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Hd'RODOCTION 

The Revolutionary ~vorkers League is re~ublishing 
verbatim, without the omission or alteration of one 
word or comma, the work of a politi-cal opponent. TM.s 
article is particularly signii'icant today becCiU se ot 
its -remark_abl.e similarity to --tt!:e ofi'ic1.al "communist II 
posi tion internationally and in bpain. 

The position held by Olgin in 1917 represent
ed the official concepts and theories of social
deffiocracy (Menshevism) as it manifested itself in 
its struggle against MUI'xism (Bolshevism). The 
split in the party in 1906 ~learly estublished two 
distinct schools of scientific thought. Olgin, the 
Menshevik, was fighting bitterly -against Lenin, the 
Jlarxist. 

The republication of thisarticleestublishes 
that 19 years after the October Revolu tion, uta.tin.:. 
ism has completely ab<mdoned the line of MclXxism, -
the line of Lenin,. and is applying c..U..1. the theo
retical rubbish of Menshevism, to the up~ish 
Revolu tioD. 
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The - 2ec :-::e s 
0:- -' e ' . e ' 

By 1I0issaye 
A:.:. ' r 0: 

~e ~ etrog:,ad Lea~er 

£ e Ru ssian Re~olution 

Th e news 0:: C !::cL - S - e7a: ;:_ ~:;s ::::. - :' : ..... e di rect 
leadership of .':'c _a:. e::~"" ::, ea~!:€:' :;_~ C:::_=::"'7 !:: ·~ 0'l. 6. 
The Pe trograd Cour ir 0: ~ _~GL ~~ ~~ _ : - ~~: sJW~~~~r 
the chairma'1 s hip 0: Leo 'iT t,",ri, _~ a:-E;:::':':' r:'"c • .J.s~onhl 
Gove:'Dment deposed ann a ~ ~e _ ~ ~ed by 
the cioldiers' and ~orkme s e e~a- es . ~ -~ ~5:ess to 
the Council, Lenin ou t.li.! e - as :cll TS ~""-'"' ~ .... :;: :-~cipal 
features of the new "r adical!l g V - r-- ; :-':'r", ar: armi-
stice as a preliminary s e 0 e ~; s~cc_ J ~r t~ding 
over of the land t o t he easilllts . !' ~l ' - -.i.o~ to the 
army announc e s, "Vie ba e epose - .ri teo:: '; s~eC t n e 
Gove rnment which ros e a gaL.s t tte r €': 1" i ::l!: . " 

At this early period o f t h e n ew ,hase iL t~e 301 she-
viki acti vi ties (Novembe r e i ghth) n o c1 e3.r ne ,; 0: e 
situation is possibl e . But to those who f ollol'/eG toe 
course of internal politics in Russia it ;'la s 8vid e that 
soon e r or late r t t e Bols~e~~ki , or MJXim~i sts , u C C!' 

Lenin's leadershi p would milke a new ..It tem. ;:;o t __ eir 
theori e s into pr.::Lctice . . It was kno l'.'n tt':L 1- ~-ro -r -1 was 
the stronghold of Bolshevism o.nd t h :lt t"-e re r o- r- - ' g::.r-
rison was unde r t h e i nfl uence o r" Lenin 's I'o ers . On 
the other hnnd , it W:lS k.'1om t!-at t e gr - ::: - s :0 ',";"orki ng-
nen all ov~r t he cou t r y were ell sicc - ~ ceo Lenin's 
fornulae and tc.at t~ j e ..ul- R-~ ss':' 0: v::.e tvorK-
QeD's CO un cil s had rc.: -~ ~ . -' ;:;" e ;:. 's::c-.."i.£:i ro2rLlD. i::ow 
f ar the in f l ue _C ~ 0 ~ Le ll. h-- s 5ro .-_ - :1g;;~ e - sol i -rs 
at the front iU, " o::g ;;r-_e b ._ -~ - '- ",o :-~gw;.;n in the 
coun try, - tY,is is Le 0 dc .. will eci e the late 
of the Revolution . 
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Lenin's prograo, as set forth in the proclanation 
f thQ Bolsheviki Milit~y COL~ittee, is in keeping with 

his gen~ral political con~eptions. It follows the line of 
least resistance. 'It for:lulates things that can be easily 
grasp.ed by an untrained uind. It throws out a bait to at-

D tract the nob. At the s~Je tine it avoids t ouching upon 
the nost vital problen s. An aroistice is prouised to the 
soldiers, who naturally prefer non-fighting to fighting, 
yet nothing ' is stated as to what the Bolsheviki goyern
~ent would undertru{e in case the other 8llies sho~Id re
fu se to foll ow flu ssia' s call, - the idea of a separate' ' 
peace seens to be s o ' unpc. pular that not even Lenln .,dared 
to spe8.k of it. A handing over of the land is pro!:lised ~ to 
the pea~ants (a reforn which y.ras cherished also b¥ the" '. 
Kerenskl. governn ent, although 1. t could not b~ carr1.0dou t 
ilJr:1ediately and was rightly left to the jurisdic.tion of 
the Constituent ASsenbly), yet the declaration C4rtlfully: ' 
avoids n entLming that a neasure of such vast dioensibn~s 
as the land reforn in Russia can be carri8d out only .af
ter years of effiCi en t prelibinary work. as it is, the 
Bolsheviki declaration Dea.'1S sinply an appeal t .) the 
soldiers t o stop fighting and an appeal tv the pe(;lsan ts 
to take over the landlords' estates, -a piece of states~ , 
nansbip that could hardly aid Ru ssia on her way , to a new 
life. 

It w;)uld seen that Leni*"s IIradicaliso" Gniy blocks : . ~ 

the road ,--i f the Russian revolution by calling f orth .'l 
reacticn and by adding t ,,) the disorganization of a c ,:. un
try shaken to its f ourldatLms. Here, as ever, Lenin's 
tactics, ' se'e::.1ingly extrec e, are in reali ty weakening 
the strerigth of de::.1ocratic Russi~. 

