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CHAPTER ONE

This gun I's not a gun.

O such was M Wnser's

det erm ned convi ction when the
yout hf ul Al 1 x Hoban, European
Managi ng Director and Chi ef
Executi ve of Trans-Fi nanz Vi enna,
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St. Petersburg and | stanbul,

| ntroduced a pallid hand into the
breast of his Italian blazer and
extracted neither a platinum
clgarette case nor an engraved
busi ness card, but a slim bl ue-
bl ack automatic pistol In mnt
condition, and pointed it froma
di stance of six i1 nches at the
bridge of M Wnser's beakish but
strictly non-violent nose. This
gun does not exist. It Is

| nadm ssi bl e evidence. It Is no
evidence at all. It I1s a non-gun.

M Alfred Wnser was a | awyer,
and to a | awer facts were there
to be challenged. Al facts. The
nore self-evident a fact m ght
appear to the [ayman, the nore
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vigorously must the conscientious
| awyer contest I1t. And Wnser at
t hat nonent was as consci enti ous
as the best of them

Nevert hel ess, he dropped his

ori efcase I n his astonishnent. He
neard 1t fall, he felt the
oressure of 1t linger on his

palm saw wth the bottomof his
eyes the shadow of it |ying at
his feet: ny briefcase, ny pen,
ny passport, ny air tickets and
travell ers' cheques. My credit
cards, ny legality. Yet he did
not stoop to pick 1t up, though
It had cost a fortune. He

remal ned staring nutely at the
non- gun.

This gun Is not a gun. This apple
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s not an apple. Wnser was
recalling the wse words of his

|l aw tutor of forty years ago as
the great nan spirited a green
apple fromthe depths of his
frayed sports coat and brandi shed
It aloft for the I nspection of
his nostly femal e audi ence: "It
may | ook |1 ke an apple, | adies,

It may snell |1 ke an apple, feel
|1 ke an apple' - 1 nnuendo - ' but
does It rattle |1 ke an apple?" -
shakes 1t - 'cut |i1ke an apple?' -
haul s an anti que breadknife from
a drawer of his desk, strikes.
Appl e translates into a shower of
pl aster. Carols of |aughter as

t he great man ki cks aside the
shards with the toe of his

sandal .
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But Wnser's reckless flight down
nenory | ane did not stop there.
Fromhis tutor's apple it was but
a blinding flash of sunlight to
his greengrocer I n Hanpstead
where he |li1ved and dearly w shed
hinmself at this nonent: a cheery,
unar med appl e-purveyor in a jolly
apron and straw hat who sol d, as
wel| as apples, fine fresh
asparagus that Wnser's wfe
Bunny |1 ked, even iIf she didn't

| 1 ke much el se her husband
brought her. G een, renenber,

Al fred, and grown above ground,
never the white - pressing the
shoppi ng basket on him And only
I f they're I n season, Alfred, the
forced ones never taste. Wiy did
| do it? Why do | have to nmarry
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people In order to discover |
don't |1 ke then? Why can't | nake
up my m nd ahead of the fact

l nstead of after 1t? What 1s
egal training for, If not to
orotect us from ourselves? Wth
nis terrified brain scouring
every avenue of possi bl e escape,
W nser took confort In these
excursions into his I nternal
reality. They fortified him I1f
only for split seconds, agal nst
the unreality of the gun.

This gun still does not exist.

But Wnser couldn't take his eyes
off 1t. He had never seen a gun
so cl ose, never been obliged to
take such i1 ntinate note of

colour, Ii1ne, markings,
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bur ni shnent and style, all
perfectly pointed up for himin
the glaring sunlight. Does it
fire 1 ke a gun? Does It kill

|1 ke a gun, extinguish |ike a
gun, renoving face and features

I n a shower of plaster? Bravely,
he revolted against this
ridicul ous possibility. This gun
does not, absolutely does not
exist! It Is a chinera, a trick
of white sky, heat and sunstroke.
It 1s a fever gun brought on by
bad food, bad marriages and two
exhausti ng days of snoky

consul tations, unsettling

| 1 nrousi ne rides through
sweltering, dusty, traffic-choked
| stanbul , by a giddying early-
norni ng dash 1n the Trans-Fi nanz
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private |et above the brown
massi fs of central Turkey, by a
sui ci dal three-hour drive over
sw t chback coast roads and

hai rpi n bends under red rock
precipices to the world' s utter
end, this arid boul der-strewn
pronont ory of buckthorn and

br oken beehi ves si x hundred feet
above the Eastern Mediterranean,
wth the norning sun al ready

turned to full, and Hoban's
unbl I nking gun - still there and
still a phantasm- peering |1 ke a

surgeon into ny brain.

He cl osed his eyes. See? he told
Bunny. No gun. But Bunny was
bored as usual, urging himto
have his pleasure and | eave her
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| N peace, so I nstead he addressed
t he Bench, a thing he hadn't done
for thirty years:

My Lord, 1t Is ny pleasant duty
to advise the Court that the
matter of Wnser versus Hoban has
been am cably resol ved. W nser
accepts that he was m staken I n
suggesti ng that Hoban brandi shed
a gun during a site conference In
t he southern Turkish hills. Hoban
In return has provided a full and
sati sfactory explanation of his
actions. ..

And after that, out of habit or
respect, he addressed his

Chal rman, Managi ng Director and
Svengalil for the |ast twenty
years, the eponynous founder and
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creator of the House of Single,
t he one and only Tiger Single
hi nsel f:

It's Wnser here, Tiger. Very
wel | 1 ndeed, thank you, sir, and
how about your good self?
Delighted to hear 1t. Yes, |
think | can say that everything
| S exactly as you w sely

predi cted, and the response to
date has been entirely

sati sfactory. Only one small
thing - water under the bridge
now - not a breakpolint - our
client's man Hoban gave the

| npression of draw ng a gun on
ne. Nothing init, all a fantasy,
but one does |1 ke to be

f or ewar ned. . .

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (10 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

Even when he opened his eyes and
saw t he gun exactly where It had
been before, and Hoban's

childli ke eyes contenplating him
down its barrel, and his child's
hairl ess forefinger crooked round
the trigger, Wnser did not
abandon the remmants of his | egal
position. Very well, this gun

exi sts as an object, but not as a
gun. It I1s a joke gun. An

anmusi ng, harm ess, practical

] oke. Hoban purchased it for his
small son. It I1s a facsimle of a
gun and Hoban, I n order to

| ntroduce sone light relief Into
what for a young nman has no doubt
been a | engthy and tedi ous
negotiation, is flourishing it as
a prank. Through nunb |1 ps,
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W nser contrived a species of
jaunty smle Iin keeping wwth his
newest theory.

"Well, that's a persuasive
argunent, | nust say, M Hoban,'
he decl ared bravely. 'Wat do you
want me to do? Waive our fee?

But In reply he heard only a
hamreri ng of cof fin-makers, which
he hastily converted to the
clatter of builders inthe little
touri st port across the bay as
they fixed shutters and rooftiles
and pipes In a last-mnute rush
to nmake ready for the season
after playi ng backganmon al |
wnter. In his longing for

normal 1ty, Wnser savoured the
snmel |l s of paintstripper,
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bl owt orches, fish cooking on
charcoal, the spices of street
vendors, and all the other |ovely
and | ess | ovely scents of
Medi t erranean Tur key. Hoban

bar ked sonething In Russian to
his col |l eagues. Wnser heard a
scranbl e of feet behind himbut
dared not turn his head. Hands
yanked his jacket from his back,
ot hers explored his body -
armpits, ribs, spine, groin.
Menori es of nore acceptabl e hands
nonentarily replaced those of his
assal | ants, but provided no

sol ace as they groped their way
downward to his cal ves and

ankl es, searching for a secret
weapon. Wnser had never carried
a weapon in his life, secret or
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ot herw se, unless it was his
cherrywood wal king stick to fend
of f rabid dogs and sex mani acs
when he was taking a turn on
Hanpstead Heath to admre the
ady ] oggers.

Rel uctantly he renenbered Hoban's
t oo- many hanger s-on. Seduced by

t he gun, he had briefly I magi ned
It was | ust Hoban and hi nsel f

al one here on the hilltop, face
to face and nobody 1 n earshot, a
situation any | awer expects to
use to his advantage. He now
conceded that ever since they had
|l eft |stanbul, Hoban had been
attended by a gaggl e of
unappeti si ng advisers. A Signer

d Emlio and a Mnsi eur Francols
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had j ol ned themon their
departure from | stanbul airport,
coats over their shoulders, no
arms show ng. Wnser had cared
for neither man. Two nore

undesi rabl es had been waiting for
t hem at Dal aman, equi pped wth
their own hearse-bl ack Land Rover
and driver. From Gernmany, Hoban
had expl ai ned, 1 ntroducing the
pair, though not by nane. From
GCermany they mght be, but In

W nser's hearing they spoke only
Tur ki sh and they wore the
undertaker suits of country Turks
on busi ness.

More hands grabbed Wnser by the
hai r and shoul ders and flung him
to his knees on the sandy track.
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He heard goat bells tinkling and
deci ded they were the bells of St
John at Hanpstead tolling out his
ouri al. O her hands took his

oose change, spectacles and
nandkerchief. O hers again picked
up his treasured briefcase and he
watched It as 1n a bad dream his
ldentity, his security, floating
fromone pair of hands to

anot her, six hundred pounds'
worth of nmatchl ess bl ack hi de,
rashly bought at Zurich airport
wth cash drawn from a funk-noney
bank account Tiger had encour aged
himto open. Well, next tine
you're I n a generous nood, you
can bl oody well buy ne a decent
handbag, Bunny iIs conplaining in
the rising nasal whine that
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orom ses there 1s nore to cone.
"I'l flit, he thought. Bunny gets
Hanpstead, | buy a flat In

Zuri ch, one of those new terraces
on a hillside. Tiger wll
under st and.

Wnser's screen was suffused wth
a vibrant yell ow wash and he | et
out a shriek of agony. Horned
hands had selzed his wists,

dr agged t hem behi nd hi m and
twsted themin opposi ng
directions. H's shriek hurtled
fromone hilltop to the next on
Its way to extinction. Kindly at
first, as a dentist mght, nore
hands raised his head, then
yanked 1t round by the hair to
neet the sun's full bl ast.
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'"Hold 1t right there,' a voice
ordered Iin English and Wnser
found hinmsel f squinting up at the
concerned features of Signer
dEmlio, a white-haired nman of
Wnser's age. Signer d Emlio Is
our consultant from Napl es, Hoban
had said 1n the vile Aneri can-
Russi an twang t hat he had picked
up God knew where. How very ni ce,
W nser had replied, using Tiger's
drawl when Tiger didn't want to
be I npressed, and granted hima
tepid smle. Hobbled Iin the sand,
his arns and shoul ders scream ng
bl oody nmurder, Wnser w shed very
much that he had shown respect to
Signer dEmlio while he had the
opportunity.
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D'Em |10 was wandering up the

N | I st de and Wnser woul d have

| ked to wander with him armin
arm chaps together, while he put
right any fal se I npression he

m ght have given. But he was
obliged to remain kneeling, his
face twsted to the scal ding sun.
He pressed his eyes shut but the
sun's rays still bathed themin a
yvel |l ow fl ood. He was kneel i ng but
stral ni ng sideways and upri ght
and the pain that was entering
his knees was the sane pain that
tore through his shoulders in
alternating currents. He worri ed
about his hair. He had never

w shed to dye I1t, he had only
contenpt for those who did. But
when hi s barber persuaded himto
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try a rinse and see, Bunny had
ordered himto persist. How do
you think | feel, A fred? Going
around wth an old man wwth m |l ky
hair for a husband? - But ny
dear, ny hair was that col our
when | married you! - Wrse | uck
ne, then, she had replied.

| shoul d have taken Tiger's
advice, set her up in a flat
sonmewher e, Dol phin Square, the
Bar bi can. | should have fired her
as ny secretary and kept her as
ny little friend wthout
suffering the humliation of
bel ng her husband. Don't marry
her, Wnser, buy her! Cheaper iIn
the long run, always Is, Tiger
had assured him-then given them
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both a week I n Barbados for their
honeynoon. He opened his eyes. He
was wonderi ng where his hat was,
a snappy Panama he had bought iIn
| stanbul for sixty dollars. He
saw that his friend d Em|io was
wearing 1t, to the entertal nnent
of the two dark-suited Turks.
First they | aughed together. Then
t hey turned together and peered
at Wnser fromtheir chosen pl ace
hal fway up the hillside as i1f he
were a play. Sourly.

| nterrogatively. Spectators not
partici pants. Bunny, watching ne
nmake | ove to her. Having a nice
time down there, are you? Wll,
get on wwth it, I'mtired. He

gl anced at the driver of the |eep
that had driven himthe |ast |eg
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fromthe foot of the nountain.
The man's got a kind face, he'll
save ne. And a married daughter
In lzmr.

Kind face or not, the driver had
gone to sleep. In the Turks'
hear se- bl ack Land Rover further
down the track, a second driver
sat wth his nouth open, gawpi ng
stral ght ahead of him seelng
not hi ng.

'Hoban,' Wnser said.

A shadow fell across his eyes,
and the sun by now was so hi gh

t hat whoever was casting It nust
be standing close to him He felt
sl eepy. Good i1 dea. Wake up
sonmewhere el se. Squi nti ng
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downward t hrough sweat - matt ed
eyel ashes he saw a pair of
crocodi |l e shoes protruding from
el egant white ducks wth turn-
ups. He squi nted hi gher and

I dentified the black, enquiring
f eat ures of Monsi eur Francoi s,
yet anot her of Hoban's satraps.
Monsi eur Francois 1S our
surveyor. He wll be taking
neasurenents of the proposed
site, Hoban had announced at

| st anbul airport, and Wnser had
foollshly granted the surveyor
the sane tepid smle that he had
bestowed on Signor d EmIlio.

One of the crocodi|l e shoes
shifted and in his drowsy state
W nser wonder ed whet her Monsi eur
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Francoli s proposed to kick him
wth i1t, but evidently not. He
was offering sonething obliquely
to Wnser's face. A pocket tape
recorder, Wnser decided. The
sweat In his eyes was naking them
smart. He wants ne to speak words
of reassurance to ny | oved ones
for when they ransom ne: Ti ger,
sir, this is Alfred Wnser, the

| ast of the Wnsers, as you used
to call nme, and I want you to
know | ' m absol utely fine, nothing
to worry about at all, everything
ace. These are good peopl e and
they are | ooking after ne
superbly. |1've | earned to respect
thelr cause, whatever It Is, and
when t hey rel ease ne, which

t hey've promsed to do any m nute
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now, | shall speak out boldly for
It 1nthe foruns of world
opinion. Ch, and | hope you don't
mnd, |'ve promsed themthat you
wll too, only they're nost
concerned to have the benefit of
your powers of persuasion...

He's holding 1t agal nst ny other
cheek. He's frowning at It. It's
not a tape recorder after all,
It's a thernoneter. No It's not,
I1t's for reading ny pul se, making
sure I'mnot passing out. He's
putting i1t back in his pocket.
He's swnging up the hill to join
the two Gernman Turk undert akers
and Signhor d Emlio in ny Pananma
hat .

W nser discovered that, 1 n the
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strain of ruling out the
unaccept abl e, he had wet hinself.
A clamy patch had fornmed Iin the
|l eft 1nside-leg of the trouser of
his tropical suit and there was
not hi ng he could do to conceal

1t. He was Iin linbo, Iin terror.
He was transposing hinself to

ot her places. He was sitting |ate
at his desk at the office because
he couldn't stand anot her ni ght
of waiting up for Bunny to cone
hone fromher nother's in a bad
tenper with her cheeks fl ushed.
He was wth a chubby friend he
used to love In Chisw ck, and she
was tying himto the bedhead wth
bits of dressing gown girdle she
kept in a top drawer. He was
anywher e, absolutely anywhere
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except here on this hilltop In
hell. He was asl eep but he went
on kneel 1 ng, skewed upright and
racked wth pain. There nmust have
been splinters of seashell or
flint 1n the sand because he
could feel points cutting into
his kneecaps. Ancient pottery, he
renenbered. Roman pottery abounds
on the hilltops, and the hills
are sald to contain gold. Only
yest erday he had nmade this
tantalising selling point to
Hoban's retinue during his

el oquent presentation of the
Single Investnment blueprint in Dr
Mrsky's office in |Istanbul. Such
t ouches of colour were attractive
to I gnorant 1 nvestors,
particularly boorish Russi ans.
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ol d, Hoban! Treasure, Hoban!

Anci ent civilisation, think of

t he appeal! He had tal ked
brilliantly, provocatively, a
virtuoso performance. Even
Mrsky, whom Wnser secretly
regarded as an upstart and a
l1ability, had found it 1n himto
appl aud: ' Your schene Is so

l egal, Alfred, It ought to be

f or bl dden,' he had roared and,
wth a huge Polish | augh, sl apped
himso hard on the back that his
knees nearly buckl ed.

'Pl ease. Before | shoot you, M
Wnser, | aminstructed to ask
you coupl e of questions.'

W nser nmade nothing of this. He
didn't hear 1t. He was dead.
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"You are friendly wth M Randy
Massi nghanf?' Hoban asked.

know him'

"How friendly?

Whi ch do they want? W nser was
screamng to hinself. Very
friendly? Scarcely at all?
Mddling friendl y? Hoban was
repeating his question, yelling
It Insistently.

'Descri be pl ease the exact degree
of your friendship wwth M Randy

Massi ngham Very clearly, please.
Very loudly."'

"I know him | am his coll eague.
| do legal work for him W are
on formal, perfectly pl easant
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terns, but we are not Iintinate,"
W nser nmunbl ed, keeping his
opti ons open.

'Louder, pl ease."’

W nser said sone of It agaln,
| ouder.

"You are wearing a fashionable
cricket tie, M Wnser. Descri be
to us what Is represented by this
tie, please.'

"This 1sn't a cricket tie!'
Unexpectedly Wnser had found his
spirit. "Tiger's the cricketer,
not ne! You've got the wrong nan,
you I diot!'

'Testing,' Hoban said to soneone
up the hill.
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"Testi ng what ?' Wnser denanded
ganel vy.

Hoban was reading froma Quccl
prayer book of maroon | eat her

t hat he held open before his
face, at an angle not to obstruct
the barrel of the automati c.

"Question,' he declalned, festive
as a town crier. 'Who was
responsi bl e pl ease for arrest at
sea | ast week of SS Free Tallinn
out of (Odessa bound for

Li ver pool ?'

"What do | know of shi pping
matters?' Wnser denmanded
truculently, his courage still
up. 'We're financial consultants,
not shippers. Soneone has noney,

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (31 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

t hey need advice, they cone to
Single's. How t hey nmake the noney
s their affair. As |long as
they're adult about iIt.'

Adult to sting. Adult because
Hoban was a pink piglet, hardly
oorn. Adult because Mrsky was a
ounpt 1 ous Polish show of f,
nowever nany doctors he put

pef ore his nane. Doctor of where,
anyway? O what ? Hoban agai n

gl anced up the hill, |icked a
finger and turned to the next
page of his prayer book.

''Question. Who provided
Informations to the Italian
police authorities concerning a
speci al convoy of trucks
returning fromBosnia to Italy on
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March thirtieth this year,
pl ease?"

"Trucks? What do | know of
special trucks? As nmuch as you
know of cricket, that's how nuch!
Ask me to recite the nanes and
dates of the kings of Sweden,
you' d have nore chance.'

Wiy Sweden? he wondered. What had
Sweden to do wth anythi ng? Wy
was he thinking of Swedish

bl ondes, deep white thighs,
Swedi sh crispbread, pornographic
filme? Whiy was he living In
Sweden when he was dying iIn
Turkey? Never mnd. H s courage
was still up there. Screw the
l1ttle runt, gun or no gun. Hoban
t urned anot her page of his prayer
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book but Wnser was ahead of him
LI ke Hoban, he was bell ow ng at
the top of his voice: 'I don't
know, you stupid idiot! Don't ask
ne, do you hear? -' until an

| mmense blow to the left side of
nis neck from Hoban's foot sent
nimcrashing to the ground. He
nad no sense of travelling, only
of arriving. The sun went out, he
saw the night and felt his head
nestl ed against a friendly rock
and knew that a piece of tine had
gone mssing fromhis

consci ousness and It was not a

pl ece he want ed back.

Hoban, neanwhil e, had resuned his
readi ng. 'Who | npl enented sel zure
I n six countries sinultaneously
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of all assets and shi pping held
directly or indirectly by First
Fl ag Constructi on Conpany of
Andorra and subsidiaries? Wo
provided information to

|l nternational police authorities,
pl ease?'

"VWhat sel zure? \Wiere? Wen?
Not hi ng has been sei zed! No one
provi ded anyt hing. You're nad,
Hoban! Barking nmad. Do you hear
ne? Mad!'

Wnser was still recunbent but iIn
his frenzy he was trying to
writhe his way back onto his
knees, kicking and twsting |1ke
a felled animal, struggling to
wedge his heels under him half-
rising, only to topple back again
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onto his side. Hoban was aski ng
ot her questions but Wnser
refused to hear them - questions
about comm ssions paid I n valn,
about supposedly friendly port
officials who had proved
unfriendly, about sums of noney
transferred to bank accounts days
before the said accounts were
sel zed. But Wnser knew not hi ng
of such matters.

'"It's l1es!' he shout ed.
'Single's Is a dependabl e and
honest house. Qur custoners'

| nterests are paranount.’

"Listen up, and kneel up,' Hoban
or der ed.

And sonehow Wnser wth his
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newf ound dignity knelt up and

|1 stened up. Intently. And nore
Intently still. As intently as iIf
Tiger hinself had been conmandi ng
his attention. Never Iin his |ife
had he |1 stened so vigorously, so
diligently to the sweet
background nmusic of the universe
as he did now, 1n his effort to
bl ank out the one sound he

absol utely declined to hear,

whi ch was Hoban's grating Russi an-
Anerican drone. He noted wth
del i ght a shrieking of gulls
vying wwth the distant wail of a
muezzin, arustle of the sea as a
breeze blew over 1t, a tink-tink
of pl easure-boats In the bay as

t hey geared thensel ves for the
season. He saw a girl fromhis
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earl y manhood, kneeling naked iIn
a field of poppies, and was too
scared, now as then, to reach a
hand towards her. He adored wth
the terrified | ove that was
welling tn himall the tastes,

t ouches and sounds of earth and
neaven, as long as they weren't
Hoban's awful volce boom ng out
Nl s deat h sent ence.

‘"W are calling this exenpl ary
puni shnent,' Hoban was decl ari ng,
In a prepared statenment fromhis
prayer book.

' Louder,' Monsi eur Francois
ordered |l aconically fromup the
hill, so Hoban said the sentence
agal n.
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"Sure, It's a vengeance killing
too. Please. W woul d not be
human I f we did not exact
vengeance. But al so we I ntend

this gesture wll be Iinterpreted
as formal request for
reconpense.' Louder still. And

clearer. 'And we sincerely hope,
M Wnser, that your friend M
Tiger Single, and the

| nternational police, wmll read
this nessage and draw t he
appropri ate concl usion.'

Then he bawl ed out what W nser
took to be the sanme nessage In
Russi an, for the benefit of those
menbers of his audi ence whose
Engl 1 sh mght not be up to the
mrk. O was It Polish for the
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greater edification of Dr Mrsky?

W nser who had nonentarily | ost
his power of speech was now
gradually recovering it, even i|f
at first he was capable only of
such hal f-nmade scraps as 'out of
your wts' and 'judge and jury iIn
one' and 'Single not a House to
ness wth'. He was filthy, he was
a ness of sweat and piss and nud.
In his fight for the survival of
his species he was westling wth
irrel evant erotic visions that

bel onged to sone unlivable
underlife, and his fall to the
ground had left himcoated in red
dust. H s | ocked arns were a
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martyrdom and he had to crane his
head back to speak at all. But he
managed. He held the |1 ne.

H s case was that, as previously
stated, he was de facto and de
jure 1 mune. He was a | awer and
the law was Its own protection.
He was a heal er not a destroyer,
a passive facilitator of
unl i mted goodw |l |, the | egal
director and a board nenber of

t he House of Single wth offices
I n London's West End, he was a
husband and f at her who, despite a
weakness for wonen and two

unf ortunat e divorces, had kept
the love of his children. He had
a daughter who was even now
enbar ki ng on a prom si ng career
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on the stage. At the nention of
hi s daughter he choked though no
one joined himin his grief.

Keep your voice up!' Monsi eur
Francol s the surveyor advi sed
from above him

Wnser's tears were naking tracks
I n the dust on his cheeks, giving
the I npression of disintegrating
make- up, but he kept goling, he
still held the line. He was a
specialist 1n pre-enptive tax

pl anni ng and I nvestnent, he said,
rolling his head right back and
screamng at the white sky. H's
specialities enbraced offshore
conpani es, trusts, havens, and
the tax shelters of all
accommodati ng nations. He was not
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a marine |lawer as Dr Mrsky
clainmed to be, not a dicey
entrepreneur |1 ke Mrsky, not a
gangster. He dealt I1n the art of
the legitimate, In transferring

| nformal assets to firner ground.
And to this he added a wld
postscript regarding | egal second
passports, alternative
citizenship and non-obligatory
residency In nore than a dozen
climatically and fiscally
attractive countries. But he was
not - repeat not, he iInsisted
boldly - and never had been -

| nvol ved 1 n what he woul d call

t he net hodol ogi es of accumul ati ng
primary wealth. He renmenbered

t hat Hoban had sone kind of
mlitary past - or was It naval ?
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'W're boffins, Hoban, don't you
see? Backroom boys! Pl anners!
Strategists! You're the nen of
action, not us! You and M rsky,

| f you want, since you seemto be
so hugger-nugger with him'

No one appl auded. No one said
Anen. But no one stopped him
elther and their silence

convi nced himthat they were

|1 stening. The gulls had ceased
their clanour. Across the bay it
coul d have been siesta tine.
Hoban was | ooking at his watch
again. It was becom ng a fidget
wth him to keep both hands on
the gun while he rolled his |eft
wist tnwards till the watch
showed. He rolled It out again. A
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gold Rol ex. What they all aspire
to. Mrsky wears one too. Bold
tal king had given Wnser his
strength back. He took a breath
and pul |l ed what he I nagi ned was a
smle conmuni cating reason. In a
frenzy of conpanionability he
began babbling tidbits fromhis
presentation of the previous day
I n | stanbul .

"It's your | and, Hoban! You own
1t. Six mllion dollars cash, you
nald - dollar bills, pounds,

Deut schmar ks, yen, francs,

| quorice allsorts - baskets,

sul tcases, trunks full, not a
guesti on asked! Renenber? Who
arranged that? We did!

Sympat hetic officials, tol erant
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politicians, people wth

| nfl uence - renenber? Single's
fronted it all for you, washed
your grubby noney Persil|l white!
Overni ght, renenber? You heard
what Mrsky said - so legal It
ought to be forbidden. Wll, 1t's
not. It's legal!'’

No one said they renenbered.

W nser becane breathl ess, and a
Ittle crazy. 'Reputable private
nank, Hoban - us - renenber?

Regl stered I n Monaco, offers to
ouy your | and | ock, stock and
parrel. Do you accept? No! You'll
t ake paper only, never cash! And
our bank agrees to that. It
agrees to everything, of course
|t does. Because we're you,
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renenber? We're yourselves In
anot her hat. We're a bank but
we're using your noney to buy
your | and! You can't shoot
your sel ves! W're you - we're
one. '’

Too shrill. He checked hinself.
(bj ective 1s the thing. Laid
back. Detached. Never oversell
yourself. That's Mrsky's
problem Ten mnutes of Mrsky's
patter and any self-respecting
trader 1s hal fway out of the
door.

'Look at the nunbers, Hoban! The
beauty of 1t! Your own thriving
holiday village - accounted any
way you |1 ke! Look at the

cl eansi ng power once you start to

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (47 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

| nvest! Twelve mllion for roads,
dr ai nage, power, |ido, conmunal
pool, ten for your rental
cottages, hotels, casinos,
restaurants and additi onal

I nfrastructure - the nerest child
could get It up to thirty!'’

He was going to add 'even you,
Hoban' but suppressed hinself In
tine. Were they hearing hinf

Per haps he shoul d speak | ouder.
He roared. DEmIlio smled. O
course! Loud is what d Emlio

|1 kes! Well, | |ike i1t too! Loud
s free. Loud IS openness,

|l egal ity, transparency! Loud Is
boys together, partners, belng
one! Loud 1s sharing hats!

"You don't even need tenants,
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Hoban - not for your cottages -
not for your first year! Not real
ones - ghost tenants for twelve
stral ght nont hs, | nmagi ne!

Not i onal residents payling two
mllion a week I nto shops,

hotels, discos, restaurants and
rented properties! The noney
stral ght out of your suitcase,

t hrough the conpany's books, Into
| egi ti mat e European bank
accounts! Generating an

| mmacul ate trading record for any
future purchaser of the shares! -
and who's the purchaser? You are!
Who's the seller? You are! You
sell to yourself, you buy from
yoursel f, up and up! And Single's
t here as honest broker, to see
fair play, keep everything on
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course and above board! W're
your friends, Hoban! W' re not
fly-by-night Mrskys. W're

brot hers-i1n-arns. Buddi es! There
when you need us. Even when the
rub of the cloth goes agail nst

you, we're still there -' quoting
Ti ger desperately.

A burst of rain fell out of the
cl ear heaven, laying the red
dust, raising scents and draw ng
nore lines on Wnser's clotted
face. He saw d' Em |10 step
forward 1n thelir shared Panana
and deci ded he had won his case
and was about to be lifted to his
feet, sl|lapped on the back and
awar ded t he congratul ati ons of

t he Court.
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But d EmIlio had other plans. He
was draping a white ral ncoat over
Hoban's shoul ders. Wnser tried
to faint but couldn't. He was
scream ng Wiay? Friends! Don't! He
was bl abbering that he had never
heard of the Free Tallinn, never
net anyone fromthe i nternational
police authorities, his whole

|1 fe had been spent avol di ng
them D EmIlio was fitting
sonet hi ng round Hoban's head.

Mot her of (God, a black cap. No, a
ring of black cloth. No, a

st ocki ng, a black stocking. Oh
God, oh Christ, oh Mot her of
Heaven and Earth, a bl ack
stocking to distort the features
of nmy executioner!
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'Hoban. Tiger. Hoban. Listen to
ne. Stop | ooking at your watch!
Bunny. Stop! Mrsky. Wait! Wat
have | done to you? Not hi ng but
good, | swear 1t! Tiger! Al ny
l1fe! WAIt! Stop!

By the tine he had blurted these
words his English had begun to

| abour as If he were interpreting
from ot her | anguages In his head.
Yet he possessed no ot her

| anguages, no Russian, no Pol i sh,
no Turkish, no French. He stared
round hi m and saw Monsi eur
Francol s the surveyor standi ng up
the hill, wearing earphones and
peering through the sights of a
novie canera Wth a sponge-
covered m crophone fitted to its
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barrel. He saw t he bl ack- nasked
and white-shrouded figure of
Hoban posed obligingly in the
shooti ng position, one |eg
histrionically set back, one hand
fol ded round the gun that was
trained on Wnser's left tenple
and the other clutching a

cell phone to his ear while he
kept his eyes on Wnser and
softly whi spered sweet nothi ngs

Il n Russian Iinto the extended
nout hpi ece. He saw Hoban t ake one
| ast | ook at his watch while
Monsi eur Francoi s nade ready, In
t he best tradition of

phot ography, to inmmortalise that
very special nonent. And he saw a
smear - f aced boy peering down at
himfroma cleft between two
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pronontories. He had big brown
unbel 1 evi ng eyes, |1 ke Wnser's
when he was the sane age, and he
was |ying on his stonmach and
usi ng both hands as a pillow for
his chin.

CHAPTER TWO

"di1ver Hawt horne. Cone up here
| medi ately 1f you please. At the
doubl e. You're wanted.'

In the small south English
hilltown of Abbots Quay on the
coast of Devon, on a sparkling
spring norning that snelt of
cherry bl ossom Ms El sie Wat nore
stood I1n the front porch of her

Vi ctori an boardi ng house and
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bawl ed cheerfully at her | odger,
Aiver, twelve steps bel ow her on
t he pavenent where he was | oadi ng
battered bl ack suitcases into his
Japanese van wth the assistance
of her ten-year-old son, Samy.
Ms WAt nore had descended on
Abbots Quay fromthe el egant spa
of Buxton i1n the north, bringlng
her own hi gh standards of

decorum Her boardi ng house was a
Victorian synphony of furl ed
lace, gilt mrrors and mni ature
bottles of liqueur In glass-
fronted cabinets. |Its nane was
the Mariners' Rest, and she had
l1ved there happily wth Sanmmy,
and her husband Jack until he
died at sea wwthin sight of his
retirement. She was an abundant
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woman, intelligent, conely and
conpassi onate. Her Derbyshire
twang, lifted for comc effect,
resounded |1 ke a handsaw over the
pl ungi ng seasi de terraces. She
was wearing a rakish mauve silk
headscarf because It was a
Friday, and on Fridays she al ways
did her hair. A mld sea breeze
was bl ow ng.

"Sammy darling, jab your el bow in
Alie's ribs for ne and tell him
he's wanted on the tel ephone,

pl ease - he's asleep as usual -
in the hall, Alie!l M Toogood
fromthe bank. Routine papers to
si gn, he says, but urgent - and
he's being very polite and

gentl emanly for a change, so
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don't spoil 1t or he'll be
cutting down ny overdraft again.'
She waited, 1 ndulging him which
wth AOlie was about all you
could do. Nothing stirs him she
t hought. Not when he's I nside
hinmself. | could be an air-raid
and he wouldn't hear ne. 'Sammy
wll finish |oading for you,
won't you, Sanuel, of course you
wll," she added by way of
further Incentive.

