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| famous Belladonna Took!
| Once in a while members of
the Took-clan would go and

creetly disappeared and 1:hueni

have adventures. They dis- mﬁg thi"ﬂg bi-l:;;
3 . s make-up trom
family hushed it up; the ;:T'I,E ITmh; % dE.F ]

Tooks were not as res-

n a hele in the ground there lived a hobbit.
Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, nor yet

a dry, bare sand hole: it was a

hebbit hole, and that means comtort.

= -

AN\ AN~
his hobbit's hole was on The Hill, as all -y
t he people for many miles around

called it, and his name was Bagqgins.

,"IIJ

PBUPJE considered the Bagginses very respectable,
not only because most of them were rich,

but also because they never had ang

adventures or did angthing unexpected.

his 15 a story of how a Bagyins
had an adventure, and found

himself doing and saying things

altogether unexpected.

al

What is a hobbit 2

suppose hobbits need some
description nowadays, since
they hiave become rarve and
shy of the Big People, as
they call us.

ey are a little

people, smalletr than
dwarves. They are
inclined to be Tat in the
stomach; they dress in bright
colors and wear no shoes,
because their feet i )
grow natural r
leathery soles
and thick warm
brown hair,

s
=

5

AT NG
cu obbit — i -— s probable that
Baggins, that is — was the g Bitbpa, Belladonna's

only son, although
he ooked and behaved
like his father got

| thing that onl
1 waited for a chance

s
—

pectable as the Bagginses.
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WHAT PO YOU MEANT
Mo YOu WiISH ME A GO0D
MORNING, OR MEAN THAT
IT IS A GOOP MORNING
WHETHER I WANT IT OR
NOT; OR THAT YOU FEEL
SO0 THIS MORNING
QR THAT IT IS A
MORMNING TO BE
SO00P ONZ




ALL OF
THEM AT

VERY
PRETTY/

BUT L HAVE
NO TIME TO \
1

) VERY FINE Y
MORMNING FOR A Y

PIPE OF TOBACCO i
OuUT OF POORKS.

A 51T POWN AND

B HAVE A FiLL

OF MINE !

BLOW SMOKE EINGS
THIS MORNING.
AM LOOKING FOK
SOMEONE TD SHAKE
IN AN ADVENTL
AMP IT'S VEEY
PIFFICULT TO
FINDP ANY-
OME .

I SHOouULpP
THINK SO — |MN
THESE PARTS!

SOO¢ /
MHI'H".
WE [FOM'T
WANT ANY
APDVENTURES
HERE. THANK

WE AKE FPLAIM
QUIET FOLEK AND

HAVE NO /'S'E FOR

APVENTLURES, NASTY

PISTURBING
LNCOMFORTABLE
THINGS! MAKE
You LATE FOR
DINNER !




WHAT A
JGT OF THINGS

ou DO USE SO00
MORNING

FOR 7

NOW

THAT YOU WANT o) ?fﬁfﬁ L
TO GET RI? OF -+ HHD“{,“”

ME, ANP THAT
IT WON'T BE
GOOP TILL I

WOVE OFF.

YOUR
NAME.

YES You PO,
BILBD BAGGING,
THOUGH YOU PON'T
EEMEMBERE THAT
I BELOMNG
TOIT.

L AM
CANPALF,
ANDP GANDPALF
MEANS
ME.

TO THINK
I SHOULP

HAVE LIVEP TO
BE GOOD-MORENINGED
BY BELLAPONMNA
TOOK'S SON, AS |F
I WEEE SELLING

BUTTONS AT / ; e . N~
THE POOR ! /y T s ) _

SORRY!
L PON"T WANT
ANY APVENTURES,
THANK YOUl.

I AWM

FLEASED

TO FINP you
REMEMBER
SOMETHING

NOT THE
GANPALF WHO WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR SO
MANY QUIET LADS
ANP LASSES GOING
OFF INTO THE BLUE
FOE MAP ADVEM=-
TURES=

ik

GO0
MORMNING!
BUT PLEASE
COME TO TEA/!
WHY NOT
TOMOEROW ¥

THE WANPERING
WIZARP WHO USED
TO TELL SLUICH WON-
PEREFLL TALES AT FARTIES,
ABOUT PRAGONS ANP '
GOBLINS AND GIANTS
AN PRINCESSES
AND WIPOW's SoNSZ

THOUGHT
ong,
T EEE .' : "ON THIS

by, T A v \ APYEHN-

Mr'l.r.iﬁmﬁr O

VERY GOOP
ok Yo — AND
PROFITABLE TOO,
VERY LIKELY,
IE YOU EVEE
SOET OVEER
IT.




-_——

T -

' \Vé en tea-time - : -
, ¥ h.-l". came the next : ™ A hd?
day, Bilbo had almost =8 il N f,__}__:"_'i_" . 4.f'*_r‘q
forgotten about - : i,
- Gandalf. \ -

T - 2
N
&




BALIN WALl
: AT YOUR AT YOUR
BN\ SERVICE! SERVICE!
N . 511

BAGGINS |
AT

JUST APOLT TO ¥
T TAKE TEA: PHAY
= 3 COME ANP HAVE L
7 -':; SOME WITH ME.

- -‘1.

B <
AT YOUR
EElwu.E. HAVE SOME

) i
PON'T MIND
S5OME CAKE —
SEEC-CAKE
IF ¥0U HAVE
A MY,

MAY
AS WELL
LEAVE
IT OFEN,
MISTER

BAGGOINS,

THE
OTHERS
WwiIiLL BE
ARRIVING

b

[
. &t i _ | L
A . B
..l'- 1 I -f. | | '] X
et .. -

&°. 7 JEI ; ::
a I ”Eraﬂw,nb o [PHALE AT YOUR

1 : S\ service!

MORE CAKES—
AP ALE —
ANP COFFEE,
IF ¥Ou PoN'T
MINP.




CAREFULLY!
CAREFULLY! IT I5 NOT
LIKE YOU, BILBO, TO KEEP
FEIENPS WAITING OH THE
MAT, ANE? THEN OFPEN THE
POOKE LIKE A POP=-GUMN!
LET ME INTEODPLUCE
BIFUR, BOFUR,
BOMBLIE...




I AM
TERKEIBLY SORREY ABOUT
ALL THIS. YOU SEE, THIS IS

THE MOST AWKWARD
WEPNESFAY T HAVE
EVER HAC/

PRAY PON'T
MENTION T,

GANPALF,
PWARVES AND
MISTER BAGGINS/
WE ARE MET TOSETHER
IN THE HOUSE OF OQuR
FRIEND ANP FELLOW
CONSFPIRATOR, THIS
MOST EXCELLENT
ANDP AUPACIOUS
HOBBIT.

Oh, PEAR/
THE TEA/

NOW WE
ARE ALL HERE/
GUITE A MEREY
SATHERING !

I HOPE

THERE |5 SOME-
THING FOR THE
LATE-COMERS
TO EAT AND
PRINKI

MAY THE
HAIR ON HIS




WE ARE MET
TO PISCUSS QUR

PLANS, OUR WAYS,
MEANS, POLICY ANP
PEVICES, WE SHALL SOON
BEFORE THE BREAK
OF CAY START ON

OUR LONG
JOURNEY...

TE.

JOURNEY
FROM WHICH
SOME OF Us
MAY NEVER
EETURN.

HUM

PO YOU THINKT AS SOON AS T
CLAPPEP EYES ON THE LITTLE
FELLOW, T HAD My LouBTs.

PH! wWiILL HE PO,

YES. L WAS
TALKING ABOUT YOu.

CANPALF TD

FPARTS LOOK

ARKANGED
HERE TH

TRAPE,

WAS A BURGLAR IN THESE
AT ONCE, ANP THAT HE HAD

TEA-TIME.

THERE IS THE

Fv
MARK ON YOUR DOoR— LJLE s
THE USUAL ONE IN THE L e

BURGLAR WANTS A GO0D
JOB, PLENTY OF EXCITE-
MENT AND REASONABLE

K

MORE LIKE A
OROCER THAM

L US THAT THERE

BURGLAR
.

ING FOR A JoO8S

FOR A MEETING
IS WEPNESPAY

YOu
CAN SAY
EXPERT
TREASURE
MUNTER

|

OR USEP TO BE— SAME

TO US.

REWARD.

L}

LETS HAVE
NO MORE ARGUMENT,

IF T SAY MISTER BAG-
OINS IS A BURGLAR, A
BUEGLAK HE IS, OR WILL .
BE WHEN THE TIME COMES, |
THERE I8 A LOT MORE

IN HIM THAN YOU GUESS,

ANP A DPEAL MORE
THAN HE HAS ANY
IPEA OF HIMSELF,

NOW,
BILBO, MY
BOY, FETCH
THE LAMP, AND
LET'S HAVE A
LITTLE LI&SHT




IT MAY HAVE
BEEN SECRET ONCE,
BUT HOW PO WE KNOW
THAT IT IS SECRET
ANY LONGERZ

OLP SMAUG
HAS LIVEDP THERE
LONG ENOUGH NOW

THIS MaAP WAS jape
BY THROR, YOUR GRANPFATHER,
THORIN, IT IS A PLAN OF THE
MOUNTAIN WHERE THE PRAGON
SMALG HAS PILED UP ALL YOUR
ANCESTORS' WEALTH AND
SLEEPS ON IT FOR A BED. _ff

THERE i15s 4 PREASOM
MARKEP IN REDP ON THE
MOLINTAIN, BUT IT WILL

BE EASY ENOUGH TO

FIMD HiM WITHOUT

THAT, IF EVER WE
ARRIVE THERE,

“FIVE FEET HIGH
THE POOR ANMP THREE
MAY WALK ABREAST " SAY THE
RUNES, BUT SMALUG COULP NOT
CREEP INTO A HOLE THAT SIZE,
CERTAINLY NOT AFTER PEVOURING
S0 MANY OF THE PWARVES
ANE MEN OF PALE,

TO FINP OUT ANYTHING /

THERE |S TO KNOW
ABOUT THOSE

BUT HE CAN'T
HAVE USED IT
FOR YEARS AND

YEAKS, IT IS

TOO SMALLS

ALSO,
MAP WENT

ANP CURIOUS
KEY. HERE IT
IS THORIN—
YOLU MUsST
KEEP IT
BAFE/

IN~-
WITH THE \/ PDEECT
WILL! NOw/,
A KEY, ASMALL| SUPPOSING
THE BURGLAR-
EXPERT
SIVES s
SOME IDPEAS
OR SUGGES-
TIONS.

THIS HAND
POINTS TO A RUNE
THAT MARKS A SECEET
ENTRANCE, A HIPPEN
PASSAGE TO THE

LOWER HALLS,

T ——

IT SEEMS A
OREAT BIG HOLE
TO ME. HOW COULD

SLUCH A LARSE
POOR BE KEPT
SECRET 2

FIEST T

N’ SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW
A BIT MORE ABOUT THINGS,
I MEAN ABOUT THE GoLD
ANP THE PRAGON. ANP ALL
THAT, ANP HOW |T &OT

THERE. ANP WHO |IT

BELONGS TO, AND 5O

ON ANP FURTHER., -

—
I

SHOULD
SUBESS IT
15 A CLOSE]
OO WHICH
HAS BEEN
MADPE TO LIX
EXACTLY Lk
THE SIPE O
THE MOUN

4




LONG AGDO |IN
MY GRANDFATHER THROR'S
TIME OURE EAMILY WAS PRIVEN
OUT OF THE FAE NORTH, ANP
CAME BACK WITH ALL THEIR
WEALTH ANC TOOLS TO
THIS MOUNTAIN
ON THE MAP.

WE TRAPED
WITH THE MORTAL MEN

SOUTH ALONG THE RUNNING

ANP CUFPS.

UNPOUBTEPLY THAT

ANP NEVER ENJOY
IT AT ALL.

OF DALE AND THOSE WHO LIVED

RIVER, SO MY GRANPFATHER'S
HALLS BECAME FULL OF ARMOUR
ANDP TEWELS ANDP CARVINGS

WAS WHAT BROUGHT THE PRAGON.
PRAGONS STEAL GOLP ANP TEWELS
WHEREVER THEY CAN FIND THEM; AND
THEY GUARDP THEIR PLUNPER AS

LONG AS THEY LIVE (WHICH
IS PRACTICALLY FOREVER),

ONE [FAY AN
ESPECIALLY GREEPY
STRONG ANP WICKEDP WORM CALLEDP
SMALUG CAME OUT OF THE NORTH.
PALE WAS KUINED ANP sSMALG
FREOVE US FROM THE MOLUNTAIMN
ANP TOOK THE TREASURE
OF MY ANCESTORES
FOR HIS OWN.

-
=
-
=

IT HAD BEEN
PISCOVERERP BY MY
FAR ANCESTOR, THRAIN THE
QL BUT NOW THEY MINEDP
AMD THEY MAPE HUGER HALLS—
ANDC I BELIEVE THEY EOUND
A S00P PEAL OF GOLD AND
A OEEAT MANY
JEWELS TOO.

AMYWAY
THEY OREW

IMMENSELY EICH
AMND FAMDUS, AND MY
CRAMDFATHERE WAS
KING UNDER THE
AMOLUINTAIN

WE
STILL MEAN
TO SET IT BACK,
AMNP TDO BRING OUR
CURSES HOME TO
SMAUG — IF




I SEE NOW MY
FATHER AND ORANDP-
FATHER MUST HAVE
ESCAPEP THROUGH THE
HIDDEN SIPE-DOOR, BUT L
2l SHOULP LIKE TO KNOW HOW
i\ GANPCALF GOT HOLD OF THIS
: i\~ MAF AND WHY IT DIP NOT
| COME POWN TO ME,

THE RIGHTFUL HEIR.

WELL, T
Y 10 GO EAST ANP

= ¥Ou

I P NOT
“GET HOWPZ OF IT,”
I WAS G/VEN IT. YOUR
GRANPFATHER THRDR WAS
il KILLED, YOU REMEMPER, IN
A THE MINES OF MOEIA
BY AZOG THE
SOBLIN.

AND THRAIN
YOUR FATHER WENT
AWAY A HUNPEER

YEARS AGD AND HAS
NEVER BEEN SEEN
BY YOu SINCE.

THEN
IT IS
escioep!
WE SHALL
RECLAIM OUR
ANCESTORS'
TREASLURE
WHICH WAS
STOLEN BY

b WE WiLL

o :
f THINK OF SOMETHING,

k, I SUPPOSE YOu
k ,I :-_.._._ M'EAM'!
o=

SHOULDP SAY YOU OUGHT

AHOUND. AFTER ALL, THERE
iS5 THE SIFE-FPOOR, ANP

PRAGONS MUST SLEEF
SOMETIMES L

SIT ON THE POOR-
STEP LONG ENOU
I FARESAY YOU
WILL THINK OF
SOMETHING,

FAR OVEER THE MISTY MOUWTAING COLD
72 PUNGEONS DEEP AND CAVERNS LD
WE MLST AWAY, ERE BREAx OF PAY

7o CLAIM OUR LONEFIREOTTEN LD,

WELL,
YOUR FATHER

GAVE ME THIS TO GIVE
TO YOU. HOW HE GOT THEEKE
T PON'T KNOW, BUT T F:}uup}g
HiIM A PRISONER IN THE

FUNGEONS OF THE
NECROMANCER. L

TRIED TO SAVE
HIM, BUT IT WAS
TOO LATE!

HE WAS
WITLESS ANP
WANCERING, ANP HAD

EXCEPT THE MAF AN[?
THE KEY, A NASTY,

PANGEROUS BUSINESS

IT WAS. EVEN I,
GANPALF, ONLY
JUST ESCAFEP.

HAVE A LOOK

THAT FOUL
WORAM

ANE I1SN'T SITTING
ON THE POOR-STEF THE
BURGLARS JTOB, NOT TOD
SPEAK OF GETTING
INSIPE THE POORT

FORGOTTEN EVERYTHING




CON'T BE A

FOOL, BILBO BAGGINS/
THINKING OF PRAGONS
AMNP ALL THAT OUTLANPISH /|
NONSENSE AT YOUR

Iha next morning when he
awoke, Bilbo was really
relieved to find the dwarves
had all gone on without him;
and yet in a way he could not
help feeling just a trifle
duﬁapmm-tei] The Teeling
surprised him.

T MY DEAR
FELLOW, IT'S HALF

FPAST TEN/ WHENEVER ARE

YOU GOING TO COMEZ THEY

LEFT YOU THE MESSAGE
BECAUSE THEY COULD

i ¢!
iR W COMRRRY T RGAR ml.v,t gt[ﬂ.m_q
Yok {0k OVFER OF PRORASTONIL XSS
e QRATERIL AULEPTRAGE. o N0 W
s ! 'ﬂ.ﬁ )
. "'-‘i“g';“"bﬁ* iuﬁhmmm o O PROFY

ELEFPHANTS' yOU
ARE MOT AT ALL YOURE=
SELF THIS MORNING. IF
YoU HAP PUSTEDP THE
MANTLEPIECE, YOU
WOULDP HAVE FOUNP
THIS TUST UNPER

MDD
TIME FOR
THAT
EITHER!




Ehat is how they all came to
start, jogging off from

| the inn gne fine morning
[ just before May.
S

E'hn party ‘went aiong very b
mErrth_.; and they told

sStories or sang songs as
| they rﬂde -Farward

W eilbo began to feel that
_— ’B advﬁgturﬂ were not
50 bad after all,

t first they hh
I:m m?d res thraugb agﬂ
mh-mi:ed by Hocent Falk.

.--"‘..-_-__-_‘_ -__""--—. :::

climbed u
mm hills, rssi‘n;

ssed h i
m F«ﬂundﬁ,tmr% 'b?'lhl:ﬂ

were no ;&opll left, no higher and hi.glur
inns, and the mﬂd
staudily hpshad I""

TO THINKE IT WiLL
SO0ON BE JUNE. I'M
BURE THE RAIN HAS
SOTTEN INTO THE
PRY CLOTHES

PARTS ARE NONE
TOO WELL KNOWN,
AND ARE TOO
NEAR THE
b MOUNTAINS,

THE OLP
- MAPS ARE N

USE: THINGS B
CHANGEP FORT
WORSE, BUTT
PLACE IS ASD
AS ANY, WE
WILL CAMP
HEEKE.



TRIEP TO LIGHT

THE FIRE, OIN,

ANP FAREP NO
BETTER.

BURGLING ANP EVEEY-
THING TO PO WITH IT!
I WISH T WAS AT HOME
IN MY NICE LITTLE HOLE
BY THE FIRE, WITH THE
KETTLE JUST BESGIN-
NING TO SING/!

= WONPER
WHERE HAS ¥ JusT ;ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ?
WHEN
GANDALF LiGH

GOT TOZ / A WIZARP
WOLILE HAVE THERE!

BEEN MOST
USEFUL,
TOO.

SCUTTLE OFF,

you
AND COME BACK .

&G0 ON QUICK, IF ALL IS WELL, g TWICE LIKE A
AND FIND IF NOT, COME BACK BARN-OWL, AND

OuT ALL BJ IE YOou cAaAN/ ONCE LIKE A
. . SCREECH-OWL

ANDP WE Wil
DO WHAT

I CANNOT
HOOT EVEN
ONCE LIKE ANY
KIND OF OWL ANY
MORE THAN FLY




CAN'T EXPECT

FOLK TO STOP HERE

FOREVERE TLUST TO
BE ET BY You
ANP BEKT.

MUTTON
YESTERPAY,
MUTTON TODPAY,

= ANP BLIMEY IF IT
PON'T LODOK LIKE Ve
MUTTON AGAIN

TOMOREKER. 4‘"

A BLINKING BIT '
OF MANFLESH HAVE WE
HAP FOR LONG ENOWUGH.
WHAT THE 'ELL wWiLLiAM
WaAS A-THINKING OF TD

BEING US INTO THESE
FARTS AT ALL,

fter hearing all thi =
h.:vm rw: qi_ﬁflbaihauild

uietly and warned
his frie that there were three fai
sized trolls at hand in a nast =

quick burgling.

ﬂﬂﬂd}
] ggﬂu ?lkahnuld have done uub of




YOU VE ET
A VILLAGE ANP A
HALF BETWEEN YER, SINCE
WE COME POWN FROMWM THE
MOUNTAINS. HOW MUCH
MORE PYER
WANT T

7
/=

A really first-class burglar would at this
have picked the trolls pockets — 1t
" always worthwhile, rfm cah ma
T 0 would plrgﬁps have ckad

' of them they observed if.
night could have been spent cheerily.

ANDP

Y TIME'S BEEN
y UP OUR WAY,
b { WHEN YER'P HAVE ¥
N SAIC THNANK YER

SILL, FOR A NICE
BIT O' FAT VALLEY
MUTTON LIKE
WHAT THIS
IS,

BERT, LOOK
WHAT ['VE




b - 4 BILBO .
it BAGGINS, HERE YOUu,

A BLUR-A YER CAN TRY. ARE THERE
NOBBIT. P'RAPS THERE ANY MORE OF
ARE MORE LIKE YOUR SORT A~

5 HiM ROUNP ABOUT, | SNEAKIN' IN THESE
BURRAHOBBITS AND WE MIGHT HERE WOOPS YER

WHAT'S A _ MAKE A PIE. MASSTY LITTLE

BUEEAHOBBIT
S5OT TO PO WITH

¢ .
Rores; A LN
i _le

iy
WHAT %5
| ARE . s

FOOR LITTLE 9§ e — T . HE SAYS WHAT Y
BLIGHTER. - F= 1 1 A4 A HE MEANS Bvy
LET HIM 30! . J /i . E LOTS ANC NONE
I'VE ‘AP ME i 1 :

WANT TO

HAVE ME
THROAT CUT
IN ME SLEEFP!

HOLDP
His TOoES
iN THE FIRE
TILL HE
TALKS/

YOU'RE A
FAT FOOL,
WILLIAM, AS
I'VE sAIP
AFDEE THIS
EVENING.

I WON'T
TAKE THAT
FROM YOu,

1 BiLL
i\ HUGGINS!

- 5




THERE'S MORE
TO COME YET, OR
THM MIGHTY MISTOOK .

LOTS AND NONE AT ALL,
IT IS, NO BURREAHOBBITS,

L BUT LOTS OF THESE
] I HEREE PWARVES'
¥ I RECKON ' ' g

YOU'RE RIGHT Ji

ANP WE'P BEST
GET OUT OF
THE LIGHT.

did. Aseach warf came
‘ﬁu up .ﬁﬁ’? ire, ami t

?F'"“ s ise, W Hehasind, H
H uur*pﬂ P a sme
mr' hmnp , and he daw

ALL THIS
/] TROUBLE¥ WHO

HAS BEEN '

KNOCKING MY

! PEOPLE

IT'S
rna.:..r.s’
THEY'RE HIPING
IN THE BUSHES
WITH SACKS.




NO GOOP
ROASTING

EM NOW,
IT'P TAKE
ALL NIGHT.

MINCE 'EM FINE
ANFP BOIL
i

POMN'T STAET THE
ARGUING ALL OVER AGAIN
OR IT WILL TAKE

."l"""_"--\. — », o
L ) WL
ARGUING? L IC%

S50 WE
EOAST 'EM
NOW! THEHW

WE CARRY 'EM
OFF TO EAT
LATER/

g

GOOF BOILING
'EM WE AIN'T
GOT NO WATER

AND IT'S A LONG

WAY TO THE

WELL AND
' SHUT upP!
OR WE'LL NEVER
HAVE PONE. ANP
YER CAN FETCH
THE WATER

YERSELF, IF
YER SAY ANY

WHO'S ARGUING
BUT YOU, |'P LIKE
TO KNOW.




NOW ST IT/ _
THE NIGHT'S GETTIN
ON, AND PAWN COMES
EARLY. LET'S GET
ON WITH IT!

GANPALF' IT was
YOUR VOICE THAT GOT THE
TROLLS TO ARGUE/

" INpEED! .

You SEE, TROLLS 1 &l he dwarves had to hear Bilbo's account of
MUST PE UNPERGROUND ¥ what happened to him twice over, before
BEFORE PAWN OR THEY they were satisfied.
B0 BACK TO THE STurr | SILLY TIME TO

e e \ ... AND BEFORE GO PRACTISING PINCH-
AGAIN - W HE HAP GRABBED ME | WHEN WHAT WE WANTED

BY THE NECK. WAS FIRE ANPD

BUT AS TROLLS
ARE SLOW, AND CAWN
WAS NOT FAR OFFE. IT
| WAS ASIMPLE THING TD :
KEEF THEM BICKERING ANC THATS ol CON'T You
AND QUARRELING, JUST WHAT You ;. REALIZE THAT THE
UNTIL THE LIGHT WOULDN'T HAVE TROLLS MUST HAVE A CAVE
~AME ANP MADE GOT IN ANY CASE, OR A HOLE PUG SOMEWHERE
AN ENC E ANYHOW, YOU ARE NEAR TO HIFE m20M THE
THEM. WASTING TIME SUN INT WE MUST
NOW !/ LOOK INTO IT!




———
‘Eﬂ y followed the tracks up the hill,
urrtil they came on a big door of
Stone [eading toa cave, But they

HERE
F‘- lf ARE SOME
4 TROLL-PRINTS

: L could not open it, not though they . HWH‘H -
£y Li“‘é@”‘? BALK ir all pushed, while Gandalf tr?ed various gmﬁ-#ﬁ:‘;’u
1 THLIHEJE:‘T:HE mcantations. MENTION iT

B : EE-F'.‘J'IEE

PERHAPS NOW Tg
. THEIR SEE WHI
AT THE A TROU

wouLpP
THIS BE ANY
GO0PZ I FOUNP |T

Y ON THE GROUND
. WHERE THE TROLLS
HAP THEIR
FIGHT.

CARRY THE

G0LP OUTSIDE.

WE'LL SuRY IT
FOR CUR RETURN




THEY

WERE NOT
MAPE BY ANY v 3 BUT
TROLL, NORK ANY | . WHEN WE

CAM REAP
THE RUNES
oM THEM

WE SHALL
e MNOW MORE
ABOUT
THEM.

THESE e SMITH AMONG

I'agE:JLl:I-hE : . MEN IN THEgE
KTS AN

BLAFES. s, rl,a.f -,

=
g e
't 2

IT WAS THEY
WHO TOLP? ME THAT
THREE TROLLS HADP COME
TO SPY OUT POWN FROM THE MOUMN-
OUR ROAF WHEN TAINS AND SETTLEP

I MET A COUFPLE IN THE WOOPS NOT
OF FRIENDS OF FAR FEOM THE
MINE FROM
RIVENPELL .

PiP Youd &0 TO,
GANPALF, IF L
MAY ASKE

i
IMMEPIATELY
HAP A FEELING

THAT T WAS WANTEP
BACK. PLEASE BE MDKE
CAREFRLUL, NEXT TIME,
O WE SHALL NEVEK
GET ANYWHERE/

4y the next day, nor the day

gr. They had begun to feel that danger
ﬁ not tar away &n either side.

thcgdid not sing or tell stories that
day, nor

OF
COURSE NOT!
THAT 1S ONLY
THE SESINNING
OF THE MISTY
MOUNTAINSG —

R 0 Y 2 AND IT IS A
IS T = SO0 WAY EVEN
THAT THE r EROM THE OTHER
MOUNTAIN SIPE OF THEM TO THE
= LONELY MOUNTAIN IN
THE EAST WHERE
SMALE LIES ON
OUR TREASURES.

HIPPEN
SAMEWHERE AHEAD Nl
OF US |5 THE FAIR s
VALLEY OF RIVENPELL F

WHERE ELRONP LIVES !
IN THE LAST HOMELY

I SENT /
A MESSAQGE
By MY FRIENDS, |88
: AN WETELFEFE 3,.:-
EXFEC e "_.‘:- 3

w’ WE MUST
NOT MISS THE
ROAD OR WE
SHALL BE
PONE FOR!

5



ilbo never tforget the wwhag slithered and ﬁfiﬂpad
in the dusk down the st@ep zig-zag path into the
secret valley of Rivendell. THe air grew warmer

as they got lower.,,

-..and theirspirits
roseé as they went
down and down.

YOU ARE
A LITTLE OUT
& OF YOUR wWAY,
y -
. WE WILL
SET YOU RIGHT,

BUT YOU HAPD BEST
SET ON FOOT, UNTIL
. YOU ARE COVER -
y e

. THE BRIDGE, M
e

tha-:e were elves of course. Soon Bilbo caught
glimpses of them as the darkness deepered.

He loved elves, th

ough he seldom met them:

but he was a little frightened of them too.

PON'T
PIF YOUR
BEARP IM THE
FOAM, FATHER'IT
IS LONG ENCUGH
WITHOUT
WATEREING |T,

Pwarves don't g
on well with el

USH, HUsH/' ']-
SO PEOPLE.

ANDP GOOP NIGHT.

VALLEYS HAVE EARS.

AND SOME BLVES

HAYE OVER MERRY
TONGUES, 00D




ow it is ﬂﬁtr’ﬂnie thmg :ﬂﬂ";gi = A Irond, that master of the

that are good to hav ; house, was an |
hat are good to spend are soon t.:ru = e T e In those days of ;H";"'f;}g
about, and not much to listen to; .5-" = : there were still some pecple
while things that are uncomfortable, | ' who had both elves and heroes
pal ltﬂtlﬂ‘i‘ and even grugsome, may of the North for ancestors,

tale, and take a desi - and Elrond was theirchief.
of *t:lhng Sy wau. :

TR

L4
i i

€ comes into many tales, but his
part in the story of Bilbo's great
adverrture s only™a small one,
though important, 3s you will see, If
we ever get to the end of it.

