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Stewart White (1873–1946), American author and conservationist wrote The Blazed Trail (1902), as well as many other works of a metaphysical nature, works of history, travel and adventure books, children's books, essays, and short stories. His books were often of a motivational nature, and squarely based on his own life's experiences, many of them based in the American west.

Stewart Edward White, the son of Mary E. Daniell and Thomas Stewart White, successful lumberman, was born on 12 March 1873 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Young Stewart was privately tutored, even when the family was travelling. As an avid outdoorsman, Thomas Stewart, who didn't believe his son could make a career of writing, played a large part in educating his son and introducing him to the study of birds. He developed an avid interest in nature, hunting, camping and hiking and soon came to greatly admire his father's “.. energy, vitality, honesty, good judgment, and virility”.

In 1891 White graduated from Central High School in Grand Rapids. He continued his naturalist studies in the area, collecting bird skins, stuffing specimens, and writing articles, including a pamphlet on the birds of Mackinac Island that the Ornithologists' Union published. He would later buy a beach near Santa Barbara, California to turn it into a preserve, calling it “Sandyland”. He graduated from the University of Michigan, Phi Beta Kappa, in 1895 with a degree in Philosophy. He had an impressionable stint working as a lumberjack among the White Pines of Michigan in 1901, writing for a few hours every day in the early morning.

By 1903 he had earned his M.A. from Columbia University. Another notable occupation was his working at a mine in South Dakota for six months, prospecting for gold in the Black Hills. White took a literary composition course while at university, and encouraged by his professor was paid for his story A Man and His Dog by Short Story magazine. His first novel was The Westerners (1901), inspired by his Black Hills experience. The Claim Jumpers (1901) was followed by The Blazed Trail (1902).

The Westerners and The Claim Jumpers are melodramatic westerns with autobiographical details, and were highly praised though London critics found The Westerners too morbid. The Blazed Trail became a best-seller and is his most famous work. A bit of a muckraking work exposing the seedy underbelly of the lumber trade, it’s the story of a self-reliant man coming to terms with his environment. It was later included in Gregg Press's 1968 series of American Novels of Muckraking, Propaganda and Protest.

In 1903 White moved to Santa Barbara, California, where his parents lived. A year later, on 28 April 1904, he married Elizabeth (Betty) Calvert Grant of Rhode Island; they had no children. They camped in the Sierras for their honeymoon then settled in Burlingame, California. White dedicated many of his books in honour of her, the guide “Billy”. Theodore Roosevelt soon became a great friend of White's and they toured the state together. Roosevelt said of White, he's “the kind of young American who is making our new literature.” White was soon included in the same school of writers as Jack London and Rex Beach. During World War I White enlisted in the 144th Field Artillery and became a major. White was elected a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society for his work on mapping German East Africa (Tanzania) in 1913. He also became a member of the National Institute of Arts and Letters, and the American Academy of Arts and Letters.

The Forest (1904), The Mountains (1904), The Pass, Camp and Trail, The Silent Places (1907), Arizona Nights (1907), and The Riverman (1908), an adventure romance of lumbermen, are some of the many titles of White's dealing with the outdoors and summer pursuits. He was an avid traveller, often roughing it in such far places as Africa and Alaska. He strove for authenticity in his writing, not wanting to appear boastful of his triumphs. The Rediscovered Country (1915) was one of his many works on such travels, this time through the Serengeti. It is said that White, accompanied by another hunter, A.J.Cunningham, wrote the first definitive and widely acclaimed account of the Northern Serengeti.

“Never have I seen anything like that game. It covered every hill, standing in the openings, strolling in and out among groves, feeding on the bottom lands, singly, or in little groups. It did not matter in which direction I looked, there it was; as abundant one place as another. Nor did it matter how far I went, over how many hills I walked, how many wide prospects I examined, it was always the same. During my stay at the next two camps I looked over fifty square miles. One day I counted 4,628 head! And suddenly I realized again that in this beautiful, wide, populous country, no sportsman's rifle has ever been fired. It is a virgin game country, and I have been the last man who will ever discover one for the sportsmen of the world. There is no other available possibility for such a game field in Africa unexplored. I moved among those hordes of unsophisticated beasts as a lord of Eden would have moved.”
The Land of Footprints was published in 1913;

“As there happened to be gathered, at this time, several thousand of warriors for the purpose of a council, or shauri, with the District Commissioner we had just the audience to delight our barbaric hearts.”
White worked for a time in Arizona at Captain W. H. McKittick’s ranch as a cowboy and learned to ride horses. Arizona Nights was based on his extensive journal kept at the time on folklore and cowboy vernacular. White would produce many fiction and non-fiction works on the history of California including Gold (1913), The Gray Dawn (1915), and The Rose Dawn (1920). The Cabin (1922) was followed by Daniel Boone, Wilderness Scout (1926), an inspiring coming-of-age tale of Long Knife the great hunter, in his trailblazing from Indian territory to Kentucky and a fearless, ideal man, recommended reading by the Boy Scouts of America. He also wrote many books for children and his autobiographical Dog Days (1930) and Speaking for Myself (1943).