Agai n she waited, to no avail.
Adiver's pudgy face, shadowed by
the onion-seller's beret which
was his trademark, was | ocked In
a ferocious pout of concentration
as he passed Sanmmy anot her bl ack
suitcase for himto fit into the
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back of the van. They're two of a
f eat her, she thought 1 ndul gently,
wat ching Sammy try the suitcase
all ways on because he was sl ow,
and sl ower since his father's
death. Everything's a problemfor
them never mnd how small 1t 1s.
You' d think they were off to
Monte Carl o, not just down the
road. The sultcases were of the
commercial traveller's sort,

rexi ne-covered, each a different
Sl ze. Beside them stood an
Inflated red ball two feet I n

ci rcunf er ence.

'It's not Where's our Alie? -

It's not i ke that at all,"' she
persisted, by now convinced the
bank manager had rung off. 'It's
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Kindly have the goodness to bring
M diver Hawt horne to the

t el ephone, nore |1 ke. You've not
won the lottery, have you, Alie?
Only you wouldn't tell us, would
you, which is you all over, being
strong and silent. Put that down,
Sammy. Alie wll help you wth
It after he's spoken to M
Toogood. You'll drop It next.'
Bunchi ng her fists she pl onked
them on her hips I n nock
exasperation: 'Ai1ver Hawt horne.
M Toogood Is a highly paid
executi ve of our bank. W can't
et himlisten to a vacuum at a
nundr ed pounds an hour. He'll be
putti ng up our charges next, and
you'll be the one to blane.’
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But by then, what wth the
sunshi ne and the | anguor of the
spring day, her thoughts had
taken their own strange turn,
which wth Adlie they tended to.
She was t hinking what a picture

t hey nmade, brothers al nost, even
| f they weren't that simlar:
AOlie, bigas an Alp in his grey-
wol f overcoat that he wore all
weat hers, never mnd the

nel ghbours or the | ooks he got;
Sammy, haggard and beaky |1 ke his
father, wwth his cat's tongue of
silky brown hair and the | eather
bonber jacket Alie had given him
for his birthday and Sammy had
hardly taken off since.

She was renenbering the day
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Aiver first arrived on her
doorstep | ooki ng crunpl ed and
enornmous I n his overcoat, two
days' beard and just a snall
suitcase Iin his hand. Nine in the
norning It was, she was clearing
oreakfast. 'Can | cone and |1 ve
nere, please? he says - not,
nave you got a roonf? or can | see
1t? or how nuch for a night? -
just '"Can | cone and |ive here?
li1ke a lost child. And It's

rai ning, so how can she | eave him
st andi ng there on the doorstep?
They tal k about the weat her, he
adm res her nmahogany si deboard
and her ornolu clock. She shows
himthe parl our and the dining
room she tells himthe rules and
takes himupstairs and shows him
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nunber seven wth i1ts view of the
churchyard if he didn't find it

t oo depressing. No, he says, he's
got no objection to sharing wth
t he dead. Which is not how El sie
woul d have put 1t, not since M
WAt nore went, but they still
manage to have a good | augh. Yes,
he says, he's got nore |uggage
com ng, nostly books and stuff.

"And a disgraceful old van,' he
adds shyly. 'If 1t's a bother,
"1l shove It down the road.'

'It's no bot her whatever,' she

replies primy. "We're not |1 ke
that at the Rest, M Hawt hor ne,
and | hope we never wll be.’

And the next thing she knows,

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (62 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

he's paying a nonth Iin advance,

f our hundred pounds counted onto
t he washstand, a gift from Heaven
consi dering her overdraft.

"You're not on the run, are you,
dear?' she asks him nmaking a
joke of It, but not quite, when
they' re back downstairs. First he
puzzl es, then he blushes. Then to
her relief he cracks a five-star
sunny smle that makes everything
all right.

"Not now I'mnot, am|?" he says.

"And himover there's Samy, "’

El sie says, pointing to the half-
open parl our door because Sanmmy
as usual has tiptoed downstairs
to spy out the new | odger. ' Cone
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on out, Sammy, you've been
spotted.’

And a week |later 1t's Samy's
birt hday and t hat | eather |acket
must have cost fifty quid if a
shilling, and Elsie fretted
herself sick about It because

t hese days nen got up to

everyt hing, never m nd how
charm ng they were when they
needed to be. Al night |ong she
sat up beating her brains to
guess what her poor Jack woul d
have done, because Jack wth his
years at sea had a nose for them
He could snell them as soon as

t hey cane up the gangway, he used
to boast, and she was fearful

that diver was anot her and she'd
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m ssed the signs. Next norning
she was halfway to telling Alie
to take that jacket straight back
to where he'd bought It - would
have done, In fact, If she hadn't
been chatting to Ms Eggar of

A enarvon I n the checkout queue
at Saf eways and | earned to her
astonishnent that Alie had a
baby qgirl called Carnmen and an ex-
w fe called Heat her who'd been a
no- good nurse up at the Freeborn,
lnto bed wth anybody who coul d
wor k a stethoscope. Not to
nention a plush house on Shore
Hel ghts that he'd nade over to
her, paid and signed, not a penny
owm ng, sone girls nmade you si ck.

"Why did you never tell ne you
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were a proud father? Elsie asked
Alie reproachfully, torn between
the relief of her discovery and
the Indignity of recelving
sensational intelligence froma
competing | andl ady. 'W | ove a
baby, don't we, Sanuel ? Baby- nmad
we are, just as long as they
don't bother the | odgers, aren't
we?'

To which Alie said nothing: |ust
| owered his head and nuttered,
'Yeah, well, see you,' |i1ke a nman
caught 1 n shane, and went to his
roomto pace, very lightly, not
wanting to disturb, which was
Alie all over. Till finally the
paci ng stopped and she heard his
chair creak, and knew he'd
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settled to one of his books piled
round himon his floor although
she'd given hima bookcase -
books on |aw, ethics, nmagic,
books In foreign - all sipped at
and ni bbl ed at and put down again
on their faces, or wth bits of
torn paper stuck in to mark the
pl ace. It nmade her shudder

soneti nes, just to wonder what a
cocktall of thoughts he nust have
churni ng away I nsi de t hat
shanbl i ng body of his.

And his binges - three there'd
been till now - so controll ed
they scared the wts out of her.
Ch, she'd had | odgers who took a
drop. Shared a drop wth them
sonetinmes, to be friendly, keep
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an eye. But never before had a
taxi pulled up at daybreak,
twenty yards down the road so as
not to wake anyone, and deli vered
a deathly pale, numm fied si x-

f oot - sonet hi ng hul k who had to be
nursed up the steps |1 ke a bonb
casualty, wth his overcoat hung
round himand his beret straight
as a ruler across his forehead -
yet was still able to fish out
his wallet, select a twenty for
the driver, whisper, 'Sorry,
Elsie,'" and wwth only a little
help from her, haul hinself
upstairs wthout disturbing a
soul except Sammy who had wait ed
all night for him Through the
norni ng and afternoon, A iver had
slept, which is to say Elsie
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heard no creak or footfall

t hrough the ceiling, and |1 stened
In vain for the knocking of the
wat er pi pes. And when she went
upstairs to him taking a cup of
tea as an excuse, and tapped on
hi s bedroom door and heard

not hing, and fearfully turned the
handl e, she found himnot on his
bed but on the floor and on his
side, still wearing his overcoat,
Wwth his knees drawn up to his
tunmy the sane as a baby, eyes

W de awake, staring at the wall.

' Thank you, Elsie. Just put 1t on
the table 1 f you would,' he said
patiently, as If he had nore
staring to do. So she did. And
left him and back downstalrs had
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wonder ed whet her she shoul d call

t he doctor but she never did -
not then, and not the other tines
t hat fol | owed.

What was burning hinf The

di vorce? That ex-wfe of his was
a hard-nosed tart by all
accounts, and neurotic wth iIt,
he was lucky to be rid of her.
What was he trying to drink away
that the drink only drove deeper
down In hinf Here Elsie's

t houghts returned, as latterly

t hey always did, to the night

t hree weeks ago when for a
terrible hour she had believed
she was going to | ose her Sanmmy
to a hone or worse, until d i ver
rode up on his white horse to
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rescue them [|'Il never be able
to thank him |I'd do anything he
asked ne to, tonorrow or tonight.

Cadgw th, the man called hinself,
and waved a shiny visiting card
at her to prove 1t - P. J.
Cadgw t h, Area Supervi sor,
Friendshi p Hone Marketi ng
Limted, Branches Everywhere. Do
your Friends a Favour, said the
fine witing underneath, Earn
Yourself a Fortune I n your Hone.
St andi ng where El sie was st andi ng
now, wth his finger on the
doorbell at ten o'clock at night,
and his slicked-back hair and
copper's polished shoes
glistening 1n the fisheye, and a
copper's fal se courtesy.

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (71 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

'I"d It ke to speak to M Sanuel
WAt nore, 1f | nmay, madam |s that
your husband, by any chance?'

"My husband's dead,' said Elsie.
"Samy's ny son. What do you
want ?'

Which was only the first m stake
she made, as she realised when It
was too | ate. She shoul d have
told himJack was down at the pub
and due back any m nute. She
shoul d have told himJack woul d
give hima good |leathering If he
SO nmuch as put his dirty nose

| nsi de her house. She shoul d have
sl ammed the door In his face,
which Alie afterwards told her
she'd a perfect right to do,

|l nstead of letting himwal k past
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her into the hall, then al nost

w t hout thinking, calling out,
'Sammy, where are you, darling,
there's a gentleman to see you,'
a split second before she

gl i npsed himthrough the half-
open parl our door, on his tunmny
wth his bottomin the air and
his eyes closed, wiggling behind
the sofa. After that she had only
bits of nenory, the worst Dbits,
not hi ng whol e:

Sammy standing in the centre of

t he parlour, dead white and his
eyes cl osed, shaking his head but
neani ng yes. Ms Wat nore

whi spering, 'Sammy.' Cadgw th
Wwth his chin back |I ke an
enperor, saying, 'Were, show ne,
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where?' Sammy groping in the

gl nger jar for where he'd hidden
the key. Elsie wth Samy and
Cadgw th 1 n Jack' s woodshed where
Jack and Sammy used to nake their
nodel boats together whenever
Jack cane hone on | eave, Spanish
gal | eons, dinghies, |ongboats,

al | hand-carved, never a kit. It
was what Sammy had | oved doi ng
best in the world which was why
he went and noped there after
Jack died, till Elsie decided it
was unhealthy for him and | ocked
t he shed up as a way of hel ping
himforget. Sanmmy opening the
shed cupboards one by one, and
there it all was: heap upon heap
of sales sanples from Friendship
Honme Marketi ng, Branches
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Ever ywhere, Do your Friends a
Favour, Earn Yourself a Fortune
| n your Hone, except that Sammy
hadn't done anyone a favour or
earned hinself a penny. He'd

si gned hinself on as agent for

t he nei ghbour hood and he'd stored
everything away for treasure to
make up for his |ost dad, or
perhaps It was a kind of gift to
him costune jewellery, eternal
cl ocks, Norwegi an roll neck
pul | overs, plastic bubbles to
enl arge your TV I mage, scent,

hai rspray, pocket conputers,

| adi es and gentl enen I n wooden
chal ets who cane out for rain or
sun - seventeen hundred and
thirty quids' worth, M Cadgw th
reckoned back 1 n the parl our,
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which wth interest and | oss of
earnings and travel tine and
overtine and the date added I n,
he rounded up to el ghteen hundred
and fifty, then for friendship's
sake down again to el ghteen
hundred for cash, or up again to
a hundred a nonth for twenty-four
nonths with the first Instal nent
due t oday.

How Sammy had ever put his m nd
to such a thing - sent away for
the forns and faked his date of
birth and everything, all wthout
anyone Iin the world to help him -
was beyond El sie's conprehension
out he had, because M Cadgw th
nad the docunentation wth him
orinted up and folded Into an
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of ficial-1ooking brown envel ope
wth a button and a cotton | oop
to fasten it, first the contract
t hat Sanmmy had signed, giving his
age as forty-five which was how
old Jack was when he died, then

t he 1 npressive Sol enm Undert aki ng
to Pay wth enbossed |1 ons on
each corner for extra solemity.
And El si e woul d have si gnhed
everything on the spot, signed
away the Rest and what ever el se
she didn't own, just to get Sammy
off the hook, If Alie by the
Grace of God hadn't happened to
shanble 1n fromhis |last gig of
the day still In his beret and
grey-wolf coat to find Samy
sitting on the sofa | ooking dead
wth his eyes open - and as to
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herself, well, after Jack went
she t hought she'd never weep
agaln in her life, but she was
Wr ong.

First of all AOlie read the
papers slowy, winkling his nose
and rubbing It and frowing |1ke
sonebody who knows what he's

| ooking for and doesn't like it,
whi | e Cadgw th watched him He
read once, then frowned nore
fiercely still and read agai n,
and this time as he read, he
seened to stralghten up or shape
up or square up, or whatever it
was that nen did when they were
getting ready for a scrap. It was
a real com ng-out-of-hiding that
she was watching, |ike the nonment
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In a novie she and Sanmy | oved,
when the Scots hero strides out

of the cave wiwth his arnour on,
and you know he's the one,

al t hough you knew it all al ong.
And Cadgw t h nust have spotted
sonet hing of this, because by the
time Olie had read Sammy' s
contract a third time - and after
It the Solenmm Undertaking to Pay -
he had gone a bit poorly | ooking.

"Show me the figures,' dlie
ordered, so Cadgw th handed him
the figures, pages of them wth
the Interest added 1 n, and
everything at the bottomof the
page printed red. And AQlie read
the fiqgures too, wth the kind of
sureness you only see I n bankers
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or accountants, read them as f ast

as If they were

"You haven't a b
stand on,' he to
contract's a | ot
t he accounts are
m nor and you're
and piss off.'

And
fell ow and when

] ust words.

oody leg to

d Cadgw th. ' The
of codswal | op,

a | oke, Saml s a
a crook. Pick up

of course Alie's a big

he's not

speaki ng to you through a wad of

cotton wool he's
a strong,

VOI ce,

upri ght,
the sort you get
courtroom nel odr anas.
got the eyes too,

got the voice -
of f1 cer-cl ass
I N

And he's
when he | ooks

at you properly instead of at the
floor three yards ahead of him

Angry eyes. Eyes

| 1 ke those poor
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| rishmen had after years 1 n jail
for things they'd never done. And
being tall and big, diver stood
close to Cadgw th, and stayed
close to himall the way to the
front door, |ooking attentive.
And at the door he said sonething
to Cadgwth to help himon his
way. And t hough El sie never
caught his words, Sammy heard

t hem pl ainly, because over the
next weeks whil e he was
recovering his sparkle he
repeated them at any odd nonent
l1ke a notto to cheer him up:
"And 1f you ever cone back here,
"1l break your dirty little
neck,' In a nice | ow nmeasured,
unenot i onal voice, no threat

| nt ended just I nformation, but It
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kept Sammy goi ng through his
recovery. Because all the tine
while Sammy and Alie were Iin the
woodshed packing up the treasures
to send back to Friendshi p Honme
Mar ket 1 ng, Sanmy went on
muttering it to keep his spirits

up: 'If you ever cone back here,
"1l break your dirty little
neck,' |1ke a prayer of hope.

Aiver had finally consented to
hear her.

'l can't talk to himnow, thank
you, Else, I"'mafraid it's not
convenient,' he replied, nanners
perfect as always, frominside

t he darkness of his beret. Then
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he stretched hinself, one of his
writhes, arching his | ong back
and shoving both arnms down behi nd
him and his chin tucked in |1Ike
a guardsman called to order.
Standing his full height this
way, and his full wdth, he was
too tall for Sammy and too w de
for the van, which was red and
upri ght and had uncle dixie's
nagi ¢ bus painted on its side In
pi nk bubble witing defaced by
bad par ki ng and vandal s.

'"W've got a one o'clock In

Tei gnnouth and a three o'clock In
Torquay,' he expl ali ned, sonehow
cramm ng hinself into the driving
seat. Sammy was al ready Dbesi de
himclutching the red ball,
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bangi ng his head against It,

| npatient to be off. '"And the
Sally Arny at six.' The engi ne
coughed, but that was all. 'They
want bl oody Take That,' he added
over Sammy's howl of frustration.

He turned the key a second ti ne,
W t hout success. He's flooded it
agal n, she thought. He'll be l|ate
for his own funeral. "If we
haven't got Take That, we're not
to bother, right, Samy?' -
twsting the key a third tine.
The van's engi ne hobbl ed
reluctantly to life. '"So | ong,
Else. Tell himl"'ll phone him
tonorrow, please. Mdirning. Before
wor k. And stop playing silly
buggers, you,' he ordered Sammy.
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'"Don't bang your head |i ke that,

1t's stupid.’

Sammy st opped bangi ng his head.

El sie Wat nore wat ched t he van

zl gzag down the md-1levels of the
hillside to the harbourfront.
Then round the roundabout tw ce

before Ai1ver took t
funmes pouring fromt
And as she watched s

ne ring road,
ne exhaust.

ne felt the

anxiety rise in her the way it
al ways did, she couldn't hold it
back and she wasn't sure she
wanted to. Not on account of
Samy, which was the strange

thing, but of Alie.

|t was the

feari ng he'd never cone back.
Every tine he wal ked out of the
house or drove off In his van -
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even when he took Sanmy down to
t he Legion for a gane of
billiards - she found herself
sayl ng goodbye to himfor good,
t he sanme as when her Jack went
off to sea.

Still daydream ng, Elsie Watnore
rel 1 nqui shed her sunspot on the
front porch and, returning to her
hall, discovered to her surprise
that Art hur Toogood was still
wal ti ng on the tel ephone.

"M Hawt horne's got perfornances
all afternoon,' she told him

di sdainfully. '"He won't be back
till late. He'll tel ephone
tonorrow i f 1t's convenient to
his schedul e.'
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But tonorrow wasn't good enough
for Toogood. |n I mMmense
confidence he had to give her his
ex-directory hone tel ephone
nunber. A lie should please to
ring himat whatever hour, never
mnd how | ate, Elsie, are you
wth me? He tried to nmake her
tell himwhere Alie was
perform ng, but she renal ned

al oof . M ster Hawt horne nay have
sal d sonet hi ng about a grand
hotel In Torquay, she conceded
alrily. And a disco up the
Salvation Arny hostel at six. O
maybe 1t was seven, she forgot.
O if she didn't forget, she
pretended to. There were tines
when she had no wsh to share
Alie wwth anyone, least of all a
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randy small -town bank nmanager who
| ast tinme she had gone to him
about her | oan suggested they
sort the detalls In bed.

"Too good,' A iver repeated

| ndi gnantly as he drove round t he
roundabout. ' Routi ne papers.
—riendly chat. Stupid tit. Dam.'’
He had m ssed the turning. Sammy
et out a great honking | augh.
'"VWhat's there left to sign?

A iver denanded, appealing to
Sammy as If they were equal s,

whi ch was how he al ways spoke to
him 'She's got the bl oody house.
She's got the bl oody noney. She's
got Carnen. Al she hasn't got
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any nore 1s ne, which is how she
wanted iIt."'

'Then she's | ost the best bit,
hasn't she?' Sammy shout ed
hil ariously.

"The best bit's Carnen,' diver
grow ed, and Sanmmy held his
tongue for a while.

They crawled up a hill. An

| npatient lorry carved theminto
t he kerb. The van wasn't very
good at hills.

"VWhat are we giving? Sanmmy asked
when he judged the nonent safe.

'Menu A. Bouncy ball, nagic
beads, find the birdie, wndmlls
of the m nd, puppy scul pture,
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origam, thuds and get out.
What' s wong now?' - for Sanmy
had et out a horror-filmwail of
despair.

'"No spinning plates!'’

"If there's time we'll do pl ates.
Only 1f there's tine.'

Spi nning plates were Samy's best
thing. He had practised them

ni ght and day and, though he had
never succeeded I n getting one
spi nni ng, he had convi nced

hi meelf he was a star. The van
entered a grimcounci| estate. A
t hreat eni ng poster warned of
heart attacks but the renedy was
uncl ear.

"Watch out for balloons,' Aiver
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commuanded.

Sammy was al ready dol ng so.
Pushi ng aside the red ball, he
was standing in his seatbelt, his
armflung out. Four balloons, two
green, two red, drooped from an
upper w ndow of nunber 24.
Bunpi ng the van onto the verge,

A iver handed Sanmy the keys to
start unl oading, and wth the
skirts of his grey-wol f coat
flapping round himin the crisp
sea breeze strode up the short
concrete path. Pasted across the
frosted glass front door, a

| ackl ustre streaner read HAPPY

Bl RTHDAY MARY JO. Snel |l s of
clgarette snoke, baby and deep
fried chicken 1 ssued from
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| ndoors. A iver pressed a bell
and heard It chimng above the
war - whoops of denmented chil dren.
The door was wrenched open and
two tiny breathless girls in
party frocks stared up at him
Aiver renoved his beret and
perforned a deep O ent al

obel sance.

"Uncle AOlie,' he declared wth
| mmense gravity - though not
enough to scare - ' Mgl cl an
Extraordinary. At your service,
|l adies. Rain or shine. Kindly
take ne to your | eader.'

A shaven- headed nman appeared
behind them He wore a string
vest and had tattoos on the first
knuckl e of each broad finger.
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Followng himinto the |1ving
room diver took a reading of

st age and audience. |In his short
recent |Iife he had worked

mansi ons, barns, village halls,
crowded beaches and a pronenade
bus shelter 1n a force eight
gale. He had practised in the
norni ngs and perforned i n the

af t ernoons. He had wor ked poor
kids, rich kids, sick kids and
kids 1n care. At first he had | et
t hem push himinto a corner with
the TV set and t he Encycl opaedi a
Britannicas. But these days he
was able to speak up for hinself.
Conditions this afternoon were
tight but adequate. Six adults
and thirty children were cramed
into a tiny living room the Kkids
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on the floor Iin a half-circle
facing him the adults 1n a group
phot ograph on one settee, nmen on
t he | ower deck, wonen perched
above them on the backrest wth
their shoes off. Unpacki ng,

Aiver did not renove his grey-
wol f coat. Swooping and ri sing,

| ugubri ously piecing together
wth Samy's hel p the birdcage
wth the vani shing canary and the
Aladdin's lanp that filled wth
pricel ess treasure when you
rubbed 1t, he used Its folds for
cover. And when he sank to his
haunches to address the kids at
their level - for It was a
principle with himnever to talk
down but only upwards or al ong -
and hi s nassive knees rose up
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beside his ears, and his spongy
hands dangl ed ponderously forward
of them he resenbled sone sort
of praying nantis, part prophet,
part giant | nsect.

"Hull o, you lot," he began in a
surprisingly nellow voice. 'I'm
Uncle Olie, man of nystery,
skill and magic.' He was speaki ng

m ddl e | ow English, not posh but
not too nany aitches either. H's
smle, released fromits

confi nenent, had becone a
friendly light. 'And here on ny
ri ght we have the great and not
very good Sammy WAt nore, ny

| nval uabl e assistant. Sammy, take
a bow, please - OUCH'

Quch for the nonent when RocCcoO
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the raccoon bites him which at
this point Rocco al ways does,
sending Aiver's huge frane
bounding 1nto the air and down
agailn wwth unli kely ease whil e,
under the pretext of restraining
him diver surreptitiously works
the clever spring in Rocco's
tunmy. And when Rocco Is brought
to heel, he too has to be
formally 1 ntroduced, then nmake a
flowery speech of welcone to the
children, singling out Mary Jo
the birthday girl, who is frail
and very beautiful. And from here
on It Is Rocco's job to
denonstrate to the kids what a
truly awful magician his naster
s, which he does by poking his
snout out of the grey-wolf coat
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and exclaimng, 'Ch boy, you
shoul d see what else Is 1 n here!’
then flinging out playling cards -
all aces - and a stuffed canary,
and a packet of hal f-eaten

sandw ches, and a | et hal -1 o0kl ng
plastic bottle marked booze. And
having trashed A iver as a
magi ci an - though not quite -
Rocco trashes himas an acrobat,
by clinging to his shoul der and
squealing I1n fright while Qi ver
wth unlikely grace rides the
bouncy red ball round the tiny
arena of the living room arns
outstretched and the skirts of
his grey-wolf coat bill ow ng
behi nd him Al nbst but never
quite, he crashes Into bookcases
and tables and the tel evision set

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (97 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

and squashes the toes of the
nearest children, to the cl anour
of Rocco's backseat warni ngs that
ne I's exceeding the speed Iimt,
nas overtaken a police car, IS
neaded for a priceless famly
neirloom 1s riding the wong way
down a one-way street. There's a
shimer 1n the room by now and a
shimmer In Aiver's bearing al so.
H s flushed head Is thrown back,
nis rich black |ocks fly behi nd
nimli ke a great conductor's, his
flurd cheeks are glazed wth
strenuous pleasure, his eyes are
cl ear and young again and he iIs

| aughing and the children are

| aughi ng louder. He Iis the Prince
of Shimrer, the unlikely
ralnnaker I1n their mdst. He Is a
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clunsy buffoon and therefore to
be protected, he 1s a ninble god
who can call down | aughter, and
enchant w t hout destroyi ng.

'"Now, Princess Mary Jo, | want
you to take this wooden spoon
from Samy - give her the wooden
spoon, sport - and Mary Jo, |

want you to stir this pot very
very slowy and wth trenendous
concentration. Sammy, offer her

t he pot. Thank you, Sanmny. Now.
You've all of you seen inside the
pot, haven't you? You all know
the pot Is enpty except for a few
boring | oose beads that are no
good to nman or beast.'

"And they all knowit's got a
fal se bottomtoo, you fat old
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fool," Rocco yells to huge
appl ause.

'Rocco, you are a nasty snelly
l1ttle furry ferret!’

'Raccoon! Raccoon! Not ferret!
Raccoon!'’

'Hol d your tongue, Rocco. Mary
Jo, have you ever been a princess
before? A m nuscul e shake of
Mary Jo's head tells us she has
Nno previous experience of

royalty. 'Then | want you to w sh
a Wmsh, please, Mary Jo. A very
bi g, splendid, very secret w sh.
As big as you |ike. Samy, hold
that pot very still now OUCH -
Rocco, I1f you do that again |I'Il| -
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But A iver decides on reflection
to give Rocco no second chance.

G abbi ng himby head and tail he
bends Rocco's mdriff to his
nout h and takes an enor nbus
cathartic bite out of him then
to peals of |aughter and cries of
fear spits out a convincing lunp
of fur conjured fromthe recesses
of his coat.

'Tee hee, didn't hurt, didn't
hurt!' Rocco yells above the

appl ause. But A iver ignores him
He has gone back to his act.

"Boys and girls, | want you all
to see Inside that pot and watch
t he boring | oose beads for ne.
WIll you wsh a wsh for us, Mary
Jo?'
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A denure nod advises us that Mary
Jo wll wsh a wsh for us.

"Stir slowy now, Mary Jo - give
the magic a chance - stir the
boring | oose beads! Have you

w shed, Mary Jo? A good w sh
takes tine. Ah. Superb. D vine.'

A iver | eaps back dramatically,
fingers splayed to protect his
eyes fromthe spl endour of his
creation. The birthday princess,
decked overall, stands before us,
a collar of silver beads round
her neck, a silver diadem on her
head. O i1ver weaves hi s hands

t hrough the air around her,
careful not to touch her because
touching 1s taboo.
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"Oncers all right for you,

squi re?' the shaven- headed nan
enqui res, counting twenty-five
pound coins froma chanol s-
eather bag into Aiver's open
pal m

WAt ching the coins collect,
Adiver renenbers Toogood and the
bank, and his stonach turns

w t hout his know ng why, except
that there Iis a stink of the
unnat ural about Art hur Toogood's
behaviour and It Is getting
stronger all the tine.

"Can we play billiards Sunday?"
Sammy asks as they drive agailn.

‘W'l |l see,' says diver, hel plng
hinself to a free sausage roll.
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Aiver's second engagenent of

t hat sane Friday afternoon took
pl ace 1 n the banqueting hall of
the Majestic Hotel Esplanade in
Tor quay, where his audi ence
consi sted of twenty upper-cl ass
children wth voices fromhis
chil dhood, a dozen bored nothers
I n jeans and pearls, and two
supercilious waiters wth griny
shirt-fronts who slipped Sammy a
pl ate of snoked sal non

sandw ches.

"W absol utely adored you,' said
a fine lady, witing out a cheque
In the bridge room 'Twenty-five
pounds seens frightfully cheap. |
don't know anyone who does
anything for twenty-five pounds
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t hese days,' she added, putting
up her eyebrows and smling. 'You
must be booked up the whole
time." Uncertain of the purpose
of her question, Aiver nmunbl ed
sonet hing unintel ligible and

bl ushed scarlet. 'Well, at | east
two people rang for you during

t he show,' she said. 'Unless it
was the sane nman tw ce. Desperate
for you. I'mafraid | told the
sw tchboard to say you were I n
flagrante - was that awful ?

The Sal vation Arny buil di ng at
the bottomof the town was a
contenporary red-brick fortress
w th curved corners and arrow
slit wmndows to provide the

Sol diers of Jesus wwth an all -
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round field of fire. Aiver had
dr opped Sammy at the foot of West
H |1l because Elsie Watnore didn't
want himlate for his tea. Thirty-
six children sitting at a | ong
table 1n the assenbly room waited
to eat potato chips out of paper
boxes brought by a man I n a
beaver-l anb coat. At the head of
the tabl e stood Robyn, a red-
headed wonman 1 n a green tracksuit
and fl yaway spect acl es.

"Al'l raise your right hands |1 ke
so,' Robyn ordered, whippling up
her own hand. ' Now rail se your
left hand |1 ke so. Put them

t oget her. Jesus, hel p us enjoy
our neal and our eveni ng of ganes
and dancing and not take 1t for

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (106 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

granted. Let us not get out of
order and let us renenber all the
poor children In hospital and

el sewhere who are not having any
fun tonight. Wien you see ne or
the |1 eutenant wave our arns |1 ke
so, you'll stop whatever you're
doi ng and freeze because 1t wl|
nean we have sonething to say or
you are getting out of order.'

To clunping nursery nusic the
children pl ayed pass-the-parcel,
gal | opi ng el ephants and st at ues-
when-t he- nusi c- stops. They pl ayed
sl eeping li1ons and a | ong- haired
Venus of nine becane the | ast
remaining lion to stay asl eep.
Draped at the centre of the
floor, she kept her eyes pressed
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shut while boys and qgirls
reverently tickled her wthout
vi si bl e effect.

"So 1t's on your feet for Take
That!' Aiver cried hastily as
Robyn gave a roar of fury.

The children punched air, nade
conventi onal signs of ecstasy.
Soon the strobes and the din were
giving Aiver a headache, which

t hey al ways di d. Robyn handed him
a cup of tea and bawl ed at him
but he couldn't hear her. He

t hanked her In mnme but still she
didn't | eave. He yelled ' Thanks’
above the uproar but she went on
talking until dAiver |owered the
vol ume and ti pped his head

si deways to her nouth.
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"There's a man 1n a hat needs to
speak to you,' she screaned,
unawar e t he nmusic had gone qui et.
"A green one and the brimturned
up. A i1ver Haw horne. It's
urgent.’

Peering into the flickering haze
Aiver made out Arthur Toogood at
the tea bar 1 n the custody of the
beaver-| anb coat. He was weari ng
a curly trilby and an uphol stered
ski -] acket over his suit. The
strobes were nmaki ng a podgy devi |
of himwhile he grinned and

fl apped his ral nbow hands to show
he wasn't carrying an offensive
weapon.
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CHAPTER THREE

The hospital supervisor clutched
his hands In Ol ental
supplication and regretted that
the refrigeration was deficient.
A spectral doctor Iin a

bl oodst ai ned white overall agreed
wth him So also did the Myor,
who had put on a black suit,
elther out of respect for the
dead or i1 n honour of the English
di plomatic visitors from

| st anbul .

"The refrigeration wll be
replaced this wnter,' Her
Maj esty's Consul translated for
Brock's benefit, while the
assenbl ed conpany |istened and
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nodded w t hout conprehension. 'A

new apparatus wll be installed
regardl ess of expense. A British
apparatus. It wll be personally

| naugur ated by H s Excell ency the
Mayor. A date has al ready been
appoi nted for the cerenony. The
Mayor has great regard for
British products. He has I nsisted
that only the best materials be
purchased.' Brock acknow edged
this intelligence wth a
hobgoblin's twnkly smle of
complicity, while the Mayor
energetically confirnmed his
commtnent to things British, and
his people, crowded unconfortably
round himin the cellar, nodded

I n energetic agreenent. 'The
Mayor w shes you to know that it
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s a particular sadness to him
that our friend Is from London.
The Mayor has been to London on a
visit. He has seen the Tower of
London and Bucki ngham Pal ace and
many ot her attractions. He has
great respect for British
continuity.'

|"'mglad to hear that,' said
Brock gravely wthout [ifting his
white head. 'Kindly thank the
Mayor for his trouble, wll you
pl ease, Harry?'

'He asked who you are,' said the
Consul I1n a | ower voice when he
had done this. '|I salid Foreign
O fice. Special |line 1n dead
Brits abroad.’
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"That's quite correct, Harry. You
spoke well. | thank you,' Brock
replied courteously.

But a deal of authority 1n the
voli ce despite 1ts neekness, the
Consul noted, not for the first
time. And that Merseyside twang
not always quite as honey as it
neant to be. A man of |ayers, not
all of them savoury. A predator

I n di sqgui se. The Consul was a
timd soul who hid his
sensitivity behind a w spy,

of f hand el egance. \Wen
Interpreting he frowned into the
m ddl e di stance i n the manner of
his father, a distingui shed
Egyptologist. 'l shall puke,' he
had warned Brock as they drove up
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the hill. 'l always do. |'ve only
to see a dead dog at the roadside
to bring up instantly. Death and
| sinply aren't nmade for one
another.' But Brock had nerely
sm| ed and shaken his head as If
to say It takes all sorts to make
a worl d.

