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INTRODUCTION 

The !'I IS one of the best known, )cr least 

unde rstood. o rganisations in history. To most 
people. il was simply :I brutal arm of the NaZI 
.. rale which had subjugatiQn by terror .. ~ it\ 
~ol(' purpose. Consequently, il will (orc\cr bc 
equated with concentration camps. torture 
and mass extermin,u ion . dnd on rhdl basis is 
fared to be almost universally loathed and 
detested for generations to come. 

Yet IhlS dark side IS on ly part of the S5 
SroT)'. The whole saga is considt'r3hl> more 
complex .1nd . In many ways, almo~r defies 
bc:hef. In ten ~ear!o. the SS grew from 3 small. 

unpaid bodrguard for a mmor politician 10 a 
force which dominated the raCial. cuhural 
and pro(e~slonal ~pheres of the mo~r 

powerful empltl' mainland Europe has ever 
seen. All the domestic police agencies of the 
oc.::upied territories were controlled b~' the SS. 
and a nelwork of monopolistic bUSiness 
emerprises ga\e the organisallon's hundreds 
of facto r ies clirecr access to their own ra w 
matenals, labour and II1fernal markets. 
People in :lll walks of life, from farmers and 
soldier~ to dcademics and member~ of the 
arislocracy. flocked [(') join the 5S for thclr 
own sclfi~h ends. 

AI the CCIHrt." was H immler. a ruthlessly 
ambi tiou s idealist. From the day he rook 
command. I-l immler was the 55 and the SS 
Il immier. The organ1sution's progress bec.lme 

bound up with the cateer of irs Reichsfuhrer, 
who ohtalned one important pOSt after 
;another until by 1945 he h"d concenlrated 

more power 111 his pcr~On than any other m.:10 
ex~ept Hid ... f. Wh,'r(\w Himml"r secur('d :1 

posinon, he rook the SS With him. The 5S 

~I 

hcc.lmc horh the baSIS and the instrument of 
his strength. At the height of his influence. 
Hlillmier was Ch ief of Police. Reich ,\lintster 
of the In[('(io r •• 111 NSDAP Reich~leiter, :I 

,\lle-ntber of Ihe Reichsrag, Reich Com· 
mi<;slOI1('r for the Consolidation of 
Germanism. Commander-in·Chief of the 
Home Arm),. Cllle( of ~ I dnar)' Armamenr 

and Commander of Army Group" on the 
Rhlll(: and Vistu la. In dfrcr. he and hIS 55 
controlled all forces. military, paramilitary 
and police. on the Gernun home front dunn~ 

the Second W'orld \X 'ar. 
Yet . with his crippling fasclnarton for 

genealogy. medlevillism and Germamc lore. 
Ihe Reichshlhrer· SS exerCised roral comrol 
O\('r a juggernaut \, hlch he regarded nOt a'> .1 

political vehicle but as a racial Order. So far 
as Ilimmi('f was concerned, thc S was first 
.Ind foremost a multi-national family, a 
nordic c!Jn which \\ould e\emually UnJte the 
Gcrmani~' peoples of Europe so th:u tile} 
would neV('r agam come IIltO mutual conflict. 
Himmler planned rhal after the victorious 
conclusion of the war, thar lasr great war of 
eXterminatiun III which the SS wUIIld prove 
itself throllgh the .lchicvernC'nts of It~ own 

banlefidd unit~. he and his SUc(e:ssors would 
hUild up the Order and produce the le:iders [0 

direci industry, agriculture, polillCS and Ihe 

.lctl\'itles of the mind in J new pag:ln Europe. 
policed and gu.udcd by the 55. 

For hiS pan, Adolf Hitler was cooreor to 

allow his loyal follower's fancies free r('in, 

Since he ne\er nec-ded to threaten would·he 
trollblcnl.1ker~ with 0\11) thing olher than 
being 'handed O\'er to H immlcr'. The 
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knowledge that the all-powerful Reichsfiihrer 
was lurking around as a sorr of boge)'man 
wa s usually enough to ensure that Hitler 
receh'ed ani), fawning adulation from all but 
the strongest willed. As a result, Himmler's 
personal hopes and dreams for the SS. 
however unrealistic, were permitted to shape 
the de\'clopment of the emire organisation. 

In writing this book. I hope to clear up 
sOllle misconceptions and show that the SS 
had many more fa cets than those generally 
known. Within Germany itself during the 
Third Reich, the SS held a unique position. It 
was feared, yCt it was also genuInely 

respected and, in Wille Col!>C"', c \'en t'C\'C'rC'd. 
membershLp was somethIng to be h lghl) 
valued. and the carefull)' de~'gned uniforms 
and a~ourrements intended to )e[ the new 
elite ap.1ft became in~tant Sla tU$ symbol ill 
the emerging empire. The extrcmel)' powerful 
influence of badges and regalia should nt'\C'f' 
be forgotten when trying to scek answers to 
the oftcn·a3kt-d question of why QrJH\;ary. 
law.abiding citizens happily subscribed to 

what is now generally regarded as ;l 

murderous organisarion. 

Rohin Llllnsdm 
Caimeyhilf, March 1997 

1. ORIGINS AND EARLY 
DEVELOPMENT 

The origins of the SS are linked inextricably 
with thc events and aftermath of tht: Firsr 
\'(Iurld War. This epic conflict had a profound 
effect upon Adolf Hitler, who, afrer y('ars of 
.lim1es5 drifting in Vienna lInd Munich, 
suddenl), found his true vocation fighting on 
the weStern from. From the ,'cry beginning 
the German .. Tmy, unlike that of Great 
Britain, activcly cncou r:l.ged iniri;uiv(' on the 
part of its COs and private soldiers, so 
Gdreiter Hider was more than accustollled to 
making front-line decisions in his 'deputy 
officer' capacity. As a trench messenger. he 
constantly ran the gauntlet of Briti sh and 
French machine guns. receiving the Sa,'arian 
Mdllar)' Cross of Merit 3rd Class and a 
Rcgi mcmal Cit:ltion for Bmvery in the Face 
of the Enemy. He was wounded twice . 
g3s~cd. (t·mporaril)' blinded and emerged 
with the Iron Cross 1st Class, all unusually 
high dcconltion for an enlisted man anJ one 
which he wore proudly until the da~' of his 
death. 

Once the stalemate of trench warfare had 
sc t in, Germany W35 quick to realise the 
potenti;)1 o f dcveloping elite unit s of band­
picked infantrymen to 3C[ 3S assault parties 
and trench raide rs. Ead)' in 1915 Malar 
Eugen Kas1uw, a pLoneer officer. was tasked 
with eval uating ~xperimental steel belmers, 
body armour and a new light cannon. To do 
so, he formed a sma ll assauh detachment 
which came to be known as Srurmabtellung 
Kas1ow. Under his leadership and tbat of hLs 
succe sso r. Hauptmann Willi Rohr. the 

Sturmabteilung evolved new tactics to break 
into an enem)' trench system. Combat 
operations in the Vosges mountains that 
autumn '\uggesrcd that these ideas were sou nJ 
:'Ind. in January 19 16, SturmabtCllung Rohr 
was duly (f3n sferrr:d [0 Verdun. At that time, 
the detachment comprisC'd three-man teams 
ca lled Sto'\~truppe. or ~hock troOp~. whose 
method of :nt:ll'k involved stormin!! a trench 
in n.mk. The first o f the trio was armed with 
a sharpened cn rrenchi ng tool and a shield 
made from a machine SUIl mo unting. I-Ie was 
followed b)' the second man carrying 
haversacks full of shorr-fused stick grenades, 
and the third soldier armed with a knife, 
bayonct or club. The tosstruppe techmque 
proved so succesllful ,hat a number of 
SturmkoT11panic. or assault companies. we[e 
soon formed and attached to divisions on a 
permanent basis. By 19 1 S. most GC'rman 
armlC~ on the wesrern (rom had expanded 
units known as Sturmbaeaillone or assault 
hattalions, each comprising an HQ company, 
four assault companies, an infan try ani1tery 
company armed with ehe 37 mrn 
Sturmkallone, a machIne gun company. a 
light trench mortar detachment and a 
Oamcthrowcr dctachment. 

The stOrm troops, as the)' became known 
to their British advem n e.<;, were accorded the 
status of ro mantic heroes b)' the German 
popular press. Unlike ordi nary mfantrymen. 
th ey spent little time sk ulking in (ilth)' 
rrenches. Instead, they atracked suddenly then 
returned to base with the lOevitable cacht" of 
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prisuners. Raids were reponed nor only at 
hOllle but also in the from-line neWSp.lpefS, 
onc of which was {' ... en called Der Sf()SS/rliPP 

and carned a regular section headed 
'Stossrruppgeisr', or Shock Troop Spirit. 
These select soldiers employed a variety of 
emotive titles, includ ing SrurmtrupfX' (assault 
troops), Jagdkommando (hunring group~ ) 

and Patrouillenrruppc (raidmg parries), 311 of 
which "Crt' tolerated by the High ommand. 
OfficiaJlr. special insigni3 for the sro rm 
troops was frowned upon. bur many varieties 
of locally adopted badges were worn. These 
typically featured ba~oncfS. hand grenade!> 
and steel helmets. The most papul.1f badge: 
taken up by the Stossnuppc. however, was 
rhe TOienkopf or death's head, a .. kull over 
crossed bones. which was initialiy worn by 
personnel of the 3rd Guard Reserye Pioneer 
Regiment. an ali-volunleer unit crelued to 

operate the new flamethrowers. The 
Totcnkopf became representative of :1 devil· 
may·care 'Hti rude In the face of constant 
dallger and high casualties. 

JUSt as the Stonn troops were the beSt the 
:mny wuld offer, so the new elite formations 
of the emerging German Air Arm were the 
flights of fast fighters which escorted and 
prOiected unwieldy bombers and recon ­
naissance aIrcraft. The fighters were 
someumes grouped together as aerial shock 
troop .. (or the purpose of atlacking ground 
targelS. but because of their primMY role they 
were gi\'en the title of protection squ3drons 
or Schutzstaffeln, Schust3s for shorr. 
Pro minent Schus ta members included 
Hermann Goring 3nd Eduard RUler von 
Schleich. the so-c3l1ed Black Kn ight. \vho 
13[t~ r commanded the SS- Fliegersturmbann. 

Hitler drew on hiS \aluable First \'('orld 
War expe riences long after the end of 
hostilities. In the early days of the NaZI 
movement. he conSidered th3( a fron t· line 
comb31 posting during 1914-'18 was an 
essential prerequIsite for any pOSIlJOn of 
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leadership In Ius l'I".1tional Sociali .. t Part),. ,lIld 
the re~imented organisation and militar), 
lerminology later used by the NSD ,\P was 
direclly carned O\·cr from its membe~' aTTn) 

sen ice. Thc terms Stosstrupp, Sturmabteilung 
and chutzstaffel. dc, ised to describe the 
crack German forces of land and air. \\ erc 
soon adopted by the Na"l!> for their own 
paramiliranes and were to take on an t'ntirely 
new significance in Iht' postwar e ... .1. 

In November 19 18. Germ:lny faced 
disaster. The war had been lost. the Kaist'r 
had abdkated and the ~o\Crnment had 
collapsed. The armed forces were, in ctfect. 
disbanded. and groups of demobihsed left­
wing soldiers with no prospects roamed the 
streets callmg for a Bolshevik uprising like 
th3t which had JUSt taken hold III Ru~sia. The 
country was also under ext reme pressure 
from the ci\'tlian Spartacist revolutlonaTles. 
and Polish insurgents threatened to Invade 
Silesia and the eastern Baltic territories of Ihe 
Reich. 

Tn meet these challenges, new ad hoc 
Freikorps units were hastil), formed by nght­
wing trOOpS who found Ihemselvc) anxious 
to defend their Fatherland and its traditiona l 
\!alues. bur were without a proper arm)' In 

which to do so. Such groups traced theIr 
ancestry to the Freiwilligenkorps. or 
volunteer corps. which had been mustered in 
times of crisis m Germany since the :-'Iiddie 
Ages. Still in posseSSIOn of their wartIme 
uniforms. weapons and tranlJ,porr, they 
banded together to fo ll ow local heroes or 
wdl-known military personahtics. The usual 
method of recruitment was simply for an ex­
officer to circulate httralUre or display 
posters inviting former soldIers to attcnd at a 
specified location on a given datt and join hIS 
Freikorps. In man)' cases thousanJs turned 
up. eagt'r to enlist wherhcr for payment or 
not. As well as the promise of action. a bIg 
attraction was rhe f,let that discipline in the 
Freikorps was very lax 1Il comparison ro Ih:n 
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ff""'" _ • _, 1 ,." I'" This _ ... talM Irt H...m iI>IImm, ~,. 1\iIIo', ....,.d pho~, on! '""" • goo! .... 

deoJh's Ileal eniJIem JXII1ted on 1M konl oIlhe armoured (at. 

of the impt'rial army. Officers were 
commonly referred to br their fore names and 
enlisted men sa luted only those officers 
whom tht'y personally respected or admired. 
Tht' troops paid linle attention to formal 
instructions issued by the weak provisional 
govcrnment and gave their loyalty totally 10 

thelf Freikorps commander, whom they 
referred to as their Fuhrer, or leader. To these 
dcstitUle soldiers, units and comrades became 
homes and families. 

The Slale was in desperate need of trained 
military men to assert co ntrol and these 
Freikorps freebooters provided the experi· 
enced manpower at JUSt the right lime. 
Dedic3ted abO\fc all to preventing Germany 
becoming a Bolshevik regime, they smashed 
riots. kept order in Ihe strt'eIS, protected 
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public buildings and became a malnSta~ of 
the law until ther were dissolved m 1919, at 
lea st on paper, by rhe Treaty of Versailles, 
which laid down the conditions for the 
sett1llg up of the RClChswehr. the 
reconstituted and much-reduccd arm)' of the 
\'('eimar Republic. Those Frelkorps men who 
were nOl accepted back into the ncw army 
tended to drift into right-wing paramilitary 
groups such as the Stahl helm and 
Rcic hskriegsflagge of the nationalists, the 
Jungdeulscher Orden and the Organisation 
Rosshach. Such mcn included H immler 
himself. and the future SS Generals Kurt 
Daluegf.'. 'Sepp' DIetrich. Remhard Heydrieh . 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Kruger. Karl Wolff and 
Udo \'on \'(/0) rseh. among many others. 

In all, dUring tht' pertod 1919-20, there 
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were some 250 IIld,viJu,,1 Freikorps units in 
~xi~lcn..:c. compri .. ing more than - 0,000 men. 
They c reated Ihc:oir OWII range of medals. 
badge .. and 11l~lgllla. and prom;ncnr among 
rhe~e wert' the ~w3stib of rhe Ehrhardt 
Brlg.ldc and the dcath's head, borrowed from 
the imperial storm troops. The foll owi ng 
I- rcikorps arc known to havt' used the 
TOlcnkopf 0 11 their helmet!io :lnd vehu:le .. : 

fa) Prclkorps Brii.ssO/ll 
Commanded by Lcutnant Hans Brmsow 
between Januar}' and April 1919. th is 
unit had a strength of 1,200 men and 
I:u('( becam e Reichswchr Infanrq. 
Regiment 4. 

(b) f.lSf:me DilJtsion 

One of the mos t famous of all Iht' 
Frclkorps, this bngade+strtngrh un it 
under Ma jor Bischo ff carried out 
extensive raid) in the Baltic area between 
November 1918 and February 1920. The 
following month /I was di sba nded. 
logetht:r wLth the Erhhardt Brigade. for 
LI S pOirtieipatlon in the rightis t Kapp 
Putsc h in Berl in. It s veterans were 
welcomed imo the SS a few years Ialer. 

\c~ SlIb·U",ts of the cise fll t: DIfJISIOIl. In 

particular: 
Beuthener Sclbstschurz-Kompanir 
FrcLwilligen Bauerie Zencni 
Freiwil1igen J:igerkorps Goldingen 
Kurliindisches Infann·de- Regiment 
Ostpreu ssi'iChe~ Jagerkorps 
SdbSlSchuti. Bat3iUo n Begerhoff 
Selbs tschur7 8ataillon Gen eralfeld· 
m:uschall von 1'lLndenburg 
~lbSlSchuti' Obcrsch lesien 
Freiko rps 1ilsit 

(d ) F,erkorps Erlallgi!tl 

ThiS b3u3lion-size unit existed from 
April to June 1919, and was com manded 
by Gencralmalor Engelhardt . It wa s 
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incorporol led LIllO Relchswehr In fa mry 
Rt:gllllem 4- and Arriller)' Reg:imenr 42. 

/1: ) f retkorps Certh 

Comm3nded b) I eurnant Gerth belween 
April and Jun e 1919. Ihl~ form3tion 
numbered 625 men and Wh absorbed 
into Reichswt'hr Infantry Regiment 40. 

to Mm~"wt'rfcr Detacbmem Hellscbke/ 
A VCll'ra n s to rm troop tren ch 
unit, lI!lu ) u3I1 y led br a n 
Fe1dwebel Hcuschkel. 

mOrtar 
CO, 

(g) FrelllJl lligen Detachment 1'0 11 chollroth 

A small number of ex-storm troops who 
banded togcthl'r under th eir former 
cOlll1l13nding o ffi ce r. Major von 
'khnuroth. 

Because of us 3ssOCI:UiOLl with Ihcse units, Ihe 
death's head. alread~' .] wartime badge of 
daring and self-sal' r ifl ce . !lOW became :I 

symbol o f traditionalism. anri-liberalism and 
an ti - 8oL~h evi~ m. aLl id ea l lotem for the 
emhrYOnlc Nazi elne. 

In Dl'cemher 19 1 S, Ad o lf Hitler wa s 
di scha rged fro m thc militar y hos pital at 
Pasewalk ilear ~tettin where he had been 
recover ing from a ga .. sing. He- vol unteered for 
gU3rd dUI}' at a pri!>oner-of-war camp al 
l'rauns tcin . bur by January 1919 its laSt 
inmate had Idt, At a loose end . and still in 
uniform, I litier made his way 10 Munich and 
joined the lla yar i ~ln Freikorp~ which had been 
formed by the war hero Franz Rittcr von Epp 
to Jiber:u c Ihe ciq' from its new M,arXls t 
govern ment. Thi s it did wuh mu ch 
bloodshed . 

ationali,>! groups were ~pnnging up all 
over Cerman),. with the objective of fLddmg 
,he country of the 'NovemOcr Traitors' who 
had brought the dl sg r<lce o f the dictated 
peaa. and of the co mmunl"t ... whose fi rst 
loyalty was to RUSSi a. Nationa'i~ts came from 
ever)' level uf society, llnd JI the lower end o f 
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rhe Munich social Kale was Anton Drc«lcr\ 
un) German Workers' Pa rry. one of whosC' 
mr ctmgs Hitler .]ttended d5 a mdiu.ry 
nb .. ervcr on 12 <it:ptcmber 1 9 1 ~. It was a 
~rourLng which brought together ra.ci!>t 
mtellel1uals to fight. by means of argl1menr, 
\1M«ist lnfluencr Jnd 'J ew lsh infiltration' 
IntO the working class. They found the Jew) 
pnncipally responsible for po pul a r Red 
r('mlmion. dung the faCt that all the leadt:rs 
of the leftL ~ t move ment, Karl Licb kncc ht, 
Rosa Luxemburg, Kurl Eisner and [he reSt, 
wt're Jewish. Hitler found that Drexler') Idc3S 
pM:llIeled his own. He joi ned tht' party and. 
through his forceful personality and powcr~ 
of orJlO rv. \'lrtlLall y took it o ve r from th (' 
out)cl , cha nging itS name 10 Ihe Nattonal 
$oc laliH German Wnrke r~' Part) 
\ N.ttlonal~ol.ialistische Deutsche Arbeiler­
parlel or NSDAP) and gl\lI1g It a 
n.lIion.] lisl LC. ani i-Sem It Ie. anti-C;lpit:11 i .. ric 
progr3mme \\ here. hitherto. Lt bad possc1>scd 
()nh n vagul' set of ideals. 

Huler's speeches soon found a loud echo III 
the r,lnk .. of the Freikorps, and their UllitS 
provided the new N31'.1 ruhrer With hiS first 
large followings. Hauptmann Ernst Ro hm, 
\'on Epp's adJ utant. who also headed his own 
RClchskncgsfl.lgge Freikorps, scm Hitler an 
InceS'iant flood of officers. NCOs and men. 
Taking n leaf from the communis t:,' hoo k, 
llirler began to hire lorries and had thl' m 
filled with party members. who drove noisily 
thmuSh the ~treets 10 meetings. The 
Jifrere llce wa~ that while the COIlII"'unl ~ t 1> 
wore :1 curio us assortment o f dress. Ih e 
N.]z is, most of them ~x-so ldi e rs , sat bolt 
upright , wore smart Frelkorps uniforms and 
\eeLllt:d Ih e \'er)' epitome of law dnd order 
reLnstated. They were Illvari3bl} cheered 3S 
they passed. 

Hiders main aim at rh is stage was to 
replace the party's small d iscussion groups 
with mass meetings, and the first of these. at 
the I t'stsaa l of the Munich Hofbrauha us on 
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24 February 1920, Jltracted nearly 2,000 
people. The stewards on th is au!>plciuus 
occasion, when the i'\SDAP programme was 
laLd down, were;1 squ.ld of ZeirfreLwilligen or 
tem IX.l rar} \olu meers, a rmed wirh pisHlls and 
clad in the field-g rey of the Mun ic h 
Reit:h swehr to which the y were attach ed. 
Such suppo rters might well have been 
sympathetIC, b ut Ihey cert~inly had no 
und~' Lng loyalty 10 the new mo\'cmelH. So, 
towa rds the end of 1920. a permanent and 
regular Nazi formarion called the Saalschutz, 
or 1-1311 GUMd. wa!> set up to protect speakers 
at NSOAP gathen ngs. The Saa lschurz was 
short -lived , howcyer, for It wa s expandJ:d and 
eo n;;o lidat cd inra 11 fresh body, the 
StUfl1labteilung, or SA, during 1921. Th is 
W3~ the work of Ro hm and an ex-naval 
Lcutn3nt. I laos-U lrich Khntzsch, who created 
the :>A as a new freiko rps to hammer the 
Red s and fend of{ opponents at poliri ca l 
meetings. Whereas the Saalschutz had ~en 
designed to defend. the SA Wlls to unac.k. Yet 
wh ile the SA was affiliated to the party. it did 
not Inlu::dl), come under Hitler's perso nal 
aut hom r, for it~ members had little respect 
for Ihe fine~se o f politics. It took its o rders 
from LtS ow n Fllhrer, the self-appoin ted 

om mander· in -Chief Obcrsrleutnant Her­
mann Kri ebel, who thought that, 'the best 
Thing po liticn l blokes co uld do wou ld he to 
belr up'. Origina ll r con fined 10 Munich, the 
SA made its first ill1porfa nt foray ou tside the 
CLt)' when, on 14- 15 October 1922, it took 
pa rt ill a 'German D:l Y' :II Cob urg which 
resulted In a pLtched bnnl c: wnh th c 
comm uni sts who l'onrrolled tht: town. The 
801l SA men present, 3lmost the entire 
memhership of the Sturmableilung, succeeded 
In breaking Ihe hold o f the Red Fro nt o n 
Coburg, and press coverage of the incident 
served to make Hitler's name known to a 
Wider public. 

The first 113tLonai rally of the NSDAP was 
held on 28 Jan uary 1923. when some 6.000 
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_ ~. ( ....... <KJoeI 01 .. \1. 1913. No ... am.. 
Bngode steel helmer wilh sWIl!irika. !lid !he 0nIer 'Ptu Ie MArife' 0I1he 
oed. ioi ' deo>led ~ ..... _ ~ ... .mo. 

newly recruited SA men paraded before 
Hitler, who pn:scmed st3ndards to the first 
four full SA regiments. en tidcd ' l\lliinchen', 
'Mi.inchen II ', 'Nurnberg' and 'Landshut', 
There were sufficient volunteers dUring the 
next mo",h alone to form a fifth reglnu~n1. 
and, in an cffon to comrol better the rapidl)' 
growing organisation, Hitler appointed a new 
man of polirics, the forme r air ace 
Hauptmann Hermann Goring, 10 lead it. 
Goring brough t with him the prestige of a 
greal wartime hero. the last commander of 
the von Richrhofcn !>quadron, victor of 
twenrr·two aerial dog-fights and holder of 
Germany's highest gatlalllry decorarion, rhe 
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Order 'Pour Ie Meritt". However, he was by 
nature lazy and self-indulgcm. The tfu e 
driving force lx-hind the SA remained Rohm, 
who continued to ust' his army and Frcikorps 
connections to supply the SA with ,urns. So. 
in spite of Goring's appointment, the SA in 
1923 was far from being submiss ive. Its 
independence, upheld by the former leaders 
of the Frciko rps, compelled H itler to set up a 
small troop of men, fro m outside the SA, 
which would be entirely devoted to him. It 
was in this atmosphere that the SS was born. 

In M arc h 1923, H itler orde red th e 
formation of a Munic h-based bodyguard 
known as (he Stabswache, comprising twelve 
o ld comrades who swore an oa th of loyalty 
to him personally and owed no a llegiance to 

the leaders of rh e Freikorps or SA. Two 
months later. using the Slabswache as cadre, 
the IOO-man Srosstrupp Adolf H itler was 
creared and fully kined OU I with military­
style uniforms and two tru cks. The 
StosStrupp quickl)' adopted the dearh's head 
as its distinctive emblem, and was led by 
Hauptlllann Juliu s Schreck ::lnd Leutnant 
Josef Serchrold, both vc terans of the 
Ehrhardt Brigade. Irs headquarters were 
localed in the Torbriiu public housc, and 
there met the first members of H itler 's 
bodyguard, who were destined to remain 
faithful to him ar all times and follow his way 
up the political ladder. They included 'Sepp' 
Diet r ich, Ulrich Graf, Rudolf Hess, Emil 
Maurice, Julius Schaub and Christian Weher. 

Hitler quickly recognised that the volatile 
situation of 1923 was a transient thing, and 
he resolved (Q take full advantage of ir. He 
reckoned that his SA and its Freikorps allies 
might af lasl be sirong enough to seil.c power 
in Ba varia and , with luck, ma rch from 
Munich on Berlin fo r a final t riumph. Similar 
coups had taken place wilh varying degrees 
of success elsewhere in Germany since 19 18, 
and the fascists under Mussolini had just 
swept to powe r in It aly after a march on 

OR IGINS AND EARlY DEVELOPMENT 

• 

!lie Sm~ Hiller IeMIg 10' 'r.moo Ocr( " Bayreuth, 2 September 1923 . .Io5eI Berchtold shrlIk IeImg on the rob, be5ite von SciJmon en! unh Grof. 
Mus Sd-Ied, willi gcwIM, is sealed or the lett fi the honr row. 
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Rome. AI the hegl nnl ng of November, tht' 
15,000 men of Iht: SA were put on fu ll a len 
and a su itable oppOriU ni l )T suddenl), arose on 
th e 8th of the month. Th a i day, Ih e three 
most powe rfu l men in Bava ri a . Pri me 
Minister \'on Ka hr, local afmy commander 
Lossow and police chief Scisser, arrended a 
po liti ca l mccd ng in the M un ich Bu rge r. 
hraukcllcr where they could be handily sei7ed 
by a srrongarm sq uad . The Rekhskriegsfl agge 
Frei ko rps was havi ng a 'so(ul ' in th e 
Augustincr !lee r cell ar w hen its commander, 
Ro hm , wa s o rd ered in hi s SA ca paci ty to 
seize th c Reichswe hr M ini slr Y o n th c 
Leopo ldsrra ssc. Hi s t roops immedia tely set 
off. led by a young former arm)' officer eader, 

Heinrich H imm lt"r. who carried an impe n al 
war nag, thc banner of the Unit which bore 
its nam e. M ea nwh il {", armed SA men 
surrounded the Burgerhrii ukeller and Hitl er 
had von Kah r, Lossow and Seisser arrested 
and bund led into a side room. The)' managed 
10 escape, however, and sped off to orga niS<' 
rl'SIStance 10 the a7.i putsch. 

O n the morni ng o f 9 Novem~r. the main 
force of the SA under Rohm was besieged in 
t he Wa r M inisHY by regul a r ar my un itS 
su mm o ned by Lasso ...... H ill er and C o ri ng 
organised a relief column o f 2,000 SA men 
a nd , accom pa nied by th e for mer General 
Erich Lu de ndo rff, ma rched thro ugh rh e 
st reets of Mun ich. They ran into the firs t 

.I. ~.J rt. RedlIk~ fu!ilorps behind !he 8ovtrion WrJ Mirisrry M 9 No¥eniler 1923 hom Ieh 10 r9f 11 !he iore,tuld rJe: Weidat, 
KiImQo, _I.mh _ .. fag), SooIoIll-.l .. lilm. 
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cordon of ~cl .. ~cr·!. pohce on the LudWig 
Bndge. hut brushed ,hem ;1slde. A <;econd 
polKc cordon on the edgc of the 
Odeon~rl.lT/, howe\·er. gnn~ thelll a different 
reception. They were in a strategic SpOt 
outside the reldherrnhalle war memorial and 
wen.' determined not to relrear. Ulrich Graf. 
who wilh the rest of the Sto~:,trllpp Adolf 
Hiller \\;1:, pre~eTlt 10 proteCl hi!. hihrer, 
stepped OUI .lnd shouted to the police officer 
In charge. 'Don't shoot! His Excellenq 
Ludendorff 1<; hert'!'. But rhlS was the police, 
not th~ .mny •• Hld Ludendorff':, minI(" had no 
magH.: ~ound. A vollt'~ of shOt!. rang out. Josef 
Berch[Old coll:tpsed under a hall of bullets. 
Andrea .. B.lU ri~dl, the swaqib snndard­
bt.uer. was III hiS death throe .. , drenching the 
fl.lg with hi~ hlood. The tattered am-fact was 
rapldl} l!athereJ up and spJrlted a\\a~ . to be 
piou<;h preserved as the famed Blurf:lhne. or 
Blood Banner. llirler had locked hl~ left arlll 
WIth the right of hi .. dose coniid.lllt, ~hlX 
ErWin \011 Schcubnt·r-Richter. and when the 
latler fcll morIall) wounded he pulled H itler 
10 the ground with him. Instantl), Ulrich Graf 
threw himself nn his leader and wa.s al once 
peppered h~ a dmen bullets which IflIght 
orhen\I"e han' killed I litler. Somehow, Graf 
'.oUf\l\'ed II . ~IXteen :-'::azis lay dedd and Ihe 
rt'St dl~pf;ri>t'd or were captured, hut the 
Stos)rrupp had fulfilled its primary duty -
I litler's life wa~ rrt'~t'r\'ed. Tht' firing outside 
the Feldherrnh;llle finally ended rhe er:l of the 
Freikorp~, which had started. five rears 
bdotc to rhe da), with the revohJllon of 
1918. The time fur fighting men had now 
pas~. 81\ Ing wa} to the politiciam. 

The re\ersl' experienced at the ~lulHch 
putsch and H itler's subsequent Il11pTl\,Ollment. 
far from hatllllng the cause of the parry and 
its leader, merely se rved to get them better 
known. Yet there were suI! plenty of rrouble~ 
ahead. Following rhe putsch, the NSDA P wa~ 
banned .and the SA and Stosstrupp dl~)olved . 
Those Nazi leaders who managed to ;1\'OIU 
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,lfTesr fled to nth~r German states wh~re 
Bavarian law could not [Quch th~m. Refugees 
from j\,!ulUch set up pt:r~onal d:lIldes(Jne SA 
llllit<; under thc name Frontbannc. with 
overall conrrol belllg ext'rClsed by Ludendorff 
Jnd his depur~. Albert von Crafe. The largesr 
was Frontbann Nord, centrcd around Scrllll 
and commanded by Kurt Daluege. Hitler, 
cooped up III jad with his bodyguards 
penning Melfi ".,mp{. realised that an armed 
IIlsurr(:Ctlon against a government which 
enjoyed the loyalr}' of hath the police .md rhe 
army would be doomed. Henceforth , ht' 
derermllled ru emplor only legal methods in 
his struggle for power. 

On hIS rclea~e from Landsberg prison on 
20 De.:ember 1924, Hitler began to rebui ld 
his parry. and III I-ebruary 19.2.5 the NSDAP 
was reconstituted and rhe SA reactivated. 
I filler the poli t ician now ca tego ri cally 
forbade the SA to bear a rms or function as 
a ny SOrt of private army. I t~ pu rpose was 
solely to clear the srr('cts of h is political 
enemie<;, a role horl}' contested by ROhm. 
who envisaged the SA as a Clrizen army which 
could bolster and ultimately supersed~' the 
Reichswehr. The disagreement b~rween the 
rwo became so bitter tha t Rohm evenruall} 
reSIgned from rhe part~ and qUIt Germany for 
a military adviser's pOSt in Bo]."ia. I li s Job as 
Chief of Staff of ,he SA fel l ro rhe former 
Freikorp:, leader Franz Feli x Pfeffer von 
Salomon. but the larrer failed [Q enjo)' Hitler's 
confidence and Ruhm was du ly reinstated in 
a stronger position than ever. 

In April 1925. I hrler formed a new 
bodrguard commanded b)' Schreck. Schaub 
and his other StOSStrupp (avounres. The 
guard, which came under the auspices of the 
SA High Command, was known first as the 
xhutzkonunando, Ihen rhe Sturmstaffel . but 
On 9 Novemner. probabl) at the .. uggestion of 
Goring. it adopted the old fighte r !.quadron 
title of Schul"Lst;1ffel , \\ hlch was nor subJect to 
an\' of the governmental prohibitIons and 



HIMMlER ' S 8lACK ORDER 

... <I lie...., iomMd II """' ...... '" HIOAP 'eIdz_. lie 
end rl1915. "ott rile .qj VlJ'iety r.I ciless, pI)1IaIbtf Iha SI!CIIgEI (~ 

.., """'" oagIo _, .. lie """"" bOt ","", 

was nOi identified wi th any of the Freikorps 
traditions. The 'SchUlzsmffei der NSDA P' 
~oon commonl)' came 10 be known as the S5. 

From the stan. it was laid down that the 
55, unlike the SA, should never become a 
mass orgams:uion. In September 1925. 
Schreck sen! a cin:ular to all regional groups 
of the I SDAP asking them to form a local 
bodrgu:ud. the mength of wllkh was to be 
fixed at one leader and ren men. This was the 
beginning of the so-called 'Zehnerstaffeln° or 
Groups of Ten. Not JUSt anybody could join. 
for the seeds of c:litism had already been 
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sown. Applicants had to be between 25 and 
35 years of age, ha,.,e twO i>ponsors, be 
regisu'fCd with the police as residents of 3t 

least fi\'(' years' standing, and he soher. 
disciplined, strong and hea lth y, Habitual 
drunkard:. and gO<Js;p·mongers were 001 to be 
admmed. nle reason for all thiS was simple. 
Hitler and his followers were beginning [0 

travel outside Bavaria in their tireless 
campaigning [0 incrcase Ihc membership of 
the NSDAP. They were now venruring inro 
areas where Nazi alk'giance wall local. rather 
than [Q Hitler himself. The Fuhrer needed a 
small. hand·picked bodyguard on which he 
could rely wherever he wem. The new SS had 
iu first opportunity to distinguish itself at 
Chemnitl In Saxon~' at the end of the year. It 
was a bold decision to hold a public meeting 
in this Red territor}. bur H irler's audacious 
stroke proved to lx- justified. In anticipation 
of trouble. Schreck gathucd fifty 55 men 
from Chemllltl, Dresde n. Piauen and 
Zwickau. The y had 10 face some se\'eral 
hundred counter-demonstrators armed with 
iron bars and "l1ive~. The 55 taught them 
such a lesson in srreer fighting that Hitler's 
meetings in that region were henceforth 
conducted almost withom opposition. 

In April 1926. Schreck was nominated 
personal bod ygua rd a nd chauffe ur to the 
Fuhrer, and Josef Befchto ld fe·emerged to 

take over command of rhe SS, which then 
numb!!red about 1.000 men. On rhe second 
anniversary of the Munich putsch, rhe 
existence of the S5 had been offic:iall)' 
procbimed in :1 ceremon)' outside the 
Feldhl!rrnhalle. and in the spring of 1916 no 
less than seventy-five 5chutzslaffcln were 
formed right across the country. A new 55· 
Oberleitun!; was created and BerchlOld 
adopted rhe ~elf-st)"led title of Reichsfuhrer 
der 55. On 4 Jul ~. Ul a geSture S)'mbolising his 
Intenrion rhal rhe SS should become the Hue 
guardian of Nazi values, Hitler so lemnly 
handed over the Blurfuhne from the l\\unich 
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put,ch into their safekeeping and appomred 
Jakoh Grimmlnger from th e ~Iunkh 55 
detachment 10 be oHiclal bearer of the 
Blutfahne at :111 subsequent special part} 
f1tualll. Yet despite [hI! ex tenSIOn ot ItS 

numbers and thearetical prestige. the 55 
remained It limited organisation subordi nated 
to the <iA. When \'on Salomon attl!mpled to 
:Ibsorh the 55 completely III ~larch 1927, 
Berchtold rc<;igncd and was repbced by his 
deputy, ~rhard Heiden, who managed 10 
rcralll its p::mial autonomy. However, the 5A 
kept II jealous ere on 55 expansion and local 
SA commanders co nsistently use d the 55 
under their control for the most demeaning 
tasks. sudl ;:\.) distributing propaganda leaflets 
l1nd recruiting subscribe rs to the part)' 
newspaper, Ihe V61kischer Beobachter. By the 
end of 1918. mOr:lle in the 55 was :H an all­
lime low .lI1d membership had fallen ro 280, 
On 6 JJnuar~ 1929, a delected Heiden 
reSigned hiS' titular position as Rl'ichsfUhrer 
der 55 in favour of his timid roung deputy. 
Heinrich Himmler. The SA le3dership werl' 
cO\.k·a·hoop. nlh colourless nonentity posed 
huh,' threat and waS jUst the man to 
command the 55 3nd tu ensure its cominued 
,uhordination to the SA. Ther were 111 for a 
rude awakening. 

There \\ 35 absolutely no sign of H immler's 
fUfllre grearne,s in 1919. The new 55 leader 
W<lS pale. mild·mannered and PrJIll, with 
spect.lcles and premarurel y reeedlnA huir. 
Born on 70crober 1900. hc \\as a ml.."lnber 
of tht' best Bavarian society and was named 
after his godfa thl' r, Prince Heinrich of 
Bavaria, to wholll his schoolmaster farh~r 
was tutor. He had welcomed the outbreak of 
rhe First World War with enthus iasm, and 
reponed for duty as an officer cadet with the 
11th Bavarian Infantry Regiment in januaq 
1918. However. he was sem to the from JUSt 
on rhe momenr when thl' armiStice wao: signed 
and ne\'er saw acrion, .. omething he always 
regrened. On 1- December 1918. Hi nullier 
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was discharged from the arm} but he re[.um'd 
his milit;1r~' connections b~ joinlllg the 
Oberland Fre'ikorp) in 1919. He gained an 
agr icultural degree III 1921, then ~ecured 
emplo) ment as a tedlllical aSSl\llallt with a 
feruliser com pall>', only to see his salary lose 
halt its value to infl,Hlon in a ~lI1gle month. In 
August 1923 , Himmler oc-<:ame a member of 
the N5DAP and two months later enrolled in 
Rahm's Reichskriegsflagge and participated 
in dIe Munich putsch. an act which COSt him 
his joh. After the dissolution of the party, he 
took it upon himself to reorganise the 
NSDAP in Lower Bavaria in prepa ration for 
the elections of 1914. He spelll much of his 
time riding arou nd the countryside on an o ld 
motorq'cle, indoctrinating the locals. 
Hllnmler soon b('came well known in Nazi 
circles for his energ', enthusiasm and 
o rganising abilit),. and on 11 l\llarch 1925 he 
was summoned by Hitler who appointed him 
G:llIleiter in Lower Bavaria. He was one of 
the first to 10111 rhe 55 at the end of the year, 
and in 1926 became responsible for Nazi 
propaganda throughout Germ.my. directly 
under Hider'lI orders. Once he had become 
the Fuhrer's direct partner. Himmler persisted 
1Il putting forward his norian that the 55 
should become an elite force within the part}', 
a nd Ol1e which would be totally devored (Q 

Hiller. At a lime when the SA was becomlllg 
increasingly rebellious, the notion appealed 
and so Hitler appro\'ed Hilllmier's succession 
to Heiden a~ Rt=ichsfUhrcr der 55. 

In April 1929. Himmler persuaded Hiller 
and ,'on Salomon (Q approve a rt=cruiting 
plan de~igned to create a trul)' rlite body out 
of the SS. In contraSt to the SA. which took 
all comerll, only properl)' selected candidates 
would be accepted for the 55. based primarily 
upon (heir \'olulllar~ discipline. There were 
none of the racial sianda rds imposed on laler 
recruits . but the early SS men had ro 
demonstrate their willingness to be ready for 
any <;acrifice, ill indi\'idual rather than group 
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ProtectId I7t SS men, HSOAP lreo5lnf fJlW Xate! SdlwIrz Oeh, in 1I'II!KOGt) 'MIfdtes a pcmie in his home IO'MI of fimb.rg. Sep~ '929, Hinmel 
UInk l'III:JesI !hi «11*11, ~ po5i1D'I of WOOf'( as ReidtshMf de! S5 iIdroted soWt Irt Iht tine 'lIMe srnpes en lis crnimi 

31.:000. At that ume, rCi,,:rUlt~ were liable to 

purchase their own uniform s, which could 
COSt lip to 40 m:uk ... an enormous expense 
for an unemp loyed man, and Ih:)[ factor 
.1 lone was enough to deter m:Jny. However, 
high per!>onai ll randards had a great appeal to 
ex· ... oldicrs and yo ung nationalists . and 
vetcrans of the Frei korps also volunreered in 
lArge numbers. By the beginning of 1930. the 
S5 had again grown to 1.000 men, wh ich 
worried \'on Sa lo mo n . Yct it was still 
rechni(:ally subo rd1l1ated to rhe SA Hi gh 
Command. despite Hitler's instruction that 
no SA officer was authOrised to give orde r ... to 
the S during thelf day-to-dar duties. 

Whereas the SS grew steadil y, the SA 

exploded completely. lt5 sole purposl' was to 
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he a ma ss orgamsa tlOn of pro-Nazi street 
fighters. and by the timl' of the first great 
NSDA P electo r.,l victor), of September 1930, 
60 per cent of th e SA membership were 
unemployed ruffians whn owed allegiance to 
their local generals, not H itler. In the north, 
the SA spin down the middle when the new 
party chi ef 111 Berlin. the flamboya nt 
Intellectual Dr Joseph Goebbels. arri\led to 

wke charge of the c it}'. The Berlin SA began 
10 compla in that Ilitier a nd hi!> Ba\larian 

friends were 1!\'IIlS 111 lhe lap o f luxu r~ "hill' 
their com rades In the inner cities wete 
star\lll1g. Rahill tried [0 take charge of the 
situation, hut the SA leaders 111 Berli n. under 
SA·Oberfuhrer Walther Stennes. rehelled. On 

1 April 193 1. Kurt Daluege. now in charge of 
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the )~ In Berlm. ,1lerred H itler th:lt all the 
Berlin S,\ had t ... ken !oides for Stennes agalilst 
hllll. The next day, Sten ncs' men chased 
G:wlelter Got-hbels om of his office and took 
o\er the premise, of hIS newspaper. Der 
.J,.lIgri(l. The revolt spread th roughout the 
wholl' of northern Germany. The SA Genera ls 
in Brandenburg. Hesse. Silesla. Pumerama 
and \Ie..-:klenburg suppo rt ed Stennes, an d 
Hider's fall W<lS widely prophesied. However, 
the upn,ing lacked organisarion and mo ney 
and dIed as quickly as If had hl'cn born. 
Goring wok a grip of the si tuation. purging 
,he SA of Sten nes' supporrers and 

renrganismg the SA Ihroughout Ihe no rth. 
llitler issued his puhlic congratulations ru the 
lkrllll 5S. wbich alone had remained loyal to 

Goehbel~ an d him during the crisis. The 
de\lotion of the S5 to their Fuhrer had been 
demomtrated 111 deeds as well as words. In 
recognition, Hitl er appointed I limml er 
, eeurity ..-:hief for the NSDAP headqua rters. 
rhe Brown House 111 ;\ Iunich, on 15 January 
I Y31 . In effect. he was now head of the party 
polv.:e. 

!"he S5 now grew !>teadily wultin th e 
matri-.: of a rapi dl y ('xpandin g SA 3nd 
NSDAP. Ilinunie r kept bus)" changing and 
rechanglTlg hi' unit designations to keep up 
wHh the e labo rate tables of organisation 

bein~ w nstructed by Rohlll and hiS stnH. S5 
membership mul l iplied fi ve l imes during 
1932. from 10,000 to 50.000, and around 
900 officers were commissioned. The SS 
Sturme had scarcely been numbered when 

tht"r numbers had to be reassigned to new 
':Irandnrt('n. Weak SS companies became c\'cn 

weaker SS regime nt !>, and thirt y !oma ll 55 
rep:lInents became tiny SS brigades. The 
brigade system was rhen abandoned 
... It{)~t·[her and light, purely administrative, 

units known a) Oberfuhrer-Abschnitte were 
interposed berwc('n about fo rty Standarten 
J.nd the Re.,hshihrcr-SS. By now. the political 
Mruru;ll' in Germany had taken on the form 
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'Sew' Ole,"", in 1930, 05 5~!I'd heod m!he 55 in lWer 
8avIm lie '111m 111 ~NIW IJI!l'f m dec:1IC!IaIS, ~ the Bawrm 
II.I1oy """ "'" ... C-.. s...t., m. • .,"," 10 .. 2 .. 
aa.... m. Siom Eogle .. m. iP< Ba" BaIge _., 13 '" 
1921.ihe kmer was IM'tIded 10 the 100 or so 1Immg combo! \'tlemi 

Ii !he Frs! Wed:! \VQ Gernm Pooler CIl'PS, wtith in its Itlfilery lui 
cornpised a '* rJ cWt IWMIY A7V !Iris and some ,,,!lied BriIM 
ornwtd vthides Ilielr'dl served ~ 00 1(0 0II101lk f» 560, {odeoomed 
'AlIef Fnrz', whim was blown up the dat be/«e the war eOOed lie wore the 
Took Sollie Badge WIll! pride rtrwghout hi5 5efVic! in the S5 and WllS, in 

fIXI, the cWt ~I known 10 00ve been pOO~ weOOnp it. 

of a c i\lil wat. The Communist Part y and 
SOC13ltSIS sct up armed militias and the SA 
and SS responded. The Bruning go\ernment 
ordered the disband ing o f paramilitaries and 
the prohibition of po litica l uniforms, but it 
then collapS<'d and thl' 'Cabinet of Barons' set 
up undl'r Fran z. \'on IJapen lifted the ban. 
ThIrteen members of the SS were killed in 

1931 and Sl'\lcral hundred~ woundcd dunng 
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Hitler oolhe e/e(1ioo IIej1 11'1 the ooItmIl of 1932, OC(ornporied by, from 1efI!0 rig/ll, JIlui SchoJb, 'Sew' DierrdlClld KIIlIlOOege. 
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street bartles with the Red Front. The whole 
scenario was lapped up by the 5S Old Guard, 
and thei r catch-phrase, 'Die Kampr.lcit wa( 
die besre Zeit' ('The fighting days were the 
best') was frequemly repeated as [I form of 
boast to young SS men well into th e Third 
Reich p'Tiod . As rhe cruc ial 1933 elections 
appro:1ched, it suited the Nazis ro create rhe 
Impression (hat GeTmany was on the verge of 
~na rch)' and that they had the so lutions. 
Order would be resrored under Hirler. Deals 
WCfC done with big business. Jobs would be 
gua r3nreed for all. No r surpri singly, rhe 
NSDA P won a significant electo ral victory 
and on 30 January th e old General­
feldmarsch" l1 Paul von Hindenbu rg, Reich 
President and a SOrt of 'Ersat1. Kaiser' since 
1925. entrusted Hitl er with the pOSt of 
Chancellor and the responsibilit y of 
forming a governme nt. On 28 February, less 
than a month after the assumption of 
power. the Reichstag building was razed to 
the ground by fire and the communists were 
bIJm ... d. The next day, Hitler issued a decree 
'Fo r the Prorection of People and State ' , 
giv ing police powers to the SA and SS. 
Firearms were issued to 25,000 SA and 
15,000 55 acting as Hilfspolizei or auxiliary 
policemen, and left-wing opponents began 
to he arrested and herded into makeshift 
prisons and ca mps. Soon, 27,000 people 
were being held in protective custody. In 
March. Himmler became Police President of 
Munich and opened th e first concentration 
ca mp, or Konzentr:uionslager (KL), at 
Dachau, as a roughly organised labour 
cam p in which to 'concentrate ' persons who 
weTt' deemed to be a danger to the state but 
had not been legally sentenced to prison by 
a COUrt o f law. Other camps were soon 
established at 5achsenhausen outside Berlin 
and at Buchenwald near Weimar. Mean ­
while, a number of compan ~'-s ized S5 
detachme nts were being armed and put on a 
full-time paid foo t ing, growing to become 
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the Lcibstandarte-SS 'Adolf Hitler', th e 
Fiihrer's close bod yguard, ,l nd th e 55-
Verfugungsrruppc or 5S-VT, barracked 
trOOps at th e spec ial disposal of the new 
Nazi regime. Another new branch of S5 
voluntee rs, the Wachverbande, wa s 
recruited to guard the concentration camps 
and later became known as the Death's 
Head Units, o r Totenkopfverbande (SS-TV), 
becausc of their distincti ve collar insignia. 

While the 55 was consolidating its position 
and controll ing its membetship and 
recruitment by a constant purging process, 
the brown-shirted SA beg:Hl to throw its 
weight about noisily. Denied a position in the 
sta te to which il felr entitled , the SA talked 
of a 'Second Rcvolution ' which would sweep 
away the bourgeois in the party and the 
reactionaries in the Reiehsweh r. Among the 
55, the 5A leadets became known as 
'Fleisehschnitten' or 'beef steaks' , because 
they were brown on the o utside but red on 
the inside. R6hm, who now commanded a 
force over forty times the size of the regular 
arm)' and which included SA cavalry 
regiments. SA naval battalions and SA air 
sq uadrons, demanded the formation o f a 
peoplc's army in which the SA would simply 
replace (he Rcichswehr. Rohm , of course, 
would be Commander-in-Chief. The arllly 
Generals cnlled upon Hitler to intervene and 
the FUhrer could not refuse their request. 
Ever since November 1918, the Rei chswehr 
had been the very inearnMion of continuity 
in the state, which had been maintained 
despite defeat, revolution and civil war. 
Hitler knew he would never achieve supreme 
power without the backing of (he military, 
and so decided that the SA would have to be 
CU I down to SilC. The danger it posed was 
just too great - not simply the threat of a 
pursch bur Ihe ever-present disorder creared 
by Ihe ve r)' men who should have been 
sening an example of good order. Their 
incessant brawling. drinking, viol ence and 
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ORIGINS AND EARlY DEVELOPMENT 

S~. 'Ieoo' 0;,,,,. <_ "'" WJm BAA\oo.IiIIo<', dMI ..... ,. do .. 011'33. 0;,ft<l1m.....,.j do 11_ '''' 
lis bkrl. serwe Idtvrn, ~ was 0 sh:wHerm upIIIenl uq,ted 0in;J rI'is period 10 selthe persomeI of !he Rem leiJsIIJldcm ~ from !he moss of 

do Algemm<SS. 

