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Th e  J e w ish  P roble m
 How  to Solve  It   

TH E  SU F F E RIN G  of the J ews due to in just ices cont inuing throughout
near ly twenty centur ies is the grea test  t ragedy in  h istory. Never  was the
aggrega te of such  suffer ing la rger  than  today. Never  were the in just ices
more gla r ing. Yet  the presen t  is pre-eminent ly a  t ime for  hopefu lness.
The curren t  of wor ld thought  is a t  la st  prepar ing the way for  our
a t ta in ing just ice. The war  is developing oppor tunit ies which make
possible the solu t ion  of the J ewish  problem. But  to ava il ourselves of
these oppor tunit ies we must  understand both  them and ourselves. We
must  r ecognize and accept  fact s. We must  consider  our  course with
sta tesmanlike ca lm. We must  pursue resolu tely the course we sha ll
decide upon; and be ever  ready to make the sacr ifices which a  grea t  cause
demands. Thus only can  liber ty be won.

For  us the J ewish  Problem means th is: How can  we secure for
J ews, wherever  they may live, the same r igh ts and oppor tunit ies en joyed
by non-J ews? How can  we secure for  the wor ld the fu ll cont r ibu t ion  which
J ews can  make, if unhampered by a r t ificia l limita t ions?

The problem has two aspects: Tha t  of the individua l J ew and tha t
of J ews collect ively. Obviously, no individua l should be subjected
anywhere, by reason  of the fact  tha t  he is a  J ew, to a  denia l of any
common r ight  or  oppor tunity enjoyed by non-J ews. But  J ews collect ively
should likewise en joy the same r igh t  and oppor tunity to live and develop
as do other  groups of people. This r igh t  of development  on  the pa r t  of the
group is essent ia l to the fu ll en joymen t  of r igh ts by the individua l. For
the individua l is dependent  for  h is development  (and h is happiness) in
la rge pa r t  upon the development  of the group of which  he forms a  pa r t .
We can  sca rcely conceive of an  individua l German or  Frenchman living
and developing without  some rela t ion  to the contempora ry German or
French  life and cu lture. And since dea th  is not  a  solu t ion  of the problem
of life, the solu t ion  of the J ewish  P roblem necessa r ily involves the
cont inued existence of the J ews a s J ews.

Councils of Rabbis and others have under taken  a t  t imes t o
prescr ibe by defin it ion  tha t  on ly those sha ll be deemed J ews who
professedly adhere to the or thodox or  reformed fa ith . Bu t  in  the
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connect ion  in  which  we are consider ing the term, it  is cer ta in ly not  in  the
power  of any single body of J ews, or  indeed of a ll J ews collect ively, to
establish  the effect ive defin it ion . The meaning of the word J ewish  in  the
term J ewish  Problem must  be accepted as co-extensive with  the
disabilit ies which  it  is our  problem to remove. It  is the non-J ews who
crea te the disabilit ies and in  so doing give defin it ion  to the term J ew.
Those disabilit ies extend substan t ia lly to a ll of J ewish  blood. The
disabilit ies do not  end with  a  renuncia t ion  of fa ith , however  sincere. They
do not  end with  the elimina t ion , however  complet e, of externa l J ewish
manner isms. The disabilit ies do not  end ordina r ily unt il the J ewish  blood
has been  so thoroughly dilu ted by repea ted in ter -marr iages as to resu lt
in  pract ica lly oblit era t ing the J ew.

And we J ews, by our  own acts, give a  like defin it ion  to the term
J ew. When men and women of J ewish blood suffer , because of tha t  fact ,
and even  if t hey suffer  from quite differen t  causes, our  sympathy and our
help goes out  to them inst inct ively in  wha tever  count ry they may live and
without  inquir ing in to the shades of their  belief or  unbelief. When those
of J ewish  blood exhibit  mora l or  in tellectua l super ior ity, gen ius or  specia l
ta len t , we feel pr ide in , them, even , if they have abjured the fa ith  like
Spinoza , Marx, Disraeli or  Heine. Despite the medita t ions of pundit s or
the decrees of council, our  own inst inct s and act s, and those of others,
have defined for  us the term J ew.