By 518 long inthat
Jood Hﬂdﬁe anurtun
s 3t least,and they
it hard to leave.

| 'hr: wuuid 2I:|d| have
. 1o or ever
and —lhr SLUPPOS|
A wish would have fﬂk&g
i r'!?ht back to his

/~__THESE ARE NOT v"'_ ——
TROLL-MAKE. THEY THEY WERE
ARE OLP SWORDPS, VERY MAPE IN GONPOLIN
OLDP SWORDPS OF THE FOR THE LﬂH-L.iH—
HIGH ELVES OF THE
nrr.ugn}n with the early
m ﬁumrner morning-

kind.
- That day he looked at
: m‘*h'ﬂhﬂd i MUST HAVE COME
s FREOM A [FRAGON'S
HOARP OK GOoBLIM
FLUNPER, FOR PRAGONS
AMNP SOBLIMS PESTEMYWEDR
THAT CITY AMANY
AGES AGOD. ’.




THIS,
GANPALE,

WAS GLAMDRING, Y

FOE - HAMMER '
THAT THE KING

2 THIS, DE G D
; iNMIPOLIN
7 THORIN, THE SONCE WORE

" RUNES NAME ORCRIST
THE GOBLIN-CLEAVER
IN THE ANCJENT
TONGUE OF GONDPOLIN; {
I'T WAS A FAMOUS '
BLAPE,

THEEE AEE
MOON- LETTERS HERE
BESIPE THE PLAIN RUNES
WHICH SAY "FIVE FEET
HiIGH THE POOR AND '
THREE AMAY WALK
ABREAST. *

WHAT 1
ARE MOON-

= I WiLL KEEFP
THIS SWoRD
I HONOUR . AlAY
IT SOON CLEAVE
GOBLINS ONCE
AGAINf

A WISH
THAT I LIKELY
TO BE SKANTEF
SOON ENOUGH IN
THE MOUNTAINS'

BUT SHOW ME NOW B

YOUR MAPS




MOON~-LETTERS
ARE RKUNE - |LETTER> BUT
THEY CAN ONLY BE SEEN WHEN
THE MOON SHINES BEHINE THEM.,
ANE WHAT |5 MORE, WITH THE
MORE CUNNING SORT IT MUST BE
A MOON OF THE SAME SHAFE
ANP SEASON AS THE PAY
WHEN THEY WEERE

"STAND By s
THE GEREY STOME
WHEN THE THELSH KMNOCKS
ANP? THE SETTING SUN
WITH THE LAST LIGHT OF
FPURIN'S [PAY WILL SHINE
UPON THE KEY-

PURIN, PURIN!
hE WAS THE FATHER

OF THE FATHERE= OF THE
ELFEST RACE OF PWARVES, §
THE LONOBEARPS, ANP
MY FIRST ANCESTOR,
I AM HIS HEIE.

WE STILL CALL IT
FPURIN'S FAY WHEN THE
LAST AMOON OF ALUTUAMN AN
THE SUN ARE IN THE SKY
TOCETHER, BUT L FEARIT
FASSES QUK SKILL IN THESE
PAYS TO GUESS WHEN
SUCH A TIME WILL
COME AGAIN.

lf !lu'

THESE KEMAINS

T2 BE

MUST HAVE BEEN
WEITTEN ON A MID=
SUMMER'S EVE IN
A CEESCENT MOOM,

A LONG WHILE

AGO.
he next morning was a mid- = - B 3 \- ¢ ;
e - NP
as could be dréamed: blue _ th the, r‘l‘g b e IR
and never a cloud, and the : Ty _ : wi ir hea res |
ing on the water e A more adventure, and with a
') - e = E knowledge of the road the mqﬁt
g P follow over the Misty Mouhtains

to the land beyond. |




here were many paths that led up into those

mountains, and many passes oveér them,
But most of the paths were cheats and
deceptions and led nowhere or to - -
bad ends; and most of the passes
were infested by evil things
and dreadtul dangers.

1k

: e = he dwarves and the hobbit,

- I helped by the wise advice

of Elrond and the knowledge
and meémory of Gandalt, took
the right road to the right pass,

you .
SEEM POWN
IM SPIRITS

ong days after t
ad climbed out
of the valley and left PSP
, the Last Homely House [

| miles behind, %hﬂ ’
were 5tilldgmn=; up

ahd up and up . : :
,, L ar, far away infl
il ; . - ; _ - West, Bilbo kni
o o e ; there lay his ol
: iy F ' country ot sate s
comtortable thi
and his little ho
hole. But it was
ting bitter cold |
here, Jﬂd'ﬁhe wird
came snarill among
the rocks.

THE
SLUMMER
IS GETTING
ON PFOWN
BELOW, ANP
HAYMAKING
IS GOING
O ANE
PICMNICS,

THEY WILL
BE HARVESTING
AMD BLACKBEERRYING
BEFORE WE EVEN
BEGIN TO &0 DOWN
THE OTHER SIPE
AT THIS RATE.




andalf only shook his head and said nothing. He knew how evil and danger had grown and thriven in the
Wild, sinde the dragons had driven men from the lands, and the goblins had spread in secret after the
battle of the Mines of Moria.

Cross

Il was well, until one day they met a
thunderstorm —mc-re tharn a thun-
derstorm, a3 thunder- hrt.tl:.

ightning splintered on the peaks, and rocks |
shwe ed, and great crashes split the sir
and rolled and tumhled into every cave and
hollow; and the darkness was filled with
overwheiming noise and sudden hgh‘l:

he lightning-flashes, :

the valley the stone-
giants were out.




thm‘;: me 8 wind and
a rain, and the wind
whipped the rain and the

3 : could .
¥ g:?--m,s
] shout

q ’
& the mountdinsides. Lt
-, i B :

IF WE PON'T
SET BLOWN OFF
OR PROWNED, OR
STELUCK BY LIGHTNING,
WE sSHALL BE PICKED
UP BY SOME SIANT

ANP KICKEP SKY-
HiGH FOR A
FOOTEBALL .

iI
A
\
1




Tiion!
WE HAVE FOUMNE A

PRY CAVE NOT FAR KOUNV
THE NEXT CORNERK: ANP
PONIES ANP ALL COULEP

=

YES, YES!
T ISN'T ALL

GCET INSIPFE.

HAVE you
THOROLGHLY
EXFPLOREP
IT=

THAT BIG. ANP
IT POES NOT

..

40 FAR

SooD
ENOUGH.
LET US HAVE
A LOOK AT
THIS CAVE
THEM.

} G
5:! E spread out their wet things

ont

e Tloor and then they made

their blankets comfortable.

-

hey talked and talked,
and forgot about the
storm, and discussed
what each would do
with his share of
t+he treasure
(when they
got it, which
st the moment
did not seem
$0 impos-

sible),

A-n.:t S50
They
dropped
off to
Sléep one

A::nd that was the last time
that they used the ponies,
ackages, and parapher-
nalia that they had brought
M with them.

. i =

THE
FLOOK IS
FREY AND IT
IS OUT OF
THE RAIM.

IT WILL PO —
BUT NO FIRES! WE
SHALL HAVE TO GET BY
WITH A CHANGE INTO
PRY CLOTHES.

t turned out a good thing that

night that they had brought
little Bilbo with them, after ¢
all, For somehow, he could not
ao tosleep for a long while;
and when he did sleep. he had
very nasty dreams.




IT'S MO A J
PREAM — IT'5




. es, goblins! There were
/] six to each dwarf, at
/] v |east, and two even for

Bilbo; and they were all
grabbed and carried
through the crack,
before you could
say tinder and

ut the crack closed with
a snap, and Bilbo and
the dwarves were on the
] slde of it!

ow qoblins are cruel, wicked,
and bad-hearted. They make
no beautiful things, but

they make many clever ones.

mmers, axes, swords, dagqgers,
plekaxes, tongs, and also
finstruments of torture,
make very well.

s not unlikely that they
wkcings trar have =i
 machines Ve since
pub IJ the world, especially
e ingenious devices for
§ ldrge numbers of
ple at once,




ARE
THESE
MISERABLE
PERSONS

SCWARVES,
AN
THIS!

WE FOUNP
THEM ON

g? - NO G005,
ey [ L. WARRANT!
W SPYING ON
Bl THE PRIVATE
B BUSINESS OF
B MY PEOPLE,

Y
d TH/EVES,

I SHOULPN'T

BE SURFRISEP

AND
ERTENDPS
OF ELVES,
NOT

UNLIKELY! '

COME/!
WHAT
HAVE you
GOT TO

SAy =




u—F-.______-_-'--_

THORIN THE
PWARF AT YOUR
SERYICE ]
=5 WE
SHELTERE FROM A ™
STORM IN WHAT SEEMED
A CONMVENIENT CAVE AND
LNUSED: NOTHING WAS
FURTHEK FEOM OUR
THOUGHTS THAN INCON-
YVENIENCING COBLINS
IN ANY WAY WHATEVER, /

I ASK
WHAT YOuUW WERE
POING UF IN THE

MOLUNTAINS AT ALL

ANP WHERE YOUu
WERE COMING FROM
ANDC WHERE YOu
WERE GOING
TOF

IN FACT
I SHOULDP

LIKE TO KNOW
ALL ABOUT YOouU

FHORIN

OAKENSHIELDS

I KNOW
TOO MUCH

ABOUT YOUR FOLK
ALEREADPY: BUT
LET'S HAVE THE

TRUTH, O I WILL
FREEFARE SOME-
THING FARTICULAELY
UHNCOMRIORETABLE

WE WEEKE
ON A JOURNEY
TO VISIT QUK
RELATIVES WHO
LIVE ON THE EAST
SIPE OF THESE

HE 1S
A LIAR,
O TEULY

TREMENPOUS
ONE /

TRULY HOSPITABLE ¢

MOUNTAINS,

SEVERAL
OF DURE FEOPLE
WERE STELCK BY
LIGHTHING INM THE
CAVE, WHEN WE
INVITEP? THESE
CEREATURECS TO
COME BELOW: AND
THEY AEE AS
PEAP AS

ORCRIST!

THE GOBLIN=-
CLEAVER/

MURPERS
AND ELF~-
FRIENDS (




: ' " : ..1..
' TAKE THEM iy
AWAY Away TO Ny L
PARK HOLES FULL ‘

-
OF SNAKES, AND 3
NEVEE LET THEM -
SEE THE LIGHT e
AGAIN




QUICKER, ! AND
QUICKER ! Ll

THE TORCHES MISTER On .
WILL SO0M BAGEINS |T x .

BE RELIT. SEEMS yYOou

ALY
STEIPE
I5 NOT AS
GEEAT AS

WE
CANNOT %
LEAVE QU
BLURGLAR
BEHIND
THIS LATE
I T E




COME
. PORI, LET
4 ME REMOVE
YOUR

CHAINS,

TWO, THREE, 2
FOUR, FIVE, SIX, SEVEN,
EIGHT, NINE, TEN
ELEVEN —

ARE FILI ANP
KILI=

MISTER
BAGBINS:
FOURTEEM!

TWELVE
THIRTEEN... /=

WELL, WELL®
IT MIGHT BE
WORSE, AND |
THEN AGAIN
IT MIGHT BEJ
GOOF PEAL
NO PONIES, AND
FOOP, ANP M

KNOWING QUM
WHERE WE
AND HORDESY
ANGEY GOBL

B\ TUST BEHIND
: d




Randalf was quite right: they began
Y to hear acblin noises and horrible
trigs tar behind inthe passages

hey had come through, That sent

on faster than ever,

¥WHY, O WHY
FIF I EVER LEAVE
MY HOBBIT-HOLE/

O WHY PIp
I EVER BRING '
A WRETCHED LITTLE
HOBBIT ON A _
TREASURE

i lins go faster than
J dwarves, and soon they
‘eould hear the flap of the
pblin feet, many many feet p=
ich seemed only just -
and the last corner.

=g -

nd as poor Bilbo could not §

ossibly gohalf as fast §
, &% the dwarves, they took
it in turn to carry him on
their backs.




‘It was quite a long while before an
goblins dared turn that corner. By
that time the dwarves had gone on
again, a leng, long, way on into the
dark tunneis of the goblins’ reaim.

when the goblins discovered that, they put
out their torches and they slipped on soft

shoes, and they chose out their very quickest
Funners with the Sharpest ears and efes, These
ran forward, as swift as weasels in the dark,
and with hardly any more noiée than bats,

hat is why neither Bilbo, nor the
dwarves, nor even (Gandalf heard
them Q:rrm'ng.




hen Bilbo opened his eyes, he t was then
wondered if he had; for it that Bilbo's
. was just as dark as with them hand met a
! No one was anywhere cold metal
near him. Just imagine his fright/ ﬂbject irnthe
e : ﬂ*"kv

NO TIME
TO LOOK AT
I™NOW . I'VE
SO0T TO FINE A
WAY QUT OF THIS
TEREIBLE
FLACE.

My
TROLL SWORD!
SOIT 1S AN

ELVISN

was a turning point in his o - _ -
career, but he did not know it, : - BLAPE
TOO.

AM
I THE =
r F. .ﬁ
"j"l‘f;;' F‘:r“_lf‘ ONLY T
: CAN FIND
S OME
MATCH—

FEOM ITS SLOW
I SEE OOBLINS
ARE NOT VERY
NEAR, ANP ¥ET
NOT EAR
o ENOUWGEH.




—— — —a

E he tunnel seemed to have noend. All Bilbo knew was that

G0 BACKT ‘ : - . :
NO &m[? AT ALL/ it was still going down pretty steadily and “EF-:?&Q in
&0 SICEWAYS T the same diréction. There were passages leading off to
IMPOSSIBLE ! the side every now and then, Of these he took no notice,
GO FORWARDYT except to hurry past for fear of goblins,
OMNLY
THING TO
PO/ ON ;
WE G0/ do not know how iong he Kept on like
this, hating to go on, not daring to stop,

on, on, until was tireder than tired.
It seemed |like all the way to tomorrow
and over i1t to the days beyond,

Iilllﬂrl:. "

e
L

I PON'T HEAR
THE SOUNP OF
REUMMING WATEE. SO
ITI&E A PFOOL OR A LAKE,
AND HOT AN LNPEESREOUND
RIVER T'VE FOUNP. ANP IT'S
FROBABLY FULL OF sLIMY
THINGS, WITH BISG BLILGING
BLINDP EYES, WRIGGLING
i THE WATEE.

here are strange things living in the pools
E and lakes in tghe hea?-t-.! of "mge.l.lnrrta‘rn:: fish

whose fathers swam in, goodness only knows
how many years ago, and never swam out
agein; also there are other things more
shimy than fish.

ven in the tunnels and
caves the goblins have
made for themselves there
sre cther things Iivi‘ng unbe-
known to them that have
sneaked in from outside
to lie upin the dark,

eep down here by the
;ll?rl-: water I'EviHH
old Gollum.



I AM
MISTER

BILEBD
BASBINS,

I HAVE
LOST THE
PWARVES
ANP T HAVE

LOST THE
WIZARP, ANP
I PON'T KNOW

WHERE I

AM .

CON'T WANT
TO KNOW. IF
ONLY I CAN

don't know where he came
from, nor who or what he
was, He was Gollum— a
name he got for the horrible
swallowing noiseé he made in
his throat, though he always
called himself “my precious.”

BLESS US AND
SPLASH U=, Wy
FPRECIOUSSSS!
I GUESS IT'S A
CHOICE FEAST:
AT LEAST A TASTY
MORSEL IT'D
MAKE US,
qoliemf




WHAT'S
HE &OT IN
HIS HANDSES
o 3

A
SWORDP A
BLAPE WHICH
CAME OUT OF
GONDOLIN /

FEAPS
YE SITS HERE
ANDP CHATS WITH
I'T A BITSY, MY
FEECIOUSSS,

I'F
LIKES
RIPPLES,

ollum was anxious to appear friendly, and
riddles was all he could think of. Aski
them had been the only game he had ever

fg-#:j, sitting in his holé in the long, long ageo
€

e he crept down into the dark under
the mounrtains.

VERY WELL.

PRAPS IT
POES,
POES ITZ

EASY/
—a GSUESS BASYT T
M””';T"””‘ MUST Hqu‘E A CﬂMF‘E"I"lTLFH
.‘5 5 1I|I'I'IlTH Urr f.iq-‘:fr pﬂ::tﬂuﬁﬁ;
SUFFOSH IF IT ASKS US, AND WE
DOBSN'T ANSWER, THEN
WE POES WHAT IT WANTS,
¥ WE SHOWS IT THE
WaY OUT, YES/

WHAT
HAS BO0TS AS
NOBOrY SEES,
IS TALLER THAN TREES
UF, UP IT GOES
ANE YET NEVER
GROWS 2

1=

PRELIOUS ASKS,

ANEP IT POESN'T
ANSWER, WE
EATS IT.




r : THIRTY WHITE j
ilbo didn't dare to dis- HORSES ON A REP ,Q'E.EJ*..* Y
2gree, and _Hlli’lg b st - HILL, o PRECIOUSSS -
is braintothink of riddles FIRST THEY CHAMP, ¥ BUT WE HAS

could save him from TREN THE ¥ STAMP, ONLY Six/
bﬂl.-l'l'g Eﬂ'ﬂ; THEM THEY STAND ;




..-"'F _-_.__‘--'-'-—-—l-'-_._.— =

VDICELESS IT CRIES,
WINGLESS FLUTTERS,
TOOTHLESS BITES,
MOUTHLESS MUTTERS,

ortunately Bilbo had

mhurdp methi
rrthlr like this befo
and getting his wits

back he theught of the
answer,

WIND OF
CoumsE,

HALF A
.‘lﬂl’lﬂ* EHT-.'F

c.tli‘lum had been un:;rgrm:lfnd 1:1:
time, and was for

ting h?:gsﬂrt of thing, but hlEl

brmgn'b up memories uges and

29e€ and ages before, whén he

lived with hr:! ‘grandmat.her ina hi:rll

in & bank by & river. — .

nfortunately for Gollum, Bilbo

had heard that sort of thing
before; and the answer was

ail rauu:f him anyway.

& BOX
WITHOUT HINSES,
KEY, OF LIp,

YET &OLDPEMN
TREASLEE MSIPE
IS5 HIP.

S55, 54
MY PRECIOUSS,
SUN ON THE
PAISIES |IT
MEANS, IT

tiri n;y'i"'ﬂr
thl

:Irﬁ"-:ult and mor

I'T CANNOT BE SEEMN, CANNOT

ilbo was so pleased that he
. made up one on the spot,
This'll puzzie the nasty little
underground creature,” e

thought

AN EYE IN A BLUE FACE
SAW AN EYE IN A GREEN FACE,
“THAT EYE IS LIKE TO THIS EYE'
SAIP THE FIRST EYE
“BUT IN LOW PLACE,
NOT IN HIGH PLACE."

——

:But these ordinar o? sboveground

ridd IH wera
Hum, What is more
him hung sa this time
rl'ld ﬂam:th; abit
unplg:unt :

BE FELT, CANNOT BE HEARD,

CANNOT BE SMELT.

IT LIES BEHIND STARS AND

UNPER HILLS, AND EMPTY

HOLES IT FILLS.

IT COMES FIRST AMNP EOLLOWS

AFTER, ENPS LIFE,
KILLS LAUGHTER.

$iu=¢ asked this one to ggiﬂ tuma,

wrrtil hm:‘-auld think
rd one. hhet
dreadfully easy chestnut
a nasty poser for Goliu

ht H:
1'.'. proved

WHAT
iS5 |IT=
THE ANSWER'S

i KEY NOT A KETTLE BOILING
aR LD, OVER, AS YOU SEEM TO
a5y, 4 THINK FEOM THE

EOLDEN
TERASURE,

i S8, .

NOISE YU ARE

MAKING,

FIVE US
A CHAMEE
LET IT GIVE US
& CHAMNCE, MY
PRECIOUSS —
-,




WELL, WHAT
ABOUT YOUR
GUESSZ

uddenly Gollum remem-

bered” thieving from
nests |ong ago, arid sitti
under thé river bank teath-
ing his grandmother, teach-
.HS hig grandmether to suck—

ALIVE WITHOUT BREATH,

AS COLP AS PBATH;
NMEVER THIRSTY, EVER
PRINKING, ALL IN MAIL

NEVER CLINKING.

IS |TNICE,
MY PRECIOUSES T
IS IT JUICYT 18 |IT
SCRUMPTIOUSLY
CRUNCHABLE S

imagine you

know the answaer,
of course, or can
guess it a6 assy
as winking, since
you are Sitti
comfortably a
T
A @ danger
£ otig

isturb your

thinking.

MOMENT. T
SAVE YOU A GOOP
LONEG CHANCE
JUST NOW,

; IT 15
=t COLD ANPD
o C LAy !




NO-LEGS LAY ON
ONE-LEG;
TWO-LEGS SAT NEAR ON
THREE- LEGS,
FOUR -LEGS SOT SOME.

was not really the right time
T for, this iddte e Bibe wan

in 8 hurry. Gollum mght have had
some tmuble guessing it, if Bilbo
had asked it at Im:.n‘: v time., As
it was, talking of fish, "no-legs”
was not so véry difficult, an
after that the rest was easuy.

FiSH ON A LITTLE TABLE, MAN
AT TABLE SITTING ON A STOOL

THE CAT HAS THE BONES.

Bilbo sat n the dark thinki
of all "I:l'll hurr':bl: names a:rp‘ullﬂg

g nd
heardtold a-F in ta

e he had
es, but net one

ever

of them had done all these things.

—

hen Gollum thought the
time had come to ask
something hard and horrible.

THIS THING ALL THINGS
PEVOLRES ; BIEFS, BEASTS,
TEEES, FLOWERS
GNAWS |ROM, BITES STEEL

CRINPS HARDP STONES TO MEALS

SLAYE KiMNG, BUINS TOWN
AND BEATS HIGH
MOUNTAINM FOWN.

had a feeling r
Hﬂf"h“lﬁ uitl if-
T mtdthathl
to know it, but he cou
not think of it.




.-' 't..

; ilbe began to get frightened, } = =
Pibeoemn o gas frisiones, —

is tongue seemed to stick in hi
mouthH; fie wanted to shout outls
“Give me more time! Give ma time.”
But all that came out witha s
sques| was:

ilbo was saved by
ra luck. For
that of course was
the answer.

ITS 60T TO ASK
USS A QUESTION; A
PRECIOUSS, YES,
YEBGS5, YESSS,
TUSST ONE MORE
GUESSTION TO
GUESS, YES,
YESS.




! NOT T ISN'T [

'B"‘h .:Er"f'ﬂ.“'"’ Ped or plarred, L eale wor Y eald % Frscos

t lurl 'l'a hll praﬂk:t . VHAT 1T's ot
:Buf Bilbo simply rhh N ITE !ufign'

of ."‘“‘l" “‘-"'*t"""'k ".'-I-rl rh-u% he hld picud uprfn th-e - A Litie

wl'l: cold thmg;mt-— S B RN |

naxt to him, HAVE T e =55 |

'F'WTHS. 'nd i BOT 1IN MY ! . |

pokmg him, e POCKET J&8

ilbo had been talking STRING,
oR

to himself, But seé-
ing what had ha
and having nothing bet- IT MUST

, ter ‘f.o hﬂ stdck GIVE US THREE
quastion, BUESSESES,
MY PRECIOUSS, &
THREE WRONGS

GUESSESES, LAST

WHAT
HAVE I
SOT IN MY

VERY WELL/
SUESS AwAy




- -""-..\ PIP WE SAY =
' " 4 ilbo knew, of course, that | SO, PRECIOUS <
BOTH ‘/ WELLT WHAT B' 'I:Hn rli-ddle-r ame ,:“5 SHOW THE NASSTY

WRONG., ABOUT YOUR LITTLE BAGGINS
PROMISE 2 sacred and of immense TN WAY OUT.

antiquity, and even wicked | g5 ves, guT |
e T creatures were afraid to | wuaT HAS IT

" i o WANT TO cheat when they playedat§{ coT N ITS
L N S0 You musT | it, But he felt He could POCKETSES, eh<
J SHOW ME THE ot trust this slimy thi NOT STRING.

noet tru IS S I'?CI’ "3 | Precious, BuT

to keep any promisé at a ECIOUS,

inch

pinch. er 8l that | NoT NoTHNG. A8
|last question had not been =

a genuine riddle according
to the ancient [aws,

OH, NO!

CROSS IT 15
IMPFATIENT, PRECIOUS.
BUT IT MUST WAIT, YES IT
MUST. WE CAN'T &GO UF THE
TUKNELS SO HASTY. WE
MUST GO ANDP GET SOME
THINGS FIRST, YEZ.
THINGS TO HELF US.

ilbo thought Golium was just making an excuse and did not
mean to come back. What useful hinﬁ could he keep out
ori the dark lake? But he was wr?uﬂg Gofllum did mean to come

back., He was angry now and hu « And he was a miserable
wi :rna-turi?, lnda already I:f 8 plan.,
2 4

r

ot far away was his island, and MY BIRTHPAY -
there in His hiding-place he kept | FRESENT' THAT S
a few wretched oddments, andone | L' Jos e
very beautiful thing, very beautiful, WANTS 177 iy
uurgwnu;hr"l'ul,m, aring, a ' .
goldén ring, a pr@cious ring. ] # h: - —_

—
=

o e

- ' Es_w-wt:d it because
MY BIRTHPAY - It was a ri
PRESENT! [T CAME power, and if you
R (A N VY slipped thet ring on

BIRTHIAY, MY i
L gl o il

full sunli could
gt Sould you |
your shadow, and ™ |
t would be shaky
nd faint

1
a

i I.f
present, aces : .
aqo in the old days when b rhaps even the Master
:lu.:l-:"ri were gﬁ I at g, whe ruled them could
in fhe world < '

llum used to wear it at first, til
tired him; and then he kept |
next teo his skin, till it gal
and now usually he hid itin
the rock on his island, and was 8l
going back to look at it.



O

QUITE SAFE,
YES. |T WON'T
SEE UE WILL IT,
My PRECIOUS T NO,
IT WON'T SEE US,
AND ITS NASSTY
LITTLE SWORDP WILL
BE USELESS, YES
GAUITE.

- —
- =
e —

—
==

.a-— ety
- ol

WELL, SO AM T,
AND I WANT TO GET
UNLOST. AND I WON
THE GAME, AND YO/
PROMI/SED., S0 COME
ALONG' COME AND LET
ME QUT., AND THEN 60
ON WITHN YOUR
LOOKING'

LOSST /T /S,
MY PREC/OUS,
LOSY, LOST!
CURSE US AND
CRUSH LS, MY
PREC/IOUS
/S LOST)

NO, NOT YET,
BPRECIOUST WE MUST
SEALCH FOR I'T,

/TS LosT,

- I -

YOu NEVER
EUESSED My
LAST QUESTION
AND YOI
PROMISE D,

WHAT HAS IT goT

IﬂrlHJl.T
IN ITS FPOCKETSESS

HAVE vou
LOST L TELL
ME THAT/




iibo could not guess what had maddered the

wretched crfltum but he saw that all was
lnd that Ennllurn meant to murder him at

rate, Just in

f

'"H

upth:dlrkpuugum which he hldm

WHAT HAS
IT GOT
I ITS
POCKETSES?

me he turned and ran blindly

n a8 mement, Gollum

YES BUT IFIT'S 80T THE

was ort him,

ut before Bilbo could do

ll"l ‘I-'-Hl
'no notice of

I-||rr|. wn-f could it mean®

CURSE THE BAGGINS,
IT'S GONE,/ WHAT HAS |T
GOT IN ITS POCKETSESY
OH WE &GUBESS WE GUESS,
MY PREECICUS. HE'S FOUND
{ iT, YE& HE MUST HAVE,
- | My BIRTHPAY- PRESENT.

WE LOET 1T WHEN WE CAME THIS
WAY LAST, WHEN WEBE TWISTED THAT
MASSTY YOUNG SQUEAKER, THAT'S IT.
CURSE IT/ ITSLIPPEDP FEHOM US,;

AFTER ALL THESE AGES ANP AGES!
IT'S GONE, goallum/

, Gollum passed

PREESENT. OUR PRECIQOUS PRESENT, ®
THEN GOBPLINSES WILL GET 1T,
gollum! THEY'LL FINP IT, THEY'LL
FIND OUT WHAT IT POES. WE
DOESM'T SHAM'T EVER BE SAFE AGAIM,
KNOW WHAT HEVER, gollum/ ONE OF THE

THE PRESENT ) GOBLINSES WILL PUT ITON,
CAN PO, ANP THEN NC ONE WILL SEE
POES T2 HiM. HE'LL BE THERE BUT
ITCOESN'TY NOT SEEN.: ANP HE'LL COME

KHOW, ANP N\ CREBEFPSY ANP TRICKSY AND
IT CAN'T EATCH US, gollum, gelium/

50 FAR .

T'S LOST
ITSELF,
THE
NASSTY,
NOSEY
THINGS,

BUTIT

ITS NO
GOOF SOING
BACK THERE
TO SEARCH,

WO, THE
BAGGINS
HAS GOT IT

IN ITS
FOCKETSES,
THE MASTY

NOSER HAS

FOUNP IT,

WE SAYS,

GOBLIMNSES
WILL CATCH IT

IT SAIP 50, YES)
THEM. IT SAN'T

BUT IT'S TRICKSY, .
IT WON'T SAY WHAT | GET OUT

IT'S GOT IN ITS | THAT WAY,
POCKETSES, IT KNOWS. | PRECIOUS,
IT KNOWS A WAY [N, I
IT MUST KNOW A WAY | S$55 Ssss,
OUT, YES. IT'S OFF 5 9ollum/

TO THE BACK-DOOR. A GOBLINSES ! |

o




#___-————__‘-\1 WE MUST WaIT

THIS 185 |T.

