The Doom That Cane to Sarnath

by H P. Lovecraft
Witten 3 Dec 1919
Publ i shed June 1920 in The Scot, No. 44, p. 90-8.

There is in the land of Miar a vast still lake that is fed by no stream and out
of which no stream flows. Ten thousand years ago there stood by its shore the

m ghty city of Sarnath, but Sarnath stands there no nore.

It is told that in the i menorial years when the world was young, before ever
the men of Sarnath canme to the | and of ©Mar, another city stood beside the | ake;
the gray stone city of Ib, which was old as the lake itseli, and peopled with
bei ngs not pleasing to behold. Very odd and ugly were these beings, as indeed
are nost beings of a world yet inchoate and rudely fashioned. It is witten on
the brick cylinders of Kadatheron that the beings of Ib were in hue as green as
the lake and the mists that rise above it; that they had bul ging eyes, pouting,
flabby Iips, and curious ears, and were without voice. It is also witten that

t hey descended one night fromthe moon in a mst; they and the vast still I ake
and gray stone city Ib. However this nmay be, it is certain that they worshipped
a sea-green stone idol chiseled in the likeness of Bokrug, the great

wat er-lizard; before which they danced horribly when the nobon was gi bbous. And
it is witten in the papyrus of Ilarnek, that they one day discovered fire, and
thereafter kindled flanmes on many cerenonial occasions. But not nuch is witten
of these beings, because they lived in very ancient tinmes, and man i s young, and
knows but little of the very ancient living things.

After many eons nen came to the [and of Miar, dark shepherd folk with their
fleecy flocks, who built Thraa, Ilarnek, and Kadatheron on the winding river Ai.
And certain tribes, nore hardy than the rest, pushed on to the border of the

| ake and built Sarnath at a spot where precious netals were found in the earth.
Not far fromthe gray city of Ib did the wandering tribes lay the first stones
of Sarnath, and at the beings of Ib they marveled greatly. But with their
marvel i ng was m xed hate, for they thought it not nmeet that beings of such
aspect should wal k about the world of men at dusk. Nor did they |ike the strange
scul ptures upon the gray monoliths of Ib, for why those scul ptures lingered so
late in the world, even until the com ng nmen, none can tell; unless it was
because the |Iand of Miar is very still, and renote from nost other |ands, both
of waki ng and of dream

As the nmen of Sarnath beheld nore of the beings of |b their hate grew, and it
was not | ess because they found the beings weak, and soft as jelly to the touch
of stones and arrows. So one day the young warriors, the slingers and the
spearnmen and the bownen, marched against |b and slew all the inhabitants

t hereof , pushing the queer bodies into the |l ake with |ong spears, because they
did not wish to touch them And because they did not |ike the gray scul ptured
monoliths of | b they cast these also into the | ake; wondering fromthe greatness
of the | abor how ever the stones were brought from afar, as they nmust have been
since there is naught like themin the land of Miar or in the |ands adjacent.
Thus of the very ancient city of |b was nothing spared, save the sea-green stone
i dol chiseled in the |ikeness of Bokrug, the water-lizard. This the young
warriors took back with themas a synmbol of conquest over the old gods and

bei ngs of Th, and as a sign of |eadership in Mar. But on the night after it was
set up in the tenple, a terrible thing nust have happened, for weird |lights were
seen over the lake, and in the norning the people found the idol gone and the

hi gh-priest Taran-I1sh lying dead, as from sone fear unspeakable. And before he
di ed, Taran-lsh had scrawl ed upon the altar of chrysolite with coarse shaky
strokes the sign of DOOM

After Taran-I1sh there were many high-priests in Sarnath but never was the



sea-green stone idol found. And many centuries canme and went, wherein Sarnath
prospered exceedingly, so that only priests and old wonmen remenbered what
Taran-1sh had scraw ed upon the altar of chrysolite. Betw xt Sarnath and the
city of flarnek arose a caravan route, and the precious netals fromthe earth
wer e exchanged for other netals and rare cloths and jewels and books and tools
for artificers and all things of luxury that are known to the people who dwel
along the winding river Ai and beyond. So Sarnath waxed m ghty and | earned and
beautiful, and sent forth conquering arm es to subdue the nei ghboring cities;
and in tinme there sate upon a throne in Sarnath the kings of all the |land of
Mhar and of many | ands adj acent.

