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Overleaf: top leh, the 
crew of an anti·aircrah 
gun, an 8.8cm Flak, are 
put through therr paces by 
their unit officer (holding a 
stop-watch) dunng a pre
war exercise. Top right, 
final adjustments pnor to 
take-off for the crew of a 
Heinkel He 111 bomber. 
Bottom right, Honour 
Guard and Colour Party of 
Regiment 'General Goring' 
parade 1n the grounds of 
Karinhalle, Gorrng's pnvate 
resrdence located outside 
Berlin. Bottom right, 
General der Fallschrrm
truppe Kun Student 
Centre. the crew of an He 
111 wearing summer 
weight flying suits. 
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The subject of the German Air Force was to 
have been the second book In a three-part 
work on the Uniforms and Insignia of the 
German Armed Forces covering the period 
1933 to 1945. 

The first volume In this trilogy. German 
Army Uniforms and Insignia. 1933-1945. 
was published more than twenty years ago. 
At the time I limited the subject matter to 
the German Army. I touched on the Volks
sturm but Ignored the women's services and 
the non-German contingents that served 
alongside the German Army. When It came 
to researching the material for this Luft
warre book. however. It became apparent 
that this branch of the armed forces was In 
many respects far more diverse than that of 
the army. Many Individual formations 
existed that were related In some way to the 
German Air Force or became part of the 
Luftwaffe proper during the course of Its 
historical development. 

Ills for this reason that the subject matter 
for the Luftwarre book Is approximately 
double that used In the German Army book. 
and because of this large a mount of material 
It has had to be split Into two volumes. 

The division of the main subject matter. 
namely the German Air Force proper. 
between the two books Is roughly on hist
orical lines. The present volume covers the 
period from when the National Socialists 
attained political power ( 1933) to the Baltic 
of Britain ( 1940). The second volume deals 
with the war years. picking up where the 
first left off and continuing right through to 
final defeat In 1945. However. It Is true to 
say that despite this clean-cut division many 
of the formations and organizations dealt 
with. either complete entitles In their own 
right or those that formed part of. or were 
absorbed Into the Luftwaffe. very often 
bridge the historic periods. It has therefore 
been necessary to deal with certain of these 
Individual formations and organizations as 
separate. self-contained subjects In either 
volume. 

The diagram overleaf has been devised to 

Introduction 

s how at a glance the extent of the majority of 
the formations dealt with In both volumes 
and at the same time to show the approxi
mate dates when each formation was raised 
and when It ceased to exist. 

My research has been based In the maJn 
on Information extracted from official and 
semi-official publications. German. English 
and American. very many of them contem
porary with the period. It Is supplemented 
with Interviews and conversations I have 
had over a number of years with former 
members of the Luftwarre as well as my own 
observations and detailed notes made of 
Items In both public and private collections. 

Wherever possible I have gtven full refer
ences to the Information contained In these 
two books. The majority of these reference 
notes are to be found at the back of each 
volume. 

By far the two most Important sources for 
official Instructions used have been Anzu
gordnungji.ir die Luftwaffe (L.A.O.) Bestlm
mungen ilber Beschaffenhelt. Sltz und 
Tragewetse der elnzelen Bekleldungs=und 
Ausrustungsstucke sowle der Stgnal
lnstrumente uom 27.11 .1935.L.Du.422 
Abschnttt A. Neudruck uom 1. April 1938. 
Verlag OITene Worte. Berlin W35. This sets 
out all the official regulations regarding the 
pre-war Luftwaffe dress and lnstgnta 
(amongst many other subjects). However. as 
the period 1935 to 1938. and Indeed to 
1939-40. was one that saw very many 
changes. the second most important source 
of official reference that has proved essential 
reading has been Luflwaffen-Verordnungs
blall. This was an official journal published 
by the Luftwaffe High Command and Issued 
every fortnight to aU units. The first pub
lication was dated 21 January 1935. and to 
the best of my knowledge these journals 
continued to be Issued, If not up to the end 
of the war ln Europe. then at least to within 
the last months of the war. They are an 
extremely Important source of reference and 
In many respects can be compared to the 
Army Council Instructions (ACis) Issued by 
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the War Office to u nits of the British Army (a 
source of reference I made full use of when 
researching material for my book British 
Army Uniforms and I nsignia oj World War 
Two). Practically everyth ing concerning the 
day-to-day ru n ning of t he Luftwaffe and all 
its b ranches can be found In these journals. 
from su ch seemingly tr ivia l items as the size 
of the portion of marmalade to be served in 
Luftwaffe dining-rooms to extensive cha rts 
of the sort pres en ted on pages I 12-23 of 
this volume. Many other subjects were pro
mulgated In these journals apart from dress 
and Insignia. In fact the majority of the 
entries. each on e designated by Its own 
individual Orde r Number . dealt with a whole 

range of Instructions. 
A considerable nu mber of line-drawings 

will be fou nd in this book and the following 
volume: ra ther than have a mixture of 
photographs and drawings of s imila r Items 
presented on the same page. I have chosen 
to use a ll line-drawings for the sake of 
consis tency. The photographs used have 
been ca refully selected in order to s upple
ment t he text and the line-d rawings. 
Wherever possible I have attempted to use 
photographs taken during the period 1933 
to approximately 1940 in the first volume 
and those taken between 1940 and 1945 for 
th e second volu me. 

It has been my deliberate decision to leave 

Predecessors and Constituent Organizations of the Luftwaffe 
1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 I 1943 

I l Deutscher lufuport.Verband I NatloN'wzialist>dles flirgor K01p! Deutscher lufupon-Verband 
~ IJuqab:e ung 

I Rt<ta1uftaJ'I;.:~: 

~ Flieger1ugerd fl"']er - H~lerjugend (Luft1port1<haren) 

ll \ 2131 
lande1polizoi- 1 1 Reg1ment 'General Gonrg' (a~ oart of the luftwaffe) , I I gruope 4 6 
'General Gonnq' 

1944 

?I 

7 I 8 

I 10 I SA· Standarte 'ftidhetrn~ale' (oll al•'tv.affe four .. :<>n) ?I ? I l•ftsdlutztwaheocitnst •nd S<l•or~e11 und H; 'doen1t 

l leg'on Conde< I l lultwaffen I 
field. ON~IOOI 

Key ? Re (Oiluftl<hutzebund 

1. Polizeiabteilung Wecke 
2. Polizeigruppe Wecke zbV 

l lu'tv.affen Falk<hirm,agcr 3 Landespolizeigruppe Wecke zbV 
4. Regiment 'General Goring' (as Landespolizei) 

5. Brigade 'Hermann Goring' 
6. Drv1sion 'Hermann Goring' I FaiW.irm- I l lu'twaf!enhel~rinnen 

7. Panzer· Drvision 'Hermann Gorrng' 
ln1anttt~- l~utz. wa,.dienst 
8ata on lufwchrocrten -Hderintletl 

8. Fallschirm - Panzer- Divisron 'Hermann Goring' 

9. Fallschirm ·Panzer- Korps 'Hermann Goring' I Heimal Flak 10. SA· Standarte 'Feldherrnhar (as Party /ormation) H~lerjugend flak 

I 

luftwaffe, including all fire fighting f01matiom; Doo<men; F01e1tty ~Nke; Engineer Corp!; Corp! of Navigational E•peru; Flying leader CO<p!; 

1945 

I 

I 
9 I 
I 

I 
I 

Admin~t,tivt Offi<iak; Spe<ialilt Offws; Medial Corp!; Mu1kian~ Offiziere zll; a.O~ z. 0; OffKer Candidatn; NCO Candidate1; Gehei!t'e 
Feldpolizei der luftwaffe; TID· Verwaltungldienlt. 

I I 
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the subject of the special protective clothing 
and its related insignia and equipment of 
the Luftwaffe Parachute arm (Fallschirm
jager) and the protective flight clothing for 
Luftwaffe air crews to be dealt with in the 
second volume. Both subjects arguably 
could have been dealt with in this first book: 
however. I felt that, owing to the complexity 
of these subjects and the number of items 
worn. they would be best served in Volume 
1940-5. 

Other organlzalions dealt with in the 
second volume. with emphasis on uniforms. 
clothing and Insignia worn, are: the 
National Socialist Flying Corps (NSFK): the 
National Air Protection League (RLB): the 

I wish to thank the followin~ individuals nncl 
acknowledge the assistance given to me by 
the following archive'>. museums and lib
raries. Ali havr hrlped to some degree or 
other in 1 he re..,careh for the material that 
has bern used a:, the basis for t hese two 
\'Oiumcs. 

Professor Rem· Smcets of Brussels. Hcl
gium. and Jame'> Lucas of Bromley. Kl•nt. 
former Deputy Keeper of the Photographic 
Library at tlw Imperial War Museum. 
London. both of whom have assisted me 
greatly in tlw till lt'·consuming task of trans
lating official Gennan documents and pub
lications into En~ltsh. 

Jansen Winters of Rotterdam. The Nether
lands. and I Iane; Joachim Nietsch of Ralln
gen. Federal Republic of Germany. both 
friends who hm·c taken an interest in my 
efforts and hm·<· been unstinting in their 
generous help in lrndin~ me rare. but cssrn
lial. handbooks and other contemporary 
pub! ica tion!-o. Unfortunately Hans clicd 
recently before the cornplclion of this first 
book. 

The laic Colonel Cl ifford M. Dodl<ins. 
OBE. DSO. who in the past had allowed me 
access to what ll'>ed to be a most impressive 
collection of German insi~nia. photograph~ 
and research noll'S. all of which in some 

Air Raid Warning and Secur ity and Help 
Service (LSW und SHD): the Luftwaffe Field 
Divisions: the continuing developmen t of 
Regiment 'General Goring· from regiment to 
Parachute Armoured Corps 'Hermann 
Goring·: the Luftwaffe Secret Field Police 
(GFP): the Luftwaffe p roper from 1940 to 
1945: the various women's services: the 
Home Front Flak units including the 
batteries manned by the llitler Youth as well 
as gun crews consisting of women members: 
and concluding with a special section 
devoted to the variety of uniforms worn by 
IIermann Goring. 
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEM OF GERMANY AND THE REICHSKOKADE 

German National 
Emblem (Luftwaffe 
version) and the Reichs 
Kokade: 

1 NSDAP political-style 
national emblem 
2 The DLV oakleaf wreath, 
wings and Reichskokade_ 

10 

Items 1 and 2 were worn 
together on the DL V 
Uniform Peaked Cap 
3 DLV Segelflugabteilung 
cap insignia 
4 Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem 
5 Luftwaffe oakleaf 
wreath, stylized wings and 

Reichskokade, metal 
version. Items 4 and 5 
were worn together on the 
Uniform Peaked Cap 
6 The version of the 
Reichskoka de worn for a 
limited period by officers 
of the Luftwaffe Reserve 
7 The officers' quality, 

6 

7 

bullion version of the 
Reichskokade for wear on 
the Flight Cap 
8 The hand-embroidered, 
pre-war version of the 
Luftwaffe national 
emblem. This size of 
emblem was worn on the 
right breast 

9 

9 The machine-woven 
Reichskokade for wear by 
NCOs and other ranks of 
the Luftwaffe on the Flying 
Cap 



Right: The national 
emblem (as worn on the 
Flight Blouse and the 
Uniform Peaked Cap) and 
the Reichskokarde, sur
rounded by a wreath of 
oakleaves and flanked by 
stylized Wings (worn on 
the band of the Peaked 
Cap). All these 1tems worn 
by th1s unidentified major 
are of the silver bullion 
variety. 

Far right: The national 
emblem and Reichskokarde 
as worn on the officers' 
version of the Flight Cap, 
here bemg worn by 
Leutnant (later Hauptmann) 
Hans Roehrig. 

The National Emblem of Germany 
and the Reichskokarde 

In keeping with the other two branches of 
the Wehrmachl. the national emblem of 
Germany (das Hoheitszeichen) and. to a 
lesser extent. the national cockade (die 
Reichskokarde were worn on almost all Air 
Force uniforms and uniform head-dress. 

The emblem for the Luftwaffe proper con
sisted of an eagle- by tradition the national 
emblem of Germany - with outstretched 
wings in an altitude of flight and clutching 
In its left talon a s wastika (die Hakcnkreuz) 
the emblem of the National Socialist German 
Workers· Party (NSDAP). By law. It was 
required to be worn on the right breast of 
(most) Air Force jackets and tunics and in a 
smaller version on almost all Air Force cloth 
head-dress. This combination of eagle and 
swastika was the authorized Luftwaffe 

version of the Third Reich's national 
emblem (Fig. 4 ). 1 

The new National Cockade. which for the 
German Air Force was introduced in May 
1935.2 was made up of the national colours 
of Germany. having a red centre encircled by 
a band of white or silver with an outer band 
of black. However. the Luftwaffe version of 
the cockade had the addition of a narrow 
silver or gold (depending on the wearer's 
rank) outline around the outer black band 
!Fig. 7). 

On certain Items of Air Force head-dress 
the cockade was worn as a separate emblem: 
on others It was worn in conjunction with a 
wreath of oakleaves flanked by a pair of 
stylized ·wtngs· (F'tg. 5). F'or details of colour
ing of these emblems sec section on Luft-
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEM OF GERMANY AND THE REICHSKOKADE 

waffe head-dress. and Uniform section. 
The Deutsche Luftsports Verband. the 

forerunner of the Luftwaffe proper. had 
adopted the early ·political' style of the 
national emblem (Fig. 1 ). This was worn on 
all forms of DLV cloth head-dress (see 
page 16) and In various qualities and 
colourlngs by all ranks. on the left upper 
arm of the uniform tunic and greatcoat 
(Fig. 35). 

As the order. Issued on 16 May 1935. 
Introducing the Relchskokade for wear by 
personnel of the new Luftwaffe. was not 
promulgated until 27 May 1935. no Relchs
kokade was worn as a separate emblem by 
the OLV. They did. however. wear an earlier 
Air Sports emblem on their peaked caps In 
the same position as the later Relchskokade 
and stylized wings. Although this early 
emblem (Fig. 3) cannot be considered as a 
true national cockade. It did combine the 
German national colours of red. white and 
black together with the National Socialist 
emblem. the swastika. 'wings· and 'propeller 
blades·. 

A type of Relchskokade. reminiscent of the 
former Imperial pattern of reservists' 
cockade. was Introduced In 1935 and abol
ished on 6 July 1936.3 It included a white 
metal Maltese Cross set on the red central 
portion of the cockade (F'tg. 6). It was worn 
on the head-dress of Luftwaffe Reserve per
sonnel for the limited period as stated above. 

The Legion Condor was supposed to have 
been a clandestine formation. Personnel of 
the Legion. with the possible exception of 
Generalleutnant Hugo Sperrle. the Legions· 
first commanding officer (see page 52 photo 
341 did not wear any form of the German 
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national emblem or the Rclchskokade on 
their Legion uniforms. 

It Is worth noting that two distinct 
patterns of the Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem existed at various times. In 
the early pre-war version the tall feathers of 
the eagle curved downwards In a pro
nounced way !Fig. 8) while In the later style. 
used just prior to and during the war years, 
the eagle's tall feathers were outspread (Fig. 
4). 

left: Ernst Udet, a flying 
ace of the First World War 
and Fliegerkommodore in 
the Dl V. The distinctive 
insignia for the Dl V is 
dearly shown on Udet's 
peaked cap. 

Far left: The national 
emblem, Reichskokade. 
wreath and wings made 
from pressed white-metal 
as worn on the Schirm
mutze by NCOs and other 
ranks of the luftwaffe. 



Right: A parade held in 
Berlin on the occasion of 
the anniversary of the 
death of the air ace and 
holder of the Pour le 
Merite, Oswald Boelcke, 
30 October 1933 The 
speakers saluting on the 
podium are Hauptmann 
a.D. loerzer (left) and 
Hauptmann Seidel (in 
greatcoat). The front of the 
pod1um is covered with the 
flag of the DLV, the same 
design as was used for the 
cap insignia. 

1. HISTORICAL DEVEWPMENT 

Deutscher Luftsport-Verband 
(German Air Sports Organization) 

On 25 March 1933. In an endeavour to co
ordinate all non-military flight training. the 
DLV was established. This new organization 
Incorporated all the private flying clubs that 
existed throughout Germany. and was 
charged with the task of promoting civilian 
Interest In all aspects of flying. Instruction 
was given in gliding. free flight ballooning 
and powered a ircraft flying as well as the 

construction of model aircraft. Strong 
emphasis was laid on encouraging German 
youth to become air-minded and for them 
to be schooled in flying. Initially the DLV 
was divided into sixteen State Groups 
(Landesgruppen) which included the 
German-dominated Free City of Danzig. In 
September 1933 the SA-SS f'liegersturm 
was Incorporated Into the DLV. This had 
been an air organization formed In July 
1933 as part of the Sturmabteilung and 
staffed by members of both the SA and the 
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SS. many of whom had been former mem
bers of the Imperial Air Arm during the 
Great War. 

Walking-Out Dress (Strassenanzug) 
The first DLV uniform was described in an 
order dated 4 November 1933. Of blue-grey 
colour. and referred to as the Strassenanzug 
or 'Street Dress·. It consisted of a four
pocket. single-breasted open-necked tunic 
worn with long trousers. light-blue shirt and 
black tie. A uniform peaked cap. black 
leather shoes. grey cloth gloves and leather 
waist-belt with supporting cross-strap com
pleted the outfit. This same uniform was 
also utilized as Working-Dress for wear 
when on duty. with breeches and riding 
boots replacing the long trousers and shoes. 
and a forage cap worn Instead of the peaked 
cap. 

In September 1933. the personnel of 
Goring's clandestine and embryonic Air 
Force Officer Corps - most of whom served 
In the Deutsche Verkehrsfllegerschule 
branch - had adopted the uniform of the 
DLV. They were. however. distinguished 
from DLV members by their wearing 
shoulder cords in pairs. one to each 
shoulder as opposed to the DLV who only 
wore a single shoulder cord or shoulder
strap on the right shoulder after the fashion 
used at that time throughout the SA. SS and 
other party formations. 

Other styles of dress were Introduced into 
the DLV all of which could be said to be the 
forerunners of the types of uniforms used by 
the Luftwaffe when that organization was 
eventually revealed to the world. 

Service Dress (Dienstanzug) 
The earlier 'Strassenanzug· was worn. with 
certain modifications. as the Service Dress. 
Officers wore a brown leather waist-belt with 
two-pronged buckle (Fig. 12). with matching 
leather supporting cross-strap. Other ranks 
were issued with a black leather waist-belt 
with aluminium box buckle (Ftg. 13) worn 
with a matching leather supporting cross
strap. 

All ranks wore a special 'Fitegermesser' 
(flyer's knife), or later the 'Fllegerdolch' 
(flyer's dagger). both with Service Dress and 
with what then constituted both the In
formal and the Formal Full-Dress. (For 
further Information on DLV s idearms see 
page 182.) 

Informal Full-Dress (kleiner Gesellschafts
anzug) 
This cons isted of the Service Dress Tunic 
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and Trousers worn with white shirt, black 
tie. black leather shoes. the Uniform Peaked 
Cap. white gloves and pin-backed awards or 
decorations together with any medal ribbon 
bars plus the Flyer's Knife or Dagger. 

Formal Full-Dress (grosser Gesellschafts
anzug (Ftg. 15) 
This, for eventng wear. was the Formal Full
Dress but worn with atgutllettes (F1g. 14) 
and the brocade waist-belt (Ftg. 16) by all 
officers. and with the black leather belt 
without Its supporting cross-strap for all 
other ranks. Medals suspended from a 
medal bar were part of the Formal Full-Dress 
wear. 

Above: SS-Obersturm
bannffihrer Eduard Ritter 
von Schleich, a member of 
the SA-SS Fliegersturm, 
photographed in 1932. He 
wears the special SA-SS 
Fliegersturm winged badge 
above his right breast 
pocket. 



10 SS-SA Flyers' Wings. A 
silver-bullion insignia that 
combined the NSDAP eagle 
and swastika emblem 
(centre) with the insignia 
of the SS (Schutzstaffel) 
(left) and the SA (Sturm
abteilung) (right). This item 
was worn above the right 
breast pocket on either the 
SS or SA uniform by 
members of the SS-SA 
Fliegerstiirme 

11 A form of collar patch 
utilized by personnel of the 
Flieger-SA. The original 
insignia worn by members 
of this branch of the 
Sturmabteilung consisted 
of collar patches in their 
district colour: the left
hand patch displaying their 
rank insignia, the right
hand patch being left 
blank. At an unspecified 
date the winged propeller 
with central swastika boss 
was added to the right
hand patch. The unit 
number was added to the 
patch, either as metal 
numerals or chain-stitched 
in coloured threads, as 
shown here 

12 Dl V officers' Service 
Belt and buckle 
13 Dl V other ranks' 
Service Belt and Buckle 

14 Dress aiguillettes as 
worn by Dl V officers from 
Fliegerkommodore to 
Kettenfiihrer in silver 
finish, and by Dl V general 
officers -Reichsminister der 
luftfahrt and 
Staatssekretar- in matt 
gold. These were of the 
same configuration and 
colouring as the dress 
aiguillettes worn later 
within the luftwaffe 
15 Duty aiguillettes as 
worn by adjutants within 
the Dl V. These too were 
identical in colour and 
construction with the duty 
aiguillettes worn later 
within the luftwaffe. 

16 Dl V officers' brocade 
waist-belt and buckle 

0 

0 
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Left: NCOs and other 
ranks of the DLV photo
graphed in formation 
standing at ease. The front 
rank consists of NCOs 
behind whom are the 
troops. Of particular 
interest are the overall 
shape of the Uniform 
Peaked Caps, the wearing 
of the Fliegerdolch (Flyer's 
Dagger), the single trade 
badge for a DLV Balloonist 
worn on the left forearm of 
the thick-set man with the 
rank of Flieger at the end 
of the second rank, and 
the wearing of officers' 
waist-belts and supportmg 
aoss-straps by certain 
NCOs in the front rank. 

Left: Two officers of the 
DLV, a Fliegerkapitan (left) 
and a Schwarmfiihrer 
(right) seen at a parade of 
DLV personnel and other 
Party formations held in 
Berlin during 1933. The 
DLV version of the national 
emblem is shown as a 
round patch worn on the 
left upper arm. 
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17 DL V national emblem 

DLV Pilot-Observer and 
Wireless Operator 
Qualification Wings: 
18 Silver-bullion 
embroidered 'Wings' for 
DLV pilot-observer 
19 'Wings' for DLV 
wireless operator, also in 
silver-bullion embroidery. 
The swastika on both 
badges is in black si lk 
threads. Either item was 
worn above the right 
breast pocket of the DLV 
Tunic. 

DEUTSCHER LUFTSPORT-VERBAND (GERMAN AIR SPORTS ORGANIZATION) 

In addition to rank being displayed on the 
various DLV tunics by means of collar 
patches. shoulder cords and shoulder-straps 
(sec page 20) 1 the tunic buttons worn by the 
two most senior DLV ranks of Reichs
minister der Luftfahrt and Staatssekretar 
respectively were in gold-finished metal. 
Collar piping worn around the lower edge to 
their tunic collars was also in gold. All other 
DLV officers wo re silver-aluminium collar 
piping and s ilver metal buttons. The rank 
and file also wore while metal buttons. but 
their tunic collars were piped in the colour 
appropriate to their branch of service. This 
distinction between generals . officers and 
other ranks was continued with the colour 
and quality of the DLV national emblem 
patch worn on the upper left sleeve (Fig. I 7). 

Prom close scrutiny of con temporary 
photographs it is apparent that no DLV-style 
national emblem patch was worn on the left 
upper sleeve of the Tunic worn during the 
early period of the organization. The Pilot
Observer and Wireless Operator wings have 
also been noted being worn above the left 
breast pocket and in som e cases below 
medal ribbon bars where these were worn. 
In one instance a very junior member of the 
DLV had been photographed with blank 
collar patches. that is plain patches without 
the metal wings insignia. 

Those members of the DLV who were 
qualified as a Pilot-Observers (Flugzeug
filhrer und Orter) wore breast wings of a 
special design Wig. 18 ). The same applied to 
qualified Wireless Operators (Bordfunker) 
although their wings were s lightly different 
Wig. 19). Both patterns of wings were 
normally worn above the right breast tunic 
pocket but photographic evidence clearly 
shows these same wings being worn. for 
some unexplained reason. above the left 
breast pocket. 

Photographs that are known to have been 
taken late in the existence of the DLV show 

the breast wings worn over the right breast 
pocket. and the DLV eagle and swastika 
circular patch being worn on the left upper 
a rm. 

Waist-Belts and Buckles 
The Service Dress leather belt worn by 
officers was 6cm wide. and had a mid-brown 
polished finish. The two-pronged buckle was 
of gilt metal for generals. and s ilver-grey 
pebble-finished meta l for other officers Wig. 
12). A matching mid-brown leather cross
strap (worn over the right s houlder) was a lso 
worn. with metal fittings matching the 
colour of the buckle. F'igure 13 shows the 
pattern of belt and buckle as worn by other 
ranks. The buckle was in white-metal , the 
belt of dark brown leather was worn with a 
matching leather cross-strap (over the right 
shoulder) with white-meta l fittings. 

F'or parades and socia l functions a 
brocade waist-belt and dress buckle was 
worn by officers Wig. 16). The belt had a 
s ilver-aluminium woven brocade facing with 
a narrow. central line of red s ilk fl anked by 
two wider lines of dark-blue-grey s ilk. The 
buckle was in silver-white metal with a gold. 
political-style eagle and black-painted swas
tika. Generals had a gilt-finished buckle 
with silver-white eagle and black-pa inted 
swastika. 

National Emblem 
The circula r blue-grey cloth badge dis
playing the NSDAP version of the n ational 
emblem was worn on the upper left arm by 
all ranks of the DLV Wig. 17). The two most 
senior ranks. Reichsminister der Luftfahrt 
and Staatssekretar (DLV Flieger-chel). wore 
a blue-grey patch with the emblem embroid
ered in gold bullion threads with a black s ilk 
swastika (this distinction was also extended 
to the rank of DLV Fliegervizech ef when this 
rank was introduced sometime during 
1935). Officers from the rank of Flieger-
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kommodore down to Kettenrlihrer had a 
blue-grey patch with silver embroidered 
emblem complete with black silk swastika. 
All other personnel wore their arm patch 
with a grey-wh ite machtnc-cmbroldcrcd 
design with black cotton swastika. All arm 
badges were approximately 5.3cm tn dia
meter although s light variations either way 
exist. 

Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmiitze) 
This was the prescribed Issue head-dress to 
be worn by all ranks on those occasions 
when wearing the Steel Helmet or the Flying 
Cap (Fliegermutzel was inappropriate. It 
was the forerunner of the Uniform Peaked 
Cap issued throughout the Luftwaffe and. 
although of the same basic design. Its 
appearance was less ·smart' than the well 
set-up caps of the Luftwaffe. It tended to be 
slightly larger around the crown than the 
Luftwaffe version and because It was not set
up in the front it gave the impression of 
being ·natter·. 

The Uniform Peaked Cap insignia was also 
of a different pattern from that used on the 
Luftwaffe cap. Both types of insignia. the 
'political eagle and swastika' emblem and 
the Reichskokade within a wreath and 
nanked by stylized wings are illustrated on 
page I 0. Figs 1 and 2. 

The cap had a blue-grey top. a dark 
charcoal-grey mohair ribbed material cap 
band and a black leather or fibre peak. 
machine-stitched with a protective ridge 
around the rim. Other cap distinctions de
pended on the wearer's rank and function. 

Differences tn rank were Indicated by the 
use of cap piping. the colour and quality of 
the cap Insignia and by usc of cap cords In 
either gold or silver colouring or chin-straps 
of black patent leather. 

Personnel (NCOs and other ranks) from 
the rank of Flieger to Obernugmcister. 
Bordobcrnugmeister and Obermeister. had 
s hiny black patent leather chin-straps and 
black chin-strap buttons to their caps. with 
the early. political-style national emblem. 
the oakleaf wreath and stylized wings In 
s ilver-white aluminium metal. The Relchs
kokade was the same for these ranks and for 
all officer ranks up to Staatssekretar . 

Piping used on the DLV Schirmmutze for 
the above listed ranks was 0.2cm thick. and 
was in one of three baste DLV branch 
colours of yellow. black or dark blue depend
ing on the wearer's function. The piping 
appeared a round the crown to the cap and 
around the top and bottom edges of the 
black mohair cap band. 
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Officers of the DLV below the rarlk of 
Staatssckrctar wore silver-aluminium col
oured cap cords with s ilver-white metal cap 
cord buttons. Their national emblem. 
Reichs kokade. oakleaf wreath and stylized 
wings were of the same design and colouring 
as those prescribed to be worn by NCOs and 
other ranks. but very often the insignia for 
the officers was hand-embroidered in s ilver 
bullion wire on to a backing of dark grey 
badge material. Their caps were piped 
around the crown and to the top and bottom 
edges of the dark grey cap band In silver
aluminium piping. 0.2cm th ick. 

DLV general officers with the rank of 
Staatssekretar and Minister had gold
coloured cap cords held in position on the 
cap by gilt-coloured metal cap cord buttons, 
a gold-coloured national emblem. oakieaf 
wreath. stylized wtngs. together with a 
black. silver and red cockade edged in gold. 
Their caps were piped with 0.2cm-thick 
gold-coloured piping. 

DLV Ranks, 1933-5 
DLV 

Rcichsminlstcr der 
Luftfahrt 
StaatssckreUir 
Fliegerkommodore 
Flicger-Vizc
kommodorc 
Fliegerkommandant 
Flicgerkapitan 
Schwarm fU hrer 
Kettenftlhrer 
Obcrnugmctster 
Bordobcrfunkmeistcr • 
Obermelstcr •• 
Flugmeister 
Bordfunkmeister • 
Meister •• 
Unternugmeister 
Borduntcrfunk
mcister • 
Untcrmeister • • 
1. FlugzeugfUhrcr 
I. Bordfunker • 
Oberwart • • 
2. Flugzcugfi.ihrer 
2. Bordfunker • 
Wart •• 
Hilfs nugzcugfi.ihrer 
Hilfsbordfunker • 
Untcrwart •• 
Obernieger 
Flieger 

Equivalent Lujt
wajfeRank 
General der 
Flieger. etc. 
Gencrallcutnant 
Oberst 
Oberslieutnant 

Major 
Hauptmann 
Oberlcutnant 
Leutnant 
Oberfcldwcbcl 

Feldwebel 

Unterfcldwebel 

Untcrofflzter 

Hauptgefreiter 

Obergefrelter 

Gefreitcr 
Flieger 

• Radio pt·rsonncl. •• Aircraft mechanics. 

Right : There are a number 
of une~plained features in 
this photograph. The pilot 
on the right of the picture 
wearing the Imperial Iron 
Cross. 1st Class is also 
wearing the special com
memorative badge pro
duced for the 5th Reichs
parteitag of 1933 (31 
August to 3 September). 
This was intended only to 
be worn during the period 
of the event. Suspended 
from his waist-belt and 
cross-strap (of the pattern 
intended for use by officers 
of the Dl V) he is shown 
wearing the Dl V Flieger
messer or Flyer's Knife. 
This pattern of side-arm 
was introduced in 1934 for 
use by all ranks of the Air 
Sports Organization all of 
which means that it was 
incorrect for him still to be 
wearing the Party Day rally 
badge at least ten or so 
months after its issue. He 
is also wearing blank collar 
patches. The officer to 
whom he is talking is 
wearing the DLV officer's 
Fliegerdolch (Flyer's 
Dagger). worn without the 
silver-aluminium portepee. 
It is possible that the 
wearing of blank collar 
patches by the most junior 
ranks of the Dl V together 
with the pattern of waist
belt and cross-strap 
complete with its two
pronged, open buckle, 
normally reseNed for use 
by officers. was an early 
feature of the Dl V 
uniform. 



Far right, top: Oberbe
fehlshaber der luftwaffe 
and General der Flieger 
Hermann Goring wearing 
Dl V uniform. Note that his 
DlV pilots/observers wings 
are worn above his left 
breast pocket. This is 
visual proof that at a date 
as yet to be established 
the Dl V pilots/observers 
wings ceasd to be worn 
above the right breast 
pocket (see previous 
photographs) and were 
moved to a position as 
shown here. 

Below right: Considerable 
effort was employed to 
publicize the existence of 
the Air Sports league. 
Trucks such as these 
toured the streets of major 
towns and cities through
out Germany advertising 
the DlV. 

DEUTSCHER LUFTSPORT-VERBAND (GERMAN AIR SPORTS ORGANIZATION) 
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21 23 25 

27 29 31 

33 35 37 

20 



DlV Insignia of Rank. 
Collar Patches, Shoulder 
Cords and Shoulder
Straps, 1933-5: 
20, 21 Reichsminister der 
Luftfahrt 
22, 23 Staatssekretar/DLV 
Fliegerchef 
24, 25 Fliegerkommodore 
26, 27 Fliegervize· 
kommodore 
28, 29 Fliegerkommandant 
30, 31 Fliegerkapitan 
32, 33 Schwarmfuhrer 
34, 35 Kenenfiihrer 
36, 37 Oberflugmeister, 
Bordoberfunkmeister, 
Obermeister 

DEUTSCHER LUFTSPORT-VERBAND (GERMAN AIR SPORTS ORGANlZATION) 

In the 1935 edition of the semi-official 
publication Der Dtenst-Unterricht im Heere 
compiled by Dr. jur. W. Reibert and pub
Lished by E. S. Mittler & Sohn of Berlin. the 
second most senior position in the DLV was 
shown to have undergone a change in liUe 
but without any change to the insignia of 
rank. The senior position. Reichsminister 
der Luftfahrt. was unaltered. but that of 
StaatssckreUir was changed to a new rank 
term of DLV Fliegerchef. At the same time a 
further new rank was introduced. that of 
DLV Fliegervtzechcf. and interposed 
between DLV Fliegcrchef and Fliegerkom
modore. The Insignia for the rank of DLV 
Fliegervizechcf consisted of white collar 
patches with gold-embroidered wreath sur
rounding a single wing and a shoulder cord 
of plaited gold-coloured cords on whi1e cloth 
underlay but without any gold 'bars·. This 
new rank was the equivalent of the Luftwaffe 
rank of General major. 

Insignia of rank. Collar patches. s houlder 
cords and s houlder-straps, 1933-5 
Collar patches were worn in matching. 
mirror pairs. one to each collar of the open
necked Service Tunic and the formal DLV 
Full-Dress Uniform. Shoulder cords and 
shoulder-straps were only worn as a single 
item on the right shoulder. This use of a 
single s houlder cord o r s houlder-strap 
applied to all DLV personnel other than 
those of the German Transportation Flying 
School (Deutsche Verkehrsfliegerschule). 
These persons were distinguished by wear
ing their shoulder-straps or cords In pairs. 
one to each shoulder. Collar patches (Fig. 
20) for the rank of Rcichsminister der Luft
fahrt, also referred to as Minister. had a 
white base with gold embroidery and gold
coloured twls1ed piping. The s houlder cord 
(Fig. 21) had a white cloth underlay with 
gold plaited cording. gold 'bars· and gilt 
metal button. The Insignia for the rank of 
Staatssekreti:ir (Figs. 22 and 23). a rank 
term later changed to DLV Fliegerch ef. were 
of the same colouring as described for Items 
20 and 21 above. 

The colour of the collar patches and the 
underlay to shoulder cords and piping to 
s houlder-straps of the remaining DLV 
ranks. Fltegcrkommodore down to Flieger. 
were in one of three colours. Black was used 
by staff personnel of the Reichs luftfahrt
ministerlum (Civil Aviation Ministry): yellow 
by personnel of the Deutsche Verkehrs
fliegerschuJe (German Transportation 
Flying School - this branch of the DLV was 

In fact the clandestine forerunner of the 
Luftwaffe proper): and blue for personnel 
from all other sections of the DLV (see also 
page Ill. under the heading 'DLV Spiegel
farben'). 

Personnel of the rank of Fliegerkom
modore wore collar patches (Fig. 24) with 
the wreath. wings and twisted piping in 
s ilver-aluminium. The shoulder cord (Fig. 
25) had plaited cording and 'bars' in s ilver
aluminium with the butlon in white metal. 
The ranks of Fliegervlzekommodore and 
f liegerkommandant had collar patches and 
shoulder cords (Figs. 26 and 27: Figs. 28 
and 29 respectively). as described for items 
24 and 25. 

A DLV fliegerkapltan displayed collar 
patches (Fig. 30) with wings and twisted 
piping to the patches In silver-aluminium. 
The twisted cording and 'bars' on the 
shoulder cord (fig. 31) were a lso in silver
alum inium. wi th a whi te-metal butlon. The 
same colouring and con figuration for the 
collar patches and shoulder cords worn by 
personnel with the rank of Schwarmfi.ihrer 
(F'igs. 32 and 33) and Kettcnfi.ihrer (figs. 34 
and 35) were as described for items 30 and 
3 1 above. 

The ranks of Oberflugmcister. Bordober
funkmeister and Obermeistcr wore a pair of 
collar patches each of which had nat. silver
aluminium braid stitched along two sides 
and four white-metal wings (Fig. 36). The 
blue-grey cloth shoulder-strap was piped in 
black, yellow or blue depending on the 
wearer's function and matching the colour 
of the collar patches. The strap had white 
metal or blue-grey painted metal button. All 
remaining ranks from Oberflugmeister, 
Bordoberfunkmclstcr. Obermeister down to 
fli eger wore the same pattern of shoulder
strap (Fig. 37). a plain blue-grey cloth strap 
piped in the appropriate colour. with a metal 
button, either in white metal or with a blue
grey painted finish. depending on the 
quality of the uniform worn. 

The ranks of Flugmeister. Bordfunker
meister and Meister (Fig. 38): Unterflug
meister. Bordunterfu nkmelster and Unter
mcister (Fig. 39): and I. Flugzeugfiihrer, I. 
Bordfunker and Oberwart (fig. 40) all wore 
patches with flat . silver-aluminium braiding 
and wh ite metal wings. the number of which 
depended on their rank. The remaining 
ranks of 2. Flugzeugfi.ihrcr. 2. Bordfunker 
and Wart (Fig. 41 ): Hilfsflugzeugfi.ihrer, 
Hilfsbordfunker. and Unterwart (Fig. 42); 
Obcrflieger (Fig. 43) and Flleger (Fig. 44) all 
had plain collar patches with four. three. 
two or one white metal wings respectively. 
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left: The DLV Flying 
personnel Trade Badge 
worn on the left forearm. 

Below left: Three 
uniformed members of the 
original Dl V greet Elli 
Beinhom (left) and Thea 
Rasche (right) on board the 
liner SS New York. Both 
ladies had successfully 
returned from flights 
recently made: Elli 
Beinhom from publicity 
fly1ng 1n central and North 
America and Thea Rasche 
having taken part in the 
England to Australia Air 
Race 

DLV Insignia of Rank. 
Collar Patches, Shoulder 
Cords and Shoulder
Straps, 1933- 5: 
38 Flugrneister, 
Bordlunkrneister, Me1ster 
39 Unterflugrneister, 
Bordunterfunkmeister, 
Untermeister 
40 1 Flugzeugfiihrer, 
1. Bordlunker, Oberwart 
41 2. Flugzeugfiihrer, 
2. Bordfunker, Wart 
42 Hilfsflugzeugfiihrer, 
Hilfsbordlunker, Unterwart 
43 Oberflieger 
44 Flieger 

DLV Specialist Trade 
Badges, 1933-5: 
45 Medical personnel 
46 Flying personnel 
47 Balloonist badge 
48 Technical personnel 
49 DLV motor vehicle 
driver 



Right: Senior officers 
of the DLV. Identifiable 
personalities are 
from left to right: Flieger
kommodore Walther 
Wever wearing white
topped summer cap, 
Fliegerkommodore Bruno 
Loertzer hand on waist
belt, General Werner von 
Blomberg, Minister of War 
and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Wehrmacht, Staats
sekretar Erhard Milch and 
a Fliegerkapitan also 
wearing a white-topped 
summer cap. 
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Specialist Badges, 1933-5 
All badges carried a design in light grey 
cotton threads on a circular blue-grey cloth 
backing, 5.3cm in diameter. They were worn 
on the left forearm 1 em above the turn-back 
cuff of the DLV Tunic and Greatcoat. These 
badges were worn only by DLV personnel 
below the rank of KettenfUhrer. 

Fig. 45 was worn by Medical personnel (DLV 

46 47 

Sanltatspersonal). 
Fig. 46 was for wear by flying personnel (DLV 

Fliegendespersonal). 
Fig. 47 was the Balloonist badge (Balian

fahrer). 
Fig. 48 was worn by technical personnel 

(Fiugzeug-personal) 
Fig. 49 is thought to have been worn by DLV 

motor vehicle drivers (DLV Kraft
fahrer) (Item In author's collection.) 

48 49 
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Segelflugabte ilung (Glide r Section ) 

Th is section concentrated on glider training 
and flying. Its members wore two distinctive 
patterns of dress as well as a Uniform Tunic 
not dissimilar to that worn by other 
members of the DLV. 

Working Dres s 
For Working Dress Glider pilots wore a four
buttoned single-breasted. open-neck jacket 
that had no skir t but finished at the waist
line. not unlike the British post-war Battle 
Dress Blouse (Fig. 50). The jacket had two 
pleated breast pockets with straight flaps , 
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each secured by a single button. The ends of 
the cuff-less sleeves had a further two 
buttons each. The jacket was worn with 
high-waisted riding breeches and riding 
boots. A light-blue collar-attached shirt with 
black tie and the Uniform Peaked Cap com
pleted the outfit. The insignia on this 
Working Dress jacket consisted of the dis
tinctive collar patches as s hown opposite 
plus. the national emblem. as shown on page 
1 7 and any particular awards or decora
tions belonging to the individual. 

Shirt and Breeches 
Another form of Working Dress worn during 
summer months was the Shirt and Breeches 

50 DLV Segelflugabteilung 
Working Uniform 

51 DLV Segelflugabteilung 
Working Uniform, worn 
mainly during summer 
months 



DLV Glider Flying 
Detachment, Insignia of 
Rank. Breast Badges, 
Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
52, 53, 54 Leiter der 
Abteilung Segelflug bei 
Prasidium 
55, 56, 57 Segelflugref
erent bei d.Landesgruppe 
58, 59, 60 Segelflugsturm
fiihrer 
61, 62, 63 Segelflug
truppefiihrer 
64, 65, 66 Segelflugschar
fiihrer 

54 

63 

SEGELFLUGABTEILUNG [GLIDER SECTION) 

57 

60 

64 

66 
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I. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

(F'tg 51 I The long-sleeved shirt. presumed 
to be In blue-grey. with cuffs secured by a 
single button. was worn with the collar 
fastened at the neck and with a black lie. 
The shirt had breast pockets with pleats and 
stnglc-polnl flaps. each fastened by a single 
button. As with the Working Jackel. the 
Working Shirt was worn tucked Into riding 
breeches. A broad leather waist-belt was 
worn through loops on the breeches. 
Leather rldtng boots and a blue-grey fore 
and aft cap was worn. The Insignia on the 
Workln~ Shirl was like that worn on the 
Working jacket - s imple. It consisted of the 
distinctive diamond-shaped breast badges 
worn above the centre of the right breast 
pocket. and the national emblem on the 
upper left sleeve. 

Un ifonn Tunic 
This was of the same destgn as that 
previously described for the SeJVIce 
Uniform. but the single shoulder-strap worn 
on the right s houlder was of the type shown 
as Ftg. 37. 

Insignia of Rank: breast badges, collar 
patches and s houlder-straps 
Three patterns of rank Insignia were worn 
on the three different styles of uniform 
dress. 

For the summer wear Working Shirl a 
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single diamond-shaped breast badge was 
worn over the right breast pocket (F'Ig. 51). 
On the short-waisted Winter Blouse collar 
patches were worn In matching. mirror 
pairs (F'tg. 50) and on the SeJVIce Tunic (not 
Illustrated. but of the same design and cut 
as the DLV SeJVIce Tunic) a single shoulder
strap was worn on the right shoulder only. 

All three Items for the rank of Letter der 
Abtellung Segetnug bel Prasldlum. the 
breast patch (Fig. 521. the collar patches 
(F'Ig. 53) and the s houlder-strap (Fig. 54). 
had embroidered emblems on a backing of 
blue-grey cloth. The breast patch had the 
emblem worked In white cotton threads on 
to a diamond patch of blue-grey cotton 
material. The edging to the patch was 
formed by a solid band of cotton stitching. 
The emblem on the blue-grey serge material 
of the collar patches and the shoulder-strap 
was hand-worked In silver-aluminium 
threads. Both these Items were piped In 
twisted silver-aluminium cording. 

The breast patch (F'tg. 551. collar patches 
(Fig. 56) and s houlder-strap (F'tg. 57) for the 
rank of Segetnugreferent bel d.Landes
gruppe were of the same quality and colour
Ing as the three Items described above. 

For the rank of SegelOugsturmfi.lhrcr the 
breast patch (F'tg. 581. the collar patches 
(Fig. 59) and the shoulder-strap (Ftg. 601 
had background material of the same 

Right : An Untermeister of 
the Retchsluftaufsicht on 
duty 

l eft: Personnel of the Dl V 
Segelflugabteilung flying 
elastK-powered model 
a1raaft. 



67 First-pattern Reichs
Luft-Aufsicht duty gorget 

REICHSLUFTAUFSICHT (AIRFIELD TRAFFIC CONTROL) 

quality and colour as described for Figs. 55. 
56 and 57, but the emblem on all three items 
was machine-embroidered in white cotton 
yarn. and piping consisted of twisted 
cording alternating in black. while and red 
silk threads. 

The breast patches {Figs 61 and 64), collar 
patches !Figs 62 and 65) and shoulder
straps (Figs 63 and 66) for the two remain
ing ranks, Segelflugtruppeflihrer and Segel
flugscharflihrer. were all of a similar quality 
and colouring. The breast patches were of 
blue-grey cotton material. the collar patches 
and shoulder-straps were in blue-grey serge 
cloth. The embroidered designs were in 
white cotton threads. machine-embroid
ered, and the only piping used was that on 
the shoulder-straps which was in light blue 
cotton. 

Reichsluftaufs icht (Airfield Traffic 
Control) 

Also referred to officially as 'Luftpolizei". this 
organization was brought into being in 
1934 and is thought to have existed until at 
least 1944. if not until the end of the war in 
Europe in 1945. Its personnel wore the same 
style of uniform as that worn by the DLV. 
but were distinguished by the use of light 
green as their arm-of-service colour. 1 Once 
the DLV had ceased to exist, its task taken 
over by the NSFK. the uniforms worn by the 
Reichsluftaufsicht were as those worn 
within the Luftwaffe proper. still of course. 
retaining their light green Waffenfarbe. All 
personnel serving in the early Reichsluftauf
sicht held one of the three ranks used: 

Obermeister im Reichsiuftaufsichtdienst. 
Meister im Reichsluftaufsichtdienst. 
Untermeister im Reichsluftaufsicht
dienst. 

The first two ranks were equivalent to junior 
officers in the Luftwaffe (Oberleutnant and 
Leutnant). the last that of an Oberfeldwebel 
in the Luftwaffe. However. at a date as yet 
un-established but thought to be sometime 
between 1937 and 1939. normal Luftwaffe 
rank terms were used within the Reichs
luftaufsicht. It is also probable that both the 
number of personnel and the area and scale 
of their responsibility was greatly increased. 

Gorgets 
When on duty personnel wore a special 
gorget of which there were two patterns. The 
first (Fig. 67), introduced in 1934, was a 
plain, matt-silver plate with a raised rim 
manufactured in the nickel alloy known as 
'German silver'. The lettering ' REICHS-LUFT-
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AUFSICHT', the stylized wings and the circle 
containing a swastika were of solid brass 
and gilt plated. The reverse was covered in 
blue-grey wool cloth. This pattern did not 
have corner bosses. The chain was made up 
of a series of closely conjoined, interlocked 
and slightly twisted silver metal rings. The 
item measured 15.8cm wide by 9cm high. 

The second pattern (Fig. 68), brought into 
use in 1937, was made of lightweight 
aluminium throughout, with an anodized 
light-grey matt-finish. The design of the 
centre-piece was the same as for the first 
pattern, but it was die-cast in tombac, a 
copper and zinc alloy with a dark bronzed 
finish. The swastika had a gold-colour 
finish. This pattern had the addition of 
bosses in a colour matching that of the 
plate. The reverse was covered with dark 
green imitation leather. The chain was dif
ferent from the first pattern in that it 
consisted of a series of matt aluminium
silver pressed metal and chain links of the 
type used on the Luftwaffe standard bearer's 
gorget. The overall size of this pattern was 
slightly smaller than the first. 

Flieger-HJ (Flying Hitler Youth) 

The Hitlerjugend assumed an important role 
in making the youth of Germany aware of 
the thrill of flying and encouraging air
minded boys to pursue their interests and 
start them on the path to becoming pilots. 
Flying Hitler Youth was one of a number of 
specialist sections of the Hitlerjugend 
movement. It began life in 1933 as the 
Fliegerjugend (Flying Youth) and continued 
as such until 1937 when. absorbed into the 
Luftsportscharen (Air Sports Squad), an 
organization set up in September 1935 
under the auspices of the DLV, it became 
known as the Flieger-HJ. 

I do not intend to deal with the uniforms 
and the ranks of the Hitler Youth. This 
subject is admirably covered in the recent 
book by David Littlejohn, MA. assisted by 
Harry Hinds, entitled The Hitler Youth (see 
Bibliography). But I have included two of the 
cloth badges that were worn by members of 
the Flieger-HJ. 

The arm badge, as worn by members of 
the Fliegerjugend between 1933 and 1938 
(Fig. 69). The diamond cloth patch was sky
blue in colour with the winged propeller 
design usually worked in white cotton 
threads, occasionally in silver-aluminium 
bullion threads. 

The Luftsportscharen arm badge (Fig. 70). 
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It had white stylized wings and propeller 
overlaid with a white-edged. black swastika 
set on a red circle and all on a light tan 
background. 

The subject of Hitler Youth serving with 
anti-aircraft ba tteries is dealt with in 
Volume 1940-5. 

Regiment 'General Goring': Origins 
and Pre-war Development 

The uniforms and insignia worn by this 
formation are closely bound up with the 
history of the unit and therefore it is neces
sary to cover in broad outline the pre-war 
development of the Regiment. 

Within a month of Adolf Hitler becoming 
Chancellor of Germany (30 J anuary 1933) 
Hermann Goring, in his capacity as the 
Prussian Minister of the In terior , issued a 
decree that established on 23 February 1933 
a special police unit under the command of 
Major der Schutzpolizei (Police Major) 
Wecke. 

Polizeiabteilung Wecke 
Initially known as 'Polizeiabteilung Wecke'. 
the establishment of this police battalion 
consisted of: 
1. One Police Battalion Headquarters 
(Polizie-Abteilungkommando). 

68 Second-pattern Reichs
Luft-Aufsicht duty gorget 

69 Fliegerjugend arm 
badge 
70 Luftsportscharen arm 
badge 



Right: Flieger Hitlerjugend 
and Marine Hitlerjugend 
parade at Marienburg 
Castle in West Prussia. The 
youth nearest the camera 
is wearing the Luftsports· 
scharen arm badge. 

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORIGINS AND PRE· WAR DEVELOPMENT 

2. Three Pollee Stand-by Companies (Pollzie· 
Be rei tschaften ). 
3. One Pollee Motor-Cycle Platoon (Pollzie
kraftradzug). 
4. One Pollee Signals Platoon (Pollzie
fernmeldezug). 
5. Two Armoured Cars (Sonderwagen). 

In German pollee parlance of the time, a 
'Bereitschaft' was the equivalent of a 
'Kompanie' and before the term 'Bereit
schaft' was used a Pollee Company was 
referred to as a 'Hundertschaft'. An 
'Abtellung· was the equivalent of a 'BataiUon· 
and the term 'Gruppe' referred to a 'Regl-
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menr. The Pollee Stand-by Companies had a 
strength of fou r commissioned officers and 
106 Pollee Wachtmelster. The Motor-Cycle 
Platoon had a strength of one commissioned 
officer and 38 Pollee Wachtmeister. and the 
Signals Section was run by one commis
sioned officer and 25 men. The Head-
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quarters detachment consisted of six 
commissioned officers and five adminis
trative officials plus twelve Pollee Wacht
meisler. The officers and men of this new 
unit were. with very few exceptions. drawn 
from the ranks of the Berlin Schutzpollzei. 
the matn essential for selection having been 

Left: Oberst der 
Landespolizei Wecke, 
Commander of the Landes
polizeigruppe 'General 
Gbring'. 

Right, top: Police snipers 
from the Polize1abteilung 
Wecke on a rooftop in 
Berlin during an anti
Communist raid. 

Right, below: Berlin Pro
tection Police (Berlin 
Schutzpolizei) assisted by 
men of the Naz1 Hilfs
polizei carrying out raids in 
the Grenadierstrasse and 
the Dragonerstrasse in the 
Jewish quarter of Berlin 
against persons who were 
suspected of throwing 
leaflets. 







left: On 15 September 
1933 Minister Prasident 
Goring dedicated seven 
new land Police Colours 
for 'La ndespolizeigruppe 
Wecke z.b. V.' The swastika 
flag seen in the centre of 
the group is the Nazi Party 
'Blood Flag' carried by 
Jakob Grimminger. Goring, 
accompanied by Ernst 
Rohm and Heinrich 
Himmler, is seen saluting 
Field Marshal von 
Mackensen. 

left: The band of 
landespolizeigruppe 
'General Goring' preceded 
by their Schellenbaum and 
Corps of Drums led by 
their Drum Major. 

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORlGINS AND PRE· WAR DEVELOPMENT 

that the volunteers were imbued with 
National Socialist principles. After the 
detachment was assembled in the 
Augustaner-Kaserne (the former barracks of 
the Konigin-Augusta-Garde-Grenadier
Regiments Nr. 4) in the Friesenstrasse in the 
Berlin-Kreuzberg district special train ing 
began. 

The main task for this police detachment 
consisted in reconnaissance. surveillance 
and raids on Communist cells in Berlin and 
the surrounding areas. Repeated raids were 
undertaken on the left-wing quarters of 
Berlin and in the Schrebergartcn. a large 
open a rea close to the capital. Many of the 
raids were carried out with success, due in 
part to the use of aerial photography under
taken by the Police Air Section (Luftaufsicht) 
before the raids took place. 

In March and April 1933 fifteen large-scale 
raids were carried out. Bm the detachment 
was also heavily engaged on public 
functions. parades and receptions all of 
which made heavy demands on the 
manpower available. This in turn resulted in 
both an increase in the strength of the unit 
and a switch in emphasis of their training. 
From now on training of the police per
sonnel took on a purely military aspect and 
towards the end of March 1933 an addi
tional Polizeibereitschaft was raised followed 
in April by a trench mortar company and a 
machine-gun company (Minenwerfer-
Bereitschaft and Maschinengewehr· 
Be rei tschaftl. 

Polizeigruppe Wecke zbV 
The addition of these new un its brought 
about a re-organization of Polizeiabteilung 
Wecke. Each of the former Stand-By 
Companies (Bereitschaften) were expanded 
into two Bereitschaften making a total of 
eight. A new Regimental Headquarters was 
set up with the existing Detachment Head
quarters being expanded into two such 
detachments. The title was changed to 
Polizcigruppe Wecke zbV (zu besonderer 
Verwendung. literally 'for special employ
ment'). After accepting further units. the 
organization was as follows: 

1. One Regimental Headquarters 
(Gruppenstab). 
2. Two Battalion Headquarters (Abteilung
stabe). 
3. Eight Police Stand-by Companies (Bere it
schaften). 
4. One Section of Mounted Police (Berit
tcncrzug). 
5. One Motor-Cycle Platoon (Kraftradzug). 

6. One Motorized Stand-By Company 
( Fah rbere i tschaft). 
7. One Signals Platoon [Fernmeldezug). 
8. One Band (Musikkorpsl. 

On 2 May 1933 the formalion changed its 
quarters when it moved into the barracks of 
the Cadet School at Gross-Lichterfelde, 
formerly the main Army Cadet establish
ment, s ituated in the Berlin-L,ichterfelde 
district. Here it acqu ired a strictly military 
character. In addition to its personnel acting 
as warders in concentration camps and 
carrying out even more anti-Communist 
raids. its first m ilitary exercises were held in 
conjunction with the Reichswehr. In an 
effort to g ive its personnel as much military 
experience as possible both officers and 
policemen were seconded to the Reichswehr 
on a rotating basis. being posted to va rious 
detachments of the Army. It should be 
remembered that all this was happening two 
years before Hitler renounced the restric
tions of the Treaty of Versailles. 

Landespolizeigruppe Wecke zbV 
This reorganization and intens ified military 
training resulted in the unit being detached 
from the general protection police (Allge
rneinen Schutzpolizei) and on 17 July 1933 
being placed under the immediate direction 
of Goring's Prussian Interior Ministry. Once 
again the name of the formation was 
changed. this time receiving the title 
Landespolizcigruppe Wecke zbV (l iterally 
Regional Police Regiment Wecke. For Specia l 
Purposes]. As this format ion was the fi rst of 
the Landespolizei units to be raised in 
Germany it was used as the model for all 
other Regional Police Regiments. It was at 
this time that a change in uniforms took 
place when the dark blue Schutzpolizei 
uniform worn by all police formations in 
Prussia was replaced by the first of the new
style green police uniforms (for further 
details sec page 39). 

On 13 September 1933 the Regional Pol ice 
Regiment received its first Colou r. This was 
dedicated with the Blood F'lag of the Nazi 
Par ty and the Colour of the Imper ial Berlin 
Gardeschutzcn-Bataillon. (The Blood Flag 
(Blutfahne) was one of the most honoured 
relics of the Nazi Party. It was the original 
flag that had been ca rried during the 
Munich Putsch of 9 November 1923. It had 
been retrieved soaked in blood from 
amongst the dead and wounded after the 
march had been crushed by volleys of rifle 
fire. Exactly three years later it was paraded 
(the first of countless occasions) when it was 
presented toSS-Sturm 1 (Trad itionssturme) 
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left: Landespolizei 
Colou~ paraded past 
Hermann Goring. Accom
panying him oo the salut· 
tng base, from left to right: 
SS-obergruppenfiihrer Kurt 
Daluge, Chief of Berlin 
Police (wearing black 
Allgemeine-55 uniform); 
Ernst Rohm, Chief of Staff 
of the SA and Reichs· 
ftihrer·SS Heinrich 
Himmler. 

Right: The silver on dark 
bottle-green formation 
cuff-title for wear by all 
ranks of the LPG 'General 
GOnng'. 

Right: Polizei Unter· 
wachtmetster Becker with 
his St. Bernard dog Crino 
von der Barenau. 

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORJGlNS AND PRE· WAR DEVELOPMENT 

of 1 SS-Standarte (Mi.mchen) for their safe· 
keeping. Carried by SS-Standartenfuhrer 
Jakob Grlmmlnger. It was used In dedi· 
cation ceremonies when new flags. stan 
dards and banners were 'consecrated' by 
being touched with the Blood Flag. In his 
address to the troops and spectators as
sembled on the parade ground of the 
Llchterfelde barracks. Hermann Goring 
stated: 'It Is my Intention to transform the 
Prusslan Pollee Force Into one of the 
sharpest weapons that Germany possesses 
and to ensure that If the day should ever 
come when we are faced with an external 
enemy that It can join the ranks of the 
armed forces on an equal level and be of 
service to our Fuhrer.· 

The military training of the Pollee Regi
ment was stepped up and with the collabor
ation of the officers of the Relchsheer It was 
trained and Instructed as an Infantry 
regiment. 

Landespolizeigruppe 'General Goring' 
Progress was rewarded on 22 December 
1933 when. In a letter to Oberst der Landes
pollzel Wecke. Goring ordered that each 
member of the Landespollzelgruppe Wecke 
zbV was to wear on the left forearm a cuff. 
title with the Inscription 'L.P.G. General 
Goring· (see below) and from that date 
the formation was to be known as 
Landespollzeigruppe 'General Goring·. 

Further development of the Landespollzel 
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units resulted on 15 May 1934 when the 
Landespollzetgruppe 'General Goring' was 
placed under the command of the Chief of 
the Landespollzel. thereby becoming an 
Independent force. 

Early In the following year . Prusslan 
Minister Presiden t Hermann Goring decreed 
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tha t the emblem of the former colonial Police 
Troop of German East Africa was to be 
revived and worn by a German pollee for
mation then operating within the Reich. 
The formation chosen for this honour was 
the LPG 'General Goring· and thus It was 
that on 29 May 1934. at a ceremony held In 

Leh: The LPG 'General 
Goring' formation cuff·title 
worn on the police green 
greatcoat 



Right: The 'Cross of the 
South' badge. 

Below: State visit of the 
King and Queen of Siam to 
Berlin. Staatssekretiir 
Lammers (in Allgemeine-SS 
black uniform) and Foreign 
Mmister Freiherr von 
Neurath (in frock coat and 
top hat) are shown here 
among the welcoming 
party. The police officer on 
the extreme left of the 
group is Oberstleutnant 
Friedrich Wilhelm Jakoby. 
He wears on his left fore
arm both the LPG 'General 
GOring' formation cuff-title 
and just above it the Cross 
of the South badge. 

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORIGINS AND PRE· WAR DEVELOPMENT 

the main officers· training school In the 
Berlln-Lichterfelde barracks. the ·cross of 
the South' insignia of the old German East 
African pollee troop (see pa~c 38) was 
bestowed upon the men of the I. 
Hundertschaft (Company) of the Landes
pollzelgruppe 'General Goring·. At the 
request of General Franz Ritter von Epp. 
President of the Colonial Political Office of 
the NSDAP. this distinction was also exten
ded to the Commanders of the LPG General 
Goring and the I. Abtellung plus both their 
adjutants. A further request was a lso made 
by von Epp for the same emblem to be 
carried below the laurel wreath on the 
Colour of the Landespollzetgruppe 'General 
Gortng'.2 (The 'Cross of the South' emblem 
continued to be worn on the left forearm of 
the personnel of the formation even after it 
had been transferred to the Luftwaffe. 
However a decree dated 8 November 1938 
and Issued by the Minister of the Interior 
(Wllhelm Frick) stated that the traditional 
emblem should be transferred back to a 
Pollee Formation. The transfer took place 
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during a short military ceremony witnessed 
by veterans from the former German East 
African territories when I . Kompanic of 
Regiment 'General Goring· officially handed 
over the ·cross of the South' to a mounted 
detachment of the Greater Berlin Protection 
Pollee.) 

The former Abtcllungen received the title 
of 'Jager Batalllone· (Rifle Battalions) and 
the men of these battalions were referred to 
by the new rank title of 'Jager· (formerly 
·wachtmclster') and 'Oberjagcr (formerly 
'Truppwachtmclster'). 

On 22 June 1934 the original commander 
of the formation. Oberst dcr Landcspollzel 
Wecke. retired to take up a ·new task'. He 
was succeeded by Obcrstlcutnant Friedrich 
Wilhelm Jakoby who until then had been 
Adjutant to Hermann Goring. At the same 
time the LPG 'General Goring· was placed 
under the command of the Landcspollzei 
Inspection 'Brandenburg· with the proviso 
that the Prusslan Minister President 
reserved for himself the right to control the 
actions and duties undertaken by his unit. 

By I October 1934 the Pollee Regiment 
had moved to new barracks. The Landes
pollzclgruppe 'General Goring·. to which had 
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been added another Landespollzel battalion. 
were billeted In three separate barracks In 
Berlln-Spandau. Bcrlln-Charlotlenburg and 
Berlln-Relneckendorf. districts particularly 
hostile to the Nazis. 

With the proclamation of the Law for the 
Reconstruction of the National Defence 
Forces Issued on 16 March 1935. Landes
polizclgruppe 'General Goring· by order of 
the Fuhrer and Chancellor once more 
became Independent and was placed under 
the personal command of the Prusslan 
Minister Prasldent. 

Regiment 'General Goring' 
By now the Group was completely motorized 
and the training undertaken was the same 
as that carried out by motorized rifle units of 
the Army. On 26 April 1935 an anti-tank 
detachment and a special detachment con
sisting of the existing motor-cycle platoon 
and a newly raised pioneer platoon was 
brought Into being. Picked personnel pro
vided an honour guard for Hermann Goring 
and on I April 1935. with yet another 
change of title. this time to Regiment 
'General Goring·. It was Inspected by the 
Fuhrer accompanied by Goring. 

Above: Witnessed by 
veterans from the former 
German East African 
territories, officers and 
men of the Regiment 
'General Goring' hand over 
the traditions of the East 
African Police Troop to the 
Greater.-Bertin Protection 
Police. 



71 State Police Group 
'General Goring' Transition 
Uniform Tunic 

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORIGINS AND PRE-WAR DEVELOPMENT 

In 1935 the Regiment took part in the 
annual large-scale 'Autumn Manoeuvres' 
which had begun on 8 September. Th ey also 
took part in the Nuremberg Reichs Party Day 
rally when, on 11 September , the Regiment 
was inspected by the Luftwaffe Chief of Staff 
Gencralleutnant Wever. This was the first 
indication that yet another change in the 
fortune of the formation was afoot. and on 1 
October 1935 the Regiment was officially 
incorporated into the Luflwaffe. 

An officer of the Luftwaffe General Staff 
was seconded to the Regiment on 29 October 
1935 in order to formulate the new tasks 
that faced the Regiment in peace and in war. 
In the event of war, t he regiment was to be 
responsible for the defence of the a reas 
allotted to them against enemy air and 
ground attacks, and the protection of the 
headquarters of the Supreme Commander of 
the Luftwaffe. These tasks required a 
further re-organization of the Regiment. The 
first Jager Ba ttalion was changed into a 
parachute rifle battalion ; the second 
remained unaltered; the third was converted 
to a light anti-aircraft detachment. 

On 21 April 1936 the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions of Regiment 'General Goring' 
received Colours. These were identical with 
the Colour presented to the 1st Battalion. 
but were without the 'Southern Cross' 
emblem. 
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and to be worn at the time of the changeover 
was now resolved. The members of the 
Regiment conti~ued to wear for a six-month 
period the green Landespolizei uniforms but 
with the addition of the Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika over the right breast pocket (see 
Fig. 71 ). They also wore normal Luftwaffe 
insignia on their police-green uniform 
peaked caps. On 23 March 1936 the com
plete changeover was effected. The Luftwaffe 
blue-grey uniform was worn with distinctive 
white collar patches and white piping. All 
personnel wore the dark blue 'General 
Goring' cuff-title (see page 189). Members of 
the J ager Battalions wore rifle-green piping 
arourid their white collar · patches, while 
those of the 3rd Battalion, the Flak Bat
talion, wore bright-red edging (see page 
l 18 ). 

As of 1 December 1935 Regiment 'General 
Goring' was organized as follows: 
1. Regimental Headquarters with the 
Regimental Signals Platoon. 
2. One Motor-Cycle Company. 
3. One Pioneer Company. 
4. One Cavalry Platoon. 
5. One Jager (rifle) Battalion of Paratroops 
with Headquarters Signals Section. three 
Rifle Companies and one Machine-Gun 
Company. 
6. One Jager (rifle) Battalion with Head
quarters Signals SecUpn, three Rifle Com
panies and one Machine-Gun Company. 
7. One Anti-Aircraft Detachment with Head
quarters Signals Platoon, three Anti-Aircraft 

· Batteries of which two were 2cm and one 
3. 7cm calibre. 

On 11 July 1936 another rifle company 
was raised as a Guard Company and ab
sorbed into the Regiment 'General Goring'. 
Guard duties required for the Reichs
minister for Aviation and Commander-in
Chief of the Luftwaffe had by this time 
become so great that on 1 April 1937 a 
further Guard Company was raised. In the 
meantime the Regimental Commander, 
Oberstleutnant Jakoby, was posted to the 
Air Ministry and on 13 August 1936. his 
successor, Major i.G.Walther von Axthelm, 
took command of the Regiment. 

Further changes were made within the 
Regiment under the new Commander. The 
two Guard Companies were merged to form 
a single Guard Battalion and the 2nd Jager 
Battalion was converted to a heavy anti
aircraft detachment. With effect from 1 
October 1937 the organization of the 
Regiment stood as follows: 
1. Regimental Headquarters with a Signals 
Platoon . 
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2. One Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regimen t with 
three ba tteries of 8.8cm and one ba ttery of 
3.7cm guns. 
3. One Light Anti-Aircraft Regimen t with 
Headquarters and a Headquarters battery 
plus th ree ba tteries of 2cm gu ns. 
4. One Gua rd Battalion with Headquarters. 
a Cavalry Platoon. one Motor-Cycle Compa ny 
and two Guard Companies. 
5. One Parachute Rifle Battalion with Head
quarters. th ree Rifle Companies , one 
Machine-Gun Company and one Pioneer 
Company. 

On 1 April 1938 the Pa rachute Rifle Bat
talion was detached from Regiment 'General 
Goring· and pos ted to Stendal as I Fall
sch irmjager-Regiment 1 (I Battalion of 
Parachute-Regiment 1). 

Reinforcements to the Guard Battalion by 
a further Guard Company meant that by 1 
Augus t 1938 Regiment 'General Goring· 
consisted of: 
1. Regimental Headqua rters with a Signals 
Pla toon. 
2. Two Flak Ba ttalions. 
3. One Guard Battalion. 

On 1 July 1938 the Regiment had been 
ordered to ra ise a new forma tion consisting 
of a 2cm anti-aircraft battery for the per
sona l defence of the Fuhrer and the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe. By 
drawing upon officers and men from the 
various Flak Regiments in Germany the new 
unit was established on 1 November 1938. 

A search-light battalion was ra ised 
together with a further anti-aircraft bat
talion and these were absorbed into the 
Regiment so that by the beginning of 1939 
the Reg iment 'General Goring· had a 
s trength of: 
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1. Regimental Headquarters. 
2. Three Anti-Aircraft Battalions. 
3. One Search-Light Battalion . 
4 . One Guard Bat talion. 

The Regiment was housed in newly con 
structed barracks in Berlin-Reinickendorf 
and in Velten Camp which had been built on 
the edge of the regimental training area. Th e 
barracks had been built in accorda nce with 
the personal wishes of Goring and their 
appearance and layout was very attractive. 

During 1938 and 1939 the Regiment had 
taken part in the Austrian Anschlus (March 
1938), the occupation of the Sudetenland 
(October 1938) and the subsequent occu
pation of Bohemia and Moravia (March 
1939). The Regiment took no part in the 
Polish campaign of September 1939. being 
posted ins tead to home duties. 

State Police Regiment 'General Goring': 
Rank Insignia 
Personnel holding the rank of general in this 
police formation were distinguished by 
wearing collar patches that carried an his
toric design (Fig. 74). Identical with the 
design on the brigh t red collar patches worn 
by a rmy generals. the police generals' gold
embroidered device was worked on to a 
patch of g reen cloth . Their shoulder-straps 
had triple plaited cord ing. the two outer 
s trands in gold and the inner strand of 
s ilver-aluminium Russia braid (Fig. 75).The 
whole assembly was mounted on a green 
cloth underlay. The buttons were in gilt 
metal. 

All officers below the rank of general wore 
the same design and colouring of collar 
patch. another feature copied from the 
German Army. The patches, worn as all 

72 Dress Aiguillettes as 
worn by officers of the 
State Police Regiment 
'General Goring' 

73 Duty Aiguillette as 
worn by an adjutant in the 
State Police Regiment 
'General Goring' 

Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps of the 
State Police Regiment 
'General Goring' : 
74, 75 General der Polizei 
76 Officers' collar patch 
77 Oberst 
78 Oberstleutnant 
79 Major 
80 Hauptmann 
81 Oberleutnant 
82 leutnant 
83 Collar patch for NCOs 
and ORs 
84 Polizei-Obermeister 
85 Polizei-Meister 
86 Polizei-Hauptwacht
meister 
87 Polizei-Oberwacht
meister 
88 Polizei-Wachtmeister 
(with more than four years' 
service) 
89 Polizei-Unterwacht
meister. 
90 Anwarter 
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74 75 76 77 78 79 

80 81 82 83 84 85 

86 87 88 89 90 
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collar patches were, in matching, mirror 
pairs. had a device in s ilver bullion threads 
embroidered on to a green cloth base. 

The shoulder-straps for the three ranks of 
Police Oberst (Fig. 77), Oberstleutnant (Fig. 
78) and Major (Fig. 79) all had two strands of 
plaited silver-aluminium Russia braiding 
mounted on a green cloth underlay. The 
rank stars were in gilt metal and the pebble
surfaced buttons were of white-metal. For 
the three police ranks of Hauptmann (Fig. 
80). Oberleutnant (Fig. 81) and Leutnant 
(Fig. 82) the straps consisted of two strands 
of Russia braiding la id nat on to a green 
cloth underlay. Rank stars were in gilt metal 
and buttons in white-metal. 

The style of collar patch worn by a ll 
remaining police ranks was similar to that 
used in the army by personnel of s imilar 
ranks. It consisted of silver--aluminium 
'litzen· s titched to a backing of green cloth. 
The patches were edged with twisted s ilver
a luminium piping (Fig. 83). 

The shoulder-straps for the rank of 
Polizei-Obermeister (Fig. 84) were con
structed with an outer strand of green s ilk 
Russia braiding and a plaited inner central 
section of both green silk and s ilver
aluminium Russia braiding. The whole con
struction was mounted on to an underlay of 
green cloth. Buttons were in white. pebble
surfaced metal. 

The next three junior ranks of Polizei
Meister (Fig. 85). Polizei-Hauptwachtmcister 
(Fig. 86) and Polizei-Oberwachtmeister (Fig. 
87) a ll had s imilar construct ion. The outer 
strand of nat Russia braiding was in s ilver
aluminium with the inner strand in green 
silk. Rank stars were in s ilver white-metal. 
Buttons were also of white-metal with a 
pebbled-surface. 

Personnel with the rank of Polizei
Wachtmeister (Figs. 88 and 89) wore 
shoulder-straps consisting o_f two strands of 
green silk nat Russia braid with the outer 
strand having small silver wire chevrons set 
at intervals along its length. The underlay 
was. as for a ll other straps. in green cloth 
with buttons of white-metal. The small 
dev ice as seen on Fig. 88. consisting of a 
s trip of silver-aluminium braiding worn ·at 
the base of the strap. was used to indicate a 
Polizei-Wachtmeister with more than four 
years· service. 

The lowest rank (Anwarter) wore shoulder
straps (Fig.90) that had two strands of green 
silk braiding on a green cloth underlay. The 
buttons were of white-metal. 

Police personnel with the rank of Polizei-
Hauptwachtmeister a nd Polizei-Ober-
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wachtmeister were further distinguished by 
wearing special arm badges. These con
sisted of a circular green cloth patch in the 
centre of which was mounted a white-metal 
device known as a Prussian Police Star. For 
the Hauptwachtmeister rank this patch was 
surrounded with white edging and was 
without edgi ng for the rank of Oberwacht
meister. 

A point of interest is that the Prussian 
Police Star emblem in white-metal was a lso 
worn on the front of the black-topped SA 
kepi and the right-hand collar patch by 
personnel of the SA Auxiliary Police of the 
Group Berlin-Brandenburg (later retitled as 
the Field Police of the Group Berlin
Brandenburg). and in gilt metal on the 
white-topped kepi and right-hand collar 
patch by members of the Feldjagerkorps in 
Preussen. It was no acc ident that both these 
SA units were raised as police units at the 
instigation of Hermann Goring in his 
capacity as Commander- in-Chief of the 
Prussian Police. (For furter details sec the 
author's German Uniforms of the Third 
Re ich. 1933-45. Bland ford Press. 1980. pp. 
109-10). 

Swallows' Nests worn by Musicians 
Musicians were distinguished by the 
wearing of Swallows· Nests. The colour of the 
background cloth in every case was dark 
bottle-green . The ends to the seven vertical 
bars of braiding were all finished in a point. 
The lower edge to the wings was finished
with a single. thick strand of Russia braid. 
On the reverse of all musicians· wings were 
five. 1.5cm-long black metal hooks (Fig . 95). 
These engaged with five correspondingly 
positioned thread loops sewn around the 
shoulder seam of the tunic. Swallows· nests 
were removable when the musician was not 
engaged on his musical duties. 

Bugle-majors or the equ ivalent in the 
Police Group wore wings with silver-
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91 Arm badge worn by 
Polizei-Hauptwachtrneister 
92 Arm badge worn by 
Polizei-Oberwachtrneister 
of police schools and 
Stand-by Companies 

Landespolizeigruppe 
'General Goring' 
Musicians' Wings: 
93 Pattern of wings as 
worn by bugle-majors 
94 Pattern of wings as 
worn by bandsmen 
95 Pattern of wings as 
worn by drummers and 
fifers 

Right: The band of the 
Landespolizeigruppe 
Wecke zbV preceded by 
the fifers from the Corps of 
Drums and led by their 
drum-major march through 
the Berlin Brandenburg 
Gate during the first 
minutes of New Year's 
Day, 1934. 
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aluminium fiat braid. silver-aluminium 
Russia braid and a 7cm-deep fringe of 
twisted. silver-aluminium strands (Fig. 93). 
Bandsmen wore wings also with silver
aluminium fiat braid and Russia braiding 
with a silver fringe. 4.5cm deep (Fig. 94). 
Drummers and fifers had wings with matt
grey fiat braid and a strand of matt-grey 
Russia braiding worn without a fringe (Fig. 

93 

95). However. photographic evidence shows 
that these wings were also worn with a 
fringe. presumably made of strands of 
twisted white wool , probably 4.5cm in 
length. Exactly when these fringes were 
added I have so far not been able to estab
lish. but the fact that they were worn in this 
manner was in keeping with. and probably 
influenced. the pattern of wings later used 
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by musicians of the Regiment ·General 
Goring· (sec page 143). 

Steel Helmet Insignia 
The first pattern of insignia worn from 1933 
to 23 April 1934 on the helmets of the State 
Police Group 'General Goring· was the black
and-white shield in the state colours of 
Prussia (Fig. 96). This was worn on the left 
side of the helmet. while the while swastika 
(Fig. 97! worn on its point was on the right 
side of the helmet. From 24 April 1934 to 10 
July 1934 these insignia were transposed so 
that the shield appeared on the right side 
and the swastika on the left side of the 
helmet (not illustrated). A further change 
took place on II July 1934 and lasted until 
28 July 1936. The white swastika (Fig. 98) 
continued to be worn on the left side of the 
helmets of the LPG ·General Goring·. but the 
former black-and-white state shield was 
changed for a shield tilted at an angle in the 
new national colours of the Reich of black. 
white and red (Fig. 99). 

Formation Cuff-Title 
On 22 December 1933 the Police unit 
·Landcspolizeigruppe Wecke z.b .V' was 
renamed 'Landespolizeigruppe 'General 
Goring· and all ranks of this formation 
received a formation cuff-title for wear on 
their police-green uniforms. The band was 
of dark bottle-green cloth. 3 .3cm wide. and 
had the legend 'L.P.G. General Goring· 
embroidered thereon in gothic script. The 
inscription was in silver-aluminium for both 
officers and NCOs. Officers. however. were 
distinguished by having 0.3cm-thick silver
aluminium Russia braid along the upper 
and lower edges to their cuff-titles. while 
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NCOs had a similar edging but In white 
cotton Russia braid. The cuff-title for other 
ranks was without edging and the lettering 
was in machine-embroidered white cotton. 
All versions of this title were worn on the left 
forearm, positioned just above the upper 
edge of the turn-back cuff on both the green 
Service Tunic and the Greatcoat. 

On 23 September 1935 the Landespolizei
gruppe 'General Goring· was transferred to 
the Luftwaffe and re-titled Regiment 
'General Goring·. For a six-month period (23 
September 1935 to 23 March 1936) 
members of this new regiment continued to 
wear the 'L.P.G. General Goring· cuff-title on 
their Police uniform (Fig. 71 J but with the 
addition of the Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem over the right breast 
pocket and on the uniform peaked cap. This 
last item was worn in conjunction with the 
newly introduced Luftwaffe cap Insignia 
consisting of the Reichskokade. surrounded 
by a wreath of oakleaves and flanked by 
stylized wings (see Figs. 4 and 5). 

On 23 March 1936 fresh instructions were 
issued3 that did away with the mixture of 
the green police uniform with certain Items 
of Luftwaffe insignia. Now all ranks of the 
fledgling regiment were ordered to wear the 
Luftwaffe blue-grey uniform with white 
Waffenfarbe and the dark blue 'General 
Goring· cuff-title. see page 189). 

SA-Regime nt 'Feldherrnhalle' 

Viktor Lutze was appointed SA Chief of Staff 
in July 1934. succeeding to the post held by 
the recently deposed. and murdered. SA 
Chief of Staff Ernst Rohm. One of the first 
tasks Lutze undertook on taking up his new 

Left: Members of the 
Landespolizeigruppe 
Wecke zbV relax off duty. 
All are wearing the 
distinctive musicians' 
wings. 

Insignia as worn on the 
steel helmets of the LPG 
'General Goring': 
96, 97 State colours of 
Prussia - black over white, 
worn as a shield on left 
side of helmet and white 
swastika on right side. 
Worn from 1933 to 23 
April1934 

98, 99 White swastika 
worn on left side of helmet 
and German national 
colours of black, white and 
red worn as a shield on 
the right side. Worn from 
11 July 1934 to 28 July 
1936 



Below: The Day of 
National Solidarity, Satur
day4 December 1937. 
Minister President 
Hermann Gonng in his 
capacity as honorary 
Commander·in-Chief of the 
SA-Standarte 'Feldherm
halle' collects voluntary 
contributions from Berlin 
shoppers. GOI'ing is wear
'"9 the SA 'Feldherrnhalle' 
formation cuff-title but 
contrary to normal practice 
it is on his right cuff. 

appointment was the raising of a permanent 
Sturmabtellung. housed In barracks and 
composed of hand-picked volunteers. This 
elite SA-Standarte (Regiment) comprised six 
Sturmbanne (Batta lions) garrisoned 
throughout the Reich at Berlin (HQ). 
Munlch-Erdtng. Hattlngen . Krefeld. Stettln 
and Stuttgart. A seventh garrison. VIenna. 
was added after the Anschluss. Personnel 
had the distinction of being permitted to 
bear arms. and pre-war service In the 
Standarte counted as fulfillment of peace
time military service. The SA-Regiment 
came under the direct command of the SA 
Chief of Staff. In addition to the normal SA 
service. the troops provided honour guards 
for the Party and the State and were 
prepared at any time to serve In the capacity 
of garrison/ occupation troops In those areas 
requiring them. Among Its ceremonial 
duties the S tandarte was charged with the 
task of supplying the Honour Guard at the 
historic monument In Munich known as the 
'Feldherrnhalle'. Thus It was that during the 
Reichsparteltag of September 1936. Hitler 
bestowed on this elite SA-Standarte the title 

SA-REGIMENT 'FELDHERRNHALLE' 

'Fcldherrnhalle ·. 
Pre-war t ra ining consisted of physical 

exercise and general knowledge education. 
guard duties and general security guards. 
Because of this strict training the SA and 
the Party were able to obtain the leaders they 
needed from members of the Regiment. 

On 12 J anuary 1937. to celebrate 
Hermann Goring's birthday. Vlktor Lutze 
appointed Goring honorary Commander-In
Chief of the SA-Standarle 'Feldhem1halle'. 
The appointment was approved by Hitler. 
and Goring. who held the rank of SA
ObergruppenfUhrer. accepted It gratefully. 
Almost Immediately Goring transferred 
control of the Regiment from the SA to that 
of his Luftwaffe. a move which very much 
displeased the SA leadership. 

Outwardly the Regiment continued to 
function In Its SA role. but the troops 
underwent military training Including 
Instruction as parachutists. A young 
National Socialist applicant who wished to 
join th e SA-Standarte 'Feldherrnhalle' had to 
be 18-25 years old and had to have had 
either six months' previous service with the 
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SA or twelve months' service in the Hitler 
Youth. Volunteers s igned on for a period of 
three years. Personnel of the Regiment, 
post-1937, were distinguished as belonging 
to the Luftwaffe by having duel insignia and 
two types of uniform. 

Service Tunic (SA-Dienstrock) 
The brown SA-Service Tunic and Breeches 
were worn as both Walking-Out a nd Parade 
Uniform. It displayed the dis tinctive silver 
and light brown 'Feldherrnhalle' cuff-title 
(see page 48) on the left forearm, plus the 
swastika armband. carmine-coloured colla r 
patches, the right-hand patch displaying the 
regimental emblem (Wolfsengel). up to the 
SA rank of SA-Obersturmbannflihrer, the 
left-ha nd patch the wearer's SA rank (see 
below), and two SA s houlder-straps, one to 
each shoulder (an unusual pre-war feature 
for SA uniforms) (see Figs. 100 to 108). 
Piping to the tunic collar was of carmine and 
white twisted cording. The Luftwaffe version 
of the n ational emblem was worn over the 
right breast pocket on this Tunic. For 
parade and gua rd duties personnel wore the 
specia l pattern gorget (Ringkragen) (see Fig. 
109). 

Tuchrock and Fliegerb1use 
The Luftwaffe blue-grey Tuchrock and 
Fliegerbluse were worn as fi eld service dress 
and wh en on manoeuvres. It is presumed 
th at normal Luftwaffe insignia of ra nk 
(shoulder-straps and colla r patches. colla r 
and cuff rank braiding) were worn together 
with the Luftwaffe vers ion of the national 
emblem. What is known for certa in is that 
the silver on light brown cu ff-title 'Feld
herrnha lle' was worn on the Luftwaffe tunic 
on the left forearm. 

All other items of clothing, head-dress. 
footwear a nd personal equipmen t. were of 
the standard pattern of the pa rticular 
se1vice. SA or Luftwaffe, according to the 
type of uniform worn and the ra nk of the 
wearer. The one exception to this was the 
steel helmet. When worn with the SA
Oienstroek the helmet was of the same 
pattern as used by the German armed forces 
but was brown in colour. When worn 
with the Luftwaffe uniforms the steel helmet 
was blue-grey in colour. Both colours of 
helmet had the s pecial helmet ins ignia, the 
Luftwaffe eagle a nd swastika on the left s ide 
a nd the s ilver and carmine 'Feldherrnhalle' 
monument within a s hield on the righ t side 
(Figs. 111 and 112). (The use of a steel 
helmet by members of the Sturmabteilung 
was fairly uncommon. Those SA units that 
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Selected insignia of rank 
as worn by certain mem
bers of the SA-Regiment 
'Feldhermhalle' 
100, 102 Collar patches, 
collar cording and 
shoulder-strap for the rank 
of SA-Standartenfiihrer 
103, 105 Collar patches, 
collar cording and 
shoulder-strap for the 
Feldhermhalle rank of SA
Sturmfiihrer 
106, 108 Collar patches, 
collar cording and 
shoulder-strap for the 
Feldhermhalle rank of SA
Oberscharfiihrer 

Below: The band of the 
SA-Standarte 'Feldherm
halle' led by their Corps of 
Drums, marching down 
Unter den Linden from the 
Wilhelmplatz, January 1938. 

were permitted to wear this form of pro
tective head-dress were. In addition to the 
SA-Standart 'Feldherrnhane·. the troops of 
the various SA Stabswachen (disbanded 
after 30 June 1934) and the Fcldjagerkorps 
(Incorporated Into the Reich Protection 
Pollee on I April 1935).) 

In October 1938 at the lime of the Sud
etcnland crisis the Regiment was alerted In 
preparation for the attack. but the occupa
tion was over so quickly that their participa
tion was not needed. Instead they carried 
out a demonstration air drop at F'reudenthal 
and then stood down. It was from this lime 
on that the personnel of the Regimen t were 
referred to by their Luftwaffe ranks. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War 
in September 1939 the men of the Standarte 
were transferred to the Luftwaffe's Air 
Landing Assault Battalion. the newly raised 
Fallschlrmjager-Rcgtment 2. and Into the 
lnfanterle-Batalllon 'Feldhe rmhalle'. part of 
Infantry Reglment271 of the German Army. 

SA-REGIMENT 'FELDHERRNHALLE' 

Pre-war SA Ranks 

SA-Standarte 

SA-Standartenfuhrer' 
SA-Obcrsturmbann
fuhrcr 
SA-Sturmbannfuhrcr 
SA-Sturmhaupt
fuhrer 
SA-Obcrsturm
fuhrcr 
SA-Sturmfuhrcr 
SA-Obertruppfuh rer 
SA-Truppfuh rer 
SA-Oberscharfuhrer 
SA-Scharfuhrer 
SA-Rotten fUhrer 
SA-Stu rmann · • 
SA-Mann··· 

Equivalent 
Luftwaffe rank 
Oberst 
Obcrstlcutnant 

Major 
Hauptmann 

Obcrlcutnant 

Leutnant 
Oberfeldwebel 
Feldwebel 
Un terfeldwebel 
Unterofflzler 
Obcrgefrelter 
Gefrelter 
Flleger. etc. 

·The most 1>enlor activ<' SA mnk within th<· Rel(lm<'nl 
"This rank chanl(l'd later to SA.Qbe,-.,lunnmann ••• Thh 
rank chanl(l'd latt:r to SA-Sturmmann 
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109 

109 The pattern of Gorget formed from a series of 
worn by all members of nickel-plated flat metal 
the SA-Regiment links and retainers 
'Feldherrnhalle', other than 
standard-bearers and 110 The pattern of Gorget 
colour-bearers. This worn by standard-bearers 
kidney-shaped stamped and colour-bearers of the 
metal plate had a raised Sturmabteilung, including 
rim. It had a matt- the SA-Regiment 
aluminium painted finish 'Feldherrnhalle'. 
with a gilt-plated edging. This 'Brustschild' (lit. 
The large central one-piece 'breast shield') was 
design of an eagle and produced from polished 
swastika was finished in nickel-plated metal having 
gilt. The neck chain was a matt-gilt central star 
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burst design overlaid with swastika (Fig. 111) worn 
a matt-silver plaited disc on the left side of the 
displaying an eagle and helmet faced forwards and 
mobile swastika. The two was therefore facing in the 
'corner' bosses were also opposite direction to that 
gilt-plated. The neck chain normally used for the 
was made up of Luftwaffe version of the 
interlocking circles of national emblem. It was in 
nickel-plated brass links silver-grey with black 

detailing for all ranks. The 
111, 112 The insignia shield worn on the right 
worn on the steel helmets side (Fig. 112) showed a 
of Luftwaffe troops of the representation of the 
SA-Regiment 'Feldherrn- Ehrenmal Feldherrnhalle in 
halle'. The eagle and Munich. The emblem, the 
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SA runic sign (Wolfsangle) 
and the border to the 
shield were in silver, the 
shield itself in carmine. 
These two emblems were 
worn on both the brown 
steel helmet worn with the 
SA Service Dress uniform 
and the blue-grey helmet 
with the Service Dress 
uniform 

left: Formation cuff-title 
for SA-Standarte 'Feld
herrnhalle'. 

left: A variant in BeVo 
weave of the formation 
cuff-title for SA-Standarte 
'Feldherrnhalle'. 



Right: A member of the 
elite SA-Standarte 'Feld
herrnhalle'. Note the left
hand collar patch insignia, 
the duty gorget and the 
unit formation cuff-title 
worn on the left forearm. 

SA-REGIMENT 'FELDHERRNHALLE' 

Formation Cuff-Title 
As pa rt of the duel insignia worn by 
members of the SA-Standarte 'Feldherrn
halle' both on their brown Sturmabtailung 
uniforms and the blue-grey Luftwaffe uni
forms (see page 46). personnel of the Regi
ment wore the SA cuff-title 'Feldherrnhalle'. 
Unlike the cuff-titles worn within the 
Luftwaffe. which had their inscriptions 
worked on to the cloth of the band. the 
Feldherrnhalle cuff-titles were manu
factured as an integral piece. with the title, 
edg ing and indeed the cloth band itself 
being machine-woven as a complete item. To 
my knowledge there are four versions of the 
same SA tt tie. 
1. A light brown band into which was woven 
in s ilver-aluminium threads the n ame Feld 
herrnhalle. the lettering formed in the 
German script known as 'Suterlin·. Both the 
upper and lower edges to this title had a 
strip of s ilver-aluminium threads. 0.3cm 
thick. woven into the band. It is assumed 
that this qua lity of title was worn by officers 
of the Regiment. 
2. An identical band in colour. size. quality 
and style of lettering. but with the 0.3cm
thick upper and lower edging. produced 
from matt-grey cotton threads. It is assumed 
that this quality of title was worn by NCOs 
and other ranks. 
3- A variant of the officers' quality cuff-title 
had the 'Suterlin' inscription hand
embroidered in silver-aluminium threads on 
to a 'blank' length of cuff-title cloth. 
4. A third distinct pattern of this cuff-title. 
an example of which is in the author's 
collection. is one where the edging and 
German script lettering has been machine
woven in white cotton threads. in the same 
quality as is found on late-pattern BeVo 
weave SS cuff-titles. of the type referred to 
among the collecting fraternity as having a 
'pepper and salt' finish. For this reason it is 
safe to assume that this SA cuff-title was 
produced after 1940. 

All four cuff-titles were 3cm in width with 
edging 0.3cm wide. and were worn on the 
left cuff of the Service Dress Tunic, both in 
the SA and the Luftwaffe. 

Ringk ragen 
The duty gorget worn by personnel of the 
Luftwaffe/SA-Feldherrnhalle formation was 
half-moon shaped, of matt silver-coloured 
metal . Its raised outer rim and the central 
design of an eagle and swastika mounted 
on the gorget plate by three metal prongs 
were in polished gilt finish. The neck chain 
consisted of plain nickel-plated (later 
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Left: The MunKh 
Mannmal was a large 
bronze monument beanng 
the names of sixteen 
NatiOnal Socialists k1lled in 
front of the Feldhermhalle 
dunng the abortive putsch 
of 9 November 1923. 
Erected on the side of the 
Feldhermhalle and guar· 
ded by SS and SA troops, it 
was compulsory for 
passe~S·by to salute the 
bronze monument. The 
Mannmal, but not the 
hrstonc Feldherrnhalle, was 
destroyed after the war in 
accordance With the 
DlrectJve of 13 May 1946, 
ISSued by the Allied 
Control Council for 
Germany. This directive 
Oldered the destruction of 
all military and National 
SocialiSt memorials and 
miLtary museums 'tending 
to PfeserYe and keep ahve 
the Gelman m1htary tradi· 
bon, to rev~ve militarism Of 

to commemorate the 
NatiOnal Socialist Party or 
of such a nature as to 
glorify war'. 

Right: ~t von Scheele, 
the commander of the first 
detachment of German 
wlunteers to serve m 
Spain. 

Far right: Generalfeld
marschall Hugo Sperrte, 
the first commancler of the 
Legion Condor, 1936-7. 

painted) sheet metal. slightly flattened 
tubular oblong links connected by metal 
alloy rings. These were s imilar to the links 
of the neck chain used on the gorget worn 
by standard-bearers of the Luftwaffe. The 
gorget plate was 17cm wide and I 0.5cm 
high . The reverse was covered with a 
brown cloth backing and on the back of the 
gorget was a central tang with which to clip 
the gorget to the wearer's tunic plus a 
shorter tang for attachment of the IOQSe 
end of the neck chain. 

The Legion Condor 

On 31 July 1936 the first detachment of 85 
German air and ground crew volunteers. 
travelling In mufti as a party of tourists. left 
Hamburg on board the liner Usamoro bound 
for Cadiz. This was the first party of many 
such 'volunteers' to travel from Germany to 
Spain to support General Franco In his war 
against the Spanish Republican Govern
ment. This Initial aid for the Spanish 
Nationalists In what Hitler saw as Franco's 
'fight against Bolshevism·. took the form of 
Heinkel He 5 1 8·1 fighters and Junkers Ju 
52 transport aircraft complete with their air 
crews and support staff. 

In August 1936 the small a ir group oper
ating In Spain was reinforced by fighter 
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aircraft and In the following month a further 
Olglu of fighters. a ntght of reconnaissance 
aircraft. a heavy battery of anti-aircraft guns 
and two tank companies crewed by German 
Army panzer troops were dispatched to 
Franco from Germany via Portugal. The 
pocket battleship Deutschland appeared off 
Ceuta while the two U-Boats U33 and U34 
had been on s tation. patrolling In Spanish 
waters s ince the outbreak of the Civil War. 
Also In September. Oberstleutnant Walter 
Warllmonl. an Army general staff officer 
from the OKH. was appointed Plenipoten
tiary Delegate of the Wehrmacht In Spain. 

By November 1936 It had become clear 
that the war In Spain was going to last far 
longer than originally thought and con
sequently the German authorities began to 
Increase their economic and military 
commitment to Franco. Hermann Goring. as 
Commander-In-Chief of the German Air 
Force. was anxious to advertise the power of 
his Luftwaffe and to test Its new aircraft In 
battle. Because the German Army was re
luctant to commit a substantial number of 
regular troops. German participation In the 
Spanish Burgerkrleg became primarily a 
Luftwaffe affair. 

Officially known as the Legion Condor and 
occasionally referred to as the 'German 
Volunteer Corps·. and under the aegis of the 

5 1 



l. HISTORJCAL DEVELOPMENT 

52 

left: General major Sperrle 
photographed during a 
VISit to the luftwaffe 
volunteen in Spain. On hrs 
peaked cap he is weanng 
the Spanish rank insignia 
for a general, above an 
early version of the Lult· 
waffe national emblem, 
something of an irregular 
combination. 

Far left: General clef 
Fheger Hellmuth 
Volkmann, the second 
commander of the Leg100, 
November 1937 to 
November 1938. 

left: Generalmajor 
Wolfram Freiherr von 
Richthofen, the last com
mander of the Leg100, 
November 1938 to May 
1939. 



Below: Troops of the 
ltg•on march to the quay
side at Vigo in read1ness 
for their departure by sea 
to Hamburg. 

Luftwaffe German volunteers In lar~e 

numbers be~an arriving In Spain In 
November 1936. The first contingent of 370 
volunteer pilots travelling In mujll ~lied for 
Spain ostensibly on a Krajl durch Freudc 
('Strength through Joy') cruise under the 
code-name 'Union·. They were quickly 
followed by more personnel. Altogether some 
6.500 men were landed at Cadiz and trans
ported to Seville. where they furnished the 
nucleus of the Legion Condor. 

Warllmont returned to Germany and 
Generalmajor Hugo Sperrle was appointed 
by Goring on 6 November 1936 to command 
the Legion which. at the outset. comprised 
In addition to those German forces already 
In Spain. the following: 
One bomber group with three squadrons 
of Ju52s. 
One fighter group with three squadrons of 
He5ls. 
One reconnaissance squadron with twelve 
He 70 aircraft 
Four batteries of 88mm anti-aircraft 
guns. 
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Two batteries of light Flak. 
One Air Signals unit with a wireless. a 
telephone and a communications company. 
and an Air Signals security company. 
One Air Park with machine-shops. and 
a leadership staff. 

In December 1936 and January 1937 the 
Legion Condor was further reinforced with 
Luftwaffe personnel. a number of specialist 
Army units and additional 'volunteers·. but 
Its total strength never exceeded some 
20.000men. 

By the summer of 1937 service In Spain 
was already showing valuable results In the 
operational training of Luftwaffe nytng per
sonnel. with the result that the volunteer 
system was abolished and replaced by the 
regular posting of promising young officers 
on a six-to-ten-month rotating basts. 
'Veterans' of the Spanish fighting were re
turned to Germany to become Instructors 
attached to Luftwaffe training bases. In 
order that other senior Luftwaffe officers 
could profit by the experience. Goring 
rotated the command of the Legion at yearly 
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Above: Hermann Goring 
salutes the Honour Stan· 
dard of the Legion Condor 
at the parade held in 
Hamburg to mark the 
return from Spain of the 
German volunteers. 
General der Flieger Sperrte 
is seen saluting on the far 
left. Possibly due to an 
injury the officer second 
from the right is saluting 
with his left hand. 

Left: Von Richthofen, 
centre, salutes Goring at 
the reception for the 
troops of the legion 
Condor held at Hamburg, 
their port of entry on their 
return to Germany. 



Right: The Colours of the 
legion are paraded 
through the Brandenburg 
Gate leading the victory 
parade held in the capital 
on 6 June 1939. 

intetvals. Sperrle. promoted within a year lo 
Generalleutnanl and then lo General der 
Flieger. returned lo Germany at the begin
ning of November 1937 lo take command of 
Luftflolle 3 based at Munich. His successor. 
Generalleutnant Hellmuth Volkmann. held 
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the command from I November 1937 until I 
November 1938. Volkmann likewise won 
promollon lo General der Flieger and on his 
return to Germany was appointed Comman
dant of the Luftkretgsakadcmle In Berlin. 
The last commander of the Le~lon. General-
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Above: Officers of the 
Leg100 march past thelr 
Fuhrer during the victOIY 
parade held in Berlin. 

leh: H1tler greeting 
Luftwaffe and naval 
offiCers of the Leg1on at a 
special reception held after 
the victory parade in the 
Marble Hall of the new 
Reichskanzlei. Here Hitler 
presented the selected 
volunteers with the newly 
Instituted Spanish Cross in 
Gold. 



Above far right: The full
length leather coat much 
favoured by Luftwaffe 
officers, seen here being 
worn by von Richthofen, 
Commander of the legion 
Condor. 

major Wolfram F'relherr von Rlchthofen. had 
served as Chief of Staff to both Sperrle and 
Volkmann. I le took over the command on l 
November 1938 and retained It throughout 
the remaining months of the war. To him fell 
the privilege of leading the Legion Condor on 
Its triumphant return to Germany. After the 
victory parade held In Madrid on 19 May 
1939 and the nnaJ farewell parade for the 
Legion at Leon on 23 May. troops of the 
Legion Condor. after handing over their 
arms and equipment to the Spanish Govern
ment. embarked on slx 'Strength Through 
Joy· ships for Germany. 

On 31 May 1939 the men of the Legion 
landed at Hamburg where they received an 
official welcome from Generalfeldmarshall 
Goring. He announced that the Fuhrer had 
Instituted a new decoration. the Spanlen
kreuz (Spanish Cross). In four classes of 
bronze. silver. gold and gold with brilliants. 

All volunteers from the Civil War were to 
receive one of the four classes. It was fu rther 
announced that the Legion Condor was to be 
officially dissolved within a few days and 
that In proud memory of the Legion the 
name 'Condor' had been bestowed by Hitler 
on a Luftwaffe squadron. an anti-aircraft 
artillery regiment and a signals battalion 
(see page 192). 

A few days after their arrival In Hamburg 
the troops of the Legion proceeded to 
Doberltz. the military centre near Berlin. 
Here on 4 June they were visited by Grand 
Admiral Raeder. Commander-In-Chief of the 
German Navy. Raeder distributed decor
allons to the naval contingent and Goring 
presented decorations to his Air Force 
members of the Legton. 

On 6 June 1939 the Legion Condor under
took Its last public appearance. At a special 
military parade In Berlin more than 14.000 
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troops from the Legion. which included 
3.000 sailors and 1.000 men from the Army. 
marched past Hitler in review order. The 
Legion was led by Generalmajor von Ric h
thofcn and the three previous commanders. 
Sperrlc. Volkman11 and Warlimont. Tile 
people of Berlin gave them a reception 
worthy of a victorious army. 

Uniforms 
To the best of my knowledge. if there ever 
was a published set of dress regulations for 
the German troops participating in the 
Spanish Civil War they have not yet come to 
light. Obviously some form of instruction 
must have been laid down as to what was to 
be worn by Luftwaffe personnel serving in 
Spain. and as all the original volunteers left 
Germany wearing civilian clothing it is safe 
to assume that they were killed-out when 
they a rrived in S pain. As the 'German 
Volunteer Corps' did not exist as far as the 
outside world was concerned. the men of the 
Legion wore uniforms that were very similar 
to those worn by the Spanish mllllary of the 
period. I have yet to establish whether these 
khaki uniforms were taken with the troops 
when they left Germany or whether they 
were s upplied by the Spanis h once the 
Germans had arrived in Spain. Details 
regarding the type. size and colouring of the 
Spanish rank insignia used throughout the 
Legion a rc well documented and are given on 
page 59. Information about the style and 
type of uniforms actually worn has had to be 
gleaned from the c-areful study of contem
porary photographs. My findings a re given 
below. 

Service Tunic 
The si ngle-breasted. four pocket tunic. 
made from khaki-brown serge and worn 
open at the neck with khaki shirt. and 
black tic was the same for a ll ranks of the 
Legion. Small details such as the shape of 
the pocket flaps. and pleats on the pockets. 
the use. or not. of cloth s houlder-straps 
varied and was not. it seems. governed by 
the wearer's rank. Buuons worn down the 
tunic front and to each pocket flap were of 
dark composition . probably of black horn or 
vegetable compound. 

Officers of the Legion wore the Service 
Tunic with matching cloth breeches and 
black leather riding boots. whereas the rank 
a nd file- members wore trousers tucked into 
black leather marching boots. Officers a lso 
wore a brown leather waist-belt. assumed to 
be 6cm wide. with matching supporting 
cross-strap worn across the right shoulder. 
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The buckle was of the two-pronged variety as. 
worn by Luftwaffe officers. The waist -bell 
worn by Legion personnel below officer rank 
was in black leather and had a plain -
without design box buc kle. F'or parade 
purposes (as can be seen in the accom
panying photographs) and for field usc the 
waist-belt was worn with leather ·y· straps 
and rifle ammunition leather pouches. 
Shirt-sleeve order was worn both in the field 
and when on duly if the weather were 
particularly hot. Officers could also wear 
their blue-grey leather greatcoat when in the 
field. 

Spanish rank Ins ignia worn above the left 
breast pocket of the tunic and on the head
dress Is explained and illustrated in full on 
page 61. Legion a ir crew members wore the 
appropr iate Spanish air crew badges above 
the right breast pocket of the tunic. 
Head-dress within the Legion in the main 
consisted of the khaki-brown fore and aft 
cap. worn by officers and NCOs alike. with 
silver-alum inium piping for officers and 
badges of rank appropriate to the wearer. 
The Model 1935 German steel helmet was 
occasionally worn during ground action. No 
helmet Insignia was displayed and il Is 
probable that the colour of the helmet was 
the Luftwaffe blue-grey. Steel helmets were 
not worn for parades. 

Ra nks. 1936-9 
All German volunteers up to the rank of 
Obcrslleutnant serving in the Legion 
Condor wore Spanish rank Insignia one 
grade higher than their German Air force 
ranks. 

Legion Condor 

Gencralleutnant 
General major 
Oberst 
Obersllcutnant 
Major 
Hauptmann 
Obcrlcutnant 
Leutnant 
Untcroffizier mil 
Portcpcc (Feldwcbcl. 
Obcrfcldwebel. 
Stabsfeldwcbcl. 
Wachtmeister. Obcr
wacht mcister. 
Stabswachtmcister) 
Untcroffizier 
Legionar 

£qui valent Spanish 
Rank 
General de Division 
Genera l de Brigade 
Coronel 
Coronel 
Teniente Coronel 
Comandante 
Capitan 
Tcnicnte 
Alfcrcz 

Sargenlo 
Cabo 



113 A hand-embroidered 
example of the Spanish 
pilots' wings worn by 
pilots of the German 
Legion Condor. This 
particular example is Scm 
broad and 2.6cm high. It 
has a gold-bullion crown 
and a four-bladed 
propeller, silver-bullion 
'wings', and a black silk 
Spanish eagle all worked 
on to a backing of black 
cloth 

Right: An evening parade 
for officers and NCOs of a 
fighter unit somewhere in 
Spain prior to their depar
ture for Germany. The 
original caption to this 
photograph was: 'Shoulder 
to shoulder with the 
valiant Spanish nationalists 
and their Italian comrades 
fighting in Spain against 
Bolshevism for the free
dom of the Spanish 
nationalists are the 
volunteers of the German 
Legion Condor'. 
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Rank Insignia 
As part of the effort made to disguise 
German volunteer participation in the 
Spanish Civil War, members of the Luftwaffe 
serving in Spain wore Spanish-style uni
forms with Spanish rank insignia. All 
German Luftwaffe volunteers up to the rank 
of Oberstleutnant carried a Spanish rank 
one grade higher than their German Air 
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Force rank (see page 58) for a list of the 
Legion Condor ranks). 

The Spanish Insignia for wear by the 
Luftwaffe rank of Generalleutnant was a 
single four-pointed gold star on crossed gold 
sword and baton. This was worn both on the 
curtain at the front of the Legion Flight Cap 
(Fig. 114) and on the cuff of the tunic (Fig. 
123). The Flight Cap was piped In gold. The 
Spanish Insignia for a Luftwaffe General
major serving with the Legion Condor was a 
single four-pointed silver star on crossed 
silver sword and baton worn both on the 
curtain at the front of the Legion Flight Cap 
(Ftg. 114) and the tunic culT (Ftg. 123). The 
Cap was piped gold around the curtain. 

An Oberst and an Oberstleutnant serving 
In the Legton both wore the same pattern of 
Spanish rank Insignia. This consisted of 
three eight-pointed stars In gold, 3.4cm In 
size. on a backing cloth In the colour of the 
wearer's arm-of-service. which extended 
0.2cm around the edge of each star. When 
worn on the front of the Flight Cap. one star 
was positioned above the gold-piped curtain 
of the cap and the two lower. remaining 
stars on the curtain Itself (Fig. 115). These 
three gold stars were worn horizontally 
above the left breast pocket of the Service 
Tunic (Fig. 124). 

A Luftwaffe Major serving with the Legion 
wore two 3.4cm-hlgh eight-pointed gold 
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stars on the gold-piped curtain at the front 
of the Flight Cap. both wtth a 0.2cm-wlde 
backing cloth In the wearer's arm-of-service 
colour (Ftg. 116). A further two. eight
pointed. gold stars were worn just above the 
upper edge of the left breast pocket of the 
tunic (Fig. 125). The rank ofHautmann was 
distinguished by a single 3.4cm high. eight
pointed gold star on a coloured backing 
0.2cm wide. worn In the centre and on the 
front of the silver piped curtain to the Flight 
Cap (Fig. 117). The same rank lnstgnta was 
worn In the centre of the upper edge of the 
left breast pocket on the Service Tunic (Fig. 
126). 

The Luftwaffe rank of Oberleutnant 
carried Spanish lnstgnta that consisted of 
three. 2.8cm-wlde. six-pointed silver stars 
on a 0 .2cm-wlde backing In the wearer's 
arm-of-service colour and worn on the front 
of the Legion Flight Cap. one star above the 
silver piped curtain. the remaining two stars 
below the curtain (Ftg. 118). A further three 
six-pointed silver stars were worn horizon
tally along the upper edge of the left breast 
pocket of the Service Tunic (Fig. 127). All 
had separate backing of coloured cloth. A 
Leutnant carried two 2.8cm high. stx
polnted sliver stars on an appropriately 
coloured backing. 0.2cm wide. worn on the 
lower front part of the s liver piped curtain to 
the Flight Cap (Fig. 119). Two 2.8cm-htgh 

left: Officers of the Legion 
Condor. The two eight
pointed stars for the rank 
of major (teniente coronel) 
are clearly shown wom 
above the right breast 
pocket and on the front 
portion of the flight cap by 
the officer on the right of 
the photograph. 

Spanish Rank Insignia 
as worn by German 
Volunteers of the legion 
Condor: Items 114 to 122 
are head-dress insignia, as 
worn vertically on the front 
of the brown Flight Cap; 
items 12 3 to 131 are tunic 
insignia worn horizontally 
above the upper edge to 
the left breast pocket of 
the Service Tunic 
114, 123 Generalleutnant 
(General de Division), in 
gold. Generalmajor 
(General de Brigade), in 
silver 
115, 124 Oberst (Coronel), 
in gold. Oberstleutnant 
(Coronel), in gold 
116, 125 Major (T eniente 
Coronel), in gold 
117, 126 Hauptmann 
(Commandante), in gold 
118, 127 Oberteutnant 
(Capitan), in silver 
119, 128 Leutnant 
(Teniente), in silver 
120, 129 Unteroffizier mit 
Portepee (Aiferez), in silver 
121, 130 Unteroffizier 
(Sargento), in gold 
122, 131 Legionar (Cabo), 
in gold 
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124 
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128 129 

130 

120 

121 122 131 
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Rnt IMignia as worn in 
die legion Condor: 
132 Spanish insignia as 
wom on head-dress and 
llrlic by a Geileralletstnant 
of die luftwaffe 
13J Insignia for a 
luftwaffe Generalmajor. 
The cap shown is of the 
type worn in the Spanish 
Arrrrt and was the style 
favoured by Freiherr von 
Richlhofen, the last 
CDIIII1Ialldef of the Legion 
1l41nsignia for a 
Luftwaffe Major 
135 insignia for a 
Luftwaffe Oberleutnant 
136 Insignia for a 
Specialist. ranked as either 
an Oberst or an 
Oberstleutnant 
137 Insignia for a 
Specialist. ranked as a 
HauptmaM. Note that no 
insignia is worn on the 
ht.lcknss 
13 I Insignia for a 
Luftwaffe Unteroffizief 
1l 9 II\Signia as worn by 
an lntei'J)feter 

Right: NCOs and other 
ranks of the legion Condor 
parade in Spain before 
their departure lor 
Gemlany. 

six-pointed silver stars were also worn 
horizontally above the upper edge of the left 
breast pocket of the Tunic (Fig. 12S). 

Unterofflzler mil Portepee. that ls Luft
waffe NCOs with the ranks of Stabsfeld
webel. Stabswachtmelster. Oberfeldwebel. 
Oberwachtmelster. Feldwebel or Wach t
meister. wore a s ingle. 2.Scm-hlgh . six
pointed silver star with a 0.2cm-wlde 
coloured backing In the wearer's a rm-of
service colour. set In the centre of the silver 
piped curtain on the front of the Flight Cap 
(Fig. 120). The same size. pattern and colour 
of star was worn In the centre on the upper 
edge of the left breast pocket on the Legion ·s 
Service Tunic (Fig. 129). A Luftwaffe Unter
offlzter serving with the Legion Condor wore 
two Scm-long by 1 em-deep gold-coloured 
bars vertically on the unplped curtain of the 
Flight Cap at the fron t. Both bars were on a 
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backing cloth extending 0.5cm around and 
between the bars In the colour of the 
wearer's a rm-of-service (Fig. 121 ). The same 
Ins ignia. in s ize. shape and colour. was 
worn horizontally above the upper edge of 
the left breast pocket of the Service Tun ic 
(Fig. 130). The lowest rank (Leglonar) was 
distinguished by a single gold-coloured bar, 
Scm long by 1em deep. complete with the 
arm-of-service coloured cloth extending 
0.5cm around the edge and worn on the 
unplped Cap (Fig. 122) and on the Tunic In 
the same manner as described above (Fig. 
131 ). 

Other Insignia was worn by specialists 
who were ranked as being In the range of 
ranks from Oberst to Feldwebel. All Legion 
Condor specialists ranking as Oberst. 
ObersUeutnant. Major. Hauptmann. Ober
leutnant. Leutnant and all Unterofflzieren 
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mit Portepee wore the same configuration of 
eight- or six-pointed gold or silver stars as 
worn by their opposite numbers serving as 
Luftwaffe officers. But they were distin
guished from the Luftwaffe officers by 
wearing their Spanish rank stars above the 
upper edge of the left breast pocket of the 
Service Tunic, mounted on a rectangle or 
square of cloth in the colour of the wearer's 
a rm-of-service. These backings were 3.8cm 
high and sufficiently wide to accommodate 
one, two or three stars. The gold eight
pointed stars were set on a coloured backing 
cloth, 4cm high and either 4cm wide for the 
single star, 8cm wide for the double stars 
and 12cm wide for the three stars (Fig. 136). 
They did not wear these stars on their brown 
Flight Cap. but th e cap itself was piped, 
regardless of rank, around the upper edge of 
the curtain in silver-aluminium piping. 

Those Germans acting as interpreters 
(Dolmetscher) were identified by wearing a 
cloth lozenge in the colour of the arm-of
service to which they were attached, bearing 
the silver-white emblem, 4cm high by 0.5cm 
wide, of an 'i', complete with the 'dot' above 
the vertical stroke. This badge was worn in 
the centre of the left breast pocket of the 
Service Tunic and on the front of the curta in 
to the unpiped brown Flight Cap (Fig. 139). 

For further details regarding the wearing 
of rank insignia see table on page 62. 

Air Ministry and Luftwaffe Salaried 
Civilians 

Throughout pre-War Germany, civilians 
were employed on a salaried basis by the Air 
Ministry to act as door-keepers and lift 
attendants in buildings housing the follow
ing Luftwaffe establishments: the Air 
Ministry (Reichsluftfahrtministerium) situ
ated in Berlin; the four pre-war Air Fleet 
Command Headquarters (Luftflottenkom
mando) located at Berlin, Brunswick, 
Munich and Vienna; the eleven Regional Air 
Command offices (Luftgaukommandos); the 
various offices of the Flying Corps (Flieger
korps): and the offices of Luftwaffe Com
manding Officers (Luftwaffe Befehlshaber) 
(the term 'door-keeper' has been used for 
convenience, but it should be noted that the 
German word Pfbrtner translates as 'door
man·, 'porter', 'janitor', ·gate-keeper' and 
·gateman'). These civilians wore a uniform 
as described below; the cap and jacket of 
which are illustrated on this page. The 
uniform was required to be worn when the 
civilian employee was on duty. It was not 
permitted to be worn during off-duty hours. 
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It consisted of a peaked cap , a jacket worn 
with insignia of grade and an armband, a 
blue shirt and black tie, long trousers 
matching the colour of the jacket and black 
leather shoes. 

Head-dress 
The Uniform Peaked Cap (Fig. 141 ) was 
worn by all grades of civilian employees. It 
was of blue-grey cloth with a 4.3cm-deep cap 
band in either mignonette-greenA or 
Bordeaux-red cloth. Piping on the cap was 
0.2cm thick and was applied around the 
crown and along the top and bottom edge of 
the cap band. The colour of the piping 
matched that of the cap band. The cap cords 
were in black silk, held in position by white
metal cap-cord buttons and the peak was of 

A The mignonette is a small and delicately formed plant 
with a fragrant nower. the colour of which Is greyish · 
green: therefore the use of 'mignonelle·green' as facing 
colour on the jacket collar. cap band and trouser piping 
indicates a grey·green hue. 

140 Uniform for doormen 
and lift operators at the 
RlM and other luftwaffe 
buildings. Here shown for 
an assistant doorman 

141 Uniform Peaked Cap 
for civilian personnel 
employed by the luftwaffe 
as doormen and lift 
operators 
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black vulcanized fibre. The metal insignia 
worn on the cap was in pressed aluminium. 
In the centre of the cap band the full-size 
version of the civilian winged insignia was 
displayed. On the upper portion on the front 
of the cap was affixed the political form of 
the eagle and swastika emblem. 

J ackets and Trousers 
The open-necked jacket was of blue-grey 
cloth. double-breasted with two rows of 
three aluminium buttons. The d istinctive 
featu re of the jacket was the colour of the 
coiJar, which for those employees at the Air 
Ministry was in mignonette-green and for 
those working at the remaining offices the 
collar was in Bordeaux-red. 

A simple system of indicating one of the 
three grades of function was displayed on 
the corners of the jacket collar. An assistan t 
door-keeper (Hilfspfortner) or a lift operator 
(Fahrstuhlfi.ihrer) wore the basic winged 
insignia for a civilian employee in the Luft
waffe (see Fig. 140). A door-keeper (Pfortner) 
wore the same emblem , but with the addi
tion of a single white-metal rank star worn 
on its point directly below the centre of each 
emblem. A head door-keeper (Oberpfortner) 
had two such metal stars. one below and one 
directly above each winged insignia. 

The trousers were in blue-grey cloth with 
side piping in either mignonette-green or 
Bordeaux-red matching the jacket collar. 

Armbands 
All three grades of door-keeper as well as lift 
attendants wore on the left upper arm a 
l Ocm-wide cloth armband in either mig
nonette-green or Bordeaux-red, according to 
the wearer's work location. The bas ic arm
band for a n assistant door-keeper and lift 
attendant was a cloth band in one of the two 
colours in the centre of which was a circula r 
blue-grey cloth patch bearing a grey cotton 
embroidered eagle and swastika of the 
political pattern. Door-keepers wore a 
s imilar armband but with the addition of a 
s ingle str ip of flat aluminium braiding sewn 
along the lower edge of the band. The 
armband worn by head door-keepers was as 
previously described but with the addition of 
two s tripes of flat aluminium braiding. one 
along the lower edge. the other along the 
upper edge. 

Coats 
For winter and cold weather. civilian per
sonnel were issued with a wool-lined blue
grey cloth greatcoat of the same pattern as 
th at issued to troops of the Luftwaffe. The 
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greatcoat displayed two rows of six white
metal buttons. Other than the a rmband of 
the type worn on the jacket. no insignia was 
worn on the greatcoat. A raincoat was also 
issued for wear during wet and inclement 
weather. The same system regarding the 
wearing of armbands and the lack of any 
other insignia applied to this garment. 

Luftwaffe Forestry Service 

The development, conservation and main
tenance of forests and the game therein was 
the respons ibility of the Office of the Forest 
Master (Reichsforstamt) which was under 
the control of Hermann Goring as Chief 
Forester and Hunting Master of the Reich. 
Responsibility for forestry throughout 
Germany lay with th e State Forestry Service 
(Reichsforstamt) which had four depart
ments: 
1. General Forestry Service (Gemeinde Forst 
Dienst). 
2. Pr ivate Forestry Service (Privat Forst 
Dienst). 
3. Army Forestry Senrice (Heeres Forst 
Dienst). 
4. Air Force Forestry Service (Luftwaffe Forst 
Dienst). 

Personnel of the Air Force Forestry Service 
wore the pattern of uniform dress (Dienst
kleidung- service clothing) worn by State 
Forestry Officials. but were distingu ished by 
th e use of black as their insignia colour and 
th e Luftwaffe version of the national 
emblem. They also used forestry desig
nations instead of Luftwaffe rank terms. 

Head-dress 
A variety was used including: 

Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmiitze). 
This was grey-green in colour, with dark 
green piping to the crown and the top and 
bottom edge of the 4cm-deep dark green 
cloth cap ba nd. Centered on the front of the 
cap band was the Luftwaffe oakleaf wreath 
surrounding the Re ichs kokade and flanked 
by stylized wings. Worn above this item, on 
the centre front of the cap, was the Luftwaffe 
version of the nationa l emblem. The cap 
worn by men up to and including the rank of 
Unterforster had a black patent leather 
ch in-strap and black chin-strap buttons 
with pressed white-metal cap ins ignia. 
Officials from Fors ter to Landforstmeister 
inclus ive had aluminium cap cords. white
metal buttons and silver-embroidered cap 
ins ignia. Those with the rank of Oberland
forstmeister wore gold-coloured cap cords, 
buttons and embroidered insignia. This 
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pattern of cap was prescribed to be worn 
with Tunic Band was an optional item with 
Tunic A except when Tunic A was worn on 
forest duties. 

Field Cap (Feldmiitze). Similar in general 
shape to the Schlrmmutze. but with a 
flexible. black leather peak and worn 
without chin-strap or chin cords. The cap 
was of grey-green cloth. with dark green 
piping and cap band. All insignia of the type 
previously described was embroidered. This 
style of cap was worn for all forest duties. 

Winter Field Cap (Baschlikmiitze). This 
was similar In shape to the Luftwaffe 
Mountain Cap (Bergmutze]. It was grey
green with a cloth peak and had dark green 
piping around the crown. The curtains 
around the body of the cap were fastened at 
the front by two J6mm dark green buttons. 
The embroidered Luftwaffe national emblem 
and the Reichskokade on its own were worn 
on the front of this cap. This cap was worn 
when on forest duties during the winter 
months In place of the Hat or the Field Cap. 

Hat (Hut) . This distinctive form of head
dress was made of blocked. grey-green felt in 
the shape of a wide. curly-brimmed trilby 
hat. It had a 6cm-deep, dark green hatband 
as well as dark green petersham edging to 
the brim. The hat was set off by the wearing 
of a tuft or brush of animal hair or fur such 
as wild boar brlsUe, badger or chamois 
beard or the hair of the red deer. worn in the 
hatband on the left s ide behind the bow. On 
the upper part of the hat at the front above 
the hatband was positioned the Luftwaffe 
eagle and swastika. This embroidered 
insignia was in e ither silver or gold bullion. 
matching the colour of the wearer's collar 
patch Insignia. This hat was supposed to 
have been worn only for forestry duties 
although photographic evidence shows It 
being used on ceremonial occasions. 

Tunic 
There were two principal patterns. referred 
to for the sake of convenience as Tunic A' 
and 'Tunics·. 

Tunic A , the Forest Service Tunic (Wald
rock) was very similar to the Luftwaffe 
Service Tunic (Tuchrock) (sec Fig. 523). It 
consisted of a grey-green , single-breasted. 
four pocket tunic worn open at the neck. 
buttoned by a single row of four 25mm green 
horn or plastic buttons down the- front. the 
lowest one positioned at the waist-line. The 
skirt reached to within 20 to 25cm above the 
wearer's knees. The collar (not the lapels) 
was faced with dark green cloth. The two 
breast pockets and the two external side. 
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bellow pockets were pleated and had flaps. 
the latter secured by dark green horn or 
plastic buttons. I 9mm In diameter. Under 
the left side pocket flap to the rear of the 
pocket was a small slit through which the 
frog of the forestry cutlass (when worn) 
could be attached to the body belt (worn 
under the tunic). Two 25mm-diametcr g reen 
buttons were sewn in the centre of the small 
of the back on the waist-line. Dark green 
piping was applied down the (left) front edge 
of the tunic. around the edge of the lapels. 
on the edges of the pocket flaps. around the 
cuffs and down the back skirt slashes. 

For normal wear the tunic was worn with 
a dark green shirt and green tie. but for 
special occasions a white shirt and dark 
green tie was worn. 

For s ummer wear a tunic s imilar In all 
features to the Waldrock was produced in 
grey-green linen. Tunic A and the summer 
version were worn for forestry service and 
office duty. 

Tunic B, the Association Tunic (Gcscll
schaftsrock) was very similar in cut, design 
and colour to Tunic A, but with the following 
differences. The collar was of dark green 
velvet Into which was embroidered an oak
lear design. In 1939 this oakleaf embroidery 
was done away with for reasons of economy 
and In Its place the standard collar patches 
(sec pages 67-8) appropriate to the wearer's 
rank. were worn instead. The edge of the 
collar was piped In aluminium cording (gold 
for the most senior rank). The turn-back 
cuffs were 16cm deep and two buttons were 
sewn Into the waist-line at the cen tre of the 
rear of the tunic. All buttons were of white
metal. with a pebbled surface. and in g ilt for 
the Oberlandforstmeister rank. Tunic B was 
only worn with a white shirt and dark green 
tie. Its use was restricted for wear as 
Reporting Dress. Parade Dress and as 
'Association Dress·. that Is for social 
occasions. 

Forest Blouse (Waldbluse). This was a 
garment s imilar In cut to the Luftwaffe 
Fliegcrbluse (sec Fig. 525). Its material and 
the Insignia worn upon it were the same as 
those described for Tunic A. It was only worn 
as Undress Forestry Service Dress (Wald
dlcnstanzug). 

Summer Tunic (Sommerrock ). This was 
cut In the same manner as the Summer 
Tunic worn by officers and officials of the 
Luftwaffe (sec Fig. 527). It was made from 
unlined white gaberdine or white linen. The 
insignia worn on It was the same as that 
worn on Tunic A. Its use was restricted for 
Luftwaffe forestry officials of the rank of 



Luftwaffe Forestry 
Service Insignia of Rank, 
Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
142, 143 Oberlandforst
meister 
144, 145 Landforstmeister 
146, 147 Oberforstmeister 

142 

Forster and above. A white shirt and black 
tie were a lso worn. 

Evening Dress (Frackanzug). This was of 
grey-green material with a dark green velvet 
collar displaying oakleaf embroidery. The 
cut of the Evening Dress was like that of the 
Luftwaffe Formal Evening Full Dress Uni
form (see page 234, Fig. 529). The buttons 
and national emblem were those as worn on 
Tunic A. This garment was worn with a stiff 
white. boiled shirt. winged collar and white 
bow tie. 

Leather waist-belt and supporting 
cross-strap were of the same pattern as that 
used by officers in the pre-war Luftwaffe. 
except that the items used in the Luftwaffe 
Forestry Service, in green-coloured leather, 
were worn by all ranks from Forster 
upwards. 

