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MAYER AMSCHEL ROTHSCHILD, UNOFFICIAL FATHER OF "CENTRAL BANKING" AND FOUNDER OF THE BANK "OF ENGLAND"

"Let me issue and control a nation's money and I care not who writes its laws."

BARON NATHAN MAYER ROTHSCHILD

"I care not what puppet is placed upon the throne of England to rule the Empire on which the sun never sets. The man that controls Britain's money supply controls the British Empire, and I control the British money supply."
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The Rothschilds

Concordia, Integritas, Industria
Legend and tradition
Seven generations
The Rothschild Family
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Rothschilds keep it in the family

SO-BRITISH FIGURE: 
But well-connected Sir Evelyn has been a power on the international stage. 

13 July 2003 

The Express on Sunday 

THE name Rothschild has been synonymous with banking for two centuries. But for the first time since the Napoleonic wars split them at the end of the 18th century, the English and French branches of the powerful dynasty are to merge their merchant banks. 

The catalyst is the stepping down of Sir Evelyn de Rothschild, the 71-year-old Englishman who has run UK bank NM Rothschild and all other business outside France for more than 20 years. 

His French cousin Baron David de Rothschild, 60, the new executive chairman, will merge the French bank's assets into a new entity called Concordia that will be domiciled in the Netherlands and owned equally by the French and English Rothschilds. 

The move is part of a drive to make the bank a more transparent and competitive international outfit, while keeping it a family-owned, business, unlike rivals Schroders and SG Warburg that have sold out to bigger rivals Salomon Brothers and UBS. 

It was Evelyn's determination to keep the bank in family hands that led him to oppose a plan from another cousin, Jacob, to merge the bank with Warburgs in the Seventies. David is already senior partner of the French bank. 

"We firmly believe these measures to consolidate the various Rothschild shareholder and business interests will create a stronger, more unified group, " said David. 

Evelyn, although he will remain chairman of NM Rothschild, will stand down from the board of its parent company, Rothschild Continuation. It will be a less prominent role for one of the great socialities of UK banking. 

Three years ago, he married New York hostess Lynn Forester, who recently threw a party for Hillary Clinton. A desire to divide his time between the UK and the US is believed to be one of the reasons he is now willing to yield control of the bank. It was during last year's Golden Jubilee that Evelyn hit the headlines, giving the Queen 140 cases of his finest wine. 

He is also a great art collector, owning 300 masterpieces. 

In international circles, he attends meetings of the secretive Bilderberg Group of leading business and political figures. 

His manner can be overbearing, leading many to suggest the change in leadership has not come a moment too soon. 

But David was not first choice to succeed him. David's English cousin, Amschel Rothschild, had been groomed to take over as head of the English arm of the banking dynasty but committed suicide in 1996. 

David's rise follows the emergence of his division as one of the leading dealmakers in France, despite being dwarfed by US rivals. 

In recent years, it has consistently ranked in, or close to, the top five in league tables for European mergers and acquisitions. 

INVESTMENT banking has been increasingly important for the firm, which was founded by Mayer Amschel in the 1770s. Separate ownership arose 20 years later when the Frankfurt-based founder told his five sons to set up separate businesses in London, Paris, Naples, Vienna and Frankfurt. 

At the Battle of Waterloo, the Duke of Wellington's victory over Napoleon was funded by the English branch, one of many historical events that have decided the fortunes of the family business. 

More recently, the bank was boosted by the close friendship of Baroness Thatcher and Sir Michael Richardson, its head of corporate finance, who died recently. 

Richardson presided over much advisory work on the privatisations, stimulated by the Thatcher philosophy for business. 

The process of appointing David as Evelyn's successor has its roots in 1992, when he was named deputy chairman of the London operations. 

He had succeeded in re-establishing the family name in France after its Socialist government nationalised Rothschild bank in 1981. He founded a new bank and in 1986 persuaded the government to allow him to use the Rothschild name again. In 1996, David was appointed to a committee to oversee the Rothschild investment banking operations worldwide, and was put in charge of global integration. 

David, who formally takes control tomorrow, will run the business from Paris but is expected to spend far more time in London than previously. 

His appointment is thought likely to lead to some changes as the bank seeks to expand its business. 

"David is younger, successful and dynamic and he is the best guy to run it, " said Keith Baird, an analyst at Prudential-Bache. 

