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TJ1e u111to:r colours of llF1!e1 011 $f101v £11 1/ie PafaUf> 11eccl1io, iu a $/>ec ial 
s11.c:tivu of the e.i.·l1i bitlo11 Of art u1ork$ 1U'O~'Cretl by #.o<lolfo S1viero. 
$11oulll 11ot b;: sec•r as a pr<>/t11t111iott of 11t1: co!lec1f(>tt of 111asrerpieces 1a· 
k.:n a1vay by th11 t ·l11zis, 0/1en by 1J1tt tllr1~c1 or<l~r of 1/it /:iil1r~I'. /llor 111011/d 
1!1e e:d 1ibi1io>r of ;J1is series of 'po.xrcdrtf.s' by a 111()(/cs.1 SurufcJy /Ntinrt!r 111Jio 
\Vas tlcs1!t1e<I iO co111-111i! 1/te u zost tlred.1/(ul crl111e.s nga!11$l lrtunanit)' in 
dll,'f 1v1ty o/fentl the V(lfuci bl•ing t.•elebrtuetl rhi s year iu J."/orent~ on rite oc
casto11 of the /or1letlt a1t11i1.'Cr$(.tr)' of 1hc l i l1era1icn o/ 1/te city / ro111 the 
Naz.i-/asci.sfS. On rite con1raf)·, 1/ie e.ithibi1ion of Hi1ier'$ pairuingJ for111s 
par1 of 111~ lzonu1ge Jx./,.g ,"Xtid IQ Si vi.:rQ ~~·}1(), -Ou rcccfvi11g 11teu1 fro111 
1\lt1r;i11 Bt>rrtrauu's tt>ife.. bt"tH,g)t11ltt•1tt ' " Floren<..-.! ui1Jt the it/ea of ~xl1ibi· 
1/ 11g 1/i c.111. 
111e w a1er <.Y>lours, tlfh1r1 {1'0111 ex<.~i;iug au uutfer.flttrtdllhle cu riosiry . Cdll 
offer fOtXI for 1Jrc 1rg'11, 1'hc !111roductfJr)' esta)' by 8 '1 t.O Cr>l/0111 offers$(.). 
,,,e srin11,/a1i11g 1Jror1gl11s both on tlie n.es1lu1tics o/ N11zi i~·rn direc t11tl 10-
n·ard.s 1!11: $etJ rcJ1 for tlir. cla$$fcis,,, lde,,1i/le1/ 1,>f1'1 1he race l1leal, ((1.$ sr.e-11 
in 1/re U1ttc-t!.llo1ri f)iscobofus), llud otr 1/ie JUt1'S0111JI u11.;1e$ o/ lli1ler. obse..to. 
setl a:; can Ix: swr /rorn )1is lxiru;I series of ~·iti\V$, iJy 11 sort o/ 111a11 i o for 
tltf! u tter r,•pr()(fuctiou /torn life.. 
Lastly. \.VC ha-WI: 1/i c <JppOrlunil)' 10 rcftec1 On /1.111;.i t1Qlit1'.C$ regDr<lirrg 1Jre ae:
qt1 i.~i1011 t>r. ruore bruurlfy, rhe ;hc/1 t111tl pluutler of 1/ie ar1is1ic J>tUri 1ttony 
r>f /itll'(J/Je. 
ftotlol/o S ivier11 $(.I Jiitnsel/ again.s-1 th is pl11.r1d1J ri11g 1vi1Jt resu{1:; \1•hic/1 
111'1}' tt>rl(~ be $tttt11 ltc re itt 1/te P(llaz.::.o t'ucl n'.o. 1tntl rite prc~ncc of 
f.lifl11.r 's 1x;il1ti11gs i~· a syn1bol o/ tile da.Je.ut of A'aUisn:, not the Cerrnun 
r>eople as suc/J .u:lricli, ,,, 111e n tOr)' ol Si\·li:ro. 1~ are ccl~brati11g 1or1ay 
,,Jo11g u•i1Ji 1111: r,u.ic1tu1'si1io r1 of fr~~~~(lorn. 

Ciorg io Mor:1lcs 
Ald.::m)ao for 

o.tltl•roll Ac liv-i1ies 
<A;i1nu ne dl Fl rc1'1.tt 



The et}1Ibi1io11 o/ lll1l11:r'$ \~·ottr colours is at (J11CC di/fie-ult c.111! Sti,,iu/11. 
ting. /1 il· presented b)· 1he Conlune d i Firenze a.loug 1t-i;h 1/1e 11.'0rks of ar; 
10.ken u"-ay by 1h4: i\ 'a tb 1/uritig a llCetltl 1t of ci1l 1i1ral rqpport .,..,.;1}1 Italy, 
atrd (11tcr r<tc:-0\'ttrcd by Rclllolfo $ i1•lc.ro i ri Curnu.1ny at th~ erul of the 1var. 
Both 1/Je dif/it.:ufty and Vut .s1li1iulus IQ a 11ttct!$SOrycri 1ica! in~'t!s1 ig11.tlt>,. <>i 
1'11$ t!Xl1lb;1ion Uc ltr lh<t poi tu er himself, I n 1/ie p11r1ic-u lar h i.storict1l CJJ(X:h 
during \Vhicll they 1~re pui,11e1!. d1ttf itt tlll tbl! l1i.f101·ical ancl 1K1lirical Urr
pliC1.11io11s Vrar 1l1t! pul 111c-r>1ho11glr uo11l$ Srtc:J1.crca1ed mui l t!/1 i11 our co,;. 
n'uent tutd el.sch'ht!rc. 
Afa11y srudies ha~·e l>ceu \Vtlrlc-u obout 1!tc spcctal ra.p1ro r1 be11~>ee-11 inter· 
pre1~rs of Jri )'tory u..nd of p11i1r1i1rg. or bt!th.'r s1itl of "1he co11c.e111 of bea.:uy: 
F m n1 Cltar·les X of Sn~tl~n M.·lto, 1·11 l1is ta/([$ 011 J>o!a1it/, bc11~'r 011c b11t· 
1(e and tltlothcr 1ook pw)·e l·s ion o/ 1/Jc eutirti pa1ri11w11)· of Renai.s:rouce: 
,,,a,.usc..~ri11r.s a11d clas$iL."tJ I te..:1:1 (1'0111 1lte royal llb1'01y of 1/ie Jagcl/(11iitll a1 
Craet>n>, 10 N11poltt0t1 in Jiis '1tili1t1ry-t1 rri~·ric: c:.t<n1paig11s i u Italy aucl Egyp1. 
10 1/ie gre.'al Otu>utan Suluut.( in 1/tt•ir rtJids on Persia. 1!1ere tL'US al1~'d)'$ 

tltt(I ever a porticufar '"PPOTI of oonfl ic:ti11g ud111irariou autl e11v):· for ur/1at 
1114! people Vtey <>JJpre.ss.ed !tad ~en tJble 10 (.'1·ea;e 1111tl off er ; 11 tlr.e /iel1l of 
11rt to 1/rcir conquerers.. 
A.t regards rlle pel".t(Jnali1y of Hitler Ur 11!/$. ca111ex1. a redding c>/ ;/:e~S.tO)'$ 
of Col/011! 1111tl ,1.Jari1111i pro1•ltles fl valuabl(; <.'Otllributi()n lO tlu.: utrd-ef'Stttt1' 
1/i11g o/ 1Jrc pdinter's cli11r'1CU.: r and o/ tire p11r1i.t.;11/11r 114·.tQricitl t:po<:h in 
\\•hic1J Jit. \VOl'ke.d. 

Claudio de 'Polo 
Pre.sidc1l1 

Fra1clli Alin<•ri £di1ricc 



Blood (1.nd warer colours 

Tire 1t·a:cr C(JhJ:~r$ of Jli1let fall u111le11iably i 1110 tlie coregory of ge11l't' 
f)(ti11;ing.s, 1·his is e11itfen1 /10111 the1e"httiq1-1~ Uled. \Vbttrcolour if 11 sin · 
gnlt:r 1ccl111ique, ttl O•ict iur.~nuous w1d refined. an(/ strongly n:;socit1!('d 
\1•itJ1 tlti: ti11u11~ur and 1Ju~ cu.:-11clen:lc. It pr~1/eter1'tln1LS 011tl li111i1$ 1lie pilr. 
pou a11tl scope of rlre \','()rk 10 l>e e:reaued. / n lliiler's case i1 is evitft'111 
t1bove all in tltc choice of t11bjcc1 repent~tll)' ,..·ecutuJ 111/th 111an!ac(I/ olr 
se.ssi1.'t•1t$$ anti netuuess. Tl1ey 11re 11/l vitivs. urbdu l1111c!sc(;pes u:irh 1/ie 
QCC1J$io11nl a1vk 11:atdly d1·a1\'11 figure ;.•assiug 1'u /ront of a backgrou1tt/ flfr 
u1i11a1..,,J J>)' lt101u11t1('Ufs reproduc.ed 11•i1J1 irre1J1'0l1clu1blc 11ccttrcu;y, 
fJl1ler '$ l vatt T C(1/ours are w 1 illili,rfua1lug dJrd co/ief'e11111reftice 10 tlte offi· 
cial pain1lng of tl1e 1'11ird Rcic/1 10 lie tstublis}tf!.d over l\1.1e:n1)· )'({.l' T$ /(1ter, 
'''e suy 1hi$ i1J t.'ic1v o/ tlit: 'vhal etl111e QUI lot e.xau:ple, for 1he e..thibi1io11 
t 1tii1!ctl 'Ari llt1('f~r 1J1e T/lirc'f Rl'i<~l~<'foctouents o/ 01'1>ression' he/tit.'/ 1he 
f'rt1nk/ur1er kuus.· i,·er~n i11 1974. 
Pain1U1.~ tlurinr. the i'lllti era n'<l.f nol only i1u-1>irecl by 1hc i<fe.t1s rutd r6flec-
1ion $ t)11 a1·1 o/ /Jitler ontl lt!s CQ/lcboratQr$ but 111a$ alw. cs u.ie luYW said. 
au1ici1,ated l>y f/i1ler /Jinuel/ us p rrituer. Accortiing 10 the in1c/lige111 Opi· 
11io11 of Bet1liold Hint. tilt t1t1 o/1/11t 1'ltird Reiclt u:t1s essenriafly. tll lf!-QSI 
1'n 1/ic /leld of /igJ.1ratl~·~ ar1.arclri1u 111re, ol1vioiuly, "''~s a tli/f1tre111 
nitJ11er-a su<!<len r'(!/tt:IJiliuuion of genre 11t1in!iug in OJJposirfan to 1111.: tl1tg~ nl'r"'" {111o<ler11. ()~·11111 gun rd) 01·1 p roduced by 11~ /Jourgt<1!sli:. /1 tlppett'1i 
Qbvi-Ous that eveu ge11ll J)(lf111ing itself U'<IS a pl'otb .. 1c1 of rhe bourgeois~·e· 
cine/ of 1/ic """ ' 0~11 o/ tl111e 1c1.s1e. 1'his is lru~of all ge-11rt!pai11lli1g 'w;&l ' bt 
Na'Z.iisnt, ;ake-t1 t:n<! ttp(!a;etl ir"Ont every possible ,Ji/f1trttu1 s.ourCt'. fro111 
f)u1c/1 /.'ftf11ti 11g of tltc ,'\.VI I th cc111ury t111cl tlr~ pr<1vir.cin/ pal11ti11g ()j Oava. 
rla and Ifie Ty rQI o/ 11te X Vlll!h ce11;u l'._\', 11> tilt styl~of /Jie<lernt~ier. tu:J 
e~'t::l'I' 10 soiue a.s11.:c1s of 1!te A'eue St1ehlid1k<!i1 (e~·tl'• 1houg/1 1/ris belongs u> 
rhe opposite. fiercely ron1b(l1ted 1c111le11c)j. as l vt~s dc1no11$lro1etl by thct 
suggcs1F~>e exauiplu irung in 1/1~ Re<Yli.fnr 1?.t/1il>ilio11 heltl at Be<Yttbal,f'g ;,, 
1981. l\li;/J rt:g(lrtl ta tl1i:; intcr/crctre< .,vi th 50,,tC <IS/.JUtS <>/the '/'•l e.,-; Ob
j ect/ vi1y' 11 $/u>ttltl be f.aid ;lu11 S<> s1rt111ge fl!l<I bruu1J a c.oiuciclence of op
posff(f.S, 1/ioug}1 ill 1his cas~ only in ce1·1uln sccrors. isftcs.cnt in 1Jr.e very 
n>01.-. of /l."a ~i cttl ture (as tlie bloody ties1i11y of /<.'d1io11t1 Socialisin ,Je 1non· 



SIT<llC$ qn 11 ;><Jlin'c.ttl lcv~I). To ttJ.l:.~. for e.x<un11le, rluu stran;le ..,.,'a1} ' 1hi1t
kcr, tl ic !1nlla11 Juli r1.s EvQ/n: 1vhil.sr lli1l~r 1vas l'<linting his h.u1 ci~pes, 
Evola uras a 1,.·ti 1.'C in /1(1/y a.s a tltid<tisr pa.inter. A11<l it is ~\'t!ll k11~>1~·11 1/t(lt 

fJat1ai$1J1 (11tl11'<:!1 ' \'tlS perlt<l/>$ 1l1e real li11gi11.$1ic re11Q/:1tlon - in tire /ieltl 
Of art too - t>/ our ce-11t11r)'} ho<I th~ l1on.tJ<1r o/ l~ing augrily and ucgc11i1'ti:4 

ly ci11•.d in 1/Je t i'(:'). f)agt.1s of Mein K:..111pf. 7'fti.1· iu 1//~ rrwu~ of a /)Pig/ue. 
11j'1g ''P plu11 fo r art ~~·hiclr 1~'0$ ro bcco111e 'c<1tn1 ·anti 'rcl«Xcti ' and clisdui11 
auy c/i(utge in ftishi~>u or sryle. O!!Y ag.~re.<1.five 1lt!/Or'1ncY1io11. !rt fact, it 
1l'Q1;fd h•t. IQ .Stt')' tltc least, on u agg_er.1tio11 10 tc11sicfer Jli tler 'a griin Sr;n. 
tla)' J>" i111ey' as he ltll.f $01ne1Ut1<'S bun ~tied. 
AbO\'e all ll it!cr 1t "l1$ not rt(l//\' a Sunr/Q.Y /Ko inter, an arnare.ur, b1u a :.·1nllll 
1i111e profi:s.sio1t(1I pai urer 11:01·king /1Y>1t1li f<uu!ay10 Sa111nloy: cu rd 1/1t!tt hf.f 
n·a1cy coloun sho1v rh<:1<'..$ a1x1i111er l'li tler ~v11.s Qny1hi11g but 'gri1t1'. Tlic 
qxpr~liSio11f$l$ 11-vr~. nu~cll t'11Jl'tt so. l/i1lur ' "'<IS gri111 (tltougil hef'e 1he ~vord 
i.f iru1.<leqtui.;e) as 1ile au;J1or of 1!1e f1Q li1ical ptY>grw11u1e <le scribed a11tl an. 
110101ecd by li irn <tl R.turschn.in:; M 'o gre111 f,~n-11$cupt: JNii11ttt.1I 011 1hc bf1ck· 
c!o1Jt o/ 0 11r stage' tttttf 1101as1he a111hc>Y of i t1Jlt)Ct1Q1o1s dJttl lrlvial 1r1•ba11 
/atrd.St:t:t/IC$. 
If Gtl)'tiling. Hit/ey"s \\'ti/er colours silo, ,. tlte cu/J11ire,J (even •>n a styli.~lic le. 
\'C li i11;?.e11uous. sc11ri111t ti tal a;1ptr)(ICh Qf a11 Au$1rlm1 provint;/111 (but o!sc 
'great C...ru:an) '"the (;(tpit(lf, Vienna (and 1hen to ,\•luui1..' /1), revi.<rite,{ al· 
111os1 (l.f art 'in:ti<le' 111uri.\·1 iu so111e '.f(ICrecl ' pldce.~: a /t>eling of a1i11tirtJliQ11 
n!i.ted l \ ' i tl1 envy atrtl jMIOU.$)' i11US1tiucl1 us Iii tier cn,,;c / r<Ju1 1h.e toantY)' 
'Ind 0011sicll.':re.d hi1nself clo..~ 10 the soil and ro.>rs of ;he 1u1rion . .... :t1J1 1/ie 
peasants d1';/ltltt11c.'t l ()\\i{J.rds 1hc cosoio11<>li1u11 c.'i1y. Nevertl:clcss.. lie \~·as 
10 fix \vi1Ji h~ " "ucr colours (1/rc irony of de.st in)'} so inc sublinre uto111curs 
i11 rhe life of 1he ci1y a:~ objec rit.'t'S \Vllich ltatl ro he m•e1'<.'0tt1e 1!trouglr th e 
i11surrcctio'' o/ a c-ul11; ral 'ruraJi t)'' the depQsitary of the triic val11t;.$ of th« 
roe& 111.: ·11.'"d' tlu.:111 u sing 111etl111<ls b.v uou1 ob/i.of(!1e, OtU'!t! a p roduct of 
i/1e CO$Jrto;JO/i i a11 ci1y, /(11er 10 be rel1?ga1ctl 10 1>1'0vi11c ial tll'f schools, u1e. 
1/Jo 1/s 1vl:it /J /Ji1ler i1t1agiril.':tl 10 b<: J'i:l"Cn11iul. Tire rotsulrs 11>ere 111ore \·QI. 
kt1sh 1/Jtot \"'l"i lkisc:h. 
11 i$ probr;ble tha1 J.Jiller copied fro,,, tire 11icture 110srcurds o/ 1/11: era. As" 
copyi:ot l>t cau J>t ro1t1f1<1red {if 1fte reuder \Viii 11ar<!o11 rlu! ht~1sphe111y) 1vi1!1 
w wtiu:r C-Opier of 110$tcor1is. tlr!s ri,,:e: "" illus1riou.s one. U1rillt>, V..oe.-·i,tg 



s1r111c1J, Q1J 11 ;><Jliu'c.t1l lcv~IJ. To t«.l:.e, for e.x<un11le, rluu srran;;e 1''a1} ' 1hi1t
kcr, tlu: l1nlla11 Julir1.s EvQ/a: 1vhil.sr lli1l~r 1vo'J$ /J<iinting his h.u1 ti~pes, 
8t-YJ1a \\'US a 1,.·1i vc iu /1(1/y a.s a <lttd<tisr painter. Au<l ii is ~\·t:ll kn•>1~·11 1/t(lt 

fJat1ai$1J1 (nrln'<:ll ' \'tlS perlt<l/>$ tile real lingi11.$1ic re11Q/:1tlon - in tire field 
Of art too - t>/ our ce-11111r)'} lro<l 1'1~ l1on-0;1r o/ l~ing uugrily and 11cg111i1~4 

ly ci1f!.d in 1/Je t~')· 11agcs of Mein K:..111pf. 1'fti.1· in 111~ rtain~ of a /)l'igltte· 
11j"g ''P p lu11 fo r art ~~·hiclr 1~'(1.S 10 bccc111e 'c<1ln1' u11tl 'rcl«Xcti ' and tlisdui11 
uuy c/i(u1gc in ftishi•>ll or sryle. tl!!Y aggre.<1.fh.-e 1le/01111cY1io11. l t1 fact, it 
1l'Q1;/d h•?. IQ.Sfr)' tltc least, on u agger.1rion 10 ctt11sitfer Jli tler 'a griin Sr;n. 
cla)' J>" i111ey' a:; he ltll.f $Ou1e1Utt<'.'t bun ~lled. 
AbO\'\! all l l it!cr 1t'1$ not rtQ//\' a Sunr/(l.Y /Ko inter, an "'';are11r, b1u a :.·1nllll 
1i111e pYofi:s.sio1t(1I pai urer 11:<11·king f1Y>1t1li1011<!a.v 10 Sa111nloy: a11d 1/1t!tt hl.f 
n·a1cy coloun sho 1v rha1<'..$ a1x1i111er l'li t!er ~v11.s Qnytl1i11g bur 'grittr '. Tliu 
01xpYeliSio11ilf.llf. ll'\1f~. n:ucll "1or1.t so, l/i1lar ' "'<IS gri111 (tltou~h h.tYI.' 1he ~vord 
i.f itu1.cleqt1a.;e) as 1!ut au;J1or of 1!1e f1Q li1 ical progrw11u1e <tescribed a11tl an. 
nounecd b)' Ii i'" ltl R.Pusc/i,1.in:; M ·o gre111 /,~n-t/$<:Up~ /Nii11ttt.1I 011 1hc Luick· 
c!o1Jt of 0 11,. srage' tttttf 1101 as rho? a111h(>Y of i 11110ocuous "11ti lrlvial 1r1'b(111 
/atrd.St:t:t/IC$. 
I f a11y1li ing. Hit/ey"s ~V(l/er colours sh<nl' tlte <Uht1irl.'11(el'en 1>n a styli.~lic le-
1-"C I), iu;i.en uous. sc11tl111c1i1al a;1prr>tu:'1 Qf a11 Au$1rlw1 provi11d 1tl (but o!sc 
'great C...ru:an) '" 1/Jc <:ttpit(lf, Vienna (and 1hrn to ,\•luui1.'/1). revi.<ritetl ul· 
1uos1 <1.f att 'iu:;i,/e' t'1ur i .\'I iu so111e '.f(ICJ'e(/" p!dce.~: a /t>eling of tJ(/11tirtY1lo 11 
n!i.ted l \'i 111 cn vy at1tl jMff)u.$)' 111flS11ut ch as Iii lier ca,,;c / r<J111 J/t.e toa11tr)' 
t1nd t-011sicll.'lred hitnself clo..~ 10 the soil <1t1d T'Oi>rs of ;he 1u1rion, \\:i1J1 1/ie 
peasau1s d1';/l'ltt11Ct l f)\\iards 1hc cosow 11<>lf1u11 c.'i1y. Nevertheless.. he \~'(lS 
10 fix \vi1Ji h~ " "ucr colours (1lrt1 i rQny of de.st in)'} .soittc s~1blin1e 1110111c11rs 
iu rile life of 1hr ci1y a:~ objec1it.'e$ ud1ich hat/ to he m·e1·con1e 1!tt'Quglr th e 
i11sur rcctir>11 o / a c-ul11;ral 'ruraii I)'' the dep<isi1ary of the tYi1c valut;..S of th~ 
rt1"- 111.: ·ti:wd' 1/u.:1n u sing 111e1l111</s b.v non1 oblf.ole11.:, 01u:e a product of 
ilte cos.t11o;JO/i ia11 d i )>, la11:r 10 be re !t?gttlctl 10 1>1'0vincial a1·t schools, u1e. 
1/J-01/s 1vl:it h JJi1ler i1t1aginl.'ltl 10 b<t J~rcn11iul, Tire re~·ulrs 11>ere 1110 Yc \·QI. 
ki1sh 1/Jt111 \"'l"i lkisc:h. 
I t i$ probr1blc 1ha1 J.Jiller copied fr0,,1 the 11ic1ur~ 110srCuYds o/ 1/11: era. As" 
copyi:>l l>e cw1 be COJtlfMred {if tfte reudi:>r ~vill 11ar,!011 rlu~ ht~1spl1e111y) 111i1!1 
w wtht:r C-Opi.er of v0$tcor-tis, tlt!s rl ,,:e: an i llus1riOu.$ one. U1rillo. V..01-·i,tg 



aslJ~ .tuhjcct OJui 1ec/111lqu.e aJ1d CQrn1J{:rJ11g tire rt$ulu ob111i11c(/, the tu:· 
$1/t~1ic dbyss ivliic/~ sej·"'r(ltt:s.1/1c .'"'° bec:o,,1"'1 c~pp111r.:n1, /1 ~ pr«iscly ll f· 
tiers greater tccl1111ca ex11cruu (11r the $Cl1olas1tc s.e.,tte) \vlircl: renders Jus 
We1t1.f ;o;allv fla11111</ tf(!void '1/ iuuer ligh1 or /JOell)'. ~11Jii!s11hc less 'rccJ,.. 
n1C41' U1rllfo's Sll·'Vtl'l-'ing /rt>ru " bold infi.dell1y It) Jils Juunblc nu>dc/$ l"°' 
1/uCJ.> s1u.~h l•alitl a11tf hctjJJ1Y re.su/1s on OO;h c111 (ll'listic atrd a ret1'111i.,~11/ level 
(/<Jr 11ich1ii9u4:, e.spccfnl!y l1r P" i11t! 11g,. sl1ould 11cv~r ~ riglr!). 
Oue ,-ouf<I. it i.f lfU(!, ttlU! Ul/JI tt f111·1Jier 11artf(lox aJ1d c1·edi 1 Hi1{cr 1vi1h 
l1(.:i11g h precto'SOr Of 1l1e lype. Q/ pain1ing, f rlSl1it)1tflblc l()da)' a1rd tr.QI h i/ 1h .. 
out a ('4•r1c;iu cu1iott.s vll/idi1y, k110-n111 as 't111ticJ1rot1is1n: ·1zypenna11neri.ot1' 
or 'quo1a1io11I '. 81t1 Jli tl r; r t'C(.'Op{etl (100 11.-c/l atrd 1hc re{ore badly) t>nl)' l'r> 
SIC(1rtfs tVlticlt Juul no pern1w1,•t11 value. Or tu le~;.s1 ii "P{> .. •ttrs 1Jra1 lte ct>
ple.d tlten1, ,,,,d h is q1u)t(1tio11$ "'e 1/ierefore tel'ribty 1~·eak jt1$1 us ult tlte 
geure 1><1i111iu;t of 1lte Third ReJclt i.~ 1r.N'ibly 11/l!Clk cles11ite a. I tJ1e 110111p of 
tlrt era a-11d 1/ie f'fg}111~. 
1'hi.'> exhihi;iou of lli;ler's n't11er ('()fours c1u1 1Ji.e1-efore ~ lookec1 m iu an 
l:is.1or1'cal light tttul be seen 1rs 11 sor 1 of pr.:/utv'e., i(leol u11<l entfrely per$0-
nal, to the series of of/i<..'ial e.xhibi1iou.f ou gil>en 1Ju•tt/(!S n•l1f,~h al>01uufetl 
in the 1Jrl rt!cs / 11 G.t rtrrr111y (1/ie /irs1 nio1lert1 e.tau11,te <>/ tl:e 11·avelli11g rlJr(/ 
c..eturaliz.ed oo!lcclil'c s.J,o~v). s~en iu 1/iis 1vay ii 1$ u 11.sefuf rccortl, 
'Utl>fu1 lauc1.sca1ie$ <>f \1ie1111a anti i\fuuich '. 11tc11, ccu be s.ecu '1$ a p1·e/ud~ 
10 suclt exJ,ibitlOU.$ llS ' \Vife (lltd ;l·fod1er', ' 1'1te f orits1'. '1'11e s ... a .. 'The Ger· 
uu1u J1ea.sa1r1: 'Tlie (i(:r1ur"111 Cou111ryside', "'rl1e llorsc ftt ; l rt', .,..Oc1(n'y 
U'(>rk', ' \\11.ir-' und so \\'~her- \Vlric/1 1ook pluce: in 1-li"fer's C¢rtttlll l). ill 1/re 
1/ii ,·1ie.$. /1 1:/Joultl not be /01-go11e,, 1!1a1 nn~c/J orlzcroleagraplz)' being prr> 
duc..~tl iu l'drious ro14111r1'('s, i11clu1/ing our 01vn, \1'tl:> also geurt 1x1f111ing, 
A•ul i1 is 1101 11~"-$SOrlly1he Ch.SC th11.1 oil c>/ 1l1ue effc>r1s. tc> 1!1c slztune of 
thc-ir /()111111/ Ct> 11111u>11 de110111! 11t11or. are 011/y fit, as rcga1-.ls qutrlity. to be 
1/ir()1l'lf lln'lly. /1 l$ o uly l·'t'r')' l'Yt>bablt!. 