Aiguillettes that were required to be worn 
by Forestry officers and officials when in 
Parade Dress. Formal Evening Dress and 
Association Dress were of the same type and 
appropriate colour as those used in the 
Luftwaffe. 
Gloves for general wear were of grey suede; 
in white kid leather - or white cotton- for 
ceremonial use. 

Insignia 
Insignia worn on the tunic consisted of 
collar patches and shoulder-straps, of the 
type as illustrated below according to the 
wearer's rank, plus the Luftwaffe national 
emblem worked on to a backing of dark 
green material and worn above the right 
breast pocket. This item was in grey cotton 
yarn for all ranks up to and including 
Unterf6rster. embroidered in silver
aluminium threads for all other officials 

143 144 145 
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with the exception of the rank of Oberland
forstmeister who's insignia was in gold 
bullion threads. 

The most senior forestry official's rank 
was comparable with that of a Generalmajor 
of the Luftwaffe. This fact is reflected in the 
style of shoulder-strap cording used. Collar 
patches worn by all personnel within this 
branch of the forestry services were of black 
cloth when worn on Tunic A and the Great
coat. and of black velvet for wear on Tunic B. 
Officers' collar patches displayed various 
grouping of oakleaves together with single 
leaves, each configuration indicating the 
wearer's level of responsibility. All patches 
worn by officers were piped with twisted 
cording. Collar patches for Workers, the 
three lowest grades, were with out piping 
and the oakleaves were of s ilver-aluminium 
metal. Shoulder-straps for officers of the 
rank of Landforstmeister down to Forst
assessor had a double underlay of bright 
silver-aluminium as a 'secondary colour· set 
on the black cloth underlay. All remaining 
shoulder-straps (Forstamtmann to Forst
aufsehr) had just a single underlay of black 
cloth. 

Officials of the rank of Oberlandforst
meister had black collar patches with gold 
embroidered oakleaves and gold twisted 
piping to the patches (Fig. 142). The 
shoulder-straps had two outer gold strands 
on each side of a strand of aluminium-green 
Russia braid. The straps had an underlay of 
gold on top of the black cloth . The buttons 
used were in gilt. pebble-finished metal. The 
ranks ofLandforstmeister, Oberforstmeister 
and Forstmeister had collar patches (Figs. 
144, 146 and 148) and shoulder-straps 
(Figs. 145 , 147 and 149) of similar colour ing 

146 147 
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148 149 150 151 152 153 

154 155 156 157 158 159 

160 161 162 163 164 165 
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148, 149 Forstmeister 
150, 151 Forstassessor 
152, 153 Forstamtmann 
154, 155 Oberforster 
156, 157 Revierforster 
158, 159 Forster 
160, 161 Unterforster 
162, 163 Hilfforster 
164, 165 Forstaufseher 

and construction. All the collar patches had 
s ilver-aluminium embroidery on black cloth 
with twisted silver-aluminium cording. The 
shoulder-straps all had aluminium-green 
plaited braiding. g ilt-metal rank stars. silver 
inner u nderlay on a black cloth underlay. 
and used silver-white-metal buttons. 

Personnel of F'orstasscssor rank wore 
s houlder-straps Wigs. 15 1 l very s imilar to 
those worn by a Hauptmann in the Luft
waffe. Apart from this. though. the braiding 
used on the strap. the rank stars. the 
buttons and the double underlay. as well as 
the collar patches (Fig. 1501. were of the 
same colouring as described for items 144 to 
149 above. The ranks of Forstamtmann 
(Figs. 152 and 153). Oberftirster (Figs. 154 
and 1551. Revlerfi:irster (Figs. 156 and 157) 
and Forster (Figs. 158 and 159) wore 
insignia very simila r in appearance and 
colouring to those items previously 
described (Figs. 144 to 15 I). However. the 
difference between the shoulder-straps of 
these four ranks and the straps of the 
previous four ranks lay in the single 
underlay of black cloth . 

The three most junior ranks of Unter
fi:irster (Figs. 160 and 161 ). Hilffo rster (Figs. 
162 and 163) and Forstaufseher (Figs. 164 
and 165) had shoulder-straps constructed of 
an inner nat braiding of dark green s ilk wllh 
an outer. nat braiding of aluminium-green 
colour. Rank stars were in gilt-metal and 
buttons in white-metal. The underlay to the 
straps was In black cloth. The black cloth 
collar patches were without piping while the 
collar patch oaklcaves were of aluminium. 

Trousers and breeches 
Trousers and riding breeches worn with 
Tunics A and B were of grey-green material 
matching that of the tunics, with dark green 
piping let Into the outer leg seams. The rank 
of Oberlandforstmelster had 3cm-broad 
dark green stripes on each side of the dark 
green piping. Black leather riding boots 
were worn wilh the breeches. black leather 
s hoes with the trousers. Ski-style trousers of 
grey-green cloth but without the dark green 
piping: shor ts: mountaineering breeches -
all were worn for various reasons and under 
various conditions. The latter were In 
mouse-grey material or in grey leather and 
were only worn with the Undress Forestry 
Service Dress in mountain areas. Brown 
heavy duty shoes or walking boots with 
leather gaiters o r cloth puttees in either g rey 
or g reen and thick woollen hiking socks 
were worn with the shorts or the mountain
eering breeches. 
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Outer Garments 
Over Jacket (Uberziehjoppe). This was 
made from grey-green . water-repellent fabric 
of a design somewhat s imilar to the wind
proof jacket worn by army mountain troops. 
It was double breasted with two rows of 
three dark green leather-covered buttons 
25mm in diameter. The coat reached to the 
wearer's knees. It had two large patch 
pockets on the sides of the skirt . both with 
pleats and pocket naps. and a further two 
diagonally slanted pocket openings with 
pocket flaps. one on each side of the lower 
part of the chest. The back was plain with a 
short. 6cm-deep half-bell in two parts. but
toned by two green buttons at the waist-line. 
There was dark green piping a round the 
collar. the half-belt at the back and along the 
edges of the pocket naps. The edge of the 
collar was piped in cording as on Tunic B. 
This garment was used for hunting duties, 
especially in lhc winter or during wet 
weather. 

G reatcoat (Mantel). This was made of the 
same cloth as Tunic A. Its design was similar 
to that used for the Luftwaffe Greatcoat (for 
reference see Fig. 530). It had two rows of six 
dark green buttons 25mm In diameter. The 
side pocket naps and the collar were in dark 
green cloth. The turn-back cuffs were 18cm 
in depth. It had a rear vent in the skirt with 
a half-belt on the rear waist-line in two parts 
secured by a single 25mm dark green 
button. Both the upper edges of the turn
back cuffs and the two sections of the rear 
half-belt were piped dark green. As with the 
left side pocket of Tunic A. there was a small 
slit in the left side pocket to enable the 
Forestry cutlass to be worn. Greatcoats worn 
by those persons with the rank of Oberland· 
forstmeister had t he lapels faced with dark 
green cloth in the same manner as generals 
of the Luftwaffe. 

Cloak (Umhang). This was provided for 
Luftwaffe forestry officials. It was grey-green 
In colour with a dark green collar. Unlike the 
cloak worn by Army forestry officials the 
Luftwaffe cloak had a clasp (Spanierschloss) 
and displayed the large size Luftwaffe eagle 
and swastika badge on the left side facing to 
the front (see page 246). This was in silver
aluminium embroidery on a dark green 
background for all officials from Forster up 
to Landforstmeister inclusive. and in gold 
for the most senior rank. Oberlandforst
melster. 

A top coat (Lodenm antel). of coarse grey
green cloth with cloth-covered buttons. and 
a wet weather coat were also available to 
officials with the rank of Forster and above. 
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Army Paratroops 

Paratroop Blouse 
There were two patterns. and for conven
Ience they are referred to here as First Model 
Jump Smock and Second Model Jump 
Smock. 

First Model Jump Smock (FaLlschirm
schii.tzenbluse) (Fig. 166). Manufactured 
from olive-green. water-repellent gabardine. 
this blouse was of the short-legged. step-in 
variety. It had the distinctive feature of two 
exposed. full-length . heavy-duty zips run
ning down the length of the front of the 
blouse. These started at the collar on each 
side of the wearer's throat. the distance 
between the zips being about 5cm. The zips 
reached to the wearer's groin. When opened 
(unzipped) this central panel allowed the 
blouse to be rapidly removed. The leather 
tags used to secure or release the zips were 
themselves fastened when the zips had been 
done up by two short cloth tabs and press
stud fasteners on the upper part of the chest 
below the throat. The soft, shallow stand-up 
collar of an approximate height of 3cm was 
closed across the front of the throat by a 
cloth strap stitched on its right side and 
secured by a single male press-stud fastener 
on Its left side Into one of three female press
stud positions on the left side of the collar. 

The short legs to the blouse had either 
drawstrings or elasticated ends. Side 
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openings were set into the seams on each 
side of the upper thighs, secured by zip
fasteners. These openings allowed access to 
the side pockets of the trousers or tun I c. The 
sleeves had close-fitting cuffs with a press
stud fastener that could be engaged In one of 
three positions. The Army national emblem 
was stitched to the right breast of this 
blouse. 

Second Model Jump Smock (FaLlschirm
schii.tzenbLuse) (Fig. 167). This was the 
model of blouse on which the British para
troop forces based the design of their orig
inal jump smock. The step-in blouse had a 
single central front opening from the neck to 
the crutch. The opening was secured by a 
fly-fronted concealed heavy-duty brass 
zipper. although early models were closed by 
means of buttons. This model too was made 

Above: The first-model 
Army parachute blouse. 

166 First-model parachute 
blouse 



Right: The second-model 
Parachute blouse. 

from olive-green. water-repellent gabardine. 
The stand and fall collar could be worn 
either open or closed at the neck. The legs to 
the blouse were longer than the previous 
model. reaching to approximately mid
thigh. As the legs were without drawstrings 
or elastlcatlon. there was a single press-stud 
positioned on the outer seam of each leg that 
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allowed for the ends of the legs to be 
gathered In and secured. The blouse had 
four pockets. two diagonal pocket openings 
on each side of the chest and two horizontal 
pocket openings on the front of each thigh. 
All the pockets were closed by metal zips 
which In tum were concealed by a fly-fronted 
nap. As before. the Army national emblem 
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was stitched on the right upper breast. It 
was this model of jump smock that was 
adopted by the Luftwaffe. a subject dealt 
with in Volume 1940-5. 

Paratroop Helmet 
The Army developed a steel helmet to be 
worn by personnel of their Parachute In
fantry Company (Fallschirm-Infanterie
Kompanie), later enlarged to battalion 
strength (Fallschirminfanterie-Bataillon) . 
The helmet was a modified version of the 
prototype M35 steel helmet (see Fig. 168). 
The modification affected the brow visor, the 
neck and side rim and the leather chin
strap. The visor was cut away and the side 
and neck protective rim were shortened to a 
depth of approximately 2cm. The helmet 
lining was retained, but in place of the single 
black leather chin-strap, a double 'Y' pattern 
of leather harness was used. Anchored in 
four places, the front straps were fixed to the 
helmet interior at the temples, the rear 
straps at the back of the neck. Painted in 
field-grey, the helmet displayed th e Army's 
steel helmet ins ignia, the Wehrmacht
pattern silver-grey eagle and swastika on 
black shield on the left side, with the 
national tricolour shield on the right. 

Before the Army Parachute Battalion was 
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absorbed into the Luftwaffe , its personnel 
were issued with the pattern of paratroop 
helmet that had been developed by the 
Luftwaffe. This is described in Volume 2. 

Rank Insignia 
Prior to June 1938 only officers and NCOs 
wore rank insignia on the original (First 
Model) Army Paratroop blouse. Officers, 
regardless of individual rank, wore two 1 em
wide s leeve rings positioned on both fore
arms, 1 Ocm from the lower edge of the cuff. 
NCOs wore a single sleeve ring on both 
forearms of the blouse, also 1 Ocm from the 
lower edge of the cuff. 

On 10 June 1938 a system of rank insig
nia that had been devised to be worn on the 
sleeves, cuffs and collars of the Army's 
Second Model Jump Blouse was introduced 
for use by personnel of the Army Parachute 
Infantry Battalion (Fallschirminfanterie
Bataillon). 4 

Officers wore a system of silver-grey 
braided sleeve rings displayed on both cuffs 
of the jump blouse in a manner similar to 
the sleeve rings worn on the tunics of 
officers of the Kreigsmarine. The upper edge 
of the topmost ring worn on both forearms 
of the jump blouse by each of the five officer 
ranks was positioned 21 em from the lower 
edge of the cuff. With the exception of the 
rank of Hauptmann (captain), each of the 
rings of braiding used was 1. 5cm wide and 
each ring, regardless of its width, but with 
the obvious exception of the s ingle s leeve 
ring for the rank of Leutnant (lieutenant) 
was set apart from the next ring by a gap 
0 .5cm wide. The rank of Hauptmann had 
the inclusion of a narrow band of braiding, 
0 . 9cm wide, positioned between the other 

167 Second-model 
parachute blouse 
168 German Army 
parachute helmet, 
modified model 193 5 
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169 Shoulder-strap and 
insignia for personnel of 
the German Army 
Parachute Infantry 
Battalion. The strap 
shown is the early pattern 
of army cloth strap. The 
chain-st itched insignia 
(Kurbelstickerei) represents 
the letters 'FI' (Fallschirm 
lnfanterie). This appeared 
as white stitching (for 
those ranks below 
Unteroffizier) on a dark 
blue-green uniform cloth 
strap. The use of white 
metal and gilt metal 
should-strap insignia in the 
form of these conjoined 
letters applied to the other 
remaining ranks of this 
battalion in the normal 
manner 

German Army 
'fallschi rm-lnfanterie
bataillon' Rank Insignia 
as worn on the Second
Model Parachute Jump 
Blouse: 
170 Oberstleutnant 
171 Major 
172 Hauptmann 
173 Oberleutnant 
174 Leutnant 
175 Oberfeldwebel 
176 Feldwebel 
177 U nterfeldwebel 
178 Unteroffizier 



Rig~t: The special proto
type Anny parachute 
helmet. 
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two bands of braid. both of which were 
positioned with a gap 0.5cm wide between 
each band (Figs. 170 and 174). 

NCOs' rank Insignia was indicated by 
rank pips and collar braiding. the latter 
being 0.9cm wide and of the type used on 
the Army field service tunic. This alumin
ium silver-grey braiding was stitched down 
the front edge of and a round the full length 
of the lower edge to the collar of the jump 
blouse. The exception to this being the 
braiding used on the collar for the rank of 
Unteroffizier (Fig. 178) where braiding 
stopped short Bern along the lower edge of 
the collar (Figs. 175 to 1 78). All the rank 
braiding used was of the Army pattern in 
aluminium silver-grey cotton. The rank pips 
were of white aluminium. Senior privates 
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179 180 

and junior NCOs from Stabsgefreiter to 
Oberschutze were distinguished by rank 
chevrons and rank star (pip) (Figs. 179 to 
183). These were worn on the upper left 
sleeve halfway between the shoulder seam 
and the elbow of the parachute blouse. 

Lu ftwaffe Fire Fighting Services 

In pre-war Germany there were three dis
tinct groups of personnel responsible for 
or connected with the Luftwaffe Fire 
Fighting Services: 
l. Luftwaffe armed forces officials of the Fire 
Fighting Service. 
2. Uniformed civilian permanent staff per
sonnel (salaried staff and workers) of the 
Luftwaffe Airfield Fire Fighting Units. 
3. Luftwaffe troops detailed to act as aux
iliary firemen. 

Armed Forces Officials 
Higher officials of the Luftwaffe Fire Fight
ing Administrative Service wore normal 
Luftwaffe Beamte uniform. Middle-grade 
officials with the ranks of Hauptbrand
meister, Oberbrandmeister, Brandmeister 
and Unterbrandmeister wore a Prussian
blue uniform of the same style and colour as 
that worn by the Feuerwehr Polizei. 

Head-dress 
This consisted of a peaked cap identical with 
the style worn within the Luftwaffe but of a 
different colouring. The top and crown was 
in blue-black cloth matching that of the 
tunic. The capband was of black material, 
the peak of shiny b lack vulcanized fibre. The 
cap was piped around the crown and along 
the upper and lower edges of the capband 
in 0.2cm-thick carmine-red piping. The 
Luftwaffe-style national emblem worn on the 
upper portion of the front of the cap and 
Reichskokade surrounded by a wreath of 
oakleaves and flanked by stylized wings 
worn on the capband were in pressed alu
minium metal for the rank of Unterbrand
meister and in aluminium hand-embroidery 
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for the remaining three ranks. A black 
leather ch instrap and black chinstrap 
buttons were worn on the cap by those with 
the rank ofUnterbrandmeister. The remain
ing ranks wore s ilver-aluminium cap cords 
and white-metal cap-cord buttons. 

Tunic (Fig. 184 ) 
Originally. this was a closed-neck, single
breasted tunic of dark blue-black (Prussian
blue) cloth. It had a single row of eight 
pebble-surfaced aluminium buttons down 
the front with a, s ingle button to each of the 
four pocket flaps . The two breast pockets 
were p leated, the two s ide pockets had 
slashed pocket flaps. The skirt at the rear of 
the tunic had a central vent with two 
buttons sewn on to the lines of the back 
seams set on each side and level with the top 
of the vent. The trousers were of matching 

' 
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179 Stabsgefreiter 
180 Obergefreiter with 
more than six years' 
military service 
181 Obergefreiter with 
less than six years' military 
service 
182 Gefreiter 
183 Oberschutze 

Schulze (no insignia 
worn) 

184 Uniform Tunic for fire· 
fighting officials, here 
shown for the rank of 
Hauptbrandmeister/Ober
brandmeister with pattern 
of insignia introduced after 
November 1940 

Insignia of rank for Fire
Fight ing Officials. Collar 
Patches and Shoulder
St raps: 
Prior to 1940 
185, 186 Hauptbrand
meister 
187, 188 Oberbrand
meister 
189, 190 Brandmeister 
191, 192 Unterbrand
meister 
After November 1940 
193, 194 Hauptbrand
meister and Oberbrand
meister 
195, 196 Brandmeister 
197, 198 Unterbrand
meister 
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185 186 187 188 

189 190 191 192 

193 194 195 196 197 198 
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1. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

blue-black cloth piped carmine-red down the 
outer seams. The Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem was worn over the right 
breast pocket. It was in hand-embroidered 
aluminium threads for the three ranks of 
Hauptbrandmeister. Oberbrandmeister and 
Brandmeister, and in grey cotton threads for 
the rank ofUnterbrandmeister. 

Outer Garments 
Officials were issued with a Prussian-blue 
cloth greatcoat of the same design as worn 
within the regular Fire Protection Police. 
Shoulder-straps only were worn on this 
garment. Black leather greatcoats were also 
permitted to be worn, as was a cape in black 
cloth with Prussian-blue collar edged with 
carmine-red piping. 

Insignia 
Collar patches of the pre-November 1940 
insignia were in dark green cloth with the 
half wreath and triangular rank stars in grey 
cotton thread for the rank of Unterbrand
meister and in aluminium thread for the 
remaining three ranks. The piping to all the 
patches was in twisted alternating strands 
of blue-grey silk and aluminium cording 
0.2cm thick. 

Shoulder-straps for all four ranks were 
constructed of a double strand of blue-grey 
Russia cording around the outer edge and 
triple strands of blue-grey Russia cording 
entwined in the centre. The double cloth 
underlay was in golden brown on dark 
green. All rank stars were in aluminium 
metal. The senior rank of Hauptbrand
meister had the slight difference in that the 
outer of the double strands of blue-grey 
cording had a series of small equi-spaced 
aluminium chevrons woven into the Russia 
cording. 

However, from November 1940, a change 
took place. The standard pattern uniform as 
worn by Luftwaffe armed forces officials 
together with bright red on dark green 
Waffenfarbe was extended to be worn by 
these four grades of officials in place of the 
Prussian-blue uniform. The latter continued 
to be worn by the Civilian Employed Fire 
Fighters (see page 74). 

The insignia of collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as illustrated in Figs 185 to 
192 were worn on the Prussian-blue 
uniform until the changeover took place on 
2 November 1940, after which time the 
insignia as illustrated in Figs. 193 to 198 
was used. 
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Uniformed Civilians' Tunics 
All civilians on the permanent staff of air
field fire fighting units, both salaried staff 
and hourly-paid workers, wore a uniform 
that was identical In cut and colouring with 
the pre-November 1940 version worn by the 
Fire Fighting Officials of the Luftwaffe (des
cribed on page 74). The insignia, however, 
was different (Fig. 199). 

In place of the Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem worn above the right 
breast pocket, the standard pattern of 
national emblem with straight, outstretched 
wings (of the same pattern as worn by army 
and navy personnel) was worn on the upper 
left arm. 

Insignia 
Collar patches of the pattern worn for the 
closed-necked tunic, were worn in match
ing, mirror pairs. All were of black cloth 
piped carmine-red (colours that were also 
used by the Feuerschutzpolizei (Fire Pro
tection Police) and the Freiwillige Feuer
wehr (Volunteer Fire Defence Service)). The 
white-metal 'wings· were of the same style 
and size as the wings worn on Luftwaffe 
collar patches. The pips were also of white
metal and when worn on these collar 
patches were of a size smaller than the type 

199 Uniform Tunic for 
civilian fire-fighting branch 
personnel. Here shown for 
the rank of Liischmeister. 

Airfield Fire Fighting 
Units, Civilian 
Permanent Staff 
(Salaried Employees and 
Workers) Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
200, 201 Liischmeister 
202 Liischmeister als 
Beamtenanwarter 
203, 204 Oberfeuer
wehrmann 
205, 206 Feuerwehrmann 

207 Uniform Peaked Cap 
for civi lian fire-fighting 
branch personnel 

208 German fire police 
Model 1934 helmet with 
protective neck flap as 
worn by fire-fighting 
personnel employed by the 
Luftwaffe 

209 Pattern of belt buckle 
as worn by fire-fighting 
personnel employed by the 
Luftwaffe. Pattern for 
ranks below officer grade. 
This was the same style 
and design of buckle as 
worn by German police 
personnel below officer 
grade 



LUFTWAFFE FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES 

:~: ... 
o¥ 

208 

209 

200 201 202 

~ 

\ ' 
~ ' 

~ ~ 

203 204 205 206 

77 



1. HISTORJCAL DEVELOPMENT 

worn on the corresponding shoulder-straps 
(see Figs. 200 to 206). 

Collar patches for the rank of Losch
meister (Fig . 200) had rank stars set into the 
diagonally opposite corners. The wh i te-mctal 
wings - a feature of all th is ins ignia- were 
set horizontally in the centre of each patch. 
Shoulder-straps car ried two further rank 
stars (Fig. 201 ). A candidate for an officials' 
g rade was distinguished by wearing a single 
strand of twisted blue-grey s ilk and s ilver
aluminium cording . This is s hown as Fig. 
202 on the shoulder-strap for a Losch
meister. The two remaining ranks of Obcr
feunwchrmann and Feuerwehrmann wore 
the same style and colouring of collar 
patches and shoulder-straps as for a Losch
meister. but displayed a s ingle rank star 
(Figs. 203 and 204) and devoid of rank stars 
(Figs. 205 and 206) respectively. 

Shoulder-straps were worn in pairs. one 
to each shoulder . They were of clark b lue
black cloth. matching that of the tunic. and 

The variety of uniformed organizations 
dealt with elsewhere in this volume all 
have their own systems of ranks. These 
can be found as a lis t or as part of the 
captions to illustrations of insignia. or 
both. The following list directs the reader 
to these s pecific organizations. their 
ranks and insignia. 

Rank Rank in-
Iiston s ignia 

Organization page: on page: 
Deutscher Luftsport-

Verband, 1933- 5 18 20 
Legion Condor, 1936-9 58 61- 2 
Engineer Corps. 1935-

40. 1940. 1940-5 92-4 93 
Corps of Navigational 

Experts 94 95 
Administration Officials 96 97- 8 
Sonderfi.ihrer 100-3102 
Fire Fighting Officials 74 75 
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p iped in carm ine-red. AJI ins ignia worn on 
both the patches and the straps was in 
white-metal. Shoulder-strap buttons were 
also of while aluminium with a pebbled
surface finish. The three grades of Losch
meister. Oberfeuerwehrmann and Feuer
wehrmann together with the insignia worn 
by a candidate for an officials· grade a re 
illustrated on page 77 and fully described in 
the accompanying captions. 

Auxiliary Firem en 
The third group of Luftwaffe fire-fighting 
personnel consisted of Luftwaffe troops who 
were assigned to act as auxilia ry firemen. 
They wore normal Luftwaffe uniforms and 
when on duty as auxiliary firemen wore a 
light b lue cloth armband. 13cm deep. on 
both upper arms. Each armband was 
stamped in marking ink with the unit 
headquarters handstamp. (See page 198 for 
information on armbands. l 

Rank Rankin-
list on signia 

Organization page: on page: 
Civilian Fire Fighting 

Officials 76 77 
Medical Corps 103 
Bandmasters and In-

spec tors of Music 104 105 
Forestry Officials 67-8 
DLV SegeiOugabtailung 25 
Reichsluftaufsicht 27 
State Police Regiment 

'General Goring· 41 
SA Regiment ' Feldhern-

halle' 47 46 
'Fallschirm-Infa n terie-

Battaillon 73-4 
Flugfiihrerkorps 96 95-6 
Sonder fi.ihrer. Wehr-

machtbeamte a .Kr. and 
Ingeniure a .Kr. 100 102 



2. THE LUFlWAFFE 1935--1940: 
FORMATIONS AND BRANCHES 

Ranks and Appointments: Active Lis t 

Being the newest branch o f the Wehrmacht. 
the Luftwaffe used rank terms that were very 
strongly influenced by the rank terminology 
used in the Army. especially so as the 
original German Air Service of the 19 14-18 
war grew into a n extens ion of the old Im
peria l German Army a nd as such was 
staffed. in the main. by former Army per
sonnel. all o f whom. naturally. carried Army 
ranks. An attempt was made during the 
period of the Deutscher Luftsport-Verband 
(1933- 5) to create new rank terms for their 
personnel lhat were both logical and at t he 
same lime gave the correct impression. Th is 
was no doubt d one out of a need to camou
flage the real purpose of the organization 
and to dispel any suspicio ns that might have 
been a roused by the usc of mili tary
sounding ra nk terms during the pe riod of 
prohibition imposed on Germany by the 
Treaty of Versailles. Once the restrictions of 
the Treaty ha d been renounced by Hitler and 
the need to disguis e the true intent of the 
new German Air Force no longer applied. 
and new rank terms could, and were. 
introduced . 

The lowest g rades of a irmen in the Air 
Force were Flieger (airma n) . Kanonicr 
(gunner- in anti-a ircraft units) a nd Funker 
(sig na ller - a ir or g round s igna ls units). 
Other low-grade rank terms were used , some 
of which a rc shown in the list. a nd others. 
brough t into being for units or fo rma tions 
activated after 1940, a re listed and ex
plained in Volume 1940-5. 

The ranks of Jager and Oberjager were 
first a pplied to men of the J agerbattalions 
from the La ndespolizeigruppc 'Gen eral 
Goring · which. in May 1934. look over t he 
traditions of the former East African Police 
Troop (see his torical backg round to the LPG 
'General Goring·. page 38). The unit's former 
Abte ilungcn (detachments) were re-named 
Jagerbataillonen (rifle battalions) a nd the 
men received the rank titles of 'Jager ' (lit. 
'Hunter') and 'Obetjager ·. The rank term 

'Jager' con tinued in use with the Regiment 
'General Goring·. the Brigade a nd Division 
'Herma nn Goring· a nd the German para
troop formations. 

In a practice simila r to that employed in 
the Army, generals in the Luftwaffe, other 
tha n medical and corps of engineer generals, 
were correctly referred to by their branch of 
service. i.e.: Genera l der Flicgcr. General der 
Flakartillcric. General der Luftwaffe
Nachrich tentruppen. 

Genera lfeldma rschall was a Luftwaffe 
rank to which Hermann Goring was pro
moted (from Gcncraloberstl by Hitler on 4 
February 1938: he was the first Luftwaffe 
offi cer to be so ho noured . Other promotions 
to this rank occured during August 1940 
when. in order lo celebrate victory in the 
west. three senior Air Force generals, as well 
as other Wehrmacht officers. were promoted 
to Field Marshal. However. certa in senior 
German officers. notable amongst whom 
was Wilhelm Keitel. felt that this rank term. 
traditionally reserved for front-line warriors . 
was unjus tified when bestowed u pon 
officers who were not actually front-line 
generals. In his opinion a more suitable 
term would have been 'Luftma rschall' - Air 
Mars hal. 1 However, the rank of Gcneralfeld
ma rschall having been chosen. was used 
and retained in the Air Force for the 
remaining years of the Third Reich . 

Ranks andAppointments, l 935-40 
General Officers: 
Generalfeldma rs hall General Field Marshal 
Generaloberst Colonel-General 
General dcr Fliegcr. General of Flying 

Troops 
Gene ral der Flaka r- General of Anti-Aircraft 
ti llerie 
General der Luft
waffe-Nachrichten-
truppe n 
General d er Fall
schirmjager 
Generalleu tnan t 
Generalmajor 

Artillery 
General of Air S ignals 
Troops 

General of Paratroops 

Lieu tenant-General 
Major-General 
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Stqff Office rs: 
Oberst 
Oberstleutnant 
Major 
Field Officers: 
Hauptmann 
Oberleutnant 

Colonel 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Major 

Captain 
Senior Lieutenan t 

Leutnant Lieutenant 
Senior NCOs ofObeifeldwebelgrade 
Stabsfeldwebel Staff Sergeant-Major 
Stabswach tmeister Staff Sergeant -Major. 

Artillery 
Ha uptfeldwebel Senior Sergeant-Major 
Hauptwachtmeister Senior Sergeant-Major. 

Oberfeldwebel 
Art illery 
Squadron Sergeant
Major 

Oberwachtmeister Battalion Sergeant-
Major. Artillery 

Oberfahnrich Senior Ensign 
NCOs of Feldwebel grade: 
Feldwebel Company Sergeant-

Major 
Wachtmeister Battery Sergeant-Major 
NCOs of Unteroffizier grade: 
Unterfeldwebel Sergeant 
Un terwach tmeis ter Sergeant of Artillery 
Fahnrich Ensign 
Unteroffizier Lance-Sergeant 
Oberjager Senior Rifleman 
Other ra nks: 
Hauptgefreiter 
Obergref reiter 
Gefreiter 
Flieger 
Kanonier 
Funker 
Jager 
Pionier 
Kraftradschu tze 
Panzerschutze 
Reiter 

Leading Corporal 
Corporal 
La nce-Corporal 
Airman 
Gunner 
Signaller 
Rifleman 
Sapper (Engineer) 
Motor-Cyclist 
Armoured Trooper 
Cavalry Trooper 

Shoulder-Straps and Collar Patches 
Despite the fact that these two main 
visible means of indicating rank within the 
Luftwaffe, were strikingly similar in design 
to those items previously used within the 
DLV. the authorities felt it was necessary to 
set out precise descriptions of their ins ignia. 
Within weeks of the announcement of the 
formation of the n ew Luftwaffe. instructions 
were published (Luftwaffen-Verordnungs
blatt Nr. I I dated 22 April 1935, pp. 68-9. 
Order Nr. l44 issued 15 April 1935), under 
the heading 'Description of Badges of Rank 
for Officers of the Luftwaffe as well as 
Officials of the Luftwaffe and Officia ls of the 
Air Inspectorate of Equivalent Rank' in 
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which collar patches. shoulder-straps, 
shoulder-strap insignia and Waffenfarbe 
used both on straps and patches were all 
dealt with in some detail. I have selected 
here those passages that were concerned 
with the construction. appearance and use 
of collar patches and shoulder-straps. 

Shoulder-Straps for Officers 
For the three ranks of Leutnant. Oberleut
nant and Hauptmann and for those officials 
of equivalent ranks in the administrative 
services and the Air Inspectorate the 
shoulder-straps consisted of two lengths of 
aluminium Russia braid cording laid 
together and stitched down on a cloth 
underlay with the cords forming a half-circle 
around the shoulder-strap button and being 
fastened to the shoulder seam at the op
posite end. The inner cording formed the 
button-hole loop through which the 
shoulder-strap button passed. 

For the staff officer ranks of Major. Ober
stleutnant and Oberst and for those armed 
forces officia ls [and Air Inspectorate 
officers of equivalent rank] the shoulder
straps consisted of a double length of alu
minium Russia braid plaited in such a way 
as to form a single loop around the shoulder
strap button and to create five loops on each 
side of the braiding. the whole stitched to a 
cloth underlay. 

For officers and armed forces officials of 
general's rank wh ich, interestingly, were 
listed only as General-major. Generalleut
nant and General der Flieger. etc.. the 
shoulder-straps were constructed from 
three parallel strands of cording, the outer 
two being of gold-coloured tubular braiding 
and the inner strand of aluminium Russia 
braiding, plaited in such a way as to have a 
single upper loop around the button and 
four loops on each s ide on the braiding. The 
whole was stitched to a cloth underlay. 

At the time these instructions were issued 
the ranks of Generaloberst. Generalfeld
marschall and indeed Reichsmarschall had 
not been created so of course there is no 
mention of them. However. the rank insig
nia of collar patches and shoulder-straps for 
the first two ranks are to be found illustrated 
on page 85. and the ins ignia for the rank of 
Reichsmarschall can be found in Volume 
1940-5.) 

A section was devoted to the badges of 
rank as worn on the shoulder-straps, a 
subject which is dealt with in this book by 
the plate on page 133. The instructions 
specified t he position on the straps that the 
insignia had to take up together with the 



dimensions of the Aesculapian staff as 
worn by medical officers of the Luftwaffe 
(3.2cm long and 1.2cm wide) and the letter 
·w· worn by ordnance officers (2.5cm long 
by 2.8cm wide). The section concluded by 
stating that rank stars were mounted on to 
the straps 'with thei r point towards the 
button·. 

A further section was given over to the 
subject of Waffenfarbe (arm-of-service 
colour). These early colours and services 
that were published in these instructions 
have been listed in this book on page 1 12. 
Details were given of the dimensions used 
on those shoulder-straps that had a double 
underlay. The upper cloth underlay exten
ded around the braiding cords of the strap 
by a distance of approximately 0. l cm on 
each side and the lower cloth underlay 
extended beyond the upper cloth underlay 
by a further 0. l em. In the case of shoulder
straps with a single cloth underlay, this 
extended out on each side of the braiding 
cords by a distance of0.2cm. 

The fourth and final section of the 
Officers· Shoulder-Strap heading dealt with 
the dimensions of the straps and the 
method of their use. The straps as worn by 
officers and officials listed above (Leutnanl. 
Oberleutnant and Hauptmann) wore straps 
that were 3.2cm wide. Staff officers and 
officials and general officers and officials 
had shoulder-straps that were approx
imately 3.8cm wide. 

It was laid down that these shoulder
straps were to be sufficiently long for 
the button hole end to engage with the 
shoulder-strap button located at a distance 
of approximately 2cm from the lower edge of 
the wearer's collar. The other, base, end of 
the shoulder-strap was not permitted to 
extend beyond the wearer's shoulder seam. 
When viewed from the s ide of the tunic all 
shoulder-straps had to lie in the centre of 
the wearer's shoulder. These instructions 
were necessary in order t.o ensure that 
broad-shouldered individuals wore shoul
der-straps of a length in keeping with the 
scale of their body frame. and persons of 
small stature wore correspondingly small
sized straps. The instructions also ensured 
that shoulder-straps were not worn in a 
manner that gave the impression that they 
were 'hanging· across the front of the 
wearer's upper collar-bone but set firmly 
a long the line of their shoulders. 

Shoulder-straps were worn as a perm
anent fixture sewn on to the Tuchrock (and 
later the Waffcnrock). the kleiner Rock fur 
Generale, the Fliegerblusc and on the Ges-

SHOULDER-STRAPS AND COLLAR PATCHES 

sclschaftanzug Rock and on the cloth great
coat. When worn on the white Sommerrock 
and the leather greatcoat the shoulder
straps were fitted in such a way as to be 
removable. 

Collar Patches for Officers 
These were dealt with in the second part of 
the instructions. Collar patches were made 
of badge cloth in a colour conforming to the 
wearer's arm-of-service colour. They were in 
the form of a rhomboid. 4. 2cm wide by 6cm 
deep. and were edged with twisted piping. In 
the case of generals. etc .. this was in gold
coloured twisted cord and in a luminium 
twisted cord for all other officers. Officials of 
the Luftwaffe and of the Air Inspectorate 
wore piping according to their rank. 

Badges of rank worn on the collar patches 
were as described and illustrated on 
pages 85 and 87. Officials of the Luftwaffe 
wore in place of the 'double wings· a tri
angular. rank star with one of the three 
points pointing upwards. 

Collar patches were stitched into the 
corners of the tunic collar approximately 
O.Bcm from the edge of the colla r with the 
longest edge of the patch running parallel 
with the length of the colla r and the shor t 
side of the patch lying along the width of the 
tunic collar . 

These instructions concluded with a 
section devoted to the insignia worn in 
conjunction with the shoulder-strap by 
those officers who were retired from active 
duty. For this information sec page I 07. 

By 1936 the expansion of the Lultwaffe 
brought about an increase in the range of 
senior officers with the introduction into the 
Luftwaffe hierarchy of the rank of General
oberst. The introduction of this rank 
together with a formal description of the 
rank insignia (collar patches and shoulder 
straps) was set out in Luftwaffen-Verord
nungsblatt Nr. 20 dated 18 May 1936, p. 
231. Order Nr. 600 issued May 1936. 

The collar patches d iffe red from all pre
vious officers' patches in that they had the 
eagle and swastika of the Luftwaffe in gold 
embroidery that overlaid a wreath of oak
leaves also of gold embroidery: the body of 
the eagle and the swasti ka clutched in its 
talons lay within the wreath. the tips of the 
eagle's outstretched wings overlaying the 
wreath and extending beyond the two ver
tical s ides of the collar patch itself. 

The construction of the shoulder-straps 
for use by officers of the rank of General
oberst were the same as those worn by 
General dcr Flicger. etc., except that the new 
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rank carried three white metal rank stars set 
into each strap in the configuration of a 
triangle. 

The 'new· rank of Gcneralfcldmarschall 
was announced. and the appearance of the 
'new' Insignia was described. in Luftwaffen
Verordnungsblatt Nr. I 0. Part C dated 7 
March 1938. p. 70, Order Nr. 191 Issued 25 
February 1938. Under the heading of 
'Oienstgradabzeichcn fUr Generalfeld
marschall' the collar patches were described 
as being similar to those used by a General
obersl of the Luftwaffe. but with th e 
addition of Mars hal's crossed batons em
broidered on a (raised) plastic base In alu
minium threads positioned at the base of 
the bullion oakleaf wreath. The s houlder
straps were described as having triple and 
parallel strands of tubular braiding in light 
gold thread that were plaited to g ive a single 
loop around the button a nd four loops on 
each side of the strap in the same fashion as 
used by colonel-generals. The stra ps also 
displayed Marshal's crossed batons in 
aluminium-coloured light metal. 

The reference to collar patches being made 
of badge cloth (see above) was not always the 
case. In September l 935 it was announced2 

that experiments had been carried out on 
collar pa tch es made of velvet tn order to test 
their res istance to the effect of s unlight. 
Lengthy tests had proved that thr colours of 
white. black. dark blue. light blue. gold 
yellow. bright red and light brown s uffered 
very little or no fading whatsoever. whereas 
dark green and light g reen had both faded 
considerably. Instructions were issued that 
those officers who used arm-of-service 
colours In the first category were permitted 
to wear collar patches made of velvet cloth. 
(With the exception of light grey these were 
the early arm-of-service colours introduced 
in April 1935. see page 11 2.) Further exper
iments with light to test the colour-reten
tion of dark and light green velvet stuffs 
were to continue. One year and five months 
later further instructions were published3 

that put a stop to the use of velvet collar 
patches for officers of the Luftwaffe. In a very 
tcr c notice to the effect that 'the use of 
coloured collar patches in velvet had proved 
to have been unsuitable'. the previous 
Instructions were abolished. Velvet collar 
patches that had been ordered were allowed 
to be worn up to 1 April 1937. 

Luftwaffe Insignia of Ra nk, 1935-40 
Individual ranks were displayed on most of 
the Luftwaffe uniforms by means of 
shoulder-straps and collar patches. Other in-
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dications of rank or appointment were used 
but these methods (described in the various 
sections of this book) were either not con
s istent or applied only to g roups of ranks 
rathe r than individual ranks. Collar patches 
were worn in matching. mirror pairs. 
Shoulder-straps we re worn on each shoul· 
der. The bacl<ground cloth to the collar 
patches and the underlay cloth to officers· 
s houlder-straps and the piping to the 
shoulder-straps worn by those ranks below 
officer status were in the arm-of-service 
colour (Waffcnfarbel appointed to be worn by 
the individual soldier. see also the section on 
Luftwaffe Waffcnfarben. 

A Gcneralfeldmarschall. as for all officers 
of general's rank had white background to 
the collar patches and white cloth as an 
underlay to the s houlder-straps. The collar 
patches had a gold-embroidered eagle and 
swastika overlaying a wreath of golden oak
leaves. the Ups of the eagle's wings exten
ding beyond the two vertical sides of the 
patch. AI the base of the wreath was a pair of 
Marshal's cro sed batons in silver. The 
patches were edged with gold. twisted 
cording (Fig. 2 I 0). The shoulder-straps were 
constructed from three strands of gold 
tubular cording into which was mounted a 
hollow-cast. s ilver-aluminium alloy emblem 
of crossed batons. The buttons used with 
these s traps we re in gilt-coloured metal with 
a pebbled finish (Fig. 211 ). 

The rank insignia as worn by a General
obcrst was similar in construction and 
colouring to that worn by a Generalfcld· 
marschall. There were however no crossed
batons carried on the collar patch wreath 
(Fig. 212) or on the straps themselves. In 
place of the batons on the straps three white 
metal rank s tars were fixed grouped in 
triangular form (F'ig. 213). These s tars 
tended to be s maller in s ize than those used 
for other generals or junior rank because of 
the need to place two of the s tars at the base 
of each strap side by side. The cording used 
to construct the straps was made up of two 
outer strands of gold-coloured tubular 
braiding with a central strand of silver
aluminium Russia braid. The buttons. like 
all generals' buttons. were in gill metal. It is 
of interest to note that generals of the 
Luftwaffe orig inally wore gold-coloured 
metal rank sta rs on their s houlder-straps. 
but in November 1935 instruc tions were 
issued (Lurtwaffen-Verordnungsblatt. Nr. 
41. dated 4 November 1935. p. 368. Order 
Nr. 785. issued 23 November I 935) whereby 
general officers 'were allowed' to wear rank 
stars of silver-alum inium metal. Although 

Right: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as worn by 
Generalfeldrnarschall 
Sperrle. 
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'pl'rnHss•on was granted· for this ehangco\·er 
Ill colour. the llhtructlons were untn•rsally 
earned out. 

Personnel with tht' rank of General der 
rllt'gcr. General dcr Flakartillerie. General 
dcr Luftnachrichtcntruppe and General der 
Fallschlrmtruppe (all ranks of equal status) 
(Figs. 214 and 2 15) and the rank of General
leutnant (Fu~s . 216 and 217) and General
major (Fi~s. 218 and 219) wore collar 
patches and shoulder-straps that were 
similar In colouring and construction. The 
collar patches were of white facing cloth with 
their embroidered wreaths and wings In 
gold-coloured threads. the patches being 
ed~ed with twisted. gold-coloured cording. 
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The shoulder-straps used by these ranks 
were as described for Item 213 with the 
number of white-metal rank stars worn 
according to the particular rank. 

The colour of the collar patches and the 
underlay to officers· shoulder-straps and the 
piping to the shoulder-straps for the re
maining personnel were In the wearer's 
Waffenfarbe (see list of a rm-of-service 
colours on page 11·tl. The Insignia worn by 
an Oberst. an Oberstleutnant and a Major 
was very similar. The collar patches (Figs. 
220. 222 and 224) had silver-embroidered 
full wreaths with s liver-embroidered wings 
and edged In sliver . twisted cording. The 
shoulder-straps (Ftgs. 221. 223 and 225) 

luftwaffe Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps, 1935 to 
1940: 
210, 211 Generalfeld
marshall 
212, 213 Generalobefst 
214, 215 General der 
Flieger, etc. 
216, 217 Generalleutnant 
218, 219 Generalmajor 
220, 221 Oberst 
222, 223 Oberstleutnant 
224, 225 Major 
226, 227 Hauptmann 
(Continued overleaf) 

left: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as worn by 
General der Flakartillerie 
von S<hriider, President of 
the Reichsluftschutzbund. 
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216 217 218 219 220 221 

222 223 224 225 226 227 
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were constructed from two strands of silver
aluminium Russia braid plaited to form the 
insignia. All straps were worn with white. 
pebble-surfaced metal buttons. Rank stars. 
the number worn depending on the In
dividual rank. were in gilt-coloured metal. 
The three remaining officer ranks of I laupt
mann. Oberleutnant and Leutnant also 
carried Insignia of similar configuration. 
The collar patches had half-wreaths. wings 
and edging In silver (Figs. 226. 228 and 
230). The shoulder-straps (Ftgs 227. 229 
and 231) were made up of two strands of 
silver-aluminium Russia braid laid flat on 
the cloth underlay. Ranks stars. the 
numbers varied according to the rank. were 
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in gilt-coloured metal. Buttons were ofwhtte 
metal. 

All non-commissioned officers from Stabs
feldwebel down to Unterfeldwebel were dis
tinguished. depending on the type of unl· 
form worn. by the wearing of either flat. 
silver-aluminium. lcm-wlde braiding or nat. 
grey cotton braiding. also l cm wide. around 
their collars and on their shoulder-straps. 
This 'tresse' was worn around the Tunic and 
Flight Blouse collar by all NCOs with the 
exception of the appointment of Oberfahn
rlch and Unterarzt. These personnel wore 
officers· uniforms. the collar of which was 
piped wtth twisted silver cording and with 
NCO Uniform Peaked Cap worn with officers' 

left: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as worn by 
an un-named major. 

228, 229 Oberleutnant 
230, 231 leutnant 
232. 233 Stabsfeldwebel. 
etc. 
234, 235 Oberfeldwebel, 
etc. 
236, 237 Feldwebel, etc. 
238, 239 Unterfeldwebel. 
etc. 
240, 241 Unteroffizier, 
etc. 
242, 243 Hauptgefreiter, 
etc. 
244, 245 Obergefreiter, 
etc. 
(Continued oVPrleaf) 
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234 235 236 237 238 239 

240 241 242 243 244 245 
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quality silver-aluminium cap cords (see also 
page 108). 

Senior NCOs with the rank of Stabsfeld
webel, Stabswachtmelster, Sanltats
Stabsfeldwebel. Stabsfeuerwerker and also 
those personnel with the appointment of 
Hauptfeldwebel and Hauptwachtmeister 
wore the following insignia: the collar 
patches (Fig. 232) were in the wearer's arm
of-service colour with the 'wings· In white 
metal. The shoulder-straps (Figs. 233) were 
In blue-grey cloth and carried white-metal 
rank stars. Piping was In the appropriate 
Waffenfarbe and was of either wool cloth or 
smooth. woven piping with Its selvedge set 
Into the edge of the strap as part of the 
manufacturing process. The lcm-wlde. flat 
braiding was of the pattern used throughout 
the Luftwaffe (see page 73 for example of 
German Army rank braiding pattern). As 
well as being carried on the shoulder-strap, 
It was worn down the front of the closed
neck tunic collar or on the front edge of the 
collar to the open-necked tunic as well as 
around the lower edge of both tunic collars 
(the exception to this rule being those 
persons who held the appointment of Ober-

88 

246 247 248 

fahnrich and Unterarzt. see previous 
passage). Stitched to the edge of the collar 
was a length of twisted wool piping (Fig. 
232) In the colour of the wearer's arm-of
service. 

The collar patches (Fig. 234) and shoulder 
straps (Fig. 235) for an Oberfeldwebel. an 

249 

246, 247 Gefreiter, etc. 
248, 249 Flieger, Funker, 
Kanonier, etc. 

Left: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as worn b 
two un-named Luftwaffe 
feldwebel. 



Below: Collar patches and 
shoulder ·straps as worn by 
a Grefretter. 

Oberwachtmclster. a Sanltatsoberfeldwebel. 
an Oberfcuerwerker. an Oberfahnrlch. and 
an Untcrarzt and also by those personnel 
with the appointment ofHauptfeldwcbcl and 
Hauptwachtmeister were of the same con
struction (except for the two white-metal 
rank stars on the straps) as previously 
described for items 232 and 233 above. 
Persons appointed to the position of Haupt
wachtmelster or Hauptfcldwebel could be 
one of a number of NCO ranks. They were 
distinguished in their appointment by the 
wearing on both cuffs of their Tuchrock. 
Waffcnrock. Fliegerbluse and their Great
coat two rings of Luftwaffe lcm-wide rank 
braiding. These rings were worn 0.5cm 
apart and 0.5cm above the tum-back cuffs 
on the Tuchrock. the Waffenrock and the 
Greatcoat and in the corresponding position 
on the Fliegerbluse. 

Those NCOs with the rank of Feldwebel. 
Wachtmeister. Sanitatsfeldwebel and Feuer
werker wore the collar patches and shoulder
straps illustrated in Figs. 236 and 237. 
Unterfeldwcbel. Unterwachtmeister. Fahn
rich and Sanitatsunterfcldwebel wore 
shoulder-straps without rank stars as lllus-

SHOULDER-STRAPS AND COLLAR PATCHES 

trat<.'d by Fig. 239. Their collar patches 
carri<.'d two white-metal wings. lllustratcd in 
Fig. 238 is the version of the patch as worn 
on the Greatcoat. The collar braidin~ worn 
by NCOs on the collar of the tunics was not 
worn on the collar of the Greatcoat. Instead 
the collar patches of the appropriate rank 
with four. three. two or single wings were 
worn on the patches that had the addition of 
a length of 0.5cm-wlde nat. silver
aluminium braiding stitched along two 
edges of the patches. As these patches. like 
all other Luftwaffe patches. were worn in 
mirror pairs. this narrow braiding ran along 
the outer and lower ed~es of both patches. 

The collar patches and shoulder-straps. 
illustrated in Fig. 240 and 24 I were worn by 
personnel with the rank of Unterofflzier. 
SaniUitsunteroffizicr and Oberjager. the 
latter for Paratroops and the Rifle. Anti
Aircraft Artillery and Guard Battalions from 
the Regiment 'General Goring·. With the 
exception of the single white-metal collar 
patch wings and the braiding used on the 
shoulder-strap being left open at the base. 
the remaining details are as described for 
Figs. 232 and 233 above. 

Personnel below the rank of officer of the 
Jager-Batalllon from Regiment 'General 
Gorin~· wore white collar patches edged with 
a narrow border of rifle-green cloth. Per
sonnel below the rank of officer of the Flak
Abtcilung and Wacht-Bataillon from Regi
ment 'General Goring· wore white collar 
patches edged with a narrow bright red cloth 
border. Shoulder-straps for personnel of all 
three detachments of the Regiment were 
piped in white. For further details regarding 
Insignia and uniforms of the Regiment 
'General Goring· see page 39. 

The ranks of Hauptgefreiter and Sanitats
hauptgefreiter. Obergefreltcr. Sanltatsge
freiter. Gefreiter and Sanitatsgefreiter wore 
collar patches with four. three or two wings 
respectively (Figs. 242. 244 and 246) and 
plain blue-grey cloth shoulder-straps with 
coloured piping (Figs. 243. 245 and 247). 
Appropriate coloured twisted cording (not 
illustrated) was worn around the edge to the 
collar on the Tunic and Flight Blouse but not 
the Greatcoat. These ranks were further 
distinguished by wearing rank chevrons on 
the upper left arm (sec also page 138). 

Collar patches with single white-metal 
wings and plain cloth shoulder-straps (Figs. 
248 and 2491 were worn by personnel with 
the rank of Flleger. Kanonier. Funker and 
Sanitatssoldat. Jager from Fallschirm
truppe and from the Rifle. Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery and Guard Battalions of the Rcgi-
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left: An Unteroffizier 
under British Army escort 
en route to an internment 
camp in August 1940. 

l eft: An Administration 
Official for the Duration, 
ranking equivalent to a 
Major. talking to two 
NCOs, one of whom (bad: 
to camera) is wearing 
black fatigue clothing. 

Right: Members of the 
Wehrrnacht relaxing off 
duty in Berlin. The man 
nearest the camera is a 
Gefrieter. 
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ment 'General Goring· wore white collar 
patches edged in rifle-green and bright red 
cloth respectively. each displaying s ingle 
white-metal wings. 

Corps of E ngineers (Ingenieurkorps 
der Luftwaffe) 

Personnel of the Luftwaffe Engineer Corps 
all held officer status and were a sepa rate 
organization with their own special career 
structure. They were classed as administra
tive officials. but as engineer corps officers 
were distingu ished by the use of pink (Rosa) 
Waffenfarben. They were furthe r distin
guished by the emblem of four- three- or 
two-bladed a ircraft propellers (depending on 
rank) worn on the p ink collar patches. 
However. this d istinction was changed late 
in 1940- see below. 

Members of the Corps of Engineers who 
were on the Reserve were distinguished by 
the addition of a secondary a rm-of-service 
colour of light blue used as a narrow border 
around the pink collar patches and inside 
the twisted cording and on the s houlder
straps as a secondary underlay set on top of 
the pink cloth underlay. 

Second World War. Although the use of pink 
for the Engineer Corps arm-of-service colour 
continlllcd to be d isplayed on the collar 
patches and as underlay to the shoulder
straps as well as other previous facings and 
braidings. the use of embroidered propellers 
on the collar patches were done away with 
and replaced by embroidered 'wings· of the 
same pattern and colouring (gold or 
aluminium-silver ) as those used in the Luft
waffe proper. 

The o rig inal terms of rank for the three 
most se nior officers in the Engineer Corps of 
Lcitender Flieger-Chefingenieur. F'lieger
Chefingcnicur and Flieger-Hauptstabs
ingenieur were changed early in 1940 to 
F'lieger-Generalstabsingenieur. F'lieger
Gcncralingenieur a nd F'lieger-Oberst
ingen icur respectively. However these three 
new terms were. along with all other existing 
Engineer Corps rank terms. cha nged again 
by t he instructions issued on 2 November 
1940. Al l engineer officers were given stan
da rd Luftwaffe rank terms followed by the 
designation ' lng· (Engineer) . example: Ober
leutnant (Ing). 

Active Ranks for t he Luftwaffe Engineer 
Corps. were as follows: 

1935-40 
Lei tender Flieger-Chefingenieur 
F'lieger-Chefingenieur 
Flieger-Hauptstabsingenieur 
Flieger-Obers tabs i ngen ieur 
Flieger-Stabsingcnieur 
F'lieger-Hauptingenieur 

1940 
Flicger-Gcneralstabsingenieur 
Fliegcr-Gcncralingenieur 

1940- 5 
Genera lleutnant (lng.) 
Gcncra lmajor (In g.) 
Oberst (lng. l 
Oberstleutnant (lng.) 
Major (In g.) 
Hauptmann (lng.J 
Oberleutnant (lng.) 
Leutnant (lng.) 

Fl teger-Oberingen ieur 
Flicgcr-lngenieur 

Fl ieger-Obcrs ti ngcnicur 
Flieger-Obersta bs ingenieur 
Flieger-Stabsingen ieur 
Flieger-Hau pt i ngen ieu r 
Fliegcr-Oberingenieur 
Flieger-Ingenieur 

The two seniormost ranks of Lcitender 
Flieger-Chefingenieur and Flieger-Chefin
genieur (both rank terms which were 
changed early in 1940. see below] were the 
equivalent of the Luftwaffe ranks of Gcneral
leutnant and Gencralmajor respectively. As 
such they had gold-coloured collar patch 
embroidery and gold and s ilver plaited 
s houlder-strap braiding. (See also section 
on Uniforms. Trousers and Greatcoats as 
worn by senior officers of the Luftwaffe 
Engineer Corps.) 

Instructions were issued, dated 2 Nov
ember 1940. that the title of'Ingenieurkorps 
der Luftwaffe' was to be changed to 'ln
genieuroffizierkorps der Luftwaffe' with the 
previous organization being officially dis
solved . For some, unexplained. reason this 
did not take place with the result that both 
Corps titles co-existed for the duration of the 
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Officers ' Insignia of Rank : Collar Patches 
a nd S houlder -St raps 
Collar patches were worn in matching. 
mirror pairs. one to each colla r of the Service 
Tunic and other forms of Engineer Corps 
officers· dress. S houlder-straps were worn 
on each shoulder . The branch colour was 
pink. 

The most senior rank. Leitender Flieger
Chefingenieur (a rank term that was 
changed in early 1940. see above). wore 
collar patches with a full wreath of oakleaves 
contain ing a three-bladed propeller in hand
embroide red gold threads. The colla r patch 
itself was of pink fac ing cloth and was edged 
in twisted gold cording (Fig. 250). The 
s houlder-straps (Fig. 2511 were s imilar to 
those worn by a Generalleutnant of the 
Luft waffc (see Fig. 2 17). They were made up 
of three s trands of braiding. t he two outer 

Engineer Corps Officers' 
Insignia of Rank. Collar 
Patches and Shoulder
Straps: 
250, 251 Leitender 
Flieger-Chefingenieur 
252, 253 Flieger
Chefingenieur 
254, 255 Flieger
Hauptstabsingenieur 
256, 257 Flieger
Oberstabsingenieur 
258, 259 Flieger
Stabsingenieur 
260, 261 Flieger
Hauptingenieur 
262, 263 Flieger
Oberingenieur 
264, 265 Flieger-lngenieur 



CORPS OF ENGINEERS (INGENIEURKORPS DER LUFTWAFFE] 

250 251 252 253 

254 255 256 257 258 259 

260 261 262 263 264 265 
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strands being of gold. tubular braiding with 
the centre strand of silver-aluminium 
Russia bra id. The large-size rank star was in 
while-metal. the button in pebble-finished 
gilt metal. The underlay was of pink facing 
cloth. 

The collar patches and the s houlder
straps worn by Engineer Corps personnel 
with the rank of Flieger-Cheftngcn leur [Pigs. 
252 and 253) were identical with those 
described above. items 250 and 251. in every 
respect except the collar patches carried only 
a double-bladed propeller and the shoulder
s traps were without rank stars. 

The remaining officer ranks wore insignia 
that followed the logical system similar to 
thai employed by the Luftwaffe proper. All 
the pink collar patches carried sllver
alLimintum wreaths . halfwreaths. four. 
three- or two-bladed propellers and were 
edged in silver-aluminium twisted cording. 
i\ll 1 he s houlder-straps had pink cloth 
underlay. double strands of silver
aluminium Russia braiding. either plaited 
or laid nat. gilt metal rank stars and white
metal. pebble-finished buttons. rigs. 254 
a nd 255 were worn by officers with the rank 
of Flieger-Hauptstabsingenicur: Figs. 256 
and 257 were for Flieger-Oberstabsin
genicur. Officers with the rank of Flieger
Stabsingenieur wore collar patches and 
shoulder-straps illustrated as Figs. 258 and 
259. The three remaining Engineer Corps 
junior officers. Flieger-Hauptingenieur. 
Fllegcr-Obcringcnicur and F'lieger
ln~enleur. wore collar patches (Figs. 260. 
262 and 264) and shoulderstrap (Figs. 261. 
263 and 265). the latter very s imilar to the 
items worn by the Luftwaffe ranks of 
Hauptmann. Oberleutnant and Leutnant 
respectively. 

Early in 1940 the titles for the three most 
sen ior ranks in the Luflwaffe Engineer 
Corps were changed: 
Lettcndcr Flicgcr- became F'lleger-
Chefingenieur Gcneralstabsingenieur 
Flieger-Chefin- became Flieger-
genieur Gencralingcnieur 
F'licger-Hauptstab- became F'liegcr-Ober-
s is lngenleur sttngcnleur. 
Further instructions were issued. dated 2 
November 1940. that did away with all 
previous Engineer Corps rank terms. in
cluding the three recently introduced ones 
given above. F'rom this date and for the 
duration of the war. all Engineer Corps 
terms of rank were to be the same as those 
used In the Luftwaffe proper. but with the 
addition of the designation ' lng. · after the 
rank. as follows: 

94 

Generalleutnant (Ing.Jprcviously Flieger
Gcncralstabsingcnieur 

General major (lng.) previously Flieger
Generalingcnicur 

Oberst (In g.) previously Flicgcr-
Oberstingenicu r 

Oberstlcutnant (lng.J previously Flicgcr
Obcrstabsingcn icur 

Major (lng.) previously Fliegcr
Stabsingenieur 

Hauptmann (lng.J previously F'lieger-
Hauplingenieur 

Oberleutnant (lng.) previously Flieger
Oberingenicur 

Lcutnant (lng.) previously rlieger
lngen ieur. 

The Navigation Corps (Nautik erkorps 
der Luftwaffe) 

Officers were o riginally distinguished from 
personne l of other branches of the Luftwaffe 
by the usc of gold-yellow combined with dark 
green as their arm-of-service colour. These 
colou rs were displayed by means of dark 
green collar patches and shoulder-straps 
with a secondary colour of gold-yellow on the 
underlay of dark green. 

Early in 1940 a colour change took place 
when gold-yellow as the Corps secondary 
colour was replaced by lemon-yellow. How
ever. twenty-one months later. on 8 October 
1941 . the colours of lemon-yellow on dark 
green used on the shoulder-straps and the 
dark green collar patches were abolished 
and in their place pink collar patches were 
used together with s houlder-straps that had 
a pink underlay and a secondary colour of 
light blue. The silver-aluminium embroidery 
of wreaths. half-wreaths four. three- and 
two-bladed propellers. as well as the twisted 
aluminium cord ing and the plaited and nat 
braiding on the straps remained constant 
throughout these changes of primary and 
secondary a rm-of-service colours (Waffen
and Nebcnfarben). 

The i\ctivc Ranks for the Corps were as 
follows : 
Flicger-Stabsnau tiker (ranking as Major) 
Fliegcr-Hauptnautlker (ranking as Haupt
mann) 
Fliege r-Obernautlkcr (ranking as Obcrlcut
nanl) 
Fliegcr-Nau lll<cr (ranking as Leutnan(). 

Insignia of Rank 
The insignia displayed on the collar patches 
by the four g rades of officers was of the same 
design and colouring as that used by the 
equivalent ranks in the Engineer Corps. The 

Officers of the Corps of 
Navigational Experts. 
Insignia of Rank, Collar 
Patches and Shoulder
Straps: 
266, 267 Flieger· 
Stabsnautiker 
268, 269 Flieger· 
Hauptnautiker 
270, 271 Flieger
Obernautiker 
272, 273 Flieger-Nautiker 

Officers of the Flying 
Leader Corps (Flug
fiihrerkorps). Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
274, 275 StabsflugiOhrer 1 
Klasse and Stabsflugfiihrer 
276, 277 Hauptflugfiihrer 



266 267 268 

270 271 272 

274 275 276 

269 

273 

277 

FLYING LEADER CORPS (FLUGFUHRERKORPS 

primary a nd secondary a rm-of-service 
colours employed on these items, however. 
distinguished them from other Luftwaffe 
formations. As wi th a ll other Luftwaffe per
sonnel, collar patches were worn in mat
ching. mirror pairs and shoulder-straps 
were worn on both shoulders . 

The colla r patches as worn by those off
icers with the rank of Flieger-Stabsnautiker 
(Fig. 266) were orig ina lly da rk green wi th 
s ilver-aluminium wreath. two-bladed propel
ler and twisted cording. The shoulder-stra ps 
had gold-yellow on da rk green cloth under
lay, with s ilver-aluminium plaited braiding 
a nd white-metal buttons (Fig. 267). Early in 
1940 lemon-yellow was introduced to replace 
the colour of gold-yellow used on the 
shoulder-straps. On 8 October 1941 the 
dark green colla r patches were replaced with 
pink ones and the lemon-yellow on dark 
green underlay to the s houlder-straps was 
replaced with light blue on pink u nderlay. 

This change of a rm-of-service colour 
affected all the four ranks. but their insignia 
remained cons tant. Thus a Flieger
Hauptnautiker wore collar patches and 
sh oulder-straps illustrated in Figs. 268 and 
269. Figs. 270 and 27 1 were items worn by a 
Flieger-Obernautiker and the rank of 
Flieger-Naut iker used insignia as shown in 
Figs. 272 and 273. 

Flying Leader Corps (Flugfiihrerkorps) 

Personnel of the Flying Leader Corps were 
Luftwaffe officials possessing specialist 
qualifications and who were proficien t in 
the control of operations within specific 
areas of responsibili ty. They were directly 
respons ible to their local Luftflotte Com
mander in s uch matters as anti-aircraft and 
aerial defence, supply of provisions, mun
itions. aviation fuel, oil and other lub
rican ts. medical requirements. building 
ma terials. etc. 

Rank Insignia 
They wore th e pattern of uni forms worn by 
all Luftwaffe administration officials. In
itially they displayed the dark green collar 
patches with a luminium twisted cording 
and embroidered tria ngular rank stars (see 
table on page 97. Figs. 290. 292, 294 and 
296). Their shoulder-straps had the usua l 
double underlay of dark green primary a rm
of-service colour with a secondary colour of 
gold-yellow (Figs. 29 1. 293. 295 a nd 297). 

In October 194 1. th e rank insignia of the 
Flying Leader Corps. together with that of 
the officers of the Navigation Corps and the 
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Engineer Corps underwent a change. Their 
dark green collar patches with triangular 
silver rank stars were withdrawn and re
placed by pink patches displaying aircraft 
propellers of the four- , three- or two-bladed 
variety, oakleaf wreaths or half-wreaths. 
according to the wearer's rank. all worked in 
silver-aluminium threads together with 
aluminium twisted cording around the 
patches (Figs. 274. 276. 278 and 279). Their 
former gold-yellow on dark green shoulder
straps were replaced by straps with a pink 
cloth underlay and a secondary colour of 
gold-yellow (Figs. 275. 277, 279 and 281 ). 

Ranks for the Flying Leader Corps were as 
follows: 
StabsnugfUhrer 1 Klasse (ranking as Major) 
StabsOugfUhrer (ranking as Major) 
HauptOugfUhrer (ranking as Hauptmann) 
ObernugfUhrer (ranking as Oberleutnanl) 
Flugfi.ihrer (ranking as Leutnant) . 

Administration Officials (Luftwaffe
Wehrmach tbeam ten) 

As with the other services of the Wehrmacht. 
administrative officials were attached to the 
Luftwaffe. Their range of appointment in
signia corresponded with the Luftwaffe rank 
insignia as worn by Generalleutnant down 
to Feldwebei-Wachtmeister. The two most 
junior official ranks wore the uniform of a 
Luftwaffe non-commissioned officer. with 
the remaining administrative officials 
wearing the style of uniform worn by Luft
waffe officers and general officers. 

Luftwaffe Wehrmachtbeamten. however. 
were distinguished from Luftwaffe NCOs. 
officers and general officers by the use of 
distinctive ins ignia on their collar patches 
(small. triangular stars) and by their special 
dark green arm-of-service colour combined 
with one of a variety of selected secondary 
colours depending on the wearer's admin
istrative function (see Waffen- and Neben
farben list on page 120). 

Insignia of Appointment: Collar Patches 
and Shoulder-Straps 
As with all other branches of the Luft
waffe . collar patches were worn in matching 
mirror pairs. Shoulder-straps were worn on 
both shoulders. The range of appointment 
insignia (collar patches and s h oulder
straps) were divided into various levels of 
administrative responsibility and each in
dividual set of insignia could be worn by a 
variety of administrative officials within 
each level. For this reason. and unlike the 
Luftwaffe proper, each patch and strap did 
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not carry a specific rank. but could be worn 
by a group of officials with various titles and 
performing various functions. 

Personnel serving in the Luftwaffe Admin
istration Service were grouped into four 
categories: 
1. Personnel who had graduated from a 
university were elig ible to serve in the 
highest level of administration service. 
These persons were classed as 'Beamte des 
hoheren Dicnstes·. 
2. Personnel who had received a formal 
education. such as specialising in law or 
engineering. etc . . but had not necessarily 
reached university education level. were 
classed as officials of senior or executive 
level (Beamte des gehobenen Dienstes). 
3. An individual with a high school edu
cation. often supplemented by some form of 
additional schooling. including Instruction 
at a military academy, was eligible to reach 
the middle grade of administration officials 
(Beamte des mittleren Dienstes). 
4. The lowest grade of administration official 
(Beamte des einfachen Dienstes) was open 
to individuals with a normal school edu
cation. 

Figures 282 and 283 are illustrations of 
the style of collar patches and shoulder
straps, the latter of the pattern as worn by a 
Luftwaffe Generalleutnant. as worn by 
officials of the highest level of the admin
istration service. The entwined triple 
shoulder-strap braiding had gold-coloured 
tubular cording on each side of silver
aluminium Russia braid. The large rank 
star was in white-metal. The button had a 
gilt finish. The inner underlay to the 
shoulder-strap was of white or Bordeaux
red depending on the wearer's administra-
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Officers of the Flying 
leader Corps (Flug
fiihrerkorps). Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
278, 279 Oberflugflihrer 
280, 281 Flugflihrer 

Administration Officials, 
Insignia of Appointment. 
Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: The 
terms given here as 
captions to the illustrations 
represent just a single 
appointment per set of 
insignia. Rank terms 
shown in parentheses are 
the equivalent rank in the 
Luftwaffe proper. (For a 
complete list of terms of 
appointment see page 
124.) 
282, 283 Ministerial
direktor (Generalleutnant) 
284, 285 Ministerial· 
dirigent (Generalmajor) 
286, 287 Ministerialrat 
(Oberst) 
288, 289 Oberregierungs· 
rat (Oberstleutnant) 
290, 291 Regierungsrat 
(Major) 
292, 293 Oberregierungs· 
inspektor (Hauptmann) 
294, 295 Regierungs· 
inspektor (Oberleutnant) 
296, 297 Regierungs· 
sekretar {leutnant) 
298, 299, 300 Assistent 
(Stabsfeldwebel) 



ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS (LUFTWAFFE-WEHRMACHTBEAMTEN) 

282 283 284 285 286 287 

288 289 290 291 292 293 

294 295 296 297 298 299 300 
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301 302 303 
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304 305 

301, 302, 303 Oberamts· 
gehilfe (Oberfeldwebel) 
304, 305 Amtsgehilfe 
(Feldwebel) 

Left: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps worn by a 
Luftwaffe administrative 
official with the rank 
status equivalent to a 
Luftwaffe Hauptmann 
(captain). 



Right: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps worn by a 
luftwaffe armed forces 
olfic.al for the Duration in 
the rank of a Feldwebel. 

ADII11NISTRATION OFFICIALS (LUFTWAFFE-WEHRMACHTBEAMTEN) 

live career. the lower underlay being of dark 
green cloth. The hand-worked embroidery 
and the twisted piping on the collar 
patches was in gold. 

The collar patches and s houlder-straps. 
illustrated In Figs. 284 and 285 were as 
descr ibed for Items 282 and 283 above. but 
with the obvious difference of the s ingle tri
angular rank star on the patch and no metal 
rank star mounted on to the strap. The 
colour of the collar patches and the double 
underlay of the shoulder-straps was In 
accordance with the wearer's career. For 
details regarding the colours used on all the 
patches and straps featured in the table on 
page 97 see the list of Luftwaffe armed 
forces officials Insignia of rank and appoint
ment. a rm-of-service colours. careers and 
s pecialist occupations on page 124. 

The next three ranks. which used 

!>houlder-straps of the pattern used within 
the Luftwaffe by the rank!> of Oberst. Oberst
leutnant. and MaJOr (Ftgs. 287. 289 and 
29 I). had double entwined !>I rands of silver
aluminium Russia braid. The rank stars 
were In gilt-metal and the while-metal 
shoulder-strap buttons had a pebbled sur
face. The embroidered wreaths and rank 
triangles on the collar patches (Ftgs. 286. 
288 and 290) were in silver-aluminium 
bullfon wire. but the twisted piping around 
the patches was in gold-yellow when worn by 
administration officials of the highest level 
(Wehrmachtbeamte des hohercn Otcnstesl 
and tn sllver-alumimum for officials of 
senior or executive level (Wehrmachtbeamtc 
des gehobcnen Dienstes). Both the back
ground colouring to the collar patches and 
the secondary colour displayed above the 
dark green of the shoulder-strap underlay 
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varied according to the particular admin
istrative career of the wearer. 

Shoulder-straps of the pattern used by 
Luftwaffe Hauptmann, Oberlcutnant and 
Lcutnant respectively (Figs. 293. 295 and 
297) carried where applicable rank stars in 
gill metal on flat. double strands of s ilver
a luminium Russia braid. The embroidery 
work of half-wreaths and triangular rank 
stars on the collar patches were in s ilver
aluminium wire. The twisted piping worn 
around the patches was in one of three 
colours: In gold-yellow for administration 
officials of the highest level. In silver
aluminium for senior or executive level 
officials and (no t illustrated) In alternating 
twisted cording of silver-aluminium, dark 
green and silver-aluminium worn by middle 
grade officials. Collar patch colouring and 
the colour of the secondary underlay to the 
shoulder-straps can be found In the lis t on 
page 121. 

The fi nal three ranks had shoulder-straps 
(Figs. 300. 302 and 305) that were Identical 
In construction and similar in appearance. 
They were constructed of entwined blue-grey 
silk cording. bu t with t he central section 
having the addition of a single strand of 
sliver-aluminium Russia braid set between 
two strands of blue-grey s ilk cording. Rank 
stars carried on these straps were In white
metal. as were the pebble-surfaced buttons. 
The half-wreaths and triangular rank stars 
displayed on the collar patches in Figs. 298 
and 299 were worked in mall-grey embroid
ery. The piping to the collar patch (Fig. 299) 
was of twisted, alternating cording of alu
minium. da rk green and aluminium and 
together with the shoulder-strap (Fig. 300) 
was worn by administration officials of 
middle g rade (8 eamte des mittleren Dlen
stcs). The un-piped collar patch (Fig. 298) 
was worn with the same pattern of s houlder
strap (Fig. 300) by officials of the lowest 
grade (Beamte des ein fachcn Dicnstes). The 
colour of the collar patches and of the 
secondary underlay to the s houlder-straps 
can be found in the list on page 12 1. 

Figures 301 and 302 illustrate the pattern 
of shoulder-straps and collar patches worn 
by administration officials of the lowest 
grade. The triangular rank stars on the un
piped collar patches were In machine
embroidered grey cotton yarn or could be in 
white aluminium metal (the IaUer not illus
trated). Prior to 1940 administration per
sonnel of this level wore s houlder-straps of 
the type worn by Luftwaffe Oberfeldwebel 
(Fig. 303). The same situation applied to the 
mos tjumor grade as illustrated by Figs. 304 
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and 305. Apart from the number of collar 
patch rank triangles and s houlder-strap 
rank stars. these ilems were the same as 
previously descr ibed. Also prior to 1940 the 
pattern of s houlder-strap as worn by a 
Luftwaffe Feldwebel (as for Fig. 303 but with 
a single s ta r ) was worn with these colla r 
patches. 

Specialist Leade rs (Sonderfiihrer), 
Administration Officials for the 
Duration (We hrmachtbeamte a.Kr.) 
and Engineers for the Duration 
(Ingenieure a.Kr.) 

S pecialist Leaders were persons who pos
sessed a particular civilian skill or qualifi
cation and who. from March 1937, had been 
employed by or called up into the a rmed 
forces on those occasions when their par
ticula r s kills and qua lifications were re
quired . These pe rsons . although very often 
having had no previous mili tary training. 
wore the uniform appropriate to their 
branch of the Wchrmach t and wore insignia 
equivalent to eith er an officer or an NCO 
with "Position Designations· to indicate their 
s pecialist g rade. On taking up the post of 
SonderfUhrcr. those persons who a lready 
held a reserve rank with the military were 
appointed one grade higher as a Specialist 
Leade r. It was a general rule that active duty 
officers were never transferred to Specialist 
Leader status. Administration offi cials and 
engineers who were required to serve in the 
armed forces "for the duration· car ried the 
suffix ·a.Kr" standing for ·auf Kr iegsdauer · 
literally 'for the war ·s duration). 

Insignia 
These personnel serving in the Luftwaffe 
wore the normal blue-grey uniform appro
priate to their s pecialist grade. but with the 
following ins ignia: Collar patches were in 
the arm-of-service colour appropriate to the 
branch of service to which the specialist was 
assigned. with only a full wreath . half
wreath or blank collar patches. depending 
on the wearer's grade. a ll embroidery In 
silver-aluminium and patches edged In 
twisted aluminium-coloured piping or dark 
green and s ilver twisted cording. depending 
on grade. The narrow s houlder cords were 
of a dis tinctive des ign. each identified for 
individual grades. All shoulder cords were 
without u nderlay. 

SonderfUhrer post group grades were as 
follows: 
Sondeifilllrer post military appointment 
group grades as 
Stellengruppe (R) Regimentsfiihrcr 



Right: Collar patches and 
shoulder -straps as worn by 
a Sonderfiihrer (G) in the 
rank range of a Gruppen
~lver (G). 

SPECIALIST LEADERS, ADMJNlSTRATlON OFFICIALS AND ENGINEERS 

SondeifU.hrer post 
group grades 
SteUengruppe (B) 

military appointment 
as 
Batalllons-Abtellungs
fi.ihrer 

·Stellengruppe (K) KompanlefUhrer 
Stellengruppe (Z) ZugfUhrer 
Stellengruppe (0) Hauptfeldwebel 
Stellengruppe (G) Gruppenfi.ihrer 

Collar patches were worn In matching. 
mirror pairs. Shoulder cords were also worn 
In pairs. one to each shoulder. Originally 
Wehrmachtbeamte a.Kr. and lngen leure 
a.Kr. In officer rank range wore plain colla r 
patches without full or h alf-wreath of oak
leaves but edged with twisted aluminium
coloured piping. These obsolete patches 
were still being worn by the odd lndlv1dual 
as late as 1940. The distinguishing Insignia 
worn was as follows: 

SonderjUhrer (R}, Wehrmachtbeamte 
aKr., Ingenieur aKr., all ranking as the 
equivalent of an Oberst. wore collar patches 
without wings. or triangular rank stars. 
having only a full wreath In sliver
aluminium embroidery with the patch piped 
In twisted alu minium cording (Fig. 306). 
Shoulder cords were constructed of a single 
strand of s ilver Russia braiding. plaited to 
form a cord of double thickness with plaited 
sliders of yellow rayon (Fig. 307). 

Sondeifuhrer (B), Wehrmachtbeamte 
aKr. and Ingenieur aKr., all ranked as the 
equivalen t of a Major and wore collar patches 
(F'Ig. 308) Identical with the previous des
cription and with the same plaited con
struction of s ilver shoulder cords but worn 
without the yellow rayon sliders (Fig. 309). 

Sondeifi.ihrer (K ), Wehrmachtbeamte 
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306 307 308 309 310 311 

312 313 314 315 316 317 

318 319 320 l21 322 323 
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Insignia of Grade, Collar 
Patches and Shoulder 
Cords, for Specialist 
leaders, Administration 
Officials for the Duration 
and Engineers for the 
Duration: 
306, 307 Sonderfiihrer (R) 
Wehrmachtbeamte a.Kr. 
ranking equivalent to an 
Oberst. lngenieur a.Kr. 
308, 309 Sonderfiihrer (B) 
Wehrmachtbeamte a.Kr. 
ranking equivalent to a 
Major. lngenieur a.Kr. 
310, 311 Sonderfiihrer (K) 
Wehrmachtbeamte a.Kr. 
ranking equivalent to a 
Hauptmann. lngenieur 
a.Kr. 
312, 313 Wehrmacht
beamte a.Kr. ranking 
equivalent to an 
Oberleutnant. lngenieur 
a.Kr. 
314, 315 Sonderfiihrer (Z) 
Wehrmachtbeamte a.Kr. 
ra~king equivalent to a 
leutnant. lngenieur a.Kr. 
316, 317 Wehrmacht
beamte a.Kr. in the rank 
range of an Oberfeldwebel 
318, 319 Wehrmacht
beamte a.Kr. in the rank 
range of a Feldwebel 
320, 321 Sonderfiihrer (0) 
in the rank of a Hauptfeld
webel (0) 
322, 323 Sonderfiihrer (G) 
in the rank range of a 
Gruppenfiihrer (G) 

a K r. and Ingenieur aKr. ranked as the 
equivalent of a Hauptmann. They wore a 
half-wreath on the collar patches (Fig. 310). 
The shoulder cords were constructed from 
Oat. matt aluminium Russia braiding worn 
with two plaited s liders of yellow artificial 
silk (Fig. 3 11 ). 

Weh rmachtbeamte aKr. and Ingenieur 
a Kr. (only). ranking as the equivalent of an 
Oberleutnant, wore insignia very simillar to 
that described above except that a single 
yellow slider was worn on each s houlder cord 
(Fig 3 12 and 3 13). 

Sonderjllhrer (Z), Wehrmachtbeamte 
a Kr. a nd Ingenieur aKr., ranking as the 
equ ivalen t of a Leutnant. wore similar in
signia to the two previous grades but the 
shoulder cords were without s liders (Figs 
314and315). 

Weh rmachtbeamte aKr. in the rank 
range of an Oberjeldwebel (Werkmeister, 
Priifmeister . Assistenten) wore the collar 
patches as worn by an Assistenten (half
wreath in matt-grey cotton embroidery and 
patch p iped in aluminium and dark green, 
twisted cording (Fig. 316). The shoulder 
cords were constructed from dark green 
artifkial s ilk with a central strip of 0.1cm
broad a luminium cording set into the centre 
of the dark green pla ited cording. The two 
sliders were of aluminium cording (Fig. 
3 17). 

Wehrmachtbeamte aKr., in the rank 
range of a Feldwebel. Plain. unpiped collar 
patches (Fig. 3 18) were worn with shoulder 
cords of the same construction as previously 
described, the latter with a single alumin
iu m slider (Fig. 3 19). 

S onderjllhrer (0) in the rank range of a 
Hauptfeldwebel (0). Pla in, unpiped collar 
patch es, as shown. (Fig. 320) were worn up 
to 9 December 1940. From 10 December 
1940 unplped collar patches were worn with 
NCO Oat. s ilver-aluminium rank braiding 
worn along two edges In the same manner as 
the collar patches worn by Luftwaffe NCOs 
on the Greatcoat (Fig. 321 ). Shoulder cords 
were constructed from fla t. dark blue-green 
a r tificial s ilk with two pla ited a luminium 
sliders (Fig. 322). In addition Sonderfi.ihrer 
(0) in this grade were further distinguished 
by wearing double stripes of silver
aluminium cuff litzen on both forearms. 

Sonderjii.hrer (G), in the rank range of a 
GruppenfUhrer (G). wore the sam e style of 
collar patches during the same pre- and 
post-1940 period as previously described 
(Figs. 323 and 324). Shoulder cords were as 
before and were worn with a s ingle alumin
iu m slider (Fig. 325). 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL 

Ins ignia of rank worn on protective flight 
clothing by engineers and administrative 
officials for the duration was of the type 
worn by the equivalent active ranks in the 
Luftwaffe. This subject is dealt with in 
Volume 1940-5. 

Medical Personnel 

Personnel of the Medical Branch wore the 
normal Luftwaffe uniform garments. They 
were distinguished by the use of dark blue 
Waffenfarbe. (Medical officers of general's 
rank wore white Waffcnfarbe. Medical 
officers awaiting posting (at disposition ) 
wore orange Waffenfarbe (see pages I 14 and 
116). A change of colour took place in 1944 
when the white Waffenfarbe was changed to 
dark blue see Volume 1940-5). Rank desig
nations were the same as those used by 
medical personnel in the Army. 
Medical Branch Equivalent 
rank Luftwaffe rank 
Generaloberstabsarzt General der Flieger 
Generalstabsarzt Generalleutnant 
Generalarzt Generalmajor 
Obcrstarzt Oberst 
Oberfeldarzt Obcrstleutnant 
Oberstabsarzt Major 
Stabsarzt Hauptmann 
Oberarzt Oberleutnant 
Assistenzarzt 
Unterarzt 
San i Ui tsoberfeldwebel 
San i Uitsfeldwebel 
Sanitatsunterfeld
wcbel 

Leutnant 
Oberfahnriche 
Oberfeldwebel 
Feldwebel 
Unterfeldwebel 

Sanitatsunteroffizier Unteroffizier 
Sanitiitshaupt- Hauptgefreiter 
gefreiter 
Sanitatsobergefreiter Obergefreiter 
Sanitiitsgefrciter Gefreiter 
Sanitiitssoldat F'lieger. etc. 
In addition to their dark blue arm-of-service 
colour. ranks were further distinguished by 
the use of the Aesculapian Staff emblem. 
This was worn as metal insignia on the 
shoulder-straps as well as a trade or spec
iality cloth arm badge. 

The Askulapstab, the staff and serpent 
emblem, in white aluminium. was worn on 
the shoulder-straps by medical officers of 
general's rank. by officers recalled to service 
and by NCOs of the Unteriirzt rank. The 
same insignia but in gold-finish ed light 
metal was worn by a ll other medical officers 
other than medical officers and Unterartze 
of the Landwehr whose insignia was of matt
grey oxidized light metal. 

The speciality badge worn on the left 
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forearm was only worn by those medical 
NCOs and other ranks who had successfully 
completed the first year of Instruction at the 
Luftwaffe School of Medicine. They con
tinued to wear this badge unless they at
tained the rank of SaniUits-Oberfeldwebel 
when It was replaced by the white-metal 
Askulapstab worn on their shoulder-straps 
(see Fig. 357). 

Members of the Medical Academy were 
distinguished by the wearing of a gothic
style letter 'A' on their shoulder-straps In 
conjunction with the Askulapstab Insignia. 
This Item was Introduced In September 
1941 and as such Is dealt with In Volume 
1940-5. 

Senior officer candidates (SaniUits
offlzleranwarter) wore the uniform of an 
Oberfeldwebel (SaniUitsoberfeldwebel). An 
Unterartze wore the same type of uniform 
and Ins ignia as described for an Oberfahn
rlch (see page 108). but with the distinction 
of wearing an aluminium-coloured metal 
Askulapstab Ins ignia mounted between the 
two rank stars on their shoulder-straps.4 (A 
Fahnenjunker (San.) and a Fahnrlch (San.) 
did not carry this emblem on their shoulder
straps. but wore the speciality badge as 
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previously described and under the con
ditions explained on page 145.) 

Musicians, Bandmasters and 
Inspectors of Music 

Personnel serving within the Music Corps of 
the Luftwaffe were divided Into three 
groups: 
1. Musicians proper. all of whom played 
mus ical Instruments and who. In tum. were 
sub-divided Into three categories: (a) Flfers 
and Drummers. (b) Bandsmen. (c) Bugle
Majors. 
2. Musicians with officer status ranging 
from Bandmaster (Muslkmelster) the equiv
alent to a Leutnant. Senior Bandmaster 
(Obermuslkmelster ) corresponding to an 
Oberleutnant and Staff Bandmaster 
(Stabsmuslkmelster). the rank similar to a 
Hauptmann. 
3. The two most senior officer grades. that of 
Inspector of Music (Muslklnsplzlent) rank
Ing as a Major and Senior Inspector of Music 
(Obermuslklnsplzlent) with a status equiv
alent to an Oberstleutnant. 

There was. however. one addition to this 
categorization. A Muslklelter was a junior 

Below: Musikinspizient 
Husadel photographed in 
May 1938, right. 



Insignia of Rank for 
Bandmasters and 
Inspectors of Music. 
Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-Straps: 
324, 325 Obermusik
inspizient 
326, 327 Musikinspizient 
328, 329 Stabsmusik
meister 
330, 331 Obermusik
meister 
332, 333 Musikmeister 
334, 335 Musikleiter 

324 

330 

MUSICIANS, BANDMASTERS AND INSPECTORS OF MUSIC 

bandmaster with a position that was the 
equivalent of a Luftwaffe Oberfeldwebel. 

As musicians appointed to be Inspectors 
of Music (both grades) and Bandmasters (all 
three grades), these persons did not. under 
any circumstances, have precedence over 
other Luftwaffe officers. In the case of 
Inspectors of Music and Bandmaster grades , 
higher rank of service d id not automatically 
grant precedence. Junior ranks were re
quired to respect senior ranks. Inspectors of 
Music and Bandmasters had authority over 
NCOs and other ranks of the armed forces . 

Insignia of Rank 
All musicians wore Luftwaffe uniform 
appropriate to their rank or appointment. 
Fifers. drummers, bandsman and bugle
majors had no special insignia other than 
wearing musicians' wings (Swallows Nests) 

325 326 327 

331 332 333 

when on duty and whilst playing their 
instruments. For full description of musi
cians· wings see page 140. 

Musicians as shown in groups (2) and (3) 
above. including the grade of Musikleiter. 
wore special, distinctive insignia which is 
illustrated here. 

The shoulder-straps illustrated (Figs. 329, 
331 and 333) had two strands of silver
aluminium braiding and red artificial silk 
braiding in alternating colours laid side by 
side. The metal lyre insignia was in gilt 
finish as were the rank stars and numerals. 
Shoulder-strap buttons were in pebble
finished white-metal. The cloth underlay to 
these straps was in the arm-of-service colour 
appropriate to the wearer's unit. 

This same ruling applied to the cloth of 
the collar patches (Figs. 328, 330 and 332). 
The embroidery work on the patches in-

328 329 

334 335 
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eluding the small version of the lyre as well 
as t he twisted piping around the edge to the 
patches was In matt-aluminium threads. 

The shoulder-straps for the two senior 
appointments of Muslklnsptztent (Ftg. 327) 
and Obermuslklnspiztent (Ftg. 325) had 
braiding consisting of a central strand of red 
artificial silk edged by two strands of silver
aluminium bra iding. The rank stars and 
metal lyre Insignia were also in gilt. Buttons 
were in white. pebble-finished metal. The 
underlay to t he straps was originally In black 
cloth as these two positions were cons idered 
Air Ministry appointments (see page 11 2 for 
Waffenfarbe listings). This colour cha nged 
to the Waffenfarbc of the wearer's unit by 
Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt Nr 3 1. dated 
I 0 July 1939. p. 230. Order Nr 638. Issued 
30 June 1939. 
The collar patches had malt-aluminium 
embroidery and piping. and the colour of the 
patches conformed to that of the shoulder
strap underlay. 

The Insignia worn by the Muslklelter was 
very s imilar to that worn by an Oberfeld-
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webel with the notable exception of the collar 
patches. In place of the four metal ·wings· 
worn by an oberfeldwebel the Muslkleiter 
wore a white-metal full-size lyre Insignia 
(Fig. 334). This same size and colour of lyre 
was also worn on the shoulder-strap set 
between the two while-metal rank s tars (Fig. 
335). The colour of the collar patch and the 
piping to the shoulder-strap were In the 
wearer's arm-of-service colour. 

Collar patches for a Muslkleiter when 
worn on the greatcoat were similar to the 
pattern of collar patches worn by Luftwaffe 
NCOs on the greatcoat. The Muslklelter. 
ranking as an NCO. had a narrow strand of 
flat. s ilver-aluminium braiding along the 
two outer edges of each patch and. In place 
of the normal aluminium 'wings·. the white
metal lyre Insignia was dis played. 

Officers on the Retired List 

Officers of the Luftwaffe. and officials of the 
administration service (with the exception 
of generals officers- see below) and the Air 

Left: An un-named 
Musikleiter conducts a 
luftwaffe band who are 
entertaining German 
wounded troops being 
taken aboard a German 
hospital ship tied up in the 
harbour at Copenhagen. 
Denmark. 



336 Shoulder-strap for a 
retired Air Force colonel 
(Oberst a.D. - Oberst 
ausser Dienst). Worn 
beneath the wearer's 
underlay (in the colour of 
his former unit or 
formation) was a single 
strip of flat silver
aluminium braid. Rank 
stars in gilt-finished metal 
with white-metal shoulder
strap button 

337 Distinguishing badge 
worn by retired officers 
and officials of the 
Luftwaffe but who were 
either available for further 
employment (z. V.) or 
awaiting disposition (z.D.) 

338, 339 Collar patch and 
shoulder-strap for a 
Territorial Reserve captain 
(Landwehr Hauptmann) 
from the Fifth Air District 
(Luftgau V). The collar 
patch was in the 
Waffenfarbe of the 
wearer's service with a 
narrow, light blue cloth 
border. The half-wreath 
and 'wings' were in silver
bullion threads and the 
whole patch was piped 
with twisted silver
aluminium cording. 
The shoulder-strap had a 
double underlay, light blue 
on top of the wearer's 
arm-of-service colour. The 
rank stars were in gilt 
metal and the roman 
numeral 'V' in oxidized 
white-metal finish. Button 
was white-metal. 

336 337 

Inspectora te Service. of equivalent rank, 
who had retired (a.D. ausser Dienst, literally 
out of service - retired) and who had re
ceived permission to continue wearing Luft
waffe uniform, were dis tinguished by 
wearing beneath their shoulder-straps a 
'badge· cons isting of a I em-wide strip of flat, 
aluminium braid sewn on to a s trip of blue
grey uniform cloth approximately l.5cm 
wide. This strip was positioned in the centre 
of the underside of the strap halfway be
tween the shoulder-strap button and the 
shoulder seam, with the ends of the s trip 
sewn on to the shoulders of the Service 
Tunic, the Uniform Tunic (when that 
garment was introduced) , the Flight Blouse, 
the Summer Tunic for Officers, the Evening 
Dress Jacket and the cloth Greatcoat. in 
such a way th a t the s trip extended beyond 
both s ides of each shoulder-strap to a dis
tance of0.5cm (see Fig. 336).5 

General officers who had retired did not 
carry this 'badge· on their shoulder-straps. 
Instead, the underlay of their straps was in 
the arm-of-service colour of their former 
branch or formation and was worn together 
with their generals' white collar patches of 
the appropriate rank. 

Officers and officials, either of the regular 
Luftwaffe or the Reserve, who had retired 
upon completion of their term of service but 
who were subjec t to reca ll (z.V. zur Ver
fiigung, litera lly available for further 
employment) or who had been recalled to 
duty (z.D. zur Dispos ition, literally awaiting 
disposition), were dis tinguished by wearing 
a double strip of flat aluminium bra id pos
itioned across th e base of their shoulder
straps (see Fig. 337). 

OFFICER CANDIDATES 

338 339 

All officers, whether ausser Dienst, zur 
Verfiigung or zur Disposition, wore the 
Luftwaffe uniform with their appropriate 
Waffenfarbe, and the ins ignia of the rank 
they had attained at the time of their 
retirement, but they did not display any 
regimental number or other form of 
shoulder-strap cipher. The uniform was only 
to be worn for service reasons, when travel
ling to and from their place of employmen t 
and in their own home. 

In July 1938 instructions were published6 

whereby retired officers available for dis
position (z.D.) and officers of the Landwehr 
were in fu ture to wear on their shoulder
straps the Roman numeral of their appro
pria te Air Region (Luftgau) (Figs. 338 a nd 
339). 

Officer Candidates 

Personnel of the Luftwaffe who aspired to 
become officers were of three catagories: 
1. Fahnenjunker. a soldier appointed to be 
an officer candidate. 
2. Fahnrich, an officer candidate. 
3. Oberfahnrich, a senior officer candidate. 

Fahnenjunker wore the uniform appro
priate to their rank and a rm-of-service. They 
were distinguished as aspirants by wearing 
at the base of both shoulder-straps of their 
uniform tunic a length of twisted alumin
ium cording of the same pattern as that 
worn around the edge of the officers· tunic 
collar (Fig. 341 ). Upon promotion to the 
rank of Gefreiter they were required to wear 
the Faustriemen appointed to be worn by 
NCOs (for details of this pattern of side-arm 
knot see page II 7). 
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340 341 

A Fahnrich wore the uniform of an Unter
feldwebel. but in place of the regulation 
Faustriemen was distinguished by wearing 
the silver-aluminium portepee on the leather 
frog of the Model 84/98 bayonet (Fig. 503). 
Fahnriche were further distinguished by 
wearing aluminium-coloured metal 
numbers and/or ciphers on their shoulder
s traps (Figs. 343). Originally Fahnriche were 
not permitted to wear the Fliegerdolch 
(flyer's dagger). 7 However. at an as yet 
undetermined later date, this order was 
rescinded and they were permitted to wear 
the Dagger with Walking-Out dress. 

An Oberfahnrich wore the uniform of a 
Luftwaffe Oberfeldwebel but was distin
guished by the addition and substitution of 
certain features of the uniform. 

Head-dress. In place of the usual black 
leather chinstrap worn on both the Uniform 
Peaked Cap and the NCO Summer Cap. an 
Oberfahnrich wore officers'-quality silver
aluminium cap cords and white-metal cap 
cord buttons. They were further permitted 
to wear officers'-quality embroidered cap 
insignia in place of the pressed metal in
signia normally worn by NCOs and other 
ranks. Piping on these caps was in the 
wearer's arm-of-service colour. Senior officer 
candidates were also permitted to wear what 
were in effect officers'-quality Flight Caps 
(Fliegermutzen) with both silver-aluminium 
piping to the upper edge of the cap's curtain 
and silver embroidered cap insignia. 

Tunics . The lcm-wide flat braiding worn 
a round the collar of the Service Tunic, the 
Uniform Tunic and the Flight Blouse by NCO 
ranks from Unterfeldwebel, etc., up to Stabs
feldwebel. etc., was replaced in the case of an 
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Oberfahnrich by twisted silver-aluminium 
cording of the type worn by officers and 
was worn along the lower edge of the collar 
(Fig. 344). 

Waist-belt. The dark brown leather waist
bell (Fig. 511) and supporting cross-strap 
was replaced by the officers'-pattern waist
belt (Fig. 512) and cross-strap. This latter 
item was 6cm wide, of light Havana-brown 
leather. with matching cross-strap and 
s ilver-grey metal fittings. During the war 
years these supporting cross-straps. as with 
all cross-straps worn by officers and gen
era ls, but with the notable exception of 
Hermann Goring. were done away with as an 
economy measure. 

These instructions. published in May 1935, 
concluded by stating that any alterations to 
clothing necessitated by these changes were 
to be borne by the individual candidate and 
that the purchase of the officers'-quality 
waist-belt and cross-strap was the respon
sibility of the Oberfahnrich. 

NCO Candidates 

An Unteroffizieranwarter wore the Luftwaffe 
uniform appropriate to his rank and branch 
of service, but in order to distinguish him as 
an NCO Candidate he wore across the base 
of both shoulder-straps. on all patterns of 
tunic as well as the cloth Greatcoat. a !em
broad strip of flat silver-aluminium braid 
(Fig. 347). 

This distinguishing badge h ad originally 
been introduced into the Luftwaffe in 
February 1935.8 At the time it was referred 
to as an 'UnterfUhreranwarter· badge and 
was of the sam e pattern and size as that 

345 

340, 341 Collar patch and 
shoulder-strap as worn by 
a Fahnenjunker-Gefreiter 
(an appointed officer 
candidate). The actual 
items are those used by a 
Luftwaffe Gefreiter, but are 
distinguished by the 
addition of a length of 
twisted aluminium cord 
worn across the base of 
both shoulder-straps. 

342, 343 Collar patch, 
collar braiding, collar 
piping and shoulder-strap 
for a Fahnrich ranking as 
either an Unterfeldwebel 
or Unterwachtmeister. 

344, 345 Collar patch and 
shoulder-strap as worn by 
an Oberfahnrich (an 
advanced officer candi· 
date). Persons appointed 
as an Oberfahnrich were 
distinguished by not 
wearing the collar braiding 
normally worn around the 
collar of the Flight Blouse, 
Service and Uniform Tunic 
by NCOs of this rank, but 
instead wore twisted 
aluminium cording of the 
same pattern as worn by 
officers. 



346, 347 Collar patch and 
shoulder-strap for an 
Obergefreiter shown here 
as an NCO Aspirant 
(Unteroffizieranwarter). 
Airmen who were aspiring 
to become non
commissioned officers 
were distinguished by 
wearing a 1 em-deep strip 
of Luftwaffe aluminium
silver flat braid at the base 
of both shoulder-straps. 
The remainder of their 
uniform was worn as for 
their rank and branch of 
service 

Right: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps as worn by 
an Oberfahnrich. 

346 347 

NCO CANDIDATES 

used by the Army. namely a 0.5cm-wide 
length of rank braiding of aluminium lace 
worn across the lower part of the shoulder
strap. In 1935 the badge was to have been 
worn by: 
1. Men who had carried out training similar 
to that of Army members of Junior Leader
ship Schools and who were then carrying 
out Unterfi.ihrer service. 
2. NCOs of Gefrelter rank who were being 
instructed as Unterfi.ihrer from the second 
half of their second year of military service. 

A year later additional instructions re
garding this badge were published.9 The 
badge. presumably still of the type used by 
the Army. and still worn across the base of 
the shoulder-strap was to be worn by: 
1. NCOs of Gefreiter rank who had under
gone a course of instruction and training In 
their arm of service as junior rank Asplr-
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ants. Distribution of the badges- the strips 
of braiding - were carried out from 1 June of 
each year. 
2. Aspirants to junior rank who were in 
replacement batteries. 

Luftwaffe NCO Candidates who had re
tired and the been recalled to service. known 
as Unterfi.ihreranwarter (Erganzungs). were 
distinguished by wearing a strip of pat
terned green braid. 0.8cm-deep. across the 
lower portion of their shoulder-straps. This 
distinction was only used in peacetime and 
was discontinued during the war. 

Senior and Junior Flight NCOs 

In February 1935 Instructions were issued 10 

whereby senior and junior NCOs In the 
Flying Branch (with the ranks of Oberfeld
webel. Feldwebel. Unterfeldwebel and Unter
offlzler) were ordered to wear a simple dis
tinguishing mark on their shoulder-straps. 
The first two categories of senior NCOs were 
required to wear two stripes of Luftwaffe 
braid of the type used around the collar of 
their tunics (Fig. 348). These stripes were 
set apart. the distance between the two lines 
being similar to that of a double width of 
braiding, on both shoulder-straps. The 
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second two categories (of junior NCOs) wore 
a single strip of Luftwaffe rank braiding 
across the centre of both shoulder-straps 
(Fig. 349). These Instructions applied only 
to the named NCO ranks of the Flying 
Branch. It is assumed that It was necessary 
to distinguish flight personnel In this 
manner from NCOs of similar rank within 
other branches. 

348 349 

Left: Collar patches and 
shoulder-straps worn by 
Luftwaffe NCO Candi
dates; these are the seated 
Obergefreiter on the far 
left of the photograph and 
the Gefreiter wearing 
glasses and standing 
behind the group. 

Special Shoulder-Strap 
Insignia of Rank for 
Flying Branch NCOs: 
348 Shoulder-strap with 
double row of rank 
braiding as worn by Flying 
Branch senior NCOs with 
the rank of Oberfeldwebel 
and Feldwebel 
349 Shoulder-strap with 
single strip of rank 
braiding as worn by Flying 
Branch junior NCOs with 
the rank of Unterfeldwebel 
and Unteroffizier 



3. BADGES AND ACCOUTREl\1ENTS 

Arm-of-Service Colour (Waffenfarbe) 

The German word ·waffcnfarbe·. I ilerally 
translated. means ·arm (of sciVicc) colour·: 
·warren· being short for ·waffcngattung· 
which is ·arm of service· and ·rarbe· meaning 
·colour·. Waffenfarbc. therefore, was the 
word used to describe the system of selected 
colours employed to identify individual arms 
wit hln each branch of the fighting seiVircs. 
Similar identifying colours had already been 
in use with the Army (see German Army 
Uniforms and Insignia. 1933-1945. p. 16) 
even before the Luftwaffe came into ex
Istence. 

The DLV had adopted a basic system of 
colour identification for the four branches of 
lts air organization (see below) and in I 935 
the new Luftwaffe continued with this prac
tice. expanding upon the four original 
colours and, over a period of lime. intro
ducing new colours to enlarge the system to 
the complex extent used in the Army. The 
basic colours and the full range of colours 
(both set out on page I I 2) were used as arm
of-service p iping to shoulder-straps. tunic 
collars and peaked caps as well as base 
material for collar patches. the underlay for 
certain shoulder-straps [usually those worn 
by officers) and the background colour to 
certain items of Air Force regalia. 

Legio n Condor 
Although not actually referred to as 'arm-of
sCIVICe colours'. the four bas ic colours 
chosen for identification purposes within 
the Legion Condor were very obviously ln
nucnccd by the Waffenfarbe used in the 
Luftwaffe. Unlike the colours of the DIN and 
the Waffcnfarbe of the Luftwaffe. the colours 
of the Legion Condor were only used as a 
backing to the Spanish pattern of rank 
instgnta. Six- or eight-pointed sta rs and 
single o r double rank bars were worn on the 
front of the s ide cap (Fiiegermutze) and 
above t he right breast pocket of the Service 
Tunic (see page 60). Black was used to 
identify Leadership Officers (StafO: yellow 

for flight prrsonnel: red for anll-aircraft 
troops: brown for air signals troops. (Other 
colours wcrr used by German Army volun
teers serving in Spain. Rose pink was used 
by lank and anti-tank troops. lemon yellow 
by signals personnel. dark blur for medical 
troops. red for artillery and whitr for infan· 
try. all very much in keeping with the 
Waffenfarbe used by the German Army.) 

No evidence exists to show that these 
colours were used on any part of the Legion 
Condor uniform other than as the backing 
colour to the rank insignia. No shoulder
straps or collar patches were worn on the 
uniform. no 'Waffenfarbe· style piping to 
collars. caps or trousers existed and the only 
use of the four colours employed was as 
coloured backing material to the Spanish
pattern rank insignia. 

DLV Collar Patch Colours 
Although referred to as ·spiegelfarben· 
(collar patch colours). the four identification 
colours chosen by the DLV wC?re actually 
used as piping to the shoulder-straps of 
personnel below officer rank. as underlay to 
the shoulder cords of DLV officers and as 
piping to the Schirmmtitzen worn by ranks 
below officer status (see also page 21) as well 
as the collar patches worn by a ll ranks. 

Colour Bra nell-of-Service 
Blue Personnel of the DLV. 
Yellow Personnel of the Deutsrhc Verkehrs

Oiegerschule (German Transport
ation Flying School). 

Black Relchsluftfahrtminislerium (Civil 
Aviation Ministry). 

White DLVofficcrs with the ranks of 
Minister and Staatssek retar. 

Luftwaffe Waffen farbe 
The early selection of colours allocated to 
various branches during the first months of 
1935 1 was fairly basic. lnOuenred by the 
former DLV branch-of-seiViee colours. the 
colours reflected the comparatively simple, 
initial organizational structure of the new 
Luftwaffe. 
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Colour Branch-of-Service 
White Generals. 
Black All offices and officers immediately 

subordinate to the Reichsluftfahrt
ministerium. 

Gold- Flight troops. 
yellow 

Bright Anti-aircraft artillery. 
red 

Light Signals troops. 
brown 

Dark Medical officers. 
blue 

Dark Officials of the Luftwaffe with officer 
green rank wore a double cloth underlay. 

the uppermost of which was bright 
red. the lower dark green. [For the 
full range of Luftwaffe admin
istrative officials' primary and 
secondary colours. and colours for 
other s pecialist officers and officials. 
see page I 2 I. l 

Light Officials of the Air Inspectorate (Air 
green Traffic Control) holding officer rank 

(Reichsluftaufsicht). 
Light Luftwaffe Reserve. 

blue 
Light Officers (E). Medical Officers (E) and 

grey Officers (WE) wore a double cloth 
underlay. the uppermost being light 
g rey. the lower in the wearer's 
a rm-of-service colour. 

From April 1935 on. however. there was a 
rapid increase in the introduction of new 
colours for newly created formations and 
funct ions. certain existing colours were ex
tended to some new formations, and com
bined colours were used to distinguish 
different categories of specialist ofllcers 
and Ministerial Air Force officials. 

There was a limit to the number of basic 
colours that could be introduced and even 
with the inclusion of identifiable shades of 
any one colour there were still not enough 
separate colours and shades for every unit. 
formation or appointment. To overcome this 
problem shoulder-strap insignia was used in 
much the same way as for the Army. These 
insignia combined with the different 
Waffenfarben allowed for a much more com
plex identification system to be developed. 
(For the subject of Luftwaffe shoulder-strap 
insignia see page 131 .) 

The fi rst of the extended lists of Luftwaffe 
Wa!Tenfarbe together with appointed 
shoulder-strap insignia appeared in the 
Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt Nr. 25. dated 
29 July 1935. p. 191. Order Nr. 423 issued 
23 July 1935. 

It should be remembered t hat the infor
mation contained in these lists applied at 
the time the lists were published. In the case 
of the majority of units and ranks. etc .. the 
designations used and the colours and in
signia shown held true for the entire period 
from 1935 to 1945. An example of this being 
Flying Personnel (Fiicgcrtruppel who used 
gold-yellow as their arm-of-service colour. 
There were. however. many specified units 
a nd/or ranks published in one list that 
disappeared or were absorbed into other 
formations and lost their individual identity 
by the time a subsequent list was released. 
especially so during the earlier. formative 
years of the Luftwaffe. It is for this reason 
that 1 have s hown here the main lists that 
were published at various times from 1935 
to I 939/40 supplemented, wherever pos
sible. with individual announcements of 
new units brought into being and new 
colours appointed for their usc. 

Luftwaffe Waffenfarbe Regulations, 1935 to 1939/40 
Order Nr. 423, 23 July 1935 
Serial Arm-of-Service. etc. 

No. 
1. 
2. 
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Generals 
Air Ministry and attached 

services. Exceptions to this 
ruling were: 

(a) Medical sections of the Air 
Ministry 

(b) Command of Flight 
Testing Stations 

(c) Flight Testing Station 
Reehlin 

(d) Flight Testing Station 
Travemunde 

Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
Colour Colour and remarks 

white 
black 

dark blue 

gold-yellow 

gold-yellow 

gold-yellow 



Serial Arm-of-Service. etc. 
No. 
3. High Commanders 

4. Flying troops 
5. Anti-Aircraft Artillery 

6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 
15. 

Air Signals Troops 
Medical Officers. NCOs and 

other ranks 

Ordnance Officers (Offizicrc 
(W)) in all services 

Artificers in all services 

Air ordnance offices. sub
s idiary air ordnance offices. 
principal a ir munitions 
establishments 
and air munitions establish
ments 

Air Traffic Control 
Luftwaffe Reserve 
Replacement officers. 

replacement medical 
officers and replace
ment ordnance officers 
(WE and LaE) 

Reserve officers 
Schools 
(a) Air War Academy 
(b) Air Technical Academy 
(c) Anti-Aircraft Artillery 

School 
(d) Air Signals School 
(e) National School for Air 
Tra ffic Control 

I 

Arm-of-Service 
Colour 

colour of the 
wearer's 
service 

gold-yellow 
bright red 

light brown 
dark blue 

colour of the 
wearer's 
serviceA 

colour of the 
wearer's 
serviceA 

colour of the 
wearer's 
serviceA 

light green 
light blue 
officer's 

wear the 
same colour 
as active 
officersc 

gold-yellow 
gold-yellow 
bright red 

light brown 
light green 

ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE) 

Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
Colour and remarks 

bluc-greyn 

light blue 

(a) Numerals worn by 
personnel of higher 
commands of the Flak 
artillery were roman 
I to VI. 

(b) Numerals worn by 
personnel of Flak
regiments were arabic 
1 to 30. 

Medical officers and 
medical candidates 
wore the Aesculapius 
insignia. 

letter'W' 

letters 'KA' 
initials 'TA' 
initials 'FAS' 

initials 'NS' 
initials 'LS' 

" Ordnance.· c,lfrit~·rs ;Jncl n·plaf't·nwnt ordnance officers as 
wt'l l as a rtificers who had brt·n posted from lhe Ar my to 
lhl'" Luftwalfc wore bright red a:-; lln· ir arm-of-scrvicf' 
C'Oiour. 
" The Luflwaflcn-Vcrordnungsblall Nr. I 1 dated 22 April 
1935. p. 68. Order Nr. 144 issutd 15 April 1935 shows lht 
sl'<:Ortdary l'olour ror lt:se l)y replacl·rncnl officers and 
n·plcwcmf'nt mcdll'a l offiecr.-. :1s wf'll as replacemen t 
ordmulet' officers as be i n.~ p;rTy. It is doubtful i f I his was 
an m:t ualchc.mgc in t'olour us<.'d bul ra lhcr a ehan,gt in lhc 
clt.."SC'ripl ion ur lhr <'uluur. 

, . The lnfonnallon t'C!(ardtng the primary and S('('Ondary 
colours used by reserve o!Ticcrs was elaboralcd on in 
l.uftwoffcn-Vcrordnungsblal l Nr. 14 dated 13 May 1935. p. 
il5. O rder tllr. 177 issued 23Apri1 1935. It slated !hal t he 
double colours for reserve officers in flying Troops were 
light b l ue on golcl-ycllow. for anti-aircraft artillcry.light 
b l ue on brtght red. and for ai r signals t roops llgh l blue on 
light brown. 
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Serial Arm-q{-Service. ere. 
No. 

(I) Air Warfare School~> 

(g) Air Force School of 
Sports 

Arm-q{-Service 
Colour 

gold-yellow 
Officer can

didates of the 
anti-aircraft 
artillery a nd 
the a ir s ignals 
troops wore the 
colour of their 
own service 

gold-yellow 

Secondary Slloulder-s!rap insignia 
Colour and remarks 

Initials ' KS' 

initia ls ·ss· 

11 A furllwr l.uflwaffen-Verordnunl(•blall puhll~ht•d In 
September 1935 referred to a new type ol ~rhool belnl( 
llltrodutcd. namely a Luftkne..sehulc (Air l>lslrlrt 

&hooll Per~lllll'l on I he 1>laff or these Sl'hOOI> won· golcl 
yellow"" tht•tr W.11fcnf.lfbe l'o!>ep.tr.ltc shoulder-strap 
msi_gnia w~l.., no1c-d a~ bein~ r~quir(·d to be worn 

Order Nr. 614 , 11 September 1935 
The Luflwaffen-Verordnungsblall Nr. 34 dated 23 September 1935. pp. 288-9. Order Nr. 
6 14 issued 11 Sep tember 1935 added furthe r infor mat ion to the previous list: 
Serial Arm-of-Service. etc. Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 

No. Colour Co/our and remarks 
16. Economy inspectors a nd colour of the 

Luftwaffe soldiers posted to wearer's 
such commands. rcspon- service 
sible for maintaining and 
accounting for stores and 
equipment 

17. Officers a nd replacement gold-yellow 
officers posted to the 
Luftwaffe without having a 
previous branch of service 

27 November 1935 (revised to Ap r il 1938) 
T he most complete pre-war list of Luftwaffe \Vaffenfarbe appeared in 'Anzugordnung fur die 
Luftwaffe (L.A. OJ' for 27 November 1935. revised to I April 1938.l lt covered a lot of the same 
ground p reviously published in the Luflwaffen-Verordnungsblatt for July and early 
November 1935 and for September 1936. butt he new revised list was more complete in that 
it s howed the limits of the rapid expansion of the Luftwaffe that had been achieved by the 
year 1938. 
Serial Arm-of-Service. etc. Arm-of-Service Secondary Short lder-strap insignia 

No. 
I. 

2. 
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Colour Colour and rema rks 
Generals white Medical officers of 

Air Ministry. permanent staff bla~k 
personnel 

Air Ministry supernumerary 
personnel attached to the 
following services: 

(a) Pligh t Standby section of gold-yellow 
the RLMt 

(b) Main Photographic Lib- gold-yellow 
rary Departmen t of the RLMJ 

(c) Main Moving Film Library gold-yellow 
Depar tment of the RLM'1 

general's rank wore 
the Aesculapius 
insignia. 

Senior Inspectors of 
Music and Inspectors 
of Music wore the lyre 
insignia. 

'RLM' insig nia0 

'RLM' insignia0 

'RLM' insignia0 



Serial Arm-q{·Service. etc. 
No. 

(d) Signa ls Intelligence 
Detachment of the RLMA-1 

(c) All other RLM super
numerary personnel 

3. Air Force Group Com-

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

II. 
12. 
13. 

14 . 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

mands. Air Force 
Comma nd in East 
Prussia. Air force 
Mari time Comma nd. 
Air Force Comma nd 
in Austria and Regional 
Air Commands~> 

I lig hcs t Flying Com 
mande rs. c 

I lig hcst Commanders of 
ant !-airc raft artilleryc 

Hig hest Commanders of 
Ins truclion Unitsc 

General Staff Officers 
Hegiment'General Goring· 
Flying personnel (troops) 
Air Force Guard Battalion 

Berlin. permanent staff 
personnel 

An t !-Aircraft Artillery 
Air Signals troops 
Ins truction troops of the 

LuftwaffeK 

Reconnaissance Instruction 
Group Juterbog 

Medical officers. medical 
candidates. NCOs & other 
ranks, includingAir 
Minis try medical pe rsonnel 

fahncnjunkcr and 
Fahnriche !San f 

Ordnance officers of all 
services including the Air 
Minlstry1 

Artificers of all services 
including the Air Minis try1 

Replacement Depots of the 
Luftwaffe 

ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE) 

Arm-of-Service Secoltdary Shoulder-strap insignia 
Colour Colour 011d remarks 

golden brown 'RLM' insignia0 

the colour of 
their paren t 
unit 

gold-yellow 

gold-yellow 

bright red 

Officers wore the 
colour of their 
parent unitK 
NCOsand 
other ranks 
wore the colour 
of their 
Economy 
TroopK 

carmine 
whitc0 

gold -yellow 
gold-yellowE 

bright red 
golden-brown 
colour of the 

wearer 's 
service 

gold-yellow 

dark blue 

colour of their 
parent unit 

bright red 

bright red 

'L' insignia. 

'LW' Insignia 

number of wearer's unit 

'L' insignia 

'AL' Insignia 

Aesculapius insignia 
worn on the s houlder
s traps by medical 
officers and 
medical candidates. 

letter·w· 

(a) Air Material Groups 1 
(b) Air Material Bureaux 
(c) Air Parks 
(d) Principal Air Munitions 

Ins titutions 

gold-yellow 
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Serial Arm-of-Service. ecc. 
No. 

(c) Air Munitions 
lnsti tutions 

(f) Administrative Camps 
(g) Air Signals Material 

Depots 
(h) Anti-Aircraft Military 

Depots 
( i) Ordnance Schools of the 

Luftwaffe 
(j) Anifiers· Schools of the 

Luftwaffe 

Arm-of-Service 
Colour 

gold-yellow 

19. l~cich Air Inspectorate Air light green 
Traffic Control 

Secondary Shoulder-scrap insignia 
Colour and remarks 

·ws· insignia11 

20. Replacement officers 
Heplacement Medical 
officers 
Replacement Ordnance 
officers 

} 

Colours used 
as for active 
officers ace
cording to 
their arm-
of-service 

Officers and medical officers orange 
awaiting posting (at dis-

t j 
Insignia as worn by 

active officers accor
ligll t grey ding to their arm-of

service (letters or 
numerals). 

21. 

position) 

22. Retired officers and 
retired medical 
officers 

(a) Reserve officers 

} 
(b) Landwehr officers 

23. Schools (Staff Personnel) 
(a) Air War Academy 
(b) Anti-Aircraft Artillery 

School 
(c) Air Signals School 
(d) National School for Air 
Traffic Control 

(c) Air Warfare SchooiK 
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Colour 
used as 
for active 
officers 
according 
to their 
arm-of-

service 

gold-yellowc 
bright redc 

golden brown° 
light greene 

gold-ycllowG 
officers wore the 

colour of their 
original parent 
un it: officer 
candidates of 

light 
blue 

Roman numerals In 
aluminium metal worn 
by these officers of 
Regional Air Com
mands.N Aesculapius 
insignia in aluminium
coloured metal worn by 
medical officers await
ing posting. but those 
officers a. D posted to 
the Air Ministry wore 
'RLM' in place of roman 
numerals. 

Medical officers of the 
reserve and lower grade 
doctors of the reserve 
wore the Acsculapills: 
l,andwehr officers the 
roman numeral of their 
Regional Air Command 
in oxydised metal. 
Medical officers and 
lower grade doctors of 
the Landwehr wore the 
Aesculapius insignia 
in oxydised metal. 

Initials 'KA' 
Initials TAS' 

Initials 'NS' 
Initials 'NS' 

Initials ' KS. 

Initials 'KS' 



ARM-OF-SERVICE COL OUR (WAFFENFARBE) 

Ser ial Arm-of-Serv ice. etc. A rm-oj-Service 
Co lour 

Secondary Sltoulder-strap insignia 
No. 

24. 

25. 

(l") lligher Air F'orce SchooJL 
(g) Air Force Spor ts School 
(h ) Driving School 
National Ins titution for Air 

Defe nce 
Economy Ins pecto rs and all 

assig ned personnel 

the Oak a r til
lery and a ir 
s igna ls troops 
wore the colour 
of their orig
inal parent 
u nit 

gold-yellow{; 
gold-yellow<• 
gold-yellowt· 
brigh t red 

Officers. 
NCOsand 
other ra nks a ll 
wore the colour 
of their pa ren t 
unit 

26. Soldiers of the Luftwaffe 
assigned to Defence Replace
me nt Ins pectora te 

27. (a) Garrison of the Luftwaffe gold-yellow11 

28. 

Tra ining Area (excluding 
Wust ruow)M 

lbl Garrison of the Anti
Airc raft Artillery Tra ining 
Area (including Wustrow)~1 

S taff Ba nd Masters. Senior 

brigh t red11 

Colour of the 
Band Masters a nd Band unit to wh ich 
Masters assigned 

Colour a nd remarks 

In itia ls 'HS 
In itials ·ss· 
Initia ls 'KRS'11 

Initia ls 'RL' 

Lyre ins ignia (see 
pa~e 133) 

Genera l rema rks at the end of this list included the state ment that officers posted to t he 
Luftwaffe that were drawn from the a r my. navy or police. or even c ivilia ns with s pec ialis t 
qualifications recruited into the Luftwa ffe a nd a ppointed o fficer s tatus. wore gold-yellow as 
the ir a nn-of-service colour when s erving within the Air Minis try. If. however. this category of 
offi cer was posted to a Luftwa ffe unit but was under the s upe rvision of the RLM, his a r m-of
serv ice colour was black. This ruling did no t apply to o rdna nce offi cers (see serial 16). They 
wore b righ t red Waffenfarbc and were furthe r d is tinguis hed by a metal Jetter ·w· worn on 
bo th s houlder-stra ps Wig. 38 1). 

A lh:c.· ... tltt;t' tl te IX'r~or trtt"" l of I he- S ignals lnl elllgen C'c 
lk1ati111Wil1 or tlw Air Ministry belonged to the Air Signals 
THlllp or tiH' LurtwaiTe they. like t he lollowing pcrSOilllCI. 
u~t·d )!oldt•t t brown as th<'ir arn'I-Of·S<'rv•cc ('Oiour: 
(,oJ Sll-!ll,tl~ I'''"OrHrcl a ttached to l llghcr Commands and 
lliglw~t Slalf~. 
(h) Personnel o! air ~le;nal~ regiments (air signals 
detachments. air s!J;tnals replat·ement detachments. Oyl111( 
unlls or air ~l.l(rt.tls re.l(imentsl. 
(C) Pcl'bOnllel olihe Slgnab Detachmen t or the Air 
Minhtry lilltluclin)! Ovlne;sectron of that unot). 
(d l l'<'"onrwl of the Air Srgnal~ Schools {lndudinl( the 
0\tnggroup~ or the Air Signals St·hoolsl. 
(<·I P<·r~onncl of <1ir '>t.l(nal~ tntellu(t•ncc slalions ofarrfrdd 
twadqtldrlt',...,, bot111t.~nd bt:1o.,ed and rnantimC'. a~ well a~ 
tr .. 11nln~arca' ._trtd wl·apon.., ron~es.. 
(I) Per~Clllllcl ol ollr .. ignal~ eompanres or ad,·anced air 
IM~l'' and ~lgnal' personnel o[ the Air Report ing SerYire 

Prior to the in,trucllons published in the 1936 
l.ufmMfrol·Verordnungsblall Nr. 36. Order Nr. 1130. the 

anu or st•rvlt•c colour appolmcd ror all sll\na ls and a ir 
'\l~n.J I~ formations ._1 nd unHs was referred 10 as light 
brown llwllbraulll. Art<·r llll' publication or the above 
l ll"'lrut·t i011~ lhl· colour wa ... rhrtrl~(·d to ,~;!olden-brown 
(!(oldbrau n) Thl., wa' not a r loange 111 desh(nallon but 
\'-.J.S 0111 actu._\1 colour d1un~c and I!-. borne out by the 
inslru<"liOns J)ublhlted ill Luftwa!Ten-Vcrordnungsblall 
Nr. 49 datt'd :10 1'\oveml>t·r 1936. p. 634. Order Nr. 1587 
Issued 24 November 19:16. Th<".e in~trucllons Introduced 
the new HLM' cipher to be -.orn 011 ~houl<ler-straps of 
~rt,llrt de~h(n.tled formations I sec pal\f 1201 and they set 
outtlw pr{)( !'durt· fur junior :'\COs and other ranks of 
the"c dt•,tl(nal<'<l fornt.JIIOII'> to follow. in order to havt> the 
new nphcr t'lllbrotdt'rcd 011 their "houlder-straps. 
Hout••er the -,houldcr--,trap-, Of air Si_l(nals troops. that 
already botl' tnllial-. lilhll(lll.l) embroidered in I he former 
lll(ht brown arm-or-...-nlre colour were pennillcd to 
ron I ln w,• to U~l' lht•m c.~vcu I hough the lll'W colour of 

~oldrn-bt own wa~ be in~ "'rd. 
11 ln llw ca"r or Hrj(lonn l Air Command, where t he 
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comm anding officer was a member of the anll-al rcrafl 
a r ti llery (un less he was of gen eral's rank. sec ser ial No. l ) 
both he and the members of h is perman ent staff wore 
b right red Waffen farbe. (Ref: Luflwaffen 
Verordnungsblall Nr. 15 dated 15 Apr il 1936 pp . 179-80 
Order Nr. 460 Issued 7 Apr il 1936.) 
<.: For Com manders of general's rank sec serial No. I. 
" Per sonnel of th e Regimen t 'General Goring· wore while 
collar patch es. w h ile bein g their speci al distinguishing 
colou r: 
(a) O fficers oft he Regiment wor e while collar pa tches wilh 
mat t-alumin ium embroidery an d twisted 
alumin iu m-coloured pip ing. 
(b) NCOs and oth er ranks wore while collar patches edged 
wi th a narrow border of red cloth. sometim es fea tured as 
r ed clo th pip ing. However. by an or der published In 
Luftwaffcn-Veror dnungsblal l Nr. 14 dated 6 Apr il 1936 
p . 178. Order Nr. 453 issu ed 3 April 1936 the colou rs 
appointed for th e Regiment 'Gener al Gor in g· were as 
follows: 
Colla r pa tch es showed while as the Waffenfar be appointed 
for t his Regiment. 
(A) Officer s wore while patches wilh mat t-aluminium 
embroidery and twisted aluminium cord used as pip ing 
ar ound th e collar patches. 
(B) NCOs an d o th er ranks. other than th ose of the anti
aircraft ba llalion wor e w h ile collar patch es edged wilh 
rifle-gr een p iping (r eferred to In Ger man as 
Jager -gn in cm). 
(C) NCOs and oth er ranks of the an ti-aircraft battal ion 
wor e while collar patches wilh br ight red piping ar ound 
the ed ges. 

T his colou red p iping. both gr een an d red. was very often 
produced from cloth and act ually for med par i o f the while 
cloth patch . Other exam ples exist where the coloured 
edging consi sted of tubular piping. For other special 
insign ia see Cuff-lilies. 
F. The permanen t personnel of th e Berlin Guard Unil of 
the Lu ftwaffe (originally a g uard t roop. later a gu ar d 
battalion ) used gold-yellow as th eir arm -of-service colour 
wilh the In itials 'LW" on thei r shoulder -straps. T hese 
instructions appeared in Luftwaffcn-Verordnung:sblatt 
Nr. 43 dated 11 November 1935. p. 397. Order Nr. 833 
Issued 31 October 1935. 

Luftwaffe NCOs and ot her r an ks posted lo th e guar d 
battalion were further d istinguished by wearing on their 
sh oulder-straps a 0.5cm -lhick twisted wool st rand i n th e 
colour of the wear er's Waffcnfarb e. This strand was 
posit ioned across i h e width of each shoulder -strap at a 
distance of 0.3cm u p from the base. 