In March of 1918, Stewart and his wife Betty attended a party where a Ouija board was brought out and thus began their introduction to the spirit world, Betty becoming somewhat of a medium to the “Invisibles”, anonymous entities communicating messages through her in automatic writing. The result was the Betty Book (1937) and later The Unobstructed Universe (1940) which was based on communications he received through a medium from Betty, who had died in 1939. It is an undisputed classic of the psychic exploration genre.

“In answer to the desperate need of a stricken world, this book offers a new pattern for individual and social living...based on recapture of faith, not in the 'there ness' of immortality, but in its 'here ness'”.
White would write a number of other books based on the Betty material including The Stars Are Still There (1946).
White died in San Francisco on 18 September, 1946. The New York Times and Chicago Tribune published obituaries. A grove of sequoias on California's Redwood Coast was named in honour of White.

Biography written by C.D. Merriman for Jalic Inc. Copyright Jalic Inc 2005. All Rights Reserved.

Recent Forum Posts on Stewart Edward White

The BEST author on the metaphysical
The books of Stewart Edward White on his and Betty's efforts into metaphysics are simply the best out there. Though they are 60-85 years olf now, nothing since then has surpassed them. The Unobstructed Universe (TUU) is the single best book in the genre, IMHO. I am no pushover (I am an engineer), and I have no patience for New Age gurus. Curiosity got me interested in this area as a young man, and I was lucky to have found such a solid effort very early in my inquiring. I still use the information from TUU to weed out garbage, and there is plenty in this field. But not Stewart Edward White's work. It is too bad that someone hasn't followed up on the work he and Betty did. The world would be the richer for it. White's books are humble statements of what they experienced, without drawing a lot of attention to themselves. They were practical people who had open minds. They needed - and got in spades - "evidential", and once they found they weren't off on some wild goose chase, they worked hard to get the best understanding of what was coming through, as well as what was going on. When Betty herself died, Stewart was able to affirm that the being that was claiming to be Betty was, in fact, the personality Betty that he had been married to. And then they went forward from where they had left off. I could not recommend any book any higher - of any kind of book whatsoever.
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Betty and Stewart White

Birth: March 12, 1873 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, United States

Death: September 18, 1946 in Hillsborough, California, United States

BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

Author who published a number of books of "channeled'' material. Born March 12, 1873, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, he studied at the University of Michigan (Ph.D., 1895; M.A., 1903). In 1904 he married Elizabeth (Betty) Grant, and they settled in California where he became well known as an author of many books, articles, and short stories dealing with his experiences around the state in mining and lumber camps, and on exploration trips.

In 1922 he and Betty met a couple known in the literature as Joan and Darby. Several years earlier the couple had been playing with a Ouija board and made contact with a spirit entity, "Stephen,'' who became the source for a book they published in 1920 as Our Unseen Guest. Joan had become a full trance medium. Betty eventually followed a similar course and also became a medium in contact with a group of entities called simply "the Invisibles.'' Betty channeled numerous sessions with them. In 1937, after many years of quietly working with a very small group, Stewart told the story of Betty's development and repeated the basic teachings of "the Invisibles'' in what has become a classic work in the field, The Betty Book. White believed that these messages embodied a valuable philosophy and religious interpretation for daily life. Enough readers agreed and a second "Betty'' book was issued in 1939 as Across the Unknown.

Betty died in 1939, and in the months after her death, White received communication he believed to be from her through Joan. These were gathered into a book, The Unobstructed Universe (1940), which proved the most popular volume in the series and remains in print.

The continued response, possibly accelerated by the war, led to a number of further books. The Road I Know (1942) was an anthology of further selections from the material Betty had channeled. Anchors to Windward (1943) was a philosophical treatment of the Betty material. The Stars Are Still There (1946) grew out of specific questions sent to White during the war. With Folded Wings (1947), the last in the Betty book series, was published posthumously.

