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S O.ME 

ACC:OUNT 

OFT H E 

, 

LIFE of NICHOLAS MACHIA VEL. 

T ao UGH writers in .general aff'ord 

but very fcanty materials to the Bio. 

grapher, yet it might have rc.afonably been' 

expeB:ed, that Machiavel would have 

proved an exception to this obfcrvation; for, 

exclufive of his atlive fpirit and the perpetual 

agi1ations his country laboured under at that 

period, he was frequently employed in pub-
. t 

lie charatl:ers,and confequently became, in 

fome dc;grce conneCted wi th the hiftory of 

thole times. 

His fame alfo. as a writer of extraordi

n.ary abilities, which was never called, in 

queftion 
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vi ACC.OUNT OF THE LIFE 

que~ion till feveral years after his death, 

migh~ have induced fome perf on of the fuc

ceeding generation to collect the memoirs of 

, his life, a circumftance that has fallen to the 
" , 

lot of many authors of inferior genius. But 

either the "confufions 0"£ tho timci, and the , 

little attelltion paid to literary merit, or the 

calumnies which fome years after his death 
h :1.ld,. 1· 1 'n d·· ' were t rown upon liS C laraCler an WrltIngs 

by feveral religious Orders, have deprived 

him of this honour. Even nis cotempo

rary Paulus Jovius, that profeft"ed colleCtor 

of anecdote'S, h.s given himfelf no troll

ble on this {ubjeCt, and records little more 

than the falfehoods and inveCtives of the Ec

defiaiHcs. 

Niccolo Machiavelli, the fon of Bernardo. 

and 'Bartolomea the daughter of Stefano 

'Nelli, was born at Florence the 3d of May, 

1469} both his patents were defcended from 

noble families, who had filled with dignity 

the fidl: offices in the flate; and as his fa

ther followed the profeffion of the law, it 

is 
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OF • 1.1 A CHI A VEL. vii 

is probable that he intendad his fon lor the 

fime employment. But as young minds arc 

frequently captivated with dle fPlcndor of a 
military life, and as the profeffion of arms 

a:t that peridd was attend~d with ,teat ho~. 

nours and emoluments, princes becoming ftc ... 

quetitly tribQtary to generals and p~rtizans. 

it is {omewhat more than probable' that he 

1pent his earlier years in the field, where 

he acquired that profound knowledge in the 

art or war, which he has difplayed in his 

very ingeriious trdatife on that fubject. We 

may alfo conjecture tbat his poems and plays 

wc;re fome of his firft productions; and alfo . 

the Marriage of Belphegor, which, in point 

of 1,lyle, humour, alld'invention, is efteemed 

at leaft equal to any of the' novels of Boc

cace, and is a proof of his powers in this 

{pecies of writing. His comedies are very 
" .. elegant, the language pure, and the dUllogue 

. {pirited i but the many indecencies they 

contain, is a great abatement of their merit: 

they werc, however, frequently exhibited, 

A 4 and 
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and even at Trome by the ipartkular reom-

the T01:'e:" whkT is firocOg-pe:cO'<0f 
of ,the corrupttalle of' the a~. It isvery 

probable: that -the liberty our autTcOr 

with the: Ee:defisdlics hh plrT caUcOd 

1/ Fratl, was in a . great meafure the occa-

oT that pe:rfecutmn 

fell under ~feveral years after -his deceafe, and 

whi~h terminated in the condemnation of his 

I 

pcOctiarl,pcrTcOrmrcOe:es haUy ineor-

ce:mpol1tionsll bu.t intrUperfi:T ith, 

many·fhokes of genius. 

The Tiffenfiont .whirh the: re~tl!b1ic of 
Florence at thit ti~e labo~red iun~der, ren-

malta a 

Machiavel's parts an~ active {pirit to advanc~ 

himfelf in' tPe fiate; accordingly w-c: find 

150a0 in ¢R!lhatTy lQ 

duke Vaventine j and it is a fhong proof of 

hi€: gra€:t abilities, that 

cn3:1-
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o F MAC H I ·A V E '-L. ix 

conduBed his negociatlons both ·to the ap

probation'of the fet'ti()us Florentincs,'and tlfo 

that of Czfar ·Borgia, the moft bafe and. in

fidious uran of that agc.O~r· author has 

been cenfured for having an intimate ·con .. 

necHon with this prince, and for / 'b.eiDg a 

fri.,nd.tehisprineiplcs'and de.6gnS'J 'but his 

letters, during this -employ, fofficiently clear 

his charatler fromthcfe in6nuations, and 

-prove him to have been fuperior even to tae 

artifices of Borgia. 

In J 503 he was fent in a public charac

ter to the· court of Rome, in which he CO'll

duCl:ed himfelf with great addrefs, and his 

letters on this fubjeCl; are look.ed upon as fine 

models for public buGners. In this year he 

was alfo fecretary to the council of fiate, and 

conveyed their inftrut'tions to Tebalducci Mao. 

lefpini .. commilTary of the Florentine troops, 

employed againft Pifa. 

10 1504 he went amba!I"ajor to the court 

of France. 

In 
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x ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE 

In 1505 he was fent by the republic to fo.: 

licit Gianpaolo Baglioni to take upon him 

the command of their troops which had 

been defeated by the Pifans in: the preceding 

campaign. " 

in 1506, the republic fent him atnbafi"ador 

to Rome, and he attended.Julius the Second~ 

in his expeditiol) againft Pcrugia and Bo

logna.: 

In the years 1510 and 15 i I we find him 

in the office" of fecretary of fiate, in which 

,he acquits himfelf wlth great elegance and 

preciGon ; and his-letters, during this employ

ment, fui\V his difpo6tion in a very different 

point of view from'that which is coIleCled 

from his political writings J for he here ap

pears to be a pe~{on of the utmoft candour, 

moderation, and integrity of heart. 

From the above period to his death he 

was probably out of favour with the reign-
• j ~ 

. ing faCtion in the fiate i and, retiring from 

public 
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OF M A C·HI A v: E L. . 
~l 

. . , 
.public life~ employed. ~i:mSClf in writing t~~ '. 
Hiftory of Florence, the Pfin~e, and th\. fo:

litical Di1I'ertations on the FirO: Occad l:Jf -
Livy, which remai~.laft~~g monament~ of his 

.. ' abiliries. !". 

'.. :: .f . 

'~ln the Hifta,.y ofFloreilce, his violent-an .. . , . 
tipathy to a monal"fhical, government' i!ffup .. 

poCed Co ha.~e iBduCCQ him Cometimes ·to 

fwerve, :from : truth; ·and thofe·· diabolical 

maxims whith have been' Co' frequently and 

. fo juftly ten fared in his' P.rincej undoubtedly 

had their origin from' the· .fame powerful 

principle, and' ought to be .c-pnfidered ·rather'· 

as'an exaggerated portrait of the princes of 

that age, and as an incitement to his coun

trymcn to be zealous in the defence of their 

liberty, than as a fyfiem :of policy for tile in

ftruttion of future princes. 

His Political Oifcourfes are the mofi: cor

rett and elegant of, his works; and though 

they contain fome exceptionable patrages, yet 

they 
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%ii A C C·O U'N T, &e. 

"they abound with deep refcarches and moR 

excellent inftrutlions. 

ThQugh our ~uthor was one of the lirft 

perrons of the age both in literary and poli

tical acquirements J and though he was fre .. 

quc:ntly employed in conuderable depart

ments in the .ftate, yet he neitber met with 

:the countenance.and.fupport of the great, nor 

rec~ived .'any confiderable reward for his fer

.ices, of which. he very ~patheticalIy com

-plains in one of his dedications. He died 

in very low circumftances, July 22, 1527, 

iA the 58th year of hi a age. 

THE 
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THE" 

TItANSLATOR"s PREFACE.· 

T ' H E' generality of Readers, efpeeially 
thore of a volatile turn, are apt to over-

19ok Prefaces, as nothing'more than- lumber 
and rabbilb; or at beft, but as Offices and· 
Oai.houfe& to the main Fabrick: and per
haps, if any Lhould· by chance caft their eyes 
over this, they may fec no great reafon to al
ter tbeiropinion. There arc fome other pre
fatory Difcourfe8, however, at the head of the 
fevc:ral parts of this work, c~lleaed and tranf
laced from different writers and' la·nguages. 
which aFC Dot only very curious and- intereft
jog, but abfolutely m:ceH'ary to be read by 
thore that would have a clear comprehenfion 
of the eoruing Treatifes; and as fach, the 
Editor begs Iea.ve Co recommend them to 
perofal of everyone deft·rous to be tho
roughly acquainted with the fcope and te
nour of Machiavel's writingF. A lhort Pre
amble, therefore, and that chiefly relative to 
~ execution of this, and fame other Englith 
verGons of his Works, may fuffice at prefent. 

11l the year 15SB. his fcven Books of t"~ 
Art '!f 1Y me were fit forth in Englijh (as the 
Tranflator calls it) by' ODC Peter Withorne, 
or Wbitehome .. who ilyles himfelf a Student 
at Gray's Inn: a {ample of which performance 
is prefixed to the beginning of tllofc Dialogues 
jD the fOQl'th VOlLUllC of this Tranfiation; 

and 
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TRANSLATOR's PREFACE~ 
theeefore" it is not neceffarv t.o" fay any 

more df it in this place, than that there'is "ndt 
" , ~ 

fo much as one Note throughout the whole, 
nor any Plen is mtdligible; tHad[ 

i" fo obfolete, that nebody can nbm 
aey j . wis weI! 

ill nanfiated, after makinp" all reaConable al. trJ ". ~ ~ 

lowances for the Idiom of the times. 
The" next piece that is neceffary to be men-

"" tioned here, TrtmJlatgtn if the ,Pollt;cel 
epoe Lg'vJt by E. Dz:;enz? peiilted 

- L(jndon~ the yetzr 6 ~6 j in whic"b there 
here and there a Note, though feldom much 

-to the purpofe: the' moll pertinent of theta' 
are inferted in this verlion, aVid do"en 

rrlpective phce" to Arstheg's ecceunt. 
Dut es there mas en of nte more 

yeers b~twixt the p~b1ication of 
this piece, and the other jufi: now mentioned, 
there feems to haye been but little improve. 
mentmade in our hmgtzage, derieg that pe= 

eio;t:r ~~;e~a~~:h~~:{::" It~~~~e:n:::~~~net 
be {"id in tbit re~Dea, (though fomething in .. 
deed) in behalf of an Englilh Tranilation of 
all Machiavers profe writings, nrtt publithed 
at London, in the yeae 1675; mhieh Wet 

reprieted in 1680 t and 
60e, mithou the leeft eIteration or emend= 

me~' (thoegh full of errors and other fmIts) 
and without any body's name to it. At the 
conclul1on of it, there is a Letter addreued 

Zenobi 
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TRANSLATOR~s PREFACE.' xv 
Z~o~i BqondeImo~te, faij to be written by 
Machiavel h~~felf, in ~~ation of his writ
ings and principles; ~biC;;h is a moO: bitter 
invective againO: the Clergy, and at the fame 
time, a bold ftroke at Monarchy: but as it is 
not to be met with, either in any Italian Edi- . 
. tion of ~is works, or foreign tranllation of 
,them, and [eems not only to be of more mo-' 
dern date, but calculated by fame atrabilair 
'writer, to rerve certain particular purpofes in 
,the 1aft century, one may jullly be allowed, I 
think, to reject it. Upon which account. it 
is omitted in this verfion: for in a Perform
ance, intituled, .A. :tranj1a.tion of Machiavefs 
Works, it muA: have been a lhamelefs thing, 
to infert a Piece as tranllated from Machiavel, 
by a perfon who never fa w theOriginal himfelf, 
nor never heard of any other man that did. 

But to fpeak a little more par.ticularly of 
~he Tr~nllation of all Machiavel's profe 
works, jua: now faid' to be firft pubIifued at 

• ;London in the year J 67 S. The language in 
general, is pobr and jejune, full of vulgarifms, 
quaint fayings, and what the Italians call il 
moJo "a.ffo. or low-life expreffion. But that 
is not the worO: of it: for the meaning of the 
Author is very often grofsly miO:aken; of 
whicp tl)e Reader may take...thefollowing in
{bnces in. the Hillory of Florence, out of nlJlD
berlefs o~crs in every part of th~ work. In 
the rec:ond book of that Hillory, the Author 
Jay', cc I ~iorC!ntinj dopa quella rotta Sforza
rono Ie loro torri all in torno, et i1 Re Robert 

Mando 
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xvi TRANSf,A 'fOll"s PREFACE. 
Manda per loro Glpitano iI Cont~ di Andr:ia. 
-detto il' Conte N~ftO;· per i portamenti dd 
quale, avero percbcdl~' naturale a i FiQrentini 
cite qgni fillt(J rmcrefta, & ogni acciden~e divi(h_ 

')a Citta, Don oftante la guerra haveva con Hu
guccione, in amici & nemici del Re Ii divife :'. 
wHich the old'Englifu Trandator has errone
auflt·rendered in-.tbis Ininner. c' After this 

I difail'er,-tbe FkJn:n:tinea fonifi'ed at hom.e as 
muctt as theycoaldi ana King Robert ~nt them 
a new General, caUed Count di Andrea, with 
the Tit-Ie of Count Novello. By his deport.
ment (or rather by·the genius of the Floren
tines, whofe property it is to increl?jt upon 
every .fettlement, and to fall afterwards into 
fad:ions upon every accident) notwitl1ftanding 
their I'refmt war with Uguccione, they dividecl 
again. 'and fame were for King Robert, and 
feme againft him." But {ure)y it might have 
been more properly thus tranflated. -u After 
t·his overthrowi; the Florentines began to for
tify aU' the towns and caRies round aboDt 
them, and applied to King Robert for'another 
General·: ·upon which he fent them the(!ount 
di Andria, commonly called Count Novello J 
whofe behaviour, added to the impatient tem
per -of the Florentines (which is flon tirei of 
any form of government, and ready to fall 
into faaions upon every accident) occafione4 
the eity to divide again, notwithfianding·the 
war they were. engaged in with Huguccione: 
{orne declared for King Robert, and fome a- -
gainfi: him." 

Again, 
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TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. ' xvii 

Again, in the fourth Book, Machi:tvel f.:ys. 
" A chi ricorreranno eglino ora r':r aiuto? A 
Papa Martino. ibto a contempllzionc di Brac
cio ilraziato da loro?" "To whom (lays the 
old Traafiator) wi1l they now addrefs for fup .. 
plies? To Pope Martin? Bracdacan iJewitneji 
how they ufed him before." Which lhould have 
been rendered in this manner, or fomething 
like it: U To whom will they now have re
courfe for affiftance ? To Pope Martin, whom 
they have A> vilely abufed, only ttl gratify 
Braccjo da Montone i" A cfJ1ltemplaz;,ne being 
aD Itali2l1 phrafe, which fignifiesfor the plea-
fur~, gratification, or fotis/aai,n of anyone; 011 

lICefJfIllt .j; qr ;" (onfitieratiGII of fuch a perJoII 
Dr tlli_g. 

The laft inftance I 111a11 quote, is, from the 
feventh Book of the fame ffiftory, where the 
following patrage occurs. fl Carlo Vifconte, 
perche 6' era pofio piu propinquo alla porta, 
& dreodogli il Duca pa1fato avanti, quando da 
i Compagni fu a[alito, non 10 polette ferire 
d'av_ti; ma con duoi col pi la Schiena & la 
{palla gli traliffe ;", which is thus tranllated. 
"Carlo Vifc:onte being placed nearer the 
door, the duke was pall him before he was a[. 

faulted. and therefore he could not {hike him 
6effJ1Y he 'fJ}IJS titatl: hqwt'fltr, lie muJI do his part, 
and wish II £chine gave him two deep wounds 
upon hit thoulder." Now, what in the name 
of wonder is II SchiT)t? one would be apt to 
think i~ was fome dreadful murdering wea ... 

Vot. 1. a pOll 
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xviii TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 
pon like a Butcher"s Cleaver, or forlietliing of 
that kind. ' Tremble not, ge'ntte(Rdlder', it is 
no fuch matter • .Jndeed,l believe it'~&'n~4dhs, 
at all: fot' the word'Sthine is n'Qt't~: be -found 
in any 'Dictionary. The meaoing is pfainly 
this: "Carlo Viicontc; who ftood nearer the 
door, and by whom the Duke had paired bo
fore be was attacked by his accomplices, Dot 
having an opportunity of ftrikiQg him in th6 
fore part of his boay, gave him a aab in the bnei, 
and another in the lhoulder.1f ' Miftakes and 
unwarrantable liberties of this fort, are to be 
met with in almoft every page: fo that it 
would be not only an endlcfs but unnecetrary 
talk to colle~t them; as any Reader mull: b. 
pretty well f~tisfied already with thefe fpe. 
elmens. 

In the prefent T-ranfiation, the Editor may 
truly fay, that no pains have been fpared to 
make it acceptable to the Public: for which 
reafon, he is not altogether without hope it 
will be looked upon with candour. Theftyl. 
of the Author, indeed, (notwithftanding the 
encomiums which have been bellowed upon 
bim in that refpeCt: by Come writers) is gene
rally filort, broken, fententious, and difficult '0 connect in common periods: his tranfitions 
are fupden ; his meaning often deep, abfirufe, 
and intricate; his argumentation dofe and 
fevere.' ~ut great care has been taken to elu
~jdate hi$ meaning, to explain dark and dif
nCQlt pa~ages, to co~ne~ his periods, and to 

, give 
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TIANSLA:TOR's PREF ACE. "i~ 

gin hi. ars-mcnts. their f"U [cope I>-y,thead
ditioQ of, :.Not~. ~ia-etuatiomt and Plan., 
.hC'l'c thqr. fcoQJOd' ne,cc.i"ary; as,' well 4& of 
Kvc~ other ,ieee. tranilatcdfl,. dilTereat 
lan·gaages,.and ne¥er "cfor~ ,pubH~ inthe 
Englia1 tADguc,; ,oj whi~b, ,fomc';l)lcJlrion ~s 
been, alre~dYI ma4~.;· an,4, if. Jhe ,rrqn~a~or: h~s 
now andit~~.iIMluJgedl1iQlfelfi~ a; QlcNc~~t~ 
and J'e~fo~~l~ ,:~~ Pi c,r~lHlll9Ct~ti~m;' it" ~ 
hoped it wjll .. bq, ,e~~tift;d;, fif)(:e' it, ~,oul~ 
otherw~fCJ.Wwe be'9I tQlpo1ijbJe~· dQ the "u-
thor ju(tAc~. J: . ~.(, '," .. ; , , ,)(',,"j, 

A~(~ the fq~~~r .~~rjt" OF ,deQlefl,t, d .tbo 
Auth~~: ,~~uJe :needs, 1.0 be added h~reL:' the 
RCaMF will,fio.d what has been faid bo{b for 
and againft hi&Writingsj fairly and impartial
Iylaid before him elfewhere, andis lefr tojudge 
for hi~fC#"; ,,wqthing, hat lb~en either, pal
liat¢ -~r ~gg~vat~q: it .s, ~rl,l.e~! ~ij~re, his 
PJ'i9cjp~~ ~r~ :lia:bJe ,to. e~c~pt.i4l1jl ,(" .. i~ fOlllo 
pl~~~~dff.Jljt~iI}JYi~i~b4;t,alle.pr~lltltaft feem 
to bf; frur thC?J ~M~ ,btt,n.,cQmbaue.d /lfo 'l;it,"ili. 
anq ~i+PU~~·at~p:tcd)for tMrpo~fon,:' ,in, 
others; •. ~J'P.)b~ ~)blamedi!thQugblnot.juftly) 
bl~~aJ:JII'~ ,l}j6!Ch~~el hts ·b~Jl Yirid~ated.: 
&J95P.t ~ffiwe,? lil)d~.'·~'ll.d _ gr<saIt . Slpplla,!fe, 
h~yp': ~~, ~~ .~~ll ,ar"1 ~(l~w~drLi poDi1bim l; . 
~~i~({!1~~ ~»'7hllC?~vc;r ,-,hey; may. iCn.d 10 

u~fjp'~ }~:~~)lQ~i,h.3t-\(t l;loicWs:diDpOn 
QJm.~.M~~~J~~n:,d.ead.abC2mJtwo.Ccn
t~s,M}d.fIJEf9~~f}111t11Cet;tQinfo1NlfJdfboth 
~YMtt~Ji~iJrjTr~fl3'QfKWbo.iE ~U:""ithiB' 

a 2 difiance 
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:xx TRANSLATOR's ,PREFAOE. 
difiance,.and fubjea to human feelings, doCf 
not pretend to be indifferent to either: aDd 
though he.it feqfiblcthow,fJendt;r 3ftit1e he has 
to one, he wou.d willingly, if poffible, efcapc; 

~4e. ftp~·f .~, .r 1 ~ . ~ • . 
~ • • ' .4 '. 

, , 

.... :. t .\:.. t f! I --:.,. ..' 1 ." '." 

.... I' jJ.l.l Ii, .• ' J . 

. "" leo L·· .,". ' .. ;.'" 
... ". J ,i','I' 

of "Jik·h1. ';'l '.:",,: . 

., /' ~:~l (11 ~i"\L _Il' 

.;-' _ -'.'Ii;.! lc 1I1:~!(, J: f 

",! ~ ';, .X 0:, I ,I 

.~ :;1;~ -:":. ',J ~ijf.:lllJr:ul ~ 

, .. • \ / , : - t" ' ~ .. j t{ I l' 

• " ~ I : ... , 1 : 

~"I '.: .,)n; ~:·Jt-,-. ,1·,./ 

.:' '.' '-i"l \.,;,., - ,_ ", 

10 " .~. I . I' ... ... 

I .. 
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·r L .,:.,~ .~t~l}TL:'~l 'Jj ~~, '} _~!~ ~ ,.... '.' ... ~ 

tjl1£ ·,·)ci:J:,r")J2'~J_·\~~". ~'.-~" 

. . . 
-(':: . .1,. i ,jG·:t'. ~ !l .~~ ":.It~: . .!.\!\ I~.' .\1" ,.1.11 ",'" 

DEDICAT\OR Y EPIS"TtE. 

T 0 

POPE CLEMENT VU •• 

HOLY FATHER; 

A s your Holinefs was pleafed to lay your 
, commands upon me, to write a Hifiory 

of Florence, long before your Exaltation to 
the Pontificate, I accordingly applied myfelf 

• This Pontif, whofe Name was Julio d~ Medici, was 
fOn to Juliano, killed'at Florence, by the Pazzi, in 1478. Se, 
B.I VIIL ",his H!fI.,.,. He was a Knight of Rhodct, 
afterwards made Cardinal by his Uncle, Leo X. and {uc:
ceeded Adrian VI. in 15~3' His Ponti6cate was diftin
guii1led by {aeral con6derable Events. All Germany WII 

diYided about the new Do£binepreached by Martin Lu
ther; and Clement, dreading the power of Charles V. bav
ing entered into a league with the French and Venet;ans, 
wrote in very haughty terms to that Emperor, who anfwered 
him in the &me ftyle. But the Colonni, who wete of the 
Imperial party, riling againft the Pope, dted his Holinefs to 
appear before a general Council, which Charles intended to 
call at Spire, and forced him to retire into the Caftle of St. 
Angelo, in 1526. The next year, Charles of Bourbon, the Em. 
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xxii' MAC H I A~ V E.' L' s 
to it with the' utmolf care: and atteiniollr ' 

ana' with 'a\l' tbe: abfIiti.es *bittl ; 'Nature 
and Expb~n1:e" hav~ , 'afforded I mle~;: 'that I 
might 'lhew'" my' readiddfs: Ito, obe)" you' iii 
e"ery"~l1itJt.! But after ,I'; ~ad': b_Sht, ic 
(town )t8'~ the time' when' JtBe 'lIcatft· or ,tile 
illuftrldU,i' Udrenzo: ~t' .(Me~icl ga~ a/ new 

, to'th Cto'lthei ~ffiiirs of' It'aly~- 'and lfound the 
E5tent~O~i~h" 'anerwai'd~ happened,;:' grew 
fq 1 imdte~8g '~rld' -important', ~hat tliefde-
',r:i [:l :}'!J(F: i - ,:;' ,',,!, ,: ,)' 

per~;s :Ctlill!Kri, took and :plunde!-eil Rome, ' 8Ilc£.obligei't1ic 
Pop~tPi>!JI$fJt:i,~QQ Qu~for b_f ~Jl~j 'CH~~" 
al.1 ~e v~q;~ of g~ ~n~ ,~l~~ tb~~ ~~ed to' t~! ~Ufchea 
w~e mett down llbd comed, and ~e vacant Cardll~aJ.'. 
If.i~ fbld( rpllb1icrAunien. ~deS Orbtr ~neefiiJ11J1t, 
ic1ws ~~rcb4, thac his-He1iha&.: and. tllUl:mCar
ci;~",J}l~- r.e~lJi., prif~e.:. m ,Cb~ Ca~ ".~fC'llllrl 
"'I~fh fR \ ~ con.fin~.4 till the D)~mey.\Val ,~,idj Wei aftq
wards go to, Naples,' or Gaieta, tilf,tbe Emperors rurthe~ 
ple!lfure'W'AHdtOWn. ~ In' the' ycat '1'$29', l1e maele 'a peace 
..nth Uia~ irilpu~ i by ... marriage _.sf 1AdIeUnder dc' 
~ici,..:c:rna~pyb,o.f;l'ufcany, a~,M~~-~fwltAa'a 
J1,a~qra,l d~ug~~N which alliance ~ afterwar~ con6rmed 
by tbe' n'tarriag'cf Of Catherine dc' Medici to Heary U. ICing. 
of France. During thefe tranfUliGat, ,He~H"'VW. of 
Anglaqd,\~di~t¢ecl,"\ Wi~t C.,~.(r{ ~ .. aad 
~: ~npl?~cAtec1 ~r ~lem~~t for i» doiog,: ,VpoIl 
which, he ;dcrd:1fed himfeff, Hlad if liJ, Chartb ill his MInI 

tbm,,,fbni, 'abd prbrbdted' the' Reforru.ti'bn, ~iC:h 'he had, 
~11 ~,:oppored-o' PIaU.fI, UnbtUllttl'AJ 8# PIIIIl RirtMI. 
It wa .. f~) '9iT .tlJia- ,P-ope, whil~ ~e was jn prifen, ,p .... 
• ", ,at¢f-''ffl''fo , ~bougb Machiavel. was m¥ch _ .fteelJled 
by him, 'lie' at' aft incurred his heavy difpJeature, on a fufpi. 
donoHJi:ibg :eirgagedwith tlte Soderini' in a confpiracy 
aga,.n:him;. CDnoernin~ whiah"the Reader witt-... -.with 
fome .other anecdotes in the courfe of this work. 

6 ferved 
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DEDICAToltY EPISTLE. XXIii 
{crrcd to be related in, a higher 1I:y Ie, and 
morc..! fpirited manner. I refolved to pre:.. 
Ien.t ~hat I had ,alreaay digeftcd, in one 
V:oI~~e, at your HoJinefs'$"feet/; ,that fo 
10~ ,~i&4Jl b~ve a, ta.fte a~ l~aft ,of ,t\1e fruit 
wpicb ypu youreel! planted" an~.an)earneft 
of fuY e~d,ea~olJrs to bring it t~ ~a,turity, 
,J -In the .peroCal 'of it, your HoHnefs will 
~C; to w1ia~ havock and di~r,aaions our 
~*~l'I ~~'e~pofed fqr m~ny ag~~ ;UJer the 
declenlion of the Roman Empire in the 
,WeillJ: AOIW. ,GfeeD it. l"aried, its, form, of go
,"etWt~t)J and 'to how man~ dHferent'Peop}c 
'~i.il(r,- P'~inc'es' it became' ·fUbje'a~.;' ')"qu will 
~4~.~&qw the Pop~, you'r p'redece.1fors, the 
:v:enetiaiDt. the Sovereigns, of Naples, and 
'tIIe::Dhkei'of Milan; 'bY'turDs ca~ to bear 
·tti~ .b'htef rale" in this' Provlrfce': Yoal will 
~~~d)a~VC Gity. afte~ ith.id/~a~n off "=-=. of~ .&be Bln perors, , labotlriDg. under 
. ' " duM' difcdrds' anti ti\11' difte'itfidnS, ·t111 
,t~·&4~~~pme'nt 'of it happiJ~ fell~,~h:to~'the 
haatll'W: your family. .. 1 .'".! 

'BIit~·~ YOUF :HoIinefs' (equally' 'dctfpiling 
-flatterY. and .tlteeming jufl: :praife)' t:iri,ctly 
enjo~cd lJle 'to, ayoid all kind of Adu1ation, 
whom :a1' any ,time,llhould' have'oc<:afion' to 
~tMti : the , naMe!' 'of your Anc=elll~rs, 'I 
am Ja:fraidJ thaH. '{eern to have ttanfg~eff'ed 
tbat command, when I' extol. the virtue and 
liberality of Giovanni, the prudence of Co
limo, the affability of Pietro, the magnifi-

a 4 ~ence 
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c~nce ,.a~d y~ifd~Il1:oL~pr:en~.;.4~~(Me4~, 
Fpc, \~:\li.cp,: ,a~d,all ot~~ ~1fas~tMta!u'l}~y. 
~.pHeai: i~~ any wife fu1!~u~. qr .9tf~n~yx. i~ 
the ,ourf~ .91' ,this wprk,; 1.1 ~pfi:,.4.Ul~JJ 
intreat your Holinefs to admit QlY ~I\9)9gJ~ 
~?en lilY, th~t it was ,not,poAibl~.~o.~y,oid 
~t .• : • ~Vor, .as t found all, tP~ Me.IP~s,~f;thpf~ 
'.ines (~11 of their 'm~fit find prai~s~ 11hould 
Jp.~~ ;;~~ a~,cufed either ,~ devitti~g .f~ClIq1 
trl! th" i It: I . fep~eren te~. ~h~[n. ip ,4ny ,p~~ 
ligh ~.I.; Rr of extre.me,. e~vy . if l.,paffed;! the~ 
Qy,~r, .W iji.5n,r;e •. , ~nd .if. t~ere was, apy.pr~~ 
vat~: ,Ofr f:~bi~jpu~: ,vieV' .c~cea1c:d '~f:ld~r 
.t\ieir.~\odQ.1.i~ ~ndqavou,s to Jerve ~c:ir Cqun
i~y~ . ~~ .~c~~ bavr ,o.ot fcruplcd to h~nt,. I 
dQ 1,1~t.'; t~1.nk Ill)'~elf ~~: ,~i~c;rty to fay, (0,; 

,a/lr}qff ~~s ;npt appe~rcrd to m~., . In.dctc;, 
~i,~ llW}Y ,~~fily. ,be. perc;elV:~~, t~~ ,10, all 9ther 
.~~r~~, l~}~i~ ;H;~llory, ,~ ~av~ never en.dea-
vOHreti to thrQW, a vell. of Hpn~ay ov.er 

.~J'.~~f~~Y:' a~~~;."~O,[ : to ~~lu~~iate. ~ny ~e, 
"that was worthy ~f; pral~~,. by ~~~Jy.J.o
~inll~tirg ... ~ha~ it ;was .. dpn~ to ferxe· fome 

. y~le purpo(e .. ':' fiqw' li.tt]~ I ha,ve been.~ilty 
'of ~a.~~e'l-ipg· ~riy, c;me"" will more particul~r
'ly :aI1P.e:a~ }~the. fpeec,he~ andhar~llgues to 
the.publi:c~"l an~, i .in. rpy pri~at~ . re~ea~Qns 
~all~~ ~9ferv~tion~ ;~bich are. always .. de1i
~'ered ,without rc::l1:raint or, referve" apd. in a 
m;qner'\:online,nt \yitl; the aCtions. charac-
ta, J apd r temper," pf. the, perfo ll that.. (p~aks, 
.~r is (poke!l of:' ~nd I have at the fame 

, . ~ H . time 
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time ',ftudibufiy "'epdcavoured 'to avoid all 
odious _tries': of diftinaion and, party dif~ 

ference~ 1 • as unbecoming the dignitY' of -Hif .. 
tott~ll'.bd:{)f' very 'finti! account in the fup-
pOttiofllr~~ 1 d;i' ,; , , ,','~ ,',: 

I r'NOubn~J 1~1Jn~l,~, " '~herefo~ef 'who 'lea~s 
thi~JJiiffi,1"yl'With ~ahdd~r, wtll, uphr:a1d me 
ak fk'r§yboph':trttl 'and; rime-ferver; l efpcciat1y 
i*h~n tie' ' firids' that' r have mad~ but 'Jittle 
ffibhtio1( bf'yon.~ F dther': for ~ t indeed~l he:" iWa$ 
f)r.ltclitCfi 3"Jy ! fr6~i" us'- ,at ~fo i~~at,urean 
ai'i,'(~hd["when his' Reputa~io,(~as 'b'utIJuR: 
'ti8i~ilOt,~,ta~prea~ ",i~~el:f among{tni~nkiiid. 
tbat -:T :~ght' othef\~hfe . hav~ ,been 'though,t 
;to(F~.rtiU' to'; 'll~s' VittQes. ' ,NeveriheJcfs, 
if he ihtiti lila n9tliing elt~':to 'b~{fof, the 
O.~ aloJlfC'of' ll~ving'give'n,'yo,ur a,(>Ii~cfs 
fa 1 tfiM£ ~br1£f,t is' fu'fficien t tQ ,balanc¢ "-au' the 

, ~pfeiJiji1!'iialon~6r Jjis, Anc~ad~s, a,~~ 'riii ad~ 
:iriany\ln8R!l sesQfFame to his incmOfY,'.thao. 
Jibe R\\ftc~at'~~ce of his :,D'efi.nf ro) en,vi~,udy 
~~~~a~"fr~~.~i$ Lifc:~ ",'{,J ',',,: ' .. '. 

" 1'-'t liavcferide~bUi"ed, Holy,Fath,er, as much 
'asrJ;~OUJd(Wit1ioQt' dbing violence to truth). 
tdJfliYj;noth~n~ th~t, migll~ ~fTend, aqy ~n~:; 

. 'anal ,~t perhaps 1 l1ave' pleaf~'d 'rio ,o~e. '~nd, 
'in'cleea; 'I BialI' not be: at 'all {~rprife4,~'jf :that 
1hou!(lLbe: 'the cafe ':" lfin'cc' it is al~ofl' impof
fibltffbr 'a 'tna'n 'to 'write a Bidoey 'Or his own 
t1in~, ~if~out g:j~ing:offence't~:m.a~x.: How
evet~ I: came boldly into the Field: for as I 
have '!jeen honoured with your Couiitenance. 

and 
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and preferred by your Bounty~ J am not wifh.. 
4ttt ~;. thg I6a1t,likt*iac 6M Ittie1tete ... 
der the {anaion' . of your favourable Dpiniea 
and gr.eat l\9iiO.m., " lat"ls ~6d~ l*baD 
purfue my Undertaking with die fam~ fpirit 
-.I alKf'ily be Ihcwe ,procecetl,talla .f&r~ if 
life and health continue, and yoar Holinefs 
ft.iil.wachfafes.m ~pPort . me 'with !)1oor ,~ 
.tt4tiol'l..., , .', . (......' ,~ . 

. . I! : ~' •. ' .: -; I, -~ 

t l'.~" ~ ... r r • >' 

l .~ j • • ( l! • 1 t.,,·-. 

I -',' , 

. ,. .. 

" . '.' " 

( 

'\ J ': <,,' . ,'" t 

" 

• ' J "" . " .. 
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I. 
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noiCliqo ~Idb1~c'{~1 .J~~~~'''~: ~.~ 9 •• ~1-~ _'::. ,: L 

II~Mfldbg-.~ ofl'~l.O·ll·,lnl!C ~ '. 
. . 't -1 C':;, r[l ,: . 1 ("' ~ ~~. ~ ~... .:.. -." • (I 

111H~ ::>ms .,," •• ",' _. ),. ,. '.'" .. ,.J. ! 

~"''If~,pGbaJhdl.n~~a~·74s·" 
;;brribH 1!!tl'~ t-,,;; .- .. : ;, ,:: ,; .. 'J:: :;~; .. :' ; 

. q1\ l&~tiatetitlo d~i'tit H~ t/fli?itJrhlu 
~ may appear a little (lry at tirftnfipri . 
to tbofe that are not acqu~ted with its me.· 
rit, it {oems ncceffary in fame naeafure to pre
miCe, dlat the intcftfl:s a.nd: cucerna of that 
JUpublic were fo intimately conne8ed aad 
~ve. with thole Of the rca: of Italy, that 
it was impoBil»c to {peak of one, without 
~tlcnt mention of the other. For here wo 
tu.U. 6nd many .laings that relate-to thePoper. 
tI:u:.RcpubJ:ic of Venice. the Dutchy of Milan. 
aDd li:vual other conliderable State&; which 
altogetbet mak.e alinoft a com.plete·HiS:ory 
of lrat" du-ring a peJ:iod that has not had 
mw:b.lighi: thrown upon it, thouga very'£«
kle in tCllluJr.able events. 

Wieh regard to Flot-enco alono, the Reador 
would have no oc:cafion to complain of being 
l1eUher impro1red. Dor entertained by the I:Iil. 

• 'rhere had been feveral ~ditiQns of this French Tranfb
tion before. The Tranaator's name was Tetard~ a French 
I\ef~e and., Phyfician at the Hague. H~ was ~ native of 
~ a6d}ol ·the Family of Mon6eur Tetard, a Minifter 
~e, ",ho made a.good deal of noiCe in the French Synod •• 
at the time of tbe (;oDlroverfy concerning, UnifHrJa/ GrllUt, 
at Saumur. 

tory 
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tDq.-;of it; if he. met with lIothing mu£.4 thin:" 
detail of the condutl by which th~H~ufd()t 
Medici, .frOllll a mercantile. condition" at IJaft 
exalted itfelf to: fovereign grabdeUr:aQ(J:a-u.:. 
thodty. " i . . ,,'; < . 

.., But:tbere. ate mah¥ ~heredmirab1C!lLetU>ns 
to be laamt from i~ ·\1Itlyjc:h· m.a,·bc of great 
ufc.to {och.a- ate calh:d·to.thetgoveiaaenr-of 
Bccpublios; They "will fec.:what.;meanf.arcl 
moll: 'ClIpeditnt· to :prefcf.\Tc.the Libertits of II. 
ftee~Stat~".Ia.tul: to frulttate the·: at tempt&'- ~f 
·A:mbition to . {obftrt thtm" . They, will jild 
thOfe wiJeaJ~pOfed to the world,.whicb-de
figning ~ men have praGtifed. for· that purpofc: 
md.this may ,be fo far of ule ai todet~r other, 
frbm·trtading in the -fame Steps. when they 
p¢r.ceivetl that the Mine is alrody {prung, aBd 

-thefe: ,dangerous' Artifices now, clearly feen. 
throhghJby every 0nc., .They.\\'illiearn frcQl 
.hC1pl'OceddilYgs of· the Florentines, to judge 
of th4:, views and ,inclinations· by which the 
u9Cral d~as of mankind arc .actuated. ",For 
u the government of their City VIIS fucceffivc06 

Jjnin ,the:hands of. the Grandees; thcNobiUty, 
1ho,eornm-oners,. and the:Plebeians, tbe pre
·Clominoanl 'paffit)n of every 'ood 'Of thefe dif~ 
{trent G~rnor9 will plai$11 appCQr to be ,the 
fame ;!and thafwhat(oo,ennaybethe tanko~ 
-~ondition';of th().fe that are lit the helm of ;(uch 
-SW-lcs, tM form (of Government: wiU . always 
degenerate into infuppatttlble' Tyranny, if 
they' are ~ not ~ refiram~d by good Laws., -and 

thore 
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dw{e(Jl.nI. ~maiDtilaincd .. .in ltbcir full;: force 
aQd;Mi8oll~dl j , • "I; , . -. > . ;: ,,:: 
! iAe.tho.Aa1Ilhol' abounds with, pcHtinal 'rea4 
1Qningtt.a_~G1)8 in'aU his Other tv.otks. 

_he has not been fparing of them in this •. efp~ 
e.~.llll m,Ha1la.,gues·,;. :0£ :which~~~ue 
JJMIJJ taal1may fQt\lc for excellent models) ill 
_like; a~&inccs,to(fueh as are)eIDfJ01~ 
_Iillstho-t1.dmimfira.aiohCf public aifai~ .na 
ll'~ f9ifJ\etbnetlO<nfiolll to· avail : t~mfclQ.m 
Q( EiRquence)in moviJ18.' tiM paaiOJ,lS; and 'af ... 
fec;tiQns of mtn. ,. J :And .thoagh ,this ,Hiftoay 
may poQibly-b¢i .ho"~ht too,limitedand;£iJ!. 
cUQlfctibed by:rparticular porfCDns;1 the vCcry 
naPle()f Machiare1 ;will fiiUbe fufficienuo ~o-
~~:it;.t~~c .notiee. and ellecm,c£ the 
pW>~ " 1qQmU1Maftcf$ .. always &JU'P . iuda 
IIMrkt iQf~Gen.i.ujnup~Q ; their .works;la$,diftin-' 
pithl~lf~m·aU othert:, and if,the :Fath 
:t!Jafl ~ttl r~ed, in·, ~his, . {bould: ·notbe A~mdi 
idi"~~ ~t)te.r~fting ,tOI any ,otbel'.peoplo OIl 

tot\! ndoJUwAlp~ yet the judiciolls.manneti in 
lIffildWi.cy efe iOolleCted -and digefied.by a,man. 
."ht)(~14"~:lJ kJWNi how ooth to .Qhufe,himfelf, 
~ ~J;;put:,t~t)th~$, what ;w,as .n\otl \lfeful . 
and ~(j)Jt.hy of. ob(ervatiQn . in ., ~ifiory. will 
~1V3"S(JJl~e " t 't,.p~<t~ .• fl2 f.e[~able light. 
J0 M1hofa,~er ,-then 'tft.flU carefully ;and. atten'-

·;.(iN.Alj(\ ~d.d ,hp ~ prefent,. . whi~hrc:lates , t~ 
,T.Nftia~s)Ofa!wife . and. p~r[pic=adoP8j peo
:p1~mA}'t ·~41p .. *~much· advantage'£rom it, ,in 
~y opi~i9n, l\S JfGma1moftally-.othfl", whdt-

. foever. 
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~er ... But ... : toLQ~h ."" r~ IIQ,Joill ,q( 
BQpk~ ex.cept thofc in. which a quallt"~r, 'h, 
World at wft_ i, drilled upw'~ll_b~~~,ac 
oW' ~me, the)' may "ttell ~e t,"m~J,·es. 
if . they plafe. with E~~iftJ. GQc.ne." Ot~ 4?'; 
bridgOl/DC:I!Itaof Cb~9_1~lw~,c.lwJd~a.. 
"olu~, . andJ \~"aiaU. ol,r~ :impi~. 
~d flJcb. ~ftqni4tin8 £\'.I"u ... ~$Ir ijIa':e. .... , 
P'sp; . ~~,,_h they wiD .~.vp· j~ ... p 
mtx~h ~tisf~ion ~d., impro,cme~; ,a •. cho4: 
igna.ant, . pco.~: -119 fit .w_erif\gat-.~ 
ftrangc ge~ure of puppelS upon a ~ago (~ 
well thef.,). :wbilft they knOw. ~hing bf. 
the· fcere~ q,clJagf that., plU them ill. ~. 
Oul author to ift~~d~ . is. not alcogedrcr fo {Cfri

tCl'ltiQus~as- Cor~llul Tacita,; but ye, be e~ 
tersfo:·d~ep' into lJIute,s of faa, and Ip-y.s .. ~, 
the remQte ,caufes of them wi. fa mlicb pet .. 
(p¥:uity~,t~t.,tha R~r hirnfelfwi1l.nat'J1~*. ~ 
l.Y.;~ra~; .. p;roper, conclu,fions • . 1 4:nd ,~r~apsi 
t~~~ rnlly,~~ -,the, better W~)I,?fthel~~ ~lQrm,> 
thcju~iQl~~t: : . for ;. f~ r~Ju. a~dvr~4p.c~ 4 

tiQns . Il~(c~"]tp.l>e.,thc.t,~ of.(lor, o~n'~~l 
foni~~ cqm!p901y .pka;r. ·u~.~., ~mil~J 
a dcqpqf imB FlflPn, i\l~/~) f~~t flf~il~I. 
truq~. fH~~tU~·py,:p*Aqt~.;J')'[!()q nch ;;11 r,iF.rj 

, ;-Jh.~)~ ')~ f~Iil" ,. ·Pfl~~)~wY{lJf?l ftijl~ 
, thi*o lJ)~p.l1 ~i~~~~'t~,*,;n ! .. ~~ ~~q§")r ~ 
mig~,~~~~~n.. ;<)(~it,C~~t, ~ .~iAing qf\'.w~o 
flQQI,l8fll ' JButCW~Y'M~I~~~.~1~~;t.Jifrll 
ti~R;iJli.pg"wbM ar~di!8 :;,~tt:~ ftblt~G 
rial.-fot; }qth, a' com~tiot)1 ,~o<bt~.,( ~alo 

, " , ' I ' rea))y 
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nallr~ :1viI1' ~" great d.ef'ere~e to' did 
Ja~grJlf!tifdfrafll~titttor,. whole Abitities add 
lJrKNHWiutihg' at .Ieait 'bMre never' t*tn calleel 
in::<iutlftlC)ri~ : ~hers~ ''ftrr likely, who ate 
reid}- td:do'W bitn>tllefe endowmen«s,: will 
nMIf&lW:&Jt' ~t prC9-aile'lluponj t& m21e. die 
&8ie~~elJioifJ 'in regaFd to the goodneli'oF 
hi\8:f*arf: 'but as the Reader 'will find' thaf 
Maitw. mc¥C"iinpJy di1Co{fedin the P(eface to 
Iti~' ~oUt~' mkbunes, and 'oiher deta~hed 
pr*ct~oLthi!t Walk, 'let it fumCe at Jirelent, . to 
ilYe ~trliabJe proof of his integrityand 
JOv~df·tfutP1;:id {peaking to- boldly of th~" 
POtit'i&,l th,6tigh the wlwle ceurfe'oi a Hiftoo
ryj ~tdieite\t fd one of the moR: po~erfurof 
tliem~ ~wh<Ywas 6f the 'Hmrfe' of Medit-; to'o:, 
aad'hacrbeen )rig great'~atron and Benefa~or~ , 
For:t:I:iQf~ontent' ititli 'relating many oft thof~ 
horrible truths with which the Lives of t.he .. , 
Pap~a:bound, he faysi in his,tid!: B~k, after, . 
a recital of the mikries and difira8ions his 
Co~tr1"h~d alteady-groaned under, '4-that all· 
the'wats'· which Foreign'ers afterwards 'made' 
u~.JtitJy~ were c,biefiyowing to "the pope;s,.' 
and maft: ·of" tlieifeveral inund'atiorls df Bar
barians that poured- themfeI\1esqMO;it.:i~ a 
great mfdafure occafitmed'·by t1l'eiriHcitement 
and ihAigatio~ :lwhich, prall:iccl ~eint ,conti~. 
Duedi t'bm 1:9 'tflii- tiille. ,have!:' -(O"'}ong'Jkept; aed 
l1ill kup:Ilraly "Weak and 'divided!" ~"This~as 
but Iii ~"w~rdmanner, 'fotn~ '~ythink, 
pi paying court t6l fuch, a -Pt)litif' as 'Cle-

ment 
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.~xii ADVER. TISEMENT, &c.' 

Plent VII. and efpeoiilljdn fo great a Politi~ 
r:ian as Machiavel. Even our common Pa-
tol;hiaJ Cle~~ OP PaPis~ vJoll tti! iMtb6hUJd 
with more politenef.. They fay finer and 

.:ilantt4bmer things 'ill' their addreifes, t~ '~Ir 
.Arc~, than perka". th"ty vJduld ~C:ltQ 
"Q)r.tSttioar,lIiMfolf, arul his"ho1, Apoftles; if 
'tbey wt.".-if)w .upon 'caNh. . 

Wiat· t \¥Gold :iftfcr. nom this Stti&6te :~lI 
.bat' 4~t4ali, t91\(1' dUe, to '{~k t!1e' ~hbt_ 
truth' in CHIt doliaq ~rctim4aDCes,' taiJ~ 
be fu'fpe&e4 of oil-- fuppr~lIibg or di(guiinX 
it upon any other occwo,n, out. of p.u61,api-
,~ity 9[ Jlfiya~. ~c;rc.ft; JQ ~', bq~ dej,. 
(:iCDt,foeuer De ..,.apptar.to fOlU'peopIa II 
~ Courtitt, 'he 'cer,ainly ~ertrVes great apptau~ 
fro~ :eve,y oye:...~ ag Hitlq~ian. whQ.h~ wri~,! 
~tM·\fi.I1&itt,.Up •• IiI" and·.fcwar4', _ 
t,qthl t. ; .. , ,'.; .1 .' ',. ,: .... ',.' ',·1 ,'.,' ' 

• , I 1· ,.' 6 .... !. I. ;!. ~,' .' . .. . .'.' I 

.; .' .,;'1,,) ,. I '. I, •. 1 j ) '.. • •.•• f • '. : 

..... • .' iJ I. • : .', • " .. ~ I "" ••• ' ,'11" 't.; t .... • ~- -
"I l't ,(\.,' ,,'. ,'.,11 '''~ '.: .:. I. )1'; '1 ~.~' . 

. ~.!..; .. ,t,- . _4_ ,- .. I· .. " i ~ 1;' , 
• J , . '." 

I. , • I .. : ,I, .. .' '. .-.1 'f'" !, 
, . 

• I \ -. • :" .,' '\) 't' I .. ••• .. ' • ".",,' r '. ~, I _J~ 

" .' 11 ':1, I' •• I 

. _ ,..' ....... 
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'T~ll'E • :-.-.' !l',. 

~,.~ ,... "., ! I 

ii~ T'flEN .-1 :firA . reJolve~ 10 'write 'di~ 
.VS .. .B.iftOf)' aitd TraBfatlions of the Flo
F~,Podl .. t·boe¥.aod abro_, it ....... 
-de6cn to have ~ ..... ith,tbc y ... ·I~, • 

~'u.e; tbe .Faiuily of ·Mcditi. by the 
~ ~~ aad bis fatbcr Gio~annitbad 
~~""'D" _p:1ClC ef .... ityt ... 
,.,gfIIfr .iD·f..~·;· itDcgirii'ac ,tit.t"· Leo-

. '~~c)'ArCt1no 'was orie of the' inofne:mied men of 
~i'.mt dte~rer of1lie~reA- Tongue 
.. ~vu..'" ilJba' Sedmary of the 
~y, ... -9J'~;, m"~ wh\<h olIicc be d!f-

~1l1i ghat credit, dlIting ,the Reign of that Ponuf, 
.. i-"fl'xt~;. '!b:':Utehaed Pope' :Jt)hn ~XJIl. 'at the 
..... ~ce{1tI ~·Wcl wu titenrintt'Se&ei!a-
rr, or, as G)me fay, ChanceDor to the Republic cf Flnnee, 
bJ which be amaffed greatricbes. A catalogue of the boob 
k~ whicb we,re manJ, may be {em in Ge{ner', Bill • 
...., IIDCl in Baretti'. J,"li." Libra?, a 'fery 1J(e£uJ work, \ 
pMti ... by die Author at London, in 1157; in wbich he 
fa,., it wu reported, that' this Leonardo had found a piUI bf 
Tully, intituled, D, Glfrill, that he made uCe of it in fome 
of IriI Latin works, and tben dtflroyed it. The Florentines 
wen: ~ plcafccl with his Htftory of Florence, that when he 
died, they buried hilll with a chaplet of lautel round his 
hall. .. a con of that book laid upon his 1x-eaft. There 
.. ftiJJ a I8Irble monument to be feen over his grave, in tbe 
Chrch iii Banta Croce It Florence. It is faid, that a copy 
Ii_ ...... was ro.d fbme'Year8 ago amongft the ma
.. ,.. of die paWic Library at Oxford, in wlUth chert are 

II" ~ IIC'fCr Jet been prinle~f. ~e ~ied at tbe .age of 
~.....hf1c*r,m the yetr.I4+4- The InfcrtptlOD upon hIS mo-

TOL. I. b nard~ 
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x~l)tiv ~ M ~., ~IVcr('~l<t~;~ 
na~d~ ~'Arez7fo, an~, M~r~,o. ~~'9RIPr ~ ~)";~ ,~(~~ 
~en~n,~: Hi,~r}~b~~,~ h.~~ flve~':~l ~artit~Wtr~~~~ 
n~w~t,~~.~i~ great:bP119U~. I~ • .lJ'rf~JOtw'r-I (~~§tH9= 
the ~eat~ o(Leonardo; ,Hi~or:y ~s ~~ m~p.r,nj~~ ~ fl~uJl(ce is 
bec:otnemnte,'theGrc:ek and Latin Mu~s :are irndrs. ''MJ
IIi/uti. /fit, ,jllll .. ,. J,65." L·1tt¥akt'd'igglrM;;r'fbni!i;,,~PrrhJ 
, • Sq~ ~all, hi~ Rcatc:iGJfrio •. .,r .Bran49Jilulfloi&i~, : I 6: 
waliJc;er~~y) to pqpt: B~gf~i", JV,' I ~jcboJ;¥( tV fJ (aM-h 
~tliet:P~,aC~t,~be~i~{elf~a)'~i F_r~m Rome;.~~~~,.~,t;~~ 
to F~o~ence; ~t the age .of rev.~~t1·(o,ur ~ t~ ~u~c~,ed .1i~s fnen , 
!.tonaf(\l);'ititbe ofWte o£Cbancellor tothat repu~lt:t ~" 
been ;w.cq;- ~ iiltim~r ;u:qoailltDhrith him'dutfd"k '~k; lUi!, 
and "rOfe ~ .c:JjitiClqe upon bi~ .orks., His J~9fflg r+'a~ 
~d,erap,let,~":~ hiS; geni.us fa.tiricat, as a.rpea~, f~~f > ~i,s -~~~~f;
tlves agam{l Laurentll1s Valla, and hiS Alrtot~ ofJ.ltorent~ 
is oof le&ked upon to be either c:atKlid ot er.l&.' : LWhiH1: ~ 
~~ tP~ ~o,UneU ilt ~o~~~. -he and ~"l1voi(aSl ~ 
latt~r.faY~!nl~is .J,fuf~ il't/i{U{IJ, .wn. ~',9¥t.~,~ u.~) 
di{cov~r_ed rever~t ol~ m~n~fcri~~1 in the Abbey of.~t. qa11~ 
about tWenty miles from that City, and partic'ul~rJra per{ea 
one bE Q!aihtUiatfa -w,ks ; the n~ of whiQh~ -MS ~C!~ 
,!,jth ar~t Pk:a{R{e by the Litl!~i., .as, t~y; IJMl -np,.qq~ 
~~y ~o~~" I Tholtgh it, is [aid, there is o~,e,ip, ~he ;~~I,~ 
Ubrary above 500 years old. ;l9d fev.eral of very ancI~nt <btl! 
in ihi''Frtric:1i Xillg's: 'In his travds'through Germany; l\e 
tran{~ibed ihtboob of Tull,. D,ipini6uM'tk ¥*~lJi.da 
~~ 1119~ ~I.\fq:n, ipJ tal y, qe~~ ~.tj"A- M!lrmo~~r/~ 
h~P\lbli~f4A ,af\ddied inth~ year ..... SQ. at ,t~e ~g~,qf, e,igbn'. 

It is [aid, tllis'Poggio rol~ a .Manu[cript" $>£ Livy·s works, 
very fairly trll1l(cribed with 'his own haRd~ lOr i2d c:to .. ns~ to 
the celebr..,d Pallo.mita. ~8J1' .toj 4ipliOln1h,. KinRrm 
NapkH Um WjbiPJ, (~~t~~~ryPi jiA;:J; t~.~fJt9INs ~~ 
jefty, f.'l~~, ': 1 i,Iftr~~ 'Y~.!1',?£ ypu~ g~eat ~if~o,n •. to ~e:,t, m~ 
know, \~hether 1"ogglO or I at! th~ more prudent Fart; h~ 
in difpoftng' of Lity, to :purch:ife:a farm'Hc!ar mt>finCt;.'~~ t, 
who fellJin Et:alc tQ b~y thAt.limhqr,,: :iQ .hi,iIr h~riting. 
Your sqo.d~;msl.JW>dej~r ~pco»ql~e(~c,~o,,.~J1O~ ~~$,~,! 
miliar queftio~." C?aJ!ois tratt,;,s Bibli,f)t6~~uts., p. lst, ISS' 
This Alphonlowas II 1O'Vef cif LetterS', :llr~' gave) Pog'gto-;i 
large fum of mo.ey for a trauilatioJi of :Xeno,hon"j~ro-. 
padia. 

count 
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.(.NLt~ P b~uJc Tl () ~./, ~~xv 
~ 0 1 ·F L,j" ~ '..,11f :, ,'~., t.:-J" '.'" 

1111,unt 111~f.aR me llveots which b,an'KYlctl , ~e~ 
~~ lL~fJ.!IJ."1lJ ',J' c •• ~' .... Jr.r;-r.rt '., 
rore tnat period, ~But arterwards" ,hl1l1ing 
~itrefiifl:rPitsbfec1 theit'111fItingit, to r~e,~h what 
~th.od~pfl'lo~d:er' t~~yh3d'proce~ed;,: that f~ 
~bbt! r.ellll~ml14'3d. -o±cw~ by imitlltil1g 

ftemyi'iburid,tITeyhad been very accurate in-
'ithffiit'l"ebtibti tHe l1rarS' 

:f1.,~r~ntl:fld;·had been erig~ged in)' ~ith 'fQre'ign 
,fl1UM:l1t ~ ±chaR: tbey tl1uet-titber 
.lbtal\~{Uen.trconterliing their'civildiffenfIons 
*1Rl~b11JWeitic ral1iimdfitits; l1rid'; 'Cll~te. 
~~~h¥l~( the&~ or had.t~u~hed upori;them: 
±cllf'~ antI fUpl1±c11Clal JD!Htll¢£" tbat' 
ihc£lRr.a~ WQS' neither'Hl the', Ie-aft profited 
rio~ ~b~'d~bitd:l)yrih" fu·pp6(e~!th.~y 
:~~a:'flth~(becaufe ~bey titought tho~J o,ceu".' 
J~i cfatber· tcifiing' and ,jfp.fi~ifirfn~).) t.han. 
3!inm~j#j# ()f i 1111 lng· "F.~rd.j,lfi, • '1 c)'¥ 
iffi~nlii tht'def~e-;dan t; 6ffuch a,s1h'eflh~uld 
f~~~lj~~ilj'" . :m~nt~q~jw.i'th 
di9tOft~ ~r.Bot:h~wJiich 'reafOD67~fdllD~yl bel 
nfkJt.vtfi':tlSIttitll.fd,vdrhollt offencei! l;el 

·:I~~g{r:K¥5u~~ofthYr,. 6~'fo, ~reatm6i'!.': "F~r; 
11t,~1*fi~~r ettncr .,JJ31T:ql~b 
~~~'Ui ,~: ~Il.~i~ rcflllts:from'a c~ear. 
;Wd~r{ilniimlfl1t'ii:ilf dltTaliTIon any 

t~:a.~l;ij:g;g'~:rbe of {e'r~ite;to fucb as 'govern 
hq,~~fi~fit'muA dlftJchzdlywrnch 111~s 
0fJC10~Htl{Caufe8fbf, d~fcord andci'ivifions in 

~~l~·:t~t:~k~~~~:~~~ :~:!n t:t;e%ir~ea;e:~: 
1111A,'11'g11I1~iiti.ty ae; fiosDP.3 1 ifrnamhl.ta d".twn 
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1 U (J' R)·1t'lilitl I 

foQbl .. fmQig"'l~QfllflUhU~~ i.aro~tJjPI~ 
bMllk~i~l}1iIS( ti,'lalll,.d~.dG=l.th~llkllkllfr: 
lhtd'lalilitl4~{fAll (t~it':fll}AlfJfJt¥.ltt .nol,g;~.UIAlilit,ar; 
1l\cre. ~~IJII)iljI1¥lke ca:Jtlec1pe.r Uittpre~d..: 

;~~~1k·~;::,'!~~:f~:~:~~;if.~;~in~dw~ 
~iJi~~dij~q,~jl~, .M~:dhl~ilQuohi 
,;fpS.A",ar, i~i1 l~old'f.ll1klw ~.Wu:;lli1thill :fO.flk 
~~0:ytYc,JhiM:.qf. 4J1J" ,qI)J~l~lJi~b • .d 
~fPliW~OOl"lWft~qfq~mM~~d~I};g~~ 
}\9,1 ti4~9njfPPlk¥.R1ilJ}~lk€?1i~'J}j 4~~IAitifJfl 
1jh~~f!hrt.(;+&', ~~s b~Jl LiWj~ tp,mAQl".~' lfl 
~~AAlv~fY1 Ofl~kfl~~~ ,th<;f~I~~ t9ilt' 
fFlti bqliW,~1 it}O.~~l}I~~j~lJS. 
tJle.:e~~Wfl?J~qfth~ir ~ill~"wbi,:;h .. t9IHi1l~ 
tin, ~. ~ullelj ~i{farlwtjol1of thalll\cRubl,iar. 
,Tll.lilitjll1WR,bartlPe~d WI aU 
~,p~~~9fl'·lN,e~~ w~,$atjl~uJ:i~, ill"h~ 
Wl,,: .~[i&1k ¥19~O'laoe,:,pf[·'lr#.piirjjKdi~ 
Jmitjp;~dO;~pNR9iJa ~ Jbf[ooo}l!f[fW~il'~ 
;~-9R~Y;Yi ;3J!4: ,~fic; .~j~~Q§Jj . ~n~{thctIPAt) b<;-. 
. ,t~iOfj Mtj lfiJi~€?, ~ lio~~ f Jl14dari -. 
"~~' In. :€?'lafiich, one .&Ptlo~ hi;lP JW.foOaqt. , "-Jr. .... l.J..... j,~" _,~ ~ -,""f .~., "'. 

,..go,~ ,th c;. '~HP~ r ~ ~n~, '. QP' ~ ri 1-, piv,i~~ j~ ~in to 
~ ~D'r (,~n~; c.q1kf€?~f~ff[ Pi ,~v"jlm:;s 
. ~fn ft,I~h.,J ~J~riF~ ,m: W~AA~~9A'" ~~~GII~ioJ\S, 
bapjam~f1l1t~~.,~mt9~wrG:q~,qfJilmili~J,.asjs 
nop~\b~,JlfPflJte~f{l Ril ~ h4{lQijf ,'laJr., 
pJp.thjlt cpa.~ I q~tj;~nA~d 1m-our .tim~'~" ~ ,rAnd, 

·41: ;m.)'. ~ p.p;nipp,:o I1Q1!hid~m':mft~t~' the 
" Af,fHHq" n~,r)~irp fo, jfl~lf:JJd!\s efffffs 
.' ,?f,~h.9fe .biv~~9n~, ~hi,clH" er~Ji.lt-ij~j1~t10:h~ye 

, ' 1u bv€?rt€?d 
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IN$~"1>U€TI!Q:N' .x.a 
r.ffiIIItllttd.omt .;UtMrfin'thewoJW~ ,rBg't 

"'i~t .. bcN.t-Jl;>"~ '.tfjl<hav t et:ed 
fd:dflWpall, it1d:tQo~l,iftb .<>n~ ,f{".om. 
dIait'lq!tM- fcaqb::J.'S,~IVtittfUd ri 
.-aU ~~cJQt&tU~:g()IgfJr!eIJ4"sW.fltbe 
~,~ltkati tiIMiWhC.:.efNptd' d1o* .• "I~ 
cioIlQtilbitd»Mo"~liIl1~,fd\ek'/~tilgt 
1l'IId~nftarity 'b'the?ftdtAtlo~d' t~fe1W" 
UM ttitit'WiJl'~I'Y' tWa" ihe7Jtilltgn'itY' of'PaeL 
,*~hC! f(J~ptt!f5' : then\;'thbU~/nCJiaa 
~ ~~tJyhal~1f&1th~ :oo~j ~ttdidiiHi{h~a 
LtLeofYtltlib@P bf."tihe '~r., ! 1t;idlijfiB~&,' if 
1idt ~ ~:d . (;~trttrlet1tJ haEi" fdthilia~ty 
___ ~ .. ft"Uhell! jin }i'lJbrenee, ·13~ ~WM ,·have 
~uthe:CM_'lYStAt,"ij lUli~<J; t~lfeiii'aftei
~~, ~aken:0tf(tlie : yijke dft~ 'P1~pt.~eJ 

~'lii:l.wr.k~w ofimyCdfnmon;.wealRWthdent 
_JiMd~tb4lt:~~aru !have beet'l~~eaflli:
fCt_i"'-h,: ek1ie,lin,'MUitar; f>~' of111e 
·,~'u~f/~dt·J' 'Forit is wen ~ kHbiJtv ' iliat 
=tAojWli~GWbeJihe~ were.badifFrelfth~eity'i~ -
,fttCW'AtiWllitrf' tll~tJ'a1t ~li(cany'aJnd LOhlbarfry 

:fJiN~ IwiHt ttl\tm. )the ,Gu~~H~I' aHd th'6fe 
fhtt~lljbMiitJ :pdlfembn--of 'tt/~ere>~&1'e'to 

,,ajlt'i!ift ~y lof') ~dte:~ 'th()tiBhd' ; ',foot'~ and 
'4WtI~eMihdredhtg","irrrhe(Hlorfe 0\1.( :6f their 

•• . I \ . , . 

G~ CHi~~slfbtltfl.e erpeditibn ag!tinIl' Arez-
~ '~IM1 wBs'irl tb~ j~arbef6tt-· thebatde of 
0itnpal~ihti. 1 ;jC,ArldJafterwardS:,. , In J'the war. 

:;"j t~~PffiJlj)[V1fcd,titiI Duke of 'Mila!1,,' 'w hen 
: tlt4y; ~tc 4'>btiged; to, trull: to dill t' of' money 
', .. ao~f,i~dHtrr:; fbt'ces '(as theiCotvn were 
: )11') '/d Ii i thc:n 

, 
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.~tii .JtCfIlltr:'.A ttJ<tCfi4lR~ I 
~ "~J'''wlh Ifcdp.acd)JJdie ItlormlincJ 
~pCf).dDd~ ·.brcCtHmiIli~ 1 ambliva lftat!dr.dd 
Mp"ftmdl~rFJQf;"!ll·.tibllingf i lhe:.toMfc.oiU 
\'6hiel1 JBa.sdJfiMOi\'ctaI!Slt~d)itJ WRSrAOv€ra04at 

98,h:Qt>'bWl, di1Iati~D¢cir w~dl'tdac; !pct~aln~dd-t 
~s·~iaa.ngl;a fullthtr difpb.jtll~ J1hric 
jr4nstl~il dildy; im:arcltalrDUt 'With'-'1D l1uf.imy 

, ~Q61'M:jlJutgcptoLtiaca'vll ..... j 'J! ~ ·~rrt rJ,::'}d 

-[JIJJlalll(rftCl {JDIO~relfoaj ;JthCJltfor~ I, '\l'h)!'Jho 

cg"~Sr taDdi ~'progdefs, 06 ,tho .civill DnTcmftoJis 
)V),i~ hipPenedlin thiaJ.tepubJib; ~duh:brlQt 
b.e.ahod!1at wotthy.ofa 'minutc, and; pirtictilaG 
{~lMiQo.'t'J Aod iEi thoCc ,noWc Authors,~. 
d,~eFre,d.lhQ.m.it billy by the fear o£lhllttiltg 
1h" lmQm~~ofrJomc whom ·1hey,ilio.uldsilc... 
ceffilrily. &xi llPliged ,to {peak of, thc;r:widcly , ' 
Olifi(}Qk ~ matter, and iliew tDe¥,w.ere not 
{UiiciMt!yr~ aware, of that latent tsmbiticm
~wh[jt)cnttul'ally implanted in all mea.laodr 
tMin·Adi_e of.baving their! own n~hbo.,and 
dm&t!06 .th«i(' Ancefiors tl1l~fmitted ~tt)_ E~. 
~y.\ Ncr did!they.rccollect that maoy. ~W:i 
~cver ' ht\d" any,. ,opportllMty of. fi~al~inw 
themfc:}v.es by.vir,luous and laudable-a,cbi¢ve..
mont." hav.c eodeavoured: to perpetuate their 
mem~y by the: mofi JiagitiousJ and datefrabkl 
means. t. ; . Nqithtr. ,.did ,-they. confider that 
•• A; com ·ftr~ 1hn;ped' by the Fldrentines.· 'liat of J~al 
]CJ1lU) Gl-:iicily~ B: \YOrtb ,bouu.lJ,; 6d.: Stdrii,g ~ °i thatl ~ of 
:France IS. 6d. of Germany 38. +~. of Spain 45. 4d. of Hoi
land aOO Pol;!nd 2$. of Savoy 3d. half-penny; of Go)dJ 5s•· 
'llle Ian ,is moll plObably m~nt. hC!rt.: 1 . , ; • 

t As Eronratus,who burnt die lFempie Cf Diana.at. E~. 
{us, 'wbich was reckoned the moO: ma&nifice~t ~ruaure in 

. tnn~~ 
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I J:!T5J(1t!~'f"lJ ~ TJIl~'N. ::%~I 
tMtifUtiold wticb· C3r.yllll .kvlllllf·~hlllSt49 
tttaogrwitb '''crn~ fOCR'lts ~ofe~df StI~ftH' 
mo.mt.cns~ I ~il\lIna«t m~JholWlft! tba\i 
i~diel:1\tl(JJ'; lW~itLt.d6~ 
tbb,,~Jwi~rW ,j""'wltu, li~ MGflthe, 
U1Jltep~~~ tIrhefc coqtidullidm c lfWtJ'l' 
~aiJIfd apoliJ[De~ltar~my.tirtbMaay'~d'. 
begin my Hiftory frolK1tbc~ Yery:.:td~_1i 
oiio1(rlClity .. , 'ADd Lince it is.Gotmy indm
tiontt,,;t..ai(cribe whut has b~eD al.l'lttldy'pub .. 
lnhddt;bllothers, I thall rela·t~ -.(,~hi' things 
ool]'Jsa..pPened within the City b~he }-eat 
J.J3'.'~ . taking DO further noticc' of .foreign 
l!8iJ6a6liOns than what will be abfoluteJy ·ne .. 
ee6abJqomr a bettel' underfianding ;of ·what 
o,ttbrr.ed at home z after which perWid~ ,I--t!iall 
give.a.diftilla account both of o. and:tlfc 
.be~,LlADd. that the Reader. m1!Y:hU'.e' a 
¢1earer'llJld. inorC1<3t4&fi ve profJDea.i beth Iway,s 
ia1tbiIIHiftOl'f. before I come to ut1atJOfiith., 
aIliISlof.!F}Qnmrcb, I willlhewlby~'tl~ltmU. 
lnUy beOAmCJ fobjdl: to tho{e P.rlnbel-\~O g~'" 
~tm:ul.it~ithit time't-. all whr~hr,wUlrlbt')jn .. 
~d ) til ) fth4, . fOUf, hid} :boak~.d G 'l1ha (c1hfft 
lhall: olmtahr R! brietirecital'o6 merlprinci ... 
~t ittdnts :,hat- lmpPcoed in' 1N1r.fJl{>m(tbe 
dedleauon:of the. ·Roman Emprre to1hei~t' 
1+34 .. , .. 1i-he ~.~Q~.la getler~La~~l~Q~Qf/.af
faiIT.:.frQUI .. foundation of Floreooeltothe' 

I l'ili 1'::' f,L t-. !J·'l" •. I' '> I ., ".: 0 .;j ,1ji,',1 

rbtt-WU.'tuA 19r~-uthOJ;. ohCl:fyesf' that, .~.~.tiJe'l~y~)q£ 
ricbe.Mid pleafure is not'~predQminant amdhgft: dlan.i~. 
j~t.l,! ... thC dtidhf&mt." " .. " ,iJol i. t 

:u :!llJtJu'f: n;Yj'.l .,.11 4'.'; rf';II~"r, 

·'Ihl(l!. . J 
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war -that was 'commcac:ecl .pnl • p .... 
after thc£xpuIfionof·tlte Dde df A .... 
The'~ will coDClu4e trith ·the o.b of 

. -Ladia,aaa KiDg of Naples: ad ill tho foorth 
wca.ll arrive at the year 143 .... Afterw.b.ich 
we ~llgiye a. particalar narrative of all pro
ceedinp, both within and without the City • 
. ,m. we come down to OQr own- time •• 

THE 
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A R GUM E N T. 

ne R.#,.." ErllPire rubml IJ inllntlalions of BurDa
rias. 'l'be Wtjlern Goths Ibe fitft, i1l1Jaders of il. 
Rnu laie. a"d Jackea !Jy them under Ibe command' of 
.AlMic. 'The HlIns in'lJaae. Italy, ,alce Aq(lileia under 
Ibe lnJllB rf Allila, and advance 10 Rome; oul t:e- . 
lire tit tbe rtlJllt}/·of tbe Pope. fbe firjl reJiJenct uf 
"be R.D1I#l" emperorl al RaiUtrJna. Odoacer cauJes 
-f"! to I" flyltd Kin: fJf Rome, and is the fir/to! 
tbt Barbarialll tbat Ihlughl Df foing in'ilafJ. 'Ihl 
E..pirt ;s la"/01Itd Dul inlo fiveral Ji'lJifions. CJ:bto. 
tilTit· ;1I'Oa4eS Italy, !tills Otioaler, (a/Is himftlf King of 
Rae, a1l4 hDlJs his rtfititnce at Rtl'Venna.' His great 
tl8uIIS a1lll tle.,h. Deli/arills appoinud Gt1Itral for 
lbe F.ptrw 1_/liman. He is recalled and fuccttded 
'" N.,.ft1, or Narftlel, an Euntlch. LDnginus chfJIIgtl 
the lorm of glJWt1lmtnt i" 1taly. fhe Lom/Jards in· 
~;t .. ..atr Ibeir King AllJoin, who;s Ilfterwards 
ilJJtijJhldrtd by Almacbi/J,' at Ibe injligal;Dno! his own 
wife. 'Ihe Bijhops Df Rome /legi" 10 e:tltnd tbeir (JU

IhtwilY. 'IDe Eafttr1l Empirt ruined ", Ihe lime of 
'be Emperor HerallillS. • Charltmllgne e:templs Ihe 
Pt1pl jrDm all bitman Jur!fdillion, and is ,boftn Em
peror 'of the Wtjl. 'f'he originfll of Cardinals. .Of • 
ptn'lO b.i"l tteRtli PDpt;s afhameli of his nalfle, anti 
~haglS it I flJji,b lIIjI(J1II ;, followed bJ !uClmJinl 

Vo~.l. B . Popes. 
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t THE H ~I S TOR Y Book I. 
Popes. Cf'be Driginal of Pifo. Cf'he jlate of ltar, i" 
Ibl year ~I. ' PDle GrtgW] v. ;s Jri:ven (JIll of 
RfJ'me,' bur teturni fbilber . • He dePrives ibe l?om~1U 

, of tbe power of cbujing tbeir Emperors, and confers 
il upon Six Princes of GtrPhany, wbo are afterwards 
called Electors. Nicholas II. deprives Ibe RDI'IIIIIIS oL 
'fbeir rigbt of llPF0'f}i"g' the Pipes qbm elelJi~, am( 
reduces'the elelliOn to the fuJlrages of Cardinals ,n/yo 
.An Antipope ;s fet up, 'Whicb caufis a fcbifm inlbe 

'Cbttrch. A fJllarrtl betWixt tbe Emperor Hen,y IV~ 
and tbe Pope gives rife ./0 tbe Guelpb and Gbibeline 
FaSionso Cf'be fJf;gitta/ of tbe Kingi!.m of Sicily. Cf'be 
firft Crufolde dgainft'the Saracens promoted by Ur
ban 11. Why fo,cal/td.Anolber. A'!fip~e. 'Ibe pe
nance enjoined Hen" I f. King of England, *PO" Ibl 

. "mplaiJlts ma..de about tbe, murt!er of, 'l'hotlfas Btclcel;' 
':'Arcbbifhof o/Ca1lltr/Ju,ry. crht, wikrJ. ,/ St. J),";fJic 
.' 'and St. Francis injlituttd, in tbe yeq, 1'218. Cfbe- title 
" of King ~f JeruJalem Iransjt:rred 10 the ((ings of 1{a-

pies. ,'fhe Hot!fe of EjI, oeCOm4 Lords sf Ferrilra. 
Cf'be GT<elphsfide witb ,Ibe Churcb, tbtGhi/JeJiMs with 
tbe Emperor. ' '1,he.firjlir18,!lion mflde oj' P'PI'S- Ne
phews. Celejlil1e V. refigns .fbe PO"Jijcale to ,B.i
face YlU; 9'he 'Jubilee injlit~ltd by Bonif4tt,>,anJ.al 
firft irppo;nJed I'fI be celeurf!ted e'Ve,ry bunJre~year. 

- Clement VI. remo'VeJ. wiJb his Court, inlo FraIK"jnlbe 
~ jear 1036. Cfbe Vifc01Ui, a great famiJy ;7t Mi~n, 

become Princes of that city. by ,tbl eJiPu!/ifJIf. tf tbe 
, !,orri. ' Cf'bepft Dulce ef M.~lall. Cf'he ,DtI".", I_lis 

to the Sfor%lls~ '.fbe origi~a.l D/ the P,"e#Q1IS.· e,l1l
dia ceded tf) Ibem -.by tb~· Fre"ch. N;,oW dt 'Lo

, reni,o,' under the ti!/e of Tribune,:. "'fleu bitll/llf ..the 
, , thief ·MtJiifJrate of Rom;., Cfbe- JuIJiiu rtdtlua·, to 
. fiflJ.Jears.' Avignon givei! to. the Pope ,1Iy ,tbe ~tlten 
. Df Nap/u. CiregGry Xl. returllSwitbbis.. Cqurl. to ' 
Rome, after;1 had rejidedje7Je1'ltyoolle,eors in,Fro_ct. 
Clemt1it VII. dl1~ipope. Great gUl1S firft ufed i"·lhe 
war betwixt the Genoeje and the Yenelians. ' 'l"hrtt 
Plipes ~t ol1e_titue. CJ'be _~en of Naplts. tillis, ;~!he 
K:Jlg ~f 4"~flg~1! w her, lI.QiJJallce. IldfP1S .. ~, 11M 
, " ,. ,'.... . .: ,:. 'malus ,- -
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BoOkt. 0 P' 'p L 0 'R E N .C'E. 3 
",ales BractilJ tIe Montone ber General. tfDt 1IIIIt 01 . 
Ittd;fJllhat lime. A (baraOer of the feveral Prinul. 
a1ll1 ,bit! Commanders. 

T HE p.eople who inhabi~ the Nortbern parts 
that be beyond the Rhme and the Danube, 

":Iiving in a healthful aDd proli(ic climat~~ 
oftm increafe to fuch a degree, that v~ft numbers of 
them ate forced' to leave their mitive country, an~ 
go in f(arch of Dew habitations. F,or whep anyone 
of thofe: provinces begins [0 grow too populous, and 
wants to difburthen' itfelf, the following method is 
obfer-vetl: In the firlt placet it is divided into three 
parts, in each ~f which there isl ilO equal. propor
tion of the Nobility and Commonalty, the rich and 
the poor. After this" they calt lots, and tbat divi .. 
lion, which,tbe lot falls llpon quits the country, and 
goC'S to reek its fortune, "leaving the other two more 
room and liberty,to enjoy their poIrc::ffions at home. 
Thefe demigr.ation~ proved the, deftruflion of the 
Jloman cmpir:e.: to which the emperors themfdvcs 
a\fa did not a little contribute. For when they aban
doned Rome. the ancient feat of their government, 
and went to refide at Conltantinople. the weltern 
p~rtS of the Empire became weak and defencelefs. 
bQQg f"" removed from their infpection, and con
tequendy more liable to be plundered both by their 
own (ubflitutcl an9 the incurfions of foreign enemielt. -
And indeed, if rhe inao)ence and pufillanimity of 
the Pri~ces, the perfidy of their Minifters, the fury, 
~,h, and obftinacy of the Invaders, had been 
in aD)' degree lefs than they were, an Empire fa 
po.erfu~ and founded in the blood of fo many 
bra¥e men, could not well. have been fubvc;rred: 
liDc~ it was not tm after .many of thefe inundations 
,hat its ruin was finally accom'plifhed. 

The firft of there Northern nations that invaded 
&hc,empire, afrc, the * Cimbri (who were fubdued 

• Thefe ~1e, acGOrdiDg to Clllver. at Jirlt came from the ft'o 
~ of the Nonb, aDd then polfeffed the \vholc of that largo 
: . B ~ " by 
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" ~HE HISTQRY ~kI. 
by Marias a. Roman Citizen) were the Vifigoths, 
that is, the Weftern Goths, to whom the Emperors, 
after feveral battles \ fought upon the confines of the 
empire, at laQ: affigned the country that extends 'it
{elf along. the banks·of the Danube for their habi
tation; of which they maintained the poifeffion for 
a great number of years. And though theyafter
wards often invaded the Roman Provinces at difFe ..... 
ent times and upon variousoccafions, they were as 
often repelled by the power of the er:n~rors. Thea
dofius, to his great honour, was the laO: that de
feated and entirely reduced them to obedience: af
ter whicht' they did' not chufe any other King of 
their own to reign over them, as th~y ufed to do be
fore, but voluntarily fubmitted to his government. 
received his pay, and fought under his banners. 
}Jut when that Prince died, and his' two fons Area
diu~ and ,Honori.us were left heirs to the crown, tho' 
llot to the valour and good fortune of their father, 

peninfula which exttrids itfelf into the German ocean, formerly 
.:alled Cimbria Cherfoneful, and now Jutbftd~ And this opinion 
j. cOllfirmed by the teftlmoniel of Velleius Paterculu., Eutropi ••• 
and Orolills. They I"ft this angle about the year 639 of Rome. or 
5940 of the world, either becaufe the fea had en~roached upora. it. 
or that it was not any longer capable of fuftaining fo vaft a multi
tude of inhabitants, who, as lillue fay, amounted at that time to 
above 500,000, betides women and children ~ and joining witll the 
outcaft of feveral other I¥1tions, the1. over-ran all Germany, l!tria, 
Sclavonia, the country of die Grifonl, and S.witl!lerland: from 
Whence they fell into Dauphin~. Languedoc, anel Pr~vence, and 
Jaft of all into Italy. The Roman. being altonilhed at fuelt fwathll 
of Barbarians, fent out their armies againll them, which were of tea 
defeated: but at laR: Marius beat them near Aries in the plain. of 
Camargue, aJ)d afterward. gave them a total ove~lrow betwill.t Aix 
and St. Maximin. The monuments of which viB:ory are yet to be 
feen upon the fame road, where the Roman. ereCted pyramids in 
memory of this decilive battle, fought in the year of Rome 65" 
Glnd I!J:& years befol"e tbe Chriftian zra. Some authors fay the • 
Cimbriana 6rft invented drums: but that, iF j.t is worth theil' while. 
lS left to the difquititions of the curious. Strabo fay., they ftretcb
~ the !kina of animals over their oJlCn chariots in time of war, and 
beat them with fiicka at the beginning of the fight. They were a 
very fierCle and warlike people, large of ftat1p'e, and ufed to re
joice, fays Valerius Maximus, over any of their relations or friend. 
that fell in battle, and to make great lameneation over thofe that 
died of fickner •• looking III,on the one as a glorious and !lappl' 
death, the other as infamoul ~nd dilhonourable. 

the 
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Book I. 0 F FLO R ENe E~, 5 
the ti~ like the Emperors, began to alter for the 
.orfe. 

Theodofius had appointed three Governors to pre
fide over the three parts of the empire, Ruffinus 
over the Eaft, Stilico over the Weft, and Gildo over 
the Soq,th; but, after his, death, they all refolved 
to drop the title of governors, and a{fume the (nve
reign dominion over thofe' provinc~s themfelves. 
Gildo and RuBinus were foon fuppreff'ed: but Sti
lico corocealing his ambition with more artifice, en
deavoured to inlinuate himfelf into the favour and' 
confidence of the new Emperors, with a delign, 
however, to perplex and embarrafs their afli.jrs, that 
fo he might afterwards the more eafily fucceed in 
his attempts. To ftir up the Vifigoths againft them, 
be advifed the Emperors to retrench their former 
pay ; and left that nation alone lhould not be able. 
to raife a rebellion in the empire, he likewire in
cited the Burgundians, Franks, Vandals, and Alans, 
(Northern people like'the others, and already in mo
tion to feek new habitations) to invade the Roman 
provinces. , 

The Viligoths, therefore, feeing their ufual fub. 
fidies reduced, determined to redrefs themfelves. 
For which purpofe, they made Alaric their King, 
under whofe conduct: they invaded the empire, and 
after many enterprize" not only took and facked 
Rome itfelf, but over-ra~ all the reft of Italy. Not 
long after thefe victorious atchievements Alaric died, 
and was fuc.e~ded by Ataulph, who nlarrying Pla
cidia, fifter to the Emperors~ promifed them, in con
fequence of that alliance, to march with an army to' 
the relief of Gaul and Spain, which provinces were' 
then much harraff'ed by the incurfions of the Van
dab,· Burgundians, Alans, and Franks. The Van
dals who had feized upon that part of Spain called 
Betica; being now hard prefi'ed and reduced to ex
trrmities by the Viligoths, were called over by Bo-' 
niface, (who at that time governed Africa in the 
aamc of the J::mperors) to come, and fettle there:~ 

, IS fo~ 
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for as he' was then in open rebellion '.him;~l(; ,he:~; 
afraid of bei{lg called to account and punifued CaE' .. 
it by thofe Princes. T~e V IWd41~, tbertf$)re, wil
lingly embar~d in. thi, eJl.Ccrprik. for. the roafCJAS< 
abovementioned, and under t~e b~gocr$ of G~fe ... ic . 
their ;King made a dC)fcent upon the coaO: of Afria.a. 

In the mean time The9,ciQfius, the fOR of ,Arc;a-. 
dius. fu'cceeded to the empire; but as. be gave him
felf little trouble" about the affatrs of the WeLt, {.hefe'. 
new intruders began to think of :eftablifuing them-: 
felves in their acquifitions. Accordingly, tbeVan-o-, 
daIs foon made themfelve~ mal.lers .of Africa., the· 
.Alans and Vifigoth~ of Spain, and the Franks and. 
Burgundians not only over-ran Gaul, but gt.ve 
names to the places of w,hich they had re.r~aiyely 
polfdfed themfclves, callIng one part of It France, 
and the other Burgundy. The ruecefs of thefe ad
venturers inviting others to .nvade the. empi'l'c, the· 
Huns feizt;d upon' Pannonia. 'a .province on this fide 
the Danube, and .gave it the nllme of Hungary. 
which it ~c:tains to this day. And what ftill in ... · 
creafed ·thefe misfortunes, was, that the Emperor 
feeing himfelf attacked in fo many dIfferent places, 
began to tfeat, firO: with the Varndals, .nd then with· 
the Franks, in order to leffen the number of his 

. enemies, which very much diminifhed his own 
powe~ and authority, and at the fjime time added 
confiderable ftrength and reputation to tbe Barba
rians. Nor was the ifiand of Britain, now called 
England, exempt from its {bare in thefe troubles,. 
For the Britons beginning to grow ~pprehenfive of 
the people ,hat haq conquered. Gaul, and feeing 
the Emperor not able to protect them, called in the; 
Angli, a German nation, to their .IDftllOCC:. The 
AngH, ~cordingly,. under Vo~tiger the~ King. 
undertook to defend them,. and for fome' time be· 
paved like faithful allies, but afterwards drove them. 
out of the iOand,. and taking poffdfion of it diem-: 
felves gave it the naP')e of England. Being th~ ex. 
pelled t4cir C;0\1nU-1, and become ~fperate by ne. 

, ceruty, .. ' . 
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ccftify, the Britons refolved to invade fome other, 
though they had not been able to maintain their own: 
and with this refolution having.paffed the fea, they 
polI'efred themfelves of that part which lies upon the 
roaR: of France, and called it Bretagne, or Britany. 
The Hun. who, as we raid brfore, had feized cpon 
Pannonia, joining with divers _ other people, as the 
Zepidi, Eruli, Turingi, and Oftrogoths, or Eatlern 
Goths; put themfelves in motion once more, and went 
in queft Qf frelh quarters. But not being able to 
force their way into France, which was then bravely 
defended. by the' Barbarians, they penetrated into 
Italy under the conduct of their King Attila, who 
not long before had murdered his brother Bled. i 
by which he rid himfelf of aH partnerfuip in the 
government, and became fa powerful that he re
duced Andaric King: of the· Zepidi~ and Velamir 
KiDg of the ,Oftrogoths, into a fort of fubjection tc) 
bim. And having thus got footing in Italy he in
.efted • Aquileia;. before which place he cQntinued 
two years without moleftation, and during the liege 
Dot only laid .waite the whole country round about 
it, but totally difperfed the inhabitants, which, as 
we Shall rdate in its proper place, 'firit gave rife to 
the city of Venice. After he had taken and demo
lifhcd Aquileia and many other cities, he advanced 
towards Rome, which he fpared however out of re
verence to the t Pope, whom he held in fo great 
veneration. that at his interceffion only he withdrew 
out of Italy into Auftria, where he died t. After 

• The capital of Friuli, formerly a city of great eminence, but 
DOW very much decayed. It is at prefent' fubjea to the Houfe of 
Auftria, tkough tbe Patriarcb is appointed by the Venetians. 

t Leo 1. colDmonly called St. Leo; he enjoyed the pontificate 
from the year 440 till 461. 

t He was called ,,,, Scoarg, oj'GDd, fince there was bardly any nation 
in Europe that did not feel tbe weigbt of his anns. The pca~ 
"lIicb be made witb Theodofius tbe younger was very difi,onourab)e 
to that emperor: for be obliged him to advance fix thoufand pound 
weight of gold in ready money, and promife to pay him a thouCand 
poaDd weigbt every year for the future. So that the eaftem empire. 
notwithftanding tbe fpcdou. name of penGo», whi,h Wll Jive. to 

B4 hie 
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l1is 'death, Vclar:nir King of the Oftrogo'ths, and 
{orne chiefs of the other nations took up arlDs againft 
Tenric and Euric the fons of Attita, one of whom 
they ~illcd, and drove the other with ail the Huns 
~ver the Danube again into their own country: up
on which the Oftrogoths and Zepidi eLtablifhed 
themfdves in Pannonia; and the Eruli and Turingi 
c:ontinued tlpon the banks of the Danube. " 
" After Attil~ h~d left Italy, Valcntinian then Em- . 
peror of the Weft, refolved to attempt the reftora~ 
tion of that empire to its former greatnefs and fplcn .. 
dor; and that he might be enabled to defend it 
with more e.lfe and convenience againft the irrup
~ions of the Baroarians, he chofe Ravenn~ inftead 
of Rome for the place of his refidenc.. Thefe ca
lamities which the WeLtern empire fuftained, hact 
often obliged the Emperor who rcJided at Conftan
'inopl<: to give th~ government" of it to other peo-

this e.aBion. In faa became tributary to tbe Hun.. Maimbourg>, 
Hilt. de I·Ar~anifme. Tom. iii. p+ The fame author fays, Hift.de St. 
Leon. I. iii. p. no that Attila having feen a piaure at Milan. which 
rcprefented an emperor 6ttin& upon biB throne witb Scythian. ill 
chains under bis feet, ordered It to be removed. and anotber to ~ 
put up in its room, wherein he himfelf was drawn, fitting upon a 
throne furroullded with emperors loaded with bags of mYel' and 
gold, which they came to empty at hi. feet in a very fubmimv~ 
inanner; intimating bY'this, that as he had obliged Tbeodofius fe
ven or eight years before to pay him tribuk, lte would force the 
Emperor Valentinian to do the fame, in order ~ fave hi. life and. , 
the miferable remains of the empire. It is fa\d be def\gne~ to bave 
cftablilhed hi, own language In the empire upon the ruin. of the 
~oman. Alcyonius in hi. Medice. Legatu. introduces Giovanni 
de'Medici fpeaking in the following manner ... There is pre'ferve4 
'in our Library a book written in GI"tek by an unknown author, 
~oncerning the wars of tbe Goths in Italy. I remember to 11avo 
.-cad in it. tbat King Attila, after hi, vi8:oriea, being refolved, to 
propagate the Gothic tongue. publilhed an edi8: 10 prohibit all pel'
fons from fpeaking Latin; and fent· for teachers out of his own 

, ~ountl'Y to iRllru8: ~bli I~alian.in the Gothic language." This fort 
of ambition feems to have been common to mott conquerors. Tbe 
Greeks, Romans. Tur,"s, Moors. Normans, and many other na. 
tions atlcmpt~d \t, ~Dd fome Q[ lhcm with fuccef.. T~le French in 
tbefe times are extending their b"guage at a great rate, and en
deavouring hy ~11 .~anller of artifices tu make it become general 
~11rou~hout Europe at leaa:. This frince was either fulFocatea by an 
r:urpon of blood from bi, noft, as fo. me fay; or murdered by b~ 
t'i~~~, a~~ofdin&. ~o o.~h~., o~ hi, we4ding ~ight. .. . 
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pIe, as a charge attended with ".too great trouble and 
txpence. Indeed the Romans themfelves, whell 
they faw they were thus flighted and abandoned. 
often created Emperors to defend them, without 
his permiffion to do fo: and rometimes private per
fons, availing themfe1ves bf their own intereft or 
authority, ufurped the Imperial dignity: as it hap
pened after the death of Valentinian, when Maxi
mus, a citizen of Rome, feized upon it, and forced 
his widow Eudoxa fO marry him; who being of 
royal extraaion and difdaining the embraces of. 
private citizen, in revenge for fo violent an outrage, 
fecredy encouraged G~nfl"ric, King of the Vandals. 
and at that time -mafier of Africa, to invade Italy. 
by reprefenting how eafy and glorious the conqueft 
ot it would be to him *. That Prince accordingly~ 
bring animated by the hope of fo great an acqui6-
tion, made a fudden delcent upon Italy, and find
ing Rome deferted, he facked it, and continued 
there fourteen days. He likewife took and plun
dered many other towns, and having glutted both 
himfelf and his army with fpoil, roturned into A. 

• Petronia. MaximuI, Grandlbn to Flavius MaJ..Du. Clemente 
1'at at firtt a Roman {enator. He bad a very beautiful wife, witll 
.hom Valentinian III. fell in love, and endeavoured, thour;h ill 
vain, to debauch ber. But that Emperor baving won all the mo
lIey tbat Ma~imuJ had. and hi. ring befides, one nigbt at pl.y,fest 
the ring as from Maximul himfelf, for hi. wife to come to the pa
lace, where be ravifued her. Maximul however dilfembled bi. 
koowledge of tbe faa, and concealed bis refentment till be had &1\ 
opportllDity of revenging hil\relf, which he.cijd not 101\{ after, by 
eauling the Emperor to be dirpatcbed in.-tfte Campus MartlQl: after 
.hich, he feizecl th empir-e, married the Emprefi Eudoxa by force, 
~ruted his own {Oil Caefar, and married him to Eudoxa lbe Empe .. 
ror·, daughter. But having told the Emprefs one night, that it was 
for the love of her that he bad killed the Emperor, the was {o in
'taI(ed at it, becau(e Che knew the contr.u·y, that file fent to in~t 
GenlCric King of the African Valldal$ to deliver her from th(: ty-' 
not who kept her al hi. wife by force. Gen{eric came, according 
toller invitltiO'l, and Maximus tied from Rome, but was purfuecl 
and toned to death by the people, or killed b, a (olJier al (orne fay, 
and afterward, pulled to piece. by the Empre(s and her {ervants and 
thrown into the Tiber. But the berfelf and her daugbten were 
~ed aw,,. "rifoAerl b1 dle ~nllue"of. ~p. de bell. Vancl». "1. J». ,~, 
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frica. . Upon. his departure, 'Maximus being no. 
qead, the Romans returned to the city and made 
choice of one Avitus, a Roman, for their Emperor. 
After this .and many other revolutions both within 
Italy and without it, and after the death of feveral 
J;:mpcrors, the. empire of Conftantinople fell into 
the bands of Zeno; and that of Rome, by intrigue 
arid underhand praCtices,. to Oreftes and his fon Au .. 
guftulus.. But. whilft they. were making prepara
tions to.maintain it by.force, they were invaded by 
tpe ,Eruli and Turingi, who, as we have relat~dt 
had repafi"ed the Danube after the d~ath pf Attila, 
and fcttle4 themfclves again in their former habita
tions on the other fide of that river. 'Thefe nations 
hav"ing confederated themfelves afrelli, under the 
command of Odoaeer, for thi$ expedition, left their 
own country to the Longobardi,. Or Lomb~ds, an
other northern nation, who took poffeffion of ' it un
der the conduCt. of Godoglio their King, .a.nd . were 
the 1aft that invaded Italy, as fhall be thewn here .. 
after. 

Odoaeer having ,entered Italy, not long after de
feated and killed Ordtes in a battle· near Pavia; 
but Auguftulus made his efcape. After this'vic
tory, Odoaeer changing the title both 'of the gover
nor and the governm'(nt, abolifhed the name of 
Emperor and Empire, caufed himlclf to be ftyled 
IGng ,f Rome, and was the firft chieftain ,of thofe 
nations which then over-ran the world, that refolved 
to fix in Italy: for all the reft before him, either 
out of an apprehenfion that they lliould not be able 
to maintain a territory that might fa eafily be fue
coured by the Emperor of the Eaft, Oi for fome 
other private reafon, had contented themfelves with 
ravaging and plundering it, and then always retired 
to feek fome olher country to live in, which they 
thought more tenable. . 

In this manner then, tbe.ancient Roman empire 
was cantoned out under the following princes and 
people. Zeno refiding at Conftantinople, governed 

. the 
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the whole tmpire of the Eaft: tbe Oftrogoths were 
po1kflCd of * M~ua and .Pannonia: the Viftgoth., 
Suevi and Alans of Spain and Gafcony: tbe Vaa
dais of Africa: Ute Franks and Burgundians of. 
Gaul: and the Eruli and TW'ingi «Italy. ,The 
Kiagdom of the- Oftrogoths was deyol~ opon Ve .. · 
1amlr's aephew Theodoric, who being in amity with. 
Zeno. the Eaftern Emperor, wrote to- him, "Thae 
his Oftrogoths being fupcrior in valour to all other' 
nations. thought it hard and unjuft to be inferior t~ 
them in extent of territory and command; and tbat 
it would be impoffile for him to confine them withia
the narrow limits of Pannonia: that as he was con
feqocrmJy under a ncccffity ,of complying with their 
defires, and of fuifering them IX> take up arms, in 
order [0 provide thernteJves with larger and more 
convenient territories, he thought fit to give him 
timely notice of it; that fo be might avert the dan
ger if be pleafed. by voluntarily affigning them fome 
country, where, by his favour, they might live 
with morc comfort and reputation." Zeno th;re
fore, partly out of fe-ar, and partly out of a deure 
of driving Odoacer OUt of Italy, gave Theodoric 
free leave to march againft him and .reft it out of 
his hands if he was able. This offer he accepted. 
and immtdiately quitting Pannonia, where he left 
his allies the Zepidi, he entered Italy, killed Odoa. 
cer and. his. fon, and after his example, not only 
called himfe1f King of RDme, but took up his refi· 
dence at Ravenn~ for the fame reafons that had be
fore prevailed upon Valentinian to do (0. 

Theodoric was a great and excellent Prince both 
in the arts of war and peace: in the former he al. 
way' came off vic9:orious, and -in the latter, was 
continually doing good to the cities and people that 
were fubjeCt to him. He diftributed his Oftrogoths 
through the feveral towns, and fet chiefs over them, 

>&0 lead them in time of war, and to adDlinifter juf. 

- rice 

Digitized by Google 



J'Z T a E HIS TOR Y, Book I. 

uce in 'the intervals of peace. He enlarged Ra
venna, repaired Rome, and rellored all its' honours 
and privileges, except its military. difciplintl. . He 
kept all the Barbarian Princes, whQ had cantoned 
out the Empire, in due bounds, without the noUe or 
tumult' of war, merely by his own wifdom and au
thority. He built feveral towns and fortreffes" be. 
twixt the extremity of the Adriatick and the Alps,. 
to obfrruCl: any future incurfion of Barbarians into 
Italy. If 10 many great virtues had nOt been ful~ 
lies by fome cruelties he was guilty of towards the 
latter end of his life (amongft.which "may be num
bered the putting Symmachus and Boetius to death, 
though virtuous and innocent men, out of a fufpi. 
cion that they were confpiring to depore him) his 

. memory' would have been every way unblemilhed" 
and worthy of being held in the higheft honour.· 
By his valour and goodnefs, not only Rome and 
Italy, bet all the other parts of the Weltern Em· 
pire, were freed from the continual devaftations to 
which they had been fubject for fo many years, by 
the repeated irruptiopa of Barbarians, and at the 
fame time reduced into good order. Certainly, if 
any times were ever to be caUed wretched in haly. 
and the other provinces that were thus over· run, 
they were thofe that intervened betwixt the reigns of 
Arcadius and Honorius, and that of Theodoric: 
for jf we confider the calamitous confequences that 
generally enfue upon a change of Prince or form of 
government either in a. kingdom or commonwealth, 
when effected. not by external force, but by civil. 
diffentions, (in which, experience has fufficiently 
fhewn us that the leaft alterations have prond fata.l 
to filch frates, though exceeding powerful) we may 
eafily conceive how much Italy and the reft of tbe· 
Roman provinces muft have fuffered in thofe days, 
when they were forced to change, not only their 
Princes and form of government, but their lawSw 
cuftoms, manner of living, religion, language, ha
bit, and even their very names. :To reflefi only 

upon 
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vpon anyone of thefe circumftances, is enough: to 
make the ftouteft man trCmbl~ mUch morC the fCe. 
ing and enduring tbem all. But if. they proved the- . 
deftruaion .of fome cities, they likewifC occanoned, 
the foundation and augmentation of many mpre., 
In the number of thofe that were deftroyed, wt 

lDay reckon Aquileia, Luni f Chiufi, Popolonia,. 
Fiefoli, and fome others: aQlongft thofe that . were: 
DCW built, were Venice, Siena; Ferrara, Aquila, and 
many more, both towns and cailles, whicll, for the' 
fake of brevity, I 1hall here qmit.' Thofe that from 
fmall beginnings' became great and refpeaable, were
Florence, Genoa, Pifa, Milan, Naples, and Bo... 
logo.: (0 all. which may be added, the ruin and in
ftauration of Rome, and feveral other ci.tiCl, whiclt 
were demoli1hed and afterwards rebuilt. Thefe de
vaftations and reiterated incurtions of new people 
prod ueed new languages, as appears from thofe nOw 
uiCd in France, Spain, and Italy, which, being com
pounded of that of their in vaden and the ancieo1: 
Roman. arc very ditferent from what they were be
fare. NOG only provinces, .. rivers, feas, and 
men,. likewife loft their names: France, Italy, . and 
Spain, being full of fuch as are altog~ther unlike 
the old ones. To omit many others, we thall only 
inftance tbe Po" Garda, and Archipelago, in the 
Grft cafe: and with regard to the proper names of 
JDCn, in(tcad of Czfar, Pompey, &c. thofe of Pc:. 
,ter, John, Matthew, &c. now took: place; But 
amongft .&1 thefe revolutions and . changes, that of 
·Religion was of the greateft confequence: for·the;: 
.cullom and prCff~rjption pleaded by Paga~ifm againil: 
the Miracles of Chrillianity, produced very, gttat 
tumults and diffenfions amongO: men, which' yet 
would'DOt have been fo fatal if the Chrifiian Church 
had continued united. But the Greek and Roman 
Churches, and that of Ravenna, being at variancC\ 
and the Hereticks and Catholicks fiercely oppc;fing 
each other, occafioned infinite confufion and mifery 
.in the world: as Africa in par~icular can teftify, 

, which 
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whiohfuffered l1)ucb mon: from the Spirit and EfFetlt
of Arianifm (a doCtrine efpoufcd by the VMldals) 
tbanfromtheir natural fergcity, or'any oppreffive 
difpofitiOD peculiar to that p~ople. WhilR: men' 
lived expofcd to fuch dreadful perfecutions, the ter
ror aDd dejcaionoCj)f their .hearts were legible in their 
c;auruenances.: for beGdes the numberlefs afflictions 
mey.otherwifc endured, ~any were deprived of all 
n:coutfe to the mercies of God, the furert: refuge in 
adverfity and diftrefs: for as c~y were uncertain to 
what Being .they oogbt to addrefa rbemfdycs for 
pro~aion, they miferably died wilhout any hope or 
c:oDlfort~o 0 • 

Theodoric therefore dtferved no' fbl.allreturn of 
thanks" as he was the firft that ·gave them any ref
pite from fo great.Evijs, and ,1eLlored Italy to fuch 
• ~C{lree of Grandeur, during the thirty-eight years 
wbicb. be reigned ther~, that hardly' any thing was 
to be fcen of its. ·former' defolation. ,But when he 
diecl, and the.gof'ernmcllt *volved· upon Athalric; 
the fon, of his diughccl1 Amalafontha,its evil der
iin, being not:yet Wtcd, it fooo rei apfed , into thet 

. fame miferable cohdition it had been' in before. For 
Athalric dying. not long anet' his grandfather, the 
kingdom rCYerted to his mother, ·who was:betnryed, 
and put. to dea,th by.Theodate, a. minUter whom flle 

. had 'employed to am~ her in tho' government of the 
ftate.. After whic~, he feized upon the kingd&m 
bimfeli, to thc infinite difguft of ·the Oftrogoths, 
a circumftance that encourag~d the Emperor J ufti
Dian to attempt the difpoaemllg J1im·of Italy. For 
which purpofe, he appointed Belifarlus his comman .. 
der in chief for that Expedition, who had already 
driven the Vandals out of Africa, and ·reduced it to 
its forn1rr obeditnce to . the Empire. That general 
accordingly, in the fir{t pbce made himfelf mafter 
of Sicily j from whence he tranfported his army in-
10 Italy, and there reCC?vered, Naples and Rome. 
Upon which, the Goths feeing the havock he daily 
made alDongft them, laid hands 011 their King Thea-

. date, 
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date,' and h .. i~ put him to de.'~ 4S die .\\thor
ad ocaflOD: of It, tbey fet upVitigt*inbis ftead -; : 
who, :after -feveral fkirmifhes, was"' at· Jaft· befkgtd' 
aad rakeD prifoaer in Ravenna by BeJifari\Js~ Bat' 
the Jmer not baving gainttd.acomplete viaory, was' 
I'Kalled by Juftinitln, and fucceeded in his commaadl 

by Johannes an~ Vitalist two generals. fa much ~n-' 
ferior to him botb in valour and·condutt, that the 
Goths reconred' tbeir fpirirs and made chbttc of. 
ltdovadus, at that time· governor of .Vermta,tO' 
mle over them.. That Prince being killed' '(OoR af· 
IU, the reins of goVernment fen Kato the hands of 
Totil~ who' routed the Emperor's forces-,r~i~ 
Tufcany, and ftripped tbe Imperial generals of aI
molt eVery naee that Belifar:.ius had; recover-ed.- Juf';' 
tjnian, therefore, thought, fit ·to ,fend ~im back 
Igain into Ita]y': but as, he came ~nJy with an irtJ 
confiderable force., he rather loft the repuc-ition he 
had acquirccf.~f')fe, than made anyaddi~ioll'-to it: 
For, whilft he lay whit his army at Oftis, Totilabe~' 
6eged Rome andtood, .. ·it,· as ie were; before his fac~ : 
but, CE)nfid~ring he· could, not wet-I maintain it~ lAd 

that it would be dkn~rou~ to leave it bebih~ hhn 
in d~ condifion it tBen : was, - he demonlhed· the! 
greater pare of the tity. -dtfptrfed .the £lti2etis,~' carl 
ried the fel1ltGM's along with -him, and 'm,aklng lit';' 
tic account. ,of . Belifarius, advant'eci with 'hig· army 
into Calabri2, . to cut off.'the fupplies that Were cf?in
ing out of Greece to reinfort~:'hitn. Belifarius, 
howe.-er, fct!ing Rome abandoned in' this manner, 
molTed to< mempt10mClthlng that might- re-eO:ablifll 
his reputat.ion; a.nd ha~ing. once more t~ken potref
lion of that dry, ruinous as it was. he r~built th~ 
waUl wjr:h dtc utmoft expedition, and then fmt to 
in~ the:. inbabitants to return to it. But fhr;' 
wne did DOt iavour fD meritorious an underiak. 
iag: for Juftiman, being at that time invaded by 
the PanJaiao~~ ;"was obliged to recall him. So that 
m obedience to w commands of his fovercign; he 

quitted 
I. 
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* quitted Italy. and lefe 'thet province to the mercy 
of Totila, who.retook Rome. but'did not exercifc 
the fame rigour upon it that he bad done before 2 

for being moved by the entreaties, of St. Benedict, 
(a perfon in thofe days held in great veneration for 
his fanaity) inftead of pulling i~ down again, he im .. 
mediately began to repair the ruins. 

In the mean time, Juftinian had made ,a, peace 
with the Parthi,ns, and .refoiv.ing to fend frefh rue
coursjBtO Italy, was prevented:by a new alarm from 
the Sclavi, another northern nation, who had palfed· 
the Danube, and fallen into Thrace and lUyria; fo 
that TotiJa had made himfelf mailer of a)moft all 
Italy. But as foon as the Emperor had repelled the 
Sclavi, he fent another army into Italy, pnder the 
condua of Narfes or Narfetes, an eunuch, ,but a 
co~m.ander of great experience. At his arrival in 
Italy, h~ defeated and killed Totila·, after whofe. 
peath, the remainder of. the GQths retired into Pa
via, and made Teia King over them. On the othet 
hand, N arfetes, after his victory, took Rome again, 
and th~n marching againft Teirt, not only engaged, 
but routed and kiU~d him near Nocera: by which 
over~hro\V the Name of "h~ Goths was utterly ex
tinguifhed in Italy, aftet tbey had reigned there for 
the (pace of :fevepty years, that is, trom the time 
of their l{ing Theodoric to that of Teia. But Italy 
had fcarcely freed itfe}f from their yoke, when Juf •• 
trnian died, and w.as fucceeded by his fon J uftinust 
~ho, at the inftigation of his wife Sophia, recalled 
Narfctes_out of Italy; and fent Longinus thither.t<! 

• He afterwards acquired g~e:tt glory in the Puthian and m:my 
other wars. It is faid by Ctinitos; Volaterr:m, and otber' Latid 

, writers, that being aCCl1fed of confpiring againR Juftinian, be wall 
not only deprive.! of all his employments, but had his eyes put 
out by that Prince in the year S51~ and was reduced to rucb a (fe
gree of poverty. tbat he was for4:ed to beg hi. bread in the ftreess 
of Conftantinople. On the, contrary, the author of" The Mixed 
llit10ry of Conllantinople." Cedrmus, Akiat, and others, f3Y, that 
he b:1I1 not his eyes put out, that tie wil rtftored to .n hi .. employ. 
menU the year fQllowing~and died in peaci at COGftantiRoplC) in SOS-

fuper~ 
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ruperfed~ him. Longinus, aftcr the exarpplc· of his. 
~eceffors, kept his refidence at Ravenna, but in-. 
traduced a new form of gavernment into haly, not 
~ppoiDting governors over Provinces, as the Goths
had done, but feuing up a Chief in every city and 
t()WD of any notc, with the tide 'of Duke. Nor did 
he make any diftinaio~ betwixt Rome and the other 
cities in this reform: for aboli1hing the names and 
authority of confuls and fenate, which had conti
hued till that time, he yearly fent a. Duke from Ra .. 
ftDna of his own .nomination, co take upon him the 
government of it, which was caUed the Ducbj, or 
Dah4o. of Rome. But he. that prefidcd at Ra
"cnna, and more imm.ediately reprtfented the Em
peror,. hav~~g the fuperintcndan£e of all IraJy com .. 
mitw:l to his charge, was called the Eltarch. . This 
DCW divifion not only facilitated, but exceedingly 
haftened the ruin of Italy, by giving the Lombards 
an opponuniry ofpolfeffing themfelves of it. Nar
fetes was very much difgufted at the Emperor fot 
depriving him of the government of that Province, 
\Vhich he had bravely recovered at the ~xpence of 
his .own blood: and Sophia not thinking it a fulli
cieq~ difgrace to get him recalled, had alfo made 
ufe of fame taunts and contemptuous expreffions; 
fending him word, thai fbe 'Wllnttd him al home ID !pi" 
lIS olhti Euuchs did-.' At which he was fo outra
gcou~y provoked, that he incited Alboin, who then 

• Thii general. however. though (0 unworthily dirgrac:~d. and 
defigMdfot a (pinfter by "'omartilh malice and pttulallce. left marty 
DObie traCCI of his prower. in Italy I "f which, the following in
fc:riprion "p.Jn a bridge. about three miles from Rome, may (ene 
.. one teftlmony. . 

Qpambene curvati direfta ~ft (emita Ponti., 
Atquc interruptum continuatur iter! 

Calcamul t;apidas (ubjefti gurgiti. unda" 
Et Iibet '-ratllt cerrtere murmur aquz. 

Jte igitur facile. in gaudia .. eftra <l!!.iritel. 
Et Narfem rc(onan., plauful ubiquc canatl 

Qui' potuit rigidas Gothorum fubderc mentes, 
~ doalitdul1Im Rumina ferre jugum. 

See LBook, .oed, .ID(mpti~wp ~c;aruDl Dtleftul, pug.. 
Jilbed in 11$1. .. 

V OJ,. J. C reigned 
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reigned 'over the Lombard! in Pahnorria, to come 
and 'invade Italy. ' 

The Lombards, as we have alreadyretated, nad 
taken poffetrron of fuch places upon the Danube as 
were abandoned by the Eruli and Turingi, when 
Odoaeer their King conduCted, theM into haly: 
There they continued fame time, till the kingdom 
fell into the hands of Albain, a fierce and, enter<
prizing man, who paffedthe Danube, engaged Co. 
nimund, :}{in~ of the ~epidj, a people fettled in Pan .. 
honia, aDd not only defeated him, 'but 'made hint
felf mafter of all tl11lt 'country. And though 'he 
married ,Rofamond, one'of the daughters of 'Cani .. 
mU'nd, whom he found amongft the prifoners that 
were taken, yet fuch was the favagencft and inhu~ 
manity of his nature, that he ordered a cup 'to be 
made of her 'father's ikuH, OUt of wbie'hlte 'fame-
'rimes dmnk in memory of that viB:ory. But being 
invited into half by Narferes, 'wit'h whom he had 
'contracted a friendlhip during the wat with tire 
-Goths, he left 'Pannonia to the Huns, (wh'o, as ~ 
ha\tc (hewn, returned into their own country after 
the death of AttUa) marched into Italy, 'and findin~ 
'it cantoned out into fo many divifions, he made 
:himfelf mafter of Pavia, Milan, Verona, 'Vicenza, 
'all Tufcany, and the greater'part of Flaminia, now 
'called Romagna. And imagining, from the gre'at. 
~nefs and fuddennefs of his conqueO:s, that all'ltaly 
was now in a manner his own, he made a magnifi
cent banqu~t at Verona; at which he got drunk, aad 
filling the (killl of Cunimund with winc, he caufed 
it to be prefented to Rofamondhis queen, who fat 
over-again1\:, him at the iable, faying (loud enougb 
to be heard by her) tbal, llpo" fo jDyfut a" (Jccnjio",jhl 
flould drink witb ber Fatber. Stung to the'quick at 
fo crud a fareafm, the fecredy yowed revenge; and 
knowing' ttiat Almachild, a noble and brave foung 
Lombard,' had an amour 'with one of her women, 
file .prevailed ,upon her to .conrr~Ye that fhe herfelf 
might have an opportunity' of lying with him in her 
- , , fiead: 
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hd: for which putpo&: he was introduced into a 
dattt rCIOm, wIrttoe he. Jay with Rofamond, fuppofind' 
it had been her maid. After which. !he difcoverea 
betfctf and told him, it was now in his opdon either 
to kill Atboin and enjoy her and the Kingdom, or 
to be pet tf) dC2th by him for violating his bed. 
AhDachild thererore agreed to kin his matrer: but 
after they -had "perpetrated the murder," finding they 
wmt IIOt likt)y ro matnta~ poffeffion of the Ki~
~ but rather to be murdered by the Lombards, 
out ()f the .Weaioh they bore to AI-boin, they ftecJ 
with. his ti"ezfure to Longinus a~ Ravenna, who 
ftCeiyed then~ with much honour. 

Ounngthefe troubles, Juftinus the Emperor died, 
~d Tibt'tius was eleaed 1n his ftead; who, bejn~ 
eagegtc1 ift a wat with theParthians, could not fena 
any relief into Italy. Longinps therefore, think-
.... g this a fair opportunity to make himfdf King of . 
tbe Lombards, and of all Italy • by the heJp of Ro-.. 
{am&hcl and her treafure, communicated his ddig~ 
10 h«, penuading her to difpatch Almachild, and 
afterwards CD take himfdf for her hufband: which 
.~ ibe aecepred, and having prepared a cup of 
poifoned wine for that purpofe, fhe gave it to Alma
child with her own hands, as he came thirfty out of 
·the bath: who baving drank about half of it, and 
·finding it be~an to operate. foon perceived,what {be 
had giyen him, and thereupon immediately forced 
btor 10 drink tbe !'eft of the potion .herfelf, of which 
,~)' ·beth died in a few hours, and LOI)~inus loft 
all the hopes he had conceived of obtaining the 
Ktngdom: for the Lombards alfembling at Pavia, 
wtrich mey bad hOw made the feat of their govern
ment, chofe eldi for their King, who rebuilt Imola, 
a town ·that had bem dcmolifhed by N arfetes. He 
ltkewi~ reduced Rimini, and almoft all the country 
benvixt ·that place and Rome, but died in the midft -
fIl his yiB:oties. This Cldi trca~d not only ftrang
ert, but eYeft the Lombards themfelves, with fuch a 
4caree of rigo\tf -end cruelty, that they now grow-

C a ing 
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ing weary of a monarchical government, determined 
to have no more kings, ¥ld appointed. thirty Dl4kn 
fO rule over thc:m. ., 

This change ()f their Conftitution was the occa
fwn that the Lombar~s coulq n~ver thoroughly 
fubdue Italy, nor extend their conqqefts any, fanhe .. 
than Benevento: for as, ~o the cities of Rome, Ra
venna, Cremona, Mantua, Padua, Montfeli~et 
Parma, Bologna, Faenza, Forli, and Cefena, fome 
of them defended themfelves a c;onfiderable ~ime, 
and others never came under tbeir dominion at all. 
For as they had no Kings, they were h:fs difPored 
to war; and when, they afterwards created King. 
again, the taite which they had had.a( liberty made 
them lefs obedient to, their Prince, m9re apt to 
quarrel amongil themfdves~ and not only che!=k¢d 
'the cou'rCe of their viCtorie$ at firft; bur, in the end, 
was the' caufe: of their being totally driven o¥t of 
Italy. , ' . 

The affairs of the LOQ'lbards b~ing thu~ ~irc~m
ftanced, the Romans and Longinus came co an, ac
commodation with them: and it .was agfeed. that aU 
parties fhould lay down their arms and enjoy what 
they were refpeCl:ively po(feffed of. 

About this time the Bifhops of Rome ~ikewife be. 
gan to a(fum~ a greater degree of a\lthority than 
ever they had done, before.. The firft fucceffors of 
St. Peter having been held in ,the, pigheft veneration 
for the Canftity of their lives and the Miracles they 
wrought, 'their EX!1mples ga\l'e ~uch credit to the 
Chriftian Religion, that many Princes embrl(~ it 
to put an end to thofe evils and ~iftra&ions which 
then reigned in t~e world. And the Emperor 
of Rome being converted amongO: the reft, and quit· 
ling that Capital to hold his refidence at Conftan:. 
tinople, the Roman Empire began to decline <as we 
have obferved before), whilft the Church of Rome, 
on the other hand, daily' gathered frdb ftrength and 
srew more powerful. Neverthelefs, as all Italy w,s 
fubjtCl: to the dominion cithc:~ of the Emperors or 

. . . . .. Kings, 
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Kings, rill the coming i~ of the Lombards~ the Oi- . 
ftlops of that See took upon rhemfdves no other 
Authority than what was given them out of reve
ft'nce to,their learning and the hollncfs of their lives: 
in civil affairs they were frill fubjea to thofe Princes. 
who often employed them as their Minifters, and 
fometimes put them to death for mal~adminiftration. 
But what gave them fomething more weight in the 
affairs of Italy was the refolUtion taken by Tneodo-· 
ric, King of the Goths, to remove the fcat of his 
Government to Ravenna: for as Rome was thereby . 

. left deftitute of a Princ~. the Romans were obliged, 
for their own fafery, to pOt themfelves under the 
protetlioD of the Pope. This, however, did ~ot 
make any great addition to their authority: for the 
only point they gained at that time, was, that the 
Church of Ravenna fhould acknowledge itfelf fub
jea to the jurifdieHon of that at Rome *. But after 
(he Lombards had invaded Italy and divided It Into 
kveral dift-rith, the Pope took that opportunity of 
enlarging his power: for as he was the chief perron 
and in a manner the Head of Rome, both the Em-

• Rome Dwer recovered the fatal blow it received from Con
laatinc'l changing the feat of the Emp.ire. Glory and the love of 
their country no lon&er animated the breaft. of Romans: their 
ClOUnge loft its vigour I the Art. funk into decay I and notbing waa 
beard in the place, which had been the refidencCl of tbe Scipio. and 
QI:{3rs, but aifpures and endlef. contentions betwixt the Bilhops and 
lecuIu Judges. Afler Juftinian'l time it was governed hy a Vice
roy, under the title of Exarch, who no longer regarded it as the 
capital of Italy j but living at Ravenna, (rom thence rent his orden 
m the Roman.. The Bithop indeed daily augmente" his authority 
ill thele dmn of Barbarifm: the powe .. of the Church incrraled. 
aod the Prtfe& of Rome was not able to oppofe the t»n::tenfions of a =: that were conftantly {upported by the (anany of his pro. 

• In qin did tbe Church of R.nona difpute a thoufand pri
Y~ with tlaat of Rome I the Jailer wu acknowledge.) by all the 
OuiBiahs of the Well: a. their common Moth"r: they confulted 
ber, they {'t!itioned her to fend them Paftor., and whila: the City 
was ia fubJeltiOJl the Billaop ruled abJ'9ad. 

In tbis eighth Century, the Pope. firll: concei"ed thede/ign of 
malting tbemfelvtl mafters of Rome. and faw that what would bave 
1tceo deemed a revolt and an ill'effethlal fedition at another time, 
might no,," be,a. Revolution excufabJe by its nec(;ffity, and ilIuftrioua 
1»1 iu (liece!.. See Voltaire'. General Hillary of Europe, Vol,.J. 
,- HI J+o 
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pcror ef ~onftanl-inoplc and the Lombard. {hewed 
him grfat fefpeCt. So that the Romans, by 'he In
tereft of the Pqpe, began to confederate the~lns 
witb Long'nus and the Lambard&, not as fv"jecb,' 
bue .,9 f~iends and equals I and the Popes erne·ring 
i"so an alliance fomcnimes with the LQI\1h8rds, Nod 
fQnlttimes 'Nith the Greeks, daily becafDO moroand 
",ore refptchble and of greacer importance. But 
the Eaftern Empire foon after fell to decay \lnder 
dw reign oS Herac1ius, in whof~ time the Sc;lavi, a 
people beforemcntioned, invaded Hlyria again. and 
having made themfelvc9 mafters of tbat Country, 
called it Sclavonia after their own name: the other 
Qlhc:r 'parts of lhe Empire were likewife .teacked, 
fira by. the Perfiao!, afterwards by tftc Saracens oue 
~\Jl of Arabia, under the command of Mahomet, 
aDd laft of aU by the Turks, who difmembered it 
ef SYFia, Africa, and E@ypt. Upon which the Popes 
ftciRg the Emperors no longer able to protea: them 
1:Jpon occafion, and the power of the Lombards dill 
increafing, thQught it high time to look out for 
Dew friends and confederates. and fE)r thaE purpoks 
applied to the Kings of France. So that aU the 
wars, whieh foreigners afterwards nlado upon Icaly, 
were chiefly owing to the Popes. and molt of the 
jCveral inundations of Barbarians ,hat· poured 
w:hemfdves into ir, were, in a great meafure octa
fionfd by their incitemene and inftigation; which 
praaices being continued even to this time. have- Co 
long kept, and Rill keep, Italy weak and divided. 
Howevtr, in relating .he events that -happened be
twixt thofe times and our own, I fhall enlarge no 
farther upon the ruin of the ElIlpire, but proaed 
to give an account of the exaltation of tbe Ponti,. 
and other Princes tha~ ~overncd Italy till the inva~ 
fion of Charles VIIt. King· of Franc::e·: aDd iaew 
not only how the Popes became formidable and re
vert·d. at firtl: by their Ecclefiaftical cenfurCl; the,. 
by joining temporal a{ms to thofe fpiritual weapons. 

. ~d 
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aDd laftlJ by adding -Indulgences to them i but like
.ife how, by making an ill ufe of that terror and: 
revereoce, with which they had infpired mankind" 
they have entirely loft th~ one, and lie at the difere-

OF FLORENCE. 

tiOD and counery of the world for the other. . 
But r.o refume the method we at firft propored. 

GrcgQry III. being advanced to the Papacy, and 
Aiftolphus or Anolphus made l{ing over the Lom
bards. the latter, cO'llrary to txprefs agreement, 
fe.izcd upon. Ravenna and made war upon the Pope. 
UpQl\ wbi,ch. Grt"gory feeing the Emperor of Con
fl&1)till.op1e. fo debilitated by the abovementioned 
loires, defpaired of any amnance from that quancr : 
~ DO£ <taring to confide is the Lombards, who 
had already deceived him more than once, he hld, 
recourk til Pepin, who, from being Lord of ","u
l1ria and Brabant., was become Kil'lg of France, no~ 
iO much by his own valour, as by that of his graD~
father Pepin, and his father Charles Martd. For 
Charles, being Regent ()f France, gave the Saracen~ 
that memorable overthrow near Tour~ upon the 
Loire. wherein above two hUDd'red thoufand of them 
were killed t : upon which his fOD Pepin, in confider-

• A \JCrpetual talC upon credulity and IUperftition; and an in_ 
nbaulibic foun:e of' riches to the Romifu (''bun:h. The word 
~ ...... _.' t\lem, fignitiu a remiffion of punifulMllt du, 
lQ SiD, .... Dted by th, Church, a.nd fuppofed to faye the Sinner 
from Purgatory. They fonnd their notion of Indulgences upon the 
in6uitetri:afure oftbe merits of JeCu. Chrift, the Virgin Mary. and 
all tAe Saiat" wllichtMY (uppor. th. ChIlnh baa a ri~bt to dilri.. 
but. by vinue of the C.mllfwRo/l .f S4;'I,. The Jubilee grants II 
pIeaarJ indl1ltlel\" for aU Iftannu of crimes. Their Cafuilh fa, 
tIIat • plenar, tRdltl~ncl does not· al"a),. ,Fove drctlual. fcif 
... t of colllpj,ilt •• ~b tbe condition. upon which it waa granted. 

It hu bft4l • comTaOa pratlice with the Popes to grant Indul
~ for _ elAi'Jationof Ueretick.. Th •• C1e~"t XII. ia 
eM of ... au," fa)'l, " Tbat we may ftir ~ and encollr.age th, 
FaitlaNl t. "tetmtaate 'm, _",,..aDIU Crl'lJ) Gfj;rlorn <wre/CM' (the 
Ccnnoeis, the" in arms agaml Lewis XIv.) we freely gra~t ant' 
.dulp tbe fuU re .... iSio. of Sin., whatever tbey may~, rely in, 
upon that power of _dillg "". IIq!illg, which Qur Lord c~lI\ft:rre4 
_laia dlicf Apol\\e) to thOCe tbat !hall lift: themfclver. in tbi. San",
JIiIiIi#. if theJ faU in battle." .La ~~.g ~ Anafta6UI, Paul\1' l>iacoQQI, aDC\ rever.ll other 

. • ..... thore were tmc bwadrt4 anti iCt~t1' O~ throe hwaclr.a 
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ation of the father's br~very and his own great re
putation, was afterwards made fovereign of the 
Kingdom. To him, as we have faid, the Pope ap. 
plied for fuccour againft the Lombards, whiCh he 
r(adily promifed, but fent him word at the fama 
time, " he was very defirous of firft feeing his Ho
linefs in France, that he might pay his duty to him 
in perfon." Upon this invitation Gregory fet out; 
for France, and pa1fed through the quarters of the 
Lombards without the Ieaft impediment or molefta
tion, though he was then at war with them: fo 
great was their reverence and veneration for Religion. 
at that time. 

At his arrival in France, he was received with 
great honour by that Prince, and after fame time 
rent back with an army into Iraly, which laid liege 
to Pavia, and reduced the Lombards to (ueh diC. 
trefs, that Aiilolphus was ohligt'd to accept of the 
terms that were granted him by the hench, at the 
interceffion of the Pope, who faid, " he did not de~ 
.nre the death of his Enemy, but rather that he 
fhould be converted and live. It In this agreement, 
Aiftolphlls promifed to re{tore al1 the towns he had 
taken from the Church. But as foon as Pepin's army 
was returned into France, he refufed to perform his 
engagement, whieh forced the Pope to make a fe
cond application to Pepin, who rent another army 

"nd Ceventy.five thoufand Saracens killed, and· but fifteen hundred 
of the French. But in this they have followed an exaggerated ac. 
count which was (ent to the Pope afll~r the battle. by Budb Duko 
of Aquitain, one of the French gC'neralt. But Father Lab~, Me. 
merai, Cortiemoi, and the hell biftorians, who fix the date of thi. 
battle in the year 7P, fdY plainly, tbat the Saracen army (which 
poured itCelf o'!t of Spain into France .at that time under the com
mand of Ahderama. gonrnor of Spam for Ifcham, Caliph of the 
6:tr:\ccns) c9nlilled but of fOIll·rcare, or, at the moll, a hundred 
th')ufand men: that thty C"llght till nigltt wirho.tt giving way, and 
",ere not purCned' the next day, when new. \10.1 brought that they 
)I:td marched away a·1 night. Nf)w it is impoffible that Cuch a/ro. 
dif,ious Ibll~htcr fbot1ld have been m3de in an army that Roo it, 
grollp~, or 10 many hundred thoufand men be put to tile r~·l'\rrJ. 
excf'\'t they Red and were pur(ued. and had no qUllrtcr ti,' • 
,hem: The fOfm~r ~QQ\U,lt tber~rortmu(t be looltLd upor. ,.; ,,' 
mlRtlC, .. ~ .... '.., 
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into Italy, overcame the Lombards; took Ravenna,. 
aqd gave it to the Pope with all the other territories 
under that Exarchate, and the country of U rbino 
and la Marca befides; though much againft the in
clination of the Grecian Emperor. WhilO: thefe 
things were carrying into execution, Aiftolphus 
died. and Defiderius, a Lombard, who was then 
Duke of Tufcany, taking up arms to fecure the 
fucceffion of the Kingdom to himfelf, follicited the 
affiO:ance of the Pope for that pur~fe, promifing 
him his friendfhip in return for the future; w!1ich 
the Pope granted, and he was not oppofed by any 
other competitor. And indeed Defiderius for & 

while obfervN his promife with the: utmoft punau
ali:y, and fairly refignc:d thofe territories to the 
po~ "which had been ceded to him by the agree
ment made with Pt'pin: nor were there any more 
Exarchs fent from Conllantinople to Ravenna, which 
was afterwards governc.-d according [0 the will arid 
difcrction of the Pope alone. Not long after, Pe
pin died, and was fucceeded· by his fon Charles, who, 
from the greatnefs of his archievements, was called 
Charlemagne, or Charles the Great. 

About the fame: time Theodore the: firO: was ad
vanced to the Papal Chair, and quarrelling with 

• Defidcrius was befieged by him in Rome; which 
obliged him to apply for help to Charles, who, pafi". 
ing the Alps, (hut up Defiderius and his Sons in 
Pavia, took them prifoners, fent them to France, 
and went himtelf to vifit the POpe at Rome, where 
he declared and adjudged, Ihol' his HfJ/;nifs, being 
GfNi's nell,., ftJtll IIfl fobjttl If) allY hman jllrijditlif)1I : 
in return for which favour, the Pope a~d the Peo
ple' of Rome unanimQuOy made him Emperor *. 