Irrc~ponsiblc con \'crsation. to say nothing of 
Rohlll'~ homosexual antiCS, provoked 
profound diSCOnfcnr in public opinion. The 
confidence ordinary Germans had III the new 
regime was In danger of collapsing 
altogether. On 28 June 1934, Hiller took the 
final decision to eliminate rhe SA leadership. 
Two days later he personally directed 
operations at ,\Iunich and Bad Wiessee, 
\\'hert~ Rohm and his subordinates had 
peacefully gathered at their Fuhrer's request. 
FollOWing a carefully w-ordinatcd pla n, men 
of the new arllled SS formations arrested and 
e'(ccurcd Rohm and sixteen senior SA 
commande rs. rhe SS also se ized Ihe 
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opportunit~ to settle ItS scores with old 
enemies, such as the former Bavarian Prime 
J\llinister von Kahr, Hitler's adversar)' during 
the ,\lullleh pUlseh. who was now found 
dead In a peat bog with his hc=ad smashed in. 
At least 300 victims paId with their lives for 
their opposi t ion to the SS in this bloody 
purge, which came to be known as the 
'Night of the Long Knives'. Thc= SA suffered 
a loss of power and influence from which it 
newr fully reco\'ered. The new head of the 
SA, Viktor Lutze, Police President of 
I-!:tnnmer. had an ability to get on WIth the 
arm~ and 55 which wa) surpassed only by 
his obsequious loyahy to H itler. The rank 
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Till:. S5 ROLL OF HO 'OUR 

Died U"it Died Untt 

16.3.30 Edmund Behnke In/6 2.8.32 f'riv xhulz 21111142 
1.12.10 Adolf H6h 2IV30 7.9.32 Josef Lass 3/J 1111 1 
7.6.3 1 Heinz GUIsche sn lln -.9.32 t\ ugu~t Assmann Inll38 
7.6.3 1 Edgar Steinbach 1n11l7 21.10.32 Johann Cyranka W2 
15.8.31 Ileinrich Grobe 2111117 22.10.32 August pfa(f 6/1130 
3.9.31 Karl Vobis 1/V20 1.2.33 Leopold Paffrath InU15 
5.10.3 1 Erich Garthe 1/1/25 5.2.33 Friedrich Schreiber 2IV20 
9.1 1.3 1 Karl Radke IN40 12.2.33 Paul Berk 1/1126 
1 l.I 1.31 j\llartin Martens 41111140 15.2.33 Frail/, MilHer liIV/S 
19. 1.32 Arnold Guse 111/25 20.2 . .13 Kurt von def Ahc IN6 
4.2.32 Frit.l.l:kubler 3/11 14 28.2.33 Josef Bleser 4111/2 
29.2.32 Henry Koben 1/1128 28.2.33 Eduard Felsen Int/6 
~.4.J2 Ludwig Frisch 1/11117 1.5.33 Sit·gfried Giirhling J/IV/26 
20.6.32 Kurt Hilmer 6n1l20 3.5.13 FriFl Krati' 7N3S 
16.6.32 Friedrich Bora\~ski 8nIJO 30.6.33 Gerhard Landmann IN49 
24.7.32 Herbert Zimmermann 4/1V/5 28.8.33 Albert ~1ader 511113 
H.i.32 f-r icdrich Karpinski 4NlS 

It is nOfcwonh}' that eleven (i.e. 33 per cent) of these men were killed after the Nazis had 
actuallr come to power. On 30 May 19 8, Ihey all reeehed posthumous awards of the Blood 
Order, the highest decoration of the NSDAP. 

and file of SA members wa:. rcduet:d from 4 
million to JUSt over 1 million of the better 
elements, and they were stripped of their 
arms. 

O n 20 jul), 1934, in thtlOks for its actiuns 
durmg the Rtihrn putsch, Hitler declared rhc 
lOO,OOO-strong 55 an independem formation 
of the NSDt\P and removed it co mpletely 
from SA conrrot. Its position of ascendancy 
was now assured and it entered a period of 
consolidation in which it developed a new 
command :.truClure under Himmler. whose 
rank 3" Reichsfiihrer-SS for the firsr time 
actually meant what it implied and made him 
directly subordmate to Hitler. He 
ImmedIately shed some 60.000 SS men who 
had been recruited at a time when the SS was 
comper1llg for memocrs with the SA. but who 
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did nor now conform to the SS image of 
eli tIsm. The Leibsto1ndarte. -Vf and SS-TV 
de\·cloped their St.:IIUS as "epar.:He military 
btanches, eventu:llly amalgamating and 
expanding during the Second World War 
under the all-embraci ng title of Waffen·SS. 
From the middle of 1934, the traditional non· 
military 55, the backoone of the organisation. 
beSlin to be kno" n as the Mlgel11einc-SS. or 
General SS, ( 0 distinguish i( from the armed 
branches. 

During these early years. thirty -t hree SS 
men were killed in Street fighting with Hitlers 
political opponents. and were dul} recorded 
on the SS Ehrenrafcl, or Roll of Honour, In 
effect. the}' be<:Jrne S5 martyrs. Their names. 
units and dates of death are shown in the 
mble above. 

2. THE ALLGEMEINE-55 

GfNfRAl ORGANISATION OF THE AlLGEMEINE· 
SS 

During the period 1926-2~, the SS­
O~c.'rlejtung in Munich ran twelve local S5 
\Iaffdn. and oversaw six 55-Gau, as follows: 

\~·(;JU Berlin· Brandenburg, with 2 Staffeln 
\ S (i.\U rmnkc.'n . with 5 Staffcln 
S:'·G;lU Niederbaycrn, with J Staffdn 
SI.,-(;,w Oberbayern, with 4 Staffe.ln 

-Gau Rheinl:lnd-Sud, with 5 Sraffeln 
S·(jau Sachsen. with 4 Sraffeln 

In Iheor}'. (':lch part)' Gau should hal."c had an 
SS-G.:w bur. in fact, only these six were 
.1{1U:llJy sct up, and many of their SIaHeln 
deJlt directly with the Obl·rleitung. A large 
numlX'r of early taffdn were vcr}' short·li\·ed . 

l1y 1929-30, an SS-Oberstab had 
surerseded the Obcrleirung. and it "'as split 
mto five dinincr divisions. namely: 

Ahlellu ng I - Administration 
Alut"l lung II - Personnel 
I\bwlung III - Finance 
Abtc.'llung IV - Secu rity 
Abtellung V - Race 

LInder the Oberstab were three SS­
Obcrfuhrer, who ran their own areas, or 
Oberfiihrerbereiche, as follows: 

SS-Ober!iihrerbereich Ost 
55-Bngade Berlin-Brandenburg. with 3 
'ilo1ndarrcn/7 Sturme 
55-Brigade Sehlesien, with 4 Standarten/6 
)Iurme 
5S-Brigade Osrpreussen, with 2 Standartcn/6 
Snlrme 
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SS-Oberfiihr£'rb£'relch \\'/£'51 
SS-Brigode Rhcinl.:md·Nord , with 4 Standartenl 
10 Sturme 
SS-Brlgade Rheinland·Slid. with 4 Stand:menl 
9 Sturme 
)S-Brigadc Slidhannovcr·Braullschweig. with 
3Standorlcltf8 turme 
5S-Brigade Hessen-Nassau, with 3 Siandarrcnl 
9 Sturme 
S5-Brigade Thuringen, with 2 5randanen/7 
Srurme 

SS-Oberfi;hrerbereich Siid 
5S-Brigade Baden-Wufttemberg. with J 
tondarte/4Sturme 

5S·Brigade Franken, with 1 Standartef3 
Sturme 
S5-Brigade Nicderbap:rn, with I 5tandartel3 
Sturme 
55-Brigade Oberb.lyern- lid , wi th 3 
Standarten/8 Sturme 
55-Brigade Om~rrelch. wirh I Standarte/3 
Sturme 

Again, in the or~·. every parry Gau was 
!>upposcd to have an 5S·Brigade, each 
comprising S<!vcral Srandarten, in turn made 
up o( around (ive Stiirme. Since there were at 
thi s lime th iff )' Galle, the S was obviollsly 
spread very thinly ttround the country. Most 
units were well under their 'paper' strengths. 

Once Himmler had taken comrol of the SS, 
thlllgs moved apace. Between 1931 aod 1933, 
the whole "trucrute was altered again and 
.tgai n to cope with the- increaslOg 
adminis traTive and manpower demands 
placed on th e 5S command. Two new 
departments, the SD·AmT and Rassea mt, 
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!AboLt $iIlLte. 
f)6ujhr 6.2t--:Jahtl'~ 

66~ppta..... 

~uf6au uub ®CI.ebel:uug 
bel: 66 

66 !Abf<f>nlltc.. 

66 Gtanbo.de1l... 

66 GtnrmbGn1lt,... 

66 GHitmt.... 

66~rup". 

Srrur:n.r. en:! «goni5O!lIln 01 !he SS, 1933 n.s IObIe decl6t _ rt.. ~ rJ H~. os 'RtidlS-Flher 5S', 10 !he SA 'Chif des SII:bes', Erml 
i ..... lI_ed~"" lie -... .. Ab,,,,,,,SA, 55 .. _ ~ KoIIlCo , Bn, 19331 

were e<;rablished to oversee security and racial 
m.mers. A tlmd, the ~S-Amt, was the largeSf 
of all and wa<; dividt .. d into five sections. 
namely: 

I - Staff Office 
IL - Personnd 

III - Adntini5tration 
IV - Rcsen'cs 
V - 1\ ledlcal 

AI the ne).' le\'el. the Oberfiihrerbcreiche 
were replaced br fi,'c SS·Gruppen. viz. Nord , 
O~t. Sudost, \'('est and tid . comainmg fifty· 
eight Srand:lr(('n. 
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Yet dcspiu' these interna l ;urangemems, the 
SS of 1933 was still very much subordimm.' to 

the SA and irs Stabschef or Chief of Staff, 
Ernsr Rohlll. The S5 command structure was 
In no wa) an independellt one. and the most 
senior ''is leaders were all attached rn th~ SA 
Suprt:ITIl' Command. the Obersre SA­
Flihrung. VOId thl' S became a separate 
dement in Jul~ 1934, Hmllnler ranked merely 
a~ an SS ·Obcrgruppenfiihrer who held the 
POSt. nOI the rank, of Reichsfuhrer der 5S. H(' 
was. [hl·refore. on an equal footing wilh any 
of the other SS or SA ~t:n("rals and, 
theorelically ar least, enio)f:d no priYlleged 
position. IndeeJ, his lack of front-line 

lHE AlLGEMEINE 5S 

experience during rhe First \'<'orld War led to 

hl~ being despised by man~' of the old 
I.:ampalgners. who looked upon him as J 

tigure of fun who had weasied his way ro the 
tOp. The le:lder of SS-Gruppe Ost . for 
~·xJmple. SS-Gruppenfuhrer Kurt Daluegc of 
"ite-nnes putsch fame. had by 1934 acquircd 
(.;()n!>u.Jt:rable powers with Gormg's PJtronage 
and fclt him"e]f to be so SIrong thar he 
refused to deal wuh anyone but Hitler .1Ild 
R(ihm. :lI1d cerra in I)' not wilh 'that Bav:uian 
L- hlckell,breeder Himmler'. He was by no 
means unique in his attitude. The fall of 
Ruhm. however, altered the Sltuanon 
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completel~. Himmler's elevation to the newly 
er(",ned rank of Reichshihrer·SS. or RfSS. 
whu.;h SCt hllll aboyc all otht:r'), suddcnl~ 
m3de him untouchahle. 

So far as the armed 55 units were 
concerned, Hlmmler W3S soon Reichsfuhrer 
111 name only, for the I eibstandarte, SS-VT 
and 5S-TV callle to be rc-garded not as bemg 
111 the official employ of rhe part}' but as 
public services of the Reich. on rhe modd of 
the arm). Their expenses were charged to Ihe 

state. and the Reich Finance ~"l1Ister, Lutz 
Graf Schwerin \·on Kros;gk, maintained his 
impamailtl 111 the al/ocatlon of national 
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fund~ 10 lilt" armed 55 by con~lsteml)' 

f('fusing Iltm mlt>r's offers of honorary 55 
rank, In conHan. the Allgemeine-55 alwars 
rcr::uned ItS polirkal SlaHl.S as an independent 
Gliederung. Or urg3OJs3tion, of the NSDAP 
and II was never maintained by the stare. h s 
c!\pcnSC-!i wt'rc paid solely (rom parry funds 
and It<; finances were ultimately controlled 
by the Reichsschatznu:istcr der NSDA P, or 
Parry Treasurer, Franz Xaver Schwarz, wh~) 
was renowned as a fist-grasping adm in ­
ISlnHar. However. Schwarz. a veteran of rhe 
Munich pursch, was also vcry dose to 
Hinunler, who made him the highest ranking 
Gencr:ll Officer in tnt whole 55, second on 
the sen io rity list o nl y to rhe Reichsfiihr er 
himself. Consequently, th e parry nevcr 
actually excrci~ed any close independent 
supervision over Altgemeine·SS funds. 
Through hIS wmaCES with big business and 
his mutual back·scrau:hing exerCIses with 
Schwarz. Hunm!er ensured Iha( the 
Allgemeine-SS gOt anr cash it needed. often 
at the eXIXnse of other party branchl.-'S such 
as the !':SKK and NSFK. So the Allgemeine­
S5, unlike the milit:HY side of th e 
o rganisation, remained tOlally under the 
Reichsfi.ihrer·s control until 1945, immune 
from outside stale interference. Hunmlcr"s 
position at tht' lOp of (he Allgemeine-55 
hicmrchy was, thl'rdore. unchallenged and 
his power unbridled by -any pmenti rll 
fin>lnC131 Cons(m;ms. As a resuh, the highest 

Ti-IF 5S HAVII TAMT£R 

levels of rhe Allgemeine -55 o rganisation 
centred around him personallr, 

During the autumn of 1934, Himmler 
quick I} went about the business of once agam 
reorgamsing hiS h igh command structu re. 
The Rcichsfuhrung-SS was set up as the 
supreme authority, comprising twO staffs. the 
Kommandostab Rf5S, which was an 
enCUllve adminisrrari ve staff at Himmlers 
personal headquaners. and the Pt' rsonlicher 
Stab RfSS, a much larger and more loosely 
organised hody consis ting of a number of 
advisory official s including the heads of the 
main 55 d epartmenrs and certain other 
special o ffices. The frc!)h administrative 
burdens luter Imposed by (he war made it 
necessary to create a much larger and more 
complex command suuctu re than had 
sufficed during peacetime. By 1942. subject 
to I-l immler's controlllllg authority and that 
of the ReichsHihrung-SS, the day-to-day work 
of directing, organising and administering the 
S5 was carried QU ( by the eight main 
departmen ts. or Haupf3mte r, listed below, 
each of which is duly covered In turn. 

In addition, rhere were a num ber of minOr 
offices and department~ not of Ilaupta mt 
l:oIatu~, 

The functions of Iht, various Hauptamrer 
were cont inu ally adapted [Q meet new 
exisencies and b~f f;u the greater part of their 
work during the 1939-45 period concerned 

I. Hauptamt Persunlichcr Stab Rf - H im1l1 lcr's Personal 5tlff 
2.. S5 Hauptamr - SS Central Office 
J. S Fuhrung)hauptalllt - 5S Operational HQ 
4 . Relchssicherheirshauptamt - Reich Centrallliu riry Office 
5, S Wir(schafts- und Verwahun~haupt;lIm - SS l:.conomk and Adminimative Department 
6, 55 Rasse- und Siedlullg:;hauptamt - 5 Race and Sculemcnt Department 
7. Hauptamt 5S Gericht - SS ugal Department 
8. SS Pcrsonalhauptamr - SS Personnel Department 
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IHE AllGEMEINE -IS 

tht: numem:Jn~ superior \,", raUen-55 and the 
,,:\ccu t lO n 01 SS policy in the occupied 
u'rmunes. There were ultimately J good 
ma ll) nverlapplllg :md connictlng IllfcreStS as 
rt'llJrds their various duties and ju ri sdiction", 
S) I Q45. the Haupramr system had bccom~ a 
\',l"t and complex network of intt:rtwining 
bu reJ ucr:l[lI,.· empires, each y~ IIlg for 
)\l Jlrcm.tI:y over th~ ot hers and for the 
ant'nflon of their Reichs fuhrt r, Ha vlIlg said 
tl1i11 , there is no doubt that they always 
fu m:.tinncd cffl" tively. even if nor efficient I}'. 
The spirit of competition between them. 
wht~h Ilimmler actively ('ncouraged, ('nsured 
tha t c \' t' rphiog dealt with by each 
dC}l.-.r tmt:nt \\'as recorded, checked and 
Juuh lt' checked to :lvoid error. If a nother 
11.lU pt :l mt had an inte rest, it roo would 
tl'~urd, ~h eck and double check. The result 
";1" rhe most detailed system of manual files 
ever compiied. nOf iust on the SS organisation 
but tm everr a~pt'ct of life in rht' Third Reich. 
Tht" S. Per~onalhauptamt mone houst'd t50 
111I1IIo n mdividual documents, and the 
Rt'I..;h )skherheitshauptamr even maintained 
"t'Ct t' ( and potentially incrimmatlng dOSSiers 
on !litler himself and on all the other Na"j 
leJders, mostly compiled during the 1920) by 
the ,elUrit y police of the \X'timar Republic, 
..... ho"e (lI es were duly Inherited b) the 5 . 
rhi '). Iltlention to detail and ability to come 
up with aU sons of information gavc the 
lin pression of all all·st'eing. all-knowing 
comm.md ~lructu rc which ensu red Ihar, righ t 
lip untIl dl~ !.:Jplwl.uioll, the Reich~fllhrung­
)S Jnd the: $) Hauptiimrc r su!.:cessfully 
IllJnagcd to comrol and administer the vast 
S.S orS.lni~ation. TIlat was not an msignificam 
a,hie\-enlent, considering that. a t its peak, the 
SS operated across an are;l fronl tht- Channel 
Isl.lnds (0 the Black Sea and from the Arctic 
Cm:le to the Mediterranean, with a generally 
hu~tlle population. 

As the core of (he Reichsfi.ihrung-SS. the 
P('r ~onal Staff of the Reichsfuhrer· 5 (Pen. 
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Stab Rf ~) had It" main offices at 8 Prln7· 
Albrecht-5trasse, Berlin , Irs mtmbers were 
dt signatcd ' i.P.Sr.' (un the Personal Staff) 
J.nd wen' ~ubordlOated directly to Himmler. 
Ih more and more high-ran!.:lng pe(Jple 
inside and outside the SS sought to gam 
Himmler's ear, the Personal Staff became the 
foclls of mfluence til the SS command. It 
consisrcd of: 

I. The heads of the 55 Hau ptam ter, who 
were ex-officio members 

2. 5S offiCIals in certain offices and 
departments II1lcgr:Hcd into thc Pers. 
Stab 

J. 5S officials appoimcd or attached to the 
staH for spedal adviso ry or bonor.uy 

purpose" 

Beside~ being an ad\·isory and co-ordinaring 
hody, the Pers. Stab was responsible for aU 
business in which the Reichsfuhrer-SS was 
concerned that did not come il1lo the 
province of an)' of the or her 55 Hauptamtt-r. 
In addLtion. Lt liaised With government and 
pany offices and comrolled various fina ncial 
and business dealings on Himmler'~ behalf. 
The Chief of the PehonaJ Staff wa~ S­
Obcrgruppcnfiihrer Karl Wolff, who served 
as J-l immler's adiutant from 1934. In 1943, 
'Wolfchcn' wa~ also appoimed Supreme SS 
and Police Commander in It aly, in eHe!.:! 
milita ry governor of the count ry, but hl' 
always retained his POSt as Chief of (he 
Personal 5taff and, wi th it. all the powers and 
di'>Ciplinary prerogatives of a Haupt:lmrschef. 

Much of (h e administrative work 
generated by the Pers. Stab was processed 
through the Kommsndostab Rf5S \\ hich 
opera ted dUring the war 011 :l mobile baSIS 
under the title Feldkommandostelle Rf5S. or 
Field Headquarrers of the Reichsruhrer-SS. It 
was b) then organised Ijke a military HQ and 
accompallled Himmler on his numerous tours 
of the OCCUpil'd te rritories_ Together with 
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:machcd ~S unit .. indudinA :\ 'i.gl\:\l~ "(,dlon. 
.IM ('!I~url bJtlJllun JnJ .\ flak dC{J\:hmcnt. Int'" 

'·cldkomm.lndostellc e\cntuall\ numbered 
0\('( 3.000 men. In special rram. 'Srmderzug 
H ..... nn..:h·. had fourteen l":lrrl;lge'i. 

AI \,muu" urnt'''. thc folloWIn!; offices .lnd 
tI~p:Hlm('llt~ wcre pMt of, or directly 
\ubordlllJlcd to, Ihe P,,(sanlu.h"'f Stab RfSS 
and rh('}, gi\t a gener:'!1 Id('3 of tnl' ~xtl'nr 1)1 

Its IIl(CrCSIS ;'lOd Ulflucllc(': 

I. Presses/cll" RtSS (Press Office of the 
RfSS) 
ThLs Hiee handled Hlmmler's pcr~ollal 
press rei.lt1011) and al\;o adv),(J li101 
regarding offici::d 55 publications ,Ind 
publicity. 

1. HJuptabt('il,wg AlIs':t'ldmllllgt'1I /11111 
OrJtll (Malll St'CIlon for Awards J.lld 
lk..:or:lttOT1SI 
This main ~ctlon advised the RfS on aU 
awards of orders. me-dais and decorations 
1055 men. 

3. Dlellstst~II,' 'Vierlahresplau' (()ffit'C for 
the ~our )caf Pl.tn) 
rhis was a liaison oHin' be(\\em the 
Rf5S and the economic Four Year Pl nn 
under Gormg, to dl:';)1 wilh those aspe~t .. 
of the 1'1:10 whu:.h touched upon S~ 
inrt'rcsl~ and acli\ities. 

4. Abll'IIImg \,(/irtsch4(llcbe HIf(t' (Section 
for ECl)flOmic Assist,lnce) 
This sectlon provided fillJuci:l1 and Other 
a~slStancc to SS men who had :.u fft·red 
material loss during the period of the 
strum:l(.' Jar po\\cr. It also loaned mane) 
10 'is officer, to em,ble them to ~urcha~e 

Item .. of uniform and cqUlpml,'nt and, In 

some cases, liquid:ncd debts in.:utrl:'d by 
SS members. 

5. I\IIltllrre(erat (Cultural OfflCel 
Th,~ wa,> respons,bll' for the direction of 
the ..:uhural Jcm1tle~ of the SS. Indudin~ 
the Nordl.lntl V(riag publishing house 
and [hI:! porcelain works at Allach. 
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n. IHnt'tlffllll (iH 1\ III'''rt'lI~ /-t1r!>('/lImg 

I~ectlon tor LulturJI ReseJr..:h) 
This ~e~t'OI\ was cool,,'l'rlwd \\ IIh rhl' 
• HltlqU.UI.tn .11ld .ucllJt'ologlcJI aspech of 
(.erm,ln 11I,wr}. II c:nr.:uuraged l·"ped­
It Ions. t'l(c:l\'.ltion~ .lnd rtse:lfch to 
~uppun with .lctuat historical or 
.udlJl·olnwcal eVidence rhe 1'\:m JU.:Ollnt 

ull'arh Gl'rman h"!(Jr). 
A/me"er/)e- l-orsdJ/llIgs- lind LelJr­
gcmcmscl"'lr (")ol-i~t)' fur rhe Research 
;'Ind Teaching of Ann'mal Heritage) 
I hi~ ~oclet)' I.'SI~ted HI prumote 
gcnc:llo~" . .'a l :lnd blologic;\1 re~c;\rl.'h. 

S. 1J.lIIp/,sbll'lf,mg Levt'IIsburn (I"ounfaln of 
lilt' Main ~cl.·tion) 
ThiS main secllon hJlsed wllh the 
II'f'ltmborn Soclet}. which looke(1 
after the welf.1rt' of SS motht'rs llnd 
l:h.ldren. 

In addition. thl:' follo\\ illg special pom :Ire 
examples of the types ~ul'!ordm:ltcd dlft'ctly 
to HHumler. rho~e ()ffic('r~ mentioned held 
me poSH III t 'J44: 

I. Ss RI(lIt~r IJet", I)t!ts. \tab R(SS (~S Legat 
Olfil.:('r on the Slafr 01 the Rf 5) 
~S-Slandarrcnfuhrcr Il or ... ( Bender. Dl'alt 
with all legal .lnd disciplinary manerlt 
coming to I-Il mmlcr for ;\ personal 
decision. 

2. RelC:iJsan.l SS IIl1d f>oli~ei (thief SS and 
Police Medical Oificcr) 
55-0bl:'rgruppenflihrer Pro!' [)r Ernst ­
Robert GrawJt7. He was rcspon'>lhle tor 
the gen~ra.1 ,uperY'~'O" of "II th,· m('dical 
... t:r\,lct'!> of 1I1t.- SS and police. fur m~·dlcal 
rcsl:!arch and training. 3nd for The control 
.md dIstribution of medlcJI supplies lnd 
t"qUlpment. 

3. Chef ft'tllmddert'ese'li heml I'ns. Stab 
Rf'}~ (ChIef of C:ummunication~ on the 
t3ff of the RfSS) 
S·Obergruppenfi.ihfl" ErnSI Sachs. HiS 

lHf IllGfMflNHS 

lunction was to supervise the whole field 
of sign;als :md comm unications III Ihe S5 
Jnd policl:! . 

4. RfSS Pe7'S. Stab Beoll{tragter fiir laid IIIId 
furslll'esen (Representative for Ilunting 
Olnd roremy on rhe Staff of the RfS5) 

I\-Brigade(iihre r Hermann Miiller. 
,Muller was also President of the Rei ch 
(,;lIune Society and Representative for 
Scr\lce Dogs (55 and Police ) on the Pers. 

~tab. 

(" sho rr th en. all 5 Rctivi ti t's. and 
('\crythtng which affected the 5S. ca m(- within 
the lurlsdiction of [he Hauptamt Personl ichcr 
~",h RfSS. 

The SS Haupramt or 5S-HA , the 5S Central 
Office, WJ,S based at 7- 11 Douglnsstrasse, 
Ikrhn ·Grunewa ld, and developed from the 
' ... · .. \mt \~ hieh, under SS-Gruppenfiihrer Kun 
\Vittle. co·ordina led 55 operations prior to 
19J5. It was the oldest of the S5 main 
department" and irs bare title of Hauptamt. 
\\ uhout funher qualification, indicated in 
it~df the fundamenta l pan it originally played 
in the administration 01 the SS. As late as 
(940, under SS·Ohergruppenfuhrcr August 
H~·lssme)'e r. It maintained its supremacy. At 
,hal lime there were still only th ree 
HallptanHet proper, the other two being (he 
R:1 ..... e- und Siedlungshauptamt and the 
Reichssic herheitshauptamt. With the 
cl(l,;eption therefore of [he specia list functions 
":olrned Q\II by these two depanmenrs, the S5-
I.JA wa~ responSible {or all the varied tasks 
1O\·oh·ed in rhe general adnunistra tion of the 
whole 55. 

The expa nsio n of the 55 as a result of 
w.Hrime mobilisation, however, mad e thc 
Itlulnplici ty of {unctions converging on the 
'~-HA roo grea! a burden fOf one 
department, and In August 1940 a major 
reor~aOlsation of the cl:!nrral administration 
III the tooL: place. Two exi~ring S5·HA 
hranl,;hcs. the Personalamr (Personnel Office) 
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and the S5 Gem:ht (I.egal Department) were 
detached and themsclves raised to Haupramt 
status. becommg the 55 Personalhauptamt 
and thl:! Hauptanlt SS Gericbl. In addition. 
twO further H:H1ptamter were created, 
namely the 55 Fuhrungshauplamt and the SS 
Wlftschafts- und Verwalrungshauptamt , Dr 
taking certain responsibilities awa}' from the 
S~·HA. Several other funCtions of the SS+IA 
\\ere also transferred or absorbed elsewhere, 
an exampll.' being the supervision of S5 radio 
communicalions and signals which W;:lS taken 
oYer by thl:' C hief of Communications on the 
Personlicher Stab RfSS. The result of this 
reorganisation was that the SS-HA lost eight 
of its tllIfteen offices. At one stroke it was 
comple tely deprived of the commanding 
position it had previously enjoyed. The Illain 
imponance still attaching to the 5S-HA under 
its ncw chief. 5 ·Obergruppenfiihrer Goulob· 
Christian Berger, was its responsibility for 
recruitment and the maintenance of records 
on non-commissioned personnel. 

The subsequent recover)' of the 5S· H A 
during 1941-45 was almost enurel)' due to 
the conrinul:'d expansion of the Waffen-SS 
and the extension of the nre.l of Allgemeine-
55 influence into occupied territories. From 
1941, the Waffen·SS increasingly recruited 
borh individual Germ anic Yoluntt!ers and 
completl:' Ge rm anic units from western 
Europe and Scandinavia. At the same timc, 
efforts wl:!re made in Flanders, Holland, 
Norway and Denmark to raise native 
Allgemeine-55 formations, the so-called 
Germanic·SS , to assist in policing these 
countries. The reflection of rhis was the 
creation at the end of 1941 of the 
Germamsche Leitstelle, or Germanic Liaison 
Office, of the SS· HA. which looked after the 
welfare of all members of Germanic races 
who came within The o rbit of the 5S. These 
Included foreign students at German 
uni\'ersities, forl:'ign workers in German 
factories, and non·German members of the 
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A11seme,ne·SS proper. Thl~ 3:.pect of the 
work of the . S-HA suadily expanded during 
the war and brought with il a number of 
allied duties and functions, including the 
setting up of public exhibi ti ons geared 
[ow:uds the promotion of German culture In 

western Europe. In addition to the~e prim:1ry 
concerns, the 55 Hauptamr aJso kept :I 

general w.Hehing brief over propaganda, 
publications. education, lopon and physical 
tr:linin~ for the whole S5 and police. 

The S~ Operational Headquarters or 
Fi.ihrungshaupmllll (5S· FHA ). under 55-
Obergruppen(tihrer I-Ians Juuner, was located 
at 188 K:userallee. Bcrlin·Wilmersd o rf. It 
grew from the Operarions Department of the: 
SS Hauptamt. becoming a separate entity in 
t\ uguS! 1940. a od developed imo the biggest 
of all the SS Hauptamter, with a staff of 
40,000 in 1944. The reason for ils rapid 
growth was Ihe expansion of the Waffen-SS, 
whIch 1Inposed a colossal administrati\'i;~ 

burJen on the 5 command for which there 
had bet"11 nO parallel before the war. 
However. whIle the greater operational needs 
o f the Waffen-5S made the adnunistration of 
that branch by far the mosr important 
function of the 55-FHA. the I:mer was never 
Intended w be the headquarter:. solcl~ of the 
Waffen-5S. It was, in fact, rhe Operational 
HQ of the Gesamf-SS. or whole 55, and 
Included as o ne of ilS departments the 
Allgemeine-55 Headquarters (Komm::mdoamt 
der Allgemeinen-5S) under SS-GruppenfUhrer 
Leo Petri, which was responsible for the 
comrol and operational deplo)'ment of th e 
AlIgcme:ine-5S as well as its gencr:ll 
:ldministratlon. sup pl ies. HalOIng and 
mobilisation. All SS unns which were nOt 
under th e tactic:d command of the 
\'(1ehrmJeht in the field were entirely 
subordll1ated to th e SS-FHA for both 
operational and administrative purposes. h 
o rg:lnised rhe payment of wages and the 
supply of equipment. arms, ammunition and 
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"ehldes, as well a:. the maintenance and 
repair of .. tocks. The 55-FHA personnel 
branch wa~ responsible for appoiOlment .. , 
transfers and pfomOtlOJlS. although questions 
affecting officer personnel were handled in 
conjunction with the 5S Personalhaupramt, of 
which rhe chief of the 55-FHA personnel 
bra nch , 5S-0bergruppen fuh rer Kurt 
Knoblauch. w.u an ex·officio member. In 
addition, the 5S-FHA co·ordinated the 
tnUlllllg of all S5 forma tjonc; 3nd coorrolled a 
large number of trainins units. schools and 
camps. while its medk-al branch supcrvlse-d SS 
hospitals. A MovemeOl Control Officer at the 

-FHA was respons ihle for all matter~ 

affecting the transport of the- S5 and poHce, 
including rail, shipping and air tranSpOrt, and 
the SS-FHA Field I)ost Department COOl rolled 
55 field POSt offices and mail censorship. The 
55-FHA also ove rsaw a hosr of orher 
miscellaneous S acth·ities. including militarr 
geology, war archives and de-mistry. 

The Reichssicherhcitshauptamt o r RSHA. 
the Reich Central Security Office. was set up 
in Septtmber 1939 to bring together the 
secu rity police fo rces of both the party and 
the srate, Based at ~ PrlOz·Albrecht-Strasse, 
Berlm. it combined in one command Slructurt 
the offices of the party-run Icherhei tsdienSI 
or SO (the S" 5ecuri!)' Service), and the state­
run Sicherheitspolizei or Sipo (Securit)' 
Police), which Itself r.:omprised the Kripo 
(C rim inal Police ) and Gestapo (Po litical 
Police). Although the RSHA was ofiicially 
subordinated ro Himmler, it quickly becanle: 
the personal empire of its fi rs t chief, 5S­
Obergruppenfuhrer Rein hard Heydrich. who 
used itS vast resources of information and 
mcrimmating dossiers as bargainin~ counrers 
ill hi~ power struggles with the other NazI 
leade.rs until his assassination in 1942. Hi s 
successor, 5S.0bcrgruppenfiihrer Dr Ernst 
Kahenbrunner. a siOlstc'r-looking indiVIdual 
and old guard Austrian Nazi, wa!> far less 
amblrious bm sull became onc of the- mo t 
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f\ • .urd n1<'11 In the Third Reich. The RSHA 
,"",lS respo mible for borh domesth.- and 
tllrl:J~n intelligence operations. espionage and 
~\lul'lter-e~plonage, combaltJng political :3Ild 
~Clrnmon I;l w crime. and sounding our public 
oplllion on the Nazi regime. 

rh e 5S Winschafts- und Vrrwal­
ru ng .. hauptamt or SS-WVHA, the S 
E ... unonm: and Administrative Dt·parrmcnr. 
",;I t. formed til 1942. Based al 116- 35 Unter 
, Iell Eichen, Berlin -Lichterfelde. it was headed 
hy \ S-Obergruppenflih rer Oswald Po ill and 
dedIt primarily with the concenrr,uion ca mp 
wMem and the tinancial administration of the 
S~. It controlled a large number of SS 
Industrial Jlld J~ricu1tur:tI undertakings. 
urg,,J llI~eJ the 'in · house· manufacture of 
'Iupplles and c=qUlpment for 5S use. and 
... a rr ied OUt SS housing and conStruction 
programmes. 

The . i) R:l s"e- und Siedlungshauptamt or 
RuS ltA, Iht' 55 Race and Seltlement 
Dep:lrrmrnt, achle\'ed Hauptamt StaTUS On 30 
I" n uoiry 1935. having grown from the S 
Rllce .1nd rttlemenr Office set up at the end 
u l 1931 under 55· 0bergruppenfiihrer 
Rh:hard Walther D:lrre. h was subsequently 
I;oll\manded by Gunther Pancke, who later 
bcc.lme Senior 3$ rind Police CommaJlder in 
Denmark, and finally by Ri chard 
Iialdebnwdr, and had its offices ar 24 
Hedcmannstrasst'. ij,c-rlin. Ru5HA looked 
ilher the ideological and racial purity of all SS 
members. It was the aurhorl~t for all matters 
uf ~enc-ology. and issued lineage ,ertificate~ 
an d marriage permits within rh e SS. In 
>Iddition, It was rtsponsible for executing the 
poliq of :.c=ttllOg SS men, especially ex · 
\( t\'ICc-men, as colonists in tb( conquered 
e.lstern territories. llnd thus translated Into 

pUChce the 'Blood and Soil' the-orit'S of Dan'e 
~nd the mher SS racial teachers. 

The Hauptamr S Gericht or HA 5S 
Gt"t1t:ht, Ihe 5S Legal Department. siruatc=d at 
I I,) Karlsrrasse, l'.'lun ich. administered the 
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dl~lpllllary 'ilde of the special code of laws to 
which members of the 5 and polICe were 
subjrct. It controlled Ihe SS und Pohtel 
Gencble (SS and Police Couns ) lfl the larger 
towns of German)' and the occupied 
(:Ountrle~ . .:md tht.· trafvollzugslager der SS 
und POlltel (5~ and Police Penal Camps ) also 
came under ItS Juri'idiclion. The department 
was headed by SS-Gruppenfuhrer Paul 
Scharfe until his death in 1942, when he was 
succeeded by S5-0bergruppenfuhrer FraJl 1.. 
Hreithaupt. The Hauptamt 5S Gericht Was an 
e"tension of the older 55 Gericht. an office 
which carried our on behalf of Ihe 
Reic h ... fuhrer -SS investiga ti o ns within the 
ranks of the S5 into disciplinar,· offences and 
Infringements of Ihe S code of honour. It 
prepared and prosecu ted cases and was 
respol1sibk' for the 'l'mlssion or reprieve of 
sentences. In addition. as supreme authotlty 
within the SS on maners of law and 
dlsclp/lIle, It was the channel of liaison 
between the SS and a ll other legal bodies of 
Ihe state and party, 

The: S5 Personalhauptamt, or SS Personnel 
Department, was based at 98-9 
Wilmersdorferstr .lsse, Berlin-Cha rlonenburg 
and co-ordinated the work uf the personnel 
branchc-s of the various Hauptamter. It wn~ 
the ultimate au thority responSIble for all 
question .. of 5S personnel, but its primary 
conce-rll was with officers, as the SS 
Hauptamr retained records concerning NCOs 
and other ranks. The 5S Person:llhaupramt 
had [wo main offices. one for officer 
personnel and rh e other for officer 
replacements. and it regu/arly produced and 
updated the S5 5eniorit), Lis t, or 
Dienstalrersliste, which fecorded details of 
ever~ serving S officer. Th e S5 
Personalhaupt:lmt was commanded by SS­
ObergruppenfUhrer \\;'alter Schmitt until 
1942. and thereafrer by S-Ober­
gruppcnfiihrer ,\\aximilian \Ion Herff. 

In addition to che: rt'l;ular SS Haupmmrer. 
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,"cre wC're a number of orher smaller offICes 
;l.nd departments whIch had their places 11\ 

,he 5S command ~trucrure. The HauplSft'lIe 
d~'r Hauptamt Ordnungspoli/ei was a 
department rcprc.!>cnting che uniformed civil 
police on Hlnunlcr's hcadquartc:r.!>. It advised 
the Rcichsflihrer on all matters concerning 
the Ordnungspohzci. The Il auplamr 
Diensrsrcllc I fcissmeyer, an office artached to 
the staff of SS-Obergruppcnflihrer August 
t-Iei~sme)'er in his capaciry as the Senior S~ 
and Police Commander for rhe Berlin 
Distrl~t. wa!> rc~ponsible fo r the supervision 
of thl! Narionalpolirische En:iehungsanSl3itcn 
(NPEA or Napolasl, rhe Nation:d Political 
Educarion::d InSrllutes SCI up 10 tram tht' 
furure Germanic flirt'. nle Stabsh:lUptamr def 

Reich~konllnlssar fur die ft:stlgung des 
Jrutschen Volksrllms . or Hauptamt RKF, 
Iljmllller's suf{ HQ in his capaciry as Reich 
Commissioner for Ihe ConsolLdatlon of 
Germanism, was bast:d at 142-3 Kur­
furslt'ndamm, Berlin and , .. ommanded by S 
Obergruppenflihrer Ulrich Greifelr. It had :l 

general Interest in aLI marrcrs affecting the 
mallllen.lnCe of Ihe t::1cial qualities of the 
German popublion and the protection and 
enlargement of rhe German ract' as a whole. 
It.. prlncLpal activit}' was w promote 
~ctllcment b}' Germans of rhe annexed 
eaStern territories of the Reich. Finally, the 
Hallplamt Volksdeulsche Mi rrelstelle or 
VO~ lI , the Department for the Rcpatrl:aion 
of Racial Germans, operated from offic("s at 
29 Kcithstrassc, Berlin and led by 55· 
Obc:rgruppenfi.lhrer Werner LorenT. In 
Ct)ntrast to the Hauptamt RKF. liS main 
function was the organised return to the 
Reich uf Ihe descendants of older generations 
of German colonists and settlers in Russia 
and soulh-east Europe. 

On a level immediately below the SS 
llauptamter were the Obcrabschnirre (Oa .) 
or RegIOns. the bases of Allgemeine­
territOrial organisation. Initially Ihere were 
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fi\e Oberab3chnm(', fl>nned III 1932 from the 
exi~lIng S Grupp<>n. By 1944, their number 
ha\l ri.)~n to se\enteen within Germanr 
proper and each corresponded almo<;t exactl~ 
to a Wchrkreis or .\l1litary DistrIct. The SS 
Regions were generally known b~ 

gt:ogr;:aphical names. but it \\,lS al.)o 
cUSlOmaq TO reft'r to them by the Roman 
numeral aJlo~ated to the corresponding 
Wehrkreis. Each Oberabschnin was 
commanded by an SS-Obergruppenfuhrer. 
Grupp~nfiihrer or Brigadefiihrer deSIgnated 
Fuhrer des Obcmbschnmes (F.Oa,). He was 
usually also Himrnlcr's representative <I t rhe 
military headquarters of the local Wehrkreis 
and. in addition, held the post of Hohere 55-
und Polizeifiihrer or H SPL the Senior SS and 
Police Commander in the Region. In the few 
cases where Ihe HS Pf was not the Fuhrer of 
the corresponding Obcrabschnitt it was 
because rhe laner. though fiUing some olher 
active appointment, wa~ allowed 10 retain rhe 
tiwlar leadership of tht' Oa. on personal 
grounds. For example, dutlng the war, 5S­
Obergruppenfiihrer August Heissmcyer found 
himsrlf appointed HSSPf lor OberabschniH 
Spree as the nominal Fuhrer of that Region, 
'Scpp' Dietrich, was fully committed with the 
Waffen· S on the battlefront. 

Directly subordinated 10 the f.Oa, ur 
HSSPi was the StabsfOhrc.:r def Allgemelnen· 
55 (Allgemelne-SS Chid of Staff, who was 
responsihle 10 him for the geneml conduct 
and conrrol of the Allgemeine-55 within Ibe 
Oa. The Regional Headquarters was staffed 
primarily by I lauptamtlicher Fiihrer (full­
lime officers I togelher with a number of 
j\;'ebenall1tlich (part-time) or Ehrenamtlich 
(honorary) official ... The tull-timers included 
the Leifer def Verwalrung or Verwal­
tungsfuhrt'r tAdminisrrarive OHicerl, the 
Oherabschnltlsarzt (Medical Officer). the 
Obera bschnittsa usbildungsfuhrer (Training 
Officer ), the Oberabschnmspersonalchef 
i!>crsunllel Of(i..:C'r) and the 
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r-..:al.:hrichtenfuhrer (Signals Officer), Parr· 
tlme:-r~ were genera lly below the rank of 
) turmh:lIlnfjjhrer and were not paid for rheir 
,e r\' iu:s. I he seventeen 5S Oberahschnitte 
~ Iru.lted WlthLIl German}' were named and 
numhcrcd a<; follows: 

Ubt'r.JIJsclmlll HQ \VehrJ.·reis 
'\1 J'lClIla nd Salzburg XVIII 
J)on,}u Wien XV II 
lib. Dresden TV 
J- uldJ-\'(,'erra Arols("n· \'('alde,,!.; IX 
\1.110 Numberg Xiii 
-'{me Braunschweig XI 
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Nordo~t 

NorJsce 
OstS<'e 
Rhein-Westnl:lrk 
Spree:-
Sud 
Slidost 
Slidwest 
Warthe 

Kunigsberg 
Hamburg 
Sterrin 
Wiesbaden 
Berlin 
.\ttunchen 
Breslau 
Sruugart 
Post:n 

I 
X 
II 
XII 
III 

VII 
Viii 
V 
XXI 

Wc:ich~el Danz.ig XX 
West Dusseldorf VI 
There were no S5 Oberabschlllttc 
corresponding to Wehrkreise numbers XIV. 
XV. XVI and XIX 
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K~, Wolff ond Ss-GrupperiiihIer Heirvid1 Sdvoousef, fiihr81 of OberOOsdrin SUd, nspecMg men of me 34m 5S flJSS·SlOnOOrte 01 weileR II lle<embeI 
1934. 

In addition to these, there were si;\. foreign 
Obcrabschniw' which cvo]",('d during the 
war, as listed below: 

Oberabsclmill HQ Regio" 
Bahmcn -)\rliih ren Prague Czechoslovakia 
Nord Oslo Norway 
Nordwesl The Hague Holland 

0" Krakow Pola nd 

Ostland Riga Baltic States 
Ukraine Kiev Ukraine 

Of these six, on l ~' Oa. Bohmen-Mahren. 
which included the Sudclcnland, existed long 
enough to develop an organisation str ictly 
comparable [0 the Oherabschnitte inside 
Germany. Oa. Nord and NordweS I co-

30 

ordinated police.> operations and tho,Sc of the 
relatively small conringcnrs of Germanic-5S in 
Flanders, H olland, Norway and Denmark, 

while On. OSt. Ostland and Ukraine directed 
the miscellaneous securit), and ami-guerrilla 
fo rces in their respective areas. 

Each 55 Oberabschnitr in turn comprised 

an average of three Abschnitre or D istricts, 
again distinguished by Roman numerals. 
Ther were also referred to by the names o f 
the areas which they covered o r by the 
location of their headquarters. The Abschnitt 
commander or Fuhrer des Abschnittes (F.A b.) 
was generall y an officer of the rank of 55-
Oberfilhrer or Standartenfiihrer. The first 
seven Abschnirre covered the emire Reich, 

and the eIghth was for Austria. The nimh and 
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i\lgem&tIltSS ..mfoonotioos, 1944. This tobIe ~ III !he ASgemeloe-SS OberOOsdrine, Absdwne. Sloodcrten!l'd speOOist 1M ilI944, wiIfllhei nt!es, 
~ond IocOIlOnS. ( ~ertoOxed hMl me 55 Oi6nsroltetsisTlol9 !iMmbet 1944.) 

~uccecding Abschnitte made their appearance VIII Linz 
in 1932. along with Standarren with numbers IX WU rzbu rgIN ii rn berg! A ns bach! 
in the upper forries. The Districts then grew Schweinfun 
com mensura te with rhe expansion of the 55, X StungartfTiibingenlUlm 
~nd b)' 1944 the following Abschnittc werc XI KoblemfrrierfDarm stadt/ 
listed; WiesbadeniBingen 

XII Frankfurr (Odcrj/5cnftenberg 
Abschllltt Dlstrtct Xlll StettinIKoslin/Schneidemiihl 
No. XIV Olden bu rglC u x haven/Bremen 
I MiinchenlLandshutllngolstadt XV H amburg-AitonalHamburg-Harburg 
II Dresden/Chemn irv Plauen XVI DessaulMagdcburgl5rassfun 
III Berlin-Steglirz XVII Munster/DetmoldIBielefcldIBuer 
IV Hannover/Braunschweig/Cellel XVlll Halle (5aalej/Leipzig!Winenberg 

Gorringcn XIX Karlsruhe 
V DuisbergIDusseldorflEssenIKoln XX KieVFlensburg 
VI Bresia ulFrankensteiniGlogau XXI Hirsch berg/M ii hrisch -Schon be rgl 
VII K6nigsberglinsterburglEibing J iigerndorfrrroppau 
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XX II 
XX III 

XX IV 
XXV 
XXVI 

XXV II 

XX VIII 
XX IX 
XXX 
XXXI 
XXXII 
XXXII I 
XXXIV 

XXXV 
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AlJenslcln/,"lemellZichenau 
Berlin-Wilmersdor£fNeuruppinl 
Ebersw3Ide/Po[sdarn 
OppelnlBeuthenIKanowin 
Dorrmund!BochumIHagen 
DanziglZopporlMarienwerderf 
MarienburgfNeusradtfElbing 
Weimar/GorhalGeraiMci ningero 
Erfurr 
BayreuthlRcgensburgIBa mbcrg 
KonSlan1. 
Frankfu rt (Main )/KasseVGiessen 
WicnlKremslZnaim 
AugsburgiLindau 
Schwerin/Greifswa ld 
Sa a rbri.lCk en/ K a isersla u ternl 
Heidelberg 
GrazlKlagenfurtlLeoben 

XXXVI Salzburgllnnsbruck 
XXXVII ReichenhergffrautenauIBruxiAussig 
XXXVIII KarlsbadlEgerlAsch 
XXX IX BrilnnllglaulPrag 
XXXX Brom~rgfTuchei 

XXXXI ThornIKulm 
XXXXII GneseniPosen 
XXXX III LitzmannstadtlKalischlleslau 
XXXX IV Gumblnncn/McmeUZichenau 
xxxxv Strassburg/Colmar 

It will be noted ,hal the expansion of S5 
mem bersh ip In 3. few towns a nd cities 
resulted in th eir being split betwee n two 
Absdmine. 

T he orga ni sation of the Allgemeine-55 in 
respect of formation be low the level of the 
Abschnine was on a more flexible unit. rather 

ss men allbrlb.rg rr.iwoy $WIII(I\ £. 1934-5. Bot sTylesd deorh's Mod In being worn III IN ~ tbiIg lilts IIIJ"1\11lOt"O penod. The lin( color pakh d 

rht Il"O'l at IN left denolll5lis ~ d!he temJtn:btt, ~ ill _IR ~om Ihe 48th Stln:btI. 
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than tertlto rial , basis, although each unit 
u",,1f re lated to, or was recruited from . a 
p.lrtu.:uln r area. The f)'pical Abschnirr 
~ontrolled an ave rage of thr ee SS Fuss­
~t,lnda rten , the eqUivalent of foot or infann)' 
re~lItlenrs . As the name suggests . the 
~(and . .H(e was th e standard unit of Ihe 
Allgem elne -S5 and had been firmly 
e .. [abli~hed as such by 1930. long before the 
SS regional system fully evolved. The ea rl iest 
~\ ~Iandarren we re te rr ibly under-slrength , 
and even in 193 1 might com prise on ly 100 
men. N umbers rose steadily, how('ver. with 
tl'll new S5 Sta ndarten being formed in 1933 
and a further fifty in 1934 . By 1939, the 
aVNage Fuss-Srand arte com pri sed nrou nd 
2.000 men, but corresponding numbers fell to 

:uound 1.600 in 1941 and 400 in 1944 due 
10 \ lIgemcine-SS mem~rs bei ng drafted into 
the We hrmacht an d Waffen -5S. Ea"h 
reglmeor was com ma nded b)' a Fuhrer des 
Sr.lndartes (F.Su.), who was assisted by a 
~ma ll ~taff and part-time headquarters unit. 
Depr nding on unit size, the regimental 

SS fUSS - STANDARTEN 

commander could be an S5-SrandanenfUhrer, 
Obrrsturmbannfuhrer or 5turmbannfuhrer. 
By 1943. it was common for two of the 
smallrr adplcenr 5randarten to be placed 
together under a single act ing commander. 

5tand:Hten wr re numbered consecutively 
from I to 127. A select few also bore the 
names of celebrated SS men who had died, 
been killed during the 'Kampfzeir' , been 
assassm3ted and so 011, and such ' honour ritll."S' 
were si milarly extended to :1 number of 5riirme 
o r compa nies within certain Standarten. Fo r 
exa mple, the 6th Sturm of the 6th Srandarte 
was ca lled 'Edua rd Felsen' in memory of its 
member killed in the srreet disorder on the 
night of thc Reichstag fi re. whi le the 90th 
5tand :Hte was :Hvarded th e title 'Franz 
Kut~chera' afrer the laner, one of its officers 
who TO§(" to command the security police and 
5D In Poland, who was murdered by partis.1.ns 
on 1 February 1944. The table below lists all 
of Ihe 55 Fuss-Standarten with their regimenta l 
numbers :md locations and. where applicable, 
5tandartr or Sturm honour titles. 

Stand, lrtc No. Location Stalldarte HOllour Title Stllrm Honotlr Title 

I. M unchen 'Julius Sch reck' I. 'Karl Ostberg' 
2. 'C.,sdla' 
5. 'Hellinger' 

10. -Karl Laforce' 
I. Frankfurt (Main) 4. 'Josef Bleser' 
I. Nurn~rg 
4. Hamburg-AltOna 
I. Luxemburg 
6. Berlin-Charlottenburg 6. 'Eduard Felscn' 

8. 'Oskar GolI ' 
9. 'Kurt von der Ahc' , 

Plauen 'Friedrich Schlegel- 3. ' Paul Fressonke' , . 
6. ' Paul Teubner' 

8. Hirschberg 
9. Sterrin 
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tallJllrtl' No. W('lJtlOlI Standl/rll' Honour r,tle Sturm I (o11o llr Title Sf,JfI,J.1ru 1\0. LOCiItlo" Sta"dartc Honour TItle SllIrm Hmmllr nile 

10. KaisersbUlcrn 41 Bayreuth 

II. Wien 'Pbnena' 4! IkrliQ 4. 'Fnrz Schulz' 
12. Hannover H. Frankenstein 

13. Sruttg.trt .4 Eberswalde 
14. Gotha ... ppeln 

15. Neuruppin 4 •. Dresden 
16. Bresl3u 4-. j ena 
17. Celie 48. Leipzig 8. 'Gutsche' 
18. Konigsberg H. Braunschweig 1. 'Cerh:lrd Landmann ' 
19. j\<!unsrer '!). Flensburg 
20. Dusseldorf 'Frin Weinel' I. 'Karl Vobis' II. Gottingen 

3. 'Kurr Hitmcr~ 52. Krcms 
5. 'Werner Hannemann' s;. Heide 

II. ' Friedrich Schreiber' 14 Landsberg (Warrhe) • cidcl-Dinmarsch' 

11. ~13gdcburg H. Liineburg 
21. Schwerin 'Friedrich Graf \'un def 16. Bamberg 

Schuh:nhurg' ,- Mciningen 

23 . Beuthcn IX. Kbln 2. 'Frnnz yliiller' 
24. Oldenburg \0. Dessau ' loeper' 

25. Essen I. 'Garthe' tiC), Insterbu rg 
J. 'Fnedrich Karpinski' 61 Allcnstcin 
4. 'Arnold GlI~e' 62. Ka rlsruhe 
S. 'Leopold Pafirath' 6J. Tubingen 

26. Halle (Saale) 1. 'Paul lk-rck' .4 Berem 

27. Fr::mkfurt (Odl'r) 6.\, Freiburg (8r. ) 

18. Hamburg 1. 'Henry Kobert' ." 6..1.rtenstein 
9. ' Han .. Cyranka' .-. Erfurt 12. 'Fri f'L Beublc:(' 

29. Lindau 6H. Regensburg 

30. Bochum I. ' Fritl. Borawski' b •. Hagen (\Vesrf. ) 
J. 'August Pfa ff' "0. GIOg:lU 

I L 'Adolf H oh' -.. Elbing I. 'Ernst Ludwig' 
.1 1. Landshu! 4. ' Faust' ""2. Dermoid 

12. 'A ndreas Zinkl' -3. Ansbach 

32. Heidelberg ' 4. Greifswald 

J3. l)arm. .. t3dt '5. Berlin 8. 'Edmund Behnke' 
.14. Weilheim -.. Salzburg 

35. Kassel .- Schnetdmuhl 

36. Dal17jg -~. Wiesbadcn 

37. Llnz -'. Ulm 
38. G"" HI). Berlin 

39. Koslin XI. Wurzburg 2. 'H:lns Purps' 
40. Kiel 1. 'Radke' Xl. Bielefeld 

8. ' Martens ti3. Giessen 
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Sta"darte No. Locattoll 

84. 