This Insignia was worn on all T u n ics. th e Flying Blouse. 
the Greatcoat and the speci al lined Greatcoat. The twisted 
wool st rand s were only worn by l,uftwaffc per sonnel 
assign ee! to th e guar d unit. T h e insignia had to be taken 
down when a soldier returned to h is original unit. See 
Luftwaffen-Verord nu ngsblall Nr. 9 dated 2 March 1936. 
p. 97. Order Nr. 245 issed 19 February 1936 and 
Lu flwaffen-Verordnungsblall Nr. 16 d ated 19 Ap ril 1937. 
p. 209. Or der Nr . 485 Issued 9 April 1937. 

Mem bers of the 4 th Company of th e Wach lbalaillon der 
Luftwaffe Berlin (staff personnel and pupils u ndergoing 
artificers' courses of Instruction ) used brigh t red as their 
Waffenfar be wil houl the use of th e "LW" shou lder-s trap 
Insign ia or the 0.5cm -lhick twisted wool strand 
(Luftwaffen -Vcrordnu ngsb lall Nr. I dated 3 J anuary 1938 
p. 4 . O rder Nr. 12. issued 30 Decemb er 1937). 
F Officer cadets (F'ah nriche (San .)) of the medi cal service 
directly recru ited Into the L uftwaffe wore gold-yellow as 
their arm-of-service colour an d neither Fahnenj unker nor 
Fahnrich (San.) wore th e Aesculapiu s shoulder -strap 
Insignia. (Luflwaffen-Verordnungsblall Nr . 13 da ted 30 
March 1936. p. 151. Order Nr . 394 Issued 23 Mar ch 
1936.) 
G Colours shown wer e only worn by NCOs and other 
ranks. Officers wore the arm·of·service colour of their 

ll8 

orl~lnal service when on the siaff oft he schools. but 
without their regi mental number. Reference to th is can be 
found in L u flwaffen -Verordnungsb lall Nr. 32 dated 26 
July 1937. pp. 425- 6. OrderNr. 9 45 issued 13 July 1937. 
11 The shoulder-strap insignia for personnel of the 
O rdnan ce Schools of the Luftwaffe - ·ws·- and the 
personnel o f d riving sch ools - ' KRS' - were in I roduced by 
Luflwaffcn -Verordnungsblall Nr. 22 dated 2 June 1936. 
p. 255. Order Nr . 656. Issued 25 May 1936. Il ls of interest 
to note thai the arm·of-scrvicc colour originally allocated 
for personnel of the Ordnance Schools was bright red but 
this colour was changed a few m onths later for economic 
reasons to gold-yellow (see L ufl waffen-Ver ordnungsb lall 
Nr. 36 dated 7 Sep tember 1936. pp. 457-9. Order Nr. 
1130 issued I Septem ber 1936) with instructions that th e 
new colour h ad to be b rought Into use by 1 October 1936 
(see also foot note 1). Students u h dergoing cour ses of 
i nst ruct ion as art ificers were at th e d i sposal of th e RLM 
an d wore the uniform of the Art ificers· Sch ool with gold 
yellow Waffcn far bc (sec Luflwaffcn -Verordnungsblall Nr . 
2 1. Part C. dated 8 May 1939. p. 140. Order Nr . 424 issued 
27 April 1939). 
1 Th e Flight Stan dby sect ion oft h e RLM (gold-yellow). th e 
Sign al s Intelligence Detachment of the HLM and A i r 
Sign als T roops !golden -brown). ord nance officers and 
art ificers (brig h t red) and the Ord nance Schools of the 
Luftwaffe (for merly bright red bu t ch an ged lo gold-yellow ) 
were first shown i n a lis I ofWaffen farbc pu blished in 
Luftwa ffen -Verordnungsb lall Nr. 36 dated 7 Sep tember 
1936. p p. 457- 9. Order Nr. 1130. issued I September 
1936. with instructions that these were to be int roduced 
by I October 1936. 
J Bot h the Main Photogr aphic L ibr ary Departmen t and 
the Main Moving Film Libr ary Department of the RLM 
were brought in to service early In 1937 as announced in 
Luflwaffen-Veror dnungsb latt Nr. 4 dated I February 
1937. p. 39. Ord er Nr. 115. Issued 23 J anuary 1937. 
K These ent ries were fi rst announced In 
Luftwaffcn-Veror dnungsblat l Nr. 18. dated 3 May 1937. p. 
226. Ord er Nr . 543 issued 27 Apr il 1937. 
L T he insignia and arm -of-service colour worn by 
personnel on the permanent staff of the Higher Air F'orce 
Sch ool (sertal23f.) wer e first announced in Luftwaffen
Ver ordnungsblall Nr. 52 dated 13 Decemb er 1937. p. 665. 
Order Nr. 1604. issued 6 December 1937. 
" These l wo garrison s were added to th e list on 
inst ruct ions p ubl i shed In Luftwaffcn-Vcr or dnungsblatl 
Nr. 6 dated 7 Feb r uary 1938. p . 39. Order Nr. 96. issued 3 
Febr uary 1938. 
N T h e colour orange worn by officer s at disposilion 
(Offlzicrc a. D.dcr Luftwaffe) was changed In 1939 wh en 
instructions were issued whereby these officers were 
requi red to wear the arm·of-scrvicc colour as used by 
active officers. Officer s at disposit ion w ho had no previous 
arm-of-service colour wer e inst ructed to wear gold-yellow. 
These instruction s appear ed in Luftwaffen
Veror dnungsblall Nr. 30 dated 3 July 1939. p. 217. Order 
Nr. 599. Issued 23 J une 1939. 
0 Th e first pall ern RLM s houlder-s t rap cipher was 
introduced In Novem ber 1936 (see Luftwaffen
Verordnungsblall Nr. 49 dated 30 November 1936. p. 634. 
Or der Nr. 1587 Issued 24 November 1936). lis 
i n t roduction was probably intended to coincide with the 
fi r st of the p re-war r corganizalions oft he Air Minist ry that 
took place on I J une 1937. T his pattern of Insignia 
continued in usc u n til befor e th e outbreak of the war 
wh en. on 1 February 1939. t he Air Ministry u n derwen t its 
th ird an d final pre-war r eo rganization. ll was at about th is 
t im e l hal l h e secon d-pattern Insig n i a was introduced 
which replaced th e original c ipher. For I llustration s of 
both patterns of RI, M shoulder-strap insignia see page 
133 (Figs. 374 and 375). 



ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE] 

September 1936 
In September 1936 a further list ofWaffenfarbe was published:1 which, wh ile largely covering 
the same ground as before. included a number of entries that differed from the 1935 list and 
a re worth noting here. 
Serial Arm-of-Service. etc. Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 

No. Colour Colour and remarks 
2. 

3. 

9. 

Under the heading 'Air Min
istry supernumerary per
sonnel attached to the fol
lowing services· the following 
was included: 

(b) Commands of Flight 
Testing Stations 

(c) Flight Testing Stations 
Regional Air Commands and 

District Air Commands were 
added with the same foot-
note that applied to th e pre-
vious list under serial 3. 

The Berlin Guard Unit was 
s hown in the 1936 list as a 
·wach ttruppe· whereas in the 
1935list this same u nit is 
given as a 'Wach tbataillon ·. 
T h is is accoun ted for by the 
knowledge that the l935lis t 
was up-dated to April 1938 
and that a guard ba tlal ion 
was senior to a guard troop. 
However. what is s ignificant 
is that the Wachttruppe 
entry is the first mention of 
the unit in any of these 
Waffenfarbe lists. (The 
change in title from Wacht-
truppe to Wachtbataillon 
was announced in Luft
waffen-Verordnungsblatt 
Nr. 49 dated 30 November 
1936 p. 634. order Nr. 1585 
issued 2 1 November 1936. l 

18. Under the listof'Replacemen t 
Depots of the Luftwaffe' th e 
entry for 18f is s hown as 
'Lufttanklager· which trans-

gold-yellow 

gold-yellow 
gold-yellow 

gold-yellow 

lates as 'air fuel storage gold-yellow 
depot'. This was replaced in 
the l935-8list by 'Admin-
is trative Camps·. 
An entry in the 1936list that 
does not appear in the 
1935-81ist is: 'Luftwaffen-
reserve·. Interestingly. per- light blue 
so nne! in this category were 
instructed to wear only light 
blue as their Waffenfarb e 
rather than two colours with 
light blue being their secon-
dary coloursA 

'LW' 

Ll9 
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S erial Arm-of-Service. etc. 
No. 
23. Two entries under the head-

ing for 'Schools (S ta ff Per-
sonnel)" a re of interest: 
Neither a ppears in the 
1935-8 lis t for reasons as ex
plained. 

Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap ins ignia 
Colour Colour and remarks 

Air Technical Academy gold-yellow TA' 
The entry for this academy is 

the last entry made in these 
Wa ffenfa rbe lists. The Air 
Technical Academy was 
opened on I November 1935. 
It was establis hed with the 
intention of tra ining ten 
officers a year in the intri-
cac ies of advanced a ircraft 
technology. However . this 
project, which involved the 
expendi lure of a cons ider-
able s um of money, was 
abandoned after only two 
years . 4 Hence it does not 
appear in the 1935 list re-
vised in 1938. 

Air Dis tric t School 
These schools firs t a ppeared 

in print in 1935- see foo t
note on page 114 . This was 
the firs t lis t in whic h they 
a ppeared. 

gold-yellow 

A This en try underwent a ch ange as prom ulgated In Luflwaffcn-Verordn u ngsblall Nr. 15 dated 15 April 1936. pp . 179 
a nd 180. Order Nr. 460 issued 7 April 1936 when . added lo Luftwaffe Reserve (Luftwaffcnrcservc). was the category of 
Ins pectors of I h e Air Force Hcscrvc a nd Command s of Air Region Hescrvcs a nd their staff llnspekteur der 
Luflwaffcnrcscrvc und Kommand curc dcr Luftgau rcserve sowle deren Sliibe). T heir arm-of-service colour also 
u n derwen t a change from light blue to gold-yellow. 

Supplementary List 
Despite the two previous lis ts for 27 November 1935 revised to l April l 938 tha t appeared in 
'Anzugordnung fUr die Luftwa ffe (L.A. O. )" and the lis t in the Luftwa ffen-Verordnungsblatt 
for 7 September 1936 (Order Nr. 1130 ). there were a number of in troductions which did not 
a ppear on any pre-wa r lis ts a s su ch . the ir only reference being in official orders. I have 
therefore compiled my own lis t of these individua l in troductions. They are in n o particular 
order a nd sh ould be cons idered as part of the whole subject of pre-wa r shoulde r-s trap 
ins ig nia and Waffenfarbe. 
S erial Arm-of-S ervice, e tc. 

No. 
I . 
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Air Minis try. Troops of the 
permanent staff of the RLM 
(o ther than generals. officers 
of the Luftwa ffe General 
S ta ff a nd medical officers ) 
serving with the: 

(a) Fligh t S tandby section of 
the RLM. 

(b ) Ma in Photog raphic Libra ry 
Depa rtment of the RLM. 

(c ) Main Moving Film Libra ry 
Depa rtment of the RLM. 

Arm-of-Service 
Colour 

gold-yellow 

Secondary S houlder-strap ins ignia 
Colour and remarks 

New des ign of cipher 
'RLM' (see page 133). 
Black Wa ffenfa rbe no 
longer u sed by the 
RLM. ins tead this 
colour a lloca ted for use 
by Luftwaffe building 
and cons truction 
units .5 



ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE] 

Serial Arm -of-Service. etc. Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
No. 
2. 

Colour Colour and remarks 
Luftwaffe building a nd con
struction units. 

b lack _s 

3. Fortress a nti-ai rcraft artillery 
units. 

bright red 

4. School for ammunition a nd gold-yellow 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

equipment artificers. 
Maritime instruction flying 

units. 
• 

Landwehr officers a nd officers • 
a t dis pos ition (z.D. ). 

Maritime Luftwaffe com -
mands. 

NCOs a nd other ranks of re- gold-yellow 
cruiting depots a nd records 
offices. 

NCOs and other ranks s tat
ioned in Bohemia and 
Movaria. 

Medical Corps ensigns (Fahn- gold-yellow 
ric h (San . )) ta ken direc tly 
into the Luftwaffe wi thou t 
previou s ly having belonged 
to a ny oth er arm-of-service. 

• Thought to be gold-yellow. 

Initia i 'F' worn above t he 
a rabic numeral of 
wearer's unit. 6 

Init ials 'FS'7 

Initials 'SL'8 

Lat in initiai'S'9 

Latin ini tiai'S' 10 

Roman nume rals of the 
Mili tary Distr ict 1 1 

Roman numerals of the 
Military Distric t 12 

l3 

Although the majority of cha nges in ins ign ia. arm-of-service colours and formations had 
taken p lace before t he outbreak of the Second World War. there were in fact a number of 
introductions a nd dele tions that occurred during the war years. New ins ignia was b rough t 
into use (see page 133 for the full ra nge of s houlder ins ignia both pre-war and wartime) and 
cer tain a ltera tions were made to units and colours u sed . All these are dealt with in Volume 
1940-5. 

Primary and Secondary Arm-of-Service Colours (Wqffenfarbe und Nebenjarbe) 
appointed to be used by Administrative P ersonnel (Luftwaffe Wehrmachtbeamte) 
The list in the 'Anzugordnung fi.ir die Luftwa ffe (L.A.O.)' for 27 November 1935 of primary 
a nd secondary a rm-of-service colours for officia ls of the Luftwaffe Weh rmachtbeamte was 
surpris ing ly limited for a p ublication that was correct as to 1 April 1938. I have therefore 
drawn upon other surviving lists that were p roduced prior to the Second World War in the 
hope of m a king this compila tion as complete as possible. 

Order Nr. 144 , 22 Aprill935 
The first reference made in official publications to the colours to be used by officials of the 
Administrative Service was contained in Luftwa ffen-Verorgnungsblatt. Nr. 11 dated 22 Ap ril 
1935. pp. 68-9. Order Nr . 144 issued 15 April 1935. Offic ials of t he Luftwaffe with 
officer ra nk were required to wear dark g reen as their a rm-of-service colour with bright 
red as their secondary colour. Three months later a footnote to a further list of Luftwaffe 
Waffenfa rbe 14 stated tha t if further dis tinctions from the existing d a rk green and bright red 
colours were to become n ecessary in order to differentiate between the various services of the 
adminis trative officials. they would be introduced a t a la ter , but uns pecified. date. This 
publication gave the following information. 
Serial Arm-of-Service, etc. Arm-of-Service 

No. Colour 
1. Administrative officia ls of the d ark green 

Luftwaffe 
2. Administra tive officia ls with light green 

the Air Tra ffic Control 
Service 

3. Air Force Ins pectors of Mus ic dark green 

Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
Colour and remarks 

bright red 

bright red 

bright red metal lyre worn on 
shoulder-straps. 
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Order Nr. 786, November 1935 
In November the same year further colours were promulgated I!> 

Seri a l Arm-of-Service. etc. A rm -of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap ins ignia 
No. Colour Colour and remarks 
I. Administra tive Officia ls of the 

Luftwa ffe 
(a) All offic ia ls. technical a nd da rk green 

non-technical attached to 
th e Air Minis t ry 

(b) Offic ia ls of services placed 
under the supervis ion of t he 
Air Minis t ry a nd posted to 
Luftwaffe uni ts: 

(I) Administra tion o ffi cia ls dark g reen 
(2 ) Technical officials s uch as dark g reen 

those dea ling with motor 
vehicles. s ig nals. munitions . 
a ircraft. weapons 

(3) Offic ia ls repon s ible for da rk green 
cons truction work 

black 

bright red 
light brown 

dark b lue 

(4) Meterorologis ts da rk green gold-yellow 
(c) Officia ls of Courts-Ma r tia l dark green wine red 
(d) Pharmacists da rk green apple green 

Air Force Inspec tors of 
Mus ic wore gilt metal 
ly re insignia on their 
shoulder-straps. 

NCO offic ials of the Luftwaffe did not wear seconda ry colours. 

Order Nr. 569. 10 May 1940 
The most comple te list of the prima ry a nd secondary colours used by the armed forces 
officia ls of the Luftwa ffe tha t I have been able to fi nd was published nine months a fter the 
outb reak of wa r. It is presented here. Li t tle seemed to have changed after the publication of 
this lis t. 16 but wa rtime cha nges a re dealt wi th in Volume 1940-5. 

Luftwaffe Officials: Primary and Secondary Colours: May 1940 
Serial A rm-of-Service. etc. Arm-of-Service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 

No. colour colour and remarks 
I . A. Offic ia ls with general's dark green whi te collar patches in dark 

2. 
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rank , but with the exception green 
of those higher officia ls in 
the Luftwaffe Judicial 
Service 

B. Officia ls with general's 
rank serving within the 
Luftwa ffe Judicia l Service: 

B I. Those serving on Na tional dark green 
Courts-Ma rtial 

B2 . Those Officials in other dark green 
positions 

Other rem a ining Armed 
Forces Offic ials: 

A. General Adminis tra tion 
Service 

Building Construction 
Service 

Fire Protection Service 
Agricultura l Service 
S urveying Service 
Machine and Electro-

Technical Service 

da rk green 

Bordeaux- collar patch es in Bor-
red deaux-red. 

wine red collar patches in wine 
red 

bright red collar patches in dark 
green 



ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE) 

Serial Arm-of -Serv ice. e tc. Arm -of-Serv ice 
colou r No. 

3. 

B. National Cour ts -Martial 

C. Judicia l Service (other 
than those li s ted under 
I Babovc) 

D. Photog raphic Service 
Mo to r Vehicle Tra ns port 

Service 
Ordna nce (Weapons ) 

Service 
Mu n itions Service 
Aircraft Technicia n Service 
Artisan s Service 
Car tographic Service 
Lithog raphic Service 

da rk g reen 

da rk g reen 

dark green 

E . S ignals a nd Communi- da rk g reen 
ca tions Service 

F. Professional a nd S pecialis t da rk green 
School Instructors 
Service 

Libra ria n Service 
Medical Service 
Veterinary Service 
Pha rmacists a nd Chemists 
Officials of the War Science 

Section of the Lu rtwaffe. 
Psychologis ts. a nd In
str uctors to the Pcople·s 
School of Higher Military 
Affairs a t Potsda m 

G. Nationa l Meteorologist 
Service 

H. Nationai Air T raffic 
Ins pection Service 

I. Nationa l Flight Safely 
Service 

Officials of the Fire Protection 
Service at the lowest qualifi-
cation level 

d ark g reen 

da rk green 

dark green 

da rk green 

Secondary S h oulde r-s trap ins ig nia 
colo ur a nd re marks 

Bordeaux- collar pa tches in Bord-
red eaux-red . 

wine red colla r pa tches in wine 
red 

pin k collar pa tches in da rk 
green. 

golden
b rown 

orange 

blue-grey 

collar pa tches in dark 
green 

colla r patches in da rk 
green 

colla r patches in da rk 
green 

light green colla r patches in dark 
green 

dark b rown colla r patches in da rk 

golden
b rown 

green 
colla r pa tches in da rk 

green 

The list concluded with the colours that were worn by personnel of the Luftwaffe Corps of 
Eng ineers. Corps of Naviga tional Experts. the Flying Leaders Corps a nd Retired Armed 
Forces Officia ls: 
Seria l Arm-of-Serv ice. e tc. 

No. 
Arm -oj-Seruice 

colour 
Seconda ry Collar p a tch colour a nd 

colour remarks 
4. 

5. 

Personnel of the Corps of 
Eng ineers 

Members of the: 

pink 

(a ) Corps of Navigational 
Experts 

d ark green lemon 
yellow" 

gold
yellow13 

colla r patch in dark 
g reen 

(b) Flying Lead ers Corps da rk green colla r patch in dark 
green 

A Officers of the Corps of Navigational Experts were 
originally dis t inguish ed by weari ng I h e colours of d ar k 
green (arm·of-scrvice colour) and gold·ycllow (secondary 
colour) with dark green cqllar patches. A colour change 
took place somet ime in late 1939 or early 1940 when I he 
seconda ry to lour was changed to lemon yellow- as s hown 

abovr . H owever. on 8 October 1941 these colours were 
abolish ed an d in their place all personnel wore pink <-'Ollar 
patches IOJ;!;c thcr with shoulder-straps th at had pin k 
undl'rlay with a secondary colqur or l ight b lue (sec also 
pagt· 951 
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Serial Arm-of-S ervice. e tc. 
No. 

Arm -of-Service 
Colou r 

Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
Colour a nd remarks 

6. Retired Officials (Wehrmacht- dark green light blue colla r pa tches in da rk 
green° beamte des Beurlaubten 

s ta ndes) of all branchesc 
0 As wllh the tns tgnta for !h e Corps of Navigationa l 
Experts . the insign ia worn by personnel o ft he Flying 
Leaders Corps underwent a colour change on 8 October 

c During wart ime retired officials wore lhc same colour 
combi na lion as active officials of their bran ch o r 
s pccia illy. 

I 94 I. In place of !h ei r gold-yellow on dark green s h ou lder
s traps a nd dark green colla r patches th ey were required lo 
wea r gold -yellow on pink s houlder-straps wi t h pink collar 
patches (sec also page95). 

"Rctlrcdjud icial offi cials wore collar patches of wine red . 

Luftwaffe Officials: Insignia of Rank and Appointment, Arm-of-Service Colours, Careers 
and Specialist Occupations , 19401 7 

Insignia Seconda ry 
of rank as a nd p rimary 
illustrated Colour of colours used 
on page colla r on shoulder-
97-8. A p atches straps 8 

282 a nd da rk green white on 
283 da rk g reen 
282 a nd Bordeaux red Bordeaux red 
283 on da rk 

green 

284and 
285 

da rk green white on dark 
green 

Career S pecialist Fu nction 
Minis teria ldirektor . c 

(A) Armed Forces Of- Senatsprasiden t beim 
fic ial of the Nation al Reichskriegsgericht. 
Courts Ma rtial Service Oberreichskriegs

anwa lt.0 

Minis teria ldrigen t. c 
Generalintenda n t, Prasi
dent des Reichsamts fUr 
Wetterdienst. Prasident 
der deutschen Seewa rte. 

284 and 
285 

Bordeaux red Bordeaux red Career as (A) 
on da rk 

Reichs kriegsgerichtsra t. 0 

Reich skriegsanwalt. 

284 a nd 
285 

286 a nd 
28 7 

286 a nd 
287 
286and 
287 
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wine red 
green 

wine red on 
dark green 

(B) Judicial Minis teria ldirigent. E 

Service Officia l of the 
Luftwa ffe 

Bordeaux red Bordea ux red Career as (A) 
on da rk 

wine red 

dark green 

green 
wine red on 

dark green 
brigh t red on 

dark green 

Career as (B) 

(C) GeneralAdmin
istration Service 
Building Construc
tion Service 
Fire Protection 
Service 
Agricultural Service 
Surveying Service 
Machine and 
Electro-Technical 
Service 
Handworkers Ser
vice In Clothing 
Offices 

Obers tkri egsgerich ts ra t 
beim RKG. 

Obers tkriegsgerich tsra t 
der Luftwa ffe 

Minis terialra t . 
Obers tintendant. 
Baudirektor der Luft
wa ffe. 



ARM-OF-SERVICE COLOUR (WAFFENFARBE] 

I nsign ia Seconda ry 
ojrank as and primary 
il l ustrated Colour of colours used 
on page colla r on shou l der-
97-8. 1\ patches straps" Career Specia list Function 

286 a nd dark green da rk brown on (E) Na tional Flight Minis terialrat. 
287 da rk green Safety Service 
286and da rk green golden -brown (F) Weather Service Milis terialral-
287 on da rk Direktorim 

g reen Reichswelterdiens t . 
Direktor b . d . Seewa rte. 
Direktor b.Re ich samt 
fUr Wetterdiens t. 

286 a nd da rk green orange on !GJ T echnical Minis tcrialra t. 
287 da rk green Schools 

Librarians 
Medical Service 
Pharmacis ts 
Chemis ts 
Officials of the War 
Science Depart-
mentofthe 
Luftwaffe 

288and Bordeaux red Bordeaux red Career as (A) Oberkriegsgerichts rat 
289 on da rk beimRKG 

g reen 
288 a nd da rk green Bordeaux red Career as (A) Burodirektor beim RKG 
289 on da rk 

g reen 
288and wine red wine red on Career as (B) Oberkriegsgerichts ra t 
289 da rk green 
288 a nd da rk green brig h t red on Career as (C ) Amstrat a uf Grund bes. 
289 da rk green Verle ihung. Ministeria l-

burodirektor, Ober-
regierungsrat, Ober-
regierungsbaura t. 

288 a nd da rk green golden-brown (0) Signals and Ams trat auf Grund bes. 
289 on da rk Communications Verleihung. 

g reen Service 
288 a nd da rk green da rk brown o n Career as (E) Ams tra t auf Grund bes. 
289 dark green Verleihung. Oberreg.-

Ba urat. 
288 a n d dark green blue-grey on Career as (F) Am tsra t auf Grund bes. 
289 da rk green Verleihung. Oberregier-

ungsra t 
288and da rk green pink on da rk (H) Photographic Amtsrat auf Grund bes. 
289 green Service Motor Vehicle Verleihung. 

Transport Service 
Ordnance (Weapons) 
Service Munitions 
Service Aircraft 
Technician Service 
Art isans Service 
Cartographic Service 
Lithographic Service 

288and dark green orange on Carecr a s(G ) Oberregierungsrat, 
289 da rk green Oberfachschulrat. 

Fachs tudiendir.. Amts-
ra t a uf Grund bes. Verlei-
hung Oberfeldapotheker. 
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Ins ignia Secondary 
of rank as and primary 
illustrated Colour of colours used 
on page collar on should er-
97~.A patches slraps13 Career Specialist Function 

Oberregierungs-
medizinalrat. Ober-
regierungschemierat. 

290 a nd dark green Bordeaux red Career as (A) Amtman n und Amtsrat 
29 1 on da rk beim RKG 

green 
290 a nd wine red wine red on Career as (B) Kriegsgerichtsrat der 
291 dark green Luftwaffe. 
290and dark green wine red on Career as (B) Amtmann undAmtsrat 
29 1 da rk green beim Luftwaffengerieht. 
290 a nd da rk g reen bright red on Career as (C) Amtmann. Oberamt-
29 1 da rk g reen mann . Amtsrat. Regier-

ungsrat. Regierungs-
baurat. 

290and dark green golden-brown Career as (D) teeh n.Amtmann. 
29 1 on da rk teehn.Oberamtmann. 

green Amtsrat. Oberamtmann . 
290and dark green dark brown Career as (E) techn.Amtmann. teehn. 
291 on dark g reen Oberamtmann. Ober-

amtmann. techn.Amts-
rat. Regierungsbaurat. 

290 and dark green blue-grey on Career as (F) teeh .Oberamtmann , 
29 1 dark green Regierungsra t. 
290and dark green pink on da rk Career as (H) techn.Amtmann, techn. 
291 green Oberamtma nn, Amtsrat. 
290and dark g reen orange on Careeras(G) Amtmann. Amtsrat. 
291 dark green Fachseh u lrektor. Regier-

ungsrat.Faehstudienrat. 
Fac hs tudiendirek tor. 
Oberstabsapotheker. 
Regierungsmedizinal-
rat. Regierungs-
chemie rat. 

290and dark green gold-yellow on (J) Flying Leader- S tabsflugfUhrer , 
291 dark green ship Corps · r StabsflugfUhrer l.Kl. 
292 and dark green Bordeaux red Career as (A) Reich skr iegsgerich ts-
293 on dark g reen oberinspektor. 
292 and wine red wine red on Career as (B) Kriegsrichter. 
293 dark green 
292 and dark green wine red on Career as (B) Re ich skriegsgeriehts-
293 dark green oberinspektor. 
292 a nd dark green bright red on Career as (C) Oberinspektoren der 
293 dark green nebengena nnten Beamt-

enlaufbahnen, Reg ier-
ungsassessor. Regier-
ungsbauassessor. 

292 a nd dark green golden-brown Career as (D) teehn.Oberinspektor. 
293 on dark green 
292 and dark green dark brown on Career as (E) teehn.Oberinspektor. 
293 dark green 
292 a nd dark green blue-grey on Career as (F) techn.Oberinspeektor. 
293 da rk green Wetterdienstassessor. 
292 and da rk green pink on Career as (H) teeh .Oberinspektor. 
293 dark green 
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Insignia Secondary 
ojrankas and primary 
illustrated Colour of colours used 
on page collar on shoulder-
97...:S.A patches strapsB Career Specialist Function 

292 and dark green ora nge on Careeras(G) Reg. = Oberinspektor. 
293 dark green Fachschulkonrektor, 

Gewerbeoberlehrer. 
Oberfachschullehrer. 
Fachstudienassessor . 
S tabsapotheker. 

292 a nd dark green gold-yellow Career as (J( HauptflugfUhrer. 
293 on da rk green 
294 a nd da rk green Bordeaux red Career as (A) Reichskriegsgerichtober-
295 on da rk green sekreUi.r . Reich skriegs-

gerich tsi nspektor. 
294 and dark green wine red on Career as (B) Kriegsgerichtsinspektor. 
295 da rk green 
294 a nd dark g reen bright red on Career as (C ) Ministerialregistrator. 
295 da rk green Regierungsinspektor. 

Regierungsbauinspek-
tor. Verwaltungsinspek-
tor. Hauptbrandmeister. 
Oberbrandmeister. 

294 a nd dark green golden-brown Career as (D) techn.lnspektor. 
295 on dark green 
294 and dark g reen dark brown on Career as (E) techn.Inspektor. 
295 dark green 
294 a nd da rk green blue-grey on Career as (F) techn. Inspektor Wetter-
295 dark green d ienst. Obersekretar. 
294 and dark green pink on dark Career as (H) tech. Inspektor. 
295 green 
294 and dark green orange on Career as (G) Regierungsinspek tor. 
295 dark green a. p.Oberfachsch u l-

Iehrer. Oberapotheker. 
294 and dark green golden-yellow Career as (J( Oberflugfi.ihrer. 
295 on dark green 
296 a nd dark green Bordeaux red Career as (A) Reichskriegsge rich t-
297 on dark green sekretar. 
296 and dark green wine red on Career as (B) a. P. Kriegsgerich t-
297 dark green inspektor. 
296 a nd da rk green brig ht red on Career as (C) tech .. nichttechnische, 
297 dark green Sekretare und Kanzlei-

Vorsteher in Besoldungs 
GruppeA 7, a .P.Beamte 
des gehoben en Dienstes 
(rechts nebensteh. 
Laufbahnen) Brand-
meister. 

296 and dark green golden-brown Career as (D) a. p. techn. Ins pektor. 
297 on dark green 
296 a nd dark green dark brown on Career as (E) a. p. techn. lns pektor. 
297 dark green 
296and dark green blue-grey on Career as (F) Wetterdienstsekreta r . 
297 dark green a.p. techn.Inspektor. 
296 and dark green pink on da rk Career as (H) Oberwerkmeister, 
297 green Oberprufmeister. 

Betriebsleiter, 
techn.Sekretare, 
a. p. techn. Inspektor. 
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Insignia 
ojrankas 
illustrated Colour of 
on page collar 
97...:&0 A patches 

296 and dark green 
297 
296 and dark green 
297 
296 and dark green 
297 
298, 299 dark green 
and300 

298, 299 dark green 
and 300 

298, 299 dark green 
and 300 

298, 299 dark green 
and 300 

298, 299 dark green 
and 300 

301 and dark green 
302 
30 1 and dark green 
302 

30 1 and dark green 
302 

30 1 and dark green 
302 

301 and dark green 
302 

304 and dark green 
305 
304 and dark green 
305 

304 and dark green 
305 
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Secondary 
and primary 
colours used 

on shoulder
straps13 

orange on 
dark green 

light green on 
dark green 

gold-yellow on 
dark green 

bright red on 
dark green 

dark brown on 
dark green 

blue-grey on 
dark green 

pink on dark 
dark green 

Career 
Career as (G) 

(K) Air Tra ffic 
Control Service 

Career as (J) • 

Career as (C) 

Career as (E) 

Career as (F) 

Career as (H) 

light green on Career as (K) 
dark green 

wine red on Careers as (8) 
dark green 
bright red on Career as (C) 

dark green 

dark brown on Career as (E) 
dark green 

blue-grey on Career as (F) 
dark green 

pink on dark Career as (H) 
dark green 

wine red on Career as (B) 
dark green 

bright red on Career as (C) 
dark green 

dark brown on Career as (E) 
dark green 

Specialist Function 
Feldapotheker. 

Meister in R.LOAODO 

Flugfuh rer 

techno ,nichttechnische 
Ass istenten, Maschinen
meister in Besoldungs 
Gruppe A 8, Amtsmeist
er. Unterbransmeister, 
Oberlotsenmeister, 
Ministerialinspektor, 
ao p oBeamte des m it
tleren Diensteso 

technoAssistent. 

Wetterdienstassistent. 

technoAssistent. 
Prufmeis ter, 
Werkmeister. 

Untermeister im Reichs
luftaufsichtsdiensto 

Justizoberwach tmeister 

Maschinenmeister in 
Besoldungs Gruppe A 9. 

Magazinmeister . Boten
meister. 

Betriebsassisten t nach 5 
jahriger Dienstzeit als 
solchero 

Betriebsassistent nach 5 
jahriger Oienstzeit als 
solchero 

Betriebsassistent nach 5 
jahriger Oienstzeit als 
solcher. 

Jus tizwach tmeis ter. · 

Ministerialamtsgehilfe·, 
Amtsobergehilfe •. 

Drucker·. Bauaufseh er· 0 

Laboranf, Lagermeist
er · , Betriebsassist-
enf, Materialienver
walter· , Magazinauf
seher · , Am tsgehilfe ·, 
Kastellan TechnoGehilfe 
Pfortner Kassengehilfe, 
Heizer+, Hauswar t+, 
Lagerwart+, Wachter+ 0 

Betriebsassis tent. 



UNIFORM BUTTONS 

Insignia Secondary 
of rank as and primary 
illustrated Colour of colours used 
on page collar on s hou lder-
97-8. 11 patches straps" 

304 a nd dark g reen blue-grey on 
Career 
Ca reer as (F) 

S pecialist Function 
Betriebsassistent. 

305 dark green 
304 a nd dark g reen pink on Ca reer as (H) Betriebsassistent. 
305 dark g reen 
• Officials with 5 years· service. 
+ Officials with I 0 years· service. 

• ~-or d escrlpllon o f des ign an d colouring of embroidery 
work of colla r patches and shoulder-straps sec page 9 6. 
1' The pr imary «.:olour was the service (·olou•· of da rk green 
nn d lh c sccon dc:n y colour was the branch colou r an d this 
varied. The p rima ry colour was used as the underlay on 
the shoulder-straps a nd th e secon dary colour was la id on 
top. extendin g s ligh ily from around th e edge of the 
shoulder-st rap braiding. 
' S tripes o n th e long cloth trousers a nd riding breeches as 
well as the facing on th e grea teoat lapels were while (see 
a lso pages 2 12 a nd 23 6). 

Uniform Buttons 

Shoulder-Strap and Unifonn Buttons 
Metal buttons used on Luftwa ffe uniforms . 
including shoulder-strap buttons. were fin· 
ish ed in three basic colours: Luftwa ffe blue
grey pa inted finish ; silver-aluminium; a nd 
gilt meta l finish , the latter for use by gen
erals as well as admin istrative officials with 
equivalent ranks. Blue-grey finis hed 
buttons were overpainted white for u se on 
the white side of camouflaged winter cloth
ing (see Volume 1940-5). Button s with a 
copper-brown painted finis h were produced 
for use on t ropical clothing (see Volume 
1940-5). Metal buttons . oth er than the gilt
finished ones. were manufactured in s ilver
aluminium metal. and for use on the Service 
and Field Uniforms were sprayed in bulk 
with a darkish blue-grey paint before leaving 
the factory. The dimpled finish given to the 
untreated metal buttons ensured that the 
sprayed-on pa int adhered to the surface 
longer than would have been the case with 
buttons of a smooth finish . 

S mall, dish-shaped horn and compos ition 
buttons. usually in dark grey but sometimes 
in dark brown. were used extensively in the 
manufacture of uniforms for the Luftwa ffe. 
These buttons were seldom visible on the 
outer surface of garments, but were used for 
pocket fas tenings. braces buttons. etc. 

Buttons of a permanent nature were sewn 
into position on garments. Items of clothing 
that required frequent washing usually had 
removable buttons. This type of button was 
held In position on the garment by the use of 
split rings. 

" S tripes on th e long cloth trousers a nd r iding breeches as 
well as th e facing on the greatcoat lapels were Bordeau x· 
red. 
t: S tr ipes on the long cloth t rousers and rldln~ brccch{'S as 
well as ih t· facin g on the greatcoat lapels were wine red . 
f For further deta ils on the Flugfuhrcrkorps (Fly ing 
Leader Corps) see page 95. 

Methods of Attaching Shoulder-Straps 
The purpose of a shoulder-strap attached to 
a military garment is to allow ha rness. s lings 
a nd other s uch items of equipment to be 
carried on the shoulder . the secured s trap 
preventing the harness or carrying s lings 
from s lipping off the shoulder. While the 
Luftwaffe. in keeping with the other a rmed 
services. used shoulder-straps for this prin
c ipal function, in the ma in they tended 
almost to be a form of decoration at the same 
time being one of the two most important 
mean s of displaying rank. 

There were three main methods of attach
ing shoulder-straps to a uniform garmen t. 
The most common method was the base of 
the strap being stitch ed into the a rm seam 
of the garment at the point of the s houlder 
(Fig. 35 1 ). Shoulder-straps that ha d a 
' tongue· on the unders ide of the strap were 
intended to be attached to the shoulder by 
h aving the longue pass through a small loop 
of uniform cloth set on to the shoulder next 
to the a rm seam. Held in pos ition at its base. 
both the tongue and strap were fastened by 
the button next to the colla r of the garment 
(Fig. 352). The third method, occasionally 
used by officers who required s houlder
s traps to be worn on leather coats or other 
heavy duty outer garments. cons is ted of the 
addition of a rigid bar attached to the base 
end of the straps. The rigid bars extended on 
each side of the s trap at its base end. These 
protrusions were intended to engage with 
two corresponding loops or holes built into 
the a rm seam of the shoulder (Fig. 353). 

The shoulder-straps of certain officers, 
usually those of senior rank. who wore 
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350 

straps that were abnormally thick. some
times h aving two layers of underlay cloth as 
well as the tubular braiding on the upper 
surface of the strap, were fitted with special 
buttons. in particular on their Service 
Uniform Tunic. Special Tunic and Evening 
Dress Uniform Jackets. This button was in 
·two parts. The female part consisted of a 
short, vertical hollow tube fixed at its base to 
the centre of a circular plate. The male 
section was made up of the button itself with 
a short stalk fitted to the underside of the 
domed head. The stalk had a thread, and the 
hollow tube had a corresponding, internal 
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thread. The female portion was sewn on to 
the shoulder of the garment and was a 
permanent fixture. The loop of the strap 
passed over and around the upright tube 
and the male button stalk was screwed into 
the female tube with the domed button-head 
securing the shoulder-strap in position (Fig. 
350). 

Shoulder-Strap Insignia 

Metal and Embroidered Insignia 
Insignia worn on shoulder-straps throu gh 
out the Luftwaffe was a means of identifying 
the wearer as belonging to a particular 
formation, school, training group or being 
on the staff of an academy or importa nt 
department. Almost universally ornate in 
design. some insignia was in the style of old 
gothic lettering, some took the form of 
copperplate lettering. while others. the bulk 
of the insignia. had an elaborate. noriated 
style peculiar to the Luftwaffe. Numerals 
used were in both roman and arabic form. A 
few items depicted objects. Luftwaffe 
shoulder-strap insignia was of two qualities, 
metal and embroidery. 

Metal insignia came in two metallic 
colours. Gilt metal for use by officers below 
the rank of Generalmajor (Fig. 354). white
aluminium for NCOs of the three ranks 
Stabsfeldwebel, etc., Oberfeldwebel, etc. , 
and Feldwebel, etc. (Fig. 355). Silver
aluminium of a quality superior to that 
used by NCOs was used by generals. A 
further variation used. to my knowledge, 
only by officials of the Luftwaffe J udicial 
Department. was the bronze-coloured 
judicial sword. 

Embroidered shoulder-strap insignia, 
when used. was only worn on the straps 
from the rank of Unterfeldwebel, etc.. to 
Flieger. etc. Two qualities of embroidery 
were used. The official machine chain
stitched style. known as 'Kurbelstickerei' 
(Fig. 356), and the quality of superior 
embroidery used on privately purchased 
straps where the insignia was worked into 
the cloth of the strap by a skilled needle
worker. The colour of the threads used for 
both types of embroidered insignia depended 
on the arm-of-service colour of the wearer. 
Chain-stitched or embroidered insignia in 
black threads were outlined in white threads 
in order to emphasize th e design. The same 
applied to dark blue insignia which was 
outlined in light blue threads. 

Where shoulder-strap insignia was worn it 
was worn on both straps, but not all Luft
waffe personnel wore insignia. 

Methods of attaching 
shoulder-straps to 
uniform tunics, coats, 
etc: 
350 The special screw-in 
shoulder-strap button for 
use with particularly thick 
shoulder-straps 
351 Base of shoulder-strap 
stitched into shoulder 
seam of garment 
352 Shoulder-strap 
attached to shoulder of 
garment by shoulde(·strap 
tongue 
353 Officers' shoulder
strap attached to heavy
duty top coats, such as the 
Leather Greatcoat for 
Officers, by shoulder-strap 
prongs 



354 

354 Gilt metal shoulder 
insignia as worn on the 
shoulder-strap for a 
leutnant 
355 White-metal shoulder 
insignia as worn on the 
shoulder-strap for a 
Feldwebel, etc. 
356 Chain-stitched 
shoulder insignia as worn 
on the shoulder-strap as 
worn by Luftwaffe ranks 
from Hauptgefreiter to 
Flieger, etc. 

Right: An Oberarzt using 
a microscope in the study 
of tropical diseases. 
Mounted on his shoulder
strap is the Rod and 
Serpent insignia in gilt 
metal. 

355 356 

Metal Shoulder-Strap Insignia 
The bulk of the shoulder-strap insignia used 
in the Luftwaffe was introduced before the 
outbreak of the Second World War. A few 
items were brought into use during the war. 
Illustrated here is as complete a list of all the 
known insignia as is possible to discover. 
The evidence for the existence of these items 
has been gleaned from official publications 
(Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt and Anzu-

SHOULDER-STRAP INSIGNIA 

gordnung fUr die Luftwaffe. etc.), metal 
insignia manufacturers' catalogues (Ass
mann & Sohne among others), items in 
various collections both public and private 
and, to a limited degree, from photographs. 
See the following Fig. Nos. 
357 'A' Gothic 'A' worn by personnel of the 
Luftwaffe Medical Academy. Introduced by 
an order dated 15 September 1941 (for 
further details see Volume 1940-5). 
358 'AL' Entwined letters 'AL' worn by 
personnel of the Reconnaissance Instruc
tion Group Ji.iterbog (Aufklarungs
lehrgruppe Ji.iterbog). 
359 'F' Ornate letter 'F' worn by Fortress 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Festungs-Fiakartil
lerle) personnel and usually over a small-size 
arabic-style number or numerals represen
ting the wearer's battalion number. 18 

360 'FAS' Entwined and ornate copperplate
type letters 'FAS'. Worn by staff personnel of 
an anti-aircraft school (Fiakartlllerie
Schule). 
361 'FS' Ornate letters 'FS' worn by person
nel of a War Ordnance School (Feuerwerker
schule). 
362 'GFP' Roman-style letters 'GFP' worn by 
members of the Luftwaffe Secret Field Police 
(Geheime Feld-Polizei der Luftwaffe). This 
insignia was introduced during November 

131 



3. BADGES AND ACCOtrrREMENTS 

1943. (For further details see Volume 
1940-5). 
363 'HS' Ornate letters 'HS' worn by person
nel of an Advanced Luftwaffe School (Hohere 
Luftwaffenschule). 19 

364 'KA' Entwined letters 'KA' worn by per
sonnel on the staff of the Air War Academy 
(Luftkriegsakademle). 
365 'KRS' Entwined letters 'KRS' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Motor Trans
port School (Kraftfahrschule). 
366 'KS' Entwined letters 'KS' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Aerial Warfare 
School (Luftkrlegsschule). 
367 'L' Ornate letter 'L' worn by personnel ol 
Instructional Units of the Luftwaffe (Lehr
truppen der Luftwaffe). 
368 'LS' Entwined letters 'LS' worn by per
sonnel of the School for Air Traffic Control 
(Relchsschule fur Luftaufslcht). 
369 'LW' Entwined letters 'LW' worn by the 
Cadre personnel of the Guard Battalion of 
the Luftwaffe (Berlin Garrison) (Stamm
personal des Wachtbatalllons der Luftwaffe). 
370 'NS' Entwined letters 'NS' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Air Signals 
School (Luftnachrlchtenschule). 
371 'OL' Entwined letters 'OL' worn by 
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personnel of the Air Signals Intelligence 
Detachment of the High Command of the 
Luftwaffe (Luftnachrichtabtellung des Ober
befehlshaber der Luftwaffe). 
372 'PL' Entwined gothic letters 'PL'. This 
cipher has been included here as It Is 
featured In the Assmann & Sohne catalogue, 
Item number 26078. on an lllustrated page 
of Insignia devoted to the Wehrmacht
Luftwaffe. However. no other evidence has 
come to light that can establish exactly what 
Luftwaffe unit or formation used this ln
stgnta. Although It resembles the style of 
cipher used within the Army. In particular 
the entwined letters 'BL' for Artillery Obser
vation Training Regiments and the letters 
'PL' for anti-tank Instruction battalions. no 
such Insignia as Is Illustrated here was used 
In the Army and therefore It must be 
assumed that this Item was used by an as 
yet unidentified Luftwaffe formation. 
373 'RL' Entwined letters 'RL' worn by 
personnel of the Institute for Air Defence 
(Relchsanstalt fUr Luftschutz). 20 

374 'RLM' First-pattern Insignia consisting 
of the ornate, entwined letters 'RLM' worn by 
permanent staff of the Air Ministry (Relchs
luftfahrlmlnlstertum-Planstellen) and by 

left: Metal shoulder-str;r 
insignia worn by the feld. 
webel on the left of the 
photograph. 

Metal Shoulder-Strap 
Insignia: 
357 A; 
358 Al; 
359 F; 
360 FAS; 
361 FS; 
362 GFP; 
363 HS; 
364 KA; 
365 KRS; 
366 KS; 
367 L; 
368 LS; 
369 LW; 

383 Lyre; 

370 NS; 
371 OL; 
372 Pl; 
373 RL; 
374 RLM; 
375 RLM; 
376 S; 
377 Sl; 
378 SS; 
379TA; 
380 US; 
381 W; 
382 WS; 

384 Caduceus; 
385 Aesculapius; 
386 Sword; 
387 roman numeral; 
388 arabic numeral 



SHOULDER-STRAP INSIGNIA 

357 358 359 360 361 362 

363 364 365 366 367 

368 369 370 371 372 373 

374 375 376 377 378 

379 380 381 382 383 

T ' 384 385 386 387 388 
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personnel of the following branch offices of 
the RLM that were directly subordinate to 
the Air Ministry: 
Flight Stand-by section of the RLM (Fiug
bcrcitschaft des RLMI: Main Photographic 
Department of the RLM (Hauptblldstelle des 
RLM): Main Moving Film Department of the 
RLM (Hauptftlmstclle des RLM): Signals 
Detachment of the RLM (Nachrtchtenab
tellung des RLM).A 
375 'RLM' Second-pattern tnstgnta consis
ting of gothic letters 'RLM'introduced on 25 
September 1939 to supersede the first 
pattern by I April 1940. Worn by all per
sonnel of the Air Ministry (as listed above) 
but other than generals. general staff 
officers and medical officers. (Sec Luft
waffen-Verordnungsblatl Nr. 43 Part C. 
dated 25 September 1939. p. 338, Order Nr. 
846 issued 10 September I 939. l 
376 ·s· Single. latin-style ·s·. worn by Luft
waffe reserve officers recalled to duty (z.D.). 
and Luftwaffe Landwehr officers within the 
Maritime Air Force Commands (Luftwaffe
kommandos (See)). 21 

377 'SL' Ornate letters 'SL' worn by per-

A On a dat~ as yet une~tabll~hcd. personnel or the St~nals 
IX'tachment or the RLM beeame the Air Si~nals 
IX'taehmenl or the Ob d L and In place or their Original 
RLM' cipher they wore the 'OL'insi~nia (..ee f'lg. 3711 
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sonncl from the Maritime Instruction 
Squadron (Lehrstaffcl See).22 

378 ·ss· Ornate letters ·ss· worn by per
sonnel on the staff of the Luftwaffe Sports 
School (Luftwaffen-Sportschule). 
379 'T A' Conjoined letters 'TA ·worn by staff 
personnel of the Luftwaffe Technical 
Academy (Technische Akademie der Luft
waffe). 
380 ·us· Ornate. noriate-style letters ·us· 
worn by staff of the NCO schools !Un ter
offtzierschulcr der Luftwaffe). Introduced in 
1941. From June to November 1941 officers. 
NCOs and other ranks posted to NCO pre
paratory schools wore the uniform of their 
original unit. but wore the inittaJ letters 
·uvs· o n their shoulder-straps. After 
November 1941 these letters were replaced 
by the letters ·us·. (For further details see 
Volume 194~5. I 
381 ·w· Ornate-style letter w· worn by 
ordnance officers (Offlziere-(W)). but not by 
NCOs and other ranks. 
382 ·ws· Conjoined and ornate letters 'WS' 
worn by personnel of the Ordnance Arm
ourcr School (Waffenmeisterschule). 
383 Lyre. Worn by musicians holding 
officers· rank. Also by NCO musicians with 
the appointment ofMustkleiter. see page 
105. 

Left: A Gefreiter (with 
raised fork) is shown 
wearing chain-stitched 
shoulder-strap insignia 
displaying the letters 'FS' 
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Rank Braiding for 
certain grades of NCOs 
as worn on the Collar of 
the Uniform Tunic, 
Service Tunic and Flight 
Blouse and their 
Greatcoat Collar 
Patches: 
389 NCO Rank Braiding 
worn around the collar of 
the Uniform Tunic, the 
Service Tunic and the 
Flight Blouse 
390 Collar patches for 
certain grades of NCOs 
(se€ text} worn on the 
Greatcoat 

390 

384 Caduceus. Worn by Luftwaffe officers of 
the Forces S pecial Service (Offiziere im 
Truppensonderd ienst -TSD). This insignia 
was introduced in 1944. (For further details 
see Volume 1940- 5.) 
385 The rod of Aesculapius (Askulapstab). 
Worn by Lu ftwaffe med ical personnel. The 
white-alumin iu m metal Asku lapstab 
shoulder-strap ins ign ia was introduced for 
those medical person nel who wore the 
uniform of a n Ober feldwebel and were des
cribed as 'lower grade d octors·. This insig
nia. worn on th e shoulder-straps between 
the wearer 's two ra n k stars. replaced the 
ma tt-grey cotton-embro idered Askulapstab 
cloth ba dge worn on the left forearm. 23 

Luftwa ffe medical officers of the Landwehr 
were instructed in July 1936 to wear on 
their s houlder-straps in place of the roman 
numerals worn by officers of the Landwehr 
an Askula pstab of s ilver-oxidized light 
metal. 3.2cm in size. Th e same instructions 
also included the shoulder-strap insignia to 
be worn by medical officers of the Luftwaffe 
Reserve. T hey were required to wear a gold
coloured ligh t metal Askulapstab, also 
3.2cm in s ize. These instructions were pub
lis hed in Luftwaffen -Verordnungsblatt Nr. 
28 dated 13 July 1936, pp. 340-l , Order Nr. 
864 issu ed 6 J uly 1936. 
386 Judicial Sword . A s h ort-bladed, bronze
coloured sword worn by judiciary officials. 
387 Roma n n umerals. Both large (as shown) 
and s mall-s ize n u merals were worn by a 
variety of troops, the large-size insignia 
usually being worn by itself. the small size in 
conjunction with a nother emblem or cipher. 
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388 Arabic numerals. The use of this type of 
insignia was the same as that applied to 
roman numerals. 

All metal shoulder-strap insignia was 
manufactured with two or more. but usually 
two. short prongs affixed to the underside. 
These were pushed through the braided 
cording and cloth underlay of the officers' 
straps or the cloth of other ranks' straps, 
and bent flat. This held the insignia firmly 
in place on the strap . 

Slip-On Shoulder-Strap Titles 
In a limited way the Luftwaffe adopted the 
practice that was widespread throughout 
the Army of using slip-on titles on the 
shoulder-straps of NCOs and other ranks. 
These titles were made as a simple loop of 
blue-grey uniform cloth approximately 3cm 
deep and wide enough to fit on to the normal 
Luftwaffe shoulder-strap. As these items 
were not as extensively used as in the Army. 
the inscription. chain-stitched or hand
embroidered. tended to consist of numerals 
(in red thread for Luftwaffe anti-aircraft 
units) . Other regimental numbers were in 
coloured threads according to the wearer's 
arm-of-service. 

Rank Braiding 

Use on Collars and Cuffs 
The two main methods of indicating rank 
within the Luftwaffe, namely collar patches 
and shoulder-straps, were supplemented in 
the case of certain grades of non-commis
sioned officers by the wearing of ra n k 
braiding around the lower edge of the colla r 
of certain of their tunics. This distinction 
applied to those NCOs who carried flat. 
aluminium rank braiding on their shoulder
straps: Unteroffizier, Unterfeldwebel, Feld
webel. Oberfeldwebel and Stabsfeldwebel, 
together with similarly ranked NCOs bear
ing different rank titles (see rank list on page 
80). This distinction did not apply to a n 
Oberfahnrich or an Unterarzt. In place of th e 
flat rank braiding they wore twisted a lumin
ium cording along the very edge of the tunic 
collar in the same manner as an officer. For 
further details see page 108. 

The 1 em-wide flat. patterned aluminium 
rank braiding was only worn around the 
collar of the Uniform Tunic. the Service 
Tunic and the Flight Blouse (Fig. 389). It 
was not worn on the Greatcoat. Collar 
patches worn on the Greatcoat by NCOs of 
the above ranks had the addition of 0.5cm
wide flat aluminium braiding stitched along 
two sides of the collar patches in the manner 
shown above. 
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left: Two Unteroffiz1em 
canying out f~eld tele· 
phone cable-lay1ng. Both 
wear the distinctive collar 
braid, wh1ch in combina· 
bon w1th their collar patch 
mSignaa. indicates their 
precise rank. Both wear 
the M1935-panem steel 
helmet With insignia, and 
the kneeling NCO IS also 
wearing the trade badge. 
left forearm, 1ndicabng a 
qualified telepnnter 
operator 



Btlow: Two Italian 
youngsters take an interest 
U1 the sleeve rings worn on 
the cuffs of the Flieger
bluse by thes Oberfeld· 
webel 

Special Badges of Appointment for 
Oberfeldwebel/Oberwacbtmeister 'in 
Troop Service' and Hauptfeldwebell 
Hauptwachtmeister 
Within weeks of the establishment of the 
new Luftwaffe Instructions were lssued24 

whereby those personnel who carried the 
rank of Oberfeldwebel (Oberwachtmelster) 
(at that time the most senior NCO rank In 
the Luftwaffe). and were In troop service and 
on the war establishment of a unit. were 

RANK BRAIDING 

ordered to wear the following distinguishing 
'badges·: 
1. On the Service Tunic (and subseqently on 
the Uniform Tunic when that garment was 
brought Into service) two stripes (or sleeve 
rings) of flat-aluminium NCO braiding worn 
around the cuffs of the sleeves at a distance 
of 0.5cm from each other and 0.5cm from 
the upper edge of the turn-back cuffs. 
2. On the Flight Blouse around the forearms. 
at a distance of 0.5cm from each other. two 
stripes of flat-aluminium NCO braiding. the 
lower stripe positioned lOcm from the 
bottom of the sleeve. 
3. On the forearms of the twlll blouse of the 
fatigue uniform. three stripes of flat grey 
cotton braiding each 1 em wide and each 
separated by a gap 0.5cm wide and with the 
lower stripe positioned IOcm from the 
bottom edge of the sleeves.A 

The purpose of these 'badges· or sleeve 
rings was to Indicate clearly the appoint
ment held by an Oberfeldwebel or an Ober
wachtmelster who was In troop service and 
serving on the war establishment of a 
Luftwaffe unit. Those senior NCOs thus 
appointed were only permitted to wear this 
Insignia for the period of service for which 
they were appointed to carry out their 
dulles. Wearing the sleeve rings was not an 
automatic right when a person attained the 
rank of Oberfeldwebel or Oberwachtmelster. 
Only those senior NCOs who were cons id
ered suitable for the task were appointed to 
the position by the headquarters of the unit 
to which the NCO belonged. Authorization 
for an NCO of a lower rank to take up the 
dulles of an OberfeldwebeVOberwacht
melster In troop service within the war 
establishment of a unit was required to be 
given by his headquarters who then 
promoted the man to the rank of Oberfeld
webeVOberwachtmelster. Within the same 
day on which this transfer of authority was 
promulgated. the former Oberfeldwebel or 
Oberwachtmeister on the war establishment 
was required to remove his sleeve rings. 

When the ranks of HauptfeldwebeV 
Hauptwachtmelster were Introduced. and 

A These Instructions regarding the triple braiding on the 
fatigue uniform were part of a much longer Instruction 
published In the Lurtwa!Ten.Verordnungsblau Nr. 18 
dated II June 1935. p. 116. Order Nr. 256 Issued 27 May 
1935 dealing wllh the subject of Service Rank Insignia for 
Luftwaffe Personnel as wom on the Denim Blouse. 
Overalls of Black Denim. both lined and unlined and the 
protective coat of blue-grey rubberized material for motor 
cycllsls. These Instructions are shown In Volume 1940-5 
under their appropriate heading wtlh details regarding 
the lnsl~tnla for the Motor-Cycle Coat to be found In this 
volume. page 242. 
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Luftwaffe Rank 
Chevrons, 1938-44: 
391 Triple chevron badge 
for Hauptgefreiter and 
Sanitatshauptgefreiter. 
Note that this quality of 
badge as illustrated here 
has all three chevrons 
manufactured as a single 
item, the division between 
each chevron being 
emphasized by the use of 
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blue-grey silk being woven 
into the design of the flat 
aluminium braid 
392 Double chevrons for 
Obergefreiter and 
Sanitatsobergefreiter 
393 Single chevron of flat, 
1cm-wide, aluminium braid 
backed with blue-grey 
cloth and worn by the rank 
of Gefreiter and 
Sanitatsgefreiter 

which were senior to those of Oberfeldwebel 
and Oberwachtmeister. the wearing of the 
double sleeve rings was extended to them. 
However. almost four years after the first 
Instructions were issued. additional In
structions were issued regarding the badges 
of appointment for the rank of Hauptfeld
webeVHauptwachtmeister. 25 Senior NCOs 
with the rank of Hauptfeldwebel or Haupt
wachtmelster and acting Hauptfeldwebel 
(Hauptfeldwebeldiensttuer) or acting Haupt
wachtmeister (Hauptwachtmeisterdienst-

Above: Goring, in his 
capacity as Reichsmars
chall of the Greater 
German Reich, inspecting 
troops on an airfield some
where in Germany during 
the early phase of the 
Battle of Britain. He is seen 
here accompanied by his 
personal standard-bearer 
carrying the first-pattern of 
Reichsmarschall standard. 



The airman third 
from right is wearing the 
triple chevron badge for a 
Hauptgefreiter. 

tuer) were to wear. as a distinction from the 
ranks of Oberfeldwebel and Oberwacht
meister. the double stripes of NCO patterned 
braiding on the cuffs of their cloth greatcoat 
in addition to the wearing of these stripes on 
their tunics and blouse. 

Luftwaffe Rank Chevrons, 1938 44 

Chevrons of rank were introduced into the 
Luftwaffe on 4 March 1938. 2 () They were 
worn on the Service Dress Tunic. Uniform 

Tunic. Flight Blouse and Greatcoat. on the 
upper left sleeve midway between the elbow 
and the point of the shoulder. by tho e 
ranks appointed to wear chevrons (see the 
opposite page) . The three pat terns (Figs. 391 . 
392 and 393) that existed from 1938 until 
1944 (when a change took place to the 
chevron for a Hauptgcfreiter. see Volun1c 
1940--5) were constructed from 1 em-wide 
Luftwaffe-pattern silver-aluminium 'Tresse·. 
normally sewn to a triangular backing of 
blue-grey cloth. Some rank chevrons. 
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usually the single variety. were manu
factured with a narrow edging of blue-grey 
silk. The two- and three-chevron varieties 
are encountered that were also manu
factured as a single complete badge with a 
narrow band of blue-grey silk Interposed 
between each chevron. These patterns of 
chevron could be sewn direclly on to the 
sleeve without the need for a blue-grey cloth 
backing. 

Musician s' 'Wings' (Swallows Nests) 

Known colloquially as 'Swallows Nests' 
(Schwalbennester- referring to the fact that 
when attached to the point of the shoulder. 
their shape resembled the mud nests built 
by swallows under the eaves of buildings). 
The practice of musicians wearing Wings 
(seen to this day) Is a very old tradition. 
Practically every Third Reich military. para
military. Party political and police formation 
(with the notable exception of the Navy) that 
possessed a band ensured that Its music
Ians were distinguished from the rest of the 
troops or men by wearing Swallows Nests.A 
Swallows Nests were worn by musicians of 
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the early State Police Group 'General Goring· 
(see page 43). the Regiment 'General 
Gor ing·. bandsmen of the Parachute Regi
men ts and musicians from the various 
branches of the Luftwaffe. They were worn 
In matching pairs. one to each shoulder on 
all forms of uniform tunic other than the 
Flight Blouse and the Greatcoat. They were 
removable. being held In position on the 
tunic by five metal hooks on the reverse of 
each wing (for details see Fig. 95) which 
hooked In to five corresponding eyelets 
stitched at equally spaced Intervals In an arc 
along the curved seam of the shoulder. They 
were only worn when the musician was 
performing at a musical function. Three 
patterns of Swallows Nest were worn by 
three groups of Luftwaffe musicians in
cluding musicians of Paratroop bands: 
394 Staff Buglers or Bugle-Majors (Stabs-

A In January 1937 lnslrucllons were Issued that made ll 
clear that the musician who carried the Schellenbaum (an 
ornate starrwuh eagle·headed crescenl. horsehair plumes 
and various dcrorallons rrom which bells are suspended. 
shaken In lime wllh the music) and who was also a 
member or a LurtwaiTe band dtd not wear Swallows Nests. 
(LunwaiTe·Vcrordnungsblatt. Nr. 4, dated I February 
1937. p. 39. Order Nr 1161ssued 23January 1937. 

Left: The rank chevrons 
for an Obergefreiter. Two 
Italian youths examine a 
Luftwaffe Obergefreiter's 
camera. 

Musicians' Wings as 
worn within the 
Luftwaffe and by 
Musicians of the 
Regiment 'General 
Goring': 
394 Pattern of wings as 
worn by Luftwaffe bugle
majors 
395 Pattern of wings as 
worn by luftwaffe 
bandsmen 
396 Pattern of wings as 
worn by luftwaffe 
drummers and fifers 

Right: Seen from directly 
above. Musicians of a 
Luftwaffe band play music 
on a quayside in Copen· 
hagen harbour. It is of 
intere5t to note both the 
composition of this band 
and the fact that the 
musicians are not wearing 
'Swallows' Ne5ts'. 



hornisten) wore wings that had bright 
silver-aluminium braid on a cloth backing in 
the colour of the man's arm-of-service. The 
wings had a fringe 7cm deep made from 
twisted silver-aluminium strands. 
395 Bandsmen (Musiker) had wings also 

MUSICIANS' 'WINGS' (SWALLOWS' NESTS) 

with bright silver-aluminium braid on a 
cloth underlay In the appropriate colour. but 
without a fringe. 
396 Fifers and Drummers (Spielmann and 
Spielleute) wore wings without a fringe and 
with matt-grey cotton braiding. 
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Above left: led by the 
Corps of Drums, the band 
of the Berlin Guard 
Battalion of the luftwaffe 
march through the streets 
of the capital. Stabshomist 
Kienow is shown throwing 
his drum mace ten to 
twelve metres into the air, 
an act which required con
siderable skill, a strong 
arm and keen judgement. 

Above right: In May 1938 
Adolf Hitler made a state 
visit to Italy. He was 
accompanied by the band 
of the Regiment 'General 
Goring' -among others. 
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The musicians from this 
band are seen here per
forming in front of the 
Arch of Constantine led by 
their conductor of music. 
In the forefront of the 
photograph is the regi
mental Schellenbaum, fre
quently referred to in 
English as a 'Jingling 
Johnnie'. Although not a 
musical instrument they 
were a feature of all pre
war military bands. Carried 
by the tallest man in the 
band they consisted, in the 
main, of a wooden staff on 
to which were fitted 
various ornate objects, 

such as a large bell. 
Fined directly above the 
large bell was usually a 
curved metal, eagle
headed crescent, sus
pended from the beaks of 
which were large horsehair 
plumes. This crescent, was 
in tum surmounted by, in 
the case of luftwaffe 
Schellenbaum, a luftwaffe 
eagle and swastika, also in 
silver-coloured metal. 
Hung from the talons of 
the eagle were the silken 
cords that were affixed to 
the ends of a short 
wooden crossbar that 
carried the Schellenbaum 

'Standard'. This Standard 
was produced in silk, 
whose colour was 
appropriate to the Waffen
farbe of the unit to which 
the band belonged. The 
Standard cloth was 
decorated on all four sides 
with flat silver braid, a 
thick silver-aluminium 
twisted cord fringe and on 
the reverse with the hand
embroidered, in either 
silver or white cotton, 
name and number of the 
luftwaffe unit, formation 
or garrison. Being one of 
the most ornate acces
sories used by German 

bands, these Schellen
baum were often pur
chased by voluntary public 
subscription and presented 
to a unit by the inhabitants 
of a garrison town or city. 

397 Pattern of wings as 
worn by bugle-majors of 
the Regiment 'General 
Goring' 
398 Pattern of wings as 
worn by bandsmen of the 
Regiment 'General Goring' 
399 Pattern of wings as 
worn by drummers and 
fifers of the Regiment 
'General Goring' 



MUSICIANS' 'WINGS' (SWALLOWS' NESTS] 

397 398 399 
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Left: Led by the drum· 
major, titers and side· 
drummers of what is 
thought to be the 
Regiment 'General Goring' 
marching along an almost 
deserted street in what is 
believed to be a French 
town. The drum-major 
wears Musicians' Wings 
v.ith the 7cm·long silver· 
aluminium fringe. The 
depth of the fringe on the 
Wings of the Spielmann 
and Spielleute (drummer 
and filer) can best be seen 
111 the following photo· 
,aph. 

Left: The rear view of the 
same band. The liters 
interestingly are all cany
ing slung from their waist· 
belt a small hunting-horn. 
Normally troops of the 
Corps of Drums carry 
bugles as well as fifes. This 
rear view also shows the 
carrying case for the fifes 
slung on the musicians' 
left side next to the 
bayonet. 

Regiment 'General Goring '. Th ree pal
terns were worn by the three groups of 
musicians from this Regiment. Noticeably 
the wings were somewhat more elaborate 
than those worn by Luftwaffe musicians. 
a nd t hey all had a white cloth base. white 
being the Waffcnfarbe allotted to the General 
Goring Regimen!. 
397 Stabshornlsten wore wings that had 
brigh t silver-aluminium braid and a fringe 
7cm deep made from twisted silver
aluminium strands. 
398 Musikcr had the same quality of braid· 
ing to their wh ile cloth wings. but, unlike 
their opposite numbers in the Luftwaffe. 
they had the addition of a fringe made from 
4.5em-long twisted silver-alum inium 
strands. 
399 Spielleutc and Spielmann had plain 
wings with matt-grey cotton braiding and a 
fringe. 4.5em deep. made from strands of 
blue-grey twisted wool. For description of 
the 'Nests' worn by Musicians of the State 
Police Croup 'General Coring· see page 42 . 

No alteration lo the system of classifi
cation or modlflcalion to the design of the 
Swallows Nest described here was under
taken during the period 1933-40. or for that 
matter from 1940 to 1945. and with the 
exception of the Landespolizeigruppc 
'Genera l Coring· Swallows Nest. they re
mained in use up to the end of the war. 

Trade and Specialis t Badges 

NCOs a nd other ranks who had attained 
proficiency in a particular trade or who were 
s k illed in the performance of a specialist 
military function were d istinguished by 
wearing one of a number of Trade or Spec
ialist badges. The majority of these were 
circular and were Intended to be 5.3cm in 
d ia m eter. although slightly larger and 
slightly smaller examples exist. This dis
crepancy is due to manufacture and not to 
any official change in overall size. 

All badges. circular or otherwise. were of 
blue-g rey uniform cloth with the design 
machi ne-embroidered in matt-grey threads. 
Ha nd-embroidered badges could be pur
chased at the wearcr ·s expense. 27 These 
were produced in the same matt-grey 
thread . but being hand-worked they looked 
better . Examples have survived that were 
produced with the designs embro idered in 
silver-aluminium threads. These were un
doubtedly unofficial. 

Certain badges had the addition of 0.2cm
th ick. grey twisted cording stitched around 
their circumference. This version. usually 

TRADE AND SPECIALIST BADGES 

worn by a n NCO. distinguished him from an 
other-rank qualified tradesman wearing a 
badge of identical design but with plain 
edges. 

Anwarter [Candidate s pecialist ) Strip 
During the period between the passing of a 
specialist examination and the laking up of 
a vacancy and acceptance Into a unit. any of 
the trade badges indicated by an asterisk in 
the charts on , pages 15 I - 5 were worn by 
the recipient with a Scm-long strip of flat. 
patterned. rank braiding sewn to the 
wearer's sleeve directly below the circular 
trade badge (sec item 420 as an example). 
These strips of braiding Indicated an 
Anwarter or candidate specialist. The eigh t 
trades that employed candidates are given in 
the publication 'Anzugordnung fi.ir die 
Luftwaffe'. 27 November 1935. revised I 
Apr il 1937, p. 136. 

Luftwaffe Trade and S pecialis t 
Badges, l935-45 
Under the heading "Abzeichen fur beson
dcrc Dienstellungen (Tatigkeitsabzeichenr 
the first of the Luftwaffe trade badges were 
listed in 'Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt. Nr. 
16 dated 27 May 1935. p. 22- 3, Order Nr. 
2 I 7 issued 13 May I 935. These badges arc 
illustrated on page 151. Hems 400, 412 and 
414. Item 414, the medical Staff of Aescul
apius (the Cod of Medicine) was noted as 
being worn by those personnel who had 
successfully completed the first year of 
instruction at the Luftwaffe School of Med
icine. A few days later, in June 1935. badge 
number 414. which was worn on the lower 
left forearm by what were described as 
'lower grade doctors ... who wore the uni
form of an Oberfeldwebcl of the Medical 
Corps', was done away with and this grade 
of personnel were instructed to wear a wh ite
aluminium metal Askulapstab between their 
two rank stars on their shoulder-straps. 
These instructions were promulgated in 
'Luflwaffen-Verordnungsblall. Nr. 18 dated 
ll June 1935. p. 125. Order Nr. 274 issued 
5June 1935. 

In the initial publication (Luftwaffen
Verordnungsblatt Nr. 16 dated 27 May 
1935. Order Nr. 220 issued 14 May 1935 
and appearing on page 24). it was stated 
that items 422 and 424 (as shown on page 
153). the 'Function Badges for Flight Per
sonnel and Aircraft Maintenance Personnel" 
were to be worn by officers and those person
nel wllh officer status. in hand-embroidered 
silver-a lu m inium threads on a backing of 
blue-g rey uniform cloth and in machine-
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stitched mall g rey cotton threads by NCOs 
and other ranks. Except. that is. by those 
persons already awarded the metal Luftwaffe 
qualincatlon badge for a Pilot. Observer. 
Pilot-Observer or the combined badge for 
Air Gunner-Hadio Operator-Flight Engineer. 

Exactly how long these "Function Badges· 
(Tatigkcitsabzcichcn fur F'liegendes und 
Flugzeugpcrsonal) continued to be worn by 
Luftwaffe officers has so far not been 
establis hed. No photographic evidence has 
been found showing either of these two 
badges being worn by officers. and no pub
lished orders have come to light stating that 
these badges were no longer to be worn. As 
badges that were supposed to have been 
worn by officers of the Luftwaffe they remain 
something of a mystery. 

With only three known exceptions. Trade 
and Specialist badges were worn on the left 
forearm of the Service tunic and the Uniform 
Tunic. I em above the turn-back cuff or in 
the correspon ding position on the Flight 
Blouse. The three exceptions were: 

Fig. Description 
400 The capital letter ·v· in gothic form. the V 

being the Initial let ler of I he German 
word ·vcrwaltung' meaning adminis
tration. The lcttn was 3. 7cm high by 
2.8cm wide. 

1. The badge for graduates of the Prepar
atory Training School for Aviation Engin
eers (Fig. 431) worn on the left upper arm 
midway between the shoulder seam and the 
elbow. 
2. The badge for Air Force Farriers (Fig. 
436). worn on the right forearm. 
3. The badge worn by students of the Luft
waffe School for NCOs (Fig. 432) which was 
worn. like the Farriers· badge. on the right 
forearm lcm above the turn-back cuff of the 
Service and Uniform Tunics or in the corres
ponding position on the Fligh t Blouse. 

As a point of interest no written authority 
has come to light authorizing the wearing by 
one person of two Trade or Specialist 
badges. either as two badges on one sleeve or 
one badge on each cuff. 

The majority of the badges were intro
duced b efore the Second World War. The list 
given here contains both pre-war and 
wartime issues including some items. the 
identity of which . have so far not been 
asertai ned. 

Worn by: and remarks. 
Verwaltungs-Untcroffizicr und Fcldwcbel 

(administrative under-officer and NC0).21! 

Badge worn when the recipient had been 
taken on to the strength of the Planning 
Department of the Administration 
Service. 

401 Two diagonally crossed a nd entwined zig- Luftnachr ichtenpersonal mit Fcrnsprcch-
zags with arrow point5 at all four ends. prufung "B" (air signals personnel with 

qualification as ·13· class telephone oper
ators). 2" 

402 Two diagonally crossed and entwined zig- Untcroffizicr (F'ernsprecher) !Qualified NCO 
zags with arrow points at all four ends. telephone operalor).2H Badge worn after 
the whole circular badge edged with the successfu l completion of a s pecialist 
0.2cm-thlck matt-grey piping. exam tnation. 

403 Two diagonally crossed. dovetail-shaped Luftnachriehtenpersonal mit Fcrnschrctb-
lightning bolts with arrow points at base. prufung 'B" (air signals personnel with 

qualification as ·a· class teleprinter oper
ators)2R Badge worn after successful com
pletion of a course as a teleprinter (telex) 
operator. 

404 Two diagonally crossed. dovetail-shaped Unteroffizier (F'ernschrelber) (Qualified NCO 
lightning bolts with a rrow points at base. teleprinter operator).2

H Badge worn after 
1 he whole circular badge edged with the successful completion of a specialist 
0.2cm-thick mat t-grcy pip in~. examination. 

405 A 'Blitzbundcl' - a bundle of four dovetail- Luftnachrichtcnpersonal mil Funkprufung 
shaped lightnin~ bolts. lying horizontally ·B· (air signals personnel with qualifi-
on each side of and bound to a central cation as "B" class radio operators). 21-1 Badge 
ornate bar. with arrow points on all eight worn after the successful completion of a 
bolts. specialist course as a Radio Operator . 

406 A "Blitzbundel" - a bundle of four dovetail- Un terofnzicr (Funkcr) (Qualified NCO radio 
shaped lightning bolts. lying horizontally operator).2t< Badge worn after the success
on each side of and bound to a central ful completion of a specialist examination. 
ornate bar. with arrow points on all eight 
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Right: An Unteroffizier 
pesenting arms. This man 
wears the trade insigma 
left fOI'earm) of a Fern

!dlrelber, a qualified NCO 
lfleprinter operator. 

TRADE AND SPECIALIST BADGES 
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Fig. Description Worn by: and remarks . 
bolts. the whole ci rcular badge edged with 
0.2cm-lhick matt-grey piping. 

407 Two diagonally crossed. dovetail-shaped Geratverwalter fi.ir Luftnachrich tengerat 
lightning bolts with a rrow points at base (Ln) (air s ignals equ ipment adminis
passing across. over a nd under a circular trator). 28 Badge worn after successful com-
voided cog wheel. pletion of final course. 

408 Two d iagonally crossed, antique cannon Waffen-Unteroffizier in der Flak-artillcrie 
barrels with muzzles to the top. und Regiment 'General Goring· (Armourcr 

NCO in the anti-aircraft arti llery and the 
Rcgirnent'Gencral Goring').2

R Badge worn 
by recipient upon taking up appointment 
as weapons a rmourer NCO having success-

409 Two diagonally crossed rifles. muz:zles to 
the top. 

410 Two diagonally crossed r il1cs. muzzles to 
the top. the whole circula r badge edged 
wit h 0.2cm-th ick matt-grey twisted 
piping. 

411 Motor vehicle radiator grill with the Luft
waffe vers ion of the national emblem 
s uperimposed thereon. 

412 The capita l letter·r· in gothic form. the 'F' 
being the in itial letter of the German 
word 'Feucrwerke r· meaning artificer (of 
ordnance). The letter was 3cm high by 
2 .4cm wide. 

41 3 A vertical 'Blitz· or lightning bolt with 
a rrowhead a t base. 

414 A serpen t en twined around an uprig h t 
staff - the Aesculapius emblem. 

fully passed final exam ination. 
Waffen-Unterofflzier in der Flieger und 

Nachrichtentruppe (Armourer NCO in fly
ing and s ignals troops units). 2H Badge 
worn by recipient upon taking up appoint
ment as NCO weapons armourer. having 
successfully passed final examination. 

Waffen-Unteroffizier in der F'liegertruppe 
unci Nachrichtentruppe. Thought to have 
been worn by senior armourcr NCO in fly
ing and s ignals troop units. 

Kraflfah rpersonal (Motor veh icle driver). 2
!l 

Badge only worn by recipient upon posting 
to tr anspon unit and only if person held a 
mili tary driving licence. 

F'eucrwerker (ordnance artificer ). 28 Badge 
was only worn when the recipient had s ucc
essfully passed out from the Art ificer 
School. 

Truppennachrichtenpersonal (signals per
sonnel in flight a nd a n ti-aircraft artillery 

unit s) [non-air s ignals units). 2 11 Badge 
worn by recipient on taking up his position 
with his appointed unit. 

Sanitatspcrsonal mil Ausnahme dcr Untcr
arzte (medical personnel with the exception 

ofNCOs).2" Badge worn when recipient had 
successfully carried ou t the first stage of 
instruction at the medical school. 

4 15 A serpent entwined a round a upright staff 
- the Aesculapius emblem. the whole cir
cular ba dge edged with 0 .2cm-thick mall
grey pip ing. 

San itatspersonal (medical personnel) status 
un-cstablishcd. 

416 A ?-cylinder rotary a ircraft engine with a 
2-bladed p ropeller. 

417 The German tactical symbol for a search
ligh t unit. 

418 The German tactical symbol for a 
searchlight unit with the addition of a 
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Geratverwalter fUr F'lugzeuggerat 
(F'Izgl (aircraft equipment adminis
trator).2" Badge worn by the recipient after 
successfully completing his final course of 
instruction . 

Geratverwalter fUr Scheinwerfergerat 
(Schw) (searchlight equipmen t admin is
trator J2" Badge worn by recipient upon 
ta k ing up appointmen t as searchlight 
equipment administrator having s uccess
fully passed final examination . 

Geratverwalter fur Scheinwerfergerat 
(searchlig h t equipment adm inistrator). 

Right: A wedding 
photograph of a Luftwaffe 
Obergefreiter and his 
bride. The corporal is 
wearing the trade badge 
for a motor vehicle driver 
( K r aftfah rpersonal). 

Far right: A Gefreiter of 
the luftwaffe medical 
service seen here wearing 
the Aesculapius trade 
badge on his left forearm. 
The leather bo:< worn on 
the waist-belt is the 
special pouch containing 
medical phials used by 
medical attendants for 
treating wounds and 
burns. 



Fig. Description 
five-armed object. thought to represent 
five names. 

419 A winged motor vehicle wheel. 

TRADE AND SPECIALIST BADGES 

Worn by: and remarks. 
exact function and status unestab
lished.2'1 

Geratverwaltcr fur Kraftfahrzeuggerat (Kfz) 
(motor transport equipment adminis
trator). 2H Badge worn by recipient on suc
cessful compte lion of final course. 

420 A winged motor vehicle wheel with the Geratverwalter fur Kraftfahrzeuggerat (Kfz) 
add Ilion of a Scm-length of fiat. patterned Anwarter (motor transport equipment ad
rank braiding worn directly below the clr- mlnlstrator asplranvcandidate). The strip 
cular cloth badge. of rank braiding worn directly below this 

badge and all those badges illustrated on 
plates 151 and 153 and marked with an as
terisk • Indicated that the wearer was a 
candidate for this. and the other. partic
ular trades. 

421 A free flight hot air balloon. 
422 Four-bladed aircraft propeller flanked by a 

pair of stylized feathered wings. 

Luftwaffe Balloonist.~" 
Fllegendes Personal. :lH (Flight personnel) 
badge only worn by those persons not 
entitled to wear the pilot. observer or radio 
operator's metal qualification badge. For 
further details sec text on page 161. 
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Trade and Proficiency 
Badges: 
400 Administrative NCO 
(Unteroffizier and 
Feldwebel) 
401 Air Signals personnel 
with qualification as a 'B' 
Class Telephone Operator 
402 Qualified NCO 
telephone operator 
403 Air Signals personnel 
with qualification as a 'B' 
Class teleprinter operator 
404 Qualified NCO 
teleprinter operator 
405 Air Signals personnel 
with qualification as a '8' 
Class radio operator 
406 Qualified NCO radio 
operator 
407 Air Signals equipment 
administrator 
408 Armourer NCO in the 
anti-aircraft artillery and 
Regiment 'General GOring 
409 Armourer NCO in 
Flying and Air Signals untts 
410 Senior armourer NCO 
in Flying and Air Signals 
units 
411 Motor vehide driving 
personnel 
412 Ordnance personnel 
413 Signals personnel in 
flight and anti-aircraft 
units (non-Air Signals 
units). 
414 Medical personnel 
with the exception of 
NCOs 

Left : An Oberfeldwebel 
inspecting and testing the 
compressed-air bottle f01 
inflating a rubber dingy. 
The trade badge on his le~ 
forearm is that for Flieger 
technisches Personal. 



400 

H 
405 

410 

Right: An airman making 
notes and studying aerial 
reconnaissance maps with 
the help of a stereoscopic 
viewer. He wears on his 
left forearm the trade 
badge for flight Personnel. 
This badge was only worn 
by those persons who, 
although part of an 
aircrew, were not entitled 
to wear the metal breast 
badge for a pilot, an 
observer or a radio 
operator. 

401 

406 

411 

TRADE AND SPECIALIST BADGES 

402 403 404 

407* 408* 409* 

412 413 414* 
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Left: An Obergefreiter 
operating a portable 
range-finder. As a member 
of an anti-aircraft artillery 
unit he is wearing the 
trade badge for an 'Entfer· 
nungsmesser' or E
Messleute. The gold
coloured edging indicates 
that the corporal has at 
least one year's service 
within this trade. 

Right: An Unteroffizier 
undergoing instruction at 
the School for Instrument 
Flying at Brandis. His trade 
insignia shows that he is a 
Peilfunkunteroffizier, an 
NCO direction-finder 
operator. 

415 Medical personnel. 
Status un·established 
416 Aircraft equipment 
administrator 
417 Searchlight equipmert 
administrator 
418 Un-established badge, 
thought to have been worn 
by personnel connected 
with searchlight units 
419 Motor transport 
equipment administrator 
420 Motor transport 
equipment administrator 
candidate 
421 Air Force balloonist 
422 Flight personnel, but 
·only worn by those 
persons not entitled to 
wear pilots', observers' or 
radio operators' metal 
qualification badge 
423 Military seagoing boat 
personnel 
424 Flight technical 
personnel 
425 Flight technical 
personnel with more than 
1 year's service 
426 Anti-aircraft artillery 
personnel 



TRADE AND SPECIALIST BADGES 

415 
416• 417• 418 419 • 

~ 
421 

422 423 

424 425 426 
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Fig. Description Worn by: and remarks. 
423 A fouled anchor flanked by a pair of sty

lized feathered wings. Height of badge 
approx 4cm. width approx 9.5cm. height 
of a nchor approx 3.2cm and width of 
wings approx 9.5cm . 

Seemannisches militarisches Bootspersonal 
(mili tary seagoing boat personnel). Badge 
worn by recipient when he became par t of 
the military boat crew. 

424 A 5-pisloned rotary a ircraft engine s ur- Fliegertechnisches Personal (fligh t tech-
rounded by a wreath of oaklcavcs. gath - n ical personnel. 2 11 Badge worn by persons 
ered and tied at the base and flanked by a when taken on to strength of unit fl ight 
pair of stylized feathered wings. technical staff. 

425 A 5-pistoned. star-s haped rotary a ircraft Fliegertechniscbcs Personal !flight technical 
engine surrounded by a wreath of oak- personnel) with more than one year·s ser-
leavcs. gathered a nd lied at the base a nd vice in this particular trade. 
flanked by a pair of s tylized feathered 
wings. the whole badge edged with 
0.3cm-thick twisted gold cording. 

426 The barrel and recoil chambers of a n Flakartmerie (Unteroffizie r und Mannscbaft-
88mm anti-a ircraft gun poin ting diagon- en) (anti-a ircraft artillery NCOs and other 
ally upwards and resting on a garb of oak- ra nks). 2 11 Badge worn by rec ipien t as a 
leaves gathered an d tied at the base and special award after nine months" service in 
set above a small swastika . the whole de- the Flakarti llerie a rm . 
s ign flanked by a pair of stylized. feath -
ered wings. Length of gun barrel 3.5cm. 
Maximum height of design approx 4 .5cm. 
maximum width approx 8. 7cm. Oval-
shaped badge. 

427 A "Biitzbundel" - a bundle of four dovetail- Peilfunker (direction-finder operator).30 

shaped lightning bolts. lying on each s ide Badge worn by recipie nt after s uccessfully 
of and bound to a central. ornate. h ori- completing the special direction-finding 
zontal bar. with a rrow points on all eigh t signal training course. 
bolts. T he gothic capital letter 'P' set be-
low the bundle of bolts. 

428 A "Blilzbiindcl"- a bundle of fou r dovetail- Peilfunkunteroffizier (NCO d irection-finder 
shaped lightning bolts. lying on each s ide operator). 30 Badge worn by recipien t a fter 
of a nd bound to a central. ornate. bori- su ccessful completion of a specialist exam-
zon tal bar, with a rrow poin ts on all eigh t ination. 
bolls. The gothic capital letter ·p· set be-
low the bundle of bolts. the whole cir-
cular 5.3cm-diamctcr badge edged with 
0.2cm-thick matt-grey twis ted piping. 
The letter ·p· being the initial letter of the 
German word "Peil" meaning "direction· or 
'bearing·. 

429 A "Blitzbiindcl" - a bundle of four doveta il- I-lorchfunker (sound-locator operator).30 

shaped lightning bolts, lying on each s ide Badge worn by recipient after successfully 
of and bound to a central. ornate. bori- completing sound-locator training. 
zontal bar. with a rrow points on all e igh t 
bolts. The gothic capital letter 'H". being 
the initial letter of the Germa n word 
"Horch " meaning locator. set below the 
bundle of bolts. 

430 A "Bii tzbiinder - a bundle of four dovetail- Horchfunkerunteroffizier (NCO sou nd
shaped lightning bolts. lying on each s ide locatol." opera tor).30 Badge worn after recip-
of and bound to a central. ornate. hori- ient b a d s uccessfully completed s pecialist 
zon tal bar, with arrow points on all e ight t raining. 
bolts. The gothic capital letter ·H· set be-
low the bundle of bolts. the whole circular 
badge edged with 0.2cm-tbick matt-grey 
twisted piping . 
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Trade and 
Proficiency 
Badges: 
427 Direction-finder 
operator 
428 NCO direction-finder 
operator 
429 Sound-locator 
operator 
430 NCO sound-locator 
operator 
431 Graduate from the 
Preparatory Tra ining 
School for Aviation 
Engineers 
432 Student of a Luftwaffe 
school for NCOs 
433 Qualified radio 
instructor 
434 Senior qualified radio 
instructor 
435 Aircraft radio 
mechanic with 'B' Class 
proficiency 
436 Farrier 
437 Air raid warning 
service personnel 
438 Motor transport NCO 
storeman 
439 Horse-drawn transport 
NCO storeman 
440 Range-finder crew 
member 
441 Range-finder crew 
member with more than 1 
year's service 
442 Anti-aircraft artillery 
sound-locator crew 
member 
443 Anti-aircraft artillery 
sound locator crew 
member with more than 1 
year's service 
444 Anti-aircraft artillery 
gun crew member 
445 Thought to have been 
for Air Force technical 
artisan 
446 Thought to have been 
for Air Force master 
technical artisan 
447 Heavy aerial 
munitions armourer 
448 Aerial bomb armourer 
449 Un-identified, either 
signals or radar 
450 Un-identified, either 
signals or radar 
451 Un-identified badge 
452 Un-identified badge. 
Thought to be helmsman 
of military seagoing boats 
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427 428 429 430 431 

432 433 434 435 436 

437 438 439 440 

441 442 443 

444 445 446 447 448 

449 450 451 452 
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Fig. Description 
431 A 3-bladed aircraft propeller and spinner. 

Within the angles between the blades the 
gothic style letters 'F'l' (left side) standing 
for 'F'lieger·, 'T (right s ide) for 'Tech
nische" and ·v· (at basel for "Vorschulen'. 

432 The initial letters ·us· in gothic style stan
ding for 'Unteroffizierschuler·. 

Worn by; and remarks. 
F'lieger Technische Vorschulen (Graduate 

from t he Preparatory Training School for 
Aviation Engineers).31 This badge worn on 
left upper arm midway between shoulder 
seam and elbow. 

Unteroffizierschuler (Student of a Luftwaffe 
School for NC0s).32 This badge worn on the 
right forearm. 

433 Three lightning bolts with dovetail-shaped F'unkmeister. Thought to be the badge 
tails gathered by a central "band' with ar- worn by a qualified radio operator with 
row points at both ends of each bolt. rank of F'eldwebel). 

434 Three lightning bolts with dovetail-shaped F'unkmeister (senior qualified radio oper
tails gathered by a central 'band' with ar- a tor). 33 Badge worn by Feldwebel or Ober
row points at both ends of each bolt, the feldwebel who had successfully completed 
whole circular badge edged with 0. 2cm- the course of instruction and been awarded 
thick matt-grey twisted piping. a ·c· certification. 

435 A double-bladed aircraft propeller set diag- F'lugzeugfunkwart mit Prufung B (aircraft 
onally and crossed diagonally by a s ingle radio mechanic with 'B" Class profic
dovetail-shaped lightning bolt with arrow iency).33 

points at each end. 
Similar badge with 0. 2cm-thick matt-grey 

twisted piping to edge of circular patch 
worn by ·c· Class radio mechanic (not 
illustrated). 

436 A horseshoe in yellow threads. 

437 Two diagonally crossed lightning flashes 
with arrow points at all four ends. Where 
the flashes cross. a pair of stylized wings. 

438 Gothic-style capital letter ·s· for 'Schirr
meister'. 

439 Gothic-style capital letter ·s· for 'Schirr
melster·. 

440 Gothic-style capital letter ·g· for "Entfer
nungsmesser· meaning 'range-finder' set 
just above a garb of oakleaves gathered 
and tied at the base and which in turn is 
positioned above a small swastika set on 
its point. the whole design flanked by a 
pair of stylized. feathered wings. Height 
of badge approx. 4.5cm. width 9.5cm. 

441 Gothic-style capital letter 'E" for 'Entfer
nungsmesser' set just above a garb 
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of oakleaves gathered and tied at the 
base and is positioned above a small 
swastika set on its point, flanked by 
a pair of stylized. feathered wings. 
The badge edged a ll round with a 
0.3cm-thick, twisted gold cording. 

F'lugzeugfunkwart mit Prufung C (aircraft 
radio mechanic with ·c· Class profic
iency).33 

Hufbeschlagpersonal.34 Worn by Army and 
civilian farriers attached to the Luftwaffe 
acting as instructors. Worn for the short 
period 8 September to 19 October 1942. 
Worn on the right forearm. NCO farriers 
had the addition of a 0.2cm-thick matt
grey twisted border (not illustrated). 

Unteroffiziere und Mannschaften des F'lug
meldcdienstcs (NCOs and other ranks of 
the Air Raid Warning Service). 35 The badge 
was worn both on and off duty. 

Schirrmeister (K). 36 Badge awarded to per
sonnel who had successfully taken the ex
amination for NCO storeman and passed 
through the Luftwaffe Motor Transport 
Technical School at Rudolstadt. 

Schirrmeister (F').37 Badge worn by NCO 
storeman responsible for Luftwaffe horse
drawn transport. 

E-Messleute (Entfernungsmesser) der F'lak
artillerie (anti-aircraft artillery range
finder) . 31l 

E-Messleute (Entfernungsmesser) der F'lak
artillerie (anti-aircraft artillery range-finder) 
with one year·s service within that trade.38 

Right: An Obergerfrieter, 
a qualified Radio Operator, 
as indicated by the badge 
on his left forearm, checks 
the contents of the water· 
tight canister that con
tained cartridges for a 
signal pistol, part of the 
equipment allocated to a 
seaplane's inflatable 
dinghy. 
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left: A Fahnenjunker 
Gefrieter, shot down over 
the United Kingdom, and 
photographed while 'pas· 
sing through' a mainline 
London railway station on 
his way to a detention 
camp. He wears on the left 
breast of his Flight BloU5e 
the doth version of the 
Wireless Operator/Air 
Gunner's badge. Someone 
has removed the metal 
wings from his collar 
patches. probably as 
souvenirs. The silver braid 
across the base of his 
shoulder-straps indicate his 
appointment as a Fahnen
iunker. 



Fig. Description 
442 Gothic-style capital lctter ·H· for ' Horchcr· 

meaning 'detector· or 'l is tener· set just 
abo1•r a garb of oak leaves gathered a nd 
tird a t the base a nd which in turn is pos
itioned above a s mall swasti ka set on its 
point. the who le design flanked by a pair 
of stylized . feathered wings. 

443 Gothir -s ty le capila llettrr ·1:-r for 'Horcher· 
set just above a garb of oakleaves 
gathered and tied at the base and 
which in turn is pos itioned a bove a 
small swast ika set o n ils point. the 
wholr drsign flanked by a pair of 
stylized. feathered wings . The badge 
edged a ll round with a 0.3cm-thick. 
twis ted gold cording. 

444 The barrel. spri ng equilibrator and recoil 
chambers of a n 88mm anti-aircraft gun. 
with barrel fac ing d iagonally to right and 
pointing s kywards. 

445 A pink cogged wheel with twelve cogs. a 
central boss a nd four diagonal spokes. 

446 A pink cogged wheel with twelve cogs. a 
centra l boss a nd four diagonal spokes. 
the who le circular badge edged with 
0.2cm-thick. matt-yellow m•isted cording. 

QUALIFICATION BADGES 

Wont by: and remarks. 
Horcher dcr Pia kurt illl'rie (anti-aircraft 
sou nd-locator operator). 1"' 

Horchcr dcr Flakart illcric (anti-aircraft 
sound-locator operator) with one year·s 
service within t hat trade."" 

Flakartillcrlc Gcschutzbeclic nung. Ladckan
onicr. Zunclcrci ns tellc r. (Anti-a ircraft artil
lery gun-c rew membe r. loader. fuze-setter. 
etc.). 

Technischcr Untero fl'izi er . Badge thought 
to have been wo rn by Luftwaffe technical 
a rtisan NCO.:I•J 
Tcehnlschcr Fcldwcbcl. Badge thought to 
have been worn by a Luftwaffe master tech
nical artisan NCO. 1'

1 

447 A na ming g renade With s ix flames 0 11 top Waffenunte roffi/.Jer fur schwere Bomben 
a nd five flames emitting from both the left (heavy aerial bomb armourer NCO). 
a nd right s ide of the g renade. 

448 A fl a ming grena de with s ix names on lop 
only. 

449 Double 'Biilz· arrows set pa rallel but stag
gered with a rrowheads point down . 

450 Double a rrows with divided tails and 
a rrow points at base of badge. J\ s ingle 
vertical arrow overlaying an arrow ben I 
horizontally along its central portion. 

451 Two lig htning bolts. diagonally crossed at 
their base with arrowheads pointing 
downwards. overlaying a nd s urrounded 
by a n open-topped wreath of oakleaves 
gathered and tied a t its base. the whole 
des ign fla nked by a pair of s tylized .. feath-
ered wings. 

452 An uprig ht. clear anchor overlayed b y a 
voided co£4gcd wheel with twelve cogs 
fla nked o n each s ide by a pair of feath
e red. stylized wings. 

Qualification Badges 

Proficiency In various aeronautical s kills 
were both rewarded and recognized by the 
introduction. issue and wearing of partic
ular metal breas t badges . To qualify for a 
badge an Individual underwent a course of 
s pec ia lized training. on the successful com
pletion of which he was awarded a qualifi-

\Vaffenunteroffizicr fur lcichtc Bomben 
(aerial bomb a rmourcr NCO). 

Unidentified badge. Thought to be connec
ted with either signals or radar. 

Unidentified badge. Thought to be connec
ted with either signals or ra dar. possibly a 
variant of item 449. 

Unidentified badge. 10 

Unidenlifcd badge. Thought to be connected 
with mili tary seagoing boats. possibly a 
badge for a helmsman. 

cation licence (certificate) together with the 
appropria te badge. The licence was awarded 
for a s pecific period only and to retain the 
qua lification the Individual had to undergo 
rc-qualiflcallon on a yearly bas is. Failure to 
rc-quallfy meant the withdrawal of the cert
ificate but the individual was permitted to 
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retain and continue to wear the Qualifi
cation Breast Badge. even though he was no 
longer fuiOiltng the function that the badge 
represented. 

Any badge lost or stolen through negli
gence on the part of the recipient had to be 
replaced at the expense of the owner. Loss 
other than through negligence. such as 
enemy action. meant that the badge was 
replaced free of charge by the Luftwaffe 
Clothing Authorities. Badges that were part 
of the effects of a dead recipient were nor
mally passed to hls next of kin. 

Qualification badges (not to be confused 
with war badges. a subject dealt with In 
Volume 1940-5). had a number of features 
that were common to all. All the badges were 
manufactured of metal. and most of them 
were duplicated In a cloth version. They were 
all oval In shape. All featured a wreath 
consisting of laurel leaves on the left side 
and oakJeaves on the right side and all 
badges had an eagle and swastika In one of 
varytng attitudes. All metal or cloth badges 
were usually worn In the centre of the 
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left breast pocket of the Service Tunic. the 
Uniform Tunic and the white Summer 
Tunic. They could also be worn In a corres
ponding position on the Flight Blouse and 
the Jacket of the Evening Dress. 

If the Individual was also wearing the Iron 
Cross. First Class. however. the qualifica
tion badge was positioned directly below the 
Iron Cross. If badges other than the Iron 
Cross and the qualification badge were 
being worn the latter was worn to the lower 
left side taking precedence over any other 
breast-worn war badge. 

Air Crew Badge (Fllegerschaftsabzelcben) 
The first badge to be Introduced. the Air 
Crew Badge. was Instituted on 19 January 
1935. but In fact It had already been worn 
for approximately a year previously by quali
fied pilots and observers of the DLV. Its 
shape was something of an exception to the 
rule In that the oval was 'horizontal' as 
opposed to the later badges being ·vertical'. 
The wreath had laurel leaves on the right 
and oakleaves on the left side. The oval 

Left: Hennann GOring, 
wearing the uniform of 
Reichsminister der 
Luftfahrt, with Captain 
Scharf on the bridge of tilt 
merchant ship Europa. 
Goong wears the Air Crew 
Badge (Fiiegersdlaftsab. 
zeichen) directly below l'ls 
lmperial1914 Iron Cross. 
First Class. 



Above: A Pilot Unter
offizier wearing the Pilot's 
Badge (FiugzeugiiJhrerab
zeichen). This 1tem 
replaced the earlier badge. 

wreath was of slivered metal with a black 
metal eagle clutching a ~liver swastika (see 
Ftg. 453). This badge was replaced m March 
1936 by the Luftwaffe Pilot Badge. 

Pilot Badge (Flugzeugfubrerabzeicben) 
lnstlluted on 26 March 1936A to replace the 
previous Air Crew Badge. this was awarded 
on the successful completion of flight train
Ing when the pilot also received his citation 
and flytng licence. The badge had a sliver
white wreath with a black metal eagle and 
swastika (Fig. 454). 

QUALIFICATION BADGES 

Observer Badge (Beobachterabzeichen) 
A badge for observers. navigators and bomb
aimers was also Instituted on 26 March 
1936. In order to gain It it was necessary to 
complete either two months' flying service 
wtth a non-operational squadron or to have 
taken part In five operational sort1es In the 
capacity of an observer. navigator or bomb
at mer. The badge could also be an automatic 
award If. at any lime during the period spent 
on non-operational or operational flights. 
the individual was wounded. The badge had 
a silver-while wreath wllh a black or grey 
eagle holding a silver swastika in its talons 
(Figs. 455). 

Wireless-Operator/Air Gunner Badge 
(Fliegerschutzenabzeichen fUr Bordfunker) 
lnsliluled on 26 March 1936. the award of 
this badge carried the same requirements as 
for the Observer Badge. It too had a silver
while wreath and swasllka but with a black 
or grey eagle grasping In il& talons two black 
lightning bolls (Fig.457). 

Combined Pilot-Observer Badge (Gemein
sames Flugzeugfuhrer und Beobachter
abzeichen) 
Sometimes known as the Luftwaffendop
pelabzcichen. this was also Instituted on 26 
March 1936. To be eligible for this badge the 
Individual had to have held both a pilot's 
and an observer's certificate for at least one 
year. The design was Identical wHh the Pilot 
Badge. but had a wreath in gill and the eagle 
and swastika In silver (Ftg. 456). 

Air-Gunner and Flight Engineer Badge 
(Fiiegerschiitzenabzeichen fur Bordschiit
zen und Bordmechaniker) 
lnsllluted on 22 June 1942. this was very 
s imilar in design to the Wireless-Operator/ 
Air-Gunner Badge except that the lightning 
bolts representing wireless transmission 
had been omitted (Fig. 458). Requirements 
for its award were the same as for the 
Observer Badge. It was worn by all types of 
air-gunners. other than wireless-operator/ 
air gunners. as well as night engineers and 
aircrew meteorologists. 

On 25 April 1944 another version of the 
Air Gunner badge was introduced. This was 
the reverse of the previous badge In that it 
had a black wreath and swastika and a silver 
eagle (not Illustrated). To qualify for this 

A 26 March 1936 was th~ dat~ on which a number or nN· 
bad~s were lnsllluted by llcmtann Goring In his capacity 
as Commander-In-Chief of the LuftwaJTc The P1lot B.ldge 
had In rae I existed for ..omt" lime before thl~ dale. being 
worn by member. or I he German Air Sports Assoclallon. 
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award the individual. an unqualified air
gunner. had to have taken part In at least 
ten operations. 

Luftwaffe Paratroop Badge (Fallsch irm
schutzenabzeichen der Luftwaffe) 
lnsliluted on 5 November 1936. this was 
awarded to all Luftwaffe personnel who had 
successfully completed the parachute train
ing course. The wreath was silver-grey wllh 
a gilt-coloured eagle and swastika (Fig. 459). 

Glide r Pilot Badge (SegelOugzeugfuhrer
abzeichen ) 
This was instituted on 16 December 1940. ll 
was awarded on the successful completion of 
the military glider pilot"s training course. 
The complete wreath of oakleaves was in 
silver together wllh the small swastika at the 
base of the wreath. The eagle in a gliding 
attitude was black Wig. 460). 

Army Pa ratroop Badge (Fallschirm
schtitzenabzeichen des Heeres) 
Authorized by the (then) Commander-in
Chief of the German Army. Generaloberst 
Freiherr von Fritsch. and instlluted on I 
September 1937. It was awarded on the 
successful completion of the Army para
chute course which involved the recipient 
making five qualifying jumps. In order to 
retain the badge it was necessary to make at 
least a further s ix parachute jumps per year. 
The badge had a complete wreath of gilt 
oakleaves lied at its base by a ribband and 
surmounted at the top by the Wchrmacht
style eagle and swastika. The diving eagle 
was in silver (Fig. 46 1 ). This badge was 
superseded by the Luftwaffe Parachute 
Badge. 

Airmen's Commemorative Badge (Fiiege r
Erinnerungsabzeichen 
Instituted on 26 March 1936. this was 
awarded to all flying personnel on honour
able discharge from airerew duties. Regular 
airmen and reserve personnel who had flown 
during the Great War were required to have 
served at least four years. while other appli
cants had to have served for at least fifteen 
years as airmen. An accident suffered while 
flytng resulting in the airman being in
valided out meant that the award could be 
bestowed for a shorter per iod of service. It 
could also be given to the next-of-kin of an 
airman killed In a flying accident. Para
troops were classed as alrcrew and were thus 
eligible for this badge. The badge was not. 
however. issued during the war. The wreath 
and swastika were In silver-finished metal 
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wllh the eagle In black or dark grey (Fig. 
462). War disabled alrcrew had the right to 
wear a miniature of the Alrcrew Badge In 
civilian clothes. 

Mark smanship and Sniper Cuff Insignia 
April l 935 to Autumn 1936 
This pre-war Relchswehr system of distin
guishing marksmen by one of twenty-four 
grades of silver and dark green cuff stripes 
was used by the Luftwaffe until the autumn 
of 1936 in the absence of anything suitable 
to take Its place. 11 The system. although 
logical. was cumbersome. It had too many 
grades. all of which required lime. effort and 
ammunition expended in shooting for 
grades too finely set. Each higher grade 
achieved required either an additional cuff 

Qualif ication Badges: 
453 Air crew badge 
454 Pilot's badge 
455 Observer's badge 
456 Combined pilot and 
observer's badge 
457 Radio operator/air 
gunner's badge 
458 Air gunner and flight 
engineers' badge 
459 Parachutist's badge 
460 Glider pilot's badge 
461 Army parachutist's 
badge 
462 Flyer's commemora
tive badge 

Below: The doth vers1on 
of the Pilot's Badge. 



QUALIFICATION BADGES 

453 454 

455 456 457 

458 459 

460 461 462 
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stripe or, in certain cases. completely new 
insignia. This involved a considerable 
amount of time spent unpicking existing 
insignia and sewing on additional or fresh 
insignia. Also each tunic worn by a marks
man had to carry identical sets of the cuff 
stripes, unlike the shoulder lanyard system 
whereby once awarded the lanyard could be 
rapidly transferred to any uniform tunic in 
wear. Finally. the whole system was visually 
very confusing. Not only was it worn on the 
lower cuff. a position that did not lend itself 
to displaying insignia to the best advantage, 
but from a distance it was difficult to 
distinguish between the numerous grades. 
All these disadvantages were finally swept 
away when the simplified system of shoulder 
lanyards were introduced into the new Luft
waffe in the autumn of 1936. 

The insignia was worn on the left forearm 
of the Luftwaffe Service Dress Tunic by 
NCOs and other ra nks only. There were 
twenty-four individual awards in six groups 
each of four stages. as can be seen from the 
accompanying figures. 
463 A single Bern-wide silver-aluminium 
braid, Bmm deep. 

463 464 

467 468 
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464 Two strips of similar braid set 0.5cm 
apart. 
465 Three strips of similar braid, each 
0.5cm apart. 
466 Four strips of similar braid. each 0.5cm 
apart. 
467 A single 1. ?em-deep strip of silver
aluminium braid with a central strip of dark 
green silk 0.3cm deep. As with all braid this 
was Bern wide. 
468 As before (5th award). but with the 
addition of a single strip of silver braid 
O.Bcm deep with a central strip of dark green 
silk l.5mm thick. Two items set 0.5cm 
apart. 
469 As for 5th award, but with the addition 
of two strips of silver-aluminium braid of the 
same dimensions as for award 6. These were 
set apart by a gap 0 .5cm wide. 
470 As for 5th award, but with the addition 
of three strips of s ilver-aluminium and dark 
green silk braiding as described for 6th 
award. Each of these four items were set 
apart by gaps 0.5cm wide. 
471 A sin gle band of silver-aluminium braid 
2 .3cm deep with two strips of dark green silk 
each 0.3cm thick. 

465 

469 

Reichswehr System of 
Marksmanship and 
Snipers' insignia worn in 
the luftwaffe: 
First Group 
463 1st award 
464 2nd award 
465 3rd award 
466 4th award 
Second Group 
467 5th award 
468 6th award 
469 7th award 
470 8th award 

466 

470 



light: A pre-war parade 
bekf on the forecourt of 
lit new Air Mtntstry build· 
11g. Berltn. The Oberfeld· 
~ nearest the camera 
IS weanng what appears to 
be the fourth grade of 
marksmanship sleeve 
IOSIQnia together with the 
dlevron indicating a 
5n!pef's qualification, all 
10fll on the cuffs of hts 
J uchrock dtrectly below his 
double sleeve rings 
ijthoogh thiS system of 
111S19flia was tntroduced 
~ the Wetmar penod, 
11t marksmanship tnsignia 
together with the chevron 
klr snipers continued to be 
v.oo~ by qualified Luft
waffe personnel during the 
irst eighteen months or so 
ol the existence of the new 
Gelman Air Force, until 
!UCh time as marksman· 
!hlp lanyards were 
lltroduced. 

472 As for 9th award. but with the addition 
of a s ingle s ilver-aluminium and dark green 
silk strip of braid as worn for the 6th award. 
The gap between the two strips was 0.5cm 
wide. 
473 As for the 9th award. but with two strips 
of s liver-aluminium and dark green s ilk 
braiding. all three Hems set 0.5cm apart. 
474 As for the 9th award. with three extra 
strips. 
4 75 A single band of silver-aluminium braid 

QUALlFICATION BADGES 

2.9cm deep with three Interwoven strips 
each 0.3cm thick of dark green silk. 
476 As for the 13th award. with the addition 
of a single silver-aluminium strip 0.8cm 
deep with a central strip of dark green slk 
1.5mm deep. Both badges were set 0.5cm 
apart. 
4 77 As for the 13th award. but with two 
strips of the type. size and spacing described 
for the 14th award. 
478 As for the 13th award. but with three 
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strips also of the type. size and s pacing as 
described for the 14th award. 
4 79 A single s ilver-aluminium braid 3.5cm 
deep by Scm wide with four dark green s ilk 
bands each 0.3cm thick. 
480 As for the 17th award. but with the 
addition of a separate strip of 0.8cm-deep 
s ilver·aluminium braid with a dark green 
silk 0.3cm-thick central strand. The two 
badges were set 0.5cm apart. 
481 As for the 17th award. with the addition 
of two separate s ilver-aluminium and dark 
g reen s ilk strips. a ll three badges set apart 
by a distance of0.5cm. 
482 As for the 17th award. but with the 
addition of three extra silver and green 
strips. size and positioning as described for 
the 18th award. 
483 A single band of silver-aluminium braid 
4.lcm deep with five equidistant s trands of 
dark green silk each 0.3cm thick. 
48 4 As for 21st award. with the addition of a 
single silver and green strip of braid. 
485 As for the 21st award , with the addition 
of two separate strips of silver-aluminium 
and green braid. 
4 86 As fo r the 2 1st award. with the addition 
of th ree separate s trips of braid. The s ilver
a luminium and dark g reen s ilk chevron. 
0.8cm deep by Scm wide. set below the 
lowest strip by a gap 0.5cm wide. was the 
badge worn by snipers. This badge could be 
worn by a marksman awarded any one of the 
24 marksman badges. The snipers' badge 
was therefore worn below the appropriate 
marksmanship award. The snipers· badge 
had a 1.5mm wide central stri p of dark 
green silk. 

Marksmanship La nyards. 1936-45 
A system of shoulder lanyards. awarded to 
Luftwaffe personnel below officer status and 
who were proficient in s hooting, was Intro
duced in the autumn of 1936. This move 
was In line with similar lanyard systems 
introduced into the new German Army and 
Navy. all of which superseded the former 
Reichswehr Marksmanship sleeve stripes 
that were still being worn during the first 
three years of the Third Reich. The shoulder 
lanyards were awarded in varying degrees to 
Individuals for proficiency in shooting with 
wea pons ranging from personal firearms up 
to and including anti-aircraft guns. 

The lanyard was worn across the right 
breast. the plaque end being s us pended by 
its loop from a s mall horn button positioned 
underneath the right s houlder-strap and the 
other end having Its loop attached to a tunic 
button on the front of the garment being 
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worn. The lanyard was only worn on the 
Service Dress Tunic. the Uniform Tunic and 
the Flying Blouse. In the case of the Service 
Dress Tun I<' the loop was attached to the top 
but ton of the open neck tunic. On th<' 
Uniform Tunic it was worn from the second 
button down from the neck. when the tunic 
was worn with the collar closed at the neck. 
When the collar was worn open the lanyard 
appeared to be attached to the top (visible] 
button . The lanyard worn on the Flying 
Blouse was fitted to the hidden second 
button under the fly-front. The Marksman
ship Lanyard was worn for all official func
tions. parades. guard duty and when 
walking out. 

The categories of the Marksmanship Lan
yard were divided between three levels of 
achievement. each level distinguished by 
lanyards of different colours. These levels 
were subdivided into twelve grades of pro
ficiency. The twelve grades were marked by 
the addition of one, two or three acorns or 
shells. depending on the marksman's skill 
and type of weapon used. and in either silver 
of g ilt according to the level of achievement. A 

Grades 1 to 4: Personnel proficient in any 
of these four grades wore a lanyard con
structed from double-plaited blue-grey silk 
cords decorated with a lattice-work of bright 
silver-aluminium threads forming an overall 
pattern of s mall chevrons. The metal plaque 
of a Luftwaffe eagle and swastika surroun
ded by a wreath of oakleaves was in dull 
silver m eta l. The loops to the lanyard at both 
ends as well as the oval platted base to the 
plaque were of blue-grey silk flecked with 
bright silver-aluminium. The three ball
shaped s liders were formed of silver threads. 
The underside of the oval base was backed 
with a piece of blue-grey uniform cloth, cut 
to shape and sewn In position. This covered 
the me ta l prongs of the plaque and preven
ted them from becoming snagged on the 
uniform. The Grade l lanyard was worn 
without any acorn or shell. Grade 2 had the 
addition of a single silver-coloured acorn or 
a rtillery shell suspended by a single narrow 
s trand. approximately 4em long. of woven 
s ilver threads to the ball-shaped slider worn 
nearest the tunic front. Grade 3 was as 
before. but with two silver-coloured acorns 
or s hells. Grade 4 was again as described 

A Marksman,hlp lanyards were worn by all qualifying 
Luftwaffe J')('rs<>nnet. The artillery shells were worn by anll 
a~rcrafl personnel. acorns by a ll olhcr ~crvlcc personnel. 
To my knowledge the acorns were ron•trueted In both 
metallic threads aud In meta l whcrra' tht' shells were only 
produced In m('(;d. II should also bt• uutNtlhallheacoms 
and arllllcrv shell' were ne,·er m ixt'<l 

Third Group 
471 9th award 
472 10th award 
473 11th award 
474 12th award 
Fourth Group 
475 13th award 
476 14th award 
477 15th award 
478 16th award 
Fifth Group 
4 79 17th award 
480 18th award 
481 19th award 
482 20th award 
Sixth Group 
483 21st award 
484 22nd award 
485 23rd award 
486 24th award plus 
snipers' chevron 
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471 472 473 474 

475 476 477 478 

479 480 481 482 

483 484 485 486 
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left: The Luftwaffe Marks· 
manship Lanyard, Grade 1 
seen here correctly worn 
on the Fliegerbluse by a 
Feldwebel. He is distin
gUished as having served 
m Spain by the Spanish 
Cross with Swords, pinned 
to his right breast. Note 
also the lack of the Luft
waffe national emblem on 
the pre-1940 Flight Blouse 
and the trade badge, worn 
on the left forearm, for a 
qualified driver of motoc 
vehicles. 

Marksmanship lanyards 
Introduced in 1936 to 
replace the earlier, 
cumbersome system of 
silver-aluminium and green 
silk stripes wom on the 
tunic cuff to distinguish 
marksmen, the new system 
of lanyards came in twelw 
grades divided between 
three levels of achieve
ment. Three of these 
grades are illustrated here. 
487 Grade 1, the lowest 
grade. A lanyard made 
from blue-grey silk cords 
interwoven with a lattice
work of bright silver
aluminium threads forming 
a pattern of small 
chevrons. The loops at 
each end of the lanyard 
and the plaited base to tht 
dull silver metal plaque 
were of blue-grey silk 
flecked with bright silver
aluminium. The three ban
shaped sliders were 
formed of silver threads 
488 Grade 8. A lanyard 
made from silver
aluminium cords 
interwoven with small 
chevrons of dark blue-grey 
silk threads forming 
patterns of zigzags. The 



loops and the plaited base 
to the bright silver metal 
plaque were of si lver
aluminium and blue-grey 
threads interwoven in 
approximately equal 
amounts. The three sliders 
were formed of silver 

threads. The three bright 
si lver metal artillery shells 
distinguished this achieve
ment level of lanyard as 
being for the 8th grade of 
marksmanship skill for a 
member of the Luftwaffe 
anti-aircraft artillery 

489 

489 Grade 11. A lanyard 
made from blue-grey silk 
cords interwoven with a 
lattice work of gold 
threads forming a pattern 
of small chevrons. The 
loops at each end of the 
lanyard and the plaited 

base to the gold-coloured 
metal plaque were of blue
grey si lk flecked with gold 
threads. The three ball
shaped sliders were 
formed of gold-coloured 
threads. The two gilt
coloured acorns distin-

QUALIFICATION BADGES 

guished this achievement 
level of lanyard as being 
for the 11th grade of 
marksmanship skill. Acorns 
were worn by all qualifying 
Luftwaffe personnel other 
than those marksmen from 
Flak units 
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before. but with three silver-coloured acorns 
or shells. 

Grades 5 to 8: Lanyards for these g rades 
were of exactly the same construction as 
previously described. but with a reversal of 
colouring to dis tinguish them from the rest. 
The double-plaited cords were of s ilver
aluminium threads interwoven with a zig
zag patterning of small. dark blue-grey s ilk 
threads. The metal plaque was of bright 
silver metal. The loops and the plaited base 
to the plaque were a mixture of silver
aluminium and blue-grey threads. The 
s liders were of silver threads. Grade 5 was as 
described above. G rade 6 had the addition of 
a s ingle silver acorn or shell. Grade 7 was 
ma rked by the addition of two s ilver acorns 
or shells. Grade 8 lanyards were distin
guished by having three silver acorns or 
shells. 

Grades 9 to 12:These lanyards were of the 
same construction as those previously des
cribed. but these four higher grades were 
distinguished by the gold-coloured metal 
plaque. ball-shaped s liders and gold
coloured threads interwoven into the blue
grey silk double-pla ited cords to form a 
patterning of small gold chevrons. Grade 9 
was as described above. Grade I 0 was dis
tinguished by the addition of a s ingle gilt 
acorn or a rtillery s hell. Grade II had two gilt 
acorns or shells. Grade 12. the highest 
award. was marked by the addition of three 
gilt acorns or artillery s hells. 

Aiguillettes and Service Badge Cords 

Three distinct patterns of aiguillette were 
worn by various grades of offi cers and 
officials. 
1. The s ilver-aluminium-coloured Dress 
Aiguillettes of the pattern as illustrated by 
Fig. 490. were worn by all officers up to and 
including the rank of Oberst. 
administration officials of equivalent rank. 
officers of the Engineer Corps and the Corps 
of Navigational Experts. Inspectors of Music 
and Bandmasters of all grades A 

2. For those ranks above Oberst. that is 
officers and officials of general's status. matt 
gold-coloured Dress Aiguillettes of a 
different pattern were worn. These cords 
were similar in construction to those worn 
by senior officers of the Navy (Kriegsmarine) . 
This pattern is illustrated by Fig. 491 . 

A The {new) bright aluminium aigui llcttcs were 
In I roduct'd in April 1935 when I he new Evening Dress 
uniform was Introduced into the Luftwaffc.42 Atguillettcs 
had ex isted prior to this date. but those former patterns 
were made ofmatt·aluml nlum cording. 
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3. Aiguillettes worn by officers appointed as 
adjutants. a nd officers on special duties 
(Offiziere z. b .V) were cons tructed of matt
a luminium cording. This pattern is 
illustrated by Fig. 492. Unlike the Dress 
Aigu illettes worn as an accoutrement to the 

490 Dress aiguillettes in 
matt-silver aluminium as 
worn by all grades of 
Luftwaffe officers, adminis· 
tration officials, officers of 
the Engineer Corps and the 
Corps of Navigational 
Experts, plus Inspectors of 
Music and Bandmasters of 
all grades below the rank 
of General major 

491 The all-gold Dress 
Aiguillettes as worn by 
officers, officials, etc., from 
the rank of Generalmajor 
and above. The con
struction of these 
aiguillettes is very similar 
to those worn in the 
German Navy by senior 
officers of the rank of 
grand admiral, admiral, 
vice-admiral, and rear
admiral as well as 
corresponding ranks in the 
Marinebeamten. However, 
the Luftwaffe version did 
not have the gilt metal 
'tags' 

492 All silver-aluminium 
Duty Aiguillettes for wear 
by Luftwaffe officers 
appointed as adjutants. On 
those occasions when an 
adjutant was required to 
parade with the officers 
and men of his unit formed 
up for a full-dress parade, 
the adjutant wore Duty 
Aiguillettes, not Parade 
Aguillettes and most 
definitely not the two 
patterns of aiguillete worn 
together 



Right: Ernst Udet bemg 
,eeted by French ace, 
Michel Detroyat, le 
Bourget, France, October 
1937. Generalmajor Udet 
~wearing the General 
Officer's Second-Pattern 
dress aiguillettes in gold. 

Right: Adjutant and Com· 
manding Officer. The 
Adjutant, an Oberleutnant, 
standing, wearing duty 
a1Quilettes, shows a note 
to his Commanding 
Officer, an Oberstleutnant. 
Both are from one of the 
three luftwaffe formations 
entitled to wear the Com
memorative Honour Title 
'Legion Condor'. 

AIGUILLE'ITES AND SERVICE BADGE CORDS 
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Dress uniform. the adjutants' algulllettes 
were worn as a mark of office. 

All three patterns were worn around the 
right shoulder and across the right chest. 
one end being fastened to a small horn 
button underneath the right shoulder-strap. 
the other end being secured. through s mall 
loops. to the shank of the top tunic button. 
Items I and 2 were worn with Parade Dress. 
Full Dress. Walking-Out Dress. Formal 
Daytime and Evening Full Dress. Wearing 
the algulllettes was compulsory for parades 
held on Hitler's birthday (20 April). and for 
parades In the presence of Hitler and of 
Goring. although these stipulations were 
probably not so strictly adhered to In 
wartime. Item 3. the adjutant's cords. were 
worn on the tunic and the cloth greatcoat. 
and occasionally th e leather greatcoat. when 
these garments were worn as Field Dress. 
Service Dress. Reporting Uniform and 
Parade Ores . 

Service Badge Cords (Dienstabzelchen) 
were worn by officers and NCOs. male and 
female. when on duty and engaged In 
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specific tasks. such as Duty Officer (Offlzier 
von Dienst). supervising the take-off of 
aircraft (Leiter des Startdlenstes). Duty NCO 
for the Day (Unterofflzlere von Tagesdlenst). 
Transport Leaders (Transportftihrer). 
Loading Officers (Vcrladeofflzlere). 
Direction-Finder Operators and their 
equivalent (Peilfluglelter und derglelchen). 
and those on duty In telephone exchanges. 
The badge consisted of a bright yellow 
plaited cord with an overall length of 82cm. 
It had a small loop at each end and one end 
was fitted with two bright 
aluminium-coloured metal devices at the 
end of two lengths of yellow cording. one 
8 .5cm long. the other ll .5cm In length. It 
was worn around the right shoulder with 
the two loops fastened to a small button 
located under the right shoulder-strap with 
the metal devices lying on the front of the 
shoulder. This distinction was worn on the 
Service Tunic. the Uniform Tunic. the Flight 
Blouse and the Greatcoat. The Item Is 
illustrated by Fig. 493. It was Introduced 
Into the Luftwaffe In April 1935.4 2 

493 The all-yellow service 
badge cords 



Below left: An NCO of 
the Day wearing Duty 
Cord>. 

Below right: The 
swearing-in of new 
recruits. Men of the Air 
Warfare School Gatow 
(luhkriegsschule Gatow) 
take the oath of allegiance 
to their Fuhrer, 10 Novem
ber 1937. The standard
bearer, a Stabsfeldwebel, 
wears both the Colour
Bearer's Arm Shield (right 
upper arm) and the 
Luftwaffe gorget. 

Gorgets (Ringkragen) 

The gorgets described here had certain 
features In common. They were manufac
tured from pressed metal. half-moon or 
kidney-shaped. with ·corner' bosses and 
with a raised central design in either 
pressed or cast metal fixed to the gorget 
plate by metal prongs. These prongs. which 
were bent over on the back of the plate. 
were usually covered by woollen cloth cut 
to shape and glued in position. Each gorget 
was hung around the neck by a 'chain' of 
flexible metal links. One end was anchored 
to the back of the plate. the other was 
hooked to a short. flat metal prong. Some 
gorgets had a second. longer. flat metal 
prong fitted on the back of the plate that 
allowed the gorget to be clipped to the front 
of the tunic. This ensured that the gorget 
laid flat against the wearer's chest. effect
ively stopping it from bouncing about. 

Luftwaffe Standard-Bearers' Gorget 
Standard-bearers when on duty wore a 

GORGET$ (RINGKRAGEN) 

gorget of a special design. It was a matt. 
silver-coloured, heavy alloy half-moon 
shaped plate with a raised rim and bearing a 
central design of the Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika in an attitude of flight and with the 
swastika set within a wreath of oakleaves. 
This design was in turn set on a stand of six 
draped flags. three to each side. This design 
and the two corner bosses were all in dark 
'antique silver· finish. The neck chain con
sisted of a series of metal alloy rings joined 
together alternately by narrow. flattened 
alloy 'tubes·. The gorget was 18cm wide and 
12cm deep and had a blue-grey wool cloth 
backing covering the underside of all the 
mountings and fittings {Fig. 494). 

Regiment 'General Goring' Standard
Bearers' Gorget 
The gorget worn by standard-bearers of the 
Regiment 'General Goring· was of polished. 
nickel-plated metal with a raised rim. The 
central design consisted of the six-sided 
Prusslan Police star on the centre of which 
was set a circlette containing a series of 
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Standard-Bearers' 
Gorgets: 
494 Gorget for standard
bearers of Luftwaffe units 
495 Sorget for standard
bearers of the Regiment 
'General Goring' 

Left: The Colour Party 
from Regiment 'General 
Goring'. For some un
explained reason the NCO 
colour-bearer is wearing 
the normal Luftwaffe 
Standard-Bearer's gorget. 

Right: Generalmajor 
Helmuth Felmy, Command
ing General and Supreme 
Commander of Air District 
VII, presenting a Luftwaffe 
Flak artillery unit with its 
new Colour. The Domplatz, 
Halberstadt, 1 March 
1937. The Unteroffizier on 
the far left wears the 
Luftwaffe Colour-Bearer's 
gorget and carrying sash, 
but not, interestingly, the 
Standard-Bearer's Arm 
Shield. 

GORGETS (RINGKRAGENI 

small oakleaves and surrounding a swastika 
set on Its point. This design was flanked on 
each side by a stand of six draped flags with 
streamers. three flags each side. The gorget 
had corner bosses standing proud from the 
surface. The star and the oakleaf circlette 
were In matt-silver finish . The swastika was 
also In silver on a black-painted background 
and the stand of flags and the two bosses 
were In gilt finish . The neck chain consisted 
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of a series of interlocked, s lightly twisted. 
circular s ilver metal r ings (Fig. 495 ). 