• Macbiuel kerns to have made a miftake bere in the name of 
tbe Po~ in where Pontificate this event happened, whicb was Za. 
chary, and no. Theodore tIle tirft. Voltaire (etl this matter in a 
dearer ligbt in hi, General Hillory of Europe, Vul. I. r. lS. c. Pope 
Grc~ry UI. lays he, was the firft: who conceived the defign of 
IIUlklllg ufo of the arml of Frapce to wrelt Italy out cf the band. 
of lh~ £1Di"ocs and tile Lombu"(is. m5 {Ilcccfi"qr Zachary ackno,,· 

So 
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So that Rome began to have an emperor ,of the 
Wen. again; and though the Popes ufed to be coo
firmed by the Emperors before that timet. the' Em
peror now, on the contrary, was obliged to be be
holden to the Pope for ~is Election: by which ,the 
Empire began to lore its power and dignity, and the 
Church to advance itrelf and extend its authority 
daily more and more over temporal Princes. The 
Lombards had been in Italy two hundred and twenty
two yearsa and now retained nothing of the Barba
rians, except their Name: fo tbat Charlemag~, be
iog deliro,us to new-model Italy in the Pontificate 
Qf Leo the third~ was content that they fuould not 
only ftill inhabit" but alfo give name [0 that part of 
it where they had been bred, and call it Lombardy. 
And that the Roman Name might aill be refpeeted 
by them. he ordained that all that part of Italy 
which lay neareO: them and was UDder the Exarchatc 
elf Raveuna, fhould thenceforth be called Romagna. 
He likewife made his fon Pepin King of ftaly, and 
extended his JurifdicHon as far as Benevento: whilft 
all the reft of it was fuffered to continue under the 
dominion of the Grecian Emperor, with whom he 
had entered into a compofition. 

~~~ Pepin, the ufarper of the Crown of FraDCe, a. lawtal So
Yt:reigw.. It hal been retended that Pepin, who was eben ow, 
Prime Minilter, fent fir t to alk the Pope, which was the worthier 
of' the \!wo to fit upon the throne, he who took no care at 1111 0' the 
Jtingcligm, or he wbe goverued it with wifdorn, and uphehi it bp 
hii valour t and that the Pope, who ftood in need of Pepin's at
fiftanee, determined in favour of the latter. It has never been 
rrm •• indeed tbat this farce was really aaed: but It II cutaia 
tllat Pope Stepben HI. the next fucl:clror but one to Zac.hary, 
called Pepin to his fuccour; that he forged 'a letter from St. Peter, 
addretTed from Heaven to rCI,in and his fon J that he caDII mto 
France an~ gave tbe royal Unaion to Pepin, the firll' anoilated 
KinO' in Europe, in the Churcb of St. Dennis. He likewife forbad 
the french, on pain of ExcomRluni:::uion, ever to chll~ a King rtf 
any other family. WhiUl this Billiop, expelled from Italy and 
~rced to become a fupplicant in 11 foreign country, had the courage 
to give law to Nation., his Polity prompted him to alTume a. all
thurity which fecured Pq>in: and that Prince, in cwder to enjo, 
what was not his ';gh. without difturhance or mololbtion, fuft'trecl 
the Pope to urarp prero .. :ttives that did not belong to bim. 

This Milliop W~S the &r~ Chri~ian Priett that becalDC a temporal 
torct, and that w .... ,~ ill' the rank of I'rinc:ea. 

Dur-
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During tlMii:: tranfaaions, Paka!, the firil: wu 
eIcaed Pope. nd the Parochial ClerlY of Rome.; 
Q8 KCOuat of ,heir being neareft the ~t1on of thi 
Pope and ready at hand upon every Election, begal\ 
II) call thcmfcl9C& • Cardinals, (in order to add fome 
Digaity to their power by a fplendid title) and af
fumed fo mucu authofity, cfpeciaUy after they had. 
excluded tbe fuffrages of the La~ty, that it hardly 
ever happcACd r~t a Pope was eleCted who was 'not. 
one of- tht'ir Body. So tbat when,Pafcal died, Eu
genius (the frcoad Poatif of that name) Cardinal 
of S&Dfa Sabina, was chofen by them to fucceed 
him: and haly being tbus falle~ into the bands of 
the French, in fome meafure cbanged its face and 
confiituEioo, b)1 t~ Po~s having taken upon them
fcJves greater authority in temporal ai'airs. and tho 
French introducing tbe Titles of Count and MaJIoo 
'luis, .1 Longinus, Exareh of Ravenna, had done 
that of Duke before. After fome others t Of porco, 
• Roman, fuccceded to the Papacy, who being 
a1hamcd of fo ugly a name, aifumai chat of Sergi us.. 
which 6rft ,ave rife to the cullom of the Popes 
changing thelf Dimes.. as thcynQtW aLways do at their· 
Ekttion. 

]a the mcam time Charlemagne died, and was 
iJcceedcd bJ his foo Lewis: but after his dea~ 
.here arofe web difcord amongft his Son~ tbat, in. 
lhe days of his Grandchildren, the Empire w~ 
wrcfted oue of 'he hands of the: French, and the 
~at of it eftaWiibed in Germany bl Ainolphus" the 
6rft Empffor Qf that nacion. And indeed' the: pof~ 
Eerity of ChademalDc not ~ly loft the Empire, but 
'heir Savereisucy in Italy likewife\ hy tbeir dilfc:n .. 
lions: for tho Lombards ,oachering frefil ftreAgtb. 
commenced hoiiLities againft the Pope and the Ro
mans. who, not knowing where to have recoorfe f~ 

• See the origiBal of CardiOid ... and tbe> ~eanin, of that word. 
In the prolegomena to the Life of Pope Sixtus V. Number V. whick 
i. too long to be inCerted as a Note. 

t ',m, tIi P"f'; 0, for,; j. &""1 fiI,,_ 
pro-
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protection, were forced to make Berengariu~~ then _. 
Duke of Friuli, King of Italy. This encouraged 
the Huns, who at that time were fetded in Panno
riia, to invade Italy once more: but they' were de
feated in an en~agement with Berengarius. and driven 
back again into Pannonia, or rather Hungary, which 
was the name they had given to that province. At
that time Romanus was Emperer of Gretce, who, 
having been Admiral of Conftantine's fleet, had de
prived him of the Empire: and beeaufe Puglia and 
Calabria (which, as we faid before, were ftill left 
fubjeCl: to the Empire) had revolted, during thefe 
innovations, he was fa enraged at their rebellion, 
that he fuff"ered the Saracens to invade thofe Pro
vinces; who having fubdued them, endeavoured 
likewife to make themfe1ves mafters of Rome. But 
the Romans (as Berengarius was fufficiently employ. 
~d in defending himfelf againft the Hun~) made 
Alberir, Duke of Tufeany, their General: by whofe 
valour their city was preferved from the fury of the 
Saracens, who being obliged to raife the fiege, re
tired from thenee and built a fortrefs upon t Mount 
Gargano, by which they commanded Puglia and 
Calabria, and infefted all that part of Italy. In 
ihis miferable manner was Italy harrafn:d at that 
time, b)' the Huns on that fide next 'the Alps, and 
the Saracens on the other towards Naples: which 
troubles continued fevent years under three of me 
Berengarii, who fuceeffively rtigned over it. Dur. 
ing wbi'th fpace the Pope and the Church were like .. 
wife continually molefted and difturbed, being de. 
prived of all fureollr and. proteaion by the diffen
tions which reigned amongft the Wdtern ·PFinc:cII. 
and the weaknefs of the Eaftern.· The city of Ge
noa and all its adjacent territories were alfo over
roln and laid wafte by the Saracens: which depopu. 
lation gave birth to the greatnefs of Pifa, by the 
lcfof[ of multitudes thitber that bad betn driven 

t Now called Monte St. Angelo. 
out 
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out of tacir own country. Such was the condition 
of Italy in the year 931. . . 

But Otho, Duke of Saxony and fon of Henry 
and Matilda, fucceeding to the Imperial crown, and 
bring a man of great reputation, and prudence, 
Agapctus the Pope implored his aRillanc,: to deJiv~~ 
his country from the tyranny of the Berengarii. At 
that time the fevenl Statcs of Jraly. were governccl 
in this manner. Lombardy was undcr the jurifdic~ 
lion of Berengarills t~ Third and Albert his fon. • 
Tufcany and Romania, under the dominion of a p 
ycrnor deputed by the Emperor of the W eft. ~mc 
pans of Puglia and Calabria were fubjc:Cl (0 the Gre
cian Emperor, and Others to the Saracens. At 
Rome two Coofuls were elcaed every year out of the 
Nobiliry, who governed it, according to ancient (uf 
rom: to' whom a Prefea was joined to· admipifter 
jllftice to the people. They .ha,d l*ewife a ~lIUIliJ 
fJj'I.e/w, .which annu~IJy appointed 'Governor~ ov.er 
aJl [he. t.wns in their jurifdiClion. .The: PC?pe.had 
more or· Jefs authority in that city and the· reft 9f 
Iraly, ac..cording as he bad more Or lef~ interett w~th 
the Emperors,. or. other Princes thaJ;had the greate~ 
power there. Otho therefore matched in~o Italy and 
drove the Berengarii Ollt of, a Kingdpm which [bey 
had polfcffcd fifty·6ve years; and re·~ftabli1ru:d th!= 
Pope in his former dignity .. 'Fhis Prince had ~ f04l 
and a grandfon both of his own name, who in tbe~ 
turns fucceeded to the Empire; al')d. in the time of 
O,ho the Third, Pope Gregpry the Fifth was driven 
out of the City by the Romans •. Upon which, Othp 
returned iDto Italy to rdnftate bim his Chair: and 
the Pope, to revenge bimfelf upon- the Romans, 
took the power of creating Emperors from them, 
80d \'cfted it- in f1% Princes of Germany, thrre.Qf 
whom were the Bifhops of Munfter, Treves, and 
Cologne i the .other three were temporal Princes, 
namely, the Duke of Brandenbourg,. the Prince Pa
latine of c..he .,Rhine, and the Duke of S,axony, wqo 

. m~ 
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~re afctrwards fly led EldltrJ, aDd .t!Ieir. Scates, 
Elttlorates. This happened IiA the year '1002. 

t'hm; dem;ath ijf detbo TJaim;P" Henry 
of Bavaria, was c:hofen Emperor by thefe EleCtors. 
bu't.hQt crowned tilt twelve years after., by Stephm 

. theP:ighth. o:!;:;im;:;ad a;i~= ~~; mw:ar; 
Chu~he. that were built aAd eJl~ed by them ~ 

~~~:;dl tt~hE&t 1!'hM!:to~ ,~ar Flijr~~; 
Conrade -of Suabia ; andConradeby Beary theSe
~ond~ who 'Came ,£0 Rome, and ~~ a fchifm 1ft 
tho dehurch.E&s ~ere thr.ill dffferem: P~ 

op at fiimopme'J Ptpofd them oP, an« 
~aufed Clement the &cood to be eltCted, Ity whom 
no ".oos aftE&. ijar:ds PX£0peNat. 
. ftatE&%E&~re gOijE&E&E&%~ by 
the People, fanle by Pt,nces, a.nd others by tbe Mi
nifters of the Emperof'j, one of whom· had the title 
()f a."<:I J:E&%efideh Ollfcr aU Mft, Tbe 

c:onlYJ:llfrable . pOE&%o,fL11 .of .me pmcas 
'Was Godfrey, hufband to the COUAttfs Matilda, who 

daugPtllft of to lfieE&%ry &,-
SP·e E&nd Huibeorf ~ro .poffi:hiili:& qf 

Lucca, Reggio, Mant~,' and all that territor.y .which 
is now cal~ the Pa~i~ny r!f the Cbllrcb. The PQpes 
'at were ikikt .a litdik eQ1d:ik~amd ~-
:<s ... ,,~ ..... by amhition gf tPe Romans, fur though 
they had made ufeofthe Papal author!,y tond thttn-

of ; yc:t~ llfS thik Popes 
taken tilt of :hiitr, 

and made fuoh a ntform in as tbey tbCGght.propa-. 
the cit~ten9J()n a fudden became their encmie.~ and 

them orere anh htetkr i?:kdl.4I'ieS .ani?: t''Ztnce 
in Chriftendom: and at a time .hen tho ·Poncifs 
made all the'W~ft:ctrn .part of the.orldtrcmblc At 

ihundllfllf theit Ctnfuiikt. tb&t'E&%~ikE&kICl flad 
rl1l¥~ill~ to fo ~at:h ~p~~y at.liklPrt-

10tvcd to leave AQ ~O\lrs uMriid -co pGll CiIo~ 
the 

~ 
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rbe reputation anei authority of ,the other. Accord
ihgly, when Nicholas 't'be Secolld was promoted to 
the Papacy, as Grt"gory V. had taken from the Ro
mans the privilege of chuling their emperors; fo HI 
deprived them of their right of confirming the ·eletliob 
of.the Popes by their approbation, and confineCl it to 
the Cardinals only. Nor·was he contented with this, 
but having entered into a treaty with the Princes who 
then &averned Puglia and Calabria, for reafons which 
fhallbe p;d'ently ex-plaincd, he obliged all the ma," 
giftrates that were (ent by the people of Rome into 
p\aers under their jurifdiCkion, to acknowledge the 
Pope"s authority, and fome he deprived of their of
bccs. Afrtt the death of Nicholas, there was anotha" 
fchifm in the Church; for the Clergy of Lombat'd, 
wouJd not pay obedience to Alexander the Second, 

-(who bad been ·chofen Pope at Rome) but fet up Ca
·dolus of Parma"as Antipope. Upon which, Henr,), 
the Emperor, who could not bear to fee the Popes 
fa powe~ul, commanded Alexander to'refign the 
P.apacy, and t-he Cardinals to repair into Germany, 
to make 'a frefh elttl:ion: for which he had the ·ho. 
DOur of being the firl\: Prince that was made fcnliblc 
of·the w~ight of fpiritual weapons. For tbePopc 

. caufing a new council to alren}ble at Rome, deprived 
him bOlh of his kingdom and empire·: and fome 

• Tbere reGded at that time in Rome. a Monk of the Order .of 
'CUA)'. 'lttely areated Cardinali a man of a reillefs, fier),:, eoter· 
priziAg difpofitloD. but chieSy remarkable for his furioul fcal £Or 
Ibe preten&on. of the ChYrch, which hc fOI.etimes made {ubfllr. 
wieot to hi. owo private interelb. Hildebrand was th~ name ·of 
thiI~ing man, afterwards the <:elebrated Gregory VII. He was 
bora at Soana in Tufcany of obfcure pal'entage, brougbt up.at 
ltome, admitted a Monk of Cluny, deputed afterwards to De

~te the affairs of his Order at Rome. and tbcn employed by 
tbe~ in all political concerns that required refolution and ad
dre'ti. ,He had the chief management of the Church under Alax
a1Idcr II. which led him to confider the troubles in Germany as a 
"'v~ble conjunaure for ftrikin~ a bold ftr9ke there. In faa, lIe 
~gcd Alexande~ to ex.communlC:ate his fovereig!l'Henry-IV. ~
aer a pretence of Its being re~rted' that Henry lOld Benefices .10 
,riyate. and led a fcandalQlII Me in the company of lewd women. 
Upon the demife of Alexander. Hildebrand pl'OCurcd himfeIf to 
be cleaN .Itd iatilaUcd by the people of Rome, without waiting 

of 
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3~ THE HIS TOR 1" Boote f, 
of th~ Italian States efpoufing the Pope's party, and 
fome the Emperor's, gave bir-th to the two famous 

for the Emperor's permillion: but h~ roon obtained that,' by pro
miring fealty and allegianct. Henry :ldmitted of his excures. anJ 
his Chancellor of Italy repaired to Rome to eonfirm the eleaion. 
But he· was fcarcely feuled on the Papal throne, when be pro
nOt;!lcec:! Excommunicatlon againR: all thofe tbat accepted betlelices 
(rom the hands of Laymenj arid againel eyery Layman tbat con
ferred them. His defign was to del?rive all fe::ular PatroDs,of tblf 
right of prerentation to Church llvmgs; whicb indeed was relting 
tht: Church at open variance with die SovClreigm of aU Chriffian 
Dations. Henry. amazed at this prefl1m~tion, called a co~ncil at 
Worms, by the advice of the States. in whicb he depo~d Gregory 
as a Simontac and public d:fturber of the Peace of the Church anCl 
'Empirr I and afterwards fent an envoy to read tbis decree of tbe 
Council to the Pope, and command him to relign aud ceafe to pro
fane the Hoty Chair, of which the Emperor was Guardian. Upon 
thi •• the Pope declared in a Council of 110 Italian Bilbopa ... That. 
by the Authority of God and St. Peter, he depofed Henry' from the 
Imperial throne. and abfolvcd all his fuhjeeb from theirobedience.t> 
The Emperor protefted againa: th1s ExcommUnication. and tll'ff 
Pope" ufurpation oter his crown; alledging the'example ofClaarl~ 
ma~ne, and others, who had the Jlower of confirmiDl{ the Popes. 
which feveral of lllem. and particularly Gregory blmfelf, haa 
acknowledged to be the Emperor's right. But tbe Getman Prelatt. 
and Prince., wbo had engaged Henry in tbeir caufe, now deferting 
bim. and tbreat.:ning to dethrone him, he was forced to pafs tbff 
Alps in the rigour oT the winter, wjlh bis Emprefs. his Son, and 
Clne Gentltman only to atrend him; alld being almoft famiOt~d 
witb hunger. and ftarved witb cold, Ibis great Emperor. who had 
been celebrated for fa many viltorirs, was obliged to tbrow bimfelf 
at tbe Pope's feet, after be, his Emprefs. and his {on. had waited 
three days at his gate. in tlte habit of Penitents, bare-footed. with 
their heads uncovered, though it was tben the middle of January. 
and .without eating a morfel of bread: after which, and agreeiag: 
to the Po~e's terms. he was abfolved. Upon this, the Princes of 
llaly derpling him as a coward, and the Pope as a Tyrant aAd Si
maniac. conlpired againR: them both. Tbe Emperor. therefore, 
perceiving how much he had abafed himCelf. and difappointed 
thofe Princes. who boped for a Reformation of tbe Church, throu;h 
Jtis affiftance, at laft called them together, IIn(t having accufed the 
Pope. a4 the caufe of the ruin of the empire. he demanded their 
{uccour againR: him; by which ftep he rt'gained their afFeaions. 
and afterwards kept tbe Pope in a manner blocked up at home. 
Tbe German rebels in the me3n time. chofe Rodolphus. Duke or 
Suabia, Emperor. and crowned him at Mentz. in the year 1017 , 

llpon which, Henry returned into Germany, and defeated the 
forces of Rodolphus. which /'0 terrIfied the Pope. that he endea
voured to make, an accommodation betwixt them. But the Rebel. 
complaining, that he alundoned them in a caufe. wherein he him
{elf had firlt engaged them, he excommunicated Henry a fecond 
time. confirmed the eleaion of Rodolphus, and fent him a crown, 
with thi. infcription upon it I 

Petra dedit Petro .. Petrus diadem. Rodolpho. 
fac-
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factions Guelfs GhibelinesF to thohh 
nne which their to piecee, 
ir wac; at laftdelivered from the fcourge of Barbarians 
and foreignjnundations. 

Henry being thus excommunic:tted was forced by 
hCs own ftFf~ccts teF to Italh the yess 
where mede his with fope, 'bf 
pardon npeR"n his bare Not long after, how .. 
ever, there happeneq another quarrel betwixt him 
and the Pope, and Henry was again excommunicat-
t£d: at ~hGh he wat nnafptraFdF he 
fon, ¥liS Henrh 
Rome, Wltn amftanee 
who hated the Pope, he befitged him in his caftle: 
but receiving intelligence that Robert Guifcard was 

:~r~~~ftk~;TI~i~f Pehlie ~~t t~;tlllirnr?l m~~lief, fid 

The howrnrr perfifief [heir cOeR"wJm£xcy 
to fuch a degree, that Rome was onre more facked 
by Guifcard, and reduced to that ruinou~ condition 
from it had Gtely by the end 
pains . ffi:uany Anh .... fon of 
bert ftTIunded mudelled Gingdom a-
pIes, it may not be foreign to our purpofe to give a 
partic~lar account of his extraCtion and achieve
ments. 

UptTIn difcorhs 
of CherGmJgne, 
tioned, the Normans, anotht'r nonhern people, took. 
[he opportunity of invading France, and got poffef
lion of that part of it, which from them is ftill called 

Which pun rtrvvl hvew the thnfe timn?, the 
iDtoler:lbk p,·pd" of the R'}F,,,'" bontif. 

After this, Hthry havi/lg at laft tot~lly fnhdunl his competitor. 
ailed :t council at Tvrol, in which he depolied the Pope, and, pafljng 
we Alps, took. Rome by fiOl'm. alld bcliegeJ bin\ in the 'callIe of St
Angelo, from whence, howey'cr, he W3S delivered by the Duk" of 

~:~~~iq,p;~~~~:n~~:~~' 1;~1~~~r;~~: P~£j;~~ and 
. of hi, infatiablc ambition, ~ Voltai. c's Gen, Hilt, Vol. I. from p. 
''9+ to p, :&e9' And Uiltoir, d' Allemagnc, pat Munlieur de I'radc. 

VOL. I. D Nor .. -- ~ 
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Normandy *. One divifion of this people forced its
way into Italy, at the time when it was fo crueU, 
h.arraffed and over-rUR by the Bcrengarii, t~e Sara
cens, and the Huns;. and ~tting footing in Romag
na, during thefe tl=oubles, they bravely maintaineci 

. their ground. Tancred,.. one of the Norman chiefs~ 
had feveral fonsi amongft whom wIre William. 
caUed Ferabar, Ot Fier-a-bras, and Robert, furnamed 
Guifcard. After' the difturbances in I.taly were ill< 
fQme meafure compofed, and tranq,uill4ty reftored, 
William became their prince. But the Saracens be
iQg in polfc:ffion of Sicily, daily inrefted· the coafts of 
Italy in fucp a manner, that WiUiam was obliged to. 
cnter into a confederacy with the. Princes of Capua
apd Salerno, and with MiloIcus, a Greek, (who was. 
deputed Governor of Puglia. and Calabria by the 
Grecian Emperor)-in order to invade Sicily: a~d it was. 
~reed,. that both the booty and iOand icfelE fhould b~ 
equally divided amongft t:bem" in .cafe they fhould. 
make a conqueft of it. The enterprife was attended· 
with fuccefs; for they drove the Saracens out of thet
country,' and took p<?ffeffion Gf it themfelves. But 
Milorcus having caufed more forces to be private I, 
tranfported out of Greece, fei2ed u·pon the· iOand in. 
the name of the Emperor. and onl)l divid~d the fpoiL. 
with the reft: at which, William was not a little dif ... 
gufted, but thinking it proper to diffemble his re-

. i~ntm'ent' till a more conv,eoieot opportunity, he de
P.3rtc:d a.ut of Sicily, with the Princes of f;apua and
Salerno. But as 100n as they left him, to return to. 
~heir rerpeCl:ive homes, inftead of going back ~ain. 
into Romagna, he made a fudden mard~ with his 
army into Puglia, furprifed Melfi, and f~n reduced 

. a.lmoft aU Puglia and Calabria. in fpight of the Em
peror's forces; which Provinces were governed b,.. 
his 'brotl1er Robert, till the time of Nicolas the' 
S('cond. And as he afterwards had many difputrs 
~.ith his Nephews about the,inheritance of thofe States .. 
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look I. OF FLOR£NCE. 
he iAtl'eatcd the Pope to ufe his authority to compore -
tbem; which his Holinefs readily complied with, as' 
he was very defirous to make Robert his friend by any 
means. that fo he might fupport him againlt: the 
power of the German Emperor, and the petulance of 
the Romans: and it afterwards happened, as' we have. 
joft related, that upon the follic:itation of GreltOry 
V 1I. he drove Henry away from Rome, and chaftifcd' 
the infolence of the Inhabitants. 

Robert was fucceedcd by his two Sons, Roger and 
William, who not only annexed the city of Naples, 
aod all the Country betwixt it and Rome, to their in
heritance, but alfo fubdued Sicily, of which Roger 
was made Lord. But William going fome time ai
t.crWWds to Conftantinoplc, to marry the Emperor's: 
daughter, Roger took the opportunity of invading 
his brother's dominions, which he foon made himfc:lf 
mafter of; and being elated with fo great an acquifi
Iioa, caured himfelf at firft to be calle:i King Df Italy, 
but afterwards was contcAtcd with the title of Ki1ll tf 
Paglitl II1Id S;ci~; being the firft that gave the Kin~
dom that name and form of government, which It 
maim to this day; though it has happened lince, 
that not only the reigning family, but the very peo
ple have been oftcn changed. For, upon the failure 
of the Norman line, the Kingdom was transferred to 
the Germans ~ from them to the French; from the 
French to the A rragonefe~. and from them to the 
Flemings, who· ftill arc in pc>JfelUon of it. 

• The ruder i. bere defired to remember. that this Hiftory wa. 
p.bliibed in the year 1531. Since which time. the Kingdom If ~ 
pia has often again changed-its Mallen; panicularly in 1707. whell 
the Slr.miarcfs, who then bad it. were driven from thence by the 1m. 
perialifts I aDtl at the Peace of Utrecht in 1713. NaJ)les- W31 con6rmed 
to tbe Emperor. and-Sicily allotted to the Duke of Savoy. witb the 
tide oElting. Tbe Spaoiard. invaded Sicily in 1718. but were forced 
to abandon it again. and then it was conferred on the Emperor 
Q~ n; who Ileld it b1hhe year 1'13s,"when'tlIe Imperialifts wero 
driftD out of thil Uland, and aH dleit Italian dominions; and Don 
Car1Oa, tba-lting of Spain'. el"eft Son. by the Princefl of Parma, hill' 
IeCGDd W"~ was advanced to the tbrone of the Two Sicilies. {N .. 
~ a1l4 Sicily) whither be was convoyed by a fquadron of Bnti& .-a of'tlat, unaet the ~mmand ~f Sir Jobn Non'it;, It wal cog.. 
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THE I:IISTORY Book I. 
In the mean time, Urban the Second had fuccced

ed to the Pontificate: but as he was a perf on very 
difagreeable to the Romans, and did not ·think him
telf fecure in Italy, on account of the difturbanccs 
there, he removed, with aJl his Clergy, into France. 
wqere he firft laid the plan of a very noble and ge
nerous undertaking. For having affembled a great 
~oncourfe of People at • Antwerp, he made all elo-· 
quent and pathetic harangue:: againfr ,he Infidels, which 
ihfpired them with fuch an ardour, that they refolved 
upon an expedition into Afia againft the Saracen's: 
and this ex.pedition was called' a Crufade (as thofe of. 
the fame kind were like\Yife afterwards) becaufe all 
that embarked in it bore a red Crofs upon their ar
Q:lour and clothes. The chief commanders in this en
terprize were Godfrey, Euftach, and Baldwin, Counts 
of Bouillon, and t Peter the Hermit, a man held in' 
exceeding great veneration, both for his prudence 
and fanctity oUife. Many Princes and Nations con
tributed [0 it with their purfes, and numbers of pri
vate Gentlemen ferved as volunteers without any pay 
Qr ftipend: fueh an influence had Religion at that' 
time over the minds of men, animated by the exam..; 
pie of their Commanders! This enterprize was at 
firft very fuccefsful; for all Alia Minor, Syria, and' 
part of Egypt, were conquered by the Chriftians: 
and during the courie of this war, the Order of the 
K"igblJ of yerufa/em was inftituted, which frill foblifts,. 
and being in poffeffion of Rhodes.:I:, is the chief bul- ' 
wark againlt the po~er of the Turks. The Order 

fiJ-meJ to him by A (uhrequent treat'y, and fiill continues in his f.,
mily, though the ~een of HungaEY lik.ewile claims a right to thia 
Kinr;dom. 

• Machiavel is miftaken in the name of the pl:tce; it was at Cler
mont in Auvergne, where Urban harangue,' the people in 'the market
plan·. S .. e Voltaire's ~n. Hill. Vol. I. p. ~61. 

t A }'ilgrim of Amiens, firft known by the name of Coucuupietre, 
or, Cucupierte. Ibid. 

t T"ey were driven out of RhodM by tlH~ Turks, in the time of 
Soliman II. and the Emperor Cha,'les V. gave th.:m the: Ille of Malia, 
,,,hen Monfieur de I'Jlle,Adam, uncle to Anne de Montmorency, 
Confbhle of France, was their Gund Malter. And tlli$ 1I.l.md hy 

'been their c;hief Flate of,refidcnce ever finee.. . ' 
of 
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of the Knights CJ"tmplars was likewife founded in there 
times; but their manners grew fo diffillute that it was' 
foon abolilhed. Afrer thefe things, many events hap: 
pencd, in which feveralnations and divers particular 
men diftinguilhed themfelves at different times and 
upon various occaGons. The Kings of England and 
France, the States of Pifa, Venice, and Genoa, wen: 
engaged in this expedition, and acquired great repu
tation, carrying on the war with variety of fuccers, . 
till the time of Saladine the Saracen, whore valour 
and good fortune, added to the difcord that arofe' 
amongft the Chriftian Princes, at'lafr robbed them of 
the glory they had gained, and drove them out of a' 
country where they had fo happily and honourably 
maintained their footin~ for the fpace of ninety years.-

After the death of Urban, Pafcal the Second was' 
made Pope, and Henry the Fourth fu'cceeded to the 
Empire; who, coming to Rome, and prerending 
great refpea for the Pope, found means to (hut up 
both him and all his Clergy in prifon: nor could h~ 
afterwards be prevailed upon ,to .. fet him at liberty. 
again, tiH he had extorted a licence from him to dif~ 
pofe of all the Churches in Germany 1lS he pJeafed ••. 

• After the death of tbe Emperor Henl,), IV. hi. ron Henry V. be
illg deliroul to be crowned by the hands of the Pope, according t& 
the ufuaI ID:lnner, Parcal refuled to put the crown upon his bead, ex
cept be would renounce his right to the invellitures of Benefice •• But 
the young Prince difilaining ruch a propofal, caufed the Pope and bit 
Clergy. and all the principal perrons of the city of Rome to be rei'&cd, 
and k!\»t tbem in pr.fon two month •• at the end of which, the Pope 
made hiS fubmiffion and crowned bim. It is faid, that Parcal, when 

~e ve part of tbe Hoft to Henry, wbich he hatl conrecrated at Mafl, 
r: c to him in this manner: .. May it pleafe your Majelty, in con~ 

rmation of a folit! peace, and our mutual union, I ~ive you the Body 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. who was born of the Virgin Mary, and dIed 
1IpoD tbe Cror. for us, as the Catbolick Church believes." But tho 
CardiaaIs condemning this conceffion in the Pope, he revoked it in a 
counciL Hoffman fays. tbat having taken one part of the Hoft, and 
alYeD the otb~ to the Em~ror, he exprelfed himfelf thus: II Sicue 
pan bzc vivi6ci corporis dlVira eft. ita divilill lit a 'regno Chrifti do
mini noltri qui pafuim hoc violare tcntaverit;" that i., .. May he be 
ndudecl the K.ingdom of Heaven, who goea about to violate this 
acreemeot." Sigon.lib. x. But the Emperor was hardly got inloGe.-. 
_ny, when the Pope raifed tbe Saracens againlt him. by "hom bo 
... defeated, and fo"cd to 'lve up the matt~r .of IaYCilitlU'Cl. Thi. 
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S8 THE H, S T. 0 R Y Book I. 
~b0ut this time, the Countefs Ma~ilda died, and It{~ 
all her poffeffions to the Church -. After the death 
of PaCeal and Henry IV. many Popes and Emperor$ 
{ucceeded, till the Papa<:y fell to Ale~ander Ill. ~d 
the empire to Frederick Barb~ro{fa, a Suabian. 

The Popes, in that interval, had had ~n, qua .... 
rels, both with the people of Rome and the Empc.t 
rors, which grew to a frill greater height in the time 
of Barbaroffa. Frederick was an excellent foldier. 
but of fo haughty a difpofition, that he could noe 
bear the thoughts of fubmitting to the Pope I yet bo 
came to Rome tQ be crowned, and after that, return .. 
cd peaceably into Germany. But this paci6c temper 
did.not continue long; for he fpeedily returned intQ 
Italy to reduce forne towns in Lombardy t~at refufec1 
to obey him: at which junCture it happened, that tho 
~ardinal of Sr. Clement, a Roman born, was fet up 
~gainft Alexander, aAd chofen Pope by fome of tho 
f;ardinals. Upon which, Alexander complained of 
him to Frederick the Emperor, who then lay encamped 

fope excommunicated the Bilbop of Florence, (or fayi/tf Antichril 
... tbeR born. Platina. Baronius. Hen. Cani6us. • 

• Sbe was Dauibter of Boniface, Marquil of Tubay. and Bu. 
trice. tbe Daugbter of Conrade II. She waged war agalOft the,Em
peror Henry IV. in behalf of Pope Gregory VII. wbo hadpined f'lct. 
an afcendant over her, tbat by hi, perruafion, file made an abfoluto 
4onAtiol\ of_her territories to the Holy See, ref erving to berfelf onl, 
the ufufrua.dnring life, though· Henry Wal her ne,t heir. both as ~ 

. ~Iation and Lord paramount. She often led ber armies in perro" 
Againft that Prince. and got great reputation by her courage and con. 
clUB:. Her enemies accufed ber of being too familiar with Pope Gre
.lOry. Wbo was her fpiritual direB:or. He was filut up with her in tb~ 
fortrefs of Canora, near :Reg~io, in the Apennine Mountains, all the 
while that Henry IV. with hiS Emprefs and Son, were doinJ pe~Ulcti 
at bil gate, in the abiea manner before mentioned. It II true, b, 
.as tben 6xty yean old; but Matilda waa a yaung, weak woman. 
The "evout language which we find in his letters to the princers. 
COD\p.red with tbe extravapnce of bi. ambition, migbt induce f0mfi 
to fu(pea, that he made ule or Religion as a cloak to all bis palfion •• 
~01We,ef that might be, after fbe bad loft Pope Gregory, fbe marriect 
,be young Prince of Guelph, fon of Guelpb, tbe Dub of Bavaria, 
TbCn w~ feen tbe imp!udence ihe had been guilty. of inmalt41g tho 
aboyementloned do~atlon t for file was. at ~l1at time but forty-twQ -
Jears of ~e. and might rull have bad children, who muft have eD. 
PRed ill a civil war to recover their inheritance. 8ft: La~bert. tb, 
Arhot of Ufherg .... _as quoted by Baronius. in hi. AllDaia I aad Vol • .uc', ~ ~r11 VoL I. p. ~I, SOS, . - . 

. , before 
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before Crema, and received for anfwer, " that "botb 
()f them maR: come perfonally before him, and when. 
he had heard their refpeCtive prctenfions, he fhould 
be better able to judge which of them was the true 

. Pope." But Alexander being dUfatisfied with this 
anf.ert and perceiving that the Emperor was inclined. 
to favour the Antipope, immediately excommunicated 
him-and fled for refuge to Philip King of France. Fre
derick, however, frill profecuting the war in Lom
bardy, took Milan and difmantled it; which occa
lioned the Cities of Verona,. Padua, and Venice. t. 
enter imo a ()Qnfederacy for their common defence 
againR: him. 

In the mean ·time the Antipope -died, and Frede .. 
f'ick fet up Guido of Cremona in His room. The 
Homar..!, therefore, taking advantage of the Pope's 
abfence, and feein~ the Emperor.fllfficiently employed 
in Lombardy., haa not only refumed fomethmg of 
their ancient authority in Rome, duting this interval, 
bor likewife demanded obedience from other ftates 
'Which had been formerly fubjed to them. And be
uore the· Turculans refufed to acknowledge their 
jorifdittion, they marched out in a confufed and tu
multuous fort of a manner againft them: but as the 
latter wtre (ueCQuted by the Emperor, they defeated 
the Romans, and flew fo many of. them~ that after 
that time, Rome was ne~r fo rich and populous 
again as it had been before. 

This encouraged Pope Alexander. to return to tha.t 
City, where he thought he might now be rafe enough 
on account of the enmity betwixt FrederiCk and the 
Romans, and becaufe he knew his hands were full in 
Lombardy. But Frederick poftponing every other 

. .. Tubli1m ... a little territory not far (rom Rome, litoated ill 
that ~·wbioh atprefeat i. called la Campagna di Rbma. It was 
famOus for Cicero'. Villa, which it now intbe pofi"effion of tbe Borg
here family. It i. tbe feat of a BiOlop, who /till retains the name of 
Tufcala1ni. a~pllL The town of Tu(culum was deftroyed in the 
tipae or CeleftlDe III. beeaure the inhabitants tided with tho Imperial
ills, and Frd"cari built upon it. ruins about 560 yean aso. There ue 
• &rat AlIDlbcr of pallA& of ploafure ia and about ·it. 
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tonfideration, marched with his army to befiege 
~ome, where Alexandc:r did not 'think fit to wait 
for him, but retired into Puglia, of which William 
was become King by right of inheritance after the 
death of Roger. Fredenck being driven away by 
,he Plague, raifed the Liege and returned into Ger
many: and the Lombards who, had confederated 
,gainfi: him, in order to diftrefs Pavia and, Tortona, 
towns that adhered to the Emp'eror's party, built an
other city, which they ddjgned to, make their maga .. 
~ine, or place of arms, duri(lg that war, and called 
it Akxandria, in honour of the Pope '1-nd defiance of 
the Emperor .. - In the inean time, Guid«;l the Anti .. 
pope: died, and John of Fermo was fet up in his 
room, who, by the favour of the Imperi<\l party, was 
fuffc:r~d tQ reftc1e at Mootefiafcone: whilfl: Alexander 
was gone to Tufculum at the invitation of that Peo~ 
pIe, who thought his authority would protect [hem 
agaioft the Romans. , During his fray there, Ambaf
fadors C3me to him from Henry, King of England, 
to clear their Mafter of the death of Thomas B~cket, 
J\rchbilhop of Canterbury; of which he had been 
publickly, but injuriouOy accufed. To inquire intO 
the truth of this matter, the Pope feQt two Cardinals 
to Engl~nd i who, though there was no fullicient 
proof of the King's guilt, yet on account of the in
famy of th~ fact~ and becalife his, Maje-fty had not 
1hewn the Archbilhop due refpett, as they pretended. 
~njoined him far a Penance, that he fuould call all 
the Barons of his Kingdom together, and make oath 
of hi~ innocence in their prefence: that he {boule! 
immedi~tely fend two hundred foldiers to Jerufalem, ,0 be va1d by him, for twelve months, and folio", 
them in perfon thither with as great a force as he could 
raife, before the expiration of three years: and far-
(her, that he Olould not only be obliged to abrogate 
,11 atl:s that had bet'n p:tlfed in his I<ingdom to the 
prc:jUdice of the Church and Ecc1efiaftical immuni~ 
eies~ but give any of his fubjects leave to appeal to 
Ram; \l.po~ Qc;c~fion~ when(oever, a,~d as often ,&I 

. ~be, 

Digitized by Google 



Book I: OF FLORE,NCE. 
they had a mind: all which conditions were accepted 
by Henry, and that great Prince fubmitttd to a fen
tence which would be. fcorned and rf'jected i?yany 
private man at this time of day·. Neverthelefs, 
whilft the authority of the Pope was fo formidable to 
foreign Princes, he had not power enough to make 
himfelf o~yed at home; nor could he prevailupoli 
the Romans to Jet him refide in their City, though he 
promifed them not to concern himfelf about apy thing 
but what immediateJy concerned' the inte.refts of ths 
Church. From whence it feems, as if authority that 
fupports itfdf merely by appearances, is more dreaded 
at a diltance, than by thofe that are upon the f~t, 
and have an opportunity of Jooking. more narr~ly 
into the nature of it. . I 

By this time Frederick had rerurned. into Italy: 
but whilft he was making preparations to renew the 
war againft the Pope, all his Clergy and Barons threat'!' 
cned to abandon him if he did not reconcile himfelf to 
che Church: fo that he was forced to go and make hi. 
fubmiffion to the Pope at Venice, where they were -:e
conciled t. But, by an article of this accommoda
tion, his Holinefs obliged the Emperor to give up all 
the authority that he had ~t Rome, and infifted upon 

• Still more barmIer. and ridiculous was the penance or curre pro
DOUDCed UpOI) Sir William Tracey, who was faid to be the moll ae
ti"e of tbofe that were concerned in this murder. He anJ an his 
poterity were fentence.d III to ban the wind alway. in their facet, 

. whether thcy travelled by land or Water. A woeful curfe indeed, if 
it bad been effeauall From this fcrap of a Legend aroCe the olel 
foolilh pI'O,ub, . . 

- ___ .. The Tracey. 
Have alway. the wind in their faclII." 

t The haughty Pope fet his foot upon hi. neck, with this exp~r
Ion: II SUJXr afpidem " bailifcum ambulabo," ace. co I will tread 
upon the hon and adder, tbe young Iioo and ,the dragon will I tram
ple under my feet." Pfal. llci. I]. The Emperor. replr.ing, .. That 
power was given to Peter only I" he rejoined ... Et mihi " Petro i" 
,. It was Siwn to me and Peter too." Afterward. in his troubles, 
Emanuel, Emperol: of Conftantinople, fent to offer him affiftance. 
provided he would conCent to tbe R-union of the Eaftern and Wef. 
tern Empires. to which the Pope anfwered, .. Tbat be could not 
~onreDt to unite, what bit predecefrorl had taken ro much PUDI to 
cJjyjde." BaroniUl ODdcayoW'. to f.roy!; thefe 40riQ fabulous. 

! havins 
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having his ally and confederate, Williaftl, King of' 
Sicily and Puglia, included in the agree,ment. After 
which, Frederick, who was a warlike Prince and. 
lIated an inaB:ive life, embarked in the expeditioll 
10 Alia, to vent his fpirit upon the Turks, when he 
fa. he could Dot revenge himfelf upon the Pope. 
But when he had ~ as far as the banks of the Cid
ftus, a river in ClIicia, being tempted by the cleai' .. 
lIefs of its O:reams, he could not refii the pleafurc 
of bathing in them t, by which he contraB:ed fdeh a 
difordtr, that he died of it. An acddtnt that was 01 
more {ervice to the MahometlDl, than all the Pope'. 
dcommunications had been to the Chriftians: for the 
latter only curbed his. ambition, but this entirely ex
tinguifhed it. 
, After the death 01 Frederick, the Pope had no~ 
thing to ftruggle with but the inveterate obftinaty of 
the Romans: and, after long difputes about the crea
tion of Confuls, it was at 11ft agrttd, that, accord
ing to ancient cullom, they fhould have the 'priyilege 
of chufing them, but that they.fhould not enter up
on their oRice till they bad fworn obedience to the 
Church. Upon this agreement, John the Antipope 
8~d to Mont Albano, where he died foon after. 1ft 
the mean time William, King of Naples, died alfo: 
.and as he left no fonl; but Tancred, who was illegiti
matr, the Pope ddigned to have feized upon hi. 
Kingdom. The Barons, howevtr, would not confent 
to that. but made TaDcred their King. Celeftine the 
Third fucceeding to the Papacy, and being dcfirous 
to wreft that Kiagdom out of the hands ef Tancred, 
endeavoured to get Henry, who was fon to Frederick. 
chofen Emperor, and alfo promifed him the King
dom of Naples, upon condition that he fhould re· 

.,. It 1. wortbr of notice, that *ltett Aleander die Great came t. 
tTti, rinr, he alro wal (0 deli,bted with the cleanaefi of tile watert. 
that be tbtew hilllfell into it, aU cove .... .nth (Weat and datl as he 
... t by whicb he wa\ Ib lIenumMd, that it reqdiRd the utllloft Itti. 
of hi' pbyfician to recover him. Q!!. Cur. fib. iii. rca. 6. Sec tile 
tory at .arp there, .. it ia a.,." .... 1Iable G ... 

~ ftore 

Digitized by Google 



IookL OF FLORENCE. 41 
ftore fuch landa as belonged to the Church. And to 
facilitate the matter, he tOok ConftaDtia, an old maid. 
(daughter to William the late King) out of a Nua .. 
nery, and gave' him her to wife: and in this manner 
the Kingdom ot Naples paffed from the NorUlus. 
who had been the founders of it, to·the Germans. 

Henry the Emperor, having Cettled hil afFairs ia 
Germany came into Italy with his wife Conftantia. 
and a Son about four years old, whore name was Fre
derick, and without much dif&ulty took poffeftioa 
of that Kingdom; as Tancrcd vias now dead and had 
left but ODC Son, named Roger, who was an infahr. 
Not long after, Henry died in Sicay; and was-rue. 
ceedtd in that kingdom by Frederick: and Otho, 
Duke of Saxony, was choren Emper.or by the in8a. 
mce of'Inn~nt the Second. However, he had 110' 

Coouer got the Imperial Crown upon hi. head, but he 
feU out with the Popc:, contrary to the expcaation of 
.U men, feized upon Romagna, and was preparing. 
iavade Sicily: upon which, being excommunicated 
by the Pope, he was defened by everyone, and Fre. 
derick King of Naples chofen Emperor in his fteacI. 
This Frederick came to Rome to be crowned there, 
but the Pope being jealous of his power, refufed it; 
and endeavoured to thruft him OUt of'Italy, as he 
bad done Otho: a~ which, Frederick being much oft. 
fended, went into Germany, raifed an army, made 
war upon Otho, and at laft overcame him. . 

In the mean time Innocent ~ who, befides hi. 
Other magnificent works, built the Hofpital di Santo 
SpiritO at .Rome. He was fuc:ceedtd by HODOriua 
the Third: ill whofe Pontificate, the Orders of Sa. 
Dominick and St. Francis were inftituted, about the 
lear·1211;l. Tbi. Pope crowned Frederick, to w!lom 
John (defcended from Baldwin, King of Jerufalem, 
"ho'commanded the remainder of the Chriftians'in 
Ana. anEl Rill retained that title:) gave one of hi. 
daugh~n in marriage, and tbe title of that Kingdom 
in dower with' her, which the Kines of Naples have . 
borne ever nnte. Italy was then circumftanced in 

this 
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this manner. The Romans no lon~r apPointed Con
fuh~ bun; mvetlpd t~JmetiRJ3eS ppe, t~meii~es morp of 
the ~Senators with the fame authority. The confede
ncy ftill "pto w:he fiJllowmg pitieJ of 
Lombardy had entered againft Frederick Barbaroffa, 
nailkdy, Milani' Biekiai Jnd Maema, In ith moil: of 
thofe in Romagna, befides Verona, ViC!enza, Padua, 
and The thas: tooiJ ZRiith 
peror, were Cremona, Bergamo, Parma, Reggio. 
Modpna" end Trentp.phe dtieJ Jnd iJ~?rtrddcs 
of Lombardy, Romania, and the Marca Trevigiana, 
fidpd fomPtimPJ widn opp panty, fpmC[imes 
the odler, as it beft fuited their intereft. 

hz the Jpigp pf pne dzelipo cpme 
to fettle in Italy. This man's grandron, whofe name 
wan Hltepnife bpPomiz2iJ anY pos"npr
flil, joined the~ party of Fre~erj~k, ,in oppofition to 
the Pope anY It wps bd 3Pftlgnt30n ,?,nd ptPftap"zc, 
that Frederick invaded Italy, took Verona and Man
tuw difkl3pntkd Vii~pnzfi feilld dedlPt
cd the army of the Confederates, and advanced to-

Tnfcald; Ynring which time mpde 
hjm~f~lf mafter of la Mar,ca Trevigia!1a~ But they 
coutY not take FeJJJra, It wps dltenPJp bJ Aznilne 
de Efte, and fame fories which the Pope had In Lorn .. 
bariJn:' rePilmpence whinh fiJrvipn, a~ fooe as 
the Liege was raifeh. his Holinefs gave ~ that City in 
fee to flid An:;s;onp" whom are de-
{ceniJed are 1 ,ords of it at this day • After 

Frederick t0k hiJ head~quJJters 
behzg dd1reuJ to himfelf maiter of Tufcany : 
and by the diftintlion which he madn bets,lixt his 
frlelnds gppotfd iJim, . railed fuch 
difcords and animalities amoniJft them afKnrWls,d~ 

• Thil fief retumed t~ the Church in'the time of Henry IV, King 
f)f Pnince~ .. ,~ ho rrPores:5 to Pfc:mec:r nIII, npon the dc:c:th of AI. 
pbonfo 11. ~Wuke' of Ferrara"in I 598, without hei ... male; though it 
was claimed by the Duke of Modena, a t~ritory that was e~ed 
into Dutzc:tzombb thSj tfR1perc:r Fc:rJerics" HI. rHz, tavon5 ef 
Borfo d'Efte, whofe~family have been in poffeffion of it ever fince. 
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proved the ruin of all Italy: for th,e two fatlions -of 

, Guelphs and Ghibelines increafed every day, the for
mer fiding with the Church, the other with the Empe- . 
ror, and were firft called by thofe names at the, City 
of Piftoia. When Frederick left Pifa, he made futh 
terrible havock and devaftation in the territories of the 
Church, that the Pope, having no other remedy. 
proclaimed a Crufade againft him, as his predeceJfors 
had done againft the Saracens: and Frederick, for 
frar of being left deftitute, and fuddenly deferted by 
bis own forces, as Barbaroffa' and other fanner Em
perors had betn upon the like emergencies, took a 
large body of Saracens into his pay, and to attach 
them more firmly to him, and firengthen his OPPO
fition to the Pope in Italy, by troops that defpifed his 
maltdiClions, he gave them Nocera, that fo when 
mey faw they had a place of their own whither. they 
could retreat upon occafion, they might ferve him 
with more confidence and fecurity. 

Innocent the fourth was now ~de Pope; who be. 
ing afraid of -Frederick, retired to Genoa, and from 
thence into France, where he afi'embled a Council at 
Lyons, at which Frederick defigned to have been 
FfcDe himfclf, if he had not been prevented by a re
~Ilion that broke out in Parma: and, not fuc;ceed
ing in his attempts to fupprefs ie, he marched away 
iDto Tufcany, and from thence tranfported himfelf 
into Sicily, where he died not long after, leaving his 
own fan Conrade in Suabia, and Manfred his na
tural fan in Puglia, whom he had before made Duke 
of Benevento. But Conrade coming to tak~ poffer. 
fion of the Kingdom, was feized with an illnefs at 
Naples and died there, leaving only one fan behind 
him in Germany. whofe name was Conradine. Man
fred therefore in the firft place, took the government 
of the Kingdom upon bim, as guardian to Conradine, 
during his minority ~ and afterwards giving out that 
tbe young Prince was dead, made himfelf King, and 
fon:ed the Pope and the Neapolitans, who oppofed it, 
to acknowledge him. . -

During 

Digitized by Google 



THE HISTORY Book t. 
DUl'iog thefc difturbancea in that Kingdom, there 

ltkewife arofe great commotions and di1fcnfions in 
Lomblrdy, becwixt the Gue1phs and the Ghibelincs 
there. The GueJphs were headed by a Legate from the 
:rope; and the Ghibelines by Ezelino, who had got 
potfe&ion of almoft all that part of Lombardy, whICh. 
lies on the othu fide of the Po. And as the City of 
Padua had revolted whilli he was engaged in this 
war, he caufed twelve thoufand of the .Paduans to be 
put to death, but died himfelf before the war was
ended, in the thinieth' year of his age: after which •. 
aU the territories that had beell in his hands reca
.. ered their liberty *. Manfred King' of Naples, 
however, continued at enuUty with the Church, as 
his predecetrGr8 had done, and kept Urban the foonh, 
who then filled the Pontifical chair, in fuch continua} 
alarm, that he was obliged to fet up another ero
fade, and to retire to Perugia, till he could affemblo 
his forces. But finding that few came. in and very 
Sowl,,· alld thacmore powerful fupplaes were ne
cetrary to reduce him to reafon, he applied to 
Lewia·t King of France for affiftance, (whore bro
ther, Charles of Anjoo, t he made King of Naples 
and Sicily) and exhorted him to come into Italy to 
take poffeffion of that. Kingdom. But the Pope died 
hefore the arrival of that Prince at Rome, and was 
fuccceded' by Clement the fourch; in whefe timet 
Charles- Clame' to Oftia with, thirty gallics, having· ap. 
pointed the reft: of hi$ forces to march thither b, 
land. During tho ilay that he made at Rome, the 
RomUlI; out of compliment, conferred the fenatorial 

, 

•. Paulu, Javia fays, ill< bit ElDaies. he wa. ,oae of the .ofl barba
roUi TyralU' that eveP lived, kuling man,. WQm:m, or child, ll{I!?a 
the leai offence, and fometime. without any at all. The pundb:' 
IDeDtI au tortlJHl.o he iat.eated, were fllcb as ad neyer bee. bear. 
~ before. After he hat! excrcifed every kiAd . of cruller DpOIl mao. 
Jund, for the fpace of for~ years, he was wounded and taken pri':' 
feller by the confederate" Prill.. of Lombardy, in attemptiftg_ t6 
laUe hmtii:lf maftcl"o£ Milan I and beiuK carried ,to Soncillo, be ctied 
lUad tbere in I u,; fo that be mud have lived milch loop tUn M.. 
dfiatel faJa beclfd: 

t Lewis lX. commonly called St. Lcwil.· 
s· Dig~ 
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Dignity UPO-D him, and the Pope confirmed him in 
his Kingdom, on condition, that he tbould yearly 
PlY the fum ofifty thoufand ftorias to the Church: 
but at tbe rame time publiJhed a Decree tbat neither 
Cltarles, JlOr any Other tbat fbould fucceed him i,,· 
that Kingdom, fhoold be capable of being Rmparor. 
After which, Charles adval • .:ed againft Manfred, 
WbolD he routed . and killed near BcneveDllO, and 
took poH"eRioIl oftbe Kingdom of Naples and Sicily. 
But Conradine, to whom that Kingdom of right be
Icmged. by his father's will, having raifed a good . 
body of forces in Germany, marc:bed. into- lealy againlt 
Charles, by whom he was engaged at Tagliacozzo, 
and not only defeated, but taken, and afterwards 
killed, as he. was endeay~uring 10 make his dape· 
ia difguife. 

After thi~ Italy continued ia peace till the Polld.', 
Jicatc of Adrian the Fifth, who. DOt· being able to
bear that Charles ihould continue at Rome, and rul.; 
f:!Itry tbing t~, as he did, by vinue-of his Senatore. 
IUp, removed to Viterbo, and iiliicited Rodotph .... 
me Emperor to march 'into Italy againi\: him.. In IIIia: 
manner, the Popes, fometimes. in defence af ·Reli
gion, fometimes to gratify their. own private intereit. 
and ambition, were continuallycaUing fortign PrinceS' 
iaro Ibly, to foment new wars: and no fooner h~ 
they exalted one of them, but they iramediattly re ... 
pentcd of what they bad'done, and endeavoured._ 
pull him down ap.in: nor wooW they {uffer that pro
Yince, which .yet they were not able !to fubdue tbern-. 
!rlva, to be· quietly enjoyed .by any bod, eJfct. -So 
that the Princes of it wen:.. in continual dread of- them, 
alpedally as tbe Pope. always got the better of them .. 
tither by,force or fraud, if they were not out.JOhemed. 
as Boniface tbet. eigktb, and fome odam of them. 
WI'e.by the Emperors, ·uadcr·the·m.ik of fricladthip~ 

Rodolph"," being detained by· a war, that h~-wa 
eagaged ill wi'" the King of Bohemia, was Rot ac 
lcifwe to come iiJto Italy, till after the detach of Adn.m. 

. wbore {QQceffol' in tbe Papacy. wq Nichol. UL· of 
the: 
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the family of U rfini, a bold and ambitious man, and 
determined at all events to humble the power of 
Charles: f-or which purpofe, he contrived, that Ro
dolphus the Emperor !hould complain of Charles for 

.' keeping a governor ill Tufcany, wbo fided with. and 
fupported the fatl:ion of, the Guelphs in that pro
vince, where they had been re-eftablilbed by him af-
ter the death of Manfred. To oblige the Emperor 
therefore, Charles recalled that governor, and the 
Po~ fent one of his Nephews, who was a Cardinal, 
to take poffeffion of it for the Emperor: in return 
for which favour, the ~mperor reftored Romagna to 
the Church, which had been taken from it by his • 
Predeceffors; and the Pope made Bertoldo U mni, 
Duke of Romagna. . And now thinkinghimfelf 
ftrong enough to cope with Charies, he degraded 
hUn from 'his &natorial dignity, and made a Decree, 
that for the future, noperfon of royal extraction' 
fhould ever be a Senator of Rome. He likewife 
formed a {ecret defign., in concert with Peter, King 
of Arragon, to deprive Charles of Sicily; which af-' 
ttrwards took effect in the time of his fucceffor. He 
farther intended to have made two Kings, of his own" 
family; one of LombardY9 the other of Tufcany; by 
whore power and affiftance the Church might prevent 
any more Germans from coming into Italy, and de
fend itfelf againft the French that were already fet
tied in the Kingdom of Naples. But he died before 
thefe ends could be accomplHhed, and was the 6rft 
Pope that openly avowed his ambition, and !hewed 
tbat under a" pretence of advanCing the interefts of 
tbe Church, he only defigned to aggrandize his own" 

" family. And though no mention is made of the Pope's 
Nephews, or other relations before this time, yet fuc
~eeding hiftory is full of thern, and we muft confider 
them henceforth as their. fons: for as the Pontifs for.
merly endea~oured to leave them ,Princes, they would 
DOW leave them Popes, if they could, and make the 
Papacy hereditary. But the principalities which they 
have hitherto ereaed, have been of 1hort duration: 

, for 
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for as tbe Popes are commonly old men before their 
exaltation, and fe1dom live long after it, the ftates 
which they found have not fufficient time to eftablilh 
themfelvcs9 and therefore are blown down by the 
firft gu{\: of wind, for want of ftrength and authority 
to fupport them. 

This Pope was fucceeded by Martin the Fourth, 
who being a Frenchman born, favoured the party of 
Charles in fuch a manner, that Charles fent an army 
to his amnance in Romagna, which had rebelled: 
but as he lay encamped before Forli, Guido Bonatti, 
an aftrologer, who was rhen in the town, advifed 
the Garrifon to make a faJly at a particular hour ap
pointed by him, which fucceeded fo well, that all 
the French forces were either taken or killed. A boue 
this time, the deOgns that had been formed by Pope 
NicholaS, and Peter King of Arragon, were put in 
czecution: in confcquence of which, the Sicilians ~ 

• Moft writen agree. that Nicholas 111. died of ID apoplexy at S,,~ 
tri, two ycars before tbi, event happened. Platina, Du Cherne, Bzo~ 
'lias, who continued tbe Annals of Baroniul down to bi. own time. 
Raynald. in Annal. Ludovic. JaCClb. Bibliotbec. Pontific. Voltaire 
fays in his General Biftory of Europe, Vol. I. p. 313. .. It i. the ge. 
nem opinion, that a Sicililn Gentleman, whore name was John of 
Procida, difguifed in the habit of a Francifcan Friar, laid tbat fa
mous con(piracy, by which every Frencbman in tbe iRand was to be 
malfacred at the fame hour in the evening ot Elfter SundaJ uh. 
upon ringing the bell for Vefpcn. It i, certain, that tbis Jobn of 
Procida had prepared tbe minds of ,tbe people in Sicily for a revo
lution I that he had been negotiating at Cunftantinople, an,l ill tbe 
kingd.m of Arragon; and tbat Peter, Kin; of Arragon, Manfi-ed'. 
fan in law, had entered intn an alliance wltb the Grecian Emperor 
againft Charle.-()f Anjou: but it is not at all prohable that the Sici. 
lian Vefpers (a. tbat MaITaere w~s afterwards caUed) was a preme
dItated confpiracy. If there had been any plot formed" it mull have 
been put in execution chiefly in the kingdom of Nlp1es; and yet not 
one Frenchman wu killed there. Malafpina relates, that a French
man, wbofe Name was Droguet. \\'as attempting to ravi/h a woman 
at Palermo, at the very time when tbe people were going to Vefpers I 
tbe woman cried out j the peop!!: flocked to her affiftance, and killed 
the Frenchman. The lirlt emotion of priyate revenge awakened the 
general hatred, and the Sicilian" elicited by John of Procida, cried 
out to extirpate the enemy: upon which. they put every Frenchman 
ther f"\lnd an Palermo to the fword. The fury, which polTelTed the 
brAa of .,ery native. produud the fame effKt throughout the whole 
Illand. Itia raid. tbey ripped 0l,en the bellies of pregn:.nt women, 
_. pinette( out the ~u.. »yet unfonlled I and that tbe very re-
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nufi"acred aU the French in that Hlind, at\d Peter 
made himfelf mafter of· it,· ·under a pretence that it 
Mlonged to him, in'right of his'wife ConJbniia, as 
daughter of Manfred. Soon· after, Chirles died 
.hilft he· was· carrying on· a: new .war for the: recovery 
of ir, leaving his fon Charles the Second, in Sidly, 
where he had been taken prironer during tfk courie 
of that war, but wAs let at liberty upori his parole. 
t.flat he would return to bis'confinem~nt there at the 
expiration of three ~ars. if he did not, ~efore that 
'ir\1e~ prevail upon the· Pope to conlkm the Kingdom 
ef Sicily to the HOllfe of Arragon .. Rodo,lphus the 
Emperor, inftead of coming into Italy himfelf; to re
trieve dlCt reputation of the Imperial inns, fent· a, 

, cominiffary thither, with full· PQwer to eman~ip'ate 
fuch cities as would buy their freedom: upon which 
mny cities ranfomC'd themfelvesi and ehanged their 
laws· and form, of government. when ,they bad re-
gained their liberty. ,. 

Afterthis, Adolphus, Duke of Saxony. fucceeded 
to the .Fmpire. and Pietro del Murene (who affumed 
~he n·ame of Celeftine) to the Papacf: but as· he 
-had been a Her'mit" and was wholly gtvenupto de
votion, he abdicated the Ponfificate at the end of 

,fIx month~, and Boniface VIII. was eleacd. in his 
'room; 'But Heaven ordaining that Italy 1hould one 
·~ay be delivered ftom the yoke, both of the French 
and the .Gc:rmans, and left entirely: ·jn the hands of 
h~r,own fons, gracioufly raifed up the Colonniand 
Urfini, twoO great and very powerful families in 
Rome, to bridle the Popes, and keep them .ithio . . . .. ,.' 

Jigious themf,lves murdered· their, female penitents of the French 
nation., It is likewife a/llrmed, t~1t only one G.entiell)3ll, a Pro
.venljal, whofe name was Des Porce:lIets, efcaped the general fla\l8bter. 
,And yet it is vel)' certain, that the f;overnor or Meffina~ with all hi • 
• garriTon, withdrew from the'IOand into the kiagdom of Napl"." 
" It would be no unplea(;lIlt amurement to compare thofeparts of 
Voltaire's General Hiftory tbl! relate· to the affairs of Italy, with this 

,firlt book of the Hiftory of Flor~nce. wllich is only to ,be c:onfidered 
as a fllmmary acconnt. He illuminates thore da/'k times, whic:hate 
'the fubjeEl or it, with many firiking rem:uks and obfcrvatiolll" ill, hi, 
ufual manner. 

~due 

Digitized by Google 



Book I. 0 F P LOR ENe E. 61 
due bounds by their authority and near neighbour
hood, and to prevent them, when frc:ed ,from the ter .. 
ror of foreign enep1ies, from eltabliihing themfelves 
iD the power they ufurped. Bonifacoe, therd"ore, who 
was fOOD fen6ble of tbi! thorn in his fide, appJied 
himfelf with great zeal and dilisence to fupprefs tho 
Colonni, lirft excommunicating, and then proclaim
ing • Crufade againft them. which indeed did them 
fome injury, but was much more prejudicial to the 
Church,: for thofe fwords which had ~en drawn to 
maiMain and defend the chriftian faith, and had done 
great and bonourable fervice, foon loft their edge and 
became ufelcfs, when they were turned againft Chrif
tians, 01)1, to fatiace private intereft and ambition: 
fo that by degrees, the Popes were left weak and de
fencdefS. Two of the Colonni, who were Cardinals, 
he ckgraded: and Sciarra, the head of that family, 
Sying from his fury in difguife, was taken by Catalan' 
Corfairs, and forced to row in their GaBies like a 
common nave; but being known at MarfeilJes, he 
was ranfomed and fent away to Philip. King of 
xlaoce, whom Boniface had excommunicated and 
~rived of his Kingdom. Upon this, Philip con
'1idCring that in all open wars with the Popes, he had 
,conftantJy been a lofer, and eften in great dangtr of 
being unerly ruined, now rffolved to proceed In an
~thcr manner, and to have recourfe to ftratagem. In 
-confequence of which, he pretended to fubmir, and 
entered into a treaty of reconciliation with the Pope-: 
but whilft it was carrying on~ . he privately fent Sciarra 
into Italy, who arriving at Anagni (where the Pope 
tben refidcd) gathered his friends tog~ther in the 
Bight, feized upon his Holinefs's perfon. and made 
bim prifoner. - And tbough he was fet at liberty again 
by the people of that town, yet fuch was his rage and 
indignalion at this difgrace, that he died diftrllCted 
foon after. This Boniface inftituted the firft Jubilee 
'in the yeat 1300, and made a Decree that it fhould 
be celebrated every hundred years e. 

o • It i. {aid of Boniface VIlt. that he entered ehe Pontifi('8t& like. 
Foil., Rilned like a Lion, aad dic;d like. Do,. as Celeftine V. hu pre-
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In there limes, the difcords between the Guelph 

and Ghibeline fa8:ions produced great troubles in 
Italy, which being abandoned by the Emperoors. 
many States recovered their liberties, whilft others. 
on the contrary, were feized upon, and ufurped by 
different mafters. Pope Benedif.t: XI. reftored the 

decefTor, bad propbefied. He perfuaded Celeftine. tbat be would 
certainly be damned if be c!id not refign the Papacy too fome ~rfon 
more capable of governing the chnrch tban himfelf. U~n which 
~Ieftine abdicated, alld Benedia Caietano Cas tbi. Pontlf was be
fore called) havillg got himfelf eleBed Pope, immediately fent Ce
lefline to prifon, where he died. Platina (ays, that bendes his own 
rer(ualions, be bribed a perron to (peak thul to him through a hole 
In the wall of his Oratory, by means of a hollow Cltlle, CI Celeftine, 
Celelline, dimitte Papatum, Ii via falvu. fieri I negotium fupra vires 
cit," i. e. CI Celeftine, Ce1elline, refign tbe Papacy, If thou haft any 
r<:gard fOI· thy (alvation j the burden is too hClWY for thee I·t which 
the limple good man, taking it for a voice from Heaven~ immedi
ately obtyed and abdicate~. 

He provoked Philip the Fair, of Fnnce, to fucb a degree, by hi, 
b:lllghty and infoJent behaviour, that he refolved to compel him by 
force to appear before a council which he defigned to a!femble at Lr.-
0<)"5; and foa· thai purpofe, (ent Sciarra Colonni into Italy, with Wtl
ham No~aret his ccnfidallt, and one of his generals; who having 
treated with the Ghibelille~, ellteaed Allagni. where he then was, ana 
took him. Hoffman (ays, that in a (ynod and parliament, called by 
Philip, he was acculed of Simony, Murder, U!ury. Atheifm, Adul
'tery. and undelohand treaties with the Saracen.. When he was taken 
by Nogaret, the French general,o who threatened to carry him to' 
Lyon., "Ohere he nlould be ,legraded by the council I he [aid, •• he 
was not to b( frightened at the threats of a Paterin." Upon which, 
the f.lid general Itruck him on the face with his gauntlet, and taking 
hJm by the neck, forced him to Roml', where he ditd (oon after. 
fi-antick, and gnawing his flefh oft' his hands "ith his teeth. Span

°heim adds, that when his Bull arrived in Francc,oin which he a!ferted. 
that he was lupreme Lord in all temporal. as Ivell a~ fpiritual con

.cerns, and that Philip held his kipgdom of him; the lame was pub
°lickly burnt by order of the Parliament of Paris, and by tbe a!fembly 
of the States of the Kingdom that fame year, who vehemently pro

° telled againft the Papal \llill·pations and encroachments in the refer
vaotien and cullation of Eenefices, taxillg the Clergy, &c. lind that 
the king wrote thus to him, in anfwer to his Letter: " Philippus 

, Dei gratia Francorllm Rex, Bonifacio fe gerenti pro fummo Pontifice, 
lillutem modicam feu nullam. Seiat m:sxima tua Fatuitas, in Tem-

° poraliblls nos aliclli non fubelTe, Eccleuarum & PJozbendarum Colla
tionem ad nos jure regio pertinere, &Co fecus autem credentes fatnOl 
& dementes reputamIlS." I. e. " Philip, by the Grace of God, King 
uf France, to BOlliface, the prete'lded Pope, little or no greetinJ. 
Be it known unto your Foolilhnefs. that we are fllbjefl: to nOlle In 

° Temporals, and tbat the Collatioll to Churches and Prebends belon!;, 
to Ui alone by our royal prerogative; and tl10fe who think otberwile. 
\'I°e account fools and madmen. &c." This Pope wu a man oflearn

- ins, and publilbtd many works, which are 1till extant. 
Houfe 
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Houfe of Colonni to their former dignity, and not only : 
abfolved King Philip, hut gave him his bleffing. He 
was fucceeded in the Papal Chair by Clement V, who 
being a Frenchman, removed his Court into France, 
in the year 1~06'*. In [he mean time, Charles the' 
Second, King of Napl:s, was dead, and had left the', 
Kingdom to his fon Robert. The Empire "alfo was· 
devolved to Henry of Luxembourg, who came to' 
Rome to be crowned, though the Pope was not there. 
Upon his arrival, many commotions enfued in Lom
bardy: for all the baniOled perfons, whether Guelphs 
or Ghibelines, were returned [0 their former habita- ' 
tions, and daily confpiring to fupprefs each other; 
which 6J1ed all that province with tumult and diftrac-" 
tion, notwithftanding the emperor ufed his utmoft en
deavours to prevent it. 

Removing therefore out of Lombardy~ by way of 
Genoa. he came to Pita, with a defign to have driven1 

King Robert out of Tufcany; but not fucceeding in 
that, he went to Rome, where he {laid but a few' 
days: for the Urfini, with the affiftance of King Ro'
bert, forced him to return [0 Pifa; where, in order 
to make war with greater fecurity and convenience 
upon Tufcany, and to wreft the government of it 
out of Robert's hands, he caufed it to be invaded 
on the other fide by Frederick, King of Sicily. But 

• At the coronation of this Pontif, in the, Church of St. Julius at 
Lyons, November 14, 1;05, where Philip the Fail', Charlea of Valois 
hiS brother, aDd feveral other Pl'jllccs affifted, a Gallery that was 
overloaded with fpeaators, broke down, and killed Jobn II, Duke of 
Bretagne, Gaillard (the Pope's brother) and many othen: the King 
and hIS brother lik:wife were much burt; tbe tiara fell from Cle
megt's bead j and a jewel of great price wal loft out of it; from' 
wbence the omen-dealers of thofe times, formed a fad prefage, al it 
is faid, of tbe misfortunes tbat bere! Italy in his reign by tbe civil 
wan, occaJjoned by bi, removing tbe See to AVignon, where it re-
mamed fewentyyean • a period called by the'Italians, .. the Captivity 
of Babylon." Poffevin. ~nebrard. . 

Juft fucb another prefage was formed by fome Englilh Seers, -heD 
oW' King Charles tbe Firft·s ftllndafd was blown down at Notting. 
ham, and the head of his cane fell off at his trial.-Sad prefages in· 
deed, and fad prefager.! yet tbefe circumftancel, trivial as they are. 
b.ve not been thought \Ulwortby of reladog by fome of OW' Aif..,. 
riau of the firft raak. 
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in the midft of thefe defigns, and at a time when he 
had the greateft hopes of fuecefs. he fuddenly died, 
and was fueeeeded in the empire by Lewis of Bavaria.· 
About this time, John the Twenty-recond - was 

. created Pope, in whofe Pontificate. the Emperor car
ried on a continual perlecution againft the Guelphs 
and the Church: but King Robert and the Floren
tines interpofing in their defence, great wars enfued 
jf) Lombardy, under the condua of the Vifconti~ 
againft the Guelphs; and under that of Caftruccio 
Caftrac.lni, of Lucca. againft the Florentines in Tuf
canr. And as the family of the Vifconti were the 
founders of the Dukedom of Milan, which was af
terwards one of the five principal States in Italy, it 
may not be amifs perhaps to -trace their original a lit-
tle higher. I 

After the aformlentioned confederacy amongft the 
cities of Lombardy, for their common defence 
againft Frederick Barbarolfa, Milan, ri6ng again out 
of its ruins, likewife entered into that league, to take 
revenge for the injuries it had fuftained: which put 
a ftop to the Emperor's· career, and for 'a while {up
ported the Pope's party in Lombardy. In the courle 
of thofe wars, the: family of the Torri grew very pow-

• After the death of Clement V. the See tontlnuecl vacaat above two 
,.eart: fOr the Cardinals, afiembled at Carpentras, could not agree in 
the choice of a new Pope. Philip the Long, therefore, Earl of Poic
tiert, and afterwards King of France, by order of bis brother uwil 
X. went to Lyont. to get the Chair filltd if peflible: for wb;ch pur
pofe, after he had ufed ail the an and addrefs he was IMfter of, 'Witb 
the Cardinals there, he at lal1: Ibut them up in a cnnvent of !be Ja. 
eobinel, and protelhd he would never let them out till they htd cho
ten a Pope. At the end of forty days, they began to ~ to rired of 
~eir confinemm-t, that tbey agreed to> leave the choice to Cardinal 
James d'OI1il, Bilbop of Port, who imnvdiatety faid, ,. Ego {urn 
»apa i" " then I'll be your Pope I"J to the general farisfaflion of aU 
the refi:. He was a Mtive of Cahan in Q.IIa'ci, Ind (on pr Amaud 
d'OII"'a, a poor Sboemaker 4 but A man wen leamed lOr thole times. 
eTpecially in the Civil and Canon LUr. Jt-i. (aid, he len twmty~ 
.i~t million. of Ducats, and fevehtee'ft bundred th~f.,nd F10rinl 
or gold in the trcafury of the Church, whm he died. He .puttJillrea 
an Edi£i in 13"~ whertin he declared an there obftinate Heretidt., 
.,.bo aAirmed, II that l'hrift and hi. Difciplel had notbin~ which th~ 
,c~r~ call their own ;. and forbad all difplRC' upon tbat point in tb. 
{,~ofl •• '· Nau~le,us. Pu ChefllO. . . 
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~, incnafing' their reputation more and more 
~ery day, whiUl: the authority of the .Emperors was 
of no great wcisht in thofe parts. But Frederick the 
Second coming IDto haly, and the Ghibeline f~aian 
being reinforced by the affiftance of Ezelino, lxg~n 
to gain ground in al1 the cities, and particularlY.I 
Milan, where the Houfe of Vifconti fiding with thar 
party, drove the Torri out Qf that city •. But they did 
Dot long cOIJtinqe in that conditioll; for by an agree
ment.made betwixt the Emperor and the Pope, th~ 
were fui"er«d to return thither: And afterwards, 
when tbC Pope was removed with his court Inta 
France, . and Henry of Luxembourg came to Rome to 
be crow~, he was received into Milan by Maff.o 
Vifconti and Guido deJJa Torre, ~ho at that time 
were the beads of [hafe twO families. 

Notwithftan~ing this, Maffeo fecredy defigned to 
avail himCeJf of the Emperor's prtfcnce to drive Guido 
out of the City once more, which he thought woulcl 
be no difficult matter, as he was an enemy to the Im- . 
perial faCtion: for which purpofe he took advantage 
of the murmprs and complaints of the People againt: 
the infolcnt behaviour of the Germans, privately ~IJ
couraging and perfuading thrm to. take up arms an. 
free themfelves from the yoke of thofe Barbarian •• 
After he had di{pofed things in a proper manner for 
the .ext:£ution of his defign, he caufed a tumult to be 
raifed by one of his confidants: upon which, the 
·wbole toWn was immediarely in an uproar againft the 
.GermaDl. And no fooner was the tumult begun, 
but Maffeo, with his fans, fervanu, and partifaDS 
were in arms, and ran to the Emperor, alTuring him 
it was raifed by the Torri, who, not content to liv}: 
in a private condition, fOlPented thefe infurr~cti~lDS. 
in order co wrefl the city of Milan out of his hand!, 
by which they tnought to ingratiatethcmfc)ves with 
the Guelphs, and fo btcome Princ~s of it: exhort
ing him at the fame time, .however, to be of goo~ 
~opragc, for they and tbeir friends were both able 
and ready to defend .him at all events, provided he 
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was not wanting to himfclf. The Emperor believing 
every thing to be true that Maffeo had infinuated, 
immediately joined his forces with .thole of the Vif
conti, and fell upon the Torri, who were difperfed 
up and down the city to com pore the tumult: and 
having killed fuch of them as fell into their hands, 
they banifhed the relt and feized upon their eftates. 
So that Maffeo Vifconti having by thefe means made 
himfclf, as it were, Prince of Milan, was fucceeded 
in the government of it by Galeazzo and Azzo; and 
they by Luchino and Gionnni, the latter of whom 
was afterwards Archbilhop of that city. I.uchino 
died firft· and left two fons, Bernabo and Galeano. 
Galeazzo dying . not long after, left one fon named 
Giovanni Galeazzo, commonly caUed the Count di 
Virtu, who, after the death of the Archbifhop, treach
erouOy murdered his uncle Bernabo, made himfelf 
fole Prince, and was the firft that took upon him the 
title of Duke of Milan·. He left two fons, Philip 
and Giovanni Maria Angelo, the latter of whom was 
killed by the people of Milan: fo that the govern
ment fell into the hands of Philip alone, and he dying 
without male iifue, the Du'kedcm was transferred from 
the Houfe of the Vifconti to that of the Sforza's, 
the manner and oecalion of which (ban be more par
ticularly related in its proper place.. In the mean 
time we mull: refume the thread of our narration. 

Lewis the Emperor came into Italy to encourage 
his party and to receive the Crown: and wanting a 
handle to extort money from the Milanefe, whiUt he 
was there, he prelend~d he would leave them to en-

• The arcbbilbop was mnc:h {ncb anotber monfler al Ezelino, and 
the Count was very little better; yet he was called a Saint. Philip de 
Comine.lay., Mem. I. vii. P.451. That when he was at Pavia, the 
Carthulians Ihewed him hi, body, at leaft lIis bones, depouted in a 
plac:e near the c:haneel, and higher than the chief altar in their COQ
vent, to which they went lip by a ladder; and one of tbem calling 
him Saint, be a&ed him loftly. why he gave him that title, fince he 
could lee the arms of leveral Cities paintrd rOllnd his tomb, that he 
,had either lllilrped, or had no right to? In anCwer to which, the 
Friar whirpen:d in his ear, .. in this country we ~iye the title of 
piat to all {"om wbom we receivQ al\l benefit," 
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Book I. OF FLORENCE. 57 
joy their former libenies, and aCl:l1ally threw the 
Vifconti into prifon. But afterwards, at the media
tion of Caftruccio Caftracani of L\Jcca, he rcleafed 
them, marched forwards to Rome, and made Pierro 
della Corvara Antipope, (on purpofe to create frcfh 
troubles and difturbances in Iraly) by whofe autho
rity and the power of the Vifconti, he thought h~ 
fhouJd be {hong enough to humble his enemies both 
in Tufcany and Lombardy. But the death of Ca
ftruccio, which happened juft at that time, put an 
end to his hopes, and gave a fatal turn to "his affairs. 
for Pira and Lucca immediately rebelled upon it, and 
the Pifans feizing upon the -Antipope, fent him pri
foner to the Pope "in France: fo that the Emperor. 
defpairing of his affairs in Italy, foon quitted it and 
returned into Germany. He was hardly gone before 
John, King of Bohemia, came into Italy with an 
army, at the invitation of the Ghibelines of Brefcia, 
and took poffeffion both of lhat city and Bergamo. 
The Pope (how well feever he diffembled it) was not 
difpleafed at his coming, and therefore his Legare at 
Bologna, privately favoured him, looking upon him 
as a proper infirument to prevent the Emperor's re
turn. Thefe proceedings entirely changed the condi. 
lion and circumftances of Italy: for the Florentines 
and King Robert, feeing that the Legate privately 
abetted the attempts of the uhibeline faction, declared 
themfelves enemies to aU fueh as were favoured by 
the Legate and the King of Bohemia: and many 
Princes without ~gard to either faaion, affociated 
themfelves with them, amongft whom were the fami
lies of Vifconti and Scali *, Philip Gonzaga of Man
tua, and thofe of Carrara and Efte; for which the 
Pope excommunicated them all, and the King being 
terrified at this confederacy, went home again to 

• Thefe Scali were Princes or Verona. and tbe anceftors of ]ofeph 
ud Julius C;efar Scaliger, fo well known to the world for their great 
erudition and many admirable works. Jofepb bad a patent from the 
Frencb King, in which he is acknowledged the ri&br heir to Julius, 
and JuliUJ owned as Prince of Verona. 
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raife mort forces. But at his retufO into f taJy with a 
larger army, he ftill found the enterprize fo difficult 
that he abandoned it, and marched back into Bohe
lilia, though much to the diffatisfaB-ion of the Le
gate, leaving garriCQns only in Reggio ~nd MQdena, 
and recommendine: Parma to the care of Marfilio- and 
Pietrio de Rom, two of the mol· powerful men in 
that city- As ·foon as he was gone, Bologna likewifc 
ent.red into the league, and the confederate$ divid~ . 
the four cities that ftill adhered to the Church ;lQ10ngO: 
themfelves: the Scali had Patma, the Gon~agi Reg
gio, ..the Efti Modena, and Lucca fell to the Flo~n. 
tiDes. But many differences enfued upon this parti
tion, which, for the moft pan, were afterwards c;om· 
pored by the Venetians. 

It may feem ftrange perhaps to fome, that .mangLl 
.11 dte other occurrences and revolutions whic;h hap
pened in Italy, I have not made any mention of the 
VCftCtians before, although their power al)d ran~ 
place them above any other republic or principalhy 
In that country. But-to put an end to their womkr • 
• nd to {hew my reafons for this omiffion, it is neceC
fary fo look a good way back, that fo the origin, and. 
foundation of that ftate may be the mor~ clearly .; 
kaown to every one, and what were ·the motjves tha~ 
fo loog refirained thern from intc:rfering in the JffaiTlI 
of It.ly. 

Attila, King of the HUI¥, Baving laid fiege t9 
Aquileia. the inhabitants after an obftjnat~ defenatt 
being reduced to great diftrefs, and defpairing of r4-
-lief, . abandoned the tOWD, and removed with as man, 
of their efft:d:s as they could. tp feme uninhabiteti 
rocks at. tbe extremity of the Adriatic. The p,.. 
cluans alfo. feeing the fire fo near them, and con
dudiDg, that after Aquileia was taken.. th~ next yir~ 
would be to them, carried away their moft valuable 
'Boods, together with their wives, children, and old 
men, to a place called· Rivo Alto upon the fame 

. • That quarter of the city is Aill called Rialto, where there is one ,r the heft archei in Europe thrown over the grand Canal. . 
coaft. 
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Book I. OFF LOR. ENe E. - 5' 
coaft, leaving the young men, and rueh as were fit to 
bear arms, for the defence of the city. The inhabit
ants of Monfelice and the hills about it, being unde' 
me fame apprehenfions, likewife retired to other lit..;. 
de inaDds -in that fea. After Aquileia was taken, 
and Padua, Monfelice, Vicenza, and Verona, facked 
and deftroyed by Anil., the remainder of the Padu.;. 
ans and the molt confiderable of the reft fettled ill 
the marfhes about Rivo Alto; and all the- people 
round that Province which was anciently called Vt
Detia t, being driven out of their country by the 
fame calamities, joined themfdves with them, forced 
by neceftiry to change their pleafant and fenile habi
tations for rough and barren rocks, void of all com
fort and convenience. However, as their numbU 
was large, and their territories but ftrait, they foo" 
made them not only habitable but delightful, and 
framing wholefome laws and ordinances amono{t 
themfdves, lived fo happily and {ecurely, whilft rl.e 
~ft of Italy was torn to pieces, that in a fhort time 
they became very powerful and refpeaable. For, 
bcftdes the abpve mentioned inhabitants, many other 
people reforted to them from the cities of LO,mbardy, 
who were driven away from thence by the inhumanitY 
of Clefi, King of the Lombards: by which ther 
grew ~ tbong, that when Pepin, King of Franee,-ac 
the fDllicitation of Ute Pope, undertook to drive the 
Lombards out of Italy, it was {lipulated in the treaty 
betwixt him and the eaftem Emperor, that the Duke 
of lkfleftnto and tbe Venetians fboutd 'not be fubjea 
either to one or the other, ,but fuff'ered by bot-h-toen
joy tf:1cn- liberties. Befides, as neeeffit' had fixed 
their habitatioR amoogft tbeware", and they haa 
DOt lands f.cient to fupply them with- the convcni .. 
encies ·of life, it forced them t-o have recouffe to na~ 
vigation fOr fub6ftence: by which they ·filled their -
city }Vim fuch variety of merchandize from all parts 
of the world, that other peqple who had occa6on for 

t This couatry was farmerly conquered. aa.cl to aaaMd. -IIr • peqr 
iJI: wrbo c:anlC (rom VeISDct, in Bretaano. . 

it, 
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_ 60 THE H I" S TOR Y Book t. 
it, repaired thither .in great numbers [0 furnilh them-, 
felves. For many years therefore, th,ey had no 
thoughts of any further dominion than what might: 
ferve to facilitate and extend their commerce: tor 
which purpofe, they bought fevera} Ports in Greece 
and Syria; and the French often making ufe of their 
ihipping to uanfport their forces into A fia, gave them 
.Jhe IOand of Candia in return. In this manner, by. 
degrees, their name became, formidable at feat and 
fo much refpetted at land, that in almoO:'all difputt"s 
betwixt the neighbouring States. they were caUed in. 
as arbitrators: as it happened in the differences that 
arofe betwixt the Confederates about the towns that 

~ ~cre to be divided amongO: them; which being re
ferred to the Venetians, Bergamo and BreCcia were 
awarded to the Yifcomi. But growing more ambi. 
tious after a while, they firO: feized upon Padua, Vi
cenza, Trtvigi. and then upon Verona, Bergamo, 
.and Brefci. befides many other cities in Romagna and 
the Kingdom of Naples; by which titey became fo 
confiderable, that not only the Italian Princes, but 
thofe on the other fide the mountains grew jealous of 
,their power, and entered into a league againO: them, 
which in one day took from them all that they had 
been many years in acquiring with infinite induO:ry 
and expence. And though they have lately in our 
times recovered part of their former dominions» yet 
as they have not likewife regained their an dent 
power and reputation, they now lie at the mercy of 
others: which indeed is the cafe at prelent of all the 
Italian Princes, 

The Pontifical chair was filled at this time by Be
ned itt the Twelfth, who looke'd upon Icaly as loft • 
. and being ,appr,henfive that Lewis the Emperor 
would become abfolute maO:er of it, he refolved to 
make all fuch his friends there as l1furped any territo
ries that formerly were fubjea to the Empire; ima. 
gining that the fear of being difpolfelfed of them by 
the Emperor, would make them ready to join him 
heartily in defending lta1y. For this purpofe, 'he 

pub~ 

'. 
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publilhed a Decr~e to confirm all the· ufurped titl~s 
Ind eftates in Lombardy· to thofe that were then in 
potreffion of thr.m: but before this grant had time to 
operate, he died and was fucceeded by Clement the 
Sixth. The Emperor therefore obferving how libe
rally the Pope had difpofed of the States that belong
ed to the Empire, that he might not be behind hand 
with -him in fuch fort of generofity, ·Iikewife gave 
away all the States which had been murped from.the 
Churcb, to be held of the Empire by the prefenE 
paffeO'ors. By which donation, Gakono Malatefta 
snd his brothers became Lords of Rimini,· }Jefaro, 
and Fano; Gentile da Varano, of Camerino; Guido 
da Polenta, of Ravenna ; Sinibaldo Ordelaffi, of Forli 
and CefeDa; Giovanni Manfredi, of Faenza; Ludo
"ico Alidofi of lmola; and many mor~ of other 
places: fo that of all the lands belonging to the 
Chutch, there were hardly any left without a new 
maOer: which reduced the Church to the low condi. 
tion it was in till the days of A lexander the Sixth, 
who, in- our times, drove the pofterity of thofe in
truders out of their poffeffions, to their utter ruin, 
aDd rellored it to its former fplendor and authority. 

At tbe time of this dODation, the Emperor was at 
T~nt, and gave out, that he would come into Italy; 
which was the ()('cafion of great commotions in Lom
bardy; where the Vifconti made themfelves mafters 
of Parma. Not long after, Robert King of Naples 
died, and left only two grand-daughters, (the chit:. .. 
dren .of his fon Charles, who died but a little while 
before) the elden of which, Giovanna, or Joan, ac
cording to his will was to inherit the crown, on con
dition that (be married Andrew his nephew, and fon 
to the King of Hungary, which fhe did: but they 
did not live long together, for fhe put him to death, 
and married Lewis, Prince of Taranto, who was alfo 
her cou6n. Upon which, Andrew's brother Lewis, 
King of Hungary, came into Italy, with an army, to 
revenge his death, and drove Giovanna and her hur
band out of their Kingdom. 

About 
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: . About this time, a very memorable event happened 
at Rome. One· N iccolo di Lorenzo, Chancellor of 
the Capitol, turned the Senator's out of the city, and 
affuming the tide of Tribune, made himfelf held of 
tbat Commonwealth, and reduced it to its ancient 
form of gover!l~nt, with fo much rep~tation ~nd 
appearance of Jolhe.:, that not only the neIghbouring 
States, but all Italy, fent Amba6'adors to him: and 
feveralof the remoter Provinces feeiDg their old Me .. 
tropoJis eurt itfclf in this manner, began to lift up 
their heads again, and tome out of fear, otbers out 
of hope, .endeavoured to 1hew it all manner of re
(pea. ·But Niccolo, notwithitandiag the extraordi
Dary reputation he had acquired, was. foon obliged to 
quit his newoBice, foras he found himfelf Dot equal to 
fogreat a weight, he privately retired without any com
pulflOl1, to fbelter bimfelf under the wings of Charles. 
King of Bohemia, who, by the Pope's mandate, had 
hem eIeacd Emperor, in oppofirion to Lewis of Sa
.varia. . That Prince, however, i~ad of affording 
him an afylum as he expeaed, fent him prifoncr to 
Rome, OUt of complaifance to the Pope, from whom 
he had' received fo great favours. Not 'long after, 
one Francifco Baroncegli, in imitarioA of Niccolo, 

• His proper name was Niccol~ Gabrini di Lorenzo, or Ria ... 
Thrre: is a circumftantial and very remarkable narrative of this coa
liliracy, writtrn in French. by tbe Fatbers Brumoy and Cerceau. iD 
Ivo. and publilbed in Englilb about feven or eight yean ago I f'roID 
the preface of which take the following extra& I .. To be told. tbU 
the Con of a fmall Innkeper and of a Wafberwoman, raiCed hiniC.lf 
:to Covereign Power, mutt appear ftrange: tbat he did this without 
any regular gradation, and almoft in an iaft .. t, .1Ift Ceem till 
firanger; that he atchieved this without any patron, and almoft with
out any afli!tance, has yet more of tbe marvellous: that he did it 
·purely by dint of parts, aDd Cupported what was n1led. aacS in the 
end became really. tYI"3nny. ratber by eloquence than force, riC .. 
lligher !till: but when it is added. tbat being degraded, delivered up 
.to th~ power againft which be had rebelled. he Rlonld. by' the bare 
.exeruon of the f .. me talents, not only eCcape pDni1hmeDt, but induce 
t~at pow7r to dehver.him out of pl'iCOD. and to replace him in the 
blgh Ilauon from winch he bad fallen. feeml altogether incredible. 
Tbe fon .... iag /beets however. undeniably prove that all this .aually 
happl'~led,. and m.ucb ~ore: Co tbat In dea. though a true bu
tory. n dlftancea In pOUlt of wonder. enn the. boldcft fiaionl ill 
Romance .. ' . 

I pof. 
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pofleffed himfe1f of the Tribunefhip, and once more 
Grove the fenators out of the city: JO that the Pope, 
as the readieft way to fupprefs him, fet Niccolo at: 
~iberty, and not onJy fent him to Rome, but rein
bted him in his fbrmer oAlce: upon which, he re .. 
klrfied the government of the city, and caufed Fr ...... 
Cdec to be put to death. But as the Co]onni teok 
()fFence at his manner of proceedIng, he himfelf,· not 
long aftu, \lnderwent the fame fate, and tbe SenatOrs 
wert rrlored [0 their ancient authority. 

In tbe mean time, the King of Hungary having 
depoftd ~een Giovanna, returned to his own King-
4om. But the Pope, who rather chofe to have me 
~een for a neighbour, than that King, fo contrived 
matters, that the kingdom was reftored to her, 'Upon 
c:omlition, thac her huiband Lewis {bould reROIrJDCe 

me title of King, arid be content with that of .~ 
Prilltt ~cf'ar(llll'. The year 1350 being come, .his 
HoJinefs ~folved that the Jubilee, inftead of being 
beld every hundredth year, as had been ordained by 
Pope Boniface the Eighth, fbould be celebrated eyery 
fiftie~·i and h;lViilg palfed I decree for that purpOfe, 
the Romans, out of gratitude for fo great a lkne
naion •. confenred that he fhould fend four Cardina', 
lo~orni their City, and make what Senators he 
cbought fit eo After which he declared Lewis of T ... 
'. . . 

. • The Jubilee is a feftival yeai', celebrated with great folemnity Iw 

.tbeiOlDiOi Cburch, wben.the Por: grant. a plenary indulgence to all 
liairn tbat vi6t the Churcbes of St. Peter and St. Paul at Rome. It 
IFU W inftitutcd. al ha, bee~ already faid. by Boniface Vlll. about 
~ year 1300. in favour of fuch as fuould come" ad limina Ap<lfto
.lOI'Um;" and waa to return only once in an bundred )'ears •. like the 
~i Slrculares of the antient Romans; at which time, tbe pecwJe 
.were invited by a Ctyer ... to oOme and fee a 6ght that no m:m'hv
.~ had over feen. or fuould fee again." The .firft celebration of it 
'" eariclrrd tbe city of' Rome. that it was called the Golden. YeBF I 
which iaduced Clement vr. to reduce the period to fifty year •.. Ur. 
:banVJ. appointed it.to be .held every thirty-five yea~ .. that .. beu. 
Bat .age of our Saviour whiR he was ~rucified I and Sixt UI IV: brought 
1t.40wn to every twenty-fifth. Bontface IX. gcanred the pnvilege .,f 
illoldilll Jubilees to.feveral Prince. and Mona/leriea. The MonKS. Gf 
• c,..ateFbury bad .o~e evelY. fif~y YC!l" ;. when people flucked from all 
~ru, to villt. the tomb of Thomas Becket. They .• re n~w beC:9me 
mort frcq uent i and tbe Pope ,rants them aa often as the Chun;b. or 

ran to, 
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H STORY 
ranta, King uf Naples; again, Qaeen Giovanna, 
~n s;das;n for Auigaoa to &:he Chnrnh~ 

WOLC; a of har pntrimeaay~ 
By this tim~. Luchi~o~~ Vifconti ~ bdng de~d, Gio

vanni, Archblfhop of MUan. remained fole Lord of 

Crty z:ai~1db~~t~i~g S;~~:~alba~:~e very ~~:~~~~~: 
able. After his deceafe, the government devolved to 
his two nephews, Bernabo and Galeazzo: put Gale-
azao dyizsg aftnr, lef~ his fnn Giewanni Galeazzo 
0:0 iha0:c the with his unde. Chades, Kiag of 
Bahemia, was now made Empas;or, and I nnucem the 
Sixth, Pope; who, having fent Cardinal Egidius:s a 

hhTefel0:e hT,e ,~,ccaEinn fnr thnm~ There is One thT jnnu~ 

gu~~~ion o!nti~f:a new PO~:[~iI,tteS of rae Je,bil,e, ?0:e aul! nnj"ln' 

~i~~~::s,al~;~ ~~d e~~:~ert~;n£ l~e~IY~:a~~~~!t :e~~Il~~~jv~! !~ea~:!:~ !: 
commute for. VOWI, &c, i,n ~hich it differs fr0!D a plenarh Indn7gflnce~ 
During th' t1mn. of the jUbilee, all other ~n'lI~lg,ences are fufpended~ 

One nf ',mC Klnge, E,!ward III. cnnfed III:S blffll.dna tn be nbre)flll:,0: 

!!:~ef~r~n'~I:~f~~r~ J~~i1::I~af!t:nh~~~~::,:, ti:ZI;:~;~ ~~l a~~el~';! 
except trealon, made good laws, and grained many privileges to the 

pe';f~~~e are particular Jubilees in certain citie., when feveral of 

~b~~f:~~¥f:~fth:f~h: o~nt~~I;;~t~:oaYI;a;t P;~y on ~~:a':~rd~;Il;¥,~~eJ 
at Ly:S;lS, Plhen St~ Jonn Bs~htl£n lilly fn£f. nn the Fdlinal oh Corpus 
Chrilti~ In 16*, the JefulfS celebrated a folen'o J,"bike Rn:s;e § 

taat bnlng zhe n¥n,l,nary, hnndr¥dth year, from .the inftitution of 
thdr Ordnl'; nnd the fnme CerlmollY Wl1S o¥fer¥td m t£lnir aon~ 
vents throughout the wo.rld., ~ . ~ 

RJi;~~~1th~t h3s ~een lfift;f;~a~~rnnr~~~~fe~~a:~~~ t~I~r.;:~ie. 
who t,ns bnnn Omen tiftd yn1rs. SUCh nEtel1l1S 111e Tlfpenfed :snlth 
in fome pIac~s, from a!!cnding ,~atins, or a ftria obfervation of 
oraer "f "lelr 1ule'~ :s he lnOf'h IS nlfn eXltndzh anh mnn thnt 
an hundred years old, 3nd to a pofreffion of fifty. .. Si~ ager non in~ 
vEnillmr fnniptiune, inanirntur <'ie KTninzlbu1, qflantnm tempori. 
fuerit cum altero ; & Ii (ub certo Jubila:o manferit ftne nitu~ration¥~ 
mnneil£ in rtnznul1"-fay ehe anwyzrs. ~ ~ 

Pet,nrch, who was cotemporllry ,,,hh thhPOf~l (Clement al.) 
he was a very leal neri man, ann makes partlclJlar mentIon of his ex
tnnorfHnaf~d mrmOl~d, f'fhicll relhinna ealey 1ilinn wifa tait ena,:h,errc 
that he had not fO,mllch a~ the p~wef C?f .forget(lIlnefs: and what r. 

mnre mmnrknnle, be 111yS, thl:S prl"'lgfuus mel1,:;sry waf .~,h,;P.nl 
by a dangerous fall. the {,ars of which remained upon his head a. 
1"ng ns hl Iivfla. 

Spa-
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lipaniard~ into ItaJy, retrieved the reputation of the 
Church~ by his virtue and good (:ondua~ .not only ,in 

and RumagYili~, but wwU uver hwwJy~ reco-
vemi BolQgna, which h~d been uf\lrped ~y the Arc;:lr 
bifhop.of Milan; anQ forced the Romans to admit a 

mYilim:. ~;~:;:de au year, the YiliPP°!i~h 
. the Vifconti. He routed and too~ prifoner on~ John 
ApUt1Yili, or Augllt, • Engli~~,an, wflU W~S incp 

l~K~mdance p~~~~ G~%:ri~:s~rce~fte/~~ich,U rb!~ 
the ififth fucceeced . to the fontificate, refolved tP 

. pr ~!: !~;:e itfd;, ~;S,Yilir:f~;wwkfta~he fomu 

mQP~s,. Charl~s. retyrped iQto J3Qhemij)): ,lJn~ ~be r~~9 

~u {S{~:~:~¥' Twhfth • f~KYili~~ded UJban~ CaF'? 
. dipal Egidius being riowdelld, Italy relapfed if! 
.former ajftraCl:iQ~, .~which went (;;hie~x o~ci1fioned b.y 
a agaml{ the TPe Pm:~Yili thert." 
fore dent a Regate into Italy with fix thou.fa'Qlaretons, 
whom hefollowed in perron, and Qrought l>ac~ hi~ 

hYilid reij~!:) ~~aYiliYiliYili for· ~'~~c~ ~37h, ~~hep 
this Pontif died, lJ rban the Sixth wa~ crea~ed pope J 
!lod not lonp after, teo of the Cardinals ~omdiainiqg 
od EIeCl:iun, chorn Clem~n~ the SYilinnnth .. 
Foodi. IQ the mean· time the (ieno!!fe rebelle9, aft~r 
they bad lived quietly many years under the govern-

~1em ~~oml, ~:~t~;~~e wntn g:~~t :'~~~~a b¥l'? 

TelledQS, in ~hich aJI Italy ~y degr~es becam~ ~oJl~ 
: In thrfu Wa,ft ire urn nf C,annnq WiKiK 

• Macbiavcl fay~ Gregory XII. but it is a miftake; 31 indeed there 
jU'e many in a" t)1e.chronoJogka! tables-.of the Popes I fome infc:rting 
the Antlp'o~es; and, o~;:r~ omitt!!ln them. !her,e .are rrert 4ifpUfl'Df 

fmp:~~;,lli:f I~~~f;' Dflli'UU~;~; :!lli:::ft~:'f ",o~;or [h~e?u~~ur, 
1'" o~r t\~o lea~nc~ Coun,trymen,. Dr. John PearCon, al)d Mr. HenrY 
DodweU, 10 th~lr dllJ"ertations UpOII~ th.c . Succ~ffioll of the !U"1l: Bill!~p, 

R"ijHI, ~ lJ1 tliFAsllinalFI Cyrnu"sq, JVnmllis, by tb" %YLl1Jer. 

V~~. I. 
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11t1l: ~ int'rodlIcetJ", 'which had been '~tely inve"!ed br. 
"the Germ~z¥iS. 'c!Ae , preeezled firlz, and 
'kept Ve'nice b1c:1cked up for fevetal months; but the 

~t~~~i:ablL peace with I;hzem, 'the 'me~~~~:nad¥i·: 
Pope: "" " 

h¥iA tile 12231' 'Was 'tn Cllhl'ch 
(as 'We nave faidhefore) and Qfleen Gi-oV:lhna' took 
~Pltts with 'the Ah'iipope, Updn" which,Pope Urban 
1h in"¥iChoh fOLL 'ag:ri¥4ht, ahhfhnt ¥4htrio 
'Dura'zzo, ,"a defcendao't of the' 'royal rho'ufe 'of NllP'!es, 
'"with ¥in " , hec KingPz!:?m,' ,',' ' pc':tft'tifttid 
-bimfe~f of it, and drove her Into Ft"ante; whith fo 
:Jp"tbvoked" the tGn!! "of "that "nation, th:lt'tie fent LeMS 
-bfftnjob ilU'o It¥ily te reint¥4hte "dl¥i QEccc, to !Acree 
_ Ur~an out :20£ ~0¥4me~ .:~d to fet .~ , tl1~.,An(~~pe. 
BUh A!yinc A.efoA,ho hhll CO,Woh be A,A,COll1CAiJh-
ed ar'tiy -difs·etfed trtto - lit 
which the',Pol1tl"tdok co~rage al1(iwent in -perfo~ to 
N--hAl.. ,tho .--,'" "n-- ¥i·lord i ... ? :r,.,,, Co akAAA"S, r,_A' n1 ~"d "!hAAS prU¥4H II r 

'having "fided wich France and the Antipope. Atttr 

:~~tkll~n±~ a~~s~~~te:;~tr)n~:e ~f' fos tke~llJ:¥i:o~~ 
. aaling his re'fehtt'hent, he detireJ he would giv~hitn 
lea¥4¥i 10 tkdide NO¥ikksa a ; ¥4Rkych h¥iing 

,"granted,he prefently fortified himfelf there, atld~. 
--ga¥i to cbKH~ert 'tieafme,s for'depriving him of the 
. Kikkgdom.Butthe Fitg 7.¥iking -

. 'advanced againft Nocera and laid' fiege to ic,; from 
"-WhEEse Pops:, how¥iver, . efoke and got 
'to;-Genoa, \vhere he put the Cardinals to t deatL that 
wtre "his driloners, and then returning to Rome, 

_. LarreY make.s brafs cannon. the invention of J. Owen; and fays, 
the firft that were knoWn in Engl.tIId A were rnl SlS. Cannon, bow
ever. OW!!A A'iere knnwn lAeforAAi A,nd oT¥iStve., thew wtre 

~:~!~hCefi;ft tt~~;~!~O~a;:fee~ ~~eF';:~~:.os r.i~~~:'-ay al}~~:;s7K;:~~: 
~~¥i ¥it::i~~~~~fT~;~~o:;!idA aw~~'h2r J~~APd;: F"hh~~/:h~~~K 
filch dreadful engines. 

t Hecauft:d tbtm to "I»fe..,edup intngs, aDd thrown ittto:the,8ea. 
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created twe~ Y·eigh rf~~ orte~ rti 'ih~hgthe-n hi~ p~~~i. 
Carlo ~nt i!}to, H.u~~a.ry.1 :~s.,..RrofJ£li~e.~~i~g ,tb~r~, 
and died fo(>o afrer, 1.I?~vi~i ~e~., , ~iS::.Wit~ . :a.t ~!1p.J~, 
and. twO chil~r n ~J\<?n;Lrye .~~4:b~ fffr~;;~,e. ram~d 
LadrQ'aU's, H pther/~J.p.~a~lJa.,,~ " . .:,', _ 'J: ~ 

I'n the}l}ean. tim:Je"' ~r.9~a,,bi ,Ci;{le~i710n.fc<?i1ti })a;d 
killed his l)nc\e · B'eh'.~~~ and f~:i,~e~,r!JP~i), ~~e.$~.are~~f 
MHan ; and oot being , ~<?~te~t ~i.~l\-h.avJ~g ina.Cle.hiW" 
felf fole matttr df a~l :,L~m~,ardy,I':h,eIorin~d'a der~n 
upon <Tufcany al,fo: .':9~U~~ ~t.a.~i1Jle ~hen he 'flat
tered hiQ1fd~ with , t~e ~t'{a~.ft nopes of'f~cceeding~n 
,h~r enrerptlze, and (t' l?~l~ rf~er,w~a,I'''s ~rown~d 
King of lrllly, je d)~~ .. . 1Ut~an Jqe)~~;xth ~as fuc
~eeded by .Bql1if~ce 1~ ~im~, c;l~me~~; the. Seve~tp, 
the Antipop.e i~~tvJf.(~ i~d ,3rt'~_v1g~qn~i '~n~Hkne~ift 
the Thirteenth was e'leeted in ~is room. ' . ' 

~ll this wh,iJe .<h;t,~\;f\fuU.o·(t6ja}er~ ·o.f~Qitfetcnt 
natiOns ~ E gl1!h, ,qe~~aI15t~Q~,BtetPI\S,; f9IDe pf 

: them, introquced .~.Y ,t~l ,~re»r;~n'~e)~ \yp~, 'lip~~ tt:~e
J!al' ocdfions, ,and ;!r ~~.i'!OuS tllT!es; Th~,~ . ~~n'J!ly.H!-,d 

thither, and q(~1.¢t.s . ; G<~~:t ,qy th,e-.. p;q'pes:w.Qen,they~e-
, Oded at AvignciR . . 'Wiip :thefe /qr~.ignHoops.(he It,a

lian Prip'ces h~d, . ~o r.. t1te p10ft pa~~,. <;~rried On their 
- wars; till at I it ~u~~~kq 03 c.:onto,a n,aLive ofRo

magna, trained u1p ~ bo~ y of Italiaos,a~ ~~I.led them 
St, Ce.orge s Bahqs, ,whofe vawur apd dlfclplme much 
diminifhed the repu tat ion of the {oreiggers, anrl ~e
trj~ved that, q,f their .o\vn countrymen In :fucha man
n~, . that they 'were afterwards almon: conftantly em-
plqyed ~y q,.e Itali.~n Princes ip :thtir wars. The 
J>~p~, 'upoQ"lblt1e di1f~c~ces th.at .arofe ,betwixt h,im 
and the Romans, ,removed to Seen ~nd comintted 

I there tin the'lqbil~~ that happe(l~ .'tn 'thqz,.ear 14:0:0 : 
at.which time, th,e.Ro~ans., to.in.vite,him b~ck ag1lin 
.for the. benefi'c' of· their city, ol'!~:e i1lore conrc:nted 
~at he'.lhould 'have . the ,annual npnli~atjon ofa'fo
reignSenato~, and .be allowed to fort'ify the C~ftle 
Q( Sr. -tlnge1o. tTpon thjs .corditiol) he return~d; 
anf:l, to .en~j~h the .C.hu~.ch, he ord,aincd ifi~t every ~e
nefice, upon avacoln~y, fhould pay the firn: fruits, 
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or one years income, into ,the Eccle~aftic~ Cham-
ber. , _ 

After the death of Giov~nni Galeazzo, Duke of 
;Milan, who left two foas, Giovanni-Maria-Angelo, 
and Philip~ that State ,vas divided, into D;)any; fat
tions: and in the troubles which cnfued,: th~ elclcr of 
them 'was killed. and Philip for fome. time kept pr~
foner in the caftle. of Pavia; from whence he at laft 
made his efcape ' by the fa~o,?r and' a'mftancc of 'the 
Governor. Amongft others who f(ized upon' cities 

· that formerly belonged to his Father, was Guglielmo 
della ScaJa, who being banifhed had retired to Frao-

; circo .da Carrara, Lord of Padua, , ~r- whore ~id he 
recovered the _ State of Verpn., though he dJd n~t 
long enjoy it;' f~r the fame Francifco C;:,aufed him to 
be poifoned an.d !lffumedthe gov~rrimen~ thereof hiro-

_ fdf.The people of Vicenza, therefore, . who till 
· thc~ had live~. ~uietl>: and. fecurely under the ~~ 
· teehon of the 'VlfcontJ, (eelOg the Lord pf Padua 

now grown fo powerful, put 'ihcmfclves ,ynder tlte 
· wing~ of' the Venetians, who, at their inRigation, 

made' war upon hiin and drove him lirft out of V:erona, 
· and afterwards out of Padua. . . I 

AI>:out this time died Pope Boniface, and was ruc
ceeded by Innocent VU. to who~ the people of 

"Rome prefented an addrefs for the reO:itution of 
., their forts and liberties; which being' refufed, they 

cal1ed in Ladifiaus. King of Naples, to their af
fiftance. But 'as their differences were afterwards ac

~ commodated, the Pope returned .to Rome, from 
· 'when~e he had retired to Viterbo, for fear of the 
: p~ople; at the latter of which places he c·reated his 
· nephew Ludovico, Count della Marca, an~ fOOD after 

died. Gregory XII. fucceeded him;, on condit~on 
. that he fhQuld refign the Papacy whenever the i\nti. 

pope could be prevailed upon to do the fame. In 
confequence of this, at the exhortation of the Car
dina)s, to try "hether it was pomble to reunite the 
Church, Bencdifk the Antipope came'to Porte" Ve
neri, and ,Gregory to Lucca, where many expediepts 

weRt 

Digitized by Google 



Book I. 0 ~ FLo R ENe E. 69 
were propofed, but' nothing concluded: upon which~ 
the Cardinals on each fide defertiog diem both, Be
nedict retired into Spain, and Gregory to Rimini. 
Baldalrarc Co1ra, therefore,' Cardinal and Legate of 
Bologna, encouraged the Cardinals to call a Councll 
at Pifa, where they chofe Alexander V. who imme
diately clCcommunicated King LadiOaus, difpofed of 
his Kingdom to LeViis of Anjou, and, in confede
racy with the Florentines, Gen~fc, Venetians. and 
Baldatrare Colfa, the Legate, fell upon him and drove 
him out of R.ome. But whilLl: this war was carrying 
OIl with great fury, Alexander died, and Co1ra the 
agate being made' Pope in his ftead, afi'umcd the 
Dame of John XXIII. and foon remoyed to Rome 
from Bologna (where he had been eleCted), in order 
to meet Lewis of Anjo~ who was ,come thither with 
aft army of Pf09C'Dcals. Aftet' he bad joined him, 
they marched againft Ladinaus, ,engaged, and routed 
bis army; but, through tbe default of their comman
ders, they could not purfuc their Victory: fo that 
Ladiflaus (oon raINed his forces and recovered Rome, 
driving the fope back to Bologna, and Lewis into 
Provence. The Pope therefore, contriving new means 
to reduce the power of LadiOaus, eaufed Sigifmund, 
King of Hungary, to be :clected Emperor., invited, 
him into Italy, and had an interview with him at 
Mantua, where it was agreed betwixt the,m that a", 
general council thould be a{fembled for re-uniting the, 
Cburch; that fo it might be ,tbe ~etter able to oppoCe 
tbe attempts of its enemies. 

There werc~, now three different Popes at the fame 
rime, Gregory. Henedia, and John, which kept th<:' 
Church very low, both in power and reputation. 
The place appointed for the meeting of th'c council 
was Conihnce, a city in Germany. much againft the 
inclination of Pdpe John: and tbough the principal 
reafon, which had induced the Pope to have recourfe 
to a couAdl, was removed by the death of LadiOaus, 
Yl:t, as he: had obliged himfe1f to go to it, he could, 
DOt well tel1how to excufe"his abfence. However, in 
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a iew months after, his arrival a~ Conftanc~, he \Vas 
fet'lfible of his et'tor when it was too late, an~f"cndca-' 
voured' to have gor ptivately away from 'therice; but 
he,ing taken, he was imprifoned and forced [0 reftgn . 
the Papacy. Greg()ry. o'ne' of the: Anti'p'op'eS, alfo 
rehounced his pretenfions"oy an inltrunl~n~ ar,awn up 
for that purp'ofe; but Benedict. the, otner. refured. 
and was condemned as an beret~k. At lalt. find
ing him'fdf utterly forfaken by aU hi$ Catdinals~ 
he likewiie: reCigned', and the council chofe O'tOO, of 
die fami1y of CO\Oll1'lt, Pope, who look the name of 
Mahin v. by which,th~ Church \\ias.re;iiniied~ after:. 
(epitrq that had lafied forty years" andfev'eral d,ilferent 
Pbritifs had reigned at the tame ,time: ·0 

.. l!~nedia-. fays Vo1taite, who had fIlewn much c'Iuragetierore • 
• 114 ht.tl fought both by fo and land, waa very l.tttITbie a"tI rll'ltgnt4 
wbCQ lIis fentt!nc:e was read to hint, in prifon at M.ant1eim, ."ere the 

. Emperor ~ept him rlofe corifin'ed three j'~ri, and 1:3ufrd i)im to be 
tltated .... ith luch reverity :tlf rendeffd him' more lilt obi~ o£ c61ft. 
paBion, thlln his ctimeM bad expofe(" .,hn to tm: public lIatf'ed. 

The father. of the Council did not Rleet at fir!!: in order to depofo 
him; their principal view feemed to b'l! tbe refbrm:ltion of tbe Cbilrch. 
'rhi. was chirily the dtlign of G~lfl)'Jl and the ot'et dtpufies of the 
univerlity of Pari.. Complaints had bren publicklv m.de for the 
ipate bf two ye:irs ag3inft the Annats; the ExernpliollB, the refer
vitiona, aad tlte impolitions of' the Pope. ullon tbt tlerBY, to intkh 
the court of Rome; in !hort, againtt all t,he vices with whicb the 
dturcb was at that time distlGured. But how did this reformatiOll 
f!ftd l His fuccelror declared, in the firft J)lace, that no exemptions' 
iboulti be gran~d wit bout cognizance of the C~llfe. s. That tho 
nature of the Benefices whicb had heen united, fuould be enquired 
jnto. :I. That the revenues of vacant Deneli.cts Ihould be dirpofed of 
Ilecording to huv. 4. He made an inrlfeanal provilion agaioft Si
mony. S. He ordained that all fncb as b:ld Brnefic~ thotlld be 
diltinguilhed by the Tonrure. &. He forbad tlle celebratin~ of Mal., 
in a lay hahit. There were the law. m1<1e by the moR: lolemn al~ 
fembly in the univerfe.-Gtorfon, with ,reat difficulty, u\ltained tbe 
c:ondemnation even of tbe following propofitions I That tllere are 
cafes in which the aflltflinating a perron is'. vl~uous aaion; far more 
meritorious in a Knight tban a 'Squire; and ,till much 1II0re ro In a 
Prince than a Knight. This dothine of alfaffination had been pub
litkly D1aint~ined hy a Cordeli~r, whole n-me was Jean Petit, upon 
the murder of hi' Prince's own brotller. The c ... mcil for a long time. 
evaded Gerfon's pc:ti,i'lR; but at laft, they were ob\ige.d to condtnra' 
this dotlrine of murder, though without mentioning lhe Cordelier in 
particular. 

Jobn Hur~. and Jerome of Prague. were botb eondemned to.the 
• flames by Ibis Council, for maintaininr; the doarines of Wiclilf. 
who !lad r.ut;ht, tllat we muA ",?l u!:iJbe :tny tHing' that was'im-
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Philip Vifconti was then (8$ we have raid) confined 
in the came of Pavia. Rut FamilJu Cane (who,- dur- -
ing the troubles in Lombardy, had mad. himfclf mU
ter of Vcrcelli, Alexandria. Novara, and tortonI. 
aod amafiCd g(eat riches) dJing wit~out cbildren~ left 
his wife Beatrice ~ei,r to his polfeffions. enjoining his 
friends to ure thc:!( Utl1;Joft endeavours [0 get her mar
ried to this Philip; by which match ,he ~came fu 
powerful that I\: recovered Milan and all the rdl: of 
Lombardy. But fo~etting all obljgations, as Pdnc~s 
ufually do, he accufea his wife ~eatric~ of adultery~ 
aqd PUl her to-death: and findl;ll~ h,imfdf now, ve~'f, 
ftrong and poten,t, he began to tlUQk of makiog war" 
upon Tufcany, in order 10 ~xccui:C- the ,C3~figns that 

polJibJe and contradiClory to reafon: that nQ accid~n~ can Cublii with.
out a tilbjea; in a wOI·d, that the fubfbnce 01 brud aud .... ine re . 
.. ins ill t:be Eucharift. He wanted Iikcwife'to abolifh auricqlar con
fdioll. indu,&CJ\cel, and tbe cc(,Jetiaftical hie.rarchl. It ia J:emar~. 
3ble, that tbe former of theC~ two unhappy vithm, c.me thither 

, with the EmperM'. fafe.condutl. And tllt latter', who IIPa. bi. dif.' 
~le:md fri.cDd, and a man of much fu,eripr eloqW:Dc, a.nd ,undfr
ftanding. {tbougb at firft he had ligncd a r.enullcialion 'or his mailer' .. 
doarine} baying beard with W~lat magnanimity he bad encountered 
death, w. aGtamod to Cur,·ive hi~; he therefore made a public re
traCtion, and was burnt. Poggio, the Florentine, Secretary to foge 
J"h:l XI". and one of the nrit reftoren of Letters, who was pmene 
at lIjs intCTroglrories.atl4i CXCCUliO&l, uy., be nev« heard any thing 
that 10 ncarlf approached to the doqurnce of I~e Greek. ;,Ind Ito. 
m:ms. as the Ipeecb which JerolJle made to his ;urlges. .. He Cpoke. 
fa,s be, like a, Socrates.. and walked to tJle k:in.ned pile "with u 
mU4:11 chearfulnefs -38 tbe other drank the cup of hemloc~." 

Qut of their afbes arore a civil war; for the n"hemians, belides _ 
other reproacbes, upbraided the Emperor witb having violated tile 
law of nations. And not l~ after, wbe.n Si,irl"!)unci afpired to fue- . 
cfc;d"his hrother Wenl:e{\au~, In tbe kingdom of B.he~ia, he fount! 
Ibar, though be was Emperor of Germany, and King of Hungary~ 
lbe death of two iJrivate meh had precluded' his acc~ffion to the Bo. 
lana_a throne. Theil· aftllgers were .~.ooo ~cn. wbOlD the fe,erity 
of the U,wlcil h:ld exafperated to fuca a degree, that tbey killed 
every prieft they met. Their General, JOihn, IU,Damed Zilka. 
CwlW:b Jignifica blmli of O.l)e eye) defeated Sigifmund io feveral 
Nlti": and llavil)& loft his other eye ;,It laft in aD CnlJ3gement, ,~ 
till continued to head his trQOps, giving c1ire&ioas to hi, officer", 
tad affii.iRg in ~heir CO"JJI:u,. Ue ordered tbeca tp make a drum of 
hi, ~"' after. hI! was dead, wbichthey did; and tbefe very remain. 
G! zanca inCpircd &h, Boberpj~qs with fllf:b couraee. aad ftruck fucla 
a taTor iato tbe Ulem..1' that it was 6xteen year. before Sigifmuod 
~ hjJpfclf Ql&~~ 9f B9~ .. i:J .. ,llnd tbfq with lV~t dilJiculty. Vide 
Voltaire'. Gen. Hift. Vol, L part. ii. from pale a 59 to pall: 37.3- , 
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htd been formed by his father Giovanni Galeazzo. 
tadifiaus, King of Naples, at his death, befides liis 
kingdom, had alfo left his fifter Gio\'anna a formid
able army commanded by the beft and moR: expe
rienced Generals in Italy: the chief of whol11 was 
Sforza of Contighuola, a perfori of very great fame 
for his valour and conduti in thofe wars. She was 
no fooner on the'throne, but, to clear herfelf of the 
fufpicion of being too intimate with one Pandolphello. 
whom, ihe had brought up and pre~rred, fhe married 
Giacopo della Marcia, a Frenchman, of royal extrac-: 
tion, upon condition that he fhould content himfelf 
with being ftyled Prince of Taranto, and leave the 
tide and government of the Kingdom entirtly to here. 
~ut as foon as he arrived at, Naples, the foldiery ac
kl)owledged' him as their :king; which occafioned 
great quarrels and conteRs betwixt him ahd the 
~eeh, wherein fometimes one, and fometimes the 
other had the be~ter. At laft, however, the ~een 
~ftabli{hed herfelf in the government, and became a 
bitter enemy to the Pope. Upon which, Sforza, to 
diftrefs her and force her into a compliance with his 
own terms, immediately laid down his commiffion 
and refufed to ferve her any longer. So that being 
tlifarmed, as it were, all on a fudden, and having n~ 
bther remedy, file applied for amnance in this 'cxtre
tremity to Alphonfo, King of Arragon and Sicily; 
!thom Ole adopted for her fon: and to command her 
f)rces, file took into her pay Bracdo da Montone, a 
foldier of no lefs emine,nce and reputation than Sforza, 

• This Giovanna, or Joan, or Jane tr. (~em of Naples) at 'file i. 
~alled by different authors, married James of Bourbon. (on of John 
'Count de la Mal'che. to her (econd hufuand ,- who not being able to 
bear that file fIlollld continue bee familiarities with Pandolpho Alopo, 
• handfome young Netpolitan whom fhe had' made her ebamberlain, 
ordered his head to be cutotF, and not only de'pl'ived ber of all thai" 
in the adminittntioft. bt'it kt}'t her in a manner locked up, aftd vert 
feldom admitted her either into,his company or bed I all which ufage 
fhe difl'cmbled with great IIl,tince, till file found means at laft to get 
the upJ'el'hand of bim and dri"e him blck apin into France, where 
tie ended hi. daya in a monaftery.- Bl'antome, Vie. del Dame. iJluftru. 
p. 33+. -188. ; ; 

and 

Digitized by Google 



a:;ok I. 
and hated by the Pope for having feized upon and 
ufurpcd Perugia, and feveral other towns that belong
ed to the Church. After this, a peace was concJud(!d 
betwixt her and the Pope: but Alphonfo fufpeaing 
fbe would ferve him as Jhe had done her hulband, 
feeredy took meafures to make himfdf maller of all -
her fortrefi"es, in which, howevet, he was prevented; 
for as file was a woman of great fubdety and fufpeaed 
his intentions, fbe was before-hand with him, and took 
care to fortify hetfe1f ft:rongly in the citadel of Naples. 
JealouGes infreafing fn this manner, ,they at laft: came 
to an open rupture; in the courfe of which, the ~een, 
by the afliftance of Sforza, who had returned into 
her fervice, got the better of Alphonfo, drove him 
out of Naples, entirely difcarded him, and adopted 
Lewis of Anjou in his room; which gave rife to new 
wars betwixt Bracdo, who was now of Alphonfo's 
parry, and Sforza, who was engaged for the ~een. 
In the procers of thofe wars, Sforza was unfortu-' 
nately drowned in paffing the river Pefcara : by which 
acddent the QEeen was once more difatmed in a man
fler, and would in all likelihood have been driftn out 
of her Kingdom, if fbe had not been affift:ed by Phi
lip Vifeonti. Duke of Milan, who forced Alphonf() 
to return into Arragon. But Braedo not in the lea{\: 
difcouraged a~ his _being abandoned by Alphonfo, ftill 
carried on the war againft the ~een, and laid fiege 
to Aquiia ~ upon which, the Pope, looking upon 
Braedo's greamefs as likely to be of prejudice t9 the 
Church, took Frandfco, fon of the late Sforza', into 
his pay; who marching with an army to the relief of 
• Aquila, engeged Bracdo, and not only routed his 
forces, but killed him. Of Braedo's partJ there only 
remained Otho, his fan, from whom the Pope took Pe
rugia, but left him tne government of Montone; but 
be alfo was killed not long after in Romagna, in the 
Tervice of the Florentines: fo that of all thofe who 

• The ca'pitaI'of Abruzzo, a Province in the Kingdom of Naples, 
whicb borden Oil tbt Gulpb of Vcai,e. , 
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had Cought. under the banners of Bracci~ NiccolO Pic-
cinino was now in the greateft reputation. . 

We have thus brought down our narrativQ in a 
. fwnmary manner, almoft to the times we at firft prQ
pofed _ and as the remainder of that period contai~s 
nethiug confI.derable, except. the war that tbe Flo
rentines and Venetians were eng.aged in with l~ilil?a 
Duke of Milan, which fhal1 be related when W~. come 
to fpeak more particularly of Florence; we fhaU 
proceed no farther in it than juft to give a lhor~ . 
&etch of Italy, as it then f\:ood. with rega~d to its 
Princes and military CotnmlWlders. Amongft the 
principal States, QEeen Giovanna the Second held 
tb.e Kinedom of Naples. Soine tawns of Ancona, 
the PatrImony of St. Peter, and Romania. were fU.b
jed to the Church, and fome to its Vicars, or others, 
that had fetzed upon them; as Ferrara, Modena. and 
Reggio. to the family of Efte; Faenza to the Man
fredi; lmola to the Alidofi; Forli to the OJ:'delaffi : 
Rimini and Pefaro to the Malatedi; and Camerino 
to tbe Houfe of Varano. Lombardy was divided be
twixt Duke Philip and the Venetians; all the ref\: 
who had had any principality in that angle, being e~
tina, except the Houfe of Gonzaga, which governed 
Mantua at that time. The greater part of Tufcany 
was under the Florentines: Lucca and Siena alone~ 
lived under their own laws; the former governed by 
the Guinigi, the latter entirely free. The Genoefe 
being fometimes free, fometimes under the dO'!linion 
of the French, and fometimes of the Vifconti, were 
of little account, and reckoned amongft the loweft 
and mof\: inconfI.derable States in Italy. And even 
thofe of higher rank did not attend to the manage
ment of their wars themfelves, or carry them on with 
their own proper forces and commanders. Duke 
Philip confined himfelf chiefly .to his apartJllent, and 
living a retired life, left all military ~ffairs t.o be can .. 
duCted by Commifi"aries. The: Venetians, after they 
bad began to gctfooting on tbe Continent, difregarded 
their fleet, which had made them fo formidabie .aI 

Sea. 

Digitized by Google 



Book L·~ 0 F F ·L, 0 R E N·C E. 7 •. 
Sea. a~ like tho reft of .the· Italian St&'Ces~ g&ve the 
comm~d of their land fO~Qes to Foreignets. The' 
p~ being a S~rittlal PraDce,. and the So.vcreigD of ' 
of N~les awoD?an, wpre not Co proper to comman~ 
in pr:t'fOn, and then:fort were fon-ed to do thatl . by . 
neceffity. which~othc:rs did ~Ut of weaknefs a~d in.
difcretioll. The: Florentines lay under the famecc
cellirty So for the~ nobility being extinguiOu:d'. by COD-. 
tinua difcords, aod tbcir Republic governed. I?-! fuch' 
as were bJed ·up ro a mercanti~ 'way Of life, the, were 
forced to fubplit to the: guidance and cond~ of 
others: fo that the ar~Tl1es of ,all the Italian Soates. 
were: aa uc han4s ei~er of petty Princes, or of Ad. 
venturers, and Soldiers of Fortune, wbo had 00 ebtc 
or dominions of their own; the former of whom ac
cepted thofe commands, not out of any laudable am
bition or defire of fame, but .merelyto fecure them
felves, and to live in greatc:'r affluence: and the latter 
having been bred up to the profeffion of arms from 
their youth, and confequently not able to turn their 
hands to any other employment, followed that way 
of life in hopes of gaining riches and reputation. 
The moft eminent of there were, Carmignuola, Fran
circo Sforza, N iccolo Piccinino. (w ho had been edu
cated under Braccia) Agnolo ddJaPergola, Lorenzo, 
and Micheletto Attenduli, Tartaglia, Giaccopaccio, 
Ceccolino da Perugia, Nicco)o da Tolentino, Guido 
Torello, Antonio dd Ponte ad Era, and feveral 
others; amongft whom may be reckoned thofe Lords 
that have been already mentioned: to whom we may 
add, the Batons of Rome, the U rfini, the Colonni, 
and many more Lords and Gentlemen of Naples and 
Lombardy, who depending altogether UpOD war for 
their fubfiftence, had formed a fort of combination, 
or private correfpondence amongft themfelves, and 
reduced it into a trade, or fyfi:em, as it were; which 
WI! fo dexteroufly managed by them, that when two 
States were at war, they were both almoft fure to be 
lofers at the end of it: by which means the art of 
war at laft became fo mean and contemptible, that 
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any cotnmon Captain. who had had but the leaft (park . 
of ancient valour, difdpline, 'or experience, would ... 
have held thofe very Gentlemen in the higheft de
rilion, who were then fo ftupidly admired and idolized 
by all Italy. The exploits of thefe lazy inactive' 

" Princes, and their pitiful Commanders, will be the 
chief fubjeCt of the following Hiftory. But before I 
proceed any farther, I' muft, accorrlihg to my pro
mife, in the 6rit place, deduce the Republic of Flo
rence from its original, in order to give the Reader a . 
clear view of its' fiate and condition in thofe times. -
and fhew by what means that city arrived at it, after 
the troubles and diftractions in which Italy had been 
involved for the fpace of a tboufand years. " 

END OF THE FIRST BOOKt 
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IJ'h~ uli?i'1..,PfCoIlJllies. The origi~? of Flore,,,t. W11e1ll1 
, ,1 toole lis 1Iamt. '.fhe firp dl'Vijio" Ibal hlljJpeneQ i" 
the Cil}. '.fhe rife of tbe Guelpb and Gbibelilll fill
lio"s~' '.Tbeir re-union, and 'tbe JGrm of glJ'lJer1jllltn' 
ejlablijhld in FIQrm&l • • 'Ihe injlilqlion of th~ 4n2iani, 
the Cap'lilin 'o/the People, and the Podejla~ .'.lbdr 
forGe'; ~a';,d gtnerO.flIJ in time of war. Manfred, '](jng 
of Naples, cbiif Palron Df the Ghibelines. '.lbe Pa
Iriolijm of Farin~/a 'Uberti. Charles Df Anjcu ,tallttl 
inlo Italy 6y tbe Pope. 4 reform of tbe State;1I FI,
renee. Frejh commotionf. 'fbi lfJ'lJernmtnt new m,
Jelled ~ Jhe Guelpbs. '.lbe twelve Buonhuomini atul, 
t'be'Crederiza appoinled; 'Gregory X. Pope. F1Qrmtl 
."der £,xtornilwnication., [""ocent V. /uccmls Gr.~gory. 
Cfhe jealotijj of tbe fopts. Nicbolas III.Popt.. 'Ibe 
Gbibelines returnfro1n banijhment. Marl;n, 'a Frmcb-

. mil';, ere9id POpt. "'.fbi GO'lJernnirnt refortned' liylbe' 
Citizens • . Cfbe injlitution of tbrei Priori 10 gMJern for 
IfDO 1IUnlbs.,. tl1Jd 10 be ,b.oje". i"Jijfe,-ently iJul of the 
Citizens: Vh, Signiory. ' DifcordJ betwixt the No"i
lily ana tbe People. A Gonfaloniere di Giuftizia, ". 
~/tindard·"~,"'r, aPR.oi'nfrd. 'fIJI No!Jilil) e~hwted I, 

., ." ' , tllf" 
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Book II. 
peate. 'Ihe fame admonilions givtn 10 the pefIPle. 
,Anolher reform in 'Florence ;n Iht lear 1298. A great 
lJ.arrel i,li/be f-Iy of Ibt Can(tllieriae Ibe !OIc4fifJlI 
lind (fI1Ift'luences of it., 'Ibey divide illlo tfIJO !at/ir;Iu, 
diftingui}bed by tbe "ll1ll,tS .of Bianchi and Neri, i. e. 
Whites and Blacks. lfl5tir Cbiefs and Parti/au. 
Cbarles of Palois made Govun" of Floren(e. NtfD 
'IrOllbhs oecafi_d by, "(:orfo ~onatitnf(Jmenlftl !Jy '":fb6 
Medici and Citlgni. '11 grml fiTt W Flo~e, 13a4. 
CWfo DOllati (ondemned as a rebel; bis deatb. Frtjh 
divijions. 'Ihe tyranny-and &ruell] of Lando d' Ago/;/JifJ. 

, 'The /llecefi oFCajlruccto ClJflra~ -.3 Councrr"of 
the Signiory to .Iaft forly mOlllbs. EleS;o1l of the 
magiftraltS '" .ImbQrfappn. RfH/Iondo da Cardona, 
gentral of the 'Florent;ne ar"ry; JJi's !Jad cOlldutl, de
feat, lind death., 'Ih~ Dulce of f',he1ls, Dtpltty-go
'Dunor of ·F/~rellce. lfIbe Empo-or,-L«ms of Bilvarill, 
&lIIIed. illto ,lt41y. 'The. ,4ealb .oJ C4/Jr:It(cf~. a!,d. (be 

" DuU q ,'Ca/tJIJria. A ,IIew mDliel of GtJ'fJ~""'M~t. 'c.fbe 
'. '" F~nJ.i1l~s qu~et lit hqmt., T'htir. new 6uih1~fll!~' "Their, 

·lr(l~fJ.utllil] diftp,.l;td. A Captf!i1l, of ' 1M gU!lrds ap-
o .... Iobitttl. .Maffeo. daMarruJi prt';)~nts' """engtigttnnlt 

';jel~i:tt thl latlion,s 'in. FltJr~nce .. '''1, ,bis "",edHltioll. 
, .'LfJ((fJ (old to the Flormtznes; a1'lli rillen' frDt1l tbl", by 

IIH ,PiJans. ~be DIl~e of Atbens made G()'fJtN,(J1'~'FIf). 
rqtrt. 'fbe JpeechfJf QJle of the Signi&ry 10 him. His 
~nJwer. ,H,;s made .SQ'lJertign IJ) the pffple.' Hil vio
lent 1M1I1ler I/.P'Queding..·Mallto oJ; MorfJ%!l!'fJ difcfJ. 
'Vers. fJ plot to him. f'lnee cDnfpira,jes. on bot qgainjl 

, ,., fJt the fome lime. ,;ttl infu,retlion b, ]~/gtence. 
~crlJe Duke ;s eq,lltd. His charaDtr. .dnfJJhtrrtj'or", • 
.crhe NolJiJily'I*,.ed out of tbeir offices. *fbe I;.~d fJl· 
tll1lpt of Andrea Slr~2i.f'be N~bltS entha'IJQllr I' 

.. refilJ'Vtr their flllt'hority. f'.be peb/ie t41., .rlllS fJ~J .,. 
luI) Jupprejs 1I~(m... . 

A MONGST o'thcr wife and Dobl~ intlitutiOlls of 
., .;. Jcmner Ki~do.ms 'and Republica, which are 

, difcontinucd in our times, it was the. cullQm to .build 
new towns and' cities upon every proper opportunity_ 

. . And 
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-Eook n. -0 F FLO R ENe E • . 
'And .,iildted notbing is ~ore worthy of a great and 
'gOod Prince, or a welt regulated Common-wealth, 
nor more for the intereft and advantage of a 'Province, 
"t~an to 'cfta~li{h fuch com~uni~ies, wh~re ~e:'l:'may 
live togetber for greater -convenIence, either of cul
tivating [he earrh, or of mutually affifting a'nd de
fending each 'Other: and this they ufualty effciaed. 

· by fending fome of their ow~ fubjeB:s '[b inhllbit' fuch 
"countries' as they:had either :.conq.u~ted or foutrd 'un-
· pebpled. Such r~t~lement~ were called Colonies; -:rn:d 

,: ferved "not orily to -beautify and meliorate dIe face :of 
· the country, .bY'building Ilew towns, but to render 
-it more fc:cure" to the Conqueror, 'by filling th,e -void 
· places, aildtnaking a p'roper diftribution' 'of ,the 
people 'fhrough every part.of it. Thus,li\1ing with 
greater comfort' and conv.enience, the innabitants 

- IDultiplieci-fafter, ,and were inore able to in'vade- others. 
'or de-fend fhemfdves. But t~is ·cuftom --tre-lD'g now 
laid a~de, eitber'by- the fupi'nene~'or bad policy of 
Princes and "Rc:p.ublics, fom~ Province:~, ne ~come 
exceeding 'weak,. and, others totally ruined.' lFor this 
Order alone fecures a 'Countrt'~nd' fllls it with.peopif'. 
It recures it, becaufe'a Colony. pl'ante4 by-a Piim:e, in 
a Coutmy newly conquercB, is a fort 'of 'J! gaTtifbn 
to chefk' and keep the nativ~~ 'jn'.obedienct. < ,ReD des, 
'without 'it, no 'Province could long continue pro. 

a,petIJ inhabited, nor preferve a juft diftribution of 
~ the:peQp\e: for as all.parts of it cannot be equally 

'fertile; "or -healthful, men will naturally abandon the 
barren places, arid are' carried off by diftempers . in 

-tbofe'that are unwholfome; fo that except fome "way 
can -be found tq. invite frdh fettlers: 'from the ot~er 
quarters, to inhabit both .the one and the other, 'that 
'Province muD: foon be ruined; as the .aban~ni!1g 
fome. places "'eaves them defolat~,. and, crow~itlg roo 
large numbers into oihers, .exhatifts and imJS:overi~es 
them. '4nd fince thefe incotlveo'ic:ndesare not to 'be 
remedie:d ~y nature alone, ar~~an'cl induftry muft;be 
applied ': . for we fee many cQuntri,es , that Were at firft 
unhealthful, much altered 'whel'l they cbme to be in-

1 habited 

... 
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,80 THE HIS TOR Y Book If. 
hahited heopl€"~ [he 
parified hy tillag€" ~","nd ","ir by fir€""," 

'without that, affiftance, nature only cauld never have 
df€"cted. Of this~' Venice is a remarkable inftance t 

thouph it wrr huilt fen€"h ~md , 
fituatian; the cancourfe of fa many~,people at one time 
foon made it healthful. ,Pifa li{<ewife, on account of 

~a!~~~~'~ere d~~~~:es e~f;h€"lb ter!f~;~~~;~e~; 
Saracens, and flocked thither in fuch numbers, that 

Yaa~b€" €"a~om €"~~€"fe~l~i~l~2: €":! aOW Ba€" 
of fj}{hion, new conquefts are not fo eafily main
tained, void plac~s pot fo foon filled, nor thofe thClt 

too maah fo 
whence it comer paYs, z:hat in 
world, and particularly in Italy, are now become de-

, ,. \.mpeadlsd, €"ompz:rildn .of 
a"kfare in hasmc:r ; thr tme of faih~ta 
i;: that Prince~ pow no 'appetite.for true glo~y~ 
and Commonwe31ths po longerobferve the laudablo 
€"i4ftomi inllittllions to do. 

In former times, I fay then, many new Cities *ero' 
founded, and feveral, that had been built before, much 

ea~~~fi:~l€"R' w,'", C~;~~ . . . 'the to 
of Fie[ole, and augmented by the people they were 
"~mtinlJtlly thither. ,It is cert~inr if Dan'te 

GjrmYnni ~re be f'h"kft the 
tizens ~f'i fiefole, which is fituated upon ;h;f'top' ~ 
hUI, marked OUt 3 plot of ground upon the plaID that 

betlb~at the of th"thiU s~md the 
the "~mvenit~""h of m€"rthants ; fa 

might be conveyed thither with lefs difficulty, and 

~;;~ofef' bW;"R'w~;;t~T.~I~:d. that m€"t"1~ntz:~ I 

their goods in, which, in courfe of tiQ'le, became. ~ 
fettled habitation. BlJt when the Romans had fec'urcd 
It€"ly bh dddat'tion 
'~rthil~e, they be&an t£:; multiply excebhiI'lSlr: 

,m~A 



Book II. OF FLORENCI!.' 
tn~n will nOt live any longer in want and ~iftrefs thout 
they are compelled to ie, by abfoltlCe ntceffity: and 
though the terrors of war may force them for a while 
fo take fhelter in defart mountains, artd inacceffible 
places; . yet, when tne danger is blown over. comfort 
and c=onverlience allure them back ag~in. and they 
natutally rerutn to places that are n10re habitable and 
commodious'. The fecurity, therefore. which was 
tftablifhc:d in Italy, by the teplitation of the Roman 
arms, might poffibly be the oeCaGon that this pta:ce 
iilcreafed fa faft from fo {mall a beginning, that it 
rOOD came to be a town, which at firft was caUed 
Villa Arnina. . 