85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
9 1. 

92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
I I \. 
11 2. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 

Chemnirz 

S:larhriicken 
Offenburg 
Innshruck 
Bremen 
Wien 
Kl agenfun 
Witrcnbcrg 
Ingolsradt 
Kohlcnl. 
Leoben 
Trautenau 
Brux 
Eger 
M:ii h tisch -Schon berg 
Znainl 
Reichenberg 
Saaz 
Jagerndorf 
Aussig 
Troppau 
Mcmd 
Augsburg 
Brunn 
Prag 
Poscn 
Hohensalza 
Kolrt1:1f 
Lirzmannsradr 
Kalisch 
Lcsslau 
Zichenau 
Bromberg 
Kanin. 
Pro Sta rgard 
Graudenz 
Kuhn 
Strasburg 
Strassburg 
Kalmar 
Schader 

Stondarte I /emOllr Tlfle 

'Holzweber' 
' Franz Kursl.:hcf3' 
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StllrnJ H Ollour Title 

4. 'Grobe' 
9. 'Steinbach' 

1 I .. Ludwig Frisch' 

THE AlIGEME1NE·IS 

\t':'lI1ddrte No. I .Qea/io1l Sta"darte 1I011OliT Title Stllr", Honour Title 

1.25. 
126. 
U-, 

~lcrL 

1tarhurg/Drau 
0:,10 

It will be noted that a few of the larger towns and cities had morc than one Fuss·Standarte. 

A!> well as the Fuss-Standartcn. there were 
twen ty-three Allgemeine-55 cavalry units or 
regimenta l size, the Reiterstandarren. Each 
(':o mprised from five !O eight Reirerstiirme 
(cav .dry companies), a 5anitiitsreiterstaffel 
(Illcdkal squad) and a Trompcterkorpl> 
(trumpet corps). The Reiterstandarrcn were 
never concentrated in their HQ cities, the 
componenr companies usually being 
dl)persed among smaller towns of the 
Ab~chnltte. Tht)' were always basically 

ceremonial 10 function, with a distinctly 
snobbish outlook, and were seldom if evc r 
used to assist the Fuss·Standarten and police 
in domestic crowd COntrol. The Inspecror of 
SS Cavalry Training was the equestrian S5-
BrigadefUhrer Christian Weber, one of the 
Old Guard Srossrrupp men and veterall of 
the Munich putsch. He set up the Main S5 
Cavalry Sc hool, or 55-H aup rrci rsc hule, ill 
Munich which was commanded by 
H ermann Fegelein unril 1939. After the 

A k,~ ti rile S~ in 000bef 1 m. !he m (IIWI was rroIe hem \;xk • with heoott cMri.m wn ernIroiIery, mid iI!. 
dolo> hod _ ~ .. , 1934 
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outbreak of war. the majorit), of me-mlxrs of 
the Reitersrandarren were conscripted into 
afmy cavalr)· units. or into the hastil), 
mustered SS-Totenkopfrcitcrsrandarlen for 
front-line sen' leC'. In 1941, the laner 
amalgam:ued ro form rhe Waffcn-SS Cavalry 
Brigade which by 1942 had expanded [0 

become the SS-Kava ll erie-Di \· jsion, named 
'Florian Geyer' in 1944. All of th ese 
form:lIio05 were commanded during th" 
va rio us stages of their development by 
Fegdcin, whose eva-strengthening position 
in Nazi circles culminated in his marri age o n 
J June 1944 to Gretl Braun, sister of Hi tler's 
miStress. The Allgemeine-55 Rc irer­
Sf3 nd arten were numbered from I to 23, 
each nu mb,..f being prefixed by the lener ' R' 
to distinguish them from the Fuss­
Standarten. Their headquarters were located 
as follows: 

Sta"darte No. HQ 
R.I insrerbu rg 
R.2 Danzig 
R.3 Treuburg 
RA Hamburg 
R.S Stettin 
R.6 Dusseldorf 
R.7 Berlin 
R.8 Pclkum 
R.9 Bremen 
R.I O Arolsen 
R.II Breslau 
R. 12 Schwerin 
R.1l Frankfurt (1-'lain) 
R.14 Stuttgart 
R. 15 Munchen 
R. 16 Dresden 
R.1 7 Regcnsbu rg 
R.IS \vien 
R.19 Graudenz 
R.20 Tilsit 
R.ll Hannover 
R.2l Posen 
R.23 Pirmasens 

3B 

Several of these locations were former 
garrison town!. of Imperial ca\!alry regimenrs 
and, consequenrly, had excellent equestrian 
facilities. ~ toreover. many nationalist riding 
dub!> were Incorporated inro the Aligemeine­
S5 ' lock . stock and barrel' during the 19305. 
bringing with them their equestrian expertise. 
All [hiS meant that the 55 Rei rerstandaften 
became the best cava lry formations in the 
Third Reich. surpassing e"e n those of the 
army so far as ceremonial was concerned. 

Each S Standarte was composed of three 
active 5turmbann(, Or battalions, one Reserve­
Sturmbann for men between the ages of 
thirty-five and forry-five, and a Musikzug o r 
marchin g band. A Srurmbann was usually 
com manded by an SS-5turmbann fuh rer, 
assisted by all adjutant. The full peacetime 
strength of a Srurmbann ranged from 500 to 
800 men and, as it was considered the basic 
tanical unit of the Allgemeine-55, iI was 
planned thou the S5 5turmbann would be able 
to operate as an independent emity in times 
o( strife or revolt. The three acri\'e 
Srurmbanne of a Standarte were numbered in 
Roman num(·tals (rom I to III, for example 
the third Sturmbann of th e 41 st Srandarte 
was abbreviated ' 111 /41 '. The Reserve-
5rurmbann was distinguished by the prefix 
·Res.', in this case ' Res.l4 1 '. 

Each active Sturm bann was in turn 
composed of four Sturme or co mpanies, a 
s:lni tatss tarre] (medical squad) and a 
Spiei mnnn 7.ug (fifc-and-dru m corps). In 1930, 
few 55 Stu rOle expanded beyond the original 
Staffe l size of seven to fifteen men. 8 y th e 
mid - 1930s, however, the full peacetime 
strength of a Sturm was 120 to 180 men, 
under an SS-Haup tsrurmfuhrer, Obet­
sturm fuhrer o r UntersturmfU hrer. During 
wartime, one of the four SturmI' served 
locally 35 a Wachkompanie, o r Guard 
Company, protecting bridges, important 
buildings and so on. Another stood by as a 
civil defence Alarmsrurm, or Emergenc)' 
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Company. for use during air raids or ground 
attacks. and the remaining two were assigned 
to general patrol dutit!s. A Reserve­
Stu rmbann genera lly comprised twO Reserve­
) IUrme, num bered ' Res. I ' and ' Res.2', and a 
Reserve-Sani tritsstaffel. Within eac h Sta nd ­
aftc, the four Sturme of Stu rmbann I wetI' 
numbered I, 2, J and 4. Those of 5turmbann 
II were numbered 5, 6, 7 and 8, while those 
of Sturmbann III were numbered 9. 10, II 
an d 12. Thus the 1st Sturm of the 2nd 
Sturmbann of the 3rd Stand:ltre, i.e. the Sth 
Sturm In the 3rd Standarte, would be referred 
to Within the Srandarte as 'S/II' and outwith 
the ~fandarte as 'SIIVJ'. 

F\'ery Sturm was divided into three or four 
Truppen (platoons), each composed of three 
Seharen (sections). A 5char generally 
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numbered tcn to fifteen men and was lIsed ro 
patrol blocks of houses w irhin ci ri es and 
guard officia l buildings. The Schar it self 
comprised two or three Ro nen (files), the 
smallest units of th e Allgemeine-5S 
numbering about fi\'(' men. Depending on 
their size, Truppen and Scharen were 
commanded by NCOs of the ranks between 
SS- Hauptscharfuhrc r and Unterscharfuhrer, 
whi le Rotten were led by experienced enlisted 
men known as Rorrenfjjhrer. 

In addition to the regular 55 infantry and 
caval ry units. there were a number of 
specialist formations intended to act in a 
suppOrt role. Each 5S Oberabschnitt was 
a'isigned one Nachrichtensturmbann, or 
Signals Battalion, respons ible for SS 
communications In the Region. These signals 
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III SS&twtafilwer r~. derIOI!d by IIII'RIMMI' 
rufflille,c. 1937. 
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battalions were numbered consecutively from 
I to 19, in Arabic rather rhan Roman 
numerals. prefixed by the letters 'Na.'. Thei r 
headquarters were located as follows: 

Sflmllham, No. HQ 
Na.1 l\oliinchcn 
Na.2 Sturrgart 
Na.3 Arolsen 
NaA Dusseldorf 
Na.5 Braunschweig 
Na.6 Hambu rg 
Na.7 Konigsberg 
Na.8 Berlin 
Na.9 Dresden 
Na. IO Breslow 
Na. 11 Numberg 
Na. 12 Stcrr in 

Na.13 Wieshaden 
Na.J4 Wien 

Na. 16 Danzig 
Na.1 7 Posen 
Na. 19 Prag 
I 0 records remain of the locations of 
Nachrichrcnsturmhanne nos 15 and 18. 

Pioniersrurmba nne or engineer batta lio ns 
were agai n orga nic compo nents of the 
Obe rabschnittc, and were equi pped to ca rry 
OU t emergency construction work such as 
rO;ld and bridge repai rs, and maintenance of 
public utilities including gas, electricity, water 
an d rh e li ke. Ea ch l>ioni e rstu rmb :J.n n was 
n umbe red consec uti vely fro m I to 16, 
prefixed by the leners -Pi .'. T heir 
headquartt'rs were located as follows: 

Stllrmbaml No. HQ 
Pi. 1 Munchcn 

Pi .2 Stuttgart 
Pi .3 Arolsen 
PiA Koln 
Pi.S Harburg-Wil helmsburg 

Pi .6 Stetrin 
Pi.7 Konigsberg 

THE AllGEMEIHHS 

Neils rJ .. SSoVI Sigrds bcno&on in 0cdJer 1935. AI -.em dle 'SS/i!tl1I'IIIg bolt' (ob paJeh, wIC hom a c5skn:, loW I., dvee Sig-R1IlBS side by ide, 
M ~ I*d 0/1 OlIo sprnd ~ _ <I If;, ""..a ......... <I me ~s.I<odwKIl_' OlIo. 1931. 

Pi.8 Berlin 
Pi.9 Dresdcn 
ri.JO Brcslau 
Pi. J 1 Ntirnberg 
Pi. 12 Magdeburg 
PI.IJ Frankfurt (Main) 
Pi . 14 \,(/ien 
Pi.IS Salzburg 
PLl6 Danzig 

The Runrgensturmbann SS-HA, or 5S 
Haupt'lIll1 X-Ray Battalion, was formed b), 
S5·0bersturmbannfiihrer Konrad Perwitz.schky 
and was later commanded by SS-Oberfuhrer 
Dr Ilans I-Iolfelder, Professor of ,\1edicllle at 
the Umversit), of Frankfurt (Main). It 
com prISed around 350 full-time S5 men and 
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toured all the Allgemeine-SS Oberabschnitte, 
carr)'lIlg out routine healt h checks on SS 
personnel. It utilised portable X-ray 
equi pmem and was primarily emplo)'ed to 

deleci pu lmonary diseases among factory 
workers who were also part-time SS 
members. The onl), unit of its kind in 
Germany, irs services could be summoned in 
times of epidemic by any of the NSDA P 
Gauleirers and it also co-operated with loca l 
offici:J.ls of the German Labour Front. During 
the war, the ROlllgensrurmbann was absorbed 
into the medical branch of the Waffen-SS. 

In addition 10 the RomgenSfurmbann and 
the Sanitatsstaffcl attached to eve ry 
5turmhann, each Abschnin contained at least 
one Sanitatsslurm or medical company. A 
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group of senofal su h Sturme. or <I singl~ 
large turm. was oftt!n (e(med a 
SaRJI,lt<;abrcllung (medll;:,,1 derachmcntl. 
These Unit!; w~n' referred to hy the Roman 
numeral of the Ahs(:hniu in which they wert~ 

located. 
The 5S Krafrfahrsturme, or ~lloror 

Transport Companies, wert' composed o( 
rnffcln. Or squads, ont' Kraftfahrstlffel being 

allocated to each Abschnm. They were 
responsible fur the motorised rranspon of SS 
personnel within th e district. In addition, a 
motorcycle company wa.s at the disposal of 
each Obcrahschnirt commander to be used 
(or relaying urgent despatches. Kraft+ 
f:ahrsturme were numbered from I to 19, 
prefixed by tht' letter 'K', The areas they 

covered a rc listed bdow: 

~tf/n" No. 
K.I 
K.2 
K.3 
KA 
K.S 
K. 6 
K. -
K.S 
K.9 
K.IO 
K.II 
K.12 
K.13 
K. 14 

K. IS 
K.16 

Area 
Mtinchen/Augsburg 
Erfurt 
Berlin/5enftenberg 
HamburgIKieV8remen 
DusseldorflBuer/Donmund 

Dresden!enemnil1 

Konigsberg 
LinzJ\X'ien 
Breslau 
5IUttga rrIKa r1sru helFrei burg 
Magdeburg/Hannover 
8ambcrg/SchweinfurtlNurnbcrg 

chwerin/Stelrin 
Frankfurt (Main)I\Viesbadt'n! 
Pirmascns 

Grazllnnsbruck 
Danzig/Elbing 

K.17 PosenlLitzmannsradr 
K.19 AschlReichcnbergIBri.lOn 
No record rt'rnains of {he locallon of 

Kraftfahrsturm 110. 18. 

The first 55·Fliegersraffel. or Air 
Squadron , was formed in October 1931 al 
Munll,:"'. It was jOined by SS·Fliegerstarfcl 

Nurnber~- Furth nine months later_ and both 
(If these units we(e thereafter renamed 
Fliegersturme and consolidated in to an 5S· 
Flil'gerswrmhann under Eduard Rmer \'01'1 

Schleich. the famed 'Black Knighl' of Ihe First 
World W:U, The 55 AI( Squadrons were 
responsible for flYing Hi der :lnd other senior 
NaZI personalint·s ;lround Germany, and the) 
remained aC[lve lItHil absorbed by th e 
Deutscher Lufrsporl Verband (DLV). the 
forerunner of the Luftw affe, In September 

1933. 
From 1935. each Ober-tbschnill 

commander could form 3 Streif('ndienst , or 
I)atrol Sl'rvicc. as and when required, 

5treifendien:.t llllitS were fairly small nnd 
mobile and their member:. wrre specially 
selected from among the most reliable S5 
men. They patrolled areas temporarily OUI of 
bounds to SS personnel !lIld policed the 55 
condngems at pUt}' rallies. During the 
annual 9 Nm-cmber celebration!> in Munich. 
for example. only a few S5 ml'n in possession 
of specially issued passes \:ltid for the d:lY 
cO\lld enter [h e restricted .treas around thc 
Feldherrnhalle and KOnigspl3t7. where Hitler 
and his hierarch) congregat{'d. It was the 

treifendiensr who checked these paSses and 
ensu red th3t nO unauthOrised SS 'spectalors' 
slipped through. All members of a Slreife 
wore 3 nickel-plaled go rget bearing the 
legend 'S5 5treifendienst' while on duty. This 
item of r(.'gal i:l was sim ilar to that wh ich 

identified the milirary polk-e, and highlighted 
the faci that the Streifendil'nsl was. in effecl. 
an mternal police force of rhl.' Allgemeille-S~. 
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EM:h Oberabschnin contained a 
ponahteilung. or Span .. Detachment, \\ hich 

wa!> responSible for the physical firness of SS 
personnel. It al~o trained wilh the Hitl er 
Youlh and the Allgemeine- S Resent'. From 
the oursrt, :.pons and physical fitness had 
been accorded 3 high priority by both the SA 
and S5, and indeed the earliesl N:U:I 
paramilHartes dbguised their lrue identity b~ 
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c.dlm!! themsel\"C~ lurn- und 
:th tedungen. Or Gymnaslic and 
DctJchments, Prior ro 1919. S sporrs 
InstruCtors were tralneJ at the ~A ~purr 
'K: htlol In i-Iamm. Westphalia. but after the 
occupation of CzC'choslovakia an 'is 
RClchssport~hulc was established at Pc.lgue, 
It duly r.1Il counc!> for Oberah~hnitt sport'S 

"ffjcers, and issued SS ph)':'IC:ll training 
mJ.nuals for the reference of all S~ per!>onnel. 

in addition to the regular and spcd~li~t 55 
onuS, and the first-line reser\'e of tho:.t· 
h ... lwecn the ages of Ihlftr-five- and forry-five. 
each Oberabschnlfl also Contained an 
!!ldependent Stamm,lbt~·ilun~ . or ~urpJe ­
m~ntary Reserv~ Detachment, composed 
(I,lTd) of unfit o r older men o\'er Ihe age of 
h,rry-fin:. and panly of ~ounger m~n whose 
d u[ie~ to theo State or parry debarred them 
Iro m taking J.n :1ctl\'e part III the S5. For 
eX3mple, 11 was customarr for full·tlme 
regular police officers ro be :lSsigned to the 
)tammabtcilung upon recel\· jng 5 
memhcrsh.p. The Stammabtcilung carried the 
na me of the correspondmg Oberabschnill 
J.nd was di,'.ded IOto Bezirke or sub-dluricts, 
each Be7;rk working in conjunction With :J 

!)t<lIldarre and bearing the ArabiC numeral of 

Ihe 1.lwa. As their mle Indicated, thl'se 
.1ddldonal second-line reservists SUppll'­

men ted thc rest of the Allgemeine- 5 in the 
\·aTlous functions where norl11.11 duty 

rersonnel and first-line reserves mighl be 
(werfaxed, as in Ihe case of lMge natll)fl.ll 

pamdcs :lnd celebrations, or maior dl:..1Sll'rs. 
They were readily distingulshuble by the facf 
Ihill :I reverse colour scheme was employed 
on their uniform in:.ignja, i.e. a lighf-gr~) 
background to collar patches 3nd cuff mles 
With black ()f silver numbers and s.:rtpt. ror a 
.. hort tlmt·, members "f tbe Stamm:lh· 
tellungen al~o WOre itght grey father than 
black borders on their armbands. 

S I-Ielfernmen. or Female S5 Auxiliaries, 
were first recrUlled in 1942 to relil'\'(:' male 5 
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pcrsonnl'i who \\ere more urgt'ntl~ needed at 
the lrom. During the \\',Ir, Gl'rman women 
were called to 'do tlwlr bit' In all spheres of 
Ide , and In thiS resp~ct the W3:. no 

e ... ccprlon, despite I-fimmler'~ vic\\ thar hiS 
~:hutz§taffel was essentlall)' an 'Order of 

German ~Ien' . As more and more SS men 
were conscripted, tht' ir work places \\.rre 
taken over by WOlnen, The dC:'lgn:nion S 
i-Iel(cnn was used only for those who had 

been accep ted as 5S members proper and 
trall1ed al rhe Reichsschule-SS ;'It 

Oberehnheim in Elsass , primaril} ior the 

COmmU\HCilllons brancht>5 of the AJlgemeine-
55 and Waffen-55. All other fema le auxiliaries 
engaged by th(' 55. i.e. those who were Jlot 

full SS members, \\cre termed 
Kneg~helfefinnen, or War Auxt\;aril's, 
Ongmally. Ihe 5S Oherabschnirre were 
responsible for re-cfmring S I-Ieiferinnen, but 
in May 1944 that rcsponsibilit)' was 
transferred ro Ihe 5S Haupmmt. Enrolment as 
an S5 Il eJferin W.l~ on a \'oJuntary baSIS, 

Offi"lal recrultlng through newspaper 
ad\eniscments, radiu and CIIlem3 was 
forhidden, Mnee careful selectiOn was 
noce~iaq, Close co-operation was m3imained 
with rhe R('ichsiugendftihrung and most of 
the recruiting wa) dont' through the Bund 

Deutscher M:idel or SD,\I, the fem:ll{' 
eqUivalent of the Hitler Youth. All women 
betwc('n tht' ages of eighteen and thirt)'-five 
were eligible to Apply. Upon enrolment. the 
.1pphcant W.15 IIHerview(.'d b~' the Sentor SS 
and I'oliel' COntmandt'r of the Oberabschnin 
in which ~he resided, in the pn::.ence of the 
IlI)M liaIson Officer. and a medical 
c"l:aminatlon took place the same d3}. Next, 
the applicant ~Igned 3 ~13tement dt'claring 
[hat shr had not ohserved any signs of 
pregnane,· or serious illness. as well 3S ;1 

::.tatemt'nr of her racial suit-abilllY. No 
Indi\ idual could b~ accepted umil a thorough 
investigation inll) hrr familr background had 

hun compleu·d by Ihe Sicherheitsdienst, The 
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Reichsschulc-S h:HI the task of Ifl1ll11l1f, Ihc 

succtssfu l rlpplicants .h teleprintcr npemturs, 
telephonists 3m] \\ Ireles~ operator!._ 
Instrucnon \\;lS al .. o gin~n in domestic sClcnce 

so thar 5S Hdfermrltll would be capable of 
assuming rcsponsi hdll ~ for SS nurseneS and 
Simila r e<; tablishments if and when necessaq. 
Upon sausf:u.:l ofY completion of the course. 
the girls were presented with 5S rune insignia 
(u be worn on thc left breast of their uniform. 
lind were assigned 111 groups to the var;om 
headquarters of the SS in Germany, Fr.mee. 
1 uxembourg, Holland. Pol ,lI1e1 and Russia. 
During 194 ~ alone, 422 S5 I-Il'Ifcnnncn wert' 

rramed at the Reichsschulc. 
The strict phYSical, mental and racial 

qu.)hfic:llions ior entry into the SS meant that 
nOT all who dcsirl.'d 10 do so could become 
mt:mbers. However. almost anyone who 
Wished. for public or private reasons, to stand 
well With thc n~w clitc and who ~ould afford 
to pay for Ihc privilege were allowed to 
hecome Forder nde ~lltglieder tFM), or 
Patron J\ l emhers. The F~l oq;ani~Jlion 

developed as a fund-mislllg body during the 
lI1id-1920!:O. with Hitler him~lf holding F~'I 

m('mbership no. I. All Aryan Germans of 
both sexes were eligible to join, and N5DAP 
membership was nOt a necessary 

qualification. When accepted. each palton 
was presentt'd with an Fl\l membership book 
and badge, and bound himself or herself to 

pay a monthl y subscnJ'l(1on to S5 funds. The 
conItlbution varied wnh Ihe income of the 
memher and cou ld be as low a~ I 
Rekhsmark. rhe money thus le \i ed from 
bankers, industriallst~, buslIlt'~smen and 
~hopkeepcr~ strengthened the economic base 
of the 55, and at the samt time Ihe contacl~ 
,ecured in Germ:-." society enlarged S5 
influence, -I he I' M memhers themselves were 

promised the protecllon of the :'5 against 
'revolu tionary tendcncic .. •. In effect, the H .. ·I 
organisation became a ~ort of 'old hoys' 
network' through which members cou ld 

44 

St'cure business deals , promonon or 
employment, and In tht: Third Reich, irtually 
replaced the ouilawed Socief~' of Freema~on~. 
By 1935 . there were 500.000 Fordcrndc 
~Iitglicdt'r and there were probahly over I 
million in 1943. The practice o( appointing 
se! Ie!('I ed members of the go\crnlllt'nt or 
Importallt puhlic figures to high rank in the 
55, as F.hrenfilhrer or Honorary Officers. was 
a ll:1lural extension of the FM organisation. 
While! these :lppallumentS had nO funcllonal 
significance, they bought for the 55 even 
more extremely influential and well-placed 
allies who, once the}' had taken dIe 5 oath in 

return for the ngh! to wear the prestigious 
black uniform, suddenl~ found themselves 
hound to obey Himmlcr III terms of the 55 
diSCI pi me code. 

The medium which United aU these facets 
of tht: 55 o rganISation , and kept them In 

lauch with each other, was the 5S-Presse. A 
l11agaziOf: entItled Die Schl/tzsta(fel was 
puhllshed as early as December 1926. hur it 
was short-li ved and If was not until 1935 th.lt 
the Reic hdUhrung-SS began to publish a 
wet:kl~ nt:wspaper called Das Schwar:;,t· 
Korps or 'The Black Corps'. Set up 011 
Ile ydnch's initl:Hlve and directed by ~S­
Srandartenfi.ihrer Gunter d'Alquen. descend­
ant of a Huguenor family, It was pnnted b) 
the N5DAP publishing house of Eher Verbg. 
Munich, and had ItS eduonal offices at 88 
Zimmersrrasse. Bl'rlin, By 1939_ circulation 
had reached 500,000 copies. Dos Schwl1ru 
Korl's was a sharply wfitten p.tper. \Otr}' neo­
pagan. and specialised in the exposure of 
those the Reiehsfllhrung-S5 I.:Onsidered social 
ll1iscrc.lIltS whom the COllrtS could nOt reach. 
Ir wa~ th~ on l)' organ of (he German press 

which was nOt censored and, although 
rigorously orthodox at the ideological level, 
wall also the only newspaper th.lI gave any 
IOdic.\lion of haVing a cflneal or non­
conformist spi rit , From its vcry first issue, the 
onginalit)' uf DiJS Schw<Jru Korp$ wa~ 
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cmJ1h'l~ist'd by it't aggre~~lvenl'SS to the feSt of 
Gc)cbbels' press. h took sides against lead~rs 

of the NSDA P. attacked nlllllstCfS of !otate 
sUl' h as Alfred Rosenberg. who had been 
,hort-~Igh ted enough ro ~hull Il immier's 

oHt'r~ of honorar} 55 rank, anJ dCnOUlll,;ed 
lIladequacies in the administration. Private 
cnH:rprise and initiative were favoured by the 
paper hecause they aided progress, 
r<HlIlul:-.rly in wartime. Aher I ~39, the 
publH.uing of 5S a nd police Imiltar} heroes 
"c'~'ame an increasingly important feature, 
c~pec l ,lll}' when d 'Alquen was made 
.:ommander of t he 5S War Correspondents' 
Reglml'f)I and Kurt Eggers took over th e 
paper, As th e war progressed and tbe need 
grew for all sections of the regime to be seen 
to aCI as one, the old criticisms of Ihe 
t'xcesses of the party leaders d isappeared. By 
1944, Dos Schwar::e Korps :lnd irs ~ i ster 

pilpl'r for Patron Membt.·rs , the FM­
Zeltschrift, had degen('rated from lively and 
l"f)lltroversial publications to propacanda 
,heelS expounding the exploits of Waffen·55 
... oldie rs on the battlefront, In this way. t he 

path of the 5S-Press(! paralleled that of th e 
(!ntl re S5 orgaOlsation. 

55 DUTIES AND CONDITIONS Of SERVICE 

The first and foremost duty of the cnme 55 
o rgallls3rion \Va'i tht: protection of Adolf 
Huler; at I('ast that was the official line. In 
1931. after Hitler had lost (he presidential 
elecrio n to von l-(ind enburg. Himmlcr 

described the 5S as ' Des Fuhrers ufcigt'liste, 
crleselle Garde'. the Fuhrer's most person.tl, 

~elected guards. I-Iowe"er, while it is true to 
.. ay that the earliest Stosstrupp and SS men in 
the I 920s were indeed dirccdy ('mployed ani)" 
as Hitler'~ bodyguards and then as 
'Rednerschurz' to prOtect other leading Na1i 
orators. fhe vast majori ty of the Allgemellle-

55 III the 1930s and 194Us never even {al1l(! 
IIHo the clost' proxltJllry of memhers of rhe 

II"" ~ Hille! ......... h -Ilii>ll N_1933.1IOy 
IfII fIlCII illhe (entrtsparli ooh pcrtthM'!he OII'Nnlle s'" ;W0001Xmy 

""'"*' 

political hierarch),. far less that of the Fuhrer 
himself. whose protection after 1933 was the 
responsibility of the Lelbstandarte-5S 'Adolf 
H itler' ,Ilont'. Nevertheless ('\'en in later vears , . 
the primary S5 dut)' of guardi ng Hitle r wa'i 
still stressed. the Org;lnisarionshuch def 
NSDAP declaring In 193 7: ' It is the 
fund.lI11ent;l1 and most noble task 01 the S5 to 

Lx: concerned with the safer), of the Fuhrer ' . 
After the advent of the Leibslandarte. 

whose memhers worked full-time to a rOta 
s~stem and accompanied Hitler on his 
I OUrne)'~ throughout th(! Reich, rhe part-rime 
5:' mt'll who had ongmall) bet:n r(,Cfluted on 
a loca l basis to proteci H itler during hi~ trips 
arollnd German} (ound th.lt aspect of their 
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Ss..StmD:tenliher J~ SdYOO: alter leclimJ !he GokIen Pooy BoIge alme en:! ~ 1933. OIIXI!OO i:1le1est ore !he em,- pmem 

,010 "",'" "" .. "'" E.,. <I .. _ ... "" Ii< ... ~, .. On" """ .." ""'" ...... bo. Sdnd 
was an expert M, !I'd heqJeOltf chooIItIled Iflller oom:I Gernmy n tis open-\oWed lkKedes toorer aI ~ il eX{IlS$ II 100 
• Wftm:IeI II !he SlDssI!\qIoW" Hillel, Sdled was umtmrly at the F!hef's side unti Ii!; death frrtn mMi91is in 1936. 
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work taken from them. Consequemly. it was 

decided that as of 1933 the main daY-TO-day 
fu nction of these highly disciplined 
Allgemeine-55 volunreers would be to bolster 
t he reg ime by supporti ng the police in 
maintaining public order, especially since 
some of the police themselves werc politically 
unreliable. Their immediate success as 
Hilfspo lizei during the mass arres ts of 
co mmunists a nd other dissidents after th e 
Nazi assumption of pOwer led to the rapid 
ex pansio n of th e 5S o rganisa tion and rhe 
fo rmation of dozens of new Allgemeine-55 
<\ tanda rten trained and equipped to L"ombat 
any internal uprising o r counte r-revo lution 
w hich might rake place within Germany. It 
was planned rhat, in suc h an even t , th e 
Allgemeine-55 Fuss-5ta ndarren and 5tamll1::tb­
te j lung~n would act as police reinforcements 
III co n junction with the hea vily armed 55-

Verfi.igungstruppe and SS-Totenkopfverbande, 
while rhe Nachrichtensrurmbanne. Pianier­
~turmbanne and Kr aftbhrsTiirme of the 
Allgemeine-55 would take over the oper:ltion 

o f the pOSt office and narional radio 
ne two rk, public utilities and public 
t ransport, respectively. Co nsequen tl y, 
throughout 1934 partkular emphasis was 
pl::tL"cd on the recruitment of personnel for 
these specialist S5 suppOrt units. However, 
the anticipated civil unrest never ca me about, 
and imernal party rivalries we re c ru shed 
during the 'Night of the Long Kni ves'. As a 

resu lt. the police duties of the Allgemeine-SS 
befo re the outbreak of the waf were 
gene rall y reStricted to overseeing c rowd 
comrol at NSDAP rallies and o ther 

celebrations, including national holidays and 
state visits o f foreign dignitaries. 

After 1939, members of the Allgemeine-55 
who had nOt been called up for military 

service took a more active poli ce su pport 
rok. They were freq uently lectured on the 

work of the police and the SO, and in many 
cities special 55 Waehkompanie an d 
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55 I\leIl ~!he route for a poror!e at Biidebei~ il 193S, dtmg rile 
cm.d hemS! f8S~ (eiebraoons. 

Alarmsti.irme were derailed to protect 
factories, bridges, roads and oth er strategic 
points and assist the Luftschutz or Civil 
Defence during air raids. On [he borders of 
the Reic h. 55 men worked as Auxiliary 
Fronrier Personnel. or Hil fsgrenzanges tellte 
(H IGA ), in conj un ction with the Customs 
5e rvi ce. Others helped with the harvest, 
supervised foreign labourers and engaged in 
welfare work among the families and 

dependants of deceased 55 service men. 
During 1944--5, the cadres of the Allgemeine­
S5 spread throughom Germany were trained 
to co-ord in ate the shorr -lived guer rill a 
campaign which took place against All ied 
occupation troops. 

The Allgemeine-55 unit which normally 
mustered for traini ng purposes was the Trupp 
or, in more populous districts, the Sturm. 
Larger musters of the 5S were possible only in 
exceptional circu mstances. There were 
periodic garherin gs of th e Stan darten and 
occasional conferences of Abschnitte officers, 
when speeches and propaganda displays 

helped to foster corporate spirit and preserve 
SS ideology, but the vast majority of meetings 
usually rook place on a local basis, once or 
twice a week in the evening or at the 
weekend. They gave those attend ing a feeling 
of 'belonging' and importa nce which made a 
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welcome brcilk from the humdrum of their 
daily lives working ill [he fields and factone.\. 
01 the Reich. In summer, there were rome 
marches. p:lradt.> :lIld field drill, and 
manoeuvres. In \ .... imer, the routine acti\·jry of 
the Allgemeine-55 comprised instruction in 
military matters, indoor shooring, spetiollisl 
:lnd technical [raining. lec(urcs on 
propag:mda, political topics and Germanic 
culture. and (alks on tht: general history and 
work of the S5 and SOAP. At parry rallies 
and assemblies the 55 always took a 
prominent role, and tn processions had the 
place of honour at the end of the par:lde. 

The great reduction in the number f 
clerive pan-time personnel which resulted 
from the war and the'ir temporary enlistment 
in the \Vchrmacht and Waffen 4 SS 
con~iderably reduced the day4IO-day activities 
of the Allgemeine-55. Even amung [he 
members still at home in reserved 
occupations , long workinl:\ hours and 
additional war servic(' drasric.111y cut down 
attendance at company parades. By 1943. il 

had become the rule ro find S5 :-.JCOs In 

command of 5rilrrne and even Sturmbanne. 
and for dury parades to be confined [0 one or 
two hour!> p~r week. Under !:ollCh 

circumstances. musters were frequentl}' 
anended by only a dOl.en or fewer members. 
and the local Allgemeine-55 administration 
was run by severely wounded men and those 
tcmpomrily rerurncd ro acti\'e dury from the 
5tammabteiluogen. Neverrheless, so far as 
Himmler was concerned. thc Allgemeine-S5 
was the ori~inal and 'rea l' 55 . and he 
continued issuing orders aImed at reinfon:ing. 

it well into 1945. 
From rhe day he took charge- of the S5 in 

1929, Himmler set himself [he task of 
creating an aristOcracy within the Nazi party, 
an elite which he later ca lled his ·Deutsche 
Miinnerorden' or Order of Germ:lI1 
Manhood. The ql1alification~ un which he 
Initi:'lll~ based his polic)' of sdC:l.·tiol1 were 

4B 

rhose 01 di .. c:ipline .Lnd lugh personal 
~I.~rldards, but after 1933 racial and pul iticnl 
nttribute .. became In("reasingly Inlponarn. 
Wbo~o('\'er po~~es')ed the reqUIsite qualitie!l. 
whatever hl~ background, clas~ or education_ 

cou ld find a place in the 55. The first 55 men. 
tht: fo rm er members of the Fr(:ikorp~ who 
h,HI fought as::linsr communist revoiunonanes 
and Allied occupation trOOps after the First 
World War. were followed Iw an assorTmem 
01 unemployed bhourer!>. fanners . 
disillusioned reachers, white-collar workers 
and ex-officers. all of whom wem into tht· S$ 
during The late 1920s and early 19305 WIth 
no aim other than [0 bl·tter their current 

difficult existence. The turning pumt so far 3S 

S r{"cruifing was concerned was the spring or 
1933. which J-limmier c:tlled 'the rime of the 
great influx and flood ride of all those 
opportunists wishing to joiu the part}' .Uld its 
various organisations'. After Hitler 's 

appointment as Chancellor on 30 January 
that year, e\'eryone !lllddenl~' wallled to join 
the S5 and there was a ru.sh at the recruiting 

offices. Himmler maintained his sta ndards by 
immcdiately closing ranks and inst ituting a 
vigorous weeding-oul process among (hoSI: 
already admitted. Befwc(' n 1933 and 193) 
60,000 SS officers and nlt'n were expelled 
from the organisation because of peuy 
cnminal con\ ictlOns. homosexuality, alco­
holism, poor hc:t1th , inadequate ph~·sique. 
question:tble r<lcial or political backgrounds 
or simple lack of commitment. Thl"' re~ult waS 

an Aligemcine-55 numbering about 210,000 
only 0.4 per ,cnt of whom were now 
unemployed, which did actually constitute 
the eli (c which !-lilllmier required. It \\',l S 

inevirable. bl'c:luSI: 01 this polu.:y. th:lt the 
ordinary SS units were scattered widely 
throughout Germany. Concemrati on would 
have ll1('iltll a lowering of standard s. As a 
resul[. the organ isation was spread very 
thinly .H; rQ::.S :111 the rural districts of the 
Rei ch. ~o much ~() that Himl1ll er cou ld 
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proudly boa'i III [936: 'Mllrl)' SS Truppcn arc 
recruifed from several vdlJges, a Single village 

!leVer ha\ Ing morc (han its tWO really best 
hl)rs JI1 the 5S'. Not surprisingl)', the majority 
(" these 'bes l hays ' (ound [hal th~'ir S~ 
uu:mbero;hl[l , while unpaid, h;ld a fl'al ;:and 
heneficial knock-on effect on thelt chosen 
... ivilian (':\reers. 

Mter 1933. the !-litler Youth (J-htleqllgend 
IIr H.J I was the l1l;un source of ret"ruirment for 
rh~ Allgemeine-55. t''scepnng of course 
honorary members, specialists and tho!lc in 
J.tfili.1ted bodies sueh as the police. Potential 
"I~ recruits were SIngled out by local units 
wh de sti ll In the HJ. and boys who had 
prtH'ed themselves in the !-IJ -Streifendienst 
wtre made particubrly welcome. Out of 
(\ery hundred applicants. ol1 ly tell or so Wl'rc 

hnally admined. While no educational 
qu.lldlca liofls w('re required, eaeh of these 

ha J to dcmonstrate the good politi,"-al 
heh.wiouf of hi s polrents, brorher~ and sistt'rs, 
rroduee a clean polu::e record and an Aryan 
Iwdigree daring back ro the mid-e ighteenth 
,:ent ury .... nd prove th at rh ere was flO 

hcrcdita r~' disease in hIS famil~. A Race 
CommiSSIon compo<;ed of 55 eugenists and 
dm.tors 'lupervi!!cd the last :lnd most decisive 
medical teSts. The) jUdgl·d not onl)' the shape 
of head and colour of eyes. but ;110;0 whether 
the applica nt had the right build. Even if he 
h,ld attained th e prescrihcd height. which 

altered periodically but was aprroximJtel~' 5 
ft to In, he h~ld also to have [he correct 

proportions Ix-tween the upper and lower leg, 
;lnd between leg and body. The Commission 
3150 co nsi de red whether rhe appll~':lnr 

hehaved in 3 disciplined yet not servile way. 
and how he auswered queslioJls and generally 
cunducted h1l115elf. If the applicant sati~fied 
,1 11 these requirenll"nts of political reliabiht)·, 
raCIal pumr and physique he wa~ officially 
rccogni~l'd on his eighteenth birthday ;1S an 
,S- Bewerber, or SS Candidate. and givcn a 
uniform WIthout Insignra. 
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After some preliminary (raining, (h~ 

Candld:Itl, progrt:ssed to th e s tage of 
becoming ao S5-Anwarrer. Or C<ldcr, on the 
on·:lsion of the annual NSDAP RClCh­
sparteitag celeb rations ;n Nurnbcrg the 
following September. At that time he W:b 

provisionally ('nroJl~d into the rank~ of the 55 
proper. and reccived his uniform in ~ign ia and 
Ausweis, o r l11elllbt'r~hip card. On the 
follO\ .... ing 9 November, the anniversary of the 
Munkh putsch, he and all other SS-Anwarter 
appointed th.u year took t he organisation'S 
personal oath of allegIance to th t Fuhrer. 
whIch (;til: 

I swear to you, Adolf Hitler. as fllhrer and 
Chance llor of rhe Retch. loyalty and 
bravery. I promise [0 yOu, and to those rOll 

h:lVe ltppointed to have authority over me, 
obedience untO death. 

Throughout the next few months , the 55-
Anwarlcr continued with his civilian 
occupation or apprenticeship during the d.1Y 
and .ltlcnded the set mUSTers Or hi & local 
Allgemeine-5S Trupp or Sturm 111 the e\'cnings 
or at weekends. Much of his training at rhis 
~tage in 1m, servICe revolved around h i~ 

qualifying for the 5A Military Sports Badge 

and the German National 5port~ l~adge, both 
of which he Wa~ expected to win. Under 
nornlal prewar conditions. the SS-Anwi'irter 
was thereafter called up for SIX months' 
compulsory ful14[ime duty In the 

Reichsarbeitsdien st or RAD. the ational 
Labuur Service which worked on public 
b\lilding programmes. and then for his two­
year term of conscriptit)11 in the Wehrmachr. 
During thar period, he almost completel}' 
severed his .Ictl\·C fie~ with the Aligemellle-SS. 
Subsequentl}'. his labouring and military 
duties finished, he returned to civili.ln life and 
to the 55, still as 311 Anw3rrer, to receive his 
final intensi\'e training and indoctrina t ion. 
This Included idcolo~ical schooling in [h e 
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Ss.AnwofIeIllie 1ht IKIth U ~e 111 fronl of Iht fUflelmlde 1n .YoJnich, 9 Ho<tember 19Jt Thts (e!emony. which rook ~e Jl me mD'Il saini III 
litmlStooces at rile 'holy shme' 01 Namm. W05 cneOOed by Hiller, Himmler ood me fesl of Iht Old GoonI. 

fundamenlal law!!. and concepn of the 55, 
marriage o rder::, and the 55 code of honour 

and discipline. 
On 9 NO\'cmber following hiS return from 

the Wchrmacht to civilian life, rhe succes!>ful 
Anwancr was rece ived into the S5 as <l full 

55· Mann. On that solemn occasion he took a 
second oath. s\\canng tha t he and hIS family 
would always adhere to the pnm:lplt·s of the 

5S. and was thereafter presented with his SS 
dagger and given the nght to U~e It to def.:nd 
his honour and that of tht' Black Order. The 
co nfirmed S man rema ined in Iht" active 

Aligemci nc· S<; umil hi s Ihtn )'·fifth }car. at 
which tim e he was eligi ble for hono urable 
discharge from the organisation. Howeve r, 
man y elected a t tnat sta ge to apply for 
acceptance into tneir loca l Resent'· 
Srurmbann, :lIld a t the retirement age of 

10 

fony·fin· most of tnese Iransferred yet again 
to the regional Stammahteilu ng. Long service 
in thiS way wa~ recognised hy awards of the 
NS DAP Dlenst3uszeic hnungen, a se ries of 
decorations Instituted on 10 April 1939 fo r 
ten, fifreen :lnd twenty- fi ve yea rs' active 

members hip of :lny of the N:n i pan r 

uniformed bodies. 
Recruitin g for the Allgemeine-SS. which 

was the rcsponsdliluy of the S Hauptamt. 
peaked in 1939 then draslicolily decreased 

o n the outbreak of war. As ea rl y as Ja nuar), 
1940, H lmmler a nn ounced that of 
approximately 250,000 regulars in th e 
Allgemeine-55 at the opening of hostilities. 
no less than I i5,OOO had since jOllled the 
Wehrmachr and Waffen-SS. the majorit)' 
going to the .mny. These men retai ned their 
Allgemeine- S me mbership throughout [he 
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war. but due to the commit ments of milita ry 
~e r\lce were unable to participate In the ir 
normal S5 dut ies. By 1944. the total active 
<, trength of the Aligemeine-5S had fall en 10 

40,000. excluding t hat pari of [h e 
o rg.misatlOn represent~d by rhe pol ice. Even 
so. while the pure ly numerical str~ngth of 
the Allgememe-55 declined. ItS d om inatio n 
(I f the home front s teadil y increased. 
highlighted no t olll~' b)' Himmlet's personal 
l-onccntraTion of power bur also by the ever­
expanding influence o f the SS hierarchy, 
rein forced b}' the police and sec urity 
"en' ices rind the patron and ho norar y 
mem be rship. 

In ad d iti on TO the general military and 
poli tical training given to Allgemem~-5S men 
a t local level. at the regul ar mu ste rs of 
Truppe and 5turme, there w('rc a number of 
... eleCl lve and specialist training establishments 
wh ich memb~ rs could arrend. A hatc h of 
'CO and officer ca ndid:lre schools produced 
a nd trained leaders for assignment 
throughoul the whole 55 s),stem. As well as 
Ihe Main Cavalry School at MUOIch and the 

Helfcnnnen Reichsschule at Oberehnheim. 
there was an 5S-Arztliche Akademie. or SS 
'Iedical Acad em y, at Graz, an 55-
\'erwal tungsschule. or Administration School. 
At Dachau. a Kraftfahrrechnische Lehranstalt, 
o r Motor Technical Tr:l ining Est:lblishmenr, 
at Vienna, nil S5-Musikschule, or Music 
College, a t Brunswick, a Pioneer a nd Mining 
School at Gisleben, and a Signals School and 
Secu rit y Police Training College at Berlin. 
Thc fe were also a number of s peci al 5S­
Serufsobersc hul en, or Higher Technical 
Schools, set up under the auspices of the S5 
Haup tamt to teach technical skills to 
candidates for the Allgemeine-55 and Waffen-
55. All German boys who were apprentic~s o r 
students in busi ness. trade o r agriculture and 
who attended a t rade o r technical sc haul 
co uld a ppl y for entry to an 55-
Berufsoberschule as an 55 officer cnndidate. 
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Co ndition.. of accep tance 
candida tes had to he between 

wer~ that 
founeen and 

SC\'enteen years of age and s:l tisfy the general 
recrui tment standards la id down for the 55. 
The [raimng givCTl qualified students for the 

Reifep rufung. or Sta te leaving certificate, in 
economics. technical subjects or agriculture. 
St udents successful in law, politics . histo ry. 
fo restry, minin g an d engin eeri ng were 
encouraged to contlOU~ their studies either al 
onc o f the 5 o r SD Administration Schools 
o r at a univers it y. In effecl , the 55-
Berufsoberschulen were designed 35 a 
medium fo r the recruitmen t and initial 
training of suitable candida tes for the securiry 
and administrativ~ branches of the S5. 

One of the less well known but important 
educariona l offshoOfs of the 55 were the 5S 
M:lnnscha fr sha user. or 55 Men's Halls. These 
institutions formed a Dienstsrelle. o r branch, 

of the Allgemeine-55 whos~ function was to 
tram young officers illlending to take up civi l 
and non -political professions. They differed, 

therefore, from the specia list schools of the 55 
and po lice and from Ihe Waffen ·55 
Junk~rschulen in that they were designc-d for 
S5 men who proposed to make their careers 
III walks o f life Ihat had no official 
co nnec ti on With th e 55, such as the Civil 
Service, mediclllt'. Ihe law, an . science. 
engineering and the academic field generally. 
The acknowl~dged oblt'ct of their train ing 
was to infu se th e 5S s piriT into the high er 
professions. 

The 5S 1\l annschaftshiiuser o riginated in 
1935 when small g ro up s of ten to fifteen 

ordinary students. who were united only by 
their com.mon S5 membership, began to lh'e 
together in a f~w uni\'ersity and high school 
towns. As their numbers inc reased a more 
careful system o f membership sdection was 

practi sed. qual ities demanded being good 
characte r. National 50cialist beliefs and 
pro\'en academic or scientific talent . When 
the number of permanent resi dent) reached 
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350. Himmlcr appomtc=d \\·Oberfiihn:r Kurt 
r ,lierslek 3~ Chief of the .\lannschaft<;hauscr. 

with the Status and disciplinary powers of :l 
Srandane commander. bft' In the ~Ien's Halls 
bdort' the: war Includc:d. besides the USUJI 

academic studies. :m org;lTllsed series of social 
oc~,).§ions at which the studenf~ CQuid acquire 
the ('a<;e and conventional counesie!> 
necessary for success m public life. To prevent 
them from 3tt3ching an exaggcr:Ht'd value to 

the academic Jnd SOCial side of things, 
however, p;lrucipation in team sport~ and 
athletic .. , and regular service in an 
Allgemeine' S Sturm. was made compulsory 
(or 311 residents. Each winter the members of 
all till.' halls throug.hout Germany attended :1 

!>pccia l course <It the SS-Junkcr!.Chule :11 Bad 
Toll where, for a fortnight. they srudicd and 
exercised along with regular SS­
VerfugungMruppe officer cadets. In summer, 
during v;lcation periods. long marches were 
organised in northern Germany or in the 
Alps, durmg which thc students camp~:d (lUI 

m the open. 
The outbreak or \\ ar severely checked the 

growth of the M:lnnschafrshauser, as most 
members were almost immediatelv 
conscnpted inlO the Wehrmachl. Onl)' a few 
discharged o r reserved men contlnucd thcir 
studLes in some of the h;tlls_ An official list of 
Mannsch:lftshause:r drawn up in Mar 1944 
c(,)nlpriscd the following: 

Berlin I 
Berlin II 
Braunschweig 
Brunn 
Danzig 
Frciburg 
Gral. 
Hamburg 
Halle 
Heidelberg. 
Innsbruck 

Jena 

Kid 
Koln 
Konigsberg 
Leitl!;'!n 
lublin 
Munchen 
Munster 
Prag 
rrassburg 

Tubingen 
Wien 

Of IheM' , howner. onl} four (Berlin II. 
~tundH·n. Prdg and \'(lien ) were :.till (ull) 
acthe ,n thaI lale dale. 