THEN LET'S STOP TALKING

invisible ;

"‘EYE had heard of such fh-rtﬂﬁ, afa:-u- Irse,

inold tales; but it was hard to

believe that he really had found one,

s i:gg accident. Still there it was: Gollum
th his br.ght eyes had passed him by,

enly a yard To one side.

0, not a fair fight. He was iR sud-d-n understanding,
invisible now, E:-::I!um had A a pity mixed with hor-
ne sword, Gollum had not vor, welled up in Bilbo's

actuau%-l:'hremﬂed to kill hesrt: & hm psae of end-
Fim, or tried to yet. And he less unmgm::f days with-
was miserable, :I:mg., lost. out light or hope of bet-

N tarmeg t‘ And '!:hen quite

} 5 suddenly, as if ‘rf‘t&ﬁ by

‘f.ulr' on his sturdy
EIH:H:I sped off
r.'*nfn 't € nEw Turnrel.

THIEE, THIEF,
THIEE! BAGGINS.
WE HATES /T,

WE WATES /7.
WE NATES /T
EoR EVERS

3 new strength and
resolve, he leaped.

s Gollum's count

FRECIOUS, ANDP MAKE HASTE, |F = -
THE BAGGING HAS GONE THAT WAY, of side-pa es T-.':‘FEHEEE;E‘TE i
WE MUST 50 GUICK AND SEE. GO. arew he slowed déwn, PASSASE ! o they came to a dead
NOT FAR NOW. MAKE HASTE. ONE and he an to get [ o ; stop. Gollum had b ht
LEFT, YES., ONE RISHT, YES, [ ehaky & weepy: P*® pur we Blibo to ‘the way out aftér

for hz was leaving

[0 Hirriad the water further
%iﬂ:,am_ [ and further behind,
was in a whirl ?ﬁ"j I:!E was aﬂttmg
ﬂm aIr.;d . rai
s SEVEN RIGHT, YES
seemed that  YES.
the ring he Six LEFY, YES
had was a
magic ri
it made ;gnu

THIS |5 THE WAY A BIT ANP SEE.

all, but Bilbo could nﬂt
rh-l-' Bilbo away f gtt
the wall more quietiy 'thaﬂ
a8 mouse; but Gollum'stif-
fened at once, and 5mffed
and his egti went

PURSTN'T GO IN,
F"H'EEI-::u:Fr NO WE
DURSTN'T, GOBLIN-
SES Pows THERE.
LOTS OF GOBLINSES,
WE SMELL THEM.

ilbe ﬂlmnﬁt‘.ﬂtﬁp
and went ﬂtnffr

himself, He
was desperate. He must get
2way while he had any s
left. He must fight. "He must
stab the foul thmg,. ut its
eyes out, Kill it, meant
to kill h‘im.

THE“H AHF
CRUSH THEM/

traight over Gollum's

head he leaped. seven
feer forward and three
in the air,

IF GOBLINS
ARE SO MFAR THAT
HE SMELT THEM, THEN
THEY'LL HAVE HEARP HiS
SHRIEKING AND CLURSING.
CAREFUL NOW, OR THIS

WAY WILL LEAP YOU
TO WORSE THINGS,

3

hen Bilbo b
Ty Pl oo

aon he saw,
fitt:ring round
ancther corner—
3 glimpse r.:rf
Not red i h'I:
cffire or ant.tm
! but a pale out-
of-doors sort of |
light.

I 6;‘:“#":]4”.3 l'!l- fast
a% his |egs would

cArry him he turmed

“he 1ast corner...
S—

",

S=rTal

HERE, PRECIOUS, WAIT

ed bﬂ!lihlrg

|




«ssdnd ﬁ:mﬂ ﬁudﬂ'ﬂﬂlg . .
right into an open space, he goblins saw Bilbo sooner than he
where Lhe |ight, ';'“E all sl them. Yes, they saw him, Whether
that time in 't-h'!l ’b" it it was an accident, or a last trick of 7
$étmed asrzlingly bright. the ring before it took & new master, WHERE
it was hot on his finger, : :
jr I.' - - ..
HERE'S ONE 2 : GO BALK
- OF THEM’ e UP THE
- FASSAGE
L]
1 3
: J
iz =
. @ &
:. : .-:Fﬁ
« i ] :
, -
L q "r- 3 _
Huh @ X ' } 2
N orgetting even todraw - -
‘ his aword Bilbe struck ]
his hands into his pockets. ¥
! And there was the rm
: still, in his laft
and it slipped on his 'I‘erﬂ-
THIS finger. . L OOK.
way! Bl ' -DH;HJ;DH
iIbo was dreadfully ri htened, POOR
B but he had the ml‘:lnugtﬂ under- ==
THAT P stand what had happened and 4
way/ to get out of the way.
- { = - 2
B ="
g o -
> % B
i & ;
¥ =
7 he poor little hobbit dod 'l:hm way and
WHEr“EI:‘ tm was knocked avl?'?rd a Agal:-hrlu
GONE 2 scrambled away on all fﬂurﬁ Jjust in time,
got up, and rar for the door.
he door was =till : ——
ajar, put lgﬂblm
| had pushed it nur s
to. Bilbo st
. but he could no me
B F i+, He tried to squeeze
, thr:te.lg::dthedm ;Igi
u and squee
. ’aqu:.l he stuck| His but-
1 tons had got wedged
- on the of the S :
door. He ceuld see 4 h:
| outside irnto the 3
open air— but hfl.:auld =
! not get throug Sk S ;
==: 1.1 £ ilbo was through,
' : = ' with a torn coat
: 3 and wal-&t:aa-l: lea
: mg wr Lhe steps |ike
ocat, Of course the
%lm! s0or came down
af'I:Er him, hnatmg and
. g:llacl-m tEu-I': tHey
{ m't i he sunm:  t |
B 1 - ' makes their legs wob- S
BY THE POOR. ble and their Heads
¥ SOMETHING . iddy. They could not
. Y- Y
IS OUTSIPE, ind Bilbo with -I:? 2
3 r'IH on; so soon the -
t h'l-r.'.lt. grumbimgg ‘Bf:ﬂ:::d
p nnd cursing to quard

the doovr. 5=



1 SEEM TOD

HAVE &0T RIGHT TO
THE OTHER SIPE OF THE
MISTY MOLNTAINS, RIGHT
TO THE EPGE OF THE
LAND BEYOND/

WHERE AND
O WHERE CAN GANDALF
ANP THE PWARVES HAVE
SOT TOTF I ONLY HOPE ToO
GOOPNESS THEY ARE NOT [
STILL BACK THERE INTHE &

POWER OF THE

— " SOBLINS |
1ibo wandered on, out of
the little high valley,
over its Edﬁ. and down
the slopes é-jﬂﬂd,' but all
the while a véry uncom-
fortable thought was
arowing inside him.

N -

ITS BALIN.
AMD HE POBSM'T r
SEE ME.

e had just [T
made up his
mind that it =
\ was his d
that he must
turn back—
and very mis-
erable he felt
about 1t —
when he heard—

€ wondered whether
heé ought not, now he
had the magic ring, togo
back into the horrible,
horrible, tunnels and
leok for his friends,

,r - + -

I Wikl

I BROUGHT HIM,

ANP I PON'T BRING
THINGS THAT ARE OF NO
USE, EITHER YOU HELF ME TO
LOOK FOR HIM, OR T &0 ANDP

LEAVE %OU HERE TO GEBT OUT
OF THE MESS AS BEST
YouU CAN YOURSELVES,

AFTER ALL HE
IS MY FRIENP, AND BEEN WORE
NOT A BAP LITTLE TROUBLE

CHAP, T FEEL THAN USE
RESFONSIBLE FOR S0 FAR, IF

HiM. T WISH TO WE HAVE GOT
GOOPNESS YOu HAPD J TO GO BACK NOW
NOT LOST HiM. 1 INTO THOSE ABRD-

HAVE DROPPEP

SUPPENLY GRAB

BEHIND IN
THE PARK!'

1 SAY,

CAN YOU ASKT 308

BOCIES AND Hi
. ONE ANOTHER

- ._
4

WHATEVER
o YOU WANT
TO &0 ANP
FPROF HiM FOR, g

YOuU SHOUTEP 'FOLLOW
ME EVERYBOPY/' AND BEVERY-

SIVE THEM |

H"' You WL‘-‘HL

IE & GOBLIN HADP
YOUR LES FEDOM

- 3 MINABLE TUNNELS THEN WHY

' TO LOOK FOR PIPN'T YOUu _
HiM, THEN PICK HiMm up J
PRAT Him, AGAINT &Y

GOOr HEAVENS!

BOPY OUGHT TO HAVE FOLLOWEPR,
ANDP HERE WE ARE — WITHOUT |

THE BURGLAR, CONFUSTI~
CATE HiM !

EIGHTING AND BITIN
IN THE PARK, BVER.
L. BOPY FALLING OVED

B

|




HERE'S THE

hey wanted to
kinow all about
his adventures
atter the
him, and
them everyt hfng--
except about th
finding of the ring
ust now"”
ght).

less me, how they jumped!
Then they shouted with {
surprise and delight.

had lost
ilbo told

... 50 T TUMPED
OVER SOoLLUM ANDP
ESCAPED, AND RAN
POWN TO THE GATE,

hen Gandalf explained
how he had turned up
~ again: how in the flash

tis afact
that Bilbo's
reputstion warrt

—
|~  WE MUST BE
GETTING ON AT ONCE .
THE GOBLINS WILL BE OUT
AFTER US IN HUNDPREPS

o which killed the goblins WHEN NIGHT COMES ON.

up 8 very great

h t & ha
deal with the that were grabbirig him

THEY CAN SMELL OUR

he had nipped inside the FOOTSTEPS FOR HOURS

dwarves after

c.;uh.;thm-::l he folle ﬁd
atter the drivers a
prisoners right tothe edgely ®F W/-E55.ON BEFORE
all, and there
up the best magic ‘
he could in the shadows; '
Bl and how he knew all about

the backdoor, where Bilbo
lost his buttons.

POCGED 'EAM,
I GOT STUCK
IN THE POOR,
AND I LOST LOTS
OF BUTTONS, BUT
I SGUEEZED
THROUGH ALL
B\ RIGHT —AND
b HERE T AWM. 4

ave Bilbe

ndered if

Gandalf
a queeyr |

e hobbit wo
uessed =t the ps
18 tale that he
left out.

WwWiLL GUARDP
I'T POUBLY

ANP HOURS AFTER WE
HAVE PASSED, WE MUST

PLSK,
"y

O YES. You i
LOSE TRACK OF TIME
INSIPE GOBLIN TUNNELS.
TODAY'S THURSDAY, AND
IT WAS MONDPAY NIGHT OR
TUESDAY MORKNING THAT
WE WERP CAPTURELD. WE
ARE TOD FAR TO THE
‘ NMORTH, ANP HAVE SOME

AWKWARD COUNTRY
AHEAP, LET'S GET
oM/




N ihlg want on the shadows

deepened about them, Still
marched al as fast as

8, thel were able; and all the while

the forest-gloom
and the -5 antd:wr
. 5 WMUST WE

G0 ANY FURTHER S
MY TOES ARE ALL
BRUISEP AND BENT, AND
MY LESS ACHE, AMD
MY STOMALCH |5
WASGSING LIKE AN
EMPTY SACK,

g e,
an
of tha trees.

BE ALWAYS
CAREYING BURGLARS
ON MY BACK DOWM
TUNMELS AND UP
TREES! WHAT 0O

YOU THINK L AMZ 4

A PORTERZ

CAUGHT BY
WOLVES

HE'LL BE
EATENMN IF WE
PON'T PO SOME -

PE GUICK , Bl
AP GIVE




was a8 whole k of wlld wa
| wolves over 31:‘ '2?«1 d
Ipl ail lmund the t lud lﬂpiﬂg
eyes bl l:l'.l and
ﬁpnlu in the dresdful |
Bilbo did not unders t,
4, and I wm teil you what h.e heard.

med that a blin hlrlllﬂﬂ, no doubt, was the d
e m“%‘ _ E The Grans Soviln snd oif &
e e R STl e
w en
llllmg 'Hlﬂr' way Thte thet far i still Fulrrl:irlg
dnml trees and 4 .
Ermlﬁi vﬁmmm places to
live. Tga r%-.r had come to
mntth: n ‘g‘:nd the
gabri‘rr!

E'-F.HJ'ZM.M

in their

% hi’m%!ﬂi#

LT o
SHeTha
LA T

nd long before that, goblin soldiers until marn .

’ | ,A wouTd be coming d from the
mountsins; and géblins can climb

"_j"" trees, or cut them dowr,

ALL THIS
UPROAR IN
THE FOREYT iﬂﬂ.*m
TONIGHTZ could m:hlau-i:-l:lu
N commetion 8
the wulvtl

— 1{;5 A ﬂuy ﬂ-ﬂlﬂ e,

.'f'-\ TS
7 Nl .0 2,

r ARE THE /
SOBLIMS AT d
MISCHIEF IM
THE Woors<

wa you can under-
stand why Gan-
dalf, Hrtlrlf to their

_ r ; ) / Eh 74 - ’
: JIE!E ' int ’ - m'ﬁtmm f tm?lld "%'ﬁf:ﬁm-

.E'ﬂ! All-l:l-llnm' =i -2 N b could s 8 rabbit ml ﬂ#!
he wae Hﬂt«gﬂllig 2 : moving on the o summoned mnﬂtr
all N round a mile

g = s o
—— T light, d down Himdmfd




- 3 IT ISN'T
f BIRP-NEST
-} TIME, ALS

B NAUGHTY LITH
: i BOYS THAT F
} WIiTH FIRE &
s PUNISHEPR,
{ AWAY, LITTLE THER .

¥ il :
AWAY IF You -  FANNED
CAN! |

BIREDS! WHY
POM'T You

TREE AND FERY!
SKBIVEL AN Sropcy/
A FiIztine Tokep
TO LiSWTr TwE




oon they were high up in the s
sky, rising all the time., 3

t the best of times heigits
Bilbo giddy. So you can imagine {s
his head swam now. He shut his
eyes and wondered if he could hold
on any longer. Then he imagined
what would happen if he did net.
He felt sick.

'Bilbn was surprised to discover the wizard and the | VERY WELL.

) eagle-lord appeared to know one another slightly, TAKE US WHERE
and even to be on friendly terms. As a8 matter of fact AN AS FAR AS YOU
Gandalf had once rendered a service to the eagles and WILL WE ARE ALREADY

; ; et PEEPLY OBLIGED
healed their lord from an arrow-wound. TO You. BUT IN THE

MEANTIME WE ARE

ﬁlndlh’ was discussing plans with the Great Eagle for - Fnuﬁﬁ:rm
N/ setting them all down well on their journey across the e .
plains below. But the Lord of the Eagles would not take

them anywhere near where men lived.

=
THEY WOULP SHOOT AT
U WITH THEIR GREAT BOWS
OF YEW FOR THEY wWoULP
THINK WE WERE AFTER
THEIR SHEEP. ANP AT
OTHER TIMES THEY
WwWOULP BE RIGHT.
e~

brought up fuel
and rabbits and
NEARLY a small sheep.
PEAP OF Soon Bilba's
stomach was full,
and he siept

' .:IL:;IIJ u; on
GLADP TO CHEAT THE of K - hard rock
GOBLINS OF THEIR more sound|

vn flight ended only e B | SPORT, AND GLAP TO REPAY ‘4 than ever bé-
Just T time for _ %HEEWTI‘EFES ;ﬂﬁ‘rﬂgh EE:.:T FaT.d ft.ehid :ﬂd
i 4 ’ - - | T RISk = ¥ egnde e ad-
:1:1’;;:&;;:? nie PSSR\ SELVES FOR PWARVES venture of the

IN THE SOUTHWARP ] v
PLAINS, Hllf-y Mountains,




E‘ht next marnm? Eilbcr woke
up with the early sun in his

‘I: e time and togo and put his
kettle on—

ffﬂra Ec whnle the eagles= 13
saw the point they were mul-u
for. Cropping out of £he grﬂurld
Fight in the path of the stream
which looped itself about it was ¢
a great rock, almost a hill of
stone. Quickly now they swooped |
ong by one and set down their
passéngers.

MAY THE WINP

BEAR YOU WHERE
THE SUN SAILS
AND THE MOON
WAL K=,

es, He jumped up to look at ===

" < YOU NEEP NOT BE
FRIGHTEMNEP LIKE
A BABBIT. EVEN IF
YOU LOOK RATHER

LIKE ONE.

PON'T PI Hc

WHEREVER YOoUu
FARE, TILL Youg
EYRIES RECEIVE
YOU AT THE

UNPER YOUR WINGS |

—and found |
he was not
home at all.

‘Bnlba had to get ready

fora fres-h start, and

200n the mountains were

S falling back behind him
B intothe distance.

ITIS A
FAIR MORNING
WITH LITTLE WIND
WHAT |5 EINER |
THAN FLYINGT

FAREWELLS

JOURMEY'S
END

rﬁmd s0 they parted. And though the lord
of the eagles became in rFEnr days the
K"?:]g of All Birds and wore a golden r:.mwn

his fifteen chieftains dolden collars
(made of tha gold that the dwarves o
them), Bilbo never saw them a ﬂtn-gtcEp't
| high and far off in the battle #‘f Five
Armies. But as that comes in at the end of
this tale we will say no more about rt just now,




ﬂ::'-’.ws MEANT TO

T MAY T AM NOT A VERY
SBE YOU ALL SAFE, IF POSSIBLE LOOK IM GOING Tﬂ_rmﬁ- pr:tgr¢:ﬁn;¥5up: IEHHE"I'HE
OVER THE MOLINTAINS, AND NOW ON IT :m_aru SEEET&TI-;ET JRADE THE ¢ FI‘HE N THE »
d I [l —
-;uﬁﬂfnﬂtu; ?4::; Hpmf ﬂf |§E:3_ f-,-v;-n_- PROBABLY I CAN | I BELIEVE HE CALLS IT. HE
- BUT IN THE HELP YOU OuT CALLS THINGS LIKE THAT
MEANWHILE OF YOUR PRESENT | CARROCKS, AND THIS ONE
INPEED I HAVE SOME PLIGHT, ANP I IS THWE CARROCK BECAUSE
WE ARE NOW OTHER P NEED A LITTLE ITIS THE ONLY ONE NEAR
A &O0OP PBAL PRESSING & - b HELP mvﬁE:.F, HiS HOME AND HE
FURTHER FAST BUSINESS : = £ KNOWS IT WELL.
THAN I EVER TO ATTEND - = '
MEANT TO COME -. —

WITH YOu, FOR
AFTER ALLTHIS
15 WNOT MY

% ACVENTURE.

WE HAVE
NO FOOD, AND NO
BAGSASE AND NO
PONIES TO RIPE. BUT
THERE |16 SOMEBOPY
I KNOW OF, WHO LIVES
NOT FAR AWAY, WE
MUST GO AND FIND

You
MUST ALL

[M: ANP IE ALL BE VERY

GOING TO HIM; I POLITE WHEN

COME ALL GOES WELL AT OUR T INTRO-
THE WAY MEETING, I THINK DUCE YOU,

WITH T SHALL BE OFF,

HE CAM BE
L. —3

APPALLING
WHEN HE |5
ANGRY, THOUSH
HE I® KIND
ENOUGH IF
HUMORED.
STILL
I WARN YOU
HE GETS
ANGREY
EASILY,

iE 5oU MUST
KNOW MORE, HIS NAME
iS5 BEORN, HE IS VERY
STRONG, AND HE IS A
SKIN=-CHANGER.

SOOP GRACIOUS
HEAVENS, NO, NO, NO, NO/
il / PON'T BE A FOOL MISTER BAG-
GINS |F YOU CAN HELP IT HE

CHANGES M/S BKIN: SOMETIMES
HE IS A HUGE BLACK BEAR,
SOMETIMES HE IS A GREAT
STRONG BLACK-HAIRED
MAN WITH HUGE ARMS

ANE A GREAT BEARD.

WHAT, A FURRIER, A
MAN THAT CALLS RABBITS
CONIES, WHEN HE POESN'T
TURN THEIR SKINS INTO
SAUIRRELS T

AS A MAM HE
¥ KEEFPS CATTLE ANP
HORSES AND HIVES AND
] HIVES OF GREAT FIERCE
1 BEES, ANP LIVES MOST
O CEEAM AND HOMEY,
AS A BEAR HE
RANGES FAR
AND WIPE,

I CANMOT
TELL YOU MUCH
MORE, THOUGH THAT
QUGHT TO BE ENOUGH.
HE IS NOT THE SORT OF
| PERSOM TO ASK GUESTIONS
OF. AT ANY RATE HE |S
UNDER NO ENCHANT-
MENT BLUT HIS OWN,

THESE BEES
ARE SO BI&, |[F ONE
WAS TO STING ME T
SHOULD SWELL UP AS
Bid AGAIN AS T AM/

*1 GETTING NEAR, ) w.!
<, Y WE ARE ON THE

il 8 ECGE OF His BEE
PASTLURES.




you
HAD BETTER

WAIT HERE,
AND WHEN 1

COME
ON MISTER
BAGGINS.

THEY =
HAVE GONE
TO TELL HIM

THERE IS
CALL OR WHISTLE RE 1
BESIN TO COME A CATE
AETER ME—YOU
WILL SEE THE
WAY I GO0 — BUT
ONLY IN SMALL
GROUPS, MIND,
ABOUT FIVE
MINUTES
APART.

OF THE
ARRIVAL OF

STRAMGERS,
SOMEWHMERE

ROUND

HER
ARE! THEY
PON'T LOOK

I AM SANPALE,

THIS |15 MISTER
BAGGINS, A HOBBIT OF
GOOP FAMILY ANP UNIM-—
PEACHABLE REPUTATION.

T AM A WIZARP.

I HAVE HEARD
QF YU, IF ¥0U HAVE
NOT HEARD OF ME: BUT 3 YES; NOT
PERHAPS YOU HAVE HEARD - A BAD FELLOW
OF MY GOOD COUSIN RADA- AS WIZARPS 60, I
GAST WHO LIVES NEAR THE BELIEVE, T USED
SOUTHERN BORDERS TO SEE HIM NOW
OF MIRKWOOD Z AND AGAIN,

WELL, NOW
fﬂ:ﬂﬂw WHD viou
OR WHO you
SAY YOU ARE, WHAT

PO YOU WANT 2




WE WERE COMING OVER
THE MOUNTAINS ANDP TOOK REFUGE
IiN A CAVE. AS SOON AS WE WERE
ASLEEP GOBLINS APPEARED AND
GRAPBEP THE HOBBIT AND

OUR TROOP OF PON|ES — 2
TROOP OF ‘
= PONIEST WHAT

WERE YOuU —
A TRAVELLING
CIRCUSZ o
OR DO You
ALW.A"FS;‘ZALL

TO TELL YOu
THE TRUTH, WE HAVE
LOST OUE LUGGASE AND
NEARLY LOST OUR WAY, AND
ARE RATHER |IN NEEP OF
HELF: T MAY SAY WE HAVE
HAD RATHER A BAP TIME
WITH GOBLINS IN
THE MOLINTAINS,

GOBLINS S
WHAT PIP YOou
GO NEAR THEM
FORF

wWE PIp
NOT MEAM
TO. WE WERE
COMING —
IT 1% A
LONG
TALE.

THERE WERE MORE
AL/ THAN TWO PONIES, FORE
s"-. THERE WERE MORE THAM

N TWOOF US. I PIF NOT LIKE
il TO BOTHER YOU WITH A LOT
OF UE: UNTIL I FOUNP OUT
IF ¥OU WERE BUSY, T WILL
GIVE YOu A CALL, IF
I MAY,

THEMN YOU HAD
BETTER COME IMSIPE
AND TELL ME APOUT IT,
IE |IT WoON'T TAKE
ALL PAY.

WHERE WAS I3
: D YES—I wWAS NOT SRABBED/
I KILLEP A GOBLIM OR TWO WITH A
FLASH AND FOLLOWEP POWN INTO THE

MAIN HALL. T THOUGHT TO MYSELF,
3 WHAT CAM A POZEN PO
AGAINST SO0 MANYZ

¢ Gandalf went ort with the tale;
how Mister Paggins had been mis-
laid, and the hobkit's reappearance...

THESE ARE
NOT HOPBITS BUT
PWARVES, AND THIS
IS THE FIRST TIME
I'VE HEARD EISHT
CALLED A

4 ...their scramble in the
woods and their climbi
into the trees with gobfins
below yelling "Fifteen
birds in five fir-trees...

PON'T SEEM
) ALL TO HAVE

COME., 5

a

WELL, NOW
THERE ARE FIFTEEN
OF YoU ) AND SINCE GOBLINS
'1 CAN COUNT, HNOW PERHAPS WE

. CAN FINISH THIS STORY ]
WITHOUT ANY MORE
INTERRUPTIONS.

WERE BIFUR AND
BOFUR AS WELL. T
<" F HAVEN'T VENTUREF
N TO INTROPUCE THEM
: BEFORE, ANP HERE
THEY ARE.

ister Baggins saw |
then how clever

Gandalf had been. The
interruptions had
really made Beorn
more Tﬂerr;’tt::d inthe
story, a story
had"dylptt *I:n; from
se WBIVES
off J;gm like
suspicious begqars.

.\




IT IS TIME
FOR US TO SLESP,
Ll BUT NOT I THINK
: FOR BEORN. ‘

IN THIS HALL
WE CAN REST SOUND
AND SAFE, BUT I WARN YOU
ALL NOT TO FORGET WHAT
BEORN SAID BEFORE HE
LEFT US: YOu MUusT
NOT <

oUTSIDE
UNTIL
p THE <}

bk

= T T
e

WHERE |= .
LR HOST, ANP W
WHERE HAVE You
BEEN ALL PaAY
YOURSELFZ

I Wikl 3
ANSWER TH
SECOND
auu'rmi
FIRST —
BUT BLESS W
THIS 15 A SPu
PIP PLAZE Ex
SMOKE-TINE

L
b T HAVE BEEN 9 T
PICKING OUT BEAR-TRACKS, ESLLOWED
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN A REGL- X THOSE AS FAR |
LAR BEARS MEETING CUTSIDE HERE AS I COuLp. Tu
LAST NIGHT. I SOON SAW THAT BEORN WENT STRAIST
COULD NOT HAVE MAPE THEM ALL., OFF IN THE DIt
THERE WERE FAR TOO MANY OF THEM, TION OF THE Pk
ANP THEY WERE OF VARIOUS SIZES WOoOPrs, WHERE
TOO. THEY CAME FROM ALMOST HAD QUR PL
EVERY DIRECTION, EXCEPT FROM LITTLE PARTY Wt
THE MOUNTAINS, IN THAT THE WARGS THE
PIRECTION ONLY ONE SET NiGHT BEFORE |
OF FOOTPRINTS LED. . ' ;

I THINK I HAVE
NSWERED YOUR
FIRST QUESTION

TOO.




hobbit felt quite crushed,
and as there ed nothing
else to do he did go to bed: and
"while the dhwu;wr- ﬁm stiil q;_hn;
ing songs he dropped asleep.
he woke up when e eeise |
was asleep, and he heard the same

i
Snd droiing a8 bl Piing,
¢ ey | |

WHAT
SHALL WE 00
IF HE LEADPS ALL
THE WAKGS AND

SOBLINS POWN

HEREZ WE SHaALL
ALL BE CAUGHT
AND KILLED/

50 HERE voU
ALL ARE STILLS NOT
EATEM LIP BY WARSS OR
GOBLING OR WICKED BEARS
YET, T SEE. LITTLE BUNNY
15 GETTING NICE AND FAT
ASAIN ON BEBAD AND
HONEY. COME ANS
HAVE SOME MORE,

YOou HAD BETTER
&0 TO BED.
YOUR WITs ARE
HLEEPY,

: glg‘____
+
8|

q
i
1]
i

:
AR
i
5| [ig
£lles

“
R
=

ri-g_h-thﬂfntﬁ'ﬂn rw:tr T"d
up & mountains,
om the burnt wolf-glade he |
their was true; then he
't:rar‘arg ﬂndﬁ bﬁn wan-
in the woaods, m these
got news: the lirt
were still hurrfing with
for the dwarves "the .
Gublin was du&f, and a
ht soon be made to

e W

=

1518

.

1%

]
o
&
3

IT WAS A GOOP
STORY, THAT COF Youms,

FUT I LIKE ITSTILL PETTER
NOW T AM SLIRE |T IS TREUE, AS
TS, I HAVE HURRIED HOME AS

orn was :ﬂlﬁumm _-E-l.ﬂ: ..
oz i,
it wise
| i 4

FAST AS T COULD TO SEE THAT him their whole story and the rea-
YOU WERE SAFE, AND TO son of their journey, sothat they
OFFER YOU ANY HELP | et i‘l$|ll|:-~ he could

M THAT I CAN,

"4

I SHALL THINK
MORE KINPLY OF PWARVES
AETER THIS, KILLED THE
GREAT GOBLIN, KILLED
THE GREAT SOBLIN/

the most
%
§

20 WITH THE |

GOBLIN AND
THE

|
WARS <
4“_ 5

i3 is what he promised to do for them.