Sergio s~.1" 1 
Oircc1or of 1hc 

<.".en1ro 1'1ostrc d1 Fi1X-1lze 



A.rt a11d Naziis1n 



Art and Naziis m 
Enzo Collou i 

The cultural oppo11itlon of 1he 
1·wenlit!JJ: cowat.rd# a '~lfleally 
Gernlan ar1 

To idt n1lfy 1hc aes1he1ics of Na· 
ziis:u1 \vith t he l::t.Sl~s and idens 
about ::-.i"f o( •fi1 l<"r \\'Ould ur.dol1b
t<"'dly be both p:trtf(J ~nd lnndequtt· 
1~. Ncvtrtheless, 1hc lnll\.°r cunnol 
be dissa.ssochu ed front the ideolo
gy ru1d prac1ice or a rt ,,•h!ch a$SU· 
nte<l :;u1 officinl ch:tntctct· l1nd~~r 
the Naiionoil Soc1nllst ~in1e. If 
\\'e '''ishc.:I 10 trace a dcrinilion of 
nrt in Hider's fin;l J:>c.llitieal Ol::1ni· 
res lo \\'C \''o uJd only find ;) ncgall\•C 
one: in :l-feiu Kt1111p/, a1 the s:.unc 
n10n1ent in \\1h1ch 1tle '.8olshcvisn1 
or a1·1· is d\.°fincd as 1hc only po:ssi· 
ble t\s:OOluh.: c-"Pl'e'S$10n Qf Bolshe
visru rront n cuhurul iu1d in1ell¢1> 
tual p0io1 (If vle'''• '"ar Ort lnod-cn1 
:>l'I, :ill 1nodern nr t, is d('(';lt1red.1\t\. 
ticip;11 ing \\'h:°ll 1$ ~Jnivst a C\')f\. 
11; 1~ 111 in Hi1fc1"s idctts on lh e ru·1i_. 
:sl ic C:ll l'r'ClllS or the time, lhC fav(IU· 
ri1e 1a.rgc1s are D;1daistu tutd C\1 .• 
bis1n , none othoer tlt:in ' the otorbid 
<"XC(·SseS or individuals \vho \\'Cl'C 
perverted 41.nd out of their \\•i1s'. 
Such judgentents alr<"..:.1dv Unplic::t· 
1e 1h~ 1~..ulSfOm'l!l.l i (ln vf ~r1 fro:u 
1hc <>Xprcs.sioa vf ti. free ae:ti,,lty (If 
C\1ltu1·e, ot as was 10 be snid e lse· 
'''hell', or h;11cd libert11jlu1·alis:sn. in· 
10 a l'uoc1ion de.oi1in'° to be direc· 
1 ly contr'Olled by th~ $ 1 lte. ~l .;N,iem 
ar1 is a d(·gcncn.uion and pros1i• u· 
1 ion Qf cuhure: c los\.°ly l ink('d to 
1hc c1·isi:s of ihc t'''Cnli~ :'IJ1d 1hc 
('(10$e(jl.lenee~ o f 1hc \\'Orld \\1u.J' 

' ''hose c ffcc1:s \\"Vre m~ttlfest n'os1 
par1iculnr)y Jn 1hc field of ~t'l 
1hrvu.eh Lhe f r ::tgrnentl!tion of o!d 
for1u.s of 001w1uu1i1;;:i1 ion Md the 
$C:'11'Ch for ne\'I Ole:'lllS or e'Xprcs
:siou, <\nd bci!l~ inc::1JX1bic of •)f::t· 
clng 1 he-se 11e \ \ ' fer1nc-n1s \Vilhiu 1he 

a~nlurles o ld course of ;:;r(istlc re· 
sc::ircJ1, ,\dolf l·l hler h:td few 
doub<.s 011 1hc pla<'C due to his ttrl i· 
stic contempornrie-s "' 'IH> iC'Xpl"es:· 
scd 1hc posl·\YJI' ..:rlsis '"'hh grc;:t· 
let ioquie1ude: "Si.-.:1.v Y''ars ag-o
he \ Vl'OIC - tlJl CX.hibition of SI> 

cnlled d~d:i is 1 'experie1>ees' '''ou ld 
sicnply h::t''c been i111possiblc and 
1he 01·1?~1.ul"S '~'Wld h:)ve finished 
up in a n :.S)•lurrt, \'lhilst 1oday t.h e}' 
find l11<.~1~1sch~:s even presidi•\(l: 
o\·er nr tis1 ic :t.."Sl0Ci&iio11s ••• 1301 one 
d:ly <his :i1c.:111d~l ''-ould oorne 10 ::in 
end becnuse'i1is 1l1e jubof 1he S1~· 
h! to pre\'eflt P"-"c;IJ)le f roo1 f~l lins 
irt10 s pi riiu;,J fvlly'1, 
TJ1e pre1exl of (:ll3rantceh1g the 
$piri1 u<1I hcahJ1 oJ 1he people, uf 
1 he col l¢et lvit )'. it f m in oo,,. on in1· 
plic:i1cly o r cxplici1Jy link~~J 10 bv· 
dil v heal1h: J1\.°1·e, lo fti<"l , io thcSC' 
prOpo:;il ious. "~ c<i.n tJr<:ady sec 
nll 1he b."lslc pre1oises. of rnc is1n . In 
il.s tur-n, 1hc nu::ist dctcru1inis1n of 
Nati idooto~ is the fruit Qf a c:ullu· 
rnl dc1crn1inistn. '£,·c ry n ice, in o r· 
der to pre$erve its e~lst::in¢e, ae's 
on 1hc basi:s of 1hc energies and V'1• 
lucs \Vhlc h belo 11i 10 it by nature. 
Only ti 111{Ul fi l ror heroi.stn think.s 
a nd n<:LS l1eroic:-ill j'• gi\f\':n 1ha1 pm· 
" ldeuce h[1$ f11 mls >ed hln1 ,,•i1h 1he 
np~')roptia1c requi1·c1ncnts. '"\\1it h 
these pr(lnouncc1»e1ll$, e~ptesserl 
to the cul1ul'C session at Lhe N:'l:r.i 
pnr-1y congre66 in 1933 at Nurin-... 
bel'g_ Hiiier :'ln1lc:ipn1\.°d and in Jxtrl 
conCil'n't¢d the ooncre1e lines or :l 
c\Ll1urnl policy 1hn1 hnd nlre1:1dy 
been pu' in10 p~u.':t ice by 1he firs1 
tnonLhs of 1hc Nazi rcgilue. Tht! 
10-Jt ~1::arc:h . 1933, had sc.•c.o.n the ti· 
ILi~ ru1d $)'r11bollc bornln& or b:-i~l· 
rt\.°d books dC"sl ined to pl'ede1errni· 
nc. 3-lr.lin , ,..i:h ~1 c::ood~mn:i 1 ion and 
r i t l lt\I des~ ruction. lhe I ines of 
coutp."'ltibilhy ,...J1 h she r:i( iSt lf (!/t. 



12 
a11scfuJ11uug of 1he regirne, 1he 
"'heroic d\'>C<rine of Wlluts of blood 
r.ice: a11d pccsonali1y", inlpl'inted. 
on the '"c1er111.tl lntvs or scle<.:1ioo'', 
As hlst<fl')' and cuhut·e " 'ere bcn110 
th..: uses tif the t'IC\\' r~1cis 1 \'1t! /U11t· 
seli1:i11.01g, cultUJ"..11 polic.v Ullnle· 
d iat<.•ly b(.'CUtUC a point Of SC{eC:Ci(lll. 
of 1hc interprc1::i1i\•e et\nons.. R:i· 
cisl condi1 ioning or co li ure and ,..,.1 
:-il so prcde1ernlin,;_·d 1hc nlod.:?I. lhc 
o nly penn..is.sible nlOdel, the s'yl\!. 
The hen:>ic :i"51he!ic of N::i:z:iisnl. 
s.ct its.elf up ~· s 1 he::: h<.:ii' 10 1 h¢ idc:'llS 
:'lf1d b.;:aul,)' of t.he ancienl races 
''' ith thc i r like idc<1s of" runss here
dity" of pure blood. Nazi Neoclas:· 
sicistn, so fnlse Md rhe(o~lc~1 I, ca. 
me into being 1h ro u.!rh ihe :iunex:i· 
lion 10 Ari<in·N'o1·Jic N(.-0-p~gM.isru 
of the Gri::co·Ro1nan 1rnditi-0n. rend 
not a s u histo1'ic~~l 1t:.dition bu1 ~s 
nn c1i::rnal uiodcl; if African tlr1 be· 
Jong.s onty to Africa, Gf'CC'.O'Ro1nn.n 
tlr1 iloes no t b..:long 10 ~IJl}' On¢ peo
ple because it \).;.-longs 10 <! \"L'ryone, 
ii is ar1, iLS models of the idea) and 
of bcaury arc a rt i1.st'lf. " Jn ancien1 
(1.nd otodern 1 in)e$ Nordic-Arian 
man has tll \\'''YS found lhc co~ent 
S)'nt.hesis bclt\'Cen 1he lask 3,ssi· 
gncd hiru. the putr>e>sc Md 1r1c &i· 
\·en J'11a1cti:-ils. 11 is 1he,·t?(ore, 1l0t 
be \\>onderod al 1h~t C\'\!r")' Politi• 
c~1lly heroic e~)O('h immediately 
$4!Cks in h $ nt 1 a btldge to an equal· 
ty heroic p;1.s1. Crc~ks tuid llo1u:u1s 
thus bC<l01·ne suddenly clo$C to lhc 
Ccrnulns \.,.ho are cons1r;.titl(.-d t(I 

seek thei r rooL<i in a fun da1nentnl 
rac¢: fo r 1hts J"e.'\OOl'J 1he iotnl1)M:il 
acbicvcnlcnls of 1he ~tn-ci..:nl peo
pfe.s oon1inu.:: l.O exel't th~i r a1trac-
1ion on th.cir rl\Cially Jinked de
scend:uU$. Since h Js better 10 inli· 
talc the good than to prod11ce 0¢'" 
,igl in¢SS, ihe il'1lul tive crc:i1lon s of 
1hc:>e pcopl<' .. " cnu s till in tcrcnj of 

Sl)'lc, pcrfotnl e\1en 1oday their 
e<l11c:11h.~ ;\J)d orieni:,11ng fuoc. 
lion ... A cl\!"'.irer condcnln:ilion of 
ap~~ri rncnt;;iHsru and innov:i 1 I~ 
ruscnrch is r'J.tx.•ly 10 be found in 
1he annals of modem cuhurc.11 is 
also unders1andublc , ... hy a Urekcr 
or ... Tborak. .sJ,ou Id rise 1u 1he p<>st.. 
tion o! pri\'il<.-dgcd ::ar1is1s..in n Sta· 
1c " 'htch ¢\'Cn st(ll¢ the i.\t1t0nc DI· 
scobolus. pl:..cing on 1hc s:anle le· 
\'l.:I. on the b.1.Si$ or ,a C:Oofuscd idc.a 
of Clt\ssicis1n. the 1nodcl.s of Crec.-k 
C1tltu n! ru1d a 5u1:icrrlclal in1it:,11on, 
>n::..k:ini; of \\1hal ''""'s ll purely for· 
1n<1I an(~logy ~u·1 e1J1tc :1J'ld ~ 11't ltan. 
.fltauJutg v.·hich ht\d no lhing \''h lUl-"
\ 'C.f 10 do \\!i.1.h Greek 1r-adi1io1l. 
Thcr.e- is one lns l n.spcc1 ' vllic:h 
compleu~s 11le pi1;:1u~ (If :1n a nd 
lh l: nrtis-1 according to Hiller. :ind 
\vh.i.ch he trfW :ind in l~::t.l"I suc:ic.ee
dcd 10 sec n::;i.li·tcd in ron-c .. .:tc 
1enns under lhc.- Thi rd Rt'ich. ·rhe 
:.1r1 ist .-..s <' fwJcLi(lo1)ary o f ru·1 ideolo
gy. so1ncthing nlore than n :;;hnplc 
p1'()pa,g:andls\-. ".\l't ls n sublime 
mission requlrt1).{! a c<1.11wdt1·uen1 
e v..._1l 10 t.he t'Xlc1u of fnn::atic)s1n . 
l'le v.1ho is chosen by dc.g<iny 10 re· 
"'eat to the \\'Ol'ld the soul of a na· 
tion, m~kJng ii r"CS011nd in Jnttsic or 
spe;:ik 1h mugh s1one, sufrers the 
violc.·nce or 1hc 0 1unip01en1 (o~ 
which. do n1in1ucs hirn. v.·ill Spc".ak 
his Latlg1.1asc even if the \\•orld 
~·round hitu dues not undctsLa.1,d 
0 1· \ Van t 10 undi::rs-tand, will to.ckJe 
C\'cry difficuhy r"f1the c· thttJl fa ll 
i::~n once to ai1n for the inter ior 
$1f"U' that guides hiin1, 
The S)'n1hiosis of ttrt und r.1cis111 
C.Xpl'CS$Cd b y Hi1fc r \\'3$ COlllll)()ll 
10 all !he thoorisls of n.lCis1n. #.ace 
a11d S1yle w-.:i.s 1he title of o ne of th e 
bes I k ll0\\1n tCXlS (in 1926) of One()( 
1hc 1~)1)s 1 no1ed au1hori1ie.<i o n J'a· 

c ism .. l'ltu:is 'F.K .. G(in tJ1cr3. ;\rt a!'ld 

race ng::iiu ocet1r ~LS ~l J.n.sepl'.Jrable 
uni• v in /)er f.~)'tl111s des 20, Jahr· 
luu1iler1s by 1\lf1-ed Roser.1:>c1·e. c-u~ 
$lodian Qf 1he id,;_·ological ~urin1'> 
ny of the NSl),\P. "A11 - " 'r ites 
Rosenberg - is aJ,,·ays 1hc c rea· 
t lt>n of ~ p~1·11cul:ir blood, a nd na. 
ture lh\ked co an rir-1 forn\ can only 
tc·uly be un<lcl'$tOOd b)' cre:>1ures 
of 1hc sa1nc blood: co oi.hers it suj·s 
liu le u r no1J1Ulf. This, hO\\'eVer. is 
not a conLratliciioo of Lh e id<:.<l of a 
\1nivcrsal canon of bc:)u1y becnute 
1he pre.su1>positio11 ii; the same: the 
r<.1clrJ conditioning (If Jrt, and sin· 
ce G1-ecL:10. Ro1n~11.s and Gernt:.tns 
ho1\'C a ctJn\l'l'IOn r:"ICJ:.,J b:.\Si$, the 
identity bctv.1ccn this a1'¢l\ d.01ni.na· 
IC<'I by sul'.lt':r i (tr r"nc:lal values and 
1hc pretext of providing fot'n'l~I 
models (:vi c1 noL onlr, fonnal) or go::· 
nen1I \'alidi1y is cusily cxplnin:ible. 
" It \YaS oo Cl'\"e-k .soil thtu, in lcnus 
of uni\•eNnl hls101')'. the fi rs' gte:'lt 
d elennin:.tlivc lxatiJe bet\\tt:Cn rn· 
<:in.I \'~1lues \\.l~.S decided io (aVQur 
of Nordic bl00<.t. f.1·ocn th..: <lay, 
fron' life 1nan cnlcr~c~ inlo 1hc 
hghl, £1-.:11n the ):11;\ V.$ (It' h&J'11 ::ind of 
heaven. fro1n t1le spirit nnd \.,.iU of 
the Fulher rose a ll 1 t1~11 v,1hich \\'e 
call Greek ctihurc und \\1hich for 
11s is the t re:i1est inheriLance of 
anliquit ...S. A1 lh is point ii is use
less 10 J\,•e ll fur1he1· o n 1he nttlni· 
p11!~1ion of his 1ory and lr~ldition, 
o r Oil I he Olisund.:l'SI :1odings o ( 1'(>. 
in:\fll i<: <:ri1ieal lolet"J)re1ruion of 
v.:hich t.he l\Ot<:h·poich r~cis1 bible 
(Ir Na~.iism is full. \Vhu1 is i1npor· 
1ar11 is 10 t~.Jj:e no1c or such (If 1 hese 
ideas 'B~ \\•ere or bcc~unc po)i1i<;:.J 
di reclivt.S-. 
Wllttl, ; n .substance. \Vere 1he t1e
s1ll eles "' N:1illstn seekins to 1he 
cl:ls.sicn! rc~)t'-""Scnla 1 ion o f al"1? 
l'he 1·<tce idcnl exj)l'eswd " In lhe 
ab.solute pcrfec:iion or lh e physiC.'11 



forn1 of rn;;u1 or '''-Om;!;n". f (lr 1-fi· 
l l¢r' ii \\':'! $ :>u1au.i111icnJ pcrfcct)ou 
whjch iltleSl(.'<l to pu1•i1y :'lnrl CQM''--'
SJX>nd:1oce IQ 1he ide31 of th e ntec. 
""l'11c iin<IJ:!e of 1n~\ 1$ the c ,;pres· 
ston of 1he 1nos1 suhli111e physicti.l 
\"igour and as such in e~~c' cooror· 
1uily \vhh his natu1-e :>ind his d,;_·s :i~ 
oy as chose 11 for hi1n by na1u rc, 
i t1s1 ~s 1he li'n.age of \\'On1r.u g!ori.· 
fi\'S l hc lll ttl ll l'i\liOH or life nnd the 
1no1hcr dedi~teit to her .suhli111e 
purpose' ... The !;):~lren1e of evalua · 
1!00 of l>eau1y '"as 1hus r'<prcsen· 
ted b y lhc fitness or 1he fcrr(I) in re
specl or lhe pu rpose for \V))l(:h 
1n:u1 and \\'Qman \ \'(· r e pred,;_·stined, 
npti1udc fo r \Vi.tr in t he (it.s t ca$C 

and an ~1p1 ilude (or it \\'ou ld be bcl· 
1er 10 say, the obli!,!t•lionJ for p r'Q. 
ere.at ion in 1he second. 
Alce1ld.)' in 1hesc cit,1tions c tu1 be 
£o und iu ll«C~ $(,) file key e le-JllC.lllS 
of 1he rappo rt Jx.t,.,.ccn ar1 lits t:\ · 

ciul b;i.sis), -ar1is1s, {1hcir pub lic 
1n issio11 and function) and the i;On· 
swtte r· (a pubJi(: ,,·hich cou ld 1101 
have libcr1v of choice but \ \ '3$ at.e 
r'C(:ipfcn t oi' ;:i c.1ltural p l'oduc1 in· 
te nded 10 n1ould ir ti.s l) l'" Ce, t(I u n· 
d¢rline i1s cohe:sio il as a rolc iui col· 
lective.). 
11 cou ld be i1uercs1ing to C'-.~ruuiuc 
in d"'p1h 1hc kno ,vltdgc :\nd 1ns1es 
\\'hich insp i1·ed Hitler's choice of 
n1o<k:ls for htt aes1he1lc ideut not 
fo r \ \•bat •his sign ifies rtorn ~ pcr
SOll:'ll j'IOin1 (If vie\V b u t fot• 1h1." COil· 
.S('Q\l~l<".CS in lerrns Of inrluenCC On 
lh\! &ent>'!ral dlr«tlon of a rtistic po
lic ies. \Ve sh<1ll look ~· I S<u'ne 
~Sp..."Ctsof 1h is l~ 1e l'. II \\•i ll be in1c-
res.tin& ni:t,.,.. t? take ~n an1 ic il)a1ory 
Jo.;-,k :11 H 11 le r s p rcd1 lect loo Ot the 
palritlns,s o( Biedcnneier and fo r 
Ba \•ur ian pl'ovin<: l~J y:;lnlit'•&· 
1:ro111 sca11ercd 1101cs v l•li1 ler'' 
so~Jled "mooQl(lgues" of Lhe \\"3r 

ycuN ,.,.e c:i.n SQe ¢le., 1'1)' 1h~ sc~1fe 
of V:'llues :;icoording 10 " 'lnch he 
cl~ssificd p1\ln1 Ing: 1J1¢ »lore 1 radi· 
1 ional. th e nlore ut:ndculic- ii \V<1s, 
1hc n10J"e he liked it :tnd 1he le:ss i i 
dis1urbed hi1n, He ~pprecin1cs lhe 
)'oung iud ac;1d c111lc C:trln1l) b u; 
<•S soo11 as 1 he la1ter sho,~-s a 1.::n· 
d enc-y 10 break , ,; th 1rnd i1ion he 
drops In ftitlc1"s considcrtuion: ol>
.sc r\'ini 1h;11 this :;t4)J'Y l'tpea1s it· 
self in 1hc C3SC o( a J1u1nher of :Lr· 
I is ls., ir llOI (.JI or !hem \\'e rt1ust 
dra'" 1he concltL~ion 1'1:11 in 1hi.s 
fi¢ld tQO t.h<: Je\\lJsh plo1 ls ttt work.: 
:is soon as tl1<'"-.sc people, 100, g\~l 
;100\'e thents-::h•es, and \Vnnl to un· 
d.::r1t1kc cxu-.1ordin:u·y ;and ilmb l· 
1lou$ '''<t•"ks, (ollQ,.,.ing: 1he bad 
cxn111plc of 1hc Je\vs. lhcy ¢Ud by 
pJ'(>(lucing rubbish~ . 
This: ch,;_·:i~) philosophy <tnd socio!<> 
g._)' o f {lr't Qf Hitler's reveals: all 1he 
poverty of judgc1nen1 <uld tdcas of 
,,•lti t.:h 1 his m::i.n vtas ~p:'lb l e.: un· 
foriun ate ly, C\ 'Cn in this field his 
id_eas :'.Ull icipn1cd ~·liurnl policy. 
Hid er held 111 the tughest oonside. 
r:11ion p::i.inteN of~ \•e1·y 111,;_·d iocrc 
sttunp, S1J1ue1io1es '"<>rthy t nQugh 
of their IY'l)C bul ::t.h\'t\\'S or li t iJe o r 
no difficl1)1y. At the beginnli~g of 
1he Scp1e1nb,;_·r of 1942 he con tided 
10 his 11\os1 in1hn,11C; con oabor:11ors: 
"~t.>• SpilZ\V~gs: 1he rno~ bc<ulliful 
c<>UectiQn (If S1till \\'es,s Jn the \\'ho· 
le \\'Or ld !". 
Qi+ t.e took 1he o ppor1uni1y of 
buying <ii a then ' 'C•'Y hig:h p tice a 
Dcfreggcl' (\,•hich n1t\kcs one 1hink 
thn1 1hc tos tes o( the l-'Ul1er :' ISO 
served 10 l>Ot)SI 1he a rt 1n:irke1). It 
Is certain 1ha1 \Vhat he liki.'d about 
SpilZ\\'cg ,\ .. ..tS genre {h1inting,. ;he 
()C:IC('f ul provinc ial envi1Y.1 n1nc n1, 
the d'-"'<X>rous bourgeois i nterlor"S, 
Biedcn n,;_· icr. in f:.1c1. a c-01ubiua · 
(ion or hones1 n1ec.iiocl"lly nnd phi· 

lis1inis1n. In O,;_· frcggcr 1hc c-oun· 
t r \•s-idc-{1nd mouJ1 1~1ins o f 0 3\1(1ri3 
aTid lhe ·ryrol, t.h e o l(.'!Ogn1phic fee
ling of picture pQStC.'lr'dS. lo 1h~ no
tes 1hc,nselvc-s there. is nu obser\'t\· 
liou "''hich g_lves ;:i clue 10 1 he ,,·ny 
io \\'hich Hi1ler looked a t nrt. It ) $ 
cf no in1crcs1 10 us 1ha1 he ''-anted 
10 :111 r'ibu1e to 1 h e Cern1no s. 
through ocrrcggel'. s uprcn1;1<;y 
QV\':r t-he Italians in ~)aintlngs of the 
Ct1mp"g11a {in llulinn in 1he ICJtl}; 
\\'ha1 is 1no1·e sig11if icun1 is th~11 he 
w tLld excloh1\ {•bout Dc(~o;r in 
c-xhalti11g i1s rnerils; " Pho tog rnphy 
still dldn'1 cxls1!"1 T),n1 ,vas what 
f·:lscintu cd Hiller. 91.tot rctLl isn1. no r 
naturalism as n11 nr1is1ic expres 
sio11, but the exac t rcp roduclion of 
1h<: renl; SQrr1ooot \Vho coph:d nntu· 
re ' " ilhout ~ traC4.' of in\aginn1ion 
{ii :llrn~ sot1nds like l.'I biogra1,hi· 
cal 1101e), 1hn1 \\•as a real tU'1is1. A.1·1 

.us c n.tf;. one might ooneludc. Aod 
~so i t is; not 10 be \\'Ond,;_·rcd ~t tha1 
he liked 1hc s 1n1 ic, de-s.e;.:,:d pllOli)o 
iµ·;:.11h.i(: \\-Omen (If Adolf Ziegler. a 
n1cdioc1'e act•dende poiu1c.r, vn~s1· 
den; (If the Rticl1s l:1J1r1ttter for 1he 
figun11 ive ~·ns, :1ho\vn in lhe big 
~uinual exhibi1ioos of Ccrn1:L11 ~1r1 
b<lscd irt 1hc ne \\' ll.-.us dc r Ocu1· 
sch-en Kun.sf d i 1'n >os1. a. 1nonu· 
l\\ent 1ypi~tl or Ntizi nrt hh ee1u re 
\\'h lch SUJ'vivcd and \ \'US reopened 
ro.- c;i1hlbittons in 1hc Ba..-nrian ca· 
l)ilnl. l">Cginninf. \\•ith 1hc u·yp•i<:h 
of 1'11.r: Fou r t;.en ien Lf 011 sho \'/ in 
the first e xhibit ion. 1t~(11 of J 9J7, 
the sa1nc da1e ns 1hc exhibi1ion of 
' 'dcgenef'ate urt". 
'IA/e have ((,,,eJi a t so1ne leng1h on 
l-fl1Je:r. B-..11 Na1.i a1·1 couldn 't :ind 
didn' l end \\1 i1h 1)1c id~tis Or p01iti· 
cal p rac1lces of Hi1ler :ind Hitler 
Lt1onc. Hider cnn be regarded as ~LU 
cxl1'1:n1-e cnse within a cu llunll si-
1u..,tion . \ \fi1hout t:1ktng iuto consi· 



der:uion 1he ' ' ':\\1evf c uhuml nHtc
tion l'wtning 1 h ro ugh 1 he T'"-'Cnl ics. 
che IX>St ''':tr shu~1lon a:id •he Rt--
~)ub ic cf \V(•in1L1r it is i nipos.sible 
to l'C(Jiie 1hc IX>ld that Nazii~111 
had as n cuhunll phcnoruc.,uon. 
One m u51 go e ven fu11 her b:oc k and 
con.sider the unhtlppy rJppo1·1 bet· 
" 'tK.n :i.rl 3.J)d poll ti ct b(·fore the r(--
\'Olution of 191 8 unde r Ktliscr Wil· 
helrn, of ~he ecos(u"$hlp of olllitti· 
rl .s1n . of th~ 1nonarchv i1nd the 
cv(1J)gelii::al ~hur'(:h 3$alil.s1 anis1ic. 
li1ertu·y and d.rtu1~1uc c~prc1J.S i ttn, 
1.he interference of 1l1e Kni.,cr- hint· 
.se lf, another \\'ho thought he w uld 
die1n1e 1n()dc ls vf form 3nd oon1cn1 
inspi r~·-d by all uut ho1· by'' ua1ton:-i· 
l isi le :ind ,nUha1·istlc r he tol'ic. The 
ins1itul i1Jnal l.iml1s of Ille p~1ss:1.s,.;
fron' the Kniser 10 1he Rcpl1blic of 
V1tein1tir• (J.SO CXJ)l.'C$Sed 1hcr11sclves 
in 1hc continuity of the 5CM'.:::i.lled 
1'/e-i,narku11s1, of u-;:idi1ional i.sl and 
na1io naL:.'1 ins-pic·atit>1\. W:iJde:gnrd 
.Brt r111er, 1 he fi rs 1 schol~r 10 cxtinli· 
11c 111.:: u1·t.istic policieti of Nt1t ionnl 
Soci~ll !>nl1•. pointed oul 1he s trong 
influc.occin Lheorganiz~uionof 1hc 
"iSlkil·lr c ulu.u·ttl oppos i• ion«> \\!e1· 
n'o.ri~"Ul ar(is1ic :uHI Hternt'}' l ife . 
From 1927 Qll\\>;'H'd. or 1hc N::ill(lnal 
Sociali st 01-g~1n.O.at io11 for <leu1$chc 
J(ultur p1'Qfl'101ed by Alfred Rosen
berg and dc:i:tincd to bccoine a 
ch:1f 111e l (If c ultural reac1io11. an•i· 
cip<u.ing io ru~1tl)' \Va\•t1 1he politieu
cuh ural p1~c1iccs o( the Nazi r~g:i · 
rne. It is su mcien1 10 re.cal l the dc-
clanxl :i.irn of this 0 1'{?W)i.1atiOJ'1, 
" 1he 1>rop.:i.s,a11lla anlo ngs-t the Ger
man people of the r~pport bc1,,«~en 
roce, t\fl, science 3nd t.'thicttl und 
tnilitary values··0 • 10 Ond lJ) lis 
CCfll ra) nucleus o( s ta nding o rders 
n c lose id<.'.nlifii:.;.,1ion \vilh the ab<> 
' '<.:cha1ioos(roo1 Hi1ler-:i.nd Rosen· 
berg, 