The two Britons stood one side of
t he gal vani sed 1ron bat htub. The
hospi tal supervisor and the chief
doctor and the Mayor and all his
Cor porati on stood above them on a
ral sed stage on the other, their
sml|es bravely hoilsted. Between

t hem naked and wwth half his
head blown off, reclined the |ate
M Alfred Wnser. He was 1 n the
foetal position, on a bed of ice
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pellets fromthe nachine in the
mal n square just down the hill. A
part-eaten ring of sugared bread,
sonebody' s unfi ni shed breakf ast,
lay am d several cans of fly
spray on a trolley at his feet.
An el ectric fan whi ned usel essly
Il N one corner, next to an anci ent
el evat or which the Consul assuned
was used for conveyl ng bodi es.
Sonetines the wheel s of an

anmbul ance went past, sonetines a
pair of busy feet, bringing
hopeful news of the [iving. The
alr inside the nortuary stank of
putrefaction and fornal dehyde. It
ni pped at the Consul's |arynx and
turned his stonach |1 ke a sl ow
key.
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"The post nortemw || Dbe
conduct ed on Monday or Tuesday,'
t he Consul translated, frowning
vigorously. 'The pathol ogist iIs
heavi |y engaged I n Adana. He's

t he best I n Turkey, et cetera.
They al ways are. The w dow nust
first make the 1dentification.
Qur friend' s passport 1sn't
enough. Onh, and It was sulcide.’

All this to Brock's left ear I n
mur nur ed confi dences whil e Brock
went on studying the corpse.

"l beg your pardon, Harry?'

'He says It was suicide,' the
Consul repeated. And when Brock
showed no further sign of having
heard, 'Suiclide. Honestly.'
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'Who does?' Brock asked, as I f he
were a li1ttle sl ow about these
t hi ngs.

"Captain A1’

"Now which one's that, Harry?
Refresh ny nmenory if you' d be so
Ki nd. '

But Brock knew very well which
one. Long before he asked the
guestion his i nnocent blue eye
nad singled out the grinning,
ethargic figure of the | ocal
police captain in a pressed grey
uni form and gol d-ri mmed darKk

gl asses of which he was clearly
proud, |ounging wth a couple of
plain cl othes acol ytes at the
edge of the mayoral party.
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'The Captain says he has nmade
extensive I nvestigations and Is
confident the post nortemw ||
bear out his findings. Sulclde
whi | e drunk. Case conplete. He
says your | ourney was
unnecessary,' the Consul added,
In the forlorn hope that Brock
woul d see this as their cue to
| eave.

''Sui cl de by what neans now
exactly, Harry, please?" Brock
enqui red, resum ng his patient
study of the corpse.

The Consul put this to the
Captain. "A bullet,' he responded
to Brock after a staccato
exchange. 'He shot hinself.
Through the head.'
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Brock again lifted his gaze,

first to the Consul and then to
the Captain. H s eyes, belng

wri nkled at the corners, | nparted
at first sight benevol ence. But
to the Consul they were al so
unsettl i ng.

"Well, well. Yes. Thank you,
Harry, |'msure.’ Brock seened at
first uncertain whether to
continue, then took the plunge.
‘'Only 1f we're to view the
Captain's theory seriously,
Harry, which |'ve no doubt we
are, maybe he wl| start by
telling us how a man shoots his
brains out wth his hands cuffed
behi nd his back, which is the
only way | can see to account for
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the sores on our friend' s wists.
WIl|l you ask himthat for ne,

pl ease, Harry? | nust say, your
Turkish 1s first rate.’

Consul to Captain again, the
Captain very active wth his
hands and eyebrows while his eyes
remal ned bl acked out by the gol d-
ri mmed gl asses.

' The handcuff marks were on our
friend's wists when he | anded at
Dal aman airport,’ the Consul duly
translated. ' The Captain has a

W t ness who can testify to seeing
them'’

_anded what from Harry,
pl ease?

The Consul put Brock's question
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to the Captain. 'The eveni ng
flight fromlstanbul to Dal aman,
he sai d.

"The commercial flight? The
standard commercial flight?

"Turkish Airlines. Qur friend's
nane 1Is on the passenger |1 st.
The Captain would be happy to
show it to you.'

"And | woul d be happy to see It,
Harry. |'mvery inpressed by his
diligence tell him please.’

The Consul told him The Captain
accepted Brock's conplinent and
resunmed his testinony, which the
Consul translated. 'The Captain's
W tness 1S a nurse by profession
who sat next to our friend on the
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flight. She Is the best nurse iIn
t he region, the nost popul ar. She
was so concerned by the state of
our friend's wists that she
begged himto |let her take himto
a clinic as soon as the pl ane

| anded and have them dressed. He
refused. Drunkenly. Shoved her
drunkenly asi de.'

"Ch dear.'

From his rai sed stage the other
side of the bathtub the Captain
was applying his histrionic
skills to re-enacting the scene
t hat he depicted: Wnser sl unped
ungraciously I n his passenger
seat, Wnser brusquely wavi ng
away the well-intentioned nurse,
Wnser lifting his elbowto
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nmenace her.

"A second wtness who rode here
wth our friend on the bus from
Dal aman airport provides simlar
testinony,' the Consul expl al ned
to Brock after the Captaln had
agaln held forth.

"Ch he cane by bus, did he?
Brock Iinterjected happily, 1n the
manner of one enlightened. 'A
commercial flight and a
commerci al bus. Well, well. And
hima top |awer wth a maj or

f1 nance house I n the West End of
_ondon, using public transport.
‘'mvery glad to hear 1t. | nmay
ouy their shares after all.’

But the Consul woul d not be
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deflected: '"Qur friend and this
second wmtness were sitting on
the rear bench of the bus and
side by side. The second w tness
s a retired policeman, the nost

| oved policeman in the comunity,
a father to the peasants, which
makes a change. He offered our
friend a fresh fig froma paper
bag he was carrying. Qur friend
threatened to assault him The
Capt al n possesses sworn and
signed testinony fromboth these
| nportant w tnesses, also from

t he bus driver and the stewardess
on the aeroplane.' The Captain
had obligingly paused in case the
di sti ngui shed gentl enman from
London had a question. But Brock
It seened had none and the smle
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on his face betrayed only a
wor dl ess adm ration. Thus

encour aged, the Captain placed
himsel f at Wnser's narbl ed feet
and poked a punctil i ous
forefinger at the | acerated
wrists. 'Furthernore these nmarks
are not made by Turki sh
handcuffs,' the Consul announced
W t hout the small est hint of
hunour. ' Turkish handcuffs are

di stinctive because they are nore
humane, nore considerate of the
prisoner. Don't |augh. The
Capt ai n deduces that our friend
was arrested 1 n another country,
handcuf fed, and either escaped or
was ordered to run. The Captain
woul d |1 ke to know whet her there
s any record of our friend
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commtting a crine abroad before
he cane to Turkey. Al so whet her
al cohol was a feature of the

of fence. He would |1 ke you to
assist himwth this |Iine of
enquiry. He has great respect for
Engl i sh police nethods. He says
that together there Is no crine
you and he can't sol ve.'

"Tell himl'mvery flattered,

pl ease, Harry. It's always nice
to solve a crine, even If I1t's
only suicide. However, as regards

his line of enquiry, | regret to
lnformhimthat, on paper, our
friend was lily-white Iin all
respects.’

But the Consul was spared the
| abour of translating this by a
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t hunp on the steel door. The
supervisor |leapt to open It and a
tired Kurd was admtted bearing a
bucket of 1ce and an enenma t ube.
He poked one end of the tube into
t he bat ht ub and sucked the ot her.
Melted 1 ce splashed onto the
floor and ran away 1 n the gutters
unti | the bathtub had enpti ed
|tself. The Kurd dunped the fresh
lce Into the bathtub and

w t hdrew, his nmules slapping the
stone steps. The Consul | urched
after him bent double, hand

sl anmed over his nouth.

'"I"'mnot pale. It's just the

|1 ght,' he assured Brock in a
drenched nurmur as he sl unk back
I nto the room
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As I f provoked by the Consul's
return, the Mayor burst out
conmplaining In very broken
English. He was a stocky man, by
build a risen | abourer, and he
spoke fiercely, as to a group of
fellow strikers, gesticulating
w th powerful forearns, now at

t he corpse and now at the barred
w ndow beyond which |ay the town
entrusted to his care.

"Qur friend was suicide,' he
pronounced i ndignantly. 'Qur
friend was thief. |Is not our
friend. He steal our boat. He
float 1 n boat dead. Was

al coholic. Wi sky bottle was al so
Il n boat. Was enpty. Wi ch gun
make this hol e?" he denanded
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rhetorically, |abbing a stubby
armin the direction of poor
Wnser's shattered head. 'In this
town, please, who has so big
guns? Has nobody. Has all snall
guns. Was English gun. This
Engl i shman dri nks, he steals our
boat, he shoots hinself. Is
thief. |Is alcoholic. Is suilcide.
Fi ni sh.'

Brock's kindly sm | e absorbed
this onslaught wthout flinching.
"l wonder If we could go back a
little, Harry,' he suggest ed.
"Assum ng you're recovered.’

'Pl ease yourself,' the Consul
muttered m serably, dabbing his
nouth wth a paper tissue.
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"Qur friend cane here on an

Il nternal commercial flight from

| st anbul , we hear, and public bus
from Dal aman. Then he shot

himsel f, right? Now why did he do
that, | wonder? VWhat caused him
to cone here in the first place?
What did he get up to when he got
off the bus? Did he have friends
to neet? Did he book hinself a
roomin one of the town's many
fine hotel s? WAsS there a sul ci de
note? Most of our English
suicides |1 ke to | eave a |1 ne or
two behi nd them when they go.
Wiere did he get his gun fronf
Wiere 1s the gun now, | wonder?
O have they failed to show it to
us?’
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Suddenly everyone was speaki ng at
once: the hospital supervisor,

t he chief doctor, the Captalin and
several nenbers of the

Cor porati on, each anxious to
outdo the other 1 n the vigour of
his deni al.

'"There was no sui cide note and

t he Captain was not expecting
one,' the Consul transl ated
crisply, selecting the Captain's
voli ce fromthe hubbub. ' Nobody
who steals a boat, takes a bottle
of whi sky out to sea and dri nks
1t, IS In astate to wite notes.
You ask about notive. Qur friend
was a nendi cant. He was a
degenerate. He was an escaped
prisoner. Here it cones. He was a
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pervert.’

"That too, was he, Harry? My
goodness. Wat gives themt hat
| npr essi on, wonder ?'

'The police have taken the

testi nony of several handsone
Turki sh fishernen whom our friend
encountered on the waterfront In
the early evening and attenpted
to seduce,' the Consul expl al ned
I N an expressionl ess nonot one.
"All refused him Qur friend was
a rej ected honbsexual, an

al coholic, a fugitive from
justice. He decided to end it
all. He stole a bottle of whisky,
waited till dark, pinched a boat
out of spite agalnst the nen who
had repul sed his advances, took
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t he boat out to sea and shot
hinsel f. The gun fell 1 nto the
water. In due course, divers wll
pe sent down to retrieve 1t. At
oresent, wth so nany pl easure
poats and cruisers In the

nar bour, diving would not be
appropriate. \Were did he have
the gun fron?? The Captain says it
s Inmaterial where he had It
from Crimnals are crimnals.
They seek each ot her out, they
sell each other guns, 1t Is well
known. How did he nanage to carry
the gun on the internal flight
fromlstanbul ? In his |uggage.
Where I1s his | uggage? Enquiries
are proceeding. In this country,
t hat means the next mllenni um
but one.'
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Brock resuned his study of
W nser's body.

'Only that looks to ne |1 ke a
soft-nosed bullet, you see,
Harry,' he objected mildly.
"That's not an exit wound, that's
a splat-wound. You'd need a dum
dum bull et to make a hole |1I ke

t hat .

'l can't do splat,' the Consul
war ned Brock wetchedly. 'It
doesn't translate,' and gl anced
uneasily at the route of his
previ ous escape.

The Mayor was havi ng anot her
tantrum Perhaps, wth the
shrewdness of a politician, he
was nore suspicious of Brock's
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equanimty than were his
underl i1 ngs. He began strutting up
and down the cellar floor, taking
the | arger, nore aggressive Vi ew.
The English, he conpl al ned. Wy
did the English 1 magi ne t hey had
aright to barge i n here asking
guesti ons when they were

t hensel ves the cause of the
town's msfortune? Why does this
Engl | sh pederast cone to our town
In the first place? Wy doesn't
he go to sonme other town and kil l
hinsel f there? - Kal kan? Kas? -
why does he have to cone to
Turkey at all? Why doesn't he
stay I n England, 1nstead of
spoi | 1 ng people's holidays and

gl ving our town a bad nane?
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But Brock took even this tirade
Il n good part. You could tell by
his gently noddi ng head that he
saw the force of the argunent,
respected the | ocal wsdom and
the local dilenma. And this sweet
reasonabl eness gradually had i1ts
effect on the Mayor, who first
put a finger to his |Iips, and

t hen, as an exhortation to
himself to remain conposed,
patted the air with his palm up
and down as If It were a cushion
he were straightening. The

Capt ai n, however, showed no such
self-restraint. Arns raised In
surrender, though he was
surrendering nothing, he thrust a
heroic |leg forward and orated In
proud sentences kept brief for
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t he benefit of the Consul.

"Qur friend 1s drunk,' the Consul
trans|l ated I npassively. "He 1s In
t he boat. The whi sky bottle Is
enpty. He Is depressed. He stands
up. He shoots hinself. H s gun
falls Into the sea. He |1 es down
because he Is dead. In wnter we
shall find the gun.’

Brock heard all this wth every
show of respect. 'So can we take
a |look at the boat, at all,
Harry?'

The Mayor was back, eyes bl azi ng.
'"Boat was dirty! Was too nany

bl ood! Omer fromthis boat very
sad nman, very angry! Very
superstitious of God! He has burn
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boat. He don't care! |nsurance?
He spit!’

Brock pottered al one through the
narrow streets, acting the
touri st as he paused to exam ne a
di splay of carpets or Otonan
artefacts or reflections In a
conveni ent shop w ndow. He had

|l eft the Consul I n the Mayor's
office, drinking apple tea and

t hrashi ng out such techni cal
matters as steel coffins and the
regul ations regarding the
transportation of the dead once

t he post nortem had been
conducted. Pleading the necessity
of finding a birthday present for
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a non-exi stent daughter, he had
resisted the Mayor's offer of

| uncheon and been obliged iIn
consequence to listen to | engthy
recommendat i ons regardi ng the
town's many superb shops, the
best beil ng undoubtedly an air-
condi ti oned bouti que belonging to
t he Mayor's nephew. He felt no
fati gue, no slackening of his
habi tual quest. In the | ast
seventy-two hours he had sl ept at
best for six, on aeroplanes, In
taxis, on his way to hastily

call ed neetings, Whitehall 1n the
nor ni ng, Ansterdamin the

af t ernoon, and cone evening the
twlit gardens of a drug lord's
haci enda 1n Marbella, for Brock
had I nformants everywhere. Peopl e
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of all kinds were drawn to him
and for all kinds of reasons.
Even on his passage through this
l1ttl e town, hardened shopkeepers
and restaurateurs, calling out to
himto buy thelir wares, spotted
sonet hi ng about himthat gave

t hem pause am d t he hubbub. Sonme
even |lowered thelir prices In
thelir heads. And when, 1 n the act
of crossing the road to see who
around himfaltered or abruptly
changed direction, Brock gave a
cheerful wave and an apol ogetic
'Next tinme perhaps!', they

di scovered thelir Iintuitions In
sone vague way confirnmed by his
rejection, and followed himwth
their eyes and kept a | azy

| ookout for himin case he shoul d
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happen their way a second ti ne.

Reaching the little fishing

nar bour with its white-palnted

| ght house, ancient granite nole
and bustling taverns, he

conti nued to display an open

pl easure I n everything he saw.

t he chandl ers and j eans shops
where, If he had had a daughter,
he m ght have found what he was
| ooking for, the pleasure

crui sers and gl ass-bottoned
safari boats, the little traw ers
In their fishing-net mantil | as,
the griny ochre jeep parked on a
red dirt track cut Iinto the

hill side behind the harbour. Two
figures sat init, one boy, one
girl. Even fromsixty yards off,
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you coul d see they were as
scruffy as the jeep. Brock
entered a chandler's, handled a
few things, glanced in mrrors
and settled for an anusing T-
shirt that he paid for wmth the
credit card he used for
oper ati onal expenditures.
Shoppi ng bag I n hand, he wandered
out along the nole until he
reached the |1 ghthouse where,
quite alone, he drew a cell phone
fromhis pocket, dialled his
office In London and at once the
West Country voice of Tanby his

| 1 eutenant was providing himwth
a series of disjolnted nessages

t hat were nonsense to anyone who
did not know their iInner neani ng.
Having |1 stened to these In
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sil ence Brock growl ed, ' Got you,'
and rang off.

A narrow wooden staircase |ed up
to the dirt track. Brock clinbed
It as any tourist mght. The
ochre | eep had di sappear ed.
Gaining the track he skirted a
row of half-built holiday houses
and cl i nbed another flight of
stairs to an upper |evel where
nore houses had been staked but
not yet started. This second
track was strewn wth buil ders'
junk and enpty bottles. Brock

ol aced hinself at the verge, a
or ospecti ve buyer getting the
feel of the place, picturing the
view fromthe unbuilt houses.
Siesta tine was approaching. No
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vehi cl e, no pedestrian, not a
dog. Fromthe village bel ow, two
conpeti ng nmuezzi ns noaned their
exhortations, the first
perenptory, the second soft and
W nni ng. The ochre | eep appear ed,
throwmng up red dust. The driver
was a pebble-chinned girl wth
broad cl ear eyes and a scruffy

bl onde mane. Her boyfriend, if

t hat was who he was, sul ked

besi de her 1 n the passenger seat.
He wore a three-day beard and one
earri ng.

Brock | ooked up the road and down
the hillside he had | ust

ascended. He raised a hand, the

] eep stopped, the tailgate was
flung open fromwthin. On the
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rear seat |lay a pile of rugs,
sone rolled, sone fol ded. Brock
sprang aboard and wth an agility
remar kable for his age flattened
hinself on the floor. The boy
threw the rugs over him The girl
drove the jeep at a stately pace
up the zigzag track to a pl ateau
hi gh on the headl and and st opped.

"All clear,' sald the bearded
boy.

Brock energed fromthe carpets
and sat hinself on the back seat.
The boy turned on the radi o, not
too | oud. Turkish nusic, clapping
hands, tanbouri nes. Ahead of them
| ay a redstone quarry, disused
and nmar ked dangerous by crunbl i ng
noti ceboards. There was a wooden
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bench, now broken. There was a

turning place for lorries,

overgrown, and a view of SiX
smal | | agged 1 slands stepping In
descendi ng order out to sea.
Across the bay white hol i day
vil |l ages nestled in ravines.

let's hear 1t,' Brock ordered.

They were Derek and Aggi e and

there was no | overs' bond bet ween

t hem however nuch Derek m ght

W sh It otherw se. Derek was
shaggy and thundery i n the nodern
| diom Aggie was straight-eyed

and | ong-| egged, and

unconsci ously el egant. Derek gave

his story while Aggie watc
mrrors and seened not to
They had taken a room at t

ned t he
near .

ne
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Driftwood, Derek said, wth an
accusi ng eye for Aggie - an
upmar ket dosshouse wth a tavern
and a gay lrish barman call ed
Fideli o who could get you
anyt hi ng you want ed.

'The whole town's buzzing, Nat,'
Aggi e broke 1 n, speaking I1n a
trimd aswegi an accent. 'There's
only the one topic from norning
till night and that's W nser.
Everyone's got a theory. Mbst
peopl e have two or three.'

The Mayor featured I n nost of the
runours, Derek continued as |If
Aggl e had not spoken. One of the
Mayor's five brothers was a big
wheel 1 n Gernmany. Runour had it

t hat he owned a heroin ring and a
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t eam of Turkish construction
wor kers. Aggi e once nore
| Nt errupt ed.

'He owns a bunch of casinos, Nat.
And a |l elsure centre on Cyprus.
Gross turnover like mllions. And
get this. The runpurs say he's in
w th one of the big Russi an
nobs. "'

'I's he now?' Brock marvel |l ed, and
all owed hinself a private smle
whi ch sonehow enphasi sed hi s age
and apart ness.

According to the runours, Derek
went on, this same brother was
actually 1n town on the day of
W nser's death. He nust have
dropped Iin from Germany because
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he was seen driving round In a

| 1 nrousi ne belonging to the sister-
In-law of the Chief of Police for
the district.

'The police chief's brother iIs
married to a Dal anan heiress,'
Derek said. "It was her firm
provided the |1 nmousines that net
the private jet fromlstanbul .’

"And Nat, Captain Al rides polnt
for the police chief' - Aggie
again, excitedly - "I nean,
they're a sackful of cats, Nat.
There's not one of them hasn't
got a piece of the other one.
Fidelio says All actually took
Wednesday off, just so he could
drive the lino for his chief's
sister-in-law. Okay, Captain
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All's not exactly a nental Titan.
But he was there, Nat. At the
murder. Part of the action. A
copper, Nat! Taking part 1n a
ritual gang nmurder! They're worse
t han ours!’

"Are they though?' said Brock
softly, and for a nonent

everyt hing stopped, for this was
a subj ect dear to Brock's heart.

'"There's this ex-qgirlfriend of
Fidelio's cook,' Derek said.

' Freaked- out English scul ptress,
Chel t enham Ladi es Col | ege, three
needles a day and living wth a
bunch of lowife In a commune out
on the headl and. Drops into the
Driftwood to collect her junk.'
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'She's got this little boy, Nat,'
Aggl e cut 1n again while Derek
scow ed and col oured. 'Zach, his
nane 1s. He's hell 1 n bare feet,
bel i eve ne. The comune ki ds,
they all run wld, hustling
flowers to the tourists and
draining the petrol out of their
cars while they're away taking a
|l ook at the Otoman fort. So
Zach, he's up I n the nountalns
anong the goats doi ng God knows
what wth a bunch of Kurdi sh

KI ds, when a whol e convoy of

| ousi nes and | eeps pulls up

oel ow them and the fell ows all
get out and act a scene froma
gangster novie.' She broke off as
| f expecting to be chall enged,
but neither Derek nor Brock
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spoke. 'One man gets shot while
the rest of the gang filmhim
Wien they've killed him they
throw himin a jeep and drive
down the hill and away I nto town.
Zach says It was |Just great.
Bl ood |i ke real blood and
everything.'

Brock' s pal e gaze was strai ning

across the bay. Billows of white
cl oud rose behind the cocksconb

ridges. Buzzards circled In the

shi nmeri ng heat.

" And deposited himin a di nghy
wth an enpty whisky bottle,' he
sal d, conpleting her story for
her. 'Lucky they didn't do the
sane to Zach. Anyone |ive up
there apart from goats?
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'Rocks and nore rocks,' said
Derek. ' Beehives. Lot of tyre
mar ks. '

Brock's head turned until his
eyes were feasting thoughtfully
on Derek's and his good smle
seened cast In i1ron. 'I thought I
told you not to go up there,
young Derek.'

'"Fidelio's trying to flog ne his
ol d Harl ey-Davidson. He let ne
try it for an hour.'

"So you tried i1t.’

" Yes.
" And di sobeyed orders.'

"'Yes.
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"And what did you see, young
Der ek?'

"Car tracks, |Jeep tracks,
footprints. Lot of dried bl ood.
No attenpt to clear up. Wy

bot her to sweep everythi ng under
t he carpet when you own the Mayor
and the police chief? And this.'

He dropped it into Brock's
wal t 1 ng hands: one scrunpl ed
bunch of cell ophane wth the
words video - 8/60 printed In
r epeat .

"You get out of here tonight,'
Brock ordered when he had spread
t he cel |l ophane on his knee. 'The
both of you. There's a six p.m
charter fromlzmr. They're
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hol ding a couple of seats for you
- and Derek.'

Yes, sSir?

"On this occasion, Iin the eternal
struggl e between initiative and
obedi ence, Iinitiative paid off.
Whi ch nmakes you a very | ucky
young man, doesn't 1t, Derek?

'Yes, sSir.

Estranged from each other in all
but their work, Derek and Aggi e
returned to their attic at the
Driftwood and packed their

ki tbags. Wil e Derek went
downstairs to pay the bill, Aggie
shook out their sleeping bags and
gave the rooma tidy. She washed
t he remal ni ng cups and saucers
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and put them away, w ped down the
hand- basi n and opened t he

W ndows. Her father was a
Scottish school naster, her nother
a general practitioner and
visiting angel of the poorer

3 asgow suburbs. Both had noti ons
of decency that went beyond the
ordinary. Her mnistrations

compl eted, Aggie trotted after
Derek to the jeep and they set
off at speed along the w ndi ng
coast road to lzmr, Derek
driving wmth an air of 1njured
manhood and Aggi e watching the
hal rpi n bends, the valley beneath
t hem and t he cl ock. Derek, still
snmoul dering from Brock's rebuke,
was silently vow ng he woul d
resign the Service as soon as he
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got hone, and qualify as a
solicitor 1if it killed him It
was an oath he took once a nonth
at least, usually after a couple
of pints Iin the canteen. But
Aggi e, on a different tack
entirely, was torturing herself
Wwth nenories of the child Zach.
She was renmenberi ng how she'd

pi cked himup the day he cane
trotting into the taverna wth
NS noney to bargain for an i1ce -
pulled him for God' s sake! -
now she had danced wth him

ski mmed stones with himon the
beach and sat wth himon the sea
wall while he fished, one arm
round his shoul der Iin case he

sl i pped. And she wondered what
she t hought of herself, the
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twenty-five-year-old daughter of
her parents, worm ng secrets out
of a kid of seven who bel i eved
she was the woman of his |ife.

CHAPTER FOUR

Perched |1 ke a royal coachman at
t he wheel of his over-polished
Rover, Arthur Toogood drove at a
stately pace down the w ndi ng
hill while Aiver followed himin
hi s van.

"What's all the fuss about ?

A iver had asked Iin the Sal vation
Arnmy forecourt as Toogood

hel pfully handed up the wrong
box.

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (158 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

"There's no fuss, Adlie, that's
not the tone at all,' Toogood had
retorted. '"It's the searchlight.
|t can happen to anyone,' he

| nsi sted, handing up the right
one.

"What searchl i ght?

' The beamthat cones round, takes
a ook at us, finds no fault and
passes on,' Toogood had said

neat edl y, already dism ssive of
N1s own netaphor. 'It's totally
random Not hi ng personal at all.
Forget about i1t.'

"What's It exam ning us for?

"Trusts, as It happens. They're
doing Trusts this nonth. Trusts
Corporate, Charitable, Famly,
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O fshore. Next month i1t wll be
Securities, or short-term | oans,
or sone ot her branch of

busi ness. "

"Carnen's Trust?

" Anong ot hers, many ot hers, yes.
What we call a non-aggressive
dawn raid. They choose a branch,
| ook at the nunbers, ask sone
guesti ons, nove on. Routine.'

"Why are they interested in
Carnen's Trust suddenly?

Toogood had by now becone

t horoughly cross wth being
guestioned. 'It's not | ust
Carmen's. It's all Trusts.
They' re doi ng a general

| nspection of Trusts.'
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"Wy are they doing it In the
mddle of the night?" A iver had
persi st ed.

They parked 1 n the bank's cranped
back yard. Intruder |ights beat
down on them Three steps led to
a steel rear door. Toogood
crooked a finger to type the
entry code, changed his m nd and
nmade an | npul sive grab for
Aiver's left Dbiceps.

‘Alie.’
Adi1ver shook his armfree.
"VWhat ?'

"Are you - were you - expecting
any novenent on Carnen's account ?
Recently, say, over the |ast few
nonths - Iin the near future, for
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| NSt ance?’
' Movenent ?'

"Monies 1n or out. Never m nd
what novenent. Action.'

"Why should | be? We're both
trustees. You know what | know.
What ' s happened? Have you been
pl ayli ng games?"

'No, of course not! We're on the
sane side in this. And you
haven't - you've had no advance
noti ce of anything?

| ndependent |l y? Privately? From
anyone? You're aware of no ot her
factor affecting the Trust's
position - as of recent date?

'"Not a dickie bird."
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'Good. Perfect. Stay that way. Be
exactly who you are. A child's
magi ci an. Not a dickie bird.'
Toogood' s eyes gl eaned greedily
under the brimof his hat. 'Wen
t hey ask you thelr routine
guestions, say exactly what you
just said to ne. You're her
father, you're a trustee, as |
am bound to do your duty.' He
typed a nunber. The door buzzed
and opened. 'They're Pode and
Lanxon from Bi shopsgate,' he
confided, wlling Aiver ahead of
himinto a steel-grey corridor
Wwth striplights. 'Pode's snall
but he's big. Big in the bank.
Lanxon's nore your type. Heavy
fellow. No, no, no, on you go,
yout h before beauty, or whatever
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t hey say.'

|t was a starry sky, diver

noti ced before the door closed on
them A pink noon hung above him
cut to pieces by the razor wre
coiled along the courtyard wall.
Two nen sat at a conference table
In the w ndow bay of Toogood's

of fice, both worried about their
nal r. Pode, snall but big in the
nank, was tweedy wth rimess

ol focal s, and his exiguous hair
was drawn over his scalp in
tramines all starting fromthe
same side of his head. Lanxon the
heavy fellow was an A d Boy of
somewhere, wth bud-11ike ears and
a tie adorned wth golf cl ubs,
and a news announcer's w g of
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brown W r e- wool .

"You took sone finding then, M
Hawt hor ne,' sai d Pode, not

al together playfully. "Arthur's
been chasing round town after you
|1 ke a man denented, haven't you,
Art hur ?'

"My pl pe bother you?' Lanxon
asked. 'Sure not? Take your coat
off, M Hawt horne. Chuck 1t over
t here.'

Ai1ver renoved his beret but not
his coat. He sat down. A stralned
sil ence foll owed whil e Pode
fiddled wth papers and Lanxon
gardened at his pilpe, gougi ng
sodden tobacco onto an ashtray.
White blinds, Aiver recorded
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glumMy. Wiite walls. Wite
l1ghts. This Is where banks go at
ni ght .

'Mnd If we call you AOli1e? Pode
asked.

'What ever .

'It's Reg and Walter - never

Wally, 1f you don't mnd,' said
Lanxon. 'He's Reg.' The silence
came back. '"And |'mWalter,' he
added for a |l augh he didn't get.

"And he's Walter,' Pode
confirmed, and all three nen
smled anvkwardly - on A ver,
t hen on one anot her.

You shoul d have grey silky side-
whi skers, diver thought, and
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pur pl e noses tweaked wth frost.
You shoul d have turnip watches

| Nsi de your topcoats, Instead of
bal | poi nt pens. Pode held a pad
of yellow | egal paper In his
hand. Scribbles Iin nore than one
handwriting, diver noticed.

Col ums of dates and nunbers. But
Pode wasn't doing the talking.
_anxon was. Ponderously, through
NS pl pesnoke. He would junp
straight 1n, he said. No point In
beat i ng about the bush.

"My particular bailiwck for ny
sins Is bank security, dlie.

What we call conpliance. That's
everything fromthe nightwatchnman
who' s been wal |l oped on the nut to
noney-| aundering to the teller
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who Is subsidising his salary
fromthe cash drawer.' Still no
one | aughed. 'And, as you w ||
have gat hered from Art hur here,
Trusts' He took a suck of his
pipe. It was of the short-
barrelled variety. In his

chil dhood, A i ver renenbered, he
had had one not unlike 1t, nmade
of china clay, for bl ow ng
bubbles In the bath. '"Tell us
sonething, Alie. Wio's M Crouch
when he's at hone?

An abstraction, Brock had replied
when A iIver had asked himthe
sane question a hundred years ago
In a pub In Haomersmth., W

t hought of calling himJohn Doe
but It's been done.
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'He's a friend of ny famly's,"
Aiver sald to the beret on his
lap. Dull, Brock had dinned into
him Stay wth dull. Don't turn
up the lights. Us coppers |iKke
dul | .

'Ch yes?' said Lanxon, all
puzzl ed 1 nnocence. '\What sort of
friend, | wonder, AQlie?

'"He lives 1n the West | ndi es,
Aiver said, as 1f that defi ned
the friendship.

"Ch yes? A black gentl eman then,
| dare say?'

'"Not as far as | know. He | ust
l1ves there.'

'VWhere for 1 nstance?
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"Antigua. It's in the file.'

M st ake. Don't nmake him | ook a
fool. Better to | ook one
yourself. Stay wth dull.

'Ni ce bl oke? Like hinf' said
Lanxon, eyebrows raised high in
encour agenent .

"I never net him He conmuni cat es
t hrough solicitors in London.'

Lanxon frowns and smles at the
sane tine, 1 ndicating rel uctant
doubt. Puffs at pipe for sol ace.
No soap bubbl es appear. Makes
rictal grinmace which anong

pl pesnokers passes for a smle.
"You never net him but he nade a
personal gift to your daughter
Carmen's Trust of one hundred and
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fifty thousand pounds. By way of
his London solicitors,' he
suggest ed t hrough a noxi ous cl oud
of snoke.

t's approved, says Brock. In a
oub. In a car. Walking I n a wood.

on't be a fool. It's signed for.
Aiver refuses to be swayed. He
has refused all day. | don't care

whet her 1t's approved or not.
|t's not approved by ne.

"Don't you find that a sonmewhat
unusual way to carry on?' Lanxon
was enqui ri ng.

"What way?'

'To make such a | arge financi al
gift to the daughter of sonebody
you never net. Through
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solicitors.’

"Couch 1s arich man,' d i ver
sald. "He's a distant rel ati ve,
sone kind of cousin renoved. He
appoi nted hinself Carnen's
guar di an angel .

"VWhat we call the vague uncl e
syndrone then,' said Lanxon, and
directed a smrk of heavy portent
at Pode and then at Toogood.

But Toogood t ook unbrage at this.
'It's not a syndrone of any shape
or kind! It's a perfectly nornal
banki ng practice. Arich nman, a
friend of the famly, appointing
himself a child' s guardian angel -
that 1s a syndrone, | grant you.
And a very normal one,' he ended

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (172 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

triunphantly, contradicting
hinsel f at every turn, yet
carrying his point. "Am | not
right, Reg?

But little Pode who was big In

t he bank was too absorbed I n his
yel |l ow pad to answer. He had
found another angle for 1t, one

| ess anenable to Aiver's |li1ne of
sight, and he was questioning It
earnestly through his bifocals
while the reading | anp nmade his
striped pate glisten.

'dlie,'" sald Pode quietly. H s
volice was thin and circunspect, a
rapl er to Lanxon's bl udgeon.