He would provide ponies for egach of them,
and 2 horse for Gandalf, and he would lade
tham with food to last them for weeks with
care.

ANDP NEVER
LEAVE THE FATH., THAT
YOuU MNLUST NOT PO, BOR
ANY REASON, THAT 18 ALL
THE APVICE I CAN &IVE YOu.
YOU MUST PEFPENDE OM wOUR
LULK AND YOUR COURASE
AND THE FOOD I SEND 5
WITH You, :

BUT YOUR WAY THREOUGH
MIEKWOOD |8 DARK AND DANGEROUS
ANP PIRRICULT, WATER |S NOT EASY TO
EINE. T WILL PROVIFE YOoU WITH SKINS EDR
CARRYING WATER, THERE |18 ONE STREAM
| THERE, I KNOW, BLAZK AND STRONS, WHICH
CROSSES THE PATH, THAT YOU SHOULD NEI-
THER PRINK OF, NOR BATHE IN® FOR T
HAVE HEARD THAT IT CARRIES ENCHANT-
MENT AND A GREAT PROWSINESS
ANP FORGETELULNESS.




AT THE GATE OF THE
FOREST I MUST ASK YOU TQ SEND
BACK MY HORSE ANP MY PONIES, BUT
I WISH YOUu ALL SPEEDP, ANP MY HOUSE |5
QOFPEN TO YOU, IF EVER YOU COMB
BACK THIS WAY ASAIN,

EVER AT voug
SERVICE, O MASTER
OF THE WIPE
WOOPEMN

e e g

gy Beorn's advice they were no longer making 'Fur'*thc -
; main forest- road to the south of his |and. “He had
warned them that that way was now often used by the

e
- - -

gobling, while the forest-road itself, he had heard was = . Ty
overgrown and disused at the eastern end and led +o e -
impassable marshes where the paths had long been lost, B ~ =
e - -y, - is egstarn opening had also ﬂlwaas been
) e L 02 : far to the south of the Lonely Moun-
. 0 (P tain, and would have left them 5till with

a long and difficult northward march
when ithey got to the other side.

>3

gmrn advised them to head

north; for at a place a few

days' ride due north of the
Carrock was the gate of 2
little - knowr pathway through
Mirkwood that led almost
straight towards the Lonely

*| Mountain.

' ‘Bu“: L should ride fast” Beorn
A=’ hod 68id, “for |f the goblins
make their raid soen ‘thlrl;j will
cross the river and scour all the
ggﬁs of the forest so as to cut you
., and Wargs run swiftter than
ponies. Be of f now as quick »s wou mayg'

T

. A# the light faded Bilbo thought he saw
the shadowy form of a great bear
prowling along in the same direction.
y But if he dared to mention it to Gan-
dalf, the wizard only said: “Hush!
Take no notice!”

‘;

'BH thlrﬂlmﬂ af.'taht_m fourth .
of ﬁ#ﬁkwmdﬁ, and were rast?n

| almost benesath the great over-

hanging boughs of its outer trees.

WELL, HERE |5 MIRKWOOD., THE
GREATEST OF THE FORESTS OF THE
NORTHERN WORLP. T HOPE YOU LIKE
THE LOOK OF IT. NOW YOU MUST

SEND PACK THESE EXCELLENT
. PONIES YOU HAVE BORROWED,

-
-

BEORN IS NOT AS FAR
OFF AS YOU SEEM TO THINK,
MISTER BAGGINS' EYES ARE SHARPER
THAN YOURS, IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN e
EACH NIGHT AFTER PARK A GREAT BEAR
COING ALONG WITH US OR SITTING FAR B
OFF IN THE MOON WATCHING OUR &

CAMPS. NOT ONLY TO GUARD yYOU : YOou po

AND GUIPE YOU, BUT TO KEEP AN Ly NOT GUESS

MUST
WE SEMDP
THEMW BACK
NOWT THERE
IS SO MUCH

TO CARRY, 4

EYE ON THE PONIES TOO, WHAT WOouLD
HAPPEN TO vOU,

IF YOU TRIEP TO
TAKE THEM INTD
THE FOREST,

-




o s

-
—
=
——
=
e

IT IS NO USE

YOou
PON'T
MENTION
SENPING
THE HORSE

PROMISE
THENZ

I wiLL LOOK
AFTER THAT. T AM
NOT SENPING THE
HORSE BACK, I AM
RIPING IT!

S0 CHEER
UP THORIM
AND

THIS |5
YOUR EXFEDITION
AFTER ALL, THINK
OF THE TEEASLETE
AT THE ENP.

THEN YOu
REALLY MEAN
TO LEAVE US
AETER ALLT

OUT BEFORE LONG.

ARGUING. T HAVE, AS T
TOLP YOU, SOME FRESSING BUSINESS
AWAY SOUTH, ANP T AM ALREAPY LATE
THROUSGH BOTHERING WITH YOoU PECPLE.
BUT I AM SENPING MISTER BPASGINSG WITH

BaCK,.
WHAT YOUu. I HAVE TOLP YOU BEFORE THAT
YOUR GUESS, ANP YOU WILL FIND THAT

S
A
94

WORRY, BEFORE
LONG T EXPECT WE
SHALL ALL WISH OUR

PACKS HEAVIER, WHEN
= THE FOOP BEQINS
=N TO RUN SHORT.

tm st %Hf they said good-bye
to their ponies who turned
their hesds for home. As th%m =
mtlﬂg Bilbo could have s
that a thing like & bear left the =
of the trees and sham-
off quickly after them. -
GOOP-BYE TO YOU ALL,
SO0P-BYE STRAIGHT THROUGH s
THE FOREST 15 YOUR WAY NOW. STIEK TO ; GooPr-
PON'T STRAY OFF THE TRACK'— —— THE FOREST BYE THEN,
IF YOU PO, IT IS A THOUSAND s TRACK, AND ANP REALLY
TOONE YOU WILL NEVER FINP #5 . WITH A TRE- GOOD-PYE!
I'T AGAIN ANP NEVER GET p & MEEIE%HE—
OUT OF MIRKWOOP: . fa
L AND THEN OF LUCK
W/ I PON'T SUPPOSE YOU #MAY
I. OR ANYOMNE COME QUT ONE
ELSE WILL EVER PAY AND SEE, _ ]
SEE YOu AGAIN, C HIGH IN THE EAST, e
\ THE LONELY MOuk-| i
TAIN WHERE Eot
youl PEAR OLP SMALG
MUST EBITHER LIVES, THOUGH VERY
GO THROUGH OR 1 HOPE ME IS COMFORTING -
SHIVE UP YouRr NOT EXPECT- YOou ARE TO
QUEST, ING You. BE SURE.
ﬁDﬂF-EvF! IF
' o BEFORE you COULD YOU WON'T COME
. / GET ROUNP MIRKWOOD WITH US, you
J Y IN THE NORTH You WouLp HAP PETTER
b BE RISHT AMONG THE SLOPES O&T OFF WITH-
OF THE GREY MOUNTAINS, AND OUL ANY BE 300P,
THEY ARE SIMPLY STIEE MORE TALK, TAKE CARE
] ' WITH GOBLINS, HOBGOBLINS, OF YouRr-
ifl o AND ORCS OF THE WORST illnllgl'l - L:'ﬂ
? {2 PESCRIPTION, "ﬂfm A ?
F
BEFORE vou
b / COULD GET ROLND IT

REALLY HAVE
O 60 THROUGH T
I MEAN, IS THERE

N3 WAY ROUNE 2

IN THE SOUTH, YOU WoauLD
QET INTO THE LAND OF THE
NECROMANCER: AND EVEN

YOU, BILBO, WON'T NEED

ME TO TELL YOU TALES
OF THAT BLACK
SORCERER.



=2on the light at the gate to the forest was as dark in the forest in the
was |ike a |ittie bright hole far behind

‘ _ ' morming 8s at night, and very secret.
and the quiet was so deep that their feet sad "8 sort of watching and waifing .
seemed 1o thump along while il the trees | 8" 38 feeling,” Bilbo said to himself.

leaned over them and |istened. : . ; .

T E

/]

e .
¢hnr¢ were black squirrels in the wood
and Bilbo caught glimpses of them

scuttling behind tree trunks. There were

queer noises too, grunts, scufflings, and

hurryings in the undergrowth; but what

made the noises even Bilbo's sharp inqui-
d not see .

Qi

E’h g was not long before they grew to hate |
cobweps stretched from tree to tree. There were e forest as heartily as they had hated
none across the path, but whether because some ma

[ Iﬂc the tunnels of the goblins, and it mmf to
kept it clear, or for what other rea ss.B8 offer even iess hope of any ending. they
= a

had to go on and on, long after they were sick
, for a sight of the sun and of the sky, and
T cnged for the feel of wind on their faces,

i

-

he nights were the worst. It then became pitch- 8 days followed days, and still the forest seemad §
dark —not what you call pitch-dark, but really ust the same, they began to get anxious, The &
pitch; so black that really could see Hﬂthlgg.l -hod" would not [ast forever: it was in fact already
Well, perhaps it is true to say that they could beginning to get low. They tried shooting at the
see nothing: they could see eyes, And the € equirrels, and they wasted many arrows g:furl they
that Biibo liked The least were horrible paié bul- managed to bring one down on the path. But when
Pous sort of eyes. “Insect eyes” he thought, “not

L | they roasted it, it proved horrible to taste, and
animal ayes, only they are much too big.” they shot no more sguirrels.

= e
£ 1
. - FE - ki i
P - y - - : - -
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y o L1
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I - .
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Ehlg were thirsty o
for they had none ta
much water, and n all £
time they had seen nelth
spring nor stream.

)

E f:

e A




CH]

nd their
oy, 1o i Pt oy

was black, or looked it in the

L -

AWAY PO YOu

THINK IT )
is=
ALL FAR, T
F SHOULDN'T THINK
ABOVE TWELVE
TWELVE

YARDS ' I SHOULP
HAVE THOUSHT IT WAS  \
THRTY AT LEAST, BUT My |
BYES DON'T SEE AS WELL |0
M THEY USED TO A HUN=- j
PLEP YEARS AGC, WE
m*r:ui:;? IT, AND WE /¥

PAREN'T TRY TO

WAPE OR SWIM.

f

was thair state when one day the
blocked by a runnif;’g —
and it” [ J ’Y
9 3

T

r emptied skin

wetking

hem

ADAINST THE

CAN ANY OF
YOou THREOW A ROPET
I PON'T BELIEVE THE
BOAT IS5 TIED, THOUGH OF

COURSE I CAN'T BE SURE IN
THI® LISHT, BUT IT LOOKS

TO ME AS |F IT WAS
4 UST PRAWN P
ON THE BANK,

FAR BANK/

%

g '||
he could

1 see the boat.

So the others

brought hima [
rope. and on

the end they

fastened cone

bout thel
™ abou r
te | shoulders,

thought of h

hﬂ'lrlg oy =

ow toc

NOW WHY
COULPN'T IT
HAVE BEEMW ON

THIS SIPE!

CAREFULLY!
IT I8 LYING ON
THE BOAT; LETS
HOPE THE HOOK

WILL CATEH,

waAs TIEP
AFTER
ALL.

PULL, MY LADS
iyl ANP A GOOP JOB
THAT QUE ESVE
WAS THE
STEOMGEH.




. I SHALL, ANp voOu . S
;S WILL COME WITH ME, AND P vou S
{ FILI AND BALIN, THAT'S AS MANY SHOULD NOT BE ."""-.
AS THE BOAT WILL HOLD AT A TIME. " S0 FAT. AS YOU ARE \
AFTER THAT KILI ANP OIN AND YOU MUST BE WiTH THE )
SLOIN AND ORI NEXT ORI LAST ANDP LIGHTEST BOAT-
AMD NORI, BIFUR AND BOFUR: LOAD. PON'T START GRLUM-
AND LAST PWALIN BLING AGAINST ORPERS, |/
AND BOMBUR. OR SOMETHING BAD /
WILL HAPPENTO ./
TM ALWAYS Yau., - it
LAST AND I PON'T S T—""f "'fr THERE
LIKE IT. IT'S SOME- ; ' j ARENT ANY OARS,
BOPY ELSE'S TURN | || HOW ARE YOU GOING
TOPAY, » : . a,-' | TC PUSH THE BOAT
: 4 V.  BACK TO THE
. FAR BANKZT

e

SFIVE ME
AMOTHER LENE
OF ROPE ANp
ANOTHER

HOOK,

GET M HOW,
AMP OME OF ¥OU HAUL oM THE
EOPE IVE THEOWMN |[NTO THE TFEE oN
THE OTHER SIPE. ONE OF THE OTHERS MUST
KEEF HOLP OF THE HOOK WE USED AT EIRST
AND WHEN WE AHF SAFE ON THE OTHER
SIPE HE CAN HOOK IT OM, AND YOLu
CAN PRAW THE BOAT BACK .

THU - BA ﬂi}é" | THE®E, - TP

HAS FEALLEN
N




wHY PIP I EVER

WAKE UP/ T WAS
HAVING SUCH BEAUTIFLL
CEEAMS, THEEE WAS A
WOOTLANDP KING WITH A
CROWHN OF LEBAVES, ANP

AF_ TR THERE WAS A MERRY / |
1 /

- scrap of 5!1-25-&;1% ANP T
PESCRIBE THE

THINGS THERE WERE |
To EAT ANP

NEEDP NOT
TEY. IM
FALT |E Yol
CAN'T TALK
ABOUT SOME -
THING ELSE,
YOou HAD
BETTER FE 28
SILENT.

SUITE ANMOYED
EMNOLIGH WITH
YOuU AS IT




- LOOKS AS |F
hare was nothi MY m{r‘ WERE COMI
now to be done ( oy T

TRUE, THERE MUST THINGS
| to tighten the belts ALy e

r TO EAT ANP PRINK THERE.
their empty sto- }

LET'S 50 SEE.
machs, and trudge |
along the track wrtl-r= -
nut any r‘ﬂt
d brl'nm tn ?E
ar: ey lay
| down and died a'i
| starvation,

WHAT WAS
THAT S I THOUGHT
I SAW A TWINKLE
OF LIGHT IN

THE FOREST,

Ehw argued about it backwards and ﬁ:lrumrds fora
while. In the end, in spite of warnings, hunges
decided them, because Bombur kept on dE*lf:rlbng i
the good thmgﬁ that were bei HI'I:IH,. according t
his dream, in the woodland 'I'en‘r;% S0 they all plung
irrto the famt

A FEAST WOULD BE
HO SO00D, IF WE NEVER
GOT BACK ALIVE FROM T,
GANDALF AND PEORN BOTH
WARNED US ABoUT
STRAYING FROM
THE PATH.

; BUT wWiITHoUT

A FEAST WE SHAN'T
REMAIN ALIVE MUcH
, LONGER ANYWAY,

Aftara deal of cmepmg and
¢ ckrawg th ered mundu
runks ere were ma
there, elvish- lookin mn@ Phﬁ:tpthl
_ mast‘;tﬂndnd sight afaif
rinking and

laughing rrlerr-iiu

MO RUSHING
FORWARDP' MO OME 15 TO
FTIR FROM HIFTING TILL T SAY.
I SHALL SEND MISTER BAGGINS
ALONE FIRST TO TALK TCO THEM.
THEY WON'T BE FRIGHTENED OF
HIM, AND ANY WAY T HOPE

THEY WON'T PO ANYTHING
NASTY TO HIM,

M A —

1
u; wert all the lights as T WAS HAVING

ic. Th were

efore he had time lost in @ completely lightless | _S4cH A LOVELY
to siipon his ring, [ dark and they cnurg not find p..'ff.,,ﬂ'm i"hﬁﬁ”f

B:th:r was pushed for- ohe ancther, not for a long GORGEOUS

ward imto tha full  time at any rate, and of cou PINNER.

blaze of the fire and | they had quite forgottenin |

. which direction the p.l-l:h lay.
aoop
BiLBO rs . | HEAVENS, HE
BASGINS, HOBPIT/ RS /| HAS GONE LIKE

YOouU PRATTED
HOBBIT/

AMD Mm

MUST HAVE
LIT SuUPPENLY
BY MAGIC. AW
HARK TO THF
HINSING AN
THE HARM







| on hls Fing. THII.'-

‘hL
&
A

pomahow the killing of the
giant spider, all alone

by Himself inthe dark with-
out the help of the wizard
or the dwarves or of an
else, made a great di
ence to Mister Bsaging,
He feit a different person,
'im miuch Jum:r;:ud belder
n spite of an em
stomach.

l-: along as cleverl
0% o) i e Sitped
Py'.H'l‘-
lethlrsaw nor

Fd him t:ammg

SHARFP STRUGBLE,
BUT WORTH IT. WHAT
NASTY THICK SKINS
THEY HAVE TO BE
SURE , BUT TLL WAGER

THERE IS G00P

JUICE INSIPE.

"l.
2

1
L .
GIVE vOou
A NAME
ANP I
SHALL
CALL

O

MHAE:T THEYLL ==

{E FINE EATIN

WHEN THEY'VE o ?
HUNG A BIT,

PON'T
HANG 'EM TOD
LONG. THEY'RE NOT
AS FAT AS THEY MIGHT
BE. BEEN FEEPING
NONE TDD WELL OF
LATE, I SHOULD
GUESS.

-

THEY RE
PEAP NOW,
'Ll
WARRANT.

fier that he set out to
éxplore. He made as
8 guéess as he could |
t the diraction from
which the cries for help
h:j come in the night —
@ t&. luck (he wa® born
share of it)
g: sed more or less
as you will see,

KIiLL 1:,“.. |
sAY, KILL 'EM
NOW ANP HANG
EM PEAP FDE

A WHILE.

THAT THEY ARE
NOT. I SAW ONE A-
STRUBGLING JUST NOW.
JUST COMING RDUND
AGAIN, T SHOULP SAY,
AFTER A BEEAUTIFLL
SLEEP. T'LL SHDW
YOl .




—

.-'/ YOU WERE \
AUITE RIGHT.
THE MEAT'S §
ALIVE ANP

KICKING!




oLD FAT SPIPER
J;'II".'H.-'."l"l'-"'Irl'j in A -._'EEEI
T oLP FAT SPICER
CANT SEE ME ]
ATTERCOP ! ATTERCOP!
WON'T YOu Stap
STOF YOUR SPNNIN G
AND LOOK AT ME S

ToMA OO DY,
ALl Bid Bopy,
aLD TOMNODDY
LA T S0y ME [
ATTERCOP! ATTERCOPL!
Pl Yo' BEne
Youll MEVER cCATEN VIE
UP YouR TREE '

Nvﬁ w?gm rhaps, but
then Jou ggrtm J
thet he had t';u make it s'
self, on the spur of a '
ward momert, Tt did he |

he spiders made for his } s s , : : B it e
N h":f:!m:k-ﬁ; than =T T o .a u{ | F KT — . . o
& = i were ] e W I#t M B I i -
frightfully ungryjmg apart ||y uhﬂm came -f him .ﬂg the [~ Ilt: Enﬂmiﬁﬂ. ]
+f"°‘" the stones no spider i the until P were disgusted and came back
has ever liked beingcalled )| 4 along the ground and ilbe had | 1o thei |
Attercop, and Tomnoddy of ﬂﬁm hairy a5 fareshe |
course is insulting to any- legs waving, nippers dared. Then : i
bod = -y — al_nd spinners P;_F- | quieter than | : them — ~
/ Gull of Fron and” W | oure ek, 2

warvées were better
Fili, and some YOU, YOU NASTY
were worse, .. LITTLE CREATURE!

?,nd there were stiil : ﬁ wu.i EAT ﬂ*ﬂuu
dwa n J i LEAVE YUUR
 mt the end of theo 2 fIR\ BONES ANy SKin

HANGING DN

UGH! HE'S _
GOT A Eﬂﬁﬁ HAS \ g
HE ! WELL, WE'LL
GET HiM ALL THE
SAME, AND THEN
WE'LL HANG HIM
HEAD POWNWARPS

FOR A PAY
OR TWD.




WHERE
HAS MISTER
BAGGINS

GONE F

r’ : i
i

AT g
Jr |

i

-

T COM'T KMOW.
BUT HURRY AND DO AS
HE SAI OF WE SHALL
ALL BE NETTED.

F'ﬁ 'l'

LAZY LO@ AND CRAZY LOB
ARE WEAVING WESS TD
Winp ME.

I AM EAR MORE SWEET
THAN OTHER MEAT
BuUT STILL THNEY CANNST
Einp ME,

/

-, k%
” &

KEEP
"‘1 h-”'llEF”ﬁ!l
ANU WELL
FIKE YO . ..

POWN! COME
POWN! I AM
SGOING TO

PISAPPEAR,

I SHALL PRAW THE
SPIPERS OFF IF I CAN' AND

YOU MUST KEEP TOGETHER ANP
MAKE /N THE OPPOSITE PIRECTION.
T THE LEFT THERE, THAT |15 MOEE
OR LESES THE WAY T:JWAHES THE
PLACE WHERE WE LAST
4w THE ELF-FIRES.

nd he did. He hacked
'HI!P‘ .a8nd stab-

badthmrf bodies if

he dwarves soon bugnn-ta ~

ask questions. Th';%lhud "ﬁh

1o tuaw*ullvan -

GO oW/ GO ONY Y
T Wikl PO THE

ESOLLUM S
WELL 'V BLEST.

i came too near The il | business ca exp I:u \ NOW T KNOW/
STINGING, s ers swilul wH:h and the findin thc r*irrq (R BUTTONS ALL OVER
- and spl tﬂ THE DOORSTEP/
Ehd P:g*mthld,llﬂ hissed  that for & whilt j 000P OLE BILBO™
'f out hal-*hrbtu curses; their own truublﬁ. B 'Eg':'_-_ EE-_
- m =3

the truth about the
\Flm hing did not lessen
ir opinion of Bilbo at all;
{ - ts, i
some wits, as ue
' and & meqic ring — and all
three are very useful

wﬂuld their lrlwl:l
U awsy. Just when afruu felt
that he could n it his hand ‘Fw."‘?t“
stroke more, the spiders suddenly gave

up. and followed them no more, but went
back disappointed to their dark colony.

L



was a terrib -shﬂ;k. Of :auTr-u
theras were ::m y thirteen of them,
Ive dwarves and ¢ it.

1 4
3

n i
falling like into sleep, as -
ped ko the Ii 'aftﬂm b g

WHERE |5
THORIN =

nds
heard.
corme oo i, o
carried him away.

‘s cave was his paisce,
.:;[gf his treasure,
h m-ﬂ.iﬂﬂ "

@ﬂhﬂquﬂnﬂg Thorin was angry at their |
treatment of him. when they took their |
spell off him and he came to his senses; )y
and also he was determined that moword {
of gold or jewels should be dragged out of him,




n- ﬂ-.'#‘fﬂlir,‘;ff'- " '
wWHY oID
You ANDP YOUR
FOLK TWICE TRY T@
ATTACKE MY PECPLE
AT THEIR MERRY-
MAKING 7

NOT ATTACK
THEM. WE CAME
A TO BEG, BECAUSE

: a v
STARVING. , WHERE ARE

YEUR FRIENCS
NOW, ANP WHAT
ARE THEY 1
COING =

L KMNOW, BUT I
o | EXPECLT STARVING
— IN THE

WEHRE YOou
POIMG IM THE
FORESTZ

LOOKING
FOR FOOP
AND PRINK,
BECAUSE
WwE WERE

STARVING. £ = f-LE-"-* ¥y .
B BUT WHAT

BROUGHT woau
iNTDO THE FOREST R
AT ALLT

n%;; du poor Thorin
r ; ? Ei lay; and after he had got over his
raxe vk QO BN (et e o e e had .
I 1 | water, he W
AND KEEF HiM SAFE, b e | mt;; of hiigﬂ:'{'ﬂuﬂltl friends. [t ¢

UNTIL HE FEELS INCLINED :
TO TELL THE TRUTH, x| was not very long before he discovered.

EVEN IF HE WAITS ' ' s
A HUNDRED < . v g




heday after the battie with the spiders
Bilbo and the dwarves made one lagt |5
jdespairing effort to Eﬁ: ;I r‘-l;‘ltg out before

they died of h a They got
HF.IHM sta MH in the dimﬁﬁnniir ich
e

t

ght out of the thirteen of them guessed
[ to be the one in which the path lay; but
they never found out if ¢

e -
—

were right.

here was no thought of a

fight. Even if the dwarves
had not been in such a state
that they were actually glad
to be red, their small
krivés, the only wea they
had, would hava been of no use
8gainst the arrows of the elves
that could hit a bird's eye in
the dark.

pped quickly to
y the elves never
the hopbit.

g
0
8
bl
[

I¥

ach dwarf was blindfolded,
but that did not make much
differance, for even Bilbo with
the use of his eyes could not !
see where they were going,
| and neither he'nor the others
knew where they had started
from anyway.

A:mﬂ the bridge that led
to the king's doors the
elves thrust ir dprim.
but Bilbo hesitated in the
rear, He only made up his
mind not to desert his
friends just in time to

le over at the heels
of the |ast elves, before
the great 5 of the
king closed behind them
W ] -

| NEEP NO ROFPEA

IN HERE. THERE
& ND

’ ESCAPE
; FROM MY MASIC
POORS FOR THOSE
WHC ARE ONCE
BROUGHT
INSIPE.

IT IS A
CRIME TO WANPER
IN MY HEALM, WITHOUT

JF I
: |
J / LEAVE, USING THE ROAD |
._*f:.-.‘; THAT MY PEOPLE MADE, Dip
= .

HAVE WE
PONE. O KINGT
IS ITA CRIME

TO BE LOST IN
THE FOREET TO
BE HUNARY

ll.-:f._-l
. YOU NOT PURSLE AND TROUSS
MY PECPLE IN THE EOREST

AND AND ROUSE THE SPIDERS |
THIRSTY WITH YOoUR 10T AND
TO BE CLAMOUR T
TRAPFED BY

SFPIPERS2 ARE
THE SPIPERS
YOUR TAME
BEASTS OR YOUR
FPETS, IF M LL NG
THEM MAKES
YOu ANARY S

4

AFTER ALL THE
PISTURBANCE YOU HAVE MADE T
HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT BRINGS
YOU HERE, AND IE YOU WILL NOT TELL ME
NOW, I WILL KEEP YOU ALL IN PRISON. IN
SEPARATE CELLS, UNTIL vOU HAVE

LEARVMED SENSE AND MANNERS/




| | TNoor Mister Paggins—

it was a weary

in that place all alone,
and always in hiding,

5 never daring to ‘uivi

| off nis ring, herdiy
daring to Sleep, even

N tuckeéd away in the

| darkest and remotest
corngrs he could find.
For something to do he
took to wandering
about the Elvenking's
palace.

: 3 A
=g 3 51

long time that he (ived

= |

I AWM LIKE
A PURGLAR THAT THE PREARIEST
CAN'T GET AWAY, AMD PULLEST
BUT MUST &C oM PART OF ALL
MISERABLY BURGLING THIS WRETCHED

THIS IS

n ‘I ventually, sfter & week or two im
| Iy of this sneaking sort of life, B
by watching and following the
gunrd-!. ne Hﬂﬂlgﬂd to find out Thorin's message to each af the

‘Ehnr;n had a long whispered talk
with the hobbit, and so it was

to learn that there was
another dwarf in prison too, |4
in a'specially deep dark place.

.
WISH
I WAS BAZK
IN MY HOBBEIT=
HOLE BY My OwnN
WARA FIEESIDE
WITH THE LAMP
SHIMING,

r also in prison ciose at hand, and
that no one was to reveal their

errand to the king, not yet, not
before Thorin gave the word.

e often wished,
too, that he
could hﬂ imrs;t

eip s&
#i:e}u wi::rzl, but
that of course was
quite impossible;
#nd he soon realized
that [f anything
wis to be done, it
would have to be
dﬂﬂlibu Miitnl' 4
Hqg ns, alone an
unaided,

T{e quessed at

once, of
course, that §
I that was Thorin; §

o e e found
: while he fou
’__‘? that his guess

was right.

F’ur Thorin had taken heart again —urtil in fact the remarkable Biibﬂ, however, did not feel &
hearing how the hobbit had res- Mister Inwsible Baggins (of so hopeful as they did. ’.
cued his companions from the spiders, whom he began to have a very He sat and thought and

and was determined not to ransom high opinion indeed) had thought, until his head

himself with promises to the king of altogether failed to think of rieariy burst, but no bright

ashare in the treasure, until al something clever. | idea would come. One invis-

hope of escaping in any other way . - 7 ible ring was a very fine

had disappeared — thing, but it was not much

L} good among Tourteen,

he other

dwarves
quite ﬂgr‘Eid
when they

got the
message.
>

ut of course, as ?ou nave guessed
he did rescue his friends in the
end, and this is how it happened.

=

THE SAME HOUSE FIRESOME, where each dwarf was kept. other imprisoned dwarves, tellin
Doy AFTER L‘:Ef%"ﬂ:’ﬁé;?‘ E Ml What was his surprise one day them that Thorin their chief w&&g

that Bilbo was able to take secretiy




@nq day, nosing and wandering about,
" Bilbo discovered a very intéresting
thing: the great aates were not the

only entrance to the caves.