On 1hc cuhwi:al rronl ho" 'C\'Cf lhc· 
$C ::u11l.\\f.;dn1:i.1·io11 fe1·n1c11L<i occur
red u101·c frelllH!tltly th<ul nt(g.h1 <l:p
pear from ::ic ritical :."1ccoun1 s of the 
S<)<-ltllt'>d golden years of the lit"SI 
Ce1'l11an Republic. {11 ~nli1y the 
golden years '"-'ere }'C:<lt 'S Of &J'e~I 
creatl \le $~)1ertdour but al'io oF fier· 
cc cuhurol and f><tl it ie(1I C(ln.f lict. 
The Ctvszens :1r'1d R.;;.1na rqu.:-s en· 
cAJun1cred ho:st ilily. so1n ctiln ea 
e ven •)hysical. ool only fro1n decln· 
red N'(iz.is bl1t roore often fron1 ti 
vagt body o f nn1 io11al<0;lse1·vu1 ive 
op in1oo and fJ'Qm 01•gaos (I( S1ale 
such :ls the 1ribunals- \vho '''ere on· 
ly 100 ofloe.Jl caJled in 1q int~l'Ve-ne 
ag:1in:>t \vriter.s. ::tt1ists and publi· 
c is-tS, r rotn@.Olll.S1$ t>f I he de:sttera
tion o $l>Called pa11·iotic und rnili· 
1ary valu~. T11e s ignifi C11.nce or th~ 
Ore.t\I Y,,1ar un d the \ \':.1 v i1 CO\'C l'<.'.d 
\\'ith a c lo;:ik of nn1ionci°I \'alucs the 
ris ing 001npliclly s:urroundtng Na· 
1 lonal Socialis n1 h1.1s 100 of ten b...'\!n 
11nderc~o;liJnated. 1l1c rise to IX>''·cr 
(Ir N:1-z;iistn \ '/ftg; ali;o 1l1e te,·en;;e of 
1J1e genero1io11 of .. the fron1 ". But 
1he syrnp1011u; of 1hcse devclop
nt\.'1lls \\'\!IX' l\lrc:idy :ill prc;!l.en t a nd 
cxplic-it in lhe cl1 IJu1·u1 C(K)flict on 
the \Vc i111ur sct•.n..: .. \\'hen in 1930 
1he fi N t loc::il '1,0\'er''l111'1('1U \\'Ith Na· 
ii pur1lcip:11ton \\'tlS es1abli.shed ln 
Turing,ia. the cuhu r'.tl policies of 
1h~1 lA11d anttctpaced ~II 1he cJ1n~ 
rtic t\:rislics of Sl1ppr~s.sion i\nd po
litical ~utd racist discrio1ii1n1ion 
\ \'hich ,,..._s 10 be l,}'pi~I (If th¢ Nati 
regi1ne; d(·f enerate art had ils firsl 
1u.isc.cn scene , .,.ith 1he oond(.'rnna~ 
lion of the Buuh:o1u.s, ii :<: brut.i· 
shment f1~ l'O \\'t~irn~r and 1he de
s1ruc1ton of lhc great \Vall p~1nels 
of Sch.le11u11er. 
M.s Brenner h:1s dcnl<1ns1nut~I. loo. 
1h\: ''-ay in which the escnl tuion or 
1he cuhtu·tU 1-c{lc1io n l.O 1he Pru$· 

slnn Aa1den1y of e\r1s whose purifi · 
ca1ion ''';;is 11) be one of the fir.st 
and Jl\osl 1·aJical inilia1i\•cs of Nt\· 
xificalion \ ... i11lin 1he <::ullural Josll· 
1u1lons ~~ftcr J~1nunry 30th. 1933. 
b~t\n1e a C'Qncrete fnc1 nt le."l.St 
fl'Qlll 1926 Ott\vttrds, i hc cl:ti1n for 
1hc reprc..'ie1u:1.1ion of "~H1 (\':It as 
spec!rl<:ally Gc1·n la n t'lnd of lh e 
prop le" as Qj'IJ'l0set1 t<> "ru1. of fol in· 
!crnntion:;J 1ype··•: is C' ll1ble1na1 ic 
o( the schen}:\tlz:;tlon of 1t>e rr'Onl:s 
\11hich di\·ided Gcrnnu1 c-uhurc. 
'l'he n1<1St tcceot studie$, sthnula.. 
1c;d by rdl«:tions induced by the 
fif1lc1h i1nni\'l!:rsary of 1he rise 10 
flO\\'Ct or Na<1tisn1 :J.ntl the Clthun.11 
barb;1ri:-.alion \\'hich fornu: d an in· 
te~!'al part or lh:'ll rlsoe lQ P""~' .. 
tend 10 undcr)inc strongly 1he ttl · 
tt\ck b.'I pub Ile a nd ins t l1u1looal op!· 
nion, hos1ile to 1he btcak \vidt va· 
lues lhe.v considct\."tl tmditi~)n:tl . 

o n ll\.°\V ex1)ressiv ns .:,f \Veim~r col• 
tun::, precisely lhose " ·ho in 1he 
field of ~~t ~nd Ji1cl':'l111re 1n.:tde 
1he n1se l''es 1he nega1i,•e heirs of 
1 he Crt•.iu \Vnr·pacifi.s1n and anti· 
1n illt:trism in p~rticular• •. fro111 
the ~t;l:!rcs.si \•e i>:.llirc of Grm l 10 
1 he ntil<ler. moJ"e h-01\ iC <U)d less 
sc;ith.iri.g s t•tit·e of Kur-I 1\mold and 
.. Sin1plizissilnus" 1J1e image of $Cl'• 
111anic 1nao l)'J)irie<l by :-i 1nistu re of 
;1rrog<u1cc tu1d pri.iuit ivisn1. \\'8.S in 
ilsclr tin offe11ce •o the C\•lll\•awrs 
Qf lhe c/c:ul.$C/i11 K.tt/lur a nd of prc
;SlUtl~!d natio111,J vulues, 

. .\galn.s' ' 'D-egent!rs.te ;\1•c" : 
·1·hie rieorga.o.W1tloo 
or •h~ ~rntan spirit 
The cofnlng 10 ))0\\ 1er of N:ulis1n s l· 
gnalled 1he t riu1nph of •• pro\'incial 
:'ll1 . A.rt los1 :111 Jt$ autonomy (Ir c.(· 
pressiou. ttlong \.,rilh all other n~n· 
nifes t ('itioos of ('Uh ur-e. "'nd \otaS or· 
£:-.i.nized by the iiuc:riol' ,,,o,·k i1JgS o( 



1he Strue. A~)aft front th e SJ>e<:irlt 
con1cn1 \vhich II \"3'$ 10 ~$$\lllh! 
and " 'hich \vas c,·iden1 ly iJ'di.s.$Olu· 
bJy llnkOO to thot' func1io 1\ auribu· 
1..-d 10 it, it bectinlc no1h ing o lhcr 
1 ll<ot one or 1 he chnnnels of o r:;nni· 
i <i1 ion and conser\ '<11 ion of c.on.scn· 
su s. by dcrini1i(ln t1J1 instn11'11\':nt of 
sock1.I oon1ro l like rnany oth-cr'$, 
The fig.ht against ar1is1ic ~u10110-
1ny a nd plorallsn1, i1gainst th e tu· 
nluh of eX,presslons \\•hich chnrnc-
1cr1zcd 1hc ' videlv di~rslrled 1''3· 
nOJ':\ffl:l (If 1he \Vei1naJ' scene in 
which surviv:.tls of £xpressio11ist'l 
'111d Ne'"' Objecti\1i1y l ived side by 
Side, t1IOl1g \VitJt the h.ar.Sh fle$$ O( 
1he satires or Gros.z t1lld ._l t".:.\rtfilcd. 
lo aded \vith the no-.sidue o f o~\· 
daisn1, and 1 he f l'IY1.\.'1\ cncha11111.ent 
of ihe p~Jnh.:1'1S of J'll3tl'.i:iJ rc3lism, 
ou1siders like 0110 l)ix and f\-1ax 
0<."JCkrnann, the great Sc::ulptors, 
h.c:irs lO 11~ expressioni.s1 tradition 
like B::u·Jnc:h nnd Kolhvht. ,,,~ a 
b:1u le for 1he re.establislunenl or 
ord er ~u1d aulhorit)' extendli1g it~ 
self 10 1he f'ic ld of ru·t. Only bystUI'· 
1ing fn)1\1 th is presuprosltlon i1 L<i 
~mssib lc 10 understand 1 l1c: f crocily 
of lhc :i.11ack on •ll()<"lem ar1,. (Ill 
eve1·yLhing \vhich even rcnlOtt~ly 

brqJi.c \\'ilh th¢ c:1nons or clns..<ilcal 
esta.blish..:d 1\rt. 1'11c: pri,·ilegcd po
sition in Nro-J offic1:tf ,11·1 accardcd 
to 1hc gcx-at llti>:Slers or lh..: cl:&S.Sl· 
cal 1 radii io11 '''ns 001 d ue only to 
the pos:slbiliiy ah:)t in 1he1n mi~lu 
be found tht" grcn1 rrtustcr~ of ger· 
n1rullc ar1: there '"':'.LS 1h::.1. ~s \\'e 
shall see. but 1hcre '''as a lso 1he 
fact lh:at by flO\ \J all 1ht ~I'' pJ'Q<fu· 
ecd bi::forc 1h..: b1-e:1k n1.:1de b;· 1he 
L\vant ~1.ulrd slnrtirtg frorn 1hc: se
C(lnd l1a)f o( 1he XIX1h cen1ury '''as 
in t1 s.;o.nso: n 1'Cl.1:ssurint! art con1ai· 
nlng: no r.tintulus o r glctuu or in11ni
ll¢ Ul d i'Sr"UJ)li(IJ). I l \ V8S 3 CC)OS(t)id3· 

ted p~trlinooy. h could be pu1 10 
use in 011e d ir('("tion o r ano ther, in 
one m<'ftsurc <•Y ano1hcr, but ii ron· 
1:.linOO no 0:1<.~u1<.~u t of cru-01iooaJ 
nlOblllia1loo, ic d id not pr,;\'Oke an 
ti1volvcn1cn1 such u:s n1ii;:h1 ~use a 
division of opinion or or lang:u3ge 
or 1hc i nt~)ClUS 10 rebellion. 
11\C SC:'11ldt1,I '"'as sup1)()sedly eau· 
!ied bv those desuc111lors \ vllO di· 
sputt!(I the pl'esun,1-ed nn1io na1 vtt .. 
lucs. race. the nnlion:\l e-01nm11nl~ 
t)', the nnned fore~ and \\1t1rlikc 
tlllitudc:s. 13u1 1he teO\I scand:il coo· 
sis 100 in 1he exii;:te.1ce of th:tt con
tn:1dic1ory u1·bn.n cultu re, d::iu ghter 
of i11dus 1cializ:11io1' and 1he :.lcccle· 
ratio1\ of th.e phcno1nt;:n:> of urb:ini· 
?,.'ltion, \Vhieh \\'as none other 1han 
;.1n <:;\'p1'\:.S:s,ion <•f the ccn11J'ad ic:
Lions of l\ socie1 y of cou;plcx soc-it\I 
.s11·u1ilic:-1rl(IJ'J In \Vhic::h ahe old hie
rnrchy of n1edic:\o:d socie1y or of a 
socictv ro11d~1.rnen1~1Uy rural h:>tc1 
bee11 Profound!;• 11pse1 nnd re1n ixcd. 
1'.lodern ru·t had c::rh i c::l~"<I 1he clly 
and 1he "'rre1chedncss 1hu1 '''ent 
,.,.i1h 1hc ne\ v u1•b:u'I re:'IJity: bu t i1 
bad lllso 1ren1cd of scx.:i:il llsp....'Cll:I, 
'>( lhc u~u.sfonnation of 1hc land .. 
.ica~)C, of the cor1centratl(ln of t«h· 
nit aJ clcn1o:n1s. of n10\·c:n1c:n1, OJld 
ll<t\\' dynan1fs1n, of 1he f()t1n:itlon (J( 
nc.,.,. ch1sses u.s a rcs:ul I of u rban iza· 
1ion, ·n 1c nt"\V aJt of 1hc XX1h ceo. 
IUI')', t$p.:Ci<11ly in Oc.r111ru1y, v.·us 
(.>sscnd:.tlly and p rcvaJcntly ul'bno: 
af1er 1he flrs1 \vQl'ld \\Jtlt ,.,,hJch 
cxa~pcr.:11c.:.d 1he oonditio n o f the 
cn1i 1-e social Sy$ltlll and pol di rcc:
tly on sl't0\\' in lhc ci1y siree1s Lh~ 
phenornent1 or tht c1·isls-influ1io11. 
une1uploy1nen1, prQ$1 i1 u tion·aod 
<'\)SQ the CXICflttlJ itnagcs or 1hc be
hta\'iOUI' cf the nev.· (:Ins~ 1)1'«!11· 
ced by incrt~~t.Sing ter1kui7.<u ion. 
tvith nu:iss en1erl~1in1ncn1, th e use 
of 1na$$ C()nt1\\UlliC.3ti(Jll$ !i)'SIO:lllS 

and so rorlh, 1hi.s alJ.pc 1·\·~ding: 
ch::ic":'.lc::ler <>f 1he bl~ ci1y, meeth1;;-:: 
pk•'-<' ~nd bntllcficld 1w1· f!J:Ulle11cc 
of t h<e ~.-~n 1 cc11uradic t ions of 1he 
epoch, 111 v.·hic:h oc:curr.,'l<I cpisodal 
involving anQnyn\C'.>US otulli1ud.;.--s 
and t rngedic-s or iufinile soli1udc, 
,~·~ oonn<>1a1i,•e or th~ ,.,,hole cul· 
t UJ':.tl Jifc or the l iulC, \•ainl ing. \Vtl,S 

full of h, i i \Vas eipres.se<l in c xpe · 
r·inw.-:nt;.\.I tu-c hi1ec;1urc. it J.-w.:rv.id~:d 
li1e r:11u re (i1 1nisht s.cefn banal to 
cile Derll11 Alt.:tandti'Jlfat:: b111 h Is 
~nly one exnrnpl(>), th\! cine1na and 
C\'Cll IUU$ i C, 
The Nazi n 1h u 1-al fenction \\'OS 
i1bove all a rct•oCI ion il.F<•inst 1hc Gi· 
t )_' ns a11 expression ol nil 1he C\•ils 
of 010<.fcrtt soc:ict)'. The tu1<1lysi.s of 
the oon1etllP\)rary cil) '. '~·hich h::id 
found in Ce11n;u1 $Q<.;iol03y f1vrn 
the end of Lhe pre11ious cen1ury on· 
v.•ul'ds one or 1hc most fel'tile fietds 
of analysis a.s a 1nicrocos1n of Lhe 
1nosl co1nplcx SO<'ial s1ruc1urcs. is 
reduc:cd in Lhe cr i1 icis1n of the \'~I· 
k.i.sch cullurn1 opposi1 ion10 c1·iti· 
c ism of 1hc c ity n.i a J>u ru l\.'nl sore 
of C(iJllemµorary soci(:ty. No1 1he 
scicn1 ific spiril but ro 111a11Uc no. 
stnlgi<".l Js at 1he ro<11 -0f 1 his desire 
10 r\.'lu.rn to ouunod.::d :u1d :u't'httic 
ld)·Us 1 yplc..'\I of 1he lde:alt of $0Cle+ 
1y of Naii propag;u1d:.1. 
The lmates of social groups u":ln· 
s111i11ed lO us Llu·ough N:1:-.i cri1ic:.tl 
ld¢3$ and la1(:r the-it' lc-0nog,mph.)1 

osc;ill;uc bct\\'t~cn 1)1c w1rc<1I o rder 
of a farntin; \•illn«c-, of an ~ricul · 
1urnJ lundscupe ' "11ich in rc.:.11ily is 
m uch tr<u1sfQl"1ned b u1 '"hich i11 
Na:-j iconoi;rnph.v preserves. 1hc 
inuuobili1y of long ;~go. told 1ho: 
cqu::illy unrenl O)'dcr, this t inie 
c vc.:.n $jX:C:lra l, of the <:;ii.,}' ;:1.s b<ir
rucks.. stripped cf nil ils conlradic· 
1(011 11 and dcstioed 10 e.\1u·es.s by 
1he unifornlity ot ils urb<~n s1 rue· 



turcs 1hc $ph•h of hlcra1'Chy. ord\'.r 
and authori1y which h~1d lxcn up
sei bceaug\'. (Ir iinpe1uous Lrnn.sfor
maLions. The syn1n1.e1ry of 1h¢ 1110-
\"e1nen1 of rnas.ses " ·hich Nttzii.sm 
desire in the re.aJi:.t<i t i(IO or 11$ rf· 
tu{t lS :tnd chorx:ographic.s is no 
o lhcr 1han a .symOOlic f\!.ptcsentrt· 
ti.OU of 1he valu\'.$ nnd the h ieror· 
chy of Lhc v-.i.)uC$ - each in its: pl(l· 
<:e - on " 'hi ch ll1e o rdcrini;of Nazi 
.sc>eic ty mus( rc:sl . 
In 1hc v6/ki..~h critique of the cily 
the-pn:.,·alenl c lei.·nei'• l s.ec1·0$ lO be 
vf a biologicnl charat:tcr. 1hc <;ity 
as an ins:lou1ce of the dis.solu1ion of 
the best and heal!hicsl hereditary 
sub.slf~uce: 1he unl~\'.~1l thy pro1ni· 
scuou.s chtU't\Ctc:-r of the cily " 'ilh 
i1s higher n10 1·talil)' ra1e rcs-ulls- in 
an attack on lhc sub$1~4.:C o f l'.I r'\I · 
r.il aris1oc•·a1ic race " ·hich is- "'htu 
the gerrn;.1nic rnoe is ~ind n1us 1 rX:~ 
1nain, an aJ'iS-t<X:ft\CY of the soil. All 
olhcr (.-onsidcro1ions or a soclologi· 
c(J ch~r._a.ctcr, for ex:ul\!)lc on 1he 
eradi(.-ulion of indi,·idua s: \\1ho ore 
ren1ovcd fron1 lheir ru;1.1urrd and :'.Ir 
the sanlc 1irnc ideal cn,•ironn1cnl 
" 'hicb is the Eiuz.c//JQ/, the frtrm; Ol" 
vf a political charac1er, ioasmL1ch 
as 1.he cltv as ::i dcns.ifi,;_·d urban 
1n3ss- tend:i 10 sprc.tid m1staken 
id.::~s ~1bou1 d\'.mocr".u::y. or \\'Or.sc 
stilt prolc10.u-i<~Ll h~1 l 1'Cd of heahh y 
\•alucs, are onlv s\lbordin;11c 1u 1he 
prin(:ip<ll err~~C 1s of dcno1·d ifica· 
'ion, of Lhe CC)rTuptioll of th¢ nor· 
.die rl'.ld a l s1<:1n, o r of r:kCinl dcge-
neratton. aooording 10 1.h¢ thi.»
r ii ings of one of the chief pro· 
pagators of the fig.hi agrti11s1 
urbani>:<ilion••. N~ EUr'ally, the 
$1 l'ug·sle for the d<'.-urbt1ni:a1tio11 of 
1he (i.e,-;·uan people. to be conduc
ted " ' ith rigorous l'aclal byg'.let1e, in 
the na1'ne or lh\'. id\.·ology e r 8 1111 
und Buden, ' ' 'ft$ J'JOI " 'liho ut pl'<>-

bl<:-1'l'IS fron) 1h¢ point of vi\'.W of in+ 
du.s1ri<ll de ' 'elopn1cnt, p1~is.el y be· 
cause of its eXl);;i.n.sio11is1 and in1pe
rialist nn1bhions. 1'hi.s w n1 r<.ldic-
1lon \\'tl~ O\'.\'Ct' to be l'i.'solvcd ex
cept on on ideological )¢'·¢ 1 \vhel'c 
rurali.s1n :served 10 fu rnish ta trail· 
quiJizing iln:1gc to <:over the much 
tno re solld rc~1li 1 \' of n wnl'
orien1.a.1ed indu.s1rfaJi1.atiotl:: Ll1e 
Blu.r 11J1d B'Hie11 id.::ology, then, 
\\'()rke d ,.,.ith the pL1 rpose or tllYSli· 
fi~tlon ~·nd moiniput.:i1io n: but \ Ve 
n1ig.ht Wso usk o ul"Sclves ,.,.hetht!r 
sonli.'thing of this idcoloi;y. \\ilh 
1he dil1boliil'.l1ion of 1flC city :1s 1he 
city of industrial '''ork, is not 10 be 
found :'tlso 1n 1J1e Idea and rcnlhy 
of th\'. cont..-etr.ation can1ps, n1nc<1· 
b re C.h~riC-31Ufe th~t they \\'CJ'e or 
the indu.s1ri;.1I ~i1f ,vi.th 1l1c d:ut1· 
Jled fron1 the Sll'Ji cons1rnined to 
for«(I Jf1b<>ur' as ~ (irs1 stng.e In 
their annihilation. 
H"itler inauguro1\!d 1.J1e Germ~ul 
House of AJ't oo July JSth. 19]7. 
Oct,,"t"Cl'l thc lime of its cou1ing to 
pO\\'Cf and the }'\:<•r 1937, \\'hic.h 
1u::irU a •-eal W'.atcrshcd in the-arti· 
$lie pulicy of lhe Na<li regime, th¢ 
rcs:inle hod no t lx."Cn idJc. Polili c.::<11 
::i.nd racJal d lscl'imt.1atio11 had al· 
ready emptied Gerrnany of 11'10$1 or 
her l)CSt ~r1i .s l:i. The crcalio u of in· 
:o;(it\ltion.s f(lJ" th~ reg_irnenrati(lon 
even of t1r1ist.s and the purging or 
tradi1ioo:il in sLilutio11s n<>" ' bent 
to the-u~~" of the Tilir-d Reich <:O•l
sch uted lo thc11lsch·e1' fnctor.s of 
profound ch(lfl,gC in the artis1ic p> 
flOl'atno of Ccrn1any. l:!.\•c.·n 1hose 
;1r1ls1s ' vho (eh the1ns.::.lvet su-on· 
gly linked co German trndi lion, 
such :'I& 8.'l1'l:scl1, ::i.nd " 'h(I \\'Ould 
nc.\•er h<1vc cho.seu. 10 cr11n1ir,r3li:, 
\\"ere fo rced in lo silence :ind dcspc.·· 
1·;.11iori by the obsllna te dcstrc or 
th\'. ne " · s-piritual dir«tor5 uf th~ 

Reich to $\v~p <l\\l(l)' nnv trac\? of 
'~·ha1 did not fil in ,,·ith 1l1eir ide.:1s 
and 10 hnpose '' unlfonn Sl) 'le. Ba:r
lnch '''as no 1 prej udicially hostile 
to the Nazis, ln fact he tri«l 1t) 1na-

ke so1ne oon-ciliatory ¥cslores to 
de1non$tra1e h\s loy~.1y U) the 
11,;_•\v r<:girue. l11e Uarlach scand(J 
\ '/fl$ CS.."t:1ni::i lly liuked 10 th e re1no
vnJ fro1n the cathedr.nl or !\lu,gdc
burg of 1he nw nu1n('111 to t h (> fal len 
'''hich he had 1nodcll\'ld ~l 1ttc end 
of the T\\•cn1ies. }faving nlread.v 
IJ.een 1he obj~1 or shn1'P crit iclsfn 
in 1he hi.st r ears of \Ve i1n :ir· f rorn 
.ruiflrnry ci r\::let nod Nnti(tnat C<111· 
.serv-..ttivcs \~10 did no1 rccog;nir.e in 
it 1he hcrotc chat::ic1~rts1ics of 1he 
Ccrrnnn '''arr ior bu t ius1cad. n-0cu• 
scd the a11is1 of havh19 g.i'~ 1he (j. 
gurcs i.n the grovp te;1n;res :hi\l 
' ' oe1·c no1 cf\'.nr ly g,;_· rnl~ulic. 1he ~)i\'.· 
cc \\': 1.s 1 r:11lS1:io1·t«! t.;. the Nn1 i(IJ'lttl 
Callery of Ocr\in to re111ove i1 fro rn 
the pL•bllc C)'t in 1hc C!'l1hc<lr:ll of 
~1ttgdcburg and \\'US l:1tcr con:sj. 
gncd to th~ n lU'SelJR) Sl(l1'e C'QOll) 
"in lh(. lc••.:s l ()~IC1 1 l :t1.LiQt1$ l)\lU)n.:'I' 
po:s!!iible .. as rcconuncndcd by l<o
.se.nber;; in the Sep1e-rr11x':rof 1934. 
to t1\"oid any fL1 rth¢1· ~gi~ation 
being provoked b.v this \\'Ork ,,•hich 
had t1l l'eady been the ob~"Cl or so 
1nuch pole1nic, Ochnvin!! a lmost li
ke robbe-rt, it ca1ne 1Q be .s:i.id, 1he 
Nnzi:s gn.ldu<illy c;l\u.scd nll 8:JI'· 
lacll"s signil'icun1 '' 'Orks to dis<lP. 
pe:1r fron1 pubJic p l:lces, and 1he 
artist hilnsclf ' ''l>\S denounced <•.Sa 
Ku!rurbolscli t"\t.'ist, je\~'. orient:t.I 
ltnd so on, G:arlt1ch died On 0-:tobct 
281.h, 1938, havln& $CCl1 hinls.clf i!:X· 
posed 10 public r idicule in lhc "J c
f;COel";.)le'" tlr'l exhibi t io1l. 1og\'.1her 
"·i1h o :h.er a rthsLs 1ikc N"<ihle \llho 
hud h:1d no prec.onccivcd ho:s1ility 
to,11nr<l.s Na?.iisin ' ~. 

