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Praise for A Secret History of Coffee, Coca & Cola

 

 

"This book is an incredible work of artistic journalism. Armed with color pencils and an eye for detail, Cortes has produced a beautiful and subversive history of how that bottle of Coke ended up in your fridge. Cortes weaves his people's history with meticulously and gorgeously crafted drawings—many of them recreations of the primary documents he uses to tell his story. The end product is a damning, epic tale of hypocrisy: while the US government leads the charge to criminalize the 10 million people who chew coca, it has simultaneously conspired with a multinational beverage giant to ensure an endless supply of coca to fuel its profits." —Jeremy Scahill, author of Blackwater: The Rise of the World's Most Powerful Mercenary Army

 

"Ricardo Cortes has unearthed documentation of the astonishingly cozy historical relationship between Coca-Cola executives and antidrug czars, along with coverage of the expensive and unwinnable war on drugs." —Mark Pendergrast, author of For God, Country & Coca-Cola and Uncommon Grounds

 

"As works of art, Cortes's illustrations are stunning and intricate. As reportage, the book is obsessive in all the right ways, nailing down hidden facts to reveal a truth I never would have expected. It is rare to find serious reportage that reads like a novel; Cortes has pulled off the mind-boggling trick of making it read like a children's book." —Tracie McMillan, author of The American Way of Eating

 

"A nicely illustrated bit of history about three plants and the fascinating story of people's relationships with them." —Dr. Andrew Weil, author of From Chocolate to Morphine and The Natural Mind
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Author’s Note to the e-book edition

 

 

For the printed version of this book I illustrated many documents, including handwritten and typed correspondences. These letters provide a contextual background to the story, as well as a framing backdrop to the composition of the original printed pages. They can also be a bit of a challenge to read on many e-reader screens. For this edition, I've included the pages as they appear in the printed version, accompanied by links to transcriptions of the text each document contains.

 

You can choose to either jump from the main text of the book to the transcribed text as you go (and then return back to where you left off in the story), or you can continue through to the end of the book where you will find all the documents transcribed in order, with accompanying close-up views of the original illustrations.
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for Ma and Pa





 

It is amusing to now look back at some attacks which were hurled against substances that all the world to-day considers as necessities . . .

 

How real must be the merit that can withstand such storms of abuse, and spring up, perennially blooming, through such opposition!

W. Golden Mortimer

History of Coca

1901
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One story about the origin of coffee is that of a goatherd, tending goats on a mountainside in Ethiopia.

 

The goats, tired and hungry, stopped to chew on some cherries and began to grow very frisky.

 

The cherry seemed to drive away fatigue. People tried roasting the seeds inside and brewing them to drink. Speculation rose about its healing properties.

 

From Ethiopia, the cherry traveled to Yemen.
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By the sixteenth century, qahwah was available throughout the Islamic world. Debate began about the salubrity, morality, and legality of the intoxicating plant.

 

As interest grew, opponents tried to end its use and punish traffickers. In 1511, the beverage was banned in the Arabian city of Mecca—a short-lived prohibition, but similar bans emerged in Cairo and elsewhere. Dealers were beaten, inventories burned.

 

According to accounts of the sixteenth-century historian Îbrahim Peçevî, when kahveh arrived in Turkey it was met with opposition from sultans who forbade the bean under penalty of death.

 

By the seventeenth century coffee reached Europe, portrayed alternately as a health remedy (“for Head-ach,” “Cough of the Lungs,” and “very good to prevent Mis-carryings”) and as a cause of maladies like melancholia, mind degeneration, and impotence. Coffeehouses were called sites of vice and sedition.

 

In 1675, King Charles II issued an edict for their suppression.
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Read the King's Proclamation
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Of course, despite the fears it stirred in its nascence, coffee became popular around the world.
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But it is still questioned from time to time.
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In 1820, caffe-ine was discovered from the seed of a coffee cherry.

 

Caffeine is the plant’s bitter alkaloid. When extracted from the seed, it crystallizes into silky threads to form a fleecy, toxic powder. It can cause anxiety, dependency, and, with overdose, even death.

 

It is the most popular stimulant on earth.
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In 1910, a company from Atlanta, Georgia, was sued for its use of caffeine, which had become regarded as a habit-forming drug.

 

Consider the testimony, taken during the trial, of Dr. Oliver Osborne:

 

 

Q. Now, Doctor, do you think that coffee and tea should be barred by law or otherwise?

 

A. Well, I think it would be very quickly barred if young people could run constantly to a drugstore counter and get coffee and tea—

 

Q. [Interrupting] Do you know whether or not they are doing it, Doctor?

 

A. They soon get a physician if they do.

 

Q. Now, as a matter of fact, assuming that they do not do that, do you think coffee or tea or like products should be barred by law or otherwise?

 

A. You can’t bar a beverage that is considered simple, but I will re-state that if it was known that our schoolchildren, or our young girls and boys, in shops or in stores were running in a store, or somewhere, and getting cups of coffee and cups of tea several times a day, it would soon be stopped, and physicians would get on to it, we would talk to the families, and it would soon become public in the paper, and such methods as seemed best would be taken to stop it.
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The deposition of Oliver T. Osborne, a witness on behalf of the Government, on this 18th day of October, 1910, in the United States Verses Forty Barrels and Twenty Kegs of Coca Cola
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Caffeine has been found in dozens of plants and seeds.