* * * * * * * ~ * ' ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A s::.1oky backroLo in a little , cafe in Genev.:.l, ~'.'{it

zerland; a few SC i re of picturesque-l:F,kin g Ru ssi~ 
revvlutionary exiles, oeD and w.:,wen, s eated ar0un~ D
covered tables over glasses vi" beer o r tea ' 3t t t:e head 

, , , 
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f t l ' t . . , . h· f t· talki i 1 i :) J.lC HC'J.e a Ga.'1 l.n 1.5 o r les, ng n a s ow yet 0-
passio'ned wanner; a.."ld now <md th8r; an excl:3I:)3.tion 0:' disa
pproval, an outburst of indi5nation ~ong a ~art or the 
audi o;)np ~ , wric~l ",:au l d be instantly l""'a~ried b~' a fl a shing 
reD ark, of th~ S I-' ea.K\Jl" str iking hOG€; 'iii tIl unu sua! tren
chancy' :'lIN venoa , -tni s i s how I SeE; now i~ my im.:l6ination 
the 'l ~aJ.~r of t e e Bol s i::.: c7iki, t te Great Inquisitor of 
Russiim So cial D<:fi~acy , i.d colai. Lanin. 

There is ·!lc t:- "f g re!ll<lr~acle in t!1e :1l:- pear3nce of 
this rra>i; a . t ypical fiu ~siCi! f'-lce 'f,i th r'-lth er .irregular 
featur-es; L!. s t er ... c·' t -!"' ot ur:k.:.ndly eJo..--press} __ C'n, sonet!"'ing 
cru de in-Ilid.L-mer illl' dres s rec...llil''lE tile dl'tis...n ru~Ler 
thc.n ell i n tellecwcl 3!.d a t n.i nKer. You would ordinarily 
pass by a I;jc.c. o-f t~ s ~~nj wi !;l::c -J t :1o ticiYig hi rr: at <ill. 
Yet, had yo hC! p er e d to lack iL. to hi :; eyes .. cr to ~lear - .. 
hi s · p,;blic speed:-, yO!) w U j not b e .Likely to f orget h~zj~: 

- !lis eyes are ~"1'"all , C .. glc,," :71 t ;· co@pressed :'irc~ 

t hey are cleve~,s~~~re~~)~ alert; t~ey seen . 9 be con
stantly 0: g-J aI' , anJ t::,c 7 :;:ie~cs rc:.J f r 02 ~emxd half 
closed lids . AS to ~s 5i-:eec h , he is at -his best in a 
d <;t.:l. tc.. wi t '-l c::...'1 Cp ';:>OD eD t . Occ:.lsio:} :3 fo r dcbati"!1e 5ere 
neVt;r .iact:ing a:!OLg t..r, '1;;.u-ring J ivisio;}s of Ru ssian 
SociQl2.sts. Le:1ir! doe s not r e pl y to aYJ o l:ponen t; he 
vivis(: ct~ : .:;..;-:- . Ee .::..s ~' ee.:' a s th !..: ed[e of ~ r:..lZo ~. His 
uind i'lorY.:s I't i i;h a!'"" araazinC' acu Len c:ss. HI.! ncticlJs 0very 
flaY! i~ .:l li!l c o f arf'l.1B~n t ,}~ e isagr ces \','ith . f.e d r.aws 
the nost .::!.bsu r d c0!1cL,si ()!C s· f ree prenises ln~lcC3rt;anie 

tohin. dot the s a.::Je ticl e h e is derisive . he t'i icules · 
:tis op ... )cncl!t; I:e :c~sti g ::!.te3 h:'c . !:e ur-kcs :reu fc~l that .. , 
his victim is an i ~-oraQu s, a foo l, a presun~tuous 
n onentity. und t t !:gh yael r:: : not - gree with ['.is owp 
svlloQ"l' s,-, ~ " ;'-·0 - _'J - ' - r - - _.-. ~e~-: '-'~ ' _c!"- J- j ~ l';"' c-· nT~ ........ g:.1-tI 0 .L...L ~, ~- - 0 -- J .... - ~ u,l ___ _.. ~J .. __ 'J ::> .J..J.. l ~ - - ~ ::> 

E8nt is scholasti"' , YC-J are ~we~ J "Gy the iJow0r of' his 
logic, you <.lrC o ver,.:;'.Jl_.:c ~:' ~is int :;ll ectu ·~J.l. passion. 

This power of convi CUOD , coufl ed wi th a · r.reat 
anount of positive k11O ~ileGg L! unu a high dt:gree -of 

... . ' . 
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personal bravery, made Nicolai Lenin a leader of a 
Social-Democtatic faction. 

lis tirstappearance in Russian p~litical life was 
made tw~nty-two years ago as an economist t horo"Jghly . 
famil1;ir . . w1th Russian statistics. This was a ~ime when 
Russi~ _economic thought was deeply . absorbed ln the 
controVersy bet.ween the Narodniki and th~ Ma rxists. 
The N~odnik-i (Populis~~) asserted that the economic 
futur_ of Russia was destined to be di .tferent f rom that 
of WfStern Europe. In the Russian vlllage communi t y and 
in the· teamwork of RUssia!} artisans'_ bands t hey · saw the 
nuclei or a new economic order based on equality an d 
jt1stice. By ·developing those beginnings, "t hey t au gh t, 
Russia could become an economic de!nocracy Yd. t hou t going 

: through the stages of capitalism and the hardshifs of 
class struggle-. They therefore, laid great stress on 

". the enlightening !fork among the rur~ population u...'1~ on 
theilllprovements ln communaJ. ownersrnp of land. QUl t e 
the' opposidewas the opinion of the Marxists. 'rhey saw 

-in the village community only r~mnantsof a feudal or der 
destined to be erased by the growth of modern e<!Gnomic 
forces. ,As to the artisans' barrds, the lIarnsts asserted 
that they were powerless to wi thst;and .the cornpc ti tioD of 
the factory system rapidly developing in Russia. They, 
therefore, emphasized the necessity of bocialist propa
ganda among the it.du stria! vlorkingmen and of claSS s trug
gle between capital apdlabor. 