Although highly regarded, David is considered cautious. Evelyn has wanted Rothschild to develop in the Far East, Latin America and Germany but it is questionable whether David can deliver that kind of growth. 

Where the company can continue to flourish, along with fellow-survivor Lazard, is by picking up business made available by the conflicts of interest that have arisen among giant competitors. 

"Such developments in investment banks around the world have made customers want to go somewhere else, " Evelyn has said. 

Rothschild has advised Dutch retailer Ahold on restructuring plans and French aluminium producer Pechiney on the hostile bid it faces from Canada's Alcan. 

The bank is also advising Caledonia Investments on restructuring plans put forward by rebel shareholders, and was involved in the merger of electricity enterprises Lattice and National Grid last year. "It has a distinct strategy of offering network, contacts and experience, " says Philip Middleton, a banking consultant with consultants Ernst & Young. 

"The big risk to it would be if it tried to compete with the big boys on price and placing power."
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Baron James de Rothschild, 
father of Salomon de Rothschild

In the fall of 1859, Salomon de Rothschild, the son of Baron James de Rothschild of Paris, came to the United States as a tourist. His travels in the North and South were recorded in a series of letters to his cousin Nathaniel in London, which are stored in the Manuscripts Division of the Library of Congress.

Although Rothschild's visit was as a private tourist and not a business trip for his family's banking firm, he met with prominent personalities and commented intelligently on the issues of the day. His views on the conflict between the North and the South were decidedly pro-Confederate and his letters urged his cousin to use all his family's influence to gain the recognition of the Confederacy by the European powers.
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Baron Alphonse de Rothschild
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Lord Rothschild OM GBE FBA, Businessman and Philanthropist (United Kingdom)

For his enormous personal contribution, as both benefactor and operator, in the European arts and heritage fields.

Lord (Jacob) Rothschild has, for over thirty years, made an enormous commitment and personal contribution, as both benefactor and operator, in the European arts and heritage field. His activities and achievements include the following: 1985-1991, Chairman of Trustees of the National Gallery in London; 1992-1998, Chairman of the British National Heritage Memorial Fund; and for the last four of these years Chairman of the British National Heritage Lottery Fund, where he was responsible for distributing £1 billion to the heritage sector; 1998-present, active involvement in the refurbishment of Somerset House in London, which now accommodates the famous Gilbert Collection, and works of art from the Hermitage in St. Petersburg. He recently master-minded plans to create a permanent endowment for the Courtauld Institute of Art in London. Since 1986, he has contributed substantially to the restoration of Waddesdon Manor, a former Rothschild Mansion, now belonging to the National Trust. He also carried out the restoration of Spencer House, which received a Europa Nostra Award in 1989. Lord Rothschild is co-founder, with Lord Sainsbury of Preston Candover, of the Butrint Foundation set up in 1993 to protect and conserve the archaeological site of Butrint and its Hinterland in Albania.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Mayer Amschel Rothschild family (often referred to simply as The Rothschilds; German [ˈʁoːtʃɪlt]; anglicized pronunciation [ˈɹɒθstʃaɪld]), is an eminent international banking and finance dynasty of German Jewish origin that established operations across Europe, and was ennobled by the Austrian and British governments.
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The family tree of the Rothschild banking families

Their success began with Mayer Amschel Rothschild (1744-1812). Born in the ghetto (called "Judengasse") of Frankfurt-am-Main, he developed a finance house and spread his empire by installing each of his five sons in European cities to conduct business. An essential part of Mayer Rothschild's strategy for future success was to keep control of their businesses in family hands, allowing them to maintain full discretion about the size of their wealth and their business achievements. Mayer Rothschild successfully kept the fortune in the family by carefully arranged marriages between closely related family members. His sons were:

· Amschel Mayer Rothschild (1773-1855) - Frankfurt
· Salomon Mayer Rothschild (1774-1855) - Vienna
· Nathan Mayer Rothschild (1777-1836) - London
· Calmann Mayer Rothschild (1788-1855) - Naples
· James Mayer Rothschild (1792-1868) - Paris
The Rothschild coat of arms contains a clenched fist with five arrows symbolizing the five sons of Mayer Rothschild, a reference to Psalm 127. The family motto appears below the shield, in Latin, Concordia, Integritas, Industria, (Unity, Integrity, Diligence). The family name means "Red Shield"; one can be seen in the center of the coat of arms.

