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PREFACE TO THE DOVER EDITION

Since the publication of the first edition of this book,
seven conflicts have earned a place in the history of
battles: the fourth Israeli-Arab encounter in the Mid-
dle East; the continuation of the Vietnam War,
which was then still in progress; the U.S.S.R. inva-
sion of Afghanistan; the Iran-Iraq clash over the
Shatt-al-Arab waterway; the 74-day war over the
Falkland Islands: the Israeli incursion into LLebanon
to root out the Palestine Liberation Organization;
and the U.S. invasion of the island nation of Gre-

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

nada. Accounts of these will be found, in chronolog-
ical order, in the Appendix beginning on page 491. A
new supplement to the ““Suggestions for Further
Reading,”’ listing 25 titles published since 1967, fol-
lows the original list, which begins on page 495. A
new supplement to the Index, covering the material
In the new Appendix, appears at the very end of the
volume.

D. E.

This book attempts to provide the essential de-
tails of all the major battles in recorded history.
It covers more than 1,560 separate and distinct
military engagements, from the first battle of
Megiddo 1in 1479 B.c. to the fighting in Vietnam
during the 1960’s. The battles are listed alpha-
betically and 1dentified by war, revolution, politi-
cal movement, and so on. As far as possible, the
entry for each battle presents the strategic situa-
tion, date of combat, military commanders, num-
ber of troops involved, tactics employed, casual-
ties, and consequences of the action. With few
exceptions each battle takes the name of its
geographic location, whether it be a world-famous
site such as Rome or a once-obscure hamlet in
South Vietnam. This is true even for battles that
may be equally well known by another name.
What i1s called in Great Britain the Glorious First
of June (June 1, 1794) 1is treated in this book
under the title Ushant II, Lose-coat Field under
Empingham, and two battles identified as Spurs
under (Guinegate and Courtrai. The only ex-

vs. Shannon: the

ceptions to this placement are the English-Scots

battle at Cowton Moor, which is listed under the

better-known name of (The) Standard; the
American-British naval battle called Chesapeake
1942 American carrier-based
bombing of Japan, which President F. D. Roose-
velt reported as originating in Shangri-La; and
three World War II naval engagements listed
under the names of the principal ships involved
—Graf Spee, Bismarck, and Prince of Wales—

Repulse.

Battle names are derived from the place names
In use at the time of the engagement. Thus the
1302 conflict in Belgium 1s called the battle of
Courtrai rather than the modern name of Kor-
trijk. In all such cases, however, the modern name
1Is also given in the text. (In like manner mili-
tary commanders are called by their rank at
the time of the battle, without regard to the
several grades of general and admiral). Roman
numerals are used to show the occurrence of
more than one battle at a particular site. Thus
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Preface

the battles of 1778 and 1794 at Ushant are en-
titled Ushant I and Ushant II, respectively.

In addition to entries for major battles there
are about 150 brief entries that identify parts of
larger battles and cross-refer to them. Examples
are: Kasserine Pass (to Tunisia), Jackson (to
Vicksburg), and Freeman’s Farm (to Saratoga).
Well-known variant names of battles are listed
in the text as cross-reference entries. Also includ-
ed within the alphabetical arrangement ar¢ more
than eighty entries for the major wars of the
world, from the Persian-Greek wars to the Viet-
nam conflict. These entries contain cross reter-
ences, in chronological order, to the names of bat-
tles in each conflict. In addition there are dozens
of entries for countries and geographical areas,
with chronological cross references to the war
entries and to entries for battles that are not
associated with a broad-scale conflict.

The cross references found at the end of almost
every entry list the relevant battles that 1m-
mediately preceded and followed. Those battles
that are a part of a named war or a series of
related conflicts also carry a cross reference to
the appropriate parent entry.

A battle is usually defined as a general fight
or encounter between hostile military forces.
Some of the elements of the definition include
length of time of the encounter, scale (inten-
sity) of fighting, size of the forces involved, 1n-
fluence on a particular campaign, and decisive-
ness of the action. A battle may be further de-
fined by distinguishing it from a skirmish, a raid,
or a siege. This book, however, uses the term
battle in the broadest sense—that 1s, as a con-
frontation between opposing armed forces that
resulted in casualties or in a change in the mili-
tary situation. Under this definition many pro-
longed holding operations (such as those at
Vicksburg and Plevna) are treated as battles
even though a major feature may have been one
of siege. Similarly, Dieppe is called a battle 1n
this book although the action was planned and
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executed as a raid on an enemy-held town. The
need to broaden the definition of a battle has
been highlighted by warfare 1n the twentieth
century in which entire countries became a sin-
gle battlefield and the military action was sus-

tained over a period of weeks or even months.
This trend began 1in World War I with such
battles as Serbia and Rumania, continued i1nto
the 1930’s with Ethiopia and Albania, and culmi-
nated in World War II with such battles as
Poland, Norway, and Britain. The clearest ex-
ample of a nation becoming a theater of action
was the fighting in Russia resulting from the Ger-
man invasion of 1941. The struggle for the Soviet
Union, a contest spread over thousands of miles
and lasting three years, has been rightly called
history’s greatest continuous land battle.

[t might be argued that some of the engage-
ments in South Vietnam reported in this book
fall to meet even the modern definition of a
battle. Yet, in terms of national eftort, inter-
national attention, and sheer intensity of fighting,
each of these encounters seems to merit a place
in history equal to (or perhaps even exceeding)
that accorded such battles as those fought by
Xenophon’s Ten Thousand at Cunaxa, the Crusa-
ders at Jerusalem, or General J. E. B. Stuart’s
cavalry at Bristoe Station.