General propaganda and pohm:al 
wue,Hlon wLthln Ihe was the: re"ponsibilit) 
uf the SS HauptanH, which Is(,ued or 
super\'ised Ihe issue of 3 number of rdated 
publications. In 3ddition to special pamphlets 
such 3~ Ihe SS recruiting handbook Dich ruft 
d/l' 55 (The 55 Needs Yuu) and a series of 55 
Schulungshefte. or cduClHiona l booklet~, the 
SS- HA P(1t out two periodicals, the 55 
hf(ormtlt/UI/sdu'/Ist. a news magazine for the 
SS and police. and the S5 Leitheft, an 
Illustrated magal-inC! WIth srories and 3rticies 
for mor~ general consumption. The theme of 
the ideal German family was used e .... tensively 
throughoul thiS type of public;mun, and wa~ 
ine\'itabl~ slanted ru dr3w comparisons with 
less favoured ethnic groups_ Another much 
documented sublcCt waS the Externsteine, Ihe 
German equivalent of Stonehenge, which 
became enshrined in SS mythology. The 55-
HA also held political education courses for 
SS officer, and men and. in addition, W3S 
responSIble for the 3ppoinrment uf 
Schulungsoffiliere. or Education Officers, 10 

the staffs ot the \'ariou~ SS [raining :.chools. 
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So t3f 3~ aJv3ncement for the ordi nMY 5 
m31l was concerned. the sky was the limit. In 
'>tark contr;lSI to the impenal army. 
promorion in the SS depended upon personal 
,omm itlll ent . cffl'ctiveness and politic31 
reliahiliry. nOI class or education. 'Das 
Schwarze Korps' continually denounced the 
old reactionary military system a) rypifying 
that 'middle-class arrogance which excluded 
the worker from societ)· 3nd gan: him the 
feellOg of hemg a third class citizen'. 
COllllequenriy. the SS c3det schools 
consclousl)' offered .;omething which those of 
the \\'ehrmadu never did - an officer:. ,areer 
for men withoUI a middle- or upper-class 
background or formal educ3tional 
q\lalifications. The S5 alwa~ ~ encouraged self· 
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Jl\'Lpiine and mutual respect r:Hher Ih3n a 
~rutall> enforced dlsciphne, and II:. gent'ral 
" orklO~ Jtmosphere was morc rela,cd th3n 
Tha t uf the .HillY, the rel.Hlonshlp betv.een 
otficcr~ and men being I~) formal. Officer) 
" l' re termed ' Fuhrer. or 'Ieadcr~'_ nOl 
'Offlzlere", which had class connotations_ On 
Ju t). the o ld Illlinary rank prefix 'Herr', 
I,npl),ing superioritr and domin3nce, wa" 
.. trletl,- forbidden and even the lowlle .. [ SS­
lkwcrber would address Himmlt'r himself 
)l l1Iply as 'Reiehsfii hrer'. not ' I-lerr 
HCJch\fuhrer'. Off duty, junior ranks referred 
1('1 their seniors as ' Kamer:ld' (Comrade), or 
I'lrtcigcnossc' Warty Colleague) If both \\ ere 

mt'mber .. of the NSDA P. 
The SS·Fuhrerkorps or officer corps of the 

\Ilgcmeine -SS cumprised a number of 
J itfercnt categories_ m3inly dependem upon 
tht' nature of Ihe officer's t'mploymenr. Tho$e 
li t· low Ihe rank of turmbannfUhrer were 
~~' J1t'r;ilt, Nebenamrlich, or parr·time, and 
unpaid, whde higher ranks were uSu;'cll}' 
11.1Uptamtlich. or full-rime. and salaried. Th,' 
m:'lIn Coltegones of SS officer were as follow~: 

I . Akrwe SS J-jilm~r (Acrlve S Officers) 
All Iho:.t' who held regular part-time or 
full -time office in the local Allgemeine­
S ,SS I-Iauptamter or other departments. 
IIlciuding ;lit (){(ieers of rhe rank of 
Gruppenfiihrer 3nd above. irrespectivt· o( 
emploYlllclll_ 

2, ZlIgetelfte Fiihrcr bri den Stiibc1I 
(Officers altached 10 Staffs and HQs ) 
Officers pre\'emed by re3son of their 

Lvii, gO\'ernmClltal or party pOSIS from 
laklllg an a'tivl' pan in Ihe SS. They wt're 
norma 11)' att3cncd 3S advisers to rhe 
Prrsonlicher Stlb RfSS. or to the st;l(fs o( 
the SS Haupr:imter vr Oherabschnllre 
IIQs, 

1. I-"hrer '" cler Stammahtelf"lfg (Offic"rs 
10 the Supplementary Rcsene) 
Officers not included in the forcgt,in~ 
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tWo catcgoTies who wcre obltged by 
rca!>on or .Ige or Lnfirmity to retire 
honourahl~' from actn,e sen'lce in the SS 
or first-lint' S5 r('sen-e_ The majority of 
full ' lUllc police officers given ~S 

member:.hip \\ere also taken inro the 
~tamTl1abtedungt:n as they could not 

n'3dlJy be 3b!>urbed b~ the 31,;11H: 

Mlgemeine· S Stand:men. 
4_ Fiihrcr;::11 Verrltg/mg (Officers 'on call') 

Officer~ sll:.pentled for disciplH13ry 
reasons whom Ihe S COlirt h3d put -on 
call' for a maximum p<"riod of rwo }c;.Hs, 
as a term of prob3tlon. Within thaT 
period, depending upon their behaviour, 
the)' were eirher resmred to acm'e service 
or dismissed from the SS. 

Any AII~emeine·S<; officer who ioined the 
Waffen-~S durLng Ihe \\ar rC(;lLlled hiS 
Allgcmeinc-SS sm tu s and rank. but uSlmlly 
received a lower Waffen-SS rank until such 
time as he had gained sufficient oulitary 
e~pcrlence 10 warrant promotion. Thereafter, 
an)' promotiun he ach,e\'ed with," Ih,' 
\'('affen·S~ resulted in a simultaneous and 
le\·eI upgrdding of hLs AlIgemeine·SS rank . 

The undernoted regulations governed 
promotion wlthm the AlIgcmclOe·SS: 

L Promo ti on 10 SS-GruppcnfUhrcr and 
above \Vas decided hy Hirl er himself, in 
his technical cap;lciry a .. Commander-in­
Ch ief of the SS, on thl:' recommt:ndarion 
of the Reichsfuhrer-SS. 

2. PrOlllotlOn to o lficers below the rank of 
Gruppe nfuhrer wa" decided by the 
Relchsfuhrt'r·SS al the mstanC!;'! o( the S 
Personalhauptamt. The he;lds of the 5S 
Haupt:imter. acting as Himmler's 
repreSentallves, could carry out 
promotiOns up to 3nd induding 55-
IlauptSlurmf\.lhrer. 

J. Promotion to SS- ilaupt~charfi.lhrer wa.!o 
e((ceted b) Ohcmhschnitte commanders. 
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4. Promotion to SS-Oberscharfuhrer was 
c.1rried OUI by Abschnin~ commanders. 

5. Other NCOs were promotcd by The 
commanders of the various 55 
Slandancn. 

6. ominallons for appoinnnen r as SS-
M"nn, Stu rm mann and Ro ttenfilhrer 
were made by delegaTed officers of the 
Stand:,lrlen concerned. 

Technical, administrative and medical 
personnel were bound by the same 
regulations as regards promotion and 
appointment but, In addition , had to be 
approved by the S Wirt'ichafts- und 
Vcrwalrungshauptamt or the Reichsarzr 55 
und Polizei, whichever was appropriate. 

It IS noteworthy rhat. during the early da)'s 
of Ihe 55, it was 1101 uncommon for some 
officers to COIn the organisation at :l high 
rank. o r to skip ranks. For example. 'Sepp' 
Dietrich enro ll ed in the 55 as a 
Standartenfllhrer wid1 membership no. 11 77 
on 18 November 1929, whi le Julius SchrC'Ck. 
with membership no. 5. skipped from 
SturmfUhrer straight to Sundarren flihrer, 
missing out alt ranks in belween. on 30 
January 1933. Others had a meteoric fISC 

through the ranks, a good exa mple being 
Karl Wolff. who was promoted in the 
followmg way: 

Srurmfuh rer 
5turmhauptfi.ihrer 
Srurmhannfllhrer 
Obersrurmhannfi.ihrer 
Standarrenfilhrer 
Obcrfuhrer 

IS February 1932 
30 Januar}' 1933 
9 November 1933 
30 January 1934 
20Apri11934 
4 July 1934 

The SS maintained a thorough system of 
personnel records, based on cards filled our in 
triplicate in respect of each member. The cards 
were reddish-brown in colour and cont:uned a 
hu!>! of personal details including date and 
place of birth, phYSical measurements. 
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marriage particulars, name~ and ages of 
children. 55 and N5DAP membership 
number~. promotions. decorations and hiSTOry 
of RAD a nd military sen'icc. All fixed 
Infurmation was entered in ink and variable 
lIlformauon in pencil. Everv Stu rm 
mainrained a file hulding the origina l ca rd s 
made OUI for each officer and man assigned to 

it. Duplic:lIe cards, which had bruad red 
diagonal stripes on the reverse. were kept at 
the HQ of the Srandarte to which the 5turm 
belonged. The third set of cards, wi th dark­
green stri~s on thc back. wcre filed at the 55 
Persona lhaupramt if they related to officers or 
at the 55 Hauptamt if they referred to NCOs 
and lower mnks. It was the responsibility of 
all personnel to ensure that they reported 
timeously any information rdevant 10 the 
updating of their records. 

Several times a rear, the SS 
Personalhauptamt produced a Seniority List 
coveri ng all officers in all branches of the 55. 
As the S5 grew so did the List, and br the end 
of 1944 it comprised snera l volumes. Known 
as the Dm/stafterS/lSle der Sclmt:..staffd der 
NSDA P, it was printed by the government 
publishers in Berlin and was intended for 
administrati\e use only within the offices of 
the 5S. Belllg classified, it was not for personal 
issue or distribution to non·55 bodies. Above 
all. il was not to be made available to the 
genera l public. The DIC1Istallerslis1e went into 
great derai labour ench officer listed. Not only 
did It state his full name and date of birth. it 
also gave his 55 rank, position of seniority. 
N5DAP and 55 membership numbers. current 
posting, dttorations, and any governmemal, 
military. political or police rank held. It even 
mentioned Lf he was on long-term sick leave. 
In relation to Heinrich Himmler. for example. 
the 1944 List read as follows: 

I. Overall seniority no: I. 
2. Heinrich Hi mmler. Holder of the Golden 

Party Badge and Blood Order. 

IHE AlLGEMEINE·11 

- '--...... "::., .... 

Reich<iminisrer. Reichslelter. Reichs­
kommissar. City Councillor. ~'Iember of 
PJ.rliamem. 

Iioider of the 55 Sword of Honuur and 
the 55 death's head ring. 

4 Reichsfiihrer·S5 and Chief of the German 
Police. 

). N5DAP membership no: 14,303. 
(0, SS membership no: 168. 

Date of birth: 7 CXtober 1900. 
S. Appointed to present position: 6 January 

1929. 

rurthcr down the firs t page of the List. the 
tnllowmg detaLls were recorded m respect of 
J. m('mber of German rorall). Josias Erbprmz 
7(1 \X'aldeck und Pyrmonr: 

II 

'., 

, . . , 

I. O\'('rall seniority no: 10. 
2. Josias. Heredit:lq' Prince of \'(Ialdeck :lI1d 

Pyrmonr. Iioider of the Golden Party 
Badge. 1914 Iron Cross 1st Class. Cross 
of Honour 1914-1918, First \'(Iorld \'(Iar 
state combat a\\ ards, 1918 \X'ound Badge 
in Black . 1939 Bar to the 1914 Iron 
Crul>~ I St Class. and 5econd \'(lurid War 
combat awards. ,\Iembcr of Parliament. 

3. Holder of the 5S Sword of Honour and 
the 5S death's head ring. 

4. Commander of Oberabschl1ltt Fulda­
Werrd and Hohcre 5S- lind l'olizeifiLhrer 
in that Region. General of the Waffen-5S. 
General of the Pollee. 

5. NSDAP membership no: 160.025. 
6. SS membership no: 1.139. 
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7. na[~ of birth: 13 ,\l:1y J l'i96. 
I). Appoint ed to prescnt pO~;tI(lO: 30 

J:Hltmry \1::136. 

In April 194 .5. Ihe SS m:lde concerted 
,nremprs to destroy all c.'l:I !)ting copies ot' the 
Oumstaltcrslisle. but a few voluJllc~ fell lOW 

Allied h;'lnds an d these proved in valu:lblc 
reference malerial d uring rh e postwar dc­
Nnificarion process. MallY prom inent 
Germans who were b) then visorously 
denying all :l"~()('lanons with the NSDAP and 
ItS affilw.tl:rJ organis:nions were sudden ly 
confronrcd with their names appearing on the 
DiellS/a/rersl,stl! and wtrc forced to adm it 
their imimule involvement In rlu,' Nni 
regime. One of thol>c was none other than the 
aforementioned Prince Josias, rhe only 
member of a German TO}, ... I house [0 be fried 
for war crimes. As comm"nder of tht' 
Oberabschnin Ul which Buchenwald 
concentration camp was "Iwated. he was held 
to he dlrtcdy n."spon si ble tor rhe conditions 
which prevailed there and was scntenced (0 

life lI11prisonmellf. 
Such accounr:l.bilit ) fo r their actions \\"S 

somelhing totally alien [Q lhe SS. One of the 
most important factors 10 be t;lkell lOW 
accOu lI[ when considering th e )wingeing 
powers and act ivi ti es of thr \'Mious .)$ .lnd 
pol icc forces in their role .lS s upn:ITl ~' 

guardians of law and o rder during the TllIrJ 
Rei..:h is th a t they were them )c: hc~ p illced 
oursldc and above the nurmal enll:Hl leg:l.1 
system. With the foundarion of tht' S$- und 
Poli7.eigcridnsba rkeit {Special Jurisdiction of 
the S5 and Police) during 1939-40, SS men 
were made responsible on l~' 10 55 di~ciplinary 
officers and S5 co urtS for all c rum~s and 
offrncts com mitted hoth inside and o utside 
German y. The ver y Ila tu rC of their work 
me:HIt th :H S5 member!io frequent!) had to 
infringe rhe common law in the execliticlIl or 
their duties. and so to achieve its t'nds the SS 
hierarchy d~'lIlanded and ultimatel y ndlicVI:'d 
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\he k~:l.l indcpendence ot'ccssaq to ensure 
that 5 nll'n ~hlluld nOl he an<;\\cr:lhle to the 
civil Cou rts for unbwful .ltt s committed i n 
the line of duty. TIlt' 1ilgl1dicance of (hIS 
po!>ltion ca nnOt be overemphasised. a .. II 
guarantce-d the: whole SS orgalllsarion 
1n1lnUnH ~ from nornul prosecution .wd 
hence the legal ri~hl, .h':cording {() ItS own 
code, to arrest . imprison, iil-trcat ant.l 
ultimately extermmate Its political and ra l; lal 
opponents. Thi s wa~ the basis fo r the ofttn 
repeated ar~umcnt aft ... r the war [har SS men 
had 'only been obeying orde-r~·. Not on ly 
were Ihey .. imply obeying ordtrs. hut thq' 
had abo been gi ven the legal right to kill. 
endorsrd by the highesl cou rtS in {he Reich. h 
was the refusal to ube} s llch orders which 
was illegal and punishable. 

Tilt: origin.1I decrees and regula(lons 
esrablishing the Spedal JUrISdiction of the !:t~ 

:tnd Police continued to be enl:lrged nnd 
'\upplemenred in the rears a iter 1940. On I 
September 1943, the final and definiuve- SS 
Disciplinar y and Penal Cod l.' IOi szi­
plinarslraf- und I\(:schwerdeordnllng der 55, 
o r OBO ) came Into dfeet. Ir wa!> valid for 
evcr} membe r of the S5 wi!ltQul exception. 
AU S officers, NCOs aod other rank~. m~le 
and female. whether AlIgemrinc-S5, WaHen· 
5S. full-time. part-flllle, trainee. auxiliar r . 
Inactive or honorary in st:ltUS. were liable to 
alai ,1I1d puni shmelll on ly by SS cOurts (or 
all disciplinary and cnminal offences du'Y 
might commit. Where the offences wc: rc 
mililary ones. r1lt'y were tried according to 
mtlh .. ,ry procedures. In the case of cri minal 
offences . Ihc SS leg.tl offici'lls tned Ih e 
accused by nur mal German crimlOal 
procedure. The lurisdi c tion of tht" DBO 
t"xtended right acrOS" Germ:dny and the 
occupied territoTl cs. and thl." sca le of 
punishment whid\ might be Imposed rJoged 
from s imple dl sclplin 'H)' measures and 
expulsion (rom the SS 10 penal servitude and 
death b ~- hanging, shooting Or heheadin g. 
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Ilimmier W;lS given tht' sa me powers of 
PJfJon an d co mmutarion of sentence" a~ 
Thost: held by the Reich Supreme J \l(lge nnd 
rtlt' ,ommander~ of the three branches of thr 
\'(ehrm:lcht, and the ,.lIlly course of ap peal, 
.md then In vt'ry spccial circumstances, was 
to the- Fuhrer himself. 

Only one general cxcep"on TO this policy 
I)f bnnging all members of the 5S under the 
~tringe nr penalties of indepe nd enr SS 
lunsdiction was ever allowed . By agreement 
WIth the Rrichsfiihrer·S5, :1 Wehrmacht 
frJ!ula tion published in June 1940 laid down 
liliit Individual members of the 5S and police 
would become liable to normal mil itary law If 
they were srrving in the armed forces. Tilt) 
cxct=ptlon applied soleI), to Allgemt'ine·SS and 
I'olice men conscripted for regular service in 
the- Wehrmacht , and did nor affect 
1ndependen t units and formation:. of the 
Wattc n-SS, SO and police se rving a longside 
Ihe a rmed forces. \,(/ith [h e advent of the 
oBO, however, the Wehrmacht regulation 
..:e:lscd to be valid and from 1943 the 5S 
IOdudcd under ils jurisdiction even those of 
it<; members temporarily sen 'ing in the <1 flllCd 
lorces. 

Wh ile in pral:tice most disciplinary maners 
wcre dIsposed of by the competent sC'nlor SS 
Jl\l:lplinarr officers b)' direcr action or courrs 
mll rtial, and most cTlmin,, 1 matters by rhe 
dul,- :tppointed 55 cOUrts. full disciplinary 
IlowC'rs were anached to Himmler personally, 
3" Rtl ehsfi.ihrer-SS. He was competent to 
Impose all disciplinary penalties allowed by 
thr DBO, although Hitler usually took a 
pe rsonal Interest in rare cases of the 
pUIl I)hmenr of officers from Gruppenfiihrer 
l! pwa rds. 10 particular. the Reichsfiihrcr 
reserved to himself the TIghts of: 

I. dismissal from the 55. toge ther with 
demotion or reduct ion 10 the ranks. of 
an}' SS officer 

2. dismissal from rhe SS of any SS personnel 
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with membership nllmbers belo\\' 10.000 
(i.e. the Old Guard ) 

3. prescribing diSCiplinary punishments in 
addition to penal sentences passed by the 
SS courtS 

In order to exercise these powers and also for 
the purpose of conSidering dPpcals against 
discipli nary senrences passed by rhe heads of 
the 5S Hauprnmter, H immler could orde r the 
settlllg up of a specia l court, or 
Di szi plioarhof, to hear an)' partkular case 
and report b3Ck to him. In tlOles of absence, 
he could deleg.ue his disciplinllry authority to 

the C hief of the H aup ta mr SS Gericht. /n 
addilion, a special leBal officer wa s 
permanen tl), tur:lcbed to the Prrsonlicher Stab 
RfSS to aSSist Himmlcr in dealing with legal 
matters which came to him for disposal. 

The o rdinary SS CourtS were of two rypes; 

1. rhe Feldgerichte, or Courts-btatti .. l, 
convened in the normal wa )' br rhc 
div isions and h igher formations of the 
WaUen-S5 

1. the 5S und Pol i7.ei Ge Ti chre, or S5 and 
Pol ice COUrts. established ;n Germany 
and the occupied territories 

By 1943 rhere were o\'er forty of these 5S und 
Polile; Gerichle. Outside the Reich (bey were 
set up in the capitals and larger lowns of 
conquerl.'d countri es. Insi de Germany rhc:re 
was one in cver)' Oberabschnitt, normally but 
nor illvariabJr at the sca t of the Oberabschnin 
HQ. They were nllmhcrrd in Roman figures 
which, unlike the Oberabschnitte. did not 
foltow Wehrkreis numbering but 
corresponded to the chruno logical order in 
which ther were set up. E.1ch 5S and Police 

oun was competent to try all cases which 
oCl;urred wirhin irs arC':1. In addition, there 
were two orher speci31 COurtS, buth basl·d in 
Munich. which deserve mention. The first of 
these was the Oberstes S5 lind Polilei Gericht, 
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A joYiO Kimnier broodl:~1S to !he notion on 'German Poke Ooy', 18 JtIUIY 1939. By IhIs lime ~ rod onmsed Q\\'Mlle Ie9JI powe!S asheod of the 
!dc~. en! his ~ (ode erJ5IIed ~ obedieoce hQf!l ma SS. th.mg me 'MJ he \III1IS 10 I:oosr: 'TlKri. God - wt ~ nol ho:I 0 sf1gIe rose 0/ rrecsoa 

from 0I.l 1Cds' 

the Supreme 55 and Police COllrt, pres ided 
over by S~·Oberfuhrer Dr Giinther Reinecke. 
It tried cases of particular gravity. for 
example treason. crimes against the sl:)te and 
espionage. It was also the only competent 
tribunal for the trial of 5S and police g{'nerals 
of the rank of Bngadefiihrer and above. The 
sl!Cond of the special courts was the SS und 
Polilei Gericht z.b.V .• or Extraordinary 5S 
and Police ourt. h was attached dIrectly to 
the Hauptamt 55 Gerich! and was a secret 
tribunal which dealt with delicate and 
difficult cases which if was dcsirt'd to keep 
from the general knowledge even of the SS 

itself. 
During the war, the various SS und Politd 
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Gerichte were made competent to try non-55 
personnel and ciVIlians. which was a major 
developmel\l III their powers and a 
particularly efficient weapon in the general 
security system of the 5S. initially. civilians 
could be tried and condemned by 55 courtS 
only in respect of Crimes commined in 5S and 
police buildings or ~im;Iar establishments. or 
crimes committed in conjunction with mher 
persons who wcrc themselves subject TO SS 
jurisdiction. A5 the war progressed. however, 
this competence to try cases affecting the 
H,eneral interests of the S5 was extended and 
t'he 5S und Polii'ei Gerichte evel1ru3"Y came 
to be used for all serious security trials, 
including cases involving sabotage . illegal 

IH[ AllG[MflNH5 

Ilropa~anda and traffic with an ('nem), power. 
The great majortty of those tried in this wa~' 
,ve re sentenced [Q terms in concenlration 
.:.:lInps or to death b)' firing squad. 

In comlllon with the other formation~ and 
.1!'fil iated organisations of the NSDAP, the SS 
hold its own code of honour enforced by 
~pcCtal CourtS of H onour, or Schiedshofe. 
This code h:ld tWO primary objectives: fi rstly 
to protect the general repute of th~' S ag:ullst 
the scandal of internal dissension and 
qua rrc:ls, and secondly to provide its 
lOdl\ idual members with a fo rmal method of 
de tending their honour with weapons. In 
Jea ling with c,lSes which caml' IntO the first 
I:a tegoty, the Courts of Honour had onl)' 
Itmlted powers, their main function being to 
rC(QnClle dIfferences by means of arbitration. 
\~ regards cases in the second category, their 
purpose was to see that 'affairs of honour' 
were settl ed accordi ng to due form . In 
principle. all S5 men were enti tled 10 demand 
~at i s f:lction with pistol or sword for affronts 
to their honour and integrity. However, the 
Sl' hi edshofc usuall}' intervened to prevent 
ma tters procccdll1g to an actual duel, 
particularl), since Hitler had long set his face 
aga tnst the practice. Minor and Nlalor CourtS 
ot Honour (Kletne und Gross(' Schiedshofe ) 
cou ld be convened by the Reichsfuhrer and 
by commanders of the Oberabschnine, 
Abschnitte and SS Hauptamter. The min or 
courts carried out preli minary exa minations 
01 disputes and the major couns proceeded to 
Jetual adjudications. 

A special class of SS legal officers or S5 
RIchter existed to administer SS law. Full ­
time officials held their commissions directly 
trom the fUhrer and their status and 
independence were gU:l.r3lHeed br the 
Relchsfii hrer·SS. The ir main duty was to 
p repare cases and conduct proceedings tn 
wurt. These SS Richter were helped, and on 
occasion represented, by assistant legal 
o fficers or 5S Hilfsrichter. SS protocol officers 
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and NCOs (55 8eurkundungsfiihrer und 
Untcrfuhrer) dealt WIth the preparation of 
documents, and examining offIcers 
(Untersuchungsfiihrer ) interviewed wifne!»es. 
All of these officers were subordinated 10 thl' 
Ha uptamt S5 Gericht. Their initial traiomg 
and subsequent examina t ions took place at 
the HauptanH and all appointments and 
promorions wer(' Issued from there. 

As soon as the Special Jurisdiction of the S5 
and police was legall)' established. measures 
were taken TO provide the SS organisation 
wi th facilities fo r carr)'ing our sentences 
imposed by its courts. for this purpose 
punishment camps for the 5S and police 
(Straflager der SS und Pohlei) were set up at 
Dachau. near to the concentrarion C:lmp. and 
at Karlsfeld. i\'loreover. prison camps 
( Strafvollzu~slager ) were instituted at Danzig 
and Ludwigsfelde. Minor periods of detention 
were genera ll y completed in the relatively 
com fo rtabl e sur roundings of the prison 
qU;1Tt('rs of the S5 barracks at l\llunich. l onger 
terms of imprisonment were served in one of 
the Slrafvollzugslager. Execution of such 
sentences might at :m y rime be posrponed and 
the prISoner remitted 10 a 5traflager, which 
represented an intensification in the severit), of 
the sentence in thai conditions at the 
pu nishment camps were much worse than 
those 10 the prisons. and the period served in 
the Straflager did nor Count towards the legal 
term of imprisonment still pt·nding. 

For men dismissed from the SS during the 
war. and simultaneousl)' sentenced to a term 
of Imprisonment. ano ther possibilll Y was 
open. The)' 11lIght choo~e to be handed O\'er 
to one of the following two special 
formations of the Waffen-SS, in an attempt to 
redeem them~clves while working our part of 
thei r sentence: 

1. The Rehabilitation Detac hm ent 
(Bewiihrungs Abtcilung ) at Chlum III 

Bohemia. After a pertod of initial tr:lining 
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there, the rutll wcrc sent to units 
employed .IS fightmg troops In the front 
Ime. 

2. The Labour Dcta(';hmcni IA rhe;,,> 
Ahreilung) based :H Debica in l)nlJ.nd. 
Members of [hat \,lflll did nor nurmal!) 
hear arms hUI wen .. employed on bCd'-Y 
and d .. ngt' rO'LS wnrk :tt th e frolH. 

Lncluding bridge repair and mmefield 
clearance. 

For men dLsmlssed from Ihc police there was 
a similar formation attached 10 the 5S-Pollce­
Division. officially cmided rhe Sond('reinhci r 
def SS·po1izci·Division bUI colloqUially 
known as the 'Verlon~ne Haufen' or VH, the 
' Los[ Souls', Members of these special units 
did nm rank J.S 55 or police men and did not 

wear 5S or police IIlS ' e.r!!;l on rheir uniforms. 
While the 55 punished its wrongdoers . 

lhose who conformed 10 the .d(";JIs of the 
BlAck Corps were very well cared for. The 
Relchsarzt SS und Pohzer. or C hief 55 and 
Police Medic.l1 Officer, SS·Ober­
grll ppenfiihrer Prof. Or Ernst·Rober! 
Grawitz. was rc~ponsible for the general 
supen'ision of 311 the medical services o( thC' 
SS and police. for medical research and 
traln1l1g. and for the control and dislrihutlon 
of medical ~upphes and eqUIpment. lie W;]5 

.JSsis ted by twO se nior officials. the Chief 
Medical Quartermaster. SS-Gruppenfiihrer Dr 
Car l Klum enreutcr. and the Chief Hysiene 
Officer. SS-Oberfuhn:r Prof. Dr Joa ch rm 
Mrugowsky. Gr3\\IIZ waS also Business 
President of the German Red Cros~ and used 
Ihal position 10 ensure th:H the SS kept up to 
dat~· with ,Ill rhe hnesl lIlternational nl(:dr~;l1 
deve!oprllem s. ,\loreO'er. Himlllier purposel~' 

ga\'e senior S rank 10 many G~rlllan doctors 
o( renown, including Karl Gebhardt. head of 
the famous Hohcnlychen Orrnopaedk Clinrr.., 
and I conardo Conti, the Reich _\ ·linlSlcr of 
Ilealth. In this way. the SS was kept at the 
forefront of medical technology. and the 
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c;<lnitJ,ts~turme and 301tatSstdffdn annchcd 
to the Abschnitte and Sturmbaone were able 
to prm Ide tht' best tr ea tment possible II) 

.11hn~ SS members and their families. 
The whole relationship between the Sand 

most mcdi<:al men came to bt- ~oured during 
the W:1r, however, wht'll I-"mmler was 
persuaded by his hard-pressed WaHen-S!:' 
battlefIeld surgcom and certain mdltar~ 
scieorists to allow live research to take pla(t' 
among condemned inmates of concentration 
camps_ Those inmates who agreed 10 rake 
pOUI III potenrially f:\I,,1 experiments, :lnd whu 
survived them, would ha\'e their death 
sentences commu ted 10 life imprisonmen t, 
albel[ 'Idc' 10 a concentration camp after 
1942 probably meant a few months at most. 
The I.uftwaffe doctor igmund Rascher was 
one ot those 'researchers' wilh Ihe most 
sinister reputation. He c3r[Ied out 
meamngless medical experiments at DachJu 
on Ihe effects of decompressIon 00 prisoners. 
.1Ild tht'rea(ter turned his atlenr;on to the 
problems of SUr\'1Val III cold conditions. then 
sun'ival in extreme heat. Rascher was 
con tinually 's uckinl! up' to Himmltr. The 
following extracts from leiters give an 
indication of the spirit of thtse nmes: 

Dr Rascher to Camp Commandant WeiSS, 
D""e/Jatl. 10 October 1941 
The Russian prisoner o( war Choninch. 
born 14 May 1920. was Transferred to me 
on 28 September lor expenmental 
purposes. Chonit!)ch is a Russian who Wd~ 
10 be executed. As the Reichsfiihrt'r-S~ had 
ordered me to use persons sentenced to 
death for dangerous experiments, I wanted 
I() conduct an experiment on thIS Hussian 
which I was absohnel}' sure he would 1101 

sun'ne. I reported at the IIIne that you 
could he assured that the Ru ssian would 
certainly not sur\-ive the cxpenmel1l and 
would be dead by the time of his scheduled 
eX~C U[llHl dale. Contr.ur to all 
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cxpeCTtltlOn" lhe Ru s'jian in qU~Hlon 
"un' jved three expe riments which would 
han: been fJt:l1 for any o ther person. In 
ih:cord.l11cc WIth the Reichsfuhrers order 
th.1t all test ~ubJecls \\ ho are !)entcnced to 
Jt'ath but "un I\C a dangerous experiment 
:ohould he pardoned, I beg to t:l.ke the 
.lppropriare steps. I regret th a t th~ wrong 
.lSsumption on our part has gIven rise to 
nIta correspondence work. With man)' 
thJnk~ and Ilclll-lltlt'r! RASCf-IER. 

Camp Commal/dant WeIss. D"chalf. to the 
RI',rh;;(iihrcr-SS. 20 Octol,cr J 942 
Iltghly esteemed Reichsfiihrcr! \'(/ill YOu 
please dari!) the (allOWing case as soun as 
rossible. In rour letter of 18 April 1942., it 
I " ordered t/l .u .r prisoncrs m Dachau 
t.:llndcmned to death li"e through 
e xperiment!. whil-h have endangered theIr 
Ihes. the)' should be p<lrdoned 10 life-long 
con..:entrat ion camp imp risonment. I 
respec-dull} ask if this nrder appUe<; to 

Pob and Russia ns, a~ well as to non-Sl:l\'~. 
Ilcili lirier! WEIS~. 

\ .\-OIJerS(lfrmballI1fiihrcr Bmlldt. 
Rl'tchsfiilmlltg-SS. to \l"el5S. 21 October 
11J42 

\'i?eiss. PleOl st" inform SS-Untersturmfuhrer 
Dr Rascher that the instruction gi\'cn some 
time ago by the Rcichsfuhrer-SS concerning 
Ihc pardoning of experimental suhjects 
dot's not appl} to Poles and Ru~sians. Ilt·iJ 
Hitler! BRA"DT. 

It (:In be assumed, therefore. thOlt the 
unfortuna te Chonitsch was duly killed. 
".\'emually, the SS co ncluded fhar Ra sc hc.>r 
was nothlO[, more than a dangerous charb tJn 
c\;'Idrng front-llIlt' sen'lce, and sentenced him 
In de;J.th in April 1945. 

Ilowever. not all medical slUdles earned 
ou r at rh e camps were of such a fantastic 
nature. One of rhe benefits others prO\'ided 
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was the de\'elo l)menf of hatmostatic and 
coagulant products whICh did much to help 
wou nded men in the Wchrm:lcht during the 
Second World War and. Indced. IIlJur~d 
soldiers of all nation~ thereafter. l"c\·erth ... less. 
e\'en the ordinary doctors of the Allgemeine­
SS, whose onl~' concern was the wel{;tre of 
thclr men and who had nothmg whatsoe\'cr 
to do with these matter!.. even tually came to 

be tarred with the same brush as Rascher and 
hi~ 3ccomplices in rhe minds of the poStwar 
public. 

Medicine apnn. the mam welfare :Ictivirie~ 
of th e AUgemelne-SS were administered by 
rh e Rasse- und Slediungshauptamt Olnd 
financed from the private funds of the SS. 
The concept at the 5S as 'one brg (:lmdy' 
resu lted in considerable car~ being devoted to 
the provision of fin<lncial help (or those 
members m need of il. Even in the early days 
of the org;lnis3 ti on. hcfore rhc profits of 
offic ... and establifohed po!>ition put the 
flOanc:es of the 5S on a sound footing, a 
special Economic Assistance Section was set 
up under the auspices of H illlmler\ 
headquarters to provide help to SS men who 
had suffered materi.,1 l o~~ during the struggle 
for puwer. In NO\ember 1935. the 
Relchsfuh rer pur The matter On .-t more 
businesslike basi~ b~ InSliruTlOg a sa"mgs 
fund fO which all future SS recruits in 
employment and all serving full-rime officers 
and fnen were to conHibute according TO 

their means. In thiS \Va)', the 5S was able to 
huild from its own resources the nece5~ary 
finanCIal rescn·e from which dssistance ..:ould 
be gi\'en o r loans made to its members. 

All co mmander" of Oberabschnitte, 
r\bschniu e, Standarrcn and Sturmbannc had 
a gener~1 duty to look <lfter the welfare of 
their subordinaTes and particularly of the 
wido\\'~ and orphans of deceased SS men. 
Each Abschnitt and Standarte had a w ... lfare 
official or Ftirsorgereft:rt'nt, usuall y an NCO, 
who WtlS the primary local authority to which 
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5S men and their relatives co uld appenl. 
Questions ollts lde his competence were 
referred to the Sippenpflegestelle (Family 
Welfare Office ) of tile Obcrabschnitt 3nd, If 
required, could be passed on up ~et agaIn to 
the Sippenamt, or Familr Office, of the 
Rassc- und Sied lungsh . .lUptamr for a decision. 
Where an SS man died or wa<; killed on active 
servin- and leh a widow and children . the 
Oberabschnitt appointed a suitable 5S man as 
Bcrater, or family adviser. He gave as much 
personal advice and help as was possible, 
assumed responsibility for the educa tion of 
rhe child ren and, when necessary. caBed in 
the assistance of rhe welfare official. 

In addition to the private SS welfare 
system. members of the Allgemeine-S5 serving 
in the Wehrmachl abo cnjoyed all the 
advanlages of thc ~rBlUtory welfare system 
established for the armed forces. 1\loreQw:r. 
the 55 Hauptamt controlled a number of rest 
homes for 55 and police servicemen and 
provided mobilised SS units with light 
cmenainments such as films, concert parties. 
radiO sets, books and magazines. 

Since il had long b~'en recognised Ihat the 
prevention of illness was as important as 
curing it, sparr and physical fitness we re 
given great emphaSIS in [he dar-lO·day 
traming programmes of the Allgemeine-SS, 
and there weTe many local 5S sports clubs. 
Members were eligible to win not only [he 
SA Military Sports Badge and the German 
National Sports Badge, which they Slrov~' for 
dUTing their term as SS·Anwarrer, but also 
the Achievemen! and Championship Badges 
of the National Socialis[ Ph ysical Traming 
League. the H eavy Athletics Badge, the 
German M OlOr SpO TtS Badge. ski 
competition badges. and the various nati onal 
equestrian awards. Nl3ny of these 
decorations had to bt: competed for annually, 
i.e. holders had (0 pas .... tht:: set qualification 
tests at least o nce every year in order to 
rerain th e righ t to wear [he badges 
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concerned, 'iO training was a continual and 
ongoing process. 

The 5 Haupramr "':IS charged with the 
O"eralJ responsibility for 55 physical training. 
In August 1942. a decree of the Reichsfuhrer· 
55 enlarged and consolidated that function as 
follow~: 

I. The organisation and con n ol of all 
physical training for the whole 55. 
including routine training, competitive 
events and military SportS, was the 
responsibility of the SS Hauptamt. 

2. The Ch ief of the S5 H aupmmt . 
ObergruppenfUhrer Berger, was ap­
pointed Inspector of SS Ph )'sical 
Training and Deputy Leader of the 55 
SpOttS Cl ub s (Inspekleur fi.ir die 
Lcibescrziehung der S und stell­
vcrtrctender Fuhrer der SS SPOTtS­
gemeinschaftcn t.v.). 

3. Ami V of the SS Haupram t was made Ihe 
competent department for the physical 
training of the whole 55. with the title of 
Ann flir Leibesubungen. 

4. The former office of Ihe Inspector and 
Ccntral Directo rate of 55 SpOrtS Clubs 
was incorporated into Ann V. 

5. The Chief of Ami V was appointed 
Deput)' Inspector of 5 Physical Training. 

6. The SS Cenrra l School of Phys ical 
Training in Prague, which taught SS 
~po rt ~ in structors. was directly 
subordinated to the Ch ief of rhe SS 
Hauptaml. 

In ,\tarch 1943 . a slight extension of th e 
functions of the 55 Hauptamr in this respect 
took place. By an agreement between (he 
Rcichsftihrer-SS and the German Ufe Sdving 
Societ)· (Deutsche Lebensreftungs-gemein­
~chaft e. V .• or DLRG 1, the SS and police 
formed a special section of the Society under 
the t itlc of 'Landes\'erband SS und Polizei der 
DLRC', with offices at 18 Bi.ilowSlrasse, 
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fk rlin. The Chief of the SS Haupramt or his 
deput) acred as represem.1tiH of the 55 and 
po lice at the central headquarters of the 
~oderr. The func t ion of [he Landesvcrband 
wa!o to prOIlIOIe lifesaving and artificial 
res piration techniques and, thereafter, hold 
examinations and grant relevant proficiency 
Lt' nificatcs. It took in all formations of the 
.\lIgemeine·S5 . Wa(fen -SS, SD, sccunty 
pollee and uiliformed police. and instruction 
\\.1 ~ givcn in conjo nction with physical 
ITaUling. 

The Rcichssportfuhrer. or Nation:ll Spans 
Leader, was an SA -Obergruppenfuhrer. Hans 
\"on Tschammer und Osten, and consequently 
the SA tended to organise moS! of the 
paramilitary competiti ve sporrs events during 
thc Third Reich. At these domestic: 
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cOmpeti tI ons , howe\'er, the SS and po lice 
teams always figured prominently and 
in\'ariabl} dominatcd the scene. In February 
1937. for example. the 5~ Wall the Fuhrer's 
Pri ze at the NSDAP Ski Ch<lmpiOlls hips at 
Ro nach-Egern, and Himmler and von 
Tschammer und Osten were present to award 
it. In!erna tionally. roo. SS men made their 
mark. Hermann Fegclcin led Germany's 
equestrian squad in the 1936 Olympics, and 
the S5 mororC)'cle tcam of Z immermann, 
Mundhcnke, Patina and Knees, all wearing 
green leathers emblazoned with the 55 runes, 
won the Six Da y Tnal at Donnington in 
England in J uly 1938. Later the same }'ear, an 
SO team headed by Heydrich himself and 
compris ing "on Fri{'d~'nfcldt, Hainke, 
Liebscher and Loscrr. all graduates of the 5S-
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fcdHschule. or 55 Fencing choul . at lkrnau. 
.:mcrged victorious from the International 
Sabre Com pennon III Berlin. Finally, in April 
1940, h aly's famOllS Gr:ln Prt-m io di Brescia 
motor facing c, rill was won by thc S5 driver 
vlln Manstein 10 :I B~IW 318 coupe. Nut 
!'urprb ingly. 5S physical training e::. tab· 
hshments :mracred o Ufswnding talent, and at 
one lime eight out of the twdve coaches at 
Ihe Junkerschule 3t Bad Tolz weft' n:1rtonal 

champions in (heir evclllS. 
Conditions of service in the Allgemelnc- S 

were therefore ver)" good in terms of the 
society in which the organisation ~rew and 
developed. Members' duties were not 
onerous, 3t le:lS! prior to the war, and there 
were excellent promotion prospects, fine 
medical and ,,'dfafe facilities, and Ihe very 
best sporring opporrunitiE.'s. Moreover, the SS 
man W.IS placed above the law. I-I e and his 
family were accorded special StalUS, as rhe 
physica l and rac;al elit(' of [he new Germany. 

THE RACIAL ELITE 

In Januar y 1935. Himmler address('d an 
~iUdience of senior Wehrmacht officers on his 
VISion of the Third Reich. '1 am: he ~aid. ' a 
convinced suppom:r of the Idea that the only 
thing which reall) matters in the world is 
good blood, Hi sto ry reaches us thar onl)' 
good blood, in purticular the blood engaged 
in milit:lry activity and, above aiL No rdic 
blood, is the I~:tding creative element in evcr)' 
State. I ha\'e ahvays app roached m} task 
from this angle. and will continue to do so: It 
is perhaps surprisi ng, given the generally non­
Nazi nature of the audience, th:1t such a 
St:lfcmcnt was accepted a t facc value, as a 
valid and realistic opi n ion to expound. 
However. /I is imponant to appreciate th:u 
this Nazi foml of racism was nmoms new in 
Germany, The notion that the Germanic 
master race o r I-I errenvo lk had somehow 
becn endowed with nil inherem superiority, 
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contrasting particularly sharply with the 
corrupt char.H;rerisrics of ~I:l\' ~, Larins and 
Jews, had enjoyed widespread suppOrt in 
Gt'rmany since thc mid-nineteenth century. 
Thcorie .. were regularlY propounded that 
stronger peoples haJ a n~Hural right to 
dominate or t"ven exterminnte weaker nations 
in the general struggle for survival, and 
\"arious versions of the message. often 
:>upported by the claims of 'K'iemific re~arch. 
:lppearcd in German. British and other 
European lournal!> over the )cars. 

One of thc C:l rl y twentieth-century 
propo nelHs of racial ideology was Alfred 
Rosenberg. born the son of an Estonian 
shoemaker in 1893. Rosenberg studied in 
Russia. and reech'ed a degree in architecture 
from the University of Moscow. Having fled 
ro Germ.lIl}' after the Russian Revolution. he 
settled in Munich and joined the Thule 
Society, whose members speciali~t"d in a lH i­
Bohhevik and anti-Semitic philosophy. In 
1920 he eorolJed in tht' Nazi part)' with 
membership number IS. ::lI1d immediately 
won Hitler's attention with the publication of 
the fi rs t of his many books attacking 
Judaism. In 1923, Rosenberg was nominat~d 
by the Fuhrer as editor of the NSDAP 
newspaper, rhe Volkrscher Beobach/cr. which 
thereafter vigorously denounced communists, 
Jews. Freemasons and Christians. Rosenberg 
ultimatelr proposed il new re li gion which 
would coun ter the weak doctrine of Chrisuan 
lo\'e with a strong ideal of racial superiority. 
In 1930 he produced his masterpiece, The 
Ah'th of Ihe Tr.uell"l!th Gefltllry, a massi"e 
tome which t"oncludcd that any given culture 
would always deca>' when humanitarian 
idea l ~ obstructed rhc right of the dominam 
race to rule rhos~ whom it had subjuga ted. 
The Inlter were dt'graded 111 tbe:' book to the 
level of Un termen~chen, or sub-humans. 
According to Rosenberg. the mixture of 
blood , and the sinking of the racial standard 
contingent lipan it. was the:' primary cau~c for 
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The JemL!>l' of rill cultures. Although over 20 
million copies of The Myth (If tlJe TII'l'IIlIelh 
{ c: lUllry were eventu:!lI}' sold. fe\\ people 
~(luld he found who actuallr h.Jd the stamin:l 
,II wade throu~h It from cover to co\·er. Hitl~r 
otrn)df had to admit [0 'giving up' half way 
through the book. 

One who did rC:ld and admirc Rosenberg·s 
the ones, however. was RI~- hard \'(/alther 
D.1 rr-=, :1 First World War artillery officer who 
furned to agricul ture aftt'r 1918 and who~t' 
o.onsuming emhusiasm was the peasantry. In 
I 'J19 he wrote .1 book entitled Blood alld Sal' 
- The Peasalltr), as the LIfe SOl/rce of the 
VrJrdic Race, which called for an l'ne rgetic 
pro(U"amme of selective breeding to ensure rhe 
tTll: reasc of Nordic peasant stock and their 
Jomm.lt10n of the Jews and Slavs. In Darre's 
\ It''', blood alone determined historh ethics, 
la w and economics. and th e blood of the 
" erman farmer was related to Ihe ground he 
worked. The argument ran like this. The 
i.l{IIlCr who toiled the land would be buried 
In the same 5011. therefore the farmer's daily 
hread was, in fact. the blood of his 
toUefathcrs. whIch fertilised th e earrh. 
( .e rman blood would be passed on from 
~cneration fO generation by means of the soil. 
H immler IO\'ed Darr~'s book , befriended its 
.lu thor, and lOok hIm into the SS to pursue 
h l ~ research wit h official sanction and 
tln.lncial backing. At Hitler's request. Darn!! 
' .Her prepared an agricu lt ural policy for the 
"SDAP which fa\oured Aryan farmers and 
re-established the medieval hereditar~r system 
,,~ which nO farmland could ever be sold or 
mortgaged. 

Heavily influenced b)' Darr~, I-limmler 
now began to use agricultural metaphors 10 

lUMif}, his new 55 ret"ruirmenr policy of racia l 
,dection. In 1931 he WrOte: '\'(/t" are like: a 
"lant-breeding specialist who. when he wants 
to breed a pure new strain , first goes over the 
field to cull the unwanted plants. \'(r'e, too. 
shJ.1I begIn by w(.'(.'dillg out people whu are 
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not suitable SS mated.)!,. Applicanrs for thc 
SS were soon being categorised according to 
thclr racial characteristics, from I-a- Mil 
(racinlly ve ry .. uitablel to IV-3-c (radal 
reject). Himmler 's rapidly increasing 
obse~sion with racial purifY began [Q 

motivate more and more of his schemes 
dUTlng the 19305. At hiS behest. the 5S kept a 
genealogICal register of its m(.'mbers, and the 
Reichsfuhrer often pored over It like a horse­
breeder exam ining ,\ stud book. He ord('red 
elaborate investigations into his own ancestry 
and {hat of his wife, to gather irrefutable 
e\ridence of their pure German lineage. and he 
dreamed of .I new feudal Europe, cleared of 
Unt('rmt'llschen . III which model farms would 
be oper3tcd by a racial elite. The spt'arhc:td 
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of that chte was to be the 55, an 'Orden 
nordischcr Rasse', or Order of Nordic i\len, 
of the purest selection. acting as guardians of 
the German people. The S5 would b«omt a 
'Slutgemeinschaft', a blood community. To 
paraphrase Himmltr, Ihcy wou ld 'march 
onward into a distanr fmure, imbued wuh the 
hope and faith l1ut only that they might pur 
up a better fight rhan their forefathers bur 
that they might themselves be rhe forefathers 
of gcncr:nions to come. generations which 
would be necessary for thC' eternal life of [he 
TeutOniC German nation', As late 35 1943. 
when SS manpower shortages wcre desperate. 
the discQ\'cry of even minor racial blemishes 
('borderline type - eighteenth.centu ry Jewish 
ancestor') n:sulted in a swift removal of 55 
officers from their positions. 

As foretold in Melll Kampf, Huler's 
Nurnberg Laws of 1935 deprived Germany'(; 

Jews of Reich clIl1.enship. the vote and 
ellgihiluy for appoimmem to state offices. 
;viarrlagc or extra-marital relations between 
J~w~ and Germans was forbidden, and Jewish 
buslRcsses closed down. B)' 1938, the Nazis 
were raising an interna!;onal loan to finance 
!he emlgnuion of all German Jews and their 
resculemefH on some of German(s former 
colonlcs O\erseas. When war broke out , 
howe\cr, Jew .. began to be moved instead IO 

ghcltos In occupied Po land , which was a 
cheaper and more cxpcdiem ahernativc. This 
racial fanaticism reached ItS uhimate and 
infamous conclusio n at !he end of \94 I , 
whcn ir became clear Ihat an easy victory 
would not be won and thai the Second World 
Wat mighl drag un for years. The complex 
prewar plans (or the peaceful removal of Jews 
and SI,1\'" from Reich tcrrilOr y were now 
sheln·d. Einsatzgruppen in Ihe east had been 
cxecul10g Jews and suspt'Cted partisaos on ::10 

ad hoc basis since the 1O\'aSlon of Russia, but 
the actual process of killing was random aod 
had to be accclt'rated, On 10 January 1942, 
H eydrich com'ened a meenng of 
rtpreStntatl\TCS of Ihe \'arIOUS governmcl1I 
mmismcs at tht pleasant Berlin suburb of 
Wannsct. and they decided upon a much 
Simpler and irrevocable 'Final Solution' to the 
problem. All the Jews and Slavs of Europe 
and western RI1~ .. ia were ro be rounded up 
and transported to specified locations to be 
worked to death, then t'femated. Those who 
were unfit for work would be killed on 
a rri val by g.Jssmg. To tillt end. large 
Vernich tungsla~eT, or ex[ermimnion campS. 
were establh,hcd at Auschwitz. Bebtc , 
Chclmno, M.Jjdanek , Sobibor and Treblinka, 
all in Poland, and minor ones weTe set up at 
Kaun:ls, Lw()w. Mmsk. Riga and Vilna, 
Natur.lIly. all were placed under the comrol 
of the ReICh's racial warriors, the 55. By the 
end of 1943, most of the death C;101PS had 
completed their horrific work and had been 
closed down and demolished. The gas 
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ha mbers at Auschwit1 and Majdanek. 
huwe\'er, continued almost until the arriv31 of 
,he !x"tvicr army. Those still alive in the 5Ia\'e 
I.It'our barracks at Auschwitz and Majdanek 
)\ the Russians approached were (orce­
m.lr..::hed westwards. to Dachau and Belsen, 
II here tens of thousands died of starvation. In 
JI~ 46 , the Numberg IIldittment concluded 
th;.!t these camps witnessed the deaths of 
~. -ltO.OOO Jews, Slavs and gyps ies between 
1941 Jnd 1945, in the Nazi drive towards the 
'(",1 1.:131 purification o( Europe'. 

At Au~chwirz, the main extermination 
\:,nnp complex, which comprised twenty 
IJbour cam ps and four massive gas chambers. 
f ~ual exper iments were carried our in the 
~J.me way that Rascher engaged upon 
IIl1l Hary medical experiments at Dachau. 
Skele tons of \' ictims were collec ted for 
f.I"-l ally -based 'scientific measurements' , 
;kulls and skin types were compared , eyes 
and noses categorised, brains weighed and 
hou r graded. An assonment of 55 eugenists 
fru m Ahnenerbe StrOve fa prove by their 
n'~arch that humans could be bred exactly 
hl..t' animals. with full pedigrees, The most 
mta mous of them all was Josef Mengcle, a 
Doctor of Philosophy (Munich ) and a Doctor 
~,t ~Iedicine (Frank fun /Main ), who was 
rJbidl)' inspired by the hope of eliminating all 
r,l': 1lI1 IlIlpurities and physical abnormalities 
Iro m [he German people. He served as a 
medical officer with the Waffen-S5 in France 
.llld Russia, and in 1943 was appointed Chief 
O()~:tor at Auschwitz. with carte blanche from 
J hmmler and an unlimited supply of human 
~umea-piss at his disposal. At once, he began 
.I Hudy of deformitie .. , ,.\11 prisoners who 
v.e rt' in an}' way malformed were 
Immediatel y butchered upon [heir arrival at 
Au~chwi tz so thai Mengele and his team 
'ould exami ne th e bodies in a special 
dissection w3rd, No twins, dwarves or 
hu nchbacks escaped his scalpel. He even 
\c wed norm a l twins rogerher to create 
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artificial Siamese twms. and mjected the 
brown eyes of Ih'ing patients in an effort to 
turn them blue. These racial experiments 
caustJ untold agonies and had lillie o r no 
practical benefits, unlike some of the purely 
medical experiments carTied OUt in other 
camps. 