 

In West Africa, kola nuts are a rich source of caffeine and have been chewed throughout history as a stimulant and strengthener. It is used today at work, in ceremony, and socially.

 

Kola can be brewed too, to make a drink called cola.
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Cola is one of the most popular beverages on earth.

 

The most popular cola, Coca-Cola, was invented by Dr. John Pemberton, a pharmacist who mixed the kick of kola caffeine with a kick of coca.

 

 

[image: image]

COCA-COLA. Delicious! Refreshing! Exhilirating! Invigorating!

The New and Popular Soda Fountain Drink, containing the properties of the wonderful Coca plant and the famous Cola nuts. For sale by Willis Venable and Nunally & Rawson.


 

 

 

Coca grows in the Andean mountains of South America.

 

Like the seeds of coffee and kola plants, coca leaves bestow a power of endurance when chewed. Coca has been used by people for thousands of years.

 

In August 1499, Amerigo Vespucci, sailing northwest along the coast of Venezuela, encountered an island of men with the leaf tucked in their cheeks.

 

For centuries thereafter, Europeans heard astonishing tales of the plant fueling marathons across mountains without food or rest.
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Endow’d with Leaves of wondrous Nourishment,

Whose Juice suck’d in, and to the Stomach ta’n

Long Hunger and long Labour can sustain

—Abraham Cowley, 1689
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On April 30, 1857, Dr. Karl Scherzer left Austria aboard the frigate Novara, as member of a scientific corps that included a botanist, a zoologist, an artist, and a flower gardener. Scherzer carried the request of a German pharmacologist to procure sixty pounds of coca for study. After two years Scherzer left the Novara to travel by foot into Peru. He returned to Europe in 1859 with the leaves. The coca was given to a young doctoral student, Albert Niemann, who discovered an alkaloid as the plant’s active principle. Like caffe-ine, it was named after its parent: coca-ine—transparent crystals that congealed to a flaky white powder.

 

At first, experiments with cocaine were confined to medical practice.

 

In 1884, Sigmund Freud began to use it as a treatment for depression. He was enthralled by the “magical substance” and enthusiastically introduced it to colleagues and friends, including an oculist named Carl Koller. By then, cocaine’s numbing effect had been observed on the tongue. Koller tested cocaine as a regional anesthetic; first on the eyes of animals and then his own. His discovery was a medical revolution.
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Previously, surgeries were performed with general anesthesia or none at all. Ether and chloroform allowed severe operations without pain, although with significant risks from inducing unconsciousness. As the first true local anesthetic, cocaine opened the practice of surgery to previously impossible procedures.

 

Cocaine’s popularity spread to other branches of therapy, and its use quickly grew beyond anesthesia and melancholia.
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Cocaine eased toothaches and labor pains. It was said to cure fatigue, nervousness, impotence, even addiction to the opium poppy’s alkaloid morphine. “Coke” could be purchased in asthma medicines, snuffs, and tonics like Coca-Cola—“The Brain Workers’ Panacea,” touted to relieve mental and physical exhaustion, was first sold in 1886.
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Cases of compulsive use gained attention, and in 1889 the New York Academy of Medicine hosted a forum on the potential for cocaine abuse. Dr. Koller himself was invited. He praised therapeutic properties of the drug but also asked the assembly: “One did not give chloroform and ether to patients to be used by them indiscriminately, and why make cocaine an exception?”
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Increased availability across race and class furthered problems associated with the habit, and a backlash emerged fueled by racial fears: cocaine made Negroes insane and murderous; Jewish doctors were identified as its peddlers.
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Within thirty years, a medical miracle was transformed into a crime epidemic. Distinction between the coca plant and its alkaloid was lost in the rising fervor.

 

In 1914, the United States began prohibition of coca with the Harrison Narcotics Act.


 

 

 

Just eleven years earlier, The Coca-Cola Company began working with a German cocainemaker, Dr. Louis Schaefer, importing Peruvian coca leaf to his chemical plant in Maywood, New Jersey.

 

Schaefer Alkaloid Works supplied ingredients to Coca-Cola, including caffeine from coffee beans and tea dust, and a mixture of kola and a non-narcotic coca “flavoring extract.” This secret formula was dubbed “Merchandise No. 5.”

 

Over one hundred years later, this curiosity still stands.
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Subsequently called Maywood Chemical Works, the site was acquired by the Stepan Chemical Company in 1959.

 

During the past century, coca became illegal in most countries around the world, sparking one of the longest, most expensive, and violent wars in history.

 

And thousands of tons of coca leaf were shipped to this secure, discreet facility.

 

Much credit can go to Harry Anslinger and Ralph Hayes.
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In 1930, Harry J. Anslinger became commissioner of the US Federal Bureau of Narcotics. He led the ban against coca, while simultaneously helping secure The Coca-Cola Company’s special access to it, through the administrations of seven presidents, until his retirement from government in 1970.
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Ralph Hayes, former aide to the US Secretary of War, was a Washington businessman known for preserving important associations with powerful people. Hayes was hired by Coca-Cola in 1932 and began a friendship with Anslinger that grew over the next three decades.
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Follow this link to read transcriptions of these documents, or page forward to continue reading A Secret History . . .