The fight was severe·. The powers were nearly equal. 
On the side of the Narodniki were economic t radi ti a!: and 
the charm of a romantic idea. On the side of t he Marx
ists were youthfu,l vigor of argument and apparent con
formitynth the facts of life. Yet t h e Marxists n eeded 
elabor.ate economic research to prove t heir assertion s. 

,Part of this work, concerning industrial development, 
"wa.;s furnished by Tugan-Baranovski,later a f amous pro
fessor, in his book, THE ROobIJ:.I.N F.~CTORY,IT;:, 1' .ui>T uN D 
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~RESENT. bDother part, concern~~& rural Russia, was co 
pleted by Lenin in his DEV-ELOl' -0 T OF . C-..t'I'r • .LI~ IN 
~~SIft, published in 1899, under the -name of Vladimir 
}lyin . (*) 

. , . 

Lenin's DEVELOf'llliNT OF C4i;r~*ilcis since be
come a standard book. in Ru ssian eco . :'C 1:_i tarature'. 
Many of its statements, ·bold -·and daring in their 
time , have been co·rroborat ed by later investigation 
and have becom~ a!1 organic P<ll't of Russian economic 
thougr.t. Lenin's m.:dn task was to. proye that the wil
lage community, pres-c rving the appea.ranc~ -of -equali ty 
in laT.ld· di stri bu tion, had .in recl.l.i ty_ gone · through a 
process of differentiation resulting in accumulation 
of wealth on one pole of the v11l.age'-llld in <.lctu al 
proletarization on the other . Drawing upon t he rich 
source ox st~tistical data collected by the Zemstvo, 
in which work he himself had participated in former 
years, he showed that nearly 'one half of the peasant 
population i'/ere rural. proletari~s, I'wage earners • 
wi th a _piece -of 1 '-Illd 11 while one- fifth of the Village 
households had accumulated lund und capital, had de-

-velopedlnto a class of agricultur:ll bourgeoisie and 
had become the "actual mast(;r of the volla~e" . 
Lenin 's DEVELOFIIENT OF C.J:'1T • .LlbU;. proved his thorough 
acquaintance w~th Europe~ and Russian economic lit
erature and .m unusual dexterity in polemcs . To
gether with another boolr , ECONOllIC bKETCHEb .,NO 
~TICLE~, published in the same year ~1d devoted 
LL inly to proble;:J s or indu strial devt:lofJDent in 
Russia, it put Lenin-1lyin in the first rank of 

* Both Lenin a."l G Ilyin arc pseudonyms. Lenin's · · 
real Ilaoe :i,s :Nic·olai -1lyi tch Olycmov. H.;i,s .·first
essCiY . was pu bli sh ed in 1895 under the name of 
Tulii. . " . 

". "-" , 

-. 
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~sslan econoDists andm~~e him kno~m allover Russia. In 
the two following years ~ published a splendid tr~slation 
from Dlglish of Sidney an~ Beatrice Webb's I NOOi.>TRI..L D.EK
OCR.ACt, proving that he was not only a well trained econo
m~st, but also an assiduovs worker. 

Thus, when he joined the revolutionary Dovement, he 
was by no means a homo n~vus in public life. He c~e as a man with authority, d€llllanding respect and attent~on. 

His first· steps in revolutionary work were connected 
With the Social Democratic organization called Iskra (~park), 
formed about the end of .the nineteenth century and aiming 
at uniting all Russian Social Democratic groups and circles 
into one political party. The organization published a 
secret paper of the same name, of whi?h Lenin was c6-edi tor 
and one of the leading spirits. In th~s capacity he very 
early manifested a remarkf}.ble feature of his chaI'acter ~ 
his intoleJ:"aIlce of the op~nions of others, his readiness 
to treat comrades as enemies and traitors to the Social-
ist cause if they happe~ed to . disagree with him as to 
program or tactics • . ' 

. There was a group of Social-Democrat.s concerned With 
the publication THE WORKVEN'~ C~DE and known under the 
name of Economists. This group advocated t he not -al t ogeth
er wrong idea that political work among labor interests 
ought to begin with organizing ·trade unions; t hat , t o a
waken the masses to make poli tical protest~, t heir immed
iate ~conomic needs ought to be taken into ~onsi d er.J.tion. 

This group had a sense of political realism; it pref erred 
the movement of masses, however primitive, to discussion 
of principles in intellectual circles. It m~y h~ve un
derestimated the aptitude of t he masses to gr;lsJ; 1101iti
eal issues - events have proven that it was so ; ye t it 
was dOing practical and useful work. 

This group Lenin chose as the target of p~s mo s t 
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bitter attacks. There was nobody in the Iskra organiza
tion 80 sincerely enraged, so full of hatred against 
the Economists as Lenin, - in his book WHAT It» THERE 1'0 
BE-~NE ? published abroad in 190~ and smuggled into -. .. 
Russia by the revolutionary organizations, he asserted 
that the Economists "denounced socialism and pol! tics io , 

tha. their worl:c was detrimental to the cau se of the 
,ortingnen as !Ian injuriou s bourgeoi s undertaking". He 
declared a war dJf extermination_ against the Economists, 
acong whom there were old devoted bOci.il - Democrats 
wi ttl a record of long a..'1d fruitful acti vi tics.- He did 
not shrink from destroying 0Ocial-Democratic organiza
tions which had established connections with the masses
a task farfroLJ easy under "illegal It conditions. hBetter 
no organization than an organizatiop imbued with wrong
ideas!l, was r.tis slogan . 