After this, tbere arof~ civil wars in Rome betwixt 
Marlus ahd Sylla, theh betwixt Cefar- and Pompey .. 
and blUy betwixt t~e acramns of Crerar and thofe that 
undertook to revenge his death. Sylla Was the tirft-. 
and afeer him. the three Roman ~i[jzens who revenged 
the death' of Crefar and divided-the Empire, that fent 
colonies to Fiefo'le; all, or the greater part of which, 
fettIed in a plain not far froth the town which was 'al~ 
teady begnn ': 'fo that by this addition, the place be
cante f9 fqll of buildings and inhabitants, and .fuch.' 
provifions were made for a civil government, that it 
might well be reckoned amongft the cities of Iraly. 
But wfjence'it took the name of -Floreflce is nat fo 
dearly known. Some will have it, that it was fo 
called from Fiorino, one of the chiefs of the colony. 
Others fay.' it waS not catled Florentia, but Fluentia 
at 6rft, from its being'fituated fa near the ftream of 
the Arno; and to fupport their a{ferticn they produce 
thettftimony of Pliny,' who fays t~ " The FJuentines 
are fcared upon the banks of the Arno'," But that 
{tems to be an error, becaufe Pliny is there fpeaking 
of the fituation, not the name, of the Florentines; 
and the word Fluentini ismoft probably a corruption 
'of' the ~xt, finee Fronrinus and Tacitus, two writers 
that were nearly cotemporary with Pliny, caU the 

t Nat. Hift. 1. iIi. C.2S' '. 
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ItJ T a:E His TOR l' &ok If; 
tpwn Florentia and the people Florentines: and it is 
certain, that in the time of Tiberi-us, they were go
verned by the fame. laws and auth~rity that the reft 
Qf the cities in Italy were then fubjeCt to. Of which 
we fee a ·proof in Tacitus t. who relates, that the 
Florentines fent deputies to petition the Emperor thac 
he would not fuffer their country to' be ruined by 
turning the ftream of the rivet Clanis upon it, as wa. 
qefigned: and it is abfurd to fuppofe that city ihould 
have two names at the fame time. It is my opinion, 
tl1erefore, whatever might Qe the ocealion of its ori .. 
ginalor denomination,. that it was always called' Fw
tentia. It was founded under the Roman Empire,. 
and began to be mentioned in HiRorr· in the time of 
the firO: Emperors: and when the Empire was over
run by Barbarians. Totila, King of tbe OO:rogoths,. 
tQok a.nd demolilhed Florence. Two hundred year • 
• fter which, it was rebuilt by Charlemagne, from 
whore time, till the year 1215, it follOwed the for~ 
tune of thofe that fucceflively had the rule in 1taly. 
(or, during that period, it wa~ governed firO: by the 
pofterity of Cha.rlemagne, afterwards by the Beren. 
garii, and laO: of aR by the German Emperors, as we 
bave already 1hewn in our fummary of the affairs of 
Italy. 

In'thofe days, tl\e Florentines being under the da4 
~inio~ of foreigners, were not a~le either to exten~ 
th~~r b<>undaries, or to perform any thing worthy of 
{et¥:tion, except, that on St. Romulus's day, in the 
I~ar 1010, whkh the Fiefolans obferved as a folema 
feft.val, they took· and deftroyed Fiefole, av~i1inB 
l~emfelve~ either of the connivance of the Emperors, 
f!)r the opportunity that was afforded th~m by the inter
fegnlll11 betwixt the death of one Emperor and the 
~lf!aion of another. But afterwards, when the POpCs 
fltrume~ greater authority in Itaty, and the power of 
Jhe Germ,n $mperors was upon the waqe, ~11 t~c 

. towns qf that provinc~ began to govern themfelvcs, . 

t Annal. lib. i. ad finc~. 
and 
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lb>k tl. 0 F F' LOR ENe ~. IS 
and fhewed but little regard to their Princ~s: fo th:at 
in the year JO~O, Italy was in a manner divided be:
twixt Henry the Third and the Church, • Notwith
tbru:hng which, the Florentines always fubmit~ilJg to 
,he: Conque:ror~ and aiming at nQtruQg further than 
their own prc:fervation, kept themfelves'luitt alJd un .. 
divided till the year .J 2 i 5. But;as it js obfc:rved, that 
the latcr dife~fes make their approach, the more dan .. 
gerpus and morral they commonly are to th~ bumfllJ 
body: fo the long~r it was before Flor~nce w~ 
feiud by the ,p.rQxyfms of faction, the more fatal 
they proved when It did happen. The caure of its 
nrft Divifion is very well known. as it has been a1-
r~d, relalcd by Dante and fever,al other Writers: 
however, I fhall give a {hort ~ccount of it. 

The gre;.teft apcJ mof! powerful families in Flo-' 
rence at th~ time, were the BuondelmoDti and the 
U~rti; and next to them, tbe Amadei and Donati. 
In the family of the Donati t~re was a very rich wi· 
dow Lady, who had a daughter of remarkable beauty. 
This Lady had teColvcd with herfelf to marry hel' 
daughter to Meffer Buondelmonre, a young Cavalier, 
who was then head of that family; but rither out of 
aegligence, or becaufe (he thought it was yet in good 
time, {he had not communicated her defign to any 
body: fo that before (he was aware. young Buon
delmonre had engaged' himfelf to I daughter of the 
Haufe of Amadei, at which the old Lady was ex
(eedingly difappointed and chagrined. But as fbe 
~terrai~d fome hopes that her daughter'~ beaut, 
might ftill h'lve power enough ,to. break: the match, 
fering him come alone ODe day towards her houflf, 
ihe went to the door with her daughter to falute him 
as he 'paa-cd by, and amongti other compliments told 
him, "She could net help fincerely rejoicing when 
ftle heard he was going to be married, though, in. 
d~e~t fhe had till then kept her own daughter lingle 
(whom fbe prefented to him) in hopes that fbe jbf)uld 
hue ~n his Bride." The young Gentleman, (truck 
with btr .cJuaordiDary beauty, ~n4 c:onfidcring thac 

G 2 hit 
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·her family and fortune were not inferior to that of 
'the Lady to whom he was contraCl:ed,grew fo' ena
-moured of her, that, 'without refleCting upon the cn
'gagement he was under, the bafenefs he fhould be 
·guilty of in breaking' it, or the confc:quences that: 
'might enfue, he immediately replied, " Madam, 
fince you have rc:ferved her for me, and it is not yet 
'too late, I fl:ould be very ungrateful to reject fueh an 
'offer i" and prefently after was married to her. Bur. 
'as foon as the wedding was made public, it fo exaf
perated the Amadei and Uberti, who were: nearly al
lied to the Donati, that after aconfultarion amonglt 
themfdves and fevera} other relations, it was re'
folved, that the affront was too grievous to be put 
up, and could not be fufficic:ntly auoned for, but by 
"the death of young Buondelmonte; and though fome 
·de£ired them to confider the eonfequences, Moftha. 
Lamberti replied, "thofe who conGdered every thing. 

'would never conclude upon any thing." adding the 
old proverb, Colo JIJlta tapa ba, "when a thing is 
once done, there is an end of it.'" ,The fael: being 
thus determined upon, the execution of it was left 
to the faid Mofcha, Stiatta Uberti, Lambertu€cio 
,Amadei, and Oderigo Fifand. ,Accordingly, on ,tbe 
morning of Eafter-day, being: pofted in the houfe! of 
the Amadei, betw~xt the old Bridge and St. Ste
phen'S, as Meffer Buondelmonte .was paffing the river 
on horfc:back. without fear or fufpicion, (as if he 

·thOlaght the ,affront would have been as eafily for
'gotten as the match had been broken) they fclt upon 
him at the foot of 'th~ ,Bridge, and killed him, clofe 
by a Statue of Mars'; which -then ftood there. This
murdc:r di~ided the whole city, one part of it liding 
with the Buondelmonti, the other with the Uberti , 

,and as both the families were' vlry powfrful in .al
liances, cafiles,. and ad~erents, the quarrel continued 
many years before either of them could 'entirc:Jy get 
the better of theotber: for though their. animalities 
could nor be utterly extinguifhed by a firm and laO:-

: ing reconciliation, yet thq were often palliated and 
com-
., ..... .:.TfI 
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Beok II. OF FLORENCE. 
compored for a while by truces and ce{fation of he. 
ttilities; by which manner of proceeding. as new ac· 
cidents and events happened. they were fometimes 
quiet, and fometimes at variance. In [his frate Flo
r~nce continued till tbe reign of the Emperor Fre
d,erick the Second. who- being likewife King of· 
Naples, aRd deurous to firengchen himfelf againfl 
the Church. and eftablilh his intereft more fecurely in 
Tufcany. thought it no bad expedient to join the 
Uberti and their party, who. by his amftance, were 
~.nabled to drive the Buondelmonti out of Florence;' 
and thus that city (as, all the reftin Italy were before) be
£arne diyided ,io,to the tw.o FaCtions of· Guelphs an,d 

• Machiue1 fay., in the urft !book of this Hiftory, ,t'bat Piftoia was 
tbe lir! place where thefe names of diltinEtion were ufed. But other 
autbot$ fay that the words Guelph and Gbibeline derive their originlll ' 
from a Idlifm which difl\ll'hed tbe Church in tbe year 1130, occa-' 
.oned by ,the competition betwixt the two Popes Innocent II. and 
An.1clete. 'The greater part of Chl'iftendom acknowledged 'Innocent, 
wbo was ftrc;nuoUily [upPOlted by the We/tern Emperor. Anaclete, 
the Antipope, h;ld tbe countenance and a1Iiflance of Roger, Count of 
Naples and 5\clly, a martial Prince, defcended from, the Normans, 
who had conquued that country, The preten~ of tbi. double elec
tion haviDg kept a l'Var on foot eight years together. in which R,o,er. 
for the molt part, had the advantage, the Emperor Conrade III. hlm- . 
{elf marched Into Italy. at the head of an army of Germans, leaving 
hi' (on,Princ.e Henry to fol1o.w bim. Roger therefore, to oppore him 
wil~ forces of his ow~ nation,prevaile~ upGn Guelph, Duke, of Ba
"ana, to come to hll affiftance. Dunng t~e courfe of tllll war,
wbich began in the year ~139, it fometimes happened, that the Em
peror's army lVas commanded by,the faid Prince Hel\ry, who was 
brought up at the v.mage of Ghibeline in Germany, the /ituation of 
wbich being exceeding pleafant made J.im particularly fond of it.
One day, when the armies on each /ide were dra).":Il lip, and ready to 
engage, tbe Bavarians, out of compliment to their geDeral, cried out. 
a Guelpb. a Glielph; and the Emperor's troops, on the otber hand; 
Alouted a Gbihtline, a Ghibeline. Thefe word. feeming barbarous 
to the Italianl t!lat were in R,oger's ~J:Il1' they came to Guelph to 
know the meanang of them, who told tllem. that tbe Pope's party 
.. ere meant hy the word Guelph, and the Emperor-a, by Gbibeline r 
from whence thore names becllme fo common in both armies, that 
·the <tui vive, or challenge given by,Centinel. at their po/h, was ge
nerally, who goes there? a Guelph, or a Ghibeline? and they were
appropriated 'to tbe Italians, ac:corcJijlig to their re(peB,ve fidcs •. At 
W, indeed, tbey were \lfed QII1y to ddlinguifh AnacJete's party from. 
the Emperor": but afterwards, Roger baving vanquifhed Pope Inno
.cent, and taken bim prifoner, be obliged him, at the price of hi. 
liberty, to ereB the countries o(Naplc:s and Sicily into Kingdoms I by 
.w\aich tre!'t)', ~oger bem, taken olf from the mtere! or the An",-

Ghi· 
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THR HISTORY Book If • 
. Ghibeline~. Ie may not be amif$, therefore, to relate 

what families adhered to each parry. Thofe that fol
lowed the Guelphs, were the Buondelmonli, Nerli\ 

• Roill, Frefcobaldi. MOlzi, Heidi, Pulei, Gherardini, 
Forabofchi, Bagndi, Guidalotti, Saccheni, Manieri~ 
Lucardefi, Chi~ramonti, COr1lpiobefi, Cavi\1canti; 
Giandonati, Gianfigliazzi, Scali, Gualterotti, lmpor-' 
tuni, Boltichi, Tornaquinci, Vecchieui, Tofinghi~ 
Arrigucci. Agli, Sizii, Adimari, Vifdomini, Donati, 
Pazzi, pella Bella, Ardinghi, Teobaldi, and Cerchi. 

• Thofe that took part wilh the Ghibdines were the 
Uberti. Man nelli, Ubriachi, Fifanti, Amadc:i, In,
fanganti, Malefpini, Scolari, Guidi, Galli, Cap
prardi, Lamberti, Soldanieri, Cipriani, Tofchi, Ami
eri, Palermini, MigHorelJi, Pigli, Bamcci, Cattani" 
Agolanti, Brundlelchi, Caponfachi, Elilei, Abbati~ 
T adaldini, Guiochi, and ·Gahgai, to which noble fa
milies on each fide, great numbers of the common 
people joined themfelves; fo that the whole city in a 
manner was divided betwixt thefe two parties. 

The Guelphs being thus forced out of the city, 
retired intO that part of the vale which lies higher up 
the river Arno, where moft of their ftrol1g places and 
dependenc~s lay, and defcmde~ them .as well as they 
~ould, agalnft the forces of their enemIes. But when 
Frederick died, thofe few who flood neuter, haying 
great imereft and reputation amongft the people, 
shought it much better to reunite the city, if pof~ 
fib~, than to ruin it by fomenting the Divifion: for 
which purpofe, th~y at taO: prevailed upon the 
(:iuelphs to forgive the injuries and difgrace they had 
fuffered, and to return; and upon the Ghibelines, to 
forget the caufe or their format animofities, aad to 
receive them. After they were reunited in this man-

pepe. and engaging heartily with tIle Chw-ch, alfur.d the name.of 
Guelph to the Pope'i party, and conftrmtld chat of Gbibeline to th~ 
faBion of the Empetor. 

Thefe t"o {aBion. ".r' in the beilJbt of tbeir emulation two bun
I!1red )'ean aft.r. that i.tofay. about the ytar Ij'O, 1IIohich \Y3.S very 
near tb. time that Qdnacoio Cair.InIli w., in hi, hiSheft profpcrity. 
Biondo. Sigonius. 

• ner, 
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ner, tlley j.udged it a proper time to take fome mea.
Cures for the .recovery of the. ir liberty, and to prO
,ide for their commOn defence, before the new £m
peror grew Orong enoygh to preve.nt it. With thi~ 
"iew they divided the .city in~o fi~ parts, and chofe 
lwelve citizens, two to govern each ward, with the 
title of Anziani, bout to be: change.d !!very y~ar •. T~ 
prevent any feuds or c;lifcon~ents tl,tat might arife 
{rom the determination of judiciary matters, they 
.conftituted two judges that were not Florentines, (one 
~f whom was ftyled, the Captain of the People, and 
;the other the Podeft~) to adminifter juftice· to the 
people, in all caufes civil anc;l criminal. And finc,e 
Laws are but of little authority and thore duration, 
-where there is not Cufficient power to fupport and en
force them. they r.aife~ twenty Bands Qr Companies 
in the city, acd feventy-fix more in the reft of their 
.territories, in which aU ,the yoath were ertlifted. and 
,obliged to be ready armed under their refpetlive co
)ours, whenever they were required fo to be by the 
Captain of the Anziani. And as their colours were 
~ifferent, fo were their weapons i fome of them ufing 
croCs- bows, and others being armed with fwords ani 
largets. Their Enfigns or Standard-bearers were 
changed every year with great formality at Whit(ur;l
~de, and frelli officers appointed to command the 
·whole. To add more dignity and refpe& to their 
,army, and provide a fort of Head-colour.s;[o which 
.every one might repair when he was driven out of 
the battle, to 1helter himfelf, and make head afrefh 
,agaioll: the enemy, they ordered a large carriage, co
vered .with red trappings, to be drawn along with it, 
by cwo oxen, upon which a red and white ftandard 
was difplayed. And whenever their forces were to be 
-drawn out, th,is Carriage was brought into the Me~
cato N LlOVO, o;r N.ew Market, and delivered to the 
Captains of the people with much ceremony. An~ 
for the greater folemnity in their military expeditions, 
they had a bell called Martinella, which was tolled 
fgt a ,month together withOUt" ccaUng, before they 

G.. tOQk 
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took the field, ~hat tbe enemy might have time to 
provide for their d({ence: for fuch a fpirit.of gene:
roliey then prevaile4 among~ them, and with J~ mucll 

. magnanimity djd th~y beh!1ve, that though, now in· 
deed, it is reputed laudable and good policy tp ;it. 
t$ck an En~my unprepared, i~ was l~oked upon i,! 
thofe days ~s bafe and treacherous. Tbis Bell w~? 
always 'carried along with tqeir armie$ when they 
marched; and by it, their fignals for poll:ing ~nd rc:
lieving guards an~ c~ntinels, an~ other warlike ope:
rations were regulated. 

By fuch difcipline in their civil and military :lffair~. 
the Florentines laid the foundation of their liberty; 
and it is hardly to be cO!1ceived, how much ftreng[~ 
and authority they acquired in a very fhort time: for 
their city not only became the capital of Tufcany, 
l>ut was reckoned amongft the principal in Italy; 

, and inde~d th~re is no degree of grandeur to which ~t 
inight no~ have attained, if it had not been ob. 
ftruB:ed by frequent and almofr continual difcords 
and'divifions, For the fpace of ten years they lived 
uncer this form of governmen,t; during which time, 
they forced the States of Piftoia, A rezzo, and Siena, 
to enter into a confederacy with lhem, and in therr 
return with t[e;~ army frem the laO city, they toof 
Volterra, demohfhed feveral call1es, and brought the 
inhabitan~s ~o fl~ren~e.. ,Jn ~~I. thefe expeditions, 
the Guelphs had the chief dlrectIon and cO~qland, as 
they were mucl1 more popular and powerf~11 'than th'e 
~hjbelines, who had be'l:lved themfdves fo impe
riouOy in the reign of Frederick, when they had the: 
upper hand, that th'ey were become very odious to 
the:, pe~ple, and b~caufe the party of the Chur~h 
was gene.ra)~y thought to favour their attempts to pr~
ferve ~~elr hber.ty~ whilft th~t of the E'11pe~or ~nd~~-
voured to deprIve them of It. '. 

The Ghibdines,' in t~e mean time, finding their 
authority '(0 dwindled, w.erc:. not a little dir~oi1tentfd, 
and only waited for a proper opportunity to feize 
upon the goverilm~nt again. 'Seeing therefore, th!t 

, Man-
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Bookli. OF FLORENCE,' 8, 
Manfred, the Son of Frederick, King of Naple$. 
bad efi~blilhed himfelf'in the potrellon of that Killg
porn, and fufticientlyreduced [pe power of th« 
~hurch. they thought the junCture not unfavouh 
able for the execution of their defigns,. and entered 
into a private correfpondence with him in hopes of 
his amnance: but for want of due Jecrecy in thefe 
practices, they were difcover~d by the Anziani, who 
.thereupon fummone~ the Uberti to appear before 
~hem. But inftead of obeying, they took up.arms and 
fortified themfelves in their houfes: at which the 
people were 10 incenfed that they likewife ran ,to arms. 
and by the help of the Guelphs obliged ,the whole 
parcy of the Ghibelines to quit Florence and tranfport ' 
themfdves toSien~. There they fued for aid to Man. 
fred, who gran~ed it, and the Guelphs were defeated 
upon the bank~ "f the River Arbia, with fuch Gaugh
,er (by the King's forces under the conduct of Fari. 
nata degli Uberti) that thofe who ercaped from it, 
giving up their city for loft, fled direCtly to Lucca, 
~nd left florence to provide for itfelf. Manfred had 
given the f:ommand of the auxiliaries which he feot 
to the Ghibelines, to Count Giordano, a foldier of 
no fmall reputation. in thole times. This Giordano. 
~fter his yiCtory, immediately advanced with the 
Ghibelines to Florence, and not only forced .the city 
to acknpwledge .Manfred for its fovereign, but de
pofed the Magi~rates. and either entirely abrogated, 

'pr altered all laws and cuftorns that might look like 
remains of their former liberty;. which being exc
~uted with great rigour and infolence, en Hamed the 
people: to fuch a degree, that if they did not love 
the qhibelines before, they now became their inve
terate: and implacable enemies; which averfion con-

: tinually increafing, . at 1aft proved their . utter de-
ftruction. , 

Giordano being obliged to return to Naples upon 
.affairs of great confequeoce, to that Kingdom, lefe 
Coune Guido Novello, Lord of Cafentino, at Flo
r~nce, as deputy for the King there; who caUed: a 

. Coun-
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Coundl of the Ghibelines at Empoli, in- which it was 
ttnanimoufly refolved, that in order to maintain their 
pGwer in Tufi:any, it was nece1fary to demolifh Flo
Je&ee cDtirely~ as the people were n~ch- rigid Gue~phs. 
.bere, that it was the only city capable of fupporcing 
the de<:lining party of the Church" There was OQC 

i> mucb as one citizen or friend tha~ h~ ~ouragc:: 
enough to oppofc this truel fenrence upon fo noble 
_lid magnificent a city, txcept Farinata Uberti, w~o 
.nly and boldly protefted againft it, declaring that 
Jse had not undergone fa much fatigue, nor expofe4 
.imftlf to fo many dangers, but EO live quietly af .. 
terwards at bonae l nor was he then in a humour tc) 

"jea what he had Co long and earnelll, fought for, 
er to flight the favours which good Fortune at lall: 
Mel graDted him t that on tlole contrary he was deter
.ined to exe,t himfelf againft any ODe who fhouM 
~o about to prevrllt it~ .ith as much zeal and vig()uC' 
as he had di>ne againft the GueJphs; and that if ei/· 
mer mean jeaJoufy or cowardice fhould prompt tbem 
~ mdcllvour the ruin of their city, they might at
tempt it if they pleafed, but he hoped he fhould be 
able 1!0 clefend i. with the fame valour that had driven 
out his former enemies.-Farinata was a man of great 
courage'~ an excelltnt foldier. head of the Ghibdine 
fattion~ and in fo much elleetn with Manfred him
felf~ that hit authority alone quaIhed the efFeas of 
.~t rfwlution, and plit them upon confldering of 
».ew ways and mea.t1s to kce-p themldves in pofi"cfiioA 
of the government. , 

The Gwlpbs, ill tM! interval, wno had taken re
fuge ill Lucca, being ddieed to withdraw out of thi~ 
city by the Lucchdto, at the threats of the Count. 
"tired to Bolagna l from whence they wete invited 
a,y their friends at Patma, to join them againft tbe 
Ghibelines in thofe parts, and behaved fo well there, 
that after thtj' had cotltluered t-hem, they had their 
p&lreffions given them as a reward for their valour. 
So t~t having in rome nic!afure recovered their ftrength 
-aDd ttputation, and heating that Pope Cle~cnt had 

called 
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p:2lklled Ch2lkrles ArrJrru to drrpofe Marr= 
fred if pomble, they fent Deputies to his Holinef1 

~nd2lkr theze f2lk£"£"ice, whi2lkh Prr2lke nm:· 
only a~cepted, but fent [hem a frandard whi~hthe 
GUe\hPP:S fEve£" fEfrez in th£"ir ?"r£"rs, £"nd 
J>y the Florentines at this tim~. 

A tbTIS ?"r£"S rrijt d£"feat£"d 
Charles, but deprived of his Kingdom and nain 

az the Guelt,hs ob Fh£"£"enc£" bad eO G?"rell 

that action, their party grew daily bolder and more 
?"rigorurrs, ob the frill 

,.eaker. Upon~ ,!hi~h, Coun.t~ Guid~ N?!ello, and 
hiTIAOfe ,hat ,rrerc Edt crrmmllitzon ?"rlth t±lm to grr
!cr~ Florence, refolved to try if it was poffible by 
lrrmtv end trfEetmee?:, W ?:eCtr£"Uer 
of the people, whom they found they had cxafpe- -
TIw:TIw:red th£" laft deg?:£"£" by thei£" £"ppedlivrr rrnd rriolerr£" 
Planner of pro~ceding. But thofc favours, which, if 

• This Manfred was a bamrd fon of t£"e Emperor TIw:ruVerick IJ. It 
;, r.id, he fmothered Jlis father in his bed; and afterwards caured 
rAkRl'a,ZRR:, fon th, faid TIw:rperk', to poi"'ATed. ('onuA(, left 
fon, whofe name wal Conradine, to ",hom Manfred made bimfelf 
(3RR:ardian, At laft be polfeffed bimfelfof the kingdom of Sicily. 
r£"icb gO""1Rned dtven years conLbnt tmable, Amd di,ifionA, 
He quarrrlled with Pope Innocent IV. carried tbe W3r into his do
Utin;onl, an!' rO'.lted ~is fo~cea in Dece~ber uSf, by the help,.of the 
mraCeRA§ of "nCina. §§ftenkRArds tOORA she §RAiintkRA iif FkR,nl frAme 
the Church, and was excommunicated by the Pope~ Urban IV. a~d 
(;IemeiAi IV: thii former of which Pontifs called~ C~arlep of Alli<!u into 
31[i'ly, RAiid lniitfted WAti' tbe ok tLap}fA and nAtlly, 
order to make war upon Manfred, as 3n enemy to the Church. It is 
ii:,por!td, thtA he fA:,de an~ ?ver!ure of, peace to Charles to which 
iF:eat PRiRice 1Rttiirnen the mdowmtk aniA'"tr I" f!§" 8Mlt_fA 
!AuI'm. (f(\ be called Manfred, with whom the Saracens of I.auria or 

;=~ri;R 3fi;J~~::1iith,m(eh!ts) vel biiiii; !~~n{di:~ d;t;i~~ 
of Luccri3, that I very loon either fend him to hell, or be /hall 

f~:dp~~nt"ar~~:;:t:,cF~~~~~~l ;R~,ed A;Ai~e :biii:iit~:~~t 
h,is life, :and wa~. fO,und cove,red al.l,over !,"i,th blood and dirt. He was 
iRiiOWtk FDto tkltClA AAear me Bni£"e at uene""A;to, b,cau(;R he 
El!:com_nnicnI"d, afttrward", as modem aiitdor frtki, Piii~n 
~ment" caufed his ,~ody to be ~rried .ou.t of the Chu~b.)ands. 
bd:anft§A4 had: tkiS d"iitkhtei LonfbfAla Iii to L,*ter 

Aringon, the y,*ar ul"", ; aiid upeii this match, PdiiCU 
!a,~~~~1G~I:~:' their pretenfioll& to the kingdom of Napla. Co). 

tbey 
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tbey ha~ been properly app)ied~ and before they. 
wc:re extorted hy neceffity, might pombly have had 
a good efft:cl:, were now conferred with 10 bad a 
grace, that intlead of doing chern any fervice, they 
only contributed to haften their ruin. To cajole and 
ingratiate them1elves with the people, they thought. 
it .would be fufficient if they gave them back (ome 
part of thGfe privileges and that authority which they 
had robbed them of. For which purpofe, they choie 
fix: and thirty citizens out of the people of FJorence~ 
and two gentlemen of higher rank from amongft their 
ftiends at Bologna, to whom they gave a commiffion 
to reform th~ State as they pJeafed. Thefe Dele
~ates. at their firft meeting, divided the city into 
diftinct Arcs or Trade~ over each of which they con
flituted a Magiftrate,. who was ~o adminifter juftice to. 
all that were in his department; and,' to every art a 
~para[e ,bapner was aUigned, ul}dl'r which they might 
affLmble in arms whenever the fafety of 'the public 
Il!'quired il. At 6rft thefe Art' or Companies were 
twelve, feven greater, and five lefs: but the lefs .be
ing afterwards augmented .to fourteen, the whoJe num
ber amc~nted to twenty-one, and continue [0 to be: a~ 
pre:ent. 

The u~formers proceeding to make other alt~rations 
likewire for the common good, Count Guido, who 
thought bimfdf obliged to make fame provifion foa:: 
his fuldiers. cau[ed a tax to be laid upon the citizens 
t:,.,r that purpofe, but met with fo much oppotition 
in the: matter, that he never durft ufe any compulfive 
means'to colleCt ire ' So chat perceiving all would- be 
10ft, if he did not take fame meafures to prevent it. 
he held a private confultation with the chiefs of the 
Ghibeline faction, in which it was refolved tQ take 
-that back again from the people which he had fo in
confiderately given them; and if it fPould be necef
jary. even by force of arms. Accordingly, when he 
thought he had made fufficient preparations for the 

,execlJtion of his defigl), he took an opportunity of 
raiiing a tumult whilft the thirty-fix. reiormers were 

, fitting i. 
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fitting; at which they wer~ fo frighted that they re
tired to their houfes. But the enfigns {)f the (evei'd 
arts being immediately difplayed, the people repaired 
to them in arms, and underftanding that Count Guido 
and his party were at St. John's, they made a ftand 
nCaT Trinity Church, and chofe Giovanni Soldanieri 
for their leadeT. - The Count, on the other hand, 
baying notice_ where they had pofted t~mfelves, j~ 
ftantly ~dv_apce(,i to attack them; and the people not 
declining an engagement, they, met near a place that 
is now called la Loggia de Tornaquinci, where the 
Count was worfted and - moR: of -his party thin;. 
Daunted at this repulfe, and apprehenfive that the 
enemy would fall upon him again 'in the night uti. 
murder him, now he had fo few forces to truft to, 
and thofe beatcn.-and difmayed, he· refolvetl to' fave 
himfdf by flight; and his f~ars were fo violent that, 
even contrary to the perfuafion of the heads of the 
Ghibeline party, he retired in all hafte ~o 'Prato, wira 
whal men be had' l~ft. However, as foon as' he found 
himtelf in a place of fecurity and had recovered' his 

. (pirits, he was f~nfib)e of his error; ,and being de-
(trOllS to retrieve his reptitation, he marched' back 
early the ne~t morning to Florence, in. hopes of re~ 
gaiDing that with honoui' which h~ had loft with 
fo much ignominy. But he was difappointed' in that 
defign alfo; for though perhaps it might have been 
very difficult to drive him out of the city, the people 
found it no hard matter to keep him out whetn he 
was fo: fo that he was forced to draw off 'once- more 
with infinite difgrace and chagrin to Cafentino, and 
the Ghibelines retired to other towns that were of their 
party. 

The people having thus gOt the upper hand, re~ 
folved to unite the city again if pomble, and by the 
advice of thofe that wifhed weU to the commonwealth, 
to recall aU {uch' citizens as had been forced "to leave 
their homes. whether they were Guelphs or Ghibe. 
lines. Inconfequence of which, the GUr'lphs re. 
turned, fix years after. they had been banHhed, the 

lato 
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late attempt of the Ghibelines was pardoned, and 
they were fuffcred to come back again. But they 
tlill continued very odious both to the Guelphs and 
the pe0ple; the former not being able to forgive the 
difgrace and hardfuips of their long exile, nor the 
l,mer to forget their infolence' and tyranny when they 
had the government in their hands: fo thilt their an. 
c;ient animolities were not yet entirely extinguifhed 
either on one fide or the other • 

. Whilft the affairs of Florence were in chi. fituation, 
• rum.oQr was fpread, that Conradine; nephew t9 
M.nfred, was marching with an army out of Ger
m.ny to ihvade the I(ingdom of Naples: at which 
news, the Ghibclines began to conceive frelb hopes 
C)f recovering their former a\lthority. and th~ 
GUelphs being no Icfs follicitous to fccure thcmfelve~ 
ik/lin{\ the attempts Qf t.heir enemies, a~plie4 to Kine 
CharicS for amftance, In cafe Conradme fhould ac,. 
tually come. This rcqpeft being gr~ntcd, his forcct 
imm,diately began their march: ~pon which, the 
Guelphs gr~w fQ infolent, and the courage of th~ 
Ghibclines was liamped to fuch a degree, that they 
Ib:d out of ~h<= city two days bcf~>rc the .rrival of 
thofe fuccours, After t~e departuF~ of the GhiQG
lines, the FloreptiQcs neW m9d~lled tQcir city, and 
chofe twelve principal Mltgiftrates, whp were to c:on
linue in authority n9 10lJger than twq months, n~ 
\lnder the tide of An~iani, but thar of Buonhuo
mini. Next jp power under lhem~ they apppinl~d !I 
council of eigbty Citizens, which th~y callc:Q ll\c 
Credenza. After this, an hl,JDdred and eighty more 

· were eleCted out of the people. thiny to ferve every 
IWO months; who, together with the Credenzil, and 
the twelve Buol)JHlomini, were ·called the Generil 
Council. ",fid~s whjcb. they innituted anoth~r coun .. 
cil. confiding of all hundred and ~wenty members. 
equally choCtn OUt of the Nobility, CitiJcrns, and 
Commonalty, which was to c~)ldirm whatfoever had 

· l2een reColved UPOR by the others, and to att; jointly 
· with them in diff.Ofiag of the p\lblic: honours and of

fices 
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lices of t~ cQmmQnwe3hk. Haring in ,his ~aaer 
fQrti~e4 themfelv(s againft tile machination~ of ~ 

. Ghibelines, by qew 14WSl and crelKing magiilratq 
~mly of the Guelph party, they diviqeq tqe goocJ~ 
(lnd cft,tcs of the Ghibelines into three parts; 0111; 

of which was cOR&fcated for fublic ufes, anot~ ~~ 
propriated to -tbe fupport () their M~ifira,:fS ~ 
other Offic~rs, and tbe third diftributed ~tl1ongft ~ 
Guelphs, in confideration of the loft(s they had f\lf
rained. T~ Pope likewife, to f~cure Tufcany to the 
Guelph fa.Ction, mad~ ·King Charles ItlJperial Vi~ of 
tbat Provmce. 
. Whilft the Florentines thus maintained tlileir ho
nour and reputation abroad, by the v.lour ~f ~ 
arms, and at home by this new form of goverA~ 
the Pope died, and the vacancy was not ruled t.JP till 
after a can celt that lafted two years, a, t~ =4. 
Vlbi~h Gregor)! X. was chofen, who beiol ill Syfi4 
at the time of his election, (where he bad rcfidc4 
~an1 years, without conccrnillg himfelf i\l the ~ 
uigues of faCtion) and an enemy [0 difcord of all 
kinds, did not Ihew the fame partiality to the Gw:l~ 
that his predecdfors had done. A~d therefore, wheR 
he arrived at Florence, in his w.ay to France', ~hink~ 
iog it the duty of a good pafter to ufe his e .. deayou~ 
to re-unitc· the city, and compare all differences, _ 
prevailed \1pon the Florentines to receive commit: 
fioners fram . the Ghibelines, to negl)(iate the ~m' 
upon which they fhould return: but, notwl1;hllan4-
ing an accommodation was .concluded betw~t t~ 
two parties, the Ghibelines -were fo fufpicious, t~~ 
they would not come back again. The caure of this 
refufal was laid to the charge of the city, and eD~· 
the Pope to fuch a degree, that he excomm~nicatei 
it ;. under which cenfure it ('ontim~ed, as long as be 
lived; but after his deat~, when. Innocent V. WII 
~leCted, it w~ taken off. Inno~ent was fucceedc4 b, 
Nicbolas III. of the houfe of Urfini: and as th. 
Popes were ~lways je~lous of any cQ~&derable power 
in I~Jy.. (th9u.s~ raifc:d by the fav.o~ of the <;hl,Jrcb) . ana. 
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and conlbntiy endeavoure4.to depre(s it~ great com~ 
motions and frequent changes enfued. For the dread 
bf anyone that was grown potent, accafioned the ex
altation of another mat 'was w~aker than him, who 
growing powerful alfo by his advancement', becamd 
equally formidable, and 'CVas fore to lle humbled in' 
in his turn, if pomble. ;This was the oceafion of the 
Kingdom of Naples being taken from Manfted,. and 
given to Charles. And when Charles was afterwards 
thought toofl:rong by this acquifition, his ruin was 
alfo confpired: for Nicholas III. moved by this con
fidera~iQn, fo contrived matters, that Charles was re
moved from' the government of Tufcany by the Em
peror, and Latino, the Pope's Legate, fent thither in 
his room, by a commiffion from tbat Prince. 

The governmf'nt of Florence was fallen into great 
diforder and mifruleat this time; for the GueJplt 
nobility were grown f<? infolent, and fiood in fo little 
awe of the. magiftracy, that though many murders 
~nd other aas of violence were daily committed, yet 
the criminals genf'rally efcaped with impunity, through 
the favour of one or other of the Nobles. To reftrain 
thefe enormities, the heads of the city thought it no 
bad 'ex'pedient to recall thofe that were banifbed; 
which gave the Legate an opponanity of interpofing 
llis authority and good offices for the fe-anion of the 
city, and -the return of the Ghibelines. This being 
happily elff'Cted, infiead of twelve gO\fernors, they 
-refolved to have fourteen, ieven of each 'party, who 
lho111d be nominated by the Pope, and remain in of'" 
'flce no longer than one year. Under this foni{ of 
go~'ernment, the city continued for the fpace of two 
years; when Martin, a Frenchman, was created 
Pope, and reftored all the power and authority to 
King Charles that had been taken from him by Pope 
NiCholas. Upon which, the rage of faaion fuddenly 
blazed out again in Tufcany: for the Florentines rofe 
in arms againft the Emperor"s de'puty, and Pl.i"t the 
city under a new regulation, to curb the ambition of 
the Ghibclines, and the infolcnce of the nobility. 

In 
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In the year 12 !h, the companies of the Arts and 

Trad~s having for fome, time had magiftrates and 
('oloufs of the.ir own, were become fo relpeaable and 
powerful. that they gOt a law paffed by their autho
rity, in which it was ordained, thac in!\ead of fQ-~r
teen citizens, three only lbould gov~rn the common ... \ 
wealth, and that for no longer than tWO months. 
who were to be chofen indifferently out of the nolli
lity or commons, provided thty were merchants, or 
profeffed any art ·or occupation: and thefe were called 
Priori. Atterwards, the chief magifhacy was vected 
in fix perCons, :one for each ward, under whicq regu
lation the city continued till the year 1342; when it 
was divided ioto ~atters, and the number of the 
Priori reduced to nine, which by fome accident or 
other, during this period, had been fometimes aug
mented to twelve. This inititu.tion, in time, occa .. 
Honed the ruin of the nobility, who, upon divers 
provocations, were excluded, and at laft entirely fup
preffed by the people. The nobility; indeed, con ... 
fen ted to it, bt"caufe they were at that time divided 
amongft themfelves : but by endeavouring to fuppJanc 
each other, add afpiring to the fole government of 
the commonwealth, they quite loft all lhare in it. 
There was likewife a palace fet apart for the conftant 
refidence of thefe magiftrates, and the meeting of 
the council; whereas, before, they both ufed to af ... 
feQlble in .fome one or other of the churches. Befides 
which, tbey had fedeants, aDd other.necelfary officers. 
appointed to attend ~hem there, to create greater re ... 
verence and refpect in the people. ADd though at 
Jirfl: they had only the title of Priori, they wereaf ... 
t~rwards diftinguiiped by the name of Signori or Sig
DIOry. 

The Florentines, after this, continued quiet at 
home for fome time; during which, they made war 
Upon the people of Arezzp, (for having expeJled the 
Guelphs their city) and gained a confiderahle victory 
OvC'r them at Campaldino. And as the City now be
gan tp grPW. ~ry rich, and full of iqhabitants, it was 

Y9.J.. I. 11; thouiht 
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thougbt prbper to buikl new walls, and rXlt'nd the 
bOunds of it, which they did, fO its preleRt circumfe
fence; for the formc-t diameter reaChed only from 'he 
old Bridge to the cnari::h of St. Laurenc;e. 

War abroad, and peace at home, had now almoft 
extinguifljed the two faaions of Guelphs and Ghibe
lines in Florence; and there remaineq only fame 
fpartu of aninlofity betwixt the nobility and comma
rfalry, which are it~cident to all Republkks; for one 
dde being naturally jealous of any i-ncroachment up
on their Iibe'rty and Ie~al rights, and the other ambi-
tious to rule and controil1 'he laws, it is not poffible 
tbey fhould ever long agree together. 

This humour did not fhew itfelf in die nobility. 
Jiowtver, \Vhilll they were over-awed by the Ghibe
lines; bu-t when the latter were depreffed, it begall 
to appea:r. and the people were daily injured and 
abufed in fuch a manner, that neither the Jaws Dar 
the magiftracy had authority enough to relieve t~fR ; 
as every nobleman fupported himfelf in his infolence 
by the numbf'r of his friends and relations, botb 
againft the power of the Signory, and the Captain of 
the people. Tne heads df the Arts the~fore, to re
medy fa great an evil, provided that eftry Signiory. 
in the oegiiming of its office, fhould appoint a Gon
falon'iere di Giullizia, or Standard-bearer of J uftice. 
out of the people, with a thoufand men, divided inta 
twenty companies f under him; who were to be al
ways ready with their ftandard and in arms, whenever; 
they were ordered by the magiftracy: and the lira: 
that filled tHis office, was Ubaldo Ruftbli, who drew 
out his companies, and dcmolifhed the houfes of the 
Galleti, becaure one of that family had -killed a fel
low citizen ill France. The Arts did not meet witla 
much oppofition i~ this eftablifliment, on accoilnt of 
ihe jealoufy -and emulation that reigned amongft the 
nobility, who were not in the leaft aware that iG was 
levelleil 'at them, till they felt the fmart of it; and 
then indeed" they were not a little ilwect by it fol' 
{orne time: but in a while they returned to ~he cp:tn-

, riti'Ri on 
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tnilrtOn of their former outrages: for as fome of them 
always found means to infinuate themldves into the 
Signiory ~ they had it in their power to prevtnt" the 
Gonfa.lonier from executing his offic.c. Bdides, as 
\\'itndr~s ,wt're always required upon any ac'cufation.J 
the plattltlff co'dld hardly ever find anyone that durlt 
give e\'idcnce againft tbe nobilitf : . fo 'that in a {hort 
time, Florence was involved in its former dillracHons, 
and the people again expofed to violence dnd op
prdlion ~ as jufiice was grown dilatory, and fenter;tce, 
-though paffed, fddom or never executed. The 
people therefore, not knowing what courle to take ill 
there circumftancts, Giana della Bella, a ftrenOOlllJ 
Patriot. (thi)ugh of a very noble family) encouraged 
the heads of th~ Arts once mOTe to rdorm th'e City: 
and by hi~-advice, it was nlaCl:ed, that the Gonfalo. 
nier lhould always refide with the Signiory" and have 
four thoufand armed men under his command. The1 
!ikewife . entirely excluded the Nobility out of that 
council, and made a Law, that all accdfaries or 
abettors fhould be liable to the fame punilhmrnt with 
thofe that were principals in any crime; and further, . 
that common Fame lhould be (uEficient evidence to 

. convict them. By thefe Laws, which were called, Ii 
Ordinamenti della Giufi:izia, the people gained great 
\Vdaht and authority: but Giano della Bella beins 
looked upon by the Nobility as the author and con
triver of them to bridle their power, brcame very 
odious, not only to them, but to the richeR: of the 
Commonalty·, who began to thinlt his authority too 
great, as they plainly lhewed C?r."t-:'Ie f]rfi: occafion that 
,offere~. For not long 'after, ~t happened that one of 
the Commons was killed in.;~ fray, wherein fc:veral of 

, . 
• It bas been :t common piec~ of' policy in all Republics, to dif. 

countenance and even to deprefs)ilCh as are temarkably eminent lor 
,irtuCi of any kind whatfotver A brave ,man is f.lre to be brow
})eaten; and if a perron is a lirt~ more hofpitable or charitable than, 
lli' neighbours, he is in,dllnger vf the State inquHition, leA: ilis "it. 
~IICI" or ~ven the app,earance of fhe~. Ibollid make bim \>Upslar, and 
enable bun to change the ror~ ot govemme!.lt. tiuch is the env1 
ad jealoufy that at. Q{lially jnd~ent to 'Commonw~altb .. 

~ 2 the 
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,the Nobility were engaged, and Corfo Donati amonglt 
~he reft, to whofe charge the murder was laid, as the 
.molt aaiye and defperate of them. Upon which, he 
was taken into cuftody by the Captain of the people: 
but whether he was innocent of the fact, or the Cap
rain was afraid of condemning hiin, or whatever elfe 
might be the reafoD, lie was acquitted; wh.ich fo en
raged the people, that they prefently took up arms, 
and ran to the houfe of Giano della Bella, entreating 
him to ufe his endeavours, that the Laws which he 
had been the author of, might be duly put in exe
cution. Giano was defirous that Donati Ihould be 
punilbed, and therefore, inftcad of exhoning the 
people to Jay down their arms, as many thought he 
~ught to have done, he advifed them to complain to 
the Signiory, and demand juftice of them. But the 
people, who were incenfed to the laft degree, think-, 
.ing themfelves abufed by their Captain, aile! aban
doned by Giano, did not addrefs themfelves to the 
.Signiory, as they were direaed; b~t ran furiouOy to 
the Captain's palace and plundered it. A manner of 
proceeding that was exceedingly refented by the 
whole city, and the blame of it being .laid UpOD 
Giano, by fuch as meditated his ruin, tome of his 
,enemies, who afterwards happened to be in the Sig
,niory. accufed him to tbe Captain, as an encQurager 
of violence and infurreaion. Whilft his caufe was 
depending, the people took arms, and afi"embled in 
great numbers before his houfe. offering to protea 
him againft the Signiory and all his other enemies: 
bt,lt Gi~no noc cah.':,Z to lruft to the favour of the p0-
pulace, nor to comnllf his life to,the determination .: 
of the magiftrates, as ~e feared the malevolence of 
the one, no lefs than til· ficklenefs of the other, re
folved to fecure himfdf .lgainft the jealoufyof his 

'enemies, and his country ftom the rage of his friend~ 
-by giving way to envy, ;md voluntarily banilbing 
:himfelf from a city, which;he alone had fo generouOy 
·delivered from the tyr:mny·of the Nobility, at the'im-
'minc:nt ~u.ar\l of his own );fc and fortune. ' 

After 
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After his departure, the Nobility, in hopes of re- ~ 
covrring their authority which they conceived they': 
had loft by diffenfions amongfi themfelvcs; agrerd to I 

unite, and fent two of their body to entreat the Sig- ; 
niory, (which they thought was in their intereft) that" 
they would be plea4ed, . in forne meafure, to' mitigate) 
the afperity of the laws that had been made againfl: ' 
them. But as·foon as this petition came tp -be pub- ~ 
lickly kaown, the Commons apprehending' the .sig-' 
niorywould .comply with it, immediately ·r-ofe in' .• 
lumultll00S ·manner: fo that ambition on one fidc,· 
and jealoufy on the ,01her. a( lalt -occafioned an opeR 
rupture betwixt them. The Nobility were drawn up 
in three bodies, at St. John"s, in the New .Market, 
aDd tbe Piazza de Mozzi, and were commanded by) 
Forde Adimari, Vanni de Mozzi and Gtri Spini ':: 
the people likewife atrembled under their colours in.' 
great numbers before the palace of the Signiory,. 
(which at that time was not far' from the Church of; 
St. Procolo) and being fufpicious of the Signiory,' 
they appointed fix other citizens to atl: in concert with' 
tbrm. In the mean time, whilft each party was pre-' 
paring for an engagement, fomc, both of the Nobi-' 
lily and ~ommoDS, with certain ecclefiafl:icks that were' 
in great efteem, inter-pofed their good offices to ae-' 
commodate maners betwixt them; reprcfentitlg to' 
the Nobilitv, "that the lofs of their authority, ant{l 
the laws that were made to curb them, were entirely 
owing to their own arrogance and tyrannical govcro
ment: that [0 take up arms in fuch a junBure, and 
bave recourfe to violence for the recovery of whac 
they had forfeited by ·their di«enfions and intolerable 
bebaviour, would be to ruin· their country and aggr~ 
.atc; their prefene misfortunes: that they ought 1:~ 
confider the >other' party was much fuperior -to f'hem 
jo ftUtI1bers, -riches. ·andpopularity.,: :~bit'1:beit-N~ 
-bility, .whichmey-.vainJy imagined 'fc:t: them fo fat 
~bove others, was but in empty··ftame;'a,nd ,wouJ. 
"and them" in liEtle ftead when they caine to .Jbloft 
:-with ananemy thac·bad fo,many adYUta~ O'tat 

H 3. 'hem.'~ , 
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th.c.m. tt On the other hand. they (htwed the people, 
"bow im,prudcllt it would be in them ~Q qrry thing!l 
JO eJ(tremlt~t:5, and dri'/e their enemies to dc::fpalr, 
finc::e thofe tb.Olt hope no good, ft"~r no evil: that i~ 
o~ght to be remembered that it was the Nobility 
ch~fly ·which bad gained ~heir cityfuch reputation by 
t~t:ir. braver)( in. tqe l.lte Wdrs. ~nd they ought not 
therefore, tlither in r~~foll or jqltice, to be pert~cl,1te4 
with r4C~ a degree 9f inyett~ac'y:. tbat though, they 
h,~d patiently fubmitted t,Q b" .e~cWd(!d' fro:Tl, aU .fharc 
i?the ~a,g~n.f¥Y,' yet it WlJS, ~n: infupportable hard~ 
~ip th~t th~y lhould b~ ~t every body's mercy, anq 
l\abl~ to qe driven OUt of the~r C9U/ltry lJpon any little 
qifguft QY vique of ~It~ Qew laws: thlJt they WO\llcl 
dp well ~Q moderate the rigour of them, (an af
fur~o<:e q{ V/.hich ~ight poffil?ly ir.duce therq a." ~hc 
~~H;:r ij,k,,co by down their arms) and not be randy 
~urri~ by ,top gr,eac a ,onfidepce in their num~ers, 
t9 h.aiiard Jhc'~v.(;Pt of a b,attle; .fince fxperience had 
f\lffij:~ntb' ,~,~~Il ~ha~ ~ ~!lndful' of de1f)C'rate ~e~ 
had of [en pr,el(a\~ ·over a. fo~ce ft'el1~in.gly much ru
Ferior ~Q th~m." V ~~ipu6 W,erc tb~ o.rillion$ of the 
p~opl~ vpop thefe r..emonfir.alW(s. Som~ were fo~ 
;;;o.nling i~media~e~y t9 ~!batlJ~D :a,s a~ thing that m\l~ 
on~ ~"ne 9r qthcr of nfcl:Oity happ~fl, ,nd th.t it 
~9~14 be b.et.tofr: to. 4q it llO\V tlK:y were prepared, 
JIhaD ~o Aay. :till ~~ei~ ~neUlies ~~d fir~ng~hene~ the~ll~ 
~lyes mo~~, .eip;:Au~lJy : y~t ij' d\f~e were ~ny hppe~ 
~hlt~ ,~ mit\g~iQo' Qf ~he Jaws wo~ld ~pntCIl[ tl~em, 
,hey tllo~}d b,e ljlIitig"~fd~cco'4in.gty: I:>~t fpc~ '!~, 
abet" pdd~:~ndinfC!)lelilcf, th~t is . was much to be 
f¢4f~9' t~ ~u)~ D~f,~ a\~cr th~ir Ill~n~~r of hfb.4T 
v;iCi)~rl t~p~ r.bFy':~~r~ C91J1~~I~d to j,~ by doworigh~ 
force.. pv~e~.s t~~~ \l!crc mor-.t pru*nt ~nd 'rl(~delJ!~. 
U1~ugh~ ~~ a..ltcr~iQ~ of. the la\Vs ~puld (1.05 '~e ~,. 
lCOPeGwi5p. ,'sn,y. VC(f, b~, ~n(equ~nc~s tQ tI~nH 
~[q.at~' iJ~e Pi • ~tllf; if ,u.nl\1~~f!iful, Ql:i&~ 
p;9.v.o ~~I~ Iiji. opjlili9A prcrvjli.li.ng, it. ~~$ 'Pof:o 
~nc:dt t~~~ ~o, ,~~ufa~\o.n lQo"ld pe ;lc\Qlittcd ",carini 
.P9b~M Hlo~F Jpfiicien"$fjp~Pc~ ~. Juu~rlf,it·: 
Cl' .,' . 2nd 
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~d though poth partie:, ]~id down tbeit- arms upon 
dlcfe conditi9ns. yet 'they retained their fermer Jea~ 
loufy of each oth«, aad ,began to raife for.c:es and for~ 
tify themfdves IlS f,ft· as ~he, could. rae people 
however thought fit tQ Dew model the government· 
f.Dd reduce tbe number of the .signip~y. (as they fu(
pea-cd fome of that body were tao favourably in
dined to the NobiJito/) .1e:tViAg the fupn:me authurity 
~hit:ay in the hands of .the Mancini, Magalotti, AI~ 
fOviri, Peruzzit ~d C~~tani. . 

Having thus f.etried. the fiate in the year 1298, they 
began to build a fecurer and, more magnificent palace, 
for the SigniQry, with a piazza or large area bt:fore 
i~, in the: place where ~he houfes of the Uberti for
merly flood. About the fame timet the fOllndatioD. 
pf tbe public prifons was alfo laid; all .bid, edifices 
",ere fini{bed . in a few years: tb tb~t dlt: city was 
pever in a greater fph:ndor nor ",!ure. Jiappy than ~ 
I~.t time; a$ it jlQpllnded jn people, riches, and re
putation: for there were thirty thouf~nd Citizens at 
Jwme fit to bear arms, feventy thoufand more in thelr 
~ritoric:s, .and all the inbabitmts of Tuf~any, partly 
:~ friends, partly as fuhjt'a:~ were at its devotion. 
4pd ~hoUtzh there were fOffit: little fparks Qf jealolJfy 
.Md .~n.1fy frill rerpaining betwixt the: N obiliry and tbe 
p¢op~~ yet they did not openly preak put, or produce 
,apj ~lJd c:fTcCl, but every cne livtdquielly and peace
;Piy ~ith his neighbour: and had' not this tranquil-. 
·~jJY 'J JJ~ .been difturbcd by frefhdifcords at hom" 
it ,vQulCll haJII~ :b..een in no danger from any other ene

. ply ; JS it )vJ.S ~h.en in fo tloutijbing a condition. th3t 
$.ot'ithcr ieatfd the: attempts .of (he exiit:s, nor tqe 
po",,~r qf tl¥ ti'.mperor, ami cpuld have brought a 
)iwdy 9f fOF~. ilaw d}e 6eld able to fact thofe. of ail 
'he ,other t}l\Ces of haly PUttogt.ther. The mikhic''''', 
~¢ver, ~hh:h foreign enemies wer;c: nQt abic: t.o do 
.d)eJl, wpiJft, theY' continued thus un~d .. was' unha.p
pila tlfCf.t\ed by. new divjfions aQlAngLt tqemfdyt''s. 

There were two families in Florence, the Ce~t hi 
\~d Donati, both' very confiderable for their rlc!~e~, 

H 4 nobi .. 
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Ilobility, and dependants;' and as they were near 
Jleighbours -both in- the city and country, there hap
pened fcverallittle difgufts betwixtthe\n ; yet not of 
fuch confequence as to produce an open rupture:
and perhaps they might have entirely {ubfided without 
difturbing the peace of the public, if thty had not 

. been revived by a ftrange ~nd \.InexpeCled accident;
The Cancellieri being one of the thief families in 
Piftoia. it happened that Lori the fon of Guglielmo, 
and (jeri the iun of Bertaccin , both of that family, 
being at play together, at laft fell into a difpute, and 
from words proceeded to a rencounrer, in which Geri 
was Oightly wounded by the other. But when Gug
lielmo heard of tbe quarrel, it gave- him fo much un
eafinefs that he llfed his utmon endeavours to recon
cile them; and infifted that his fon thould go to Ger,'s 
father and a1k pardon; or at leaft make an apology 
{or what had happened. This generaus fubmiffion, 
however, only ferved to widen the bre~ch: for when 
Lori went to wait upon his kinfman,arC"(mjing to 
his fatLer's defire; Bertacciofaid, " he did not think 
that was fufficient fatisfatl:ioti/' but- ordt:red his fer
vants (as an aggravation to tht indignity) to lay Itold 
on him and -carty him into a frable, wht're they- cut 
off hili right hand upon the manger, with this taunt • 
• ' You may now go back to your father, and tell 
llim, that excufes won't do; freel is the only remedy 
in fuch cafes." The barbarity of the faa enraged 
Guglielmo and his friends to fuch a degree, that they 
immediately took arms to revenge it: and 8ettaccio 
and his dependants doing the fame; not only. aU that 
family, but the whole ci~y of Piftoia was engaged in 
the quarrel, and divided into two parties. There 
Cancellieri defcended from one of the fame name 
"bo had two wives, one of whom was caUed Bianca. 
cr Blanche s from whence that party tbat adhered'fO 
her pofterity took th~ name of • Bianca, -and the 
pther, in oppofirion. diftingui1hed itfelf by that of 

, Ii.a~ fip'ific. "bit~, aJ1d ~CA bl~ 
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N~ra. Many ficirthifhes happened l>erwixt -them. in 
which numbers of people 10ft their lives, and fome' 
families were entirely ruined: and as no expedit'ilt' 
could be found to reconcile them (though both fides 
were heartily lick of the quarrel) they derermined to 
come to Florence, in h<?pes either of putting an end 
to it there, by the meditation of their common friends, 
or if that could not be effefud, to ftrengthen their 
refpeaive parties by drawing other families into them. 
The Neri having an intimate friend1hip with the Do
nati, were efpoured by Corfo, the head of that fa
mily: and the Bianchi, to balance that acquifition of 
ihength in their adverfaries, had recourfe to Verj~ 
the head of the Cerchi, for their affiftance; a: man of 
no Jefs power than Corfo, norinferior,to him in any 
other refpect whatfoever. . , 

Thefe fparks of difcord, thus blown from Piftoia 
to Florence, foon revived the former animofities be
twixt the Cerchi and Donati, which began to blaze 
out again with fueh fury, that,the Signiorr and other~ 
of the principal citizens were' under no fmall appre
henfion that the whole city would at laft becOme en;' 
gaged in the quarrel, and hourly expetled the two 
parties would openly attack "'each other. They ap
plied 'therefore ~ the Pope, and entreated him to 
makeufe of his authority to compofe thofe differences, 

'which it 'Was not in their' power to do: llpon whic~ 
. follicitati6n, hiS' HoHnefs fent for Veri to Rome, and 
earneftly· exhorted him to be reconciled to the Do.. 
nati. )But Veri rretending' to be' furprized~ faid 
ee thci-ewas no 'luar'rei; of any kind betwixt them thllt 
he kn~w of" arid confequently there could not be any 
occafton to exhoFt him to a reconciliation." But hot 
long afrer his te~um from Rome, their feuds inci-eafed 
to futh a; heioht, that there only wanted an oppor
tunity (which YOon-aft'erhaF'peRed) to make them bunt 
out into lelion," In' the .month of May feveral holi
days -are publickly celebrated in FI,orence i. on one 6f 
which, fome young gentlemen of the Donati family 
~ith their friends, aU on horfe· back, ftopped ndr 

- ,- ~ . Tri· 
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Tri!,\ity 'ChJlrch to look .a~ fome w9~~Cl t~at ,weI): 
daftcing: prc:feDtly ~f[~r, ,s ill f~rtupf! would q~ye it, 
feveral.of the Cere hi ali~ arrived at t~e f",»e place, 
with rpany of their acquaiQtance; ~~ being d~6rous 
to gratify their curiofity .n. like m~ner~ du:y fpurre4 
00 l~eir horl:'s, Dot knowing the Donati, ~!Jo were; 
foreroo~ in the crowd, al)~ joHkd ion fllJlpngfi thel'Jl~ 
The-Donati .ther~for~ lo~kij,g !lpon tllis H an ~firontJ 
~mmedja,tcly drew their fwords; an~ ~he Cer~~i doip3 
the f.lme, a Ikirmiih enfued, .jq w.hich malJY wen: 
l¥ounded op both fides. , 

This accident was the oceanon of gre~t mjfchief; 
for the: \Vh~le City, as\\ ~1l Commons as Nobility, di
vided UPOD i~; J()(Tl~ [~~i,?g p~rt with th!: Bianchi, 
,nq qthers y{ith t~e Nen.. The bejlds of the Hianq. 
party were the Cerchi, who were juined by tlle Adir 
pnari, tbe Abbati, part oftbe Tolipghi, J3ardi, ~~ffi, 
Frefc;oba\di, l"erli. Mannelli, all the Mozzi, Scali, 
Ghcrar~hni, Cavakanti, Malc:fpini, nolijcl~i, Gia~,
pq~ati, V c:cchietti. and A rigu~zj, ~ho .'~:c:re follo~c4 
by many confiqerable f.milies of the Con1(llPJl~rll an4 
;til t~~ qhibelipe faajo~ 1.1) ,Flor~OFe: ,f9 ~~~ ,n re. 
Wlrd tQ their numbers" tl)ey fe~m~4 ,to hflv,e a grc~ 
Iupc:riqrity.. Th~ other fide ~as hC4dFd by th~ po
,natj, ~n~ fupported by all thofc Qf the ~bov:C!- P}efl
.ti9J}~ f.~~ilies who diJno,t fol!Qf the ~iflnchi, .tog~
,ther 7N~tb ;WIthe P.z:ti, Vj{d~l,l1i,I1I., ¥~j~r~ JJ~~rcij, 
;T~r!l~ca~iJ'!ci, Sp;ni, :a!JP'7~elm~mtl, Gj~~gh~zz~, 
_;Ln9 U~~ru:Ut:(c,hi. ~or did tl~is contMiop,c~Iio,c it
'1~f ~~ lh#: ci~y alope, but infecr.ed ~It tP~ counta;y 
.rQ~~ iq .f.uch " p1f1nner, tha~ the Cflptai,ns pi ,the 
4r~" f..Q,d all ~01~ t,h~t, fav,qu~d. ~~e. ,g~e.lphs a,nP 
~rF frieRd~ tp the C,oql'l1oPJN,eaJtI~ ~g;i~ ;to b~ Vt;ry 

P.l~~r:!ff~~i~ t!;lis' pew ,~.orn.hu~iwa" wf!lul,4 ,t.hfow tile 
c,i~y ppce Wore ~nto the9.41l4s qf tueGpipelin~s, .to 

.*~ Aqt;r. r}liJ?' Uppp ~r.ich t~y J.q1f ~g~jn .t.o ~c 
fop~, Re~ec9~g {lim ,to .. proviq~ f0l»~ rc.'tl)Fqy fQr 
~he..(c ~ifh:a'lipps. ~e~:c~pt he h~d a: mind ti,lft tb~}r 

',(~18:1, ",hipJ) at aU 1.~~cf> h:ad lxt:() theJJI,IIWilrk ,qf tbe 
~burch, ~ou,lde~ther .Qf £Rt,alh:. deil:royc~". or at lea.ft 

, . . be-
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become l'ubjeCl: to the Ghibelines, In complian(;o 
witA their requell, the Pope difpatched Matteo d' 
Arq'.la Spar~t a J?ortugueze C~rdinal, as his Legate 
to }·Ior~n.:e; who, finding the pa.rty of the BiaDchi -
(0 refraCtory ;lnd co,ofidenr 'in their numbers tha~ they 
refufed (0 liften to <lDY propofab of peace, left Flo
rrAce in a. rage, aDd put jt Und~r an interdiCt: f~ th~t ' 
it was in gre~t.t'r confuljoA after his departure than ~e
fore he came thith~r. • 

WhiJft thr ~wo parties were in this ferment, and' 
,ipe for' an infurrf'ttlO.D, it happened that feveral of 
~he C.erchi and Donati met together at a funeral, 
where fome ~ngry words- pam~d b~twi~t t~~m, and 
~om words they came to blows, though n9 great 
harm w~ done at that tim.e 00 either fide. ~ut 
~fter d~fY had return~d to their houfes, the eerchi 
lefolved t9 a~ack the Donati, and affembled all their 
friends for that purpore :' in which 'alfault, -howeveri 
they )'Iere valiam!y repulfed .by Corfo, and many ot 
thrm )Vo.unr!ed •. Vpon this, the whoJe city took up 
#lrms, neither the pOWtr of the tnagiftracy, nor the 
~\.Ithorit.y (If the laws being able to reftrain the fury 
Df the multitt,;de. The Yt Ireft aod beft of [he Citi,. 
~ens ,)Vcr.e i~ gn'at terror: and the Donati being th~ 
rJ.ta~e.r party, not a little dm.lbtful of their fafety. ~ 
was agre~ therefore, at arneetiog betwixt Corro, thF 
beads of t~e N~ri, and the Captains 9f ~be Arts, [~~ 
in order to fec\lr~ themfelves, it was necdfary the POPF 
fuou1.d be (QJ:licited tp fend fome p~rfop of royal ex,. 
cra~t~n ~o reform tbe city; imllginicg this woul~ ,bF 
the: moO: effect.ual way to .gFt the b~tter of their eoe.
m~s. Th.ismeeti$lg. "nd the ref\Jlt of it, was ·noti.fi~~ 
to ,tpe Signiory by tbe oth.« party., who reprefente4 
jt as a .conf.piracy ag~i~ft tbe.il' 1)I>c:rty. . So that botlt 
6d~$ bfiogno'll in at'OlS ~:tin, the Signiory by t~ 
advice pf ,D4Q(e (who at We.t time was one of them> 
boJdly ,dr~w 9P(' their cOlDpani~; and being iQined by 
sreal nurnbe.ts out of the country, foon forced t~e ,chief,. 
~f each party '0 'l~1 ~wn tbdr -arms: af~er Yt\hicJ\. .y b"i~9 ~J'fo pOD~i and ma~y Qf tb~ ~,j. 

, " And 
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:A"'d to {}1ew that they acted with impartiality, the'Y 
likewife banifhed feveral of the BIanchi, who not long 
after were fuffered to rerum upon one pJaufible pre
tence or other. Corfo and his affociates were alfo in
dulged i,n the· fame manner:' and raking it for granted 
tha~ the Pope was their friend, they went directly to 
Rome,' 1;' hopes of' being able to perfuade him to that 
in a perianal conference, for which they had lately pe-
titioned his Holit:tefs ,in their letters.. . 

Chirles of Valois, bro_ther to the King of Franrf', 
happent"d to be then at the Court of Rome, being in
viled into' Italy by the King ~f Naples to make a de
feent <open Sicily. The Pope therefore thought fit 
(as he' was (0 much imporwned by the Florentines) 'to 
lend thi~ Prince ro llayat F'lorence till the feafon of 
the,year was- more proper for navigation. In confe
quence 'of wh!ch d~p\ltation he went to that city: and 
tho\lg11'H-je BIanchI, w~o' then had the upper hand 
there, looked upon him with an evil eye, yet as he 
was Patren of the Guelphs and fent by the Pope, 'they 
(Jur{\: not oFpofe his coming: on the' contrary, to 
make him th~ir friend, t·hey gave him full power to 
regulate the city as he thought lx-ft. He was na 
fooner vefied with his authority but he callkd all hia 
friends and partizans to arm ,themfelves 1 which made 
<the 'people fo jeak>Us that he intended to .deprjve ~he~ 
()f their liberty, that they alfo took .arms, and every 
"mao was ready to oppote him if he "~~ld make any 
fuch attempt. The Cerchi and the- heads- of tho 
Bianchi having tlad, the chief government of the city 
"I()me time in their hands,:and behaved -with great Ir
irogance, were become generally odious; which en
~ouraged Corro andothtr~ of the Neri who had fled, 
10 r~turri to Florence,. upon an afi"urance tttat Charlea 
and the Captains .of the Arts wtre didr frie·nds ancl 
would fupport thtm.;Accordingly whilft the city 
\'Vas thus alarn1ed with the. app~ehehfibhs 'Of Charles·s 
'defigns, Corfo, with aU his affacia·tes, and tnany 
t()ther of their followers made' thdr f'ntry into it with-
1)ut aity fort Qf rt-tHkliCO: and tbough Veli de Cerchi 
I ," was 
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was called upon to oppofe them, ° he €kdinedo it, and 
{aid, "the people of Florence might even chaftifc 
them themfelves if they pleafed, as they were likely 
to be the grtateft fufferers by them." But that in~ 
finuation had no effect; for infiead of chaftifing them, 
they received them with open arms, whiHt Veri was 
forced to fly for his fafety. For Corro hav~ng forced 
his entrance at the Porta Pinti, drew up and made a 
ftand over againil St. Pietro Maggiore, not far from 
his own houfe; aAd beingjoined by a great number of 
his fri(nds, and others that had atrembled there in 
hopes of a change of government, he in the firft place 
rele~fed all prifoners, upon wha~ account, and by 
whomfoever they had been commItted: after which 
he divefted the Signiory of their authority, and chofe 
new magiftrates- (all of the: party of the Neri) out of 
the p~opJe to fupply their places. He then plun
dered the: houfes of the chiefs of the Bianchi, for five 
days to~e:the:r; during which time, the: Cerchi and the 
heads ot that Faftion ieei:1g the people for the molt 
part their enemy., and Charles by no means their 
friend, fled out of the city into fuch {hong places as 
they were poffdfed of: and though they would not 
liIten t~ .the exhortations of the Pope before, they 
wer~onow forced to implore his afliftance; reprefent
ing to his Holinefs that the arrival of Charles there 
had been fo far from uniting the city, that it had 
thrown it into Rill greater diftraction. The Pope 
.therefore again fent his Legate Acqua Sparta to Flo~ 
rence, who not only m/lde an accommodation betwixt 
the Cerchi and Donati, but fo{tified it by feveral in
termarriages in thofe families. Neverthc:lefs, when 
he infifted that the Bianchi fbould fhare in the chief 
offices of the commonwealth, and that was refufed by 
the Neri, who were then in full poifefIion of them, he 
left the city, with as much diifatisfaaion as he had 
done before, and excommunicated it a fccond time 
Jor its contumacy. The Neri, on the other hand, 

. feeing their old enemies in their borom again,. were 
~Ot a little Afraid they would ure all means to ruin 

them, 
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them, in order to (ccover their former authority., 
Thus both parries were frill diftotltented! and as if 
thefe animofities were not fufficient to en flame tht city., 
·frdh oceafions of difeord cominualLy happened. 

As N iccolo de Cerchi was going one day with fe~ 
veral of his friends to his feat in the coumry~ he \\'as 
.lfaulted by Simont't the fon of Corro Donati, at the 
Ponte ad Africo. The ikirmiih was (harp and bloody ~ 
for Niccolo was killed upon the fpot, and Simone to 
defperately wounded that he died the fame night. 
This accident threw the whole city into an .uproar 
again; and though indeed it was altogether owina to 
the Neri, yet they werr fkreened by the magifir~y: 
and before judgment could be obtained, a confpiracy 
was faid to be difcovered betwixt the Bianchi and 
Pietro Ferrante (a nobleman that attended Charles of 
Valois) with whom they had been tampering to per-

. fuade his, mafter to reinftate them in the government". 
The plot was detefled by fome .letters flom the Cer-

. chi to Pietro; though it was tbe common opinion 
they were forged by the Donati, to wipe off the odi
um they had incurred by the murder of Niccolo Ct'r" 
chi. Ho'W'ever1 all the family of the Cerchi, with 
many of their followers of the Biapca party (and 
'amongft the relt Dante the poet) were immediately 
Cent intO banHhment, their efiates confifcated, a'nd 
their houfts demolifhed: after which their party, with 
many of the Ghibclines who had joined them, went 
difperfed and fcattered up and down' in different 
place~, where they waited in hopes that fome neW 
tom motion mitht afford them an opportunity of re
pairing their loffes. And' Charles having executed 
the defign of his errand to Florence, left that city 
'arid went back to Rome, that he might profecute his 
expedition into Sicily; in which he proceeded with 
no lefs in1prudence and ill fuccefs than he had done 
in. the affairs of Florence: fo that after he had loft 
many of his men, he returned with infinite Elifgracc: 
a!ld conte'!lpt into France. . 

. After 
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Aft~r the dc-~lIrtul'e of Ch'arles, Florence continued 

IOJerabty quiet for f<:>me rime; though. Corjo Donati 
was ftill diffatis"fied that he did not 'enjoy fuch a d~
p C?f authority in it as he thought due to his me
tit!, fince tJle government was now in the hanas of 
the people,_ and condua~d by thofe that w~re much 
infer-iot' [0 him in .. aU rtlpeds. Exafptrated at this 
n~glea, he ~tdi(at~d revenge: but "to varnifb oW; 
rlls defigns wIth a faIr pretext, he accufed feveral CI
tizens .ho had been "intrufted with the public money; 
Of embetzling-it, and applying if to their own private 
ares: for which, he faid, they otfght to be called to 
'ccount and punithed. This fcandal was liRewifc ,in
duftriouOy propaga~ed by fevera} others who had'tbe 
hme views; 'and many were ignorant and credulous 
enough to bdic:ve that what Corio did, was out of 
pure concern and aff'ec1ion for his coUntry -. But 
the perfons thus calumniated being in fJvour with the 
people, flood upon their juftificalion: and thefe dif
putes, after much litigation and many procetres, 'at 
fait gre~ to fuch a height that it became abfoluteJy 
n~cdraty to take up arms. On one fide, were Corfo 
ind Lottieri, Bifhop of Florence, with many of the 
Nobility, and fome of the Commotls ; on the other. 
were the Signiory and the greater part of the people: 
'(0 that ttlere was nothing to be feen but frays and lkir
milhes in every part of the city. The Signiory 
therefore perceiving rhemfclves in great danger, rent· 
to Lucca for aid, and immediately all,the people of , 

• The fureft way of gaining the commonalty indemocratieal go., 
'ernments, il to rail violently at the adminilhation I and when oilier 
~pic. of defamation are wanti IIg 10 ambitio'.)s aftd difconlented men. 
the charge of peculation aad embezzlement of the public money 11 
,Iwlya at hand, which, ~hough a very ftale cry. i. conltan!ly liftened 
to witb great eagernefs by the people, (\Vhether true or tJlfe) whofo 
tl3lnOurs and refentmel\l It is calcuillted to exci!e; as it eafily falls ill 
with tlie complaints of ha"/Iillltl, htfl'r/.lltlXtl, &c. which an UN" 
~. n:ery .ge, and onder every -government. The authors il1dcc4 
fometimes find their account ID it, tmd~r a weak adminiftratioo, 
~ut the people are fe1dom or never the better for It under ariy, nOl'it 
It intended thrr Ib"o"ld be. But. it feems 1lran~eJ t~at they Oloulcl be 
£0 often gulled Into difaffcEHon and (edition by (0 trite an artifice. anel 
the tain hopes of tcftitutiuD. . . , WU 
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~ha[ city came ,to their affiftance: by which ,means, 
~hings were accommodated for a time, the tomult~ 
compofed, and the people, fatisfied with continuing ill 
po(fcffion of their liberty and government, without 
i,nfEtting any punithmentupon the author of . this. 
dillurbance. , 

The Pope had been informed of there broils at 
'El4>renct, and rent his Legate Nic'Polo da Prato thi
tWer [0 quiet them if p:lffiblt; who. being a prdate 
<?f great experience, add refs, and reputation, ' fOOD 
gained fuch an infl~nce over the people, that they 
gave him a'commifi«>n to new-model the c,ity as he 
pleafed .• And, ali he rather inclined. to favour the 
Gh'->elinc; faction, he propofed to recall all [hofe or 
that party who had been banifhed: but thought it ne
celfary, i~ the firft place, to ingratiate himfelf fiill 
further with the people, by reftoring their anticnt 
Companies, which added much to their ~ength,and 
diminifued that of the Nobility. ' When he thought 
h~ had thus fufficiently engaged their affeel:ions, he 
determined to bring back the exiles, and ~ried feveral 
means to e!feel: it: but was fa far from fucceecling, 

, [hat ~f! became obnoxious to the Governors. and was 
forced out of the city, which he Jeft in the utmott . 
~onfufion, and was provoked to fuch a degree at the 
treatment he had met with, tnat he put it under an 
interdiel: at his d~partl1re. . " ' 

Two faf.l:ions not being fuBicie'nr, the city was now 
divided and fubdividcd into feveral, as thofe of the 
People and Nobility, the ,Guelphs and the Ghibelines. 
the Bianchi and the Neri ; and fome wbo wifued for 
the return of'tpe exiles, being uifappointed in their 
hopes now the ,Legate was gone, grew clamorous and 
outrage~us: fo that the whole.,city was in an uproar, 
and many fkirmi01cs enfued. Thofe that were moil: 
active in railing this clamour, were the Medici af\d 
9iug~1, who had openly lided with the. Legate in fa~ 
your pf the tlxiles. 
, . In the midlt of thofe rencounters, which daily ha~ 
pened in aU parts of the tow nJ a,liet: broke out, toadd 

tQ 
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to their confufion, which fprt'ad from the Orto di 
San Michele (where- it lirft began) to the houfc:s of 

. the Abbati, and from thence to thofe of the Capon
facchi, which were all burnt down to the ground; to
~ther with the houfes of the Macri, Amieri, Tofchi, 
Cipriani, Lamberti, Cavakanti, and all the new Mar~ 
let: from whence the flames fpread to Porta di Santa 
Maria, which was entirdy confumed; and being 
driven by the wind towards the old Bridge, they like
wife demolilhed the houles of the Gherardini, Pulci~ 
Amadei, Lucardefi, and fo many others, that the 
number amounted to above thirteen hundred. 

Many were of opinion that this misfortune was the 
effeCt of accidenr, and that tome houfes took fire by 
chance, whilft the owners of them were engaged in i 
ftcirmifb which happened at that time. Others af
firm, that it was owing to the vilbny of Neri Abbari, 
Prior of St. Pietro Scheraggio, a diffolute and aban
doned fellow, who, feeing every bouy fo bufily em
ployed, took that opponllnity of doing a mifchid 
for which taere could be no remedy; and that it 
might (occeed the b(tter, a<nd make him letS fuf. 
petted~ he alfo fet fire to the ooufes of his own friends; 
where he had a convenience of doing it. , 

It was in July 13°4. when Florence was vifired in 
this lamentll'bJe manner with fiTe and fword. At 
whieh time, Corfo Donati was the only perfon of anr 
diftintlion thaf did not take up arms in thofe tumults: 
lor he thought thlt when all lidt"s grew tired of fight
in!!. and inclined to a reconciliation. -he was the more 
J1ktly .. upon that account, to be called in as an arbi
truur to decide their di!}erellct"~. Accordingly, they 
fuon afrer laid down their arms, rholJ!!h more out of 
wtarinefs of tHeir .miferies, and that t~he}' might have 
time fO take breath, than from any real dt'firc of be
ing re-united, and living in pea'ce: for upon the whole, 
it was only ftipuJated, that the Exiles (houle! not he 
fuW~d to return; which was agrt"ed to by thore thar: 
Savoured them, merel-y becaufe they proved to be the 
weaker fidr. 

VOL. I. I The 
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The Legate. at his return to Rome, being informed 

of thefe new difturbances at Florence, told the Pope, 
tbat if he had any defire of compofmg them, it would 
be.the beft way, in his opinion, to fend for twelve of 
the principal malecontents of that City, and. to detain 
them at Rome for fome time: for when the fomenters of thofe evils were removed, it would be an eafy 
matter to extinguifh them. This advice was fo well 
approved of by the Pope, that he cited the above
mentioned number of thole citizens to appear before 
him, (am6ngft whom was Corfo Donati) who readily 
obeyed the {ummons. But as foon as they were fet 
out upon their journey, the Legate found means to 
acquaint the Exiles, that if ever they hoped to return 
to Florence, that was their time, as the City was then 
clear of the only men that had authority enough to 
oppofe their entrance. Upon this encouragement. 
ttAe Citizens that had been banifilcd, drawing together 
what forces they could, immediately marched towards 
f'lorence, and not only emered the. city in that pare 
where the new walls were not yet thoroughly finHhed, 
but advanced as far as the Piazza di 8t. Giovanni. 
It is certainly worthy of notice, that thofe very ci
tizens, who but a little before had exerted themfelves 
in the moLl Llrenuous manner for their return, when 
they petitioned in an humble and fubmiffive manner 
to be re-admitted, were the firtl that took up arms 
againft them, now they raw them approach in a hoftilc. 
manner, and joined with the people to drive th~ln. 
back again, as they effeCtually did; for fuch was the 
{pirit of patriot.ifm amongft them in thofe days, that 
they chearfully gave up all private interefts and friend
fhips for the rake of the publick good. Their ~if
carriage in this attempt, may chiefly be imputed to 
leaving part of their forces at Latlra, and not waiting 
for Tolofetto Uberti, who was advancing with three 
llUndred h<?rie from Pilloia to their affiftance; as they 
imagined expedition was of much greater importan·ce 
than numbers at that time: and indeed, it is certain. 
that in fuch cafes, a fair opportunity is often 10ft bJ 

de:-
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dehy; but at the fame time we muft confider, that 
precipitate enterprizes are feldom fupported by a pro
per furce. 

After the Exiles were thus repulfed, the Citizens re
bpCed into their former diftradions: and in order to 
deprive (he Cavalcanti of the authority which they 
had atfumed, they feized upon theCaftleof Le Stinche. 
in the Val de Greve, which had been in polfeffion of' 
that family for a great number of years: and as thofe 
who were then in [his Callie, were the firll [hat were 
committed to the public priCon which had been lately 
built, that edifice from thence took the name of Le 
Stinche, which it frill retains. The next fiep that the 
governors of the commonwealth took, was to re
cftablilh the Companies of the People, and to reftore 
the Colour'S under which the Arts had formerly been 
ufed to affemble: the Captains, the Gonfaloniers, or 
Standard-bearers of the Com panies, and the (j 'hCt"r!- of 
Juftice,_ were called together, and ordered not only 
to affift the Signiory in times of peace with theIr 
counfel, but to fupport and defend them by dint of 
arms in all exigencies Clnd commotions. To affift the 
two Judges who had been confiituted in the beginning 
of their ftate, they appointed an officer, called it Ef
ftc"lort, or Sheriff, who was to act in conjunCl:ion 
with the Gonfaloniers, and to fee their orders carried 
intoexecution, whenever the Nobility fhould be guilty 
of any enormity or aCl: of oppreffion. 

But the Pope dying in the mean time, Corro and 
the other eleven Citi~ens, returned to Florence, where 
they might all have lived in peace, if the refilefs am
bition of Corfo hacl not occa(ioned frefit trol:lbles. 
In order to make himfdf popular, he conftantly op
pofed the Nobility in all their [chemes, and which way 
foever he obferved the people to incline, ~e turned all 
his authority to fupport them in it, and gain their af
fcfrions: fo that in all contells and divifions, or when 
they had any extraordinary point to carry, they al
ways reforred to him, and put themfelves under his 
directions. This created him much hatred and envy 

I z amongft 
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amongft the moll coofiderable Citizefls, whicq ilt.laft 
incrc:afed to fuch a degree, that the faction of the 
Neri divided and quarrelled amongft themfelves, when 
they faw Corfo avail himfelf in fuch a manner pi the 
affeCtions of the people, and join with the enemies of. 
the. puj)lic to promote his qwn private views: yet 

, fuch was the awe they ftood in of his perfon and ~u
thority, that everyone was afraid of him. However, 
~s the Olaf\: li~ely way to alienate the- affeCtions of the 
people from hil11, th.ey gave out, that he fec~e~ly de
Qgned to feize upon the govclfnment,· ~Dd make him
f~lf King. which it was no difficult matter to make 
th.e~ believe, fro~ ~is magn~fic.c:~~, ,,:nd ind<:ed pro
fufe, manner of hvmg, which filr exce~ded thofe 
bounds of moderation that ought not to be t~anf
greffed by any private Citizen or Subject, andwas cal-, 
c.u,Jated, tlley faid, to ferve fOlVe dal)gerous pyrpofe. 
And chis· fufpicion· was Dot a little co.rroborated, when. 
they Ia.W,him, foon after, married to ~ daugh.ter of 
l:1guccion~· della Faggiuola, head of the Bianchi and 
Ghibelines, and a man of very great imereft and 
power in Tufcany. 

As foon as this alliance came to the knowledge of 
his enemies, they grew fa bold upon it, that they 
took up arms. againft hi~ t a,nd the greater I;'art of 
.~he people, ioftead of appea.ting in h.is defence, for
JO.o~' hil}3 and jojned his. adv~rfaries; the chief of 
whom were Rolfo della Tota, Pazziano de pazz.i. 
Ged SpiRit ~nd Berta Brunellefchi. J:hefc and their 
friends, ~ith a great multitude of armed men, aiTem"! 
bled at the fieps of the Palace of the Si~Rior}·, by 
whole command an accufation was preferred againl~ 
Corfo to Pietro Branca, captain of the people, as, a 
perion, who, by the alliftance of Uguccion~, afpired 
~o make himldf abfolute. Upon which imp~a,ch
ment, being cited to appear before him, he . refl:lfec\ 
to obey the fummons; and was therefore dedared _ 
contumacious rebc;'J, in lefs than two hours a(~[ he 
~ad been ~ccufed. This fentence being pronounced~ 
the Signiory, with the Compa~~~~ of the pe~p1e Wb 
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der meir feveral colours~ went dir~Cl:ly to apprehend 
him. Corfo, on the other hand, not in the lea{\: dif
mayed; either at the rigour of the f~ntence, the au-. 
thority of the Signiory, the numbet bf his enemies, 
or the inconftancy of his friends, many of whom had 

. now deferted him, immediately began to fortify his 
houfe, in hopes'af being able to.defend himrelfthere,: 
till UgtJcc10ne (to whom he had rent word of the der.: 
perate circumftances he was in) could come to his re
lief, The avenues to his houfe were barricaded and 
g~ard~d by thofe of his party that frill adher~d. to 
fum, In fuch a .manner, that though the a(fallants 
were numerous, they could not force their way through 
them. Many were killed and wounded on both fides 
in this attion, which was very {barp: at Ian. the peo
ple finding they could not enter that way, got into' 
the neighbouring houfes, and unexpeetedly broke 
through the walls of them into his. Corro feeing 
himfdf thus furrounded on a fudden by hjs enemies; 
and that there was no hope of fuccour from Uguc
tione, nor any other refuge left, refol ved to try if it 
was poffible to make his efcape. . 

Advancing, therefore, ~ith Gherardo Bondini, and 
fome others of his moft refolute and faithful friends, 
he made fo furious an attack upon the enemy. that 
he btoke through them, and fled out of the Porta 
alla 'Cruce. However, as they were clofely purfue!i1, 
Gherardo was killed by Boccactio Cavidulli, upon 
the Ponte ad Africo, and Corfo taken prifon'er at Ro
'Vezza'no, by fome Catalan horfe that were' in the pay 
.of the Signiory. Hut as he could not endure the 
thoughts of being infulted, and perhaps torn to pieces 
by a victorious enemy, he threw himrelf froin his 
horre to the ground, as they \qere bringing him back 
to Florence, where he wac; Oain by one of the guards: 
his'body was afterwarqs picked up by the monks of 
St. Sal'lr, and interred without any folemnity, or fe
pukhral honours. Such was the unfortunate end of 
Corfo'Donati, to ~h()m his country, and the Neri~ 
bwed much, both of thtir good and bad fortu-nc: 
. 1 3 with. 
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withoQt doubt, if he had not been of fo reftlefs a dif. 
pofition, his memory would 'have be~n held in greater 
h9nour. However, his name deferves to be ranked 
amongR: thole of the moR:- eminent men that our city 
has ever produced; though indeed, it cannot be de
nied, that the turbulency of his fpirit made both his 
country and party forget their obligations to him, 
and at laft, was not only the caufe of his own death, 
but brought many evils upon them. Uguccione had 
advanced as f~r as Remoli, in his way to Florence, 
with fllpplies to relieve his fon-in-laY'; but being in
formed there, that he .was fanen into the hands of the 
peopl~, and imagining that aU fuccour would then be 
too late, he thought it the moR: prudent way to tum 
back again, as he might otherwife very likely preju
dice himfelf, without being able to do him any fer-
vice. _ 
, After the Qeath of Corro, which happened in the 
yeat- .3<;>8, all tumults ceafed, and every body lived 
quietly, till news arrived that Henry the Emperor, 
was come into Italy with all the Florentine Exiles in 
his anny, whom he had promifed to reinflate in their 
country. The MagiR:rates, therefore, in order to dif
trefs him, and leffen the number of their enemies, 
granted a free pardon to all fuch as had been rebels, 
and invited them to return; exeepting fome particu
lar perfons exprefsly mentioned. Thofe that were 
excluded, wt're moftly of thf= Ghibeline faction, and 
certain of the Bianchi; amongft whom, were Dante 
Alighieri, the Sons of Veri de Cerchi, and of Giano 
della Bella. They likewife fent to follicit the afiHiance 
of Robert, King of Naples, but not being able to 
obtain it as allies, they gave him the government of 
their City for five years, upon condition that he would 
defend and protect them as his fubjects. The Em
peror, in his palfage, arrived at Pifa, and from thence 
came to Rome, where he was crowned, in the year 
) 312; and being determined to humble the Floren
tines, he marched by the way of Perugia and Arezzo 
to Florence, and fat down with his army at the' Mo~ 
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naftery of St. Salvi, about a mile from the city, 
"here he continued fifty days without gaining .any 
advantage. At laft, when he 'found that enterprize 
not likely to fucceed as he expected, he returned to 
Pifa, and entered into a confederacy with Frederick, 
King of Sicily, in order to make an attempt upon 
Naples. 'For which purpofe, he marched that way 
with his arnlY; but at a time when he thought him
felf fure of fuccefs, and Robert was fo frighted thac 
he gave up' his kingdom for lolt, the Emperor died 
at Buonconvento. 

It happened not long after, that Uguccione della 
Faggiuola firO: mad,e himfelf mafier of Pifa, and then 
of Lucca, by the affiftance of the Ghibelines; from 
whence he committed great depredations upon the 
neighbouring frates. The Florendnes, therefore, to 
free themfelves from the terror occafioned by his in
curfions into their territories, invited Peter, King Ro
bert's brother, to come and take upon him the com· 
mand of their forces. Uguccione, on the other 
hand, neglected no opportunity, in the mean time, 
of adding to the power he had already acquired, and 
partly by force, partly by artifice. had made himfelf 
mafter of feveral caftles in the Vales of Arno and 
Nievole: from whence he proceeded to Jay fiege to 
Monte Catini, where the Florentines refolved to ufe 
their utmoft endeavours to O:op his career, and ex
tinguifh a flame that otherwife might poffibly devour 
their whole country. For this purpofe, having raifed 
a very powerful army, they marched into the Vale 
of Nievole, where they gave battle to Uguccione, 
and were utterly defeated, after a bloody engagement. 
in which they 10ft above two thol1fand men, befides 
their General Peter, the King's brother, whofe body 
could never be found. The vitl:ory. however, was 
not attended with any great rejoicings on the fide of 
Uguccione, as one of his fans, and many other om· 
em of diftinction, were killed in ·it. ~ 

After this overthrow,' the Florentines immediately 
began to fortify the towns round about them, and 
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applied to King Robert for another General; upon 
which, he fent them the Count di An.dria, com
monly called Col1nt Novello, whofe bad conduCt, 
added to the impatient temper of the Florentines 
(which is foon tired of any form of government, and 
ready to fall into factions upon every accident) occa
fioned [he chy to divide again, notwithfranding the 
war they were engaged in with Uguccione; and fome 
declared for King Robert, and fame againfr him. 
The chief of his enemies were Simone ddla Tofa, 
the Magalloli, and fome other popular families whQ 

. had the greatefr power in the government. Thefe 
perfons lent firfr into France, and then into Ger • 

. many, to raife men and invite officers, in order to 
rid themfelves of their new Governor; bm unfor
tunately they could not procure either. As how
ever they were determined to carry their point, 
and as neither Germany nor France would Iupp., 
them with a ,Governor, they chofe one from the 
neighbourhood; and haviDg taken arms and drove 
the Count out of the city, they fent for one Lando 
of Agobio, and made him thdr Eifecutofr-, or ra
their Executioner, with full power over all che Ci
tizens. Lando, being naturally cru~l and rapacious, 
went about the ~ity with a gang of armed men at his 
heels, hanging up fidl one man and then another, as 
thofe that had fcnt for him gave him directions, and 
at tan grew fo infolent, that he coined bad money wid~ 
the Florentine fiamp, which no body had courage 
enough to oppore: to fuch a height of power: had h. 
arrived by the dilfenfion of the citizens! Miferable 
indeed, and much to be lamented was the conditioa 
of the city at that time, which neither the bitter re
metnbrance of the .evils produced by their former di. 
vifions, nor the dread of ,a foreign. enemy at their 
gates, nor the authority. Qf a King, was fufficieot to 
keep united; though their pofieffions were at the famo 
time daily ravaged and plundered, abroad b-l' Uguc- . 
~ione, and at home by Lando. 
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The Nobility, moft of the confidtrable Commoners, 
and a11 the Guelphs, took the King's fide, and hated 
Lando and tbofe that fuppor(ed him: but as their 
enemies had the power in their harrds, they could 
Dot declare the-mfelves publickly without extreme 
danger. However, ~hat they might not fe.em want
ing in any endeavours to free tht>mlelves from fo ig
nominious a yoke, they wrote privately to King Ro
bert, and entreated him to appoint Count Guido da 
Buttifolle his Lieutenant at Flo~enC'e, which he rea
dily complied with: and the other party (though 
they had the Signiory on their fide) dutft not venture 
to OppOfe a man of' fo eftablifhed a reputation. But 
.be Count foon found he had very little authority in 
the city, as the Magiftracy and the Gonfaloniers of 
the fevrral companies openly favoured Lando and his 
friends. 

During thefe troubles in Florence, the daughter of 
Albert, King of Bohemia, paired through that city 
(to meet her huiband Charles, the fon of King Ro
bert) where file was received by the King's frit'Qds 
with great honour; and, upon their: complaints of 
the mdci'able condilion of the city, aOO the tyrannY' 
ef Lando and his party, the ufed her good offices fa 
tffetlually. and obtaiaed th~m fo If!any grants and 
favours from the King before fhe left them, that the 
t:itizcns were at laft recgndlt'd and reo united, Lando 
deprived af Dis authority, and fent back again to 
I\gobbio, fatiared with blood and rapine. After his 
.partu~, there enfued anGtMr reform in the State, 
DY which, the g.overnmenc of the' city was continued 
10 die King for 'hrce yean longer: al'ld as the fevert 
wat were t~R in the Signiory were aU of Lando's 
party, fix otbers were added to t<hem of the King'$ 
..,crt tbey con~inued thifteen for feme time; but were 
afa:rwards- rerlt.tced· to feven again, their former num
~r. About this time, UgucdoAe was driven out of 
l.Ucca and Pifa" and futc~edcd in rhe government of 
shofe two cities by Caftruccio Caftracani, a Lt2cchefe; 
who beiDi a. fpirited' yaung man and fortUnate in all 
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his undertakings, very foon became the head of the 
Ghitdine facHon in Tufcany. The Florentines there
fore laying afide their private difcords, were chiefly 
employed for feveral years in endeavouring to ob
ftruCl: the growth of Caftruccio's power; and after
wards, when they found that to no purpofe, in taking 
proper mtafures to defend themfdves againft him. 
And that the Signiory might. proceed with maturer 
deliberation, and execute with greater authority, they 
chofe twelve Citizens whom they called Buonhuomini, 
without whore advice and confent, the Signiory were 
nor: to pafs any ad of importance. 

In the mean time the dominion of king Robert 
expired, and the government once more reverted to 
the Citizens, who again fet up the fame form of ma
giftracy that had been formerly inftituted, and conti
nued united whilft they were ill fo much fear of Ca
ftruccio; who, after many enterprizes againft the Gq
vernors of IAInigiana, at lalt fat down before Prato. 
The Florentines alarmed at this news, refolved to re
lieve it, and for that purpofe, having fhut up their 
fuops, they mlf.rched towards that place with twenty 
thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe, bur: in a 
tumultuous 'and diforderly manner. And to lelfen 
the force of Caftruccio and add to their own, a Pro
clamation was iffued by the Signiory, that every' exile 
of the Guelph party, who c;ame in to the relief of 
Prato. fhould afterwards have liberty to return home: 
which had fo good an eifefr, that they ,,{ere joined 
by above four thoufand of them, and their army be
came fo formidable by this reinforcement that they 
marched with all expedition to Prato. But Caftruccio 
being afraid of fo great a force, and not caring to 
run the hazard of a battle, retreated to Lucca. 

Upon this retreat, there arofe great difputes in the 
camp of the Florentines, betwixt the Nobility and the 
people. The people would have purfued him and 
forced him to an engagement, in hopes that a vic9:ory 
would have totally ruined him: but the Nobility 
thought it more prudent to return j alledging, they 
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had already fufficiently expofed their own city for the 
relief of Prato, which in ruch a cafe of n«emty was 
unavoidable: but, now there was no manner of occa
Jion, little to be gained, and much to be loft, it 
would be madnefs to trompt fortune. After long de
batts, without coming to any refolution, the maner 
WIS referred to the Signiory, which, confifting of 
Commoners as well as Nobility, fell into the fame dif
ference of opinions: and this coming to be known in 
the city, a vaft number of the people affembled in 
the Piazza, and threatened the Nobility to fuch a de
gree that they were terrified and gave way to them~ 
But as it was fo late before they came to furh a refo
IUtion, and even then againft the inclination of many, 
the enemy had fufficient time to retire in fafety to 
Lucca: at which the people were fo exafperated 
.gainft the Nobility, that the Signiory refufed to per
form the promife they had made, by their defire, to 
the exiles that came in upon the proclamation. The 
exiles hearing o( this, refolved on their part to force 
their way into the (,ity if pollible, and accordingly 
prefented themfc:lves at the gates, to be admitted be
fore the reft of the army came· up: but this attempt 
being forefeen and expeCked, did not fucceed, for they 
were driven back again by thofe that were left in the 
town. They endeavoured therefore to obtain by 
treaty what they could not by force, and tent eight 
deputies to remind the Signiory of their promife, and 
the dangers they had expofed themfelves to in con
fequence of it, and that they relied upon their. good 
faith for the ftipu)ated recompence of their fervices. 
'The Nobility, therefore, having joined in that pro
mife with the Signiory, and given their word that 
they would fee it ~rformed, thought themfelves ob
liged in honour to ufe all their intereft in favour of 
the exiles, which they did: but the Commons being 
enraged that the enterprize againft Caftruccio had not 
l>een profecuted as they thought it ought to have 
been, would not concur with them ; which afterwards 
grought no~ only great difgrace, but alfo much trou-
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~le upon the city. For many of the NObility being 
difgufted at this denial, refolved to have recourfe to' 
other expedients, and promifed the GueJph~, that if 
t-hey would appear in arms before the city, they would 
a11"0 raife an infurrecHon within it to affill them. But 
this defign being difcovered 'the day before' it was to 
have .been put in execution, when the exiles carrie tIp 
they found the Citizens rt'ady armed, and in fuch or
der, not only to repel them, but to fupprefs any rif
ing within tbe walls, that no body durft: offer to move: 
fo that they gave up the enterprize and drew off ag~jn 
without making any further effort at that time. Af
ter. their departu'fe, it was thought fit that thofe per
iOns fuould be punifued who had invited them thi
ther: neverthelefs, though every on.e knew who the 
delinquents weref yet no body durft fo much as point 
them out, much lefs accufe! them. But that the truth 
might be told without referve, it was ordered, tha~ 
any members of the general council fhould be allowed 
to, write cklwn thetr names upon a piece of paper arid 
deliver it privately to the Captain of the people: which 

• being done. the periOns accufed were; Ameril;o Do
nati, Tegghiaio Ftefcobaldi, and Lotteringo Gherar.: 
clini-, whole judges being more favourable than per .. 
haps their crimes deferved, they were only fined ~ 
certain fum of money and difcharged. 

From the tumults which happened in Florence up
on the approach of the exiles, it plainly appeared, 
that one Captain only in every Company of the peo
ple was not fufficient: it was ordered therefore, that 
e-ach Company for the futUre fhould have three or 
four, and that every Gonfalonrer fuould have f>Vo OT 

t-htte other Enfigns under him called Pennonnieri, that f6 
upon an'y emergency, when the whole Company could 
·f1()t be, drawn out, fome parr of it might be employed 
under one of thofe officersi And as it generally hap .. 
ptM in aU cemmonwealths, that after any revoluti~ 
er ~markabje crifts, fome or other of the om laws 
a"e abrogaret>l ahd new ones made in therr roOm'; fo 
tHough the Signiory at lirft was chan~d e~ry t?tO 
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~nth~, y~t ,the magiftrates that were then in office, 
~ving grca.t P9wer, took upon themfclvcs to confti-' 
que " ~ilnpry Qut of all the man canfiderablc Ciriuns, 
tp c~n~inue (arty- months, whofe names were to bet. 
put inti> Ii Bag or Ptlrfe, and a certain number of 
thtm drawn out by lot .at the end of every fecond 
month. This method of eleCtion at 6rft was called 
ImbQrta~ione and afterwards Squittino. BQt, as many 
of ,~ Gitizens began to fufpect th~ir names were not 
il.l the Purfe, thefc was alrefh Imborfation before th" 
fQny mO{l~bs expired~ Fram hence afofe the ufe of 
the rurfc i~treating all their Magiftrates both at home 
artd aPrOAd, whicn tontinued for a confiderable time: 
\Yh~{~~ Wore, when the old Magillrates wen~ out of 
<¥pee. new oges were always chofen by the -council • 
.t\pd ,5 t~" "as {lot to be reoewed [ill after a term of. 
~~ve chree Icars, it WIS tsought they had in a great' 
mf~fQl'q CJJti,Rguifhed the caufes of all fuch difgufts 
~ t\1tm,lt$ as ufcd to happen frum the frrt}ueDt re" 
~um 9.f Ek~l)a and tbe number of Competitors fott 
the Mag\1.h:acy: fuch was tbe remedy which for want· 
of a tx:tt~-f •. they were forced to prov~d.e againft IIhole 
ovUs, nQt b~ aware ho.w Jittle advantage .and ho.w 
IJaany ro.ikbitfs WefC likely to flaw from it.' . 

In we year 1325. Ca(truccio having t6izod upon 
fill-o.ia,. W~ become fa fbrmidabk, that the Flort!n. 
t~cs beginning to (tand in grca.t awe of him, refOwcd 
Co a~'a~~ l1iro before he had. c:ftablilhed himfelf in 
his n~w dQllJiniQO, and if poiiblC'., to wreft ttout o' 
his ~a_n~ agian. In cookquence of w.hich, they af
{embled ,wenty thoufand foot and thl'C'e thoufand 
JJ(~rfe (ql~ft of whom were Florentines and the rei\ 
.ll~s) a~d c;n~amped before Alto Parcio;. bf &he re. 
~ion of which they hoped to prevent any reliei 
{19m b.eing \hrow.n into Piltoia. I n this cfl[~rpri?.o 
,~y fQC~eeded, and f-rom thcnce advanced toward$ 
Lucca, fpojlin,g an'd ravaging the whole ~oliJntry: 
but by the ill conduCt and treachery of Ramonda da 
Cardona. their commandC'r in chief, they rC!1pod but 
Ii~le adv~£4ge £,rom this progrefs. For aa he faw 
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the Florentines had been. fo liberal· in difpofing of 
themfelves, that they had fometimes conferred their 
government upon Kings, fometimes upon Legates, 
and fometimes upon perfons of much inferior quality, 
he thought if he could reduce tbem to any extre
mity, tbey perhaps would make him their Prince. 
For this purpofe, he was very importunate with them. 
to give him the fame command in the city that he had 
over their army; as he pretended he could not other
wife either require or expect that neceffary obedience 
which was due to a General. But finding the Flo
rentines did not care to comply with this demand, 
he trifled away his time in doing nothing, whilft Ca
ftruccio omitted no opportunity of taking the advan
tage that his indolertce afforded him. For the latter 
having reinfor(:ed himfelf with fupplies from the Vii
conti and other Princes of Lombardy, Ramondo, 
who before might have gai~d a viClory, if he had 
not betrayed his mafiers, now behaved in fo un
foidier like a manner that he could not even make his 
efcape from the enemy; but whilft he was retreating 
from them by very iliort and flow marches, he was 
overtaken and attacked by Caftruccio near Alto 
Pafcio, where, after an oliftinate engagement, in 
which his forces were utterly routed, and great num
bers of the Citizens either killed or taken prifoners, 
he himfelf allo loft his life, receiving that punifh
ment from the hands of fortone, which his perfidy 
and ambition had merited from the Florentines. 

The havock which Caftruccio made in the territo
ries of Florence after this victory, the depred:ltions, 
imprifonments, burnings, and every other kind of 
devaftation, are not to be defcribed: for as he had 
nobody to make head againft him for feveral months, 
he over-ran the whole country, and did what he 
pleafed, whilft the Florentines thought it no fmall 
matter to fave their city after fuch a defeat. Ne
verthelefs, they were not reduced to fo Iowan ebb, 
but they raifed large fums of money, alfembled 
forces, and fent to their allies for affifta'nce: but no 
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provjfions were fufficient to nop the progrefa of fucb 
an enemy. They were forced therefore, to make an 
offer of their government. to Charles Duke of Cala
bria and fon to King Robert, upon condition that he 
would undertake to defend them; for as that family 
had been ufed to rule over them, lhey chofe rather to 
fbelter themfelves und('l' him as their Prince, than 
to uuft to him as an ally. But Charles himfelf being 
cngaged in the wars of Sicily, fent Gualtier (a'French
man, and Duke of Athens) as his Lieutenan~, to 
take pofI"effion of the .govcrnment, who new modelled 
the Magiftracy as he thought fit. His behaviour~ 
however, was fo modeft and temperate, and fo con
trary [0 his true natural difpoficion, (as {ball be ihe-WD 
hereafter) that he gained. the affec9:ions of everyone •. 

After [he wars in Sicily were over, Charle-s came 
jn perfon to Florence, with a thoufand horfe, and· 
made his entry in July 1326. His arrival gave fome.. 

. check to Caftruccio, and prevented him from roving 
t&bou[ tbe country and plundering it without controul, 
as he had done before. Bur, if the -citizens laved 
any thing abroad, it was' loft again at home; and 
when their enemies were thus curbed, they became a 
prey to the infolence and oppreffion of their friends: 
for as the Signiory were entirely under the influence: 
of the Duke, he exac9:ed four hundred thoufand flo
rins from the city in the fpace of one year, though it 
'fYIS exprefsly ftipulated in the agreement made with· 
him, that he 1hould not raife above two hundred 
thoufand in the whole: befides which, either Charles, 
or his Father, were continually laying fome heavy tax 
or other upon the Citizens. . 

Thefe miferies were ftill increafed by new jealoufies 
and frefh enemies. For the Ghibelincs of LGmbardy 
were fo alarmed at the arrival of Charles in TufcaDY~' 
that Galeazzo Vifconti, and ocher Princes of that pro
vince, by dint of money and fair promifes, prevailed 'up
on Lewis of Bavaria, (who had been elected Emperor, 
contrary to the Pope's inclination) to march into Italy 
wit-h an army. In confequence of which, he came 

into 
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into Lombardy, and from thence advancing illto 
Tufcany, made himfelf maller o.f Pifa, by the affift
ance of Caftruccio; and having received a confider ... 
able fupply of mOllley, he: marched on towards Ro.me. 
Upon which, Charles oogan to. think the ktngdom 
ef Naples in no. fmall dang~r; and leaving Philippo 
Sagine'to his Lieufenant at Florence, he returned thi .. 
dler in aU hafte with the forces thac he had broughl 
along with him. --After his departure, Caftruccio 
feized upon PiCa, and the Florencines having got pof
featon of Pilloia &y trtaty, he marched immediately 
to recover.it, and carried on the fiege with fo much 
vigour and refolut~, that though the Florentines 
made many auempts to reneve it, fometimes by at
tacking his army. fomttimes by making ipcurfions 
into. his other territories, yet, all their. endeavours 
wert ineffeCtual: for fo firmly detrrmined was he [0. 

chaftife Pilloia, and keep the Florentines under~ th.a 
the Piftoians were forced- to furrender and rC!ceive him 
o.nc~ more for thC!ir Lord; by whiah he acqlliTed great 
reputation; but foon after fell fick and died in the 
midft of his vit\orics, as he was returning to - Lucca. 
And as it generally happens, that either fortunate or 
unfortunate accidents are attended by others of the 
fame kind. Charles, Duke of Calabria, and Lo.rd 0' 
Florence, died at Naples much about the faAle timr .. 
So. that the Florentines wer.e fuddenly and -unexpett:
edly delivered from the oppreffion of one, and the . 
dread of [·he other; and having once more recovered 
their liberty, began to reform the commonwealth 
'again, abrogating the Laws and Ordinances of 3t. 
former councils, and creating two- new ones in their 
room, one of which confifted of three hundred- of 
tbe Commons, the other o.f two h.undred and fifty, 
of both Commoners and Nobility; the for-mer was 
called the CotUIcil of tbe People, the latter, the (;Qm,.,,, 
COltncil. 

The Emperor, upon ·his arrival at Rome, f~.t up 
an Antipope, did many things to the pr.ejudiclr of the 
Church, and attempted feveraJ others, which be Wlfl 
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liot abie- to' efft~ 41-: upon which, he left Rome wit~ 
ho little dithonour; and went to Pifa, where eight 
bundr~d Getman harre, either ftlr want of pay, or 
'becaufe they vlert! diffatis6ed with ~is coriddfr, 'imme
~iately mUtinied and' fortified t,hemfelves at Monte~ 
chiaro upon the Cerugllo. Thefe, forces, after he was 
gone from Pifll, towards Lombard.y, made themfelve' 
mafi:ers of Lucca, and drove out Francifco Caftra
Cani, whom the Emperor had deputed to govern it. 
and being defirous to make the beft of it, tliey of. 
fered it to the Florentines for twenty thoufand Horins, 
which they reftlfed to give, by the ad~iee of Simone 
dena Tofa .. HapP1'had it been for their city, if the 
Florentines had perfevered in that refolutiori : but d 
they foon after changed their 'mind, it was of very 
great prejudice :0 them; fot though they refufed it 
'when they might have had the peaceable porfeffion of 
it at fa cheap :l ratf', they Were afterwards obliged to 
pay a much larger fum fo~ it, and could not kef'p it 
when'iliey had done; whIch gaV'e oecafion, to mant 
fubfequent dinu~banees ahd thangts of government 
in Florence. , 

The putehafe of 1.ucca being thus rejeCl-ed by the 
Flof'erttines, it was bought by Gherardino Spinoli, a 

.. The Pope had excommunicated hinr in 1328, and declared him 
to have forfeited the 'empire Lew;c; on the other band, employe4 
. {everal pens to write asainft the POlle. wholl1 he ftiled James of Ca
hon. And not contenting himfelf with 'this, he entered Italy the 
lIext yeu, and let up a cel"min Fr:incilcan, c~lIed Pietro Ramucciq 
de Corberia, as Antipope; hy the n:tme of Nichola. V. who crowned 
uwi', 3nd dc:claretl John XXII. an Heretic, and that he had fgr. 
feited the Papacy. This violent manner of proceeding otfended the 
Emperor's frien.ls 10 tuch a de!;ree, that, hey deferled him J fo that 
be 3ft!rwartls defiled to be reconciled to Bentdict XII; in 1336, ard 
to Clement VI. in 13~. But being unwilling to fobmit to tbe COII

clitions that were offered him, viz. That he Iliouid fllrrender the CRt

pire and 3\1 his c:ftates to the Ch\lrch, and hold them only at the 
good will of the Pope,. be ~1S declared "obftinate and"contuma_ 
cious:' And at the folhclt3tlon of Clement VI. and PhHlp of Va
loi., King of France, (whom Lewis bad provoked, by liding with 
Edward Ill. King c)f England agaiAlt him) the Eleaor" chofe in hi' 
room, Charles ot Luxembourg. who ",as tht fourth Em!'eror of that 
111me. Thls was in 1 ~ .. 6. !.twis died the IIUt ye'~r of poi fOil, or 
as others fay, by a rail from his horfe, at the age of lillty.thl"~e. Bwv. 
Ann3l. 
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GenocCe, for thirty thoufand Florins. But as it is 
Jbe nature of mankind to be cool and indifferent about 
.ruch things ;as are proffered them, and eager in their 
defircs to obtain what is difficult, or out of their 
'reach I [0 whC'n the Florentines heard that city was 
.Cold for Cuch a triae, they were exceedingly diffatis6ed 
Ill'" they had it not themfclves, and angry at thofe 
who had diffuaded them from buying it: however, 
as it was now too I~te, they refolved to tak~ it by 
force I and for that purpofe, fent their army to make 
'an inturtion into the territories of the Lucchefe. In 
the Q1ean time, the-Emperor had quitted Italy; and 
the Antipope, by order of the PiCans, was fent pri
foner into France. 

After the death of Caftruc:cio, which happened in 
the year 1328, the Florentines continued quiet at 
home, till 1310, and intent only upon their affairs 
abroad: during which time, they were engaged in 
fevtral wars, efpecially in Lombardy, upon the com
ing of John, King of Bohemia"". ,into that province; 
.and in Tufcany, on the .ccount of Lucca: ,They 
likewife raifed feveral new and' beautiful edifices in 
Jheir city, particularly the Tower of St. Reparata, 
after a plan given them by Giatto t, the moft cde-

• He was a Princ~ of grnt courage, and diftingllifhed himfelf as 
fuch in tbefe wan. before which he bad takCIl upoa himfCeIf thc title 
of King of Polaad. and waged war a,ainlt tbe pof'etror of the c:roWD 
there. He loft: ODC of hil eyes iD battle. and goin, to MODt. 
pelier to try if he could find any relicf from the phyficlu, there, a 
]ewifh Doaor, whom he employed, treated him in fo unfltilful a 
manner, that he deprived him of the other. 01.0n tbi. occafion. tbe 
KiDg of Poland, 81 It is reported. (ent bim .or • that he defired tbcy 
two only might decide their quarrel. ill a printe room. with each a 
ponyard in hi, hJnd. But King John returnt:d for an(wer ... that 
lie mult firO: pull out both his eyes to make tbe duel cq .. l." Hi. 
blindDefs did not prevent him from goillg to war in perfon. He 
wellt into France with fuccoun to the aid of Philip of Valois. and was 
not only prefent, but fought hravcly at the battle of CrelTy, whick 
the Frencb loft. Auguft d, '146. He caufed bit horfe to be faO:eDed 
by the bridle to one of thc bcft borfemcD he had, and then rulbcd 
luriouOy into the thick of tbe enemy, fword in band. wherc he I'll 
at laft killed, as might be well e.peeted. ClIarles IV. hi •• on. King 
of Bohemia and EmllCror, gives a fuller accouDt of all there thiD" in 
the Memoira of hi, father', Lifll. 
. t Thi, Giolto was febolar to Ciambue. and born ~ear Florence, 
iD the year U16. He wal a good Sculptor and Arcbitcfl. II .. ell a. 

,~ 
• J 

Digitized by Google 



look n. 0 to' FLO R ENe E. -tJl 

brated painter and architea of thote times: and in 
cbc year 1333, after an inundation of the Arno, in 
whicb the water rofe twelve yards perpendicular in 
fome parts of Florenc~, carried away feveral bridges, 
and demolifhed many houfcs, they repaired all with' 
great diligence and expencc. But in the year J 340, 
new difturbances arofe. 

The governors of the City had two ways of main
taining and increafing their authority. One was, by 
managing the Imborfations in fuch a manner, as al
ways to fecurc the Signiory either to themfelves or 
their creatures; the other, by getting Rettorit or 
Judges chofen, who they knew would be favourable' 
to them in their fentences and determinations. The 
latter of which expedients, they thought of fuch im
porunce. that,. not cootent wi'th two Judges, as they 
had been formerly, they fometimesconftituted a third. 
whom they called Captain of the Guards; with which 
office, they had now veLled J acort?o Gabrieli d' Agob-t 
llio, and given' him an abfolute power over the Ci. 
tizens. This J acomo, under "the direaion of the go ... 
¥ernors, ~haved with the moft 1hamelefs infolence 
and partiality, daily injuring or affronting mme body 
oroEher, particularly Pietro de Bardi, and Bardo Fref
coba1di; who being nobly born, and men of high 
{piri~ were provoked to fuch a degree, that a (han
ger 1hould be introduced into the city by a few of 
their fellow-citizens that had the power in their 
hands, on purpofe. to infult and abufe all (the reLt, 
that they entered into a confpiracy with many other 
noble families, and fome of the Commoners, that 
were difgufted at fa tyrannical a government, to. re
venge themfdves, both upon him and thofe that had 

a better P3inter, than his Mafter: for he began to ihRke off the ftilt'. 
JleC. of the Grec.'k manoer, en4eavourin~ to givl: a freer aii', to hi. 
Head., witb more of nature in his colOUring, and ealic.'r attitudes to 
his figure.. Hi, belt piece is ftill in one of the Churches at Florence, 
repre{eoting the Death of the Virgin Mary, with "the Apoftles round 
about ber. The attitudes of which Story. Mic:bad Angelo ur~ tcr 
fay. could not be better dc-figned. See Freenoy's Art of Painting. 
p .. 'JS4· - . 
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,been the occafion of his coming thither. For tlris 
,purpofe, it w~s agr~ed amongO: the copfpirators, that 
everyone of them fuoul4 get togedler as many armed 
men as he could in his houfe i and that on the morn

. ing after the Feftival of All Saints, when the people 
, were gone to Church to pray for the fouls of their 
departed friends t, they lhould take up arms" kill 
~he Captain ,and principal Governors, and make new 
laws and magiftratrs t() reform the St,ate. But as ;c 
generally happens, that when defperate refolullions 

,come to be maturdy confidered, many dangers and 
,impediments occur, which damp the ardour of the 
Confpirators; fo plots t~at are not fpecdily executed, . 
are for the moO: part llnfllccefsful, as this was. For 
Andre~ de Bardi, one of the aC£9mpJicest ~eighing 
the matter cooBy, and being more ,effectually moved 
by the terror of punilhment than the defire of re
venge, difcovered the whole to his kinfm.an J acoma 

. ~lberti, who immediately commllqkated it ,to the 
Magiftracy. And as the day appointed for their 
riling was very near at hand, many of the Citizens 
afrembled in the Palace; and judging it dangerous 
to wait any longer, they advifed the Signbry to have 
the Alarm-Bell rung, and the Companies called to
gether. Taldo Valori was chief Gonfalonier at that 
time, and Francifco' Salyiati one of the Signiory: 

. and as they were allied to the Bardi, they oppofed 
that meafure, and raid it wO.uld be a dangerous 
thing to arm the people upon every trifling acci
dent, becaufe it was never known that power given 
to the m,ultitude, without fufficient authority to re
'train them, had produced any good effeCt; and that 

,it was a much eafier matter to raife a tumult [han to 
com pore one: they thought it' would be more pru. 
drnt, therefore, to enquire into the truth of the 
matter, and if they found fufficient teafon, to punifh 

. t This event therefore bappened on the:Ed of November, ll40. 
which is commonly called All Souls Day, as the Romitb Church ii:tl 
it apart ;n COlllIlUI1Iorllliontm 011"';"'" ft.hlia", "4111100"""" ert Ie Pl'ayen 
for all thofe that have departed tbi. life in tlle true faith. <, 
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the offenders by due courfe of law, than to run tu
multuouOy into arms, only upon a bare report, and 
proceed.in fuch a manner, as perhaps might be the 
utter ruin of their city. But thefe arguments were 
all to no purpofe: for the Signiory were fo threat
ened and infulted by the other Citizens, that they 
were forced to caufe the Bell to be rung; at the found 
of which, all the people took arms and ran directly 
to the Piazza before the Palace. On the other hand, 
the Bardi and Frefcobaldi, perceiving they were be
trayed, and being refolved either to conquer or die 
honourably, likewift: took arms, in hopes that they 
fhould be able to defend themfelves in that part of 
the City. ·which lies on the other' fide of the River, 
where moil: of their houfes il:ood. For which pur
pofe, they fortified the Bridges over it, and there 
made head againft the enemy, in expeaation that 
many of the Nobiljty and others of their friends 
would come out of the Country to their affiftance. 
But this was prevented, by the people that lived iQ 
the fame parE of the city with them, who ~ook up 
arms for the Signiory: fo that when they found they 
were likely to be attacked. by them alfo, they aban
donrd the Bridges, and· retired intO the ftrcet where 
the Bolrdi lived, as ftronger than any of the reft, and 
there made a brave defence. 

In the mean time, J acomo d' Agobbio, well know
ing this Confpiracy was chiefly bent againil: 'him, 
thought his life in great danier. and was frighted to 
fuch a degree, that he ran trembling to fecllrehim· 
felf in the midft of the armed men who were af· 
fc:mbled before the Palace of the Signiory: but the 
other' Judges who had n'of been guilty of the fame 
injuftice and oppreffion, were more:: ('"ura~eous, 
cfpecially MaA-too da Maradi, the Pod'fl1. wI.,., ... ' • 

. the place where they were fighting, .• '. . 
Bridge Rubaconte, undauntedly tht"' '. 
the thickeft of the fkirmifh, and ma-'" ~ 
P:u-1ey. Upon' which, ~llt of revert:nc .' 
~1S courage, and many other good qualil. ' .. :1-
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d~~n - the;ir.armst and ftood patiently to hear him*, 

a Ql~ye;ft patYe;tic he 
the Bardi for their manner of proceeding, fhewtd 

the;y wets:: in fu,y 
people if they did not gave tY~m hopes th~'t 
their caufe fuould be favourably heard, and promifed 

hs:: not only mtere;de y~t 

~a~o~!. but fee tha~ they lhoul~ hav~ aU reafonable 
je;tRsfayue;n reYre;fs f~r theat grle;s::e;ncer afls::e; 
which he we;m; to Sige;iory e;nd them 
nor to attempt a Vic9:ory, in which fo many of their 

mutY ineviK:£%bly p£%tilh, E§~r to a£%b 
{entence upon them unheard. In lhort, his medi. 

fud1 an dfdt, Rhat BaRdi and Frefc£%P= 
b£%ldi, 'w£%ith m£%ny thelP allq~e;ed 
,the Signiory to le~ve the city, retired to their caftles 

the wl?:Y,e;ut OR mold?: 
tation. . \ 
=_ A~tt'e; they ¥tere b~n~ a_~d the beople difarmed, the 
qiz:?mory pmzK:eeded ayatntt fuch ~nly the Qr the Bardi and Frefcobaldi as had aCtually been in 
a?ms ' le{l;=a thei~ PO"'?? th?,¥ bO,u?ht 
Caftl;s of Mango~~ and"der~i;' of ~he B~~hi,· and 
~ihade a law tbat no Citizen for the future lhould pof-

ane; Cafili v. i[hi~ twe¥te of N~e 
many ~onths after, Stiatta ~refcobaldi was beheaded, 

fa£%ual that hamily proclaimeb 
However, it Yid not fubidently fatiate; the Revenge 
of thofe in the adminifiration. to have conquered and 

families Yur, ahi,oft 
men {whofe infoleace co~~onlr increafes w!th their 

,Yey g,a~dm~~; . ~f:~e 2%2"pelli'ili[i~~ey ha~rb~~~~ry 
Captain of the Guards to tyrannize over the city ~. 

ahh¥intd anotias::r, w refibi in 
Country, and veftC!d bim with very great authority: fo 

ae;y ons:: ~ho in ihe liaft obs::¥xioS::i to 
gibvernment, e;ould s::ot qukdy either 
~it.y or, without it: ~ ~he Nobility i.n ~articular were 
qnlly nhufed ls::iib.lteQ 10 izze;h 

that 
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that they only waited for an, opportunity to revenge 
tbemfcJves at any rate: and as one foon after hap. 
pened, they did not fail to take the advantage of it •. 

During the many troubles that had happened in 
Turcany and Lombardy, the city of Lucca was fallen 
under the Dominion of Maftino dell Scala Lord of 
Verona, who, though he was under an engagement 
to give it up to the Fl9rentines, did not think fit to 
perform it: for as he was alfo Lord of Parma, and 
lmagined he was fhong enough to maintain himfelf in 
poffeffion. he made little account of that promife. 
The Florentines, to revenge this breach of faith, 
joined the Venetians, and made fo vigorous a war up
on him. that he was in great danger of lofing all his 
territories: but they got little by it in the end, ex
cept the fatisfaClion of having diftreffed their enemy •. 
For the Venetians, according to the cuftom of all 
States that enter into any league or alliance with 
others, that are weaker than themfc:lve~, having 
feized upon Trevigi and Vicenza, made a reparate 
peace, without any regard to the intereft of their Con
federates. Soon after, the Vifconti, Lords of Milan, 
took Parma from Maftino. who finding himfelf no 
longer able to keep Lucca after f~ch a diminution 
of his ftrength, refolved to fell it. The Florentines 
and Pifans were competitors in the purchafc:. but 
whilftthey were bartering for it, the Pirans feeing 
they fuould be out-bid, as they were not fo rich as 
the others, had recourfe to arms, and, joining with 
the Vifconli, laid liege to the town. THe Florentines, 
however, were not at all difcouraged at this, but pro
ceeded in their bargain, and having agreed upon the 
price, paid down part of the money to Manino, and 
gave him Hofiages for the reft: in confequence of 
which, N addo RucelJai, Giovanni Bernardino de Me

·dici, and Roffo the (on of Ricciardo de Ricci. were 
fc:~t to take poffeffion; who forcing their w~y into 
the town through the Pifan Camp, were received by 
Maftino, and had it delivered into their hands. The 
Pifans, neverthelefs, continued the fiege~ and endea-

K ... voured 
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'roureq -by all po'mble m("an~ to, Q1~ke .~h~ITlfclve_s qlaf~ 
ters of the plac.e: and the Floretl,cil'}es, on- the o~~t:t 
hand, were no lefs follicitous to relieve it: but afler_ 
a long ftruggle -they were at laft d-~iven out '?t ir, widi 
mu~h dlfhonour ~nd the lofs of all their purchal'i!.t 
money. This difafter (as it ufually happens in ,th~ 
like cafe~) thr~w the people of Florence into fuch ~ 
ta~e againft t~eir Governors,- that they pllblickly in,: 
(ulted and upbraided them with their'ill conduCt: an4 
adminiftration, in all pl~ces and upon every oppo~
tunity. ' 

In the beginning of the war, the management of it 
had been committed to twenty Citizens, who ap
pointeu Malacefta da Rimini Commander in Ch:ef 
of their forces in that Expedition: but as he execute4 
that charge with little courage and lefs difcretion, they 
follicited Robert,.King of Naples, for fupplies; which 
he accordingly rent them under the command of G ual. 
tier, Duke of Athens, whot as the ~vil deftiny of the 

- city would have ir, arrived there juft at the time when 
the enterprize againft ~ucca had rnifcarried. Upon 
his coming, the twenty fuperintendants of the war .. 
ft::eing the people enr:1ged to the higheft degree. 
thought either to foot~ them with frefh hopes, and 
take away ~ll further oecation of obloquy, or to 
bridle chem effeaua~ly by chufing a new General: 
and as they ~ere fiill in great fear ofrhe multitude, 
they firfi made the Duke of Athens Confervator of 
the Peace, and then t1.lt:ir ~ommander in Chief, that 
he might have hoch authority and power fufficient to 
defend them. Btlt ~s many of the Nobiljty had been 

-formerly acquainted with Gualtier (when he was Go': 
vernor ~f -Elorence. for Ch!lrles,' Duke of Calabria) 
and were ftill highly di(eonrented for the reafons 
above-f!1entioritd. -they refolved, now they had fo 
fait an·' opportunity, co take their revenge, ev.en 
though it fhpul~ oceanon the deftrud:ion of the thy. ~ 
imagini~g [her~ was no pther ~ay left to get the 
beher of [he people, who had fo long domineereC:! 
~ver them,. but to repuce them into fubjeCtion to a 
. ... '.. - ... . . ..' btinc~ 
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prince, who being well acquainrw with the w.or~h 
and generofity of the Nobility and the infolence of th~ 
Common~ might treat both parties according. to 
sheir deferts: befides which tonfiderations, they pre~ 
fumed .he would fh,ew them no little tavour, if h, 
fhould obtain the: fupreme Government, of the,citY; 
chiefly by their l\JIiftance and' cO-operation. To fa. 
cihtate there defigns, they had many private meetings, 
at whicli they, earnefi:ly perfuaded him to take the 
govrrnment wholly into his hands, and promjfed 
~o Cup port him with all their intereft and power. 
Several of the mott confiderable Commoners likewife 
joined them, particularly the familic;s of the Peruzzi, 
Acclaiuoli, Antt'llefi, and Buonaccorfi, who ha~ con:' 
mCted great debts. and not being able to pay them 
out of their own eftates, were defirous of getting 
thore of other people into their hands; and to free 
lhemfc:Jves from the importunity of their Creditors~ 
"'ere ready to ennave their Country. Such' encou. 
ragc:mc:nt and fo fair an opportunity, inflamed the 
puke, who was naturally ambitious, with aRiU 
grearer thirO: of' power: and to ingratiate himfelf with 
the lower fort of the people by acting like a juft and 
updght Magiftrate, he ordered a procefs to be com
menced agamft (hof~ that had been entrufted with 
the management of (he late war againft the Lucchefe: 
.in,confequence of which, Giovanni de: Medici, Naddo 
.1~ucellai, and Guglit"lmo Altvvit.i were put to death, 
~nd f~veral oth~rs barifhed, and many obliged to pay 
large fums of mont'y tor their pardon. This fevere 
manner of proceedrng alarmed the middle fort of 
Citi~ens, though ir was very grardul to tht" l"obJiity 
and common peoplt", as (he latter gent rally take 
pleafure in t'xeclltions, and the;- fOJ Il't'f wt"re nor a. 
little tljoiced at the fall of the if. by \' hom they had 
!)etn fo grievouOy opprt'fJed. ~C' that Whcll,"vc;r die 
puke paffed through rht' fileets, dlt'y rt'fi,ur.ot'C with 
acclamations and praifes of filS juH'l't ar~ Ido1uion, 
!Vhun every on~ e~b()rtc:d. him to pt' ~'. '1,trt: ; t1 ~. i: ~n-
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deavours to detea the guilty and bring them to condign 
punilhment. ' 

Upon this change, the. authority of tlie Twenty be
gan to decline, and the awe and reputation of the 
Duke t~ increafe fo faft, that every Citizen, to filew 
himfelf' well affected to him, bad the Neapolitan 
arms painted over his ,door; nor was any thing 
wanting but the mere title, to make him a Prince. 
And being now ftrong enough, as he imagined, to 
attempt any thing with fecurity, he gave the'Signiory 
to underftand, " That he thought it neceffary for the 
good of the city, that the fupreme power fhould be 
vefted in him i and therefore. as it was a thing agree
able to all the reft of the Citizens, he required them' 
to refign their authority." 

The Signiory, notwithftanding they had tong fore· 
{een the ruin of their city, were not a little embar
rafi'ed at this demand; and though they were (enfible 
of the danger they were in, yet that they might not 
(eem wanting in any act: of duty to their country. they 
boldly refufed to comply with it. Upon which, the 
Duke. (who out of an aff'etl-ation of Religion and 
Humility. had taken up his quarters at the mona
ftery of Santa Croce) in order to give the finifbing 
'ftroke to his wicked defigns, immediately iffued out 
a Proclamation, wherein he commanded aU the peo
ple to appear before him the next morning in the 
piazza belonging to that Convent. A t this procla
mation, the Signiory were Rill more alarmed than 
'they had been at his firft mtffage, and having called 
together fuch of the Citizens as they thought moO: 
zealous for the liberty of their country, it was rt
lOlved, finee the power of the Duke was (0 great, 
and there was no other remedy left, to apply to him 
: in an humble and' fupplicatory manner; and try whe-
ther they could prevail upon him by entreaties, now 

. force was in(uflicient, to defift from this attempt; 
or if that could not be efFeB:ed, at I~aft to govern 
diem with more gendenefs and moderation. For this 
purpofe, they deputed fome of their Members to 

wait 
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wlit upon him; one of whom addrdfed him in the 
following manner: 

" My Lord, 
c ,c~r • • h r. so. 'r.' is' yye are ~ome filt er to expre,s our Jurprhe, In 

the finl place, at your Demand, and in the ne::t, at 
Jour Proclamation to aKemble the people; pre
(~ming it is ~OUTI' intention. to extort. th~t from us by 
violence, which, upon 1UEvate $f,pphc~[Zon, we could 
nOlln dmy comply with. It is not our ddign to op
p':?fe force by force, but rather to rcprefent to you 
the heavinefs of that b~Jrden which you are f? defirous 
to take upon your own moulders, and the dangers 
that are likely to attend it; that fo you may hereafter 
r~m'2:m,,";'?r and diftinguilh betwixt our advice and 
[hat which is given yeu by others, not out of any re
gard to your perfon or intereft, but to fatiate their 
o~n revenge and ambition. You arc endeavouring 
to enOave our city, which has ever been free; for the 
t..ernmeut of it, which furmerly has fometimes been 

.~ d ~ K· f ~,1' '" I ~ conterre on the ClOgs 0 r" aples, or lome ot iC!' 0;( 
their Houfe, was rather in confequence of an al
liance or affodatiorz, than of a f;rced fubjeltion. 
H -- -L···d~· hI 'ave YOll conildeieil uOW' ear :mo Important t e aOve 

of Liberty muit be to fuch a Commonwealth as oursl 
A principle that no force can ever fubdue~ no length 
of time can ever wear away j nor any other confider. 
arion over-balance. RecoUeCl, Sir, I befeech yo~:u. 
how great a force will be necefTary to keep to pow-

£' , • • Co b' n' C J' h r. ' M erHH &i. cuy IT'l ,u' ~e\.don, A I [ e IQrelgn eree-
naries you can hire:; will not be ftlfficienr" and the 
Citizens vou cannot conI1de in. for thofe who at 
pref~nt fe~m to be your friends, and at whole infti
gation you have trken this refolution, will be the 6tit 

~c .' d r. h to conlpire your rum, m or er to ulurp t £e aovern. 
1> r. £ L' • d L"o'· sru:nt [tJf~mlelyes" Wilen tuey nave 'wreaKe [,jeEr mae 

lke uF'On r~dr fellow-citizens, by your means and a(. 
fiilance. The poptdrc~, which you chiefly truil: to, 
will [urn againftyou upon a!ly little difguft; fi') that: 
in a fhort time, you may eXfkct to ice the whole city 
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in .arms, which will infallibly prove the deftruCl:ion 
both of you and iddf: for thofe Princes only can be 
fecure in their government, who have butfew ene
mies, and fuch as are eafy to be taken off either by 
banifument or death: bU,t ag~in·ft a univerfal diraf
feaion, there can be no fecuriry; a$ it will be im
poffible to guers with any certaimy, from what hand 
the ftrokc may come; and whofoever he is, that has 
r'eafon to fear every man .. ~cannot be fafe ag~intl; 
any olle. For if he cuts off' iome, he is fure to ex
})0'1e himfdf to niH greater dangers, by enBaming 
the: hatred of (hofe that are left, and making them 
more implacable and ripe for reven,,;e. That time 
is nor able: to eradicate the love of Liberty, is fuffi.
ciently evident; fince it has often ha;'penc:d in States 
where (he citizens them1eIves were not free, that 
many have exerted their moft firenuous endeavours 
to be j'O, merdy upon th~ r"port of the bleffings of 
Liberty, which they have received from their ta
thers; and when they fliccf'eded, and tafted the 
{weers of freedom, have defpifed all difficulties and 
dangers to maimain it. And indeed, if they, had 
never heard of any fuch thing from their anceftors, 
ihe daJy fight of the public palaces, the courts of 
jullice, the C910ur5 of-their militia, and other monu
oleius of former Liberty, would naturally have in
fpired them with a love of it. What exploits or de
~ree of merit, therefore, on your fide, though ever 
to confiderable and endearing, can pollibly be a fuf~ 
ficient recompence for the lofs of our Liberty, or 
what do you think can ever make us forget the hap
p~nefs we o~ce enjoyed? It you was to add all Tuf
~i1ny to thiS State, and return to the city daily 
'frowned with frefh victories over our enemies, the 
fIonour would be yours and not ours, and the tid
~ens would gain fellow-naves rather than fubjeCts, 
Y(hich would only ferve to aggravate their mifery. 
~nd though you fhould be rdigious, or affable, or 
l~ft; ,~r bountiful to the laft degree, believe me, all 
'You19 not be fufficient to gain the: affections of the 

peo-
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people j if you think· \Qlherwife, ,you ohii'~cei\fC 
,yourfelf; for to m~n that have once lived' free, the 
lightdl: chain will fet:m heavy, 'and, [he leaft reftrairit 
intolerable. In a Srate; which has been reduced to 
fubj~cHon by force, . it is not pomble that the ciri~ 
zens 'fbould live: content~Jy~ ~ven under a good 
prince; and it muO: necdfarily happen, if he dOC'S 
not conform hiltlidf tOt their lIdires, [hat dther, one 
party or the other wiil foon be ruined. We ,leave 
you to judgt', ,thert·fore, whether, it will be better 
for you to endeavour to ufurp an abfolute dominiol! 
over this city, and to hold it' by downright: force of 
arms, (for which the poffeffion of all the for~s and 
guards within, and all the friends that eQuid be raifed 
abroad, have often been found infufficient) ol'to bt: 
content with [he authority and power we have 'already 

,given you. We would recommend the latter of [he~ 
two meafures to YOll, becaufe that Dominion only 
can be of long continuante, which is voluntarilY cod
ftrred; and adv.ife you not [0 fuffer yourftlf to be 
blindly led by ambition,. to the brink of a ptecipict, 
wh~re )"ou ca n neither retreat nor advance, and' from 

.... hence }'OU will inevitably be thrown down and over-
:.hclD1ed in the ruins of the.Commonwealth." -: ~ 
, Thefe expo{h.lations made but little impreffion up
on' the Duke; who laid, .. That it was fo far from 
being his.dtfign to take away their liberty, that he 
came thither .on purpofe to reftore it: that Cirizer18 
divided amongft theOlfeives were no better t~ 
,llaves, whilft thore that were united IJ!ight 'properly 
be called free: that if he (:ould extinguifh 'privaCe 
ambition and inteCline difcord in Florence, .by his 
manner of gQ~erning, furely he might be faid to re. 
ellablifh their freedom, and not to deprive litem, df 
it: that .he did not aIfume the government Oll(!of aRf 
ambition of hi!! own, but acceptc:d it at the entreaties 
of many of their fellow· citizens. and therefore ·tbc;f 
\PI()uld de well to' ccncur with them in the cboke thet 
bad made of him. That as to tbe, danger;'~"e._ 

,likely to expofe himfelf to in this undertakin~ra 
noc 
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Dot regard them I as it would be mean and puGlia
Dimous to decline an opp.ortunity of doing good, for 
fear of any evil tbat might enfue; and that none but 
cowards would lay afide a glorious entcrprife, merely 
upon the uncertainty of fuccers. That he hoped to 
behave himfelf in fueh a manner, as would roon ob
lige them to acknowledge' they had feared him too 
much, and trufted him too little." The Signiory 
finding by this anfwer, that no good was to be don~, 
were forced to confene, that the people lhould affem
ble tbe .oext morning in the Piazza before their pa. 
lace, and the government be transferred, by their au
Ibority, 10 the Ouke, for the fpaee' of one year, upon 
the fame conditions that it had been formerly COlD

mitted into the hands of the Duke of Calabria. 
On the eighth of September, 1342, the Duke, at .. 

tended by Giovanni della Tofa, ~ith all his friends, 
and many other citizens, came into the Piazza: and 
taking the Signiory with him, mounted tbe • Ring
hiera, or landing-place, at the top of the fteps before 
,the Palace Gate, where he eaured the Agreemtnt be
twixt him and the Signiory to be publickly read; and 
whCJl the perfon who read it came to that Article. 
where the government was raid to be given him for a 
year, the people lhouted out, for /ift,for lift. UPOD 
which, Francifco Ruftichegli, one of the Signiory, 
I'Ofe up to have fpokel1, and endeavoured to compofe 
the tumult; but he was interrupted, and tould not 
t.e heard. So that the Duke was made their Sove ... 
.reign Lord by the confent of the people, not for a 
,ear only, but for ever; and afterwards carried about 
the Piazza in a chair, amidft the acclamations of the 
multitude. It is a cuftom amongft the Florentines, 
thlt whoever is appointed captain of the Palace 
Guard. is to thut himfelf clofe up in ie, in the altfence 

• AI it .... ufual to addrer. the people uJ'lC1n publick occafio';, fro .. 
6i, and otber ii.ucb eminences, the word Ring"i"" came at laft to f'l
laify • &oftrum, Pulpit, or reading Delk. From bence, J fuppote. 
.... t1IeltaWia Verb.,..,.,.t, the Frellclti.,.",nllllr, andtlleEII,1ifII _ .. ', , 
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of tbe Sigoiory. This charge happened at that tilQC 
to be in the haJ'lds of Rinieri Giotto, who being cor
rupted by the Dllkc's friend$, admitted him into the 
palace withQut making any rC'fiftance, to the grca.c 
o1fence and di1honour of the Signiory, whQ returne4 
to their own houfes, and left it to be plunder~d by 
the Duk~s fervants, after they had torn the Standarcl 
of the City to pieces, and planted their mafter's 
there in its ftead: at which, all the good CitizCQI 
were infinitely grieved and mortified, whilft thof~ thJt 
either out of malice or ftupidiry had confented to this 
cleeHon, did not a little rejoice. . 