Half a  century ago the belief was st ill genera l tha t  J ewish
disabilit ies would disappear  before growing libera lism. When religious
tolera t ion  was procla imed, the solu t ion  of the J ewish  Problem seemed in
sight . When the so-ca lled r igh ts of man became widely recognized, and
the equa l r igh t  of a ll cit izens to life, liber ty and the pursu it  of happiness
began  to be enacted in to posit ive law, the complete emancipa t ion  of the
J ews seemed a t  hand. The concrete ga ins through libera lism were indeed
la rge. Equa lity before the law was est ablished throughout  the western
hemisphere. The Ghet to wa lls crumbled; the ba ll and cha in  of rest ra in t
were removed in  cent ra l and western  Europe. Compared with  the cruel
discr imina t ion  to which  J ews a re now subjected in  Russia  and Romania ,
their  advanced condit ion  in  other  pa r t s of Europe seems a lmost  idea l.

But  the an t i-J ewish  prejudice was not  extermina ted even  in  those
count r ies of Europe in  which  the t r iumph of civil liber ty and democracy
extended fu lly to J ews ‘the r igh ts of man.’ The an t i-Sem it ic movement
a rose in  Germany a  yea r  a fter  the grant ing of un iversa l suffrage. It  broke
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out  violen t ly in  France, and cu lmina ted in  the Dreyfus ca se, a  cen tury
after  the French  Revolu t ion  ha d brought  ‘emancipa t ion .’ It  expressed
it self in  England through the Aliens Act , with in  a  few yea rs a fter  the last
of J ewish  disabilit ies had been there removed by law. And in  the United
Sta tes the Sara toga  incident  reminded us, long ago, tha t  we too have a
J ewish  quest ion .

The disease is un iver sa l and endemic. There is, of course, a  wide
difference between the Russian  disabilit ies with  their  Pa le of Set t lement ,
their  denia l of oppor tunity for  educa t ion  and of choice of occupa t ion , and
their  recurren t  pogroms, and the German disabilit ies curbing university,
bureaucra t ic and milit a ry ca reers. There is a  wide difference a lso between
these German disabilit ies and the mere socia l disabilit ies of other  lands.
But  some of those now suffer ing from the severe disabilit ies imposed by
Russia  and Romania  a re descendants of men and women who in  centur ies
before our  modern  libera lism enjoyed both  lega l and socia l equa lity in
Spa in  and Southern  France. The manifest a t ions of the J ewish  Problem
vary in  the differen t  count r ies, and a t  differen t  per iods in  the same
count ry, according to the preva iling degrees of enligh tenment  and other
per t inent  condit ions. Yet  the differences, however  wide, a re merely in
degree and not  in  kind. The J ewish  Problem is single and universa l. But
it  is not  necessa r ily eterna l. It  may be solved. 

Why is it  tha t  libera lism  ha s fa iled to elimina te the an t i-J ewish
prejudice? It  is because the libera l movement  has not  yet  brought  fu ll
liber ty. Enlightened count r ies gran t  to the individua l equa lity before the
law; but  they fa il st ill to recognize the equa lit y of whole peoples or
na t iona lit ies. We seek to prot ect  a s individua ls those const itu t ing a
minor ity; bu t  we fa il to rea lize tha t  protect ion  cannot  be complete unless
group equa lity a lso is recognized.

Deeply imbedded in  every people is the desire for  fu ll development ,
the longing, a s Mazzin i phrased it , ‘To elabora te and express their  idea ,
to cont r ibu te their  stone a lso to the pyramid of h istory.’ Na t iona lity like
democracy has been  one of the poten t  forces making for  man’s advance
dur ing the past  hundred years. The asser t ion  of na t iona lity has infused
whole peoples with  hope, manhood and self-respect . It  has ennobled and
made purposefu l millions of lives. It  offered them a  fu ture, and in  doing
so revived and capita lized a ll tha t  was va luable in  t heir  pa st . The
asser t ion  of na t iona lity ra ised Ireland from the slough of despondency. It
roused Southern  Slavs to heroic deeds. It  crea t ed ga llan t  Belgium. It
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freed Greece. It  gave us united Ita ly. It  manifested it self even  among the
free peoples, like the Welsh , who had no gr ievance, bu t  who gave
expression  to their  na t iona lity through the reviva l of the old Cymric
tongue. Each  of these peoples developed because, a s Mazzin i sa id, t hey
were enabled to procla im ‘to the wor ld tha t  they a lso live, th ink, love, and
labor  for  the benefit  of a ll.’

In  the past  it  has been  genera lly a ssumed tha t  the fu ll
development  of one people necessa r ily involved it s domina t ion  over
others. St rong na t iona lit ies a re apt  to become convinced tha t  by such
domina t ion  only does civiliza t ion  advance. St rong na t iona lit ies a ssume
their  own super ior ity, and come to believe tha t  they possess the divine
r ight  to subject  other  people to their  sway. Soon the belief in  the existence
of such  a  r igh t  becomes conver ted in to a  convict ion  tha t  du ty exist s t o
enforce it . Ways of aggrandizement  follow as a  na tura l resu lt  of th is
belief.