.Another featur e of his conceptions revealed itself 
clear~ in t he same book, his Distrust of the masses. 
Lenin does not believe that the masses can find their 
own war i n the maze of the modern social life. ~ 
staunch Marxist and an ardent devotee of the economic 
interpretation of history ,he nev~rtheless maintains -
that the workingmen neeq -a guide, an intellectual star 
to lignt t hair road to a so<;ialist order. "The working
inen cm have no tj(}cial-Democratic consciousn-ess of their 
own", he writes. "This consciousness can be b:I-ought to 
them only from without. _ The history of all the countries 
prove that by itself, through f ts own powers, - the work
ing class can devel op only a tr'-Lde-unionist consciou Sness, 
an understandin g of t he necessity of' organization-, of 
eccn omic stru g ~le again st eoployers offactcry -luws, 
etc. AS t~ t he doctrine of ~ci~ism, it hus grown out 
of the philoscphi c, t i s t e- ric Wld econcmic theories 
worked aut by t' t educ~t~d r8p r ~ sen tatives of the pro
pertied classes, t he i nt el18c tu:llS." 

This t h eory was, per hap s, incomp;ltible wi th or
thodox llarxiso, yet it ad.mirubly suited Lenin's -
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character. It opened ~IllIIlense vistas before the lntell 
ectuals J the "educated' r epresen tati ves of pr op erti ed 
classes ll , who came to 'rrork aL"long the masses (Lenin him-
,elf belongs '!Jr birth tp, th~ Ru ssian landown\ng bobil
tty). On ODd 51.de are t ne IDdsses, mere clay to r his-
torical structures; on t qe other is t he intellectu31, 
the leade~, the moulder who puts life and meaning into 
the mu te stu f'f . . 

, 

No, he does not believe in e;l.,ementary f orces}, __ in 
the genius of the mflsses~ - this itnight 0'1 pure Br~icll
Decocratlc reason. nEver y kind of admiration for the 
eleilentary~ power of t.be labor movement I', hG writes, 
-every kind of nininizi n e the role of consciouS ele-
ments, neans, independently of the subj ecti va int ~mtion s 
of those who do so, a strenet hening of t he influence o f 
bourgeois ideology over t he workmen I,. l 'he labor-class 
in i tself ~':.as a fatal inclination to become imbued .vi. t Il 
capi talistic conception s . It is up to the oocial-Demo -, 
cratic intellect to rescue it f rom peril. 

This view involves a line of t ~ctics far from demo
cratic. b.t the second convention of the Ru ssian w cial 
Demo\~ratic Labor P.1rty in t he sur.:mcr of 1 903 Lenin's 
aspirat ions p~oved t o be i h cruss contrast to -tho s e or 
his ovm group, Iskra. The conventJon h ad t,o vote GH t ne
statutes of the party forming i ts consti t ution . .Lenin 
demanded a thoro~ ghly cen t rali zed par t y, wher e al l ;.leti vi 
ties are directed f rom a cen tral body pr actL:alliY no t 
responsible to the organization . Lenin's f rien d s empha
sized the necessi ty of local s el 1'- EO'ler nr::J en t ;.ln d deIiio cr a-
tic control within the party org;.lTIizution. Leni n suc
ceeded in r~lYing aroun d hi mself a ma j ori ty o f t he CO!1-

vention, to which t he '::linori ty was s t r enousl y oPfJosed . 
For a short time it s eemed tha t t he di f f erence oi 0 in
ion was not v8ry \Ville and woul d permi t bo t h Lenir: ~: c. 
his oppon ents to remain in t ho S ilL'lG Ij .:1r ~y . OD on , - o r. e dr~ 
it became apparent t hat Lenin's -v im'ls and method s wu!'C 
of a character totally di f feren t f r om those ccer is::; - y 

\ 
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the oldest and most experienced leaders. -r h e 'pw.rt~c split 
into two faction s ; .t h e Bolsheviki, or llmeobers of t h e 
oaj ori ty", deri ving t heir name frorJ the l' act that t!1eir 
prograo won the Dajori~y ln the conver-tion of 1803; ~1d 
the- Mensheviki, or IlmeDbers 0 f the minority lI. They are 
known, too, as Jlaximalists nnd Minamalists. 

-. 
He did nothin~ to develop mass Dovenent in Russia; 

it was developed by itself t hrou [ h t he irre sisti t le 
impulses of life. frJt he gain ed conside~abl~ i nfl u ence 
over Socinl-Deuocr3.tic extrcwists. His plnn aimed at 
a secret, ct:ntralized, p er el'!ctly tr.:::.i~cd nnd c i':ici.c:nt 
body of revolutionists ::;pr t.; adir.g w:iong the masse s and 
inciting them to action. This body, he t hou gh t, J':!ust 
be limited in number. Its l'leD1:)ers oU Ght to t o t Le sole 

. propagators of !;l"!€: r e volu tionarl idea :md the sole 
Dakers of the revolu tion . G1lided f rOD one center a.'1d · 
acting siuul tan eOl1 sly every v·;he r e, they could n;Jke a 
revolution a t a cer t ain D0Dent f ixed in ~dv3Dce ; t hey 
coul~ overthrow the govern::J en t wi th cn e _;l ow, seize 
poli tical power, and estatlish Lhemsel ves as a 1: rovi
sicnal Government in iJ r epuration .for n r Cfuhlic. 

What appeal ed t o t hE; wo r kingmen li'l aS the boldne ss, 
the straightforwardn ess, the seer::d.n g. r uvolu tion .:.:.ry 
3llsteri ty ' of Lenin's ass8rticl)-s. The ;jOui'e Goiswcrc 
wron g under · all circur:J s ~ '-ll1(: \;l $ ;' this w ._tS so e ilSY to 
unde rstnnd. Th E: l'\::vo.i.u tioD was t o be complcL!d by 
labor only; this appe :.1l cd to the iJ:luginntion. -rh e 
workin ; cl:lss 0u G11 t t o stop at nothin g 3hort of 3D 
arDcd insurrection ; ' t !1.is sounded well. Th e Bc.,lsl1e
viki did n o t bo t h-::r ;'l]:;ou t i n tric ucie s o f s c ci.:il de
velopnent, about posslble t wi s ts 3lld turns in the 
course of the re Tol uti on , about ;'llli~ces illJd com
promises; t his looked radical. The Boish eviid drew 
their adherents f rom the i n t ellcc :'u als on on e :1..:md , 
and from t h e lens t 0nli Lhten~d r CLr .:: sentatives o f 
revolu tionary larJO r on the 0 ther. · ltlld the~i became a 