The B.1rlr1ch case ,~·e ll exemplirie:s 



1hc f:1h~ rc~rved for nn~-onc \vho. 
1hough f\Ol obo.uldt>nlng Geml:1ny, 
\ \1'3nted t () preser\•e a 1nini1nunl of 
digoi1y :111d rrct·do111 of <'~lpJ't';sSion. 
But c,·idcntly :his ,.,.a sn'1 ~ough 
for 1 t~ nc\\• rul("rs of ~1r1 . l•:.,ul 
Sc:tn1l:o:·N:1111nburg, In I 930 dhtt· 
1or of the \\lcl1na r S<"hool o f a1·chi· 
1cc111t-c. 1he o ld Bnuhaw. had de
nou11cc<I cOl\lempOl'a:•')' :u•1 isl ic 
c urre1us. a.'l .. c:i.nccrogc11<1u6°'; Ro
s.enbcrg. fo r his r 31·t. tiskcd lh!i.l 
n11LS¢un)-S s.houlc be p1'l:'venlcd 
fro 1u ; n 111s (orn til\J; 1hemsel'<'es in10 
"att hospitals". ·rhe ca1egory of ill· 
llC-SS as ~n {lt1 ribu1e of rn(M'.l<::m 3~1 
sen-cs to pu1 d O\'.'O as pa.1ho logie.al 
tuly for111 or e~p·~ion n<)l conror· 
inlng 10 the ca1)0ns. in nny C{asc in· 
dcf in<ible. uf "Gc1•1n:in ln1el'iori1 .. 'l-
1ion". Tt1e transfe r of 1hc iu·1i.s1ic 
C{•pi1uJ fru1n Ber lin to i\lunic h i11 
Hitlei"s G.enn:tny \\~IS no l :.1cciden· 
lul a nd nf)r \\1::.$ II due solel~· 10 1he 
FOherer's. J>."l.roch i:1l i:s1n, In 1he 
Tv.•cn lics i\t unfch had been ~ s1 row 
ghoJd of C'1.lllllfOI COOSCf"'Vl-\t iSll l <if• 
ter 1hc ~c1 ion 10 tile Noven1ber 
re\•olul ion a nd 10 1he C)(periencc- of 
1he oouncll t-cj~ubllc io B::iva ria. 
1\tunich. \ Vhic-h )tld bt~cn 1 hc c:~d!c 
of Nazilsm, (le.s..,rv,;_·d 1hls rccogni· 
lion ~s " :sie;n or the J'el')r'is 1in:.Lio n 
of "genl1loe C'X':nnnn 3fl'". and of 
lhc h~~::i.ll hy rene--.val of art is1ic life . 
The day t\f lcr l hc inaugl1r;1tion qf 
the ~lau$ d~r Deu 1schen Kuns.1 1lie 
exhibition o f .. dcgcncr.:11c tu·t"' 0 1:ie
ricd i n 1hc 1r.11Jcryor an;:adet in 1he 
g~rd-cn of Lhe Residence. i\ g:l ttncc 
~1 1h;;: l\~'O ex.hibi1ioos c:nn s.crvc lO 
es tablish die di:stinclion bc1\\-CCn 
1;e.1i r1e1e and t111<nr1~141 J.;uusl, lx:.1· 
\\•een perntiued. or ra1he r w in· 
m:lnded ~u·t and pmhibi1ed nrt . 
\Ve shall lca ,'e usitle the pseudo
classlcls1n of the Ha us der Ocu•· 
S«.'hcu Kt1ns1 building i lM:.lf \\' ilh it$ 

colonnudes 1ha1 " 'ere 6Uppose<I 10 
S)'cnbolize 1he " 1e1nple of n1·1 ··. 
The i1\troduc lion to 1hc caluloguc 
of lhe ri r"S1 or lhc G~ea1 Exhlbitio1lS 
of Ce fn1an ar1 10 be hclJ a1 1he 
l•lnus dcl' Oculsch-t~n l(uosl defb1es 
Lh e ChrltnCLcr or COllk 1'VOl iV(' r<"-
S10rati011 \\·h1ch N::i.tlor.:ll Socl::i.· 
lisnt \\'islu:d 10 aUtlin, .. II \\'US re\'O· 
lu1iona1')' onl)• io i~ S\Veepin:r; 
i\\V<•V or the r<.ru.se of ~1;:1..,.is1 · 
1'nate,.1alis1n . Fn>1n 1he ;>0int of 
\'ic\V of cuhur:.ll polic;;y lh-e r~ll :t<•· 
1ure o( Na1lonal Socialisn' oonsi· 
!>led in 1hc rc p1·is1int11io n of 1he 
rn<):'I' f11'0r0<1nd t4':ose of Ger.-11no 
values. iu 1he 1"-0r~tu1i1,,a:ion or the 
Cern1an SJ)iril nnd i1s <•bjec1ive ol 
•he orJ;!MiC dc:velopnwnl (If 1hc 
G.c1·1na n cul1urul pn1rinl0ny .. ''· An 
e:ccrnpliliet1tiun or l hc \\'Ol'kS On 
s•..,\v sl'K>" 'S clenrl.>• \\•ha1 Na?J ar 1 
\ \flU1led 10 be. i\ pot1 l'ui1 o{ l t illc 1· 
nnd por1roi1s of 01h1tr Naz'i dignita· 
rics; poru·uil.s of e~ponents of the 
IVehr111aclt1; '1'/te l·0!1r Ele.u1e111s • 
of Zicg lt·1·; land sca J:>C$ of a ro1ua1lt i · 
c izing style; scenes of village life; 
p(1_h11ing$ of th.: \\Vrld (If 1h~ pea. 
Mitn by Ado!f \Visscl and 1'hou1as 
6~w11g~u·1ncr :'iMOr\I} 1he m0$1 no
ted Sl\.'1'\)typcs of Nttzi iconogr-a· 
phy; scenes frorn rnil i13ry life (t " 'O 
ct1n va sse-s c n1 ii le<I ka1neradeo re· 
~)l.>a l one of 1.hc f':t\'Our itc- nw 1 ifs of 
rnilil :1ry w t id::i rl ty): p<irtrait s or 
a\ritUors tUld 5.~ OlCO~ the UC" ' Uf· 
ban l~ldsc::ipe btctl$ o ut only 
\\'flh ao o lecgmph rep1'eS('1u:i1io11 
(lr 1he nc' v N:1ii 1>:tr'ty bu lldinr;s tn 
Munich; 1hc d rt1wi11gs osc illalc bel· 
v.-ecn J);iUid imit:'H i<)fl$ of Di'.'i rel" 
and the cqn1~i1 i()n of \lr'ci1noir l:in 
politi1;.al rnanifestos; Jn the bcgit1· 
11it1g WtlS lh~ \l:Or<f is l he title of :t 
p~1ioting Jn the Naii re:i.Jisl style of 
l'lcr 1unun 0 110 Soyer ' "hi ch figu re s 
t-litleJ· perfo 1ning his fi r-SI ~ICt or 

•' rosoel ytistn: :unong th.: scu lp1urc, 
bu sts or lhc FOhrc r ;; nd .Mussolini 
(Tt)()nJ.k) !'lfl<l 1hcn C(lll \'Cnliona l fl· 
gures or 111Cll and ani1uuJs \\i lh .,..._.. 
i.;u<' clt1s.sic-al oven on.es.. l~1r t he 
followi~ years lhc cxei111>1ific-'..t· 
l ion ill ' • \t procc;;.'<l oo s intllar Ii· 
lli.'S, ,,;l t.hc nccenl du ring 1hc \\'O\r 
)'CtlN; on ntill1nl"istic and heroic 
ico1logrnpl\)' · "l'hc a.n:ichronls1ic st. 
gnifictUlCC or the J'CJ>ri.slilltilio n o ( 
~cnl'c·painting on the pa1·t of Lhe 
Nazis has been sharply undcrli.netl 
by U. l.fini••. 
1-f>' J)\.'f".t~ditionalist aod con..01,crvn· 
1i,·c in .sty!~. N.u..i paintin& i~ d-eri. 
nC><I e.01,se1niaJly b.v i1s ronlent: the 
re1n·csen1 :at ion of 1he r";lCe as a race 
of J>C-1.'!san1s and \\"{lrriors is i1.s pr~· 
v3 lllu~ conno1i:u i(lo' , 1;i1h 1hc i1n n· 
ge of \\'01n:u1 :1,s <lll expression or 
fe rtility and nu1tcrnity. In contm,;1 
10 1his.. let us look u1 1hc t1i1os tlnd 
:iLt h udei of 1he e.\hibiti•ul o f "<k:· 
$Coer31e arL··. \\1he1l he op..."'llcd 1hc 
Jlo11.sc o f German r11•1 t-liLler had 
sa id: "Front 1his Jnorncnt 011 1hc 
Cer rna n people will no 1 acccp.1 
·~'orks of ar1· \\'hich tu" not w in· 
11rehe1~ible in Lheo1selves bu1 
\vJt.i("h to ju slify 1.h-ei l' cx..i .s tcnce te
qui1't bo1n b.as1ic hu1·uctions for 
1tlCil' use"', 10 oontfnu~ io 1hls '''ri.)' 
10 t he e x1" nl of po.sing thi..s polc1ni· 
c;il Md menx lng ques1 ion: "t.-1 
ll\Y det1r SlUllCring {It.Ii .SIS or pr~:hi · 
st0ry. ,\nd \\1hn1 nr-e you p rodu· 
c ing? Oc111enlcd and rn<1Jfo rrr•cd 
c ripp}C$, \\'Omen ' vho cao onl)' loci· 
1c horror . 1ncn \\1) )() look n)Qn;: lili:c 
be:'.kSIS 1hn11 ll)(:rl, c hild1·en \Vho if 
they '''ere like thttl in rctJ lire 
'''ould be oonsidcred i ' divine cur· 
~! Attd 1hese abo1ninrible an1a· 
1eu rs d:1re to ofTer all t his 10 ou1· 
con1e1nportu·ics: :ls the-nr1 of our ti
l'ne (.,.J No, 1he re are ool)' t\~'O pos· 
s ibili1ies; either thc-se .so·catled llr· 



t i st .s re<1lly .see. 1lti.ll!!I in th i\I ,~. 
a1)d so beflevc in what 1hcy repN· 
sen t.: in tha1 cuoSc il remains 10 ll \\ lO 
1nquh·.;; Into \\'h.:ther their c ross.
eycdncs.s is d ue Ul<X'·ht,nic:at ((•USC$ 
or Is heredl1:trf . lo the firs1 case 
" '"" sho uld fee profouud.Jy sorry 
for these unroJ'l 1,U'131CS, i n 1hC Se· 
cond <.:ase i i ' ' 'Oo ld be.: i1np0rt:tn1 
for the Mints1c")' ()f 1he Interior (If 
the- Reich to sec lo the p1'Ct'enrion 
a1 lc::i.s1 of 1hc fur 1hcr hct'('d itt\J'}' 
lf<in.s1n ioSsion or sinl.il~r hor"rifvi 1·~e 
vlsu::il dis1u rba11C("S. C>r e lse 1hcse 
pc.."Oplc the nlscl' '..:S do not believe in 
the i:e;;ilh):' o f such inlpre.ss ions bu1 
use thoe.•nl For other m•Wn.s to bri11.3 
disgrace Qn the nu1io n: in 1.hn1 cnse 
1he procc.:dut-c; becoincs ~ ques1 ion 
o f c riminal hn,·" 1~. 
' l'he " Cuide 10 the ~hlbltion of de-
g.;:nc ro.1e -art" grouped 1he ,,·01·ks 
tot,reU.et ln nine Se¢tlo.os. Starting 
fro1n tlu.' 1nos1 gcn("l'tll one inl<."ll· 
ded to :sl'o' " "d1~ ba1•b:trlsfn of 1h(" 
d ra\ vi11g f1'(11n 3 1na nua l point of 
\'ic\11··, or r<lther lb~ )(1otratioo <if 
fo rm ;.1nd the "conh;rnpl f(J1• aJI the 
('l'aft-SJlla nsh ip aspec ts or figuri•ti· 
\ '(' ~U'l", C\'l~O tO the CXll;'llt of de-
nu unc ing " Lhc. :.1bsolu1e slupidily 
qf the c h<>ice of ~ubjcc1 ... lhc: cxh i· 
bi1ton rcviev.1..:d V.'Otlt:!i oo O!;li&iQuS 
subj.::c 1s (i.1l \\'hich thtlre-\\'llS a pre· 
'"1Jeni::e of t he Je,vish d erision l)f 
evc1')' religious in1agc); ,~·orks 
..,,,.h ich sho,,·ed 1he J)01l1lcal back· 
gr ound of artis1ic deg¢11¢r~1<:)' (iu~ 
cJudi 1 ~g polit ic:il ::ind t't:rtis t ic a nar· 
chy ~nd 1h c c)uss s1 rug.glc): \\-O-rl:s 
or a <:ll~:'.lr"I)' 11olil ical tendency {the 
dcn igra tiou of the C..:rrnrl)J w ldicl': 
che '1JUi·n1ili 1ar ist " ·or ks oi 0 110 
l>L'< :.u·c de fined M "mllli:uy snbo· 
cage i11 ~)ainl ing" ); 1he fnor;al ;1s~L 
(If ar1is tic d .:;s,c11c1-a1ioo ("foJ· th e 
't1rt is1s· J-i•pn.•.senlcd her'C t he ,~·hi> 
ft ,,·-01·ld is cvi~ntly one g1·e11t bro· 

lhcl :in d hu1ua11ily for thc n1 is COO\· 
posed only of pros1i1~11 c.s and pro
c urers"'): \\'Ol'lts or a n.1ai-xist· 
bolshc\•ls1 Influence \\'hich :siou,eh t 
··rnc $)'$1Cmat ic dc*truction of the 
lasl 1-esiduc (If tU'ly r::icl::il oonsi;;Jou · 
s oess•·. 1hc re p rcscnta1ion of 
ldiQt .s, cretins {1J\ d pru·;.\ly1ics. MX:ll 
t1lon.gside 11'_.groc;S ns the ideal rn.· 
(;CS of .st>·<;<i.llell '1nodcr11' t1t·1. 1he 
section J'e.'iervC'd entirely for )("\\'S. 

eu ln1inr11 ing in a On~I $eelio1l d.:fi· 
noble a s "101al folly" (Cubistn. Oa· 
(((11s1n. S\1l'rc.•Hsni. Cons1 ructivisu1 
e 1c.t"'. 
In oonc luslon, rhc t riumJ)h of I'...,. 
v;nciaJ arl on lhe one hand; oonc .?in· 
n;;i1ion ;;md del'otnl:i1ioo o( OX>dem 
tlrt on the o ther. Bui i i \ \"t.tsu't so 
niuch 3 case of 1 ~tking u~'> :;i1l ideol•> 
gicr1J p0.si1ion '1..s n c:uh w·iJ policy 
1ncasure d estined 10 l:ieoi:une ()I* 
ralive. \\lh;1I it 1nus~ h;1\'C-s ignified 
fo1· m:iny artiSl$, \ \'3$ the lt>SS vr 
che ))0$.sib iltty no1 only lo c.:xftibi1 
bu 1 often C\ 'C.!l lQ \\'(lrlr' ; 1he dl· 
s-pcn;ion of rn;;u1y ' ''orks of nr1 or 
C \ 'Cn their pu<·..: and s i1nple 
desLruc1 loo':. 

Plunder : the 1plrituaJ a.truggle 
agaJ.nat the ene-nllell of the Reich 
Jn discri1n inatlng asninSI ~r'liS l1C 
cu rTents <lnd t\-ork.s of {lrl 1hc Nuzi 
•·C,s: i1nc took U~ll'.ln i1self 1l1e f)O\\ 'i':t' 
<.lnd r igt11 10 oollec1 for ii self till •he 
best ex::un plcs o f c lassica l nr1. T11e 
civil iiing mlS$iOn \Vh h ' vhlch Ger· 
nl t\ny inve$1Cd hers.elf nnd 1he r-a· 
ci~ I ;•eclarnr11 ion of Europe b~me 
th e ba:sis for lcgi1in1iz.ing the con· 
cen1ration tvhhi o th.zo Re1c.h c'.Jf :-111 
tbe best t\'Ork.s of <•r"I 10 b~ f(l und in 
t he nrea occupied by 1hc \Vel1r· 
1rracl 1t . The pt~,~nornenolC>£.Y of 1he 
plund..:r is cx1rcn1ely contplcx n.s 
"'er~ t he n10 1ive-s on " 'hich i1 \\'tis 
based. t'he prOdl•Cts of '<legcnc1·t11e 

ar·l' suffe red a varil r of f a1e-s; son-..e 
of 1t1.:nl ' """re sold ·:1bro:1d for the 
J)UrJ)OS.C of Obtaining J>reciOU:S fo. 
reign <;u rreocy: 1he Lucerne auc· 
•ions of 1939 a nd 194 1 held on be· 
h;alf o( (he Gerntan no,•ernntent 
had th is ahn>~. lit Ber lin, 0 11 h1ttrch 
Z01 h, 1939. to <:lcnr out $!<)1'C t'OOl'l'l.S 
needed for goods uiorc- useful 10 

1he , ,,..r1iulc i:conon1)'. nt01'C 1h:1n a 
thousand ronfisrnted crutv:tsse-6 
' "CJ't bumt nl(IOJ}. ,.,,;11-i aln1-0s1 fu ur 
1hous:1nd <lr:.1\ofittg-5 and \Vtller 
c»lo~. Ro~ VaU.'.lnd t~tlfies 10 
ao anta!ogous bonf ire of 11t0<:l\:rn 
a1't :rt:'J.Ste1's, f root ltg~.- 10 Picasso. 
frorn i\1irb 10 Klee, five o r s i.". hun· 
dred \\'Ol'ks burnt in Pl!l'i$ a l 1he 
Jcu de P1.111nte on M;ly 27th, I 9431s, 
T11is doe..; not. of cm1rsc. a h<'t' 1)1c 
ra-ct 1h::11 v.:hi l.s t os1~.sibi)' dl;l\'IOH· 
2.ins 1nodern a rt, for 1no 1i1'Cs o f 
prof i i or grcc<l (o:- plunder, or t \•t:n 
l'l(':t':$1lnn I vice t hat \\•as no l 10 ~ 
1n~ pub11\,: \'irtue, the 1no:sl rap:t· 
cious of 1hc Naii dignitar ies 1ook 
po:sses.sion or lll~\:st.:rt)h,.-v;e;s or l rn
pr<C$Sionisn1 5uch u.s Oft otl-.c::r (,)l,,.'C:l· 

.sions \\'<'re auc1 io 11,;_.d o r b urnt. .. ,\u 
C(IUfS de dix visites au J("u d e- Pa u · 
nte C'n l <>41 et de quat re en 1942, 
GoerlrtS: se re$Crva dix Re noir. dix 
Oc~t\S, deu l( \\olone1, 1roi$ S i£1..:y, 
q llfll 1·e C~zanne ("I <'iuqu e Vnn 
Gog;h" lt, 
The firsl conscqu <.>ntt of this di· 
~rin1ina1 ion In art \ "3$ 1hus ex1re· 
n1c discretion ns rc~rirds the di · 
s~lsi 1io11 of art \\1ll'ks on 1he pn1•t 
of a group of powC'rfu) Olen \\'llO 
considered 1hem.s("l \-es.1he 1n:ts1ers 
of 1 he St tile rind \\'ho identified t l:l· 
I(" s1ruc1ures \\•ith 1hcirotlfl1 pe1·su
n.:il (ortuJ'Jt.s. On the 1 It h J!'lnuary. 
1943, 1\lfred R~c:nbcrg. on Qffe· 
rh1g f if1 ie1h bir 1hday gt...-cting.s to 
~,ar.sh :..I C&r lnt;. paid l>0nt3~e- 10 
hlm ln 1h("se t(' r1n~: ' J \~'O\Lld like 10 



p:'l.$$ on 10 you. a lover of fig111111 i\•e 
art. ~ 0 111..:-)'t p:lint l11t a$ n sinnll 
1:;o1nertto for your 1nuseunl. The 
p:, inlhti;_ is by Jarob ~\clriaeus Del· 
levo.is. 1xiin: i:d in 1he X\' l lrh iCt"fl• u· 
J')', and is entidcd: ;l strrtch v/ 
sea•?t. Roscnbcr-g <'lg;)io, on i\l:Yrch 
16th o( d~ sn1ne year, for ._titler'$ 
birthdav .scot the Fiihrer '3 pl)rtfo. 
lio \ \lhh 1>hou:igraphic reproduc· 
tions of so1n..- of 1ht JllOSI pi-eCi(luS 
p:<iintinC$ t::i.ken into s..-U<'kcc-ping 
by n1y opcratiunul GJ'(111p in exe<:u· 
tion of your o rders in OC'<'upied 1er• 
rito ries or 1he \\'csl, p3rl of the ~r· 
1ls1ic 1)111r int011y of tl1'<' Jc \v.s, by 
no \v O\VJ, <:rl~'. 1'his Portfolio re· 
~)te:SC1llS 1he in1cgr.ttion of tlle 53 
\'c ry pi-ecious :--111. '''Orkt nlrendy 
for .. ,•nrclcd 10 V0\11' collcic-1ivn as a 
1'!Snlt Qf l h ls. Operation, E~\·en 1his 
porlfolio gi,·es but '1 p:Jllid ide:\ (Ir 
the v:;Jne ond <:>:.• raordinary qunn· 
tity or l he 01·1 \\ 'Orks cunCISC<\lcd In 
f l'run.:-e by my ofnee aod hidden sn· 
fely in Gerntany'. Al thci1· n tll:l 
Olet1in~ Ro~nb\'rs expressed h i:s 
inlen1ion of co11sitini11g 10 the l~h· 
rer aoo1her l\\•enty por1folios of 
pho1og:rnph.s, "U1 the hope - tle 3d· 
ded - 1h<11 oc:eupl<ins yourselL ho· 
\\'c\'C'l' b rieny. v.•i1h the tx:;iut les of 
~1·t so close to .vour hettrl " 'iU bring 
n 1·.:ty of sunshir:c and f(I)' in this 
nl0n1eru of diffi<'ttl 1y and grt:{•• nQ;:s 
t.h at JOU a l'e 3111':lvtrsina: a i pre· 
sent' . 
i \\V \\'e\l'k$ before 1he capi1 ulation 
of S;<llingrud 1h.;:re i.s lillle doubt 
t h:;1 .-lit ler lu~d need of a ray of 
sunshin e. 
The ''''O qu-01:ilions ure irile1uiin~ 
i\l:f.\if'I ror the llgJ11 lhey 1lu·o,v on 
1he Pl"-'~ is (If plunder !lnd tis perso
naliuuion. iuid no le~ on thl: (>:'l rt 
JJl:1yed in Ji by Alf1'et:l Rosenberg, 
the ideologist or 1he Nail par1y 
' ' 'ho never a11aincd recogni1ion :.ts 

offlcS::il doctl'inari.:;n of it~ rtgin1e 
bu1 '''ho \\'<ts .,.,,,·ays employed in 
IQ \ \I J>O\\'er O)X-rt\lions because of 
hi.s f:i.lt:•tiieism, to 1he g~t advan· 
1age of 1he i:t.~i(;h or jts l'ulcrs.. Tho? 
func1Jons performe<I by Ros.enbcrg 
give 1he nteruure or 1hc pku1 [OJ' 
Ille .sys1eml<:: culu1rtil imp1-n\·eri· 
shntcnt 1hn1 1he Crc:••• Reich Snlcn· 
dccJ 10 lin r1ose on the " 'ho le of Eu· 
rope: 1he n1cthods u.sed by Roscn
bcri; <'l r'C $1gtti(ie:in t of his $Crvi\i1y 
~1d fnna1icisn1 1oge1hcr, '''i•h his 
unscn1pulougness and 1he an1bi· 
lion. pt'rson:1I in1crcsts and iota! 
:11•bll r.orloets 1h:i1 " 'e1-e in\'Ol\'t'd in 
these opera• ions. 
If, fro111 1938, 1h-e praxis ~lre<id.v in 
use fo r )'Cru'$ ln oonflseating ri,nrl 
(reel}' d isposing of 1 he produ<:t:s of 
'd.::~cner:i1e <il' t ' nnd !11·1 obj~ts be· 
longing lO ihe J~~v.·s \"'3$ rodifi<:<i 
,,·llh ln 1he Relc:h, 3f1er the bt'g,in· 
ning or •he ill\'l.tsion of ... 01.-~nd thi.s 
pra:U.s ~inc general 1h((11isl1ou1 
Euroix--. Ure11n<.~r. i.n her 1e x1 ,,·hich 
\\'C ha,,e fr.::que1nly ci1cd here. llll· 
derlincd: 1hc ct1p1U:;1ry n:'.l1u1-c qf 
this plund-cring in the l\\'O ca.SI."$ of 
n1os1 :.1cc.e"ible d°'-"1Jn~ntatlQ11. 
Pol:i.nd and France. Sui uhnos1 
oontc1n p<>r<1neously the Scyde .. vit· 
t,e-s \Vho h3d aC'tt!IS to 1he nrchi\'<'".S 
or 1hc Or~sdcn 1\r1 G.aJlery, \\'ere 
nb lc 10 d0C1.un-c:nt jus1 ho''' vusl 
afld 1~11·l1orl~lly ' vldespre;id '''as 
1he \\'Ork o f selct'l ion l1'0n11he Eu· 
rope:u) tir11$1lc p~1 thnony. iu('1U· 
diug lhe r~1 11-0\1';\l 11( \\'(i1°ks (r'(lrn 
h nly even bcrore Scptc111lx:r 81h 
1943; in f<1ct. Hi1lc1'. lu 1hc choice 
of \\'OrJ.:.s destined fo r the setling 
up of the l.'ontlncnt3l OlUS<':Unt o1 
Lint. used 1he d1rec10,...,r 1he o ,·es· 
d..-n Art Gullcry, l·laus Posse n.s h is 
consul 1:ul1~. 
As C'.ll.I) be !i\:Cll r ro 1n the fir~I in· 
stn.iclions Qit•eo 10 R<tSenbt'1'g. ihc 

' '''O oonccp1u:1I ca1cgorio,.""S of pri· 
mru')' linportance in lcgi1hni'lJng 
the Sl.tcking o r invudcd Eurv pe"$ :11 .. 
t($1iC fY.ltl'i lllOOr \\'Cl'C those or the 
Ariani:tlllfOn o Je wish pro~)C l'l)' 
and 1he rcc upc.•n 1tion tu the ~c1·1 n1\ · 
nfc na1 ion of ,,·or<ks dispers.cd 
1hroushou1 Buropc. h ,,·u.s no1 l1n · 
portiou 11> eswbllsh, espc('i:illy us 
1·es;nrds th-e Inner, 1hc hi .Sh>ric 
exactitude of 1llC cl;:iho; \Vhal ''"'.ls 
lmJ'IOr'l!ll1 l \ VAS 10 affir1u und inipo· 
se- i1 '''hcrevcr •here ' ' '!'1$ aoy1hlng 
1ha1 '''as o r could be oonsidcrcd tlS 
'11cr111:.inizuble'. "Obj~• i\·e scic1ni· 
fie c"e"Search - s:1ys 1hc ofl'ictal 
tex1 ¢<lit00 fol' Cctl'O:t1l ad1ni11is1 rtt· 
tive u se of the gencr:1I Co\'c ru.;u-. 
ship - h:lS l'1C\'tf nour ished douh1s 
t.h :.u :.111 <.l•llul'a) ,,,o,.ks vf e\o'er la· 
s1ing i1np(>l·1::i.nce in the \ 'is1ula 
•u·et• (I\ \'\: lhcir orlg1n 10 1.he \\"C»l'k 
of Cernlan~t- in 1his are:.1 HQ v.'1)tks 
or tru..ly l•o lish cd'u'1ic 01'lt;in h:'l \o'C 
C\'Cr been r roduced. This is true in 
.he fh:Jd O. p.;.1inling, t)f atehiteCIU· 
re 3Jld of scuJpture (1s ol oll t he 
o•hcr On.e ar1s and ::ill brnochcs of 
science·•)(!. As if this \verc not 
enougl1 10 lnctic.'l1e 1he rol'" 1h:1t Lhc 
~)illaging of cuJ1ur<1I p.-11rln1ony 
v.·o.s 10 pl~i..v it'l the des1ruction of 
Lhc cuhurnl :ind nn1ional idcn1i1y 
or Poland, oonde1'noed 10 non· 
exis 1.;_·ncc ns an i1utonon\01.1s ind; vi• 
duol s tate, one o.::ed Qnly consider 
Lhe ''-nrds \vilh \vhicb lhc GO\'CI'· 
nor C.:.·11.:.·ral o( occupied Po land. 
l•lall.$ Pi-anc k, ~•inislel" C'lf lhe 
R,;_·ich. in:augu.nah:d 1hc nev.· Sll••e 
libr;:u·y in Crnco''' on Aptil 41h. 
J~I: "The purposes of this llbrnt'Y 
c~ulllOt be u1eas1.1 red oitly in icrrn~ 

based on 1h.:: nlQre or Je-ss 1.mn.si10-
<"I' c irn1ius.11;u1ces l'.lf 1he mon1~nt 
l;lU on 1he indc s1ruc1able prirnary 
Fwnc:lation or C.:-1·1'11ao '"ls,h1. And 
if 1he g;:a1·r-i.sons in 1hc 10'1"n cxp1·ess 