This a t t itude of cer ta in  na t iona lit ies is the exact  correla t ive of the
posit ion  which  was genera lly assumed by the st rong in  respect  to other
individua ls before democracy became a  common possession . The st ruggles
of the eighteenth  and n ineteenth  centur ies both  in  peace and in  war  were
devoted la rgely to overcoming tha t  posit ion  as to individua ls. In
establish ing the equa l r igh t  of every per son  to development , it  became
clea r  tha t  equa l oppor tunity for  a ll involves th is necessa ry limita t ion :
Each  man may develop h imself so fa r , bu t  on ly so fa r , a s h is doing so will
not  in terfere with  the exercise of a  like r igh t  by a ll others. Thus liber ty
came to mean the r igh t  to en joy life, to acquire proper ty, to pursue
happiness in  such  manner  and to such  exten t  a s the exercise of the r igh t
in  each is consisten t  with  the exercise of a  like r igh t  by every other  of our
fellow-cit izens. Liber ty thus defined under lies twent ieth  century
democracy. Liber ty thus defined exist s in  a  la rge pa r t  of the western
world. And even where th is equa l r igh t  of each  individua l has not  yet
been  accepted as a  polit ica l r igh t , it s eth ica l cla im is ga in ing recognit ion .
Democracy rejected the proposa l of the superman who sh ou ld r ise
through sacr ifice of the many. It  insist s tha t  the fu ll development  of each
individua l is not  on ly a  r igh t , bu t  a  du ty to society; and tha t  our  best  hope
for  civiliza t ion  lies not  in  uniformity, bu t  in  wide differen t ia t ion . . . .

The difference between a  na t ion  and a  na t iona lity is clea r ; bu t  it
is not  a lways observed. Likeness between members is the essence of
na t iona lity; bu t  the members of a  na t ion  may be very differen t . A na t ion
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may be composed of ma ny na t iona lit ies, a s some of the most  successfu l
na t ions a re. An instance of th is is the Br it ish  na t ion , with  it s division  in to
English , Scotch , Welsh , and Ir ish  a t  home; with  the F rench  in  Canada ;
and throughout  the Empire, scores of other  na t iona lit ies. Other  examples
a re furn ished by the Swiss na t ion  with  it s German, French  and Ita lian
sect ions; by the Belgian  na t ion composed of F lemings and Walloons; and
by the Amer ican  na t ion  which  compr ises near ly a ll the white
na t iona lit ies. The unity of a  na t iona lity is a  fact  of na ture; the unifica t ion
in to a  na t ion  is la rgely the work of man . The fa lse doct r ine tha t  na t ion
and na t iona lit y must  be made co-extensive is the cause of some of our
grea test  t ragedies. It  is, in  la rge pa r t , the cause a lso of the presen t  war .
It  has led, on  the one hand, to cruel, fu t ile a t tempts a t  enforced
assimila t ion , like the Russian izing of F in land and Poland, and the
Prussianizing of Posen , Schleswig-Holstein , and Alsace-Lorra ine. It  has
led, on  the other  hand, to those Panist ic movements which  a re a  cloak for
ter r itor ia l ambit ions. As a  na t ion  may develop though composed of many
na t iona lit ies, so a  na t iona lity may develop though forming pa r t s of
severa l na t ions. The essent ia l in  either  case is recognit ion  of the equa l
r igh ts of each na t iona lity.

W. Allison  Philips recent ly defined na t iona lity as, ‘An extensive
a ggrega te of persons, conscious of a  community of sen t imen t s,
exper iences, or  qua lit ies which make them feel themselves a  dist inct
people.’ And he adds: ‘If we examine the composit ion  of the severa l
na t iona lit ies we find these elements: race, language, religion , common
habita t , common condit ions, mode of life and manners, polit ica l
associa t ion . The elements a re, however , never  a ll present  a t  the same
t ime, and none of them is essent ia l. . . . A common habita t  and common
condit ions a re doubt less powerfu l in fluences a t  t imes in  determining
na t iona lity; bu t  wha t  par t  do they play in  tha t  of the J ews or  the Greeks,
or  the Ir ish  in  dispersion?’ 

See how th is h igh  au thor ity assumes without  quest ion  tha t  t he
J ews a re, despite their  dispersion , a  dist inct  na t iona lity; and he groups
us with  the Greeks or  the Ir ish , two other  peoples of marked
individua lity. Can  it  be doubted tha t  we J ews, aggrega t ing 14,000,000
people, a re ‘an  extensive aggrega te of persons’; tha t  we a re ‘conscious of
a  community of sent iments, exper iences and qua lit ies which  make us feel
ourselves a  dist inct  people,’ whether  we admit  it  or  not?