Modern apologists for the Waffen-S5 have 
consistently put forward the argument that 
the horrors which took place in concentration 
and exte rmination ca mps during the war 
must have bet· II unknown to ordinary 55 
soldiers fighting at the battlefront, on the 
basis that the cdmps had norhing at all to do 
with the Waffen-55. However, the fact is thar 
from April 1941 the camps were classified by 
Himmler as an integral part of the Waffen ·55 
system. From that time on, during the worSt 
atrocitits, camp officers and guards wore 
\'(laffen-55 uniforms with distinctive brown 
pipmS and ca rried Waffen-S5 pa)'books. The 
permanent camp administrarl\'e s taffs of 
o lder Totenkopf NCOs were reinforced by 
substa ntial numbers of wounded and 
rtcuperating personnel transferred in on a 
temporary rota basis from various battlefield 
55 units, of which the Totenkopf-Division 
was only one. For example. Feldgendarmerie 
clements of the Lcibsta ndarte and men from 
the 13th 5 , Div ision werc s tationed al 
Buchenwald and Gross·Rosen camps in 1943, 
while 'Wiking' Division trOOps found 
themselves in the unfortunate posi t ion of 
manning Bclsen when it was liberated by the 
British. Karl Gebhardt, supervisor of medical 
and racial experiments al the camps, had 
formerly been a from-line surgeon with 55-
Di Vision 'Das Reich', and Richard Chlcks, 
the man in daily charge of the whole 
concentration Ca mp ~ystem, was a Waffen- S 
general as well as being lnspekteur der 
Konztntrationslaser. The Waffen-SS men who 
transie ntl y staffed the camps took their 
directions (rom the permanent cadre of 
Totenkopf\·crbande vtterans, and were 
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~ 55 m.SmI cifit .. frtm MqeIt.~ sJIii, IllIID1g 0 ne.+t CJTMId COI'JS9I1*Il d Jews ar rht roi«rJ.(siIfng!. at ~II'DJ in 19H.1hos.e 
."..j Iriit for WIlt in h SS focII:Iies were cIespmhed for ImlDrfe ~ 

a~Slsted by foreign auxiliaries, selected 
prisoners, and even a few factory guards, SA 
.lnd Wchrmacht pe rsonnel in 1944-5. So 
while the WVHA administered the camps and 
the RSHA decided who was to be 
Incarcerated in Ihem, members of the Waffen­
liS effectively ran them and were certainly not 
e~elllpt from practising the Final Solution at 
grass-roots level. It is sri 11 a co mmon 
misconcep ti o n that 'rhe black-uniformed 
Allge meine·55 staffed the concentration 
cam ps'. 

Under Himmler, the 55 came to regard 
Itself not merely as a temporary political 
association but as a 'Sippe', i.e. a tribe or 
clan. The same racial qualities looked for in 
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the SS man were therefore also requi red of his 
wife. The Engagement and J\otarriagc Order of 
the 55, one of the oldest funclamcntallaws o f 
the organisation, was issued by Himmler on 
J 1 December 193 I, and read as follows: 

I. The SS is an association of German men, 
defined according to their Nordic blood 
and specially selected. 

2. In conformity with the National Socialist 
conception of the world, and recognising 
that the future of our people is founded 
on selection and the preservation of good 
German blood, free from all taint of 
hereditary disease, I now require all 
members of the 55 to obtain the 
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YOIIIQ Gerroon girk from c lebMsIxwn home, rt.eG hoods ~ with IIoweJs in pagen slyie, giYe!he NOli sokIle O! f'lomberg ill 1938. 

authorisation of the Reich sfUh rer4 SS 
b<-fore m:uriage. 

3. Consent to marry will be given solely on 
the grounds of racial or physical 
considerations, and with a view to 

congenital health. 
4. Any SS man who marries without seeking 

the prior authorisation of the 
Reichsfiihrer-SS, or who marries in spite 
of being refused such aurhoris:uion , will 
be dismissed from the 55 . 

H. HIMMLER. 

To administer th e racial and marriage 
procedures, H immler c reated the SS Race and 
Settlement Office on the same da y the order 
was issued, a nd placed it under Dam:, his 
racial guru. 
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The main objects looked for in adjudging 
the marriage applications of S5 mcn were, 
firstl),. racial purit}' and, secondly. physical 
compa tibility between the twO partners lik~ly 
to result in a fertile union. T hus an 
application (0 marry an cld~r1y woman, or a 
woman ma rkedly bigger or smaller than the 
intended husba nd, was likely to be rejec ted. 
The prosplnive bride and he r family had ro 
prove their Aryan ancestry back ro the mid­
eighteenth cemury, uncontaminar~d by the 
presence of Jewish or Slavonic ancestors. She 
further had ro demonstrate that she was free 
from all memal and physical disease and had 
to submit 10 an exha ustive medical 
examination, including fertility testing, by SS 
docrors. Only after a couple had successfully 
completed all these tests could an S5 marriage 
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uke place. More than a few member') found 
fhe marriage regulations impossible to lin' 
\\Irh . and in 1937 alone 300 men were 
expe lled from rhe 5S for marrying wi th out 

approval. 
Ch ristian weddings were replaced in the 

AII~emeine-SS by pseudo-pagan rites presided 
on~ r by the bridegroom's commander. 
\ farrilges no longer took place in l'hurches, 
hut in the open air under lime trees or in 55 
budding::. decorated with lifl· Tunes, 
sun flowe rs and fir twigs. An eternal flame 
burned in an urn in from of which the call pie 
~wnre oaths of loyalry, exchanged rings and 
re.::e lVed the official SS gift of bread and salt, 
~ym bol~ of the earrh's fruitfulness and purity. 
A )"'Iresentation copr of Mebl Kampf was then 
tJkc:n from a heavy oak casket carved with 
runes, and handed over to the groom. Finally, 
,1$ the ..:ouplc departed from the cercmon y. 
rhe \ invariably passed through a sombre 
.lrclde of saluting 55 brethren. 

During the war, the position as regards 
:\lIgc:mein~-SS men serving in rhe \'\'ehrmacht 
ncc;1me fairly unclear, for a decree published 
In Army Orders on 17 October 1943 stared 
tha t the decision on the marriage of such 
pe r!>ons to foreigners rested with tht' 
Reu: hsflih re r-SS. Requests for permission 
we're to be forwarded through official service 
.::ha nnels to the comperent H igh Com mand 
\\ hlch wou ld tht'n transmit The request to 

RuS HA for a final decision. The implication, 
a t least. of this decree was that marriage 
he twcen 55 men in rhe Wehrmacht and 
females who were Reich German nationals no 
longer required the authorisatio n of the 
Reichsfiihrer-SS. 

The 55 maintained colonies for che 
convenience o f its married personnel. Eight of 
these existed in 1944 . Four (Auschwitz. 
Buchenwald, Dachau and Oranienburg) were 
Icx:ated at the large SS scnlements which grew 
up around or ncar concemration camps. and 
the remamder (Betlin. Graz. Radol rtell and 
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\'(lien ) wert'! in the neighbourhood of main 5S 
headquarters, barracks or schools. In 
addition, three colonies specificall)' for 
married officers of the Allgemeine-55 were 
established at Bad Franken hausen. Jliterbog 
and Klagenfurt. 

It is interesting to note that rhe marriage 
rules applied nor only to male members of rhe 
SS but also to female employees and 
auxiliaries. In the caSe of the lancr, if t hey 
were already married when they applied for 
appointment with rhe 55, they were obliged 
to produce on behalf of their husbands 
records and genealogical charts going back to 

the grandpart"nts, for examination by 
RuSHA. 

The SS demanded that its racial elite 
shou ld breed quickly and multiply, to 
compensate for the catastrophic losses of 
manpower suffered between 1914 and 1918. 
In 193 1, Himmler announced [hat it was the 
patriotic missiOIl of every S5 couple to 
produce at least four child ren, and whert· that 
was not possible the 55 pair were expected to 

adopt raciall y suitabl e or phans and bring 
them tip on Narional Socialist lines. To show 
the interest Ihe 55 had ;n its ch il dren, the 
organisation created a range of official gifts 
for them. At the birth of their first child, 
HimmlN sent each sef of 55 parents a ribbon 
and bib of blue si lk, symbol ising the un ity of 
birth, marriage, life and death. and a silver 
beaker and spoon representing eternal 
nourishment. During [he subsequent pagan 
naming ce rem o ny. which repl aced the 
traditional christening in 55 Circles, the child 
would be wrapped in a shawl of undyed wool 
embroidered with oak leaves, runes and 
swastikas, while borh parents placed their 
hands on the baby's head and pronounced 
na mes stich as Karl or Siegfried, Gudrun or 
Helga. and, of course, Adolf or Heinrich. The 
Reichsfi.ihrer served as nominal godfather [0 

all 55 children born each yea r on the 
anniversary of his birth, 7 October. and on 
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tht, birth of a fourth child he sent the happy 
parents a letter of cong rat ulations and a 
Leocnsleuchrer, a ~11\'er candlesl1(k engra\-ed 
wi th the words. -You are ;,1 link in the eternal 

racial cham', 
However, the SS birrhmte during the 19305 

remained average for rhe country as a whole. 
Wages wete low, and children wcrc 
expensive. On 13 September 1936, in a 
further desperate aucmpt to encourage SS 
famili('s 10 have more offspring. the 
Reichsfuhrer established a registered society 
known as Lcbensborn, or the FOUnl311l of 
Life. Senior full·nme SS office rs were 
expected to make financial contributions so 
that the Society CQuld provide mat e rnit y 
homes to which both married and unmarried 
mOl hers of SS children could be admined free 

of charge. Although affiliated to RuSHA, 
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Lebensborn was directlr subordinated to 55-
Standanenflihrer Max Sollmann of the 
H auptamt Personlicher 5mb RfSS. Its stated 

objectivcs were: 

1. to assist in sustaining large racirdly 

valuable families 
2. to look after pregnant women of good 

race 
3. 10 care for the chLldren of raCIally 

suitable unions 

Maternity homes were quickly set up :11 

Hohehorst, Klosterheide. Polzin, Steinhoring 
and Wienerwald . and H immler took an 
intcnse personal interest in thl·m. E"ery detail 
bscimlted him. frum Ihe shapes of the noses 

of newl~' horn infams TO the "olume of milk 
produced by nursing: mothers, the most 
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prolific of whom received :..tother~ ' Crosses 
,HId OIhcr speCIal recognitions. Any babies 
.lppeJring wuh mental or physical handicaps 
\\l're smot hered at bIrth and, so far as the 
mot hers wefe concerned. were ~;lld to be 
·sti ll-horn'. Despite rhe cOn[emporary 

~.ll.lcious rumours about brOlhels and 'SS 
.. tud farms', anI) a small percentage of 
..:hild ren ;lppc:arlllg from the Sociery '~ homes 

III peacellme were Llleginmatt'. The 
e<; t.lblishmenr of the Lebensborn homes was a 
gen uine attempt by H inunler to pro\'ide free 

hut hIgh-qual it)' mnternity care for the poofer 
\~ famd les. 

The outbreak of war in 1939 stimul:Hed 
the Relchsfuhrer to rt:mind all members of 
the SS thai it W.l<; now their most urgt:nt dut)' 
to become fatht:rli. On 28 November. he 
Is)uC'd the following instrucrion: 

Order to tl)e S5 al1d I'Qlice. 
Every war involves a sheddmg of Ihe 
purest blood. A multitude of victories will 
mC;ln a grear loss of it. but the de.uh of 
ou r best men will not in itself be the 
ul tImate consequence. What will be wQrst: 
will be the absence of children who have 

nor been procreated by the living during 
the war, and who most certallll)' cannot be 
procreatcd by the dead after the war. 
Regardless of Ihe civ il law and normal 
bourgeOIs customs, it must now be the 
duty of all German women and girls of 
good blood to hecome mothers of the 
ch ildren of SS soldiers going to Ihe front. 
OffiCial guardians will rake over Ii'll.' 
wardship of all legitimate and illegitimate 
chddren of good blood whose fathers h;lve 
fa lltn in the war, and the Chief of the 
RuSI-IA and his staff witl observe 
discretion in the keeping of doeu· 
mentation relaring TO [he parentage of 
illegitimate children. SS men mu~t ~ee 
dearly that, in complying with this order, 
they will perform an act of gre.1t 
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Importance. :" l ockery. disdain and non ­
comprehenSion will not affect us, for ,he 
future belongs to us! 

H. I-IIMMLER 

It was rhe same conCern to ensure the 
future of rhe race which \\3S behind 
Himmler'S ~ubsequent ·Speci".l Order' of IS 
August. 1942. It Indicated that when an SS 
family had only one son left. and he was of 
military age, he would be withdrawn from 
the battlefield and sent home for anything up 

to ;I yc-ar. or at least long enough to find a 
mate and make hcr pregnant. so as ( 0 

'preserve h is lineage'. Therefore, no 
justification could l'XIS[ (or 5S men lO fall 

short of their biological duty. In fact_ failure 
to carry it out hampered tht:ir careers. 8) 
virtue of a H immler memorandum issued III 

February 1944, all recommendations for the 
promotion of married SS officers had 
henceforth to include details of their dJ.te of 
marriage, age of wife. nu mber of children and 
date of binh of [he las[ chi ld . Where the last 
child was born more than twO years 
previousl)'. and where the wife was not o\'er 
forty years of age, an explnnarion had to be 
added as to why no more children had been 
concei\ed. If there was no sufficiem 

explanaTIon, the application for promotion 
would be rejected. In a similar vein, a fort),' 
four-year-old bachelor. SS-H auptsrurmHihrer 
Franz Schwarz, WJ.S threatened in 1943 thaI 
if he had nOt married within th e year. he 
would be dismissed from the SS! 

The Lebensborn Society cominued to 

operate until the end of the war, and new S5 
maternity homes were opened up ill Oslo, 
Schwartwald. hloss Wegimont in Belgium, 
and Taunus. Suitable foreign c_hildren, usuall)T 
war orphans and evcn infants who had been 
torn fro m th eir Poli sh, Czech or Russi:!n 
families by VOMI officials because they were 
recognised as being of Nordic descelll. wer(' 

3"epted Into Lebensborn homes to be 
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.:Idopred by dilidles~ S coupl!! ... Uhimatcly, 
mOrc dian 80,000 non-German children were 
thu~ 'Germamsed" by the 55. 

As S5 racial policies expanded and 
developed . so roo did the departments 
charged with the ir administration. Darn:;'s 
Rac e and Sc[[it:mcm Office achie\Cd 
Hauptamr starns on 30 January 1935, as the 
SS Ra ssc- und Siedlungshauptamr or RuSHA. 
the S5 Race and Settlement Department. II 
was therefore o ne of rhe three o ldest 
Hauptiimtcr in the Reichsfjjhrung-SS, and by 
1937 consisted o f the following seven iimtcr: 

- Organisation & Vcrwahungsamt 
(Organisation & Administration) 

11 - Ras)'cnamr (Race ) 
III - Schulungsamt (Education) 
IV - Sippen- lJlld Heiratsamr (Family & 

Marriage) 
V - Siedlungsamr (5wlemenr) 
VI Am, fu r Archiv und Zeitungswc~n 

(Re.:ords & Press) 
VII - Ann fur Bev61kcrungspolilik 

lPopulanon Polic~'J 

In thc general reorganisation of the 55 
admin istration which [Ook place in 1940. 
RuSH A, like tht' S5 Haupt-Jmt, lost some of 
its functions and retained o nly th e 
Rassenamt, 5ipprn - und HdratS3nlt. ~iC'd­
lungsanH and Verwaltungsamt. It was thus 
s tripped down ru the bare esstf'ltials for 
contilluing the work indic.ned by its tide. 
f\:e\'crrheless, in spite of this restriction in its 
field of activity. th e vo lum e of work 
undertaken by RuSHA necessarily increascd 
with the progress of the war. That ,~as due 
panl) 10 the ph)'sical expansion of tht 55, 
and partly 10 the repatriation of racial 
Germ3 ns from Russia and the Balkans and 
their resealement in Germany and the 
occupied areas of Poland. 

The main duty of RuSHA was to transl.uc 
imo pral:t1ce [he general racial theories of 55 
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Ideology. To assist III the e..:ccurion of ItS 

poliq It had a !>pecia! officer (FiJ hrer im 
Rasse- und Siedtungswesenl on the staff of 
each Oberabschnm, and Family \,(/elfare 
Offices (5ippenpflegestellen) set lip in the 
larger towns of German)' and the occupied 
terri tortes. With the racial laws of the 5S as a 

basi~, it W'1S [he ta"k of RuSHA and its 
agencie~ to supe fv;sl' [he se lection and 
breeding o f S men and to foster the general 
well-being of the 5S in accordance wirh its 
code of ' tribal soli rl ariry', RuSHA was the 
only compelt·Jlt authority fOf checking rhe 
mcial and gcne:llogical records of S5 recruits. 
In peacetime, and in wartime so far as the 
Allgcmeine-SS was concerned, these check1l1g 
procedures were smclly adhered to. With the 
rapid expansion of [he Waffen·55 afler 1940, 
howe\'er, the ra ial rules became something of 
a dead letter for ItS 750,000 rank and file. 
During the war. the hard-pressed Ru HA 
.1u thori ti es were cantl'llI to accept a signed 
declaration uf Ar}'an descenr from enlisted 
GermaTl and west European Walfen-55 men . 
which could be in\t~stiga[ed later when the 
opportunity presented itself. RuSHA was also 
responstble for issuing one-~'eu marriage 
permIts, or Hei ratser1aubnis. on behalf of rhe 
Reichsfuhrer-55, granting his approval for SS 
personnel 10 wed. Another of its fUllctions 
was to keep the Stppenbuch. or Family Book 
of 5S m~·m b{· r!>. and it compiled a rt'gister of 
all 5S men willing and suited to become 
co lo l1lsls in th e o,;cup lcd territories. In 
add ition, Ru5HA was responsible for 5S and 
police welfare, particularly the mamtenancc 
of orphans and Widows of S5 and police men 
killed in the war. and the carc of families and 
dependants of 55 men serving in the 
Wchrmacht and Waffen-5S in all cases of 
distress, hardship or private difficulty. By 
1944, Ru5HA had absorbed the Haupt­
flirsorge und Versorgungsamt der Waffen-55 
und ))oli;-e; IHFVA), the Waffen-55 and Police 
Welfare und Pensions Depann1ent. The 
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rdubilitatinn and rctralOlng for ch il or 
.IJministrati\c pOSh of war·di~ablt'd S men 
Inrmed a funher part of the work of RII~HA, 

~Ild for that purpo!>e It controlled two 
Ha lnlng )I, .. hools at 5chlels~helln and 
\1H1\\cida and a Ionft school at Bernau near 
Berlm. :-'I oreo\'er. rhere , .. as a \-er~ doS<.' co­
lIpe rarion between Rli HA and lcbel1sborn 
In \'Iew of the- O\'erlappin~ narure of thdr 
work :'Ind, while Lebensborn was technlcall) 
\u burdmated to the Hau ptaml Personlicher 
'tab Rf55. RuSHA wa s the normal ch.rnnel 
th rough which it received its instrUCTions 
lrom Himmler. 

Darr': headed Ru5HA until Februar)' 1938. 
\\ h(,.'n he quarrelJed with Hlmmler and le(1 to 

.:nncentrtlte on hiS govcrnment career as 
\ll11l)ler of Agriculture. lie was succeeded h\ 
ObcrgruppenfiJhre r Glinther Paneke. lare~ 
HSC,Pf in Denma rk. Jnd In Jul~ 194 0 b)' 
Oherg ruppcnfuhrer Otto Hofmann , 
.. uhsequel1lly HS5Pf III Oberabschnitr 
~udwes(. The lasr chlcf of the Rasse- und 
"'Icdlungshaupramr was- Obergruppenfuhrt'r 
Richard Hildebrandt. who took o\'er m April 
194.3. Although Hddehrandr had all active 
.rp pm1Hment abt(l.1d as H 5Pf Black ea 
~h1t1ng 194.3-4, he did not relinquish hI!> pOSt 
.1" t:hcr Ru5I-1A, HI !> deputy, ~­
(,rllpp~nfii hrcr Dr H:lr;tld Turner. covered for 
him during his .Ib:,encc in Russia. 

A comers tone of SS radal policy w.\:, the 
de"lfl' to reunite the Volksdeutschc with their 
(,erman relatlom. When th~ Nazis came to 
ro\\'er, millions of these Volksdeutsche, or 
tt bmc Germans, Wl'fC liVing III cemral and 
ea!>tcrn Europe. E\'er since the _\1iddle Ages, 
the ir ancestors had mo\ed C'astwards from 
theI r onginal German territories to find new 
tJ nds and livdihQods, Settling In 311 

enorl1lOu~ region s tretching from Ihe BaltIC 
"tares In the north to the Vol~a and the 
Callca)us in the south . these I111gr3ntS fonned 
do"eh klllt eomillunitic:s that rcmalned 
1Ildepc:odem of theIr neighbours and retallled 
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Hrong tics 01 kinshIp wuh the old 'Heima,' . 
The>, had theIr own 3swctation. the League 
(or Gcr,"an~ Abroad. or Volksbund filr d3) 
()cllrschlU1lI in Ausland (VDA)., which W3~ 
taken over by the N DAP in I ~30 and PUt 
under the direClion o f Werner lorenz., a 
former rim World War pilot who owned 3 

\'3)1 e .. t :He near Danzig .rnd had tht 
reputation of being something of a VOII 

/J1I':mt. Loren;.. 10lned rhe . S '" 1931 , and his 
sophistICaTed lifestyle, combined with his 
unique .. bilit)' to be equally at ease with 
d ip lomats nnd peasant farmers alike. soon 
brought him to J-1 immler's attemion, 

!-rom the OUhet, the Nazis were coullting 
on eth niC Germans to augmenr their new 
ReICh's dcplcted population and help In its 
uhimate expansion ea"f\vards. Himmler in 
particular \lowed to lake German blood (rolll 
wherevcr II could be found in rhe world, and 
to 'roh ane! steal it' whenever he could. To 
that l·nd. an agency of the N5DAP known as 
(he Suro \·on Kur ... ell was fo rmed in ~brch 
19.36 to co-ordlTlate altempts to encaurag~ 
the return of the Volksdeutsche (Q Germanr. 
In 19.37 it wa~ renamed the Volksdelltsche 
;""linelstclJe or VOi\ II. the Deparrment for [he 
Rcpalfl3110n of Racial Germans , and put 
under tilt' directIon of lorenz. now an S • 
Obergruppenfllhrcr. Under l orenz, VO~lI 
perforll1ed so efficientlr thaI in Ju ly 1935 
Il itier increased its pOwl"r by allowlllg it to 
ahsorb (he VDA and similar agencies, bring 
together rival factions in the ethnic German 
COm mlillifl{'S, and generat e muney to build 
reere:Hional facilities and hospitals and 
spread Nazi propagand.r. As an SS·lIlspired 
3~lde, VO:vl I al!>o investigatcd the politics of 
indl\'idual cthllic Germans, .tnd began 
.:omptl1l1g files 011 those suspected of 
opposition to the fUhrer. Although VO.\II 
was nOI formally incorporated intu the 
Aligemelllt:-SS ... rrucmrc until 1941. Himmler 
\ef) 4uickl~' m:lde it his own inst.rument. He 
IIlfilrratcd SS men illlo rhe department from 
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ItS earhes r days. and persuaded irs t'xl\lIn~ 

~t:1ff to lOin the 53. The Itelchsfuhrcr also 
Installed as lorenz·s deput)' an SS coll('agut', 
Gruppcnfuhrcr Or Hermann Behrends of the 
SD. b} which rncans Heydrich was soon 
uSing VO,\ti to plant SO officials In far- flung 

commUnities of ethmc Germans in castt'rl1 

Europe. 
Himmler f.fSI exercised hi';: new-found 

.turhorit), In foreign affairs in Cz-echoslovakia. 
reared after the old Ausrro- Hun~arian 

empire wa!. carved up In 1919, zccho­
slovakia wa~ home TO morc Inan 3 nulh oll 
people of German descent. Most of rn est' 
Volksdemsche lived in the coumry's wc=stcrn 
pari, the Sude rt' lt.iand. and their presence 
hecame a wedge by which I-lider began to 
!oplinlcr the Czech republic to 1938. He used 
VOMI and the SS to continuously penetr:He 
Sudeten c()mmunities, SO agents prOt'VC­
ateurs played upOn the gr;ev3nces of the 
Sudeten Germans, \\ ho bad been hard hit b) 
the depression and felt mistreated by the 
Czech g(}\ernment. and 55 funds subsidised 
the pro-NazI Sudeten German Parry under Or 
Konrad lienlelll, Heydrich won the :dlegiancc 
of Henlelll's deputy. Karl J-lcrmanT1 Frank, 
and VO~II helped form 3. secret fifth column 
to subvcrr the Czech government in the evem 
of a German Invasion, However, the mere 
threat of armed conO ict was Suifi(.'lt'm (or (he 
Czechs to l'cde the Sudl'tcnhnd to Germany 
as of 1 October 1931L Henl ein bcc3me 
G3uleltcr of the Mea, and both he and frank 
WNe rewarded b)' Himmln with the rank of 

55-t. ru pJX'nfjj hrer, 
The emeq;encc of the S5 as a force in 

foreign poliq' had releg:Hed \'on Ribbcntrop's 
diplomats to a back seat during the Sudeten 
cn<;l<;. and Hitler agalll looked to VO~II and 
Ihe SS as he planed to rakt- o\'er Ihe r{'st of 
C7C~cho~lo\' 3kia, Lau: 1Il January 1939, the 
Fuhrer as<;igned Heydrich and other It'ading 
members of the SO key rules In the f!OJ.1 
dlsmembt:rmenr of the country. Hitler's plan 

76 

h,"~eJ upon pruvoklng trouble in the e.3s-tcrn 
pro\'inces of Slovakia. where n3tionalisr 
feelings h.ld been stirred by the evenrs in the 
Sudetenland. A te31ll of SS men led by 
Gruppenfuhrer Wilhelm Keppler ~et of( 
bomb!> In Hratisi.3vJ and put the blame on the 

lovaks, VOi\1I organised street demon· 
srr.Hion~ and SO groups led by Heydrich·.!> 
troubleshooter. Alfred N"duiocks, carried Out 

further acts of provocation, On 15 March . 
rather than risk war, the Czechoslovakian 
Presidelll agreed to German 'protection' of 
the provinces of Bohemia and ,\lora Via, while 
Slm'akia bt:came :l German puppet state and 
Hungary grabbed the easternmost and laSt 
rema1l1ing prO\ inct', Ruthenia, Lare in August 
1939, Hitler turned 10 the SS once more to 
provide his e"<(.:Il~e for invading Poland. 
Il eydrich dreamed up scores of incidelH~ 
which could he attributed to Polish cxrreml\tS 
and thus lusufy a German attac!.:, These were 
played out by a dozen teams of SO men and 
police officers under thE' Gcstapo chief. 
Helltrlch .i\ljjller. The most Important of the 
bogus raids, codenamed ' Opera non 
H immler', was 1:lUnehed by Alfred Naujocks 
aglunsr a German r:1dio station at the border 
town of GleiwHl on 31 August. The 
(oUO\\tng dar, citing the Gleiwirz incident as 
the reason for hiS actions. Hitler declared war 

on Pobnd. 
During September 1939. the advances oi 

th e Red Arm)' inrn eastcrn Poland in 
accordance with the Nazi-Soviet Pact brought 
<;Ollle 136,000 Volksdel1tsche under RU SSian 
occupation. In dIscussions with Berlin. 
however. the ~oviets agreed to let these 
people le:1ve , MoreQ\'er, the Reich also 
negotiated ((lr the transfer of another 
120.000 ethnic Germans living In the Baltic 
st:1tes, Throughour Ihe winte r of 1939-40, 
the first 35.000 cast b.uropean Volksdeursche 
were eV,Jcuated from \'('"olhyma, The 
pro\'isions of the Rus'iO-German ReSt'ult'ment 
Tn.·at), had to be completC'"d by November 
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1940, and durll1g October alone some -4 ',000 
u Pldly uprooted men. women and children 
m3d~' th~' long and so-called 'fmal trek' from 
Ik ssarabltl and northern BukO\·in:l to VO~t1 
re'~eptlon c;l,mps in PomeralllJ. Easl Prussia 
All d the Warthegau bdore leaving for 
permanent resettlement m the mcorporatcd 
r()lish tt'rriIory, By mid- 1941. 200,000 ethniC 
( .crma" repatriates had been gl\'en posseSSion 
(I f 4 7,000 confiscated Polish farms 
... llmpmi ng a tOl"al of 23 million acres. III rhe 
H~O new Reichsgauc of Oan zig-\'(l('St Prll~sia 
,md \'(',]rtheland, 

A~ the Reich expanded funher eastwards 
lO W the Ukraine after 1941. masses of 
\ 'o lksdeutsc he Wl're moved OUt from 
Romania. Hu ngary. Alballla :\nd Yugoda\,ja 
1m resenlemeor in the nt'wly occuplcd bnds 
un Jer th e Easlern M imsrry of Alfred 
RII~enbcrg, Each famil), was permirred only 
-0 kiloj:trammes of personal possession.; or 
1\\ I) horse-drawn wagon loads. and some 
\\ J.Aon trainS tra\elled as many as 2.000 
ml l e' ~ 10 scenes reminisceor of the Amettcan 
lrootier era, All arrj\'als \\ere probed by SS 
ductors and rdcla] eXBminers from Ru HA to 
r.ll nflrm that they werc suitable ro be 

t'd ,\\~ified It) Relchsdeutsche and gil'en 
(,erman citill'nship, but long stays in VO~lI's 
1.500 resettlement and transit camps lei! 
many Volksdeutsche feeling dlsaPPUlnted. 
embitte red and hopcles<;, By 1945, VOMI 
had fo rcibly moved as many as 1,200,000 
t' thlllc Ge rmans. the bulk of whom became 
di<;placed persons at the end of Ih,' war, 

Whlle VOM I dealt with the trans· 
po nation of Volksdeursche reparriatc\ and 
RuS tl t\ supervised their racial purjt~. their 
at-Iual resetllemeor was tht' responsibiliry of 
:J thIrd S organisation, tht' Reichs­
kommi~sari:lt fllf die Fesngung des 
deurschcn Volksrums, or RKFDV, the Reich 
Conlmission for th e Consohdation of 
Germanism, It was created on 7 Oc:rober 
11].19. wuh Hlm mlcr a5 ItS Relchs -
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kommis~ar, and he ImmedIate!) established 
a Berlin s tJlf HQ. the' lIauptamt RKF. 
dIrected b\' SS·Obergruppenfuhrer Ulrich 
Gr(·lfdt. To admilllster the financing of ItS 

operatIons. a Land Bank c.ompany wa~ ~et 
up under SS-Obersturmbannfuhrcr 
Ferdinand Hlege and mOnl')' poured in from 
the salt"lI of confiscated ./ewish and Polish 
jlroperq, H immlcr intended th:u nOt only 
repatriated ethnic Germans but (llso 
crippled S5 ex -serVh.:emen and returned 
veterans should evenruall)' be sett led in rhe 
eaStern tcrrllorie~ as 'Wehrbauern' or 
·peasant guards', to prOV id e a bufier 
between the Reich proper and th e 
unconquered wilderness beyond the Urals, 
From 1940, S5 recruiting propaganda laid 
considl'rable stress on the opporrunitie~ 
which would be open to all S men after the 
\\3f. with the promise of free land in Ihe 
eaSt, and a number of SS soldiers lnvahdt'"d 
out from the services Were employed on 
preparator)' settlement work with the 50-
called 'SS- lbueinsatz-Osr'. In the words of 
SS-Obergruppcnfiihrer Otto Hofmann of 
Ru~HA. the cast would 'belong to the SS', 

In 1 1a), 1942. SS-Oberfiihrer Prof. Dr 
Konrad '\feyer of the Haupta mt RKF fjmshed 
drawing up the great resettlement plan on 
behalf of Il immicr. Under its rerms. the Baltic 
states a nd Poland were ro be fully 
Gerilla nised, The occupied eas l would be 
ca rved up illlO thrcc huge prOVl1lces or 
~brks, namely In germa nl and. Nare \' and 
Gotengau. under the supreme authority of the 
Relchsfiihrer·SS. who was to be their new 
liefte lord, Hl' would direct the settlers to the 
areas provided for them and grant them lands 
of varying types depending on thelr service. 
including ' life fiefs', ' heredltar} fiefs' and 
'special Status propt'nies'. Provincial 
headmen appointed by Himmler were to 
supcrnSt:" the ~tarches of the new SS empire, 
After a 25·)'ear period of racial purification. 
it was calculated. their population would be 
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5 0 pe r cent GermaOlc. Thert> would be [J 

dirC'l.'r amobahn linking &rlin with ~Ioscow. 
and a 4 metre-" ide railuack between -"Iunlen 
and Rosto\ . A S~)tem of twenty-six eaStern 
strungI'o; "ts consisting of small to\\ ns of 
aboul 20,000 Inhabitants, each surrounded 
by :l ring of German viUagt,) at a distance of 
about three mdes . would guard the 
IOIC=rsections of German communicarions 
arteries. The Villages themselves were to 

comprtse thi rt}' to fort)' farmhouses ilnd h;HC 
thl.'lT own S5 '\'('arriar Stiume' to which all 
male inhabiunrs would belong. Working 
;llong Viking lines. it was ro be the gre,llesf 
piece of continental colonisation the world 
had ('vcr seen, designed to prOiecl western 
ciVilisation from the threat of Asi:uic 
Invasion. 

From the beginning, however, H imml~r 

and tbe RKFDVencountered insurmountable 
ObStdcles seT up nor by the enemy but by 
competing NUl satraps in the occupied 
lands. each intent upon securing hiS own 
mche uf influence in the new empire. I':either 
Hans Frank. GOl'ernor-Gcneral of Pol3nd. 
nor Alfred Rosenberg, ~Iini~ t~r for rhe 
Occupied Eastern Terrirories, were 55 men 
and Ihey owed no allegiance to the 
Rcichsfiihrer. Several Gauleiters. partlcubrl), 
Ench Ko..:h. Reichskommissar in the 
Ukraine, and \X'il helm Kube, Reichs· 
kurnmissar in Byelorussia. fought 
cons isrcnrly (Q hinder [he resettlement 
programme in their areas, which rhey saw as 
;:m SS impingement on NSDAP authority. 
hen Albert Forster. the Gauleiter of Dan zig­
Wt'St Pruss ia, who waS an 5S-0ber­
gruppenfuhrer and had been a member of Ihc 
5S before Hlmmler himself, was so 
antagon is llc 10 the prospect of taking 
Volksdeul~che senlers imo his doma," Ihat 
ships carryi ng repatriates (rom Estoni" ro 
Danzig had to be re·routed. 

In the end. the practicalities consequent 
upon th e turn of the tide of war smashed 
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J-tlmmlcr ·:. dre.lm o f an eastern Germanic 
empire run by the 5S. The Relchsfuhrer 
dC:lrI} \'iewed the Second World War as the 
final war of racial ("'Itermm3tion which 
would sccurc th~ futu re uf the Germalllc 
peopl~s o nce and (or all. The fairly modest 
racial pot.cic:. u( the ea rly 5S. which centred 
around its recruiting s tdndards. had 
exploded out of ;til recognition by the spring 
of 1942, wllh tbe mass killings of the 
Einsa tzgruppeTl and thc comme ncement of 
the ;coll\eyor belt' destruction of human life 
at Ausl.' hwitz. I lad the war gone in 
Germany's favour, rhere is little doubt that 
the Jews, gypsies and 51a\ races would ha"e 
been depleted 10 extinction in Europe. 
However. from 1943 H itler felt that their 
labour. and that of the repa triated ethnic 
Germalls. could be bener used in solving 
German{s pressing domcstk mallpow~r 
shortage. and Himmlcr had Hull' choice hUI 
to listen and agree. Thereafter, Volks­
deufschc wl!'re hrought 'home 10 the Reich ' 
only 10 work In the thri"ing armaments 
IIldustr) and to sl3ff factories and farms 
thai had been sorely affened by Wehrmacht 
re("rmllnen!. In so doing, these ethnic 
Germans roiled alongSIde Poles. Russians 
and o ther imported labourers whom the> 
were suppost:d to ha ve replaced in the easl. 
Ironically, huge numbers of anti-communist 
~la, volunteers in tht' Schut7m:lnnschafr 
and Wehrmacht. technically Untermenschen 
hy 55 standards, were by that time being 
relied upon to bolster and defend the Nni 
regi me In the occupied termorles. and had 
e\'cn been accorded the honour of their own 
range of medal .. and decorations. Man y 
were employed as auxiii:)(ies by the S5 

melf. 
Heinrich Hlmmler had attempted to do tOO 

much too qUickly. to re"erse the develop­
mentS of a thousand rea.rs 111 a single decade. 
;1.nd the wholt' racial programme had COOle 
na!ohing down .lbour his head. 

THE AllGEMEINE-55 

GUARDIANS Of THE STATE 

llirnmler's intention that his racial elite 
hould e\emually police and guard occupied 
r urolX' stemmed from the faci that the most 
IInpo rtam achievement of the S5 from the 
eMIlesl days of the Third Reich had been its 
Jom lnance of the security apparatus within 
(,ermany itself, .1Ild rhe power and influence 
\\ hlch that entailed. The fai lure of the 
~Iunlch putsch in 1913, which was smashed 
hy Ihe police rather than the army. brought 
ho me to Hitler th e realisa t ioTl that 
un restricted control of the police would be an 
C"~,ellnal element in the successful foundation 
III a long-term Nazi st,lte. Consequently, the 
rerioJ immediately following the assumption 
,If power on 30 Janua ry 1933 witnessed a 
c()n(erred effon by the Flihrer to have hiS 
mmt trusled lieutenants nominated to senior 
police positions in the governmems of the 
\ arlous provinces, or Lander, which existed 
under the Weimar Republic. Foremost among 
the .. e men was Hermann Goring, one of the 
I! r ~ t azis elec ted to the Reichstag and its 
President since 30 August 1932. who received 
mi nisterial dutit's in both the national and 
Prussla n go"ernmenlS. As Prussian ,\llinister 
() f the Interior. he became responsib le for 
poliCing Ihe Reich capital and two·th irds of 
rhc land area of Germany. Goring appoimed 
Ku rt Daluege, head of the Berlin 5S, as his 
U llef of Prussian Police and Rudolf Dids, his 
(o\l~ill's husband. as Dcpury Chief. He then 
moved swiftly to separate the PrussiaTl 
Pohncal Police, which dea lt with sub"ersivcs, 
Irom the reSI of Ihe org:lnisarion. On 27 April 
1933 he creared a new political department 
~Iaff~d by thirtr·five men, to be called the 
,ecrci Statf Poljce or Geheime 5taa tspolizei 
Gestapo), and assigned Die1s 10 head il. The 

Gestapo was instructed that It could 
Jlsrega fd the ft'strictions imposed by Prussian 
Slate law, and it was removed from the 
COntrol of the Prussian Ministry of the 
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-.. .,...--,-.~",-. 
1936 cl!es t.s ~hne!l1 as Chef del' DeutKhen Polni ifu ptO(b:ed .. _ed by !he G,m,," Pok. OOK", _ .. 1m 01 

ClPlJopiIfe slIIIf on Iht !MM. 

Imerior to new offices at 8 Prinz·Albrecht­
S[r:lSsl', Berl in. and made :In independent 
force responSible to Goring persona ll y. By 
mid- 1933. therefore, Goring had :l firm gri p 
on the largest provincial police force in 
Germany and launched it and the SA against 
the comll1uni:.ts and other upponents of Ihe 
New Order. 

Diels. however, soon became a problem. 
He was a professional policeman, not a Nazi, 
and at once went to war against all extremiSts 
'Iud law-brea kers, regardless of political 
pe rsu aSIOn. Hi s fledgling Gestapo. a rmed 
with machine-guns, regularly surrounded ad 
hoc SA and SS dc{{'mion cemres in Berlin and 
forced th e Brownshirts to surrender and 
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release rheir seve rel y beaten political 
prisoners. Dalucge and some SS men who 
\ ... ·orked their way lOW the Gestapo began to 

~ampaign viciously for the downfall of Dids 
::md his faction. and such infighting dc\'cloped 
that it f."vcmuall) became commonplace for 
members of th e GeSTapo [Q arrest one 
anOlhcr. Daluege t'\'cn plotted to invite Dicl s 
to 3 meeting and then throw hun QUI of an 
upper-storey window! Bur Diels contin ued to 
enjoy Goring's patronage :and friendship, and 
retaim:d his commnn d of the Gestapo. 

While Goring was the firs! official of the 
Third Reich ro asserl a measure of personal 
authority over the rcgu13r provincial police. it 
rc=mained for Hlmmler to rt'alise that 
ambition on a national scale. When the 
Gauleiter of ,\Iunich -Upper Sa,'aria, Adolf 
Wagner, became Ba"3rian Minister of the 
Intenor at the beginning of March 1933, his 
natural choice as Police President of ~'Iunich 

was Himmler, who had been Head of Security 
at the N5DAP headquarters in the city for 
over a )'ear. On I April, Himml cr was 
appointed Commander of the Political Police 
for the whole of Bavaria, a position which 
gave him the power to challenge Goring's 
Prussian supremacy. He found an ally in the 
Reich :\ Iimster of the Interior, Dr Wilhelm 
Frick. a former Munich policeman who was a 
confirmed opponent of the autonomy of the 
Uinde r and an old enemy of Gonng. With 
Frick'S support, Himmler wa .. nominated 
Chief of Police in province after province 
until onlr Prussia remained out of hIS reach. 

In January 1934, Frick laid lx-fore Hitler a 
Blit for the Administrative Reorganisation of 
the Reir.:h. As a result of its acceptance. all the 
provincial police forccs were to bc 
amalgamated to form the first national German 
Pobce Force, officially termed 'die Deutsche 
Polizei ' , under the Reich Minister of the 
Interior. Swift changes were made. including 
the incorporation of the eagle and swastika 
into the design of existing police uniforms. 
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Goring Mood fast for a time In Prusslil, and he 
Imght have frustrated the ulllfication process 
ent irely wcre if not for the growlIlg dread of 
Rohm and the SA. The tabschcf was hungr) 
for power and eager 10 trample on anyone who 
stood in hiS way. The menacing presence of the 
SA. and the fact thut the 5S was (he only 
reliable bodr which could capably oppose it, 
finally persuaded Goring to comprOilllse. II I.' 
ousled hiS beleaguered prmcgc Diels on 20 
April 1934 and 3ppolllI('d Hllumler .IS Chief of 
the Prussia n Gestapo, with 5S-BrigadefUhrer 
Reinhard Heydrich as his deputy. Onl)' two 
months bIer. the GoringlHimmler/Heydrich 
triumvirate successfully decapitated the SA in 
the 'Night of the Long KIl1'·es'. 

During 1935, the intrigues continued and 
Himmler took hIS turn al coming into conflict 
with Frick. The !arrer was anxious 10 purlluc 
his aim that all German police forces should 
ultimately be subordinated to him 310ne, as 
Reich ~Iinistcr of the Interior. To that end he 
sought the support of Daluege. still head of the 
uniformed police in Prussia, against Himmler. 
Frick proposed that Daluege should be 
nominated Chief of the German Police on the 
undcrsranding that he would lake hill 
lIl strucrions only from the ,\lini srry of the 
Interior. Not surprillingl) . Daluege expressed 
mterest, but both he and Frick were 
outmanoeuvred by Hinunler and Heydrich, 
who had gOt wind of the plor to underllllllc 
them. On 9 June 1936, Heydrich approached 
Hitler direct a nd presenrcd a strong case for 
giving Himmler the r.lnk of Minister and title 
Chief of the German Police. The crux of 
Heydrich's argument was th3t Hnnmler's 
efficiency and personal loyalty to the Fi.ihrcr 
were beyond question. and he would cut out 
th e 'middle man'. Frick. Frick retaliated bUI 
was successful only III his objecrion that 
Himml~'r should nOt be givcn ministerial rank. 
On 17 Jum' 1936. th e Reichsfuhrer·S5 was 
appoimcd to the newly created government 
POSt of Chid of the German Police in the ReIch 

IME AlLGEMEINE ·SS 

flPlll S 11122 ftlNry 1939, HimW!Iid a hx:J.fWdng ~t Ia Wtrsaw OS a goeSf rJ!tIe dIef cI!he PW:sh Poke. lis nur 'MIl, SMn monlfts~, was to 
(JI(I (~ 55 !loops who ha:I p!I!IOpl!ed IIIht C(1I'qJISI rJ Pckn:I 

.\i1mltrry of the Interior (Chef def DeutSChen 
Pull/ ei im Reichsministerium des Inncrn l, 
.l11 !>werable only to Hitler. Herdrich was 
r('warded for hiS e{fons by being put in charge 
o f the sc!("urit)' police, 3nd Daluege accepred 
(ommand of the uniformed police. The emire 
" stem was reorganised around these two 
maJor diVISions and, with the introduction of a 
'>Cries of new police uniforms. all vestiges of the 
old Lander forces finally disappeared. 

Baski ng in hi .. impressive new title. which 
hMj to be abbreviated in offiCIal curres. 
pondence to RfS5uChdDtPol, Ilimmler was 
now the undIsputed head of two important but 
,epar:ue organisations: the 5S and the nation31 
pulice. The police, howe,'('r. by far the more 
powerful and iTllfUsi,e agency, affect111g the 
d,lily lives of the entire German populatIon. 
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conSIsted of individu:tls who were nOt r3clally 
screened and , more Importantly. not always 
politically reliable. Consequentl) .. one of 
Himmlcfll first actions on assuming command 
was to expel twen ty- two police colonels, 
hundreds of junior officers and thousands of 
NCOs who were considered to have socialist 
s)'rnpathies. The end resuh. in terms of lost 
expenencc. was catastrophic. Those dIsmISsed 
had been professionals, and totally outclassed 
the SS men brought in to replace them. Man} 
had to he reinstated ;)f[(~r a hasril y arranged 
programme of Nazi indoctrination. 

The Naz.(icatlon of the exis ting police 
membership was a sho rt-term expedient. 
howe,·er. Himmler now began to formulate hIS 
sreate~r projl'Ct. the complete merger of the 55 
and police into a single Staarsschutzkorps, or 
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State ProtectIOn Corps. so that the 
comenlional police forces could be don~ away 
with altogether. This was to be achieved first 

by rcorg.'lni~alion and then by tht absorption 
of polin' personnel into the 55. Acceptable 
members of the uniformed pobce would join 
the AlIgemrine·SS. forming interim 55-Police 
units In the major cities. while se..:urity 
policemen who fulfilled the various racial dnd 
ideological requirements of the 5S would enrol 
in the SO. In autumn 1936. as thc first Sf.1gC In 

this process, various SD Icaders were 
appointed Inspectors of Secu rity Police and 
charged with promoting the gradual fusion of 
the Gestapo. Kripo and SO. A year l~lIcr, the 5S 
Oberabschnltlc commanders became the first 
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Hohcre 55- und Pol!zel(i.ihrer. assuming 
responsibilirv for all SS and police formations 
;n theIr regIons. Mo~t important of :tIl, a great 
recruiling drive was set in motion al Ihe 

beginning of 1938 to encourage young 
members of Ihe AlIgcmc1I1e·SS to join the 
police as a full· ume career. The ulumate 
intention was to replace the older and retiring 
police officers wirh 'ne" blood' so Ihat. 

Ihrough a progression of se1eclin~ recruilmenl. 
accelerated promotion and natural wastage, 

the StaatsSChuI1korps would be 10 full 
operation and the police disbanded by 1955. 

With the objeCt of picking only the most 

reliabll' servi ng members of the police for 
acceptance into the 55, Htmmler issued a 

THE ilLGEMEINE-SS 

R.lnk Panty Decree on 26 June 1938. \\ hich 
Iud down Ihe following proVIsions: 

III Mtmbcrs of the police could, on 
appliC:lIlOn. be accepred inro the 55 
pwvidcd that: 

.I) They fulfilled general S5 recruiting 
conditions: and 

h ) They had been membe rs of the 
N5DAP or :any of its organisallons 
before 30 January 1933, or 
they had been Patron Members (FM ) 

of the 5S before 30 Januaf)' 1933, or 
they had served fo r a t least three years 
in the police under RfSS command 
and had proved themselves 
satisfaclor}'. 

Tht:' Reichsfi.ihrer·SS resened to 
himself th e.- righl to authorise Ihe 

acceptance of any further calegorics of 
pt:rsons. Including most Police 
generals who would normally have 

been rejected b)' [he 5S on account of 
their age. 

(ii i) Acceptance into the 55 would take 
place accordmg to the police rank 
ht'ld. 

1\ , Police civilian emplo)'t'es could be 
IIlcorpor;ucd mta the 55 with 5S rank 
co rres ponding to their Civil Sen' ice 
grade. 

I, Rank pMity promotions would take 
place from case to cast'. as required. 

The effect of proviSIon (i) of the deene wa~ 

th.n anI) raciallr and physically sUllable and 
poll rically reliable member~ of the police 

wou ld be accepted imo the SS and, thert'after, 
Intu the Intended StaatsschurzkorplO. 
However, provisions (ii ) to (v) threalened to 

swa mp du.· Allgememe·55 with police officials 
wh o were to be :wtOmatically given SS ranks 

,orresponding to their status in the pulice, 
even though they had nen:r held any iuniar 
..,\ positions betort:'. For instance, a police 
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Oberwachrmeister would enter the )S as a 
Hauplscharfuhrer. an Inspektor as an 
ObcrsturmHlhrer. an Oberst as a 5tand· 
artcnfi.lhrer, and so all. Consequcm ly, a 
practical ceiling had to be pUI on the number 
of police men who cou ld be Incorporated into 
the SS each year, and competition for places 
became fierce. Successful applicants were 
normally taken into the S5 Slaml1lab· 
reilungen, without any real powers of 
opera rional 5S command, and were permitted 
ro wear the S5 runes embroidered on a patch 
below the left breast pockel of the police 

tunic. 
The outbreak of war in 1939 deal! a 

mortal blow to the steady progression 
towards a Staatsschutzkorps. for the majority 
of tht:' finest potential police r('eruirs from the 
Aligemeine·S5 were suddenl>' swallowed up 
br the Wehrmacht. Neverrheless, the 
:\cceptance of serving police men into the 55 
o rganisa ti on conrinued apace. During 
October 1939, no less than 16,000 members 
of the uniformed police were called up ell 

masse ro form the Polizei·Division, a combat 
unit affiliated to the \Vaffcn·5S, which fought 
on the westC'rn front and in Russia. Its 

soldIers were not obliged 10 pass the SS racial 
and physical requirements and so were not 
initiall y conSIdered to be full SS men, 
although by Febru3r), 1942 rhey had 
distinguished themselves sufficiently in bailie 
to be completely illlegraled illlo the \Vaffen4 

55. Over 30 heavily armed police regiments 
also served under SS command as occupation 
troopS throughout Europe. and in February 
1945 an SS·Polizt:'i·Grenadier·DiviSlon was 
raIsed wilh cadre personnel from rhe police 
school al Dn·sden. The Sraatsschurzkorps 
idea was ultlmatciy overtaken by e\·ents and 
ne\'er came to fruition. However, while the 
German police .1I",a),s managed to retai n its 
position as a rechlllcally .. epa rate entiry, its 
operational independence was rapidly eroded 
III real [(.·rms through cominual SS 
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Ktrl DIUge ., IIle 1rif00m of SS<lbem-6!uwenfU/ltllf ood Genero\obersI 
der Poilei, 24 .,1943. flam Iflrs nmeoo, he was coollll!JRv iI end 
was, Inlix'. only setTkOllS(ioos when bonged (Ii the end oIlhe WOI. 

infilt r3Tion . By the end of the war. H immlcr 
had inevi tab ly succee ded fric k as Reich 
Mini ster of the Inrerior, and he <lnd his S5 
genera ls completely dominated ,Ill branches 
of bo th the uniformed an d securiq - police 

forces across the Reich. 
B)" far the larger of the two main divisions 

of th e Ge rma n po lice was th e Ord­
nungspolizci or Orpo. the so-ca lled 'Order 
Police', which comprised 311 uniformed civil 
pol ice person nel. From ItS inception in 1936, 
O rpo was co mmanded by Kurt Daluege, 
w hose powe rful posi t io n quali fied h im to 

become one of the firs l Three 55·0beTsl­
Gruppen fuh rcr in Apri l 1942, the otht·( twO 
be ing )-ra n I Xa\'er Schwarz .lltd 'Sepp' 
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DielrJch. T he following year he was made 
Deputy Reichspro tektor of Bohemia and 
Mo ravia., and the da)'+ro-day run n ing of 
Orpo fell to SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Alfred 
Wlll1nenbcrg, fo rmerly commander of the 55-
Polizei-O ivision. By th at ti mt', the 
AlIg('mellle·S5 had permea ted every aspect of 
the uniformed police system. 5 -p,m ern rank 
insignia were sporled by police generals. SS­
style swords w("re worn by police officers and 

NCOs, and 55- type flags and standards were 
car r ied b)' police units all ceremon ia l 
occasio ns. A deparrmelH known as rh e 
H auptstel le def H auptamt Ordnungspo lizel 
had been set up w ithi n tbe Reichsfiihrung-SS 
to advise H imm ler on all ma tters concerning 
th e uniformed pol ice and. as Chef der 
Deurschen Poli zei. he made policy decisions 
regarding irs o perations and deploymenr. In 
effect, the mass ive Orpo o rganisation had 
become s u bordi nate to, and took us 
lIlstructl o n ~ from, the leadership of t he 

Allgemeine-SS. 
B)' the end of the waf, the O rdnu ngspolizei 

had expanded to includl' a large nu m be r of 
dis tim:t police formations, each with irs own 
purpose and often irs own series of uniforms. 

These groups a rc listed below. 