As stated earlier, the battle descriptions 1n
this book are listed under the geographic loca-
tions. This arrangement indicates that Jerusalem,
the site of nine separate battles, has been the

‘most fought-over place in the world. Next In

line for this unenviable distinction are Adrianople
(Edirne), Constantinople (Istanbul), and Rome,
each the site of seven battles; Warsaw, with six;
Pavia, five; and Alexandria, Baghdad, Paris,
Prague, and Ravenna, four. The present-day 1m-
portance of most of these cities testifies to man's
inherent capability to endure and build anew.

DAVID EGGENBERGER
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Aachen (World War II). This first German city

to fall to the Allies was captured in bitter fighting
between October 13 and 20, 1944. See Siegiried
Line.
Abensberg (Napoleonic Empire Wars), 1809.
When the armies of Napoleon I bogged down in
Spain, Austria declared war on France for the
fourth time since 1792. With 200,000 reorganized
troops, Archduke Charles Louis, brother of Em-
peror Francis I, began crossing the Inn River on
April 10, 1809. Marching into Bavaria south of
the Danube River, Charles hoped to trap the
III French Corps of Marshal Louis Davout at
Regensberg (Ratisbon). Realizing his danger, Da-
vout fought his way 18 miles southwest on April 19
to link up with Marshal Francois Lefebvre’s VII
Corps at Abensberg. Meanwhile, Napoleon hur-
ried forward from Paris to take direct command.
On April 20 he sent a provisional corps (25,000
men ), commanded by Marshal Jean Lannes, south
of Abensberg against the thinly stretched Austrian
center. A hard-hitting French attack thrust be-
tween the wings of Charles’s army. The archduke’s
right wing pulled back to Eggmuhl (Eckmuhl),
south of Regensberg, while Gen. Baron Johann
Hiller’s left wing retreated south toward Landshut,
on the Isar River. French casualties were few; the
Austrians lost 2,700 killed and wounded and 4,000
prisoners. See Oporto; Sacile; Landshut; Na-
poleonic Empire Wars.

Abukir (Wars of the French Revolution), 1799.
While Napoleon Bonaparte was withdrawing to
Egypt from his repulse at Acre in May 1799, a
Turkish expeditionary force of 18,000 men under
Mustafa IV landed at Abukir, east of Alexandria,
on July 15. Napoleon hurriedly regrouped his
Egyptian forces and moved against the Turkish
positions on the Abukir peninsula with 7,700 men.
On July 25 a fierce French assault cracked the first
Turkish defense line in an hour, shattering the
force of 8,000 enemy troops. Continuing their ar-
tillery-supported attack against the second line, the
French rolled up this position as well, killing or
scattering another 6,000 of Mustafa’s men. Press-
iIng on up the peninsula, Napoleon destroyed the
entire army, except for a few thousand that held
out in Fort Abukir until August 2. In all, Turkish

losses were 2,000 killed, 10—-11,000 drowned try-
ing to escape, and 3,000 captured. French casual-
ties numbered 150 killed and 750 wounded.

Learning that the armies of the French Directory
had been suffering serious defeats in Italy and
Germany, Napoleon embarked for France on Au-
gust 22. He left Gen. Jean Kléber to command the
army in Egypt. See Acre III; Trebbia River lI;
Stokach I; Montebello; Alexandria III; French
Revolution Wars.

Abu Klea (War for the Sudan), 1885. Seven
months after Gen. George “Chinese” Gordon was
trapped in Khartoum by the Sudanese Mahdists, a
relief expedition left Cairo. Commanded by Gen.
Sir Garnet Wolseley, the column pressed up the
Nile toward Khartoum, 800 miles away. In north-
ern Sudan Wolseley sent an 1,800-man camel corps
under Gen. Sir Herbert Stewart directly across
country, where the Nile makes a great bend to the
east. At Abu Klea, a caravan stop 63 miles south-
west of Ed Damer, Stewart’s troops encountered
almost 10,000 Mahdist followers of Mohammed
Ahmed. In a desperate hand-to-hand battle on Jan-
uary 17, the Sudanese were repulsed with more
than a thousand killed. Anglo-Egyptian casualties
were 168.

Stewart’s corps fought its way to the Nile two
days later, but their commander was mortally
wounded. On January 24 the force, now under
LLord Charles Beresford, began moving upriver to
Khartoum, where they arrived four days later—
and 48 hours too late to save Gordon. See Khar-
toum; Atbara; Sudan, War for the.

Aclea (Danish Invasions of Britain), 851. The
increasingly deep thrusts of the Danish Vikings
into Britain brought on the major battle of Aclea
(Oakley), south of the Thames. King Ethelwulf,
son of Egbert and father of Alfred, deployed his
Wessex army to meet the invaders. In a fierce
struggle his men repelled the Danes. "The success-
ful defense helped establish Wessex as the premier
state among the heptarchial kingdoms of Britain.
But it was the only major victory of the West
Saxons over the Danes during Ethelwulf’s life-
time. See Hingston Down; York; Danish Invasions
of Britain.
Acragas

(Carthaginian Invasion of Sicily),
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Acre 1

406 B.c. The Carthaginian scourge of Sicily, which
began in 409, made Acragas (Agrigentum), on the
southwest coast, the target three years later. Em-
ploying the same tactics he had used successfully
at Selinus and Himera, Hannibal (not to be con-
fused with the famed general of the Punic Wars)
laid siege to the city, which was commanded by
Dexippus, a Spartan. Although an epidemic swept
through the Carthaginian camp, killing Hannibal
and many others, Himilcce, a cousin, succeeded to
the command and continued the siege.