It  is no answer  to th is eviden ce of na t iona lity to decla re tha t  the
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J ews a re not  an  absolu tely pure race. There has, of course, been  some
in termixture of foreign  blood in  the 3000 years which  const itu te our
h istor ic per iod. But , owing to persecut ion  and prejudice, the
in termarr iages with  non-J ews wh ich  occurred have resu lted merely in
taking away many from the J ewish  community. In terma r r iage has
brought  few addit ions. Therefore the percentage of foreign  blood in  t he
J ews of today is very low. Probably no impor tan t  European  race is a s
pure.

Bu t  common race is on ly one of the elements which  determine
na t iona lity. Conscious community of sen t iments, common exper iences,
common qua lit ies a re equa lly, perhaps more, impor tan t . Religion ,
t radit ions and customs bound us together , though sca t tered throughout
the wor ld. The simila r ity of exper ience tended to produce simila r it y of
qua lit ies and community of sent iments. Common suffer ing so in tensified
the feeling of brotherhood as to overcome la rgely a ll the influences
making for  diversifica t ion . The segrega t ion  of the J ew was so genera l, so
complete, and so long cont inued as to in tensify our  ‘peculia r it ies’ and
make them a lmost  ineradicable.

We recognize tha t  with  each  ch ild the a im of educa t ion  should be
to develop h is own individua lity, not  to make h im a n  imit a tor , not  to
assimila te h im to others. Sha ll we fa il to recognize th is t ru th  when
applied to whole peoples? And wha t  people in  the wor ld has shown
grea t er  individua lity than  the J ews? Has any a  nobler  past? Does any
possess common ideas bet ter  wor th  expressing? Has any ma rked t ra it s
wor th ier  of development? Of a ll the peoples in  the wor ld those of two t iny
sta tes stand preeminen t  a s cont r ibu tors to our  present  civiliza t ion , the
Greeks and the J ews. The J ews gave to the wor ld it s th ree grea test
religions, reverence for  law, and the h ighest  concept ions of mora lity.
Never  before has the va lue of our  cont r ibu t ion  been  so genera lly
recognized. Our teaching of brotherhood and r igh teousness has, under  the
name of democracy and socia l just ice, become the twent iet h  century
st r iving of America  and of west ern  Europe. Our  concept ion  of law is
embodied in  the American  const itu t ion  wh ich  procla ims th is to be a
‘government  of laws and not  of men .’ And for  the t r iumph of our  other
grea t  t eaching, the doct r ine of peace, th is cruel war  is paving the way.

While every other  people is st r iving for  development  by asser t ing
it s na t iona lity, and a  grea t  war  is ma kin g clea r  the va lue of small
na t ions, sha ll we volunta r ily yield to an t i-Semit ism, and inst ea d of
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solving our  ‘problem’ end it  by noble su icide? Surely t h is is no t ime for
J ews to despa ir . Let  us make clear  to the wor ld tha t  we too a re a
na t iona lity st r iving for  equa l r igh ts to life a nd to self-expression . Tha t
th is should be our  course has been  recent ly expressed by h igh  non-J ewish
author ity. Thus Seton -Watson; speaking of the probable resu lt s of the
war , sa id:

‘There a re good grounds for  hoping tha t  it  [the war] will a lso give
a  new and hea lthy impetus to J ewish  na t iona l policy, gran t  freer  play to
their  splendid qua lit ies, and enable them to shake off the fa lse shame
which  has led men who ought  to be proud of their  J ewish  race to assume
so many a lien  disguises and to accuse of an t i-Semit ism those who refuse
to be deceived by mere appearances. It  is h igh t ime tha t  the J ews should
rea lize tha t  few th ings do more to foster  an t i-Semit ic feeling than  th is
very t endency to sa il under  fa lse colors and concea l their  t rue iden t ity.
The Zionist s and the or thodox J ewish  Na t iona list s have long ago won the
respect  and admira t ion  of the wor ld. No race has ever  defied assimila t ion
so stubbornly and so successfu lly; and the modern  tendency of individua l
J ews to repudia te wha t  is one of their  ch ief glor ies suggests an  a lmost
comic resolve to figh t  aga inst  the course of na ture.’

Standing aga inst  th is broad foundat ion  of na t iona lit y, Zionism
aims to give it  fu ll development . Let  us bear  clear ly in  mind wha t
Zion ism is, or  ra ther  wha t  it  is not . 