-

Bu‘i: at one point where the stream
ssed under the caves the
root had been cut away and covered
with gréat caken trap . These
opened upwards into the king's cel-
el VW lars, where wing, 8and other goods,
= were brought in barrels from far
l . . away, from their kinsfolk in the
: . . South, or from the vineyards of
Men in distant lands.

siream flowed under
part of the lowest
regions of the palace, and
Joined tha Forest Kiver
y some way further to the
enst. Where this under-
round watercourse came |
h from the hillside \
tmrgr::s; water- . o
a m it a portcullis -
could be dropped right A
ﬁ the bed of the river
prevert anyone com
inorout thﬂtguuug. 2

o

hen the barrels were empty the elves cast
hem through the trapdoors, opened the
water-gate, and out the barrels fiosted on

o

the stream, bobbing along, until they were ) - A -*:‘:' ¥ o -r:h., . 1
carried by the current to a piace far down R i ——

the river near to the very eastern e of : —a town of Men, built ¢
Mirkwood. There they were coilec and : i " brnzgeﬂ far into the wate
t‘ﬁ together and floated back to - S asdp tion against

enemies ot all and
ﬁ especially against the
dragon of the Mourntain,
I

or some time Bilbo sat and

thought about tnis water-
gute, and wondered if it could be —
used for the escape of his
friands, and at (ast he had the
desperate beginnings of a plan.

WOW COME WITH 4
ME AND TASTE THE NEW
WINE THAT HAS JTUST
COME IN, T SHALL PE

HARP AT WORK

TONIGHT CLEARING

THE CELLARS OF

] THE EMPTY WOOPD

SO LET US HAVE A

PRINK FIRST To
HELF THE

""'P VERY GOOP. I'LL :
' TASTE WITH YOU, AND %,

S5EEF IF IT (S EIT EOZ THE
KING'S TABLE, THERE S 4
FEAST TOMIGHT AND IT
WOLILE NOT Do T SEND
WP POOR STUFF!

E.n:h. of an unusual Kind was with Bilbo
then. It must be potenl wine to make
a wood -elf drowsy; but this wine, i1
would seem, was the heady vintage of Lhe
great gardens of Dorwinion, not meant
for his soldiers or his
servamts, but Tor the
king's feasts only, and for
smaller bowls, not for the
butier's
reat




Tkl

?irst Bilbo unlocked Balins door, hen off he went from door to B&Ihu saw that the time had
and locked it again carefully as door, until his {-nlluwing had come to expldin his idea as |
soon as the dwarf was outside. grown to twelve. At last aTter far as he woula: but hae did not
L . | | much blundering they came to feel at all sure how the dwarves
YOU MUST FOLLOW ME | Thorin's dungeon, far down ina would take it, His fears were
3 3;; o ;‘5 Tﬂ:—f] fgjgpfn;?. deep place and fortunstely rot quite justified, for they did not
CHANCE. 1B THIS 18 Eoune ouT || T8t Trom the cellsrs. e it a bit, R
GOODNESS KNOWS WHERE THE UPON MY WORD. GANDALF NE SHALL BE BRUISED AND N

KING WILL PUT YOU NEXT.
CON'T ARGUE, THERES
A SOO0 FELLOWS

[ BATTERED TO PIECES, AND DROWNED
100, FOR CERTAIN:

e ———

SPOKE TRUE, AS USUAL . 4

PEETTY FINE BURGLARE »YyOU
MAKE, IT SEEMS;, WHEN
THE TIME COMES,

k.

WE THOUGHT vOou HAD oy
HOT SOME SENS|IBLE NOTION
WHEN Y0U MANAGED TO
SET HOLP OF THE KEYS,

1 AM SURE
! wE ARE ALL FOR
i EVER AT YOUR SERVICE
WHATEVER HAPPENS
AFTER THIS, BUT

WHAT COMES

VERY WELL'
LCOME ALONG BACK TO
YOUR NICE CELLS, ANP I

WiLL LOCK YOU ALL \N AdalMN
AND YOU CANSIT THERE COMFOR-
TABLY AND THINK OF A BETTER

PLAN =— BUT I FON'T SUPFOSE
I SHALL EVER SET HOLD OF
THE KEYS ASAIN, EVENM IF
I FEEL INCLINED
TO TRY.

THAT WiLL FAVE HIM SOME
OF THE TROUBLE HE i% |N FOR.
HE WASN'T 4 BAP FELLOW ANP QUITE
PECEMNT TO THE PRISONERS,. 1T WiLL
PUEZLE THEM ALL TOD, THEY Wikl
THINK WE HAP & VERY STRONG
MAGBIE TO PASS THEOUGH ALL
THOSE LOCKED POORS
ANEP DISAPPEAR,

hat was
: too much
for them, and
they calmed
dowr, S0 fol-
lowing the
hobbit, down
into the low-
est cellars
they crept...

-
-

' ..,h.u-l: Ei".]':hl paﬁe&h
the snoring gHu.urﬂ, E'rihﬁ? :
stole in and Kindheartediy
Fg;tﬂ‘tﬂ keys back on his

wE HAVE
0T TO GET
| BUSY VERY AUICK,
IF THAT 1§ TO
HAPPEN .

a5



i the stream.

hey soon found

thirteen with
Fap room enough for a

2 dwarf in each.

WHERE'S OLD GALION,
THE BUTLERT I HAVEN'T
SEEN HIM AT THE TABLES
TONISHT, HE OUGHT TO BE
HERE MHOW TO SHOW US
WHAT IS TO BE DPONE .

I SHALL BE ANGRY =
IE THE OLD SLOWCOACH 15 |
LATE., I HAVE NO WIisSH TO
WASTE TIME POWN HERE
WHILE THE SONG 185 UP/

HA, HA, HERE'S THE

QLD VILLAIM WiITH HIS HEAD )

s

N A JUG' HE'S BEEN HAVING
ALITTLE FEAST ALL TO HiM=—
SELF ANP HIS FRIEND

THE CAPTAIN.

e

SHAKE
HiM,! WAKE K
: HiAdf

here was |ittle time to lose. Pefore '
long. as Biibo knew, some elves were B
under orders to come dowr and help the
butler g:t the empty barreis through

appies, and ail sorts of thin

,ome of them were wine-barrels, and these were not
much use, as they could not easily be opened at i
the end without a deal of noise, nor could they easily
| D¢ Secured again. But among them were several others
which had been used for bringing other stuffs, butter,
gs. 1o the king's palace.

in @s cosily
ina shortt

B

uss abo

his lid was o

A \ul e =T

Biu:n did his best to find straw
and other stuff to pack them

lin, who came last, made a
s8id he was stifling, even before

b

i —

VAR
';/:’:.?‘ *-n-n |

as could be managed

ut his air-holes a

n_'ii"E_ "=t:g—

sl = =

YOU'RE ALL __ SMALL F VERY WELL,
LATE,. HERE AM T Y WONPER, WHEN VERY WELL! ON YOuR

WAITING ANP WAITING W THE EXPLANATION STANDPS

POWN HERE, WHILE vYou Y

FELLOWS DRINK ANP MAKE

MERRY AND FORGET YOUR

TASKS. SMALL WONDER
IF 1T FALL ASLEEP

FROM WEARINESS'

CLOSE AT HAND IN

SAVE L&
GALION! YOU BESAN

YOUR FEASTING EARLY
AMP MUPPLED YOUR WITS'
YU HAVE STACKED SOME

FULL CASKS HERE INSTEAD
OF THE EMPTY ONES. |F
THERE |S AMYTHIMNS
N WEIGHT,

WITH THE WORK'
THEEE IS NOTHING IN
THE FEELING OF WEISHT
IN AN IPLE TOSS-DOT'S
ATWS, THESE ARE THE
ONES TO GO ANP NO
OTHERS, Do AS
I SAY/

HEAP BE IT, IF THE KINGS
FULL BUTTERTUES AND S
BEST WINE IS PUSHED INT}
THE RIVER FOR THE LAKE
MEN TO FEAST ON EOR 1
NOTHING/

-

B
e
“ay, 1 01

< l

G

Roli= oLl = BOLL = Fall,
JoLl = BoLl - b
RoLlinid Downd THE woigl |
HEAVE HO! SPLASH Pronsl|
by COWN THEY Go,
DowWN THEY Buvp! 4

Y




e R :
was just at this moment that Erlbr.:r}
sudden|

y discovered the weak point

his plan. Most likely saw it some
time 9o and have been laughing at
him; but 1 don't suppose you would have
done half as well yourselves in his place.
Of course fr@ was not in a barrel him-
L.rr, nor was there anyone to pack him
.even if there had been a chance!

s

B s

r ow the very last barrel
' was being rolled to the

doors! In despair and not

knowing what else todo,

poor liftle Bilbo caught

™ hold of it and was pushed

Bl over the edge with it.

e came up

nis efforts

He was in the dark tunnel, Tloat)
water, all along —for

friends thet

R e e e

he could not scramble on top.

i
you cunmtr-l:qmmtﬂ:t

are all packed up in barrels,

e heard the creak of the water-gate
hauled up, and he found that he was in the

being

midst of a bobbing and bumping mass of casks

and tubs all
the

THE LIS oM
TIGHT
ENOUGH,

reﬁin% t
|\

her 1o pass under
-I:h-__apa-t stream,

arch and get ou

il

fNilbo took the opportunity of | [T
L) scrambling up the side of
'his barrel while it was held |
steady against another. Up he
s h"“ T‘:P drowned r::’:h"d
on the spread o
isep the balonce as best he

grd A

o
breeze was cold but
N better than the water,
‘and he hoped he would not
suddenly roll of f again when
they started off once more.

uckily he was very
light, and the bar-
rel was a good big |
4 one and being ¥
leaky had now ship-
ped a small amount
of water. All the
:.umn I?t:'a’dik"t
ry ride, with-
nuthi:?*idll or stir-
rups, @ round-bellied

pon
thin

L

that was always
ing of rolling

r this way at last Mister
gqins came toa place
] where the trees oneither |8
1 hand grew thinner. The
i dark river opened suddenly
wide, and there it was
joined to the main water
| of the Forest River flow-
ing dowrt in haste from the
L] king's great doors,

—

Em were people on the
S i e i
u
all t tq b Hpu er into
the shallows, and when they

had cournted them they
roped them ther and
€ morring.
Y

i .r"'"—F




= E & AF -z
Tl T 1B S ] (et et ot | | LSS e o
now, He sl rFom ms A it hare is no I won, bu [ [

ashore. He nuF onger thought twice about Egnu miich of his adven- the woods. The rest of the ni ht
PicKing Up @ Supper uninvited if he got the tures that night, for now |

oor dwarves' Bilbo was not

| _ he had to pass wet as he was and
chance, he had been obliged to do it for so | | we are drawi f near the Tar from a fire, and he actual
long, and he knew only too well what it was end of the eastward jour- dozed a little on some dry lea S, |
to Be really hungry. ney and coming to the last I] even though the ”gaar was getting
: ; = and greatest adventure, Iste and the air was chilly.
50 we must hurry on. i '

f course helped by his magic (SR

ring he got on ve well at
ﬁr:t,gbut ?II!'.‘ was i;Hen away in

the end by his foo'bﬁ'tfm
and the trail of drippings that

he left wherever he went or sat;
and also he begon tosniveland |
he was found out by the terrific
explosions of his suppressed
Sneezes,

=

S0 he had caught aqlim
A of a fire -thur%h.nﬂ‘g- t‘:ﬁs,
and that appesled to him with
his dripping and r.
clothes clinging to him
cold and clammij,

—
H

| : o 7 l ’ ; | —_——
e sai @ e awocke again with a specially [ ' hey were making up a raft of
. l "!_l ; loud 5@!23'.-&. it was alreadgj : E‘ba%rzls tos dgm-r the
& 18 grey morming, and there was a
el Sy

: stream to Lake-Town. Bilbo
merry racket down by the river. H 8 scrambled down a8s fast as his
1 Y 2 stiff legs would take him and
. ! = i managed just intime togeton |

mass of casks without

being noticed in the general
bustie.

HEAVY Loar' THEY
FLOAT TOO PEEP—SOME
OF THESE ARE NEVER EMPTY,
IF THEY HAD COME ASHORE
IHNTHE PAYLIGHT, WE MIGHT

HAVE HAPR & LOOK

T

Aﬂd off they wert at last,
siowly at™first and then |
quicker and quicker as they
[ caught 'J:,T_e main f-*téearn A ’ =
went saling awdy down, -
: i f hey had escaped the dun-
dowr 'L'ﬂ rda the Lake LR E g&mﬁ of the i-:inq and were
— — - : = = Lhrough the wood, bit whether
- . alive or dead still remains to
be seen, =




—— —_—— e =S

Ehﬂ dlE‘gr‘l hght-::“g w.lrmﬂr —

F fell

[ g senk; t.—.uinl".ﬁ
fter a while the river rounded \
4 sieep shou'der of land :
that came down upon their left. . hen Bilbo saw
Under its rocky fﬂt‘ like an a sight:
!'HJ'IH:'I clif -Hur deepest stream
had fiowad lspping ahd bubbling -

ar away, its dark head in a torn

cloud, 'I;here loomed the Mﬂuntaml :
Its nearest neig hbﬂ? te the North- @h& Lme. Mourtain! Bilbe had
East and the tumbled land that joined come fdr and th h man
it to them .::auld not be seen. All alone adventures taﬁee it, arid now He did

it rauf lmk.gd Across the marshes not like the loek of it in the least.
to the forgst




'Drjtﬁﬂ;t 25 had been Bilbo's
imprisonment and unpl
sant as was his position (to
_ug nothing of the poor dwa
!

rves
he barrels underneath hum)

n
ill, he had beén more |ucky

n ha had guessed.

hose lands had changed
much since the dayd when
rvés dwelt in the M=
tain. Grest floods and rains
asioler S weies s
wed east. m a
d w‘ and
wider on either side.

A'Ee

Eht elf-road which the dwarves
had -I‘pﬂawgd rnow came toa
doubtful and Iittle used end at
the easten @ the forest;

of
only the river offered any |
ot s h o pvs b Jongor
Mirkwood n the North to the
| mountain-shadowed plains beyc

5"5%?#.’%‘5,‘1:%%?‘5;' SR
bo

oy
di know it.

while, Howsver, the river
k & more Eﬂu‘ﬂ’ﬂl’iﬂ -:nuiru
L Hl

and the Mourtain reced

TELEe L

EEE g TR
1 3 N

=

Il hg knew was that the river
seemed to go on and on and

onfor ever, and he was hungry,
a 34 8 nasty cold in the nose,
and did net like the way the
Mountdain seemed to frown st
him and threaten him as it drew
ever nesrer.

i il % Y - 'l N =a ] gtk
xuan Tl Tl Ités . DUt tTh
eEet S Pt B T iR tntaeet Rl s
- _ F-fa -

T
=




i

p
.
- |
i
|

3
i Hfl‘r! i
.

WELL, ARE YOU ALIVE OK
ARE YOU PEAC T IF YOU WANT FOOD,
AND IE YOl WANT TO OO0 ON WITH THIS
SILLY APDVENTURE — IT'S YOURS AFTER
ALL ANP NOT MINE — YOU HAP BETTER
SLAP YOUR ARMS AND RUBS YOUR LEGS |
ANDP TRY ANP HELF ME GET THE
OTHERS OUT WHILE THERE
i* A CHANCE!

I HOPE I
NEVER SMELL THE
SMELL OF APPLES AGAIN/
MY TUB WAS FULL OF IT! TO
SMELL APPLES EVERLASTINGLY
WHEN YOU CAN SCARCELY MOVE
AND ARE COLD AND SICK WITH
HUNGER IS MAPPENING. I
COULD BEAT ANYTHING IN
THE WIDE WORLD NOW, "
FOR HOURS ON END— ;
BUT NOT AN AFPPLE ,f ,:"’ '.




—

WELL . HERE WE ARE/ “; couid,of _— e

AND T SUPPOSE WE OUGHT TO 9 WHO ARE
THANK OUR LUCKY STARS AND MISTER - : YOU ANP WHAT
BAGGINS, 1 AM SURE HE HAS A RIGHT TO - LA PO YOU WANT

EXPECT IT, THOUGH I WISH HE COULD HAVE shore r 2

ARRANGED A MORE COMFORTABLE JOURNEY, |The ﬁul't = : :

STILL — ALL VERY MLUCH AT YOUR SERVICE . j

ONCE MORE, MISTER BAGGINS. NO DOUBT = 5 f J
WE SHALL FEEL PROPERLY ORATEFUL were rds ﬂ- t
WHEN WE ARE FEC AND . ﬁ - - A
RECOVEREP. = £ b=
iIN J’HE x :
MEANWHILE, T SUGGEST A ;
WHAT NEXTZ LAKE TOWN, aﬂ had hllﬂ inh} !
WHAT ELSE IS5 L'lll n t _
THERE S s 1 ;.
- f#nt e L™ '
% f i ] !'Ir
= unpldk ngurf
J/ 5 |
- = yu
=:-!.:‘
=i i
g ’ : I = .._.. "
. /; ' J : . gy 2 y THORIN SON .
/ 3 = 1/ OF THRAIN SON OF

¥ THEDE KING UNPER
J ; THE MOUNTAIN! I
e ; HAVE COME BACK.
. = I WISH TO SEE THFE
5 MASTER OF vyoum
TOWN/

hare was tremen- .
dous excitement. (il
Somg of the meore ;

foolish ran out of
the hut as if they
expected the Mnun-
um tﬂ,ﬂ olden
II"I thi - zlrl-ﬂ
all th 'l:itr!
the I:ke_ to turn
yellow right away.

!ﬂ"l

IF You

COME IN FEACE

L&Y POWN YOUR
ARMS!/

THE SONMNS
OF MY FATHER'S
PAUCHTER, FILI AND

\‘__\ ! | KILI OF THE RACE OF

]

PURIN, AN MISTER :
HA&CIME WHO HAS TRA- \ _# I

VELLED WiTH LS oUT
OF THE WEST.

WE HAVE n.ra -

nd it was NEEDP OF WEAPONS, THEN ALL THE MORE
frug enotigh;| WHO RETURN AT T" REASON FOR TAKING LS TO
Shair Kniv LAST TO OUR OWN ‘ HIM. WE ARE WORN AND FAM:
K ISHEC AFTER OUR LONG ROAD |
: “"’ b"“ takén| Nom couLP WE AND WE HAVE SICK

| FIGHT AGAINST COMRADPES.

S50 MANY,

,...E;"sam |

Y HASTE. ANC LET US
HAYE NO MORE WORDPS,
OF YOURE MASTER MAY
h HAVE SOMETHING TS
L SAY TO YOU.

TAKE
WS TO YOUR
MASTER

Bﬂbﬂ had his short
sword hrddnn as
usual, but he

nothing .lbaut 't-hrt.




THORIN SON

OF THRAIN SON

OF THROR KING
UNDPER THE
MOUNTAIN/!

i
_%
|
a

THESE ARE
PRISONERS OF OUR
KING THAT HAVE ESCAPED, L
WANDERING VAGABOND IT I8 TRUE
CWARVES THAT COULDP NOT THAT WE WERE
GIVE ANY GOOC ACCOLINT OF WRONGFLULLY WAY- W
THEMSELVES, SNEAKING LAID BY THE ELVEN- |
THROUGH THE WooDs KING AND IMPRISONED
AND MOLESTING WITHOUT CAUSE AS

N\ WE JTOURNEYED BACK

. TO OUR OWH LAND,

BUT LOCK

’ NOR BAR MAY HIN~-

Y PER THE HOMECOMING
SPOKEMN OF OLD. NOR
IS THIS TOWN IN THE
WOoD - ELVES REALM. 1

SpPFAK TO THE MASTER
OF THE TOWN OF THE
MEN OF THE LAKE,
MNOT TO THE RAFT=-

MEMN OF THE
KiNG .




wa : :
"gﬁt%?ﬁlrf .!hlﬂ ﬂﬂ’:ﬂ ! rHE KNG [g.jE-HLﬂTH THE MM q L,ﬂ“q
..,'%, him -gkm THE KyNCraOf cnﬂ’fn :.ﬂru_
pﬁt‘f&f | ;..'rf#r Uaf r.:rf' "'ffkm"' L7 ﬂw"

, - — ' i f-ﬂ'ﬂﬂf I
wers afd i 1

@m.._.. o i

mimthd wi him.

fo hi
..gﬂ ”llr u;n’:r nt 1:hTII ‘:ﬁ':,.%ﬂéafﬂ LR B W
r 3t an n Fig -
tlnd to buhl.rﬂ at Thori '-t he L" B"t Biibe :ﬂzha .uau !'*w

nor thw% s oh

Sl
Som afterwards the r
dwarves were II'H:'

mid
"'ouze s me., .mf”t
u::kry a:%.'?ﬁ:?ndlt b!
%ﬁ;mmmw R

day.

-':'—" LA. _I‘.h*
t the end of a fortnight
Thorin began to think
of departure. While the

5: one day, although 2

enthusiasm still |[ssted in .
B Gl R T od winds whre o, o
So he ‘-"F'““"- to feavas were falli -I'n

he M ’mr and his coun-
cilors and said that -sam

he and his compan '
go on tow llrdﬁ ﬁ Aa:un'l:mrl.
Wi s ) TR}
E’ hen 'Far the first 7

time the Master.
wae surprised and a

little frightened; and
he wondered if Thoerin
was after all reasll
a descendant of t
;{ﬂ;ﬁgﬂ s, But tthl'.

2F was ro 5arrg #
at all to let thcm
'I:a.' Jﬂg were #:penﬁwﬂ‘

P- .

Iarge boats left kﬂ- :
Horses and ponies
sent r'nuud b circuite
P-lthﬁ rF Themat ¢
appointed landing- pl.l-::.

CERTAINLY,
O THORIN THEAIN'S

PRIl SON THROR'S SON!
1 YOU MUST CLAIM

he Master and his
't.h ;,f“”"':,:f bade
- fare People

sang on the quuy and E

out of windows

WHAT HELP :
WE CAN OFFER SHALL
BE YOLRS, ANP WE TRUST
TO YOUR SRATITUPE WHEN
YOUR KINGDOM IS
REGAINED.




]rt two da @ing they rowed right up the Long Lake
and pa out”into the River Running. At 1the end

u-d day, some miles up the river, th d réw
intothe le

iy

t or western bank and disemba

?.'

Eh%puhd what 'I:h:g could on the ponies :nd
rést wase made into a etore un trﬂtmt
4 but none of the men of the town would 5’&]::?

=1 them eveén for thﬂ i

z“" next day they set out - _ t Hear the shadow of the Mountain.
ain, It u.rn a“weary e ot - - ~
{hurncu, and 8 quiet and steal- o ;

ong. The uuw thl't-‘l’.-hl
?rm rawi nﬂr‘ tothe gﬁg 4
i

r journe that it | e .
might b btJd very I"f-lnrnbte end. !

he I.ﬁnd about thim arew bleak and parren,
h once, as Thnrm told them, it had
t.r: and fair, Thﬂ.g w‘:r': come to the
4 Dlslal jon of th cﬂf they were come
at the waning of the yeur

e

Eh:?; reached the skirts of the Mauﬂta—i:_‘
all the same without meetin Hijdmir
or any sign of the Pragon other than
wﬂdtr he had made about his lair. They
made their first camp on the western sidé
of the great southern spur, which ended in

1| 3 heignt cailed Rayenhill. On this there
had been an old wutchpnﬁt but dared
not climb it grt it was too enpau
2.

= /

setting out tosearch f LET US RETURN. igh gloemy th
B'tlhuwut:rn e of the " | WE CAN 0O No 600D ﬁf e e g
Mou n for the hlddlﬂ dﬂﬂl" 1 LIKE THESE PARK BIRDS, ) ”12 EI"WE above tHem they |
on whn:h nli their hopes THEY LOOK LIKE SPIES thair weary wa
Thorin, HH out a ﬂcau'l:; 2 : OF EVIL. o} back to the camp. Onlyin
M: ion to "’ﬂ out th B 1| June they had been

to the where the | ™ in the fair house of ;
te stood. and though autumn was
- towards

= j i & rnow crawling
o o wmtr thet pl‘ﬂ!ssnt
time rmw seemed years
:30 wiere at the and
their Journey, but asfar
as ever, It seemed, from
the end of their q_ueat

'n-m‘r-u! LIES ALL THAT
1§ LEFT OF PALE. THE MDUN-
TAIN'S SIDES WERE GREEN WITH
WOOPE ANP ALL THE SHELTERED
VALLEY RICH AND PLEASANT IN
THE DAYS WHEM THE BELLS
m iN THAT TOWN.

POES NOT
PROVE IT,
THOUGH I PON'T
POUBT YOou ARE
RIGHT. BUT HE MISHT
BE GONE AWAY SOME
TIME AND STILL T
EXPECT SMOKES AND
STEAMS WOLLD COME
OUT OF THE GATES:
ALL THE HALLS
WITHIN MLUST BE
FILLEP WITH
HIS& FOUL

. THE PRAGON
IS STILL ALIVE ANP

IN THE HALLS UNPER

THE MOUNTAIN THEN-
OR T IMAGINE S0

alin had been
ong of Thorin's
companions on the
day the dragon came

o of thes
much spirit left.




ow stran e tu il Mm- E"h g moved their camp to the
ity gl I R o —— )
a o lrs wou where there were fewer signs o = ':
 often borrow. Thorin's map | he d ragon's marsuding feot. and B"%h’,t Imﬁ"ﬂwiﬁfly
and gaze st it, pondering % t ere whs some grass “for their were ’H g. Bilbo wit
over the runes and the - | 8B ponies. B9 g traces

INyF = ] HVEL“

rom this western c:rrl shadowed

all du cliff and wa untli' the
& sun beg n sink towards the forest,
day bﬂ du thng toiled in parties
Searc "314 r paths up the moeuntain-| "
side. map was true, somewhere ||
A high above the ::hf'r at the valley's
~_|_' hll-'.'l' mui*l.' stand the EECI"E"L door.

messaqe the moon- -8
letters Elrond had read.

Fili &
f* 8 narrow track, often
often redmcavertd,
andered on to the
the ﬂmrl:har'n r|
ht them at
n:n-mu'r' |

thn{:

ndhrn:l
to a sti)

31: was he that made

warves begin
the dangerous search
nrt the western slopes
for the H-:rl‘i: dnur

0

camp below.

-
-

beiow because
ha@ overha
J| of the cliff, nor
from further off
Pacause it was
S0 small that
y 1t looked like
a dark crack
and no more.

L

any si
nrgbalg or ktg-

or threshold, nor |
of bar

q hen the w wal| 1 - .
opened and ' '
they turned into t Jt:l innerend |} Eh beat on it,
|I a ||gtlﬂ '5"EIEF" flat wall -3 ) thrust ‘m_-l
walled bas : rnse up that was i pushed at it, they
| at the top of qrassy-f narad as smooth and o implored it to move,
the cliff at the | =2till and quiet. upr Elﬂ: as masons | [ spoke fragmemts
valley's head Its mrtram:e. but without | 84 of broken spells of §
| and warn :'.mg which thn? nt or crevice opening, and nothing
dowr on found could not be s#€en. No stirred,
their nw" Pe seen from | sigh was there
of post or |intel




In the m:&rmrr

ir ropes.

1

i /

\ |

here was lhﬂltlﬂlﬂ'ﬂt
in the camp 'I:Irl.l't M lg

!umbur wer'i. Inﬁ:. bi'.hmd

taquard the ponies as

'l'.hl-:l'trhl.ri went up the
-'Fnund .rI:h to the

uu 'I"lel
‘th mr‘
h:ulmg up wln.u

ded from below

-

1o take 3 share in
guard below,

I AM
TOO FAT
FOR SUCH
FLYWALKS,
AND THE

Pbt’dﬂ the am way thlg
Were :b cfuimmﬂu =
ﬂur one of the more |
dwarves, such as |i=
Kili, to exchange such
news as there was, or

the

Eheg had brought
s and tools of P
| rn:m_.| sorts from Lake- :
town, and at lr'It
they tried tou
t.heﬂ But when
struck the Etdrnt.
handles spli tq:r.rd
and jarred their arms
cruéily, and the steel
heads broke or berrt

like lead.

mrmn wurk thf,? sAw c.le:lrlg; W
nit the ic that had s

dp#r',, nd they grew 'bﬂl"l'"i‘r'lﬂd too,

echmr_tg, noise. —_—

1

'Bilhn found sitting on the doorstep lonesoma
and wearisoma .- thare was not a door- |
| step, of course, really, but they used to call
the little QFIHH spale between the wall

-3

and the opening the “doorstep” in fun, remem-
bering Bilbo's words Ian? u'l: the unex-
pectdd party in his hobbit-

= ‘§\
jf the dwarves asked him what
he was doing he answered: “You
sdid sitting on the doorste
and thinking would be my jeb,
net to mention getting iﬂild#.,
so Lam ﬂttmg lnd 'thmkmg "

7" i,

TOMORROW
BEGING THE
LAST WEEH oF

’Bu-l:. 1am afraid he was
net thmhmg much of
‘the job, but of what lay
ru:l 'tl'li biue distance,
the quiet Western Land 4
and the Hill and his
hebbit-hole under it.

WINTER
COMES AFTER
AUTUMN.