As 1n the earlier battles, a force of Syracusans,
this time 35,000 men commanded by Daphnaeus,
marched to the relief of the city. Under the walls
of Acragas a pitched battle took place, in which
the Carthaginians were partially defeated. How-
ever, dissension broke out among the Sicilians, and
many mercenaries deserted. Finally, after eight
months, the entire garrison abandoned the city,
which was then occupied by the victorious Himilco.
See Selinus-Himera; Syracuse I1.

Acre I (Third Crusade), 1189—1191. The crush-
ing Christian defeat at Tiberias and subsequent loss
of Jerusalem 1n 1187 left the Turkish general
Saladin master of the Near East except for the
Frankish hold on Tyre. By luck, Conrad of Mont-
ferrat (in Italy) arrived at Tyre with a shipload of
French knights in the summer of 1187, just in time
to help repulse Saladin’s attack on the city. For the
next year Conrad built up his strength by recruit-
ing armed pilgrims to his standard. Then, in July
1188, Saladin paroled Guy of Lusignan, the de-
feated king of Jerusalem. The two Christian lead-
ers immediately quarreled over supreme command.
Finally, in August 1189, King Guy marched out
to attack the Moslem garrison at Acre, 20 miles
to the south. Conrad followed in September.

Acre, a powerful fortress built on a peninsula,
defied capture. The two rival Christian leaders,
with about 30,000 men in all, prepared siege lines
a mile to the east on the Hill of Turon. A miie still
farther east Saladin built countersiege lines. A
deadlock developed, in which both sides suffered
more from disease and hunger than from combat,
throughout 1190.

Meanwhile the three greatest kings of Europe
were moving eastward 1n the Third Crusade. First
to start was the red-bearded Frederick I, Barba-
rossa, Holy Roman emperor. Frederick led a strong
contingent of Germans through the Balkans and
Asia Minor but drowned in the Calycadnus
(Goksu) River in Cicilia on June 10, 1190. His
large army soon melted away and his son Frederick
V of Swabia arrived in front of Acre in October
with only 1,000 men-at-arms. The other two Kings
—colorless Philip II, Augustus, of France and
flamboyant Richard I, Coeur de Lion, of England
—set off 1n the summer of 1190, somewhat reluc-
tant allies. They wintered in Sicily. Philip then
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salled directly to Acre, arriving there on April 20,
1191. Richard stopped over at Cyprus to wrest
that island from the Byzantine Empire and did not
land on the beach at Acre until June 8.

The Christian host that had assembled at Acre

quarreled too much among themselves to launch a
unified assault on the fortress. But their piecemeal
attacks, coupled with the tight blockade instituted
by their ships in the harbor, forced the Moslem
garrison to capitulate on July 12, ending the two-
year siege. The victory brought new quarreling
among the crusade commanders. Leopold, duke of
Austria (who led the German contingent after the
death of Frederick of Swabia in the last year of
the siege), and King Philip sailed for Europe;
Conrad sulked in Tyre; Richard, allied with King
Guy, became sole leader of the crusade. When
Saladin refused to honor the surrender terms of
the Acre garrison, Richard executed all 2,700
Moslem captives. He then took the coast road
south toward Jerusalem. See Jerusalem VIII;
Arsouf; Crusades.
Acre II (Crusader-Turkish Wars), 1291. By 1290
the Christian kingdom of Jerusalem had been re-
duced to a few fortresses on the coast, ruled by
the absent King Henry II (III of Cyprus). That year
street rioting between Christians and Moslems 1n
Acre, the strongest of the remaining Frankish forts,
prompted the Egyptian sultan Al-Ashraf to organ-
ize an offensive against Acre. On April 6, 1291, the
Mamelukes, with 60,000 horsemen and 100,000
foot soldiers, laid siege to the city. Amalric, bro-
ther of King Henry, commanded the Christian
garrison, which consisted of 1,000 mounted men
and 15,000 infantry.

Despite heavy bombardment from Egyptian
siege engines, Acre resisted stoutly. On May 4
King Henry arrived from Cyprus with reinforce-
ments—100 knights and 2,000 infantry—>but they
were not enough to counterbalance the steady attri-
tton brought on by Moslem attacks. The outer wall
fell on May 15, and 1n a general assault three days
later the Mamelukes stormed the inner gates and
burst into the city. The king and his brother es-
caped with a few nobles to Cyprus, while other
Christians fought hopelessly in the streets. By the
end of the day the Mameluke victory was complete.
Most of the defenders died fighting; the others fell
into captivity and were sold off as slaves. Acre was
thoroughly sacked and its tfortifications demolished.

On the following day, May 19, the garrison at
Tyre abandoned that city in the face of a threat-
ened attack. Sidon and Beirut fell in July, the
Mount Carmel monasteries in August. By the end
of the summer the last of the Frankish warriors
had been erased from the Asian mainland. Syria
and Palestine lay under Moslem dominion as com-
plete as that in 1097 when the First Crusade
began. See Tripoli, in Lebanon; Crusades.