It  is not  a  movement  to remove a ll the J ews of the wor ld
compulsor ily to Pa lest ine. In  the fir st  place there a re 14,000,000 J ews,
and Pa lest ine would not  accommodate more than  one-th ird of tha t
number . In  the second place, it  is not  a  movement  to compel anyone to go
to Pa lest ine. It  is essent ia lly a  movement  to give to the J ew more, not  less
freedom; it  a ims to enable t he J ews to exercise the same r igh t  now
exercised by pract ica lly every other  people in  the wor ld: To live a t  their
opt ion  either  in  the land of their  fa thers or  in  some other  count ry; a  r igh t
which  members of small na t ions as well a s of la rge, which  Ir ish , Greek,
Bulgar ian , Serbian , or  Belgian , may now exercise as fu lly as Germans or
English .

Zionism seeks to establish  in  Pa lest ine, for  such J ews as choose to
go and remain  there, and for  their  descendants, a  lega lly secured home,
where they may live together  and lead a  J ewish  life, where they may
expect  u lt ima tely to const itu te a  major ity of the popula t ion , and may look
forward to what  we should ca ll home ru le. The Zionist s seek to establish
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th is home in  Pa lest ine because they are convinced tha t  the undying
longing of J ews for  Pa lest ine is a  fact  of deepest  significance; tha t  it  is a
manifesta t ion  in  t he st ruggle for  existence by an  ancien t  people which
has established it s r igh t  to live, a  people whose three thousand years of
civiliza t ion  has produced a  fa ith , cu lture and individua lity which  enable
it  to cont r ibu te la rgely in  the fu ture, as it  has in  the past , to the advance
of civiliza t ion ; and tha t  it  is not  a  r igh t  merely but  a  duty of the J ewish
na t iona lity to survive and develop. They believe tha t  on ly in  Pa lest ine
can  J ewish  life be fully protect ed from  the forces of disin tegra t ion; tha t
there a lone can  the J ewish  spir it  reach  it s fu ll and na tura l development ;
and tha t  by secur ing for  t hose J ews who wish  to set t le there the
oppor tunity to do so, not  on ly those J ews, bu t  a ll other  J ews will be
benefited, and tha t  the long perplexing J ewish  Problem will, a t  la st , find
solu t ion .

They believe tha t  t o a ccomplish  th is, it  is not  necessa ry tha t  the
J ewish  popu la t ion  of Pa lest ine be la rge a s compared with  the whole
number  of J ews in  the wor ld; for  th roughout  centur ies when the J ewish
in fluence was grea test , dur ing the Persian , the Greek, and the Roman
Empires, only a  rela t ively small pa r t  of the J ews lived in  Pa lest ine; and
only a  small pa r t  of the J ews returned from Babylon  when the Temple
was rebu ilt .

Since the dest ruct ion  of the Temple, nea r ly two thousand years
ago, the longing for  Pa lest ine has been ever  presen t  with  the J ew. It  was
the hope of a  return  to the land of h is fa thers tha t  buoyed up the J ew
amidst  persecut ion , and for  the rea liza t ion  of which  the devout  ever
prayed. Unt il a  genera t ion  ago th is was a  hope merely, a  wish  piously
prayed for , bu t  not  worked for . The Zionist  movement  is idea list ic, bu t  it
is a lso essent ia lly pract ica l. It  seeks to rea lize t ha t  hope; to make the
dream of a  J ewish  life in  a  J ewish  land come t rue as other  grea t  dreams
of the wor ld have been  rea lized, by men working with  devot ion ,
in telligence, and self-sacr ifice. It  was thus tha t  the dream of It a lian
independence and unity, a fter  cen tur ies of va in  hope, came t rue through
the effor t s of Mazzin i, Gar iba ldi and Cavour ; tha t  the dream of Greek, of
Bulgar ian  and of Serbian  independence became facts.

The rebir th  of the J ewish  na t ion  is no longer  a  mere dream. It  is
in  process of accomplishment  in  a  most  pract ica l way, and the story is a
wonderfu l one. A genera t ion  ago a  few J ewish  emigrants from Russia  and
from Romania , instead of proceeding westward to th is hospitable count ry
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where they might  easily have secured mater ia l prosper ity, tu rned
eastward for  the purpose of set t ling in  the land of their  fa thers.