The Duke was no fooner in poffcffion of the G0-
vernment, but in qrder to take away the autbority of 
[hofe: who had been the moft zealous. advoc/1tes for 
their liberties, be forbad the Signiory to atfemble any 
more at the Palace', and affigned tbem a private houfe 
tomcet in. He took away the colours (rom tbe Goofa
Ionier. of the feveral Companies, he repealed the 0' •. 
Laws againft the Nobility, he difcharged all PrifonelJ, 
recalled the Bardi and Frefcobaldi from banilhment. 
prohibited the wearing of fwords or other arms, and 
to fecure himfelf againft his enemies within the City, 
he made as many friend. as he could in the adjaccat 
territories: for which purpofe, he thewcd great favoQf 
to the people of Arezzo, and all others that were iQ 
any wife de~ndC'nt upon the ciry of Florenc:e. He 
concluded a peace With the Pifans, though he had been • 
Yeiled with abfolutc power on purpore to carry on 
the war againft them witb greater vigour. He took 
.way the fecurities and aOignrmnts from the Mer
cbants. who bad lent money to the State, in lhe war 
wirh the Lucchefe, and not only increafed the former 
taxes, but exaaed new ones from the people. He 
enrirely dilrolved the authority of the Signiory, aDd 
fct up three new Rettori or J udges, B~lione da Pc-
,ugia, Guglidmo da Scefl, and Cerettieri Vifdomini, 
who were his council upon all occauons. The ilD-
polls he laid upon the Citizens were very gricvOUla 
his judicial proceedings partial and I.lnjuft, and the 

- buad-
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'humility and thew of Religion wliic~ he had put ort' 
at fir'ft, were now fucceeded by fuch lin intolerable de
gree of haughtinefs and cruelty,· 'diatmany of the! 
Nobility, and moft confide.rable· Commoners, wert 
condemned and put to death; after they had been tor
tured in a 'new and unheard-of manner. His tyranny 
was no Icfs infupportable in the Country than in the 
City: for after a while. he appointed Ox more Judges; 
-to plunder and opprefs the other -rowns. He was 
jealous of the Nobility, though he Jay under· great 
obligations ro fome of them" and had recalled other! 
from exile; as he thought they were too generou~ 
and high-fpirited to bear with his infolent mariner of 
governing. Upon which account, he began to pay 
"Ilis court to the people, by whofe favour. and the af
ftftance of foreign forces, he hoped he lhould be ablt 
10 fupport himfelf .in his tyrannical ufurpation. 

In·the month of May, at which time the Floren.;. 
tines ufuaUy celebrate many Holidays, he caufedtht 
inferior fort of people to be divided into .feveral Com
panies; to which he gave pay, and honoured them 
with colours and fplendid titles: upon which, thert 
was nothing bllt feafting and rejoicings [0 be feen in 
every part of the city. one half of the inhabitants be
ing employed in vifiting, and the other in receiving; 
·and entertaining them. And when the news of his 
great power and authority began to be fpread abroad, 
many of the French nation reforred to his court, tty 
whom he gave preferments, and fhewed more favour 
than to any others, as perfons whom he thought he 
might thoroughly confide in: fo that Florence- in a 
{hort time became fu~jea not only to French men. 
but to the French cuftoms and drefs, everyone of 
both fexes endeavouring to imitate their fathions~ 
without any regard to modefty, or even common de
cency. But what ft'tmed more intolerable was, the 

(violence that was olTered by him and his followers, to 
.. 11 forts of women, from the loweft to the higheft. 
The citizens therefore were provoked beyond al~ pa. 
-lienee, to fee the maldly of their government thus 

trampled 
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trampled upon, their ordinances abolifhed, their Laws 
annulled, all honefr converfation corrupted, and mo
defty every where defpift:d and infulted: for thofe 
who had not heen accuftomeillo regal pomp, could 
not, without infinite concern,~ehold the Duke pa
rading the City, furrounded by guards. both on foot 
and on horfeback. But as there was no remedy, they 
were forced to court and honour him in appearance, 
.. hilft they monally hated him in their hearts: and 
they were not a little terrified at the frequent c:x~cu
tions, and continual impolitions, with which he weak
ened and impoverilhed the City. Nor was the Duke 
himfelf ignorant of the general odium he had incurred, 
or without fears of his own, upon that account; tho· 
he affeCted to appear, as if he thought himfdf ex",: 
tremely beloved. . 

It happened, that Matteo de Morozzi, either to 
gain the Duke's favour, or to exculpate himfelf, dif
covered a certain ~Iot ·againft him, in which the fa
mily of the Medici, and fome others, were concern
ed: but the Duke was fa far from making an enquiry 
into it, that he ordered the Informer to be put to 
death - : by which manner of proceeding, he deterred 
everyone from giving him any fort of information 
that was necdrary for his fafety, and gave great en~ 
couragement to fuch as confpired his dcftruaioD4I: 

• This was aBing in a manner very different from moft Tyrantt. 
and indeed from many wile Stare. and Princes. who bave alw.,. 
thougbt it neceHilry to encourage Informen, at leai to. certain de
gree •. upon this maxim. that it men are fal(e!y accufed, they will be 
acquitted wben tbey are· brought to a fair tnal; and thofe who are 
guilty. cannot be puni/bed if tbey are not firlt accufed. Tully, in 
hi. oratio" pro Sixti, Ra{dfl, fa)'s, that tbough the Dogs that were kept 
in the Capitol could not diltinguilh thines from hontlt men. yet thcia 
.barkin, at every body tbat came thither in the night. wal of ufe ... 
it farvc:CI to alarm the people, and put them upon their guard. Thu. 
it i, the intereft of the State to tncourage aecufen, in order to detCl' 
JhoCc wbo mlgbt olherwife dillulb tbe public tranquillity. Anto
ninus Pius, however, would neither liflen to Informer •• Dor Cuffer 
fucb to be punifhcd as had bren aaually concerned in confpirac:iel 
againi him: and ""ben the Senate was \lery urgcAt with him,·_ 
make an enquiry ioto their proceedings, be an{wercd ... be die! Dol 
claufe to have i.t kn.o"Rn. tb~t t~~re was auy bod)' wJw clic:l DO' lov, 
bi." viCtor. In Vlt. Antoll. PII. 
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He likewife caufed the tongue of Bettoni Cini to be: 
cut out. with fuch circumftances of cruelty, that he 
died of it; and for no otner reafon, but becaufe he: 

'laad complained of thia.heavy taxes that he bad laid 
upon the city: an act. barbarity which exceedingly 
increafed the rage and difdain o! the Citizens, who 

. having been ufcd both to fay and to do every thing 
with the greateft freedom, could not bear to have: 
their bands tied up, and their mouths !lopped in thi~ 
manner. 

Thefe outtages\V!=re fufficient to roufe not onl, 
the Florentines, (who neither know boYr: to value 
their liberty nor endure Oavery) but even the moil: 
abject nation upon earth, to attempt the recovery of 
their t"reedom. Many of the Citizens therefore, of 
all ranks, were determined either to 1hake off the 
yoke, Of. to' die gloriouOy in the caufe of Liberty: fo 
diat there were three Confpiracies on foot againft him. 
at' the fame time, amongft three different forts of 
people, the Nobility, the Commons, and the Arti. 
Deers and Tradefmen. For befides the motives 
~ri{jng from a general oppreffion, each party had its 
particular reafons. The Commons had been deprived 
i# the govcr~ment, the Nobility were not reftored to 
it, and the TradefQ1en had loft all their bufinefs. 
~nolo A:£ci~i1!0~i ... who was then Archbifhop of Flo
rence, at firO: had highly extolled the actions ami good 
qualities of. the Duke in wme of his Sennons to the 
~ple, and wooderfully c.onc!liatcd their affeCtions to 
him: but when he faw him ,m full poffcffion of the 
Government. and exercifing -his power in that arbi- . 
trary a.nd defpotic manner, he began to think he had 
abufed his fellow Citizens; and to make them fome 
~mel'lds, refolved to put himfelf at the head of the 
lirft and moR powerful confpiracy, iri which he en
gagtdwith the Bardi, Rom, Frefcobaldi, ScaH, AI
toviti, Magalotti, Strozzi, and Mancini. 1 he prio
opal conduc1ors of [he fecond confpiracy were Manno 
~nd Corro Donati, and untier them the·Pazzi, Ca
vicciulli, 'Cerchi and Albizi. Of the third, Antonio 
, . .Adi~ 
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Adimari was-the' Ht-ad, and joined by the families 
bf Medid~Bordini, Ruceilai, and Alrlobrzindin;. 
ThfJ2fJ de{i£!n was tG hiin .the of 
the Albizi:' whither it was imagined he' would come 
on Midfummer.cay to fee the Horfe-races; but, as 

~~;2~P~~~~~ ;:scli~l::~~~rnd. her ~~~~ p[QP~~t 
was, to affaffinate hitn in the fireet: but that was 

(,G', d'lfficn1, b"'ca,d-:= he "ys "·"n' w' ell ",-"m.J// '-" "''0 \,. "'"'&,"~ r",. W""",,,,,,,,,, "" 

and dnd 'fdd'm took far'l'le 
round twice together, they could not certainly telI 
,vhere it woutd' be moil proper to lie in wait for hill? 

wern op'nLon it wonld bebeO: La dif-
pdttd him the OnfJcil : then It was confidered 
that even after he was dead, they muft of necdlity ~e 

to the his u'Hds., . 
b',lhiHt we:-:, in ,aqwnbll tnn 

confpirators, Antonio Adjmari communicated the af
fair to fame of hi.~. f~iends a~~~eri'a dit!J.<iP~,::o~ t,l1eir 

them ,he tif L" ~l"InUmF! pet-
fans that were eng:tged in it, and affured them the 
wha1e city was difpofed to {hake off their yoke: 

t'lhkh, one of the im 
t,) Brundkfchi, not w any (F) 

'have betrayed the confprracr, but becaufe he took 
, C d h h "",' .1 F 'r Jt lor grantc: t at e was prAllf to Ie;; a~u ranCllcO, 

. 'out fear malica r() that con~ 
cCrP.ed, djfco~cred the whole to' the Duke, who im
mediately ordered Paolo da Maz'zecca a.nd Simone'da 

to apprehcnded.hhefc beink 
YT,cde a acqu;tmted the 

Duke with the number and quality of the confpira-
te,e"i. at which he nor little (ri)hted: however 

, 1* canj~ his ftknds,~" d1Ou;-:hr fit ru~ 
ther to f~in,(llon [he reO: to appear before 'him,~ than 
to lay vlat~ftt hands tlpon them; becaufe if they fled, 

'Flhangnr -:nould O'verr"ithout furiher diftli¥'~ 
d;\r-:ne. nonfequenct;, hIS. relolution. in the 

:]m,~I~S~,:r~P~ fqra9imari s who relying ,upon the 
:r:;-:mber and buppo~t . hE 'Flncompli)'FlS, bolblh made; 

~ 
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his appearaoce and was (cnt- to prifon. After this 
-ftep, he was advifed by Frimtifco BrllndJefchi and 
Uguccione Buondelmonte to go to the houfes of the 
others with his guards~ and to feize upon them there 
and PUt them to death: but confidering how many 
enemies he had in the town, he thought he bad not 

--ftrerigth fufficient to do that, and thc:rcfore too~ an
other refolution, which if it had fucceed~d, would 
have freed hinl from the molt powerful of his ene~ 
mies, and made him ftrong enough to over~awe the 
reLt. . ', 

It had been his cllttom to call the Citizens toge
'ther and defire their opinions and advice upon any 
emergency; and now having affembled as many forces 
as he could, he drew out a lilt of three hundred 
Citizens and gave it to his fe~ieants to fummon every 
one of them, on a pretence that he wanted to con
fult with them; defigning when they we're met, either 
to kill or imprifoo them all. But the confinement of 
Adimari, 'IIId the [lathering together fuch a number 
of armed men, which could not be done wirhout fome 
buftle, made many of them, efpecially the Confpira
tors, fo fufpiciou~, that' the moa: refolute amongft 
them pofitively refufed to obey the fummons. After 

~ the lift had been read by them all, they had a meet
ing, in which they encouraged each other to take up 

'arms and die like men with their fwords in their 
hands, rather than fuffer themfdv~s to be driven like 
fheep to the flaughter: fo thllt in Jets than an hour 
all thofe that were concernrd in the different Confpira
cies, hOlving communicated their defigns to each othC'r, 
'refolved to ra;4~'a tumult the next day (which was the 

· 26th of July 134?) in the old Market.place, upon 
: which thry were all [0 take arms and excite the pea. 

pie to rife and attt"mpt the recovery of th~ir liberty. 
The next day thf'refore, when the BdJ rung for 
Nones *, they aU rote, as had been _sreed on, &l)d 

• '. 'n;e origin31 is, 01 r.",. di .DlIlI. The Italian. begin their,c:
· count of houf5 tiom fun fel, and c:nd it at fun·JCt agaiAf, "'Mil' In-
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at the cry of Ii"",y, Lilltrty. the people likewife ran 
to arms in their tevc:ral ~arters, under the Colours 
of the City. which had b~n fecretly delivered to 
them before' hand by the Confpirators for that pur· 
pofe. All the heads of famihes. both of the Nobi
lity and Commonalty, met together and took an Oath 
to ftand by each other in their own defence and me 
deftrud:ion of the: Duke, except k>me of the Buon
delmonti and Cavalcanti, and thOle four famili-es·of 
the Commoners that had· been the chief inftrument. 
in conferring the (ovC'rtlignty upon him, who ran arm. 
ed to the Piazza of tlte Palace with a parcel of Butch:' 
en and others of the dregs of the people at their heels 
to defend the Duke. . '. : 

In the mean time, the'Duke, .not a little alarmed at 
there pro~dings, was v~ry bufy in' fortifying ,th~ 
Palace; and thole of his Guards that lodgfd in other 
parts of the city, mounted their hort~s and rode to
wards the Piazza., but in their way .hitbor they were 
altaeked feverell times and many of them killed; 
Howelfer. as about three hundred Harfe h~d aLrern ... 
bled there to fupport him, he was in doubt whether 
he ftlo~ld fally out and face his enemies. or defend 
himfelf in the Palace. Ors the other hand, the Me
dici, Cavicciulli. RuceiJai, and other families who 
had fuffered moR: by him, were apprehenfive that if 
he fhould make a fally. l\18ny who had taken arms 
againft him would declare themfdves his friends: 
and therefore being refolved to prevent him from fal; 
lying out and gaining more' ftrength, they drew up 
Ind auacked his forces that were aLrt'mbled in th~ 
Piazza. Upon tbis, 'the families which appeared at 
firft in the Duke's c:kfence, teeing themfdvts fo vi. 

dude. a fpa" of twenJy (o'u hours. And a. tbe fun feta with them 
about nine o·c!oc.k at that (eaCon of the Vear. tbeir ninth hour mu1i: 
be a1;out fix the nexr morning. ai we reckon time,-IJ 1110110 .di nona, 
i. &lfo often u~ by Italian writers, for ringing. the bell for Nones 
about mid day, wbitb ilone of Iheir flared, bours of prayer. Tho 
tatttl" feems tn be meant here, u the tumult wa' to he beglln in t~ 
Mukct·place. which at that time of the: day might be fuppofed to ba 
fuJId of people... • , • _ 

L 3 lorouOy 

Digitized by Google 



71 H ~ : HIS TOR Y 
BDfoutly .ll(faulted~ irnmediately dlanged their r~, 
and dt:ff'rting;pim in i;1js' cia.refs,-.;111jGin~d their ft:l~ 
low.citizens, except Uguccione Buo(ldel'?100te, who 
withdrew into .the Palace. and Gbnozzo Cavakanti 
who retreated wich fome of his party in.co ~he New 
Markee, wbere he got upon a table and made an hat 
rangue to the. people, in which. he earn( ftly exhorte4 
tWe whom he found in arms there co h .. (l:ell to the 
Duke'NLffi Il:a nco. .. And to· intimidate 'thctlTl, he W~~ 
.i6ed his ftrength, and cold tnem.: ,that every man o£ 
them would bc;put,to death if tRey perfiitud in rhe~~ 
r.ebeUion againft their Prince.: B'ut as: nobody e,icher. 
fttmed to ,rfgard him or thought it worth th~jr while 
to chaftife him for his infolence, flfler he had taken· 
m.uch painsro,110 purpofe, he ((folved not to hazard 
Ilis perfon any. langer, 'and ffleaked .a\yay to his own 
houfe. The' difpute was very. fbarp-in the mean time 
betwixt the people anj the Dukt's party in the. Piazza. 
and though the latter were reinf1)r,c;eej fr9m t~ Palace, 
they were worned, pan of the.ru: furrendering t9 ;t.h,
enemy, 9thers quitting thtir..Ju"fo5 and, efcapiDg.OI) 
foot into the Palace. Whilft they were thus c:ngaged 
in the Piazu, Corfo .lJnd Amctfigo ~nati with (cPrg,c 
otbers of the people brok~ opel) ,he' Prifofls, burnt 
the .records oj the Judges Courts, and p~lblick Cham.,. 

- ber, plundered the hO.ufes. of, ·(he. Migiftrarrs and kil~ 
led alL the Duke's crc:atures thty could mtet with. 
'The Duke on tbe. other hand, f~eing' t40Je Piaz.2~. waos 

\ loft, that the .,..hole city was b"oo,pe his enemn and 
nQ hopes of rtlief left, refol~cdto·try if he (o\lkirc:+ 
gain the aff'ed:ions of the people .by f~eafls of gl'at:c 
Nld indulsence. For which purpofe he knighted 
Antonio Adimari ·in ·the, iiI ft·. pJa£e, . though ~t.Jt." 
againft his own indination, and with very linJe fatif
faction to the 4-mner : . he thm' refit .for· aU the reft 
whom he had jmp!ifoned, and fet 'chfm at liberty with 
promifes of his future friend1b:p and favour: he: like. 
wife cauferl 'his' own Uandard to be .. ,td~en do\Vn~ Illtltf 

. Wat of ~he peOEJ.e to be fc:~ up aga;in. _at the Palace : 
all which things being done in a very ""grac~ 
':.. ~ .1 man-
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manner, and out of mere neeemty, had .but little ef. 
fect. So that he ftill continued blocked up in the 
Palace to his great mortification; when he fa~ that by 
grafping at too much power he was likely to lofe all, 
and either to be familhed or malfacred in a few day~. 

After this (uccefs, t~ Citizens alfembled in Se. 
Reparata's in order to reform the Government, and 
appointed fourteen perfons. one ha.lf of them of the 
Nobility an<J the other of the Commoners, who in 
conjunCtion. with the Archbifhop fhould have full 
power to new-model the Srate as they pleafed. They 
alfo committed the authority of the Podefta to fik 
Maglftrates, who were to adminifter juftice till tilt: 
arrival of the perron whom they fhould make choice 

. of to 611 that Office. There were mlltlY f>eople itt 
Florence at that time, who had come tMcher to the 
amnance of the Citizens; and amohgft" the reft, (He 
Deputies from Siena, mtn of great· ~.fteem in their 
own Country, who,endeavottred to bring ibout f611l'e 
accommodation betwixt "the peoplt!{ and d1e Duke. 
But the people "abfol~Jtety refuted to Imen to any ovet· 
tures of that kitld, except Guglielmo: da Scefi, tog~
ther with his fon and Cerettieri" Vifdommi, were dell. 
vered up to them, which the Dt1~e would not coD. 
(ent to by -any means, till the thrtats of thQfe thAt 
were blocked up with him in the 'Palace obliged 111m 
to comply, Gr~at~r certainly and more crud is tae 

"refentment of the People when·~y. havo I"ecQverl*i 
their liberty, tl1an when they ~re aftrng in defence of 
it. Guglidmo .antI his Son wera brought elk ain'd 
given up to thoufands of their enemies; and though 
the SO,n was not qtl'i~e" eighteen l;~~s'ofage, yet nej
ther hJS youth, nor JOnoce~ce, /lt~r the graeefull:lc:fs 
of hisrerfon were fufficient to I'r<Jt~a: him from the 
rage 0 ~he multitude. Many wp,o' cpuld not get n¢fr 
enough to reach" them whilfi: rht~ were alive, tomit 
their fwords into them after' they :w!='re dead. 3nd(i'pt 
content with this, they tore their c.afcaffcs ~,pi~s 
with their nai,ls and teet~h: that to ~~l theirlenfes rlli1dtt 
be glutted With revenge; and afcerthey 'tiad"{c:aWt!d 

. L "" their" 
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th(ir ears with their groans, their eyes with their 
· wounds, and their touch with tearing the Bdh off their 
bones; as if all this was not enough. the tafte like
wife might ~lave its fhar( and be gratified. This fa
vage 8arbamy, how fatal foev~r to thole two, was the 
.prefervation of Cerettieri • for the people having fpent 

. their fury upon there unfurtunate men, entirely forgot 
him, and he was privately conveyed in the night by 
fome of his friends and relations out of the: Palace 
into a place of fecurity. . 

When the people were thlls fatiated with blood, 
the Duke and his friends were fuffered to withJraw 
with their effects unmol~fted out of Florence, on con
dition that he would renounce all claim and preteri. 
fions to any authority over the city, and ratify his re
nunciation when he got to Cafentino, a place out of 
the Florentine Dominions; in purruance of which 
agreement, he left Florence on the fi~[h of Auguft, 

·efcorted by many Qf the Citizens, and .upon his arri
val at Cafentino, confirmed his renunciation, though 

· with much relutbnce; and indeed it is very likely 
he would not have done it at all, if Conte: Simone had 
not .threatened to carry him back ap:ain to Florence *. 
This Prince, as his aaions have fully fhewn. was of 

· a fanguinary and avaricious difpofition, difficult of 
:accefs, and haughty in his anfwers. As he did not 
regard the affeCtions of the people, whom he hoped 

: to enOavt", he rather chafe to be feared than love~. 
· Nor was his perfon lefs difagreeable-than his beha
viour was odious. For he: was very Jaw of ftatur~, 

• Livy relat9, I. xxiv. c. n. that Diony/ius the tyrant ured to (ay. 
II That rather than return to a private condition on horle-back. Ile 
would be dragged to it by the feet:' It is no IIIoondc:r, indeed. that 

· tyrants relign their power with relnSanre; for "nen they have done 
fo, how can they refund the (urns of which they h:lYe plundered their 

. country' How can they indemnify thofe whom they have imprironed ~ 
:. How can they reftore life to the perrons the) have PUt to deatb ~ 

Who ",ill defend them againft the general rdenlment of the people ~ 
Periander (aid ... it was dangerous for a tY"ant to abdicate even of 

: hi, ouon accord." Vet Sylla did it, and died a natural death, after he 
· had Ihed the .1000 of 100,000 prh'a'c men, 110 SeIl:&tOl'l, 15 of coa-
· {ular dignity, and above aooo Gelltkmcn.· , 

ot 
....... j 

Digitized by Google 



Book II. 0 F FLO R ENe E. ISJ 
of a fwarthy complectiqn, wIth a long thin beard: 
fo that be was every way dcfpicable and worthy of 
g~neral conrempt: and tht enormities of his admi
niilratlOn in the courSe of about ten months, deprived 
him of that Dominion which he had acquired by 
the contrivance and co.op~ration of bold Citizens. 

This rc:volution in the city encouraged all the reO: 
of the towns under the jurifd1C~tion of the Floren
tines to take Up arms fur their liberties. fo that in a 
filort time, Arezzo, Catl:iglione, tJi:toia, Volterra. 
Colle and St. Gimignano revolted; and the whole 
territory of Florence~ after the example of its Mt!~
polis~ {hook off its yoke and became entirely free: io 
this manner, the Florentines, by the tteps they took '0 recover thdr own liberty, at the fame time taught 
their Vafi"als to do the like. 

After the Duke was thu!l depofed. the Council Qi 
,fourteen and the Archbifhop confulting together, 
thought it would be better to attach the:ir former 
fubjetts to them by pacific meafures, than to wideo 
the: breach by hollilities; and pretending to be no 
leCs plca~d with their libtrty than their own, they 
fent lJcPUtifS to A rezzo to renounce the Sovereignty 
which they before had over it.a'ld to t"nter into an 
alliance with the Citizens: that fo, though they could 
Dot for the future command them as fubjeCts, thef 
might, upon occalion make ule of their afiifl:ance as 
friends. This prudent rc101ution had a' very gooa 
effeCt:; for all the refl: of the towns, except Arezzo, 
returned to their former obedience in a few months, 
and Arezzo itfdf followed their example not mant 
years after. 1 hus experience {hews that fome ends 
are obtained with lefs danger and expence by coolnefs 
and indifference, than by purfuing them with p!lffion 
and impetuoGty. 

When affairs abroad were compofC"d in this maQ
ncr, they began to fettle, the form of their govern
ment at home; and after fome difputes betwixt die 
Nobility ant\ the People, it was agreed [hat one tbird 
of [he Signaory, and one half of [he other Ma~-

arates 
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flrates and other Officers -of State fhoiJld conan: of 
the Nobility. The city, as 'We have [ard before, was 
divided into fix pans, each of which choft: one of the 
Signiory ~ and though it fometimes hllppened that 
their number was increaft>d to twelve ~r thirteen, ·yet 
they were afterwards reduced again to fix. But as, 
thefcdix parts were not duly proportioned, and they 
deligried to give more power and authority to the No
bility, it was neceffary to make a new regulation in 
this point, and to increafe the number of the Signiory. 
,They di"ided the city therefore into quarters, and 
chofe three of the S?g'niory ou[ of each. The Gon
'falonier della Gioftiz~a, and thof~ of the leveralCom
panies were laidafide ~ and inftead of the twelve 
:Buonhuomini, they created eight .Counfellors; four 
of each quality. The commonwealth being fettlro 
''Upon this bottom,' might have C'ontinued qtliet and 
·happy, if the Nobility could have,lbeen content to 
confine themfelves within the bounds of 'that modera
tion which is requifite in all republican governments. 
<But their behaviOur was quite contrary: for as they 
had ahvays difdained the thoughts of equality, even 

-w'ben' they lived it ptivate life, 10 now-1hey w~re in the 
:magilhacy they thought to domineer over the whole 
city, and every day produced frefh inftances of their 
pride and arrogance; which exceedingly galtea the 
people when they faw'they had depofed ORe' Tyrant. 
only to make room for a thou(and t: ' 

Things being thus circumftancl"d, the infolence of 
'one fide,- and the'-indignation and impatience of the 
other,' at laft increa!ed to fuch a. height, that the 

. Heads of the people complained to the Archbifhop 
; of the enormities of the Nobility and the haughtinefs 
with ~hich they were treared by them ~ bdeeching 
him to u'e his endeavours to bring it about that they 

. might be confined to a certain fhare in the other offices. 
-and leave the Signiory to be filled by- Comm&ners 

, t It often happen., rap ~n ingenious writer. tbat more diforoera 
are occahOiled by conrpiracits. which put all .~ to tyranny, than. 
there would have been by (u/fering it. ' ' 

; . only. 
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Book II. OF FLORENCE.· 
only. The Archbifhop was naturally a good mans 
but of a fickle inconftant clifpofition and cafily moved 
to change his fide: So that his acquaintance at 6rft 
prc:vail~ upon him to appear in favour of the Duke 
of Athens, and afterwards, at the perfuafion of other 
Citizens, he confpired againft him: in the late Re
formation he exerted himfelf for the Nobility, and 
now he was induced, by the follicitation of the ~o
p1e, to rurn his back upon them; and imagining he 
fhould find other people as eafy ~o be wrought upon 
as himfelf, he made no doubt of bringing the Nobi
lity to comply with thofe propofals. For this pur .. 
pofe, he called together the Four/em, who were yet 
in authority. and made ufe of the mildeO: and mofl: 
plau6ble argmntnts to preyail upon them to give up 
the'Signiory to the People, if they had any regard to 
the peate of the city, or their own fafety and prefer
varion. But thefe admonitions had a very different 
cffea upon the Nobility, from what he t'xpe8:ed: 
for Ridolpho de Bardi taking 'him up very fharply, 
vpbraided him with levity and perfidy in fjrft com
ing over to the Duke, and then deterring him in his 
dillrtfs; and concluded with faying, " that as they 
had acquired the honours they enjoyed with the peril 
of their lives, they would maintain them in the fame 
manner": after which, he and his friends abruptly 
withdrew, and leaving the Archbilhop, went direflly 
to inform all the reO: of the Nobility of what had 
pafftd. Thofe of the Commoners that were of th~ 
Fourteeh, Jikewife acquainted their party with thefe 
proceedings: and whi111 the Nobility were raifing 
.. hat force they could, for the defence of their friends 
that were in the Signiory, the Commons alfo, not 
caring to wait till they were grown too thong, in
ftandy took arms and ran to the Palace, where they 
foriouOy ~a"ed upon the Nobles to rtfign all fhare in 
the adminiftration. The tumult being yery grt·at, 
the Simti<1ry wete ceferted: for the Nobility feeing 
all the peopJe in arms, durft not appear, but "kept 
c:lofe at home. Upon which, the Commoners that 

were 
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were of the Signiory, endeavoured to pacify the Mul
titude, by proldting, that their Atrociates were gOfld 
and worthy mt"n: but not fucceeding in that attempt; 
in order to protect them trom further dangt'r, tbt"J 
lent them to their own houfes, whither they gOt wirh 
much difficulty. After the Nobles in the Signinry 
were thus deprived of their authority" the four 
Counf~lllJrs of their order were alfo turned out of 
their offices, and the remaining number :nereafed to 
twelve, which eonfilied of Commoners only: bdides 
which, the eight that remained in the Signiory, not 
only made a new Gonfalonier di Giulbzia and fixtl-en 
other Gonfalooiers over the Companies of the people, 
but modelled all the Councils in fuch a manner, that 
the government was now entirely in the hands of the 
people. I 

During thefe tranfaaion~, there happened a great 
dearth in Florence: fo that there were very grievous 
difcontents both amongll the Nobility ,and commo~ 
people; the former repining at the lois of their au • 
. thoriry, and the latter murmuring for want of ~read. 
Thefe clamours encouraged Andrea Strozzi fO make 
,an attempt upon the liberties of the city. For as he 
fold his corn at a cbeaper rate than othets, it drew 
fuch numbers to his Houfe, that he boldly mounted 
,Jtis borfe one morning, and putting himfdf at the 
head of them, called upon all till" reO: of the people 
to take up arms: hy. which means he had got tog~ 
ther above four thoulimd men in leCs than an hour, 
and conduCting them to the palace of the Signiory. 
demandeJ the doors of it to be thrown -open to him. 
But the Signiory, partly by threats, aod partly by 
force of arms, happily difengaged 'themfeIves from 
them; and aftt<rwards 10 terri6ed them by ifTuing 0 .... ' 
one Proclamation af(('r anotht"r~ that the multitude 
diO"olved by little and little, and every mao returned 
to his own houfe, 1t"3ving Andrea alone to. fuift for 
himfelf as well as he could; fo that it was- with no 
Jittle difficulty that he efeaped the hands of the ma
giftrates. The attempt was buld, indeed. aQJ thoug~ 

It 
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it did not fucceed. (as fuch rafu entc:rprizes feldom do) 
yet it gave the Nobili~y flelh. ho~es of recovering 
their power, now they Jaw the 'lnferlor fort of pcoph: 
fo incenfed againLl the: Commons. 1\ at to negleCt fo 
fair an opportunity therefore, they refolved LO take I 

arms, and make ule of all manner of allies to regain 
that ~y force, which they conceived had been taken 
from tbem with 10 much. injutl.ice. And to infurc 
fuecefs, they provided tht"mfelvc:s with arms, forti6ed 
their houfes, and lint to their friends in Lombardy for 
fupplics. 

1 he Commons and the Signiory on the other hand 
were: no lds bufy in arming thc:mfdves, and fen~ to 
the Sicncfe and Pcrugians 10 ddire their afiiftance: 
fo that when the auxiliaries on each fide arrived, the 
whole city was foon in arms. The Nobility drew 
up in three divifions, on this fide the Arno, at the 
houfes of the Cavicciulli ncar St. John'S, at thofe of 
the Pazzi and Donati near St. Pietro Maggiore, and 

·at thofe of the Cavalcantl in the ~ew Market: whilft: 
. fuch of t"'em as lived on the other fide of the River, 
fcnified the Bridges and Streets that were llC'ar their 

. houfes. 1 he Nedi took pvffdlilJn of the Ponce alia 
Carraia; the Frc:fcobaldi and M::.nr.elli, cf that of 
St. Tnnila j. the Rom and the Bardi, of the old 
Bridge and the Rubaconte. The Commons in the 
mean time, having afi"embled under the Gonfalone, 
or Standard della uiuftizia. and the colours of their I 

refpeaive companies, rdolved to attack the enemy 
without further dday. Accordingly rhe Medici and 
Rondinelli immediately fdi upon the Cavicciulli in 
the avenue that It'd from St. John'S Piazza to the 
flace where their houft"s flood. The ad:ion con
tinued very hot and bioody for the fpace of three 
hours, during which, they had great Llones tumbled 
dow.n upon their heads from the tOps of the houfes, 
and we:e lerribly galled wilh crofs bows below: but 
as the number of the enemy continually incrufc:d, 
tbe (:avicciulli feeing th~Rl[clyes ovc:r· powered at laft, . 
and de.lituLe of ail rt~~c:f, were: forc~d ta {urrender 

to 

Digitized by Google 



158 THE HIS TOR Y Book IT. 
CO the people, whC) fpared their haufes and effects,' 
.nd were content with· taking away their arms only, 
and diftributing them, difarmc:d as they were, amongft 
the houfes of the Commoners that were their. friends 
or relations. When the CaYicciuJli were thus de
feated, the Pazzi and Donati, who had not fo much 
ftrength" were foon reduced; fo that (he Cavalcanet 
only remained entire on this fide of the River, who 
were more GOnfiderable both in refpect of their num
bers and the ftrength of their fituation. But as they 
faw all the companies now advancing againR: them, 
and their afi"ociates had been worfred by three of them 
only, they fubmitted without making much refift
ance. Three parts of the city out of four were now 
in the hands of the people; but that which {till con-· 
tinued in the pofi'efIion of the Nobility, was more 
inacceffible and difficult to be ftormed than any of 
the reft, not only on account of the numbers that de
fended it, but becaufe it was fo fecured by the Ri
u~~~~~~~mryro~m.~of~B~p 
in the firft place, which, as we have already faid, 
were very wen fortified. A vigorous attack, how
ever, was made upon the old Bridge, which was no 
lefs refolutely fufrained; and as the tur~ets were gar
riiOned, the avenues blocked up, and the barricadocs 
guarded by the ftouteft of their men, the people 
were repulfed with confiderable 10fs. When they 
found therefore that all further attempts would be 
in vain at that pafs, they refolved, if it was pomble, 
to force their way over the Ponte Rubaconre: but 
meeting with the faDle obftrucbons th~re, they left 
four companies to watch the motions of the enemy at 
thofe two Bridges, and marched with the ren to tbe 
Ponte aUa Carraia. The Nerli had the defence of 
that pafs, and though they behaved 'with great' va
lour, yet they could not poffibly maintain it; not 
only becaufe there were n~ turrets there~ but be
caufc the Capponi and other neighbouring fami~1es ~f 
the Commoners attack'd them at the fame time 10 

the rear; fo tbat, being over-powered by num~rSt 
7 they 
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they were fc&reed to frrricadorr i end 
give the fure who, 
been jocnrf fy all of the Commoners 011 

tbe other fide of the Rivt:r, then proceeded to at:adc. 
the Rom and Frefcobaldi, and foon drove them.fron 
their Piffi(tSi The ths£: rcnnained 
queredthe Banh, nho themfdnee Ell 

fo and a mannnr, ~h .. t the: 
defeat ~heir alfociates, nor the whole force of t~c 
people combined againft them alone, nor the impof. 
fibuity relief, difmey ihny 
rather to fee houft's 
down grounh their 
bravely with their arms in their hands. than tamely 
fubmit [0 the mercy of their enemy. With this refo-
IUlion, flood hh other k> tirrnly, that 
they weir; tim':;;; rU~Kked tile old 
and che nhnconte. thnr nS often rrp"dfed the tnnfrT2i,C 
at each place with great 'Oaughter. . There was au ola 
obfcure lane that led from the Via Romana~ by the 
houfes of the Pitti, to the wall St. 
Hill; this the penyln {hnt fix 
nie~ nrders the parts 
houfes where che Bardi had fortified themfi:lves: at 
which they were 10 difueartened. that the people, in • 
very tbort time, got the better of them, For as Coon 
as they their were in th;;&" 
ner, chelf;;;: guarP;;&d Barric2tdoe:s at the Bnhdns. 
immediately quitted their Pofts and ran to defend 
them: fo that they were prefe-ntly forced, and the 
Bardi being utterly routed and difperCed. took 01eiter , 
in tbe dDRJlc::'3 of the and 
Upon the efpecially inferiGb' of 
them. naturally rapacIous and greedy of {poil, began 
to plunder their houfes, which they afterwards burnt 
down to the eTOund, ami committed fuch other out-
raO'es ae '-bittereSIc i't7"tTI1Y to of 0' " "o,~, 

would Yeen of. 
The Gbility being in this manYl;;&r entirely 

dued, tbe people took upon them to reform the State; 
and 
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and as there were three degrt'es of them, it was or
dained that the higheft rank fhould have the nomi
nation of two of the Signiory, the middle fort of 
three. and the loweft of three more: and that the 
Gonfalonier della Giullizia fhould be chofc:nby turns 
out of all three. Berides which, the old Laws were 
revived and put in execution againft the Nobility; 
and to reduce them ftill more effectually, many of 
them were incorporated with the other cla~5. By 
thefe means they were brought (0 low, that they be
came abjea and pufillanimOGs, and never durft rife 
any more againft the people: fo that being deprived 
of thei:- arms and honours, their fpirit and gener06ty 
likewife feemed to be exringuifhed. After this de
prt"ffion of the Nobles, the city continued in tran
quillity till the year 135~. during which interval the 
great Plague happened, fo eloquently defcribed by 
Giovanni Boccaccio·, of which above ninety-fix 
thoufand people died in Florence. The 6rft war with 
the Vifconti likewife happened in this period, ocea
fioned by the ambition of the Archb1D10P, who at 
that time was Prince of Milan; which war was no 
fooner ended, but new faCtions lprung up in the City; 
for though the Nobility were ruined, yet Fortune found 
other means to raife frelh £roubles and dilfenfions • 

• That author h:l~ taken great pains indeed. to defcribe this cala
mity in the moft a/f. 8ing manner, at the beginning uf his Decilmc
·rone i aad it is !int:ly wrought up_ 
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Ani_ojilies "tlwixi the No6ilitJ and People, tilt cbit! 
I CIltift of dijlurbancts ill a city. 'l'be emlliation IIetflJixl 

tbe middle fort of People and tbe Plebeians. Sw"a/ 
tlre IldtllQnijbed and rmdered incapable of tbe Mal;
.fIrat]. '['be Speeth of a Citi~n ·to the. 'Signia". A 
rtformatio1l i" Flore"te. Pope Grigory XI. rejit1es at 
A'Vipo1l, and go'Vtnls Italy I1y Legates. Eigbl Cit;
ZtIlS appoi"ttd tfJ aDa, fecrelaries at war. A co"lpi
ra9 of tbe Guelphs tiefeated. 'Ibe /pllcb of Syl'Vejlr. 
de Medici. Cf'be Dalia, tl temporary CfJII1ICi/, i,,/lilliled. 
AIIDtb" reJDNllalio". 'fbe fpetCb of Luigi Glliuiar
Jjn; to Ih, Magi/lrates and Syndics of tbe Arts, whe" 
be was Gonfalo"i" di Giujlizi,. New dijlurballles 
tlrift fr01lllbe aiJc,n1enls of tbe Plebeians. Cf'be Speecb 
of /I Plelleia". i'be Ple~Z,eians rifo i" artns. Cf'btir 
Delllantis. Michael di Lalldo, tl fooo/.comber, pllll 
hi"'filf at Ihe beaa 0/ tbem, and fti2es upon tbe gl. 
'Jfrnmml. His cbaraD". Ht qllells tbe Plebeianl. 
CJ'be popular tllld PI,IItian fall;,nl. dpprehenjif)1l of tJ 
cfJ1l/pirocy. Many e:uclliions in Florence. Remark· 
1liiie flory of P,etro dfgli Albizi. A"otb" moael II 
gfJ'Uerllmcnl. Cfb, Plelltians are deprived of ,11 /har, 
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in ;1. Michael ai Lana. ;s IJaijhea. Le'lJJis of A1Ijot4 
comes inlo Ilaly, with an army1 10 arive Carlo DII
razzo 0111 of tbe kingdom of Naples, an. re-eftaIJlifb 
~et1l Gi()'tJallna Ibere~ 'Ibe Flore1lJ;nts a,e afraid of 
bim. His Matb. Carlo Dllrazzo ;s maae King Df 
Hungary, ana dits there flon afler. Be"eMIID dtgli 
AIIJerl; ;s IJanijhea c.I'be /pitch of Per; ae Mediti III 
Ibe Signiory. Donalo Accia;lIo/i IJanijhta. .A cfJn{pi
roey at/eottd. 'fb, Dul" Df Miltzn to1ljpires fI1;lb Ib, 
E:tilts againjl FIGre1lct. c.I'bt Piol is dijtfJ'Uered. Se
'lJual Families prodaimea ReDels ana banifoea. Cfbe 
fleatb of LadijJalls,. King of Naples. 

T HE bitter animolities which generally happen 
between tbQ people and Nobility from an am

bition in the one to command, and a reluctance in the 
other to obey., are the natural fources of thofe cala
mities that are incident to Commonwealths; for all 
Qt~c:r evils tha~ ufually.difturb their peace are bO.ta 
~ccafioned and, fomented by this contrariety of die
PQfitiops. It was this that kept Rome. fo long di
v.idcd. This a1fo (if we may be allowed to compare 
a, fmall Republic with one that was fo m~ch more. 
conliderab.1e) gave birth to the faaions which fprung 
up in Florence; though indeed it produced vcry dif
ferent effects at laft in the twO cities. For the dif
pUleS that firO: arofe betweenth~ NobiJity and people 
of Rom~, were determined by reafon and txtpoftu
btion ; but thofe at Florence by the fword. In Rome 
that was effected by the Laws, which in Florence 
could hardly' be done by the banilhmeat and death of 
numqers of thei~ citizens. The qual:rc:ls of the Ro
mans ftill added to their fpirit and military virtue; 
whilO: thofe of t~ Florentines utterly extingujfh~d 
them. The former deftrpyed that equality which 
was at firft eftablifhed, and introduced a prodigious 
difparity amongft the Citizens: the latter. on the 
contrary, aboli~~d all fupcrio,rity or dilfer.co£c. of 
ran,k, ~nd put every man upon the fame, leavel. T.his 
divc:rfity of effects muft certainly have proceeded 
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6 

Digitized by Google 



Book' ni~ ()' F Fl L 6 R ENe' E. '1~3 
from' a difference of v~ew~.' The people or Rome 
dtfired nO more than to' (hare with the Nobility in 
the adrriiniftration of the Commonwe'aIih'; but the 
people of Florence w,t!re not only defirolls to have 
the government of the Scale to themfelvest but ufed 
vioJc:nt~ meafures, and took up arms to exclude their 
Noble~ from 'any rllr~ ~n it. And as the ter.lris of 
the Roman people were more moderate, theIr, de
manch feemed not unreafonable to the Nobility, who, 
therefore. complied with them i fo that after fome 
nttle bickerings, anli without coming to an open: 
ruptUre, a Law waS nlade~ by which the people were 
fatisfied, and the Nobles continued in their honours 
and oflices~ 01'1 the other hand, the demands of the 
Florentine people were fo extravagant and injurious, 
that the Nobility took up arms to fupport their pri
vileges, and their quarrds grew to fuch a height, 
that numbers were either banifued, or Gain. before 
they could be ended i and the Laws 'afterwards made~ 
were calculated rather for the private advantage of the 
via-on than the good of the publick. 

Hence It came to pafs, that the fuccers of the peo
ple of Rome made that State more potent and con
fideiable: for as they were equally admitted to go
vern the Commonwealth, and to command their ar
mies and provinces with the Nobility, they became 
infpired with the fame virtue and magnanimity; and 
as they grew more public fpirited, their power alfo 
increafed. But in Florence. when the people had 
fubdued the Nobility, they divefted them of all man
ner of authority. and left them no poffibiJity of re
covering any part of it, except they would entirely 
conform to their cuftoms and way of living, and not 
only fubmit to appear, but to be Commoners like 
tbemfelves. And this was the' reafon that induced 
them to change their arms. and vary their titles, and 
the names of their families, which was fo frequent in 
thofe times amongft the Nobillty, in order to inG
nuate themfelves into the affections of the people: fo 
$at the military fpirie and greatnefs of foul. for 
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which the Nobility had been held in fuch veneration. 
was utterlyextinguifhed, and not by any means to 
be raifed in the people where there were no feeds of 
it; by which means Florence became every day more 
abjeCl: and pufillanimous. And whereas Rome a.t laft 
grew fo powerful and wanton by the eft"elh of its vir
tue, that it could not be governed any otherwife than 
by one Print:e; Florence was reduced fo low, that a 
wife Legifiator might ealily have new modelled it, 
and given it what form he pleafed; which muft be 
obvious to anyone that -has read the firft and fe
tond books of this hiftory. As I have therefore al
ready given an account of the original of Florence, 
the foundation and eftabliOJrnent of its liberty, the 
cecafion of its diffenfions, the tyranny of the Duke 
of Athens, and how the faCl:ions betwixt the Nobility 
and the Commons ended in the utter ruin of the for
tner, I filall no· .... proceed to relate the Contefts that 
happened betwixt the Commons and the Plebeians, 
and the feveral events which they produced. 

The power of the Nobility being fuppreffed, and 
the war with the Archbilbop at an end, there feemed 
to be no feeds of-future diffen(ions left in Florence. 
"But the evil deftiny of our City, and want of good 
conduCt, oecafione4 a new emulatiort betwixt the fa
·milies of the Albizi and the Ricci, which produced 
as fatal divifions as thofe betwixt the Buondelmonti 
and Uberti, and the ocher betwixt the Cerchi and 
Donati had done before. The Popes then refided in 
France, and the Emperors in Germany: but upon 
various occafions, and at different times, had fent 
great numbers of Englifh, French, and German 
forces into Italy, to keep up their intereO: and re
putation there. But when the wars were over, and 
they were difbanded, they all united under one com
mon Standard. as Soldiers of Fortune, and levied 
contributions fometimes upon one Prince, and fome-

'times upon another. In the yc:ar 1~53, a ,body of 
thefe Freebooters advancing into TutcanYt under the 
command of Monficur Real, a Proven~al, threw the 

whole 
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whole country into foch confi:ernation, that not only 
the Governors of Florence raifed forces on the public 
accounts but feveral. private Citizens, efpeciaHy the 
Albizi and Ricci, fortified lhemfelves for their own 
defence. Betwixt thefe twO families, there was a 
mortal hatred, each confpiring the defi:ruCl:i'on of the 
other, in order to engrofs the fole' management of 
the Commonwealth with lefs diffifi:ulty. However, 
they had not as yet taken up arms, or proceeded to 
open violence on either fide, but only thwarted each 
other in council. and the execution of their offices. 
In the mean time. whilft the whole city was ready 
armed and ripe for mifchief,. there unluckily hap
pened a private quarrel in the Old Market Place; to 
which all the neighbours ran (as ufual on fuch oc •. 
cations) and upon enquiring into the caufe of it, 
fome gave our, that the Ricci were going to attack 
the Albizi, and ·others that the Albizi were preparing , 
to fall upon the Ricci; which different fiories being 
immediately carried to both parties, occafioned futh 

. an upro.ar and divifion throughout tbe whole city, 
Ihat t~: Magifirates found it a very difficult matter 
to keep the two families and their friends from coming 
10 a fray in good earnett'j though neither fide had in-
tended any fuch thing as was maliciouOy reported. _ 
This difturbance, thdugh fmall at firft, and acci
dental, ferved to enftame their former animofities, 
and determined both fides to be upon their guard, 
and ftrengthen their parties. And fince the Ci~izens 
were 4"educed to fuch a degree of equality by the fup
premon of the Nobility, that the Magifirates were 
held in greater reverence than ever they had been 
bef9re, ~ach family refolved to avail themfelvesra-
th~r of public and ordinary means, than of private 
violence. 

\Ve 'have already fhewn that the Guelphs alone 
wtie invefted with the Magi1hacy, and had great 
pOWer given them over the Ghibeline party after the 
,,;aory gained by Charles the Firfi: but this, dif
tindion was fo far aboli1hed by time and various other 
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contingel'\cies and lle\y divifio,ns, t~at ;maDY ,who :wcr.~ 
defcen'ded fr?m the Ghibe1.ine!1 b~d now got ,int9 ~u
,thority and exercift:d fo~e or the h~hcft ~fikes in 
common with the ~ue!phs. Ugucclone de ~icci, 
therefore, who at that t1m,e wils t~e head ofh!s ,fa
mily, ufed his, utmoft endeavours to have the l~w~ 
againft the Ghibeliqes revived j which f~aic:m, it 
was fuppofed ~1 many, the A.lbiz,i inclinet;i ~o fa
vour, as they originally ca~e~ ~hougb many years ~
fore, fr<?m Arezzo to fettic 10 Florence. S,o that 
Ugucdone hOped to render. that family inc,apa~lc of 
enjoring a,n), ,honours in t~e CommoDwealt9 by v!r
tue of "thofe .laws; fin~~ It was en~Cted by tgem, 
that no perron wharfa,ever ~hat was of Ghj~e~ine ex
tra19:fon, fho",ld ,prefl,lme ,to exercife the ofEc~ of a 
Magiftrateori pain of death.' This defign was dif
cover~d JJy'Picrf9, the fan of Philippo Albi~, whq 
~efolveJ .to ,connive at it j rightly ju?ging, that jf h, 

, ma.de any oppofition, it woul,d . be 10 ~ manner ek
claring himfeff a Ghibeline. Thefe laws, ho"e~er, 
though renew,ed to favour thC1 intereft and a,mbitioq 
~f the Ricci, did not in the leaf\: diminilh thf! fC!pu. 
tation of the Albizi, but ril~her ipcreafed lr, ~n~ 
were the ocea(jon of many evils that afterward~ ~p
pened j for indeed no laws can be made fo pr~judi., 
cial to a Common-wealth as thofe of retrofpection, 
and fueh as look toO far back intp p~ft timcs. Pietro 
therefore', having rather promored than oppofed thofc 
laws j tpade ufe of the very means to advanc~ him
felf, which his enemies had contrived to ruin ,him: 
for ulidertakin~ to fee them put in e~ecution, he daily 
~cquired frelh a,uthority, and became the ch~f fa
vourite of this new faction of the Guelphs. And ~ 
there was no certain definition of a GhibeJine Jai" 
down in thofe laws, nor any particular Magiftrate de~ 
puted to inform againll them (which rCDqered the 
laws of little effeCt) he got it enacted, that ~ C;ap~ 
tains of the people lhould have power to make ~IJ ip
quinrion into thac matter, and to admonilh fU,ch a~ 
were difco\:,er~d to pJ;: Ghibelines, no~ to exefcire th~ 
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funaion of Magiftrates; which admonition if they 
Jiid not obey, they were to be PUt to death; and 

·from hence all thofe that were afterwards incapaci
tated to fill the Magiftracy, were called AnUl1oniti, or 
perfons admonilhed. But in a while the Captains 
grew fo partial and infolent, that without any regard 
to principle or fllfficient cauCe, they admonilhed whom
foever they thought 6t, accordingly as they were Jed 
by pa~on o~ priv~te intereft : fo that betwixt the year 
1357, 10 whIch thiS law took plact', and the year 1371, 
above twO hundred of the Citizens were admonifhed. 

By thefe means the Captains and the faaion of the 
Guelphs were grown very confiderable. efpecially the 
Heads of it, Pietro degli Albizi, Lapo da Caftig:
lionchio, and Carlo Strozzi, who were much courted 
by every one for fear of being admonilhed. And 
though this injurious manner of proceeding gave great 
dirguft to many, yet it was more intolerable to the 
Ricci than any body elfe, who had been the authors 
of thefe meafures, which contrary to their intention$ 
had fo much increafed the power of their enemies 
and were -likely to prove the ruin of the Common
wealth. Uguccione therefore, being one of the Sig~ 
niory, in order to mitigate the fmart of this fcourge 
which he and his partifans had made for their own 
backs, caufed a new law to be palfed, that three 
more Captains lhould be added to the former fix, 
two of whom were to be chofen out of the Jower fort 
of Me-chanicks; and that thofe who were admonilhed 
as Ghibelines, thould be certified to be fo by twenty
four Citizens of the Guelph party, deputed on pur
pore to examine into the proof'l of it. Thefe laws 
for fome time: were fuch a check upon the arbitrary 
proceedings of the Captains, that their admonitions 
10ft much of their terror, and were in a great meafure 
laid afide. The jealoufies however betwixt the Ricci 
and Albizi were not yet fubfided, and they ftill con
tinued to oppofe each other in all councils, enter
prizes, aDd other public affairs with the utmoft de
gree of virulence. Thefe difcords lafted from the 
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year 1366 till 137', by which time the Guelphs had 
fuJly recovered their former authority. 

There was a gentleman of the family of Buondd
monti, whofe name was Benchi, who for his merjt in 
the wars againft the Pifans, was thought worthy of 
being admined into the rank of Commoners, . and 
~hereby became qualified to be of the Signiory. 
But when he expeaed that honour, a law was made, 
that no perfon of noble extraaion, though become a 
Commoner, thould be capable of enjoying any fhare 
in the Magiftracy. At this law, Benchi was fo highly 
provoked, that he joined with Pietro degli Albizi; 
an.d after a confulration betwixt them, they refolved 
to deprefs the lower fort of people by admonitions, 
and take the government into their own hands. And 
indeed by his intere{l: with the ancient Nobility, and 
Pietro's amongft the principal Commoners, the fac
tion of the G uelphs grew frill more and more con
ftderable: for they had fo ordered maners by their 
new models and regulations, that the Captains and 
the twenty-four bei,ng wholly at their devotion, they 
began to avail tbemfelves of admonitions again, with 
more boldners than ever they had done before; and 
Jhe family of tbe Albizi being at the head of that 
faa.ion. became exceeding powerful. The Ricci and 
their friends, on the other hand, fpared no pains to 
obftruft there defigns: (0 that everyone living in 
great fear and apprehenfion of (orne fatal con(e
quence, feveral of the Citizens, who were moft zea
lous for the good of their Country, alfcmbled in the 
Church of St. Pietro Scheraggio, and having con
fidered the dangerous fituation of affairs, they went 
to wait upon the Signiory at their Palace, where one 
of the molt eminent of their body addrdfcd himfclf 
lO them in the following manner. 

f' Many of us have been in doubt, magnificent 
Signiors, whether our affembling without due au
thority. though upon a public ocealion, might not 
be ct'nfured as too forward and prefumptuous in 
private: men. But when we confidc:red that numbers 
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of other Citizens have daily cabals in fecret places, 
without any regard to the laws, and confer together, 
not for 'he good of the public, but how they may 
bdt promote their own felf·interefted and ambitious 
ddigns, we prefu~ed, fince thefe men have'dared to 
do fo (only to confpire the ruin of the Common
wealt~) without incurring your difpleafure, that we 
who had' no other defign than to concert meafurc;s 
for its peace and prefc:rvacion, fhould not have any 
occaGon to ftand in fear of reprehenfion. In which 
cafe. we fhall not give ourfelves the leaft trouble 
about the opinion of others, fince they are fo indif
ferent concerning what we think of them. The gra
titude we owe to our Country at firft induced us to 
affemble. and now to prefent ourfdves before you, 
magnificent Signiors. to complain of thofe evils 
which (though very great indeed already) are daily 
inc~aling upon us; and at the fame time, to offer 
you any affifiance to remedy them that is in our powe~. 
For how difficult foever the undertaking may ap~ar, 
we don't defpair of fuccefs, provided you lay afide 
all private friendfhip and connection. and fupporc: 
your authority by that of the public. The common 
difeafe of the other cities in haly has at laft invaded 
ours, and is continually eating deeper and deeper into 
its vitals. For after this province had fhaken off the 
yoke of tbe Emperors, all its towns, for want of due 
reftraim, ran into extremes, and from liberty dege
nerated into downright licentioufnefs, ma~ing fuch 
laws and inftituting Such governments as were rather 
calculated to foment and fupport faCtions, than main
tain freedom. From this fource are derived all the 
defeCts and diforders that we labour under. No 
frie.ldthip or union is [0 be found amongft the Ciu
zen~, except betwixt fuch as are accomplices in fome 
,.icked defign either againft their neighbours or their 
Country. All religion and fear of God are utterly 
extinguiCl-.ed. Promiles and oaths are no further 
binding .han they ferve to promote fome private ad
vantage, anj taken, net with any ddign to obferve 
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them. but as nccefi'ary means to facilitate the perpe
t1"ation of vilianies, which are even honoured and ap
plauded as good conduB: and policy if they meet 
With fuccefs. From ~nce it comes to pafs, that the 
moft: wick-ed and abandoned wretches are admired as 
able enterprizing men; whilft the innocent and con
fcientious are laughed at and defpifed as fools. And 
certainly there is no fort of corruption that may not 
be found in the cities of Italy, nor any people in the 
world fo thoroughly difpofed to receive the infeCtion 
as thofe of Florence. The young amn are indolent 
and effeminate; the old, lafcivious and contemptible. 
Without regard to age or fex, every place is full of 
the moft licentious brutality, for which, the laws 
themfelves. though good and wholefome, are yet fo 
partially executed rhat they do not afford any remedy. 
This is the real caufe of that fdfifh fpirit which now 
fo generally prevails, and of that ambition, not for 
true glory, but for Places which difhonour the pof_ 
felfors. Hence proceed thefe fatal animalities, thefe 
feeds of envy, revenge and faCtion, with their ufual 
attendants, executions, banifhments, depreffion of 
good men and the exalration of the wicked. For the 
good, confiding in their virtue and uprightnefs, have 
not, recourfe to any bafe means, like wicked men, to 
advance~ or ev.en fo much as defend themfelves: {o 
that they generally fall miferable viCtims to the cruelty 
'and oppreffion of tyrants, and die in poverty and 
difgrace. Such dreadful and pitiable examples, both 
give rife and frrength to parties ~ for the Evil will 
naturally form one fide, either out of avarice or am
bition; and the Good another, out of fear and ne
ceffity: and what is frill more dangerous, the authors 
jtnd ringleaders of them varnifh over their pernicious 
defigns with fome facred title: for being in reality 
enemies to all liberty, they more effeCt:ually deftroy ir, 
by pretendlng to defend the rights, fometimes of the 
Nobility, fometimes of the Commons; Lince the 
fruit which they expea from a victory, is not the 
glory of having delivered their Country, but the fa-

tisfaCtion ' 
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-ti¥..tlion of having conquered ~he oppofite party aDd 
fccur~tbe .gov,ernmcnt of the Stare to themfelves. 
~nd *n tbey have once bbtained that, there is no 
.r.~.of cr,ueJty, injuftice, or rapine that they are not 
8,i1lf Qf.. From thence forward, laws are enac5led~ 
JM)t (or the CQmQ10n good but for private ends: from 
.tIl_c ~ both war and peace are made and alliances 
~~l.-.led, 1J0t for the honour of the public, but to 
8'ltify tbe humours of particular men. And if the 
fJmer cities Qf Italy are full of thefe diforders. cer
,.ialy ~6 overflows: our laws, ·our ftatutes, and ci
~il QJ'~inances are made to indulge the caprice, or 
fcrv~ the ambition of the conqueror, not tQ promote 
the t~ ioiereft of a frcc people; fo that one fattioR 
is IJ~ fooner extingui1hed but another is lighted up. 
p. city tbat endeavours to fupport itfelf by parties in-
1b:a4 of laws, can never be at peace: for when one 
penils and is left without oppofition, it necelfarily 
9iv.ides aglJin ; the ~ople not being able to defend 
~bfD;l{elv~s by the ordi.nary laws which were at firtt: 
~e for 1heir prefervation.· The truth of this is 
f(lfijckndy· cpnfirmed both by the ancient and modern 
~il':nU,on$. that have happened in our own city. 
When the G hibelines were dcpre1fed, evny one 
~,ht the Guelphs would then have lived in peace 
JD4 kCQrity: and Jet it was not long before they di
,Kled lalD Ihe faaions of the Neri and Bianchi~ When 
~he JJianchi were redu~ed, new commotions arofe~ 
fometimes in favour of the exiles, fometimes betwixt 
~be Nobility and th~ people: and to give that away 
to othrrs which we either could not or would no~ 
poO"cfs quietly ourfelvcs, we firft committed our li
bcnies into the hands of King Robert, then of hi~ 
Broth~, ne~t of his Son, and laft of all to the merc), 
C)f the Duke of Athens, never fetding or rt'pofing 
under any government; as people that could nei
dler be fatidied with being free, nor fubmit to live 
in Gavery. Nay fo much was our State inclined to 
divifion, that rather than acquielce under the govern
ment of a King, it meanly proftitutcd itfelf to the 
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tyranny of a vile and pitiful Agobbian. -The Duke 
of Athens indeed ought not to be mentioned, for- the 
honour of this city: the remembrance however of 
his infvlence and oppreffioll might have taught us to 
behave more wifely for the future. Ytt no fooner 
was he expelled but we took up arms agains and 
fought againft each other wi~h more rancoural1d in
veteracy than ever we had done before, till at laft the 
ancient Nobility were entirely fubdued -and lay at the 
mercy of the people: and it was then the genual 
opinion there would be no more factions or troubles 
in Florence, !ince thofe were humbled whofe infup
portable pride and ambition had been the chief oc
cafion of them. But we now fee by experience, how 
little confidence is to be put in the judgment of 
man: for that pride and ambition which was thought 
to be utterly extinguifhed by the faU of the Nobi
lity, now fprings up again amongft the people, who 
bfgin to be equally impatient for authority, and afpire 
with the fame vehemence' to the fira offices in the 
Commonwealth; and having no other way to obtain 
their end, but by dOI'J1eftick diffenfions,' they revive 
the an~iquated diftinaions of Guelphs and Ghibelines, 
which it would have been happy for this city never 
to have, known eo And that nothing may be aable 
an.d permanent, in this world, it feems the will of 
Heaven that certain families fhould fpring up in all 
~ommonwcalths to be the pea: and ruin or them. 

• Sc:hach Aba., who Cat on the throne of Perlia, from 1 sll S to 
76%9, and il called one of the greatdl Prince. that Kingdome.,er had. 
(tho'igh his reig!l was in In:any rdittas very cruel and tyrannical) 
a4vifed his fuceellor to (ow divilioll amongft his Cubjefh. if he hoped 
to live ill ptace; tbat fi> by f"ttillg himfelf {ometime. at the bead of 
one party, and (ollietimes 0 another. he might balance them as he 
plcafc:d, and reign in fecurity. Divide Be impera. A borrible maxim, 
lIldced! hut be had l,raailed ;t himlelf, and by varioul arts and 
mean~, l':lthel" worthy oC a tyrant QI' an enemy, than the father ofbi. 
peopl.:, 1'3ifrd two faaions III every city of hu kingdom, which con
tinued till the lail great rev'llution there, for which thoCe divifion. 
had paved the way. Hiftaire de la Reval. de Perle,p. S .... IS. Tbe 
f"'I\e fatal fyftem of J>ol i tics has been adopted in llIany otber countriel. 
bllt with little peace to the IOverei"n. and infinite diilraaioll amongft 
the 1i.t!>jtCts. . . 

Of 
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Of which, our own city cab produce more infiances 
perhaps than any other; finee it owes its miferies and 
diftratl:ions pot merely to one or two, but to feveral 
of thofe families: as firO: to the Buonde1monti and 
Ubcni, next to the Donati and Cerchi, and now, to 
our fhame be it fpoken, to the Ricci and Albizi. 
We have not enumerared our many paft divifions, 
nor raked (0 deep into our corruption, in order to 
terrify or, difcourage YOll, but to point out their 
caufes, and by puning you in mind of them, to 
fitew that we have not forgot them ourfdvcs; and 
at tbe fame time to conjure you not to Jet fuch ex
amples make you defpair of providing aay remedy 
for the prefent. For at that time, the power of 
thofe: ancient families was fo great, ,and thc:ir intereft 
with other Princes, fo confiderable, that neither the 
laws nor the authority of the Civil Magiftrate, were 
able to controul them: but at this day, when tile 
Emperor has no power, nor the Pope any influence 
here, and all Italy, particularly this City, is reduced 
to fuch a ftate of equality, as to be able' to govern 
itfelf, where is the difficulty? what impediment re
mains, why this Commonweallh, above: all other., 
and in fpif!.ht of former examples to the contrary, 
may not only be united, but rc:formed and improved 
by new Laws and Conftitutions, provided your Lord
lliips will be pleafed to make them: to which good 
wurk we earnelUy exhort you, not out of any private 
pique or refentment, but compaaion to our country.' 
,We acknowledge the talk to be very difficulr, bue 
h9pe you will, for the prefent at leaft, put a fiop to 
that madnefs, that virulent contagion which threatens 
.us with utter ruin. You D]uft not impute the faJ:
cions of our anceftors to the na.ture of tbe men, but 
to the iniquity of the times, which being now al. 
kr~d, affor4 this city fair hopes of better forruae i . 
. lAd our diforders may be corred:ed by the inftitutioll 
of wholefome Laws, by a prudent reftraint of am
bition, by probibiting fuch cuftoms as tend to nouriJh 
and propaga[~ fadion, and by fubftituting others 
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that may conduce to maintain liberty and good d",iI' 
government. And it would be much more gtacious 
and aceeprable, if you would now dD that voluntar,]ys 
and under the favour of the Laws, which otherwiiC 
you will either provoke the people to do themfelvess 
or compel you to do by violence." 

The expediency of this advice had great weight 
with the Signiory, efpecially as it was very conform
able to their own fentiments; and therefore, in com
pliance with the exhortations and authority of thofe' 
that gave it, they commifftOned fifty-fix citnen! IfJ 
l"fJ'OiM for lhe fafetyof tbe Commo1lflJealih *. But' U 
100ft people arc fitter to preferve good order thart 
too rtftore it when 10ft, thefe Citizens took more pams 
to extinguifh the prefent faBions, than to provide 
againft new oncs, which was the reafon that they (ue
c-ceded in neither: for they nQt only did not take 
away thc oceafion of frt'fh 00;5, but made one of 
thofe that were then fubfifting, fo much more power
ful than the other, that the Commonwealth was in 
great danger. They deprived three of the family of 
the Albizi, and as many of the Ricci, of all fhare iii 
the Magiftracy for three years, except in fueh branches 
of it, as were particularly appropriated to the Guelph 
party; of which number Pietro degli Albizi, and 
U gucc10ne de' R ied were two. They prohibited aft 
Citizens from coming into the palace at any time 
when the Signiory were not fitting. They decreed, 
that in cafe of battery, or difturbance in the poffef
Bon of his eftate, any man fhould have liberty granted 
liim, upon petitioning the Council, to aceufe the ag
greifor, and make him anfwer to the 'cha~ btfore 
the hca<is of it, who fhould have the power of com
pelling him to fubmit to their fentence, if 'guilrt. 
Thef~ provifions bore much harder upon the Ricei 
thaft the Albizi: for though they were equally mg
matized by them, yet, the Ricci were the greater fuf· 

•. After the manner of the olel Roman., wbo ured to giwe,. ch.p 
to thc:ir Magiftrat~. i~ times. (If dan~r, to take ~e. " DC quid de
trimeoti capiilt Rtrpubhca~ 't, 
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ferers. Fie no, ind~ed, was excluded from ,the palace 
of the Signiory f but he had free admittance into thac. 
of the Gudphs~ where- his authority was very great ;. 
and though he and his affociatcs w~re forward enough 
in their admonitioos before, they became much for
,warder after this mark of difgrace; and new acci
dent! occurred,. which ftill more and more enBamcd. 
their refentmenr. . 

Gregory Xl. was Pope at that time, and reliding, 
If Ayignoo, as his late Predec~£fors had dane, he 
gGYerned haly by Legates, who beio8' haughty and. 
rapacious, had grievoufly oppreffed feveral of the ~ 
tiCt. One of thefe, Legates being then at Bologna,.. 
took the advantage of a fcarcity, which happened at 
that tw in Florence, and refolved to make himfelti 
mafkr of TurGID)'. For which purpofe, be notoaJ)'l 
refukd to fupply the J.-'lorentines with proviflOnS,.. but! 
in,.aded tMit- territorip with a great army, very early 
in the fpring. in order to fpoil their next harveft V 
bping by that means to make an eafy conquetl, whcn 
they were in a manner both fami1hed and difarmed; 
IDd, probably, his ddign would have. fuc«eded, if 
the forces he employed had not been mercenary and 
torrupt: for thc Florentine! having no other re
medy" had recourfe to. bribery, and gave his army an 
hQDdred and thirty tboufand Florins to. de6ft from 
rMtr enterprize. 

It is in the power of: any man to begin a war, but 
not to end one., when he pleafes. The commence ... 
ment of tbiswas owing to the ambition of the Legasit 
aad the profccution of it to the refeDtment of tbe Flo;
rentine!, who immediately entered ioto a confederacy 
"ith. Bemabo Galeazzo. and all the other ftates that 
were at variance with the Church: after which, thOy 
appointcd eight Citizens for tbe management of i~ 
"hom they invefted with an abfolutc ,power of pro
ccrding, aad' difburfing money without controul or 
atrounr. Thi3 war againft: thc Pope" no.twithftancJ,.. 
iug Ugucciane was dead, gave frcJh caurase to thctfc 
that had followed the party of the Ricci,. who, -in Opt 
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polition to the Albizi, had, upon all occafions, fa
voured Bernabo, and appeared againft the Church; 
and efpecially becaufe all the Eight were enemies to 
the Guelphs. Upon which, Pietro degli Albizi. Lapo 
da Caftiglionchio, Carlo Strozzi, and fome others, 
united themfelves more firmly together, to make head 
againft their enemies: fo that whilft the Eight were 
bufily employed in their department, and the others in 
admonitions, the. war was carried on for three years, 
and did not end till the death of the Pope. It was 
profecuted, however, with fuch vigour, and general 
li.tisfaflion, that the Eight were not only continued in 
their office from year to year, as long as it lailed, but 
got the title of Santi; notwithftanding they had de
fpifed the cenfures of the Pope, made free with the 
treafure and revenue$ 'of their Churches, and forced 
the Clergy to perform the duties of thdr funClion. 
~o much did the Citizens at that time prefer the good 
of their Country to all other concerns i and fo zealous 
were they to convince the Church, that as they had 
power to defend it whilft they were its friends, fo they 
were able to diftrrfs it now they were its enemies I 
baving aCtually raifed a rebellion quite through. the 
States of Romagna, La Marca, and Pcrugia. Bue 
whilft they made fo vigorous a War upon the Pope, 
they could not defend themfelves agninft the captains 
and their adherents. The envy and indignation wjth 
which the Guelph'S looked upon' the Eight, made 
them grow fo bold and infoJent, that they often af· 
fronted and abulcd them, as well as the reft of the 
prinCIpal Citizens. The Captains were no lefs arro
gant; they were even more dreaded than the Sig. 
niory. and men went with greater awe and reverence 
10 their houfes than to the palace l fo that all the Am
baffadors that came to Florence, were inftructed to 
addrefs themfelves to the Captains. 
. Aftr'r the death of Pope Gregory, the city "bad no 
war abroad, but was in great confufion at home: for 
on one hand, the Guelphs were become fo audacious, 
that they were no longer fupportablc j and on the 

otber, 

Digitized by Google 



~obk Ill: 0 F F L ,0 R ENe E:.77 
other. there was no vifible way to fupprefs them: it 
\Vas necd1ary therefore, to take up 3rm~; and leave 
the event to Fortune. On the fide of the Guclphs, 
Werc all the ancient Nobility, and the greater parrot" 
the more powerful Citizens; of whom a~ we ha\'e 
fa:d, L;:po. Pietro; and Carlo, were the chid'. On 
thc mha, were all the inferior fort of peopk, headed 
by the Eighr, and joined by Gtorgio Scali, Tomafo 
Strolz:, the I< :cci; the Alherri, and the Med:ci: the 
reO: of the multitude, as ir al:noit always happens ill 
ruch cart's, joined with the ·difCohtented party. The 
power of their adverfarks fcemed \'ery confiderable 
to the heads of the Gudphs~ and rhdr d;1n2;er great, 
jf at any tim~ a Signiory that was not on their fide 
fhould attt'mpt to deprefs them. Thinking it pru .. 
dem, therefore, to guard ag:linft fuch all event, they 
had a meeting, and having particularly inquired into 
the fiate and condition of the. city, they found the 
number of pertons whD had been admoniOled, was 
fo great, that lht'y had difobliged moil: of (he Citi. 
2ens, ahd made them their enemies. In thefe cir. 
cumfiances; they thought there was hO other remedYt 
now they had dc:rrived them of their honours, but to 
banitb (hem out of the City &lfo, to feize upon the 
Palace of the Signiory, and to put the government of 
the State wholly into the hands of their own Crea
tines, according to the example of the Guelphs their 
predecdfors, whofe quiet and fecurity was entirely 
owing to the total expuHion of their enem:c·<;. This 
propornl was agreed to without any oppofi:ion ~ but 
they differed about the time of putting it in exe~ 
cutton. 

It was tht'n the month of l\pril, in the year 1378, 
when Lapo judging it unlaft· lO Gefer (he maHel any 
longer, rt'prd~n(ed to thc:tn thl( ddays wt"re alway. -
dangerous, hut mor~ particularly in their fituation; 
conlidering lhat Sy~veftro de Medici, who v.asan open 
and declared enemy to their Fan:y, might b.! chofeR 
Gonfalonier in (he r.exr Signicry. Pirlro drgli A:bizi 
was of a different opinion, anJ thought it better to 
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wait a little longer, as fame forces would be neccffary 
to fupport them, which could not be got together 
privately; and to raife them pubJickly would be to 
run themfelves into lnanifdt danaer. His advice 
therefore was, that they fbould h'ive patience till 
midfummer day, which being one of their greateft 
feftivals,. and at a time when vall: numbers of people 
refort to the city, they. might introduce what forces 
they pleafed inte it without danger of being difco
vered.. And to obviate tbeir apprehenfion of Syl
veftro" he propofrd EO have him admonHJ1ed; and if 
that would· not anfwer the purpoff', to manage it fo irr 
the tmfuiag imborfatioR fot' magiftrates, fince the 
pu~fes were no~ empty, that either his name or that 
I)f fomet ather Landidat~ in his ward Ihould be drawn, 
which would cilifqualify him for filling the Office of 
Gonfalonier. THis opinion was approved; and tilt, 

.Iefolved to defer their undertaking, though Lapo 
~ame very unwillingly into it; alledging, that no op
portunity could ever be complete in every cir£um
fiance, and that thofe who waited for fuch a OBC 

muft either never attempt any thing pf moment, or . 
be difappointed in it if they did. However, they 
proceeded to admonifh Sylveftro, but they did not 
fucceed in their defign of excluding him; for the 
Eight being aware of the trick tbey intended to put 
'Upon him, continued to defer the imborfarion: fa 
that SyJveftro, the Son of Alamanno de Medici, was. 
appointed Gonfalonier. As, he was born of one of 
the moll: confiderable families of the Commoners, he 
could not bear to fee the people oppreffed by a fe .. 
grandees: refolving therefore to put an end to their 
infolence, and finding himfdf favoured by the people 
and fupported by fenral of the principal Citizens,. 
he communicated his dt"fign to Benedetto .Alberti, 
Tomafo Strozzi, and Geor~io Scali, who all con. 
curred with him and promifed him their amnance in 
it. In confeql1ence of this, thel fecretly prepared a 
Decree by which the laws againfl:' the Nobility were '0 be reviv~d, the authority of the Caprain!; re-
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trenched, and thofe who had been" admonifhed: ad
mined into the Magiftracy. And as it ft:emed the 
beft way both t':l propofe and have it patfed at one 

" tim~, if pomble, finee it was firft to be pref~nted to 
'he Colleges, and afterwards confidered in the Coun
cils, Sylveftro being prefident (and confequently in 
a manner Prince of the city for a time) caufed both 
a College and a Council to be caHed the fame morn
ing; and coming firft to the College, in which he 

. had but few friends, he propofed the Decree to them 
which be had prepared: but it was thrown out as an 
innovation, and he could not get it palfed. Seeing 
himfelf defeated therefore in the firft ftep to obtain 
it, he pretended to go out upon fame neceffary oc-

, ("afion, and went away to the Council without being 
perceived; where, having placed himtcM in fuch a 
manner that he might both be feen and heard by the 
whole aff~mbly, he told them, "That he thought he 
had been appointed Gonfalonier, not to take cogni. 
zance of private c3ufes, which had th~ir proper 
judges, but to fuperintend the State, to correct the 
.infolence of t.he grear, and to moderate or alter thofe 
laws, which manifefily tended to the ruin of the 
-Commonwealth. That he' had fpared no pains in 
either, and made the bert provifion that was pomble : 
but that the malice- and perverfC'nefs of fome men 
was fo great, and had raifed fuch an oppofition to 
his good defigns, that he found himfelf incapable of 
doing the Jt'aft fervice to the publick, and them fo 
far froOl being inclined to deliber!lte upon any thing 
he propoftd, that they would not fa mUt'h as hear of 
it. That as he plainly faw it was not in his power to 
be of any further ufe to his Country, he knew not 
for what rcalon he Olould continue any longer in an 
office which he either did not really deferve, or Wa9 

thought unworthy of by others. Upon which accoullt, 
he would retire to privacy, and leave the people to 
chure another perfon who rn:ght'eiLh~r have more vi'r
tue or better, fortune than himfdf." After which, 
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he got up and left the Cou'ncil, as if he would go di-
reaJy to his own houle.. , , 

Upon this, fuch of (he Council as were in the fe
cret, and others that wifued for a ch:l~g:e, railed a. 
tumult, to which the: Signiory and Colleges imme· 
diately repaire~i i and 1Ceing their Gontal,mier re
tiring, they obliged him, partly by their authority 
and partly by their in treaties, to return to the Coun
cil, which was in great confufion. Many of the 
principal Citizens were threatened and trt>ated with 
the urmoft infolence: amongfr the rc:fl: Carlo StrOZZl 
was coll:lred by an artificer, and wuuld certainly have 
been knocked on the head, it fome; of the by-ilanders 
had not refcued him with much diI1lculty. But the 
perCon that made the greateft difrurbance was Bene
detto, deglj Alberti, who got inco one of the windows 
of the Palace, and called Ollt to the people to arm: 
upon which, the Pia.zza was inftantly full of armed 
men, and the Colleges were obliged to do that by 
fear, which they would not come in;o when they Were 
petitioned. In the mean time, the Captains of the 
parties had affembled as many of the Ciliuns as they 
could in their Palace, to cont'ult what courfe was to 
be taken in order to prevent the pa:1ing of this l)~
cree: 'but · .... hen they l~w 1'0 great a tumult, and were 
informed what hadhappt'ned in the Councl!, they aU 
thQught prop~r to return to their own houfes, 

But who{oevtr he may be, that intends to make any 
alteration i" 3 Commonwealth, and to tff~tt it by tail:' 
ing the multitude, will find himldf deceived if he 
thinks he can nop where he will, and condutl: it as 
he pleaf,'s. The G~:::;:1 of Sylvdlro in promoting 
that law was only to have quieted and ft:cured the 
city; but the thing took a very diiTerent turn .: for 

• \Vhen circumflances of time will not acmit of alt~ntions, tho' 
nec~{fary, it is much betttr to Itt lhings remain as thtv are, than to 
attempt a rerorm:doll; f:nce the r~medy rerhllps ma'y prove worfe 
than 'the dift'afe, It is prudent in this cafe, to imitate the pratlice of 
pbylicialls. with rcgald' to ceHain l'alients, wh\)m tilty will not 'Ill"w 
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the people were in fuch a ferment, that the fhops 
were fhut up. the houfes barricadoed, and many re
moved their goods tor fecurity into the Churches and 
Convenfs; everyone apprehending fame fatal con
fequence. A 11 toe Compani.es of the A res afft'mbled, 
and ('ach of them 'appointed a $yndic: the Signiory 
(a1ledthe Col!t'g~s [.('gelher, and were a whole day 
in confultation with the Syndics how to provide fome 
means f()r compGfi.flg thele <ii~orJers {o the fatisfattion 
of all parties; but as there w,as gre~t v.uiety of opi
nions amongft them, nothing "'as concluded. 'The 
Aext day the Arts drew out their fe'"Jeral Companies; 
which the Signiorybeing informed of, and appre~ 
bending what might llappen, called tilt" Counnl to
gether [0 cO,nfider of a proper remedy: bm as- fOOR 

as it was affembled the tumult inereafed, and the 
ftandards of the Arts, with a conGderable number of 
men under arms, immediately took poffdfion of the 
Piazza. In order therefore, to give the Arts :md the 
I'eft ,of the peep Ie forne hopes of fatisfacrion, and te 
prevent further mtfchief, the Council gave a full 
power (which t·he Florentines call Balia) to the Sig
niory, Collegfs, the Eight, the Captains of the Par
ties, and the Syodics ot the Arrs, to reform the State 
in fueh a manner as they fhould think moO: advan
tageous for the ·p.ublic. But whilO: they were em· 
ployed in this, lome of the inferior Companies of the 
Art$, at the inO:igation of certain perf OilS who wanted 
to revenge the late injuries which they had r,ect!ived 
from the Guelphs, detached themfdves from the relt, 
snd went to th~ boufe of Lapo da Caftiglionchio, 
.which they plundered and burnt. Lapo himfelt~ 
when he faw the Signiory at the head of this attack 
.upon the Guelphs, and the pt'opie all in arms, hav;' 
jng no other remedy but eit~er to abfcond or flr~ 

. 
~o take phyli~k I becRuk jt w<M.Ild ineritably fOr up many ill bUrRou", 
in their bodies, which are lee. danguous in a !talc lot ,GO;lgulatio~ 
'than of agitatiun. .. Expediebat, qlla" a:gr:e fauLi~que, Reipuolical 
Tcquiefcere quomodo cunque, ne vulner" c;uratione ipli, refcilJdntn:' 
11J,f," ~3yI1''lofuS, 1. iii, ~. ?ol- • 
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firft of all took fanctuary in the Church of Santa 
Crete, and afterwards Bed to Cafentino, in the habili 
of a Monk, where he was often heard to condemn 
Pietro degli Albizi for having put off their de6grt 
till St. John'S day, . and himfelf for having concurred 
in it. But Pietro and Carlo Strozzi, upon the lirit 
rllmour of the tumult, only concealed themfelyes, -ill 
hopes that their friends and relations would have in
tereft enough' to fecure their fray in Flortncc: whtn ic 
was over. ' ' 

The: houfe of Lapo bt'ing thus burnt and rifted. 
feveral others underwent the fame fate, either OUt of 
public hatred or private malice; (as mifchic:f is ge
nerally foon propagatt'd when on~e begun) and to ga 
through with their work the more completely, they 
brok~ open. the Jails, and fet the 'prifoners at liberty: 
after which, they plundered the Monaftery of St. Ag
Doli, and the Convent di Santo Spirito, into wbich 
feveral of tbe Citizens had conveyed their moftvalu.
able effeCts. N.or would the public chamber have 
~fcaped their fury, if they had not been rdlrained bY' 
the prefence and authorilY of one of the Signiory, 
who being mounted on horfeback, and attended by 
a body of armed men, oppofed himfdf to· the rage 
of the multitude in the moO: effeCtual manner he 
could. This commotion being thus in fome mt'8fuI'C 
quieted, partly by the authority of the Signiory, and 
partly by ~he approach of night, tht Balia proceeded 
the next morn.ing to requalify the Ammoniti, though 
wi.th an injuntlion not to exercife any funCtion in the 
Magifiracy duriog the next three years. They re. 
pealed fueh laws as had been made by the GUdphs 
to the prejudice of the other Citizens, and .proclaim .. 
ed Lapo da Caftiglionchio and .his ao-ociatt's Rebelst 
with many others that had incurred the hatred of the 
public: after which, the names of the new Signiory 
were publifhed, and Luigi Guirciardini declared th~ir 
Gonfalonier. As they were all efteemed men of pa
cific difpofitions, ,and defirous of public tranquillity. 
great hopes were conceived that there would be no 

more 

Digitized by Google 



~k Ill. 0 F FLO R ENe E. 183' 
more tumults. However, tbe !hops were not Qpenec:t, 
the Citizens frill continued armed, and ftroog guards 
were placed ia all parts oftbe city: fo that the Sig
Iliors W~I! not publickly invefted -with the Magi
ftracy, or with the ufual pomp; but privately in the 
Palace. and without any ceremony. They rightly 
concluded, that the heft and 0)011 oeceJUry fervice 
they could do the public in the beginning of their 
office, would be to compole tbe city: for whicb pur
pofe, they commanded the people to Jay down their 
arms, the fhops to be opened, and everyone that had 
been called out of the Countty to the affillance oi 
any Citizen, immediately to depart. Tbey plantecJ 
guards in the leveral frrec:ts; (0 tbat if thofe that 
were admonifhed couJd have been content~ the \Yholc 
city was in a fair way of being quieted. But as they 
,hought it hard to. wait three years lOnger before they 
could enjoy any 1hare in the Magifrracy, the Art. 
havi~g affembled again to obtain tht"m fatisfaction in 
,bat point, demanded of the Signiory that for' tbe 
gooci'and quiet 01 the city, it fuould be decreed that 
no Citiz~n for tbe future fuould be admoniihed as a 
Ghibdine, wbo ,had evtr been one of the Signiory or 
tbe College, OF the Captains of the companies, or 
the Confuls, or Syndics of any of the arts: and fur
ther, that a DeW imborfation fuould be made of [he 
Guelph party and the old one burnt. Thefe de
mands were readily granted both by the Signiory and 
the Councils, in hopes of preventing any further tu
mult. But as it feldom blJP~ns tbat men who covc:t 
the property of others and' long for revenge, arc {a
tis6ed with a bare r~ltitution of lileir own, fome who 
cs:pcCted to advance their fortunes by exciting com
motions, endeavoured to perfuade the Artificers that 
they could never be fafe, except many of their ene
mies were either banilbcd or cut off: which fuggcf
tions being reprefcnted to the Signiory, they fum
mooed the Magiftrates of the Arts and their Syndics 
to attend tbem; and when they were affembled, 

N ... Luj6~ 
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.Luigi Guicciardini, thf'ir Gorfa' onier, .addrdftd hi11l~ 
(elf to thf'm in the following manner: 
. "If tht'le Gentlemen as well as myfdf h~d not 
long ago bt'~n acquainted with the temper and genius 
of this City, apd obfi:rvt'd that its foreign warli were 
no fooner ended, bur dilTel1uons began at home, we 
ihould have been n~ore alarmed and lRore incenfed at 
the [Umul~s which hav~ l.utly happened: but as thinga 
that arc fa::nili.lr to us become lc-fs afFt':hng, we have 
borne them w,irh f.)me degree of patience; efpt'cially 
ac; we were collfcious to ouddves that the callIes of 
them could not be impured to any mifcon:lu.:l: on ou, 
part, and had reaton to hopt: that they, like all for
IDer commocions~ wOllld j(}IT;etime or ocher have aq 
end, upon our complying with fa many and fuch ex
travagant demallcls. But finding you are fo far frolll 
being fatisfied, ad YOll ought to be, that you are con .. 
triving frefh miIChiefs againfi: your fellow' Citizens, 
and endeavouring to procure their banifument. we 
confefs we are h:ghly difpleai'ed at the malll;e .and 
bafe:1ef'i of your proceedings. Vv'e can airure you., 
with gn"at truth, th.lt if we had appreha:nded the 
city would have been in the leail: danger, during the 
time of our Magifhacy, either by fiding with or 
againH: you, we would have declined th~t honour by 
a voluntarily exile. But prefuming we had people [0 

deal wirh, who had fome rlegree of humanity, and 
love of their Country nil left, we chearfully ac'; 
cepted it in hopes of getting the better of your Am .. 
bition at laft· by our knity, and readinefs to oblig~ 
you. Vie have' the misfortune ho.\ ever, to fe~ that 
the more we grant, the Ilwre fuamelefs and arrogant 
are your dema~ds. And if we are obliged to teU 
you fa, it is not with any ddign to incr~fe your 
difconrents. bur to convince you of your error: 
.others perhaps may flatter you, but we thall always 
think it our duty to rell }'oiJ plainly, and without 
rlifguife, what we think is for your good. What is 
thert', in the nam~ of God, that YQU can reafonablJ' 
~tk !pore of us? Y04 ddired to have the Captains of 
. '. . the 
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the parties deprived of their authority: they have 
lxen deprived. You infiHed that the old Imbo~ 
fatlon {hould be burnt, and a neloV one made, we con .. 
fentt'd. You wanted to have ,thofe reinftated in the 
Magiftracy that had been 'admonilhed: it has been 
granted. At your interceffion, we pardoned fuch II 
'bad ~en guilty of burning houfes and robbing 
Churches, and banifhed many of our principal Cit~~ 
zens Jlt your infti{!ation. To gratify you, the gran
dees are bridled with new laws, and every thing don~ 
thar might give you content. Where then can we 
expeCt your demands will ftop; or how long will 
you thus abufe your' libt"rty? don't you perceive, 
that ",hilft we fubmit with patience, you {hew no rna
·deration in your Victory? whithtr wiH YOUf diJTeQ .. 
lions at laft hurry this poor city? can you ever. for
get how Caftl"uccio. a private Citizen of Lucca. 
lvailed himfelf of fuch Divifions to diftrefs it? and 
·how ,he. Duke of Athens, from an inferior Com
mander in your fervice, made himfdf your Lord and 
Sovereign ~ on the contrary. when ye were united, 
neither the Archbithop of Milan, nor the Pope him
felf, was able to ('ope with you; but, afrer a war 
th:lt lafted many years, were torced to {heatb their 
fwords with difhonour. Why then will ye fuffer your' 
own ddcords (when ye have no other enemies) to 
bring a city inw' flavery, which fa many powerful 
princes could never 'reduce? for what eHe can ye ex
pta: frog, your divifions, what from the goods ye 
have already taken, or may hereafter take from your 
fellow Citizens, but fer\'itude and poverty ~ the per
fons you plunder, are thofe whore fortunes and abi
lities are the defence of the State, and if they fail, 
how mull it be fupported? whatever is got that way, 
~annot laft long;· and tben ye have nothing· to look 
for but 'remedilefs famine and, diitrefs. We thhe
fore command you, and, as far as our dignity wilt al
Jow of if, we for once intrtat you to live quietly, 
·and be content with fuch regulations as we have· 
,:ctablifhc:d; and if any thing 1~ems wanting to. ghlc 
'. . . . )'ou 
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you fatisfill:tion, that you would make it known with 
modelly". and not infift upon it with clamour and 

- -tumult: for.if your requefts are reafonable, you 
DJay atrure yourfelves, they 1hall always be cQmplicd 
with, and no handle left for ,wicked and tlrfigning 
men to plot the deftruttion ()f your Country, and 
c:onfequently of yourfe.1vc:s, under the 1halter of your 
own wings" . 

The re~fonab1enefs of th~fe e,xpoftulations made 
luch an impreffion uppn tbe audience, that they hum
bly defired the Gonfalonier to accept their thanks, ac
knowledged that he had behaved himfelf like an up
light Magiftrate, and a good Citizen, and promited 
to pay a ready obedience in whatfoever he Ihould 
command them. -To make a trial of them. tbe Sig
fliory deputed two Citizens for each of the c"tief of
lices~ to confuh:' w·ith the Syndics of the Arts, what 
reformations were moft neceffary to be made in the.m 
for the good of 1~ publick, and to report them to 
the Signiory. 

But whilft thefe things were in agitation, a frelli tu
mult arofe which WllS attended with ftiJ1 more danger 
to [he city thiln the former. The greater part of the 
'Jate robberies and pther mifchiefs h~ been commie
ted by the Rabble and dregs of the people; and thofe 
of them that had been the moft audacious, appre
llended that when the moll: material differences were 
compafed, they lhould be called to accou,nt for their 
crimes, and deferted. as it always happens. by thofe 
.crypcrfons at whole infi-igation they had committe4 
them. Befides which, the inferior fort of people had 
<onceived an hatred againtt the ricber Citizens, and 
princ;pals 0: the Arts, upon a pretence that they had 
IIOt been rewarded for tneir paft fervices in pro
portion to what they defcrvcd. For when the city 
was fi'rft divided into Arts. in the time of Charles 'the 
Firft, there was a proper head or governor appointed 
twer each of them, to whofe jurik.iICtion in civil calCs 

. every perfon in tbe feveral Arts was to be fubject. 
ThciC Arts or Companies, as we nave faid. were at 

7 fir~ 
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firft: but twe)vt,' but af~rwards they were increafcd 
to twenty·o~, and arrived at fueh power and autha. 
rity that in a few years they wholly engrofTed the go
vernment of the city: and beeaufe fome were more, 
and others Icrs·honourable ID'\ong8: them, they camo 
by degrees to be diftinguifhed, and fevcn of them 
wefC called the Greater, and fourteen the LIft. From 
this diyifion, and other reafons before-mentioned. 
proceeded the arrogance of the Captains Qf the par
ties: for the Citizens that had formerly been Guelphs •. 
to which party thofe officta were always appropriated. 
had made it a conftane rule to favour the greater 
Arts, and to difcountenance the lefs, and all thofc 
that fided with them; which chiefly gave occaflOn to 
all tbe tumults we have hitherto made mention of. 
And, as in the divifion of the people into Arts and 
Corporations, there were many trades in which the 
~aner fort are ufually occupied, that were not in
corporated into any diftind: or particular company of 
their own, but admitted into any of the others. ac
cerding as the Nature of their Craft made them fir. 
it happened tbat when they were not duly fatisfit'd for 
their labour, or any otherwife opprefTed by their maf. 
ters, they had no other head to apply to for ~drefs. 
but the Magiftrare of that company, to which the 
perfon belonged-that employed· them, who, they com
monly thought, did not do them juftice. Now, of 
all the Compan~s in the City, that of the Clothien 
had then, and frill has, the moO: of this forr of peo
ple dcptnding upon it; and -being more opulent ami 
powerful than any of the rt'ft, it maintained by fap . 
the greater part of the r.lultitude. The meaner fort 
of the people, -therefore, both of this company and 
the odrers, were highly enra~d at ruch treatment; 
and being terrified alfo at the apprehenCion of being 
punifhed for their late outrages, they had frequent 
meetings in the night; where, confidering what had 
bappened, they reprefented to each otht'r, the danger 
the:,- w~re in. A nd to animate and unite them all, 
one of the bo1deO: ~nd moft: ~xperi('nced of them. 
ltarangued his Coml'anions in this manner: 

Digitized by Google 
I 



'1!1 THE HISTORY 800k tIT; 
" If it was·now to be debated, whetht'r we fhould 

rake arms to plunder and burn the houles of our tel. I 

low Citizens, and rob the Churches, I Ihould be one 
of thofe who wOlj}d think it worthy of great conti. 
,deration, ;arJd perhaps be induced to pr('fer iecure po
'Werty to hazardous gain. But tince arms have been 
already taken UPt and much mifchief dont', the firft 
points to be conlidered are, I fhould think, in what 
manner we muft fecure ourfelve!l, and ward off the 
penalties we have incurred. If no one lhould give us 
rhis advice, without doubt, NeceIHty itfdf would 
point it out. You fte. the whole City is full of rage 
and complaints againfr u~, the Citizens are daily In 

council, and the Magiftrat~s frequently a.trembled. 
AirlJre yourfelve~, they are either preparing chains 
for us. or contriving how to raife forces to dellroy us. 
It behoves us, then:fore, to have two objects chiefly 
in. view, at rhefe confultations: firfr, how to avoid 
the pllnifument due to our late mifdeeds; and in tho 
«eXt place. what means are to . be ufed thlJ; we may 
~njoy a greater degree of liberty and fatisfaetion for 
1he future, than we have done hitherto. To come 
4)ff with impunity for our pan olfences, it is necef. 
Jary, if I may prefume to adviCe you, to 3dd 'till 
~ore to them, to redouble our outrages, to rifle and 
-born a great number of houfes, and artfully depend 
-upon our numbers for protection l .fqr where lDany 
are guilry, none are chattifed. Small erimes are pu
Jti~ed, and great ones ufually rewarded; ~nd. where 
many fuifer, few feek revenge; a general calamit, 

.. beiflg a.lways borne wirh more patience, than a parti
cular one. I fay again, therefore, that to redouble 
Dur crimes, is the fureft way to procure a psrdDn for 
.what has been already done, and to obtain the liberty 
we defirc "*: nor is there any difficulty to difcourage 

• Monfieur Balzac fays, from Phalaris', EpillleJ, ., It bu al~aY' 
.been a gtneral opinion, that tbey wbo riii: in arms againlt their CUUI\

try. or their prince, :Ire in a m:\Ilner under 3. nteeffity to do evit • 
. hecaufe they fi"d ir unfafe to do g06d. They dare not Mcome in
aoa:nt, left they thoilld expoJe themfelvei to the {everity of tho~ . . ... 

us, 
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liS. The enrerprite is eafy, and (he fuccefs not to boo 
doubted of. Our enemies are opuleJ;lt, indeed, but. 
divldt'd: their difunion will give us the viCtory, and 
their riches, when we have got them, win maintain, 
it:. Let noc the antiquity of t~ir blood, nor (he· 
meanncfs of our own, wilh which they jQ iniOIend1! 
upbraid us, either dazzle er overawe you. . All f~. 
milies having the iilnlC original, are of equal anti
quity'*: nor has nature {hewn any partiality in ~hc 
formation of mankind. Let· both fides be ,ftri pped; 
naked, and both will be found alike. Clothe vour
fdves in their robes, and them in your rags; and then. 
you will appear the Nobles, and they the Plebeians: 
for i( is poverty alone that makes the real difference 
betwixt us. It fills me with jult concern, indeed, (0 

hear that fame of you repent forfooth. of what yo,"" 
have done, and out of a qualm of confcience, rc· 

I folve [0 proceed no further. If that be the cafe, I 
have been miftaken in my judgment, and you arc 
not the: men 1 once thought you. Neither confcience. 
nor the fear of· infamy, ought to terrify you: for 
thofe that fucceed in their auemp:s (let them have 
ufed what means foever:) are never upbraided witb 
them, or called by ig,?ominicus names: and as for 
confcieoce, you have no realon to give yourfelves ,any 
trouble about it. When' famine. and racks, and 
dungeons, are fine to be our porti9n, what greater 
terrors can there be in Hell? confider the courfe of 
this world .. ; you will find the rich, the great, and the 
powerful, have arrived at all their wc:alth, and gran· 
dcur, and authority, either by violence or fraud: a~ 

. , 

laws, againft which they have offended: they conti nile thererore in 
their ~rimel, bccaule tbey think men will not be lati~lied w:th thtU 
repentallce ... 

• This i. a conllant topic with ringleaders of tumult and (editioll i 
we find it urged by the tdmous Gabrllli Ric .. ?i, in the revolution I:c 
occaf.oned at Rome. by Maifiandlo to tllt' rabble of Nap!es, alld \Vat 
Tyl~r'5 Chaplain in tbe Kcntilb infurrcCtioll, during the reign of 
kichard H. who was fo ingen;ous to \'crlity it in the folluw41g 
mauner; 

'\Vben Adam delv'd and !:\'e fp:lIl, 
Who was then a. Gelltl.lIlau 1 

when 
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when once they are in poffeffion of them. you fee with 
what otl:entation they gild over the foulnefs of their 
ufurpations; with the unjuft, but glorious tides of 
conqueR: and good policy. Obferve, 'on the other 
hand, what gel)erally beromes of thofe who are either 
too ftupid or too pufiUanimous to follow their ex .. 
amples: they.are buried in poverty and obfcurity, or 
wear away their lives in Oavery and contempt. Ho· 
neO: fervants are fervants for ever, and good men 
are always poor: whiltl: the bold and refolute foon 
free themfelves from bondage, and the fraudulent 
and rapacious from indigence and ditl:refs. God and 
Nature have given every man the means of making 
his fortune: and it is fooner and more eafily done by 
force or circumvention, than by honeily and plain 
«1ealing. Hence it is, that we fee mankind in general 
is more prone to rapine than induftry, tiC) evil than 
good. Hence it is that we devour each - other, 
and he that is weakeft is at all times fure to come 01" 
with the worft. Force, therefore, is always to be 
ufed, when there is an opportunity : and what fairer 
opportunity than the prefent, can we ever hope for 
from the hands of Fortune? The Citizens are di
vided. the Signiory irrefolute, the Magiftrates fright
ed: fo that' before they can come to any deternli. 
nation, the matter will be over, and we {hall either 
be mafters of the wh01e City, or of fo great ,a part 
of it, as will not only procure us pardon for what is 
pait, but enable us to ketp our enemies in fuBi
cient awe for the future. I confefs the refolution is 
bold and dangerous·; but w'here the neceffity is ur-

• In this rpeech, which is othe~ife in Cbaraaer, there is, how. 
ever, this inconf1ftency, that in the former part of it, the Plebeian 
having reprefented the enterprize" as eafy, and the fneee" lIot to .be 

; c10ubted ofj" now fays, he confefi'es the refoilltion is .. bold and 
dangerous." This may either be an ovedight in the author, or pur
pofely put into the mouth of the Speaker. who i. not to be c~n
fiderelt a. an orator, but :tn illiterate' rough man, provoked by' op-

,preSion, and blinded by his paffions to fuch a degree, that wlllift be 
11 earneftly recommending revenge, he forgets what he has {aid be
fore, and contradiCts himfelf, as'it generally happens upon fueh oc
cafions. The latter perhaps, may be the cafe; fince Machiavd fays. 

gent. 
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:~:; ~~£11~~~~,ngs, is 41:~~~4~~!Pif:~d d~~~:; n~: 
courageous men. Th()fe enterprlzes that are begun 
1$¥ith for moit ar<"; 4&ownd ?'<tith 

m<"*€rB fddrBm 4xtrirB?,tE;': themldnes one 
ger, but by rifquing a greater. Befides, as we haw 
"othind but prifons and tortures, and death before 
44ur eye"; 4t pr4fnm:, "4 ... ~ to fear beh444i4g 
ourfdves like men, than from felpair, and giving up 
all for loft: for in one cafe our deftruCl:ioo is certain, 
nnd tAezn is a funz4fs. 
i iow haZ'r heard dOD the EWTf4tiable 
rice of your Tafk-mafters? how often groan under 
rhe intzsllice of dour Magiftrates? now is four time~ 
440t oely to ~ off ~ yoke, to rZ'~~iliate 
op~ffions. T~mc has wings, opportunity flies away, 
and when once paft, are never~ to be recalled. Y otl 

preps1.!i'tw:ions are making; us 
kore-hZ'rBd witd we fin the blow, 
are fu~ of viCtory, to the ruin of our enemies, and 
ihe d ourf:k::"*€; . is 

honon! many 4S, Ikcure all." 
This fpeech fo inflamed his hearers, who befote 

were fufficiently ripe for mifchief, that they deter-
rife Ikon as th<~y hafdtawn kWT<per 

accompliaes the 4zmdpiracy. and dM: 
time, ttley bound tnemfelves by an oath, to 

ftarBd dy other ~hen of dk.42m 
oppf4{n~d by Madllhates. 

But whilft they were confpiring in this manner 
againft the governments the Signiory had feeret in.-
dorm4¥:iz¥:¥:n of pro42f~4ding!ljf ~md on4 
mone della Piazza, and home others, to be appre
hended, who confeffed the whole plot, and that the 
E'i'ery day for infurradtion. 

in the ])edicatioA or this biftory to Pope Cl~ment VII. II That the 
!p~ch{s and harangll~s to the public, as~~ell as h.is own priv~te re-
nelton, obferczsznons, arz zzh<ays dszlztz"reo Wlt?FCZ.zt reftl·z.zmt <1r' 
Fcfervezz in a mtzmer CO.zlZ;§Zty£t with aEHon:.z, {2zaraEter "ad 
ltemper ,,It she pedag that or is ot The fI:;;z1.z;r i.a 
left LO judge. 
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this, confidering the danger they were in, they im
mediately fummoned the College!', together with the 
Syndics of the Arts, Rnd thofe Citizens that h'ad been 
appointed to ufe their endeavours' for tbe re-union of 
the City. But, brfure they could be got together. 
it was late at night, and the Signiory were advi'ed 
by them to confult with the Confuls of the Arts, who 
were inftantly fent for, and unanimouOy agrc:ed, that 
all the Militia of the City Chould be raifed, and or
dered the Gonfaloniers of the people to ap::ear early 
the next Morning, at the head of their 1Cvrral Com
panies under arms in the Piazza before their Palace.; 
At the time that Simone was under tonure, and the 
~itizens were atrembling, one N icculo da St. Frianof 
who took care of the clock, happl'ned to be in the 
,Palace; and being aware of what they were about, he 
ran home as tall as he could, and raifed all the 
Neighbourhood ~ fa that above a thoufand men .were 
prefently got togt-ther in arms at the PIazza di San£9 
~pirito. Upon this, the relt of the conJpirators took 
the alarm, and the J.1iazzas of Sr. PietlO Maggiole 
and St. Lounzo, (places v. hich had been apJ.-umled 
before-band tor their rend~zyous) were llkc:wlle ic-on 
tilled with armed men. Ie was now day-light in ,he 
D10rning of the twenty-firO: of July, and not above 
eighty of the militia were a1Tcmbkd to fupport .the 
Signiory i and of the Gonfaloniers, not 10 much a.s 
one appeared; for as tht:y were informed, that the 
whole City was in arms, they durO: not Hir out of 
·their houfes. The {irft of the mob that em-ered the 
Piazza of the Signiury, were thoic that had afiembleloi 
at St. Pietro Maggiore, and not bting oppol.t-d by 
the Militia, they were [oon followed by the rdt, who 
likewife meeting with no rdiO:ance, began to caU 
lipan the Signiory in a furious arid lhrt&tc::ning ma!r 
ner, to deliver up' their prifoners: but as no regard 

'was paid to their threats, they det«:rmined to ure mhd' 
means to force them to a compliance, and imme
diately fct fire to the houfe of Luigi Guicciarcini : 
upon which, the Signiory, to prevent greater mif-

chief, 
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chief, ordered the pr'ifoners to be difcharged. When 
they had thus got their accomplices late into [hti~ 
hands again, they took the G9nfalone, or Standard 
della Giufiizia, from the Elfecu:ore; undet the cover 
and :authority of which, they burnt fevcral of the Ci-: 
tizens houfes down to rhe ground, and wreaked their 
malice upon many others, againft whom they had 

, taken any pique, either on public or privare accollnts. 
Fot'if anyone of the Plebeians had been injured or' 
affronted by a particular Citizen, he led the Mob di
recUy to his enemy's houfe: nay, it was fufficient 
barely to mention the perf on's name, or [0 call our, 
ttl rutb a 1I10n's houfe, or 10 filCb a 071f!' s foOt", and imme
diately me new Gonfalonier carried the Standard that 
way. They burnt :111 the b~oks and accoun't, of th~ 
Clothier's company, and after they had do:~e a grea~ 
deal m')re mifchief, ,to crown their proceedings ,witli 
fome aaion of merit and eclaf, as thq tho~ghr, they 
knighted fixty-four Citizens: among!1: ,whom ~ere 
Sylveftro de' Medici, Bt'nedetto and Antonio cleo-Ii 
Alberti, Tomafo Strozzi, and others of their ffiends i 
though fome of them fubmitted to it with much re~ 
luCl:ance. Their levity, indeed, was very remarkable 
upon this occafion. for they conferred the hohotir of 
knighthood on forne of thofe very perfons whore' houfes 
they had burnt down but a few hours before; parti:-: 
cularly up:m Luigi Guicciardini, the late Gonfalo
nier: fuchis the caprice Of the multitude, and fo 
foon are their difgufts changed into favour and af
feBion! 

The ~igniory being thus abandoned in this perilous 
c:onjunaure by the Militia, the heads of the Arts. 
and even by their Gonfaloniers, were not a little dif~ 
mayed when they faw nobody come to their affiftance, 
as they had ordered: for out of the fixtcen compa
nies, only thofe of the the Golden Lion, and the Squir
rel, under the command of Giovenco della StUfil and 
Giovanni Cambi, made their appearance; and they 
did not flay long in the Piazza; for not being joined 
by the reft, they thought it moil prudent to draw off 

, VOL. I. 0 again. 
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again. Some of the Citizens of thdr party, feeing 
the Multitude fo outrageous, and the Palace deferted_ 
~urft no~ ftir out of their doors; others mixed wid~ 
the Mob, and went along with them, hoping thereby 
to fave their own houfes, and thofe of their friends: by 
which means the number of the people was much in
~reafed, and the Signiory left almoft alone to defend 
tbemfelves. This ferment continued all [he day; an4 
at night they fat down, to the number of fix thoufand, 
~ear the palace of Meffer Stephano, behind St. Bar: 
ilaby's Church; from whence they ~nt, in a threat
ning manner, before day-break, to dema~d the Co.
lours from the Heads of [he Arts. The next morn
ing, as foon as, it was light, they proceeded with the 
Standard of Juftice, and the; Colours of the feveral 
Arts, to the Palace of the Podefta, and demanded 
p'offetron of jt; which being refuted, they broke 
~own the doors, and forced their way into it. The 
Signiory, there-fort', being defirous to come to fame 
comrromife with them, fince they were Dot able to 
quel them by force, fent four of their body to thell1\ 
at the Palace of the Podefta, to know their demands: 
but upon their arrival .there, they found that the 
Ringleaders of the Plebeians had already fetded the; 
terms which they expeaed nom the Signiory, wilb. 
the Syndics of the Arts, and fome other of the prin-. 
cipal Citizens: fo that they returned with four De-, 
puties from the People, who made the following de
mands: That the Clothiers Co~pany fhould no lon
ger be fubjefl to the jurifdiaioD of any Magiftratc 
who was not a Florentine by birth. That there 1hould 
be three new companies of Arts added to the others I 
one of W oolcombers and Dyers; another o{ Barber:s. 
Taylors, Shoemakers, and other fuch mechanics i 
and the third, of the Trades ~hat were inferior to 
there: out of which Companies, two of the Signlo,ri 
fhould always be chofen, and three more out of the 
pther fourteen minor Arts. That the Sjgnory fhou!d 
provide Halls where thefe new Companies might mce~ 

.for 'he diipatch of bufinefs. That no p~rfon that Wal! 
. . . .' . inc;or-
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incorporated into thefe Arts Ihould be compelled to 
pay any debt under the fum of fifty * Ducats, before 
the expiration of the two next enfuing years, at which 
time the Principal only fhould be paid to the Creditor, 
and tbe intcreft into the Bank, or publick Stock. That 
all fueh as were in banilhment, or under any fentenct', 
fltodd be recalled and pardoned: and that thofe who 
had been admonilhed, fhould be made capable of en
joying any dignity or port of honour. Many other 
articles were added to there, in favour of their parti
cular friends, and to the prejudice of their enemies, 
fome of whom they infifted fhould be fent into exik, 
and others admonifhed. All which demands, griev
ous and diOlonourable as they were to t~ govern
ment, were yet deliberated upon by the Signiory, the 
CoJleges, and the Council of the People, who were 
apprehenfive of ftiU greater mifchiefs, if they did not 
comply with them. But, before a Law could be 
paffcd for that ~urpofe, it was neceITary it lhould 
have the atrent of the Common Council, which could 
Dot be obtained immediately, as it was contrary to 
cftablifhed cuftom to hold two coundls on the fame 
dar- However, as they were told that was the only 
obftacle, the Arts feemed pretty well contented, and 
the people fo well fatisfied, that they promifed to lay 
down their arms, and give no further difturbance, as 
Won as the Law they demanded lhould be paired. 
The next morning, whilft the Common Council were 
deliberating upon it, the Multitude, naturally vo
luble and impatient, got together again uneler the 
fame Colours, and returned into the Piazza bef .. re the 
Palace i where they made fuch a dreadful clamour, 
·thllil the whole Council, as well as the Signiory, were 
DOt a little terrified: and· Guerriante Marignuoli. 
ODe of the Signiors, being more irigh.ted than any 
of the reft, ran down ftairs under a pretence of {hutt
ing the gates, and fneaked away to his own hOllfe. 
He was difcovered, however, ~y the Mob; but they 

• The Silver DUcat is worth about 4S. 'd. (tertin" the Golden one 
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did not offer any fort of violence to him; and con. 
tented themfc:lves with crying. out, as he paifed thro' 
them, " that if all the Signiory did not immediately 
quit the Palace, they would murder their Children, 
and burn their houfes." In the mean time, the Law 
had paifed, the Signiory had retir~d into their pro
per apartment, and the Cour,feBors being come dc,wQ 
flairs, were 'walking in the Portico and CJoyfters, 
npeCling the immediate deftrutlion of the. City, and 
afraid to ftir out, confidering the bafenefs of the. 
Mob·, and the pervcrfenefs, or rather the pufillani
mity of thofe, in whofe power it was not only to have 
c:u.rbed, but utterly fuppreifed them. The Signiory 
were in no le(s difiraetion. andgavc up the CIty for 
loft, feeing themfelves deferred by, one of their col
leagues, and that nobody had the courage either to 
aOilt or even fo much as to comfort or advife them •. 

Whil!~ they were in this diftrers, and knew not. 
what courfe [0 take, Tomafo Strozzi and Benedetto 
Alberti, either out of ambition, and a ddireof re
maining alone in po!f<:ffion of the Palace, or perhaps 
becaufe they thought it the beft expedient to allay 
the fury of the populace, advifed them to give way 
to ir, by rdigning the Magillracy, aod retiring to 
their own houCes. . This advice, though given by 
thoie that. had been the chief fomentors and abettors 
of ·the inlurreCti.on; would have been immediatel1 

• • I.ivy's remuk is moll true. H.u lIatlml tnuflilutli"iujl; at I~t 
Iwl1lil,"(r, aUIJuptrlH dotflillatur: libtrtat",. 91'~ mtdia 91, 'lte herll,rf 
NI~.{jCl, n~c habert fciu~t; fS "~,, 1m", dtJiUft' ;ra~... intbllgtn~tl -IIIi_ 
fly/rl, qru Q'UldoJ lI/qUt rnltmpuanttl Pltbe"rlirn tlnttnos ad I-p'''". fit 
'(He} irriunt. "Such is the n:.ture of the 'nlultitude; humble aDd 
abieCt: even to ba(eDe(s lI'hc:n they ohey; but inlolent to the laft.d .. 
&1C:e. when they command. They are neitber content with Ii~ 
nor without it, nor know how to keep .any medium. And for the 
.molt part, tbere are perfons ready &nollgh to ili'dulge their paffi'cSns. 
and initate their greedy and intemperate minds to plunder. and· bhlQ4>. 
fhtd.~' Livy, lib. xxiv. c. ~s. As Milton fays of them I .. " '1 1 J 

.... They bawl fl)r fl'eedom in their {cn{de{s mood. ~ ., 
And nill revolt wben truth would ret them free. I • 

Licence they mean, \Vhen they cry Liberty; '. t ! 
For who lovel t~at, muft lirft be wife and good. 
lJut from that mark bow far they rove we lee. 
Fol' all this waftc of ,,,ealth and lora of blood. o. • 
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complied with by all the reft of the Signiory, if 
Niccolo del Bene and Alamanno Acciaivoli, who had 
a little recovc:red their fpirits, and were, moved with 
a juft indignation, had not, made anfwer, " that if 
other people had a mind to retire, it could not be 
Ilelped; but for their own parts, they were deter
mined rather to die like men, than quit the· Palace, 
or lay down their authority before the ufual time. 
This oppofition increafed, the perplexity of the Sig
Diory, and the rage of the People, to fuch a degree, 
that at laft the Gonfalonier, chufing rather to rdign 
his office in a difuonourable manner, than to main
tain it at tbe peril of his life, recommended himfelf 
to the protection of Tomaro Snozzi, who led him 
9U[ of the Palace, and conducted him to his own 
houfc:. Upon which, all the relt of the Signiory 
tbought.fit to follow the example of their Gonfa
lallier, and were led away one by one: fo .that Nic
(010 and Alamanno feeing themfelves left alone, and 
thinking it would be rather fool-hardinefs than pru
dence to fray there any longer in their circumftances, 
likewife retirc:d and left the Palace in the hands of the 
people, and the Eight that haa been appointed to atl: 
as Secretaries at War, who had not yet laid down 
their offices. 

When the people 6rA: entered the Palace, one Mi. 
chael diLando, a Woo\comber, but a bare·footed 
ragged feBow, carri~d. the Standard of J ufrice be
fore them ; and after he had gOt up to the top of the 
iteps, near ~nough to be heard by the Signiory, who 
were then fitting, he turned himfelf round to his fol
lowers, and faid to them, "You fee, my friends, 
not only the Palace, but the whole City is in your 
hands; how would you have them difpofed of?" 
Upon which, they unanimouOy cried OUt. "thac h~ 
fhould be their Gonfalonier and chief Magifrrate, and 
govern the City as he plea fed" Mich~eJ, therefore, 
who was a fhrewd fenfible fc:llow, and much more 
~bliged to Nature than Fortune, readily accepted of 
ffJe sovc:rnmC¥lt, with a defign, however, to compote 
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the City, and put an end to all difturbances as food 
as poffible. For tbis purpofe, and to keep the people 
employed, that he might have' a little time to digeft: 
his ddign's, he fent them to feareh for * Ser N uto, 
who had been appointed Provoft Marthal, or rather 
Hangman, by Lapo da Caftiglionehio. And to btgin 
his adminiftration with an appearance of Juftiee, as 
be had acquired it by favour, he caufed a P,ocla .. 
mation to be. i1r~ed, that nobody fhould dare to burn 
or plunder any man's boufe for the future: to en
force the obfervance of which, he ordered a Gibbet 
to be ereCled in the. great Piazza. After Ihis, in or
der for a further reform of the City, he immediately 
turned all the Syndics of the Arts out of their offices, 
-:Jeprived the Signiory and Colleges of their authority, 
.. nd Kurnt the old 1mborfations. In the mean time, 
the Mob had brought Ser N uto into the _ Piazza, 
where they hung him \lP by one leg upon the Gib
bet; and as every one tore away a joint, or a piece of 
his fItfh, in two or three minutes, there was nothing 
left of him but one of his feet. On the other hand, 
the Eight Secretaries at W .. r, thinking the govern. 
ment of the City devolved upon them, fince the at>. 
dieatioll· of the late Signiory, had already appointed 
• new one: but Michael being informed of it, fena 
them word to quit the Palace immediately, for he in
tend¢d to let everyone ftc that he knew how to go
vern Florence without thei" advice or affiftance.·· He 
then called together aU the Syndics of . the Arts, and 
appOintl'd a new Signiory, confifting of Eight mem
bers: four of which were chofen out of the PIe .. 
beians, two out of lhe greater companies, and two 
more out of the lers. He likewife reformed the other 
branches of lhe Magiftracy, and divided it into three 
jurifdiaions, 'one of which was to adminifter juftice. 

• The II.lian word M~lirt. or MtI" <which i. a tontra8ioD of 
it) is a title of re~pca prefixed to the proper name of·a man, and 
anfwers to our Mr. But tbe word S~r, which is mil a further ab
breviatien, is rather a. term of diminution and iAferiority. Inel 
lumetimesof contempt, aa we fay ill Engliih, Mlljltr fIlCh a on!. 
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to the new Companies, another to the greater, and 
a third to the lefs Arts. He gave; t~e reftts of all the 
1hops upon the old Bridge to Sylvdl.ro de' Medici, 
and took the Podefteria, or Bailiwic of Empoli, him
{elf: befides whiCh, he was very liberal to many other 
Citi2ens, who had 'befriended the Plebeians, not only 
out of gratitude for paft favours, but to engage them 
to fupport him in future againft envy. ' 

But in this reformation of the State, the Plebeians 
thought Michael had been too partial to fome of the 
principal Commoners, and that they themfelves had 
not ruch a fhare in the governmenr, as was fufficient 
to defend, much lefs to maintain them in it; where
fore, 'according to their ufual infolence, they again 
took arms and ran in a tumultuous manner under' 
their Colours into the Piazza, calling to the Signiory 
to come out upon the Ringheria, there to deliberate 
upon new matters, which they had to propore to them 
for their own fecurity, and the good of the public. 
But Michael being well acquainted with their arro
pnce, and not caring to exafperate them too far, be
fore he knew what their demands were, gently repri
manded them for applying in fo clamorous a manner .. 
exhorting them to Jay down their arms, and atrurin~ 
them, that they fhoutd find the Signiory ready to com
_ply with any thing that was reafonable; but that it 
was not confiftent widi their dignity to fuffer it to be 
e:toned from them by compulGon. This anfwer fo 
tn'taged th'e multitude againn thofe in the Palace~ 
that they drew off to a place near St. Mary's new 
Church. where they appointed eight heads over them~ 
with other fubordinate Officers and Magiftrates, ro 
~ive rhem more dignitf and reputati0'l: fo that th,o 
city had now two Trlbunals, and wat ~verned by 
tWo diRintl: adminiftrations. Thefe heads refolved 
amongft themfelves, thar ,eight perfons, to be chofen 
by their own new Companies, fhould always refidc 
with the Signiory in the Palace, and that whatfoever 
was rerolved Oh by the others, fhould not pars into ~ 
law, till it had- their atrent. They took away aU ho:. 
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nours ,and emolument$ which had been granted to 
Sylvdlro ~'Medici, and Michael di Lando, in thdr 
former deliberations; and affigned places a.nd penfions 
to feveral of their own partifans, the better to fupport 

. ~he dignity of their refpettive offices. After the~ ha~ 
come to thefe refolutions, to make them more cHi·c
rual, they fent two deputies to the Signiory, wh~ 
'were to infift upon havin,g them cO.nfirmed by thr . 
Council~, and to threaten them with violence in. cafe 
it 1hould be refur~d. . Thefe deputies, accordingly, 
delivered the fubft:ance of their Commiffion to thl! 
Si3niory, with m'uch boldnefs a'nd prefumptian', re
proaching the Gonfalonier with the authority they ha~ 
(.'onferred on him, the favours he had received from 
them, the ingratitude, an~ fupercilious manner i~ 
which h~ had finc~ behaved; and concluded their 
fpeech with fuch menaces, that Michael, not able to 
bear with fo intolerable a degree of infolence any lon
ger, determined (with a refolution more fuitable [~ 
d.e dignity of his new office, [han [he meanners of 
'llis birth) to chafiife this height of audacioufnefs i~ 
an exemplary manner; and having drawn a fwor~ 
which he had by his fide, after he had given them fe
oyeral cuts with it, he ftnt them tied {leek and heel~ 
to prifon. . . '. .. .' 

As foon as the Plebeians heard of this, they wer~ 
~r.Aamed [0 the laO: c.egree, and refolved [0 ute vio
lence to obtain their ends, now other means had fail
ed: for w'hilh purpofe, they moved forwards in • 
furious and diforderly manne~, direCl:ly towards the 
Patac~ with a ddign to force their way into ir. Mi
,chad in the mean time, apprehending [he confequenc~ 
of \\ hat he had donc.-, determined to be befcre hand 
w:th [hem, Inking it more honourable [0 {hike tb~ 
firft blow, t . to fray cooped up within the walls of 
~:le Palace, [I be was attacked by the enemy and 
forced to fneak out of it, as the late Gonfalonier had 
done to his great mortification and difgrace. He; 
therefore alrembled a confiderable body of the Citi
zens, who now began to repent of their folly, and 
.. . . " pu~~ 
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.potting himfc:lf at the head of them on horfeback • 

. fle proceeded towards St. Mary·s. with an in~en~ to CQ

.gage t~e Multitude. The P~ebeians likewifc, as we 
have juft fai!i, had already determined to attack him, 
and were moving forward towards the Palace at the: 
fame junaure fpr that purpofe; but as eacl1 fide hap.
prned to take a diift'renc rpute, they did not meet l?, 
Jhe way.. Vpon which, Michael turning back agaiq, 
and findmg the: Mob had got poffc:ffion of the Piaz~ 
and were going to make an alfault \lpon the Palace. 
inftantly fell upon them ~nd difperfed them, drivjnc 
fome of them quite out of the City, and forcing the 
reO: to throw away ~heir arms and hide themfc:lves. 
This viaory put an end to the tumult; a vitlory 
gained entirely by the magnanimity and good conduCt 
.of the Gonfalonier, who upon this occalion, fhewe<J. . 
himfdf' in valpur, generofilY. and prudence, far fu~ 
.perior to any other Citizen, and well deferves to ~ 
numbered amongft thofe' few [hat have: been real be- , 
nefaCtors to their Country. for if he had been of 
aD ambitious or felf~intereLl:ed difpofitioo, the Re~ 
publick mull: have totally loll: its liberty, a:nd relapfe~ 
Weo a more intolerable degree of fervitude than it was 
under the tyranny of ~he Duke of Athens. But hi~ 
integrity would not (uffe~ him to cherifh any defigl;l 
chat Alight be prejudicial to the good of the public. 
and his .prudeflce taught him to condutt himfelf ia 
fuch a manner, as not only g~ined him the firft plac<: 
and confidence of his own party, but enabled him to 
triumph over that of his enemies. Thefe proceed
~ngs ftruck a terror into the Plebeians, and opene6 
~he eyes of the better fort of people, who cO\1ld not 
.help wondering at their own ftupidity, that after they 
had fupprdred the pride of the Nobility, they could 
.fa patiently fubmit to be infulted by th~ very dregs 
and refufe of the city. 
. When Michael obtained this viaary over the Ple
beians, the new Signiory was already appointed, two 
'~f whom were of fo bare and abjett condition,' that·' 

~~:rr ~~~ !c~m~4 d~~r~u~ ~~ rid themfelves o! {~~~ 
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infamous Magiftrates: fo that on the firft of Septem
~r ~ when the new Signiory entered upon the Magi-, 
ftracy, and the others were coming out of the PalaCe 
Gate, there began to be an uproar in the Piam. 
which was fl1ll of armed men, who fhouted out with 
one voice, Ie that they 'would have no Plrbeians in 
the Signory." The reft of the Signiory therefore, in 
order to appeafe them, degraded their two aEociates, 
one of whom was named Tira, and the other Baroe
cio, and chofe Georgio Scali and FrancilCo di Mi
chaele in their room. They likewife diffolved the 
Plebeian Companies, and deprived all thofe of their 
offices that had any connexion with them, except Mi
chael di Lando, Ludovico di Puccio, and fome few 
others of the beft of them: and in the laft place. 
they divided ,the fubordinateMagiftracy into two fe
parate jurifdictions, one of which was to prefide over' 
the greater Arts" and ~he other over the lefs. For the 
Signiory, it was only provided in general, that five of 
that body !hould be drawn out of the leIs Companie~. 
and four out of the greater; and the Gonfalonier al
ternately out of each. 

In this manner the tranquillity of the city was rtf
eftab1i!hed for that time: and though the government 
of the republick was taken out of the hands of the 
Plebeians, yet the lower Companies had more power 
than the chief Commoners, who were forced, how. , 
ever to be content with what they had, in order tG 
fatisfy the Arts, and' ro deprive the Plebeians of their 
countenance and amftance. Several others likewife 
that wHhed to fcc thofe kept down, who. under the 
~ame of the Guelph party, had treated many of their 
fenow Citizens with fuch infolence and indignity, re~ 
joiced at this regulation; and as Georgio Scab. Be" 
Redetto Alberti, Sylveftro de' Medici, and Tomaro 
Strozzi were the principal of thofe who favoured and 
promoted it, they became in a manner the chief 'go. 
vernors of the city. Thefe proceedings, however. 
and this new model of government revived the old 
divifions betwixt the more confiderable Commoners 
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_d the lower fort of Mecbanicks, which had. 6rft: 
been occafioned by the ambition Of the Ricci and Al
bizi: and became they afterwards produced terrible 
confcquencts, and we fball often have octafion to 
(peak of them in the courfe of this hiltory, we fball 
henceforward diftinguifb thefe two faflions by the 
Names of the Popular and the Plebeian. 

This conftitution of government lafted three years. 
:I period which, though {hort, abounded with Exe ... 
cutions and Banifhments: for as thofe that we~ 
chiefty concerned in ~he· adminiftration well knew 
there'were great numbers of Malecontents both within 
the city and without it, they lived in perpetual fear 
and alarm. The difaff"efled within the walls, eithe'r 
aCtuaJJy did, or were fuppofed to cabal daily againft 
the SEate; and thofe without, being no longer undet 
any refiraint, were continually raifing difturbances 
abroad by the aftiftance of foreign Princes or Repub~ 
lies, fometimes in one part, fometimes in another. 

Therc was then al ,Bologna one Giannozzo da Sa. 
lemo, a commander employed in the fervice of Carlo 
Durazzo (a defcendant from the Royal Family of Na. 
pies) w~o defigning, if poffible, to wrtft. that King ... 
dom out of the hands of QEeen Giovanna, kept this 
general in pay at t~e expence of Pope Urban, be. 
ewist whom and the Queen there had lately been great 
contdb. There was likewife a vaft number of the 
Flori'ntine exiles in Bologna at the fame time, who 
held a clofc correfpond~nce with him and his mafter 
Carlo, which gave great uneafinefs to the governors 
of Florence, as they were the more camy prcvailed 
upon thtrcQY to give credit to the malicious reporti 
that w~re raifed of fuch Citizens as they fufpeB:ed be'": 
fore. In the mean time, whilft the Magiftrates Were 
under thcre appreben6ons, they received intelligence 
that Giannozzo was aaualJy to march towards Flo
~nce at the head of tbe exiles, and that many within 
the WaUs, were ready to take up arms at his arriva. 
tJ\ere and deliver up the city to him. Upon this in
fo!~~~onl nu~bers Were a~cufe:d; the: chief of whom 

.I. Yicre 
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were Pietro degli Albi~j, Carlo and Philippa Strozzi. 
Cipriano Mangioni, Jacopo-.Sacc:heni, .Damato Bar
badori, and Giovanni Anfdmi, who· were all com
mitted to priton, ~xcept Cario. Stro~zi. and he fled. 
Befides which, the Signioryordered Tomaro Strozzi 
!lnd Benedetto Alberti to patrole the city with fome 
Companies of the Militia,· in order to ·deter any onc 
from rifing in favC?ur of the enemy. After the Pri
roners had been examined and nothing·criminal could 
be proved againft them, the Magil.l:rate was going to 
acquit and dlfcharge them: upon which,. their ene
mies immediately called the people together and raifed 
ruch a ferme.nt by their clamours and calumnies, that 
lie was forced to pafs fentence of death upon them. 
And though Pietro degli Albizi had be~n more ho
noured and refpecred in Florence for a long courfe of 
y('ars than any other Citizen of his time; yet neither 
'he deamers of fuch an eftablifhed reputation, nor the 
fplendor of his family availed him any thing. It hap? 
pened not long before, whilft he was regaling his 
fellow Citizens one dayat a great entertainment which 
he had made for them,. that fame perlon unknowQ 
(perhaps a true friend with a cleGgn to put him in 
lDind of moderation in fo remakable a degree of prof
perity, or very lik~ly it might be an enemy, who did. 
~t to terrify him with the apprehenfion of fome fudden 
change, when he conGdered the volubility of fortune) 
fcnt.him a falver of fweetmcats and amongft them a 
large nail, which being obfeJved ahd handed about 
the table from one to another, was whimfically inter
preted as an admoni~ion to nail down the wheel of 
.fortune now he was go~ to the top of it * ~ as it muLl: 

• In tbe confulfhip of L. Gen"tius, and L •. }Emili!!s Mamercu .. 
the plague continuing to affliCt the Romans, thev had recourfe to 
the ceremony of driving a nail, whkh had never been done before. 
but to keep an account 9£ the yean, (quia rar:!: per ea tempora li~ 
terll: erant, fays Livy) accordill~ to an an dent Law, .. that the 
Great Prztor fhould drive a nail on the third day of Septeftlber.,o 
From tbat time thi. political ceremony \l!aB turned into (upertirion. 
and fimple people were made to believe, that tbis aCtion would be 
eff'eilual ~o avert public calamities, or at Icaft to nail them down~ 

of 
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of necefliey happen, if the -rotation continued, l'hat • 
he would fometime or other be whirled to the bot-, 
tom: and this prognoftication tlras indeed fully vc> : 
rifled by his fudden faU and unfortunate end., . 

Thefe executiOflS occafioned frefh murmurs and· 
difcontenu in the city: fo that both-. thofe thuhad' 
got tbe upper hand, and thofe that, were depreff'ed,' 
lived in cOQtintJAl fear and fufpicion of ca,ch other.J 
Dreadful indeed were the confc::ql1ences which flowed 
from the apprehcnfiOriS of the' for~r; as every little 
accident furnilhed them' ,vith j1 handle to trample up
on their fellow Citizens; fome of, whom· they daily 
either put U) ,deatb, admonilhed, or.' fent 'into exile. 
They likewlf~:' made '{(v:erat, new :Jaws, to' ftreni;therf; 
their hands, and ,keep, thofe ,down of whom che, ;e .... 
tertained t-he leaR: f~lpiciqn: bdidesl which, tb~' ap'':'~ 
poinred forty.fIx CO'm'miffioners, who by the,:atlth~. 
rJl.y of the' Signior.y were, ~ .purge the CoMmon
Wtalth ofaUdifaffet1:ed perrons. ' Tbefe CommjmoM~$ 
~amonifhea "hicty~nlne CllizeDS~ degraded fcv~ .. al --of 
the bigher'rank,- an.d'exalted many Of the'lowe',. :' ancl 
to dcf~n4 ~hemfel)les againft 'an-y danger from'~broad; 
dley took,t-john Ag.uto into fhcir pay, an '~nglifh . \' ' ~ " , .. 