Acre III (Wars of the French Revolution), 1799.
During the summer of 1798 Napoleon Bonaparte
had conquered Egypt only to be cut off from
Europe by the defeat of his fleet at the Nile by the
British navy. He then turned eastward, on Febru-
ary 6, 1799, to carry the war against Turkey into
Syria. With 13,000 men and 52 cannon Napoleon
brushed past weak Turkish resistance to reach
Jaffa on March 7. Here more than 1,000 Turkish
soldiers who had broken parole to defend the
city were recaptured and shot. On March 18 the
French arrived at Acre, which was defended by a
Turkish force under Ahmed Pasha, called
Djezzar (the Butcher). Aiding Turkish resistance
was a British task force of two vessels under
Sidney Smith, which protected all the city except
the landward side from attack. Napoleon settled
down to besiege Acre.

A month later a Turkish column approached
the city from the southeast. Napoleon detached
Gen. Jean Kléber’s division to hold off this ad-
vance. On April 16 Kléber, with the aid of a sec-
ond French force, routed the Turks at Mount
Tabor. Acre, however, continued to hold out
against all French eflorts to break into the city.
Finally, when plague struck Napoleon’s troops, he
raised the siege on the night of May 20 and with-
drew toward Egypt. In all, he had lost 2,200 dead,
including 1,000 from disease. See Pyramids; Abu-
kir; French Revolution Wars.

Acre IV (Egyptian Revolt against Turkey),
1840. The growing power of Mehemet (Moham-
med) Ali of Egypt in the Near East alarmed the
major nations of Europe. In the summer of 1839
Egyptian forces had destroyed a strong Turkish
army at Nizib and captured the sultan’s fleet at
Alexandria. Mahmud II had died and had been
succeeded by his 16-year-old son, Abdul-Medjid 1,
who was powerless to oust the Egyptians from
Syria. Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia
(with France opposing) then intervened. The Eng-
lish admiral Robert Stopford took an allied fleet
into the eastern Mediterranean. On November 3
Stoptord’s ships bombarded Acre, in modern
Israel, reduced the defenses, and stormed the
town. The Egvptian forces of Gen. Ibrahim Pasha,
son of Mehemet Ali, evacuated Acre and soon all
of Syria. The following year Mehemet Ali agreed
to return the Turkish fleet and abandon claims to
Syria in exchange for the hereditary rule of Egypt.

See Nizib; Oltenita; Egyptian Revolt against
Turkey.
Acroinum (Moslem-Byzantine Wars), 739.

I'wenty years after they had been driven away from
Constantinople, the Arabs surged back into Asia
Minor. The Byzantine emperor Leo III, the Isaur-
l1an, met the new invasion at Acroinum (Akroinon),
In ancient Phrygia, in 739. In a great battle the
Moslems of the Hisham caliphate were defeated

Actium

and turned back toward Damascus. This check 1n
Asia Minor followed the blunting of Moslem
thrusts on the two extremes of their empire—
France and China—and was the last aggression
of the Ommiad dynasty. See Constantinople 1V;
Tours; Kashgar; Moslem Conquests.

Actium (Wars of the Second Triumvirate),
31 B.C. Mark Antony’s commitment of Roman
resources to Egypt and Cleopatra VII ensured
a showdown with his rival triumvir Octavian.
While Antony’s fortunes in Rome were in decline,
the 32-year-old Octavian had been steadily win-
ning popular favor by substituting moderation and
mercy ftor earlier cruelties. In May 32 B.c. Antony
formally divorced Octavian’s sister Octavia. Oc-
tavian then publicized Antony’s will, which deeded
various Roman possessions to the children of his
afftair with Cleopatra. Roman sentiment became
so outraged that Octavian was directed to make
war on Egypt.

Early in 31 B.Cc. Octavian landed an army of
40,000 men 1n Epirus, on the west coast of Greece.
Just to the south, in the Ambracian Gulf, stood
Antony’s Roman-Egyptian fleet. On the promon-
tory of Actium, on the south side of the gulf, stood
Antony’s army, numbering also about 40,000 men.
For months the two antagonists eyed each other
without giving battle. During this time, however,
Octavian’s ships cut Antony’s supply line from
the Peloponnesus back to Egypt. Finally, at dawn
on September 2, 31 B.C., Antony risked everything
on a naval battle. With a superiority in numbers
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Adana

(480 against slightly more than 400) and in the
size of 1ts warships, the Roman-Egyptian navy
sailed 1nto the Ionian Sea, seeking an early advan-
tage over the lighter Liburnian (two banks of oars)
vessels of Octavian. Antony himself commanded
the right squadron, Marcus Octavius the center,
C. Sosius the left. Cleopatra’s squadron stood in
the rear, to the right of center. Opposing this for-
mation were the three enemy squadrons com-
manded by, from left to right, Marcus Vipsanius
Agrippa, Arruntius, and Octavian.

Each side tried to turn the opponent’s northern
flank. In the afternoon Antony’s center and left
began giving way. Cleopatra then sailed her 60
Egyptian ships between the two struggling armadas
and left the scene of battle. Antony transferred to
a quinquereme (five banks of oars) and followed,
boarding the Egyptian flagship Antonia farther out
in the Ionian Sea. The leaderless Antonian navy
was now hopelessly beaten. Octavian’s swifter Li-
burnians, dodging the rams and missiles of the
heavier vessels, methodically set fire to the oppos-
ing warships. At the end of ten hours of fighting,
the few survivors of Antony’s burning fleet sur-
rendered. Five thousand of his men were dead.