Colou r-Bearers' Arm Shields 

Colour-bearers of both the Luftwaffe and the 
Regiment 'Gen eral Goring· wore arm shields. 
In those units of the Luftwaffe that carried 
uni t Colours (flying, a nti-aircraft a r tillery 
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and a ir s ignals units). th e sh ield was of the 
design as shown in the illustration below. 
According to the type of unit, th e colour 
of the Luftwaffe Colours. both obverse and 
reverse, featured on the arm shield matched 
the colour of the unit's Waffenfarbe. The 
designs were worked in both silver
aluminium threads and coloured silks on to 
a backing of blue-grey cloth. 

Colour-bearers of the Regiment 'General 
Goring· wore arm shields of a shape, size 
and background colour iden tical with those 
described above for Luftwaffe units, but in 
place of the crossed Luftwaffe Colours in 
either bright red . gold-yellow or light brown, 
the colours displayed on the arm shields 
used by the Regiment were miniature 
versions of the full size Colour borne by the 
Regiment (Fig. 497).A 

Colour-bearers· arm shields were worn on 
the right upper arm of Service Tunic. the 
Uniform Tunic and the Flight Blouse by 
those persons appointed to act as colour
bearers. However, it is not uncommon to 
find contemporary photographs showing 
Luftwaffe personnel carrying unit Colours 
where they are not wearing these arm 
shields. In addition to the arm shield. 
gorgets of a s pecial design as well as carrying 
sashes were also worn . 

Personal Side-Arms and 
Accoutrements 

Bayonet Knots , Sword Knots, Dagger 
Knots 
Side-arm knots. referred to in the Luftwaffe 
as "Faustriemen·. were worn by the rank and 
file with all o rders of dress except Field a nd 
Service Dress. These Faustriemen were 
very similar in construction to those used by 
mounted troops of the Army. but the leather 
strap as used in the Luftwaffe was always 
blue-grey. 

Figure 498 shows that the Luftwaffe Faus
triemen was made up of four parts: 
A The blue-grey leath er strap (Leder
riemen). 
B. The plaited leath er slide (Schieber). gen
erally in one of four colours. 

A The whole subject of Flags. Standards and Colours. 
together with their associated insignia and 
accoutrements are dealt with In great detail In my Flags & 
Standards of the Third Reich. Army. Navy and Air Force. 
publis hed In 1975 by the then firm of MacDonald and 
Jane"s of London (ISBN 0 356 04879 9). Although this 
work is now out of print. copies arc held by certain public 
libraries and reference to this book should elicit far more 
detail on this subject than is given here. 

Colour-Bearers' Arm 
Shields: 
496 Arm shield of the 
pattern worn by colour
bearers of various 
branches of the Luftwaffe 
497 Arm shield of the 
pattern worn by colour
bearers of the Regiment 
'General Goring' 

Faustriemen and 
Portepee Component 
Parts: 
498 The Faustriemen: 
A the strap; B the slide; 
C the crown; D the tassel 
499 The Portepee: E the 
cord; B the slide; F the 
stem; C the crown; D the 
tassel 

Methods of tying-on the 
Portepee and 
Faustriemen: 
500 The all-si lver
aluminium Portepee worn 
on the Flyer's Dagger 
(Fiiegerdolch) 
501 The Portepee worn on 
the Officers' Dagger 
(Offizierdolch) 
502 The Faustriemen worn 
on the leather frog for the 
Model M84/98 bayonet 
503 The silver-aluminium 
Portepee worn on the 
bayonet frog 



C. The crown. in one of six colours. 
D. The tassel. with just two exceptions. in 
either dark green or slate grey. 

Faustriemen were worn by being tied to 
the leather frog (Fig. 502) which held the 
scabbard of the bayonet and which in turn 
was hung from the leather wa ist-belt. 

The distinctive colours used on the com
ponent parts of the Faustricmen indicated 
with precision th e wearer"s squadron . 
battery or company. Seven colours were 
employed for this purpose: 

Dark green Staff } 
White 1st unit 
Bright red 2nd unit 
Gold-yellow 3rd unit 
Cornflower- 4th unit 
blue 

Golden 
brown 
Pink 

5th unit } 

6th unit 

These colours 
were used by 
the Luftwaffe in 
the same 
sequence as 
those used 
in the Army. 
Colours 
peculiar to 
the Luftwaffe. 

PERSONAL SIDE-ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

Officer candidates (Fahnenjunker) with 
the rank of Gcfreiter. Untcroffizier. and 
UnterfeldwebcVUnterwachtmeister wore the 
Faustriemen appointed to be worn by 
NCOs. The bayonet knot had a blue-grey 
leather strap. a blue-grey plaited leather 
slide. a dark green silk crown entwined with 
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503 
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Left: Surrounded by 
members of the other 
armed services and 
civilians, most of whom 
appear to be members of 
the National Socialist 
Party, two officers of the 
luftwaffe watch a display 
of flying skill at the Focke
Wulf airfield. Both wear 
the 1937-pattern Officer's 
Dagger (Offizierdolch). 

Left: Generals Udet and 
Milch with other German 
officers and senior French 
Air Force officers, photo
graphed in Paris, 9 October 
1937. The Luftwaffe Corps 
of Engineer officer on the 
extreme right of the photo
graph carries the Flieger
dolch, the Oberst next to 
him wears the Offizier
dolch, while General der 
Flieger Milch (in Greatcoat) 
wears the Stichdegen. 

PERSONAL SIDE-ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

a patterning of s ilver-alum inium threads 
and a n alum inium-colourecl tassel (sec also 
page J 07 for other uniform distinctions). 

was to wear what coloured Faustricmcn 
were set out in Luflwaffen-Verordnungsblat.t 
Nr. 7 dated I April 1935. p. 33. Order Nr. 77 
issued 21 March 1935. These instruct ions 
in tabula r for m. together with the General 
Hemarks. arc given here: 

The pattern of Faustriemcn used through
out the Luftwaffe was introd\JCCd in March 
1935 and the instruct ions relating to who 

Colours of Faustriemenfor oth e r ran.ks of the L uftwaffe (excluding officer candidates in 
the rank ofGefre ite r) Order Nr. 77,21 Ma rc h 1935. 

Headquarter Units Head- I. I Icadquartcrs of Flying Squadrons Flying Squadrons 
and Higher S taffs. qua.-tc1·s Groups that arc not in- Batteries Anti-Aircraft. Bat-
Headquarter Units of Flying dependent Battalions Com- teries and Com-
of Flying Schools Groups and/or Staffs. pan ics pan ics 
and Senior Teach- 2. Airfield Jieadquar tcrs Air Signals Com-
ing Establish- Munitions Establis h- pa nics 
menls. Hcadquar- ments (LJ 
lers of Flying Flying Groups (Z) 
Squadrons. lnde- Flying Groups (P) 
pendent Battalions 
and/or Staffs. 
Standby Flying 
Units of the RLM. 

Colou r of the Crown Colour Colour 
a nclthe Tassel of t he Crown the of the of the 
(slider b lue-grey) and the S lider Slider Crown 

Tassel (Tassel 
blue-grey) 

Dark g reen as for I 
above 

I dark green while I white while 
2 dark green bright red 2 white b r ight red 
3 dark green gold-yellow 3 white gold-

yellow 
4 whi te cornflower-

b lue 
5 white light 

brown 
6 bright red white 
7 bright red bright red 
8 brig h t red gold -

yellow 
9 bright red cornflower-

blue 
10 brigh t red light 

b rown 
as for 2 
above 
clark green cornflower-

blue 

General Hemarks: 
1. The Headquarters of Flying Squadro ns usc the Fautriemen of their Headquarters . 
2. The Air District S ignals Companies. as well as all Instruc tion Detachments. Headquarters 
Instruction Compa nies. Instruction Groups. Specia list Instruction Courses. etc. . the 
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Faustrlemen of No. 1 Company (or Battery) Is worn. If there are a number of units In these 
Instructional Detachments. etc .. the Faustrlemen wm show the number of units beginning 
with No. I Company (or Battery). 
3. For Flying Schools the Faustrlemen show the number of available units beginning with 
No. I Company or Battery. 
4a. The Headquarters Units and Higher Staffs and their Immediate subordinates. and 
4b. all other units shown will carry the Faustrlemen of the Unit to which they have been 
apportioned by the Economic Supply Unit. 

Order Nr. 400, 18 March 1936 
Further coloured side-arm knots were added to the March 1935 list when In March I 936 
the following Information was published.43 

Squadrons Flying Squadrons 
Batteries Anti-Aircraft Batteries and Companies 
Companies Air Signals Companies 

Colour 
of the Slider of the Crown (Tassel blue-grey) 

II gold-yellow white 
12 gold-yellow bright red 
13 gold-yellow gold-yellow 
14 gold-yellow cornflower-blue 
15 gold-yellow light brown 

The continuing development of the Luftwaffe over the next months brought about an 
Increase In Air Force units appointed to wear Faustrlemen together with the addition of the 
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Above: The President of 
the Air Protection League 
(das Reichsluftschutzbuno1 
Generalleutnant a.O. 
Grimme (centre) and 
Generalleutnant Milch 
(second from right) hsten 
intently to a speech being 
given by Hermann Goring 
before an assembly of 
18,000 people held in the 
Sportpalast, Serlin, 14 
November 1935. The 
officer seated at the left d 
the photograph, Oberst· 
leutnant loertzer, is holcl
ing the Fliegefschwert 
(Flyer's Sword). 



Headquarter Units 
anc! Hig her Staffs. 
Headquarter Units 
of flying Schools 
and Senior Teaching 
Establis hments . 
Headquarters of 
Flying Squadrons. 
Regiments. 
Independent Flak 
Detachments, A 

Flying, etc .. Schools, 
Standby Flight 
section of the RLM. 

Colour of 

PERSONAL SIDE-ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

colour pink to distinguish the side-arm knots worn by new units. It is of interest to note that 
the colour ligh t brown used in the 1935 table appears as golden-brown in the 1936 table 
g iven below. and that the colour of cornflower-blue that is used in both tables and which was 
a description borrowed from the Army is seldom used after 1936. being referred to instead 
within the Luftwaffe as dark blue. 

Order Nr. 813,26 June 1936 
Published in Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatl Nr. 27 dated 6 July 1936. pages 3 18-19. Order 
Nr. 8 13 and issued 26 June 1936 was the following table: 

Headquarters of: Squadrons 
Flying Groups Batteries 
Non-Independent Detachments. etc .. Companies 
Courses and Courses for Schools 

Independent Courses 
Headquarters of Operational Airfields 
Headquarters of Flak Artillery Ranges 
Munitions Establis hme n ts (L). 
Flying Groups (ZA). 
flying Groups (P). 

Colour of Colour of 

the Slide the Crown the Slide the the Slide the 
and the Tassel Crown Crown 

and the and the 
Tassel Tassel 

(blue-
grey) 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 

blue-grey dark green I Group, etc. white dark the col- within 
green our of the 

Groups, 
etc .. 

II Group. etc. bright red dark the Slide accor-
green of ding to 

the 
Ill Group, etc. gold- dark their number 

yellow green Group. of units 
etc. in the fol-

lowing 
s ucces-
s ion: 

IV Group. etc. white 
and Headquarters bright red 
Operational Air- gold-
fields, Headquar-

Corn-
yellow 

ters. Flak Artillery corn-
Ranges flower- flower-
Munitions Establ. blue b lue 
(L) golden-
Flying Groups (ZA) brown 
Flying Groups (P) pink 
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Gene ral Remarks: 
A. The following are worn: 

I. Headquarters of Squadrons. Headquarters of Batteries. Industrial Batteries. Air 
Signals Companies of Leading Air Fields and Air Si~na ls Sections of Headquar ters of 
Operational Airfields. H 

2. The Medica l Detachments (Battalions) of the Air Dis tricts wear the Faustriemen of the I 
Company. 

3. The Air S ignals Schools Courses wear the Faustriemcn of Nr. I Group. 
The Training and Research Detachments wear th e Faustriemen ofNr. 11 Group. 
Flying Groups of Air Signals Schools wear the Faustrlemen ofNr. Ill Group. 

4. The Air Signals Battalions wea r the Faus triemen of Nr. I Group. 
The Air S ignals Replacement Battalions wear the Faustrlcmen of Nr. ll Group. 

B. If these Instruc tion Battalions and Instruction Groups consist of a number of units the 
Faustriemen will be issued according to the required number beginning with 'white' -see 
column 7 of table. 
C. Replacem ent o r Recruitment Units. for example Replacement Companies or Replace

ment Batteries. have a dark green slide. the colour of their Faustrclmcn tassels being 
blue-grey with the crown in a colour according to the number of available Replacement 

Units in the following order: while. bright red. gold-yellow. cornflower-blue. golden 
brown and pink. 
Under paragaph D (not listed here in full ) instructions were promulgated regarding the 
scaled pattern of newly introduced F'austriemen being available at the Air District 
Comma nds together with the procedure to follow for the exchange of surplus knots no 
longer required when units underwent a change of colour. 

Order Nr.833, 25June 1937 
Three further coloured s ide-arm knots were added In June 1937. a ll o f which were bo th 
distinctive in colouring and different from the system of colours employed to indicate 
numbcred·units. 
For the Other Ranks of 1. Mili tary flight Training Establishments. 2. Anti-Aircraft Machine
Gun Reserve Units and 3. the men of Special Sections of the Luftwaffe the following were 
introduced: 
I .... an all gold-yellow F'austriemen } 
2 . ... a n a ll bright red f austriemen All three knots had the usual blue-grey 
3 .... a n all slate grey Faustriemen leather stra p . 
These items were introduced by orders published In Luflwaffcn-Verordnungsblatt Nr. 29 
dated 5 July 1937. p. 378. Order Nr. 833 Issued 25 June 1937. 

• In September 1936 th<' ~ntry 111 the table ror 
Independent ~lak Detachments' was deleted and n·plact'd 

by 'Flak Sec lions or Air District Command VI' Rcr· 
l.uftwarren-Verordnunl(,blall Nr. 37. daled 14 St')>t(•mbcr 
I 936. p. 464. Order Nt . I 139 Issued 3 September 1936. 

11 The last lwo en tr ies in A I 'A ir S il(nals Companies or 

The Portepee 
Two patterns of the all silver-aluminium 
Portepee were used within the Luftwaffe, 
both having identical componen t parts (see 
F'ig. 499). The length of the cord for the 
Portepee worn on the Flyer's Dagger 
(fliegerdolch) (Fig. 500) was approximately 
40cm. This measurement was calculated as 
being the distance from the top edge of the 
slide to the end of the loop in the cord whe n 
the cord was laid out straigh t. It was an 
approximate measurement as the examin
a tion of a number of such Portepees s how a 
variance in length of cord by as much as 
2cm. The length of the cord used on the 
Officers· Dagger (Offizierdolch ) (Fi~. 50 1) 
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teadlni.(Air fl~lch' and Air Sll(n.Jh !,et•llons or 
Headquarters orOpernt•onal Air flrld~· were deleted and 
replar!'d In )}('<'ember 1936 by 'Piic~nhorst<• Kompanie 
and ollwr tlllil~ allached to Fllcl(trlwr~l llg,·. lld: 
Lurtwanl'II-Vc rordnunl(sblall N1. 52 ddll'd 2 1 D<·cembcr 
1 9~16. p. 660. Ordc1 Nr. 1680 issued II ))t('('mbcr 1936. 

was m uch shorter. being only a pproximately 
23cm long. Other Portepees s howed 
measurements from between 22cm to 25cm. 
in le ngth . 

The first pattern of s ide-arm worn within 
the Luftwaffe was the flyer's Dagger (Fiieg
erdolch). a d ress item inherited from the 
DLV. It was worn by all ofnccrs. those NCOs 
permi tted to wear it (Unteroffiziere mit 
Porlepee) and officer candidates (Fahn
riche). The dagger had an overall length of 
48cm and was worn with the 40cm-long 
s ilver-aluminium Portepee. Other personnel 
permitted to wear it were pilots. observers. 
wireless-operators and fligh t mechanics of 

Right: The ceremonial 
lying in state of General· 
major Gablenz, Ministerial 
Director Professor Doctor 
Krummel and Bordfunker 
Oberleldwebel Klaer in the 
'Haus der Flieger' in Bertin, 
25 August 1942. General
feldmarschall Milch places 
the Knight's Cross of the 
War Merit Cross on the 
Order Cushion of General· 
major Gablenz. 



NCO status. NCOs without Portepee but who 
had b<•en awarded a Oying badge. and lower 
rank personnel. were all permitted to wear 
thr Flyer's Dagger but without the Por
tt'pec. 11 

In O<·tober 1937. when the authorities 
introduc-rd a new pattern of Luftwaffe 
daAA<'r, the wearing of the F'hegerdolch was 
confint'd to Oying personnel undergoing in
struc-t ion up to the completion of their ntght 
tralnln~. and ofncer candidates whilst 
awaiting tht'ir <'OmmissJOns. Unless the 
F'liegerdokh had been presented to an in
dividual for a specific reason. In which case 
he was permitted to continue wearing the 
former daMer. all Luftwaffe ofncers were 
requlrt'd to wt'ar the new-pattern dagger. 

In 1937 the new design of Officers· Dagger 
(Offizlerdolch) worn with the 23cm-long 
sliver-aluminium Portcpe<' was Introduced 
for wear by all Luftwaffe officers. officials of 
ofnccr rank. offit'crs of the Engineer Corps 
and ofnccrs of the SA Regiment 'f'eldherrn
halle· when wearing their Luftwaffe uniform. 
This new daMcr was required to replace the 
former F'ltegerdolch. where this had been 
worn. by I October of that year. or was to be 
taken Into U'><' by newly <'Ommissloned 
officers on or after I October 1937 

In June 1937H the wearing of this new 
dagger was extended to include Oberfahn
richc. Unterartze. Oberfeuerwerker and 
Beamtcnanwartcn (administrative ofncials 
candidates) In the rank range of an Oberfcld-
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webel. once they had passed their examin
ations for Officer grade. 

On 12 March 194046 all Portepeeunter
offlziere were author ized to wear the dagger 
complete with the silver-aluminium Par
tepee as well as all NCOs and other ranks. 
including Fahnriche. of the Oying crews of 
the Luftwaffe. 

l84 

The Luftwaffe Sword and the 
Sword for General Officers 
The Luftwaffe Introduced three swords to 
be worn by selected personnel at various 
limes. The Flyer's Sword (Fiiegersch
wert) was Introduced In 1934 for use by all 
officers and NCOs with Portepee. but not 
officer candidates. When worn with Field 

left: Airmen taking an 
interest in the purchase of 
a songbird. Just visible on 
the left side of the waist· 
belt of the Unteroffizier 
nearest the camera is the 
Mauser K98 bayonet. 

Right: Rittmeister Manfred 
von Richthofen, born 
Schweidnitz 2 May 1892, 
killed in action 21 April 
1918 over Amiens. 



Dress it was attached to the blue leather 
frog su-;pended from under the pocket nap 
of the left side pocket of the tunic. rt was 
also worn with the brocade parade waist
belt (but not by NCOs) while wearing 
Service Ores'>. Reporting Uniform and 
Parade Dress. No Portepee was worn with 
the sword. Generals ceased to wear the 

CUFF-TITLES 

Flyers' Sword once the General Officers· 
Sword (Stichdcgcn). was Introduced. There 
were two models of this sword. The first
model carried the Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika on Its shell guard: the second
model had the Luftwaffe ea~le and swas
tika mounted on the front of the wire
bound white-Ivory (deluxe models) or white 
celluloid (standard model) grip. The hilt 
was gilt. 

Cuff-Titles 

Cuff-titles worn In the Luftwaffe can be 
divided into four dtsllnct groups: 
1. Commemorative Honour cuff-titles were 
those worn by personnel of Luftwaffe units 
that carried the name of a famous person
ality or location. These were known as 
'Errtnerungsband ·. 
2. Great War Honour Titles, referred to as 
' Krlegserlnnerungsband' were those Items 
specially Introduced to commemorate 
former service In the Air Arm squadrons of 
the Great War. named after their squadron 
commanders. These titles were among the 
first to be Introduced Into the new Luftwaffe. 
3. Formation Titles Cuff-titles worn by 
personnel of certain <'lite or specialist for
mations displayed the name of the unit or 
the formation. 
4. Campaign Titles Cuff-titles awarded to 
members of the Wehrmacht. Including the 
Luftwaffe. to Indicate a specific period of 
active service In a theatre of war. 

A limited number of other cuff-titles have 
been Included In this coverage which. while 
not actually being Luftwaffe titles. do how
ever come within the scope of this work. 

The first two categories of cuff-titles given 
above are closely related and require some 
explanation as to how they evolved. The very 
first cuff-titles issued to certain members of 
the Luftwaffe were Commemorative Honour 
Titles. Instructions were lssued47 that from 
the 14 March 1935 officers. NCOs and other 
ranks of the Fliegergruppe Doberttz were to 
wear on thl'lr Service Dress (Tuchrock). on 
the upper part of the right cuff. a 3.3cm
wlde cuff-title of dark blue cloth bearing the 
Inscription 'Jagdgeschwader Rtchthofen·. 
This was In sliver-aluminium embroidery for 
officers. and matt-grey colton yarn for NCOs 
and other ranks. 

On 3 April 1935 further Instructions were 
lssued48 whereby two more Commemorative 
Honour Titles were Instituted to be worn by 
officers. NCOs and other ranks of the 
Flieger-Geschwaders Schwerin. the home 
base for Geschwader lmmelmann. and 
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Flleger-Geschwaders Fassberg. the base for 
Gcschwader Boelckc. These title. like the 
first. were to be worn on the right cuff of the 
Service Dress and by officers on the Flight 
Blouse and While Summer Tunic in the 
corresponding position as previously des
tribed. The bands were 3.3cm wide. of dark 
blue cloth and with the Inscription 'Gesch
wader lmmelmann' and 'Geschwader 
Boelcke' respectively. In sliver-aluminium 
embroidery for officers and matt-grey cotton 
stitching for NCOs and other ranks. These 
two new titles. as with the previous 'Jagdge-
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schwadcr Rlchthofen· title. were an Issue 
Item to NCOs and other ranks and were 
required to be purchased by officers. 

Further supplementary Information was 
Issued a few days later49 regarding these 
Commemorative Honour Titles. Those 
members of the new Luftwaffe Rlchthofen. 
lmmelmann and Boelcke Squadrons who 
had seen service In the original wartime 
units bearing those names. within the 
period from the date when the squadrons 
were raised to the end of the Great War. were 
Instructed to wear new cuff-titles similar to 

504 The first pattern of 
War Honour Title for wear 
by members of the new 
Richthofen Squadron who 
had seen sefVice during 
the Great War as ~ 
of the original Jagdges
chwader Richthofen 



left: The anniversary of 
the death of Manfred von 
RIChthofen was marked 
each year throughout 
Ge!many by coinciding 
with the Day of the 
Gelman Air Fofce, 21 April. 
Men of the Jagdgesch
!lildef Richthofen stand 
guard over the grave of 
"le first World War ace in 
the lnvalidenfriedhof, 
Bertin, 21 April1935. 

Right: The Luftwaffe 
Great War Honour Title 
worn by members of the 
former Jagdgeschwader 
RKhthofen Nr.l . 

Right: From left to right: 
Generalfeldmarschall 
~nn GOring, Adolf 
~. Paul Schmidt 
loffkial translator to 
Hitler) and Count Ciano, 
halian Foreign Mimster. 
Goring is clearly seen 
wearing the new-style 
Great War Honour Title on 
the right cuff of his ldeiner 
Rock. 

the pattern previously prescribed but with 
the addition of0.3cm wide silver-aluminium 
Russia braid along the upper and lower edge 
to the dark blue cloth band. In effect. with 
the Issue of these orders the first pattern of 
War Jlonour Tilles were Introduced. Persons 
to whom this applied were required to pur
chase these new-style War Honour Tilles 
themselves. Sealed patterns of the new titles 
were sent to the Rlchlhofen. lmmelmann 
and Boclcke Squadrons as well as the Sales 
Department of the RLM. 

However. these silver-aluminium edged 
War Honour Tilles had a short life for In 
October that year ( 1935) fresh instructions 
were lssucd50 that cancelled the previous 
order (Nr. 165. dated 23 April 1935) and 
withdrew that pattern of cuff-tille. 

On the authority of the Secretary of State 

CUFF-TITLES 

for Air. the decision was made to authorize 
the wearing of new-style War llonour Tilles 
by former members of the war-time Jagd
geschwader Rlchthofen Nr. 1 and the Jagd
staffel Boclcke Nr. 2. Irrespective of whether 
they were members of the new Luftwaffe 
'Tradition Squadrons· or not. 

The Inscription on the 3.3cm-wlde. dark 
blue cloth band for wear by former war-time 
members was In two lines and read: 

Jagdgeschwader 1917t 18 Frhr.v.Richthofen Nr. l 
and 

Jagdstaffel 1916t
18 Boclcke Nr.2 

The upper and lower edges to these bands 
were bordered by a strip of 0.3cm-wlde 

l87 



3. BADGES AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

silver-aluminium Russia braid. The bands 
were worn on the same uniforms and In the 
same manner as described above. 

Applications by personnel seeking per
mission to wear these new titles were 
accepted. via official channels, by the 
Relchsluftfahrtmlnlsterlum. Department 
L.P. Applications had to contain: 
1. The number of'kllls' and their location. 
2. Details of service with the war-time Jagd
geschwader Rlchthofen or the Jagdstaffel 
Boelcke. stating the periods of time served In 
these squadrons. 

Where former members were unable to 
supply such Information. and this Infor
mation was not available from other 
sources. special application had to be made. 
through the usual channels. to the Secretary 
of State for Air." Supplies of these cuff-titles 
were available for purchase at the personal 
expense of the wearer from the Sales Depart-
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ment of the Luftwaffe (Verkaufsabtellung 
der Luftwaffe). 

The samples of the previous. silver-edged 
War Honour Titles sent to the new Rich-

A This last stipulation was however tightened up by 
further I nstrucllons Issued In February 1937" whereby 
applications for permission to wear either oflhe two War 
HonourTIUes had In future to be forwarded to the RLM 
tDepi.LP) only If the applicant could prove hl8 'kills'. and 
were acknowledged by the Chef des Feld0u!(We8Cns or the 
Commanding General of the Air Fortt. Certtned proof of 
Lhe 'kllls' had to be madcbyp~ntlngeonOrmatlon or by 
producing the appropriate Krlegsrangllste (War Rank 
Llsl) that listed personnel In various unit~ Out even lh~ 
Instructions were added 10 a few monthslaler when. In 
June 1937.&2 further stipulations were Issued tal Proof 
had lo Jx produced oft he lndlvldual's membership In one 
oflhe two war-lime units. either by visual recognition or 
by production. as before. oflhe man'sentry In the 
appropriate War Rank List. (bl The Individual had to ha...
served In the unltln question for a minimum period or 
one year (after proving membership). or (c) having been 
wounded while a member of one or the I wo squadrons. 

left: Luftwaffe and army 
personnel study the coo
tents of a photograph 
album. The major holding 
the album is wearing the 
Great War Honour Title 
wom by members of the 
former Jagdstaffel Boeld::e 
Nr.2. 

left: The Luftwaffe Great 
War Honour Title worn by 
members of the former 
Jagdstaffel Boelcke Nr.2. 



thofen. lmmelmann and Bocleke Squadrons 
and the Sales Departmen t of the Luftwaffe 
were returned to the RLM. either for ex
change or withdrawal. Members of the 
Luftwaffe who had been former members of 
the Kriegsgeschwader Richthofen and 
Kriegsstaffcl Boelcke were allowed to ex
change their first-pattern War Honour Titles 
for the new-pattern titles free of charge. 

The War Honour Title with silver
aluminium edging for the Geschwader 
lmmelmann were withdrawn and returned 
to the Sales Department of the Luftwaffe 
who then credited the account of the re
turnee with the a ppropriate sum of money. 
This meant that those members of the new 
lmmclmann Squadron that had previously 
served In the Kriegsjagdstaffel lmmelmann 
no longer had a s pec ial War Honour cuff
ti tie. but just their original Commemora live 
l lonour Title. 

Despite the succession of orders issued In 
March. April and October 1935 on the 
subject of these Commemorative Honour 
Titles and War Honour Titles. further 
Instructions were issued In April 1936 that 
set out to qualify the obviously muddled 
sltuatton.53 Members of the war-time 
Geschwader Richthofen and Jagdstaffel 
Boclckc were only pcrmtlled to wear the new 
War Honour Tilles If they were regular 
scrvmg members of the new Luftwaffe 
'Tradition Squadrons' bearing the name 
Rlchthofen or Boclckc. or if they belonged to 
a Luftwaffe unit or formation for wh ich no 
cuff-ti tle had been authorized. If. however. 
these persons became permanent members 
of a Luftwaffe unit whic h already had its 
own lltl<' (and it was a t this period that a 
succession of new Commemorative Honour 
Titles were introduced . see below) they were 
required to take down their War Honour 
Ti tic for as long as they were a member of 
that unit and to wear the cuff-title of that 
unit. providing one had been authorized. 

These Instructions concluded by s tating 
that Commemorative Honour Titles issued 
to Individual troop formations were to be 
removed when such formations were 
detached from their parent unit. 

The final word on these War Honour Titles 
was publis hed in 193954 when it was stated 
that members of the Nalionalsozialistisches 
Flieger Korps (NSFKl. who had previous ly 
been members of the war-time Jagdge
schwadcr Richthofen Nr. I and Jagdstaffcl 
Boclcke Nr. 2. were permitted to wear the 
appropriate Luftwaffe War Honour Title on 
their NSF'K uniform. provided that authority 
had first been obtained In accordance with 
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'Anzugordnung fUr die Luftwaffe (LAO)' 
reference L.Dv.422. Abschnitt A. Item 76 on 
p. 149. and permission obtained from the 
Secretary of State for Air. 

Formation Cuff-Titles fo r Regiment 
'Gen eral Goring· 
lnstructlons were issued on 12 March 
193655 that with effect from I April 1936 
personnel of the Regiment 'General Goring· 
were to wear Luftwaffe blue-grey uniform 
with white Waffenfarbe. At the same time. all 
members of the Regiment were authorized 
to wear what was referred to as ·a special 
badge of distinction·. namely a 3.5cm-wide 
band of dark blue cloth bearing the inscrip
tion 'General Goring· in gothic lettering. 
This cuff-title was worn immediately above 
the upper edge of the turn-back cuff on the 
righ t forearm of the Service Dress by all 
ranks of the Regiment. and by regimental 
officers on the Flying Blouse and the white. 
Summer Tunic at a corresponding height. 
Distinctions were made in the cuff-titles 
worn by officers. NCOs and other ranks: 
l. Officers wore cuff-titles that had the 
inscription embroidered in s ilver
aluminium wire with a strip of 0.3cm-wide 
Russia b raid sewn along the upper and 
lower edges to the title. 
2. Cuff-titles worn by NCOs were worked in 
matt-grey cotton embroidery a nd 0.3cm
wide matt-grey Ru~sia braiding to the upper 
and lower edge of the cloth band. 
3. Other ranks wore a cuff-title with the 
inscription worked in matt-grey threads and 
without any edging. 

The Wearing o f Comme mo rative 
Honour Titles and Formation Cuff-Titles 
Instructions were laid down ('Anzugord
nung fUr die l,..uftwaffe (LAO) reference 
L.Dv.422. Abschnitt B. item 39'1 that 
commemorative honour titles were to be 
worn on the Service Dress jacket (Tuchrock) 
by all ranks. and by officers only on the 
white Summer Tunic (Sommcrrock fUr 
Offiziercl and Flying Blouse (Flicgerbluse). 
The wearing of these cuff-titles on other 
articles of u n iform clothing. s uch as the 
jacket of the offi cers· Mess Dress (1\bendge
sellschaftsanzuges) was in conflict with 
these instructions. 

The commemoratlve honour titles for the 
Richthofcn. Boelcke and lmmclmann 
Squadrons0 and Formation Cuff-Tilles 

11 Although these lnstnacllons were promulga ted In July 
J 93756 the rullnl( held good for ot her unlls pcrmttlcd to 
wear Commemorallv~ llonourTitles as and when they 
were introduced ts~~ other sections below). 
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authorized for wear by the Regiment 
'General Goring· were only permlted to be 
worn by those officers. NCOs and other 
ranks who were on the permanent staff of 
the relevant formations and who wore Its 
uniform. Officers of the Luftwaffe Reserve 
were permitted to wear commemorative 
honour titles and formation cuff-titles of 
their permanent unit or parent formation. 
Medical officers. junior doctors. NCOs and 
other ranks of the Medical Corps. ordnance 
officers (Offlziere(Wll and administrative 
officials were not authorized to wear either 
commemorative honour titles or formation 
cuff-titles. 

Commemorative Honour Title 'Geschwader 
Horst Wessel' 
On 24 March 1936. by order of the Fuhrer 
and Supreme Commander of the Wehr
macht. Instructions were lssued57 whereby 
all officers. NCOs and other ranks of the 
Fliegergeschwaders Dortmund. the home 

station for the 'Horst Wessel' Squadron. 
were to wear a Commemorative Honour Title 
with the Inscription 'Geschwader Horst 
Wessel'. The 3.3cm-wide dark blue cloth 
band had the gothic lettered inscription 
worked in silver-aluminium embroidered 
threads for officers. and matt-grey cotton for 
NCOs and other ranks. The cuff-title was 
worn just above the turn-back cuff on the 
right sleeve of the Service Dress by all ranks. 
and In a corresponding position on the 
white Summer Tunic and Flight Blouse by 
officers. 

Commemorative Honour Title 'Geschwader 
Hindenburg' 
By order of the Fuhrer and Supreme Com
mander of the Wehrmacht. instructions 
were Issued on 20 April 193658 for a Com
memorative Honour Title to be worn by all 
officers. NCOs and other ranks of the 
Fliegergeschwaders Grelfswald. the home 
base of the Kampfgeschwader Hindenburg. 

. . . - . ~----, ... -· .. '"""-'·~. . ... 
,, .4Jeeefsti>aber Jl)inberlbu~g- ·· 

.~:;) 
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Left : The Commemorative 
Honour Title worn by 
members of the Jagdgesdt 
wader Boelcke. 

Left: The Regiment 
'General Goring' formation 
cuff-title, shown here, of 
the type worn by the rank 
and file. 

Left: The 'General Goring' 
formation cuff-title as 
worn by officers of the 
Regiment. 

Left: The Commemorative 
Honour Title for members 
of the Geschwader 
Hindenburg. 

Left: The Commemorative 
Honour Title for members 
of the Geschwader General 
Wever. 



light: H1tler, Gonng and 
Vik1or Lutze, Chtef of Staff 
of the SA. Inspect the 
araafl of the new RKh
dlofen squadron dunng a 
ceremooy held on the old 
J111Y parade ground at 
Berhn-Oobentz. The 
squadron, equipped With 
Henschel He 51 biplanes, 
was formerly known as the 
Slurmabte.lung (squadron) 
'!lent Wessel'. 

The Inscription on the cuff-title was 'Gesch
wader Hlndenbur~f a nd the quality. col
ouring. size and method of wear were as 
described for the 'Horst Wessel' Title. 

Commemorative Honour Title 'Gescbwader 
General Wever' 
On the Instruction of Adolf Hitler as Leader 

CUFF-TITLES 

and Supreme Commander of the Armed 
F'orces. a ll officers. NCOs and other ranks of 
the Kampfgeschwaders Gotha. the home 
station of the General Wever Squadron were 
Instructed to wear a Commemorative 
Honour Title. 59 The gothic lettering on the 
cuff-title displayed the words 'Geschwader 
General Wever·. The size. quality. colouring 
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and method of wear were as described for 
the "l lorst Wessel" title. 

Commemorative Honour Title 'Jagd
geschwader Schlagete r ' 
On an order of the Fuhrer and Supreme 
Commander of the Wehrmacht Issued In 
December 193860 Instructions were given 
for all the officers. NCOs and other ranks of 
the Jagdgeschwader 132 to wear a Com
memorative Honour Title with the inscrip
tion in gothic lettering "Jagdgeschwader 
Schlageter·. The size of the cuff-title as well 
as the colouring. qualities and method of 
wear were as descnbed for the "Horst Wessel" 
tl tie. 

Commemorative Honour Title 'Legion 
Condor' 
By an order issued by the Fuhrer and 
Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht. all 
Officers. NCOs and other ranks of the 
following units were authorlt;ed to wear a 
dark blue cloth cuff-title with the Inscription 
"Legion Condor": personnel of Kampfgesch
wader 53. Flakregiment 9 and Luftnach
richten-Regiment 3.61 The colouring. 

Far left: Albert leo 
Schlageter. 

Below: Plotting pos1tions 
on a map from informat1011 
received via wireless trans· 
mission. Note the 'leg1on 
Condor' cuff-title. 



Right: The formation cuff
title for officers of the 1st 
Parachute Regiment. 

Right: The Formation cuff· 
title worn by other ranks 
~f the 1st Parachute 
Regim~nt. 

Right: An unusual 
formation cuff-title. Note 
the absence of a regi· 
mental number at the end 
)f the lettering. 

Right: An officer of the 
Paratroop Arm wearing the 
formation cuff-title 'Fall· 
schirm· Jager (?)'. The exact 
regimental number is not 
visible, but it is clear that 
contrary to orders the title 
is being worn after the 
start of hostilities. This is 
borne out by the war-time 
decoration this un-named 
Dberleutnant is wearing. 
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,~r-~ ., ~;-:-~ .• -- -y :;,.,: ~ ···, -~-~-~:-: 

fati5t'l,itm -lag~t !\gt.1 · ·. 

quality and method of wear for this cuff-title 
was the same as described for the 'Horst 
Wessel' title. 

Commemorative Honour Title 
'Tannen berg' 
On the order of the Fuhrer and Supreme 
Commander of the Wehrmacht issued in 
September 1939,62 all officers, NCOs and 
other ranks of Aufkliirungsgruppe 10 were 
authorized to wear a Commemorative 
Honour cuff-title with the inscription 
'Tannenberg·. The colouring. size. quality 
and method of wear were the same as that 
described for the 'Horst Wessel' cuff-title. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Fal1schirm.Jiiger 
Regtl' 
A 3 .3cm-wide mid-green cuff-title. a colour 
referred to as 'Jagergri.in', was instituted on 
19 August 1939 for personnel of the Para
chute Regiment Nr.l. It was inscribed in 
gothic lettering with the legend 'Fallschirm
jiiger Regt.1 ' and was worn on the right 
forearm of the Service Dress and the Flight 
Blouse. Its specifications for wear by of
ficers. NCOs and other ranks of the Para
chute Regiment were the same as those that 
applied to the Regiment 'General Goring·. 
Officers were distinguished by having the 
lettering embroidered on their titles in 
silver-aluminium threads and with a 0.3cm
wide strip of silver-aluminium Russia braid 
along both the upper and lower edge to the 
cloth title. NCOs had the same configur
ation. but the lettering and edging was in 
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off-white cotton yarn. while the cuff-titles for 
other ranks were without edging and with 
the gothic lettering also in off-white cotton 
threads. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Fallschirm-Jager 
Rgt.2' 
A cuff-title very similar to the previous. 1st 
Regiment title, in s ize. colour and quality as 
well as the method for wear. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Fallschirm-Division' 
Whereas the 1st and 2nd Parachute Regi
ments formed part of the Luftwa ffe para
chute force and their personnel wore their 
respective cuff-titles, as described above. the 
remaining members of 7.Flieger-(fall
schirm) Division. including the personnel of 
the Parachute School (Fallschirmschule) 
located a t Stendal wore a dark green (not 
mid-green) cuff-title enscribed 'Fallschirm
Division· in gothic lettering. This lettering 
was in s ilver-aluminium threads for officers 
and off-white cotton for NCOs a nd other 
ranks. Unlike the previous two Regimental 
cuff-titles. no edging was found on the two 
qualities of title worn by members of the 
Division . 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Fallschirm-Jager 
Rgt.3 ' 
Although only three cuff-titles are known to 
have been authorized: Fa llschirmjager 
Rgt.l. Fallschirmjager Rgt.2 and Fallschirm
Division, I ha ve seen a ma nufacturer's pre
war catalogue that listed a fourth cuff-title 
as Fa llschirmjager Rgt.3. It would seem that 

this was undoubtably a mistake. but as the 
item in question carried a price a nd a 
referen ce number it is safe to assume that 
these items were manufactured. albeit in a 
limited number . for sale to parachute per
sonnel direct. or to military outfitters re
quiring stock for sale over the counter. As 
far as I know. no actual examples have ever 
been 'discovered' by collectors. 

Parachute unit cuff-titles were supposed 
to have been withdrawn at the beginning of 
the war a nd were not permitted to be worn. 
This ruling. however. according to con-