"What 1s 1t?" said diver.
'Let's go over this fromthe
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start, can we?'
'"Go over what ?'

"Just bear wwth ne, please. |I'd
|1 ke to begin on the day of the
Trust's birth and reason forward,
I f you don't mnd, Adlie. I'"'ma
technician. Interested in

ant ecedents and nodus oper and!.
Wil you bear wwth ne?" diver
the dullard gave a shrug of
acqui escence. 'According to our
records you cane to see Art hur
here In this very roomby prior
appol nt nent el ghteen nont hs ago
al nost to the day, and one week
exactly after Carnen's birth.
Correct ?

"Correct.' Dull as nud.
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"You had been a custoner of the
bank for six nonths. And you had
recently noved into the area
after a period of residence
abroad - where was that now, |

f or get ?'

Ever been to Australia at all?
Brock 1s asking. Never, Qi ver
replies. Good. Because that's

where you' ve been for the | ast
four years.

"Australia,' sald Aiver.
"\VWhere you had been - what ?

"Drifting. Sheep stations.
Serving fried chicken in cafés.
What ever cane al ong.'

"You weren't I nto your magic,
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t hen? Not In those days?
INO_I

" And you had been non-resident in
the UK for tax purposes for how
|l ong, by the tinme you returned?

We're di sappearing you from

| nl and Revenue records, Brock had
sal d. You resurface as Haw hor ne,
resident on return from
Austral 1 a.

"Three years. Four,' Qdiver
replied, correcting hinself for
extra dullness. 'More |1 ke four.'

'So when you went to Arthur you
were by then a UK tax-resident
but self-enpl oyed. As a nmgi ci an.
Married.'
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Yes.

"And Arthur gave you a cup of
tea, | expect, did you, Arthur?

A burst of hilarity to rem nd us
how much bankers | ove the hunman
t ouch what ever tough deci sions
they are obliged to take.

He hadn't got enough in his
account,' Toogood rejoined, to
show how human he was t oo.

'"It's the antecedents I'mafter,
you see, Alie,' Pode expl al ned.
"You told Arthur that you want ed
to put sone noney I n trust,
right? For Carnen.’

"Right .’
"And Art hur here sal d -
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reasonably enough, assum ng you
were tal king of a nobdest sum -
why not just go for National
Savings or a building society or
an endownrent policy? Way go

t hrough all the pal aver of a
formal |egal Trust? Correct,
alie?

Carmen Is six hours old. Aiver
stands 1n one of the old red
phone boxes that the councillors
of Abbots Quay have I nsisted on
preserving for the pleasure of
our foreign visitors. Tears of
joy and relief stream down his
face. |'ve changed ny m nd, he
tells Brock between chokes. |'1]
t ake the noney. Nothing' s too
good for her. The house for
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Heat her and whatever's left for
Carnen. Just as long as it's
nothing for ne, I'll take it. Is
that corruption, Nat? It's

f at her hood, says Brock.

"Correct,’ dilver agreed.

"You were adanmant that 1t had to
be a Trust, | see.' The yell ow
page again. 'A full-blown Trust.'

Yes.

"That was your position. You
wanted to | ock up this sum of
noney for Carnen and throw away
the key, you told Arthur - you're
a great note-taker, Arthur, 'l
give you that - you wanted to be
sure that, whatever becane of

you, or of Heather or anybody
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el se, Carnmen woul d have her nest
egqg.

Yes.

"There 1n trust. Qut of reach.
VWaiting for her when she grew to
wonman's estate, got narried or
what ever young | adies wll be
doing by the tine she reaches the
ri pe age of twenty-five.'

Yes.

Fussy adj ustnent to bifocals.
Churchy pursing of lips. Two
fingertips to coax a tram i ne of
bl ack hair back into position.
Resune. ' And you had been advi sed
- or so you told Arthur here -
that 1t was possible to open a
Trust wwth a nom nal anount and
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add to this anmount whenever you
or anybody else felt flush.'

An 1tch had forned on the tip of
Aiver's nose. He rubbed It
fervently wth his big palm
f1ngers upwards. Yes.'

'So who gave you that advi ce,
Alie? Wio or what pronpted you
to cone to Arthur that day, one
week after Carnen had been born,
and say | want to open a Trust ?
Specifically a Trust? And talk
qui te knowl edgeably on the

subj ect too, according to
Arthur's neno here?

"Crouch.’

"Qur sane M Ceoffrey Crouch?
Residing in Antigua and

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (181 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

cont act abl e t hrough his London
solicitors? It was Crouch who
gave you the original advice to
set up a proper |egal Trust for
Car nen. '

By letter.'

-rom Crouch personal | y?

-rom his solicitors.'

'"Hs London solicitors or
solicitors In Antigua?

'l don't renenber. The letter's

on file, or 1t should be. | gave
everything relevant to Arthur at
the tine.'
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"Who duly filed i1t,' Toogood
confirned wmth sati sfaction.

Pode was consulting his yell ow
page. 'Messrs Dorkin Wolley, a
reputable Gty firm M Peter
Dorkin has M Crouch's power of
attorney.’

Aiver decided to showa little
tenperanent. Dull tenperanent.
"Then why did you ask?"

"Just checking the antecedents,
Alie. Just making sure.'

s it 1llegal or sonething?

'I's what 1|1l egal ?

"Her Trust. What's been done. The
antecedents. Is i1t 1llegal?
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'"Not Iinthe least, Alie' -
def ensi ve now - 'not by any
neans. Nothing illegal or

| rregul ar about 1t whatever.
Except 1t appears that Messrs

Dor kin Wool | ey haven't nmet M
Crouch either, you see. Wl l,
that's not unknown, | suppose.’
He considered the semantic point.
"It's Irregul ar, perhaps, but
1t's not unknown. He's very
reclusive, | nmust say, Is your M
Crouch.'

'"He's not ny M Crouch. He's
Carnen's.'

"I ndeed he 1s. And her trustee as
well, | see.'’

Toogood was agal n taking unbrage:
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"Why shoul dn't Crouch be a
trustee?’ he demanded, nuch
aggrieved, of the two nen from
London together. 'Crouch provided
the cash. He's the settlor. A
friend of the famly, part of the
Hawt hor ne tapestry. Wiy shoul dn't
he want to nake sure Carnen's
noney 1s handled I n a proper
manner ? WAy shoul dn't he be
reclusive if he wants to be? [|'||
be reclusive one day. Wien |'m
retired.’

Lanxon, the heavy fell ow had
decided to return to the charge.
Propped on one | unpy el bow, he

| eaned massi vely over the table,
pi pe 1 n hand and w r e-wool

forel ock | eadi ng, every I nch our
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security officer. 'So acting on
M Crouch's advice,' he said,

hal f-closing his eyes for extra
shrewdness, 'you open the Carnen
Hawt horne Trust wth yourself and
M Crouch and Arthur here as
trustees and you pay Iin five
hundred pounds of start noney.
Two weeks later this sumis

| ncreased by a further one
hundred and fifty thousand
pounds, thanks to the generosity
of M Crouch. Yes?' He had

gui ckened t he pace.

Yes.

'"Did Crouch pay out any ot her
nonies to your famly, that
you' re aware of ?'
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INO.I

'"No, he didn't? O no, you're not
aware of thenf'

"l haven't got any famly. My

parents are dead. |'ve no
brothers or sisters. That's why
Crouch adopted Carnen, | suppose.
There was no one el se.’

' EXcept you.'

"Yes.'

"And he has given you personally
nothing? Directly or indirectly?
You derive no benefit from
Crouch?'

INO_I
'Never di d?
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] NO. ]
'Never wwll - far as you know?'
1 NO_ 1

"Ever dealt wth him had

busi ness dealings wth him
borrowed fromhim even
Indirectly - through solicitors?

'"No to all of 1t.'

"Who palid for Heat her's house
then, diver?

"1 did.'

"What w t h?'

'Cash.’

'Qut of a suitcase?

"Qut of ny bank account.’
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"And how did you accunul ate this
cash, 1f I may ask? Through
Crouch, perhaps, through his
associ ates, his shady busi ness
deal 1 ngs?'

"It was nponey | saved In
Australia,' sald Aiver gruffly,
and began to col our.

'Did you pay Australian tax on
your earnings during your
resi dence there?

'The earni ngs were casual. Maybe
tax was deducted at source. |
don't know. '

"You don't know. And you kept no
records, of course? He cast a
know ng si deways gl ance at Pode.
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"No, | didn't.'
"Why not ?'

'Because | didn't fancy
hitchhi king ten thousand m| es

wth a set of records in ny
backpack, that's why.'

'"No, well, | don't suppose you
woul d,' Lanxon conceded w th

anot her gl ance for Pode, not half
so know ng. 'So how nmuch did you
bring back fromAustralia to UK
inall, Adlie? Hw nuch had you
saved up, put 1t that way?

"When |'d bought the house for
Heat her and the furniture and the
van and t he equi pnent, that was
pretty nmuch ny lot.'
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'Did you ever follow any ot her
occupation out there 1n Australia
at all? Never dealt 1 n any - what
| mght call comodities, |et us
say - substances -'

He got no further. Toogood saw to
t hat. Toogood had taken the whol e
| nputation on hinmself. Half-
rising fromhis chair, he ained
his piglet forefinger stralght at
Lanxon's heart. 'That's a bl oody
outrage, Walter! dlie's ny

val ued custoner. You take that
back right now.'

Aiver stared into the mddle
di stance whil e Pode and Toogood
wal t ed awkwardly for Lanxon to
extricate hinself, which he did
by resorting to ponderous
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| nhuendo.

'So neanwhi |l e,’ Lanxon suggest ed,
'It'"s Alie and Arthur 1 n charge
of the Trust, 1t's sone funny
solicitor 1 n London rubber-

st anpi ng what ever you decide to
do, and it's reclusive M Crouch,
who as usual nobody can find

I ncluding his solicitors,
crouchi ng out of sight In his
house I n Antigua, West Indies.'
Aiver sald nothing - Just sat
and watched himflail, as they
all did. 'Ever been there?
Lanxon demanded, | ouder still.

"VWher e?'

"H s house. I n Antigua. Were
d' you t hi nk?
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INO.I

'l don't expect nany peopl e have,
have they? Assum ng there's a
house to go to, of course.'

"That's a travesty, that 1s,

Wal ter!' Toogood decl ared, now

t horoughly I ncensed. ' Crouch
Isn't a rubber stanp, he's a
sound financial mnd, as good as
t he brokers any day and soneti nmes
better. Aiver and | agree
strategy, we put It up to Crouch
via his solicitors, we get his
say-so. \What could be nore

shi pshape than that?' Sw ngi ng
round In his chair, he appeal ed
to Pode who was big i n the bank.
"All of this was reported to Head
Ohfice at the tinme, Reg. Legal
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Departnent | ooked at 1t, we
passed It pro forma to Crimnal
ntelligence and never heard a
peep. Trustee Departnent | ooked
at 1t. The Revenue didn't bl nk,
Head O fice told us well done and
get on wth it. And we did. Very
effectively, If | may say so.
Turned a hundred and fifty

t housand Into one nine eight In

|l ess than two years and rising.'
He swung back to Lanxon.
'Not hi ng' s changed except the
nunbers. The Trust's a regional
matter, to be handled locally. By
Alie here and by nyself as | ocal
| ncunbent, which i1s fair and
normal. It's only the size of the
noney that's altered, not the
principle. The principle was
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est abl | shed el ght een nont hs ago.'

Aiver slowy collected his |1 nbs
together until he sat upright.
"VWhat nunbers? How have t hey
changed?' he denanded. ' What
haven't you told ne? |'m Carnen's
father. |'mnot |ust her

trustee.’

Pode took an age to answer. O
per haps the delay was in diver's
m nd. Perhaps Pode answered
straight out, and Aiver's m nd,
havi ng recorded what Pode sai d,
ran the tape slowy, over and
again, until the nonstrosity of
t he nessage had sunk Iin. "A very
| arge sum of nobney has been paid
| nto your daughter Carnen's
Trust, Adlie. It's so | Mmense
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t hat the bank assuned it nust be
a m stake. M stakes can happen.

| nstitutional noney msrouted In
error. A couple of digits
transposed. M I Ilions of pounds
ending up In sone unlikely
private account till we get on to
the remtting bank and sort It
out. But In this case the
remtting bank Is adamant t hat
the right anmount of nobney was
sent to the right account. To the
credit of the Carnen Haw hor ne
Trust. The donor anonynous
because that's what he or she

W shes to be. You can't beat down
the Sw ss when it cones to
banki ng confidentiality. The
law s the law for them The
code's the code. From a custoner,
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and you can sing for the rest.

Al they're prepared to tell us
IS the noney cones froma well -
conduct ed account of | ong

st andi ng and they've every reason
to be confident of the integrity
of the client. Fromthere on In,
1t's a blank wall .’

'How nuch?' sald Qi ver.

Pode did not falter. 'Five
mllion and thirty pounds. And
what we'd all |1 ke to know I s,
where did it cone fronf? W' ve
enqui red of Crouch's solicitors.
Not fromhim they say. W' ve
asked t hem whet her M Crouch

m ght otherw se be able to
enl i1 ghten us regarding Carnen's
benefactor. M Crouch iIs
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travelling at present, they tell

us. They wl | advise us In due
course. Well, travelling, that's
no excuse these days. So If

Crouch didn't send it, who did?
And how did he or she cone by it
In the first place? Who wants to
gl ve your 1 nfant daughter's Trust
five mllion and thirty pounds In
cash, yet not be a trustee, not
Informthe trustees I n advance,
and not reveal his or her nane?
We t hought you m ght be able to
tell us, you see, Aiver. Nobody
el se can, apparently. You're our
one chance.'

Pode paused to allow Aiver to
speak but Aiver had nothing to
say. He had retreated again. He
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was hunched 1 nside the collars of
his overcoat, |ong black hair
swept back, w de brown eyes fi xed
on sonething distant, the tip of
one |arge finger wedged to his
lower lip. In his head he was

wat ching clippings fromthe | ousy
filmof his life so far - a fl at-
fronted villa on the Bosphorus,
schools, all failures, a white-
wal | ed I nterview ng room at

Heat hr ow ai r port.

'Take your tine, Alie," Pode
urged, 1n the tone of soneone
exhorting himto repentance.
"Thi nk back. Sonmebody I n
Austral i a perhaps. Sonebody from
your past or your famly's past.
A philanthropist. Arich
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eccentric. Another Crouch. D d
you ever buy a share in a gold
m ne or sonething? Did you ever
have a busi ness partner -
sonebody who m ght have struck

| ucky?' No answer. Not even a
sign that he was heard. 'Because
we need an expl anation, you see,
Alie. A convincing one. Five
mllion pounds sent anonynously
froma Sw ss bank, well, that's
nore than certain authorities In
this country are wlling to

swal | ow w thout a pretty good
expl anation.'

"And thirty,' diver rem nded
him And thought back. And
further back, until his features
acquired the solitude of a | ong-
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termprisoner. 'VWiich bank?' he
asked.

'One of the biggest. Never mnd.'
"VWhi ch one?'

' nt onal Federal of Zurich. C
F. '

A iver gave a distant nod,
acknow edgi ng the right-ness of
this. 'It's a death,' he
suggested in a renote vol ce.
'Soneone's left a WII.'

'W asked that, Alie. I'mafraid
we quite hoped It was the case.
Then at | east we'd have a chance
of seel ng docunents. C 8c F
assure us that the settlor was
alive and well and I n possession
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of his nental faculties at the
tine of the transfer. They rather
| mply that they've been back to
hi m and confirned the
lnstruction. They don't say It In
as many words, the Swss won't do
that. But the inplication is
there.'

"Then 1t's not a death,' diver
sald, for hinself rather than for
t hem

Yet agal n Lanxon sprang i nto the
breach. 'All right. Suppose it
was a death. Who's dead then? O
who Isn't? Wio's alive now, who
m ght be | eaving Carnen five
mllion and thirty quid on his
deat h?"
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Gradual ly while they waited
Aiver's nood changed. It Is sald
that when a man Is sentenced to
be hanged a contentnent descends
over himand for a while he
perforns all sorts of m nor tasks
W th precision and diligence.

A iver now acquired that kind of
friendly clarity. He stood up,
smled and politely excused

hi nsel f. He stepped into the
corridor and nmade his way to the
nen's room whi ch he had observed
on his passage to Toogood's
office. Inside, he | ocked the
door and gazed into the mrror
whi | e he nade an assessnent of
his situation. He stooped over

t he handbasin, turned on the cold
tap and wth water fromhis great
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cupped hands rinsed his face,

| magi ni ng he was washi ng away
sone version of hinself that was
no | onger operative. There beil ng
no towel he beat his hands wth
hi s handkerchi ef which he then
tossed into the waste bin. He
returned to Toogood's office and
pl aced hinself Iin the doorway,
filling it wwth the folds of his
overcoat. He spoke courteously
and directly to Toogood, I gnhoring
Pode and Lanxon.

'd litke to talk to you al one,
pl ease, Arthur. Qutside, If

that's all right." And he stepped
back to | et Toogood go ahead of
hi mdown the corridor. They stood
I n the back yard again, under the
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stars, surrounded by the high
wal | and the razor wre. The noon
had freed itself of earthly
attachnents and | ay | uxuriously
above the bank's many chi mey
pots, washed by a ml ky haze. "I
can't accept the five mllion,'
he said. 'It's not appropriate
for a child. Send it back to
where It cane from'

'"No go,' Toogood rejoined wth
unexpected force. 'As trustee |
haven't the authority, nor have
you. Nor has Crouch. It's not up
to us to say the noney's cl ean.
|t's up to the authorities to say
It's not. If they don't, the
Trust nust keep it. If we refuse
1t, twenty or so years from now
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Car nen can sue the bank, sue you,
ne and Crouch to hell and back.'

"G to the Courts,' diver said.
"Ask for a ruling. Then you're
protected.’

Startl ed, Toogood began to say
one thing, then changed his m nd
and said another. "All right, we
go to the Courts. What have they
got to work on? Hunch? You heard
what Pode said. A well-conduct ed
account, a client of Integrity iIn
full possession of his faculties.
The Courts wll say the
authorities are powerl ess unl ess
t hey can put up a crimnal case.’
He t ook a pace backward. 'Don't

| ook |1 ke that. What are you,
anyway? What do you know about
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Courts?

Aiver had noved neither feet nor
body, he had his hands deep In
hi s overcoat pockets and they
stayed there. So it could only
have been his bul k and the
expression on his great noi st
face 1n the noonlight that had
prompt ed Toogood to recoil so
abruptly: the gathering grimess
of Aiver's holl owed eyes agal nst
the stars, the despalring anger
round the nouth and | aw.

"Tell them | don't want to talk
to themany nore,' he told
Toogood, clinmbing into his van.
"And open the gates, please,
Arthur, or |I'll have to snmash

t hem down.'
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Toogood opened the gates.

CHAPTER Kl VE

The bungalow lay Iin a private
unmade road call ed Aval on Wy,
huddl ed bel ow the crest of the
hill and out of sight fromthe
town, which was one of the things
that Ai1ver had |i ked about iIt:
nobody sees us, nobody thinks
about us, we're 1 n nobody's
consci ousness except our own. Its
nane was Bl uebell Cottage and
Heat her had wanted to change it
but Adiver, wthout giving his
reasons, had overruled her. He
preferred to re-enter the world
as It stood, to be absorbed and
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hi dden away and forgotten. He

| 1 ked the summer when the trees
were I n |leaf and you couldn't see
t he bungal ow fromthe road. He

|1 ked the w nter spells when
Lookout Hi Il 1 ced over and
not hi ng went by for days. He

| 1 ked the plain boring nei ghbours
whose predi ctabl e conversation
never threatened himor went
beyond t he bearabl e. The
Andersons 1n Wndernere ran a
sweet shop at Chapel Cross. A
week after Christnas they had

gl ven Heat her a box of |1 queur
chocolates wwth holly on i1t. The
Mllers in Swall ows' Nest were
retired. Martin, an ex-firenan,
had taken up watercol ours, every
| eaf a mast erpi ece. Yvonne read
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tarot cards for friends and was a
sidesnan 1 n the church. To have
thelir decent ordinariness on
elther side of himwas a confort
and to begin wth he had felt the
sane way about Heat her and her
pat hetic need to pl ease everybody
all the tine. We're both
fragnment ed peopl e, he had
reasoned. |f we put the fragnents
of oursel ves together and have a
baby to unite us, we'll be fine.

'Haven't you got any old famly

phot ogr aphs or anythi ng?' she had
asked himsadly. 'It's a bit one-
sided, all ny rotten | ot and none

of yours, even if your |ot are
dead.’

Lost, he had expl ai ned. Left
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behind in nmy kit 1n Australi a.
But that was all he told her. It
was Heather's |ife he wanted, not
his own. Heather's relations,
chil dhood, friends. Her banality,
her continuity, her weaknesses,
even her infidelities, which gave
hima kind of absolution. He
want ed everything he'd never had,
at once, ready-nade, backdat ed,
warts and all. H s pessimsm was
a gigantic I npatience that
required life to be set |ike a
tea-table for himby yesterday:
dull friends wth silly opinions,
bad taste and all the commopnest
factors.

Aval on WAy was a hundred yards
long wiwth a turning bay and a
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fire hydrant at the far end.
Cutting the van's engine A iver
coasted down the dark road and
parked. Fromthe turning bay he
wal ked back lightly, favouring

t he grass verge, scanning enpty
cars and darkened houses because
the curse of stealth was on him
and so were nenories of other
tinmes. He was 1 n Sw ndon where
Brock had trained himin usel ess,
furtive things. 'W're | acking
concentration, son,' a kindly

l nstructor told him '"It's not
havi ng your heart Init iIs the
probl em expect you're one of

t hose do better on the night.'
The noon hung ahead of hi m nmaki ng
a white |adder in the sea.
Sonet | nes when he passed a
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bungal ow a burglar |ight plopped
on, but the denizens of Aval on
WAy were frugal souls and it soon
went out again. Heather's parked
Vent ura, exaggerated by the
noonl 1 ght, |ooned vastly In the
driveway. The curtains in her
bedr oom w ndow were drawn shut, a
| 1 ght gl owed behind them She's
readi ng, he thought. Bodi ce-
rippers, whatever her book cl ub
sends her. Who does she think of
when she reads that stuff? Howto
books. What to do when your
partner tells you he doesn't | ove
you and never did.

The curtains in Carnen's w ndow
were of gauze because she needed
to see stars. At the age of
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el ght een nont hs she had al ready

| ear ned how to nmake her w shes
known. The small tilt w ndow at

t he top, open because she |1 ked
alr but not a draught. Her Donald
Duck night-light on the table.
The tape of Peter and the Wl f to
send her to sleep. He |istened
and heard the sea but no tape.
From t he darkness of a copper
beech he nmade a survey of the
garden and everything he saw
accused him The new Wendy- house,
or new | ast summer when Qi ver
and Heat her Hawt hor ne were buyi ng
everyt hi ng because buying was the
only |l anguage left to them The
new clinbing frame with bits

al ready m ssing. The new plastic
children's slide, warped. The new
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paddl e pool, clogged wth | eaves,
nal f 1 nflated, dying where it

ay. The new shed for the new
nount ai n bi kes they swore they
woul d ride religiously every
norning of their newlife wth
Carnmen riding pillion as soon as
she was bi g enough. The barbecue,
|l et's have Toby and Maud round:
Toby her enployer at the estate
agents, wth a BM\N a mani acal

| augh and an espousing w nk for

t he husbands he was cuckol di ng.
Maud his wfe. Aiver wal ked back
al ong the grass verge to the van
and call ed the nunber on his

ear phone. First he got a | anguid
bit of Brahnms, then a shriek of
rock nusic.
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'Congratul ati ons. You have
reached Heat her and Car nen

Hawt horne's ancestral pile. H.
|"mafraid we're having too nuch
fun to take your call at the
nonent but If you' d i1 ke to | eave
a nessage wth the butler -

"I" mdown the road Iin the van,'
Aiver said. 'Have you got
anybody wth you?'

'"No, | Dbloody haven't,' she
retort ed.

' Then open the door. | need to
talk to you.'

They stood facing each other iIn
t he hall under the chandeli er

t hey had bought together at
architectural reclaim The
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hostility between themwas |1 ke a
heat. Once she had | oved himfor
making magic in the children's
ward at Christmas, for his sloppy
dexterity and warnth. She had
called himher gentle giant, her

| ord and school master. Now she
was cont enptuous of his size and
ugl i ness, and kept her distance
whi | e she | ooked for things to
hat e about him Once he had | oved
her fallings as a precious charge
upon him she is the reality, |
amthe dream Her face in the

| 1 ght of the chandelier was

brui sed and shi ny.

'l need to see her,' he saild.

"You can see her Saturday.'
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"I won't wake her. | just need to
see her.'

She was shaki ng her head and
grimaci ng to show t hat he
di sgust ed her.

'No,' she sai d.

‘"I promse,' he replied, not sure
what he was prom si ng.

They were speaking I n danped

voi ces for Carnen's sake. Heat her
cl utched her nightgown at her
throat to block his view of her
breasts. He snelt cigarette
snoke. She's taken it up again.
Her |l ong hair, naturally dark
orown, was dyed bl onde. She had
orushed It before letting himin.
|"mgoing to have it cut short,
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|"msick of It,' she'd say to get
hi mgoing. '"Not an inch,' he'd

say, stroking it, folding it

agal nst her tenples, feeling his

ust collect. 'Not half an i nch.
love It as It I1s. | love you, |

ove your hair. Let's go to bed.'

|"ve had a threat,' he said,
lying the way he'd always lied to
her, 1n a tone to discourage
guestion. 'People | got m xed up
wth in Australia. They've found
out where | |ive.'

"You don't l1ve here, diver. You
visit when |'mout, not when |I'm
In,' she retorted, as I f he had
proposi tioned her.

'l need to make sure she's safe.'’

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (219 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:31]



John le Carré

'She's safe, thank you. As safe
as she can be. She's beginning to
get used to the 1dea. You live In

one place, | |live In another
place, Jillie helps ne | ook after
her. It's hard, but she's worKking
It out.' Jillie the au pair.

"It's these people,’ he said.

"Adiver. Ever since |'ve known
you there's been little green nen
who were going to cone and get us
In the night. It's got a nane,
you know. Paranoia. Perhaps it's
time you tal ked to sonebody about
1t.'

'Has anyone funny call ed? Strange
enquiries - people comng to the
door, asking questions, offering
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you unlikely things to buy?

'W're not I1n a novie, Aiver.
We're ordinary people |living
ordinary lives. Al of us except
you. '

Has anyone cal | ed?' he repeat ed.
' Phoned. Asked for ne.' He caught
the flicker of a hesitation In
her eye before she answered.

"A man tel ephoned. Three tines.
Jillie got him'

For ne?’

"Well, 1t wasn't ne, was 1t, or |
woul dn't be telling you.'

"VWhat did he say? Who was he?
' Tell diver to ring Jacob. He
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knows the nunber. | didn't know
you'd got a Jacob tucked away. |
hope you'll be very happy.'

‘"When did he call ?

'Yesterday and the day before. |
was going to tell you when we
next spoke. Al right, I'msorry.
Go on then. Look at her.' But he
didn't nove except to grasp her
upper arns. 'Aiver,' she
protested, pulling angrily free
of him

"A man sent you roses. Last
week,' he said. 'You rang ne.'

"That's right. | rang you and
told you about it.'

"Tell me again.'
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She heaved a theatrical sigh. "A
| | rousi ne brought ne sone roses

wth a nice card. | didn't know
who they were from R ght?

"But you knew t hey were com ng.
The firmhad rung up I n advance.'

"The firm had rung up. Correct.
We're delivering sone flowers for
Hawt hor ne and when w il | sonebody
be 1 n? '

"I't wasn't a local firm'

"No, 1t was a London firm It
wasn't Interflora, It wasn't the
little green nen. It was speci al
bl oons being sent all the way
from London by a firmthat

speci alises Iin special bloons and
when wll | be Iin to receive
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t hen? You're joking, | said.

You' ve got the wong Hawt hor ne,
but they hadn't, It was us. A Ms
Heat her and a M ss Carnen, they
sal d. And how about six tonorrow
evening? | still thought It was a
j oke or a mstake or a selling
gimm ck, even after | rang off.
Six o'clock on the dot next day
this inousine rolls up.'

"What ki nd?"

"A shiny great Mercedes - | told
you, didn't 1? - and a chauffeur
In a grey uniformli ke one of the
ads. You ought to wear gaiters, |
sald to him He didn't know what
gaiters were. | told you that bit
t 00.°
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"What col our ?’

'The chauf f eur ?’

'The Mercedes.'

"Metallic blue, polished |ike a
weddi ng car. The chauffeur was
white, his uniformwas grey and

t he roses were creany pink. Long-
stenmed, scented, |just opened and
atall white china vase to put
themin.'

"And a note.'
"That's right, Aiver, a note.'
'Not signed, you said.’

'"No, Aiver, | didn't say it
wasn't signed. | said It was
signed To two beautiful | adies
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fromthelir devoted admrer on the
firms card, Marshall Bernsteen,
Jernyn Street, W. Wen | rang
themto find out who the admrer
m ght be, they said they weren't
at liberty to reveal the nane of
t he custoner even if they knew
1t. Lots of flowers went out that
way from anonynous custoners,
particularly round St Val entine's
Day, which it wasn't, but their
nol I cy was the sane all year.
RIight ? Satisfied?

'Have you still got thenf

'"No, Aiver. | haven't. | had a
li1ttl e nonent, as you know, when
| thought they m ght have been
fromyou. Not because | wanted
themto be particularly, but
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you're the only person | know
who's mad enough to nake a
gesture li ke that. | was

m staken. It wasn't you, as you
were kind enough to tell nme iIn
very clear ternms. | thought of
sendi ng them back or giving them
to the hospital, but then |

t hought to hell wwth it, at | east
sonebody | oves us, and |'ve never
seen roses |like that inny life
and t hey were sent to us, so |
did everything | could think of
to make themlast. | bashed the
ends of the stal ks and m xed the
l1ttl e packet of powder into the
wat er and kept themin a cool
place. | put six in Carnen's room
and she | oved them and when |
wasn't worried about nysterious
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sex maniacs | was conpletely iIn
| ove wth whoever sent them'

'Did you throw away the note?'

'The note was not a clue, A1 ver.
It was witten by the firmto the
sender's dictation. | checked. So
It was no good ne puzzling over

t he handwiting.’

'So where I1s 1t?
"That's nmy busi ness.'
'How many roses were there?

'More than anyone's ever given ne
before.'

"Didn't you count thent”

'@rls count roses, diver. It's
what they do. It's not that
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they're greedy. They |1 ke to know
how nuch they're | oved.'

' How many?'
"Thirty."

Thirty roses. Five mllion and
thirty pounds.

"And you' ve heard not hing since,’
he asked, after a space. 'No
phone call - letter - nothing to
foll ow t hem up?

'"No, Aiver, nothing to foll ow
them up. | have raked over ny
entire lovelife, which doesn't
anount to a lot, thinking of all
ny nmen who m ght have struck it
rich, and the only one | could
come up wth iIs Gerald who was
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al ways going to wn the Irish
Sweepstake but in the interimhe

was on the dole. However, | |1ve
I n hopes. The days go by but |
still | ook out of the w ndow now

and then 1 n case there's a bl ue
Merc waiting to whi sk us away
sonewhere, but 1t's usually

rai ning.'

He stood at Carnen's Dbedsi de,
peering down at her. He stooped
over her until he could snell her
warnth and |isten to her
breat hi ng. She snuffled and
appeared about to wake as Heat her
grabbed his wist and marched him
Into the hall, through the open
doorway and down t he path.

"You' ve got to get out,' he told
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her .

She didn't understand him ' No,"
she said. 'You have.'

He was glaring at her w thout
seel ng her properly. He was
shaki ng. She could feel the
shaking in his wist before she
let 1t go.

"Away from here,' he expl al ned.
"Both of you. Don't go to your
not her or your sisters, they're
too obvious. Go to Norah's.'
Norah her friend, the one she
talked to for an hour at full
rates every tine they had a row.
"Tell her you've got to get away
for a bit. Say I'mdriving you
mad.
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"I'"'ma working wonman, d i ver.
What do | tell Toby?

"You'll think of something.'

She was scared. She was dreadi ng
what ever O i1 ver dreaded, even iIf
she didn't know what 1t was.
"Aiver, for Christ's sake.'

"Call Norah tonight. 1I'll send
you noney. \Watever you need.
Someone wl| cone and see you and
expl ai n.'

"Wy don't you do the expl al ning
yoursel f?' she screaned after
Nl m

t was his secret place not ten
m nutes' drive fromthe bungal ow
at the end of a tinber track cut
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into a hilltop. It was where he
had cone to practise his ball oon
scul pture and his pl ate-spinning
and the juggling he couldn't get
his hands round. |t was where he
used to hide hinmself when he was
afraid he would hit her or smash
up the house or kill hinself out
of rage at the deadness of his
soul. Sitting up here Iin the van
wth the w ndow down he woul d
wait for his breathing to settl e,
l1stening to the prickle of pine
trees and the new ng of night
gulls and the runbl e of other
people's worries comng up from
the valley. Sonetines he woul d
sit all night staring into the
bay. Sonetines he saw hi nsel f

bal anced on the sea wall at high

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (233 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

tide, kicking off his shoes
before junping feet first Into
the foam O the sea becane the
Bosphorus, and he 1 nagi ned a
constant criss-cross of small and
| arge boats nearly colliding.
Parking in his usual corner, he
swtched off the engi ne and

st abbed out Brock's nunber on the
green digits of his carphone. He
heard the altering tones as his
call was rerouted, and knew he
had dialled right because he
heard a wonman's voice reciting

t he nunber back at him which was
all she ever did, she was a
recorded wonan, an unattal nabl e
abstracti on.

"It's Benfjam n for Jacob,' he
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sal d.

More at nospherics, foll owed by

t he voice of Tanby, Brock's
emacl at ed shadow. Cadaver ous
Cor ni sh Tanby who drives Brock's
car for himwhen he needs to
catch an hour's ki p. Fetches
Brock's Chinese take-in for him
when he can't | eave his desk.
Fronts for him lies for him
haul s ne upstairs when ny feet
are |lame fromdrink. Tanby the
calmvoice in the storm the one
you want to throttle wth your
sweat | ng hands.