. .. ' ) 

and retatd; t~eil' .pro~re(s. '_ This. nail ,v~ •. of braC,? and driven'!nto 
the 'wall bClimd tHe Chapel of MInerva, tn tbe CapItol, on the nght 
hand of ue TCqlple of Jupiter Capitolinus; and to perform this ce
remony, a Di.Ctator was purpolely created, Vid. Danet in yoce Cla
YIV. "ld Livy, lib, vii. c. l' Pl'obahly this migb.t be a cullom. 

, aiUonilt: tbe Italians when this tranfaCtion. happened, and derived 
nOID i'Se ancient Romans; fal~ce they bave been- -rorward enObr'l. to 
iniitate- them in many OIlIer rit~ and m\)d~s ,of worlhip, aa the late 
pr. Middleton has fully Ihewn in qis Jetfer from ,Rome. , . , 

t This Jobn Agut'o. or Augut (ali he iSCOTCuptly called by tbe Itla
fllni) before-mentioned in the ii,l1: book of, this hilte .. y. was Sir 
lohn Hawkw'oud, an EliglHh Knight; who wat Co ftighly elleemed in 
1t:1Iy for hi~ coi~t.a.&e and ,military c:o,nduCt,th~t th~ Seaate of ~Io
leBec honoured hIm for b~s cxtl'aordmaT), merltJ" with aD Equcftnan 
'St.tuc, and a magnificent monument, as a per.petual teftimony of hi. 
~falotir and fidelity. Tbe ,Italian hiRo) ian ... refull of 'his,great eJt
'l~its. and Paolo Jovi<? ("feu rates them i,:, Ilia ,F.Jogie.. I ~a,1\ only 
Cluote the four follow1Jlg verfes c:onc;erntng him out of Glullo Fer • 
.101&0. , ~ 

Hawkwood, An&1<>rum deeus, er dec us, addite, senti 
- ltaliea:, ltalic:o prrelidiulnque folo; , 
Vt himuli qoun~lam Fl,jj'cntia, lie Simulac:hri 

. Virtuteut' JOYiul donat 1I0no1'c tuam. 

Com-
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Commander ~f very great reputat ion, who had been 
many years in the fervice of the Pope and other Ita
lian Princes. Their apprehenfionJ from abroad chi~8y 
arore from the intelligence they had received that 
Carlo Durazzo was railing a powerful army to invade 
tbe Kingdom of Naples, as it was &iven out, and 
tbat he had a great number of the Florentine exiles 
under his banners. But to guard againlt the danger 

lIawkwood, wh .... &gland boatl her ftOllteit fon. 
And glad Italian. their Prcfervc:r own, 

. A (bidy tomb as grateful Florence gave, 
So lear11e4 Jo~io docs tby piaure fave. 

Thil renowoeci Khight tbu. celebrated abread, wal aegle8ed aacl 
JiJad no honoun paid to hit memory at bOllie f esc:cpt tbat (ollie of 
h3 fellow foldien and followen in the foreign W3r.. founde4 a 
_lin..,.' Iior bim at ClIftI. Henningham, in Elfex, tbe place of bit 
birth. ~d for two of bia Companionl, Jobn Oliver. and Thomas 
Newington. E~CJuires. Vid. Camden's Bdtannia, Vol, i. p. -.,0 •. &c.' 
coacl Edit. by Bdlaop Gibfon. 

Tbe account Jiven of him b)' Collier. i. at foUowsa If lie was bora· 
at Sibbie Henmngham. in Elfes. in tbe reign of Edward III. Ilia. 
:Eztraaion was mean, bi. Education fuitable, but hi, improvement 
in arIDS wonderful. Hi, father was Gilbert Hnkwoocl, a TanDer. 
1rbo bound him apprentice to a Taylor. in LoncIoa. But I»eiac 
preft'ed into the King·, fervice in hi, French wan, be bebaved him
Jelf Co valiantly. that it _at Rot long before he got a company of 
,oot, and was aft~twarda knighted for fome lood"' (ei'vicct. .' HiM .. 
ever. at a peace was concluded foon after betwillt the two Crown .. 
and hi. ebte wat not fuflicient to maintain his Title with dipit,. he 
.... t into Ibl, with fome Englilh force. to advance his fortune; 
There he Clrved fidt. with goOd {uccers, under John, Marquis of 
Montferrat; next, uackr Galeano, Duke of Mil:m. at the tOm. 
citation of Bernabo. the Duke's brother; with wbom he was in fucb 
eftc:e1D for bit facceliful Ylllour. that be Ine bim Domitia. his Paup. 
ler. ill marriage, witb a dower fuitable to her bh"th. This aUiaice 
fpread hi, fame far and aear, chiefly throushout Italy: Jet ejtb« 
upon further hopei, or fome dif,ui. he quitted tbe Cernceof his 
father-in.law, and went oyer to ~ enemy. Afterwards be went to 
llome. where the Pope made bim commander in cbief of bia fore ... 
in an upedition for the recovery of part of Provence. _hida 
.had revolted from him. Wben he bad effeaed this, he entered i __ 
the pay of tbe Florentines, whom be ferted fo fucce(sfuI7. that he .a. IOoUd IlJIOD al tbe bel foldier of tbat age. He' died at Plo
.rence ill a very advanced age. Anno 13941 and in t~e 18tb of RI. 
chard II. Tbe Florentines. to perpetuate the memo,.,. of hi, Jl:Cal 
nploita, and faithful rervice to their ftate. bonoured him With a 
Statue and a fomptuou, Monument, Hi's friends alfo raifed him ole 
of Stone at Sibbie Henninttham. arcbed over with a rcprefc:Dtation Of 
Hawks eying ia a wooel, In allu60n to his aante. But it is I\OW ut. 
terly deltroyed by time. He bad a Son named John, born ill Italy, 
whl! WI. K.nighted, and naturalized ~ the r~ign of H~Dry IY. 

With 
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~iJh which .they were threatned from that quarter. 
tbe; not only put their l\1ilitia i~ good order,. bQt 
raifed a large fum of mqney; and when Carlo had 
~vaa£~d as far as Arezzo, they made him a prefene 
of forty tboufand Ducats, 'Jpon ~ promife that he. 
tlould not moleH: them. He accordingly proceeded 
i,a his march to ~nvade the territori(s of Q.ueefl GiQ .. 
vanna, and having made bimfelf maH:er of the KiDS" 
dom of N~ples, be fent her prifoner into Hungary. 
1I°c this Cuccefs ~armed the governors of Florence 
aill DlOJ'C, who could not natter themfelves that the 
~w King would have a, greater. regard to their bribe, 
th:4n the allilUlce which had always fubfifted betwixo 
lUI f •• ly and the faCtion of the Guelphs, whom ther 
~d fo gri~voufly opprcff'ed. 

TMfc f\lfp\cioDS growing ftronger and ftronger 
every day, made them bc:h.ave with more rigour tQ 
tbe ether. party: a maDn~r Qf pro~eeding that onl, 
(erved to ,mq'~iply their difcontents, and to increafe, 
inftead of allaying their own fears, which were not ~ 
ticde Jleigbtcned by the infolence of Georgio Scali anel 
Tomaro Stl'Q~z.i, whofe autbority was much Cuperio~ 
~ tflat of thl; l4aSifl:rates» and therefore they- all 
~ in great a)'We of chofe two Citizens, as the)' 
~new it "as in their.power, if they fuould join tho 
~1elJeiaos, to turn them entirely out of the admi .. 
Diftration. This intemperate and tyrannical manne( 
of goycming began to grow intolerable', not QDly 
to aU sQOd Citizens, b~~ even to the fcditious t~m ... 
felv,.; a.Dd it. was not pomble that the arrogance of 
Georgio Scali in particular could be lo~g fuppo(ted~ 
1t happened accordingly foon after, th.t fomQ of his 
IDformers aecured onc Gio~anni di Cambio of con~ 
fpiriog aBainft the State: bt.)t as he was found in,. 
opccnt of the crime th~t was laid to his charge.. tho 
Magiftra~. who was theD the Captain of the people. 
adjudged that the accufer fhould fuffer t~ fame pu~ 
a¥.Qlmcnc thft,t would h~ve been i~flitted upon Cambio 
if he had beeD proved guilty. GeOtg~ therefore 
pe,c:civiog t(las all his a~Ehoritf and int~c;e.fiion.s fot 

him 
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him were in vain, went together with Tomaro Srrozzi 
at the head of a Mob which they had raired, and 
having refcued him by force, they plundc:red the Cap
tain's Palace and obliged him to hIde himfelf for fear 
of being murdered. Thi~ outrage fo highly difgufted 
the whole city, that his enemies thought thc:y had 
now a fair opportunity not only of wreaking their owB' 
private revenge upon him, but of delivering the 
Commontvealth out of his hands and the hauds of 
the Plebeians, who had fo unmercifully tyrannjz~d 
Over it for the fpace of three years. And this deftgfl 
was not a little promoted by the Captain's behaviour, 
who went direaly to the Signiory as foon as the tu~ 
mult was over, ,and told them, " that, as they had 
done him the honour to confer that office 'upon him, 
he had accepted it with pleafure, upon a prtf\lm~tion 
that he was to ferve good .and virtuous tnen., 'and whO' 
would have taken arms, if necHfary, .to favour the 
€ourfe of juftice, and not· to obtlrutl: it. ' But: ftnce 
he had feen enough of their manner of go~erl'ling the 
city and behaving tbemfelves, that poft which he had 
fa chearfully accepted in hopes of advanci~g his own 
fortUne and reputation u well as krvingtl\e Com
monwealth, he fhould 'much more chearfuUy 'refign; 
to avoid further danger and fave himfclf from, utter 
ruin." Upon this, fome of the Signiory, after they 
had perfuaded the Captain to continue in his·office, by 
givi~g him fair words and promifing' tbeY"·would 
,take care that he fhould not only be indemnified 
for the lors he had already fuftained, but, that he 
lhauld live in (('curiey for the future,. immediatelY' 
entered into a confultation with fuch of the Citizens 
1lS they thought wilhed well to their country anti 
were the leaft fufpech:d of difafT"ettion; in which it 
was concluded that now or never would be the time 
to deliver the city from the yoke of Scali and the 
Plebei~n faaion, as he" hael alienated the affeCtions 
of the generaliry by this laft enormity. They r~ 
folved therefore to make ure of the opportunity be-' 
fore the paffions of the people fubfidcd, well know-

ing 
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ing that the favour of the multitude is foon loft and 
as foon r~gainl"d by any little accidc:-ntal circumftante .. 
And to condull: the affair to a happy iffue, they 
thought it abfolurely neceffary to draw Benedetto AI": 
~rti into a concurrence with their defign, without 
whofe a:ffiftance the undertaking feemed too ra1h and 
dangerous. 

Benedetto, tho' a man of immenfe fortune, \\"as ytt 
very humane, ftriB: in his morals and principles, a 
fteady friend to the liberties of hi, country, and fuffi.~ 
ciendy difgufted at the tyrannical proceedings of the 
governmeht: fo that it was no difficult matter to en
gage him in any meafures that might contribute to the 
downfall of Scali. For as the infolence and op
prcomon of the principal Commoners a:ld' the Guelph 
faaion had made him their enemy and a friend to the 
Plebeians: fo, wh~n he faw the latter purfuing' the 
very fame meafures, he quickly detached himfelf 
from them, and Had not the leaft hand in any of the 
late injuries and violences that had been offered to 
his fellow Citizens; the fame motives, that at' 6rft 
inclined him to take part with the Plebeians, after
wards determining him to leave them. Having thus 
brought Benedetto and the Heads of the Ans into 
their defign, they feized upon Georgio Scali; but 
Tomafo Strozzi made his efcape. The very next 
day he was beheaded, which ftruck fuch a terror 
into his parry. that not fo much as one of them of-

. fered to ftir in his favour, though tht'y crowded in 
great numbers to fcc his execution. When he came 
to (uffer death in the face of that very people which 
had fo lately worfhipped him with a degree of ido
latry, he could not help complaining of the hardnefs 
of his deftiny and the wickednefs of thofe Citizens, 
who, by their oppreffions, had forced him .to court 
and carefs a Rabble in which he found there was 
ntither honour nor gratitude. And fC'eing Bt"nedetto 
Alberti at the head of the guards that furrbundcd the 
fcatfuld, he turned himfelf towards him and faid, 
., Can you too, Benedetto, ftand tamc:ly by, and fee 
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me murdered in this vile manner? I affurc you, if 
you was in my circumiancet, and I iI) yours, I" 
would not fuffer you to' be treated fo: but, remem .. 
ber that I tell you, this is the laft day of my misfor
tQneS, and the firft of yours." He thcn bewailctl 
tl~ own folly in having trufted to the fidelity· of the 
Plebeians, which he might well have known is ever 
lial>1e co be {haken and feduced by any little fuf
,icion, ,mifreprefentation, or bla1~ of envy. Witk 
theCe lamentations be ended his life in the midft of 
his ~ncmies to' their great exultation: after which. 
fome of his chief Confidants were a1fo put to dead, 
and their bodies dragged through the !beets by the 
people. 

His <kath threw tlit whole city into a ferment: for, 
during the execution, many of the Citizeas had take. 
arms in favour of the Signiory and Captain of thct 
people; and many others to gratify their OWft reveagc 
or private ends. And as the city was full of different 
humours, aJmofi: everyone had a feparate view, and 
was eager to accomplifh it befQre he laid down bis
arms. The ancient NObility, now called Gr.nd~.· 
could not bear to live any longer without fome fhan:
in the public honours, and exerted their mmoft: ef
forts to recover them: for which purpore, they co ... 
deavoured to have th.e Captains of 'he Arts reftorcd 
co their former authority. The Heads of the popu
lar faaion and the greater Arts were difgufted thar 
the government of the Race was fhared in comftIQA 
with tbem by the inferior Arts and Plebeians: the ita
ferior Arts, i!JRead Df giving up alt)' part of their 
authority, were very de.firous to mcreafe it: and me 
Plebeians were afraid of haviAg their new Companie. 
difIolved. From thefe different views and app~kn
fions it came to pafs, that, there wu nothing to be 
feeD in Florence ~ut tumults for,the fpace of a whoJe 
year: for fomemnes the Grandees, fol'MtUncs the 

. @reater, fometimes the lefs Arts~ and fomctimes the 
Plebeians wrre in an uproar; and it often hap&xaed 
·that they all took BJmS at the {ame lime ia diffeR!DK 

part,. 
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p;arte Rf £hi: city. Sp thJt there "ere frequent !kir
mifbn ~4 fra.ys ~twixt tll~m _nq tp~ gllards pf ~ 
p~~e: fQr u,e Sigqiqry fa(JV:Cime$ ~y oppofiog, anJl 
~times by givjpg ~~y to t.h~m, cQdejlvoured bt 
.u poOible DJ~ns ~9 Snp fame rctpedy for fud~ dif
fJ'8t.l:ion!S. ,A.r. 1411: bQW~.er, after ~W9 ~pnferencQS 
had ~"htUl, .nd I:wq Bali~ inO:itl,1~~4 fOF' ~be rc
fQrJJl'cion ~f file ~ity" ~t,Cr ~any mifchiefs a.lld mo~ 
.P!UJgcTs Mel U'o~l,s, IL fprlll f# govcrnmept 'W' • 
.fC~bljlh~ for the f~£\,Ir.e; by w,hicb it W~ provj~~. 
:~at flll fllf:lJ.· Qlolj11c;l b, recalJ~d a.s had Qeen bmifbc~ 
.nn~ $yl~eftro ~t Med~i WflS GOlJfuQnicr. That ~Jl 
~~ ",d appoin~mClJfB which had l>eeo cODferrc~ 
Ja, t~ :P~li~ of J;178 ihQUld be ;&boJifhed: Th4t the: 
~~9 ~ Cpmp'ojes 1.h91,lld be di(folyed. an" their 
individuals reincorpor~ed into t"cir r~fpetlive Ar~ 2 
'fllat ~ ipfcrior Ar.ts JhQu)4 not ~hufe any GQnfa
lpniudi GiQilizia: That ini\efld of efljoying Ql)e 
'W ()f the public honours, they fhould now be Ii· 
~_~~ ~Q qQC ,third, and tho{~ t90 Qf the lower r;ln~. 
So ~at W: POPli;lr Nobility 'I)d the Guelph$ r,
.-rumcd their fup~rioritf in ~he Government of tlJe 
St.~; an~ .the Plebeians were lltterly difpolrelJ"ecl ~l 
it, aft~r they. had ,heJd it from the year '378 till 
13~ I, at which ~ime this revolution happened. 

The new .-dminiO:ration however was no lefs grie,.' 
~ and oppreffive to the Citizens ,~ .firO: than that 
of the Ptebe~fJs'''''d been: for fevend of the l'opl11at 
Wo~ility. who had {hewn themfc:1ves Ute forw.ardcO: 
in fppppr~ing the ·people, and many of the Jie~ds pf 
the Plebeians were banjfhed: amoQgft the r~rt w.as 
M~hael di L.ndo, whom neithe.r the remembranl=e 
Qf his for~r great merit and authorj~ in reftrainilllg 
,he fury of ·the pop1l1a,ce when they wer, fo lice~
~iQuOy plPfldcring the dty, nor any other confider .. 
ation, was .fufflcient to prOtea from the rtrentment oE 
'he governing pucy. Su~h was the gratitude of big 
~~ntrya-Icn for hill lormer fervices l and from thi, 
impolitic manner of prQCeeding in Princ(s 3nd ~ 
~Ul\ors of ~OJDmonwealths, i, l\appens ,bat men na .. 
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turally growing difgufted at their il1~timed feverisy 
and ingratitude, often incur their difpleafure beron: 
they are aware of it. Accordingly, as fuch executions 
and banifhments had ever been difapproved of by Be
nedetto Alberti, he could not hdp blaming the a tt
thors of thofe that had lately happened, both in pub. 
lie and in private company. Upon which the go
vernment began to graw fufpicious ~of him as a fa
vourer of the Plebeian party, and one that had con
fented to the death of Georgio Scali, not out of any 
real difapprobarion of his condutt, but that he might 
the more eafily get the reins of government ineo his 
own hands. His daily converfation and behaviour 
increafed their fufpicions to fuch a degree, that they 

· kept a {tria watch over him, and refolved to take the 
firft opportunity of ruinin~ him. 

Whilft they lived in th1s manner at home, they 
did not fuffer much from abroad, though indeed they 
were not altogether without their alarms. For about 
this time Lewis of Anjou came tnto Italy with an army 
to drive Carlo Durazzo out of the Kingdom of N aplc:s 
and to rdnnate Queen Giovanna. His arrival threw 
the Florentines into no little perplrxity: for Carlo as 

· their old friend and Ally demanded _ their aRiftance ~ 
whilft 1.ewis on the other hand, infifted upon their 
ftanding neutral if they expected any future favour 
or good offices from him. That they might ftem 
willing therefore to oblige Lewis, they difchar~rd 
Sir John Hawkwood from their fervicc: and at the 
fame time, to amft Carlo, they prevailed upon his 
Any Pope Urban to take that commander into hi! 
-pay. This double dealiflg was ex(eedingly refentr-d 
by Lewis, w.ho .cafily faw through it: fo- that when· 
frdb fuecours arrived in Tuftany from France, to 
enable him to carry on the war againft Carlo in 
Puglia, he joined the exiles from Arezzo, and having 
forced his way into that town by their affiftance, he 

. drove out the governing party there which adhered to 
Carlo. He likewife determined to have changed the 

· government of·F!orc:ncc, but was prevented by death, 
· which 
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which gav.e a new turn to affairs in Puglia and TuC
.cany; for Carlo then firmly eftablilhed himfelf in a 
Kingdom which he had in a manner given up for 
Joil: and the FJorcntiaes, who were fomething du
bious, whetber *y lhouldbe able to defend their 
own city, refolved to make themfelves mailers of 
Arezzo. which they bought of the garrifon that Lewis 
had left in polfe:ffion of it. Afccc Carlo had tho
roughly [etded himfelf in Puglia, he lefe his wife 
there with his two children, LadiOaus and Giovanna 
,(as we have .elfewhere related) and went to take pof
[emon of Hungary, which Kingdom bad devolved to 
him by r.ight of inheritance, but died there foon after 
he was crowned. 

Greater rejoycings never were feen in any city, even 
for a victory of lheir own, than there were in Flo
rence, both in public and in private. upon this ac
quifie;on; many families keeping open houfes, and 
vying with tbe public in the pomp and extravagance 
of their entertainments. But none of them were to 
'be compared to thofe made: by the family of the AI,. 
,berti, .the fplendor and magnificence of which were 
fo far .above the condition of any private perfon, that 
they would have done honour to a Prince. This 
o,ftentation excited mucb envy amongft their fdlow 
Citizc:ns, which, added to the fufpicion that the go
vernment had already conceived of Benedeno, a~ 
laft proved his ruin: for they could not quiet their 
apprehenfions, whiUl: they thought be was taking 
thefe fteps to reconcile the Plebeians to him. in order 
to drive them out of the city whenever be thought 
proper.. . 

Whilft they were indulging thefe jealoufies, it hap
pe&lC'd, that be was drawn Gonfalonier of the Com
panit"s. and his Son.ill-Jaw Philippo Magalotti, Gon
taloni,er of juftice at the fame time ; an accident that 
redoubled the fcar~ of thofe in the adminiftratioq, 
who thought Benedetto had now m~ch more power 

,tban wa~ confil1:ent with the fafelY of the fiate: and 
.. they were: de~rous to find fome means of averting 
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the danger they 8fprehended t~+es Iti; witHoUt 
noife or tumult i poffible, they fec:tttly el1tburagecl 
Be~ Magalotti, His enemy fnd d~inpetitot, to teprt
rent t6 the Signiory, that Philippa not being fo oJct 
as the Law requited in the perron that filled that of~ 
fic~, neither ought nor could be admitted tG it. Up" 
OIi this, the affair was brought before the Signiori-, 
part of whom oUt Of hatred, and the t~ft for the fakt 
of peace and qoittnefs, adjudged him unqualified to 
hold that dignity: aft~r Which, Bardo Mancini wu 
drawn in his room, a bitter enemy to the PlelSeian 
faaion, aritl rio lefs inveterate ~gainft Be~dettd. No 
fooner woas this man in poffemon of his office, but he 
taIled a Balia for the reformation of the State. by 
the authority of which, Benedetto was (elit biro dile, 
and all the reLt of his family admonifhed, etcept An~ 
tonio. Before his departure he called all his ftitndi 
together, and feeing them very forro9Jful al'ld dejttt4 
ed, he took his leave of them in this manner: 

" You fee, l11y dear friends and fellow Citizens, 
in what manner fortune has contrived· my ruin, and 
how the {till threatens you: at whicb, neither yoU nor 
I ought to be at all furprized, fince it is atmoft: Al
ways the Lot of thofe who endeavour to mairitaih ' 
their integrity, in wicked and corrupt times, and to 
fupport that which the generality are defirous to pull 
down. The love of my Co'untry firft induced me to 
Join with Sylveftro de' Me~ici; a?d afterwards to fe. 
parate myfelf from OcorglO Scah. From the fama 
principle I could not forbear cenfuring the proceed
Ings of thofe that are now at the Helm, who; hav
ing nobody to chafti(e theml, are likewife de,firous tb 
get rid of ,every, one tha~ dares to, reprehend them. I 
theerfully fubmlt to bamibment, If I arn doomed to 
it, poly to free them from the awe th~y ftand in of 
tn~, ;!rid not of me only, but of everyone, who, 
they ar~ cpnfcious, has an eye upon their tyrahnical 
and licentious proceedings. On my own account I 
am not much concerned, for that reputation with 
Which J Wils pono~re~ whiUt my CouQtty wjs free. 

t~n· 
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eaDDOl be taken away from me now it is· enQaved i 
.. d the review of my paR: life will always afford me 
more fatisfaaion, than the difgrace of my exile can 
sive me regret. It fills we with concern, I confers, 
to leave my CO,untry a prey to the avarice and op
prdlioo of a few particular men. It grieves me, 
when I refteft, that this day, which puts an end tet 
my misfortunes, in aU probability will give binh to 
your., and that the malevolence of fortune may fall 
am more heavy upon you than it has done upon me. 
Let me exhort you however, not to defpair,· but to 
bear up againd: hrr frowns, and to behave yourfelva 
in fuch a manner, that whenever you faU into ad • 
. verfity, which you may daily exped: from the prefent 
fituation of things,- the w~ld may bc~. witnefs that 
it is not owing EO aAY demerit of your own. tt After 
his departure, he ftill kept up the fame reputation of 
piety and goodners abroad, that he had ever main. 
tained at home; and going to viIit the Holy Se- • 
pulcbre, be died in his return at Rhodes. His bones 
were brought back to Florence and interred there 
with the higheft honours, by thofe very people who 
bad pt'ffecutcd him whilft alive with fo much rancour 
and injriflice. 

The family of the Alberti were not tbe only fuf
fere" in there diftraCl:ions, for many other Citizens 
were either admonifbed, or fent into exile: amongft 
thofe that were banilbed were Pietro Benini, Matteo 
Alderotti, Giovanni and FranciCco del Bene, Gio
wanni Benti, and Andrea Adimari, befidts a great 
DUmber of the lower fOft of people: amongft thofc 
tbat were admonilbed, were the C~voni,the Benim, 
the Rinucci, the Formiconi, the Corbizi, the Man
nelli, and the Alderotti. It always had been the cuftom 
[o.empower the Balia to fit for a certain determinate 
time I but the Ci.tizens, who were members of this, 
having done what they were deputed for to the fatif
faCtion of the State, were going. to break up before 

--the apiration of tbat term, as they thougbt It would 
have an appearance of modefty and difintercftcdnefs. 
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But the people hearing of their r~.folution. ran in 
arms to the Palace, and infifted that they fhould ba. 
niIb and admonilh fevera) otbers before they rdigned 
their authority: at which, the Signiory were exceed. 
ingly offended, though they thought proper to a.mure 
the people with fair words and promifes, till fuch 
time as they had got their guards together, and wen: 
thong enough to make th~m lay down their arms by 
force. However, to give them fame fort of farisfac
tion, and to diminilh tbe authority of the Plebeians 
ftill mor~, they made a Decre~, by which the third 
part of the public honours which they before enjoyed, 
fhould now be reduced to a fourth. And "that there 
might be always two at leaft in the Signiory of ap
proved fidelity to the government, they gave the Goo
falonier di Giuftizia, and four other Citizens, au tho. 
Tity to make a frefh Imborfation, and to put the names 
of a felect number of Citizens into a particular purfe. 
out of which two of every new Signiory 1bould al .. 
ways be drawn. 

Every thing being thus retded in 138ft after a fe
ries of troubles and convulfions, which had lafted fix 
yurs, the Florentines enjoyed tranquillity at home 
till the year 1387: at which time, Giovanni Galeazzo 
Vifconti, commonly called the Conte di Virtu, im
prifoned his U nc1~ Bernabo. and thereby became (ole 
Lord of all Lombardy" This Conte di Virtu thought 
he could have made himfelf King of Italy by force 
of arms, as he had made himfelf Duke of Milan, 
by treachc.-ry: for which purpoft"t h~ began fo vigor
ous a war upon theFlorentinest in the year J 390, 
and conduCted it in fuch a manner, that he wQuld 
certainly have ruin~d thc.-m. if he had not died foon 
after. However, they made a courageous and indeed 

-a wonderful deft"nce. confidering thdr State was a 
Rc.-public .; and [he conclufion of the war W3S not 

• What other advant3!r,es (oever the advocates for a republican (arm 
of yovt'rnmt'nt may ililt"dge in iu favour, when compared with mo
narch c ~I power, it is certain that the former cannot exert itfelf with 
~ ~e III&oUr :ts the Ijltlt:r, etfccially ill lime of war.. And ~e 
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fo fatal as the: fury with which it was condutled 
!cemed threatee" F4:m afS:er Dw,4:Pe 
Bologna, Pifa, Perugia, and Siena, and was making 
predera~iuns be cruusned Kinp of Italy at 
renee, he Wi#! prevented by fudden ,death from en. ' 
ioyiud the of his 4:+:ittonrs, Flm'emiues 
delivered from the calamities, which otherwifc muft 
hauu falli:r4: them. 

Duri~g the "time of t~i~. ,!ar. with t"he Duke, the 
GBieu 01 Goetrlo04:er d4: a"4:1ulhZI3 usas Irllen mro the 
hands of Mafo degli Albizi, whom the remembrance 
of uulortuuate made binra enemy 
to the Alberti, though Benedeno was now dead. 
And as a4:+:imohw:ies tha F~a4::liont we4:e noa eet 
extinguilhed, he refolved to be revenged on tbe ieft 
of d4:at Yemile beh4:el'e weet eet oY oRke. l""or 
which purpo(e, he availed himfeJf of a depofition, 
thaa had maPa by cetiain perfm:t wh4:+: wat iC
cufed of holding a feeret correfpondence with the ex
iles4: in P5Jbrrio Aedrer Pegli Alharti us<:re 
named as his accomplices, and immediately taken ioro 
cududy" Upun this, the wh4:ele riiy USeS fuch an 
uproar, that the Signiory having fufficiently provided 
for rheia owu defun.ce, uallud thu peohle a uusn· 

more any govn"Dmtnts have ofdemocracy in their COnflih4:ti04:&" the 
~;~~E;h:rrE~o~~~irs4:l~videdi,n al;~3:h~S~;}~t ol~he;~ '!~I~b;;'bt~~4: ~~~ 
fidel which" they are fo (ubjea!o tQmuits and faaion asd civil di/". 
kDt;,},4:, th££t theh mult Ileci§gity bE more £heble '~lId ",'E,er 
in dt(endin~ themfelves, or annoying tbe enemy. They have often 
~tn fo (enhble of thefe inconvemcncie., Ul'"}n (4:&ih OCL4:(on," that 
tht) have been fm-ced creEte Dict££torl" Stadt&iolde4:4:" &c, £fad 
p\lt" themfclves under the goyernmellt of cne lingle Prince, or other 
~~~~n a:~~i~do::i~~"at~~~ute th:r'~'s:::,\':4:~~r f!::i~Il~4:',~~nt,~1:;~~ 
/l'ore life: and vigour to the State. A prince is to tbe cOulJnunity what 
.be ft'irit ami {oul 4:4:e to the bndd. ' 

Spiritus intus alit, totamque infufa per artus 
Mcn~ agitat lDolem" & magno U: corpore mifeet. "" " 

.l£n, n I. 7""" 
One common Soul 

Infpirts and fcfflS and animares the .. hole. 
Th" s~hVE Lind ,nfufed zhro' "n the Inaee. 
Vilite, alld mil1Jle~ with the ulighly mal~. Dryden. 
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ferena, appointrd a new Balia, (by tbe autharity of 
which many Citizens wft'e baniOled) and caufed • 
frdh imborfabon of Magiftraca to be made. Amaogft 
more that they banUbed were almoft all the Alberti , 
befides which many of the Artificers ftl'e either ad
moaifhed or put to death. This tyrannical manner 
of proceeding §O ~nragcd the Am and the lower fOrt 
of people, who now fiw their liYCS and honours Co 
wantonly taken away, that they role in arms, fome of 
them running to the Piazu before the Palace, and 
others to the houfe of Veri de' Medici, whn after the 
doth of Sylvcftro was become the Head of that fa .. 
mily. In order to footh thofe that were in the Piazza, 
the Si~niory Cent Rinaldo Gian6gliazzi and Donato 
Accialvoli (two Commoners that were more accept
able to thc Plebeians than any others) with the ~ 
lours of the Guelph fattionand thofc of the people 
in their hands. The other party that had repaired 
to the houfe of Veri dc' Medici 9fneftly intreatcd 
him to take the government into his hands, and de
liver them from the opprcmon of thofc Citizens who 
were daily endeavouring to deftroy the Commonwealth 
and every good man in it. ' 

All wtiters that have left any 'memoir. of the tranC
aCtions of thofe times, unanimouOy agree" that if 
Veri had betn liS ambitious as he was virtuous, he 
t~n might eafily have made himfclf ,abfolut,e Lord of 
the City: for the violence and grievous injuries that 
were indifcriminately offered both to the good and 
bad, had provoked the A rts, and all thofc tbat fa
voured them. to fuch a degree, that they only want
ed fomebody to Iud them on to fatiate their revenge. 
Amongft feveral others that advifed him to take the 
fole government of the Republic into his hands, An
tonio de' Medici was the moft importunate. though 
they had been long at open enmity rogether: but 
Veri, inft.ead of paying any regard to him, only faid., 
" that as he had always defpifed his threats, whilA: 
he was his profeifed enemy, fo he would not be ruined 
by his counfd now he pretended to be his friend ." 

and 
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and tv,gttF:ing ttF:multiwdCf, exhorrd th~i¥;g ittF:iit 
~ dtfpaif. for he would fecute thtm. if they would 
fGllOw his advk-e. After which, he advanced in the 
Midft theffg the from thence, riiDC 
dy hhig(df inttF: the Piil%1&%1&c, he thii 
niory, U he was far from being forrYt that his man-
lier iff lift had been ftF:iih as ttF: dweare the 
rf hit (iillow Citizens he ~ nli£: help 
COIicetntd, that they had formed aD opinion of him, 
~bith he truftcrd hi. converfation had not at all defcrv. 

::t~ou£: :: he ne~~i1!ft:'~; IC::ulij~;:: i~:giiie 
what induced them to think he would either favour 

;::;:r~~t~r' ciitiirt~~ de:~~r Lo~~'::l~~~h~~iiiiiir, 
tbat [he error and ignorance of the multhude might 
bot be imputed as a crime to him, fince he had deli. 
rerth himfdf into hiiiiht as as ras 
poffiblii. That exhorc:d to their poilIger 
~ith moderation; add for the prefervation of the 

~~ lih:n~:~t::~het thee~::~~~~? 
viB:oty complete by its utter ruin.". 

The Signiory having highly commended Veri's ~-
.haviwiii deliliiih hUn makii Jay 
their arms, and [hen they would comply with any 
thing whatfoever that he and the other Citiuns fhouJd 

~~::!~ c~re::£ tugethii& &~~~rnrd iiito Pi~h:~ ~h"t 
were under the Colours of Rinaldo and Donato, he 
told :htm allg that he found the Signioih vert wdl 
difpofrh to hliiir theigg S&ny ££kiinner f'bi isfahl : 
that many things had been already granted, but that 
the {hormefs of [he time, and the abfence of fome 
mag::::r~es, previiiiird thiili: heing in EniiiiU-
tion. h hat miinii time, to 
Jay down their arms, out of reverence to the Signi-
Dry inftt%1&d nf miiniiiies aiid in .. 
fultslI iind were mlite 
likdy toprtvail ~pon the government to gratify their 

rc-
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requefts: and that if they would follow his direc. 
[ions, both their liberties and honours fhould be fe
cured to them. Upon thefe affurances and a rc:liancc 
_on Yeti's word, they all returned to their own houfes. 

As foon as this tumultwas compofed, the Signiory, 
. in tbe firO: place began to fortify the Piazza, and thea 
immediately inrolled two thoufand Citizens, well af~ 
teCled to the government, whom they divided into 
Companies, with orders, to be ready to amo: them 
whenever they fhould be called upon ~ frrialy prohi. 
biting aU others at the fame time, from bearing arms 
upon any occalion whatfoever. After they had takell 
there iteps to fecure themfelves, they put many of the 
Artificers to death. and banifhed others that had been 
the moO: acHve and clamorous in [he late infurrctlioo. 
And that the Gonfalonier della Giuftizia might have 
the more reverence fhewn him, [hey ordained, that no 
one fhould be capable of being admitted [0 that dig
nity, before he was five and forty years of age. Tbey 
likewi~e made feveral other provifions to ftrengthen 
their hands, which were not only intolerable to thofe 
;lgajnft. whom lhey were particularly defigned, but 
odious to all good Citizens of their own party ~ who 
could not help thinking that a bad adOlinifrration. 
and built upon a fandy bottom, which itood in necd 
of fo much fcverity to fuppert it. Thofe of the AI· 
berti that were frill left in the City, and many others, 
particularly the Medici, who thought thc:mfclves, as 
well as the people, abufed and deceived, were ex
rremdy difguUed at thefe proceedings; b~t the firlt 
that had !=ourage enough to oppofe. them. was Do
nato, the fon of Jacopo Acciaivoli. This Donato, 
though he was one of the Grandees of the City, ~~~ 
rather fupt'rior than equal to Mafo degli Albizi 
(who by tJe frt'ps he had taken whilO: he was Gon
falonier, was berome in a manner the Head of the 
Commonwealth) could not live quietly himfelf !n a 
cily where fo many were difcontentcd; ano difdalncd 
(ho cornmon practice of making a private advan
lage of public misfortunes. lie lherdurc: ref.olvcd.~ 
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ure his intereft, in the firO: place, rhat all rueh as had 
bttn fent into exile, might be recaUed, at leaft lh~t 

-thore who had ~en admonifhed fhould be requalifiut. 
to hold their form('r honours and employmtnu. For 
this purpore, he infinuated firft to one Citizen, and 
then to another, that there was no· other expedient 
left to quiet the people, and allay the rage of fatlion"; 
and that if he was one of the Signiory, he made no 
doubt, but he could bring the "l'J')atler to bear. BUt 
as delay is irkfome in. all things, :and too much p:-e
cipitation is commonly .attended with danger;" to 
avoid one extreme, he ran "'to· the other. " T~re 
"were then in the Signiory Michael AcciaiYoJi, - his 
near relation, and Niccolo Ricoveri, ·his intimltfu 
friend: -and as he thought thi"s was an &pporcun1ty 
not (0 be loft, he entreated them' to propofe a Law 
to the Councils for -the reftoration of their fellow Ci
tizens. At his perfuafion, they accordingly moved !c 
to the reft of the Signiory; who were aU of opinioll, 
that it would be imprudent to attempt any change 
of Government in which the advantage woilld -be 
doubtful, and the danger very great and- cerra in. Do
nato, therefore, having fir£t tried aU means to no 
purpofe, began to grow ()utrage()us~ and fent them 
word." That finee they would not fuffer the City [0 

be reformed by other methods, it fhould be done by 
force: tI at which they were fo incenfed, that after: 
they had communicated the affair to thole: that were 
in the adminiftration, Donato was cited to appear be
fore [hem, and being convilted of fendtng that mef
rage, by the Evidence of the perfon who carried it. he 
was banifhed to Barletta. They likewile bani{h~d 
Alamanno and Antonio de' Medici~ "and all thofe that 

- were of Alamanno's family, together with many bf 
the inferior Arts, who had any interefl amongft 'he 
Plebeians. All thefe things happened within two 
years after Mafo degli Albi~i had affumed the ~-
vernment. . 

In this 6tuatlon of affair" whilft many were dif- -
" contented at home, and many impatient undcr.4htir 

- banilb-
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banilhnlent abroad, there happened to be amongfJ; 
l~ Exiles at Bologna, Picchio Cavicciulli, Toma4> 
de' Ri(:ci, Antonio de' Medici, Benedetto desli SpiQi, 
Antonio dt:' Girolami, Cl)riftofano di Canone, an~ 
two Qthers of much inferi~r condition; but all young 
and fpirited ~n, and determined at all events to ne
tJJrn to their Country: efpecially as PiggeUo and ~a
JPccjo Cavicciulli, who were in the number of dlote 
that had beelJ admoniChed in Florence, had fOUD~ 
means to fend th~ word, ~hat if they could get (e-. 
~ed)' by nigb~ intc) the City, they would receive ~rp 
into their houfes, f~ whence they might take fo~ 
·c:onvenient QPwtunity of fallying Qut ~nd killing 
Nafo degli .Albiz;, anp afterwards call the people to 
... m.. who would be ready enough to ri~, as they 
wm-e fufficientJ, difaffetked to the Government, .at¥I 
fure of being fuppQrted by ~he .Ricci, A.dim~i, ~,
dic:i, !tlaonelli, and many other ~onfiderable famme,. 
Flufhed with thefe hopes, th~y privately entered the 
City at a place appointed, on the .... th of Auguft J J91, 
and immediately fet fpies to watch the motions qf 
~fo, as they ddigned to begin tbe tumult by dif
patching him. Not long after, Maro came out 9£ 
his Houfe. and went to aD Apothec~ry's, flot far fl'OjDl 

,he Church of St. pierre) Maggiore: UPOR which, 
the perfon that had been feDt to watch him, ~D CO 
acquaint the confpirators, who im~ediatly took th,ir 
fwords and bafted to the Apothecary's, but found he 
was gone from thence. They were R9t difcou~gu.J, 
however, at this difappoim:ment, bllt U,lrntd afide I'D
..... ards the Old Market Place, where they killed one 
of their enemies party, .and proceeded towards the 
New Market, !houting, and calling upon the Citi~en. 
to arm for the recovery of their Liberties, and put 
tbe Tyrants' to death. From tbence they advaAC~d 
lOWards. Street caUed the Cali mara, at the encil of 
.hich they killed anothec man:' but feeing that 90· 
body regarded their cries, nor offered to rake anna 
aaci join them, they retired into the Loggia Nighit
IO~ &om 'he. garrels of which they again ulkd AUt 
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to. grelt moQ (whith bf chis time was got round 
tbem, more out of cllri06ty than with a defign to' 
give them any affiftilnce) conjuring them to take 
arms, and 1bake off 10 detcftable a Yoke; and af
wring them, "Wt che groans of their fellow Ci
UzeDS bad moved thc:m more than any private inju
ries which tbey had fuftained thcmfelves, and were 
the only occafwn of tbeir making that attempt to 
mcue them out of fia"t'I'1: that they had often hearei' 
that many of them were continually wiiliing for fome. 
opportunity of r~v~ngiflg themfdves, and were de. 
lenllliaed to do it w hc:nnet" they could get any body 
to head them. But now tbl.t opportWlity was come, 
aad ~y had leackrs to conduct them, they ftCK>d 
gazing upon each other, till they would fee the af .. 
(el1ors of their Liberties maffacred, and their op_ 
preGioDs redoubled. That they werc aftoDifhed to 
_ dwfe who formerly \lfed to take arms upon any 
little gricvam:c, AOW crouching under fo intolerable 
a burden, and tamely fubmittingto have fo many 0( 
their fellow. Citizens admon'{bed, and fo many kAt 
ioto wk, w~n it Wal in 'heir own power bodl to 
.reftore the Exiles to their Country, and thofe that had 
beca admoBifhcd, to their former hQoours." There 
exhortations and reproaches, ftinging as tbey wer~f' 
had )lCt no ~ffcct upon the peopJC'~ who either durft 
8Gt ftir out of the awe they iood in to the (i,(wCfD

meat. or would nOt, out of the prejudice clu:y bad 
c.e1Keiv~ againO: the Exiles from the death of thofe 
cwo Citizms, wbQlll ,they had killed. So that Wh~D 
chck Riogleaden of tbe tumuk perceivcd that neither 
tbeir words nor .aions made any impreffion upon the 
makitude, thcy were at laft convinced, when it was 
too late, how dangerous a thing it is to auempt the: 
4cliV'enoce of a people who are willing to contin~ 
ia Qav.ery: a.nd defpairing of fuccers, they {hut tbem
CClvcs up iA the Church of St. R.eparata" not with 
80y hopei of fav,ing Jhtir lives, ,Qut of d~ferrjng thc:ir 
tiealib fsr a little while. 

Upon 
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tumour of tumult, 
17es, and their 

,fey heard event, they went had 
been the occafion of it, and whither they had retited, 
they recovered their fpiries, and ordered an officer to 

farty of fuards fim, and them. 
Tfe foers of Church were e"fily dut t.he 

defended ,hefw,felves ,efolutelh, many 
of them were killed: the reO: being taken and exa
mined, it did not appear that any other of the Citi-

been to thn Cnnfpiracy, Ba-
Emd Cavicnznlli, whom 

with ,,,(ezemplice:s. 
This confpiracy was hardly quafhed, when another· 

and more dangerous one was difcovered. Thc Flo-
as we have faid befn,nz were at wan 
Dukn Milan not able to 

Cz-;edee, them lIy of azm~, had to othen 
methods i and having engaged many of the Citizens 

. in his defign, by means of the Exiles, (of whom there 
werc numbers all over Lombardy) it was agreed 

themz upon a day ehy,z-;inted foe 
h~,rpofe~ Exile, lived to Flo= 

rence, and were able to bear arms, fhould advance to
wards the City, and endeavour to force th~ir way into 
it by the channel of the Arno. . .. In which attempt, if 

hucceeded. were ioined friende 
City, procedio the of thz-; 

chieY governors, whQm they had determlOed to pat 
to death, and afterwa:r.as to reform the State as they 
thought proper. Amongfi: the Citizens within the 

that were 17encerneh the 
d17' ; and z-;feen 

z-;mlez-;:akings, few perl~ene are nOl: till 
put them in execution, and it is dangerous to truft a 
grtoat number, whilft he was endeavouring to engage 

in it could, neluckily with on~ 

b~r~;f:17nm cavfc~~u~:,nR~~o~~~:::::~~~ :~: 
(emcmbranc:c .of his Kinfman's death, and the fufFer-

. ings 
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ings of his family, would infpire with a thirlt of re
-venge, be proved to he miftaken in his nun: for 
Sylveftro being moved by fear more than any other 
confideration, immediately went and informed the 
Signiory of it, who ordered Samminiato to' be taken 
into Cuftody, where he confeffed himfelf guilty, and 
acquainted them with every particular circurnftance of 
the defign. None of the other Confpirators, however, 
were taken, except Tomafo Davizi, who coming from 
Bologna towards Florence, wi'thout knowing what 
had happened there, was arrefted upon the roa.d: all 
the reft, when they heard what had befallen Sam
miniato, were fo terrified, that they fled out of the 
City. 

Samminiato and Tomafo being punifhed according 
to the nature of their crimes, a new Balia was inlti
tuted, conutting of many Citizens, with authority tG 
proceed againft Delinquents, and to provide for the 
Safety of the Commonwealth. By this Council, "tix 
of the family of the Rkci; fix of the Alberti, tWe) 
of the Medici, three of the Scali, two of the Strozzi, 
Binda Altoviti, Bernardo Adimari, and many others 
of lower condition, were proclaimed Rebels. AU the 
rdt of the Albttti, Ricci, and Medici, except fome 
.ery few, were rendered incapable of holdlhg any 
office for the fpace of ten years. \' 

Al11ongll: thofe of the Alberti that were not adma,; 
nifhed. was Meffer Antonio, whom they fpared, as a 
man of a very quiet and peaceable difpofition. Bur~ 
Ixfore the Signiory had thoroughly got over the ap;' 
preheAfion they had been in from the late danger, a 
prieft was taken up, who had often been feen to gb 
backwards and forwards betwixt Florence and Bo· 
Jognl, whiJO: the confpiracy was upon the anvil: 
and upon examination, he confeffed that he had ' 
feveral times brought Jetters for Metrer Antonio. 
Upon which, he was immediately taken into cuftody; 
and though he pofitive1y denied it at Srft, yet being 
conviCted by the prieR, he had I fine laid upon him', 
and was banilhed to the diftance of three hundred 

YOLo I. Q.. miles 
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miles from the city. And t(} free the_ governmerl!t 
from the cOl.tinual apprehc:n{ions (hey had lived un
der, from the practices of the Alberti, they banifued 
llll of that family that were above fifteen years of age. 
There things happened in t~e year 1400; and about 
two years afrer, Giovanni Gaieazzo died, whictt.~ as 
we faid before, put an end to, a war that had lafted 
ten years. After a Fefpite of 'here two years from 
foreign troubles and domeftick feud", the. govern
ment having drawn a little breath, and ill fome mea
fure recovered' it, fireogth, it was refol vc:d to attempt 
the reduction of Pifa; in which enterprize tbe,y fue
ceeded, and not only gained great reputation abroad, 
but continued ql1iet at home, till the year 143'3, c:s-

'cepe that is the year 14r1, fome of the Alberti hav
ing returned from banifhment, ano~her Balia was ap. 
pointed,. which made new Jaws for the fecurity of 
tbe State, and in8i&ed other penalties upon that fa
mily. During' this periQd, tile Florc:'ntines JikewJfe 
en~aged in a war with ~dj.~aus. King. of ~aples, 
which ended in the Year 14'4, up,on the deatb of 
that Prince, who finding himltlf not able [(} (ope 
with their ,forces, was, obliged to cede Cortona lQ 

them, a City which had been forne time in his bands
.Bu~ afterwards gathering f~e{h firengJh, he renewec.t 
the war with mudl m,ore vigour: and if he hac!:' ~ 
been prevented by death (as the Duke of Md!lQ was 
likewife in his deflgns) he certainly would have r~ 
duced theni to great diftrefs, and perhaps as much 
danger' of lofing their liberties, as ever they were ill 
from that Duke. So that their efcape- was no lcfs re
inarkable at the end of this- war~ than at the con-

.. clufion of th~ O[her; for atter the. King hlld taken 
.Ro'me, Siena, allia Marcad'Ancolla, and R.omagna, 
he had no impediment lefe bue Florence,. to ob
ftrua his progrds with all his forces into Lombardy, 
he fupdenly dU:tl. In this manner, the death of others 
was more than once of greater Service to the Floren.. I 

tines, than any Friend, or.yalour of their OWAo 

After 
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Afrer the decrafe of tbis Prince, the State con-

tinued in tranquilli.ty both at hOD?e and abroad for 
the fpace of tight years, at the end of wh.ich, the wars' 
that enfued with Philip, Duke of Milan, reviv~d the 
fpirit of domdl.ic factioo, which never fubfided again 
till the fubverfion of thllt Adminillration, which had 
ruled the State from the year 1371 till 1434, main
tained m,ny wars with great glory., and added the 
Cities of Arezzo, Piflt, Livorno or LegPu5rn, anU 
Monte Pulciano. to their own Dominions; and would 
have done frill greater things if the City had co[1.
'tinued united, and the rage of faction had not flamed 
out afrefh, as we lball more panicularly relate in tbe 
next book. 
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A R G U M E N T. 

!ie ;mpD,tallle oJ one hD1ltjl, wift, ana /fJ'WerJIII Citi%t1t; 
. c.tbe cbief callft of ,bang's in a Common'Wla/lb. ,[,bl 

family of Medici, ha'Ui7tg Imll Jeprtjfod, al 1(1./1, i" 
I"'" mea!ure, rt.t(J*(}er tbeir auljoTil). . Philip Yif
tllnti, Dulce of Milall, enters into a tr,aty wilb tb,. 
·Florentines; wji,b he breales, a7ta lei%(1 upon Fllr:/i 
Il1Ia ItllO/a, lind. defeats tbe Flormtine army. RilltzltJ. 
Jeg" Allliz; mdea'IJours tD flliel tbe clamours of tilt 
l"ple, nd aJtlJifts " trmtinUlllion ~f Ib, War. Uz
%IIno's opn;oll. ,[,bty try to Dring D7)er Gio'U""; de" 
Medici. His anifIJ" Jo Rillaldo. 'l'be jaDiolls of Uz
ZIIIIO a7tJ Medili. Cfbe '""llrlcaD/' (lurage lind foJe
lity 1/ Billgio tltl Mel47t'. '['be pe,fidy au (fJ'Ward;', 
~f Za7tDbi Jtl Pi.D. Nitt% Puci7tino, tbe Flore.';. 
G",eral, gotl G'UW to tbe Duke of Mila". #fbe Y",e. 
lillnl enter into II LeaK"' with the FJorellti"es, lind lIP-
1»;7t1 ClWmignuola their Commander in (hief. A,,1fII' 
tuatio7t, tal/ed tbe Catlljlo. Cfbe CfJnft9.UI7tteS Dj it .. 
HO".J) Ca""iglluolll &DnJuDed tbe war ill LOllJ!Jard)'. .4 
leaee tont/uded IJtlwi:tt tb, Dulc, and tbe AI/ies. Cfh, 
e,ntJilions of it. Cfbe advite Df Giovanni dt'Metlid I • 
• is IfND Ions, III his "e.'#b. His ,bataD".. Pouerr. 
'.. '. '- " -" reNls 
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OF FLORENCE. 229 
rweu agtlinjl the Florenlinis;' 6111 ii flo~ ;eJIICl4 I~ 
Dbedience. Rina/ao promotes a war wiJb Lf«ca. Uz-. 
%fJnfJ o»ofts il., ;ttl 10 tlO purpoft. 9:6e crllelly of 
Aftorre Gianni, Ihe Flortnl;nt C01(U1lij[ary, to Ihe Sera
'fJezzans, and Ibeir ,,"'plainls of il. He;s ca/hetrd 
jor it. Rina/a'), lie fJli>er cu,.",ijfary, is likt'Wifolle. 
tllftd of mifCfJ1lduB. His !peccb lolbe COllneil of cr~ •• 
Cfhe projeB of Pbilip Brllnellefehi; a celebralea Pa;nler 
and ArchiltB, to IIl:J Lutea under wlltir, ;s ilifeaud. 
#fhe tyranl of Lucta ;s depoftd by Ibe people. Cfhe flo. 
,enlines art tlifealed by Piccinino, Ibe Duke's Gnura/. 
A peace enJues belween ~be1lf ad Ihe Llleehtft. Uz-. 
2t'''O is perfuaded by Niceolo .Bar;:z~ri, 10 join hi,. i" 
,,,dea'lJouring 10 drive Coji1ll0 de' Metlici 0111 of Ihe CilJ.. 
His lIn/wer. His .ealb. . RilUldo "'(OIMS bead 'I 
Ibal faBion. He garbles Ihe MagiftT:acy, and i"",.i.., 
fins Cofimo. Maia'lJoll;'S ge1ll7'oIU beha'lJiollr 10 bi1ll i" 
,rifo". Cofimo is banijhed. Rin.lldq's advice 'to 1!il. 
party is mgleBetl.. He, .wilh TllfJIIJ, Ilbers" rifi in a,.nu 
to atpo[e the S;glll"'J; bill lay them aOftJlI aga;", at Ih, 
.edialirm of Pope ElIgen;"s IV. <['be SigJli4ry ja,,;fo 
Pi.aldo, aad 'recall CojilllfJ. ' 

. I A LL Republics, efpeciaUy fueh as are not well 
conftituted, undergo frequent changes in their 

·laws and manner of government. And this is no~ 
owing to the nature either of Liberty or. Subjetl:iolJ 
j., .sener:a), as many think, but to downright oppref
fioft on one hland, or .unbridled licentioufnefs on ,the 
~ther: .For the. name o( Liberty is often ~othing 
more than a fpeclOus pretence, made ufe or both by 
the inftruments of licentioufnefs, who, for the molt 
parr, are Commoners, and by' the promoters of (la:
very, who 'generally are the Nobles, each fide being 
equally impatient of reftraint and controul. But 
when i.t fortunately happens, which i~ed is very 
fddom, that fome wife. good, and PQwerful Citizen. 
has fufficient authority in the Commonwealth, to 
make fuch Jaws as may extinguifit .U jealoufies be
,wixt die Nobility aDd the People, 9f at leaft fo to 

Q...~ Rl~ 
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moderate and reftrain them. that they fhall not be 
able to produce any bad effeCt; in fuch cafe, that 

. State may properly be called free, and its conftiturion 
looked upon as firm and permanent. For, being 
once eftablithed upon good Laws and Inftitutions, it 
has no further oecafion, like other States, for the 
~irtlle of any particular man to fupport it. On fUf'h 
Jaws and principles, many of thofe ancient Common
wealths, which fo long fubfifted, were formerly con
£tinlted: and for want of them, others have often va
ried, and {till vary, their form of goverf!ment from 
tyranny to licentioufnefs. an~ from licentioufnefs ttl 
tyranlllY-. For as each of thofe ftates al ways has pow
erful enemies to contend with,. it neither is, nor can 
be, 'poffible tbey iliould be of any long dUI·ation. 
All good and wife m~n mull: of ,neceffity be dif
gufted at them; fince much evi"l may very e.lfily be 
done inth.e former, and hardly any good 10 the lat
ter: the infolent having too much authority in one, 
and the ignorant and unexperienced in the. other i 
and both muft be upheld by the fpirit and fcrrune of 
one man alone, who yer may either be foddenly taken • 
off by death or overpowered by adverfity. I fay 
therefore that the model of government which took 
place in Flor~nce after the death of Georgio Scali in 
the year 138 I, was at firO: folely main[~ined by the 
conduct of Mafo degli Albizi, and aftc:rwards by that 
of Niccolo Uzzano. 

The city continued in tranquillity from the ytar 
'J414 till 1422: for as King, Ladifiaus was now 
dead *, and Lombardy divided betwixt diffcren~ 
'mafters, rhe Florentines had nothing to tear either at 
home -or abroad. Thofe that had [he greareO: au
thoriry in it next to' Niceolo dll Uzzano, were Bar.-

• He was poifoned at Perugia bY:I Phylician's c'aughttr of th:1t 
·city; of \vhom he wa~ paffi!>natcJyenamCll,-td. B.,r father ba\lin~ 
been bribed by the Florentines, to get him difjl3tched, prevailect 
-upon her. to give him lloifoD in a Philur, or love. potion. He was 
a hr •• e and genen·us Prince; but his vi. tues wer..- nh(wr .. d by many 
vice. He died in 1414. and was tuccc:tdeJ by J:i5 filter Gioviinna. 0&" 
Joan. Col:enucio. Hilt. ~~ap.l. v. . 

tolomcQ 
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tolomt"o Valori, N("rone di Nigi, Rinaldo degti AI
bizi, Neri dl' Gino, Cappont. and Lapo !\ircoJini: 
The animolities however, which were at firft kindled 
iJ1 the city by the' quarrel betwixt tile A 1 bizi and ·the· 
Ricci, and afterw.:m!s blown tip to fuch " height by 
Sylveftro de' Medici, wrre not yet extingl1:fhed : and 
alt'ho~Jgh that party which hole the l:1rgdl !hare in the· 
a"ffedions of rhe peorl~, continued only three years 
in the ad:niniftration and was tu:-r~ed OOt of it in 
133" yet as they were favoured ancl fupporred by the 
greater part of the Citizens, they could not be totally 
fupprdfed Ie is true, indeed, thac frequent admo
nitions and the continual perfecutions that were car
ried on againll the HeaJs of it, from the rear 138, 
~o I-?O~, had brought them very low. Thofe that 
1uffercd moft by thefe proceedings 'Were the Alberti 
and the M~dici, fcveral of whom had their enates 
confifcatt:d, others were either bariilhed or put to 
death, and th.)fe that 'were fuff"ereJ to c,>ntinlle in the' 
city, were depr:ved of all their hon·')l)rs ahd <>ml,loy-, 
rnenrs; by w!1ich their party was much dt';~re(fed and 
a-lmo[l reduced to nothing. They recained howe-va a 
{harp refenrment· of tbe injuries they.had received, 
and determined to take the firtl: opportunity of re
venge.; which they thol1gh~ proper to ditTcmb!e in 
thf"fe .cir~umflances. . 

This lldminilhation, whkh was compafed of the 
moO: con!'iJer:lble Commoners, or popular Nobility, 
and had kept the city fo long io peace, at faft was 
guilty of two c=rrors in'pnint of conclict which proved. 
its ruin. For 1n the firft pbce. they grew infolenr 
.nd fupine; and in the next, they began to quarrel 
amongfr themfdves, infiead of rakirg proper care to 
guarJ againlt their ("nemies: fo th;:t whi)!'l: they were 
~aily provoking their fel~o.w Citizt:[ls by frdh op
premons, and become fo Jealous of e::C'D pther, that . 
they rather encouraged plots and cabals qf dnft their. 
affociates in the government, than qfed any means to 
cefeat the revenge of thofe whom theyfeemed to de. 
fpife, the Medici in a great mealurc recovered their 
.~ . Q.... . for~ 

Digitized by Google 



~3~- THE a 1ST Q R Y Book IV. 
former power and authority. The 6rft of ~his family 
that began to lift up his head ag-.in, was Giovanni 
the Son of Bicci dc' Medici; who being a man of 
great goodncfs and humanity, and grown excceding 
r.ich, was .admitted to a 1hare in the government of 
the State: at which there was fuch extraordinary re
joycings amongft the people, that many of the graver 
fort of the Citizens wore not a little alarmed when 

-they faw the old humours began to fhew themfelves 
again. Upon this, Niccolo da Uzzano took the Ope 
portunity of reprefenting to his Collegues, how dan
gerous a thing it was to promote a man of fo gee 
neral a reputation to fuch a degree of power: that 
it was an eafy matter to· get the better of fome 
diforders in the beginning of them, which afterwards 
would admit of no remedy: and that he knew Gio· 
vanni was a perfon of much greater influence and 
~bilities than ever Sylveftro had been. But thefe 
remonftrances made little or no impreffion upon the 
reft of the Governors, who envied Niccolo's repu
lation, and were glad to avail themfelves of any af
ftftance. which they thought might contribute to ruin 
him. 

Whilft there fparks of difcord were feeredy re~ 
kindlin~ in Florence, Philip Vifconti, the fecond SOil 
of Giovanni Galeazzo, becoming folc Lord of all 
Lombardy by the death of his brother, had fet his 
heart upon recov.ering the State of Genoa, which 
then lived free under the government of their Doge 
Tomafo da Campo Fregofo. But he was diffident of 
{uccefs in this or any other enterprife except he could 
firft engage the Florentines to enter into an Alliance 
with him J the credit of which he imagined would 
enable him to accomplifb his deligns. With this 
view, he fent Ambaffadors to propofe it to the Ci
tizens of Florence; many of whom thought it better 
to continue upon the fame amicable terms they had 
been with him for many years, than to enter into any 
panicuJar treaty: as they plainly raw how much re· 
putation he would acquire thereby, and how little 

ad-
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O'%flilig city '%filS JiJieJy reap Jirom 

Others w.ere o.f a different ~plOJon,. a.nd voted for a 
treaty with him upon eeztaln eundu:'%fIns; 

dfd not ~ he ,'%fIuuld his ,evil 
figns to the whole world, and juftify them jn making 
'%flU ",Mter lung an 
was at laft <:oneluded, in which Philip -engaged not 
to interfere in any affairs on this fide the Rivere if 
IVYagsu and Bet fooe% efter 
he firft feized upon Brefcia, and then upon Genoa, 
~nl'''''''€€"U" to of chofe Florccece 
promsVilied coneekuion; who cPought the Ii enctians 
would have protected Brefcia, and that" Genoa was 

defred as '%fIes to Peep drrf:' 
feffion of Serezana and fome other towns on this fide 

MS';~pe b!f IVsnoa, (on proemie ~:;i~;. ever 
he alienated~ them, the Gcnoefe ihould have the re-
Yufal) wKifeqeently"" '%fIes iniity infrieying 
articles of the Convention he ha-d fo lateJy made with 
the State of Florence. Befidnns which, hc had 
cereJi iOlo nnnothcc with the Viliegatnn of 
logn~. ,€ " 

" Thnnfe pz'%flheedHins axnnsmed F1nzentmnc to 
a degree, that they ~"thought it high" time to provide 
fome remedyc left w:orfe confeJiuences ihouJd eefR:£e. 
U pc:cn which Philih, WCEd aws£e he 
rouzed their apprehenfions, imm~di~~elr ~ent ~m ... 
baffchors Florcnce. "ordcEd to Jnnnify hKmfelt 
fed pulfe of" Citizens J and at the fame; time, 

I formcci" of Rivccm arireCf the and ikciAsinlJ 
a foucC.weft courfe hy hontremoli, wakrs a nalley that h likewife 
called Magra, and at lalt falls into the Mediterranean a little beloW' 
Sarzhfifi, Lfi€€,,€€ mhEo~"Cf mefiti€€fi of Phar5tL 1. ii. The n;;cc;cro 
rilincc the Tpennic,;; ;c;ounK;cmS on con[ic;"Cf Df Tfifcanyc ;";0. 
northward into'the ModeneCe, and divides that State Crom Romlgna: 
thea tur~ing eaft.ward i~ runs Fer~ara. tbro,ugb thc, Ferr~r~I~, anel 

ltfelt mto th" Tulph Vehl£€€ ;;;t V;€;",;ca. Wh"Cf" It .1 ,mlleci 
the Vabhcc~ ACe {OUCfCCsCf of thc;Ed" two i¢jCfCCfl atcc €€ot fat hf€€n
der. and their !reams run different ways, th~ almoft cut Italy ill 
two~ from the north·eaft to the Couth·weft, anti were thEE"ccfore "cch€€bed 
upoh; vert propCf" bowcAshc4ea btKc"lxt contCf€€llin, 
parUc •• 

if 
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if poffible, to lull them into fecurity,by reprefenting 
how much he was iurprizeJ at the unkind opinion, 
he heard, they had conceived of him; and tbat he 
was ready to cancel any thing he had done, which 
might give thtm the leaa: umbrage or fufpicion of his 
fincerity. Buc this Emb.ltfy ferved only [0 raife dif
'cord and divhions in the' city: as fame of [he moft 
confiJerable of thofe [hat wen' in the adminiftra:ion, 
t~}(jught it would be advilt-ablt to arm themfc:lves, 
and take proper meafures to fru(hate the ddigns of 
the· enemy : for when fuch preparations were made, 
Philip perhaps might think, it his bell' way [0 remain 
quiet; and thus by preventing a war, the peace 
that fublifted betwixt them mi:!ht be eftabiifhed Ul)on 

'" , I 
a furer and more ftable foundation. On the other 
hand, there were many who, either out of oppofition 
to the government, or the dread of a war, aJledged. 
&~ that it was unreafonable and unjuft to entertain 
fuch fufpicians of an Ally upon fa flight ~n occafion; 
as he had not yet done any thing that c::ou1d juftify 
them in treating him after that manner: that railing 
forces and appointing officers, they muft furely know, 
was the fame. as declaring war, which could not be 
carried on againft fa powerful a Prince without bring
ing inevitable ruin ,upon their city: that there was 
not the leaft profpeCl: of any advantage which might 
accru~ from it: for as Romagna lay betwixt their 
Dominiuns and thofe of the Duke, they muft not ex
pect to remain in potIeffion of any conquefts they 
~ould.make; nor could they hope tO'penetrate even 
into Romagna, when they confiJe~c:~ that the forces 
of the Church were fa near at hand." The formtr 
opinion, however. prevailed at laft, and they ac
cordinglyappointed ten fuperincendants of the war, 
raifed foldiers, and impofed PottY taxes upon the Ci
ti,zens; which being laid heavier upon the poorer 
fort of the people than the rich, occafioned great 
murmurs in the city; everyone exclaiming againft 
the oppreffion of their Governors, who 'had wantonl); 
embroiled them in a:1 expenfive and'unnecdfary war, 

only 

Digitized by Google 



o F o E c 
only to gratify their own private interefts and am-
bo;;en, lAd to thnnfelvEs in 
They had not yet, indeed, proceeded to an open rup
WrE with the Duke, but their fufpicions grew 'honger 

fi nnery ; nfpeci~,llll as Pe fent 
forne troops to Bologna at the requeft of the Le. 
gcun, wPn wat under .' apllrnhenPnes {hn 
pradices of Antonio llentivogli, one of the exiles in 
thac city~ Thefe forces therefore lying fo near the 
territoriEr of gEUe the lloverners that 
State great uneafinefs: but what !till increafed it, 

morE fully llifcorrred DukE's tv com~ 
mence hc;li;irifofs ageinft thEm, weS hie mam;er 
proceeding at Fllrli. 

ineor;!!r) OrPPaffi, h"ord Futli" abom that 
time, a~d left his Son Tibaldo to the ca.re of Duke 
Philip. And though his ·widowf who lnoked npon 

a G wilh very llfplCYffUS fem: 
the Child to her father Ludovico Alidoffi Lord of 

lier: the IicoplE Furli olylihed tD tom~ 
ply With the will of her hufband, and to PUt him into 
thE Duk~'~ ~ands again." U ri?n which, "~he bener to 
aErrld fuhY1CIOn ~,nd d,lgUife IllS own deHsms, gor 
the Marquis of Ferrara to fend Guido To~dli as his 

. a hedy {oldiers tv feizc Y1pon 
Furli in his name; anh in this manner Town fell 
into the hands of Duke Philip. When this event 

the hir Hoopr nt BGkrgnfr rame be 
known in Florence, it fully delermined the majority 
oh the to declare wer, that 
relolution ftill met gr:eat efperzally 
from Giovanni de' Medici, who publickly protdled 
ag~~Enft and ldid, (hat althOllfzh thcH were luffi
c«:ntly convinced of the Duke's d~(jgns, ° it would yet 
.be GlOre to till he attaeked them" than 
to thn flg~rdLrs : othErwii~: the' o,&ofEghc 
fairly jufiify all his fubfequrnt proceedings to the 

PrgeEeS taly and thezr own part"r they 
could not'in that cafe expect fuch dfdlual alJiftance 

thc:m~ as they might do when his ambitious and 
en-
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tnter:priting [pirit came to' be more generally' known; 

-tince experience 1hewed that aU States a'c9: with much 
more vigour when their own fafety is concerned than 
in the defence and pl:"oted:ion of others," To this 'it 
was replied, .. that it would be much better to ma~ch 
boldly out and meet the enemy, than to O:ay till they 
were attacked by him at home: that fortune in gene
ral was more favourable to the Invader, than to thofe 
that are invaded: and though perhaps it might' be' 
more 'ex pen five, it certainly would prove Iefs detri
mental in the end, to carry the war into the territ<w 
ries of their enemy, than to have their own depopu
lated." This advice was approved of, and it was re
folved, that the Ten 1hould ufe their utmoft efforts 
in the firO: place .to wreO: the City of Furli out cjf the 
Duke's hands again. But Philip feeing the Floren
tines fo earneO:ly bent upon the recovery of. a tOWI) 
which he was reColved to maintain, now thought it . 
high time to throw off the malk, and immediately 
fent Agnolo della Pergola with a confiderable force 
to Imola, to keep the Lord of that place fo fully em· 
ployed in the defence of his own State, that he fhoulcl 
not be able to give his Graodfon any amftance. Ag
nolo accordingly advanced almoft to the walls of Imo
la, and finding the moats frozen over, (as it was then 
a very cold feafon) he took the town by furprize the 
fame night, and fent LudQvico prifoner to Milan, 
though the Florentine army lay no further off at that 
time than Modigliana. , ' 

The Florentines, therefore, feeing Imola Joft, and 
open war now publickly avowed, ordered their Com
manders to go and lay fiege to Furli; which they did, 
and invefted it on every fide: and, to prevent the 
Duke from fending aU his forces to its relief they 
teok Count Alberigo into their pay. who made daily 
excurfions from Zagonara, a town in his pofi"effion, 
to the very walls of Imola. But Agnolo, who per
ceived our army was fo advantageouOy pofted, that 
it would be impoffible to raiCe the fiege of J..·urli, 
without running too great a rifque, determined to fit 

down 
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do~n befQrc ~agonara, rightly judging, that the FIQ
lenti~es would abandon their enterprize againft Furli, 
and march to its fuccour; which mufi: oblige them to 
fight him at a great difadvantage. In the mean time, 
Alber!go was reduced to fuch diftrefs by the Duke's 
army, that he was forced to capitulate, and agreed 
to furreQder, if the town was not relieved in the fpace 
of fifteen days. . When this came to be knoy.'A in th~ 
Florentine camp. and in the City, the eagerl'Jefs 
which every one {hewed to prevent that lofs, was the 
occalion of their fufiaining a much greater. For h~v
i~g raifed their camp before Furli, to g~ to ther,lief 
of Zagonara, they c~me ,. an engage~ent with Ag
nolo, in which tbey were utterly routed; not fa mqch 
by the valour of the enemy, as the badnef~ of the: 
weather: for our forces having marched feveral hQur. 
through very deep and miry roads, a~d con~in\J" 
rain, , found the ~nemy quite fr.e{h, and ill fo good or
d~r, that, as it might w~1l be expected, they wert:' 
Dot able to ftand. before them, but foon fled and were 
difperfed. However, in fa great a defeat, and which 
made fo much noife all ov~r Italy, t~ere was nobody 
~ilIed . but Ludovico degli Obizi, and twQ of hi,. 
lJIen, who were thrown from their horfes, and tramp., 
led to death in the mire. 

The news of this ~isfortune o~calioned great co~ 
fternation in Florence, and particularly amongft thofr: 
£If the io~crning party, who had been the chief pff~
Illotcrs of the war; as they faw the enemy now fo 
powerful and ela~d, and themfelves in a manner nQi 
only difarmcd and without allies, but hated to the la4t 
degre~ by the ~pJe, who infultcd therR whenever 
they appeared in the fireets; complaining of the in
fupj)Qftable taxes they had. laid upon them, and uPI'" 
br~iding them with the he~ vy cxpences of ap unne
ceffary ~ar. "Thefe are tbe men, faid they, who 
appointed ten fuperintendants to flrike a terror i~9 
'be ~nemJ I how bravely they wrefted Furli out Of 
ihe hands 'of the Duke! you no", fee, (el~ow-Citiz(p~ 
lhe bottom. of their heans, ~n~ t4ejr viUaiQous Ql~ 
-, chinations ! 
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chinations! thefe are the Defenders Df (Jut' 'Liberty fot
footh; a name that they inwardly hate, as their ac
tions have fully lhewn, which never tended to an,., 
other point than to eftablifh and increafe their own 
power, which God has now, moft juftJy indeed, been 
pleafed to humble. This is not the only time they 
have brought our city to the brink of ruin ~ the ex
pedition againft King Ladillaus, and many others of 
the fame kind, might be inftanced, if it was necelfary. 
To whom will they now have recourfe for affiitance 
in their extremities? To Pope Martin, whom they 
fo "ilely abufed, only to gratify Braccio da Montone ~ 
To Queen Giovanna, whom they bafely abandoned, 
and obliged to throw herfdf into the hands of the 
King of Arragon?" With thefe and other fuch taunts 
as' fury and defpair commonly fuggeft to an enraged 
multitude, they purfued them wherever they went. 

The Signiory, therefore, having called a meeting 
of the principal Citizens, earnefily exhorted them to 
\Jfe their good offices and endeavours to footh the pea
pIe, and to appeafe the general indignation which their 
clamours had excited. At this meeting, Rinaldo 
(eldeft fon to the late Mafo degli Albizi) having fe
cretlyentertained fome hopes of becomirtg (ole go
vernor of the Republic, by the merit of his own fer
vices, and the reputation of his fatht'r. made a Jong 
fpeech; in which he told them, " That it was nei
ther generous. nor juft, nor 'good policy. to form a 
judgment of fuch enterprizes from the event of chem J 
for it happened fometimes, that the belt Jaid defigns 
mifcarried, and the worft were crowned with fuccefs. 
That if bad meafures were applauded, merely becaufe 
they proved fortunate, it would give encouragement to 
ralhriefs and prefumption; which might one time 0, 
other be the deftruaion of the Commonwealth; as 
it did not always happen that they fucceeded. Thai, 
on the other hand, it might be of great prejudice to 
vilify defigns that were wifely planned, for no other 
reafon than becaufe they failed in the execution, fince 
that would deter fuch as were moft able, from giving 
. ilidr 
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the-ir fldvice-, ami del:vering their. opinion, without 
refC'rY~, in any exigency." He then 1he-wed the ne
cduty of entering into this war, and lh:n Tufcany 
rnuft have been the feat of it, jf they had not carried 
their arms into Romagna: that although it was the 
will of God the-ir forces fhould be defeated, the lofs 
was lIot fo great as it would be, if they abandoned 
themfdves to dc:fpair: that jf they would exert them
felves as they ought to do, ,they would find no great 
reafon to be fo dejetted at their overthrow, nor the 
Duke to triumph in his victory. That they mioht 
·make themfelv'es eafy about the taxes, which wo~ld 
not be w heavy by a great deal for the future, as they 
had been; finee a defenfive war could not be attend .. 
ed with fo much expen~e, as an off"enfive one. He 
laftly conjured them to imitate the noble example of 
their ancdlors, whofe m:Jgnanimity even in the loweR: 
~bb of their fortune, had at all times fnpported the 
State againft the moft powerful enemies"" 

Upon thefe exhortations, enforced by the authority 
of fo popular a man, the Citizens began to recover 
their fpirirs, and took Count Oddo, the Son of Braccio 
da Montone. inro rheir pay, under the infpection of 
Niccolo Piccini:"o, who had learnt the art of war from 
Bracciohimfelf~ and was efteemed the beft (oldier 
that -had ever fought unGer his banners: to whom 
they likewife joined feveral commanders of their own, 
and remount<:d fur.h of the cavalry as had loft their 
harres in the late defeat. They al10 gave a commif
fion to twenty of the Citizens, to raire further fup~ 
plies for the maintenance of the war; who feeing the 
govern;ng parry now humbled by their misfortunes, 
tookcollrage, and laid the chief burden of the tax 
upon tht:ir Shoulders; at which they were not a little 
mOHified in their turn. However, as they could not 
for {haOle remonftrare agaioft it as a particular hard-

. fr.ip, they only complained of it in general, and faid, 
it wa~ too heavy, and ought in fome meafure to be 
remitted. But when this came to the ears of the 
council, -they took effectual care to prevent it i and 

in 
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in order to make all impolitions appear the more 
grievous and hateful to the people for the future~ 
they gave a ftri4 cbarge to their officers to collett 
this with the utmoft rigour, and to kill anyone that 
Jhould dare to oppofe them, or ~fufe to pay it. III 
confequence of thefe orders, fo many were either mur· 
dered or grievouUy wounded, that it was apprehended 
the two parties would come to blows, and that much 
mifchief would enfue: for th'ofe who had been fo 
long in power, and ufcd to be treated with fuch reve· 
rence and diftintl:ion, could not bear the thoughts of 
being infulted in this manner; and the other fide 
wer!: refolved, that every man in his turn fhould. 
equally teel the fting of thefe oppreffions. 

Certain of the principal Citizens, therefore, had a 
private conference, in which they determined to re
fume their former authority, and to fupport it with 
more vigour for the future ; feeing their remiffnefs 
had emboldened private men to cavil at their conduct, 
and given frelh courage to thofe who were wont, upon 
~very occalion, to PUt themfelves at the head of the 
populace: After many of thefe meetings, and much 
confultation, they agreed to have a more general one 
in St. Stephen's Church; where they accordingly af
fembled, to the ~umber of feventy, by the permif
fion of· Lorenzo Ridolphi and Francifco Gianfigliazzi; 
who were then in the Signiory. But Giovanni de
Medici was' not there; either becaufe he had not beeD 
invited, as a perfon in whom they could not tho
roughly confide, or refufed to come, becaufe he did 
not approve of fuch cabals. When they were all 
met, Rinaldo degli Albizi took the chair, and repre
fented to them. in a pathftic manner, the prefent 
circumftances of the City, and how the. government 
of it, by their too great fecurity and inadvertence, 
had again faflen into the hands of the people, from 
whom their fathers had .recovered it in the year 1381. 
He reminded them of the tyranny of thofe that were 
in tbe admiDiftration from 1377, till that time; in 
which interval, either the Father, or Grandfather, or 

fome 
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fome nrar relation, .. Of almoft evrry Oh~ that wis then 
prefenr, had ~een unjuftly put to death. That the 
City was now going to relapfe into the fame ·ftate ot 
confufion anq oppreffion; as the multitude had already 
taken upon them to impore taxes; and, if they were 

· not either curbed by force; or reftrained by fome 
other more defirable expedient. would certainly, in 
the nrxt place, proceed to appoint fuch officers as 
they thought 6t: after which, .they w.ould turn the 
prefent magiftrates out of their feats, to the utter dct
ftruaion of an adminiftration which had gonrned the 
City with fo much glory and reputation, tor the fpa(e 
of fony-two years. The confequence of which 

· would be, that Florence muft eithet be blindly go
verned by the caprice of the multitude, (and theh 
one party would live in continual danger and appre
henfion, whilft the other rioted in all manner of Ii. 
centioufnefs) or it muft fall under the fubjtaion or 
fome one 'perfon, who would make himfelf al?folute 

· Lord, and perhaps Tyrant over it. It was the duty, 
he faid, of every -man that had any aft'e6tlon for his 

· Country, or regard for his own reputation, to exert 
himfelf at that time. and to follow the example of 
Bardo Mancini, who delivered the City from the im
minent danger it was in, by the extirpation of the 
Alberti: and as the audacioufnefs of the multitude 

· was in a great meafure owing to the largenefs of tlie 
Imborfations, and the little care that was ta.ken in 
them, (which had filled the palace with new and 
mean men) he though~ the only remedy thac was left 
for fueh diforders would be, to reftore the authority 
of the Nobility, and diminifh that of the Minot 
Ans, by reducing them from fourteen to feven: 

· which would leffen the power of the Plebeians in the 
Councils, both by retrenching their number, and by 
throwing more weight into the fcale of the Grandees, 

· who would be fure to ufe all pomble endeavours to 
deprefs them,' out of revenge fOF old injuries. Thac 

· wife men -always availed themfelves of different forts 
of.J:~t .a~ ~!!f~~nt feaf~ns; an~ ~f' thei! fattrd 
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had made ufe of the ,afiiftance of the Plebeians, 10 
humble the infolen,e of tbe Grandees, now the latter 
were brought fo low, and the former become fo au
·dacious, it would be no bad expedient to join 'with 
one to lower' the other: to effeCl: which, if artific:c 

· was not fufficient, they muil: ·have recourfc to .for
((ible mtaDS; as .they.bad that in their power, nOJr 
· Come of them Vlcre in ,the C""";.ffim ,1 2'",.~ .and 
· might fecrttly· briqg a . few· companic$' of foldiers in~ 
.the City." ,. . 

This fpcechof 'Rinaldo's was much applauded, 
~and. his ,advice approved of by every body; and Ni«:
r colo da U zzano, in the name of the reft, made alJ
fwrr, " That wbathe ha4 faid .was very true, and 

.the remedies hepropofed efflcacious and certain, p~. 
vided tbey could be applied wi~hout making an open 

.divifion in the City I which yet he thought might be 
done, if they could .draw\G;oyanni de' Medici into 

.. their defigns: for if 'he com;urredwith them, the 
• multitude beiQg depl'ived of thc;ir head. 'would J;Jot 
be able to make aJ)y oppofition: bQt' if he' could 

· not be brought over, they oo~ld not c;ff~a: it witho., 
! force; and in, that :cafe, ,i~ was' douptful whether 
· they fhould prevail; and if they did, ther probab9" 
· might not long enjoy the fruits .. Qf their vidor.y. ~c 
".then modeftty reminded tbem of (the advice-he had 
,:before given .them, ;and ·of .their .con~-Rlpt .of thofc 
'.warniQls, at a time .w}1en chey might.eaGlY·havc:p~ 
tventcd there diffieo.alties :' but;t was t now ·1:00 late "CO 
,-dothat, he raid, without,great peril aRdfhazard, .Q6 

"C(pt they coulds.in G1ovallJ1i· de' Mali.ti." 
They deputed. ~inaldo, ,thercfoFe, "·to 'Wait· .:upqn 

. Gio.Jlooi, ,and try, if he couid make.any,iIJlp~ 
,upon him I which he did accordiqgly,,' and .. ~cd ·-all 
,tbe ,arguments he~c()U1d think. ~f to perrp~Glc .him .. to 
join them. atlt\ nOf,' by .foft~rWg , ·.4 . mdulgiqg ac· 

· multitude, 'It·.ft.cn~QUtage!t"m.to ~be}, .to.tbe;ut
',eer fubverfion of the GovcrnmcRJI. ... nd .r .. il1"G.f··~ 
·Cily;atthe fame·time •. To ;whkh GicWanni rt=pIicJI, 
" ;TJpat: he had .'15 tlrcxJ!ht i, ~dlJ~.of ... ~ 

.. .. ~ ·,and 
.. 8 
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Citi",,:;n flO :;ndC;SK.:;:;~r ~ny :;h;Hl~~ 

.in tbe cftablilbed laws.and cuftotl1S ,of the State lhe 
li'%?'(d °as :;:;thj:;g gav:; gr~a,z::SK. oifSK.SK.SK.-e. w ~he ~"" 
,nc:r~(ity, than .aJ~cratlonsof tWit .~in.di; fl~d .wJi~D,e· 
I puny,. are,pifcpIHEnfe~ "t :~L1t Tna.t\1r~l· to ~ppreh:en.Ji 
PPtr~ Ptr:;.w.e:;p'%?'t. YlQat tl""iSK. ,qr:t1pp, iJl dln1~ 
J~abilif6, ,~~uld !p'r,oquce~wo ,~c~y ip(~qic~O.WI :c:1f(4\s,! 

~i~:~,j;~~ 4d'·~~rOJ~£?':Q~¥~~·~~!S:;. ~~~~.~~=~ 
.~er ;enjo~d fl~Y befof~, ,did not 'kn9w J)p\Y to; f~t ,. 
.Ppe n~l:;e ,'JPYl1otPz::m, ,~pP c9nfY:;1Ufj~?i1y :wnnJd :bA~m 
,tb~; ,.ers '~~QP· f~P complain, if they . ~~~ n~ ~d-

:?i~Tij~iP~*~~~:~~ i~~L~<;~h!:I. ~~;:~~:~YlUf~~~T~ 
1~ ~ (~~ts .of, !tht¥.wo~ld;pr~~o~.c; lJh~~ ~olfQc!t 
.p pegnny, ~I~W: .It .",,:;u)p JO}pW:dE~JeTnSK.cr:Jn.Tfp'pTfTfPd 
,fhe'Jl iiiPin. till wey were· rtrftorc:d; by' ~il\i~ i m .. nn,t 
,Q£ J~r~qrpiqg,. :;ope :party. woqldJhink ':~~ITI(clnds 
much more SK.dgri:;:;:;T1ntPnn mn dt~ar,IyTfJlJPtnd. ; YIn 

.. ~at ~~ofpever r.1Aou.ld be ,hardy' ~qp&l1. 'U>.purfue 

:~::n¥¥:e~!:O::F ;n}~~~=~ef~:$ ~ ,,~ia~;n.~~ 
~Whqm,would.be !more (~ger ,to Ij:lO h~m,~ m~tqhief 
. tP¥¥Iotd,;&SK.r,~o tldCiTfP ,hi'll J1la!'4tliQ-.i ;b~tljpg, 
o,lUrally,qlOrC pr~ne to .J:evcm,gcthN;l . .gMti.t\l~ j .finQC 

,~t~~!~l1~'%?'p;st~tl~:~:~;;r~!l:~~~·~:;.I!¥¥~= , 
~ed ::W~~h,fop?c.degr~,\~i.ther 9i ,ple~fute:qr'pr~t,,;·, 
UI~~O,d~~rFmq:?g bimf~lf a (IdTf~e. i;:nlliltiltPlSK.n maOdTf.ZA 
M-1lip~, . he tpld mill, :.thatrif, ~ l~d I be. pleafCld 
~ :r~~oLt~w~af: ~ad ,aJ£:QdYlhap~~~Tfq:J ~w;l wnfidcr 
tlw:nwPtrnfely SK.nd pnrYdionOy th:; titizSK.:rAt of Flore:;nw:n 
~.~Ny dealt· with -eaflQ. oth~~~haps'rhc .. mc~~t 
:O"QrI.O::w:n ·.alt9J1otber : fadpmne g:; I!hlnoref~:rAt Ullptt ... 
~iDg: lror .. th.t .• S [QPn ·as tYe pr~l}.Qters .aDd ,'nd 
-.ifcrs·of ·.it had. fu8ici~ntly deprt(ft!dthe:people~y 
'tbe . POW' QY hiS::tldt~orltd .. ,thTfn .~~Tflb" ~tlPtinJyf:p,1 

~tp~bc'm;·~::t~::~ .. ~~~bj~" t~f!and:~~l' .::f 
T p '~K .':·"F ~',f:;'" .A~';t:;F 9~SK.. ';&,*e',~~4 ,1M'?", Q~LptY 
'utiU;n ,dQi1t~!t i :.nmil ~.du: I~ • bc.ot~lyl~ 
, .. - . - - ... - - R a ---- "-, fcreed ., .. 
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fcrte,d and ruined. That he could. not help rancID
bring the fate of Benedetro Alberti, who, at the in-

. ftigation of ruch as confpired his deftrudion, con
fented te the feYere pr:oceedings againft Georgio 
Scali and T9mafo Strozzi; and foon 3fttt, was fent 
into exile himfelf, 'by the very penons who had in .. 
'veigled him into thofe meafures. He advifed him, there-
fore, to think more coolly of the matter, and to tread 
'in the fteps of his father, who, amongft other Bene
{aa,ons, had made himfelffo dear to his fd~w-citi
,zens, by lowering the exceflive price of fait; by leav
'iog it to' the option of every one, whore taxes did not 
amount to the value of half a Florin, whether lie 
would pay them or not; and by procuring a law to 
be paffed, that no body {bould be arrefted for debt 

,on futh days 'as the Councils were affembled. He 
told him in ilion, that for his own part, he fhould 
never agree·to have any alterations made in the laws 

. or conftitution of his Country-. 
When the fubjett of thefe deliberations came to be 

ptlblickly known, it fti1l added to the reputation of 
Giovanni, and wenderfully increafett ~hc hatred which 
the people had already conceived againft the other; 
Citizens; with whom he. broke off, all manner of 
commerce, that he'might not feem to giye them any 
encouragement to purfue their' deligns under liis coun
tenance and authority. On' the contrary, he took 
great pains. to c:onyince eycry one in his daily COD

verfation, that it was fo far from his intention to blow 
op difcord and 'faB:ion, that,he lbould ufe his utinoft 

. ~ndeavours to extinguith them; and that he dc:fi~ . ' 

" • Notilmg can be more' dirguftEui to a free people. tIIat _e liftel' 
in peace aDd ,{ecurity ~ndcr the proteaioa of good LaWlr (the De
cefIi~. utilit)r. and comfort of which. have been fully cvi,nc~ b,~a 
IObg c:ourfe Of time) tban an attempt to annal them. Nor baa.u, 
thing bee. more fatal to Prince. I of which. every one ",lift remem. 

, ber many inftanca, that would be tedioUJ. and perbap. iDYidiolU. to 
ftCite. HeDce the celebrated (aying. Nolumus ADgli;e leges mutad. 

• and, old WaJl are the beft way. I 'the latter of which "Q forlbfrll 
, OIIgra~d. upon tJIe walla of the Houfe of Commons ' Beau' the l~ 

att.chment and re~¥d_ tbat bas always been /hewn to tl1ein.";'~e 
~ Jeamtd Sir ~ObD PoIUCa., ,Chaace1ler ef EnaJao4, ill abo time ef 
, '(' 

l D~ 
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Domiog more than the union of the City. At wlliell 
declarations, many of his followers were _ not a little 
dirappoiated, 3S they expected to have feen him aB: 
with more vigour in ruch a conjunaure j efpecially 
AlaOianno de' Medici, who being a man of a warm, 
difpo6tion, was C'CHlunually urging him to take this
oppextunity of humbling bis enemies, and exalting 
his friends; reproaching him with his coldnefs and 
phlegmatic manner of proceeding. wbich, ai he faid. 
emboldened ,thofe that wifhed him iU, to form daily 
confpiracies againft ~im, without any fort of fear or 
refcNc, and would one time or other prove the ruin 
of all his family a~ dependants. They were fe~. 
~Qded ia this by Colimo his fon. but he was deaf to 
all their remonftrances and prognoftications, and deter
mined to purfue his own meafurcs: the deligns of the 
{aaioa, however, were now plainly difcovered, and 
the City began once I11OI'C to djyide iudf into parties. 

Tbctt wer.e at that time, two Chancellors prefiding 
Ha the CuprelDC Court of Juftice under tbe Signiory. 
wbofe names were· Martino and Paolo: the fo,rrnq 
was of Uzzano's partY, the latter followed that.of the
Medici. Rinaldo, therefore, perc:ei.jng dlat Gio-. 
vanni contiQued inftexible, and would ~ot come iato 
their meafures at ,any rate, refol-v,ed to turD Maltino 
out of his office, as he thought .that court would tilell 
t.e wholly at his devotioA.. But the other fide being 
awar.e 'Of this, were befoJ'bhand with him, and con
trive.-i matter. fo ~u. that they got Martino conti
auod tad .Paolo .(charged, to the great mortification 
and prquc;li~ .of bis party. This would certainly 
have occ:aiioncd great commotions in the City, if q; 

Henry VI. fpeaking or tbis kingdom in bi. treatife, De 4ominio po
litico Ie regali, faya, " Regnum hoc in ,omnibul "ltiOllUI11 ~ reg,UIR 
temporibos. jjrdem quibu. nune regitur Ietrt"bUI • coafuetu4inmu •• 
...... tur... .. The 1a .. and 1Mhml It, which thi. Kingdom i. now 
JOYII'Iled, are the veryfame .. Itt th.te by wMch it "II &ovemed ia 
'ihe times of all (ormer King., and the fcveral nariona that hsve com, 
iato ft... A rare eaampJe1 See State Traas, Vol. III. p. :r.6g, .70. 
iC!otkemiJIg the right of Subjea. to ~tion. &e. ' 

.. The flU'DlJDCl of ~cti: two Ma .. iAratea arc wanting in the ori-abdL .. 0 

Ra , hac! 
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haa not lial'pened'in' a' rime of war: for die peoplo' 
h.d not ftt -recovered their fpirits' Lince the ddt:'at' 
before Zagonat'a; and whilft tfllngs' were in fueh eon .. 
{Illion- at, home,. A'gnola della Pergol~" the DuJt.e'S', 
Oerieral~ haa raken aU the towns in Romagn'a~ tfIat 
were in the poffeffioD of the Florentines; exept Ca· 
th'ac~o and Modlgliaoa; lome of them bting fo ill 
fortified, that t-hey were not in a condition to fidtain ; 
_. nege, and o[her~ given up througH' tlte pulilkni .. :_ 
p'lity or treadiery of their governors. ' 

In the reduCtion: of thefe town! there happened·' 
two r~markable circumftances, which rilay fente· fO 
fhew ho~ much true valour and fidelity are admi~d, ' 
,ntd wIth whar: detefiacion, C!owardict and perfidy are" 
looked upon even by an enemy. Biagio' del Melano· 
was then Governor of the CallIe of Monte Petro~, 
which was infefted O~l dvery lide by the' enemy; and' 
as they at laft fet ftre to it, lind he faw tliere ,wa9' no.; 
poffibility of ('SYing the foruef" he threw a 'plrcel:of 
iraw and bedding over the walls, on that fide where: 
tlie fire-had riot, yeti fpread itfelf;upotr wlilt!h he -let" 
down [WO of fji~ SObs who were but infants, and told' 
thee'ne-my, 'J' they were ~h:ome to them and aU' aw. 
6tlier'worldly gddd!l; vHiich· indeed Were no¥l' in that' 
1\11Mds.; but'Ms hOl1our atkl reputatiob; which he-had 
.'wayt'eft~meet His only real trtaftlre, he would ne~ 
ver givf/ up, nOI' Was ,it in their poWer to tayifh dte..
ftom him." ':ffle befiegm~ {huck withadh\irwtiblt 
;l~' his' Magnanimity, imm~'diatcly I'lri t~ tale up- thd 
children; and· threw hini ropes and {taling ladCtert tel 
Rive hirMelf; bur he woufd nor make ufe'of dleMi 
;rod chafe'tarher to perifh' in rhe'8ames, ,tlittt-tYWe ~ 
li~ fO th~ enemies of his country. -. An example of 

I 

• ~n,infta~ce ~~ the f,ame kind happened.t P('abefte, wbell it ... 
taken. by 5ylla. He ordered hi' {oldier.s'to plunder tbe town, aPlS ~ 
,II tJle Inhabit!lntt ~othe {word. except one. man, who ~d foral~, 

-t:lltl!rtail1ed him ,with, ueatJl()fpitality" 1't!ic ma!li bowever, .. ~ .. 
I.!e beard of ir,' {aia, he difdained the tbovglatl or bJi .. ohf~ fOr 
Iii, life to o~e that ha~, ruined his countrY; anc;t clifllri~1Ig' IU .. ~ 
~, milled in the !1r,?wd .'tlt~ hi. ~"ol!".citize~. and wu~i1le6. .u~ 
lire Ilot there inltanees of m3drief. rather than ~rue valour t ..... if 
tb~l are not. have we not m~n1.or the {arne in modern hilory, ~'4 
fQml4~ ~b.a~ Qf C?1cI4' 9WIl l1a~iGD4 ".i~o\lt r,curMi to anti .. uirr I 
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fcmitude that may vie w.ith·the heroifm of Antiquity., 
and the more remafkabl~, as~ fuch were but very rarc: 
in mote times. What efFeB:s could be faved from~ 
me fire were generouOy. reflored· to the children, who; 
were lik-ewifc fent home to their· relations: and· the· 
Republick, out· of gratitude to the bravery of their; 
father, made a·}Yandfome provi60n for them as long
a they lived. Very diftertmt was the behaviour·of.~ 
Z.nobi del Pi no, governor of Galeatl, who not only~ 
fbamefully gave up that· place without making. any' 
defence, but· ad .. ifed, Agnolo to leave the mountain ... 
aoc::!' faftndlh o( Romagna, anddefcend ·into the plainI' 
of TulCany" where he might carryon the war with. 
lefs· danger· a~d greater advarttage. But Agnolo, de
ding his ba~nefs· and cowardice, delivered. him up' 
CO his own mtni who, haying treated him with the 
contempt and abhorrence he deferved, (huc him up ill 
a dungeon, with nothing but a· pack of carda to eat J 
telling him" Ibat would foon make him a good Ghi..: 
beline:, finte he had chofen to kave the Guelphs:", 
but he died ·in a few days of hunger-. 

In tbe mee time, Count Oddo and . Niccolo 
PiCCiniRO had:entered. tlae Vale of Lamona, to trr if 
chey could preYail upon the hard of Faenza to Join 
the FlorentIneS 1 01' at leaft to curb the ezcur60ns of 
A~ it podible, in Romagna. But II that Vale' 
.. naturally fortified with ftrong pafi"es, and the inha
bitann· ilNJred to arms, the COunt was Oain and Nic .. 
eolo Wtm pr-ifOner and fent to Faenza. Fortune 
Iiowoer fo ordered it, that the Florentines gained by 

r .. ~iuel_ hoftOUlW!ll Jliqio wida faying, t •• • 1M f~ 
titade m~r vie with the iteroi(m or antiquity,' be ought .. jufttc:c 
to liave dllingoifbed zaDObi too by c8IIIpanng hi, Wener • .ntb tbat 
.. old times. Fot daen were yery.emineat P.eltreoal ... Traitors i .. 
tW= cla¥a u well .. in tbefe t.ter ala, bad .u ~ bave been I 
dio\t.h ltichiavel, lik.e maoy otben. feeml eo (p.e,aft.1 if the worY 
_IDhabited oAlyby HtrQII ad Demi·Gods at that tinae of day. 
~ b.ve ~waJ._a r.oo4 an!! bad, brave .. , and con"". an~ 
~Dd (eem to lIave bte,n ~retty mUQ tile (ame from tbe 'rft ac
CIIMIDCSwe baft bad Of their .aionl to the preteDt tima. Complaintl 
ctf tbw prvclip_ widcecloeli and .t .. rracy are not peculiar to 
"'"' OWDI rl" ,,01 aatient pocJs lAd hiftosiaaa, both facr.cd and pro
tti&ae. aboWld'.~ die .. . R-... . the 

Digitized by Google 



't4B THE HIS TOR Y Book IV. 
the confequence of this defeat what they could Dot 
perhaps have obtained by a Victory: for Niccolo De-

80tia~ed fo effctlually with the Lord of Facnza .and 
his Mother, that they confented to enter into an alli
ance with the Republick of Florence; in confequencCl 
of which he was fet at liberty. Yet he did not think 
fit to purfue thofe meafures himfclf, which he had re .. 
commended to·others: for when be bad received the 
arrears that were due to him from the Florcn6D~t he 
either thought their pay too inc:onfiderable, or thac: 
he could ·have be~ter elfewhere: upon which, he fud. 
denly left Arezzo, where he then refided, and weat to 
I>uke .Philip in Lombllrdy, who took him into his 
~ryice, The Florentines, difmayed at chil unc:xpeacd 
defeniop, and the great ex pence they had been at to 
ftO purpofe, began to perceive they were not any lon
ler ablc to bear the burden of this war alone, aDd 
,herefor~ fent Ambafi"adors to entreat the V cnetiaDs 
to take a {hare in it, and prevent the f.rther progrcfs 
of a Prince, whore growing power, if not timely 
checked, would be as prejudieial to them as. to tbe; 
State of Florence. The Vene~ians were likewife ad
vifed to it by FraDcifco Carmignuola, a Commandnr 
of very great reputation in thofe times, who had for. 
merly jerved under the Puke, but afterwards left him 
\1pon fome difguft. They were doubtful, however. 
tor fome [iD,le what part to alk in this matter, as they 
did not thoroughly confide in Carmignuola. and fuf· 
petted the mifunderftanding betwixt hi~ and tbeDuk~ 
was only a .pretended one. Bu~ whili they were iq 
,his flare of fufpence, it happened that the Duke had 
fopnd means to bribe one of thaI: Gen.,.I's Domefticks '0 give him poiron; which, though it did not prove 
mortal, very much impaired his health. Upon this, 
,h~ Vepetians laid I4fide all f\lfpici9n of Carmignuola'$ 
fidelity; and the Florentines ftiU continuing to Col .. 
Ji~it their !li~, they tntered 1!ltO a League with them~ 
in which it was ilgreed betwixt the two States, thac. 
,he war lbould be profccuted at their common ex
r~n~~ i ~ha~ the Venetians .(bogld hold what they 

, llliSltc 
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might happen to conqper in Lombardy, and th~ 
.Florentines enjoy ruch towns as tbey could reduce in 
Tufcany and Romagna i apd that Carmignuola 1hould 
be appointed Captain General of the League. In 
eonfequence of this confederacy, the war was im
mediately carried into Lombardy, where it was con .. 
tluacd with fuch bravery and integrity by Carmig
aoola, that in the coune of a few mo.nths, he took 
many towns from the Duke, and at 18ft made him
felf mafter of Brefcia; a city whicb. according to 
the method of making war in mofC' times, was thought 
impregnable. . 

This war baving now lafted five years, that is,' 
from 14-2Z to 1",27, the Citizens began to be- fo 
grievouQy impoverifhed by the heavy and continual 
impofitions which had been laid upon them, that it 
WII thought proper to make fome alteration in them. 
In order, therefore, to proportion them according to 
every man's circumftances, it was provided that per. 
Conal eftates fhould be tued as well as real; and that 
whoCoever had eft"ctU of that kind to the value of an 
hundred Florins or more, fhould pay one half as much 
for every hundred as a penon that had land or houfes 
of tbe fame worth. And as this tax was regulated by 
a Law made on purpore, and not left to the Arbitre
ment of partial or interefted perrons, . it was likely to 
fall fo much the more heavily upon the richer Citizens. 
Upon which account, it was vehemently oppofed b, 
them aU .before it paffcd into a Law, except Giovanni 
de'Medici, who pubJickly exprelIcd his approbation 
of it; fo that it was carried againft them. And be
caure every man's goods were rated in this affclfment, 
which the Florentines call Aceafiare, it went br the 
aame of Catafto. By this law the more powerfu Ci
bzCDS were in fome meafure reftrained from oppreffing 
the inferior fort, and influencing their votes in the 
Councils, as they had been ufed to do, by the threats 
of taxing them according as they gave their fufFragcs. 
Tbis tax, the~ore, was Ye!y chee!'fulll..fubmitted to 
~ ~~ sc~~~t1' ~~u8~ ~ghll dlf~~l to the ga-

. !~~D~~n!! 
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ftnllnerit. B\it; aslittis·tfte·nature'ofJ mankind to bet 
ever rettIeIS' and' difcontented, and when they havo. 
gained one' advantagct, to:be {till grafp'ing'atla'highe~ 
me .~t not' fatisHed wiJh thi&equa1itr of. tantion. 
dtabHfJ1ed l by the,,!;a., 'demanded l ~ n:trofpta, ~ 
wliiclt it might appear how much lefs· the-'rich «iii:.. 
sen~ had pa,id before, than they ought· to- havc-' dono 
liccording to thiS' regulation, and- eft'l")':one be mflde 
fl)'account for' dCficien~ies·; that· fo 'tHer might· be 
~t upon die fame level with· thofe who· hadlbee .. 
obliged to f.lt: their goods· and· inheritanc:a·[O dif
charge, impofition~ (0 arbitrarily laid upon· them. 
This demand' feemed ftill more grieyoui than the 
€atafto itfelf, to thofe thllt had latel)' been:· in. power; 
who, to-evade the force of it, made heav, ",mOIl .. 

ftrances" and! faid, " it· was a moll unjuft diftributiQD1 
as' the tlX' waS' Itid upon moveables, which, often 
cliaDged' hand!>- and were daily fubje&[o perilh.: mac 
thelle were many wHo liad conc-ealed; treafures, the 
lnowledge of which' could' not eaGly. be come at: 
that· it was hard upon thoft who were loaded·with the 
£ar~ of the' public affairs, (to the' great dC'trimcmcof 
their own private concerns) to be equally tRed with 
d\e·rdtof the Citizens r and that it might· reafonably 
be hoped~ whilft the Republick was fatisfied· witla 
only the pecuniary contributions· of: fome, it would 
JiQt be fo rigorouS' to crxaa both the· laboors and for
,.ones of others." To this it was anfweredt by: tkJrie 
wHo apprcved of the Catafto, ", that as· moveable 
goods changed' hands,. the tax might be. ~aried ae. 
tordingl y ;' that no account Wit to be made oj fuc:h 
_5 had concealed' treafure, or money locked up in 
their coffers ~ for as weahh of tb.t fort' did not· yield 
_ny profit or intC'reft" it would be' unreafbnable 10 
tax It; and whenever it- waS' otherwife app)~ it 
mult of necemty be known: that if anyone was tired 
of his labours for the good of his· country, he wal at 
liberty to rdign his employ.ment'; if he pleated, and 
to give himfdf no farther trouble about i,; finoe it 
WII h0l'cd~ other welhdlfPolCd Citizens . might be 

- fouDd-. 
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found~' 'A'flo·woUta not' grudge to- aOUt me !&public: 
beth with their tortunt and' r.ounfels: and that' when 
fa .mucR lienodr, and·fo.many,other cmolumentt were 
tbe conftant reward' of fuch as filled tlic'gt'Carollica 
ofSUte, t~ lI1iglit llrink' themfeJves very'wellfpaid~ 
for tbrir feMcc!, without being exempted; from the 
common taxel. But this; rhey faid, was not the real 
caufe of tfw:ir munnurs I they were mortified'thatther 
cauld nolonget carry on- 8' war foIefy'lt me expenec 
of other,,. bur were DOW obliged to fhare' in it' them
felves: tliall if ebi. courfe' had been taken' before. 
mC'l'e' neit!het would have been' 'any war witfi King 
LadiOau!' in times paft, nor at prefenr with Duke 
Philip; both which were fet on 1OOt, without anr 
l1eceffity, and only to enrich fome panicular Ci~' 
azens." 
, There difeonrents,however, were ilt fome degree' 

.nayed' by- the aurhority of GicwaDni de"Medici, who 
*prefen~d to the people, the. had confequences of 
tetrOfpe&: " That it behoved' them rather at prefenc 
to took forwel'd, and provide for the future: that if 
the late taxes had been- hea-ry and unreafonable, ther 
ought to thank God that a·war had been found to 
alleviate' them, and to ufe their endeavours to unite, 
and 1lO' divide the Cit" as they certainly wopld, if 
diet perMed in their demand of redpclng tOl'lPI:J' 
taes to the level of the prefeDt: and ~h.t a' wife G~ 
neraI- was fomerimes' very well content with avifmry, 
da! was not! altogether co~plettj fin" experience 
fflewed, that men, by grafping at too much,. ofteIJ. . 
Joft .... har they had gained ~fore. tJ With Jhefe, anet 
other *gumenb of the like nature, he foothed' th, 
refent~t of the people in Each at manner, ~.~ U1er 
dmpped their demand of a r.etrofpeft. 

Soon- after this, a peace was conclG~ with Duke 
1'Iilip at· Perrara, by the mccli~io. n of a Leaate fro~ 
die Peope: but: lIS it w;s BOt long ~~ he broke 
.. conditions of it, t&e League took up arms again, 
tad came to- an. engagement with his forces ac Mac-
Jotjo, ~!' dlC1\1ttcrl1 ~~ ~~~ tJrq !,hic~ 
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he propo(ed frefh ~erD1S to them,. which. were ac
cq)[e~ ~Y. ~e Florentines, becaufe they g.feW jealous 
of. the V ~netil1U, and thought, that t~ey were throw
ing their money away .. only to aggrandize otbers. 
T.he 'Venetians likewift, for. ~beir part, were no Icfs 
r~y to come into the aC(:onullodation, ... tIt,y found 
Carmignuola proceeded but very Jiowlf, and made 
litde advantage or his viaory, aftcr he had routed 
tbe Duk~'s army: Oft ~hiCh account, tbey th~bt it 
unfafe to tru~ him any faTther. A peace therefore 
was ftgned ~wixt tb~m in the ycar 142P;' by which. 
tbe towns that had been takcn from the Flol'Clltines 
in Ro~agna were 'reHofed to them, al)d·&~rciaceded 
to the V-enetians; befides whkh, the Duke gave 
t~1Il dle city of Bergamo, and the T~rritory be
longing to it. This war coft the Florentines three 
millions and five hundred ~hol1fand Ducats, a war, 
which only ferved to glV'C the Venetians an oppor
~nity of extending their power and dom.inion_ 
whilft it produced nothing but poverty and di1fe~fion 
amo.ngft themfdves. For a peace was no fooner con
cluded with the Duke, bu.t frelh Commot19DS began 
among(\: tbeir own fubjeC'ts. The late Governors not 
being "ble to bear the Catafto, and feeing DO 9ther 
way EO rid themfdves of it, endeavourcd to r~ife a 
[pirit of difcontent in the reft of the Citizens; that 
fa they might a~a~ .tbemfcIvcs of their co-operation 
to procure a repe!ll of it. For this purpofe, the, re
prefenled to the CommiBioners that were appointed 
to levy the tax, c, that they ought to .fearch aU the 
houfes of, tbe neighbouring towns; as· the inhabitant. 
of. Fl~rence. might, perhaps, convey fome pan of 
their dreds thither.".' I~ confequence of which, all 
townS' that were fubjetk to tbe Florentines hI¥! orders 
to deliver inventories of their goods to them in a 
.certain time. But tbe p~pple of Volterra would not 
C:m.nply . with this ordc:r9 and fent fom~ of their 
IOwnfmcn to comp~ain of ,it to the Signiory, as an aa 
:of oppreffion: at· which the Commiffioners were fa 
provoked. fha~ ~~y f~~ ~~te~n ot them to prifohQ. 

, Te 
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The Volterrans likewife were e~ceedingly enraged ~t 
this treatm~nt·r but durft.not reb~l at: that, time, for 
fear of bnng ng a heavlcr puntfhment upon their 
Ikputies. . - '" ,',,' 

In 'tbii junB:ure, Gio~Dni' de~ Mediti ferifick,' and 
findi~there was no h<?pe' 'of recovery, he -C!llIed his 
two's" eoHOlo and Lorehzo, (Q, his ·bed::fide, ahel 
f~~~ ,th~~ .in. this mar!nc!.:'cc'I. percei~e that'.,l 
am ~qw ~l?Pl:oa~hmg th~ llDltts"whlCh q,,?d',lnd;N~
ture 'hav~'pret~rabed to ,my days.' I fhan ,di~ :w~th 
plea(ure,' as 1 leave yo,u both, my dear children, m 
hcaltli:!&nd ,profperiiy, anct i~ a cO,~dition 'tO~~i,ve wfth 
honour, and: !beiO\'ed by, every :body,. if -you_ fotlow 
D?Y ~~m'PIe ',~na inftrua:io.,!~.':, .for .in~eed/' ~oth~n'~ 
gl~~ ~e.f0 If:Iuch cOIi~ola:tIon. ~~ this e~~re.nllty" a,S 
the re6exldn that I have neverul}ured ant man j 'but, 
on thiC- cO~~y. have, alwa.ys ,endeavoUred to :d~ 
good -'to'. enry One to the utmoR of my 'p~w~~;_ , L~ 
~ advlfe you' to dQ tbe fame. If you w.ould live 
~b 'fatetj' aDd comfort~ be co,n~e~t. with' ruch 'a 1har~ 
10 the government as your fetl~w-clOzens canfer upon 
Y~~,~~1.·~h,ichrou wi1l' avoid ,eJ1,vy and d~nger. F~ 
as It 15' that'whIch a man arrogates to hlmfHf thit 
ma~~s,bi~ od~9US, and,not !~a,t'is voluntarily' give~ 
him': fo "You ~ will alwayS'" be' upon a much, fe,c~rCr 
bottom, and obtain more than theY9 who~' by'-'at
terQpti'rig'to" invade th~ rights, 'of- others, of~en .lore 
their oWn, an4 in the mean time live in continual' 
anxl~~~' difqt1ietude~ ,By ~brervil1g this _~<?l!~ua, 

·1 h~e', nC!t', oply"pr~crvedl! ~Ut augmentea '~lJ)y'for
rune and ,eput~t1~)n m !hIs-City, among~: ,fo many 
-cncrbict and' intefhne brOils ~ and by the fart1e'n'lannc.r 
of lifeJi~'i~ in, your .pow~rb()r~ 'to ~aint~~~,~Rdir{
creak yt)u,s. . But If y~u, take' ,a dIfferent" cOQl'te, 
'yott)~ a~_ upon' it~. Yopt', -en~ will', be lik~ ~hat' 
Ot\ fevejll OtHers, wh,!".'.i~ :~y ~~rn~ry, ~av~ r~lned 
botla theD'sRlva and.tNtlr ftmihes."- He died 'not 
JODg after, extremely lamen~ed by the whole Ci.ty, 
u he well dcferveC:I to be; ~Onfidering. his .cxc:elfent 
,J1~~ics. z:or he waS "v~ry'cliariiablc' ana campaC. • 

, fionatt'. 
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.JJook IV. 
fionate, and not only (ga'l.C .liberal~y 'to ,thofe that.were 
:in wan~, 'but 'prevented ~their aiking. His univer41 
beneyo)c;nce t~~ght , hjm . ~<:> .. love~ood men, and pit,y 
the evil. He never folhclted any 'Honours, .thpuan 
,he obtained the hj~heft ... , Be :1l.e\(~r . went to the pa
'lac(~ 'but ",hen ,the .[~ft of the S~gqlPI';Y .fent fpr ;hun. 

, ;He was .always averf~ ,to war, and . rec~D}menckd pa
cific. meafure.s:: :'Io ~hofe :t~t were in a~verr~y', .he 
w.i).s aJtind ·fherui, .aDd..promQted .the .. welfare of weh 
as .1iv.ed in . profperi~y.. Difdainiqs ' to ;plunder the 
p,ubliC;, :his fole.;lirri .was.to (irv.e his Gountry. When 
~n power,' .h.e was .a'ff4.bLe and eary of ,accefs to leverr 
one.; c;xceeding wi~ , thQ~h rio~ ~ 3man of ,JDucp 
elaquence. :He ~~ ~. ~~1f1ncR.o~ ~o~.nteD~nce, b~c 
was pleafant.and, facetI.o,,!s · lfl ,cQnvcz:fatlon. He died 
jioifeffed .of immenIe ,nchc:s, .and £ulf of ~lory anji 
.l'q>utation ; ' leaving' his fon Cofimo.heir to his- famp 
..and fortune; ,both .which he not only maiQtaincd" bqt 
.augmented. 

\ The V qlterran ~llti~s he~g tired of: th~~ . " 
rpriron~e.nt? .at, l.aft l?rDmlf~d ~to . ,co~p~y . with the or
der before mentlope.d.: .\'jp~m ' whlc.h, they .were fet ,at 
.liber·ey, aad returne1Lt~ 'V.olterriJ, ju;ft ;It..a,time $Jnefl 
,they were makil)g .an J.mborfation for new .~g;tlra~ 
. there,: and as it happened, . one' ,Giuilo ~, . .a Rle~, 
:but&. man in great credit with.the: ~pJ~, and ~e .qf 
.ihofe ,that ' had· been , confined .. at E'JOrence, . was. di-.a.w" 
.amoogl1: the reft • . This IDaQ, .thouSh .alrea4y·:WJIi.; 
ciendy irritated· at ·.the ,Rlorcotine$, . both. on a~t 
of the p!iv~te ~jUTY which .he 'himftlf .h"d 'ruJ1ai~e4, 
.and .. the md~luty that-was foffi:red to, tbe~wbo1e toWJJ, 
_became till more deter.mined .by .the ,inft;ga.ucms .qf 
,<!iG'{.a!,ni di t, a.man of a nobIe famay,a~ ~,ista~' 
Clate 10. the ~glftracl' to make ufe of .4is ' ~ 

·.Jlnd authority, ,to- wreft the town ouc~of the l\aQds ... 9f 
.t~e Florentine., ~ take'lh~tgove~ :QlJ~¥P.3l 
'lUmfclf. .Upon.thl,s. ~(Ou'l&Cme~. i~~ ~ 

. " . .-
• , •. ' " 40 (I , . •• 

• 'De SOf'llMlt j~.,,", iJl theJOri&i~ , " . • 1; J.... .. ,. ; 
... TIw .......... u ~ UDtinj beR. , t, " . . ' • 

. , '~'l ",' .... 
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IV" ,O;F L, EE. 25p 

.arm~ made,him{elf maftcr .of.the· town, ,[rized·u.pon 

.the Governor, 'ana, by.the cooknt ,of thepeQ~, 
·the 1§1§j1§£S own Pands, 'P'he P"ln~1§ntin~1§ 

f\Vere, not a Htile mortified -at the revolt of V olterr-a. 

Howev6f~Mi~~Y .had t~~:~~~ed ar~~d With!: 
5=~=\y to ,hfl-urb in §ttciQptiW1 § to r==n=er j*'" 
:;~a ,ilier;i~~: iQ1mediateJy ~pPoi~c;dRiD~ki~ d~gli 
· A Ibizi andP~lla Strozzi their'·· .CO£1§£~g:l iifiJri:l:l to: con= 
•. PuPhthe :luueditiu§" :But wPhPCting,t'1§ be m~n 
jded in . hiS new fovereignty qy the"F,lorentines, lc9t 

· to defi(:/~h= ~~f3 -Luc~~~e . and a~;~e~~ \~~; 
then ~am5h wit~ Peate FlOI1§£pn: ariti 

PaOlo..Gwnigi, ~bo at:t~t tjm~ was ~ord Qf L\Jccii. 
1§£rdcr WiFn~lO the innll<ilhfp n:he 

.'~£1§£PiCh hnPn1§red,had InfP by iiFdin:zHlg hhe. 
,.icreft of· 'll~ke Ph~l,ip)' not only .. -.aady refljfed lei ~~l'e 
· him,",aAY affiftance, . but fent" t~~ ,p:erfonun~~r .a·, gua~ 

,ulo:~~~i~~~ g~::~to ¥nELl(1~ln V J::;:~~u~~; 
,th~y cO~,~;Jorm any .aIlia~~t'~ ,prefe~tlydre~ ,tog~
ELhEL1§.all: thEL1§:l horf1§, ra£ziFn fl Jarhn hody ¥iFf~DC:l1§£ 

.~~:;~!:~£::~i::t':.~~~~~j::Vt~t~\! 
~~tiJf j and tdol1gh faw' 'cdij preat.p1§hpar,a,inn1§ whiijb: 

.FJo«n~m.ts. ,making ;agajn!h him, .and :t~t 
;~e ,muft ,e·~pca:.no fuccour fro~',t~C: ne~hboyri~, 

:~~i~iace, iF~~d m1§:lnf:ily h~!i~~W;::~iit~:;'~~c:~i 
· ;the~e waS at that time.'i.n' Vo1t~rr~~ne .Mdfcr':Af
cOlaiw, a man of . good jn.terdt amoPift the .IllQit 

·CommW£1§£it., in ~orejgn aiFiF d*,t§cer,'thar mMa- tP • 
.... y, fettle the procuration, conveyance, and dHbiblitioD~f'ptb. 
~ftion'J alJl ...... ion. ~al¥l pay, tab:a:,articWar: a~t,of~-<eYery 

;~~:$!~1~':i~~=:::!~~~~bi; 
r:~n~,,: .aad.~ •. colDUlud the. fQrcc.,tbe~eWCl"aai" 
.. lIitcn~foftb~ arGly'ud LiCuS~haDt (ifncralat'th"t faaI~ time~ 

con~ 
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Florentines in their wars with the Duke of Milan. 

aftci Peace iiiS COSiihided . thc::m, thii 
was hihihargcd from pah:w ind hifil 

-his quarters at Fucecchlo: from whenc~ the com
miffaries f~nt for him and his troops to employ them 

:w:he ... Volti:?::W:i~ It the:Widire gd~ 
ner:wJly believed that whilP Rinaldo degli Albizi was 
~ngaged . with him in that enterpri~e, he perfuaded 
hiilSi to a UpOSi lome othSi~ 

the dy indiSiiting him if 
did, he would fo order matters, that war 1hould b~ 
decJared againtt Lucca, the Florentines ~ thit 

{bootd ~twii' appniSited COi:?:iiindci iSi chiido 
Accordingly, as foon as Volterra was retaken, and 
N-iCcolo had returned to Fucecchio', (either' at the 
:lzSilllllclrtatlSiSi Sif Riziildo, in conizequence a de~ 

:;~~;:ter 1429, ath~!Si~~lof ~ three hun~~3 
and fai:?:e numhel~ of PSiSitjil anh fP:w:priziid 

tWSi haftlei PilongEKlp to 
Luccbefe; from whence he daily made excurfions into 
their other terri torTes and there committed great de-

WhiEK the ne~EKEK of procidings ;It= 
'at hlgrence, the whole city was divihed ititQ 

Jittl~'meet!~gsan~ cabals of all tlnks of people j 
lftizqr.;e;;~~:?t~: q .'iccheC;Cii ~~nd{i the h~!:: 
fid~rable Citize~s' that favoured chis undertaki~ 
wk all the follow~rs oi the Med~d family, who 'Nei~ 
jgiSiqd bq Rinaldn Pegli :w:Jlhjti~ iither Piiiufe . 
re;ilfY thought it would be for the good of [he Public. 
ot'that -'he fbio~t~ tff~t~by effecrua!ly ferve his ow~ 

fl~Rc if .&;e":iii~~b;~~~;da~~nit;:~?u1e i:?:r:vfnn~ 
ftceti'the ad\tifer and prorn1ocer of it. Thofe tliat op

.it, n,erc chiifly Nkin}o, d~ Rzzarig 2:~nd hii . '.' 

It ilmutl incredible that there 1hould be fueli 
a dange of opinions in the fa.me Cidzens, on thi~ 
~iienfiOn, the- nf a . Anfl 
. VOL. I.· ye~ 
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.1'&.i8 T H·,E. HIS T-6· R-:y'·· Book 1 .... 
yet thofe very perfon! who, aft~r a Peace [hac, .had 

'lafted ten years, oppofed a war againft Duke Philip, 
.which was undertaken in.defence of their own liber .. 
'ties, now firenuouny infifted uPQnone againft Lucca, 
-to in\'ade .the. rights of others •. and at a time too 
~when the city 'was exhaufted and impo\'crilhed to the 
laft: degree~ by the heavy expepc,es o( tile lai!. A~d 
on the contrary, thofe Citizen~ wh,? had been tbe 
nl0ft aCl:ive and forward in prom~)tin.g. that w.ar, were 
pow' as vehement in dilfuading this. From hence we 
p:\ay obferve, what a wonderful alteration ticpe ufually 
:m*es in the judgment of mankind; how much more 
ready they are to ufurp the property of. ,others, thasa 
~o , defend, their .own i and bow m~cp ftrongc:r th~ 
flope' of gain. is, than t,h~ fftar of 10fUlg; [he lall~ 
feldom opera~ing except .whe,o the <;laAger is imm~ 
nent; but the former 'at all tiqles, ·,even when .the . 
'j;tOfpeCl: of fuccers is moft ,precarioUs ,and a~' t~'q 
2reau~ft diftance. And it muft be confide red like~ 
\tlife that the Florentines were at this time exccecL. 
Iilgly elated with the hopes of 'enjoying thofe atq~i; 
fit'ion~, which For:t~bracc~o had'alre~dy made:; and.~a, 
daily lncreafing; and from the l:-erter~, they re~'!:.4 
f~OD1 the gove.rno::-s of their fortr.e1f~. dm ~y=~ 
th~ confines of the Lucchefe :' fQr, tbore, of Pc:fcj&;:.M4 
Vleo wrote.to d,efire commifiions to take fu~h tQ~ 
i~ furrendCred, under their ,pr~tecti~D; fiAC~ ~~'1. 
inigh~ iCfure,t11emfdv,esthcy would foqn be· ma!\~sof 
~n the terri'tor}es ~elo?gin~ t.o ~he .1:PC;C~fe •. ; ~~ 
t~efe expectations were filll heightened, ·by an,.CIP
bafi'y rent from Paolo Guinig~. ~ord of . Ll1c~ ~J~ 
~ig!1iory of Florence, to ~oqjplaip" of' the .d,ep~, 
datlons made by Fortebracc1o ... and., ,t~ .c:n.treat 'Kill 
not to join their enemy in .making w.ar' upOn a 'n~~lh
bouring State, which had always li~~d' in ~ri~' ~~tl 
with them. ' . 
" The name of this AmbifTador was J ae-opo V~j~ 
a tnan,.who Rot long before had bc:en:th,rowD iDtO 
p,rifon by Paolo Guinigi for being concerned ~n a c9n
i!>}r~cy againft. hj~': ilod as G~in.igi 'had pard~ 

~ .. 
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Book' tV: 0 F F L b ifE NeE. 259 
him, though he waS found guilty, he thought H(: 
might reafonably expeCt his beft ':endeavC?urs to 'ferve 
him. But the remembrance of the daQger he had: 
cfcaped, making a deeper impreffion upon him, than' 
the fenfe of the favour he had received, when he' 
came to Florence he feeredy advifed the Citizens to 
purfue their defigns. ·Flattered by ihis enc6urng~: 
mmt. and the hopes they had alre-ady eonce.ived; the' 
Signiory affembled the Common Co'uncil~' where' ;the; 
inatrer was debated by fome of the leadingqlch of. 
the Republic. in· the prefence of -four hundred and' 
ninety-eight Citizens. Amo~gft the chief of thofc+ 
that promoted the enterprize, was' Rinaldo degIiAI-' 
l>izi (as was faid' before) who Ihewea them' the ad) 
yantages rhat would refult from maki,ng' ,:hemfelves' 
mafters of Lucca: that they could never' have a fairer 
opportunity than th~ prefent, as that 'State was then' 
abandoned both, by ~he Venetians and the Duke ()f 
Milan. and could not be relieved 'I>y ,the Pope, wlif;t 
was fuffiCiently C!mbrdt,led in the ~Ilffai .. ( of Naples:J 

that the fuccefs was certain, as' -the: government of 
Lucca was then ufurped by one of it~ own Citizens, 
and' had 10ft much of its ancient vigouf and alacritf 
in defending its liberties; fo that it _' was more than 
probable it would be delivered up -into their hands,: 
either by the people, to get rid of their tyrant, or bf 
the tyrant for fear of the people. He tlien Tecitea 
many inftances of Guinigi's malevolence an<\ of tb~' 
injuries he had done their Republic; afturing them' 
they would find him a thorn in their fide, and a very" 
dangerous enemy, if they fhouJd chance to be en-' 
gaged in a frdh quarrel with the Duke, or the Pope;' 
and concluded with faying, " tbar no war was ever 
entered into by the State of Florence with more juflice' 
on its fide, or more likely to be attended with fuccefs' 
and advantage to the public." 

In anfwer to this, Niccolo da Uzzano raid; " that 
on the £ontrary, he could 'not help being of opinion 
that they had never engaged in an~ undertaking that 
was more unjuft, more' hazardous, or more likely' 
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,6a THE HIS l' 0 R Y Book IV • . 
to be·of fatal confequcnce to thr State. , That in the 
lirft place, they were going to declare war againft a 
city of the Guelph party, which at all times had 
been a friend to the }o'lorentines, and had often re. 
cdved the Guelphs with open arms, and with great 
Fril and prejudice to itfelf, when they were not fuf
f.cred to live at peace and fafery at home. That there 
'Was no inftance to be found in the annals .of the Com. 
monwealth of any offence that the Lucchefe had ever 
given them: that if thofc who 4t different times had·
ufurped the government of their State, as CaA:rucdo 
formerly, and Guinigi at prefenr. had done them any 
injury, it ought not to be imputed to the Citizens, 
~ut to the Tyrant that ruled OVl"r tbem. That if 
they "ould make 'war upon one. Without hurting the 
other, .he fhould not be againft it: . but nnce that was 
impoffible, he .thQoght it molt cruel and unjuft, that 
~. people with whom they had always lived in amity 
4nd alliance, iho1Jld be plu-ndered and ftripped Of 
their good. and territories without any caufe' or of
(cnce: that however, as they lived in an .age whca 
little ~ccount was made of juftice, he fhould drop 
~at confideration, and confine himfdf chiefiy to 
",hat regarded common l1tility and the welfare of 
the Republic. Thofe meafures, he faid, might be: 
cfteemed g~d and fafe, and therefore profitable, 
.,hich were not Jia~le to he attended with lofs -or da
mage: but.he did not fee hew anyone· could caU 
t¥at undertaking profitable. where the lofs was ccr .. 
tain, and the gain precarious. The certainty of lor" 
proceeded .from tBe expence it muft oceafion; the· 
greatntes 'of w~ich ",:as enoug~ ~o alarm even a city 
tbat had 10llg lIved m tranquinlty, but much more. 
their own, which had already been fufficiendy har
raffed and exhaufted by a tedious and devouring war~ 
1'he profit they might exp«l: to reap was the ac-.'. 
quifition' of Lucca, which he conferred, was con
fiderable: but the difficulties and uncertainty of fnc
ceeding in the enterprize ought likewife to be re
membered, and appeared to lrim fo great, .that .be 
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Book IV. 0 F F L' 0 R ENe· E.' t6r 
tMug"t it impoffible. For it was not to be i'm~ginc:d 
tbat eiJher the Venetians or the Duke of Mibn would 
(uffer them to make fueh a conqudt, though the for
mer perhaps might eonctal their deftgns at prefent, 
pot to feem ungrateful to the ,F10rentines, at whofe 
expence they had lately enlarged their dominions fa 
confiderably: and the latter would be glad to fee 
~bem entangled in a new war, and impoycrilhed widi 
frefh expences, that fo he might faU upon them 
again with greater advantage. That in the mean 
time, when they vainly thought themfelves fureft of 
Cuecers, he would find fO{l1e meaIM or other, of fup
plying the Lucchefe with money either pubtickly or 
privately; and if that was not fufficient, he might 
prete.nd to difband his trOOps and fend them as fol
diers of fortune into their ferviee. Upon which ac
~ount, he would advife them to give up the enter. 
prize, and rather endeavour to excite the people of 
Lucca to rife againft their Tyrant; for if nothing 
elfe would fatisfy fome perrons but the acquifition of 
that city, he thought there was no way fo likely to 
~ffea it, as to fuffer them to live under th~ oppreQion 
and infolence of the ufurper. For if the matter was 
~ondua:ed with prudence, things might foon be 
):nought to fuch a pars. there, that the tyrant would 

. no~ Pe able to fupport himfclf in hi~ government, 
and the Citizens not knowing how to govern of them
telv~~' ~uft of neceffity give it up to them. But 
that he r.w t~e Council in a manner already detfll'
mined, . and th.t his advice was. not liO:l!n~d to. 
t.I0wever~ '~e would take upon him to prophety, 
tbat the war ~oJlld be attended with a very grievous 
e~pence and much dapger i thar, inftead of making 
~hemfelves mafters of Lucca, they would only enablc 
it to {hake off its prefcnt Joice; and from a w~ak ami 
opprctred city that was in amity with them, it would 
become a free S[at~, and a~ tnemy too; which in 
time might provc no inconfiderable obftac1e to the 
,sgrandizemc:nt of thtir own Republic.,: 
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262 THE HIS TOR Y Book IV." 
I After both fides of the quell-ion had been thoroughly 

canvalfed, they proceeded as ufual to * a ballot, by 
which it appeared, that out of fo great a numbeT, 
there were only ninety-eight againft a waT. It was 
therefore refolved upon; and ten Citizens being ap
pointed to conduct: it, they raifed both horfe and 
f90t, made Aftorre Gianni and Rinaldo degli Albizi 
their com miff aries, and agreed with ~ iccolo Forte
braccio to be their Commander in chief, on condition 
that he fhould be fuffererl to keep poffdIion of the 
towns and fortrcffc:s he had already taken. \Vhen 
the commiffaries arrived wi~h their troops in the ter
ritories of Lucca they divided their army; A {\:orre 
marching with one part through the plains towards 
Camaggiore and Pietro Santa; and Rinaldo towards 
the mountains with the other; imagining that when 
aU communication was cut off with the Country, the 
city mull foon faU into their hands. But this expe-

, • A manner of voting in eIea-ion., "cbates. 01' criminal caufes by 
dropping black or white balls, called BalDtlS by the French, into. 
box or bag or fometbing of that kind; the white (Ines fignifying af. 
Cent, the black ones dilTent I by which every man is at liberty to tote 
according to his conScience, not being in awe of anyone, or fear of 
having it known which way be ~aye his vote I the majoriry of white 
ball. detetmining fir t~e que1hon, of black bal!. «g«injl it. Tbil 
{cem. to be a very equitable manner of proceeding, and i. of great 
antiquity. 10 the trial of. criminal caures at Rome, an A upon the 
Balot~ wbich the Judges threw into an Urn, lignified the whole wof4 
'Word AlJfolv •• or, 1 abfolvi tit, ;trfo" 1I(cllftti, whence Cicero calls.f. 
Liltr« /«IIII«ril, « /4vi,,1. lllttr. They "had other Balotl with a C 
upon them which lignified Co"tlnIm., 1 ""dt",,, Ilzt ;Ir[oll ,((lIftti: anti 
others likewife marked with the letters'N alld L. No" Lig"", to 0r
der that the matter thould be fUI"ther enquired into I al the Judges 

'hereby declared, that it was not {ufficicotly plain, and that tber 
'Would not decide it whilft jt remained fo. Tb" wa, alfo rometimea 

"aprelTed 'V;'lI4 'Vo", by the word Amllius, as we may learn from tbe 
, following palTage in Cicero: .. C3uram pro Publicani. dixit Ca:lius. 
Confulea re audita mnplius de Concilii fententil pl'Onunciirunt" Cz· 

"liu. Fleaded for the publican.. The conrul., after I hey bad heard 
him, by the advice of tbe Senate, pronounced, I,t IIUI ",1I1t,r II,j.,-,. 
,A". ,,,gllirtd i"t/l." The Greeks likewire ured this cullom in their 

. criminal ClUre., bauilhments or oftracifms, fo railed from writing 
• the fentence or acquittal" upon oyfler-thells, or by throwing black or 
white beans into a co~ercd Urn. It is." rity it i. not ftill continued 

" in all great alTemblie., a. it feem. fo wei calculated to prevent cor
JIIIprion_ Some interpret the faying or Pytbagoras, IIlJ1i"t 4 fahil, ;II 
an admonition not to meddle in puohc aJrain, efpccially in" liIli. 
tenCcl. 
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dition proved unfortunate to them both in the end: 
to, though tooh Ihveral tQwns, their m¥ldutl: 
WQr highly the Public ~ AftQ£r&'s in~ 
deed with great reafQn. 

. Vale PieR:r¥l Santa Sftr, Qe~zai0 
at time verz:rrz,h anS of i¥lhabjt~ 

ants, who hea~ing of the co~mi{fa~r's approa.ch, went, 
Gut to mc-et hIm, and entreated hIm to receIve them", 
H1ti0Z:Z P,fz:zw:eCtion", "faithhQl fubjehh to t~z:z htate 
Florence. pan wSich, horre feeming [0 accept 
their fubmiffion with pleafure, ordert'd hIS ferc(:s to 

upoz:z thQ pffes placz:zs in thQ 
and Pving edembJf~h them , in prin" 

cipal Church, he kept them prifoners thert'1 and, 
Nufed his foldiers to plunder and ravage the whgle 
Cuuetry, urzSrzerd of rzvaricrz f,nd bz:zzdarity ~ 
Rot fparing even the confecrated places, or women of 
an,. degree or profeffion whatfoever. When the news' 
of tSefe pm,rzedinh"! errived Florz:znz:zz:z, not fz:znly thn 
Ptrzhifl:racf hut tfn £rholn z:zhy wz:zt nxceefi,zhly 
fended. And fome of the Seravezzans, who had 

efnthed}~~h srievo!?, z:z!~i~~i~;~e~~~ Ja!;~~' 
tations to everyone they met in the ftreets, that many 
of the Citizens, who t"ither thought Afrorre deferved 
w fc:ve,df fo, iTAefe hateh 
hi.AA becaQ{f he \lVZ:Z"! ¥lot of w:heir pzarty, them 
10 apply to the CouI)cil of Ten, and defire an au-

granteS,% one them thus 
dnd~~d to CoU%znlt' " trulh" 
Magnificent Lords, thac you will give credit to our 
report~' aed compaffionate our, unhappy conditionr 
h~rzz:*:& 'yottthttall h3ve in maz:zne, ym:Ej; 
cortJmHrary~as felzed 'upon our Country, and how 
we have been {ince treated by him. Our Vale, as 

recoti:A,,! of ye::t city a'mh :~- tdl-ifj;A evv, 
of Guelhh harry, oftnn ,ffordh3 fee urn 

reireac to' fuch of your Citizens as fled to it from the 
verfecution of the Ghibelines. BrAth oue anceftort 
~ havn . aU mrzes 'the "'cc."--. 

S 't 
~ 
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Bard for this reno,vnea Commonwealth, as the head 
and fuppolt of our party: and whilft the Lucchef~ 
continuec;l to avow the fame principles, we voluntarily 
{ubmitted to their government: but flnce they are 
faJlen under the dominion of a Tyrant who has for
faken his former allies, and gone over to the ,Ghi
beHnes, we have obeyed him indeed, but it has bee., 
out of conftraint, and not any good will or inclination 
of our own. We call God to witnefs how of [en we 
have prayed his Divine providence to give us an op
porturiity of ~ewing our affeCtion to our ancient 
friends. But how fallacious are [he hopes of men I 
what we thought would have been our redemptioD. 
lias proved our utter ruin. For when we had intel
ligence that your Standard was advancing towards 
o,ur Vale, we came out to meet [he comrnitfary, not 
as an e~emy, but as a fervant of our ancient mafters, -
and delivered up our Country, our fortunes, and our 
perfons into his hands, recommending ourfelves to' 
his proteCtion, upon a prefumption [hat he had the 
loul, if not of a Florentine, at leaft of a man. But 
pardon our freedom, we befeech you, Magnificent 
Lords, ((jnce the refleCtion that our misfortunes are 
_lready 10 ~reat that they cannot be increaf~d, iofpircs 
us with thiS degree of confidence) your commilfary 
has nothing of, a man but the 1bape, nor of a Flo
rentine but the name. He is a' Peftilence. a wild 
Beaft, and ruch a monfter of luft andcruelty~ as wu 
never let loofe upon any people before. For having 
drawn us all together into one of our Churches un
aer the pretence of a ,conference, he firft made ua 
prifoners, and then car~ied fire and rw~rd through 
the whole Vale, plunderlOg and murdeflng the men, 
violating the chaftity of the married wom~, and 
tearing thofe that were unmarried from the arms of 
~heir mothers, to deliver them up to the brutalit, of 
his mercilefs foldiers. If we had provoked him to 
thefe barbarjti~s by any injury don~ either to ;imfelf 
,or the Republic of Florence; or If we had fo much 
'as taken uf ~rms. in our o~n defence, we IbQu14 

t . have 
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lIave had the lefs reafon to complain I nay we thoulcl 
have juftly condemned ourfelves, fOr bringing them 
upon our own heads, and confldcrcd them as a punifh
ment due to our arrogance. But as ,!e delivered up 
ourfelves, freely and unarmed, into hIS hands I to be· 
afterwards treated in this inhuman manner, exceed. 
all patience and jufti~es our bittereR: lamentations. 
And though' we might h.,'e made not only Lom
bardy but every part of Italy ring with a recital of 
our forrows. to the great difgrace of this city; we 
did not think ourrcIves at liberty to do fo howeyer. 
for fear of ftaining the reputation of fo beneficent and 
honourable a Republic with an imputation of crimes 
cOmmitted by the malevolenCe and villany of a pri
vate fubjea s whore unexampled avarice (if we had 
known the man before) we would have endeavoured 
to fadate if pomble (though indeed it feems to have 
DO bounds) by facrificing one part of our eftaccs, to 
Freferve the other.; that fo \Ve might have efcaped 
Irretrievable ruin., But finee that is now too late, 
and we have no refuge left to By to but your com- ' 
pamon, we bcfrech you, Magnificent Lords, to pity 
the miferable condition of your poor and deftitute 
fubjctb; left others hereafter may be deterred by.our 
example from putting themfelves under your pro
teaion. If the greatoers of our fufFerings is' not fuf
fitient to move pity, let the fear of God's vengeance, 
however. exdte you to punifh dae Wretches who have 
fo imp,iouOy dared to riDe and b~ his churches, 
and to ma(facre the peopl~, whom they had to barety 
berray~d, before his very altars .. ' And 'having thus 
raid, they threw themfdves at their feet, wetping and 
imploring them to caufe their loads and eft.Ees to be 
reftored; and fince their honour could never be re
paired, that. they might at leait have the confolation 
'of fuing their wives returned to their hufbands, and 
their daughters to their parents. 

The enormity of thefe fa~b, fupported not onlY 
by common fam~, but the tdlimony of the fuff'ererl 
tbemfeltes, enflamed the Magfftracy to futh a de

gree. 
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gr~e,· that Afiorre was net' only recaUed immediately, 
put c~fheered; . a~d . rendered for ever incapable of 
~ing employed agai~ in the fervice of the Republic. 
A. ftrja feareh wa,s likewife made after the ~ffc:C1:s of 
~qe .Seravc:zzans •. and what copld be toul)d w·~ re~ 
nored ~o tbe ow~rs; for the rfit they )Vere af'er-. 
wards indempifi~d at rhe t:;cpence of the Republic. . 

Ripal~9 ~~~l.i J\lbi~i ·~IJS alfo accufed of carrying 
Qn the wflr }n luch !' (Jlaf1n~r as tepded only to his OWl) 

privi1t~ ~dyant~, ·witho~t aoy r«gard to that of thl; 
~ommoll~efllt~. T~ey faid, lha~ after he was ap
poin~d commitfilry, he tho~ght n~ mQr~ of ~be re
d~chon ~f J.ucca, but employ~d hlmfelt in plunder
ing t~e Country to ijoels. his OWQ e!late. ~itp the cat .. 
Jle, ,nd furpifh lIis Qoufe with the. fpo~l of o~hers. 
That he was n~t cOlltent )Vith the booty ·h~ hlld amalfeq 
himfelf, but bought up all that b.ad ~en takell' by. 
the com9lon foldiers: fo that in{tead of ~ commiffary, 
Ite was become a Pawn-brokerr. Thefe calumnies ex
~eedingly mortified his pride, (for he was a haughty, 
thougp an l10nell and up'rigl}~ rpan) an4 raifed· hi, 
paffions t~ fUf~ a height, as was not cOllfiftent with 
~he cparaCter of his grayityal}d wilaom. lie therc;' 
fore took po~ fpll of rage and indignation again~ 
. the Magiftratrs, and without waiting for their leavc~ 
.immediately returned to Florence, and prefrnt~d him
felf bef~re t~e s;ouncil of Ten; !p~m he lold with:
out ~(1y 4=eremollY qr .referv~, ',~pat pc w~ll knew, 
how difficult and dangl:roll~ a tniqg it was, to ferve at! 
unbrid.led Peop~e, and ~ divided ~tate; finee the one 
was ~arried away with every rumour; the other, put 

. a malicio~s interpretation upon aaions that were 
doubtful, ~nd always punifhed the evil, but nev~ 
rewarded the good. So tha~ ,f a commander fuc
eeeded in an expcditiC?n, he had no praife at all j \f 
he was guilty of ~n error, hi~ conduCl:. was cenfurc:~ 
by the generality s b':lt if he mifcarricd, he ~as fur~ 

. to be condemned by ev~ry one: fo.r ip one cafe. his 
own party .wo~ld envy his f~ccef~, and his adverfariCJs 
not fail to infult him i~ !h~ptqer. That, 4owev~f. 

he 

Digitized by Google 



Book IV. 0 F F LOR E N'C E.· t.~i· 

he had never been difcoura~d by the fear csf idle 
Dander and undeferv~d reproach, from purfuing an,' 
undertaking, that he was convinced would be of real 
advantage to his Country. That indeed, the afper"; 
fions fo unjuftly thrown upon him at pr~fenr, had 
overcome his patience and difcompofed his ufual tem
per. That he advifed them to be more ready .to de
fend the reputation of their fc:rvants for the future, if. 

. they expeaed to be cheerfully and effeaually feeved 
by them: and fince it was nOl the cuftom of the Flo
rentines to honour their Citizens with Triumphs, it 
might be hoped at leaR: they would protea them 
againft calumny and unjuft accufations. That they 
ought to remember that they themtelves were likewite 
officers in the fame Republic, and liable at any time 
to be traduced in the fame vile manner, and then 
they would find, how grievous fuch treatment was 
~o men of honour and integrity." 

Upon [hefe remonftrances, the Council endeavoured 
to appeafe his refentment as much as they could at 
prefent; but gave the further care of conduCling thar: 
expedition to Neri di Gino and Alamanno Salviati; 
who, inftead of ravaging the Country, determined to 
advance directly to Lucca with their forces; which. 
as it "as then' very cold weather, had retired' into 
winter quarters at Capannole. But the commiJfarie. 
who defigned. to draw nearer, and inveft the towQ. 
without further lofs of time, having ordered them to 
'march out and encamp before it, the foldiers flatl, 
refufed to ftir in that tevere feafon of the year; tho' 
the Council of Ten had likewife fent them tlricl: or:
. ders to aavance, and faid they would admit of no 
cxcufe. 

There was ae that time in Florence, one Philip 
Brunellefchi, a celebrated Painter and Architea, 
many of whofe paintings and buildings are yet to be 
(eeo in florence -If-: and for which the Citizens thought 

• At length (Cays Voltaire) wealth and liberty elicited the pniul 
.. w,U ai tb., c9urage of the n.tioD. In FIOl'cnc:c ~rllllellefc:hLbcg~ 

them .. 
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tbemfel'Yef fo much obliged to him, that after his 
death, they ereaed a m~rble ftart)e to his, memory iq 
the principal Church, with an infcription upon it fet
~ing forth his great merit and excellency in thofe arts. 
This Philip havi~ reconnoitred the coune of the ri~ 
'Wer Serchio and the fituatio~ of flucca, informed the 
Council of Ten. that he woqld undertake to lay that 
City under water; and fo far convinced them of the 
praClicability of his deGgn, that they gave him a 
Commiffion to put it in execution. '~ut this project 
had a very different eifca, and ~cafiQned (uch c.\if
order amongO:: the Florentine troops'th'at it ravr~ the 
city. For the Lucchefe being aware Qf it, imm~di. 
ately threw up a thong bank, quite aCtOrS th~ m~a
dows through which they were diverting' the curren~ 
of the River upon them. After whic~, they cut a 
Auice one night in the bank of the Channel whi~h th~ 
enemy had made j through which the water prefently 
took its courfe, and being oppored by the Dam, be
gan to rife in ruch a manner upon the plain above, 
where t~ Florentine army had at laft encamped, tba~ 
inftead of advancing any funher, they were forced to 
raife tbeir Camp and abandoa the enterprize for thac . . cune. 
, This eXp'cdition having proved unfuccefsful, the; 
Dew Council of Ten which had lately been appointed, 
bt Giovanni Guicciardini to fupcrfedc the late Com. 

to revive the ancient taie oE Architeaure. Oiotto ... remarkable 
for hi. Paintingt, and Boccaccio afcertained tbe Italian language. 
Guido of Areuo invented the new method ~f mu6cru notet. la 
Petrarch and Dante there i. a great- number of paft'~ wherein we 
admire tbe vigour of the Ancienla joined to the frcthnefa of -the aID
dem.. What gave modern Rome fome fuperiority o.er the ancient. 
wu the Cupola of St. Peter',. Tbtre were only three antique mo.. 
Jluments of tbi. kind extant in the world; part of tbe dome of the 
temple of Minerva at Atben •• the dome of the Pantbeon at Rom~. 
and that of the great Mofque at Conftantinople, formerly St. Sophia's, 
built by Juftinian. But tbefe Cupolas. thougb fu&iciently raiCed or( 
the infide, were too tlat without. Brunellefcbi, the reltorer of Ar. 
ehiteaure in Italy in the fifteenth century. remedied this defca ia 
tbe cathedral of Plorence, by buildin~ two Cupola. one within tbe 

'other a but thore Cupola. bad' fumethlllg of tbe Gotbic. and were 
Dot in jd proponioa. Vol. ii. part iii. p. S. and Vol. iii. pan vi. 
p.IO", 

mifi'ariea. 
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OF ,FLORENC!. 
mHfaries; who fat' down with his army as near the 
town as he could. The Lord of Lucca therefore 
feeing himfelf clordy befieged; fent Sylveftto Trent~ 
and Ludovico Bonvifi to follicit· relief from the Du~ 
of Milan, by the advice of Antonio del Rolfo, who 
at that time refided with him as enToy from the Re. 
public of Siena. aut thefe Deputie~ fipding him un
.illing to fend any fuccour to their mafter, alfured 
bim priv.ately in their own name and that of the peo
ple of Lucca, that if he would fend a body of troops 
to their affiftance, they would feize upon the Tyrant. 
and deliver both him and the town into his hands: 
I"ut if he did not, the Tyrant would certainly giTC: 
Wlp the town to the Florentines, who had offered him 
yery advantageous terms. This fuggeftion wrought' 
fo effettually upon the Duke, that he immediately 
laid afide aU referve, and ordered Count Francifcc» 
Sforza, hB General, publickly to demand apaa-age 
for his troops through the territories of Lucca, intO' 
the Kingdom of Naples: which being granted, he 
advanced with them to Lucca; though the Floren
tines, who raw through his defign,' fent to defire tneir 
common friend Boccacino Alamanni, to dilfuade him 
from it. But upon the arrival of Sforza at LUCCI, 

they withdrew their forces to Libraf:lu3, and the other 
went to lay fiege to Pefcia, of which Paolo da Dia
cetto was then Governor; but he bafely abandoned it 
aDd fled -to Piftoia; fo that if it had not been better 
defended by Giovanni Malavolti, Commander of the 
Garrifon there, it muft have fallen into the en'em"; 
"ands~ The Count, however, nOt being able to carry 
it by affault, marc~ed away to ,Buggiano, which he 
lOOk, and ~urnt the Caftle of Stiliano, a neighbour- . 
jng forners. Upon which, the Florentines not a'lit
lie chagrined at thefe devaftations, refolved to have 
,«ourfe to a remedy that had often been of great fer
vice to them in times of danger and diftrefs; k~ow" 
iog by experience, that m~rcenary foldiers might ge
nerally be corrupted, when they could not otherwife 
be oppofed. For this purpofe, they offered the 

Count 
7 

Digitized by Google 



l~O T H I HIS TOR YBook: tV'. 
Count a fum of moneyf, provid~d he would give 
Lucca up to them and quit the Country: and the 
Count finding he was not likely to fqueeze any great 
maner out of the Lucchefe~ foon began to lend' an 
ear to thofe that could better feed his avarice. He 
therefore agreed with the Florentines, not abfolutely. 
to ddiver Lucca into their handss which he could not 
for 1hame comply with, but to draw his fortts from 
it~ upon payment of fifty thoufand Ducats. Afrer 
which treaty, in order to engage the Lucchefe to ex
cuie his proceedings to the Dukes he determined to af
fift them in depofing ~heir Tyrant. 
. Antonio del Roffo, the Sicnefe envoy, was then in 
Lucca, as we have faid before; and by the Duke's 
authority began to enter into meafures with the Citi
zens for that purpofe: the principal of whom were 
Pietro Cennami and Giovanni da Chivizano. And 
this they did the more freely, as Lanzilao the Tyrant's 
$on, was then with Sforza, who lay encamped upon. 
the banks of the Serchios at a little diftance from 
the town. The Confpirators therefore, caking arms,. 
to the number of forty, went direa]y to Guinigi's 
hou(e in the dead of the 'night; who being awaked 
by the noife they made, came down to them trembling 
and f~ighred, and defired to know what they wanted. 
To which Ceimami made anfwer, " thats as they had 
been fo long oppreffed by him \\ ithin the walls, and 
reduced to fueh {haits by as enemy withour, that they 
were every day in danger of periIhing either by fa
~ine or the fword, they were now refolved to govern 
themfelves; and ther~fore demanded the Keys and 
treafure of the city to be delivered to them. II Gui
nigi replied, " that the trurure was aU fpeats but. 
the keys and himfelf were at their fervice: that he 
hoped however, as his reign had both begun and been 
continlled till that time without blood, there would 
be none fhed at the conc1ufion of it." Upon. which. 
fubmiffion his life was fpared . for that time: but 
Sforza took both him and his Son along with him fG 

the. 
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• he ·Duk..e ·at Milan, where they died,not.lpng~aftcr:~ 
prifon., .' . ". _ '.' ...: 

At the d~parture .of the COlmt, . the Lucchefe being 
freed from~the yoke of thtu-. Tyrant, and .the Floren, 
tines from the fear. of the- Dukc·s'.1'arcc:s; one fide 
began to pr.epare . for ,their dcfeooei and' the other to 
J'~~W looftiliti~s. ·The latter having appointed. the 
Count of Urbino ... their C-ommandec:.in chief" lai4 
~lpfe. liege.: t:O the town. and: IlCduced the Lucchefe 
to fueh.extremities, . that they were.obliged to, make 
frdh application. to the Duke. who ,under the fame 
pretexJ ·lhat he ·had before knt Count Sforzl, now 
fent Niccol() Piccinino to thdr f\lccour, But. the 
-Florentioes, rdalv.ing to difputc.his 'palfage ~er·lh. 
~~rehip-•. '·1l9 bcLwas advancing.'to'.'felieve the 101Y~ 
.c,ame to an.esagagcment with him 'Upon the banks .of 
,pe River,; in which they received iO great:an over .. 
throw, that . only the' commi1fary and . a ver.,.:fe.w ~ of 
~j •. mcn.ckaped the hands of the ~my, andlled to 
Pifa. This defiat threw the city of. Florence. into 
the utmoll. confternatioo ;::aml.as ~:expedition:had 
been dudereaken aimoO: by geneMI .cOJi:tfcmt,: the people 
not kno.wing agliinft whom dfe .. to .tlhh their. rage-~ 
~an to abufe' thofe : that bad 'conducted t~ waf 
(pn4c they: could .not woll tell how' to Dlamc thofe 
~.ho by tbeir owti iAftigationlbac:! fuft:advifed it)· and 
r~vivcd tbeir old ~umnic:s .tgainft'Rinaldo degli.Al~ 
bizi., . B~ithe"ptrfonwhm' tar.;~fell upoo with the 
gre~,eft villdence was Gio\laDni ,Gaicoiatdini, wh~ 
they faid, might '. eafily huC') ,ult .a1l'~ :cnd ,to: tbe' 'war 
after. the departure of-.Count. :StOrZI.j if. he' had noc 
~en'bribed;' 02Y; -they webt b &l!:as~'to charge him 
with {ending a horf~·load of. money tOi his ·own. houft"; 
and pa~fUtulady mentioned mC':namc:S . both of: thofe 
tha~ carried. aud thoft that received It. : Thefe clamours 
and accuf~tiona made fueh a noife, thauhe Captain of 
the People: could noe nIp ·taking .. cognizance of fa 
public a ~h4r~ •. cfpedally as Ite was:·likewife impor: 
tunatcly called upon f-o to do by Giovanni's enemies. 
Having cited him therefore to clear himrelf of this 

impu~ 
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~~,putarion, maPo his Wl!%;O 
P:oming indignation, and contempt oP their malice-, 
and his relations exerted thtmfelves fo ftrenuoua~ 

the PonOU!%; ~f faillily, tho Captoi~ .,,; 
obliged to ~P ~~I further .p~oceed~ngs againft him. 

P:he P;~~:=!On:~~~y tt! :~~, !~~f~~O=~!tetl ... 
lelves of all the territories of PiCa, except Bientina, 
"=";;"&lJ;j~"" Lh!~mo lApPorn) LiPtafatt%l£: a~P 
if a confpiracy had not been difcov.ered, which was 
fo,med' PifOg that dry lli"u.ld alfo hlt~e 
o[:&~zonft Fl~,lt~tmlt' howlt%l£cr 
lheir army, and put it 'under the Command of Mi
~z..,._,~ 0t± had t"L~ unde!·Sfor==:~," The: 

,Duke on the other hand, did not fail to purfue • his 
advantaffe; and in order to defcat all future ltnlemooStb 

the ii'f~rent:¥Stbns tn~,!! eP:~EfuIUo, he ~Stbltvailmi aport 
tbe Genoefe, the Sienefe, and the ~ Lord of Piom-biDo~ 

enre,imo ... leaglt%l£ for, dP:Pnc~ LOltlta ani' 
to take Cicciniao into their pay: which Jaft circum
fiance fo~plain~lr difcove~ed ,hi~ defJgnsz that the FloJ. 

bke!!,nile r%l£oowed ,nhelr oonfed%l£oacy 
Venetians. Upon this, open hoftilities were imme-

oomo'konceP iriC,~mb!!,Py ~Cofcanh§ 
wa, was o!!,ritd ~n, fev.eral fkirmUhe~ 

enfued with various fuecefs on each (Kie: till at 11ft 
wo,e both W tE!!-e,i, that genlttol Poooe Wltt 

concluded in the Month' of May 14n :. by whi£h it 
wP~tfoe""'~, tOllidkS hltff beo~ rakeo 

the Clore~,ines, Sieoowe iho~ld 
mutually reftored to their former pofi'efrots~ 
Durm~ Ih~omlrf~ war ~ProaP. the 

humours"began to ferment again at hor:ne; and Co~ 
time, do' Mediciz aft~r tho decerfo of Giovah~i, 

to oa: ~'kith.gtlt~ter (pirie publk. tiffoi", 
with more openuefs and zeal for the good of his friends; 

C!!O, his Pother Pad : that ·thofe 
joited at thc death of Giovanni, were not a little 

damped 
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tlam~d at the procer:dings of his Son. Colimo, 
_as a man of very great prudence, of a fedale and 
agreeable countenance, exeeding liberal and humane: 
bever entering into any meafures that would be per· 
nicious to the Srate, or e\'en the party that ·he o~ 
pofed; but taking all opportunities of doing good to 
every one, and of conciliating to himfelf the af
feaions of· his fellow Citizens by his goodnefs and 
generofity. So noble an example of benevolenc~t 
greatly increafed the hatred ~hich the public bad al
ready conceived againt\: the governing party, and at 
the fame time was the beft method he thought he 
could take, to enable himfdf either to live with re
putation an.d fecurity in Florence, or to get the bet
ter of any perfecution that the malice of his ene
mies might raife againfi: him. by the interefi: he had 
with the people; and even; if neceffary. by force of 
arms. There were two Citizens that contributed 
more than any of the rell: to promote this interefr, 
whore names were Averardo de' Medici, and Puccio 
de' Pucci: the one by his boldnefs and activity, 
the other by his great wifdom and experience. which 
added much reputation to his party: And indeed 
the judgment and authority of the latter were fo ge
herally revered, that he gave name to the party, 
which was not called Cofimo's, but Puccio's parey. 

In this divided flate of the City, the expedition 
againft Lucca was undertaken; which, inflead of ex
tinguifhing the rage of faction, frill added fuel to ir. 
}o'or though Puccio's party had promoted and advift'd 
a war, yet thofe of the other fide were chiefly. em
ployed in conduCting ir, as they had greater power 
in the government. And fince A v~rardo de' Medici 
and his friends could not by any means prevent this, 
they took every opportunity of defaming them and 
calumniating their aeHons: fo that when they met 
with any misfortune (as they did with feveral) it was 
hot imputed to th~ fuperior ftrength or better rna· 
nagement of the enemy, but to the mifconduCt: and 
imprudence of the Commiffary. This was the oc-
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th~t th<: en~>,mit><:s <:ommitted by ,tdl:o~<:e 

Gianni~ though ve~y great ind~c:d of themfelves. 
were uIlI <:<:agg<:rate>t, It was thIS tr<:2,-z:m>=:"t; 
that provoked Rinaldo degli Albizi to fuch a degree, 

ge hi~ cornmanI', witP"ut t;»rmift:JOn, This 
was the true caufe ,.of Giovanni Siuicciardin~_ beiJl8 
ened w:o ahpeat bete-z:e Ceptal" of FeOpFE. 
From hence proceeded all the charges and complaints 

,>Jere axhiPited egairKft 
Commiffaries: and whiHl: thofe that any foun-

we~a always eggrw~Hed anh fup~ 

!J0rred by down!ight falfc:hoo~" ~he peo~le g~eedil~ 
i >Nalhrwed all, NJe>eth,,> true:: or £ailile, "ut G£ the Uatrud 
they bore to them. And though ,Niccoli> ca Uzzano 
uud p::rty, weru fuflkiemlh 
awar~ of thefe b!fe artifices, and had feveral private 
¥11eetmgs coaRlider uf gmpea meam to 
effeCt: of them, yet' they -could not fix upon any ex-

wa~ verd danharou5> th>d ku>w, co", 
nive at thtm, and .not lefs iO to proceed to open vio-
Fnce, Ueuan" hlmfalf EliliS ?:o lili£'d 
of that kind. But Niccolo Barbadori, ieeinG they 
m>re thi?: mimner with ,aar "brolilid ih aud 
fattion at home, tooh an OppNrtumty of gOililig 0"" 

to vifi> him at his own houfe, where he found 
him very tdougdtful and An ftoPy ; 

hirnfdf wifhed to fee the ruin of Cofimo, he left 
no met hoP untn>d pra"ail "POIi UZ>lilino Jom 
mith RinaldG deb1i Albizi to drive him out of the 
City. 

After fome pauf~, Uzzano tepliedih 
much ben>~ foe yomfdf lilind you> 
b>dori> and for the Commonwealth 

CC Ie would be 
to>Cs Blili>~ 

in genera), j( 
fu>h mlilililifurm» 

gold, as your name 
yc>u 

had • beards of filver inftead 

, • Barba d· oro! in the. J~:dian',fignifies • ~ta.rrI Dj K!!J. "This is 
il>£>refc-rr ont' ut ht>lr PUBS, or muutt'e >rom G>Hch ih2>e 
beft authors I Cat W>,,'err in lVTachiihuz-I's aii£.% Ion> ihfter, ure 
altogetbc~ free. They were not p~uliar ~o Italy; for we find them. 
kutter>'»>! In t;rJr~ plrnry morz- e5 thz- fihlty) i2>z:ou>n t~C n;nrks ni 
the nrft ute Gellius'S of our Own c;auntry. ~ 

im-
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imports: for then egery one might hope for wife and 
wholefome counfel from grey hairs and long expe
rience. Common prudence, however, I fhould think~ 
would be fufficient to induce thofe that adviCe the 
cx:pulfion of Cofimo, in the firft place, to compare 
their own ftrengt~ with his. Our party, it feems, is 

- now difringuifhed by the name of the Nobility, and 
the other, by that of the Plebeians. And fuppofing 
there was any juft reafon for that diftina:ion, fuccets 
in fuch an undertaking would frill appear, very du
bious; and we ought rather to fear the worft, than 
hope for any good from it, when we remember the 
fate of the ancient Nobility of this Ciry, who at laft 
were utterly fuppre1fed in their contefts with the PIe .. 
beians. And we have ftiIl fewer advantages on our 
fide than they had: for our party is divided, whilft: 
that of our adverfaries is compaa: and entire. Neri' 
di Gino and Nerone di Nigi, two of the chief men 
in the City, have not yet declared themfelves, and 
it is uncertain what fide they will take. Several fa
milies are divided amongft themfelves; and many 
there are that hate us, and favour our adverfaries, 
merely out of envy or malice to their own brothers, 
or fame other near relations. Some of the moll con
fiderable of whom, I fhan mention; the rell: will na .. 
turally occur to your own memory and obf~rvation. 
AmongO: the fans of Mafo degli Albizi, Luca, out 
of hatred to Rinaldo, is gone over to the other fide. 
In the family of the Guicciardini, Pietro, the fan of 
Lui~i, is a mortal enemy to his brother Giovanni, 
and Joins our adverfaries. Tomafo and Niccolo 50-
derini openly oppofe us out of picque to tht'ir uncle 
Franc:ifco. So that if we confider the quality of 
thofe that conftitute their party, and of whom out 
own confifrs~ I fee AO reafon why one fhould be called 
the Nobility in preference to the other. If it is be
eaufe they are followed by the Whole body of the 
;Plebeians. that very circumftance makes them fo 
much fuperior to us, that if ever we come to an open. 
erial of our ftrcngth, we lhaU not be abl~ to ftan4 
'. T' - b.-,2. 
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J>efore them. And if we frill continue in poifcffioD 
~f the firO: plaers in the Commonwealth, it is co.
wely owing' co.the cftablilhed credit of an admiD~ 
firation, which has now fupported itfclf for the fpace 
of fifty years. But if things fuould f:ome to e:Ktrc:", 
mities, and our prcfent weaknef~ be difcovercd, yob 
may depend. UPOD it, we 1hould be forced OUt of the: 
MagHiracy, perhaps to our utter deO:ruB:ion. If ia 
be raid, that the ju£lke of our caufe will increafe our 
rcputation, and diminith that of our enemies; I ~ 
iwer, that it is neceffary the people thould firft be 
(:oovinccd, that it rtally is a juft one: aDd how can. 
that be done, finee it muft plainly appear, that the 
motives of our proceedings are founded merely upoD 
a jealoufy that Colimo may attempt to ufurp a ~ 
nreignty over this Republic. If we entertain fuclt 
{ufpicions of him ourfelves, others are fa far froID 
doing it, that they accufe us of tbofe very ddigns 
'With which we charge him. What reafon is there for 
_hefe apprehenfions,. they will fay, except that he: 
freely lends money to everyone that wants it. DOl 
only to private people, but to the public,. upon any 
exigency, and to foreigners as well as Florentines; 
that he is a friend to fueh as nand in need of p~ 
kaion; or becaufe he fomfltimes helps to advance ... 
acquaintance to a reputable employment in the Com
monwealth, by the intereft which Ais univer". be
.Revolence has gained him amongR: the people? Whu 
then fhall we be able to plead as an escufe for eD-' 
deavquring to expel him the .City? Shall we accu~ 
him of being charitable, friendly, liberal, and be
loved by everyone? Tell me. I pray you, what law 
prohibits or condemns charity, liberahty, and. ~QC
licence. Indeed thefe virtues are fometimrs counter .. 
idted to cajole the vulgar, by fueh as afpire to do
D1inio~; but they do not appear in [hat light at pro
fent, nor is it in our power to make them; we have 
loft our reputation by our late .mifconduCt; aad & 

people naturally prone to faCtion. and ,orrupted by 
jCORcin!Jal diY19ons, will J1~ lon~¢r put any c:on.i~F 
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in us, or give credit: tQ fqch accufations. But fup
I?ofe we 1liould fuceeed fo far as to get' him banifhed 
(whi~ti. indeC'd might po!llbly be done jf tbe Signiory' 
woufd concur in it) how {bould we pre\fent his return~ 
when he has fo many powerful friends left in the 
eicy~' who would n'ever 'reft till. they had got him re
caned? This w.ouJd be to no purpofe ,therefore .... 
,nilit his incereft ~'(o great, and the remembrance, 
of his benevalence' fo {reAt upon the minds of the 
pe~ple;, aRd the more we fhould banifh of his de
dared friend's, the more we fhould augment the num
ber of our own fectet enemies. So that w~n he re
turDe~ as he certainly would dQ in a {hOF~ time, we 
n10pld find, that we had done nothing more, than 
&nith a good man, and bring back a bad one, as 
liiS" difpoficion', would be altered by' thofe thar hatt 
procure:d his reftoration i to whom he would think. 
liimfelf under'fuch obligations, that he could not op-' 
pore them in, any 'thing. But, if it is intended tQ put 
l'lim to death in a. judicial' manner, thatean never be 
etreaed'; for a~ he ,is rich, and the magiftracy c~r
tupt, Ile will be fu~e, to ercape all punilhment. Bu~ 
Jet us fuppofe he' filould be condemned, or perhaps 
~eV'er .r~turn fro~ (xile; I caonot perceive whatthc
f:ommonwealtll w~uld gain by that: for no roone! 
wiU it be free from rhe app'ehenfions- it was under 
from Colima, buc'it will be' liable to the rame from 
Rinaldo. For my ()'.yn parr, 1 am one of thofe thaC 
~elf delire to fee one Citizen exceed another in au .. 
~hority~ And if one of there two muft feize the rein! .. 
1 know ,DOt ~ny reafon that 1hould induce me to prefer 
Rinaldo to Cofimo. I have nothing furth~r to add, 
but that J pray God to prcfervc this City from ever 
falling und~ dle dominion of anyone man; but, if 
a time 1bould . ever come when our fins {hall bring 
thaI! judgment' upon,- us, I pray ftill more earneftly. 
that we may Dot hf~om~ fubjeCt to Rin~ldo. LeI 
pte exhort you, thercfof~, nOJ to perrift In a derign 
'hat is every way fo full 'of danger, nor tq imagine 
Wt ro~ ~al~ b~ able tofe; t~~ better of the m:~; 
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tude by the co operation of fo few amftants as you 
will hav~: for take my word for ir, the far greater pare 
C)f the Citizens, fom~ out of ftupidity, and others 
out of malice, are ~horoughly difpofed to fell their 
toun~ry; and fortune has l>c:en fo favourable to them 
;&s 'to provide a purchafer. T~ke my advice then for 
once; endeavour to live quietly; and as to any in~ 
vafion of our liberties~ be aifured, that you have as, 
much to apprehend from our own party, as th~ other. 
When ~rgubles arife, take no (ide ., for by O:anding 
neuter, you will be upon good terms with everyone, 
and advantage yO\lrfelf~ witpout prejudicing your 
C:;;ountry,tt , ' 

Thefe dHruafions, in fome meafurc:, cooled Barba': 
dori's refplution: fo that the City continued tolerably 
quiet, till (he war with Lucca was ov~r.· But'a peace 
being concluded, ~nd l1zzano dying foon after, 
there was nobody left of fufficient authority to fup.' 
prefs ~h~ ill humours that began to ~~w themfelves 
again '!Vithou~ feferve, when all reftr~int was at an 
end. :Rinaldo degli 41bizi in particu,lar, who no" 
'ootted upon himfelf as the' H~ad of that patty, was 
~pntinuaJJ1 teazin~ an~ ilnponunin$ fuc;p Citi~en~ as 

... I~ it a man'. duty, fa,id a celebrated b~t unhl,~PY ftelate of. 
pur Church, to keep himfelf al ... ay. from embarking 1ft partin and 
{aEtiClna, lind falling witb vehemence into all the interefta and delign. 
of them. Thi, \ViII necefTarily, in tillie, ~mbitter hi, fpirit •• anel 
four his humour, make him like and difiike men implicity, and lead 
!lim into mallY re(entmentl \\bi\=11 he bath nothing to do wjth:~ Bi~ 
flIop Atterbury's Sermon., publifhed by Dr. Moore, vo., ii. p. S15-
ThIS palTa8e occur' in that upon Rom. xii. 18. The author of Dr. 
~(5heton·. Life (an eminent Divine, who died at the beginning 01 
tbis century) {ay', p. 391 .. That he had narrolV1y obferved the con. 
duEt of all parties in every reign, durinJ the ~ourfe of hi. life: tbat 
he faw the madnef. of the peope. and liow defigning me" can reduce 
them tq prp!=!aim ~ofa"nas at on~ time, aDd demand crucifixion at 
,noth~r: that he was aW;lre of the mean felfilhnef., ambition. and 
yiolence of the beft partie. I which gave him the faqle idea of parlin 
in aenenl i and c:onft'luently was fenfible of the expedience of thofe 
precautioJlS recommelllied by Archbi/hop Dawe., in hi, Serl1lon \1POQ 
the ,oth of ]anllary, .. 'rhat we ought to take care not to lift ollr. 
{elves as thorough members (If allY party,"-It is no extraofdi~ary 
tbing, fay~ a very c.eJebrated allthor, to fte penons die in that Panyl 
~hkb th~y decl~e~ fo!" a~ the rif~ of a faajo~, o~ the be,iD;nl~g 0, * ~eV9Iu!leJ'" . 
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be tbought wer.e liktIy to be the next Gonfalonicrs, 
to take up arms and dc-liver their Country out of 
the hands of a man, who~ taking the advantage of 
the ftupidity of fame, and tbe malice of others, would 
certaanlyenOave it. Thus Rioaloo, by endeavouring 
to fupplant his adverfaries, and they to Cuppon them
{elves, kept the whole City in continual alarm and 
fufpicion.: fo that when new magiftrat~s were ap
pointed. it was prefeady known how nlany there were 
on one .fide., and bow many on the other: and at the 
knborfatioDl for the Signiory. there was nothing to 
be feen but tumult and uproar. Every trifling affair·· 
that was brought before the Magiftracy., created a 
divifion amongft them: all feerets were divulged, 
they had no regard to juftice; the good and the e~i1 
were treated alike; and there was nOl: fo much as one 
Magitlrate that did h.s deny. . 

'1 he Citt· being ia this eoofuGon, and Rinaldo im-. 
,atient to lower the authority of Colimo; confidering 
with himfdf lbat Bernardo Guadagni (though a man. 
very fit for his purpoft') could not be admitted to the 
office of Gonfalonier, even if his name' lhould be 
drawn, except tbe arrears he was itt to th~ public 
were firft difch.araed., be paid thnn himfelf. And as 
fortune (the oonftanc CClemy of our City). would have 
it., in the Imborfauon for a new Sigaiory, Bernard. 
was attualJy drawn Gonfalonier for the two enfuing 
months of Septcmbe.r and Oaober. Upon which; 
Rinaldo immediately went to congratuJate him, and 
told him. how much the Nobility, and all honeft men 
who defued .to li~ in peace ud fc:eurity, wer:e r.c~ 
joiced CO fee him ift poJfeffion of that dignity; and 
that iI was hoped be would behave himfeJf in fueh a' 
manner at would give them no' awk: to repent of it. 
He then rq>refchtcd CO him the danger they were in 
from their diviflOns; tbat the fureO: way to reftore 
union amongft them, w.as to rid themfelves of Co. 
limo, who was the only man that ftood in their ~ : 
that the popularity he had gained by his immenfe 
liches, ~d given him fueh an afcendaney, th~t, if 

. . T + timely 
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timely care was not taken to prevent it, he would 
certainly make himfeJf abfolute Lord over them: and 
therefore it w.as his duty, as a good Citi~en, to pro
vide againft the danger, by calling the people to. 
gether in the Piazza, to reinftate the admini{tratio~ 
in its former power, and fecure the liberties of hi~ 
Country. He defired him to remeQ'lbcr the example 
of Sylveftro de' Medici, who (even without any ap
pearance of juftice on his fide) was able· to check th~ 
over-grown power of the Guelphs, though they cer
tainly had the faireft· claim to govern the city, as a· 
reward for tqe blood which their anceftor~ had fo· gc
nerouOy thed for the defence of it: and that what 
he alone could eff"eCl: without any juft pretenfions, 
and in fpite of fo many powerful adverfaries, might 
(urely be done again in a juft caufe, and when thl'r~ 
was but one man to oppofe them, He e~horted him. 
to act with vigour and refQlution~ as all his friends 
wouldimmcdiately take arms to fupport him; to 
make ·no account of the mob (though chey feemed to 
adore Cofimo. at prefent) for in. time of need, he. 
would be fc:rved I>y them juft as GeorgioScali had 
been formerly: nor to ftand in av,e- of his riches; for 
when once he was in the power of the Signiory, hit 
wealth would fall .iato their hands, He concluded,· 
with faying, that when this was done, the .Republic 
'Would become united and fecure, and his own re· 
putatien eftablilhed for eve,," Bernardo made -an. 
(wer in a f-ew words, ~'that he was fully convinced 
of the expedience and neceffity of what he had urged. 
but as it was high time to proceed to ClIf'Cution, he 
defired him to prepare their friends to- take arms al 
foon as pemble, finee he was pcrfuaded they fhould 
be fo well fupporced,", :., 
, As foon as Bernardo- had tntered upon b\& offic~ 
their friends being in readinefs, and e-very t)Hng fettiN 
betwixt him and· Rinaldo, he fllmmoncd Colimo to 
app~r before the Signiory; which he did; truftting 
rather to his own innoctoce, than to their meFCY; 
~oUSh h~ was· diBUadcd from- it bY-lUillY-, Byt h. 

was 
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was hardly got into the palace, before he was arrefted. 
UpOft -which, Rinaldo intta~tly fallied CUt of his 
hook:. with. body of ~rm~ men" and aU'the reft of 
the parry at his heels, and came into the Piazza_ 
where the Signiory affemblai ~ people, and ap ... 
pointed a Balia, conJifting of two hundred Citizens, 
to reform the State. The fir~ thing that wat debated, 
.ter they met to confider of a refu.rmanoq,was. whe~ 
ther Cofimo fhould be put to death or not. 'Some
argued for it, others thought banifhment fuificienr, 
and many fat filent, either out of affection to him', or 
fear of the other party: fo that in fuch a diverfity of 
opinions, nothing was determined upon. . 

In the turret of the palace there is an ipartment,' 
caUed Alberghettino, to' which CoLima was com": 
mitted prifoner, under the cuftody of Frederigo Ma .. 
lavolti. From this place he could hear the clamours 
of the armed men that were below in the Piazza .. 
and frequent outcries for a Balia; which made him 
apprehend that his life was in danger, but much mort', 
that his particular enemies would take fome extra
ordinary method to difpatch' him, For that reafon, 
he would eat' no meat for the fpace of four days, ex
cept a mouthful or two of bread. Of which Mala
volti taking notice', addreffed himfelf to him in this 
manner: "Whilft you are afraid of being poifoneds 
you will ftarve yourfelf to death, to my great dif .. I 

honour i for- certainly you muft have a vile opinion 
of me, to f\lfpta: I would be concerned in fo bafe a 
d(ed. In my opinion, your life is not in any danger, 
~ you have Co many friends both within the palace 
and without it: but if there is any fuch deLign-' in 
agitation, you may aKure youTfeif I will not be em
ployed as- an- executioner, nor- ever flain my hands 
with the blood of any man, much lefs yours, who 
never did me any injury. Take courage then, eat 
your ~eat, and keep yourfelf alive for the -good of 
your friends and your country: and that you may 
!nvc ,no further fufpicion of that kind, I will eat with 
you myfelf.~, Upon this-encouragement, Colimo em-

braced 
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braced him with tears in his eyes, acknowledging his 
generolity and gentleman.like behaviour in the moft 
thankful manner, and affuring him, he would amply 
recompence his kindndres,. if ever fortune fhould 
put It 10 his power again to fhew his gratitude. 

His apprehenfions therefore being in fome-meafure 
quieted, and his fate yet undetermined by the Balia, 
it happened that Malavolti, to entertain his pri(oner., 
invited one Farganaccio a friend of the Gonfalonier's, 
and a man of humour anel pleafantry, to fup with him. 
Upon which, after fupper was almoft over, Cofimo 
hoping to make fome advantage of this vifit (as he 
himfelf was well acquainted wIth him) gave a hint to 
Malavolti to leave the room, who, pretty well gueffing 
at his intention, immediately went out to order fome
(hing that was wanting, as he pretended. When 
they Woe.r.c alone, Cofimo after many fair words and 
promifcs of a greater reward" gave his guea: a draught 
upon the Governor of St. Mary's new Hofpital for 
eleven hundred ducaes, defiring him to kdep an hun
dred himfelf, and to prefent the other thoufand to 
the Gonfalonier, from whom, be faid, he fhould be 
glad to receive the favour of a vifit, if he could find 
.. proper opportunity. This he willingly undertook 
~o perform. and gave the money to Bernardo, who 
then began to grow cooler and more moderate in the 

. proCecution: fo that after all, Cofimo was only ba
ni1hed to Padua, thougb' Rinaldo ufed his utmoft 
endeavours to have him put to death. Averardo dc' 
Medici .and many others of that family were Jikewife 
baniOled at the fame time, and with them puccio and 
Giovanni de' Pucci. And to keep. thoCc io aill 
greater awe that feemed diffatisfied at Cofimo's exile, 
the HaJia was reduced to eight (who were called war
dens) and ·the Captain of thc people. After thefe: 
regulations. Cofimo was brought before the Signiory.. 
on the third of october in the year J~33, Vlrho pro
nounced the fentence of baniihment upon him, and 
exhorted him to fubmit to it with patience, left he 
jhould provoke them to proceed witll greiltcr rigoW' . . bo'" 

Digitized by Google 



Book IV. 0 F FLO R ~ NeE. ~I! 

both againft his perf on and eftate. He received the 
(entence wirh a chearful countenance, and affured 
~hcm he would flay with content wherever they 1hould 
be pleafed to fend him; praying them however, as 
they had fpared his life. that they would proted: his 
Fcrfon, finc.: he knew there were fome in the Palace 
"hat thirfted after his blood. He then took his leave 
9f them with faying, " that in what part of die world 
foe\'er he 1hould fojourn, his perion and fortune 
tbould always be at the fervice of the Republic, the 
People, and the Signiory." In anfwer to which, the: 
Gonfalonier told him "he would take care his life 
1hould be in no danger j" and having detained him 
in the Palace till night, he then conducted him to 
his own hou(e to fup with him, and afterwards or
dered a party of the guards to efcort him to the con~ 
fines ot the Florentine domini&ns. Wherever he 
came he was received with great honour, and pub- • 
tidy vifited by the Venetians, who treated him not 
as an exile, but as a perfon of the firft rank and con~ 
fcquence in the State. . ' 

Floren~ being. thus deprived of fo great a man. 
and fo umverfally beloved, both parties had their ap
prchenfions: Rinaldo therefore, who faw a ftorm 
rifing, refolved not to be wanting either to himfelf 
Or his friends: and having called feveral of them to
gether, he told them, they had now ;ruined them.; 
ie1ves, as they would foon find, beyond all redemp
Jion, by giv.ing way to the tears, fupplications, and 
bribes of their enemies, not forefeeing that it would 
quickly be their own turn to weep and implore: com
paffion from thofe who would be deaf to entrcatict 
and tears: that they would be forced to refund the 
principal fum of the bribes they had taken, with the 
jteavy intereft of torturt's, ext'cutions, and baniih
ments. That it would have beC'n much better for 
Jhcm to have remained content in their former eir
,;umftances, than to fuH"er Cofimo to efcape with life~· 
flnd leave fo many of his friC'nds in Florence; as greac 
PlFJ) PPlht e'Jhe~ pev~r tQ ~ frovokcd, or, if. they. 
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ir~, 'to' be entirely crufhed. Tbat"he raw no remedy 
f)OW left bot to collea their ftrengtll' and fortify them ... 
klves; that fo, when their enemies fhould rife OPOI! 

ifiem (which was daily to be expetl:ed) they might' 
be able t$ clear the city of them' by dint of force, 
!ince, it feemed, they could not do it in a judiciar), 
manner. That for this purpoie, they muO: endea· 
1'Our to regain the affeflions of the Grandees by re
ftoring them to their honours and authority (as he 
Jrad ofren ad\'ifed) and to ftrengtben themfclves by 
their affiftance, as the other party had; done by thae 
hf the Plebcians. That' by fucfi a juntlion they 
fbould confiderably increafe their ftrength, and might 
pofilibly recover their former power and repot;uion, 
bui: if this 1aft and only expediellt was not n1ade uf~ 
of, he knew of no, other, for his part" that could 
prererve them, and indeed the' Republic irfeIf~ front 

• (he imminent ruin it was threatened with amidft rq 
many enemies."' In anfwer to this, Mariotto Boldo
vinetti raid," that the infolenceand tyranny of the 
Grandees. always had been, and always would be in .. 
filpponable: and that it would be madr. is to ruq 
headlong intO a certain and Oavifh fubjeeHon to tht1111 
"'iieD' tfte dange~ that was apprehended from the Pte. 
kmns" might only be irmginary.".lt inaldo' th~fo~ 
feeing his advice rejeeted, could! not hl"lp ~mC'nring 
tbe- misfortunes that he forefaw !lere going -co fall 
11pon' 'himfelf and his parry; bUt' modeftly imputed 
them' rather to> the malevolence of rfleir deffiny_ tflaq 
to' the bliitdnefs and perver(enefs· of men. \' .'.. ' 
.' Whilft things were in this fituation anu ho mannrr 
r.lf provifion made for their fecurity,' a Itntr was jn~ 
tercepted from Agnolo 'AcciaitiQIi' ·to' Cofimo. in 
which he- informed him of the good' dilpofition' of 
the Citizen! in general tOwards him,: and advi{ed him 
to ftir up a war from fome quarter or ot'her~ '~lOd to 
make Neri Cli Gino his friend; ashe thou'ghi: 'the 
people wouJd then be in want of ~oneY td . 'carry ~ 
on, and finding no body' elfe thar wils ablt to fupply 
them, they would, nawraIJy turn their thoughts 'upon 

. him, 
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bim, and be fo much the more impatient for his rer 
lUro. To which he added, "that if Neri could by 
any means be detached from Rinaldo, his party 
would be fo much weakened that it would not be ab~ 
10 fuppon him. t. But this letter falling into the r 

.hands of tbe M3giftrate5, Agnolo was taken intO 

.cullody, and afterwards brought to a trial, and fent 
into baoiJhment; which in fome meafure reftramed 
the ardour of thofe that favoured Colimo. ' 

It was now alinoft a year fince Cofimo had beeit 
banillied; and at.' tbe end of Auguft J 434; Niccol9 
.eli Cocco was d.rawn Go.nfalonier fO( the two nex.t 
months, and witp 4im eight new Signiors, all friend:, 
to Colimo; at w!lich :Rinaldo and his party were not . 
a little alarmed. And as, according to cuftom. tbe 
.pcw Signiory could not enter upon their office till 
three days after they were drawn, Rinaldo once more 
applied to' tbe other chiefs of his party, and repre
fented to them the certainty and nearnefs of the dan- . 
ger they were in. and that there was no refource left 
but to take arms immediately and oblige Donato Vet,. 
Juti, who was then GOAfaloQier, to aifemble the peo- ' 
pie in the Piazza, to appoint another BaHa, and de- , 
pofe the new Signiory: after which, they might get 
others drawn more fit for their purpofe, by burning 
the old Imborfation, and making a frdh one, in 
which the purfes might be filled only with the Rame~ 
of their friends. This refolution was thought proper 
and abfolute1y neceffary by many; and by others tOO 
violent and odious. Amongft thofe that difapproved 

. it, was PaUa Strozzi, a man of a peaceable and hu
mane difpofition, and rarber given to ftudy than in
dined to cOhcern himfdf in the intrigues of fadion. 
He faid, "that all fchemes that were either too finely 
{pun, or too bold, appeared likely to fucceed at firn: 
Jight, but generally proved difficult in the manage
ment, and pernicious in the end. That he thought 
the fear of new enemies abroad (as the Duke's army 

. wall then in ROQlagna and near rlu:ir confines) fhould 
make the SigniorJ turn their attention to them, ra-

~ iliu 
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ther than bufy themfelves in domeftic feuds: . that 
however, if they fhould actually fee any fteps takeB 
to raife a com'motion (which could not well be wieh .. 
out their notice) it would then be time enough to 
take arm!!, and make fuch regulations as 1hould feem 
1Jeceffary for the public fafeey, which being done for 
thc:ir own defence, would alfoocca(jon lefs wonder 
and difguLl: amongft the people." It was therefore 
refolved to let the new Signiory enter peaceably upon 
the Magiftracy; but to keep a ftria watch upon their 

,conduCt, and if they fhould attempt any thing to 
the prf'judice of their party. ,he'n to rife immediately 
and affcmble in the Piazza of Sr. Pulinare (a place 
near the Palace) from whe'nce they might proceed to 
act as occafion fhould require. 

With this refolution they parted; and the new Sig
niory having taken poffeffion of the Palace, the Gon
falonier, to b('gin his office with fome aaion that 
would give him reputation and ftrike a damp into 
fuch as might think of oppoGng him, immediuely 
committed his predecefJ'or Donato Velluti to prifon, 
upon a pretence that he had embezzled the public 
monry. After which, he began to found the reft of 
his affociates about Coftmo's return; and finding them 
well difpofed to it, he communicated their deftgn to 
thofe that were reputed the Heads of the Medici 
party I who all encouraging him to attempt it, he 
cited Rinaldo degli Albizi, Ridolpho Peruzzi, and 
Niccolo Barbadori, as the principals of the other 
party, to appear before him. But Rinaldo feeing 
there was no more time now to be loft, inftead of 
obeying the citation, rufhed out of his houfe with a 
great number of armed men, and was inftantly joined 
,by Peruzzi and Barbadori with feveral other Citizens 
and many difbanded Soldiers chat were then in Flo
rcnce, and drew up in the Piazza of St. Pulinare, as 
they had before agreed. And though Palla Strozzi 
and G'.ovanni Guicciardini had affembled a good 
many men, [hey did not think proper to ftir out of 
their houles j upon which" Rinaldo fCDC to haft.eA 
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them" and upbraid their tardinefs. But Guicciardini 
f~nt him word back again, that ~c thought he fhould 
do his pany better ferviCe by fraying at home and 
preventing his brother Pietro from going to the re
licf of the Signiory: and Strozzi after many preffing 
mefi'ages, at laft came to Sr. Pulinare on horfeback i 
but with only two attendants on (oor, and a}) three 
without aAY arms. When Rinaldo faw him come in 
that manner, he could not help reproaching him bit
terly with his backwardnefs to join his friends; as he 
faid, " it muO: be owing eithcr to perfidy or cowar
dice, the very appearance of both which ought to be 
moO: carefully avoided by fuch a man as he pretended 
to be. That if he thought to efcape death or exile, 
in cafe their enemies fhoula get the upper hand of 
them, by not fulfilling his engagement with his party, 
he would find himfe1f fatally difappointed. That for 
his own part, let what would happen, he fhould at 
leall: have this confolation, that he had done his duty, 

" not only in warning them of the danger before hand, 
but in prefcribing remedies to prevent it, and lamy, 
by behaving himfelf like a man when it did come: 
that, on the contrary, he and his trufty companions 
muft furely reftetl: with horror, that they had be
trayed their country three different times: firft in 
letting Cofimo efcape; next, in not liilening to his 
advice; and "now, in not fupporting him in the man
n~r they had promifed.". 1'0 this Strozzi muttered 
fomething by way of anfwer, but in fuch a manner 
that it was not underftood by the reft; and turning 
his horfe about, he rode directly back again to his 
own houfe. 

The Signiory being informed that Rinaldo and his 
party had taken arms, and feeing themfclves unable 
to make head againO: them, cauled the doors of the 
Palace to be barricadoed, as they knew not what 
oth~r courfe to take in fo fudden an emergency. But 
as Rinaldo ibid waiting to be joined by others who 
MYU came ncar him, inO:ead of advancing imme
diately to the Palace, as he ought to have done, he loft 
. his 
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hi~ o"tr~~~:~:X~iYde~~:~~~avtt- the r~:~ ttfprtt~ 
Citizens reforted to them, ahd advifed them in the 

to theLe endeettout~ m peettail ttpttn 
other party to lay down their arms. They fent fuch 
.of their friends therefore, as were lean: ttbnmdttus, 

RinEiIPo thoftt that 'SEJttte him, "th~t 
they could not conceive what was the caufe of fuch a 

mttitAtt!n; ttfpecitlly, they Pad tteeer PdigneP 
.to do tPem any injury: that if it was uponCofimo~s 
account! they could affure them they had no thoughts 

recelling Pim; wYleh gzee them 
any fecurity, if they would come into tbe Palaeet 
mhere they iY~ttuld hottttl.zrably Jeceitted j haee 

all rdlxcls. Thefe promifes; 
however, ma~e but little irnpreffion. on~ ~inaJdo, ~ho 

woul~ take eare fecuttt hlmdlf btt mrnmtt 
them all out of their offices, and . then the Stat~ 

refG~med a m;mne~ that mttuld 
the: adve:mage eve:'Sh one:. But h?bp-

pens that any defign fucceeds, where the authority of 
eYe is epeal. opi§:tions differeet~ 
Ridolpho Peruzzi rt"plicd, "that tOr his part, he de. 
fired nothin~ more than that Cttfimtt mieht not 

to r~£:mn fleec .had .... 
he was ver~ well c.ontent~~~ and in"l:ead 
e:tpon z:ne:y th11lp fuz:nt~er, m~leh rnight the 
in blood and confuCion, he would accept of the. in
vitation which the Signiory had given him !r" as he 
zmmEihiEitel~ did, !"ed we:nt all thofe 
followed hi'rn, directly into the Palace, where he waS 
. recz:niEied. all httpe d fucz:nz:nls 

by delz:ny of Tinaldo at Pulinare, tYe 
pufillanirnity of Strozzi, and the de~ertion of Peruzzi, 
the of the: Pz:niih bChz:nn tG 
~rew much cooler in t~e!undert~king th~n they had 
!Ei!ten : W whle:e: thEi mterp,z:nfitlo§:t of 
dope'£R auth~rity very much COe:tzgE 
buteo 
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Eugenius IV. having been driven out of Rome by 

the people, was then at Florence *'; and feelng thefe 
('umuhs, he thought it his duty to compofe them, if 
po llible. For this purpofe, he fent Giovanni Vi tel
JeJchi, the Patriarch of Alexandria. who was inti
mately acquainted with Rinaldo, to defire he might 

• (peak with him, as he boped he had credit and au
thority enough with the Signiory to procure him all 
reafonable fecurity and fatisfacHon, without effufion' 
of blood~ or prejudice to any of the Citizens. Upon, • 
which Rinaldo, at the perfuafion of his friend~ went 
with all his followers to wait upon his Holinefs at St. 
~'1aria Novella, where he at that time refided, After 
he was introduced into his prefence, the Pope in
formed him that the Signiory had given him their 
word that ali differences lhould be left to his arbi-, 

• ~bilip, Dub of Milan, baving made an incurfion into the P"pe'l 
territories, the cavalry which he fent thither, were commanded hy 

,}oticcolo Fortebracclo, Who had quitted the Pope's fervice in diCgutt: 
for when he demanded bis ray, :Eugeniu. anrwered,," that he ought 
to think himrelf amply plud by the booty he had amafii:d in plun
dering feyeral towns:' Exarperated at this anrwer, he went into tbe 
Duke's fervice, and being employed by him againft tbia Pope, he 
~ade {uch dreadful hayock in the places adjacent to Rome, that the 
.hole City was in tire urmofl: confternation, and the Pope himrelf 
for fome time in doubt whither to retire. The people reforted to 
him in crowds, to complain of the loffe. they h3d full:ained: but, al 
be was th'en ill an i11ll:ate of h~a!th, and did not know which way to 
tucn rumfelf, he l-eferred thein to the Cardinal his Nepbew and Hlgh
c:hamberlain, an indolent and voluptuous man, who ufed to lhuftle 
off the complaints of the people w~o had loll: their cattle (as Pla
tina fays in the life of Eugenius) with this lmfwer, .. You really Cet 
too great a value IlpOn your callie; the Veneti:ms live much more 
genteely without Cuch encumbrances" .. Eos nimiam Cpem in pe. 
coribu. collocaffe: Veneto. quidem line gregibus & iumentis longe! 
arbaninrem vitam ducere." At which they were fo enraged, that 
they cried out, To arms! Liberty, Liberty! and not only removed 
*11 the magiftrates from their employments, who baJ been appointed 
by Eugenius, but created others in their room, and feized upon the 
Cardinal his Nepbe·N. The Pope being reduced to fuch extremities, 
Jl'" on tl'e habit of a monk, and went on board ;\ bark, in order to 
fly to Oftia, where he arrived fafe, notwithltanding the' vollies of 
flones and arrows that were difcharged 3t the vdl"el as it fdl down 
the river. From Oftia he went to Florence, and reG.!!'.! there fome 
'time, But the Romans did not long enjoy !his liberry : fol' the Pope" 
authority was reftored at Rome in hi. abience by John Vitelle(chi, 
Patriarch of Ale~andria, who proceedeJ with grc;lt fe\'c,it a,a411t 
~em~Mu~ i 
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nation, and that every thing fhould be fettled to hi! 
own fatisfacUon, as foon as he and his party had laid 
down their arms. Rinaldo therefore, feeing the cold
nefs of Strozzi and the levity of Peruzzi, and hav
ing no other refuge left, put himfelf under the pro
reaion of the Pope, whole authority he thought was 
fufficient to fecure and defend him. In confequence 
of this, the Pope ordered Niccolo Barbadori, and 
me others that were waiting for him without doors, 

• to lay down their arms, as Rinaldo would remain 
~ith him till he had made terms for them with the 
Signiory: upon which, they difperfed, and every 
man returned to his own houfe. 

As foon 3S the Signiory faw their adverfaries dif· 
armed, they began to treat with them through the 
mediation of the Pope, and, at the fame time, fent 
privately into the mountains of Piftoia for a body of 
foot foldiers, which, being joined by all the horfe 
they had in th~ adjacent territories, were brought into 
Florence by night; and having taken poffefiion of all 
the paffes and 1hong places in the city, they called 
the people together in the Piazza before the Palace, 
and appointed a new Balia, which at their firft meet
ing recalled Cofi mo, . and all the other Citizens [hat 
bad been banifiled with him. On the other hand, 
they not only fent Rinaldo, Peruzzi, Barbadori, and 
Strozzi into baniO:menr, but fuch nt1mbers of Others, 
that moil: parts of Italy, and fame other countries; 
1Vere crowded with them, to the great itnpoverifhment 
of Florence both in regard to its wealth, ~ts inhabit .. 
ants, its trade and manufaaures. But the Pope f~ 
ing that party entirely ruined and diIDpated, whicfr 
had confented to lay down their arms upon his a{
furances and interceffion, W;:tS exceedingly enraged; 
lamenting with Rinaldo the grievous misfortune that 
had befallen him through his means, and in violatiorr 
of the moLl: folemn engagemt:nts: exhorting hiln how
ever, to patience. under his fufferings, and to hope 
for a fpeedy change in his favour, from the iocon
ftaney of fortt1ne. Rinaldo made anfwcr in ~.' few 
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words, " that the little regard his friends had paid 
to his advice, and the too great confidence he had 
put-in his Holinefs, had brcn the ruin both of him
fdf and his party: 'but that indeed, he ought to con
rlemn himfelf rather than any other perfon, for fool
ifuly imagining that a man, who had been driven out. 
of his own Country, fhould h:\Ve interell: enough to 
protect another a:ny where elfe. That he was no 
.ttranger to the, viciffitlldes of fortune, and as he had 
tlever bee'n elated with prQfperity, he fhotlld not be 
dejected in adverfity; tince he knew that when it 
-was her humour, 1he would favour him again with 

, her fmiles. But if £he fuould not, it would give 
bimno' great degree of regret to be banifhed a 
city where private men had more authority than the 
Laws: for any Country was certainly more defirablr, 
where a man CQuld enjoy his property and truft to 
his fri~nds~ than that where the one was fo eafily 
taken away, and the other always deferred him, out 
'Of fear and mean felf-intcrefr, in the day of diftrefs. 
That all witi= and good men thought it more grievous 

'to be fpeCtators of the calamities of their Country, 
,than to hear of them at a diftance; and more ho
lnourable to be an honeO: exile than an abjeCt Oave." 
-};fter. which, he rumed himfelf about, and leaving 

-tt\e Pope with great comempt and indignation, he 
went into baniffiment; cfcen bewailing his own cre
dt1lity, as welJ as the bafenefs of his friends, and 
t~eir blindnefs in 'rej'eCting his counfds. Colimo, 
'On t'be other hand, having notice that he was at li

'tJerty to come . home again, immediately repair-
'Cd to Florence: and it has feldoll1 happened ,that 
any commander, though returning in triumph from 
fome extraordinary ViEtory, was received W1th 'fuch 
acclamations and univt'rfal joy, as Colimo was at his 
ffturn from 'banifhment by his fellow Ciri~ens, 'who 
ran in multitudes [0 meet him, and lalmcd him'with 
'Om" \Joice, Jbe B~nefafl()r OJ tbe PUlple, MId tbe Fa/ber, 
.j his CUJntry. 

END OF THE FOURT-H DOOlt. 
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if!;¥: loldiery of IIQly int¥: Iwu parlius, unt:icr CfIfIIII 
Fral1lif'o Sforza.~ana Niet% Forltkrac&io. . 'Ihe Dgkl 

Mzhm Irumljuu blu Darghu¥: m :rnarrzrg¥: 10 ¥:he 
f~rmfr. ~omc is~ a~ullea by ~forza,lZ"a la !VIar", 
ii' Am:¥:?ia '?iWlaea by h"¥:uleDrrW(J, POI?i ElIg¥:IItIU iV. 
malus an ;gnomimous ptace with SforZll, o1lli bti"t 

¥:ul rf ROm¥: by lIt irltibit,2?i1J, flies Itff FJortff?ilt. 
A war in Romaglla ileluixl Ihe Duke (Jf Mlan 011 01lt 

; l/e%!Itffff;lI1tu, Ihtff lind lhe P?ipe, 
011 Ihe olber; who enltr into a Icague againjllhe Duu. 
2ilorzt~ ~om~jitmdj ia"tces tI¥: ; Pluci. 
nino thoft of the Duke. new goverllment in Fu. 
¥:twe. 'Ibtf?7 ft?i"f"te p?its7t1di;fihS. Plpht?ifo oI24rr?i?i." 
otlemp/~ 10 make"~i"ifelf Kinj of 1!ap/~~. His jll~1 is 
Iifealta by &moeJt, on?i he atmjeC lak¥:?i prif?iMr 
Dna brought 10 the Duke of Milan. 'Ihe alltborlty of 

DIiie i?i I'f?:mlijiu Spirtl. ItWinli IlCIr?iyea 
Ihat City illto the hanas of the Du~, rep,nlS of~ ii, 

is the ?iulhr?i of ruo'llssing li,ld:sly. Riat::!JII 
Jegl; Albiz,'s fpeecb 10 the Dttke, per/flading him Jf) 
malre r!PNJr !p!ron u"bicii he ,h?if!. 
Gmer~l P;;,in;no tolllmiis Itr'i~i, rlWagu~i~ tbeir 
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tn-ritwies, and talus up his 'iullrters at uua, 10 the 
great oJItnce if tbe Florentines. Count S/wza l~s 
him bllllle, tit/eats his forces, and IllJs waf/e the ClJ1In
IT;! of the Luccbtft. Cfbe heech of a Citizell of Luc
fa 10 animatt Ihtinhabitants of tbat City to difend them. 
ftlvts. againft tbe Florentines. Cormt Sfflrza is mll~ 
General of tbe League. 'The Vmetians tire jealflus of 
his proceedb'gs. 'Ihe di/putes betwixt tbem about his 
palfing tbe Po. lie leat,'es th~;r Jer·vitl altd retires into. 
·CJ.·uftall}. A quarrel betwixt the Pope a~tl Counl 
Poppi auommodal(d by the Florentines. A (ontrr/1Jtrfy 
betwixt the Greek and Roman Cburches, determined at 

- Flore"a by tbe ["bmilfion of the fIrmer. 'Ihe Pope de
luded, and his territories i1J'(Jaded by Piccinil1o, w~ 
,ales all the tlwns in Romagna from him. Count Sfwza 
etlnlfjl/y perfoaded II} the Florentines IUIt 10 deftrt thl 
Penltians, at lajl con/mil to ,a[1 tbe PD. Ntr; Cap~ 
'POn;'s fpeeeh to the Ventlian Senale. CDunt S/01ZI1 
maies an unexpeBed march and relieves V trona, whicb 
'Was bt/ieged '" the Duke's foras. He attempts to u
liwe Breftia a/foe Piccinino defeats and talm mo/l of 
~h, Yenetian lallies upon the Lalce di GartltJ. qne part 
(J/ his tlrmy is worjl"d by Cou1tl SjDrZa, and be bim
filf eftopes in a jtra1tge manner to tbe otber. He flr
pri'Zts Perona, I(J)bich is recfl'rJered bJ tbe Count. 'Tb, 
Duke of Mrlan is encouraged /;, P"dni"o and tbe FIQ
',lIt;ne Exiles to invoti, ~uftany. Cfbe Patriarch of 
Alnulndrill. General of lbe Pope't forett. His cba
,.oBer. He;s Ju/peSed of tlllieavDurilll If) betrllJ tbe 
PlIPe: ;s commilteJ to prifl., lI"d dies tbere. Dif
ferences betwi«t the Pmetions lind Cou"t Sfor2. aboul 
,elit7Jing Breftio. odjufted at Injlto bis /atisfIl8~". 
't/?4 Duke of Mdon's.forets invade crufta~J, fl1,d,r Ihe 
l~"'4"d of Piccinino, wbo plun4ers ~b, tertitories of 
tbe FI(Jrentilles, and lalm /t'lJerlll tDWm lind coj/les from 
~bem. '.fbe cowardice D/ O,landilli. . ~ount Poppi ,,
""Dlls from ,bi Floren/ints. 'Ih8 Dd,'s army isd,
lellted in Lombardj, and Bre/cia ,.,lilved by S/flr2a. A 
remarkaUe battle ift d"gbillri, ill whicb Piccinino is 
rfltlted bJ Iii forlei ,F Ihe Florm#lIes, in eonju1Itlion 
. • . 'J P ~ wi/h 
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f1)ilb t~fe oj tbe Pope • . l'gppi is. befieglJ a1id take~ 
.Count Poppi's aJdrejs to tbe Florentine C,mmijJaries 
"pon tbal oua./ion. Neri Capp(;ni's anfwer .. Cfb~ 
Count is jJr:pped of bi.s dominions for his perfidy. 

I N the changes that are incident to all governments, 
they of Len degenerate into anarchy and confufion ; 

and from thence emerge again to good order and re
gularity. For fince it is ordained by Providence that 
there ihould be a continual ebb and flow in the things 
of this world; as foon as they arrive at their utmo1t 
perfdtion, and can afcend no higher, they mult of 
neceffity decline: and on the other hand, when they 
have fallen, through any dilorder, to the lowell de· 
gree that is pomble, and ean fink no lower, they be
gin to rife again. And thus there is a conilant fue
ceffion of profpcrity and adverfity in all human af
fairs. Virtue is the mother of peace; peace pro
ducei idlenefs; idlenefs, contention and mifrule; and 
from thence proceed ruin· and confufion. This oc~ 
cafions reformation and better laws; good Jaws make 
men virtuous; and· public virtue is always attended 
with g.lory and fucccis. It has therefore been well 
r~marked, that arms are prior to letters, and that in 
new States and governments there always have been 
warriors and foldiers, before the rife of Scholars and 
Philofophers. But the former being once fecurcly 
dlablifued iA their dominion by dint of arms, have: 
.generally encouraged the ftudy of Letters, ~ an ho
nourable relaxation in time of peace, and the moll: 
likely method to lofcen the ferocity of men inured (0 

war. And it is certain that indolence aDd.c:ffc:minacy 
cannot be introduced imo nny fiate in a more ipt
cious and dangerous difguife. Of which, Caw the 
Ccnfor feemed to be fo well apprized, that when he 
faw the Roman youth eag('rly lifiening to the Lee· 
tures and philofophical difcourfesof Diogenes and 
Carneades •. (who-,were fent Ambaffadors from Athens 
to' the Senate of Rome) and conGdered the prejudice 
which the Commonwealth might receive from {uJ· 
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fering its fubjeCts to employ themfelves in thore fpe
culati'le matters~ he procured a law to be paffc:d, 
that no Philofopher fhollld be permitted to come into 
~hat city. Thefe and other ruch caufes fometimes 
bring States to the brink of ruin: but when they arc 
.at the loweft ebb, and grown wifer by their fall, they 
frequently recov~r their ftr~,ngth,. ~s we have already 
faid, by making new laws and inftitutiQns; unkfs 
they are either totally overwhelmed, or prevented by 
f9mc forcible and extraordinary means. 

Such were the Viciffitudes tbat Italy experienced; 
Jirft, under the dominion of the ancient Tufcans', 
and then, under that of the RQmans; fometim'es 
flourifhing and powerful, and fometimes reduced to 
l1lifery and diftrefs. And though no fabrick was ai
terwards ercCled upon t~ ruins of the Roman Em.
pire, that could in anywife pretend to vie wi~h it in 
lts ancient fpleador, (which yet might have been er.. 
fectedby a brave .and wife Prince) there arofe floca 
a fpirie,. however, in. fome of the new States and ci ... 
ties that werc founded upon thofe r~ins, that if .:19 
one of them ufurped a Dominion over all the reft, they 
peverthelefs were at firfl: fo wt'll governed and united 
,amongft themfdves, that they delivered their cOlmtry 
from the yoke of Barbarians, and defend<:d it for a 
while agaipft any further invafions. Amongft ther~ 
States, the Florentines (notwith(landing their terr~
tory was of lees extent) were not inferior to any othe,r 
.cither in power or authority: on the contrary, as they 
were fituated in the middle of Italy, .exceeding opu
lent, and ready to t),lrn their arms to any fide, they 
net .only bravely fupported {uch wars as were waged 
·agatnft ther:nfdves, but generally threw the vittory 
into the fcale of thoCe allies with whom t.hey thought 
fit to confederate. From the wa.rlike difpofition of 
there new States,jt was not poffible indeed that they 
lbo.uld. long continue at peace ,t.ogether; but their 
war.s were not attended with much dagger. For ~ 
,hore 'times cannot proper]y be called peaceable, whcD 
~he1 ftood ready armed and watching all opportu-
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nltles to attack each other; fo neither does "t"hat de
fene the name"ofwar, in which 'no men were killed. 
no towns were facked, nor any State was fubverted : 
their enterprizes being conducted' in fo feeble a man. 
ner, tholt they were commenced without fear, carried 
on without peril, and ended~ for the mon: part, with': 
out any material 10fs on either fid~. From whence 
it came to pafs that all martial ardour, which iA other 
countries is {ometimes damped and'abated indeed by 
a long interval of peace, was at laft' utterly extin~ , 
guifbed amongft the Italians, even in the midft: of 
wars; bY'the bafe and fpiritlefs manner in'which they 
were profecuted; as will plainly appear in the" courfe 
of thofe that happened betwixt the years 143+ and 
1494:- wherein we {hall fee a new inlet opened 
to the incurfions of· Barbarians, and Ital)' once more 
become fubjeCl: to their yoke. And though the ac~ 
iions of our Princes both at home and abroad during 
this period. may not fill the reader with fo much ad~ 
miration of their magnanimity, as the noble exploits 
that were performed in ancit:nt times; yet it may 
oceafion no lefs wonder, when he fet's how mant 
brave people were bridled and kept in fubjedion by 
~int of arms 10 weakly and pitifully conduded: 
A nd if in the account of' that corrupted age he 
{hall find neither valour in the foldiers, nor {kill in 
the commanders, t nor any love of their country , 

. • The Italian. al't: pleafed to bellow this name, not only upon tbe 
Goths and Vandals. and (ueh other nolthern nations as .. 'e parti
cularly mentioned in the beginning of the fir!t book of thi$ hillory, 
but upon all Tramontanes, or people that live on the other fide of the 
~Ips. Tbe French, Spaniards :md Germ:,"s are here me:!nt. " 

t Thefe CondDttitri, ,or piti/ul Com"IImders. as M3Chiavel juflly raU. 
them in the latter end of the firft book of this biltory. werc: com. 
manly either younger brotbers and foldiers of fortune that h~d no. 
thing to trull to but the profdlioll of al'ms i or rebels and outlaws or 
traitors, who h:\vin¢ collettcd a plreel of B:mditti in as deiperale cir~ 
cumftances a. tbemfelve., ufed to hire out their fervice, fometimes 10 
one State, and (ontetimes to anolher. (31 beft fuited tlll:ir own in
tereft) to fight 'their battles. So that their mallera Were likely to be 
'ne1y ferved; as indeed they often we .. e. For upon any liule dire 
cult,. or oller of higher pay, they all"aYI deferted them and went over' 
,CI the enemy. They had ~t that tillie, as Maclliuel '~ySl rtduq~ . . 
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,I~ft 'in the Citiz~ns, he may obfervc however, what 
little !hifts and tricks, and low artific~s, both' the 
Princes and Commanders and gov~rn~rs of Common
wraiths th~n made ufe of to ma~ntalO a reputation 
which they did not deferve. And this~ perhaps, may 
be of equal utility with reading ancient hiRory: for 
as the great examples that occur in one wil,) naturally 
infpire generous minds with a defire to imitilt~ them; 

-fo the other may ferve ~o excite their a~horrence and 
difdain. ' ' , 
. Italy therefore was reduced to fuclJ ~ condition by 
thofe who governed it, that a Peace was no fooner 
agreed to by the contending Princ~s, but ~t was pre
fendy cifiurbed again by the foldiers who ftill cori. 
tinued in arms : fo that they neither gained any glory 
by their wars, nor tranquillity by a peace. Accord
ingly, aftet'a' peace was conclud~d betwixt the Duke 
bf Milan 'and the League in the year '433, the fo1-
diery being difcrintented at it, refelved to turn their 
arms againft the Church. Thry were at tbat time di. 
~ided ~nto two parties, the Braccefcan and the Sfer-

their manner of making war to a fort of :\ trade or fyftem; and thote 
that emVlo,ed them were (ure to be loren in the end, even if they 
were viaorioul I whilft their Condouieri always took care to fecure 
fome part at Ica!1: of the bone in difpute for their own !hare, either 
by making,tbemrelvel arbitrators, or threatening upon one'frlvolou. 
exCUrt or other,' to go over to the enemy and leave their malt,rs die. 
armed. Thcle hirelings generally gave themfel~1 terrible names to 
illfpire tbc;"enemy with fear, one calling himfe'f Havock, anothfi" 
Hamltrin~r, and ,3 third Fortebraccio or Strong, Arm, which laft ha. 
been adopted amongft the French under the name of Fierbral, and 
by the Ellflilh under that of Armftrong" They made but little ac:' 
count of nfantry in thofe times, and feldom ule:d any artillery ill 
their field engagements. Tbey were afraid of loling their men. For 
which reafon they ende3voured to bear do"n the enemy by the weigbt 
of their gens d' armes or heavy armed horle, and did not often come 
to blo"'$. ,',Thofe Ihat were driven out of tbe field were faid to be 
nnquiibed., There was more blood ibed in private quarrel. and 
contpiracih tban in battltt. For as their horfcmen Wfre all covered 
with armour, it fometimel happened tbat not fo mucb a. one man 
was killed on either lide, an" fomelimes not above two or three at 
the molt. in an engagement that bfted reveral boun; and thole too 
by being thrown from their horres and trampled to death. Thi. 
~range account of tbe military prowefs of that a~e, is bowever very 
t~r from fupport;llg what the ~.iftoriaD jult befo~e mtimate. refpe~.i~, 
~e po,,'er, authonly, and fplnt of the F~orentU1e.. ," 
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cefcan: Count Francifco Sforza being Head of the 
one, Niccolo Piccinino and Niccolo Fortebraccio the 
Chiefs of the other. To thde two parties all the 
r~ft of the foldiers in Iraly then joined themfelves. 
_But the Sforeefcan was in the greater credir, both 
.OR account of Francifeo's valour, anu the promife 
that the Duke of ~ilan lIad made of giving him his 
natural daughter Madonna Bianca in marriage; the 
profpeCl: of which alliance gained hilu very great re-,., 
putation. Both the parties, ho\"ever, when they fa", 
a peace concluded in Lombardy, immediately fell 
llpon Pope Eugenius, though for different reafons. 
Fortebraccio did it in confeqllence of tbe ancient 
enmity that Braccio ,da Momone had ever profdfed 
.again1t the Popes; but the Count out of ambition 
alone. The former therefore btpt his forces imme
di~tely againft Rome;, and the latter po1Tetred him
kIf of la Marca d' Ancona: 10 that the Romans iq 
.order to avoid a war, were obliged to force Eugenius 
out of the city. who made his elcape from the enemy 
~ith much difficulty and fled to Florence. Upon 
his arrival there, feeing. the danger he was in, and 
that none of thofe States which had htely been fo for
·""ard to lay down their arms, now cared to take 
them up again merely to fupport his caufe, he came 
to an agreement with the Count and ceded the tcr
,itory of la Marca to him; though the Count had 
not only feized upon it before without any manner of 
claim, but treated him with the mmoR: -infolence. 
For in tne letters which he wrote to his correfpon
dents, he dated them in Latin (according to the cuftolJl 
of the Iralians * Ex Girifi?!co nrflro Firmiano, ;1If1il' 
Petro & Paulo; C From Girifalco near Fermo, where 
I refide at prefent in fpite of St. Peter and St. Paul.' 
He was not contcnt with this ceffion howev~r, b4t 
infifted upon being created t Gonfalonier of tbe 

• GirifakD or Gir/il/CD in the Italian lignifies a fort of a Hawk called 
a Gerfalcon: but here I fuvpofe it is the name of a place. . 

t The Gonfalonier or Standard-bearer of the Church was an officer 
created by the Popes to conduCt their forces and proteft them againi 
ttie Eillperor. aftc£: .tbey,had uCufp,ed hi. authority at Rome. 
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Church, which was likewife gr~nted; as the Pope, it 
kerns, prefered an ignominious peace to a dangerous 
war. Upon thefl! compliances, the Count took part 
with his Holinefs and made war upon Forcebracciq 
,yith various Cuccers, for the fpace of feveral months, 
in the terricories of the Church; but always witla 
much prejudice to the Pope and his fubje8:s (which 
fide foever prevailed) and advantage to thofe thac con
ducted the war. At laft, by [he mediation of the 
Duke of Milan, a f~rc of truce was agrec:d to be
twixt thofe two Chiefs; by which they both became 
mallers of feveral towns thac belonged to the Church. 
. Thi! war was hardly extinguillied at Rome, w~a 
another was kindled in Romagna by Banifta Canneto; 
-who having kilkd fome of the fa.mily of the Grifoni 
at Bologna, had driven [he Pope's Governor, and. 
fome others whom he fufpetl:ed to be his enemies, out 
of that city. And in order to keep forcible poffef
fton of it, he applied for aid to Duke Philip; whilft 
~he Pope, on the other hand, follicited the amnanee 
of the Vent:tians and Florentines to enable him to re
cover it: and each party being furnilhed with fup
plies, two powerful armies foon appeared in Romag- , 
na; the Duke's forces being commanded by Niccolo 
Piccioino, and thofe of the Venetians and Florentines 
by Gattamelata and Niccolo da Tolentino. Not far 
from Imo1a they came to an engagement, in which 
the Venetians and Florentines were defeated; and 
Niccolo da Tolentino being taken prifoner, was feBt 
to the Duke at Milan, where he died in a few days 

. after his arrival, either by poifon, or out of morti
fication at his difgrace. '1 he Duke however, not 
purfuing his advantage, either becaufe his finances 
were too much exhaufted by the late wars, or that 
he thought the league would remain quiet after fu~h 
an overthrow, gave the Pope and his confederates 
time to recover their fpirits in fuch a manner, that 
they appointed Count Sforza their General, in order 

, to drive Fortebraccio out of the territories of the 
Church if pomble, apd put an end to a war, which 

had 
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had been commenced in favour of his Holinefs. The 
Romans therefore feeing the Pope once more in the 
field with frefh recruits, endeav~t1red to make their 
peace with him i which bell1g efretted, they fubmitted 
to receive a eommiffary whom he fent to Rome. 
Among! other places which Forrebraccio had feizt'd 
upon, were Tivoli. Montefiafconi, and the cities of 
CafteHo and Afcefi; into the latter of which h: had 
retired when he found he was no longer able to keep 
the field. But being befieged therc by the Count 
for a long time, for he made a bravc defence, the 
Duke began to perceive that it behoved him either 
to preVent the Allies from makin~ themfelves maf
terl of that place, or to provide for his own fecu
rit,., in cafe it lhou.ld fall into their hands. To make 
(ueh a diverfion therefore as might oblige the Coune 
to raife the fiege, he ordered Piccinino to force his 
'way, if he could, through Romagna into Tufcany: 
and ehe AUies jUdging it more necelfary to defend 
Tufcany, than to redUCe" Afceli, fent inftrucHons to 
the Count to appofe his paffage throl1~h that pro
'vince, though he had then advanced With his army 
as far as Furli. The Coont. on the ather hand. hav~ 
ing raifed the liege, marched with his forces directly 
to Cefena, leaving the management of the war in la 

'Marca, and the defence of his pOlfeAions to the care 
of his Brother Liane. But whilft Piccinino was thus 
endeavouring [0 force a paffage into TufcanY. and 
the COUfitto prevent it, Fortcbraccio boldly attacked 
Liane, and not' only ~oo~ ~im prifoner but difptrfed 
his army; and, purCuing his viCtory with the fame 
rapidity, took and plund!lred feveral towns in la 
Marca: at. which the Count was not a litde cha-

, grined, as 'he thought he fhould' now lofe all he had 
fo lately acquired. Upon which ac(ioonr, he left pirt 
of his army to hold Piccinino at- bay,' and advanced 
with the reft againft ~ortebraccio, whom he 'brought 
to an engagement '; in which the latter being routt4 
and taken prifonet, died not long aftefof the wounds 
he had rectived in tlte ba~tle. By this Victory [lie 
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Pope regained aU the territories that Fortebraccio 
had taken from him, and forced the Duke of Milan 
to rue for a peace, which was at laft concluded by 
the meditation of Niccolo d' Efti Marquis of Fer
rara: and it was agreed that aU the towns that had 
been feized upon by the Duke in Romagna, lhould 
be reftored to the Church, and his forces withdrawD 
into Lombardy. There conditions bting complied 
with, Bauifta da Canneta. not being able to maintain 
himfc:lf in poO"effion of Bologna by his OWJl ftrength 
<as it generally happens to tboie that depend upon 
the power of others to fuppoTt tbem in their ufur
pations) was forced to fly from thence and leave the 
city open to Antonio Bentivogli, the former Gove". 
nor, who immediately returned thither. 

Thefe things happened during the exile of Cofimo 
de' Medici; at whole return, thofe Citizens that had 
been his chief friends, and fame others who had 
been injured and oppreO"ed by the late AdminiO:ration. 
were determined, at all events, to take the govern
ment of the 5t~te into their own hands. The Sig
niory therefore, that was drawn for the two enfuing 
m.onths of November and December, not content 
with what their predecetTors had already done in fa. .. 
vour of their party, prolonged the term. and changed 
the relidence of fevc:ral that had been baniLbed, and 
rent numbers of others into exile. And this was 
done, .not only out of party rage, but likewife on ac
count of their riches, alliances, and private con
nexions: fo that this probiption, except in the ar. 
tide of blood flled, might in tome meafure be com
pared to' that under 5y11a and Otlavius. There were, 
however. fome executions i for Antonio the fan of 
Bernardo Guadagni, was beheaded: and four other 
Citizens, amongft whom w~re Zanobi Belfratelli and 
Colimo Barbadori, having left the place to which 
they had been banifhed, and gone to rc:fide at Venice, 
were fecured by the Venetians as fcuing a greater 
value upon' Cofimo's friendfllip than their own re'; 
putation, and fent prifoners to Florence, where they 
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were put to death in an ignominious manner. There 
examples greatly increafed the ftrength of Cofimo's 
party, and ftruck a terror into that of his enemies, 
when they faw fuch a powerful Republic as Venice 
fo meanly proftitute its honour to the Florentines: 
though fome thought this was not done fo much to 
oblige Colimo, as to revive the fpirit of faction, and 
create more dangerous divifions in Florence by fuch 
executions; as the Venetians plainly faw, that peace 
And union in that city, was the only obftac1e to their 
further aggrandizement. When they had thus pretty 
veil cleared the City of their enemies. and fuch as 
they thought difaffc:tl:ed [0 their government, they 
-began to ftrengthen their hands, by careffing and 
heaping favours upon others. For this purpofe, they 
ftcalled the family of the Alberti, and all the rell of 
the Exiles that had been formerly baniOled: they re
duced the Grandees (except fome very few) to the 
rank of Commoners : and divided the pofi"effions of 
thofe whom they had· banifhed, amongn themfelves. 
After this, they fortified themfelves with new laws 
and ordinances, and made a frefu Imborfation, tak
ing the names of all fufpeCl:ed perfons out 'of the purfes; 
and filling them up again with thofe of their own 
friends. But remembering the fupinenefs and neglea 
that had been fo fatal to the late adminift ration, and 
confidering that even fuch an Imborfation as they had 
already made, might not be fufficient to efiablith 
tbem firmly. in the government, they likewife took 
care, that fuch magiftrates as had the power of life 
and death entrufted to them, fhould always be choftl1 
out of the moO: eminent of their party; for whiah 
purpofe, they ordained that the Syndics who. infpetted 
the Imborfations, in conjunction with the old Sig. 
niory, fhould have the power of appointing a ne\\' 
one. They left the cognizance of capital offenc~t 
to the eight Wardens, and enaCl:ed, that no Exile 
1hould return, even after the term of his bani{hmenE 
was expired, till he had obtained the confent of the 
Signiory, and thirty-four of the Colleges, though the 
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whole number of therh amounteU to no more than 
thirty-feven. All perfons were prohibited to write to 
or receive any letters from them; every word, or 
fign, ~r gefiure, that difpleafcd the governors, was 
punifhed with the utmoft feverity : and if there wag 
any fufpecred perf on left in Florence, who had not 
fallen under their lalh for 'flleh offences, they (ook 
care, however, to load him feverely with new taxes 
and impofitions: fo that one part of their adveriaries 
being driven out of the City, and the other depreffed 
and over-awed by there means, they in a fhort time 
fecured the government to themfdves. And to fup
port their power with foreign aid, and deprive their 
enemies of all affiftance, if they fhould offer to 
difturb them, they entered. into a defenfive league 
with the Pope, the Veneti~ns, and the Duke of 
Milan. 

Whilft things were in this fituation at FlorencC', 
Giovanna Queen of Naples a~d Sicily died, and by 
her 13ft wiI'J, declared Regnier, DtIke of Anjou, her 
fuctdfor. Alphonfo, King of Arragon. 'Nas at that 
time in Sicily, and had fuen an intcreft with the No
bility there, that he was taking meafures to make 
·himfdf fovereign of that IOand. The Neapolitans in 
gen~ral, and many of the Nobles in particular, ad. 
'here<! to Regnier: the Pope, on the other hand, was 
1l0t willing lhat either Regnier or Alphonfo fhould 
become m~fter of it, as he wanted to get poifeffion 
of it himfelf and to govern it by a Lieutenant. But 
Alphonfo making a fudden defCent upon the coaft of 
Naples, was received there by the Duke of Sell's, 
arid took the forces of feveral other Princes into his 
pay; with a defign (a~ Capua was already in his pof. 
lemon; and governed by the Prince of Taranto, in 
his name) to compel the Neapolitans to fubmit to 
him: for whieh purpofe, he o.rdered his fleet to make 
~n att:tCk upon Gaieta, which was then in their hands. 
Upon this, the Neapolitans fent to defire the af
fiftance of Duke Philip: but he recommended them 
to the protection of the Geiloefe, who, (in fubmiffion 
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Co the commands of the Du~e tll~ir ,fuvereign~ ~md 
in hopes of fecuring the great qlfantity of mercban
dize which they had lodged nt dIaL .• i.me in Naples 
and Gaieta) Immediately fiued out ~ powerful fqua
dron for their relief. Alphonfo hearing of this ar
mament, thought pmper to reinforce his own, and 

S 'h" ... r. 'h r:' wenv; to ca WIt i It m penoWili, Wlt % re%ohWon to 
fight the Geliof{e; and the two fleets happe:ningw 
meet near the Ine of PonzIO, came (0 an engage~ 
ment, in which the Arragonefe were not onl)' defeat
ed, but Alphonfo himfdt~ and many other Princes 
that attended him, were taken% and fent Prifl)ners by 
i~C ~cnoe~e i.O t.he Dy~e.. !hj~ viCtory firuck a pa
nick IOto the Prmces ot Wily (who before \%lere un
der great apprehc:nllons of tbe Duke%s power) as they 
thought he had now a .. very fair opportunity of ma.
king bimfelf abfolute fovereign over them all. But; 
iC:ontrary to the expectation of everyone, he took a 
very diff.:rent refolution% . 

Alphonio was a Prinee of great wifdom a¥ld ad~ 
drefs, and as Coon as he had an opportunity uf a Pi~ 
",ate converfation with Duke. Philip, he reprdented 
to himAi " how little he confulted his own intereft, lQ 

fupportiZRg his competitor Regnier: for if Regnier 
mould become King of N apks% he would cer[ainly 
endeavour (he raid) tv make Duchy of Mibn a 
Province to the King of France, (hat fo he might 
have a fpeedy recourfe to him, and a door ready 
opened for fuccours upon any emcrgency; whid~ 
eould £Eot be effected without mtroduciog the .Frenc~ 
into that Duchy, to the ,mer deftruCl:ion of irA Th~ 
tOt his own parr, he thought the cafe wuuld be very 
different, if he himlelf lliould flu:ceed 2:0 the CruWbl 
of Naoles and Sicily: for as he fhould not be afraid 
of any % enemy but the French, he muil: of ncceffity be 
tObliged to court and carer'!, and {hew the molt: pro
found obedience to r:hofc \vho onlv had it in tOelr 
power to fuff'cr hi!> enemie23 to invadec him% That the 
name and title of King of Napks would thron indeed 
devolve to Alphonfo, but the power and authority to 

l)hilip 
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Philip Duke thaw:: behsw::¥ed Duke 
much more than himfelf, to . confider the danger of 
rFw::uceeding that mnnrtew:: and . thzzt 
might refule trom a contrary refolution; oolefs he 
chofe rather to give way to his paffions than to fecure 

Fe, in" ew::e he mnuld 
and independant; but in the other, (as his dominions 

betmixt t'ssm p01.'ln'sfu) he either ee= 
t,w::eJy hiw:: Duchy, or in pdpewal appreh'en .. 
fion and flavifh fubjeCl:ion to them both:' Thefe re-

hKh a.z£ Duk.zn's 
that he: changed his refolUtion, and not only fet AI-
phonf:z nt lib.znrty, bnt hire in honnurabln 
rn.zmn.znw:: to D.znnoaF w::nd to Daple's, frow 
whence he went to Gaieta, which city had been feized 
nnon hd fomn of his Pamh, aw:: foon 
heard that he was releafed. But the GetJoefe feeing 
ihe Duke had thus fet him at liberty withn.znt 
ns=garh and zAot naIr r.znaned ~,'11 the nlory .= W3r-, wnich had been carried on' folely at th~rr rifque 

endance, hut thy z%serit reb"hng aS1r 
them to retentment for baving defeated and 

ta~rin hi~if;ifon~;y:::e exce~~i~~7 enr3f~~ ~~}~~= 
hlent of its liberty, a chief MagiLtrate is choferi by 
the {raa fuffs'ake!l the hn.znple, they nnll 
Doge; not with the an .znbfolme 
Prince, nor to determine upon any thing himfelf, but 
tz:.znly W hfOPyf.zn mawz'ss as W::ie to deb.znt.znd 
tonfidered in council. The Nobility, however, were 