 

 

Commissioner Anslinger was a notorious antidrug zealot, best known for his relentless crusade against the marijuana plant. But he was an integral supporter to the coca business of Coca-Cola and Maywood, forwarding them relevant State Department reports, prying media inquires, and intelligence on South American coca farmers along with maps of their cocaine factories. As the law against coca evolved, Anslinger was consulted by and cooperated with Hayes and Maywood executives on legislative phraseology.

 

Coca-Cola's privilege to coca leaf was codified alongside the very laws that would prohibit traditional users from growing it.
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Follow this link to read transcriptions of these documents, or page forward to continue reading A Secret History . . .


 

In turn, Ralph Hayes used his political influence, charm, and tactful contributions to support Anslinger's long tenure in Washington, DC.
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Follow this link to read transcriptions of these documents, or page forward to continue reading A Secret History . . .


 

 

 

Their mutual interest culminated during the drafting of the 1961 United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs.

 

By then, nine separate legal agreements between nations had created an overly complex system of drug laws. Following thirteen years of negotiation, the Single Convention was adopted to simplify and supersede all previous protocols. Today it is one of three treaties, along with the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances and the 1988 Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, that define the international drug control system.
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Follow this link to read transcriptions of these documents, or page forward to continue reading A Secret History . . .


 

 

Representing the United States, Harry Anslinger steered to outlaw the coca plant. The Single Convention, as adopted, orders people worldwide to stop chewing coca leaves, whether for health or culture, and mandates the uprooting and destruction of all wild bushes.

 

And it contains the provision that allows Coca-Cola to use coca.
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After ratification of the Single Convention, Anslinger resigned from the Bureau of Narcotics and became US representative to the United Nations Narcotics Commission.

 

Although The Coca-Cola Company's access to coca was now legally secure, political instability in South America could pose a threat to its perpetual procurement. In 1962, Ralph Hayes asked Anslinger's successor, Henry L. Giordano, to permit Coca-Cola to grow coca in the United States. The company was interested in expanding its agronomic knowledge, Hayes wrote, especially of variance in cocaine content and flavor of the leaves.

 

The bureau's new commissioner guided Coca-Cola through legalities of the project. After initial inquires into the US Virgin Islands, fertile grounds of the University of Hawaii were chosen to host the experiment.
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University President Thomas Hamilton initially demurred at the request to hide Coca-Cola's name from the project. "Certainly we shall not volunteer such information," he wrote to Coca-Cola's new vice president, Benjamin Oehlert Jr. "On the other hand, should questions be raised I shall have to answer them. Being a public university we really can have no secrets!"

 

Oehlert wrote to Giordano, asking if he "might feel it appropriate to intervene personally . . . expressing views of the Bureau first that the research contemplated would be desirable from your viewpoint, and second that the work should be regarded as classified and not subject to publication." Hamilton revised his position. "I think Commissioner Giordano's letter puts quite a different face on the matter," he wrote back to Oehlert.

 

Oehlert concluded: "The fact that The Coca-Cola Company was involved in putting the parties to the agreement together should, we feel, be of no consequence to anyone other than the parties themselves and the Bureau of Narcotics."
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Follow this link to read transcriptions of these documents, or page forward to continue reading A Secret History . . .
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"Cultural Studies in Coca" (code name: Ala Kea) began in 1964 at the Hawaii Agricultural Experiment Station on the island of Kauai.

 

Coca was found to grow in the Andean-like climate but was notably susceptible to an unknown disease. Thousands of additional seeds were imported from Peru, but seedlings continued to succumb to wilting and root rot.

 

Plant deaths increased throughout the 1970s, and the blight spread over ten acres of research plots. In 1982, Hurricane Iwa tore across Kauai and caused significant damage to the island. Ala Kea was terminated in 1984. According to researchers of the project, the remaining files deemed sensitive were destroyed.
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Interest in the disease prompted the US Department of Agriculture to take over the site with its research arm, the Agricultural Research Service. In November 1987, 1300 coca plants grown in Beltsville, Maryland, were transplanted to Kauai. The next year, a mycoherbicide (fungal pathogen), Fusarium oxysporum, was identified as the coca-killer.

 

In the 1990s, the White House and the State Department began to debate whether it was possible to use the mycoherbicide without violating international laws against biological weapons.

 

In April 2000, the United Nations Drug Control Program released a proposal for experimental field trials in Colombia. Under pressure from the United States, Colombian officials agreed to study Fusarium oxysporum for use in the Amazon. In late 2006, the White House authorized scientists from the National Research Council to examine the feasibility of developing fungi to eradicate illicit coca.

 


 

 

 

"The Board wishes to point out that, within 25 years following the entry into force of the 1961 Convention, coca leaf chewing should have been abolished in those countries where it was taking place. As the 1961 Convention came into force in 1964, coca leaf chewing should have come to an end in 1989. In addition, coca leaf is used in Bolivia and Peru for the manufacture and distribution of coca tea. Such use is also not in line with the provisions of the 1961 Convention . . . The Board reminds all Governments that importation of coca leaf for purposes other than medical and scientific purposes or the preparation of a flavouring agent is contrary to the provisions of the 1961 Convention."