On land the flight of Antony caused equal con-
sternation among the troops. They became even
more frustrated when their leader, P. Crassus
Canidius, fled to Egypt also. Octavian refused
to attack them. Each day desertions increased. By
September 9 the entire army had melted away.

In Rome popular clamor forced Octavian to
launch an 1nvasion of Egypt the following year.
He arrived at Alexandria on August 1, 30 B.Cc. The
still powerful army (11 legions) Antony had sta-
tioned to defend Egypt promptly deserted to the
enemy. Antony and, then, Cleopatra committed
suicide. Octavian looted the Ptolemaic treasures,
exacted a tribute, and returned to Rome as sole
master of the Western world. Three vyears later
the senate conferred upon him the title ““Augustus”
(exalted). As such he became the first ruler of the
Roman Empire that was to endure for the next
500 years. The battle of Actium had determined
that Europe’s cultural axis would not be turned
toward the East. See Phraaspa; Naulochus; Lippe
River; Second Triumvirate, Wars of the.

Adana (Byzantine-Moslem Wars), 964. The con-
tinuation of the century-old Byzantine counter-
oftensive against the Moslems in Asia Minor fell
to coregents in 963: the widow Theophano and
the able general Nicephorus II Phocas. Nicepho-
rus, the conqueror of Crete, took an army over the
Taurus Mountains to swoop down on Adana, near
the eastern Mediterranean coast. The strong Mos-
lem garrison was subdued. A year later the aggres-
sive Byzantine general rode 23 miles to the west
to take Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia and birth-
place ot Saint Paul. Nicephorus, who married his
attractive coregent, now stood ready to attack the
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disintegrating Moslem empire in Syria. See Samo-
sata; Candia I; Aleppo-Antioch; Moslem Con-
quests.

Admiralty Islands (World War II). Particularly
Los Negros and Manus, seized from the Japanese
by U.S. troops between February 29 and March
18, 1944. See Rabaul.

Adrianople I (Civil Wars of the Roman Empire),
323. After nine years of uneasy peace, the inevita-
ble conflict broke out between the two Roman
emperors—Constantine I, ruler of the West, and
Licinianus Licinius, sovereign of the East. One
of the basic points of difference between the two
rulers was the Christian religion, which Constan-
tine tolerated but Licinius persecuted. The 1mme-
diate cause of the civil war was a dispute over the
prime responsibility for repelling Gothic invasions
of the Balkans. Constantine marched into Thrace
with an army of more than 50,000 men. At Adrian-
ople (Hadrianopolis, or modern Edirne), 130 miles
northwest of Byzantium (later Constantinople), he
encountered an army of similar size under Licinius.
On July 3 Constantine skillfully maneuvered the
castern army out of its entrenched position. In the
open, his disciplined veterans overpowered LicCin-
lus’ 1nexperienced troops. More than 20,000 died
in a fierce battle that found Licinius retreating into
Byzantium. See Cibalae; Byzantium II; Roman
Empire.

Adrianople II (Gothic Invasions of the Roman
Empire), 378. Pushed from the north by the savage
Huns, the Visigoths received permission from
Valens, Roman emperor of the East, to settle south
of the Danube 1n 376. But conflict with the Ro-
mans 1n the area soon led to open fighting, in
which much of Thrace was devastated, the follow-
Ing year. Valens marched a Roman army against
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the semicivilized Goths, who were commanded
by a chieftain named Fritigern. Ten miles from
Adrianople (Edirne), the Romans came up against
the massed enemy. Valens, without waiting for
reinforcements that were on the way tfrom Italy,
launched an attack on August 9, 378, while the
Gothic cavalry was oftf on a foraging expedition.
Deploying his own cavalry on both wings, Valens
drove the Goths back on their wagon barricade.
But at that moment the barbarian horsemen re-
turned unexpectedly and quickly routed the Ro-
man cavalry. The Gothic cavalry then rode down
the helpless legionaries, methodically cutting their

formations to pieces. Some 20,000 of the 30,000

Roman infantry were Kkilled, including Valens. (It
was a slaughter reminiscent of Cannae, almost 600
years earlier, and one that would not be repeated
untill 1382 at Roosebeke.) The Goths moved on
Adrianople itself but could not penetrate the city’s
walls.

This battle of Adrianople is one of the most
decisive in history. It established the supremacy of
cavalry over infantry for the next thousand years.
And i1t demonstrated that barbarians could over-
whelm a Roman army inside the empire’s frontiers.
Adrianople was the greatest loss suffered by a
Roman army since the German victory at Teuto-
burger Wald in A.p. 9. Theodosius I (the Great),
who became emperor of the Eastern Empire the
following year, patched together an uneasy peace
with the Goths, but the eventual destruction of
Rome was now certain. See Chalons-sur-Marne I;
Aquileia II; Roman Empire.

Adrianople III (Wars of the Byzantine Empire),
972. A new threat appeared on the European bor-
ders of the Byzantine Empire in the middle of the
tenth century. Under Sviatoslav, the duke of Kiev,
the Russians crossed the Balkan Mountains and
seized Philippopolis (Plovdiv) in 969. They pressed
on south along the valley of the Maritsa toward
Constantinople. From the Byzantine capital the
energetic general John I Zimisces, guardian of
youthtul Emperor Basil II, marched out to meet
the invading infantry. Near Adrianople (Edirne) a
combined force of 30,000 Imperial infantry and
cavalry blocked the advance of the 60,000 Rus-
sitans. The veteran Byzantine foot archers riddled
the enemy ranks with arrows; the cavalry then
routed them with a hard charge. With the aid of
Byzantine ships on the Danube, John I drove the
Russtans completely out of Bulgaria. But this vic-
tory proved to be a mixed blessing. It enabled
another Balkan opponent of the Byzantines, the
Bulgars, to increase their strength. Meanwhile
Sviatoslav and his survivors, on their way back to
Kiev, were attacked by Patzinaks (Pechenegs); the
duke was killed. See Aleppo-Antioch; Novgorod;
Sofia.