'"Well, there's a nice surprise at
ast, Benjamn,' said Tanby, all
jaunty. 'Better |ate than never,
wll say.’
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'He's found us,' diver said.

'Yes, Benjamn, | fear he has.
And t he Skipper would |1 ke a one-
to-one wwth you in this regard as
soon as possible. There's a fast
train | eaving your neck of the
woods at eleven thirty-five
tonorrow norning, if that's
conveni ent, sane place, sane
routi ne. And the SKkipper says to
bring a toothbrush and a coupl e
of your Gty suits and bits to
mat ch, specially the shoes.

You' ve seen the newspapers, |
dare say?

"What newspapers?

'Then you haven't. Good. Only the
Ski pper doesn't want you worri ed,
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you see. Everybody you care about
s all right, he says to tell
you. No |l osses wwthin the famly,
not as of now. He wants you
reassured.’

"VWhat newspaper s?’

'"Well, | take the Express
nysel f.'

Aiver drove slowy back into
town. H s neck nuscles were
aching. There was sonet hi ng odd
going on in the big veins | eading
to his head. The newspaper Kki osk
at the railway station was

cl osed. He drove to a bank, not
his own, and took two hundred
pounds cash out of the wall. He
drove to the waterfront and found
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Eric at his usual corner table iIn
t he brasserie across the square,
eati ng what he always ate now he
was retired: liver, chips and
mushy peas and a gl ass of the
Chilean red. Eric had stooged for
Max M Il er and understudied wth
the Crazy Gang. He had shaken
nands wth Bob Hope and sl ept, he
| ked to say, Wth every pretty
ooy I n the chorus. When A i ver
was on a bender, Eric would drink
al ong wth him apol ogi sing that
his years prevented himfrom
keepi ng pace wwth Aiver's
consunption. And I f the need
arose Eric would take A iver back
to his apartnent which he shared
wth an ailing young hairdresser
cal |l ed Sandy, and open up the

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (238 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

sof a-bed 1 n the | ounge so that

A i1ver could have a nice rest and
baked beans for his breakfast In
t he nor ni ng.

"How s tricks, Eric?" diver
asked, and Eric at once thrust up
t he cl own's hooped eyebrows t hat
he darkened wth G ecian Fornul a.

'They cones and they goes, ny
son, I'Il put 1t that way.
There's not quite the demand

t hese days for a geriatric poof
wth origam and the bird-noi ses.
| expect 1t's the recession.’

On a page torn fromhis diary
Adiver wote out a list of his
engagenents for the next few
days.
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'"It's nmy guardian, Eric,' he
expl ained. 'He's had a heart
attack and he's asking for ne.
And here's a bit of extra.' He
slipped himthe two hundred
pounds.

'Now don't you go being too hard
on yourself, ny son,' Eric

war ned, stow ng the noney I nside
his bright check jacket. 'It
wasn't you who I nvented deat h.
God did. God's got a lot to
answer for, you ask Sandy.'

Ms Watnore was walting up for
him She | ooked pal e and scar ed,
t he way she had | ooked when
Cadgw th cane to feel Sammy's
col |l ar.
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"I'f he rang once he nust have
rung a dozen tinmes,' she burst
out. ' Where's that Alie? Tell
himhe'd no cause to run out on
ne. Next thing |I know, he's on ny
doorstep, ringing ny bell and
slamm ng ny |etter box and waki ng
up nextdoors.' He realilsed she
was tal ki ng about Toogood. ‘|
can't have trouble, AOlie. Even
for you. I'"'min debt to ny eyes,

| ' ve got nel ghbours, |'ve got

| odgers, |'ve got Sammy. You're
too much, Aiver, and | don't
know why. "

She t hought he hadn't heard her
because he was | eani ng over the
hall table, reading her Daily
Tel egraph, which wasn't usual In
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himat all. He hated newspapers,
woul d actually make a detour to
avold them So she thought he
must be fobbing her off and was
going to tell himto get his head
out of that newspaper and give
her a proper answer. Then she
took a cal ner | ook at himand
knew by his posture of al ertness
and her own Intuition that what
she had al ways feared woul d
happen had happened, and that he
was finished for her, and for
Sammy too, It was over. And she
knew, even If she couldn't put
her know edge I nto words, that
all the tine he had been wth her
he' d been hiding from sonet hi ng,
not just his child or his

marri age, but from hinself as
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well, given what her | ate husband
woul d have called his callibre.
And that whatever 1t was he had
been running away from It was

bi gger than his wfe and child
and It had cone to find him

HOLI DAY LAWER SHOT DEAD I N
TURKEY, A i1ver read. Photograph
of Alfred Wnser, described as
Chi ef Legal O ficer to the West
End fi nance house of Single
Single, and | ooking strictly

l egal 1n the horn-rimed
spect acl es that he never wore

unl ess he was Iinterview ng a new
secretary. ldentification of body
del ayed while a nationw de search
IS nounted for the w dow who,
according to her nother, 1Is
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t aki ng advant age of her husband's
absence to have an away-fromit-
all holiday of her own. Cause of
death still to be determ ned,

foul play not ruled out, vague
tal k of a resurgence of Kurdish
terrorismin the region.

Sammy stood 1 n the doorway,
weari ng one of his late father's
pul | overs as a dressing gown.
"What about our billiards? he
demanded.

'lI"ve got to go to London,'
Aiver sald, not lifting his head
fromthe newspaper.

'How | ong for?

' Few days."
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Sammy di sappeared. A nonent | ater
the voice of Burl |ves cane
floating down the staircase
singing 'I never wll play the
wld rover no nore'.

CHAPTER SI X

For his reunion with Ai1ver after
several years of separation Brock
took all the usual precautions
and others that were | ess usual
but dictated by the discreet
crisis that was breaking over his
departnent, and by his al nost

rel1 gious sense of Aiver's
rarity. It 1s an axiomof Brock's
profession that no two I nfornmants
shoul d ever use the sane safe
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house, but I1n Aiver's case Brock
| nNsi sted on a house w t hout an
operational history of any Kkind.
The result was a furnished three-
bedrooned brick villa in the
backwoods of Canden, wth an all -
ni ght Asian grocery store one
side and a bustling G eek
restaurant the other. Nobody was
| nterested 1n who went 1 n or out
of the battered front door of
nunber 7. But Brock's precautions
did not stop there. Aiver m ght
be hard to handl e, but he was
Brock's ewe lanb, his prize
acquisition and his Benjamn, as
every nenber of the crew was nmade
t horoughly aware. At Waterl oo
station, rather than entrust
Aiver to an unmarked van, Brock
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had Tanby neet himon the
platform and usher himinto a
tane London cab, sit wwth himin
t he back and pay the fare I n cash
| 1 ke any honest citizen. And In
Canden he posted Derek and Aggi e
and two equally unlikely | ooking
crew nenbers on both pavenents
wth the task of making sure that
A iver, consciously or otherw se,
nad brought nobody I n his wake.

n our world, Brock liked to
oreach, you did best to think
dirty and double 1t. But wth
Aiver, If you knew what was good
for you, you added the nunber you
first thought of as well.

|t was m d-afternoon. Arriving at
Gatw ck alrport the previous
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ni ght, Brock had driven hinself
straight to his anonynous office
In the Strand and tel ephoned

Al den Bell on the secure |1 ne.
Bell| was Commander of the iInter-
service task force to which Brock
was currently assi gned.

'It's a conpany town,' he told
him after relaying Captain Alil's
sui cide theory wth appropri ate
scepticism 'It's either we nake
you rich or we nake you dead. The
town's chosen rich.'

'Wse chaps,' said Bell, an ex-
soldier. "WAar party after prayers
tonorrow. At the shop.'

Then, |1 ke an anxi ous shepherd,
Brock called up his out-stations
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one by one, beginning wth a
shuttered corner flat In Curzon
Street, passing to a British

Tel ecomrepalir van at the edge of
Hyde Park and fromthere to the
headquarters car of a nobile
squad assigned to a | ost valley
In the enptiest part of Dorset.
"What ' s new?' he demanded of each
team | eader w thout bothering to
| ntroduce hinself. Not a peep,
sir, cane the disappolnted
answers. Not a whisper, sir.
Brock was relieved. Gve ne tine,
he thought. Gve ne Aiver. A
church-11ke quiet overtook him
while he set to work transferring
his operational expenses to a
claimform It was broken by the
buzz of his Whitehall 1 nternal
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line and the glib voice of a very
senior, hairless Metropolitan
police officer naned Porl ock.
Brock at once pressed a green
button that engaged the tape
recorder.

"VWhere the hell have you been,
Mast er Brock?' Porl ock denmanded,
all banter, and Brock saw in his
nenory the naked grin stretched
hunour | essly across Porl ock's
pitted jaw and wondered, as he
al ways wondered, how anyone so
brazenly corrupt could walk so
bold for so | ong.

'"Nowhere |'d |1 ke to go agal n,
t hank you, Bernard,' he said
primy.
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This was how t hey al ways spoke:
as 1 f their nutual aggression
were a sparring gane, whereas on
Brock's side It was a deadly

ear nest duel that only one of

t hem could w n.

'So what's on our m nd, Bernard?
Brock asked. ' Sonme peopl e sl eep
at night, I'mtold.'

"Who killed Alfred Wnser then?
Por| ock denmanded coaxi ngly,
t hrough the sane [ ong grin.

Brock affected to search his
nenory. 'Wnser. Alfred. Ah, yes.
Wll, it wasn't the common col d
that killed him was it, not
according to the papers? |'d have
t hought you boys woul d be out
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t here by now, cone to think of
1t, frustrating the locals In
their enquiries.’

"So why aren't we, Nat? Wiy does
nobody | ove us any nore?

'"Bernard, | amnot paidto
justify the com ngs and goi ngs of
t he di stingui shed gentl efol k of
Scotland Yard.' He was still
seeing the taunting sml e,

talking at 1t. One day, If | live
| ong enough, 'l Dbe tal king at
It through the bars, | swear.

"Wy are those fairies in the
Foreign Ofice insisting | walt
and see the Turkish police report
before forcing ny nasty
attentions on thenf? There's
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sonebody's hand at work and |'ve
a good idea I1t's yours, when It
Isn't busy el sewhere,' said
Por | ock.

'Now you' ve shocked ne, Bernard.
Wiy woul d a nmere downt r odden
custons officer two years off
retirenent seek to interfere wth
t he wheels of justice?

"You chase noney-| aunderers,
don't you? Everyone knows
Single's are | aunderi ng noney for
the WIld East. They're

practically listed Iin the Yell ow
Pages. "

'"So how does that | ead us to the
random nmurder of M Al fred
W nser, Bernard? You're | osing ne
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on the causality, I"'mafraid.'

'"Wnser's a related case, 1sn't
he? |If you can find out who
killed Alfred Wnser, maybe you
can nail Tiger. | can see that
one playing wth our Whitehall
mast ers, specially when
acconpani ed by a nice brown
nose.' He affected an offensively
posh accent, and rendered 1t wth
a honophobe |lisp. ' Let ol d Net
handle this one. This one Is
mght up old Net's street. '

Brock allowed hinself a pause for
prayer and contenmplation. |'m
watching It In action, he

t hought. It's happening to ne
here and now. Porlock Is com ng
to the protection of his
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paymaster, and he's doing it
under the arclights. Get back to
t he shadows, he thought. If
you're a crook, act |ike a crook,
and don't sit next to ne at

weekly neetings. 'l don't chase

| aunderers, Bernard, you see,'
Brock explained. '"|I've | earned ny
| esson on that one. | chase their

noney. There was one | chased,

|l ong ago, It's true,' he
remnisced in a caricature of his
Li ver pool twang. 'Put a | ot of
very expensive | awers and
accountants on to him turned him
| nsi de out. FIve years and
several mllion quid of public
noney | ater he gave ne two
fingers Iin open court and wal ked
out a free man. |'mtold the jury
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are still trying to read the | ong
wor ds. So goodni ght to you,
Bernard, and nany of them'

But Porl ock had not quite done
wth him

"Here. Nat.’

"VWhat 1s 1t?

'Let your hair down. Little club
| know in Pimico. Very friendly
people, not all of the male
gender. On ne.'

Brock nearly | aughed out [ oud.
"You' ve got this one a bit wong,
haven't you, Bernard?

"Why' s that then?

"Pol 1 cenen are supposed to be
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bri bed by crooks. They don't go
bri bi ng one anot her, not where |
come from'

Rel eased, Brock unl ocked a

form dabl e wal | -safe and drew out
a har dbacked, quarto-sized, ruled
diary | abelled hydra in his own
hand, opened It at the day's date
and wote as follows In his

pal nst aki ng courtroom
copper pl at e:

0122 hrs, unsolicited I ncom ng
call from DY Supt Bernard Porl ock
seeking Information regarding the
state of 1 nvestigation into the
murder of A Wnser. Taped
conversation termnated 0127 hrs.

And having filled In the rest of
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his claimform he rang his wfe
Lily at honme 1 n Tonbri dge,

al though it was by now two 1 n the
norning, and |let her regale him
Wwth stories of dark doings iIn
the [ ocal Wonen's Institute which
she confided Iin a breathl ess
torrent.

"And that Ms Sinpson, Nat, she
marches straight up to the jans
tabl e and she picks up Mary
Ryder's jar of marnal ade and she
smashes It on the floor. Then she
turns round to Mary and she says,
Mary Ryder, 1f your Herbert ever
st ands out side ny bat hroom w ndow
agaln at eleven o' clock at night
wth his nasty nature in his hand
"Il set the dog on hi mand
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you'l |l both be sorry.’

He didn't say where he' d been

t hese | ast days, and Lily didn't
ask. Sonetines the secrecy
saddened her, but nore often it
was |1 ke a shared and precious
bond of service. Next norning
pronpt at eight-thirty, Brock and
Al den Bell|l headed southward in a
cab across the river. Bell was a
graceful figure wth a seem ng
courtliness that wonen trusted at
their peril. He sported a
mlitary-looking suit of green

t weed.

'Had an 1nvitation froma bald St
Bernard | ast night,' Brock

Informed him 1 n the short-range
murmur wwth which he reluctantly
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| nparted secrets. 'Wnts ne to go
Wwth himto a dirty club he knows
in Pinmico so that he can take
conprom si ng phot ographs of ne.’

"Nothing if not subtle, our
Bernard,' said Bell grinmy, and
there was a shared nonent whil e
t hey pooled their 1 ndignation.
'One day,' said Bell.

'One day,' Brock agreed.

Nei t her Bell nor Brock was any

| onger what he seened. Bell was a
sol di er and Brock, as he had

rem nded Bernard Porl ock, a
hunbl e custons man. Yet both had
been assigned to the Joint Team
and both were aware that the
first purpose of the Teamwas to
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close artificial gaps between
departnents. Each second Sat urday
of the nonth any nenber not
engaged el sewhere was Invited to
attend these Iinfornmal prayer
sessions held in a gl um box-
shaped bui |l di ng besi de the
Thanes. The speaker today was a
W se wonan from Research who
treated themto the | atest
doonsday tally of International
crine: - this many kil os of ex-
Sovi et weapons- grade nucl ear
materials sold under the counter
to this or that Mddle Eastern
maveri ck

- this nany thousands of nmachi ne
guns, automatic rifles, night
vi si on gl asses, | andm nes,
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cluster bonbs, mssiles, tanks
and artillery pieces dunped by
neans of spurious end-user
certificates on the newest terror-
friendly African despot or

nar cot yr ant

- this many billions of drug
noney spirited into the so-call ed
whi t e econony

- this many tons of refined
herol n shi pped via Spalin and
northern Cyprus to the foll ow ng
Eur opean ports

- this many tons reached the
British whol esale nmarket 1 n the
| ast twel ve weeks, street val ue
this many hundreds of mill i ons,
this many kil os I npounded,
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anmounting to an estinmat ed. 0001
per cent of gross.

|1l egal narcotics, she said
sweetly, now accounted for one
tenth of all world trade.

Aneri cans spent seventy-ei ght
billion dollars a year on their
drugs habit.

Worl d production of cocal ne had
doubled Iin the |last ten years,
heroin had tripled. The iIndustry
turned over four hundred billion
dol I ars annual | y.

South Arerica's mlitary éelite
now nade drugs, not war.
Countries unable to grow their
own crops were offering chem cal
refineries and sophi sticated
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forms of transportation as a
neans of getting a toehold In the
busi ness.

Uni nvol ved governnents were I n a
guandary. Should they frustrate

t he success of the black econony -
assum ng they were able - or

share In 1ts prosperity?

| n di ctatorshi ps, where public
opi nion was Irrel evant, the
answer was obvi ous.

| n denocracies a doubl e standard
exi sted: those who preached zero
tol erance were giving a free

|1 cence to the black econony
whi | e those who preached
decrimnalisation were offering
|t safe conduct - which was the
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W se wonan's cue to tiptoe into
the Hydra's lair.

"Crinme no longer exists In

| sol ation of the state, If It
ever did,' she declared, wth the
firmmess of a headm stress

| ecturing her school | eavers.
'Today's stakes are too big for
crinmne to be left to the
crimnals. W are no | onger

| ooki ng at advent urous outl aws
who w ||l reveal thenselves by

cl unsi ness or repetition. Wen
one cont al nerl oad of cocal ne
safely landed at a British port
s worth a hundred m1llion
pounds, and the harbourmaster i1Is
enjoying a salary of forty

t housand, we are | ooking at
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ourselves. At the harbourmaster's
ability to resist tenptation on
an unprecedented scale. At the
har bour master's superior. At the
docksi de police. At their
superiors. At Custons. And
theirs. At the enforcers,

bankers, | awers and

adm ni strators who | ook the other
way. To I nagine that these people
can synchroni se their

col | aborative efforts wthout a
central conmand and contr ol
system and the active connivance
fromothers in high positions, IS
absurd. That's where the Hydra
conmes in.'

A pop from sonewhere as the
| nevitable visual aid was fl ashed
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onto the screen behind her,
show ng the anatony of the
British body politic |aid out
l1ke a famly tree. Strewn across
It were the Hydra's many heads
and, 1n gold, the ey |iInes that
connected them I|nstinctively
Brock' s eye sel ected the
Metropolitan Police, where the
bal d sil houette of Porlock |Ike
an arrogant Roman nedal | 1 on

presi ded, and the gold |ines
spewed out of himli ke fountalns
of munificence. Born Cardiff

1948, Brock rehearsed: 1970,

] ol ned West M dl ands Regi onal
Crime Squad, reprinmanded for
excessive zeal 1 n the perfornance
of his duties, 1.e. faking

evi dence. Sick | eave, pronoted on
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transfer. 1978, joined Liverpool
Docks Pol i ce, secured spectacul ar
convi ction of usel ess drugs gang
that was unw sely conpeting wth
establ i shed rival. Three days
after trial ended, took all-
expenses-pal d holiday I n southern
Spain wmth | eaders of said rival
gang. C al ned he was gat heri ng
essential crimnal intelligence,
exonerated, transferred on
pronotion. 1985, i1 nvestigated for
al | egedly accepting I nducenents
fromidentified | eader of a
Bel gi an drugs syndi cat e.
Exoner at ed, commended, pronoted
on transfer. 1992, featured in
British tabloid press | unching
wth two nenbers of an il egal
Serblian arnms procurenent team at
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a girlie restaurant I n

Bi rm ngham Caption: 'PORLOCK THE
WARLOCK. Whose side are you on,
Superi ntendent ?' Awarded fifty

t housand pounds |1 bel danmages,
exonerated by Internal enquiry,
pronoted on transfer. How do you
face yourself 1 n the shaving
mrror every norning? Brock asked
himin his mnd. Answer, easily.
How do you sl eep at night?
Answer, excellently. Answer, |
have a Tefl on hide and the

conscli ence of the dead. Answer, |
burn files, terrify wtnesses,
buy allies, walk tall.

The nmeeting ended, as such
neetings were wont to do, In a
nood of jocular despair. On the
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one hand the troops were
heartened: anything went, nothing
was too much i n the war agal nst
human w ckedness. But they al so
knew that, If they lived to be a
t housand and all their efforts
wer e successful, they would
inflict at best a few fl esh
wounds on the eternal eneny.

A iver and Brock sat on deck
chairs in the back garden of the
Canden house under a brightly

col oured parasol. Atray of tea
and biscuits |ay before themon a
table. Nice china, proper tea, no
t ea- bags, | ow spring sun.

' Tea- bags are made of dust,' said
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Brock, who had his little fads.
"I'f you want a decent cup of tea,
you've to go for the | eaves, not
dust .’

Adiver squatted 1n the parasol's
shade. He was weari ng what he had
travelled Iin: jeans, chukka boots
and a sl oppy bl ue anorak. Brock
sported a silly straw hat that

t he crew had bought himin Canden
Lock that norning for a | oke.
Aiver had no quarrel wth Brock.
Brock had not 1 nvented, seduced,
bri bed or blackmailed him Brock
had commtted no sin agai nst
Aiver's soul that had not been
commtted | ong ago. |t was
Aiver, not Brock, who had rubbed
the lamp and It was Brock who had
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materi ali sed 1 n obedi ence to
Adiver's conmand:

It 1s md-wnter and Aiver Iis a
l1ttle mad. That nuch he knows
about hinmself, no nore. The
origins of his nadness, Its
causes, duration and degree, are
not wmthin his grasp, not now.
They are out there, but for
another tinme, another |ife,

anot her couple of brandies. The
neon-l1t gl oomof a Decenber's

ni ght at Heat hrow airport rem nds
hi mof a boys' changing roomin
one of his many boardi ng school s.
Gari sh cardboard reil ndeer and

t aped carols conpound his nopod of
unreality. Snowy |ettering
dangl es from a washing |1 ne,
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w shi ng hi m peace and |j oy on
earth. Sonet hing amazing I s about
to happen to himand he |Is eager
to find out what it wll be. He
Isn't drunk but technically he
lsn't sober either. A few vodkas
on the flight, a half of red wth
t he rubber chicken, a Reny or two
af t erwards, have done no nore iIn
Aiver's eyes than bring himup
to speed wwth the furore al ready
raging inside him He has only
hand | uggage and nothing to

decl are except a reckl ess fernent
of the brain, a firestorm of
outrage and exasperation starting
so long ago that iIts origins are
| npossi ble to peg, bl ow ng

t hrough his head |1 ke a hurricane
whi | e ot her nenbers of his
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| nternal congregati on stand
around intimd twos and threes
and ask each other what on earth
Aiver I1s going to do to put It
out. He Is approachi ng signs of
different colours and, Instead of
W shi ng hi mpeace, joy on earth
and goodw || anong nen, they are
requiring himto define hinself.
|s he a stranger Iin his own
country? Answer, yes he Is. Has
ne arrived here from anot her

ol anet ? Answer, yes he has. |s he
ol ue? Red? Green? H's eye drifts
to a tomat o-col oured tel ephone.

It 1s famliar to him Perhaps he
noticed it on his way out three
days ago and, unknown to hinself,
recruited It as a secret ally. Is
|t heavy, hot, alive? A notice
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beside It reads: 'If you wsh to
speak to a custons officer, use
this phone.' He uses It. That 1Is
to say, his armreaches out for

| t unbi dden, his hand grasps it
and puts It to his ear, |eaving
himwth the responsibility of
what to say. The tel ephone iIs

| nhabited by a wonan, and he has
not expected a wonan. He hears
her saying 'Yes?' at |east tw ce,
then, "Can | help you, sir?

whi ch suggests to himthat she
can see himthough he cannot see
her. |Is she beautiful, young,

old, stern? Never mnd. Wth the
courtesy that Is innate in himhe
replies that, well, yes actually
she could help him he would |1 ke
pl ease to speak privately to
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soneone I n authority on a
confidential matter. When he
hears his own voice In the
ear pl ece, Its conposure anazes
him | amin command of nyself,
he thinks. And wth the

det achnent fromhis terrestrial
self now absolute, he Is
overwhel mngly grateful to be in
t he hands of soneone so capabl e.
Your problemis that if you don't

act now you never wll, the

assured voice of his terrestri al
self explains to him You'll go
under, you'll drown, i1t's now or

never, one hates to be dramatic
but there cones a tine. And
perhaps his terrestrial self
actually says sone of this |ive
Into the red tel ephone, because
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he senses the alien wonman stiffen
and pick her words wth
del | ber ati on.

'"Renmal n exactly where you are by
t he tel ephone, please, sir. Don't
nove. An officer wll be wth you
Il n one nonent.'

And here A iver has an extraneous
nenory of a telephone bar In

WAr saw where you rang girls at

ot her tables and the girls rang
you - which was how he had found
hi nsel f buying a beer for a siXx-
f oot school teacher naned Alicja
who warned hi mthat she never
slept wth Gernans. This eveni ng,
however, he draws a snal |

at hl etic-1ooking woman wth a
boy's haircut and a white shirt
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wth epaulettes. |Is she the sane
artful woman who called him'sir'
pef ore he spoke? He cannot tell
out knows that she Is scared of
NS size and wonderi ng whet her he
s a nutter. Standing back from
hi mshe takes I n his expensive
suit and briefcase and gol d
cuffl 1 nks and handnmade shoes and
red- hot face. She ventures a step
cl oser and staring straight up at
himwth her jaw out she asks his
nane and where he has arrived
from and nentally breathal yses
his answers. She asks for his
passport. He slans his pockets,
can't find it as usual, |ocates
1t, delves for 1t, nearly buckles
It In his anxiety to please, and
hands It to her.
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'"It's got to be soneone high up,
he warns her but she Is too busy
turni ng the pages.

"This Is your only passport, IS
1 t?

Yes, It Is, his terrestrial self
retorts loftily. And nearly adds
'ny good wonan'.

"You're not dual nationality or
anything then, are you?

NoO, "m not .

'"So this Is the passport you're
travelling on, I1s 1t? - turning
anot her page.

Yes.

'Ceorgi a, Russia?
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Yes.

"And that's where you' ve ] ust
arrived from 1s 1t? Thilisi?

No. | stanbul.

"And was It sonet hi ng about
| st anbul you were wanting to talk
about? O Georgi a?

| Wwsh to speak to a seni or
officer, Aiver repeats. They
traverse a corridor cramed wth
frightened Asians seated on

sui tcases. They enter a

W ndowl ess Iinterview ng roomwth
a table screwed to the fl oor and
a mrror screwed to the wall. In
his self-1nduced trance A ver
sits unbidden to the table and
marvels at hinself 1n the mrror.
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'"So |'mgoing to find soneone for
you, right? she says severely.
"I"'mgoing to keep your passport
and you'll get it back |ater,
right? Sonebody wl|l conme as soon
as they can. Right?

Ri ght. Everything absolutely
right as rain. Half an hour
passes, the door opens, but

l nstead of a full admral
dripping with gold braid a
scrawny bl ond boy in white shirt
and uni formtrousers appears
bearing a cup of sweet tea and
two sugary biscuits.

"Sorry about this, sir. It's the
season, |'mafraid. Everybody
gol ng everywhere for Chri stnas.
An appropriate officer is on his
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way to you. You asked for
sonebody senior, | believe.'

Yes, | did. The boy stands
hi msel f behind Aiver's shoul der,
wat ching himdrink his tea.

"Nothing |1 ke a nice cuppa when
we get back to the old country,
IS there?" he says to Aiver's
reflection in the mrror. 'CGot a
hone address at all, sir?

Aiver spells out his glitzy
Chel sea address whil e the boy
wites It 1 n a notebook.

'"How | ong you been in | stanbul,
t hen?'

Coupl e of nights.

' That was | ong enough, was it,
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for what you had to do?
Quite | ong enough.

' Pl easure or busi ness?
Busi ness.

'Been there before?

A few tines.

"Always visit the sane peopl e,
you, when you go to |stanbul ?

Pretty nuch.

"Travel a lot, do you, In your
| 1 ne of work?

Too much, soneti nes.
'Gets you down, does it?

|t can do. Depends. diver's
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terrestrial self Is becom ng
bored and apprehensive. Wong
time, wong place, he is telling
hinself. Nice Idea but a bit over
the top. Ask for passport back,
taxi hone, large nightcap, bite
the bullet, get on wwth |ife.

"VWhat do you do, then?

| nvest nent, says A iver. Asset
managenent. Portfolios. Mstly
round the |l elsure 1 ndustry.

'Where el se do you go? Apart from
| st anbul .

Moscow. St. Petersburg. Georgia.
Wher ever business calls, really.

"Anybody waiting for you in
Chel sea, I1s there? Sonebody you
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ought to ring? - square - say
you're all right?

Not really.

"Don't want people worrying about
you, do we?'

My goodness, no - jolly |augh.

"VWho' ve you got then? - wmfe? -
Ki ds?'

Ch no, no, thank God. Or not yet,
anyway.

‘A@rlfriend?
Of and on.

"They're the best sort really,
aren't they? Of-and-ons.'

| suppose they are.
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'Less trouble.’

Much. The boy | eaves, O iver sits
al one again, but not for | ong.
The door opens and Brock enters,
bearing Aiver's passport and
wearing full Custons uniform the
only tine Aiver ever saw himin
1t, and as he |ater |learns the
first tinme Brock has worn it iIn

t he twenty-sonet hing years he has
been assigned to | ess

recogni sable duties. And It IS
not till Aiver I1s several |ives
W ser that he pictures Brock
standi ng the other side of the
mrror throughout the boy's
careless i nquisition, unable to
believe his luck while he
struggles into his regall a.
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''Good evening, M Single,' says
Brock, shaking diver's passive
hand. 'Or may we call you A iver
so that we don't confuse you wth
your revered father?

The parasol was quartered green
and orange. diver's side was
green, leaving his big face
sal l ow. But Brock's straw hat
gave off a jaunty glow and his
sharp eyes shone wth hobgoblin
nerrinent beneath i1ts rakish
brim

"So who told Tiger where to find
you?' Brock enquired confortably,
nore 1 n the manner of sonmebody
alring a thene than eliciting a
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reply. 'He's not psychic, Is he?
Not ommi scient. Ears everywhere.
| s he? Who bubbl ed?’

"You did, probably,' said diver
gracel essly.

"I did? Wy should | do that?
'"Probably got a new agenda.’

Brock's smle rested contentedly
Il n place. He was taking stock of
his prize possession, checking
what had happened to it I n the
years It had been out to grass.
You're one narriage and one child
and one divorce ol der, he was
thinking. And ne still stuck wth
what |'ve got, thank God. He was
| ooking for signs of wear In
Aiver and not seeing any. You're
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a finished product and don't know
1 t, he thought, renenbering other
I nfornmants he'd resettl ed. You
think the world wll cone and
change you but It never does.

You' re who you are until you die.

'Maybe you had a new agenda,’
Brock count ered goodhunouredly.

"Ch great. Sure. | mss you, Dad.
Let's kiss and nake up. Bygones
are bygones. Sure.'

"You m ght have done. Know ng
you. Got honesick. Dose of the
guilts. After all, you changed
your m nd over your gratuity
noney a fewtines, | seemto
renenber. First you dithered.
Then It was no, Nat, not on your
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nelly. Then i1t was yes, Nat, [|'Il|
take 1t. | thought you m ght have
done a U-turn on Tiger too.'

"You know bl oody well the
gratuity noney was for Carnen's
sake,' A i1ver snapped fromhis
shade the other side of the tea
t abl e.

"This 1s for Carnen's sake too.
Could be. Five mllion of the
best. Maybe you and Tiger cut a
deal , t hought. Tiger cones up
wth the noney so A iver does the
| ove. can see filial loyalties
bei ng restored on the strength of
a five mllion down-paynent on
Carmen. VWhat's the logic of it

ot herw se? None that |'m aware,
not fromTiger's point of view
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It's not as If he was burying a
bag of fivers in the famly
allotment, I1s 1t? No answer.
None expected. 'He can't go back
wth a spade and a | antern and
dig themup 1n a year's tine when
he needs them can he?' Still
none. 'It's not even Carnen's for
anot her quarter of a century.
What ' s Ti ger bought hinself for
his five mllion quid? H's

gr anddaughter's never even heard
of him I|If you have your way, she
never wll. He must have bought
sonmet hi ng. Then | thought,
perhaps 1t's our AQiver he's
pought - why not? Peopl e change,
t hought, | ove conquers all.

Per haps you really did kiss and
make up. Gven a five mllion
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quid sweetener to hel p the
nedi ci ne go down, anything's
possi bl e.'

ln a totally unexpected gesture,
Aiver flung up his great arns in
surrender, stretched until they
creaked, then let themflop to
his sides. 'You're belng bl oody
ridicul ous and you know it,' he
told Brock, w thout any
particul ar ani nosity.

"Sonebody told him' Brock
lnsisted. '"He didn't just find
you from nowhere, Aiver. Sone
little bird whispered in his
ear .’

'"Who kil led Wnser?' diver
count er ed.
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'l don't think | mnd, do you?
Not when | survey the gl orious
field of candi dates. House of
Single's got nore scoundrels
anong i1ts valued clients these
days than the entire Rogues'
Gallery at Scotland Yard. Coul d
be any one of them far as I'm
concerned.' You're never ahead of
him thought Brock, facing out
Aiver's glower: you never fool
him you never deflect him he's
t hought out all the worst things
for hinself |ong ago. Al you do
s tell himwhich ones have cone
true. Sone case-officers of
Brock' s acqual nt ance, when they
were handling I nformants, thought
they were God i n high heels. Not
Brock, not ever, and | east of all
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wth Aiver. Wth Aiver, Brock
saw hi nself as a guest on
sufferance, |1 able to be thrown
out any tinme. 'Your friend A X
Hoban of Trans-Fi nanz Vi enna
killed him according to a
certain whisperer | know, and he
was assisted by a full supporting
cast of fell ow hoodl uns. He nade
a phone call while he was about
1t, too. W think he was
reporting progress to sonebody.
Only we're not telling anyone
about all that, because we don't
want undue attention drawn to
House of Single.'

Aiver walited for the second part
of this announcenent but, finding
none forthcomng, rested his chin
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In his hand and his el bow on his
big knee and fixed Brock wth an
apprail sing stare. 'Trans-Fi nanz
Vienna, 1n ny recollection, Is a
whol | y owned subsidiary of First
Fl ag Construction Conpany of
Andorra,' he said through a bunch
of heavy fli ngers.