—The International Narcotics Control Board of the United Nations, 2007

 

That same year . . .

 

World coffee production was around 7 million tonnes of beans.

 

Cocaine production was around one thousand tonnes.

 

The Coca-Cola Company sold almost 135 million tonnes of beverages.

 

Stepan Chemical Company imported forty-five tonnes of coca.


 

In the US, law enforcement made more arrests for illegal drugs than any other crime, incarcerating forty-three thousand tonnes of human flesh.

 

With a federal drug control budget of over 13 billion dollars, it made us a costly meat . . . almost $140 a pound.
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But that's another story.
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The cat won’t stop catching mice,

and young ladies will hold to their coffee.

Mother loves her coffee,

Grandmother drinks it, too.

Who, in the end, would scold the daughters?

—The Chorus

 

 

[image: image]





[image: image]


Epilogue
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In March 2009, Bolivian president Evo Morales Ayma stood before the United Nations with a formal request to correct the "historical error" of the 1961 Single Convention. He cited thousands of years of coca use for purposes social, spiritual, medicinal, and nutritional. Then he put a leaf of coca in his mouth, sparking applause from the assembly.

 



"Coca leaf chewing is one of the sociocultural practices and rituals of the Andean indigenous peoples. It is closely linked to our history and cultural identity. Today it is practised by millions of people in Bolivia, Peru, northern Argentina and Chile, Ecuador and Colombia . . . The objective of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 is to control drug abuse, not to prohibit 'habits' or sociocultural practices that do not harm human health."

 

The president's proposed amendment to the treaty was denied by the United States.
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In 2010, Stepan Chemical Company coca imports tripled, since 2007, from 45 to 136 tonnes.

 

In 2011, Bolivia announced it would withdraw from the Single Convention and then rejoin again–an odd technicality that would allow the country to include a denouncement of coca prohibition amidst its obligation to the treaty. The denunciation took effect in January 2012.

 

Coca remains prohibited for ten million or so people who chew it.
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Author's Note

"Some time a studious historian searching for the occasions and causes of the prohibition era in the United States will pen an interesting paragraph about the 'soft' drink called coca-cola . . ." —New York Times, March 14, 1929

 

The transformation of cultural and legal taboos against plants fascinates me. The arc of discovery, experimentation, prohibition, and reconsideration of inebriants is not unique to apples, potatoes, or coffee, nor will it end with marijuana, tobacco, or coca.

 

For my research I visited Hawaiian coffee fields, a coca farm in the Chapare of Bolivia, and the Stepan Chemical plant in Maywood, NJ. I asked the Drug Enforcement Administration about Stepan's coca imports and manufacturing of cocaine. I spoke with representatives of The Coca-Cola Company—on the subject of coca, I was told more than once: "As much as I would like to answer this specific inquiry, I am not able to comment on matters relating to the formula, which is one of our most valuable assets."

 

I spoke with journalists, historians, activists, archivists, lawyers, botanists, a chemist, and a captain of the Maywood Police Department. Special thanks to Paul Gootenberg, whose research in an article for the Journal of Latin American Studies tipped me to files of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics in the US National Archives. I spent days there, combing through boxes and photographing declassified correspondence. I similarly documented the letters of Harry J. Anslinger from the collections of Pennsylvania State University. By combining hundreds of pages in chronological order, a conversation of politics and friendship emerged spanning decades.

 

A note on my illustration technique: all the images in this book were made with pencil, pen, and (mostly) color pencil. The drawings of letters are based on the original pages I photographed in 2009–2011. Some letters have been edited for length, but great effort was made to ensure the writers' intentions and meanings have not been interfered with, distorted, or misrepresented.

 

This book could not have been made without help from librarians, especially of the New York Public Libraries; the National Archives at College Park, Maryland; the Special Collections Library of Pennsylvania State University; the New York Academy of Medicine Library; the Drug Policy Alliance; the Horticultural Society of New York; and the Brooklyn Public Library.
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About the Author

 

Ricardo Cortés has written and illustrated books such as It’s Just a Plant: A Children’s Story about Marijuana and I Don’t Want to Blow You Up! He is also the illustrator of the best-selling Go the Fuck to Sleep, along with the book’s kid sister, Seriously, Just Go to Sleep.

 

He is working on a book about a shark.
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If you're curious to see what went into the making of this book, including a number of documents and illustrations I didn't end up including, visit CoffeeCocaCola.com, or follow this link

 

Here's a peek at the kinds of the things you might discover there:
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Document Transcriptions

By the King

A Proclamation

 

WHEREAS, it is most apparent that the multitude of COFFEE Houses set up within this kingdom have produced very evil and dangerous effects; as well for that many tradesmen and others, do herein mispend much of their time, which might and probably would be employed in and about their Lawful Calling and Affairs; but also, for that in such houses divers false, malitious and scandalous reports are devised and spread to the Defamation of his Majestie's Government, and to the Disturbance of the Peace and Quiet of the Realm; his Majesty hath thought fit and necessary, that the said Houses be, for the future, Put down, and suppressed.