The wonder of the world and the pride of all mankind was Sarnath the
magni fi cent. O polished desert-quarried marble were its walls, in height three
hundred cubits and in breadth seventy-five, so that chariots m ght pass each

ot her as nen drove themalong the top. For full five hundred stadia did they
run, being open only on the side toward the | ake where a green stone sea-wal
kept back the waves that rose oddly once a year at the festival of the
“destroying of Ib. In Sarnath were fifty streets fromthe |ake to the gates of
the caravans, and fifty nore intersecting them Wth onyx were they paved, save
t hose whereon the horses and canels and el ephants trod, which were paved with
granite. And the gates of Sarnath were as many as the | andward ends of the
streets, each of bronze, and flanked by the figures of |lions and el ephants
carven from sone stone no | onger known anong nmen. The houses of Sarnath were of
gl azed brick and chal cedony, each having its walled garden and crystal |akelet.
Wth strange art were they builded, for no other city had houses |i ke thenm and
travel ers from Thraa and |l arnek and Kadat heron marvel ed at the shining dones
wherewi th they were surnounted.

But nmore marvel ous still were the pal aces and the tenples, and the gardens nade
by Zokkar the ol den king. There were many pal aces, the |ast of which were

m ghtier than any in Thraa or |l arnek or Kadatheron. So high were they that one
wi thin mght sonetines fancy hinmself beneath only the sky; yet when lighted with
torches dipt in the oil of Dother their walls showed vast paintings of kings and
arm es, of a splendor at once inspiring and stupefying to the behol der. Many
were the pillars of the palaces, all of tinted marble, and carven into designs
of surpassing beauty. And in nost of the palaces the floors were npsaics of
beryl and | apis lazuli and sardonyx and carbuncle and other choice nmaterials, so
di sposed that the behol der m ght fancy hinself wal ki ng over beds of the rarest
flowers. And there were |ikew se fountains, which cast scented waters about in
pl easing jets arranged with cunning art. Qutshining all others was the pal ace of
t he kings of Miar and of the | ands adjacent. On a pair of golden crouching |ions
rested the throne, many steps above the gleamng floor. And it was w ought of
one piece of ivory, though no nman Iives who knows whence so vast a piece could
have cone. In that palace there were also nmany galleries, and nmany anphitheaters
where lions and nmen and el ephants battled at the pleasure of the kings.
Sonetimes the anphitheaters were flooded with water conveyed fromthe | ake in

m ghty aqueducts, and then were enacted stirring sea-fights, or conbats betw xt
swi rmmer s and deadly marine things.

Lofty and amazi ng were the seventeen tower-1like tenples of Sarnath, fashioned of
a bright multi-colored stone not known el sewhere. A full thousand cubits high
stood the greatest anong them wherein the high-priests dwelt with a
magni fi cence scarce less than that of the kings. On the ground were halls as
vast and splendid as those of the pal aces; where gathered throngs in worship of
Zo- Kal ar and Tamash and Lobon, the chief gods of Sarnath, whose

i ncense-envel oped shrines were as the thrones of nmonarchs. Not |ike the eikons
of other gods were those of Zo-Kalar and Tamash and Lobon. For so close to life
were they that one m ght swear the graceful bearded gods thenmsel ves sate on the
ivory thrones. And up unending steps of zircon was the tower-chanber, wherefrom
the high-priests |ooked out over the city and the plains and the | ake by day;



and at the cryptic moon and significant stars and planets, and their reflections
in the | ake, at night. Here was done the very secret and ancient rite in
detestati on of Bokrug, the water-lizard, and here rested the altar of chrysolite
whi ch bore the Doom scraw of Taran-Ish.

Wonderful |ikew se were the gardens made by Zokkar the olden king. In the center
of Sarnath they lay, covering a great space and encircled by a high wall. And
they were surmounted by a mghty done of glass, through which shone the sun and
nmoon and pl anets when it was clear, and from which were hung ful gent images of
the sun and nobon and stars and planets when it was not clear. In sumrer the
gardens were cooled with fresh odorous breezes skilfully wafted by fans, and in
wi nter they were heated with concealed fires, so that in those gardens it was

al ways spring. There ran little streanms over bright pebbles, dividing neads of
green and gardens of many hues, and spanned by a multitude of bridges. Many were
the waterfalls in their courses, and nany were the hued | akelets into which they
expanded. Over the streans and | akel ets rode white swans, whilst the nusic of
rare birds chinmed in with the nelody of the waters. In ordered terraces rose the
green banks, adorned here and there with bowers of vines and sweet bl ossons, and
seats and benches of marble and porphyry. And there were many snall shrines and
tenpl es where one night rest or pray to snmall gods.

Each year there was celebrated in Sarnath the feast of the destroying of |b, at
which tine w ne, song, dancing, and merrinment of every kind abounded. G eat
honors were then paid to the shades of those who had annihil ated the odd anci ent
bei ngs, and the nenory of those beings and of their elder gods was derided by
dancers and | utanists crowned with roses fromthe gardens of Zokkar. And the

ki ngs woul d | ook out over the | ake and curse the bones of the dead that |ay
beneath it.