To the wor ldly-wise these effor t s a t  coloniza t ion  a ppea red very
foolish . Nature and man presented obstacles in  Pa lest ine which  appeared
a lmost  insuperable; and the colonist s were in  fact  ill-equipped for  their
ta sk, save in  their  spir it  of devot ion  and self-sacr ifice. The land, ha rassed
by centur ies of misru le, was t reeless and apparent ly ster ile; and it  was
infest ed with  mala r ia . The Government  offered them no secur ity, either
as to life or  proper ty. The colonist s themselves were not  on ly unfamilia r
with  the character  of the count ry, bu t  were ignorant  of the fa rmer’s life
which  they proposed to lea d; for  the J ews of Russia  and Romania  had
been  genera lly denied the oppor tunity of owning or  working land.
Fur thermore, these colonist s were not  inured to the physica l ha rdsh ips
to which  the life of a  pioneer  is necessa r ily subjected. To these ha rdsh ips
and to mala r ia  many succumbed. Those who survived were long
confronted with  fa ilure. But  a t  la st  success came. With in  a  genera t ion
these J ewish  P ilgr im Fa thers, and those who followed them, ha ve
succeeded in  establish ing these two fundamenta l proposit ions:

F irst : Tha t  Pa lest ine is fit  for  the modern  J ew.
Second: Tha t  the modern  J ew is fit  for  Pa lest ine.
Over  for ty self-govern ing J ewish  colonies a t test  to th is remarkable

achievement . 
This land, t reeless a  genera t ion . ago, supposed to be st er ile and

hopelessly a r id, has been  shown to have been  t reeless and ster ile because
of man’s misru le. It  has been  shown to be capa ble of becoming aga in  a
land ‘flowing with  milk and honey.’ Oranges and gra pes, olives and
a lmonds, whea t  and other  cerea ls a re now growing there in  profusion .

This mater ia l development  has been  a t tended by a  spir itua l and
socia l development  no less ext raordina ry; a  development  in  educa t ion , in
hea lth  and in  socia l order ; and in  the character  and habit s of the
popula t ion . Perhaps the most  ext raordina ry achievement  of J ewish
na t iona lism is the reviva l of the Hebrew Language, wh ich  ha s aga in
become a  language of the common in tercourse of men. The Hebrew
tongue, ca lled a  dead language for  nea r ly two thousand yea rs, has, in  the
J ewish  colonies and in  J erusa lem, become aga in  the living mother
tongue. The effect  of th is common language in  unifying the J ew is, of
course, grea t ; for  the J ews of Pa lest ine came lit era lly from a ll the lands
of the ear th , each  speaking, except ing those who used Yiddish , the
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language of the count ry from which  he came, and remain ing, in  the main ,
a lmost  a  st ranger  t o t he others. But  the effect  of the rena issance of the
Hebrew tongue is fa r  grea ter  than  tha t  of un ifying the J ews. It  is a  potent
factor  in  reviving the essent ia lly J ewish  spir it .

Our  J ewish  P ilgr im Fa thers have la id the founda t ion . It  remains
for  us to build the superst ructure.

Let  no American  imagine tha t  Zionism is inconsisten t  with
Pa t r iot ism. Mult iple loya lt ies a re object ionable only if they a re
inconsisten t . A man is a  bet ter  cit izen  of the United Sta tes for  being a lso
a  loya l cit izen  of h is sta te, and of h is city; for  being loya l to h is family,
and to h is profession  or  t rade; for  being loya l t o h is college or  h is lodge.
Every Ir ish  American  who cont r ibu ted towards advancing home ru le was
a  bet ter  man and a  bet ter  American  for  the sacr ifice he made. Every
American  J ew who a ids in  advancing the J ewish  set t lement  in  Pa lest ine,
though he feels tha t  neither  he nor  h is descendants will ever  live there,
will likewise be a  bet ter  man and a  bet ter  American  for  doing so.

Note wha t  Seton-Watson  says:
‘Amer ica  is fu ll of na t iona lit ies which , while accept ing with

enthusiasm their  new American  cit izenship, never theless look to some
cen t re in  the old wor ld as the source and inspira t ion  of their  na t iona l
culture and t radit ions. The most  typica l instance is the feeling of the
American  J ew for  Pa lest in e which  may well become a  focus for  h is
déclassé kinsmen in  other  pa r t s of the wor ld.’ 

There is no inconsistency between loya lty to America  and loya lty
to J ewry. The J ewish  spir it , the product  of our  religion  and exper iences,
is essent ia lly modern  and essent ia lly American . Not  since the dest ruct ion
of the Temple have the J ews in  spir it  and in  idea ls been  so fu lly in
harmony with  the noblest  a spira t ions of the count ry in  which  they lived.