faUsd;itln -1DWb;ion 
> • ~ -

•. - . 

~~~t b~l (uttroaffe. 
•• t•..l 
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Below: Another example 
of the Parachute formation 
cuff-title. 

505 The cuff-title 
purported to have been for 
wear by NCOs and other 
ranks of the 3rd Parachute 
Regiment 

Left: The 'fallschirm
Division' formation cuff
title, interestingly with 
silver Russia braid along 
top and bottom edge. 

Left: The Formation cuff· 
title for wear by other 
ranks of the War-Reporting 
Service of the Luftwaffe . 



Below: A member of the 
Luftwaffe war-reporting 
orgamzation. This Unter· 
offiz~er, seen here mter· 
viewmg a member of the 
Killer Youth, IS weanng 
!he Other Ranks version of 
!he 'Knegsbenchter der 
luftwaffe' formation cuff· 
otle 

Below right: A Spec1ahst 
Officer and a member of 
the Kriegsbenchter der 
Luhwaffe. 

temporary photographic evidence. does not 
!>cern to have been observed. at least during 
the first year of conflict. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Kriegsberichter der 
Luftwaffe' 
War correspondents operating with the 
Luftwaffe were authonzed a F'orrnallon Cuff
Title by an order 1ssued dunng November 
1940 WI However. the first consignments 
only became available for distribution In 
January 194 I The Inscription In gothic 
lcllertn~ "Krle~sberlchter der Luftwaffe" was 
worked In sllver-alurnlnlurn threads on a 
dark blue 3.3crn-wlde cloth band for officers. 
further dlstmgutshed by having 0.3crn
wldr sllver-alurnlnlurn Russia braid along 

CUFF· TITLES 

the upper and lower edges of the band. NCOs 
had the same size and colour of band with 
the same Inscription but worked in matt
grey cotton threads. Their cuff-title was 
without edging. Both versions were worn 
on the right forearm In the same manner 
as other formation cuff-titles of the Luftwaffe. 

Other commemorative honour titles. 
formation titles and all of the campaign 
titles a re dealt with In Volume 1940-5 as 
these Hems were Introduced after 1940. 
Among these will be found the titles for 
Jagdgeschwader Udet. Jagdgeschwader 
Molders. the Iiermann Goring titles. the 
Luftwaffe Afrika title and the titles worn by 
personnel of technical preparatory schools. 
guard units and experimental detachments. 
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Arm, Helmet and Cap Bands 

Armbands 
The practice of wearing armbands was fairly 
widespread In the Luftwaffe. there being a 
greater number of armbands officially 
issued to the Luftwaffe than to the Army. 
Armbands were Issued for a variety of 
reasons and In some instances the same 
pattern of armband was worn both by Luft
waffe and Army personnel. Whilst the 
Luftwaffe tended to use plain. coloured arm
bands. they also utilized other armbands in 
a variety of sizes. colours. and styles of 
lettering and wording. Most Items were 
manufactured to precise specifications. 
others were often of a makeshift nature. 
made up on a unit basis when the need 
arose. The purpose behind their use was 
that when worn with military uniform they 
Indicated that the wearer held a special but 
temporary appointment. or was fulfilling a 
particular role. When worn with civilian 
clothing the armband served to Indicate that 
the wearer was officially employed or en
gaged In a military or ancillary role. 

Armbands were not the property of the 
individual. They were issued as necessary 

and after usc were normally returned to the 
issuing unit. When circumstances per
mitted armbands were stamped in indelible 
Ink with the cachet of the issuing unit. Not 
only did this form of marking serve to 
identify an armband as being the property of 
a partLcular Issuing unit. but. for security 
reasons. It also reduced the possibility of 
fake or stolen armbands being used by 
unauthorized persons. 

Below are listed some of the more com
monplace types of armbands brought Into 
service before 1940. (For the remaining 
armbands Issued after 1940. see Volume 
1940.....5. ) 

Generallujtzeugmeister. Worn by civilian 
technical personnel attached to the depart
ment of the Generalluftzeugmeister. Orange 
cloth armband with machine-embroidered 
black gothic lettering worn on civilian 
clothing. 

Hi!fkrankentrdger. Auxiliary Stretcher
Bearer. Black machine-embroidered gothic 
lettering set Inside a black-edged rectangle 
all on a while band 41cm long by 10.3cm 
deep. Normally worn on right upper arm of 
the Service Tunic. Flytng Blouse and Great
coat. 54 This Item Is the same armband as 

Below: The State Funeral 
of Generalobe~t Udet, 21 
November 1941. Among 
the honorary pall-bearers 
nearest the camera is 
Obemleutnant Adolf 
Galland. On his right cuff 
he wea~ the Commemora
tive Honour Title 'Jagdges
chwader Schlageter' and 
on his left forearm the 
black mourning armband. 



Right: The lntemauooal 
Red Cross symbol armband 
neutrahtatsabzeichen) 

worn by Army stretcher-bearers. 
International Red Cross symbol. Author
Ized for usc by medical personnel on 5 
January 1938 "'The bright red cross with 
arms 7.2cm long and 2.4cm thick on a plain 
white armband (Ncutralitatsabze•chen ) was 
worn on the upper left sleeve on the Service 
Tunic. Flying Blouse and Greatcoat. 

Bahnhojs Offizier. Railway Station (Duty) 
Officer Black gothic lettcrin~ on bright 
yellow band. Introduced in January 1937 
and superseded the followi ng month by a 
white a rmband dis playing similar lettering. 
Worn by officers responsible for the control. 
discipline a nd welfare of Luftwaffe troops 
passing through the area of their command. 
See al'io next Item. 

Plain bright yellow band. Worn by per
sonnel assigned to the staff of a Luftwaffe. 
Railway Station Duty Officer. Worn on upper 
left s leeve only when on duty. h"i 

Bahnhojskommandantur. Railway 
station (Duty) Officer. Black gothic lettering 
on white armband and stamped with the 
unit's hand cachet. Introduced in February 
193T'~ to replace the former yellow armband 
(dcscrib<'d above) introduced in January the 
same year As before. this item was worn. 

ARM. HELMET AND CAP BANDS 

when on duty. by an Officer in command of a 
railway station scturlty unit. responsible for 
the ('Ontrol. diS('ipline and welfare of all 
Luftwaffe personnel passing throu~h h•s 
area of command. especially mainline 
stations and large term mi. 

Plain white band. Worn on upper left 
sleeve when on dut\' by staff of a Luftwaffe 
Railway Station (Duty) Officer. This item 
replaced the prc\•ious similar plain yellow 
armband'\ 

Plain white band. Armband worn on 
upper right ann by personnel actin~ as 
observers at Luftwaffe manoeuvres. 

Plain white band. Armband worn on 
upper left <1rm (together with white cap 
band. sec page I BH) by Manoeuvre Umpires 
(Schicdsrldltcr) and by Luftwaffe personnel 
appointed to a(·t as their staff during mili
tary exercises and training manocuvres.hn 

Plain white band. Armband worn by Air
field Air Traffic Directors IStartleilcr) rcs
pon '>iblc for the control of a ircraft take-offs. 
ground movemt'n t of alr<•raft and motor 
transpor t using airfield runways and 
runway aprons. "'• 

Plain green band. Armband worn by 
Luftwaffe personnel charged with the task of 
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selecting. assessing and commandeering 
land intended and required for Air Force 
installations (Fiurab!>chatzcn ). Worn on 
uppe r left a rm ."" 

Plain moss green band. Aircraft Hcport
i n~ Service arm-band worn by the following 
NC'Os and other ranks: Wachtmrisll'r. 
Unteroffizicr. Hauptgefrcll<'r. Obrrgrfreilcr. 
Gefreiter and Melder when on duty with this 
service. 

Plain light green band. Worn by t'ivlli<Jn 
manual worke rs a nd employees of the 
Luftwaffe. 

Plain light green band. Armband worn by 
Wac hi meister. Unteroffizier. Gefreiler and 
Melder (messen ger or runner) serving on an 
operational anti-aircraft train unit !Betricbs
nak,mgcJ. 

Plain light blue band. A 13em-clet'p plain 
lig ht blue armband worn on both upper 
a rms by Luftwaffr lower rank personnel 
assign ed to airfield fire fighting duty (Losch
kommando). Each armband was stamped 
with the appropriate unit cachet and the 
bands were worn on the Service Tunic. 
Ply ing Blouse and Greatcoat.6 6 

Plain bright red band. Aircraft Hrporting 
Service armbancl worn by Luftwaffe pE>r
sonnel when on duly other than th ose 
distinguished by the wearing of the moss 
~reen a rmband. S<'E' above. 

Red. yellow, red band. Armband in the 
colours of Nationalist Spain worn by early 
Legion Condor Luftwaffe volunteers srrving 
in S pain. 

Plain gold-y ellow band. Armband worn 
by Lu ftwaffe personnel of operational anti
aircraft barrage balloon units. 

Deutsche Wehrmacht . Black gothic 
letter ing. either machinc-wo,•cn or ink 
printed on to a bright yellow band. Insti
tuted at th e beginning of the war. this 
a rmband was auth orized to be worn by 
persons d rafted into the service of thr nrmed 
forces (including Luftwaffe). whether <·ivil
la n s or members of uniformed political or 
para-military organitations. It was usually 
worn on the left upper arm. 

lm Dienst der Deutschen Wehrmacht. ' In 
1 h e Service of the German Armed Forces·. An 
armband issued to and worn by prrsons. 
German and non-German. employed in 
either a military or an ancillary role in 
s upport of the German armed forces . The 
b lack lettering was both printed or embroid
ered on to a plain white linen a rmband 

T he Red-and-Yellow Battle Prac tice and 
Manoeuvre Helmet Band 
The llclmct Band Model 1936 (llrlmband 
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36) wa-. ,, length of doublr--.ided. double
wove linrn measuring approximately 75cm 
in lcngih by 'lcm wide. one side plam bright 
red. the other s ide plain bright yellow. One 
end of thr sl rap was foldrd and sewn into a 
s hallow trian~ular point . thr other end was 
attached to a li~ht metal ·clamping· buckle. 
The band was placed around the body of the 
steel helmet and buckled together at the 
rear. It was held in this posit ion by the use of 
three mclal hooks attachrd to three short 
lengths of grey lape. Scm long and l.Scm 
wide. Thrsc tapes and their hooks were 
sewn into the fab ric of the helmet band at 
intervals along the length of the band in 
such a way that when fixed to the helmet the 
hooks engaged under the helmet rim at the 
rear and on both sides of thl' hrlmct. 

The h r lmct band was worn during tra in
ing manoruvrcs when. in orrlrr to simuiatr 
battle ('Ondit ions. the military units taking 
part were divided into two opposing forces. 
The troops aeling as aggressor forces were 
identified by wearing the helmet band with 
the red side showing. If in thr opinion of the 
umpires members of the aMressor force 
were put out of action, they wrrr required to 
change over the helmet band lo show the 
yellow side. 

A detailrd description of the ' llclmct Band 
36' and the method of wearing Jt on the steel 
helmet <"an be found in Luftwaffcn-Verord
nungsblat t Nr. 38 dated 21 September 1936. 
pp. 486 and 487. Order Nr. 1181. issued 12 
September 1936. 

The White Cap Band worn by military 
umpires a n d airfield air traffic directors 
Personnel appointed to act as umpires 
during the course of exercises and man
oeuvres were distinguished from the 
participating troops by the simple expedient 
of wearing a plain white linen band a round 
their h ead-dress. Approximately 75cm in 
length and 4cm wide, with a li~ht metal 
'clamping· buckle at one end and with the 
other end finished in a shallow triangular 
point. it was worn around the cap band of 
the Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmi.itzc) and 
around the curtain of th e Fligh t Cap 
(FliegcrmOlze). The white cap band was a lso 
worn in conjun ction with a plain white arm 
band worn on the upper left arm. 

In order to be readily identified. similar 
white linen cap bands were worn on the 
head-dress of personnel acting as airfield ai r 
traffic directors. and a while riot h arm band 
was worn o n the r ight upper a rm. fi? 



506 The Model 1917 steel 
helmet 
507The Model 1935 steel 
helmet 

Standard-pattern 
Insignia worn on the 
Luftwaffe and Fallschirm 
Steel Helmet : 
508 The Luftwaffe version 
of the national emblem 
worn on the left side of 
the helmet 
509 The German national 
colours, black over white 
over red, worn as a shield 
on the right side of the 
helmet 

Steel Helmets 

Several distinct models (patterns) of steel 
helmet were issued to and worn by Luftwaffe 
personnel including Fallschirmjager troops 
during the period 1935 to 1945, together 
with a number of war-time adaptations and 
innovations which will be dealt with in 
Volume 1940-5. 

The Model1917 Helmet 
This was the style of steel helmet that had 
been introduced during the Great War and 
upgraded in 1917. Prior to the introduction 
of the M35 helmet. the M 17 was the only 
helmet available to the majority of Luftwaffe 
personnel (Fig. 506). It was factory finished 
in a matt blue-grey colour. The early version 
of the Luftwaffe national emblem appeared 
on the left side with the national colours 
displayed. as a shield. on the right side. 

The Model1935 Helmet 
The M17 steel helmet was found to be 
unsuitable for the troops of a modern army 
and so a new style of helmet was developed 
for the German Army. This. having been 
implemented by a decree of the Commander
in-Chief of the German Army on 25 June 
1935 , came to be known by the designation 
'Steel Helmet 35' (Fig. 507). It was univer
sally issued to the a rmy. the air force. the 
navy. the armed-SS. the police and other 
para-military formations. The M35 helmet 
issued to the Luftwaffe was of a blue-grey 
coloured finish with the eagle and swastika 
insignia on the left side and the national 
colours on the right side. (Figs. 508 and 
509) 

The first issues of the M35 helmet from 
the Luftwaffe Clothing Department began in 
January 1936. Its use was restricted to wear 
with Field Service dress, Parade Uniform 
and Guard Dress. Initially. officers and 
officials were only permitted to borrow 
helmets from their clothing stores for a 
short period and only when their duty 
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required . a situation that was rectified as 
production of the new pattern helmet 
became more plentiful. 

Helmets of Light Metal 
These were specially manufactured for 
parade purposes. They were Identical In 
appearance with the model of helmet upon 
which they were based but. being manufac
tured from light-weight metal. were most 
suitable for wear by elderly officers or 
persons suffering from a head wound. How
ever. they were only permitted to be worn by 
officers and officials provided they were not 
parading In the front rank of a formation. 

Steel helmets of the former 1917 pattern 
and the light metal helmets for officers. etc .. 
were only allowed to be worn until all Luft
waffe troops had been supplied with the new 
M35 pattern steel helmets. 
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Colou rin g and Ins ignia 
The pre-war handbook Anzugordnung fur 
die Luftwaffe. (L.A.O.} L.Dv.422 Abschnltl 
A. page 94. Item Nr. 52. para two stated that 
the steel helmet as used by Luftwaffe per
sonnel was painted both on the Inside and 
the outside with a matt rust-protective. 
blue-grey paint It further stated that the 
polishing. painting or greasing of steel 
helmets was forbidden and that the helmet 
was not to lose lls matt app<-arance. Despite 
these instructions. It repeatedly came to the 
notice of the Luftwaffe authorities that on 
certain occasions such as parades. Inspec
tions and guard duties. helmets had been 
brought to a high-gloss finish . Consequent
ly Instructions were published reiterating 
that thls practice was forbidden and that 
troop commanders were responsible for 
making sure that the regulations were 

Above left: RecrUits take 
their oath of allegian<e on 
the sword of an officer All 
are wearing the Model 
1917 steel helmet 
complete with the early 
style of luftwaffe helmet 
msignia 

Above centre: Men of~ 
light anti·a1raaft artHiely 
uM manmng a .20mm 
light Flak piece All the 
troopS are wearing the 
M17·pattem steel helmet, 
while the NCO Candidate 
1n the foreground fitt1ng 
the d1p of ammunition mto 
the gun's breech, IS wear· 
1ng the type of helmet 
commonly known as 'the 



Cavalry Helmet' with the 
distinctive kink in the neck 
piece. 

Above right: A gunner 
loading a shell1nto the 
breech of a heavy artillery 
piece. The Gefreiter is 
wearing the ~.135-panern 
steel helmet. complete 
With msigma. 

Right: Men of an anti· 
a1rcraft artillery uM tak1ng 
the bearing and range of 
approadung aircraft. The 
helmet worn 1s the Model 
1935 
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Left: The early pattern of 
luftwaffe steel helmet 
insignia, the national 
emblem worn on the left 
side of the M17 helmet. 
The early pattern of gas 
mask in its canvas carrying 
bag is dearly shown to
gether with the filtration 
canister slung across the 
corporal's back. 

Right: Troops of a 
motorized light anti· 
aircraft gun. All wear the 
M35 steel helmet with the 
standard-pattern helmet 
insignia. 
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adhered to. 1 Where they had been contra
vened troop commanders had to ensure that 
the helmets were restored to their regulation 
condition. Any costs Involved were to be 
borne by the unlt"s clothing fund. (Helme t 
colourlngs employed during the war years 
together with methods of camouflage are 
dealt with In detail in Volume 194~5.) 

On the left side of both the Luftwaffe and 
the Fallschlrmjager steel helmet appeared 
the Luftwaffe version of the naUonal emblem 
(Fig. 508). This was In s ilver-grey with black 
detailing for a ll ranks up to general officer. 
and gold for generals and above. The same 
colours held good for administrative 
officials. In the summer of 1940 Instruc
tions were published which abolish ed the 
s hield displaying the national colours (Ftg. 
509) for the duration of the war.2 

There were two further examples of Lurt
waffe eagle and swastika emblems worn on 
the steel helmet. The first was of a type very 
similar to Fig. 509. but with a wingspan 
somewhat shorter than the later pattern and 
with a thicker swastika. The second type 
had a small eagle and swastika facing to the 
rear of the helmet and set Inside a plain 
s hield of the same s ize and s hape as the type 
used on the right side bearing the national 
colours. This last type was being used 
In 1935. Photographic evidence In Die 
Deutsche Luftwaffe by Dr Kurbs. published 
by Junker & Dunnha upt Verlag. Berlin. 
1936. p. 87. s hows troops from the J agd
geschwader Rlchthofen a t the Fliegerhorst 
Doberltz on the Day of the German Air 
Force. 21 April 1935. all wearing steel 
helmets with the style of transfer described 
above. 

Cloth Head-Dress 

Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmutze) 
The precedent had been set by the Deut
scher Luftsport Verband Schlrmmiltze for 
this type of Uniform Cap to be used by the 
Luftwaffe. but when It was Introduced 
certain alterations were made to Its s hape 
and to the Insignia dis played thereon. The 
Uniform Cap was worn by all ranks of all 
branches. Including administrative officials. 
It was prescribed to be worn by officers and 
NCOs with Service Dress and Undress uni
form. with Pa rade Dress by officers not 
actually engaged In a parade and with Dress 
Uniform by officers and with Walking-Out 
Dress by officers. NCOs and other ranks. 
The cap was of the same bas ic des ign . shape 
and colouring for all ranks. It had a blue
grey cloth top and crown. a black mohair 
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ribbed cap band (which from 20 September 
193 7 was gradually replaced on newly issued 
caps by a ribbed cap band of black artificial 
sllk).3 and a black patent vulcanized fibre 
peak. Unlike the army Schlrmmutze which 
had a moulded rim to the edge of the peak. 
the Luftwaffe version had a narrow ridge 
around the edge to the peak. machine
stitched In position. Other cap distinctions 
depended on the wearer's rank and status. 

Most NCOs and all other ranks wore black 

Right: General der 
Flieger Keller (left) wearing 
the Uniform Peaked Cap 
for a General officer and 
(nght) Generalleutnant 
Ritter von Greim wearing 
the Flight Cap (Fiieger
mutze) for a General. 



Left: Generalleutnant 
Werner Kreipe, Chief of the 
Luftwaffe General Staff, 
photographed in August 
1944. This clearly shows 
the General Officers' 
Uniform Peaked Cap 
(SchirmmOtze). Kreipe 
succeeded General Hans 
Jeschonnek after he had 
comm1tted suicide. Also of 
interest IS the ribbon of the 
'Blood Order' worn around 
the button on his right 
breast pocket flap. 

Right: The Schirmmiitze 
for NCOs and other ranks. 

CLOTH HEAJ)..DRESS 

patent leather chin-straps and black chin
strap buttons on their caps. The national 
emblem. the oakJeaf wreath and stylized 
wings were of silver-coloured pressed 
aluminium metal. The cockade was also of 
white aluminium but the coloured roundels 
were hand painted. red for the centre and 
black to the outer (see Fig. 5). Piping used on 
the Schlrmmutze was 0.2cm thick. appear
ing around the crown of the cap and around 
the top and bottom edges of the black cap 
band. and was in the wearer's Waffenfarbe. 
Non~ommissioned officers with the ap

pointment of Oberfahnrich. Unterarzte and 
Oberfeuerwerker were permitted to wear the 
quality of cap normally worn by officers. 
Even though they were NCOs they wore 
silver-coloured cap cords and cap cord 
buttons. The caps were piped in the wearer's 
appropriate Waffenfarbe. On issue caps they 
wore the standard pattern pressed alumin
Ium metal insignia, but on such caps as they 
were allowed to purchase they were per
mitted to wear officers' quality silver 
embroidered insignia. 
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Officers. administration officials and 
officers of the Engineer and the Navigational 
Corps below the rank of general wore the 
same style of cap. but In place of the black 
chin-strap they wore sliver-coloured cap 
cords held in position by small. sliver
coloured metal cap cord buttons. Their 
national emblem cap Insignia was worked In 
sliver aluminium wire on to a backing of 
blue-grey material. while the wings. wreath 
and cockade were embroidered on to a 
backing of stiffened black material. The 
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officers' Insignia was thererore sewn Into 
position on the cap while that for the NCOs 
and other ranks was arrtxed Into the 
material by metal prongs on the back of the 
Insignia. 

Caps worn by officers regardless of branch 
of service were piped In sliver-coloured 
piping. 0.2cm thick. around the crown to 
the cap and around the lop and bottom 
edges of the black cap band. 

During the Second World War. officers. 
medical officers and administrative orrtclals. 

Left: Major Herbert 
lhlefeld wearing the 
officers' version of the 
Uniform Peaked Cap. 

Right: Oberst Freiherr von 
Maltzahn wearing a 
privately purchased Peaked 
Cap, an example of the 
'tuhwaffe Crush'. 



Including those of general rank or their 
administrative equivalent. were Instructed 
to wear s liver- or gold-coloured metal 
Insignia on their Uniform Peaked Caps In 
place of the metallic bullion embroidered 
Insignia. This was undoubtedly an econ
omic measure as production of the em
broidered Insignia had to cease with 
Immediate effect from the date of Issue of the 
lnstructlon.4 Available stocks were required 
to be used up first (see Volume 1940-5). 

Generals and above. as well as engineer 
officers and administrative officials with the 
equivalent ranks. wore caps with gold
coloured cap cords. gilt metal cap cord 
buttons. gold-coloured bullion embroidered 
cap Insignia and piping In gold. 

The Luftwaffr did not have an official 

CLOTH HEAD-DRESS 

equivalent to the German Army cap known 
as the 'Army Officers· old-style Field Service 
Cap' (see author's German Army Uniforms 
and Insignia. 1933- 1945. p. 101). How
ever. existing evidence shows that Indi
vidual oiTicers had. at their own expense. 
adopted a form of'fleld service cap' made for 
them by established military hatters. In 
general appearance these caps conformed to 
the Luftwaffe Schlrmmutze pattern. but 
they had certain refinements that gave them 
a very rakish appearance The crown to the 
cap was not stiffened with wire so the cap 
tended to have a 'crushed' appearance. The 
peak to the cap. while being somewhat 
smaller than the regulation Item. was cut 
from pliable. black-dyed leather without the 
ridge stitched a round the rim. These 
privately made caps should not be confused 
with regulation Issue Schlrmmutzen that 
had had the wire stiffening removed to give 
them the shape known as the 'Luftwaffe 
Crush'. Cords. bultons. piping and Insignia 
were of the regulation pattern. 

Officers of the Reserve (Beurlaubten
standes - Permanent Leave) were distin
guished by weanng a special cockade on 
their head-dress. Set on to the central red 
portion of the cockade was a small. white
metal Maltese Cross whose arms were 7mm 
In length (Fig. 6). This Insignia was 
Introduced In May 1935 and withdrawn In 
July 1936.5 

Summer Cap (Sommermutze) 
The white-topped peaked cap available for 
wear by all ranks Including administrative 
officials. engineer officers and officers of the 
Corps of Navigational Experts. was funda
mentally of the same style for both oiTicers 
and rank and file. and very similar In 
appearance to the Schlrmmutze. It was 
permitted to be worn from I April to 30 
September as part of the Luftwaffe Summer 
Uniform (see page 227). which In turn was 
worn as Walking-Out Dress. Undress 
Uniform or daytime Full Dress. However. the 
Summer Cap was frequently worn by officers 
when wearing the blue-grey Tuchrock . 
Waffenrock and. occasionally. the F11eger
bluse. 

The cap was constructed In two parts: (a) 
the body of the cap covered by the cap band 
plus the fibre peak and (b) the removable 
while cloth top. Because It was so like the 
Uniform Peaked Cap. practically all the 
details regarding the Summer Cap's 
Insignia. band. chin-straps and/or chin
cords. buttons and piping were of the same 
type. size and colour. The one noticeable and 

207 





Left: The white-topped 
Officers Summer Cap. 
Wearing this cap with 
normal blue-grey uniform 
was common, although the 
Sommermutze was sup
posed to have been worn 
correctly with the officers' 
Summer Uniform. 

Below: Oberstleutnant 
Helbig wearing the 
officers' version of the 
Flight Cap. 

obvious exception to this was the removable 
white cloth top and the Insignia used 
thereon. 

There was no piping around the crown of 
the white cloth top. What Is sometimes 
mistaken for white piping Is In fact just a 
raised seam.6 The Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem displayed on the front of 
the cap top was a white-metal pin-on badge 
for use by NCOs and other ranks. and 
embroidered In either sliver-aluminium or 
gold bullion threads. depending on the 
wearer's rank. by officers and generals In
cluding officials of equivalent rank. This 
embroidery work was executed on a backing 
of white material. stiffened with buckram 
and mounted with a pin brooch fastening. 
Both the metal pin-on badge and the bullion 
and linen pin-on badge were removable In 
order to allow the white top to be cleaned. 

CLOTH HEAD-DRESS 

Prior to June I 937. the white. removable 
cover was manufactured from white. heavy. 
diagonally patterned cotton drill. but after 
June 1937 new Summer Caps were manu
factured with covers made from a double 
twill of white cotton of a ·waffer pattern with 
a mlxture of 16 percent cellulose.7 However. 
supplies of the former cotton drill covers 
were available from firms up to I October 
1937. The cover was supplied with a wire 
grommet which stiffened the crown. This 
grommet was frequently removed by the 
lndivldual or bent over at the front to effect a 
crushed look to the cap. a practice which was 
contrary to 'Instructions on Methods of 
Wearing Uniform'. In Luftwaffen-Verord
nungsblatt Nr.27. dated 5 August 1935. p. 
219. Order Nr. 435. Issued 25 July 1935. 
under the heading 'Wearing the Summer 
Cap' It was pointed out that It had been 
repeatedly observed that soldiers of the 
Luftwaffe when wearing the Sommermutze 
bend In the top edge of the crown. All senior 
ranks were ordered to take the strongest 
action against this un-military method of 
wearing head-dress and the attention of all 
ranks had to be drawn to this Irregularity 
when under-going Instruction on the correct 
method of wearing Luftwaffe uniform. 

Flying Cap (Fliegenniitze) 
Its Introduction preceded by the DLV 
version. the Flying Cap was worn by all 
ranks, Including administrative officials. 
throughout the period of the Luftwaffe's 
existence. although from 1943 on Its use 
was gradually supplemented but never quite 
replaced by the Introduction of the blue-grey 
version of the Replacement Field Cap 
(Einheltsfeldmutze). (For full details of this 
Item see Volume 1940-5). 

The Flying Cap was not only. as Its name 
Implies. Intended to be used as a form of 
head-dress suitable for use In an aircraft 
when a flying helmet was not required. but 
also as a cap easily worn on those occasions 
not calling for other form of regulation Issue 
head-dress such as the Uniform Cap and the 
Steel Helmet. Because It was a soft form of 
head-dress It was easily folded and could be 
carried flat In the pocket of the flying suit. 

For NCOs and other ranks the Flying Cap 
was In plain blue-grey woollen cloth without 
piping to the upper edge of the curtain. The 
Luftwaffe version of the national emblem 
positioned In the centre of the upper part of 
the front of the cap was In grey cotton 
machine-stitched yarn. usually on a backing 
cloth of blue-grey mater1al. Below the 
national emblem and on the front of the 
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lower section to the curtain was stitched a 
flat ~Ilk or cotton-woven ver~lon of the 
Relch~kokade (l>Ce Fig 91 " 

As a point of Interest. but wilhout any 
evidence a~ to It~ accuracy. In the 1937 
edition of Soldatenjreund a small. semt· 
official. pocket-sl.ted diary publl~hed ann
ually before and during the war and Inten
ded for use by member~ of the armed forces 
and l'Orrel't a~ of ovember 1936 - an 
example of the Flying Cap was featured on 
one of the coloured plates devoted to Luft
waffe Insignia and Items of un iform dress. 
The blue-grey Flying Cap was -.hown with 
red piping to the upper edge of the curtain 
and with only the Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem positioned on the upper 
part of the front of the t·ap. This red piping 
and th<· lat•k of the Rrtd1skokade could well 
have bern a feature of the early Flying Cap In 
use In 1935. but the picture may equally 
have been an error on the part of the a rtist 
responsible for the coloured Illustration. 

The Flying Cap worn by officers of the 
Luftwaffe up to and Including the rank of 
Oberst !Colonel) as well as administration 
official~. Engineer and Navigational Officers 
was Invariably made from better quality 
blue-grey material than was the cap Issued 
to NCO!> and other ranks Their Schtrfchen 
or ·Jiule boat cap. a nick-name gtven to thts 
form of head-dress due to Its shape being 
stmllar to the hull of a small. upturned boat. 
was piped along the upp<>r edge of the 
curtain with 0 2cm-wlde sliver-aluminium
coloured piping. Their cap Insignia was 
usually of the silver bullion. hand
embroidered type. the cockade being a 
padded or raised. hand-worked pattern (Fig. 
7). 

The Flying Cap for generals and above and 
for administrative offlt·lals of equivalent 
rank was distinguished by having gold
coloured piping to the upper edge of the 
curtain The Insignia was in gold-coloured 
threads worked on to a backing of blue-grey 
cloth The cockade wa'> of the same type as 
that worn by officers of lower rank. but with 
the narrow. outer circle In gold thread 
Instead of sliver-aluminium thread 

Personnel of the rank of Oberfahnrleh 
were permitted to wear a version dtstln
gutshed from the Flight Cap worn by other 
NCOs In that It had sliver-coloured. officers' 
quality piping around the upp<>r edge to the 
curtain. while at the same time displaying 
the national emblem and the Relehskokade 
of the quality normally worn by NCOs and 
other rank~. 

In June 1935 Instructions were Issued'~ 
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whereby officers of the Re'>erve were to wear 
the white metal reservt• cross with It!> 7mm
long arms on the red central portion of the 
Reichskokarde worn on the front of the 
Flying Cap. This form of insignia had pre
viously (May of the same year) been author
Ized for wear on the cot·kade worn on the 
front of the Reserve Offl('er.,· Untform Peaked 
Cap. It i!> assumed that when thl'> Insignia 
was abolished on the Uniform Peaked Cap In 
July 193610 It was also removed from the 
FhghtCap 

Mountain Cap (Bergmut.te) 
The Luftwaffe version of thr Mountain Cap 
was part of the special clothln~ !'>sued to 
personnel of Flak and Air Sl~nal'> units 
operating In mountainou'> terrain (see also 
page 225). Of Luftwaffe blue ~rry material. It 
was closely modelled on tht· pattern of thr 

Below: The Fliegermutze 
for NCOs and other ranks 



Below: Cloth trousers 
worn by junior NCOs under 
field service conditions. 
Troops were frequently 
reminded of the correct 
method of wearing these 
long trousers. The ends of 
each leg of the trousers 
had to be folded in such a 
way as not to put undue 
strain on the fabric at the 
point of the knee when 
tucked into the top of the 
marching boot. Although 
this prevented tearing the 
cloth it also produced a 
bagging effect below the 
knee and just above the 
top of the boots as clearly 
shown in the photograph. 

army Mountain Cap (for details of which see 
author's German Army Uniforms and 
Insignia. 1933- 1945). On the front of the 
cap was the Luftwaffe version of the national 
emblem in aluminium metal below which 
was the Reichskokade. The curtains of the 
cap were fastened at the front by 
two 0.12cm-diameter blue-grey finished 
buttons. 

In 1941 Luftwaffe units operating in 
Norway received supplies of the Mountain 
Cap 11 and in 1943 instructions were 
Issued 12 with regard to its wear by officers 
and armed forces officials with officer rank. 
They were ordered to wear 0.3cm-thick 
aluminium- or gold-coloured piping (accor
ding to rank) around the crown of the cap. 
Generals and officials of general's rank wore 
gold-coloured national emblem and cap 
buttons. 

TROUSERS,BREECHESANDFOOTWEAR 

Trousers, Breeches and Footwear 

Leg coverings consisted in the main of long. 
blue-grey cloth trousers (Langehose) worn 
by all personnel. Generally speaking no 
coloured piping was displayed on these 
trousers. but there were some exceptions. 
Flying Trousers (Fliegerhose) were worn by 
all NCOs and other ranks. Riding Breeches 
(Stiefelhose) were available and could be 
worn by all persons responsible for the 
purchase of their own clothing. These in
cluded certain grades of NCOs. all officers. 
armed forces officials and members of the 
Engineer Corps. 

Footwear worn by NCOs and other ranks 
was either the black leather Marching Boots 
(Schaftstlefel or Marschstiefel) (Fig. 510), or 
the black leather lace-up shoes (Schnur
stiefel). Those NCOs who were permitted to 
buy their own clothing. which Included 
footwear. as well as officers. armed forces 
officials and engineer officers wore Riding 
Boots (hohe Stiefel) (Fig. 511) (not the short 
Marching Boot). Riding Breeches worn with 
Riding Boots and Flying Trousers worn with 
Marching Boots were worn with Field Dress. 
Service Dress. Reporting Dress and Parade 
Dress. 

Long blue-grey s lacks (Tuchhose) and 
black leather lace-up shoes were worn with 
Walking-Out Dress and on certain full dress 
occasions. 

The Flying Service Dress was generally 
worn with the Flying Trousers and lace-up 

\l 

510 The black leather 
marching boot 
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shoes although Marching Boots and/or 
riding boots worn with breeches were also 
allowed to be worn. 

The choice of footwear worn with Undress 
Service Dress was left to the wearer. 

With Formal Evening Full Dress officers 
wore long cloth trousers with double stripes 
of Scm-wide flat aluminium braiding down 
the outside of the leg. For generals. armed 
forces officials and engineer officers of 
general's rank this ' lace· was In gold (see 
also page 234 ). 

Patent leather shoes were permitted to be 
worn by officers when wearing the Informal 
Evening Full Dress. but they were obligatory 
wear for the Formal Evening Full Dress. 

During the officially designated summer 
months from I April to 30 September 
officers were permitted to wear white linen 
trousers (Sommerhose) with white lace-up 
shoes. NCOs and other ranks when wearing 
Walking-Out Dress during summer were 
permitted to wear while linen trousers with 
black leather lace-up shoes (see also page 
227). 

For Walking-Out Dress. Undress Service 
Dress and Evening Dress. black lace-up or 
half-shoes could be worn. 

lt was allowed for Individuals to wear Half 
Boots (Zugsttefel). These were worn with 
trousers that had a securing strap worn 
under the Instep of the foot. but the Luft
waffe did not make as much use of this type 

511 The leather riding 
boot 
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of footwear as did the army. 
Coloured piping and coloured cloth stripes 

were displayed on long trousers and riding 
breeches worn by certain categories of 
officers: 
1. General officers displayed white piping set 
Into the outer leg seams flanked on each side 
by a 4cm-wlde white cloth stripe. This stripe 
was set apart from the while piping by a gap 
on each side measuring 0.4cm. Later In the 
war. however. Instructions Issued by Luft
waffen-Verordnungsblatt dated November 

left: General's breeches 
shown being worn by 
Generalmajor Plocher. 



Above: Generaloberst 
Milch accompanied by 
Generalleutnant Hans 
Jurgen Stumpff, Chief of 
the Air Personnel Office, 
escorted by senior Royal 
Air Force officers inspect
ing pre-war British aircraft 
lined up on the airfield at 
Mildenhall, Suffolk, 1937. 
On their long doth 
trousers, both German 
officers are wearing the 
broad white stripes of a 
General Officer. 

1943. p. 1136 Order Nr. 2084 Issued Nov
ember 1943 stated that generals, general 
staff orficers. armed forces officials and 
members of the Luftwaffe Corps of En
gineers with ranks equivalent to general 
were no longer required to wear the double. 
broad cloth braided stripes on the long cloth 
trousers (nor. presumably on the breeches). 
The coloured piping. however, had to be 
retained. No mention was made In this order 
with regard to the higher officials of the 
Judge Advocate-General's branch nor of the 
other higher orficlals In other judicial ser
vices. but It Is safe to assume that this 
economy measure also applied to them. 
2. Armed forces officials with ranks equiv
alent to Luftwaffe general had the same 
connguration of piping and stripes but In 
dark-green cloth. Then. Instructions Issued 
by Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt Order Nr. 
187 Issued February 1940 stated that the 
dark-green piping and cloth braided stripes 

be changed to white piping and broad white 
stripes on the long cloth trousers (and. 
presumably. the riding breeches). 
3. Officers of the Corps of Engineers with 
ranks equivalent to general wore pink piping 
and pink cloth stripes. 
4. Officers of the General Staff wore carmine 
piping and broad cloth stripes. 
5. From December 1939 Instructions were 
Issued 13 which allowed higher officials of 
the Judge Advocate-General's branch to 
wear piping and broad cloth stripes in 
Bordeaux red. 
6. These same Instructions were extended to 
Luftwaffe higher officials of other judicial 
services who were permitted to wear wine
red cloth piping and stripes. 
7. Officials of general's rank serving In the 
Building Administration Serv1ce (Bautech
nlsches Verwaltungswesen) were Instructed 
In August 19441

• to change the colour of 
their piping and stripes from red to black. 
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Other types of trousers were worn: 
trousers for the Fatigue drill material uni
form (Drillich hose): the Sports Training 
Suit (Sportschutzanzugl trousers: the 
Tropical Uniform (Tropenhose): the special 
trousers for paratroops: for crews of ar
moured figh ting vehicles. both the black 
and t he field-grey uniform: the trousers of 
the so-called "Invasion Suit" camouflaged 
patterned trousers: and the trousers of the 
reversible winter uniform. All these can be 
found described in full under their appro-

2 14 

priate sections. mostly in Volu me 1940-5. 
The same applies to Luftwaffe footwear. 
Sports shoes. flying boots and canvas 
anklets were all Issued and worn. Details 
of these a re to be found under their res
pective headings in Volume 1940-5. 

Gloves 

Gloves that were authorized wear before the 
war. excluding protective handwear for air 
crews (a subject dealt with In Volume 

Right: An un-named 
major, veteran of the First 
World War, poses for the 
camera. He is wearing the 
officers' quality grey suede 
gloves. 



512 The officers' brocade 
waist-belt and early
pattern buckle 

513 The leather waist-belt 
and early-pattern buckle 
for wear by NCOs and 
other ranks of the 
Luftwaffe 

1940-5) were as follows. When on duty 
officers and NCOs wore grey suede gloves 
with all forms of dress other than sports 
wear. Troops. when ordered to do so, wore 
blue-grey woollen knitted gloves. For off-duty 
wear, such as walking-out and when wear
ing Evening Dress. white suede or white 
cotton gloves (depending on weather condi
tions) were worn by officers. NCOs and other 
ranks. 

The woollen knitted gloves were of blue
grey worsted yarn approximately 30cm in 
length with wristlets I Ocm long. A system of 
marking the size of issue knitted gloves 
operated in the same fashion as for the issue 
knitted socks, namely that a single or series 
of 0.3cm-wide rings of white wool were 
knitted into the wristlets of the gloves to 
indicate one of four hand s izes: one white 
ring indicated a small s ize glove. two rings 
for medium size. three for large and four 
rings for extra large. The gloves had a 
darkish-blue-grey. 1.5cm-wide knitted band 
around the top of the wristlets. 

Waist-belts and Buckles 

In May 1935, Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt 
Nr. 16 dated 27 May 1935. pp. 99- 100, 
Order Nr. 235, issued 20 May 1935. with
drew the two patterns of buckle used by 
officers, including generals, and the rank 
and file of the DLV (Figs. 13 and 16). The 
official description of the new buckles was 
not available until the new edition of the 
Luftwaffe Dress Regulations was published 
in July 1935. Officers responsible for the 
purchase of their own uniform were per-

WAIST-BELTS AND BUCKLES 

mitted to wear the former DLV-pattern 
buckles until 1 April 1936. The new design 
was as follows. 

Parade brocade belt and buckle worn by 
generals and administrative officials of 
equivalent rank 
The brocade waist-belt continued in use in 
exactly the same quality and colouring as 
previously worn within the DLV. The new 
buckle to be worn with this belt was oval in 
s hape, made of gilt-coloured metal with a 
separate bright-silver Luftwaffe-style eagle 
and swastika set into the pebbled surface of 
the domed oval buckle (Fig. 512). 

Brocade belt and buckle worn by officers 
and officials of officer status 
For these personnel a brocade waist-belt of 
the same colouring and quality was worn 
with a silver-white metal oval buckle with a 
g ilt metal Luftwaffe eagle and swastika set 
into th e cen tre of the pebbled-finish buckle 
(Fig. 512). 

The use of the brocade belt was discon
tinued a fter September 1939 for the dura
tion of the war. Photographic evidence 
proves that these instructions were univer
sally observed. Before the war the brocade 
belt was worn on special occasions such as 
full-dress parades, official functions. state 
visits and other gatherings calling for the 
Full Dress Uniform to be worn. 

Box Buckle and leather waist-belt worn by 
NCOs and other ranks 
In place of the previous DLV 'political' 
pattern of buckle. a new box buckle was 
introduced featuring an oval wreath of laurel 
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leaves In the centre of which appeared a 
Luftwaffe-style eagle and swastika (Fig. 
513). The leather cross-strap previously 
worn continued to be used until February 
1936,15 when this too was officially discon
tinued with Immediate effect. 

The supporting leather loops with their 
metal 'D' rings continued to be worn on the 
waist-belt In order to provide support for the 
'Y' strap harness, especially where either no 
rifle ammunition pouch or just one pouch 
was worn. When a pair of these brown 
leather. triple compartmented pouches were 
worn they were positioned on the belt at the 
appropriate distance on each side of the belt 
buckle. On the back of each pouch was a 'D' 
ring designed to engage with the hook on 
the front ends of the 'Y' strap harness which 

216 

provided support for the waist-belt. How
ever. with the abolition of the supporting 
cross-strap it became necessary to use the 
metal side hooks built into the tunic to help 
support the belt. 

When the alteration In the design of the 
Luftwaffe eagle took place, with the shape of 
the tail feathers being changed (see also 
page 10). a new box buckle was Introduced 
which featured this new design. 

Both patterns were worn concurrently, 
but with the later type being more numer
ous. Pre-war buckles used for field service 
were often produced with a matt, blue-grey 
painted finish wh!le untreated white
aluminium buckles were worn for parades 
and inspections. The untreated type was 
also common issue during the war years. 

Above: A parade held to 
mark the retirement of 
General der Flieger 
Kaupisch from his appoint· 
ment as Commander of Air 
District 2 (Luftkreis 2), 
Berlin, 31 March 1938. All 
the luftwaffe officers are 
shown wearing the parade 
brocade waist-belt to
gether with their dress 
aiguillettes. 



Above far right: An 
example of the Luftwaffe 
officers' leather Service 
Belt worn with its match
ing cross-strap. The wear
ing of this supporting 
cross-strap was discon
tinued shortly after 
September 1939. 

514 The officers' leather 
service belt and buckle 

Officers'leather service belt 
The broad. brown leather service belt worn 
with a brown leather cross-strap of the type 
introduced for officers of the DLV contin
ued in use In the Luftwaffe. Matt-white 
metal , pebble-finished two-pronged buckles 
were worn by officers and officials with 
officer status, and In gilt finish by generals 
and officials of general's rank (Fig. 514 ). The 
use of the leather supporting cross-strap 
worn with this type of belt was discontinued 
shortly after September 1939. The only 
person who seems not to have observed 
these instructions was Hermann Goring (see 
Volume 1940-5). 

Unofficial leather waist-belt with dress 
buckle worn by officers 
The dress belt buckle with its metal fittings, 
as described for wear by officers on the 
brocade belt , was known to have been worn 
with a dark-brown leather waist-belt of a 
width corresponding to that of the brocade 
belt. These unofficial waist-belts saw only 
limited use and were presumably worn on 
those occasions that did not call for the 
wearing of the brocade belt. 

Sexvice Tunic (Tuchrock) 

The Tuchrock (literally cloth coat) had been 
standard issue within the DLV and Its use 
was continued in the Luftwaffe albeit with 
modification of the tnstgnta worn by all 
ranks. It was a single-breasted. open-necked 
coat with four patch pockets. each having 
pleats and rectangular flaps. The sleeve had 
15cm-deep turnback cuffs. There was a 
single row of four metal buttons down the 
front and a single button to each pocket flap . 
Belt hooks were provided. The garment was 
made from blue-grey wool-rayon mix for 
NCOs and other ranks (those who were 
Issued with the coat). while officers had 
coats of superior quality blue-grey gaberdine 
(purchased by them from their uniform 
clothing allowance) (Ftg. 515). 

Insignia worn on the coat as an integral 

0 0 

0 0 

SERVICE TUNIC (TUCHROCK) 

part of the garment were shoulder-straps. 
collar patches and the Luftwaffe version of 
the national emblem (the latter In grey 
cotton thread or In sliver or gold embroid
ery according to rank) worn over the 
right breast pocket. Piping was worn around 
the lower edge of the collar. This was In the 
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left: Luftwaffe Guard 
Company from Jagdgesch
wader Richthofen parade 
through Berlin on the 'Day 
of the German Air Force', 
21 April1936. All the 
personnel are wearing the 
Tuchrock (Service Tunic). 

515 The Tuchrock (Service 
Tunic), here shown for an 
Unteroffizier 

left : Men of the newly 
raised Jagdgeschwader 
Richthofen stand guard on 
the memorial erected near 
the grave of the Great War 
fighter ace, Freiherr 
Manfred von Richthofen. 
Both sentries are wearing 
the Tuchrock with blue 
shirt and black tie. 

Right: From left to right: 
Oberleutnant Philipps, 
Oberleutnant Magnussen 
and Major Oonch, three of 
the officers who took part 
in a March 1940 air raid 
on Scapa Flow, pointing to 
a map displayed in the 
Berlin Ministry of Propa
ganda showing the direc
tion of their attack. All 
three officers are wearing 
the 'Cloth Coat'. 

wearer's arm-of- ervice colour for NC'Os and 
other ranks (abolished on the Tuchrock by 
an order dated 20 March 1940}, in silver-
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SERVICE TUNIC (TUCHROCK) 

aluminium twi ·ted cord in 1 for all officer up 
to and in luding the rank of colonel {Ob r t) 

and in gold-coloured cordin 1 for g ncrals. 
including tho arm d fore s officials and 
Engineer Corps general . 

The Tuchrock was utiliz d for a numb r of 
orders of dress. \Vh n \Vorn with the blu . 
collar-attach "d shirt and black tic it \vas 
used as: 
1. Parade Dress. 
2. Servic Dress for officer and thos COs 
with portep e. 
3. Undre s Uniform for offic r . 
4. Reporting Uniform. 
5. Walking-Out Dress. in which cas th .. 
white shirt with attached collar and bla k ti ~ 

could b worn. 
6. Flying Servic Dres for offic rs in pia · of 
the regulation Flying Blou . 

When the Tuchrock was worn with th 
white shirt with stiff white collar and bla ·k 
tie it was us d as: 
7. Informal and Formal Full Drcs for N '0 
and other ranks. 
8. Informal and Formal Full Dress dayt irn 
wear for officers. 

Trousers or breeches\\' r worn with thi 
coat; all forms of standard h ad-dress ac ·or
ding to any particular occasion; and various 
accoutr ments as nece sary. 

• 
I 
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( 
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Left: The flag-covered 
coffin containing the re
mains of Oberst Werner 
Molders is carried from the 
Air Ministry building prior 
to being placed on the 
gun-carriage at the com
mencement of his State 
Funeral, 28 November 
1941. Molders had 
attended the state funeral 
of Ernst Udet a week 
previously and had himself 
been tragically killed in a 
plane crash returning to 
his squadron from that 
very same funeral. The 
pall-bearers are wearing 
the newly introduced 
Waffenrock. 

516 The Waffenrock 
(Uniform Tunic), here 
shown for a Hauptfeld
webei/Hauptwachmeister 

Below: Oberst Hannes 
Trautloft wearing the 
Waffenrock closed at the 
neck. 

UNIFORM TUNIC (WAFFENROCK)IFLYING BLOUSE (FLIEGERBLUSE] 

Uniform Tunic (Waffenrock) 

In November 1938 16 It was announced that 
a new style uniform was to be introduced 
with Immediate effect. The Waffenrock was 
Intended to replace the two existing uni
forms. the Service Tunic (Tuchrock) and the 
Flying Blouse (Fliegerbluse). It was intended 
to be the standard article of clothing for wear 
by all ranks of all branches of the Luftwaffe 
on all those occasions when the previous two 
Items were worn. It combined the smartness 

of the Service Tunic with the practicability 
of the Flying Blouse. In appearance It was 
very similar to the Service Tunic In that it 
had four patch pockets and was single
breasted with a row of (five) metal buttons 
down the front. Unlike the Service Tunic, 
however, it was so designed that it could be 
worn closed at the neck. a feature of the 
Flying Blouse. It was for this reason that the 
Uniform Tunic was considered suitable for 
wear both in peace time and on active 
service (Fig. 516). 

Such personnel as had been allowed to 
purchase the service tunic were permitted 
to continue wearing it: the cut-off date was 
to be announced later. Officers. Inspectors 
of music. bandmasters. armed forces officials 
and personnel of the Corps of Engineers 
were permitted to continue wearing the 
Flying Blouse for office duty and as Undress 
Uniform even after the Introduction of the 
Uniform Tunic. 

The final date for the phasing out of the 
Flying Blouse and the Service Tunic did not 
depend upon the supply of the new Uniform 
Tunic. It was realized that the changeover 
would take a considerable time and at the 
beginning of 1939 regulations for the manu
facture of the garment were Issued. As a 
provisional measure jackets of the Service 
Tunic pattern were altered In the factory and 
privately purchased tunics were converted to 
the Uniform Tunic with very little cost 
Involved. 

In February 1939 a certain amount of 
skimping was officially permitted when It 
was announced 17 that the cloth tab and 
button arrangement beneath the collar of 
the new Uniform Tunic could be left off those 
tunics that had been privately purchased, 
and the same ruling applied to those per
sons who were responsible for purchasing 
their own uniforms provided that there 
would be no demand upon them to wear the 
collar of the Uniform Tunic closed at the 
neck. 

The Introduction of this new uniform so 
close to the outbreak of the war combined 
with production difficulties and the sheer 
volume of requirements for this garment 
meant that the proposed changeover was 
never completely achieved. 

All the Insignia and fittings on the Uni
form Tunic were the same as those on the 
Service Tunic, colours Included. 

Flying Blouse (Fliegerbluse) 

The Flying Blouse was an official garment 
available to all ranks of all branches of the 
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Luftwaffe. Including Inspectors of music. 
bandmasters. armed forces officials. officers 
and men of the Air Trame Inspectorate. 
orncers of the Corps of Engineers and Corps 
of Navigational Experts and Luftwaffe para
chute personnel. As Its name Implies. the 
blouse was Intended to be worn for flying 
duties. hence the lack or external buttons. 
pocket flaps or cuffs that might have caught 
on projecting parts of an aircraft's Interior. 
However. the blouse proved to be sufficiently 
convenient and smart enough to have been 

222 

popular with all personnel and It was worn 
for a variety of other functions. 

The Flying Blouse was Introduced soon 
after the Luftwaffe came Into being and Its 
design was very obviously Influenced by the 
former Imperial German 1915 pattern 
'Bluse'. It was a single-breasted. fly-fronted. 
short-waisted garment with plain sleeves. 
manufactured from blue-grey cloth. Before 
the war there were two patterns of the 
garment. The pattern worn by officers had 
curved side pocket openings without flaps 

Above far left: luftwa~e 
officers' pre-war panem of 
the Flight Blouse. 

Above: The pre-1940 
Flight Blouse, worn open 
at the neck (the kragen· 
bind is just visible) by a 
luftwaffe sentJy stand1ng 
guard over equipment 
somewhere in the dem1h· 
tarized Rhineland, 8 March 
1936. 



Right: Grossadmiral Erich 
Raeder, Commander-in
Chief of the German Navy, 
being driven past a Luft
waffe Guard of Honour 
prior to inspecting an Air 
Force base somewhere on 
the German coast, 1 
November 1939. The 
Honour Guard are all 
wearing the pre-1940 
pattern of Fliegerbluse 
wom by NCOs and other 
ranks. Note the absence of 
side pockets and breast 
eagles. All the blouses are 
being worn closed at the 
neck. 

517 The Flight Blouse for 
officers, pre-war pattern, 
here shown for an 
Oberleutnant 
518 The Flight Blouse for 
NCOs and ORs, pre-1940 
pattern, here shown for a 
Flieger 

! 
--· ·---- · -·-· :-----

517 

and which displayed the Luftwaffe national 
emblem on the right breast (Fig. 51 7). The 
version worn by NCOs and other ranks as 
well as by equivalent armed forces officials 
(not all of whom wore s ilver-aluminium cap 
cords on their Uniform Peaked Cap) was 
without external side pockets or breast 
eagle. This version did have the addition of 
built-in metal belt hooks and the end of each 
cuff had a short cloth tab and button 
arrangement (Fig. 518). 

In December 1940 the design of the Flying 

FLYING BLOUSE (FLIEGERBLUSE) 

Blouse as worn by NCOs and other ranks 
underwent a slight change in that shallow 
pockets were added to the skirt. The former. 
pocketless pattern was required to be worn 
unaltered until no longer serviceable and 
issues of Flying Blouses after this date were 
with pockets (see Volume 1940-5). 

Until November 1940 18
, the Luftwaffe ver

sion of the national emblem. the breast 
eagle , had not been part of the Blouse as 
worn by NCOs and other ranks. It is prob
able that the outbreak of the Second World 
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War precipitated the need for Luftwaffe 
personnel to be readily Identifiable and so It 
was that the Insignia was added to this 
garment. By an Instruction published In 
Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt dated 14 
October 1940. Order Nr. 1290 issued 1 
October 1940. all NCOs and other ranks 
were required to display the breast eagle on 
the right breast In the position corres
ponding to that on the Service Tunic. As 
from this date aJI troops were to acquire the 
Insignia and make provision for it to be 
sewn to their Blouse. Flying Blouses sup
plied after this date were provided with the 
eagle already In position. 

Collar patches. shoulder-straps and 
shoulder-strap buttons. cuff-titles. rank 
chevrons. NCO sleeve rings (HauptfeldwebeV 
Hauptwachtmetster appointments). awards. 
decorations and medal ribbon bars or medal 
ribbons worn on the Blouse were those as 
worn by the Individual on his Service Tunic. 

The practice of wearing a length of medal 
ribbon through the top buttonhole of other 
open-neck tunics was achieved on the fly
fronted blouse by stitching the ribbon In 
place on the blouse at the corresponding 
position and In Imitation of being worn 
through a non-existent buttonhole. Ribbons 
worn In this manner before the war would 
Invariably have been the Imperial Iron 
Cross. 2nd Class. After the Introduction of 
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the 1939 Iron Cross ( 1 September 1939) and 
the medal for the Winter Campaign In 
Russia. 1941-2 (26 May 1942). these too 
were displayed In this manner. where 
appropriate. 

The pre-war production of both versions of 
the Blouse for officers and for other ranks 
respectively. displayed collar piping. In the 
case of officers this took the form of twisting 
aluminium cording - gllt for general officers 
and ofnclals with general"s rank. For NCOs 
and other ranks It was In coloured piping In 
the wearer·s arm-of-service colour. but this 
piping was abolished from the Flying Blouse 
by an order dated 20 March 1940. Those 
NCOs who wore aluminium-silver cap cords 
on their Uniform Peaked Cap wore the 
twisted aluminium cording to their collars. 

When the Flying Blouse was worn open at 
the neck. any under-garment worn Inside 
the Blouse such as a collar-less shirt or 
singlet was not allowed to be visible. In 
September 1938 It was necessary for In
structions to be promulgated 18 whereby the 
issue singlets of white cotton were in future 
to have a section cut out around the throat 
to a depth of about 20cm in order that when 
these were worn In conjunction with the 
Flying Blouse the singlet would not be visible 
above the line of the open collar. 

The Flying Blouse could be worn either 
with or without a service waist-belt. For 

left: Members of the 
Imperial Japanese Military 
Students' Commission 
leaving the mess of a 
German air base some
where in the Netherlands. 
The members of the Luft
waffe Guard all wear the 
post-1940 version of the 
Fliegerbluse with added 
side-pockets and breast 
eagle. For further infor
mation of this pattern of 
Flight Blouse see Volume 
1940-5. 



1ht: Luftwaffe troops 
uepped with mountaen 
•thing. In particular the 
XJntain Cap (Bergmutze) 
th its distinctive 
lelweiss cap badge. 

officers. before the outbreak of hostilities In 
September 1939. this consisted of the 
Havana-brown leather service belt worn with 
matching cross-strap. After this date the 
cross-strap was abolished. For NCOs and 
other ranks the dark brown leather service 
belt with box buckle was worn. Prior to early 
1936 this was worn with the matching 
leather cross-strap but after this date this 
was abolished. 19 Belt hooks were provided at 
the sides of the Blouse towards the back to 
provide additional support for troops 
wearing the waist-belt and side-arm 
(bayonet). 

When the Blouse was worn either open at 
the neck or closf'd at the neck and worn with 
a stogie-buttoned neck-band It was used as: 
1. flytng Service Dress for NCOs and other 
ranks. 
2. as Field Dress for NCOs and other ranks. 
and 
3. as Service Dress for those NCOs without 
portepee and for other ranks. 

When the Blouse was worn with the blue. 
collar-attached shirt and black tie It was 
used as: 
4. Flying Service Dress for Officers. 
5. Undress Service Dress by NCOs when In 
charge of parades, 
6. Undress Service Dress by Officers worn In 
place of their Service Tunic. 

Before the war spectnc Instructions were 

SPECIAL MOUNTAIN TROOP CLOTlflNG 

laid down for the wearing of the flytng 
Blouse by Offtcers.20 It was worn: 
1. When on duty In offices. 
2. When on their way either to or from their 
place of duty other than the circumstances 
as set out below. 
3. When Inside Luftwaffe buildings or on an 
airfield or within the confines of a barracks. 
4. When worn under the cloth greatcoat or 
Officers' Cloak. 

The conditions laid down In paragraph 2 
above did not apply for movement within the 
environs of Greater Berlin or any other 
garrison town In which units of the Luft
waffe were billeted that had a strength 
greater than that of a Group (Gruppe). a 
Battalion (Abtellung) or a School (Schule). or 
where units of the army or the navy were 
garrisoned. When these conditions prevailed 
the movement to and from the officer's place 
of duty. when wearing the Flying Blouse, 
had to be undertaken either by car or else. If 
on foot. the cloth Greatcoat or the Officers' 
Cloak had to be worn. 

Special Mountain Troop Clothing for 
Units of the Luftwaffe 

Anti-aircraft artillery and air stgnals troops 
that were required to operate In mountain
ous areas were Issued with equipment and 
clothing suitable for their role. Provision 
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left: Major Koch, the 
parachute officer who led 
the successful assault on 
the fortress of Eben Emael. 
is seen here wearing the 
white Summer Tunic, part 
of the summer uniform fOf 
offkers. Held in his left 
hand is his white-topped, 
summer cap. 



519 The White Summer 
Tunic for officers and 
officials, here shown for a 
Major 

was made for individuals to wear wind 
jackets, mounta in trousers, climbing boots 
with blue-grey cloth puttees and the Moun
ta in Cap (Bergmiilze), (see page 2 10 for 
deta ils of this last item). These items were 
worn with their normal-issu e service cloth
ing. 

Sum mer Uniform 

In the tempera te clima te of Europe, the 
period from l April to 30 Sep tember was 
cons idered by the authorities as 'summer 
time·. Du ring these months. provided the 
weather was fine, offi cers, NCOs and oth er 
ra nks were permi tted to wear, on a ppro
priate occasions . their vers ion of the 
Summer Uniform. 

Officers of all ranks 
An unlined whi te gaberdine or white linen 
tunic and trousers were worn. The Summer 
Tunic was of the same design and cu t as the 
Service Tunic. It was a s ingle-breasted 
garmen t fasten ed down th e front by a ve r
tical row of four removable pebble-finis hed 
metal buttons. The tunic had four pockets, 
two breast a nd two la rger s ide pocke ts, a ll 
with pleats a nd pocket flaps. Each pocket 
flap was secured by a s ingle. removable 
metal button . The tunic was worn open a t 
the neck with the appropria te collar-

SUMMER UNIFORM 

a ttached shirt a nd tie. The s leeves of the 
tunic had 15cm-deep turn-back cu ffs (Fig. 
5 19 ). The summer trousers were made of 
white m aterial matching tha t of the tunic. 
Th e trousers had s ide pockets and were 
wi thou t turn-up cuffs. 

Colla r patches. shoulder-straps and tunic 
buttons were of the same design and col
ouring as those worn by the wearer on his 
Service Tunic. but a ll the ins ignia was 
removable for ease of cleaning. The Luft
waffe vers ion of the na tiona l emblem was 
made of lightweight meta l a nd was fixed to 
th e tunic above the righ t breast pocket (the 
swastika actually overlapping the upper 
edge of the pocket flap) by a long pin on the 
back of the ins ignia. Tunic buttons and the 
na tiona l emblem were in white metal for a ll 
officers below the rank of genera l and in gil t 
for generals and above. No colla r cording was 
worn on the Summer Tunic. 

The offi cer's vers ion of the Summer Uni
form was worn by all officers, adminis trative 
officials with officer s ta tus and officers of 
the Eng ineer Corps and Corps of Naviga
tional Experts. It was worn by them as 
Summer Dress (with white shirt and black 
tie ), as Walking-Ou t Dress and Undress 
Service Dress (with blue shirt and black lie), 
Informal and Formal Full Dress for daytime 
wear (white s hirt and black tie) a nd was also 
worn while on duty in offices. Gen erals were 
permitted to wear this tunic as Informal 
Evening Dress (see page 234). 

By an order issued in May 19372 1 author
ity was given for th e Summer Tunic to be 
worn without collar pa tches by offi cers on 
duty within barracks or when on an a ir 
bas e, including duty within offices. How
ever, collar patches had to be worn when the 
Summer Tunic was worn as Walking-Out 
Dress and Formal and Informal Evening 
Dress. 

Other items of uniform wear were worn 
with the Officers· Summer Uniform. The 
white-topped uniform peaked cap [see page 
207), white buckskin shoes withou t toe caps 
and tied with white laces and white cotton 
gloves, the la tter when called for. No wa ist
belt was normally worn. Officers· daggers 
were carried suspended from under the flap 
of the left-hand s ide pocket. Medal ribbon 
bars and pin-on badges and awards were 
also worn. 

Photographic evidence a lso shows that 
occas ionally officers wore the Uniform 
Peaked Cap and th e Flight Cap wi th the 
white Summer Tunic. ll is safe to assume 
that this was more a matter of personal 
convenience than anything to do with dress 
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regulations. Finally. during the war years 
the manuracture or the Summer Unlrorm 
was suspended with no new garments being 
available. 

NCOs and Other Ranks 
NCOs and men or the pre-war Lurtwarre were 
Issued with white linen trousers which. 
when worn In conjunction wtth their Issue 
blue-grey Unlrorm Tunic. white shirt and 
black lie. black laced-up leather shoes. white 
cotton gloves and the white-topped Summer 
Cap. constituted Walking-Out Summer 
Dress ror the rank and file. 

Special Tunic for Generals (kleiner 
Rock fUr Generate) 

The klelner Rock (little coat) was almost 
Identical wlth the design or the Imperial 
klelner Rock or 1915. As Its title Implies It 
was worn by all Lurtwaffe officers or general's 
rank Including medical officers as well as 
armed rorces orrtclals. and engineer officers 
or general's rank. It was however. only worn 
on speclrtc occasions: as Undress Service 
Dress. as Walking-Out Dress and ror ln
rormal Evening Full Dress when It replaced 
the normal Service Tunic or Mess Jacket. 

It was a double-breasted tunic or blue-grey 
superrtne cloth with lnslgnta as that worn 
on the Service Tunic (Fig. 520). Its most 
striking reature was the wlde. coloured 

left: What appears to be 
an unoffkial, probably 
pnvately purchased, white 
summef version of the 
Fliegerlli~M seen here 
worn by Hauptmann lhng. 

Far left: The other ranks' 
version of the Summef 
Unif()(lll shown here worn 
by two members of the 
Regiment 'General Goring'. 



Right: The 'little Coat' 
(kleiner Rock) for General 
Officers worn here by an 
un-named Generalleut
nant. 

SPECIAL TUNIC FOR GENERALS (KLEINER ROCK FUR GENERALE) 
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left: The President of the 
Reichsluftschutzbund and 
General der Flakartillerie 
von Schroeder, Military 
Commander-in-Chief in 
Servia, wearing the 
Generals' Special Coat 
(kleiner Rock). 



Right: Close-up showing 
the white lapels, collar 
patch and breast eagle on 
the kleiner Rock. 

Right: Details of the 
underside of the right lapel 
turned back to reveal the 
two small composite 
buttons used to attach 
the dress aiguillettes. 

520 The 'kleiner Rock' 
(little coat) the Special 
Tunic for generals, 
Wehrmachtbeamte officials 
and engineer officers of 
general or equivalent rank. 
Here shown for a 
Generaloberst 

SPECIAL TUNIC FOR GENERALS (KLEINER ROCK FUR GENERALE) 

lapels. It also had coloured piping down the 
front edge of the tunic and around the upper 
edge of each tum-back cuff. These coloured 
features were In the wearer's arm-of-service 
colour which for Luftwaffe generals was 
white. armed forces officials dark-green and 
pink for engineer officers of general's rank. 

In February 1940 Instructions were Issued 
that armed forces officials of the rank of 
general were In future to wear with Imme
diate effect (16 February) while piping and 

while broad stripes on the long trousers that 
were worn with the Special Tunic for 
generals. This order In no way changed the 
colour of dark-green as worn on the Tunic 
lapels or the piping to the Tunic. but the 
Instructions were extended to the trousers 
as worn with the Informal Evening Full 
Dress (see page 233) and the riding breeches 
(see page 213 ). 

It had two rows of three gold-coloured 
metal buttons. The shoulder-straps and 
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collar patches were as worn on the Service 
Tunic. The gold embroidered national em
blem was hand-worked on to a backing of 
white cloth which extended slightly around 
the outline of the insignia. Cuff-titles, if 
appropriate, were permitted to be worn on 
the right forearm. The Tunic had a single 
pocket on the left of the inside plus two 
ticket pockets inside the two external side 
pockets. There was a short vent in the skirt 
of the Tunic at the back. 

Both the sword and the dagger could be 
worn with this tunic by being suspended 
from the attachment set inside the tunic 
and extending through and underneath the 
left pocket flap. 

The long trousers worn with the 'little 
coat' displayed double broad stripes and 
piping of coloured cloth appropriate to the 
wearer's 'Waffenfarbe' (see page 213 for 
details) . 

The white shirt with starched white collar 
and black tie were worn exclusively with this 
tunic. 

When on duty in offices, generals were 
permitted to wear a version of the 'little coat' 
that had no coloured facings to the lapels or 
piping down the front or around the cuffs. 
Interestingly, the collar patches worn with 
this version had the gold-coloured design 
embroidered into patches of blue-grey cloth. 

As an economy measure during war-time 
there was a prohibition on the production of 
new tunics but those general officers or 
officials who already possessed this garment 
were allowed to continue wearing it on 
appropriate occasions. 

As a point of interest, Luftwaffe higher 
officials of the Judge Advocate-General's 
branch and higher officials of the other 
judicial services were instructed in Decem
ber 1939 to wear Bordeaux-red and wine-red 
respectively as their arm-of-service colour. It 
is possible but unlikely, especially in light of 
the wartime prohibition of new Special 
Tunics being made, that officials of these 
two services ranking as general officers 
might have had the 'little coat' with 
Bordeaux-red or wine-red lapels and piping. 

Evening Dress for Officers 

Evening Dress for wear by officers and 
officials of the Luftwaffe was strongly influ
enced by the Mess Dress of the German 
Navy. Notification of its introduction 
together with a detailed description of its 
design and cut was published in April 
1935,22 slightly prior to new dress regula
tions being released which included this 
new item of apparel. Until these new regula-

232 

tions had been issued the Evening Dress. 
both the informal and formal pattern that 
had been in use with the DLV (see page 14) 
was permitted to continue to be worn. It was 
also stressed that it was not compulsory for 
officers to purchase the new-style Evening 
Dress. 

The new-style Evening Dress (Fig. 521) 
was available to all officers of the new 
Luftwaffe regardless of rank, to administra
tive officials with commissioned rank and 

521 The Formal/Informal 
Full Dress Evening Uniform 
for officers and officials of 
all ranks. Here shown for 
an Oberst 



officers of the Air Traffic Control Service. 
Before the outbreak of war this availability 
was extended to officers of the Engineer 
Corps and the Corps of Navigational 
Experts. 

The short-waisted Mess Jacket and the 
high-waisted trousers were both of blue-grey 
material. The 0.3cm-thick twisted piping 
around the edge to the collar. the s houlder
straps and the metal buttons were the same 
as those on the Service Jacket. The hand
embroidered Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem was worn on the right 
breast of the Jackel. 

The Jacket was completely lined with 
artificial silk. There was an inner pocket on 
the left side. The J acket buttons were 
0. 17cm in size. domed In shape and of matt
white alloy. For generals and officia ls of 
equivalent rank the buttons were In matt 
gold-coloured meta l. On the front of the 
Jackel on each side of the opening were two 
rows of four button each set 7cm apart from 
the next with the lower two buttons posi
tioned 3.5cm from the lower edge of the 
J acket. Two small buttons linked together 
by a 7cm-long length of chain were used to 
fasten the Jacket across the midriff. In 
addition there was a small horn button 
located under the right-hand shoulder-strap 
set about 4cm In from the shoulder seam 
with a second blue-grey horn bu tton sewn 
underneath the righ t lapel halfway along Its 
length and about 5cm In from the front edge 
of the lapel. These two buttons were used to 
secure the dress alguillette in position. 

The national emblem was worn on the 
right breast at the same height as on the 
Service Tunic. 

Generals and officials of general's rank 
wore gold-coloured buttons, gold-coloured 
chain. gold twisted collar piping and gold 
embroidered national emblem. Their 
shoulder-straps were those appropriate to 
their rank. (No collar patches were worn 
with this uniform.) The Jacket was worn 
with a white boiled dress shirt complete with 
mother-of-pearl buttons and starched 
winged collar. 

The basic Even ing Dress jacket and 
trousers as described above, with the addi
tion of certain accoutrements and worn with 
a waistcoat of either blue-grey or white 
material, could be worn for e ither formal or 
informal evening functions. 

Formal Evening Full Dress 
This. the grosser Abendgesellschaflsanzug 
(often referred to as the 'Fllegerfrack'), con
sisted of blue-grey Jacket and trousers worn 

EVENING DRESS FOR OFFICERS 

with a white waistcoat. while dress shirt 
with winged collar, white bow-lie, bright 
s ilver a iguillcttc - or gold, accordi ng to 
wearer 's rank - of a special pa ttern (see 
below and page 170) and full medals. orders 
and decorations (where applicable). 

The trousers for officers below the rank of 
general were of the same basic blue-grey 
material as the jacket with s ide pockets set 
into the s ide seams. Sewn down both outer 
leg s ide scams, 0.2cm on each s ide of each 
seam. were two lengths of s ilver-aluminium 
flat woven braiding each 5cm wide. These 
were in gold-coloured braiding for generals 
and officia ls of general's rank. 

Informal Evening Full Dress 
This . t he klelner Abendgesellschaftanzug. 
was s imila r to the Formal Evening Full Dress 
except that no aiguillette was worn and in 
place of full medals only medal ribbon bars 
were displayed . The waistcoat was In blue
grey cloth matching the cloth of the Jacket 
and the white dress shirt with starched 
winged collar was worn with a black bow-tie. 

Details for trousers worn with the In
formal Evening Full Dress were: 
1. Trousers worn by generals displayed 
white piping set into the outer leg seams 
flanked on each s ide by a 4cm-wide white 
cloth stripe. The white stripes were set apart 
from the while piping by a gap on each side 
measuring 0.4cm. 
2. Trousers worn by administration officials 
with ranks equivalent to general had the 
same configuration of piping and stripes but 
in dark green cloth . Seven months after the 
introduction of the Luftwaffe Evening Dress 
it was found necessary for the authorities to 
reiterate the lnstructions23 regarding the 
wearing of the long trousers for th e Informal 
Evening Full Dress when. In order to remove 
doubts which had obviously arisen, It was 
emphasized that the trousers worn by 
generals were to car ry white piping and 
white s tripes and those worn by armed 
forces officials of general's rank s hould have 
dark green piping and dark green stripes. 
This situation continued until February 
1940 when further Ins tructions were 
issued24 regarding the long trousers worn 
by a rmed forces officials of general's rank. In 
place of the dark green piping and stripes 
they were now instructed to wear white 
piping and broad wh ite str ipes. 
3. Trousers worn by Engineers with rank 
equivalent to general had pink piping and 
cloth s tripes. 
4. Trousers worn by general s taff officers 
had carmine piping and broad cloth stripes. 
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5. Trousers worn by all other officers were 
without any side piping or stripes. 

The blue-grey waistcoat worn with the 
Informal Evening Full Dress and the white 
waistcoat worn as part of the Formal 
Evening Full Dress were identical in design 
and cut. Each was fastened in the front with 
a single row of five buttons. 1.2cm In 
diameter. each had ·u· shaped. narrow 
revers and a small ticket pocket on each side 
of the front. 

Shoes worn with both types of Evening 
Dress were of black patent leather. White 
gloves were worn. or carried. when the 
Formal Evening Full Dress was worn. No 
head-dress was worn with these uniforms. 
Personnel wearing Evening Dress out-of
doors. either travelling or In a public place. 
were expected to wear either the cloth great
coat or the officers' cloak over their attire 
complete with Uniform Peaked Cap. 

The form of aiguillette worn with the 
newly introduced Formal Evening Full Dress 
by officers up to and including the rank of 
colonel was slightly different from the type 
that had previously been worn. The new 
aiguillelte was made of bright silver
aluminium cording as opposed to the former 
matt-silver aluminium cording and the 
actual Item was Itself slightly smaller. more 
In keeping with the proportions of the Mess 
Jacket. 

Generals wore alguillettes of matt-gold 
cording of the type previously worn when the 
former style of Evening Dress consisted of 
the DLV Formal Full Dress uniform. When 
the DLV uniform was worn after 1 April 
1935 as Formal Evening Full Dress in lieu of 
the newly introduced garment, it was per
mitted to wear either the matt-silver aiguil
lette of former pattern or the new. bright 
silver-aluminium alguillette. 

Officers acting as adjutants did not. when 
wearing the Formal Evening Full Dress. 
wear their Adjutant cords. Cuff-titles were 
not worn on the jacket. 

In place of the Informal Evening Full Dress 
generals were allowed to wear their Special 
Tunic (klelner Rock) with white shirt and 
starched turn-down collar and black tie. 
During the period from 1 April to 30 Septem
ber. generals were further permitted to wear 
the white Summer Uniform as Informal 
Evening Dress. 

As with the officers' white Summer Uni
form. production of the Evening Dress was 
suspended once war had broken out. Those 
persons who already possessed the Evening 
Dress were however permitted to continue 
wearing It on appropriate occasions. 

234 



left: A wedding photo
graph taken of an Ober
leutnant and his bridge, 
date unknown. The officer 
is wearing the Formal 
Evening Fu·II-Dress for 
Officers. 

522 Greatcoat for officers 
and officials. Here shown 
for a Leutnant 
523 Greatcoat for NCOs 
and other ranks. Here 
shown for an Unterfeld
webel 

Greatcoats and Leather Coats 

Greatcoat 
The style of Greatcoat first introduced and 
used throughou t the DLV was the style used 
by Luftwaffe personnel when that organiza
tion was established in 1935. The Greatcoat 
was a garmen t intended to be worn during 
cold or inclement weather. other than for 
Oying duties. The colour of the coat was 
blue-grey including the self-coloured collar. 
The cut of the coat was the same for a ll ranks 
and as a rule all ranks wore the coat open at 
the neck with the three upper buttons left 
undone and the lapels folded back (F'ig. 522). 
However. the greatcoat was so designed that 

t:::::::: 
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it could be worn closed at the neck. the 
lapels buttoned across the chest, the colla r 
secured by a hook-and-eye fastening !F'ig. 
523). 

Collar patches and shoulder-straps were 
worn on the coat. 25 Buttons were of the 
same quality and s ize as those worn on the 
Service Tunic a nd Uniform Tunic. They were 
in white, pebble-finis hed meta l for a ll ra nks 
from Oberst down to F'lieger. Above the ra nk 
of Oberst. from General-major upwards, in
cluding administration officials a nd 
eng ineer officers of general's rank. the 
buttons were In g ilt, pebble-finished metal. 
Darkish blue-grey painted buttons were 
worn on the coal by other ranks in place of 
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the white metal buttons. a practice which 
startro just before. and Increased during. 
the war years. 

Collar patches worn by NCOs were of a 
special pattern (see page 135 and Fig. 390). 

As established within the DLV. generals 
were further distinguished by wearing white 
lapel facings and collar piping. The cloth 
used for facing the lapels was continued 
Inside both the coat flaps. reaching down to 
and finishing level with the last two buttons 
of the two rows of six gilt buttons worn down 
the front of the greatcoat. The underside of 
the collar was also faced w1th the same cloth 
as used on the lapels. The piping that 
appearro along the lower edge of the collar 
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was In fact an extension. albeit only 0.3cm 
thick. of the coloured cloth used on the 
underside of the collar- the 'unterkragen' 
Administration officials of the rank equiv
alent to generals had lapel facings and collar 
piping In dark green cloth while those of the 
Engineer Corps wore pink. From December 
1939 senior officials of the Judge Advocate
General's branch wore Bordeaux-red lapels 
and piping to their collar. and higher offi
cials of other judicial services displayed 
greatcoat lapels and piping of wine-red. 26 A 
further and final colour was Introduced late 
In the war when black facings and collar 
piping were worn by construction officers of 
general's rank. 27 

Above: The state funeral 
of Generaloberst Udet. Led 
by Rei<.hsmarschall 
Hermann GOnng, senior 
offiCers of the anned 
fOI'ces head the procession 
of military and civilian 
dignitaries that followed 
the gun-carriage from the 
Air Ministry building along 
the Wilhelmstrasse. All the 
seniOI' officers are wearing 
the cloth greatcoat, which 
m the case of the luft
waffe generals shows the 
coloured lapels. 



Above right: Luftwaffe 
officers relaxing. The 
Oberst on the far right 
wears the cloth greatcoat 
for officers. 

Right: The personal 
wreath from Adolf Hitler as 
Fuhrer and Commander-in
Chief of the Armed Forces, 
being carried from the 
forecoun of the Berlin Air 
Ministry at the commence
ment of the state funeral 
procession for Oberst 
Molders, 28 November 
1941. 

GREATCOATS AND LEATHER COATS 
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When either the dress sword or the dagger 
was worn by officers wearing the Greatcoat 
It was suspended from the special attach
ment located under the left-hand pocket flap. 

Leather Greatcoats and Greatcoats of 
Rubberized Material 
In addition to the regulation pattern cloth 
Greatcoat. officers of the Luftwaffe and all 
other air formations were permitted to 
purchase at their own expense Greatcoats 
manufactured from leather dyed to a blue
grey shade. 

These fine-grain quality leather coats 
conformed In general appearance to the 
design of the cloth Greatcoat with the 
exception that the shoulder-straps were 
detachable and no collar patches were worn. 
No other Insignia was permitted to be worn 
on this garment (with the exception of the 
Adjutant's duty cords). These coats were 
expected to be worn only for Service and 
Field Service use. 

Instructions were Issued In February 
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193828 regarding the leather coats worn by 
officers of the Luftwaffe. In an effort to 
reduce the wear and tear on these leather 
Greatcoats and consequently to conserve the 
stocks of leather held for their production. 
the lower edge to the coat's skirt had to be re
Inforced by a series of equidistant stitched 
seams. This order also applied to leather 
coats worn by officers of other services. 

From August 1937 leather Greatcoats 
purchased by officers were produced with 
the regulation pebble-finished light metaJ 
buttons.29 Prior to this date these coats were 
supplied with large Oat blue-grey plastic 
buttons. 

Middle-grade officials of the fire-fighting 
branch of the Luftwaffe (FIIegerhorstfeuer
wehren) were permitted to purchase black 
leather Greatcoats. 

In addition to the blue-grey cloth and the 
blue-grey leather Greatcoats. officers were 
also allowed to wear a top coat of rubberized 
material as well as a blue-grey rain coat. the 
former being of the same colour. cut and 

Right: An Oberfeldwebel, 
a veteran from the Great 
War, seen here conversing 
w1th an administrative 
official wearing a leather 
greatcoat. 

Below: Three Air Force 
officers all of whom are 
weanng vanous forms of 
top coats On the far left 
the officer wears a rubber
ized vers1on of a top coat, 
not too dissimilar to the 
motonng coat. The officer 
in the centre wears the 
standard-pattern cloth 
greatcoat and on the far 
nght this officer wears the 
privately purchased leather 
greatcoat. 
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shape as the cloth Greatcoat. Buttons, 
detachable shoulder-straps (but no collar 
patches) worn on these garments were the 
same as those as worn on the leather 
Greatcoat. 

Motoring and Motor Cycle Coat 
Drivers of open cab vehicles. passengers in 
such vehicles and motor-cyclists were issued 
with a full-length. double-breasted pro
tective coat. It was of the same design as the 
waterproof coat issued to motor-cyclists in 
the army. except that it was manufactured 
from blue-grey rubberized material and the 
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collar was faced with blue-grey cloth. 
Unlike the army Motor Cycle Coat which 

displayed the wearer's rank by means of 
detachable shoulder-straps. the Luftwaffe 
chose to di::.play certain insignia of rank on 
the forearms. upper arms and. to a limited 
degree. on the collar of their version of the 
Motoring Coat (Fig. 524 ). 

All NCOs. regardless of individual rank. 
were distinguished from other ranks and 
officers by wearing a short length of Luft
waffe pattern. dull-grey rank braiding along 
both leading edges to the collar (Fig. 525). 
NCOs from Stabsfeldwebei/Stabswacht
meister down to FeidwebeUWachtmeister 

524 The Motor·Cycle and 
Motoring Coat. Here 
shown for an Oberfeld· 
webei/Oberwachtmeister 

Left: There are always 
exceptions to the rules. 
Shown here is a Luftwaffe 
Unteroffizier wearing a 
waterproof motor·cycle 
coat complete with rank 
braiding around the fabric-



faced collar and luftwaffe 
shoulder-straps in the 
same fashion as used in 
the army. 

Above: A luftwaffe motor 
cyclist rides warily past an 
unexploded bomb. He is 
wearing the issue motor 
cycle coat, goggles and 
gauntlets. 

carried their distinguishing rank Insignia 
as sleeve rings-StabsfeldwebeVStabswacht
melster with the addition of a rank star 
- on both forearms of the coat (Figs. 
526-529). Rank Insignia for officers (Figs. 
530-545) was of the same pattern as that 
worn on the Flight Clothing and was worn 
on both upper arms of the protective water
proof coat. As an economy measure during 
the war period, only one Insignia of officer 
rank was Intended to be worn on the motor-

GREATCOATS AND LEATHER COATS 

cycle coat and that was on the upper left arm 
halfway between the point of the s houlder 
and the elbow. 

Personnel with the rank ofHauptgefreiter. 
Obergefrelter and Gefrelter were instructed 
to wear three. two and a s ingle chevron 
respectively. The chevrons were of grey NCO 
braiding. lcm wide. stitched to a triangular 
backing of blue-grey material and were stuck 
with a rubber solution. to the left upper arm 
of the motor-cycle coat. The chevrons were 
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Above: The insignia for a 
Colonel when wearing 
protective flight clothing {a 
subject covered in detail in 
Volume 1940-5). 

Insignia of NCO Ranks as 
worn on the Motoring 
and Motor-Cycle Coat : 
525 All NCOs, regardless 
of rank, had the additional 
distinction of wearing a 
short length of Luftwaffe 
rank braid on the leading 
edges to the cloth-faced 
collar of the rubberized 
Motoring and Motor-Cycle 
Coat 
526 Rank insignia worn on 
both forearms of the pro
tective coat by personnel 
with the rank of Stabsfeld
webei!Stabswachtmeister 
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527 Forearm insignia for 
Hauptfeldwebei/Haupt
wachtmeister 
528 Forearm insignia for 
Oberfeldwebei/Oberwacht
meister or Oberfahnrich 
529 Forearm insignia for 
FeldwebeiNVachtmeister 
Officers wore the same 
pattern of insignia as that 
worn on the Flight 
Clothing {see Volume 
1940-5). Personnel below 
FeldwebeiNVachtmeister 
rank wore chevrons on the 
upper left arm {not 
illustrated here) of the 
same design and for the 
same ranks as shown on 
page 138 

Rank Insignia for the 
Flying Suit and Certain 
Other Garments 
530 Generalfeldmarschall 
531 Generaloberst 
532 General der Flieger 
533 Generalleutnant 
534 Generalmajor 
535 Oberst 
536 Oberstleutnant 
537 Major 
538 Hauptmann 
539 Oberleutnant 
540 Leutnant 
541 Stabsfeldwebel 
542 Oberfeldwebell 
Oberfahnrich 
543 Feldwebel 
544 Unterfeldwebell 
Fahnrich 
545 Unteroffizier 

525 

526 527 

528 529 
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similar In shape to those shown on page 
138. As the Motoring and Motor Cycle Coats 
were manufactured from rubberized fabric, 
all Insignia was glued. not sewn to the 
garments. 

Despite the fact that there were pre-war 
Instructions specifically laid down for the 
above types of Insignia to be worn on the 
Motor-Cycle Protective Coat30 very little 
photographic evidence has survived to show 
that these Instructions were carried out. 
Almost every photograph I have been able to 
see shows just a plain protective coat being 
worn without Insignia. 
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Waterproof Rubberized Capes 
Cloaks, or capes, manufactured from light
weight blue-grey coloured fabric-covered 
rubberized material were also available for 
all officers to purchase. The same regula
tions for wearing this garment obtained as 
for the cloth cloak. Very similar in cut and 
design to the cloth garment, the rain cape 
did not carry the large eagle and swastika 
when that Item was eventually introduced. 

Officers • Cloak 
The cloak was purchased by the Individual. 
and permitted to be worn by all officer ranks 

Above: German troops re
occupy Cologne airfield. 
Photographed on 9 March 
1936, German Luftwaffe 
troops who were confined 
to their quarters in the re
occupied Rhineland zone, 
look on as an officer, 
wearing waterproof top 
coat, salutes a motor-cycle 
dispatch-rider wearing the 
waterproof motor cycle
motoring coat. 



Including Engineer and Navigational Corps 
officers as well as those administrative 
officials who ranked as officers. The cloak 
was not a compulsory Item and It ceased to 
be available once war had broken out. The 
cloak was permitted to be worn on any 
occasion for which a specific form of dress 
had not been laid down for Officers, NCOs 
and other ranks. The cloak could, If re
quired, be worn over the cloth greatcoat. 31 

The colour of the Cloak was blue-grey. For 
generals. administrative officials and 
engineer officers who ranked equivalent to 
generals, the piping around the lower edge 

' ' 
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546 Officers' Cloak 

to the collar and the underside of the stand 
and fall collar Itself was In the wearer's 
Waffenfarbe (white, dark green or pink 
respectively). The cloak was single-breasted 
and was fastened by a single line of five blue
grey hom buttons hidden by a fly-fronted 
closure (Fig. 546). It was secured across the 
breast with a 'Spanlerschlosse' (lit. Spanish 
castle), a clasp consisting of two eagle
headed decorated bosses the right-hand one 
of which had a short length of chain 
attached. the loose end of which was hooked 
to the catch on the underside of the opposite 
boss. These cloak clasps were In silver
coloured, oxidized light metal for all officers 
below the rank of general. and in gilt
coloured metal for generals and their equiv
alent In the administrative services and 
Engineer Corps. 

A correctly tailored cloak was required to 
reach to a length that was one hand's width 
below the wearer's knee line. On 1 January 
1939 the large-size Luftwaffe version of the 
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national emblem was introduced. H was 
worn on the left side of the cloak below the 
line or the shoulder in a position that 
corresponded to the midway point of the 
upper arm. The eagle's head faced to the left. 
the wearer's front. the opposite direction to 
that worn on the breast of most Luftwaffe 
tunics. The emblem. which had a width of 
17.5cm from wing tip to wing tip. was hand 
embroidered in a luminium-silver bullion 
threads on a blue-grey cloth backing or in 
gold-coloured threads, also on a blue-grey 
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Left: The Luftwaffe 
Officer's cloak, here worn 
by Goring when General
feldmarschall. Immediately 
behind him are (left to 
right) Army Generalfeld
marschall Fedor von Bock, 
Grossadmiral Erich Raeder 
and Generalfeldmarschall 
Wilhelm Keitel. 



547 luftwaffe Eagle for backing. according to the rank of the 
wear on the Officers' Cloak wearer. 

Right: The blue-flecked 
Luftwaffe shirt. 

The eagle and swastika badge worn on the 
Officers • Cloak 
Instructions issued In December 193832 

stated that on the cloth cloak. not the 
rubberized version. the Luftwaffe version of 
the eagle and swasllka badge !Fig. 54 7) was 
in future to be worn as follows: generals. 
armed forces officials and members of the 
Corps of Engineers of equivalent rank were 
to wear the badge. hand-embroidered In 
gold-coloured threads (Kantllle). All other 
personnel permitted to wear the cloak dis
played the same design of eagle and swastika 
badge hand-embroidered In silver-alumin
Ium threads (Kantlllc). The dimensions of 
the badge were given as: span of the eagle's 
wings. about 17.5cm: overall height. about 
9.2cm: size of the swastika (point to point) 
about 3.4cm. The location of the badge was 
on the left side of the cloak with the eagle 

SHIRTS, TIES. SOCKS AND SWEATERS 

facing forward and sewn to the cloak in such 
a way that the body of the eagle was located 
In the lower half of the verllcal sec lion of the 
upper arm with the swastika's lower point 
also on the upper arm. The same Instruc
tions further stated that with effect from I 
January 1940 only cloth cloaks were to carry 
the Luftwaffe-style eagle and swastika 
badge. 

Shirts, Ties. Socks and Sweaters 

These somewhat mundane aspects of 
military uniforms. easily overlooked. were 
Important parts of the clothing issued to or 
purchased by the members of the Luftwaffe. 

Shirts and Ties 
Shirts for normal temperate wear were in 
light blue-grey ('Biaumeliert' or blue-flecked) 
or white depending on the order of dress 
being worn. Both colours were worn with a 
black tie. 
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Above: Under the 
supervision of an Ober
feldwebel man from a 
Luftwaffe unit off-load th 
contents of a lorry. With 
their tunics removed, thei 
collarless shirts can clear! 
be seen as well as the hit 
waistband at the back of 
their trousers as well as 
the pattern of their brace 

left: Soldiers of the 
Luftwaffe undergoing 
instruction in musketry. fl 
wear the regulation issue 
off-white two-piece fatig1 
uniform. Photograph take 
of men of the Fliegerer
satz-Abteilung at Schon
walde near Spandau, 12 
January 1939. 



Sports Vests, Sports 
Shirts and Sports Shorts: 
548 Sports vest and 
shorts. Black cotton shorts 
worn with the luftwaffe 
regulation issue sports 
vest. The large luftwaffe 
'Wehrrnachtsportsab
zeichen' was worn on the 
centre of the chest, 7 em 
below the neck opening 
549 Sports shirt and shorts 
for luftwaffe NCOs. The 
single, 1 em-wide black 
twill band around the neck 
of the shirt (vest) indicated 
that the wearer was an 
NCO. Worn below the 
Armed Forces Sports 
Badge (Wehrmachtsports
abzeichen) is the 
Squadron Band (Staffel
band) in one of four 
colours. The letter 'D' 
indicates the initial letter 
of the Squadron base, here 
shown for, among others 
with the same letter, 
Fliegergruppe Doberitz, 
home base for the 
Jagdgeschwader 
Richthofen. 
550 Sports shirt and shorts 
for luftwaffe officers. 
Officers were distinguished 
by wearing two 1cm-wide 
black twill neck bands 
separated by a gap O.Scm 
wide. The letter 'F' set in 
the centre of the Squadron 
Band indicates that the 
wearer is from the Flieger
geschwader Fassberg, 
home base of Geschwader 
Boekke 

White, boiled dress shirts were worn as 
part of the Evening Dress for officers. They 
were worn with a stiff, winged white collar 
and with either a white or a black bow-tie 
depending on the style of Evening Dress 
being worn, see page 232. Grey shirts with 
black tie were part of the Black Panzer 
uniform worn by personnel of the 'Herman 
Goring Division' and are dealt with In 
Volume 1940-5. as are the light tan tropical 
shirts both with long and short sleeves worn 
by Luftwaffe troops In hot weather countries 
such as Italy, Greece and North Africa. 

Socks 
Grey woollen stockings of mid-calf length 
were Issued to male Luftwaffe personnel. 
They came in four foot sizes and were 
marked as such by the use of white knitted 
rings. approximately 0.3cm wide, around 
the top of each sock. A single ring Indicated 
a small size, two rings for medium size, 
three for large and four rings for extra large. 

Woollen Sweaters (Sch1upfjacke 36) 
Official Issue woollen sweaters had long 
sleeves and a ·v· neck collar. (The 'Schlupf
jacke 36' or Woollen Sweater pattern '36 was 
introduced and described in detail in 
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Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt Nr. 39 dated 
28 September 1936. pp. 494-5. Order Nr. 
1200, issued 16 September 1936.) They 
were machine-knitted in grey wool and had a 
darkish blue-grey 1.5cm-wide band around 
the 21cm-deep neck opening as well as 
around the ends of each 12cm-deep wristlet 
set 2cm back from the edge. This item was 
particularly well suited to be worn under the 
open neck Plying Blouse. It replaced the 
former 'Unteljacke'. Turtleneck sweaters 
began to be issued during the war and many 
personnel serving on the Eastern Front 
during the winter months of the war very 
often wore sweaters of civilian manufacture 
that did not always conform to the Issue 
garments. 

Sports Clothing 

Sports Vest (Sporthemd) 
The regulation Sports Vest was sleeveless, 
collarless, and made of white cotton mater
ial, although photographic evidence shows 
that plain colours were also worn. Sewn on 
to the front of the Sports Vest. 7cm below 
the neck opening (Fig. 548), was the 
Wehrmacht sports badge (Wehrmacht
sportsabzeichen). This featured the Luft
waffe's version of the national emblem: eagle 
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in flight clutching a swastika in its left talon. 
It was machine-woven in black cotton on to a 
white, inverted triangular background, the 
upper edge being 24cm broad and the other 
two edges 11. Scm long. 

Sports Shorts ( Sporthose) 
These were of black cotton material, pocket
less and elastica ted at the waistband. 

Sports Shorts Insignia 
Instructions were laid down for an arm-of
service badge to be worn on Sports Shorts, 33 

but I have never seen any photographic 
evidence of such insignia being worn. 

This badge consisted of what was des
cribed as 'an antique shield' - a shield 
assumed to be of the shape as illustrated on 
the black sports shorts in Fig. 549. This was 
Bcm high and 5.5cm wide with a white 
border .3cm thick. The badge, which it is 
assumed was of a plain colour correspond
ing to that of the wearer's arm-of-service 
colour, was positioned on the right front of 
the shorts at a 45-degree angle to the central 
line and waistband. It was sewn 3cm below 
the waistband and 1 Ocm from the centre
line of the shorts. 

Running shoes (Laufschuhe) 
These were of brown leather and laced up at 
the front. No mention can be found of any 
special issue socks to be worn with this kit. 

In addition to this basic sports kit the 
Luftwaffe had an elaborate system of col
oured swimming trunks, sports vests in 
different colours, sports vests with coloured 
bands, football and handball shirts and 
shorts as well as training suits. 

Bathing Trunks 
The issue, triangular swimming trunks, 
with an 18cm-deep side seam (not to be 
confused with the sports shorts), were in 
four classifications: 
1. All-black trunks for wear by swimming 
pupils (Fig. 551 ). 
2. All-light green trunks for wear by experi
enced swimmers and life-guards (Rettungs
schwimmer) (Fig. 552). 
3. Light green trunks with a single l.5cm
wide band of white around the waist, 
indicating that the wearer was a rescue 
swimming instructor, holder of a test 
certificate (Fig. 553). 
4. Light green trunks with two l.5cm-wide 
bands of white around the waist and worn 
by a rescue· swimming instructor, holder of 
an instruction certificate (Fig. 554 ). 

These trunks were only to be worn when 
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swimming or bathing on duty. Participants 
in any form of watersports outside official 
activity had to conform to police regulations 
and wear either bathing trunks or a bathing 
suit supplied at the individual's expense. 3 4 

A standard pattern of sports clothing was 
introduced for members of the Luftwaffe 
sports associations during March 1936.35 

Individuals had to purchase and maintain 
this clothing and, although these items were 
permitted to be worn in place of the issue 
sports kit for official Luftwaffe sports 
activities, it was compulsory wear for sports 
events outside official functions. 

Sports Shirts 
These were of the same pattern as the Sports 
Vest described above but with the following 
additions. Below the Wehrmacht sports 
badge displayed across the front of the chest 
was sewn a 12cm-deep horizontal band of 
coloured material known as a Squadron 
Band (Staffelband). Positioned in the middle 
of this band, directly below the swastika of 
the Wehrmachts sports badge, was a 
circular cloth badge, llcm in diameter, of 
the same colour as the Staffelband and 
displaying in black block capitals the initial 
letters of the wearer's air station (Figs. 549 
and 550). The choice of red, yellow, blue or 
green as the colour for the horizontal band 
and the station badge was left to the 
individual sports association. 

Officers and NCOs were distinguished 
when wearing the Sports Vest or Sports 
Shirt by displaying a form of service rank 
grade consisting of one or two narrow bands 
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Right: Rudolf Harbig, 
German Olympics 
champion and holder of 
three world records, 
running in the 4 by 800 
relay race held at a sports 
event in Paris in August 
1941. He is shown taking 
the baton from his team 
mate. Both men wear the 
sports vest with the Wehr
machtsportsabzeichen dis
played on the front, the 
runner passing the baton 
also shows the Staffelband 
with the letter '8'. 

Above right: NCOs wear
ing the Luftwaffe sports 
vest with the single black 
twill band around the edge 
of the neck opening. 



Bathing· Trunks: 
551 All-black trunks for 
wear by swimmers 
undergoing instruction 
552 light green trunks as 
worn by experienced 
swimmers and life-guards 
553 light green trunks 
with a stngle 1. Scm-wide 
band of white material 
around the waist as worn 
by rescue swimming 
instructors, holders of a 
test certificate 
554 light green trunks 
with two, l.Scm-wide 
bands of wh1te around the 
waist and worn by rescue 
swimming instructors 
holding an Instruction 
certificate 

-

SPORTS CLOTHING 
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of black twill material stitched to the vest. 
following the shape of the neck opening. 
NCOs wore a single l cm-wlde band (Fig. 
549) and officers wore two lcm-wide bands 
separated by a gap 0.5cm wide (Fig. 550). :Ill 

Football and Handball Shirts 
Shirts for use by sports association person
nel were of the same pattern as used univer
sally by most European football and 
handball teams of that period. The shirts 
had long sleeves and were open at the neck 
with soft. attached collar. 

Individual station sports associations 
were allowed to order- at their own expense 
- shirts In a colour or design of their own 
choice. be It of a single colour. a two-colour 
combination. vertical stripes. horizontal 
hoops or such. Worn on the right breast of 
the football and handball shirt was the 
Luftwaffe's national emblem on a backing of 
dark-blue material and embroidered in the 
same pattern and worn In the same position 
as that on the Service Tunic. 37 

Training or Track Suits 
These were obtained at the Individual's own 
expense. They were of plain. dark-blue 
colour without any pattern . They were a two
piece garment consisting of a blouse and 
trousers (Fig. 555). The blouse had a short 

• 

' 
(\ 
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neck opening secured with three small 
buttons and having an attached soft collar. 
There was a small pocket on the left breast 
and the national emblem was worn on the 
right breast. 311 Badges of rank of the same 
design as those used on the Flying Suit (see 
Figs. 530 to 545) were worn on both anns of 
the track or training suit midway between 
the shoulder seam and the elbow. (War-time 
economy measures did away with the 
insignia of rank worn on both upper arms 
and instead only one rank badge was worn 
on the left upper arm.) The insignia was 
white on a black background.39 Adminis
trative officials wore the style of insignia 
accorded to them for use on their flying suit. 
see Volume 1940--5. 

555 The two-piece, dark 
blue training or track suit 
as worn by luftwaffe 
personnel. The luftwaffe 
version of the national 
emblem was worn over the 

right breast. Rank insignia 
worn on both upper arms 
was of the type worn on 
the flying suits. Rank 
shown here is for a 
leutnant, being white 

Below: Patients in a 
military hospital. The 
corporal in the foreground 
wears an issue track suit 
with rank badges on both 
upper arms, indicating an 
Unteroffizier. 

cloth 'wings' and 'bar' on 
dark blue backing. (See 
Volume 1940-5 for chart 
of Flight Clothing Rank 
Insignia) 
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M ore than 800 illustrations, includ
ing some 350 photographs and 450 
line drawings, complement the 

detailed and authoritative text in this 
account of the uniforms and insignia of the 
Third Reich's air force. Included also are the 
many subsidiary and auxiliary organiza
tions that fell within its administrative 
ambit. 

This volume continues the story begun in 
Brian Davis's first volume on the Luftwaffe, 
to describe and illustrate the uniforms and 
insignia worn from 1940 to the end of the 
Second World War in Europe. In addition to 
chronicling the evolution and development 
of the individual items of wear, this book 
provides comprehensive coverage of the 
clothing worn by Luftwaffe aircrew and by 
Germany's parachute forces, the Fall
schirmjager, as well as the various women's 
services. 

This volume covers: 
• The Nationalsozialistische Fliegerkorps 
(National Socialist Flying Corps), the 
Reichsluftschutzbund (National Air Raid 
Protection League). the Luftschutzwarn
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Raid Warning Service and Security and 
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and embroidered shoulder strap insignia, 
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specialist badges, qualification badges, 
operational flying clasps, war badges, 
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service badge cords, gorgets, musicians' 
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belts and buckles 
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• Protective clothing and protective work 
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them 
• Protective rubberised motor-cycle coats 
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forms of protective clothing, and the 
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insignia worn by the Luftwaffe Corps of 
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waffe administration officials on their flight 
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• Flight clothing, including flying suits, fly
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This volume picks up where the first one 
left off, 1940 being the year chosen as the 
demarcation point. Each volume contains 
information relating to organiZations that 
existed only in the relevant period, but 
much of what was written about the Luft
waffe proper in the 1933-40 volume 
applies equally to the 1940-1945 period. 
However, it would be extravagant to repeat 
text in this book that had appeared in the 
first; moreover, there is insufficient space 
in this volume to do so. 

These subjects have not been ignored 
altogether, as can be seen from the con
tents , but I have in the main attempted to 
introduce new information where applica
ble, hopefully without repeating too much. 
Clothing and garments. objects worn as 
accoutrements or particular items of 
insignia introduced before 1939 very often 
continued in use throughout the war years, 
although in certain instances their use 
probably declined as the hardships of the 
war became increasingly desperate. 

I have made a special feature of the 
many and varied uniforms worn by Reichs
marschall Goring, and this appears in the 
fmal section of this volume. With the sin
gular exception of mentioning the two sets 
of Reichsmarschall's rank insignia con
tained within the range of Luftwaffe collar 
patches and shoulder-straps (page 37), 

Introduction 

everything else appertaining to the uni
forms and special insignia worn by Goring 
is to be found in this final section. 

Whenever possible I have attempted to 
give full references to almost all of the 
material I have extracted from official or 
semi-official publications. The majority of 
these reference notes are to be found at the 
rear of both volumes. I hope that this will 
enable those persons who have an interest 
in this subject to conduct.further research 
themselves. 

As before. a considerable number of line 
drawings have been included. This was a 
deliberate decision, to avoid a mix of pho
tographs and drawings appearing together 
on the same page. It also helps to present 
the subject matter with clarity. Once again 
I have made a careful selection of pho
tographs to supplement and illustrate both 
the text and drawings. 

With a subject as complex as the Ger
man Air Force. covering a 12-year period 
and rapidly fading into history, there are 
bound to be errors of omission and faults 
in both volumes. I have noticed one or two 
in the first book, but I have done my best 
to present much of what I know as suc
cinctly as possible. I would be delighted to 
hear from anyone who can knowledgeably 
add to what I have written and , where nec
essary, offer constructive criticism. 
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Below: The national emblem 
{as worn on the Uniform 
Peaked Cap) and the 
Retchskokarde, surrounded by 
a wreath of oakleaves and 
flanked by stylized wings 
(worn on the band of the 
Peaked Cap). These items, 
worn here by an unidentified 
Gefreiter, are of pressed silver
aluminium alloy. 

Below right The national 
emblem and Reichskokarde as 
worn on the Other Ranks 
Fhght Replacement Cap and 
the national emblem worn 
on the Flight Blouse, here 
worn by an unidentified 
Obergefreiter. 

The National Emblem of Germany 
and the Reichskokarde 

The Luftwaffe version of the national 
emblem consisted of an eagle, the tradi
tional national emblem of Germany, with 
outstretched wings. in an attitude of 
flight and clutching in its left talon a 
swastika, the emblem of the National 
Socialist German Workers' (Nazi) Party. 
This insignia was required by law to be 

worn on the right breast of most jackets 
and tunics (Fig. 1) and, In a smaller ver
sion, on almost all cloth head-dress. (Fig. 
3) 

The National Cockade, which for the 
Luftwaffe was introduced in May 1935,1 
was made up of concentric rings of the 
national colours of National Socialist Ger-
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEM OF GERMANY AND THE REICHSKOKARDE 

many, having a red centre encircled by a 
band of white or silver with an outer ring 
of black. The Luftwaffe version differed 
from the cockades used by other branches 
of the armed forces in having a narrow 
band of silver or gold (depending on the 
wearer's rank) around the outer black 
band. 

On certain forms of head-dress the 
Cockade was worn as a separate item, on 
others it was worn in conjunction with a 
wreath of oakleaves flanked by a pair of 
stylized 'wings' (Fig. 2 ). 
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A point of interest is that two distinct pat
terns of the Luftwaffe 'Hoheitszeichen', the 
national emblem. were in existence at vari
ous times. The version that had a pro
nounced downward sweep of the tail feathers 
is generally agreed to be the early, pre-war 
version; the type in which the tail feathers 
were outspread is regarded as being the sec
ond pattern, used both before and during the 
war (see Volume 1933--40, p.lO, for details of 
these two patterns). (For details regarding 
the colour of these emblems see p.1 06, head
dress and p. 116, uniforms.) 

Right: The national emblem 
and Reichskokarde, worn on 
the front of the Other Ranks 
version of the Flight Cap by 
an unnamed Flieger. 

Far right: The national 
emblem and Reichskokarde as 
worn on the front of the 
Other Ranks version of the 
Flight Cap by an unnamed 
Gefreiter. 

Luftwaffe Version of the 
German National Emblem 
and the Reichskokarde. 

1 Luftwaffe version of the 
national emblem. 
2 Luftwaffe oakleaf wreath, 
stylized wings and Reichs
kokarde, hand-embroidered 
version. Items 1 and 2 were 
worn together on the 
Officers' quality Uniform 
Peaked cap. 
3 The machine-woven, 
second-pattern version of the 
Luftwaffe national emblem. 
This size was worn on the 
right breast. 
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National Socialist Flying 
Corps (NSFK) Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-straps, 
1935-1945. 
All collar patches were pro
duced from blue-grey cloth 
edged with bright yellow pip
ing. With the singular excep
bon of the collar patches 
worn by the Korpsfuhrer of 
the NSFK, all insignia dis
played on these patches. 
embroidered or in pressed, 
hollow metal, were in white 
cotton, silver bullion or white 
metal. TWisted cording worn 
around collar patches from 
the appointment of Ehren
fuhrer (F1gs. 4 & 5) down to 
the rank of NSFK-Sturmfuhrer 
(F1g. 24) was silver bullion. 
4 & 5 NSFK-EhrenfOhrer. 
Right- and left-hand collar 
patches. (An Ehren!Ohrer was 
an Individual upon whom the 
appointment of an honorary 
commision in the NSFK had 
been bestowed. This appoint
ment title appeared only in 
the post-1940 'Organisations
buch der NSDAP'.) 
6 Shoulder-strap for NSFK
Korpsfuhrer. All gold plaited 
bra1d1ng on bright yellow 
underlay. NSFK shoulder
straps were originally worn on 
the nght shoulder only, but 
were later worn (at least by 
lower NSFK ranks) in match
Ing pa1rs. Gilt button. 
7 & 8 NSFK-Korpsfuhrer. 
R1ght- and left-hand collar 
patches. The fl~ng man 
emblem was in silver bullion 
or pressed white metal on a 
gold bullion wreath mounted 
on a blue-grey patch edged 
bnght yellow and with twisted 
g11t-coloured cording. 
9 Shoulder-strap for NSFK 
ranks from NSFK-Ober
gruppenfOhrer down to NSFK
Oberfuhrer. The strap had 
silver and gilt twisted and 
pk'lrted cording on a bright 
yellow underlay. Silver button. 
10 NSFK-Obergruppenfuhrer. 
Left-hand collar patch. The 
right-hand patch was a mirror 
1mage of this. 
11 NSFK-GruppenfUhrer. Left
hand collar patch. 

1: HISTORICAL DEVEWPMENT 

National Socialist Flying Corps 
(Nationalsozialistische Fliegerkorps) 

The National Socialist Flying Corps was 
established on 5 March 1935, eleven days 
before the reintroduction of national mili
tary conscrtption. Headed by General der 
Flieger Frtedrich Christiensen , it was a 
State registered corporation subordinate to 
the Minister for Air and the Commander
in-Chief of the Luftwaffe. KorpsfOhrer 
Christiensen was an active Luftwaffe Gen
eral and was directly responsible to Goring. 

General Christlensen continued to com
mand the NSFK until , in May 1940, he was 
appointed 'Wehrmachtbefehshaber (Armed 
Forces Commander -in-Chief) for the 
Netherlands in succession to General 
Alexander von Falkenhausen. Chris tien
sen's position as Chief of the NSFK was 
taken over by Korpsfiihrer Generaloberst 
Alfred Keller. 

The principal task of the NSFK was to 
encourage all Germans to be air-minded 
and to stress the role of air power in mod
ern warfare. By classroom ins truction, 
training and practical experience, it s trove 
to encourage youngsters and teenagers to 
become the future aircrews of the new Ger
man Air Force. 

The German Air Sports League (DLV) 
established two years earlier on 25 March 

12 NSFK-BrigadefOhrer. Left
hand collar patch. 
13 NSFK-Oberfuhrer. Left
hand collar patch. 
14 Shoulder-strap for NSFK 
ranks from NSFK-Standarten
fOhrer down to NSFK-Sturm
bannfOhrer. The strap had 
silver twisted cording mount
ed on a bright yellow cloth 
covered underlay. Silver but
ton. 
15 & 16 NSFK-Standarten-

fuhrer. Right- and left-hand 
collar patches. This was the 
most junior rank of the off1cer 
ranks that wore patches in 
mirror pa1rs. 
17 & 18 NSFK-Obersturm
bannfOhrer of the 3rd Sturm 
of the 1 Bth Standarte. As for 
all remaining NSFK ranks, the 
right-hand collar patch dis
played the number of the 
wearer's unit (or staff appoint
ment, see Fig.31), and the left 

1933, with a similar purpose, was officially 
disbanded on 7 April 1937 and all eligible 
DLV personnel were absorbed into the NSFK. 

The pre-war and early war-time organiza
tional structure of the NSFK consisted of sev
enteen Flying Corps spread across the Reich: 
NS-Fliegerkorps 1. 'Ostland' based at 

Konigsberg in East Prussia. 
NS-Fliegerkorps 2, 'Nord' at Stettln 
NS-Fliegerkorps 3, 'Nordwest' at Hamburg 
NS-Fliegerkorps 4. 'Berlin-Mark Branden-

burg' in the Reich capital 
NS-Fliegerkorps 5, 'Warthegau ' in the 

eastern territory 
NS-Fliegerkorps 6. 'Schlesien' at Bresla u 
NS-Fliegerkorps 7, 'Elbe-Saale' at Dresden 
NS-Fliegerkorps 8. 'Mitte' at Eschwege 
NS-Fliegerkorps 9, 'Weser -Elbe' at 

Hanover 
NS-Fliegerkorps 10 , 'Westfalen' at Dort 

mund 
NS-Fliegerkorps 11 , 'Hessen-Westmark' at 

Frankfurt/Main 
NS-Fliegerkorps 12, 'Niederhein' at Essen 
NS-Fliegerkorps 13, 'Main-Dona u' at 

Nuremberg 
NS-Fliegerkorps 14 , 'Bayern-Si.id' at 

Munich 
NS-Fliegerskorps 15, 'Schwaben' at 

Stuttgart 
NS-Fliegerkorps 16, 'Si.idwest' at Karl
sruhe 

hand-patch the wearer's rank. 
19 NSFK-SturmbannfOhrer. 
Left-hand collar patch. The 
rank stars (or 'pips') were of 
white alloy. 
20 Shoulder-strap for NSFK
SturmhauptfOhrer/NSFK
HauptsturmfOhrer down to 
the rank of NSFK-SturmfOhrer. 
The strap had two strands of 
silver-aluminium twisted cord
ing la1d flat on a yellow 
underlay to form four lines of 

cording. White metal button. 
(The rank of NSFK-Sturm
hauptfuhrer was previously, at 
least before 1940. referred to 
as NSFK-HauptsturmfOhrer.) 
21 NSFK-SturmhauptfOhrer 
left-hand collar patch. 
22 & 23 NSFK-Obersturm
fOhrer on the Staff of NSFK 
Group 9. Right- and left-hand 
collar patches. 

13 
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24 25 26 

NS-Fliegerkorps 17. 'Ostrnark' at Vienna 
The NS-Fliegerkorps continued to func

tion throughout the remaining pre-war 
years, and although its personnel and out
put of fresh recruits for the Luftwaffe 
declined towards the last year of the war, it 
nevertheless fulfilled an important function 
for the German war effort. 

The main wartime functions of the NSFK 
were as follows: 
(a) Maintaining schools to train pilots, wireless 

operators, glider troops and parachutists, 
as well as other specialized personnel. 

(b) Giving instruction to the Flieger-HJ. the 
Aviation Hitler Youth. 

(c) Producing a constant flow of skilled per 
sonnel for the Luftwaffe, and thereby 
functioning as a reserve pool for the air 

force. 

31 32 
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27 28 29 

The NSFK 'Flying Man' Emblem 
Icarus of Greek mythology was a mortal 
who attempted to fly. Legend has it that 
Daedalus. the father of Icarus, had, out of 
jealousy and spite, murdered his nephew 
Talos. a gifted sculptor and a brilliant 
inventor. Daedalus, with Icarus. fled to the 
island of Crete to escape his crime. Here 
Daedalus designed the labyrinth for King 
Minos, but was imprisoned by the king for 
his efforts. Daedalus and his son escaped 
from prison by constructing wings fash
ioned from bird feathers, bound to a frame
work of saplings and glued into position by 
beeswax. The flight of Daedalus was suc
cessful, but Icarus overreached himself. 
The higher he flew. the nearer to the sun he 
went; the wax melted, his wings disinte
grated and Icarus fell to his death . 

33 34 

30 

24 NSFK·Sturmfuhrer. Left
hand collar patch. This was 
the most junior officer rank. 
25 Shoulder-strap for NSFK 
ranks from NSFK-Ober
truppfOhrer down to the low
est rank of NSFK-Mann. The 
strap was of blue-grey cloth 
piped with bright yellow cord
ing. Buttons were either white 
metal or painted blue-grey. 
NSFK unit numbers are found 
embroidered in yellow threads 
into the cloth strap. 
26 NSFK -ObertruppfOhrer. 
Left-hand rank patch. The 
'rank bars' were produced 
from silver-aluminium braiding 
with a central line of black 
silk. Rank stars were in white 
metal. 
27 NSFK-TruppfOhrer. Left
hand collar patch. 
28 & 29 NSFK-Oberschar
fuhrer on the staff of Stan
darte 3. Right- and left-hand 
collar patches. 
30 NSFK-Scharfuhrer. Left
hand collar patch. 
31 & 32 NSFK-Rottentohrer 
on the staff of the NSFK
KorpsfOhrer. Right- and left
hand collar patches. 
33 NSFK-Sturmmann. Left
hand collar patch. 
34 NSFK-Mann. Left-hand 
collar patch. 



35 NSFK Breast Emblem. An 
artistic representation of 
Icarus was chosen as an 
appropriate emblem for the 
membership of the National 
Socialist Flying Corps. This 
emblem was used primarily as 
a badge worn over the right 
breast pocket of the blue-grey 
tunic and the tan shirt or 
blouse. A similar design was 
used on the flags of the 
NSFK, the gorgets worn by 
the NSFK Colour bearers, and 
as a small device on the collar 
patches for the KorpsfOhrer 
and Ehrenfuhrer of the NSFK. 

Right: Under the supervision 
of an NSFK instructor, boys of 
the Deutsche Jungvolk are 
shown the correct way to 
wear an airman 's parachute. 

Doubtless. in 1935. when the figure of 
Icarus was considered as the emblem for 
the new air-orientated organization, a man 
flying by his own efforts, soaring above all 
adversity and escaping his earthly bonds 
was felt to be a most appropriate symbol. 
Ten years later the irony of the choice may 
have escaped the German authorities. 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

There were two coloured versions of this 
Icarus emblem. One was produced with a 
blue-grey backing for wear on the blue-grey 
NSFK tunics, the other had a light tan 
backing for wear on the tan-coloured 
blouse or shirt. A slightly larger version 
was produced for wear on the front of the 
all-yellow NSFK Sports Vest. 

Photographic evidence shows that the 
breast emblem was originally worn as an 
arm badge, on the right upper arm of the 
blue-grey service dress. On an, as yet, 
undetermined date the location for the 'Fly
ing Man' badge was moved to the more 
familiar position over the wearer's right 
breast pocket. 

NSFK Uniforms 
In some respects the two basic uniform 
styles worn by the membership of the 
NSFK, the Service Dress and the Working 
Dress, can be considered a combination of. 
or a compromise between, the dress of the 
Luftwaffe (the four-pocket, open-neck 
blue-grey tunic) and the Party uniforms 
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(the use of a kepi head-dress, the wearing 
of brown shirts , swastika .arm bands and 
the style of the rank insignia). 

The NSFK Service Dress and Kepi 
The blue-grey open-neck tunic worn with 
either matching breeches or long trousers 

16 
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39 

could be utilized for a number of purposes. 
When worn with breeches, riding boots, 
brown leather waist belt and cross-strap, 
brown shirt and black tie, the NSFK dagger 
and the blue-grey kepi it was considered as 
the lesser Service Dress (kleinen Dien
stanzug). The same tunic minus waist-belt 

36 & 37 The NSFK Service 
Tunic and Kepi head-dress, 
here shown for the junior 
officer rank of NSFK Sturm
fuhrer on the Staff of the 
NSFK KorpsfOhrer. 
38 & 39 NSFK Working Dress 
and Beret, here shown for an 
NSFK Rottentohrer. 



40 NSFK Colour Bearer's Duty 
Gorget. 

Right: On the occasion of the 
seventh anniversary of the 
founding of the NSFK, a 
speoal gathering of past and 
present members took place 
in the Schulungshaus of the 
NS-Fiiegerkorps (the NSFK 
House of Instruction) in Berlin. 
The photographs show, from 
left to right: NSFK -Obergrupp
enfOhrer Sauke, representing 
and deputising for the Korps
fOhrer and Chief of Staff of 
the NS·Fiiegerkorps; Oberleut
nant Thierfelder, Knight's 
Cross holder with Oak leaves 
and Swords; NSFK
ObergruppenfOhrer Oberst 
von Bullow, Knight's Cross 
holder; and Leutnant Fulda, 
Knight's Cross and Oakleaves. 
5 March 1942. 

and cross-strap but worn with the NSFK 
dagger, with long blue-grey trousers, black 
shoes, brown shirt and tie and blue-grey 
kepi was classed as Walking-Out Dress 
(Ausgehanzug). Exactly the same combina
tion of dress items, but worn with a white 
shirt in place of the brown one, was used 
for Evening Dress (Abendanzug) . 

The NSFK Working Dress and Beret 
The form of uniform dress referred to as 
the 'grossen Dienstanzug' or the 'Greater 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Service - or Working - Dress' worn by 
members of the NSFK consisted of a brown 
'political' blouse or shirt and black tie worn 
with blue-grey breeches, black leather rid
ing boots and a blue-grey beret. The 
Greater Service Dress also featured a black 
leather waist-belt and cross-strap worn 
with the Fliegermesser, literally the 'Flying 
Knife', the NSFK dagger. 

NSFK Colour Bearer's Duty Gorget 
Colour bearers of the NS-Fliegerkorps were 
distinguished by a gorget. This was of a 
comparatively simple design in that it was 
half-moon in shape - sometimes referred 
to as 'kidney' shaped - and was fashioned 
from polished new German silver. The gilt 
coloured centrepiece depicted the NSFK fly
ing man emblem with outstretched arms 
holding a set of wings. Above the man's 
head was a scroll displaying the initial let
ters 'N.S.F.K.' A large swastika set on its 
point strategically covered the man's loins 
and legs. 

The gorget was worn on the front of the 
flag bearer's chest, being hung around the 
neck by a matt-silvered nickel chain. The 
reverse of the gorget was covered in black 
cloth and, in keeping with other gorgets. it 
had a single central metal prong that was 
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inserted into a buttonhole on the front of 
the blouse to prevent the gorget swinging 
on the neck chain when the bearer moved. 

National Air Raid Protection League 
(Reichsluftschutzbund) 

The early development of air raid precau
tions was closely connected with the for
mation of a secret air force and was part of 
the preparation for the aggressive war 
which the Nazi leadership had planned at a 
very early stage. 

The German term for 'Air Protection' 
covered not only air-raid precautions but 
also the fire protection police, bomb dis
posal, smoke-screens, decoy sites and 
camouflage. 'Air Defence' covered the active 
measures such as fighter aircraft, anti-air
craft artillery, searchlights, sound-location 
posts and balloon barrages. 

On 5 May 1933 the Commissariat for Air 
Travel, after only three months in exis
tence. was upgraded to the status of Air 
Ministry. Hermann Goring, the then Pruss
ian Minister of the Interior and Comman
der-in-Chief of the Prussian Pollee, was 
appointed Reichskommissar fiir die Luft
fahrt (Commissioner for Air Travel) and the 
Ministry of Air Travel took effective control 
of all air defence measures . 

On 29 April 1933 the Reich Air Protec
tion League (RLB) was officially formed and 
two months later, on 24 June, its existence 
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was made known to the public with the 
issue of a statement that 'foreign planes 
had flown over Berlin and dropped leaflets 
which had insulted the government'. These 
alleged air raids were used as a convenient 
excuse to justify developments that could 
no longer be entirely concealed from the 
public. 

Propaganda was used to depict Ger
many sitting unprotected amidst neigh
bours with powerful air forces threatening 
her from all sides. The hapless citizen was 
urged to meet the threat by enrolling in the 
Reich Air Protection League. Volunteers 
joined in their hundreds of thousands to be 
taught the skills of domestic air raid pre
cautions. 

On 13 March 1935 an announcement 
was made that Goring had been appointed 
Minister for Air and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Air Force, and a few months later the 
responsibility for air protection was taken 
over by the Air Ministry. 

The Air Protection Law of 26 June 1935 
did away with the voluntary status for 
membership of the National Air Protection 
League. and future service was made oblig
atory for almost every German citizen. In 
1938 the membership of the RLB was given 
as 12.6 million , and by April 1943 this 
number had risen to 22 million. 

Before May 1942 the League was divid
ed into two main sub-sections, the Self
Protection Service and the Extended 

Left: Major Graf. Knight's 
Cross holder with Oakleaves, 
Diamonds and Swords, signs 
the Golden Book of the City 
of Munich while the Ober
bOrgermeister of Munich (left) 
and NSFK-OberfOhrer Bar 
(right) look on, December 
1942. 



Above: Von SchrOder, Vice
president of the Reichsluft
schutzbund. On 20 April 1939 
Hitler appointed him General 
der Flakartillerie. 

Self-Protection Service. Personnel of these 
services were recruited, organized and 
trained by the RLB, and the League was 
also responsible for propaganda and 
instruction of the general public in all air 
protection matters. 
1. The Self-Protection Service, known in 
German as the Selbstschutz, was the orga
nization created for the protection of the 
ordinary householder. and was based on a 
warden and fire-guard system. This was 
the first line of domestic defence against air 
raids, and its main functions were the 
equipping of communal cellar shelters and 
the performance of fire-guard duties under 
the direction of a House Warden. Each 
house (generally a block of flats) had a 
House Warden who was frequently a 
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woman and who in turn was supervised by 
a Block Warden (Blockwart) . A Block War
den controlled several streets and came 
under the supervision of a Ward Protection 
Leader. This system closely followed the 
organizational structure of the Nazi Party 
itself. Operationally, the Self-Protection 
Service units came under the orders of the 
police chief of the ward. In large towns the 
Air Protection Police were available to rein
force the Self-Protection Service at any 
incident beyond its control. 

In small towns the Selbstschutz was 
formed as an 'Air Protection Fellowship'. 
equivalent to street fire parties. which , 
together with the voluntary fire brigades 
and, for rescue duties, local technical per
sonnel provided by the Technical Emer
gency Service (Technishe Nothilfe. TeNo). 
were the sole forces immediately available. 
Help could be and was sent from the near
est town when necessary. Members of the 
Self-Protection Service were expected to 
supply their own equipment other than 
respirators and steel helmets. 

The Rural Air Protection Fellowship 
(Landluftschutzgemeinschaft) provided 
fire-fighting and rescue squads in rural 
areas too small to be served by any of the 
other services. 
2_ The Extended Self-Protection Service 
was established to cover those institutions, 
Government offices. hotels and other com
munal places not large enough or of suffi
cient importance to the war effort to be 
provided with a Works Air Raid Protection 
Service. The Service was administered and 
operated similarly to the Self-Protection 
Service. but there were certain additional 
features such as a leader-in-charge, a con
trol room for the premises and simple res
cue and first aid equipment. Shelters had 
to be provided for employees. 

The ordinary German householder was 
called upon to do far more for him- or her
self than was the case in other European 
countries. even to the extent of providing 
his/her own equipment and, as a member 
of the Reich Air Protection League. by sub
scribing funds out of which, for example, 
the National Air Protection School was 
built. (The foundation stone of the new 
National Air Protection School was laid at 
Wansee. Berlin on 2 March 1938.) 

The main burden for ARP work, howev
er, was borne by the German Police, who 

19 



HISfORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

National Air Defence 
League (RLB) shoulder
straps and collar patches. 

20 

With the singular exception of 
the rank of RLB Prasident, all 
collar patches and the under-

lay of the shoulder-straps 
were made from lilac
coloured cloth. Shoulder-

straps were worn singly on 
the right shoulder and collar 
patches were worn in match-

ing pairs. Only the right-hand 
collar patches are illustrated 
here. 



41 & 42 RLB Prasident. Right
hand collar patch and should
er-strap. The President of the 
RLB was distinguished from all 
other ranks by the use of 
white collar patches and 
white underlay on the should
er-strap. The embroidered 
wreath, three-pointed rank 
stars and twisted cording 
were all gilt, as was the plait
ed cord ing on the shoulder
strap. The strap button was 
gilt metal. 
43 & 44 General
hauptluftschutzfOhrer (Chef 
des Stabes). Right-hand collar 
patch and shoulder-strap. Lilac 
collar patch with gold wreath, 
gilt star and twisted corded 
piping. Shoulder-strap had 
silver and gold plaited cording 
with gilt 'rank slide' all on lilac 
underlay, button in gilt metal. 
45 & 46 General
luftschutzfuhrer. Right-hand 
collar patch and shoulder
strap. As described for Figs 43 
& 44, but without gilt star 
and gilt 'rank slide'. 
47 & 48 OberlutschutzefOhrer. 
Right-hand collar patch and 
shoulder-strap. Lilac collar 
patch has a silver bullion 
wreath, stars and twisted cord 
edging. Shoulder-strap has 
silver plaited twisted cording 
on an underlay of lilac cloth. 
The two 'rank slides' are in 
gilt, the button in white 
metal. 
49 & 50 Oberstabsluft
schutzfOhrer. Right-hand collar 
patch and shoulder-strap. 
Colouring as for Figs 47 & 48. 
51 & 52 StabsluftschutzfOhrer. 
Right-hand collar patch and 
shoulder-strap. Colouring as 
for Figs 47 & 48. 
53 & 54 
Hauptluftschutzfuhrer. Right
hand collar patch and should
er-strap. Colouring as for Figs 
47 & 48. 
55 & 56 Luftschutzoberfuhrer. 
Right-hand collar patch a' ~ 
shoulder-strap. Colouring as 
for F1gs 47 & 48. 
57 & 58 Luftschutzfuhrer. 
Right-hand collar patch and 
shoulder-strap. Colouring as 
for Figs 47 & 48. 

59 Shoulder-strap for RLB 
ranks from LS·Obertruppmeis
ter to LS-Truppmann. Lilac 
cloth strap with black piping, 
white metal button. 
60 LS·Obertruppmeister. 
Right-hand collar patch. Lilac 
cloth patch, flat silver braid, 
white metal three-pointed 
rank stars. 
61 LS-Truppmeister. Right
hand collar patch. Colouring 
as for Fig. 60. 
62 LS-Obertruppwart. Right· 

59 

hand collar patch. Colouring 
as for Fig. 60. 
63 LS-Truppwart. Right-hand 
collar patch. Colouring as for 
Fig. 60. 
64 LS-Obertruppmann. Right
hand collar patch. Lilac cloth 
patch with single three-point· 
ed white metal rank star. 
65 LS-Truppmann. Right-hand 
plain lilac cloth collar patch. 

It is worth noting that at one 
time a limited run of RLB rank 

were responsible for all the mobile services 
in the town, exercised general supervision 
over the Self-Protection Service and had 
full operational control within the town 
limits . 

By 1942 the rising scale of the Allied air 
attacks compelled the German authorities 
to change the structure of their civil 
defence organization. These changes did 
not mean that the existing services were 
inefficient, but rather that what had been 
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insignia existed, believed to 
antedate those illustrated 
here, which were introduced 
from 1 July 1940. Although 
their construction and colour
ing was exactly the same as 
the later range, the rank 
insignia shown as Figs. 11 to 
2 5 is believed to be the full 
extent of these earlier RLB 
ranks, and they also carried 
diHerent rank terms to those 
given above. 
51 & 52 LS-GruppenfOhrer. 

53 & 54 LS-Hauptfuhrer. 
55 & 56 LS-Oberfuhrer. 
57 & 58 LS-FOhrer. 
59 Shoulder-strap used by all 
RLB ranks from LS
Obertrupptohrer down to LS
Truppmann. 
60 LS-ObertruppfOhrer. 
61 LS-Truppmeister. 
62 LS-Obertruppwart. 
63 LS-Truppwart. 
64 LS-Obertruppmann. 
65 LS· Truppmann. 

up to 1942 required drastic overhaul to 
meet the increasing Allied bombing if they 
were to have any chance of success. 

The Reichsluftschutzbund Emblem 
The RLB's Organisational Emblem was 
used both as a cap badge and an arm 
eagle. There were two qualities of this one 
badge, one machine-woven in light grey 
threads on to a backing cloth of blue-grey, 
the other hand-embroidered in silver-alu-

adequate for the scale of raids experienced illinium threads on to a blue-grey coloured 
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66 

cloth backing. In both cases the swastika 
was worked in black threads. 

When this emblem was used as an arm 
badge it was worn on the right forearm of 
the RLB tunic, positioned slightly above the 
top edge of the cuff. The purpose of the arm 
emblem worn with either a single or a dou
ble silver-aluminium chevron is not clear. 
The chevrons certainly did not indicate 
rank. Rank was shown by the use of shoul
der-straps and collar patches. It is proba
ble, therefore, that these chevrons had 
something to do with the wearer holding a 
particular position of responsibility, or 
more likely they indicated length of service. 

RLB Colour Bearer's Duty Gorgets 
The occasion of the first Grand German 
Congress of Leaders of the RLB, held at the 
National Air Protection School, Wannsee. 
Berlin, on 23 March 1939, was also used to 
dedicate the first of many of the new flags 
to be carried by the RLB. These new blue 
flags displayed a large. central. white star
burst emblem, in the centre of which was a 
solid black swastika standing on its point. 
This same emblem was also used on the 
second-pattern gorgets (Fig. 2) which 
began to be introduced after August 1938. 

Both the first- and second-pattern gor
gets were of identical heart-shape design. 
Both were of nickel-plated metal, each had 
a raised, rounded rim, with two prominent 
silver-plaited bosses on the front of the 
upper part of the gorget plate, and both 
had a silver-coloured metal neck chain. 
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The central design on the front of the 
first-pattern gorget showed a frosted silver 
starburst on which were displayed the styl
ized letters 'RLB' above a small swastika 
set on its point (Fig.1). Both the letters and 
the swastika were in blue enamelling. 

The design employed on the second-pat
tern gorget dropped the letters and at the 
same time increased the size of the swasti
ka and placed it centrally on the frosted sil
ver starburst emblem. The colour of the 
enamel used for the swastika was changed 
to black. 

67 

68 

66 RLB Organizational 
Emblem. 

RLB Gorgets 
67 First-pattern Gorget, 
1935- 1938. 
68 Second-pattern Gorget, 
1938-1945. 



Right General der Flakar
tillerie Von SchrOder, as Presi
dent of the RLB, collects 
Winterhilfswerk donations 
dunng the second year of the 
war, 23 January 1941 . von 
SchrOder is wearing the uni
form of RLB Prasident, and 
has whrte collar patches with 
three small gold triangular 
stars, one more than the 
number of stars shown in the 
table on page 21 for the pre
war rank of RLB Prasident. It 
therefore follows that an extra 
RLB rank was introduced 
erther before or just after the 
beginning of the war. Exadly 
what rank this was 1 have yet 
to discover. 

Below: At a parade drawn up 
1n front of the Reich
~uftschulz5Chule at Berlin
Wannesee on 23 May 1939 
Generalfeldmarschall GOring' 
dedKates the new flags of the 
Reichsluftschutzbund. At least 
38 RLB flags are visible in this 
photograph, as well as the SA 
'Horst Wessel' fahnen. 
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Above: The leader of the 
Steglitz RLB Ortsgruppe 
Wesemann delivers a speech 
during an indoor ceremony 
for the swearing-in of new 
RLB recruits. 

Left: A view of the hall full of 
new recruits, some of whom 
are symbolically taking an 
oath on their RLB district flag. 
Note the emblems used on 
these early-pattern RLB flags, 
and the starburst and swasti
ka emblem used on the post-
1938 flags featured in the 
lower picture on page 23. 



69 The Luftschutz Emblem 

Right Men of the Fire 
Protection Police, assisted by 
members of the Security and 
Assistance Serv1ce, dowse fires 
started the previous night by 
an RAF mcendiary raid on 
Frankfurt on Main, October 
1943 

Air Raid Warning Service and 
Security and Assistance Service 
(Sicherheits-und Hilfsdienst) 

The Security and Assistance SeiVice was 
formed in 1935 under pollee direction in 
towns of the first category, ie, 106 of the 
largest German towns and cities which 
were regarded as the most vulnerable in 
the event of an air attack. It formed the 
mobile civil defence seiVice for those towns. 
By 1939 the SHD was a conscripted force 
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of men housed in barracks on a rota sys
tem, and allowed to sleep at home on alter
nate nights, air ralds permitting. SeiVice in 
the SHD was a form of 'reserved occupa
tion' in that Its members were exempted 
from having to serve in the Armed Forces. 
They were also exempt from physical train
ing or rifle drill. though they were not per
mitted to pursue any other occupation 
whilst serving in the SHD. 

ln 1940 a mobile strategic reserve of 
some three or four battalions was formed 
to provide reinforcements in towns being 
heavily attacked. Each town having a Secu
rity and Assistance SeiVice had to find a 
quota of men as a nucleus for these mobile 
battalions, which were self-supporting and 
capable of rapid transfer. Their equipment 
included pile-drivers, hydraulic jacks. cut
ting equipment and wrecking tools. 

There were five branches of the SHD: 1. 
Decontamination Squads, 2. Fire Fighting 
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70 71 

Units; 3. Repair Work Units; 4. Veterinary 
Service, and 5. Medical Units. 

As a result of attacks on Lubeck and 
Rostock, an overhaul of the air protection 
organization came about, and in April/May 
1942 the Security and Assistance Service 
was renamed the Air Protection Police, the 
'Luftschutz-polizei' . This organization cov
ered many of the areas previously dealt 
with by the SHD. such as fire-fighting and 
decontamination, rescue work and repairs, 
manning first-aid posts, operating first-aid 
squads and driving ambulances, rescuing 
and caring for pets and livestock whilst 
operating a veterinary service, and, finally, 
carrying out gas detection. 

The administration of this service 
remained in the hands of Reichsruhrer 
Heinrich Himmler as head of the Order 
Police, although Goring was responsible 
operationally for this and all air protection 
services. 
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It should be noted that the voluntary 
Technical Emergency Service, the TeNo, 
the Todt Organization , hospitals, evacua
tion, Police, etc., were not part of the Air 
Protection Police Service, although they 
had to co-operate closely with it. 

The mobile battalions of the SHD were 
transferred to the air force and renamed 
the Motorised Air Protection Battalions of 
the Luftwaffe . The battalions were confmed 
to fire-fighting, rescue and debris-clear
ance duties, with decontamination and 
first aid playing only a minor role. 

The training of the Air Protection Police 
was the responsibility of the local chief of 
the Order Police. The number of Air Protec
tion Police allotted to a town was roughly 
proportional to the size of the population. 

The Luftschutz Emblem 
A wreath of oakleaves overlaid with a 
scroll bearing the word Luftschutz (Air 

Shoulder-straps and collar 
patches for the Security & 
Assistance Service (SHD) 
and the Air Raid Warning 
Service (LSW). 
'70 SHDILSW AbteilungsfOhrer. 
71 SHDJLSW Bereitschafts
fOhrer (Arzt). medical branch. 
72 SHDILSW OberzugfOhrer. 
73 SHDILSW Stabsgruppen
fOhrer. 
74 SHDILSW Mann. 
75 Collar patch for lower 
ranks of the Luftschutz Warn
dienst. LSW Mann to LSW 
StabsgruppenfOhrer. 
76 Collar patch for officer 
classes of the Luftschutz 
Warndienst, LSW ZugfOhrer to 
LSW Abteilungsleiter. 
77 Collar patch for officer 
classes of the Sicherheits 
u.Hilfsdienst. SHD ZugfOhrer 
to SHD Abteilungsleiter. 
The colouring of the shoulder
straps used by both the SHD 
and the LSW was a combinat
ion of dark green and silver. 
Metal rank stars were in white 
metal for lower and middle 
ranks up to SHD/LSW Stabs
gruppenfOhrer, and in gilt 
metal for officer grades, 
including medical insignia, 
from SHDILSW OberzugfOhrer 
upwards. The collar patches 
were in dark green cloth with 
silver-aluminium embroidered 
letters, either 'LSW' or 'SHD'. 
The piping to the patches was 
in silver and green twisted 
cording for lower and middle 
ranks, and in all-silver-alumin
ium twisted cording for 
SHDILSW officer classes. 



Right Two youthful members 
of the SHD play the1r hose on 
fires started in the Reichs 
Cap1tal during the night of 
3/4 September 1943. The lad 
on the right is wearing a 
Czech steel helmet. 

Protection). with a small swastika at Its 
base and set between a pair of stylized 
wings, was the emblem chosen for the 
SHD and the Air Raid Warning Service 
(Luftschutz Warndlenst}, collectively 
referred to as the 'Luftschutz'. The 
emblem was worn on the front of the spe
cial civil-pattern RLB/SHD/LSW steel 
helmet as a transfer (decal) applied to the 
dark blue metal surface. As a machine
woven cloth badge It was worn over the 
right breast of certain uniforms and on 
the left upper arm of other uniforms of all 
three services. It was also used as a cap 
emblem. 

When worn as a machine-woven badge, 
Its colouring comprised a white design on 
darkish blue-grey material. When worn on 
the steel helmet as an applied transfer the 
emblem tended to be silver-grey on dark 
blue-grey, and when the badge was pro
duced as a hand-embroidered bullion item 
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It was worked in silver-aluminium threads 
on dark blue-grey cloth. 

Luftschutzwarndienst (LSW) 
The Air Raid Warning Service was an 
Important organization that acted in much 
the same way as Great Britain's Royal 
Observer Corps. Observers of the LSW 
kept watch from their vantage points dur
ing daylight hours for approaching air
craft, especially enemy aircraft. At all 
times , day and night. they analyzed 
incoming reports from other LSW posts, 
from the Pollee and from Flugmeldedienst 
units on the progress of enemy bomber 
formations over Germany. It was on their 
conclusions that the air raid warnings 
were sounded, alerting the local popula
tion of an impending air attack. They also 
worked in close unison with the Police 
authorities during the co-ordinating of air 
raid and post-air-raid services. The LSW 
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78 79 

was also responsible for giving the 'all 
clear' signal. 

SHD Specialist Arm Badges 
Personnel of the five services of the SHD 
wore specialist badges on the left upper 
arm and occasionally on the left forearm of 
their uniform tunics. These specialist 
badges indicated the qualification held by 
the wearer. All badges were machine-woven 
in coloured threads. The badges were intro
duced during 1941. 

SHD Medical personnel wore a badge 
consisting of a pale blue oval edged green 
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displaying a white serpent and staff 
emblem. Personnel of the SHD Decontam
ination quads were distinguished by 
wearing a badge with the black Gothic let
ter 'G' on a green-edged yellow oval. Fire
fighting personnel of the SHD wore a red 
oval badge with green edging that dis
played a white Gothic letter 'F'. SHD 
Repair and Maintenance personnel had a 
white Gothic letter 'I' on a green-edged 
brown oval badge, and the Veterinary Ser
vice personnel were distinguished by a 
white Gothic letter 'V on a green-edged 
lilac oval. 

Left: An officer of the 
Luftschutzwarndienst (LSW
ZugfOhrer), assrsted by men 
from the Luftwaffe, listens 
anxiously for sounds of life 
amrd the rubble of a 
destroyed Berlin building, 6-7 
September 1943. 

Right: Men of the German 
Red Cross (weanng arm 
bands), the SHD (foreground) 
and an offrcer of the Frre 
Protection Pollee carry the 
body of an air rard victim on a 
stretcher away from a badly 
damaged buildmg whrlst 
other rescue workers look on. 
Umdentifred German town, 7 
July 1943. 

Sicherheits -und Hilfsdienst 
Specialist Arm Badges. 
78 SHD Medical personnel 
(Samtatsdienst) 
79 SHD Decontamrnation 
squads (Entgrftungsdrenst tar 
rm Gasspruren und Entgrften 
Ausgebildete). 
80 SHD fire Frghtrng person
nel (Feuerleschdrenst). 
81 SHD Reparr and Mainte
nance personnel (lnstandset
zungsdienst). 
82 SHD Veterinary Servrce 
personnel (Veterinardrenst). 
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Left: The gruesome but nec
essary task of recovering and 
removing the bodies of air 
raid victims from bombed · 
buildings was frequently car
ried out by men of the 
Luftschutz. Here, in Berlin on 
30 August 1943, men of the 
Fire Protection Police and the 
SHD are about to remove the 
burnt body of a woman to a 
collecting point where, before 
cremation or burial, her 
remains and the remains of all 
the other victims of the air 
raid will be put on display, 
hopefully for identification by 
surviving next of kin. 

Right: Sounding the 'all 
clear'. A member of the 
Luftschutzwarndienst presses 
the button that electronically 
activates the sirens through
out a typical German town. 
The responsibility for ordering 
all siren warnings lay with the 
Chief of the Luftschutz Head
quarters. He held the only key 
to the siren control box, and 
he alone had access to it. The 
precise moment of sounding 
all 'general alarm' air raid 
warnings and 'all clear· signa~ 
was noted by the assistant 
with a stopwatch. Note the 
Luftschutz emblem worn over 
the right breast pocket and 
the 'L.S. Warndienst' cuff-title 
on the left forearm. This item 
had silver-grey gothic lettering 
on a green band. 

Left: The interior of the 
control room of the Bonn Air 
Raid Precaution Headquarter>, 
October 1943. 
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Top left: A ZugfOhrer of the 
lSW receives a document 
from a female of the Luft
melddienst. Note the 
Luftschutz emblem on the 
upper left arm. 

Lower left: An LSW-Mann 
acting as an observer scans 
the skies above the C1ty of 
Bonn. The numbers one to 
twelve painted on the inside 
rim of the observation post 

were to assist the observers 1n 
reporting the sector location 
of approaching enemy air
craft. 

Above: A m1xed group of 
rescuers break for a well 
deserved glass of schnapps, 
Remscheid, August 1943. 

HISfORJCAL DEVELOPMENT 

Below: Men of the Berlin 
S1cherhe1ts und Hllfsd1enst 
parade with their firefightlng 
appliances 1n front of the 
Re1chs Sportsfeld, 22 Ju~ 
1940. 

33 



2. THE LUFTWAFFE 1940-1945: 
FORMATIONS AND BRANCHES 

Ranks and Appointments, 1935-
1945. Introductory Notes 

The lowest grade of Airman in the Luftwaffe 
was known as Flieger (flyer). Funker (sig
naller - air or ground signal units) or 
Kanonier (gunner - in anti-aircraft 
artillery units). Other junior rank terms 
existed especially just before and during 
the war years , being brought into use when 
new formations were rai ed , most of which 
had a mili tary rather than a flying role . 
These are given in the listing of rank terms 
and appointments below. 

A rifleman of the Grenadier Regiments 
or of the Guard Regiment of the Division 
'Hermann Goring' was referred to as a 
'Jager' (literally 'Hunter'). NCOs bore the 
title 'Oberjager'. These two rank terms orig
inated from the early pre-war Landes
polizeigruppe 'General Goring' (see Volume 
1933-40, page 38). The same two terms 
were also applied to junior ranks and COs 
of the Luftwaffe-Jager -Regimenter of the 
Luftwaffe Field Divisions. other than the 20 
Luftwaffen-Felddivision and the Fu ilier
bataillon,e of the Luftwafli n-Felddivisionen. 
They had specific ranks introduced in J uly 
1944 (see below) . 

Instructions were published in January 
1943 1 whereby the rank term used by the 