At first the high-priests liked not these festivals, for there had descended
anongst them queer tales of how the sea-green ei kon had vani shed, and how
Taran-1sh had died fromfear and left a warning. And they said that fromtheir
hi gh tower they sonetines saw |lights beneath the waters of the |ake. But as many
years passed without calamty even the priests |aughed and cursed and joined in
the orgies of the feasters. Indeed, had they not thenselves, in their high
tower, often performed the very ancient and secret rite in detestation of

Bokrug, the water-lizard? And a thousand years of riches and delight passed over
Sarnat h, wonder of the world.

Gor geous beyond thought was the feast of the thousandth year of the destroying
of Ib. For a decade had it been talked of in the Iand of Miuar, and as it drew
nigh there cane to Sarnath on horses and canels and el ephants nmen from Thraa,

Il arnek, and Kadet heron, and all the cities of Miar and the | ands beyond. Before
the marble walls on the appointed night were pitched the pavilions of princes
and the tents of travelers. Wthin his banquet-hall reclined Nargis-Hei, the

ki ng, drunken with ancient wine fromthe vaults of conquered Pnoth, and
surrounded by feasting nobles and hurrying slaves. There were eaten many strange
delicacies at that feast; peacocks fromthe distant hills of linplan, heels of
canmels fromthe Bnazic desert, nuts and spices from Sydathrian groves, and
pearls from wave-washed Mal dissolved in the vinegar of Thraa. Of sauces there
were an untol d nunber, prepared by the subtlest cooks in all Mar, and suited to
the pal ate of every feaster. But nost prized of all the viands were the great
fishes fromthe | ake, each of vast size, and served upon gol den platters set

wi th rubies and di anonds.

Wil st the king and his nobles feasted within the palace, and viewed the
crowning dish as it awaited them on golden platters, others feasted el sewhere.
In the tower of the great tenple the priests held revels, and in pavilions

wi thout the walls the princes of neighboring |ands made nerry. And it was the

hi gh-pri est Gnai -Kah who first saw the shadows that descended from the gi bbous
moon into the | ake, and the damable green mists that arose fromthe | ake to
nmeet the noon and to shroud in a sinister haze the towers and the dones of fated



Sarnath. Thereafter those in the towers and without the walls beheld strange
lights on the water, and saw that the gray rock Akurion, which was wont to rear
hi gh above it near the shore, was al nost subnerged. And fear grew vaguely yet
swiftly, so that the princes of Ilarnek and of far Rokol took down and fol ded
their tents and pavilions and departed, though they scarce knew the reason for
their departing.

Then, close to the hour of mdnight, all the bronze gates of Sarnath burst open
and enptied forth a frenzied throng that bl ackened the plain, so that all the
visiting princes and travelers fled away in fright. For on the faces of this
throng was wit a madness born of horror unendurable, and on their tongues were
words so terrible that no hearer paused for proof. Men whose eyes were wild with
fear shrieked al oud of the sight within the king's banquet-hall, where through
the wi ndows were seen no |longer the fornms of Nargis-Hei and his nobles and

sl aves, but a horde of indescribable green voiceless things with bulging eyes,
pouting, flabby lips, and curious ears; things which danced horribly, bearing in
their paws golden platters set with rubies and di anobnds and containing uncouth
flames. And the princes and travelers, as they fled fromthe dooned city of
Sarnath on horses and canels and el ephants, | ooked again upon the m st-begetting
| ake and saw the gray rock Akurion was quite submerged. Through all the | and of
Mhar and the | and adj acent spread the tales of those who had fled from Sarnath,
and caravans sought that accursed city and its precious netals no nore. It was
long ere any travelers went thither, and even then only the brave and

advent urous young nen of yellow hair and bl ue eyes, who are no kin to the nen of
Mnar. These nen indeed went to the |ake to view Sarnath; but though they found
the vast still lake itself, and the gray rock Akurion which rears high above it
near the shore, they beheld not the wonder of the world and pride of al

manki nd. Where once had risen walls of three hundred cubits and towers yet

hi gher, now stretched only the marshy shore, and where once had dwelt fifty
mllion of men now craw ed the detestable water-lizard. Not even the mnes of
preci ous netal remni ned. DOOM had cone to Sarnath

But half buried in the rushes was spied a curious green idol; an exceedingly
ancient idol chiseled in the likeness of Bokrug, the great water-lizard. That

i dol, enshrined in the high tenple at |larnek, was subsequently worshi pped
beneat h the gi bbous nmoon throughout the [ and of Mar.
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