America ’s fundamenta l law seeks to make rea l the brotherhood of
man. Tha t  brotherhood became the J ewish  fundamenta l law more than
twenty-five hundred yea rs ago. Amer ica ’s insisten t  demand in  the
twen t ieth  century is for  socia l just ice. Tha t  a lso has been  the J ews’
st r iving for  ages. Their  a fflict ion  as well a s their  religion  has prepared
the J ews for  effect ive democracy. Persecut ion  broa dened their
sympath ies. It  t ra ined them in  pa t ience and endurance, in  self-cont rol,
and in  sacr ifice. It  made them th ink a s well a s suffer . It  deepened the
passion  for  r igh teousness.

Indeed, loya lty to America  demands ra ther  tha t  each American
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J ew become a  Zionist . For  only th rough  the ennobling effect  of it s
st r ivings can  we develop the best  tha t  is in  us and give to th is count ry the
fu ll benefit  of our  grea t  inher it ance. The J ewish  spir it , so long preserved,
the cha racter  developed by so many centur ies of sacr ifice, should be
preserved and developed fur ther , so tha t  in  America  as elsewhere the
sons of the race may in  fu ture live lives and do deeds wor thy of their
ancestors.

Bu t  we have a lso an  immedia t e a nd more pressing duty in  the
performance of which  Zionism a lone seems capable of a ffording effect ive
a id. We must  protect  America  and ourselves from demora liza t ion , which
has to some exten t  a lready set  in  among American  J ews. The cause of
th is demora liza t ion  is clea r . It  resu lt s in  la rge pa r t  from the fact  tha t  in
our  land of liber ty a ll the rest ra in t s by which  the J ews were protected in
their  Ghet tos were removed and a  new genera t ion  left  without  necessary
mora l and spir it ua l suppor t . And is it  not  equa lly clea r  wha t  the only
possible remedy is? It  is t he labor ious ta sk of inculca t ing self-respect , a
t a sk which  can be accomplished only by restor ing the t ies of the J ew to
the noble past  of h is race, and by making h im rea lize the possibilit ies of
a  no less glor ious fu ture. The sole bulwark aga inst  demora liza t ion  is to
develop in  each new genera t ion  of J ews in  America  the sense of noblesse
oblige. Tha t  spir it  can  be developed in  those who regard their  people as
dest ined to live and to live with  a  br ight  fu ture. Tha t  spir it  can  best  be
developed by act ively pa r t icipa t ing in  some way in  fur ther ing the idea ls
of the J ewish  rena issance; and th is can  be done effect ively only through
fur ther ing the Zion ist  movement .

In  the J ewish  colonies of Pa lest ine there a re no J ewish  cr imina ls;
because everyone, old and young a like, is led to feel the glory of h is people
and h is obliga t ion  to ca r ry forward it s idea ls. The new Pa lest in ian  J ewry
produces instead of cr imina ls, scien t ist s like Aaron  Aaronsohn, the
discoverer  of wild whea t ; pedagogues like David Yellin , cra ft smen like
Bor is Scha tz, the founder  of the Beza lel; in t repid S hom rim , the J ewish
guards of peace, who watch  in  the n ight  aga inst  marauders and doers of
violen t  deeds.

And the Zionist  movement  has brought  like inspira t ion  to the J ews
in  the Diaspora , a s Steed has shown in  th is st r iking passage from ‘The
Hapsburg Monarchy’:

‘To minds like these Zionism came with  the force of an  evangel. To
be a  J ew and to be proud of it ; to glory in  the power  and per t inacity of the
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race, it s t radit ions, it s t r iumphs, it s suffer ings, it s resistance to
persecut ion; to look the wor ld frankly in  the face and to en joy the luxury
of mora l and in tellectua l honesty; to feel pr ide in  belonging to the people
tha t  gave Chr istendom it s divin it ies, tha t  t aught  ha lf the wor ld
monotheism, whose ideas have permeated civiliza t ion  as never  the ideas
of a  race before it , whose genius fashioned the whole mechanism of
modern  commerce, and whose a r t ist s, actors, singers and writers have
filled a  la rger  place in  the cu ltured universe than  those of any other
people. Th is, or  someth ing like th is, was the t ra in  of thought  fired in
youthfu l J ewish  minds by the Zionist  spa rk. It s effect  upon the J ewish
students of Aust r ian  universit ies was immedia te and st r iking. Unt il then
they had been despised and often  ill-t rea ted. They had wormed their  way
in to appoin tments and in to the free professions by din t  of pliancy, mock
humility, menta l acu teness, and clandest ine protect ion . If st ruck or  spa t
upon by ‘Aryan’ students, they ra rely ventured to return  the blow or  the
insu lt . But  Zionism gave them coura ge. They formed associa t ions, and
lea rned a th let ic dr ill and fencing. Insu lt  was requited with  insu lt , and
present ly the best  fencers of the fight ing German corps found tha t  Zionist
students could gash  cheeks quite a s effectua lly as any Teuton , and tha t
the J ews were in  a  fa ir  way to become the best  swordsmen of the
university. Today the purple cap of the Zionist  is a s respected as tha t  of
any academica l associa t ion .