1he ,,•i ll of 1he POh1'E'r lh=tl 1h is te)·· 
J·i 1ory sh-ouJd 1·e,n:;1h\ 1x:rn1:u1c.n1 ly 
i1uesr:1ted in 1he fu•ure \Vithin 1hc 
C<. .. rn1an SO' 'e1·eign1y, if the fund:\· 
1n\.'1u,1l l:.tw of th e Filhrcr niust be 
pol fnto pl'ac tlce here ro 1ha1 1.his 
tcrrilo r.'' \~ti ll nev<."r t1gu.in lJ<" trca· 
led :is oe<:upied terri tory, bu1 :1s an 
integral p~u-1, a conliguo us terril!r 
ry (1Ve:be-11ta11t.i) of ' hoe Gel'm:'n 
R(·ich' cullunJ i;u.idnncc :.u1d 1hc 
spiricual 1ns plr:i1 ioo brca1hed o w r 
thjs tcrri1or)'. 100. cunno1 bu1 e-0n1c 
from the C"n-n:ios. Fro1n 1h is nl~ 
111cnt on, '''hale-\'er i :s r}QI Gcrrnru1 
in this ri te:\ sh "ll be 0011sidered fe> 
reign 10 it"i1• 
\A,ll 1h l l'K~Soe \\'OJ'dS a rC{ll :in d l l'Ue 
proce-.s of n:.u ionul c:xpropriutio n 
\\'{1.S ;innounccd :u1d pu t into prnc· 
ticc: lU'tis-lic and cultw'(LI :spOli~· 
ti<H't '~'".S n(ll t he lasL nle;;uts u sed i11 
1.he reali:z.<1tion of this object. Th...
sto1y of the ren1ovltl to Nurirnbcri; 
of the uJta1· of Vei1 Stoss from 1hc 
ri.t~ricnklrch~ a1 Craco'" \\<Ould in 
i !S<.•lf be <l ch <ipter' surncient li) lllu
St rt1lc the u1~thods tunJ dai\l at:;es of 
the p lundering. 
T'he lllOSI ;1uth()tit~ti\'C :\net J)O\\'Ct• 
ful figure in !h(' Nazi hier..tr<:'h)' '''C· 
1·t iuvo1,•ed in 1he 1001 ins; under \'U+ 

r io u.s 1i1le-s. Hcr1nann Goring. in 
par1icuh1r. ,,.11(1 \\•as seco11d·in· 
eo nl ntand 10 Hiller had no uccd of 
t1ny i;pccific 1i1lc h) au1ho1•,ie his 
inlCl'\'Cnllon ap;;u·t fron' bis n:;U1Je' 
his pe1·so11:'il inH;')'CSl :1s a roll('c lor 
t1nd his rl()IOrious (lverbeari 1\gJl~$. 
S.;.·condl\'. Himrnle r-, l) s, h;:(1d¢r or 
t he SS, 'the taci"l Clilc of the r~gi · 
me t\Od of lhe 1\l111cncrl1t:, as 1he ill
s• r1..11nent of rac ial re:>earch for Lhe 
consolidafion of th e p11rlty (Ir the 
Go:nn;;u1 race. w.1s in a !,"OOd posi· 
lion 10 p<~r1iciptl 1C In 1he conf isca· 
tion (Ir Je\vish pro~'>Crty to a id his 
' rcse<1N.:hes'; la stly. Rosenberg 10 

' "hose t;f,,.sa1c.staJ, ''':'.l.S t l\l rustcd 
the job of cuhural (::and racial) rc
c la1n;;aLion lo OCCU~'>l('d 1e rrh(lt'ies. 
Rosenberg \\'Qrked " 'i lh par1iculllr 
z,;_·ri.1- i11 occupied Fronce, b1u \Vhen 
he bec.irne l he R\!ich's i\1 inJs1cr fo r 
occupied terri101·ies i11 the E.as i ar
tcr the 011c1ck on lhc $o\•ie1 Union 
he W3S :;al)le to grea tly ' :nlarge his 
area of oper.ltiOn$. 
Jn the \Vesi.. too. thl$ cofnplex 
plunderin£ ope•'<ll io n hf1d lhe gene· 
rol a inl of dep1·iv i11s, div~N:e cuhu· 
ral ..:n,·ironn)ern s of 1hc ir :specific 
\o:alu.;_·s and unde1·1ining pmpagt\ll· 
d is1ic<1lly, p rior to lhe ini1ia1ivc's 
being c:~rried to i1s conclusi<in. t hi." 
a.<1si1nilobility - if not the cowple· 
te homogcn.::ily - of certa in are.4's 
a.s rc.·gnrds the g<.~rnianic ch<U'itCle1' 
dcs 1l11cd 10 predo1ni1liltc fQr lh~ fu· 
ture accor<.fing lhe N:.l.r..i ph~u. ln 
1hesc tcrrus , the <X1un1ry \..-hose :.ts· 
simil:uton ''':'i! mos1 stron[Uy lnt"i· 
sted on \VOS Holl:i.nd. on. th\' pre· 
text 1hn1 1he decpes1 foundatlons 
of Out..:h cullurc hclo ns'-·d lo u 
co1nnl0n gc1·rurinic origin, :.111d \l'ith 
1J1e ~·~l'• I on I.he idea ~ha1 rncially 
tand spiri1ually lhc l)u tc h belonged 
t<t the ,,·estcrn borde 1· area of the 
gerLUflnic cth.nic cornmunit)"''J, ln 
F~1ce 1he pro1xig::i.nda of su ch 
theories \\'i1s 11 gre(1l dc~J in.ore dif · 
ficu h .• l1l fact, the o rdi.:1'$ Qive1l 10 
i:t.oscnbcrg h(1d f(11h¢r :'I d ifferent 
tone. On M1trch Isl, 1942, ._litlcr 
defi1100 1\lfred Rosei1berg's tas k as 
follcl\\'S: 
.. Je"'$, freen1aron.s :.\nd the idcolo
gienl .en.ern les of Na1lonal Sr..cit\· 
lL.;n1 allied to then1 are presently 
m~ w"r" on che Reich. The sy-
s-ten\atic:- spirituaJ s1ruggle against 
1l1('$C forces is a Joi> n'hich is n " '_._.. 
ces$ily or ''"'-r. 
I ha ,·e 1herefot'(; ask('d 1hc Reicl1s · 
lciler Alfred RO$c!.lllx.rg lO ~1·ry 

(1.111 1hls; 1ask , vllh 1hc ch ief of 1l)t 
Suprcrne Cornrnand of 1he lVeltr-
1nach 1. l~is OJ),;_·ra1 ives i 11 occu~)i\.°d 

lerrilories h;1ve 1hc rig;hl 10 rc:
Scttt'C'h the r~lativ~ n1a1e1·ial, s if· 
t iJ'.g 1h1't)11flh libraries, arch ll/es,. 
lodges and cul1\u·nl nn d idt.-ological 
ins 1i11J1ion$ and tocoflf lsc-:i.ce h fo, 
us.e in the idl-"O!ogicnl \\'Ork of 1he 
NS01\P a nd fo r f ll l lt rc scicn1ific 
\\'Ork and research in the S.;-nior 
Sctt00J Co( l"eSC3reh and N:'.itl.;.na.l 
Soci<Jis1 doctrine). 1·t1c san1e ru· 
Uo& !'l!)Jllles tv s11<:h cullur.il p~1n. 
u1ony <ts is lound lo be lhC' pro per· 
1y of Je \ltS. 00 i t o'''r.e1•le$S or of <l11· 
bious O\\'ncrs hip ... The IVehrtrracl!t 
1..flgh Comm:-.iui, ((ir Sts p art, had 
front Sel)lt"lllber J7Llt 1940, on· 
,.,,ards :'1l~dv dc1er1ninccl tha1 no 
o pposition ugllin.sl 1he confiscnl ion 
or 1r:'lnSP')1'1a1ic:in (Ir goods to Goer. 
nl ;uly '''ould be rccog ni1.ccl gh·en 
1h:ll R.osC'nbcrg '~s· t1u1ho1·iz,;_·d lo 
1 ~1ke 10 Gcrm:JJ'ly and pol inll) s:'tfc
k('\.'ping SUC'h of the CU)lu..ral p ntri· 
1no ny <is he considCl'(d v:'il11able', 
d\~bsi 1;u 13 o il i l:s ul,icnr11e u 1 ilizn· 
lion being rcs.c1-vcd to the F1ihrer•. 
A SIOI')' \\'(IVCn <)f ruultlpl~ CQl'll•'>ll· 
c ities: diplonu.tts (Rjblx.-ntrop and 
1hc Arnbassado r Abetz had a funda· 
1ni:.nt<1l rule in the sack.ing, no1 o nly 
of Jc'''i$h proper ly, in FYance, 1he 
1nilil<i.ry (no big loo1ing open.ti ion 
\ \"Ou ld have lx"<'.o •Xtsslble- ''' i1hou1 
the ' ' 'ellrnrnch lJ lhe t)<)Hcc, ;\nti· 
quariuns, art c . .;pcrl s lllld profi· 
1eeN Qf C\'Cl'Y kio(L B('fore 1he l.U· 
cer-nc r111cl i(u) of J938 COrint; took 
poss<".ssion o f 14 rare rnn.s~crpic· 
ces. (((Im l1Y11)1•essiQnlsrn 10 Bx· 
press io n.is1u.. front Cer1nan rnu· 
.seums In (11'<1cr to u se 1he1n in ex· 
c h:tnt;\' for c l:tssica.I nu1.s1crpieces. 
The confus io n of 1!1\.' :tulhorhies 
tuld v;.u•iou.s co111petenl b(>dic:s 
co1nl)\.'1 i11g 10 tnl.:e ~'>o.")Ssessio11 of 



the !(an1c.· loo1 nluSI ha\'<' been such 
1h:it t he G~1·1nan pol ice a u1ho ri1ics 
Lht'lllS\'IVC$ fl.! 11 C(lllSI r;:1in..:d IU 
aske d !hat sontt' order \\'3S put into 
the l' lu11dcri11g proc:t·dun-, t;h·cn 
1h:it 01l1cn\ ise any Ccr1nnn soldier 
c.·onsidcri;:d hhn~lf ;1u1horh:i;: 10 ta• 
kc a ny pit."C(' of -art or fu rniture 
lh<•I intt.•1-..·s lt'<I hi1n from ,,c.·cupied 
te r ritory 10 funlish his ho1nc o r of
Oc.·e. II is nQI poss iblt• logt• into 1hc 
dc1nils of 1his s1ory \Vhieh often 
sol111ds like son1t.•lhi11g fro1n crhue 
li1cratu rc. The s1ory ha . .:;, in nny ca· 
S\", been 1old for 1he lllOSI p;1rt, ;_1s 

' ''c ha\'l' snid, by Brenn('r, Sc.rdc· 
''' it;-; ;~nd vthen;, 
It is nlore impOrt::ou , in conclu
ding. 111 1't'tur n to the a ims '''hich 
lav lx.•hind the ' ' 'h(llc o~'>l.'ration . To 
cl~·11•ily 1hese C\'Cll fu rtht.•r ' ''¢ can 
cile one "las t dcx:u1nc111. On No\•cm· 
b<r 2 1s1, 1940, A1arshan1 (°,Qring 
'''role a long l tth;t" to Rosenberg. 
chic;f of 1he a lready ruu~~h 111entif,,. 
ncd OJX•n:1tiuns 3ruup in France. In 
ii, anlons o ther lhings. h\! ''' •'~)h: : 
" As rc.•g<in ls •he c uhora l pa1rin» 
11\' .::-onfisc-atcd in France 1 " ·ish 10 
ei>n1municatt' briefly the follo
\ \'ing. ;\ rter 3 grea1 deal of effort I 
a1n vcr:r pleased co set- that :111 offi . 
(:C hns nt las1 lx"l.'n de!i ign~11cd 1'01• 
1he collt.-ccion uf objtt~ts. 1hl)ugh it 
slivuld be r('m\.'nlbcrcd 1hr11 01hi::r 
offic,l~S h;:1\'~ fu ll p(>\\'l'TS conferred 
on 1hcm h\' t he Piih 1·i;;1' in 1his re· 
spcc:L ~u.;.:Jl ;)S 1hc fl)Teign ri,.tinislcr 
o( the Re ich, in the fi r$1 pla<.~. ,,•ho 
6r.>nle mouths :-1go sen1 oul n c:irC:ll· 
la1' 10 a ll dep.<•rt1u<: n1.s in ,,•hich hi.' 
has, nlll(JOg 0 1hcrs . uuthorily (l\'C1' 
oe..:.uf1icJ 1erri1ory, in forrn ing 
them thtll the ~fegu;1 1'ding o f cul· 
1ur:'.ll pa1rin1onics had ~':\.'II c;111J'u· 
.sted to hi1n, 
I fu rthi'r belic\'e t hat 1h..:: f\<1inistry 
of Prop:;1ganda of 1he Reich a lso 

hus the job of (:crtifyln3 1hc doc u· 
1n entn1ion relating to su4.~h art vb· 

f·e~1 s. ;.:tS ' ' "<:re at one t ime n:movt-d 
ronl Cermany nnd s1ill h~1\•e 1(1 be 

brough1b;.\l:k 10 Gel'nlany. B u11his 
is c hiefly n que-slion of objects 
found in 1he p:tSSt!$-..~ i(ln o( enemy 
nlUSCUnlS. 
I h~1ve p11>1n i.S(:d to gi,,e a ll possible 
support 10 the \\'Or k of \'Our .::oll.;1· 
lxin.11vrs ;ind to put :u 1he i1• dispo
s i1ion a ll ,,·hich has bet.~n lacking 
the 1n lxf(1l'C no''" 1ha1 is to say, 
1 ranspon sn d -sun 1e illnncc pc..•rson· 
nel, a nd th~ l-uftu•<l/f;: i~ under in~ 
s1rui::t ion to offer nla.'l: irnum h..: lp. 
furl ht'.r 1(1 t his , I '''Ould l ike to in· 
forn1 you tha t I ha\·e lx.'t'n able tu 
rt;n10\'t! frorn t heir h iding plnc: .. ·s 
son-.e particuh,r ly p1'4.."(:fvl1S :.ir• (ll,. 
jcc1s \\fhi<:h '''ere 1hc prop('rl)' of 
JC\\'S. as fo r some Lin1e no\\' I h .. ,.e 
been UJ)OO\'el'ing hiding pine-es ve
ry d iffic uh to find by bribing and 
'.! 1n~,1oring, Frenc h policenlcn and 
dcte<.' tn·cs. \ \for k is sLill in r 1' (>

g1'CSS, along \\'i l h that of n1y au1ho
r il ies in chnrgc of the sc;u'(;h f Qr f 4> 
l'e isn bnnkno1cs by creaming off 
safe dcposi1 bo."es in 1he banks. In 
both c••ses the n; . .:;ult <1f the l)pera· 
1 ion$ '''ill be communicated lo 
y(lur £i11.'>01z:;1al> \Vho \\'i ll comer 
a nd collect the goods. The collabo
l'ali(ln at pr"Cscn1 goins on b.:t\\1Ccn 
your oper<\liOn-i; grou11 :1nd A1r 
Thurnt.·r·s P<'ris ofn cc sc.·c.~n1s t(l 11)¢ 

c;o;crnpk•!'y ~nd ex<."t!pti11nal ly su ila· 
ble and pron1ising, 
To prt;V(;'nl 1uis 1ak~n ideas f1YJtn 
aris ing about the obj\!c t.s \vhich I 
' vi.shed to c la iiu fi>r n1yself. and 
,,•hlch in part I have acq uired by 
purchasing. in p<lrt \\'OuJd like to 
:1t'qui re. I \\+ish 10 001n 1n unicntc to 
you the follo,ving: 
I ) Thanks to pun:hases and t'N· 
changes I possess today '''h<1L is 

p..:rh::ip$ tl1c rU(>SI i 1np<) l'( :U\I pl'i\1:"1 • 
(t" coll«tiun. n l lc:a:st i n Gt•rtnanr if 
nol in the \ \1 holc of Europe. ThC-sc 
arc \\'orks \\'hich [ su1nn1arizc un· 
de1• 1hc concept •lf prc;ito-no rdic 
masters. o r proto·g_cnnanic:, lhe 
carlics 1 Dutch :in d Flcmi$h, 
Fn.•nch Gvthic, both p;.,inting and 
$cul1nure. 
2) A fnir ly wide nnd highly \1<i luable 
collection <lf XVll 1h ce1\tu1•y 
Outch. 
3) A n-lati\'ely s 111:.1JI but \ 'Cl',)' fi1h"! 

eollec1l(>n •)f XVlllth century 
French. a nd lastly n ci,llec1ion u f 
lc;)Jian 1nas1e rs . 
The entire collc:<:tion \\•111 l>e kl~pl 
\'err " '(11·1hi ly in 1hc Karinho.11 and 
\vii late r p.;l~ 10 1ho;: State as n)y le· 
ga.cy \ \'ith 1hc pro\•iso 1hat 1hc C:.il· 
lt•ry n1ust re1n<1in ;:11 the Knrinh:1ll. 
Tiu; FU/irer has looked upon n1y 
project \11 i1h gre<•I f;1vour ::iod i1 
h~1s his support. 
·ro inlcgr.•tc 1hi.s l~ollecl ion r plan 
to buv a fc\I/ \\'Orks from c:onfl:sGi.1• 
ted Je, vish p1'(1peny. These 'viii be 
p rineipa.lly n1astcrs of '''hon1 I ;.1s 
yet pos~.ss no i;xa1nplcs a nd '''orks 
neces$3ry fo r such an inlci;ratio n. 
From 1ime 10 t im..: I :.111>''' th<: pie· 
ccs 10 1he FOh1'er. Pu rchn..<>c is ba· 
sed on au exa1ni_na1ion or 1he <•h
j t·<.·ts b\' ;.l French cxpcr1 [ ... J The 
purC'haSt' pril.:e is d t pc)shed \\1 ilh !l 
person of tr ust nu1n ina1ed by lht: 
C¢1'ln~o State ( ... 1. 
As \\'C are dc.•aling \l.'hh hufl(Lri;:di) 
a 11d th\)us.ands of pain1ings this i.s a 
\ 'Cl')' n1odcs1 pcn:tlnt<.\ge. Up 1(1 nv''' 
h <.:c>n1cs 10-ab1>ut fifteen painling.s. 
Bui I mainlain 1h;.11 •h is ~xc..:nlaa).e 
is tc:gi1imatc. if only becuuk 11 is 
pl)SSihle to dcn1onstra tc: that I 
une<•rlht'd ' ' J;1rge llar1 uf 1hcse 
'''orks: from their h iding e:lac.·cs 
thanks IO 111Y ()\\'II r:ierS(1nal c l f OJ'I S. 
As 1•eg:irds 1)1c n1ost \'aluablc.• pans 



22 
of the collections, nt11uni.Jlv 1hc 
Fl1J1rer h:;\$ 1he ris,ht to decidli 1he lr 
dcslintuion. Ou l lhcrc still re1n;.ili1s 
n.n exceptlo1lnlly lnrge nlun lx-r of 
obj('('l$. p1-ob11b1y In the order of 
sonu: thousan ds, \\'hich cnn b(' uli· 
1izcd 10 decorate p;.u·(y :1ud s101e 
ol'fices as \\'e ll as 10 fill 1..he rnu· 
S<.:.urn~·>S, 
Up 10 llO\\' \\'C hnve hcttrd 1hc voice 
(I( GVr"h)g \vhi(:h rendcN as explieh 
as could be po.ssible-, the rcque.s1 
for Rosenbcl'g'S <:Olnpllcity, (he Je
s,i1irnacy of a mk.::-off frn1n 1he loot 
and the dcst.i rttuion or the \\'Orks 
\\•hich v.-ere 10 e 1ll'ic:h 1he Ri?!ch. 
\ ' e ry li11Jc is sa id :1boul Hi1lc.-r's ro
le. Hitlc1· h<1d an a nlbi1ion 10 Cl'i!Jue 
a1 Linz. lhc c:tpilnl of oorlhcrn Au· 
SI 1'i:I, the region \')f h is bir th. 01lC or 
lh(: biggest i ( no: 1hc b iggest mu. 
.SCWJl in the \\'Or ld, or n l lc<tsl in 
Eur(lpe. ' ;\h·endy t0<:l:11 - he 1old 
his oolhtborators - 1hc Liuz Galle· 
ry. I bel it~·e, \\'OUld b~r cornp:"lrl· 
.so n \otilh LUlY Qr the 1uosl u1odcrn 
An1cr'ican g::illet"ie$'u . To l'l l::ike 
Linz loto ::i \~·orld c::ipital '''3$ 1he 
drC<lnl or ti prO\'jnc ial \VhO haled 
Vicno::a. 1h1? grea1 ci1y. and the co· 
sn1opoli1on Viennese. Jt v.·r1.s the 
pl'()'t'i ncital ideal or Hiller C('JOling 
10 the su rface ti.gain. only in this 
case it ('(luld 011ly be fulfilled by 
pillaging- thn:>l1g]1001 Cu1i:>pe. be· 
sinnill~ \\' i lh the ooofisca1ion of 
' '"<'.I rks l'ro1n 1hc Vicnnc:Se J~~ ,vs11• ln 
1945 '''hoJc lists of v.·orks des tined 
10 go 10 Llot. \\'efC: found, n.rr1o ng 
thc1u v.•as Leonardo's Ledol ' vltich 
had been 1akc n ft-r,nl Italy"'. Lin1. 
'''<lS fu rlh<.:.r seen. i.n cornpeehion 
'''ith G61·ing. as. the 1nuscogrnph.ic 
pole in sou1hcru C'.ercuany that 
could b(' set :u?ainst the K:arinhnU 
as 1he c hie f cc01roe (or ~r1 \\'(lr'k$ of 
noTth<:.rn Gerulany, 
Ooce ii h:td gi ,•<:.1l \>ellt lO i lt :uni· 

1·uod.ernisrn tvilh lhe rondcnina1ion 
of ·d,·genera1e ~f'I ' and tvlJetc pos
sible ,.,,£tJ1 i1s cornrnerci<J i1.Rlion, 
1he Third R(·ich crirrled (lul ::i se. 
cond o\1.:: ra1 Ion, t.h<ll of anoe,xing 10 
i1selr a 1 the mastcr~)icccs of c lassl· 
c~I a1·1 by a sOrl of spiritual gcrnl~· 
niz~1lion. Bui 3 $ If a1l 1his t\'Cfc no1 
enouvJ) it 1r1ed to despoil the ,,·ho
le 01= Europe ttnd prevc1u anyoth~r 
count!")' f t(H'Q pc>sset.sil'lg a bigg<.•.r 
<u· ri 1.~h<.•r pa1rimony of a 1·t \\'Ol'kS 
than 1he Gcm•~t.11 On¢. Et•e rt cuhu· 
r<il t..Xln.l'idcrnlion \' 'as subordin:i· 
Led «> 1ltis l<lsl objeclivc~ no 1 a n iw
lntcd c ase buL a ra1·e one iu i1s sy· 
stcnu1lization :.tnd iL<i bre~dth, In 
the his lOI}' of spirirual !'IJld Ot31C
rl~· I plunder or c ultur'Jl ~)a1rirnony. 

Nuc.,, 

• AOOU u rn.u. Allin Kamp/. ).f(tl)cbtn 
1936, p. UIJ, 
1 Tht prco."ft:(Ul'<Jj}U(IUU5ot'lll .,.. ,.i.~ f rom 
J!ie k:Xt of a ' f)e.Xb ~ lli ll~r rep1W~ in 
J06t"'u Ww,r JJi~ 8ili. md~-,. KlhiSk 1•11 Qr11· 
1tr1 llddt. £W ~l#ffdfi<iot. R• inb<l'-
1%6. ll?· 6<1<68-
J t·(lr a Mtl~ of ~ciupl ir11a11i(if~s <.)( Ilic ,,._ 
• iou <J u.n typical re. W •Y)lkUch cuh\lt e of 
tbt' 1\o,·l'nl lci 111'.Mf 1hlrdct kit •he -~ 
1n«1ti4.iut'd •o.'Urk by J. \•llJl.1'~·~ 
6 Al.FllJ.'» kOSll~!ERG tkr 1'1~ r!M /(). 
/Qh~h1u1dt.ru.. /Ii..., ~l1ct1Wlf a st.iliK:hgtJ. 
uii;t11 CWJW..'tu..tdl11p{c! u l1Mt«I 7-All l, t'\100· 
f '\1;:11. 19)4, p. l ?l), 

A . jt(l!l.l'.SIU!R(l, op, di. p. 39. 
• Prorn 11.:'I 1u·tk lc by HltJC'f ol 19J4, ~ro-
d\>OC>\I i:l J. \\,1\!LI', qp. .:if, p.. ~ 
, .:r. AOOLF Um.Ell AJQ#tft{)J."e '"' f fJltN r· 
h ttKplqWArtit'.r 1941-1944. Oit ;\\1ruicltn\ln. 
i;..::i H.:i:n.rkh lhri:• tt<.'¥\t1"g.;-~ebcn YQA 
\\'.:mer J«hou=.1t11. H:l1t\burs 19il"O, pp. 399-
400. It) tJw d\11~ .Jw>e IJ tl'I JIM), 
II ,\, H fn.vt .\fOl'm!~ a·1. p p. 31!&.ll i , 10 tlw 
d:ue Sepu·•l'll;u;t :Jl"d. l'ol4?. 
" 1\1tl(llli t}I(" fl\ IUly \l.VJ'kt ""'h.kh iJ\ NiOtnl 
fdt'I tun-c U~tcd rJ thiJ pn;bkin ii i, 
~oor,•id1 w menW;ift t''E'll'.ll f>AAET. m« turlJ. 
•iotr .lio:~""- J.frxlttlf~ K w1'!>I wld Jhtt1 
F~r..4-t ftn KGi#rlf(-lw., /.)gf1tsd1!.u•1•t. Oc rlbo 
191!-I. 
llt UIW!lliAAI> B IUll"l•IU Dk KIC11$lpo/itil da 

1V41ion«lw:.ie1/iunw, Rffi~hd: 1~6J: • 1norii 
tJ1111 j,t~'f•trlll '""'.lt'b ~1i~'C'I)' p1:bliJJt«! 
(lfl ti~ "41bjcct o w.duJ .l)'ntl:CJ~ I.; R E.Iii 
l l\IUt ~1D:nll l)i(J l:tfldlfflrk" K iln.fie in1 A'a. 
1it:>•u1lsor i1 liJmu,. K t1l1r;1idl'o l ozrit:· 
J1,; uluvpoUJik.IS i./JwprriJ~J..·tttm. .:lllla 198.l. 
II J, Bll.ENN£1.. cp. "''· .,. 8. 11 T. 0 11-l:Nl<"I:, Effdl' t:i•u:r bUrptrlkhr:11 
li'.1t11Jl+l1f..Ullittl(pt, Oft! ptolirf~ FOt fftit
lllt''-S rlt<r P~h~ i'lk.Wl'Mit: 1Jt1 KU>utr: 
ab 19)J, Su1Hg•n l!nl, p. I~ 
t J A 1,1tod1a) $ytllhf'8bof ~l~tiOu 3J1d 
~l•dio or tl'ilC' ~1);~111N.'tlt.,. offttC'J by tJloCCIJt. • 
1111k'lgU11 of the o:bihh io;in (W)!o\nl~d 11.h_y 
)...,r$ ah•r 1M bu.tui11l ol pro.hibi1\ld boo.I.:• 
ff'QIUO(t°d by ihc Aat.!.;,il)ic dtt Kl'lia~ of 
\ \ 'c:« tkr111l: 'Du war it1n Vi>rspW'l t1\l t .. : . 