1. THl:. SCHUTZPOLIZEI 
T he Schutzpo lizei, or Protection Po lice. 
comp r ised th~ regular m unicipal 'beat 
bobbies' of the T hi rd Reich and num bered 
• Hound 200,000 men in 1943. Thi s branc h 
was itsel f subdivided into th~ SchutZ.palize; 
des Reiches, whose Ju r isd ictio n extended 
throughout Germany, and rhe Scbutzpolizei 
des Geme inden, who operated only w ithin 
their own towns. In 3ddition, companies of 
Sch utzpolizei were o rganised into 
Kasernie rrepol izei o r Bar racked Police. 
equipped w ith armoured c.:ars. machine guns 
and gren:'ldes. Their function was to act as a 
mobile rese rve to back up t he local police 
w hen additio na l manpower was needed in 

IHE AlLGEMEINE ·IS 

I.mc~ of mass demonstrations or ~1I11il3r 

rVt'nts_ A([er 1936, recruits (or the 

S..:hutlpolizei were taken prim3rily from the 
\1I~e rneine-5S and the \'(/ehrmacht. T heir 

InITia l naming by SS lect u rers emphasised 
pnlitical indoctrination and was followed by 
"reci,d ised instruction at one of the th irty 
polICe ~chools scattered across Germany, the 
mall1 ones be ing :It Berli n- K6penick and at 
f~lr~ten fe l dbruck nea r Mu nich . T he 
InspeclOr-Gene ral of Po lice Sc hools was a n 
S,-Gruppenfiihrer, Adolf von Bomhard. 

Z. THE GENDARMERIE 
The Gendarmerie or Ru ral Po lice. under 5S­
(;ruppenfi.i hre r August I" l eyszne r. cove red 
landwa rd dislricrs and sma ll commun ities of 
k~) Ihan 2,000 inhabitants. T hey we re 
p<lrlicularly adept 3t comba tt ing poachi ng, 
detCl:ting black market slaughtering of animals, 
Jnd the like. In t hose a reas of the Reich, 
induding the occupied territories. that were or 
a mounral nous na t ure or pro ne [Q heavy 
!>nnwfall, members of the Gendarmerie skilled 
io .. kiing and moun ta ineering were emplo)'!:d. 

Ther had to undergo rigorous training at the 
Hcx:hgebirgs Gendarmerie Schools at Ohcrjoch 
bt"l Ilindelang, Sudcl fcld am Wendelstein and 
kit.l;b uhel in the Tirol. In J ,lI1u ary 1942. a 
scpar3te branch of Ihe Gendarmerie known as 
th~ Landwacht or Rural Guard \V3S set up by 
Honmler to supervise prisoners-of-war engaged 
III :'Igricultu ral wo rk. It was recr uired from 
nldt'r policemen and disabled SS ex-servicemen . 
,\tter 10 J uly 1944, mil itar), prisoner-of-wa r 
camps themsdves were put unde r the 
;ldministration of the 55 and police, \\I il l1 
rc~ponsibility fo r running them being placed in 
the hands of SS-Obcrgruppenfi.ih rer Berger. 

3. T ilt Vf:R\VALTUNGSPOLlZEl 
Tht' Verw3 lrungspolizei, commanded by 5S­
Ohergruppen flihrer Augus t Frank, waS t he 
.~dmlOistra rj\'e bra nch of Orpo, units of which 
Wtore atwched to each police he3dquarters. Their 
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V;lrio us duties included record keeping. the 
enforcement of statutory regulations affecring 
the:mcs, factories and shops, the registf<uion of 
foreign na rionals. and tht Issui ng of firear ms 

licences, travel permits, erc. This administrative 
fo rce took in the forme r Gesundhe il spolizci 
(H ealth Police), Gewerbepolizei (Factory and 
Shops Police) and Baupoli7..ei (Bui ldings Police). 
M any- Verwahungspolizl'i emp loyees were 
civilians, who had lx"tn g.i\'en extensive periods 
of training at the SS and police administrarive 
schools. 

4. T/-I£ Vf.RKEHRSPOLlZ£l AND 
MOTOR/SfERTE GENDARMERIE 

The Verkchrspolizei, or M unicipal Traffic 
Po lice, consisted of specia ll }' trained units of 
men who we re stationed alongside the 

Kasernierrepolizei in all major German cities. 
They rcgula led tra ffic and pa lfolled the mai n 
roads in rheir a reas, and were wel l versed in the 
field of rraffic law. T he Verkch rspolizei was 
responsible fo r t he p reventio n of traffic 
accidents, piecing toget her and recordi ng Ihe 
causes of accidents, and escorri ng abnormal 
loads, am bulances and o rhe r emergency 
vehicles. The MOtorisien e Genda rmerie was 
fo rmed (Q cope with the increase in tra ffic on 
rural roads and (he new nerwork of autobahn­
o r motorways bei ng bui lt across Germany. 
Unlike the Verkeh rspol izei, their iu risdiction 
was nOt limited by geographical divisions. They 

were o rga nised into Bereilschaften or mobile 
reserves conraining t hree or four platoons o f 
men and vehicles_ each loca ted in barracks at 

strategic points on the German highw3y sysrem. 
The wa il of their sirens could ohen be hea rd as 
t hey provided high-speed escorts fo r NSDAI) 
leaders rravelling throughout the Reich. 

5. T HE \VASSERSCHUTZPO LlZ£1 
The Wassersch utzpol izei. or Waterways 
Pro tectioll Pol ice, was respo ns ible for 
po licing and p3trolling al l n:l vigab lc inl3nd 
r ive rs and canals, reg u lating wa terborne 
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traffic, prc,"enring smuggling. enfon':U1g .. "Iery 
and securi ty measures and IOspccling 
W31erways shipping. It was suppleml!nted 
during Ihe war by spt-cia] units of the 
AlIg('mcine'SS known as Hafensiche rung­
struppen, o r Pon Security Troops. whLch 
patrolled lhe waterfronts and malor portS of 
the coasral SS Oberabschnine in co-operation 
with the police authorities and rhe D. In 
addition. by a proclamation of 55·0beT­
gruppenfithrer Karl Kaufmann, GauleIter of 
Hamburg and ReICh Commissioner for Occan 

:lVig3f1on, all sh ips which were operating for 
Gl'nmll}"s war effort in the Baltic and North 
Sea arcas, :wd which wert manned partiall~' 
or entirely by Oanes. Ourchmen, Norwegl3ns 
and other non-Germans. had on board SQ­

called SS-Bordschutzlnannscbaften. These 5S 
Shipboard 5ecurity Cr('ws were assigned by 
the Filhrer of the Oberabschni"c: from whosr 
portS the vessels S3i1ed, and they were used to 
man flak guns and generall} assist the 
Germ .. n oificeri in maintaining order on the 
.;hlps. 

6. THE BAHNSCHUTZPOUZE.I 
The Bahnschutzpolizel. or Railway Police. 
recrulled primarily from Deutsche 
Reichsbahn employees who hdd parHlml' 
membership of the Allgemeine-55 or SA. were 
J.rmed with rifles and machine-guns and were 
charged with protecting railway propert y, 
preventing espionage and sabOlage, and 
maintaining la\ ... · and order on trains and at 
Slations. They were assisted by Ihe 
Reichsbahn \XTa sse rsch ulzpolizel which 
palrolled railway facilities associated with 
harbours, can31s 3nd inland w;:nerw.lYs. 

7_ THE POSTSCHUTZ 
The: I'ostschutz, or Postal Prmecl ion Sen'ice. 
had Iht' responsibili ty of protecting and 
m3intAining the security of all pasl offices 
and other post31 estabiLshmt'nts, together 
with mail. telephone and telegraph sen 'ices 
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rhroug.houl th(' Reich. Prior to 1942 the 
4.500-Hrong Posl~chutz was under the 
COnlrol of the l'ostmJste r- General, NSKK ­
Obcrgruppenfiihrer Dr Wilhelm Ohnesorge. 
hut 111 MJr..:h of thar year, upon the dlfCCllons 
of I fidtr, Ir wa~ cOl1lplcu'l~ incorporated imo 
the Allgemell1e-~5 and redesignated 3S thc SS­
Post~chul:Z. From then on. S5 collar patchr~ 
were \\ Orn with tnt Postschutt uniform. 

R. THb Ff..Uf.RSCI IUTZPOL/Zl:.l 
All of Germany's provII1ciai fire brigades 
wcr(' II1corporated into Ihe Ordnungspoll1.ei 
In 1938 under the title Ftucrschurzpo]izcl, or 
fire Protection Police , which thereafter 
directed fire-fighting and fire pre\'entlon 
across the Rekh. ihe size of th~ Fire 
Protection Po lice was fixed in accordance 
With the loca l populalion . and in those towns 
WIth more than 150.000 reSidents auxihary 
fire brigades known as Freiwillige 
Feuerwchren were established on a volunrarr 
basis to .ISSlst the regulars. At the height of 
the wartlnw air r.lids on Germany. ,he fire­
figh ling services numbered over 1.700.000 
m('n =wd women. all of whom were 
techlllcally under the command of S­
Gru ppenfuhrt:r Dr Johanne~ ~lleyer, the: 
Inspector-General of the Feuerschutzpo\izCl. 

9_ TIlE LUFTSCHU17.I'OUZEI 
GernHln~" s civil defence system comp rised 
three main bodies. The first was the 
Keichsl ufrschutzbund or RLB, which engaged 
in tht' widespread CIVil ddence training of the 
civilian population. The second was the 
LuftschuLl. Warndienst or LSW. which aCfed 
like 8rit3.ln's ROY::l1 Ob~r\'er Corps in al~rting 
the local populace to impending air attacks. 
The third bod}' was the 5icherhc=iu- und 
Hilfsdi ensl Qr SHOo the Security and 
As~istance Sen ice, a highly mobile rl!scue 
or~3nisation which rendered immcdiare help 
10 trapped and injured air raid \'Jctims. The 
equIpment used in thei r dangerous work 
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"1,luded hfdr.lulic jacks. cutting m.u.:hin('s 
:.10,1 "r~I.LI1g tools. During th(' war. the RLn 
\lid ,lie L~\'(I came under tbe dlrt'C[ comrol of 
Ih.- \ .tnouS N DAP Gaulelter~. who~c 

r('\rtlmlhlhu~ tncluded Civil dcfen.:e III tht'lr 
L~ue. The HO, howe\ t'r. \..... abllorbed !t1l0 
Ihe po lice In }'l:Jr 1942, renaOl<'d the 
I ult~ ... blll7",olilCi and issued \\ jlh police 
1n\1~IIHl. _\ 'Iemhers were housed In b:lrracks 
nil ~1 rotating basis. i.c. tht')' wen' allowed 10 
.. leep :11 hOl11c c\cr} second flight. and wt'rc 
exempt from conscription inro rhe Wehnn3cht 
.1:' ~crvu:e wl[h the Luftschutzpolizei \Va.; .1 
",',"l'r\,ed occupa tion. Con)('quentiy, tho.;e who 
\\ crt' also in the AJ1~cmeine-SS could keep IIp 
Ihtl r normal SS acti\ ities. air raids permitllng. 

W. IHI TFCH\'ISCHE rOTHfLFE 
1 ill' Technischc Nothdfe, or TeNo, \\'.1~ a 
lc-JmlCdl Emergency Corps founded inirial1} a~ 
a .. trlke-hreaking organisatIon by the 
l!.'WnTlme-nt m Seplember 1919, .Ind u';w later 
.1~ 'J le( hnic;)1 resene 111 ClSes of natural 
dls.J .. ter. In 1937. it was incorporat('d inro the­
Ordnungspoli7ei and SCI the [;)sk of deeding 
\\ Ith hreakdowns in public srn:ices and utilities 
,u.,;h J) ga.;. water and elet'Tricity, p;:lrticuI3rly 
alter .tlr rald~. A sccond and morc remote 
r" lpu~e was 10 meel potential tl,\Colutionar) 
l.on Jlltons in the- 'Theatre of War Inner 
( ,crmany'. as Himmler liked to call the home 
twnr where the mnjoriry of his foret'S operated. 
In i1JrJi tion to this domestic work, units known 
;.h TeNo Kommand os lahoured wuh the­
\\'ehrm:lc ht 0 11 front-line construction and 
re-palr. From 1943 the 100,000 members of 
I(" No weft' authorised to wear S5-sryle rank 
h.ld~es. The- wartime Chef de-r Te No was 5S­
(J ruppenfi.ihre r Hans WemrelCh. later 
~ucceedeJ by Will\' Sdm'lelcher. 

11 . rHE SS-HNKSCHl'TZ 
tn 1941. the Allg('meine·S5 .lssumed 
rc ~ponsibilLrr ior Ih e protection of radm 
'ration!> becau!>c uf their vulnembilit) to 
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~3botase In wanimt . To tha t end, an SS­
Funkschutl, or Radio Guard. was 
e~tablish~d. It ultimately policed all the 
offici.1l rJdlo ~tallon.;, or Reichssender. raided 
tilLclt r.,dlo !>t3110n~ and dele ted i11egal 
h)lcl1Ing to for\'ign $latiOnS. Members \\ Or(' 
standard Aligemcine-S uniform with [he 
addi tion of J gorget be.tring the legend '55-
Funk5(.-hUl:z· while on duty. 

12. THE. WlERKSCHUTZPOLlZEI 
M embe rs of the Werkschutzpolizej, or 
!-:leror}' PrOlectlOn Police. were Sl:Hioned ~lt 

Importanr IIlduStri(ll ol1cerns to act <IS 
fanory guards a nd watchml'n. and were 
under tht: command of the Fuhrer of the SS 
Oherahschnitt in which their factory W3S 
sit('d. They \\ere generally kill~d OUt wilh 
surplus black Allgemeine-55 uniforms and 
outdated Prussian-blue firt' service uniforms, 
to which the~' attached their own Insignia. 

IJ~ 194J therefore. Ihro ugh his continued 
abso rption of uniformed police 
respon.;ibilities, Himmler had succeeded in 
achie\'ing ultimat(, control of all con\'enrional 
German polLce (orces. the fire brigade, 
r;lIlway and POSt office guards. rescue and 
efncrgcm:y lICt\'lC(,!o, and eve n night 
watchmen. ~ I o rco\'(' r. the corre-sponding 
domestic police forces in (he conquered 
territories also came under his authority. The 
... (:t1\'e r\l1g('meim··SS proper was by that time 
a relatively small organisation in its own 
ri ght, and Tlumeric311y far inferior to the 
Waffen-SS. Ilowcvcr, li S leaders directed the 
uper3 ti ons uf hundreds of thousands of 
uniformed policemen throughom the Gr('arer 
German Reich, and had access to their 
IntImate local knowledge. In that way, the 
uft-maLgned :U1d facelc:!o~ bureaucrats of Ibe 
r\lIgemeine- S~ hier<lrchy exe rci5ed a power 
and IOfiuence more widespread and effecti\'e 
than .In)'thing contemplated by theIr fighting 
cornrJde) ill tne Waffen- . . who naturally 
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recci\cd :111 thc propaganda publiCIty dunng 

the \'.1r. 

JUSt as the German police n('(work could 
be split into tWO dL~linct groupings, rhe 
uniformed pohce and (he secunf) police. so 
the secunty police farecs themselves 
comprised twO enrire]), separ,lte dl\'isiom 
prior to ~cptember 1939, namely those of the 
NaZI pany and those of the stale. The 
principal party force was the $icherheitsdiensr 
des RfSS. or SD, the S5 security se rvice, 
which absorbed all mher inrelligence services 
of the NSDAP ill June \934. The state force 
was known a.§ the Sicherheirspolizei. or Sipo 
(Sec uril y Police ), a general admini st rative 

term used 10 co\'{'r both the traditional 
Kriminalpolizei, or Kripo (Criminal Police), 

S~ ReRnd I\eyIbII of 1m deslll1937 The 55 deo!h's 
haod riJJ (II' be seen deIJIy on 116 \efr Iud. 
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and the more recentl), formed Geheime 
Sta:mpolizel. or Gestapo (Pohucal Pollee). In 
1939. all of these groups were united as part 
of Ihe 5taatsschuiLkorps programme (0 

lx'come departments of a single newly cre,)led 

S5 IlauptJ.rnt, the Reichssicherheitshaupto.nu. 
o r R51-1A (Reich Cenrral Security Office). 
These main security police bodies arc best 
described in turn. to mdlcate their wide­
ranging responsibili ties and the power which 
the 55 obtained by taking (hem over under 

Hllnmler's authority. 

I. THF SD 
In June 1931, H irnmler accepted Reinhard 
H eydrich. a former n:wal communications 

officer. into th~' SS a!> a 5turmfiihrer and set 
him rhe task of organ ising an 5S intelligence 

serv ice to keep watch on the political 
opposition. Inlll:lll)' known as Department Ie 
of the 5S-Amt, or the Ie-Dienst, then as (he 

Press and Information Service. it was finally 
renamed Ih e Siche rh eitsdlenSI des 
Reichsfuhrers-SS (Secu rit y Sen'ice of the 
Reichsfllhrer-5S 1. o r D. in June 1932. By 
Ihal time, He~'d rich had been promoted to 

SS- turmbannfuhrer and with a staff of seven 
civilians es tablished his small SD 
headquJ.rters In Munich. When rhe Nazis 
came to power at the beginning of 1933, thC' 
50 h.ld no morC' than 200 personnel. most of 
whom were attachtd to the va riou s 
Ab<;chnitte H Qs Ihroughout German),. 
During the 1933-4 period , however, the 
<;e rvice was ex panded and man y doctors. 
lawyers and other academICS who applied 10 

101ll the Allgemeine-S5 were advised thai their 

best prospects for advancement wllhln the 
organisation lar wilh Ihe SO branch. As soon 
as HI/JlIuler took over Ihe Gestapo in April 
1934. Heyd rich, by then a Brigadefiihrer. 
reorgamsed it and placed as many of his SO 
men as possible in posllions where the} could 
observe th e activities of the political police 
and gain "3Iuable experience. H owever, 
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Ich ough the SO cOTltlnued as a separale 
cl1 m~. II had neither the manpower nor the 
l'rerme to replace the existing political 
pol1.:e altogerher. Hllnmler's original plan to 
m,,:Mjlomte all memhers of the Sipo imo the 
"n w.n continually frustrated. 3nd by 
J.lIlU.1r) 1938 Ihe SO still had on I) 5.000 full -
1I1lle' and honorary members across Ihe Reich. 
III lact. with the formation of the RSHA the 
lol luwing )'ear. the SO e,'entually hecame 

\u r t'rfluolls and waS itself almost completel} 
.1 l"o \ orbed IIlIo rhe securil) police. Irs 
l Olltinlled existence as :l separa te branch of 
th e: Al lgemeine ·55 was due solely to 

111I\1Inle r's desire to rerain his 50's 1I1l1que 
po,ition as the on I}' intclligence .lgenc) or the 
:";~I)A P. 

The remit of the SD gradu3lly cxpanded 
tfll m pure ly political intclligence 10 social, 
lXunomlC and religiOUS matters. and became 

~ <l 1 11cwhat 'airy-fairy'. Its members made 
Jt: t.lIled studies of communism. Judaism. the 
In.:t rlnc of papal supremacy, Freemasonr~', 

.l\lrology. religious secrs and the forces (If 
re.ldlon generall~. Th('~' were concerned not 

\0 much with actual and current securitr 
r ru blems as with percel\ed Ideological 
qUI.' \uons. They dehed into the influence of 
Bul~he\isl1l on .1\la)onic circles ahroad, and 
looked at the symboli sm of top hars at Elon. 
rile) studied Jewish economics and the black 
1I1.lTket in currency. They propounded {he 
rheory thai by 1960 communism would 

hecome a religion centred in Asia. designed to 

Jt' ... lro~ Ihe whole white world. By the time 
W.lr hrokc out. m :lI1y members of thc SO had 

ht'come someth1l1g of a bughing stock among 
Ihclr colleagues in the Sipo who were eng.lgcd 

in the real day-to-day struggle against 
l:n mHlals. saboreurs and active enemies of the 
,r,ue. 

The con nOlallons of dread and horror 
'" hll:11 later attached themseh'es to Ihe SO Hl 
lX,,:upled Europe and RUSSia stemmed from 
the f.let that ,1\1 members of Ihe secuflt} 
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Seo.tiIy Pok. ~ a Mped'~ hoose II WIJ\OW. No¥ermer 1939, 
/rioIe Ihe 'I'of', Le. 'Poizi!ll~. Iftfu:!II1Iie ~!De ri!bar Yebide. 

polict sening in Ihe conquered ternrories, 
whether or not ther were members of the 55 
or 51), were instructed (0 wear the grc) 55 
umform With a comhlna tion of SD collar .1Ild 
sleeve Insignia and police shoulder srrap~. 10 

give them rhe protection of military status yet 
al the sa mC' time distinguish them from other 
uniformed 55, police .:'Ind Wehrmacht 
]X'rsollnel. During (he earl~' days of the war, 
security llOlicclllen. who were detested b) Ihe 
fightin~ sernces, had worn civilian clothing 
and there had been occa<;ions whcn they had 
becn convemently 'mistaken for resistance 
people' and shot b} German soldiers! The 
uniform was Iherefore intended to prOtcct 
Ihem as much from their own side as from 
the enemy. The arrO('irit"s carried out by some 
of these Sipo men. particularly those artached 

to txtt"rminarion squads 111 thc east, reflected 
dlrectt~ on the SO proper. the majorit} or 
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whose members WNe engaged almost 
exclusively in academic research. intelligence­
gather in g and poticy formul::nion. In fact. 
while the death squads which penetT,ued deep 
infO SovieT [('rrieory In 194 1 killing 
communists. partisans and Jews as they went 
were en titled 'Einsatzgruppen der Skh­
crhcit)polizei und des SD', only J per cent of 
thclr members were actually SO men. The 
greater number were Waffen-SS (34 per ceml. 
army (18 per cent ) and uniformed police (22 
per cent ). assisted by Gestapo (9 per cem ) 
and Kripo (4 per cent ). 

2. THE GESTAPO 
When the Gestapo was established by Goring 
in 1933, it had thirty-fiye members with a 
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budget of I million Rcichsmarks. Two years 
later. its membership had ri)cn to o\'cr 600 and 
its budget exceeded 40 million Reichsmarks. 
As the politil'al police of the Reich, the 
Gestapo was responsible for gathering 
information on all subversive individuals and 
organisations. carr~' lIlg ou t plain-clothes 
surn~: ilbnc(' operations and raids, and effecting 
arrests on a grand scale. if also decided who 
was to be imerned in concentration camps. At 
ItS Berlm headquarters, the known enemies of 
(he regime, from jehovah's Wirnesses to 

fanatical anti- azb, were c:negori5<'d into one 
ofthe follo\\ing threc groups: 

A I - those to be imprisoned in case of 
probable mobilisation 
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\2. - rhose to be imprisoned III case of 
certain mobilisation 

\ \ - those to be closely supervised in rime 
of war becausc of their potitical 
apath~ 

\'1; htle the SD simply amassed intelligence, the 
(.t·~ tapo had real power to act on the 
Information contained in its files. Ir was Ihe: 
Gestapo which o rgani sed the 'dawn raids ' 
,1nrJ the mfamous 'three o'clock knock'. The 
')0 and Gestapo inevirabty expended a grear 
Jt'a l of energy competing with one anorher 
unt il their amalga mation under rhe RSHA. 

J. THE KRIPO 

I he Kriro comprised regula r police detectives 
who carried out standard criminal 
InHsriga tion work. Like th e Gestapo, the)' 
ope rated in civilian clothes before being 
orrJered to wear Ihe SD uniform during the 
\\ ar. Their main duties were the investigation 
01 ~eflous statutory offences and common 
I::tw crimes such as murder, rape, fraud and 
3r,>on, and the interrogation of suspects. The~' 

.Hrended at break-Ins, took fingerprints, 
I.o llected material evidence and prepared 
rt·lc \,;1I1t rcports. The Kr ipo was the most 
.. ,.Ible and professional of all the security 
r(l lice forces, and was a fa\'oured recruiting 
Jtro und for the Reichssicherheitsdiensl or 
RS D (nor to be confused with the SD), an 
chte forcc which provided small bod yguard 
Jl· tachmems for Himmler and leading Nazis. 
Ir .. com mander \\'a s S5- BrigadefJJhre r Hans 
Rattenhubcr. 

-4. TilE RSHA 
In October 1936, In spectors of Security 
Po lice (lnspekreur der Sicherheilspolizei or 
IdS) were appointed in each SS Obcrabschnitt 
tn Improve co-ordinarion between the SO, the 
c,estapo and rhe Krtpo. Liaison and 
Interdepartmental co-operation improved 
thereafter. and on 27 September 1939 the 
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.I. SwiIy PoIc8~er, c. 1941. TheIDt r¥rI(ohpcrmlS 
decrIy rdnt, os c .. !he ~ ~ _ wID gIMI Wf 10 

pokll'lMns in bury 19~2. rm cifKd IlIl'1 wei 11M! been 0 merrber 

<I .. <I "Imo""""""" ~ 10 ..a., .... "'id 
PIIfI500s Ia1owtog !he ~ rJ I'ol:Ird tn:I Russic. His Qdy 
(OI.IlOOne be&es me ~abIe atrociTies it wIwh he IlIl'1 row: been .-

Sipo and SD were brought together to form 
adjacent departments of a s in gle, all­
('mb ra ci ng S5 I lau ptamt, the Reichs­
sicherhcitshaupranu or RSHA. Once again, a 
gO\'ernmenral or state office:, the Chief of the 
Security Police, and a Nazi parry office. the 
Chief of the Security Service, were merged 
into a ~ingle POSt, Chief of the Security Polic(' 
and ecurit)' Service (Chef der 
5icherheitspoli7ei und des SD, or CSSD )_ 
Needless [Q say, the first CSSD was 5S­
Gruppenfuhrer Reinhard He}'drich. The 
RSHA (often abbreviated to 'RSi-H' in SS 
correspondence to avoid confusion with 
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SIpo ood SO officers wOO~.ed II a ame GIllie _ (oIcnaI Poke 5d'&1OI in RII1lI ~om 910 16 mav 1941 1111 DJted by !he Idoo CiWd 

Mnster. ferulli 

Ru$HA) was dividc=d mto seven departlTlent~. 

or :umer. as follows: 

AmI I Persofllld. This deparrment dealt 
wilh all securi t ), police and SO 
personnel matterS oml was led b~ 
SS-Gruppenfiihrcr Dr \X'crncr BeSt. a 
senior IUrlSt and Herdril:h's deput~ 
lIntil 1940. He wa .. succeeded by 
Bruno Sw:chnbach, Erwin Schulz 
and finally Erich Ehrlinger. 
Streckenbach went on to ('ommand 
the 191h 01\ iSlon of the W-Jffen·S~, 
and Schulz ended the war as scrurit) 

polICe leader In Salzburg. 
Ann II Admm/str.uioll. This effectl\-ely ran 

the RSHA and was also lilnially 
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headed b)' Best. then by Dr Rudolf 
Siegert. and finolly by Josef Spacd, 
Jil SS-SrandanenfUhrcr on the staff 
of Obe rabschnin Donau. 

Arm III SD (H ome). An information 

service. led b~ SS-Gruppcn(uhrer 
Ouo Ohlendorf. whIch collated data 

relating to politics and (:ounter· 
espIOnage wHhm Germany. It 
financed the '5,,1011 Kitty'. a high~ 
class brothel In Berlin popul;H with 
§cnior Nazis and wealthy locals. The 

salon wa.s wired for sound and. 
dependms on what they said dUring 
theIr romps. the chents often found 
themselves hems blackmailed b~ the 
SO or arrc!tted b) tht: 5ipo shonly 
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thereafter. The proStitutes were In 

fact fenlJ.le agents oi the "eCUrity 
police. ;lnd went OUt of their wa)' to 

entice anti-NaZI remarks from their 
partners. 

\mt IV Gestapo. Under SS-Gruppenfuhrer 
I leinrich ~Iult("r. the Gestapo 
mnunued in its set task of 
elinunating the enemies of the Nazi 
reglllle. 

\mt V Kripo. ThIS active depanme:nt 
retained its executive powers in 
dealing with common crime. Its 

long-time commander, 55-
Gruppenfuh rer Arthur Nebe, was 
hanged in 1945 for his compliClt), in 

the attempt to assassin:ue Hitler the 
pre\'ious year. 

-\nll VI SD (Abroad)_ An mtelilgence­

gathermg service directed against 
foreign countries. which also 
organisl'd espionage in enelll~ 

terriror}'. It W;lS led first by 55-
Brig.adefilhrer Heinz JOSt. then by 
\'( 'alter Schellenberg. 

\ nu \'11 IdL'Ologimi Re.search. This dep.mmcm 

was headed by S5·0bcrfuhrer Prof. Dr 
Franz Six . and sounded OUl general 
puhlir opu1Ion on a range of '>ubtt"Cts. 
Working in conjunction wi th the 
,'i(inistry of Propag:Hlda, it monitored 
the progress of the Nazi indoct rination 
of the Germa n people. Dr Six was the 
officer selected to command the 
securny pollee and SO in occupIed 
Brirain - a JlO"t which he ne\er took 
up! 

The al·tlvities of the R5HA \\·tere extremel~· 

\, .tried. ranging from the defamation of 
J ukacht'vskr and other Soviet generals, whICh 
led to Stalin'S purge of the Russian officer 
(orps. to tilt,· liberation of Mussolini b} 
"t korzen{:. commandos. They encomp.lSsed 
.l nti · terrOtlst operations, 3ssasslnations . 
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~onrrol of foreigners in Gernl.ln),. and the 
(olLuion of political files seized from the 
police forces of the occupied ..:oumrieS. When 
the GestJpo took over the administration of 

the Customs Service from the Reich :\ Iinistr) 
of i-ll1ance, horder controls .and the: 
combatting of smuggling also came under the 
Jurisdictlon of the R511A. As CS5D, He)'drich 
controlled one of the maS( complex and all ­
emhracing secum} police ")'stems the world 
had ever seen, and in 1940 his standing on an 
international le\eI was recognised wi th his 
nomma t lO n to rhe POSt of President of 
Interpol. 

A surpnsingl), high percentage of scnior S5 
officers were attached to the RSH A. since the 
very na ture of ItS work and the expertise 

required for many of its operation:. 
neces;;uated that it should be a 'top hea\·y· 

orgamsauon so f:lr as rank was Concerned. 
Taking il1lo account e\'~ry section of the 55. 
including the vast Waffen-SS. almost a 
qU:lrler of all officer .. holding the rank of 55-
5IUrmbannfuhrer In 1944 (i.e. 7 14 out of 
3,006 or 23.8 per cem) worked with the 
R~HA. Corresponding figures for higher 
mnks were as follow,,: 

Olx'rsrurmbannflihrer 240 our of 1.199 (20°0) 
Standarrenfuhrer 95 out of 6.2.3 (15.2"0 ) 

Oberfilhrer 41 ou t of 274 ( IS'to j 
Brig:ldefuhrer 31 out 0(270 (11.5%) 
Gruppcnfiihrer 7 our of 94 (7.4%) 
Obergruppcnflihrer 4 our oi 9 1 (4 .4% 1 
Oberst·GruppcnflihrerO (Jut of 4 (0% 1 

These statistics urt remarkable, and serve to 
Indic.lte the ~ize and extent of the security 
police nctwork in 1944. for they show that 
no less than one-fifth of all 55 majors and 
colonels at that time were Sipo or SO men. 
Ultimatel}". there were some 6S .000 junior 
secum)' police official~ ~tationed across 

Europe and Russia , fed by o\'er 100.000 local 
informer:.. 
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_.~ImI_ 

On 27 Ma y 1941. f-I eydric.::h, then Dcpury 
Rcichsp rotektor of Bohemia and l\1or3 \' i3 , 
was blown up by Czech agents in Prague and 
he died a week laler. Upon his death . he was 
awardrd the Blood Order (the last 
posthumous beslOwaJ of that revered 
decoration) and he became only the second 
evcr recipient of the Deu tsche r Orden or 
German Order. a new Nazi version of the 
medieval Teutonic Order. He rdrieh's 
3ss3ssIIlarion caused shockw3VCS throughout 
thc Nazi hierarchy and stunned Himmler, as 
it emphasised his own vul nerability to attack. 
His heavily armed personal escort battalion, 
the Begleitbaraillon RfSS, was immediately 

94 

doubled in size. On 1 January 1943. after 
some con<;idcrable anxiety and indecision. 
H immler finally appoin ted 55-0ber­
gruppenflih rer Dr Ernst Kaltenbrunner to fill 
the combined poStS of Chief of the R5HA and 
C5SD. as Heydnch's successor. 

It was ine\-itable that sooner or later the 
R5HA would clash with the Abwehr, [he 
Wehrmacht mtelligence service under 
Admiral Cana ris, but it was not umil Canaris 
was implicated in the 20 Jul y 1944 plO( 
aga in st Hitler that the Abwehr was finally 
absorbed by amter IV and VI of the R5HA, 
leaving the German armed forces as the only 
maior European militar), organisa ti o n 
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\\lI huut its own intelligence network. As the 
\ \ ,If drew to a close, 5ipo and SO mcn 
fu rnished themselves with fal se paptrs and 
.....:u rned underground. only to be rootcd out 
.tgam to face trial for their wartime activities 
nr. more often , to continue in th eir old 
"reciali~t roles as agents of tht Americans or 
Russians, as East and West prepared for what 
th en seemed an almosr unavoidable 
confrontation. 

One parr of the police organisation was 
engaged in more active "ombat duties than 
the rest of Orpo and 5ipo. During the period 
1 94~2, ;t large number of younger members 
llf the Ordnungspo lizei, supplemenred by 
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Allgemeine-55 conscripts, were transferred to 

thirty newly created inde pende nt Po lice 
Regimenrs comprising around 100 battalions, 
each of 500 men. They were o rgani sed and 
equipped on militaq- lines and sen-ed as 
security trOOps in [he occupied counrries. In 
February 1943, these German formations 
were officially designated 55-Police 
Regiments. to distinguish them from the 
recendy formed native 'Police Rin c' units, 
and they subsequently gained a reputation for 
extreme brutality and fanatical loyalty to 

Himmler and the Nazi regime. Relatively few 
55-Police Regiments we re ga rrisoned in the 
WCst. The 4th, 14th, 19th and 29th went to 
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France, and the 26th and 27th to Norway. 
while Denmark was allocated onl y tWO police 
bartalions. In Belgium, no German police 
deployment at all was felt necessary. The 
Italian situation was somewhat more \'olatile. 
wi th widespread panisan acti"iry after 1943. 
and necessn:ucd the presence of the IOlh, 
12th and 15th 55· Police Regiments and 
se\'erallocal units. 

The vast majority of 55-Police Regiments 
were posted to Ru ssia. eastern Europe and 
the Balkans, where roaming partisan bands of 
brIgade strength or even larger caused 
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constant havoc behind the German lines. In 
1942, Himmlcr was made responsible for all 
counter-guerrilla operations, and he 
appointed SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Erich \'on 
dem Bach. formerl}' head of Oberabschnirr 
Nordost, as his Chief of Ami-Partisan Units 
(Chef der Bandenkamph·erbandel. It quickly 
became appa rent Ihal Ihe territories to be 
comrollcd. particu larl y in Ru ssia. were so 
vast that the S5- Police needed additiona l 
support. Conseq uently, various pro-German 
local militias and home guard units composed 
mainly of Balls, Cossacks and Ukrainians 
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were C"onsolidated imo an auxiliary police 
force known as the Schurzmannschaft def 
Ordnungspolizei, or Schuma, I.ncr expanded 
ro include a Schutzmannschaft der 
Sicherheitspolizei. Members of the Schuma 
were generally nationalists al heaft, whose 
main 3im was rhe defeat of communism. and 
they viewed th e Germans as liberalOrs. 
Moreover, on a pranicallcvcl, their ~rvicc in 
the Schuma ensured that rhcy and their 
famities received favourable lTealmeni from 
the Nazis. Schuma units often com mitred 
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ternble atrocities against their ow n 
compatriots, in an effon to pro\-e that their 
10yah1' to the Reich was beyond question and 
that they were 'more Germ3n than Ihl.' 

Germans'. 
In Poland, Iwelve 55-Police Reguncnrs 

supported t he \'(fchrmachl in maintaining 

order, backed up br the Polish police ::and 
twelve $chuma battalIons. Fourteen 55-Police 

Regiments scrved in Byelorussia . as did seven 
Police Rifle Regimenls, which were mixed 
German-Russian unils, and d vast number of 
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S,huma ballalions. In Estonia, Iwent),-six 
5chuma battalions were formed, being 
reJt·,ignated 'Estonian Police Battalions' in 
• \1.1\ 1943 and Issued with German police 
un,lnrms on account of their reliable record. 
An t·,t imated 15,000 Latvians and 13,000 
I l10uan ians served in sixty-four other 
~hurna battalions which were deployed righr 

acroS~ thc eastern from. from Ihe Ostland [Q 
Yugost .. ,-ia. whIle the Ukraine alone supplied 
-:-0,000 mluntecrs to staff a further seventy­
one ';.:huma banal ions. In Croatia. pro-Nazis 
sct up a regimenr::tl -s izcd 'Einsa l zsraffel', 

ba~ed on the Allgemeine-55 and dressed in 
qU.l~l-S5 uniform, and 15,000 more went in[Q 
a mul ti-national 'Ge rman -C roatian Gend­
arillt-rie ' of thirty battalions. On a smaller 
scalt-, the Serbians produced ten auxiliary 
police batta lions, and the Albanians IWO 

Poh,c Rifle Regiments. All of Inese native 
aU~llia ry formations (a nd t here were many 
more than Ihose mentioned briefly here ) were 
completely separate from the foreign legions 
of Ihe Wchrmachl. They were police 
org.lnlsa tions dlrrcrly subordinate to the local 
Orpo and 5ipo commanders and, ultimately, 
rook their orders from H immter t nrough his 
H 5SPfs . In effect, rhey were remote 
eX(t-ns,ons of the Allgemeine-5S, operatlllg in 
Int.'" ()('~upied territories. 

EJch Oberabschnin commander normally 
h('td the pOSt of H ohere SS- und Poliuifu hrer 
I)r HSSPf, the Se n ior 5S and Police 
Com mander in the region. H e acted as 
Hlrnmler's representative and had technical 

lumdiction O\'('r ::til 55 and police formations 
ha~ed in Ihe Obe rabschnitl. The close 

rdations hip bClween the 5 and police 
.-,ubsequen tl y resul ted in a joint ad min­
Istra tion al regional leve l, and this 
.tnulgamarion was particularly convenient in 

newly occupied territories where it was 
nt.'"cessar)' rapidly to set up tried and tested 
at.lmm istrative strucm res for borh the 55 and 
tht- police. In the co nq uered countries. 
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therefore, as In Germany itself, 5S 
headquarters and police command posts were 
usually established in the same building, with 
frequent interdepartmental Ir::tnsfers of staU . 
During 1943-4, Hans Prulzmann became 
Hochsr(' 55- und Polizeifuhre r (Supreme S5 
and Police Commander) in somhern Russia, 
and a similar pOSt w;!.s held b)' Karl WolH in 
Ital y. making these two officers the highest 
ranking of all the HSSPfs. 

5ubordinate ro Ihe H5SPfs, a number of 
local S5 - und Poli1.cifUhrer and Poliz­

eigcbietsfuhrcr directed 55 and po lice 
operations in areas particula rly t roubled by 
partisans ;1nd orher civil insurgents. In 
addition, each major city across Germany 

and the occupied territories had its 
Befehlshaber det Ordnungspolizci (BdO ) and 
its Bcfehlshabcr der 5icherheitspolizei und des 
SO (BdS), whose authori ties were restricted 10 

their local uniformed po lice and securi t y 
police forces, respectively. 

in practice. the ultimate authority of the 
5elllor 55 and Police Commanders was 
increasingly challenged during the war by rhe 
Chiefs of the 55 H aupta m rer, who felt t hat 
rhey should have supre maC)' in all matte rs 
re lating to rhe functio n ing of their 
departments, and also by Waffen-SS generals, 
who demanded total autonomy of action in 
deploying their troops. In so doing, they went 
::tgainst H im mler's direct orders, for the 
H 55 Pf sysrem was dev ised as an essential 
administrative step in the Reichsfiihrer's 

planned progression towards the Staats­
schutzkorps, and he bolstered il 10 the end. 
H e regularl), issued decrees confi rming the 
jurisdiction of his 1-1 55Jlfs over all S5 and 
police offici::tls in their regions, withuut 
exception, specifically including members of 
the Allgemeine -55, Waffen-S5, Orpo , 5ipo 
and SD, and representatives of [he Hauptamt 
RKF and VO~'II. However, as Ihe Reich 
began to fall back on all fronts. [he 1-155Pfs in 
previous ly occupied rerrilOries had their 
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ficfdoms snatched ,IW;)Y from them by the 
advancing Allies, and the ~truggle for surnval 
overtook the grand notion of the State 
Proteerion Corps. By 1945. the HSSPfs had 
become figureheads with little or no me.lns of 
actual!) directing the vast forces sidl 
technically under rhelr command. 

TH E INOUSTRIAl EMPIRE 

As well as bei ng a great consumer of goods 
and materials. rhe SS wa~ also a large-scale 
producer of them. Before the war, Hlmmler 
indulged in limited productive economic 
enterprises, or SS Wirtschahsunterneh· 
mungen, such as th e Apollinaris mineral 
wafer works at Bad Neuenahr. Great 
publicity was gl\'Cn ro the 5S porcelain 
factory at Allach. a satellite of Dachau 
concentration camp, which manufaclUred rop 
quality decorat;\,(' pi('ccs as well as basic 
ceramic utensils for kitchen use. The sword 
smi thy at Dachau. which kept a live the 
tradition of makmg high-gr.lde damascus 
sreel edged weapons, was :wOIher example of 
the acceptable face of the S5 economy. with 
workers bemg very well Heared to protect 
their precious skills. The war. howe\er. and 
Ihe acqUisition of large fertile terTirones. 
grearly en larged the scope of these activities. 
Farming and stock breeding in Poland. and 
lumbering, mining ;lnd fishing in Russi;l, all 
entered the field of S5 economics, Ad hoc 5S 
Economic Operations Units, or \X/in­
schafrskommandos, were formed to co­
ordinate local entrepreneurial projects , and 
between 194 1 and 1944 the 55 exploited the 
wealth, resources and population of the 
conquered E."lst on a massive sca le. 

In wartime Germany Itself, an equally 
great rang(' and even greater nmbition of S5 
economic activi ty was apparent. JUSt a~ the 
55 achieved a fair measure of LIldependl'ncc in 
the sphere of military suppl}. so it sought and 
attained independence in the more general 
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production field. The concentration camp 
system g.1\'e the 55 a \ Iftually 1Ilcxh.lUstibl(' 
source of cheap ('xpendable lahour, and 
where it was not expedierll m any given case 
to set up an 5S enterprise the camr work<'Ts 
I:o uld be farmed uut to private firms or used 
on sub-contract work , for which the SS 
received payment. The prOJccts thus directly 
or Indirectly carried out by the S5 r.1Ilged 
from tailoring to armamentS :l.nd ftom 
quarrylllg to aircraft construction, and nearly 
2 million labourers of both sexes were 
'employed' on Himmler's busmess. By 1944, 
the SS had developed its own comprehensive 
;1Ild widespread economic system in which 
was found rhe raw materials. the factories 
which processed them. the workers who 
handled them, and finally the consumers who 
absorbed {hem. It ultimately (ontrolled more 
than ~OO manufaClurlllg plants. and 
produced - 5 per cent of Germany's non­
alcoholic beverages and practically all of the 
country's furniture. ]\loreover, by virtue of 
this economic acd"it)', the SS maintained 
influential represent.}tl,·es and contacts a t 
many pUllltS throughout normal German 
industrial1ife. Indeed. Hitler often jokt'd Ihal 
Himmler was German)"s blggc:st industrialist ! 

For hiS parr, the Reichsfuhrer attached 
supreme Imporlance to making the best 
possible use of all available concentration 
camp labour. It \\ as planned that the building 
proie~·ts of rhe 5S after the waf would be on 
such a large scale that the crearion of a ca mp 
reserve of 5,000 stonemasons and 10,000 
bncklayers was ord ered in 1942, These 
worker!> would be employed to del1\"('f to rhe 
state at least 100.000 cuhlc metres of granite 
per rear, more [han was ever produced by all 
the quarries in the old Reich. Since there were 
only 4.000 skilled stonemasons III the whole 
of Germany before the Wilr, an c~te n sive 
training programme was instigated. Camp 
commandants were directed to ensure that 
the efficlenc~ of prisoners se lected for 
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twining was increased through the provIsion 
of suitable food and clothing, 3nd willing 
rrainc:es were gLven rewards as an example to 
the indifferent. One of the biggest incentives 
was tbat inmates successfully undergoing 
training were exempt (rom transfer [0 other 
Jess humane camps - ur to exter mination 

camp!). 
For co nstruction and building purposes, 

Germany was sllbst'quenrl~ divided into four 
gre:n SS Work Inspecto rates, th e 55-
Bauinspek uon Reich, with headquarters at 
Berlin. Dachau, Posen and Wiesbaden. The 
w:Hlimr activities carried out by their 
workers included rO:ld making and the 
building of barracks and Iraining grounds. 
Plans TO lay the foundations of a large SS 
rown. rhe 50,c;1 I1 ed '55-Stadt", aro und 
Wewelsburg Castle had to be shelved until 
after the war. Instead, 5S constructi on 
brigades, or SS-Baubrig(ldell, drawn from 
unski ll td concentration ca mp inmates 
assisted in dearing up bombed a reas. (\ large 
number of prisoners were detailed to build 
the extermina tion cam ps, to construct variou); 
experi mental rocket sites .md to trlnsfer vi tal 
war production plant to sccrtt underground 
locations In Germany, before being 
' permanently silenced' . In occupied territories 
it was cusromary to use for ge nera l 
construction purposes formations known as 
SS Front Labour Units. or 5S­
Fron tarbeiterunternehlllen, composed chiefly 
of foreign workers, while building equipment 
stores. or SS-Bauhofe, holding reserve stocks 
of equipment. were maintained in most large 

towns. 
All th is indusrry waS {'o-ord inat ed and 

directed by th e 55 Wlrtschafrs- und 
Verw:al tun gshauptam t or WV HA. rhe SS 
Economic and Adnllnisrrative DepartmelH . 
Command ed by SS-ObergruppenH,hrer 
Osw(lld Pohl. the WVHA was formed in 
,\-larch 1942 by Jmalgamating three existing 

offices: 

I. the old Verwalrungsamt (Adminiiaralive 
Office) of the SS H3uptamt 

2. the Hauptamr Haushalt und Bau tcn 
(Department of Finance and Building) 

3. the (',ffice of the Inspckteur def 
Konunrr:uionslager (I nspectora te of 
Concentration Camps) 

lis cr~atiol\ recognised the potenrial which 
the 55 and police system had for generating 
Its own income, and solved the problem of 
conflict ing interestS and divided authority 
over such quest ions as the allocatio n o f 
prison and concentration ca mp labour. 

As with the othe r SS Hauptarnte r, the 
province of the \Xrv HA covered the whole SS. 
The Allgemeine-SS was, fo r the most part. an 
unpaid and on ly lightly equipped 
organisation, so the administration of both 
supply and finance for that branch did nOt 
requirc a vcry exte nsivc or complicated 
machi ner\'. Nevertheless, the employment of 
full-t ime Allgemei ne.S5 staff. the upkeep of 
Allgemeine-SS properry and the supervision 
of stocks of weapons, unifo rms lnd 
equi pment at regional leyel a ll fell within the 
scope of the WV HA . The Waffen-SS and 
police imposed much la rger claims upon it , 
including the overseeing of administrative 
units of the Waffen-5S, the provision of 
WaUen-55 clothing, and th(.· undertaking of 
engineering and co nstruction work. 
:\40reovcr. a WVHA W irrschaftsfuhrer or 
Econonucs Official was at tached to tbe 
H5SPf in eac h occ upied territory to co­
ordinate the joint adminis t ration o f the S5 
and police. When the a t ional HQ of the 
unifo rmed police was bombed ou t in 
Fcbruary 1944. it moved most of its 
departmems to th~ prem ises of the WVHA, 
which thereafter car ried out se rvices on 
behalf of the Ordnungspolizei not only in the 
occupied territories but a lso in the Rei ch 
proper. In add it ion to these ac ti vities, the 
WVHA was the supreme fin ancial authori ty 
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'vr Ihe SS and ran rhe \:lSI range of SS 
t"-,)!l( llllic undertokmltl>. To a large extent, the 
J·\-to-duy work of the WV H A Wal> 
Jnenrralised and carried out by 
;tJmlll istrati\·e departmem:. of the mrious SS 
I-I .lupc:imter. the administrative officers 
;llt.I .. hcd to the HSS Pfs. and administrative 
~ltl 'lO); at Obc:rabschnln and Abschnirr le\'el. 
bell so, the WVHA remained in charge of 
It.e ~eneral supNvision of all 5S and police 
o.ldrlllmSrranon , and appointed administr:ltive 
rr'f!>onnd. It had to approve the promotions 
01 .lJmilllstra tr ve officers in the nnd police. 
anJ acred in close hal son with the 5S 
i' uhr ungshauptamr regarding administrative 
rUining courses, for which it mainrained tWO 
sr «-I,l list schools at Arolsen and Dach;'lu. The 
~~ \'crwaltungsdienst , or Administrative 
~c:r\·t('e . included for its enlisted r.lnks the 
pmts of accountant . baker. billeting oificial, 
hU h:her, clerk . cook, payma~ter ;'Iud 

<!.wfc kecper_ while officer grades spl'ciahsed In 
Jg.r,,:u lrure, engineering. forestry and mining, 
;)5 wd l as general admi nistrative duties. The 
S~ nl.:l irlt3ined its own system of supply 
dl .. t m~t from th a t of the Wehrmachr, for 
\ ... 1111':" purpose a large network of d('pots and 
st(tr~ .. was built up ill Germany and Ihe 

u .... upu.·d terrt((Jries. Opt·rationally, these 
\-o.lOlC undcr the comrol of the 5S 
Fuhr ungl>haupt:lInr, bur rh e actual 
re~ronsibiHtr for supply was divided between 
~h~ Fuhrungs hauptamt and the WVHA. 
Bn1Jd ly speaking, the former dealt with arms. 
3Hlrnunition lnd other technical equipment. 
\\ lule the laner was responsible for rations, 
d"lh ing. wood, coal, fodder Jnd personal 
Item). The WVI-IA aho engaged In the bulk 
pur"hal>e of leather and textiles, althou~h all 
Hiner raw materia ls were :lcquired for rhe S5 
fl\- a ~pe'ial Rohstuffamt (Raw ,\olaterials 
llttlc:r J artaehed to the Personlicher Stab 
R t\~_ 

Ih' 1945. the WVHA had developed to 
tn .. u rpor:llc fh'e distinct branches. or 
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AOl tsgruppcn, with general allocation of 
functions as follows: 

AOlt.sgruppe A Fin:1ncc, Law and Admll1ls­
tration ISS-Brtgadefiihrcr 
Heinz Fanslau) 

J\mlsgrupp(' B Suppl)', Billering and 
Equipment 155-
Gruppenfi.ihrer Georg 
Lorner) 

Anmgruppe C Works and Buildtngs (55-
Gruppenfuhrer Dr Hans 
Kammler) 

Amtsgruppe D Co nccntrat ion Camps (55-
Gruppenfuhrer Richard 
Ghi..:ks) 

Anusgruppe WI Economic Enterprises ( 5-
GruppenfUhrer Au~us t 
Frank) 

Pohl pro\'ed to be a very capable 
admimstrarur of the entire system, and by the 
end of Ih c war thc WVH A had attained a 
nationwide economic imperium for the S5. 

Amtsgruppe \'iI was subdivided into eight 
disrinct departments or amter a t the end of 
1944. These arc detailed in the rable on 
p. 104, toge th er wirh the m:lin aCtivities 
comjng under rheir jurisdiction. to show the 
im mense va riery of S5 e nterpri~es being 
undertaken at that time. Due to its very 
nature, Amtsgruppe \V was considerab lr 
decentralised, with each of its amter located 
away from the WVHA headquarters. 

The massi,'e concentration camp industry 
was supervised on the ground by only a few 
junior 5S officers and NCOs, assisted by a 
la rge number of foreign au:.:iliar~' uoops and 
senior inma tes known as :il te5 tc n. T hese 
inma tes acted as works fori"me n o r Kapos, 
and We re free &om all other camp duties. 
Politt..:al prisoners and h:1rdcned habitual 
criminals were usually l·ntrusted with such 
jobs since they often wielded great influence 
o\'er rheir comradl's. Many clerical positions 
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AMTSCR UPI'E \\' - THE SS I:.CONO.\IIC Er..'TI:R"JH~I..s 

D"lttscJu' Erd- lmd Stclltl('erke GmbH. IIr D.E.Sr. (German Cla~ and Brickworks 
Co .. l.ldl under SS-Obcrsturmbannfuhrcr Karl .\lummenthe~. 

Section J: Bnckworks. 
These wert' located .If Slchsenhausen, Neul'ngamnn-. Buchenwald and Stunhuf 
cuncentratlon ctI mps. 

Section 2: QUilrrics. 
This seclion supervls('d gr;lIHfC qU:lrries at Maurhausen, Gross-Koscn. Flo~senburg 
and Nartweller; stone quarm:s at ROlau and Linz; m.\sonry 31 Oranienburg: gra vel 
dredgin~ at Auschwitz; and an oil shale research disriUC'ry al Narzweiler. 