‘This mora l influence of Zionism is not  confined to university
students. It  is qu ite a s not iceable among the mass of the younger  J ews
outside, who a lso find in  it  a  reason  to ra ise their  heads, and, taking their
stand upon the past , to gaze st ra ight forwardly in to the fu ture.’

Since the J ewish  Problem is single and universa l, the J ews of every
count ry should st r ive for  it s solu t ion . But  the duty rest ing upon us of
America  is especia lly insisten t . We number  about  3,000,000, which  is
more than  one fifth  of a ll the J ews in  the wor ld, a  number  la rger  than
compr ised with in  any other  count ry except  the Russian  Empire. We are
representa t ive of a ll the J ews in  the wor ld; for  we a re composed of
immigrants, or  descen dants of immigrants coming from every other
count ry, or  dist r ict . We include persons from every sect ion  of society, and
of every shade of religious belief. We a re ourselves free from civil or
polit ica l disabilit ies; and a re rela t ively prosperous. Our  fellow-Americans
a re infused with  a  h igh  and generous spir it , which insures approva l of our
st ruggle to ennoble, libera te, and otherwise improve the condit ion  of an
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impor tan t  pa r t  of the human race; and their  inna te manliness makes
them sympath ize pa r t icula r ly with  our  effort s a t  self-help. America’s
detachment  from the old wor ld problem relieves us from suspicions and
embarrassments frequent ly a t tending the act ivit ies of J ews of r iva l
European  count r ies. And a  conflict  between American  in terest s or
ambit ions and J ewish  a ims is not  conceivable. Our  loya lty to America  can
never  be quest ioned.

Let  us therefore lead, ea rnest ly, courageously and joyously, in  the
st ruggle for  libera t ion. Let  us a ll recognize tha t  we J ews a re a  dist inct ive
na t iona lity of which  every J ew, wha tever  h is count ry, h is st a t ion  or  shade
of belief, is necessar ily a  member . Let  us in sist  tha t  the st ruggle for
liber ty sha ll not  cease un t il equa lity of oppor tunity is accorded to
na t iona lit ies a s to individua ls. Let  us insist  a lso t ha t  fu ll equa lity of
oppor tunity cannot  be obta ined by J ews unt il we, like members of other
na t iona lit ies, sha ll have the opt ion  of living elsewhere or  of return ing to
the land of our  forefa thers.

The fu lfillment  of these aspira t ions is clea r ly demanded in  the
in terest  of mankind, a s well a s in  just ice to the J ews. They cannot  fa il of
a t ta inment  if we are united and t rue to ourselves. But  we must  be united
not  on ly in  spir it  bu t  in  act ion . To th is end we must  organize. Organize,
in  the fir st  place, so tha t  the wor ld may have proof of the exten t  and the
in tensity of our  desire for  liber ty. Organize, in  the second place, so tha t
our  resources may become known and be made ava ilable. But  in
mobilizing our  force it  will not  be for  war . The whole wor ld longs for  the
solu t ion  of the J ewish  Problem. We have but  to lead the way, and we may
be su re of ample coopera t ion  from non-J ews. In  order  to lead the way, we
need not  a rms, bu t  men; men with  those qua lit ies for  which  J ews should
be peculia r ly fit t ed by reason  of their  religion  and life; men of courage, of
h igh  in telligence, of fa ith  and public spir it , of indomitable will and ready
self-sacr ifice; men who will both  th ink and do, who will devote h igh
abilit ies to shaping our  course, and to overcoming the many obstacles
which  must  from t ime to t ime a r ise. And we need other , many, many
other  men, officers commissioned and non-commissioned and common
soldiers in  the cause of liber ty, who will give of their  effor t s a nd
resources, a s occasion  may demand, in  unfa iling and ever  st rengthening
suppor t  of the measures which  may be adopted. Organiza t ion , thorough
and complete, can  a lone develop such leaders and the necessa ry suppor t .

Organize, Organize, Organize, un t il every J ew in  America  must
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stand up and be counted, counted with  us, or  prove h imself, wit t ingly or
unwit t ingly, of the few who a re aga inst  their  own people.
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