~~~~~~~~I dty; ih.znt !~~n~ftu~l~"m, , 
families of Frt'gofo and Adorna, w~r~ at that time 

emm££nt. From henc.zn it camn [0 

there Were frequt'ht divifions, and but lirde civil or"! 
der obferved nmongft them; and as their contefts for 
T*ewe's were eflnew:: by .znrrhs 
(ometimes one party was deprelfed, and fotnetime9 

hnmetiz¥::£C'S it; happw::.zned, ,tlufe 
fhad been hdudcd from a f'1are IJ:l the government, 
. ,V ul. I. X call~d 
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called in foreign Princes to their affJftanct", and fa(:~ 
ficed the State: to !hangers, when they could not ufurp 
it thmlfdvts. From henee it likewife gtAerally hap
pened, t~~t thofe who were mafters of Lo~~ardy,. 
had ailo die command of Genoa; as Duke Philip had 
at the time when Alphonfo of Arragon was takeB 
prironer. One, ~f the N abIes that were the chief in
firuments in fllbjetling that cicy to the Duke of Mi4 
lan, was Francifco Spinola; who, not long after hit 
had been the caufe of ennaving his country, became: 
fufpeCted (as it often happens in fuch cafes) and very: 
odious to Philip *. Upon which, he was fo difguft
ed, that he retired to G:iieta, as a voluntary exile. 
where he was when the engagement happ~ncd betwiz, 
Alphonfo's fleet and that of the Geno~fC; and hav
ing behaved wic,h great bravery in their fervice UpOD 

that occa(jon~ he thought he had .fa far regained the 
Duke's favour by it, that he lhould a,~ l~aft be Cuffered 
to live quietly at Genoa, as a reward for his merit. 
But perceiving that the Duke frill looked upon him_ 
with a fllfpicious eye, and ,ieemcd to think that a maR 
who had betrayed his cO\Jntry, C9uId never be faith.; 
ful to any onc elfe, lle refolved to make an attemp1: 
to reflore Genoa to its former liberty, and to r~trievC' 
his own reputation, that fo he might hereafter live if) 
fecurity at home; as he found there was no other 
way left to make his peace with his Fellow-citi.zens. 
but by healing the wound which he himfc:lf had givcft 
tnem. Seeing t'herefure, the univcrfal iAdigftatioB 
which the 'rdeafe of AtP,hol}fo,. had excited againfi 
the Duke, he thought it 'Ii very opportune conjunc
~ure to proceed to the execution of his defigns.. For 
~hich p~rpofC',. he communicau:u the matter to (omo 

• It {eldom happens that they who r:tife eitber a \1{i!rFr er a lawo.. 
fut Prince to tbe throne, enjoy bis fayour long. This. however, is
Dot aiwaYI owing to ,the,maxim.;" that men love treafon but bat .. 
traitors;" nOI" bc:caule lUen imagine. tllat they wbo laboured to de ... 
throne their nrft !'natter, will nt't fCrtiple to dethrone their new fo.. 
vereign. It is chiefly bcca.ufe thefe men think they are pever re. 
warded as they ddcrve; and that a Prince who ~wn bia eN'" too 
ibm, ought to ir3ut'thtm whatever they reque1t of 1Iim. 
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of his friends, who, he knew were- equally impatient 
to rega~n their liberty, and earnefily exhorted ,them' 
to afJift him in the attempt. Accordingly, on the 
Fefiivalof St. John the Baptift, asfoon as Arifmino, 
their new Governor for the Duke, had made hi~ en· 
try into the city, attended by Opicino the former 

. Governor, and many of the Citizens, Spinola without 
further delay, rufhed out of his houfe with his cori
federates ready armed, and having drawn them up In 
the ftreet before his door, cried out, Liberty, Liberty;. 
At this found, the people ran together, with fuch ea~ 
gernefs, th~t thofe who adhered to the Duke, either 
out of felf-intereft or fome other motive, were not 
only unprepared to make any refiftance, but hardly. 
had time to run away. Arifmino and fome of the 
Citizens that were of his party, re~ired 'into the ci. 
cadel, which was garrifoned by the Duke's foldiers. 
But Opicino endeavouring to get to the Palace~ where 
he thought he fhouId be able to fecure himfelf, and 
animate his friends to make a vigorous defence (as 
there were two thoufand (oldiers in it under his com
mand) was Oain before he could reach it, and torn 
limb froni limb by the populace, after they had 
dragged his body through every. ftre~t in the city. 
The citadel and other forts that were in the Duke', 
poffeffion. likewife furrendering in. a few days, the 
Genoefe in this Olanner recovered their liberty and en-
tirely {book off' his Y9ke. . 

The Princes of Icaly. who fometime before had 
been under great apprehenfions . t~at the Duke would 
grow to:) powerful for them all. began to hope they 
ihould be ab!e to make a ftand aiainft him when 
t~.ey fa,,! things take this turn i and the Florentines 
and Venetians, notwithfianding the league thl:Y had 
fa lately made with him, now entered into a con
federacy with the Genoefe. Rinaldo degli Albizi 
therefore, and feveral others of the greatdl diftinc
rion amongft the; Florentine Exiles, feeing the face 
of affairs fo changed, and further difturbancfs likely 
to tnfue, did not dt:fpair of prevailing with the Duke: 

X ~ to 
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to come to an open rupture with the Florentines; 
and for that purpofe, they went to \,.it upon him at 
Milan, ~here Rinaldo addretl"ed him in the fol· 
lowing manner: ,. Neither your Highnefs. nor any 
other perfon, who confiders the coufe of human af· 
fairs and the mutability of fortunr, will think it 
ftrange that we, who formerly have been your ene
mies, lhould now have the confidence to iOlJicit your 
amnance to re!tore us to our Country; efpecially as 
vie truft we tan' give a fatisfaaory account of our paR: 
attions to yourfelf, and prefent conduCt to our fdlow
citiz.ens. No reat1>nable man will ever reproach an;. 
other with defending his Country, by any meant 
whatfoever; and in fa doing, it never ",as our de
fire or intention to do you the leall injury, but merely 
to fecure ollrfdves. For the truth of this, we ap· 
peal to yourfeJf; as you muft very well remember, 
that in our higheft career of victory and fuccefs, 
whenever we found you fincerely difpofed to peace, 
we have promoted it with ftill. greater ardour than 
you did:· fo· that we cannot accufe ourfelves of ever 
baving done any thing that might give us reafon to 
doubt of ,our Highnefs's favour and protection; nor 
can our Country with jultice complain of us, for 
now inciting you to take up thofe arms againft it, 
which we have often fo vigorouOy exerted in its de
fence. F,>I' that State alone can duly claim the re
verence and Jove of its fubjeas, which equally be· 
{tows its favours upon them all: and not that, which 
fmiles only upon fome few minions, and frowns upon 
III the relt. Nobodj~ furely, will affirm, that it it 

, unlawful in all cafes to bear arms againft one"s Coun .. 
try: for every State, being of a compound nature, 
in fome meafort refembles the liuman bpdy; and as 
one is fubject to' feveral difeafes, which cannot ef· 
fectually be cored without caunics and amputation l 
fo, in the other, many diforders and inconveniencief· 
arjfe, which if a good and dutiful Citizen did not en· 
deavour to remedy, even by the fword, if nccefi'ary ... 
he would become highly culpable. What greater 

mi4 

Digitized by Google 



J!ookV. 0 F F'L 0 :R ENe E. 30'g 
Jl1jfcry then can there .hein any .Republic" than {la
very? What remec;ty (l.Jor,e e~pedient 'than that whicb 
will certainly put a~ cnd to it l Thofe wars are a1-
ways eftcemed jun: that arc nece1rary; ,and jds but 
charity to our Country to take up arms, when there 
is no otber hope of redrels for the injuries jt fuftains. 
For my own part, I know not what (1cceffit)' can be 
more preffing than our.s, nor any higher degree of 
charity, than to re{cue our Country Ol,1t of the jaws 
Df {lavery. Without doubt, we have a moR: juft 
caufe, and very wen worthy of being maturely con
fide red and attended to by your Highnefs, as well as· 
~urfelves; and you, likcwife, will be fuUy juftiDec;l 
in making war upon the Florentines, by their fhamc:-, 
lefs behaviour in confederating with your rebellious 
fuhjetls the Genoefe. in open violation of the folemn 
Fngagements into whiCh they have fa' lately entered 
with your Highnefs. But if our fufferings are not 
fufficiently grievous to move pity, certainly the in
dignities that have been offered to yourfdf fuould 
excite your refenunent, and prompt you to take ajuij: 
revenge; efpecially, fUlee it is fo eafy to be effeCted. 
Let not the rememhrance of paft times difcourage 
fOu, iA which you have feen them defend themfelves 
with fo much vigour and obftinacy: though indeed, 
if their courage was now equal to what it was for
merly, it woul<:J be much to be dreaded, But the 
Fafe i~ rar .ot.her~vife at prefent; for what ftrengtb 
can you expea in a city that has e~pel1ed the ricbcft 
and moil:' loduftriou;s· of irs inhabitants? What reCo
J,ution in a people ,diftraete.d with frelli broils and 
9uarre)s amongft themfc1ves. which will naturally pre
vent the little money· they ~ave left from being ap~ 
plied as it ufed to be ,? "fC?r mC!! che,arfuHy open their 
furfes, when thcy fee it i.s fQr tbe reputation and Ce
curity of'their Country, 'i,n ·hopc:$ of r.eg.aining that 
1>1 an honourable peacc1 which thcy have ,expende4 
in fllppc;rting ~ neceffary 'Yar: b~t wit~ gre,at r.e
luaa~ce., when they find them(elyes equally oppr~ff.c:4. 
~~tb 1~ war .and peace, aOXd arc phmd~red ·by t'he out-

, .,. 3 . raJes 
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'rages of an enemy in one, and the rapacity of their 
Governors in the other. It is certain, that the ava
rice of Governors is of much greater prejudice to any 
State, than the depredations of its enemies: as the 
iatter, it may be hoped. will ceafe in time; but of 
the former there fddom is any end. You formerly 
waged war again!t the whole Republic; but noW' 
againft a very incon:' -el-a~)1! remnant of it: you then 
had great numbers of bood and worthy Citi~ens to 
~ppofe you; but::t prer~nt very few,. and thole 'bad 
men: you came lit thar tt'lle' to depm'e our City of 
its liberties', but now to rcfhre them: and furely, 
from fueb a contrariety of ci: cu:P!hnces, you may 
well hope for a very different event,; nay, you may 
certainly d.C'pend upon fuccefs. We leave your High
nefs to judge of the advantage you will reap from it, 
in ftrengthening your hands by a ftrict alliance with 
the Tufcans, ~hom you will firmly attach to your 
intereft, by the 'merit of fo great a deliverance; an 
alliance from which you may avail yourfelf of more 
effeCl:ual fupplies in any future undertaking, thaq 
even from Milan itfdf: and thou~h fuch an entcr~ 
prize, at another time, might have "'been imputed tel 
mjuftice or ambitioh, it will now be rl"garded as equit; 
able' and cbmpaffionate. Permit 'us, - therefore, to 
exhort your Highnefs. not to let fo fair an opportu
nity flip away, but to confider, that although your 
former attempts againO: that State were attended witl\ 
great difficulty, eltpence, and difhonour, you mag 
eafily fucceed in this, and gain infinite reputation &n~ 
advanta@:e." . ' , 

The Duke did not require much fo)Jjcitation tq 
induce him to make war upon the Florentines, as he 
entertained an heredirary hatred to them, and was 
prompted [0 it by the blindnefs of his ambition, which 
governed-him in aJ) his aCtions: befides. h~ was not ~ 
little provoked at their confederacy with the Geno~e, 
But when he conf.idered the vaft expences he had 
been at, the rifque he had run, the lorres he had fQ 
lately fuftained, and the. vain and m-grounded hopes 

. ' of 
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of the exiles, bis ardour ,was fome,thing abated. How-, 
.ever, as foon as he heard of the revolt of Genoa, h~ 
ordered Niccolo Piccinino to advance towards that 
€ity with all his Cav'aky, and 'what infantry he could 
raife in his own territories, to try it' ~t was p'offible tQ. 
recover tt, before the Cidzens bad eftablifhed 'any new' 
goyerriment, and made necdfary provillons for tneir 
defence it as he dependeq much upon the ftrength of 
we Citadel, which he thought was ftm maint,ained by 
bis garrifon. And,though Piccinino not only drove 
{ome of the GMloefe up ineo ihe' mountains, but lOok 
the Vale of Ponzeveri from them, where th~y had' 
fortified themfdves, q,nd forced them into 'that town, 
yet they' defended it fa, ob.ftinately, tbat he could' 
make no further pro~refs, and was' obliged to draw 
off again with his forces. Upon' which, the Duke~ 
at the inftigation of' the Florentine ~xiles, fenc him 
inftruCtions to make an incurtion towards the Sea
coaft Dear Leghorn, and ~arra.fs the confines of Pira, 
.as much as pombJe; imagining he fhould be better 
.ble to judge from tke fucccts of thefe expeditiQns, 
what cOlouie it would be moil: proper to t,ake next. 
In confequence of this~ Piccrnil)o made /ill alfault 
,upon Se.rezana and fook it ~ anc! after he had com
mitted· great ravages thereabour~ in o,rder to alarm 
~he . Florentines ftil,1 more, he pro..ceedecl towards 
Lucc~ giving' out' that he would ,march into the 
}(iDgdom of ~afki 'to the affiftanc'e of the King of 
1Arragon. In the 'beginning of thefe new commotions 
Pope Eugenius left Florence and went to ~ologna~ 
where he endeavoured to bring about !In accomm~ 
cation' petwixt the .f-.e3Eue an:d th'e Duke, to: whom 
he caufed it to be lignified, that if he did not: confent 
~o jt, he ~ould '~e oblige4 to gi"e Co,unt FraJ)ci((;e 
Sforza leave to go· into their krvice, who was then 
~is General and Ally. ~ndthough his Holinefs took 
great pains in the matt.er, it was to no purpofe: for 
the Duke would ~ot liften to· any agreement, except 
~enoa was reftored to him; and the· League infifted 
,hat jt ~ould continue in the enjoyment of its Jiber-

, . X f . " lies : 
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t~~s: fa t~at all hopes of peace being at an end;. 
~oth fides prep~red for war. Upon tbe arrival ot 
Piccinino at Lucca, .. the F~oreDtines beginning to ~ 
.ppreh~nfi~e .of .ne",: dift~rbances from that quarter •. 
ordered ~erl dl Glqo tp march direB:ly with their 
{orccs to cover the Country about PiCa, where h~ 
wa~ joi{leq by Count Sforza, according to the Pope's. 
direa:ions~ and both of theAl took poft at. Santa 
Gonda. On the ~th~.r hand. Piccinino, who Jay ai 
Lucca, fent to demand a palfage through lhat Coun .. 
try into the Kingdom of Naples; which being re-. 
fured, he threatened to force one. . 
: The ftrength of the two armies, and tbe abilities. 
of the commanders were nearly the fame: fo that 
Deither fide being very tlefirous to come to an en
gagement, efpeciillly in the depth of winter, (as it 
was then December) they lay many days in ~heit: 
quartels, withoQt proceeding to further hoftilities. 
~rhe firft that moved was Piccinino; who being in
formed, that if he made an afrault upon the town of 
Pifano, he might eafily carry it. But failing in 'th:tt~ 
he laid wafte all the adjacent Country, and not only 
ioo~ St. Giovanni aUa Vena, but plundered it aO(~ 
burnt it down to the ground. The fuccefs of thi~ 
~nter'prize (though he failed in his main defign) de
termlOed him to attempt fomethilJg further; cfpe. 
,ially when he faw that neither. Gini, nor the Count 
ftirred' out of their quarters to oppofe ·him. He 
iherefore made an attack upon St. Maria in Caftello 
and Filetto, and took them both. Yet even this 
did Dot provoke the Count to put himfelfin mo:' 
tion; though 'he was not afraid to' face the enemy, 
but bccaufe the Government of florence had .not 
yet fully rerolved to declare war, out of reverence tQ 
~he Pope, who \\as frill negociating a peace .. But 
this manner of proceeding, which was the effed: of 
moderation and prudence in the Florentines, being 
imputed to pufiilanimity by the enemy, fo elated 
them that they marched forward and rat down wit~ 
all their {or~es before Barga. This n,cw provocation~ 

. . . how-
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however, d~termineci the Florentines to Jaya6de aU 
rs:fpect, and n~t only to relieve Barga if poffible, but 
tp invade the territories of the Lucchefe. For 
Which purpofe9 the Count .advancing directly to. 
"ards Piccinino, engaged and routed his army, ai
mo{\: under the waHs of that tQwn9 and forced him to 
raife th~ liege. In the mean time9 the Venetians 
perceiving the Duke had broken his engagements 
\Yith them, fent Franeifco da Gonzaga, their com. 
!pander "in chief, to Ghiaradadda, who made foch' 
qevaibtioq in the Duke's terricories, that he was 
forced to recl\ll Piecinino out of Tufcany. .This· 
retreat, 'and the advantage which the Florentines had 
lately gained over him, encouraged them to make an 
attempt '-1pon Luc(."a, and not without great hopes 
~f reducing that city; in which expedition they pro
ceeded without either fear or ceremony, as they faw 
the Duke, who was the only perfon that could .inter. 
rupt their defigns, was likely to be fufficiently em. 
ployed by the Venetians; Rnd the Lucchefe could 
ppt with any face complain of hofti]ities being com
menced againft them by a people whofe enemies they 
had received into their bofom, and giving them an 
9Pportunity of invading their dominions. In the be· 
ginning of April therefore 1437, the Count put his 
army in motion again: but being defirous of reCG-t 
vering what the Florentines ~ad loft,· before he in. 
vaded others, he Srft retook S~. Maria in Caicllo, 
and all their other towns which Piccinino had made 
pimfdf mafier of: and then directing his march to
wards the territories of the Lucchefe, he laid liege to 
Camajore, the inhabitants of which, though very 
,we)) affected to their mafrers, being terrified a~ the 
tudden arrival of the enemy before their gates, for
got their loyalty, and furrendered to the Counr. 
With the fame facility he reduced MaLIa and Sere
zana~ before the end of May; and theD carried his 
arms into the confines of Lucca, where he laid wafte 
flll their corn-fields, burnt the Villages, cut up their 
Vines a.n~ fruit trees, drove away their Cattle, and 
.\; fpared 
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fpared nothing that his foldiers could lay their hands 
on. The Luc,hefe on the other hand~ feeingrhem. 
felves abandoned by tbe Duke, and in no condition 
to defend their Country, retired into the city, which 
they fortified with rtdoubts and ocher works in f~cb. 
~ mann_er, that they were not without hopes of de
fending it for fame time; efpe.;:ially 8S they had a 
~rong garrifon within the walls, and remembered 
how oft~n the Flor~ntines h.d mifcarried in their for· 
mer attempts UI'OIl it. The only thing they had to 
fear, was the baleners and irrefolmioll of the commoq. 
people, who being wearied O\Jt with a liege, would 
moft likely prefer their own private fafery to the li
IDerty of the public, lind force them to fome igno
miDious capitulation. To encourage them therdore 
to· make' a r~lolute defence, one of the oldd! and 
ftloftexperienced of the Citizens, having c~tled them 
together in the great Pia~za, harangued them in the; 
{olio wing manner: . 
, ,u Ye need not be told, fellow· citizens, that what. 
foever is the effc:tl: of neeemey, deferves neither cen
(ure nor applallfe. So tha.t if ye fhould accufc us as 
the ocu(ion of a war which the Florentines have nor? 
commenced again{\: our State, by adrpitti~g the Dllke's 
forces into this city, uti giving them a more con'Ve~ 
sient opportunity of invading their dominions, ye 
c:ertainIr do us much wrong; !inee ye muft all but ,00 weI remembC1" the many attempts they have for
merly made upon us, which have not been owing to 
any injuries that we have done them, or any juft ap
prchenfions from us on their fide, but to our weak:
nef! and their ambhien; both which, from time tq 
time; halVe continually incited tbem to confpire OUf 

f'uin. Let \)s not flatter ourfelves therefore, that any 
merit on our part will ever divert tbem (rpm their 
purpofes, or any ofFet'lce that we may give,' 'cim more 
fully determine them in ruch a refolution: and fincc 

. it is their defire to deprive us of our liberty, let it be 
out endeavour manfully to defend ir. We have fuf
tieient caufe indeed to lament, but not·w be furprized, 

• 
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~t their prefent ma,nner of proceeding: fcr 'how is it 
poffible to fupprefs cur grief, when we fee our coun
~ry invadedl Dur towns taken from us, cur houtes 
burnt, and cur fields laid wafte? but can any man 
be fimple enough to wonder at it, when he confider. 
that we fuould treat them in the fame manner, and 
perhaps worre: if it was in our power? And though 
the arrival of Piccinino amongft us has furnifhed 
them with a pretence to begin this war upon us, yet 
they would certainly have fDund out fome other, if he 
bad not come hither: the evil might have been de. 
ferred for a while, but it would in that cafe very likely 
have faUen fo much the heavier upon us at laft. So 
that we ought not, in reality, to impute thefe misfor. 
~unes to his coming, but to our own evil deftiny and 
Jhe ambiti(m of our enemies: fDr we could neither 
r.efufe admittance to the Duke's forces, nor reftrain 
them from committing hoftilities when they were here. 
Everyone muft needs know that we cannot pombl,. 
fupport ourfelves without the aid of fome powerful 
Prince; and that no one is either mDre able or mDre 
willing to. defend us tban the Duke. As he re{lQred 
pur liberty when it was Icft, we may reafonably hope: 
he will ftill maintain us in'it i efpeciaUy againft ene .. 
mics fo impll¥=able, that he himfelf has always looked 
upon them with abhorrence. If then we had Dffended 
Ilim for fear of difobliging the Florentines, we fhould 
have Joll a firm friend, and made OU1"enemy Rill more 
powerful and ready to attack us. It is furely tberep 
fore much more digibJe to be at war :with them, un. 
der his prctection, thaD to incur his difpleafure b,. 
patching up a peace; as we may dc-pend upon it he 
will deliver us out Df tbofe dangers to which he hal 
txpofc:d us, provided we are not wanting to ourfdves. 
'Ye very, well remember with what a degree ~f inve .. 
~eracy tbe Florentines have oftf'n invacicd u~ and 
with h9w much reputation we ha~ always defcnd~d 
ourfelfts, even when we had no other hope but ia 
God, and in time; both which have httherto CODe 

Rantly _pre-,klYcd us. ADd fUJCe we were eaabled to 
do 
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ll' THE HIS TOR Y Book V. 
do fo in thofe exigencies, why fhould we defpair of 
it at prefent? At that time we were left to ,their mercy 
by aU the States of Italy, but ,now the Dyke efpo~(e~ 
oW' caufe, and we have gQod reafon to hope the Ve
netians will ROt be very forward to annoy us; as they 
look with a jealous eye upon the growing power of 
our enemies. When the Florentines attacked us be
fore, they were not fa much embarraffed in their af
fairs as they are now; they had alfo greater depend
ance upon foreign affiftance, and were more powerfu. 
themfelves! on the contrary, we were every way 
."uch weaker than we are at prefent: for we the~ 
were obliged to defend a Tyrant; but now we fight 
for ourfdves: at that time he reaped the glory of 
defending us; but now the reputation is our own: 
the enemy was then united and entire, but now fa 
divided and difmembered, that every part of Italy 

, fwarms with their Exiles. But if we had none of 
thefe motives to animate us, certainly we ought to 
exert our utmoft effort$ to defend ourfelves in fuch a 
conjunCture as tllis. Every enemy indeed oughr to 
be juftly dreaded by us, as they are all ready to take 
advantage of our weaknefs to aggrandize themfelve, 
with our fpoils; but the domination of the Floren
tines is much more to be feared than that of any 
other people. Tribute and obedience, and the go',:, 
vernment of our city will not conten~ 'them; ther 
'Will feizc upon our very perfons and houfes, to f.uiate 
their cruelty with our blood, and their avarice with 
our poffeffions! fo that it behoves everyone of us, of 
what rank or condition foever~ to guard againft them 
above all others. Let us not defpair however, thd 
we fee our Country laid wafte, our towns reduced to 
afhes, and our lands in the hands of the' enemy; for 
if we can fave our ciry, thofe of neceffity muft re
turn into Ollr poffeffion; but if we lofe that, it will 
avail us nothing to preferve the other: if we inain~ 
tain our liberty, they will hardly be able to continue 
mailers of our eftates; bllt if we are to be aaves, it 
'lignifies but little what becomes of- them. ~[Us 
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rake arms theon, and in the day of battle, Jet ever, 
man remember that he is fighting not only for his 
country. but for the prefervation of his wife and chil
dren and private fortune." 

The latter part of this fpeech excited fuch a fpirit 
in the people, that they unanimouOy promifed to filed 
the laft drop of their blood, rather than fail in the 
dqty they owed to their Country, or liften to a peace, 
that lhould be in any wife prejudicial to their liberty» . 
and immediately began to make all neceffary prepa.
rations for the defence of the City. 

In the mean time the Florentine army was not in .. 
a8:ive: for after they had committed great devafta.
tion in the adjacent country, they took poH'effion of 
Monte Carlo by capitulation, and then laid liege to 
Uzzano, in order to diftrefs the Lucchefe on every 
fide in fuch a manner, that when there was no hope 
of relief from any quarter, they migh.t be compelled 
by famine to fubmic to them. The Citadel however, 
was very {hong and had a numerous garrifon in ir, 
fo that it did not prove fo eafy a matter to reduce it 
as the reft. The Lucchefe feeing they were thul 
firairened, had re-courfe to Duke Philip (as might 
well be expected) and recommended themfdves to 
his protection in the moil: prefiing terms; fo.metimes 
reminding him of their pail: fervices, fometimes of 
lhe infults he himfc:lf had reuived from the Floren
tines, and fometimes reprefenting to him " how mucb 
it would animate his other allies, whrn, they faw him 
thus ready to interpofe in their defence: and on the 
other hand, how greatly it muft difcourage tbem, if 
they fhould be left to the mercy of their enemi(s. 
That in cafe they lhould 10Ce their lives or liberties, he 
would alfo lofe his friends and his reputation at the 
fame time, as well as the confidence of all others who 
Alould at any time expoCe themfclves to the like dan .. 
gers to fu\'c bim. To thefc remonftrallces they 
added tears and entreaties befeeching bim to have 
compaffion on them at leaR, if be had no remem
brance of former obliiatians.'~ The Duke therefore, 

. Dot 
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s',! THE HIS tOR Y Book V. 
'not only confidering the late merit of the Luccheft', 
and the ancient enmity of the Florentines to him, but 
being likewife very delirous to prevent them from 
growing fi ill more powerful ~y frefh acquifitions, re
{olved either to fend a confiderable army into Tuf
caoy, or to make a vigorous war upon the Venetians; 
thac fa the former might be neceffitated to abandon 
their prefent enterprize, in order to march to their affift
ance. As foon as the Florentines had intelligence of this 
refolution, they began to grow fick of their under
taking; and therefore, to find him fufficient employ:.. 
ment at home, they earneftly tollicited the Venetians 
to fall ,upon him with all their forces in Lombardy. 
But the Venetians being daunted -at the defertion of 
the Marquis of Mantua, who had quitted their 
fervice and gone into the Duke's; and 1eeing them
felves in a manner difarmed thereby, m~de anfwer, 
1& that they were fa far from being able to become 
principals in the war, that they could not take any 
fi'late at all in it, except they would fpare them Count 
Sforza to command their army; and upon condition 
too, that he fhould be obliged to pafs the Po with 
it in perfon: otherwife, they would not embark in 
the war (notwithftanding any former engagements) 
fince they could neicher carry it on without a Gene
ral, nor hope for ruecefs from the condua of any 
one but the Count; nor even from his,. unlefs he 
'Would engage to ferve them with equal vigour and 
fidelity in all parts." The Florentines raw very 
plainly that it was neceffary to make a powerful dl· 
.. erfion in Lombardy; but confidered that if they 
parted with the Count, their enterprize againft Lucq, 
muO: fall to the ground: and they were Jikewife 
aware that tht Venetians made that demartd, not out 
of any real oceafion they had for him, but to pre~ 
vent them from becoming matters of. that Statt'. 
On the other hand, the Count did not refute td' go 
into Lombardy to ferve the Con~derates thtft, but 
was refolved not to violate the obligation he 1a1 un~ 
der Dot to pafs the Po; for fear of forfeiting me ad-

vanta£C::i 
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.,antages he expeCl:ed from his promifed alliance with 
the Duke. So that betwixt the defire of reduclng 
Lucca, and the apprehen(11)n of being embroiled in 
a war with the Duke, the Florentines were in no 
little perplexity. But fear at 1aft prevailing over am
bition, as it generally happens~ they con fen ted that 
the Count, afEer he had taktn Uzzano, fhould march 
into Lombardy. There frill remained another diffi:. 
cuhy however,. which feemed much harder to be fut
mounted, anq gave them more troul))e and vexation 
than the former. For the Count would not be obliged 
to pafs the Po; and the Venetians would not takt!" 
him into tI~ir pay upon any other conditions. But 
as there· was no way to accommodate thefe differences. 
without making fame concemon! on one fid! or the 
other, the Florentines prevailed upon the Count to 
promife them in a letter to the Signiory, that he· 
would pafs that river; telling· him, that a private 
promife could not diffolve a public engage~nt, and 
that he would be under no necefiity of obferving it ~ 
from whence they fhould gain this advantage, thar 
when the Venetians had once begun a war, they 
would be Obliged to perfecute it; which perhaps 
might divert the norm they were then threatened 
with themldves. On the other hand, they repre. 
fented to the Venetians, "that as fuch a letter Wa! 

. fufficiendy binding, they ought to. be fatisfied with 
jt : . that it was but reafonable to flm~en the Count, al 
much as they could, out of regard to the' exptdations 

. he might have from his future father-in-law: and 
that it was both their intere{\: and his, not to divuJg4J 
the Jetter without a mantfeft oceafion." The Ve
Delmns appearing fatisfied with this expedient, it was 
accordingly determined to fend t.he CCUllt into Lom~ 
bardy; wbo having taken Uzzano, and thrown up 
fome works rollnd Lucca to keep it ftill blocked up.· 
recommended the fuperinteRdance of that war to. 
Commiffari~s,al'ld paffirlg the: • Apennines advanced 

• The origir'!al (.,.,·t40 r ..Alp;, be patTed the Alps. But it ~ 
plain, tbe l\fcnninca arc ben: meant. And thuuGh the word Alp. 

ta 
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to Reggio. But the Venetians fufpefling his fin.& 
eerity, and deurous to difcover his real intentions~ 
fent him orders thither to pars the Po immediatel, 
and join their forces: which being peremptorily rc
fufed by the Count, much ill language paffed betwixt 
him and Andrea Mauroceno, who brought him thofe: 
orders, each upbraiding the mhc:r with pride and in-_ 
fincerity: fo that after much altercation, one infift.ing 
that he was not obliged to pars the. River, and the 
other protefring he fhould receive no pay jf he did 
not, ~he Count returned into Tufcany, and Mauro
ceno to Venice. 

After this, the Count encamped in the territories 
of lli(a, by an order from the Florentines, who ex
peeted tie would frill have condutl:ed the war againft 
the Lucchefe; but in that they were difappointed. 
For the Duke being informed, that he had refufed 
to pars the Po, out of rcfpe-a: to him, began to en
tertain fome hopes that he might prererve Lucca by 
his mediation, and therefore deured him to ufe his 
endeavours to make a peace betwixt the Lucchefc 

is generally approp'riated, by wa>- of eminence, to th:at vaft ridge of 
mountains which aivides Italy from France, Germany, and Switzer
land, yet the Latin, Greek, and Italian writer. Cand Machiavel iii 
particular) very of I en apply it to other IIlountains, ~nd ia bot" 
lIumbers. The French ufe it only in the plural. The firigular is 
chiefly found amongll the poets. And indeed it fi.,.ni6es any higH 
mountain. Antonini (aYI, " Alpe fignilica in generaTe olni altiffima 
montagna, come in Greco e in Latino i i France6 noa I'hanoo ill 
quefto fentimento: particolarmente fi9nifica quella ehe fa!Cia l"Italia 
da tramontana. G1' Italiani I' ufano nel fingolare e nel plunle s come; 
Ji IU'Vrin Alpcfrnzll 'Utnto j t, gill/MI' Alpi nr<Vtl d'Ogl1; ;nltJrllo." Tbd 
Englilh ufc It In the fame manner. Milton makes his SampfoD Ap 
ai1les (ay. I. 6~1 . 

.. No breath of vernal air from {nowy Alp:' 
Which mull be meant of the mountains of Paleftine I as it eouril not 
\vithout great impropriety be fpoken of any other, ef~ially oftbo(o 
in Italy: For what brtath of vernal air could he expea from moun
tains that were at the diftance of fo many hundred leagues from bim , 
if indeed he conld be f uppofc:d to know t here "ere any (uch ia ~illg f 
The Ap)lennines run the whole iength of Italy, from tbt; nor~b wdt. 
10 tbe fouth-eaft, and may. perhaps, be deeined It l'amdiC'ltlon ot' 
thofe mountain. that are panicula!'ly called tb~ Alps. Tbey la, di.l 
,ealy in the Count's way from Lncca into Lombardy, whilhet he 
could not poffi\Jly get without Faflin~ tAem, anc! 3fe at a grc:1t dif. 
IaDee f,'ow' the othv. 

and 
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Flor%:mine"s %:nd him inchld%:d in if po(d 

fibJ~; ftil~ buoyi~g him up with the ~romjre of his 

~~t~g:bt~:h~~I:":~~~d%:n~t ni:~~e Y~~;r::::~nt upun 
Count, who was in hopes, that by fuch an alliance, 

miiiht liiKnetix:m: or utiier Lord nh 
Milan. as the Duke had no fons. He therefore ufed 
aU means to hre~ent the Florentines from 

waf prutdhnn that, h,x: tawn hart, 
not give himfelf any further concern about it. except 

Vaaetiam woulii firft hi%:-, the %:Eaars W%:f%: 
due to him, and their other engagements: for 
that the payment of his arrears alones was not fuBi-
dent . ml%.'ntain hIm the iinffeffr::r:: of 
State~ without fome other fupport befides that of the 
(d-Iornmines, So if was the 
Ytetiam, he as as for Iumfelf; 
hinting, at the fame time, that he would go over to 

dn he. 
Thefe cavils and double dealings exceedingly cha'; 

Ytrined the Flornmines, who fnw 'mnlh 
;iot gian np thoahhts ms:hing 
mafters of Lucca, but provide for the fafety of their 
uwn iir::mininr::s. 3D gttnt danw-r if 
Duke and [he Count fhould join forces againft them. 
Theii fent Cofimo de' Medici, therefr::re. tJJ Venkr::, 
in h£:,iias that a mau of reh%.yz:atior:: woulh be 
to prevail upon the Venetians to perform their en-
gageEr::nts -q.azth aftas: the 
been thoroughly hifcuffeh in tde Senate, al')d he had 
reprefented to them at large the {tate of affairs in Italy 
nt thnt timas the draatnnli of Dndes iiauer • 
.reputation of his arms, and {hewed them, that if he 
Eas bd the they ,-aauld driann 

ngain tnn dea, thn I:t)ornm;mes in the Ut-

moO: danger of loring their liberties; the Venetians 
mad, nnfw'-:t " th,y thn,r OW&! flrennLh, 
and that of the other Italian Scates, and trtlHed [hey 
lhould be ,ble w deft'nd themfdvc:t upon 
Thas: wa:t not ot their co ps:y 
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foldiers who fought for others; and therefore, they 
thought the Florentines ought to pay the Count, as 
they had employed him. That in order to enjoy 
their dominions with fecurity, it was more neceffary 
co humble his pride, than to fupport it by penfions : 
for as his ambition had no bounds, if they now paid 
him his demands. when he had done them no fer
vice, he would foon make others, which perhaps 
might be more dangerous and dilhonourable to diem. 
That it appeared of the laft confequence to them, to 
curb his infolence in time, and not fuffer it to become 
incorrigible: but if they were defirous to continue 
him their friend. either out of fear or any other mo
tive, they would advife them to pay him by aU 
means." 

With this diffatisfaB:ory anfwer, Conmo returned 
to Florence. The Florentines however, earnenIy fol
licited the Count not to abandon his confederates: 
which indeed, he was not .very defir()us to do: but 
his impatience to be married to the Duke's daughter, 
kept him in fuch fufpence, that every little accident 
fhook his refolution. He had left the care of his pof
femons in La Marca, to Furlano, one of his principal 
officers; who being' tempted by great offers from cbe 
Duke, quitted the Count's fervice, and went over to 
him; which fo alarmed the Count, that he laid afide 
all other confiderations, and entered into a treaty with 
che Duke; in which, amongft other articles, it was 
agreed betwixt them, that the Duke fhould not, for 
the future, interfere in the affairs of Tufcany or Ro
magna. After this agreement, the Cc;)Unt took great 
pains to perfuade the Florentines to come to an ac
commodation with the Lllcchrfe, and, indeed, in a 
manner compelled them to it: for as they faw there 
was no other hope left, they made a peace with them 
in the month of. April 1438; by which the Lucchefe 
were left in the enjoyment of fheir liberties; and the 
Florentines kc:-pt potreffion of Monte Carlo, and fome 
other fortreffes they had taken from them. But not 
fatisfied with this, they wrote letter~ !ntO hll parts of 

baly. 
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Italy, full of murmurs and complaints, that, finee 
God and man had not been pl~f~d to fuffer them to 
reduce the Lucchefe under their dominion, they had 
been forced to make a peace with, them. .and it 
has very fddom happened, that any other people has 
fhewn fo much regret at the 10fs of their own terri
tories, as the Florentines exprc:ffc:d. when they found 
they were not able to ufurp thofe of their neigh~ 
bourse 

Notwithflanding they were fo bufity employed at 
this time in their own affairs, yet they found, leifure 
to attend alfo to thofe of their friends, and to beau .. 
tify theIr City. Niccolo Fortebraccio, who had mar~ 
ried a daughter of the Count de' Poppi, ~ing dead, 
and Poppi having got poffdIion of the Bourg and 
Citadel di San Sepulchro, during the life of his fon
In.law, fiiIl held them in the name of his widow 
(pretending they had been fettled upon her} and reo 
fufed to deliver them up to the Pope:. who de
manded them~ as ufurped from the Church. Upon 
'which, his Holinefs fent the· Patriarch of Alexan
dria, with an army, to wreft them out of his hands: 
aDd the COUnt finding he was not able to maintain 
them, made an offer of them to the Florentines; 
which they refufed to accept; and at t~e Pope's re
lurn to Florence, endeavoured to accommodate mat
ters betwixt them. But as the treaty was attended 
with many difficulties and delays, the'Patriarch made 
an alfault upon Cafentino, took Prato Vecchio, and 
Romena, which he likewife in his turn offered to 
'the Florentines, who would have nothing to do with 
them, except the Pope would confent that they fuould 
.. eltore them to the Count; to which, after much 
wrangling, he at laft agreed, upon condition that the 

• A Patriarch is a great Dignitary in the Church, above an Arch. 
ItUbop. A Bilhop prefided only over the territory of the City whereot" 
be was Bilhop. A Metropolitan fuperilltended a Province, and had 
the Bifbops of it for his Suffragans. A Primate was the chief of a 
Diocefe, and had fevera1 Mctrupolitans under him. A P3!J"iarch had 
under hIm fever:d Dioc:=ks, the Prim3tU themfdvea wcre fubjea to 
luna. . 
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Florentines would ufe their intereft with the Count. 
to reftore the Borgo di San Sepulchro to him. After 
"is Holinefs was thus fatisfied, ,he Florentines being 
c1efirous to have Divine Service performed in their 
Cathedral Church of St. Reparata, (which had ~en 
many years in building, but was now finifhed) en· 
treated him to oblige them fo far, as to confecrate 
it himfelf: to which he willingly confenting, a gal
lery was built (to heighten the folcmnity, and lhew 
!feater honour to the Pope) from St. Maria Novella, 
where he refided, to Sr. Reparata, eight yards in 
breadth, and four -in height, under a very richly em· 
broidered Canopy, and hung on the fides with cloth 
()f gold, through which his Holinefs only and his 
Court was to pafs, with fuch of the Magiftrates and 
principal Citizens, as were deputed to attend him, 
all the rei\: of the people crowding iDto the fireet; 
the windows of their houfes, and every part of the 
Church, to entertain themfelves with fo magnificent 
a fpeaacle. When the ceremony was oyer, the Popc-, 
as a further inftance of his refpea for the City, con
ferred the honour of Knighthood upon Gitlliano fJ! 
Avanzati, then Gonfalonier of Juftice-, and a Citizen 
of very great and long eftablifhed reputation: and 
the Signiory, out of regard to a man whom his Ho
liners had been plea fed to difiinguilh, likewife made 
him governor of Pifa for one year. . 

About this time, certain difputes arofe b~twjxt tbe 
Roman and Greek Churches, concerning thdr modrs 
of Divine worfhip; in fome particulars of which, 
they did not altogether agree. And as much had 
been raid upon that lbbjetk by the Prelates of the 
Weftern Church in the Jaft Semon of the Council' 
held at Bafil, it was determined to ufe all mcaM to 
bring the Emperor and the Greek Bithops thither, 
to try if matters could be accommodated betwixt 
the two Churches. And though it feemed deroga
tory to the Majei\y of the Eaftem Emperor, and 
mortified the pride of his Prelates to fubmit to the
Roman Pontif: Jet as mey were diftrdftd by the 

.. - - - - :Turk. 