lowest-grade of personnel of the Luftwaf
fen-Feldkorps and the Luftwaffen-Felddivi
s ionen were to be changed from the normal 
Luftwaffe designation to the following: 
a. Personnel of the Luftwaffe Infantry and 

Anti-Tank units were to be entitled 
'Jager'. 

b. Personnel of the Luftwaffe Artillery and 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery units were to be 
called 'Kanonier. 

c. Lowest-grade personnel of Luftwaffe 
Engineer units were to be known as 
'Pionjer'. 
The two lowest rank terms used by 

34 

members of the Fusilier Battalions of the 
Luftwaffe Field Divisions were 'Fusilier' and 
'Oberfus ilier'. From the rank of Gefreiter 
upward the remaining ranks used within 
these formations were the same as those in 
Army Grenadier regiments. 

Personnel of the Lufl:\vaffe Jager Regi
ments of the 20 Luftwaffe Field Division 
used rank terms appropriate to lhe cavalry.2 

Instructions were issued in July 19433 
stating that the cavalry rank terms of 
Reiter' (Troop r) and 'Wachtmeister ' (the 
cavalry equival nt of Feldwebel - CO) 
were to be used in place of the normal 
Luftwaffe designations. 

The non -commissioned ranks from 
Sergeant to Warrant Officer in Fligh t 
(Flieger) and Signals (Nachrichten) branch
es of the Luftwaffe were known as Un ter
feldwebel. Feldwebel, Oberfeldwebel and 
Hauptfeldwebel. 

Anti-Air raft (Flak-Artillerie) Sergeants. 
Sergeants-Major. Wa rrant Officers and 
Senior Warrant Officers were referred to as 
Unterwachtmeister, Wachtmeister, Ober
wachtmeister and Hauptwachtmeister 
res pecti vel y. 

Similar to the practice employed in the 
German Army, Generals in th Lu ftwaffe, 
other than Medical Generals and Officers of 
General Rank in the Corps of Engineer , 
were correctly referred to by their branch of 
service. Thus a General of Flying Troops 
was a 'General der Flieger', a General of the 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery arm was a 'General 
der Flakartillerie', a Signals General was a 
'General der Luftwaffe-Nachri htentruppe·. 
and, fmally, a General of Paratroop forces 
was known as a 'General der Fall 
schirmtruppe'. 

Hermann Goring was th fir t offi er of 
the Luftwaffe to be promoted to the rank of 
General Field Marshal. this honour being 
bestowed upon him by Adolf Hitler on 4 
February 1938. Further promotions of 



other Luftwaffe officers to this senior rank 
took place after the Fall of France in 
August 1940. For further details see Vol
ume 1933-40, page 79. 

Hermann Goring was promoted to the 
unique and singular rank of Reich Marshal 
of the Greater German Reich by Adolf 
HiUer on 19 July 1940. Promotion to this 
newly created and extraordinary rank was 
the reward bestowed upon Goring for the 
part he had played in the development of 
the azi Party, the creation of the German 
Air Force and the victory in the West. For 
more complete details see page 263 in the 
section devoted to Hermann Goring. 

Ranks and Appointments, 1935-45 

Reichsmarschall Reich Marshall of 
des Gross- the Greater 
deutschen Retches German Empire 

General Officers: 
Generalfeldmarschall General Field 

Marshal 
Generaloberst 
General der Flieger 

General der Flak
artillerie 

General der 
Luftwaffe
Na hrichten
truppen 

General der 
Fallschirmtruppe 

Generalleutnant 
General major 

Staff Officers: 

Colonel-General 
General of Flying 

Troops 
General of Anti

Aircraft ArWlery 
General of Air 

Force Air Signals 
Troops 

General of Para
chute Forces 

Lieutenant-General 
Major -General 

FORMATIO S AND BRANCHES 

Oberwachtmeister 
Oberfahnrich 

Major 
Senior Ensign 

NCOs of Feldwebel grade 
Feldwebel/ Company Sergeant 

Wachtmeister Major 

NCOs of Unterofftzier grade 
Unterfeldwebel/ Sergeant 

Unterwachtmeister 
Fahnrich 
Unteroffizier 
Obeljager 

Other Ranks 
Hauptgefreiter 
Stabsgefreiter 
Obergefreiter 
Gefreiter 
Flieger 
Kanonier 
Funker 
J ager 
Pioniere 
Sanitatssoldat 
Grenadier 
Fusilier 

Ensign 
Lance-Sergeant 
Senior Rifleman 

Staff Corporal 
Staff Corporal 
Leading Corporal 
Corporal 
Airman 
Gunner 
Signaller 
Rifleman 
Engineer 
Medical Orderly 
Rifleman 
Rifleman 

Shoulder-Straps and Collar Patches 

Individual ranks were displayed on the 
Luftwaffe uniforms by means of collar 
patches and shoulder-straps. Other indica
tions of rank or appoin tment were also 
used, but these methods (most of which 
are dealt with in Volu me 1933-40) were 
either inconsistent or applied only to 
groups of ranks rather than to individual 
ranks. 

Collar patches were worn in matching. 
Oberst 
Oberstleutnant 
Major 

Colonel mirror pairs. Shoulder-straps were worn 
Lieutenant-Colonel one to each shoulder. The base cloth of the 
Major collar patches and the underlay cloth and 

Field Officers: 
the piping to the shoulder-straps worn by 
both officers and other ranks were in the 

Hauptmann/ 
Rittmeister 
Oberleutnant 
Leutnant 

Captain arm-of-service colour (Waffenfarbe) a p
pointed to be worn by the individual soldier 

Senior Lieutenant (see the section on Waffenfarbe, page 5 1) . 
Lieutenant 

Senior NCOs of Oberjeldwebel grade 
Stabsfeldwebel/ Staff Sergeant 

Stabswachtmeister Major 
Hauptfeldwebel/ Regimental 

Hauptwachtmeister Sergeant Major 
Oberfeldwebel/ Battalion Sergeant 

Shoulder-Straps and Collar Patches for 
Officers. 

Reichsmars chall. (Figs. 83 to 90). In 
August 1940 Goring, in his capacity as 
Reichsmarschall of the Greater German 
Reich, wore for the first time the new 
insignia that went with his newly acquired 
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rank. The so-called first-pattern insignia 
consisted of a pair of collar patches and a 
set of shoulder-straps. The patches were 
described as having a silver brocade base 
with gold embroidered design. The right
hand patch displayed a hand-embroidered 
'Wehrrnacht style' eagle and swastika sur
rounded by a border of gold laurel leaves, 
the whole patch being piped in matt gold 
twisted cording. The left-hand patch had 
the same twisted cording and the same 
border of laurel leaves, but displayed a pair 
of crossed batons. presumably represent
ing his new Reich Marshal's batons. The 
shoulder-straps had triple gold tubular 
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cording mounted on an underlay of 
superfine white cloth. Displayed on the 
cording was an eagle and swastika 
(Wehrmacht style) surmounting a pair of 
crossed Field Marshal's batons. These were 
finely hollow-cast in gilt-coloured metal. 
Photographic evidence shows that these 
were manufactured as pairs, so that, when 
worn mounted on the straps. the heads of 
the eagles faced towards Goring's front. 
The shoulder-strap buttons were in peb
ble-finished gilt metal . 

Goring continued to wear his new 
insignia until March 1941. when, it is 
believed for reasons of personal preference, 

left: Hermann GOring after 
his surrender to the American 
forces in May 1945. This 
clear~ shows the shoulder
straps and the second-pattern 
collar patches for his rank of 
Reichsmarschall des Gross
deutschen Reich. 



luftwaffe Insignia of 
Rank, Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-straps, 1935-
1945. 
83, 84, 85 & 86 Reichs
marschall des Grossdeutschen 
Reiches, first pattern. 
87, 88, 89 & 90 Reichs
marschall des Grossdeutschen 
Reiches. second pattern. 

83 84 

87 88 

he had the right-hand collar patch changed 
to make it similar to the left-hand patch. 
This second-pattern set of insignia contin
ued to be worn by Goring until the end of 
the war. (Figs. 87 & 90.) Towards the later 
part of the war Goring took to wearing a 
new and simplified style of uniform which 
carried shoulder-straps of a unique pat
tern. He wore this particular uniform when 
he presented himself to the Americans 
before being interned as a prisoner of war. 
Both the special shoulder-straps, as well 
as the uniform and cap, are illustrated and 
described on page 299. 

Generaljeldmarschall. White back
ground to collar pa tch and underlay to 
shoulder strap. Gold embroidered eagle 
and swastika, wreath and twisted collar
patch cording. Silver hand-embroidered 
crossed batons. Triple-plaited gold tubular 
cording on shoulder-strap. silver-alumini-

FORMATIONS AND BRANCHES 

85 86 

89 90 

urn metal crossed batons. Gilt metal peb
ble-finished button. (Figs. 91, 92). 

Generaloberst. White background to 
collar patch and underlay to shoulder
strap. Gold embroidered eagle and swasti
ka overlaying gold wreath. Gold twisted 
collar-patch cording. The shoulder-strap 
had gold-coloured tubular cording laid on 
either side of a single strand of silver-alu
minium Russia braid. Shoulder-strap but
ton in gilt pebble-finished metal. Rank 
stars were in silver-aluminium metal. 
(Figs. 93, 94). 

General der Flieger, General der 
Flakartillerie, General der Luftnachricht
entruppe and General der Fallschirm
truppe. White background to collar patch, 
gold embroidered wreath and wings with 
twisted gold cording around patch. (Figs. 
95 & 96) . Shoulder-strap as described for 
Figs. 94. 
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91 92 93 94 95 96 

97 98 99 100 101 102 

103 104 105 106 107 108 
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91 & 92 Generalfeldmarshall. 
93 & 94 Generaloberst. 
95 & 96 General der Flieger. 
etc. 
97 & 98 Generalleutnant. 
99 & 100 Generalmajor. 
101 & 102 Oberst. 
103 & 104 Oberstleutnant. 
105 & 106 Major. 
107 & 108 Hauptmann/ 
Rrttmeister. 

Right Rinerkreuztrager, 
Generalleutnant BOiowius, 
Commander of a Flieger
DMSion. studies aerial recon
naiSsance photographs with 
Hauptmann Lange, holder of 
the Kmght's Cross with Oak
leaves and Commander of a 
Stuka Group somewhere on 
the Eastern Front, July 1943. 
The collar patches and 
shoulder-straps for a Gener
alleutnant are clear~ shown. 

Right: Major Bernhard Jope, 
former Condor Legion pilot 
and Commander of 
Kampfgeschwader 40 
(Bomber Squadron 40), on the 
day the Fuhrer presented him 
w1th the Oakleaves to his 
Kmght~ Cross, 24 March 
1944 Major Jope, who sur
vived the war to become a 
seniOf pilot with Luhhansa, 
was awarded the Knight's 
Cross (30 December 1940) for 
h~ achievement in sinking the 
42,000-tonne liner Empress of 
Bnram on his very first opera
tJonal sortie, on 26 October 
1940. 

FORMATIONS AND BRANCHES 

Generalleutnant. Construction and 
colouring of collar patch and shoulder
strap as described for Figs. 95 & 96 re pee
lively. 

Generalmajor. Construction and colour
ing of collar patch and shoulder-strap as 
described for Figs. 95 & 96 re pectively. 

The colour of the collar patches and the 
underlay to the officer rank shoulder
straps and the piping to the shoulder
straps for the remaining personnel were in 
the wearer's Waffenfarbe (see listing of 
arm-of-service colours on page 51). 

Oberst. Wreath, wings and twisted cord
ing to collar patch in silver-aluminium. 
Shoulder-strap with double-entwined 
strands of silver-aluminium Russia braid. 
White metal , pebble-finished shoulder
strap button. Rank star in gilt aluminium 
metal. (Figs . 101 & 102). 

Oberstleutnant. Construction and 
colouring of collar patch and shoulder
strap as described for Figs. 101 & 102. 

Major. Construction and colouring of 
collar patch and shoulder-strap as 
described for Figs. 101 & 102. 
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109 IIU 111 112 113 114 

115 116 117 118 119 120 

121 122 123 124 125 126 
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109 & 110 Oberleutnant. 
111 & 112 Leutnant. 
113 & 114 Stabsfeldwebel, 
etc. 
115 & 116 Oberfeldwebel, 
etc. 
117 & 118 Feldwebel, etc. 
119 & 120 Unterfeldwebel, 
etc. 
121 & 122 Unteroffizier, etc. 
123 & 124 Hauptgefreiter, 
etc. 
125 & 126 Obergefreiter, etc. 

Right Oberleutnant Herbert 
Bartels, a 20-year-old officer 
from Pomerania and 
Commander of a AA Battery 
from a Flak Regiment, 
re<eived his Knight's Cross for 
hiS action in the Crimea. His 
unh destroyed 20 Soviet tanks 
and stopped the attempted 
breakthrough of a Soviet 
Infantry regiment. 

Hauptmann/Rittmeister. (Figs. 107 & 
108). Half-wreath and wings in silver bul
lion embroidered threads . Collar patch 
piped in twisted silver aluminium cording. 
1\vo strands of silver-aluminium Russia 
braid to shoulder-strap. Gilt metal rank 
stars , white metal pebble-finished shoul
der-strap button. (Figs. 109 & 110). 

Oberleutnant. Construction and colour
ing of collar patch and shoulder-strap as 
described for Figs. 107 & 108. 

FORMATIONS AND BRANCHES 

Leutnant. (Figs. 111 & 112). Construc
tion and colouring of collar patch and shoul
der strap as described for Figs. 107 & 108. 

Insignia of Rank for NCOs 
Senior NCOs of Oberfeldwebel Grade. All 
NCOs from Stabsfeldwebel etc. down to 
Unterfeldwebel etc .. were distinguished, 
depending on the type of uniform worn, by 
the wearing of either flat. silver-aluminium 
1cm-wide braiding or flat, blue-grey cotton 
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braiding, also 1cm wide. around their col
lars and on their shoulder-straps. Special 
copper-brown rank braiding was used on 
the shoulder-straps and collar of the tan
coloured tropical uniform and matt, blue
grey rank braiding was used on the 
reed-green uniforms. For further details 
see page 62. 

For collar patch. shoulder-strap. collar 
braiding and piping worn by Stabsfeld
webel . Stabswachtmeister. Sanitats-Stabs
feldwebel. Stabsfeuerwerker and al o 
those personnel with the appointment of 
Hauptfeldwebel or Hauptwachtrnelster see 
Figs. 113 & 114. The collar patch, as 
explained, was In the wearer's arm-of-ser
vice colour with the 'wings· in white metal. 
The shoulder-strap was In blue-grey unl-
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form cloth and carried white-metal rank 
stars. Piping was in the appropriate Waf
fenfarbe and was of either wool cloth or 
smooth. woven piping with selvedge set 
into the strap as part of the manufacturing 
proce s. The 1cm-wide flat braiding was of 
the pattern peculiar to the Luftwaffe (see 
Figs. 170-178 in Volume 1933-40, page 
73, for an example of German Army rank 
braiding pattern by way of contrast). As 
well as being displayed on the shoulder
strap. it was al o worn around the lower 
edge of all tunic collars . Stitched along the 
edge of the collar was a length of twisted 
wool piping in the colour of the wearer's 
arm of service. 

For collar patch and shoulder-strap for 
an Oberfeldwebel. Oberwachtrneister. Ober-

Left: A Medical Officer treats 
the wounds of a young 
Unteroffizier fighter pilot, 
October 1943. 



Right A Feldwebel from a 
Flak unit enjoys field rations. 

fiillnrich , Sanitatsoberfeldwebel. Ober
feuerwerker and Unteri:i.rzt and also for 
those personnel with the appointment of 
Hauptfeldwebel or Hauptwachtmeister see 
figs. 115 & 116. For construction and 
colouring of collar patch, shoulder-strap, 
collar braiding and piping see description 
for Figs. 113 & 114 above. 

NCOs of Feldwebel Grade. For collar 
patch and shoulder-strap for Feldwebel, 
Wachtmeister, Sanitatsfeldwebel and 
Feuerwerker, see figs . 117 & 118. For 
construction and colouring of collar 
patch. shoulder-strap. collar braiding 
and piping see description for Figs. 113 & 
114 above. 

NCOs of Unteroffizier Grade. For the 
collar patch (of the type worn on the 
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Greatcoat collar before collar patches were 
abolished on this garment - see page 122 
of this volume - and the shoulder-strap 
for Unterfeldwebel , Unterwachtmeister, 
Fiihnrich and Sanitatsunterfeldwebel, see 
Figs. 119 & 120. The collar braiding worn 
by NCOs on the collar of the tunic was not 
worn on the Greatcoat. Instead. before it 
was abolished , the collar patch of the 
appropriate rank (four, three, two or single 
wings) was combined with an L-shaped 
length of 0 .5cm-wide silver-aluminium 
flat braiding stitched along two edges of 
the patch, and as these patches, like all 
other Luftwaffe patches, were worn in 
mirror pairs. this narrow braiding ran 
along the outer and lower edge of both 
patches. Shoulder-strap worn without 

43 



THE LUFTWAFFE, 1940-1945 

127 128 

rank star was as described for Fig. 114 above. 
See Figs. 121 & 122 for Collar patch and 

shoulder-strap for Unteroffizier. Sanitat
sunteroffizier and Oberjager, the latter for 
Parachute Troops and Rifle, Anti-Aircraft 
and Guard Battalion personnel from Regi
ment 'General Goring' and both Brigade 
and Division 'Hermann Goring". For con
struction and colouring of collar patch, 
shoulder-strap, collar braiding and piping 
see description for Figs. 113 & 114 above. 

Insignia of Ranks for Other Ranks 
For collar patch and shoulder strap for 
Hauptgefreiter and Sanitatshauptgefreiter. 
see Figs. 123 & 124, plain blue-grey uni
form cloth shoulder-strap with coloured 
piping. Appropriate-coloured twisted cord
ing (not illustrated) was worn around the 
lower edge to the collar on the Tunic and 
Flight Blouse (not on the Greatcoat). 

For Obergefreiter and Sanitatsgefreiter. 
see Figs. 125 & 126. Collar patch and 
shoulder -strap construction were as 
described for Figs. 123 & 124 above. 

For Gefreiter and Sanitatsgefreiter see 
Figs . 127 & 128. Collar pa tch and shoul
der-strap construction and colouring were 
as described for Figs. 123 & 124 above. 

For Flieger, Kanonier, Funker, San 
itatssoldat, Pionier, see Figs. 129 & 130, 
had collar patches and shoulder-strap of 
form and colouring as described for Figs. 
123 & 124 above. 

For the ranks of Jager, Fusilier, 
Grenadier and Reiter the construction and 
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129 130 

127 & 128 Gefreiter, etc. 
129 & 130 Flieger, Funker, 
Kanonier, Pionier, Reiter, 
Grenadier, Fusilier, etc. 

Below: A Gefrieter from a 
Luftwaffe Engineer Unit 
proudly shows his child to a 
nurse of the German Red 
Cross. 



Above, upper right and 
right: Luftwaffe Administra
tion Officials, specialists in 
meteorology, performed a 
very important function within 
all flying uml5. The success of 
flying operations depended 
on their meteorological find
Ings and weather predictions. 

Right The distinctive Death~ 
Head collar patches worn by 
men of the Panzer units from 
the Division 'Hermann 
Goring'. Shown here is 
Rltterkreuztrager Ober
leutnant Karl Rossmann, 
Battery Commander of the 16 
Motonsed Flak Regiment 
'General GOring', who 
receiVed h1s Kmght's Cross on 
12 November 1941 . 
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colourtng of the shoulder-strap was as for 
Fig. 124 and the collar patch was as 
de cribed in the footnote.A 

Collar patches and shoulder-straps of 
the type worn by per onnel of the Hermann 
Gortng Brigade. Division and Corps. as well 
as by the Luftwaffe Field Divisions. the 
D a th 's-head collar patches worn on the 
black Panzer uniform, the shoulder-straps 
worn on the tan tropical uniform and 
shirts and the shoulder-straps worn on the 
reed-green fatigue uniform are de cribed 
and in some cases illustrated in the appro
priate section of this book. 

Special Troop Service Officers of the 
Luftwaffe (Truppensonderdienst) 
The start of 1944 saw the creation of a new 
section of the Wehnnacht. By an order 
issued by the Fi.ihrer and promulga ted in 
the Allgemeine-Heeres-Mitteilungen, Nr. 
109 dated 24 January 1944, the Truppen
sonderdienst or Special Troop Service was 
created to operate within the framework of 
the three branches of the German Armed 
Forces. 

This SpeciaJ Troop Service was divided 
into two distinct sections: 1) The Adminis
tration Services of the Special Troop Ser
vice (Verwaltungsdienst im TSD) 
re pon ibl for all provisions, clothing, 
hou ing and billeting of troops together 
with their service pay and aJiowance ; and 
2) The Armed Forces JudiciaJ Branch of the 
Special Troop Service (Wehrmachtrichter 
im TSD) re ponsible for the military disci
pline of all m mbers of the Wehrmacht and 
their followers . 

The personnel of these two professions 
were further sub-divided into: 
a) Active Officers of the TSD (Offz.i.TSD) 
b) R erve Officers of the TSD 

(Offz.d.Res.i.TSD). and 
c) Officers awaiting Posting (at Disposit

ion) of the TSD (Offz.z.V.i.TSD) 
Subsequent orders issued to the Air 

Force in March 1944 explained that as 
from 1 May those Luftwaffe personnel pre
viously employed within the non-technical 
admini trative services of the Luftwaffe, 
these being the Paymaster Service and the 
Legal Service. were to be transferred into 
the newTSD. With this transfer these Luft
waffe administration officials became offi
cers of the SpeciaJ Troop Service and they 
were therefore soldiers under the terms of 
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German military law, enjoying the same 
rights and having the same responsibilities 
as fellow officers in Luftwaffe troop service. 
However, their powers of authority only 
extended within their area of service 
responsibility. 

Uniforms of the TSD 
The officers of the Luftwaffe TSD wore the 
same style and patterns of uniforms as 
Luftwaffe officers in troop service. This 
included all forms of head-dress. protective 
clothing and camouflage it ms. As with the 
Luftwaffe proper. the di tinclions between 
TSD officers of General rank ·and other TSD 
officers was observed, General officers 
wearing gold coloured insignia, cap cords, 
breast eagles elc. , and the remaining offi
cers wearing silver-a luminium items. The 
lapel facings on the greatcoat and their 
kleinen Rock and the broad stripes and 
piping on the trou ers and breeches worn 
by the TSD officers of GeneraJ rank were in 
the appropriate arm-of-service colour of 
light blue (TSD Administration branch) or 
wine-red (TSD Judicial branch) . These last 
subjects are deaJt with elsewhere in this 
volume. 

Interestingly, the decision regarding a 
fmalised form of uniform for officers of the 
TSD was held in abeyance by the clothing 
authorities unW after the war. something 
that did not happen. 

Insignia of the TSD 
The pattern for the insignia of rank worn 
by these officers followed the same style as 
used within the Luftwaffe. A distinction 
was made between the TSD officers of the 
Administrative servi e and the Judicial 
branch. Administration officers of the Luft
waffe TSD were distingui hed by wearing 
light blue as their arm of service colour and 
wore a Caduceus emblem (Merkurstab) on 
their shoulder straps (see Fig. 190) , whilst 
the Judicial officers of the Luftwaffe TSD 
displayed wine-red as their Waffenfarbe 
and carried a s hort 'Roman' sword (Roland
schwert) on their shoulder straps (see Fig. 
192). 

Tllustrations of the collar patches and 
shoulder straps of the nine rank grades of 
Luftwaffe TSD Administration officer per
sonnel are shown here (Figs. 131 to 148). 
The colour of all the collar patches and the 
underlay to all the shoulder straps was 

Luftwaffe Officers in the 
Specialist Troop Service. 
131 & 132 Generalsober· 
stabsintendant im TSD. 
133 & 134 Generalstabs· 
Intendant im TSD. 
135 & 136 Generintendant im 
TSD. 
137 & 138 Oberstmtendant 
imTSD. 
139 & 140 Oberfeldintendant 
imTSD. 
141 & 142 Oberstabsintedant 
im TSD. 
143 & 144 Stab1n endant im 
TSD. 
145 & 146 Oberzahlmeister 
im TSD. 
147 & 148 Zahlmeister im 
TSD. 

A. The pattern of collar 
patches worn by these 
per 01mel wa a pair of 
mirror rhomboids of 
coloured cloth in the 
wearers a ppropriate 
Wa ffenfa rbe. sttffened 
"~ th an inner lining of 
canvas and mounted 
wiU1 a single white 
metal wing to each 
patch. 

As from April 1936 
all personnel of lhe 
Regiment 'Hermann 
Goring· below officer 
rank had . prior to Jan
uary 1943. worn while 
collar patches edged in 
either rifle green or 
bright red cloili piping. 
Jager green wa worn 
around the pa tches of 
Ule Rifle Troops of the 
Regiment whilst bright 
red wa used by lhe 
troops of U1e Regiment's 
anti-a ircraft battalions. 
Thi cha nged in Janu
ary 1943 when a new 
system of displayin g 
arm-of-service colour 
was introdu ed into the 
Division 'Hermann 
Goring'. see page 55. 
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131 132 133 134 135 136 

137 138 139 140 141 142 

143 144 145 146 147 148 
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Equivalent Ranks of Officers of the Administrative TSD, Judicial Branch of the TSD 
and Luftwaffe Officers in Troop Service: 

Administrative TSD ranks Judicial TSD ranks Luftwaffe ranks 

Generaloberstabsintendant General der Flieger 
Generalstabsintendant Generals tabs richter Generalleutnant 
Generalintendant Generalrich ter Generalmajor 
Oberstintendant Oberstrichter Oberst 
Oberfeldintendant Oberfeldrichter Oberstleutnant 
Oberstabsintendant Oberstabsrichter Major 
Stabsintendant Stabsrichter Hauptmann 
Oberzahlmeister 
Zahlmeister 

light blue. The colour and quality of the 
embroidery work and the twisted cording 
on the patches and the braiding used on 
the straps was the same as that employed 
by equivalent ranks within the Luftwaffe 
proper. This was true of the metal rank 
stars and the Caduceus emblem. 

Fig. 131 & 132: The collar patch and 
shoulder strap for the Luftwaffe Admini -
trative TSD rank of Generaloberstabinten
dant im TSD, the equivalent of a General 
der Flieger 

Figs. 133 & 134: Collar patch & shoul
der strap for the Luftwaffe Administrative 
TSD rank of Generalstabsintendant im 
TSD, the equivalent of a Luftwaffe G ner
alleutnant. 

Figs. 135 & 136: Collar patch & shoul
der strap for the Luftwaffe Administrative 
TSD rank of G neralintendant im TSD, the 
equivalent of a Luftwaffe Generalmajor. 

Figs. 137 & 138: Collar patch and 
shoulder strap for the Luftwaffe Adminis
trative TSD rank of Oberstintendant im 
TSD. the equivalent of a Luftwaffe Oberst. 

Figs. 139 & 140: Collar patch and shoul
der strap for the Luftwaffe Administrative 
TSD rank of Oberfeldintendant im TSD , the 
equivalent of a Luftwaffe Oberstleutnant. 

Figs. 141 & 142: Collar patch and 
houlder strap for the Luftwaffe Adminis

trative TSD rank of Oberstabsintendant im 
TSD, the equivalent of a Luftwaffe Major. 

Figs. 143 & 144: Collar patch and shoul
der strap for the Luftwaffe Administrative 
TSD rank of Stabsintendant im TSD. the 
equivalent of a Luftwaffe Hauptmann. 

Figs. 145 & 146: Collar patch and shoul
der strap for the Luftwaffe Administrative 
TSD rank of Oberzahlmeister im TSD, the 
equivalent of a Luftwaffe Oberleutnant. 
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Oberleutnant 
Leutnant 

Figs. 147 & 148 : Collar patch and 
shoulder strap for the Luftwaffe Admini -
trative TSD rank of Zahlmeister im TSD, 
the equivalent of a Luftwaffe Leutnant. 

There were no NCOs or Men employed in 
the Special Troop Servic . 

It can be seen that there were fewer 
Judicial Luftwaffe Officers of the TSD than 
their Administrative TSD counterpa r t. 
Th y only had two grades of General offi
cer and four grades of officers. Wine-red 
badge cloth was used for their collar 
patches and as underlay to their shoulder 
straps and the straps themselves all car
ried the short. bronze-coloured 'Roman' 
sword. 

Rank Insignia worn on Protective Flight 
Clothing and Camouflage Clothing by 
Officers of the TSD. 
The system employed by officers of the TSD 
was similar to that used by Luftwaffe offi
cers in troop service. The chart of rank 
insignia as worn on protective flight cloth
ing is shown on page 134 of this volume. 
Reference to the above table of equivalent 
ranks will indicate the Special Troop S r
vice rank and by comparing this with the 
normal Luftwaffe officer rank it is a simple 
matter of identifying the precise rank badge 
worn by each of the nine grades of Luft
waffe TSD officers. 

Secret Field Police (Geheime Feld 
Polizei-GFP) 

Personnel who served in the Luftwaffe sec
tion of the Secret Field Police were, in the 
main, recruited from the Gestapo. Their 
principal duties consisted of: 
a. the pursuit and arrest of persons 



Luftwaffe Secret Field 
Police Insignia of Appoint
ment: Collar Patches and 
Shoulder-straps. 
149 & 1 SO Oberfeldpolizei
direktor. 
151 & 152 Feldpolizeidirektor. 
153 & 154 Feldpolizeikommis
sar. 
155 & 156 Feldpolizeiin
spektor. 
157 & 158 Feldpolizeisekretar. 

153 154 

157 
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151 152 

155 156 

158 
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suspected of being traitors, spies and 
saboteurs; 
b. the detection and arrest of persons sus
pected of graft and corruption as well as 
deliberate damage to Luftwaffe property; 
c. the combatting of enemy propaganda; 
d. the general execution of all security 
protection measures; 
e. acting as security advisers, principally 
to the Intelligence Officer of the Luftwaffe 
unit with whom they were operating, and 
f. the gathering and assessment of facts 
used by Luftwaffe courts in courts-martial 
cases. 

Officials of the GFP wore the uniform of 
the Luftwaffe Wehrmachtbeamten, but 
with certain distinctive features. The colour 
of their collar patches and the primary 
arm-of-service colour displayed on their 
shoulder-straps was dark green. They were 
distinguished by the use of a secondary 
colour (Nebenfarbe) of wine red on their 
shoulder-straps. Gilt metal shoulder-strap 
insignia was displayed on the centre of 
their straps in the form of the Roman let
ters GFP. and was worn by these officials of 
all ranks . Illustrations of the five grades of 
GFP officials are shown here. With the 
exception of the double-coloured underlay 
to the shoulder-straps and the gilt-metal 
shoulder-strap cipher, all of the straps and 
rank stars illustrated were of the same 
quality, colour and construction as those 
used by Luftwaffe officers of equivalent 
rank. Collar patches are as described. 

Figs. 149 & 150: The collar patch and 
shoulder-strap for the GFP appointment of 
Oberfeldpolizeidirektor, an official of the 
highest service level (Beamte des hoheren 
Dienst). equivalent to the rank of a Luft
waffe Oberstleutnant. The collar patches 
were edged in gold-coloured twisted cord
ing with silver-aluminium full wreath and 
two triangular rank stars. 

50 

Figs. 151 & 152: Insignia for the GFP 
appointment of Feldpolizeidirektor. an offi
cial of the highest service level and equiva
lent to the rank of Major. Collar patches 
were, as before, edged in gold-coloured 
twisted cording with silver -aluminium full 
wreath and a single triangular rank star. 

Figs. 153 & 154: Insignia for the GFP 
appointment of Feldpolizeikommissar, an 
official of the executive service level 
(Beamte des gehobenen Dienst). equivalent 
to the rank of a Luftwaffe Hauptmann. The 
dark green collar patches had a half
wreath and three triangular rank stars as 
well as the twisted cording in aluminium
silver. 

Figs. 155 & 156: Insignia for the GFP 
appointment of Feldpolizeiinspektor. an 
official of the executive service level and 
equivalent to the rank of Oberleutnant. 
Collar patches were, as before, edged in sil
ver-aluminium twisted cording with a sil
ver half-wreath and two triangular rank 
stars. 

Figs. 157 & 158: Insignia for the GFP 
appointment of Feldpolizeisekretar, an offi
cial of the middle grade level (Beamte des 
mittleren Dienstes). equivalent to the rank 
of Leutnant. Dark green collar patches with 
silver-aluminium half-wreath and a single 
triangular rank star. but with alternated 
dark-green silk and silver-aluminium 
twisted cording. 

In addition to the above insignia it is 
possible (but has not been established) 
that the Luftwaffe Secret Field Police per
sonnel may have been eligible to have worn 
the Geheimefeldpolizei formation cuff-title. 
Luftwaffe Secret Field Police officials were 
also permitted to wear civilian clothing or 
any form of uniform necessary in pur
suance of their duties. They also had power 
of command over all NCOs and Other 
Ranks. 

left: This cuff-title was intro
duced as a sealed pattern on 
16 September 1938 to be 
worn on the field blouse and 
greatcoat by members of the 
Secret Field Police. It was a 
4Jcm wide band of black 
material with silver woven 
gothic lettering 'Geheime 
Feldpolizei'. Its possible that 
this same title was also worn 
by Luftwaffe personnel of the 
Secret Field Police when in Air 
Force unform. 



3: BADGES AND ACCOUTREMENTS: 

Arm of Service (Waffenfarbe): 
Wartime Development and Use 

Arm-of-service colours were employed 
extensively throughout the German Air 
Force. The German word Waffenfarbe' (lit
erally 'arm (of service) colour') was used to 
denote the system whereby selected 
colours were used on items of uniform 
dress, insignia of rank and various military 
accoutrements. usually as facing colours 
or more frequently as piping. to indicate 
the wearer's branch of the force. 

Luftwaffe arm-of-service colours is a 
subject that links both volumes of this 
work, so it ls advisable to refer to the infor
mation published in Volume 1933-40 
(pages 111 to 129) in order to understand 
the pre-war development of the Waffen
farbe system. It is also worth comparing 
the main listing set out in Volume 
1933-40, starting on page 114. with the 
listing given here. 

Luftwaffe Waffenfarbe Regulations, 1939/40 to 1945 
Serial Arm-of-service, etc. Arm-of-service 

2 

a 
b 

c 

d 

colour 
Officers of General rank white 

Air Ministry, permanent 
staff personnel 

Air Ministry supernumerary personnel 
attached to the following services: 
Flight Standby section of the RLM 
Main Photographic Library 
Department of the RLM 
Main Moving Film Library 
Department of the RLM 
Signals Intelligence Detachment 
of the High Command of the 
Luftwaffe (Ob.d.L.) • B 

colour according 
to their arm-of
service • 

gold yellow 
gold yellow 

gold yellow 

golden brown 

WAFFENFARBE 

The wartime extension of this system 
saw little in the way of major changes, with 
the exception of the colours introduced to 
be worn by personnel of the 'Hermann 
Goling' Division. the Luftwaffe Field Corps 
Divisions and the Secret Field Police of the 
Luftwaffe. These formations are dealt with 
as separate entlies. 

The listing of Waffenfarbe and shoulder
strap insignia given in the table is mainly 
based on information published in a num
ber of official sources. I have added certain 
wartime introductions into this list, whilst 
at the same time giving their source of ref
erence. 

• All entlies in this list that differ from 
the information that can be found in the 
list of Waffenfarbe that was oliginally pub
lished in An.zugordnung jili' die Luftwaffe 
(L.A.O.) dated 27 ovember 1935 and 
revised to 1 April 1938 (see Volume 
1933-40, page 114) are indicated by an 
astelisk. 

Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
colour and remarks 

Medical officers of General 
rank wore the Aesculapius 
insignia. 
RLM insignia • A 

RLM insignia A 

RLM insignia A 

RLM insignia A 

OL Insignia • 
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Serial Arm-of-service, etc. 

e All other RLM supernumerary 
personnel 

3 Air Fleet Commands and Regional 
Air Commands 

4 
5 
6 

7 

8 
--- 9 

10 

~ 11 
11a 

12 
13 

14 

/ 
15 

16 

17 

18 
a 
b 
c 
d 
e 
f 
g 
h 

19 

20 

52 

Flight Divisional Commanders 
(Struck out) 
Commanders of Air Force Instruction 
Divisions 

General S taff officers 
Regiment 'General Goring' c 
Flying personnel (troops) 
Air Force Guard Battalion Berlin, 
permanent staff personnel 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Fortress Artillery • 

Air Signals troops 
Instruction troops of the Luftwaffe 

Reconnaissance Instruction Group 
Jiiterborg 
Medical officers , medical candidates, 
NCOs and Men, including Air Ministry 
medical personnel 

Fahnenjunker and Fiihnriche (San.) 

Ordnance Officers of all services 
including the Air Ministry 
Artificers of all services 
including the Air Ministry 
Replacement Depots of the Luftwaffe 
Air Material Group 
Air Material Bureaux 
Air Parks 
Principal Air Munitions Institutions 
Air Munitions Institutions 
Air Fuel Depots 
Air Signals Material Depots 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery Material 
Depots 
Reich Air Inspectorate- Air Traffic 
Control 
(Struck out) 

Arm-of-service Secondary 
colour colour 
the colour of 
their parent unit 
gold yellow 

gold yellow 

Officers wore 
the colour of 
their parent unit. 
NCOs and Men 
wore the colour 
of their economic 
troop unit 
carmine 
white 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 

bright red 
bright red • 

golden brown 
colour of their 
parent unit 
gold yellow 

dark blue 

colour of their 
parent unit 
bright red 

gold yellow • E 

gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 
gold yellow 

light green 

Shoulder-strap insignia 
and remarks 

L insignia 

L insignia 

LW insignia 

number of wearer's unit 
F insignia worn above 
the wearer's unit 
number. • o 

L insignia 

AL insignia 

Aesculapius insignia 
worn on the shoulder
straps by medical offi 
cers and medical cand
idates. 

W insignia 



WAFFENFARBE 

Serial Arm-of-service, etc. Arm-of-service Secondary Shoulder-strap insignia 
colour colour and remarks 

21 Officers and Medical officers awaiting colour used as Roman numerals in 
posting (at di po ilion) for officers aluminium metal worn 

according to by these officers of 
their arm-of- Regional Air Commands. 
service• Aesculapius insignia in 

aluminium coloured 
metal worn by Medical 
Officers awaiting posting, 
Officers a.D posted to the 
Air Ministry wore RLM in 
place of Roman numerals 

22 Retired Officers and Retired Medical colour used as Medical Officers of the 
Officers for active officers Reserve and Lower Grade 

a Reserve Officers according to light blue Doctors of the Reserve 
b Landwehr Officers their arm-of- wore the Aesculapius; 

service Landwehr Officers wore 
the roman numeral of 
their Regional Air 
Command in oxidised 
metal. Medical Officers 
of the Landwehr and 
Lower Grade Doctors of 
the Landwehr wore 
the Aesculapius insignia 
in oxidised metal 

23 Schools (Staff Personnel) 
a Air War Academy gold yellow Initials KA 
b Anti-Aircraft Artillery School bright red Initials FAS 
c Air Signals School golden brown Initials s 
d National School for Air Traffic light green Initials LS 

Control 
e Air Warfare School gold yellow Initials KS 

Officers wore the colour 
of their original parent 
unit. Officer Candidates 
of the Flak Artillery 
and Air Signals Troops 
wore the colour of their 
original parent unit 

f Higher Air Force School gold yellow Initials HS 
g Air Force Sports School gold yellow Initials SS 
h Driving School gold yellow Initials KRS 

Ordnance Schools of the Luftwaffe • " gold yellow • Initials WS * 
Artificer's Schools of the gold yellow • Initials FS * 
Luftwaffe • G 

k NCO Preparatory Schools • ~~ Officers, NCOs Initials WS * 
& Men wore the 
colour of their 
original unit • 

NCO Schools * 1 Officers, COs Initials US * 
& Men wore the 
colour of their 
original unit* 
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Serial Arm-of- ervice, etc. Arm-of-service 
colour 

Secondary 
colour 

Shoulder-strap insignia 
and remarks 

m Flight Ordnance Technical Schools * J gold yellow * 
bright red * 

Initials WS • 

24 

n Anti-Aircraft Artillery Ordnance 
Technical School of the Luftwaffe • K 

ationallnstitution for Air Defence 

Initials ws * 

24a 
25 

Maritime Instruction Flying units • L 

Economic Inspectors and all assigned 
Luftwaffe personnel 

bright red 
gold yellow • 
a) Officers wore 
the colour of their 
arm-of- ervice. 

Initials RL 
Initials SL • 

26 

27 

28 

29 

Soldiers of the Luftwaffe assigned to 
Defence Replacement Inspectorate 
a) Garrison of the Air Force Training 
Areas (excluding Wustrow) 
b) Garrison of the Air Force Anti
Aircraft Artillery Training Areas 
(including Wustrow) 
Staff Band Masters. Senior Band 
Masters and Band Masters 
Air Force Construction Units • 

A Reference to Volume 1933-40, page 130. under the 
heading 'Meta l and Embroidered Shoulder Strap 
In ignia' (see also page I 33) will show that there were 
two patterns of RLM insignia. The second pattern. 
conslsting of the gothic letters 'RLM', was introduced 
on 10 September 1939 to supersede the former pat
tern by the flnal dale of 1 April 1940. This changeover 
was announced in Luftwaffen-VerordnungsblaLt r.43, 
Part C, dated 25 September 1939. p.338. Order Nr.846 
Is ued 10 September 1939. 

B. On a dale as yet unestablished. personnel of the 
signals Intelligence Detachment of the Reichsluflfahrt
ministerium became the Air Signals Detachment of 
the Oberfehlshaber der Luftwaffe. In place of their first 
pattern 'RLM' Insignia they were Instructed to wear the 
new 'OL' insignia. Thi changeover was closely Unked 
with Hermann Goring in his capacity as both the Com
mander-in-Chief of the German Air Force (Oberbe
fehlshaber der Luftwaffe. abbreviated to 'Ob.d.L.') 
responslble to Hitler at the OKW as Commander-in
chief of the Wehrmachl and as the Relch Mlnlster for 
Air Travel (Rei hsluflfahrtministerium. abbreviated to 
RLM) responsible to Hitler as Reich Chancellor and 
head of the civil government. 

Offi Ially. the designation 'OK!.,' (Oberkommando 
der Luftwaffe) was not applied unW 1944: unW then 
the official designation was 'Ob.d.L.'. 

C. Extensive Information on the use of while as the 
ann-of-servi e colour by troops of the Regiment 'Gen
eral Goring' can be found in Volume 1933-40 as fool
note 'D' on page I 18. 

In January 1943 these instructions were both 
added to and In some cases superseded by the int.ro
du tion of special WafTenfarbe to be worn as part of tl1e 
rank Insignia (shoulder straps and collar pat hes) for 
the personnel of Division 'Hermann Goring'. This new 
Information is dealt with in this volume on page 55. 

D. Personnel of Fortress ArWlery batterles were autho
rtzed to wear red as their arm-of-service colour and the 
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b) NCOs & Men 
wore the colour 
of their eco
nomic troop unit 
gold yellow 

bright red 

Colour of unit 
to which assigned 
black • 

Lyre insignia 

letter 'F' above ilieir unit number according to Instruc
tions published In Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatt r.30 
Part C. dated 25 July 1938. pp 217-218 Order Nr.659 
issued 7 July 1938. 

IL should be noted that these Instructions were 
promulgated two montl1s after the revised edition of 
'Anzugordnungflir die Luftwaffe (L.A.O.)' for 27 Novem
ber 1935 and revised 1 April 1938. For this reason this 
entry is not shown In my listing that appears in Vol
ume 1933-40, pp.J 14-117. 

E. Artlflcers of all services including ilie Air Ministry 
originally wore bright red as ilieir arm-of-service 
colour. In September I 936 for reasons of economy ilils 
was changed to gold-yellow as per instructions pub
lished in Lujl.wa.ffen·Verordnungsblalt r.36 da ted 7 
September 1936. pp.457-459, Order Nr. ll30 issued I 
September 1936 with a rider that ilie changeover had 
to be completed by l October 1936. For furlher infor
mation see Volume 1933-40 footnote 'H' on page 1 I 8 . 

F. The colour originally allocated to the personnel of 
Ordnance Schools of the Luftwaffe was bright red. 
This was changed to •old-yellow In September 1936 
for reasons of economy as per instru tions published 
in Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblalt Nr.36 dated 7 Septem
ber 1936. pp.457-459. Order Nr. ll30 issued 1 Sep
tember 1936. Th changeover had to be effected by 1 
October 1936. 

G. At a date as yet uneslablished, but a umed to be 
sometime after 1 April 1938. personnel of ilie Artlflcer 
Schools of the Luftwaffe were authorised to wear the 
initial 'FS' as their branch Insignia. 

H. According to Luftwaffen-Verordnungsblatl. Nr.29, 
dated June 1941. p.482. Order r.745 lssued 30 
June, 1941 iliose officers. NCOs and men who had 
been posted to (Luftwaffe) NCO Preparatory Schools 
(Unlerofflziervors hulen) were to wear the uniform 
(and Waffcnfarbe) of ilieir original unit but with the let
ters ·uvs· on their shoulder straps. These letters were 
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Three months later, in April 1943,2 the 
whole arrangement of arm-of-service 
colours for the personnel of the Division 
'Hermann Goring' was changed to that 
set out in the chart below. Interestingly, 
the identifying co lours were switched 
from around the collar patches to the 
piping and underlay on the shoulder
straps. No official explanation has been 
found for this change, but it is safe to 
assume lhat it was not introduced just 

for change's sake. It probably had some
thing to do with production costs and 
morale. It did mean, however, that a ll 
ranks wore the 'universal' and very dis
tinctive white collar patches, a feature 
that was to have certain disadvantages 
under combat conditions (see below). 
and officers who previously had not feat
ured any arm-of-service colour could 
now be identified by their coloured 
shoulder-strap underlay. 

Waffenfarbe for Division 'Hermann GOring', April 1943 
Serial Formation 

1 Divisional Staff 
2 Grenadier Regiments 
3 Rille Regiments 
4 Guard Regiment A 

5 Armoured Regiment 
6 Armoured Reconnaissance Battalions 
7 Aircraft Operational Readiness Units 
8 Arti llery Regiments 
9 Fuhrer Anti-aircraft Artillery 

Battalion A 

10 Engineer Battalion 
11 Signals Battalions 
12 Supply Units (including Field Police 

and Administrative Services) 
13 Replacement and Training Regiments 

of the Division 'Hermann Goring' 

A. As with the previous order, personnel of both the 
Wachreglment a nd the FUhrer -FlakabteiJung were 
instructed to continue wearing collar patches on 

1\vo months later,3 a single alteration 
was made to the April 1943 instructions 
when the arm-of-service colour for person-

CoUar Patch Piping and underlay Lo 
colour shoulder-straps 
white rose pink 
white white 
white rifle (Jager) green 
white white 
white rose pink 
white gold yellow 
white gold yellow 
white bright red 

white bright red 
white black 
white golden brown 

white light blue 

white colour of the activ unit 

their greatcoats, in contrast to the re t of the Luft
waffe. who from 1 October 1942 had theirs abol
ished: see page 122. 

nel of the Feldgendarm rie (Officers & 
Other Ranks) was added. The new instruc
tions were given thus: 

Additional Waffenfarbe for Division 'Hermann GOring', June 1943 
Serial Formation Collar Patch Piping & Underlay 

12 Field Police 

Further changes took place when it was 
ordered that the white collar patches were 
no longer to be worn on the field uniform. 
Divisional order r.64 of 1944, dated 3 
January 1944, instructed all ranks to 
remove their collar patches from those 
tunics worn as part of their field uniform. 
The removal was necessary on the grounds 
of concealment and camouflage. However, 
NCOs and Men were permitted to wear the 
small metal 'wings' normally mounted on 
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colour to shoulder-straps 
white orange 

the cloth of the collar patch. to be affixed 
directly into the collar of the tunic. As a 
further measure , all silver-aluminium NCO 
braiding worn on the field uniform was for
bidden and had to be replaced by dull 
matt-grey cotton braiding. 

Shoulder-Strap and Uniform Buttons 
Metal buttons, including shoulder-strap 
buttons, were finished in one of three basic 
colours: Luftwaffe blue-grey painted finish, 

Right: Oberleutnant (later 
Major) Werner Dornbrack, 
from an instruction unit of a 
bomber squadron, photo
graphed on the day he was 
awarded the Knight's Cross of 
he Iron Cross, 21 August 

1941. 



silver-aluminium and gilt-coloured pebble 
surfaced. 

Blue-grey finished buttons were used in 
the manufacture of the padded and 
reversible camouflage winter uniforms. 
Those buttons that were visible on the 
white side of these garments were over
painted white. Visible buttons on tropical 
uniforms were usually of metal painted 
copper-brown. Coffee-brown plastic but
tons were occasionally used. 

Metal buttons. other than those with 
gilt finish. were made of a white alumini
um-type metal. Those destined for use on 
the Service Uniform and the Field Uniforms 
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were spray painted blue-grey in bulk at the 
factory . The dimpled finish imparted to the 
untreated metal buttons ensured that the 
sprayed-on paint adhered to the surface of 
the button longer than It would have done 
on a smooth surface. 

Small. dish-shaped horn and composi
tion buttons. usually in dark grey or dark 
brown. were used extensively in the manu
facture of uniforms. These were seldom to 
be seen on the outer surface of garments. 
being used for pocket fastenings, braces. 
buttons and the like. Dish-shaped gun
metal buttons, of various diameters, were 
frequently used on certain Items of equip
ment that required openings or attach
ments to be fastened by buttons. and the 
Zeltbahn (shelter triangle) in particular 
made extensive use of these. Because of 
their inherent strength they were frequent
ly used on various items of protective cloth
ing. 

Buttons were ordinarily sewn on to gar
ments, but removable buttons held by a 
split ring were used on clothing that 
required frequent washing. Further Infor
mation on other aspects of buttons can be 
found in Volume 1933-40. pp. 129- 30. 

Shoulder-Strap Insignia 

Metal Shoulder-Strap Insignia 
Insignia displayed on the shoulder-straps 
was used throughout the Luftwaffe as a 
means of identifying a person as belonging 
to a particular formation. school, training 
group or being on the staff of an academy 
or important air force establishment. 
Almost universally ornate in design. some 
insignia were in the style of Old or Black 
Gothic lettering, others in copperplate let
tering, but the majority were in an elabo
rate, Ooriated style peculiar to the 
Luftwaffe. Both Roman and Arabic numer
als were used. A few insignia depicted 
objects. 

Metal insignia was manufactured in two 
finishes: gilt for officers from Oberst down 
to Leutnant and silver-white for NCOs from 
Stabsfeldwebel, etc., to Feldwebel, etc. 
(Unteroffizler mit Portepee). Generals ' 
insignia was in silver-aluminium of a qual
Ity superior to that used by NCOs. The 
insignia of officials of the Luftwaffe Judicial 
Department had a bronze finish . but their 
Roman short sword was, to my knowledge, 
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the only metal insignia that had this 
colour. 

Embroidered Shoulder-Strap Insignia 
Embroidered insignia when used was only 
worn by ranks from Unterfeldwebel, etc., 
down to Flieger, etc. There were two quali
ties of embroidery used: a) The official 
issue, machine chain-stitched type known 
as 'Kurbelstickerei' and b) the superior 
quaUty of embroidery used on privately 
purchased straps, where the insignia was 
either worked into the cloth of the strap by 
an operator using an Jacquard machine or 
by a skilled needlewoman hand-embroider
ing the design. The design was similar· to 
the corresponding metal insignia of the 
more senior grades, The colour of the 
thread used for the embroidery depended 
on the arm-of-service colour of the wearer. A 

When shoulder-strap insignia were 
worn they were worn on both straps, but 
not all Luftwaffe personnel wore insignia. 
All metal shoulder-strap insignia was man
ufactured with two or more, but usually 
two, short prongs affixed to the underside. 
These were pushed through the braided 
cording and cloth underlay and bent flat to 
hold the insignia fLrmly in place. 

The majority of shoulder-strap insignia 
were introduced before the outbreak of the 
Second World War. A few items were 
brought into use during the war years . This 
subject has been dealt with in detail in Vol
ume 1933-40, starting on page 130. The 
various individual insignia are reproduced 
here again and represent as complete a list 
of all known insignia as is possible to dis
cover. The evidence for the existence of 
these items has been gathered from official 
publications, in particular Lujtwa.ffen
Verordnungsblatt and Anzugordnungfii.r die 
Luftwaffe, etc., as well as metal insignia 
manufacturers' catalogues (Assmann & 
Sohne's among others) , actual items in var
ious public and private collections and 
finally , and to a limited extent, from con
temporary photographs. 
163 'A'. Gothic 'A' worn by personnel of the 
Luftwaffe Medical Academy. Introduced by 
an order dated September 19414 • Officers 
were required to wear a gold-coloured letter 
'A' directly above a gilt metal Askulapstab 
on their shoulder-straps (Fig. 162). NCOs 
who wore a sidearm knot (Portepee). up to 
and including the appointment of Ensign 
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159 160 

(Fiihnriche) and Senior Ensign (Oberfiihn
rich) in the Medical Corps of the Luftwaffe 
were required to wear a white metal Gothic 
'A' without the Askulapstab . NCOs and 
Men, including the appointment of Fah
nenjunker in the Medical Corps of the Luft
waffe were distinguished by wearing just 
the Gothic letter 'A' in dark blue chain 
stitching outlined in light blue to empha
sise the letter and without the serpent and 
staff emblem. 
164 'AL'. Entwined letters 'AL' worn by per
sonnel of the Reconnaissance Instruction 
Group Juterbog (Aufklarungs-lehrgruppe 
Juterbog) . 
165 'F'. Ornate letter 'F' worn by Fortress 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Festungs-Artillerie) 
personnel and usually over small Arabic 
numerals indicating the wearer's battalion 
number. s 
166 'FAS' . Entwined and ornate copper
plate style letters 'FAS'. Worn by personnel 
on the staff of an anti-aircraft school 
(Flakartillerie-Schule) . 
167 'FS' Ornate letters 'FS' worn by per
sonnel of a War Ordnance School (Feuerw
erkerschule). 
168 'GFP' Roman letters 'GFP' worn by 
members of the Luftwaffe Secret Field 
Police (Geheime Feldpolizei der Luftwaffe) . 
This insignia was introduced in November 
1943. It was only produced in gold
coloured metal because the only persons 
entitled to wear it were Luftwaffe Officials 

161 

Examples of types of 
insignia worn on Luftwaffe 
shoulder-straps. 
159 Gilt-metal shoulder 
insignia as worn on the shoul· 
der-strap for a Leutnant. 
160 White-metal shoulder 
insignia as worn on the shoul· 
der-strap for a Feldwebel, etc. 
161 Chain-sti tched shoulder 
insignia as worn on the shoul· 
der-straps by Luftwaffe ranks 
from Hauptgefreiter to Flieger, 
etc. This style of 'Kurbelstick· 
erei' was executed in coloured 
threads corresponding to the 
arm-of-service piping used on 
the strap. The 'KS' insignia 
used to illustrate these three 
examples is that for an Aerial 
Warfare School (Luftkreigss
chule). 

A. Chain-stitched or 
embroidered ins ignia in 
black thread were out
lined tn white for 
emphasis . Da rk blue, 
being difficu lt to distin
guish against the blue
grey of the 
s houlder -stra p cloth , 
was outltned in light 
blue thread . 
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Shoulder-strap insignia 
162 A wi th Aesculapius. 
163 A. 
164 AL. 
165 F. 
166 FAS. 
167 FS. 
168 GFP. 
169 HS. 
170 KA. 
171 KRS. 
172 KS. 
173 L. 
174 LS. 
175 LW. 
176 NS. 
177 OL. 
178 PL. 
179 RL. 
180 RLM. 
181 RLM. 
182 5. 
183 SL. 
184 55. 
185 TA. 
186 US. 
187 w. 
188 WS. 
189 Lyre. 
190 Caduceus. 
191 Aesculapius. 
192 Sword. 
193 Roman numeral. 
194 Arabic numera l. 

163 164 165 

169 170 

174 175 176 

180 181 

185 186 

T 
190 191 192 

with Officer status (see p. 49 for GFP 
Ranks) .6 
169 'HS'. Ornate letters 'HS' worn by per
sonnel on the staff of an Advanced Luft
waffe School (Hohere Luftwaffenschule) .7 

170 'KA'. Entwin ed letters 'KA' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Air War Acad
emy (Luftkriegsakademie). 
171 'KRS'. Entwined letters 'KRS' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Motor Trans
port School (Kraftfahrschule). 
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166 167 168 

171 172 173 

177 178 179 

182 183 184 

187 188 189 

193 194 

172 'KS'. Entwined letters 'KS' worn by per
sonnel on the staff of the Aerial Warfare 
School (Luftkriegsschule). 
173 'L'. Floria ted letter 'L' worn by person
nel of Instructional Units of the Luftwaffe 
(Lehrtruppen der Luftwaffe) . 
174 'LS' . Entwined letters 'LS' worn by per
sonnel of the School of Air Traffic Control 
(Reichsschule fur Luftaufsicht). 
175 'LW. Entwined letters 'LW worn by 
Cadre personnel of the Guard Battalion of 
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the Luftwaffe (Berlin Garrison) (Stammper
sonal des Wachbataillons der Luftwaffe) . 
176 'NS'. Entwined letters 'NS' worn by 
personnel on the staff of the Air Signals 
School (Luftnachrtchtenschule) . 
177 'OL'. Entwined letters 'OL' worn by 
personnel of the Air Signals Intelligence 
Detachment of the Commander-in-Chief of 
the German Air Force. formerly of the RLM. 
(Luftnachrtchtabteilung des Oberbefehls
haber der Luftwaffe) . Exact date for the 
introduction of this new insignia has not 
yet been established, but is believed to 
have been some time in 1939-40.A 
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178 'PL'. Conjoined Gothic letters 'PL'. This 
cipher has been included here because it is 
believed to have been a Luftwaffe item. It is 
featured in the Assmann & Sohne cata
logue, item 26078 on an illustrated page of 
insignia under the heading 'Wehrmacht
Luftwaffe'. However. no other evidence has 
come to light that can establish with cer
tainty which formation used it. Although it 
resembles the style of insignia used within 
the Army. in particular the conjoined let
ters 'BL' for Artillery Observation Training 
Regiments and the conjoined letters 'PL' 
worn by personnel of Anti-Tank Instruction 

Left: A Luftwaffe Gefeiter. an 
NCO Aspirant on the staff of 
an aerial warfare school, a 
member of an SA unit (right) 
and a Police Officer Oeft), stop 
and search a foreign worker 
they suspect of being an 
enemy agent. Berlin, August 
1943. 

A. The 'OL' lnsignla rep
resented the already 
abbreviated form of 
'Ob.d .L.' which In turn 
was the official abbre
vation for 'Oberbefehls· 
haber der Luftwaffe', 
Commander-in-Chief of 
the German Air Force. 
namely Hermann 
Goring. Unlike the 
O.K.H. and the O.K.M. 
the Luftwaffe did not 
use the designation 
O.K.L. until 1944. Until 
then the official deslg· 
nation was Ob.d .L. 



Battalions, no s uch insignia as illustrated 
here was used in the German Army, and it 
must be assumed that this item was used 
by an as yet unidentified Luftwaffe forma
tion. 
1 79 'RL'. Entwined letters 'RL' worn by per
sonnel of the Institu te for Air Defence 
(Reichsan talt fUr Luftschutz). B 
180 'RLM'. First-pattern insignia consisted 
of the ornate and entwined letters 'RLM'. 
Worn by permanent taff personnel of the 
Air Ministry (Reichs luftfahrtministerium
Planstellen) and by personnel of the follow
ing branch offices of the RLM who were 
directly subordinate to the Air Ministry: 
(a) Flight Standby Section of the RLM 

(Fiugbereitschaft des RLM) 
(b) Main Photographic Department of the 

RLM (Hauptbildstelle des RLM) 
(c) Main Moving Film Departmen t of the 

RLM (HauptfiJmstelle des RLM). and 
before at least 1939-40 

(d) Signals Detachment of the RLM 
( achrichtenabteilung des RLM) (See 
177 'OL' above) 

181 'RLM' . Second-pattern insignia con
sisting of conjoined Gothic letters 'RLM'. 
In troduced on 25 September 1939 to 
supersede first-pattern 'RLM' fmally by 1 
April 1940. Worn by all personnel of the Air 
Ministry (as listed at 180 above) other than 
General Officers, Officers of the General 
Staff and Medical Officers.9 
182 ·s·. Single, Latin-style ·s· worn by 
Reserve officers recalled to duty ('z.D') and 
by Luftwaffe Landwehr officers in the Mar
itime Air Force Command (Luftwaffekom
mandos (See)) .10 

183 'SL'. Ornate letters 'SL' worn by per-
anne! of the Maritime Instruction 

Squadron (Lehrstaffel, See).II 
184 ·ss·. Floriated letters 'SS' worn by per
sonnel on the staff of the Air Force Sports 
School (Luftwaffen -Sportschule) . 
185 TA'. Conjoined letters TA' worn by per
sonnel of the staff Air Force Technical Acad
emy (Technische Akademie der Luftwaffe). 
186 ·us·. Ornate floriated letters ·us· worn 
by NCOs on the staff of Preparatory 
Schools (Unteroffiziervorschi.iler der Luft
waffe) and Schools for COs (Unteroffizier
schuler der Luftwa ffe). Introduced in 
November 1941. This insignia replaced the 
earlier insignia consisting of the letters 
'UVS' (not illustra ted because no sp cimen 
has yet been found) when these prepara-
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tory schools underwent a change of title.12 

187 'W'. Ornate letter ·w worn by ordnance 
officers (Offiziere-(W)) (Not worn by NCOs 
or other ranks). 
188 'WS'. Conjoined ornate letters 'WS' 
worn by personnel of the Ordnance 
Armourer School (Waffenmeisterschule) . In 
August 1941 extended to personnel of the 
Aerial Technical Weapons School (Flieger
Waffentechnische Schulen) and the Anti
Aircraft Technical Weapons School 
(Fiak-Waffentechnische Schule). 13 
189 'Lyre'. A Lyre worn by musicians hold
ing officers' rank and also by musicians 
with the appointment of Musikleiter, see 
Volume 1939-40. p. 105. 
190 'Caduceus'. Worn by Luftwaffe officers 
of the Forces Special Service (Offiziere im 
Truppensonderdienst - TSD) . This insignia 
was introduced in May 1944. 14 

191 'Askulapstab'. (The Rod of Aescu
lapius) . Worn by Medical personnel. IS 
192 'Judicial sword' (Rolandschwert). A 
short-bladed, bronze-coloured sword, the 
blade-tip pointing towards the shoulder
strap button. Worn by judiciary adminis
trative officials and later by judicial officers 
of the TSD legal section. 
193 Roman numerals. Both large (illustrat
ed here) and small-size Roman numerals 
were worn by a selected number of Luft
waffe troops; the large size usually being 
worn alone, the smaller numerals in con
junction with another emblem or cipher. IS 
194 Arabic numerals. These were normally 
used to indicate the number of a particular 
regimental formation , which in the case of 
the Luftwaffe was very often the regimental 
number of an artillery unit. Both large and 
small (illustrated here) numerals were used 
for the same reasons as given in 193 above. 

Slip-on Shoulder-Strap Titles 
As explained in Volume 1933-40 (p.135). 
the wearing of slip-on titles on the s houl
der-straps was not as widespread as in the 
Army. Those that were used tended to be 
for Flak units. The blue-grey cloth loops 
were approximately 3cm deep and wide 
enough to fit over the average shoulder
strap. The insignia displayed on these 
loops was usually in red chain stitching, 
showing the number of the wearer's anti
aircraft artillery regiment. 

The only wartime instruction that I 
have come across regarding these slip-on 
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titles was issued in January 1943. 17 
Armed forces officials in preparatory ser
vice, undergoing instruction to become 
Flying Engineers, were ordered lo wear a 
narrow loop of pink badge cloth at the 
base of their shoulder-straps to differenti
ate them from war establishment Flying 
Engineers. 

Collar and Cuft Rank Braiding 

The subject of rank braiding used on the 
collar and cuffs of the Uniform Tunic. the 
Service Tunic and the Flight Blouse, and 
on the collar patches worn on the Great
coat, all of which were for certain grades of 
non-commissioned officers, has been dealt 
with in Volume 1933-40, pp. 135-9. 

The practice continued throughout the 
Second World War without change to the 
instructions first laid down in May 1935, 
except that collar patches worn on the 
Greatcoat by all ranks were abolished from 
1942-3 as an economy measure. IS 

62 

The distinctive double rings of 1cm-wide 
silver-aluminium braiding to be worn as 
'Special Badges of Appointment', originally 
by senior NCOs with the rank of Oberfeld
webel and Oberwachmeister, and later 
extended to those senior NCOs with the 
rank of Hauptfeldwebel and Hauptwacht
meister, were introduced shortly after the 
establishment of the Luftwaffe in 1935.19 
These distinctions were required to be 
worn on those blue-grey items of Luftwaffe 
clothing in the following manner: 
1. On the Service Tunic and the Uniform 

Tunic two-stripe sleeve rings of flat 
aluminium NCO braiding worn around 
the cuffs, set apart at a distance of 
0.5cm from each other and 0.5cm from 
the upper edges of the turn-back cuffs. 

2. On the Flight Blouse around the fore
arms, at a distance of 0.5cm from 
each other, two stripes of flat alumini
um NCO braiding, the lower stripe 
positioned 1 Ocm up from the bottom 
edge of each sleeve. · 



left General der Flakartillerie 
von Schroder presents Iron 
Crosses to members of the 
Hamburg anti-aircraft gun 
crews on 9 August 1943. The 
si~er-alu mini um braiding 
\\llrn as double cuff-stripes, 
as rank braidrng around the 
collars of the various Flight 
Blouses and on the shoulder
straps of these NC Os is clearly 
seen. 

luftwaffe Rank Chevrons, 
1938-1945. 
195 Stabsgefreiter, introduced 
4 February 1944. 
196 Hauptgefreiter, super
seded by chevrons for Stabs
gefreiter. 
197 Obergefreiter. 
198 Gefreiter. 

The weartng of triple sleeve rings on the 
fatigue uniform worn by these NCOs was 
contained in instructions published in Lujt
waffen-Verordnungblatt. Nr. 18, dated 11 
June 1935, p.ll6, Order Nr. 256. issued 
27 May 1935. These instructions also dealt 
with the subject of Service Rank Insignia 
worn on the Denim Blouse, Overalls of 
Black Denim both lined and unlined. and 
the Protective Coat of blue-grey rubberized 
material for motorcyclists . These subjects 
can be found in this book under their 
a ppropriate h eadings. 

Additional instructions were issued in 
193920 regarding these special badges of 
appointment. Senior NCOs with the rank of 
Hauptfeldwebel or Hauptwachtmeister and 
acting Hauptfeldwebel (Hauptfeldwebel
diensttuer) or acting Hauptwachtmeister 
(Hauptwachtmeisterdiensttuer) were to 
wear, as a distinction from the ranks of 
Oberfeldwebel and Oberwachtmeister, the 
double stripes of NCO-patterned braiding 
on the cuffs of their cloth greatcoat in addi
tion to the wearing of these stripes on their 
blue-grey tunic and blouse. 

Order Nr. 2132, issued on 1 September 
1942 and published on p.1267 of the Lujt
waffen-Verordnungsblatt for 14 September 
1942, stated that for the duration of the 
war the quality (and colour) of rank braid
ing was to be changed from 1cm-wide fla t , 
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s ilver -aluminium (silber-aluminium tresse) 
to 1cm-wide flat , dull , blue-grey rayon 
braiding (Zellwollborte). 

This introduction affected the collar and 
shoulder -strap braiding and the double
stripe cuff braiding worn by personnel of 
NCO grade. 

The order was also directed at those 
troops who wore ch evrons on the left upper 
arm of their Service Tunic (Tuchrock) , Uni
form Tunic (Waffenrock). Flight Blouse 
(Fliegerbluse) and Greatcoat (Mantel). 

The wartime use of light khaki-tan 
clothing for tropical climates brought into 
use rank braiding of a dull copper -brown 
colour. Th is type of rank braiding was worn 
by the a bove mentioned NCOs on the fore
arms of their cuff-less tropical jacket in the 
same manner and the same position as 
worn on the blu e-grey Flight Blouse. 

Any cuff-title worn by an NCO h olding 
any of these special appointments was 
required to be positioned directly above the 
upper edge of the topmost sleeve rtng. 

Rank Chevrons, 1938-45 

Rank chevrons were introduced into the 
Luftwaffe on 4 March 1938.21 They were 
worn on the Service Dress Tunic , the Uni
form Tunic, the Flight Blouse and the 
Greatcoat. They were positioned on the 
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upper left sleeve of these garments midway 
between the elbow and the point of the 
shoulder. Initially (1938-44) there were 
three grades of rank chevron: a single 
chevron for a Gefreiter and a Sanitatsgefre
iter, a double chevron for an Obergefreiter 
and a Sanitatsobergefreiter and triple 
chevron badge for a Hauptgefreiter and a 
Sanitatshauptgefrelter. All were made from 
strips of 1-cm wide Luftwaffe-pattern sil
ver-aluminium 'Tresse', and normally sewn 
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on to a triangular backing of blue-grey 
cloth. 

On 4 February 1944 the chevrons indi
cating the rank of Hauptgefrelter were 
replaced by a new badge consisting of two 
chevrons with a woven rank star set into 
the space formed by the angle of the inner 
chevron (Fig. 195). This new badge was 
introduced when the new rank of Stabsge
freiter was initiated to supersede the rank 
of Hauptgefreiter. 



Left and right Gefreiter and 
Obergefreiter rank chevrons. 
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Trade and Specialist Badges 

Trade and Specialist badges, the bulk of 
which had been introduced before the war 

199 200 

204 205 

209 210 

214 215 

219 

223 
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and the few that were brought into use 
during the war, have been extensively cov
ered and illustrated in Volume 1933-40 
(pages 145 to 159). 

201 202 

206 207 

211 212 

216 217 

222 

224 225 

Trade and Proficiency 
Badges 
199 Administrative NCO 
(Unteroffizier and Feldwebel). 

203 

208 

213 

218 



200 Au Signals personnel 
With qualification as 'B' Class 
telephone operators. 
201 Qualdied NCO telephone 
~tor. 

202 Au Signals personnel 
With qualification as 'B' Class 
teleponter operators. 
203 Qualified NCO teleprinter 
~a tor. 
204 AJr Signals personnel 
With qualification as 'B • Class 
radio operators. 
205 Qualrtied NCO radio 
operator. 
206 AJr Signals equipment 
aOOlimstrator. 
207 Armourer NCO in the 
an -a1raalt artillery and Regi
nent 'General Goring'. 
208 Armourer NCO in flying 
and air ~goals units. 
209 Senior armourer NCO in 
Rying and air ~gnals units. 
210 Motor vehicle driving per
soonel. 
211 Ordnance personnel. 
212 Signals personnel in flight 
and anti-aircraft units (non-air 
lq1als umts). 
213 Medical personnel with 
lhe except1011 of NC Os. 
214 Medical personnel. Status 
unestablished. 
215 Anaaft equipment 
mmstrator. 
216 Searchlight equipment 
mmstrator. 
217 Unidentified badge, 
tlru}ht to have been worn 
l7j personnel connected with 
searchiKJht units. 
218 Motor transport equip
nent administrator. 
m Motor transport equip
"leflt admimstrator candidate. 
220 Au Force balloonist. 
221 flight personnel, but 
w:x-n only by those persons 

entitled to wear a pilot's, 
OOse!ver\ or radio operator's 
'W (or cloth) qualification 
tteast badge. 
222 M11itary seagoing boat 
~nel. 
223 flight technical person
roe 
224 Flight technical personnel 
w more than one year's ser
\'ICe 
225 AntJ·aircraft artillery per
!C'lflel. 

Above: An NCO Direction Finding operator operating radio 
direction finding apparatus. 

WAFFENFARBE 

Below: Paratroopers being presented with Iron Crosses. The 
Oberfeldwebel awaiting his turn wears the trade badge for an 
Ordnance NC 0. 
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226 227 228 229 230 

231 232 233 234 235 

236 237 238 239 

240 241 242 

243 244 245 246 247 

248 250 
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Trade and Proficiency 
Badges 
226 Direction-finder operator. 
227 NCO direction-finder 
~at or. 
228 Sound-locator operator. 
229 NCO sound-locator oper
ator. 
230 Graduate from the 
1\'eparatory Training School 
lor AVIation Engineers. 
231 Student of a luftwaffe 
S£hool for NC Os. 
232 Qualified radio instructor. 
233 Semor qualified radio 
!IStructor. 
234 Aircraft radio mechanic 
'Mth 'B' Class proficiency. 
235 Farrier. 
236 Air raid warning service 
per1011nel. 
237 Motor transport NCO 
storeman. 
238 Horse-drawn transport 
NCO storeman. 
239 Rangefinder crew mem
~. 
240 Rangefinder crew mem
~ wrth more than one year's 
5efVICe 
241 AntJ-a1rcraft artillery 
50Ufld.locator crew member. 
242 Ann-aircraft artillery 
50Ufld.locator crew member 
v. th more than one year's ser
I'ICe 
243 Anti-a1rcraft artillery gun 
rm~member. 
244 Thought to have been for 
Air Force technical artisan. 
245 Thought to have been for 

Force master technical 
mn. 
246 Heavy aerial munitions 
iJI!lOOrer. 
247 Aenal bomb armourer. 
248 Umdentified badge, 
ltooght to be for either 
ggna~ or radar operator. 
249 Umdenllfied badge, 
ltooght to be for either 
llg\als or radar operator. 
250 Unidentified badge. 
251 Unidentified badge, 
""ought to be for helmsman 
ci II' tary seagoing boats. 

Above: German luftwaffe prisoners captured east of the Rhine 
are brought into US lines at Friedrichsfeld on the press Jeep of 
US war correspondent Fred Ramage (pointing). The Feldwebel 
on the bonnet of the Jeep wears the badge indicating that he 
served as a member of the luftwaffe anti-aircraft artillery. The 
narrow line around the oval badge seems to be similar to the 
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twisted gold piping worn on certain badges (see Volume 
1933-40, pages 153 and 155) to identify a person who had 
served for at least one year in a particular trade. 

Below: An Obergefreiter on the staff of the School for Air Traf· 
fie Control wears the trade badge for a motor vehicle driver. 
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Left: An unusual comblna!al 
of 'trade' badges. This dose
up shows a member of the 
Division 'Hermann G<inng' 
working on the engine of ¥1 
assault boat. On the left fae
arm of his Fliegerbluse he 
wears a naval specialist ~ 
for a ship's diver above the 
Luftwaffe trade badge for 
itary seagoing boat pe~ 

Below: The crew of a Luft· 
waffe air-sea rescue laundt 
The Gefreiter on the far nght 
wears on his upper left arm 
the Army badge for a hel~ 
man of an assault boat and. 
below that, on his left fore
arm, the Luftwaffe trade 
badge for military seago111g 
boat personnel. 



Right Two officers, both of 
whom wear the Qualification 
Badge for a Luftwaffe Pilot, 
celebrate the four million air 
kilometres flown in two years 
by the Reid Post Air Mail ser
VICe, 1n the course of which 
seven m1lhon kilogrammes of 
seMCe mail was delivered 
between the German home-
00<1 and the various battle 
fronts. 

Qualification Badges 

Those qualification badges that had been 
introduced before the war, with the obvious 
exception of those that had been made 
obsolete, continued to be awarded and 
worn by qualifying Luftwaffe troops. No 
new badges were introduced during the 
war other than the War Badges of the Luft
waffe, but these were not considered to be 
Qualification Badges. 

The popularity of the flying jerkin that 
was brought into use after the start of the 
war (see page 1 73) may well have been 
responsible for the increase in the wearing 
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of the cloth versions of these Luftwaffe 
qualification badges. The increasing short
age of metal was also a factor in the pletho
ra of these cloth badges. A cloth version of 
a metal badge could be purchased by an 
individual on proof of his qualification. 
Unlike the metal items, once sewn to a gar
ment a cloth badge was unlikely to become 
dislodged and lost with the resultant addi
tional expense on the part of the wearer in 
having to purchase a replacement. 

For details of the qualification badges of 
the Luftwaffe, see Volume 1933-40, pages 
159 to 163. 
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Above left An Unterfeldlwh! 
a veteran of Crete and the Eal!
ern Front, wears, amongst ot 
awards, the Luftwaffe quakfG 
tion badge for a radio ope~a
tor/air gunner. 

Left: A veteran of Narvik, a 
former paratrooper and a 
member of a dive-bomber 
squadron, wearing the luft· 
waffe qualification badge b i 
parachutist. 

Above: Captured German 
craft in an airworthy c 
were taken to RAF Duxford. 
Here they were flown by~ 
rienced RAF pilots who 
assessed the aircraft's perf11· 
mance passing on the data 
the Air Ministry. This 'Fiymg 
Circus' was commanded t1t 
Lt. Lew Lewendon, sh<l'MI 
wearing an interesting war 
time copy of the Luftwaffe 
pilot's badge. 7 March 1944 



Operational Flying Clasps: 
the January 1941 first 
series of Flying Clasps. 
252 fighter, Long-Range Day 
Rghter and Air-to-Ground 
Support Squadrons. 
253 Level-flight Bomber, Dive
Bomber, Transport and Glider 
Squadrons. 
254 Reconnaissance, Air-Sea 
Rescue and Meteorological 
Squadrons 

A. After 28 January 
1943'3 Day Fighter 
squadrons stationed 
near the Engllsh Chan
nel Coast were permit
ted to calculate the 
fo llowlng flights towards 
the award of the Day 
Fighter Operational Fly
ing Clasp: 
a) Three ship escort 
flights each with a min
imum of 30 mlnutes 
duration. 
b) Three fighter 
engagements each with 
a minimum of 30 min
utes duration and with
in a minimum distance 
of 50 krn from a friendly 
coast line. 
c) Responding to three 
general alarms (scram
ble take-offs) each with 
a minimum of 30 min
utes duration over 
water or a minimum 
distance of 50 km from 
a friendly coastline. 

Operational Flight Clasps 

By the start of 1941 the progress of the war 
in the air was such that the Luftwaffe 
authorities decided to introduce the first of 
a series of special badges both to reward 
and acknowledge the flying activities of air
crews and officials performing different 
types of air missions. 22 

Initially, each of the first three Flight 
Clasps to be introduced were awarded to 
personnel flying various types of aircraft 
fu lfilling a set number of operational 
squadron functions. 

Persons eligible for any of these three 
grades of clasps were: pilots, observers, 
bomb aimers, wireless operators, flight 
mechanics, air gunners and Luftwaffe war 
correspondents. Administration Officials of 
the Luftwaffe and members of the Luftwaffe 
Corps of Engineers and the Corps of Navi
gational Experts were also eligible. 

The number of operational flights 
required to have been flown by these per
sons in order to be eligible for any one of 
three grades of the three existing clasps 
were: 
a . 20 operational flights were rewarded 

with a bronze clasp 
b . 60 operational flights were rewarded 

with a silver clasp 
c. 110 operational flights were rewarded 

with a gold clasp. 
An operational flight was counted as one 

which penetrated to a minimum of 30km 
behind enemy lines , or one in which the 
enemy had been engaged. When over water 
the flight had to exceed 1 OOkm from the 
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nearest friendly coast. This distance was 
reduced to 30km if the flight entered the 
airspace over an island or land mass held 
by the enemy. Operational flights of more 
than four hours' duration were counted as 
double if at least half of that time was 
spent over enemy territory (an island or a 
land mass). Flights of over eight hours' 
duration were counted as triple. 

All eight awards, each in their three 
grades, were similar in overall design. They 
all had a circular wreath of laurel leaves 
with a small swastika set square at the 
base of the wreath. On either side of this 
wreath was placed a sprig of nine oak
leaves. Each clasp had a central motif set 
on the laurel wreath, which identified the 
clasp as being for a particular operational 
function. 

The Flight Clasps were also produced in 
cloth. Officers wore hand-embroidered bul
lion versions, whilst those available to be 
worn by NCOs and Men were produced in 
appropriately coloured threads. All cloth 
Flight Clasps had to be purchased by the 
individual; they were not provided by the 
Luftwaffe. 

By the summer of 1942 it was found 
necessary to expand the system by redesig
nating the existing Flight Clasps and at the 
same time introducing new ones to 
acknowledge a greater range of operational 
flying activities. The institution of all the 
following Operational Flight Clasps was 
announced in the Lujtwaffen-Verordnung
blatt on the dates shown below. The num
ber of flights needed to qualify for a bronze, 
silver or gold clasp remained the same as 
before. 

Day fighter (Tagjager) squadrons. Clasp 
instituted 30 January 1941.A Central motif 
was a winged arrow pointing upwards . 

Heavy, Medium and Dive-Bomber (Kampf
und Sturzkampfflieger) squadrons. Clasp 
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instituted 30 January 1941. Central 
motif was a winged bomb pointing down
wards . 

Reconnaissance , Air-Sea Rescue and 
Meteorologica l (Aufklarer, Seenotllieger
Verbande und Wetter-Erkundungs) squad
rons. Clasp instituted 30 January 1941. 
Central motif was an eagle's head , facing 
left. 

In 1944 personnel of Sea-Mine Locating 
units were made eligible for this clasp by 
instructions published in Lujtwaffen
Verordnungsblatt and issued on 3 1 May 
1944.24 Three sea-mine locating flights 
were classed as the equivalent of one oper
a tional flight, provided the duration of each 
flight was no less than 30 minutes. Flights 
that had been made after 1 January 1944 
were retrospectively accumulated towards 
the necessary total required. 

Transport and Glider (Transport und 
Luftlandeflieger) squadrons. Clasp institut
ed 19 November 1941. Central motif was a 
stylized version of the Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika, facing right. 

Long Range Day fighter and Air -to
Ground Support (Zersti:irer und Schlacht
flieger) squadrons. Clasp instituted 26 May 
1942. Central motif was a winged arrow 
pointing downwards. After 12 April 1944 
this clasp was only worn by personnel of 
Long Ra nge Day Fighter (Zersti:irer) 
squadrons. A new clasp was instituted for 
Air -to-Ground Support squadrons at the 
same time, see Fig. 262. 
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Short-Range Night Fighter (Nah
nachtjager) squadron s. Clasp instituted 14 
October 1942. Central motif was a winged 
arrow pointing upwards within a black lau
rel wreath . 

Long Range Night Fighter and Night 
Intruder (Fernnachtjager) squadrons. 
Clasp instituted 14 October 1942. Central 
motif was a winged arrow pointing down
wards within a black wreath. 

Air-to-Ground Support (Schlachtflieger) 
squ adrons. Clasp instituted 12 April 1944. 
Central motif was two crossed swords, hilts 
to base of wreath. 

By the summer of 1942 the accumulated 
numbers of operational flights being made 
by many aircrews began to outstrip the 
existing requirements of 110 missions for a 
person to be eligible for the award of a 
Flight Clasp in gold . To rectify this situa
tion, on 26 June 25 the Luftwaffe authorities 
introduced a small pendant device compris
ing a highly polished gold star set between 
clusters of laurel leaves, which was to be 
su spended beneath the wreath of the gold 
Flight Clasps. (Fig. 263) . The addition of a 
pendant s ignified that the following mini
mum operational missions had been flown: 
1. 500 missions by Fighter and Transport 

squadron personnel ; 
2 . 400 missions by Dive-Bomber, Long 

Range Day Fighter and Air-to-Ground 
Support squadron personnel; 

3 . 300 missions by Bomber, Air-Sea Res
cue and Meteorological squ adron per
sonnel; 

4 . 250 missions by Reconnaissance and 
Night Fighter squadron personnel. 



263 Flying Clasp with Star 
Pendant instituted in the 
summer of 1942 and here 
shown for Dive-Bomber 
Squadrons, gold Flying Clasp 
with pendant for 400 missions 
or Heavy and Medium level
flight Bomber Squadrons, gold 
F~ng Clasp with pendant for 
300 missions. Understandably, 
owing to much confusion as 
to the actual number of 
operational missions flown 
and represented by the Star 
Pendant, numbered Pendants 
were introduced in April 1944. 
264 Flying Clasp with Num
bered Pendant, here shown 
for Air-to-Ground Support 
Squadron, gold Flying Clasp 
with numbered pendant for 
200 missions. Level-flight 
bombers were mainly the 
twin-engined Heinkel He 111 
and Dornier Do 17, formed 
into Kampfgeschwader (KG) 
squadrons. The principal dive
bomber was the Junkers Ju 
87, formed into Sturzkampf
geschwader (StG) dive-bomber 
squadrons. The principal fight
er aircraft was the single
engined Messerschmitt Bf 
109, formed into Jagd
geschwader (JG) squadrons. 
The principal aircraft in 
Zerstorergeschwader (ZG) 
destroyer squadrons was the 
twin-engined Messerschmitt 
Bf 110. The principal transport 
aircraft was the three-engined 
Junkers Ju 52, formed into 
Transportgeschwader (TG) 
transport squadrons. Many 
other makes and types of air
craft existed, some allocated 
to existing squadrons whilst 
others were flown by 
squadrons formed for specific 
purposes. However, as this 
work concerns the uniforms, 
cklthing and insignia worn 
111thin the Luftwaffe, not the 
types of aircraft flown, it is left 
to the reader to search out 
references on German aircraft 
and their squadrons. 

Right: An Oberfeldwebel pilot 
from a Transport Squadron 
enJoys a bunch of black
currants. 

However, even this extension of the 
requirements was insufficient to meet the 
growing pressures of combat flying. There 
was also a certain amount of ambiguity, 
with the same star pendant being worn on 
different Flight Clasps for various totals of 
missions flow. All of this was overcome 
when, on 29 April 1944,26 it was 
announced that a new form of pendant was 
to be introduced, presumably to replace 
the former pattern, but at least to reward 
future deserving aircrew. 

The n ew pendant took the form of small 
golden tablet (bar) on which was displayed 
black numerals representing the appropri
ate minimum number of operational flights 
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made by the recipient. These ranged from 
200 (Fig. 264) to 2,000 in increments of 
100. This new pendant was suspended, in 
the same manner as before, below the 
wreath of the Flight Clasp. 

The pendant bearing the number 2,000 
was awarded only once, to Oberst Hans 
Ulrich Rudel of Stuka fame, Germany's most 
decorated soldier of the period. His was the 
unique distinction of being the sole recipient 
of the Air-to-Ground Support Operational 
Flight Clasp in platinum and gold encrusted 
with diamonds, the pendant 2,000 testifYing 
to his 2,000 aerial combat missions. Rudel 
received his award from the hands ofReichs
marschall Goring in April 1944. 
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Opposite page, top: A 
group of German fighter aces 
at the headquarters of Reichs
marschall Goring. Right to 
left: Oberstleutnant Dinert, 
Hauptmann Oesau, Ober
stleutnant Molders, Major 
Stork and an unnamed 
Oberstleutnant. Three of the 
five are wearing Operational 
Flying Clasps for time spent 
flying fighters. 

Opposite page, bottom: 
Two of Germany's most 
successful night fighter aces, 
MaJOr Streib (left) and Major 
lent (right), both holders of 
the Knight's Cross with Oak
leaves. July 1943. 

Right On 18 March 1943 
Oberfeldwebel Haupt receives 
hiS Knight's Cross from the 
hands of the Fuhrer for 
having successfully flown 350 
bombing sorties against the 
enemy. Hung below his 
bomber Operational Flying 
Clasp is the first type of pend
ant, Introduced on 26 June 
1942, indicating that he had 
flown a minimum of 300 
bombing missions. 
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Above: Hauptmann Gerlach, 
personal pilot to Generalmajor 
Kurt Student, was awarded 
the Knight's Cross of the Iron 
Cross for his part in the res
cue of Benito Mussolini. A 
pilot with a transport 
squadron, Gerlach flew the 
Fieseler Storch that carried the 
Italian Dictator from his Gran 
Sasso hotel prison on 12 Sep
tember 1943. 
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War Badges 

ln Volume 1933--40, pages 159--63 dealt 
with the subject of Qualification Badges. 
These metal badges were the Air Crew 
Badge, the Pilot Badge, the Wireless-Oper
ator I Air Gunner badge, the Combined 
Pilot-Observer Badge. the Air Gunner and 
Flight Engineer Badge, the Luftwaffe Para
troop Badge, the Glider Pilot Badge, the 
Army Paratroop Badge and the Airmen's 
Commemorative Badge. 

Although most of these had been insti
tuted before the outbreak of war, with the 
exception of the Air Crew Badge and Army 
Paratroop Badge they continued to be 
awarded throughout the war years. Cloth 
and bullion versions were available for pri
vate purchase by qualified recipients for 
wear on tunics. blouses or flight jerkins on 
occasions other than official parades. 

The custom of awarding War Badges 
stemmed from the perceived need to recog
nize and acknowledge the work of those Air 
Force personnel who were called upon to 
operate Flak batteries, fight as infantry and 
man tanks and air-sea rescue launches. In 
some respects the introduction of these 
awards can be seen as reflecting the 
demise of the Luftwaffe proper. 

As the war progressed, more and more 
anti-aircraft artillery was required to 



Right An Oberstleutnant 
from the D1v1sion 'Hermann 
Gonng' poses for his photo
graph. In addition to the 
Knight's Cross, the German 
Cross in gold and the Iron 
Cross F1rst Class, he wears a 
Wound Badge 1n s1lver, the 
Luftwaffe Pilot's and the 
FallschlrmJiiger Qualification 
badges as well as the luft
waffe Ground Combat War 
Badge. 

left Three h1gh~ decorated 
members of the same bomber 
aM, photographed in June 
1944 on the Western Front. 
Left to nght: Bomber 
Squadron Commander Ober
stleutnant Hogeback vvth his 
Air Gunner, Oberfeldwebel 
Glasner, and h1s Wireless 
Operator. Oberfeldwebel 
lehnart. All three wear the 
Bomber Operational Flying 
Clasp With the star pendant 
Ia having flown a mimmum 
of 300 sorties. Oberfeldwebel 
Glasner wears the Knm 
Cnmea) campa1gn arm shield 
oo his upper left arm, and the 
K1eta and Afnka vvth palms 
campaign cuff-t1tles on his left 
faearm. It IS interesting to 
canpare thiS photograph vvth 
that on page 9 3, as the order 
of precedence for wearing 
ti'ESe campa1gn cuff-titles dif
fers. 
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defend the increasing areas of conquest 
and occupation and, later, Germany itself. 
Entire divisions of ground combat troops 
were raised, many of the troops being 
redundant aircrews without aircraft and 
men of their supporting services and qual
ified paratroopers fighting as infantry. 
Tank crews were raised to serve in the Her
mann Goring Panzer Division and, later 
still, the Fallschirm-Panzer Korps. 

Anti-Aircraft War Badge of the Luftwaffe 
(Flak-Kampfabzeichen der Luftwaffe) 
On 1 0 January 1941 Generalfeldmarschall 
Milch, in the name of the Reichsminister 
for Air Travel and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Luftwaffe, issued an order that intro
duced the 'Flak-Kampfabzeichen der Luft
waffe'.27 

Although this pin-back badge was man
ufactured from silver- coloured base metal, 
it generally had the appearance of gun
metal grey. The design was a vertical oval of 
oakleaves bound around at its base. At the 
apex of the wreath was a Luftwaffe eagle in 
full relief, in an attitude of flight, its left 
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talon clutching a swastika. The lower point 
of the swastika touched the recoil chamber 
of an 88mm anti-aircraft gun, the central 
design of the badge. The gun barrel was 
elevated to a 45-degree angle and pointed 
towards the right of the badge as viewed 
from the front, the muzzle extending 
beyond the wreath. 

The badge was worn on the left breast 
pocket of the Tuchrock or Waffenrock or at 
a corresponding position on the Flight 
Blouse. It took precedence over any other 
military award but was positioned below 
the Iron Cross, First Class, if this decora
tion was worn. 

The award of the badge was based on a 
points system. a minimum of sixteen points 
being required. The allocation of points to 
the crews of anti-aircraft batteries was made 
in the following way: (1) Four points were 
awarded to each gun crew member of a Flak 
battery if they succeeded, unaided, in shoot
ing down an enemy aircraft. (2) Two points 
only were awarded to those members of a 
gun crew that co-operated with another bat
tery in the destruction of an enemy aircraft. 

Luftwaffe War Badges 
265 The Anti-Aircraft War 
Badge of the Luftwaffe (Fia · 
Kampfabzeichen der Luft
waffe). 
266 The Ground Combat 
Badge of the Luftwaffe (Erd
kampfabzeichen der Luft
waffe). 
267 The Ground Combat 
Badge of the Luftwaffe for 
1 00 Engagements. 
268 The Luftwaffe Tank Battle 
Badge (Panzerkampfabzeiche 
der Luftwaffe). 
269 The Luftwaffe Tank Battle 
Badge for 75 Tank Engage· 
ments. 
270 The Luftwaffe Sea Batt~ 
Badge (Seekampfabzeichen · 
der Luftwaffe). 



Above: ThiS unnamed Feld-
. was a member of a 
!twaffe Flak umt belieVed to 

be connected wrth the V-2 
a e base at Peenemunde. 

v.fa~ the Luftwaffe War 
~as an ant1-a1rcraft 

gunner, the Iron Cross 
Class and a small semi

unit badge 

(3) Sear hllght and sound-locator cr ws 
received one point for each first detection. 

The prolongation of the war and the 
lncreas In the cale of enemy bombing 
raids brought about additional criteria for 
the award. It was given followln five air 
defence action even If the e proved unsuc-
e sful; after three a Uon If an aircraft 

were shot down; and the badge could b 
awarded to an Individual for a Ingle a t of 
bravery or merit during air-defence opera
tions. Battery commander automati ally 
received the badge when at least 50 per 
cent of the troops under thetr command 
had received it. 

Luftwaffe 88mm Flak troops were fre
quently engaged in front-line combat on all 
fighting fronts as and when ctrcumstances 
dictated, and were particularly deadly In 
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the anti-tank role. They ould be awarded 
the badge for participating In three suc
c ssful engagements against land or sea 
targets. But the Institution of the Luftwaffi 
Ground Combat Badge (see below) resulted 
In the Luftwaffe Anti-Aircraft War Badg 
being awarded only for anti -aircraft 
actions. 

On 6 January 1945 an order proclaimed 
that female of the Flak-Waffen-Helferin
nen-Korps, the Flak-Helfertnnen and the 
RAD Flak-Waffen-Helferinnen erving with 
Luftwaffe anti-aircraft batteries and search
light units were eligible to receive the War 
Badge. 

The Ground Combat Badge of the Luft
waffe (Erdkampfabzeichen der Luftwaffe) 
This badge was designed by Professor von 
W ch of Berlin and In tituted on the order 
of Relchsmar hall Goring on 31 March 
1942. It was introduced to r ward tho e 
men of the Luftwaffe Field Divisions, 
including the Division 'Hermann Gorin '. 
who had distingul hed them elves in 
ground combat (see page 222 for further 
detail on the e division ). 

The metal badge took the form of a matt
silver oval wreath of oakleaves with pol
Ished highlights. bound around at Its base 
with a ribbon and surmounted by a silver
grey Luftwaffe eagle and swastika. On the 
more commonplace badges this eagle was 
frequently an additional casting riveted 
Into place. 

The central design consisted of a dark 
grey thundercloud from which was Issuing 
a Ingle bolt of lightning (repre en ted by a 
black-painted, arrow-tipped zig-zagl strik
Ing earthwards. the ground repr ented by 
a range of pointed gr y mounds dtre tly 
behind the arrow Up. The badge wa worn 
on the lower left brea t of the tun! or 
blouse. below the Iron Cross. Fir t Clas . If 
this was worn. 

The requirements stipulated that this 
badge would be awarded to:2 (1) A sol
dier who had taken part In three eparat 
military actions during front-line duty 
operating either Infantry or artillery 
weapons. and thi could include hand
to-hand combat. Medical personnel 
accompanying these combat units were 
al o eligible. (2) Members of self-pro
p lied artillery (Sturmgeschi.itze) units 
and parachutists who were engaged in 
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three separate actions on three separate 
days. 

The badge was automatically awarded to 
any person who also received a decoration 
in any of these actions, and it was awarded 
to the next-of-kin of any individual killed 
during the third of his combat actions. Any 
member of the Luftwaffe who had previ
ously been awarded either the German 
Army's Infantry Assault Badge (Infanterie 
Sturmabzeichen). the General Assault 
Badge (Allgemeines Sturmabzeichen) or the 
Tank Battle Badge (Panzerkampfabzeichen) 
was required to surrender these in 
exchange for the Luftwaffe Ground Combat 
Badge. 

The Luftwaffe Ground Combat Badge for 
Numbered Engagements 
It rapidly became evident to the Luftwaffe 
authorities that the troops of the Luft
waffe Field Divisions were engaging in 
combat actions far in excess of the max
Imum number required for the award of 
the Ground Combat Badge. On 10 
November 1944 Instructions were issued 
Introducing a series of four upgraded 
Ground Combat Badges, each badge of a 
higher grade than the last. In effect, this 
meant that there was a series of five 
badges, the original Ground Combat 
Badge being the Class 1 badge. All four of 
these new badges were similar in design 
and colouring to the basic class badge, 
although they were slightly larger, having 
a double wreath of oakleaves. and each of 
the new badges had a small black. 
framed tablet at the base of the wreath 
displaying the numbers 25, 50, 75 or 
100. The 25-numbered badge was the 
2nd Class, awarded for 25 combat 
engagements. The 50 badge (III Klasse) 
was for 50 engagements, the 75 badge (IV 
Klasse) was for 75 engagements and the 
5th Class badge. displaying the number 
100. was awarded for 100 or more 
engagements. 

Although it is believed that these new 
badges were actually produced, it is just 
possible. owing to the late introduction of 
these awards, that these numbered, high
er-grade Luftwaffe Ground Combat Badges 
were not actually awarded before the end of 
the war. So far, published documentation 
or contemporary photographic evidence 
has not been forthcoming. 

82 

Tank Battle Badge of the Air Force 
(Panzerkampfabzeichen der Luftwaffe) 
The same order that announced the intro
duction of the higher grades of the Luft
waffe Ground Combat War Badge also 
introduced the special Tank Battle Badge 
for the Luftwaffe. The two versions of this 
badge, in black and in silver, both institut
ed on 3 November 1944, were not general
ly dissimilar to the silver and bronze Tank 
Battle Badges of the German Army. 

1. The silver badge had a silver oakleaf 
wreath surmounted by a matt-silver Luft
waffe eagle and swastika. The central motif 
in black consisted of a Tiger tank emerging 
from the wreath. It was awarded to: 
(a)Tank commanders, gunners, radio-

operators and drivers for participation 
in three combat engagements on three 
separate days. 

(b)Tank recovery and repair crews provid
ed they were in the front-line and had 
been engaged by the enemy o three 
occasions on three separate days. 

(c) Medical personnel attached to Luftwaffe 
armoured units which had been 
engaged on three occasions on three 
separate days . 

2. The black badge which had a black 
wreath, matt-silver eagle and swastika and 
black Tiger tank. This was awarded to: 

left: An unusual cloth badge, 
thought to have been worn 
by Flak crews e1ther ong1n· 
a!lng from Danz1g or actual~ 
serving in the former Free 
State. Th1s badge was almost 
certa1nly not an off1ciai1Ssue 



(a) Members of Luftwaffe Panzergrenadier 
formations who manned front-line posi
tions and had been engaged in three 
actions on three separate days. 

[b) Medical personnel attached to Luftwaffe 
Panzergrenadier units which were 
engaged in at least three actions on 
three separate days. 

(c) Personnel of Luftwaffe Armoured 
Reconnaissance units if engaged in at 
least three combat actions on three 
separate days . 

Tank Battle Badge of the Air Force for 
Numbered Tank Actions 
On lO November 1944. only a week after 
the institution of the Tank Battle Badge, a 
series of four, numbered Tank Battle 
Badges was brought into use. Similar in 
principle to the numbered Luftwaffe 
Ground Combat Badges. they were award
ed for 25 engagements (II Klasse), 50, 75 
and 100 or more engagements (V Klasse). 

The design of these higher -grade badges 
was similar to the 1st Class Tank Battle 
Badge, but the wreath of oakleaves was 
more substantial , the Tiger tank slightly 
more prominent and each badge had a 
small black tablet at the base displaying 
the numerals 25, 50, 75 or 100 in gold . 

Sea Battle Badge of the Air Force 
(Seekampfsabzeichen der Luftwaffe) 
The German Navy had no functional air
craft carrier. and those spotter aircraft cat
apulted from major surface ships were 
crewed by Luftwaffe personnel, so the Luft
waffe had total control of all aircraft and 
personnel engaged in coastal and maritime 
operations. 

On 27 November 194429 Goring institut
ed the Sea Battle Badge to recognize and 
reward the efforts of Luftwaffe personnel , 
officials and civilian s pecialists who 
manned the air-sea rescue launches, sup
ply vessels and other surface craft. This 
proved to be the last of the war badges to 
be introduced before the end of the war. 

The badge consisted of an oval-shaped 
wreath of gold-coloured oakleaves sur
mounted by an antique-silver Luftwaffe 
eagle and swastika. The central motif, in 
dark grey metal, featured the forward sec
tion of a steamship complete with main
mast and shrouds, heeling to port with 
smoke billowing from the funnel and waves 
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breaking from the bows. The badge was 
intended to be worn on the lower left breast. 
Given its late introduction, however, it is 
doubtful if it was actually awarded. 

It was to have been awarded to the fol 
lowing persons for specific periods of 
seagoing duty: 
1. Masters and crews of supply and other 
surface craft for: 
(a) Sixty days at sea in the North or East 

Seas, between 5 and 20 degrees longi
tude and south of the 60th degree of 
latitude, or 

(b)Twenty days at sea in the Mediter-
ranean , Aegean or Black Sea. 

2. Masters and crews of air-sea rescue 
launches for: 
(a) Twenty seagoing days with a minimum 

of one sea rescue attempt or a daily 
seagoing mission for the twenty days 
each of a duration of three or more 
hours. 

(b)Ten seagoing days with a successful 
air-sea rescue, but a successful air -sea 
rescue mission counted as two seagoing 
days. 
A day at sea was calculated as being of 

ten hours' minimum duration. Days with 
less than ten hours spent at sea were accu
mulated on an hourly basis, an example 
being 14 accumulated hours, constituting 
one sea day. 

The Luftwaffe Sea Battle Badge could 
not be awarded for an action that entitled 
the participant to any one of the Kriegsma
rine war badges. 

The Luftwaffe Close Combat Clasp 
(Nahkampfspange der Luftwaffe) 

On 3 November 1944 Goring instituted the 
Luftwaffe Close Combat Clasp for 'coura
geous participation in hand-to-hand fight
ing on the part of Air Force ground 
personnel'. The introduction of this Luft
waffe decoration3o was undoubtedly influ
enced by the Army hand-to-hand combat 
clasp instituted two years earlier. The Luft
waffe set very similar criteria for the award 
of each their three grades. The design con
sisted of two clusters of oakleaves, one 
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each side of a narrow circular wreath of 
laurel leaves, identical with the design of 
the Operational Flying Clasp, except that 
there was no swastika at the base. The 
metal used for these oakleaves and wreath 
was bronze, s ilver or gold-coloured depend
ing on the grade of the clasp. The central 
motif was a small silver Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika set directly above a stick grenade 
crossed with a bayonet, both in silvered 
metal. The colour of the central motif was 
the same for all three grades. On the Ser
vice Tunic it was worn directly above the 
upper edge of the left breast pocket, and in 
a corresponding position on the Flying 
Blouse. If the recipient was wearing medal 
ribbons mounted on a ribbon bar or full 
medals the Clasp was worn 1cm directly 
above the ribbons. 

The three grades were: 
(a) Class I, bronze, 15 days' of close com

bat, reduced to 10 days if the receipient 
had been wounded during that time. 

(b) Class II, silver, at least 30 days' of close 
combat, reduced to 20 days for wounds 
sustained during that period. 

(c) Class III , gold, 50 days or more of close 
combat. reduced to 40 days for wounds 
received 
Because the Luftwaffe Close Combat 

Clasp was instituted so late in the war it 
was decided to make its eligibility retro
spective, as was already the case with the 
Army Clasp. Military service in Russia prior 
to November 1944 counted towards the 
award, eight months' service counting as 5 
combat days , twelve months' as 10 combat 
days and fifteen months' as 15 combat 
days. 

Those individuals who were awarded the 
gold Class III Clasp also received the addi
tional privilege of 21 days' leave.31 

The Roll of Honour Clasp of the Luftwaffe 
(Ehrenblatt Spange der Luftwaffe) 

272 

In July 1941 a special 'Roll of Honour' was 
created for the German Army (Ehrenblatt 
des deutschen Heeres). on which were 
recorded the names and heroic deeds of Ger-
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man soldiers. The German Navy instituted a 
similar record in February 1943 when they 
created their own 'Honour Table' (Ehrentafel 
der deutschen Kriegsmarine) and German 
Air Force personnel who were deserving of 
the honour had their names recorded on an 
'Honour List' kept by the Luftwaffe (Ehren
lists der deutschen Luftwaffe). 

In 1943 the Oberkommand derWehrma
cht decided to award those armed forces 
members whose names had been recorded 
with a visible recognition of their deeds. On 
30 January 1944 the Roll of Honour Clasp 
of the Army (Ehrenblatt Spange des 
Heeres) was instituted. The Navy followed 
on 13 May with their Honour Clasp 
(Ehrentafel Spange der Kriegsmarine) and 
the Honour Clasp for the Air Force (Ehren
blatt Spange der Luftwaffe) was instituted 
on 5 July 1944. 

The Luftwaffe version consisted of a 
small, gilt-metal wreath of oakleaves con
taining a Luftwaffe eagle and swastika. The 
Clasp was worn on the ribbon of the Iron 
Cross 2nd Class when the ribbon was worn 
in the buttonhole on the front of the tunic. 
It was not worn on the ribbon of the Cross 
if the medal itself was worn. To be eligible 
for award of the Clasp, the recipient had to 
have been in possession of the 1st Class 
and 2nd Class Iron Cross. If the person 
had been awarded the 1939 Bar to his 
1914 Imperial Iron Cross 2nd Class, he 
only wore the Roll of Honour Clasp on his 
medal ribbon, and not both insignia. 

Members of the German Air Force who 
had been presented with either the Luft
waffe Goblet of Honour or the Luftwaffe 
Salver of Honour automatically received 
the Luftwaffe Roll of Honour Clasp. 

Marksmanship Lanyards, 1936-45 

The system of shoulder lanyards, intro
duced in the autumn of 1936, and award
ed to personnel below officer status who 
were proficient in shooting, is explained 
fully in Volume 1933-40, pp.l66-l70. 

The awarding of these marksmanship 
lanyards continued throughout the war 
years, but the practice may have declined 
out of necessity during the final months . 
Those persons who had been awarded lan
yards continued to wear them on the 
appropriate items of dress as and when 
required to do so by regulations . 

Right: Berlin in 1941. On a 
bright October day, on the 
corner of the Kurfursten· 
damm and the Joachim· 
sthalerstrasse, two German 
airmen ask directions from a 
traff ic policeman on point 
duty. The nearest airman 1s 
wearing a marksmanship 
lanyard second grade. 





BADGES AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

Marksmanship Lanyards 
Introduced in 1936 to replace 
the earlier system of cuff 
stripes (see Volume 1933-40, 
pages 162 and 164-167), 
these lanyards came in twelve 
grades divided between three 
levels of achievement. Three 
of these grades are illustrated 
here. 
273 Grade 4, the highest 
grade in the first level of 
achievement. A lanyard made 
from blue-grey silk cords inter
woven with a latticework of 

86 

bright silver-aluminium threads 
forming a pattern of small 
chevrons. The loops at each 
end of the lanyard and the 
plaited base to the dull silver 
metal plaque were of blue
grey silk flecked with bright 
silver-aluminium. The three 
ball-shaped sliders were 
formed of silver threads. The 
three acorns constructed from 
silver-aluminium metallic 
threads, when worn on a fi rst
level-of-achievement lanyard, 
indicated that the wearer had 
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reached the fourth grade in 
marksmanship from a unit 
other than an anti-aircraft unit. 

Acorns manufactured form 
silver-aluminium or gold metal
lic threads were frequently 
used on marksmanship lan
yards instead of the gilt or 
white-metal acorns as illustrat
ed in Volume 1933-40, page 
169. This was purely a manu
facturer's choice. 
274 Grade 5. A lanyard made 
from silver-aluminium cords 
interwoven with small 

chevrons of dark blue-grey si lk 
threads forming patterns of 
zigzags. The loops and the 
plaited base to the bright 
silver metal plaque were of 
silver-aluminium and blue-grey 
threads interwoven in approxi
mately equal amounts. The 
three sliders were formed of 
silver threads. 
275 Grade 1 0. A lanyard 
made from blue-grey silk cords 
interwoven with a latticework 
of gold threads forming a pat
tern of small chevrons. The 

loops at each end of the Iiiii 
yard and the plaited base 
the gold-coloured metal 
plaque were of blue-greys< 
flecked with gold threads. Jt; 
three ball-shaped sliders VIC: 

formed of gold-coloured 
threads. The gilt-coloured 
metal artillery shell distin
guished this achievemenl l1o: 
of lanyard as being for the 
1Oth grade of marksman~~!; 
skill for a member of the luf' 
waffe anti-aircraft artillery. 



Officers' Dress Aiguillettes, 
Adjutants' Aiguillettes and 
Service Badge Cords. 
176 The all-gold Dress Aiguil
lettes as worn by Luftwaffe 
offKers, officials, etc., from 
e rank of Generalmajor 

upwards. 
177 The matt-silver aluminium 
Dress Aiguillettes as worn by 
al grades of Luftwaffe offi
cers, administration officials, 

officers of the Engineer Corps, 
and the Corps of Navigational 
Experts, plus lnspedors of 
Music and Bandmasters of all 
grades below the rank of 
General major. 
278 The all silver-aluminium 
Duty Aiguillettes for wear by 
Luftwaffe officers appointed 
as adjutants. On those occa
sions when an adjutant was 
required to parade with the 

officers and men of his unit 
formed up for a fu ll-dress 
parade, the adjutant wore 
Duty Aiguillettes, not Dress 
Aiguillettes. and most defi
nitely not two patterns of 
aiguillettes worn together. It 
should be noted that the 
design shown here is the cor
red pattern for the Duty 
Aiguillette as worn by a Luft
waffe adjutant. The pattern 

Aiguillettes and Service Badge Cords 

The three patterns of officers' Aiguillettes 
and the Service Badge Cords have been 
illustrated and written about in detail in 

featured as illustration 492 on 
page 170 in Volume 1933-40 
was shown in error. That 
drawing actually showed the 
pattern of Duty Aiguillette as 
worn by an adjutant in the 
State Police Regiment 'Gener
al Goring' (see Fig. 73, page 
40 of Volume 1933-40) and 
an adjutant in the Deutscher 
Luftsport-Verband (see Fig.15, 
page 15 of Volume 1933-40) 
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279 The all-yellow service 
badge cords (Dienstabze
ichen) worn by Luftwaffe offi
cers and NC Os, both male 
and female (see also page 
243), when on duty and 
engaged in specific tasks, 
among which were Duty Offi
cer (Offizier von Dienst) and 
Duty NC 0 for the Day 
(Unteroffizier von Tagesdi
enst). 

Volume 1933-40, pp. l70-2. All of these 
items continued to be worn on appropria te 
occasions throughout the war years . Illus
trations of these accoutrements are shown 
again here. 
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Above: A presentation cere
mony for the award of the 
Iron Cross, 2nd Class. The 
inspecting officer talking to 
the men he has just decorat~ 
is accompanied by hiS Adju
tant who is distinguished 1rt 
the duty cords worn on hil 
nght shoulder. 

left: Men of the Luftwaffe 
operate an unidentified pi('(! 

of apparatus believed to be 
associated with a Flak batt!!\ 
The Unteroffizier on the far 
left, as Duty NCO for the DOJ 

wears the all-yellow SeMCe 
Badge cord. 



Right The Luftwaffe stan
dard-bearer's gorget. lnterest-
1119~. both of the NC 0 
beare~S are wearing their 
OO)'Ing sash inside its foul
weather protective cover. 

Gorgets (Ringkragen) 

The two patterns of Standard-Bearers' gor
gets. the Luftwaffe gorget and the gorget for 
the Regiment 'General Goring', described in 
some detail In Volume 1933-40. 
pp. 173-176, continued to be worn on those 
ceremonial occasions when they were 
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obligatory, even during the last months of 
the war. 

The gorget for the Flag- and Standard
Bearers of the NSFK is described on page 
17 of this book. 

Other gorgets existed for units of the 
Luftwaffe or units associated with the Luft
waffe. These were: 
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1. The duty gorget of Army pattern worn 
by members of Luftwaffe and Paratroop 
Field Police Units; 

2. The duty gorget of Luftwaffe pattern 
worn by members of Luftwaffe and 
Paratroop Field Police Units; 

3 . The duty gorget worn by members. 
including Luftwaffe personnel , of Feld
jagerkorps units. 
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All three gorgets were of the same 
dimensions, of similar appearance, and 
made from the same quality metal. The 
half-moon plates and the chain links had a 
matt-silvered fmish, and the raised metal 
scrolls were painted a darkish field-grey. 
The lettering on these scrolls, the eagle and 
swastika emblems and the pebble-surfaced 
bosses all had a luminous paint fmish. 
Other features of these gorgets and the 
method of wearing them were very similar 
to the gorgets described in Volume 
1933-40. 

There is ample contemporary photo
graphic evidence showing the Army Feld
gendarmerie gorget being worn by Field 
Police units of the Luftwaffe Field Divi
sions, the Fallschirmjager units and the 
Field Police of the Hermarm Goring Divi
sion. The use of the duly gorget displaying 

Far left: Luftwaffe 
Feldgendarmerie and Feld· 
jagerkorps Duty Gorgets. 
280 Army-pattern Field Police 
gorget. 
281 luftwaffe-pattern Field 
Police gorget. 
282 Gorget for personnel of 
Feldjagerkorps units, including 
Luftwaffe troops. 



Right The Luftwaffe-pattern 
Feldgendarmerie duty gorget, 
1\Un by mounted members 
of a Luftwaffe Field Police unit 
SOOJeWhere in southern 
llra1ne. 

l.!ft The Army-pattern Feld
~rmerie duty gorget, 
~~Un by a Fallschi~ager 
member of the Luftwaffe Field 
?dice on traffic duty some-
11liere on the Russian Front. 

Right Musicians from Regi
fflll 'General Goring' parade 
~.rough a deserted street of 
111\at ~ believed to be a 
~eoch town. They all wear 
t'le distinctive silver braiding 
M I'Alrte cloth 'Swallows' 
'iestl' pecul1ar to this 
1191ment. 

the Luftwaffe-style eagle and swastika 
emblem in place of the Army-pattern eagle 
was undoubtedly introduced at a much 
later date, and photographs do exist of it 
being worn by Luftwaffe Field Police. The 
Feldjagerkorps gorget was not a Luftwaffe 
item, but Luftwaffe personnel assigned to 
these units would have worn it when on 
official du ty. 

A description of the purpose of the Feld
jagerkorps units can be found on page 66 
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in the author's book German Army Uni
forms and Insignia. 1933- 1945. 

Musicians' 'Wings' (Swallows' Nests) 

As far as I am aware. there was no wartime 
development beyond that established pre
war in the use of 'Swallows' Nests' (Schwal
bennester). the colloquial name given to the 
decorative Items worn by musicians. 
bandsmen and drummers and flfers on 

91 



BADGES AND ACCOUTREMENTS 

both shoulders of the Luftwaffe Service and 
Uniform tunics. It may have been pos ible 
that, depending on circumstances, the e 
Mu icians' Wings were used less frequent
ly during the war years than had been the 
case in peacetime. The subject of these 
Swallows' Nests is fully dealt with in Vol
ume 1933-40, on pages 140 to 145. 

Bayonet Knots, Sword Knots and 
Dagger Knots 

Uttle, if any, development of the systems 
employed for the wearing of these items 
took place during the war. As with other 
Items of decoration. It is quite evident that 
the u e of the e knots declined the clo er 
Germany came to defeat. 

P r onnel who wore sidearms and their 
appropriate knots when war was declared 
continued to do so on those occasions 
when they were required to be worn. But 
wartime recruits, particularly towards the 
end. may not have been issued with the 
coloured Faustriemen for wear on their 
bayonets. Lo ses of these decorative items 
due to enemy bombing no doubt added to 
shortages of these knots (as well as many 
other non-e ential items for that matter}. 

Bayonets continued to be issued to 
troops right up to 1945. Generals. officers 
and NCO required to wear swords or dag
ger were stlll able to purchase them even 
during the later stages of the war. 

The ubject of Personal Side-Arms and 
their Ac outrements has been covered in 
Volume 1933-40, pp.176-185. 

Cuff-Titles 

These can be divided into four distinct 
groups: 
1. Commemorative Honour cuff-titles were 

worn by personnel of units carrying th 
name of a famous personality or loca
tion . These were known as 
'Errinerungsband'. 

2. Great War Honour Titles refered to as 
'Krieg erinnerungsband' were those 
items specially introduced to commem
orate former Air Arm service during the 
Great War. Named after squadron com
manders. they were among the first to 
be introduced into the new Luftwaffe. 

3. Formation Titles, worn by personnel of 
certain elite or specialist formations, 
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displayed the name of the unit or for
mation. 

4 . Campaign Titles, indicating a specific 
period of active ervi e in a theatre of 
war. 
All the Commemorative Honour cuff 

titles, the Great War Honour title and most 
of the Formation titles were introduced 
before September 1939. These have been 
dealt with in Volume 1933-40, pp.185-195. 
The first of the Campaign titles for wear by 
Luftwaffe personn 1, the 'Kreta' title, was 
introduced in October 1942. 

It was not unusual for a member of the 
armed forces to have been awarded more 
than one campaign cuff-title , which in the 
case of the Luftwaffe tended to be the 
'Kreta' and 'Afrika' titles . When this 
occurred, and as both titles were worn on 
the left forearm. the earlier award took 
precedence and was worn above the 
other. 

Below: The Luftwaffe 'Afnka' 
campaign cuff-t1tle, worn by 
an umdentified Hauptmann, a 
member of a f1ghter squadroo 
serv~ng 1n North Afnca. 



Below: Feldmarschall Erw1n 
Rommel accompamed by 
MrfrJ, a1r f()(ce and parachute 
offiC~ dunng what IS 

lhought to be a tour of 
l'6peCtion of German defen
we measures along the 
AtlaniK Wall. The Luftwaffe/ 
Falschlrm]aQer officers are 
v.tanng both the 'Afrika' With 
palms and 'Kreta' campa1gn 
ruff-biles. When th1s photo
!1ap01S compared With that 
~page 79, 1t will be seen 
tha there was a mlsunder
standlllQ regard1ng the C()(rect 
11der 1n wh1ch these two titles 
were to be worn 

Right The campaign cuff-title 
l!lalded to those personnel, 
l1dudang Luftwaffe and 
fall5dllrmJager troops, who 
had taken part 1n the f~ght1ng 
f11 the ISland of Crete. 

Campaign Cuff-Title 'Kreta'. 
Instituted on 29 September 1942. on llie 
orders of llie FUhrer32 to reward those per
sonnel of the three armed forces who had 
participated in the battle for the British
held Mediterranean island of Crete. It was 
officially described as a 'white cuff band 
(Armelband) with gold-yellow edging and 
lettering 'Kr ta' with two palms'. In fact, 
although the cuff-title wa of off-white 
cloth, 3.3cm-wide, the 0 .3 m-wide border 
on both the upper and lower edging was in 
gold-coloured Russia braid, and the gold
yellow Roman lettering 'KRETA' was 
flanked on each side by acanthu leave . 

The title wa worn on the left forearm. 
1cm above the turn back cuff of the Uniform 
Tunic. the Service Tunic and the Greatcoat, 
and at a corre ponding po ition on the left 
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forearm of the Flight Blouse. No distinction 
was made between the title worn by offi ers 
and that worn by the rank and file. 

The requtrements for the award of th 
'Kreta' cuff-title were: 
(a) For troops (including glider crews) to 

have made a parachute descent or a 
glider-borne landing on Crete between 
20 and 27 May 194133. 

(b) For crew of reconnaissance atrcraft, 
fighters. heavy bombers, dive-bombers 
and long-range day fighters who mu t 
have taken part in operations over Crete 
or Cretan waters before 27 May 1941. 

(c) For Naval personnel who had been on 
active service off Crete on 19 May 1941. 
The final date on which the 'Kreta' cuff

title could be awarded was set at 31 Octo
ber 1944.34 
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Formation Cuff-Title 'Afrika'. 
On 25 February 1942 Reichsmarschall 
Goring, in his capacity as Commander-in
Chief of the Luftwaffe, ordered all Air Force 
personnel stationed in Africa to wear a 
dark blue cuff-title bearing the name 
'AFRIKA'.35 

The title was described as a 3.3cm-wide, 
dark blue, plain material band without 
edging and with the word 'AFRIKA' in block 
capital letters. This was embroidered in sil
ver-aluminium for officers and officials of 
equivalent officer rank and in matt-grey 
cotton for NCOs, administrative officials of 
NCO rank and other ranks. The title was 
worn on the right forearm approximately 
16cm from the lower edge of the tropical 
uniform sleeve and at the equivalent height 
on the blue-grey Service Tunic, which was 
in effect lcm above the turn-back cuff. The 
regulations governing the right to wear this 
title were extended to embrace: 
(a) All members of Luftwaffe units and for

mations stationed in North Afiica. 
Those personnel who were required to 
fly on missions to or over Africa were 
not classed as being ·stationed in 
Afiica' and were not eligible to wear the 
cuff-title. 

(b) Personnel who had been wounded in 
Africa and transferred to military hospi
tals in Europe. 

(c) Troops in Europe on leave from Africa: 
these were permitted to wear the cuff
title on their blue-grey uniform. 
The dark-blue 'Afrika' cuff-title was 

required to be removed when Luftwaffe 
units were transferred out of the African 
theatre or when individuals were trans
ferred to other units not stationed in Afiica. 

Campaign Cuff-Title 'Afrika' with Palms. 
On 15 January 1943, Generaloberst von 
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Brauchitsch. Chief of the Army General 
Staff, ordered that the Army unit cuff-title 
'Afiikakorps' and the Luftwaffe 'Afrika' title 
were to be replaced by a new title displaying 
the single word 'AFRIKA' flanked on each 
side by a representation of a palm tree. 

The new 3.3cm-wide title was made 
of soft camelhair material, light khaki
brown in colour with 0 .3cm-wide silver
grey cotton Russia braiding along the 
upper and lower edging. The silver-grey 
Roman lettering 'AFRIKA' was flanked on 
each side by a stylized five-frond palm tree 
in silver-grey. 

This title was considered the equivalent 
of a campaign award and could be worn by 
eligible personnel from all three services, 
the SS and the NSDAP36. It was worn on 
the left forearm, 1cm above the turn-back 
cuff of the Service Tunic and Greatcoat and 
in a corresponding position on garments 
without cuffs. 

Eligibility to wear the cuff-title required: 
(a) A minimum of six months' service in 

North Africa, waived if the individual 
had been wounded within that theatre 
on land or in the air during that time. 

(b) Being invalided out of the theatre as 
the result of contracting an illness after 
having served a minimum of three 
months. 

Personnel flying missions to or over Africa 
were not classed as being stationed in 
Africa and were not eligible to wear the 
cuff-title. 

Units or individuals transferred out of 
the African theatre were required to remove 
the cuff-title. 

In January 1944 it was announced37 
that anyone who had been awarded a dec
oration in the North African theatre. 
regardless of length of service, was auto
matically eligible to wear the 'Afrika' with 

Right: The 'Kurland' 
campaign cuff-title, worn by 
an unnamed Luftwaffe 
Hauptmann, who, on heanng 
that Germany had capitulat
ed, flew his aircraft to 
Copenhagen Airport on 10 
May 1945 and surrendered to 
the British. This comparatiVEly 
rare campaign cuff-title was 
instituted on 12 March 1945 
and awarded to all German 
personnel who had served 
with Army Group Courland, 
encircled in the Latv1an pocket 
in October 1944 and cut off 
from the rest of the German 
forces until the final 
capitulation. It proved to be 
the last award introduced fa 
German forces in the Secord 
World War. 

Upper left: The formation 
cuff-title for those Luftwa e 
troops serving in the North 
African theatre of operatm 
The version shown here w. 
for men and NCOs. 
Lower left: The campa1gn 
cuff-title awarded to GenM 
forces serving in North Afra 

In 
D. 
jol 
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Below right The Campaign 
~-btle awarded to German 
-~forces personnel, 

.Dog the Luftwaffe, who 
the Almy Group 

::.AJld. Th1s item, former~ 
:E collection of the late 

::mel Clifford M. Dodkins, 
~ to be an original 

~ Orders, Decorations, 
edals and Badges of 

Th:rd Reich (lnclud 
~lhe f'ree City of 
!Wig} by David Uttle-
lll and Colonel C.M. 
~kin . Page 136. (See 

BibUography). 

Palms cuff-title. These decorations were 
specifically noted to include the Iron Cross, 
the German Cross in Gold, the Luftwaffe 
Honour Goblet and the Luftwaffe Salver of 
Honour. 

On 6 May 1943 Hitler decreed that the 
service time requirement be reduced from 
six to four months for personnel who had 
fought in the final phase of the Afrtca cam
paign.38 

The cuff-title ceased to be awarded to 
members of the Luftwaffe after 28 August 
1944, unless the recipient had been a pris
oner of war, had been missing in action or 
a person temporarily confined to hospitaJ39 
having contracted an infectious disease 
and was likely to return to his unit 
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Campaign Cuff-Title 'Kurland'. 
October 1944 found German troops in 
Latvia separated from the rest of the Ger
man Army, apart from air transport, and 
encircled in a defensive pocket around 
Courland, attempting to resist the advance 
of superior Soviet forces. Army Group 
Courland remained cut off from the main 
body of the Wehrmacht until the final 
capitulation of all German troops at the 
beginning of May 1945. 

At the suggestion of Generalfeld
marschall Ferdinand Schomer, Comman
der-in-Chief of the Army Group Courland, 
a campaign cuff-title based on a design 
submitted to the FUhrer's Headquarters 
was approved on 12 March 1945. Owing to 
the desperate situation both in Germany 
and in Latvia, supplies of this award could 
not be flown into the Courland Pocket. 
Instead. the cuff-titles were produced local
ly from suitable materials. A weaving mill 
at Kuld1ga (Goldingen) was selected for the 
production of these titles. and initially only 
hand looms were available. Later the cuff
titles were produced on a mechanically 
operated weaving machine. Local house
wives who possessed sewing machines 
were engaged as out-workers to perform 
the tln1sh1ng-off work. Distribution of the 
many thousands of these awards is 
thought to have started at the end of April 
1945 and continued right up to May 1945. 

No precise details of the qualifications 
required for a person to be eligible for this 
award have so far come to light. In their 
classic work,A Littlejohn and Dodklns list 
the following conditions for a person to 
have been a recipient of this cuff-title: 
(a) To have participated in three engage-

ments in the Courland pocket as a 
combatant (one being sufficient if the 
recipient was wounded) , or 

(b) To have served a minimum of three 
months, calculated from 1 September 
1944. as a non-combatant with Army 
Group Courland. 

KURLAND 
95 
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However, as the photograph on page 95 
shows, the wearing of this cuff-title was 
also extended to Luftwaffe personnel. There 
must have been certain requirements gov
erning the award of this title to Air Force 
troops. probably similar to those that 
applied to the Luftwaffe Afrika cuff-title. 

Original Kurland titles that have sur
vived the war are normally 4cm high. They 
are made from material that is variously 
described as being off-white, silver-grey 
and silver-grey-white in colour. The origi
nal intention was to have had these titles 
woven from silver-aluminium threads with 
black cotton detailing, but shortages of 
suitable materials meant that this was not 
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possible. The block lettering 'KURLAND' 
was in black cotton, as was the unusual 
design of the top and bottom edging. On 
the left of the lettering was a small shield 
bearing the emblem of the Grand Master of 
the Order of Teutonic Knights, and the 
small shield on the right of the lettering 
displayed an elk's head in profile, the arms 
of the town of Mltau. the principle town in 
Courland. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Fiihrerhauptquartier', 
1st and 2nd patterns. 
This formation cuff-title was worn as a dis
tinction by military personnel entrusted 
with the personal safety of the Fuhrer and 

283 First-pattern yellow on 
black 'FOhrerhauptqua~ 
cuff title. 
284 Second-pattern silver on 
black ' FOhrerhauptqua~ 
cuff title. 

Left: The 'Hermann GCimg 
formation cuff-t1tle for NCO! 
and Men. Here it is worn '1 
the right cuff of a member 
the Division 'Hermann GOO<': 
killed in a night attempt to 
infiltrate Allied outposts 
around the Anzio beachhea: 
Italy. 



Below: The 'Herman Goring' 
formation cuff-title for 
offKers. Here 1t is worn by a 
)00119 Leutnant captured in 
Italy and photographed on his 
w~ to a prisoner-of-war 
camp 1n England. 

the security of all personnel at the FUhrer's 
Headquarters. So, although not a Luftwaffe 
cuff-title. It was worn by Luftwaffe person
nel assigned to guard duty at the Head
quarters. a task they shared with troops 
from the Army's 'Grossdeutschland' Regi
ment, and the manning of Flak cars on 
special trains. 

In September 1939 the 7th Light Anti
Aircraft Battery from Regiment 'General 
Goring' was detached from the Regiment to 
serve as escort to the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Luftwaffe, Hermann Goring, and For
eign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop and 
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provide air defence for the FUhrer's Head
quarters. 

In mid-1942 the Battery was expanded 
to Battalion strength and entitled 
IV.Filllrer-Flak-Abt./Flak-Regiment 'Her
mann Goring'. Men from this unit manned 
the Flak wagons protecting the private 
trains used by Hitler, Ribbentrop and 
Goring. 

The first pattern Fuhrerhauptquartier 
cuff-title was a machine-woven item with 
yellow edging and Gothic lettering, all on a 
black band. A specimen I examined was 
identical in manufacture, size, quality and 
colouring with the 'Reichsbahndirektion' 
cuff-titles worn by certain railway person
nel. The lettering of the 'FHQ' title was 
without a hyphen. 

The second pattern. introduced on 15 
January 194140 was a black cloth band 
with silver Russia braiding stitched along 
both edges and having hand-embroidered 
lettering iii Sutterlin script in silver-alu
minium thread. 

Both patterns of this cuff-title were worn 
on the left forearm and the quality of man
ufacture was the same for officers and rank 
and ftle. 

Other variations have been recorded,41 
all of which differ to varying degrees from 
those described above, most noticeably in 
the use of a hyphen between the words 
'FUhrer' and 'Hauptquartier'. 

Formation Cuff-Title 'Hermann Goring' 
The early summer of 1942 saw the expan
sion of Regiment 'General Goring' to that of 
Brigade strength. Personnel of this new 
Brigade continued to wear the 'General 
Goring' cuff-title as described and illustrat
ed in Volume 1933-40, pp.189-90. On 15 
July the formation was redesignated 
Brigade 'Hermann GOring' and its person
nel were issued with a new cuff-title bear
ing the title 'Hermann Goring'. On 22 May 
1942 an order had been promulgated42 to 
the effect that these Luftwaffe personnel's 
cuff-title be changed no later than late 
August 1942. 

The new cuff-title was produced first 
with Gothic lettering, and shortly after
wards with block letters. As usual there 
was a differentiation for officers, NCOs and 
other ranks. Regulations governing the 
method of wearing the new cuff-title also 
followed standard Luftwaffe practice. It 
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left: An unidentified Haupt
mann; a Knight's Cross holde! 
and member of the 
Kampfgeschwader 53 'Legoo 
Condor'. 

Right Major Adolf Galland 
speaks with the Fuhrer, ~ 
Hitler, on 20 October 1940 
As Kommodore of JG 26, 
Major Galland wears the 
'Jagdgeschwader Schlagete!' 
cuff-title. 

Right The 'Kriegsberichter 
der Luftwaffe' formation ruff. 
title, worn by a war corr~ 
spondent officer (Leutnan 
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HERMANN GrJRif\·. 

HERMANN GORII~G 

was worn by all ranks on the right fore 
arm, lcm above the turn-back cuff of the 
Service Tunic and Greatcoat, and 16cm up 
from the bottom edge of the right sleeve of 
the cuff-le s Tropical Tunic and Flight 
Blouse. 

It hould be noted that NCOs holding 
the appointment of Hauptfeldwebel or 
Hauptwachtmeister wore thetr Luftwaffe 
cuff-title, regardless of pattern. on the 
appropriate forearm, dtrectly above thetr 
double rings of NCO sleeve braiding. 

Commemorative Honour Cuff-Title 
'Jagdgeschwader Udet' 
Ern t Udet was an tnternatlonally famous 
stunt pilot and aviator. He was one of Imp-
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erial Germany's top fighter aces. flytng tn 
Jagdgeschwader Nr. 1 under Rittmei ter 
Manfred von Richthofen and achieving a 
score of 62 aerial victories, an achievement 
second only to that of the 'Red Baron' him
self and recognised by the award of the 
Order Pour le Merit . 

After the war, Udet became a commer
cial and stunt flyer, travelling extensively to 
Africa. Greenland, the Unlted States and 
other countries. but tn 1934 he was per
suaded by his wartime comrades GOring 
and LOrzer to ac ept the honorary po itlon 
of Vice-Commandant of the German Air 
Sports League (DLV). Udet entered the 
Luftwaffe on 1 June 1935 with the rank of 
Oberst. and on 10 February 1936 he was 

Upper left The DMSIOil 'Her· 
mann Goong' f()(matJon 
title as worn by the ran at1d 
file. 

lower left: The Division 
·Hermann Gonng' f()(matoi 
cuff-title for officet;. 

Right: The Geschwader 
Moldet; Formation cuff- :Je 
worn here by Leutnant (later 
Oberleutnant) Oskar ROIM' 
8()(n on 18 December 1919 
at Ha1ndorMsergeb1rge, '019 
Romm won h1s Kmght\ Croll 
as an Oberfeldwebel on 29 
February 1944, after 76 ill' 
combat Vlctones. On 27 
September 1 944 he shot 
down three Uberat()( 
in one Single attacl:. He as 
senously wounded 1n a crlil 
on 24 Apnl 1945, by 
t1me he had flown 229 
SIOnS, 54 fighter-bomber 5a· 

t1es with 92 VICt()(les 
(including 82 1n the East all 

8 four-eng1ne bombers). He 
had been nom1nated for 
Oakleaves. 

left The 'KnegsberKhter 
Luftwaffe' format1011 ruff. 
worn by a JUniOI" NCO 
(UnteroffiZier) 



appointed inspector of Fighters and Dive
Bombers. This appointment did not last 
very long, for on Hitler's insistence Goring 
was obliged to appoint Udet Chief of the 
Technical Office of the Luftwaffe. A year 
later he was promoted to Generalmajor. In 
1938 he became Chief of the Office for Spe
cial Supply and Procurement (General
luftzeugmeister). a position he held until 
his death. 

Unfortunately for the Luftwaffe, Ernst 
Udet did not understand the intrtcacies of 
political manoeuvring and personal pres-
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sures; nor was he particularly talented in 
the field of aircraft development and pro
duction planning. Generaloberst Ernst 
Udet committed suicide on 17 October 
1941. He had been depressed for a consid
erable time. and was convinced that 
Erhard Milch as Secretaiy of State for Air 
Travel and Inspector General of the Air 
Force was attempting to oust him from his 
position as Generalluftzeugmeister. The 
truth of his suicide (a pistol shot to the 
head) was obscured from the public. The 
official explanation for his death was 'an 
accident which had occurred whilst testing 
a new .weapon'. Udet was given a military 
State Funeral in the Reichs capital on 21 
November 1941 (see Volume 1933-40, 
pages 196 and 236). 

The Commemorative Honour cuff-title 
'Jagdgeschwader Udet' was introduced by 

. order of the FUhrer and Supreme Comman
der of the Wehrmacht. Instructions were 
issued on 20 December 194143 for it to be 
worn by all ranks of Jagdgeschwader Nr.3. 
The 3.3cm-wide dark blue cloth band had 
the gothic-lettered inscription worked in sil
ver-aluminium hand-embroidered threads 
for officers and in matt-grey cotton for NCOs 
and other ranks. The cuff-title was worn 
just above the tum-back cuff on the right 
sleeve of the Service Dress and tan Tropical 
Jacket by all ranks, and in a corresponding 
position on the white Summer Tunic and 
the blue-grey Flight Blouse by officers. 

Commemorative Honour Cuff-Title 
'Jagdgeschwader Molders' 
This title was appointed to be worn by 
members of Jagdgeschwader 51 on 20 
December 1941. less than a month after 
the death of Oberstleutnant Werner 
Molders. Molders. a highly respected fight
er pilot and holder of the Oakleaves with 
Swords and Diamonds to his Knight's 
Cross, tragically died in an air crash on 22 
November 1941. He was returning to his 
squadron after attending the state funeral 
of Ernst Udet on the previous day when the 
Heinkel He 111 in which he was a passen
ger crashed in bad weather near Breslau
Gandau. Like Udet, he too was afforded a 
military State Funeral, held in Berlin on 28 
November 1941 (see Volume 1933- 40, 
pages 220 and 237) . 

Affectionately known to his subordinates 
as 'Vatl' (Daddy). Molders flew more than 
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300 missions, during which he achieved 
115 air victories: 14 In Spain. 68 on the 
western front and 33 In Russia. His name 
and memory lives on today: a squadron of 
the pre ent-day German Luftwaffe bears 
his name as 'Geschwader Molders'. 

The Second World War cuff-title was very 
slmllar In colour, quality and size to all other 
Luftwaffe Commemorative Honour titles as 
described In Volume 1933-40, pages 
190-193, and as described above for the 
'Jagdgeschwader Udet' title. It was lntro-
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duced by order of the FUhrer and Supreme 
Commander of the Wehnnacht. and Instruc
tions for Its wear were Issued on 20 Decem
ber 1941.44 It was worn on the right forearm. 

Other Luftwaffe Cuff-Titles 
Rumours abound of the existence of two 
other Luftwaffe cuff-titles, both of which 
would fall within my definition of Com
memorative Honour Titles. These were 
'Jagdgeschwader Galland' and 'Jagd
geschwader Lutzow'. 

left: This very unusual 
graph shows an umdeo 
Luftwaffe Hauptmann, a 
veteran of Spam, weanng a 
Le1bstandarte-SS 'Adolf 
cuff-title. It is possible that 
was attached to the flilvel 
Headquarters as a pilol 
probably as Hitler's perlOOil 
pilot, and as such came 
the Jurisdiction of the 55 

Right The 'General 
formation cuff-title worn o: 
both the blue-grey 
tumc (GeneralmaJOI C 
holding papers) and the 
Panzer uniform. 

A. In October 1941 b 
was announced45 t1u. 
the High Command 
the German Armed 
Force had agreed tJ:o 
those persons 
wtthin the Armed 
Forces (and that 
ed the Luftwaffe) w 
were members oftht 
Relchs Arbelts Ole 
the German Labow 
Service or RAD. w 
bel ued wtth yellol 
arm bands bearing 
words ·neutsche 
Wehrmacht' for so 
and as long as their 
units were operattno 
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aut. Ide the frontiers of 
Gmnany and were 
tlllployed within the 
&amework of th Ger· 

n Armed Forces. 
n arm bands were 

rXed with the Wehr· 
ht service stamp of 

tht ulng unlt. and 
of those persons to 

whom the arm band 
ftrt ued were 
nqutred to be kept up 
to date and on file. Per· 

ion to wear this 
band had to be 

ed tn the paybook of 
h RAD member. 

The first title most definitely did not 
exist. Tho e Commemorative Honour titles 
that were introduced into the Luftwaffe 
were without exception named after 
deceased per ons, and Adolf Galland sur
vived the war. The second title was worn by 
actors taking the parts of Luftwaffe person
nel belonging to a fictional fighter squadron 
that featured in a wartime German fllm. 

Armbands 

Those armbands worn by personnel of, or 
attached to, the Luftwaffe that are know to 
have been in use prior to the Second World 
War have been dealt with in Volume 
193340. pp.l96-8. With only a very few 
exceptions all of the e pre-war armbands 
continued to be used from 1940 to 1945, 
but certain armbands were introduced 
after the outbreak of war and these are 
given here. 

An armband worn on a military uniform 
Indicated that the wearer held a special but 
temporary appointment, or was fulfilling a 

particular role. When worn on civilian 
clothing It indicated that the wearer was 
officially employed or engaged in a military 
or ancillary role. 

Generally, armbands were not the prop
erty of the individual. but were is ued as 
and when required and then handed back 
to the issuing unit. When circumstances 
permitted, armbands were stamped with 
the cachet of the Issuing unit in indelible 
marking ink. Not only did this form of 
marking serve to Identify an armband as 
being the property of a particular issuing 
unit. but. for security reason , It al o 
reduced the possibility of fake or tolen 
armbands being used by unauthorised per
sons, the hand stamp on the armband hav
Ing to correspond with the written 
authority carried by the wearer.A 

Air Defence Leader of the Air Force 
(Luftschutz Leiter der Luftwaffe) 
A whJte armband, lOcm-deep, with a !em
wide strip of blue tape along the top and 
bottom edge and in the centre a Luftwaffe 
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eagle and swastika machine-woven in 
black. It Is assumed that this, and the fol
lowing armband, were the equivalent of the 
army versions. According to Adolf SchlichtA 
the army versions, introduced by Order Nr. 
410 published in Allgemeine-Heeresuerord
nungsblatt. dated 15 August 1942, were 
worn by Air Defence and Deputy Air 
Defence Leaders who. as designated army 
district leaders, were responsible for the air 
defence of their district. 

Deputy Air Defence Leader of the Air 
Force (Stellvertreter des LS-Leiters der 
Luftwaffe) 
This was similar to the armband desciibed 
above but had an extra strip of 1cm-wide 
blue tape positioned vertically on each side 
of the eagle and swastika. 

Deutsche Luftwaffe (Aircrew) 
A blight yellow armband on which was 
piinted a large Luftwaffe eagle and swasti
ka detailed in black, directly above the leg
end 'DEUTSCHE LUFIWAFFE' which was 
plinted in black block capitals. 

This Item was introduced late In the 
war46 In the endeavour to identify air
crew, mainly pilots, of aircraft shot down 
over Germany. Incidents were recorded of 
alrcrew of downed Luftwaffe aircraft 
being fired on and in some instances 
killed by angry or overzealous civilians 
who mistook them for enemy 'Terror
flleger'. The armband was worn on the 
upper left arm. 
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Deutsche Luftwaffe (Auxiliaries) 
A white linen armband on which was piint
ed a large Luftwaffe eagle and swastika, 
detailed in blue, directly above the legend 
'Deutsche Luftwaffe' plinted in blue, upper 
and lower case Gothic letteiing. 

This item was worn on the left upper 
arm by civilian personnel attached to Luft
waffe auxiliary organizations such as the 
Heimatflak. 

Armed Forces Interpreter 
(Wehrmachtdolmetscher) 
The extent of the German teriitorlal con
quests and the increasing numbers of for
eigners serving with the German forces 
made it necessary for the Wehrmacht to 
employ interpreters. 

Selected Luftwaffe personnel underwent 
extensive instruction at an armed forces 
school of languages to become fluent in one 
or more foreign languages. Once they had 
achieved the required standard they were 
issued with a pink armband healing the 
legend 'WEHRMACHTDOLMETSCHER' in 
black letteiing. The pink linen armband 
was 7cm deep and was worn on the upper 
left sleeve. 47 

Air Defence Guards (Luftschutz 
Personnel) 
Luftschutz Ordnungs-und Absperrdienst 
personnel who were assigned to air defence 
guard duty wore on the left upper arm a 
dark blue armband beaiing a machine
woven letter ·o·. 7.5cm high. 

Left: The Red Cross arm~ 
worn by three Parachute 
PoWs rid1ng 1n the back of a 
Willys Jeep, Italy. 

A. Adolf Schlicht. 
assisted by John R 
Angolla. writes authon· 
tatlvely on all aspects 
the uniforms of the 
German Army ln his 
three-volume work enU· 
tied Uniforms & Tradl 
Lions of the German 
Army. 1933- 1945. &t 
Bibliography for furthtt 
details. 



285 The Model1917 steel 
helmet. 
286 The Model1935 steel 
helmet. 

Steel Helmets 

Several distinct models, or patterns, of 
steel helmets were worn within the Luft
waffe at various times. The first two mod
els, the M1917 and the M1935, were 
mentioned in Volume 1933-40. pages 199 
to 204. The period between 1939 and 1945 
saw the introduction of the Model 1942 
helmet for universal wear. Certain innova
tions and adaptations of protective helmets 
for crews of aircraft were also brought 
about. These are described in the appropri
ate section of this book under Flight Cloth
ing and Equipment. 

The Model 1917 Helmet 
The Model 1917 Steel Helmet was used by 
personnel of the Luftwaffe before January 
1936 for the simple reason that no other 
pattern of helmet was available . In Janu
ary 1936 the Model 1935 Helmet was 
introduced, and after a short period of 
time, when the new helmet became avail
able in sufficient quantities, it superseded 
the Model 1917. However, the early pat
terns were not entirely abandoned. 
Instances have been noted when Model 
1917 helmets were distributed during the 
war to home front personnel, doubtless 
because there were insufficient modern 
helmets. 

The Model 1935 Helmet 
First introduced into the Luftwaffe in limit
ed numbers in January 1936, this pattern 
was designed as an improvement on the 
earlier helmet. The 'Stahlhelm 35', to give it 
its official designation, had better protec
tive properties and was less of a hindrance 
to the wearer than the previous model. It 
allowed for better sighting when firing 
weapons or operating optical equipment, 
and it was easier to hear when wearing this 
model, owing to the shallowness of the side 
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protections or 'aprons' when compared 
with the M17 helmet. 

The helmet was painted both externally 
and internally with a matt, blue-grey finish 
which served to prevent rust forming and 
also acted as an anti-glare agent. All hel
mets were produced with the Luftwaffe 
national emblem on the left side, facing for
ward , and the German national colours in 
the shape of a shield on the right side. After 
12 June 1940 the black, white and red 
shield transfers (decals) were no longer 
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applied to newly manufactured helmets. 
The new Model 1935 helmet was produced 
and distributed throughout the German 
Armed Forces until 1942, and it continued 
to be used for the remaining years of the 
war. 

The Model 1942 Helmet 
On 6 July 1942 the Chief of the Army 
Equipment Office of the OKH announced 
that from 1 August that year the inward 
crimping around the helmet rim was to be 
abolished. For reasons of economy, future 
production was simplified. The helmet shell 
was stamped out of one piece of metal with
out having the helmet rim crimped inwards 
around the edge. This gave the Model 42 
helmet a much sharper appearance, and at 
the same time made it appear slightly larg
er around the apron.A 

Colouring, Insignia and Covers for Steel 
Helmets 
Steel helmets worn in the Luftwaffe before 
the war were manufactured with a matt, 
rust-protective blue-grey painted finish 
both inside and out. It was forbidden to 
alter this finish by polishing, repainting or 
applying grease to the surface. Wartime 
conditions modified these pre-war regula
tions, insofar that those troops serving in 
hot-climate countries and on the eastern 
front during the winter months frequently 
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overpainted their blue-grey helmets a sand 
colour or applied a thick coating of white
wash, respectively, as a means of camou
flage . The type of insignia carried on the 
helmet has been dealt with in Volume 
1933-40, pp.199- 200 and 204. 

Helmet covers were not issued within 
the Luftwaffe, other than to Parachute and 
Field-Division troops. Information on the 
types of covers and methods of application 
can be found in this book under the appro
priate headings. 

Cloth Head-dress 

The Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmiitze) 
The Luftwaffe Uniform Peaked Cap was 
worn by all ranks of all branches, including 

287 The Model 1942 steel 
helmet. 

A. Apart from the Luft
waffe ins ignia and the 
blue-grey colour of the 
external and internal 
paint finish, these sled 
helmets worn by per· 
sonnet of the Air Force 
were in all respects the 
same as those steel he!· 
mets worn within the 
other branches of the 
Wehrmacht. Anyone 
wishing to read more of 
this subject is recom
mended to read The 
History of the German 
Steel Helmet. 1916-
1945 by Ludwig Baer 
(see bibliography). 



Lift The Commander-in
Chief of the Air Force, 
Gene~t GOring, 
mpects the troops of a luft
waffe Honour Guard drawn 
l.ll i1 the forecourt of the 
~Air Ministry building in 
Belin. The parade was held 
oo 16 March 1935 to mark 
1he reintroduction of military 
mnsuiption, and the troops 
are wearing the newly intro
lb:ed Model t 935 steel 
hernets, an of which have a 
hgh-gloss finish. This was 
kxbidden later that year l7f 
llStrucOOns published in the 
harxl'oook Anzugordnung tar 
de Luftwaffe (l..A.O.), 
LDv.422 Abschnitt A. 

Right Men of a static Flak 
11\rt wearing the Model1935 
steel helmet, with the second
pattern luftwaffe natK>nal 
erOOiem displayed on the left 
llle. 

Right luftwaffe troops on 
k ~astern Front man an 
88mm Flak gun. All three 
men wear M35 steel helmets 
()lerpmted in a light colour. 
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the Air Force Administrative Officials. It 
was prescribed to be worn by officers and 
NCOs with Service Dress and Undress Uni
form, with Parade Dress by officers not 
actually engaged in a parade, and with 
Dress Uniform by officers and with Walk
ing-Out Dress by officers, NCOs and men. 

The cap was of the same basic design, 
shape and colouring for all ranks. It had a 
blue-grey cloth top and crown. a black arti
ficial silk ribbed cap bandA and a black 
patent vulcanised fibre peak. the edge of 
which had of a narrow ridge machine
stitched in position. Other cap distinctions 
depended on the wearer's rank. All men 
and NCOsB wore a black patent leather 
chin strap and black chin-strap buttons on 
their caps. The national emblem, th·e oak
leaf wreath and stylized wings were of silver 
coloured pressed aluminium metal. The 
cockade was also of white aluminium, but 
the coloured roundels were hand painted: 
red for the centre and black to the outer 
(see Volume 1933--40, Figs. 4 & 5). Piping 
used on the Uniform Peaked Cap was 
0.2cm thick. It appeared around the crown 
of the cap and around the top and bottom 
edge of the black cap band, and was in the 
wearer's arm-of-service colour. 

Luftwaffe officers. administration offi
cials and officers of the Engineer & Naviga
tional Corps. below the rank of General, 
wore the same style of cap. In place of the 
black chin strap they wore silver coloured 
cap cords held in position on the cap by 
small, silver coloured pebble-finished cap 
cord buttons. Their national emblem cap 
insignia was hand embroidered in silver
aluminium wire on to a backing of blue
grey material, while the stylized wings, the 
wreath and cockade were embroidered on 
to a backing of buckram-stiffened black 
material. 

Officers' insignia was therefore sewn in 
position on the cap, while those of the men 
and NCOs were affixed to the material of 
the cap by metal prongs fitted to the back 
of the insignia. 

Caps worn by officers, regardless of 
branch of service, were piped in silver 
coloured tubular piping 0.2cm thick 
around the crown to the cap and around 
the top and bottom edges of the black cap 
band. 

Luftwaffe officers of General rank and 
above, as well as Engineer Officers and 
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Luftwaffe Administrative Officials with the 
equivalent ranks , wore caps with gold 
coloured cap cords, gilt metal cap-cord 
buttons and gold coloured hand-embroi
dered bullion cap insignia, and were piped 
with gold coloured tubular piping. Howev
er, in January 1943 instructions were 
issuedJ whereby all Officers, Medical Offi
cers and Luftwaffe Administrative Officials 
including those of General rank or their 
Administrative equivalent were ordered to 
wear silver or gold coloured metal insignia 
on their Uniform peaked Caps in place of 
the metallic bullion hand-embroidered 
insignia for the duration of the war. The 
production of bullion cap insignia ceased 

A. The black. artificial 
sUk cap bands began to 
be introduced on new 
caps after September 
1937. Prior to that datr 
the cap bands were 
made of black ribbed 
mohair. The change· 
over. which was a grad 
ual process. was 
announced In Luftwaf 
fen-Verordmmgsblall 
Nr.40, dated 20 Sep· 
tember 1937. page 523. 
Order Nr.1215 Issued 
13 September 1937. 



left The Other Ranks Uni
form Peaked Cap, worn by a 
Feldwebel captured during 
the fighting in Normandy, July 
1944. 

Right US war correspondent 
protographer Edward Worth, 
COYeOng the British Second 
Army in northern Europe, 
talks With German troops 
from all three services who 
1\ld been ordered to leave 
Denmark after the capitu
~tloo of all German forces, 8 
May 1945. The Luftwaffe 
offi<er 1n the centre of the 
protograph is wearing a 
~ate~ purchased officers' 
peaked cap, the equivalent of 
the German Army Officers' 
Old Style Field Service Cap. 
This 5 an excellent example of 
the 'luftwaffe Crush'. Also of 
~terest IS the Kriegsmarine 
flllnesweeper war badge he 
wears on his left breast 
~et. 

Far right: The white-topped 
IUmmer cap for Luftwaffe and 
FallschlrmJiiger officers. 

B. Non-commissioned 
Officers of the rank of 
Oberfr.hnrlch, Unter
arzte and Oberfeuer 
•-erker were permitted 
to wear the quality of 
cap normally worn by 
officers. Even though 
they were NCOs they 
displayed silver 
coloured cap cords and 
cap cord buttons. Their 
caps were piped In their 
arm-of-service colour. 
On those caps whlch 
they were Issued with 
they wore the standard 
pattern pressed alu
minium metal Insignia 
lsee Volume 1933-40, 
page 10. Figs. 4 & 5). 
On those caps that they 
o-ere permitted to pur
chzse for themselves 
they were allowed to 
•-ear officer's quality 
Uver-alumlnlum, hand 

embroidered Insignia as 
shown In Figs. I & 2 on 
page 10. 

with immediate effect from the date of the 
order. but stocks of the embroidered 
insignia were required to be used up first. 

The Summer Cap (Sommermiitze) 
The white-topped peaked cap - the 'Som
mermiitze' - was available to be worn 
before the war by all ranks of the Luftwaffe. 
the Luftwaffe Administrative Officials, 
Engineer Officers and Officers of the Corps 
of Navigational Experts. lt was of funda
mentally the same style both for officers 
and the rank and file personnel, and was 
very similar in appearance to the Schirm
mutze - the Uniform Peaked Cap. 

Like a number of non-essential items of 
dress. the Summer Cap. together with the 
white summer uniform for officers, ceased 
to be a required garment once the war had 