December 23, 1675
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Maywood Chemical Works 1930

 

Maywood Chemical Works

Maywood, N.J.

 

September 26, 1930.

 

Hon. H.J. Anslinger,

Bureau of Narcotics,

Washington, D.C.

 

My dear Sir:—

 

I have just learned with great pleasure and satisfaction that the President has appointed you Commissioner of Narcotics.

The President has certainly made an excellent choice and I beg you to accept my heartiest congratulations.

Sincerely Yours


 

Eugene Schaefer

President.

ES:AW.
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Anslinger 1937

 

Burea of Narcotics

Washington



April 7, 1937.

Memorandum for the Secretary:

 

This case concerns two petitions submitted on behalf of the Coca Cola Company for a ruling permitting the exportation of "Merchandise No. 5", the basis for the drink Coca Cola, and to reverse a ruling heretofore made prohibiting such exportation. The General Counsel has held that the Narcotic Drugs Import and Export Act does not apply to Merchandise No. 5, and it follws that there is no foundation for the existing prohibition, and that prohibition is now revoked.

 

H.J. Anslinger

Commissioner

Enclosure
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The Coca Cola Company 1937

 

The Coca Cola Company

Wilmington, Del.

Ralph Hayes, Vice President



April 20, 1937



Honorable Harry J. Anslinger

Bureau of Narcotics

Tower Building

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

 

When talking with you on Saturday I didn't want to impose further on your time by referring to the Department's recent ruling on the exportability of "Merchandise No. 5" but I do want you to know how deeply we appreciate the cooperativeness that has marked your personal attitude in this matter.

With this question now behind us, let me assure you again that our purpose, as always will be to support every project looking to the enhancement of the prestige of the Bureau that has been so well developed under your distinguished leadership. Particularly, I am bearing in mind the items we discussed on Saturday and I shall get further word to you before you leave the country next week.

 

With warm regards, I am,

 

Sincerely Yours,

Ralph Hayes
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Maywood Chemical Works 1940

 

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

ESTABLISHED 1895

Maywood, N.J.

 

M.J. Hartung

Vice President and Secretary

Monday, April 8, 1940.

 

VISIT TO SIMBAL

 

Dr. Schaefer and I flew from Lima to Trujillo, arriving shortly after 1:00 P.M. Sr. Alfredo Pinillos and his brother, Victor, met us at the airport. We motored into town and picked up...

 

...When the Coca reaches the warehouse in Trujillo, Pinillos examines each sack and rejects any coca which is not of prime quality. Unless it is thoroughly dry, he further dries it in his warehouse and then bales it for shipment to Maywood.

The coca is shipped from Trujillo to Salaverry by rail, and then lightered to the steamer.

Pinillos offered to drive us to Samaca, whence we also receive coca. It is 130 kilometers from Trujillo at an altitude... of (2800 to 3000 feet).
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Maywood Chemical Works 1944

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

MAYWOOD, N.J.

1944 JAN 19 AM 9 22

 

BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

MAILS AND FILES

 

January 17, 1944

 

Hon. H. J. Anslinger, Commissioner

Bureau of Narcotics

Treasury Department

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Anslinger:

 

It is gratifying to know that even during the turmoil and dislocations of war, there has been no relaxation in the fight this country is making to rid the world of the illegitimate use of narcotics. I am particularly glad to note that credit for this is publicly and so properly attributed to your untiring efforts towards this end.

 

With all good wishes for your continued success, I am

 

Sincerely,

 

M.J. Hartung

President
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Maywood Chemical Works 1948

July 12, 1948

 

H.J. Anslinger, Commissioner of Narcotics

Treasury Department

Bureau of Narcotics

Washington 25, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Anslinger:

 

We quoted Mr. Hutchings a price of $5.50 per ounce for cocaine based on a purity of 90%, f.a.s. New York. This is below the material cost to us at Maywood, as coca leaf now costs us 57¢ per pound delivered Maywood and contains approximately 1% cocaine alkaloids.

In connection with this matter we will have further information for you when we have lunch together in Washington on Friday, the 16th Instant.

 

Sincerely,

 

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

* * *

 

December 2, 1948

 

Honorable H.J. Anslinger, Commissioner

Bureau of Narcotics

Treasury Department

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Anslinger:

 

Yesterday I received two copies of the map showing the coca growing areas and the location of crude cocaine factories in Peru. Because of our connections with Peru these maps are especially interesting to us and I deeply appreciate your having sent them.

 

With all good wishes.

 

Sincerely,

 

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

M.J. Hartung

President
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George 1951

April 13, 1951.

Hon. Walter F. George

Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Senator George:

 

Commissioner Harry J. Anslinger, in the twenty-one years since he was appointed by President Hoover, has, it seems to me, built up a truly remarkable organization and I would imagine that the Congress might be disposed to analyze any alternative closely before merging or transferring or otherwise altering one of the governmental agencies that is presently operating with outstanding efficiency.

 

The Congress might well find that, high as is the prestige of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and persuasive as is the generality of recommendations by the Hoover Commission, the present location and the existing standards of the Bureau of Narcotics are so satisfactory and so clearly in furtherance of the public interest as to place a heavy burden of proof on the proponents of any legislation contemplating the transfer, merger or alteration of this Bureau.