"And still 1s, OQiver, still 1Is.
Your nenory Is as sharp as ever.'

"It was nme set the bl oody conpany
up, wasn't 1t?

'"Now you cone to nention i1t, |
believe It was.'

"And First Flag 1s the wholly
owned fi efdom of Yevgeny and

M khail Ol ov, House of Single's
bi ggest clients. O has that
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changed?'

Aiver's tone had not altered.
All the sane, Brock noticed that
It cost hima certain effort to
cone out wth the Ol ov nane.

'"No, Aiver, | don't think it
has. There are strains, but
formally speaking | would suspect
t hat your good friends the Ol ov
brothers still rate as Single's
nunber one.'

"And Al x Hoban 1s still their
man?'

'Yes, Hoban i1s still the Ol ovs'
nman. '
‘'He's still famly.'

'He's still famly, that hasn't
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changed either. He's on their
payrol |, he does their bidding,
what ever el se he does on the

si de.'

"So why did Hoban kill Wnser?
Lost to his own dogged |1 ne of
reasoning, Aiver frowed into
hi s enornous pal ns, reading from
them "Wiy did the Olovs' man
kill Tiger's man? Yevgeny | oved
Tiger. More or less. As |long as
t hey were nmaking a fortune. So
did Mkhail. Tiger returned the
compl i nent. \What's changed, Nat ?
What ' s goi ng on?'

Brock had not planned to arrive
here half so soon. He had

w shfully I magli ned a gradual
process where the truth energed.
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But wth Aiver you never
presuned and you were never
surprised. You let himpace you
and you followed In his trail,
rewiting your march-route as you
went al ong.

‘VWell, I"'mafraid it's one of
t hose cases of |love turning to
gall, diver,' he explal ned

cautiously. '"Afull swng of the
pendul um as you m ght say. One
of those weat her changes t hat
occur even in the best conducted
households, |I'mafraid.' diver
of fered himno hel ping hand so he
continued. 'The brothers' |uck
went sour.’

"I'n what way?'
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'Sone of thelir operations cane
unstuck.' Brock was tiptoeling on
hot coals and Aiver knew it.
Brock was putting nanes to
Aiver's worst apprehensions,
ral si ng unsl eepi ng ghosts from
his past, adding new fears to old
ones. 'A sizable chunk of hot
noney bel onging to Yevgeny and
M khai | got bl ocked before it
could be recycled by Single's.'

"You nean before 1t reached Fir st
Fl ag?'

"I nean while 1t was still 1 n the
hol di ng pattern.'
'Wher e?’

"Al'l round the gl obe. Not every
country cooperated. Mst did.'
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"All those li1ttle bank accounts
we opened?’

'"Not so little any nore. The
simal | est was around nine mllion
sterling. The Spaln accounts were
up to eighty-five million. My
viewis the Olovs were getting a
bit careless, frankly. Staying
ltquid wwth suns |1 ke that! You'd
think they could at | east have
gone for short-term bonds while

t hey were waiting, but no.'

Aiver's hands had returned to
his face, enclosing it Iin a
private prison.

'"Plus one of the brothers' ships
got boarded while It was carryi ng
an enbarrassing cargo,' Brock
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added.
'Bound for where?'

' BEur ope. Wherever. \VWhat does It
matt er ?°

"Li ver pool ?'

"All right, Liverpool. Drectly
or indirectly, 1t was Liverpool -
bound - wll you cone out of
there, please, Aiver? - you know
how t hose Russi an crooks are. |f
t hey | ove you, you can do no
wrong. |If they think you've
doubl e-crossed them they'l|
firebonb your offices, put a

m ssile through your bedroom

w ndow and gun down your wfe In
the fish queue. That's who they
are.’
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"VWhich ship was 1t?
"The Free Tallinn.'
"Qut of Odessa.'
"Correct.’

'Who boarded 1t?

'Only Russians, Aiver. Their own
peopl e. Russi an special forces,

Il n Russian waters. It was

Russi ans boardi ng Russi ans, all

t he way.'

"But you tipped themoff.'

'"No, that's exactly what we
didn't do. Sonmeone el se did.
Maybe the Orl ovs thought Alfie
had tipped themoff. It's
guesswork on all sides.'
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Aiver's face sank deeper iIinto
his hands as he continued to
consult his internal denons.
'"Wnser didn't doubl e-cross the
Olovs. | did," he said in a
volice fromthe grave. 'At
Heat hr ow. Hoban shot the w ong
nessenger .’

Brock' s anger, when he rel eased
1t, was a little frightening. It
came from nowhere, w thout
war ni ng, and cl anped Itself
across his face |1 ke a death
mask. ' Nobody bl oody doubl e-
crossed them' he grow ed. ' You
don't doubl e-cross crooks. You
catch them Yevgeny Olov's a
lowl 1 fe Georgian thug. So's his
noroni ¢ brother.'
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"They're not CGeorgian. They | ust
want to be,' diver munbl ed. 'And
M khail's not nmoronic. He's
different, that's all.' He was

t hi nki ng of Sanmmy WAt nor e.

"Tiger |aundered the Ol ovs'
noney for them and Wnser was a
one hundred per cent wlling
acconplice. It's not betrayal,
Aiver. It's justice. That was
what you wanted, If you renenber.
You wanted to put the world to
rights. That's what we're doi ng.
Not hi ng' s changed. | never

prom sed you we'd do it wth
fairy dust. That's not what
justice Is.'

"You promsed you'd wait' - still
frominside his hands.
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'l did wait. | promsed you a
year, 1t took ne four. One to get
you clear. Another to run the
paper trails to earth. Another to
persuade the | adies and gentl enen
of Wiitehall to get their thunbs
out of thelir arses and a fourth
to make themrealise that not all
British policenen are wonderf ul
and not all British officials are
angel s. You coul d have gone
anywhere in the world i n that
tinme. It had to be Engl and. That
was your choice, not m ne. Your
choice to cut and run, your

marri age, your daughter, her
Trust fund, your country. For

t hose four years Yevgeny Ol ov
and his brother M khail have been
fl oodi ng what we used to call the
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free world wth every dirty
product they can lay thelr hands
on from Af ghan heroin for

t eenagers to Czech Sentex for

| ri sh peace-1overs and Russi an
nucl ear triggers for Mddle
Eastern denocrats. And Tiger your
fat her has been bankrolling them
| aundering their profits and
maki ng their beds for them Not
to nention what he's been col ning
hinmself. You'll forgive ne if
after four years we grew a tad

| npati ent .’

"You prom sed you woul dn't hurt
him'

"I didn't bloody hurt him |'m
not hurting himnow The Ol ovs
are. And 1f a bunch of villains
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want to start bl ow ng each

ot her's brains out, and I nform ng
on one another's shipnents to

Li verpool, all they'll hear from
ne Is applause. | don't |ove your
father, Aiver. That's your | ob.
|"'mwho | am |[|'ve not changed.
Nor's Tiger.'

"Where 1s he?'

Brock | aughed contenptuously. 'In
deep shock, where el se?

| nconsol abl e, crying his heart
out. Read all about it In the
press releases. Alfie Wnser was
his lifelong friend and conrade-
ln-arns, you'll be pleased to

| earn. They trudged the sane hard
road, shared the sane | deals.
Anen.' O i1ver was still walting.
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'He's bolted,' Brock said,
abandoni ng sarcasm ' Vani shed
fromour screens. There's not a
bell rung anywhere and we're

wat ching and listening for him
round the clock. Half an hour
after he heard the news of

W nser's death he wal ked out of
the office, dropped by his flat,
wal ked out again and hasn't been
seen or heard of since. It's the
si xth day now that he hasn't
called or faxed or e-nmiled or
sent a postcard. In Tiger's life
that's unprecedented. One day

w t hout a phone call fromhim
It's a national energency. Si X,
1t's the apocal ypse. The staff
are fronting for himall ends up,
casual Iy phoning his known

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (308 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

wat eri ng hol es, plus anyone he
m ght have gone to earth wth,
and doi ng their dammedest not to
ralse a storm'

"Where' s Massi nghanf' -
Massi ngham Tiger's Chief of
Staff.

Brock's expression didn't alter,
neither did his voice. H s tone
remal ned deprecatory, dism ssive.

'Mendi ng fences. Roam ng the
gl obe. Soot hi ng cust oners’
feathers.'

"All because of W nser?'

Brock 1 gnored this. 'Mssi ngham
phones Iin fromtine to tine,
nostly to ask 1 f anybody's heard
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anyt hing. He doesn't say a | ot
apart fromthat. Not on the

t el ephone. Beli ng Massi ngham
Bei ng any of them cone to think
of 1t." They rum nated together
In silence unti|l Brock spoke

al oud the fear that was taking
root 1n Adiver's mnd. 'Tiger
coul d be dead, of course, which
woul d be nice - for society, If
not for you -' hoping at |least to
wake A iver from his daydream

But Aiver refused to be stirred.
" The honour abl e way out woul d
nake quite a change for Tiger, |
must say. Except | don't think
he'd know where to find the
door.' Nothing. "Plus all of a
sudden he turns round and has his
SW ss banker transfer five
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mllion quid to Carnen's Trust.
Dead nen don't do that as a rul e,
"' mtold.’

"And thirty.'

'l beg your pardon? I'"'ma tiny
bit hard of hearing these days,
aiver.'

'"Five mllion and thirty," diver
corrected himin a | ouder,

angrier voice. So which hell have
you gone to now? Brock wanted to
ask, as Aiver continued to stare
sightl essly ahead of him And if

| succeed Iin getting you out of
this one, which hell wll|l you go
to next? 'He sent themfl owers,'
A iver explal ned.

"Sent who? What are you tal king
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about ?'

"Tiger sent flowers to Carnen and
Heat her. Last week by chauffeur-
driven Mercedes from London. He
knows where they |i1ve and who
they are. He phoned the order
from sonewhere, dictated a funny
card signing hinself an admrer.
One of the smart West End
florists.' Groping around his

] acket, slamm ng pockets, A iver
eventually found a slip of paper
and handed it to Brock. 'Here.
Marshal | Bernsteen. Thirty bl oody
roses. Pink. Five mllion and
thirty pounds. Thirty pileces of
silver. He's saying thanks for
ratting on ne. He's sayling he
knows where to find her any tine
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he feels i ke It. He's saying he
owns her. Carnen. He's sayi ng
Aiver can run but he can't hide.

| want her protected, Nat. | want
Heat her spoken to. | want her
told. | don't want them

contam nated. | don't want him

ever to set eyes on her.'

| f Brock's unexpected sil ences
drove Ai1ver mad, he was al so
reluctantly I npressed by them
Brock gave you no warning. He
didn't say, 'Wit a nonent.' He
just stopped tal king until he had
t hought the thing through and was
ready to pass judgnent on iIt.

'He could be saying that,' Brock
agreed at last. 'He could be
sayl ng sonething different,
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couldn't he?

"Li ke what?' d i1 ver denanded
aggressi velvy.

Brock again let himwait. 'Wll,
Aiver. Like he's a bit short of
conmpany in his old age.'

Adiver watched fromthe shades of
his anorak collar as Brock
stroll ed across the garden,

t apped on the french w ndows and
shout ed, ' Tanby!' He saw a st al ky
girl appear, tall as hinself but
fit. H gh cheek bones, |ong

bl ondi sh pony-tail, and that
thing that tall girls have of
outting all their welght on one
eg while they cock the other

Nl p. He heard her say, ' Tanby's
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up the road, Nat,' In a Scottish
brogue. He wat ched Brock hand her
the slip of paper wth the
florist's nanme on 1t. The qgirl
l1stening while she read the
name. He heard Brock's nunbl e and
set It to words from his I nforned
| magi nation: | want whoever took
the order for thirty roses to
Abbot s Quay | ast week, nane of
Hawt hor ne, and t he chauf f eur-
driven Mercedes to deliver them -
the girl nodding intine to

Brock's undertone - | want how
the car and flowers were paid
for, I want origin, tine, date,
duration of the call, and a

description of the caller's volce
| f they didn't record himwhich
t hey may have done because | ots
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of firnmse do. He thought he caught
the girl's eye over Brock's

shoul der and fl apped a hand at
her but she was al ready on her
way | ndoors.

'So what have you done wth them
Aiver? Brock enquired cosily
when he had sat down agal n.

"The fl| owers?'
"Don't be bloody silly.'

"Sent themto Northanpton to her
best friend. |If they go. Norah.
Unmarri ed dyke.'

"You want her told what exactly?

"That | was on the right side. |
nmay be a traitor but |'mnot a
crimnal. It was all right to
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have ny child.'

Brock heard the detachnent In
Aiver's voice, watched himstand
up, scratch his head, then his
shoul der, then | ook round him
whi | e he appeared to take fresh
stock of where he was: the little
garden, apple bl ossom | ust

begi nning, the runble of traffic
fromthe other side of the wall,
the Victorian backs, each in its
rectangl e of garden, greenhouses,
washi ng on the line. Watched him
sit down again. Waited as a
priest mght for his penitent's
return. 'Must be hard for a man

| 1 ke Tiger, running and hiding,

at his age,' he nused
provocatively, reckoning it was
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time to interrupt Aiver's
reverie. 'If that's what he's
doing.' No answer. 'One mnute
he's eating nice food, riding
round 1 n his chauffeur-driven

Rol | s- Royce, all his systens of
sel f-deception nicely In place,
not hi ng rude, nothi ng

bar eknuckl e. Then all of a sudden
Al fie gets his head bl own off and
Tiger wonders 1f he's next In the
queue. Bit chilly out there, |
should imagine. Bit lonely for a
man In his sixties. | don't think
|'d |1 ke to have his dreans very
much, woul d you?

"Shut up,' said Aiver.

Undet erred, Brock gave a rueful
shake of his head. 'Then there's
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me, Isn't there?
"VWhat about you?

"l hunt a nan for fifteen years.

| conspire against him hair goes
white, | neglect ny wwfe. Fret
and worry how to catch himwth
his pants down. Next thing |

know, he's cringing in a ditch
wth the hounds after himand all
| want to do Is reach out for
him give hima hot cup of tea
and offer hima total ammesty.'

"Bull shit,' said Aiver, while
Brock's cl ever eyes tw nkled and
measured himfrom beneath the
brimof the straw hat.

"And you're twce the nan | am
AOiver, when It cones to fine
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feeling, |I've seen 1t. So when
you boil 1t down, 1t's a question
of who finds himfirst. You, or
the Olov brothers and their
nerry nen.’

A iver peered across the lawn to
where the girl had stood, but she
was | ong gone. He squidged up his
big face, registering a
countryman's irritation at the
din of city traffic. Then he
spoke | oudly and precisely, each
word cleared well ahead wth
hinmself. 'I'm not doing any nore.
|"ve done all I'll ever do for
you. | want Carnen and her not her
protected. That's all | care
about. |I'll get another nane and
set nyself up 1 n sone other
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bl oody place. | won't do any
nore.’

"So who finds hinf'
'You do.'

'W're not equi pped. W're snal |
and British and poor.'

'"Balls. You're a bl oody great
secret arny. |'ve worked wth
you. '

But Brock shook his head in

equal ly stern rejection. 'l can't
send squads of ny kids round the
world on a wld goose chase,
Aiver. | can't advertise ny

l nterest to every foreign
policeman 1 n the phonebook. If
Tiger's I1n Spain |'ve got to go
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on ny knees to the Spani ards and
by the tine they notice ne he's
skedaddl ed and |' m readi ng about
nyself I n the Spani sh newspapers,
except | don't read Spanish.’

‘Learn i1t,' diver said rudely.

"I'f he's in ltaly it's the
|tal i ans, Germany the Gernmans,
Africa the Africans, Pakistan the
Paks, Turkey the Turks, and the
story's the sane every tine.
Greasing palns as | go and never
know ng whet her the brothers have
greased them better and earlier.
|f he's gone to ground i n the
Cari bbean, 1t's scour every

| sl and and bri be every tel egraph
pole before | get a phone tap.'

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (322 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

'So hound soneone el se. There's
enough of them about.'

'"But you-' Brock sat back and
surveyed Aiver wwth a kind of
rueful envy. 'You can feel him
guess him |live him just by
breathing I n. You know hi m better
t han you know yoursel f. You know
his houses, his footwork, his
wonen and what he has for

br eakfast before he orders it.
You' ve got himhere.' He patted
his own chest with one neat palm
while A1ver groaned no, no.
"You're three-quarters of the way
to himbefore you even start.
Have | sal d sonet hi ng?

Aiver was rolling his head |1 ke
Samy Watnore. You kill your
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father once and that's 1t, he was

thinking. |'mnot doling any of
1t, hear ne? |'ve had it. |'d had
It four years ago, |I'd had it

before | ever started. 'Find sone
ot her poor sod,' he said gruffly.

'It's the old song, diver.

Brot her Brock wll neet him any
time, any place, nothing up ny

sl eeve. That's ny nmessage to him
| f he doesn't renmenber ne, rem nd
him Young custons officer Brock
from Li verpool, the one he

advi sed to | ook for other

enpl oynment after the Turkish
lngot trial. Brock's wlling If
he Is, tell him Brock's door's
open twenty-four hours a day. He
has ny word.'
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Flinging his arns round his chest
A iver hugged hinself I n sone
private ritual of prayer.
'"Never,' he nuttered.

"What' s never ?'

"Tiger would never do it. Never
betray. That's ny job, not his.’

'Bol | ocks frankly, and you know
1t. Tell himBrock believes In
creative negotiation, same as he
al ways did. |I've wde powers and
one of themis forgetting. It's a
nenory gane, tell him | forget,
he renenbers. No public

l nqui sition, no trial, no prison,
no confiscation of assets,

provi ded he does his renmenberi ng
right. Al private and between

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (325 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

oursel ves, and an imunity
guarantee at the end of 1t. Say
hullo to Aggie.'

The tall girl had brought fresh
t ea.

'"H ,' said Aiver.
"H ," sald Aggi e.

"What' s he got to renenber?
Adi1ver asked when she was out of
ear shot .

'I'"ve forgotten,' said Brock. But
he added, 'He'll know. So w ||
you. | want the Hydra. | want

t hose | ess-than-perfect coppers
and overpaid white-collar civil
servants who signed up wwth him
for their second pensions. The
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bent MPs and silk-shirt | awers
and dirty traders wth smart
addresses. Not abroad. Abroad can
| ook after i1tself. In England. Up
and down the road. Next door.'

A iver released his knees, then
promptly rearrested them | ocking
his fingers round them while he
stared into the grass as If it
were his grave. 'Tiger's your
Everest, diver. You'll not clinb
hi m by wal king away fromhim'
sal d Brock piously, extracting
fromhis I nner pocket a worn
eather wallet that his wfe Lily
nad given himfor his thirtieth
ol rt hday. 'Ever seen this fell ow
on your travels?' he enquired
l1ghtly. And he handed A iver a
bl ack-and-whi te phot ograph of a
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heavy-bui |l t, naked-headed nman
energing froma nightclub wth an
under - dressed young wonan on his
arm 'Ad chumof your dad's from
Li ver pool days. Currently a very
seni or bent officer at Scotl and
Yard with excel |l ent connecti ons
across the country.'

'VWhy doesn't he wear a wg?' said
Aiver facetiously.

' Because he's bl oody brazen,'
Brock retorted savagely. 'Because
he does I n public what other
villains wouldn't do i n private.
That's how he gets his kicks.
What's his nane, Aiver? You' ve
clocked him | can tell.’

"Bernard,' sald Aiver, handi ng
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back t he phot ograph.

'"'Bernard 1s correct. Bernard
who?'

'Not given. He cane to Curzon
Street a couple of tinmes. Tiger
br ought him down to Legal
Departnent and we fixed himup
wth a villa in the Al garve.'

"For his holiday?
"As a gift.’
"You' re bl oody joking. Wat for?

"How should | know? My job was to
do the conveyancing. |t was got
up as a sale at first. W were
pol sed to exchange, then Alfie
sald there's no noney I nvol ved,
just shut up and sign it over. So
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| shut up and signed it over.'
"So I1t's Bernard.'

'Bernard the bald,' Oiver
agreed. 'He got |lunch afterwards
too.'

"At Kat's Cradl e?
'Where el se?’

'"It's not 1 ke you to forget a
surnane, 1s 1t?

'"He didn't have one. He's
Bernard, an offshore conpany.'

'Cal | ed what ?

"It wasn't a conpany, It was a

f oundati on. The foundati on owned
t he conpany. Arm s | ength, then
another arm'
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A foundation call ed what ?

'Dervish, domciled in Vaduz. The
Dervi sh Foundation. Tiger nade a
funny | oke about 1t. Meet

Bernard, our whirling dervish.
Bernard owns Dervish, Dervish
owns the conpany, the conpany
owns the house.'

"So what was the nane of the
company owned by the Dervish
Foundati on?'

"Something flighty. Skylight,
Skyl ark, Skyflier.'

' Skybl ue?’

' Skybl ue Hol di ngs, Anti gua.’

"Then why the hell didn't you
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tell nme at the tine?

' Because you never bl oody wel |
asked ne,' diver cane back | ust
as angrily. '"If you'd asked ne to
| ook out for Bernard, |'d have

| ooked out for Bernard.’

'Did Single's make a poi nt of
doling out free villas?

'"Not that |I'm aware of.'

'Did anybody el se get a free
villa, apart from Bernard?

'No, but Bernard got a notorboat
as well. One of those super-

| ght, | ong-nosed jobs. W had a
] oke about not rocking it too
nard 1 f he was obliging a | ady on
t he high seas.'
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'VWhose | oke was that ?

'"Wnser's. Now if you'll excuse
ne, |l'magoing to practise.'

WAt ched by Brock, A ver
stretched, ruffled his head wth
both hands as Iif his scalp were
| tching, and anbl ed off towards
t he house.

CHAPTER SEVEN

"Adiver! Step up here, please.
Certaln very distingui shed
gentl enen would |1 ke to neet you.
New clients brimmng wth new
| deas. Just up your street. At
t he double, 1 f you pl ease.’
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It 1s not Elsie Watnore cal | I ng
Aiver to arns but Tiger hinself
on the internal office tel ephone.
It 1s not Pam Hawsl ey our fifty-
t housand- a-year |ce Ml den, nor
Randy Massi ngham our Chief of
Staff and raddled Cassius. It Is
The Man, |i1ve on stage,

| nper sonati ng the Voice of
Destiny. The season IS spring, as
now, five years ago. And It IS
springtine in the young life of
our buddi ng junior-and-only
partner fresh froml aw school,
our Czarevitch, our Heir Apparent
to the Royal House of Single.
Aiver has been in Single's three
nonths. It 1s his promsed | and,
his hard-won goal after the

buf ferings of a privileged
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Engl i sh educati on. \What ever
hum |1 ations and deprivals he has
suffered until now, whatever
scars have been inflicted by a
seem ngly 1 nterm nabl e processi on
of cramers, tutors and boardi ng
school s of a descendi ng order, he
has reached the distant shore, a
qualified barrister like his
father, a nover and a shaker
designate, brimmng wth the zeal
of his young years, wet-eyed, In
| ove wwth all of it.

And there 1s much to fire him
The Single's of the early
nineties 1s not just another
venture capital iInvestnent house,
W t ness the financial colums:
Single's is the 'Knight Errant of
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or bachev's New East' - FiI nanci al
Tinmes - 'boldly going where

| esser houses dither'. Single's
s the '"risk-taker

extraordi naire' - Tel egraph -
‘quartering the nations of the
new | ook Conmmuni st bl oc 1 n search
of opportunity, sound devel opnent
and nutual profit In the spirit
of perestrol ka' - |ndependent.
Single's, to quote Its dynamc

f ounder aptly dubbed the Tiger,
s 'wlling to listen to anyone,
any tine, anywhere,' Inits
determnation to neet the
'Greatest Challenge to the
Commercial Wrld Today'. Tiger 1Is
speaki ng of nothing | ess than the
'appearance of a nmarket -
orientated Soviet Union'.
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Single's uses 'a different set of
tools, 1s ninbler, braver,

smal | er, younger, travels

|1 ghter' than the hoary

j ugger nauts of yesteryear -
Econom st. And I f there are those
who say that A iver should have
been packed off to Klel nwort,
Chase or Barings to brown his
knees, Tiger has a word for them
al so: 'W're a pioneering house.
W want the best of him and we
want 1t now. '

What A i1ver wants of Single's Is
no | ess admrable. 'Wrking

al ongside ny father wll be an
added dividend for ne,' he
explains to a synpat hetic woman
diarist fromthe Evening Standard
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at a rooftop reception in Park
Lane to celebrate his I nduction
into the firm 'Dad and | have

al ways had the greatest respect
for each other. It's going to be
a fantastic | earning curve In
every way.' Asked what he thinks
he wll be bringing to Single's,
t he young scion shows he too Is
not afraid to talk fromthe hip:
"Unashaned idealismwth its head
screwed on,' he replies, to her
delight. 'The energi ng Soci al i st
nati ons need all the help,
knowhow and fi nance we can bring
to the table." To the Tatler he
cites yet another Single verity:
'W're offering solid |ong-term
partnership wthout exploitation.
Anybody hoping to nake a f ast
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rouble wll be disappointed.'

A war party, Aiver thinks
excitedly as he enters the
presence. He asks nothing better.
After three nonths of devilling

I n the backwaters of Alfred
Wnser's Legal Departnent he iIs
begi nning to have fears of
stagnation. H s professed
lntention of 'learning the
wor ki ngs of every nut and bolt In
t he house' has |anded himin a

| abyrinth of offshore conpani es
fromwhich there seens no
prospect of escape Iin one zeal ous
young man's lifetine. But today
Wnser Is i n Bedfordshire buyl ng
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a Mal aysi an gl ove factory, and
Aiver Is his own master. A di ngy
pack staircase | eads from Legal
Departnment to the top floor.
Likening It In his imagination to
a secret passage In the days of
the Medicis, AQiver takes It
three steps at a tine.

Wei ght | ess, eyel ess for
everything but his goal, he skins
t hrough secretarial anteroons and
panell ed waliting roons until he
attains the fanous Wdgwood
doubl e doors. He opens them and
for a second the divine glow is
too bright for him

"You cal |l ed, Father,' he nmurnurs,
seel ng nothing but his own smile
nysteriously projected on the
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brilli1ance ahead of him

The light clears. Six nen await

hi mand they are standi ng, which
s not what Tiger |Ikes, given he
was born eight 1 nches shorter

t han nost of his opponents. They
are a group photograph and d i ver
s the canera, and they m ght as
wel | be saying 'cheese' to order
because all of themare smling
si mul t aneousl y, having apparently
just risen fromthe conference
table. But Tiger's smle Is as
usual the nobst radiant and
energetic. It bestows a gl ow of
salntly purpose over the unlikely
company. A iver loves this smle.
It Is the sun fromwhich he draws
his strength to grow. Al through
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his chil dhood he has believed
that 1f he can once wiggl e past
Its rays and peek behind the
doting eyes he wll attain to the
magi ¢ ki ngdom of which his father
| S benign and absol ute ruler.
It's the Ol ov brothers! he
exclalnms silently Iin a tidal wave
of excitenent and anti ci pati on.
In the flesh! Randy Massi ngham
has hooked them at | ast! For days
now, Tiger has been telling
Aiver to stand by, wait for
orders, keep his engagenent book
clear, be sure to wear a decent
suit. But only now has he
unvei |l ed the reason.

Tiger as team captaln hol ds
centre stage. In his | atest
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doubl e- breast ed bl ue pinstri pe
suit by Hayward of Munt Street,
his ral sed black brogue shoes by
Lobb of St Janes's and haircut by
Trunper's down the road, he iIs
your perfect West End gentl eman
rendered 1 n exquisite mniature,
a |ewel, a sparkler in the

w ndow, draw ng every passi ng
eye. Striving upward as ever,
Tiger has one armround the

shoul ders of a barrel-built
mlitary-|looking nan of siXxty-
plus wth a cherub's doubl e

eyel ashes, cropped brown hair and
pum ce- st one conpl exi on. And

t hough A i1ver has never net him
In his Iife, he recogni ses

| mredi ately the fabl ed Yevgeny
Ol ov, Moscow s patri archal
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fi1xer, power broker, travelling
pl eni potentiary and cupbearer to
t he Throne of Power i1tself.

To Tiger's other side but free of
his enbrace stands a

noust achi oed, bandy-I| egged,
flerce-eyed figure in a Bible-

bl ack suit that fits himnowhere,
and poil nted orange-col oured shoes
perforated for ventilation. Wth
his tribesman's nute gl ower and
sl ouched shoul ders, and his

W nt ery hands hangi ng forward of
him he resenbl es an enaci at ed
Cossack sl unmped over a sl ack
rein. Wth a second | eap of
recognition Aiver i1dentifies
this unlikely soul as Yevgeny's
younger brother M khail,
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descri bed variously by Massi ngham
as Yevgeny's keeper, axenman and
di mer brother Mycroft.

And posed possessively behi nd
this trio, and | ooking as If he
has jolned themtogether In holy
mat ri nony, which i n effect he
has, hovers Tiger's Indefatigable
Sovi et Bl oc consultant and Chi ef
of Staff, the Honourabl e Ranulf
al 1 as Randy Massi ngham hi nsel f,
|lately of the Foreign Ofice, ex-
Guar dsman, ex-|obbyist and public
rel ati ons whi zzki d, Russi an-
speaker, Arabic-speaker, sonetine
advi ser to the governnents of
Kuwal t and Bahrai n, whose prinary
remt In his nbst recent

l ncarnation at Single's consists

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (345 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

of whipping in newclients for a
finder's fee. How one nman can
have had so nmany careers by the
age of forty is ariddle AQiver
has yet to solve. Neverthel ess he
envi es Massi ngham hi s
buccaneeri ng past and today he
envies himal so his success,
because for nonths now, Tiger has
had the Ol ov brothers
obsessively and irrationally In
his sights. At In-house policy
conferences and focus sessi ons,
Tiger has alternately poured
scorn on Massi ngham goaded and
cajoled him '"Were are ny

Ol ovs, Randy, Heavens above? Wy
do | have to put up wth second
best?' - referring to other,
Inferior Russian facilitators who
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have been found wanting and
uncer enoni ously tossed asi de -
"I'f the Olovs are the boys, why
aren't they sitting here at this
table talking to me?" - and then
t he whi pl ash, because when Ti ger
| S deprived, everybody nust share
his disconfort - 'You're | ooking
ol d, Randy. Take the day off.
Cone 1 n on Monday when you're
younger. '

But today, as A iver sees at a

gl ance, sitting at Tiger's table
s exactly what the Ol ovs have
been doi ng. No | onger need

Massi ngham chanp restively,
waiting in vain for the sunnons,
to fly off to Leningrad, Mscow,
Tbilisi, CQdessa, or wherever else
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the Orlovs have their 1tinerant
bei ng. Today the Tw n Peaks have
conme to Mohamed, and they are
acconpanied - Aiver spots them
| medi ately at either wng of the
group photograph - by two nen
whom he correctly casts as bag-
carriers: the one blond, hard-
bodi ed and m | ky-ski nned and
Aiver's age at nost, the other
tubby and fifty wwth all three
buttons of his |jacket fastened.

And ci gar snoke, palls of iIt!

| npr obabl e, 1 npossi bl e cigar
snmoke! And unfamliar ashtrays on
t he conference table amd the
strewn papers! To A iver nothing
In the room not even the Ol ov
brothers, I1s as nonentous as this
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hat ed, banned-to-all-eternity
cligar snoke colling through the
rarefied air of the sanctum
formng 1tself Into a mushroom
shaped cl oud above the grooned
head of ' Tobacco's Bitterest Foe'
- Vogue. Tiger abom nates snoki ng
nore than failure or

contradi ction. Each year Dbefore
accounti ng day he donates
ostentati ous suns of taxable

l ncone to Its bani shnment. Yet

t oday on the sideboard resides a
brand new sil ver-bound hum dor by
Asprey of New Bond Street
contal ni ng the Mst Expensive
Cigars I1n the Universe. Yevgeny

| S snoki ng one, so Is the bag-
carrier with three buttons.
Not hi ng el se could have driven
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hone to Aiver so effectively the
unpr ecedented significance of the
occasi on.

Tiger's opening shot Is teasling,
but A i1ver sees teasing as an

| ndi visible part of his
relationship wth his father. If
you stand five feet three 1 n your
Lobb's raised heels, and i f your
son Is six feet three, It 1s only
natural that you should wsh to
bring himdown to scale 1 n front
of others - and only neet, right
and A iver's bounden duty that he
shoul d coll aborate in his
reduct 1 on.

' Good Heavens above, what kept
you, son?' Tiger protests In a
nock-serious tone put on for the
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conmpany. 'Qut on the town | ast

ni ght, | suppose. Who Is she this
time? | hope she's not going to
cost ne a fortune!'

A iver shares the joke |ike the
good sport he Is. 'She's rather
rich, actually, Father -
nount al nously so, 1 n fact.'

'l's she, by God? Is she? Well,

that's a change, |'l| say!
Perhaps this tine the old man
w il get his noney back. Wat?

And wth the what, a slippy

gl ance to Yevgeny Olov at his
side - acconpanied by a lifting
and resettling of the little fi st
that rests daringly on Yevgeny's
massi ve shoulder - telling him
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wth Aiver's connivance, that

t he young shaver here lives the
wastrel's |ife these days, thanks
to the munificence of his

| ndul gent dad. But diver Is used
to this. He Is practised from
chil dhood I n such scenes. |If
Tiger had demanded it of him he
woul d have done his passabl e
Imtation of Margaret That cher,

or Hunphrey Bogart I n Casabl anca,
or told his funny story about the
two Russi ans peeing in the snow.
But Tiger does not demand it, or
not this norning, so Aiver

|l nstead grins and shoves his hair
back while Tiger belatedly

| ntroduces himto the guests.