Scenon 3: Potrerr and I)orcdalll Works. 

AMTII 

Section I! 

~CCtiOIl 1: 

)cenon 3: 

AMT III 
Section 1: 

ecrion 2: 

AMTIV 

Section 1: 

These were in opera tion al Allach. Dach:m :lnd also in Bohemia. 

8:lIIstoffswcrkc //ltd Zeme"tfabrtkell (Buildi ng Materia ls and Cemenr Factories) 
under 55-0bersturmbannfuhrer Dr Hanns Kobermin. 
BUilding j\laterials. 
These plant;; made plasterboard. mSUIJtlon. rooling Illes, etc .• 1I1d were sited In 

Posen. Biehn: and Zichenau. 
Cement Factories. 
The main enterprise under [his Secrion W.lS the Golleschau ement Works at 
Auschwitz. 
Ealttern \'('orks. 
Dealt with the large number of Russian building companies which the 5 rook o ... cr 
'lock. stock and barrel' during \94\-2. 

Ert/almmgs 8elriebe (Food Industry) under S·Oberfiihrer Karl ,\1 6ckel. 
~linerJl \,(/ater. 
There were three 55 soft drinks factories whIch went undc:r the trade names of 
Sudctcnquell, ,\Iartolll and Apollinaris, and an associarrd SS bottling plant. the 
R hei ngla ssfa bri k. 
Meat Processing. 
This was carried Out at Ausd,Wlt"l. Dachau and 5achscnhamcn. 
Brt:ad Making. 
55 hakrries opcr;lIed at Auschwitz, Dachau. 5achsenhausen. I-INzogenhusch, 
I ublm and PlnS7:Ow. 

Delltsche Alisriisl1l11gsl(Ierkt>. or D.I\. \v. (Gt'rm:ln Equipment Work~) under 55· 
Sturmbannfuhrer I)r H:lllS May, 
MilitaT\' Arl1lal1lel11~. 
55 Inv~lvemenr in the ,umaments and mUnitions ,"dustr) ,"creased as the war 
progressed . not only for the purpose of supplYing the Waffen-5S hut also to :lssist 
conventional arms manufacturers by furni,hing them with cheap labour. The SS 
made many of its uwn weapons and technical instrumentation at Auschwitz. 
Neueng':lI11me . Ra ve llshdkk, Sachscllhausen, Stutthof. lublin and 1)la ~l.o\\, 
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mlllnt!lIl1td an ordnance tt'Stlng .1Ild repaIr :,hop at SlUtthot. ;:and melted down 
ltCfap .:ablc at Dachau. In addition, aircraft pan" a,,~elllbl~ Walt carried OUt at 
Flo~senhurg, \.ta uthausen Jnd Natzweiler 0 11 behalf of the .\lesserschmm and 
Junkers compaOles. I femkd contracted the SS to rroduce hangars for them at 
Saehsenhausen, gun carriages were repaired at ,\l.1uthausen, hand grenddes 
.l~semhled at 5achsenhau<;('n , and Uldmtflal diamonds cut at Hcr-wgenbusch and 
Belscn. 

~lIoll1: Carpcnrry and Cabinet ," laking. 

Almost e\ery L'oneentrarion camp had .1 rurlllture work~hop, makmg an-id(-~ for 
both military and civlliao consumption. 

\c..:tiun 3: Wea\·ing. 

The Vast majority or 55 and police uniforms were manufactured at so-called S. 
Ikkleidungswerke or clothing factories in the concentration camps, with a (:cmral 
'Store 011 D'lchau. In addition. the 5S made webbing :lnd br:ud fur the Wehrm:lchr 
011 sub·conrn1l:1 to the Schwarz Compan)' of Hamburg. 

'ml V Laml-. Forst- "tid I-isciJerelll:irtscha(t (Agnculrure. Forestl1' and Fisheriesl under 
55-0bersturmbannfuhrer Heinnch Vogd. 

'C'(;tron I: Nutrition and Food Research. 

'J his :.cctiOn purchased bOTh IJve and dead anima ls such as guinea-pigs, mice and 
rats for experimenta l use in rht' research mstLrmes of the 5 ' It also bred Angor ... 
rabbits al Ausehwir-l: and maint:lined medicinal herb and spice gardens in many 
other camps. 

'w..:uon 2: '·orC"try. 

Admlnlstt'red the econOmic u~e of forests situated on S5 property. 
\(.'I..II(,n J : FIsheries. 

The S5 operated :l fish processing company under the trade name of Anton Loibl 
GmbH. 

\1111 VI Text/I. ImJ Lederl 'f!rrt 'f!rtllng IRe-processmg of Textile and Leath .... r Good.~ ) under 
5S-0hersturmbannflihrer Fritz lechler. 

There were texrile and leather work:. ,\I Dachtlu and Ravensbri.ick which upgraded 
old uniforms. belts, boor:., etc. for re·issuc to combat unih of the Waffen·5S and 
polin'. They a lso processed clothing confiscaled from concelltration c:lmp 
inmates . whIch was then forw:lrded to Ihe 5S-lkkleidungswerke to be made inro 
umforms. 

\ Jll t "If Bllch IIIld Bifd ( Book~ and Pictures ) under 5-Srurmbannfuhrer Dr Alfred Mischke:. 
' 1:l,'uon I: Nordl and-Verlag. 

The S5 publishing hou:.e which produced books and magazines on Cerm:lnic 
history and culrure for general ['ublic consumption. 

Stf..'tlon 2: Saut'r & Co. 

An 55 picture restoration companr, employed by malor European an galleric~, 
which also confiscated valuable paintings for display at Wewelsburg or in fhe 
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House of German An III ~llInkh. 
AmI Vlff KIII/ml)<1/Itell (Cultural ~Ionuments) under SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer Horst Klein. 

Section I: Society for the Mainten.lnce of German l\lonuments. 
Looked after the upkeep and 1mprovement of historical buildings including the 55 
c.mlcs at Wewelsburg, Kr:lnichfcld and Sudelfeld. l\tal1}' uf the tapestries. wood 
carvi ngs and the like used to embellish these institutIOns wefe manufactured by 
craftsmen al Buchcn\\ald and other concentration camps. This section also 

supervised the SS Damascus School at Dach:lU. 

Section 1: Memorial Foundations. 
This section was principally concerned with the King Ileinrich Memorial Trust and 
the Externsreine Foundation. the latter looking after a sanctuary situated among a 

within the camps were also held by selected 
inmates, a nd there was a high dl.'grec of 
prisoner self-administration. Employment of 
inmates on desk work also provided the camp 
officials with an opporrunity fa pia}' the 
pnsoners aga1llst one anOther. and make them 

scapegoats for thefts and Other petty cri mes 
com mitted by some of the 55 men, The 
permanent 5S contingent at each camp was 
usua ll y fairly small . Dachau, fo r example, 
having just 300 Totenkopf veterans, all o\'cr 
forty ycars of age. to m'ersee 17.000 inmates 

SS men g.JClfdi1g HLngC!lIIl ~ or Ausdrwit:z roiwuy terrritd, SIJ'OII1ef 1944. 1tis (mdid pOOlogroph was foond il (zechoshYob:l Ollhe end oIlhe WIll. 

_ .. """"" 01. Mol WoII .. SS'& who lui ...... _ ... , .... ""'"" ""escIy Iobodo" iOU'lt/1«h "'"'" ....... 
,ooIcoq 11m Ihey ,..,fwd ....... be..l ........ ....... II 
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10 1943, However. most camps also hold 
\\'J ffen-5S training grounds sited nearby from 
\\ hic h extra men were regularly drafted in on 
.1 rota basis. and from which emergency 
rt' inforcements could be summoned if 
reqUIred. 

During the second half of the war, the 
\\orking hours of m05t pnsoners were mised 
w nsiderably. By 1944, an eleven-hour dar 
hold become th l." ru le, even dunng the Winter 
months, with only Sundar afternoons se t 
a~ld e for rest. Debility and mortaill)' 
IIlc rcased rapidly. and the productivity of 
inmates remained far below Himmler's and 
Pohl 's high expectations. Consequemly. more 
an d more h3d to be employed to maimai n 
co,en a static Output. Anti-social clements and 
petty ..:rimmals were soon being transferred 
ell masse by the RSHA from convl."ntional 
Gl."cm.1n state prisons to the concentration 
t;J mp facto ries, and according to a \'I;/YHA 
rt po rt of IS January 1945 the number of 
mmates incarcer:J. led at that time had reached 
an <III -time high of 715,000, includi ng 
200,000 women. Probably as many as o ne· 
thi rd of tho subsequently lost their lives in 
the exhausting cvacuation marches organised 
m the face of Allied advances on the camps. 
The total number of prisoners who died 
du ring Ihe war from weakness and disease 
\\ h ile labOUring for th e 5S III the 
co nccntration camps and industrial 
complexes of the Reich was estimated by the 
:\ iJrnberg tribunal at half a million. 

The Nazi parry in general , as a natiollalist 
and anti-socialist movement, was supported 
fru m its infancy by big business. The 5S was 
N rticularlr attractive to majo r industrial 
grouprngs stic h a .. I.G. Farben, whose 
direcrors shared Himmler's oppo:,itlon to the 
co~ tI}' proteClioll of the old Junker 
landholders. and his goal of building German 
hege mony in Europe, in a closed economic 
hloe mdependent of American capital and the 
wo rld market. During the spring of 1934. 

101 

A typilol (onr:enlmfion camp guard, februafy 1945. This is one of only 
ltv .. known photographs ~WHIQ the 6oIIbIe-ormed swastika (ollar 
plmh being worn. II was used hom September 194~ to idenTify full. 
hme (onr:enIIOIiOll tamp guards who lied been compulsorily tronsferred 
in from the Wehrmo(hl. SA, WerkschUIl or similar noll'SS 
orgoniSations. Such mtn, who had lrnle 10 do with me /\Quors of the 
camp ~'(item, bore me brunI 01 Allied reprisals wtlen the (GmPS were 
~berOled . 
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Hmunler befnended Wilhelm Keppler, onc of 
I.G. F3rhcn'i managers, and bestowed upon 
h1nl the !lonorar) rJ.nk of SS·Gruppcnfuhrer. 
In return, Keppler WJ.S Instrumenral III the 
creation of the so-called Freundeskreis RfSS. 
or Cirde of Friends of the Reich:.fuhrer-SS, a 
group of wealth) 1Ildustrialists and business 
advisers. The) agreed to make regular 
financial contributions towards the cultural. 
social and charitable activities of the 55, in 

return for Him mler's patronage and 
protection. While Keppler was the instlg<Hor 
of the rrcu ndcskrcis. its teading member was 
the: renowned financier Kurr Freiherr von 
Schroder, whose Cologne Bank maintained 
the special a'counr, codenamcd '5', which 
held Frcundeskreis donations. Odler 
promine:nt members of the C ircle Included: 

Fllagn MIisIa' kIad1rn von ~ i'lm PcmI as III hoor,Qy Ss. 
8ngc:defltm, ~ 1936_ AI !lis sIDge illis CCI,*. von RilbentrOll hod 
IUSI been CWQinted Hi!l.'s tIMossodor 10 Grem 8Ii!oo 

lOB 

Dr Rasche, Director of the Dresden Bank: Dr 

Lippert. Oberbur~e:rmeister of Berlin; Dr 
Rifler von Halt, Director of the Deutsche 
Bank; and Gottfrie:d Graf \'on Bismarck. 
Heavy Industry was represented by. among 
others: Director-General Rohnert of (he 
ludenscheid Mcotal \,(Iorks; Steinbrinck of the 
Flick ~teel Consortium; Bmgel of the Sie:mens 
t·ll-c!r1c .. 1 wrnblne; Biitefisch of I.e. Farhen; 
;lnt! \XIalz of the Hosch chemical concern. 

Throughour the life of the Third Reich, the 
Fre:undeskreis deposited vast sums into the 
coffers of the SS, and a ~pet"ial office was set 
up under 5S-Bngadcfiihrer Fritz Kranefuss to 

admll1l~ ICr don,llIons received frOI11 (he Circle. 

For its part, the: SS was able to awa rd 
lucralive contracts in the conquered territories 

to the companies concerned. and supply them 
wi th cheap concentration camp labour. In 
September 1943 alone, over 1 million 
Reichsmarks went into Account 'S', 200.000 
of tht'm from \on SchrOder personally. who 
wrOte that he was very happ)' to be able to 

help Himmler perform his 'special tasks'. 
There is no doubt that these pilkus of Germl'lll 
society played a most Importalll part in oiling 
the wheels of the SS economic machine. 

THE 55 SOCIETY 

Beside~ the acknowledged and logica l 

dC\'e!opmellt of the SS as regards its fusion 
with the police and security services . the 

organisation enlarged irs rosirion and range 
of influence In more Insidious ways. By 
means of an unobtrusi\'e bur thorough policy 
of I1lfiltralion. the S5 furnished itself wilh 

rcpresenrari\·es in every branch of official and 
semi-official German life. It became, in effeer, 
the archctrpal 'Stale within the state', a 
closely knit llnd powerful group of men and 
women governed or a rigid set of rules. the 
chief of which was loyalty 10 H immler and 
unquestioning obedience of orders. 

~ I embership of the SS was always 

IHE ALLGEMEINHS 

~ rA rht Re.dIsIog ~ IIitIef i11937. SS ooiItwms lie ~~. end proonnl SS ~ i111w ~0141 rWIe SdIoIJ), von 
'''''"", Immn, Ono Iloe""", ... _Iloot <nI 50_ 
attractive :Jfte r 1933. offering a s teady and 
lun:ltivc job in th e agency of the most 

Influent ial bod)' in Germany, wilh the chance 
o f a quick lift o n the road [0 economic. 

political, professional or even artistic success. 
Consequently, the Allgemeine-SS soon 
outgrew its origins as a group of guardsmen 
and carne to represem a ve ry carefully 
nq~anised r:lcial elite composed of 
In tellectuals as well as ex-soldiers. 
' hopkeepers and peasanr you ths . In !\lay 
1944. no less than 300 of the 1.200 leading 
persollallties in Germany. including 
mdu'itrialisN. financiers and ac:ade:mics, held 
iiI) membership. By that time. SS domination 
throughout Ihe Rl"ich had become total. 

109 

A ~tl'lrring pOinT in the study of 5S 
personalities c;l n be made with the Imrnedi .. te 
entoura ge of the Fuhrer. Hitle r surrounded 
himself with 5S men, the principal of whom 

were his secretary. SS·Obergruppenfii hre r 
Ph ilipp Bouhltr. and his personal adjutant. 
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Julius ~chaub . both 
constant companions and confidants since the 
old Stosstrupp days. The Fuhrer's chief 
medical oUicer. Prof. Dr Karl Brandt. was a 
GruPlXnfllhrer; hiS personal pilot, Hans Baur. 
was a BfI~adduhrer III the RSD ; and hIS 
chauffeur. Erich Kempka, was a Sturm­
bannfuhrer. In addition. the majority of 
Hltler's young valets and aides, including 
Frirl Darge~. Otro Gunsche, Wilhelm Krause, 
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s~. ArIh.r GrD (\eft) !I'd S~tI AtIeIl Forsler ( eMI) WJ!h Glos.soJriraI Roeder on IJI inspecJIoo IOIt iI J)mz;a. 1939. Gieiser, a 
foIlIIIf IIIV1 "". ween !he ~ AIgemeilr-SS Lnfonn wIIie fomer spoilS a penom&sed paltir:m »t, WlW i'rsqIo. ., M • (~ IS /he Io:~ 
HSDAf&deirer. GIetsef. then fors:er's depIry, krfer be«me III S~er and GoIAIIIIr of WtrrheknI. 

Heinz Linge, Hans Pfeiffer, j\lax \X' i.insche 
and (he brothers !-Ians-Georg and Richard 
Schulzt, wcrc~ iunior SS officers. 

As it was with the head of the party, so il 
was with the N5DAP itself. One of the key 
POStS at the top of the Nazi hierarchy. rhat of 
Party Treasurer. was held by 55-0berst­
Gruppenfuhrer Franz Xaver Schwarz, who 
COni rolled the whole financial policy of the 
NSDAI'. Below him were three 55-
Obergruppenfiihrer: Walter Buch, the 
Supreme Parry Judge: Max Amann. Chief of 
thc Part)' Press Office; and Marrin Bormann. 
Head of the Parry Chancellery. To quote only 
tWO morc examples, SS-Brigadefiihrer Erich 
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Cassel was Chief of the NSDAP Racia l 
Department, and SS- Brigadefiihrer Bernhard 
Ruberg wa) Deputy Gauleiter of the Foreign 
Section of the NSDAP, which co-ordinated all 
party activities abroad. 

Control of access (0 Hitler and domination 
of the NSDAP by the SS could perhaps be 
expected, but the same penetration was also 
c\-ident in the machinery of the stare. Some of 
the most Important posts in the Cabinet were 
held by SS generals. Obergruppenfiihrer Dr 
Hans Lammers was Head of the Reich 
Chancellery, while Constantin Freiherr \·on 
Neurath and Joachim von Ribbenrrop bQ(h 
served as Foreign Minister. In the various 

THE AllGEMEINE ·II 

Reic h Ministries, thirty-nine key positions 
wcre occupied by SS men from the ranks of 
Obe rgruppenfiihrer down to Obersturm­
b . .lIlnfiihrer. In the Foreign Office alone, ten 
pOS tS were held by SS officers, including 
\\ Ilhelm Keppler. Walther Hewel and Prof. 
Dr \'(/Nner Gerlach, who were heads of 
departments. Brigadefiihrer Kurt Freiherr von 
~Kh rodcr, of the Freundeskreis RfSS, and the 
~Ia nt Dr Alexander Freiherr von Dornberg, 
l.h ief of Protocol, were ministerial directors. 
'S·Oberfiihrer Prof. Dr Franz Six, Chief of 
Ann VII of the RSHA. was also Head of the 
}-oreign Office Cultural Departmenr. 
Ribbenrrop is known to ha\'e fought hard to 
ma intain the independence of the foreign 
Office and Diplomatic Service against the 
encroachments of the SO, so it is all the more 

III 

s ignificanr rhrn so many SS men held 
influential pOSts in the sphere of activity 
wh1Ch he controlled. 

In view of Himmler'S position after 1943 
as Reich Minister of the Interior, it was 
inevitable that the SS were well represented in 
that branch of the government. 5S· 
Obergruppenfuhrer Oswald Pohl of the 
WVHA was a ministerial director, and 
Obergruppenfuhrer Dr Wilhelm Stuckan was 
:l Secremry of Stare. Moreo\'er, 55· 
Gruppenfuhrer Prof. Dr Friedrich Weber, 5S­
Bngadefiihrer Dr Anron Kreissl and 
SS-Obcrfuhrer Hans Rudiger were heads of 
departments. The specia l significance of [he 
~Iinistry of the Interior, howe\·er. extended 
beyond rhe mere list of SS personalities 
holding office within it. Not only was it the 
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Hmnier in (ooversalioo with Ss.obefgr~er Or lions lcroo1e!s, HtOO 
of me Rekh ()Q(eIery, wOO is wooMg me v.tiIe SIIllI1l8IIri:. The chief 
~ of !he PtJry, me we/rmochr en! !he <;1OIt (BiJIlDJI, KerteI 
1RI1.cmt1En) wefe lnown ts rhe 'Goog of TIne' Two of them (Sornml 

en:! kmrws) were SS genWs. IRI so wert chit I.RIef !he in\m:e Ii -
central authoritative minisrry in all matft:rs 
concerning Ihe home front, but from it 
Himmler was able to keep comrol of thc vaSt 

German bureaucracy. The power of 
:J.ppOlOnncnt, promotIon and dismissal whIch 
he enjoyed as Minister of the Imerior was one 
of the gre:Hest reinforcements ro its 
infilrr:uion poliq which the 55 aducved. 

At Goebbels' Ministry of Propaganda, the 

Chief of the Reich Pn:ss, Dr Ono Dietrich. 
was an SS ·ObergruppenfUhrer. Other SS 
officers of high ra nk included: Alfred· 
Ingemar Berndt. [he Controller of 
Broadcasting; Karl Cerff, a departmental 
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head; Dr \'('erner N:lUmann, Secretary of 
SI3te for Propaganda; and Dr Toni 
Winkelnkcmper, I lead of the Foreig n 
Broadcasting Dcpanmenr. As with the 
Foreign Office, this S5 infiltration into the 
Propaganda Ministry was one of particu lar 
significance si nce Goebbels was no friend o f 
Himmlcr and can scarcely have welcomed the 
presence of 5S men among his subordtn:HCS. 
There is no doubt that this aspect represented 
a deliberate attempt by the 55 to gain control 
of the German press and the nationwide 
machinery of propaganda. 

At the M inistry of Labour, the Head of the 
Reic h Inspectorate of M anpower was 55-
Gruppenfiihrcr Prof. Rudolf Jung. whi le 5S­
Brigadcfiihrcr Prof. Wilhelm BOrger was head 
of a department and 5S·0berfuh rer Kurt Frey 
was Reich Inspector of Labour. In the Justice 
,\linistry, SS·Gruppcnfiihrer Leo Petri was a 
member of the People's Court a nd 55-
Oherfbhrer Karl Engert was a Ministerial 
Director. T he Ministry of Agriculture an d 
Food was headed by SS-Obergruppenfuhrer 
Walther Darre umil 1942. when he was 
succeeded by 5S·0bcrgruppenfuhrer Herbert 
Backe. SS-Gruppenfi..ihrer Werner Willikens 
was a Secretary of tate at the ~tinistr)', and 
SS-Obersturmbannfuhrer Ferdinand Hiege of 
the Hauptamt RKF was a departmental head. 
T he Minister of I h~alth. Dr Leonardo Conti. 
was an SS-Obe rgruppenfiihrer and the 
Ministries of Economics, Finance and 
EducatIOn all had their share of SS 
permeation. SS-Gruppenflih rer Dr Franz 
Ha yler and SS-Gruppenfuhrer OttO 
Ohlendorf, both Important 50 officials. were 
at the first. S·Brigadcfiihrer Otto Heider a t 
the second, and 55·5tandancnfuhrer Prof. Dr 
Alben Holfelder at the lasr, to name only a 
sample. 

In local government, the rale was the same. 
Provincial State Ministers and Secreta r ies . 
Presidents and VIce-Presidents of state 
governments, were but a few of the men 
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Ss.obefgn.wenf!her III Dna Oielrid!, Chief oIlhe Reich Prm, IXkUssiog the 001 (oogless of the Urian of Hoticrd kurds'S' Associotions (11 The Doge's 
Pdcca II VOl, 9 Api 1942 

\\hose high SS rank was not always the mOSI 

rublicised feature of their careers. FUflher 
down the sca le. in municipal affairs, at least 
~IX cities had senior SS officers as (hdr Lord 
Mayo rs, includi ng the Stossrrupp vcteran 
K ... rl Fichler. Oberhlirgermeister of Munich. 
Em il Maurice. Ulrich Graf and th eir Old 
Guard comrades were invariably Installed as 
local city councillors, In addition to their 
nltional appointmenh. 

Turmng to mdustry, Paul Korner, Secretary 
of State for the Four Year Plan , and Wi lhelm 
\fei nhcrs, CommIssIoner for Fuel. were both 
">5 ge nera ls. In other spher('s such as 
Irmaments. shipping. banking and the motor 

cl nd t('xtile industries, the SS was again well 
rt"" presemed. For Instance, 55·Stand· 
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artenfiihrer Dr August S~' hwedler was 
Dir('clOr of the Reichsbank; S5-Brigadefiihrer 
Hans KehTI was leader of the Textiles 
Economics Group; SS-Oherfu hrer Jakob 
Werlin was Reich Inspector of Motor Traffic 
and Director·Gener.11 of the Mercedes firm: 
and SS·Oberfllhrcr Rudolf Diels, first chief of 
the Gestapo, headed the Hermann Goring 
Shipping Company. 

The same was true of the military 
aristocracy, and some parts of th e 55 
D,enstalterslistc read like a 'Who's Who' of 
Germa n nobilit y. In addition to th ose 
mentioned elsewhere in this book, aristocratic 
members of the Allgemeine·SS included 
General Friedrich Graf von der Schu lenburg, 
Generalmalor Anton Edler Kless von 
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Drau ..... orth. Kuno heiherr von Eltz­
Ruhenach, Oberst Friedrich Freiherr \'on def 
GulrL. Oberstleutnanr Rolf von Humann­
H:l.Inhofcn, Cnri Rekhsmter \"on Oberbmp, 
Wilhelm frcihcrr von HQI7~chuh{' r. 

Rinmeisrer Erasmus Freihc:rr von ~l:llstn. 

I-nednch Erbgrossherzog von Mecklenburg, 
Ca rl Graf von Piicklc(-Burghaus, Friedrich 
Freihcrr von Reirzensrein, I-l ildolf 
Rcichsfreiherr von Thiinsen, Paul Baron \'on 
Vietinghoff-Scheel, and Gencra lmaior Gllsr:w 
Adolf von Wulffen. The list went On and on. 
One of the more n'nowned of their number 
during the Second World War was Oberst 
H yai'lIlth Gntf Slrachwi r1 , who won the 
Knighr'5 Cross oi the Iron Cruss with 
Oaklcaves. Swords and Dlamunds while 
serving as an arm~ Panzer commander on (he 
easlern from. He was one of a mere twtnty­
seven rccipiems of tht coveted dccorauoll. 
and the ani), man ever to wear it with the 
bl;u:k Allgemeine-SS uniform. 

The widespread influence of the SS was not 
confined ro the Re ich. for in every occupied 
territory SS men held some of the mOSI 
important admilllstfati\'e pOSts. For example. 
Brigadefuhrer Dr Wilhelm Kinkdin was 
leader of the Section for Colonisation Poliq 
III Ro~enberg's Eastern Ministqt. In Poland. 
SS-Gruppenfiihrer Dr OttO Wachter waS 
Governor of GaliCia and SS-Gruppcnfiihrer 
Dr RIchard \'(f~ndJt"r Governor of rhe Luhlin 
Di .. rrict. while twO more key posiTions III 

Krakow were held by Brigadcfuhrer Prof. Dr 
Heinrich Teitge and Bngadefiihrer Dr Harry 
\'on Craushaar. In Bohemia and ~I ora\'ia, SS· 
Obergruppcnfuhrer Karl Hermann hank was 
M iniSter of State . with BrigadefLihrer Dr 
\'<'alther Bensch as his Minisrer of Economics 
and Labour. In the west_ Obergruppenfuhrer 
Dr Werner Best was German Plenipotemiar)' 
10 Den mark and Obergruppenfuhrer Dr 
Arthur e)'ss-Inquart was Reich Com­
missioner for the Netherlands. Under them 
were man)' 5 officers at rhe h~ad of the civil 

114 

administration. and allihis wa5 10 addmon ro 
the nonn.!1 machlllery of Ihe SS and police set 
up in tht' ('onquercd countries. 

inc re;llms of education. culture and 
charitable organisation~ wC're no more closed 
10 the ubiquitous SS than were Ihe high 
gm'ernmental circles or hea\'Y industry. ~I:lny 
uni\er:.;ry professors were SS officer!> of high 
r:Ink and S-Gruppeofllhrer Johannes Johsl 
was President of both the Reich Chamber of 
Literature and rhe German Academ)' of Poets. 
SS-SturmbannfLihrer Hermann Millk·r-John, 
bandm:mer uf the Leibstandane. was on thc 
Council of the Reic h Chamber of ,\olusic. 
Even the German Red Cross ociety, unde r 
the ICJdership of SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Prof. 
Dr lrnst-Rohert Grawitz, was permeated 
with SS official~. Similarly, rhe head of the 
!':azi People's Welfare Organis . .ltlon wa5 SS­
Gruppen(ilhrer Ench Hilgenfc1dt. who was 
also in cha rge of the :lIlnual Wimer Charities 
Campaign, the Winterhilfswerk. One of his 
close \\;IH\\;' colleagues. the Reich Women's 
Leader Genrud Scholtz-Klink. was the wife 
of SS·Obergruppenfiihr~r August Ileissmeyer. 
The SS hkewise dominared the sporung world 
with. for example. StandarlenfUhrer Hans 
Hieronymus as Secret,lf), of the German 
~xing Federation. 

This SS penetration into all parts of 
German life \\'a .. steadil), achieved in IWO 
ways. Firstly. in thc early days of the Nazi 
movement, before the SS was in a position to 
appoint or arrange thc appointment o f ils 
own mt:n to influenli:ll offices. the main 
method lIs~d was the practice of awarding 
honor3ry SS rank to important public figures. 
The new members felt their authorit) 
enhal1f.:ed by the hlack uniform and se mi ­
mil Hary Sta IUS. while Hlmmler secured \\'ell­
placed allies bound 10 him by the oath of 
loyalty which could be backed up If nCCCS'lo:lry 
by the SS dISCIpline code. Inltjall )" ,here were 
tWO categories of honorary officer: the 
R.!ngfuhrt'r and Iht: Ehrenfuhrer. The term 
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K,jt!~fuhrer was used for honorary ranks up 
II I .l od includi ng Obersturmbanofiihrer. while 
t- hrc nfiihre r covered Standarrenfuhrer and 
,11m e. Both groups wore dlslincflve I\'ory­
cvlllured cuff tIIles. After the separation of 
Ihe ~S (rom the A 111 1934, the Rangfuhrer 
~r.nfe and the sptcial insignia were aboli!>hed, 
.1uJ Irom that time there was nothing to 
(ll' tward l)' distinguish [he SS-Ehrc:nfi.Jhrcr 
Im m aCtl\'e SS officers, 

I he second method of SS infiltration 
rea Lhcd its full efficiency on ly after the 
w!l~olidation of the Nazi regime, and was the 
JITe't promotion of SS men to hiSh positions 
In Ihe state. A mark ed feature of the German 
go\ crnmental hierarchy was the pluralism of 
offu;e.!o held by leading SS figure!>, which 
ena hled a few men to exercise a 
d"proponionarel y IMge influence. The beSt 
eX.lmple was that of !-limmler himself, who 
eV1' ntuall)' controlled all milil:!.r},. para­
mlin,uy and police forces on rhe home front_ 
:h well as twO enti re Army Groups in the 
tu:IJ_ He was able to appoint his lieutenants 
''I ..:urrespondingl)' high positions in hoth the 
~r.ne and, after the Jul), 1944 bomb plot. ,he 
\\ t: hrmacht. By (he end of 1944, ~S­

Vhugruppenfiihrer Han~ lutmer was C hief 
III "taU of the Home Army as well AS being 
hl'OId of the S5 Filhrungshauptamt. whllt S -
(~rllppenfi.Jhrer Augusr Frank of thc WVHA 
dnd Verwa ltungspo li zei had a l~o bee n 
;l.ppointed ChIef of Administ ration for the 
Army High Command, That last bastion of 
rht' old traditional Gerll1anr, the arm),. had 
tlnally fallen to the 55. 

rhe primar), function of tbe SS was to 

pn1tect Hitler and his regime, and It opcr:lfed 
.111 the more efficiently having placed us 
re presentati ves and cooracts In all sections 
.:IIIJ at a ll le\'el~ of the society which it 
.,uarded. The part it played In preserving the 
((cneral security of the Third Reich and in 
\trcngthening Himmler's position 3gall15t his 
(I""ls from within the NSDAP Cannm be 
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o\l'rempha .. l<;cd. In short, there was nothing 
In :"l'azi German), which was not polilical. 
and Ilothlng poli tical with which the 5 was 
not concerned. 

NOBLE ANCESTORS 

Himmler's plans for the 5S wert in many 
ways dominated by hiS genuine belief that the 
Black Ordcr constituted a brotherhood which 
was spimually descended from the herOt:s of 
paga n and medieval Germany. This \'iew of a 
mythical Germ:lOic paSt linked to the present 
b)' invisible bonds of race and will W!lS not 
unique ro H immler, and was shared by Illany 
of his contemporaries. During rhe nineteenth 
('CntUf), German}' had witnessed a resurgence 
of n:ltion:lli sm and III tbe progresSion 
lowards a unified Reich Ihere had grOwn a 
tremendous imerest in medieval history and 
ancielll TeutoOlc legend. The general 
fascination was fired by the operatic works of 
Richard Wagnn 11813-83 ), a rabid anri­
emite whose heroes such as Parsifal and 

Lohengrin were the epitomes of knightly 
chivalry, continually baltling agamst the 
forces of evil. \X'agner's last and ('pic work. 
however, en titled Der Rmg des Nibelllllgell 
IT/H' Rmg of (he Nibelung), was set in the 
murky world of Dark Age fables. It s four 
great interconnected operas. Rlleillgold, D,e 
Walkiire (which incl udes a Valk)'rie !lamed 
5iegrune!). Siegfried and GouerddmmcTlfIIg. 
were acted out in ;} land of ~ods, giantS, 
dragon~, supermen and slavish sub-human 
dwaT\es. where a magica l ring and enchanred 
sword belitowed limitless power and 
invincibility upon their owners. -rhe Ring 
Cycle had a tlmeles message about the 
human desire for influence and wealth at the 

pense o f all other things. bur the moral of 
the tale was soon lost in ItS reiling, as the 
operas with their sublime musIC capnvated 
and bewitched those who attended them, and 
IOStllled in the audientes a feeling of racial 
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unit), llnd narional identity which seemed to 

~xtrnd back [0 the beginning of m;lnkind. 
Hitler himself was inspired in his youth by 
\\;lagncr's music. and it was while he was 
entranced by it that he conceived his great 
plans for the future of Germany. He said 
years later, 'For me, \,(!agner was someone 
god ly and hIS music is my religion. I go to 1m 
concerts as others go to church', 

EX::J.hed by the works of Wagner and by 
the writings of rhe philosopher Friedrich 
NiNzsche ( 1844- 1900 ), whose Mall o"d 
Superman divided the world Into masters and 
slaves and (oresaw the cuming of a great 
leader who would build a new order of 
'Ubermenschcn" a number of German 
nationalists founded the Thule Society in 
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Berlin III 1912. The Society took its name 
from the legendary 'Ultima Thule' or ' Land at 
tile End of {he World', supposedl}' {he 

birrhplace of the Germanic race, and its 
primary purpose was to se rve as a literary 
circle for the study of anciem German history 
and cuStOIllS. After 19 18, it became 
r<lnancallr anti-Bo lshevik and anti-Semitic, 
and cventually propounded the aim of 
unifying Europe under the leadership of a 
Great Germanic Reich. Signific3mly. the 
lI)'mbol of the Thule Society was a sunwheel 

swa!>lIka. 
The Bavarian branch of the Societ}' was 

small. but its membership was hand-picked 

and IIlduded Hlmmler. Hess <lnd ROhm. The 
nobllit),. the ludlciary, higher aC3demll:s. 

IH[ AlLGEM[IHE-SS 

Jc,lJln~ I nduslrlalLst~ ,lIld arm~ and police 
otfLct'r~ were all represcmed, to (he ,' irtual 
t .... du~lO n of the lower classes . Thule 
t,.'onJuc ted open nationalistic prop:lg:lnda 
thrnugh us 0\\ n newspaper, the i\ l unich 

r olJ.:.,sch£'r Bco lJochlCr, edited b~' Dietrich 
&..l.lrt (who later coincd the Nazi battle·cry 
' Ol'u t')c hland Erwache!' or 'Germany 
AW.lke! 'f, and set up a secret intelhgt'nce 
~er\ It.e which infiltrated commumSt group~. It 
m,11ntlHned and financed threc Freikorps 
UI1II' . i .t'. Obcrland. Reichskriegsflagge and 
\'\; Iklng, and to win popular suppOrt to its 
came- prollloted the German Workers' Parry 
under ' (ront· man ' Anton Drexler in 19 19. 
Whe n Drexler's party was taken over by 
I li rler .lnd expanded under its new name as 
the i' ~DAP, It completely absorbed the Thule 
~O~Ic ty, together WIth Its newspaper, 
n.ltIt)Ll,lhst programme and racist policies. 

Th rough his association with Thule, 
H im mler became obsessed with pagan 
C,l'rmanic culture, an obsession which grew 
e\er ~tronger as the rears went by and one 

\\.-hlch ~"lme to mfluence his entire way of life 
and thai of Ihe SS. During the early 1930s, 
the Reichsfuhrer established all 55-sponsored 
~nc:ie l y for the Care of German H istoric 
Monuments and acquired a publishing house. 
!\ordland- Verlag, to spread his ideas 10 the 
gcm: ral publLc. Plans for the s),s tem:uic 
I.:fI:a rion of a cuhur:11 framework to r<'pllct' 
( hristianit)', referred to as rhe De,'elopmenr 
of the Ge rman Heri ta ge, were worked out 
oetwC{'n I-limml er 's personal staff .md 
~ele~ tcd academiCS in 1937. A new moral 
philosophy based on the supposed beliefs of 
the old Germanic tribes was formulated, and 
two pagan rites, the summer and winter 
\ulslices, were re"ived to replace Chnsttan 
h~'u"als. The summer event centred around 
'poning activitIes and the winter one, the 
'ule. was a time dnoted (Q the honouring of 
ancestors. God became 'Got' in 55 circles 
'.l II~gcdly th e old Germanic spelling ). to 
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distingUIsh the pa{!an SS god from the 
conventional ChriStian 'Gon', a suggestion 
whICh came from K:ul Diebitsch durmg hi!> 
prcpar ::llion of new SS wedding and child­
nammg ceremome'). 

\,<' har disttngulshed I-limmler from 

Rosenbcq~. Darn: and the other blood 
mystics was rhe flaIr he brought to the 
practical task of realising his vision of a 
pagan Germanic Reich. The Reichsftihrer was 
con$idered a persuasive speaker, wilh hIS light 
Bav:man acceIH, and, more importantly. he 
clearl)' belicved in everything he said at the 
moment he said it. No mall looked less like 
h,s job or appeared more normal thall the 5S 
chicf. I-I e succcssfull r convinced ultra­
traditionalists Ihal the)' were the "anguard of 
the new Germany, while at the same time 

providing the young with the gla mour of a 
dark and secret Order sworn to a pagan creed 

running counter 10 the rules of bourgeois 
hflSuan socierr- I-Ie also appealed to most 

women, tracing as he did the origin of the 

suojugatlon and undervaluation of women to 
the teachings of the Christian Church. The 
Church leadership. he asserted. had always 
been nothing more than :1 glorified 
homosexual male fraternity which on th:n 
baSIS had terrorised the people for a thousand 
years, to the extem of burnmg 150,000 good 
German womcn (not men, he em phasised ) as 
witches. Far better to be pagan than 
Christian. he declared over rhe radio in 1937. 
br better to worship the certainties of nawre 
and ancestors Ihan an unseen deity and its 
hogus representatives o n earth. For a Volk 
which honoured its ancestors, and sought to 

honour itself, would a lways produce children, 
and so that Volk would have eternal life. It is 
evident that Hmlmler trul}' saw himself as 

founder of a Ilew "agan Order which wou ld 
en' lltuan), spread across Europe and last at 
least as long as the German millennium being 
ushered in by Adolf H ir!er. As IatC as 1944, 
Ilimmier spoke of the pagartlsation of Europe 
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being :.1 'Jlever~ending (3~k which will full)' 
occupy Ihc (coth or twentieth RClchsfiihrer 
after IlW'. 

While paganism dominated Ihe spiritual 
liide of his adult life, Himmler's first hisroricai 
love \\1;15 medievalism. As J chi ld 'he young 
Heinrich had followed in his falher's 
footsteps by collecting small and inexpensive 
medieval artefacts . .'\( school, he read avidly 
about the ar ri val of Vikings in the Lak e 
Ladoga area aroun d the year 700. their 
adop ti on of the n:lmc Rus, an d how their 
descendants. the Norse tribe known as 
Russians, repelled the Mongols and serrIed all 
across the cast from the Saleic to the Bl ack 
Sea. He was also fascinated by the talc of 
Rurik the Dane, founder of Novgorod and 
Kiev around 856 , and the Storr of the Saxon 
king Heinrich I. 'The Fowler', elected King of 
All Gcrmany in 919, who had checked the 
Incursions of Bohemians and Magyars from 
rhe cast and laid rhe basis of rhe German 
Confedera r io n of Princes which became, 
under his :.On Otto, rhe Holy Roman Empire, 
The aspect of medieval history which 
captured the bor H imml er's imagination 
completely, howner, was that of the O rder of 
Teutonic Knights, or Deutsche Ritterorden, 
founded by Heinnch W:llpot \Ion Bassenheim 
in 1198. Like the other hospiml Orders of the 
time, i.e. the Knights of St J ohn and the 
Templars, it was established to aid western 
kntghts who h:'td been wounded or fnl1en sick 
during the Crusades. However, unlike the 
others, the Teutonic Order was distinguished 
by the fact that it was exclusively Germanic 
in its recruirmelli. In 1211, the Golden Bull of 
Rim;ni entrusted to its knights the 
colonisation o f tnl:' 51,wonic lands to the cast 
of the Elbe. Under its Grand 1Ia5(er, 
Hermann von Salza, rhe Order immediately 
undertook :I programme of German 
expansion, extending domination ove r 
PrussIa and the Baltic states. It reached its 
height in the second half of the fourteenth 
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century, bur was brought to a sudden end in 
1410. On 15 Jul)· that year. the Teutonic 
Knights were crushed at Tannenberg by a 
coalition of Poles, Lithuanian; and Mongols. 
The power of the Order was broken, bm (he 
memory of its valorous deeds under rhe 
badge of the black cross never ceased to 
haunt German dreams thereafter. 

It seemed to the adolescent Hinmllt:r that all 
of German medieval li fe had ccmred around 
Ihe conSt;lTlt Sf ruggle between Norseman and 
Mongol. between Teuton and Slav, and he 
longed to comi nue the historic mission of his 
forefathers. Even as a nineteen-year-old 
student, he wrote in his diary that he hoped 
one day 10 live his li(e in the east :'Illd to fight 
his battles 'as a German far from beautiful 
Germany'. Himmler ('vemually harnessed this 
ro ma ntic view of hIstory to provide an 
;mracrive integrating facto r for his 5S, recruited 
as it W:'lS from all walks of Ijfe. It was not by 
chance that the SS colours, black and white, 
were those formerly worn by the TeulOnic 
Knights. who simply handed them down to 
Prussia. And when Himmler later talked about 
blood as the symbol of honour and fidetity. he 
was again appealing to medieval trad ition. The 
mrsticism of the Blutbhne iTself harked back to 
the Chiv:'llri.: initiation ceremony by which the 
feudal suzerain was linked to his vassal by 
sword, fire and blood. For the SS, the Fuhrer 
was their liege lord. 

When his power was consolidated in 1934, 
HlIJl mler's early medieval fantasies could be 
realised and given free rein. Obsessed by the 
old legend that a Westphalian castle would be 
the sale survivor of rhe next Sla vonic assa ult 
from the east. the Reichsfiihrcr scoured western 
Gtrmany until he fouml the ruined Olounram 
forrress of Wewclsburg ncar Paderborn. named 
after th e robber knighr Wewel \'on Buren, 
which had been a focus of Saxon resistance to 

the Huns and had been rebuilt in triangular 
form in the sevt,ntcenth century. Following the 
example of the Grand Master of the Teutonic 
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Order who huilr his headquarters at 
\.brienburg, Himmler determined to convert 
\Vewtlsburg into the stronghold of the 5S. The 
:I"tle was duly purchased and the architect 

~ krmanll Bancls, a StandartenfUhn;'f on the 
Personlicher Stab RfSS, was given 12 million 
~eichsmarks and set to work creating a 
.:eremoni.d retreat for his master. 

Entering the finished complex in 1937 was 
li ke stepping back in time. A grand StairC3Se 
wa~ bordt'rtd by a banIster of forged iron , 
decora ted with funic marifs, and ThC' walls of 
Ihe entra nce h311 were hung with huge 
lapestries depicting Germanic and rural 
)t-enes. All the woodwork ''':'IS of oak and 
c\'erywhere stood marble statues of Heinrich 
1. Friedrich von HohellStaufen and other 
German heroes. Each room was furnished in 
medieval style. The 100 x 145 ft dining room 
held a massive circular Arthurian table in 
'IOlid oak. around which Himmler and his 
rwel \'e senior 55 ObergruppenfLihrer of the 
d .1Y regularly held conferences seated on 
high-backed pig-skin chairs bearing rhe 
names of their owner knights. :\ fire crackled 
In the monumental chimney. and behind each 
genera l hung his SS coat of arms, specially 
designed by Karl Dichitsch. Tht- dining room 
stood above a Stone basc:ment with 5 ft thick 
walls. from which a flighr of steps led down 
ro a wel l-like crypr housing twelve gr:mlle 
J.:olumns lind known as the 'Realm of the 
Dead'. The idea was Ihat when each of the 
I\."elve SS lords died, his body would be 
cremared 311d his ashes entombed in one of 
rhese obelisks. Hlmmler'S pn."ate aparrmcOIS 
within the fortress werc particularly 
sumptuous and adjoined a gold and silver 
strongroom, a hall for his extensive collecfian 
of medieval weaponry, a library with more 
fhan 12.000 books :'Ind an awesome chamber 
where the Extraordinary SS and Police Court 
could be convened in special circumSlances. 
There wefe also magnificenr guest rooms Set 
asidt.> for Adolf HItler, who never appeared at 
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the casde, gIving rise to the local village 
Tumour that one day rhe Fuhrer would be 
buried there. H im ml er inte nded that 
Wewelsburg should ultimately be used as a 
Reichshaus der SS-Gruppenfuhrer or 5S 
Generals' Residence, but the outbreak of the 
war saw its conversion to 55-Sch ul e I-faus 
\'(Iewelsburg. a st;lff college for se n ior SS 
officers. Its commandant was SS­
Obergruppenfiihrer Siegfried Taubert, who 
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was formerlv I-Ieydrich's chief of !>r:lff and 
was f3rhcr-i~-'aw of r.rnst-Robert Grawitz. 
the S~ medical chief. 

A large section of Wewc!.sburg Castle was 
dedicated to the axon ruler HClIlrtch I. The 
Rt,chsfi.Jhrer approved of the f.let that hiS 
men nicknamed him 'King Heinrich', and 
came to sec himself as the spiritual 
reincarnation of The Fowler and the 
embodunent of hiS allns to consolidare 
German)' against the hordes from the east. 
On 2 Jul), 1936, the thousandth anniversary 
of the King's death, Himm lcr in3ugur,lICd a 
solemn remembrance festival at Quedlmburs, 
once Heinrich's sear. and in 1938 he founded 
the King Heinrich Memorial Trust to rev,\"e 
the principles and deeds of The Fowler. 

Numerous SS hadges wert' subsequently 
stru!.:k to commetllorate Hernrich lS 'Ewig 
das Reich' or 'The Eternin of the Reich'. To 
IOstil a general feeling of knighthood in all his 
juntor oHi!.:ers and men, the majority of 
whom nl;vn e\'en saw the splendour of 
Wewdshurg, Himmler rewarded them with 
the three less grandiose rrappLllgs of dagger. 
sword and ring, That mystical combination, 
harking back to a warrior anstocrlCY and the 
legend of Ntbelung, wa~ to symbolise the 
Rirrerschafr of the new SS Order. at onc ,'and 
the same time both ncw and ret rooted in the 
most ancient Germanic past. 

Hlmmler's crippling enthusiasm for 
German history, the ideals of which were 10 

form the basis of the new era, led to his 

HimlIer deiverll'9 0 eulogy on Heivich I in Oudriug CoMa, 2 J~ 1936. BeIWd /Wn, kam Iefr 10 right skll'ld frick, 0cUge, 8«&, [1006 ood Heydtidt. 
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foundation of the AhnenNbe- For!>chungs­
und Lehrgemeinschaft. usually abbrcVlated to 
Ahnencrbt, the SOCiety for the Research ,md 
leaching of Ancestral Il erirage. Its first 
President was Dr Hermann Wirth . a 
university lecturer known for his 
controversial work on rhe Middle Ages and 
Germanic antiquity. Wirth had joined the 
N DAP in 1925. left in 1926, and re-enrolled 
in 1933. His book. What is the CemlOlI 
Souf?, was dtsnussed as claptrap by 
Rosenberg, but Wirth managed to seduce 
Himm Je r with the promise that he could 
s tud y and research Nordic history for the 
purpose of \'erifying ationa! Socialist and SS 
theories by SCientific proof. Ohcrgruppen. 
fiJhrer Dane of RuSHA also became 
interested in the:- scheme, and his a5StSrancc 
was of enormOliS value since, as Minister of 
Agriculture, he had huge financia! resources 
at his disposal. It was he who actuall), paid 
for the setting lip and commissioning of the 
Society in July 1935, under the auspices of his 
Mmistry. 

The following year, however. differences of 
opinion appeared between Himmler, who saw 
the German as a nomadic warrior ever in 
search of new lands, and Darre. who S,IW him 
as sedentary and firmly rooted ro hiS own 
soil. This conceptua! argument was to h3\'e a 
profound effect on Ahnenerbe. In Nm'ember 
1936 It was integrated ioro the Abteilung fiJr 
Kulturelle Forschung (Section for Cultural 
Research ) of the Personlicher Stah RfSS .• lIld 
a few months lal(~r. when [he split berwc=en 
Himmler and Dam: rcached breaking point, 
the Reichsfuhrcr appointed S5-Stand­
artenflihrer Bruno Calkc: as a speCial 
representative 10 the Society [0 undermine 
Darre's influence. One of Gatke's first 
measures was totally to discredit Wirth, who 
was Darre's eyes and ears in the Society. 
Wirth was subsequently disl1msed and 
replaced as President of Ahnenerbe by f>rof. 
Dr Walther Wiist, Dean of Munich 
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Universtty, who occupied the Ch<lir of Aryan 
Culture and Linguistics and who had a much 
larger audience in academic circles. He was 
also an SS-Oherfuhrer. whose first loyalty 
was to Hunmler. 

With Wirth gone and Darre's power over 
Ahnencrix- cancelled our, the Reichsfuhrer-SS 
proceeded to re~tructurt· the Society dUring 
the slimmer of 1937, establishmg us new and 
independenr headquarters at 16 Ptickler­
stra .. ~c, lkrlin·Dahlem. I-Itmmler reset\'ed 
overall control (or himself, with the title of 
Curawr, hut the d"y·ro-d"y managemem was 
carried our by \'(Iusl, Galke and SS. 
St3ndartenfiihrer Wolfram Sievers of the 
Per~onlich('r Stab RfSS. Wust was responsible 
for the direction of scientific activity. Galke 
was the Treasurer, and Sie\ers took charge o( 
general organisational maners. The lattl'r W;JS 
one of the most talented administrators in the 
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Reich, and had many influential CO nta c ts 

among financiers and ind ustria lists as well as 
access to the Sipo and SD. He soon 
established a found:nion of companies which 
WC ( C prepared to make massive monetary 
contribu ti ons TO the Soc iety. O ther fu nd s 
were found from rhe coffers of the 
Sicherhe itsdie nst , thanks to Sieve rs' 
friendship with SS-Obcrfiihrer Prof. Dr Franz 
Six. who was responsible to the SD for 

overseeing university policics. 
At the cnd of 1937, Himmler defined the 

purpose o f the reconsriHltcd Ahncnerbe. It 
was to cafry out resl'atch into ancient history 

by stud ying fac ts from a sde llf ific and 
ideological point of view. in an objective 
manner and without falsification. It was also 

to be responsible for rhe setting up in each 5S 
OberabschOitt of educa t iona l and cultu ral 

centres de\'OIcd to German greatness and the 
GermanIC past. The first sllch centre was d uly 

established ,H Sachsenhain by Verden, with 
the reconstruction of a pre histo ric Saxon 
village which included in its displays a 5.000· 
year-old plough and runic: inscriptions ca rved 
in SIOI1(". The whole idea was to show e\'e r ~ 
German th a t the wealt h of his lan d and 
cultu re we fe th e makings of his own 
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ancestors, not things which had been brought 
in by the Romans or other outsiders. 

All of Germa ny's archaeo logica l 
eKca\'ations were soon put into the hands of 
th e Societ)'. Their o\'erall direction was 
entrusted first to SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Dr 
Rolf Hahne, who was personally responsible 
for researches at Qued linburg to find the 
remains of Henr y The Fo wl er, th en to 

O bcrsrurmbannfiihrer Prof. Dr Hans Schleif, 
who orga nised d igs in the Teuroburg Forest 
wh ere th e G erman s o f Arm iniu s (or 
I-termann ) had crushed the Roman legions o f 
Quintus Varus in AD 9. Schleif I:lter teamed 
up with Obers turm bannfiih re r Prof. Dr 

Herbert Jankuhn to excavate the Vik ing site 
of Ha irh ab u in Sc hlesw ig, a wall built by 
King Godfred in Ihe ninth century to defend 
the Danes agai nst th e in cursions of the 
C:l roli ngian Franks. In tim e, Ahn cnerbe 
o rgan ised s imil a r excavations in Aus tria , 
C roa ti a, Czechos lovak ia, Greece, Poland, 
Serbia and sou thern Ru ssia , and s ponsored 
:lssociated expeditions to the Near East and 
Tibet to look fo r signs of an ancient Nordic 
presence in these a reas. 