started. Persons were still permitted to 
continue wearing the cap. and it could still 
be purchased, but its official issue was 
suspended for the duration of the hostili
ties. 

When it was used, the Summer Cap was 
permitted to be worn from l April to 30 
September each year as part of the Luft
waffe Summer Uniform (see page 207 and 
page 227, Volume 1933-40), which in turn 
was worn as Walking-Out Dress, Undress 
Uniform or daytime Full Dress. However. 
as contemporary photographic evidence 
shows. the white-topped Summer Cap was 
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frequently worn by Officers when weartng 
the blue-grey Waffenrock, occasionally the 
Fliegerbluse and even the Tropical Uni
form. 

The Summer Cap was constructed in 
two parts: the body of the cap covered by 
the cap band plus the fibre peak, and the 
removable white cloth top. Because the 
Summer Cap was so like the Uniform 
Peaked Cap, practically all of the details 
regarding the cap insignia. the cap band. 
the chin strap or cap cords, the buttons 
and the piping were of the same type, size 
and colour when used on the Summer cap. 
The one noticeable and obvious exception 
to this was the removable white cloth top 
and the insignia thereon. There was no pip
ing around the crown of the wWte cloth 
top. What is sometimes mistaken for wWte 
piping is just a raised seam of wWte cloth. 
The Luftwaffe version of the national 
emblem displayed on the front of the cap 
top consisted of a silver-aluminium metal 
pin-on badge for use by NCOs and Men. 
For officers this same insignia was embroi
dered in either silver-aluminium metallic 
or gold coloured bullion threads, depend
ing on the wearer's rank. The embroidery of 
this badge was worked on to a backing of 
white material, stiffened with buckram and 
mounted with a pin brooch fastening. Both 
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the metal pin-on badge and the bullion and 
linen version were removable to allow the 
wWte top to be iaundered. 

The Flying Cap (Fliegennutze) 
The Luftwaffe Fliegermutze was a form of 
cloth head-dress that existed from the day 
the Luftwaffe was formerly aimounced 
right through to the end of the war in 
Europe, despite the wartime introduction 
of the Luftwaffe Replacement Flight Cap -
the Einheitsfliegermutze - which was 
intended to replace the Fliegermutze (see 
page 112). 

For Men and NCOs the Fliegermutze 
was in plain blue-grey woollen cloth with
out piping to the upper edge of the curtain. 
the Luftwaffe version of the national 
emblem positioned in the centre of the 
upper part of the front to the cap was in 
grey cotton machine-stitched yarn, usually 
on a backing cloth of blue-grey material. 
Below the eagle and swastika and on the 
front of the lower section to the curtain was 
stitched a flat silk or cotton woven version 
of the Reichskokarde (see Volume 1933-40. 
page 10, Fig. 9). 

The Fliegermutze worn by officers of the 
Luftwaffe up to and including the rank of 
Oberst (Colonel). as well as Administrative 
Officials, Engineer and Navigational Offl-

Right The officers' Fl~ht 
Cap, here worn by Haupt
mann Weinrich, RKT. 

Left: The FliegermOtze of the 
type worn by Men and NCO! 
Two ground mechanics attadl 
the noule of a hot -air 
generator to the undei'Side of 
an aircraft engine. Pumptng 
hot air around the engine 
assisted starting during cold 
weather. 



288 The Luftwaffe Mountain 
Cap IBergmutze), here shown 
IC' W€ar by ranks below 
o er grade. 

cers, was invartably made from better qual
ity blue-grey material than was the case 
with the caps Issued to the rank and file . 
Officers' Flight Caps were distinguished by 
having 0.2cm thick silver -aluminium pip
ing, either tubular or twisted cording, 
stitched along the upper edge of the cur
tain. The Insignia displayed on the cap was 
usually of the silver metallic thread. hand
embroidered type, the cockade being of the 
padded or raised hand-made pattern (see 
Volume 1933-40, page 10, Fig. 7) . 

The Flight Cap for use by Luftwaffe Gen
erals and above and by Air Force Adminis-

UNIFORMS 

trative Officials of equivalent rank was dis
tinguished by gold coloured metallic piping 
to the upper edge of the curtain. The cap 
insignia was in gold coloured bullion 
threads worked on to a backing of blue
grey cloth. The cockade was of the same 
type as that worn by Air force Officers. but 
had a narrow outer circle in gold-coloured 
threads instead of silver-aluminium 
threads. 

Personnel with the appointment of Ober
fiilmrich were permitted to wear their ver
sion of the Fliegermiitze. This was 
distinguished from the Flight Caps worn by 
other NCOs by silver coloured officer-qual
ity piping around the upper edge to the 
curtain, and at the same time displayed the 
Luftwaffe national emblem and the Reich
skokarde of the quality normally worn by 
NCOs and Men. 

Finally. the Fliegermiitze worn by female 
members of the Luftwaffe were very similar 
in colour. shape and quality to those worn 
by their male counterparts. though no 
Reichskokarde was displayed on the cap. 

The Luftwaffe Mountain Cap (Bergmiitze) 
Luftwaffe troops operating in mountainous 
areas and manning fixed positions such as 
Flak batteries, Air Signals units and weath
er stations were issued with certain Items 
of specialist clothing normally associated 
with Army mountain troops but manufac
tured in blue-grey Air Force cloth. For 
details of this Luftwaffe mountain clothing 
see Volume 1933-40, pp.225 and 227. 

These troops were also issued with a 
distinctive Mountain Cap, closely modelled 
on the pattern used in the German Army 
but made from blue-grey material. On the 
front of the cap was the Luftwaffe version of 
the national emblem, below which was a 
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cloth Reichskokarde. The curtains of the 
cap were fastened at the front by two 
0.12cm-diarneter blue-grey-finished but
tons. Although it was not an official Luft
waffe emblem, the metal Edelweiss as worn 
on the left side of the Army Bergmiitze was 
occasionally worn in a corresponding posi
tion by Luftwaffe troops on their Mountain 
Caps, though this practice was officially 
forbldden.2 

In 1943 instructions were issued3 with 
regard to the wearing of the Bergmiitze by 
officers and armed forces officials with offi
cer rank. They were ordered to wear 0.3cm
thick silver-aluminium or gold-coloured 
piping (according to the wearer's rank) 
around the crown of the cap. Generals and 
officials of general's rank wore gold
coloured national emblem and cap but
tons. 

The Luftwaffe Replacement Flight Cap 
(Einheitsfliegermiitze) 
In September 1943 a new form of head
dress was introduced, to be worn by all 
personnel of the Luftwaffe. 4 In place of the 
Flight Cap (Fliegermiitze) and the Moun-
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tain Cap (Bergmiitze), a new cap referred to 
as the Replacement Flight Cap (Einheits
fliegermiitze) was to be used for the dura
tion of the war. Of blue-grey cloth, It had a 
cloth-covered peak and was similar in gen
eral style and manufacture to the Army 
Replacement Field Cap. The Luftwaffe 
national emblem and Cockade worn on the 
front of the cap was either machine
stitched or machine-woven in matt-grey 
threads (matt-gold for Generals, etc.) on to 
a backing of blue-grey cloth. Officers and 
Armed Forces Officials, etc. with grades 
equivalent to officers were distinguished by 
silver-aluminium piping set into the seam 
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Below left: The Luftwaffe 
Einheitsfliegermutze, worn lrt 
Feldwebel Ernst Meinecke, 
who was taken prisoner m the 
Wurzburg area by troops of 
the US Seventh Army. 

Below right Generalleutnant 
Gundell after he and a num
ber of other high·ranktng 
German officers were taken 
into custody by troops of the 
US Seventh Army followmg 
the declaration of Germany's 
unconditional surrender The 
General wears the two-bunG' 
version of the Luftwaffe 
Replacement Flight Cap He 
was the holder of the Kntg11 
Cross of the War Ment Croll 
with Swords. 

289 The Luftwaffe single
button Replacement Fhght 
Cap (Einheitsfliegermutze), 
here shown for wear by off, 
cer ranks. 



Above: luftwaffe troops and 
paratroopers from a luftwaffe 
fJ€kl 0MSIOn take the 
~P~XX~unity for a cigarette 
.nl a short rest during a lull 
(I the f19hbng somewhere in 
~e A good selection of 

variOUS types of footwear 
5 s00wn tn this photograph. 
1l'l paratrooper in the fore
goond IS wearing ankle 
tolls, the man resting on the 
men door has issue 

.archlflQ boots, the para-
"'llpef seated next to him 
~Side-lace-up jump 
llxlts, and the young para
uooper standtng to the right 
s ~g mountaineering 
tolls 

m The leather riding boot. 

in the crown of the cap. Generals and 
Armed Forces Officials in the rank range of 
Generals had gold coloured piping to the 
crown . 

These new-style caps were issued to all 
NCOs and Men. Those persons responsible 
for obtaining their own clothing against 
allowances were required to purchase the 
Replacement Flight Cap from the Luftwaffe 
Clothing Department. They were not. how
ever, allowed to wear either this Replace
ment Flight Cap or the Mountain Cap when 
wearing Walking-Out Dress. The Septem
ber 1943 Instructions also added that, if 
the peak of the new cap got In the wearer's 
way when he was working with machinery 
or operating equipment, It was permissible 
for the cap to be worn back to front. 

The former Flight Caps worn by Rank 
and File personnel were to be used as work 
caps for the duration of the war, each NCO 
and man receiving one cap. The Luftwaffe 
Mountain Caps and the officer-quality 
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Flight Caps of the former pattern were to 
be worn until stocks were exhausted. The 
average price of the new Replacement 
Flight Cap was set at 3.19 Reichinarks. 

Luftwaffe Footwear 

Black leather Marching Boots, lace-up 
shoes and Officers' Riding Boots 
The footwear worn by NCOs and Men was 
either black leather Marching Boots 
(Schaftstiefel or Marschstiefel) or black 
leather lace-up shoes (Schnurstlefel). 
Those NCOs who were permitted to buy 
their own clothing (which included 
footwear), as well as Officers, Armed Forces 
Officials and Engineer Officers, wore Rid
Ing Boots (hohe Stiefel). Riding Breeches 
worn with Riding Boots and Flying 
Trousers (the long blue-grey cloth trousers) 
worn With Marching Boots were worn with 
Field Dress, Service Dress. Reporting Dress 
and Parade Dress. Long blue-grey slacks 
(Tuchhose) and black leather lace-up shoes 
were worn with Walking-Out Dress and on 
certain full-dress occasions. 

The Flying Service Dress (not to be con
fused with the Protective Flight Suits) was 

n 
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generally worn with the Flying Trousers 
and lace-up shoes. although Marching 
Boots and/or riding boots worn with 
breeches were also permitted. 

Further infor mation on the various 
types of Luftwaffe footwear can be found in 
Volume 1933-40, on page 212. 
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Mountain Boots and Ankle Boots 
Luftwaffe or Fallschirmjager troops operat
ing In hilly or mountainous countryside 
were issued with special Mountain Boots of 
the same pattern as those used by the 
Gebirgsjager of the German Army. The 
heavy-duty leather soles were hobbed and 
had cleats around their edge. 

The black leather ankle boots were pro
duced in an effort to conserve stocks of 
leather. They were usually worn with issue 
canvas gaiters. 

Mention and details of other types of 
Luftwaffe and Fal1schirmjager footwear can 
be found in this volume under Flying 
Boots, page 170; Fallschirmjager Jump 
Boots, first and second patterns, page 193; 
Tropical footwear, page 211; and Cold 
Weather Guard Boots, page 234. 

Gloves 

Gloves of the type authorized before the 
war continued to be worn on appropriate 
occasions during the war. 

Details of the different types of glove and 
the system of marking hand sizes of 

291 The black leather march
ing boot. 
292 The mountain boot 
293 The black leather an~ 
boot. 



Left The soles of the march-
119 boots, showing the hob 
patterning. 

Right A signaller operating a 
!XXtJble radio. He wears a 
liii;Jie woollen glove of the 
pattern issued to NC Os and 
Men throughout the Luft
waffe 

Below: The pattern of waist
belt and buckle for NCOs and 

of the Luftwaffe. Rudolf 
Hnlg, the celebrated 1936 
lljmpic 4 x 400-metre bronze 
medal Winner, is seen on 
IT!Val at the Gare du Nord 
before takmg part in a grand 
ljDtS event at Colombes 
IOOum, PartS (see also Vol-

193~0. page 251). 
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woollen knitted gloves are given in Volume 
1933-40, pp. 214-15. 

Information about the pattern of gloves 
issued to Fallschirmjiiger and aircrews, 
and mittens worn with the reversible win
ter uniform are given in this volume under 
their respective subject headings. 

Waist-belts and Buckles 

The brocade waist-belt as worn pre-war by 
General Officers and Administrative Offi
cials of equivalent rank and by officers and 
officials of officer grade below General rank 
was discontinued in September 1939. This 
was undoubtedly an economy measure, 
and contemporary photographs seem to 
indicate that the withdrawal instruction 
was universally observed. Details of the 
brocade belt are given in Volume 1933-40, 
p. 215. 

For the duration of the war officers con
tinued to wear the leather service belt with 
its two-pronged, open claw buckle and the 
rank and file continued to wear the leather 
waist-belt and metal box buckle. Details of 
these items are given in Volume 1933-40, 
PP- 215-17. 

The leather cross-strap that was worn 
with, and helped to support, the officers' 
leather service belt had been discontinued 
shortly after September 1939. Goring. how-
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ever, continued to wear a cross-strap with 
his Generalfeldmarschall's and Reichs
marschall's uniforms. 

The design of the eagle on the belt buck
le worn by the rank and me. dating from 
May 1935, was altered slightly with the 
introduction of the new-style Luftwaffe 
national emblem. whose eagle had more 
pronounced and outswept tall feathers. 

Wartime shortages of leather brought 
about the introduction of webbing for a 
variety of equipment straps, including 
waist-belts. This quality of equipment 
tended to be used by troops, including 
Luftwaffe personnel. serving in North 
Africa, Sicily and Italy. The olive-green 
(Army) and blue-grey (Luftwaffe) coloured 
webbing was particularly suitable in a hot 
climate where leather, unless treated, has a 
tendency to dry out and crack. so its intro
duction was fortuitous. 

Luftwaffe Field-Division troops in Nor
mandy and Europe used canvas webbing 
equipment of necessity. Metal parts of their 
equipment, particularly belt buckles, were 
usually painted a darkish blue-grey. 

Tunics and Flight Blouses 

The pre-war introduction of the Service 
Tunic (Tuchrock). the Uniform Tunic 
(Waffenrock) and the two patterns of Flight 
Blouse (Fliegerbluse), one for officers of all 
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grades, the other for NCOs and other 
ranks. has been dealt with in some detail in 
Volume 1933-40, pp. 217-225. 

The Service Tunic was intended to be 
replaced by the Uniform Tunic in Novem
ber 1938. but the transition was of 
necessity a gradual one and the Service 
Tunic was still being worn during the war 
years. 

The Uniform Tunic was the standard 
issue garment for all entrants after Novem
ber 1938, and continued to be issued until 
the end of the war. 

294 The Tuchrock (SeMce 
Tunic). here shown fOi an 
Unteroffizier. 

Above: The officer's patterr 
of dark brown leather seMCE 

belt and silver-grey too
pronged buckle. The wearr: 
of the matching leather 
supporting cross-strap was 
discontinued short~ after 
outbreak of war. 



295 The Waffenrock (Uniform 
TulliC), here shown for a 
HauptfeldwebeVHauptwacht
metSter. 

Below: Major Hans Ulrich 
Rudel, Group Commander of 
a OJVe-Bomber Group, with a 
Squadron Doctor, Stabsarzt Dr 
S 1h!s photograph was taken 

April1944, shortly after 
Rudel had been awarded the 
lliamonds to his Knight's 
Cross Dakleaves and Swords. 
The Stuka ace wears the 
uchrock (Cloth Coat). while 

'-s compamon wears the pre
war vers1on of the officers' 
Ategerbluse. 

Far right: A Fallschirmjager 
Hauptmann, taken prisoner in 
naly, wearing the Waffenrock 
llrttooed dosed at the neck. 

UNIFORMS 

Since its introduction in 1935, the Flight 
Blouse (Fliegerbluse) had proved a popular 
item, and although it was meant to be 
replaced by the ubiquitous Uniform Tunic. 
it continued to be worn up to 8 May 1945. 

The pre-war pattern of Officers' Flight 
Blouse continued unaltered throughout 
the war years, although supertor quality 
cloth and the addition of flaps to the side 
pockets proved increasingly popular. 

The Flight Blouse for NCOs and other 
ranks underwent a slight modification in 
December 1940, when side pockets were 
added to all newly issued garments. Troops 
who possessed the old pocketless version 
were required to wear it unaltered until it 
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was no longer serviceable, and stocks of 
this blouse had to be exhausted before unit 
clothing stores were allowed to order the 
new version. 

On 1 October 19405 the Luftwaffe eagle 
and swastika was ordered to be displayed 
on the right breast of the Flight Blouse for 
NCOs and other ranks. Hitherto it had 
been devoid of this emblem, but the onset 
of the war and the need for personnel to be 
easily identifiable brought the insignia into 
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296 The pre-war-pattern 
Flight Blouse for officers. Th~ 
style continued to be worn by 
those officers who possessed 
the garment even after the 
new pattern Officer's 
Fliegerbluse with Side podet 
flaps had been introduced 
Here shown for an Oberleut· 
nant. 

Left: The post-1940 
Fliegerbluse lor an off1cer, 
here worn by a Paratroop 
Leutnant taken prisoner 1n 

Italy. 

Right Unteroffizier Hemtze 
and Gefreiter Hubner (fore
ground) photographed whilst 
on leave from North AfriCa 
Both men wear the Flieger· 
bluse correctly buttoned at 
the neck, main~ to display 
their neck order (see also t!f 
photograph on page 219). 
Arnold Hubner was born at 
Schubin on 14 Ju~ 1919, Ill 
served as a ground gunllel 
the Luftwaffe on the Germr 
home front and in North 
Africa, France and southern 
Germany. He rose to beclll'"f 
a Leutnant, and was decort
ed with the Iron Cross 1st 
Class on 17 June 1941, alll 
the Knight's Cross on 7 Ml 
1942. The 'Afrikakorps' of 
title is just visible on h~ 1'1/. 
forearm. 

Far right Broad white 
one of the distinguiShing 
marks of a Luftwaffe ~ 
officer. Generaloberst K~ 
Commander of a Fliegerka;: 
clear~ shows the double 
white stripes and whrte 
worn on officers' breeches. 

297 The Flight Blouse for 
officers, late pattern as w: 
during 1939-45, here shat. 
for a Sonderfuhrer (R) ran• 
as a Luftwaffe Oberst. 



298 The Flight Blouse for 
NCOs and Men, post-1940 
pattern, here shown for a 
Rieger. 

Far right: A Fallschirmjager 
taken prisoner during the 
American advance towards 
Brest, 22 September 1944. 
lh~ picture clearly shows the 
detenoration in the quality of 
material used for the wartime 
manufacture of garments, in 
ttus case the Luftwaffe Flight 
awe. 

UNIFORMS 
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use. The eagle was required to be sewn on 
the rtght breast of the blouse in a position 
corresponding to that on the Service Tunic. 
Flight Blouses supplied after this date had 
the emblem already sewn on. 

There was no further development of 
these garments durtng the remaining war 
years. 

Trousers and Breeches: 
General Officers' Coloured Broad 
Stripes and Piping 

Before 1943,A coloured cloth strtpes and 
coloured piping were displayed on long 
cloth trousers and rtding breeches worn by 
certain categortes of officers: 
1. General officers displayed white piping 
set into the outer leg seams. flanked on 
each side by a 4cm-wide white cloth strtpe. 
These strtpes were set apart from the white 
piping by a gap on each side measurtng 
0.4cm. In 19436 instructions were issued 
stating that generals, officers of the Luft
waffe General Staff and members of the 
Luftwaffe Corps of Engineers with ranks 
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equivalent to general were no longer 
required to wear the double, broad cloth 
braided strtpes on the long cloth trousers 
(or, presumably on the breeches). The 
coloured piping. however, had to be 
retained. No mention was made in this 
order of the higher officials of the Judge 
Advocate-General's branch, or of the other 
higher officials in the other Judicial ser
vices, but It is safe to assume that this 
economy measure also applied to them. 
2. Armed forces officials with ranks equiv
alent to a Luftwaffe general had the same 
configuration of piping and strtpes but in 
dark green cloth. Then, instructions pro
mulgated by Luftwaffen-VerordnWlgsbl.att 
Order Nr.1871ssued in February 1940 stat
ed that the dark-green piping and cloth 
braided strtpes were to be changed to white 
piping and broad white strtpes on the long 
cloth trousers (and presumably, on the rtd
ing breeches). 
3. Officers of the Corps of Engineers with 
ranks equivalent to general had pink pip
ing and pink cloth strtpes. 
4. Officers of the Luftwaffe General Staff 

A. In October 1939 
orders were pubUshed 
(Luftwa.ffen·Verordmutgs· 
blatt Nr.47, dated 9 
October 1939. p.357. 
Order Nr.875 Issued 12 
September 1939) 
approving the weartng 
of long cloth trousers 
without the broad whitt 
or carmine stripes by 
general officers and offi· 
cers of the Luftwaffe 
General Staff. The ordtr 
also extended to the 
trousers worn by Luft. 
waffe Administration 
Officials (dark green) 
and officers of the Luft 
waffe Corps of Eng!· 
neers (pink) with ranks 
equivalent to general. 



Left The broad white stripes 
and p1p1ng worn on the cloth 
trousers by General der Flieger 
Chnstlensen, Wehrmacht
befehlshaber for the Nether
m, seen in conversation 
IWh Re1Chsle1ter Robert Ley. 

Right The result of wartime 
nstruct1ons abohsh~ng the 
!road stnpes, issued late in 
1943, IS clearly seen here. An 
ttudentlfied Luftwaffe 
Generalleutnant, surrounded 
11t other Police and Luftwaffe 
officers, watches intently as a 

en1ng dev1ce IS activated in 
Berlin 1n September 1 943. It IS 

rooceable that only white 
~pmg IS d1splayed on the 
General officer's breeches. 

had carmine piping and broad cloth 
stripes. 
5. From December 1939 instructions were 
issued7 which allowed higher officials of the 
Judge Advocate-General's branch to wear 
Bordeaux-red coloured piping and broad 
cloth stripes. 
6. These same instructions were extended 
to Luftwaffe higher officials of other judicial 
services. who were permitted to wear wine
red coloured cloth piping and stripes. 
7. From January 1944 Truppensonderdienst 
officers of general's rank were required to 
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wear coloured piping and broad cloth stripes 
to their trouser and breeches. Ught blue was 
worn by General Officers of the TSD admin
istration service, wine red by Generals of the 
TSD Judicial branch, dark blue by Generals 
of the TSD Medical section and dark green by 
TSD Administration General 
8. Officials of generals' rank serving in the 
Building Administration Service (Bautech
nisches Verwaltungswesen) were instruct
ed in August 1944 to change the colour of 
their trouser piping and stripes from red to 
black. 
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Greatcoats and Guard Coate 

The cloth Greatcoat, which formed part of 
the wardrobe of every member of the Luft
waffe, continued to be issued (or pur
chased) throughout the war years. It was 
intended to be worn during cold or 
inclement weather, other than for flying 
duties. 

Details of its cut. colour. appearance 
and mode of wearing for all ranks includ
ing Armed Forces Officials are given in Vol
ume 1933-40, pp. 235-8, as are details 
about the leather coats worn by officers, 
and notes on the raincoats and top coats of 
rubberized material. 

Wartime development of the cloth Great
coat was as follows: 
1. 1n May 1942 instructions were lssueds 
that the wearing of collar patches on the 
Greatcoat by NCOs and other ranks was to 
be discontinued as from 1 October 1942, 
and by officers and other personnel who 
purcha ed their own uniforms from 1 Apri.l 
1943. All units were instructed to observe 
this ruling with the exception of the Luft
waffe Guard Regiment BerHn and the 
F11hrer-Flakabte1lung of the Division 'Her
mann GOring'. 
2. General officers were distinguished by 
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white lapel facings and collar piping to 
their Greatcoats. Administrative officials of 
ranks equivalent to generals had lapel fac
ings and collar piping in dark green; those 
of the Engineer Corps wore plnk. 

Wartime introductions of new colours 
started in December 1939,9 when senior 
officials of the Judge Advocate-General·s 
branch were instructed to wear Bordeaux
red lapels and piping to their Greatcoat col
Jars. Higher officials of oiher judicial 
services were required to display Greatcoat 
lapels and piping of wine red. 
3. This was followed in April 1944 by further 
instructionsiO that extended ihe practice to 
certain officers of the 'Truppensonderdienst' 
(fSD). 

Officers of General rank of the TSD with 
a career in admlnlstration were to wear 
lapel facings of light blue. S1rnl.lar grade 
General officers of the TSD with a career in 
the judiciary were to wear lapel facings of 
wine red. Dark blue was to be used by TSD 
Medical Generals and dark green by TSD 
Admlnlstration Generals. 
4. Finally, In August 1944,il black was 
ordered to be worn as the facing colour for 
the Greatcoat lapels and collar piping for 
construction officers of General's rank in 
the Luftwaffe. 

Below left: The state funeral 
for Generaloberst Udet, 21 
November 1941. luftwaffe 
holders of the Kntght's Cross 
form an escort to the war· 
flag-<:overed coffin borne on a 
gun carriage. Following the 
funeral cortege are ReKhs· 
ma&hall GOring and other 
senior officers from the 
German armed services and 
paramthtary formations (see 
also Volume 1933-40, pp.196 
& 236). The UnteroffiZtereo 
pall-bearers wear the luft· 
waffe cloth Greatcoat 

Below: The state furteral of 
Oberst MOlders, 28 N<1lember 
1941 . Adolf Httler and 
Generalfeldmai'5Chall Erhardt 
Milch (right), accornpamed 11t 

Reichsleiter Marttn Borman 
(left) and SS-GruppenfOhrer 
Julius Schuab, Httler~ Cl~~ef 
Adjutant (behtnd Hltler), lealt 
the forecourt of the Bertin 11 
Mtntstry (see also Volume 



193~. pp.220 & 237). 
k:h wears the cloth great

coat for a General of the Ger-
11\¥1 An Force. The very 
tistinctive white lapel facings 
contrast with the lapels of the 
ooth greatcoat worn by the 
seoor Luftwaffe officer on the 
far left of the photograph. 

Right Generalmajor Neuffer 
~and GeneralmaJor Bas
senge, two of a number of 
5e01or German and Italian 
officers who were captured 
~ the Axis forces capitu
lated 1n North Afrn General-
11'klJClr Neuffer wears the cloth 
~tcoat for a Luftwaffe 
offKer, rts dark blue-grey sdk 
IWlQ bemg ev1dent. Generai
MaJOI Bassenge wears the 
tlle-grey rubberized raincoat 
for luftwaffe officers. 
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Below: Oberst (later GeneralmaJor) Dietrich 
Peltz 1nspect5 the technical members of a fight
er squadron somewhere on the Western Front. 
The officer behind Colonel Peltz, presumed to 
be the squadron commander, wears the blue-

grey leather greatcoat for a1r force officers. The 
men being inspected all wear cloth greatcoats 
without collar patches, which dates the photo
graph as post -October 1942. 299 

' 
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The Guard Coat 
Greatcoat development continued with 
what Is believed to be the wartime Intro
duction of the Guard Coat. This was simi
lar in general appearance to the Luftwaffe 
Greatcoat as worn by the rank and fie , but 
the Guard Coat was considerably bulkier. 
It had an extra-thick 'blanket' lin1ng for 
additional warmth, a deeper-than-normal 
collar, which when turned up afforded the 
wearer better protection from the wind, 
and deep flannel-lined side pockets . The 
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shoulders sometimes had an extra layer of 
cloth or were covered In leather, which pro
tected those required to carry ammunition 
or heavy pieces of equipment and provided 
extra warmth. 

Because this garment was cumbersome 
it was not suited for front-line combat 
duty. Its main use was by crews of fixed 
Flak or searchlight emplacements or by 
persons on guard duty, when warmth In 
cold weather was necessary and freedom of 
movement was not paramount. 

299 The special, heavy-duty 
Guard Coat with blanket lin
ing, deep collar and side 
pockets. 



Above: The heavy-duty, blan· 
ket·lined greatcoat, worn by 
Luftwaffe troops manning an 
observation post and scanning 
the sktes for approaching 
enemy aircraft. The extra· thick 
guard coats. with additional 
rxx:kets, were designed to be 
worn tn very cold weather by 
troops in exposed static or 
lfllll·stattc positions. Note the 
guard boots worn by the man 
oo the left. 

Above right: An 88mm gun 
crew operating at night. All of 
the men wear the heavy-duty 
guard greatcoat for additional 
warmth. 

Right Generalleutnant G. 
~antz and Generalmajor C. P. 
Kochy, both captured in North 
Mnca. arnve at a special 
Er~:~hsh pnsoner-of-war camp 
or sen10r Axis officers in May 
1943. Generalleutnant Frantz, 
irl offKer of the Flak branch 

th£ Luftwaffe, wears an 
1110ff10al sheepskin jacket 
irid a luftwaffe sun helmet, 
Atlie h~ companion wears 
the troptcal version of the 
"'Jtor<yde coat. 

UNIFORMS 

125 



UNIFORMS 

Luftwaffe Protective Work Uniforms 

Special protective clothing was issued to 
those who had to undertake dirty or heavy
duty work. 

On entertng the Luftwaffe, recruits were 
Issued with a heavy-duty fatigue uniform 
as part of their full complement of uniform 
Items and equipment. This was a two-piece 
outfit In oatmeal-coloured herringbone 
twill or blue-grey denim. Its purpose was to 
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avoid unnecessary wear and tear on the 
Service uniform during field training, bar
rack square drill, fatigue and barrack 
duties, and equipment, weapons and vehi
cle cleaning. 

As early as July 1936 the economic sit
uation within the German Reich regarding 
the provision of clothing and the supply of 
raw matertals made it necessary for the 
Luftwaffe authortties to Issue lnstruc-

Left: General der Fallschirm
jager Bernhard Ramcke, (011) 

mander of all German forces 
in the U-Boat fortress of Brest 
is taken into custody as a pm
oner of war of the US VIII 
Army Corps, 24 September 
1944. Ramcke, the Fall
schirmjager officer who led 
the German Parachute 
invasion of Crete. wears a 
privately purchased short
length, double-breasted 
leather coat. Although he 
wears his shoulder-straps oo 
this coat, it is an unoffidal 
garment. 



Above: A paratrooper (wear-
119 the motorcyclists' rubber
~ed protective coaQ and a 
soldier struggle to extricate a 
motor-cycle and sidecar 
eoo1b1nation from the muck 
ald m1re that passes for a dirt 
road, somewhere on the East
ern Front, 2 4 November 
1942. The heat of summer 
and the wheels and tank 
treads of passing vehicles 
turned these dirt roads into 
tracks many inches deep in 
floe cholc.mg dust. The 
autumn rains turned the dust 
~to quagmires of thick, 
OOying mud that was 
extremely d1ff1cult to drive 
tlvough. The cold of the 
RUSSian Winters brought its 
aMI d1fficulties. Whilst it froze 
the mud hard, the surface 
was deeply rutted and usually 
mr a heavy blanket of ice 
aro snow. Only spring 
trough! any relief. 

tions 12 concerning the need to protect arti
cles of clothing, and in particular cloth 
clothing. The Service Tunic was to be used 
for training purposes only when absolutely 
essential. Black drill combination overalls 
were to be worn by crews of anti-aircraft 
artillery units. However. the authorities 
were cognisant of the Luftwaffe's image, 
and on occasions when troops were in the 
public eye they were to wear the Service 
tunic (Tuchrock). as laid down in Anzu
gordnungfor die Luftwaffe (LAO) L.Dv, 422, 
section B. for the appropriate service they 
were undertaking. On manoeuvres, when 
marching, and when journeying in lorries 
through a populated area, the cloth uni
form was always to be worn. 

During the war years the two-piece 
fatigue uniform was also worn by troops 
when clearing rubble from bomb sites and 
sometimes, usually during summer 
months, by crews manning anti-aircraft 
batteries. Because of their light colouring 
these garments were unsuitable for ground 
combat. 
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Two-piece suits and one-piece overalls, 
both in dark blue-grey denim and black 
drill material. were also issued for troops 
who performed dirty and oily tasks, such 
as aircraft and vehicle mechanics , armour
ers and workshop personnel. 

Insignia of rank was worn on all of these 
fatigue and protective work garments. 
These are fully described and illustrated on 
page 131. 

The Reed-Green Two-Piece Denim Suit 
In September 1943 it was announced t3 
that suits of reed-green denim were to be 
introduced for the duration of the war. 
They consisted of a jacket and trousers of 
the same cut and manufacture as those 
used within the Army. This was undoubt
edly an economy measure. By 1943 it was 
considered unnecessary for Luftwaffe per
sonnel to wear blue-grey or cream coloured 
fatigues when they could quite easily wear 
the same-coloured fatigues as worn by 
other ground forces . The manufacturing 
and supplying of a single type of garment 
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rather than a variety of different outfits 
made more sense. and being of a universal 
reed-green colour it had better conceal
ment qualities than the lighter-coloured 
fatigues supplied hitherto. This last aspect 
was an important consideration in light of 
the number of Luftwaffe Fields Divisions 
that had been raised and were required to 
be equipped and supplied with uniforms 
suitable for ground combat. 

Whilst it was of the same pattern as that 
worn in the Army, the reed-green jacket 
had a collar very similar in cu t to the one 
used on the Luftwaffe Fliegerbluse. The 
trousers were also patterned on those worn . 
in the Army, and had a built-in waist belt. 

Officers and Beamte Officials of officer 
rank wore their normal pattern of shoul
der-straps with the reed-green tunic, but 
the braiding of the straps was in matt-grey 
artificial silk rather than the standard s il
ver-aluminium braiding. Normal arm-of
service colours were used. 

NCOs and Men wore detachable shoul
der-straps made from reed-green cloth, 
piped in the appropriate arm-of-service 
colour. Those straps worn by NCOs of 
Unteroffizier rank and above had shoulder
strap braiding in blue-grey artificial silk. 
This same colour and quali ty of 'Litzen ' was 
worn as a 'chevron' on the leading edge of. 
and along the front portion to , the lower 
edge of the collar. When worn, cuff stripes 
were of the same braiding. Those soldiers 
entitled to wear arm rank ch evrons also 
had blue-grey artificial s ilk braiding sewn 
to a triangular backing of reed-green 
denim. 

No collar patches were worn on this 
jacket. The Luftwaffe national emblem was 
worn on the reed-green jacket in the same 
position as on the Tuchrock/Waffenrock. 
The eagle, however, was worked on to a 
base of reed-green material. Normal-pat
tern trade badges in blue-grey cloth were to 
be worn on the tunic. 

The new reed-green denim suit was 
issued to all NCOs and Men, while those 
persons who had to clothe themselves were 
required to purchase it. The jacket cost 
13.11 RM, and the trousers 9 .43 RM. 

The denim tunics and trousers of the 
former pattern, as well as jackets and 
trousers in light summer clothing, were to 
be withdrawn and returned to the Luft
waffe Clothing Department when the reed-
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green suits were issued. There were no spe
cial regulation s governing their disposal. 

Rank Insignia for use on Luftwaffe 
Protective Garments 
From May 1935 to December 1937 a series 
of important instructions were issued cov
ering the wearing of variou s types of rank 
insignia on a variety of protective gar
ments. The first of these instructions was 

301 302 

Rank Insignia for the blue· 
grey rubberized Motor· 
Cycle Protective Coat. 
300 Collar insignia for all 
NCOs. 
301 Cuff insignia for the rank 
of Stabsfeldwebel. 
302 Oberfeldwebel and 
Oberwachtmeister in Troop 
Service, plus, at a later date, 
the ranks of Hauptfeldwe~ 
and Hauptwachtmeister. 
303 Oberfeldwebel and 
Oberwachtmeister. 
304 Feldwebel and Wacht
meister. 

Right: A youthful member of 
a gun crew wearing the one
piece black overalls, Augu~ 
1944. 



far right 
lOS The Comb1nat1on Overalls 

black drill material both 
~and unlined, here shown 
~th rank insignia for a Stabs· 
'eklwebel or Stabswachtmeis· 

touched on in Volume 1933-40. but to 
show their full extent they are given here in 
their chronological order of issue. 

On 27 May 1935 there were issued the 
first of a number of instructions14 dealing 
with the subject of the wearing of service 
rank insignia by Luftwaffe personnel on a) 
the Denim Tunic, b) the Combination Over
alls of black drill material, both lined and 
unlined , and c) the Protective Coat of blue-
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grey rubberized material for use by motor
cyclists. 

On the Denim Tunic and on the Combi
nation Overalls of black drill material, both 
lined and unlined, the following insignia 
was to be worn: 

All NCOs were distinguished by wearing a 
strip of 1cm-wlde grey Luftwaffe rank braid 
down the front edge and around the base of 
their collar, 0.3cm from the edge (Fig. 306). 

rn :rn . 

305 
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left: Two armourers, both 
wearing the one-piece blad 
fatigue overalls, load 
machine-gun ammunillon •· 
saddle and cylinder drums 
The man in the backgroo!"il 
being an NCO, wears bra«<~ 
around his collar. 

Below: A cheerful groop d 
ground mechanics, all we~· 
ing the Luftwaffe Flieger· 
mutze with the exception c! 
the pipe-smoking man 10 

centre, who wears the bla<l 
fatigue cap, part of the bOO 
fatigue uniform. Note that 
only the eagle and swasll~a 
without the cockade ~ 
was worn on the front of 
cap. 



Rank Insignia for the 
Denim Tunic and the Com· 
bination Overalls of black 
drill material both lined 
and unlined. 
306 Collar insignia for al l 
NCOs. 
307 Cuff insignia for the rank 
of Stabsfeldwebel. 
308 Oberfeldwebel and 
Oberwachtmeister in Troop 
Service, plus, at a later date, 
the ranks of Hauptfeldwebel 
and Hauptwachtmeister. 
309 Oberfeldwebel and 
Oberwachtmeister. 
310 Feldwebel and Wacht· 
me6ter. 
311 Hauptgefreiter. 
312 Obergefreiter. 
l1l Gefreiter. 

Right The one-piece off· 
v.!lite fatigue uniform, worn 
l1j light-anti-aircrah gunners 
of the Luhwaffe protecting a 
motorized unit of the Watfen· 
II advancing in Yugoslavia, 9 
April 1941. 

307 

309 

306 

•-E!t 

308 

........ ~:; 
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In addition, the following individual NCO 
ranks were marked: An Oberfeldwebel and 
Oberwachtmeister who was in Troop Ser
vice wore three sleeve rings of lcm-wide 
Luftwaffe rank braiding on both forearms, 
with 0.5cm between each ring and with the 
bottom edge of the lower ring lOcm from 
the end of the cuff (Fig. 308). This partic
ular distinction was also extended to those 
persons who held the appointment of 
Hauptfeldwebel and Hauptwachtmeister 
when these positions were introduced 
much later. 

An Oberfeldwebel and Oberwachtmeis
ter wore two sleeve rings of the same size 
on each forearm, quality and position as 
before (Fig. 309). 
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A Feldwebel and Wachtmeister wore sin
gle sleeve rings. 0.5cm wide and 10cm from 
the bottom edge of each cuff (Fig. 310) . 

Persons holding the rank of Unterfeld
webel and Unterwachtmeister displayed 
only the collar braid as an indication of 
their rank. 

A Gefreiter wore a single arm chevron 
(Fig. 313), an Obergefreiter a double arm 
chevron (Fig. 312), and a Hauptgefreiter 
a triple chevron badge (Fig. 311) . They 
were all positioned, point down, on the 
centre of the left upper arm. All chevrons 
were made of grey cotton braid with a dis
tinctive pattern (not silver-aluminium) . 
They were 1cm wide and had an outer 
edge length of Scm and an inner angle of 
60". When worn as a double or triple 
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chevron badge, the chevrons were set 
0.2cm apart. 

(Fig. 307 shows the rank distinction as 
worn by a Stabsfeldwebel and Stabswacht
meister. These ranks were introduced later, 
long after the issuing of the 1935 orders, 
and their insignia was eventually added to 
the existing insignia.) 

Officers were also distinguished when 
wearing the black drill Combination Over
alls by displaying a form of insignia. All 
officers were instructed to wear a single 
1cm-wide cuff-band of white material, pre
viously introduced by L.D. Nr. 1667/33 
dated 13 January 1934. The 1935 instruc
tions do not state the precise position on 
the Overalls for this cuff-band, nor whether 
they were worn as a pair of bands. 

Above: Three members of a 
Hamburg Flak battery pho
tographed on the day they 
were presented With the 
Cross 1st Class, August 194~ 
(see also photographs on 
pages 290 to 294). The 'Rf 

dirty off-white, one-p1ece 
fatigues worn by the g 
on the right contrast With 
freshly laundered off-white 
fatigue jacket worn by~ 
of the men in the back
ground. 



Above: Men of a Sluka 
~ron unload bombs from 
a ary 1n readiness for arming 
"e!r aircraft, August 1943. 

On the Motor-Cycle Protective coat of 
blue-grey rubberized material, the rank 
insignia as described above was worn by all 
the ranks mentioned with just two excep
tions: 

All NCOs. regardless of individual rank, 
were distinguished from Other Ranks and 
officers by wearing a short length of Luft
waffe-pattern, dull-grey rank braiding 
along both leading edges to the collar of the 
Motor Cycle Coat (Fig. 306). The second 
exception was the position of the various 
sleeve rings. Unlike the two previous gar
ments, the rings worn on the Motor-Cycle 
Coat were positioned on both forearms 
15cm from the bottom of the cuffs. 
Because the coat was a rubberized water
proof garment, all insignia were required to 
be stuck to the surface of the coat with a 
rubber adhesive solution, and not stitched. 
According to the 19351nstructions, officers 
were distinguished when wearing the 
Motor-Cycle Coat by wearing two 1cm-wide 
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and 15cm-long stripes of braid stuck to 
each arm 12cm from the point of the shoul
der. 

Rank Insignia for Flight Clothing 
On 6 January 1936 further instructions 
were promulgated (issued December 
1935)15 setting out precise details for the 
wearing of new-style rank insignia on the 
three types of issue flight clothing. as well 
as on other protective garments. The 
badges, which took the form of stylized 
wings worn separately, in combination, or 
with one or more narrow rectangular bars, 
were positioned in the centre of both upper 
arms. midway between the elbow and the 
shoulder seam on the following garments: 
the Protective FUght Combination Clothing 
for Summer, the Protective Flight Combina
tion Clothing for use over Land during Win
ter, the Protective Flight Combination 
Clothing for use over Sea during Winter, 
the Protective Coat in grey twill , formerly 
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314 

320 

j~l 315 
326 

321 

327 

328 

323 

318 !E3f~l 
324 
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R.Jnk Insignia for Flight 
Oothing, Protective Cloth· 
ing, Coats and other 
Protective Garments. 
314 Generalfeldrnarshall. 
315 Generaloberst. 
316 General der Flieger, etc. 
317 Generalleutnant. 
318 General major. 
319 Oberst. 
320 Oberstleutnant. 
321 Major. 
l22 Hauptmann. 
323 Oberleutnant. 
324 leutnant. 
325 Stabsfeldwebel. 
326 Oberfeldwebel, Haupt
feklwebel and Oberfahnrich. 
327 Feldwebel. 
328 Unterfeldwebel and 
fahnrich. 
329 Unteroffizier 

Right: Luftwaffe rank insignia 
worn on the flight jerkin by 
Hauptmann (later Major) 
Wilhelm Mortiz (left) and on 
an animal-skin coat worn by 
Major (later Oberst) Walther 
Dahl, Knight's Cross holder 
(11 March 1 944), on the 
nght. The badge for the 
Captain is in white on navy 
blue backing, one of the two 
standard-issue types of flight 
dothing rank badges. The 
badge worn by Major Dahl 
appears to be of a different 
colouring. This photograph 
was taken on 8 July 1944, ten 
days before Wilhelm Motitz 
was awarded the Knight's 
Cross. It also seems from the 
date of this photograph that 
MaJor Dahl is addressing the 
men of a special wing formed 
1o combat the USAAF day 
bombers, of which he was 
appo1nted Kommodore. 
Known as JG zbV. and later 
redesignated JG 300, it had 
two 'Ram Groups' attached. 
On 26 January 1945 Dahl was 
appointed 1nspekteur der 
Tagjager (Inspector of Day 
f~hters). 

referred to as the Denim Tunic, combina
tion Fatigue Clothing (previously referred 
to as Combination Overalls) in black drill 
material, both lined and unlined, Motoring 
Protective Coat In b lue-grey rubberized 
material, Anti-Gas clothing, Anti-Acid 
clothing, Rubber Clothing and Training 
Track Suits. 

The chart of special rank insignia oppo
site shows the full extent of the develop
ment of this insignia. The original range of 
badges introduced in 1936 extended only 
up to the rank of General der Flieger etc. 
(Fig. 316}, and did not include the item for 
wear by persons with the rank of Stabs-
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feldwebel (Fig. 325). This rank. together 
with that of Generaloberst (Fig. 315) and 
Generalfeldmarshall (Fig. 314) was intro
duced when these ranks were created at a 
later date. 

The dimensions of the indlvtdual badges 
were given as lOcm wide and, in the case of 
the stylized wings, 2cm high at their high
est point. The bars, also 10cm wide. were 
1cm high. When worn in combination, 
each set of wings or wings and bars were 
set 0.5cm apart and sewn on a rectangle of 
backing material of an appropriate size. 
This backing material was in a tan cloth, 
slmilar to the light sandy-coloured mater!-
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al of the Protective Flight Clothing Combi
nation for summer wear, and was for wear 
on that particular garment. 

Rank badges worn on the other two 
flight protective suits were backed with 
dark blue cloth. The two most senior ranks 
had designs embroidered on to an appro
priately coloured oval backing. Badges that 
were worn on anti-gas, anti-acid or rubber 
protective garments were stuck to the 
material with a special adhesive. 

Items 314 and 315 were embroidered in 
gold-coloured threads, Item 314 having the 
addition of a pair of crossed silver batons at 
the base of the wreath of oakleaves. 
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Items 316 to 318 were produced from 
yellow cloth, and the remaining items. 319 
to 329, were of white cloth. The rank star 
at the base of Item 325 was embroidered in 
white threads. 

The January 1936 Instructions Intro
ducing these badges of rank also set out 
precise details regarding who was to wear 
these badges and on what garments . Items 
316 to 324 and 326 to 329 were for wear on 
the three patterns of Flight Protective 
Clothing, the Protective Coat in grey mate
rial, the Anti-Gas and Anti-Acid clothing 
and the Sports Track Suit by all ranks from 
General der Flieger. etc. , to Unteroffizier. 

Left: Oberstleutnant Werner 
Molders presents the Iron 
Cross 1st Class to a sen1or 
NCO from his squadror. On 
his flight jeri: in Molders weiJI 

the flight clothing rank 
insignia that had white 
'wings' and 'bars' on a light 
tan backing. 



Luftwaffe Engineer Corps 
and Naviga~ional C~rps 
Flight Clothmg Ran ber 

. 2 Novem Insignia, mea 
1940 to 1945. ) 
330 Generalleutnant (lng .. 
331 GeneralmaJor (lng.). 
332 Oberst (lng.). 
l33 Obersleutnant (lng.). 
334 Major (lng.). ) 
335 Hauptmann (lng .. 
336 Oberleutnant (lng.). 
337 Leutnant (lng.). 
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When worn on the Fatigue Clothing (Com
bination) In black drill material. both lined 
and unlined, and on the Motoring Protec
tive coat In blue-grey rubberized material. 
only the officers' Insignia was to be used 
(Items 314 to 324). This was because other 
forms of rank insignia had been authorised 
for the NCO ranks (see Volume 1933-40, 
page 240). Wartime economy measures 
made it necessary to reduce the two badges 
worn on the Motoring Protective Coat by 
officers to a single badge worn on the left 
upper arm only. On the rubber clothing 
only the Insignia for NCOs was displayed 
(Items 326 to 329), presumably because 
officers were not expected to use this type 
of garment. 

It was common practice, especially dur
ing the war years , for officers of the Luft
waffe to use the rank badges on other 
semi-official garments such as the variety 
of flight jerkins and animal-skin coats. The 
same system of badges was also used on 
the Parachute Jump Smock, the Luftwaffe 
Field Division camouflage jackets. and, to a 
limited degree, on the tropical shirt. 
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ln December 1937 additional Instruc
tions were issuedl6 setting out the regula
tions for the wearing of a new range of rank 
badges on all the various forms of protec
tive garments , as previously listed, by 
members of the Luftwaffe Corps of Engi
neers. 

In place of the double stylized wing 
badges. Engineer Corps members wore 
badges featuring four -, three- or two-blad
ed propellers worn above one or two nar
row rectangular strips in the following 
manner: 

A three-bladed propeller in yellow above 
a single yellow strip was worn by the rank 
of Leitender-Flieger-Chieflngenieur (Fig. 
330). 

A two-bladed propeller In yellow set 
above a single yellow strip was worn by the 
rank of Flieger-Chefingenieur (Fig. 331). 

A white four -bladed propeller above two 
white strips denoted the rank of Flieger
Hauptstabslngenieur (Fig. 332). 

A white three-bladed propeller set above 
double white strips was worn by a Flieger
Oberstabslngenieur (Fig. 333). 

left: Luftwaffe rank 1ns19rua 
of the type worn on flight 
clothing was also used by 
troops of the Fallsch1rm~ 
arm and the Luftwaffe F1eld 
Divisions on their camouflage 
jump smocks and field jade& 



Luftwaffe Administrative 
Officials' Flight Clothing 
Rank Insignia. 
The terms captioning these 
Illustrations represent just a 
single type appointment per 
set of insignia. Rank terms 
shown in parentheses are the 
equivalent rank in the 
luftwaffe proper. (For a com
plete list of Administrative 
Official types and terms of 
appointment see Volume 
1933-40, page 124 ) 
338 Ministerialdirektor 
(Generalleutnant). 
339 Ministerialdirigent 
(Generalmajor). 
340 Ministerialrat (Oberst) 
341 Oberregierungsrat 
(Oberstleutnant). 
342 Regierungsrat (Major). 
343 Oberregierungsinspektor 
(Hauptmann). 
344 Regierungsinspektor 
(Oberleutnant). 
345 Regierungssekretar 
(leutnant). 

338 

339 

340 

341 
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A two-bladed propeller in white above 
two white strips denoted the rank of 
Flieger-Stabsingenieur (Fig. 334). 

A white four -bladed propeller above a 
single white strip was worn by a Flieger
Hauptingenieur (Fig. 335). 

A white 3-bladed propeller above a white 
single white strip was worn by Flieger
Obertngenieur (Fig. 336). 

The badge of the lowest Engineer Corps 
rank, Flieger-Ingenieur, was a white two
bladed propeller above a single white strip 
(Fig. 337). 

The dimensions of the three types of 
propeller were given as 6cm high for the 
two-bladed type, 4.5cm high by 5.5cm wide 
for the three-bladed type, and 6cm high by 
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6cm wide for the four-blader. The horizon
tal strips were lOcm long by 1cm high. 
Each badge was set on a triangular-point
ed patch of material of the same quality as 
previously described for the Flight Suit 
insignia worn by Luftwaffe personnel. 

It should be remembered that these 
instructions were issued in 1937, when the 
above Engineer Corps ranks pertained. 
Early in 1940 these rank terms changed, 
and they changed again in November of the 
same year. 

The rank terms used from 1935 to 1940 
were: 

Leitender Flieger-Cheflngenieur 
Flieger-Chefingenieur 
Flieger-Hauptstabsingenieur 

left: Oberst Ramcke 
decorates a senior non
commissioned officer after the 
battle for Crete. The Oherfeld
webel has sewn four hand
made rank wings to the arm 
of his tropical shirt. 



Flieger-Oberstabsingenieur 
Flieger-Stabsingenieur 
Flieger-Hau ptingenieu r 
Flieger-Oberingenieur 
Flieger-Ingenieur 

ln early 1940 the rank terms changed to 
the following: 

Flieger-Gen ralstabsingenieur 
Flieger-Generalingenieur 
Flieger-Oberstingenieur 
Flieger-Oberstabsingenieur 
Flieger -Stabsingenieur 
Flieger-Hauptingenieur 
Flieger-Oberingenieur 
Flieger-Ingenieur 

On 2 November 1940 the ranks were 
changed for the third and fmal time, and 
for the duration of the war they were as fol
lows: 

Generalleutnant (Ing.) 
Generalmajor (lng.) 
Oberst (lng.) 
Oberstleutnant (lng.) 
Major (Ing.) 
Hauptmarm (lng.) 
Oberleutnant (Ing.) 
Leutnant (lng.) 

These changes in rank terms in no way 
altered the pattern of rank insignia worn 
on protective clothing. The badges were 
worn on both upper arms of the various 
garments until 4 August 1942 when, owing 
to economic measures, it was ordered that 
only one badge need be worn, on the left 
upper arm. 

Regiment 'General Goring': Wartime 
Development. 

Of all the units in existence from 1935 to 
1945, the formation that bore the title Reg
iment 'General Goring' was arguably the 
fastest growing and probably the most 
complex of all Luftwaffe formations. 

As is the case with the R giment's pre
war development, to understand the 
changes of insignia and styles of dress 
brought into use during the war years, it is 
necessary to cover in broad outline the 
wartime development of the Regiment. 

Established on 23 February 1933 as a 
Special Police Battalion, 'Polizeiabteilung 
Wecke' underwent various changes in its 
structure and a number of changes in its 
title. By 1 April 1935 it was known as Reg
iment 'General Goring' and on 1 October of 
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that year it was officially incorporated into 
the Luftwaffe. The bulk of the Regiment 
spent the first months of the war in Ger
many. and not until the spring of 1940 
were units engaged on active service, in the 

orwegian Campaign. The main body of 
the Regiment took part in the a sault on 
Belgium on 10 May 1940 and saw ervice 
during the invasion of the Netherlands. 
After the fall of France in June 1940 the 
Regiment was stationed on the Charmel 
coast for a while, and later a igned to 
anti-aircraft duties around Paris. Later in 
1940 the Regiment returned to Germany, 
where it took part in the air defence of 
Berlin until called upon to take part in the 
opening stages of the inva ion of Russia in 
June 1941. By then it had been upgraded 
to a motorized regiment and was known as 
Regiment (mot) 'Hermann Goring'. The 
summer of 1942 saw the Regiment 
enlarged and on 15 July 1942 it was redes
ignated Brigade 'Hermarm Goring'. The 
brigade con isted of one Rifle (SchOtzen) 
Regiment and one Anti-Aircraft Arti llery 
(Flak) Regiment. The rank and file of these 
two regiments continued to wear their dis
tinctive white collar patches edged in rifle
green and bright red respectively. 

Personnel of this new unit continued to 
wear their former 'General Goring' forma
tion cuff-title until late August 1942, this 
being the latest date for the change to the 
new cuff-title 'Hermarm Goring'. initially in 
Gothic lettering, later in block lettering. 17 

(Seep. 97 for further details.) 
ln October 1942 the Brigade was on e 

more enlarged, this time to divisional 
strength. Again it was retitled as Division 
'Hermann Goring·. The first pattern of 'Her
mann Goring' formation cuff-title was 
replaced by a formation title with the Divi
sion's name in block letters. 

Extensive changes in the arm-of-service 
colours worn within the Division were 
brought into effect by an Order dated 4 
January 1943. 18 

While officers of the formation continued 
to wear their distinctive white collar patch
es edged in twisted silver cord , CO and 
other ranks were issued with new sets of 
collar patches. These were also of white 
cloth. but edged in a variety of colours 
according to their arm-of-service. Their 
blue-grey cloth shoulder-straps were witl1-
out exception piped white. Officers had 
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white underlay to their shoulder-straps 
(see p. 55). This range of Insignia was 
shortlived, however, for In April 194319 a 
further complete change of Insignia was 
undertaken. The coloured edging to the 
collar patches worn by the rank and file 
was done away with and all personnel wore 
white collar patches (officers' edged with 
silver twisted cording) and the shoulder
straps of all ranks displayed their various 
ann-of-service colours, underlay for offi
cers and piping for NCOs and other ranks. 
Both the 4 January and 2 April 1943 
Insignia Introductions are set out In full on 
pp.55 and 56. 

This was the last change In distinctive 
Insignia associated with this formation. 
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However, the Division was converted to an 
armoured division on 21 May 1943 with 
the title Panzer-Divlslon 'Hermann GOring'. 
In February 1944 It was retitled 
Fallschirm-Panzer-Divlslon 'Hermann 
GOring' and finally, on 1 October 1944, It 
was upgraded to a Parachute Armoured 
Corps (In all probability not a full-strength 
corps) and entitled Fallschirm-Panzer
Korps 'Hermann GOring'. 

All personnel were Issued with and wore 
regular Luftwaffe uniforms. When serving 
In hot climates they wore tropical uni
forms. Crews of armoured fighting vehicles 
erving In temperate climates wore the dis

tinctive black two-pi ce uniform normally 
associated with the crews of Army AFVs. 

Below. Troops of the Regt· 
ment 'General Gonng' parade 
along a street of an umdentr 
fted French town. Both the 
black panzer uniform and the 
blue-grey Luftwaffe umfoon 
are tn ev1dence. 



Right Field Post being passed 
out to the men of a 'General 
Gar1ng' detachment. This 
shows an interesting mix of 
the black panzer uniform, 
blue-grey Luftwaffe garments 
and the Waffen-55-pattern 
camouflage smocks. 

with Luftwaffe insignia, breast eagle, collar 
patches, shoulder-straps and formation 
cuff-titles. Troops manning the 'Hermann 
Goring' tank destroyers and self-propelled 
assault guns wore the Army pattern of spe
cial field-grey uniform but with the addi
tion of Luftwaffe and Hermann Goring 
Divisional insignia. 

For full details of these items of insignia 
as well as the uniforms themselves see 
p.l44 and below. 

A limited number of Division 'Hermann 
Goring' personnel were issued with camou
flage smocks and steel helmet covers of the 
same pattern as used within the Waffen-SS 
(see p. 228). They also wore heavy duty, 
padded and reversible winter uniforms, 
and camouflaged field smocks of the typed 
used extensively by troops of the Luftwaffe 
Field Divisions. 

Details of all these items can be found 
elsewhere in this book under their appro
priate headings. 

The Special Black Panzer Uniform for 
Crew Members of Armoured Vehicles of 
the Luftwaffe 
The uniform chosen as the Service Dress 
for Luftwaffe members of armoured fight-
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ing vehicles from the Regiment 'General 
Goring' and later Division 'Hermann 
Goring' was the special black Panzer Uni
form as worn within the German Army. It 
consisted of a short black double-breasted 
jacket, worn with a mouse-grey collar
attached shirt and black neck tie and long 
black trousers (Fig. 346). 

The jacket was normally worn open at 
the neck, with the two top buttons undone 
in order to fold back the wide lapels. When 
it was worn in this fashion, the mouse-grey 
shirt and black tie were visible. During cold 
weather the jacket's lapels could be folded 
across the wearer's chest and buttoned 
closed to afford a certain amount of addi
tional frontal warmth. 

The jacket was designed so that few 
buttons were worn on the outside of the 
coat and there were no external pockets. 
With the exception of the two small black 
horn buttons positioned one above the 
other on the far right side of the chest, 
which were intended to secure the left 
lapel when the jacket was worn closed up 
at the neck. and the two blue-grey metal 
buttons used to secure the shoulder 
straps. no other buttons were visible on 
the outside. This lack of external buttons. 
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pockets and flaps, coupled with the tight 
fit of the jacket, facilitated the entering 
and leaving of the confmed interiors of 
armoured vehicles . The large buttons used 
on the inside of the double-breasted, fly
fronted jacket were made of dark blue-grey 
or black horn. 

The special black cloth trousers were of 
the same cut and design for all ranks. The 
full-length trousers had a built-in waist-belt 
fastened with a two-pronged buckle. The 
two side pockets. the single rear hip pocket 
and the small 'fob pocket' all had button
down pocket flaps. The ends of the legs were 
sharply tapered and were worn gathered 
and tied around the tops of the short black 
leather lace-up ankle boots or marching 
boots, giving the trousers a 'bagged' loose 
appearance over the ankles of the boots. 

The insignia worn on the Jacket was a 
mixture of Luftwaffe and Army Panzer 
items, as follows . 
1. The national emblem, worn over the 
right breast. was the standard-pattern 
Luftwaffe breast eagle 'and swastika. How
ever. the design - in grey cotton threads for 
NCOs and men and silver-aluminium bul
lion for Officers - was initially worked on to 
a backing of blue-grey cloth, although later 
these emblems were produced with a black 
cloth backing. 
2. The collar of the jacket was known to 
have been piped white, although contem
porary photographs, some of which are 
reproduced here, show the majority of per
sonnel wearing the Panzer jacket without 
piping to the collar. 
3. Collar patches worn on this black uni
form were of two types: 
(a) Patches of the type, size and shape 

normally found on the Army Panzer 
Uniform. They were of black cloth 
piped white (as opposed to the Army's 
pink Waffenfarbe). and bore a white
metal Panzer skull (Fig. 347). These 
were worn by members of the Panzer 
Regiments. 

(b) All-white patches, unpiped and of simi 
lar shape and size to normal Luftwaffe 
collar patches, bearing a white-metal 
Panzer skull (Fig. 348). These were 
worn by members of Panzeljiiger 
abteilung (anti-tank detachments). 
As with Army Panzer troops, the prac

tice existed within the Luftwaffe Panzer 
regiment whereby, in place of normal collar 
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346 The Special Uniforms for 
crews of Armoured Fighting 
Vehicles and for Self-Propelled 
Assault Gun and Tank 
Destroyer Units. These gar
ments were manufactured in 
black material for wear by 
troops of armoured vehicles 
of Division 'Hermann Goring' 
and in field-grey for the Divi
sions' artillery troops operat
ing enclosed armoured 
self-propelled assault guns. 
tank -destroyer and armoured 
reconnaissance vehicles. 

347 Collar patch for Panzff 
troops from Division' 
Hermann Goring'. 
348 Collar patch for troops 
from the Anti-Tank Detach· 
ments of the Division' 
Hermann Goring'. The 
distinctive Death 's Head c ,. 
patch associated with Ge111 
Army Panzer Units was 'lxt· 
rowed' by the Luftwaffe a~ 
adapted to their needs 



Right RKT Karl Rossmann, 
Reg1ment 'General Goring'. 
Rossmann continued to wear 
the white piping to the collar 
of hiS Panzer uniform long 
after this distinction was 
abolished. 

patches, only the white-metal Death's head 
was worn. mounted directly into each col
lar of the Jacket. 
4. The shoulder-straps for men and NCOs 
were made from black cloth and. where 
appropriate. had NCO rank braiding of 
Luftwaffe patterning (see page 62). Officers 
insignia was of the standard pattern. Both 
the piping to the NCOs/Mens shoulder
straps and the underlay to the officers 
straps was white. 
5. Those senior privates entitled to rank 
chevrons (see page 131) wore these on the 
left upper arm. The Luftwaffe patterned 
braiding was mounted on black material 
before being sewn to the sleeve. 
6. Cuff titles of the appropriate type were 
worn on the right forearm. This subject ls 
covered in the section devoted to Luftwaffe 
cuff titles (see page 97). 

The head-dress worn with the special 
uniform varied. As early as April 1938, 
members of the Panzer-Spah-Zug from the 
Regiment 'General Goring' were issued with 
the black Panzer Beret (Schutzmutze) with 
Luftwaffe insignia. This type of head-dress 
was discontinued in January 1941. Crew 
members were Issued with a black version 
of the Fliegermutze. and later still with the 
black version of the M43 Replacement 
Flight Cap. the Einheltsfliegermutze (for 
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further details see page 112, under 'Luft
waffe Head-dress'). 

It was permissible for the troops to wear 
the regulation pattern Luftwaffe Uniform 
Peaked Cap (Schirmmutze) with the Spe
cial Panzer Uniform, and steel helmets 
were frequently worn. both out of necessity 
and for parade purposes. 

During periods of cold weather the crews 
of these armoured vehicles wore the 
reversible winter uniform (see page 229). 
The Luftwaffe blue-grey greatcoat was also 
worn with the black Panzer uniform (see 
opposite page) . 

The Special Field-Grey Uniform for Luft
waffe crews of Tank Destroyer and Self
Propelled Assault Gun Units of Division 
'Hermann Goring' 
This uniform. introduced in 1944. was of a 
similar design to the Special Black Panzer 
Uniform described above. but manufac
tured from field-grey material and later 
blue-grey cloth (actually the field-grey uni
form was dyed blue-grey) . 

The insignia worn on the Jacket was the 
same as that used on the Panzer Jacket. 
except that the background material for the 
breast eagle and rank chevrons. where 
worn. was of field-grey or blue-grey cloth to 
match the fabric of the respective Jacket. 

145 



5. PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALISI' 
CLOTHING 

Fying Suits 

Experience gained during the Great War 
enabled the Luftwaffe Clothing Authorities 
to design, manufacture and supply all Ger
man air crews with standardised protective 
flying suits for wear when undertaking mil
itary flights . 

Pre-war there were three patterns of 
one-piece flying suits available, each 
designed to be worn for specific climatic 
conditions and for use over different ter
rain. These garments continued in service 
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right up to the end of the war in Europe. 
During the war a two-piece flying suit. 
known as the 'Kana! Suit' was introduced 
and flight jerkins became popular. 

All three of the protectiv~ flying suits 
were combination suits of the type that 
required the wearer to step into the legs of 
the garment before pulling on the upper 
part and then making fast the various zip 
fasteners. press studs and tabs. 

It was essential that the flying suit was 
of a suitable fit for the individual airman. 
To achieve this the cut of the suit had to be 

Below: After a seeming~ 

successful flight, the aM of • 
Junkers Ju 88 remove thetr 
summer-weight flying 
uniforms. 



Below: The Ughtweight Tan 
Summer Flying Suit for Flights 
rNer all types of terrain. 
ReKhsrnar5ehall Goring talks 
to a1rcrew members during a 
11511 to an a1rfield somewhere 
oo the Eastern Front, October 
1942. 

such that when seated it was not constrict
ing to the wearer and that the collar of the 
suit was not too tight. The suit had to be 
sufficiently loose fitting so as to be worn 
with comfort over any service uniform. The 
trouser legs of the flying suit had to be the 
same length as the trouser legs of the ser
vice uniform. This requirement was ascer
tained by the trousers part of the flying suit 
being pulled up moderately tight under the 
crotch and with the zip fasteners left 
undone the legs of the flying suit had to 
correspond in length to the service 
trousers. 

The sleeves of the suit had to be wide 
enough at the armhole for the wearer to 
freely move his arms and clasp them 
together over his head without being 
restricted under his armpits. When stand-
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ing at attention the length of the sleeves 
were required to reach down to the upper 
thumb joint. Finally the pockets of the fly
ing suits were not to be covered by the 
straps of the parachute harness. 

The Lightweight Tan-coloured Combina
tion Flying Suit for flights during Summer 
over all types of terrain, Type K So/34. 
(Flieger - Schutzanzug fiir Sommer [Kom
bination], Baumuster K So/34). 
This was manufactured from heavy-duty 
tan coloured cotton material, was raglan in 
style and had a built-in waist belt of brown 
leather. The garment weighed 1. 700 
grarnmes. It was normally worn with the 
unlined flying helmet of matching material. 
Rank insignia was worn on this suit, 
halfway between the shoulder seam and 
the elbow of both upper arms. the insignia 
usually stitched to a rectangle of material 
of the same quality and colour as the suit. 

The Combination Flying Suit for use over 
Land in Winter, Type KW l/33.(Flieger
Schutzanzug -Land-fiir Winter [Kombina
tion), Baumuster KW 1/33). 
Sometimes referred to as the 'Bulgarian 
Suit', this item was manufactured from blue
grey, Impregnated heavy-weight material 
known as Velveton. It was a one-piece step
in garment. having a fleece lining and a 
black sheepskin covered collar. It was nor
mally worn with the fleece-lined leather hel
met and fleece-lined leather gauntlets. Fleece 
lined flying boots completed the outfit. 

Rank insignia for all ranks from Unter
offizier to Generalfeldmarschall were 
stitched on a cloth base of coloured mater
ial matching the suit and worn in the same 
position as on the lightweight summer fly
ing suit. 

This garment weighed 5,000 grarnmes. 

The Heavyweight Combination Flying Suit 
for Maritime Flying in Wmter. (Flieger
Schutzanzug- See- fiir Wmter [Kombina
tion], Baumuster KW s/34). 
This was a one-piece garment of dark 
brown calfskin leather lined with natural 
coloured sheep's fleece. The collar was 
faced with clipped sheepskin. It was worn 
with the fleece-lined leather flying helmet. 
gauntlets and heavy-duty flying boots. 
Rank insignia was stitched on to a base of 
thin. dark brown leather matching the suit 
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Above: The one-piece fleece-lined Flying Suit for Winter Flights over Water. 
The crew of a Hemkel He 111 after their safe return from a bombing raid on 
the Shetlands. 

Right: A side view of the Winter Flying Suit. 

148 

Left: The two-piece fur·lltf'l 
flying suits introduced dunf9 
the war, and worn by a1ru!\l 
on both the Eastern and 
Western Fronts, are here 
being worn by fighter plio~ 
operating from an a1rli€1d rt 
the north-east front, Feb!ld) 
1944. 



Right An interesting mixture 
of cold-weather garments. 
The airman on the left wears 
the one-piece fur-lined winter 
flymg suit, whtle the man in 
the centre and the pilot on 
the right wear the fur-lined 
fltght jerkin and the trousers 
of the 'Invasion Suit'. All are 
members of a Junkers Ju 87 
diVe-bomber squadron 
operahng on the Eastern 
front, February 1944. 

Below: An NCO crew 
member of a Junkers Ju 52 
removes his Winter Flying 
Sutt. The thickness of the 
fleece lining is evident. 

Below right: The Winter 
Flying Suit, showing the fur of 
the wide collar. 
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and positioned on the arms as described 
for the lightweight summer suit. This item 
weight approximately 7,000 grammes. 

The Electrically Heated Flying Suit. 
This special suit was intended to be worn 
over the service uniform and beneath the 
flying suit. It was specifically designed to be 
worn for cold weather flying in order to 
supply additional warmth to the airman's 
hands, head and feet by means of electric-
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it:y drawn from the aircraft's own power 
supply passing through a series of insulat
ed elements built into the fabric of the suit. 
A single. external lead from the back of the 
suit plugged into an electrical point inside 
the aircraft. The suit had drawbacks, not 
least of which being the restriction of move
ment caused by the plugged-in lead, and 
for this reason, despite the warmth it pro
vided, It was not a popular garment to 
wear. 

Left: The jacket of the two
piece fur-lined flying suit WOOl 

with the trousers from the 
so-called 'Invasion Suit'. A 
Stuka Unteroffizier pilot takes 
a hurried bowl of soup some
where on the Eastern Fron~ 
January 1944. 



349 & 350 The Electrically 
Heated Flying Suit, front and 
rear views. 

349 

Flying Helmets 

The use of flying helmets by aircrew dates 
back to the earliest days of flying. From the 
beginning of the First World War the open 
cockpits demanded some form of protec
tion from the elements. Leather helmets 
that covered the head, from the upper brow 
to the nape of the neck covering the wear
er's ears, were held in position on the head 
by an adjustable chin strap. These helmets 
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gave the wearer a limited degree of protec
tion from minor knocks and bumps. but 
were of little use for anything more severe. 

The introduction of radio transmission 
for use in these early aircraft meant that 
the flying helmets were required to incor
porate earphones and a microphone. How
ever, advances in aircraft design brought 
about enclosed cockpits and cabins, so fly
ing helmets were no longer needed to pro
tect the occupants from wind and rain 
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and, to a lesser extent. cold weather. The 
Luftwaffe authorities and the manufactur
ers of flying helmets were aware that the 
helmet's principal purpose. therefore. was 
to support the earphones, microphone 
and. later still, the oxygen mask and flying 
goggles. It was realized that, to fulfil the 
requirements of a fully functional flying 
helmet, two important requirements had 
to be met: 
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1. The helmet had to guarantee a fault
less fit without pressure on the ears, and 
must not hinder the free movement of the 
wearer. 
2. It was Imperative that the acoustic 
quality of the built-in microphone and 
earphones could provide a clearly audible 
and sufficiently loud transmission while at 
the same time suppressing most external 
sounds. 

Left: A civilian test pilot at the 
controls of a Heinkel He 111 
bomber. He wears the Luft· 
waffe-issue tan lightweight 
fl0ng helmet. 



Below: The right side of the 
summer flying helmet. Note 
the note pad fixed to the test 
pilot~ right th1gh. 

The communication system incorporat
ed in these helmets was used for radio 
transmission between aircraft, from air to 
ground and , in the case of aircraft with sev
eral crew members. for crew intercommu
nication. To use the system the pilot had to 
press a button on the control column or on 
the joystick grip . 

During the decade from 1935 to 1945 
the German Air Force made use of three 
basic types of flying helmet. These were: 
a . Made of linen, for use during temperate 

summer. Most of these carried the des 
ignation ·s· for 'Sommer'. 

b. Made of leather and lined with lambs 
wool fleece for winter weather. both 
with and without provision for radio 
communication. These were designated 
with a ·w for 'Winter'. 

c. A lightweight helmet formed from net 
panels for wear during hot weather or 
in tropical areas. These models carried 
the designation 'N' for 'Netz'. 
There were a number of variations of 

these three types . All of these helmets. the 
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basic models and the variations. are 
described and illustrated below. Many of 
the features. regardless of the individual 
model, and many aspects of the wearing 
and use of these helmets. applied to all 
models. The first two helmets are therefore 
dealt with in some detail, and these details 
apply to the other helmets. All Luftwaffe 
flying helmets were issued with a machine
woven cloth label sewn to the inner lining, 
showing the name of the manufacturer. the 
supply number and the helmet model 
number. Additional information was some
times provided. 

Model FK 34 Flier's Helmet for Summer 
without Accommodation for Earphones 
(Flieger-Kopfhaube fiir Sommer ohne FT
Geriit, Baumuster FK 34) 
This was manufactured from five sections 
of tan-coloured linen material lined with 
slate-grey synthetic satin, and was possibly 
the simplest of all of the Luftwaffe Flying 
Helmets. It was so designed that, when the 
helmet was correctly fitted , the edging to 
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Above left: A rear VIew of 
the lightweight flymg helmet 
showing the vertical leather 
straps that retained the 
elasticated strap of the 11)1ng 
goggles. 

Above: The bomb aimer 
takes aim. A clear VIew o the 
crown to the lightwe1ght 
summer flying helmet, shoYr 
ing the tunnel and the 
adjustable elasticated strap 
with its wire hook that 
supported the werght of the 
oxygen mask. 

Left: The fleece-lined leathe! 
flying helmet -Without ear· 
phones - worn by an aenal 
obseiVer operating a camera 
from the rear cockpit of an 
early Luftwaffe biplane. 



Right: leutnant (later Major) 
Wick with a very young 
friend, photographed when 
he flew with 1/JG 53 in the 
summer of 1939; hence the 
net helmet. Helmut Wick was 
born on 5 August 1915 at 
Mannheim and, after Molders 
and Galland, was the third 
most successful German fight
er pilot until his presumed 
death in the autumn of 1940. 
On 28 November 1940, when 
he was Kommodore of JG 2 
and had 56 aerial victories to 
hiS credit, his Bf 1 09 was 
severely damaged in aerial 
combat south of the Isle of 
Wight by Aying Officer John 
Charles Dundas of 609 
Squadron. He was seen to 
parachute into the Channel, 
but his body was never 
recovered. Almost immediate
~after bringing down Wick, 
Dundas was attacked by 
Wick's No 2 and shot down 
after being chased out to sea. 
His body was never recovered. 

the front part of the helmet was 1cm over 
the wearer's eyebrows, and It was tight 
enough to prevent air passing between the 
helmet and the wearer's head. Worn by air 
crews manning aircraft and gliders with no 
provision for radio, It weighed approxi
mately 11 Og. 

The FK 34 was secured by dual chin 
straps of calf leather. These crossed under 
the chin, and their respective lengths. 
which were passed through narrow retain-
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ing strips of leather, were fastened on 
either side of the helmet by a single
pronged metal buckle. The right-hand 
strap was 16cm long for helmets of 57cm 
headsize, and for helmets of 58cm head
size and over this strap was 2cm longer. 
On either side on the back of the helmet 
were two short leather straps. Each had a 
single snap fastener on its upper end 
which in effect provided two generous 
loops to accommodate the elasticated 
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strap of the flying goggles. Positioned 
inside a tunnel on the crown and the front 
part of the helmet was a short strap of 
woven material fitted with a metal hook to 
support the weight of an oxygen mask. 

Early-model Flier's Helmet for Summer 
with provision for earphones, the Model 
LKp S 53, and the Standard Flying Hel
met for Summer with Provision for Ear
phones, Models LKp S 100 and LKp S 
101 (Flieger-Kopfhaube fiir Sommer mit 
FT-Gerii.t) 
The LKp S 53 was similar In appearance 
and manufacture to the FK 34. but incor
porated a set of earphones and twin throat 
microphones. Unlike some other models. 
the external leather protections for the ear
phones on this helmet did not incorporate 
a notch or lip on the upper part of both cov
erings designed to stop the strap of the fly
ing goggles from slipping off the leather 
mounds. It is believed that this helmet was 
renumbered as the Model LKp S 64. 

The notches on the protective covering 
for the earphone housing were a feature of 
the next two models. the LKp S 100 and the 
LKp S 101. 

The early model and the two variants of 
the summer-weight flying helmet were 
made from tan-coloured linen material 
with an inner lining of slate-grey synthetic 
satin. The LKp S 53/LKp S 64 and the LKp 
S 100 had bakelite protective housings for 
the earphones. while the housings on the 
LKp S 101 were of moulded dark brown 
leather. The housings on all three variants 
were lined internally with lambswool pads 
around the leather covered aperture ring. 
These pads helped to spread the pressure 
on the sides of the wearer's head, and left a 
central space between the ears and the ear
phones free from obstruction. 

On the backs of the helmets were two 
short leather straps with snap fasteners , 
designed to hold the elasticated strap of 
the flying goggles. When the goggles were 
pushed up on to the head. these retaining 
straps stopped the strap from slipping off 
the helmet. Also on the rear of the hel
mets. in the centre of the base edge next 
to the nape of the neck. was the entry 
point for the short length of microphone 
cable complete with a four -pin male cou
pling jack plug. When in use. this cable 
was plugged into the female half of the 
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plug with its I. 3m length of corresponding 
flexible four-core cable. two cores feeding 
the microphone and the other two the ear
phones. 

In the event of an emergency exit from 
an aircraft, there was no need for the wear
er to disconnect the jack plug. The cable 
would separate from the helmet with just 
3kg of pulling force. However. it was con
sidered advisable. if possible. to remove the 
helmet and oxygen mask before abandon
ing the aircraft, and to leave the whole sys
tem hanging in the cockpit. 

The helmets were secured on the head 
by the usual dual chin straps .. Each left 



Lett: The fleece-lined leather 
flying helmet- with ear
phones - worn by the wireless 
operator of a Focke-Wulf 
Condor long-range reconnais
sance aircraft who is enjoying 
a mid-flight bowl of hot soup. 

Right: The fleece-lined leather 
flying helmet with earphones. 

and right strap was adjusted and buckled 
to a single-pronged metal buckle on the 
opposite side of the helmet. 

On the Model LKp S 64 the oxygen mask 
was simply attached by two hooks located 
on either side of the helmet. The throat 
microphone on the LKp 64 was of the built
in type, set inside the right-hand chin 
strap. The throat microphones on the LKp 
S 100 and LKp S 101 were mounted on two 
leather straps which were secured at the 
rear of the helmet. These straps. which 
contained the microphone cables, were 
adjustable on both sides of the neck by 
means of single-pronged metal buckles. 
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The straps met in the front of the neck and 
were fastened together by two snap fasten
ers. 

The oxygen mask was secured to the fly
ing helmet by having each end of its main 
supporting strap hooked on to a single 
hook on each side of the helmet, located 
just below the protective cover to the ear
phones. This ensured that the mask was 
pressed firmly over the nostrils and mouth, 
and it was further supported by suspen
sion from a single, non-elastlcated fore
head strap attached to the strap and slide 
buckle fitted to the central crown of the 
helmet. 
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Model LKp 54 Summer Flying Helmet 
with Accommodation for Earphones for 
use by Flight Commanders 
(Fliegerkopfhaube mit FT fiir Komman
danten - fur Sommer) 
This helmet was a variation of tlle Model 
LKp S 53 (above). its chief characteristic 
being that the two inputs of lhe earphones 
were connected to two different systems 
which al lowed tlle wearer to receive two 
separate but different signals. 

LKp W 54. The Luftwaffe Regulations, LDv 
422, in Jude a de cription of the Flier's 
Helmet for Commanding Officers for Win
ter. given this designation. 

Model K/33 Flier's Helmet for Winter with
out Accommodation for Earphones 
(Flieger-Kopfhaube fiir Winter ohne FT
Geriit) 
Similar in construction to llie FK 34, lhe 

ummer-weight helmet without earphones, 
the Model K/33 helmet was made of dark 
brown goat's leallier lined with lambswool. 
It wa intended for wear during winter 
montlls and in cold climates by crew mem
bers who were not required to operate radio 
equipment, or by crews undergoing train
ing. It had an average weight of 205g, and 
its official designation was 'K/33'. 

Flier's Helmet for Winter with Accommo
dation for Earphones (Flieger-Kopfhaube 
fiir Winter mit FT-Geriit, Baumuster LKp 
W 53, LKp W 100 und LKp W 101) 
Helm ts with provision for bolli earphones 
and throat microphones were al o provided 
for aircrew lo wear during winter and in 
cold climates. A number of models existed. 
each with llieir own model number. but all 
were very s imilar in construction to the 
K/33 previously de cribed . 

The Model LKp W 100 was made of 
dark brown goat's leather with wh ite 
lambswool lining. The earphone protec
tive housings were of dark brown bakelite 
without tlle notch to prevent slippage of 
the goggles strap. Two snap-fastened 
leather straps located vertically at the 
rear of the helmet held the strap of the 
goggles in place. The helmet had twin 
leather chin straps attached left and 
right, the ends of which were fastened on 
eith er cheek of the helmet by a single
pronged metal buckle. The oxygen mask 
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was attached at three points on the hel
met. A metal hook was located on each 
side just below th earphon housings , 
and a small triangular -shaped wire hook 
attached to a short length of adjustable 
woven strap was positioned on the brow 
of the helmet to support the weight of the 
mask. The openings for the earphones on 
the inside of the helmet were rimmed with 
a light-tan leather-covered metal plate, 
and were lined with lamb wool to prevent 
undue pressure on the ears. The throat 
microphone was located on a single 
leather strap attached to an elasticated 
strap fastened to U1e left side of the hel 
met. In the corresponding po ition on tlle 
right side was an elastic strap with a sin
gle-pronged metal buckle. When buckled 
together Of! the right s ide of the neck , 
these two straps allowed an operationally 
correct and comfortable fit. The coupling 
for the microphone was the four -pole, 
break-type Model LKp W 100, which up to 
October 1937 bore the official Luftwaffe 
supply number Fl 31219. 

The Model LKp W 101 was very similar 
in construction and appearance to tlle 
Model LKp W 100. but differed in having 
earphone housings covered externally in 
dark brown leather with a moulded notch 
for retaining the strap of the flying goggles. 
The oxygen mask was attached in the same 
manner as for the W 100. The forehead 
strap, which was anchored to tlle back of 
tlle crown of the helmet, was housed in ide 
a flat 'tunnel' on the crown and was 
adjustable by means of a sliding metal 
buckle tllat ensured tlle correct support on 
tlle brow of lhe helm t for lhe non-elasti
cated, vertical supporting strap of the oxy
gen mask. 

LKp N 101 Lightweight Netting Helmet 
(Netzkopfhaube LKp N 101). 
This helmet was designed to be worn by 
pilots flying during summer months and in 
areas of hot tropical climate. Its purpo e 
was to support the earphon s, to accom
modate the throat microphone and to 
accept the attachment of the oxygen mask. 
Because of its lightweight netting construc
tion it afforded the wearer little or no head 
protection. It tended to be worn by pilots of 
fighter aircraft, since it was relatively easy 
to put on during a 'scramble'. The whole of 
llie upper part, the crown of the helmet, 



Right In an effort to afford 
h1mself some form of head 
protection, the beam gunner 
of a Focke-Wulf FW 200 
Condor long-range reconnais
sance a1rcraft wears his Luft
waffe steel helmet. 
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and the neck at the rear were made from 
panels of dark brown cotton mesh netting. 
A band of dark brown leather traversed the 
brow, and was continued around the cir
cumference by a cloth band. Dark-brown 
leather earphone housings were mounted 
on leather panels on either side of the hel
met, and the protective covers to the ear
phones had moulded notches. A vertical 
leather strap, snap-fastened at its lower 
end. was positioned directly behind each 
earphone-housing mound on either side of 
the helmet to retain the strap of the flying 
goggles. 

The throat microphones were located at 
the ends of two short leather straps. These 
were anchored at the nape of the neck and 
were adjustable for length around the 
throat by means of single-pronged metal 
buckles on either side of the neck straps. 
The two straps were fastened across the 
front of the throat by twin snap-fasteners 
(or sometimes a single fastener) . A row of 
three small metal-rimmed holes on each 
side of the helmet, just in front of the lower 
portion of the earphone housing mounds, 
allowed a retaining stud to be screwed into 
one of three positions to serve as the 
anchor point for the two-point oxygen 
mask. Each end of the oxygen mask retain
ing strap had a shaped wire suspender 
hook which was hooked around these 
retaining studs. The left-hand wire hook 
had a short metal tab at right angles to the 
wire hook to enable the pilot easily to grip 
the hook at the end of the retaining strap 
and secure the mask across his face. or to 
undo the retaining strap before removing 
the mask. 

Variants of the LKp N 101 model helmet 
had the addition of the usual third attach
ment point to support the oxygen mask 
and ensure a proper fit. Located on the 
crown of the netting helmet, this consisted 
of an adjustable strap and wire hook. The 
hook on the end of the vertical forehead 
strap attached to the upper edge of the 
rubber face mask was engaged in the wire 
hook on the helmet and. when correctly 
adjusted, supported the weight of the 
mask. 

Protective Flying Helmet, Model SSK 90 
On 8 May 1941 the Clothing Authorities 
announced I that flying personnel in active 
service units were to receive a special steel 
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helmet as protection against small-calibre 
bullets and shell splinters. It would be 
worn over the normal flying helmet. 

This oval-shaped helmet was construct
ed from overlapping armoured plates, 
0 .1cm-thick. of chrome nickel steel. It was 
covered in brown goats' leather on the out
side. had foam rubber padding on the 
inside and was lined with brown cotton 
material. 

The helmet had a distinctive shape, fea
turing a deep neckpiece and semi-circular 
cut-outs on each side to accommodate the 
earphones of whichever flying helmet was 

Above: An aenal gurmer 
wears his steel helmet bcrl 
front over hiS cloth flyJOg 
helmet. 



351 A Model1935 steel 
helmet specially adapted for 
wear by aircrew members 
requiring a measure of head 
protection. An example of this 
particular helmet is preserved 
at the Imperial War Museum, 
london. It is evident that the 
modification to the sides of 
the helmet were executed 
under local conditions. The 
~des have been heated and 
hammered out to form bulges 
large enough to accommo
date the earphones of the 
flight helmet. The lining has 
been removed and extemp
orised neck and chin straps 
have been added. 

Right: The special protective 
'Fiiegerstahlhelm' for Luft
waffe aircrews. 

A. See page 321 of 
'Headgear of Hitler's 
Germany' VoL 1, Heer. 
Luftwaffe, Kriegsmarine. 
by JUl Halcomb-Smlth 
and Wilhelm P.B.R. 
Saris assisted by Otto 
Spronk. 

being worn. For quick removal the upper 
front was fitted a grab pad {Anfasswulst, 
literally 'a grabbing hold of pad') which 
extended from just above the centre of the 
brow to the crown of the helmet. It was fit
ted with a snap-fastened chinstrap. The 
weight of the helmet was given as being 
about the same as the Model 1935 steel 
helmet. 

It has been statedA that the helmet was 
unpopular because it was heavy and 
uncomfortable, and it saw only limited use. 
Being deemed 'unacceptable for service at 
the front' it was withdrawn from use on 26 
May 1941. I have been unable to trace any 
order of that date. but evidently the helmet 
was not universally worn despite the 
claims for its protective qualities. 

Development of Protective Helmets for 
Airmen 
The medical authorities of the Sanitats Ver
suchs -und Lehrabteilung der Luftwaffe 
{the Medical Experimental and Instruction 
Detachment of the Air Force) at JOterbog 
concerned themselves with, among many 
other things, the problem of head injuries 
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sustained by aircrews. The head was espe
cially vulnerable to gunfire through cockpit 
windows. and in accidents was liable to 
strike the instrument panel or other hard 
surface. resulting in serious. if not fatal. 
injury. 

The 'Fiiegerstahlhelm' 
A laminated steel helmet for airmen had 
been designed by the Von Diringshofen 
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brothers , but had proved too heavy to be 
satisfactory. Justus Schneider of the Luft
waffe Medical Experimental and Instruc
tion Detachment made improvements to 
the helmet and reduced the weight to about 
950g (2lb) while improving its bullet-proof 
qualities over those afforded by the Ger
man Army Model 1942 steel helmet. 

The protective laminated steel helmet 
was worn over the net-type flying helmet. It 
was fastened by a chinstrap fitted with a 
patent lock. Appropriate cut-outs were pro
vided for earphones. The earpieces were of 
steel. The 'Fliegerstahlhelm' proved so sat
isfactory in service testing that In the win
ter of 1944/5 the medical authorities 
proposed its adoption. It was introduced in 

left and right: The speckll 
protective 'Fiiegerstahlhelm' 
for Luftwaffe aircrews. 

3 52 The special protectNe 
helmet for aircrew peoore 
left side shown. 



several divisions towards the end of the 
war and satisfied all demands. With regard 
to accident protection it was superior to 
any non-rigid protective helmet, particular
ly the US Army A1r Force crash helmet, by 
about 400 per cent. Further protection 
from shrapnel was afforded by splinter 
proof goggles. 

Oxygen Masks 

The oxygen mask was an essential item of 
flight equipment issued to all crew mem
bers who were required to operate in air
craft capable of high altitude flying. Its 
function was to provide an uninterrupted 
supply of oxygen to enable the wearer to 
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breath oxygen laden air when the ambient 
air supply was too rarefied to sustain life. It 
can be said that an oxygen mask consisted 
of a number of important, integrated parts: 
the oxygen which was provided from com
pressed bottles; the hose through which 
the oxygen was drawn; the valve within the 
hose which governed the flow in of oxygen 
and out of expelled air; the mask to which 
the hose was connected and which formed 
an air-tight fit to the wearers face; and 
finally the supporting straps which held 
the mask in place. 

Considerable research was undertaken 
both before and during the war to perfect a 
satisfactory oxygen mask. The Luftwaffe 
introduced a number of different patterns 
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of oxygen masks between 1934 and 1944, 
each one intended to be an improvement 
on the last or designed for specific aerial 
use. 

The Model HM-5 and HM-15 Oxygen 
Masks 
Pre-war Luftwaffe aircrews were equipped 
with either the Model HM-5 or HM-15 
masks, the only difference between these 
two models being their size. Both types 
were produced in large quantities. The 
mask consisted essentially of the mask 
body, its T -shaped sealing frame and the 
attached soft chamois which made the 
mask warmer and softer to wear and, as it 
covered the chin and checks, also helped to 
protect the face from frost-bite. Each mask 
was provided with three straps: the head
strap which supported the weight of the 
mask and hose and the two side straps 
each with built-in steel wire spiral springs 
pressed the mask against the wearer's face . 
The harness supporting these straps was 
attached to the helmet. The connecting 
piece for the hose was attached to the mask 
body. At the back of this connection was 
the expiratory valve and in front was a re
inforcing rubber plate. Below the valve 
hung the hose, an elastic, flexible and cor
rugated tube (being corrugated prevented 
the tube from collapsing when bent). The 
hose had a total of 40 ridges with an exter
nal diameter of 30mm and an inner diam
eter of approximately 18mm. At the far end 
of this hose was attached the 'male' ele
ment of the quick-disconnect and the 
clothing clip. 

The quick-disconnect, which had been 
in use before 1934, connected the hose 
from the oxygen system to the mask hose. 
It was designed and produced by the 
Dragerwerk of Lubeck and later by the 
Auergessellschaft, Berlin. The connection 
had to be fastened firmly enough to prevent 
unintentional disconnection, but loose 
enough to allow for quick manual or auto
matic disconnection in emergencies. 

The greatest difficulty encountered with 
oxygen masks was the problem of icing 
with the consequent breathing of ambient 
air. The icing arose from condensation of 
the moisture contained in the expired air. 
During inspiration, the cold, dry oxygen 
passed from the system through the hose 
into the mask and then into the lungs of 

164 

the airman. During expiration the warm, 
moist expired air flowed through the mask 
and the connecting piece and out through 
the expiratory valve. The expired air met 
the cold dry oxygen in the mask body and 
in the upper part of the hose with the 
result that the moisture in the expired air 
condensed and froze within the hose. Reg
ulations allowed for the quick-disconnect 
to be disengaged from time to time and the 
ice kneaded out of the hose. However, with 
this procedure it was possible for small 
pieces of ice to remain trapped in the expi
ratory valve during the expiratory phase, 
thereby freezing the valve in the open posi
tion. This resulted in the breathing in of 
ambient air and hypoxia. In order to detect 
such icing, it was necessary periodically 
for the wearer to occlude the mask hose 
and inspire deeply. He should have been 
unable to inhale either oxygen or air. Any 
entrance of air gave proof that the expira-

Below: The observer of a 
reconnaissance a~raah 
the type of oxygen mask 
worn with e1ther the l~ght· 
weight summer helmet 
fleece-lined leather wmter 
helmet. 



Above: The type of oxygen 
"laak worn with the net flying 
helmet. 

tory valve had leaks caused by icing. In the 
event the valve was frozen. the only reme
dy was to change masks quickly or to 
descend to a lower altitude. Attempts to 
thaw the valve by hyperventilation were 
rarely successful. 

The Fighter Mask Modell0-69 
This mask was introduced early in 1937 
and became very popular due to its handi
ness, although the mask was of the same 
basic design as the HM-5 and HM- 15 Mod
els and was also subject to freezing. This 
mask was produced in four sizes and in 
May 1937 Instructions were published in 
Luftwa.ffen-VerordnW1gsblatt Nr.18 for 3 
May 1937, Pages 226-7 Order Nr.545 giv
ing details of the simplified retaining 
straps. The mask had two suspension 
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points. The airman could wear the mask 
hanging on one side of the head so that it 
was always ready for use, It taking only a 
matter of seconds to hook it on to the sec
ond clip on the other side of the flying hel
met when required. 

The pr9blem of freezing in oxygen masks 
as described above led to experiments in 
electrically heating the most vulnerable 
part of the mask. namely the expiratory 
valve. It was found that heating the mask 
electrically did not protect it from freezing 
but only shifted the freezing zone. Preheat
ing of the oxygen was often demanded but 
it was found to be very disagreeable since 
the preheated oxygen dried out the respira
tory passages. In addition It was physiolog
ically uncomfortable and unnatural to 
expose the body to sub-zero temperatures 
and at the same time to breathe warm air 
or warm oxygen. Several models of experi
mental oxygen preheaters were coupled to 
the quick-disconnect. ln order to heat the 
oxygen in the mask to an agreeable tem
perature. the oxygen temperature had to be 
raised quite high when the ambient tem
perature was -60°C, since the preheated 
oxygen was cooled again in the numerous 
recesses of the mask hose before It reached 
the mask. Preheating directly at the mask 
was too disagreeable. On the basis of these 
results, preheating was rejected. The heat
ing of the expiratory valve alone, aimed at 
protecting the models HM-5 and HM-15, 
masks was not satisfactory. Though the 
valve did not freeze, icing within the mask 
hose was not prevented. Furthermore. the 
valve body had to be made of metal instead 
of plastic, with the result that an unheated 
valve froze even more easily than did the 
standard plastic valve. Failure of the elec
tric heating always had to be considered, 
produced by a loose contact, a blown fuse. 
a disengaged plug, etc. 

The Electrically Heated Oxygen Mask, 
Model HME 30 
This was designed by the Dragerwerk of 
Lubeck and Noeckel of Berlin and repre
sented the very latest type of electrically 
heated oxygen mask. 

In this model the inspiratory duct was 
separated from the expiratory duct for the 
first time so that freezing in the mask hose 
was impossible. The inspired oxygen 
passed on both sides of the expiratory duct 
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which was countersunk in the lower front 
part of the mask, and flowed through the 
oval openings on each side of the partition 
of the mask into the mask Itself. The mask 
was shaped like the head of a snake. The 
mask body was constructed in two layers. 
The expiratory valve was heated electrical
ly to 60°C. A thermostat installed in the 
expiratory valve switched off the current 
after this temperature had been reached. 
The current was earned by a cable vulcan
ised into the mask hose. This cable led to a 
special connection at the quick-disconnect. 
The measurements of this special discon
nect were the same as those of a normal 
quick-disconnect. so the two were inter
changeable. This disconnect was developed 
by the Dragerwerk of Lubeck, in collabora
tion with Noeckel of Berlin and with the 
Erprobungsstelle at Rechlin. Even though 
the expiratory valve would freeze after a few 
hours if used unheated , the mask was 
much better than earlier types. In 1938 the 
Erprobungsstelle, Rechlin recommended 
this mask to the German Air Ministry for 
adoption. It was not officially adopted 
because a non-freezing high altitude mask 
was invented which was not electrically 
heated. This model was adopted by the 
Luftwaffe and later by some foreign coun
tries. 

The Non-Freezing Oxygen Mask, Model HM 
51 (10-67) 
1939 saw the adoption by the Luftwaffe of 
the design for an oxygen mask that would 
not freeze even without electric heating. 
This mask, the Model HM 51(10-67) . 
proved so satisfactory that foreign coun
tries either copied the mask or adopted Its 
principles. 

It was so designed that the cold. dry oxy
gen flowed in through the hose entering the 
mask and the lungs through a soft rubber 
inspiratory flutter valve. The expired air, 
saturated with moisture, covered and heat
ed the entire inner surface of the mask and 
flowed out through the expiratory valve 
which lay protected on the inside of the 
mask, into the expired air space and then 
into the ring chamber out into the open air. 
It was still possible for the actual conden
sation of the moisture of the expired air to 
occur within the mask but since the aver
age temperature was between +14°C to 
+16°C within the mask whilst the outside 
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temperature was -60°C degrees centigrade 
ice was unable to form. However, ice did 
form on the outside of the hose where it 
was harmless and the slightest movement 
caused it to fall away. Cold air blowing 
against the mask was unable to reach the 
expiratory valve because the flowing air 
reaching the opening of the ring chamber 
and the expired-air space produced a 
dynamic pressure and could not enter the 
expired-air space. The opening tension of 
the expiratory valve was plus 13mm. This 
was sufficient to permit its use with the 
adjustable regulator. The double wall of the 
lower part of the mask gave it additional 
protection from the cold. However, It was 
later determined that this cold protection 
was unnecessary in cabin aircraft. There-

Above: An UnteroffiZ!er 
poses by his aircraft The 
flexible tube of the oxygen 
mask was corrugated to 
prevent it from collapsng 
when bent. When the mall 
was worn ins1de the a1raa 
the end of this flexible tu~ 
was connected to the con · 
ers of pressurized oxygen 
carried on board. When~ 
mask was worn outside ~ 
aircraft (which was very 
infrequently), as seen here. 
then it was a s1mple matter 
to tuck the loose end of~ 
flexible tube inside the flying 
suit. 



Below: An Oberleutnant 
navigator of a Dornier Do 18 
ftting boat wearing Auer 
Model 306 flying goggles of 
the two-piece large-lens type. 
liM! small me1allinking bar 
across the bridge of the 
goggles, joining the two 
separate eyepieces, can be 
leell. 

fore it was eliminated in the later Fighter 
and Fighter-Bomber Oxygen Mask, Model 
10-6701. 

The Fighter and Fighter-Bomber Oxygen 
Mask, Model 10-6701 
This mask was identical to the non-freezing 
mask HM-51. However, the new model was 
provided with a two-point attachment sim
ilar to the old pattern of fighter mask Model 
10-69. The anti-frostbite chamois and the 
double wall of the HM-51 mask were left 
out. which made the mask much lighter 
and handier. There were, however, com
plaints about the unsatisfactory fitting of 
the mask. 

The Oxygen Mask '44 
In 1944, the unsatisfactory fitting of the 
10-670 I mask was corrected experimen
tally by adoption of the sealing frame as 
used in the non-freezing USAAF A-10 
mask. The combination of the German 10-
6701 and the American A-10 masks 
proved so satisfactory during testing that 
the Erprobungsstelle. Rechlin. proposed 
that it be adopted. However. as with a 
number of late war German experimental 
items they were devised too late to be put 
into production. 

Fying Goggles 

Airmen needed goggles to protect their eyes 
from wind, glare, dust, insects or flying 
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fragments. but their use presented disad
vantages. Inherent optical deficiencies, 
narrowing of field of vision. absorption of 
light. fogging and reflection made the wear
ing of goggles a necessary evil. 

Fogging of the goggles was annoying. 
Moisture was deposited on the lens when it 
was in contact with air whose saturation 
point for water vapour was higher than the 
temperature of the glass itself. In winter 
weather. goggles were normally warmed up 
before use. by such means as keeping them 
in a pocket of a flying suit. Contact with the 
goggles by air saturated with moisture. 
escaping through leaks in the upper rim of 
the oxygen mask. had to be avoided. In 
combat, pilots whose missions required 
very rapid changes in altitude. especially 
fighter and dive-bomber pilots in the 
Mediterranean theatre. complained of their 
goggles fogging over. During steep dives, 
marked sweattrig occurred on both the 
inner and outer surfaces of the goggles 
because they had been cooled at the high
er altitude. 

Flying Goggles (Fliegerbrille) 
A number of different companies produced 
flying goggles (Fiiegerbrille) for the Luft
waffe. but in general the goggles appear to 
have been of two basic designs. The most 
common type were those that had a pair of 
large curved lenses held in metal frames 
mounted on rubber eye pieces. The second 
type had much smaller, oval-shaped glass
es. and were frequently worn with shatter
proof dark-tinted lenses. 

The first type of goggles were produced 
under the trade names of German manu
facturers such as Auer, O.C. Wagener 
GmbH of Rathenow, Uvex, Leitz, Philipp M. 
Winter of Fi.irth, and Cellowaro. The second 
type were universally known as 'Nitsche 
und Gilnther', after the two optical scien
tists who designed the goggles in collabora
tion with Professor Knothe, head of the 
Medical Experimental and Instruction 
Detachment of the Luftwaffe. 

First Type of Flying Goggles 
Although the goggles produced by individ
ual firms had slight differences, the overall 
appearance and function of all models was 
very similar. They all had large, elliptical, 
curved lenses. each lens set into a light 
metal frame which in turn was stitched 
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Above: The Auer 305, m 
295 flying goggles. The one
piece moulded rubber face 
mask is well illustrated 

left: The dorsal turret guM!' 
of a Focke-Wulfe Fw 189 
looks down the s1ghts of Ill 
twin MG 18Z 7.9mm 
machine-guns. He ~ wean"'l 
the dark, oval shaped N~ 
and Gunther shatterproof 
goggles on his hghtwetght 
summer flying helmet 



Above: A Hauptgefreiter 
wearing what appear to be 
Auer Neophan motorcyclist's 
goggles on his steel helmet. 

Right: The Leitz anti-dust and 
ann-glare goggles issued and 
v.un 1n great numbers by 
German troops serving in 
North Africa. They were small, 
rexpens1ve, lightwe1ght, 
p10tected the eyes from dust, 
and, be1ng fitted with lenses 
of dark brown glass, were 
well suited for the strong sun
hght of desert regions. They 
were not suitable as flying 
goggles. 
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either to a moulded rubber eye piece in 
two-piece goggles. or to a moulded rubber 
face mask in the one-piece variety. The 
colour of the metal frames varied from 
blue-grey to dark green. The lenses were 
removable and interchangeable between 
clear glass and tinted green or brown glass. 
On most two-piece goggles of this type the 
two lenses were joined across the brtdge of 
the goggles by a small metal linking bar 
that housed an adjustable screw which 
held the two eye pieces together. This screw 
allowed a limited amount of adjustment to 
the fit of the lenses against the wearer's 
face. Each pair of goggles had a wide, 
adjustable elasticated head strap. 

The goggles were usually issued in a 
purpose-made cardboard box with a 
removable lid. This contained one complete 
set of goggles, a spare head strap and two 
extra sets of lenses, one set in clear glass, 
the other of tinted (Umbra!) glass. Each 
lens was wrapped individually in thin 
brown paper, and they were placed as pairs 
inside a specially shaped cloth cover. Other 
types of container were also used. as many 
as five sets of replacement lenses being 
provided in some instances. 

Goggles similar to those descrtbed above 
were also produced as a one-piece item, the 
metal frames holding the lenses being 
stitched to a single, moulded rubber face 
mask. 

Nitsche and Gi.inther Shatterproof 
Flying Goggles 
The Luftwaffe medical authortties knew 
that perforation of the eye, even by minute 
metal. glass or plastic fragments, could 
destroy a person's vision, so flying goggles 
had to be shatterproof. with lenses of plas
tic or of splinterproof glass of Triplex qual
ity. The advantages of this glass were that 
it could be produced with ground-in refrac
tion. it was not easily scratched, and It was 
impervious to harmful ultraviolet rays. 
These requirements led to the development 
of the German Nitsche and Gunther splin
terproof flying goggles (Nitsche und Gun
ther Flieger-Splitterschutzbrlllen) . The 
lenses had a minimum thickness of 2mm, 
and their great curvature made them high
ly resistant to Impact. 

The first pattern of these goggles was of 
rtgid construction, but later models had a 
folding nose-piece across the brtdge of the 
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nose and elastic head straps for ease of fit. 
They were supplied in an elongated oval 
metal storage case clearly marked with the 
specification of the contents. 

While these goggles brought a marked 
reduction in the number of perforation 
injuries in the Luftwaffe, they offered no 
protection against very large fragments 
capable of causing cerebral injury. On the 
other hand, many cases were recorded in 
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which there were many small fragment 
wounds scattered over the exposed part of 
the face whilst the eyes behind the goggles 
were unharmed. 

Flying Boots 

Alrcrew were issued with fur-lined boots 
that were normally intended to be worn for 
flights that exceeded a height of lO,OOOft. 

Left: Oberstleutnant Galland 
and his squadron pet. Gal~nd 
is wearing what appears to bf 
an Irvin suit -jacket and 
trousers - plus his issue Luft· 
waffe flying boots. 

Right: Wearing a combma· 
tion flying suit and an mflat· 
able life jacket. and wrth CJe 

pistol cartridges strapped 
around the tops of h1s flymg 
boots, an NCO pilot oo stirld
by checks details over a field 
telephone, 25 June 1942. 



353 Luftwaffe-issue f~ing 
boots, nght boot shown. 

353 
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Flying boots were an intergral part of the 
issue flight clothing and, being fur -lined, 
were particularly well suited for cold 
weather. However. these boots had disad
vantages: after they had been worn for any 
undue length of time the nap of the inner 
fur sole flattened down and this reduced 
the boots insulating properties: they 
afforded no protection against fractures 
and joint injuries: they were unsuitable for 
walking any distance, for instance, after a 
forced landing. 

The authorities were aware of these 
drawbacks and considered that airmen at 
risk of being brought down or having to 
make a forced landing on difficult terrain 
would have a better chance of surviving if 
they were to wear adequately sized climb
Ing or skting boots. Galoshes of windproof 
canvas, which could be worn in snow and 
which afforded good insulation because of 
the enclosed air layer. were also consid-
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left: A prec1ous moment of 
relaxation is Interrupted Lux. 
an Alsatian, takes an 1nterest 
1n the black rabbit comfort
ab~ nestl1ng 1n the lap of a 
p1lot offiCer on standby on a 
German airfield somewhere 'n 
the West. 



Right: Part of the winter fly· 
1ng suit were the fleece-lined 
gloves. worn here by the 
observer of a Heinkel He 111 
bomber. 

ered, but. like many late-war innovations, 
were never put into effect. The problem of 
whether or not to replace the issue flying 
boots with some other more suitable form 
of footwear was never resolved. 

Flying Gloves: 

Gloves were an integral part of the flying 
suit. Their purpose was to both protect 
and to warm the hands of the wearer. 
Made from either black or dark brown 
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calf leather and lined with fleece · they 
had the normal complement of four fin 
gers and one thumb and had either a 
shortened wrist or were of the gauntlet 
type . 

Flight Jerkins 

The flight jerkin was a convenient, semi
official garment very much favoured by air
crews, particularly those flying single-seat 
aircraft. There seems to have been a wide 
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Flight Jerk1ns were produced 
1n a vanety of materia~ and 
many des1gns. 

Above: A photograph ta en 
on 22 May 1942 of four 
f1ghter aces from 
Jagdgeschwader MOlders. VJG 
51 . All are holders of the 
Kmght's Cross, and when~ 
photo was taken had 
between them over 250 atr 
Vlctones to the1r credit From 
left to nght Oberfeldwebel 
(later Hauptmann) Henndl 
Hofeme1er (51 kil~). Leutnar: 
Erwm Fle1g (65 k1lls), Ha • 
mann He1nz Bar (105 bl~) 
and Hauptmann Josef Kra 
(48 killS) 

left: An umdentlf1ed 
mann weanng an ammal 
fleece-lined Jerkm. 

Opposite page, top left 
Obersleutnant Walter 
weanng a wh1te linen jed 
'Guile' Oesau was a fi¢ter 
ace who ranked alongside 

~~..,.;~..,.•-- MOlders, Galland and W> 



1940-41. He flew approxi
mately 300 missions and 
scored 123 air victories, eight 
1n Spain and 44 in the East, 
including ten four-engined 
bombers. He was killed in 
action on 11 May 1944 
during aerial combat with 
Ughtnings over the Eifel 
mountains. 

Above right: An unidentified 
Major wearing a natural 
leather fleece-lined jerkin. 

Right: Major Anton Hackl 
wearing leathers. 'Toni' Hackle 
was among the leading fighter 
pilots of the Luftwaffe, with 
over 1 ,000 missions to his 
credit. He scored 192 
Vldories, of which 87 were in 
the West, including 32 four
engined aircraft, plus a further 
24 unconfirmed kills. During 
his five years of fl~ng he was 
operational on all fronts. He 
was severely wounded a 
number of times, and was shot 
down on eight occasions. 
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range of jerkins. presumably made to suit 
the individual requirements and using a 
variety of fabrics. Contemporary photo
graphs show that these garments were 
manufactured from linen. leather and 
suede in different colourings. Two features 
of these various jerkins were particularly 
notable: pockets came in various shapes 
and numbers. and the jerkins themselves 
were tailored to waist level. 

The Two-piece 'Kanal' Flying Suit 
Details of this outfit. which saw widespread 
use, have proved difficult to establish. The 
two items that comprised the flying suit 
were a flight jerkin and a very distinctive 
pair of trousers. made from matching blue
grey material. The precise date for its Intro
duction has not been established, but It 
seems that It began to be used during 
1943. The reason for its introduction was 
its undoubted convenience as a two-piece 
form of flight clothing when compared with 
existing single-garment suits. The suit was 
obviously cheaper to produce in terms of 
both material and labour costs, and dam
aged jackets or trousers were easier and 
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cheaper to replace or repair than in the 
case of a one-piece suit. 

This had a concealed, zippered front 
opening and a dark blue-grey woolJen knit
ted waist band. There was a single external 
pocket with a simple slit-opening high on 
the left side of the chest, and an internal 
pocket on the left side. The Luftwaffe 
national emblem was sewn to the right 
chest. shoulder-straps were worn, but 
there were no collar patches. 

These were colloquially known as 
'Kanalhose', or 'Channel Trousers', which 
is thought to be a reference to their use by 
pilots engaged in air activity over the Eng
lish Channel. They were very distinctive, 
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their most noticeable feature being the 
large bellows pockets on the front of each 
leg. with broad pocket flaps each secured 
by two press studs. The trousers were 
front-opening, with a prominent metal zip 
running from the waist to the crotch. The 
legs were tapered , allowing flying boots to 
be worn with ease. although the trousers 
could be worn over the boots. For this pur
pose each leg had a metal zip fastening on 
the inside leg, reaching from the knee to 
the ankle. When unzipped. these permitted 
the trousers to be pulled on over the feet or 
flying boots . On the lower part of the right 
outer thigh was a specially shaped pocket 
designed to take a pistol and provided with 

left: The two-piece flymg SUJt 
referred to as the 'InvaSion 
Suit' had a very distinctiVe 
feature in the bellows pockets 
on the front of each leg. NCO 
fighter pilots are seen here 
reporting to their supenor at a 
front-line airfield believed to 
be on the Normandy front. 



Right Two German fighter 
aces pose in front of a 
Messerschm1tt Bf 1 09G. Both 
wear the two-p1e<e 'Invasion 
Surt'. 
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a flap secured by two pres studs. The 
trousers had built-In cloth braces which 
were stitched Into the waistband at the rear 
and were adjustable at the front; the e 
were very similar to the cloth braces u ed 
on the rever lble camouflaged winter uni
form (page 323) . 

The Immersion 'Foam-Suit' (Schaumgerat) 
Developed for Aviators 
The losses of alrcrew at sea, especially dur
Ing cold ea on and in Arctic waters , were 
particularly high. since death occurred not 
only from drowning but also from 
hypothermia. The u e of pe ial lifeboats In 
which attempt were made to revive res
cued per onnel with warm water and then 
wrapping them In warm blankets proved 
only partly ucce ful. In many cases 
death occurred from heart attack soon 
after re cue from the water. It was estab
lished that life could not be saved tf the 
body temperature had fallen to a low of 
3l"C. 

Both the Royal Air Force and the United 
States Army Air For e were aware of the 
need to protect thetr alrcrews from trnmer-

Above Luftwaffe a1raews 
and ground me<han1a 
believed to be opera~ng m 
the Normandy area All of 
the filers wear e1ther the 
complete flying sun()( jUSt 
trousers There IS a notiCe 
difference 1n the colounng 
the 1nd1V1dual garments. 

Left: A close-up of the 
bellows pocket on the le 
of the su1t. 



sion in cold or freezing water. Research 
directed towards producing some form of 
protective garment had been instigated by 
the Shirley Institute and the RAF Physio
logical Laboratory at Farnborough, Hamp
shire, and in the USA. the effort being 
focused on the production of extremely 
tightly woven fabrics with a suffici nUy 
water-repellent fmish or coating to keep 
water away from the skin of an immersed 
person. Clotl1ing made from leather with a 
waterproof coating had been developed, 
but had proved unsatisfactory. The Royal 
Canadian Air Force had produced a rub
berized protective suit that was sealed at 
the neck. wrists and ankles and worn 
under the regular flying suit. This. too. 
proved unsatisfactory, because a ircrew 
began to suffer from stiffness in their joints 
caused by a build-up of body heat and per
spiration. 

German in terest in, and development of, 
specialist protective clothing was some
what limited, not only for protection 
against military hazards, but also against 
industrial ones. However, in one respect 
Germany wa Ln the vanguard of experi
mentation in their development of a special 
immersion protective 'foam' suit. This 
embodied a revolutionary concept of ·pro
tection created when needed' . 

The German solution was to produce a 
suit of clothing that was permeable when 
dry, so as not to impede body movements 
or make the wearer uncomfortably hot, but 
would enable a person immersed in cold 
water to survive for many hours , rather 
than for only a few minutes. The impor
tance of this is evident when it is realised 
fuat , even in the Norfu Sea, fue average 
water temperature is 5' C or less for a con
siderable time during fue winter months. 

The first of these immersion foam s ui ts 
were made at the Technikum fUr Textile 
Industrie in Munchen-Gladbach under the 
supervision of its inventor, Professor Dr lng 
Mecheels. Their protective properties lay in 
the materials used, their construction and 
the special foaming powder used. 

Each garment was manufactured from 
tlrree layers of fabricated cloth and a spe
cial foaming powder, combined as follows: 
a. an outer layer of cellulose acetate 

s ilk poplin; 
b . a middle layer of white viscose silk 

plush ca!Jed Wollinplush ; 

PROTECfNE AND SPECIALIST CLOTHING 

c. an irmer lining of white. heavy vis 
cose artificial silk ma terial ; 

d. a powder produced from a combina 
tion of sodium bicarbonate, citric acid 
and a foan1ing agent ca!Jed Mersolat H-
30 that was non-irritant to skin. 
The outer acetate fa bric had no specia l 

properties other than being dyed. The 
reverse side of the middle layer of 
Wollinplush was spot-treated with a liquid 
soap cal led Preukutan. Once this applica
tion had dried, the foam-producing powder 
was sprinkled into fue pile of the plush and 
worked in by hand on the front surface of 
fue fabric. and this pile face was fuen 
applied to the back surface of the outer 
layer. The inner layer of viscose silk faced 
the Preukutan-prepared reverse side of the 
Wollinplush. To retain an even distribution 
of powder within the fabric, the three layers 
were quil ted together. stitched overa ll wilh 
a pattern of diamonds between 2in and 3in 
in size. Each suit contained a pproximately 
2kg of foan1ing powder. 

When the wearer was immer ed. the 
cold seawater would rush in through the 
flying suit and through the outer acetate 
silk poplin layer of the protective suit. How
ever, when the water combined with fue 
powder it would immediately produce the 
protective foam , generating a large quanti
ty of foam bubbles which effectively pre
vented any further water penetration. The 
wearer's body heat was sufficient to warm 
any small amount of water that might hav 
eeped in , and this kept the man from 

freezing. 
A complete s uit consisted of a pair of 

trousers, a jacket wifu a tigh t sponge-rub
ber neck band, which was normally worn 
open but could be closed quickly by pulling 
on a drawstring. inner shoe soles. and 
gloves. These individua l items were consid
ered more practicable than a one-piece 
suit, as fue separate garments could be pu t 
on and taken off more easily and were more 
comfor table. 

The neck lacked protection, and had to 
be rubbed wifu grease. In the water the air

man's head was held above water by the 
neck chamber of the life jacket. This was 
essential for survival because the neck is 
fue most cold-sensitive part of fue body, 
and had to be kept above water level all the 
time. There was a 'cap', but this proved 
unsatisfactory because the foam ran into 
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the eye and down the face. The suit was 
worn on top of undergarments designed to 
absorb perspiration and beneath the regu
lar flying suit. 

Although it was designed especially for 
aircrews operating over Norwegian waters, 
the suit was later issued for general use. It 
was claimed that a person equipped with a 
complete outfit could survive in water of 
about o'c for three hours or more. and that 
the insulating mass was effective for as 
long as 60 hours. Used suits were washed 
out. opened and refilled with powder before 
being sewn together and reissued. Between 
10.000 and 15.000 suits were produced in 
three sizes and delivered to the Luftwaffe 
Bekleidungsamt between early 1944 and 
March 1945, when production cea ed 
owing to the Allled occupation. 

Life Jackets 

Alrcrew forced down Into the sea relied on 
the ltfe jacket in order to remain afloat. A 
dependable ltfe jacket had, and still has, to 
fulfil the following criteria: 
1. To have sufficient buoyancy. even 

when the wearer was unconsious. 
2. To be capable of keeping the wearer 

afloat long enough for rescue to be 
effected. 

3. To have maximum resistance to 
damage. 

4. To be so designed that the wearer's 
head was held in a position that would 
keep the mouth and no e of an uncon 
scious man out of the water. 

5. To be sufficiently tight-fitting so as not 
to slip off an unconscious man. 

Below: Fighter pilots from the 
JG 53 'Pik As' or Ace of 
Spades squadron. All wear the 
inflatable life jacket 



354 Luftwaffe pneumatic 
Inflatable life jacket, front 
Vlf!N. 

Below right The crf!N of a 
Dornier. 
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6 . It had not to restrict the wearer's move 
ments. 

7. To be clearly visible In the water, an aJd 
to air- ea re cue. 

8 . To be so designed that mass production 
was feasible. 
1\vo type of life jacket were adopted. 

One. used by fighter pilots, consisted of a 
single-chamber pneumatic vest that could 
be filled with compressed aJr (Fig. 354). The 
other was a kapok-filled jacket and was 
u ed by crews of bomb rs, transport and 
air-sea rescue aircraft (Fig. 355). 

Inflatable Life Jackets 
The pneumatic life jacket was normally 
worn deflated. It was Inflated by opening a 
compres ed-aJr cylinder attached to th 
lower left side of the jacket. The jacket 
could also be fllled orally, a tube with a 
one-way valve being fitted vertically 
towards the wearer's neck on the front left 
side of the jacket. Although this type of 
jacket had practically Indefinite flotation 
time, Its single Inflatable chamber was vul
nerable to damage. If worn correctly the 
wearer's head was generally kept out of the 
water because the jacket enclo ed the neck 
like a collar. The large bladder space In 
front of the chest would automatically right 
an unconscious man who had tilted for
ward. The criteria listed above were ade-
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Left: A happy group of night· 
fighter pilots, all wearing 
inflatable life jackets. 

Left: A close-up of the cylin
der of compressed a1r used to 
1nflate the life jacket. 



Above: The oral method of 
1nflating the life jacket. 

Right: A correct fit of the life 
jacket was essential. 

Above right: 
355 LuftwaHe kapok-filled life 
jacket, front view. 
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quately fulfilled with this type of Jacket. but 
if the wearer was already unconscious 
when he hit the water he Inevitably 
drowned because the Jacket did not inflate 
automatically. 

Kapok-filled Life Jacket 
The kapok filled Luftwaffe life Jackets, as 
long as they were new to fairly new, had 
good floatation qualities, sufficient to keep 
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Left: Members of a Luftwaffe 
flak umt prepare for a flight 
to Sici~ aboard a Junkers Ju 
52/3M. As they are to f~ over 
water, they are required to 
wear kapok-filled life jackets. 

Below left: German airmen 
enjoy an impromptu boat 
race. As a safety precaution 
the men wear kapok-filled life 
Jackets, the man on the far 
left wearing a variant of the 
standard pattern of jacket. 

Below: An excellent study of 
the kapok-filled life jacket. 

a person afloat for at least 24 hours. The 
floatation qualities of older jackets was 
considerably reduced. Since the kapok 
filled jacket consisted of tubular shaped 
bladder spaces of 3cm to 4cm each in 
diameter, it was less susceptible to the 
damage that could affect its floatation 
qualities. This style of jacket was of no use 
in the narrow confines of fighter and dive 
bomber aircraft. It was too cumbersome for 
use by these crew members. Numerous 
complaints were lodged concerning the 
danger of the kapok filled tubes being 
caught up on protruding aircraft parts, 
especially so since the tubes were not 
directly attached to each other. Although 
this type of life jacket had a special deep 
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collar that could be buttoned in front and 
which supported the head upright. the 
wearer was turned forward and was forced 
face down in the water since the buoyancy 
in the back was higher than that in the 
front. This deficiency was relieved but not 
completely eliminated in 1943 when some 
of the kapok tubes on the back of the jack
et were left off and thus the buoyancy was 
reduced. This modification did not entirely 
prevent the airman from turning over. All 
the other requirements were adequately 
fulfilled. 

Both 'types of jacket had leg straps to stop 
them slipping upwards, but the straps were 
uncomfortable when correctly adjusted 
because they chafed the legs. Many men 
were drowned because they failed too fasten 
the straps or fastened them too loosely, with 
the result that they were immersed so deeply 
thal their heads were not kept out of the 
water. Even aircrew of air-sea r ue aero
planes were recorded as having died in this 
way despite repeated warnings about the 
danger of inadequately fastened life jackets. 

Aircrew Parachute Harness 

356 Luftwaffe aircrew parachute harness, front view. 
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Left: The parachute harness 
worn by aircrews. The crew of 
a Junkers Ju 88 prepare for 
their next flight. 

Right: The harness worn by a 
test p1lot. 

Left: The rear v1ew of the 
harness worn without the 
parachute pack. Men of a 
Luftwaffe Kriegsbenchter film 
unit board a Junkers Ju 
52/3M. 



Body Armour 

The German Air Force made no attempt 
whatsoever to design and produce body 
armour for use by alrcrew unW the end of 
1943, when a set of US Army Air Force 
body armour was captured and sent to the 
Sanitats-Versuchs und Lehrabteilung der 
Luftwaffe at JOterbog. The captured 
armour consisted of a strong and intricate
ly-sewn fabric containing small 4cm square 
plates made from a very tough steel which 
was austentic, non-magnetic and non
magnetizable. The plates overlapped each 
other and proved very successful in resist-
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ing gunfire. The Germans found that, when 
it was fired at by a test rifle with a muzzle 
velocity of 298-305m/sec, the captured 
vest could not be pierced by a 13g lead
antimony bullet. This resistance corre
sponded to the protective value of the issue 
German steel helmet. However, because of 
its weight, about 8. 75kg, this otherwise 
perfect armour could only be used in 
transport aircraft and bombers. in which 
the wearer was not subjected to high accel
erations. It was removed simply by pulling 
on a loop, allowing it to fall off the wearer's 
shoulders. So impressed were the Luftwaffe 
scientists that they recommended that a 
similar set of body armour be developed for 
German alrcrews. Unfortunately for the 
Luftwaffe this project failed owing to a lack 
of raw materials. 

As an alternative to body armour manu
factured from steel plates, It was suggested 
by Professor Knothe, head of the Sanitiits
Versuchs und Lehrabteilung der Luftwaffe. 
that body armour manufactured from fab
ric woven from the synthetic fibre Perlon 
should be developed. The German experi
ments, which had begun tentatively short
ly before the end of the Great War in 
Europe, were based on the observations 
that projectiles penetrated cotton wool only 
with difficulty. In tests with cotton wool. 
the strength of the material was not, as in 
sheet iron, utilized in the sense of armour, 
but virtually as a breaking path which con
sumed the energy of the projectile. In the 
process the fibres were found to be 
deformed. lengthened or torn. Fabric and 
cotton wool from high-molecu lar synthetic 
materials were found to be far superior to 
ordinary wool. 

Orientation experiments showed that 
fabrics and cotton wool of Perlon in an 
uncompressed layer of about 3cm resisted 
the bullet of a 6.35mm Mauser pistol from 
a distance of 5m, and a slightly thicker 
layer even resisted a 7.65mm-calibre bul
let. 

These tests did not progress beyond 
these rough qualitative results, but at the 
time the question was raised whether such 
a protection, which in effectiveness was 
comparable to that of small armour plates, 
could have been worn as a complete pro
tective suit or simply attached to the pilot's 
cockpit seat or used to line the aircraft's 
cabin walls. 
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Paratroop Specialist Clothing 

The two patterns of pre-war Paratroop 
Jump Smocks have been dealt with in Vol
ume 1933-40, pp.70-2. 

Jump Smock, Second Model (Fallschirm
scbi.itzenbluse) 
This was the pre-war pattern issued to the 
Luftwaffe's own Fallschirmjager troops. It 
was a step-in blouse with a central front 
opening from neck to crutch secured by a 
fly-fronted heavy-duty brass zipper (early 
examples used buttons). It was produced 
in olive-green. water-repellent gabardine. 
The stand and fall collar could be worn 
open or closed. The legs of the blouse 
reached to approximately mid-thigh and 
each had a single press-stud with which 
the ends of the legs could be gathered and 
secured. 

The blouse had four pockets, two diago
nal pocket openings on each side of the 
chest and two horizontal pocket openings 
on the front of each thigh. All the pockets 
were closed by metal zips concealed by fly
fronted flaps. The national emblem was 
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sewn on the upper right breast. Rank 
insignia of the type used on flight clothing 
was worn on both upper arms of the 
Smock. 

Jump Smock, Third Model 
This final pattern of Fallschirmjager smock 
was manufactured from 'splinter' pattern 
camouflage material. It was similar to the 
previous model in many ways. but, most 
noticeably. it did not have step-in legs, and 
so appeared to be longer in the body. The 
lower edge of the smock had press stud fas
teners which enabled the skirt to be gath
ered in around the thighs and secured to 
form short 'legs·. 

Like the second-pattern smock. it had 
two diagonal pocket openings on each side 
of the chest and two horizontal pocket 

357 The second-model para
chute blouse in olive green. 

Above: An early vanant of 
the second-pattern Fallschlr
mjager jump smock, worn by 
former world heavyweight 
boxing champion Max 
Schmeling (centre) and other 
paratroopers. Note the 
absence of external pockets 
on these smocks. Schmeling 
was an early volunteer in the 
German paratroop arm. It was 
falsely reported that he had 
been k1lled during the f1ghung 
on Crete, but he survived the 
war. 



Right The second-pattern 
Fallschirmjager jump smock, 
worn by a company bugler in 
Crete. 

openings at the front just below waist level. 
All were closed by zip fasteners and all 
were conceaied by a fly-fronted flap. Two 
more openings, one on each hlp, gave 
access to the trouser pockets. At the back 
on the right buttock was a built-in holster 
to accommodate a flare pistol. The holster 
was in two parts: a short tubular pouch to 
take the end of the barrel and a shaped 
flap which covered the grip and trigger 
area. This arrangement supported the 
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weight of the pistol, and when the flap was 
buttoned the weapon was secure. On the 
opposite rear side of the skirt was a single 
loop of cloth. set diagonally, to accommo
date the end of an entrenching tool handle. 
Both these innovations reflected the state 
of the Parachute arm since the Crete cam
paign. After the severe mauling Inflicted on 
the Fallschlrmjager on Crete, almost all the 
fighting in which they were involved was of 
an infantry nature, and there was a change 
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Left: Certa1n ImproviSatiOns 
were frequently earned out on 
the Jump smocks. Flare pistol 
cartndge loops were a 
popular addrt10n to the upper 
arms. German paratroops are 
seen here operat1ng on the 
Nettuno front 1n Ita~. 

Below: Somebody IS not 1n 
step! F allschlrmJ~ger undergo 
antHnvas1on Infantry exerciSeS 
somewhere 1n France. All of 
the troops wear the th1rd 
pattern of Jump smock, and 
some wear normal patterns of 
the Luftwaffe steel helmet 



358 The third-model para
chute smock, front view. The 
camouflage patterning 
covered all of the garment, 
but, for clarity, on~ a small 
portion of the smock has 
been shown with this pattern
Ing. The same applies to all 
other camouflage garments 
illustrated in this book. 
359 The third-model para
chute smock, re-ar view. 
360 Detail of the buil t-in 
holster for the flare pistol 
worn on the rear of the third
model parachute smock. 

_______ :_ _____ .. t ___ _ 
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of emphasis with more consideration being 
given to improvements in the clothing for 
these paratroops, who would no longer be 
required to jump from aircraft but to fight 
in the role of ground-holding infantry. 

On either side of the smock at waist level 
was a short cloth tab with a press stud by 
which the waistband, elasticated at the 
back, could be tightened or loosened. 

The eagle was worn on the right breast. 
Rank insignia of the type used on flight 
clothing was meant to be worn on the 
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upper arms of the smock, but contempo
rary photographs reveal that this practice 
was not widespread. 

Parachutists' Trousers, Second Model 
The second-model trousers worn as part of 
the Fallschirmjager field dress were manu
factured from field-grey woollen cloth. They 
were full length and had lwo side pockets, 
two hip pockets. two leg openings set into 
the outer seams just above knee level and 
a single fob-pocket. The waistband was cut 
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Left: A rear Vlew of the thud
pattern JUmp smock, show1119 
the special pocket for a flare 
p1stol. 

Left: German paratroope15, 
k11led 1n the f1erce f1ghtmg 10 

Normandy, he at the bottom 
of a farm cart ready for trans
port to a nearby cemetery and 
bunal. The names of the dead 
were recorded and commoo
cated to the German OKW 
through the lnterna!Jonal Red 
Cross. Gruesome though this 
photograph is. 1t does show 
clear~ the paratroop trOUiffi 
Wlth the side pockets 1n the 
leg 



Fallschirmjager 
fie ld-grey trousers. 
361 Right side. 
362 Left side. 

361 
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high at the back and had eight belt loops. 
Short strap-and-buckle arrangements at 
each side of the waist allowed adjustment. 
The ends of the legs had a short ·v section 
cut into the outer portion of the cuff, and 
two short lengths of tape sewn into each 
side of these sections enabled the cuff to be 
gathered in and tied around the ankle of 
the boot. When adjusted correctly this 
arrangement gave the trousers a loose, 
'bagged' appearance. 

The two side and two hip pockets had 
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press-stud fastener and a single horn but
ton respectively. The small patch pocket 
just below the waistband on the right of 
the trousers had a flap and a single but
ton. This was intended to accommodate a 
pocket watch. 

The opening let into the outer seam of 
the right trouser leg had three concealed 
internal press-stud fasteners, and the leg 
pocket had an external wedge-shaped flap 
sewn into the leg seam and secured by two 
further press studs. The paratrooper's util
ity knife, also known as the 'gravity knife' , 
was housed in this narrow pocket on the 
inside of the leg, access to which was by 
the right-hand leg opening. 

An opening in the outer seam of the left 
leg, identical to that on the other leg, per
mitted easy removal of the internal knee 
protectors when these were worn. 

Fallschinnjiiger Jump Boots 
In addition to being issued with normal 
items of Luftwaffe footwear, German para
troopers were also equipped with special 
'Jump Boots'. These high-sided boots were 
intended to give additional support to the 
ankles, particularly important when land
ing by parachute. 

First Model, side lacing. These, the first 
pattern of boots to be issued, laced up 
along the outside of the foot and ankle with 
eleven or twelve lace holes depending upon 
the height of the boot (Fig. 363) . They were 

shaped flaps secured by a s ingle metal 363 The first-model side-lacing Fallschirmjager jump boot. 
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manufactured in black leather. The soles 
and heels were of moulded rubber with a 
large chevron patterning. The top of the 
boots reached to just below mid-calf. They 
had no toecap seams, but had a broad 
reinforcing seam running along the front 
and back. 

Second Model, front lacing. This new 
pattern was introduced shortly after the 
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outbreak of war. and was worn concurrent
ly with the side-lacing pattern until some 
time after the battle for Crete. when stocks 
of the original boot became exhausted. Of a 
more conventional design. this front-lacing 
black leather boot was soled and heeled In 
leather and was usually studded. It was 
shorter in the ankle than the side-lacing 
boot 

Left: The side-laced fi rst
model parachute jump boots. 



Right The patterning of the 
sole and heel of the side-laced 
parachute jump boots. 

Right: The front -laced second 
model parachute jump boot. 
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Fallschirmjliger Gloves 
These were of black leather and had an 
extended gauntlet-type wrist, elastlcated 
on the back to give a tight fit to the wrist 
and lower forearm. They were unlined for 
summer wear and fur-lined for cold weath
erwear. 
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Fallschirmjliger Steel Helmet 
Prior to the Army Parachute Battalion 
being absorbed Into the Luftwaffe, th.e 
Army paratroops were Issued with the 
second-model parachute helmet. This 
became standard Issue to all paratroops, 
and was worn by them not just for combat 

Left: Fallschirmjager climb 
aboard a Junkers Ju 52 trans
port aircraft. This photograph 
clear~ shows the black leather 
gloves. 



364 Second-model Fallschir
mjager steel helmet, left side. 

Right: The similarity between 
the protective clothing 
(smocks and helmets) of the 
German Fallschirmjager and 
that of the British paratrooper 
~very striking. This was 
because the British based the 
design of their items on 
smocks and helmets captured 
from the Germans. 

@ 
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but as part of their normal Luftwaffe uni
form. 

Its introduction marked a revolutionary 
development in military protective head
wear. Its shape and construction was 
designed with the paratrooper's unique 
needs in mind. It provided the wearer with 
a certain amount of protection from gunfire 
and shrapnel; was manufactured to resist 
the hard knocks encountered on a difficult 
air drop; and was so shaped as to reduce 
the risk of any part of the helmet fouling 
harness lines. 

Not only was its shape different from that 
of the M35 and M42 helmets (as used by 
other troops including Luftwaffe personnel) . 
but the inner liner was completely different, 
consisting of a dome-shaped piece of leather 
pierced with circular ventilation holes. 1ll.is 
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Left: Two official cloth covers 
existed for the Fallschirmjager 
steel helmet. and both are 
shown here. The soldier on 
the left wears the cover made 
from camouflage material, 
while his companion wears 
the plain olive-green cloth 
cover. Improvised coverings 
for the Fallschirmjager steel 
helmet came in a variety of 
materials and 'styles'. 

Lower left: Parachute Field 
Police operating in Normandy, 
August 1944. The man in the 
centre wears a covering of 
chicken wire on his steel 
helmet, while the other two 
helmeted soldiers wear loose 
cord netting. 

Right: A covering designed to 
break up the hard outline of 
the steel helmet, produced 
from a loose piece of cloth 
held in place on the helmet 
by a section of chicken wire, 
bent and shaped to the 
contours of the helmet and 
held on by a series of hooks 
set around the rim. 

was held in position inside the steel shell by 
a band of strong but flexible aluminium, 
backed with resilient rubber padding, and 
fixed to the shell by four screws. These 
screws also seiYed to anchor neck and chin 
straps at the rear and at both sides. 

Early versions were painted on the 
inside and outside with a rust-preventa
tive matt blue-grey paint. Helmets issued 
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and worn later in the war. when the Para
chute arm was being used in an infantry 
role, were frequently painted dark grey
green, a more practical colour than the 
original blue-grey. Fallschirmjager hel
mets used in North Africa, Sicily and Italy 
and other countries with a hot, dry cli
mate were usually overpainted in a sandy
buff colour, sometimes sand was 
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sprinkled on the wet paint that when 
dried gave a non-reflecting surface. In 
snow-covered terrain a matt-white finish 
was achieved by a thick coat of whitewash 
- preferable to white paint because when 
spring arrived the whitewash could be 
scrubbed off with water and the helmet 
restored to its origlnal colour. 

Fallschirmjager helmets bore the same 
pattern of lnsignia as used on the steel hel
met worn wlthln the Luftwaffe, the nation
al emblem on the left side. the tricolour 
shield on the right. In the summer of 1940 
orders were published2 abolishing the 
black, white and red shield for the dura
tion. 

Helmet coverings were commonly extem
porised: chicken wire, sacklng or cloth net
ting were used to disrupt the solid outline 
of the helmet. 

Fallschirmjiiger Knee Protectors 
To protect their kneecaps from the heavy 
abrasions or serious lnjury easily caused 
by a difficult parachute landlng. German 
paratroopers were Initially Issued with 
knee protectors. These consisted of a pair 
of flat. kapok-filled rectangular canvas-cov
ered pads worn directly over the kneecaps 
lnside the trouser legs, and tied ln position 
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Above: German paratroops m 
Italy. The Unteroffizier in the 
foreground has used a 
Fallschirmjager helmet cover 
as a cover for his Model1943 
steel helmet. 

Left: A helmet covering pro
duced from what appears to 
be a British Airborne face ved. 



Right: A contemporary 
photograph of the first -type 
knee protectors being put on. 

Right: The fi rst type of knee 
protectors were normally 
worn under the cloth trousers. 
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with tapes or laces. Although they provided 
sufficient protection for air drops, they 
proved a hindrance if worn on the march, 
tending to restrict the movement of the 
knees and rapidly causing chaffing to the 
skin. The pads were removed as soon as 
possible after a parachute descent, the two 
slit side openings in the paratroopers' com
bat trousers allowing this to be done. 

Fallschirmjager Knee Pads 
Knee pads were issued to German para
troops to replace the earlier knee protectors. 
and were worn by paratroopers undertaking 
parachute jumps. They consisted of six 
tubular horizontal pads formed from sorbo 
rubber and covered with either black or 
dark brown leather, or later by olive green 
cloth. Each pad was held in position by a set 
of two strong elastlcated and adjustable 
straps which crossed behind the knee and 
clipped on to small button-hooks on the 
opposite side of the pad. 

Unlike the earlier knee protectors, these 
pads were worn over the trouser legs . It 
was normal practice to take them off, but 
not to discard them. once a descent had 
been effected. since they tended to become 
uncomfortable if worn for any .length of 
time whilst marching. 
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Left: Bandages were worn to give support to the ankles. Any 
paratrooper who had sustained a foot or ankle injury and felt 
that he required additional support for his ankles, although he 
was passed as medical~ fit to jump, could wear linen ankle 
bandages. Worn under the woollen socks and bound fair~ tight
ly around the instep and ankle, they extended about a third of 
the way up the paratrooper's lower leg. 

Below: The knee pads in use. 

Right: Paratroopers load a drop canister into a Junkers Ju 
52/3M. For the sake of convenience the man in the centre has 
hung his knee pads on his waist-belt. 
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Parachute Harness for Parade Purposes 
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Above: A massive and 
impressive military parade was 
staged in Berlin on 20 Apnl 
1939 to mark the fiftieth 
birthday of the Fuhrer. Here, 
German paratroops march 
past the salut1ng dais. The 
troops wear their distinctive 
Fallschirmjager Parade 
Uniform with the ear~ pat· 
tern of parachute harness, 
less the actual parachute. 

left: Max Schmeling poses 1n 
the doorway of a Junkers 
transport to demonstrate the 
correct jump-off position. He 
wears the ear~ pattern of 
parachute harness. 

Far left: 
365 Parachute harness for 
parade purposes. 



Right The correct method of 
wear and the lock1ng mecha
msm of the late-pattern para
chute harness 1s demonstrated 
to members of the Reichs
arbeltsdlenst by an officer of 
the FallschlrmJager, 6 October 
1943. 
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Left, upper and lower: The 
~te-pattern parachute 
harness as worn for parade 
purposes, front and rear 
~ews. Fallschirmjager officers, 
all of whom had fought with 
diStinction at Monte Cassino 
('grOnen Teufeln von Monte 
Cassino') in conversation with 
Reichsmarschall Goring after 
he had presented them with 
awards for valour at a special 
ceremony in Berlin on 4 May 
1944. 

Right A young Obergefreiter 
paratrooper on guard duty 
somewhere on the Eastern 
Front. 

PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALIST CLOTHING 
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Left: A Fallschirmjager wear· 
ing the cloth container for the 
gas mask. German paratroop
ers were issued with these 
special non-rigid canvas carry· 
ing bags instead of the 
normal cylindrical metal 
gas-mask containers carried 
by other members of the 
German armed forces. These 
soft containers eliminated the 
possibility of injury by the 
metal case during a parachute 
landing. 

Right: The paratroop contain
ers consisted of a short 
tubular bag of grey-green 
or blue-grey canvas with a 
heavy-duty metal zip fastener 
running its entire length and a 
flap secured by two press-stud 
buttons at one end. The case 
was normally hung around 
the neck on an adjustable 
strap. 

Top, far right: The container 
opened to show the gas
mask. The mask was initial~ 
of the standard-issue type, 
but by 1940 a new model 
(Gasmaske 40), produced 
from a very strong high-grade 
rubber, had been issued to 
the paratroops. 

Right: Fallschirmjager wa1t to 
board transport aircraft. WhM 
the troops relax and talk 1n 
groups, the positions for the 
order in which they were to 
em plane are marked by the 
numerous clothing bags. 
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Left: The carrying sack, or 
clothing bag (Bekleidungs
sack) issued to paratroops. 
Manufactured from olive
green canvas, with twin sewn
on webbing handles, it had a 
top opening with a flap that 
was secured on three sides by 
a series of five press-stud 
fasteners. 

Left: The issue fur-covered 
pack being worn by a Para
troop medical orderly 
captured in Italy. 



366 The Luftwaffe Fallschir
mjager tropical uniform. 

A. These overtrousers 
('Uberfallhose ') were the 
very distinctive tropical , 
tan-coloured trousers 
much favoured by Ger
man paratroops. They 
were readily iden tifiable 
by the large map pocket 
on the outside of the 
left leg and the bagged 
appearance of the 
trouser around the 
ankles. 

B. For further informa
tion on sports clothing, 
running shoes and 
swimming trunks of the 
colour and pattern 
worn within the Luft
waffe see Volume 
1933-40, pp. 249 to 
252. 

Luftwaffe and Fallschirmjager 
Tropical Clothing 

Extensive tropical clothing was issued to 
personnel of all ranks of both the Luftwaffe 
and the Fallschirmjager operating in hot 
countries. A full complement initially con
sisted of the items listed below.3 With the 
obvious exception of items 5 and 18 and 