"Adiver, allowne to present to
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you one of the nost brilliant,
fearl ess, far-sighted pioneers of
t he new Russia, a gentlenman who
| 1 ke nyself has fought life wth
his bare knuckl es and won. They
don't make many |1 ke us any nore,
|"mafraid -' pausing so that
Randy Massi ngham from his pl ace
pehi nd them can put this into ex-
—oreign Ofice Russian - 'Adiver,
want you to neet M Yevgeny
vanovich O lov and his
di sti ngui shed brother M khail.
Yevgeny, this is ny son, diver,
in whom| amfairly well pleased,
a man of |law, a man of stature,
as you see, a nan of |earning and
Intellect, a nan of the future. A
| ousy athlete, 1t's true. A
hopel ess horsenman, dances |1 ke an
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ox' - alifting of the filmstar
orows signals the famli ar
ounchl i ne - 'but couples, runour
has 1t, litke a warrior!' Q@usts of
jolly laughter from Massi ngham
and t he bag-carriers suggest to
Aiver that the subject has been
al red ahead of his appearance. 'A
bit short on other forns of
experi ence, perhaps, a bit |[ong
on ethical concerns - weren't we
all at his age? But a first-rate
academc |lawer, well able to
represent our Legal Departnent
during the absence abroad of our
revered colleague Dr Alfred

W nser.' Bedfordshire is abroad?
Adiver wonders, anused as al ways
by Tiger's little |icences.

W nser a doctor suddenly?
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"Adiver, | want you to |isten
extrenely carefully to a
summat i on of our norning' s work.
Yevgeny has cone to us wth three
very vital, very creative and

ori ginal proposals which reflect -
very accurately and positively, |
believe - the turning of the tide
In M Gorbachev's new Russi a.'

But first the handshakes wth
assorted centres. Yevgeny's
cushioned fist westles AQiver's
unt ested palmwhile the cherubic
doubl e eyel ashes sparkl e an

| npi sh sm |l e. Next come Brother

M khail's four craggy fingers and
t hunb. Then a spongy dab fromthe
priestly cigar-snoker wwth three
fast ened j acket-buttons. H s nane
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It transpires Is Shalva and he
hails fromTbilisi In Georgia and
like Aiver 1s a lawer. It Is
the first tinme that the word
Georgia Is spoken, but diver,
whose ears and eyes are open to
every breeze today, at once
records 1ts significance:
Georgia, and a perceptible
pul I 1 ng back of shoul ders;
Georgi a, and a qui ckeni ng of

gl ances as loyal troops rally to
t he call.

"You have been to CGeorgia, M
Aiver? Shalva asks 1 n the
wstful tones of a true belil ever.

‘I"'mafraid not,' dIiver
confesses. '|I hear It's very
beauti ful .’
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"CGeorgia iIs very beautiful,’

Shal va confirnms wwth the
authority of the pulpit. But It
| S Yevgeny who echoes this, In
Engl 1 sh, between | ong horse-I1ike
nods. '(CGeorgia very beautiful,’
he roars, and the egregi ous

M khai|l nods also, in holy
confirmation of his falth.

And finally a pre-fight touch of
gloves wwth Aiver's pallid
contenporary M Al I x Hoban, of
whom no description Is provided,
Georgli an or ot herw se. And there
| s sonet hi ng about this Hoban
that disturbs Aiver and obli ges
himto place himin a separate
compartnent of his m nd.

Sonmet hing cold and faithless and
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| npati ent and violent In
retaliation. Sonething that says:
| f you step on ny foot just one
nore tinme... But these thoughts
are for later. Wth diver now
part of the conpany, Tiger's
snappy little hands signal
everybody to sit - no | onger at
the conference table, but Iin the
green | eat her Regency | oungers
reserved for the consideration of
what he has cal |l ed Yevgeny's
three very creative and ori gi nal
proposals reflecting the turning
of the Soviet tide. And since the
Ol ovs possess no English - or
none today - and since Massi ngham
IS not a nenber of thelir team but
Tiger's, they are presented by

t he unexpl ained M Al I x Hoban.
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H's voice Is not at all what
Aiver expects. It 1s neither
Moscow nor Phil| adel phia, but a
botch of both cultures. Its
serrated edge Is so penetrating
that 1t seens to be wred to an
amplifier. He speaks, you would
suppose, at the behest of soneone
powerful - and no doubt he does -
I n brusque, pared sentences to
take or |l eave. Only occasionally
sonet hing of hinself flashes |1Ike
a drawn dagger at the feast.

"M Yevgeny and M M khail Ol ov
enj oy many excellent contacts in
t he Soviet Union. Ckay?' he

begi ns, contenptuously addressing
A iver as the newconer. The
'‘okay' requires no answer. He
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salls straight on. 'Through his
experiences Inthe mlitary - and
I n the governnent service -

t hrough his connections wth
Georgia also - and certaln other
connections - M Yevgeny has the
ear of the highest level 1 n the
land. He 1s therefore uniquely
positioned to facilitate

| npl enentation of three specific
proposal s subject to appropriate
comm ssi ons payabl e out si de
Soviet Union. Got 1t?" he asks
sharply. AQiver gets it. 'These
comm ssions are the result of
prior negotiation at the highest
level 1n the |and. They are a

gl ven. You get ny drift?

Aiver gets his drift. After
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three nonths i n the House of
Single, he I1s aware that the

hi ghest | evel In the | and does
not cone cheap. ' Comm ssions In
what sort of order, actually? he
asks, parading a sophistication
he does not feel.

Hoban has the answer at the
fingertips of his |left hand,

whi ch he grabs one by one. '(One
hal f payabl e I n advance of

| npl enent ati on of each proposal.
Top-up paynents at agreed

| nterval s, contingent on the
subsequent success of each
proposal . Basis of conputation,
five per cent first billion,
three per cent all future nonies,
non- negoti abl e.’
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"And we're talking US dollars,"
says Aiver, determned not to
sound I npressed by billions.

"You think we talk 1 ra?

A gust of rich laughter fromthe
Ol ov brothers and Shal va t he

| awyer as Massi ngham i nt er poses
hinself to translate this
Wwtticisminto Russian for their
benefit, and Hoban directs his
pseudo- Anerican to what he calls
Speci fic Proposal Nunber One.

'Soviet State property can only

be di sposed of by State, got 1t?
| s axiomatic. Question. Who owns
today the State property of the

Sovi et Uni on?'

'The Soviet State. Cobviously,'

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (362 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

says A iver, top of the class.

' Second question. Who di sposes
today of Soviet State property in
accordance wth new economc
pol i cy?

'The Soviet State does' - by now
seriously disliking Hoban.

"Third question. Who enpowers

t oday di sposal of State property?
Ckay, answer, the new Sovi et
State. Only new State can sell
old State's property. It's
axiomatic,' he repeats, |1Kking
the word. 'CGot 1t?

And here, to Aiver's benusenent,
Hoban takes out a platinum
clgarette case and lighter,
extracts a fat yellow cigarette
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t hat | ooks as though he has been
storing It since his recent
chi | dhood, closes the case and
raps the cigarette on the lid to
pacify It before adding bill ows
of noxious fumes to the existing
pal | .

'The Sovi et econony of the | ast
decades was command econony,
okay?' Hoban resunes. 'All

machi neries, plant, armanments,
power stations, pipellines,
railway |ines, rolling stock,

| oconpt i ves, turbines,
generators, printing presses, all
belong to State. They can be old
State materials, they can be very
old, no one gives a shit. Sovi et
Uni on of past decades was not
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| nterested to recycle. Yevgeny

| vanovich 1s 1 n possessi on of

bl ue chip estimates of these

mat eri al s conposed at hi ghest

|l evel I1n the land. According to
t hese estinates, he Is
calculating present availability
of one billion tons good quality
scrap ferrous netals for

coll ection and disposal to

| nt erested buyers. Al over world
you got a keen demand for these
netals. Foll ow nme?

"Particularly In South-East
Asia,' Aiver puts in brightly,
for he has been reading a recent
technical journal on this very
subj ect.

And saying this he catches
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Yevgeny's eye, as he has done
several tinmes already during
Hoban's peroration, and Is struck
oy t he dependence of his stare.

t isas iIf this old nan feels
11| -at-ease 1 n his surroundi ngs
and 1s transmtting nessages of
complicity to Aiver the fell ow
newconer .

"I'n Sout h- East Asia, demand for

hi gh-quality scrap netals Is very
great,' Hoban concedes. ' Maybe we
shall sell to Sout h-East Asi a.
Maybe this Is convenient. R ght
now, no one gives a fuck.' Wth
an alarm ng snort Hoban cl ears
his nose and t hroat

si mul t aneously, before delivering
hi msel f of an I nterm nabl e
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prefabricated sentence: 'Up-front
| nvest nent for specific proposal
regarding scrap netals wll be
twenty mllion dollars cash down-
paynment | medi ately on signature
of State contract awarding to
Yevgeny | vanovi ch's nom nee

excl usive l1cence to collect and
di spose of all scrap netals In
former Soviet Union regardl ess of
| ocation and condition. That's a
gl ven. No nessing.’

Aiver's head Iis reeling. He has
heard of such conm ssi ons but
only at second-hand. 'But who Is
t he nom nee?' he asks.

'"To be determ ned. Nom nee 1S
lrrelevant. He wwll| be chosen by
Yevgeny | vanovich. He wll be our
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nom nee. '

Tiger fromhis throne Issues a
sharp warning: 'diver. Don't be
obt use.'

Hoban again: 'The twenty mllion
dollars cash wll be |odged in an
agreed Western bank and rel eased

by tel ephone simultaneous to
signature. Nom nee nust al so bear
cost of collection and assenbly
of scrap netals. Al so necessary
w |l be rental or purchase of
seaport yard, forty hectares

m ni num That's anot her over head
for the nomnee. It wll Dbe
necessary for himto purchase
this yard privately. Yevgeny

| vanovi ch' s organi sati on has
contacts who can assi st nom nee
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to purchase yard.' QA ver
suspects that this organisation

| s Hoban hinself. 'Soviet State
cannot provide cutting and
sheari ng equi pnent. That's al so
for the nomnee. |If the State has
such equipnent, It's certainto
be shit. Throw it on the scrap
heap.'

Hoban's |lips part 1nan i11l1l-
hunoured smle as he puts down
one paper and takes up anot her.
The pause spawns anot her silky
| nterpol ation from Ti ger.

'If we do have to purchase a
yard, we nust reckon on a few
beads for the | ocal chieftains,
obviously. | think Randy nmade
this point earlier, didn't you,
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Randy? Never does to get on the
wrong side of the boys on the
spot .’

'"It's factored in,' Hoban replied
indifferently. "It's inmateri al.
Al such matters wll be resol ved
pragmatically by House of Single,
I n conbi nati on wth Yevgeny

| vanovi ch and his organi sation.'

"'So we're the nom nee!' d 1 ver
cries, shrewdly cottoni ng on.

‘Adiver. How very brilliant of
you,' Tiger nurnurs.

Hoban's Specific Proposal Nunber
Two I1s oil. Azerbaijani oil,
Caucasus oil, Caspian oil,
Kazakhstan! oil. Mre oil, says

Hoban carelessly, than is to be
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found 1 n the whole of Kuwait and
| ran put together.

"The new Kl ondi ke,' Massi ngham
purrs supportively fromthe
W Ngs.

This oil also 1s State property,
Hoban expl ai ns. Ckay? Many

sul tors have approached the

hi ghest level I1n the |and for
concessi ons, he says, and

| nteresti ng proposal s have been
nmade regardi ng refi nenment,

pi pel 1 nes, dock facilities,
transportation, sale to non-
soci al1 st countries and

comm ssion. No deci sion has been
reached. 'The highest level In
the land 1s keeping Its powder
dry. Got 1t?

file:///ID|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (371 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

"CGot 1t,' Adiver reports,
mlitary-style.

'In area Baku, old Soviet nethods
of extraction and refinenment are
still 1n place,' Hoban announces
fromhis notes. 'These nethods
are conplete crap. It has

t herefore been decided at the

hi ghest |evel that the Interests
of new Sovi et market econony wl|
be best served If responsibility
for extraction is awarded to one
| nternational conmpany.' He Is
hol di ng up the I ndex finger of
his left hand I n case A ver
can't count. 'One only. Ckay?'

"Sure. Fine. Ckay. One only.'
"Exclusive. ldentity of this
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| nternati onal conpany 1S
delicate, 1s extrenely political.
Thi s conpany must be a good
conpany, synpathetic to needs of
all Russia, also of Caucasus. It
must be expert conpany. This
conmpany nust have' - he speaks
the words as If they are one -
'Proven-Pair-of - Hands. Not sone
M ckey Mouse outfit from
Yonkers.'

'The big battalions are sinply
baying to get their hands on it,
Aiver,' Massi ngham expl ai ns

| nsi nuatingly. 'Chinese, |ndians,
the nmultis, Anericans, Dutch,
Brits, nane them G@nshoel ng
round the corridors, waving their
chequebooks, handing out their
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hundred-dollar bills |1 ke
confetti. It's a zoo.'

"It sounds 1t,' Ai1ver assures
hi m keenl y.

"Inportant for the sel ection of

| nternational conpany wl | be
respect for nany speci al

| nterests of all peoples of the
Caucasus region. This

| nt ernati onal conpany nust be
enj oyi ng the confidence of such
peopl es. She nust cooperate. She
must enrich not just herself Dbut
t hem She nust accommobdate the
appar at chi ks of Azer bal | an,
Daghest an, Chechnya- | ngusheti a,
Arnmeni a' - a glance for Yevgeny -
' She nust make happy the

nonmenkl atura of Georgia. The
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hi ghest | evel In the | and has
very special relationship wth
Georgla, very special regard. In
Moscow, goodw || of Republic of
Georgia IS maximumopriority,
ahead of all other republics.
This Is historical. This iIs
axiomatic.' He consults his notes
agal n before pronouncing the
resonant cliche. 'Georgia is nost
preci ous stone in Soviet Union's
crown. That's a given.'

To Aiver's surprise, Tiger
hastens to confirmthis. 'In
anybody's crown, thank you,

A1 x,' he asserts. 'Marvell ous
li1ttle country. AmI| not right,
Randy? Marvel | ous food, W ne,
frurt, |anguage, beautiful wonen,
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| ncredi bl e | andscape, |i1terature
goi ng back to the Fl ood. Nowhere
like 1t 1n the world."'

Hoban 1 gnores him 'Yevgeny

| vanovi ch has |ived nany years in
Georgi a. Yevgeny and M khali |

| vanovi ch were children in
Georgia when their father was Red
Arnmy conmandant I n Senaki. They
have fromthis tine many friends
Il n Georgia. Today these friends
are very Influential. The

brot hers spend nmuch tine In
Georgia. They have dacha In
Georgi a. From Moscow, Yevgeny

| vanovi ch has diverted nany

| nportant favours to his bel oved
Georgia. Therefore he 1's nost
eligible to reconcile needs of
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t he new Soviet Union wth needs
of the |ocal comunity and
traditions. H's presence Is a
guarantee that 1 nterests of
Caucasus Wl | be respected.
Ckay?'

The beamis on AQiver again. The
entire audi ence 1s sloped towards
him attentively observing his
reacti ons.

'Ckay,' he confirnms dutifully.

' Therefore Modscow has nade
follow ng I nformal di spositions.
Di sposition A One |icensee w |
be appoi nted by Mscow for all
Caucasus oil. D sposition B.
Yevgeny | vanovich personally wl|
nomnate this licensee. It wll
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be his personal deci sion.

D sposition C. Tenders from
conmpeting oil conpanies wll Dbe
formally and publicly solicited.
However.' A huge suck of breath
and cigarette snoke catches
Aiver by surprise but he
recovers. 'However, screw them
Infornally and privately, Mscow
Wl |l select whatever consortium

I S nom nated by Yevgeny | vanovi ch
and his people. D sposition D.
Terns for nom nated consortium

w ||l be calculated on royalties
of existing Azerbaljani oilfields
on basis of average annual yield
over |ast five years. Wth ne?

'"Wth you.'
"Very Inportant to renenber 1ISs:
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Sovi et extraction nethods are
horseshit. Lousy technol ogy,

| ousy I nfrastructure, |ousy
transportation, shit-awf ul
managers. Therefore cal cul at ed
sumw || be very nobdest In
conmparison wth efficient
extraction by nodern Western

net hods. It wll be based on
history, not the future. It wll
be fraction of the future. This
sumw || be accepted by hi ghest
|l evel 1n Moscow in full discharge
of licence fee. D sposition E.
Al'l surplus revenue fromfuture
oll extraction wll be property
of Caucasus consortium nom nat ed
by Yevgeny |vanovich and his
organi sation. Private and fornmal
agreenent wmll be granted on
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recel pt of one-tine paynent of

thirty mllion dollars advance
comm ssion. Public and fornal
agreenent wll follow

autonmatically. Top-ups of

original commssion to be rel ated
to future actual earnings on

| nformal basis. They wll be
negoti ated.'

"Lucky ol d highest level In the

| and,' drawl s Massi ngham whose
vol ce Is permanently husky, as If
he too were short of oil. "Fifty
mll for witing his nane a
couple of tines, |lovely fat top-
ups to follow, not bad pickings,
says |.°

Aiver's question pops out of him
unbi dden. Neither the surly tone
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nor the aggressive fornulation is
of his choosing. If he could un-
ask 1t he would, but it's too

| ate. Sone half-famliar ghost
has taken possession of him |t
s what remai ns of his sense of
legal ity after three nonths
before the Single nast.

"Can | Interrupt you here a
second, AliIx? Were does House of
Single cone into this exactly?
Are we being asked to put up
fifty mllion dollars of bribe
noney?’

Aiver has the feeling that he
has |l et out a |oud I nvoluntary
fart 1n church as the | ast
strains of the organ die away. An
| ncredul ous silence fills the big
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room The runble of traffic iIn
Curzon Street six floors bel ow
has ceased. It Is Tiger who, as
his father and senior partner,
conmes to his rescue. H s tone I s
fond, congratul atory.

"A good point, Aiver, and
courageously made, If | may say
so. Not for the first time, | am
noved to admre your integrity.
House of Single does not bribe,

of course. That's not what we do
at all. If legitimte conm ssi ons
are to be paid, they wll be paid
wthin the discretion of our
correspondent 1n place - In this
case our good friend Yevgeny -

W th due respect to the | aws and
traditions of the country In
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whi ch that correspondent 1Is
operating. The details wll be
his concern, not ours. Qoviously,
| f a correspondent 1s short of
funds - not everybody can put
their hands on fifty mllion
dollars overnight - Single's wll
consi der nmaking a | oan I n order
to enable himto exercise his
ocal discretion. | think 1t's
nugely 1 nportant to nmake this

pol nt. And very right and proper
of you, In your capacity as our

| egal counsel | or today, to have
nade 1t. | thank you. We all do.'
Massi nghani s hoarse ' Hear, hear'
delivers the deat h-blow as Tiger
slides snoothly into a plug for

t he great House of Single.
'Single's exists to say yes where
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ot hers say no, Aiver. W bring
vi si on. Knowhow. Energy.
Resources. To wherever the spirit
of true adventure | eads.
Yevgeny's not hypnotised by the
old lron Curtain - never were,
were you, Yevgeny?' - out of the
edge of his msted gaze, A i ver

| s aware of Yevgeny Ol ov's
cropped head shaking i1tself from
side to side -'He's a proxy
Georgian. A |lover of Georgia's
beauty and culture. CGeorgia
boasts sone of the earli est
Christian churches in the world.

| don't expect you knew that, did
you?’

"Not really.’

'He dreans of a Commobn Mar ket of
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t he Caucasus. So do I. A great
new trading entity, based on

f abul ous natural resources. He's
a pioneer, aren't you, Yevgeny?
Li ke us. O course he Is. Randy,
transl ate, please. Well done,
Aiver. |I'"'mproud of you. W all
are.’

' Does the consortium have a nane?
Does It already exist?' diver
asks whil e Massi ngham transl at es.

'"No, Aiver, It does not,"' Tiger
retorts through his weat her proof
smle. "But If you wll exercise
alittle patience | amsure it
very soon wll .’

Yet even while this distressing
exchange goes back and forth -
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distressing for Aiver, If no one
el se - he finds hinself belng
tugged al nost by gravity Iin an
unexpected direction. Everybody
IS peering at Aiver, but
Yevgeny's wly old gaze is fixed
to himlike a ship's |Ine,
pulling at him feeling his

wel ght, guessing him- and
guessing him diver Is convinced
of 1t, correctly. Qut of nothing,
Yevgeny's goodw || 1s evident to
him Stranger still, Oiver feels
he Is taking part 1n a resunption
of an old and natural friendship.
He sees a small boy In Georgia in
| ove with everything around him
and the child is hinself. He
feel s an unguarded gratitude for
favours he has never consciously
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recel ved. Meanwhi |l e, Hoban i1 s
t al ki ng about bl ood.

Bl ood of all types. Commobn bl ood,
uncommon, extrenely rare. The
shortfall between world denmand
and worl d supply. The bl ood of
all nations. The cash val ue of

bl ood, whole and retail, by
category, In the nedi cal

mar ket pl aces of Tokyo, Pari s,
Berlin, London and New Yor k. How
to test bl ood, separate good

bl ood frombad. How to cool It,
bottle 1t, freeze 1t, transport
1t, store it, dry 1t. The

regul ations covering its

l nportation to the nmgj or

| ndustrialised countries of the
West. Health and hygi ene
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st andards. Custons. Wiy Is he
doing this? Way 1 s bl ood suddenly
so attractive to hinf Tiger hates
bl ood as much as he hat es
snmoking. |t offends his notions
of Tmmortality and contradicts
Nis passion for order. Aiver has
Known of this aversion all his
|fe, sonetinmes seeing It as a
sign of hidden sensitivity,

soneti mes despising It as
weakness. The smal |l est cut, the

| east sight and snell of the
stuff, the very nention of it,
are enough to panic him H's
chauf f eur Gasson was nearly
sacked for offering assistance at
a gory accident while his naster
sat whey-faced i n the back of the
Rol | s- Royce screamng at himto
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drive on, drive on, drive on. Yet
t oday, judging himby his

exul tant expression as he |listens
to Hoban's droning delineation of
Speci fic Proposal Nunber Three,

ol ood 1s what he | oves best In
ife. And this is blood In
oucketfuls: free fromthe tap,

t hanks t o generous-spirited
Russi an donors, ninety-nine

doll ars and ninety-five cents per
pint retail to the Aneri can
sufferer 1n need - and we are

| ooki ng here at anything up to
half a mllion pints a week, got
1t, Ai1ver? Hoban becones a
humani tari an. He does this by
altering his voice to a
reverential nonotone, but also by
a prudish pursing of the |I1ps and
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| owering of the eyelids. The
conflicts I n Karabakh, Abkahzi a
and Tbilisi, he iIntones, have
provided the Olov brothers wth
a tragic insight into the
shortcom ngs of Russia's run-down
nedi cal services. They do not
doubt that there 1s worse to
cone. The Sovi et Union possesses,
al as, no national transfusion
service, no programe for
collecting and distributing bl ood
to our nany bel eaguered capitals,
none for storing It. The very
notion of selling blood or buying
It Is foreign to finer Soviet
feeli ngs. Soviet citizens are
accustoned to giving blood freely
and spont aneously, In nonents of
particul ar enpathy or patriotism
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not - God forbid - on a
commerci al basis, says Hoban, In
a Vol ce now so ahaem c that

A i1 ver wonders whet her he hinsel f
could do wwth a transfusi on.

'For exanpl e, please, when Red
Arnmy 1s fighting at a certain
front, an appeal Is nmade over
radio for donors. For exanple, In
case of natural disaster, when
whole village wll stand in |ine
to make this sacrifice. If crisis
s big, Russian people wll
provi de nuch bl ood. In new Russi a
wll be many crisis. Also crisis
can be created. It Is axiomatic.'
Wiere on earth Is he going wth

t his nonsense? A iver wonders,

but one gl ance round the room
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tells himthat he is alone Iin his
scepticism Tiger wears a
threatening smle that says,
gquestion ne If you dare. Yevgeny
and M khail are joined in prayer,
their hands |inked on their | aps,
heads down. Shalva listens wwth a
dreany | ook of rem niscence,

Massi ngham wth eyes prettily

cl osed and el egant | egs stretched
towards the unlit fire. 'Policy
deci si on has therefore been taken
at highest |evel that national

bl oodbanks w || 1 nmedi ately be
established in all major cities
of Soviet Union,' Hoban reports,
soundi ng now less |1 ke a
revival i st pastor than an
adenol dal Radi o Mbscow news
announcer on a chilly norning.
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And still diver doesn't catch

on, even though everyone around
hi mseens to know exactly where
all this 1s | eadlng.

'Great,' he murnmurs defensively,
conscious of their collective
gaze. But no sooner has he
uttered this than he finds

hi neel f exchangi ng stares across
the circle wwth Yevgeny, who has
tilted his head backward and to
one side and, wwth his rock-11ke
chin protruding, IS quizzing
Aiver from between the double
fringes of his eyel ashes.

"Consistent wth state of

nati onal objective, all Republics
of Soviet Union wll be advi sed
to establish separate bl ood
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facility 1 n each designated city.
This facility wll contaln at

|l east’ - A iver's confusion about
t he project does not permt him
accurately to receive the nunber -
‘gall ons of blood In each
category. State funding wll Dbe
aval | able for this project,
subject to certalin conpliances.
State wl| also declare crisis.
Also In spirit of reciprocity' -
he rai ses one white finger
demandi ng attention - 'each
Republic wwll be ordered to send
specified quantity of blood to
central reserve bl oodbank I n
Moscow. This Is axiomatic. Any
Republic not contributing
specified quantity of blood to
central reserve wll not recelve
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State funding.' Hoban waxes
nonent ous, or as nonentous as his
m sshapen voice allows: 'This

central reserve wll be known as
Crisis Response Bl ood Reserve. It
wll be showpiece. It wmll be

fine building. W shall sel ect
fine building. Maybe wwth fl at
roof for helicopter. In this
bui | di ng, paranedics wll be on
standby at all tines to neet
sudden denmand that 1 s beyond
resources of | ocal services,
anywhere 1 n Soviet Union.
Exanpl e, an eart hquake. Exanpl e,
a maj or 1 ndustrial accident.
Exanple, rail crash or snall war.
Exanpl e, terrorist outrage by
Chechnya. There w || be

tel evision programme about this
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bui | di ng. Newspaper articles.
This building wll be pride of

all Soviet Union. Nobody wll
refuse to give to iIt, even when
crisis is snmall, provided crisis
| s decl ared by highest |evel. You
follow ne, Aiver?

'O course | follow you. A child
could,” Adiver blurts. But his
conf usi on has been noticed by

hi neel f al one. Not even old
Yevgeny, granite head propped In
granite fist, has heard his cry.

' However,' Hoban decl ares -
except that dropping his

| 1 ngui sti1c guard, he pronounces
the initial Has hard G which at
any other tine would have caused
Aiver an inward grin - 'Gowever.
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It 1s already clear that
operating costs of Crisis
Response Bl ood Reserve are
prohibitive to State. Sovi et
State has zero nopney. Sovi et
State nmust accept principles of
mar ket econony. So we have
guestion for you, diver. How can
Crisis Response Bl ood Reserve be
financially sel f-supporting? How
to achieve this? Wiat Is your

per sonal specific proposal to

ni ghest level Iin the | and,

0|l ease?’

Al their eyes scorching him
Tiger's scorching fiercest.
Demandi ng his approval, his

ol essing, his complicity. Wanti ng
Nl m aboard conplete wth ethics
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and 1deals. Qiver's face darkens
under their collective heat. He
shrugs, pulls a stubborn frown to
no effect.

"Sell the surplus blood to the
West, | suppose.’

"Alittle nore vol une, please,
Aiver!' cries Tiger.

'l said sell the spare blood to
the West' - resentfully - '"why
not? It's a crop |1 ke any ot her.
Bl ood, oil, old iron, what's the
di fference?

To hinself he sounds |1 ke soneone
bursting | oose from his chai ns.
But Hoban is already nodding In
concurrence, Massinghamis
grinning |1 ke an 1diot and Ti ger
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IS wearing his wdest and nost
proprietorial smle of the day.

"An astute suggestion,' Hoban
pronounces, pleased wth his
choi ce of adjective. 'W shall
sell this blood. Oficially but
al so secretly. Sales wll be
State secret, sanctioned In
writing at highest level In
Moscow. Blood that I1s surplus to
crisis wll be transported daily
by refrigerated Boeling 747 ex-
Moscow Sherenmetyevo airport to
east coast of United States. Al
freight costs wll be borne by
contracting conpany.' He has a
note of the terns and I s
consulting It as he speaks.
"Transportation wll be conducted
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on extrenely confidential basis,
elimnating negative publicity.

| n Russia, we nust not hear They
sel|l our Russian blood to
victorious Iinmperialists. |In the
States, It 1s not convenient to
hear that American capitalists
are bl eedi ng poor nations
literally. This woul d be counter-
productive.' He licks a white
fingertip and turns a page.
"Assum ng nutual confidentiality
can be observed, this contract

also wll be signed by highest iIn
the land. Terns wl | be
followmng. First term M Yevgeny
| vanovich w || appoint his own
nom nee, this wll be his

prerogative. Nom nee can be
forel gner, can be Westerner, can
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be Anerican, who gives a shit?
This nom nee's conpany Wl |l not
be registered in Moscow. It wll
be foreign conpany. Preferred
wll be Swtzerland. | nmediately
on signature of contract between
Sovi et nom nee of M Yevgeny

Olov, thirty mllion dollars iIn
bearer bonds wll be | odged at
forel gn bank, details wll be

arranged. Maybe you have
suggestion for this bank?

"Do 1 ndeed,' Tiger murnurs off
st age.

"This thirty mllion dollars wl|
be regarded as advance paynent
agal nst down-the-line profits
calculated at fifteen per cent of
gross profit accruing to nom nees
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of M Yevgeny Ol ov. You |lIKke
this, Aiver? You think i1t's
pretty good business, | believe.'

Aiver likes 1t, hates 1t, thinks
It 1s good business, disgusting
busi ness, not business at all but
theft. But he has no tine to set
his revul sion Into words. He

| acks the age, the sureness, the
address, the space.

"As you rightly say, Aiver, It's
a crop |l ke any other,' says
Ti ger.

"l suppose it 1Is.

"You sound worried. Don't be.
You're anong friends here. You're
one of the team Speak out.'
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"I was thinking about testing and
stuff,' Ai1ver grunbles.

'Good point. So you shoul d. Last
thing we need 1s a | ot of do-
gooders fromthe press telling us
we're peddling tainted bl ood. So
"' m pl eased to tell you that
testing, grading, selecting - all
t hose problens - are no obstacle
I n these nodern tines. They add a
few hours to shipnment at nost.
They I ncrease over heads, but the
cost wll obviously be factored
Iin. Do it in flight Is probably

t he answer. Save tine and
handling. We're looking into It.
Anyt hi ng el se troubling you?

'"Wll, there's the - well - the
| arger 1ssue, | suppose.’
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"OF what ?'

'"Well - you know - what Al x said
- selling Russian blood to the
rich West - capitalists |iving
of f the bl ood of peasants.'

"You' re absolutely right again,
and we'll have to watch it |ike
hawks. The good news is, Yevgeny
and his chuns are as determ ned
as we are to keep the whole thing
under wraps. The bad news I s,
sooner or |ater everything | eaks.
Think positive, that's the trick.
H t back. Have your answers ready
and sl amthem hone." He flings up
one trimarmin the nanner of a
waysi de preacher, and adds a
trenor to his voice. ' Better to
trade bl ood than shed i1t! What
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finer synbol can there be of
reconciliation and coexli stence
than a nation giving blood to iIts
former eneny? How s that ?

"They're not giving though, are
they? - Well, the donors are, but
that's different.'

"So woul d you rather we took
their blood for nothing?

'No, of course not.'

"Wul d you rat her the Sovi et

Uni on had no national transfusion
servi ce?'

INO.I

"W don't know what Yevgeny's
chuns are doing wth their
comm ssion - why should we? They
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could be building hospitals.
Proppi ng up an ailing health
service. What could be nore noral
t han t hat ?'

Massi ngham provi des what he calls
the nutshell. "Tot 1t all up,
AOlie old lad, we're | ooking at

an up-front sweetener of eighty
mll for the three specific
proposals,' he calculates wth
pol i shed carel essness. 'My guess -
top of ny head, don't quote ne -
anybody asking eighty wll round
down to seventy-five. Even If
you're the highest |evel In the

| and, seventy-five's a tidy sum
After that 1t's a question of who
we Invite to the table. Seen from
this end we'll be handi ng out
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gol d bars.'

Lunch at Kat's Cradle 1 n South
Audl ey Street, billed Iin the
gossi p colunmms as the private

| unch cl ub even you cannot
afford. But Tiger can afford it.
Tiger owns iIt, and owns Kat, and
has owned her a little | onger
than Aiver I1s allowed to know.
The weat her 1s kind, the walk
around the corner takes all of
three mnutes, Tiger and Yevgeny
| ead, A i1ver and M khail nake a
second pair, the rest trail
behind and Ali x Hoban trails

| ast, speaking soft Russian into
a cell phone which, as Aiver iIs
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| earning, 1s sonethi ng Hoban
l1kes to do a |lot. They turn the
corner, chauffeured Roll s-Royces
wait |i ke a mafia cortege al ong

t he kerbside, a closed, unnmarked,
bl ack- pai nted front door opens as
Tiger reaches for the bell. The
fanmous round table In the bay Is
walting for them waiters in the
pal est sherry Jackets push silver
trolleys, fawn and nurnur, a
sprinkling of mstresses and

| overs watch fromthe safety of
thelir corners. Katrina, whose
nane the place bears, iIs puckish,
stylish and agel ess as a good

m stress should be. She stands at
Tiger's side, nudging her hip
agal nst his shoul der.
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'No, Yevgeny, you're not havi ng
vodka today,' Tiger tells him
down the table, 'he's having a
Chateau Yquemw th his fole gras,
Kat, and a Chateau Pal ner wth
his | anb, and a shoot-up of

t housand-year-ol d Armagnac wth
his cof fee, and no bl oody vodka.
"1l tane the Bear 1f It kills
ne. And shanpoo cocktails while
we wait.'