Sl.l~t"'rwtbrmnultg_ Dl-u111cblaitd 1931. Vo
n.UM~ll.•l'lf.CI\ ul'KI Fol;cn, &rlln 193J: fur· 
lhCl' C01~-:n1ti01-.s aOO boblio-,;n.p.l1klll 
con1rlbuti(ll» on llio: 'lll"frt1JT1Cnt ~ bi: rOlllld 
1n I;;. COUhT11, A ¢ i1\(jw:.nt'll.l'l1ti .blh1 (l.~l1-
~ru1;g: o~riionnll(te.Wi stiio tra 11orio. 
t t11£1* r: eu.h1,1ra PQli1ico, io d~ ·Rivi•h• di 
&t Wi&. OOOl~IQ~· lt.54, 11;(1, I. W • 1-'I. 
H \ \'C' C{UOIC' ()t)C' cf the tnMI .dg.t1in.--..n1 
ft'.'fU. an tJ!oe' O.ftl mlffll, 11 1 r l.lt' ~I~ M t1$
klnd: H.\Nfl f , K. OCl"-Tkli ~ v""''"''~ 
rwii. lhrt Ct'/ahttlf flit Voll· u~t S ra;u ~ 
Sw111Jpwd(1e d11 1AH"'fa,>lsdiu.tt1. Wtd J~1 
CcKltSt:ha/I J\O'i.1Jenu:J1" ft, l.cipt.l.g·Ck t lin 
1934. 
1s er. W£S1 rtn:rt Emsl &ltf~,h ,_,lfl JU: 
w.ii~::itdiJCltt Kumlpolitik. Eil«" rW. 
kwncwtu rii:<.ltt' O,. ,-,Jr:IJ1m1 ; 11,. "'t.ttt~ f1t'1f 
.'1:"*!1Uf": ,,10'nd1Cfl 19$). 
1 .. Ai docWNnl&t1'\l ~~ otl~r ~. i:n 
~ ~l~ltt:' cd tht i;l'C'.lll C' ~bi biti(>fl 'C't 1:p 
by 1hcS1.31m1.19C'llm Oi1 'l14'f1.H~t#rl4hn !rt 
J. ffnl#:ew. 1919. 
lT Ct~ INut sclt# Jt.""'"''d""''rlunt t9.)? 
im f f :)11t M r l>tul !du-4 l\um,r ew ,lfim.:hJtn, 
Offil.iC'UC't Au~tdhu1i;,d:i.ll'I~ p. l S. ••cl. D,>11.rw..ui lltoil, lo K"'.u1 un J. /UJ.d1. 
()i)kW111rtr1 d-tr Um<t,_,.fwtt, ft'llJ\l\/W'f oo 
"'· 191.f, pp. 1?4-1?5 (nitllk-,;1>C of thl" 
t'ni•~kf101 a bihi1Wo ol 197.f). A n1orc ~ "*' ... 'Ofk b r 1ht $aA'lC' a11tll(lt, w. m~ r.10~ 
rci fm d1utu.lkn l'o!o(}fiif'.llu -. KK1'4.(f WTd 
Konlt•~•vmairm. 1'1\b,,:htn 197.f. 
~ J!°Mm the U:•I p:ir1~ll)· 1r1iml;i10fd by 1hia 
a1.1tl\ltlf in E. C~I. N:uismo t :>Orict3 •~ 
di$Cll l9J.l-19'1S, 1'~utn 19$2- Pl,_ l?tl.?)(L * cf. fUJ1n1 dut>ffl Ille Auw11Uunt E~ld.rf~ 
lC' Ktr'UI, 6C' rl.i<1 u11d:i tei:l ( 19J 7). 
11 AJ»l'l ffml'I Af\"tlnct'i Wf)l'f; <><a ~onfll 
rn)t W'W'. an itldi"'1p..'f1?1o11bl~ tlK1ut:b d.-.tnt 
""(lflr: h f MNl R\lfl "E1tr<.1111: KunJI': K lffl'JI• 
~'lta"'i im Drillt'll Rri<lr. B:vnto\'Cr 1962. 

On t1IC' C01i,,tqUl"lli.'C'J o ( di,.;r imiu11.tioo 



(di ll~··~J of :uti, li(' prod•..:livn Ulldn' 1he 
11ifrd l«k h 1 ~O l'l»:fl1 r..,hil.»1ioos offer in1-
porta111 do.':tullC'11tiuio11: tht firot p t\ffllo;oted 
b.Y the \'l'IOidm·l.cbmbnick "''*'-111'1d 01.iJ.< 
burs, \ 'tTOOf('1t.V('r(olg1. Xwrsrdilt.ffl.tor Im 
J. Rt'i(k (lmi. 1'1.c ~ood by the Ktb1bl!Jlt> 
of U:.uubur;: KWIJf #Pl(~fflf llc.lt .. 1l;Nul. flt 
l ltm1l>uff (19$Jt. 
" f , RI»!, op, Cit ,, pp. ~57; R, i\IE.llJO.lill, QP· 
cit .. p. I SS. 
1"' J. Jt:t;tNJ<E• /)}(' Kwutpotitil fks 1V11rio
w.1bv.;ittli:r111u.f (~il., p. I JQI, 
l) ROM> Vo\Ul<M) Lt' Fro1u k l"J,rt, f'iub 
1961."Pf). 17$·1 7'<!. 
lit S1WH \'II~ t...i t'k 11rli, tiqUtf' 1i P~ri.s 
MI'S. /°(lCCUp;JlflM Ill 11~ Crol);f~ l>ompido u 
C'"'u~. Pllri~P~ri'I, t9Ji'·l"7. P&rb 19$1. p. 
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Frr.i.l!ctT IXI r ll.Eu •hli \ \'llU JANI(£ Di<f A'it.• 
Jt'rla"J< i1w 1J,nb1li11+dt fh:<' biJr:t4. A!Jr: rotd 
it.ti¢ /k (.it:}lflfl£tR WJfl ~ft;'ft, \ f li.Nbul'g: 
19-11, 
"' Tu.1 in J . \\'~V. op. t.it., pp. J l l·.l I ,). 
JS T•ii:1 In J, \\'~U'. op. rit., pp. .fl9..i..:.1. 
IA A.llrrt~R.\lo•~. clr .. p. 1~.101lwd:A-\'f lJ.l-f lh.•«:1tOOr I?-; t. 

<>ri thl' projKt r(ll' t.!1(' Ul\l m1.1fltU..'tt .:f, I, 
a~ .... N ... lJI~ Ku<t.J;tpo/Jrlk. ~1 .. pp. IS.l oo· 
waird . R. 1,1 J.I, $ f.\OE.Wl r:t. "J'. dt. p;usjtn, 

;.o;od J. DIJl."l'tlt iu'.ld c.LllCI"$: l!ltl'1$ $r411t~. 
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m CTlt•iriOlt, \ \Tf!M Kbln 197l. 
~ ·1t.c c l~nnsittnoc had 1tilNlkh· i)tt,, •"7-
lCd in L 6 RElrtNfJI Dir: K1m1.1po/itil: cit., ~). 
160 and aJUI0'-1 ~lC'UIL)l)M!)(:(IUl-1)' by 1he 
$ E\'1)£\lf1Tlf9. f p. t-()·6 i , "''-' II in(oimcd (It) 
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\ \li1h uri oJ"ticJc e-n1ltle<l "Aft as t-he 
f oundation of the c ret11ivc (QJ:'(:C In 
politics' of Ai:)ril 2_.1h, l 936. t-hc 
\.'6/k i.fcll t r 8eob~1clucr annuWlccd 
th.e pl•bllccition of ::i collectton of 
'''nl.::r colours bv 1\do lf ltJiler, edl· 
(Cd by Jietn1•lch ·}'1offinan1l, officinl 
pho1ogn1phcrof 1hc Reic h and per
son~! p l1<)h)l}l'3J>her 10 H ll l(·r hint· 
self. T'hcre '''~re .i;¢v~A\ \\':'.l ier co
lours. sl" ~.,Mn1ed in colout· iu1d u 
se ,·cn;h in 'blac k nnd \vhlle. 
ln pres,~nt1ng Lhese \\'orks . Lhe 
ro11tnlcnta1ur sH•le:s tha.1 1he Cer· 
rt•t1n s tale has al\Sllll)Cd quite 11.atu· 
rally,, p;.u·ticuJ.-it ar1is1ic ron11 un· 
de l' Ille db'e'Ctton or •{itler, 't11·1 i.s1, 
nrchi1ec1 ~d b111lder of lhe Na1i0<
n::il Socialist S1a1c·. Refe r r ing, 
:.uuong o the r 1h lllgs, 10 the 
f!'O hrc1"s ::inis1ic JX!Sl. he st1ys: 
·1·0Jnv '~'e k:to\v t lt.1;1 ii \V3S no 1n e
re ::ieCident 1ha1 Adolf l~i l 1cr ''"<•S 
no t at Oil¢ tirnc nu1Y1b(;' .. red ~unong: 
&hi! numcrot-1s pupils of th-c \' ie.nne
se A<flderny o f J>o1ln1ing, 1-ie \YaS d1.-"
s1 l11cd fo>· higher 1hin~ th.an beco-
1'uing a ~ pttiil tcr or pe rhaps :,1 
good a1'Chitect. His gift for p<• i.t\o 
1U1{? Is; rH)l [lfl lncldent-31 n-SJl(-Ct of 
his persont11i1y bul a flJJlci.Mnent-al 
tl'l'lic \vhlc:h is J)nr-1 of 1he c rux of 
bji; ex-lstc-u~. 1;hc.r-e exis1s an in1 I· 
mate, unfa ili1lS link bct,,·een 1hc 
fUhrer's ru·1i$tic \\'Otks ;'H~d his 
srca1 poli1icuJ ''Y.l rks. An tu·1i.s1ic 
u.ai 111~ is also at th<: roo1 of his d e
vcloprnent ll$ a poli 1ician and ~1 :a.~ 
1c-s1nan. l{is urtist ic uctivilie:s \\'¢re 
n(l1 Ju:sl a C4$Unl pnsti111e o f his 
youth, <i .side (hMr.i;~ I huo ,,·h lch 
Lhe poli1iC1ll genius of 1hc nl;;1n 
cotLld no"'. bu• a fuudan.cnt;1l (;Qll• 
dition of his creative idea io iL<i 1~ 
1ali1y. ( ... )The fuhrer Ms given 1J1c 
1erm poli1 ics a scn"Se of oonstruc· 
1 ion, tu1d he co11ld !'101 ha\•e :irrl,•cd 
::it this lf ii ,,•e re no 1 thn1 his polili· 

cal idc~ d e't'eloped 0 11 a basis of an 
UJld\!ni(lUtding n!'$Ulti tl{t rrom his 
pet'1i0f1.:i.I :)¢(i\'ilC$ in the c rctulv<' 
::ir1 field'. 
I n 1ruth, there h::is been fn.r 100 
nluch \rrillcn on this t'l1'tis1ic pa$1 
of lti1ler's, rnuch of it ir1'Cl.::v:u1t. 
e-sp.::cially \vhere <l p0ssible link is 
.sough t bet" <een his 'e"perieuoes' 
up lO 1914 tu1d the ;;irclilttcl(lnlc 
and aen crnl a r 1istic t1chie\'C1ncnts 
of the Third Rciclt. 111e 4)J)J)O$lte, 
f{11 her. is 1he case In Lheo sense 1ha1 
there c xisl5 a t'C:'.IJ fracture bt:I· 
'~·«n •~!tier's fi rs1 pictorial cxpc1·i· 
1u cn1s tuld the l::iter i11,dica1ioos gi· 
oten 10 1hc nrc hilect, Spc:.:l', conccr. 
nin:g the cleslsl\ o( various n \OnU· 
1nen1:al work.s. 
Speer hinlSelf in his ox:1noir.s l?h·es 
an ::icc:oun1 of Hitler's cuJll• raJ ' re · 
forn1tuion' afcer· th(: rneelin& \'lith 
T t'005L 
' i'Us ti t:itudt~ 10 T1ws1 \Vas a huost 
1h:11 of puJ)ll LO 1nas 1er, ttnd t1 re
nti.ncJ.c-d ri1e of the- unerllh:::il ~dmt· 
1~Llo11 I us.::d lO ha,·e (ori~no\v, 
It'"'~ M ~·s1x:c 1 of Hiller tha1 I ' 'C· 
rv cnuch Ii ked. I \vi.ts t~u1...,ied bv 1 he 
f{1c1 1 h~11 this m[ul, object of 1h"e ad· 
n1ic·u1iou or his follo,,·~n. C(>~1ld ln 
tum be capable of such aduJalion. 
Consid~ring h11'0.St:lf ~" 31'<'lti1t.•c1. 
he l;xl\vcd before the genius o f ~ 
nl<\ste1· in 1h1s; ncl11, ln 1t~ field of 
P''lit.ics he " 'Ott.Id never ha \'C d"?ne 
it . f•l 11 ler rcooon1ed ,.,.It h grcnt sun· 
p lichy ho\v "·hen he s:.1\v ·r roost 's 
" "Or k "1he ,·c-il (ell fron1 mt e)'~s· ·. 
And hi: L\ddcd: " Fro u1 1ht11 n1onu:!11t 
I couldn'1 tx:~r (he 1hings I'd dcsi· 
gn\.'d up 10 then. \Vht1t good fOl'tU• 
uc 10 hn,•e n1e1 thal 111anr· Co<xt 
fo1·1une ind\.'cti-con1inues Speer· 
' "it.11(1111 T roost's lnOuence l~ i 1 ler'11 
1:1.s1e in urehilcctur~- \vOuld hOV(: 
boeen so1ne:hlng u 11i1uagina bl\.' . J1 
,,·as Hiller hinlsclf ,,·ho o nce- sho-



v.·ed rue his nlbl.Ull or sketc:llts 
v.•h lch n1ust ha \·e dLucd bnck to the 
early T,\·e n1les.. They '''Cl'e rout h 
des lg-ns or buiJdings 't"c.'prescnc:.1li· 
ve' in 1hc uc..-~b~roql1C stvle of 1he 
Rings1ra.s~ o f \' iennn, c fuu·ac1c ri· 
:Hie of the Nineties. A cu rious 
Lhing: 1nixed ii1 ' " i th thcs.e Ltrchiicc· 
ionic:. projec:1s. sotuetlmes O•l die 
-S~'ne paze. 1here \\'l.'re sketch\.o-s of 
ftr~arru,s nod ' \!Ol r'Shlps!' 
So 01uc h (or the 1c!>tiJ11<1nr of 1\). 
ben Speer. :in as.sidnous aod privi· 
lcgcd collaborator v.1liose pc rt•1np
IOI')' Judgel'neat is subs1a n1i:illy nc· 
gnli\•c <is ri:gar d.s 1he dic1:11or'$ :11"· 

1is 1lc i11spira1ion, en:unoured of 
frcut h <u'ld 1\ustri.an f.11 de si.Ule 
arf.'hi1ec1ure. ln fac1, the buildings 
,,·h il.':h ,,·e re:- aecor<led lli1 l et"'~ hi· 
ghest pr..1ii>e \Vere 1ho.se ''' hicb bad 
irnpressed h.hn in h1s d:\)'S ns 3 
young aspi>'ing :ar1is 1: t he Paris 
Opern by Ch;1rles G:1rolcr. ' "hlch 
he only knc ,.,, fro111 illu.s1ra1i.,n.s. 
and 1he \ 'fc.nna Opera. 
Gen,;_· rally spea king. his t".uhl1 ral re:
fc.rcnc<.·~'i '''ere o ricnnu ed 10,,·(u•d 
oe1•1aln 1na nnel'is1 produc1i~-,ns, to 
the ''t<.>rks o( l•Iclincr and of Fc lh1er 
nod like\\•isc 10 cer1ain X IX1h cen· 
tur')' archi1ec 1s llke Co-11ff'lcd Sern· 
per. d.::signcr or I he Opera nnd Ar t 
Galle1•y (If D.-esde11 a nd of Lhe Pala· 
ce nnd the ln1perial f\1uselvns in 
\ 'J<::1111a . 
' In the fie ld of :H·..:hitec::1u re -
Speer tes1ifi<.•s ugnin - and like v.·i . 
.se lhni (I.( pa inting. and sculJ)lure, 
Hitler renttlincd fixed in 1he \\-Orld 
(l{ his ' '(luth, the ,~'Ofld bct,,•ecn 
1880 and I 9 14, the period 1·espc>nsi· 
ble nl)t 0111.\-' (01· hir. artistic 1:istcs 
but also fur bi$ id1;.'()tog;y". 
As is. well kno'''"· Speer \ VTOtc his 
tuc.~nl(>J r'S in t he S riandau ~,rison :.:is 
a bu1<(t:t1 u11ti i111prisoned rnn11, and 
fuutk.ly. suc h a dr::is1ic- condemna· 

ti on is su1·pri.Siu!! Qf1¢1· S\>th 1JJJ¢(1.ll.
di1io1tttl s.ervicc. Nol th;;u Hil ler 
,,., • .s a.ny beuer 1 h~ul Spect mtle$ 
him 00 1 in these \\1rt1i.ng.s. bu1 ccr· 
1a1nJy Sp(!er hhnset f, a nd the poi.n1 
i s \\'Orth. un der lining_. \\1a.s t he doci· 
Je in.slrvment v.+u> Jmo,,·ingl)' en· 
couraged the f;Uhrc r in hi.s pro
gressJ,·e cul1.or::il fn,'Olu1ion. a1 
lc:i.s1 :as f'..1r a s are hi1ecrure \\'OS 
C:OJ'•C::tro.ed. f!'ufcher, Lhcsc oon1 <:1n · 
poraryj' l•dg:en1en1s o{ bis 5"1Jgges1 ~ 
prob:i.b e d"-'sirc 10 condesl:'cnd l-0 
the- render r<lthcr lhan rn<~ke <.lU· 
t hen tic ;:ind fi11;:illy free critic:Jl jud· 
gcn1c n1s. 
Bui us proceed by s tages. 
Hiller's v1a1e r colours 3re 011e (If 
t he rare pic.x-.cs o f ruutcrittl C-' 1 idco· 
ce as to his cuhul";.11 s taoce. A ~·e11.;:. 
ral c-ri1icism of then1 C(u1 be OO•n· 
ph:1ely offhand like tha1 of Speer 
and manv 01her.s. l'h~·;v arc, in fut.1, 
Jigh1wc ig h, works ·which 3 1l)' 

young .-~r1 sludent <:Ol•ld lia' '¢ pro
duced. Any youn~ o.n s ludenL. 1ha1 
i5, who \\'01t1 de,·01d o f 1}ny t'}(<",Cp l ic> 
nal gjr1s or any a~tislic tal<::111. 
Thus nl<lY the mtnler be quickly di· 
spo~d of. Nor, on the 01her hnnd, 
c..--ould ii be othcri.vise: 1'lid e r is 
" 'hat he is.. as " 'e :ill kno"' hint. 
An:,·t.hing fur1l1c:t such ~.s '~~ :1re 
abou1 10 say i.s idle rc.lloclion. 'dc
g(!J1.;rn 1 ~~· ft1n1asy, o-.. ra1he r l he 1:.:., 
sic fur breaking dov.·n and rc<•.S· 
se1nblii1g acc..'Clrding: 10 a d iffercn1 
logic, for 11s o'''n snke, like a n e . ..:e f. 
e ise in ' literary Cubis m' . 
T11ese '''ater colou 1·s have for 1heir 
subiccl ' '<lriou.s urb:in e n\•iron· 
1nerils of Vienna and \\tunich; ci1ics 
,,·ill' a Sll'Oug oosmop0litan SL1irl1. 
" ' ith nothing. or ch e rural aboul 
t he 1n. 
They gi \•e 1he imprc.:ssion of havin.lt 
been t."Opied fro111 pho1ogruphs rtl· 
ther thf~n pain1ed ~·' the e .. .se l In 

fronl of Lhc subjoct; the slylc nnd 
1rc:11 mt:Jn :ir-e tl1ose of \~'Ork.s cdi· 
led lU a ,.,,.ii ing desk, Sornc or lhe 
vie'''' nre. 1!1 f::tc1. rx: ~"M."-311.•d, 1nuybe 
('\'en falsified. nK1i.ntaining the sa· 
111e op1tc~I ::ui.:is bu1 fl'<11n a closer 
vicu1point. In these C<Lo;cs Lhe clO$C· 
ui;> is an hnproveo1en1, e.\'.~utcd 
\\ilh u surer hnnd. The-tu'b<lU cuvi· 
1'01unt 11l reprc~nt.ed is a l rr1os1 nl· 
1.1.•ays \•cry c.0111plcx; ' vilh ti rrt0vc· 
lll \:111 of \ 'OIUIUC, a OlUltirl ic ily of 
plou1et . (r-;1g_n1cf11~11ion o s1}:iccs. 
:irtcn1p1s :it dynrunic chiaroscuro 
e•c. T11¢ ~1teo1 i l)u w deta11 is oonsi· 
dcr.ablc, the VLtrious builtling n1:.Uc· 
r ial$ ¢;aJl be ele[1l'ly dis1tniutshed 
as ctu1 the i.'lOUdilion uf lhc huil· 
dings, 1heir decor:ith1e <Wtails. c,b. 
jei.:ls <1nd Sll'ccl £1,rnishings. p<> 
s 1ets on 1he ,,.aJl.s, ¢ \'l'lt 10 the dres
sing of the sho p \\•in<h,,vs.. 
So1ne aulol{r~1phicul X IXth cenlu· 
ry d o•la a ffixed h) 1 he \"8ter co
louri>. and :iho,•c ::Jl 11"1.: ou1 of sciJe 
placing (1>!lr1leul~...rly Mg:r;'lct:fut) 
of the fi£ure-s. oonfirms the hypo· 
thesis of v.'Qrks copied f1(lfn old ii· 
lu s.1~1lons. pri111s or pos1c:irds. )Jl 

other '''Or'<ls. 1J1.ese ,.Jc, vs :)r'(! in 
e\'\'ry " '3Y shnilar 10 thous.ands of 
others \\·htch sc1:"ed 10 Ulustrote 
n1tuty Europctln ci1k~s tu the-begin· 
11lnt of 11~ iodustriaJ >'~'·olu1ion 
'''bc.'n grt:ilt XlX1h ccntl11·y h l•il· 
dings ahc1·na1ed ,,·i1h 1uedie\1a l 
:ind XVl.lLh century $prices. 
lt is. ho'''e\·c.~r. certain that in these 
1'1ictu re.s h is hn possiblc 10 rceogni · 
:t.e 1 he fu1ure cl iet1t of 1\lbe1·c Speer. 
On the contr:iry! T here l s in 1hcse 
'1:ios1~rd.s' an in>;enul)u-S •1ne1 l'OPQ
lil<ln ' 1.astc, infantile C\'t.'rt, b ut fa1· 
fron~ t h e hC-3V)' a11d 101ali1a riatt ta· 
.stc of HiLlel'·s l 'hi rties and f (l1·1ie3 
Sl)'le . 
1'bis irnpHes at len.s1 l\\'Q cons ide+ 
tai ions: a s long' L\S 1hc ur .. ~bicect, 



Troo.s1, S$ :'lll\'c - un11I 19J4 - t-li· 
tier, s ubj,;_·c l t<> his <Lsccndcnl in· 
Jluenoe, C<•l'll31ns his (l\V'll ex 1:ibe
r.i.ncc nnd tl<'C'Cpl s 'pasl o r ic.J11a1cd' 
des.Jg..n 1nOOlfled by a eennlo so
briety aud .slylc, Basically. ·rroos1 
\ '/3$ pnr1 or tl ,SfOUp Of t\J'Chi1.,;-c1s, 
an1oni; ,,·ho1n \\'e re Peter Uchrt:ns. 
J oseph ri.t Olbtich, Bru110 Pllul and 
\l\1Lthcr Cro pius ,,·ho up 10 the firs I 
\\'Orld \\'al' hnd (oui;;-lu asnl11s1 lht'. 