 

Very truly yours,

 

Ralph Hayes
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The Coca Cola Company 1952

The Coca Cola Company

Wilmington 99 Delaware

 

June 4, 1952.

 

Hon. Harvey J. Anslinger

Shoreham Hotel

Washington 25, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

 

It is always gratifying to me to read that "the system of import certificates . . . for the control of imports . . . of . . . coca leaves . . . has operated sucessfully . . ." and I imagine you find a degree of satisfaction in the revenue of $60,579.15 produced by coca leaf last year.

Your annual report is, as usual, an impressive and encouraging document.

 

Very truly yours,

Ralph Hayes
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Hayes 1953

ROOM 1223

250 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

 

Dear Harry:

You may wish to pass along this enclosure to the Library. It comes from the "Community-Relief Fund" which you know about but that need not be mentioned in transmitting it unless you prefer to do so.

 

Sincerely yours,

Ralph
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Hayes 1954

ROOM 1223

250 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

 

November 9, 1954

Hon. Harry J. Anslinger

Shoreham Hotel

Washington 25, D.C.

 

Dear Harry:

It was good of you to telephone this morning and, particularly, to offer that "wrecking crew" of yours. I know the punch it packs! Don't demobilize it but hold it in abeyance: I'll call out if need arises.

 

Meanwhile, you and I have some pending homework that we should get at without too much delay. I'm a few hundred yards from your UN shop and if other errands call you there before I'm sprung from here, we ought to continue the talk we began at our last luncheon.

 

Sincerely yours,

Ralph
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Hayes 1956

Please Address Reply

c/o the Coca-Cola co.

515 Madison Ave., NYC 22

 

July 5, 1956.

 

Hon. Harry J. Anslinger

Shoreham Hotel

Washington 25, D.C.

 

Dear Harry:

 

Though scarcely surprising, it is as always gratifying to read in the report of the Bureau of Narcotics for 1955 that "The system . . . in force for the control of imports . . . of . . . coca leaves . . . has operated satisfactorily in 1955."

The report as a whole seems to me to be well up to the high standard consistently maintained by the Bureau, under your direction.

 

Sincerely yours,

Ralph Hayes
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Hayes 1955

RALPH HAYES

Hotel DuPont

Wilmington 99, Del.

 

May 5, 1955

 

Commissioner Harry J. Anslinger

Hotel Shoreham

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Harry:

 

The U.N. debate regarding the categories of the legitimate uses of coca leaves to be inserted in the Single Convention took me by surprise. After your thoughtfulness in permitting me to read Dr. Lande's memorandum on "The Use of Coca Leaves for Flavouring Purposes Under the Single Convention," I had supposed that the matter was in an agreed and favorable status.

 

It was most fortunate that you intervened in the Commission's proceedings as deftly and decisively as you did and that your position was sustained—with your support, I infer, of our friends from Canada, the United Kingdom and Peru. It need scarcely be said that your action is most warmly gratifying.

 

With deepest appreciation, believe me,

 

Sincerely yours,

Ralph
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Maywood Chemical Works 1959

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

ESTABLISHED 1895

MAYWOOD, N.J.

 

April 30th, 1959.

 

Honorable H.J. Anslinger,

Treasury Department,

Bureau of Narcotics,

Washington, 25, D.C.

 

Dear Mr. Anslinger:

 

I am delighted to have your letter of the 29th and fervently wish success to your plans.

The smooth and economical operation of our process demands an ample and constant supply of Coca and I am happy to note that you realise the importance of liberal stocks of Coca for medicinal needs and for our special purpose.

 

Sincerely,

MAYWOOD CHEMICAL WORKS

 

M.J. Hartung,

Chairman of the Board.
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Hayes 1960

RALPH HAYES

 

March 16, 1960

 

Hon. Harry J. Anslinger

Hotel Shoreham

Washington, D.C.

 

Dear Harry:

 

It is understandable that the State Department should be earnestly desirous of your leading this country's delegation in person at the international narcotic conference next January. I can imagine that the Single Convention may rank as the most significant development in the history of world narcotic control and your presence and prestige will certainly constitute a formidable factor in the attainment of this global agreement that has been so long in negotiation.

 

Sincerely yours,

Ralph
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Giordano 1963

April 18, 1963

 

Mr. Ralph Hayes

Hotel DuPont

Wilmington 99, Delaware

 

Dear Ralph:

 

This is in reply to your letter of April 5, 1963, wherein you indicate a desire to grow coca leaves for research purposes in the Hawaiian Islands.

You may be assured that we will do what we can to let the appropriate Hawaiian authorities know that your proposed project has the Bureau's approval. Since Hawaii is a State the situation is somewhat different than when you proposed to grow the coca leaves in the Virgin Islands. I would suggest that you may want to communicate with Dr. Leo Bernstein, Director of Health, Department of Health, Honolulu, Hawaii, or with Mr. George H. Akau, Chief of the Food and Drug Branch of the Department of Health, regarding any required permits or licenses which you might need.

 

Sincerely yours,

 

Henry L. Giordano

Commissioner of Narcotics
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Burns 1964

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULU

 

John A. Burns

Governor

February 18, 1964

 

Dear Mr. Oehlert:

 

I was certain of President Hamilton's understanding in regard to the publicity on the Coca project.