'So what's poor M khail getting?
Katrina protests, who wth

Massi nghani s conni vance has

nmast ered everybody's nane ahead
of their arrival. 'He | ooks as

t hough he hasn't had a decent
neal for years, don't you,
darl i ng?
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‘M khail's a beef chap, bet he
s, Tiger insists while

Massi ngham tr ansl at es what ever of
this he reckons appropri ate.

"Tell him beef, Randy. And he's
not to believe a word he reads In
t he newspapers. British beef's
still best beef In the world.
Same for Shalva. Alix, tine to
live a little. And put that phone
away, please, Alix, rule of the
nouse. Gve hima | obster. Like
obster, A1 x? How s the | obster,
Kat ?’

"And what's A iver getting? Kat
asks, turning her sparkling

agel ess gaze on him and | eavi ng
It there i ke a gift for himto
play wth as he pl eases. ' Not
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enough,' she answers for him to
make hi m bl ush. Kat has never

hi dden t he pl easure that she
takes in Tiger's virile young
son. Every tinme he walks into the
Cradl e she eyes himli ke an

| npossi bly priced painting she
woul d | ove to own.

Aiver Is about to reply when the
room expl odes. Seating hinself at
t he white plano, Yevgeny has
fired off a wld prel ude evoki ng
nount ains, rivers, forests, dance
and - If diver 1s not mstaken -
cavalry charges. In a trice

M khai | appears at the centre of
the tiny dance floor, his
hol | owed, nystical gaze fi xed
upon the kitchen doors. Yevgeny
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starts to sing a peasant | anent
while Mkhail slowy swngs his
arnms and provides a backi ng
refrain. Spontaneously, Kat

t hreads her armthrough Mkhail's
and mrrors his novenents. Thelr
song gal | ops up the nountai n,

t ouches the peak and nournfully
descends. Indifferent to the

ast oni shed hush, the brothers
resune their places at the table
as Kat starts the appl ause.

'"Was that Georgian?' A iver asks
Yevgeny shyly, through

Massi ngham when the cl appi ng

di es.

But Yevgeny, 1t turns out, has
| ess need of an interpreter than
he pretends. 'Not Georgi an,
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Aiver. Mngrelian,' he says In a
t hick Russian grow that echoes
all round the room 'M ngrelian
peopl es are pure peoples. O her
Georgi ans got so nmany | nvasi ons
they don't know i f their

gr andnot hers was raped by Turks,
Daghest ani s or Persi ans.

M ngreli ans was snart peopl es.
They protect their valleys. Lock
up their wonen. Get them pregnant
first. Got brown hair, not

bl ack."

The stately bustle of the room
recovers. Tiger snoothly proposes
a first toast. 'To our vall eys,
Yevgeny. Yours and ours. May they
flourish. Separately but

t oget her. May they Dbring
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prosperity to you and your
famly. |In partnership. | n good
farth.'

It 1s four o'clock. Father and
son saunter armin-armal ong the
sunny pavenent 1 n the haze of
after |unch while Massi ngham
escorts the party back to the
Savoy for a rest before the
evening' s festivities.

'Big chap for famly, Yevgeny,'
Tiger muses. "As | am As you are
-' sgueeze of the arm ' The
Georglians are thick as thieves In
Moscow. Yevgeny's got them w red,
not a door he can't open. Tot al
charner. Not an eneny I n the
world.' It 1s rare for father and
son to touch each other for so
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ong. Gven their conflicting
neights 1t 1s difficult to find a
nol d that works for both of them
out this one does. 'Doesn't trust
oeopl e much. Makes two of us.
Doesn't trust things. Conputers -
ohone - fax - says he only trusts
what's In his head. And you.'

1 I\/b?l

'"The Olovs are famly nen.
Fanous for 1t. They |1 ke fathers,
brot hers, sons. Send them your
son, It's a pledge of good faith.
That's why | bundl ed Wnser off
for the day. Tine you noved into
t he spotlight where you bel ong.'

'But what about Massi nghant?
They're his catch, aren't they?
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'The son's better. No skin off
Randy's nose, and we'd all rather
have himwth us than agail nst
us.' A i1ver makes to detach his
arm but Tiger keeps it trapped.

"You can't blame them for belng
suspi cious, the world they grew
up In. Police state, everyone

| nform ng on everyone, firing
squads - makes a chap secretive.
The brothers did a spell In
prison thensel ves, Randy tells
ne. Cane out know ng half
tonorrow s nen. Better than Eton,
by the sound of i1t. There'll be
contracts to draw up, of course.
Si de agreenents. Keep it sinple,
that's the nessage. Your basic

| egal English for foreigners.
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Yevgeny |1 kes to understand what
he's signing. You up to that?

"l should think so.'

'He's green as a | eaf about a | ot
of stuff, bound to be. You'll
have to hand-feed him teach him
our Western ways. He hates

| awyers and doesn't know banki ng
fromhis el bow Wiy shoul d he,
when they don't have banks?

'"No reason on earth,' diver
repl i es obsequi ously.

'Poor chaps have still got to

| earn the val ue of noney.
Privileges were the currency till
now. |If they played their cards
right, they got everything they
want ed - houses, food, school s,
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nol 1 days, hospitals, cars - all
ori vil eges. Now they've got to
ouy the sane treats wth hard
cash. Different ball game. Needs
a different sort of player.'
Aiver I1s smling and there iIs
music In his heart. 'So It's a
deal ?' Tiger proposes. 'You do
his nuts and bolts, |I'll handle
t he heavy stuff. Shoul dn't be
nore than a year or so, nmax.'

"VWhat happens after a year?

Tiger laughs. A real, rare,

anoral , happy, West End | augh, as
he pulls his armfree of Aiver's
and claps himaffectionately on

t he shoulder. "At twenty per cent
of the gross? - still |aughing -
"VWhat do you think's going to
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happen? A year from now, we'l]l
have squeezed the old devil out
of the | oop.'

CHAPTER EI GHT

Aiver Is intethered flight.

| f he has ever doubted the w sdom
of entering his father's firm

t he gol den summer nont hs of 1991
provide himwth his answer. This
Is living. This Is connecti ng.
This Is being one of the team on
a scale he has only dreaned. \Wen
the Tiger |eaps, the financi al
columists |i ke to say, |esser
nen stand clear. Now Tiger 1S

| eapi ng as never before. D viding
his executive staff Iinto separate
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task forces, he appoints

Massi ngham his Fi el d Commander,
Ol Steel, which does not at all
0l ease Massi ngham who woul d
orefer the | esser post of Bl ood.
1 ke Tiger he has seen where the
richest pickings lie, which iIs
why Ti ger has kept bl ood for
hinmself. Twce, three tines a
nonth he 1s to be found iIn
WAshi ngt on, Phi | adel phia or New
York, often wwth Aiver In
attendance. Wth an awe tinged by
apprehension diver | ooks on as
his father dazzl es senators,

| obbyi sts and health officials
w th his persuasive powers. To
listen to Tiger's pitch, you
woul d hardly know the bl ood cane
fromRussia at all. It Is
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Eur opean - for does not Europe
stretch fromthe Iberian

peninsula to the Urals? - It 1Is
Caucasian, It Is - nore
enbarrassing still to Aiver's

hard-surviving sensitivities -
white Caucasian, It Is surplus to
Eur opean requi renents. For the
rest, he cannily confines hinself
to such uncontroversial |1ssues as
| andi ng rights, gradi ng, storage,
custons exenptions, onward

shi pnent and the establishnment of
a nobile staff of troubl eshooters
to oversee the operation. But If
Russi an bl ood 1s assured of a
safe arrival, what of Its

depart ure?

"Time Yevgeny had a visit,' Tiger
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rules, and Aiver sets off In
pursuit of his new hero.

Sherenetyevo airport, Mscow,
1991, on a perfect sunmer's
afternoon, Aiver's first In

Mot her Russia. Faced wth the
arrival hall's sullen gqueues and
scowm i ng frontier guards, he
succunbs to a nonent's
trepidation until he spots
Yevgeny hinsel f, acconpani ed by a
squad of docile officials, wading
towards himw th shouts of

pl easure. H's huge arns | ock
round A iver's back, his rough
cheek presses against his own. A
smel|l of garlic, then the taste
of 1t, as the old man pl onks a
third traditional Russian kiss on
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Aiver's startled nouth. In a
trice his passport 1s stanped,
his | uggage swept through a side
door and A1 ver and Yevgeny are
reclining in the rear seat of a
bl ack Zil driven by none ot her

t han Yevgeny's brother M khail,
dressed today not Iin a runpled

ol ack suit, but knee-Ilength
poots, mlitary breeches and a
eat her bonber jacket 1 n which
Aiver glinpses the hatched bl ack
butt of a fam|ly-sized automatic
pistol. A police notorcycle rides
ahead of them two dark-haired
nen in a Volga foll ow.

"My children,' Yevgeny expl al ns
wth a w nk.

But diver knows he Is not being
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literal, for Yevgeny to his grief
has daughters and no sons.
Aiver's hotel 1s a white weddi ng
cake In the centre of town. He
checks Iinto it, they drive down
broad, pitted streets past
gigantic apartnent blocks to a

| eafy suburb of hal f-hidden

vill as guarded by security
canmeras and uni forned police.

| ron gates open before them the
escort peels away, they enter the
gravel forecourt of an ivy-
covered mansion teemng wth
yelling children, babushkas,
clgarette snoke, ringing

t el ephones, oversize televisions,
a ping-pong table, everything in
notion. Shalva the | awer greets
themin the hall. There Is a

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (424 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

bl ushi ng cousin called A ga who
s "M Yevgeny's personal
assistant', there is a nephew
called Igor who 1s fat and jolly,
there I s Yevgeny's benign and
stately Georgian wwfe Tinatin and
three - no, four - daughters, all
full-bodied, married and a little
tired, and the prettiest and the
nost dooned I1s Zoya, whom A | ver
wth a kind of aching recognition
takes I1nstantly to his heart.
Femal e neurosis Is his nenesis.
Add a trimwal st, broad maternal
hi ps, a |arge, 1nconsol able brown
gaze and he Is |lost. She nurses a
baby boy call ed Paul who shares
her gravity. Their four eyes
examne himwth forlorn

complicity.
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"You are very beautiful,' Zoya
declares, as sadly as If she were
reporting a death. 'You have the
beauty of Irreqularity. You are a
poet ?'

‘Just a lawer, |'mafraid.’

"The law is also a dream You
have cone to buy our bl ood?

"I"ve cone to nmake you rich.

'"Wel cone,' she 1ntones wwth the
profundity of a great
t ragedi enne.

A iver has brought docunents for
Yevgeny to sign and a personal
sealed letter fromTiger, but -
'Not yet, not yet, first you wll
see ny horse!'" And of course he
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wll! Yevgeny's horse is a brand-
new BMW not or bi ke t hat st ands
panpered and glistening on a pink
Oriental carpet at the centre of
a drawmng room Wth his
househol d crowdi ng at the doorway
- but Aiver sees nostly Zoya -
Yevgeny kicks off his shoes,
clinmbs onto the beast's back,

| owers his runp onto the saddl e
and waps his stockinged feet
round the pedals while he revs
the engine all the way up, then
down agali n and shines out his
del i ght from between matted

eyel ashes. ' You now, diver! You!
You!’

WAt ched by an appl audi ng audi ence
the Heir Apparent to the House of
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S ngl e hands Shalva his tail or-
made | acket and silk tie and
springs onto the saddle In
Yevgeny's pl ace; then
denonstrates what a good chap he
IS by setting the building
shuddering and rattling to its

f oundati ons. Zoya al one takes no
pl easure Iin his perfornance.
Frowning at this vision of
ecol ogi cal mayhem she cl utches
Paul to her breast and keeps her
hand protectively over his ear.
She 1s straggl e-haired and

carel essly dressed and has the
deep shoul ders of a not her -
courtesan. She 1 s alone and | ost
In the big city of |ife, and

A iver has already appointed

hi neel f her policeman, protector
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and soul conpani on.

'In Russia we nust ride fast In
order to stand still,"' she
Inforns himas he reties his tie.
"It 1's normal .’

"And I n England?' he asks wth a
| augh.

"You are not English. You were
born in Siberia. Do not sell your
bl ood. "

Yevgeny's office I1s a chapel of
calm It I1s a sweetly panell ed
annexe, roof high, perhaps
formerly a stable. No sound from
the villa penetrates. Sunptuous
anti que birchwood furniture gl ows
wth a golden-brown Intensity.
"From St. Petersburg nmuseum'
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Yevgeny expl ains, caressing a
great witing table wth his
pal m When the revol uti on cane,

t he museum was sacked and the
collection scattered across the
Sovi et Union. Yevgeny spent years
tracking it down, he rel ates.
Then he found an eighty-year-old
ex-prisoner fromSiberia to
restore It. 'W are calling it
karel ka,' he says proudly. 'WAs
from Cat herine the Great the
favourite.' On the walls hang
phot ographs of nmen that A1 ver
sonehow knows are dead, and
framed di pl omas featuring ships
at sea. diver and Yevgeny sit In
Catherine the Geat's arncthairs
under an Arthurian iron
chandelier. Wth his hewn old
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face, gold-rinmed spectacles and
Cuban cigar, Yevgeny Is every
nman' s good counsel |l or and
oowerful friend. Shalva the
oriestly lawer smles and puffs
NS clgarettes. A1ver has
orought letters of agreenent
drafted by Wnser and restored to
plain English by hinself.

Massi ngham has provi ded Russi an
translations. Fromthe end of the
table M khail watches wth the

al ertness of the deaf, his deep-
sea eyes devouring words he
cannot hear. Shal va addresses
Yevgeny 1 n CGeorgian. Wi le he
speaks the door closes, which
surprises Aiver since It was not
open. He gl ances round to see
Al I X Hoban standing I nside the
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room |1 ke sonme beckoned henchman
f or bi dden to advance unti |

| nstructed. Yevgeny orders Shal va
to be silent, renoves his gl asses
and addresses d i ver.

"You trust ne?' he demands.

Yes.
'"Your father. He trusts ne?
"OF course.

"Then we trust,' Yevgeny decl ares
and, wavi ng aside Shal va's

obj ections, signs the docunents
and shoves them down the table to
M khail to sign also. Shal va

| eaves his chair and stands at

M khai |l 's shoul der, 1 ndicating
the place. Slowy, every letter a
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nmast er pi ece, M khail | aboriously
carves his nane. Hoban sidl es
forward, offering hinself as

W tness. They sign in ink, while
A iver thinks blood.

In a flagstoned cellar wth an
open hearth, skewers of pork and
| anb are roasting on a wood fire.
Garlic nushroons sizzle on
hol | owed bricks. Loaves of
Geor gl an cheesebread are stacked
on wooden plates. diver nust

call 1t khachapuri, says Tinatin,
Yevgeny's wwfe. To drink there iIs
sweet red w ne that Yevgeny
nysteriously proclainms to be hone-
nmade from Bet hl enem On the

bi rchwood di ning table plates of
cavi ar, snoked sausage, Sspicy
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chi cken | egs, hone-snoked sea
trout, olives and al nond cake are
precari ously heaped on top of
each other till not a square 1 nch
of the lovingly polished surface
can be seen. Yevgeny and A i ver
have the head and tail of the
tabl e. Between themsit the big-
chest ed daughters beside their
taciturn husbands, all but Zoya,
who | angui shes I n becom ng

| solation wth [ittle Paul seated
on her knee, spoon-feeding him as
I f he were ailing, and only
rarely diverting the spoon to her
own full, unpainted lips. But In
Aiver's head her dark eyes are
fixed eternally upon him as are
his own on her, and the child
Paul 1s an extension of her
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et hereal solitude. Having cast
her as Renbrandt nodel, then as
Chekhov heroine, he is outraged
to see her raise her head and
frown I n conjugal disapproval as
Al'1 x Hoban wwth his cell phone
enters between a couple of hard-
faced young nen in suits, Kisses
her perfunctorily on the sane
shoul der on which Aiver, In his
| magi nation, has this mnute been
planting his own I npassi oned

ki sses, pinches Paul's cheek so
that the child snarls In paln,
and dunps hi nself beside her
whi|l e continuing his conversation
on the cel |l phone.

"You have net ny husband,
Adiver? Zoya asks.
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"CE course. Several tines.'

'l too,' she says enignmatically.

Down the | ength of the table

A iver and Yevgeny toast each

ot her repeatedly. They have
toasted Tiger, they have drunk to
each other's famlies, their

heal th, prosperity and, though

t hese are still the days of
Communi sm the dead who are wth
God.

"You wl |l call ne Yevgeny, | wl|
call you Post Boy!' Yevgeny
roars. 'You mnd | call you Post
Boy?’

"Call ne what you |ike, Yevgeny!'

"I amyour friend. | am Yevgeny.
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You know what 1 s neani ng
Yevgeny?'
INO_I

'"I's meani ng noble. |Is neaning |
am speci al people. You also are
speci al peopl e?

"l would l1ke to think so.'

Anot her roar. Silver-chased ram s
horns are fetched and filled to
the brimwth home-nmade w ne from
Bet hl ehem

'To speci al people! To Tiger and
his son! W | ove you! You | ove
us?’

"Very much.'

Adiver and the brothers toast
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their friendship by draining
thelir horns at a draught, then
turni ng them upside down to prove
they are enpty.

'Now you are true Mngrelian!'
Yevgeny announces and O iver once
nore feels Zoya's reproachf ul
gaze fixed upon him But this
tine Hoban Is observing it, which
perhaps 1s what she wants, for he
|l ets out a coarse | augh and says
sonet hing to her between his
teeth I n Russian which causes her
to |l augh scathingly 1 n return.

"My husband 1s overjoyed that you
have cone to Mbscow t o assi st

us,' she explains. 'He |li1kes very
much blood. It 1s his métier. You
say netier?
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"Not really.’

Lat e-ni ght drunken billiards In

t he basenent. M khail 1s coach
and unpire, masterm ndi ng
Yevgeny's shots. Shal va wat ches
fromone corner, from another the
superci |1 ous gaze of Hoban covers
every nove of the gane while he
burbles Into his cell phone. Wo
does he talk to 1 n such caressing
ternms? Hs mstress? H s

st ockbroker? A iver thinks not.
He has a picture of nen I n shadow
| 1 ke Hoban hinself, In dark
doorways and dar k cl ot hes,
walting for their naster's voi ce.
The brass-bound cues have no
tips. The yellowed balls barely
fit the deeply angl ed pockets.
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The table slopes, the cloth Is

ri pped and stretched from
previous revelries, the cushions
cl ank when struck. Wenever a

ol ayer succeeds i n potting a
pall, which is rare, M khail

pel | ows the score 1n Georgi an and
Hoban disdainfully puts It Into
Engli sh. When Yevgeny m sses a
shot, which is often, M khail
gives vent to an oil-rich
Caucasi an oath agal nst the ball,
the table or the cushion, but
never agal nst the brother he
adores. But Hoban's cont enpt
grows wth each denonstration of
his father-in-law s I nconpetence:
the Intake of breath |1 ke a wnce
of pal n suppressed, the ghostly
sneer of the hairline |ips as
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t hey continue talking into the
cel l phone. Tinatin appears and,
Wwth a grace that nelts Aiver's
heart, | eads Yevgeny off to bed.
A driver waits to take A ver
back to his hotel. Shal va escorts
himto the Zil. About to clinb
into 1t, Aiver |ooks back fondly
at the house and sees Zoya,

childl ess and topl ess, gazing
down at himfroman upper w ndow.

Next norning under a half-cloudy
sky Yevgeny takes A iver to neet
sone good GCeorgians. Wth M khai |
at the wheel they drive from one
grey barracks to another. In the
first they are marched down a

nedi aeval corridor snelling of

old iron, or is it blood? In the
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next they are enbraced and plied
Wwth sweet coffee by a |1 zard-
eyed, seventy-year-old relic of
the Brezhnev tine who guards his
great black desk as if It were a
war menori al .

"You are Tiger's son?

Yes, sSir.

'"How cone such a little guy nakes
such big kids?

'l hear he's got a fornula, sir.
Huge | aughter.

"You know hi s handi cap these
days?’

"Twel ve, they tell nme.' They have

told himno such thing.

file:///D|/EBooks/Le%20Carre/Le%20Carre,%20John%20-%20Single%20And%20Single.htm (442 of 1134) [16.02.2003 19:00:32]



John le Carré

'"Tell himDato 1s eleven. He wl |
go crazy.'

"Il tell him'
"Fornmul a! That's good!"

And t he envel ope that Is never
spoken of: the grey-Dblue, war-
qual ity, fool scap-sized envel ope
t hat Yevgeny conjures fromhis
bri efcase and slides across the
desk while jollier matters are
alred. And Date's oily downward
gl ance that records the

envel ope' s passage whil e refusing
to acknowl edge it. What does it
cont ai n? Copi es of the agreenent
t hat Yevgeny signed the day
before? It Is too thick. A wad of
noney? It Is too thin. And what
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s this place? The M nistry of
Bl ood? And who Is Dato?

Dato Is fromMngrelia,' Yevgeny
decl ares wmth sati sfacti on.

In the car Mkhail slowy turns
t he pages of a pirated Anerican
comc. A doubt springs to
Aiver's mnd and his face does
not disquise it quickly enough:
can M khail read?

"M khail 1s genius,' Yevgeny
growls, exactly as if diver had
asked the question al oud.

They enter a penthouse of grooned
wonen secretaries, like Tiger's
but prettier, and rows of

conmput ers show ng the stock

mar kets of the world. They are
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wel comed by a svelte young nan
called Ivan 1n an Italian suit.
Yevgeny hands |van an envel ope
|1 ke the | ast.

'"So how are things in the old
country these days?' |van
enquires in a blasé renake of
Oxford English fromthe thirties.
A beautiful girl sets a tray of
Canpari sodas on a rosewood

si deboard that | ooked as iIf it
too had once resided Iin a St.

Pet ersburg museum ' Chin-chin,'
says | van.

They are wafted to a West ern-
style hotel a stone's throw from
Red Square. Pl aincl othes nen
guard the sw ng doors, pink-
stalined fountains play in the
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| obby, the lift 1is |lit by a
crystal chandelier. On the second
floor, wonen croupiers in | owcut
dresses eye themfromenmpty
roulette tables. At a door narked
222, Yevgeny presses a bell. It

| S answered by Hoban. In a
circular drawng roomfilled wth
cigarette snoke, a bearded,
bitter-faced man of thirty call ed
Stepan sits Iin a gilded chair. A
gl | ded sof a-tabl e stands before
him Yevgeny sets his briefcase
on 1t. Hoban watches, as he

wat ches everyt hi ng.

' Does Massi ngham have the fucki ng
j unbos yet?' Stepan asks A ver.

"My understandi ng when | | eft
London was that we're all set to
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go as soon as you're ready this
end,’ Aiver replies stiffly.

"You the son of the British
Anbassador or sone fucking
t hi ng?"

Yevgeny addresses Stepan I n
Georgian. H's tone is adnoni shing
and firm Stepan rises
reluctantly to his feet and

ext ends hi s hand.

'Nice neeting you, Aiver. W are
bl ood brothers, okay?

"Ckay,' diver agrees. A huge
sick laugh that A iver does not
enj oy echoes in his ears all the
way back to his hotel.

'"Next tine you cone, we take you
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to Bethl ehem' Yevgeny prom ses
as they once nore hug each other.

Aiver goes up to his roomto
pack. A parcel wrapped Iin brown
cl oth-paper lies on his pillow,
together wwth an envel ope. He
opens the envel ope. The letter Is
set out li1 ke a handwiting test,
and Aiver has the feeling It was
witten several tines before an
accept abl e versi on was achi eved.

A iver, you have pure heart.
Unfortunately, you are pretendi ng
everything. Therefore you are
nothing. | |ove you. Zoya.

He opens the parcel. |t contains
a bl ack | acquered box of a sort
on offer I n every tourist trap.
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Inside It Is a heart, cut from
apricot-coloured tissue paper. No
bl ood adheres to iIt.

To go to Bethlehemit 1s
necessary to be whi sked of f your
British Alrways plane as soon as
It has taxied to a halt at
Sherenetyevo, processed at

br eakneck speed by yet anot her
squad of conpliant 1 mmgration
officers, and transferred to a
twn-engined |l yushin wth
Aer of | ot mar ki ngs but no
unfam |1 ar passengers, which iIs
waliting inpatiently to fly you to
Tbhilisi In Georgia. Al Yevgeny's
extended famly 1s aboard and
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Aiver salutes them en bl oc,
enbraci ng the nearest and wavi ng
to the nore distant, and in the
case of Zoya who Is the npst
distant of all - being seated In
the furthest corner of the

fusel age wth Paul while her
husband sits up front wth Shal va
- bestow ng on her a vapid half-
fam |1 ar wave 1 nplylng that,
wel |, yes, now he cones to think
of 1t, why of course, he does

| ndeed recogni se her.

At Tbilisi you are likely to
arrive in a scalding hurricane

t hat causes the w ngs to rock,
and flings grit and snuts at you
as you dash for the cover of the
termnal. O herwse, there are no
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formalities, unless you count
hal f the worthy nen of the city
In thelir best suits, and a shiny
al bino fixer called Tenmur who,

| 1 ke everyone In Georgia, IS
Tinatin's cousin, nephew,
godchild or the son of her
closest friend at school. Coffee
and brandy and a pyramd of food
awalt you In the VIP | ounge,
toasts are drunk and redrunk

bef ore you can proceed. A convoy
of black Zils, notorcycle
outriders and a chase truck wth
special troops 1 n black uniforns
then spirits you at hectic speed
w t hout benefit of safety belts
westward over a giddy nountain
range towards the prom sed | and
of M ngrelia whose I nhabitants
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had the wt to nmake their
wonenf ol k pregnant ahead of the

| nvader and can therefore boast

t he purest blood in Georgia, a

cl ai m Yevgeny happily repeats as
the Zil careers over snake roads
and zi gzags between stray dogs,
sheep, piebald pigs wth
triangul ar wooden col | ars, pack
mul es, oncomng lorries and

enor nous potholes. Al this Iin a
nood of childli ke euphoria
enhanced by frequent draughts of
wne and Aiver's duty-free nalt
whi sky, but al so by the know edge
that, after nont hs of

nmanoeuvring, the three Specific
Proposals wll be signed, paid
for and delivered any tine wthin
t he next few days. And is this
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not Yevgeny's personal
protectorate, the honme of his
yout h? Does not every | andmark on
the perilous road to Bethl ehem
call for the region's perfections
to be highlighted, shared and
marvel | ed at by Yevgeny's wfe
Tinatin and his brother M khail

at the wheel, and above all by
Aiver hinself, the sacred guest
to whom everything 1s new?

Behi nd them i1 n another car ride
two of Yevgeny's daughters and
one of themis Zoya, and Paul 1s
sitting on her |ap, and Zoya has
her hands |1 nked round hi m and
her cheek agai nst his cheek as
thelir car bunps and sw ngs and
follows. And even wth the back
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of his head, A iver knows that
her nelancholia is for him al one,
he shoul d not have cone, he
shoul d have left this work, he iIs
pretendi ng everythi ng and
therefore he 1s nothing. But her
al |l -seei ng eye cannot mar his

pl easure In Yevgeny's | oyous

al cheny. Russia never deserved
Geor gl a, Yevgeny 1 nsists,
speaki ng partly his own brand of
Engl 1 sh, and partly through
Hoban, who crouches spikily
petween A i1ver and Tinatin on the
pack seat: every tine Christian
Geor gl a sought Russia's
protection fromthe Mislim
hordes, Russia stole her wealth
and dropped her 1nthe mre...
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But this homly iIs Iinterrupted by
anot her as Yevgeny nmust point out
the hilltop forts, and the road
to Gori which boasts the accursed
hovel where Joseph Stalin nade
his entry to the world, and the
cat hedral that, to believe
Yevgeny, 1s as old as Chri st

Nl nsel f, where Georgia' s earli est
KI ngs were crowned. They pass
nouses wth fretted bal coni es
tottering at the edge of a great
gorge, and an i1ron scaffold |1ke
a belltower that marks a rich
boy's grave. This rich boy was an
al cohol i c, Yevgeny recounts
earnestly through Hoban,
enbar ki ng on sone ki nd of
norality tale. When the rich
boy's nother cane to renonstrate
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wth him the boy blew out his
brains 1n front of her wth a
revol ver, and Yevgeny's own
fingers are at his tenple to show
how. The father, a businessnan,
was so stricken wth grief that
he had the boy's body Iinterred in
a four-ton vat of honey so that
he woul d never deconpose.

'Honey?' diver repeats
| ncr edul ousl .

'For preserving corpses, honey IS
pretty fucking good,' Hoban
replies drily. "Ask Zoya, she's a

chem st. Maybe she'll preserve
your corpse for you.' They drive
In silence till the scaffold

di sappears. Hoban makes a call on
his portable telephone. It Is of
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a different breed, Aiver
observes, to the type he favours
Il n Mbscow or London. It 1Is
attached by a coil to a wtches’
bl ack box. One drop of your bl ood
and 1t can decipher all your
secrets. Three buttons and he iIs
al ready murnuring. The convoy
stops at a solitary petrol
station to refuel. I n a nakeshift
cage next to the reeking toilet a
brown bear exam nes the conpany
w t hout favour. 'M khalil

vanovich says I1t's inportant to
Know whi ch side bear sl eeps,"
Hoban transl ates wth patent

derision, lifting his nouth from
t he cel |l phone but w t hout
swtching it off. '"If bear sleeps

on left side, you eat the right
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side. Left side of bear wll be
too hard to eat. |If bear jerks

off wth |eft paw, you eat ri ght
paw. You want to eat sone bear?

'No, thank you.'

"You should have witten to her.
She went crazy waiting for you to
cone back.' Hoban returns to his
t el ephone conversation. The sun
beats onto the road's surface,
maki ng puddl es of tar. The car
fills wth the scents of pine
forest. They pass an ol d house
set In a copplice of chestnut
trees. The door stands open.

' Door cl osed, the husband's
hone,' Hoban I ntones, translating
Yevgeny agal n. 'Door open, he's
out at work so you can go I n and
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fuck the wfe.' They clinb, and
the plains to either side flatten
bel ow t hem Wi te-capped
nount al ns glisten under an
Infinite sky. Ahead of them half
drowning Inits own haze, lies

t he Bl ack Sea. A waysi de chapel
mar ks a precarious bend in the
road. Lowering his w ndow,

M khai |l tosses a handful of colns
into the lap of an old man seat ed
on the step. '@Guy's a fucking
mllionaire,' Hoban says

w stfully. Yevgeny calls a halt
at a wllowtree wiwth tags of
coloured ribbon tied to 1ts old
branches. It Is a dreamtree,
Hoban expl al ns, once nore

I nterpreting for Yevgeny: 'Only
good w shes nmay be attached to
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1t. Dirty wshes rebound on the
one who wm shes them You have
dirty wshes?'

'None,' says diver.

"Personally | have dirty w shes
all the tinme. Specially at night
and first thing 1n the norning.
Yevgeny | vanovich was born i n the
city which the Soviets renaned
Senaki ,' Hoban resunes whil e
Yevgeny shouts and points a thick
arminto the valley. "M khail

| vanovi ch was al so born in
Senaki . Qur father was commandant
of mlitary base at Senaki. W
had house Iin mlitary town
out si de Senaki. This house was
very good house. My father was
good man. All M ngrelians | oved
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ny father. My father was happy

here. ' Yevgeny's voice |lifts and
his arm sw ngs towards the
coastline. ' | was at kids'

school 1n Batum. | was at Mari ne
School I1n Batum. My wfe was

born in Batum . You want any nore
of this shit?

'Yes, please.’

' Before Leningrad | was at

uni versity in Odessa. | study
ships, building, marine. M
spirit 1s on the waters of the
Black Sea. It 1s Iin the nountalns
of Mngrelia. | shall die in this
pl ace. You want ne to | eave ny
door open so you can fuck ny

w fe?
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INO.I

Anot her halt. M khail and Yevgeny
get out of the car purposefully,
and nmake thelir way across the
road. On an 1 npul se Aiver goes
after them At the roadside | ank
nen driving donkeys | aden wth

or anges and cabbages pause to

wat ch. Ragged gi psy children | ean
on sticks and stare as the

orot hers, trailed by Aiver, pass
et ween t hem and ascend a narrow
ol ack stalrway overgrown wth
weed. The brothers have reached a
bl ack- paved grotto. The stalrway
s of marble. A black marble
handrail runs beside it. Set Into
the wall stands a statue of a
bandaged Red Arny officer
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heroically urging his troops Iinto
battle. In a msty glass case,
cut into the rock, iIs the foxed
and faded photograph of a young
Russi an soldier in a peaked cap.
M khai | and Yevgeny are standi ng
shoul der to shoul der, heads
bowed, hands folded Iin prayer. In
ragged order, they take a step
back and cross thensel ves several
tinmes.

"Qur father,' Yevgeny expl al ns
gruffly.

They return to the Zil. M khail
negoti ates a hairpin bend and
cones face to face wth a
mlitary checkpoint. Lowering his
w ndow but not stopping, he
hammers his |left shoulder wth
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his right hand, i1 ndicating high
rank, but the sentries refuse to
be I npressed. Wth an oath

M khail pulls up while Tenmur the
fixer | eaps out of the car behind
t hem and ki sses one of the nen,
who hugs and kisses himin
return. The convoy may conti nue.
They reach the summt. A | ush

| and opens before them

'He says we got another hour from
here,' Hoban translates. 'On
horse, he says, It would take two
days. That's where he belongs. In
t he fucki ng horse-age.'

A valley field, sentries, a
hel i copter wwth its fins
rotating, a nountain wall.
Yevgeny, Hoban, Tinatin, M khail
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and Aiver ride 1n the first
hel i copter wth a case of vodka
and a painting of a sad old | ady
In white |ace collars who has
travelled wth themall the way
from Moscow, sheddi ng chunks of
gesso franme. The helicopter
clinbs a waterfall, follows a
pony track, scales the nountain
wal | and di ps between white peaks
to lower i1tself Into a green

vall ey nade 1 n the shape of a
cross. A hanmlet nestles In each
|1 b, an ol d stone nonastery
stands at the centre amd

Vi neyards, barns, grazing cattle,
forests and a | ake. The party
clunsily disnmounts, Aiver after
them H lIlsnmen and chil dren
advance on themand Adiver Is
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anused to notice that the
children do I 