.spret•d of 1hc lin.sc.:.lly Jugcnd.stil. 
opposing, i t '"ith a design S)'Slc1u in 
'"hlt.h ~ fc ,., 1 r:1dhic>1Jal e1cl'l'l¢1l1$ 
'''c1·e 1n ixed ,,·i th t h,;- firs• e-xp"'rj. 
1neo1s in 'n1Qd\!m1sm•. 
After 1he dc;11h of Troos1, his phtce 
, v:i;s fmrrn.::dia1ely gi'lcn 10 Speer 
\Vho hcc-.J.nle 1he fui1hful inlerpn.>· 
tel' of 1hc F'i.lhrcr·s dreo.1us, 10 the 
CXICll l that. -aJI cuhuraJ l'CSCf\'e" fC· 

moved, l-fi1 lel' gJu) \\'Cc.i him $(n'ne of 
his ()\\'n sketches rn)m the ye.a.rs 
1925·26. a nd \\'hhh1 a fe\' .. days. 
'''llh ex1 raordin:11')' dili g.,~nC'-" :u)d 
spcx•-d, Speer prmluc.ed dnav.:ings 
:\nd .t'l•O<:lc:ls. 
Th.is \\"..IS tbe c-<.\SC \\' ilh the Berlin 
Ac"C de Trio1·nphc, the Gra11d Audi· 
toriuni, the ~tO\'en1\:.nt Colu1nn to 
be buih in ~tu11leh a nd nlanyother 
pr<)jeC'l.s. Thus Speer \\"'..IS not 1he 

urcllirect or the Thh·d Reich bu1, 
n>0rx: s i1npl)', 1he assi!>'1ant 3rchi· 
l(~l or l~i1ler. 1't1e J::au er. \\'1thout 
any cuhur'.tl in1pedin1en1 h)~ thi.s ti· 
me, the SQ le Judge of hlrnself .'Ind of 
01hers. di scovers hin1sclf. '''ith 
tears (If ~J'ru:i1 ion each tl rn.::, 10 be In 
his 1urn a 'gre:.u :i.rch.it4:Cl'. j us1 ~1s 
p:u·c-y propa.ga.nda nois i ly cl::ain1ed. 
No''" ron1paring the ,,,.o pc.1·iods. 
th3( ()f the \\'Ot ler C(tll)Ur'$ Uf) 10 
19 14, nnd thtu of the C)'clopic pr"' 
jects. fro n1 1925 on\vards. no silni· 
larity or c-01uinuity c~i.n be found. 
Thc1·c mlshl he l\\"O different coin· 
pletely d iff<.:ren1 perwn;11i1ic.s, or 
r3lher ''''O c n1ircly d isa ssocia led 
~· s-piec.:ts of the san\C per$011;1lily. 
So. clu: fact 1h.a1 Hitler had or 
h;1dn'1 tried un tu·ti$tic- Q1!"«'r up 
u111il the flrs1 '''orld ,...,,,. ma \:cs 110 
J llTerence: ''' h<it (;.Ounts is 1h~ f-acc 
1ha1 fron1 n ccr1ajn Jno1nent 0 11· 
\\,1::aed~. any ~nd co;cry critical pr.::. 
iscru.~ h:.1ving bcCJt «.lc.sirorett l(i· 
tier can he 3 genius in al 1hings, 
bul nQt re;.1U,· being one he cu.non· 
ly 'play' \\.1 i1h 1he ex3sp.cl".iled el1.."'
rnents of a l:1ngu:1ge, ho'''C\'¢f" sun: 
:.\nd dt·cpl)1·rootcd in the contnton 
SCJ)SC of the 1n:1sses: 1hc f:,clle mo
nuntental $l)'lc, acct!ptcd. d iffuse 

a nd univcrs:;dly undetsl<u1dabtc. 
A1 1hi$ point the: question posed by 
Ellos Can.c:1tl bccon1es 1nore pcrti· 
nenl nnd painful (Po1ere e SOptt"•.,.. 
vJ\'e nia): ' \\1heri.:: is 1he his torian 
\\•ho could 1race th< C\)l• r-se of )(i. 
1lcr's disease ? e,,•en if 1oday a. p~\f· 
tic uhttlY Krl1pulou$ hiSl(>r')' could 
rnanagC once a nd fo r all to free ii· 
self from the adn1ication of f'°" 'er 
\Vhi-ch is intrins ic to i1, i1 1ujgh1 t11 
le••s.t put llS. on (>ur gua rd ~1g~ins1 ~ 
ne\v Hiiler, Oul since h¢ \\1)u}d ;ii?' 
p¢:<•r in (lfl.Olher ploce he \\'Quid al· 
so appear i 1) .:i.uo1hc)' guise ~i.nd the 
\voirn.iJlt} \\'Ould be 1n vain. 
For :.. real understanding <ii' this 
phenoJ'nCl1(111, nC\\' 1nc1hods of s tu· 
dy are indi.spen.sable, 1''hc.y n1usl h¢ 
sought Ol1t, t~k;eo and used ,,..hcre
\'er 1hey ofr,;_·r 1hentsel''es. No 1nc-
1hod s for such ~ research can exi.s1 
yel. He rc the r igour of .spec ialist 
d iscfJ)lin es heroines 11te1·e supers• i· 
ciou. \\1hat escapes 1he s1>e<:lalisLS 
i s thal \\1hic h is rc:i.lly in1porw.nt. A 
nou.frag.n:.¢01.00 vision. o( 1he J)hc-
1tomenon is 1h e 1nnin pre· 
supr)l)stlton. Any ::irrosa,1ce of con· 
cepl. ho\''evc r u seful in o lhcr t.<t• 
ses. can only be detrin1c 11tal here'. 
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\Valer colours 
a 11rlbu1ed to Hiller 
from the Sivie ro legacy 
an expe r t examination 
Hern1a111'1 \\/e.iss 

t. Obj.:.-ct 

At the f'Cques.i of the Drp.ar1n1tt1t 
of Cuhu1e ol 1he Comunt di Fittn• 
1.c. on lhc 7th, Slh anJ 9th ~1'.ltt-h 
19$.-1, lt~f,;Clher wi1h P rofes1M.1; 
Hnr 1rnu1 ·0111•icl1, r ~xarnlned in 1he 
Uffit.i library 1'-''C-!l1V \Oo'alcr colour. 
a11ribute"J 10 AdQJ( l litlt'r v.iah a 
\Jew to cl.11rifving \~ hcthc-r. jn rac1, 
l.Jltl<lr "''113 1hcir autlwr. and co 
t h4.':fl p reparing a r c:por-1 on ou r ('CJ' 

iseare-h~~ IO be d" ll ' '4'red prio r to 
lhe prop·c~MXS c:chibilivi' of 1hto 
painting-> to t:ikc pl.;llC'C' ~• the- md 
ot JUf\C'. 
The jXlintlnjpl "~l'r p.a1·t of the le· 
&•·~·of thlJ 1n i1llSICI', lf.4,."1i:l1'llfo Si\!iC'· 
ro. and h.a\'c been for 11i01nc tim<' in 
11.e Cu-itody ol the drawinJ.s <k
pa.rtmmt of UK" Uffiti, ·rou~·d 1n 
a numlx•r or sets. \Ve rccciV<:d nQ 
in fonna1ion Fron' th"' hallan side 
(In 1hc histol')' of 1he paiuting~. \Ve 
\\·ere tokl ooly Lhat fro1n 1943 Otl· 
wan!t Si\it'ro \!oorkcd on 1hc In· 
cing of tirt ,,·orks r~rno''ed fr'(l1t1 
lt11ly by 1h1: Cfc1mttnli anJ after tht: 
end or 1h1,1 w.-r \\.:'l$ of(lclr1llv enlnt· 
''~ " ilh their tttrlc,•I. 'J n ¢31" 
ryi.ng OUI th.ls t.aSJt it i1> probable 
that he ram"" in10 pc>s$tssJon ol 1hC' 
nbo\<e ffi<'"utionied pgiruing.5. On re
quest, ''>e \Vere also lnrun ned 1h1u 
the let.Ger. fll.IJJ laincd rt0 J <H:-u1n..-n1 ~ 
'Ahich m ~hi clarify 1~ his.lot')' of 
the t¥iY111y ".ll¢r a>Jours. 

l . ln111 rumcn1• (Ir ref~lllrl."h 

In our r\'&1~:1,rch "~ u..._•d 1he fo ll.., 
' ' ir..g sou f'CC'~ 
I. Ad<>l/ l/11ler ol$ M•ltr- u,,d I.Lich· 
nitr, Ein \Vt:'rlckalalu,t d.t:,- Ol&~m/11-
,/.:. ;\querc-lle. Zcio::h111111 i;t!1t lttt<I ; I,.. 
1.•llite k t111'.fk{t;;J.'.11, Ec.ti tctl by .Oilly F. 
Prloe, Z.ue., S"ill.ef'land 1983 (ci1cd 
a.s ~c .-nd the ourn~r of tllot' 
paintinv. 

·rhir. C'a1[1losu c \\•h lch wns. thC' rl l"81 
a11cmp1 ot ceriif)lnJ l~i t ler's pru
doc1ton '" painttt and draught~ 
Al.W n•ull be u~ ~Ith cau1ion not 
only bcc.iu~ it nlliliiO in<'ludes ch" 
forgeric~ of Koomll Kuja u, sin<:~ 
di&c0ve1 ed. but ulS11 bt't-..ausc 111' 
olMr imptteision:i 11nd error$. 
l.. ~mcnt.s o( the- x~· tonal Sc> 
cialis1 Pnrly Central Archi\C'¥ 
(NSDr\P) In lhc NS 26 K('ti.011 of 1hc 
Fed ernl A1-chi,·es of Koblcnz (ch.:.•d 
as BA wl1h htdlc.a1lon1o). 11le F\"dc
ral An:-h1\('"") contain o s<ric':ti ol 
Phot.oaropl1i( n.:p11'~~. and 6001C" 
1imc3' al .. o positi"c-s, niadc i 11 1hc 
NSDAP Archl\<es o( nil l·llll,·r't 
paio1ing9, \\1hlch '-'trc bou.gh1 b~ck 
by ihe ~n:tariat (S1ab)of1hc Fi.It.. 
ttr' .s rc~1a1hc (.a1MI ~"bM'> 
quien1 ly b)' I-I cs.s's St"Cn:1aria1,or cl• 
$e they were len1 1cmpor:uil)' to 
1he Arx<hh·cs by their owners fu r 
lhe pul')>O~ or r,•g.i!!ICJ'ing l~·m. 
Abo\-e all. from 19141 and lL'llil the 
ou:b~~k of lhe ''-oar IM:'!< An:hi\~ 
dcv<-lo.~'IC'd 1:1 considerable activity 
on \\lh1ch \\TCJ'C b 3ll<"d r. number of 
l i5lf> no1 ~ubsequt"n1ly 001npll'tt'i;I: 
Ill<': follo" ing descrip1ions are C'On
lalned 1n lht tnck>wr.-:s: 
Enclos:urt' A · l ist of 2.l \irater co
lou r$ rc:·purcha~.;I. 
linclO&Ur't' n · Lisi ( 1( 10 Wtllcr CO• 
lours hy l l iller in 1hc: J'IUM>CSs.ion ttl 
Or. Alfn'd De1ig. VM!nna ''~ith ell· 
1ncnsion<1). 
Enclosure C . ,\1anuscrlp1 Us• uf 1.a 
\VUl<: r colours by llll lt·r fro n1 1hc 
Ctn1r;;.I Archl\·es of lht: NSl>AP or 
"'11.ich tlk' painter Fritz :0-tUhl· 
bn:ch1 of St~h.ebach Md rr~ c»
pil.':i, p:ir 1ly on d m"•lr1i. pnper, p.'\,.. 
1ly. on li l'l\:\"llllly rrcti lcd pho1og r1l· 
J>lu c pa1x•1•; 1)11 th e upp\•r l'ig-lu n1t1f"o 
•In is lht'" dl\ lc 171h Feln'Ua.rv 19l9. 
ElKbutt D • Manu~.,.. u~. of 
lO 1>3jntiJ1gs b) Hitlt-r. 1tN: subjtt-111 
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be U-1.g n1.-.lnly i\tuni( h, \\•Ith dlmcn· 
.sions and anno1<1Lions tx'.ltulng to 
copie s ntade by painters (an1ong 
1hc1n pl>01ogrtiphi1; t:1Jpie:i «ilou• 
red by h:i.nd). to their 0\\'11ers, Ltnd 
10 indic~tions vr 1he oeg~tive$ 1>r~ 
served in the Archives. 

3. The Paintings 

(n lh ¢ C0U1'$¢(1[ an C,:,\:Ulltinalion o r 
the paintings in Lhe llffjz;. thc.-v \\\ .... 
re put inl(I \\'h~11 se-en1e d lo u :s ·10 be 
a logit.:.t1l orde1· based on u1e('('I}' ex· 
1c1·naJ criteria, ~u'1d elas.slOeci ,,·tih 
1>1-ogressi,•¢ ourt)bcn; (tiled us 1~1 
and the oun1i>:?r of Lhc p.:i.lntlnW. 
The follo,,•i11g dcs.cr lpt ion.s oon•~~in 
indico1tions on 1hc dU11cnsions of 
1he painting, previous O\\'IK:fS t:.1c., 
t1~ken fron1 the d(lcun1c.:nls of lhc 
NSDAP Ccn1rat Arch i\-CS and Pr i· 
ce's c:i1::iJog,1e. 1\f1cr the dcscl'ip
Lio n there foll~.,,,.,$ a c:ri1icnl a naly· 
sis or 1hc infonn;11 ion gi\lhered 10 
cl::irify the ~01hentici 1y or the j):1h1~ 
li.Ug $, 
We hove tutal)'.scd the Collo\~·ini; 
pain1ings; 

I . Victtno. J. licJ1a(!/ekirclt~ (fl·I) 
Tille and sig:n::i turc: Lb ... \\lien, 
Kohln1t\rk1fi\,ic,;h:l..:lclsirt he & O~i· 
l::iufel'h::iusJA. Hf1lcr''. 
Size; ZJ X..27.S cro. (sheet 29 X37 
cm.t 
Anno1<11ion6: on Jo,~·cr 1nargio of 
rc.o.cu>. in mnnu.sc ripl "Around $ ;.'!· 

rne , ... id th on ::ill sides 29 l /2-37 .. ; on 
\'crw . rn;:1nuscript " 'J'he plc1ure 
h::is l'>Cco frt1n1c-by S, i\torJ,tcns1c,:.rn. 
w1 eN 1x, L.ichl <!-11s1einsir..1.ssc 4. 
Ul!H o'' '"cr: f<•bbro Pr~1gct, \\'fen, 
Florisd<Jrff l 7. S.JS. Sch. Str.·• 
Sh<.-el lo;:(• loose tn pa$Scpat'lOul 
whh 1i1lc prinu:d on 1hc IO\\'Cr 
margin "A.d<tlf J<litlcrf\\ficn ~1ich:\· 
c l<.•kirc.hc und .t>rciluufcrht1u.s", 

z. l'ie11t11.i.. ScJ1011a11or{fl ·2) 
Tlltc: r.b. lil gothlc $C1·ipt " Ah 
\\1icn1Scho 11cnt(lr 1859" 
Sigl)cd: l.b. gothic "A.H.", 
Site: 20 X 15.2 Cl'u {Sheet 1SX 20 
«Ill) 
A11no1a d on.s: vel'$0, rl)a nuse;rip1, 
s;.unc annolalion ;.1s on t"l·l v.·Hh 
prhucd tiLle "AdQlr HillerJWlcn 
Scho1centho1"0

, 

PRJCB n. 180 size 20x 15.l cm 

3. VitrJut<:, Neu(!.$ Rallta11s (Fl ·3) 
Sign.;:d; 1.h. "'A. l'(il l.:1"· 
Size: 20.3X23.5 CUl 

Annota tions: o o l'C( l'O fn c ublftu'm 
gothic char aC1<:.rs: "1\ coordlng to a 
rcpon b_y the Ffihi-cr's A.D.C .• S~ 
Brig{1defU.h.rer Jullu.s Sch~ub, 1hc 
Fiihrcr and Ch;~n.;.;.ello r h<Ui dech•· 
red that 1his vtatct colou r is no1 bl 
his hand . "l0h¢ FWu·er {u~d c;haocc · 
!o r denies being Lhe author o r this 
pf~b1 lln g.. Bcrli.n. 10th J.-1(1)' 1937. 
Fo r the RcichsfUhrcr of the SS and 
chief or the Germ.an police at the 
1\tinis:Lery of IJl.:: l1uctlor, si!;'l)Cd 
"Wol{f ' (ro1.1 nu6c r i pt) SS · 
Cn.ip~n.fUJ1rcr :111d c.hief or 1he 
J)Cl' .S-Oonl sec rctaril:1l o f 1he 
Re ichsfti h l'l~r·SS". 
PRJCE n . ZS-0 size 20.Sx 2J,5 c1n 
BA: Nega1ivc NS 2612 13112: 
NSDA.P C.cnt~I An:.hives rec.xtrd 
with indication of nc1;talivc and s i· 
ze 20.S x 2J.S. 
"4. tl ir.n11n, Pc r/{11111en1 (Fl-4) 
Signed: r .h . ··A. Hitll.'r". 
Size: 26~'i X 41.6 cm 
Annotations: verso " i;runde ! 
{64 X4$)" 
PRICE n. 24S. s ize 27X 4 1.S c.1n 
.BA: Poshit't. NS 26/4lal34 on the 
back o f " 'hleh is 11\c Sl~IJ)Jp or l hC 
NSJ)AP Cc~n1ral A.IT.hit•es \vith the 
indic-a1ion " 2l 3/12 (from lnos. 
bruck)" and further, Lbe a nno 1a-
1ion by hand '"Parlan1cnto and R~l· 

h:1us in \ 'ie.nna (st'-"<>nd piec-e!) Size 
27X ..,l .5. Orig:i11al boug:ht fl)r lhc 
Filhrcr fron1 the properly of F'1·ani. 
Fdler. lnnsbn.1ck (:\l ay 193S}" 
5. Vieu11a. 1>arl i11n1en1 (f'f·S) 
Sit;1)l'.d: r.b. " A. Hi1ler" 
S i:-.c-: 26X4\ .3 1;rr1. 1h.: p.'&lntln~ is 
fra1nl.°d and under t;:l ::as.s. Size of 
franlc 52.3 X67 c1u 
Ao1lOt ::t1ions: v~rso r.b ., 1ur.trtU· 
Kfipl, ••i 06t" 
PRICE 0 . 247 sizi: 27 X4 1.5 CIU 

tlA; Ne,l!,tti,·e NS 2612t 311: 
NSD . .\P (:Cn1raJ ;\rc hivcs l'«Ol'd 
\Vlth 3rt0l)l:ttlon.s "rnnde o n b a.<i i.s 
of re produc • l<>nlViennes e 
Ol'iglnal", 

6. Vie11r1c.i. J'uel'$/Jtrg />tJ!a" (Pl -6) 
Tii lc : r.b., i n go1hic "' 'h1icn.l1\ucr5-
lJi:.r);:·Pal~ is" Sitple<I: Lb .. cursive 
" A.H." 
Site: 18.5 x 27 c m 
A.nno lalions : \'Cl'SO, ttt .;1nuscrlp1 
"COJ'll(>lt:1e{?) 1 C r .. 
PRICE n. 226, si·1,c 16X24 cm 
BA: Nep,a1ive !'1od posit i\·e NS 
261'213113: NSD/lP Ccn1ral Archive$ 
record ' vi1h siic 18.SX 26.S c1n 
Pa:r1icularity: On the lo'''c.:r lcf1 
1nal'g.iJ1 In fro1u of a fi~re pullin" 
a sntnll c:;u·t dic.:n: is tt ~n1::ill 1S'n1u(e 
ge o f colour '''hich is tt1so c~gn.i · 
vible ()fl ~he pt)l)lograph PRICE n, 
226). 

7. Vi~11no, A.ttl!l'SPftl Pala(.'l? (Fl·7} 
Tide: r,b. golhic, · 1\oc rs:pectt Pa.
l:tis'" 
Signed: l.b. l!Othl <:, "1\ , l•J itltr'' 
Si<t<!: 20.l x 27 ,6 c n1 (Sh ee1 
2 1 x l l3.S) 
PltlCE n. 22.S, site ISX 16 cm. 
B.I\: Negative NS 26.12 13118; 
NSDAf' Ct t1tF.1l A1-chh-es r.:.·col'd 
"·hh size 20.sxzs cn1. 
S. i1ienua, Ratu-nstarll (Fl·8) 
Tit.le: r.b. " Alt . \\1ien/Al1¢n$tadl" 
Signed~ tb. "A. Hiller .. 



Siu: 22 X3.l.6 c rn . The p.-iin1ing is 
{r;oncd and under a lnS$ 
Sil.e of frautc 4S.5x 60.5 ccn. 
1\nno1~11ioJl S.: verso, manuscrip1 
"284 1"", 

9. Vienna. Kttrlskircll tt (F1·9) 
Sl~oi:d ~ r.b., 1111dc:;rlt11ed ";\ , 1'Jitler' ' 
Size: 25.9X 17.'5 c1n and nnnota· 
tions 0 11 1tW! ~~Js1enee (Ir a n~ntlve 
n. 2060/f in 1he Ceu1r::JAr<:'h.i\•cs of 
lhC" NSO . .\P <1>roof no lonser 011alla· 
blc in the 1~ 1\) 

10 . Vienna. ScJ1iinbruun (fl.J(t) 
't'i1/c.: :.ind .sir,nnluro:: l.b., gothic, 
"Wi~nJSchOnbrunncr Llnie.11\ , l•Ji· 
l l<.:r'' 
Size: t4x 20 c1u (S heet 15.SX 1.S 
cm} 
;\nnotation&: IO\\-.!r n1a r&}n recu), 
1uru1uscr ip1, "112 Cr." 
f'RICE n. 290, slie l tlX28 cnl. 
BA: Pos i.1ive NS ?0/213!14; su.unpcd 
on bnck NSOAP Cc111ral Archi\'CS 
' vith iudicu1ior) 213114 ph1.s PoSil i ~ 
ve o f 1•e1ro wi1h an o~tl s1~u11ping, 
d ifficl•lt to •>e<:Ot.tfll tc. probably 1h.;; 
Jllar k of 1he £r.uu-er Sanluc} i\tor· 
gcn~"tern; NSDAl' CentF...J At<:h1ves 
1•ecotd '\•i1h si,..e 14>< 20 cnt. 

11 . t1ienna, /1a ratlttisgttl'1I (Fl· I I) 
l'i1le: Lb,. gothic "\\lie11/1.'0['{1dels
g:.lr 1I" 
Sign« ic r'.b .. iJOthi\':, ",\.I-filler''. 
S ize: 14.l )( 19.S e-tJl (She( I 29 X31.S 
cnt) 
Anno1a1ion.s: ver:w. n'1aousccipt, 
" Ligh.1 o f 1>a.sse1xtrtou1!/snl:all 
(43X3l)" 
PRJCE n . 2S8. no size. 
B1\ : Ncga1ive and p(ls11lve NS 
l61213/23; Ct~ntrt• I Art:hiv" r'egi · 
s1er NSOAP v.1i th si'l.c 15.lx20.I 
c1'n ::ind 1>r'(1Yenanc:e '' Pras,ct, 
\\'ien''. 
Pnr1iculnril)r: 1he last thrx·e lcth:rs 
o( the ti1le "P::i r~u:lefSJ,?:lr1I" are co
,·ercd by a si11udi;.::. (1'llc s1uud!!C is 

uo1 \'isiblc on the photogr:1;ph, (lta• 
Han tr~uts1utor's note} 
J 1. Vienna, Afic/z r.i:tr:rptnJ: (Pl· l2) 
Tille: r .h .• go1hic. "\VicLt.~Ucha· 
~lerplatt. Pc\'.:.ilr1ufcnfhr1us'' 
Sig:n,;_·d: Lb .. gothjc, ··A. Hitk•.r'' 
Size: 25.S X 18 c rn. 
Ob.sc 1'\~1tions: the pic:t l• l"C ln 1ts 
dravtlng is :alnlO.SI identical 10 PRJ· 
CE u. 17.l. i1le anou1alies occur in 
1he disposition of 1hc fivie figures 
in the Slll•<ll'C in rront of the Mi.
ch~l('kll'ch~. in 1l1e IO\\'<!'r " 'in· 
dov.·i; of the bell tO \\"¢f, in the aha. 
do''' on the church and ln the 1\VO 
figu<-C:S 1nissing fro m th( (~.,~de or 
1he beJI 1ov.'1".1' \\'hlch. are seen in 
PRICE 1\. 173. 
13. Vieuna. 8 urg1!1e,nc:r (Yl· JJ) 
Title: r.b., gothic, " \\'l<!nJ'Burg· 
·rhcater" 
Sl!;llC:d: l.b., sn1hic. " A. Hider" 
S i·.i:c: l 4.2X 20c:i1l($h(!o.;t 16.6X21 .8 
cm) 
PRJCE l'I. 270 si1.e 26.SX 36 
UA: Nl·gali\'e (size 14 X.20 c1u) and 
posi1lve NS 26.'2 1311.S; 
NSDAP Ccn1ral Archiv~s rctu1·d 
" 'Ith size {b•~'(lrrect) 18..5 x 26.S C1n. 
l4. Viettnd, Burg1/ie~uer (l~J .l4) 
Tit le:: r.b. " AJI• \\1icnt8urg1f~~llC l" 
(the uppc.r line of \•oriting is paler) 
Sign~ '"A. Hi1ler (or Hi rLlcr?) 
Cu l W'!d y, lued (Ion j):'l.SSCpa~tQul, 
r('clo. \\•itb "' fine pencil stro ke, 
" JOJXJ/Dc (?)" {could pcrhn.~'>.S be 
rc;1d us .. I O!Xfl)c (?}") 

15. Vlc-r1r1a, Scl:o11euki fClie {Fl· 15) 
·ride <tnJ sign:•tur'<'": " \Vien I Schil· 
1cnki rehe / A. Hi1lcl'" 
Size: 2 1 x 28 c n1 (Sh.::\'t 29.Sx 33.4 
cm) 
A1lnoi:11 lons.: on 1r>e p:i.sscp:-t1'1(1111 
<111 1h¢ ins ide, in p~ncil "4835" 
Obs.ct·va1ions: d iffe rent f1·001· 1hc 
<Hh~r p.ifntlngs In oolour 1( (;.hni· 
que for the O:u use (diffuse) or O<'h· 

re t(lno;:.:5 ilJ 1hc (k11ninant colou r. 
1hc figures <H'C.: (1lso s11·iktng being 
bll}.gcr a.nd n1o re fuJly dra'''n lhan 
in liil~cr'.s 01.h.er v.-ater (;(tfOUI"$: (It 
1s so111e1ln1es possible 10 n1akc out 
their fur.;(,s), 

16, V!en11a, K i1·c/Je A1<1ri(t «ttr Cf:$1<'· 
tl<{ff.16) 
Sig:no1.>d: Lb. "A. fiiller' " 
Cut <Wd slued 0 11 Passt·p~rtou1: 
27.ZX 18 c tn 
PRtCE n. 289, si\~e 17 X9.S Cl\) 
8 .1\: Nee,'!lti,·e NS!2J3l21, positive lq 
s<.-clion NS 26/vort. 65; 
NSDAP Ccn1ral Archi' 'e5 r~~ord 
v.·i tli sti e l8 X27.S C1'n ::i.nd indic:i· 
t io 11 of l:tst C\\'llCf Prt•~t' I\ 

17, 1\·lonlcl1, l lo{brlJ'.ulrau$ (FJ.17) 
Tille: J.b. "1\ti.°lnchenikl. l-lolbF.ill· 
b3us" 
Signed: r',b. '"/l. l-liller" 
S ize : 2 ~ .8 x 28. 3 c-rr1 (Shce • 
3?.?X4S.S <:nl) 
PRICE n. 386. '~·ilh M ¢r'1'0r in the 
inscrlp1 i°'l; s i1.e 21.4 x 28.3 en,; 
lndicu1ior' thn1 •he pictu re <l is~p· 
r.iert1'ed ~1 an ~uct ion in 1976, 
BA: Nci;:11i"c NS 26t2J l/2:5. 
18. /tfu1Ud1, Vik1uclietur1ark1 n1i1 
Pr:rl.'r.'>kirclu.' (fl · I 8) 
Til le: r.b. "~•iJn<:hen I \fi ktuclien· 
l\\ttrkl I P.:ten kiro;:hc J 191~" 
Slgo-ed: Lb. " .i\. Hi1l.:.·r" 
S ize: 3(t .... XJ3.5 c.111 Lhc Jlic1ure is 
nlotu11c:d o n paper and \vith chis 
support s lued on to cardbo;~rd. 
PRICE. u. 3i3. s lt.e 22X2{) cm 
B.~: NSDAP Cenlr~1l Arobi\'e rcco1-d 
" 'ith indiea1ion (>( U¢ill'.I ' i\'e 8 I 82/ 1: 
th e 11cs,-ative uo longer at'<~iluble: sl· 
7.¢ 1101 U1die(11cd. 
19. ,\ lunicil, ,,1/1u Stouil~n,,ir n,,r 
Pctttl"$b.;:,·g/ (F'l-19) 
Ti 11c: l.b. · ·~• linehe1\i'Sta11desa1n1"' 
Sig:sH~d : r.b. " A. l(i licr" 
C111 011 p<tsscpar1ou1: 38.2x 25.4 c1n: 
1hc pic1u1·e- i s (r.u,~d and unde!" 
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gf(1.ss; frau~e s ite 6"1.8X52.l crn. 
Annolations: on re1 m "2060" 
l"RICf n , 394, si:ic 39x 22 cot. 
BA: Neg-ativ.:: NS 26/t70/3; NSOAP 
Ce1u 1'3.I Archl.,.cs r.:.·co1·d \\' i1h si~e 
26X 39 c 1n. provcnantc (fl'.llse) 
" \Veinmiillcr'" and d1?scrip1ion (f aJ. 
se) " J"elcrsbergJ JI" 
20. A111r1iclr. Altes S1<1n<lestv1u wtr 
J•et~r-sbergl (Pl.20) 
Ti1le; r.b. ' "Milnchen/St;.1ndcs<ont"' 
S igo.::d: t b. "A. Hit ler .. 
S ize: S heel 32.6 X 24.1 (;rn. 
S hec1 gJued to open~1b lc 1msse:par· 
IOUl. 