-factor in Russian political li f e. 
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The revoiution in 1905 put befdre the Socialists 2 

series of grave.proble~s. For a tiDe it looked as if th~ 
movement was gOlng to destroy all foundations of absolu -t: ! . . .-. 

and establish democracy'. the c;uestion of a provisional 
revolutionary government took on a practical aspect. The 
Mensheviki, at a convention in the suomer of 1905, de
clared Social-pemocratic participation in a provisional 
govermjJent to be tn the interest of the revolution.· A 
leader of thB Mensheviki, Martynov, in his book, THObE 
ADVANCED itND THOSE BEHINDz explained this decision. liThe 
revolution, II he wrote, "wlll hardly start from the very 
end. The provisional government which will s pring up 
after the first decisive vlctory Will find the mass . of 

. the people on a very ,low stage of political develol)Oen t. 
The provisional governnent will be able to r otain its 
power only when enjoying the coqfidence of the nation. 

, It is, therefore, essential that the provisional. [.;overn
ment expres·s not the most extr~e tendencies in the rev
olution, but represen~ a resultant of the views of the 
various classes and groups which had been opposed to t he 
old regime and then become the masters of the situation." 

, This is precisely what h~ppen ed in the svring of 1 1 ': 
Against this view Lenln directed his wost poisonous ar
rows. He thou ght it a betrayal of the revolution to com-

.pror.:lise with other parties. He decL .. red th~t the Ml.llshe
viki were eneoies of the working cl ass upholding t he r e
actionary forces. His scheme was a dictatorship of t he 
proletariat and t~e pe asantry, and 8liDiniltion of t he 
bourgeois partie s f rorJ the provisional go V ',Jrnl1cn t in 
orde r to conduct t he revolu tion to a f inal ccnclu sion 
and to establish a re[lU blic. He di d not say t hat t he r- ro 
visional government ou ght to introduce Socihliso, but 
some of his follower~, Tro tzki amon g them, inferred this 
frOID hi s idea s. "Ei ther une or the 0 t her thing," Leni r:; 
wro te in ,l 905 i n a pamphle t entitl ed TVIO TdCTICti OF THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRilCY IN h. DEMOCR.n'fIC REVOLUTION, /lEi t h er we 
s-::ri ve , t Ggether with the peopk, towards [1 succe s sfu l 
c onclusion of the revolution i n spite of t he inc::;n si stent, 
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. ,.' selfish and cowardly bOUI'f,8oisie, or we are c:ll'eful not 

to frighten aw~ the bourf~ois parties. Then we are be
traying the proletariat and -the peo~le in the interests 
of that darne inconsistent, selfish ~d cow~dly bour
geoisie". 

The fact was that the flu ssi an revolu tion of 1905-
06 as wf;)ll as that of 191'1', was LJ. n u tion ul. movemen t 
conpris1ng various degree.s of r~dic .:llist1. It W..1S al
so a fact that the defeat of the re;.'Olu tion of 1905 
WaS largely due to lack of unity i n the revolutionary 
rtlrl~s, tile 11bertil lJarti f.~: f~~t~?'1." r:._..Lvin~ Withdrawn 
th81 r sU}Jport after tht:: If.il,~~ru LUwL<. 'NuS ~ral"l ted. 
These facts did not fi t into the scheme of a "dic-
ta tor ship of the wo rKin groen and the _p easan try" and 
therefore they were ignored by Lenin. Ignoring the 
most striking facts, or interpreting them away, was 
a peculiarity of Lenin's mind. 

At times it lead to political blindness .. In 1906, 
after the dissolu tion of the first Dun:a, wheu it be
c,arne evident that absolutism had retained its power -
when the mass of the peoples were becoming disappoint
ed and the revolutionary .organizations were crumb
ling and the cellapse of therevelutien was evident
Lenin was preaching nothi~' -~s than an immedia.te 
ar!lled insurr8ctioD. He u3i~~d' the cr~ation of an 
army of conspirators, to con sist of groups of from 
fi ve to ten "profe ssional r ·2ve1u tioni stsll, these 
groups to go amon g t hE. peo}ile and stage an' insur
r~ction. He even f ixed a date for this insurr~ction; 
the end of the summer. 

When, in the dark y ears that fello wed ·the cellapse 
of the revolu tien , the lh:nsheviki werl.'! trying to adapt I 
thoms~l ves te n e w condi tions, m~ing eV0ry effort to 
Ii ve and work <l!llon g e-1I..: m--1ss-,:s, to orgunize "leg31 11 

or hAlf-legal traul;s unions, to belp in the estublish-
in~ of edueut10nal soci.:: ti.:;s .iDd coopl.'!ruti ve ergani-
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librr~ 
'lnivmltj ot "texas 

t-u!'tn 

z'tions, even at the price _Qf somG ~irnes hiding thl;:ir tru e 
sOcial-Democratic _ phy siognorty under the mask of "legali ty I. , 
Len1n branded them as cowards, as compromisers, a s weak
lings surrendering to the tr!.uffi}ihant foe. In his 0f.inion 
they were "befogging the cl ctss~ consciou ~mess -0: the pro 
letariat", which he considered worse than ref raining from 
any activity whatever. 