the Tropical Helmet. a number of the 
khaki-brown garments were tropical ver
sions of temperate-climate clothing. Most 
of these tropical items were manufactured 
in what the Luftwaffe a uthorities termed 

L ___ ______ ___ _ 
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'khakibraun' coloured material, but which 
is better described as light tan. Other gar
ments in white or grey were normally worn 
or used in temperate climates. 
1. Two khaki-brown Flight Caps 
2. Two khaki-brown Jackets 
3. One grey drill material blouse 
4. One pair long khaki-brown trousers 
5. One pair long khaki-brown over 

trousers A 

6. One pair khaki-brown shorts 
7 . One pair drill material trousers , nor

mal colour 
8 . One greatcoat of normal blue-grey 

colour and pattern 
9. One khaki-brown raincoat 
10. Three khaki-brown shirts with long 

sleeves and attached collars 
11 . Three khaki-brown shirts with short 

sleeves and attached collars 
12. Six white vests (undershirts) 
13. Three pairs long underpants (long 

johns) of normal pattern 
14. Three pairs white undershorts 
15. Three khaki-brown neck ties 
16. Six pairs white woollen socks 
17. Three pairs khaki-brown sports socks 
18. Two pairs khaki-brown canvas boots 
19. Two pairs khaki-brown canvas shoes 
20. One blue-grey blanket, as per other 

ranks pattern 
21. One sports shirt in normal colour 8 

22. One pair sports shorts in normal 
colour B 

23. One pair training shoes B 

24. One pair swimming trunks B 

25. One woollen khaki brown sweater 
26. Two neck sweat bands of normal pa t

tern and colour 
27. Three hand towels of normal colour 
28. Four pocket handkerchiefs of normal 

pattern and colour 
29 . One pair trouser braces of naval pat

tern 
30. One protective coat, only for motorcy

clists 

Interestingly, listed amongst the items of 
tropical equipment rather than the items of 
clothing was one khaki-brown tropical hel
met. 

Two years later another listing of trop
ical clothing was p u b lished4 . This 
amended the previous allocations of 
tropical clothing that had been published 
in Lujtwaifen-Verordnungblatt 2 March 
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Above: Luftwaffe troops 
arrive at a port somewhere 1n 

Italy. Preceded by their unit 
colour, the tropical-uniformed 
troops march away from the 
dockside. 

left: Vehicle maintenance 
carried out under the Egyptian 
sun. 



Right Feldwebel Herbert 
Komg, a p1lot NCO with a 
transport squadron, wearing 
correct Luftwaffe trop1cal uni
form. 

1942, page 273, Order Nr.492. issued 14 
February 1942, which had laid down 
what was then to be worn by Luftwaffe 
and Fallschlrjager troops serving in Italy 
south of the line Naples-Foggia. on Sicily 
and Sardinia, in Greece and on Crete. 

1. One tropical peaked cap with neck 
protector (flap) 

2. One tropical tunic 
3. One pair long tropical trousers 
4. One pair tropical shorts 
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5. Two tropical shirts with long sleeves 
6. Two tropical shirts with short 

sleeves 
7. Three tropical vests 
8. Three pairs tropical underpants 
9. Two tropical ties 
10. Two 'body binders' 
11. One pair lace-up boots/shoes. 

It is evident that the number of gar
ments available for Issue as a full comple
ment of tropical clothing was being 
decreased as the war progressed. 
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Tropenfliegermtitze (Tropical Flight Cap) 
This tropical cap was similar in design to 
the normal blue-grey Fliegermutze, and 
with only the distinction of the colour of the 
cap piping and the insignia worn on the 
cap, it was worn by all ranks serving in hot 
climate countries. 

The tropical version was manufactured 
from tan coloured (k.hakibraun) cotton 
material and was usually lined In either 
bright red or tan coloured cloth. On the 
upper part of the front of the cap was dis-
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played the tropical quality of the Luft
waffe national emblem, machine-embroi
dered In white threads on to a tan 
background . Worn directly below the 
emblem but in the centre of the lower 
part of the cap was the national cockade. 
This was either the padded ('bumped') 
version or the flat, machine-woven pat
tern produced on a small square of tan 
backing material. 

As was normal Luftwaffe practice, those 
Tropical Flight Caps worn by officers below 

Above: Luftwaffe troops of 
the Afrikakorps drive them· 
selves into captivity after til€ 
defeat of all Axis forces in 
North Africa. A mixture of 
temperate and tropical 
uniforms are worn by the 
troops, and some wear the 
tropical version of the 
Replacement Flight Cap, 
bleached white by wash1ng 
and strong sunlight. 



A. I have seen an 
example or this tropical 
Repla ement Flight Cap 
that had a bright yellow 
cloth llnlng. 

the rank of General. Administrative offi
cials with equivalent officer rank and 
Senior Officer Candidates (Oberfahnrich) 
were distlngul hed by silver-aluminium 
0.3cm-thick piping around the upper edge 
to the curtain of the cap. General officers 
had gilt piping and insignia. 

Lightweight Blue-Grey Tropical Flight Cap 
A blue-grey, Hghtweight cotton version of 
the tropical FHegermutze existed. This Item 
matched, both in colour and quality of 

Above: An unusual, priVate~ purchased trop1cal tunic, believed 
to be of Italian ong1n, worn by Oberleutnant (later Hauptmann) 
He1nnch Eppen, holder of the Kmght's Cross (awarded 5 Ju~ 
1941) and a crf!W member 1n a Junkers Ju 87 diVe-bomber 
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material. the blue-grey tropical uniform 
that was occasionally worn in hot areas 
together with the blue-grey cloth-covered 
tropical helmet. 

The Model 1943 Tropical Replacement 
Flight Cap (Tropeneinheitsfliegermtitze) 
This wa the tropical version of the blue
grey Luftwaffe Einheitslliegermutze. It was 
produced in tan-coloured cotton material, 
had a bright red or tan lining A and the 
insignia, including piping, was the same 

squadron. On 4 June 1942 he was shot down by f1ghters of the 
4th and 5th Squadrons of the South Afncan Alr Force over Fort 
B1r Hache1m, and was reported misSing 1n act1on. 

215 



PROTECTIVE AND SPECIAUSf CLOTI-11NG 

quality and colour as that used on the 
tropical Fliegermutze. 

The Tropical Field Peaked Cap 
(Tropenschirmmiitze) 
This distinctive item of tropical head-dress 
was introduced in 1941. to be worn by all 
ranks of the Luftwaffe. It had features sim
ilar to those found in other forms of peaked 
caps. namely that it had a crown, a body, a 
band and a peak. 

The cap was produced in tan-coloured 
cotton material, and the band was stiff
ened to impart the correct shape to the 
cap. The large crown and body overhung 
the band around three sides, with the 
front of the cap raised. On each side of the 
body, on the underside portion that over-
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hung the sides, there were two ventilation 
holes with metal rims and fine metal gauze 
screens. Some caps had smaller metal
rimmed holes without the screen. The 
large, stiffened peak was covered in tan 
material. 

On the front of the body was displayed 
the tropical woven version of the Luftwaffe 
national emblem, and on the front of the 
cap band there appeared the tropical, flat
woven version of the metal or embroidered 
bullion insignia normally found on the 
Luftwaffe blue-grey Uniform Peaked Cap 
(Schirmmutze) (see page 106). The cap had 
a flat leather chin strap. This was stained 
black on the outer surface. while the 
underside was of untreated , unpolished 
light brown leather. It was secured to each 

Above: Four young para· 
troopers. believed to be from 
the D1vision 'Hermann 
Goring', taken prisoner some
where in Italy. 

Right: German officers taken 
prisoner in Sicily are handed 
food packages on amval 
at a port in England for 
consumption during the next 
stage of their journey to a 
PoW camp, 25 July 1943. The 
Hauptmann reaching out to 
take his food parcel wears the 
Luftwaffe tropical peaked cap. 



The Luftwaffe-Fallschir· 
mjager tropical field cap. 
367 Three-quarter front left 
VIew showing the neck pro
tector tucked up inside the 
cap. 
368 Three-quarter rear right 
view showing the neck pro· 
lector buttoned in position. 

A. According to 
Wlm Sarts In his excel· 
lent book Headgear of 
Hitler's Germany, Vol
ume I, Heer. Luftwaffe. 
Kriegsnuvine, there 
were purpose-made 
tropical peaked caps for 
wear by Air Force offi
cers, Including Gener
als. that had bullion 
piping buUt Into the 
seam around the crown 
of the cap and cap 
Insignia produced from 
flat. machine-woven 
metalllc threads In 
either sUver or gold 
appropriate to the 
wearer's rank. 

367 
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side of the cap band by a small plastic or 
metal button. 

The cap also had a single plastic (or 
metal) button sewn to the lower edge at the 
rear of the cap band. This button and the 
two side buttons that secured the chin 
strap were used to attach a tan-coloured 
neck flap designed to protect the neck from 
exposure to sunlight. However, these 'Neck 
Protectors' (Nackenschutz) proved unpopu
lar and were frequently tucked up Inside 
the cap or discarded altogether. 

Although the cap was Intended to be 
worn by all ranks of the Luftwaffe, Includ
Ing Paratroops. Instances were frequently 
recorded where officers replaced the 
leather chin strap With the silver-alumini
um cap cords normally worn on their Uni
form Peaked Caps.A 

This item of tropical head-dress was 
known affectionately Within the Luftwaffe as 
the 'Hermann Meyer' cap. a reference to the 
Reichsmarschall's misplaced boast made at 
the start of the war that The Ruhr will not 
be subjected to a single bomb. If an enemy 
bomber reaches the Ruhr, my name Is not 
Hermann Goring; you can call me Meyer'. 
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Left Arnold Hubner in Tunisia 
(see also the photo on page 
119). He wears the short
sleeved tropical shirt and the 
tropical version of the 
FliegermOtze. 

Right: A young paratrooper 
from Fallschirmjager Regiment 
3 on guard duty. 

Left A clear view of the strap 
and buckle arrangement on 
the ankle cuffs of the Luft
waffe tropical trousers. This is 
a Fallschirmjager machine-gun 
crew operating in Italy. 
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The Luftwaffe Tropical Helmet 
(Tropenhelm) 
Luftwaffe and Fallschirmjager troops tak
ing up station in North Africa were provid
ed with Tropical Sun Helmets. As will be 
seen from the 1941 listing of Luftwaffe 
tropical clothing, lhe Sun Helmet was con
sidered an item of equipment rather than 
an item of clothing. 

The standard-issue Luftwaffe item was 
the tan-coloured (khakibraun) canvas-cov
ered tropical helmet lined with red cloth. It 
was very similar in construction and shape 
to the olive-green felt-covered version ini
tially worn by Army troops of the 
Deutsches Nrika Korps . The edge to the · 
helmet rim was trimmed with light brown 
leather. and the leather chin strap was of 
the same colour. 

Insignia worn on the helmet consisted of 
a white metal version of the Luftwaffe 
national emblem and a metal shield bear
ing the German national colours.A The 
eagle and swastika was mounted on the 
right side of th helmet, facing towards the 
front. and the black, white and red shield 
on the left side. To allow the eagle to face 
forward, the design of the emblem was the 
reverse of that normally used, the eagle 
facing left instead of righ t. The shield was 
divided diagonally, and the central 'white' 
portion was in fact the unpainted alumini
um of the shield. 

Although this was an official form of 
tropical head-dress. its use was not univer
sal. or was it a practical item of wear, 
many men pref rring to wear other forms of 
tropical cloth headwear. 

Other official-pattern Sun Helmets cov
ered in light olive green or blue-grey can
vas, all of which carried Luftwaffe insignia, 
are also known to have been used. 

Shirts and Ties 

The subject of the type and colour of shirts 
and ties was touched on in Volume 
1933-40 (see page 247). Wartime economy 
mea ures brought about an issue of a new 
style of shirt that combined a number of 
feature not previously found on pre-war 
issue shirts. and which at the same time 
improved the manufacturing process. The 
new shirt was itself more suitable for use 
under combat conditions, especially by 
Luftwaffe ground forces . 
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The Trikot Shirt with Attached Collar 
September 1943 saw the introduction of a 
new style of Luftwaffe shirt,s brough t in to 
replace the former collarless Trikot shirt 
worn with the issue, single-button neck 
band. The new shirt had an attached collar, 
breast pockets with button-down pocket 
flaps, long sleeves. and was bu ttoned at the 
cuffs and at the neck as well as down the 
front by a series of five small composite 
shirt buttons. The shirts were manufac
tured in blue-grey material for universal 
use within the Luftwaffe and in grey-green 
for members of the Hermann Goring Divi-
ion. the Luftwaffe Field Corps and thos 

serving in Luftwaffe Mountain Units. 
The new shirt eliminated the need to 

wear the single-button neck band when the 
FUegerbluse or the Waffenrock was worn . 
This in turn meant that the earlier collar
less Trikot shirt and the neck-band were 
phased out, and only continued to be worn 
until stocks were exhausted. 

Specific instructions were laid down 
regarding the wearing of these new shirts 
with the FUegerbluse. When the blouse 
was worn closed at the neck, the amount 
of shirt allowed to be visible above the 
upper edge of the collar to the Fliegerbluse 
was set at 0.5cm, and where it was fa -
tened at the front of the throat a height of 
2cm was permitted. When the collar of the 
Flight Blouse was worn open at the neck. 
the collar of the shirt had either to be left 
open or the collar button and the first top 
button were to be undone and the collar 
tu rned back in on itself and tucked under 
in such a way as to correspond to the s ize 
of the 'V' neck opening of the Fliegerblu e 
collar. 

During periods of warm weather the new 
shirt could be worn without the Flight 
Blouse. It could also be worn with the new 
reed-green uniform by those persons on 
active service undertaking any type of duty 
or when off duty. When worn in the con
fmes of a barracks within the area of the 
German homeland, or when the wearer 
was undertaking service outside the bar
racks, the shirt was to be worn with the 
Fliegerblu e, the Denim tunic or the reed
green suit. For the purpose of walking-out. 
a black tie was required. 

COs and Men wore detachable shoul
der-straps on the shirt of either reed-green 
denim or blue-grey material. Each shirt 

Right: Hauptmann Herbert 
lhlefeld, holder of the Knight's 
Cross (awarded 13 September 
1940) and Oakleaves (award· 
ed 27 June 1941 ), examines 
the Rumanian order he has 
just received from the hands 
of General Antonescu. Cap· 
tain lhlefeld wears the light· 
blue-grey ('Biaumeliert' or 
blue-flecked) issue Luftwaffe 
shirt. 

Far right: The ropical shirt 
with long sleeves, worn by an 
Unteroffizier commanding a 
Fallschirmjager mortar battery 
somewhere in southern Italy, 
16 December 1943. 

A. The insignia fir t 
used on the Luftwaffe 
Tropical Sun Helmet 
was tamped out of 
sheet brass. Later it 
was produced in s ilver· 
white aluminlum alloy. 
The national tricolour 
carried on the right side 
of the helmet was paint· 
ed black and red . The 
so-called 'white· central 
portion was in fact the 
un-painted a luminium 
alloy. It is of interest to 
speculate why it was 
tha t. whil s t the na tional 
tricolour wa removed 
from the steel helmet by 
an order dated 12 June 
I 940. this same order 
did not extend to U1e 
hield carried on the 

tropical sun helmet. 



was issued with a single pair of shoulder
straps. Officers made use of their normal 
pattern of shoulder-straps. Collar patches, 
rank chevrons and trade badges were not 
worn on these shirts. The Luftwaffe nation
al emblem worn on the shirt had either a 
reed-green or a blue-grey backing and was 
worn on the right breast at the same height 
as on the Fliegerbluse. 

Although the September 1943 instruc
tions made no mention of the light tan 
tropical shirts, shirts were produced in 
this colour that were identical in style to 
the new coUar-attached shirts. They were 
intended to be worn with the Luftwaffe 
light tan tropical uniform (described on 
page 211), and were manufactured with 
long sleeves which, when worn without the 
jacket. were allowed to be roUed up. How-
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ever. contemporary photographs frequent
ly show this type of shirt with short 
sleeves. 

The Breast Eagle insignia worn on these 
tropical shirts conformed to that worn on 
the blue-grey Trikot shirt, except that the 
backing material was light tan cloth. 
Shoulder-straps for NCOs and Men were of 
the normal Luftwaffe blue-grey type, or, if 
they had been Issued. the tropical version. 
These tropical shoulder-straps had a light 
tan base with appropriately-coloured pip
ing. If rank braiding was used, it was pro
duced in a copper-brown shade of 'Litzen' 
whilst retaining the patterning peculiar to 
the Luftwaffe. While the small shirt buttons 
were normally of a light brown shade. the 
buttons used on the shoulder-straps were 
of the type normally used on straps, made 

221 



PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALIST CWiliiNG 

222 

of light metal, domed with a pebbled sur
face and with a light brown painted finish . 
Officers wore their own normal pattern of 
shoulder-straps. As before. no collar 
patches, rank chevrons or trade badges 
were to be worn on these tropical shirts. 

Sports Clothing 

The regulation issue sports clothing, which 
consisted of vests. shorts, running shoes, 
bathing trunks, shirts, football and hand
ball shirts and training and tracksuits, 
together with their related insignia, was 
dealt with in detail in Volume 1933-40, 
pp.249-52. 

So far as I am aware there was no 
wartime development in this sports clothing. 

The Luftwaffe Field Divisions 

The autumn of 1942 saw the deployment of 
the first of the new Luftwaffe Field Divi
sions, albeit only a few in number at first, 
on the southern flank of the Eastern Front. 

These divisions, ten at first, followed by 
a further ten, had begun to be raised with 

Above left: In one of the 
loveliest hospitals in Germany, 
wounded and crippled mem· 
bers of the German armed 
forces were brought back to 
health by sport and gymnastiCS 
Modern apparatus and equip
ment were at their disposal to 
help the 'honorary members of 
the nation' regain their fitness. 
An amputee member of the 
Luftwaffe takes part in a sports 
event for convalescents. 

Above: Wounded soldiers 
receive physiotherapy. The 
amputee member of the Luft· 
waffe wears a sports vest with 
a single, 1 em-wide black band 
around the neck to indicate 
that he is a non-commissioned 
officer (see also Volume 
1933-40, p.249). 

Left: A Luftwaffe physical train
ing instructor, wearing sports 
clothing, helps a wounded 
soldier, wearing regulation 
military hospital clothing, to 
exercise his injured arm. 



369 The camouflage field 
Jacket worn by personnel of 
the Luftwaffe Field Divisions. 

astounding rapidity in the summer of 
1942. They were formed from surplus air 
force personnel drawn from Anti-Aircraft 
formations , Air Signals troops , Ground 
Crew personnel, administration units and 
certain numbers of recruits and foreign 
Luftwaffe personnel. This 'combing out' 
process was necessitated by the desperate 
shortages in manpower inflicted on the 
German Army fighting in the East. The 
original plan to make up these shortages 
had been for the German Navy to provide 
10,000 or 20,000 personnel and the Ger
man Air Force to give 50,000 men to the 
Army. However, Goring raised strong objec
tions to what he saw as his 'good, young 
National Socialists being dressed up in 
grey' , meaning the reactionary field -grey 
uniform of the Army. Instead, Goring 
agreed to raise Luftwaffe ground divisions 
on condition that. from the Divisional Com
mander down to the last man, they con
sisted solely of Luftwaffe personnel. 
Agreement was reached , but twice the 
number of Air Force personnel were 
required in order to match the numbers 
that the Navy was no longer supplying. 
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Despite the rapid formation of these 
Luftwaffe Field Divisions, the intake of 
high-class recruits would have served the 
Army better had they been used to fill the 
yawning gaps in the seasoned Army forma
tions. The Luftwaffe Divisions were eager to 
get to grips with the enemy, but from the 
very beginning they suffered from their 
innate deficiencies, inexperienced leader
ship, insufficient formation training and, to 
some extent, unsuitable equipment. 

Their organisation and initial combat 
training took place at Mielau, East Prussia 
(Wehrkreis I), and other training areas. 
Originally 22 Luftwaffe Field Divisions were 
raised, but two of these were disbanded. Of 
the remaining 20 divisions, most were sent 
to the Russian Front in the winter of 
1942-43 and some were also engaged on 
the Italian Front and in France. 

A typical Luftwaffe Field Division con
sisted of 2 Jager -Regimenter, each of three 
Abteilungen, plus normal divisional sup
porting troops and an additional anti-air
craft battery. The strength was originally 
intended to have been 10,000 all ranks. 
The Jager-Regimenter were numbered in 
numerical sequence beginning with the 
first Division, e.g.: Luftwaffe Feld-Division 
11 had Jager-Regimenter 21 and 22. In 
other words, the number of the second 
Jager-Regimenter equalled the divisional 
number multiplied by two, and that of the 
first Jager-Regimenter equalled the divi
sional number multiplied by two, minus 
one. 

Despite receiving from Hitler the title of 
'Assault Divisions' the Luftwaffe Field Divi
s ions , for reasons already stated, suffered 
badly and many of the units failed in heavy 
fighting. In the autumn of 1943 the OKW 
finally succeeded in getting them incorpo
rated into the Army, but those that had 
suffered heavy losses were disbanded in 
1943 and 1944 and the remaining Divi
sions were reorganized along the lines of 
the Army's Infantry Division, 1944 type. 

Field Divisions Camouflage Jacket 
When the first of the Luftwaffe Field-Divi
sions was raised in 1942 it was considered 
necessary that the troops be issued with a 
camouflage jacket of a design suited to 
their infantry role. 

The Fallschirmjager smock was of too 
high a quality and too expensive in terms of 
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production costs and materials, so a much 
simplified Jacket was designed and manu
factured, and became a 'trademark' of 
these Luftwaffe infantry. Using the 
Wehrmacht's ubiquitous green 'splinter' 
pattern camouflage material, the jacket 
was simple in design and easy to manufac
ture. 

It was single-breasted, front-fastening 
with a single row of five large blue-grey 
plastic buttons. The skirt reached to the 
thigh. The sleeves had gathered-in cuffs 
fastened by a single button. On each side 
was a large pocket with a letter -box flap 
fastened by a single plastic button. 

Loops were provided for the attachment 
of shoulder-straps. When first issued, the 
jackets were supplied with simple cloth 
shoulder-straps of the same camouflage 
material as that used for the jacket. but 
both officers and other ranks frequently 
replaced them with their own straps. 

The Luftwaffe eagle and swastika was 
worn on the right breast. This item was 
normally in situ when the jackets were 
issued. machine-embroidered on a backing 
of green, but sometimes camouflaged, 
material. 
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Left Somewhere on the Normandy front, men of a Luftwaffe F1eld DIVISIOn nd1ng 
astr1de a heavi~ camouflaged C1troen anxiously scan the sky for Allied aircraft. 
Both men wear the splinter-pattern-camouflage field jacket. 

Below left: Men of a Luftwaffe F1eld Division on the alert 1n a well constructed 
trench and bunker complex somewhere on the Russian front. Both men wear the 
Luftwaffe field jacket and both have mosquito netting draped over thelf steel hel
mets. 

Opposite page, bottom: A loader rams home another round into an 88mm. 
Dug 1nto the Normandy bocage and well camouflaged, these cannon proved 
deadly m the anti-tank role. 

Below right: A pause for food during the battle for Caen, 24 July 1944. 

Decorations such as cuff-titles, cloth or 
metal badges and awards could be worn on 
this garment, as photographic evidence 
occasionally shows. but in general the 
jacket was worn unadorned. 

Red Cross Identification 'Vests' 
The wearing of a Red Cross arm band not 
only fulfilled one of the prime conditions for 
the safety of a non-combatant as laid down 
in the Geneva Convention, but also served 

as a means of identification both for friend
ly troops in need of medical aid and those 
of the enemy. 

The fighting on all fronts in the Euro
pean theatres. however. seemed to have 
brought about a need for front-line med
ical personnel to be far more clearly iden
tified than could be achieved by just 
wearing an arm band. To this end, these 
troops took to wearing identification vests 
made from white material, on which was 

225 



PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALIST CWJ1-IJNG 

Left German medical person
nel surrender to the Ameri
cans at Aachen on 19 
Odober 1944. The man in 
front wears a purpose-made 
Red Cross identification vest 
while the Army prisoner 
bringing up the rear wears 
the type of Red Cross identifi· 
cation panel used to mark 
vehicles carrying wounded or 
sick troops. 

Below: A parachute medical 
orderly tends the injuries of 
German prisoners in February 
1945. In addition to wearing 
the Red Cross arm band 
required under the terms of 
the Geneva Convention, he 
also wears the purpose-made 
Red Cross identification vest. 



Right: As with the German 
Army, the Luftwaffe utilised 
stocks of Italian Army camou
flage material to produce gar
ments for their own troops. 
Here, an Army General
leutnant talks with a Fall
schirmjager Hauptmann wear
Ing a field jacket produced 
from Italian material. 

Right: Troops of the Regi
ment 'General Goring ', later 
DIVision 'Hermann Goring', 
training with an Scm mortar. 
They all wear Waffen-SS-style 
and camouflage-patterned 
smocks and helmet covers. 

stitched a large red cross. These were of 
very simple manufacture, being nothing 
more than two panels of material joined 
by tapes at the shoulders and tied around 
the waist by more tapes. No precise spec
ifications have been found regarding their 
size. 

Luftwaffe Garments made from 
Italian Camouflage Material 
As with the German Army, the Luftwaffe 
produced various combat garments from 
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stocks of surplus Italian Army camouflage 
material. It is not known how widespread 
this practice was. Occasionally these gar
ments can be identified in contemporary 
photographs, but examples are few and far 
between. 

The Waffen-SS Pattern Camouflage 
Clothing worn by Troops of Brigade, later 
Division, 'Hermann Goring' 
The question as to what type of camouflage 
field clothing was to be issued to troops of 
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the Brigade 'Hermann GOring' was 
resolved by a memorandum dated 21 July 
1942, wWch stated that certain troops 
were to be issued with camouflaged 
smocks and helmet covers of the type worn 
by troops of the Waffen-SS. and that these 
items were to be worn only for combat pur
poses and not during training exercises. 
The issue was restricted to certain units. 
and the numbers of garments available 
was limited. 

The Waffen-SS-style camouflage of the 
ragged-spot design (sometimes referred to 
as 'oakleaf pattern') and the leaf de ign 
(referred to as 'palm leaf clump' pattern) 
was worn extensively in North Africa, Sici
ly and Italy. It was superseded a year later 
by standard Wehrmacht 'splinter' and later 
'splotched' pattern garments. 

The Camoufiage Jacket 
The jacket was a smock-like, reversible 
pullover garment. collarless and elastlcated 
around the waist and wrists. A central ver
tical neck opening was closed by being 
laced up. There were two vertical pocket 
openings with letterbox flaps. each secured 
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by a single horn button on either ide of 
the chest front. No insignia was worn on 
tWsjacket. 

The Camoufiage Steel Helmet Cover 
This was a reversible cloth cover made from 
the same camouflage-patterned material 

Above and right Troops of 
the Reg1ment 'General 
Gonng', later DMSIOn 
'Hermann Gonng', opera~ng 
variOUs weapons. They all 
wear Waffen-55-style and 
camouflage-patterned srnodl 
and helmet covers. 

370 The Waffen-55 Smock f1 

'ragged spot' camouflage 
patterning. 



371 The Waffen-SS-pattern 
steel helmet cover, the left 
Side shown. 

used for the Jacket, and designed to be 
worn over the Model 1935 Steel Helmet. It 
was secured to the helmet at three points 
around the neck rim by three aluminium. 
spring-loaded, double-sided metal clips. 
The curved front edge of the cover had a 
shallow reinforced 'pocket' that was 
pushed on to the helmet's visor rim. When 
this was correctly positioned and the three 
spring-loaded clip were anchored to the 

helmet rim, the cover was securely 
attached to the helmet. 

Reversible Winter Gannents 
Luftwaffe troops fighting as infantry on the 
Eastern Front during the winter of 1942/3 
were issued with reversible winter clothing 
of the same pattern as was I ued to Army 
personnel. This clothing wa extremely 
comfortable compared to the issue great
coat, allowing freedom of movement and 
easy use of equipment while at the same 
time affording protection both against 
evere cold and overheating during periods 

of exertion. 
The garments consisted of a heavy-duty, 

double-breasted over jacket (Fig. 372) and 
matching over trousers (Fig. 373) and were 
worn together with a removable hood (Fig. 
374) and mittens (Fig. 375). 

The jacket and trousers were made large 
enough to be worn over the normal servl e 
uniform. including basic field equipment. 
but, like their Army counterparts, Luft
waffe personnel preferred to wear their 
leather equipment over the outside of the 
winter jacket. 
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372 

373 

230 



The Reversible Padded 
Winter Uniform. 
372 The jacket. 
373 The trousers. 
374 The hood. 
375 The mittens. 

Right Troops of the German 
Au Force receive supplies of 
the double sided reversible 
Winter clothing. 

Because all the garments were com
pletely reversible, features such as pockets. 
draw-strings and buttons were duplicated 
on the camouflage and white sides. 

The jacket was double-breasted for extra 
frontal warmth, with double-buttoned 
overlaps to the flaps at the front which 
when securely fastened provided a wind
proof closure. There was a concealed waist
belt which could be gathered in from the 
outside irrespective of which side was 
being worn outermost. The bottom edge of 
the jacket had a drawstring, and the ends 
of the cuffs were adjustable. The jacket had 
long sleeves and an attached drawstring
adjustable reversible hood. Six buttons 
were visible down the front of the jacket 
and there was one button on the pocket 
flap on each side of the skirt. 

PROTECllVE AND SPECIALIST Ctm'HING 

These metal buttons were painted field
grey on the camouflaged side and white on 
the white side. 1\vo small fibre buttons 
were located on the front and rear seams of 
both arms of the jacket approximately 
20cm from the point of the shoulder. These 
were intended to be used to button on the 
bands of coloured cloth. used by front line 
German forces to help identify friendly 
troops. Like passwords, these bands of 
cloth were changed every day and a new 
colour was used for this purpose. This 
arrangement could be used on either or 
both sleeves, the small fibre buttons being 
sewn on to the white as well as the 
coloured side of the reversible jacket. 

The trousers were of the same quality. 
colouring and manufacture as the jacket. 
They were also completely reversible. 
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including the pockets. They were shorter in 
the leg than normal trousers and could be 
tucked inside the marching boots or tied by 
the drawstrings around the calf of the boot. 

Braces of white webbing, sewn into the 
waist of the trousers at the back which 
supported the weight of the garment, were 
buttoned on each side of the front opening 
at one of three height positions. The large 
black buttons were of smooth plastic with 
four holes. 

The trousers had two pockets with large 
reversible buttoned flaps. There were four 
buttons down the fly front. Two tapes were 
sewn into the rear of the waist to allow the 
waistband to be drawn in tight. There were 
tapes at the bottom of each leg. 

The camouflage pattern of this clothing 
was either the Army's ·green splinter' pat
tern or the 'mouse grey' shade. Personnel 
of the DiVision 'Hermann Goring' would 
have worn Waffen-SS camouflage pat
terned reversible winter clothing (see also 
p. 227). 

It is not known if Luftwaffe personnel 
wore any rank Insignia on their winter 
clothing. The pattern of rank insignia intro
duced for wear on camouflage and special 
combat clothing that did not use shoulder
straps to display rank was first introduced 
into the Army on 22 August 1942, and was 
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Left: The crew of a heavy 
artillery piece. All wear the 
reversible winter uniform. The 
officer on the left wears the 
splinter-pattern camouflage 
side outermost, while the 
other two crew members 
wear the mouse grey to white 
reversible garments. Each of 
the 25 visible tank silhouettes 
painted on the face of the 
gun sh1eld represents a So'liet 
tank destroyed, and white 
rings painted around the gun 
barrel (not visible) represented 
Soviet aircraft shot down. 11 
January 1944. 

Below: A Luftwaffe motor
cyclist wearing the reversible 
winter uniform, white ~de 
outermost. Whilst not wear
ing a steel helmet, he does 
wear the reversible hood. 



Right: Continuous wearing of 
the reversible winter uniform 
with the white side outermost 
rapidly defeated the purpose 
of the snow camouflage. 
These paratroopers operating 
on the Eastern Front look 
dec1dedly soiled. It must be 
sa1d, however, that these 
grubby uniforms were proba
b~ better for blending with 
the slush and thawing mud of 
the terrain during the period 
between the winter snow and 
the coming of spring. 

Below: The reversible wmter 
umform, splinter pattern 
outermost, worn by a Luft
waffe motorcyclist.. 

PROTECTIVE AND SPECIAUST CLOTHING 

also used by the Waffen-SS, but these 
would have been inappropriate for Luft
waffe troops. It is possible that they used 
flight clothing insignia to indicate rank (for 
illustrations of this insignia see p. 134). 

The tight-fitting reversible hood , which 
was a separate item and not to be confused 
with the built-in hood attached to the col
lar of the winter jacket. had a thick blanket 
lining and a large 'collar' which spread out 
over the neck and shoulders to provide 
excellent protection against the cold. The 
hood was shaped to fit the head and the 
neck and could be closed over and tied with 
one long and one short length of tape. the 
long tape being wound around the neck 
and tied in front. There was a small area on 
each side of the hood that had no outer 
layer of material and the blanket lining 
showed through. This was designed delib
era tely for easier hearing when the hood 
was worn. 

The fourth item of the winter clothing 
were the reversible mittens. Each had a 
separate compartment for thumb and fore 
fmger, the remaining three fingers being 
contained in the body of the mitten. The 
mittens were joined together by a length of 
white tape which passed around the inside 
of the jacket and down each sleeve to pre
vent them being mislaid or lost. 
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Cold Weather Over-boots 
The harsh Russian winter of 1941/42 
brought home to the military the fact that 
the troops needed warmer clothing than 
they customarily wore in the comparatively 
temperate winter weather of Germany. 

The universally issued leather marching 
boots proved inadequate, particularly for 
guards, sentries and personnel manning 
static emplacements. The sub-zero temper
atures of the ground very quickly penetrat-
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ed the leather soles of the boots. To counter 
this problem, 'guard boots' with wooden 
soles were designed to be worn over the 
leather marching boots. 

There were several types of cold-weather 
boots, including straw over-boots and 
boots made from moulded felt, but the pat
tern illustrated here was probably the most 
elaborate of all. 

They were much larger than normal 
footwear (32cm high) because they were 

Left: Having arrived at a rail
head somewhere on the East
ern Front, troops of a 
Luftwaffe Field Division load 
their equipment on to hand 
carts in readiness for their 
move to a front-line position, 
23 April1943. Most of the 
men are wearing the 
reversible winter umform, 
which from the brightness of 
the white side appears to be 
newly issued. 



376 Cold-weather overboot, 
rear and side views. 

Far right: The purpose-made 
cold-weather snow boots. 
These should not be confused 
with either the guard boots 
illustrated and described 
below or the straw overboots. 

Right: To overcome the prob
lem of the reversible winter 
uniform becoming so dirty as 
to negate the purpose of the 
white camouflage, troops 
were issued with white cotton 
coveralls. When these became 
dirty they could easily be 
cleaned by laundry units oper
ating just behind the front 
line and rapidly returned to 
the fighting troops. These 
paratroopers on the Eastern 
front. the strain of fighting 
clearly shown on their 
features, are all wearing white 
cotton coveralls over their 
winter uniforms. The 
machine-gunner in the centre 
wears the issue cloth Toque. 
while the man on the right 
has pushed his Toque off his 
head and wears it around his 
neck. 

required to be worn over the marching 
boot. They were constructed from 1.5cm
thick block-felt, covered with brown leather 
on the upper welts and toecaps, with solid 
wooden soles at least 4cm-thick at the heel 
tapering to 2cm at the toe, and these in 
turn had rubber soles and heels stuck to 
their surface. The boots were trimmed with 
brown leather and were fastened down 
their split-back seam by two 16cm-long 
leather straps and metal buckles. 

The boots could be worn on either foot. 
Because of their size and unyielding thick
ness, they were not pulled on over the nor
mal boots, but the wearer stepped into 
them before fastening the twin straps. They 
were not suited to rapid movement. 

PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALIST CLOTHING 

Snow Camouflage 
Luftwaffe and Fallschirmjager troops 
serving on the Eastern Front during the 
winter months from 1942-43 onwards 
were confronted with the same problem as 
their Army compatriots . The reversible 
winter clothing proved so popular with 
these Air Force troops that they. too. tend
ed to wear the garments day and night for 
weeks on end. As the uniform was a warm 
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garm nt designed to keep out the evere 
old and. when worn with the white ide 

outermo t. to provide camouflage in 
now-cov red terrain. the white side to the 

jack t and trousers soon became filthy. 
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defeating the purpo e of the white camou
fl age. 

To over orne this problem, tho e troops 
op ra ting in the front line were issued 
with thin white cotton cover . capes or 

Left: Med1cal troops, two of 
whom are weanng white cot
ton coveralls, prepare a pur
pose-made paper 1nsulat1ng 
cover These white covers 
were wrapped around the 
bod1es of wounded or SICk 
sold1ers before they were 
placed on stretchers pnor to 
be1ng removed to a field hos
pital by motor transport, rail 
or aircraft Note the use of 
the spec1c1l wrnter boots 

Left: The normal cloth great
coat was found to be 
Inadequate to protect the 
troops f1ght1ng on the Eastern 
Front from the ravages of the 
RuSSian wrnters. Consequently 
those troops that were 
requ1red to operate 1n 
exposed pos1t1ons began to 
be ISsued wrth heavy-duty 
guard coats purpose-made 
from ammal sk1ns. Here 
women work1ng 1n a German 
factory produce ammal-sk1n 
fur guard coats. 

Above right: The crew of a 
heavy Flak gun weanng the 
purpose-made ammal sk1n fur 
coats. 

Right: Other forms of Impro
viSed cold-weather cloth1ng 
were frequently encountered 
Th1s photograph shovvs an 
88mm gun crew weanng 
ammal-sk1n Jerkins. 
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Opposite page and above: 
fur caps, a mode of dress 
copied from the Russians, 
were a popular form of head
dress for German troops 
operating on the Eastern 
Front during winter. They 
were produced in a variety of 
st)ies and colours. 

Above right Adolf Galland 
wearing an animal-skin 
fur-lined coat whilst rabbit 
hunting in January 1941. 

Right A cold-weather face 
mask. 

suits, similar to those used in the German 
Army, which could be worn over all uni
forms and equipment and could be easily 
washed and cleaned. For further details of 
these snow garments see German Army 
Uniforms and Insignia, 1933- 45, pp. 
181-182. 

Facemasks 
The extreme cold of the Russian win
ters, with temperatures that fall below 
freezing for long periods frequently 
combining with wind chill to become 
dangerous. was such that it was not 
uncommon for a soldier to have the tips 
of his ears frozen to the rim of his steel 
helmet with the result that the wearer 
frequently lost parts of his ears. It was 
necessary to wear gloves or use sacking 
when grasping metal. such as rifles , 
vehicle Jacks , etc. , for bare hands 
would freeze to the metal. 

Facemasks were issued to those men 
whose duties exposed them more than 
ordinarily to the elements: guards, sen
tries, and men in open lorries or railway 
trucks. 

PROTECTIVE AND SPECIALIST CLOTHING 
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One side of the mask was white, and 
this completed the snow camouflage 
afforded by the winter clothing. 

The Gas Mask Model M1938 
As part of the precautions taken to protect 
their troops from the possible dangers of 
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gas attack, all Luftwaffe personnel were 
issued with a gas mask canied in a pur
pose made case. An early model gas mask 
and case - the Model M 1924 - left over 
from the Reichwehr. was in use with the 
Luftwaffe in the mid 1930s (see Volume 
1933--40, pages 201- 202) but by 1939 the 

Left: An 88mm artillery p1ece 
manned by gunners of the 
Luftwaffe. The men wear full 
field service equipment includ
Ing the Model M 1938 gas 
mask earned in its canister. 

Below: When troops of the 
US Army captured the Ger
man town of Lassa. they over
ran a vast ammunition dump 
containing numerous gas 
filled bombs. It was calculated 
that there were some 55,000 
bombs ready for use and 
more than 45,000 bomb cas
ings ready to be filled, most 
of which were 3,500-
pounders. The photograph, 
taken on 18 April1945, 
shows two members of the 
Luftwaffe, wearing gasmasks. 
showmg Major Scott of the 
US Army some of the crated 
gas bombs which had recent~ 
arrived by ra1l. 



Right Troops of a Luftwaffe 
Field Division parade wearing 
the Zeltbahn as a· garment. 

majority of the Air Force troops were 
equipped with the standard Model Ml938 
gas mask housed in its distintive cylindri
cal, fluted metal, canister. 

Paratroops, as has been explained, used 
a special gas mask and cloth carrying case 
(see page 208) and those Luftwaffe person
nel engaged on flying duties were not 
required to carry, or had reason to wear, 
gas masks. 

Zeltbahn, Model 1931 [Waterproof Shelter 
Triangle) 
This item, issued to Luftwaffe troops, was 
identical with that used throughout the 
Army. 

It could be used for a variety of purpos
es, but was primarily designed to be worn 
as a waterproof cape. It was manufactured 
from tightly woven, water-repellent, cotton 
drill. printed on both sides with the stan
dard pattern of Army and Luftwaffe cam
ouflage patterning. dark on one side, 
lighter on the other. The triangle measured 
203cm x 203cm x 240cm, the last dimen
sion being the base edge. 
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Thirty dish-shaped, rustproof gun
metal buttons were sewn on each side, and 
there were twelve buttonholes along each 
of the shorter edges and six along the base 
edge. 

Two zinc grommets were set into the 
fabric at the two base corners and in the 
centre of the base edge, through each of 
which was threaded a 28cm length of 
thin rope with knotted ends. These were 
used to tie the cape to three others to 
form a tent. There was another. larger 
zinc grommet at each corner of the shel
ter triangle. 

In the centre of the Zeltbahn was a dou
ble-flapped opening which enabled the 
item to be pulled on over the head when 
worn as a cape. The buttons and button
holes, all of which corresponded exactly on 
both sides. were so disposed that the cape 
could be fastened around the body in dif
ferent ways, each offering maximum pro
tection yet freedom of movement. When not 
in use the Zeltbahn was folded or rolled 
and strapped to the field equipment or 
pack. 
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6. LUFTWAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICE 

Germany took longer to employ women to 
assist their armed services than was the 
ca e with Britain. This was probably due to 
a combination of the official azi Party atti
tude towards their women citizens and the 
fact that, for the first months of the Euro
pean war, Germany was victorious and it 
was probably felt that it was unnecessary 
for women to assist in the war effor t. How
ever, by early 1940 the need for servicemen 
to be released from office administration 
work for combat duty resulted in women 
being recruited for the German Army 
Female Signal Service ( achrich tenhelfer
rinen des Heeres) and a Air Force Female 
Assistants (Luftwaffenhelferinnen). 

Women between the ages of 17 and 45 
were recruited and trained by the Air Sig
nals Troops (Luftna hrichtentruppe) as 
clerical staff. telephonists. teletype printer 
operators, radio operators and assistants 
in the intelligence Service. They had a 
choice of serving with units ba ed within 
the borders of the Reich or joining those 
units operating on foreign soil. 

By 1943 the increase in the scale of the 
Allied bombing offensive against the Ger
man Reich. and the growing de r ase in 
those areas under German occupation. 
re ulted in many Luftwaffenhelferinnen 
being transferred from office duties to 
assist in the air protection ervices. Many 
women were drafted into the Luftwaffe to 
fill the depleted ranks of the Reich air 
d fence system. 

Volunteers drawn from the Luftwaffen
Helferinnenkorps were employed to act as 
auxiliary crews operating searchlight units, 
serving on anti-aircraft fixed battery sites 
and operating sound-locating and radar 
apparatus. They were formed into Flakwaf
fen-Helferinnen uni ts stationed within the 
borders of Germany, and although they 
were not member of armed forces, they 
were governed by military regulations and 
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discipline. They were distinguished by a 
special arm badge worn on the right upper 
arm of lh ir uniform (Fig. 423). By 1944 
women were a lso acting as medical staff 
attached to Flak units. 

In 1944 the ·ostkampfhelferinnen der 
Luftwaffe' was formed. In the main this 
consisted of female refugees from eastern 
Europe, but by ovember 1944 it con
tained so many refugees from all the coun
tries of Europe that its UUe was changed to 
'Luftwaffen-Kampfhelferinnen'. 

Early in 1945 another female organisa
tion , the 'Wehrmachthelferinnenkorps'. 
was formed from the wives and girl friends 
of German Army, Navy and Air Force p r
sonnel. The authorities felt it expedi n t 
that these females should at least have the 
protection of the articles of war as set out 
in the Geneva Convention , although Soviet 
Russia was not a signatory to this agree
ment. Significant additiona l help was 
afforded by these women. 

This tri-service organisation was divided 
into three main groups: a. Stabshelferin
nen: b. Nachrichtenhelferinnen; and c. 
Truppenhelferinnen. Personnel from the 
third group were assigned to transport and 
anti-aircraft dutie , etc. 

As late as 8 March 1945 the formation of 
the 'Helferinnenkorps der Luftwaffe' took 
place, although its organisation had been 
announced on 1 February that year. Their 
uniforms were of the same pattern as worn 
previously by earlier female formations. 
Their rank insignia was different, as is 
illustrated as Figs. 413 to 422. 

Kreigshilfsdienstmii.dchen 
Mention must be made of the female per-
onnel of the Reichsarbeit dienst. Known 

as Kriegshilfsdienstrnadchen, they too were 
actively employed in the defen e of the 
Reich. Originally in 1943 they formed part 
of the Flugmeldedienst, and were Jate1· 



Right A Luftnachrichten
FOhrerin acting as Duty 
Officer. This officer wears the 
blue-grey 'kostume' (suit) 
consisting of a jacket and skirt 
together with the 'Schiff
schenform' (little boat) cap. 
Note that no cockade was 
worn on this item, and that, 
to distinguish this person as 
an officer of the Ln-Helf
erinnenschaft, her cap was 
trimmed with gold-brown 
cording. She wears a light 
blue service blouse (shirt) with 
attached collar and black tie, 
on to which is pinned the 
small white-metal eagle and 
swastika stick-pin insignia. 
The matt gold-yellow duty 
cord worn around her right 
shoulder was the same pat
tern of cord as worn by male 
Duty Officers and NCOs, and 
1s described and illustrated on 
page 87. 

assigned to radar sites. In the spring of 
1944 their tasks were enlarged to help crew 
Flak batteries and in January 1945 they 
took over the operation of all searchlight 
batteries. These women wore the female 
version of the RAD uniform. 

LUF'IWAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 

Luftnachrichten-Helferinnen 
The Luftnachrichten-Helfertnnen. abbrevi
ated to Ln-Helferinnen, was part of the 
Luftwaffenhelferinnen. The Female Air Sig
nals Assistance service was made up of the 
Flugmeldedienst (literally, Flight Reporting 
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SeiVice and not to be confused with the Air 
Protection Warning SeiVice. better known 
as the Air Raid Warning SeiVice) and the 
Fernsprech -und Fernschribbetriebsdienst 
der Luftwaffe ffelephone and Teletype ser
vice of the Luftwaffe) . 

The duties of the Flugmeldedlenst were 
very similar to those of the Luft
schutzwahrndienst (Air Raid Warning Ser
vice) . Although these two organisations 
worked In close unison, the Flugmeldedl
enst. however. was considered the first line 
of air defence, operating as it did with 
binoculars. searchlights and sound locat
Ing equipment, identifying enemy aircraft. 
ob erving their flight path and reporting 
their findings to the Flak units. fighter 
defence and the Air Raid Warning Service. 

Females working with the Flight Report
ing SeiVice up to June 1940 wore stan
dard-pattern male Luftwaffe rank Insignia. 
From June 1940 to July 1941 the Insignia 
illustrated here applied (see Figs. 388 to 
392). 1 The insignia was worn on the left 
forearm of the blue-grey jacket. 

On 28 July 1941 lengthy In tructlons 
were published2 that changed the rank 
Insignia yet again. but this time the new 
insignia continued to be worn for the dura
tion of the war (see Figs. 398 to 404). 

The uniforms worn by the women of the 
LN-Helferlnnenschaft and the LS-Warndi
enst-Helferinnenschaft were given as: 
1 blue-grey cloth cap of fore and aft pat-
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tern (Schiffchenform. literally 'little boat 
shape'). 

1 double breasted blue-grey wintercoat 
with two rows each of four buttons. 

1 rain cape of a new pattern. 
1 suit (Kostum) which comprised: 

1 blue-grey single breasted jacket fas
tened by a single row of three but 
tons, a half belt at the back with two 
securing buttons, two side pockets 
with flaps and an inner pocket on 
the left side. 

1 straight blue-grey skirt with pleat. 
1 service blouse of a new pattern but 

not for use by officer grades. 
3 light blue seiVice blouses with col 

Iars attached. 
white service blouse of artificial silk 
of new pattern. 
blue-grey work smock. 

2 service frocks with 3 white collars. all 
of new patterns. 

1 woollen jacket. 
3 pairs of blue-grey artificial silk stockings. 
2 black neck ties of new pattern in place 

of the dark-blue clip-on ties. 
1 service handbag. 
2 pairs black shoes. 

Included in this list was 1 large Luft
waffe national emblem for the suit, 1 small 
emblem for the side cap. badges of appro
priate rank and 1 service brooch worn on 
the tie both for the Ln-Helferinnen and the 
LSW Helferinnen. 

Left: Telephone operators of 
the Luftnachrichten-Helfenn
nenschaft. All wear rank 
ins1gnia on the upper left 
sleeve of their blue-grey jack
et, above which they display 
the1r trade badge. 



377 The blue-grey Jacket and 
Skirt (K6stume) of the type 
worn by women of the vari
ous female Luftwaffe and Air 
Defence Formations (with 
certain modification of 
insignia). The uniform shown 
was for an OberfOherin of the 
Luftnachrichten-Helferinnen, 
~~a qualified Fl ight Reporting 
Service operator in charge of 
a Flugmeldedienst-Helferinnen 
Kameradschaft. 

Trade and Proficiency 
Badges for Service Women. 
378 Air raid warning service 
personnel. 
379 Air Signals personnel 
with qualification as a '8' 
Class telephone operator. 
380 Air Signals personnel 
with quali fication as a '8' 
Class teleprinter operator. 
381 Air Signals personnel 
with qualification as a '8' 
Class radio operator. 
382 Air Signals equipment 
administrator. 
383 Signals personnel in flight 
and anti-aircraft units (non-air 
signals units). · 
384 Searchlight equipment 
administrator. 
385 Direction-finder operator. 
386 Sound-locator operator. 
387 Qualified radio instructor. 

378 

383 

379 380 

384 385 

LUFIWAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 

Other items of clothing were also listed, 
such as winter garmen ts and s ports cloth
ing. 

Details of the Blue-Grey Uniform, 
Flight Cap and Specialist Insignia worn by 
Females of the various Luftwaffe and Air 
Defence Formations 
The standard-pattern Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika emblem was worn on the right 
breast of the blue-grey jacket, and in a 
s maller version on the front of the 
Fliegermutze (side cap) by personnel of the 
Luftnachrichten-Helferinnenschaft_ These 
emblems were machine-embroidered in 
matt-grey cotton for ranks from Helferin to 
Haupthelferin , and in silver -aluminium 
thread for all ranks from Fuhrerin and 
above. A small, white-metal s tick-pin in the 
form of the Luftwaffe national emblem was 
worn below the knot of the black tie by all 
personnel. 

Female Leaders of the rank of Fuhrerin 
and above in the Ln-Helferinnenschaft 
wore 0.3cm-wide gold-brown piping 
around the upper edge to the side flaps of 
their blue-grey Fliegermutze. They were 
further distinguished as Leaders by wear
ing s ilver-aluminium piping, 0.3cm wide, 
around the edge of the collar of both their 
Jacket and their Winter Coat. They also 
bore a lcm square silver -aluminium star 
embroidered into each collar point of both 
garments. 

381 382 

386 387 
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388 389 

393 394 

Female personnel of the Luftschutz
warndienst, regardless of rank, wore the 
machine-woven Luftschutz emblem (see 
Fig. 69) on the right breast of their Jacket 
and also on the front of their blue-grey 
Flight Caps. All LSW-Helferinnen female 
personnel were distinguished by 0.3cm
wide green piping along the upper edge to 
the side flaps of the Fliegermutze. This 
same Luftschutze emblem in white metal 
was worn as a small stick-pin on the black 
neck tie. They also wore the Luft
schutzwarndienst emblem on their left 
upper arm, halfway between the point of 
the shoulder and the elbow. 

Speciality badges (Tatigkeitsabzeichen), 
where these were worn, were worn on the 
left upper arm of both the Jacket and the 
Winter Coat, positioned 12cm below the 
point of the shoulder. Where rank insignia 
was also worn, the uppermost chevron was 
positioned 1cm below the lower edge of any 
speciality badge. 

Qualified Ln-Fiugmeldehelferinnen per
sonnel, both Leader grades and rank and file, 
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390 391 392 

395 396 397 

were permitted to wear the Flugmeldedien
stabzeichen, the Luftwaffe speciality badge 
for the Flight Reporting Service (see Fig. 378). 

Qualified Ln-Betriebshelferinnen per
sonnel, both Leader grades and rank and 
file , were allowed to wear Luftwaffe special
ity badges of the type worn by Luftwaffe 
Signals Troops. Although the instructions 
published in the Lujtwaffen-Verordnungs
blatt for 11 August 19413 did not specify 
which signals badges these were, it is safe 
to assume that they were those shown here 
as Fig. 379-Fig. 387. 

Female Leaders in charge of a Flug
meldedienst-Helferinnen-Einsatzgruppe or 
a Luftnachrichten-Helferinnen-Betriebszug 
were distinguished by a single strip of sil
ver-aluminium flat braiding, 0 .5cm wide, 
on both sleeves of the Jacket, the Working 
Smock and the Winter Coat, 12cm from the 
bottom of each cuff. 

Female Leaders in charge of a Flug
meldedienst-Helferinnen-Kameradschaft or 
a Luftnachrichten-Helferinnen-Betriebs
kammeradschaft wore two 0.5cm-wide 



Insignia of rank for the 
Luftnachrichten-Helferin
nen, August 1940 to July 
1941.4 

388 Betriebs-Gruppenfiihrerin 
und Heimleiterin. 
389 Betriebs-Gruppenunter
fOhrerin. 
390 Aufsichtshelferin. 
391 Flugmeldehelferin. 
392 Anwarterin (no insignia 
worn). 
Both the pre-August and post
August 1940 insignia were of 
the same dimensions and 
colouring. On~ the rank titles 
were altered. The insignia was 
worn on the left forearm of 
the blue-grey jacket and top
coat, 1 Ocm above the lower 
edge of the sleeve. The stripes 
were 1 em wide by 7 em long, 
1n silver-aluminium flat braid
Ing. The stars were 3cm 
square, hand-embroidered in 
silver-aluminium threads. 

Insignia of rank for female 
personnel of the 
Luftschutz-Warndienst. 5 

393 LS-Warndienstober
!Ohrerin. 
394 LS-Warndi~nstfOhrerin. 
395 LS-Warndienst
haupthelferin. 
396 LS-Warndienstober
helferin. 
397 LS-Warndiensthelferin. 
The insignia was worn on the 
left forearm, 1 Ocm above the 
lower edge of the sleeve, on 
both the blue-grey jacket and 
the top-coat. For the two most 
senior ranks of LS-Warndienst
oberfiihrennnen and LS-Warn
d~enstfiihrerinnen the 
1cm-wide silver-aluminium 
braid was worn around the 
cuff. The remaining three ranks 
had stripes of 1 em-wide silver
aluminium braid that was 7 em 
long. All the stars were 3cm 
square, hand-embrOidered in 
~lver-aluminium threads. 

Right This officer is shown 
here operating a telephone 
switchboard. This clearly 
shows her rank insignia, trade 
qualification badge and the 
single sleeve stripe worn on 
both cuffs. 

stripes of silver-aluminium braiding 
around both cuffs of the blue-grey Jacket, 
the Worklng Smock and the Winter Coat. 
The stripes were set 0.5cm apart, with the 
lower stripe positioned 12cm from the bot
tom of each cuff. 

LUFIWAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 

Women who held the rank of either 
Oberhelferinnen or Haupthelferinnen and 
who were appointed to the positions of 
responsibility as given above were also dis
tinguished accordingly by the single or 
double sleeve stripes. 
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Insignia of rank for luft-
nachricten-Helferinnen-
schaft, introduced 28 July 
1941 .6 

398 Stabstohrerin. 
399 HauptfOhrerin. 
400 OberfOhrerin. 
401 FOhrerin. 
402 Haupthelferin. 
403 Oberhelferin. 
404 Helferin. 
Anwarterin (no insignia worn). 
Similar insignia of the same 
pattern was also introduced at 
the same time to be worn by 

398 399 400 401 females of the Flugmeldehil· 
ferinnen and the Betriebshil-
ferinnen. All the chevrons 
were of flat, 0. Scm-wide sil-
ver-aluminium braiding lash-
ioned to give a shallow 
130°-angled chevron. The 
inner length of each arm of 
the chevrons was given as 
3.3cm, but examination of 
actual items shows that this 
was not the case; there was a 

~ tendency for these arms to be . 
4cm long. The curl at the base 
of the lower chevron worn by 

402 403 404 
the four senior ranks had an 
inner diameter of 1 em. The 
insignia was worn on the let 
upper arm, halfway between 
the shoulder and the elbow. 

Insignia of rank for female 
members of the Flugmelde-
dienst7 

398 Ln. Flum. StabsfOhrerin. 
399 Ln. Flum. HauptfOhrerin. 
400 Ln. Flum. OberfOhrerin. 
401 Ln. Flum. FOhrerin. 
402 Ln. Flum. Haupthelferin. 
403 Ln. Flum. Oberhelferin. 
404 Ln. Flum. Helferin. 
Ln .flum. Anwarterin (no 

405 406 407 408 insignia worn). 

Insignia of rank for female 
members of the Fern-
sprech·, Fernschreib-und 
Funkbetriebsdienst.7 
400 Ln-Betriebs-OberfOhrerin. 
401 Ln-Betriebs-FOhrerin. 
402 Ln-Betriebs-
Haupthelferin. 
403 Ln-Betriebs-Oberhelferin. 
404 Ln-Betriebs-Helferin. 
Ln-Betriebs-Anwarterin (no 
insignia worn). 
The rank of Ln-Betriebs-Ober-

409 410 411 fOhrerin was the most senior 
rank in this organization. 
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Rank insignia for Luftwaf
fen-Helferinnen personnel 
independent of other 
female Luftwaffe units, as 
of 17 March 1944. 
405 LW-OberstabsfOhrerin. 
406 LW-StabsfOhrerin. 
407 LW-Hauptfuhrerin. 
408 LW-Oberfuhrerin. 
409 LW-FOhrerin. 
410 LW-Haupthelferin. 
411 LW-Oberhelferin. 
412 LW-Helferin. 
The insignia was similar to the 
chevrons used by the Ln
Helferinen, previously 
described. The narrow silver
aluminium braid was D. Scm 
wide, the thicker braiding 
1cm wide. The inner diameter 
of the curl was 1 em. All 
insignia was worn on the 
upper left arm of the blue
grey jacket and top coat, 
halfway between the shoulder 
and the elbow. 

Insignia of rank for females 
of the Flakwaffenhelferin
nenschaft. 
405 Flakw.-OberstabsfOhrerin. 
406 Flakw.-StabsfOhrerin. 
407 Flakw.-Ha.uptfuhrerin. 
408 Flakw.-Oberfuhrerin. 
409 Flakw.-FOhrerin. 
flakw.-ObertruppfOhrerin (as 
410, but with two narrow
width chevrons). 
410 Flakw.-Trupptohrerin. 
411 Flakw.-Oberhelferin. 
412 Flakw.-Helferin. 
The insignia was of silver
aluminium flat braiding, 
O.Scm wide for the narrow
width chevrons and 1 em wide 
for the thicker-width 
chevrons. The curls had an 
inner diameter of 1 em. All 
were worn on the upper left 
~eeve of the blue-grey jacket 
and top coat, halfway 
between the point of the 
shoulder and elbow. Women 
who held leader ranks from 
FOhrerin to OberstabsfOherin 
were further distinguished by 
wearing an aluminium star on 
both collar points and having 
the collar of their Jackets 
piped in 0.3cm-wide silver
aluminium twisted cording. 

Above: An Oberst, Commandant of a Flak Battery, talking with 
a Flakwaffen-TruppfOhrerin in charge of one of hts searchlight 
units. On her left upper sleeve is the arm badge for personnel of 
the Flakwaffenhelferinnen-Korps. 

LUF'1WAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 

Below: Women of the Flakwaffenhelferinnen-Korps operating a 
high powered optical rangefinder. 
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413 414 415 

418 419 420 
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416 417 

421 422 

Rank insignia for personnel 
of the 'Helferinnenkorps 
der Luftwaffe' and their 
equivalent Luftwaffe male 
ranks. 
413 OberstabsfOhrerin, 
equivalent to an Obersleut
nant. 
414 StabsfOhrerin (Major). 
415 HauptdienstfOhrerin 
(Hauptmann). 
416 OberdienstfOhrerin (Ober
leutnant). 
417 DienstfOhrerin (Leutnant) 
418 Obertrupptohrerin (Feld
webel). 
419 TruppfOhrerin (Unter
offizier). 
420 Haupthelferin (Oberge
freiter). 



421 Oberhelferin (Gefreiter). 
422 Helferin (no insignia 
worn) (Fiieger/Grenadier). 
The insignia, worn on the left 
forearm of the blue-grey 
jacket and top-coat. was 
made from both O.Scm- and 
1cm-wide silver-aluminium flat 
braiding. The curl had an 
inner diameter of 1 em. An 
order dated 8 March 1945 
called for the creation of two 
new ranks, that of Generai
!Uhrerin and Vertreterin 
(Deputy) der Generaltohrerin. 
The insignia of rank for these 
two appointments is not 
known. 

LUF1WAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 

Female Personnel of the 
Luftschutz-Warndienst. 
The females serving in the LS-Warndienst 
wore uniforms and clothing of the same 
colourtng and pattern as that issued to the 
LN-Helferinnen and described above. Their 
ranks and rank insignia however differed 
and is shown here as Figs. 393-397. 

Female Personnel of Independent 
Luftwaffen-Herlferinnen Units 
On 17 March 1944 those Luftwaffen
helferinnen personnel not attached to 
either the LN-Helferinnen or LS-Warndi
enst units underwent a change in their 
rank insignia. This new system is shown 
here in Figs. 405-412. 

Left: The arm badge for per
sonnel of the Flakwaffen
helferinnen-Korps. 

Opposite page and below: 
Photographs taken in June 
1944, somewhere in the Bel
gium-Northern France Air Dis-

trict. Women operating a high 
powered searchlight. These 
photographs vividly show the 
scale of the searchlight in 
relation to the operators. 
Note also the use of head
scarves, worn instead of the 
Replacement Flight Cap. 
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423 The blue-grey Service Uniform worn 
by members of the Flakwaffen-Helferin
nenkorps. This was worn with a single
buttoned blue-grey M43 field cap 
complete with Luftwaffe eagle and 
swastika (not illustrated). 
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424 The blue-grey top-coat worn by 
members of the Flakwaffen-Helferin
nenkorps. 



425 The special arm badge 
for members of the Flakwaf
fen-Helferinnenkorps. This 
was worn on the right upper 
arm of the blue-grey jacket 
and top-coat. The design was 
machine-embroidered in 
white cotton threads on to a 
shield of blue-grey uniform 
doth. 

Right Women, of the same 
unit as on the previous 
spread, operating a high pow
ered searchlight. Note the 
Replacement Flight Cap. 

LUF1WAFFE WOMEN'S SERVICES 
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left : Three women, described 
as being employed as radio 
operators with an anti-aircraft 
battery, captured near Blosein 
by troops of the 2nd US 
Infantry Division, 1st US Army, 
in April1945. The woman in 
the centre is wearing a rain 
cape of the pattern issued to 
members of the Hitlerjugend. 
The woman on the right 
wears the two-button version 
of the Replacement Flight Cap 
and the top coat with correct 
insignia. 

426 The blue-grey 
Fliegerbluse, complete with 
arm band and collar stick-pin 
as worn by a civilian member 
of a Heimatflak battery. 
427 The stick -pin worn by 
factory personnel of the 
Heimatflak units. 

7. LUFTWAFFE HEIMAT FLAK UNITS 

The increased intensity of the Allied bomb
ing campaign against the industrial areas 
of the German Reich, and the growing 
shortages in manpower, forced the German 
authorities to create Home Defence Anti
Aircraft Artillery Units from among the 
employees of the factories and offices that 
the Allies were trying so hard to destroy. 

These Heimat flak units, as they were 
termed, were usually staffed by males 
under or over military service age and spe
cialist workers who were in reserved occu
pations and therefore exempt from military 
service. Their defence responsibility was to 
crew the light anti-aircraft batteries that 
defended their own areas of employment. 
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Each member of a battery was issued 
with a Luftwaffe blue-grey Fliegerbluse 
(devoid of insignia) and trousers, or black 
or grey one-piece work overalls. They all 
received a blue-grey Fliegermii.tze complete 
with insignia, and a steel helmet. Their dis
tinguishing insignia was a white arm band 
worn on the upper left sleeve and bearing a 
blue Luftwaffe eagle and swastika above 
the words 'Deutsche Luftwaffe' . 

These 'Flakwehrmanner' were divided 
into two areas of community responsibility: 
factory workers. who wore a white-metal 
stick pin bearing a swastika contained 
inside a cogged wheel, and civilians in the 
service of the Luftwaffe, who wore a small 

427 
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white-metal Luftwaffe eagle and swastika 
stick pin. These insignia were pinned either 
to the left lapel of the civilian jacket or to 
the left collar of the Flight Blouse or over
alls. 

The Flak crews were trained outside 
their workjng hours by qualified Luft-
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waffe instructors. Upon the successful 
completion of their basic training period, 
the battery commander awarded each 
civilian crew member an appropriate 
stick pin. These pins were required to be 
surrendered if a recipient left the ser
vice.1 

Above: Men of a Heimat·Fiak 
unit man a light anti·airaafi 
gun guarding an armament 
plant somewhere in Germany, 
26 De<:ember 1942. The Flak· 
wehrmanner wear black 
working overalls, Luftwaffe 
steel helmets and, contrary to 
normal practice. the 
'Deutsche Wehrmacht' black 
on yellow arm band. 



Below: Flakhelferen being 
ISSUed with travel warrants 
before going on leave. They 
wear the special blue-grey 
greatcoat and Luftwaffe 
FhegermOtze. 

8: HITLER YOUTH FLAK UNITS 

The Hitler Youth proved to be a valuable 
source of potential manpower. at least from 
among those older members who were too 
young to be conscripted for military service 
but old enough to carry out many impor
tant and essential functions for the defence 
of the German home front. 

Members of the Hitler Youth designated 
as 'Luftwaffen-Hitler Jugend', abbreviated 
to 'LwH-HJ' but more commonly referred to 
as 'Flakhelfer' (literally Assistants to Anti
Aircraft Artillery Units, or 'Flak Helpers') 
were called upon to supplement the many 
Luftwaffe Flak crews defending the Reich. 
Initially they served as messengers. weath
er observers. signallers and ammunition 

carriers, but after January 1943 they 
began to be increasingly involved in the 
active air defence of the Reich. 

By early 1943, with the United States 
Army Air Force bombing by day and the 
Royal Air Force by night, the situation 
within the borders of Germany was such 
that on 7 January previously-formulated 
regulations were published ! that made 
provision for all Hitler Youth boys (and 
later BDM girls) of 15 years or older to act 
as auxiliartes in any branch of the Luft
waffe that might require them. These 
youths were Initially employed part-time. 
but later served regular periods of duty, 
operating search lights and sound locat-
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428 the special blouse, 
trousers and cap as worn by 
H1tler Youth members of HJ
Fiakhelfer units. 
429 The special greatcoat for 
Hitler Youth members of HJ
Fiakhelfer units. 

Below: Hitler Youth Flakhelfer 
members being presented 
With the Luftwaffe Anti-Air
craft War Badge on the occa
~on of the Fuhrer's birthday, 
20 April 1944. The youths 
wear the distindive two-piece 
blouse and trouser uniform 
descnbed and illustrated here. 

ing equipment and acting as gun crew 
members manning guns both on Flak 
towers and in anti-aircraft-battery em
placements. By the summer of 1943 the 
Flak Helper organization had some 
100,000 German youths serving within 
its ranks . 

Initially, these HJ Flakhelfers wore their 
normal summer or winter Hitler Youth uni
form (depending on the seasons) , but by 
1943 they began to receive their own dis
tinctive uniform. This comprised a blue
grey waist-level blouse. matching long 
trousers gathered at the ankles and a blue
grey version of the Hitler Youth winter cap. 
In the winter of 1943/44 these youths were 
also issued with a distinctive blue-grey 
greatcoat which was not unlike the Luft
waffe Greatcoat, but had the addition of 

HITLER YOUTH FLAK UNITS 

two pleated breast patch pockets. Interest
ingly, it was worn with the Luftwaffe 
Fliegermiitze complete with its Luftwaffe 
eagle and swastika and the national cock
ade. and not with the previous pattern of 
cap. 

Their insignia consisted of the Hitler 
Youth arm band worn on the upper left 
arm of the blouse. Flieger-HJ shoulder 
straps (black straps with light blue piping) 
and a special triangular badge worn above 
the left breast pocket of the blouse. This 
black cloth badge had a narrow light blue 
inverted triangular frame surrounding a 
Luftwaffe eagle and swastika machine
embroidered in light blue, above which 
were the light blue gothic letters 'LH'. A 
small HJ diamond badge was worn on the 
upper part of the front of the cap. 



9: HERMANN GORING: THE MAN 
AND HIS UNIFORMS 

Hermann Wilhelm Goring was the most 
powerful and influential personality in the 
National Socialist Movement, second only 
to Adolf Hitler. Goring held many appoint
ments of great importance within the Party, 
the State and the Armed Forces, all of 
which required him to be attired in a par
ticular uniform. As an introduction to the 
range of uniforms he wore. a brief summa
ry of Goring's life and rise to power is given, 
to show the organizations and formations 
that he created and headed and the 
appointments he took up. together with the 
relevant dates. 

Born in the Marienbad Sanatorium at 
Rosenheim. Bavaria. on 12 January 1893, 
Hermann was the fourth of five children 
and the second son of Dr Heinrich Ernst 
Goring. Dr Goring had been the former, 
and first. Reich Commissar (Colonial Gov
ernor) for German South-West Africa, 
known today as Namibia, and Hermann's 
mother, Franziska 'Fanny' Tiefenbrunn, 
was Heinrich's second wife. 

Goring was trained for service in the 
German Army. first as a Cadet at the Offi
cer-Cadet School at Karlsruhe. and later at 
the Military Academy at Gross Lichterfelde, 
Berlin. 

In March 1912. a month after the death 
of his father, he was gazetted as a Leut
nant in the Prinz Wilhelm Infantry Regi
ment r.112 , headquartered at 
Muelhausen in German Alsace. He fought 
throughout the First World War, initially in 
the infantry and later in the German Air 
Arm. When serving with his Baden Regi
ment he was awarded the Imperial Iron 
Cross , Second Class, and five weeks into 
the war he was hospitalized with arthritis. 
While convalescing at Freiburg he met 
Bruno LOrzer, and subsequently trans
ferred into the German Air Arm. where he 
flew initially as an observer and later as a 
pilot. 
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Goring proved to be a competent fighter 
pilot, and his war record was exceptionally 
fme. He stood 46th on the list of First World 
War German fighter aces, accredited with 
22 victories. He received the First Class 
Iron Cross from the hands of the Crown 
Prince, then commanding the German 
Fifth Army, and on 2 June 1918 the Kaiser 
bestowed upon him the highest Prussian 
military decoration it was possible to 
receive. the coveted Order Pour le Merite, 
the famous 'Blue Max'. 

On 14 July 1918 Leutnant Goring was 
appointed to command Jagdeschwader 
Freiherr von Richthofen Nr.1 , the famous 
'Flying Circus' previously led, until his 
death on 21 April 1918. by the 'Red Baron' , 
Manfred von Richthofen. 

When the Armistice finally brought the 
war to an end, Goring would not accept 
defeat, refusing to hand over his aircraft to 
his superior officers until forced to do so. 
In 1920, at his own request, he was dis
charged from the German Army with the 
rank of Hauptmann and with the right to 
wear the uniform of the German Air Arm. 

Much embittered by the terms of the 
Versailles Treaty, Goring left Germany to 
live in Sweden, where he became a civilian 
pilot. It was in Sweden where he met, fell in 
love with and married his first wife. the 
Swedish Baroness Karin von Fock-Kant
zow. 

In 1921 Goring and his wife returned to 
Germany, where he enrolled as a student 
of history at Munich University . Whilst in 
Munich , in November 1922, Goring first 
heard of and met Adolf Hitler, and with 
almost immediate effect he enrolled as a 
member of Hitler's ational Socialist Ger
man Workers' Party. 

Goring: The Party Man 
On 28 January 1923 Goring was at the 
mass meeting of the Nazi Party held at 



Above: Leutnant Goring 
photographed as the com
mander of Jagdgeschwader 
Fre1herr von Richthofen 
Nr.1 . 

I 

Marsfeld, during which the Sturmabteilung 
(SA). made Its first official appearance in 
formation and received the first four SA 
standards. It was at this meeting that 
Goring was publicly made Commander-in
Chief of the SA. with the rank of SA-Ober
gruppenfilhrer, replacing his predecessor, 
the first SA leader Johann Ulrich Klintzsch. 
Charged with the task of organizing the SA. 
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Goring energetically set about building up 
this body of men. 

Goring took a prominent part in the 
Munich Putsch of 9 November 1923. 
Marching alongside Hitler, he sustained a 
dangerous wound which almost cost him 
his life. He was extricated from the melee 
that ensued after the German Police opened 
fire on the Nazi demonstrators. His life was 
undoubtedly saved by Frau lise Ballin, the 
wife of a Jewish merchant, assisted by her 
middle-aged sister. They tended his wound 
and hid him from the authorities. His groin 
wound was operated on by Professor von 
Asch and, under the threat of a warrant 
Issued for his arrest and gravely ill, he man
aged with the help of his wife and friends to 
escape the authorities. He first went to 
Garmisch, then to lnnsbruck in the Austri
an Tyrol, where he received proper hospital 
treatment, and later to Italy. 

Addicted to morphine, administered to 
him to overcome the pain of his wound. 
and living on charity from friends, support
ers and admirers, Goring and his wife, still 
under the threat of arrest. made their way 
to Stockholm via Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and the Free City of Danzig. It was not until 
1927. when an amnesty was declared for 
the National Socialists who had taken part 
in the 9 November 1923 March. that 
Goring and his wife were able to return to 
Germany. Hitler had been released from 
La.ndesberg prison and had revived the 
Nazi Party. and Goring immediately 
rejoined him and the Party. 

In May 1928 Goring became one of the 
first of twelve National Socialist Deputies to 
enter the Reichstag (the German parlia
ment), serving as Hitler's political represen
tative. He displayed an ability for a rather 
summary kind of leadership, and displaced 
the more moderate parliamentarians. With 
the sweeping Nazi election victories of 31 
July 1932 he was appointed President of 
the Reichstag on 30 August 1932. 

After the Nazi 'Seizure of Power' on 30 
January 1933. when Adolf Hitler became 
Chancellor of Germany, Goring was 
appointed Minister-President of Prussia. 
He was also appointed Commander-in
Chief of the Prusslan Police. and was both 
the founder and head of the Geheime 
Staats Pollzei. the Secret State Police uni
versally known by its initials GESTAPO, an 
appointment he relinquished to Heinrich 
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Left: Hermann Goring, in 
his capacity as Chief-of
Staff of the SA, makes an 
impassioned speech at an 
early National Socialist ra lly. 
He wears the military-style 
tunic adopted by the 
Sturmabtei lung after June 
1932. The badge on his 
right breast pocket is 
unidentified, although it is 
obviously of an Imperial 
German design and would 
appear to be aviation asso
ciated. The swastika arm 
band with its horizontal 
bands is an early pattern, 
and was only worn by 
senior members of the SA. 

Himmler on 1 April 1934, together with 
control over concentration camps. 

Goring founded the Deutsches Luftsports 
Verband (DLV) , the German Air Sports Asso
ciation, forerunner of the Luftwaffe, in 
March 1933. On 28 April he founded and 
was head of the Reichluftschutzbund (RLB), 
the Reich Air Defence League, the German 
air raid protection service, and five days 
later. on 5 May. he took on the appointment 
of Reich Minister for Aviation when the 
Reichskommissariat for Air, which he had 
headed since January 1933, was upgraded 
to a ministry. 

On 31 August 1933, Goring, who held 
the First World War Air Arm rank of Cap
tain (Hauptmann), was created a General 
of Infantry in the German Army by the 
Supreme Chief of the Reichswehr, Presi
dent Field Marshal von Hindenburg. 
Goring also held the SS Honorary rank of 
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer. bestowed on him 
by ReichsfOhrer -SS Himmler. 

On 26 February 1935 Hermann Goring 
became Commander-in-Chief of the newly 
constituted German Air Force. with the 
rank of Lufuvaffe General . Two months 
later, in April. Goring, now a widower, mar
ried Emmy Sonnermann, his first wife 
Karin having died in Stockholm on 1 7 
October 1931. 

Hitler promoted Goring to Luftwaffe 
Generalober t on 20 April 1936, and that 
same year Goring became Chief Forester 
and Hunting Master of the German Reich. 
In September 1936 he was appointed 
Plenipotentiary for th Four-Year Plan. He 
was also Chairman of the Council of Minis
ters for the Defence of the Reich and head 
of the 'Reichswerke Hermann Goring'. 

To celebrate Goring' 44th birthday on 
12 January 1937. SA Chief of Staff Viktor 
Lutze appointed him honorary Comman
der -in-Chief of the elite SA Standarte 
'Felderrnhalle' . He already held the rank of 
SA-Obergruppenfi.ihrer. 

On 4 February 1938 Goring was once 
again promoted by Hitler. this time from 
Generaloberst to Generalfeldmarschall, 
being the first Luftwaffe officer so hon
oured (see Volume 1933-40, page 79). 

On the day the Germans attacked 
Poland. 1 September 1939. Hitler named 
Goring as his successor. an appointment 
which he was to hold for the next five-and
a-half years. (This de ree was revised on 29 
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June 1941, after the flight of Rudolf Hess 
to Scotland.) 

Goring: The Reichsmarschall 
After the Fall of France Goring was yet 
again promoted, this time being elevated to 
the newly-created and extraordinary rank 
of 'Reichsmarschall de Gro sdeut chen 
Reichs' (Reich Marshall of the Greater Ger
man Empire). This appointment was pub
licly announced during the evening of 
Friday 19 July 1940. In a speech to the 
German people delivered before a special 
meeting of the Reichstag held in the Kroll 
Opera House, Hitler celebrated the victory 
in the West with an appreciation of the role 
played by his loyal Party comrades and 
with a succession of dazzling military pro
motions. 

In reference to Goring the Fi.ihrer said: 
'I have resolved. as FUhrer and Supreme 

Commander of the Armed Forces, to hon
our my officers before this forum which 
represents the German nation. I name ftr t 
the man whose merits in the service of the 
Movement. the State and the Luftwaffe are 
such as to make any expression of grati
tude difficult. Since the time when the SA 
was founded, Party comrade Goring has 
been inexorably bound up with the devel
opment and rise of our Movement. Since 
the Seizure of Power his capacity for work 
and his initiative have achieved results for 
the Reich and the nation in various fields 
all of which are an intrinsic part of the his
tory of our nation and our Movement. 

He became the creator of the German 
Luftwaffe when the task of building up the 
German Armed Forces began. Few mortals 
are granted the opportunity in the course 
of a single lifetime to create a military 
instrument from nothing and to forge that 
instrument into the strongest weapon of its 
kind . Above all he has installed his spiri t 
into the Luftwaffe. Generalfeldmarschall 
Goring has, in creating the German Air 
Force, as a single individual rendered the 
highest contribution towards the recon
struction of the German Armed Forces. In 
the course of this war, as Commander of 
the Luftwaffe he helped to create the con
ditions necessary for Victory. His merits 
are unique. 

I appoint him Reich Marshall of the 
Greater German Reich and decorate him 
with the Grand Cross of the Iron Cross'. 
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Left: Goring in the uniform of 
an SA-ObergruppenfOhrer. He 
wears six Imperial medals on a 
full medal bar, an Imperial 
Breast star and the Imperial 
Iron Cross 1st class, the 
Commemorative (Army) Pilots 
badge, a 1914-18 wound 
badge in black and, around 
his neck, the coveted Order 
Pour le Merite. 

Right: Hermann Goring as 
President of the German 
Reichstag, wearing SA 
uniform, presides over the 
new government in 1932. 
Seated in the front row, from 
right to left, are Vice Chancel
lor von Papen, Foreign Minist
er von Neurath, and Minister 
of the Interior Dr Frick. In the 
second row, from right to left, 
is Minister for Food Geheimrat 
Higenberg and tHe Reichs 
Labour Minister Seldte. The 
remaining persons are uniden
tified. 

Right: Prussian Minister 
President Hermann Goring, 
wearing his uniform as SA
ObergruppenfOhrer, collects 
donations in the Unter den 
Linden, Berlin, on the Day of 
National Solidanty. Although 
Goring is known to have 
worn the early verison of the 
SA kepi, his preference was 
for a peaked cap. 
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left: On 31 August 1933 
President Field Marshal von 
Hindenburg, the Supreme 
Chief of the Reichswehr, 
conferred on Hermann Goring 
the rank of General of 
Infantry of the German Army. 
Goring is seen here in the 
uniform of a General der 
lnfanterie at a ceremony held 
at the Ehrenmal in the Unter 
den Linden, Berlin, on the 
occasion of Heroes' Memorial 
Day. In February 193B Goring 
was promoted to the Army 
rank of Generaloberst when, 
at the same time. Generalfeld· 
marschall von Blomberg was 
removed from his post as 
Reichskriegsminister and 
Oberbefehlshaber der 
Wehrmacht (Minister of War 
and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces}. 

Right, upper and lower: 
German Forestry and Game 
Administration, controlled and 
administered before 1936 by 
the Lander or individual 
German states, was united by 
the Nazis into the Office of 
the Forest Master (Reichs· 
forstamt} under the control of 
Hermann Goring as Chief 
Forester and Hunting Master 
of the German Reich. Goring 
was an accomplished hunts· 
man and a good shot. 
enjoyed most forms of 
Germanic blood sports, and 
took an active interest in the 
Deutsche Jagerschaft. 
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Above: M101ster President Hermann Gonng takes the salute of h1s State Police at 
the conclUSion of a special parade held to mark hiS 41st birthday 1n the garden of 
h1s Berlin palace 1n the Le1pz1gerstrasse, 12 January 1934 Gonng, who wears the 
umform of ReKhsmimster der Luftfahrt (Re1chs M1mster of Air Travel), IS accompa
nied by Oberst Ja oby, h1s LPG 'General Gonng' Adjutant (see also Volume 
1933-40, p37). 

Above right On h1s next b1rthday, Gonng receiVed a handsome g1h of a hunter's 
carnage drawn by two magmf1cent black horses. He IS seen here on 12 January 
1935, weanng the DLV kle1ner Rock. 

Opposite page, top: Aher the surpnse b1rthday g1ft. Gonng rev1ewed troops of 
the State Police Group 'General Gcinng' drawn up 1n the garden of h1s Berl1n resi
dence on 12 January 1935. Gonng, seen here weanng the greatcoat for general 
off1cers of the DLV. IS accompamed by (leh to nght) Staatssekretar Korner, 
Adjutant and SS-SturmhauptfOhrer Grutzbach and, on Gonng's leh, Oberleutnant 
Bodenbach, h1s DLV Adjutant 

268 

Opposite page, bottom: General Gonng speak1ng at the off1cial completiOn of 
the add1bonal doorway built 1nto the frontage of what the NaZJs called the 'Hoot 
Wessel Haus', Berlin, 16 November 1935. On the leh of the speakers' stand~ Dr 
Pop1tz, the Prussian Finance Minister, and on the nght IS the mother of Horst 
WesseL Th1s build1ng had ong1nally been the Commumst Party headquarters, and 
was known as the Karl Uebknecht Haus. It stood on Weyd1nger Strasse, 1n front 
of the Bulowplatz, and was only 200m or so from the cemetery where Horst 
Wessel lay buned On 8 March 1933, fiVe weeks after the Naz1s came to power, 
SA Troop 6/6 occupied the CommuniSt Party bu1ldmg and se1zed 1t for the Naoon
al Socialists (the Sturmfahnen for SA Troop 6/6 IS shown 1n the photo on the 
nght). As well as adding an extra entrance and chang1ng the name of the build
Ing, the Naz1s renamed the street Horst Wessel Strasse and the Bulowplatz the 
Horst Wessel Platz. 
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Left: Accompanied by Re!Ch
sleiter Robert Ley (right) and 
NPEA officers, Goring inspects 
the newly constructed 
Ordensburg training establish
ment at Vogelsang on the 
Urftausse Lake, Germany. 
Goring, in casual attire, is 
wearing one of his favounte 
edged weapons. So fond was 
he of this hunting dagger, 
presented to him by the 
Swedish Count Eric von 
Rosen, his brother-In-law by 
his first wife. that he wore it 
when he surrendered to the 
American forces at the end of 
the war (see page 303). 

Below: Goring, as President 
of the Re1chsluftschutzbund, 
speaks before 18,000 office 
holders of the organization 1n 
the Berlin Sportpalast on 14 
November 1935. 



Below: On 10 April 1935 the wedding of General der Flieger Hermann Goring 
and Emmy Sonnemann took place at the Berlin Dom, the Evangelical Cathedral. 
This church ceremony was a State occasion that followed the civil wedding per-
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formed earlier that same morning. Adolf Hitler was best man and he, together 
with 300 other invited guests, attended the wedding breakfast at the Hotel 
Kaiserhof. 
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Left: The final day of Benito 
Mussolini's five-day state VISit 
to Germany. On 29 Sept
ember 1937 a massive military 
parade was held along the 
Charlottenburger Chausee in 
honour of the Italian D1ctator, 
dunng wh1ch 14,000 troops 
of the three serviCes marched 
past the saluting dais, an 
event that lasted 1 hr 20min. 
The photograph shows the 
Fuhrer, Generalfeldmarschall 
von Blomberg, II Duce and 
Generaloberst Goring waiting 
for the parade to begin. 
Mussolini is wearing the Gold
en P1lot-Observer badge With 
Diamonds bestowed on h1m 
by Goring the prev1ous day. 
Th1s was the highest pre-war 
Luftwaffe decoratiOn that 
could be awarded. 

Lower left: In celebration of 
Gonng's 44th birthday, Viktor 
Lutze, the SA Ch1ef of Staff, 
appointed G6nng honorary 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
elite SA-Standarte 'Feldherrn
halle', 12 January 1937 
Gonng, surrounded by mem
bers of the Luftwaffe. Allge
meme-SS (includmg a 
Reserve-SS off1cer in the back· 
ground). SA and HJ, is collect
ing voluntary contributions for 
the Winterhilfwerk from Berl1n 
shoppers on the Day of 
National Solidarity, 4 Dec
ember 1937. He wears h1s 
vers1on of a semor SA off1cer~ 
uniform in his capaCity as 
honor~ry Commander-m
Chlef of the SA-Standarte 
'Feldherrnhalle'. For some 
mexphcable reason he IS wear
ing his 'Feldherrnhalle' for
mation cuff-title on h1s nght 
cuff. 



Right: The Commander of 
the SA-Standarte 'Feldherrn
halle', accompanied by other 
senior Regimental officers, 
greeting their honorary Com
mander-in-Chief, Gener
aloberst Hermann Goring. On 
this occasion Goring was pre
sented with the SA Feldherrn
halle dagger, seen here in its 
presentation box being carried 
by the SA-Gruppenfuhrer 
standing in front of the offi
cers. 

Below: A studio portrait of 
Generalfeldmarschall Gonng. 
Interesting~. the four deco
rations he is weanng are being 
worn incorrect~. The 'Blood 
Order' medal (more correctly 
the 'Decoration of 9th Novem
ber 1923') lacks the arc of 
ribbon around the button of 
the right breast pocket flap. 
Normally the three decorations 
p1nned to his left breast were 
worn in the reverse order to 
that shown here. The Golden 
Party badge should have been 
worn above his lmpenallron 

Cross, 1st Class, and, 1n turn, 
the Iron Cross should have 
been worn above h1s Golden 
P1lot-Observer badge With 
Diamonds. 

Below right Adolf H1tler, 
Leader, Re1chs Chancellor and 
Supreme Commander of the 
German Armed Forces, IS 

greeted by Generalfeld-
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marschall Hermann Gonng on 
the Fuhrer's arnvalm the Lust
garten before the start of the 
parade held to mark the 
National Holiday of the 

German People, 1 May 1938. 
In th1s photograph Gonng 1s 
weanng h1s decorations 1n the 
correct manner. 
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Left: Despite its quality, this 
photograph is of particular 
interest. It is claimed to have 
been taken in March 1939, 
when Generalfeldmarschall 
Gonng was visiting German 
troops garrisoned on the 
Western Front. On the collar 
of his cloth greatcoat Goring 
appears to be wearing the 
insignia of his rank on collar 
patches of black material. The 
reason for this is not known. 
It may have been that, for a 
very limited period, black 
Waffenfarbe collar patches 
were worn not just by those 
persons on the permanent 
staff of the German Air Min
istry, as instructed in the 1935 
listing (revised to April1938) 
published in Dress Regulations 
for the Air Force (see Volume 
1933-40, p.114), but by all 
Air Ministry personnel, Gonng 
included. 



430 White Summer Tunic. 
This was a double-breasted, 
open-neck tunic manufac
tured in white material. It had 
two rows each of three gilt 
buttons. There were two side 
pockets set at an angle with 
squared-off pocket flaps. 
The tunic was worn with a 
white shirt. a black or light 
brown tie, white trousers, 
white buckskin shoes and a 
white-topped summer peaked 
cap. Goring wore his General 
Field Marshal 's collar patches 
and shoulder-straps on this 
tunic, together with a pin-on 
Luftwaffe national emblem in 
gold-coloured metal and 
those of his medals and deco
rations that he felt proper. 
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Opposite page, bottom left: An official portrait photograph 
taken in 1938 of Generalfeldmarscha/1 Goring wearing the Luft
waffe kliener Rock and various decorations and awards. 

Opposite page, bottom right: Goring greets guests at an offi
cial but unidentified pre-war reception presumed to have been 
held in his Air Ministry. Goring wears the Luftwaffe general offi
cer's 'kliener Rock'. 

Below left: Goring, accompanied by his wife Emmy (hold1ng 
flowers), looks with obvious pleasure at the gifts presented to 
him by the people of Danzig to mark his 45th birthday, on 12 
January 1938. Compared with the previous photograph, it can 
be seen that Goring wears his 'little coat' without collar patches. 

Below: Generalfe/dmarscha/1 Goring with Paul, Prince Regent of 
Yugoslavia, at the entrance of the guesthouse in the grounds of 
Karinha/1, Goring's private residence. Goring is wearing the white 
summer uniform for an officer of the Luftwaffe. The guest house 
is guarded by men of the Regiment 'General Goring'. The officer 
wearing a peaked cap is Genera/major Bodenbach, and standing 
behind Goring, also wearing a Luftwaffe white summer uniform, 
is former 55 officer and Staatsekretar, now Luftwaffe Major, 
Korner (see also upper photograph on page 269). 
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Left: GeneralrnaJor Hans 
Jeschonnek, Chief of the Luft· 
waffe General Staff, studying 
a map with his Commander, 
Generalf1eldmarschall Gonng. 
Goring IS wearing a wh1te 
summer version of the off1· 
cers' Fliegerbluse, a style of 
tunic that he continued to 
wear with appropriate change 
of rank insignia after he was 
promoted to Reichsmarschall 

Below: Dunng cold or 
inclement weather Gonng fre
quently favoured weanng the 
blue-grey Luftwaffe offiCers' 
cloak for those occaSions that 
did not requ1re the cloth 
greatcoat. Here he is weanng 
his officers' cloak to take the 
salute of a drive-past of a 
detachment of motorcycles 
from the Berlin Schutzpohze1 
on 12 January 1938. To the 
nght of Gonng stands He1n· 
nch H1mmler, and on Gonng~ 
left IS Kurt Daluege and Re1n· 
hard Heydrich. For deta1ls of 
the Luftwaffe off1cers' cloak 
see Volume 1933-40, 
pp.244-247. 

Right The Field Marshal wore 
other forms of wet weather 
coat, such as th1s waterproof 
ra1ncoat. 
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Left: G6r1ng often wore the 
standard pattern of the offi
cers' leather greatcoat during 
cold weather. He 1s seen here 
talk1ng with pilots at an 
umdenbf1ed a1rf1eld The 
occaSion must have been of 
Importance, as at least fiVe of 
the off1cers accompanymg 
GOring are General officers 

Right: Generalfeldmarschall 
GOnng, Oberbefehlshaber der 
Luftwaffe, rece1ves the award 
of the Knight's Cross of the 
Iron Cross from the hands of 
the Fuhrer on 30 September 
1939. 

Left: Generalfeldmarschall 
Gonng VISiting what IS 

believed to be an a1r force 
squadron somewhere 1n the 
east, probab~ Poland He IS 

weanng h1s Kmght~ Cross, so 
th1s dates the photo as post 
30 September 19 39 
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Shoulder-straps and collar patches 

Above: Reichsmarschall des Grossdeutschen Reiches, first 
pattern. 

Above: Reichsmarschall des Grossdeutschen Reiches, second 
pattern. 
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Opposite page, left: Goring, new~ promoted to Reichs
marschall, wears the Luftwaffe off1cers' version of the 
Fliegerbluse. It could be claimed that this was something of a 
'transitional uniform'. Po1nts of interest are the first pattern of 
Reichsmarschall collar patches (see opposite page), the lack of 
the breast eagle, the addition of the 1939 bar to his 1914-18 
Imperial Iron Cross, 1st Class, and h1s Grand Cross to the Iron 
Cross worn at his neck. He is also still wearing his normal Luft
waffe officer's white-topped summer peaked cap. 

Left Even after his promotion to Re1chsmarschall, Gonng contin
ued to wear his officer's leather greatcoat, but With the addition 
of his new shoulder-straps. This photograph seems to suggest 
that all was not well with the course of the German a1r war over 
Great Britain. Adolf Galland (looking down), the Re1chsmarschall 
and the troops in the background all look deddedly grim. 

Right: Goring takes his leave of Molders (left) and another pilot. 
This shows the rear of his leather greatcoat. 
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439 Officer's Leather Greatcoat This was a private~ purchased garment, made to measure from 
fine-grain quality leather dyed to a blue-grey shade. It conformed in general appearance to the 
des1gn of the cloth greatcoat for officers of the Luftwaffe. On appropriate occasions throughout his 
Third Reich Air Force career Gonng wore a leather greatcoat. He displayed h1s rank by means of the 
shoulder-straps. The coat had pebble-finished gilt metal buttons worn down the front in two rows 
each of fiVe buttons. No collar patches or other items of insigma were worn on this coat. 
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left: Another distinctive, and unique, coat was worn by Goring. 
During the ear~ part of the war he favoured a three-quarter
length double-breasted top coat made from dark blue-grey 
material. It had deep side pockets and an extra pocket on the 
front. A somewhat worried-looking Reichsmarschall is seen here 
on his 48th birthday during a visit to a squadron engaged in the 
attack on the United Kingdom. Others with him are. from left to 
right: Staatssekretar Korner, General der Flieger Loerzer and 
Generalfeldmarschall Sperrle. The officer in the foreground is un
identified. 

lower left: A rear view of Goring 's special three-quarter-length 
top coat. 

440 Three-quarter-length Greatcoat. During his first six months 
or so as Reichsmarschall of the Greater German Reich, Goring 
favoured a double-breasted, three-quarter-length dark blue-grey 
greatcoat. This unique garment - there was no other com
parable coat worn within the Luftwaffe - was worn open at the 
neck. It had a wide collar, two large side patch pockets both 
with large squared pocket flaps, and a single external vertical slit 
pocket with flap on the right side of the coat, slightly above 
waist level. It had a two-buttoned half-belt at the rear, and on 
the front a set of six gilt buttons in two rows each of three 
buttons. Goring's Reichsmarschall collar patches and shoulder
straps were worn on the coat. and he wore his Great War 
Honour Title on the right forearm (not illustrated here). There 
were no turn-back cuffs. Goring frequently wore this greatcoat 
during the period of the Battle of Britain and for a short time 
afterwards, but it seems to have disappeared from his wardrobe 
after his failure to destroy the Royal Air Force. Goring also 
ceased to wear his 'Jagdgeschwader Frhr.v.Richthofen Nr.1, 
1917/18' cuff-title once he donned his new-style dove-grey 
Reichsmarschall uniforms. 

441 This was the original'offidal' tunic (or, more correct~. 
blouse) that GCiring ordered to be designed, and that he wore 
after his elevation to the rank of Reichsmarschall der Gross
deutschen Reichs. It was very similar in appearance to the 
Imperial German 1915 officers' pattern 'Biuse'. It was dove-grey, 
fly-fronted and single-breasted, the collar normally being closed 
at the neck. It had two external, slight~ curved side pocket 
openings without flaps. The collar of the tunic was edged with 
twisted gold cording, and the sleeves had no turn-back cuffs. 
The Luftwaffe national emblem sewn to the right breast was in 
fine gold wire hand-embroidered on to a backing of white 
material. Under the tunic Goring wore a white shirt and. when 
he left the tunic top button undone, a light grey tie. 

Opposite page, top right Yet another official photograph of 
Hermann Goring, taken to record his promotion to Reichs
marschall. Goring is wearing the dove-grey uniform with the first 
pattern of collar patches. He is also wearing three neck orders; 
his Grand Cross, his Knight's Cross and his Order Pour le Merite. 

Opposite page, lower right: On a visit to a Luftwaffe airfield 
somewhere in northern France. Goring talks to NCO and officer 
pilots from an unspecified squadron. The photograph was taken 
on 12 September 1940, and Goring is wearing the first pattern 
of Reichsmarschall collar patches. 
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Goring as Reichsmarschall 
possessed two patterns of 
uniformed peaked cap, one 
being somewhat more elabo
rate than the other. 

Left: The less elaborate of the 
two caps is shown here. 
Goring confers with General 
Bruno Loerzer (holding map) 
and General Hans Jeschon
nek, the Luftwaffe Chief-of
Staff (far left), 1 Odober 
1940. 

Right: The other, more elabo
rate, Reichsmarschall cap 
worn by Goring. 

442 and 443 The Uniform Peaked Cap, Full-Dress version. 
There were two special peaked caps that Goring wore as part of his Relchs
marschall's uniform. The first could be classed as the full dress version, the cap 
that formed part of his official uniform, while the second cap, not quite so 
elaborate, could be said to be his informal or undress Marshal's cap. Both caps 
exhibited a high standard of workmanship, and details of the design and colouring 
of the 'full dress' version were published in the German trade magazines Unifor
men-Markt 1 and Schwert und Spaten.1 The crown and body to the cap was 
made form 'hellgrau' (light-grey) material of the finest quality, the cap band was 
of light-grey velvet and the peak was of black patent vulcanised fibre with a 
narrow stitched rim and a pale green underside (see photos on page 307). The 
insignia of the cap was also of the highest quality, the gold embroidery work 
being of 'blankgold'; bullion threads of refledive, glittering gold. The national 
emblem was embroidered on to a backing of dove-grey material and then sewn 
to the front of the cap. On later caps this eagle and swastika was worked dired~ 
1nto the cloth of the cap. The size of this emblem was slightly larger than those 
emblems on normal Luftwaffe officers' caps. The crown to the cap and the top 
and bottom edge of the cap band were piped with gold cording. The gold-wire 
hand embroidery worked diredly into the front of the velvet cap band took the 
form of a wreath of laurel leaves made up of twelve individual leaves and four 
laurel berries surrounding a cockade of concentric rings of black, silver and red. 
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This cockade was edged with a fine border of silver wire which, in turn, was 
bordered with a circle of gold, and the whole stood proud from the wreath. On 
either side of the wreath were stylized 'wings', each of two sets of four lines of 
feathers. Embroidered around what remained of the cap band was a decorative 
series of laurel leaves and berries. It is believed that 30 such leaves and berries 
encircled the cap band. The cap was finished off with a set of gold-coloured cap 
cords held in place by means of two small pebble-surfaced gilt-coloured cap cord 
buttons. The original cap was manufadured by the Berlin f1rm of Robert Lubstem, 
and the responsibility for the hand embroidery is attributed to two Berliners 
employed by the firm, Herr Hanselmann and Herr Troltsch. It is evident that 
Goring had more than one Marshal's cap of both patterns. The full dress cap as 
illustrated in official photographs of Hermann Goring taken to mark his promo
tion to Reichsmarschall show that there were only ten laurel leaves and four laurel 
berries on the wreath, whereas on other, later, caps of this type there are clearly 
twelve leaves and four berries. 

444 The Undress Uniform Peaked Cap. 
This was a simpler version of the Full Dress Cap. It was similar in all resped5, 
except that it lacked the golden wreath of laurel leaves embroidered around the 
grey velvet cap band. 
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Goring had a variety of Reichs
marschall uniforms. Some 
were of a distinct cut, while 
others had slight differences in 
style or trimmings. 

Left: This photograph shows 
Goring, wearing his uniform as 
Reichsmarschall des Gross
deutschen Reichs, seated 
among mourners in the 
Mosaic Hall of the New Reichs 
Chancellery listening to an 
oration in honour of 
Reichsminister Kerr!. Note the 
broad white stripes on his 
breeches. 

445 Variant to the Reichs
marschall Tunic. It is self-evi
dent that Goring possessed 
more than one Reichs
marschall~ uniform. The illus
tration here represents the 
'Imperial Bluse' -style tunic (see 
Fig. 441 ), but with white pip
ing to the turn-back cuffs. 

446 The Special Tunic. On 
certain occasions Goring wore 
a tunic that has been 
described as the 'kleiner Rock 
fOr Reichsmarschall' . Apart 
from its dove-grey colour it 
was identical to the blue-grey 
'Uttle Coat' worn by Luftwaffe 
Generals and fully described in 
Volume 1933-40, pp.228-
232. Dove-grey trousers with 
either broad white stripes or 
white piping were worn with 
this coat. As the coat was 
worn open at the neck, a 
white shirt and a light grey tie 
were worn. Brown leather 
shoes completed the outfit. It 
is safe to assume that Goring 
would have worn this uniform 
as an informal Evening Full 
Dress and Undress Service 
Dress. 

left: In the 'The House of 
Aviation' (Haus der flieger) in 
Berlin on 11 January 1941, 
Goring, on the eve of his 48th 
birthday, presents German 
Coal Miners with the deco
ration of the War Merit Cross. 
Goring is wearing his Reichs
marschall's uniform with 
trousers that have white piping 
on~. 
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Below: A variant of the 
Reichsmarschall's blouse. Note 
the white piping around the 
false turn-back cuffs. From 
left to right, Generalfeld
marschall Ernst Udet, Gener
alleutnant Bodenschatz, 
Reichsmarschall Hermann 
Goring and Professor Willy 
Messerschmitt, during a visit 
Goring made to the Messer
schmit! works on 20 February 
1941. 
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Above: Among the d1fferent styles and vanat1ons of un1form garments that 
Gonng wore 1n h1s capaCity as ReiChsmarschall was the so-called 'kliener Rock 
fur Re1chsmarschall' It followed the same cut as the normal off1cers' 'Little 
Coat' that Gonng wore as a Generalfeldmarschall (see photos on pages 274 
and 275). but was produced 1n dove-grey matenal With white lapel faongs, and 
cuff-p1p1ng and broad wh1te stnpes and p1p1ng to the matchmg trousers 
Re1chsmm1ster Dr Joseph Goebels congratulates Gonng on h1s 48th b1rthday, 12 
January 1941 

Above right At the start of h1s state VISit to Germany, F1eld Marshal Slavko 
Kvatermk, the Deputy Leader of the 'Free and Independent' State of Croatia and 
M1mster for Nat1onal Defence. 1s greeted by Hermann Gonng at h1s headquarters. 
Hrvatsk1 Vojskovodja Kvatern1k carnes h1s 'marshal's baton', which took the form 
of a ceremonial axe. Gonng IS weanng h1s 'Little Coat' umform With trousers that 
have wh1te p1pmg only 
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Opposite page, centre: Gonng, weanng a white linen summer tumc, 1n conver
sation With Kmght's Cross holders Hauptmann Peltz (left) and Hauptmann Baum
bach at h1s headquarters 1n July 1942. 

Opposite page, bottom: Gonng 1n a var~ant of the wh1te SIUmmer tun1c illustrat
ed 1n the preced1ng photograph. Pocket flaps are VISible 1n that photograph, but 
th1s )<lcket does not have them. Gonng IS also weanng a wh1te-top SIUmmer ver
Sion of h1s ReiChSimarschall's cap, and rt appears that the crovvn IS piped 1n gold 
cord1ng. The photograph was taken 1n the grounds of Kannhall1n September 
1943, and shows, from left to nght, RelchSimimster Albert Speer, Hermann 
Gonng, Generaloberst Loerzer (weanng the Luftwaffe off1cers' wh1te summer 
tuniC) and General Korten, Luftwaffe Chief of Staff 
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447 Gor1ng wore a white linen summer tumc based on the 
design of hiS Retchsmarschall's dove-grey tumc Fly-fronted, rt 
was normally worn dosed at the neck and had two Side pockets 
With curved opemngs The photograph left shows the tumc with 
pocket flaps, and 1t IS posSible that these flaps could be tucked 
1nto the pocket, giVmg the tumc the appearance of not haVIng 
any pocket flaps, as 1n photo lower left. Gonng wore whatever 
of hiS decoratJOns and awards he pleased. Under the tumc he 
wore a wh1te sh1rt and light grey or black t1e The Retchs
marschall seemed to wear a vanety of trOUISers With thiS tunK; 
Luftwaffe blue-grey, dove-grey, and wh1te linen. A wh1te-topped 
Marshal 's summer cap and whrte buckskm shoes completed thiS 
umform. 

448 Summer Sh1rt. There were t1mes of Informality dunng 
penods of hot weather, such as a VISit the Re1chsmarschall made 
to the Ukra1ne, when GOnng was photographed weanng a 
summer sh1rt. Th1s long-sleeved garment, no doubt made for 
h1m 1n f1ne-quality matenal, had two box pleated breast pockets, 
a row of at least six small sh1rt buttons down the front and, m 
order to d1splay h1s Grand Cross, was worn dosed at the neck. 
GOnng wore this sh1rt With a pa1r of lightweight dove-grey 
trousers and wh1te buckskm shoes. He displayed hiS speoal 
shoulder-straps, but wore no collar patches. The Luftwaffe breast 
emblem over the nght breast pocket was thought to be 1n gold 
embrOidery, probably worked on a back1ng of wh1te matenal and 
buckram and p1nned to the sh1rt 
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Left and right: From a senes 
of photographs taken in mid
August 1943, record1ng a VISit 
made by Goring to a Flak bat
tery 1n the Hamburg area. 
Also see overleaf. 
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Left and right More illustra
tions from a series of 
photographs taken in mid
August 1943, recording a visit 
made by Goring to a Flak 
b1ttery in the Hamburg area. 
Also see overleaf. 
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Left: Final illustrations from a series of photographs taken in mid-August 1943, recording a visit 
made by Goring to a Flak battery in the Hamburg area. 

Above: Wearing his distinctive dove-grey greatcoat, Goring salutes the open grave of 
Generaloberst Udet. 

449 and 450 Goring had a number of dove-grey greatcoats that complemented his Reichsmarschall's 
uniform. They were all very similar, with on~ subtle variations in design to distinguish them. All were 
double-breasted, all had a double row of at least five, possib~ six, gilt buttons, and all had white fac
Ings to the fold-back lapels. There was white piping to the deep turn-back cuffs, what appeared to be 
wh1te piping down the front edge of the coat but was in effect the extension of the white lapel fac
mgs, and gold twisted cording around the edge of the collar. The Reichsmarschall collar patches were 
worn and the shoulder-straps were sewn into the shoulder seams. There were two side pockets with 
squared-off pocket flaps which were also edged in white piping. On at least one variant of this great
coat there was an extra side pocket, as shown here. On the back of these coats there was a cloth 
half-belt secured by two gilt buttons, and there was a central vent in the skirt. 
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Above: Part of the complete ensemble of Reichsmarschall uni
form items was the dove grey cloak. Apart from its colour, this 
garment was identical to the blue-grey cloaks worn by Luftwaffe 
officers before the war as an optional item and described in Vol
ume 1933-40, pp.244-247.1n keeping with the previous pat
tern of officers' cloak. this new garment displayed an elaborate 
eagle and swastika badge, but now combined with crossed 
batons and worn as an arm badge on the left shoulder of the 
Reichsmarschall's cloak. 

451 and 452 The Reichsmarschall's Cloak and Eagle emblem. 
Apart from the colour of the cloak and the special gold, hand
embroidered eagle emblem sewn to the left shoulder, this 
Reichsmarschall cloak was identical to the style of cloak worn by 
Luftwaffe general officers (see Volume 1933-40, pp.244-247). 
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Goring: The Final Days 
All this was in sharp contrast to the events 
that took place five years later, when, in 
April 1945, Goring was expelled from the 
Party, stripped of his rank of Reichs
marscha ll , dismissed from his post as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe and , 
on the express order of the FUhrer, was 
arrested by the SS on a charge of high trea
son and came within an ace of being exe
cuted by a firing squad. His position as 
successor to Hitler was withdrawn, and 
Grossadmiral Karl Donitz was a ppointed to 
succeed the Fuhrer in his place. 

Goring was held prisoner at his villa at 
Obersalzberg from 23 April 1945, and 
when this was destroyed during an air raid 
on 29 April he persuaded his captors to 
allowed him to move to Mauterndorf. He 
and his family and retinue remained there 
until 7 May, held prisoners by a detach
ment of 100 men and their officers from the 
Leibstandarte-SS 'Adolf Hitler '. 

453 Reichsmarschall 's double-breasted 'Litewka' tunic. This was 
the tunic, stripped of all insignia and metal items other than the 
buttons, that Goring wore when he was imprisoned at Nurem· 
berg and arraigned for war crimes. It was another style of tunic 
that formed part of Goring's Reichsmarschall's wardrobe. Similar 
in style to the pre-1915 Imperial German 'Li tewka', it was a dou
ble-breasted garment that could be worn either closed or open 
at the neck. It had two vertical rows each of six gilt-coloured 
pebble-surfaced metal buttons. There were two side pockets 
with pocket flaps, and the sleeves had deep turn-back cuffs. 
White piping was used around the edge of the collar, the lapels 
and down the front edge of the tunic. The tops of the turn-back 
cuffs and the edges of the pocket flaps were also piped in white. 
The Reichsmarschall's insignia of collar patches and shoulder
straps were worn, as well as his awards and decorations. 

454 Special Utility Tunic. In late March 1945, with the defeat of 
the Third Reich on ly weeks away, Goring devised and had tai
lored a form of 'Uti lity Uniform', complete with special rank 
insignia, head-dress and greatcoat, that was far less flamboyant 
and colourful than his Reichsmarschal l's uniform. Albert Speer, 
Minister of Armaments and War Production, mentioned seeing 
Goring wearing this new uniform for the first time when Goring 
made his last visit to the Fuhrerbunker on 20 April1945,3 ten 
days before Hitler took his life. The tunic was of a simple cut, 
single-breasted with four plain patch pockets. It had a single row 
of five pebble-surfaced matt blue-grey metal buttons to the 
front, and a single button to each pocket flap. Goring wore this 
tunic closed at the neck and with his special simplified shoulder
straps trimmed with twisted gold cording. This same cording was 
used to edge the tunic's collar. Interestingly, there were no collar 
patches or Luftwaffe breast emblem. The tunic was worn with 
matching, somewhat baggy, breeches. This was the uniform that 
Goring wore when he first made contact with the US forces. He 
wore it again when he presented himself at the interrogation 
centre and detention camp at Augsburg. 
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Amid the confusion of the closing hours 
of the war in Europe, and with Hitler having 
committed suicide in his Berlin bunker on 
30 April 1945, the SS had little desire to 
execute the Reichsmarschall, and a unit of 
loyal Luftwaffe troops eventually freed him 
from his SS captors. Goring, accompanied 
by his family and aides. a small entourage 
of 30-odd loyal personnel and staff mem
bers, set out in a column of staff cars and 
two lorries loaded wi~ personal luggage to 
make contact with the advancing Ameri
cans. They were taken prisoner by First 
Lieutenant Jerome N. Shapiro on the 
refugee-packed road somewhere between 
Mauterndorf and Fischhorn. The rest of his 
story, from being taken prisoner to his 
eventual suicide at Niirnburg. is given in 
the text describing the photographs repro
duced on the remaining pages of this book. 

Having escaped the clutches of the SS, 
Goring and his staff surrendered initially 

298 

to First Lieutenant Shapiro on the road 
between Mauterndorf and Flschhorn. 
Lieutenant Shapiro is on record as noting 
that. when apprehended, Goring was 
wearing his 'grey-blue uniform, only three 
medals and was in need of a haircut'. In all 
probability the uniform Shapiro refers to 
was the utility uniform Goring had 
devised, and which he also wore when he 
was taken Into custody at Augsberg (see 
photos on page 30 1). It was also likely that 
Shapiro noticed only three of the four dec
orations Goring was wearing: his Grand 
Cross, his Pilot's Badge and his Iron Cross 
1st Class with 1914-18 bar. The Pour le 
Merite was probably not visible under the 
flap of the jacket. From the study of con
temporary photographs, some of which are 
featured here, it is quite obvious that 
Goring was in need of a haircut. 

From Fischhorn. Goring was taken to 
the divisional headquarters of the US 36th 

Above: Immediately after h1s 
capture at Fischhorn, Goring 
was taken to Zell am See 
where he was met by the 
Assistant Commander of the 
36th US lnfrantry, Brigadier
General Robert J. Stack. The 
Americans accorded him such 
courtesies as they considered 
befitted his rank. Goring was 
invited to take a bath before 
dinner, after which he was 
photographed standing in 
front of the divisional flag. 
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455 and 456 Special Shoulder-strap Insignia. To match the utilitarian quality of 
this new uniform, Goring chose to wear shoulder-straps on his tunic, but not col
lar patches, which were a simplified form of his previous Reichsmarschall insignia. 
The gold bullion design was worked directly into the blue-grey cloth. The straps 
were edged in twisted gold cording and the buttons were pebble-surfaced blue
grey painted metal. 

457 Part of the utility uniform was a cap, similar in form to the Replacement 
flight Cap, although in Goring's case he never wore a flight cap to be replaced. 
The new cap, made from the same blue-grey material as the uniform, had gold 
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twisted cording around the crown and a gilt embroidered Luhwaffe national 
emblem on the front. The curtain was fastened in the front by two small blue
grey buttons. 

458 Utility Greatcoat. To complete his new outfit, Goring had a simple greatcoat. 
It was a single-breasted, fly-fronted coat with two side pockets with flaps and 
deep turn-back cuffs. The coat was worn open at the neck, and the lapels did not 
display any facing colour. Shoulder-straps of the same pattern as worn on the util
ity tunic were worn on the greatcoat. 
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Infantry Division at Zell am See. He was 
accompanied. amongst others, by his adju
tant. Oberst Berndt von Brauchitsch, the 
son of the German Field Marshal. and his 
valet, Robert Krop. His wife Emmy and his 
daughter were left behind at Fischhorn. 
They were not to see each other until after 
the trials in August 1946. 

The Reichsmarschall, who still regarded 
himself as the FUhrer's rightful successor 
despite the events of the previous weeks, 
was convinced that he was eventually to 
meet with General Eisenhower, the 
Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in 
Europe. He wrote that, when they met. he 
would be able to talk 'man to man, soldier 
to soldier' with the General. 

At Zell am See Goring was met by 
Brigadier-General Robert J . Stack. Assis
tant Commander of the 36th US Infantry 
Division. Here he was extended such cour
tesies due to his rank. He was invited to 
take a bath before dinner, after which he 
was photographed standing in front of the 
divisional flag. These photographs show 
that he had changed his blue-grey utility 
uniform for his Reichsmarschall uniform of 
the type ilJustrated as Fig. 441. After lunch 
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the following day he was driven to the 
Grand Hotel at Kitzbiihel, the headquarters 
of the US 7th Army. to meet General 
Spaatz. It was here, on the balcony of the 
hotel headquarters. that Goring was seen 
laughing, surrounded by high-ranking US 
Army officers and with a glass of cham
pagne in his hand, an incident that was to 
anger General Eisenhower when this 
fraternisation was reported to him. 

This photograph above Is captioned as 
having been taken at the Grand Hotel at 
Kitzbiihel. where Goring Is seen in conver
sation with Brigadier-General Robert J . 
Stack (on his left). Assistant Commander of 
the 36th US Infantry Division, and Major
General John Dahlquist (back to camera). 
Comm.ander of the 36th Division. In all 
probability the picture was taken just 
before Goring's departure for the airfield at 
Kitzbiihel, from where he was flown to 
Augsberg. Once again Goring Is wearing his 
utility uniform. but with the addition of a 
white arm band around his left upper arm. 
He still wears his four decorations. 

Goring had been driven to Kitzbiihltn an 
American staff car. His own blue-grey 
supercharged Mercedes 200, driven by his 

Above: Gonng 1s seen in con
versation with Brigadier-Gen
eral Robert J. Stack (on his 
left), Assistant Commander of 
the 36th US Infantry Division, 
and Ma1or-General John 
Dahlquist (back to camera). 
Commander of the 36th Divi
sion 

Opposite page: Goring, 
accompanied by Oberst 
Brauchitsch, on arrival at the 
Augsburg detention camp. 
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personal driver. Willi Schulz, followed. 
Accompanying the Reichsmarschall to the 
headquarters were Oberst Brauchitsch, his 
adjutant, Hauptmann Klass. his personal 
officer, and Robert Krop, his valet. who 
accompanied his extensive luggage. 

Goring was convinced that he was going 
to a conference with General Eisenhower. 
His next move was from the Grand Hotel at 
Kitzbuhl to the nearby airfield. Driven in 
his own Mercedes and followed by Kropp 
with a lorry-load of his master's personal 
baggage, Goring arrived at the airfield to 
find five large USAAF transport aircraft 
waiting to fly him, his personnel and his 
luggage to Augsburg. 

Goring landed at Augsburg and, accom
panied by his two aides. was immediately 
and without ceremony taken to a former 
workers' settlement of small houses on the 
outskirts of the city. These had been espe
cially adapted as a detention camp for 
high-ranking officers. 

Photos on this page and overleaf show 
Goring, accompanied by Oberst Brau
chitsch, on arrival at the camp, talking 
with US Colonel William Quinn, G-2 US 
Seventh Army. and the official inter-
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Opposite page, top: Goring, 
on arrival at the detention 
camp, 

Opposite page, bottom: 
Both men removing their 
metal decorations. Goring has 
already removed his waist-belt 
and cross-strap, which are 
held by his aide, and he is in 
the process of removing his 
Pilot's Badge. 

Right: Goring removes his 
favourite hunting dagger. 

Below: Goring looking thor
oughly dejected as his wrist 
watch is taken from him. 

A. See 'The Daggers and 
Edged Weapons of 
HUler's Germany by 
Major James P. Atwood, 
published privately by 
the author, 1965, page 
161. 

preter, Major Paul Kabala (holding a 
cane). Other photographs taken at the 
time show various studies of Goring and 
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provide clear details of his utility uniform 
and cap, as well as his four decorations. 
He is carrying his Reichsmarschall's 
baton wrapped inside a purpose-made 
cloth cover. 

The next series of photographs are of 
particular interest. They show Goring, still 
accompanied by his aide, von Brauchitsch, 
undergoing the initial processing as a pris
oner of war. 

The photo opposite shows both men 
removing their metal decorations. Goring 
has already removed his waist-belt and 
cross-strap, which are held by his aide. 
and he is in the process of removing his 
Pilot's Badge. 

The photo above shows Goring about to 
remove and hand over his hunting dagger, 
his favourite edged weapon, which he is 
known to have worn frequently since it was 
presented to him by the Swedish Count 
Eric von Rosen, brother-in-law to Goring 
by his first wife (see page 270). This dagger, 
together with Goring's baton, was taken by 
Colonel Quinn. and eventually presented to 
the Museum of the Military Academy at 
West Point in the USA. where it remains to 
this day.A 

The photo left shows Goring's wrist 
watch being examined by the US officer in 
charge of the initial interrogation. 
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Opposite page and above: 
Perspiring and obviously 
apprehensive, Goring is 
shown here at the conclusion 
of his initial processing 
session. The photgraph above 
however, shows that some 
light relief was possible. 

Right Goring seated in an 
armchair in a small garden of 
a private house within the 
grounds of the Augsburg 
detention camp. Here the 
Reichsmarschall was inter
viewed by members of the 
Allied press. Seated next to 
him is Major Paul Kubala, of 
Elizabeth Town Kentucky, who 
acted as an interpreter. 

The next five photographs show Gortng 
stripped of all his decorations and unnec
essary accessories . In the last two pho
tographs it can be seen that he has even 
removed the white arm band from his left 
arm. 
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Photos on page 307 show Goring being 
interviewed by Allied war correspondents 
in the grounds of the Augsburg detention 
camp on 11 May 1945. He is wearing his 
Reichsmarshall's uniform and cap. Inter
estingly. the captions to some of these pic
tures claim that: 'He [Goring) has taken off 
his decorations for the interview'. However. 
he was no longer in possession of his per
sonal effects. as these had been taken from 
him on his arrival at the camp. The officer 
seated next to Gortng is Major Paul Kabala, 
Assistant G-2 (Intelligence) officer for the 
Seventh US Army. Major Kabala acted as 
the official interpreter for this and other 
interviews. 

Gortng was kept at Augsburg until 20 
May 1945. when he was transferred to the 
Interrogation Centre bearing the US code 
name 'Ashcan'. set up at the Palace Hotel 
in the spa town of Mondorf-les-Bains in the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. To forestall 
any suicide attempts, all prisoners were 
immediately stripped naked on arrival at 
the Palace Hotel for a complete physical 
examination. and their clothing and per
sonal property was minutely examined. 
Any item that could be used as a weapon or 
to inflict a wound upon themselves was 
removed. Amongst these items were all 
batons, interim staffs , walking sticks, 
canes. long-pinned medal ribbons. insignia 
of rank and metal decorations. Military 
uniforms were stripped of insignia. but col-
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Jar patches, possibly shoulder-straps and 
the broad stripes on trousers or breeches 
were left. However. this insignia was miss
ing when the prisoners appeared in the 
dock at Nuremberg. 

On 20 May 1945 Hermann Goring 
arrived at Mondorf-les-Bains from Augs
berg wearing his dove-grey uniform. 
According to Colonel Brutus C. Andrus. 
Commandant of 'Ashcan'. Goring weighed
in at 2641b and perspired profusely. The 
former Reichsmarschall brought with him 
16 matched and monogrammed suitcases, 
a red hatbox and his valet. Robert Kropp. 
In his book The Infamous of NU.rnberg. 
Colonel Andrus lists all of the valuables 
that Goring took with him into captivity, 
and which were deposited under lock and 
key in the Gun Room of the Palace Hotel. 
Among the e 49 individual personal objects 
and 81,268 Reichmarks were the following 
military items: 

One gold Luftwaffe Pilot-Observer 
badge. one gold Luftwaffe Pilot-Observer 
Badge with diamonds . one Order Pour le 
Merite, one 1914-18 Imperial Iron Cross 
l t Class. one Grand Cross of the Knight's 
Cross and one platinum Iron Cross which , 
although it was not stated, could well have 
been Goring's Knight's Cross. 

These decorations were removed fTom 
Goring during his initial interrogation at 
Augsburg, as can be seen from the photos 
reproduced on pages 302 and 303. It seems 
that they followed him to 'Ashcan'. but inter
estingly no mention is made of his favourite 
hunting dagger and his Marshal's baton. 
both of which he had with him when he 
entered the Augsburg Interrogation Centre 
and were removed during his first interroga
tion. (In October 1946 Colonel Andrus was 
responsible for breaking up Goring's large 
collection of jewelled items and awards. It 
was claimed that the military de orations 
w re torn apart. the precious metals melled 
down and the precious stones gathered 
together. These, their origin unrecognisable, 
were handed over to the new German econ
omy. The rest of his inventory of valuables 
was given to his widow.) 

On Sunday 12 August 1945 Goring. 
together with the other senior Nazis. was 
flown to the German city of Nuremberg. 
there to stand trial for war crimes. Colonel 
Andrus was also appointed Governor of the 

uremberg Jail , in charge of the guard 
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detachment and responsible for all of the 
high-ranking prisoners held in the prison 
cells attached to the uremberg Palace of 
Justice, as well as for the overall security of 
the Tribunal. 

On 25 August 1945 it was announced 
from Nurnberg that Goring, Keitel and Jodi 
had been deprived of their military ranks. It 
was explained that. under the Geneva Con
vention. solitary confinement was forbid 
den in cases of prisoners of military rank 
and, as lhe a cu ed were being held in 
such confmement as common criminals 
pending trials. this action had therefore 
been taken. 

The trials opened on 20 November 1945 
and ended on 1 October 1946. Article 6 of 
the International Military Tribunal laid 
down that the Tribunal had the power to 
try and to puni h persons 'who, acting in 
the interests of the European Axis coun
tries, whether as individual or members of 
organisations' had committed any of the 
following crimes: 

Crimes against peace, namely the plan
ning, preparation. initiation or waging of a 
war of aggression or a war in violation of 
international treaties . agreements or 
assurances or participation in a common 
plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment 
of any of the foregoing. 

War crimes, namely violations of the 
laws or customs of war. Such violations 
included, but were not limited to, murder. 
ill-treatment or d portation to slave labour 
or for any other purpose of the civilian pop
ulation of, or in. occupied territory; the 
murder or ill-treatment of prisoners-of-war 
or persons on lhe seas; the killing of 
hostages; the plunder of public or private 
property; and the wanton destruction of 
cities. towns or villages. or devastation not 
justified by military neces ity. 

Crimes against humanity, namely mur
der. extermination, enslavement, deporta
tion and other inhuman acts committed 
against any civilian population. before or 
during the war: or per ecutions on politi
cal. racial or religious grounds in execution 
of, or in connection with, any crime within 
the juri diction of the Tribunal. whether or 
not in violation of the domestic law of the 
country where perpetrated. 

Reading out the judg ments on 1 Octo
ber 1946, Lord Justice Lawrence said of 
Hermann Goring: · ... His guilt is unique in 

Right: Goring being in er
viewed by Allied war corre
spondents in the grounds of 
the Augsburg detention camp 
on 11 May 1945. 
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its enormity'. and that, 'the record disclos
es no excuses for this man'. 

Hermann Wilhelm Goring, 52 years of 
age. former Commander-in-CWef of the 
Luftwaffe and Successor-Designate to 
Adolf Hitler. was found guilty on all four 
counts: 
1. Common plan or conspiracy to wage 

aggressive war 
2. Crimes against peace 
3. War crimes 
4. Crimes against humanity. 

On 2 October 1946 Lord Justice 
Lawrence passed sentence on Goring with 
these words: 'Defendant Hermann Wilhelm 
Goring. on the counts of the indictment of 
which you have been convicted, the Inter
national Military Tribunal sentences you to 
death by hanging'. 

Goring committed suicide at 10.45pm 
on 15 October 1946. just 2% hours before 
the time appointed for his execution. He 
was able to escape the hangman by swal
lowing cyanide from a capsule which he 
had successfully kept Wdden throughout 
his internment. At his death Goring 
weighed 192lb and his height was 5ft lOin. 
At 4am on 17 October 1946, Goring's body 
and those of the other Nazis who had been 
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Left Goring being inter
viewed by Allied war corre
spondents in the grounds of 
the Augsburg detention camp 
on 11 May 1945. 

Right Goring and Hess in the 
Nuremberg Courtroom, 17 
January 1945. 

Far left: Goring seated next 
to Alfred Rosenberg in the 
pnsone(s mess situated above 
the courthouse in Nuremberg, 
30 November 1945. Goring, 
who wears his former Reichs
marschall's uniform devo1d of 
all insignia, refused to eat 
whilst photographs were 
being taken of him. 

Left Goring talking with 
Rudolf Hess, back to camera, 
during a ten minute recess in 
the course of the war crimes 
trials held at the Palace of Jus
tice. Nuremberg, 4 December 
1945. 

Right: A rare moment of 
mirth during the war crimes 
trials. Laughter breaks out 
amongst the defendants. In 
the front row, left to right are 
Goring, Hess, Ribbentrop and 
Keitel. In the back row are 
Donitz, Raeder, Schirach and 
Saukel. 21 February 1945. 

hanged a few hours earlier were loaded on 
to two heavily guarded lorries and, it is 
believed. driven to Dachau. There they 
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were burnt in the ovens at the former con
centration camp and their ashes scattered 
into the River Amper. 
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pages 560-562, issued 28 July 1941. 
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dated 1 July 1940, Order r.794, 
pages 387-388, issued 11 June 1940. 

5. LujtwajJen-Verordnungsblatt Nr.33 
dated 11 August 1941, Order Nr.896, 
pages 560 to 562 issued 28 July 1941. 

6. LujtwajJen-Verordnungsblatt r.33 
dated 11 Augu t 1941 , Order Nr.896, 
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March 1943, Order Nr.602 issued 9 
March 1943. 

8 : Hitler Youth Flak Units 
1. The regulations that had been drawn 

up on 9 November 1942 whereby the 
Luftwaffe could enlist members of the 
Hitler Youth into Flakhelfer units was 
entitled 'Kreigshilfseinsatz der 
deutschen Jugend bei der Luftwaffe' 
(Auxiliary War Action of German Youth 
within the Air Force). These regulations 
were promulgated on 7 January 1943. 

9: Hermann Goring: The Man and 
his Uniforms. 

1. Uniformen-Markt, Nr. l7, p.l31 issued 
September 1940 plus supplements and 
announcements published in the August. 
November and December 1940 issues. 

2 . Schwert und Spaten. Nr.8 issu ed 
August 1940, pp.108- 109 and further 
announcement published in July 1940 
is ue. 

3 . In his book Inside the Third Reich 
Albert Speer describes seeing Goring 
wearing this utility uniform: 
'Shortly afterwards we were tanding, 
as we had done so often. in the con
fined space of the bunker. around the 
situation map. Hitler had taken his 
seat facing Goring. The latter, who 
a lways made such a point of hi attire. 
had c hanged his uniform quite 
remarkably in the past few days. To 
our surprise the silver -grey cloth had 
been replaced by the olive-drab of the 
American uniform. Along with this his 
two-inch wide gold braided epaulets 
had given way to simple cloth shoulder 
strips to which his badge of rank. the 
golden Reich Marshal's eagle. was sim
ply pinned. "Like an American gener
al", one of the participants in the 
conference whispered to me. But Hitler 
seemed not to notice even this change.· 
This is an interesting observation and 
in essence the description of the uni
form is correct, although I would dis
pute Herr Speer's description of the 
uniform colour. However. as I have not 
actually seen the uniform in question, 
and my observations and conclusions 
are based on the careful study of con
temporary monochrome photographs I 
stand to be corrected. 
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Abendanzug, NSFK, 17 
Administration Officials, 96, 100 
Aiguillettes, Deutsches Luftsport-

Verband , 15 
Aiguillettes, Luftwaffe. 170, 87 
Air Ministry And Luftwaffe Salarted 

Civilians, 64 
A.ir Protection Fellowship, Rural , 19 
Air Protection League, Reich. 19, 21 
Air Protection Police, 19, 26 
Air Rald Protection Service. Works , 

19 
Air Raid Warning Service. 25 
Air Sport League, German, 13, 100 
Arumal-Skin Coats, 138 
Anti-Gas and Anti-Acid Cloth ing. 

136 
Antwarter, 145 
Appointment, Special Badges of. 62 
A:'m of Service Colours , 111 , 51 
Arm Shields. Colour Bearers', 176 
Armbands. 65 , 196. 103 
Army Paratroops, 70, 196 
Ausgehanzug, SFK. 17 
Auxiliary Firemen, 78 

Badges and Accoutrement , 51 
B2dges of Appointment. Special. 62 
Badges. Qualification, Luftwaffe, 

159, 78 
Badges. War, 78 
Bandmasters. 104 
Bayonet Knot . 92 
Belts and Buckles, Deut ches Luft

sport-Verband, 17 
Belts and Buckles, Luftwaffe, 215 
Beret (Schutzmiilze). Black Panzer 

with Luftwaffe Insignia, 145 
Bergmiitze, 210, 111 
Berlin, Luftwaffe Guard Regiment. 

122 
Black Drill Combination Overalls, 

127 
Black Leather Marching Boots, I 13 
Bla k Panzer Uniform. Division 

'Hermann Goring· , 143 
Blouse. Army Paratroop. 70 
Body Armour, Aircrew. 187 

Boots, 113-14 
Boots, Flying, I 70 
Boots. Jump, Fallschirmjager, 193 
Bralding, Rank, 135. 63 
B.reast Badges, Segelflugabteilung, 

26 
Breeches, 211 , 120 
'Bulgartan Suit', 147 
Buttons. 129 

Camouflage clothing, Waffen-SS 
pattern, Division 'Hermann 
Goring'. 227 

Camouflage Jacket, Field Divisions, 
223 

Camouflage Material, Italian, Luft
waffe garm nts made from, 227 

Camouflage Smocks and Steel 
Helmet Covers. 143 

Camouflage, Snow, 235 
Candidates, Specialis t Strip. 145 
Cap Band , 196 
Cap. Flying, l I 0 
Capes. 244 
Ch vrons, Rank. Army Paratroop, 

72,74 
Chevrons, Rank , Luftwaffe. 139 
Chi f of the Office For Special 

Supply and Procurement 
(Generalluftzeugmei ter). 101 

Ch ief of the Technical Office of the 
Luftwaffe, 101 

Civilian Fire Fighting Officials, 76 
Civilians, Air Traffic Control. 27 
Cloak, Luftwaffe Officers·, 244 
Cloth H ad-Dress: 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband. 18 
Legion Condor. 58 
Lufhvaffe. 204, 106 

Coats, Animal -Skin. 138 
Cold Weather Over-Boots, 234 
Collar and Cuff Braiding, use of. 135 
Collar and Cuff Rank Bralding, 62 
Collar Patches worn on the Great-

coat. 62 
Collar Patches, 35 

Deutsches Luft port-Verband, 21 
Feldherrenhalle, 47 

Index 
REFERENCES IN BOLD ITALIC 

REFER TO VOLUME 1933-40 

GFP, 48 
Landespolizeigruppe, 40 
Luftwaffe, 80 
Segelflugabteilung, 26 

Colour Bearers' Arm Shields, 176 
Combination Fatigue Clothing, 135 
Combination Overalls, Black Drill, 

127, 129 
Condor, Legion, 51 , 111 
Corps of Engineers. Luftwaffe. 92, 33, 

120, 138 
Corps of Navigational Experts, 94 
Cuff Bralding, use of. 135 
Cuff Insignia. Marksmanship, 162 
Cuff-TiUes, 63, 92 

Feldherrenhalle, 44 
Landespolizeigruppe, 49 
Luftwaffe. 185 

Dagger Knots. 92 
Dagger, NSFK. 16 
Denim Tunic. 129 
Deutsches Luftsport-Verband. 13. 

100 
Dienstrock, Deutsches Luftsport

Verband, 14 
DLV. 100 

Einheitsfliegermutze. 112, 145 
Electrically Heated Flying Suit, 150 
Engineer Officers for the Duration, 

100 
Engineers, Luftwaffe Corps of, 92. 

33, 120, 122, 138 
Evening Dress, Deutsches Luftsport

Verband. 14 
Evening Dress, Luftwaffe Forestry, 

67 
Evening Dress. Lufhvaffe, 232 
Evening Dress. SFK. 17 
Extended Self-Protection Service. 18 

Facemasks. 239 
Fallschirmshulzenbluse, 188 
Fatigue Clothing (Combination) in 

Black Drill Material, 138 
Fatigue Clothing, Combination, 135 
Fatigue Uniform, Reed-Green. 46 

317 
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Fatigues. Blue-Grey or Cream 
Coloured, 127 

'Feldherrenhalle', SA-Regiment. 44 
Female Signals Service, German 

Army, 242 
FHJ.28 
Field Corps Divisions, Luftwaffe, 51 
Field Divisions, Luftwaffe, 34, 46, 

8 1, 222 
Field-Grey Uniform , Division 

'Hermann Goring' , 145 
Fire Fighting Services, Luftwaffe, 74 
Firemen, Auxiliary, 78 
Flak Units, Heimat, 255 

Hitler Youth, 257 
Flak-Waffen-Helferinnen, RAD , 81 
Flak-Waffen-Helferinnen-Korps. 81 
Flieger-HJ, 28, 14 
Fliegerbluse, 221 
Fliegermi.itze, 209. 110 

Black version of, 145 
Flighl Caps. Tropical. 214 
Flight Clasps, Operational, 73 
Flight Jerkins. 173 
Flight COs. 110 
Flight Reporting Service, 244, 245 
Flugfi.ihrerkorps, 95 
Flying Blouse, Luftwaffe, 116, 221 
Flying Boots. 170 
Flying Cap, 209 , 110 
Flying Gloves, 173 
Flying Helmets, 151 
Flying Hitler Youth, 28 
Flying Leader Corps, 95 
Flying Suils, 146 

'Kana!', 175 
Eleclrtcally Healed. 150 

Footwear. 211 
Fallschirmjager. 193 
Luftwaffe. 113 

Forestry Service. Luftwaffe, 65 
Formal Evening Full Dress. 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Formal Evening Full Dress. 

Luftwaffe. 233 
Full Dress, Formal Evening, 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Full Dress, Formal, Deutsches 

Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Full Dress , Informal, Deutsches 

Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Full Dress , Informal, Luftwaffe, 233 

Gas Mask Model M1938, 240 
Geheime Feld Polizei (GFP), 48 
'General Goring'. Regiment, 28. 38. 

55. 141 
General Staff, Luflwaffe, 120 
Generalluftzeugmeister. 101 
German Air Sports League, 13 
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GHder Section, Deulsches Luftsport
Verband. 24 

Gloves. 214. 114 
Fallschirmjager. 196 
Flying, 173 

Goblet, Luftwaffe Honour. 95 
Goggles, 167 
Gorgets: 

Feldgendarmerie, Army Pattern , 
89 
Feldjagerkorps, 89 
Luftwaffe pattern , 89 
Standard Bearers', Luftwa ffe , 173 
Standard Bearers', Regiment 
'General Goring'. 43 
Standard Bearers', SA, 48 
Luftwaffe, 173 
NSFK, 17 
Reichsluftaufsicht. 27 
RLB. 22 
SA. 49 

GORING, HERMANN: 

Cadet officer at Officer Cadet School. 
Karlsruhe. and Military Academy 
Gross Lichterfelde, Berlin, 260 

Leutnant, Prinz Wilhelm Infantry 
Regiment r.112, 260 

First World War record and decor
ations,260 

Commander, Jagdgeschwader 
Freiherr von Richthofen r.1, 260, 
261 

Hauptmann. German Air Arm, 260 
azi Deputy in Reichstag, 261 

President of the Reichstag, 261, 264 
Minister President of Prussia. 261 , 

264 
Commander-in-Chief of the Prussian 

Police. 261. 267, 268 
Head of Gestapo, 261 
Founded DLV, 263. 268 
Founded RLB, 263, 270 
Reichsminister for Aviation. 263 
Created Army General of Infantry, 

263, 266, 268 
SS Honorary ra nk of SS-Ober

gruppenfi.ihrer. 263 
Commander-in-Chief of the 

Luftwa ffe, 263 
Promoted Generaloberst, 263, 272 
Chief Forester and Hunting Master 

of the German Reich. 263, 267 
Promoted Generalfeldmarschall, 263, 

273. 274 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

of the Defence of the Reich and 
Head of the Reichswerke Her
mann Goring. 263 

Appointed Honorary Commander-in-

Chief SA-Standarte 'Feldherren
halle·. 263, 272, 273 

Held rank of SA-Obergruppenfiihrer. 
263. 264 

Created ReichsmarschaU of the 
Greater German Reich. 263 

Expelled from azi Party . stripped of 
the rank of Reichsmarschall , dis
missed from the post of C-in-C 
Luftwaffe, arrested by SS, charged 
with treason and replaced by Karl 
Donitz as successor to Hitler, 297 

Captured by US troops, 298 
Arraigned for war crimes at 

Nuremberg, 306 
Suicide, 308 
Uniforms and insignia: 

Luftwaffe Officers' Cloak. 276 
Luftwaffe Officers· Fliegerbluse. 
White Summer version of, 276 
Luftwaffe Officers' Leather Great
coal. 278. 281 
Waterproof Raincoat, 277 

As Generalfeldmarscha ll: 
Kleiner Rock. 275 
Top coat, three-quarter length, 
283 
White Summer Tunic, 275 

As Reichsmarschall, 35. 282, 286: 
Blouse, 282; variation. 287 
Caps, 284, 285 
Cloak, 296 
Fiiegerb1use. 280 
Greatcoat, 295 
Insignia, 280 
Kleiner Rock, 286, 288 
'Litewka' double-breasted tunic, 
297 
Summer shirt, 289 
Utility Cap. 299 
Utility Greatcoat, 299 
Utility Tunic. 297 
White summer tunic, 287 

Greatcoat , 122 
Greatcoats, Collar Patches worn on, 

62 
Greatcoats and Leather Coats, 

Legion Condor, 58 
Greatcoats and Leather Coats, 

Luftwaffe, 235 
Greatcoats, Leather, Luftwaffe, 238 
Greatcoats, Rubberized Material, 

Luftwaffe, 238 
Greater Service, or Working. Dress. 

NSFK, 17 
'Grossdeutschland' Regiment, 97 
Grosser Gesellschaftsanzug, 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Gro ser Gesellschaftsanzug. 



Luftwaffe. 233 
Guard Coats, 122. 124 
Guard Regiment Berlin , Luftwaffe. 

122 

Head-Dress. Cloth , l 06 
Deutsches Luftsport-Verband . 18 
Legion Condor, 58 
Luftwaffe Forestry, 65 
Luftwaffe. 64. 204 

Heimat Flak Units, Luftwaffe, 255 
Helferinnenkorps Der Luftwaffe, 243 
Helferinnenkorps. Luftwaffen-. 242 
Helmet Band, Practice and 

Manoeuvre, 196 , 198 
Helmet Insignia: 

Lande polizeigruppe, 44 
Feldherrenhalle, 48 
Luftwaffe, 200 

Helmets. Army Paratroop. 72 
Fire Fighting Pollee. 77 
Flying, 151 
Luftwaffe Paratroop. 72 
Steel. 199, 105 

'Hermann Goring'. Brigade, 46, 140 
'Hermann Goring'. Division, 34, 51 , 

55-6, 80, 81, 141, 142, 143, 145. 
227 

'Hermann Goring'. Fallschirm
Panzer-Division, 142 

'Hermann Goring'. Fallschirm-
Panzer-Korps, 142 

Hitler Youth Flak Units, 257 
Honour Goblet, Luftwaffe, 95 
Honour Salver. Luftwaffe. 84. 95 

Identification ·vests' . Red Cross. 225 
Immer ion 'Foam Suit' , 178 
Independent Luftwaffen-Helferinnen 

Uni ts, 251 
Informal Full Dress. Deutsches Luft-

sport-Verband. 14 
Informal Full Dress. Luftwaffe. 233 
Ingenieurkorps der Luftwaffe. 92 
Insignia of Rank and Appointment. 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 21 
Feldherrenhalle. 47 
Luftwaffe. 80 
Segelflugabteilung. 26 
Rank for COs. 41 
Shoulder-Strap, Luftwaffe, 130 

Inspectors of Music. 104 
Italian camouflage material, Luft

waffe garments made from , 227 

Judicial Officers of the Luftwaffe 
TSD. 46 

Jump Boots. Fallschirmjager. 193 
Jump Smo k, F'all chirmjager, 138. 

188 

Kampfhelferinnen·. Luftwaffen -, 242 
'Kana!' Flying Suit. 175 
Kleinen Dienstanzug, DLV. 16 
Kleiner Gesellschaftsanzug, 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Kleiner Gesellschaftsanzug, 

Luftwaffe, 233 
Kleiner Ro k ffu Generate. 228 
Knee Pads. Fallschirmjager, 201 
Knee Protector . Fall chirmjager. 

200 
Knots . Sidearm. 176. 182 
Kriegshilfsdienstmiidchen. 242 

Landespolizeigru ppe 'General 
Goring·. 34 

Landluftschutzgemeinschaft, 19 
Lanyards 1936-45, Marksmanship, 

84 
Leather Coats. Legion Condor. 58 
Leather Greatcoats, Luftwaffe, 235. 

238 
Legion Condor, 51, Ill 
Lesser Service Dress. NSFK, 16 
Life Jackets. 180 
Little Coat for Generals, 228 
LN-Helferinnenschaft, 245 
LS-Warndienst-Helferinnenschaft. 

245 
LSW, 27, 245, 251 
Luflnachrichten-Helferinnen . 243, 

244 
Luftschutz Emblem, 26 
Luftschutz-Warndienst, 27, 245, 

251 
Luftwaffe-Wehrmachtbeamten, 96 . 

100 
Luftwaffen-F'elddivision, 34, 222 
Luftwaffen-Feldkorps, 34 

Marching Boots, Black Leather, 113 
Mark manship Cuff Insignia, 162 
Marksmanship Lanyards, 1936-45, 

84 
Masks, Face. 239 
Ma ks, Oxygen , 163 
Medical Corps. Luftwaffe. 103 
Metal and Embroidered Insignia. 

Luftwaffe. 130 
Military Umpires, 198 
Motor-Cycle Protective Coats. 240. 

133. 138. 135 
Mountain Cap, 210, Ill 
Mountain Units. Luftwaffe, 220 
Musicians. 104 
Musicians' 'Wings·. 140, 91 
Musicians' Wings, Regiment 'General 

Goring'. 42 
Musicians' Wings, Landespolizei

gruppe, 42 

I DEX 

Nackenschutz. 217 
National Air Protection School , 19, 

22 
ational Air Raid Protection League, 

18 
ational Emblem of Germany, 11 . 9 
ational Socialist Flying Corps. 13 
atlonalsozialistische Fliegerkorps 

(NSFK). 13 
NauUkerkorps der Luftwaffe, 94 
Navigational Experts. Corps of. 94 
NCO Candidates. 108 
Neck Protectors (Nackenschulz). 217 
NSFK: 

Colour Bearer's Duty Gorget, 17 
Dagger. 16 
Emblem. 14 
Service Dress and Kepi. 16 
Sports Vest, 15 
Uniforms. 15 
Working Dress and Beret. 17 

Officer Candidates, 107 
Operational Flight Clasps, 73 
Ostkamplhelferinnen der Luftwaffe'. 

242 
Over-Boots, Cold Weather, 234 
Overalls of Black Drill, Combination, 

127, 129 
Overalls. One-Piece. 127 
Oxygen Masks. 163 

Parachute Battalion, Army. 196 
Parachute Harne for Parade 

Purposes, 204 
Parachute Harness. Air rew. 185 
Parachute Jump Smock. 138 
Parachutists' Trousers, 191 
Parades. Parachute Harness for . 204 
Paratroop Blouse. Army. 70 
Paratroop Helmet, Army. 72 
Paratroop Speciali t Clothing, 1 8 
Paratroops. Army, 70 
Peaked Cap, Tropical, 216 
Police, Air Protection, 19, 26 
Polizeiabteilung Wecke, Special Police 

Battalion, 28. 140 
Protective Work Uniforms. Luftwaffe, 

126 

Qualification Badges, 71. 78 
Qualification Badges. Luftwaffe. 159 

RAD F'lak-Waffen-Helferinnen . 81 
Rank and Appointment. Ins ignia of: 

Deut che Luftsport-Verband. 21 
Feldherrenha lle, 47 
Luftwaffe, 80 
Segelflugabteilung, 26 

Rank Bmiding, 63 
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Rank Braiding. Luftwaffe. 135 
Rank Chevrons. 1938-45. 63 

Army Paratroop, 72 
Luftwaffe. 139 

Rank Insignia : 
Flight Clothing, 133 
Luftwaffe Protective Garmen ts. 
128 
Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 21 
Feldherrenhalle, 47 
Legion Condor. 59 
Luftwaffe. 80 
Regiment 'General Goring', 40 

Ranks and Appointments. 78 , 79, 34 
Red Cross Identification Vests', 225 
Reed -Green Fatigue Uniform, 46 
Reed -Green Two-Piece Denim Suit, 

127 
Reich Air Protection League, 19, 21 
Reichskokarde. 11 . 9 
Reichsluftaufsicht, 27 
Reichsluftschulzbund (RLB), 18 
Replacement Flight Cap, Black, lhe 

Einheilsfliegermulze. 145 
Luftwaffe, 112 
Tropical, 215 

Retired List, 106 
Reversible Camouflage Winter 

Uniforms .. 57, 229 
Ringkragen . 89 
RLB Colour Bearer's Duty Gorgets. 

22 
RLB Emblem , 21 
Rubber Clothing, 135 
Rubberized Material Greatcoats, 

Luftwaffe, 238 
Rural Air Protection Fellowship , 19 

SA Ranks. Pre-War, 47 
SA Regiment 'Feldherrenhalle'. 44 
Salver of Honour, Luftwaffe, 84, 95 
Scha umgeral, 178 
Schirmmutze, 106 

with Luftwaffe Insignia, 145 
Schwalbenesler: 

Landespolizeigruppe. 42 
Luftwaffe. 140 
Regiment 'General Goring·, 145 

Secret F'ield Police. 48 
Security and Assis tance Service, 25 
Selbstschutz. 19, 21 
Self-Protection Service, 19, 21 
Service Badge Cords , 87 
Service Badge Cords , Luftwaffe, 172 
Service Tunic (Tuchrock), 116, 127 

Deutsches Luftsport-Verband, 14 
Feldherrenhalle, 46 
Legion Condor, 58 
Luftwaffe, 217 

320 

Women's. 243 
SHD Specialist Arm Badges, 28 
Sheller Triangle, Waterproof, 241 
Shirts and Ties. 247 
Shirts . 220 
Shoulder Cords . Deu tsch es Luft

s port-Verband. 21 
Shoulder-Straps. 80. 35 

Insignia , 130. 57 
Methods of attaching, 129 
and Uniform Buttons, 56 

Shoulder-Strap Titles. Slip-on . 135, 
61 

Sicherheits-und Hilfdienst (SHD) . 25 
Side-Arms and Accoutrements. 

Personal, 176 
Slip-on Shoulder-Strap Titles, 

Luftwaffe, 135 
Sniper Cuff Ins ignia , 162 
Sno\vCamoullage. 235 
Socks , 247 
Sommermi.ilze, 109 
Sonderfiihrer, 100 
Special Badges of Appointment, 62 
Special Police Battalion. 

'Polizeiabteilung Wecke', 140 
Special Supply And Procurement 

(Generalluftzeugmeister), Chief of 
the Office for, l 01 

Special Troop Service Officers of the 
Luftwaffe, 46 

Specialist Badges, Deutsches Luft-
s port-Verband, 23 

Specialist Badges, Luftwaffe, 145 
Specialist Leaders, 100 
Sports Clothing. 222 , 249 
Sports Vest, NSFK, 15 
Stabshelferinnen , 243 
Standard Bearers' Gorget, Luftwaffe, 

173 
Regiment 'General Goring', 43 
RLB, 22 
SA. 48 

Steel Helmet Covers, 143 
Steel Helmet, Fallschirmjager, 196 
Steel Helmets. 105 
Strassenanzug, NSFK. 14 
Stripes and Piping, Coloured Broad, 

for General Officers ' trousers and 
breeches. 120 

Summer Cap, 109 
Summer Uniform, Luftwaffe, 227 
Swallows· ests, 9 1 

Landespolizeigruppe, 42 
Luftwaffe, 140 
Regiment 'General Goring· , 145 

Sweaters, Woollen, 249 
Sword Knots, 92 
Swords , 184 

Tan Tropical Uniform and Shirts, 46 
Tatigkeitsabzeichen, 247 
Technical Emergency Service, the 

TeNo , 19, 26 
Technical Office of lhe Luftwaffe, 

Chief of the. 101 
TeNo, 19. 26 
Ties, 247, 220 
Todt Organization. 26 
Track Suits, 252, 135 
Trade and Specialist Badges. 66, 247 
Tra de Badges. Deutsches Luftsport-

Verband, 23 
Trade Badges, Luftwaffe, 145 
Training Track Suits. , 135 
Tropeneinheitsfliegermutze, 215 
Tropenfliegermi.itze, 214 
Tropenhelm, 220 
Tropenschirmmutze, 216 
Tropical Clothing, 211 

Fligh t Caps, 214 
Helmet, Luftwaffe, 220 
Shirts, 138 
Uniform and Shirts, Tan, 46 

Trousers. 211 , 120 
Trousers, Parachutists' , 191 
Truppenhelferinnen . 243 
Truppen onderdienst (TSD) . 46 
Tuchrock, 217. 116, 127 
Tunic. Denim. 129 
Tunics. 116 

Uniform Buttons, 56 
Uniform Peaked Cap, 106 
Uniform Tunic (Waffenrock), 116 
Uniform Tun ic, Luftwaffe. 221 

Waffen-SS Pattern Camouflage 
Clothing, 227 

Waffenfarbe Regulations, 1939/40 to 
1945, Luftwaffe, 5 1 

Waffenfarbe, 111 , 5 1 
Waffenrock, 221 , 116 
Waist-belts and Buckles. 115 
Walking-Out Dress, Deutsches Luft-

sport-Verband, 14 
Walking-Out Ore s , SFK. 17 
War Badges , 78 
Waterproof Rubberized Capes, 244 
Wecke, Politeiabteilung, 28 
Wehrmachlbeamten , Luftwaffe, 50 
Winter Uniforms. Revers ible 

Camouflage, 57. 229 
Women 's Services. Luftwaffe, 242 
Working Dress. 17 
Works Air Raid Protection Service, 19 

Zeltbahn, Model 1931 , 241 
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