Digitized by Google 



Book V. o F P _L 0 Jl ENe E. 
Turk, and not abm to dcfrnd th~mfeJtes, t~y 
thought it the beft 'way to. comply; that fo they 
might with greaterc08fid~nce demand the affiftan~c 
of the weftern Chridians. The Empc;ror therefore, 
together with the Patriarch of Conftantineplt, and 
feveral ocher Grecian Prelates and Barons, in obe
dience to the order of the Council, came to VeniGc 
with a deugll to proceed to Bafil: but as they were 
frighted at the news of the plague being there, it 
was refolved that their differences fhould be difculfed 
and decided at Florence, where they accordingly af-

, femblcd: and aftcr many long debates, whicb lafic!d 
feveral days in tlfe Cathedral Church of that City, the 
Greeks fubmitted, and were reunited with the Churczh 

, and Pontif of Rome •• 
After a peace was concluded betwixt the Luc-chCffe 

and the Florentines, and betwixt Count Sforza arid 
~he Duke of MilaR, it was thought all difturbances 
would have fubfid~d in Italy, efpeciaUy in Lombardy 
and Tufcany: for as to the war which was dill ur. 
ried Qn betwixt Regnier of Anjou, and Alphonfo of 
Arragon, there was no likelyhood of its being cnded, 
but with the ruin of either one or the other of thofe 
two competitors. And ,though the Pope was not a 
little exalperated at tbe 10Cs of fo many towns as had 
been taken from him; and the ambition of the Duke 

• The Council of BaGI, was only a prolongation of fevenl othen_ 
wbich had been fwnmoned by Pope Martin V. fometimel at Pavia_ 
and fometimes at Siena: but as foon as Eugenius IV., was eleaed, ill 
14-11, tbe fathen tbere a!lembled, began with declaring, that tbe 
Pope had neitber a rigbt to ditTolve, nOl' even to transfer their af
fembly ; and that he himfelf wal fubje8 to their jurifdiaion. UIIoQ 
tbis declaration, Eugeniu. iITued out a Bull to diITolve tbe Council. 
Tbe conteR: lafted a long time, and botb the Ealt and Weft were ell
gaged in it. The Greek Empire was no longer able to fupport irfelf 
againft the Turks, without the affiftance of the Latin Princes; anel 
in order to obtain a weak and "ery precariotls fupply, the Eaftern 
Cburch muft fubmit to that of Rome. The Grzcian Clergy were not 
at all inclined to this fnbmiffion; nay, as tbeir dan,.r inc:rnfed, tbey 
J'Mhcr grew moreltubborn. But the Emperor John Paicoiogul re
jOl,ed to comply. that be might fecure {orne affiliance at lealt; anel 
addrelnng himfelf at tbe fame time, botb to the Pope' and to tbe 
Council. they vied witb cac:b otber, who Olould .ye the bonour 0( 
convening the Greeks. 
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and the Venetians· were fuffiefently known to every 
one; yet it was imagined his Holinefs would be 
forced to be quiet out of necdlity, and the others, 
out of downright wearinefs. But it happened quite 
oth~ife: for neither the Duke, nor the Venetians 
could reft in peace ~ but foon took up arms again, 

· and raifed frdh wars in Lombardy and Tufcany. The 
Duke's pride was piqued that the Venetians fhould 

· ftill keep polfeffion of Bergamo and Brefcia, and fo 
· much the more, as he faw them continue armed and 
making excurlions every day to harrafs and ravage 
his other dominions; and at a time too," when he 

· thought himfelf able, not only to curb their infolence', 
but recover the towns they had firipped him of; ef
pecially, when they were deferted by the Pope, the 
Florentines, and the Count. He thert·fore refolved, 
jf pomble, to take Romagna from the Pope, imagin
ing, it would not be in his power to molell: him, when 
he was once in poffeffion of that; and that the Flo
rentines feeing the' fire fo near them. would not dare 
to move. for fear of bein'g burnt themfelves : or, that 
if they fhould, they could not ealily do him any mif. 
chief. He likewife was no {hanger to tbe refentment 
which the Florentines harboured againft the Vene
tians, for their late behaviour to them in the affair 
of Lucca, and thought they would upon that ac
count be lefs inclined to take up arms in their favour. 
As for Count Sforza, he concluded that the treaty .he 
had fo lately made with him, and the hopes of mar. 
rying his daughter, would keep him frill atrached to 
his intercfts. And to avoid the imputation of per
fidy, and give others the Ids oecalion to arm againft 
him, he concrived matters fo, that Niceolo Piecinino 
fhould invade Romagna, (as if it was fo\ely to gra
tify his own ambition) !inee he could not openly em
bark in that enterprize himfclf, without being accufed 
of violating the engagement he had entered into with 
Sforza. 

At the time when that treaty was concluded, Pic. 
cinino was in Romagna,. and pretended (as it had 
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been concerted betwiot him and the Duke) .to be fo 
highly difgufted at the alliance he had entered into 
with his profelfed enemy the Count, that he retired 
with his forces to Camurata, a town betwixt Furli 
and Ravenna; where he fortified himfelf, as if he 
intended tQ ftay there till he cooJd be employed by 
fome other State. The report of his difguft being 
induftrioufly fpread abroad, he took an opportunity 
of reprefenting to ,the Pope, how ungratefully the 
Duke had requited him for his long and faithful fer
vices: that he knew it .was his defign to make him
(elf mafter. of aU Italy, and that he thought he fhould 
be able to accomplifh it, as he had got twO of th~ 
molt experieQced Commanders, and confequently all 
the belt forces of it in h,is fervice. But that, if his 
Holinefs pleafed, he would point out means [0 him, 
by which he could make one of thofe Commanders, 
upon whom the Duke fo much depended, become 
his utter enemy, and the other entirely uilferviceable : 
for if his Holinefs would furnifh hi~ with money ~o 
pay his troops, he would faU upon the territories 
which ,th~ Count had taken from the Church, and 
find him fuch employment there, that he would have 
no leifure to affilt the Duke in his ambitious defigns. 
Thefe propofals feeming feafible enough, the Pope 
eagerly liftened to them, and not only fent him five 
lhoufa~d ducats, but promiled to provide largely 
both for him aI\d his Children. And though his Ho-

. linefs was warned by feveral to beware of. Piccinino, 
yet he gave no credit to them, nor would bear to hear 
any thing {aid againlt him. . 

Oftafio da Polenta was Governor of Ravenna for 
the Church i and Piccinino now thiAking it high time 
to proceed to the execution of his defigns (as his fon 
Francifco had t·aken and plundered Spo]ero, to the 
great difhonour of the Pope) refolved to make an at
tempt upon Ravenna; either becaufe he thought he 
was morc: likely to fucceed in that enterprize than any 
other, or had a private correfpondence with the Go
vernor: whatever might be his motive, it furren-

y + . dered 
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_ dered upon terms, after a ficgethat lafted but a few 

days. After which, he feized upon Bologna, Imola, 
and Furli, and which was ftill more unexpetl:ed, out 
of twenty fortreffes that were garrifoned with the 
Pope's troops in thofe parts, there was not one thaI: 
did not fan into the hands of Piccinino; who, not 
content 'with bafely robbing him of thofepoffeffions, 
added infolence to his perfidy, and told bis Holinefs 
in a letter which he wrote to him, cc that he thought 
he had ferved him very right for attempting in fo 
fhamelefs a manner, to break the friendlhip that had 
fo long fubfifted betwixt the Duke and him; and 
for writing letters inco all parts of Italy to make peo
ple believe he had aba.ndoned that Prince, and was 
gone over t6 the Venetians. . 

After Piccinino 11I~d rhus made himfelf maner of 
-Romagna, he left the defence of it to his fon Fran
cifco, and marched himfelf with the greater part of 
:his forces into Lombardy, where he joined the reft 
of the Duke's army, and falling into the territories 
of Brefcia, foon reduced all that part of the Country, 
and then fat down before the city itfdf. But the 
Duke, who earneftly wHhed to fee the Venetians de. 
ferted by [heir Allies, and left alone to his mercy, 
took great pains to clear himfelf to the Pope, the 
Florentines, anct Count Sforza from the fufpicion of 
being in aily wife acceffary to Piccinino's proceedings 

. in Romagna; and faid that what he had done there 
was exceedingly difpleafing to him, as it was fo con-

. trary to his engagements: fecredy atruring them, 
that at a proper time and opportunity, he would not 
fail to make him fmart for -his difobedience. The 
Florentines and the Count, however, paid little re
gard to thefe proreftations; and thought (which in. 
deed was the cafe) that the late outrage had bern 
committed upon the Pope with a view to check and 
over-awe them, whilft he himfelf felJ upon the Ve
netlans; who thinking they were fufficiently able of 
themfelves to cope with him, were fo lofty that they 

, difdained to afk aBiftance from any other State, and 
7 truftccl 
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truftc:d folely to their .General Gattamelata to condu~ 
the ¥J,,~er. CG::ffnt Sf(3rea wall ddiroulL have ::ffmJe CO 
the rdief Regnier of in Kingd::ffm og 
Naples~ if he had not been prevented by the diftllf
bances which happened in Lombardy and Romagn& 5 

rbe FIGrentiner reere Grr::ff weHiedined haY::ff 
in enterpriae, out of the amity 

which had always tubfifted betwixt their Republic 
lLhe of on eon~ 

willi::ff::ffly ha::ffe ::ffrotedeg AhrhG::fffo of 
Arragon, as he had ~ eontratted a friendfhip with him 
whiHt he was his prifoner. But theh all bad rueh 

et as n::fflL fuffer 
concern themfelves 'in foreign affairs. 

The Florc:mines, therefore, feeing Romagna in the 
of Duke~ end Venew;ieras harf::ffrefi'eE 

bf fim, hegen to egpreheeg thilt depr::ffIton 
their neighbours might perhaps conduce to their 
O::ff#O r.uin~ ~ Upon which,. they. follidted Sf::ffrza 

lOwlefcany, that thef mIght r::ffncert riz¥eafuree 
to prevent the Duke from making any further pro
grefs; fince he was now become much more power ... 

Y::ffl ihan ':alL ::ff::fftbee~~~E~~~rr; e~~~~g'h;h~~me 
means or other, all the States in Italy would foon feel 

dfettlL ::fff it. The war ihJlfibk rhat 
had fefficier¥t reafoe appe::ff= 

henfions: but the earneft defire he had to conclude 
the match with the Duke's daughter, frill kept him 

f%.".%fpenee .... Anf D::ffgeF who reeS well z:&eiare 
it, continually flanered him from time to time that 
it fhould fpeedily be confummated, provided he did 

take arms. Z:&::ffainft· all the Jad::ff GFIS nolle 
a mafK"3rgeable age. ~Ry the w;"?" carrei::ff 

on fo far, that fometimes great preparations were 
made for the wedding; when all on a fudden, 

.,.,;~;;,= or was. found to h,ms.aCt: it~ 

Howevtr, to keep him quiet and prevent ill fuf. 
picion, he fent him the fum f)f twenty thoufand Flo-
ei::fflL, whitf was be dower the rnicJes 

mer .. 

~ 

Digit" .:>00 



j30 THE HIS TOR Y Book V. 
lIlarriage. In the mean time, the war began to wax 
hot in Lombardy, and the Venetians every day loft 
lOme town or other; the VefTels which they fitted 
out to cruife along their coafts~ were continually 
taken; the country about Brefcia and Verona, cn
tirely in the enemy's hands; and thofe two Cities fo 
clordy invefted-by the Duke's forces, that it was ge
pcraUy thougbt they could not hold out long. The 
Marquis of Mantua, who commanded their forces 
for many,: years, had unexpectedly left their fervice. 
and gone into the Duke's: fo that in the progrefs of 
tbe war, fear at laft compelled them to do thar, 
which their pride would not ftoop to in the beginning 
of it. For when they began to perceive there was no 
other hope left but from the fuccour of ~e' Floren
tines, and Count Sforza, chey condefcended to alk ir, 
though not without much diffidence and fufpicion 
that the Florentines would· return them fome .fuch 
anfwer, 'as they had given the Florentines in she af- ' 
fair of Lucca and the COUnt's arrears. But they 

_ found them much readier to comply with their de
mands than they expect('d, or indeed deferved, con
lider.ng their late behaviour to them: fo much more 
powerful was the enmity of the Florentines agaiDd 
an old inveterate enemy, thaD the refentment of a 
night they had received from an old Ally t for hav
ing long forefeen the extremities to which the Ve
netians muft of courfe be reduced, they had repn:
fented to the Count "that his ruin was infeparable 
from theirs; that he would find himfelf deceived if 
he thought the Duke would treat him with frill 
greater regard. if he fucceeded in his dc-figns, than 
he did at prefent: [hat he had prom if cd him his 
daughter, only becaufe he ftood in fear of him; aud 
fincl: necemty compelled people to make promifcs. 

" that alone could enforce the performance of them: 
- for which reafon, it behoved him to keep the Duke 
. k.>w: and that could not be cffe~ed without fup
porting the power of lhe V ~netians. That he ought 
10 confider there{Qre, that·if _ the Venetians 1bo\lld be 
- driven 
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driven out of their poffeffions upon the· Terra firma, 
be would not only be deprived of aU the convenieq. 
des which might accrue from their aJliance, but of 
thofe alfo that he might hope for from others, out of 
refpea to them. That if he would reHea upon the 
condition of the reft of the Italian States, he would 
find fome of them very poor, and others iIJ affc:tl:ed 
to him. That the Florentines alone, as they had 
often given him to underftand, were not able to 
maintain him: fo that he was obliged, by every m~ 
tive, to ufe his utmoft endeavours that the VenetiaDs 
fhould retain their territories upon the Continent. 

There arguments, joined to the refentment which 
the Count had now conceived againft the Duke for 
duping him, as he thought, in the match with his 
Daughter, at laft determined him to enter into a con
federacy with them (though he would not be obliged 
. to pafs the Po) and the articles were accordingly 
figned in February 1438: by which the Venetians 
were to bear two thirds, and the Florentines one third 
of the expences of the war; both of them engaging 
to defend the Count's poffeffions in la Marca, at their 
own charges. But the League thinking they had 
not yet fufficient ftrength, brought alfo the Lord of 
l-"aenza, the fons of Pandolpho Malatefta da Rimini, 
and Pietro-gian-paolo Urfini into the confederacy: 
and though they tempted the Marquis of Mantua 
with large offers, they could not detach him from 
the Duke. The Lord of Faenza alfo (though the 
confederacy had agreed to his demands) finding he 
could have better terms, foon defected them, and 
went into the Duke's {ervice; which made them de. 
{pair of putting fo fpeedy an end to the troubles ia 
Romagna as they had vainly promifed themfelves. 

• So they call their dominions that lie upon tbe Continent, which 
formerly were confiderabJc; but at /refent they are velY much re
duced, al well al tbeir commerce an naval power. They have par
ticular magiftrates to fuperintend the affairs of what pofieffions they 
have ftillieft upon the Terra firma, who are called i favii dlJ/iz ''"11' 
and there are yet feveral orders of Nobility, as Counts, Marquifes. 
Icc. in that part or their dominion I i but they are Dot tJ'tatecl wjda 
ally ,reat repel at Venice. . 

~hcir 
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. . Their affairs in Lombardy alfo ..... ~re in a bad litua. 

,ion; for Brefcia was blocked up in fueh a manner 
by the Duke's forces, that it was daily expetted to be 
ebliged to furrender for. waDt of provifions. They 
'wcre under the fame apprehenfions for Verona: and 
if either of thofe Cities 1hould be taken, they thought 
any further preparations for war, would be to no pur
pole, and all (he expences they had hitherto been at, 

'entirely thrown away. But there feemed to be no 
. ft'rnedy, exce'pt the Count would, march into Lom
bardy ~ and in this, there were three obftacles to be 
furmounted. The firO: was, to prevail upon him to 
pafs the Po, and carry the war. whitherfoever they 
commanded him. In the next pl~ce, they thought 
tbey fhould be left too much expofed when the Count 
was gone: as the Duke might eafily retire into fome 
of his O:rong places, and whilO: he kept the Count at 

, bay there with one part of his forces, he might fend 
. the other, in c-onjunc\:ioQ with the exiles, into Tuf. 

cany; of which the Govern~ent of Florence was in 
very great apprehenfioD. And laO:ly, to find a fecure 
route by which the Count might march with his forces 
inro the territories of Padua, where the Venetians had 
a1fembled theirs. Of thefe three difficulties, the fl'. 
rond, which chiefly concerned the Florentines, feemed 
to be the moO: important. However, as the necemty 
'Was prening, and they were tired with the imponu. 
nities of the Venetians. who earnefUy follicited them 
to put the Count and his forces in'motion, without 
whofe aid they could not pretend to do any thing, 
.hey poftponed their own danger to the necellity ot 
their Allies. The 1aft point, which was a fafe route 
for the Count, they left to the care of the Venetians. 
And fince it was judged convenient by the Signiory to 
fend Neri, the fon of Gini Capponi, to concert mea
furl'S with the Count and perf.:aade him to pafs the Po: 
they likewife determined that he.1hould go on to Ve
nice, to make the favour appear ftil1 greater to the 
SeDate, and to expedite necelfary provifions there for 
.the fecurity of~the Count's march. Ned accordingly 

em-
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embarked at Cefena, and went by Sea to Venice. 
where no Prince was, ever received with greater ho. 
nour by the Senate~ and as they thought the prefer
vation of their dominions entirely owing to his arrival 
and the refalmions that would be taken' upon it, he 
was immediately introduced into the Council, whell 
be addreffed himfelf to the Doge in the following , 
manner: "Our Signiory have always been. of opi~ 
nion, MoO: Serene Prince, that the ambition of the 
Duke of Milan; would fome time or other J:>e the ruia 
both of your Republic and our own, except it was 
prevented by their mutual defence and fupport of eack 
other: and if this Senate had likewife been of the 
fame opinion, our affairs would have been fn a better 
fituation~ and yourfelves fecure from the danger which. 
now hangs over your heads. But fince you have nei
ther been pleafed to put any confidence in us, nor to 
lend us the aid you ought to have done in our nc~f
fities, we could not run with fo much eagerncfs to 
your amftance, nor you fo well tell how to demand ir, 
as both fides might have done, if you had dealt 
with us either in your profperiry or adverfity, like 
the men we really are, or known that whom we once 
love we always love, and thofe that we hate we hate 
for ever. Our ancient affection fer this illuftrious Se
nate, yourfelvcs can wimefs, who have feen Lombardy. 
fo oftcn filled with our forces, and what loffes we have 
fuftained ,here to ferve you: and all the world knows 
the hatred we bear to Philip; which we likewifc {hall 
continue to his family ~ for with us, the r~membrance. 
of former f,iendfhip is not c:xtinguifhed by recent in
juries, nor that of ancient enmity, by modern fa
vours. Weare very certain that jf we had ftood 
neuter in this war, the 'Duke would have thought 
himfelf much obliged to us, and ,hat it could not 
have been of any great preju~ice to ourfelves: for if 
he fhm:1d drive you out of Lombardy, and become 
fole Lord of it himfelf. there would frill be fuch re
fourees left in Italy, that we fhauld have no occafion 
to defpair ~f our own prefervacion: flnce the more 

any 
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any Princeincreafes his power and dominions, the 
more envy and hatred he draws upon himfelf; which 
give birth to wars that generally end to his difadvan
tage. We ,likewife know very well, what heavy ex
pences and what dangers we might kave avoided, by 
not taking part ~.ith you in the war, and [hat byact. 
ing otherwife, -we may probab~y remove the feat of 
it out of Lombardy into our own Country. All thefe 
confiderations however, weighry as ,they are, cannot 
make us forget the affection we have fo long borne 
to your State; and we have refolved to (upporr it 
with the fame vigour that we !hould defend ourfeJves 
if we werl! invaded. Our Signiory therefore judging 
it highly neceffary, ill the firft place, to relieve Bref. 
cia and Verona, which ~annot well be effected with. 
out the affiftance of Count Sforza, rent me to per
fuade him to march into Lombardy, and carry the 
war into what part foever he !hall be directed, though 
.ye need not be informed, iIluftrious Senators, under 
,what obligations he is not to pafs the Po: and yet I 
have prevailed upon him to do it by the fame mo
tives that influence our own conduct. And' as he is 
invincible in arms, he is unwilling to be outdone in 
point of courtefy; nay, he has even endeavoured to 
exceed us, if poffible, in that franknefs and genero
fity which he faw were the rules of our behaviour to 
you. For though he wa~ fenfible to what dangers, 
not only his Dwn poffeffions, but aU Tufcany would 
be expofed in his abfence, yet when he raw that we 
had poftponed all private intereft and confiderations 
to your fafety, he freely did the fame. I come there
fore, illuftrious Senators, to make you an oHer of the 
Count's fervice at the head of feven thoufand horfe, 
and two thoufand foot, all ready to march whither
foever they !han be commanded. But it is the ex
pectation of our Signiory, and indeed of the Count 
.himfelf, that. as they have fent a greater number of 
forces to your affiaance than they were obliged [0 do 

. by treaty, you \\ ill not be wanting on your part, to 
.make him a liberal provifion j that 10, neither he 

may, 
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may have any caufe to repent of entering into your 
fervice, nor our Republic, of having perfuadcd him 
to it." 

This fpeech was IHlened to by the Senate with as 
much attention as if it had been dicrated by an Ora
cle, and made fuch an" impreffion, that without wait
ing for the Doge to make an anfwer.o it (as it had 
always been cuftomary) tr.e whole afft:mbly rofe from 
their feats. and with hands lifted" up and tears in their 
tyes, returned thanks to the Republic of Florence 
for their affectionate regard to them; and to Neri 
for having executed his CommiOion with fo much 
add refs and difpatch. They vowed that the fenre of 
ruch an obligation, fhould be for ever engraved, not 
only upon their own hearts, but upon the hearts of 
their pofterity; and that for the future, they would 
always look upon the interefts of the Florentines and 
their own to be the fame. 

When thefe emotions began to fubfide, they pro
ceeded to deliberate upon the route which the Count 
fhould take; and upon the number of pontoons and 
pioneers and other provifions that would be neceffary 
to facilitate and fecure his march. There were four 
different routes. One from Ravenna along the lhore: 
but that being for the moft part ftraitened by the 
Sea on one hand, and Moraffes on the other, was 
not approved of. The next, was the direa high 
road t bur obftruCled by a fortrefs belonging to the 
Duke, called Uccellino, which muft be reduced be
fore they could proceed any fllrther, and that would 
take up more time than they could poffibly fpare. as 
the neceffity was urgent, and the utmoft expedition 
required. The third was through the foreft of Lugol 
but as there was then a great flood upon the Po, it 
made the paffage that way altogether impoffible. 
There was, therefore, only one road lefr, which was 
through the plains of Bologna, and over the bridges 
at Puledrano, eenlo and Pieve, and fo betwixt Fi
"nale and Bondeno to Ferrara t from whence they 
might tranfport themfdves, partly by warer and 
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partly by land, into the terJitories of Padua, and 
Join the ,forces of the Venetians there. This way had 
like¥¥R1$; its and were to $;RR at-
tackRR$; by enemy placRRa6 Ho¥¥aaer, 
as it was thought thebett upon the whole, the Count 
had &aLders W E:RRke that rOUtRR: RRpon ¥¥hich. in
hndh begaa marRRY, anY wit$; fr&en 
expedition, that he arnved near Padua on the 20tb 
of June. . 6 . 

. T bRR arrival af thla rn re-
ViVRR$; ahe dWfaping ipirits VeRRRRtlanS in fuch 
a manner, that they, who but a little before feemed 
almfRRft to defbRRia of own preferVRRtinn, n¥¥w be~ 
gan z.hink ~ othRRxi BUh: firft ahing 
which the Count attempted was the relief of Ve
rona: to prevent which, Piccinmo moved with his 
.rmb SORRRRRR, a ffRRaV:ilids thRR tarri .. 
tories of Vicenn and tdat City. where he intrenched 
himfelf, and threw up a Foife that reached from 

i~~ap to thRR ft~~t1hRRRR ~f:~~f~$;~Yob{lnk~~ th~~~~h 
the plain, he refolved to march over the Mountains, 
and to pufu on that way to Verona; imaginin{l the 
othe:ili noul{l nnt at fufpeff his ettRROlptiaf{l any 
paifage that way, becaufe it was exceeding rough and 
difficult; or if he fhould, that he would not have 
time it. IRRving {l:nRRided army :$;ere-
forRR pmRRifions eigh&: $;ays hf pRRJfed 
the Mountains and arrived in the plains beyond Soave. 
A nf &:hough had tRRifRRd fOrlt - cut 
off paJfaha RRven way, yRRt theh ¥¥RRre not thong 
enough tQ fiop it. So that when he found the Count 
had aaually paffed the mountains, contrary to all 
eXfeftation,. . beynnP the Ahige, he 
might avoif being fLlLced an engagement with 
h~m upon .difadvantageous terms: and the Count 
ibU abvan(;mgff any nypo
fitin%1~ 

The 6rH: difficulty being thus furmounted, Brefcia 
was in the next place to be rclieved6 That City 

flRRnds 
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lllOds near the Lac eli Garda, aDd though it was 
i:aIocked up by lanci •. it misbt at aU times be fupplied 
.ith prOv.irlOD9 whill.l the Lake continued open. But 
tbc Duke being aware of ibiS; bad pofted troopa 
aloog the banks fi)f it, ia the mit camer of his fue
ciS. and ~tUCCl all tbofe to.as that migfat fend any 
affiftancc dailhcr. h~ w&eer. The Veoetians had alfo 
.fome GaBie! upon the Lake, but the, were not rL 
fufficient ftrengdl .to· drive of' .the Duke's forces. 
Upon which account, Sfbraa rcfolved to aCl: in con
cert with thofe Vdl:ls; in order to make himfelf 
mafter of fuch towns; as kept the City blocked up 
ia that ft:arving condition: and for that purpofe, fat 
eown before BaBdoIino,' a CaftJe fituatcd upon the 
Lake; hoping, when he had taken that, the reO: 
would' iJon fUrl"ender. FortUne however was not pro
~irious to him in this undertakiDg: for great num~rs 
of lIis men falling fitk, he waS obliged to raife the 
flege ucl retiM to Zeno. a forlrefs belonging to the 
Vaoncfc; wherc there was a better air and greater 
abundance of provifions ~r them. No fooner had . 
the CQUl1t retired, but PicciDinO~ tefolving not to 
Iofe fa fair an owottWiily of making hirnfelf maftcr 
of tbe Lake; left his Camp at Vegafio, a~d pro
ceeckd .itb fome of his choiccft troops to the banks 
of it,. whetc he made fo furious an attack upon the 
Venetian Veff~s which lay there, that he took tbe 
greater part of tbem~ and got poffeffion of moft of 
tbe neighbouring Caflles. At this misfortune tbe 
Veoctians were in great confternation; and fearing 
Brcfcia muft DOW likcwi(e of courfe f-all into his hands f 

they fcD.[ very prefflllg and rept'ated mdrages to dc~ 
fll'.e the Count would ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
preveDt it. Secing~ therefo~, 'aU hopes of fuceotlc
iog it by watec- 'were now at an end, and that it was 
impraCticable to do .it by land on that fide. eon(jder
ing the d~[eMs. rtdoubts, and other obftac1es that 
Picc:iniDo had thrown in' the way, which would fa 
embarrafs his forces, if be fhould eogage the enemy 
there, that they muil inevitably be defeated, he de-
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termined to try whether it was not poffible:~o, pafs 
the Mountains and relieve the town that way~ as he 
had done Verona. With this deGgn he quitted Zeno, 
and marching through the Vale of Acri to the Lake 
of St. Andrew. he proceeded to Torboli and Penda 
upon theLake di Garda'; from whence he advanced 
,to Tenna, which he laid liege to,. as it was neceffary 
to reduce that fortrefs before he could get to Brefcia. 
But Piccinino having intelligencc of his march, 
moved with his army to Pefcbiera, where he joined 
the Marquis of Mantua, and having picked out a 
body of his very beft: troops, he advanced to give 
the Count battle, and the Count not declining it, 
Piccinino's. forces were entirely routed, fome of them 
being taken prifoners, others flying to the main body of 
their army, and the reft to the Gallies upon the Lake'. 
Piccinino himfelf retired to Tenna the fame night, 
and confidering with himfelf that if 'he ftaid there 
till morning, he muft certainly fan into tbe 'hauds of 

. the enemy, he refolved to run the laft rifque to avoid 
fo imminent a danger. Of all his followers he had 
only one German fervant left with him, who was a 
very lufty ftrong fellow, and had always been ex
ceeding faithful to him. This man he perfuaded to 
put him into a Sack, and to place him on his ihoul
ders, as if he was carrying his mafter's baggage, and 
by that means convey him to fome place of fecurity. 
And as the enemy's army Jay round Tenna after the 
Victory they had gained, in a carclers and fecure 
manner, without pofting any guards, or obferving the 
leaft order, the German found no great difficulty in 
effecting it. For having put on a futler's coat, he took 
hi~ mafter upon his lhould~rs. as if he had got a 
rack full of baggage or p,unckr, and carried him 
through the whole camp fafe to his own army,. with
out any moleftation or interruption. 

If this Victory had been improved with thc fame 
good conduct that it was obtained, Brefcia might 
ha \"c been efte:Cl:llally rclieV(d, and tbe V tnetians have 
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reaped greater a(f\ranttges fram it. But for want of 
that, the rejoydngs· of ~he one were very lIiort, and 
the other'was left 'in the fame diR:refsful circumftancts. 
For as foon as Piccinino had 'gat fafe back again to 
his forces, he refolved to go' upon' fome new entet
prize; the'fuecers of which, might wipe off die dif
grace of his ,Iat~ defeat, and prevent the V ~netians 
from throwing" any fuecours lfito Brefcia. He was 
well acquainted himfeJf with thefituation of the Ci
tadel of Verona, and had been informed, by fome 
prifoners whom ,he had taken in ,the ~inning of the 
war, it was fo carelefsly guarded that he might eafily 
make. himfc:lf mafter of it. He therefore determined 
not to negleB: an opportunity, which fortune feetned 
purpofcly. to have thrown in his way, of rerri~ving 
his OWIf honour, and putting an end to the exultations 
of the enemy' upon their Victory, by a {hoke that 
might give them occafion to alter their note. Verona 
is in Lombardy, and fitllated at ,the foot of thofe 
Mountains that feparate Italy from Germany, in fuck 
a manner. that one part of it R:ands upon the {kirts 
of the Hills, and the other upon the Plain. . To the 
North of this, in the Valley of Trent, the river 
Adigc has its fource, and at its entrahee into Italy 
does not immediately take a R:rait courfe along the 
plains, but turning to the left and winding about the 
bottom of the Mountains, pafi'es through that City to 

which it divides, but not mto equal parts, for that 
next the plain is much larger than the other. Above 
the latter are the two Forts of St. Pietro and St. Fe· 
lice, which feem bettt'r fortified by nature than art, 
and ftanding upon the heights command the whole 
town. On the other fide of the Rivert in the part 
next the plain, there are alfo two CaRIes joined by 
the ,.,all of the town, and at the diftanc:e of about a 
thoufand paces from each other; one of them called 
the Old, and the other the Nt1/) CittJdtl. From the 
former, there runs a wall in a {trait line to the latter. 
that mar be refembled to the thing of a bow, which 
the wall of the town forms in its range betwixt the 
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tW9 fortr.dfe~ : llnq· tM. fpace betwi¥t oDe wall and 
(b~ ~her, CQI)1l1l9nly ~alled the Bourg of St. Zeno, 
is f\Jn Qf ha:ufJ!s .nq inhabitants. Thefc two for
lrcic;!I ~nd the; BpJJrg, it was Pitcinino's ddign to Cur
pri~,; and he thought it would be: no difficult mat
ler to effeCt it. confidering the oeglisence and fecq
riJY of the Garriron~ which in aU probability wou~ 
be LUll ins:re~fl:d by the late Viaory; and becaufe he 
knew by l~t~ experience that no enterprize was mOre 
lik.ely to fucc:e~ thaA one that was judged impraai
c:~ble by the enemy. Having, thercfo~ dmwn out 
" picked body of men for this' purpofe, he adv~ccd 
with the Marquis of Mantua in the dead of the night 
to the walls of Verona, and making a fudden Sea
kdo upon th~ new Citadel, he carried it almoft be
fore the enemy knew any thiDg of the matter. From 
,th~ce he d~fcended with his men into the town, and 
broke open St. Anthony's Gate, through which he let 
in aU his Cavalry. But the Centincls of the old Ci .. 
tad~l hearing the out·cri-=s of thofe that had been fur
prized in the new one, and the noife that was made 
a~ the breaking down of St. Anthony's Gate, at laft 
perceived the eneroy was upon them, and immedi
ately began to beat their drums and ring tbe alalm 
bells, to raife the people. . Upon which, thofe of the 
Citizens that were moil: courageous took up arlm, 
and ran in great confufion to the Piazza before the 
Palace of the Magiftrates. J n the mean time, Pic
cinino's forces had taken po1remon of the Bourg of 
St. Zeno, and were pufhing forward into the town, 

-when the Citizens finding they were the Duke's troops. 
and that there was no poffibility of defending them. 
{elves againft them, advifed the Magiftrates to mire 
into the Forts, to fave their own lives, and the City 
from being plundered; as it would be much better to 
do that, and wait for a change of fortun~, than. to 
be murdered themfelves, and provoke the eaemy to 
fhew no mercy to the City. 

The Magiftrates therefore, and all the reft of the
Venetians, tookfhclter in the fort of St. Fdice; an.d 
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{Ollie _ the principal Citizena going to wait UPOIl 
Piccinin~ and the Marquis of Maftftla, intreated 
daem to receive the City into their hsnds, rich and 
Bourifhillg as it then was, which would very muc. m. 
crafe tltcir Rpmanon J rather thaa fuffer it to be 
rUled aDd iaclml, t9 their great iAfarily and difgrace : 
efpeciaHy as they had not taken much pains to oblige 
their former Mafters, hor defented to incur the dif
pleafure of their new'ones by an obftinate refiftarn:e. 
Upon this fubmiftion, they were favourably recti~ed 
by Piccinino and the Marquis, who endeavoured to 
reftrain the liccotioufnefs of their foJdiers as much as 
they could, and prevent the City front bein'g plun
dered : .' bot as they were certain Count Sforza would 
uk liis utmoR: endeavours to recover it, they took all 
poffible means to get the reft of the rftrong places' 
into their bands; and fach as they. could not make 
dlemfelves mafters of, they feparared from the town, 
and flJlTOl1nded with fofi"es and other works, to pre- . 
gent the enemy from throwing] {occours into them,. 
ad thofe thaa were already thert!: from annoying the 
CO\tn~ 

Upon th'e firR: rumour of this lors, Count Sforza; 
whO melf lay with his army at Tenna, could not give 
credit to it: but when he was convinced of the truth 
ef it, from more cenain inteUigtnce, he determined 
to maRe fpeedy amends for his paO! negligence. And 
choogb it was the opinion of all his principal oBicerS', 
thlt he ought to poftpone the relief of Verona and 
Brefcia, and march direCl:ly to Vicenza, for fear of 
bting fUr'rounded by the enemy, where he was, yet 
he would' not liften to their advice, but refolved to 
ere all means for the recovery of Verona: and ad
drtftmg himfelf, in the canclulion of the debate 
(which had be¢n occaflOned by fuch a difference in 
their judgment) to the Venetian * Proveditores. and 
Bcrnardelto de' Medici, the Florentine Commiffary, 

.. A Pro.editore is the fame in the Venetian armies, u a ComnU~ 
Cary in W Florentine. 
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he alfured them, that he would c~'rtain1y Tetalte tbat 
town, if anyone of the fortreffes there ftill held out 
for him. For this· }>\lrpofe, having. put his army in 
good order, he marched with all cxpedicign towards 
Verona. At the fight of his vanguard,.. :Piccinino 
imagined he had been going to Vicenza, as his ofIi·· 
eers had advifed .him·: however, . when . he perceived 
that he frill advanced and bent his co.urfe towards ·tbe 
fort of Sr. Felice, he began to prepare for his defence. 
But it was too late i for he had 'not yet finifbed the 
barricadoes and entrenchments: and his foldiers be
ingdifperft:d, and bufy in plundering, could not be 
got together to oppofe the Count's for.ces before tbey 
entered the fort. So that having gained a paffage 
into the town, they foon retook it, to the great dif. 
honour of Piccinino; who, after moft of his men 
were cut to pieces; retired with the reO: into the cita
del, and from thence made his efcape, in .company 
with the Milrquis, to Mantua; where he colleCted the 
remains of his army, and joined the other part of it 
that lay befor.e Brefcia. In this manner Verona WIS 
taken and loll again in the fpace of four days, by the 
:puke's forces: Ilnd the Count feeing the winter now 
approaching, and the feafon very cold, after he had 
with much difficulty thrown fome fupplies of provi
ClOns into Brefcia, took up his quarters at Verona. 
where he gave orders for the building feveral Gallies 
;it Torboli, during the winter, that fo he might be 
ftrong epough to relieve Brefcia more effectually, both 
by land and water, when the fpring came on. 

Tpe winter having thus put an end to hoftilitks 
for a while, the Duke, who was aware that he had 
been defeated in his hopes of making himfclf Mailer 
of Brefcia and Verona, chiefly by tlie affiftance which 
the enemy had received from the Florentines, whom 
neither the ill ufagc they 'had met with from the Vene· 
fians cou.ld de~ilch from their alliance, nor the offers 
fte had tempted them with could gain over to himfelf, 
refolved to invade Tufcany, in order to make them 
,nQr~ fc:qQbl~ 9f th~ evil~ ther were drawing upon 

t~cm! 

Digitized by GoC?sl e 
~-



JtookY'.· 0 F . FLO R ENe E; 3"3 
themJClves. In this defign he was likewife abetted 
by tiudniigations of Piccinino, and the Florentine 
ExUes ; . tbe former of whom, much wanted to get 
poffeffion of the htes ~hat were. held by Bracdo, and . 
to drive Count Sforza out of·la Marca; and the lat
ter to return to their OWJl Country: both of them 
urging fuch motives to prevail upon the Duke, as. 
feemed 1Do.ft fpecious, .and bdl: Battered his own am- . 
bition. . Piccinino reprefentcd to him, "that he 
migfu: feJld him. with an army into Tufcany:. and frill 
keep Brefcia blocked up. as .. he was mafter of. the 
Lake, had fo many {hong and well, garrifoned towns 
round about it, and would have both Commanders 
and foldier.s enough to .face the Count, if he fhould. 
make any further attempts in thofe parts; which yet 
it could hardly be fuppofed he would .do before he 
had relicv~d Breftia, and that he tbought was impof
fible t fo chat he. might fafely venture. to carry the: 
war into Tufcany, without being obliged to difcon-, 
etnue it in Lomba.rdy. For 'the· Florentines, he faid, 
Pluft either recall-the Count when ·they favt their own 
Couotry invaded, or fuffer it to be .totally ruined: in 
either of whi~h cafes his advantage would be certain." 
Xbc Exiles affured him for ~heir parts, " that jf he 
WQ\)hi fend Piccinino with a.n army to Florence. the 
people there. who at laft were become defperate un-. 
der· the.oppreffion and infolcnce of their Governors, 
would initantly take u?,arms againft them and revolt. 
~h~t, notlting was more eafy than to march up to the 
7'iery gates of .tbe City; as Rinaldo degli Albiai had 
fufficient intereft with the Count of Cafentino to pro-
4=~a:e him a free paffage through his territories. tJ So 
that though the Duke was at firft inclinable enough 
to ~ngage in fuch an undertaking, he became tho
roughly determined upon it by thefe perfuafions. 

T,be Venetians, on the other hand, were very im'; 
.portunate with the Count to attempt the reltef of 
Brefcia with all his forces, though the winter was un
.commonly revere: but the Count faid, " it was not 
pomble at that time, and tbat he muft wait for a· 
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milder (cafOIt'; that however in: tie, ~n 1riYh.J bci 
would ba gttting his Fleet in read:ine& 110 JOc:Caur- it 
both by lind and water." At wMch- &nfwer.,: the Ve
netians were muoh diKatUiftcd; and afllCrwards pro
ceeded fu flowly in making, tho MceKary provifJOo8 
for their forces, that th~ bergan to dwindtEraway gery, 
faft. TheFlorcn_s aKo, when thty-bad i~11i8ence 
of 'their enemy·s dtfi~ns aRd' the tardine(s of Ibeir. 
ftiends, were lIOt a little alarmed ~ cfpeciiaH, as daey 
faw the 'Wat _ upon the point of beiflg. catrictd into their 
own dominions, .nd tbat their arms had met,Wit~,fo 
l;uJe fucccfs in Lombardy. Nor were they lefs per-' 
ptexed' wit" the fufpicion they emertained of •. 
Fope's forces; Dot that they thought his Hon..,-s, 
himfelf was ill-.ffeaed to tMm, but becaufe tbey taw, 
his tPOOps under the command and' dirtB:j(n) of the: 
Patriarch, who was their ciectared memy, snd thac 
t~ foldiers fhewed muah greater deference< to JRm. 
than to the Pope. - , 

Gim,anni Vitelfefchi da Cornet&, having Arft bee .. 
• Apoft-oJic Notary, then' Bifhop .of 'R;j,c:~nati, and 
next,. Patfiarch of AJeliandria, ,was at laft ere.ted 
CaNiina), with the tid~ of CII,Ji,,"1 'f F/wt1lC1. - Itte 
was a fllbtite e-nterprizing mant and had found me .. 
to·.inlinuate himfelf iAtQ the Pepe's confidenc:e tb:fadl 
;l. degree, that he made him Commandelf in tl'tit§f of 
Ifis force~ and entrutted him with the fole man~ 
mern;: of aU his affairs and 1Jolfdertaldngs in· Tufcattr, 
Romagna~' the Kipagd&m of Naples, and eVt!h at 
Rami: fu that he ,had gained. (U,"R aD -afceJJdarn bath 
~vet the .rmy and the Pope himfeJf, that the one WIli 
"fraid to celnmaOid him, and the othe-r to obey ·in, 
oot! elfe. This Cardinal happened to be .at Rem. 
with his forces, when the report was fpread that Pic:
~inino was meditating an inva:fian upon Tufta-ny. A 
Cfrcumftance that redoubled the- apprebenCi'ofts fif the 
flofcnt~n~, a\s ~~ h~d ever been their erierif1 r~ 

-
• An offic:er whofe b~efa it ia to e.pedite-beDefld.., lftMltIW It 

4h~ ~urt of Ro~e. . .. ., - . 
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the degli Albizi 
had not only a:bufed hi,!, in not obfertting the agree
ment whic~ had ~e.n_ promoted betwix~~them at Flo.. 
note bls AuuaatlOll:r duuu,'Ved AYuRaldo, urho 
liad dowft arM;;r his litdli;;rfion, uM 
ed his enemies wIth the me.ans of fending him int$ 
ecile that govq;mur~Rt to afraili 

and friend;;r wO\1ld uurtain1li r,.:r:r~:r:±:r":±i'11: 
and indemnified for all their fufferings if they fhould 
jmn Pieeinino in his expedition inEO Tufcany. And 
to the.. 3S dlut Cowurunder fudliuRfuly 
departed but 011 Lombarby, anll left one undertaliing 
that feemed altnofl: fure to be attended with fuecefs, 

:re~u,uus: a;~~~~:~hey t~~~;ht urhich n:te uury , 
done, if he had not had fame feetet defign er invita
tion.· Thek f1.(uicions they communicated to thet 
Lope:r at }Zyd beg;;ru to bu fjnfiblu . the uumr 
he had· been guilty of tntrufting tOO much authority 
In the hands of another penon. Bue whilft they were 
under 3I1r;;ruhenfiuu;;rTIR an TIRuddent IITIRppened 
put au to tfurm. 
T~ government had Spies in all parts tbat kept a 

fttiad;sy}zYb fuch darried Letten" orduu to 
detea fuRU'}z confpdacy migllu be ft>yurud 
tnem :' aM it c.'!fianced tMt one of thefe intercepted a 
Packet at Monte Pulcian~, (ent from the Patriarch tQ 
Piccimuty withdY'4t the the rt.7dt, , 
waS immediately carried tu-his the 
ftrate, 'who' had the charge of conducting the war. 
And diuUgh lettuy;;r 'tP;ere ;£TIn unufTIRel 
dtfradttY:r and feme them ob£:TIR;u that 
were difficult to be interpreted with any cert1linty ; 
pet thofe very circumftances, and the holding a cor· 
uefpoTIRd;;rmce his TIRfuRumy, thu dTIRpe 
ous that he' determined to fecure him, and ga'Ve a 
ftria charge for that purpofe to Antonio Rido (a Pa-
ruan h;;rTIRly Govui£mr of Caftlu uf St~ "rn-
TIRelo Lome'} reudilu und€;rmok tm uuecutTIR 
prders as {oon as he had a convenient opportunity, 

- ~ which 
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which prefently occurred. 'For the Patriarch intending 
to have gone into Tufcany the next day, fent word to 
the Governor of the Callie, that he dcJired he would 
meet him in the morning at a certain hour upon the 
Bridge, for he had fomcthing to ray to him Qeforc 
he left the City: and as Antonio thought this was too 
favourable an opportunity to be negleCted, (after he 
had made a proper difpofition for th~ execution of his 
defign) he went at the hour appointed to the bridge. 
which being near the callie, was fo contrived, that 
it A1ight eafily be drawn up or let down, as octaGon 
required. for its greater fecurity. He had not waited 
long there. before the Patriarch came; and having 

. led him by degrees in the courfe of their converfation 
to the .other end of the bridge, he, made !l .(lgnal to 
have it drawn up: which being In(lantly done, he, 
who but the moment before had been Gene.;al of the 
Pope's forces, now became Antonio Rido's prifoner in 
the ea(lle of St., Angelo. His attendants, _ indeed. 
at firft began to raile an out-cry; but when they were 
iQformed, that what had been done was by the Pope's 
orders, they were foon quieted; and the gqv:crnor. 
to comfort hili prifoner in· the beft manner -he could. 
lo\d him, " he hoped he would come to no. further 
harm." To whi~h the }latAareh made ~nfwcr.t "tha, 

, pereons of his rank were fqldom arrefted, only. to be 
di1~b~rged agajn; and tha~ thofe who .de(c;rved to be 
jmprifoned, did, not deferv~ to be relca(ed." Not 
long after his copfinem~nt, ,he died in the. callie; and 
the PO.pe appointed Ludovic;o, the P.triarcp..~f Aqui
Jeia~. Comrnande~ in chief of his fOfC~. ,For tbo' 
)li~Holinefs had been always unwilling bef<?re to emT 
broil himfelf in the wars betwixt the Duke of Milall 
:and the Confederates, he now promifed to ·affift the 

• This Lewis (Cay' Volaterran. lib. xxii.) who wa, a native of Pa
dua, having been Fromoted firll: to the fenatorial dignity, for fervices 
done in the field, and afterwards to the Purple, grew fo proud, that. 
forgetful of his birth, he was the filll: Cardin/ll who preCumed to keep 
Ilorf':l and houilds, and to introduce a greater degree of magnificence, 
ill feaftir." furniture, and equipage, tban became that Order. 
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latter, if Tufcany fhould be invaded, with four thou
iand herfe and two tboufand fOOL , 

The Florentines, though now delivered from the 
fear of the Patriarch, were yet very fufpicious of Pic ... 
cinino's defigns, and fo uneafy at ~he confufion in 
which they faw their affairs in Lombardy (occafioned. 
by the difference of opinion betwixt Count Sforza 
and the Venetians) that they fent N eri, the Son of 
Gini Capponi, and Giuliano d'Avanzati to Venice, in 
order to reconcile them, if poffible, and to fettle the 
operations of the' next campaign, inftructing N eri in 
particular, to fouDd the refolution of the Venetians: 
after which, he,was to gp to the Count, and perfuadc 
mm to comply with fuch mea(ures as 1hould appear 
moft nece1fal')" .for the fecurity of the League. The1C. 
Deputies had not gat fo far on the ,road as Ferrara, 
when they heard' that Piceinino had paired the Po 
with fix thoufand horfe, which made them haften 
their journey, and when they .auiY.t'd, at Venice, they, 
found the Senate, there: fully derermiru:.d to have th" 
Rlicf of Brefcia -~ttempted without further delay; 
Dnce that (:ity, they faid, eQuid not otherwife bold 
out, for waRtlof provifions, till the. return oftbo 
(pring, nor tilh'he gallies were built. but, feei.g no 
hope of fucewr, muft-of ncceffity be obliged.t() fu., 
render to the cpemy; which, would entir.ely .n(WCf 
the D,uke.'s.purpofes, GO occafion tbe.lofs of ~U their 
dominionS!. upon "the Terra Firma. ,'Upon' which. 
Neri proceeded ,to V ('IlOna, to..hear what the C1;)unc 
had to fayt ~ aDfw~r to this; wbOfin.de.i~ ,fufflcien~1f 
appear. 10 hlm,_ that ady tDdeaJ(OW; ip·.reheve Bi'~fcla. 
muO: not only be ineffectual at ,that junCl:ure, bat of 
gmt prejudice to their futQre undercakiDgs : for· con-
1idering lhe time of the year, and th.e,fituation of that 
town, no fucccfs could ,be expeCted, ,flod h.e 1hould 
only harrafa and fatigue his troop9 in fueh a manner, 
that when a proper fcafon for afiioncame, he muO: 
be forced to return with his army to Verona, to fup
ply himfelf with fuch provifion9 as the winter, had 
~onfun:acd to no purpofe, ~d ~ther ncce1farics for fcthe 
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fervice of the errfumg fitmmer: fo tftat all- dad time thac 
ought to be employed in aB:. would be thtown 
'&Way in fruitlefs marchb and countermaroaes betWiXt . 
the tWO fOWns. 
. To obviate thefe objeaions, Orfano' JiiAiniani anell 

Giovanni Pifani, were fent to wait uJ:l"Ii the COuu 
at Verona; and after long . debate, it ;tlis at lai: 
;lgreed amongft thtmt that the Venetians fhoutd in ... 
mafe the CM.mrs ftipetttl for the rlat yUr fa dghty 
rboofand· Ducats, befidcs. ltD aHoWance of forty Du., 
CfM~ fm every private foldier :. and that lie Oroutci" not> 
Gl\ly take the field as foon as poffible, wirh MS wholO 
.my, but endeavour to penetrare into tile Duke"s 
d~l'lJiD1009, that.fo he might be obli~d to recall Pic': 
ciIIin6 into LombaPdy to, defend himtelf; after which 
agrttment. the deputies aU returned to'Venice. BGt 
fhe Venetian! Bnding fome di&lIhy in railing to large 
It fo4!Jlidr, proceeded very fiawly iri making me neJ 
eeffa11 provillOda: whil! Piccinioo,. on ,the Ol'her 
hal\d, diligtndy purfaed his march, and had almad, 
gOt into Ronwgna; wltere he tampered fO e~anally 
.ith the fons of Panc!leJlpho M-alaoetta*. that tlRy 
tlefel'tea tbe Venetiant, and went ottr to the Duke. 
This ;Vag very unwelcome' news atYeriice,. ad BllKh 

Iftt)re fo at Fiore~~,. as they had cbidyde'pellded 
tfpf>n the Malatefht to obfttuCt the.· p-ogrefe of Pic .. 
tiniRQ,t but \\lbeR. it came tG' be known mat they had 
revolred, ic-otcafionrd' great crinfternaicm in'the City, 
tcl'fleciaUy as di wa lfkewife apprefam~, that ilie!fOL. 
~iari .. Paolc> Urfini" .their cb'mmamJer itt chief •• b.O 
\\laS: thtrt in the·ttft'icories of the Mllatdli. molt c:er. 
tttiri)y be! bcn:rayed; and lkf1:attd; IDY wHich ml, wtMJld 
be tn' a-Itl«!l'ft~t difarmoo, aItl~ deprived· of aU man. 
of nfA1dng' any tkfeA<tO. . 

TIre ~ouilC hirilfdf lik~wife wat Jlot a little alarmed. 
at this eY'ctlt. He Wa! ·afraid· of IoAdg- hi,: pofteBibnl 
in l'a Marca, if PiC2Giaiticr ;idnm;e~' ~nto Tureay: 
and bti~g rc:fotved wanerd more 'pamcrulaatly to tbat 

• Thty were Lords of Rimini. a tOwn upo.me Glilph ot Venice, 
,.blch ltoW belongs to the Pof!~ . 

. point, 
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point, he took poOl-and went co Venice, where he im
mediately demanded all audicmce of the_ Senate; which 
being granted, be rep~fented to them how necelfary 
it was for the fcrvicc of the League, that he ihould 
IIl&llCh with his forces into Tufca!}y. -u That the 
m~ia fUength of their arms ought to be dircaed 
agaiD8: the enemy's Commander in chief and the 
place where he had collecled his principal force; and 
DOt to be diffipaced -in fruidefs fkirmHhes withl{iarri
iOns and attack. upon particular towns. That if the 
Duke'. army could once be broken, there muft be 
an ond Qf the war; but if mat· was fuffered to remain 
entire, the war would ftill be carried on with greater 
vigour, even after his fortreffts wer~ reduced, as it 
almoft: alway. happened in luch cafes. Thu if Pic
cinino was not refolutely oppofed, both la Marca and 
Tufcany muft inevitably be left, after which, their 
aff;Mrs· in Lombardy would Ncome defpera:e. But 
it tlterc 1hould be any hopes left of retrieving them, 
he thought it could not reafonably be expected that 
be fhould abandon the care of his own fubjetts and 
mends; fur as he was a Prince when he came ljnto 
Lombardy, he did not defign to ftay there till he had 
AOthilJg left but the tide of a private Commander,'· 
To which the Doge made anfwer, " that if he left 
Lombardy, nay, if he fhould only repafs the Po with 
his alomy, all their dominions upon the Terra firma. 
would moft certainly be Joft, and therefore, they 
AIouJd not throwaway any more money to defend t~. 
as it would be fimple to ufe any endeavours to fave 
what could not poffibly be maintained, and lefs pre. 
judicial and diOtonourable too to lofe thofe territories
onJy, than to Iofe both them and their money toge- ' 
tiler. And if that fhould be the cafe; it would then
plainly appear, though perhaps too late, of what im
~ancc the prefervation of the Venetian dominions 
In thofe parts, would have been for the proteaion of 
Tufcany and Romagna. Upon which ac~ounr, they 
~&Uld not by any means approve of the meafures_ he 
-recommended, 6ncc chey very well knew whofoever 

was 
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was mafter in Lombardy would be mafter every where 
elfe: and in that there could not be much difficulty i 
for now Piccinino had withdrawn his forces out of it, 
the Duke's dominions were lerft fo expofed that they 
might be' wholly over-run before that Commander 
could poffibly return, or any oahel: remedy be pro
vided. That if anyone would maturely confider the 
matter, he would find that the Duke had fent Picci
nino into Tufcany. with no other view but to divert 
the Count from his prefent undertaking, and to re
move the war out of his own Country into another. 
So that if the Count fbould follow him, before there 
was any abfolute necemty for it, he would fal) into 
the fnare, and fuffer him to gain his ends: but if they 
ftill kept their forces in Lombardy, and made che 
beft provifion they could in Tufcany, he muft foon 
be' aware of his error, and .find that he had entirely-
100: every thing in one, and gained nothing in the 
other." After the matter had boen thoroughly dif
cuffed, and every one had given his opinion, it was 
concluded to wait a little while to fee what efFeCb the 
new alliance betwixt Piccinino and the Malatefti would 
produce; what Pietro-gian-Paolo Urlini, the Floreu
,tine General, would be able to do; and whether the 
Pope really, defigned to perform the promifes he had 
made to the League. A few days after this rc:folu~ 
tion, they had intelligence that the Malatefti had en
tered into that alliance by downright compulfion, and 
not out of any difaffeetion or ill will to the Floren· 
tines; that Urfini was gone with his .forces towards 
Tllfcany; and that the Pope was better inclined to 
aIDO: the confederates than ever he had been before. 
Upon which, the Count was fa well fatisficd, that he 
confented [0 ftay in Lombardy, and that Neri Cap
poni fbould return to Florence with a thoufand of hi. 
horfe and five hundred others. That if :dfairs 1houltl 
take fuch a turn as to make his prefence neceffary ia 
Tufcany, they fhould let him know, and he would 
immediately repair thither. Neri therefore p'roccede4 
with thofe fQrces towards Florence, and arrived there 

III 
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in April, on 'the f~me day that Urlini lik.ewife return-
ed to that City. ' 

In the mean time, ':Piccinino having made all ne
cc(rary difpofitions in Romagna" defigned to have 
proceeded in his march to Tufcany over the Moun-
tains of St. Benedetto and through the Vale of Mon
tone, but he found thofe defiles fo wdl guarded by 
Niccolo da rifa,that any attempt to force a pafi'age 
that way muft be to no purpofe. And fince this in-

- valion was fo fudden, and the Florentines were but 
ill provided with Officers and Soldiers, they had fent 
only a few companies of new' raifed foot to defend 
the other pafi'es in thofe Mountains, under the com
mand of fome of their own Citizens: amongft whom 
was Mcffer Bartolomeo Orlandini, who had the charge 
of defending a Fort at Marradi, which {reured the 
pafTage that way. The pars at St. Benedetto there
fore, being fo bravc:ly maintained that_ Picdnino had 
no hopes of fueceeding there, he determined to try 
what might be done at Marradi, where he knew the 

,Commander was not a man of any great courage. 
Marradi is a fort Gtuated at the foot of thofe Moun
tains that feparate Tufcany from Romagna, but on 
that fide of them which lies next to the latter, and 

.at the entrance of the Vale of Lamona. And tho' 
it has no walls, it is otherwife pretty well fortified 
by a river that lIuns clofe to it, as well as by the 
Mountains and the valour of the inhabitants, whQ 
are very courageous and faithful: for the banks of' 
the river are fa high above the water, that it is im
pomble to get that way into the Vale, provided a 
little Bridge that {lands over the river be well de-

, fended: and on the other fide the rocks are fo fteep 
and craggy that it is illacceffible. But the cowardice 
of Orlandini ftruck a panic into his men and made 
the fituation of no fignificance: for he no fooner 
heard of the enemy's, approacb but he quitted the 
place and ran away as faft. as he could with all his 
men, and never Ropped till he came to the Bourg of 
St. Lorenzo. Piccinino at his arrival was not a little 

.... . ~ fur-
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• furprized to find a pafs of fuch impotun~ fo meanly 
abandoned, and overjoyed that he had got poft"dliOll 
of it. For he immediately marched down into the 
V ale of Mugello, where he feized. upon feveral C~ 
ties, and at laO: took up his quarter.s at Puli~iaDo, 
from whence he made incurllons·into the neigbbou.c
u.g territories, as far as the Mountains of }c'iefole, 
and grew fo bold at laflt that he pafiCd the Arno; 
plundering and ravaging all the Country till be came! 
within three miles of Florence. -

The Florentines however were Dot at all difmared _ 
at thefe proceedings, but in the firft place begaa tG 
ft~ngtben the hands -of the Government, which yet 
ftood upon a pretty good bottom, confidcring the 
popularity that Cofuno de' Medici had gained by bis 
benevolence, and that the fupreme M~iftracy was 
veiled in a very few of the principal Citizens, whc;ll 

. kept a ftria: hand upon fueh as they thought dif
affeaed or defirous of a change. They knew that 
Neri Capponi was bringing back with him a good 
body of borfe, and depended upon the Pope's amft~ 
ance; the hopes of which -kept up their Spirits till 
the return of Neri: who at his arrival, finding the 
City under fome apprehenfion, refolved to take the 
field, in order to check Piccinino~s ca~r and prevent 
him from making {ueh terrible devabtian in the. 
Country. For this purpofe, having raifed what num-

-ber of foot he could in the City to join hit horfc, he 
marched out and r.etook Remole, which the Duk~s 
forces had got potreffion of: after· which, he- en
camped near that place, and fent tbe Citizens word. 
that he had already put an c;nd to the enemy". de
predations, and hoped in a {hort time to drive hill! 
entirely out of their territories. But Piccinino find
ing that every thing was quiet at Florence. and n0-
body offered to raife any commotion there, (as he cz
peeled) though there were now no forces left in tbe 
city to over-awe them, determined not to throwaway 
his time to no purpofc, but to go upon Cotoe other 
undertaking that might provoke the FloFCDtiae troops , .. 
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to follow him, and give him an opportunity of com" 
jog to an engagement with them, in which he made 
no doubt of routing them, and then he thought he 
fhould be able to carry every thing before him. 
. Francifco Count of Poppi (though he entered into 
the League with the Florentines) had revolted from 
them when the enemy penetrated into the vale of 
Mugello, and was at that time with Piccinino's army. 
And as the Florentines had alwa)'s fome fufpicion of 
his fincerity from tbe firft, they endeavoured to at
tach him more firmly to their intereft by augment~ 
ing his ftipend, and making him intendant over all 
their towns that lay near him. Yet (fuch is the pre
valence of party fpirit in fome men) neither the 
fenfe of paft favours nor the apprehenlion of future 
danger, could make him forget his connexions with 
Rinaldo degli Albizi, and thofe that had formerly 
been his airodates in the government of Florence •. 
So that as foon as he heard of Piccinino's approach. 
he not only went and joined him immediately, but 
advifed him to leave the neighbourhood of Flo:-ence. 
and march towards Cafentino; acquainting him with 
the faftneffes of. that Country. and reprefenting to 
him, with how much cafe and fecurity to himfdf, he 
might from thence more effeCl:ually harrafs anddif
trets the enemy. Piccinino followed this advice, and 
advancing into the territory of Cafentino, firft took 
Romena and Bibiena, and then laid liege to the Caftle 
of St. Niccolo. This Caftle ftands upon the {kirts 
of the Mountains that divide the State of Cafentino 
from the Vale of Arno; and as it was fituated upon 
an eminence and well garrifoned, it was not eafily 

. reduced, though he battered it day and night with 
fuch engines and· artillery as he had. This Siege 

• The original fays, ll1I(Dra cA, Nitt'" cMti/rrllllllltltl trJtI britt,lI, 
p.il, arliglu,.i, I. colllbalillfo. Machiavcl fays, In thc Janer eoil of 
tbe firft: book of tbis hiftory. that great gun. were firlt ufcd in the 
wan that bappc:ned betwixt tbe Venetian. and the Genoefe, about 
the iOand of Tenedo •• io tbe year 1]76. or thereabout. But w. 
don·t lind the led nOlic:.; lakeD of them in any of the field corle-

Aa had 
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had tafted twenty days; during which time, the Flo. 
rentines aff'embled more forces, having got together 
about three thoufand horfe at Fegghine, and taken 

. feveral other Officers into their pay under the com
mand of Urfini their General, Ned Capponi, and t 
Bernardo de' Medici their Commitraries. At that 
place they received intelligence of the diftrefs to 
which the Caftle was reduced, by four different Mer· 
feogers who were fent from thence to defire imme
diate relief. But the Commilfaries having recon
noitred the Country, found it impoffible to fend the 
Befieged relief any other way than over the Moun
tains that extend themfdvcs from the Vale of Arno; 
the heights of which,· perhaps, might be occupied 
by the enemy before the fuccours could get tbither, 
as they were fo much fl1rther from them, and could 
not conceal their march : fo that there was no hope 
of fucceeding in ruch an attempt, and their arm, 
muft otherwife be entirely ruined by it. They fene 
the Melfengers back again therefore to the befieged 
with high commendations of their fidelity, and in
ftrutl:ions to capitulate when tbey found they could 
defend themfelves no longer. 
. After a liege of two and thirty days, Piccinil10 at 

laft took the Came; but he loft fo much time in 
making fueh a trifling acquifition that it was in a 
great meafure the ruin of his main defign: for if he 

Rlent. or lieges that have llitherto beeD mentioned iA this biftory, and 
it is much to be queftionecl, whether they were u(ed iu tbe fiete of 
this callIe. For BrouGie, which is a very old word, doe. not _ 6g~iry 
UUl"''', but olber warlike enginu, or lo,.."nlll /n/li(lIi tbe ~,,", 
the (alapult., the baJijla, and other machines of that kind, to batter 
:and throw great !tonls and darts. Nor is the word .,.,iliny confined . 
to great guns alone, but is often ufed to lignify other machines and 
weapons or war. Thus,. Stull. xx. 40. ,(lIIalllllll gll'lJl IIis.llrl~ I. 
'"l !.t!, lint! fait! "",. IU., g. (""] ,hmt ;.,. ,II, ti!1 i where 11"...,1 are 
plainly meant. The fame (cal4ju) occurs again, • S_. i .• 7. but is 
dilFerently tranOated. HO'W arr III~ ",iglzl.1falk., IIJId'M 'llJtll/OtU" 
-,. I"ij/Hd I or IoJ. That i., the arm. and armour, wh icb haa been 
takeD from Saul and his fona, and placed a. trophies in the temple or 
Aj/dtmJl}" after they were Olin by the Philiftines. Tbe Septuaguat ia 
both "laces fay., __ ... 11.,......, militllry nf'P1II"1I11t1. 

t Tbe author fometimes CaUl him Bernardo, aDd fomerimcs Ber. 
nardettp dc' Medici. 
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had continued nearer Florence with his army, the 
Governors of the City would have found much 
greater difficulty in railing money and forces and 
making other necetTary provilions, whilft the enemy 
was in a manner at their gates, than they did after 
he had retired: and many of the djfaffected party 
would have inc1ined to fome accommodation with 
Piccinino, to prevent the expences of a war, which 
they faw was not likely to be foon ended. But the 
impatience of Count Poppi to be revenged of the go
vernors of thofe fortreffes, with whom he had long 
been at enmity, induced him to advife. thofe mea
(ures; and Piccinino took them to gratify him; 
which proved the deft ruction of them both in the end. 
And indeed it generally happens that private interefts 
and pamons arc: highly prejudicial to public under~ 
takings. . 

Piccinino purfuing his fuccefs, took Ramna and 
Chiuli j in the neighbourhood of which, Count 
Poppi perfuaded him to fix ·his quarters, as he might 
~xtend his forces from thence to Caprefe, and from 
Caprefe to Pieve; by which he would become mafter 
of all the patres in the mountains, and might then 
make incurfions at his pleafure into the territories of 
Cafentino, the vales of Arno, Chiana, and Tevere, 
and be ready to attack the enemy, if they 1hould 
offer to move. But Piccinino confidering the rough
nefs and barrennefs of thofe P3rts, told him, his hOrftl 
could 7101 eal jloms; and proceeding to the Bourg of 
St. 'Sepulchro, where he was received as a friend, he 
then began to treat at a diftance with the people of 
Caftello, to fee if he could corrupt them; but they 
were too firmly attached to the Florentines to be 
moved by his offers. However, as he was defirous 
to engage the Perllgians in his intcrefts, he went to 
Perugia with forty horfe, where he was honour.lbly 
received on account of his being thiir fellow. citizen. 
But they foon began to look upon him w)th a fuf· 
picious eye, when they faw him tampering with the 
Legate' tbere, and fome other Citizens, to whom he 

A a z made 
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made feverai propofais; all which being rejeaed~ he 
returned to his army with a prefent of eight thoufand 
ducats, which they had made him. After this, he 
formed a ddign of tak.ing Cortona from tbe Floren
tines, by a confpiracy, in which he had engaged fome 
of the inhabitants: but this alfo mffcarried, as it was 
difcovered in good time. For the evening before it 
'tVas to have been put in execution, Bartolomeo di, 
Senfo, one of the principal Citizens, going to moune 
guard by the Governor's order, at one of the gates 
of the town, was warned by a friend not to go thi
ther, except he had a mind to be nain: and upon 
afking what his friend meant by that advice, he was 
informed of the whole affair, and immediately ~om
rnunicated it to the Governor. But the Governor 
having f\!cured the chief confpirators, and doubled 
the guards at that gate, waited there for the arrival 
of Piccinino: who, according to agreement, came at 
a certain hour in the night: but finding his defigD 
was blown, he returned to his former quarters. 
. VVhilft things were thus circumftanced in TufcanYt 
where th!= Duke's arms made but a feeble progrefS, 
his affairs in Lombardy were in a Rill worfe lituation. 
For Count Sforza had begun the Campaign there as 
foon as ever the feafon permitted him: and the Ve
netians ha~jng gOt a new fleet in readinefs; he de
termined in [he firft place to make himfelf mafter of 
the Lake di Garda, and to drive the Duke's forces 
entirely away from it i imagining when he had done 
that, he lhouJd eafily fucceed in his other defigos. 
For this purpofe, he attacked them with his gallies, 
and not only defeated them, but took the caftlcs they • 
had got poffeffion of: and the reft of the Duke's 
army, which invefted Brefcia by land, hearing of this 
'overthrow, immediately raifed the fiege, and left that 
City at large, after it had been blocked up three 
'years. U ponthis fuccefs, the Count marched after 
the enemy, who had retreated to Sondno, a caftle 
llpon the river Oglio,' from whence he diaodged 
them, and obliged them to retire to Cremona, where .----' _. - - - -- me,: 
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t11ey made a ftand. and refolved to defend that part of 
tbe Country. Bot as the Count now diftrefrcd t~ 
Duke more and more every day., he began to be afraid 
oflofing fome part of his dominions at leaft, if not all : 
and being fcnfible of the error he had committed in 
fending Piccinino into Tufcany, he refolved to re
medy it if he could, as foon as pomble; for which 
purpoft', he wrote to acquaint him in what condition, 
his affairs were; ordering him to quit Tufcany im
mediately, whatever progrefs he might have Jher~ .. 
and return into Lombardy. 

The Florentines in the mean t,ime having collected 
aU their forces under their Commifraries, were j~ined 
by thofe of the Pope at Anghiari, a Came at the 
foot of the mountains which part the Vale of Te
vere from that of Chiana, about four miles from the 
Bourg of St. Sepulchro. The Country round aboue 
was plain and even, and the fieJds large aDd fit for 
horfe to act in, if they fhould come to an engage
ment. But as the Commifraries had heard of the ad. 
vantages which Count Sforza had gained, aDd that 
Piccinmo was recalled, they were in hopes of putting 
an end to (he war without driwing the fword or any 
further trouble; and therefore fent them orders to 
avoid an engagement by all means, fince that Com
mander could not fray many days longer in Tufcany~ 
Piccinino having intelligence of thelt: orders, and· 
finding himfc1f obliged to leave the Country, refolved 
to mJke his utmoft efforts at the lalt. and to give 
them battle; hoping to take them unprepared, as i,c 
was not their intention to fight him. To this, he 
was likewife eaenefrly perfuaded by Rinaldo degli AI
bizi, Count Pappi, and the reft of the Florentine 
ex'iles, who raw they fhou1d have no hopes after Pic
cinino abandoned them; but that if they ("arne to a.n 
action, they probably might gain a Victory and ft;l<;
ceed in their willies t and if they lolt the day. they 
fh()uld not be in worfe cjrcumftanc::s than [hey wtre 
before. 

A a 3 \Vith 
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With this refolution, he moved ,with (,is forces 

from the place where he then lay, which was be:
twixt CafteUo and the Bourg, and arriving at the lat
ter before the enemy had any notice of it, he drew 
t'wo thoufand men out of that town, who. confiding 
in the valour of their General, and allured by the 
promifes he made them, fqllowed him in hopes of 
enriching themfelves with plunder. From tbence he 
proceeded with his army in order of battle direlUy 
towards Anghiari, and' had advanced' within lefs than 
two miles of that place: when Micheletto At~~ndulo 
perceiving a great cloud of duil: raifed ~t a diftance, 
fufpected the enemy was approaching. and jmme~ 
diately gave the alarm. Great was ~he confuuon in 
the Florentine Camp upon this occafion:~or though 
indeed very little order or' difcipHne wis ever ob
ferved by armies in their encampments in ~hofe days, 
yet the fupinenefs of the Florentines was at this time 
greater than ordinary: and as they thought the cnemy 
had been not only at a much greater diftance. bu~ 
rather inclined to retreat than hazard an erigagement,. 
moil: of them had laid afide their arms and {haggled 
away to places at a diftanee from the Camp, either 
to. enjoy the {bade (as the weather was then very hot) 
or indulge themfelves in fome other pleafure. Yet 
furh was the diligence of the Commifi'aries and the 
General in getting them together, that they were all 
mounted and ready drawn up to receive the enemy 
before tbey arrived. And as Aucndulo was the firO: 
that difcQvercd them, he likewife fuftain~d their firft 
1hock; having pt>ned himfelf with the men under 
his Command 'on a Bridge that lay upon the road at 
. a little diftance from Anghiari Upon the approach 
of the enemy, Urfini had caufed the banks and 
ditches to be levelled, which lay on eaeh fide of the 
way betwixt Anghiari and the Bridge; and Alten
dulohaving taken poffeffion of the Bridge ierdf, toe 
Cavalry were plared to the right of him, under Si· 
moneino Commander of the .Forces of the Church, 
and the Pope's Legate ~ and to the left, under tbe 
.. Flo~ 
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Florentine Commilfaries and their General U rfini i 
tbe Infantry extending themfdves on each hand along 
the banks of the River. The enemy the-refore, had 
no way to come at them but over the Bridge; nor 
could the Florentines be forced to engage in. any 
pther place. Upon which account they ordf'red their 
foot to ply that of the enemy brifkly with their 
Crofs-bows, if they fuould quit the high road aod 
fall to the right and left of their own gens d' armes • 
chat fo they might be prevented from taking theif 
horfe in flank, as they paffed or repa(fed the Bridge. 
Thofe that made the firft attack were bravely re
ceived and repulfed by Attendulo: but Aftorre and 
Francifco Piccinino·· advancing to their relief with 
a picked body of men, charged him fa furioufiy, 
that they obliged him to quit the Bridge, and pur
Cued him to the bottom of the hill upon which Ang
hiari ftands, from whence they were driven back and 
forced over the Bridge .again by the Infantry that 
attacked them in flank. The difpute lafted in this 
manner for the (pace of two hours; during which, 
fometimes Piccinino's forces, and iometimes the .10'10-
rentines were Mafters of the Bridge. A·nd though 
the (uccefs of each parcy was nearly the fame upon 
the Bridge, yet Piccinino had much the worft of it 
on both fides of the River. For whenever his forces 
polfdfed the Bridge, they found thore of the enemy 
well drawn up arid ready to aB: as octafion required; 
(an advallta~e that was gained by the· precaution 
they had taken to level the banks and ditches on 
tbeir fide) fo that when any of their men were hard 
pufhed and bc:gan to faint, they were immediately 
,cJievc:d by a frefh party. On the other hand, when 
the Florentines pafi"cd it, Piccinino was fa embarralfed 
with the banks and ditches on his fide, that he 
found it very difficult'to relit:ve his troops: and 
though they often gained the Bridge, they were con
~antly driven back again by the enemy. The FI~-

• He "al foil to the General, Niccolo Piccinino . 

. ~ a + rentine, 
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. rentines therefore having once more got pofrdJion of 
it, and pufhing forward into the road on the other 
fioe with great fury, Piccinino found himfelf ftrait
cned in fuch a manner by his fitualion, that he had 
neither time nor room to fuccour his men that were 
giving way: fo that thofe, who were in the front re
coiling upon the rear, his whole army was thrown 
into fuch confufion, that they at laft turned their 
backs and Bed with the utmoft precipitation towards 
the Bourg of St. Sepulchr~. tJ pon which, ,the Flo
rentine Soldiers, inltead of purfuing them, began to 
plunder and {hip the prifoners they had taken, of 
their horfes, arh1S and accoutrements, and what elfe 
they had ::alid indeed the booty was not inconfider
able: f9r there were not quite a thoufand horli: that 
efca'ped with Piccinino. And the inhabitants of St. 
Sepulchro who had fellowed him for the fake of 
plunder, being all taken, with the lofs of their bag
gage and colours, were not only ftripped themfc1ves, 
but afterwards forced to pay a ranfom for their li
berty. This ViCtory was of great 'confequence to 
the Florentines, though not very prejudicial to the 
Duke's affairs: for if I~'y had loft the day, all Tuf
cany muO: have fallen into his hands. But as his 
forces were rOllted, he 10ft nothing but their arms 
and horres; a damage that might be repaired at no 
confiderable ex pence. Indeed it never happened that 
invafions were made with lefs danger and flaughter 
on the fide of the invaders, than in thefe times: for 
in a battle that lafted four hours, and in fo total an 
overthrow, there was but one man killed; and he too, 
not by the edge of the fword, or in any honourable 
.ttempt, but by a fall from his horfe to the ground, 
where he was trampled to death in the rout. With 
fo much fecurity did they make war in thofe days! 
for moil of the foldirrs being mounted on horfeback 
~nd covered with armour, had but little oceafion to 
fear death in any engagement: and if they were de
feated and furrendered, thCf commonly had their 
Jiv~s fpared. . 

This 
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This battle, and what immediately happened after 
it, may ferve to fhew the weak and pitiful manner in 
which they made war in thofc times. Jo'or as foon as 
Piccinino was routed and had Oed to St. Sepulchr~, 
the Commilfaries, to make their Viaory complete, 
intended to have purfued and fhut him up there: but 
there was not fo much as one of their officers, nor 
even a private {oldier that would follow them. till 
they had laId up their plunder in fome place of fecu
rity, and got cured of the wounds they pretended to 
have recdved. And, which was ftill more remark
able and audacious, they went off the next day, 

• o~Dly in a body, and without alking any leave either 
from their Commiffaries or General, to Arezzo; from . 
whence, after they had fecured theIr booty, they re
turned to Anghiari. A manner of proceeding fo con
trary to all military rule and order, that the fmalleft 
remnant of a well-difciplined army, would eamy and 

. ddervedly have recovered a Victory out of their hands 
which they fo liule merited. Nay they prefently re
leafed all the gens d' armes or heavy armed horfe they 
had taken prifonrrs; in fpite of the CommiJfaries 
who would have had them detained in order to de
prive Ptccinino of their fervice. Certainly it muft 
Seem aftonifhing that fuch an arr;ny fhould ever gain 
a V laory, and frill more fo, that another fhould be 

. found vile and daftardly enough to be beaten by fo 
cont~mptiblc: an enemy. 

VVhilft tbey were thus taken up in going to Arezzo 
and back again, Piccinirio marched away with the re
mainder of his forces from St • .sepulchro towards Ro
magna and took the Florentine exiles along with 
him, who now falling into defpair of ever returning 
to their own Country, difperfed themfelves into dif
ferent parts of Italy and.other States, every man pro
viding for himfelf as well as he could. Rinaldo degli 
Albizi retired to Ancona; and having loct all hopes 
in this world, he went a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepul
chre, in order to prepare himfeJf for a hener, Soon 
after his return from thence he .di~d fuddenly at din ... 

ncr, 
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lIer, whilft he was celebrating the marriage of one of 
!tis daughters: fortune feeming favourable to him in 
chis at leaft, that he was taken away in one of the 
ilappiefr days of his exile. He was a man truly reI=
peebble in all the different conditions of his life, and 
would have been diU more fo, jf he had been born 
in an united City: for many of his good qualities 
.hich excited envy and jealoufy anlongfr his fcUow
citizens io a fatHous Commonwealtb, would have 
been admired and rewarded any where elfe. 

After the departure of Piccinino and the return of 
che Florentine forcea from Arezzo, the Commiffaries 
advanced with them to St. Sepulchro, the inhabitants 
of which place offered to furrender to them, but up
on terms that they did not think fit to grant. And 
.wtUm they were yet in treaty, the Pope's Legate· ~
ginning to grow fufpicious that the Florentines were 
not willing that town ihould revert into the hands of 
.the Church, was fa enraged, that very high words 
paired betwixt him and the Commilfaries; and the 
troops commanded by each would cer~ainly have come 
to blows if the treaty had continued much longer: 
but that being ended at )aft to the fatisfaaioD of the 
Legaee, their differences were· compofed. WhiHt 
thefe things were in agitation, they had intelligence 
from fome quarters that Piccinino was marching to
. wards Rome, and from others tbat he was gone into 
]a Marca d' Ancona. Upon which, the Legate de
termined that Count Sforza·s troops fhould advance 
.towards Perugia, in order to relieve either la Marca, 
·or Rome, to which foever of the two he had bcnt 
.his courfe, and that Bernardo de' Medici . lhould ge 
along with them; whilft Neri Capponi went with tbe 
Florentine forces to reducc Cafentino. Upon this 
.refolution, Neri marched away for Ralfina, which he 
.prefently took ;. and foon aftcr, Bibiena, Prato Vee • 
. chi<>, and Romena: after which, he fat down before 
l'oppi, and made proper difpofitions for twO different 

• Pic:muno the Patriarch of Aquilea before mentioned •. 
afi'ault$ 
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afraults u~ ~~a~ tpwn at the fame time; one on th~ 
fide that look, ~owards th~ plain of Certomondo; 
and the other from the hill that extends itfelf froni 
thence to Fronzoli~ Count Poppi feeing himfelf now, 
abandoned and deftitute of all fuccour, had lhut him. 
felf up there; not in hopes of any relief, but to gaiD 
time and make lhF belt terms he could for himfelf. 
So that when Neri drew clofe'to the town to make an 
,affault, he demanded a parley, and had as good terms 
granted him as he could poffibly expect in his cir .. 
cumfiances; which were, that he Jhould be fufFered 

, to depart himfelf with his children, and what efFeas 
they could carry with them, and immediately deliver 
pp the poffeffion of the town and all his other domi
nions to the Florentines. During the capitulation he 
came out upon the bridge over the Arno which runs 
clofe by the town, and ,with tears in his eyes thus 
addrefred himfelf to Neri. "Jf I had rightly confi
dered my own fituation and the power of your Mailers. 
J 1hould now have come out as a friend to congra
tulate you upon your late Victory, and not as a van
quifhed enemy to implOre your pity in thefe un
,happy circumftances. Fortune indeed has given YOll 

fuBicient reafon to rejoice, and me to weep and la
ment my wretchednefs. I lately had horfes, and arms, 
Jubjeas and dominions and riches; and who can won
der that it grieves me to lofe them? But fince your 
Republic fcems determined, and now has it in its 
power, to reduce all Tufcany into fubjeCtion, we for 
our partsfhall obey you: and it is fome confolation 
to' me, that if I had not heen guilty of this error, 
neither your generofity nor my future gratitude might 
perhaps' have appeared in fo fair a light to the world. 
For if you 1haU be pleafed to leave me ftill in pof
feffion of my dominions, it will he an illuftrious and 
indelible inftance of your clemency. My impru
dence indeed has been great, hut I fuhmit to your 
mercy and compaffion, not without hopes that YOll 

will frill fuffer me to enjoy this place of refidence at 
leaft, which has defcended to me from Anceftors to 

whpm 
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whom your Republic has formerly lain under many 
and great obligations e." To this Neri made an
fwer, "that the having placed his confidence in peo
ple' that were never likely to do him any fervice, 
and being by that means in fome meafore the caufe 
of the infubs offered to the Republic of Florence; 
thefe confiderations, added to the circumftances of the 
tim~ necdI'arily obliged them to deprive him of his 
dominions, and to turn him out of thofc places as 
an enemy, which he might ftill have enjoyed if he 
had behaved himfdf like a friend. That his con
dud: had been fuch as would not allow them to let 
him continue any longer in poffeffion of a territory 
that gave him an opportunity of infulting a Repub
lic upon any little change of fortune, which indeed 
had no occafion to ftand in fear of his perlon, though 
his dominions were fo fituated that he might open a 
way at any time through them for an enemy to annoy 
ie. But that if he thought he could by any means 
obtain another Principality in Germ:lnY, he was at 
liberty to withdraw thither, and the Republic de
fired he would do it; where they fhould not fail to 
fhew him aU manner of refpect, in confideration of 
the favours which he faid the Florentines had received 
from his Anceftors." The Count replied with great 
indignation, " that he would endeavour to get as far 
as poffible from them i" and finding there was no 
good to be dOne by in treaties and fupplications, im
mediately broke off all further treaty, and giving up 
the town and his other pofI'effions, except his per
fonal e(feas, he quitted it with his wife and children, 
bitterly lamenting his folly and the lors of a State 
which his family had governed above four hundred 
years. When the news of this ruccers arrive~ at Flo
rence, ic occafioned very great rejoicings both amongft 
the People and the Magiftrates. Anti as B('rnardo 
de' Medici found thac Piccinino had neither advanced 

• This fpeech is almoft wholly taken from that of Cara&.~acu. jll 
the nth boo~ of T~citu:;'1 AJlnals. 
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towards Rome nor la Marca, as had ,been falfely re"; 
ported, he marched back again with his forces to 
rejoin thofe under the command of ~eri Capponi; 
and both of them returning together to Eloren~, it 
was decreed that they fhould be received with the 
higheft demonftrations of honour and refpeCt that 
had ever been fhewn to any of their viCtorious Gene
rals: and they accordingly made their entrance into 
the City amidO: the public acclamations of the Si~ .. 
niory, the Captains of the Companiel, and all thelf 
fellow-citizens. 

• 

BND OF THE FIFTH BOOL 
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JVhat ;s~ Dr ought to !Je, the cbiif hPj/in of thoft tbol 
1!'4ke 'I:~ar. Cf'htt bound 'I: tbhl JhoulJ prtJ!rib'l: t(J tht1ll
/e!ves. th'l: ancimt hie publics ufos! t(J difpofi of 
tbe booty tlllcm from their tnem;e'l:~ 'Ib'l: er'l:'l:z- oj ftfJ-

• 

g§'fJttiii.'tfeIll'l: in' rtfp#!' . Cf'be hPulrt of Iy1t/all 
propofts a peace to Count Sforza. 'Ibe Count',t a~ji~er 

bim. 2'h§ inhz-ttlit~he oj to hljlalio d. 
Polmta. Mic6eletto At/endul; made Generlll ? the 
h,eagtl'l:, to hz-eat hiJIr#;ii by hI;cti~i1f(J. 
crbe injolc:tce of tbe lalter to tbe Dulce of MiI4I1. Cfbt 
Count Dulhs 71tttural haUfi!httr. A fi!~ace 
tone/uded. Naples talcen by Alpho"jo 'f .d";gl1l. 
hlaldttelio Angdiari, Cel1'1:rttl oj the hJiorirz-tine joot, 
lin able and experienced Commander, vilely affalftllated 
if Bttirloloft'l:o Oz-it-mdbti, a 'l:OWrirb pol'l:rfl(JlI~ A 
reformation;n tbe government Flormce. Picc;mu 
hifapJttinteh'l:f ar/ritt vitd'l:ry the (if bUan, 
and ~the~j!e ill!lfe.d by him, dies?f grief. Cf'be /J.",ti:.. 
ftogl' ~"a fi!z-nnej'l:fi!I, Jrro p'I:'l:z-erfi?l /atttiim BO?lh~a. 
<fbe laller raife an in/urret1ion tbtre ill favour oj tbe 
Dulcz- if bttlilan, z-na Jdll Atttttiba! thz- head 
pf that famifJ; but are 'iud/ed and driven flul of tbe 
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City., Santi, a baftard Son of Htrctlles Benlivog/io., 
/leing madl GfJ'Uernor 01 Bologna, alld 01 AIlIIi"ar s 
childrell, gfJ'Un-lIs 'Wilh greal prudence. A nt'W 'War ill 
uIII!Jara}. Count SlfJrza courlea IIy 1111 parlies. 'l'b, 
Mlllb of Pope Euge"ius IV. 'lIJbo ;s ju"t~ded bJ Ni
cholas V. '£be Duke 01 Milan Jies. ,'Ibe CfJllnt i. 
Jefperalt Circum)ances. 'Ib, Milanife maie him CtmI
mandtr in Cbit/ ollbeir lorees. 'Ibe Ym"iatlS aJpirl 
to tb, Ducby fll Milan. J(jng Alpblmfo i1l'Uadts tbe 
Florentines. A mUliny alllDng) Ibe lorces of tbl latter 

{111' fJJanl'.l [JrDvijifJns. King Alpbonfo relrealS out 01 
'l'ufta"" alltr b, bad loft many 01 bis mtll. A "ttlile 
betff)ixt Ibe CfJUllla"a the Yenetians at Cara'Uaggio, ;11 
fJJb;tb tbe latler are lotally dt/ealed. Cf'be generoftl} ,f 
tbe Count tf) a Yelletia" Provedilore, wbfJ1ll be b,,4 
taim prifoner. A peace "",cluaea belwixt bim a7Jd Ibe 
Yellelians. He de/irIS tb, kElallefo. 'l'h,' Speecb of 
tbei,. A",bllffador 10 bim. His an/wer. He la}sjieg~ 
I, Mjlan, maim a Iruce, alld draws off bis army; lUI 
r,turns at Ibe expiration 01 thl Irtltt t alld "duces tbe 
Cil} to grelll dijJreft. CDjimo dt' Medici bifri!nds bim 
;11 bis 'lIlderta~ing. 'Ibe Yenetialls IIffift tbe MiJaneft. 
COU~I SfOr%IJ mlers Milall, and is made Duk, tbn-eo/. 
II} tbl general tOIl/mt 01 tbe Cit;%t7Is. H, elllages i" 
Il cOllfederaCJ 'Wilb Ibe FltJrt1llines; alld Ibe J(jllg of 
Naples wilb the Y,netians. 'fbi lalter /tlld .Ambo[
fadlrs'lfJ FlorenCl. Cf'b, all/wer of tbe Florentines I' 
tbem, deli'Uered by Coji",o de'Medici. Cf'be Flf)rlntintl 
prepare lor Wllr. Fred,r;c III. Emperor f)f GtrIllQIlJ .. 
(Ollles to FloriNe, and procttds to Ronll, where he is 
erowned. ctuft.", invaded !Jy King Alpbollfo's lorus. 
Sltpbt1l P/Jrcari, a R01lllln Citizen, CfJlljpirtl tf) deliver 
his CO'lnlry out Df Ib, ballds f)f the Pope alld Ibe Pre· 
lates: /J"t/ails ;11 tbe atltmpl, (lnd is put to d,alb. 
Cf'« Yale 0 Bagnf), "y tbl perfidy'.! Gambaeorla, ;, 
1110" tbe po;nt of b£ing delivered tip to Killl AlpbOllfo, 
~ut prevented '" tbe bra'Uery of Antonio Gualdani. 
'Tbe Flormtillts laie pofft./fion of ii, lind reduce il to a 
Bailiwick. ne lalt D/ Gambalorta. 'fb, F/oTlntines 
IJlld Dult " Milan, imte Reg";" Df .J.1IjQU, illlf} 

IIII~r. 
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Italy. He comes «,ilh fupputl, /;ul [oon leaves INIII 
and returns 10 France; from whence he fends his fln, 
10hn of Anjou, to Florente. Peace belwi>"l the Dulce 
and the Penetians, Horenlincs, and other States. A/
phonfo flcced(s 10 it. New Iroubles r,aifed !Jy GiflCqpO 
Piccinino, privalely encouraged!Jy Alphonfo. PGpt 
Calixlus III. endeavours to raift a Crufade again) tbe 
q'urlcs. A prodigious lempej1 in Tu/ca",. T'bt Ge-
1l0efe i1l'Vaded by AlpblJllfo. Cf:'bey pUI Ibmlje/ves Un4er 
the proleBion If Joh" of Anjou. King ,Alphonfo dies 
and is [u"eeded /Jy his Son Ferdinand. Calixlus mes, 
and Pius II. is cbofen Pope in bis room.crhe GellOeft 
revoll fr,m Ihe French. The ](jngdom of Naples in
'Uaded by John oj An}ou, who rouls Ferdinand: jilt 
the latler being reinforced by Ihe Pope and the Dlllce of 
Milan, lalces tbe field again, and drives bis COmplti.tOf 
out of tbe KingdOm. . 

I T always has been, and indeed ought to be, the 
main end and defign of thore that wage war, to 

enrich themfelves and impoverilh their enemies: Bor 
is there any other reafoDable motive to contend for 
viCtory and conqueft, but the aggrandizement of one 
nation, and the depreflion of another. From hence 
it necefi"arily follows. that whenever any State is im
poverHhed by its victories, or debilitated by its con
quefts, it has either proceeded too far, or fallen (hort 
of thofe purpofes for which the war was undertaken. 
A Kingdom, or Commonwealth, may properly be 
faid to be enriched by vi8:ory, when it extirpates its 
enemies, and becomes mafter of their pofi'effions a.nd 
revenues. On the contrary, they are weakened by 
their victories, when they cannot utterly extinguflh 
the enemy (though perhaps they may in fome mea
fure have fubduea him) and his pofi"effions fall into 
the hands, not of the State itfelf, but its foldiery. 
Such a Government fuffers much more from a vic
tory than a defeat: for in one cafe, it is only expofed 
to. 'he outrage of an enemy, but in the other, it is in
jured and opprefi'ed by its own friends; which fee~-

. ing 
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ing more unnatural, is likewife the more infuppOrt4 
able, efpecially when it is thereby neceffitated to lay 
ftefh taxes, and other heavy burdens upon its fubjetl:s. ° 

And if the: GovernorS have any humanity in them, 
they cannatt furely. mli:h rejoice at a victory which 
fills all the reft of the community with mutrhurs and 
dejeCl:ion. The beft governed Republics that we read 
of in ancient hifl:ory, after they had obtained a vic· 
tory, always ufed to throw the: (pail they had taken 
from the enemy into the rommon Treafury, to ditlri-' 
bute largeffes amongft the people, to temit their 
taxes, and entertain them with magnificent fpetl:aC'les. 
But the vitl:ories gained by thofe States, of whom we 
are now writing, not only exhauA:ed their public rrca
furl', but drained the purfe of every priVate man, and 
after all, did nat c:ffetl:ually fecure them againft any 
further attempts from their enemies. All which was 

"'Owing to the abfurd and ridiculous manner in which. 
they carried ,on their wars: for afrer a battle, the 
conquerors generally contented themfelves with ftrip· 
ing the enemy; and feldom put any of them to death, 
or fo much as made them prifoners! fo that the van. 
quifhed always renewed the wat, as foon as ever they 
were provided again withhotfes and arms by thofe 
that had takrn them into their pay. And as the 
booty and ranfom-monC'y were claimed by the fol
diery, the State, receiving no advantage from thencet 
was forced to t("ar the fupplies it flood in need of, Ollt 

• of the bowels- of its own fubjt'ch *, who had the' 
morti6cation of feeing that inltead of rt'gping any' 
fort of beneSt from a vitl:ory, it only ferved to make 
their Governors proceed with lefs regard ahd com
pamon in laying "new burdens upon them. 

Thefe foJdiers condutl:itlg the war in fuch a man .. 
ncr, reduced both the conqueror and the conquered, 
to the neceffity of railing cominual fupplies at home, 
if they intended to maintain any authority or com-

• Doe. not tbi, feem to be out own c:afe, with regard to the cap. 
ttif"" inade by our Ships of war l . . ° • 
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mand over their forces; as one fide expected to be
J;lCW clothed and accoutred, and the orher to be re
warded for their fervices: and fince thofe that had 
been defeated could not take the field again till they 
were remounted, and tbofe that beat them would 
tight no more till they hae been rewarded, it ~ne
lilly happened. that the formc:r did not fuftain much 
Iofs, nor the latter gain any coniidcrable advantage 
by their victory; for the conquered had, for the moft 
part, put themfclves in a condition te make head 
afrdh aga.inft the conq ucror, before' he was in rea
d,inefs to purfue his blow. From this perv('rk and 
difordcrly behaviour in the fold-iery, it happened that 
Piccisino had remounted his troops before the news 
of his defeat had rClKhed many pans of Italy, and 
renewed tl-le war with greater vigour than ever he 
had done before. To th~ fame caure it was owing 
that he was able to furprize Verena: that after his 
forces had been difperfed when Sforza retook that 
town, he was in a condition to invade Tafcany with 
a powerful army: and that after his misfortune at 
Anghiari, he was growa ftronger. even before he'got 
into Romagna, than he. was at the beginning of the 
ac\ion that happened there: fo that the Duke of Mi
lan now began to. conceive fame hppcs of beiRg able 
to defend Lombardy, which he had in a manner 
given up for loft, during the abfence of that Ge
Beral. For whilft Pic:ciAino was making fuch ha
,,~ck as he had done in Tufcany, his matter was in 
thnger of being ftripp'd of his OWA dominions ~ and 
being apprchcnfive that he 1hould be totally ruined 
before the other could c.ome to his relief, though he 
had fent to recall hint, he refolved to try if he ('ould 
flOt in {Ome mea(ure ,"heck Coune Sforza's career, 
and divert the fury ofa' Rorm by artifice and ad
drefs, which he was not in a capacity to refift. For 
this purpafe, lie had recourfe to fuch expedients as 
lie had often availed himfclf of before in the like 
conjunaures,. and difpatchcd Niccolo da Efti, ~ince 
of Ferrara, to Pefcbicra, where Sfora~ then lay, who 
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earneftlyexhorted him to peace, and reprefented to 
him how pr~judicial a tontinuation of the war was 
likely to prove to himfelf; fince if the Duke was re
duced to fuch circumftances that he could not fup
port his prefent power and reputation. the Count· 
muft be the firft man that would fuffer by it, as nei~ 
tber the Venetians nor Florentines would have any 
further occafion for his fervice. nor of courfe any 
longer the fame efteem for his perfon. And to con
vince him of the Duke's fincerity in defiring a peace, 
he folemnly affured him in his nal1?e, that as foon as 
one was concluded, the marriage lhould be im'me
diatc1y eonfummated with his daughter, whom he 
'would fend to Ferrara for that purpofe" and there 
in perfon deliver her into his own hands. To this 
tbe Count made anfwer, "that jf the Duke was 
really defirous of a peace, he might eafily obtain 
one, as the Venetians and Florentines were no lefs 
inclinable to it: but that for his own part, he could 
PUt very little confidence in him, finee he wen knew 
he would never make any peace, except he was com .. 
pelled to it by downright neceffity; and that, at 
foon as the danger was over, he would inftantJy re
lIew the war: that he could not give much more cre
dit to what he promifed concerning the marriage, as 
lie had been fo often deceived by him before; but 
if other things could be amicably adjutled, he would 
proceed in that matter as he lhould be advifedby 
~s friends." . 

The Venetians, nat~raIJy apt to fufpeCt their Ge
fterals, even when they have no reafon, had fufficient 
eaufe to IQok with great jealoufy upon thefe nego
tiations, as indeed they did: and the Count being 
aware of it, endeavoured in fome meafure to re
£over their confidence by a vigorous profecution of 
the war. But the ufual alacrity of the one was at 
laO: fo abated by his ambitious views; and the minds 
of the other fo en flamed with fufpicion, that no other 
ena:erprife worth notice 'Was. undertaken dllring the 
reft of that Summer: fo that when Piccinino returned 
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into Lombardy, the Winter being come on, the rc· 
!pecUve armies went into q.uarters, the Count re
tiring to Verona, the Duke's forces to Cremona, the 
:Florenti51es into Tufcany, and chofc of [-be Pope into 
ltomagna. 1'he laft, afrer tbe ba.cdc of Aagbiari, 
made an alfault upon Furli and Bologna, iA hepcs 
of wrefting them out of the han<Js of }'rancifco Pi,
cinino, who held them in his father's name: but 
they were fo well defended by Francifco, that the. 
attempt did not fuce~ed. Their march into thofc 
parts, however, ftruck fueh a terror into the ~ople 
of Ra.venna, that, to avoid falling into the hanes-of 
the Church, they (with the confent of OftaflO da Po-. 
-lenta their Lord) put themfeh'cs under 'he ~ominioD 
of the Venetians; who, as a rt'compencc fOF.that flr 
vour, and to prevent Ofta(io from ever recovering 
by force what he had fo (imply given away, fent him 
and his only Son to fpend the reO: of their days in. 
Candia. Thefe differe~lt enterprizes had fo drained 
the Pope of monty, that notwithftanding the Vic
tory gained at Anghiari, his Holinefs was obliged to 
fcU the Caftle of Borgo di San Sepulchro to the Flo
remilles for the fum of twenty-five lhoufaAd ducats. 

Things being in this firuation, and both fides
thinking themfelves fafe from aAY attack during the. 
winter, all further thoughts of peace were laid afide, 
cfpcciaUy' by [be Duke; who now looking upon him
felf as fufficiently fecured, in the firft place by the 
feafoD of the year, and in the next by the arrival o{ 
Picrinino, had broke off his treaty with the Count, 
and applied himfdf with great diligence to furnifh 
his General with Cavalry and all other provifiQAS- that 
w~re nccefi'ary to continue ~he war. The Count, on 
the other hand, having intelligC:J.lce of t~efe prepa
rations, immed.iately repaired to Venice to concere 
mellfures with the Senate there, for opening the nexe 
campaign. As foon as Piccinino was in rcadincfs 
to take the field, and perceived the enemy was yet 
in no capacity to oppofe him, he did nen wait for. 
the approach of the Spring, bu.t pafi'c:d the Adda iq 
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the depth of Winter, entered the territories of Brcf
ci~, and making himfdf mafier of all that Country, 
except Adula and Acri, furprized above two thou
Cand of Sforza's Cavalry, who, not expeding any 
weh vifit, were all taken 'prifoners and ftripped. But 
what moft chagrined the Count and alarmed the Ve
netians, was the defedion of Ciarpellone, one of his 
principalOfficcrs, who had mutinied and quitt(d their 
fcrvice. Upon the news of which, he polled away 
from Venice to Brefcia, and finding at his arrival 
there, that Piccinino, after he had committed the 
abovc mentioned hoftHities, was returned to his for
mcr quaners and lay quiet tbere, he did not care to 
provoke him to flir out of them agaiw at that tinle i 
bat thought it more prudent to make ufe of the op
-portunity which the enemy gave him, to put his forces 
in good order, that fa he might be able to take any 
advantage that offered and wipe off his late difgrace 
at a proper feafon. He therefore prevailed upon the 
Venetians to recall the forces they had in the fervice 
of thc Floren~ines, and perfuadcd them to take Mi
cheletto Attenduli into their pay, in the room of Gat
umelata who was now dead. 

At the return of the fpring, Piccinino appearing 
firft in the field, laid fiege to Cignano, a Came about 
twelve miles frOm Brelcia; to the relief of which 
the Count likewife marched out with his forces, and 
the war was once more begun and condutl:ed in the 
ufual manner betwiKt thofc two Generals. The 
Count on one fidc, being apprehenfivc that Bergamo 
would fall into the enemy's hand, fat down before 

. Martinen~ho, a CaRle fo fituated, that whoever was 
maller of It might eafily throw fuccours into Bergamo, 
which City was very much ftraitened by Piccinino ; 
who, on-the other hand, being fenfible that he could 
not be annoycd from any other quarter; .. had taken 

_ care to furnifil it with all manner of proYifions for 
its defence; fo that the Count was forced to bring his 
whole army before it. Piccinino therefore pofted 

. bimfdf with all his forces likewife in fuch a lituation, 
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that he entirely cut oft' all fupplies from Sforza's 
camp, and fortified his owu fo ftrongly with ditches 
_nd breaft-works, that the Count could not attack 
bim without manifeft difadvantage: fo that the be;. 
liegers were in much greater danger than thofe that 
were beficged. . In thefe circumftances, as the Count 
could neither continue the Liege for want of pro
",ifions, nor raife it for fear of Piccinino falling UPOll 
him, every body concluded the Duke muft cettainl, 
gain a complete ViB:ory, and that Sforza and the 
Venttians would be utterly undone. aut by the ca
price of Fortun~, who takes delight in fhewing her 
power to exalt her minions, and ruin fuch as are Dot 
In her good gr-aces, things took a very different rurn 2 

for Piccinino grew fo intolerably infolcnt and am ... 
bitious, in full confidence of ViB:ory, that forgetting 
himfelf and laying afide all due refpeCl:: to his PriDce, 
he fent him word, "that as he had fought his battlea 
fo many years without being requited with fo much 
ground as would bury him when he died, he defired 
to know what reward he might expeCl:: for his fe .... 
vices: for fince it was now in his power to make him 
abfolute Lord of Lombardy and deliver up all his 
~nemies into his hands, he thought a certain Vicrory 
deferved a, certain recompence; and therefore de .. 
~landed that the city of Placentia fhould be affigned 
to him, whither he might retire to enjoy a little re. 
pofe at laft, after fo long a courfe of labour and 
fatigue." Nay he proceede"d fo far in the end as to 
~hreaten the Duke that he would abandon the CD
terpri~e if his demands were not complied with. 

But the Duke WaS exafperated at this audacious 
behaviour to fuch a degree, that he chofe rather to 
give up 10 great an advantage, than meanly to fub
mit to his infolence i fo that what neither the me. 
flaces of ~is- enemies, nor the many imminent dangers 
he had bten in, could ever move him to confent to, 
he was at laO: induced to comply with by rhe arro
gance of his friends; and immediately refolved to 
C:OQ1(: ~o an accommQd"tio~ wi~h the Count. Fo, 

" whic~ 
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which purpofe he fent Antonio Guido Buona da Tor
tona to him, with an offer of his daughter, and fuch 
-overtures for a peace, as were eagerly accepted botb 
by him and the reft of the confederates. 

As foon as the articles were privately figned, by 
~11 parties,' the Duke fent orders to Piccinino to make 
.a truce with ,the Count for one year, pretending, 
c, [hat he was fo tired of the expences of war, that he 
-could not help prefet'l'ing a certain peace, to a vi~
'tory that was frill doubtful." Piccinino was thunder-
firuck at thi! refolution, not being able to compre
hend what motives could induce the Duke to let fo 
glorious a viCtory nip out of his hands; little' ima
gining that the reafon of fuffering his enemies to 
~fcape, was only to avoid recompenfing his friends. 
He oppofed it, however., as much as Jay in his power, 
and behaved in fo refraCtory a manner, that in order 
(0 force him to a compliance, the Duke threatened 
10 give him up, to be treated by the foldier! of both 
~rmies, .as they pleafed, if he did not infrandyobey 
his orders. Upon which he was obliged to fubmit. 
but with the fame reluc1ance that a man may be fup
pofed tet do, who is compelled to leave his friends 
and country ; lamenting his evil deftiny, and com
plaining with much binernefs both of fortune and 
the Duke. who had confpil'ed together to fnatch the ' 
viCl:ory out of his hands. Afrer the truce was con
..eluded, the nuptials were celebrated betwixt Madam 
Bianca and the Count, who received the City of Cre-

'mona with her in dower: and in November 1441, a 
peace w'as agreed 'upon i at the figning of which, 
Francifco Barbadico and Paolo Trono affifted as PIe
flipotentiaries for the Venetians, and Agnolo Acti
aiuoli for the Florentines. By this treaty, the for
treffes of Pefchiera, Afola, and Leonato, in the 
MarQuifate of Mantua, were ceded to the Venetians. 

Though the war in Lombardy was now at end, the 
kingdom of Naples was frill far from being in peace: 
and as no means could be found of quieting the dif. 
;trafUons there, they proved at laft the occafion of 
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raifing fre{h combuftions in Lombardy. for during 
the laft, King Regnier had been ftripped of ~very 
.town that he had got poffdIian of in that KingdoOl, 
f!~cept the city of Naples iudf, by Alphonfo of Ar
ragon, who now thinldrig him'lelf fure of the whol~, 
determinep, ~t the fame time that he lend fieg(: ~o 
that Ci~y. to fc:ize upon Ben~vento *, and fome other 
town, belonging to CoUnt Sforza, in the adjacent 
territory, which he thought .mifIht e~fily be etl~Cle4, 
whiUl: the Count himfdf was 10 fully employed in 
Lombardy. And he aClually fucceeded in his ddiglls 

making himfdf Maller of all thofe places with little 
or no difficulty. aut, upon the news of a peace be- . 
ing concluded in Lombqrdy, Alphonfo grew appre
benfive, that the Count would foon march to join 
.:J~egnier, in order to recover his own polfeffiofls; and 
R~gnier not being without fome exp~chtions of the 
{arne kind, fent to ~ntr~at th~ CO~nt to come to the 
flmftanc~ of a friend, efpec:ially as he might, at the 
fame tinl~, r~venge himfelf llpon an enemy. AI
phonfo, on the other hand, earnc:ftly follicited Duke 

'Philip, ~hat out of regard ,to the friendfuip which h~d 
fo long fllbfifted betwixt thc:m, he would cut out fame 
\York of greater canr~qucnce to the Count, in order to 
divert him from this ddhzn. With this the Duke rea· 
pily complied, not confidering, that it would be a die 
rea: violation of the treaty he had fa lately concluded! 

. fie, therefore, in the firft place, (uggefted to POFC 
J!.ugeni\ls, that I~ now had a fair oppartuQity of r~
covering the territories which Sfar~a hlld taken from 
,he Chprch; and for that purpofe, recommended. 
piccinina to him (who ~fter the condufian of a peace, 
)lad retired with his f~rces into Romagna) and fai~ 
lte would pay him ou~ of his own purfe, as long ~ 

• Benevento is fitulited at the confluence of the river Solato and 
Colore, whicli hert form the Yoltui'no; 1']0 miles fourh eaft: o( Rome, 
alld 34 north caft of Na\=les. It is an Arcbbifboprick, fubjea to the 
fope, who is fovereign of tbis City. Tbe greater part of it was de. 
!"olifhcd by an earthqll3ke. in tbe year .688, and the Archbilhop 'of 
Jt dug Ollt of the ruins; who, being aflel'ward. advanced to tho 
f~p~ Cbai~, by the n~\UfI of Benedfl Xlll. rebuilt lh~s City. 
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'he war continued. Eugenius, out of tbe anoient ha
tred which he bore to the Count, and the delire he· 
had of r.ecovering the pofi"effions he ufurped from 
him, liftened with great eagernefs lO this propo(al, 
~lnd though he bad formerly been duped by Picd
nino, in the very fame manner. he thought, now the 
puke of Milan was on his fide, he had no occalion 
to miftruft him; and therefore immediately joining 
his forces with thofe of Piccinino. he made an incur .. 
lion into la Marca d' Ancona: The Count, 01) the 
other hand, though not a little furprifed at fo fudden 
an invalion, having afi"embled what troops he could 
raife, marched out to face the enemy. 

In the mean time Alphonfo had takrn Naples; fo 
that all the kingdom was now in his po(feffion, except 
Caftel N UOVO, in which Regnier had left a ftrong gar
rifon, and was gQne himfclf to Florence. where he 
.,as received with much honour: but after he itad 
Ibid a f~w days there, and found he could ·no longer 
continue the war, he went to Marfeilles. During this 
(hort interval, Cafttl Nuovo hi1d likewife fallen into 
the hands of Alphonfo; and Count Sforza perceiving 
he was not able to cope with Piccinino and the Pope 
in la Marca. had recourfe to the Veneti~ns and Flo
rentines for fupplies both of men anu money; rep 
prefC'nting to them, that if they did not take proper 
meafures to check the ambition of the Pope and King 
Alphonfo, whilft he was in a capacity to amft them, 
it would fcon behove them to IQok [0 themfelves, as 
they would afterwards certainly join with the Duke of 
Milan, and divide Italy amongft them. To thefe fo1-
licitations the Florentines and Venetians were for 
fome tim~ in doubt what anfwer to return, as they did 
not care to break with the Pope and Alphonfo, and 
,h~ir attention was likewifc at that lime wholJy turned 
upon affairs at Bologna -. 

• Bologna •. or Bononi., lies about $0 milt. north of J"lorenc:e, 
lin" soo miles north·weft of Rome. on leveral little rivulet., and :a 
~vi~able c:apal. i~ one of the molt fn.lilful plains of bal1' aoci ia 
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AmAibal Bentie%1gtio dnven 

Piccinino out. of that city, and to defend himfclf 
8gainft the Duke of Milan" (whn fuppmced 
demacdcd aid ,the d envr""ms Flnrenthzee9 

who readily granted it: fo that whiUl,their forces 
were ewployed w:hat rhey 'S"w:ere 
whether they fuould be able to ama: Sforza. But af
terwards, when Annibal had entirely the better 

his eYverbry, that v!fair was O%1%1r, 
'tines determined to fend him relief. However, in 
wzder thewfelve'S vgaivB {he Duke" they" 

pbev, rveevwed the deague with him, to. 
whch the Duke himfelf was not averfe: for though 

hah in meefilre w 
1.1pOn th~ Count ~t a time when Regnier had g~t 

~anyvi~lli~~~~~4t~;rlY ~~t: it, Ce 
did not care co have the Count alfo deprived of his 

the'Sdore %1ot hi'S 
that others fhould fend him fuccours, but wrote him
(elf to defire Alphonfo would'return with hie forcer 

Neyds givv C%1tIOt nn difh4ibanev, 
whic~ h~feemed ,,~ry .unwillin~ to comply wit~: but 
eiynlicvnng ObllyetlOvc to We Duke" he laft 
quiefceh, anh withYrew with his troops to the other 
fide of the Trenta. 

WV'SV thuy In """""H'.~'·"""" 
the Florentines had fome difturbances at home. A-

~~~~~~!¥~;~~::;:at tt~ ::~eh "~\~::ita;p%1ni was 
one of whofe reputation conmo de' Medici was more 
Jealout ihan thet of perliev; at 
not only very great credit the City, but was ex-

t 

~l~~t~~~c~~U~~~:~:~le r::'· it8~~:g~i~~~:b~h~~::~1l~e:jn Mo. 
Ilaflerit:s. and the riches and fine paintings i~ t~emo The inhabitant1 

t" "moum abou" 7",0000 Ft IS See ;"0 A"e" 
gifhop, "01hlone the conl,d",able 'B:Jniverlities in Europe, Cub. 

~1U~:,~te; ~~re~' 1~~~ ~il~e~=~r¥~!s J-tg~:;j;, Ther~ci:n ¥~f~'!!:! 
e¥d • 
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. -cet'dingty beloved by the foldiery, whore afFeaions he. 
had gained by his bravery, humanity, and good con
'duttwhen he commanded the troops of the Repub
lic, as he had done upon feveral occafions. Befides 
which, the remembrance of the vittories tbat had 
been gained by him and his father (one of whom had 
taken PiCa, and the other defeated Niccolo Piccinino 
at the Battle of Anghiari) made him refpetted by 
many, and feared by others who did not defirc any 
'more' afTociates in the Government. But of all their 
Generals Baldaccio de Anghiari was certainly thc 
moft eminent; nor was there any man in Italy at that 
'time who furpaffed him either in courage, or military 
fkilJ, or bodily accomplifhments: and having always 
commanded the Infantry, they had fuch an opinion 
of him, that it was generally believed he coold influ
ence them to execute any purpofe, and that they 
'would follow him in any undertaking whatfocver. 
This Baldaccio was very intimate with Neri, for 
whom he had,the higheft e{teem on account of his 
'valour and otber good qualities, of which he had 
long been a witnefs: but it was a connexion that ex-
cited infinite jealoufy amongft the reft of the princi .. 
pal Citizens, who thinking it dangerous to let him 
enjoy hi .. liberty, and frill more fo to imprifon him, 
refolved to have him difpatched; in which, fortune 
teemed to fecond their defign. Bartolomeo Orlan
dini was then Gonfaloni.er of Juftice; who having 
been fent to defend the pafs of Marradi, when Nic
colo Piccinino invaded Tufcany, had 1hamefully de
ferted it, (as we have before related) and abandoned 
all that country to the 'fury of the enemy, which, 
from the nature of its fituarion, was of itfelf almoft 
inacceffible. So flagrant a piece of cowardice, pro
voked Baldacdo to fuch a degree, that he could not 
help expreffing his contempt of him, both in public 

,converfation, and the letters which he wrote to his 
friends, in terms that no~ only excited Orlandini's re

, fentment, but made him, thirO: for revenge, and flat
. ~r ~imfe1f -'hac he 0l0\Ud c~tinguiQl tbe infamy of 

the 
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the faa, by the death of his accufer. To this refo
Jution. fome other Citizens were privy, who encour
aged him in it, and f~i~ by fo d~ing he would fuBi
ciently revenge the lnJurh~S whIch he had fuffered 
himfelf, and at the fame time deliver the government 
from the, fear of a man whom it was dangerous to. 
employ, and might be their ruin to difmifs. Orlan
dini therefore, being confirmed in his purpoft: to af
faffinate him, {but up feveral armed men in his apart
ment; and the next day when Baldaccio came to at
tend at the Palace (as he did moft days) to confer 
with the Magiftrar.y concerning the pay of his fol
diers. he was ordered to wait upon the Gonfalonier 
immediately i which he did, without fufpeCl:ing any 
danger. As foon as they met and had taken a turn 
· or two in the gallery which is before the chambers of 
the Signiory, they began to talk about their affairs, 
and at laft coming near the door of the apartment 

· where the armed men were concealed, the Gonfalo. 
nier gave them a fignal: upon which, they inllandy 
rufhed out, 41nd as Baldaccio had neither arms nor 

· attendants, they foon difpatched him, and threw him 
out of the Palace window that looks towards the Do.. 

· ~ana, or Cufiom-houfe, from whence he was carried J 

Jnto the Piazza, and after they had cut off his head; 
· his body was expofed there all that day as'a fpecbcle 
to the People. He left only one Son, who was but 
a boy, and did not long furvive his father. His Wi
dow Annalena, being thus deprived both of her Hur
band and Child, refolved to have no further com
merce with the World, and having convened her 
houfe into a fort of Convent, the fhut herfelf up in it 
with feveral other Ladies of Noble families, and there 
fpeRt the reft of her days, in aas of pirty and devo
tion, immortalizing her memory by endowing and 
calling ~he Conveqt after her own name. 

• Tbis '"ague and indircriminate manner of (peaking. reem. ratber 
• ftroke of partiality in tbe author; aa it i. well known. that thefe 
other Citizen. were tbe Medici, on whore family Machiavel wal de
~ndent when be wrotc tbis hiftory. Compare this witb wba~ be fa),1 
if bU implU'tiNh, iD tile .DcdicatiOil to Clement VU. . 

This 
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This tragical eveDt gave a confiderable check to 

Capponi's intereft, and diminifbed the number of his 
partifans. The governors however did not ftop'here: 
for as they had now been ten years in the adminiftra
lion, and the authority of the Balia was expired, many· 
began both to talk and act with mtlch greater freedom 
than they thought was conftftent with the fecuriryof 
the State. In order therefore to eftablilh themteIves 
in their power, they judged it neceffary to revive that· 
Court;. by which they would have an opportunity of 
ftrengthening the hands of their friends, and mora· 
effeCtually deprefiing their enemies. With this view. 
the Councils inftituted a new Balia in the yeif J 44411' 
which confirmed the prefent Magiftrates in thd-r rei=
pcaive departments, vefted the privilege of chufing 
the Sigoiory in a few hands, and new-modelled the 
Cblllltery of Reformatioll, depormg the Prefidcnt Philip 
Peruzzi, and felting anoth~r'perfon at the head of it, 
who they were well afi'ured would conform himfclf to
their inftrudions. They likewife prolonged the ba.. 
Difbment of fuch as they had before fent into exil~, 
icnprifoned Giovanni the Son of Simone Vefpucci. 
and deprived all tbofe of their honours and employ
ments, that adhered to thdr enemies; amongft WHom, 
were the SoDS of Pietro Baronce11i, the whole family 
of the Seragli, Bartolomeo Fortini, Franciko CafteL
Jani, anet many others. By fuch means they at the 
fame time regained dtetr former authority and repu
lation, and quafhed all oppofltion: and having thus. 
got C'ntire poffeffion of the Goyernment at home, they 
DOW began to turn thcmfc1vcs with more attention to 
foreign affairs. 

Nicc:olo Piccinino, as we have already {aid, was 
abandoned by King Alphonfo. and Count Sforza 
grown fo powcrfu. by the amnance of [he Florentines 
that he attacked him near Fermo, and gave him fo 
total an pverthrow, that he efcaped with. but very 
few of his men to Montec:echio; where howcVtr he 
fortified himfclf in futh a· manner, that being fOOD 

rejoined by almoft all his fortes, he was able to de-
fend 
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fendbimfelf againft the Count; efpecialJy, as be 
was favoured by the approach of the Winter, which 
obliged them both to fend their troops into quarters. 

During the courfe of the Winter, Piccinino's chief 
care was to recruit his army, which was alfo not a 
little reinforced by other fupplies from the Pope and 
King Alphonfo: fo that as foon as the Spring came 
on, both Generals took the field again: but Picci
nino's forces being much fuperior, reduced the Count 
to fuch extremities that he would have, been utterly 
ruined, if the Duke of Milan had not interfered, and 
once more [natched the ViCl:ory out of his adverfary'. 
hand, by fending him word that he muft inftantly· re
pair to his Co~rt, for he wanted to confer perronally' 
with him about fome affairs of the utmoft importance 
to himfelf. Upon this, Piccin-ino, cager to know 
what thofe affairs were, immediately pQfted away to 
Milan, and left his Son Francifco to command the 
army, relinquiihing a certain Vi&ry for vain and' 
fallacious hopes. For the Count being aware of this, 
refolved not to ,negleB: fo great an advantage, but to 
draw the enemy to an engagem~nt if poffible in the 
abfence of their General; in which h~ fuccceded ac
cording to his wifh, and not only routed Franrifcds 
forces, but took him prifoner ncar Monte Loro. 
Niccolo on the other hand, finding himfelf decoyed' 
by the Duke, and hearing of his Son's misforwne 
foon after his arrival at Milan, was fo aWetted with
it, that he died of grief in 'he year J'H5, at the age 
of 64, a more valiant than fortunate commander. 
He left two Sons, FrancifCo and Giacopo, whote va
Jour was by no means equal to that of their father, 
and their fonune ftill more unfavourable; fo that the 
glory of the Braccefcan party was now in a manner 
totallyeclipfed, whilft the arms of the Sforzas, be
ing Alore fuccefsful, daily increafed their intereft and 
reputation. The Pope therefore, now Piccimno was 
dead and his army diffipated, not'expetling mud. 
am france from Alphonfo, refolved to come to an ac
commodation. with Count Sforza, which at lift was 

8 
, - - brought 
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brought about by the mediation of the Florentines J 
jt being agreed betwixt them~ that Ofimo, Fabriano. 
and Recanati. towns in]a Marca de Ancona, fhould 
be rtilored to his HoJinefs, and that the Count fhould 
J'cmain in pofTeffion of the reO: of that territory. 

After this peace, an Italy would have been in 
tranquillity, if it had not been prevented by the dif
turbances that hap'pened at Bologna. There were. 
then two very powerful families in that City, the 
Cannefchi and the Bentivogli: AnniOal was head of 
the latter, Battifta of the former. To create a mu
tual confidence betwixt thefe: two families, and to 
avail themfelves of each other's affiftance, there had 
been feveral intermarriages betwil(t them: but 
amongft people that afpire to the fame degree of. 
grandeur, it is much caller to contraa an aUiance, 
than a friendfhip. Bologna was in league with the 
Venetians and Florentines, a treaty having been made 
with them for that purpofe by Annibal Bentivoalio. 
after the expulCK>n of FrancifcC) Piccinino; but Bat
tifta Cannefchi knowing, how defirous the Duke of 
Milan was to have an intereft there, had engaged in 
a confpiracy with that Prince, to difpatch AnnibaJ, 
and deliver up the City into his hands. Accordingly, 
when they had concerted proper meafures for the 
execution of their defign, on the 24th of June, J 44~ 
Banifta and his accomplices fell upon Annibal, and 
killed him: after which, they ran about the Streets" 
crying out, lAng li'IJt t., Dulc, Df Milan. The Ve
netian and Florentine Commiffaries happening to be 
in the Town at that time, immediately retired tOo 
their houfes upon the firft rum our of the raa:; but' 
afterwards, when they faw the people run together 
in arms againft the murderers, and bitterly lamenting 
the death of Annibal, they took courage, and hav
ing joined them with their domeftics, attacked the 
Cannefchi and their followers, whom they foon got 
the better of, killing fome, and driving the rell out 
of ' the Town. Battifta himfelf not being able to 
make bis cfcape, nor his enemies to lay hold on him. 

hid 
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hid himfc:1f in a vault, in his own houfe, where be 
ufed to keep his grain: but the people, after they 
had fought for him in vain all day; though they knew 
he had not got out of the City. at 1aft came back to 
his houfc.", and fo terrified the fervants with their 
threats, that one of them dilcovered where he had 
concealed himfelf; from whence (hey pulled him out~ 
covered with armour as he ftill was ~ and after they 
had put him to dt:ath. they firft dragged his body 
through the lbeets, and then burnt it to athes. Thus 
having vainly depended upon the Duke's victorious 
arms to f~pport him, he peri1hed in the attempt, fot 
want of proper fuecour. . 

The death of Battifta, and the txpulfion of his 
whole family; put an tnd to that infurrection indeed. 
but the City frill continued in great confulion; for 
thete was nobody left of the houfe of Bentivoglio 
that was capable of governing it, as Annibal had 
left but one lon, a boy of only fix years of age, whofo 
name was John: fo'that it was apprehended fome dioA. 
vifions would arifeamongft the friends of the Ben. 
tivogli, which might open a door for the return of. 
the Cannefchi, to the utter ruin, not only of their 
party, but of the whole City. Whilft they wen: in 
this perplexity, Francifco, who had formerly been 
Count of Pappi, happening to be then at Bologna, 
fignified to the principal Citizens, "that if they had 
a mind to be governed by a perfon that was of An
nibal's blood, he knew where to find fueh a one: for 
about twenty years before, one Hercules Bentivoglio, 
• Coulin of Annibal, being at Pop pi, had enjoyed 
a young woman ~f that place, who afterwards wat 
brought to' bed of a fan, whofe name was Santi; and 
that he bad often heard him acknowledge the child 
as his own: whieh fecll1ed the more probable, as 
there was a very ftrong refemblance betwixt them .... 
This fuggeftion was Iillenrd to with much eagerncft 
by the Citizens, who not only gave credit to the ftory, 
but immediately fent deputies to Florence to fec the 
young glan. and endeavour to prevail upon Ncr •. 

Cap-
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'c-appoai, .and Cofimo-dt' Medici. to deliver him' ~~ 
\)aem. 
, Agnolo da Cllrc~re,tlR! ~puted father, was dead, 

-ad Santi bMnfdf . itt tbat time under the cafe i)f an 
uncle, whofe. name wu Antonio da Cafcefe. This 
Anaw was a rich man, had no children of his own, 
and li.eP in greit fri~ndlbip ~ith Neri, who being" 
iafot~d of there circumftances, thought it was an 
roff'er ..nOt to.be defpifed, nor yet to be tafhty Ircept
Cd ,'ad therefore- desermined [hat Santi fuould be in
troduced to CC)(imo,together with the deputies that 
came from Bolognar wher~ they, might hear what 
cd parey bact to fay. for themfelves. This being 
none, the deputicf IKJt only. acknowledged Santi, arid 
tXatcd him with.me higft~ft n:r~a. but w~re almoR:' 
JUdy to pfOtl:tate thtmfel·ves b¢fOl'e him, out of the 
anc:iellt ·toft they bore tf) ,his family and friends. No
thing, hOwever.,. wucondudt'd upon at that time: 
but Cofimo.w.king,Santi afKle, raid to him, "Young 
D1aa~' tt1r~C' t! nobody that is capable of advifing )'Qtl 
jOwdt in fU(h a clfe as yourfdf; and, I would nave 
yonfoUow the dittates of your own genius: for if 
,on ar~feaUy the fon of Hercules Bentivoglio, you 
.. ill nato rally afpire tG' fuch atHons as will be worthy 
ef your father and':hi-s family: but jf you are the fon 
of Agnolo Cafcefe, you will of ~ourfe incline to con ... 
lio\1e in Florence, and {pend the ref\:- of your life in 
c:ombing wool, or fome other ruch vile occupation. It 
The young man, who before feemed indifferent about 
the matter, or rat~er unwilling to acct'pt the offer, 
bei.ng tlung with the farcafm. made an[wer, " thac 
he wo.,lti lea.e himfdf .wholly to the diretlion of Co
liino and Ne-ri _ and as they thought proper to com
ply with the requeft of the 'Bolognefe, he was fooo.. 
pto.yickd with. rich cloths,' harres, and equipage, and 
a 'few Efays afterwards condutled, in the midil of & 

num.c:t:ou~ attendance' to Boloona, where he was ap
point~d Govc:rnor" not ooly of Annibal Bentivogtio'. 
cbild~n, hut of the City, and behaved himfelf with 
fo much prud~oc:e in thofe cllarges~ that, though molt 
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01 h,s' predecdfors had been murde~d_ b.y tqeir ene
mies, he, on the contrary, lived all his days in gint 
hCMour, and died-a natural· death. . ." 

~ After. Niccolo Piccinino was dead, and a peace·con .. 
~luded in la Marca, the Duke of Milan. ftanding in. 

, need of another General to 'command his fortes, made 
fome fecret overtures for that purp9f~ to Ciarpcllone, 
who had returned iI,lto Count Sfol'u's fervic:e9 ' and 
was one of his molt experienced officers.;· and Ciar-. 
p.e1lone having accepted the offer, demand«i leave· of. 
~e'Count to go to .Milan,. that he might take poflH._ 
fion of fome Cafiles, whkh the puke had given him 
j~ the late war~.. But the. Count fufpeaing his de
fign, caured him, in the firO: place, to ,be arreftcd ... 
~nd ioon after, to. b~ ·put to deuh.., thar the: Duke 
might not avail himfdf of his fervice. if: any fu.Cure: 
Clifference lhould happen betwilK them .. pretending; 
that he had difcovered a confpiracy, in which he was
engaged againO: him.. The .puke, indeed. was tho-, 
~oughly exarperated at the difappointmeDt; bQt j" 
was maner of joy to the Florentines and Venetians.; 
who were always jealous of.a·n;y. connexion that might" 
make the arms of the Count fltbferv.ient. to the power 
and ambition of the Dukt'. Itt ferved, however,' to 
~xc.jte frdh tr.oubles, and kindle' new wars in' 1. 
~3rca. . 
.' Gifmondo Malatefta· was at tht time Lord ofRi. 
m.ini, and as be had married the Count's daughter, 

• Sigifmund Mala~db. or Gifmondo, as Ma~hia\"e1 calls him, WD 
a Phil%ph~r. ~n Biliuria". a great Suldier, and one of the mol re~ 
I\owned Commanders of the tif:eenth Century. Eut thefe accom
plilhm~nts weI e ob/cured by Dlany very bad qualities. For be.u 
exceeding profligate :md prophane, ridiculed all Religion. denied 
the Immortality of the Soul. an,l fluck at notbing to ferve hi. pri
vate in"ereft and ambit·ion: by wblch behaviour he fo offended Pia. 
II. that he elCco!1lmunicated him in tbe year ,+6~. Thi. Comman
der. in conjnnlHon with Count Sforza, routed Antonio Orddafli. 
Lord of Furli; and afterwards making Wilt upon hi. other nelgh
hours. olmoft always with good funers. the \'eoetians made him 
theh' General. He then palled into tbe Morea, and took Sputa, and 
feveral other places from tbe Turks. At his leturn. tbe FlorentiDes 
and Sienele appointed him Commamltr in Chief of tlleir force., to 
suake war upon Pius j but he was not fuccefsful ill that. He died 
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e!cpected to have obtained the government 'of Pefaro.' 
from him: but the Collnt, foon after he had got' 
p'olfeffion of that place, gave it to h'is own brothe~ 
Alexander, \\Ihich was highly refented by Gifmondo. 
and what exafperated' him ftill more, was, that Fre
derIc di Morttefeltro, his declared enemy, had taken 
Urbin'o from' him; chiefly by the affiftance of the 
Count. Upon thete provocations, he went over to: 
the 'Duke, and ,earneftly follicited the Pope, ~nd the: 
King.of Naples, rb make war upon his father-in-law; 
who, in orde.r to give Gifmondo a tafte of the war 
he feemt'd fo fond of, refolved [0 be before-hand widt 
them, and attack him'in the firft place. This pre
fendy filled all Romagna, and l~ Marca with tumult. 
and confunon: for the Duke, the King of N~ples, . 
and the Pope, all fent powerful fuccours to the. aid of 
Malatefta: and on the other hand, 'both the Floren-' 
tines and the Venetians fupplied the Count with what' 
Morrey he w:ll'1ted, rhough rtiey did not .~t!nd him any" 
ri'len.' Nor was the Duke content with carrying his r 
arms into Romagna, 'he deIigtled likewife, if pOffible/ 
tt>"Chip the Count Of Pontremali and Cre'mana .: bul' 
the former was defended by the Florentines; and' the' 
latter by the Venetian·s. From theft '(parks a fre!h 
war was kindled ~p in Lombardy, Yo here, after fame 

080ber 6, '46" :It the age or fifty one, leaving many children;: 
amoogft whom was ~obert Mlllat~fta. a' famous \}'arrior in his day,. 
wbo was a Geueral in the Venetian. fervice, and afterward. com. 
mantled the anny of Sixtll. IV. againrt Alphenlo, 'K.i'ng' of Naples,' 
and the rttl: .of his- allies, whom he routtd in ·t.fth. .Lhe Pope or
dered an .Equefirian Statue to he ereaed for him in. St. Peter:'· 
Cr-.ur(;h~ The l\1'lbtefii were a very po\\erflll'family. ~nd gO\'erned 
both PeF.lfo and kimini a long time; in the btrer t!I~Y lIIaint:lilled 
tbemfcl'les above t",o hundred yean. CIt'I)lt'nt VII,· at laiI: took it 
from Pandolpbo M .. latena, who dier1 in poyeny at ·Ferrara. Mar
cbeftlli & 'San/Uvino Orlg'. Iii famig. It:tl. 

• Cremona .is the cJlpital of the Crenlone(e, in.the; -Duchy of Mi
lan, lituated upon the Po, 4S miles [o~lth.e3.(t of that Ciry. Here 
Prince Engene, the tmperi;!1 General, fllrprized Ihe F rCllcl1 General 
M.irfhal Villeroy, in his bed, and carried bim oft iu'the year 1702., 
a.nd .wonld infallibly have taken the City, if the troops. appointed 
tb [upporr l{im, had not Ion their way. The f'Jince entered the 
town' in the night by a lilbterraneous p~lf'~ge, .... hkh had been an I 

aqueduCt .. ~t\ ,'ctufllcd [~~ fame way, ",iul vl:ry ljttle 10[i. 
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~irmifh~s in the Cremonefe, Francifcc> ~iccminOt thf. 
nuke's Genera!, was totally defeated by Mic~le[[o 
"trendun, who commanqed the Vcntt;aD forces, in 
a~ 'engltgement that happened near Cafal. This vic
tory fQ e1,tcd the Venetians, thoat they began· to cou
ce,ivt bopes of m~king themfc:ly.cs maftcrs. of aU tbe 
rl.l;11~t"·s qominions: for: which purpoft, they fent a 
c9r:nmi(r~ry ... itl) an army towards Cremona. whO'. 
tQ,ok Ghlara,dadda by affault, reduced the whole coun
try round about ir. except Cremona itfdf, and. thell 
p.aftingthe Adda, m~de iOl:urfions \,lp to the v~ry gates . 
of Milan.. I n this exigrncy, t1u: Duke ,had re,ourfe: 
to King ~lphonlO, for .-uccoms i reprefeDting to hiIll 
tbe dang~r hrs owndQminions would be in, if Lom~ 
hardy ihould fan into the hands of the Venetians:. 
u.pon ~hich confiQeration, Alpbonfo promifed to fend 
hiin d~ fl,1,"cours herequefted, thqugh it wOllld be " 
VtlY qiflicul.t mauer, he faid, to fiod any palfage 
iot.o Lombardy, if the Count fllould eOdefYOUr t~ 
pJcvent it. H,e therc:forc likewife applied to the 
Count hinlfdf, whom he carnefily entreated .not to 
abandon his r.ther-in.)aw, no\Y h~'was weighed dowp 
w.j~Q ycars, and ha~ lei his fight. The: Count, in
~fd, was not a little fnrag:-d at the Duke. for tak
rog part in that war againft him; a~d 0'1 the other 
ha8d~ he could not help lookillg with fome jealoufy 
qll the power of. tbe Ven(tiaAs, and ,he de&lency. of 
Ilis remittances, as Ihe kague btgan te grow very 
fparing in furnifhing him with fupplies: for the flo
rentines were now freed from thofe apprrhen60nsof 
t~e Duke, whkb had formerly made tlMm fo much 
Carefs tht' Count; and the Ven~tial1S witlKG· ta fee 
him ruinrd, ·as he was the only man that could pre
nnt them from becoming maners of all J..om.bardy. 
Neverthelefs, 'whilft the Duke was thus endeavour
ing to draw him over to his interdb, ,nd ofFered bim 
the command of all his forces, provided he would 
~ave the V~netians, and reftore what "he 'potfdfed jD 
J. Marca to the Pope, they alfo thouglat proper to 
fend Amba1fadors to him, with a pr-omifc of Milan, 
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if ihey it~ and the d t,Z2tOPS dor 
life, upon condition tbu he would continue the wat 
in lSi M"ca; Z2tbftrZ2tCl the patrape od ihe 
which Alphonio was going to lend loto Lombardy •.. 

The uffer~ Z2tf tr:h,e Vas:¥etienss:¥Js:¥tr:e ... E:ampting, 
and &:he he had E:neeived· frotn them confider':' 
able, as tbey had entered inw the waa [iE: fe~ 
CUfSi Cramena to CGRJnt: Z2tn concrary~ the in
jUl"ies the Duke had done were frefh hi&: mind, 
anh he his pmmifnn wn,n always Bnfincere, and 
not to be depended upon~ He therefore was drlnbc 

rdPluti(€:n to &:ake for ,nn onn lida nnnfidered 
his engagements with the league, the forf~iture of hi, 
bonnurll w:he gnnd m:hey bad Pone him~ nnd 
the ~ promifes~ of ~~rther rew~rd: on the. ~ther '" ~h.e 
COuld onm: he1h beIng mnaed uy em:reanns om: hIS 
father.in.Jaw,~ nor to fufpetl: there was fome latent 
pnillnn thn mabnifknKH ,mnre 
him by the Venetians; efpeciaHy as he was fenfible, 
Ihni if nner m:hey th,ir ends, lhnu/d 
h~ve nothing to truil (0 but their mercy and hohOUT 
fOi the uurfm,g,annU of and even fOg his (iWn 
preferv;tion, aad (hat of his dominions a condition 
to no m:aife we:zuld nncr emnpt 
compelled bf downright n('edIiey. But the ambition 
oh m:he d enez:inns, Inri, put an nnd Conol's 
fufpenfe; for as they had formed a delig.n of feizing 
unGn Piramm:eaa, th±~ nffiftnnce thm:e Ct
ti~zens th~re, ,wi: b ~whom they he~d a correfpMdtnct. 

cXinled theIr tore" to ,lTLarnE£ thGZ: way thXingh 
upon a different prettnce; but their rmenuon being 
difcoVXiXiDd thold gnuenuDd foa the 
Count, they not only faBed in that attempt, but err
ti%'dy In!i thn by it, uzho, fu rz: her 
{:on6deration, or regard, immc:diately went over tG 
thD Dnke. 

Y'ope Eognr:lius being now dead·, was fucceeded 
bD Nicholae: V. and thn Couut hn.d altuads:¥ udvuEAced 

0' '" 

• The name. this Pontif, before his eltaltation, wis G~brie1i 
Cwadclmuzlo. Wb' garD at a EAuegeian at v£>unc, aaD {IIC~ 
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with all his forces as far as Cotignola, in order t() 

pafs into Lombardy, when he received an account of 
the Duke of Milan's death. This .eveJ;lr~ which hap,:, 
pened on the Ian: day of Auguft, 10 the Year 1447 .. 
exceedingly embarraifed the Count; for in tbe firO: 
place he began to be apprehenfive his men woulcl 
grow mutinous for wane of the arrears which were; 
due to them: and in the next he was afraid of the 
Venetians, who were already armed~ and he knew 
would rdent his abaQdoni~g them and joining the la[~ 
Duke. Alphonfo was his ancient enemy; and he; 
could put no confidence either in the Pope or th~ 

ceeded Martin V. in the year 'HI. His Pontificate was an unquiet 
one. as he was involved in w.an, and dillurbe'd with fchifms and ec~ 
c1efiafiical fedition, during the greater pal't of it. Being forced from 
Rome by the arms and intrigues of the Duke of Milan. he fled tcj 
Florence; and refufing to go to the Council which he had fum_ 
moned to meet at Bam, he was depofed for contempt (as haa been 
(aid before, in a note, toward~ the laller end of the fourth Book of 
this Hillory) anti the Antipope, Amadeus, Duke of Savey, or Felix 
V. frt up in hi' room. At lalt, how~yer, after ten years abfence, he 
returned to Rome, made a vigorous oppolition to his enemies. wbo 
""ere making great" havock'in the ecdcliaRical State; and'at the fAIlle 
time fent a fieet -by fea, and an army by land, al;ainft the Turk. un
der the command of Iii. Legate Juliano Cefarllli. He was very in_ 
conllant and dc:lultory in his aaions at the beginning of hi, rt"ign, 
aDd led away by evil CoOn(els; but afterwards, aaed ,,'itb prudence 
and relolution. ~lIt an indifferent fcholar, though pretty well ycrred 
in hifiory; very liberal, efpecially to men of learning, whom he fa
yourrd and preferred; a great benefaElor to tbe Religious Orders, to 
rome of which he granted le\'eral privileges and revenues. and in
creafed the foundation I of 01 hera. But he deligbted fo much in war, 
tbat belide~ tho(e be III:tS embroiled in himrelf in Italy, he inttigatcd
the Daupbin of Frar:ce to march with a great body of horfe againlt 
his enemies at Dafil: and afterw:mis fent LadiIJ:ws, KIDg of Poland, 
with his L"~:llc Cl.'larmi, ar,aiuft the Turkti, of I.IohoOl tbey cut of 
tbilty thoulanc, in a battle betwixt Adriallople and tbe banks of the 
Danube I but tbe King and the L-egale were alfo killed at tbe fame 
time. flatinA aeds. that he \\'a5 accounttd very Uria to his word, 
exupt <:A·/ltn Ir, l.aJ madl a promift <which it "'-'{U betftr 10 rt'(:GI, lluut 
lv-jo1m. Qu. Does he mean btzl£r for himfelf or other s? He died in 
the 6;d year of Ilis age, after he had rcign(d almo1t ,6 yean. See 
Platina. S"ontlan. Annal. -

Tbe&~flc:a,on lle ma,'e jull before he expired, is remarkable. and 
a proof that thole that poll~ls ,he higheR dignitiel find them tq be 
ml:re vanity. \Vhen he W35 going to bn:ath( his 13ft, be turned to. 
wards· fome friers \\'ho Rood by' his bcd-fide, and (aid with:l dee~ 
flgh, tbat it would hMe conduced milch mOle to hit falvalion, if be 
had never b~en either Pope or Cardinal. Launoius Epitt. ult. Part. 
i. p. b. Edit. Cantab. 
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Florentines; as he had taken many towns from the 
one, and the ather were in league wi,h the Venetians. 
He re4"olved however to face them all, and avail 
himfdf of fueh expedients as might afterwards oc
cur; well knowing that fortune ufually favours ruch" 
as are bold and active, and turns her back upon thof~ 
that give themfdves up to indolence and defpair: 
bcftdes, he was nQt without fome hopes, that the Mi
lanefe would be obliged to have recourfe to him fot 
protc:tl:ion againR: the ambition of the Venerians. 
Taking courage therefore, he marched into the terri,; 
tories of Bologna, and having paffed Modena and 
Reggio, he encamped with his whole army upon the. 
banks·of the Lenza, from whence he fent to make 
an offer of his fervice to the Milanefe. After the 
death of the Duke, his fubje:tts divided into faaions~ 
one party being defirolls of forming themfelves into 
a Republic, and another of living under the govern
ment of a Prince: and of thofe that chofe: the Jatter. 
fome were for having the Count, and others King 
Alphonfo to reign over them. Thole however, that 
refolved to live under a free government, being more 
united amodgft themfelves, ae: .laft prevailed over the 
other party and etlablitheeJ a Commonwealth upon 
their own model: which yet many Cities in that 
Duchy would not fubmic to~' in hopes they fhould 
be able to become in dependant as well as Milan: 
and even thofe thae: did not afpire to be ablolutely 
. free~ refufed to be governed by the Milanefe. Of 
the latter, Lodi, and Placentia put themfdves under 
the' protctl:ion of the Vehetians: but l'avia and 
-r.lrma· maint~ined their own liberties. The Count 

• The Ouchl of Parm'!. Wal affigned to the Houfe of Aullria, af. 
ter the de:uh 0 the bre: Duke, who had no children, by a treaty be
twixt the Emperllr Charles VI. and France, in the year J736, and 
1"he Houft of Aultria took poffeffion of it accordingly; againlt whic&. 
the Pope protefi:ed, claiming it as a Fief of tile Holy See, The Court 

'of Parma in tbe reigns of the late Dukes of the Houfe of Farnefe. 
1"al one of the moll fplendid in Enropt.-Tht late Queen dowager of 

. Spain was a daughter of Parma, whofe elddt S'J~ Don CaJ'los. tbe 
"refent King.of Spain. waa to h:l\'e fucceeded to thi," Duchy. al1ll 
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bci,ng informed of there divwons, n:~ovcd to Cr~-: 
mona, where it was agreed betwixt Commi1tioQcr9 011 

his part, and others who were fcnt thither by the M~" 
lande, that he lhould be commander'in chief of thoC' 
forces. upon the fame terms that had been offcre<\ 
him by the Duke: and funher, that he lb~uld have 
Brefciaceded to him, till he could make himfclf 
mafter of Verona; after which, the: fOimer fhould be 
're{lort~d to them·. . . . . 

Before the death of the late Duke, Pope ~icholast 
had taken pains to re.eftablilh peace amongft all the 

that or Tu/eany. by.virtue or a treaty betwm moll of the PPIIFers 
of Burope: but the <hUlen of Spain a'nd he~ Son were content to reo. 
linilwlA tbeir intereA in thofe Duchiee,. inc:oriidf:ration of boa; 
Callos-, being confi.cm~ in . the D.:iminions of NaP.les and Sicily! by 
the ~o¢'e of Auitna, In the year 1716. Qut by the treaty of A,x ra 
Cb.He, in tille year 17+8, die D,ucbies of Parma, Placentia. aDd 
Gu:iftalla, were ceded to Philip Duke.of P.u-ma, {«oaelSon of the 
~een of Spain, and Brother to Don Carlos. . . 

• Pililip Maria Vifcohti lelViog oRly a natura' dau~lakr, whOla-hI 
had ~vell in lIIarriage to Francis SfOI'ZIl, feveraJ. Pnaa.ccs laid-daia 
to the D\lc~y of Milan. The Emperor Frederic HI; pretended it 
."'" efcbe:w!:1 to Ihe Empire, a5 tbe lall Oake left' nO legitimate 
child rea. A~plumro, ·Killg of Naplcs_ founcled his.dail1l upon cbat 
Duke" will, in which he had appointed him hilt heir. The D.ke of 
Orleans ail edged the right of confanglIioity; he being the ron of 
Vale.tina, t~ Duke's filter, Sforza urJ.ed. tllat the faille Dcate lIad 
adopted him, 'and added to tJli., hi, WIfe" right. Spoodaa. AnDal~ 
ad ann. ~44-1. No. vii. From thefe oppo6te pretenfioo., therefore, 
the Ci~zens of Milall tbougbr they had a faii' opportanity of t",DiR, 
their SWte into a R.epublic ~ fur which purpofe. blfing eiCaed twet. 
Magiltratl:s, wbom they ailed" Coneenators of the Pe.nt ' thel 
to~ tbe lace Duke's will to pie~es, and appointed Sforza Gmeral tif 
their' army. Tile !aft part of their comlud' wal •• r,..i~u4ac. 

. and ill fuited to the defign they had of cftablilhing " repubhcan ~ 
vernment in their city. They did not confider, tbat no circulllJlance 
can be 1II0ro favoorable to a man, who "..aotl to BCt poIItlSOJI of • 
fceptce. tbaa the putting a (word into his hand;. ".", (~ 
lA;htUla a 911f{Ja tJJtJ1ID eht 'lIMOIt lutln" Vianoli. Hilt. Veneto tom ... 
. It 604- Spondanus obl\r\'e5 very joftly, that fevcril4 cities ~1I illto 
]lavery at that time. througb an elttefs of eagemef. to avoid it. 
Ji'atliDn' arofe witbin tl14fe cities 1 fometimel tlley wouW haft one 
(orm of government, and fonu:timCi another; and. when one of tbere 
faaion. got the' uppt:rhand. it ffiewed· nQ merc;y to the etbC!l'. Was 
lIot this paving the way for lIavery? Mtdiou,,,,.jrs ftr<ulllltltf. ,. ft Ii
lP'fa,is illlJlOltltflS uat; &. 111 i,. "is fieri 1R!S trat cw;/1lhuIJ ltiJl~. 
iI/IIIII/lidi rpurr-nlts, mlltuis dilfonJDniblls muhlita,ioMj'llU flltW.rI.,/6-
<u;tldi <uillllljltrluba"t. Spond.lD. Annal. ad ann. 1449. No. 7-

t This POlltif obliged the Antil'lOpe FdixV. to renounce all hi. 
~reu:~4ons to the Papac1. celebrated a Jubilee in the year f4iO, aGd 
,. -.' ..... . .' '.-

I . Princes 
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frioces of Italy. For w~jch purpofe, he ufcd h~ 
~ndeayours with ,the .Ambaft'adors whom the Floren. 
,ines ha4 fen~ ~o congratula~ him "poll his c~altatioq 
~o tM Pootificate,. that a coaference might be hel4 ,t Ferrara, in order to treat of a lailing peace, or 
at lcaft.a 10Dg ccff~tiQD of arms. Accordingly a Le4 
gate was difpatched by his Holinefs, to meet the 

. Plenipotentiaries appointed to aftCmble at that CiCJ 
t>J the V ~ftCtians. [he Duke of Milan, and tbe Flo
rentines: but King Alphonfo did not fend any thi .. 
~her. , He then lay at Tivoli • with a pat body both 
of horre and foot, ready to ruppon the Duke in an, 
~Jndertaking ~ and it was generally thought that as 
foon as they CQuld draw the COUDt over to their in
(erefts, they would openly attack the Venetian. and 
Florentinc:.s: and that they were only anufing . thaa 
In the mean while with talking of a ptace at Fer
lara, to give the Count time to ~t with his forces 
~nto Lombardy. For though Alphonfo did nOC fen4 
any Ambalfador to the conference there, be gave 
them JO underlland he would ratify whatever the 
Duke fhould think proper to agree to. It continued 
many days, and [hera were warm debates whether .. 
. ,nice for five y~ars, or an ail>folute peace fboulcl be 
concluded: at laft, all parties confcntcd that it Otoulcl 
. be left to the Duke of Milao's option to determine 
~pon either oDe or the otber, .. IS· be liked beft: bue 

~rowned the Emperor Fmierick m. bot being territiecl with. ~- . 
fpiracy formed againft him and the Cardinali, by Stephen Porcari 

. (an account of lIl'bieh the reader will meet .. itb towards the end 0( 
this book) and the taking of Conitantinople by the Turb. ~e r.n 
fick allil died. ill 1455. He was a sreat RAorer and r .. ourer of 
learning. He gay!! many thourand books to tb Vatican Library. of 
which, (omo (IV. he wal· the FOIl.cIeF i and coIle8ed • vd nuD;tbtr 
of Greek aDd Latin MaDu4:ripU, at an incredible ex~e. Plati.~ 

. • The adtieDt Tibnr of the Romans. It i. in the Campagna eli 
: ...... itaete4- upon the lIift!' Tewrone. abaat· I' miln t*' tie 
~ bf Rome. The Palace of the family of Eitel Duke. or Modena. 
wbich wa built h,r& by Cndinal HippGltm d' Me. i. nrueh ad
mind for ita Arcmldtaw, Sculpture, Piaintin, •• noble Gardeftl add 
V/aterworka. Tiyoli it DOW .. little toWn, bat tile See of a Bi."" 
and rubjea to the Duke of ~ pt'OptietGr ef &J. Ala""etat 
~cc ""eye.me~ ,. 

his 
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his Plenipotentiaries, who rr'turned to Milan to 
know his pleafure in that refpect, did not arrive 
theriC after was tf event, the 
Milanefe were defirous to hav.e a Pc:ace: but the Ve
Detians now refufed to· ftand to their 3ereemenc, as 

~~~~:: :4~~~r~~in th:i~eeter -, o:n:~;i~: 
that Lodi and Placentia had immediately fubmitted 
to upon the death of the Duke, they made no 
tlookt uf rededeg all his ke,rr&inious± zi
ther by treaty or dint of arms, before any body could 
come to their fuceour; efpecially as the Florentines 
were that itmaure· uoint beinu em-
broiled EO a ~ with Alph;::snfo. '"' 
. That Prince was then at Ti·voli (as we have juft 
now and being diC€:iC€:mineh to pre{~~eute . he-
figo3t T~±f±~iCRy, e±:wrdink the hl:n the!: had 
been concerted betwixt him and the late Duke, thought 
the wilr, which was now begun in Lombardy, would 

~~; h~m afoot±~:r:r~±riC;ro~:;nffl~~~~;lili~~~s,o;e~~~; 
lie 'proceede~ to a~ open rupt.me with them:. for 
Vhlfflh nurpolffl, havlnn fflntere,~ mto a ±:;±ffls·refponPfflfflce 
witf . in .. fortrVf that in 
the upper pirt of the Vale of Arno, he foon aftet" 
made himfelf mafter of it. The Florentines were 
not li~de ibis ufflfflfflpeCteh ftroke iCnd 
feeing the King had now commenced hoftiliries, they 

. immediately augf1'ieilred their forces,. created a Coundl 

tar, an~h~l~;~:~ dige~±~,:r;~d eiCpdition. bO; 
.he ±orherhand, J.(ing Alphonfo had already a~vanced 
with his w hole army ioto the rerriroric:s of Siena, and 
tried the mffl±?ns he fflould get d±:±Hef
.fion of that City '*; but the Sienc:fe cOQtinued fa firm 

:tti:??d ±m i~i::??~:i~;, :i~c±m±f:;Z~~:;;±f±±1 t~~d with a "'??'Jus 
old wall, and defended by a citadel. . The town is thinly inhabited, 
but elegantly built, and the Cathedral efteemed one of tbe finei 

to 

~ 
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10 their alliance with the Florentines, that they would 
neither open tbeir own gates to him, nor admit him 
into any other place under their jurifdiCtion. The, 
c:ondefcended fo far however, as to furni1h him plen.
tifully with proviliQns: for which, they thought, their 
own weaknefs and the ftrcngth of the enemy would 
be a fufficient excufe. . 