As I have already assured you, I believe difficulties can be ironed out as we go along.

 

Warmest personal regards. May the Almighty be with you and yours always.

 

Sincerely,

John A. Burns

 

Mr. Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr.

Vice President

The Coca-Cola Company

P.O. Box 2711

Orlando, Florida

cc: President Thomas H. Hamilton
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May 5, 1955

Comnissioner Harry J. Anslinger
Hotel Shoreham
Washington, D. C.

Dear Harry:

The U. N. debate regarding the categories of
the legitimate uses of coca leaves to be inserted in the
Single Convention took me by surprise. After your
thoughtfulness in permitting me to read Dr. Lande's
memorandun on "The Use of Coca Leaves for Flavouring
Purposes Under the Single Convention", I had supposed that
the matter vas in an agreed and favorable status.

It was most fortunate that you intervened in
the Comnission's proceedings as deftly and decisively
as you did and that your position was sustained - with
the support, I infer, of our friends from Canada, the
United Kingdom and Peru. It need scarcely be said that
your action is most varmly gratifying.

With deepest appreciation, believe me,

Sincerely yourks,
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April 30th, 1959.

Honorable H.J.Anslinger,
Treasury Department,
Bureau of Narcotics,
Washington, 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Anslinger:

I am delighted to have your letter of
the 29th and fervently wish success to your plans.

The smooth and economical operation of
our process demands an ample and constant supply

of Coca and I am happy to note that you realize the
inportance of liberal stocks of Coca for medicinal

needs and for our special purpose.

Sincere.
MAYWOOD cnmﬂcu. WORKS.

¢

M.J.Hartun
Chairmen ofthe Board.
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Honorable Harry J. Anslinger
Buresu of Narcotics

Tower Buildiog

Washingten, D. C-

Dear Mr. Conmissioner:

When talking with you on Saturday I didn't
want to impose further on your time by referring to
the Department's recent ruling on the exportability
of "Merchandise No. 5" but I do want you to know how
deeply ve appreciate the cooperativeness that has
marked your personal attitude in this matter.

With this question now behind us, let me
assure you agein that our purpose, as always, will be
to support every project looking to the enhancement
of the prestige of the Bureau that has been so well
developed under your distinguished leadcrship. Particu-
larly, I am bearing in mind the items ve discussed on
Saturday and I shall get further word to you before
Jou leave the country next week.

With varn regards, I an,

Sincerel urs, /
o
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Hon, Valter F. George
Senate OFfice Building
Washington, D. C-

Dear Sevator Georg

Comissioner Harty J. Anslinger, in the twenty-one years Since
e vas appointed by President Hoover, has, it seens to me, bullt up 3 truly
T N Xabie organization and I would imagine that the Congress might be
iepesed to analyze any altermative closely before merging or trans(erring
S ervice slteting one of the governmental agencies that is presently
operating with outstanding efficiency.

The Congress might vell find that, high 3s is the prestige of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and persussive as is the generality of
Teconsendations by the Hoover Commission, the present location and the exist-
[ standards of the Bureau of Narcotics are so satisactory and so clearly
in furtherance of the public interest as to place a heavy burden of proof
on the proponents of any legislation contemplating the transfer, merger of
alteration of this Bureau.

Very truly yours,

RALPH HAYES
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the vorls of the ilegitinate use of narcot-
4 to note that credit for this

ics. T am particularl = put
Jicly and so properly atiributed to your untiring efforts Gl
this end.

ith a1l good wishes for your continued success, I an

Sincerely,
MAYNOOD CHEMICAL MORKS

W ;

President
WH:ra
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Juiy 5, 1956,

Harry 3. anslinger
Shor!h- Hotel
Vashington 25, D. C.
Dear Harry:

Though scarcely surprising, it is as alvays

gratifying to read in the report of the Bureau of Narcotics

for 1955 that *The systea . . . in force for the control of

iDports . . . of . . . coca leaves . . . has operated satisfactorily

in 1955."

The report as a vhole seems to me £o be well up to the
Righ standard consistently maintained by the Bureau, under your

direction.

Sincere
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A SECRET HISTORY OF
COFFEE, COCA & COLA

written and dlustrated by

RICARDO CORTES
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Febdruary 18, 1964

Dear Mr. Oehlert:

I was certain of President Hamilton's
understanding in regard to the publicity on
the Coca project.

As I have already assured you, I believe
difficulties can be ironed out as we go along.

Warmest personal regards. May the Almighty
be with you and yours always.