Also see

· Rothschild banking family of Naples
· Rothschild banking family of England
· Rothschild banking family of Austria
· Rothschild banking family of France
· Rothschild banking family of Germany
[] British war effort and Napoleon
The basis for the Rothschild fortune was laid during the latter stages of the Napoleonic Wars. From 1813 to 1815, the Rothschild family was instrumental in the financing of the British war effort, handling the shipment of bullion to the Duke of Wellington's army in Portugal and Spain, as well as arranging the payment of British financial subsidies to their Continental allies. Through the commissions earned on these transactions, the Rothschild fortune grew enormously.

In the early 19th century Rothschild set up a Europe-wide network of messengers and carrier pigeon stations, gathering information that could affect his investments. He soon garnered a reputation for being first with the news.

According to popular legend, when the Battle of Waterloo was being fought in June 1815, other speculators watched Rothschild's stocks in an attempt to guess who would win. Shortly after the battle ended, and long before anyone else knew who was the victor, he began selling stocks. Everyone assumed this meant Napoleon had won and Europe was lost. Panic selling ensued. When prices crashed, Rothschild bought everything in sight and made a huge profit.

[] Elevated to the Nobility
In 1816, four of the brothers were each granted the title of baron or Freiherr by Austrian Emperor Francis I. Nathan was elevated in 1818. As such, some members of the family used "de" or "von" Rothschild to acknowledge the grant of nobility. In 1885, Nathan Mayer Rothschild II (1840-1915) of the London branch of the family, was granted the peerage title Baron Rothschild in the Peerage of the United Kingdom.

Rothschild family banking businesses pioneered international high finance during the industrialisation of Europe and were instrumental in supporting railway systems across the world and in complex government financing for projects such as the Suez Canal. After amassing huge fortunes, the name Rothschild became synonymous with banking and great wealth, and the family was renowned for its art collecting, as well as for its philanthropy. Since 1916, members of the family have been vacationing at Megève, an exclusive ski resort in the Haute Savoie département of France, whose restaurants are among the best in the country. However, even in recreation the Rothschilds find a way to utilize their entrepreneurial skills: they own five of the village's gourmet restaurants.

[] Zionism
The Rothschilds were supporters of the State of Israel, and Baron Edmond James de Rothschild was a patron of the first settlement in Palestine at Rishon-LeZion. In 1917 Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron Rothschild was the addressee of the Balfour Declaration, which committed the British government to the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people. As prominent Jews active in politics as well as business, the Rothschild family has been a target for anti-semitism throughout its history. Many family members were persecuted by the Nazis, and one, Elisabeth de Rothschild, died in Ravensbrück concentration camp; she was a Rothschild only by marriage, having been born a Catholic.

In 1901, with no male heir to take it on, the Frankfurt House closed its doors after more than a century in business. It was not until 1989 that they returned when N M Rothschild & Sons, the British investment arm, plus Bank Rothschild AG, the Swiss branch, set up a representative banking office in Frankfurt.

[] French branches
There are two branches of the family connected to France. The first was son James Mayer de Rothschild (1792-1868), known as "James", who established de Rothschild Frères in Paris. Following the Napoleonic Wars, he played a major role in financing the construction of railroads and the mining business that helped make France an industrial power. James' sons Gustave de Rothschild and Alphonse James de Rothschild continued the banking tradition and were responsible for raising the money to pay the compensation demanded by the occupying Prussian army in the 1870s Franco-Prussian War. Ensuing generations of the Paris Rothschild family remained involved in the family business, becoming a major force in international investment banking. The onslaught of competition from publicly traded banking giants from the United States and the European Union, who came with enormous capital at their disposal, resulted in the 2003 merger of the privately owned Rothschild banking house in France with its British banking cousins to create a single umbrella holding company.

The second French branch was founded by Nathaniel de Rothschild (1812-1870). Born in London he was the fourth child of the founder of the British branch of the family, Nathan Mayer Rothschild (1777-1836). In 1850, Nathaniel Rothschild moved to Paris, ostensibly to work with his uncle, James Mayer Rothschild. However, in 1853 Nathaniel acquired Château Brane Mouton, a vineyard in Pauillac in the Gironde département. Nathaniel Rothschild renamed the estate, Château Mouton Rothschild and it would become one of the best known labels in the world. In 1868, Nathaniel's uncle, James Mayer de Rothschild acquired the neighboring Chateau Lafite vineyard.