3 .“'*i_ﬂ)

AND NEXT YEAR
AFTER THAT, ANP QUR
BEARDS WILL GROW TILL THEY
HANG DOWN THE CLIFF TO THE
VALLEY BEFORE ANYTHING HAPPENS
HERE. WHAT |1% OURE BU RE&SLAE POING
EOR UST SINCE HE HAS GOT AN INYIS-
IBLE RING, AND OUGHT TO BE A SPE-
ClALLY EEELLEhrr PERFORMER NOW,
T AM BEGINNING TO THINK HE MIGHT
GO THROUGH THE FRONT GATE
AND SPY THINGS ouT A BIT/!

GOOP GRACIOUS,
&0 THAT |8 WHAT THEY ARE
BEGINNING TO THINK, |3 ITE T
IS ALWAYS POOR e 'I‘H.h"r HAS TO
GET THEM OUT OF THEIR DIFFI- h!-
CULTIES, AT LEAST &l MCE THE
WIZARD LEFT. WHATEVER
AM T GOING TO DO <




oraetting all danaer he
Frg’ Itﬁadw:r es, shout- g

and WI'H'I ' F- :IP-Hr
nearest -l:l Imﬁmi':nrlmg = SEE ﬂnk into » hﬂt

was -l;rh-nnﬁ- ) mﬁtm m:il::" and 3 Enddmld :Il;u.ﬂ‘ and

mous rus ey could a 2 a8 HI"I

It had ¢ \ o him, Hwandlr: b’?wh:tgnm = B 4

dwarves
asnail an earth was t 3 ; b il ibo
was I:nncxlng o s r:atfwlthéut

it on the store. Ci -

Eh'wdil :H'"uu?:"'e;'é- ke ﬂn
I

: nm |
S __T‘-:.'__...l:.:__—;-—.—;:.-.—..-::-:_-:-— ‘r'—

il
——m

———

THE KEY' THE kKEY/
THE KEY THAT WENT
WITH THE MAP! T

IT NOW WHILE THEEE
IS STILL TIME f




_ _ ™, .._;:' X '___‘ : | & e il
NOW 1S THE . \ ; : N~
TIME FOR OUR ESTEEMED . f IF YOU MEAN
MISTER BAGGINS, wHO HAS '

YoU THINK IT |5 sy 708
PROVED HIMSELF A GOO0D COM- TO 50 INTO THE SECRET PAS-
PAMION OM QUR LONE BROAD AMD SAGES FIRST O THORIN THRAIN'S
A HOBBIT FULL OF ’ﬂuﬂauf AMNP &0N CAKENSHIELD, AMAY YOUR
RESOURECE FAR EXCEEPRPING HIS BEARF CROW EVER LONGER,
SIZE — NOW |5 THE TIME FOR SAY S0 AT OMCE ANP
HiM TO PERFORM THE SERVICE HAVE CONE/
FOR WHICH HE WAS |INCLUPED
IN QUE COMFANY: NOW |5 - T MIGHT
THE TIME FOR HIM TO -_ REFUSE. T HAVE
EARN HI& REWARD, ‘ GOT YOoUu OUT OF TWO
- MESSES ALREADPY, S0
THAT I AM, I THINK,
ALREADPY OWED
SOME REWARD.

BUT "THIRD
TIME PAYS FOR ALL AS

MY FATHER USEP TO SAY, ﬁtbn did r.lat expé r-t'.l d{rul n'l'

AND SOMEHOW I PON'T THINK = b ' net
I SHALL REFUSE. PERHAPS I HAVE - old ro k- Wl:l
BEGUN TO TRUST MY LLUCK MORE
THAN I USED TO IN THE OLD PAYS,
BUT ANYWAY I THINK I WiLL e =
GO AND HAVE A PEEK AT I WILL COME INSICE AT
ONCE AND GET IT OVER. (B LEAST AND FERHAPS A BIT OF
SF |\ THE WAY TOO, REAPY TO CALL
FOR HELP IF NECESSARY,

NOW
WHO |5
COMING WiTH




YOU WENT ANP
PUT YOUR FOOT RIGHT
IN IT THAT NIGHT OF THE
PARTY. 1 HAVE ABSOLUTELY
NO USE FOR CRAGON- GUARDED
TRARAGLRES, AND THE WHOLE
LOT COULD S8TAY HERE FOR-
EVER, IF ONLY I COULD WAKE
UP ANP FIND THIS BEASTLY
TUNNEL WAS MY OWN
FRONT-HALL AT HOME/

o,

=000

| LUCK, MISTER

BASGIMS.

YO ARE
IN FOR IT
AT LAST.

oL
BAGGING.

Tt was. As hae went forward it rﬂl
I‘d.ludhgt i t?lllmtum | Hm i
" nriél. S0un
m n to throb in his esrs, 3 loﬁﬁf
grew t-:r the unmistakabla

glin n-:ru of g-nm vast animal
rligw ﬂllﬁp nwrl there in the red
El him,

t was st this point that Btlb?b -

Going on was thn bravest thing he

Ivlr did. The tremendous thi thn-:
'I'Hrward wlrl. H :

??ﬁ:ﬂ nnel al Hﬁ: :
gﬂgﬂ:r'%ﬁ#'liul w:ﬁ.

+ :2 r'l‘-'l
‘&ﬂrtl{ﬁ:lt
n-n he did,

ng to the end |

ark, but rising
from th. near
iidl -I:ha
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"Dr ons may not have much real use
sll théir wealth, but they know

it to anounce as a rule, especially

af long possession; and Smaug

was no exception. *

=
0 hunt the
Fain v e
n Tt e
caught the thief
lr:g I-rljbI tor
and trample
him was his
ong thouaht.

NONSENSE,
WE CANNOT LEAVE
THEM, WHERE ARE
THE ROPESZ BE
Quick !

ame Bofur, and all was
_Fﬂcrh. Up came Bombur, and
still all was safe. Up came
m Is and bunpdles of
s, and then danger
was upon them.,

Eigg ;lld barel 't:lin;i!

back 16 the
tunnel, I{llllprf;

aing in their bundies.

THAT'LL BE
THE END OF
OUR POOR BEASTS!
NOTHING CAN ESCAPE
SMALG ONCE HE
SEES IT.

MY COUSINS
BOMBURE AND BOFUR—
WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THEM,
THEY ARE POWN IN THE VALLEY!
THEY WILL BE SLAIN, AND ALL
OUR POMNIES TOO, AND ALL
OUR STORES LOST. WE
CAN PO NOTHING/!

S,

I8 hot breath shrivelled the
rass bafore the r and

drove in through the crack
they had |eft Bnd scorched
them as they lay hid, Through
the ni hihthf ;auil;l :iﬂr tth
roar e flyi ragon. He
hurted in vuingt?ﬂ the dawn
chilled his wrath. 5m
not forget or forgive t
not if a8 thousanc
him to 5muldgrm
he could affor
and silent he cre
lair and half closé

wou
Aoy
Hears tur
stone, but
wait. Slow
to his
is eyes.

and drag- | A

HERE WE ARE
ANDC HERE WE SHALL
HAVE TO STAY, UNLES®
ANY ONBE FANCIES TRAM- j
PING THE LONG OFEN MILES
BACK TO THE EIVER WITH
SUALIG ON THE
WATCH /




Anen morning came the terror
of the dwarves grew less

and they debated long on
what was to be done.

I HAVE MO
IPEA AT THE MOMENT
— IF YOU MEAN ABOUT
- REMOVING THE TREASURE,
THAT OBVIOUSLY PEPENDS
EH'I"]‘FE-ES.: ON SOME NEW
ik . TUHREN LUCK AND THE
J“IiTE! ¥ F, [ - ¥ ; 5,‘“”&-
BASGING £ y > 3

RIP OF PRAGONS q\| 2ruraliy the Kb wﬁfﬁ'w
IS NOT AT ALL IN MY - d VED -4 o’ I-E'-.-E 'q'g.-c' r: i '..Zﬂ'i:f:_r" =
LINE, BUT I WILL MAKE dccepted the “heard about dragons'
YOU AN OFFER, T HAVE offer eager iy ' sense of smell. "1t
COT MY RING AND WILL - Alre i 158155 i Swlcard -
CREEP POWN THIS VERY  hid come o £ 2y ag Bt 4 gy i
NOON — THEN |F EVER ' respact litt Eﬂ"’-!‘ ‘Aneusoban "
SMALIG OLGHT TO BE NAP- | [t i e r hait aneye open
PING —— AND SEE WHAT g fur b o ":'.-51'4-:4@'1:’,:'_' ':-f"\':.':_'r;',h."-rl:‘:' L
HE IS UP TO. PERHAPS g ._::- vy s ¥ 0 o e [ e
SOMETHING WiLL ez Bt Fl Bk mpnnd Bl St -»ﬂf;" -
TURN UP. n their sdven:

"EVERY
WORM HAS HIS
WEAK SPOT . AS MY
FATHER USEP TO sAY, OLD AMALG
THOUGH I AM SURE 1% WEARY AND

IT WAS NOT ERD, ASLEEF. HE C
*LEEE;.SNAL " SFE ME AMP HE
( - WON'T HEAR ME .
EXPERIENCE. CHEER UP,

BiLBo!

WELL, THIEF!

I SMELL YOU AND I FEEL
YOUR AIR. I HEAR YOUR
BREATH. COME ALONG/ HELP
YOURSELF AGAIN, THERE I8
FLEH'N AND TO SPARE/

NO THANK YOU,
O SMALG THE TREMEN-
POUs! I PIP NOT COME FOR
FPRESENTS. I ONLY WISHED TO
HAVE A LOOK AT YOuU AND SEE
IF YOU WERE TERULY AS GREAT
AS TALES SAY, I DID NOT
BELIEVE THEM. TRLULY
SONGS AND TALES FALL
UTTERLY SHORT OF
THE EEALITY.




YOU HAVE YOU SEEM FAMILIAR
NICE MANNERS FOR WITH MY NAME, BUT L |
A THIEF AND A DON'T SEEM TO REMEMBER

LIAR. SMELLING YOU BEFORE. WHO ARE

YOU ANP WHERE 0O YO COME
FROM, MAY T ASK?Z

YOouU MAY INDEED.
I COME FREOM UNPER THE
HILL, AND UNPER THE HILLS ANP
OVER THE HILLS MY PATHS LED,
M ANDP THEOUGH THE AIR. I AM
. HE THAT WALKS UNSEEN. I AM
b RINGWINNER ANP LUCKWEARER
AND BARREL- RIPER !

YOUR PONY'S NAME; AND MAYBE —— ;

MT. I WILL GIVE YOU ONE X Nfor 8 nasty suspi- |/ REVENGE! REVENGE!
MEGE OF APVICE FOR YOUR 0O0P: el AN Cion begar to grow | THE KING UNDER THE MOLIN-
| JON'T HAVE MORE TO PO WITH ; 4 M Ry’ cpteitosfriadadr oSl TAIN IS PEAP AND WHERE ARE

PWARVES THAN YOL CAN HELP/  this importan £ | HIS KIN THAT DARE SEEK

: - = o ae| REVENGE? I LAID LOW THE
2\ WARRIORS OF OLP AND THEIR
LIKE IS NOT IN THE g
WORLD TOPAY.

I TELL YOU THAT
SCOLEP WAS OMLY AN
AFTERTHOUGHT WITH
US., WE CAME OVER HILL

IT HAS OCCLIRREP TD L AAVE AND WIN, FOR
you THAT even IF you \| |

COULP STEAL THE GOLP

T
J

S L MY ARMOLR
| %) 13 *| / 1S LIKE TENFOLD SHIELDS,

/1 KNOW THE SMELL | , MY TEETH ARE SWORDS, MY

{(INp TASTE) OF PWARF —NO ~ CLAWS SPEARS, THE SHOCK OF

NE BETTER. PON'T TELL ME | I¥P0e o yunpRED MY TAIL A THUNPERBOLT, MY

T I CAN EAT A DWARF- YEARS OR S0 — YOU WINGS A HLRRICANE, AND

UPPEN PONY ANP NOT KNOW COULD NOT GET IT >

! 1 SUPPOSE YOU GOT A

T n MY BREATH DEATH
FAIR PRICE FOR THAT i ; 1
(UP LAST NIGHTZ

Y




YOUR INFOR-
MATION IS ANTI-
QUATED. LOOK! 4

ABOVE AND BELOW

WITH IRON SCALES
AND HARP GEMS. =%
ND BLADE CAN A%

) ~ 5 WELL, T REALLY
| . X ; MUET NOT DETAIN YOUR
I HAVE ALWAYS ' _ - A MAGNIFICENCE ANY LONGER
UNDERSTOOD THAT . PAZZLINGLY = OR KEEP YOU FEOM MLUCH-
PRAGONS WERE SOFTER : { MARVELLOUS/ ' NEEPEP REST. PONIES TAKE
UNDPERNEATH, ESPECIALLY " B ¥ PERFECT s SOME CATCHING. AND
IN THE REGION OF THE — b ELAWLESS / S0 PO BURGLARS/
LESS ONE SO FORTIFIED ' .
HAS THOUGHT OF EE SN P
et bl AAL AL | -.':'_-ul:'u'.-,;'-

T

&

- b i I - E

£’ il S i Y
i} s

BILBO YOU FOOL ! vOu
AREN'T NEARLY

TURE YET/

PRAT THE BIRD! LEAVE HIM ALONE!
I BELIEVE ME |5 LISTENING, THE THRUSHES ARE GOOD
ANP I PON'T LIKE THE AND FREIENDLY, THE ANCIENT
LOOK OF HIiM. BREED THAT USEP TO LIVE
ABOUT HERE WERE A LON§
LIVED AND MADICAL RACE. T
MEN OF PALE UEEDP TO HAVE
THE TRICK OF LUNDERSTAND
ING THEIR LANGUAGE, ANP
USED THEM FOR
MESSENGERS,

WELL, HE'LL HAVE -
NEWS TO TAKE TO LAKE-
TOWN ALL RIGHT, |F THAT |S I AM SURE
| | WHAT HE 15 AFTER, THOUGH [/ HE KNOWS WE CAME
I PON'T SUPPOSE THERE ARFE FROM LAKE-TOWN AND
ANY PEQOFPLE LEFT THERE HAD HFLP FROM THERE;
THAT TROUBLE WITH ANP T HAVE A HORRIBLE |
THRUSH-LANCUAGE, FEELING THAT HIS NEXT

| P\ move mMay se INTHAT /0
: - i, PIKECTION. / 'ﬂ\
WHY, :

= | WHAT HAS w I THINK e
.~ \ HAPPENED< YOU PID VERY
\ WELL, IF You ASK .
ME — YOU FOUND OUT
ONE VERY USEFLL THING
AT ANY RATE, AND GOT
HOME ALIVE. IT MAY BE
A MERCY AND A BLESS-
ING YET TO KNOW OF
THE BARE PATCH IN
THE oL WORM'S
PLAMOND
WAISTCOAT.




1 AM SUKE WE
AZE VERY LUNSAFE
HEEE. SMALG WILL BPE 1

COMING OUT ANY MINUTE

ROW, AND OLK ONLY HOPE

iI% TO SET WELL |1N THE |
TUNNEL ANP SHUT

RIPER! I PON'T

P81/ KNOW YOUR SMELL, BUT |
¥ IF You ARE NOT ONE OF

THOSE MEN OF THE _
LAKE, You HAP ¢
D\ THEIR HELP. |

- ¥

Yi

THE ARKENSTONE,
THE ARKENSTONE! IT
WAS LIKE A GLOBE WITH
A THOUSAND FACETS: IT
SHONE LIKE SILVER IN THE
FIRELIGHT, LIKE WATER
IN THE SUN, LIKE SNOW
UHPER THE STARS, LIKF
RAIN LUPON THE

SHUT ;
THE POOR,

I FEAR THAT
PRAGON IN MY
MARROW. SHUT
THE POOR PEFORE |

IT 15 TOO /
LATE.

THEY
SHALL See
ME AND REMEM-
BER WHO IS THE
REAL KIN
UNPER THE
MOLNTAIN !



COME, caMF,’
‘WHILE THERE'S LIFE
THERE'S HOPE /' A5 pmy
FATHER USED TO SAY, AND
THIRD TIME PAYS FOR ALL.'

Y WE ARE I AM GOING DOWN THE TUNNEL
TRAPPED. THIS ONCE AGAIN, THE ONLY WAY
I$ THE END. WE OUT IS POWN, AND T THINK

SHALL PIE THIS TIME YOU HAD BETTER
ALL COME WITH ME,

LET US TRY THE Poor/
I MUST FEEL THE WIND ON
MY FACE SO0ON OR DIE.

I THINK T
! WOULD RATHER
BE SMASHED Py
SMALG IN THE OPEN
THAN SUFFOCATE
IN HERE /

NOW [ WONPER
WHAT ON EARTH SMAUG
IS PLAYING AT.

FERHAPS WE
CAN MAKE A LITTLE
LIGHT, AND HAVE A LOOK
HOUNDP BEFOERE THE
LUCK TURNS,

A PURCGLAR INCEED!
BUT I SUPFPOSE T MUST
TELL THE PWARVES APOUT
IT— SOME TIME. THEY
DIiD saY I COULP PICK

AND CHOOSE MY
OWN SHARE -
AND I

THINK I wWouLpP

CHOOSE THIS, IF

THEY TOOK ALL
THE REST!




f.f' THORIN/

/ WHAT NEXTF WE

/ ARE ARMED, BUT WHAT

| GO0 HAS ANY ARMOUR
|EVER PEEN PEFORE AGAINST

us GO/ I WILL GUIPE
n WOU, NOT IN A THOU-
SMALG THE DREADFUL? THIS 3\
TREASURE IS NOT YET WON -
| r
4

| BALK, WE ARE NOT LOOK-
\ ING FOR GOLP YET, BUT
FOR A WAy OF

/ YOU SPEAK
TH

My

E TREUTH! LET

SAND YEARS SHOULD
""'x T FORGET THE WAYS

MISTER
BAGGING' HERE

1 FEEL
IS THE FIRST

MAGMNIFICENT,
i BUT I EXPECT T
FAYMENT OF YOUR | LOOK RATHER ABSURED,
REWARD! CAST HOW THEY WOULD
OFF YOuR OLD LAUGH ON THE HILL
COAT AND PUT AT HOME' STILL T
ON THIS/ WISH THERE wWAS
A LOCKING-GLASS

— and behold! Before them stood
the bright light of day!

OF THE PALACE.

WELL I NEVER EXPECTED
TO BE LOOKING /T OF THIS
-_--'-r -
ESCAPE’ lq J ;
AND i !ﬁl H
WE HAVE £
TEMPTED r

POOR. AN T NEVER EXPECTED
TO PE SO PLEASEDPD TO SEE THE
LUK ToO -

SUN ABAIN, AND TO FEEL THE
WIND ON MY FACZE, BPUT—0DW/
THIS WIND IS COLD! AND I
PON'T FEEL THAT SMALG'S
FRONT POORSTEF IS THE
SAFEST PLACE—

PO LET'S 800
SOMEWHERE

WHERE WE CAN
SIT QUIET FOR

QUITE RIGHT!
AND I THINK T KNOW
WHICH WAY WE SHOULD
0! WE QUGHT TO MAKE FOR
| THE OLP LOOK-OUT FPOST AT
\THE SOUTH-WEST CORNER
Y OF THE MOUNTAIN,

MORE WALKING ;
AND MORE CLIMBING
WITHOUT BREAKFAST'

I WONDER HOW MANY
BREAKFASTS AND

OTHER MEALS

s 3 matter of fact two n

'?h'b-s and the day
\ between had gone bgj nd not altogether
without food ) since the dragon smashed the
rrﬁ!c door, but Bilbo had quite lost count,
and it might have begn nmight or 3 week
l } of nights for all he could tell,
|7 WE HAVE 0
MISSED :
INSIDE THAT
MARCH, I SHOULD THINK,
THERE 1S (OR WAS ) A

POt EALe ;”“ WouT B Tl

; MY MALG'S DEAP, IN TH

) cLocKLESS PLACE A NASTY :
P

PATH THAT LEFT THE / HOLE ' YOou wAIT

ROAD AND CLIMBED UPTO

MEANWHILE WHERE (S
HE? I WOULD GIVE A
i g TILL IT HAS BEEN GOOD BREAKFAST
THE POST ON RAVENHILL, } sl EE{E?.;F;;EA‘:'E -

A HARP CLIMB, TOO, EVEN st

ABOUT FIVE HOURS

TO KMOW,
I HOFE
IF THE OLD STEPS ARE
STILL THERE.

HE I8 HOT UupP oM
THE MOUNTAIN




fter going a short way they rested
A'Ef;r o -zulnc;nlddl-ghd 8 break-
u crasr and
wﬂtlr' Imu mh-tf 'tolhngw
r:mar con
tﬁe re.::pr H
Hﬂp&

tn-

het they went ona rom the rock-chambar
tﬂl I‘l: |ll"|'- in ‘I’:M iste ﬁ'l: Ianﬁd West and

t-h# tn thére ‘was nothing,
r:d & oand gaw tha m ré was
downwards to t and in the South

no s nn-f'l:l-mﬁ
ther wlﬂg

is brscultlﬂh

is supposed
l‘fs certainiy not

tltrr
rtaini 1bﬂrlg in fact very uhin-

ua ch:wr exar-
cise. It made by the La

for long Jaumm;;- )

HERE IN THE OLP raAyYsS
WE USEPF ALWAYS TO KEEP
WATCHMEN. THE GUAEDS WERE
MAPE OVER COMFORTABPLE FERHAPS —
OTHERWISE WE MIGHT HAVE HAD
LONGER WARNINGS OF THE COMING
OF THE PRAGOMN, AND THINGS MIGHT
HAVE BEEN PIFPERENT. STILL, HERE
WE CAN NOW LIE HID AND S-I-IEL-
TERED FOR A WHILE, AND CAN
SEE MUCH WITHOUT
PEING SEEN.

was
’ h-'t
viru ma "-Eurt
they as mndﬂ'nd;
but they waﬂ ru nearer

; nderstand|
’% cnl.d”:t‘:rﬂ‘uﬁﬁ

HOT MUCH
USE, IF WE
HAVE BEEM

SEEMN COMING

LIGHTS AGAIN. LAST
NIGHT THE WATCHMEN SAW
THEM START AND FAPE FROM
MIDNIGHT UNTIL PAWMN, SOME-
THING 15 HAPPENING
UFP THERE.

an l':‘gou wish, like
worves, to hear
Mgws ﬂ'r .II-EJ Ehu

must go back into
the ﬂfﬁl W‘l'lllg::hl

_?rn
lew in arage,
dauys before.
- PERHAPS THE
T - KING UNPER THE MOUN-
&Y TAIN 1§ FORGING GOLD, IT IS
LONG SINCE HE WENT MORTH,
IT IS TIME THE SONGS
. PESAN TO PROVE THEM-
e SELVES AGAIN,

WHICH
KINGT AS LIKE
AS NOT IT IS THE
MARAUDPING FIRE OF
A THE PRAGON, THE ONLY

KING UNPEE THE

MOUNTAIN WE

HAYE EVER

KMNOWN, O ARE

ALWAYS FOREBPOPING
GLOOMY THINGS! ANY-
THING FROM FLOOPS TO

POISONED FISH, THINK
OF SOMETHING
CHEERFLUL /

EHEH warning trum pets were suddenly :

saum:lad and tchned along the rocky
e:fs Ever vessel inthe town was
'hll gtcr everd warrior was
ed, E"ufi

arvow and dart was read,g,
-tl-n: bridge to the I.'.Ind was =

thrmun down Aand destroyed

THE RIVER

15 EUNNING
SOLD FROM THE

. MOUNTAIN/

the dragon
did not find
them aui
unpreparad.




fﬁanrinq ne sweptl

over the town.

A hail of dark arrows

Iﬂacred tL*‘t:FI' ?dnd 5:;|ppe-:1 ' >

and rattled on his

scoles and jewels and t the twanging of the
their shd'l"‘flﬁ fell back bows and thd shrilling

kindled by his brgath f the trumpet
b:.ar'nmq al:rltd hissing 3"’” on's wrath blazed

1o its height, till he was
into thie lake. blind and mad with it.

mid shrieks and
wailing and the

ahr:ru'l'.s- of ‘men Smauq
came over them,
swept towards the
pridgese and was
foiled! The brldgi
was aone, and his
gnémies ware on an
island in dee J- water-[4..
too di‘ep an dprh
and cool for h

”Hiﬂg

0 one had dared to give battle to
him for many an ade; nor would
the-:; ave dared now, if it had not
or thegr-m -voiced man (Bard }
m:n I-‘ni nam Jl whe ran to and fro

cheerin he archers and urgin
e Ma ti 'ta order them to i"?
the last arrow.

e e e Ty
ready men were jumping into

A the “Lrutir on tﬁlzrg !udg '

women and children werg beging J
huddied irto laden boots in tht
market-pool. The Master himse
was turning to his grest gilde

'} boat, hoping to row away in the

confusion dnd save hlrllﬂll'f'

ire lesped from the
dragon's jaws. Cown
thh' Hﬁ}fﬂd stra ;@tht
re ¢ arrow-storm, (| -
rﬂlau%r- in h:’:: rage, taking lames U"‘l“‘"f{‘ﬂfﬁ >
no heed totyrn His 5:.HI|_._| ’ﬁt a 2 In'to “- 4 _ oon all the
Sides towards his foes, " not fier swoop and : : town would

if anpther, and snothar house : o2
seeking only to set thair Bl Chats amatitar sprang : : be deserted and

-~ g d d

R S exs, afire and fell; and still he : g#:":urfg;”otg

arrow hindered Smaug or _ \ 1he laka.
hurt him more than afly | f '

) 'Fr':rm the marshes,




ut there was stilla
Company of archers

a descendant in
Iu'le of Girion, Lov?nf

hi s w'ﬁgrﬂ

down th EE nina Kiver
fmmtharurrrlmgaga

Ow he shot

till all his
arrow's put ong
were gone.

that hlld eir qround
’"‘”"rﬂ um‘ﬁuna.
captain Eurﬂ,,

.L1 FLIES AND TURNS

wasr?
wAsr! l"
THE <<
MOON IS5
RISING. LOOK
FOR THE HOLLOW
OF THE LEFT

BREAST AS HE

ABOVE vyou/ 1
t was anold
't-hl"l-l!'h. -ﬁ'ﬂl‘"—

TH
?Eulﬁg heg'mild
Unders i

n it smote lﬂd

b

-hu

, shaft and Teat er,|
ierce was rl:.s fl lgh‘t ‘

anished,

into t
crash

air, tum

w ith a8 grh-;;etk that d:ufernd
: men, fell trees an
Stone, Smaug shot spouts 2

Lfm-rrl‘nn high

pouti
over &

N rdy.

BLACK ARROW.
I HAVE SAVED YoOu
7O THE LAST, You
HAVE NEVER FAILED
ME AND ALWAYS T
HAVE RECONVERED
. L HAD vYOu
FROM MY FATHER
AND HE EROM

UNPER THE MOUN -
TAIN, GO NOW

his belly glittered

AN P

ﬁEiEEp r white wia'r parkli
fires of m in the
moon — not in
one place.

ARROW!

OF OLD.

ne black
Arrow
a0ed straight
IF EVER f"!ﬂ"-:hbu
W
YOU CAME FROM h: dr‘lgun SWOO the (eft
H
;H E %%EEI ﬂE E ONCE mMore lowﬁd breast.

\ than ever, and as he
tuﬂud un‘d dived down

ﬁ‘ml on the town he ‘fE'.H Hns

last throes splintered

to sparks and gledes, The

:,::gp:é:arﬂd ;1?1 A ?hit steam
up, white

dark under the nmﬂm y i

s \‘ E‘hm was a hiss, a

whlrl and

i
w!;;"t € im? C#g iy

and Esagaroth, bu'r
of Bard

2 1f




BARP 15 NOT

THE PRAGON.

I AM THE .
LAST MAN TO UNPER-

' and
first complaints and anger were against
the Master, who ha Iefg the tow:? S0

LOST' HE PIVEDP FEOM
ESCAROTH, WHEN THE ENBEMY
WAS sLAIN. I AM BARD, OF
THE LINE OF GIRION; T
AM THE SLAYER OF

own the wind came the voices of the people
of Esgaroth lamenting their lost town

and ruingd houses, and their

HE MAY HAVE
A GDOD HEAD FOR
BUSINESS — ESPECIALLY
HIS OWN BUSINESS, BUT
HE 19 NO GOOD WHEN
ANYTHING SERIOUS
HAPFENS '

soon, while some were still
willing to defend 1%

IF ONLY BARD
HAP NOT BEEN KILLED,
WE WOULP MAKE HIAM A
KING. BARD THE DRAGOM-
SHOOTER OF THE LINE OF
GIRION! ALAS HE

"..ﬂ‘r o 2

_— — : SIRION
WAS LORP OF
DALE, NOT KING OF
ESGAROTH. IN THE
LAKE-TOWN WE HAVE
ALWAYS ELECTED MASTERS
FROM AMONG THE OLD
AND WISE, AND HAVE
NOT ENPURED THE
RULE OF MERE
FIGHTING MEN.