4. Exan1tn11tlun ol lhe •ulhenUctly 
of iDCIJvid\Lal pllfulfngil 

All 1\\'Cnty \\'alCt colo-u~ or t he- Sl· 
vicro leg;1(;y a re signed " ·i1h 1hc n .-1~ 
111e of Hiller. Since not only in lal· 
1ef y.~ars bul e' 'er since l~i1Jer be
c-amc Chancellor. fake pain1ings i1l 

bjs n:~l'ue " 'ere In <:ir't1Jlr11ion, '''C 
have had to 1ake inlo account the 
fac1 1h~11 in SOl'J'•e cns.:.-.s " 'e mtghL 
b-ave tO ~-.~:1mine old rt1kcs, 0 .$ is 
c.er1ainly t he cn..se \vitb f l 3, 
Ou r n:.st~~u·ch \ V:lS impeded by 1he 
hi~t th.-u three of t he po1ituings {I.re 
fra,ned and could oot be o pc11.:.·d 
(Fl s. s. 19) <u'1<l l\\'O () l flCl'S ::ire 
glu'-·d co the pn..,s.epnr1out so that i1 
\"3S hnpossible 10 exrunine 1he re-. 
tro 01' cslabfish t he CXtlCl size or 
1J1e painting (Ir of t he idicct. 
,\ s, reg:1rd.s 1h~ pr(lblero or t he fa li i· 
fications of Ht1lcr's pain1ings ii 
c::i.n be said. above ::all, t hat lhis 
musl cc.•nainly be e:<c-.ludcd "'hen 
1hc paln1 ing under exa 1nl1lilli<11l l.-. 
fU'und ~lnlong the d Q\.'1.lttlCRIS ur the 
dcp;u·1mcn1 c rc<il<d (or the colJcc· 
1ion ~.1.nd rei(Js1 ration of Hitler'$ 
p.-iln1ings ill tbe Cen•r~J Ai-chives 
of the NSO.l\P t)r :it Hess's s.:.·c rclo· 
1•i:it, havh'•t!: the~ b.:.·e 1l j udged to 
be nu 1he nt ic. 

1\ fu rthe r diffleul1y han_gs on 1he 
f:ic1 1.hat t he o nly descrip tio n of 1he 
p<linti.ng cou1nin.::d irl 1J1cse docu· 
1ucn1s is in sufric ient to idet\lify it 
beeau$C 11unlerous subjcc1i>, espe
('.ially as, reg;1rds \tiCJ~n~ :uid \\'u· 
1llch. " 'ere: p•ain1ed !'C\'<«l't1J Utncs by 
l~i1lel'. C.Crt:iio proor i s, lhere(ore, 
only possible \\•here there (..'(iSIS a 
1~ho1vsr:i~'>h a nd w h.:.·re 1he p~tin· 
1 ing is presented r1s authen1 ic in 
1he C(trresp<>ndencc and Jis1s o( 1he 
Ccntr;il Arehi\'es o( the NSDAP. 
PhOIQgl'aphic d <>CUJll<:,Ol S u r •he 
Ccn1ral Ar(;hi ,-es of lhe NSDAP 
exist fol' lhC rollo\.\'ing painling.s 
, .,,hose iu1ther1tici1y c:11) thererol'C 
be con.sid.:.·rcd c.:.·r1ni11: f.J 4. 5. 6, 7, 
10, J t, 13, 16 an d 19. 
The ind ic;11 lo ns COfltlll n e rl In 
Price's catalogue. on the oth~r 
h l'nd, \ \':1n·an1 lh 1le crcdc1\C~ s in· 
ce. as we bavcal 1·e(1dv $aid, 1J1ev i1"" 
(.ludc f'«'.Cll l fa l.sifiC:.t1\ons by ' Ku· 
jnu nnd do not difre.ren1 i~1e a' au 
bet''''~e•l geoui1le a nd dubious 
pain1ings (to the e~teni 1h~1 l he ca· 
lltfosue a 11r il'>utes to Hider chc 
pain1 if1S Fl .l which \\'OS dcch1rctl 
to be f--.ilsc by l•)illcr hhn$C:l f (PRl· 
CE. n , 259). 
Co1nbining 1he info1·roa1 ior\ con1n_i. 
ncd i n t he d<ie-un1enl-S of die Ccn
lrol Archive s (If t he NSDAP nnd va· 
rious clues on 1he Flo 1•t:1lllne oris:i· 
1la ls, one ca n. ho"·e,'e r, d¢!.:idc on 
the <\l lributioo of the n::nla ining 
p:.tintings, ev1~n &hou 3h 1.hcr-.:: re-
mains roo1n for disc u.ssiou on the 
degree of cenairlt)' in indi\•iduul 
c:isc s. 
The ou1ln~n 1iehy of 1he ,,~1intings 
Fl I :a.nd Fl 2 i s cerlitiOO beyond 
doubt by t he h11nd\\1Ti1cen ohscrva· 
lions. ccrtatnly au1h.::1uic, ttnd ini· 
1ialted by 1he th~~n Reichsam1$lei· 
1e rSchui1c·S1ra1hnus. t hi." lus t pt~r· 
son responsible for t he col1cc 1 ion 
of Hi1lcr"s pttinti ngs nt the scc1·c1n• 

riat of ~tc-ss (a «ipv of the si(tn~lu · 
re of Schuhe-S1rothaus is n1101ch<-'d 
tis En-closure E}. f'ul'l h¢r, Lhoi: ::iu· 
1hc-n1 icity of Fl 2. is also p1'0\'Cd b)' 
itS sub~"Ct according 10 Enclosures 
A ;.tnd C (respe<:1ivc1y nQS, 16 !'Ind 
l 7) and tha t of Fl I a<:cording lO 
Enc:losl1n.: C (n. 5). 
Tf1c idco1i1yof the l\\'O .. 1orc.n1lne 
pain1triss \Vlth those ci1cd in the 
li$1S o f lhc CcnlrA1 ;\xchi t'eS of t he 
NSOAP c:in11ot be doubled. above 
all becau se in 1 h~ '"~lists the sub
jects f' Ko hln1::ark1. ·~tichaclckir· 
chc. Orcil<lufe1·haus: :;.od Sct1(111en· 
t(lr'') OCCUI' o nly once. ~u1d t•s 1'c
g<1r<ls n , 16 of E.J1Clf).Sure A (corr.;-. 
S~')011dlng 10 f:t 2 Scho u enlor) : he 
pre\'10o$ O\t•n e 1· is indicnii:d as Prn· 
gcr hj111.self, In 1hc second pla~ in 
Enclosure A 1hc rc-pw'th~1sc date 
Ss es 1abl lshed as Au gu ,; 1-
Scp1c1nbcr 1938 ~'1d 1he [1J)J~Ot3• 
1too by Schuhe.S1rtuht\\1.s C'-l\rried 
the date I 7 ,S.3$. 
The anncnntion of forgery o n 1he 
rc1ro 0£ fl 3 Is undoubted!)' au· 
1heo1ic. e-.-en if for 1he identifi1; n. 
1ton of Ka rl V-1olf('s $ig11ttlure I 
1nus1 re ly cnl irc1y <in my memo1")' 
:as it .... :ns not possible to ob1:).ln 3 
copy in Or"d<.':I" 10 co1n pan:1 1h.:.-1n. 
Ho\\'C-\'Cr. tit.is prO\'CS 1h::i1 t he p:'ihl· 
1i ng 1, a fo rgery. ond s tylis lict•lly. 
too, 11 differs fronl the \\~Her ~ 
lours snfelv t1t1ribu1nblc ;o l..t il lcr. 
A$ regn1-ds. t he subject of t he " Rat· 
zens111d1t" or 1hc paint-ins; F1 S. Prl· 
«'S Ctlt :LIO_!{UC &ive s roll ( ()lh.Cr 
exM.'l1)les of , vhich :at 1.:.•a st one 
{PRJC E n . 257), Qll<:e io 1hc J>O$$C$o 
s ioo of t l hler's, •'>h4'.l tographcr and 
confident, l·l einr-1¢h J..lo rfntrul1l, 
1nay safety be w nside1·eJ :iutho!.n_. 
1 ie. Yet C\'('fl if I he S~UU\' subject 
ctln be Cound in (II her " iorks by Hi-
1lcr lhe 1·e is r;0 hi.sloric;_,) proof or 
1h<: ~t1t1b1u lQn 10 Hi1l.:.·rof f'l 8. lu 
t his c-Jse ttbsolute cert~inty could 
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only~ 1-eachC(l 1hrough chcntico· 
1ec!1nic~I a n :1lysi.s ond stylistic tt· 
"nt'Ch. i'IQ\\Tever. s tarling fr'Qsn 
Olll' )o1Q\vled(:(' (tf 1he Sl}1lc- or 1hc 
nu1ht:1uic pnil1liU¥S:, nothine, :11 
fi1'51 ~ance, G,QeS n.gnins.1 1hc atu·i· 
b ulio n 10 J.licler or lhls j)ttlntlni. 
l l 1e 11101if of the \1icnnesc K:u·IS< 
kirchc (Fl 9) Is documcn1:11ed 14 ti· 
m~ in PRICE and is. 1.hus 1..he sulJ.. 
je't't n-.ost oftet'I p~intetl b)' Hit ler. 
't'he svurce ci1cd by PRICJ! is old 
(Or. f'riC'G~11.:k} and is co11\•nlida1(·d 
by lhe il1dlc-:.ttio u .s or lh~ Central 
J\r<:hi \'CS of 1he NSOAP. Even 
1f>0ugh 1h<: pt101oer:'\1h Is no longer 
11·~ceitbie li1 i he fe< e1'a t Archives 
\v.! c~ con$.lder t.his pa in1 ing au· 
1hen tic o n <l bt1..si1S o f 1he$e lolUcn· 
1loos bu1 :-ilso bc<"'JUse of il !S s 1yf<:. 
Very probnby Fl 9 cotres1>0nd.li to 
priir11i11g n. 12 of Enclosu re'' · th\? 
only p~tit\I h t(t (If lhe K~1·ls.kirche by 
Hitler 1hu1 rould h:;ve bt:efl re+ 
put'Ch:'.l.S·~·I b.)' the •iess SCCJ'C(<U; UI 
(1939) ttnd w nscquen1ly feti$ten.·d 
in 1he Cen1rol Archi\'CS. of 1he 
NSOAP. 
In the c:1se ()( Fl l4 \\'C cnn only nHL· 
kc u fc ,v suppQSitlons l\ f regar<L<i 
i1s autho r. J-1 14, like Fl 13. lsaoi> 
thcr rain• ln,s of 1he Butf lh\::t1cr. '' 
cnoti Jis:lcd fi ,-c time$ oy PRI CE.. 
The abbrc ,•in1 ion " Oc" 1nust su rtl)' 
rcfe1· 10 ~tll). a suro:un~ '''h ich 
c:iu. in i1s 1urn. be ' inked ti) 1he 
Cenlral ;\ ((:hi\1es of 1h(" NSDAP or 
rnlher 10 1hc l<l<::S$ $CC:ret:.1·i:i1. ln 
1he list of Alfred Oeli!!'.s coll¢¢1loo 
(sec £1H;los11re 13) Fl 14 <loe-s not oc· 
cur. But 1hi:s is c.~plain::ible if one 
ln t~'11re1 s. 1he da1e \Vri11cn on 1he 
p~1s..scpt1r1ou t f 1$ ttie d ate qf purcha· 
s.c. ·rhc n10ti''C fol' ,.,.hich the pre
vious q ,vne1'$hlJ) or Oe1ig n1iglu be 
conside red do ub1ful cno ooly b(" 
(!icplttlned 1h rm1gh sup~)OS. i l ions, lf 
on<' consid er$ 1he d a 1c 
Oc1oberlNo,·e:nbcr 1941 n.s 1he <l> 

1c of pw-ch:i.se b)' tht ~fess secreta· 
ri:1t (or 10 f,(' 1not'<' precise, by l l t'.>r" 
n1ann) in 1hat case 1l1e painting re· 
ti•st<'r'\:d a s n. Jl in E.nclvsure C 
ronua1 correspond lo fl 14 sil1~ 
1h i$ Ii.st IEncl()Sl•re q '~·::is cont~)i· 
lctl io 1939. It is 11n1ch Jl.'l() re p1'0b<)· 
ble that It ,·cfe rs 10 Fl l3. a p,.1.in· 
1ing lhat v.·a.s rt prodoccd bv MOI· 
btea~h "ftQr'l'.I a COJ)j ' of unkno'~"' 
pro,·cnnnce", on f,hotOg:l'Opic p.'l.· 
per ~u1d c-Oh"lured >y hand (cf. Eu· 
c lo su re C), Since in the case of Fl 
13 \ \'C h:u·e nol Ix-en ublc- lo cs•a· 
bli.sh \\'hc1hcr II \\!~ p:iiil1cd on 
photogn1ph_i ;,; p;-pcr, 1h i1S iodic> 
1ion expla ins nl !("'..1Sl 1he inc:<:a.._:1i-
1udc of 1he siu indl~lcd on the re+ 
gis1er of the Ccn1r<1I AJ~hi,'Q. The 
au1hen1 l~:ion (Ir Fl 14 cno be 1n :t· 
de ''' ii h ccrtahu y only by ch c.nllc.•l 
n1ld Sl}'l is1ic an:ilysis. Fro111 u rin:l, 
c\•cn supcrrici::il, s1yll$tic 001n parl· 
son 1herc. is no nolt1ble diffe fcncc 
bet,vecn thl$ a nd a u1he11tlcn1cd 
p~tin1ings . so 1h;;11 '''C c~lll consl<lc.1· 
It, '"Ith SOfne rese l'\'r& li(uls. nut hen· 
tic. 
Th\' suhjm of f1 IS, lht SkotlCn· 
klrehc, c ited t\~·icc in th e PlUCE 
ai1<ll~ue, i$ not docu,ne n1a1(·d in 
the Ccn1rnl ;\r(;;hivcf (tr the 
N"Sr>AP. Fur1her. i1 does not corr~ 
spo11d stylis1ically 10 I-Ii tier's. othe r 
\\'l)r'ks becnu.llc- of the 111Q1}t)1()ne 
u se o( l tlC colOl•r ochre. 1'he figt1· 
res in the foreground, 100, ha ve co
rne Qtll blr;gcr. E,·en allowing. for
th <' f-Jct 1h;i1 Ut 1his c:ise Hi1lcr 
nti>;)'it h:t\'e " 'an?cd 10 1n;;1kc an ex· 
r.crin1cn1 tvlth die colours att 1he 
tib'11rc.s. 1hc cou\'<''l!~~occ (Ir OO•h 
these $lJ:•l ls1ic ::inornnJie.s ~· s '''ell t•.s 
lhe :siiniln.rh;• of 1he c1>ll)ur.s 10 1h~ 
s.e, of tl1~ forget)' ~I 3 :sl•ggo::.sl 1h:.l1 
this pi1Jn1h1g, LOI), IS 3 f~1kc . 
Th<' <--nse of f . IS is p1'0bl~~ 1'n!llical. 
:"I palru irl t \vhich. innsftu· u.s o ne 
cun 1n;1ke out gj\·en 1he 1'.l()llr qu:.tli· 

1 v of 1hc 1·cp1·Q<·Juc1 ion, i$ ide1u ical 
10 PRICE n. 373. It is not p0:ssible 
10 say \Ylth ce1·ta i1ny ' ' 'hC'1hcr 1he 
rcgis1ru1ion 1;ooscrved ltt 1he F("d~· 
r~ I A1'<'hives. \•thicb rer<.:rs 10 :l ne
gtitive 13 ISVl l(ISl in the C.cru rJI 
Arc hives or 1he NSl>Al'. teo•ll1• :-ip. 
pertains 10 Fl JS becnu.sc of 1hc 
lt1ck or ntcnsu rt'tncncs (l( 1he pho10-
g raph. Further difficuhies arise 
fr1)1n the regis.trn1ion in Enc losure 
O \vhlch under th<! iodic3Lion l82!1 
refers 10 a p<1.ir'Hing: in oils (lfl ,,'Q(J<J 
'"ltho u1 the u sunJ anoo1a1 ion o il si· 
"tc. ltt 1his c:ose. hO\\'\'!.Ver. i1 1nay be 
$Upposcd lh<1I 1hc OOn)piler ()( lht: 
ll$t cc11n1nl11ed a n1a1e ri<J er·ror, 
1ni 11 1~tk.i.n.g a line '"hen tr:i.us.cribittg 
1hc dn13 of 1h-e picl lll'<:ll "\'ik~un.· 
l ienmarkt u. Pete1"Ski1"('h c", " 0<.'r 
Ah(·nd'', " Schl ierSt.<e", ;1.nd " Ki> 
ch~I". Ac1unlt1. in Enclosure D 1his 
U'Sl painting IS defined 3$ :.'I \"':.ll('r 
C(llour :ii ;.hough it is one of l \itler's 
fe tv oil _pahu lngs.. ,\ s reg;a1·ds 1he 
\ '1.'1·y d iffcrcn t size of fl IS as gf ven 
in PRICE n. 373, ii should be noicd 
1h:it out of ut lcus l o. do:.:en cases 
\vh.ere PRICE could hn,·e <'h('..-kcd. 
be gh·cs inco1·r«-1 l'ncasu rc.1'n-eo1s 
four tirncs (l .. RJCE nos. 226. 270, 
289. 294). Hence. in 1his C3$C, 10(1, 
1h(" pJ'Obl\:1u of t1.u1h.;:n1i<;ity mu-SI 
be 1•esol.,.ed by an analysis of 1hc 
.s1ylc. OureJ1~loW1a1io11 1'C\1ea led no 
sls;11lfic:1nt differences of s1.vlc in 
resp"""(:t Q( 1tle ~111the-1u lcated pa in· 
tings. 
Jn 1he ens.:: of th~ las I p:1inting. 100, 
l~l 20. in 1l1c l'.l.bscnce (Ir (11het cri1e
rla, 1he prohlen) of autll('•nlic ity 
can only be rtS!:Jh•ed b.' ' s1.\•l is1ic 
an,J,·s is. And iu 1hi~ co1.i;c, h)(t, ,.,.e 
discOvcred no diffcr\:nccs fl'oru lhc 
01\UhcnliCl)ICd pQlntiO~$. 

'· Conclu1Jons 
As f:'l.r as c:;n Ix establi.shcd by o ne 
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no1 :u1 expert i n art history, 1hc 
r>aln 1Jn~1s an::-.ly~.cd. " 'i1h the excep
t.ion of Fl J nnd 'Fl 15, ooosti1u1e 3 
s1,·lis lic uni1v \\'hich is no l del<i· 
" tie d from. other- '~'::ih::r colours by 
Hil ler k 1tO\\'n 10 enc. T e n paintlo~s 
(fl "1.S,6. 7, IO, l t, 13, 10, 19) a rc 
idenli.fynble lhroug:h 1he pho to-
graphs in 1he Cen1 ral A1·c hivcs of 
lhe -NSl)1\J,. 'll tC)' are n.."C(l:C:l\lzcd ::is 
~u1hent.ic 1hrough t.bc,ir regislf~· 
tion i.tt '':hn1 \'/3$ c<incei\'ed as a 
collec tion cenlrc For Hi1lc r-iun 
pa h'1Cif1J}S: 1he e .<1>erL'I o f the 
NSD1\P liti.d the p<;JSSibill1y, Jn 
doub1ful c:1.se$, oi rercrJ·ing to l'li· 
1 ler hlrnself. The S:'11ne r.:.-cog:niLion 
of "'u1hentici1y can a)so be a u rtb1v 
1t-d to 1hc \\'3tcrcolours f.I l ttnd Pl 
2. ini1ial!OO by 1he p¢.rson t\'!$l>Qn.sl· 
blc in Hess's l>C'Cl'"<!'tari<tt, SchuJte
S1r~1Ju:1u$ , 
The paintings o f duhio,JS (11JtJl¢lll i ~ 
~hy, Fl 8, 9, 12. 14, IS, 20 have sul>
Jc .. -ccs ,,,hi ch ore <ill found clsc,vherx: 
in Hi1lcr'.s \vork nnd in p;;u·t a lso in 
th¢ (Socvrncn:..s of 1he Cc n1ra l Ar· 
c,hj \'eS of the NSOA.P. 
E,·en if Lhe :ulaJo~y of subj-c .. -Ct ll1Ul• 
tcr (IOQ; U(ll <:(U)Sl{lule a tu::ir~n1c.:: 
agnh)Sl fo>-gery. it re nders n s tyLi· 
.s1ic cornp:ttlsoo ::i.nd 1he idcn1ifica · 
lio n or forgeries easier. 1;,rger ie11 
1nay also be clin\inatc.•-d by use of 
lh¢ (OllO\~<!Of: :)r'gu1'nCnt: ll)C' copic..~ 
at the official d ispo6illon of th~ 
CCUl1'f1l 4 r'clll\•¢$ or the NSDAP by 
painters hti"e in l)<•n ~l'I exe<::lt· 
ted oil \\'alel' colour paper nnd in 
part (Hl ptK>lOS,r':lph ic paper. \'\1he 11 
t.-opies \~·ere rnade of p<ih1ting:s 001 
sccu1·ety :authentic:.ucd 1hey " 'ere 
done " 'i lhl)111 exccp1ion oo photo· 
i;raphic- paper (c f. 1'.;ncJosu res C 
and D) a nd th ls is no11hc C:.\:>e ,.,.ith 
any of lhc l!)01'(J}1i.oe pWu1 il),8$. 
To conclude . l3 of t.he paintings 
cxan1incd (:(tJl be <llr"«tl)' Jlnked 10 

the Cenlr.,t) Archi,·c.s o F 1hc 
NSD.:\P: tunong t.h~ re1nalnins s.e-
ve11 \V3ter colou r$ those ' " h.ich cor
rc$pond 10 nunlbcrs Fl 8, 9. l4, 18 
sho\v .so1'ne I l'ace vf cheeking on 
•he pan or this organiioliou o r so
nle o1hcrcon1oc1 ,.,.i1h ii. Thus only 
p._'iin1ings Fl 12 and Pl 20 t•en·u1.in 
isolulcd. 
1r chc ra1lf10rl of ahnos1 a ll 1he 
pairtli ngs cleposi1cd in t':'Jorc:ncc 
vt iLh Lhe Cen1ral Arch ives of 1hc 
N$ l);\P, or rather " 'i lh 1he lfcss s~ 
c rclnri:at oons thutes. on the 0 11e 
h.'t.O~i a guar:1n1t:ie Qf ~u,henLich)'. 11 
nls.o. on 1hc o lher hand, permits 
the su~)~Xts i 1ion Lh~t the t v.·ent)' 
P' •int irlgS ended up in the h:md s <1( 
S i,·ie ro a.s a single pac kage, nnd ex· 
eludes the J>OS.Sibilhy 1ha' he col· 
lc<.'t«I them fronl d ifferent S<1t1r-· 
ccs. This c-<nlc lus io11 agrees " ' ilh 
' vh:11. I hl'lve h(;1rd from Or. August 
Pricsac k " 'ho in his day "'a.~ re· 
sp0u.stble fo r pho•O{ll'3J>h1c copte s 
of l-1i11er's paintings i111he Cc:run •I 
Archi"c ol 1hc NSDAP a,1d \Vho cno 
~iJ sc> be co11sJdered the <:o·au1hor (If 
1hc PRJCE catalogue. 
Accordl1lS to 1his inforn1a1io1) S i· 
\ •ic.•ro ri.-c:ci\'ed the t. ' ' 'Crtty paintings 
fro1n f\1rs Ge rda Bor1nan11 v.·ho "·as 
i n the ;\j to 1\dig,ie (•t 1 h¢ end of the 
\\~lr and died ~1 1 i\ternno in fvlurch 
1946. C~rd;;i Bo1·11tann \\'a!l 1he \\>ife 
of lless' s successo1· ~s p:11't)' n1tni · 
stcr . Mar1in Bornl~u1n, Ai> such he 
\\'~S res i:•onsibl~ fo r nil Ille coll~!» 
ra1ors o f the part:\' olf icc, 1hc for· 
1ncr :>t."'i."ret:aritu o( Huss. 
A.Ire.adv i n t-Je;s.s's tinl\!, bu1 :ilso 3f. 
cen.,.ari:ls :.1s his succ<!:Ssor and us 
seere1;;it')' to 1hc Fa hl'cr, Bor 1na nn 
" '<IS oonccrn~d in all llitle1"s priva. 
te ::..ff~i rs. He v.1as ccrlainly up to 
d(11~ o n the colleC1lon of ,>W1'1 l lJ'i.gs 
by Hiller in the possessio n of the 
NSDA.P rind this is pro,·ed bya no1e 

of l-li rn.111lcr's dtitcd 27. 10. 1942. ln 
i 1 one rends: 
" The three \'o'l.Ucr colout'5 Sl•pposed 
10 be by lhe Fllh l'cr's. hand: \Vie n. 
fteiligcnkl~io-~rhof, \ \lien, l<au · 
ni1z.bcrg. Das R!tt.baus, \\'CJ'<' today 
d~sl royed by my ord .c:rs fol lo \vlng 
info rnlt\tion rccei,·ed fronl 1hc 
Fnhrer (seoc ,\1'11h lc1«:r of Rcichs · 
lcit<:r Oo nnt\()n, ?4.S.1942)" (St'.>nr
ce: BA. NS 19 r1euJ241). 
So eveu during llu.: '~-ar l thtc .. <:On· 
tiilucd 10 conccm hirnse lf \\0ilh lhe 
outlu:ntici1yvf 1hc p ::ilnting,s put Sri 
to circu laLion in h..i.s n:une ttud re· 
purchased by the NSDAP. Bor· 
u1ann '''as ccrtalnlv infor1ncd o n 
the cxis1c11ce of abOut 1h..ir1y pn.iu· 
tings ,,·hich. ~ceordlng t(I Dr. Prte
$>t1ck. \Vere in 1hc end collected. t~I J 
1he more SQ $Ince 1hls coll.x1io n 
''"'.ts kcp; in his ofricei;, proboably in 
the iJ11n•cdiri1e \' ic iuity o f his roo1n. 
l 'hc raet th:tl the patntiil~S. (Ir $(1o 

nle of th('nt.. cante to be in the 
l'1{lnds <tf ~l rs 8t;.ml~1nn occnsio ns 
no surprise. $i\'icro p ro b<1bly Pos-· 
S('SSC-d t!1e s:.unc infonn:uion a.s 
P r"ies::i.ck W'1d pns$ed 1he l(lf<.trnt3· 
1ion ori by lc11er 10 1he Ccrnl;Ul h i· 
s tori:i.n Dr. B.?'.lhne of Kre fe ld. h 
shv uld theh':f<.tte be possible to 1ra· 
ce this inforiu~tion an1-0ng, his pa· 

tl (."l'$. 

1 is very probable 1h:i1 .-i.!l 1v.•enl.y 
p:iint ings oon1e fro1n t.he Hes!> S<'· 
c rcl:.u·i;it col!cx;1ion tu1d the:11 f1, >n1 
B<>rmnnn. ll is also po:;sible nnd I~ 
tieal lhi\ I such paln1lngs pa~~'"d 
f rQnt the J•lc.s.i; $\.>C1·(:ta1·t:i1 II) Bor· 
n1a1\n and f ro1n hint 10 h is \vife and 
1-l1us ca1nc lO Sivicro in l1nly. This 
fuet 1ogeth-cr \\' ilh the s tylistic .sl· 
nlilarilics hcl\\'<X'll the pi<'•tu·cs, l'"<'.

cog:nlu:ibtc e\'cl'I tQ n n(l'n·cxpen 
:i.nd their full tlCC()l'(ltUICC \\<ith 
other ,,·<.>rkt h )' t-litler :.li re-ad~· 
kno'''n 10 n1e, le<l\'C rne in 110 dol1 b1 



lh.at at lenst IS of the p1'iotings 
fronl rhe S£viero legacy cau be ut· 
uibuted tQ Hi1ler. 
Finally, n.s rcgurds 1he d;)te of 1he 

pain1ings it n1ay be !'i(Ormed 1h:t1 
Hi1(cr p;linted pi.-1w·cs of Vi<.•11ua 
a1'<Jund the pe1·iod bct\\'cen 1910 
<utd \\t~I.,)' 1913 ::Uld 1hc 4)1)¢$ or i\tu . 

nicb bC.l\\'CCl1 19 13 :'tJld Augu i;l 
191 4. 

!ilu11JcJ1 19..5./984 
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Prin t('(( in jul)· 193-4 hy 
Graft('a • II Dandi.no .. s, Andrcai a ~no · Fir~·n1.~· 