Now, as before," he advocated an armed -·-i nsqrl'ec t i,on . 
He looked upon social democ:atic activities as a pr8par~
tion for - such an insurrecti6nj .:lS, in ef fect, t he 1'01""..;1-
ation of secret bands of pr-of essional reyolutionis-t::; 
ready to strike ' when the t~me_ was ripe . To the more 
realistic, sober-minded Me1sheviki, who rej ected " ~his 
plan -as -utopian, he gave~~e nQl4e of .Liquidators-' -
people liquidating the r~"'1')lu tion . -

Life mocked at · L~nin . Even -his own -adherents had to 
- adap t them sel ve s .to _changed poli ti cal condi tion s, to do 
prosate ev-ery-day work arwng t he masses, to abandon in 
practice , if not in theory, the. l'omantic idea of ml a rmed 
revolution conducted from one yenter and completed by t he 
'fIorkingelass and the peasrmts only. E\Ten t h e Bols.,.~eyiki 
were trying to make use o! .remnants of poli-tical f reedom 
aclIieved in 1905, hoping \hus -to_, faclli tate the orga.'1i
ling process -of the people .~~ich sometimes ~s sumes ~ 

-~spect different f rom t h a t f orecasted i n t he wc.:i ul -Dem-
ocratic program. Yet Lenin himsel1 remai ned f irm . I t 
.. S his creed t hat all Li\)er:.Us are co war d s .:.md trJi t o r s , 
and that the salvation of _Ru ssia C UD onl y come f rom a 
llictatorship of the workingmen <l..'1d t he pe ;.tSiID t s , :.lchieved 
by an armed revolu tion-. · _ -

-

Hi story has bru shed aside Leni n 's i n terli re t~tion 
of opinions and events in ti1is crlS1S. 'rh e revolu t i on 
of 191,7 was a revolution o f. all t he cl as ses,- gr oup s, 
parties, creeds, n ationalities i n Ru ssiu, uni t ed, t o 
overthrow t he intolerable regime who s e repre s enL ... tive s 
had proven traitors to t heir own coun t r y . f h e r evolu-

820089 
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tion w~s not an armed insurrection of well-organized 
plotters directed from one center. In f~ct the revo
lution was not organized at all. Yet those who knew 
Len~ were in no doubt as to his attitude toward the 
prot1sional government and the continuation of the war. 

, 
Lenin is a man who sees life only 'from the angle ' 

ofl his own ideas. Even in 1917, as in 1905, and after 
tl1e 6verthro1J of the Romanovs at a time when such a 
pQsslbility was a mere dream, he cannot acquiese in 
l~e ~ooperation of revolutionary Socialists with re
ptesentatives of other parties. The task be would 
have ~signed in 1905 to a dictatorship of working-
men aad peasants, had been completed in 1917 by a 
totally different combination of forces. This, 
ho.ev,r, did not change Lenin's conception. His slog~ 
now 1s uIf a republic in Russia is secured, let us go 
rOl'w~ let us establish Socialism"~That Russia is , 
unorganized, that the product! vi ty of labor is low, . 
that l,abor itself in Russia has had no experience ,in . 
self-government and no experience in managing publIc 
affa1ts, that the bulk of the peasants are by no 
means &:>cialists - these are facts that do not hamper 
the fantastic flight of Lenin's imagination. Of course 
one ~ould remind him of wbathe had written twelve ' 
years ago about the possibility of social revolution 
in Russia. In his TWO TaCTIC~ he said, liThe stage of ' 
Russia's economic development (forming an objective 
condition) and the stage of consciousness and progr~ss 
of organizing among the masses of the proletariat 
(forming a subjective condition intrinsic'ally con
aected with the objective) make an immediate com-
plete emancipation of the working class(introduction 
of SOc1.. . .lism) impossi ble". Even Lenin would have to 
admit that both objective and subjective conditions . 
have not changed substantially since 1905. Yet here . 
he is, preaChing the establishment of Wcialism in 
war-ridden, impoverished Russia. 
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Lenin lives in ~ imaglnary world in which he mis
takes the creations of his mind for realities. Only 
thiS can account for ' the fact that he welcomed ,th~ , ,. 
-fraternization" of Russian and German soldiers at the 
front. " Did not the Socialists indeed preaqh for gen
erations, "proletarig : all the countries,. uni te"? 
Wasn r t tne IIfrate:nf .: - 1.~f an exampl~ of su&h uni ty? 
Lenin scoffs at his , 'tics who call 1. t treason. ' 
"They cannot Understand", h~ writes i n his PRAVDA, 
"that we look at the' fraternization ', from a different 
angle; for us they are only slaves of , the existing 
order and its masters Ii • , The German soldi,ers are pro
letarians,. and therefore ~elcOille' Russian bOcialists" 
whatever the circumstances maybe. ,.", 

From this statement there is only one step to a 
propaganda among the soldiers in favor of an actual 
armistice with the Germans, - in spite of the conten
tions of ' the bourgeois provisional government - and 
to a propaganda among the city workingmen to over
throw the existing order. 

Here as in previous cases Lenin finds adherents 
among the least edu'cated' and least organized masses. 
His slo.gans are easily understood: liThe war ough t to 
be stopped ·at a.."lY pr~ce; ' the factories ought to be 
taken 'over by those whq toil; the bourgeois parties 
ou ght to' be dri ven ,ou t of ' tbe provi siona! governmen t . Ii 

It, is far easier to catch up these slogans than to 
grasp: the actual sttuation ' and.to ,gain ,: an insigh t in
to the vastly complicated political and ~conomic con
ditions of present-day Russia. 

It must be noted, however, that Lenin is by no 
means a personification of Ru ssian Socialism. The 
Hu s51an SOcial:....Democrats· are only one pru-ty among 
!Dany ,SoCialists groups and parties in Russia, and 
the Bolsheviki , are . only one faction among ,the Social-
Democrats. What lei1dsLenin' s propagal'lda 'the great-



-17-

est nctc~1ety 1s the fact that he is especially in
flbential. With the l~bor masses im th~ capital. Thcse 
masses, however, ate cne small fracticn cfRussian 
labor. ' . 

It is Ru:;sia's misfcrtune that facticnal squab
bles simil~ . tc . thcse practised in the little bOcial- · 
Demccratic "cc.1onies" in Berne and Geneva, are no. 
·applied on a vast scale to 'World politics • . ".Yet 
tho'se who love Russia and kno.w her never lose ccn
fidence io her creative powe~a and the ability of 
her pecple to find a way cut of the most difficult 
si tuations. 