Adrianople IV (Fourth Crusade), 1205. After
conquering and sacking Constantinople in 1204,

Adrianople VI1I

the Latin crusaders under Baldwin I (IX of
Flanders) and the Venetian doge Enrico Dandolo
marched northwest toward Bulgaria. Here Kaloyan
(Yoannitsa), third Asen ruler of the Bulgarian Em-
pire, had refused to acknowledge the supremacy of
Baldwin. To meet the mounted army from Con-
stantinople, Kaloyan supplemented his Bulgars
with local Greeks and Turkish Cumans. The rival
armies met at Adrianople (Edirne) on April 15.
When the Bulgar cavalry feigned a withdrawal, the
[Latin knights (mostly Franks) rode in hot pursuit.
The Bulgars suddenly wheeled about and assaulted
their disorganized foe. The Count of Blois and
many other Latins fell in the ensuing rout. Press-
ing their advantage, the Bulgars swept the field,
capturing Baldwin, who later died (or was mur-
dered) in captivity. Kaloyan went on to ravage
much of Thrace and Macedonia. See Stara Zagora;
Constantinople V; Philippopolis 1I; Crusades.
Adrianople V (Byzantine-Bulgarian Wars), 1254.
During the half-century that Latin emperors ruled
at Constantinople (1204-61), 1ncessant warfare
gripped the states of the Near East. Bulgaria, under
the youthful ruler Michael Asen, lost southern
Thrace and part of Macedonia to the Nicaean em-
peror John III Ducas (Vatatzes). When the aggres-
sive John died in 1254, Michael sought to regain
his lost territories. He marched to Adrianople
(Edirne) the same year. Here he encountered the
army of John’s successor, Theodore II Lascaris.
The Bulgarians were thoroughly beaten. Four years
later the Asen line of rulers died out, and 1n the
next century Turkey absorbed the Second Bul-
garian Empire. See Klokotnitsa; Constantinople VI.
Adrianople VI (Capture by Ottoman Turks),
1365. The great Serbian leader Stephen Dushan,
the self-proclaimed emperor of the Serbs, Greeks,
Bulgars, and Albanians, took Adrianople (Edirne)
from the Byzantine Empire on his thrust toward
Constantinople in 1355. But he died on December
20 of that year, ending his hope of consolidating
the Balkans against the growing power of the Otto-
man Turks. Dushan’s concern was well taken. The
Turks, who had established themselves in Europe
at Gallipoli 1n 1354, began overrunning Thrace. In
1365, under Murad I, they attacked and seized the
historic crossroads town of Adrianople, 130 miles
northwest of Constantinople. The city became the
capital of the Ottomans, replacing Bursa, in 1366.
See Bursa; Maritsa River.

Adrianople VII (First Balkan War), 1913. Al-
though Bulgaria agreed to an armistice with Tur-
key on December 3, 1912, Czar Ferdinand 1 kept
his troops near Constantinople and Adrianople
(Edirne), 130 miles to the northwest. During the
negotiations the Turkish government agreed to give
up Adrianople. Thereupon a coup d’état in Con-
stantinople overthrew the ministry of Mohammed
V. Nationalists led by Enver Bey determined to
hold on to the city. On February 3, 1913, the war
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Aduwa

resumed, with the Bulgarians investing Adrianople.
The city was forced to capitulate on March 26.
This battle ended the war, except for the continuing
siege of Shkoder (Scutari) by Montenegro. A peace
treaty was signed at London on May 30. (During
the Second Balkan War, Turkey took advantage of
the quarreling among its enemies to reoccupy and
hold Adrianople.) See Ioannina; Shkoder 11; Balkan
Wars.

Aduwa (Italian-Ethiopian War 1), 1896. The
[talian protectorate over Ethiopia (Abyssinia), se-
cured by treaty in 1889, was overthrown by King
of Kings Menelik II six years later. From the
[talian colony of Eritrea, along the Red Sea, the
government of King Humbert 1 sent troops into
northern Ethiopia in March 1895. The 1nvasion
force, commanded by Gen. Oreste Baratieri, suf-
fered two minor setbacks at the hands of the Ethi-
opian forces. To redeem his nation’s prestige,
Premier Francesco Crispr ordered the Italian gen-
eral to fight and win a major victory. At Aduwa,
about 80 miles south of Asmara, Eritrea, Baratieri
encountered some 80,000 Ethiopians ied by
Menelik himself. On March 1, 1896, the 20,000-
man Italian army was virtually wiped out by the
massed attacks of the Ethiopians. It was one of the
worst defeats ever sullered by a European power
in colonial warfare. The disaster forced Baratieri
to retire from the army and brought the downfall
of Crispl’s cabinet. Italy sued for peace, signing
the Treaty of Addis Ababa on October 26, which
recognized the independence of Ethiopia. It was
In part to revenge Aduwa that Benito Mussolini
invaded Ethiopia in 1935. See Ethiopia.