Sincerely,

/AA—.U./&«M

Mr. Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr.
Vice President

e Coca-Cola Compan
P. 0. fox 2711 oY
Orlando, Florida

€cs President Thomas . Hamilton
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Rmcortes « N & =
@docpemberton Too late. Serious
question: What's your take on the
legality of coca? For over a century
that sweet elixir shared— (1/3)

2/27/12 10:36 AM via: web (TR

docpemberton

Rmcortes « N @ =
@docpemberton —coca w/the world.
Yet the 1961 @UN Single Convention
(you know it? @CocaColaCo should)
now bans the plant from its— (2/3)
2/27/12 10:36 AM via: web (TR

docpemberton

Rmcortes « N & =
@docpemberton —native growers.
What's your stance on people

besides Coca-Cola having access to
#Coca? For this, I'l cc: @CocaCola
(3/3)

2/27/12 10:36 AM viz web fJ

docpemberton

to
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e Geeiails Gorpany

dune 4, 1952,

Hon. Harey 3. Anslinger
han Hotel
ashingeon 55, D. ¢

Dear Mr. Comissioner:
It is alvays gratifying to me to read that
.+ for the control

nthe systea of import certificates
of imports . . . of . . . coca leaves . - . has operated
ond T imagine you find a degree of

successtully . . -
satisfaction in the revenve of $60,579.15 produced by

coca leaf last year.
Your annual report is, as usual, en impressive and

rs,

encouraging docunent.
Very truly,
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You wicked child,

disobedient girl,

Oh, when will I get my way

that you quit that coffee!
—Schlendrian

Father, don’t be so rough.
If I can’t have my coffee three times a day,
I will become, to my dismay,
like a dried-up goat steak.
—Liesgen

Johann Sebastian Bach
Kaffee Kantate
1734
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Maxwoop CHEmicaL Worxs
MAYwoon, .

September 26, 1030

J. Ansiin
uréau of Narcotits
Washington, b, ¢

I Bave Just learned with great plessure
224 setisfection that the Presideat nas appointed
Tou Compisaioner of Narcotics

The President has certainly made an

GEelient choice ant I begyouto) accept ay
heartiest congratulations,

Es:4v.
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Boreas of Nariougs 1 Commstionn
.5 Tressury Depariment
Washington 33, B €.

Dear e, s

e

ificasion are spparen.
e et an Nagcetics, Vel. I, N

EEEL.

sy 5, 2935

Comtssioner Harey 3. Anslinger
o orenn
Wabiagian D. €.

SRR T

the Comtanion's proceedings av deftly and dechrively

Somemier 1, 130

been cndenveriag o et & wlfcation o€ e g €oaeasions ohsarcal dros oHeh
U sdoptet oy he Eeagus of Natons a1 various Hemee Sinct 1313, The sbeamages & ks

Maxwoop CuEmicaL Works

Apeia 30, 1930,

Vi, 5
Dear e, Ansiinger:

£ detignees to have your s ot
the 2yn and Tervently i Soe C

e smooth 1 economical operation of
SEECERIAL 1 hiety {2 hece thak e TestiEe the
Gapertante:of T1oeraL stocks of Coce for mdicimi
MR S el P

D peres T ebeeof Sur rienis fros ot b
ol Finpin sk v T4 peed scarety e i St
gt B T e

ith o tie

ot |

P .
i e
g ool el S S
e Nt e i
R e o
Toratianis Tactor in the attabmmest of Shis Flonel greceset
S s

Sincesely yosre,
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RALH HAVES

March 16, 1960

Hon. Harry J. Anslinger
Hotel Shorehan
Washington, D. C.

Dear Harry:

It is understandable that the State Department should
be earnestly desirous of your leading this country's delegation
in person at the international narcotic conference next January.
I can imagine that the Single Convention may rank as the most
significant development in_the history of world narcotic control
and your presence and prestige vill certainly constitute s
fornidable factor in the attainment of this global agreement
that has been so long in negotiation.

Sincerely yours,
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BY THE KING.
A Proclamation.

‘WHEREAS. it is most apparent that the
multitode CO FFEE Houses set up
within this kingdom have produced very
evil and dangerous effects: as well for

that many tradesmen and others, do hescia

mispend much of their time, which might
and probably would be cmployed in and
about their Lawful Calling and Affeirs:
bot also, for that in such houses divers
false, malitious and scandalous reporis
are devised and spread to the Defamation
of bis Majestie's Government, and to the
Disturbance of the Peace and Quict of the

Realm: his Majesty hath thought fit and

necessary, that the said Houses be. for

the futore, Pat down, and suppressed.

December 23. 1675

PETITION
| acainsT

ABEAN

ot ey St

ety i in

T
D
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The following exchange is an actual conversation
I had with the @docpemberton Twitter account
of The Coca-Cola Company...

] Rmcortes « N & =
@docpemberton | drew this picture
when | was 8 years old. (I'm 38 now).

Life, Coke, the Globe:
2/22/12 2:33 PM via web

Ricardo

Qereto 1921

docpemberton € ¢ 11 =
(8 @Rmcortes You, my dear friend,
d\ have a singular talent! I'd love to see
what you can do with 30 years of
practice. Care to tango once again?

2/23/12 6:10 PM via CoTweet,
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November 9, 1954

Hon. Harry J. Anslinger
Shorehan Hotel
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Harry:

It was good of you to telephone this morning
surecking crewd of yours.

and, particularly, to offer that
Don't demobilize it but hold

1 know the punch it packs!
it in abeyance: I'11 call out if need arises.

Meanvhile, you and I have some pending homevork
that ve should get at without too much delay. I'ma few
hundred yards from your UN shop and if other errands call
Jou there before I'm sprung from here, we ought to continue
the talk ve began at our last luncheon.

Sincerely