The King therefore gave up his defign of invading 
Tufcany by the way of the Vale of Arno, as he had 
at fir/l intended; for the Florentines had not only re
taken Cenoina, but were. pretty well provided with 
forces to oppofe him in that part of the Country: 
Jlpon which account, he fuddenly turned off toward, 
Volterra, and furprized many fortrefi"es in that neigh
bourhood. From thence he advanced into the terri
tories of Pira, where by the affiftance of Henrico anel 
Fazio de' Conti, heads of the Gherardefchi family, 
he took feveral Cames; which gave him an oppor~ 
tunity of making an afi"ault upon Campiglia, thougla 
he did not fucct'ed in it; as it was refolutely main~ 
tained by the Florentines, and tbey were favoured 
in their defence by the winter feafon. The King 
therefore having left fufficient garrifons in the placC$ 
which he had taken, not only to maintain them, but 
to make excurfions into the neighbouring Countries, 
retired into quarters with the reft of his army in the 
terrilOries of Siena. And the Florentines being noW' 
fecured from all further danger by the feafon of the 
year, began to raife more forces with aU pollible di~ 
ligence. and appointed Frederic Lord of Urbino, 
and Gifmondo Malatefta Governor of Rimini, their 
~enera)s. For though there had been an inveterate 
~nmi[y betwixt thof~ two Commanders, yet :their dif· 

pieces of Gothic Architeaure in Italy. It is the See of an Arch. 
bllhop, and an Univerfity; and here is an Academy likewife of Li. 
terati. The Sienele are f.,id to {peak tbe Italian language with 
great~r purity th3n any other people. The City is at pretent fubje& 
iv the great Duke of Turc3n~', who bas been fovereign of it ever 
~l1l:e the year 1555; till which time it was a powerful Republic" 
and of len contended lII'jtb the Florentines for empire. The Em. 
fc:ror of Germany ia now pofielfed of it aa irand Duke of Tufc:an~. 

. ference. 
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Itrenus were It taft to hapl>ily compofed by the prtt-

. derace of Ncri Capponi; and Bernard~uo de' Medici, 
t:ht Flo~,,(iDe Commilfaries; that they took the fidd 
tftn m the depth of wiour,.and havillg recovered thote 
f)~eJ that. hall iken t8k~n from ~hem. in the terti
tottell of ,t'lfa, and Volterra, tMy to- brJdl~d the' ex
curfioos of Alphonfo's garri1on~, which before ufcd 
.o·~oor aU the coais:that lay ut>on the Sea, that they 
wtre hardly abfe co fuppor. rhtmf~ves in the towns 
dley were left [0 defend.. . 

A t th~ return oj (he Spring' the CommifTaries af
fe-mbkd their whole army at SpedeJetto, whkh coo- • 
lifted of five thoufand horft, and two thoufand foor • 
~nd lOng Alphonfo advanced with aU his forets likl!
~f~, amounting to fifteen thoufand, within a league 
6f Campiglia. But whtn Ivery body e»~ed 'he 
.ould have f", down ag.irt before that place, ht fud. 
~nly turned afide to Piombino, imagining he could 
tanty make himfc:li mafter of it. at it was bot if). 
.sitferendy proyided for a uege: and he knew if he 
tboeld fSJcce~ in [he attempt, it would be vtry ad
YlIllageous to himfelf, and of the utmoft prc:jodice 
to the f'JortntiMS': for being in poffeffion of tha 
IOWA,' he fhould be plentifully fumiChc:d .itk, all man ... 
fttr of provifions by Sea,. and ha.e it in his power t6 
diftn!ff the Florentines [0 the 11ft degret', by laying 
tW whole, Country round Pifa 'under contribution, 
.ttd (pinning aut the war ~t long n he ple·afed. The 
Florehtines were not II httle .. I armed at this ftl'P, 
bot' hating conOdered what was bdl to be done i. 
,!itA' citcum{bnces, t~y thought if their forces 
.,.Itt gain tlte rhickets and woody defiles· of Cam
i'iglr&'; ;hey might oblige the King tithtr to make a 
fhameful retreat, or fight them at a manifeft difad
'f'in'tage: For' thht purpofe, they armed' futir Ga4. 
leafi'cs - ~t Leghorn, and havirig ~mbarked three 

# Gate:lfl'es, or double' Galtiet. are 1ar!tt, lent built, heaty .tfrel~ 
....tIkh ufc borb (ails and oars, and are the biggeft of all rbe vee-chi 
that 10 with the latttr. The-y carry geneta111 about twenty gun ... 
ad ;r ~at JlaUlbcr of iuall anns, l1Je latter dih:ly ia the ftern '*' 

hUD-
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hundred Soldiers 9D boarc\ pf them; t~f' jOu~ 
meant to tbrow them into Pio.mbino: af~, wh.ic4. 
their army pofied itfdf ~ Cald~eI "~1~ i~ ~ytd 
not· be attack~d widwut m~h d'i,fJicu ty, juc;fging tll~, 
fafer upon kcond t~o~gllts, than tq l~e ¥l,o",ft W-9q4, 
and thU:,k.ets, qr \1pon ~n oPel) plain, w~qe uq 
muO: of ,cpurf~ be expo~d to grea,[ c,ianger •. T~ 
f\Jpplies of provifioos l~Y drew from th~ ncighb,,,r,. 
il?8 town~, whi,ch ~ingfcw in Dumqcr, an,4 th.i~, 
inhabited, were: DOt ~hle to furnifh them wilb" (Qf ... 
tid,ent quan~ity: fa tnllot thu wer~ ia great W4~ 

. cfpeci"By of ~lLW :. far as tb,crcr was ~oQC prod~q i,,: 
tbofe parts, and they cQ.yki Rot the., gc~ P.l\lctJ ffOIJl 
othcr placet, i,e w~s nqt p~~e t~ere iP~ ~. 
cnaugh for every olltC. fWt ~~ J(i~gP~ ,rmy, N$oo 
~ithftan(;iil)g .11 ~~ tndcav~~rs of ,he F1~~i~ (ft 

cHt off' in camm~nicatiOf1 w~~h tbe ~qumry, h;w". 
rhe Se~ ftill opea, was pl~DtjfD~y fi.lpplie4 witl, ~, 
li)aooer of necdfiuirs, except forage. Of wh~~~ tk 
florentines being aware, refolvcQ W cr, if tl\q-y co~.l4 
Mt likewife furlJi1b their troqps "'~tt.a prOV~J.Q,IIf ifl\' 
t~e ~0lC manner: bu~ haviAg .~~ ~~ir f~ Ga
le~f¥:s with provilions, &fId fent (MPl tq. Sca for t~ 
purpofc. they' wcr~ met by fenn ¢ tbe· Kif)g'& ,Yc-=
jfls whith took. t~oof tqem~ a:nd obli~d t.~ othu. 
tp return int~ port. This ditaftur h&viljag unerJy f:. 
ting\li(becJ the ho~s .~i.cb their iWc~s ~Q cqllJ'e~VCl4 
C)f beiQg fQPplied with ,provilions by ~e., ~ Qf tJ~~, 
f9r~img par;tic:s which confi~d ,>f ~~e tWQ! ~. 
"red, defer.red, ... d went, ove~ to th~ King" ch~fty 
l~ want of WiM; C\;ld many 4?l.~c:r$ be8~ s~ mu.:mu~. 
~nd faid t~ey ~'ould £lay po'loogc, ill thac h~ ~Q~" 

~. ",,& tl)~ -.. lAd • bo"Cprit, wlW;b.llf'o neter to lie takeA crow" or Jowcr(d, as ~hoy lila} be in Galli~s. Tb~y h'4vc t~irty t1rO 
Wenchcs of rowen, and five OF fill men to each bcpC;h, wlt)l'th~ 
tirel .r g1lnl io the kead, OIIe ow« the ot"er. of ' .. 0 gUlls each, 
whi~h c!U'ry tPirty.~, twenty.fout, lU14 telJ'P4fWl~'" Tbo Ve
IIeti'a1l1 are 110" the only people that ure Galtafc:s, TlJe FreDell 
.ade ufc of theM form(rly~ Scaliger;$ of opinioA, thlt wbat Pliny 
Cjlll, J.qag Sbipa, were w~:p ''0 c~ ~ ..,.. ~ lIb~ "Ml 
that ofthe Algonallt" .• 

try, 
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try, where there was no wine to _ be had, and the 
water was fo bad they could hardly drink it. 

The Commiffclries therefore, at laft determined to 
quit that ftation, and endeavour to retake fome other 
Caftles, which ftill remained in the hands of the 
King; who pe-rceiving that his army (though it dId 

.. not want any fort of provi!ion, and was much fupe
rior to that of the enemy) was Iikewife dirninifhed 
every day by the diftempers which are i~cident to 
thofe fwampy parts that lie near the Sea (efpecially in 
the heat of Summer) and which raged at that timt 
with fuch fury, that numbers fell lick, and many 
died. Each fide being thus diftrelfed, fame overtures 
cf peace were made, in which the King demanded 
fifty thoufand Florins by way of indemnification for 
the expence he had been at, and that Piombino fhould 
be left to his mercy; which terms after they had been 
canvalfed at Florence, many who were delirous of It 
peace feemed inclinable to accept; alJedging that they, 
could not fee any probability of coming off with ad
vantage in a war that muft be fupported at fa valt an 
expence. But Neri Capponi going himfelf to Flo
rence, ufed fuch arguments to dilfuade them from it, 
that the Citizens at laft unanimoufly agreed not ta 
make thofe coneemons; 'and not only took the Lord 
of Piombino under their proteCtion, but,promifed ta 
fupport him effeaually both in peace and war, pro
vide'd he would be faithful to them, and defend the 
tOWQ for the future in the manner ,he had already 
done. Of which refolution, King Alphonfo was foon 
informed, and feeing his army fo diminifhed by lick
nefs, that he had no hopes of reducing that town, 
he immediately raif~d his Camp in 'as much confulion 
and diforder as if he ·had· been .routed: and having 
loft above two thou1"and of his meJ;1, he retreated wlth 
the rel\: of his army in a feeble and languilhing con .. 
dition into the territories of Siena: from whence he 
returned after fame time into his own kingdom, highly 
enraged at the Florentines, whom he threatened witb 
a frefh invafion at the return of the fi}ring. 

Whilft 
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,'Whilft things were upon this, footing in Tu(cany, 

Count Sforza being in Lombardy and now appointed 
Commander in chief of the Milanefe forers, endea
vourrd in the firft place" to make Francifco Piccinino 
his friend, who was likewife in their fervice; that fo 
he might be indue-ed to favour him in his future un
dertakings, or at leaft not to oppore him with much 
v~gour: after which, he took the field with his whole 
army. The inhabitants of Pavia therefore, being ap
prebenfive they Ihould not be able to defend them
felves againft fo. great a force, and at the fame time 
very loath to be governed by tbe Milanefe, made the 
Count an offer of their City.; provided he .ould not 
fuffer them to fan under the: .domination ,of taat State.' 
T he Count was very ddiroul of getting pofr.ffion of 
Pa.via, as he thought that would be an aufpicous be
ginning, and furnilh him with a colourable fTetencc 
to prolccute his other. defigns: nor was he at aU re
drained either by fhame, or the fear of bc.ng re
proached with breaking his word; for great me:1 com. 
menly think it a difhonour to lofe, 'but an homor to: 
gain any thing, ('ven by fraudolent and peridious 
means. But he was afraid if he accepted theotrer, 
he fhould exafperate the Milanefe to ruch a degree, 
that they-would throw themfth:es into the arms cf the 
Venetians.. and if he did not, he thought the Pllians 
would p\lt themfdves under the protetiion of the 
:Quke of Savoy, to which, many of thenl fecned 
very much inclined: and in either of thofe: cafes he 
plainly faw he fhould have no further chance of nak. 
iog himfelf mafter of Lombardy. However, as t:ere 
feemed to be lefs danger in taking that City himtlf, 
than in letting it fall into the hands c.f another, heie
termined to acccpt of it; perfuading himfdf, thathe 
1hourd be able to find fome way or other, of pacifyig 
the Milanere. For which purpofe,he reprefc:nted :0 

them the extremities they muft have been reducd 
to if he had not afled in that manner; fince othe
wife, the Pavians would certainly have given up the'." 
City eithtr to the Venetillns or the Duke of Savoy-· 

an 
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and then the State of Milan would have ~ UJ~ 

1 tbat" mull thc::teefotee be bcE::t~ 

for "~; to have him for their neighbour, . :*bo "'.as 
tbac:: fric::eeG tee an err:gmYi and a yc::rr::y 
powerful one t<X!, as 'eithe~ of the ~?~hets would.. 
be. But the Mllc::c::efe havmg neeE::t ddC::Oyeec::ed ~~c 
Count's ambitious gefigns, and the objed he had-

! - -" II" olD vu.5?' W'"''"= ..... i a )1" iiJ... • ih • prAee"itpa c:: .~~iA 'ii= __ i i. .. • i?i.ey' 
thought propc::t, heeee~ever, ~ diifemble for a cim~,.. 
beE::eeufe if they broke with thE:: CeeUDt, m::hcy did nO£ 
kneeE::t "leem dfe w haVE:: receeurfe t~ except the de
nctians, whofe intolerable arrogance. and' tlraanical 
miE::tner geeeecrnmg, iL~.Jld eeot ~link eef "i~b
out dread and abhorren~ They refolvcd thereP.ue 
not ro lc::;ach (rORgE the atdUlt caE::te. 
but to avail themfel~es of his affiftance for a while. 
to dUarE:: thern agai;dJ: d:;;ggeE::t witf wfdh they 
were: tben threatened, hoping that when they were 
exc::ticaeeg w:leefe l:iiiceeitieti thed fhi?e~ild gnd 
~me reeans to gtt rid of him. For d~y expeaed to 
lie 4E::ttaLked eeeet VE::E::t(iaeee, biRAm:: by die 
Genoee. and alfo by the Duke of Savoy, in behalf 
obChnks of Orkeefts, uho was w:o of 
~hil~~ the ~eedDuke of Milan. But the Count hav .. 
IDd !WE:: qulc::t Dee eA;~ny 

kft 0 deal with but tbe Venerians, who. were de
teg-rnhc::d to inv4£be Miiantfl wja-b a pov.-A;E'fuI 
arm" and had already got polfdnon of Lodt and 
Pb~o.tiA; ; latiA;r ub wbief hE::u.eYA;A; w,;;-,w: now i ... 
vcftd' ~y the Count, and, after a loog ficge, retakeD 

plE::E::dmcl bl hiw: iOldi4£fS. kAoom he then feM 
intcquarters (as -the winter -was coming on) and.re
ti~g himfelf 4:0 tlm oE 
tha feafon in repoft with his family. 

~arlb in yy;ring~ bOil thee MiJA;nefee and the 
Voetian armies appeared in the field; the former be~ 

defieows to ~hCOVA;e c::f~. 
wrds, podlhk, to come to fome accommodation 

the Vek"iA;e:iaE::'w: • as they fetiUBd the 4£zp4£eeCtl 
o Abc kAlr E::tere lfkely to very heavy, and grew 

more 
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mOre and more fufpicious of their General, ther at
deh.dy longed for a peace; that fa they mig~t guar4 
agamft the defigns of the Count, and afteh-yards en~ 
joy themfelves in quiet and tranquillity after theit 
troubles. TheY' refolved, ther~foret that their forces 
lhould lay liege to Caravaggo, imagining, that if they 
could make themfelves maners of that fortrefs, L'odi 
would foon be forced to furrender. The Count 
obeyed their orders, though it was his own defire to 
have paffed the Adda, and fallen into the territories 
of Brefcia: and having fet down before C:J.ravaggio~ 
he fortified his Camp in fuch a mar.ner with ditches 
and ramparts, that the V~netiatls could not attack 
him but at a very great difadv'antage. They ad.:. 
vanced, however, under the command of their Ge
neral Micheletto Attenduli, within two bow fuots at 
him, where they continued feveral days, and had 
frequent fkirmilhes with his forces.. But he nill car
ried on the liege, and reduced the cafHe to fllch ex~ 
tremities, that it could not hold out much longer: 
at which, the Venetians were excee~ihgly mortified, 
as . they apprehended the lars of .that fortrers would 
totally defeat all their other defigns in that expe
dition. After many difi)utes amongft the Comman
ders concerning the means of relieving it, ther~ 
i"eemed no way left but to attack the CoUnt in his 
trenches, which yet could not be done without ex:' 
treme hazard: but they had fet their hearts fo much 
upon the prefervation of Caravaggio, that the Ve
netian Senate, though naturally timorous andaverfe 
to any doubtful undertaking, chafe rather to· run the 
rifque of a defeat, than lofe the Callie, and with ir, 
all further hopes of fuccefs in their grand enrerpriU'. 
With 'a refolution, therefore, to attack him at all 

. events, they got undc·r arms ver.y early next morn-
ing, and falling upon that part of his Camp which 
\Vas the weakeft, they at firft threw his whole army 
into fome diforder, as it generally happens in fuch 
fudden ind uoexpeB:ed' alfaillts. But the Count foon 
rallied his men in ruth a manner, that the enemy_ 
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after many attempts tp force his trenches, were nOf 
~nly repulf~d, hut fo tot~l1y routed and difperfcd, 
that out of twelve thoufand· horCe., of which their 
army confifted, not quite one thoufand ereaped; and 
as all their baggage and carriages alfo fell into th~ 
hands of the Count's foldiers, it was the greateR de
fear, and the heavidl lars, the V cDetians had ev~ 
fuftained before that time. 

Amoflgft the reft of the prifoners that were taken,. 
there happened to be one of the Venctian proved i
tares, who, during the whole courfe of t~e war, an4 
particularly a little before the baule, had fpoken in 
very contemptuous terms of the C6unt., callmg him. 
(I Bajlllrd and (I CDWIl,d; but when he found himklf 
at his mercy, a~d recolleeled what he had done, 
making no doubt but he Jhould be punithed as he 
really deferved,. he threw himfe1f, trembling and 
~eeping, at the ~ount's knees, and (as it is the: na
Jure of bare fpirin, to be infol,nt in profpcri~y, and 
abjeel in adverfity) humbly befought him to pardoD 
llis offence. U pan which, the Count lifting him up 
lrom the ground, bid him take cour~ge, and fear 110 

harm: but raid, .. he could not help wondering that 
a perfoD of prudence and gravity, as he affetled 10 
be thought, tbould be guilty of fuch ill manners If 
;he had been. in fpeaking fo injurioufiy of a perfoa 
who had d9ne nothing to de~rve it from hi.Ql.: that, 
as to t~e things which he had reproached him with, 
h~nei[her could poffibly know, nor prevent wlila.c had 
paifed betwixt his father ari4 .mother berore he was 
born, and therefore ought neither to be applaudt~ 
nor upbraided for their aerions: but that h~ WOlJld 
:venture to affirm one thing however, which ~as. that 
.flnce he was capable of aaiDg for himfelf, he h~ be
.haved in fueb a Q}anner •.•• D9t to mrrit rcpfC
rhenfio~ fr.om anyone: of which, both hc~ and his 
Senate . h~d many at\d recen~ prQ9fs." . And bavil)g 
.advifed him to [)e more modeft £Or the future, in (peak
Jng gf othea, and t9 pro<:cc,J wit1!. .grc~~ c:autiQtl 
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Bnd deliberation in the ~xecu~ion of military under. 
takings~ he difmilfed him. ' 

After this advantage, the Count marched with hig 
viaorious army into the territories of Brefcia, and 
having prefently over-run aU the adjacent Country. 
encamped within two miles of the City. The Ve
netians~ on the other hand, after their late defeat; 
having reafon to apprehend that it would not be long 
(as indeed it happened) before he made an attempt 
upon Brefcia, had fortified, it as well, and with as 
much expedition, as their circumftances would ad
mit: after which, they began to raif~ frelli forces 
with great diligence, and having coUected fame feat
[ered remains of their late army, applied to the Flo
rentines for the f\lccours they were obliged by treaty 
to furnifh them With, in cafe of neeeRiey. And the . 
Florentines, being now no longer embroiled in the 
war with King Alpho'nfo, accordingly fent two thou
Cand horre, and one thoufand foot to their affiftance 2 
aU which reinforcem(nts put them in a condition to,-
treat of peace. ' 

It had almoft always been the good fortune of. the 
Venetian Republic to recover twice as nluch by treaty, 
liS they had loft in an unfuccefsful war; and they 
now knew that the Milanefe were exceedingly fufpi
cious of the Count's defigns; that the Count was noC 
content with being merely the Commander of their, 
forces, but fecretly afpired to be abfolute Sovereign 
of Milan: and t.hat jt was in their own option to con. 
dude an alliance with either of diem; as one fide 
would naturally be prompted to join them by ambi. 
tion, and the other by fear. 'But having marurely 
confidered the matter, they determined to come to an 
accommodation with the Count~ and to offer him 
their affiftance for'the redutl:ion of Milan. imagining. 
that when the Milanefe faw they were betrayed by 
the Count, it would provoke them to fuch a degree, 
-that ther would throw themfelves into any other 
hands, rather than fubmit to him ~ and that when 
they were reduced to fuch circumftances, that ther 
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~o\lld neather defend ,themfdves, nor put any furth~r 
confidence in the CO\lnr, (having no other refuge) 
they mutt of courlc fly to them fur protettion. Hav
ing come to this refuiution, they began to tamper 
wllh the Count, whom they found very wdl difpoled 
to a peace. efpecially when he perceived that he him
ielf fuould thereby reap' the fruits of the late victory 
at Caravaggio, which, would othc:rwifc: redound tg 

the honour and emolument of the Milanefe alonf. 
A treaty, therefore, was foon concluded· betwixt 
them, by which the Venetians obliged themfdves [0 

, pay the Count thirteen thoufand Florins a month, till 
he had conquered Milan; and to furniih him with , 
four thoufand horfe, and two thoufand foot, as long 
as the war lafted; and the Count, on 'he: other hand, 
engaged to refcore to the Venetians, all tbe towns 
and pI iloners, and whatever die he had taken from 
them, during the coucfe: of the war: and to It'ft con
rent with fuch places only, as were in the poffe:ffion 
gf Duke Philip, at Ihe time of his death. 

When the news of this treaty arrived'at Milan, the 
inhabitants of that City were: much more dt'jetted at if, 
than they had betn elated with their vitl:ory at Can
vaggio; the Governors complained, the commOQ 
people were outrageous, the women and children 
wept bitterly, all of tht'm exclaiming againft the 
(:ount, as a traitDr and perjidifius u'rt/ch; and though 
they had not any great hopes left of being abJe to pre
vail upon him, tilher by entreaties, petitions, or pro
mift's. to change the refolution he had taken; yet 
they fent ambatfadors to him, to fee what he could 
fay for himlelf, and what face:: he put upon fo un-

, grateful and wicked a manner of proceeding. When 
~hey were i~troduced into his prcfence, one of them 
thus addrdfed himfelf to him: 

" Thofe that feek to obtain any end, commonly 
wnake \lfe either of fupplications, gratuities, or me
naceS, to thofe whom they have to deal with, in hopts 
~.hat being either moved by compaffioD, biaffed by 
felf-intcreft, or ttrrified with thrcats, they may, at lall 
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tie induced to comp'ly with their requefts: bu't as 
none of thefe: three di{fC'rent methods of application 
make any imprdIion upon hard-hearted and rlpacious 
men, and fuch as are buoyed up with an opinion of 
their own great power and fi;;nificance, thofe that 
endeavour either to foften them by entreaties, gain ' 
them by prefents, or frighten them with menaces •. 
will foon have the mortification to find ther are la
bouring to no purpofe. As we have, therefore, at' 
bft, though too late, difcovered the cruelty, the am
bition, and the: pride" of your heart; we are noW': 
come, not to alk any favou~, nor with the leait ex
pethtion of obtaining ir, if we ihould afk"; hut to 
rt:mind you of the kinJne!f~s you have received from 
the people of Milan, and to upbraid you with the" 
un;;ratdul manner in which you have requited them:' 
that fa amongl'! the numberlefs miferies and calam;·: 
ties which you have brought upon us, we may at 
leaft enjoy ~he pleafure of reproaching )"OU with thf'm. 
Recollect the circum!hm:es you were in after the death 
of Duke Philip. You were at enmity wirh the Pope, 
and the King of Naples. The Florentines and Vt-ne
tians, whom you had fo barely deferred, could not help 
ref~nting the affront, though they had no further oc
cafion for your fervice, and looked upon you as an 
enenly. You were debilitated and exhaufted by the 
war in which you had been engaged agaiilft the Church; 
you wtre left in a nlanner witoout men, without mo
lley, without friends', or any hope'S of being able to 
preferve your own dominions, and former reputation, 
which muft have been inevitably loft, if we had not 
been fimple enough to take you into our bofom, oue: 
of the reverer.ce we bore to the memory of our late 
Duke. with whom you had entered imo fuch treaties, 
nnd contracted fa· near an alliance, that we had reafon 
to expect the" affection you proferred for him, would 
have defcended to his fubJects; and that when you 
confidere<i how many favours we had added to thofe 
yeu received from the Ouke, the union betwixt us 
would hive cQElttDacd firm and indiffoluble: .upOQ 
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which account, we not only puntl:ually fulfilled all 
his former engagc!1lents with you, but gave you the 
aaual pofidIion of Brefcia [00, till you could make 
yourfelf matter of Verona~ \Vhat Gould we either 
give, or promife you more? What greater favours 
could you have received, or even hoped for at that 
time, we do not fay from us, but from any other 
State ?-For thde unexpeC!:td kindnelfes, JOU havo 
Jecompenccd us in a manner, which, we muft own, 
was hkewife altogether unexpeaed and undeferved by 
us, ,Nor was this the firft inllam.:e of your perfidy. 
fpr no fooner wt:re you invefted with the command 
of our forces, but you. took. poffc:Oion of Pavia for 
~ourldf, contrary to all the laws of juftice and equity 1 

from which firft fample of your friendfhip, we might 
well have learned, what we bad to expect from you 
for the future, This injury, however, we bore with 
patience, in hOp6S that fa great an acquifitio,n would 
have faciaccd your ambition: but alas! we find to 
our forrow, that fuch as grafp at the whole, will ne
ver be content with apart . .,.... You promifcd, that we 
tbould enjoy all the conguefrs you afterwards made, 
well knowing, that what you gave us at feveral times, 
you could take from us all at once; as it· has hap
pened in faa {inee the viaory of Caravaggio, which 
being purchafc:d at the expence of our blood and 
treafure, has been unhappily perverted to our ruin. 
"\V retched are. the States that are obliged to be con
tinually in arms, to defend their liberties againft the 
attempts of ambitious invaders;. but much more fo 
arc thofe lh:lt are forced to employ mercenary and 
pedidious foldiers, like you, for that purpofe. May 
our fate, however, be a warning to 'pofterity, though 
we ouriClves were fo infatuated, as not to remember 
how the Thebans were" trnted in .the like circum
fiances by Philip of Macedon; who, after he bad 
been their ~Mral, and conquered their enemie~ in 
the firft place turned their enemy himfdf, and thell 
llfurpelA the fovereignty over them. We, for our 
pilnS, c.npo~ with juftic~ b~ ~cc~fed of any othtf 
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{.aWt, but:Of having put 'too ·much confidence in a 
perlon whom .e ought not to haVe trufted at all .. 
ofpetiatty if we had caUed to mind his former bCha-: 
~iourt . &ad . been upbB bur gUard, ai we ought to 
Irave been, .jgatnd: .is rettlef! and unbounded am
Ibition, which was never faris6eci ift any {late or con
dition: a pt'rfon who had betrayed the Lord of Lucca. 
f'xfortcd fue" 171ft rums (rGm the Florentines and Ve.J 
lJetians, treated our late Prince with contempt~ in~ 
fulted a Kin~, and (which; was ftill more heinous) 
bad rebeUed againft God, and p~rfecuted his Church 
in fo arrocto\HI a manner. we ought not, indeed~ to 
have ..flattered ourfelves, that fuch a rna" would treaf 
the- Milal1~(e" \lith m·ore refpect thin he 'had done 
thofe great ~nd powerful States i no.. to have ex; 
~tted, that one who had fo often violated his ·en
gagemtnts W'ith otbea:s, would ever be faithf!ll to us. 
The imprudenc~t however, for which others may 
condtmtl . vs; caft bt no excufe for ,our treachery. 
nor ikreftf),GY froln the -infamy With which you ",il 
be bral\dld~ when -'it is known to the world hen' 
much reaf()h we have to make there compla~nts. Does 
Wi&t your eftil1 c:onfcience - reproach you? Do you fC"tl 
flO remorfe when you reftett, dust you have turned 
..chofe arms upOn outfelves, .hich we had taken up .0 drlendour laws and libertieS againft the invafionl 
"<jf others? We appeal to yout ·own breaft. Do you 
"at look IIPon JOWrftlf as a Parricide? Can you deny 
·that you· defetve the fevere'fi: and moft exemplary ctf 
~H punifh~eDls? Rue if you are fo blinded by-ani
bition, that you are not capable of judging yourfelf, 
tlte whole wond has been witnefs of your iniquirie~, 
and will rife op in evidence againft you : Godhirri. 
ftlf _ill open your eyes, and make you fenfible .or 
J<>ur mifdeeds, if the moft ·flagrant perfidy, if per
jury and tteafoh a~e crimes in his fight: though, in
deed, hig Dioiine Profidence fometimes permits the 
wicked ro efcape with impunity for a while (as die 
cafe may be at prefent) to be tbe inftruments of his 
.vengtarKe, and tG bring about rome great and· good 
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purpofe that i~.Yt4j(~ernible to our eyes .. Flatter nOI 
¥~~rfdf. therefore~ with the, hopes: of :cert~in vic ... 
tory.. . r ou h;lve l~ttle reaCop to exptct the fuour of 
fleaven i. and we, for our, Pffts, . arc:. dtt~rmin~ to 
defend our Jib~rties li~e then,.. ~cl in cafe. we"cannot; 
preferve them, to 'fuQmit tQ any, oth,:r. Prince, rather 
~han we~r your yoke. Bl.l.t if,. ~$, a c;h,fiifem«:nt for 

. our fins, and ,in fpiJe of our ytmoO: tndeavours to the. 
,optrjlry, w~ lhould h~ve, the :misfortQnc after all, tQ 

become fubjeCl ~o you" qepend upon it, that a do
~inion \.Jfurped by fraud, and fo.~ndeQ ,in violence, 
will end Wilh ignominy, apd uttqr ddtrucftion to 
),ourfdf or YOLlr childr~n.". 

The Count, though inwardly ftung with thefe re
prQaches, did ~Ot $e~. ~ny extra()rdin~ry emotion, ei .. 
~her in his countenance, or' geftures, but calmly re
plied, "that. as they ft:emed ·bl~nded with pallion, 
he lhould in fo,m~ me"fur~ oy~rloo~ their indilcrctiop 
flndjlllapguage,. ,anc~ the hjgh -provocation they had 
given him in fo ~njurious a charge; to ellery par-ti
'f=plar of which, ~~e ,wguld". ,hoViever, h,ve· returned 
·fln 1lnfwer:, if th~re hllQ been any body ptefent that 
:~as cap,.ble of j\Jdgipg bJ:twi~t thero: as. he could 
Jl)a~e, it plainly appe~r, . that he hltd never y~t injurcti 
.t~e r.1~lanefe in. the leaft qegree; and that all his pat 
:~nd~avollf~ had bern :only ~o prev~nt them from in
ju~ing him. That they coul4 not hdp remembering 
.in ,wh~t m~nper ~pey had b~haved [0 him9' .rEer tht: 
'pa~tle of Caravaggio; when, infread J)f rewarding 
.hitp,fpr his fervices with the f~ee gif~ Qf either Brcf
'f:i~ or V~rona, as they had promifed, they were fe-
· ~rerly negp(iating a peace with the Venetians; that 
· ro, thr: odi1:'rn of th~ quar:rc~l might be thrown upon 
• hiql alope, ~bil~ they ran away with the fruit~ Qf 
~ th~ vitlpry, the q-lt:rit (.If COflcluding a peace, and 
fiJI the ot~er, adv!lntag~s he had gained them in the 

· f=ourCe of th~t war. T~ey had flO reaf9n. to (:om
-piaio, therc:fore, he faid, [hat he had made his peace 
; ,vith the Venetians, Lince they had endeavoured to dq 

(9 ~~l~Hlfe!,,'~~: ~~~ tP~t if ~~ ~~q pef~{r~d.~t a little 
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longer, it muft have fallen to his lot to reproach Ib". 
,vith that ingratitude of which they nowaccufed him, 
but with what truth, the fame God, whom they had 
fo folemnly called upon to avenge the injuries they 
pretended to have received, would n9t fail to 1hew, 
at the ~nd of the war; when it would be feen, he 
ma<ic no doubt, which of them had juftice on their 
Side" and was maft favoured by Heaven." 

After the Count had thus difmiffed the Ambaffa
~ors, he began to make preparations for invading tho 
Milanefe; and they being determined to defend .them. 
(elves, took Franeilco and Giacopo Piccinino into 
their pay (who owt of the ancient Jealoufy that fub. 
fifted befwixt the Braecefean and Sforzefcan parties, 
had always faithfully adhered to the Milanefe) in hopes 
of. being able by their affiltanee to pref~rve their Ii. 
berries; efpeeially if they could find fome means to 
petaeh. the V tnetians from the Couor, ·who they 
thought would not very long conJinue fo ftrialy unit. 
~. The Count was.·of the fame opinion, and there
iore judged it the beft way to ftrengthen the confc,. 
.deraey betwixt them, by motives of leIf.intereft, fiDee 
.other obligations- and engJigements did not appear to 
him fufficient. For this purpofe, in concerting their 
,plan of operations for th~ profecution of the war, he 
propo1ecl that t~ey lhould lay liege to Crema ., whilft 
pe with t~c; reft Qf their forces over-run the other 
parts of that Stafe. The Venetians fwallowed the 
.bait, and contiQuj:d firm to the Count till he had made 
.himfdf maLler of aU the ter·titories depending. upon 
,Milaq, and reduced the City itfelf ~o fueh extremities 
.by cutting off all co~munication wi~h the~ COUDtry~ 
and preventing any provifions from being brought 
.iDto it, that the Citizens defpairiDg of relief from any 
.other quarter, fent Ambatradors to befeech the Vene-

': • Crema i. the capital of a little Country, called Cremafco, uFon 
'the river Serio, which joins the Adda upon tbe borders of the Mi. 
·ianefe. There i. a fine Palace and a Caft1e, with other f'ortifi
Filion., which now make it fomething confiderable; though it was 
formerly but ~ ordinary town. . It is the See of I Bifbop, and at pre. 
{~nt fubj~ to ~ VClletilU1l!" • . 
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aians to commiferate their conditiaft. and 'ffia them 
in defending their liberties, as all good Republica~ 
Q.ught 10 do, ratber than fuppOtt R Tyrant in his am .. 

-bilious defigns. whofe tarter thet would not am .. 
wards be Able to check at their pteafure, if he fhouJd 
eV'cr. get po(fefl"lOn of Milan: infituJeting at the fame 
timr, that they muft not exp«t h~ would be! content 
with that part of the Duchy which was to faU to hii 
Rlare by the treaty he had fo lately entered into with 
them; fince it was well known he afpired to the 
whole. 

But the Venetians wore not yet mafters of Crema; 
and being loth to change fides till they .ere in por .. 
(emon of it, they anfwered the Ambaffadors in pub. 
lie, ,~ that as theywcFe in alliance with the Count; 
they could nOt fend the Milanefe any fuccour:" bot 
in private they fpoke in different terms, and defired 
r.hem to tell their mafi:ers, that they might depend 
upon their affiftance. -

The Count had now drawn his foret! fo near Mi4 
Jan, that he made an afiluJt upon the fuburbs: and 
the Venetians having at'laft' taken Crema, tbought it 
high time to relieve ,the Mitanefe, for which pUi-polt 
they entered, inlo 8 treaty with them, and engaged 
themfdves by the lira article of it to maintain therB 
in the fun- enjoyment of their liberties. Accordingly, 
as foon as the treMY was figned, tb~ rent orders to 
fuch of their forces as were with -the Count to leave 
his camp, and join [-he! reR: of their OWft arm)': .e~ 
quainting thtt COUM likewife at the fame time with 
.what tbey had dOMt and aHowing- ..ftim . [!went1 days 
.to accede to the- treaty himfelf if he pleifed. The 
Count was not at aU flftprized at this event, as he had 
IODg forefeen it, and daily expe&ed it would happen: 
ncvenhc:lds, when 'it did come to pa&, ~ was nO 
lefs chagrine~ at it than the MilaneR: had been wheR 

Jhe dd'trted them. - He therefore defired the Ambaf-
fadors wllo had been fent from the Senate of VeRice 
to notify rhe treaty to hi-m, that they would give him 

-(\Va days to confider ot ir, and th~_ he faid. be 
would. 
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would return them ao anfwer ~ during which time he 
refolved with himfelf to amu(e the Venetians, and not 
to gi ve up his prefent undertaking. With tbis de
Jign, he publicly gave. out that he would accede to 
the Peace, and fent Ambalfadors to Venice. with full 
power to ratify it; givinS them private inilruaiooa, 
however, not to do it upon any account whatfoever. 
but [0 protract. the matter as long as poffible with aU 
the cavils and artifices they could invent. And to 
make the Venetians believe that he was really in ear ... 
neft, he not only made a truce with the Milanefe for 
a- month. but drew off his forces from their walls, 
and fc:nt them to quarter in the neighbouring towns 
which he had taken from them. To this feint was. 
owing all his future fuccefs, and the ruin of the Mi
lanefe: for th~ Venetians depending upon a peace, 
were more remirs in making preparations for war; and 
tbe MiIanefe kc::ing a truct! concluded, the enemy 
drawn ofl~ and the Venetlans their friends, were firmly 
pcrfuaded the Count had given up all further delign 
of molefting them. A delufion that was doubly pre
judicial to chern: for in 'he firft place, it lulled them 
into te:curity, and made themneglc:ct to take proper 
JIlcafures for their defencc; and in the nexr~ as the 
coaft was now clear of the enemy and it happened to 
be iced· time, they fowed vaft quantities of their grain, 
which put it in t~ Co~nt's power to dithefs them fo 
much the fooner. But he on the other hand, well 
knowing how to make: an advantage of their over
fights, to~k th,e opportunity of this interval to refrelh 
himfc:lf and hIS m~n, and to look out for other al .. 
lies. 

During this war in LombardYt the FlorentiMs b-ad
not faken _ any fide, nor fhewn the leaft favoqr to the 
Count, either wb~n he took part with tbe MiJaBefe. 
PI: afu:rwar.ds when he invaded' ,hem; for as he had 
no great occafion for their affiiblnce, he did nGt alk -
it with much importunity: they had indeed fent fame 
fuccours to the Venetians after the battlc of Cara
v~ii~ in t9afcquence of the: II1ian.c~ which then 
~- - &~ 

• 
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(ubfifled betwixt them. But Count Sforza being 
now deterted by ,the Venetians, and not knowing to 
whom elfe he could have recourfe, earneftly folJicited 
the -aid of the Florentines; for which, he applied 
both publicly to the government of Florence, and 
privately to his friends in that City; particularly to 
Cofimo de' Medici, with whom he had always lived 
in great intimacy, and who had conftantly not only 
affifted him with his advi:e, bu~ furna fhed ,him with 
liberal fupplies of money in all his undertakings. 
Nor did he fail him in this exigency; for he both 
gave him large fums out of his own private purfe, 
and encouraged him to purfue his prefent tlHerprize!: 
uling all his endeavours at the fame time that fuceours 
might be fent him by the public; but in this he met 
with fome oppolition. For Neri Capponi, who had 
then a very great imereft in Florence, thought it 
would not be conliO:ent with the fafelY of the Repub. 
lic to let the Count become mafter of Milan; and 
that it would conduce more to the tranquillity of Italy 
in general, if he acceded to the treaty of peace, in
fiead of continuing the war. He was apprehenfive 
in the firll: place, that the Milanefe, in the height of 
the refentment they had conceIved againft the Count, 
might throw (hemfdves entirely into the arms of the 
Venetia nil, which mull: be attended with the ruin of 
all the other Princes in Italy: and in the next, he 
thought if the Count lhould get poffeffion of Milan. 
his arms, when fupportedby fo pewerful a fiate, 
would grow too formidable; and that if ht, who was 
fo troublefome whilft he was only a Counr, lhould 
ever come to be a Duke, he "ould th~n be infup
t>ortable. For thefe reafons, he faid, it would be 
much betttr for the Republic of f'lorence and all 

'ltaly, that the Count fhouJd be left to live upon the 
reputation of his arms, as he had done before, and 
that Lombardy ihould ·be divided into two Common
wealths, which; it rould hardly be fuppofed, would 
agree fo well together all to unite for the ruin of any 
ether State, and fingly, thfY could hurt nobody. To 

cffc~ 
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dfcfl which, kne\'4' %bO expedi{'nt. to 
give deaf to folhCltarions, '4'nti 
continue in leage with their old allies the Venetians. 

futmdl ions, huwevea made lied'4' im-
preffiitu UpOfh'dhifim07\ friends7 Cnphhini 
did not give this advice. out of any regard for the 
publi~ ~ood, but becaufe 'he was j~alous that ,Cofimo 
would deCom%b 4.00 pm'4'arful his fm:'4'dlhlp \7Nh 

the Count, if the latter {houlh make lnmfdf Duke 
of Milan. And Cofimo for his own part took UPOIl 
him hemo'4'ifrare, the Chiunt 
be from heing any prafhidice tu taly 
in oeneral. or their own Republic in particular, that 
it ~7mzld be' of the greateft fervice to both: fince it 
was to the w;,uld 
tain their liberties, confidering the temper of the Ci
tizens, their manner of living, and the faCtions then 

8trlOn%bl±; them nll which mahc impodhle 
a form govemment i'4' ,hat 

: fo that it muft of necemty happen thac either 
the w%buld Duk\" %br tha Vaneciaus sb-
folut'4' dhirds it. nd in' cafe, nnbody 
be fo blind as not to fee whether it would be more 
eligible to have a potent friend for their neighbour, 
or an pO\7Sar woulh then overhmZZ'4'n 
and' uncz:mtroul'4'hle.- waf'; to heared 
the ~!Ianefe would ra~ly put t~emfeJves under thc 
domlmun of Vencw±ns, mere/ih they ulCrC 
at wc,' with uoun, mr tun moum a 
and friends in Milan, and they had none: upon 
which account, the Citizens, when they found they 
uoulh 10ng'4'c hafend libng-tit:s, cen;sw,ly 
be more inclinable to fuhmit to the Count than to thQ 
Venetians. 

hiifel'f%bau of cillungft pr indhal 
Citizt::ut" kept ~he Flu&cntines fomu tln2le liz-lf. 
Fnce: at laft, however, they agreed to fend Am., 
ba1fadu~~ with inftruchons to conclude a treaty of al. 
liancn mith Coum 'illmedia~dy, hmcided ~huy 
Jhould find him in fuch .<:in:J,lmfian,~sJ as made is 

- ~~ 
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prob,~Plc w,~r:nJd in d~11gn~ 

but, otherwile, to raife difficulcies and objections, in 
Q,der d<~fer Thefe "rrmhrlfadm"S lJrJe 
further than Reggio, when they heard the Count had 
IIziken : frr a;r foor as 7fe ;r;r~ce lxpirld, 
bad fud~enly invefted th~t ':ity again wi~h a~ his 

10 of rd'B,rrymg IE: Vi:ip fOOQ 10 plte 
the VeAetians, who could not fuccour it on any fide, 
IIl1cepi Adda, rnd that pat! was eafii:nJ 

. guarded. . He knew very welJ, that, as it was the 
minter feaf,m, WQuid Qot ablll to 
in a camp any where near him; and therefore made 

dQllbt redt?Cind thl tOlfl 10ld bT'ore 
turn of the Spring, efpecially fince Francifco Pied. 
~lino tll&~S rrrN drrd, rrd Pi~ brmher foil 
Commander of all their forces. 

Verllitian1 in mnnn w:imc hrd Iii 

baffador to encourage the Milanefe to made a relolutc 
iih nifurarrcs rlfo of fperdy effrctlnl 

relief: and tPere aCtuaUy happeneP fcreral fligUt 
betwiiit thrir tmnps and thofe of [he Countz; 

during the courle of ihe If&ntcr. Bnw: as fran 
nteathrr gtnw rnoce fnvourable, theu took the field 
under the comntand of :nJandllph&i 
&ircantued &ipon the banks of tbe Adda; where 
I,eld a Council wn, to nonllPer , 

funrouf Milan, the&i fhol,lld attack tbe Count and 
try tPe fmmne ~ a ~ Pnrdolpho :nJnner~ 
who well knew the bravery of the Count and his 
rroop?f, thent mill&: to run toot rifq"n, 
thoudht they ~ight obtain a more certain vid:ory over 

bb avnidmg an ~Agabnmelr; th&i mant of 
Mge and other provifions, muLl: in a very fhort time, 
nPlign him w:o m£we U Uln tfws co"li<ieQf" 
ation, he ptrfuaded them to contiuue in the Camp 
lfher" then Khen lay~ ,Ell th" fpiritr 
of the Milanefe ~,~~d pr~~ent them from ~~rfendering 
thnll hIS ndvlnn w~&r apbi&iV¢%'I of ,tPt. 

Venetians, becau=e~:e!o~h:~~~~;tfu£:h:~:anner of 

.. Mila: 
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MiJanefe .. bcingftilt kep~ in great djftrefs, would at taft 
fubmit to tl\e~, rather than the Count, from whom 
~hey had received fo ma&y iajpries. In the mean time 
~ Milanelt were redu'ced to fttliaJle mifery ; for as 
there was a great number of poor PlQplc in thra 
City, many of thc!m dropped down dead in tbe flrect .. 
Clvecy day for want of bread: and ihis occaflODing 
mUlmura and complain~ in every quarttr of it,. the. 
Governors began to be apprehenfive of an infurrec
tion, aoo therefore took all pomble means to prevent-
any tumult, or affembling of the people. . 

The Commonalty arc noteafily e¥cited to mifchief, 
but when they are' at once fo difpofed, any little acci~ 
dent ferves to put them in mption. It happened 000 
day, tha~ two 'p~rfons of no very grra~ confideretion 
meeting each other ncar the PorIa Nuova, feU into ~ 
converliltion concerning the mifera~e condition t<t 
which the Ci~y was reduced, and what melDs wera 
left to relieve it. This being over-heald by others .. 
the people infenijbly gathered ab9ut them till they 
wtre increafed to fuch a number. that a report was 
fpre..ad through the town that the inhabitants about 
Porta Nuova were riling againfl: the Magifiracy. UpOfJ 
which, th~ popul~~e, who only waited for a prQPer 
opport~njty, immediately ran to arms, aed having 
Jlppointed one Gafpar da Vieo Mereato to be their 
leader, t~J made AO furious an aifault u~n the plat~ 
wh~re the· MlU}itlruet were fitling, that all thofe tbat 
.aw14 not make their efcape by flight were killed up" 
()Il.the fpot; amRngft wbom wu Leonardo VenCiQ, 
.the VGne~an aJnbaif~d9r, who had lat18hcd at theM
.lIliferics, and was thought ~.be die priilcipal O«(~ 
fWR of thcm. When th~y had thus in a manlltr,made 
thcmfc:)vcJ lIIaficrs of t-h~ City, they began to .coafWt 
what were the moft pJ:.r means to be taun, in or" 

. der to deliver them out of their prefent diarefs and 
I"eftorc theiR former tranquillity. At la~ it was ·un~
·nimouOy 3ireed amongft tbem, lince they could- n9 
'~9Qger prefer¥c their freedom and indepc.ooenc.y, t9 

. put -themfelYes under the protection of fomt! Prince 
.. , ili~ 
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that was able to defend them. But they could not fo 
readily agree about th~ perfon; fome propofed King 
Alphz::mfo, the Dz£ke of ~1nd othe11 the 
King .Franoo, but mzfoidy tde Count; 
f~ {hong did the refentment of the ~eo~le ni~agai~ft 
him! Oowevez:: nS thed nnuld WTIntte m thetr khmce 
of cnw:her PiFmce, Dioo Merenm at venwend 
to propoCe the Count, and reprefented to them at 
largec that if they had a mind to get rid of the war, 
ehere no wav but fubmit m him as 
their neceffities dem~nded a certain and immediate 
peace, and they were no lon~er in a condition to feed 
upon hOdew: of fuc:z~ceur, afeu: nil 
miO'ht ztcoffiblu vere and gren: kif ... o ~z· Z f 

tance. ~ He excufed the Counl's condutt, and threw 
the bbme the V ooetiae2§ und Oz:h4:Z2§ Statnn in-
Italyc fi2§me ¥z;hich of amd%tion, othc::i:: uut 
of jealoufy and avarice, would not fuffer them to live 
free; and faid, that fince they were now under a ne· 
ceffith . up libeiliiRni, it hnhoved 
to gide them perfnn nho knen; 
fufficiently able to defend them; that fo, when they 
had theiiF they' at hauu the 
conRn~n:?on unjoYHtd peacec end not be 
into a frill more dangerous and deftruttive war. 

This harangue was liftened to with wonderful at. 
tentiHr, by the dopuleeec who toon::r hak 
fpeaking, all cned OUt with one voice dor the Count, 
a~d immediat_~~y difpat.ched Vico Mere.ato to invite 
hlm the Viy: acr-rpied 
with Vieat tho Vount, madn ewnswce 
into Milan on the 27th of February in the year I'Ho, 
and -was received tht!re wirh incredible ·accJamatit>Ds 
by very d~e(Rple but few befoz-u dad 
detelted even the name of him *. 
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When the news of this revolution arriv~cI at F1()tO 

renee, tbe Florentines fent orders to their Ambalfa
liors; who ftre yet upon the road, that inftead or 
treating with ·him as Count Sforia. according to ~ir 
lirft inltrutboDs, they fhould now pay their compli .. 
meors of congratuiation to him as Duke of Miian, 
There Ambaffadors were received with great honour, 
and treated with die highe8: req:,ea by the Duke. 
~bo well knew that he. could not have more faitbful 
or more powerful allies in all .Italy than the Floren. 
tines, to tecure him againft the ambition of the Ve. 
fletians. For though they were at 103ft freed from all 
epprehenfions of the Vifconti familY1 it was generaUy 
thought they would fOOD be embroiled wi.th the Ar. 
ragonefe aad, the Republic of Venice; 4S both' the 
former, and the K.:ing of Naples looked upmi tGem 
with a fufpicious eye, OD aCCGunt'of the .connexions 
they had always bad with tbe coutt of France; and 
the Venetians who perceived that the iiate of F!orenc:e 
y.'as g~wil a~jealous of them as it formerly had been 
of the Vifcdntij and remembered witb what invete. 
ncy thry themfelves had perf~cuted that family; be
gan to be afraid tbey 1hould have the fame mc:afurC 
flOW dealt out to them itt their turn; and therefore 
determined 'to rilm tbem both if pomble: In thefe 

. circumftanc~ the new Duke of Milan prefently re~ 
Colved to enter into an alliance with the Florentines: 
and the Venetians, on the contrar.y~ made a League 
with King Alphonfo againft their commQ1I Enuniu, a8 
they caUed them I in which they agrt'ed to take up 
arms at tbe fame time, and that the King fhould in~ 
vade the Florenttne dominions, whilft the Velledan! 
attacked the Duke i who, being hardly yet felded in . 
Sovereign. will not ha'te the leal effeCt upon the people" allegiance) 
and at other time., one half only of {uch pretences \vill be lilfficifnt 
to bring about a revohition.-This, however, is not altogether to be 
-imputed to the levity of the people I for how 1ickle and inc:onftalJt 
{oever they are reckoned, they feldom care to llir, except impelled 
by fome e~terior force, as opprcflion or famine (as in the care be. 
fore us) or t~e ,.haraD&UCI aDd ambi,tiou.mtrilUi of Caaious n-. 
maio~e •• 
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his goverAmenr; they imagined would not be able tC) 
make head againft them, either with his own forces 
alone, or any otMr aftiftance he could procure. But 
as the League betwixt the two RepublicS' was frill ill 
force, and the K.ing had made a treaty with' the Flo
.. entines upqn the conduflOn of the" war at Piombino, 
they both thought they could, not jufrify commencing 
hoftilities without fome: f.air pretext for a WIT. Eacn" 
m them,. therefore, fent an- Am baffador to Florence,
who gave the Signory there to" underftand,. that they 
did not defign, by the engagemeots they had lately 
enl:ered int.() with one another, to a& off'enfIvely againft 
any State whatfoever; but merely [0- defend thei. 
own. After which, the Venetian Ambafi"ador, com· 
plained that the Florentines had given Al~xander, the 
Duke's br«her,. leave to par'! with his,forcers througb 

. Lunigiana into Lombardy, J and that they had bmI 
the authors and advifers of the agreement made be ... 
twixt the Duke of Milan and· the Marquis of Man. 
lua, to the great prejudice of their Republic, and in 
open violation of tbe treaty of alliance then fubfifting 
betwixt them: upon' which account, he begged leave 
to reprefent to them in a' friendly manner" that wh~ 
ever injures another perfon without caufe, gtves him 
a juft righE to rnenge ; and that, if they broke the 
peace they muft naturally expefl a war. 

To thefe remonftrances Colimo de' Medici was or
dered by the Signiory to return theif anfwer; who 
addreffing himfelf with much temper and' prudence 
to the AmbaR"adors, recited at large the many fervices 
and good offices the Republic of. Venice had received 
from that of Florence, and· ahe oblisations they lay 
under t-o it for the vaft acquificioris they had made by 
the afiiftance of the Florentines, whofe treafure, and 
arm!!, and counfel had e.ver been at their fervice. Af
ter which fie told them, " that as the Florentines had 
been the authors and promoters of the union betwixt 
them. they would not be the firft to break it"; for 
having always been )(}vers of peace thcmfelves, the, 
chey had nothing to fay againft the ongagements the 

VenC'e 
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Venetians had entered into with King Alphohfo, pro~ 
t-ided they were not intended to difiurb t~e public 
tranquillity. That indeed th(:y could not help being 
a litcle fl!rprized that 10 wife arid majeftica ComqJon
~ealth fhould think it \vorth dleir while to be at the 
trouble of makirig complaiilts of fuch trifling and in-: 
fignincant matters as die paffage of Alexander Sforza 
through Lunigiana. and the agreeme~.t betwixt the 
Duke of Milan and the Marquis of Mantua: but if 
they thought they deferved any an(\ver. the Ploren .. 
tines took that opportunity of deClaring that a paC ... 
rage through their dominions lh~uJd always be .open 
to any friend: and as fot:' the other poin~,. the Duke 
tvas a Printe of fuch abilities, that lie did not ftand, 
in need of their advice or direction in the choice ot 
ftis allies~ Tha:t he therefore fu(peCi:ed there was fomej 
thing more at the bottom of thefe cavils tban he coul<1 
at prefent .difcover; but if that fhould he the cafe', 
the Floren.tines would Jet the worl4 fee. that they ha4 
it iii their power,' .not only to be good friends bu~ 
dangerous enemies." THings however were pretty 
ivell compofed for dlat time, and the Amba{fador~ 
teemed. to ,go away ~t~sfied; but t~~ c~ndulion of 
ruch·a treaty; and the fubfequent behaViour of the 
Venetians ~ncJ King AlphonfO, gave the Duke and the 
Florentines much mote reafon to expect the breaking 
but of a new war;. than to ho·pe for a continuance of 
the peace •. The Florentines dieref'ot~ fiaving entere~ 
into a ftriB: confederacy with the Du~e, ,the Venetians 
began to difcovet their hoftile defigns by driving all 
the Florentines and their dependants out of the terri
tories of Venice: arid {oon after Alphonfo did the 
{arne, without the leaft regard to the ti'caty he had 
inade with them the year before~ without any jun: 
hufe, or fo much as a fpecious prcteric~. The Vene ... 
tians likewife endea vouied to' red uce the Bolognefe i 
smd having furnHhed forrie of their exiles with forces~ 
they marched towards tbar City in the night, and got 
into it through an old fubterraneous aqueduCt: fo pri
titely that rio body was aware of their entrancetil~ 
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they gave the alarm chemfelvcs: upon which, tbe 
Governor Santi Bentivoglio, who was awake though 
in bed, being informed that the City was furprized 
by the exiles, immediately got up and refolved to face 
the enemy. And though he was advifed by many 
that were about him to Save himfelf by night if pof
fible, fince he could not fave the City if he ibid; ye~ 
he put on 'his armour and having gathered together
!ome friends whom he encouraged [0 follow him, he;' 
attacked the enemy, and not only routed,tbem, but 
killed many and drove the ret\: out of the City: by, 
which courageous behaviour, every body acknow
Jedaed [hac he had given fufficient proof that he was 
really dc:fcended from the Houfe of the, Bentivogli. 

Thefe proceedings fully confirmed the Florentines 
in their apprehenfions of a war, and determined them 
to make the ufual preparations for their defen£c: for' 
which purpofe they created a Council of tfen, took. 
new Commanders into their pay, fent Ambaffadors 
to Rome, Naples, Venice, Milan, and Siena, to de
mand fuccours of their alliesylo know what they might 
certainly depend \1pon from thofe of whom they were 
doubtful, to fix fuch as were wavering, and to pcnc~ 
trate into the defigns of their enemies. ' 

From the Pope they got nothirtgbut general de': 
darations of his good difpofition towards them~ ariel 
exhortations to 'peace:' The Kin" of Naples C9n
rented himfdf with making trifting excufct for hav
ing driven the fubjeCl:s of the Florentines out of hit 
dominions, and offered fafe conduCts to '{ueh as ftil 
remained behind if they pleafed to a1k them. AneJ. 
though he tndeavoured by all means to conceal hi. 
hoftife defigns, yet the Ambaffadors plainly difcovercd 
them, and that he was making great preperations to 
invade thtir Republic. With the Duke the.y not 

'only renewe~ their League,. but frrengthened it with
feveral additional articles; and by his me~ns all for· 
mer differences betwixt them and the Genoefe were 
comptoniifed with fo much fatisfatlion on both fides .. 
that they beca:n1e good fJ:ic:nds to -each .other, though, 

the 
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the Venetians left no frone unturned to prevent their 
reconciliation, and went fo far as even to follicit the 
Emperor of Conftantinople. to banifh all Florentines 
out of his E.mpire: with fo much raQcour did they 
begin the war, fo infatiable was their ambition of 
rule, and fo fully bent were they upoa the utter de· 
ftrufrion of thofe to whom they entirely owed all thei~ 
power and greatnefs! but that Prince paying no re· 
gard to their folhcitations, the Senate of Venice for~ 
bad the Florentine Ambaffadors to enter their· terri
tories; alleuging, that as they were in League with 
the King of Naples and Arragon, they could not ad· 
mit of any Embaffies without his participation. But 
(he Sienefe received their Amba1Tadors with much 
1bew' of kindnefs and refpect; though it was only out 
of fear of being over-run by their Mafters before the 
.other fide could fend them any fuccours: and there~ 
fore they thought it the heft; way [0 amufe them for 
a time. as they were not then in a capacity to make 
any rdiftance. The Venetians however and King 
.Alphonfo defigned (as it was then taid) to have fen~ 
Ambalfadors to Florence, in order to Juftify the war 
they were going to make upon that Republic: bue as 
the Venetian Ambalfador was refufed entranc;e into 
the Florentine dominions, and the other did not care 
lO take that charge wholly upon himfelf, that Emba~r 

- fell to the ground ; and the Veneti,ns h,d the morti
fication to fee themfelves trel\ted with as much con
tempt and difregard as they ha,d tr~aled the Florentines 
b~t a . little while befoFe. 

In the midft of thefe apprehenfions t the Emperor 
Frederic I II. • came into Italy to be crowned, and on 
cbe 30ch 9f J a~uary. in the year 145 I, made his entry 

• 'fbi. ~mperor, {urname!! the Paci6c, began hi. reign in '440, 
•• d rcig.~ 53 yean. H. was a Prince of great generality and pru
~,ncel lAd naturally abhorring war, he endeavoured to fupply in p0-
licy what he 1\'anted in P-Ower. He bore the infults that bad been 
Clftred him by fevera} of the P"pe., with (uch patience, that the 
llalians ufed 10 fay, lit W" .wlfou~;11 41i-uittr "41. It w.- i .. the 
nth year of hi. reign that he went to Rome to receive l1ia crown at 
JlJe Jwlda pf the fofCo 
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into Florence with fifteen hundred horre, where h~ 
~as received with the higheft honours by t~e Signiory~ 
i,lnd ftaid there till the Sixth of February; at whicti 
~ime he depar~ed for R'pm~t t~ recdve his Crown 
from the hands" of the pope. After t~at ceremonY' 
')Vas 9ver, alld his marriage confull1mated with the; 
~~prer~·, '~h~ had come tpi~her by S.e:!, he return· 
ed mto Germany; ~ut came back agam to Florence 
the May following, where he was ~reated with the; 
fame demonftrations of refpetl: that he had ~een be
fore: and having bc~n m~gni~c~ntly ~ntc:~tained by 
~he Marquis ot F~rrarfl as he was going bac~ intq 
~enpany the fecond time. he, in retur~ for [hofe ~i. 
yiliti~s, made tllat Prince a grant of Modena and 
~eagio .. But the Florentines were not div~rted bf. 
thefe folemnities from making due preparation for 
~he approaching 'Ytlf: ~rjd "to giv~ reputation to theic 
~rms, and ~rik~ 'a t~rror ,nto' t~~ fn~my, they an~ 
~he D~ke ~ntered in~o a League wit~ the ~ing of 
France, for the mutual defence of each other's do: 
1ninion~, which '~hey 'p'ubll~ed ~ith; grea~ triumph 
find oftentatio~ all oy~r Italy ~ . . -' " . 
. . It WIlS ~~w the qlorith of May in the year '452, 
~hen the Venetians refolving to defer the honilitie~ 
Jlo" longer, entered the Duke of Milan's dominions 
with fixte~n thouf~nd h~rr.e aqd fi~ [houfan~ f~ot by' 
'the way ~f Lpdi: ~pilft d}e ~~rqui~ of ~onrerrat~ 
either moved 'by his own ambition or th~ inRigation 
bf tpc Venetian's, at the' fame time likewifein~aded 
him 01') the fide of Alexandria. The Duke on the 
~[Iier' h'anCJ: havin'g affembled a~ arlllY ofeighreep 
thoura~d ~orfe and thr~e t~oufand f~~ (after he had 
put fufficieot garrifons, not only into todi and AJrx~ 
"nqri~, b~t i~to an othe~ rUfh places ~ h~ thought 
f!cre m~ft ~iable to be ~ttacked by tile enemy) fc~l ~nto 
th~ ~erntorJ~s of ~refc~a, where ~e m~de prodIgiOUS 
~ayo~k; laying wafte t~e couptry on every fide, and 
r~~~derin~ ~l~ t~~ ~o!,~~ th~t wer~ ~o~ ~elI forti~~! 

~ ~~~~~~, ~nfa~ta ~f P~rtrf~~ 
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And the l\farquis of Montferrat being aIfo. defeated 
by the garrifoDs at 'Alexandria, gave the Duke an op
portunity qf turning w.ith .aJI his forces upon the V Co: 
~etians lAd attacking them wit~ greater vigour. . 

WhiHt the war was thus carried on in Lombardy 
with various. fuccefs on both fides,but in fo feeble a 
manner that nothing w.as done wotth relating on ei
ther, the 6ame likewife broke out in Tufcany. but 
not with greater vehemenc~, nor mor.e danger than it 
had done in Lampardy. Ferdina.'ld the illegitimate 
Son Of King Alphonfo. had marched .into .thofe parts 
with twelve thoufand men commanded by Ftederic 
1-"ord of I1r.biao; and their lid\ enterprize was a.n at
tempt upon Foiano in the Vale of ChilYla: for .the 
Sienere being t.heir friends, they entered the Floren
tine dominions o.n .that fide. That fortr,efs was b.ut a 
{mall o.ne, jl,ld neither ~hong nor well garriConed ~ 
~he number of men which had been fent thither by 
the Signjory for its defence nat exceeding two hUD
dred:. but t~ey "ert: r.eckoned as good and faithful 
foldiers as any ill ,bofe times. Before this place Fer
.dinand fat down; however, either tbe refolution of 
~he befieged was fo grea~ or the conduCl: of the be
liegers fo bad, that it did not furrender till after fi¥ 
and thirty days: which gaye the florentines time let 
provide better for places 9f gr..cater importance, tQ 
alfemble their troops. and ma~e more eff~aual pre-. 
parations for their defence. . . 

After the r~d~ion of this fortrefs. the enemy ad.
vanced into the territories of (:hianti, where they 
made an a1fa~lt upon two other places that w~r~ de
fcnded only by ~he tpwnfmen, but were not able to 
~arry them. from thence they palfed on to Caftet
lina, a town on the confines of Chianti, ~out ten 
miles from Siena, neither well fortified by art. nor 
.1lrong by its natur~l fituation; yet, w.eaJc as it was in 
~1l ref peas, they could nQt make themfelves mafter, 
pf it; fo that after Jhey had invefted it on every fi<tc 
for the fpace of forty days, they were forced to rai!C 
~~ 1k~e and make a fhameful retreat. For fo con-

• L J!: e i ~emptiblc; 
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temptible were their armies in, ,thofe ,days" and their 
method of making war attended with To little danger. 
that towns whi~h now would be abandoned as in
capable of being maintained, wer-e ~hen d~fended in 
fuch a· manner, as if ~hey thought them impoflible to 
be taken. . 

Whilft Ferdinand was in the Country of Chianti. 
he made daily in~rfions into ,th~ Florentipe do
minions, and not· only committed terrible depre
~ation$ there, bu~ adv~nced with fome of his par
ties within li]l: miles of the, City, to the great con~ 
fternation and diO:~fs of the GoV(rnors there; who 
having alfembled" their forct'$ to the number of eight 
tho\lfand near the CaftJe of Cone, under the Com
nlllnd Qf Aftorre da Faenza and Gifmondo Malatefta~ 
did not c~re however ro come to al1 engagement, but 
ltept at a good diftance from the enemy: becaufc 
they knew very \\elJ~ as long as their army was entil"C', 
they could not fuffer much by the war; as the little 
places which might he taken from them, would be 
fett~red at the condu(ion 'of a' peace; and for thofo 
fif greater con(equence ·they were: in no pain,. being 
afi"ured that tbe (nemy woulci nof then venture to 
puke any attempt upop them. King ,A1"honfo had 
Jiltewife a fleet confifting of about twenty fail of Gal
lies and other fueh velfels hovering upon the Coa~ 
Qf Pifa ~ and whilft he be6eged Caftellina by land, 
lte P1ade an attack upon the Caftle of Vada by Sea, 
which he took through tbe negligenc;e of the Gover. 
nor. T~is acquifition gave 'him an opportunity of 
infefting flll the adjacent Country: but his excurfion~ 
were at laft ~hecked by fome forces which the Flo
'lenti!1es fent to Campiglia, who put an end to thofe 
depredations. and kept h~s me~ cloCely confined tQ 
'l~e Sea Coaft:. 
. 'The Pope in the mean time did not inteifere i~ 
'.hefe broils any furth~r than in c:nde~vouring to re· 
'f;ftablifh peace amongft ~he coruending parties. But 
,Whi1fl he had the addr~s tq ~ep him. felf out of the 
Ji!.f ~~rc?'!l~, he 'f(~ 10 ~o ~i~~e ~an~ef at home~ 

, rher~. 
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-There was at that time in Rome one Stephen Por. 
cari, a Citizen by birth, of a noble family and great 
learning. blU much more eminent for the generofity 
of his mind. This Stephen (like men that are am
bitious of glory) refolved to perform, or at leaR: to 
attempt fome attion of Edal that fhoutd make him 
~emorab}e to pofterity: And nothing feemed to him 
more honourable than an attempt to refcue his Coun
try out of the' hands of the Prelatcs, and reftQrc it 
to its ancient liberty: in hopes, if he fuccceded, of 
being called 'Ihe ftcDlId F01llltler and Father Df R~me. 
What animated him [0 this enterprife, was the cor
ruption, infolencc, and dilfolute lives of the Prelates; 
at which" both the Nobility and common people of 
Rome were highly difgufted. But his chief confi
dence was founded l1pon fome verfes in one of Pc
trarch's Sonnets, which begins thus, SpirlfJ genlile, &c. 
The verfes are there, 

~c Sopra il monte Tarpeio Canzon vedrai 
Un Cavalier~ ch' Italia tutta onora ' 
Penfofo piu d' altrui che di fe StefiO.'" 

On tbe Tarpein Mount my Mure 1hall fec } 
A Cavalier ador'd by Iraly, , 
Jlega[dl~fs of hirnfc1f~ to fet his Country free. 

Stephen was poffdfed with a conceit, tbat Poets are 
pfeen infpircd with a divine· and prophetic fpirit; ~nd 
taking it for granted, rhat what Petrarch had thull 
foretold, would certainly come to pafs, he looked 
upon himfelf as the man ddl:lned for the execution 
of fo glorious an undertaking; as he thought he was 
far fuperior to all his fellow-citizens in learning. elo
guence, friends, and popular favour. Having taken 
'this. into his head, he could not contain himfelf within 
,he cominon bounds of referve, but behaved witb fo 
rnucb indifcretion, both in his words jlntt !laions, 
'fU1d manner of living, that the 'Pope beginning to 
fufpeB: he had fome bad delign in agitation, imme
~~~tely banilhcd him t9 :JJologna. in order to keep 
'a " him 
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him Dt:lt of mi(chief, and fcnt inftruaions to the G~ 
vernor of that City, to keep a ftria eye upon his ac
tions. and to fee him every day at fuch an hOUfl' 

St~phen, however, w~ fo f~r from being daQQted at 
this rebuff, that he purfued his cleGgns with m.uch 
~ore r.efolution and affiduity than before, holding .. 
(ecret correfpendence with his friends ~t Rome, and 
oftC'n going thither and back again himfc:lf, with fo 
Inuch expedition" that he was always in time to pre
fent himfelf before the Governor at the appointed 
hour. So that when he tPou~ he had drawn a fuf
ticient number into the ,:onfp,iracy, being determined 
to defer the execution of it no longer, he fent order$ 
to his -. friends at ~ol1le, to prepare a fplendia (upper 
~m fuch an'eYeaing, wher.e ~l tbe confpirators were 
~ meet, and bring as many confidauts with t~em ~~ 
they could fully depend upon, promifing to be with 
them before fupper was over. When every thing 
was fetded, therefore, according to his inftruB:ions, 
he came to the houfe where they.fupped, and having 
put on an embroidered mantle, wah a chain of go14 
about his neck, ~l)d otber Qrnaments, to giv~ him 
the more majeft:y and ~uthority, he .entered the room 
where the confpirators were affembled; and af~er he 
had tenderly embraced them all, made a long and 
pathetic fp~ec.:h [0 them, wherein he exhorted them 
to behave like men, and prepare themfelves for the 
execution of· fo glorious a purpofe. After which, h~ 
gave ev~ry man his feparace charge, orderipg ope 
part of them to feize upon the fop't's paJaf& carly the 
next morning, al).rl the oth~r to rJ,ln ~bout the ftrcets, 
and excite the people to take up anps. But the pIpt 
was difcovered th~t very night; fOJ]1e fay, I:>y the in
formation of certain of his accomplices, apq others. 
by his having been feen in the C;ity himfelf. How
ever that might be, the rope caqfed him~ ~nd th~ 
greater part of the C!)nfpirators, to Qe imllleqiately 
apprehended,an4 afterwards put to d~at~, as they 
might 'Well expect Such was tqe event of this u,q,:' 
~e~taking! and thou§h, ind~edJ forcarl's inteDti~~ 

. ,~ 

Digitized by Google 



~k :VI. 0 F FLO R ENe E. ~2' 
~n it may fe~m worthy ,of praife ~o fome people·, 
yet his judgment and m~nner of cond!lcring ~t muLt 
'pe cond~mf1ed by every ODl!: for notwithftanding en
~erprizes of lhis ~in~ have fome Qla$low of glory ilJ 
the projec9:ion, they are .Imoft always at~endc:d wit4 
Jhe ruin of the p~oj~flors. 
- The war i~ Tufcany ~ad now Copti!'lue4 almo~ 
twelve months, a~d ~n the Spring of the y~ar 1453. 
when bot!! ar~ies had taken the, field, ,Alex_nder 
Sforza, the Duke of Milan'$ brother, came to the 
fuccour of the Florentines, , ~idi two thoufand horfe. 
ro tIfat their army being /l-ugqlented. and th~t of 
King Alphonfo rather diminifhed, tpe }<']orentines re· 
folved to ufe their endeavours to recover what had 
»een loft, and wi~hout much difficulty re~ook feyera. 
towns. After thiS, they fat clown before FOlano. 
which bei~g {acke~ through the negligence of the 
Commiffaries, the in~abitants were'~ifperled in fuc~ 
~ manner,' th~t they ~oul~ no~ be prevailed upon t~ 
return, till great rewards an4 exemption~ were of-:
fered t~ep1. They likewi(e r~covered the fortrefs 
of Vada; fqr' ~he e~emy finding they could not 
'keep it,' fira: fet the Cafile on fire, and then 
abandopcd' i~~' ~~t whilft tpe Florentin~ army was 
'making this progrefs, ~he king!s not daring to face 
them, . had retreated towards Siena, and Jllade feveral 
incurfions into their territories o~ t~at fide, where 
jhey com~itted gre~t outrag.est ~~d filled al~ th~ 
~ountry wit~ t~rror and confufion. Th~ King alfo 
~ndeavoure~ to annoy them in ano~her quart~r. i" 
order to divide their forces, and to harrafs and dif
'trefs t~em as many ways as he could, in hopes of 
bumbling t~em at laft. c;erardo Gambacorta was 
fhen ~ord of th~ yal~ of ~agnoJ whof~ Aqcefiors, 

:- Confpiring api"ft the St~te, Mr. Bayle fays, i. the greateft 
enme a man can be guilty of, and yet {ome 'perfon. {ulFer tbemfelvea 
to be drawn into confpiracies by fuch motives a. they think are mo
taJly gdOd I fo trGe it is, that man', coofcience i. liable to the moD: 
Jamentable erroR! Brutus, and feveral of thofe wbom be prevailed 
\lpon to all'affinate Jlllilll ~ar. were men of the moil eminent pro-
~'tl ~~ 'ir~Il~, ' . -, " 
- . ,I ... as 
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as w.en as hfm(e1f, ha.ving been under great obligations 
~o the Florentiness. had always 1iv~d in amity with 
them, and were conftantly either in tbc:ir pay. or re. 
commended by them to others. With this m~R AI. 
phonfo began to tamper, and offc:red him another 
State in the Kingdom of Naples, which was morc 
chan an. equ.ivalen~ p'rovided he would deliver up 
that territory to him. But when this came to be 
known at Florence, the Signiory fent an Ambaffador 
to fee how he Rood affeCl:ed; who was likewife at the 
(Ime time to remind him of the favours whicb he and 
Itis family had received from that Republic, and tQ 
exhort him to continue faithful to it. Upon which, 
Gambacorta feeming to be much furprized at the 
imputation, afi'ured them, with the ",oft (olemn oaths 
and aO"c:verations, that fo wicked a tbought had never 
entered his head, and proffered not only to go back 
again with them to Florence, but to refKle there as 
a fecurity for his fideljty. Sut as he Eretended to 
be in an' ill ftate of health, he faid, what he could 
ftot do himfelf at that time. withololt great inconve
nience, his Son fhould do fQr him. ana delivered. 
him up to the Ambaffadors as an Hoftage. Thefe 
affurances and proofs Ii:emed fo cQnyincing, that th'f 
fully confided in him, and looked upon thet charge as 
a mere calumny. Upon this, (Jambacorta profecutec! 
the agreement with the King with more earneftnefs i 
and when it was concluded, his Majeft); f~nt arothcr 
Puccio. a Knight of the Ofder. of St. lohn at Jeru
{alem -, with a good body of forces into the Vale of 
l3agno to receive fuch Caftl~s and Towns as Were iQ 
Gerardo's potfcllion; though the inhabitants of th~t 
Va.le, who were very well affected to tho Republlc: of 
Florence, fubmittt:d to 'he King's CommUFarilH wilb 
great reluctance. Puccio, however, made himfclf 
maller Qf all. that tenitority, except the CaRle of 
COl'zano: but wben Gambacon.. was u~ the poiIIt 
of delivering up that {wtrefs alfo i.ntQ ~hc enc(llfs 

• No" called Knisbts of Malt,. 
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hands, there happened to be amon-gft his attendants. 
one Antonio Gualandi, a native of Pifa, and a fpi. 
titcd young mant who inwardly detefted the p~rfi. 
dious behaviour of -his maficr. This man, who was 
well acquainted with the "tuation of the: place, an4 
perceived by the countenance and behaviour of the 
garrifon, that they were much diffatisfied at fucha 
manner of proceeding, feeing Gambacorta ftanding 
at one of the gates to admit the King's forces. laid 
hold of him with both hands, and having thruft him 
out ()f the CaR:le, called upon the garrifon to lhuc 

- the gate. upon fo vile a wretch, and preferve the for .. 
Irefs for the Republic of Florence. And no fooner 
was the news of this event known at Bagno, but 
the inhabitants there, and of all the neigh,bQuring 
places, immediately: took up arms againft: King AI
phonfo"s garrifons, and hoift:ing Florentine Colours, 
drove them entirely out of all thofe towns. ..the 
Florentines alfo being informed of what had hap
pened, committed their Hoftage.. young G'amba
corta, to prifon, and fending forces to defend that 
territory, in the Name of the Republic, theyn:
eluced it to a nailiwitk. dependant- upon themfdvrs, 
from a State, which, for a great number of years, 
had been governed by. Princes of its own. The 
Father, in the mean .time, having betrayed both his 
Allies and his Son, with great difficulty made his 
~fcapet and wandering about the world "like a Vaga
bond, left Jlis wife and family •. and all his potreffions, 
in the hands of the enemy. This fudden revolution 
was of the utmoft importance ~o the Florentines. 
for if the King had been in fullpoJrc:ffion of tha~ 
Country, be would have bad it in 'his power to make ' 
lncurfions ·into the Vale of Tevere, and the Territo. 
lies of Cafentino, with very little difficulty, when
~ver hcplc:afed; wher,e he -would have been '" con
tinual thorn in their fides, ,nd obliged the:m to di. 
vide their forces in fuch a manner, that they could 
not have -turned their whole power againft his main 
~rm1:t which then 'lay near'Siena.· . 

Be· 
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Betides the iteps which the Florentines had [akell' 
in Italy to !top the progrHs of the enemy, th~y like'; 
wife lent Ag,nolo Accia:iuoli IS Ambafi'ador to the Kin~ 
of Fr"nce, to pray that his Majefty would let King 
Regnier of ~n}ou retUrn rnro Italy to .the a~.ft:anc~ o~ 
their Republrc and tbe Duke of MIlan, hIS :thtlent 
allies i whel e he mig~t, alfo take proper ~ealu~es for 
the recovtryof the KIngdom of Naples, In whIch un
dertaking they promifed to furniOi him both with' 
men and money. Accord'ifigly~' \fhil~ the war w~ 
carried on in th'e manner we have' 'related in Lom': 
hardy and Tofcan1, that ambalfador concluded an 
agreement with King Regster; in which it was ltipu': 
lared, that he fhould c~me jn[o'l[aI1 by die ,la~ter en~ 
of June at furtheft. With two thOilfand four hundred 
horfe; that opon his arriva'l at Alexandria; he fhould 
be immediattly fupplied with thirty thoufand' Florins 
in ready money, and ten thoufand mor~ every month, 
as long as the war continued.' In con{equence of thiS' 
treaty; he had' got his forces'in' readi'nefs to march.' 
but their paffaae was obftruCted by the Du1ie of Sa:. 
~oy and the MarqUis of Momferrat, who were in al~ 
!lance ~itlT, the Venetians. Upon which, Regniet 
was advifed by the: Floren'tin~ Ambamtdor to turd 
afide into Provence~ and endeavour to pars by Sea 
,into Italy with' what forces he tould, i~ order to give 
'fome reputation at leaft to his friends': arid, at the 
fame time to try if he, could not prevail upon the 
l\.ing of France to' ufe hi"s good offices with the Duke! 
of Savoy fo effetlually as to ohtain him a paffag~ 
through his dominions. This being granted at Jalt,
to oblige the King of France, fome part of Regnier's 
trOOpS matched through Savoy, whiU~ Jle tranfported 
himfelt~ with the relt, by Sea, to join them in' Itaty ; 
where, upon his' arrival, he was received with the 
higheft hOMors by t'he' Duke of Milan: and thefe 
two Prinres having united their forces, attacked the 
Venetians with fo much tigour on every fide, that thet 
foon not only recovered all the p1aces which' had beerr 
taken from them in the Crcmonefe, but made them: 

ftlvt'S 

Digitized by Google 



~ooic. Vi. 0 ~ FLo ~ ENe t. 43i 
felves maners of almoft all tile territory of Breida'. 
with fuch rapidity, that the Venetian Commiffar~!l 
not thinking their' atmy fecute in the field, retreated 
and look fhelter under £bt walls Of that City. How
ever, 29 the Duke was then at Verona, and the fea~ 
fon af the year pretty far advanced; he thought it 
rieceffary,. fot the· refrethl'nent of his men, to put 
them into winter quartets; and havmg cOllligned PIa,;. 
centia to Regniet, ·fot that purpofe, they ftaid all the 
reft of the year 1453' and the beginning of the nex~ 
in thofe places, wlthout attempting any thing farther. 
But as foon as thf: weather began to grow more tem
perate, and the Duke was preparing to take the field 
again, ift hopes of fttippir1g the Venetians of aU their 
dominions upon the Terra Firma, Regnier gave. him 
co underftand, that his own affairs laid him under an 
abfolute neceffity of returning into France. 

This fudden and unexpected refolution, gready 
ebagrined the Duke: and tbough he immediately 
took .poft, and went to him at Placentia, to fee if he 
~o\1ld DOt prevatI upon him 10 change it, YCt all his 
offers and entreaties were to no purport: : he ollly pr~ 
.mifed to leave part ef his forces behind him, and tG 
fend his fon John ·to ferve the a~lies in his ftead. The 
Florentines, on ,he contrary, were not at all difpkafed 
at this event; for.as they had no", recovered all the 
towns that had been taken from them, they were no 
longer afraid of King AJphonfo, nor did they ddire 
that the Duke of Milan 1hould become poffdfc:d of 

. any thing more than what belonged to him in Lom
bardy. Regnier accordingly returned into his own 
Country, but fent his fon; as he had promifed, into 
Italy; who did not ftop in Lombardy, but came di
tectly to Florence, where he was received with much 
refpect. 

After the departure of Regnier, the Duke of Mi
lan feemed difpofed to a peace; the Venetians, King 
AJphonfo, and the Florentines, being all tired of the 
wir, were likewife defirous of it; and the Pope had 
always taken great pains, and ftilliabourcd with much 

car-
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earneft ners to bring about an accommodation betwixt 
the different parties: for Mahomet tbe Grand Turk. 
had taken Conftantinople that yearf and made himfelf 
Maller of all Greece·; an acquilltion that ftruck 
terror into all the Princes of. Chriftendom, but efpe
cially into the Pope and the Venetians, who iniaginedl 
they already felt the weight of his arms in their do
miniof:1s. His Holiners, therefore, vehemently folli
cited every State in Italy to fend their refpefiive Am-

• Voltaire having at large recited tlte caurd that contributed td 
tbe lof. of this great feat oFtheEaftern Empire. fays ... Mahomet tr. 
was twenty-two yelrs of age. when be afCen4ed the tbrone of the 
Sultan.. From that time be bent hi. mind upon' the conqueR of 
Conftantinople. whim dlat unhappy City was rent into f'aaions and. 
lChifm •• dilputlng nd quarrelling whether they fhould make we of 
.leavened or unleavened bread in the facrament. and whether it waI 

'be!ter to pray in Latil~ or Greek. ~e began t~erefore. witb ~Iock. 
admg tbe C1tr; and I~ th! begln1fmg of April. r4-n. the adJacent 
Q,untry was covered With near three hundred cboufand Tarks, and 
~be Strait of Proponti~ with about three hundred g:allies, and two 
hundred fmalter 'vtfre1s. Olie of the molt extraorc!tnary, and yet 
'beft tttdb:d·facts. is the (Jfe tllat MalK.lRct made of tl,.fe fhipt. Thef 
could not get into tbe Port. the mouth of it beift,.o..rricaded witb 
1lrong booms and chains or iron, and befides. in all probability. ad
'\IaRtageouRy defended, One night, tbertfore, be ordUed M grounel 
10 be COVtred for the fpace of two league. in lcngth with -fir planks, 
greafed with t-alJow and oil; and laid like the nunger of • fhip: after' 
which, by the affiltante of' machines, and ~ily labbur. be auCed 
Jourfcon: gallitS, and tkvent# tenden or Mudler vefl"el., to be llau1ed 
Ollt of the Strait. and rolled Ilw&7 over the~ .pllnb. AU tbi. great 
'Wotk Wat finilhea itl one riigllti and early in the morning, the be
fieged faw ,vith al\onilbment. an entire fteet defccnd from the lanf 
into their barbour. The next day, a bri<lge 01 boat. wai built 
within fight of tbem. and ferved fortheereEling a battery of canDon. 

After a fleee of forty-nine day •• tbe Emveror Conftantine was 
.bUged to capitulate, 'and fent feveral Greeks to receive tbe Law of 
the Conqueror, who granted them tem •• , But al thefe Deputies 
were returning'to the City. Mahomet reconeaing fometbing which 
he had forgot to add. orilered fome of bis people to ride .. fter tbent. 
u'l0n wbicb. the bdieged on the top of 'h~ramparts. feeing a body 
o Turks gallopping lJfter the Deputie$. impnsdently fired at them. 
The Turks WCf'e fo.,n j.,ined by a greater number. and jult as th.· 
Deputies were entering the gate. the enemy rufhc:d in pell-mell alon. 
with tllem, and made thew elves mafters of tbe upper tOWIt, which 
!. feparllted from the lower. The Emperor Conftantine XIIL wat 

. kined in tbe crowd. after he had fought to the 1aft:. .ithA ioc:rt
dible courage: and when the Sultan had mad( himfelf Malter or one 
half of Conllantinople. he granted the fame terms to the other hafr 
that. he h:Jd offered to tbe whole City, whicb were accepted, ud 
punc9:ually obfervc:d by bim," Voltaire·, Gea. HiJl. yo1. ii, put i. 
p. $S' &1:.' . 
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batI'adors to him at Rome. with full powers to con
dude a general peace; with which they all complied. 
But when they met, and their feveral pretenfions 
came to be difculfed, many difficulties and impedi
ments occurred, which feemed infurmounrable: The 
King of Naples expeCted that the Florentines lhould 
indemnify him for the expences he had bren at in the 
war; and the Florentines made the fame demand up
on him. , The Venetians infifred upon the Duke giv
ing up Cremona to them;, and ~he Duke would not 
be fatisfied except they reftored Bergamo, Brefcia, 
and Crema. SQ that thefe obftacles feemed impolli- . 
ble to be removed., Neverthelefs, what appeared fo 
difficult at Rome, where the, matter was canvaff"ed by 
fo many, was foon gOt over at Milan and Venice, 
where it was conduaed by fewer manage,rs: for whilft 
the treaty went very fiowly forwards under the media
tionof his Holinefs, the Duke and the Venetians 
'concluded one betwixt tbemfelves, on the ninth of 
April, 1454; by which fuch t:owns were to be re
{hired to each other, as they were refpectively in pof
feffion of before the begir.ning of the war; the Duke 
was left at liberty to recover thofe places, jf he 
could, that had been fc:ized upon by the Duke of Sa
voy, and the Marquis of Montferrat; and the reft of 
the halian Princes were to have a month given them 
to aCGede to the treaty, if they fo pleafed. The Pope, 
the Florentines, together widl the Sienefe, and feveral 
other mferior States, came into it within that time; 
befides which'" a peace was concluded betwixt the 
Florentines, the Duke, and the Venetians, for the 
term of twenty-five years. 

Of aU the Princes in Italy, King AlphQnfo alone 
was diIfatisfied at the peare, as he thought it would 
be a derogation to his Majdly to be admitted rather 
as an auxiliary than a principal; upon which account: 
he continued fome time in fufpence, and would not 
acquaint them with his rtfolution. At bIt, however, 
after fevcral formal ell1baffit's from the Pope: and other 
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Scates, he fuffered hlmfelf to ,be' prevailed opon, 
(chiefly at'the inftance of his'Holine~s) and' bOth .be 
and his Son acceded to the treaty,. which was ten'ewe(f 
for thirty years: at the fame time 11 double alliance 
was contracted betwixt his family and the Duke's ~ 
each of thofe Princes giving his daughter in marriage 
to the Son of the other. Neverthelefs as the evil de
ftiny of Italy would have fome feeds of fUture di( .. 
cords and troubles ftiIJ left, he refufed to ratify ~he 
treaty after all,' except the reft of the cOi1tralting 
powers ,would fuffer him to make war upon the Ge
noefe, Gifmondo Malatefta Lord of Rimini, and 
Aftorre Prince of Faenza, without being in any wife 
impeded or molefted in his operations by: them. This 
being likewife complied (with, Ferdinand his Son, 
who was then at Sienna, returned into the Kingdom 
of Naples, a~cer he had 10ft a great number of his. 
men, and gained no material advantage by coming 
into Tufc:lnY. 

A general peace being thus concluded, .the only 
apprehenfion tbat remained, was, that it would foon
be difturbed again by the enmity which King Alphon(o 
bore to the Genoefe. But it. proved olherwire i for 
in aU outward appearance the fubfequent troubles were 
not owing to that Prince, but to the ambition of mer
cenary Soldiers, wh.ich indeed had been the occalion 
of mon of thofe that had happened before. The 
Venecians (according to their cuftom at the end of a 
war) difcharged their General Giacopo Piccinino, who 
retired with fome ocher Commanders, and forces into 
'Romagna, but without having then formed any other 
deCign. From thence Piccinino paffed into the territo
ries of Siena, where he began a war· upon the Sienefe" 
and took feveral of their towns. In the beginning of 
thefe broils, and of the year 1455, Pope Nicholas died, 
and was fucceeded by Calixtus III. This Pontif, in.. 
order to extinguilh a flame which he faw juft readytb 

,break out again almoft.at his own door, immediately 
affembled whanroops he could, under the Command 
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of his .Goncra1.Veotimigli~ and fent them aga,iQft Pic
~inin.ot in cQl)iuQCtipn with the forces of the Duke and 
thc.Flo,eptioes, ",b-o likewife concurred wi.~h him in 
the.ir endeavours ~o prevent the gro~ing evils. Near 
»Olfena~ tbey caOle, to an engagement; in which, not .. 
wi~hftanding Ventimiglia was taken prifoner, Pied
nino was roule:d and forced to fly in great diforder to 
Caftjg1ione della PeCeaia, w.here if he bad not been 
fupplied with money by Kring Alphonfo, he muLt hav:e 
~n. u~terlJ undone;: a ciJ;cumftance which gave every 
ODe reafon to (ufpeCt this c:nrerpri~ewas undertaken and 
prQfec~ted by the order and direCtion of that Prince. 
So tbat AlphQnfo perceiving his defigns were. difea
:v.e~d, end.cav9ured to make up a peace, in order to 
regain tbe c0I)6dence of his ~lJies, which he bad at
molt 1.0(1 by this feeble and pitiful a.ttempt: a,nd for 
that purpofe h.C; fet a treaty on foot, wherein it was 
'8r~ed tMt piccil)\nQ fhould reftore all the places he 
had taken from the Sienefe, and that they 1hould pay 
him twenty thoufand Florins; after which, he re
ceived both him and his forces into his own King
dom. 

At this time the Pope, though very watchful over 
Piecinino's motions, was lllaking great preparatio~s 
for, the Common fupport of Chriftendom, which he 

'faw in imminent danger of being over-run by the 
Turk; and not only fent Ambatradors, but Pre!1chers 
into every part of E:urope to exhort ~U Ghriftian 
Princes and people to take up arms in defence of 
their Religion againft the Common enemy, and to af
fift each other in fo laudable an undertaking with 

• their perfons as well as their purfes: in confequence 
of which, great fums were raifed :It Florence, and 
many wore red Croffes to 1hew they were ready to 
ferve perfonally in fuch an Expedition. They like
wife made folemn Proc~mons to implore the bJeffing 
of God upon their arms. And all perfot:ls. in order 
to (hew tlie warmth of their zeal for the Chriftian re
ligion, were eag~r in offering their advice, their foe-
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tuneg and perfons, to forward this enterprize. Buc 
thefe apprehenfions and this rage of Crufading were 
in fome meafure abated when news arrived, that the 
Grand Signior, having laid fiege to Belgrade (a fort
refs in Hungary fituated upon the Danube) was not 
only routed, but wounded himfdf. So that the Pope 
and other Chriftian States, having now recovered 
themfclves a little from the panic which the lofs of 
Conftantinople had ftru~k into them, proceeded after
wards with lefs vigour in their preparations for the 
profecution of that war, which feemed to be much 
damped in Hungary likewife by the death of their 
Waivode who had obtained that fignal Viaory *. 

But to return to the affairs of Italy. The diftur
hances which had been raif~d by Giacopo Piccinino 
being compofed and arms laid down on every fide, it 
pleafed God to vifit Tufcany with a ftorm of wind 
that wrought fuch effeas as had never been heard of 

• Thil was tbe famous John Corvinus; or Huniadet. Waiwode .r 
Tranfylvania, General of the Hungarian armies, under King La·' 
diOaus, and one of tbe greateft commanden of his time. He was 
almoll: continually eng3ged in wan with the Turks, whom he beat 
in two battks, one in the year 144'1., the' other ilt the year following. 
and forced them to retire from before Belgrade after a liege of fevm 
months. He was at the battle of V4r'na, fo fatal to Chriftendom; 
where LadiOaul was killed in 1444:-- Afte~¥d. he waa ma\le Go· 
vernor of Hungary, and his name becamefo fotmid3ble totbe Turks, 
that they looked upot\. him as a fcourge fent to chall:ife tbeir nation, 
and called him Jancill Lain, that is, John tbe Wicked. He wal beat 
by then!, however, in. a battle that was fougl" OIi,·the 17tb. 11th. 
and 19th day. of OCtober, 1441. But he prevented them a recond 
time from taking Belgrade. in 14;1, wben it was befieged by Ma. 
homet II. "ith an army of t""o hundred and fifty thoufand men; 
forty tbourand of whom wele killed. and the reft abandoned tbe 
fiege in a precipate manner, leaving all their haggage. artillery, and 
ammunition, bebind them. He died the faille year at Zcmplia, :lII~ 
Mall ,met, who faid he was the greateR: foldier in tbe world, is reo 
port' d to have bmcnted his deatb. and thougbt himfdf unfortunate, 
becaufe there was no otber warrior of equal eminence'left, by de
feating whom, he might retrieve the glory he bad 10ft:. Pope Ca. 
lixtua wept. and all Chriftendom was in aftliaion when he died. 
Thuroliul_ in ehron. Hungar. The word Vaivooe or Woiewoda, 
iigninel a Prince, Duke, Governor, or chief Magiftrate, and in the 
northern parts is ~enerally a feudal dignity. There is in Selden", 
'Titus of Hon",r, an mvell:iture. folemn livery, or infeodation of M0l
davia to Stephen-As Vaivode tbereof in tbe year 1+8$. 

before 

Digitized by Google 



Book VL 0 F FLO R ENe :E. 4J37 
before that time, and will feem marvellous to pofte
tity t. About an hour before Sun-rife on the twenty
fourth of Auguft, a dark thick Cloud which feemed 
.to extend icfe}f about two miles every way, arofe out 
~f the Gulf of Venice near Ancona; and traverfing 
tbe Continent of Italy from eaft to weft, bent its 
courfe towards the Sea coaft of Pifa. Tliis cloud 
bei~g driven forwards (whether by a natural or fu
pernaturaJ impulfe I will not take upon me to deter
mine) was broken at Jaft into feveral parts. which 
fometimes were hurried up to a vaft height in the air, 
fometimes precipitated rhemfelves towards the earth, 
dafhing violently againft each other, and whirling 
round ill a fpiral marmer with aftonifhing rapidity. 
Thefe conwmons., attended with a furious Hurricane 

. of wind, inceifant flafhes of red lightening, and fuch 
dreadful burfts as far .exceeded the loudeft thunder 
.or the moll difmal crafhes of an earchquake, made 
every man's heart fail within him; as they thought 
the world was c.ertainly at an end and the elements re-
folving into their original Chaos. . . 

No lefs amazing were the effects of this tempeR: 
where ever it paffed; but moft re.markable in the 
neighbourhood of St. Camano, a Caftle abou.t eight 
miles from Florence, upon the mountains which di
vide the Vale of Pifa from that of Grieve. For 
pafiing betwixt that Caftle and the Bourg of St. An-

. drew, which fiands upon the fame hills, it never 

t The new world was not dilCovered at that time, if it had, Sai
lorl would have called tbi. ftorm (terrible as it was) but II ell/fuN oj 
".»;"d, in conlparifon of thofe dreadful hurricanes which frequently 
happen in the Well Indies. The Edito.r of this work had the mis
fortune to be an eye.witner. of one of tbem in Jamaica, in OBober 
-74+ •. There were at that time ninety-ive merchant velfels, and 
eight men of war, in Port Royal Harbour; of which, only his Ma
jelly" fuip the Rippon, rode it out, all the left being dther wrecked • 
.or driven afuore, and fome of tbem a great way up into the CouP- . 
"'y; where they were left "ig" Il"d dry (at the fea pbrafe i.) when the 
waters fubfided. The damage which tbe lfiand likewife fullaincd by 
that calamity, was hardly to be computed: and the havock it made. 
fo prodigious and uncommOD, that a particular nan'a1i~e of it would 
,be ued~ed by few. 
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reached the latter, andbrulhed the former in fo flight 
a manner, 'that it only blew down fome chimnies and 
battlements: but in the fpace betwixt thofe two'places 
it laid numbers of houfes Bat with the ground. The 
roofs of St. Martin's Church at Bagnuola, a'nd of 
Santa Maria delJaPace were taken off and carried 
'away entire above a mile. A carrier and his mules 
~ere hurried odt of the road into a neighbouring val
ley ~nd there found dead. Many of the fturdieft: 
'Oaks and other huge trees tliat did not bend to the 
fury of the blaft, not orily'had their branches ftrippe6 
off but were tbrn up by the roots nnd carried to a 
confiderable diftance. So that'when"the ftorm ceard! 
'and day light began to appear, the inhabitants of the 
'Country ttood in amazement as if they had been thun
'detftruck or {1:upified. The fields were defolated, 
'the Churches 'and houfes entirely demoliflJed, and 
nothing to be heard: but the cries and lamentations- Of 

'thofe that had Joft their whole fubftance, and had' not 
-only their Cattle, 'but their families alfo buried 'in' rJ\e 
ruins. A fpettacle indeed, that muft' fill the harddl: 
heart 'with terror and compaffion! bijt God in his 
mercy feemed to intend this calamity lither as a warn
ing, than a ehaftifement to Tufeany in, general; ·for 
if futh a florm had fallen upon a large'and populous 

'City, infiead or a Country where there 'was not 'any 
'very eonu'derable number of houfes and inhabitants, , 
and little elfe to fpend its rage upon' but trees'and 
thickets, without doubt the havock it muft have made 
would have been greater than can well 'be concei'ved. 
The Divine Being was pleafed ,however to reftrain 
his Vengeance, and to let this fcourge fuffice for that 
time, to revive in mankind a due fenfe of his Al
mighty power·. 

• Thefe refteflions do not mID to favour mucb of Athei{ID, wjth 
which Machiavel has been fo liberally charged, and otten by people 
that nevr.T read any of his works. ' He (peak. pretty freely, indeed. 
of the Chu~cb ,of ROlDe, and itl COITuption; which being. reckoned 
a Mortal Sm In One of that CommunIon, fcldom SO" without itl 

But 
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But .to refume the t~read of our narrative. King 
AJp.honfo, as w.e have faid befor~, ~vas diffatisfied 
with the p,eace; and as the war; ,\\ hi<;h he Itad caufed 
Giacopo Piccinino to make upon the' Sieneft without 
~y r~fQllable accafion, was attended with po mare
fial advantage, lie was re'folved to try 'his fortune in 
that which he w~s allowed to commence with the Ge
¥9~(e :py 'the arti~es ~f the late t.r~aty. Accordingly 
w the year ,J 4,5.6, he Ulvaded them both by fea and 
lan~ with it defign to taKe the gov~rnment of their 
,State out of the :hands Qf t~e .Fregofi, ~ho were then 
,in poltefIion of ,it. ~T)d to refto~e it to the Adorni • 
. On t.he other hand, he. (eijt Giacopo ~icCi'ninoover 
tbe TronCo. ,with .a body of fo~ces to fall upon Gif • 
.all,ondo Mala,tena; who having put a.\l his towns in ~ 
J800d p~ftu~e of dl"fenee, made fo vigorous a refi~
_-3nee, that his Maj~fty's arms met' with no fuecefs ~n 
.-dut ent~rprj'ze :':'~d .his attempt upon Genoa 'after
. wards involved both him and his Kingdom in fuch 
troubles as he little expected. Pietro Fregofo was at 
that time Doge' of ; Genoa, and being afraid he fhould 
DQt be able to cope with the King, refolved ~o give 
up. wh~t. he found he could no longer hold himfeIf, to 
fome other Prince, that was able to defend him from 

. his memjes, and perhaps might one time or other 
make him a proper recompence (or it. For ~his pur
pore, he difpatched Ambaffadors to Charles VII. 
~i'1g. of France, with an offer o( t~e State of Genoa.: 
whieh Charles readily accepted of, and Cent King 
Regnier'S Son John of Anjou (who had left Flor~nce 
not long befor~ and was gone back to France) to take 

pnniQ,mellt in this world. The Jefuits. and other rdigious Orders, 
ilccolding as they are touched, never fail arnongfi the "elt of their 
wiles, to brand ruch a one wilh a name that will be fure: to Itick clofe 
to him. A fearful outcry is raifed of Athcift, Infidel, Heretic, mad 
~og, Ikc. 

" Cape faxa manu, cape robora, Pafior," 

And then, bleITc:d is the Zealot that takes up'a flick or a !lone, and 
~cnOCk5 out lIii brains. It ia well other Cburchci have more charity 
and moderation. 
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polfc:ffion of that City: as he thought nobody mor!, 
proper to govern it, than a perfon who was fo well 
acquainted with the cuftoms and genius of the Ita
lians, and might at the fame time have an opportu
flity of profecutiqg his claim tc? the Kingdom of Na
ples, of which his father ~egnier had bc:en deprived 
by King Alphonfo. John of Anjou therefore imme
diately repair~d to Genoa, where Qe was received like: 
a Prince, and invefted with the whole power both of 
the City and the State. 

Alphonfo was not a litde gaUed at this circunJ
nance, perceiving he had drawn an enemy upon his 
back that was much too powerful for him: however 
he boldly purfued his undertaking, and haq already 

. brought his fleet to Porto-fino, near Villa Marina, 
when h~ fuddenly fell fick and died *. By his death 
John of Anjou and the Genoefe were freed from the 
apprehenfions of war: and Ferrando t, who fuc
ceeded his father Alphonfo in the ~ingdom of Na
ples, feeing he had now fo potent :l rival in Italy, be
gan to grow very doubful of the fidelity of his Nobi
lity: many of whom being fond of change, ~e thought 
would fide with the French. Be was likewife afraid 
of the Pope, whofe ambition he was no firan$er to, 
and imagined it would naturally prompt him to make 
fome attempt to wrt'ft hi .. Kil'lgdom from him,- before 
he was thoroughly fetded in his throne. His only 
hopes were in the Duke of Milan, who was no lefs 

• This Prince, furnamed the Wife and Magnanimous, was a very 
great patron, and encourager of literatul-e and learnrd men. A
mongfi: many other infiances of his particular re~ard to them and 
their memory, it i. faid, that at the liege of Galera. when he was 
told, the! e v.ere none of the brge Ilones left, with whid, thry u(td 
to load the mortars, nor any to be found, except at a Country Se3t, 
which, according to an old tradition, had belonged to Cicero, he 
anfwel'ed, •• that be cbole ratber to have bis artillery ufelefs. than to 
{poil what had been the propeny of fo great a man." He uled al
'ways to carr}" Czfar's Commentaries "ith him in hi, voyages and 
journies. and ntver pa:Ted a day without reading lome part of them, 
with ;;n'at attenfion. His device was an open Book. Anton. P3~ 
normit. de diE!. & faa. Alphonli, I. ii. Nllm. n. 
, t ~r Ferdinand I. naturallo~ cf Alpbonfo. 
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anxic}}}} than hm}felf the 
Kingdc}m; app}ehendieg that 
make themfeIve.mafters of it, next 

fo~~l~l ep~~ee }f r1;~~i~~1~~}i}} to 
Duke therefore, immediately afte'i the death of King 
Alphonfo, not only fent fuccours to Ferdinand to af
fift dive repute(c}cn at time. hut W}vt} a 
letter to -him In which exhorteh him to take cour
~ge, and promifed that he would never abandon him 
10 circumf1J}ces. 

Alphc)}fo wa} head, POP} hefign1J to 
have given the Kingdom of Naples to his own Ne
phew Pietro Ludovico Bor~ia: and to fet fo good a 
face the ili,uter mJght ¥}duce reft the 
Italian Princes to acquiefce in it, he gave out that it 
was only his intention to reduce the Kingdom to its 
form}} to Chu}}h in mdic:h he 
fhoulh fhcur~ tCiviliries the of 
as were at that time in his polfeffion, or had ever be
Jong~d !O him: there j and therefore hOhed .. he ~o}ld 
not 1:;r}d any lu}}Ours the Fcrdl}}}d. 
But in the midft of thefe new projeCts and prepa
rations his Holinefs died, and .was fucceeded in the 

!~~}~~}~Ytr:~~:e Pi::rCCilo~~~ic Thii Prmt~l, ~~~~~ 
• The Duke of <>clean. ha~vi~g married a Princ~ ~of the Hoare of 

Vifcomcc who entcciccce to the oc eC':man, U¥¥u the 
fsilurt uf male ~ 

t This was the famous lEneas Sylvias. who, at the age of twenty-

~:,;, att~h~eg~~~~i~ro~~filrat~o~f~~~~!nd!~~~:v~rf!':~:~ ;i~~~:: 
~~s CI'~!t~~:d1'd~c~~did;dc:c~~:~d ~cc'~c~i::\l~~'c~d,f;a, 5d~! 
Scots. After his return, the fame council bonoured him with the 
Charges of'Referend3ry, Abbreviator, Chancellor, General Agent, 

~~~::~~~~~:;!~:~1cE~~:~f }~!EK::; ~~:~'C~c ,~~~1~~d~d';~~~ 
~ompo(ed thofe pieces in favour of t~e Council of Bam, againft Eu-

r;niUI IV. lif!ra~~i~~a~'e ~ft~t~~:,a~~l~f~~pations a:od t~~~ten60n. 

e::hief 
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chief .ftud)' was to 'promotethe common good of 
Chriftendom, and mainmin ,the refpea due to the 

~ 
.nd .iked bis pardon, whO not only forgave him, but ,made bim his 
fecr.tary. After he was exalted to tbe POlltificate, be likewiCe re
traaed them in a Bull, dated April .6, 1~63' which is prefixed to 
.e Qllle6Uoa of hia Works, .. d .may.be reen in Fatl,er I.a~bC·s Col
·It.aion of Council., ,tom • .xiji. p. ~7. It may not be unentertain· 
ing, ~rhaps, to fee in what manner be apologizes for his former 

-<onduB, aad how much his're.timeats wIre altered with ,bi, .cir. 
· cumft,aace.. ,He elLcu{es h.imfd(, for having written tbofe pieces .. hell 
he .·as young, and mcapable of forminlt a right judgment of things. 
'He own., ·that he had· been gl!ilty·&f an error, and delires the Uni· 
"ernty of Cologne, to which he addrelT'c;a, hi. Bull, DOt. to regaql 
what 'he had raid in favour'of the Co~ncil of Bafil, but to condemn 
JEneas Sylvias, and to follow the fentiments of Pius II. .. We are 

.men, ,u.Ylbe, and bave.erred a. lIlen. We do not deny tbat mall1 

.things, whicb we. have {aid, or written, may jultly be condemned. 
We have been {educed like Paul, and per{ecuted the Church of God 
~hto\lgh ignORnce. We now follow St. AuIHn~. example, who bav

jn,g rUffered feveral erroneous featim~nts to efupe bim in his writinss, 
· afterwards retraaed th~nl.· We do jult the fame thing.' We: inge
Duauay confef. our ignorance, being apprehenfive left: what we have 
"ritten in Qur yo~, ;f\Jpuld .occafjoia fome elTor, which may pre
judice the Holy See. For if it is {uitable to any perfon's character, 
to maintain the eminence; and glory of the fint throne of the Church, 
it ia .certainly fo to us, whom tbe . merciful. Gad, 'of his infinite 
goodner, pnly, bath raired. to the diJnityof Vice-gerent of Chrift, 

· ,without'any'merit on our part. Upon all thefe confiderations, we 
fthort and-ad.ife you in the Lord, not to pay any regard to tbofe 
""itings; .which in any wife iujufe the autboTltyof the Apollolie~ 

, Clr . a«ert opinions that the Holy Romi!h Chnrch docs 'not receive. 
··If ;ou nnd any tbing contra..y1:o this in our Dialogues, or UtterS, 
" or In. all~ other of our works,. defpife fuch notion., rcjf!tt'th~m, fpl. 

low __ .hat.we.now m1lintainl believe what 1&'C a.ffert,npw we are in 
years, rather tban wbat· I faid when I w,s yotlng j' re~rd a Pope 
rather than a private man; in !hort, reje8: lEneas SylvlIJ', and re
.eftve' PMf.II. NI~ "i",.,1/.111 "-i.n_ /It-,.ilfa,il' f/JftDII'l __ P,ali· 
.fill., I £MtI1II ",,;;,il', Pi"", ,QC<ipiu. That beathcnifh name was 
given me by my parents at my birth; but tbia Cbriftian name we 
iiUmed, when we were raifed to the Apollolical Charaaer: llhd g"'
til, 1l0/III11 /III_til iadiller, "lIjemli ; . "Ot C"ri/lillallm ill 4IfJjIoUIIII jill· 
"p;..S. And fance it. might be objeaed, that hia Dignity was tbe 
only realOn ~f his cbanging his opinion, he anfwer. ,that, by,.iving 
a thort account of biB life and adions, and of the Council 0 Bam, 
to which he went in the year 1+31, wben he was very yqung •. with-

.. eat ,.eiltperienc:e, and, as lie fays. Ie like a ,bird jull ollt~f itl neft." 
.After he had filled many odler great preferments, and difchar&ed 

(evlral cmbaffiel and negotiations, witb mucb allplau{e and repu
tation, he wal made a Cardioal by Calixtlll 111. wholD he Cucceeded 
in·tbe Papal Chair, ill the year roUa, and reigned fix yearl within 
,three day.. Platina fays, .he ..,as pot only the: .beft, but C)ne of tbe 
moft learned Pootjf. tbllt bad worn the Tiara for PljlllY. ages before 

6 
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Church, laying afide all private inrerefts and 'pamons~ 
crowned Ferdinand King of Naples at the fdllicitatiOll 
of the Duke of Milan; thinking it would be more 
'cafy to compofe all differences ·in 'Italy:by confirming 
-one that ·was·alreadyin poffeffion, ,than either·by-. 
vouring me lFrench in . their l'reten 60ns to that ·King
-dom, or attempting to 'feite upon it himfelf, as 'his 
'predeceffor had defigned. 'Ferdinand, ·in ·return for 
"fo great a favour, Dot orily gave 'hisnatural daughter 
-'in marriage to theP,?pe's:Nephew Antonio, witD·the 
principality of Melfi for 'her dower, -but likewife re
flored Benevento and Terracina to the Church. Af-

·ter·which, the tranquillity of 'haly feemed to be per
-fealy fetded, a:nd the Pope was ufing his utmoO: 
'endeavours, as Calixtus the laft Pontif had done·be
. fore' him, to unite all Chriftian Princes in a league 
~gainft the Turk; when fome animofities, which 
broke' out betwixt the Fregofi and John of 'Anjotl,' 
the new Governor of Genoa, gave birth to fre{h wars, 

. and fuch'as'were of much more' importance than anI 
that had yet happened. . . \ 

him. Hi, works are very pumeroUi. A Catalogue .of. them. may be 
feen in Mr. Henry Wbarton's Appendix to Dr. Cave's Hiftoria Li
terarie, and in the General DiElionary, vol. i. p. S9S' 'Among them, 
there is a remarkable letter (whicb is tbe fifteenth in the fiJ:f!: beok 
of his Epiftles, and tranOated in tbe General lJiElionary, vol. i. p. 
:&90) wherein he gives his own father an account of an amour that 
he had with an Englifh Lady, when he was Ambafradour at $traf. 
bourg, and of tbe fruits of it. Upon whicb, Mr. Wbarton obfenes. 
in tbe work above cited, If tbat he is fo far from lamenting his ci'ime, 
that he even boafts of it there." Indeed it is written with an air' of 
much gaiety.-He likewife wrote another very extraordinary letter 
to Mahomet II. which, as Mr. Bayle lays, bas cut out fufficient 
work for dealers in controverfy. and occalioned a very warm dif. 
pute betwixt the 'famous du Pleffis' Mornai· and Cot-fFeteau, the par
ticulars of which may be found under tbe article Mahomet U. Gen •. 

. Ditt. vol. vii. p. 3p. Where the reader will fee upon what ,ioul 
'motives this great and good Pontif perlhaded tbe Sultan to turn Chrif
tian.-Olearius fays, tbat he re~retted three things 2't' his death: 
Jft, that he had written, The Hlllory of two Lovers, Euryalus and 
Lucretia: s. That he balf canonized 'Catbarine of Siena, who had 
been miftrefs to one of bis Predecet1'ors. 3. That he had ettited ~he 
Chriftian Princes to a war with the Turk. ·Bibliothec. Scriptor. Ec
clef. tom. ii. p.:&8. The two firft 2rtic1es fcem probable; the lall: 
does not, and is direElly contrary to what is faid of him by'all otber 
writers, who affirm, that be had that expedition very mueh at heart 
to the laft breath of hi, life. . 

Pietro 
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Pietro Fregofo was then at a Caftle belonging t.o 

him upon the Sea Coaft, whither he ha4 retired in 
great difguft, that he and his family had not been 
rewarded according to their merits by John of An
jou; as they had been the principal inftruments in 
making him Lord of Genoa. So that at laft they 
came to an open quarrel; at which, Ferdinand was 
not a little plealed, and imagining .that nothing could 
more dfetlually conduce to his eftablifbment in the 
Kingdom of Naples, he fent him fupplies both of 
men atfd money, in hopes that he fhould be able by 

. fuch means to drive his competitor entirely out of 
thefe parts. But John having intelligence of this, 
immediately fent into France for fuccours to make 
head againft his adverfary. who was grown fo for
midable by the r~Tnforcements he had received, that 
John did not think proper to face him at that time. 

~ but kept clofe within the walls of the City in order 
to recure that; which yet he could not do effc:tluaUy. 
For Pietro having found means to enter it privately 
one night, feized upon fome of the {hong pofts: but 
at the return of day light, being engaged by John's 
forces, he was killed himfeJf, and all his men either 
taken prifoners or Oain upon the fpot • 
• Elated with this advantage, John now determined 

to make a defcent upon the Kingdom of Naples: 
for which purpofe he left Genoa in October 1459 with 
a powerful fleer, and fteering his courfe direttly"thi
ther he came to an anchor at Baia, • and from thence 
proceeded to Self a, where he was received by the 

• Thi. City was famous for its hot baths and elegant buildings in 
tbe time of the ancient Romans; and here they lUll thew the ruins 
of certain edifices, ,which they call the palaces of CIeCar, Pompey, 
CiCCIO, and other great men, who ufed to refort tbither. Horace 
teU. UI, it was tbe mod delightful place upon eanh. . 

.. Nullus in orbe locua, Baii. praelucet amceni •• ~ 

The lit~le plot of ground, called the Elyfian Fields, Co mucb cele. 
brated by the Poets, Jie$ about a mile from this place, but bas not 
much to l-ecommend" or make it a4mired at prefent. It is parted 
from Puteoli by an arm of the Sea about two or three miles broad, 
over which tbe Emperor Caligula built Ii bridge. Suet. Tacit. 

Duke 
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. Duke of that place; and foon after his arrival, the 

Prince of Taranto, the people of Aquila, and many 
other Princes and Cities declared . .tor him: fo that 
the whole Kingdom was in a ms\iner 10ft. Ferdi
nand feeing this, had recourfe ·to the Pope and the 
Duke of Milan' for affiftance, and that he might 
have the fewer enemies to deal with, he came to an 
accommodation with Gifmodo Malatefta; at which, 
Giacopo Piccinino (who was an avowed enemy to 
Malatefta) took fuch offence that he prefentl)1 quitted 
the fervice of Ferdinand, and went over toth.rench. 
He likewife endeavoured to engage Frederic Lord of 
Urbino in his interefts, by a confiderable fubfidy; 
and having affembled a pretty good army (for thofe 
times) with as much expedition as pomble; he ad
vanced to meet the enemy: bur earning to an en
gagement on the banks of the Sarni, he was totally 
routed, and moft of his principal officers taken pri
foners. 

After this defeat, all the "eft of the towns re
volted to John of Anjou, except Naples itfelf and 
fome few other places; which ftill adhered to Ferdi
nand. Piccinino advifed John to purfue his viCtory 
and march diretlly to Naples; for when that was re
duced, he faid, the whole Kingdom would imme
diately drop into his hands: but he determined, on 
the contrary, to ftrip his compelitor entirely of what 
little he had ~hen left in thofe parts, before he at
tacked the Capital; out of a perfuafion, that wh~n 
he had cut off all fupplies from the Country, he 
fhould eafily make himtclf mafier of the City: not 
confidering that the members follow the motions of 
the head more naturally, than the he,d is direCted by 
thore of the members. This refolution, however, 
proved fatal to his defigns, and overfet the whole 
expedition. For Ferdinand after his defeat had re
tired into Naples, where he received great numbers 
of his fubjeCts who had been driven out of their pof
femons; and having raifed fome money amongft the 
Citizens there by gentle and. pe~fuafivc means, he 

by 
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by degrees formed a little army. He like"'ifc £91 .. 
)idted the Pope and the Duke Qf Milill for frdb 
fUccours : each of wholP' fent him fpc:c.dier aad: lllUcb. 
more effeCtual fupplies than they had done befor.e a 
as the, both bega" to. be under very great apprc-. 
henfions that the Kingdom of Naples would be ut
terly loR'. Strengthened, by thefe reinforcements Fer .. 
dinand marched out of Naples, and baving retaken 
feveral of the towns which the enemy had fcized 
upon, began in fome meafllre to recover his cre~ 
~d~reu& . 

But whilft the war was thus carried on with various 
ruecefs on both fides in the Kingdom of Naples, an 
event happened which robbed John of Anjou of aU 
his glory, and made him dcfpair of any Cunner fue
cefs in that enterprize. The Genoefc b~iDg tbo-
roughly fick of the avarice and infolence of the 
French, at laft took up arms againft their deputy. 
governor, and forced him to fly for refuge into the 
Citadel: and in this infurreCtion both the Fregoli and 
Adorni concurring, were aBilled with men and mo
ney by the Duke of Milan in their endeavours to re" 
cover and maintain their liberties. So that KiD« 
Regnier, who fcon after came thither to tbe relief 
of his Son with a bo~y of forces on board fome traDf
ports, in hopes of prderving Genoa, as the Citadel 
itill held oqt for him, was routed almoft as foon as be 
had landed his men, and forced to return with grc.' 
difgrace into Provence. 
. When the news of this overthrow' arriv~d in the 
Kingdom of Naples, John was not a little fhockfd 
at it: yet he did not abandon his undertaking, bue 
carried on the war for fome time,' chiefly by the (up. 
port of fuch of the Nobility as had revolted from 
Ferdinand and "'efpaired of ever making their peace 
with him. At laft, however, after many other oc
currences, the two armies came: to a general engage
ment near Troia in the year 1463, in which Jobo 
was defeated. But he was not fo much hurt by 
this overthrow, as by the defection of Giacopo Pjc~ 

~iniAo, 
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cinino, -who went back again foon after into Ferdi
nand's fervice: fo that being now in a manner dif
armed, he retired into. lftria, and from thence into 
France. This war continued four years, and during 
the courfe of it, John of Anjou more than once loft: 
'that by negligence and fupinenefs, which had been 
honourabiy gained by the valour of his Soldiers. 

The Florentines had not publickly taken either 
fide in tnefe difputes; and when they were impor
tuned by Amba1fadors fent from John King of Ar
ragon (who was lately called to the government of 
that Kingdom, upon the death of King Alphonfo) 
to fuccour his Nephew Ferdinand, as they were 
obliged to do by their late treaty with his Father 
Alphonfo, they made anfwer, "that they had "no 
c:onnetl:ion with Ferdinand, and did not think them:' 
fClves under any obligation to am! the Son in a war 
which his Father had commenced, and as it was be
gun without their advice or concurrence, he might 
either continue or end it as he likeq beft, fiDee he 
had nothing to expect: from them!' Upon which. 
the Ambaffadors having charged them, in the name 
of their Mafter, with a breach of the treaty, and de
dared that he would expect: to be indemnified by 
them for any future loffes he might fuftain thereby, 

- immediately left the City with much indignation and 
refentment. But notwithftanding the Florentines had 
not embroiled theOlfelves in thefe wars abroad, they 
were far from enjoying tranquillity at home, as !hall 
be related more at large in the next book. 

• All tbe Italian Copie&, that I have feen, fay Iftria, but it is a 
lIliftake: for it was not Iftria that he retired to, but Ifchia, a little 
Hand in tbe Neapolitan Sea, fifteen milcs Weft of the City of Naples .. 

END OF THE SIXTH BOOK. 
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