APP~DI.x 

In 1917, the Russian masses, ccnfronting an
hiliaticn, were fighting intervention,pesti~ence. 
starvaticn and Civil War. Nct the least cf their 
enemies were the Mensheviks, - WhO. defended the con
tinuaticn of the war, were Tcr the defense of " the 
fatherland, opposed the fraternization of troops at . 
the front, and rejected Lenin'.s cbnc ~pt of a sh<lrp 
break with the bourgeois state. To liSaVe ll the revo
lution-, Menshevism demanded . . the support of bourgeols 
democracy and the. unity of the working class with 
the agents of imperialism. 

. ." 

Flowing from the general theories of tiocial
Democracy, viewing the social revolution in th~ nar
row vision of the petty bourgeois radical, as merely 
the reform of the capit~ist system, Olgi~ viciously 
fcught the basic principle"s of Marxism. 01 gin, 
petty-bourgeois politician and Menshevik, could not 
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conceive, lEi.~ alone understand, Lenin's intr<.msi-

geance on thE) qlJestions of the lroleti;.LrLm Dic
tatorship, armed Insurrection and ~oviets. 

Lenin ~eding from the .f,Jremise u';'" the clasS 
nature of the state, S.:iW' the soct·al revolu tioD i;.LS the 
'culmination of the cli;.LSS struggle in the violen t over-

" .throw .of the boul'geois1e,<.tlld in the complete sh .... tter ,· 
ing 01: the state as the }loliticc....1. instrument of . the : 
ruling class. 'The fraternizution of the troo-f; S i..\t . 
the .front - so. del.'1ded by Olgin -Was the neces5ury 
medium forbl'inging about ,the closest cooperation of 
the internatiolHil proletariat, ' and by eXUIll.f,Jle" to 
follow ·the actions of the fiu ssian lI'orkers. J..enin reco g
nized that the continaed existence of the .. )oviet Onion 
as a wOl!kers state de~ended upon the extension of the 
'October. Bevolu tion. . 

In 1917, with the .t'rovlsiorial Keren sky Govern
ment in poweT,Kornilov led~ an army of uhi te Guar d s 

;~r~~jt f~g~roMfg· th1:;~~¥eRt~~O a8$c i:mt0WtJ. °fiFtUlilsh 
thi s immediate dan.ger. Bu t l1e never P'o po sed to ' 
abandon the struggle against KerensKY. Indeed, h e pro -
posed an even sharper strugg).e, wi. th th() neccs :.:i ary . 
tactlc,however,of air~cting the brunt of tr.e !Jh/~l.~LJl. 
attack against Korniiov. Lenin's position on the 
question of supporting KerensK:J' is contuincc: in t he:' " 
.following quotation, -

"Even now, we mu st not su'pport t he reveL ; aon . " 
of Kerensky. It would be a f:.til u r e o f 1 , rinci()~e. 
How then, it will be s...d..d, mu st Acrnilov not oe 
fou·ght. ·Cert:.dniy,yes. But bet ween figh ting Ko rn
iiov and supporting J.(erensKY tl.ere is i;.L oi r':or - . 
ence; there is a limit 'to _ill t l" ings,. dnd . . t h-..J. t 
limit is passed bya few Bolsheviks ~men .t,n~y 
fall for recoLcilL!tlOD, Lilld let tbemsel ves De 
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carried 3 1"::::'7 by the torren t of even t s. 
We wage and ~hi.i,ll .continu e to w:....ge :w;:;,r· on Kornilov, 
but we do no t supJiort Kerel1sky; we unveil his 

. . . ' .. ' . ' . . ' 
f eebleness : ·. · ... " . Lenin.-;-,.tillgust 1917. . - . . . . - . " ~ . . 

Lenin def ended his ~osition wi t hin t he Central Committee 
Qf t .he Russian .Bbl ::;hc-.r1k t-' arty;aguinst bt.llin,i{i.IlIIenev 
tmdZinoviev. " ' : ". . .' . . ' -

"Y (j s · t he 1 '-.: <ld {; r s of .t h:e Cen tral Execu ti ve COIDID-.. , . . . . . . . 
·ittee ·are pu rsuing ·tactics whose sole logic is 
the , defen s e of t -he bourgf;oisi e andtht'.; landowners. 
And t here is not. t he sligh test doubt that the 
Bolsheviks, we r e t hey· to allow t h emse?i 'les to be 
cau g.h t 'in ,t h e trap ' o.f con sti tu tion a.l il.l.u sion s .. 

. t hat. ,su ch Bol silevi k s would p rove rni serable 
traitors ~o t he prole t~rian c~ se ... would prove 
tr:.li tors to democracy· and f reedom ". ' (I.eniD.'
Oct. lG,l9l7 ,ON 'r EE EVE OF OCTOBER(p:...ge 16) 

Lenin said. we do: not support Kerensl.;:y, vie r 'ef'u:se to 
:J.·econcile ourselveS ' with bourgeoi 's' nemocracy; 3Dd . 
«>lgin turn eqhis. gun s . on ~arxif>lll. , Co·h,tr_Js~I.enin' s 
]Joliey 'I'd.th t hat 0:;: Stalinism tod"ay in t>pain! We 
l!!1ust f i ght Franco,sdY t hese btali:ni 'st s , brin ging 
Men shevism up to date, ' but w~ m9 st . su~port t he i ' eo
:pIes Front Governmen t , of i1zan u..-C:..l.bul.lero '~ Wn -:..i/t 
;striki ng identity with the Men she vl i.;: IJosi t ion ..J.dV~l -. · 
eced byOl5in f or Russiilin .l9l'n t . . r recisely when 
Cl:) b jective condition s d em and i struggle i.lg.nnst Fr..mco, 
~he unle<lshi ng 01 ;.til t he socLLl. !f o r ces l ed" by U~e 
!proletariat, t he l:..tun c!:i n ;:. .of . -.:. : dcterroin edstruggle 
to lead up to armed · insu rr~ c tion . ~d no $U (J ~ort to · 
1:.0 . t il e [)ou r geo i S -d emocrat s, t riQ ~z...u1 a-C~b.~lero Gov
ernment, Std i n i SCl mobili zes. t he m~sses in ' support 
,Qf one s~ction oi" t h e bour~eoi 3ie i..~g:.dnst Wlother. 