LET 'KiNg
BARD’ GO BACK -
TO HIS OWN KINGPOM~
DPALE 1S NOW FREFD BY
HIS VALOLIR, ANP NOTHING .
HINPERS HIS RETURN. AND [N g |

ANY THAT WISH CAN GO —

VALLE PARD THE BOWMAN,
BUT, WHY 0 PEOPLEZ
WHY PO I GET ALL YOUR
BLAMEZ WHO ARODUSED
THE PRAGON FROM HIiS
SLUMBER, T MIGHT ASKT
WHO OBTAINED OF LS
RICH GIFTS AND AMPLE
HELP, AND LED US
TO BELIEVE THAT
OLD SONGS couLp
COME TRUEZ WHAT
SORT OF GOLD HAVE
THEY SENT COWN
THE RIVER TO
REWARD LISZ

PR A GO = |
ERE AND RN
FROM WNOM SHOULD
WE CLAIM THE RECOM~- |
PENSE OF QUR PAMAGE,
ANC AIP FOR OUR

WIDOWS AND
ORFPHANS €

; ; UP THE
WITH HIM, THE WISE BOWMAN, AND
WI:L. ;EA'T J-‘It%EE AN { DOWMN WITH 4
- TO BuiLe . = MONEY = BAGS
: OUR TOWN. v .Jl.
WHY

WASTE WORDS
AND WRATH ON
THOSE UNHAPPY
CREATURES? POUBT-
LESS THEY PERISHED
FIRST IN FIRE,
BEFORE SMALG
CAME TO us,

THIS & NO
TIME FOR ANGRY WORDS,
MASTER, OR FOR CONSIPERING
WEIGHTY PLANS OF CHAMNGE.
THERE (¢ woRkK TO DO. T SERVE
WOU STILL — THOUGH AFTER A
WHILE I MAY THINK ASAIN OF
YOUR WORDS AND GO NORTH
WITH ANY THAT WILL
FOLLOW ME.

hen évén as
MY he was speak-
ing, the thought
me into his
heart of the
fabled treasure
of the Mountain
lying without

uard or nww
Mgl
e
ords b3 ik
le rebuilt
and filled with
' qolden bel

Is, if
2 could but
":iﬂd t‘h‘ mér. ot




kﬁ:ﬁ strode off to help in the ordering
+

n the dsys that followed
there Jn much giﬂknﬂi t F
and grest hunger.

eanwhile Bard the
lead, snd order thi?

ut help came ;wiftéy; for Bard |
_ 3t onceé had speedy messegn-
faers sent up the river £o the Forest
| to ask the aid of the King of the

| Elvas of the Woed, and tﬁm més-
| sengers had found s host already
|on The move, although it was then
' the third day after the fall |
maug. ~— -

.the camps and in the care of
Sick and the wounded. And every-
"‘.”““’1."‘ went he found talk running
like Tire arm:-n% the people concemning |
the vast treas

re that was now un-
quarded; and it cheered them greatiy
 in their plight.

as ished, though alwa
in trht‘:uﬂ-ci"a name. Pro

ably most of the people woul
have perished in the winter
that now hurried after
autumn, if help had not
been to hana, ;

b
het was well, for the night was brt-
ter and misarable. Shelters could be

contrived for few (the Msster had one)
arnd there was little food (even the
Master went short), M:r:% tock ill of
wet and cold and sorrow that night,
and atterwards died. o —

he Elvenking had received news from his own messengers |
and fgm birds that loved his folk, and already |
kKrnew much of what had hlp:plnadh_}_;l:?,r? reat indeed was
the commotion among all things w ifgs that dwelt on
the borders of the Désolation of the Dragon. s
S N A b . _

L e g — - — “ _. —— = ’ g
e L r—

_ _Fzr over Mirkwood tidings 5Pr'f_:d: “Smaug is dead/” Even
: de forth,

ki ' before the Elvenki the news had passed west
e — e ] 1 I-rt' the pindwmd:g the Mia.r.'ﬁ‘Mauntﬂns; Bﬁmrn had‘

sgrar S— — 1} éard it in his wooden house, and the goblins were at council
the king, when he recgived the §fin thei caves i
m:—:gm :?1‘ had pity; so A il otk

[ =%

turning his march, which had at first : '

) 4 : nly five days after the ut all the men of arms who
been direct t‘:’”".}d’ the Mountain— @ d¥ath of the dragon they were stiil able, and the most|
for he too had not forgotten the came upon the Hretbes - |

legend
of the wealth of Thror— he hdﬁtﬂigﬂ 4
now down the river to the Long .
He had not bosts or rafts enough for
this host, but great store of go he
sent shead by watgr.

horés and of the Elvenking's arrag,fat
|looked on the ruins of the ready to march north to the
town. The Master was rﬂgg Mourtsin. It was thus thst in
to make n.r:y bargainfort eleven n'm_f from the ruin of
future in r ‘I:yrr? for the the town the head of their
Elvenking's aid. > ~1y host passed the rackvgatdiat
= | the end of the lake ahd came
\ _into the desolate ands,

\Y D
j X

hair g‘tznnﬁ were soon made. The
/ Master remained behind, and
'with him were some men grsftﬁ
nhd.mnﬂﬁ skilled elves; and they
Pusied t y

.

themselves felling trees
il 8nd raising huts by the shore
p L against the oncoming winter,




SOMETHING STRANGE
IS HAPPENING, THE TIME
HAS GONE FOR THE AUTUMN
WANDERINGS, AND THESE ARE
BIRPS THAT PWELL ALWAYS IN
THE LAND; THERE ARE STARLING
AND FLOCKS OF FINCHES: AND
FAR OFF THERE ARE MANY
CARRION BIRDS AS (F A
BATTLE WERE AFoOT/

L
THOUAMT
YOU PID NOT
LIKE THEM '
YOouU SEEMED
VERY SHY OF
THEM WHEMN
WE CAME
THIS WAy
BEFORE'

THERE |18 THAT OLD
THRUSH ASAIN' HE SEEMS
TO HAVE ESCAFPED. WHEN
SMALG SMASHED THE
MOUNTAIN-SIDE !

THOSF WERE
CHOWE., AND NASTY
SUSPICIOUS-LOOKING CREA-
TURES AT THAT, AND RUPE

I A5 WELL., PUT THE RAVENS
BELIEVE ARE PIFFERENT. THERE USED
HE IS TRYING TO BE GREAT FRIENDSHIP BBE-
TO TELL US TWEEN THEM ANP THE PEOPLE
SOMETHING OF THROR, ANP THEY OFTEN

i BROUSHT LS SECRET
I ONLY wWisH e M
-y THIS VER
. RAVEN, HEIGHT WAS NAMED

RAVENHILL, BECAUSE THERE
WAS A WISE AND FAMOUS PAIR
OLP CARC AND HIS WIiFEe. put
L DON'T SUPPOSE THAT ANY
OF THAT ANCIENT BREED
LINGER HERE NOW,

WE MAY
NOT UNPERSTAND
HiM, BUT THAT OLP
BIRD UNPERSTANDS
Us, I AM SURE, KEEP
WATCH NOW, AND
SEE wHAT
HAPPENS | -

efore long there was o
fluttering of wings, and
back cama the thrugh; and
with him came 3 most
dacrepit old bird.

O THORIN
SOH OF THRAIN,

I AM ROAL SOM OF CARC.

THE MOUNTAIN,
BEHOLD! THE
BIRDS ARE GATHER-

HAS GONE OUT THAT
SMALG 15 DPEAD!

YES, PEAD.
THE THELSH, MAY H1%

FEATHERS NEVER FALL, SAW
HIM DIE, AND WE MAY TRUST
HIS WORPS, YOU MAY 80 BACK
TO YOUR HALLS IN SAFETY; ALL
THE TREASURE IS YOLRS—
FOE THE MOMENT.,

THIRTEEM |15
A SMALL TEMMNANT OF
THE OREAT FOLK OF PURIN
THAT ONCE PWELT HERE. IF

HIM THAT SHOT THE DRAGON
WITH HIS BOW,

BUT MANY

AZE SATHERING SPE PEACE
HERE PESIPE THE ONCE MORE
BIRDPS, ALREADY A AMONG DWARVES
HOBT OF THE ELVES AMP MEN AND
IS ON THE WAY, AND F FLVES AFTER
CARRION BIRDCS ARE] THE LOMG
WITH THEM HOPING | DESOLATION;
FOR BATTLE AND | BUT IT MAY
SLAUGHTER. COST YOU PEAR
INGOLD. I

HAVE SPOKEN,

LAKE MEN MURMWUR
THAT THEIR SORROWS
ARER PUE TO THE
PWARVES/ FOR THEY
ARE HOMELESS AMD
MANY HAVE DIED, AND
SMALG HAS PESTROYED
THEIR TOWN. THEY
TOO THINK TO FIND
AMENDS FROM YOUR
TREASURE , WHETHER
YOuU ARE ALIVE
OR DEAD.

f THEN
WE HAVE -
BEEN IN NEED-
LESS FEAR-AND
THE TREASURE
1S OURS/

AND BALIN SON OF FUNDIN,

CARC |S PEAD, BLIT HE WAS
WELL KNOWN T0 YOou ONCE.
NOW T AM THE CHIEF OF

THE GREAT RAVENS OF

ING BACK AGAIN TO THE

MOUNTAIN AND TO PALE

FREOM SOUTH AND BEAST
AND WEST, FOR WORD

YOU WILL LISTEN TO MY COUNSEL,
YOU WILL NOT TRUST THE MALSTER
OF THE LAKE-MEN, BUT RATHER

wWiE WoULD |




I WILL NOT

OUR THANKS, SAY IF THIS COUNSEL

ROAL CARC'S SON,

BACKk

BE GOOD OR BAD, PUT I NOW TO TH

b HEP % E

E-HELI:JLAMEET EGEEFSEEE‘LI.“%EH. WILL PO WHAT CAN MﬂuHTAIH,F
BUT NONE OF OUR GOLD WE HAVE

BE CONE.

SHALL THIEVES TAKE OR

LITTLE TI-‘-"_lE

THE VIDLENT CARRY

OFF WHILE WE
’ ARKE ALIVE.
ALSD

[ WouLp
BEG OF YOu,
THAT YOu wouLD
SEND MESSENGERS
TOMY COUTIN PAIN
IN THE IRON HILLS,
FOR HE HAS MANY
PEOPLE WELL-ARME
AND DWELLS NEAR-
EST TO THIS
PLACE. BIP
HIM HASTEN,

.N you have heard some of the events

-ulria:! ?au will see that the
wﬂr‘u’#! i hﬂd some dﬂ%o s before
them. So now they began labour

| hard in fortifying '!:he nain entrance.

| Teols were to be found in plenty, and
at such work the dwarves were till

—T\vﬂy skilled. « /

s they worked the
ravens brnught

] them constant tidinas.

In this wag thsz learned

Ivenking hﬁd

turngd aside to the lake

and they still had a

bresthing space.

here came Jm t whaal; suddenly
were man ts as of fires and
Bway sou ln I?.:lll before them,

THEY HAVE
COME, AND THEIR
CAMP |15 VERY GREAT,

EY MUST HAVE COME |
Tt End s vedien ot 1O THE ALY S
JOI [ — THE COVER OF DUSK
Lﬂlﬂl -men and the Elves p- ALONG BOTH BANKS
WE-I-‘E hurrumﬁtaw.lrd:l the | = - OF THE RIVER.
ﬁ".dl.ln h“m'fthi'ért = »
npi igher; for
:aog?a ome wuk&w h
d!r‘ﬂ — chi :rm
course, @ : were very

| tired of it; bu’tcrlm is much
i better than nothing —and
already the gate was blocked
with a8 wall of squared s
laid dry, but veéry thick an
high across 't-hl opening.

(@ gt gt the
war
ht-t“-i Ew

ik




was still pale when
approach)

ha mornin
they sa

a compan WHO ARE You

Before long they THAT COME ARMED

AS IF IN WAR TO THE

men of the lake armed as if for war

GATES OF THORIN

and @lvish bowmen were among them. | ZoN oF THRAIN, KING

UNPER THE MOUN-
TAIN, AND WHAT
Q YOU PESIREZ

HAIL, THORIN/
WE REJOICE THAT
YOoU ARE ALIVE PEYOND
OUR HOFPE. 1 AM BARD,
ANE BY MY HAND WAS

MOREOVER
I AM BY RIGHT PESCENT
THE HEIEK OF GIRION OF PALE,
AND IN YOUR HOARD 15 MINGLED

THE PRAGON SLAIN
AND YOUR TREASURE
FELIVERED.

MLCH OF THE WEALTH OF HIS
HALLS AND TOWN, WHICH OF OLD
SMALG STOLE. IS NOT THAT
AMATTER OF WHICH WE
MAY SPEAKT

w these were fair
wnrda and 'I:.ru.:,, it

aru:l Biibo th
ﬂ'l"ll'l would

FURTHER, IN
HIS LAST BATTLE SMALG
FESTROYEP THE PWELLINGS
OF THE MEN OF ESGAROTH, AND
I AM YET THE SERVANT OF THEIR
MASTER. I WOLILD SPEAK FOR HIM
AND ASK WHETHER YOU HAVE NO
THOUGHT FOR THE SORROW AND
MISERY OF HIS PBOPLE, THEY
AIPEP YOU IN YOUR DISTRESS,
AND IN RECOMPENSE YOU HAVE

STOLE |
HiM OF LIFE OR HOME, THE &OLPD
WAS NOT HIS THAT HIS EVIL DEEDS

?um admit SHOLLD BE AMENDED WITH A SHARE

justice was in them.
But h: did not reckon with

pnn wm.:h ad
brooded, nor with
dw rvish hearts,

gon has

TO THE TREASLUREE
OF MY PEOPLE MO MAN HAS
A CLAIM, BECAUSE SMALID WHO

T FROM US ALSC ROBBED

OF IT. THE FRICE OF THE 8000DS
ANP THE ASSISTANCE THAT WE

RECEIVED OF THE LAKE-MEN
WE WILL FAIRLY Pay —
IN PUE TIME,

THUS FAR BROUGHT RUIN
OMLY, THOUOH PFOUBTLESS
UMPESIONEP.

IS MY FRIEND, AND HE
AS SUCCOURED THE FEOPLE
OF THE LAKE IN THEIR NEED,
THc:ur..IE-H THEY HAP NO CLAIM

\rr

-r-h

BuUT NOTWING
WILL WE GIVE, NOT EVEN A
LOAF'S WORTH, uup:ﬂ; THEEAT OF
FORCE. NOR WILL T PARLEY WITH
THE PEOPLE OF THE ELVENKING,
WHOM I REMEMBER WITH SMALL
KINDNESS, IN THIS DEBATE
THEY HAVE NO PLACE, BE
SOME HOW EEE OUR

THE ELVENKING

PUT FRIENPSHIP
ON HiMm.

b B

WE WiLL-
GIVE YOouU TIME
TO EEFENT YOUR
WOoORDS, GATHER "r‘l’.'ll-l'l‘
WIEPBM ERE WE
RETUEN.




IN THE MAME
OF BSGAROTH AND
THE FOREST WE SPEAK
LNTO THORIN THRA|MN'S
SON CAKENSHIELD ANP WE
BIP HIM CONSIPER WELL THE
CLAIMSE THAT HAVE BEEN
URGED, OR BE PECLARED
OUE ROE,

AT THE
LEAST HE SHALL
PELIVER ONE TWELFTH
PORTION OF THE TREASURE
LUNTO BARD, AS THE DRAGON-
SLAYER, AND AS THE HEIR OF

GIRION, FROM THAT PORTION
BARP WILL HIMSELF
CONTRIBUTE TO THE
AlP OF ESGAROTH,

re many hours
werg past, the
btanner-bearers
{utumﬂ and
rumpeters stood
Tforth and blew
a blast:

SINCE SLUCH 15
YOUR ANSWER, I
PECLARE THE MOLNTAIN
BESIEGED. YOU SHALL NOT
: PEPART FROM IT, UNTIL YOU
23| CALL ON YOUR SIPE FOR A
TRUCE AND A PARLEY. WE
WILL BEAR NO WEAFONS
AGAINST YOU, BUT We
LEAVE YOuU TO YOUR
GOLD. YOU MAY EAT
THAT, IF you wiLL/

4 BUT IF THORIN
WOLLP HAVE THE FRIEND -
SHIP AND HONOUR OF THE LANDS
ABOUT, AS HIS SIRE® HAD OF
oLD, THEN HE WILL GIVE ALSO
SOMEWHAT OF HiS OWN FOR
THE COMFORT OF THE MEN
OF THE LAKE.

AMD SRAM |5

MiNGE SIMPLY TO

ETICK I MY
TH oA

X i)

SEARCH EVERY
CORNER. FOR THE ARKEN-
STONE OF MY FATHER 15 WORTH
MURE THAN A RIVER OF GOLD IN ITSELF,

AND TO ME IT |5 BEYOND PRICE, THAT

the  brou ews t DPain and
UKD b A S A EANE, THore Sham Five Mundlred Swaryes were now i
A . L (]
N Al s FINDS IT within about two daus'march of Dale. .

ANDC WITHHOLPS 1T.

THOUGH THEY ARE A ORIM FOLK, THEY
,. AEEE "m:r aéchE L‘r"ﬁfﬂ' avsltgn:e"mﬁ_ .
d | HOST THA SETS wOU: AND EVEN IF
., I .l"" same Bilbo ; PIP S0, WHAT WiLL YOU GAINZ WINTER
id not speak of sl L\ AND SNOW IS HASTENING BEHIND THEM,
14 for as wesri- r, . : HOW SHALL YOU BE FED WITHOUT
i THE FRIENDPSHIP ANP GOOD -
R T WiLL OF THE LANDS
ABOUT YOUT THE TREA-
SURE IS LIKELY TO BE
YOUR DEATH, THOUGH

THE PRAGON |6

=
i .
1
-
-

WINTER AND
SNOW WILL BITE
BOTH MEN ANP ELVES,
WITH MY FRIENDS BEHIND
THEM ANP WINTER UPON
88 THEM, THEY WiLL PER=-
| HAPS BE IN &
‘ MOOD TO PARLEY

M ’_ im WITH.




hat night Bilbo
made up his mind.

gl §- ]
MIGHTY coLp!
I WisH WE CouLp
HAVE A FIRE UP
HERE AS THEY
HAVE IM THE
CAMP/

IT 15 WARM o YOuU ARE
ENOUGH INSIDE. IT = A SOOP FELLOW, \
IS5 LONG SINCE I WATCHED. MISTER BAGGINSG, AND
ANDP T WILL TAKE YOoUR I wWiLL TAKE ‘r‘d‘l.-llt
TURN FOR YOU, IF YOoUu OFFER KINDPLY. IF
LIKE, THERE I3 NO THERE SHOULD BE
SLEEF IN ME ANYTHING TO NOTE,
TOMIGHT. EOUSE ME FIEST,
MIND YOu/

I OFF You GO/ 3_'.1-

I WILL WAKE YOou :
AT MIPNIGHT, ANP YOU B
CAN WAKE THE NEXT

WATCHMANM,

S ————— S ——— T AM MISTER
BILBO BAGGINS, COMPANION

OF THORIN |F YOU WANT TD

‘!:Eqiu& véry dark. At last KNOW,. T KNOW YOLR KING WELL

. Lﬁﬁﬂud hthn hir'.d 1= BY SIGHT, THOUGH PERHAPS HE
m':‘ ¥ i$ e wssqtr;-ﬂfnia H:e & ERVANT COESN'T KNOW ME TO LOOK AT

for the I:.HI'I'IF-'. a5 h'E WI-'ﬂ'hEd-' LET'S H.I“:-"E' ME. AND IT iS5 BARD

he missed hi fooying on
round stong & el in 1 you . ;
. J IF YOuU WISH
the cold water. WANT ME! | EVER TO GET BACK TO YOUR
\ OWN WOODS FEOM THIS COLD
s CHEERLESS PLACE YOU WILL LET ME
NO FISH S A% MAY BE. T HAVE ONLY AN
THERE IS A - HOUR OR TWO TD SPARE.
SFY ABOUT. . p—
HIPE YOUR

ocoting on & 1 AM HERE, E =3 WANT TO SEE.

THEY WILL
HELF Hid MOEE
THAN US, IFIT IS
| THAT QUEERE LITTLE
CREATURE THAT i5 |
SAIC TO PE THEIE
SERVANT. ’




REALLY
YOU KNOW THINGS
ARE IMPOSS|BLE,
PERSONALLY T AM
TIREP OF THE

WHOLE AFFAIE,

HAVE AN INTEREST
IN THIS MATTER — ONE
FOURTEBNTH SHARE TO
BE PRECISE, ACCORDING
TOA LETTER, WHICH
FORTUNATELY T
HAVE KEPT.

A SHARE
OF THE PROEITS,
MIND YOuU, PERSONALLY
I AM ONLY TOO READY TO
CONSICER ALL YOUR CLAMS
CAREFULLY, AND PEPUCT WHAT

IS RIGHT FROM THE TOTAL
\, BEFORE FUTTING IN MY
OWN CLAIM.

WHY

PO YOu TELL

US THISZ ARE vou

BETRAYING YOUR

FRIENPDS OR ARE:

YOU THREATENING
Us=z

AT THE SAME
TIME WINTER 15 COMING
ON FAST, ALSO THERE WILL
BE OTHER PIFFICULTIES, CAIN
OF THE IRON HILLS, T MAY
TELLYOU, iS5 NOW LESS THAN
TWO DAYS'MARCH OFF. AND
HAS AT LEAST Five HUNPRED
CRIM DWARVES WITH HIAM,
WHEM THEY AREIVE THEEE
MAY BE SERIOLS
TROUBLE,

THIS IS THE
ARKENSTONE DOF
THRAIM, THE HEART
OF THE MOUNTAIN,
AND IT IS ALSO THE
HEART OF THORIN,
HE VALUES [T ABOWE
A RIVER OF GOLD.
I GIVE IT TO vou.
IT WILL AiID vOu
IN YOUR BAR-
SAINING,

MY DEBAR
BARD! PON'T
BE SO HASTY.
I AM MERELY
FRYING TO AVOID
TROUBLES FOR ALL
CONCERNED, RO
L WiLL MAKE
YOu An
OFFER/

BILBO BAGGINS !
YOu ARE MEczE meTH;F
TO WEAR THE ARMOUR .
ELF-PRINCES THAN MANY \‘,_ N
THAT HAVE LOCOKED MORE k
COMELY INIT. BUTT
WONPER IF THORIN
OAKENSHIELD
WiLL SEE ITS0O. T
APVISE YOU TO REMAIN
WITH US, ANP HERE vOou
SHALL BE HONOURED
AND THRICE

CONE! MISTER
BAGGINS! THERE 1S
ALWAYS MORE
ap-"" : ABOUT YOU THAN

, ANYONE
: EXPECTS/

THANK YOU
VERY MUCH T AAL
SURE, PUT I CoN'T
THINK I OUGHT TO LEAVE
MY FRIENDS LIKE THIS,

AFTER ALL WE HAVE SONE
THROUGH TOGETHER, AND
I PROMISEP TO WAKE OLD
Eu.upuz AT MIPNIGHT,
TOO! REALLY I MUST
BE GOING, AND
GUICKLY,

GANDALF!

GLAD TO SEE
YOoUu! WHERE

ALL 1IN GOOD
TIME! THINGS ARE
PRAWING TOWARDS
THE ENP NOW, UNLESS
I AM MISTAKEN, THERE
IS AN UNPLEASANT TIME
JUST IiN FRONT OF YOU ;
BUT KEEF YOUR HEAET
UuP/! You MAay COME
) THROUGH ALL RIGHT.
THERE IS NEwWS BREW -
ING THAT EVEN
THE RAVENS HAVE
NOT HMEARD.
SO0OP NIGHT,

HOWEVER
YOuU PON'T KNOW
THORIN OA KENSHIELD AS
WELL AS T DO NOW, T ASSURE
YOU, HE I§ QUITE READY TO
SiIT ON A HEAP oF SO

AND STARYE, &S LONG
A% YOU 3T HERE .

IT iSN'T
EXACTLY! BUT,
WELL, T AM
WILLING TO LET
IT STAND AGAINST
ALL MY SLAIM,
PON'T wOou RO,

I MAY
A BURGLAZ-

BUT I AM
AN HOMEEST OWE,
I HOPE, MORE
OR LESS, Anye
WAY I AM GOING
BACK NOW. AND
THE D'wW Es
CAN DO WHAT

THEY LIKE

L AM S0

HAVE




MY MIND
DOES NOT CHANGE
WITH THE RISING AND
SETTING OF A FEBW SUNS,
OIP YOU COME TO ASK
ME IDLE QUESTIONS?
STILL THE
ELF-HOST HAS
NOT PEPARTED
AS I BAPE! TILL
THEN YOU COME IN
VAIN TO BARGAIN
WITH ME.

STILL OF
= THE SAME
et A\ MINDZ

THAT STONE
WAS MY FATHER'S,
AND 18 MINE., WHY

SHOULD I PURCHASE
P, MY OWN <

you/!
YouLu'' You
MISERABLE HOBRIT/
YOou UNMPERSITED — l

IS THERE
THEN MNOTHING
FOR WHICH YOu
WOuLP YIELD

BGLAR !
AMY OF YOUR

BY THE

GOLD 7 BEARDP OF PuinN/
I WiSH I HAP GANPALF
WHAT HERE/ CURSE HIM FOR
OF THE ARKEN- HIS CHOICE OF YOU/ may
STONE OF HIS BEARD WITHER/ AS

THRAINZ FOR YOU I WiLL THROW

YOou TO THE ROCKS/

BUT HOW
CAME YOU BY
THE HEIRLOOM
OF MY HOUSE —
IF THERE |5 HEED
TO ASK SLICH A

GQUESTION OF

HERE I8
GANPALF' AND
NONE TOO SOON IT
SEEMS. IF YOU PON'T
LIKE MY PURGLAR,
FPLEASE PON'T DAMACGE
HiM. PUT HiM DOWN,
ANP LISTEN FIRST
TO WHAT HE HAS
TO SAY /

FEAR ME.! PEARE ME!
YOU MAY HEMEMBER SAYING
[ THAT I MIGHT CHOOSE MY OWN FOLR-
| TEENTH SHARE S PERHAPS I TOOK IT
TOO LITERALLY. THE TIME WAS, ALL THE
| SAME, WHEN YOU SEEMED TO THINK
| THAT T HADP BEEN OF SOME SERVICE.
TAKE IT THAT I HAVE DISPOSED

HNTIL THEN
WE KBEP THE STONE. ‘
AT NOON TOMOREOW WE
WILL RETUEN, AND SEE IF
¥OU HAVE PROUGHT FROM THE
HOARP THE PORTION THAT IS
TO BE SET AGAINST THE
STONE, IF THAT IS DONE
WITHOUT PECEIT, THEN
WE WILL PEPART.

vYOu HAVE UPON YOU A
COAT OF 5ILVEE=5TEEL, WHICH
THE ELVES CALL M/THF/L, AND
IT & TOO GOOP FOR YOUu, IT CANNST
BE FIERCEP BY ARROWS® BUT
IF YOU PO NOT HASTEN,
I WILL STING YOUR
MISERABLE FEET.

ANP FOR TUE
ARKENSTONE T WiLL
GIVE ONE FOURTEENTH SHARE
OF THE HOARD IN SILVER AND
GOLD; BUT THAT SHALL PE
ACCOUNTED THE PEOMISED
SHARE QF THIS TRAITOR
ANC ¥OU CAN PIVIPE
IT AS YOU WILL .

YOU ARE
NOT MAKING
AVERY SPLENPID
FIGLRE &5 KING
UNPER THE MOUN-
TAIN, BUT THINGS
MAY CHANGE
YET.




hat day passed and the night.
E The u;n:'l: mMorning was :'.I‘r‘tﬂlirt
¢arly when a cry was heard
in tHe camp.

biin had
COoOMme.
B

i

[ A horin had u t e
a tnhin  of whart Ha ff.‘gﬂ'
the day b Qud Eiirr hld hurﬂﬁl
on th '.I:iw night, and o had come |-
upon 1 soonar 'I:han e:ps::tud
o~ w S~
:ﬁ.ﬂ-:_.f%#_'_l,.ahl ;

WE ARE SENT
EROM DAIN SON OF
NAIN, WE ARE HASTENING
TO OUR KINSMEN IN THE
MOUNTAIN, SINCE WE LEARMN
THAT THE KINGDPOM OF OLD
IS RENEWED. PUT WHO ARE
YOU THAT ST IN THE PLAIN
AS FOES BEFORE DEFEN-
PEC WALLS &

| [B.rd, of course, refused | { PRard thm; sent m;;-n at once to the aru|
to go straight on to the m:u;nth has mnn mﬁr.h nrp ?ntmimt.
rmln-u:‘.«:lﬂ" Q”h-ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ
S | e e
Arhdni'l:-aﬂl 1% the eastern bank. /

dwarvﬂ had brought mﬂr FOOLS! THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND
thtm a grest store of WAR ABOVE GROUND, WHATEVER THEY
plies. :5 m:ruld stand a MAY KNOW OF BATTLE IN THE MINES,
5 s and | LET US SET ON THEM NOW FROM BOTH
ﬂ'&‘ time Hﬂt mﬂr‘,ﬂ dwdrves SIPBS, BEFORE THEY ARE FULLY
n“g come . i - RESTED.