The Paris business suffered a near death blow in 1982 when the Socialist government of François Mitterrand nationalized and renamed it Compagnie Européenne de Banque. Baron David de Rothschild, then 39, decided to stay and rebuild, creating a new entity Rothschild & Cie Banque with just three employees and $1 million in capital. Today, the Paris operation has 22 partners and accounts for a significant chunk of the global business.

[] Austrian branch
In Vienna, Salomon Mayer Rothschild established a bank in the 1820s and the family became admired and respected citizens. The Austrian Rothschilds were later elevated to the nobility by the Austrian emperor for their services. The crash of 1929 brought problems and Baron Louis von Rothschild attempted to shore up the Cranstalt, Austria's largest bank, to prevent its collapse. Nevertheless, during World War II they had to surrender their bank to the Nazis and flee the country. Their Rothschild palaces were confiscated and plundered by the Nazis. Some of these family members sought sanctuary in the United States. In 1999 the government of Austria agreed to return to the Rothschild family some 250 art treasures looted by the Nazis and absorbed into state museums after the War.

[] Italian branch
The Unification of Italy in 1861 eventually brought about the closure of their Naples bank.

[] Modern business
The company does most of its business as an M&A advisor. According to the Dealogic league tables it has a strong position in Paris and London but remains a relatively weak player in New York City. The group's ranking is number 4 among European advisers (by announced mergers and acquisitions year-to-date October 2004) with 160 deals with a value of $137.08 billion, and globally as number 9 with 197 deals with a value of $150.50 billion. Goldman Sachs leads in both Europe and globally with 258 deals worth $448.98 billion.

The annual revenue of the Rothschild group (www.rothschild.com) is €828 million with a shareholder equity of €1 billion (2003). To compete more effectively with the New York giants the Rothschild groups main branches in Paris, London, and New York merged into one holding company, Rothschilds Continuation Holdings AG, under David de Rothschild's leadership. David de Rothschild is opposed to an IPO, much like competitor Lazard's former chairman Michel David-Weill, although Lazard finally went public in 2005 after Wall Street banker Bruce Wasserstein entered the company. 20% of Rothschild Continuation Holdings AG was sold in 2005 to Jardine Strategic which is a subsidiary of Jardine, Matheson & Co. of Hong Kong.

Simon de Rothschild, the son of Robert de Rothschild, heads the Canadian Northern Railway, and its subsidiaries, as well as a number of mining and industrial operations.

Another descendant of James, Edmond de Rothschild (1926-1997) founded the LCF Rothschild Group, based in Geneva, which today extends to 15 countries across the world. The group's primary businesses include Banque Privée Edmond de Rothschild S.A., La Compagnie Benjamin de Rothschild S.A., and COGIFRANCE. Although this Group is primarily a financial entity, specialising in asset management and private banking, its activities also cover winemaking (with estates in Bordeaux, South Africa and Argentina), mixed farming, luxury hotels and yacht racing. The LCF Rothschild Group is currently presided over by Benjamin de Rothschild, Baron Edmond's son.

Jacob Rothschild, 4th Baron Rothschild is the Chairman of RIT Capital Partners, the UK's largest investment trust.

[] Prominent descendants of Mayer Amschel Rothschild
· Alphonse James de Rothschild (1827-1905)

· Bethsabée de Rothschild (1914-1999)

· Charles Rothschild (1877-1923), banker and entomologist

· David de Rothschild (born 1942)

· Edmond James de Rothschild (1845-1934)

· Elie de Rothschild (born 1917)

· Emma Rothschild (born 1948)

· Guy de Rothschild (1909-)

· Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild (1839-1898)

· Hannah Primrose, Countess of Rosebery nee Hannah Rothschild (1851-1890)

· Henri James de Rothschild (1872-1946)

· Henriette Rothschild (1791-1866) married Sir Moses Montefiore (1784-1885)

· James Armand de Rothschild (1878–1957)

· James Mayer Rothschild (1792-1868)

· Kathleen Annie Pannonica Rothschild (Baroness Nica de Koenigswarter) (1913-1988)

· Leopold de Rothschild (1845-1917)

· Lionel Nathan Rothschild (1808-1879)

· Miriam Louisa Rothschild (1908-2005)

· Lionel Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron Rothschild of the United Kingdom (1868-1937)

· Nathaniel de Rothschild (1812-1870)

· Nathan Mayer Rothschild (1777-1836)

· Nathan Mayer Rothschild, 1st Baron Rothschild of the United Kingdom (1840-1915)