Adwalton Moor (English Civil War), 1643. Dur-
iIng the second year of the bitter Civil War, the
Cavalier forces of Charles 1 won local successes
over the Roundheads 1in the west and around Ox-
ford. In Yorkshire the Royalists drew their chief
support from Willlam Cavendish, earl of New-
castle. When a Roundhead army, led by Lord Fer-
dinando Fairfax and his son Sir Thomas, laid siege
to York early in 1643, Newcastle relieved the city.
The two hostile forces maneuvered for position
and then met head on at Adwalton (Atherton)
Moor near Bradford. On June 30 the Cavaliers
overwhelmed the Fairtaxes, leaving Charles’s sup-
porters in control of all Yorkshire except the city
of Hull. See Stratton; Chalgrove Field; Selby; Eng-
lish Civil War.

Aegates Islands (First Punic War), 241 B.c. The
23-year-old First Punic War, which had settled
down to a Roman-Carthaginian contest for Sicily,
reached a climax in a naval battle off the west coast
of the island. After its disastrous defeat at Dre-
panum, Rome had rebuilt and retrained its fleet.
Now 200 quinqueremes under G. Lutatius Catulus
encountered the Carthaginian navy 1n the Aegates
(Egadi) Islands. In a heavy storm on March 10,
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241 B.C., the Roman galleys annihilated the here-
tofore strong naval force of the Punic republic.
Fifty of the Carthaginian ships were sunk and 70
captured.

With his navy wiped out, Hamilcar Barca (father
of Hannibal) accepted peace terms for Carthage.
He agreed to the payment of 3,200 talents and the
surrender of Carthage’s claim to Sicily, which had
stood for almost 250 years. Rome made Sicily,
except for the allied city of Syracuse, 1its first prov-
ince. (It later seized both Sardinia and Corsica.)

One of the evacuees from the Carthaginian
stronghold at Mount Eryx (Monte San Giuliano)
was the six-year-old Hannibal. With his father, the
young man swore never to be a friend of the
Romans, an oath the Italian city would have reason
to recall many times during the Second Punic War.
See Drepanum; Saguntum; Punic Wars.

Aegina (First Peloponnesian War), 458—457 B.C.
In the developing rupture between Sparta and
Athens, the island state of Aegina (in the Saronic
Gulf) allied itself with the Peloponnesians. How-
ever, the Athenian fleet sailed into Aegina’s home
waters to defeat the Aeginetan navy and invade
the i1sland. In a siege of a little less than two years,
the Athenians under Leosthenes conquered Aegina
and forced it to accept membership in the Athens-
dominated Delian League in 457 B.C. Sparta then
entered the war and sent an army across the Cor-
inthian Isthmus into Boeotia. See Tanagra-Oeno-
phyta; Peloponnesian Wars.

Aegospotami (Great Peloponnesian War), 405
B.c. After the Athenian victory in the Arginusae
[slands, Conon took his fleet to Aegospotami on
the Dardanelles (the Hellespont). Across the strait
lay the reorganized navy of Sparta, under the re-
sourceful Lysander who was now restored to com-
mand. In August Conon sailed the Athenian fleet
across the strait four days in a row, vainly trying
to bring on a major engagement. On the fifth day
the Athenian ships made another challenge, turned
about, and carelessly returned to their anchorage.
At this moment Lysander’s 180 ships suddenly
dashed across the strait and fell upon the surprised
and disorganized Athenians. The Spartans seized
all but 20 of Conon’s 170 galleys and killed the
captured seamen.

The battle shattered the naval power of Athens.
In November Lysander sailed up to the Piraeus and
laid siege to Athens itself. None of its remaining
allies came to the aid of the once-powerful city-
state. Inside the city, Cleophon, whe had succeeded
Cleon as head of the Athenian war party, was de-
posed and executed. Theramenes surrendered the
starvation-stricken city to Lysander in April 404.
The Spartan general ordered the destruction of the
long walls connecting Athens with the Piraeus, the
impressment of Athenian shipping, and the forced
alliance of Athens to the Spartan league. The long



and bitter Peloponnesian Wars were over. But civil
war among the Greek city-states would continue
for another 66 years, until it was ended by Mace-
donian dictatorship. See Arginusae Islands: Cu-
naxa; Haliartus; Peloponnesian Wars.

Afghan-British Wars I and II (1839-1842,
1378—-1880). Both wars between the British in
India and the Afghans were in large part provoked
by Russian efforts to dominate Afghanistan. Al-
though the British managed to pacify Afghanistan
n the two conflicts, the price was high.