Today,' I n blJain , under t he cloak o f Lenin, 
Jinutilatin g ~ll1d distorting . his :principles, otalinism 
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introduces the very concepts ag~inst which Leni~ 
fought so bitterly. Herezthe.cla~s.strugg1~ f in<.l..lly 
found its highest expresslon In Cl vl1 _ War and by t h at 
fact proved the complete inabili ty of the cal)i L .tli st 
class to solve any of the problems of opunish society. 
And Stalinis~ not unlike Olgin of 1917, declares its 
bitter hostility and hatred for the i'rolet...a.1'i.:1l1 Dic
tatorship. 

It is said openly. Even Qlgin could nQt con test 
its clarity and purpose. Here is. a staunch defender 
of capi talis!D! 

"It is absolutely f alse" declares Jesu:.~ Hern
andez, Communist Party Minster of Education, 
IIThut the present workers movement has for its 
objective the establisb~ent of a proletariun 
dictatorship, even AFTER the revolution has 
terminated. We Communists are motivated ex
clu si vely by the desire to def end the demo -
cratic republic. It cannot be said we have 
a social motive for our participation in the 
war. II (MONDO OBRERO 10fficial btalini st orgau 
in Madrid , Aug.9, apf. NEW YORK 'rIMEu,and 
DAILY WORKER, Aug. 10. Our emphasis.) 

Stalinism su pports bourgeois democracy today, 
rejects t h e strategy of developing the world revo
lution, re j ects t h e extension of t h e October revo
lution, and is directed against the his t orical n e
cessi ty of seizin g power, and smashing the CCJ.iJi t~
ist state. 

In the light of historical proo f , Lenin's line 
has been brilli <ill tly conf irmed. Hi s poli cy was: 
Smash t h e counter- revolu tion, overthrow t h e c'-1pital
is~ coalition gover nment and est~bJi sh t h e dictator
ShlP of the proletariat. He based Lis IJolicy on t h e 
independent organs of t h e · working- cL1SS ;'.U1d on t h e 



independen t revolu tionary party. There is no other 
road for the working-class in Spain. 

The Revolutlonary Workers League culls for the 
application of Lcuin:s line in ~pain and the build
ing of the Communist Fourth International which Will 
summon the oppressed of all the earth to fight. for 
the world October . 

.NO SUPPORT TO uaNa 

NATION.8.LI2..E INOO~TRY liND 
BANK~ . . 

LAND TO THE PEAtiANT~ 

RIGHT OF ':;ELF-DETERMINATION 
FOR MOROCCO, C.t1.TnLONL .. , 
GnLIClfi,the BnbQOEti 

ORGm~IZE . n REVOLOTIO~aRY 

MAR..a~T p ~TY 

~~~E dJVIE'r~ · 

WORK.H:R~ CON 'fROL OF 

t'RODUCTION 

EAr ROr RI l1.'l'E 'fEE CRO RCR 

EbTcJ3LluH THB WHET OF 
TliEIBERI.J~ I-ENINdlL1i. · 

E,:,'r • ..ELI 0H THE DI CT nTORufiIt' 
OF THE t'ROLET • ..RL..T 

FOR ~ COMMONltiT FOORTH INTERN.SION....L 



.' 
~:OTE m! THE FOHOES f !N BPI DT TODlY , ' 

The Social ist Party) with its Prieto right wing, and its Cabal i.cJI . ' ....; 
'i\.eft wing, carries cut t h e sar::e policy in the People's Front govern.;. 
n.ent as "tihe Stal ir.ist s. The J.narcho-l!yndical ists and t he ' PO!JH are 1:1, 
wor d.9 against t 1:e Peop}. e IS Fr ont, b'.lt in act ion have consi st antI y SU~ 
,ported t he "liberal. II bourGeoisie against t he r 'eacticnar ~c bO'..ll'Jeoiaie. 

The POIlE 's position on t h e road to poWer, t he state, the Dict:ltor
s h ip of the Proletariat, and the rol e of t he Party, is c entrist. 

The Trotsk~rite3 have played a f..ost r.:.iserable role on an interna
tic nal Bcale. Isolated frOIT. the Spanish Civil War, they trailed behi n J 
t he events, making crlticisn;s after t he event. 'K han, fdL" exaJL~e, the F1 
Fr onch an d Bel lj ia:1 secticns 1 abeE ed the POl.i'H as re'.rol utionar:r , the 
An:.orica~l, secti cn brand.ed it as c entrist. TOday, t he Belgian Trotskyites 
de clue t h e POUE has betrayed t he r evoluticn, while t he },rr:erican sec
tion p1'oclain: it as a r evolu.ti c r.ar:r party. 

The centrists in S~ain ar G divided into three IT.ain GroupinGS: 
the London Ewo to the ri g:_t, t he Trotskyites to the left of t he Lo::d,on 
Bw:o~ t he POUli to t he l eft of the Trotskyites. Fu.'1 dnr.-.entally, there is 
no diff '3r ence bet-Seen t he s e t r.rea on t he basic 11.:e:3 -·.i ions of the day. 

In OP1)ositicn to the Stalini sts, t he SOCialists, the S:rndicalists 
and the POUE, the working class r. ee.:l,s a revolut icna r~' Marxist party. 
The ind.ep enlent cl a s s acticn of the prol etariat dependS upon the poli
tic:D. a."1.J. organiza1iic r.al inde;end.ence of t t is Harxist party. 

It ll<ust be b uil t. It C3.n be' bUil t. It W ill be b uil t. 

~ " " " " " ft n 
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