· Nathaniel Charles Jacob Rothschild, 4th Baron Rothschild of the United Kingdom (born 1936)

· Nathaniel Mayer Victor Rothschild, 3rd Baron Rothschild of the United Kingdom (1910-1990)

· Philippe de Rothschild (1902-88)

· Philippine de Rothschild (1935-)

· Simon de Rothschild (1972-)

By marriage:
· Elisabeth de Rothschild (1902-1945)

· Jeanne de Rothschild (1908-2003), actress

· Liliane de Rothschild (1916-2003) art collector

· Pauline de Rothschild (1908-1976)

[] Popular culture references
The story of the Rothschild family has been featured in a number of films. The 1934 Hollywood film titled The House of Rothschild, starring George Arliss and Loretta Young, recounted the life of Mayer Amschel Rothschild. Manipulated excerpts from this film were incorporated into the National Socialist film Der ewige Jude and another German film Die Rothschilds (also called Aktien auf Waterloo) was directed by Erich Waschneck in 1940. A Broadway musical entitled The Rothschilds, covering the history of the family up to 1818, was nominated for a Tony Award in 1971.

Mike Myers, playing the role of a crazy father in So I Married An Axe Murderer, makes mention of the Rothschilds as being one of the secret rulers of the world in a group known as the "Pentaverate".

In Mamoru Oshii's Blood: The Last Vampire: Night of the Beasts, the Rothschild family hold a key position in the novel as part of the global conspiracy surrounding vampires. In the Blood+ anime series, the five Chevaliers who serve Diva, the main villain, are named after Amschel and his male sons.

In France, Rothschild is still considered a synonym for extreme wealth, though such usage is now dated. The family also has lent its name to "le goût Rothschild," a suffocatingly glamorous style of living whose decorative elements include neo-Renaissance palaces, extravagant use of velvet and gilding, a sense of Victorian horror vacui, and masterworks of art. Le goût Rothschild has much influenced interior designers such as Robert Denning, Vincent Fourcade, and others.

In the Hebrew language version of the song "If I Were a Rich Man", the title line goes 'im ha'yiti Rothschild, literally if I were a Rothschild. Similarly the Yiddish version is ven ich bin a Rothschild, meaning the same thing.

It's possible that the 5 Rothschild sons are the basis for the world-controlling Five Jew Bankers in Sealab 2021's episode Neptunati.

[] Conspiracy theories
Members of the Rothschild family figure in some conspiracy theories. In Illuminati conspiracy theories, they are portrayed as one of thirteen dynastic bloodlines that secretly rule the world. New World Order conspiracy theories present the Rothschilds, along with the Rockefellers and DuPonts, as the real rulers or would-be rulers of the world. Extreme cults also support Rothschild conspiracy theories, often espousing severe anti-semitism. One such organization, the Necedah Shrine Cult, has Mary Ann Van Hoof supposedly receiving visions from the Virgin Mary telling her that the Rothschilds are "mongrel yids (Jews)" bent on imposing world domination through international banking and the work of their "satanic secret society."[1] She also claims that the Rothschilds and other Jews have subverted the Roman Catholic Church. [2] The British author David Icke has written extensively on this theme. Some members of the more generally Judeophobic Nation of Islam, as well as a tiny minority of the otherwise peaceable Nation of Gods and Earths, take this view as well.

[] Further reading
· Niall Ferguson: "The House of Rothschild: Money's Prophets, 1798-1848" (ISBN 0-14-024084-5)

· Niall Ferguson: "The House of Rothschild: The World's Banker, 1849-1998" (ISBN 0-14-028662-4)

· Frederic Morton: The Rothschilds: Portrait of a Dynasty (ISBN 1-56836-220-X)

· Amos Elon: "Founder: A Portrait of the First Rothschild and His Time" 1996 (ISBN 0-670-86857-4)

[] See also
· Château Lafite-Rothschild
· Château Mouton Rothschild
· Palais Rothschild
· Thomson Financial League Tables
· Rothschild
· Rothschild properties in Buckinghamshire
[] External links
· N. M. Rothschild and Sons 

· 2004 Annual Report
· LCF Rothschild Group
· Rothschild Archive
· Chateau Lafite Rothschild
· Chateau Mouton Rothschild
· Yahoo! - NM Rothschild & Sons Limited Company Profile
· Independent - The Rothschild story: A golden era ends for a secretive dynasty
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