First Afghan War

Kabul I1 1842
Second Afghan War

Peiwar Pass 1878

Maiwand 1880

Kandahar 1880

Agendicum (Gallic Wars), 52 B.c. When Julius
Caesar moved south from Avaricum (Bourges)
with six Roman legions, he sent Titus Labienus
north to the Seine Valley with four legions. La-
bienus had just crossed to the north side of the
Seine when word came of Caesar’s defeat at Ger-
govia. Sensing victory, a large force of Gauls under
Camulogenus took up a position south of the river,
cutting off the Romans from their base at Agendi-
cum (Sens). Another Gallic tribe began assembling
north of Labienus. Labienus now gave up all
thought of taking Paris. Instead, he recrossed the
Seine in the face of Camulogenus’ army and de-
livered a vigorous attack against the far more
numerous foe. The veteran, tightly disciplined le-
gionaries cut their way through the Gauls, inflict-
Ing heavy losses. (Camulogenus was killed.) Safely
back at their base, Labienus’ legions were joined
by Caesar’s force from the south. The reunited
Roman army now moved toward the Gallic strong-
hold at Alesia. See Gergovia; Alesia: Gallic Wars.
Agincourt (Hundred Years’ War), 1415. The
renewed English invasion of 1415 found France
ruled by a mad king, Charles VI. From his con-
quest of Harfleur on September 22, Henry V
marched northward toward Calais with his English
army of about 1,000 knights and men-at-arms and
some 5,000 archers. Unable to cross the lower
Somme because of flooding and French defenses,
the English had to swing inland to cross above
Amiens. This detour enabled a French army of
20,000 men under the constable Charles d’Albret
and the marshal Jean Bouciquaut II to interpose
itself between the invaders and Calais. Henry had
no choice but to fight. At the village of Agincourt,
33 miles northwest of Arras, he chose a position
between two patches of woods that narrowed the
front to 1,200 yards. Sending his horses to the
rear, he deployed his men-at-arms in three divisions
abreast, each supported by a group of archers on

either flank. To his front lay ploughed fields, heavy
with mud after a week of rain.

Agincourt
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The French, with most of their numerical su-
periority lost on the cramped front, also dis-
mounted and deployed in three lines in depth. Little
use was made of their crossbowmen or heavy
cannon. At eleven o’clock on October 25 the Eng-
lish opened the battle by advancing their archers
to bring the longbows within killing range (about
250 yards). The first ¥rench line, led by a cavalry
spearhead, plodded forward through the mud. Al-
though suffering terrible casualties from English
arrows, they reached Henry’s front ranks, only to
be repulsed when the archers exchanged their bows
for axes and swords. Then the second line, under
the Duc d’Alengon, pressed forward to continue
the deadly hand-to-hand struggle. It, too, was
finally beaten back, leaving the duke dead on the
field, and many wounded, as well as able-bodied,
prisoners 1n the hands of the English. At this mo-
ment the French camp followers broke into
Henry’s camp, seeking plunder. Believing himself
attacked i1n the rear while the third line of the
enemy stood intact on his front, the king ordered
the massacre of all prisoners. Thus perished much
of the remaining warrior arm of the French no-
bility.

After extinguishing the threat to their rear, the
English braced to meet a new assault. But the
French tnird line, shaken by the heaps of corpses
to their front, recoiled without making an effective
charge. The battle had ended in less than three
hours with 7,000 French casualties. D’Albret was
dead and Bouciquaut a prisoner. English losses

7



Agnadello

were reported no higher than 1,600. At odds larger
than 3 to 1, England had won one of the great
victories of military history.

With the way now open Henry marched on to

the English base at Calais, reaching there on No-
vember 16. Buoyed by the dramatic victory at
Agincourt, he returned two years later to launch a
systematic conquest of all Normandy. See Har-
Heur; Rouen 1I; Hundred Years’ War.
Agnadello (French Wars in Italy), 1509. Al-
though forced out of southern Italy by the Spanish,
Louis XII of France held on to Milan and 1n 1507
sent his Swiss pikemen mercenaries to storm and
take Genoa. Then, in an abrupt diplomatic switch,
Louis joined Ferdinand (V of Castile, II of Aragon,
IIT of Naples), Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian
I, and Pope Julius II in the League of Cambrai on
December 10, 1508. This alliance was aimed at
reducing the city-state of Venice. On May 14 of
the following year the army oi Louis, 30,000
strong, fought the Venetian army of similar size at
Agnadello in Cremona province of northern Italy.
The French overpowered the Italian army, inflict-
ing several thousand casualties and capturing the
Venetian artillery. As a consequence the satellite
cities of Venice were divided among Louis, Maxi-
milian, Ferdinand, and the pope.

But when Venice refused to surrender, the un-
steady lLeague broke up. In 1510 Pope Julius
changed sides. Then Ferdinand did likewise. The
stage was now set for a resumption of French-
Spanish fighting. See Garigliano River; Ravenna I'V.

Ahvenanmaa (Great Northern War), 1714. After
his crushing defeat at the hands of the Russians
near Poltava 1in 1709, the Swedish king Charles
XII remained with the Turks for five years fruit-
iessly trying to foment a Moslem attack on Czar
Peter 1, the Great. Meanwhile, at home Sweden
was beset by a reinvigorated coalition of enemies
—Denmark (Frederick 1V), Poland (Augustus II),
Prussia (Frederick William I), and, of course, Rus-
sita. In the summer of 1714 a Russian expedition of
30 warships and 180 galleys sailed out of the Gulf
of Finland to attack the Swedish island of Ah-
venanmaa (Aland), at the mouth of the Gulf of
Bothnia. The formidable force under Adm. Fédor
Apraksin (Apraxin) reached the i1sland on July 14.
The defending Swedish navy, although outnum-
bered 3 to 1, fought valiantly for three hours be-
fore succumbing to the Russian assault. When
Peter's ground troops occupied Ahvenanmaa (part
of present-day Finland), it marked the first major
Russian naval triumph in history. See Poltava;
Stralsund 1I; Great Northern War.

Ain Jalut (Mongol Conquest of Western Asia),
1260. The Mongol army of Hulagu, grandson of
Genghis Khan, pressed westward into Syria and
Palestine after its crushing victory over the Mos-
lems of Baghdad. On learning of the death of
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Mangu Khan, the Mongol leader in the east and
older brother of Hulagu, the invaders turned back.
However, a Mameluke army of Egypt, which had
been preparing to resist the Mongol advance, now
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