LONG WILL T
TARRY, ERE I PEGIN
1 THIS WAR FOR GOLD. LET
US HOPE STILL FOR SOME -
. THING THAT WiLL Ao
BRING RECOM-
B CILIATION. ’
OUR APVANTAGE
IN NUMBERS WILL
BE ENOUGH,
IE IN THE
ENP IT

JLL

e

I

to push on |

'31._“‘ )} between the

Mountain and

' the W'Pﬂf the
river for the 1.
| narrow land ' P

there did not |
strongl
qua

B ut the Elvenking reckoned
without the dwerves. The
knowlgdge that the Arkenstone
war- in €ne hands /"
a%rbri burned in their

I"il sudd
514 tl1= dr'gf w#tuﬂ but =
‘I:h e wind, i
n:rrl thl rth, like a8 vast c
irds, so dense that np lgh n:auHu
Seen brtm their wings, |

a

- lp fi
e W &
| e

v




ALL! THE

DOREAD HAS
COME LIPON YOUu
LINS
ARE LULQw vou! BOLG OF
THE NORTHN IS5 COMING.
BENOLD! THE BATS ARE
LY ASOVE MNIS ARMY LikE 4
SEA OF LOCLUSTS., THWEY
FIPE LIEOAN WOLVES
AND WARGS ARE iA
THEIR TRAIN'

TIME FOR COLUNC/L.
LET DMIN SaW OF
NAIN COME SWIETLY

come’
THWERE IS YET

TO LS/

anpg hlﬂ

that none had expected;

it was colled the BPattle
terribl
the wild W

Five Armies,
ide were

., and upon the
Dwus.

and it was
= |the Gnﬁ?ﬂi
other were Elves and Me

Upon one

ver since the fallof }
the Great Goblin of
the Mi Mourtains
hatréd of their race
r the dwarves had been
rekindled tof t:uﬁsdm
65e -]
vo between all their

cities, colpnies and

holds; for the
resolvied now to win t
domirtion of the North.

hen they learned of
edth of Smaug,
Rerie] el thes, hostenad
might. u;fttr"ni through
mountains. and ca

the d

thuys at |ast on a8 sudden
from the North hard on

the heels of Pain,

gﬂ- this would be
[

Hm
Mountain itself, and
&0 attack them also

from behind and above.

he council's n the
only hope was Southern
to lurethe ?nhl ins spur the
irrto the va fgm’ Elves were
nthe aF set,

the mountain:
and thgmselves

man the great

Spurs
south and east.

rilous, if the gob-
i 5F:ew in sufficient
to overrun the

-

n the Epst-
ern spur
wWereg men

and dwarves.

gcun:l J'
he
y 5puUr's end and came rush-
ng into Pale. Man
n fell before t
drew back and fled to
' gither side.

&l

blin banners were ]

tless, black and
cameon like
and disorder.

red, and
|2 tide in fur




T was a terrible
battie. { 4 .

A -"'-"""a;. | “"!/
(r".aﬁﬁ\‘% J “?’“ i""

n his rin llrlu . owstar. ' i "’J
o El;r’ JTen o Vanjeneg he o) the first to charae. Th
I from all EI" T e \-’H wlr'-n Irs [ gir
oy r'm of that s-u hatred fo Hmi s :ﬂld?:d bitter.

rrows and wlld ur: Thl sent nemies a ﬂhnr'ﬂr
F?anﬂﬂtﬁ our Hiﬂd ‘FP @ 'I’I:::J‘-mrlzn it fled 8¢ if w"th
w? ;rpem'gll S&n :g; a EF‘? mg fire. Ethllm:l a;;:" d::m:# g thmr and
& Fo 8 qoe in [u) rFSpearmen @ H 8na cAg
ﬂ-war‘::ls vy 2 '} The rn.-:ui were staingd black with aoblin §

¥
|

\

"-. ?
usy 35 the goblins were r’n.:.r:.-ufm-'mg from ! \/
the onslsught and the elf-charge was | ‘

L]
" haited, there rose from across !"”",'3
a du -throated roar. With cries of Iz i
-y

ain, Dain/* the dwarves of the Iron
H-tli plunged in, wiglding their msttocks,
Wpon the uthlrsidﬂ; and beside them came
the men of the Lake with long :l»wardi

- y 4 A '|-
?lmﬁ came upon the goblins; i) B - _ %
and evén as they turned to 4" i - San
rl'l-tlt this new attack, the elves
rgid 8gain with rengwed

ers. Yictory seemed at - | SN T \

Hlnd when & cry rang out on

the heights above.
oblins had scaled the Mourtain ‘i):g drew on. ‘r‘m oblins guthnm&
-Frnm the other side and airga’.‘d}‘ 8aain intha val q There 8 host §
any were on the siopes abm.-e t Wargs d:!rr'.li ruun and with
:te and others were st rﬂrm them came th d u:_rB:dg |

) ) ? down reckiess| to atteck the % Now Pard wﬂl
' frnm :b.:me "-"h: m:-w vamihed (4 the Esstern EP'I-IF
s\, from hope !Hmmed .:: slowly back; and {he e I *.'! re,
e ‘ the ‘hrit ﬂnill h‘t ﬂft Plack tide. F— =t bug about their kin

_ mmmw*ﬁ“ e

- ] . 7 ' .

315 e Q"(
“’} u ! #’

Suddemg there was a great shout, and from the Gate came a trumpet call,




E’ hey had forgotten Thorin/

gmn the %ﬂbhnﬁ w;r: stricken 5 the valley widened his onset
inth uallm,.{ pilld grew ever slower. His numbars
in heaps till Pale was dar h'r eous k| were too few, His flanks were
with their corpses. The Wa rgﬁ were unguarded. Soon the attackers
scattered and Thorin drove ri ht ;rl attackad, hammed all about
against the bodyguards of with goblins and wolves returni

n 3ll this Bilbo looked with
misery. J

I. o
- il
W !
! T

1=

IT Wikl NOT BE
LOME NOW BEFORE THE
GOBLINS WIM THE GATE.
AND WE ARE ALL SLALGH-
TERED OR DREIWVEN DOWN

- 558 body ;: iy AND CAPTURED. REALLY IT
atg Bol 'm:IEuIr.E unrd ] i l!rw ENOLIOM To MAKE ONE
nﬂ?pﬁ#ﬂ them, &nd drove in u ?bhﬂr ranks 1Al . ¥ EZTIETHW
their ranks. like waves upon clifts of sand. £ S I WouLp
e | W . . : ! HATHER OLD SMALG
5 B , 5 HAD BEEN LEFT WITH

™ ALL THE WERETCHED

TREEASURE THAMN THAT
THESE VILE CREATURES
SHOULD GET (T, AND
POOR oD lﬂMlﬂﬂ'
AMP BALIN AND
FiL AND KiLI AND
ALL THE BREST
COME 'r-:l A FAD

e ’n

MJ!'FF'!‘

wlil-i I WA-!
WELL OuT
aF IT.

He clouds were torn by the wind, and a red sunset
l-l.:l ed the :st Eﬁi the sudden gleam inthe
ilbo looked round, Ha sve s grest cry: he had
a sight that made his Heart |éap, dark shapes
small yet'majestic sgainst the distant glow.

E he ¢ mlglu were t that
ng down the momant
wind, Imn after line a itnﬂ:
in SUCh & host a5 must hurtling from
have gathered from ||above rh:rtz
o all t-hl E.Priﬁ of the ht‘.dw'-g
North, Iff the elves Bilbo's I-ulrrl
could not see Bilbo
they could hear him,
Soon they too took
up the :. ; and 1t
echoed a raii the
valley.

e .ﬂ h‘
fell with IJ
crash and
Krngw no
MOFE ,




a Hféi!p, IT IS WELL
hen B THAT I HAVE FOUND
me' v | B YicToRY T RS e Aea vOu/ YOU ARE NEEDED
himself, he g ALL, OTHERWISE I suPrFose ||| ANP WE HAVE LOOKED FOR
litersll b, - I MIGHT HAVE SPENT A YOU LONG. I HAVE BEEN
was 11 C WARM AND COMEORT- SENT TO LOOK HERE FOR
by himself, ABLE NIGHT IN THE LAST TIME, _A
He was shok- HELLO BED.
iﬂhg'l'l‘:j 5 meuuw Y KNOCK ON THE You
crm i
& I::E his 0 e HEAD, I THINK, BUT \ HURT?
h ffimad BILBO T HAVE A HELM AND
ith i BAGGINS, A MARP SKULL. ALL
with e, COMPANION THE SAME T FEBL
A OF THORIN/ SICK AND MY LEGS
: ARE LIKE

CARRERY YOuU
POWN TO THE
CAMP IN THE
VYALLEY.

o

LieRYL

i

WELL I NEVER
ALIVE AFTER ALL—T
AM GLAP! T BEGAN TO
WONPER IF EVEN YOUR LUCK
WOULP SEE YOu THEOUGH/
A TERRIBLE BUSINESS,

ANP IT NEARLY WAS
PISASTROUS,

OTHER NEWS
CAN WAIT. COME
YOU ARE CALLED
FOR.

I'Lé




FAREWELL,
SOOP THIEF. I &GO

NOW TO THE HALLS OF '?_if?' r'
WAITING TO SIT BESIDE
| MY FATHERS, UNTIL )

4 W'O 0 5"’ :;f"‘ﬁ \

EENEWED.
SINCE I LEAVE
NOW ALL GOLD AND
SILVER, AND GO WHERE
IT IS OF LITTLE WORTH, T
WiISH TO FPAET IM FEIEHE"ﬁHIF'
FREOM YOU, ANFP I WOULP
TAKE BACK MY WORPS
AND PEEFPS AT
THE GATE.

FAREWELL, KING
UNDER THE MOUNTAIN/
THIS IS A BITTER ADVENTLIRE
IF IT MUST ENDP S0 AND NOT A
MOLINTAIN OF GOLD CAN AMEND
IT. YET I AM GLAD THAT I HAVE
SHARED IN YOUR PERILS — THAT
HAS BEEN MORE THAN ANY
BASGING PESERVES.

IS MORE IN YOU OF
GOOD THAN YOU KNOW, CHILD
OF THE KINPLY WEST. SOME
COURAGE AND SOME WISDOM,
BLENDPDEDP IN MEASURE. |IF MOHE
OF Us VALLEDP FOOP ANP CHEER
AND SONG ABOVE HOARDED
SOLD. IT WOULE BE A
MERRIEE WORELD,

BuT

SAD OR
MERRZY, T MUST
LEAVE IT NOW.
F-HEEWE;-L-’

e OB ¥
1. A :‘ en Bil mldﬂwl :md umrrt i
; %:.rﬂuftfh:’“ P hgtm b:hdl
£ mﬁ'ﬂ'""ﬁt wlr’ﬁng N%rl %htﬂ‘

| heart to moke a jo Inllglm.

i -
1= e W ENR A MEERCY (T 16 THAT
- - » I WOKE P WHEN I DiP.
* I WiSH THORIN WERE
. LWING, BUT I AM
GLAP THAT WE
DARTEP IN

YOou ARE A
FOOL, BILBO BASSING,
AND YOU MAPE A OREAT
MESS OF THAT BUSINESS
WITH TUE STONE: AND
THERE WAS A BATTLE, IN
SPITE OF ALL YOUR EFFORTS
TO BuyY PEACE ANP QUIET,
BUT I SUPPOSE YOoU
CAMN HARPLY BE
BLAMED FOR
THAT.




A ne Esgles had long had suspicion

of thé goblins' mustering, Se they
too had ?.aih:md in great numbers;
and at | h smelling battie from
afar they had come s ing dowr
the gale inthe nick of time. They it
wes who ditlodged the goblins from
the mountainelopes.

vt even with the Eagles

they were still outnum-
bered. Inthat [ast hour
Beorn himself had appeared-
ne one knew how or from
where. He cameg alone, and in

bear's shape: and he seemed | IS

To have grown almost to
giant-size in his wrath,

_ (Sw-ft!i, he returned and his o
. wrath was redoubled, so that three
1 that nothing could withstand parts of the gob-
S him, and no'wespon seemed lin warriors of
4 to bite him, He #Mtt#r:fthc the North perished
¥ bodyguard, and pulled down on that day, and
Bolg himself and crushed him,| |the mountdins had
] peace for many
E’hnn dismay fell on th a year
all directions, Dut weariness
left their enemies with the
' coming of new hope, and they
pursued them closely, and pre-
| vented most of them from
| @scaping where thay could,

: nge have said

= |

3{: fell upon their rear,

broke like 8 clap of thunder

. through the ring. Then Beorn
stooped And |ifted Thorin, whe
had fallen pierced with spears,
and bore him out of the fray.

SOME
AREF IM THE
HUNT, BUTMOST
HAVE SOME BACK
TO THEIR
EYRIES,

THEY
WOULD NO
AND PEPARTED gsoong 4
WITH THE FIRST -
LIGHT OF
MORMNING.
PAIN HAS
CROWNED
THEIR CHIEF
WITH GOLD, AND
SWORN FRIEND-
SHIP WITH
THEM FOR-

I
SORAY, I MEAN,

I $HOULD HAVE LIKED
TO SEE THEM ASAIN.
PERHAPS I SHALL SEE

THEM ON THE WAY
HOME .




—

ctually it was some days before Bilbo
realiy set out, They buried Thorin

deep benesth the Mountsin, and Bard
isid tha Arkenstong upon his bresst.,

THERE LET IT LIE

TiLL THE MOUNTAIN
FALLS, MAY IT BRING
G000 FORTUNE TO ALL
HiS FOLP THAT PWELL

HERE AFTER/ .

uﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ,l'liﬁ tomb the Elvenking then
laid Orcrist, the elvish Sword
that had been taken from Thorin

| in captivity. It is said in songs
that it gleamed ever in the dark
T if foes approached, and the fort-
=  rass of the dwerves could not be
- taken by surprise.

herg now Pain son of
MNain took up his abode,

and he became Hl'ng under

the Mountain. i

-¥

e

f the twalve companions B

: of Thorin, ten remained,
ili and Kili had fallen

defending him with shield

and body, for he was their

mothers elder brother.

—

THIS TREASURE |5 AS - ' Y
MUCH YOURS AS IT 18 MINE, veT Wb 7, Ehe end he would only take two
smail chests, ong filléd with sil-
TO LAY ASIPE ALL YOUR CLAIM, T ver, 3 8 olher with goid.
SHOLLD WISH THAT THE worps oF | Will be quite 8s much a5 I can men-
THORIN, OF WHICH HE REPENTED, Bae, "said ha.
SHOULD NOT PROVE TRUE: THAT - - - :
WE SHOULD GIVE YOU LITTLE, FAREWELL, BALIN! AND FARE -
T WELL, DWALIN AND MAREWELL DORI,

HONOUR THE
AGREEMENT OF
THE PEAP AND HE
HAS NOW THE

ARKENSTONE IN
HIS KEEPING.

ONM EARETH SHOULD T HAVE

I WOULPD REWARD YOU MOS
RICHLY OF ALL. NORI, ORI, QIN, GLOIN, BIFUR, BOFUR,
- i.hllf' MMEH:‘E: MAY YOUR BEARDPS
VERY KIND - NEVEE OROW THIN'/
OF YDU. BUT REALLY IT .
I A RELIEF TO ME. HOW
GOT ALL THAT TREASURE
HOME WITHOUT WaAR AND
MURPER ALL ALONG THE
I ey

WAY. T DPON'T KNOW,
I AM SURE IT 1S

no I::t r ;fﬂl_.i
question
dividing the =
hoard in such sehares as
had been planned.Yeta P
fourteenth share of all the| ™
silver and gold, wrought £

and unwrought, was given i =
up to Bard.” From t S

FAREWELL,

tressure Pard sent much gold to the . YY¥ THORIN OAKEN-
Master of Laketown. To the Elven- s — ey
king he gave the emeralds of Girion § FHEHER . VOUR RGOS Y
which Dain had restored to him, LTI NG e - NEVER FAPE/

GOo0D -
BYE AND GO0OD
LUCK, WHEREVER
[ YOU FARE ! IF EVER
YOU VISIT US AGAIM,

IF EVEE
YOouU ARE

WHEN OUR HALLS A
ARE MADPE FAIR Eﬂﬁr’;tggﬂﬂv
OHCE MORE, W.ﬁ.i"l" TO
THE KNOCK /
FEAST SHALL TEA IS
INDEED BE AT EouR’
SPLENPIP/! BUT ANY

OF YOUu ARE
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o i.r ;1" e '-IH— - 13-:':1.-..7"... -
he elf-host was on the march; and if it was sadl
lessened, yet many were glad: for the dragon w;s

| dead, and the goblins overthrown, and their h?ar-t

looked forward after winter to a spring of jou.

2 they went on until they drew near to the borders |
/ of Mirkwood, Then they halted, for the wizard and
Bilbo intended t0 go slong the edge of the forest,
y and round its northern ehd. It wds a long and cheer- |
le#s road, but now that the goblins were crushed, it
seemed safer to them than dresdful psthways
under the trees, Moreover Beorn was going that way too.
|~ [ 2B Ay o

FAREWELL! O BELVENKING! ik AND n !
MEREY BE THE GEEENWOOD,
WHILE THE WORLD 1S
YET YOUNG.

S

FAREWELL.
O GANPALF, MAY YOU

ARE MOBT NEEPED AND
LEAST EXPELTED THE
OFTENER YOU APPEAR ¢

IN MY HALLS THE
BETTER SHALL I
BE PLEASED/

j1bo had many hardships and adverrtures before he

' LY got back. The Wild was still the Wild, and there were

many other things in it in those days —basides goblins.
{ -

< - r ey ~ i

nuywa mid- winter Gandalf and |
Aggllttwb%ld come all the way back

to the doors of Beorn's house: and B

1| there for a while they both stayed. |

o T ——

those regions;
and it is sai
oenerations ¢
F rns
lrmfi"r?l line
the

IN WHAT
Way HAVE I
EARNED SUCH

A GIFT,
O HOBBIT =2

You TO ACZCEPT TAKE YOoug SIET, F
THIS GIET/ O BILBO THE MAGH |-
’ FICENT, AND T NAME
g

Py MADE FOR YOUR,

I WiLL

YOU ELF-FRIEND AND
BLESSED. MAY YOUR
SHAPOW MEVER GROW

LESS ( OR STEALING
WOULD BE TOO BASY) J
FAREWELL ' n

IFT,

WELL, &r,
I THOUGHT,
PON'T YOU KNOW
THAT, €r, SOME

LITTLE RETURN
¥ SHOULP BE

er, HOSPITALITY.
I HAVE PRUNK
MUECH OF vou=
WINE AMD EATEMN
MUCH OF YOUR
BREAD.

t was spring before Bilba|
and EmndF al¥ took thair
leave at |ast of Beorn,
and at last they came up
the road, and reached
S et
In Fi
before. There far away
was the Lm:i;j Mountain
on the edge of eyesight,
On its highest pgak
unmelted was gleam-

| ing pale.
S0 COMES '
SMNOW AFTER

FIRE, AND EVEN
FPRASOMNS HAVE
THEIR ENDING/
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Hrrii%thg two ndalf it was \ mﬁr Bilbo
o tF nk of the {f s fallen quite . |
Kivandell, w mﬂu W Itm H:i_';_';r um ;

i
J NOW THE FOREST N
¥ Wikl GROW SOMEWHAT
MORE WHOLESOME, THE
NORTH WiLL BE FREED
FROM THAT HORROR FOR
il MANY LONG YEARS, 1
HOPE. YET I WISH
HE WERE BANISHEP
FROM THE WORLD/
T WouLp
BE WELL INPEEP,
BUT T FEAR THAT
WILL NOT COME ABOUT
IN THI® AGE OF THE
WORLD O FOR -.
MANY AFTER,

El'oariru:ﬂ fa!l from Bilbo
AL so0n in that house.Yet
even that place could not
long delay him now, and_
always of his |
own home. After s week,
therefore, he said fare-
| to El snd giving |
him such smafl QitEs 8%
he would acce rode
away with Gandalf,

MERRY
IS MAY=TIME |
BUT SCUR BACK IS
TO LEGENPS AND
WE ARE COMING
HOME . I SUPPOSE
THIS |& A FIRST
TASTE QF IT.

L 1]
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each point onthe rosd
 Bilbo l'?:.l:lllldt-hd hap-

—

Ao S Shei going vies

E'F:rfrd the road th Sy
found the sald of the € L) >

the words of , rolls, which they had buried, $I\ % 8 Time they walked. But +
= olle, ’ . he
“r: like tﬁnﬁoﬁﬁ,ﬁm + R Syidoe s untouched. ; lan Hl:g rveen and there

| was much grass through
anHAvE 4 which the hobbit strofled

/

e el

long contentedly—for now
turned aside for thair nasty VOU HAD Baraiet. Tiiné had broug 1er
adventure with Tom and TI%#HE; EIEE‘ELF. '"ugt"l ﬂmfﬁ:ﬂﬂ;ﬁt

I PARESAY You
CAN FING A

and hot sgain,
—

Bart and Biil.
WS ‘

v

INCEED
I CAN! BUT
SHARE ANC SHARE
ALIKE YOuU MAY
FIND YOou
HAVE MORE
NEEDS THAN
YOou EXPECT.

s all o

i &0 EVER EvER ON
b o a‘ﬁﬁgfﬂp&w;fﬂﬂf . ) . l-. Eves THAT Forp
an end, UEEET THAT WANDERING WAVE SEEREST AND £
even this fﬁr VE SOWE AAND M - e

HA ST Te Pod - e Ay

story, a A7 LA ; i’y

. TURN Jome ARAR. Look AT LAST o
day came t Ano TREES LD fﬂ"ﬂl’
A A b A
could see Tl bt
his own & .
Hill in the | & -
distance. .

g T - —

[
i
4 .
= [} -
-

ilbo had arrived back in the
middile of an auction’ There

¥ ] -
i . . .
u K

7 MY DEAR o ' W:;: large _l":lhnﬁ-:t in black and
y F ung on The gate, statin
Bl I ;1 that on Tune tthwmtwﬁEcgud !
N MATTER WiTH you! 4 Messers, Grubb, Grubb, and Bur-
YOU ARE NOT THE & b rowes would seil by auction the |
L HOBBIT THAT effects of the late Bilbo Baaggins
YOU WERE. Esquire, of Bag-End, UnderHill, g

. _ " Hobbiton. Sale To commence at
| ten o'clock sharp. ey




most of the thi

bm

next to

= 1t was now nearly lunchtime, and
95 had already
sold, for various
_ nothing to old songs (as
I} nntlunuiuai at auctinrrf

vill- Ba
in fact, b

prices

e

& own furniture would

presumption wrong.

Bil bo's cousins the Sack-

inses were, !—-—""
‘ Hﬁ mldiur‘in? — o

his rooms tosee it ﬂ*;‘!tr "

e .
In short Bilbo was “Pre-
sumed Pead ¥ and not
everybody that said so
was Sorry to find the

s

he return of Mr.
Bilbo Pagains
created quite a dis-
turbance, both under
the Hill and over the
Hill, and across the
water; it was a
reat deal more than
nine days’ wonder,
The legal bother,
indeed, |lasted for
FHumi
n the énd to save
time Bilbo had to
buy back quite a lot |
of His own furniture,
Many of his silver
spoons m

steripusly |
e e
g -a

: ' @ncouraged in their friend

']ndud Bilbe found he had lost more
than spoons —he had lost his repu-
, tation. Itis true that forever r
he remainad an elf-friend, and had
the honour of dwarves, wizards, and
all such folk a8 evar passed that way;
but ha was ro longer quite respectable.

e was in fact held by all the hobbits
of the ﬂgnq‘lhbuurhmd to be queer—
mn_ggobg his nephews and nieces on
the Kside, but even the lr;rrg net
ip by

| I‘t.hm‘r' elders.

i35

sart callers ca

he
e

am sorry to sa
[ did not mind.
S he hu
mantigpiece.
of mail was arra

8 stand in the hall
Vuntil he lent it toa
Museum), His
Silver was la
in Frﬁ:‘:};& is magic
Fi 8 grga
Hr?rnt for he ?Hitf |
used it when unplea-
e,

was quite contant.His
over the
% comt

old and
nt

€ took to writi
poetry and ui:?-
ting the elves; and
thsugh few believed
any of I'I'éi tnla:, he
rémainea véry ha
to the end of "his e
s, and those were
extraordinarily long.

i . . o




2 sutumn gvening some ye
fﬂrw.lr' Ell‘hﬂ was ll'h-'l:-l
§ study rH:i '5 memoirs—

:ﬁﬁ m *"Th;
A m,l
wheut}urrm a ring atthd&

- li:lu-tﬁwu wu- lf%ﬁd and
wWas more prosperous n ever,
and much wealth wﬂﬂ and down
-I:hf ﬁ.'unmng River; and there was
endghip in those Fll"t‘l
elves and dwarves and men.

fﬁ & N
;

’£ ‘ll_,#

'l':
hliu.g the kind

that ¢asily catches
such disedse he fell
under the dr -

id
and fled with it,
#nd died of starva-
tionin the Waste,
deserted by his
companions,

OF COURSE!
AMP WHY SHOULPD
NOT THEY FROVE

TRUBZ

e — —

oon they fell to talking of thei
o e Tt s
¥
in the lands of the " ut;fusgﬁ"g
seemed they were going well.

rd had rebuilt the 1
- B’ all {I-m h":ll.ll hawu

daain and rich, iﬂdthc
’ lltian WII!I now -Flullld with bi 5lnd

blossoms ins and fruit and
feasting in aﬂuﬁn 4

THE NEW MASTER
IS OF WISER KIND ANDP
VERY POPULAR, FOR, OF COURSE,
HE GETS MOST OF THE CREDIT FOR
THE PRESENT PROSFERITY. THEY
ARE MAKING SONGES WHICH SAY
THAT IN HIS CAY THE RIVERS
RN WITH &0LP.

THEN THE
PROPHECIES OF
THE OLP SONGS HAVE
TURNED OUT TO PE
TRUE, AFTER A
FASHION |

o e

SURELY - "r"ﬂH ARE A

YOU DON'T PISBELIEVE VERY FINE PERSON,

" THE PROPHECIES, PECAUSE Y MISTER BASGINS, ANDP T

YOU HAD A HAND IN BRINGING AM FOND OF YOU: BUT You

THEM ABOUT YOURSELFT YOU ARE ONLY GUITE A LITTLE

PON'T EEALLY SUPPOSE, DO FELLOW IN A WIDE

YOU, THAT ALL YOUR ADVEN- WORLD AFTER ALL/
TURES AND ESCAFPES
WERE MANAGED BY
MERE LUCK, TUST FOR

YOUR SOLE PENEFITS







J.R.R.Zolkien

J. R. R. Tolkien (1892—1973) was Professor of Anglo-Saxon at Pembroke
College, Oxford, from 1925 to 1945 and then, until his retirement in 1959,
Merton Professor of English Language and Literature. His chief interest was
in the literary and linguistic tradition of the English West Midlands,
especially in Beowulf, the Ancrene Wisse, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight;
but he is better known to the reading public as the author of Farmer Giles of
Ham, The Hobbit, The Adventures of Tom Bombadil, and the three volumes of

The Lord of the Rings..

David Wenzel

David Wenzel began his career in 1975 by illustrating Middle Earth, The World
of Tolkien Illustrated by Lin Carter, and has now come full circle with the
completion of The Hobbit. His style combines classic pen and watercolor
techniques and graphic storytelling. Artistic inspiration came from Arthur
Rackham, Howard Pyle and Hal Foster, plus a large medieval reference library.
Other illustrated works by Wenzel include Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure
Island, Robert E. Howard's Solomon Kane, H. B. Pieper's The Adventures of Little
Fuzzy, and Kingdom of the Dwarfs by Rob Walsh.



Charles Dixon

Charles Dixon has written various children's books for Golden Books and
Walt Disney, including new adventures of Winnie the Pooh. He has worked
prolifically in comics since 1984, producing original stories and series
continuity for every major comics company. His works include: Airboy,
Evangaline, Strike, Radio Boy, Valkyrie!, Black Terror, Alien Legion, Moon Knight,
Super Cops, Alias , and many others.

Sean Deming

Sean Deming came to Eclipse Books as an assistant editor in 1985 . He went
on to edit many titles and also held the position of Distribution Manager
from 1988 to 1990. It was during this time that he began working on The
Hobbit. He co-created and edited the New Wave series during the late '80s,
and created the Naive Inter-dimensional Commando Koalas.

Bill Pearson

Bill Pearson has written, edited, colored, and illustrated comics over the last
thirty years for almost every publisher in the field, but is most often
employed as a letterer. His skillful use of letter forms enhances the overall
sense of design of The Hobbit. Other recent lettering works include Clive
Barker's Tapping the Vein, and P. Craig Russell's adaptation of The Magic Flute.






published mﬁﬂmm ago, J.R.R. Tolkien's
'Iﬁathchas become one of the best-loved books of all time.
Now Tolkien's fantasy classic has been adapted into a fully painted
graphic novel,

The Hobbit is the story of Bilbo Baggins...a quiet and contented hobbit
whose life is turned upside down when he joins the wizard Gandalf
and thirteen dwarves on their quest to reclaim the dwarves’ stolen
treasure. It is a journey fraught with danger—and in the end b
it 1s Bilbo alone who must face the guardian of this treasure
the most-dreaded dragon Smaug.

IL_.F"

Hlustrated in full colour throughout, and accompanied
by the carefully abridged text of the original
novel, this handsome authorised edition
will introduce new generations to a
magical masterpiece—and be
treasured by Hobbit fans of
all ages, everywhere.
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