White died September 18, 1946, at Hillsborough, California. After his death, two manuscripts remained, both reflective of White's own development as a medium. One, The Job of Living, was published in 1948; the other, The Gaelic Manuscripts, was never published, though it circulated among White enthusiasts in mimeographed form.

Sources:

Joan and Darby. Our Unseen Guest. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1920.

Melton, J. Gordon. The Betty Book Literature of Stewart Edward White. Evanston, Ill.: The author, 1971.
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------. The Road I Know. N.p., 1942.

------. The Stars Are Still There. N.p., 1946.

------. The Unobstructed Universe. N.p., 1940. (his most popular metaphysical work)

------. With Folded Wings. N.p., 1947.

The above writeup was reproduced by permission from "Stewart Edward White." Encyclopedia of Occultism and Parapsychology, 5th ed. Edited by J. Gordon Melton, 2001.
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Earlier Philosophical Books
Before Stewart White came "out of the closet" about his wife's psychic abilities he produced two books in which he would discuss philosophical concepts without naming the source.

Credo, 1925

Why Be a Mud Turtle, 1928

More general biographies:

White, Stewart. Speaking for Myself . 1943.

White, Stewart. Dog Days: Other Times, Other Dogs: The Autobiography of a Man and His Dog Friends through Four Decades of Changing America, 1930.

Alter, Judy. Stewart Edward White. Boise, ID: Boise State University, 1975.

Leichtmann, Robert & Johnson, David Kendrick. Stewart White Returns. 1980 (channeled posthumous interview)

Olivia A. Haehn, "Stewart Edward White." Dictionary of American Biography, Supplement 4: 1946-1950. American Council of Learned Societies, 1974 (Available online from Biography Resource Center. The Gale Group)

Eugene F. Saxton, "Stewart Edward White." Nat. Cyc. Am. Biog., Current Vol. F, 144-145

Tuska, Jon, and Vicki Piekarski, eds. "Stewart Edward White." Encyclopedia of Frontier and Western Fiction. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1983. 352-54

Stewart Edward White (1873-1946)
T. Steward White - 1840-1915 (Stewart White's father)

Obituaries:

"Stewart E. White, novelist, is dead; author of stories of adventure and frontier life was 73--stricken after fabled career." New York Times, September 19, 1946

"Stewart White, Adventurer and novelist, dies; books captured thrills of own exciting life." Chicago Tribune, September 19, 1946

Other Works (Fiction, etc.)

In addition to metaphysical works, White wrote over thirty volumes, including novels, histories, juvenile works, travel and adventure books, essays, and short stories.

· Adventures of Bobby Orde

· Arizona Nights
· Back of Beyond

· The Blazed Trail
· The Cabin

· Call of the North

· Camp and Trail

· The Claim Jumpers (short story collection)

· Conjuror's House A Romance of the Free Forest

· Daniel Boone Wilderness Scout

· Folded Hills

· The Forest

· The Forty-Niners; A Chronicle of the California Trail and El Dorado

· The Glory Hole

· Gold (1913) - The Story of California trilogy

· The Gray Dawn (1915) - The Story of California trilogy

· The Hold-up

· The Land of Footprints
· The Leopard Woman

· The Mystery (with Samuel Hopkins Adams)

· Old California in Picture and Story

· On Tiptoe: a Romance of the Redwoods

· Ranchero

· The Mountains
· The Rediscovered Country

· The Riverman
· The Rose Dawn (1920) - The Story of California trilogy

· The Rules of the Game

· The sign at six

· The Silent Places
· Simba

· Story of California (trilogy titles noted above)

· The Westerners

· Wild Geese Calling

· The Works of Edward Steward White-Arizona Nights-Two-Gun Man & the Rawhide 

 Stewart Edward White Filmography - details on twelve films based on his writings
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Project Gutenberg Titles by

Stewart Edward White

(White, Stewart Edward, 1873-1946)

	African Camp Fires

	Arizona Nights

	The Blazed Trail

	The Call of the North: Being a Dramatized Version of Conjuror's House, A Romance of the Free Forest

	The Claim Jumpers: A Romance

	The Forest

	The Forty-Niners: A Chronicle of the California Trail and El Dorado

	The Gray Dawn

	The Killer

	The Land of Footprints

	The Leopard Woman

	The Mountains

	The Mystery

	The Riverman

	The Rules of the Game

	The Sign at Six