From 1939, th e remit of Ahn cnerbe was 
co nsid erabl y enlarged. H immler was no 

longer content to be restricted to Da rk Age 
history and M idd le Age heraldry. H e- now 

hoped to prove b)' scientific means the racial 
hypothesis of National Soci:l lisl11. In 
conjunction with the 5D, the Society would 
a lso loo k inro o th er maners, ~uc h as 
as tro nom y, con tro l of the weather, the 
extraction of petro l from coal, rhe occult and 
he rbal rem ed ies (H immler's wife be ing a 
qualified homoeoparh ). Ahnenerbe expanded 
to include more than fifty dep:lrtmenrs , 
employing over thirty university professors. 
The Reichsfiihrer showed e\'idence of quire a 
surp risi ng amount o f liberalism in their 
appointment, and drew a fairl), vague li ne 
between research ability on the o ne hand and 
pol itica l reliability on the other. However, the 
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contract he required hi s academics to sign 
stipulated th:lt their findings could never be 
published if they turned OUt to be contrary to 

5S ideology. 

One of the most con trove rsial figures 
among the new researchers was SS­
Sturmbannfilhrer Dr August H irt. Professor 
of Anatomy at the University of Strasbourg, 
wh ere SS s tudents were parricularly 
numl.' rous. With H im mler 's suppOrt , it was 
Hin who co ll ected th o usa nd s of human 
skull s at Au sch witz for th e purpose of 
makin g comparati\'e anthropomorphic 
lIleasurements. He la ter to ured va ri ous 
battlefronts where rhe Wehrma cht's foreign 
volu nteers were d epl oyed, to s tud )' the 
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performance and beha viour of combatants as 
a function of th ei r raci a l categories. Other 
anatomical speciali st s from Ahncnerbc 
occupied themsckes by examining bod y parts 
of differenr mce .. , while SS·Srurmb .. mnfil hrcr 
Dr Ernst Schafer was com mi ssio ned to 

develop a special breed of hors(' on thc 
Russian steppes for milltar) use in cxuemcl}' 

cold weather. 
The war's prLllclpal sector of scien tific 

rescarch, th a t of secret weapons, fell under 
the authority of Ahnenerbe in 1944. Up to 
the middle of that year, the VI and Vl rocket 
development programmes at Pccncmunclc had 
been direCTed by Prof. Dr Wernhcr Freihcrr 
von Braun, who was loyal first and foremost 
to thc Wehrmacht even though he was an SS-
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Sturmbann fi.ih rer on the staff of 
Oberabsch nitl Ostsee . Himmler knew th a t 
the Reich was by then la),ing all its hopes on 
secret weapons , and after rhe arm)' plor ro 
assassinate Hi tler o n 20 J ul)' 1944 he took 
personal CO lllrol of the Peenemu nde 
operat ion fro m von Braun and placed it 
under SS-GruppenfiJhrt'r Dr Hans Kammlcr. 
The V 1 and V2 programmes fully occupied 
th e best minds of Ahncnerbe for the 

remainder of the war. 
Towards th e end of th e war, when 

Himmler was ove rwhelmed by his mil itar), 
a nd police rcs po ns ibilni cs . he sai d th:n 
readi ng Ahnenerbc reports was his ani), real 
pleasure and his a ni ), relaxa tion. He revelled 
III the discourses on anccsrral rombs, 

THE AllGEMEINE-II 

A"", 01 ... badge> soil 10 Iho boor •• 1ho No; a..,., C""1"1l",...,.;.d by II­
~I!I £ndI Hilgedeldt, They reprociu<e Iro:Is hOOI 55 (nOOe%gKm Iigs in fi«mooy, 
Rome en:! liree<e. CJJd pOOroy!he lISe ood de¥eIopme!d 01 !he swostia in antiqtity. StKh 
proje(ls were Ilea to Hilmer's hm. 

121 



HIMMlfR'l BIAC! ORDER 

Germanic customs and marriage ceremon icS". 
In a long and critical leiter [0 WUS( and 
Sievers dated 17 August 1944, he r~ff'rred IO 

the tradition of newl y married couples 
copulating on the lombs of their ancestors a t 
the time of the new moon, and suggested that 
resea rch on wild an imals might prove 
w hether or nor Ihe new moon \\IllS 
particularl y bvourable to fertili ty. Himmlcr 
wrote: 

No good blood mUST be allowed to dIe 
without having been fruitful. OUf S5 must 
be sufficientl y strong and vigorous so that 
each generation can, without argume nt , 
offer up tWO or three sons per fami l)' on the 
fidd of battle wi thout ex hausting th e 
torrent of German ic blood. We are gOll1g to 
create the chance for tht' Germanic people 
and for Europe as a whole. dircctC'd by the 
Germanic people. to build an Order wh ich 
will, fo r genera tions . be able to fight 
victoriously against all Asiatic aggression. 
Woe 10 us if the Germanic people cannOt 
win this battle. It will be the end of bcaury, 
of culture and of c reative thought on th is 
earth. We struggle for that futu re onty so 
that we can maimain th e heritage of o ur 
mosr noble ancesto rs . I co nsid er it 
nccC'ssary for the life of ou r people to leach 
all this to our grandsons. so that the)' 1113 )' 

unders tand the difficultics of their 
ancesto rs and willingly enter into the S5 
way of life. 

THE NEXT GENERATION 

Hlmmler realised on ly roo well Ihal it was 
e5scmial that the best minds among the youth 
of Germany should be culti vated to ensure a 
continual pool of talent willing and ablC' to fill 
the hIghest positions 10 the hierarchio of the 
S5 and National Socialist state . Uni ve rsi ty 
lec turers and school teachers were activcly 
l'ncouragcd to join the Allgemeine·SS, and 
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Frio: Wachtler. the head of the NS· Lehrcrbund 
or Nazi Teachers' League, was given the rank 
of SS.Obcrgruppenfuh rer. The ultima te aim 
was tha t the most se lectI ve schools and 
collc-gcs should be dominated by the SS. 

On 10 Ap ril 1933. Dr Bernha rd Rus t . 
Reich Minister for Science, Educ.uion and 
Culture, set up the first of a series of speC Ial 
re si d emial sc hoo ls to t rain the fu ture 
Germanic elite. They we re termed NatiOllal 
Pol it ical Educati o nal In stitmes, o r 
Nationa Ipol it isc he Eczl chu ngsa nstalten. 
common ly abbreviated to PEA or N3polas , 
al th ough the latt er term was unpopular 
because it sounded toO Italian. Three were 
opened during the course of 1933, a t Plan in 
Schleswig· Holstei n, Potsdam in Berl in and 
Kos lin in Po merania . Five mo re (Spa nd3u . 
Naumbu rs, Il feld , 5whm and Oranienstcinl 
fo ll owed in 1934, with a further e igh t 
(Bensburg, Ballensred t. Backnang. ROHweil. 
Klotzsc he, Neuzelle, Schulpforte and 
Wahlstan) thc next year. Fa\'ourite locations 
were o ld army cadet schools. requisitioned 
monasteries or refurbished ,aslles. 

The motto of the N PEA was 'Mehr sein a ls 
sc heincn ', wh ich is perhaps mos t mean · 
ingfully translated as 'Be Modest , but Always 
Excel '. The end product of these schools was 
to be a polit Ical so ldier who co uld be 
entrusted with the leadership o f any type o f 
pu b lic service acti vit ),. Each establis hment 
received an ave rage o f 400 application s for 
adm iss io n annually, o f whi ch around 100 
were successful. A comprehenSIve academic 
ed uca tion C'ncompassing history, geography, 
mlls ic, the arts, languages . politics, 
mathematics, biology, physics and chemistry 
wa s provided for boys between the ages of 
ten and eighteen years, and there was a lso 3 

strong emphasis o n ph ysical training. 
Specialisation, both academic and sporting, 
was encouragcd. Some Napola~ aimed at 
producing scientists, o thers linguists, and a 
number of pupi ls wcre a llowed to conccntr:'He 
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on developing their skills 111 rowlIlg. hO\:l!\g. 
fencing, riding, skiing. yachting. glldlllg. and 
.!o0 on. The bo)s came from all walks of life, 
and where parents could nor afford payment 
of tUlllon the fees were usually w;lIved. 

One of tht" more origina l fea tures of Ihe 
NPEA wa~ the Importar1(.-c plact-d un 
practical ed uc(u;oll. The younger boy!> had tu 

spend six to eight wecks of each yea r worki ng 
on a farm, while the older pupils ~ned down 
mll1es or in factories. The idea was that the~' 
shou ld disco\er the ' nobl lit y of mJnual 
labnur' and :;wo1<.1 the temptati ons of cl ass 
exclusiveness. The knowledgl' and l'xpcrtcnce 
gained found their pract ical application ;n 
spring and autumn p::namili tary exercises, 
holiday hikes and o rgan ised tra\'1.'1 abroad. 
The ~trur:ture of each school was patterned 
after Ih e military. Some cst.lblishments 
carried o n the tr_ldlt in ns of certain famo us 
Ge rman army regiments, and the teachers 
lived in the schools with tht' pupils. N PE A 
boys were known as Jungmannen. J.nd were 
divided imo H undert~haften, o r companies, 
of one hundred. Each of these was sub· 
divided '"to rhree Zuge, or platoons, with 
abou t thirty boys. In turn, each Zug wa~ spli t 
into three Gruppen of about ten bors ap'C'('c. 
The Hund ertschafrsfii hrer. Zugfuhrer and 
Gruppenfiih rer were pupils who fulfi lled Ihe 
combmed functions of a school prefect and a 
m ilita ry acadc m) C ldet NCO. N J> EA 
graduates were h ighl ~' so ught aftt'r by the 
\,(Ieh rm acht a~ pote nt ia l officers, and those 
who WCnt on to university cou ld rd)' on 1Ill" 
N~DA I) to assist them (lIlancmll),. 

From the ou tse t, control of the NPEA 
schools wa~ hotly t'ontesred by various part} 
budles. The original mentor of the t PE A 
syStl"m. Joachim Haupt. was an SA officcr. 
and he fell fro m fa\'our after the 'Night of the 
Long Kni\"C~'S' in june 1934 . Dr RobC'n Le~r, 

head o f the L.1bollr Front. then tned upellly 
to attract the Napolas into his own sphere of 
lIlfluence, bur his pro ject encounte red slich 
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strong OpposI ti on fro111 the I\.<ttnlsrry of 
Education rhar he re lented and SCt up the 
ri val Adolf H irler Schoul!> with the su ppo rr of 
Ba ldur "Ull Seh ira ch. Icade r of th e H iti {' r 
Youth. As always . Heinrich Hinunler acteJ 
unobtrUSIvely but wlrh the utmOSt skill. From 
the rim e of the fIrst public fes t ivities 
organised by the NPI:.A In 1934, he took 
pains to be invi ted along and presented to the 
!otaf( as an honoured guesr. In j uly of that 
yea r, the Reichsfiih rul1~· SS vo lunteered to 

lts~ume the responsibility of paying for 
Napo la clothing and equipmenr, and a l ~o 

began to provide scholarships and tUitiOn fees 
for e thn ic Germ;1n studen t ~. On 9 March 
1936 , SS com milnl ent 10 th e ~cho() l s was 
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rewarded with the appomtment of SS­
Obergruppcnflihrer August Hcissme~'a as 
Inspector-Cl:ncral of the NPEA. He set up his 
own HQ, the Ilaupt:lInt Dicnststcllc 
Hcissmeyer, and subsequently required 311 

lPEA per50nnei to enrol In thc Allgemeine-
55. By 1940. the SS had complctely taken 
mer the Napol.ls. \\;In full powers of 
dcci~ion In marrcrs relating 10 curricul um :lod 
sl.lff appoinllllenrs. The selection of TlCW 
Jungnumncn was dcterlll1llt,d by Ru~HA , and 
the NPEA i.:omn1andaT1ts and teachers were 

"uhlc':li~d to 55 dls(lplinc. 
rhe rhythm of Napala life was thereafter 

based on ,hal of thc S. Conventional religion 
was abuh~hed from th e curr iculum ;wd 

rcpl3ccd b~ the "rudy of p01g:ln Germa nI(." 
rite~. T he cC"lebration of Jul fest, rhe ~ 
Chn!>tmas. brought the pupds together to 
worship Ihe Child of rhe Sun, arisen trom hiS 
ashes at the winler .. olsrice. New school songs 
commemorated the slruggle between day and 
night, :\nd prrtised the eternal return of light. 
The night of 2 1 June became the Nighl of the 
Sun, when the boys mount ed a 'J o)'ous 
Guard' awaiting the sun's triumphal 
reappearance. lectur('~ were given on racial 
superionty and 55 ideology. and emphasIs 
waS placed (In duty, courage and personal 
ohligation. Th e 55 influence on the NPEA 
waS also apparent in it!> dress, with the 
adoprion of 55·style daggers and insignia . 
After 1940. a new scheme of ranks which 
was l'nllrt'I)' SS in form was introduc:t'd for 
NPEA .. taff, as follows: 

N P EA -UmerslU rm fli hrer 

NPEA -Ober~tu rm f II hrer 
NPlA.Haupmurmfuhrer 
NPEA -Sturmbannruh rer 

Proballonary 
leacher 
Teacher 
Senior Teacher 
Deputy Head of 
Department 

NPEA-Ohcrsrurmbannfiihrer Head of 

NPEA-Standartellliihrcr 

NPEA-Obcrfuhrer 
tpEA _ Brig\\defiih rer 

NPEA-Gruppenfuhrer 

Department 
Deput')' 
Ilcadmas ter 
Headmaster 
Local School 
Inspector 
National School 
In .. pcctor 

With (he needs of Lcbcnsborn and similar 
SS o rgani sa tions in mind, the first all·girl 
NPEA school wa<; opened in 1941 at Achcrn 
in Baden. to be followed shortly thereafter by 
tWO more. Some of the previously all-male 
schools subsequently admitted female pupils 
and st:lff, No less thall twenty-se"en new 
Napola~ were founded between 1941 :lIld 
1942 , and wilh the enormou s expansion of 
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rhe N PEA programme dl1nn~ the war 55 
influence became paramounl. For example. 
VO.\II ensured that the schoo l at Rufach 
Included a substantial number of )'oung 
Volksdeutsche from ikssarabia and Bukovin3 
in Ihe student body. Three schools known :\s 
NPEA Reichssc hulen were set up in the 
occupied western territories specifically to 

lake 111 non-German Nordic pupils, the future 
leaders of the Germanic-55. The RClchs!>Chule 
FI.wdern at KWatrec!H in Flanders, opened in 
September 1943, WaS equipped to acCOm­
modate some 800 boys, although it ne\'er 
managed to enrol more than 120, all under 
the age of fourteen. It was commanded b)' 55-
Obersturmfuhrer Paul Steck. The 
Reichsschule Nlederlande fur Jungen at 
Valkenburg in Holland took Dutch bo)'s and 
was 'twinned- with its n{'3rest Germ3n 
counterpart. Ihe NPF.A Bensburg , with 
regular exchanges of students and staff 
berween the two establishments. The closely 
associated all· female Re.ichsschule Nied­
erlande Hir Madchen was located at nearby 
Heithui jsen, and \\'ali run by a pro-Nati 
Dutch baroness. 

In December 1944, by virtue of his 
"uccesses with the 1':PEA and Re1('hsschu len. 
and his position 3S Comma nder-ln·C h.ef of 
the I-lome Army, Himmler was appointed by 
Hitler [Q be SUpCTv lsor of all schoo ls from 
wh .ch future Wehrmacht and WaHen ·5S 
officers cou ld be recruited. In thcor)'. duu put 
hllll 10 charge of almost ('ver)' educational 
estab lishment in the Third Reich and 
conquered count Ties! 

H imm ler 's long- Ierm plans made It 

desirable that the SS shou ld control not only 
jun IOr and seconda r), schools. but also th e 
centre .. of higher learning. Nazi ~ tudents' 

groups had b1:cn formed a t some German 
universities as early ali 1922. but these werc 
slm pl ), gathermgs of student !> who had 
enro lled m the NSDAP. It was not until 
Feb ru ary 1926 thar a se parate s lUdent 
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org'IIlISatlOn, the 'atlonal Soci:.llist German 
Students' League INa u on.llsozi.llist1!;che 
De utsche Siudemenbund or NSDSt.B ). was 
establidled at ~1unich U01\,ersity under 
Baldur \'00 Schirach. He organised rhe 
NSDSr.B into ren dlStTlCIS , each under a 
Krcisflihn.'r. an d memhership was extended to 
include Sluclcnfs at Technical Colleges, Trade 
Schools and Business Colleges. Ultimatel)", the 
proportion of NSDSt,B members ar univerSity 
WOIS lower than that of Ibose a ttending the 
other centre .. of further edw."a tion. They were 
encouraged to join the SA and take pan in 
military sports, bUI less rhan half did .'to, 
many balking ill Ihe thought of associaling 
with the parry's roug.her clements. By January 
1933 Ihe NSDSt.B still had only 6,300 male 
and 750 female members. Even after lhe Nal'i 
assumption of power, enrolment in the 
organisation was not made obligator)' for all 
studelllS. On the contrary, membership was 
deliberately selective and restricted TO 5 per 
ce nt of the stud enr body, As [he N I'EA 
accepted o nl y the cream of German school 
pupils, so the NSDSt.B would take on ani), 
the best and most reliable i!ttudl'ms in further 
education. Each univ~rsi ry or institute of 
higher learning had an NSDSt.B Stamm· 
1> lannschaft, or regular com pan),. limited to 
not mor~ than sixty individuals. all of whom 
had alread)' to be members of the NSDt\P, 

A, 55, I$KK o r HJ. The)' signed on fo r ar 
least <l year, and th eir task was 10 act as 
political leaders among their fdlow students. 

Borh Himmler, who had a degree In 
agriculture, and the NSDAP Deputy Fuhrer 
Rudolf Hess, a history grad uate and SS­
Obergruppenfuhrer, took a keen inf eresl III 

NSDSt. B 111atters. Hess spoke of it as 'a .. on of 
mtellcctunl S5·. and Himmler hoped thai It 
would furnish Ihe future elite of the party, 
fhe y saw il as a natural extension of the 
NPFA s),stem, which would continue to 

oversee those boys and gIrls from the Napolas 
whu had prm'ed themselves cnpahlc of further 
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education. The (wo were instrumcmal in the 
sening up of a new aUk-I.", the Reich Srudem 
Leadership (Rclchssrudentenfuhrung or RSF), 
in November 1936. It had ultimate control 
ovC'r both the N5DSLB and the ordln.lr) 
German Student Association (Deutsche 
Studcntcnschafr or OSr.) to which all German 
students 3urolnaricallr belonged. Command of 
the RSF was given to SS-Obcrgruppt.'nflihrer 
Dr Gusra,··Adolf Scheel. who was nominated 
Reichsstudentenfuhrer. FrOIll that time on, 

student affairs beg.1" to he heavily influenced 
by the 55. SDSr.B members were soon kirted 
Olll in a dark·blue uniform derh'cd from the 
garb of the Allgemeine-55 3nd thc Hitler 
Yourh. Scheel SCI up the N$-Altherrenbund der 
Dtutschen Studenren, a new Nazi alumni 
orgall/sation. and forced the l'xlsting 
associations of formcr students to 3ffihatc With 
it 011 pai n of orherwi~e being barred from 
further participation in student affairs. Only 
rhe Catholic alumni bodies refused to 

capitulate. and [hey were subseqm'nllr 
ouliawed by Himmler. As 3 resulr, 311 financial 
contributions and legacies from 'old boys' had 
to be channelled th rough the Altherrenbund, 
and so were controlled by the R5F and. 

ultimately, the 5S. 
After 1939, most N5DSt.B leaders departed 

to 10111 the Wehrmacht and WaHen-S5, thus 
leaving political indoctrination of stude1H<; in 
the hands of less cOllllllined mdlviduals. 

Moreover. the actual composition of tht.' 
.. rudent body was altcred radicall}'. Whereas 
before the war only a small percentage of 
studentS had been women. by 1943 tbe~' 

accounted for more than 35 per cent of the 
student population. That factor alonc greatly 
reduced rhe influence of the 5S, still basically a 
male organisation, over studenr life. H immler 
actlv(dy encouraged potential Germanic-55 
leaders from Flanders, Holland, Norway and 
Denmark to srud)' at German uni\wsities and 
technical colleges through the La ngemarck 
Schola rship scheme, whll:h commemorated 
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the young Getman student volunteers who 
had fought so heruicall}' at the Bartle of 
Langemarck near Ypres In NO\'ember 1914. 
Howe\'er. the second h.tl( of [he Second \'<'orld 
Wlar SflW Nazi interesr 111, and domJOance 

over. the uni\ersities fall away. and in some 
cases they e\'en became staunch centres of 
anti-Nazi resistanc..:. 

\\.:/hile the majority of ordinary German 

youngsters never had an}" associations with the 
N PEA or NSDSt.B. most either belonged to, or 
had friends in, rhe Hitler YOllth (Hitlerjugcnd 
or H.J ) and irs female equi\'alc11I thc League of 
Ge rman Girls (Bund Deutscher r.,'lilclel or 
BDM ). After 1933 the HJ was .1 main source 
of recruitment for rhe Allgememe-55, and as 
the power and prestige of rhe A declined so 
those of the 5S and HJ I1lcreascd. In 1936 it 
was decreed that the whole of German youth 
was to be 'educated, outside the pJ.rental home 
and school, in the HJ, physically, intellectually 
and morally. for sen' ice to the nation and 

communi!)". The Hj imtially found it hard to 
m~t the greJ.t demands made upon It, and for 

that n~ason obligatOr)' membership was 
delayed for several year!>. Even so, \oluntary 
enlistment resulted in the number of H itle r 
Youths reaching 8 million (i.e. 66 per cent of 
those eligible to join ) at the end of 1938. 
Compulsory HJ sen'ice for all male se\enteen· 
year-olds wa~ introduced on 25 1\larch 1939. 
and in September 1941 membership finally 
became obligatory for both sexe~ from Ihe age 
of tcn onward. ~tany of the activities • 
trappings dnd insignia of the HJ were denn'd 
from those of the S5. with much anti-Semitism, 
neo-pJ.ganism .1nd use of rumc symbolism, and 
co-operal1on between tht: SS and the HJ 
became ever closer until by the end of rhe war 

the two had merged their interests almost 
completely. By that time, the ultimate allll of 
t=\"ery Hitler Youth was acceptance mtO the SS. 

The elite branch of the Hitler Youth 

organisation was the I-IJ-Strcifendienst, Ot 
Patrol Service, created in December 1936. It 
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was In effect an internal police force for the 
Hj, and kept order at Hitler Youth rallIes and 
camps, contro lled transporr movements, 
supervised H] hostds and counteracted 
Juvenile crime. Each member was issued with 
a special pass and an SS-style cuff title and. as 
needs demanded, a small calibre nfle. In 
August 1938, under an agreement bctween 
H im mler and \'on Schirach's Reichsjugend. 
fu hrung, the HJ-Streifend ie nst wa~ reor­
ga nised as a SOrt of preparatory school for the 
SS. Irs training was placed enurely In SS 
hands, and boys were expected to graduate 
into the SS or police after leaving the serVIce. 

Another HJ forma tion closely associated 
with Ihe SS wa~ rh e Landditnsr or l and 
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Servu ... l·, thc purpose of which was to provide 
mlunrary agricultural assistance. particularly 
in the eastern provlOces of [he Reich. The 

Landdienst was formed in 193 4 and sent 
urban HJ volunteers on to farms for one year. 
the so·called Landjahr, fO give them 
agricultural experience. At the outbreak of 
war, the service had 26 .000 members. In 
February 1.940, the Siedlernachwuchsstelle 
OSt, or Eastern Young Settlers Office, was 
crcated under a joint agreement between the 

SS and HJ to train youngsters as Wehrbauern, 
peasant guards who would populate and 
defend the conquered e.lst. Volumeers were 
racially scrurinised by RuSHA and had to 
r('gister with the RKFDV. To further this ai m, 
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the Landdienst concept was extendc:d in 1942 
to include youths from [he Nordic coumries 
of Flanders~ Hulland, Norway and Denmark. 
who voluntee red for employment wi th the 
newl), created Germanic Land Service, or 
Germanischer Landdienst. Its badge \.".as the 
Odo.l.Rune, and its mono was 'Schwen und 
Scholle' ('Sword 3nd oil'). With the turn of 
the ride of war, however. the Germanic Land 
Ser"ice was officially wound up in March 
1944 and many of its male personnel were 
transferred to the Waffcn·55. 

From \936, the HJ ran weekend courses in 
field exercises (GcHindesport) and rifle 
shooting. Initially it relied on its own 
personnel and the Wehrmacht to furnish 
Instructors. but increasingly the SS became 

Involv ... d il1 H itler Youth paramilirary 
training. In 1939 toughening-up camps, or 
Wehrertiichtigungs lager (WE-Lager), we re 
c=stabli:.hed in which bo),s between the ages of 
sixteen-and-a-half :lnd eighteen were pu t 
through a three-week course culminating in 
an award of Ihe K-Schein, or War Training 
Certificate. By 1943 there were around 150 
such camps, which included among their 
rrainees and inslructOrs \'olunreers from 
Flandc=rs. HoJland, Norway. Denmark and 
Latvia. There was a sound practical reason 
why the SS look a great imerc=st in the WE­
Lager S)'Slem. for it furnishc=d Himmler with a 
means of circumventing the \Vehrma~ht's 
monopoly on mliitaf), rc=cruiunent. The 
Waffcn-SS possessed no powC'rs of direct 
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conscripnon among German nationals, bur if 
a young man could he persuaded to volunteer 
for rhe Waffen -SS before reaching hiS 
twt.'ntieth year. rhe normal age for conscript 
serVice. hiS preference for that branch of the 
fighting (orces was normal1}' respected. The 
SS therefore strove to persuade WE-Lagc=r 
bop 10 \'olulHeer for service in one of its 
combat divisions after ther had obrained 
their K-Schein . 

In Februaq· 19·B, following the loss of the 
6th Arm}' at Stalingrad, manpower shortages 
becalne :.0 acute that H itler authorised a 
programme to encourage voluntary 
enlisrment of sevenreen-year-olds, boys who 
would nOT have been subject to conscription 
until 1946. The 55 saw this as a golden 
opportunity to build up its own forces. 
Negotiations between Himmler and the 
Rt'ichsJugendfuhrt'f, Artur Axmann. began at 
once, as a result of which it was decided to 
raist' an eOfirely new Wafft'n-55 division from 
Hitler Youths who had completed their 
course~ at the WE·l.ager. B}' mid-summer the 
requin'd number of 10.000 volunteers had 
been mustered. In October the division was 
officially named 12th 55-Panzer Division 
'Hiderjugt'nd' and it went into acrion 
following the Allied invasion of Normandy. 
The fanatical young soldiers, keC'n to 

demonstrate their worthiness to wear the 
honoured SS runes. threw themselve<; inro 
battl t' withour regard for losses. which were 
devastating. O\'er 8,500 of thei r number were 
either killed or wounded. and by the end of 
the war a slllgie tank and 455 men were all 
that remained of one of Germany's foremost 
armoured divisions. 

The 55 also mtlde use of HJ \'Olunt~rs on 
Ihe home froOf. By the middle of 1943, there 
were some 100,000 young Germans 111 the 
Auxiliary Flak organisation, run by the 
Luftwaffe, but the demand for anti-aircraft 
gunners and searchlight operators was such 
that Goring and Axmann approached Alfred 
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Rosenberg in March 1944 with a request that 
the youth of the occupied eastern territories 
should also be enrolled as Flak Helpers. This 
would apply, as in G('rmany, to boys and girls 
from thelf fiftet'nth birthday umil they were 
old enuugh to be drafted into theit respective 
ethnic legions. Since these foreign legions 
were controlled by the 55, the youngsters 
from the east likewise came under Himmler's 
jurisdiction. Over 16,000 boys and 2,000 
glfls were c\'elltually recruited from rhe Baltic 
statc~, Byelorussia and the Ukraine. The)' 
were first called 55·Helfer, then Luftwaffen­
Helfer, and finally 5S-Luftwaffen-Helfer, and 
were fequired to operate throug hou t Ihe 
Reich. Service in the Flak baneries was fully 
combatant, with Over forty fo reign Flak 
auxlliaTlcs bemg killed in action and twO 
winning the Iron Cross. Each youngster wore 
thC' S5 runes on a black ITI3ngle on the up~r 
left arm, in the mannef of the standard HJ 
district insignia. 

The other area where SS and Hitler Youth 
came into close contact was fire fighting. In 
June 1939, SS-Gruppenfiihrcr Dr Johanne) 
.\teyer, commander of the Feuer­
~chut1_polizei, met HJ leaders to discuss the 
participation of the H itler Youth in fire 
defence. The HJ -Feuerloschdienst (HJ Fire 
Fighting Service) was subsequently 
established, and the following December it 
was integrated into the HJ-Streifcndicnsr. In 
March 194 J its official desig natio n was 
altered ro HJ -Feuerwehrscharen (HJ Fire 
DC'fence Squads). and the I-IJ un ifo rm was 
replaced (or members by a modified version 
of Ihat of Ihe Feucrschuu:polizei_ As the war 
progressed, the distinclion be lween the 
specially trained I-IJ -Feuerwehrscharen and 
other HJ units became blurred. By 1943. age 
restrictions had been jenisoned and all 
members of rhe youth .,en·ices acred as 
volunteer helpers in 31r raids. In mid- 1943 
there were 700,000 boys engaged in fire 
defence. and in the course of that year alone 
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thlftY-fWO wt're killed, 60- wounded and 
300 decorated wlf h th e Iron Cross or '\ ar 
Merit Cros ... 

latc in February 1 "'45. whcn rnc 
advancing Russi an Army w(t~ doslI1g to on 
Berhn, special unit, of s3boteL.lr~ and 
partisan guerrillas were fo rmed from t1w 
German popula\:c for Ihe purpo),(' of 
harassing the approaching enemy. In thc 
event of the capture of the capital. members 
of these units, known 35 'Wehrwolf' or the 
'Fn-ikorps Adolf Hltlt'r', were [0 function 
hehind Allied lines III the uccupied zones 
crearing wh.lt havoc they could. It fell to 

Himmler.:l!t ommander·in-Chief of rhe 
Home Armr. to set up the \Vehrwolf 
organisalion .lnd he put it under rhe 
command of S. Obergruppcnfuhrer Hans 
I'rUt1.!nano. wilh SS-Urigadcfiihrer Karl 
Pnaumer 3S his depUI}. However. with all 
able-bodied personnel already at the front 
line or '" the Volkssturm. Wehrwolf had to 
rei}' on very young members of Ihe HJ and 
8D;\1 to make up its numbers. A variet), of 
dunes was entrusted to these hoys and gIrls. 
mcluding Ihe <;a lvagmg al1d concealment of 
arms and :!.mmunirion, minor acts of 
~abotage such as puncturing Ivres. and the 
conveying of messages and dismbutioll of 
Nazi propaganda. Older Wehrwoh'es 
seconded from the Waffcn -55 and All­
gemeine-55 SCI up secret radio transmitters. 
lOok part in ass311sin :nions and infiltrated 
encmr headqul1rtcrs. \'I;' lthout doubt, the 
Wehrwolf organisation inflicted substantial 
damage and, e\ en after the surrender. 
marauding groups 0 1 55 and Hitler Youth 
participated In acts of sabotage agOlinst the 
American, British, French and RUll~ian 
occupation authorities. 

B\ its indoctrination of vouth through , ' 

mteracnon with the NPEA, N5D5t.B, HJ and 
BDM, the SS ensured thOlt the ideals of 
Himmlcr and Hider survh'ed long after their 

demist'. 

THE GERMANIC-55 
I'o,\,\essed as ht: was by the desire to artract all 
the: Nordic blood o( Europe Into the 5, 
I-llmmier envisaged the ultimate creation of a 
new Germanlc pro\'inct' to be caHed 
Burgundla. grouping the Netherlands . 
Belgium and nonh-east France, whICh would 
act a'\ a buffer protecting German), from 
Il\vaMon. Burgundla would eventually be 
policed and gm·ernl.'d by the 55. and to that 
end the Rcichsfuhrer established native 
replicas of tbe Allgemeine-55 in Flanders. 
Holland and NOf"\vay :.0011 after the conquest 
of these countries. At the end of 1942. thc~c 
formations were remon·d from the influence 
of their own national. collaborationist 
political leaders and amalgamated 10 hecome 
a new 'Germanic-55' under Hlmmlcr's direct 
ordetll, With rhe raising of a Danish branch 
in 1943, the Germanic-55 grew to encompass 
a total acti\'e membership of llimost 9.000 
men. who .. e pnmary task was to support the 
local po lice hy roming out panisans, 
subversi\Cs and other .lnti-Nazi elements. 
i\l embers r(.'tained their own languages and 
customs, but there was no question that 
Germany pulled the )trings. From rhe ourset, 
HimmJer told his western \olumeers: 
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Be certain of thiS. There will be in all 
Europe JUSt one 5S - th e Germanic·55 
under the command of the Reichsfiihrer-
55. You tan resist, but that is I] matter of 
mdlffen:nce to me for we will create it in 
an)' case. We do not ask )'ou to turn 
agalnsr your countr)'. nor to do an),thing 
repugnant to anyone proud of his country. 
who Jo"es it and has his se lf-rl.'spect. 
Neither do we expect you to become 
Germans Out of opporrunism. What we do 
Olsk is that you suburdi n:lte your national 
ideal to a superior racial and historicOlI 
ideal. that of the single and all-embracing 

Germanic Reich . 

IH[ IllG[M[INE-IS 

Gellt"ral respoll'\ihilll)' for the ,;upetvislon of 
the Germanic-55 and its forerunner, re~{ed 
with the ~S I-Iauptamt. wblch 3ssisled m the 
foundation and expan~ioll of the new body. 
Personnel were ~oon klttt.'d OUt wllh surplus 
black Allgemeine-55 uniforms imponed from 
Germany, ro \\ hich suitable n.1Iion31 InSlgma 
were attached. A special Germ:mic 1 L:lt<,on 
Office. or Gcrmamsche Leimelle. WOlS SCt up, 
with h(':ldquartcr) a l 20 Admiral von 
Schroder Stra~~c, Sedill. and branches til The 
Hague. Oslo and Copenhagen. The functlun 
of these OutpOStS was to oversee the whok 
political propaganda and recruiting aCtlVLty 
of rh(' 5S in thc r('speelive areas of weStern 
Europe and Scandinavia. After a time . it 
became apparent that the Germanic recruits 
often needed speci:!.1 handbng and 
Indoctrmatlon before they could be full~' 

accep ted InlO the 5 • and to meet thl 
reqUIrement a Germanic·55 Training 
Department was established. with four main 
training camps 3 1 Sennhcim in Alsace, 
Schooten in I~elgillm, I-Iov!'lrc in Dcnmark 
ilnd Avegoor in Iioliand. The emphasis in the 
camps' curriculum was on games, sport and 
polnical education. In addition. there was a 
Germanic-55 Officers' School tFuh rerschule 
der GermanLM.hen-SS ) at Hildeshelm. the 
purpOse of which was to provide general 
training for future politi..::!1 ie:lder) in th~ 
Germanic-55. In faCt, the V;lSI maiorit), of 
applicant s t(l join the Germanic-55 were 
immcdlately redIrected towards the WOlffen­
!\S, particularly the '\Vi king' and 'Nordland' 
Di\·isions. for combat service. Each of the 
four national formarions which came to make 
up the Germanic-55 had its own di.!.tinc( 
IIIStO!}', and these are now CO\'i:red III rurn. 

So far as Sclgium was concerned. the Nazis 
had always drawn a dt.'ar distinction between 
Its (Wo peoples . at first favouring the 
Flemings of FIOlnders, who werC' Germanic in 
language and race, as against the Walloom of 
\'I;'a)l011la. \\ho were French-speaking and of 
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Romanic ongin. From 1940. Hitler pia) ed 
upon the long-standing resenrmt;nt felt h)' 
Flemings against the Walloon-dominated 
state of Belgium, whICh had been crcated onl), 
1 10 yearlo before. He encouraged n<1tiOnOllist 
dissension in tht' coumry, supportrng the 
Vlaamsch Nation.131 Verbond or VNV 
(Flemish Nallonal Uninn) of Gustave ·5t.lf de 
Clercq, which )aw Fbnders as ::I natural pan 
of the Netherbnds rather thall of Belgium, 
and which soon absorbed all collaborationist 
parties in FI.lI1ders. The VNV had its own 
version of the German SA, called the Dietsche 
MilLtie Zwartt Brigade. and a network of 
OIht.'r organisations which paralleled the I-IJ, 
N KK. RAD and N5DAP poliricalleadership. 

III September 1940, twO pro·German 
Flemings, Ward HcrmllOs and Rene Lagro u. 
sct up a Flemish equi\'alem of the AlIgcmC'ine-

5 In Antwerp. Hermans was a prominem 
member of the VNV, and began by enrolling 
130 of his pJrty colleagues into the corps, 
which he ca1Jed the Algemeene Schuts)ch:lren 
Vlaanderen, or Flemish General SS. 8y March 
1941 there were 1,580 active mt.'mbcrs with a 
further 4,000 Parron Membc."rs Or 
Beschcrmende Ledcn. who comributcd 
financially. like the German Forderndc 
Mitglieder. Howe\er. due to the conSfant loss 
of its men 10 the German armed forces . 
particularly rhe 'Westland' and 'No rdwest' 
Regiments and Flemish Legion of Iht' \X'a ffen-
55. the strength of the Algemccne-SS 
Vlaanderen fell away cons iderably during 
1941. :llthough it wall ne\'cr less than 300. In 
1942. veterans retuming from their voluntary 
sen'ice on the eastern front ag311l built up the 
numbers of the Flemish 55. That October. 10 

accordance with Himmler's polic)' of bringing 
all Germanic Gt'neral S~ formations wlthlO a 
lIoingle German orbit. the hod} was renamed 
the Germaansehe-55 in Vlaandl' rcn. or 
Germanic·5 In Flanders. Those who were 
too o ld or nOt up 10 the phYSIcal 
requirements of the Germaansche-S5 could 
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enro l in irs rese rv e unit, known as the 
Vla::tnderen-Korps. The policy of {he Flem ish 
5S was vcry much at odds with the cautious 
pro-Dutch attitude of the VNV, and it used 
its own newspaper. De 55 Mall, openly 10 

advocate total German comrol over Flandl·rs. 
The nonllnal strength of the Flemish S5 in 

June 1944 wa s 3,500. However. 1,600 of 
these were on military se rvice with the 
\'(I3ffen' SS, 940 were with the NSKK and 500 
were in the Vlaandercn- Korps. leaving o nl y 
460 active General SS members in Flandcro;, 
of whom 100 were still probationers. By the 
end of the ye:H, most of Belgium had been 
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liberated. There was on ly one significant 
exception - the imporranl port of Antwerp, 
birthplace of [I'll' Flemish 55. which remained 
1Il German hands_ The Senior 55 and Police 
Commander in Belgium, SS-Gruppenfuhrer 

Richard Jungclaus, linked the remnams of the 
Germaansche-5S In Vlaanderen and the 
paramilitaries of the VNV into a Security 
Corps, or 5icherheitskorps, of some 2.500 
men. A battalion of thiS corps fought 
alongside the German defenders of Antwerp 
in a battie whi ch lasted throughout 

September-November 1944. It w.u one of the 
rare examples of western European S5 being 

!HE AllGEMEINE-II 

u:>ed 10 fight against [he British <lnd 

Americam, most of their colleagues seeing 
comba t service onh' in Ru ,)ia. 

So far as Ii oliand was concerned, over 
50.000 Germans lived and worked thefe 
before the Second World War so It IS not 
surprising that a number of pro-NaLJ group~ 
sprang up In the Netherlands durin~ the 
formative },eJ.r) of thl:' Third Reich. The most 
impo rtant of Ih es(' was the Narionaal­
$ociaJisrische Bcweging o r NSB. the Na tional 
Socia list j\l oveme nt of Anton Adriaan 

Mussert. The NSB was a highly o rg:lni~ed 
and fully uniformed party with it) ow n 
parami lita ry stx't ion , the Weer Afdcelingen or 
WA, and in 1940 it was granted a potitic;lI 

monopoly in th e Netherland ) under the 
cont rolhng aurhorlq' at th e cOUlHn's 

Reichskommissar, SS-Obergruppellfuhrer Dr 
Arthur 5eyss- lnquart. In Novembcr 1940, 
following the Flemish exam ple. the N5B took 
the bold step of establi shmg its own SS within 
the framewo rk of the party. Th e IllIti:\live 
ca me from the former leader of Mussert's 

pe r!>ona l bodyguard. J ohannes "kndrik 
f' Henk'J h-Idmeljcr, who created what W.IS 

known simply as the Nederlandsche-5S. In 
October 1942. the Dutch 55 ceased [() be a 
para mil itary formation of the NS B. It W.1S 

renamed the Germaan~che-55 en Nederland 
and became a parr of the greater Germa nic-S5 
under Himml er's o rd ers . Mu sse rt's control 
over it came to an end, and .111 Dutch SS men 

had to swear a persOlul oath o f loyalty to 
Adolf H itler. 

The Germaansche-S5 en Nede rland had. 
on paper, a st rength of five regiment) plus an 
55- Police regiment, 10 ad d iti on to 4,000 
Patron Mem bers. or Begunstigende Leden. It 
also su pported ItS o'~n journal, the Sturm SS. 
However, ItS nominal active membership of 
3,800 was constantl y depleted b} \,olul1t.uy 
enl istments in the Waffen-S5. An affiliated 
guard unit set up 11)' the H55Pf Nordwest, 55-
Obergruppcnftihrer Ha nns Rauter, after the 

137 

Inc c/ .. ~, 2~ s..o..d fNM<m1, Gomm<-SS<" 
Ntlhermds, c. 1944. Tlvs is a ~ item, ~ (OIMIIed from 
o Duflh palKa ~eI DI a lime when b\OO; SS seMt:8 lA'lifoon 1\.00 wtle in 

"'" """ 
dlsbandmg of the 'Nordwest' Regiment. took 
the title S5-\'(Iachbataillon Nordwcst. It had 
four compa ni es. one of which was used 
largely for ceremomal du t ies at 5S 
Headquarters in The Hague. The orhers acted 
as gua rds at the concentration ca mps which 

were es tabh shed a t Il enoge nbu sch, Vught 
and other parts 01 the Netherlands. The 55-
Pos rsch ur z III Hol land also emp loyed a 

number of o'w-a~e Dutch volunteers. 
In ::Iddirion to bringing in their own policc, 

the German occupation a uthOrities 111 

Holland set about reorganising the Dutch 
police, and the SS were inevitably invoked III 

the process. A nt-W bod)', the Communal 
Po lice, replaced the variOus munici pal forces 
and was trained under SS direction al the 
Po lice School at Schal l..ha a r. Members were 
kined our In a Uniform hased upon that of 
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the Allgemeine-55 hUT with 3 closed coll:H. 
and an)' Dutch policem:1Il who was also a 
member of the Germanic-55 could we~lr the 
S5 runes belo\\ the left hr~<;r pocker of his 
runic. [n March 1943, the NSB set up the 
L.1ndwachr Nederland (Dutch Home GU:lfd), 
III which all p;1rt)' members between the ages 
of seventeen <1nd fifty were required to serve. 

The following Ocrobn. it WdS renamed 
Landstorm Nederland :l nd taken mer b~' the 
55 . .\Iembers lIlitial1y wore WA or Germanic­
SS uniform. but later wenr into ficld-grey. 
The Landstornl fought primarily against the 

Dmch rc"isrance . but was :llso engaged 
against the Briti sh ,lirborne fo rces around 
Arnhcm in Septe mber 1944. Two monrhs 
later it absorbed the SS·Wachbataillon 
I ordwes[, the ::.taffs of varIOus training 
establishments and around 3,000 Dutchmen 
brought hack from working in Germ:IIl~'. and 
became the SS-Grt!llJ.dier Divi"ion 
'Landstorm ~ederland·. The din~ioll S;1W 

minor defensive fi~hnng before II ,>urrcndcred 

in May 1945. 
Unlike thc other occupied western 

countries. Norw.1Y had only one 
col1:lbora ting party of any importanct'. the 
umformed Nasiona\ 5amiing or N5 (National 
Unity) movemenl of Vidkun Quisling. 

Quisling attempted 10 assume power 
immedLatr1r after rhe German 1n\·:!sioll. but 

was ordered to step do\\ n and it was not 
until February J 942 th:H Hitl er appOinted 
him Presidenr of Norway, tht! only 
collaborator ever ro achieve such hi~h office 
in a German-occupied country. Howe\·er. he 

was nOt entrusted widl exclusive power. The 
real rule r of Norway was his a rch-ri\'al, 

Reichskommissar Josef Terbo\'en, who 
operated a ruthless regime from his fortress at 
Casde 5kaugum in Oslo. In Apri l t 941, jor\.lS 
Lie. Chief of rhe Norwegian Pollee. and t\ wI 
Stal1~, Minister of 5pon and Chief uf Staff of 
the Rlk~hird hhe 1"'5 version of the German 
SA ). saw sernce In Yugoslavia WIth rhe 

Waffen-55 Divisiun 'Reich'. Both received rhe 
Iron Cross 2nd Class. Aiter his homecoming 

3'> a war-decorated hero. Lie :H once set about 
intnguing with Terhoven aganlsr their mutual 

foe, Qllishng. With German complici ty. Lie 
founded t he Norgc~-55, a Norwegiall 
equivalent of the Allgemeint'.55 recruited 
from the c ream of the Rik shi rd. Quisling, 
who had not been consulted or forewarned, 
was fu rious but there was little: he could do, 
for Himmler had given the Norwegian 5S his 
blessing. The Reichsfuhrer arrived in Oslo ro 
pre~idc o\'e r the oa th -taking ceremony, and 
duly appoillled Lie to command the unit with 
the" rank of 55-St<lndanenfGhre r. Before the 
Norges·55 could complete even its basic 
training, however_ Hitler IIlvaded Russia and 
85 per cent of its membership immediately 
volunteered for service with the .L orwegian 
Legion III the eaSL The rest weill into a Police 

Company under Jonas Lie, which took part 

in the siege of Leningrad. 
In Jllly \ 942. many \'eteralls returned from 

Russia and the Norges-55 was reactivated. A 
fe\\ months latl·r. in accordance with 
Himmler's polic~', it became the Germanske· 
SS Norge. TIl!;' fanne r Rikshird insignia was 
::Ibandoned and a common scheme of ranks. 
hased on those of the Allgemeine-55 and the 
other Germanic-55 formations, was adopted. 
The Germanic-55 ,n Norwa) sevt.'red all 
connections wnh ItS Rik shi rd parem and it 
was hencefOrth forbidden for members to 

belong to both organis;nions. A new oath of 
allegiance was raken, 10 H itler rather than 
QUH.ling, and the German-inspired malta 
'r.. 1in Ae re e r Troskap' ('ylr Honour is 
Loyahy' l was authorised. No Germanic-55 
uni t In Norw;JY .nrained sufficient size to be 
regarded as a 5tandarte. The largest that 

could he mustered was a 5tormbann or 
hattalion. of which there wcre twelve in 

\'arious parts of the country. It is possible that 
at least five of these existed ani}" on p3per 
and that all the others were cons istently 
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HirnrM!t inspecTing NorwegKll1d.m!eflS for me SS.Stordorte 'Noobl', 9 Februorv 19~1 

under-strength. Thi s was nor rhe result of a 
lack of volunteers so much as the f,let that the 

Germanic-55 in Norwa}", as e lsewhere, was 
parr-time and often merely a stepping STone 

into the Waffen -55 o r other branch" .. of thc 
WehrrTlaeht. 50 many Germanic·55 men did , 
in faer, volun teer for full-time Waffen-55 
service that ther were able to contribute an 
entire company ro the 'Nordland' Regimt"nt 
in the spring of t 943. At the same time, the 
Cermanske-5S Norge established the S5-
Wachbataillon Oslo, which recruited another 
500 Norwegians to act as guards ;It vanous 
installations in the ci t y and elsewhere. The 
concept of Patron l"lembers, or Stottende 
Medlemner. was introduced into Norwav as 
in the other Germanic coun tries. Official 
figure s publi shed in Cer/1/(l1Ierell, th e 

Norwegi<lll 5S paper. in Seprember 1944 ~.1VC 
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the strength of the Germanic-S5 in Norway as 
1,250 of whom 330 were on combat duty 
with the Waffen-55 and -60 111 police unit~ 
including 55-Wachbataillon Oslo. That lef: 
on ly 160 Norwegians in the actile Germanic-

55. ~o many unit~ must have existed in a 
skeleton form only. At the same wnt', there 
were 3.500 Patron Members. 

The other Germanic Country, Denmark, 
had several pro-Nai"i political parries be fore 
the Second \'';?orld War, the malll One being 

the Dal1m3rks Nationa l-5ocial ... tiske Arbeider 
Parr;, or DN5AP, under Fr its Clausen. The 

DNSAP was highly org:llltsed. with ils own 
Corps of Politica l Leaders. Youth Section, 
Labour 5ervice and SA, which It called the 
Storm Afdelinger. In Deccmbn 1939 the 
Danish SA could muSter only 900 men but 
by the bc~mmng of 1941 tI~is had ris~n to 
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2,500. many of whom wert: larcf Sl' nl on 
trai ning courses to the Germamc·55 camp at 
Sennhcim. In "prJi 1941, 100 Danes 
volu ntee red for service with the \\:'af(e n-SS 
, lordland' Regiment. and aher the invasion 

of Russill a further 1.200 jOined rhe ha sti ly 
raised Freikorps Danmark to fighr in the cast. 
The FreikQrps was commanded by Ch ristian 
Frederic k COUJl( \ 0 11 Scha lburg, a Danish 
a ri stoc rat of Balt ic-German o rigm and one· 
timt! leader of the DNSA P You rh, who had 
und l recently bee n serv ing as a n 55-
Sturmbannfithrer with the <Wiking' DiVIsion. 

The unit weill mto bartle in Mar 1942 
attached to the SS-TQ[enkopf- Divl~ion. ;'Ind 
rook part in Ihe celebrated :le rio n rH 

Dem jansk where von Schalburg waS killed on 
2 June. lie was given a st,n e funeral by the 
Nazi authorities in Denmark. The Frcikorps 

ulum:.neiy suffered over 20 per Ce nt 
casualties, and was officially disbanded ,\ year 

later. 
M ost of rh e Freikorps vete rans were 

transfe rred . without much regard fo r their 

personal wishes . ro the \'<'affen-S5 division 
'No rdl and'. A few, however, including SS­
Obersru rmbannfuhrcr Knud Martinsen, rhe 

last commander of rhe fO m13tlOn. returned to 
their homeland to set up what :ltllounred in all 
but name to a Dan ish branch of the 
Allgemeine-55. In April 1943, with German 
Support, Martinsen c!>tabhshed the Germ:lnsk 
Korpset (Gennanic Corps), which he shonl>' 
thert!after renamed rhe 5chalburg Korpset or 
Schal burg Corps in memory of the Freiko rps 
hero. Severa l eastern front vetera n!> formed 
themsekes int o the cadre of the new unit, 
wh ich opened its ranks to all young Danc!> of 
Nordic blood. The Corps was divided into tWO 
main groups, namci)' the active uniformed 
personnel. in five companies, and the non­
regular patrons who gave moral .md financial 
support. The latter came to be known as the 
Dansk·Folke·Yaern, o r Oanlsh People's 
Defence. and practised the use of sl1lall arms. 

rhe 5chalburg Corps adopted the S:lIne 

techn iques as the partisan group!> which it 
fought, and responded [ I) (,lch resist:tnc:e 
assas~in;\ (ion with olle of its own_ 1r was said 

that ('\'e ry act o i sabotage provoked one of 
'5chalburgtage'. A so-called '5cha lburg eros!>' 
bearing the Corps m OttO 'Trosbb vor Acre' 
('Our Honour is Loyalty' ) was instituted and, 
according to the Corps journal Foedrelalldet . 
at lcast one posthmlluus award was made to 
a 5c:halbu rg man killed by parrisans. After a 
genera l stri ke in Denmark in Jul ), 1944, the 
5cha lbu rg Corps was moved to Ringstad 
outside Copenhagen and incorpor:Hed into 
the Waffen-S5 as SS-Ausbildung!> ba tai ll o n 
(Train ing B:malio n ) Schalburg. M embers 
were tallg ht to use heavy weapons, in 
p repara ti o n for their defence of Denm a rk 
agai nst the Impend ing All ied im'3sion. Six 

mon th s lat e r rhe unit beca me 5S 
Vagtbataillon Sjaelland, or 55 Guard 
Battalion Zealand. It never saw fro nt -line 

com bat , howevcr. :lI1d \\las disbanded III 

February 1945. 
The Efrc:rretnings T je t1 esten . or ET. the 

Intelligence Se rvice of the Schalbu rg Corps , 
was withdrawn from it s parent hody in Apri' 
1944 and placed under the direct control of 
the H SSPf III Denmark, 55-0bet­
gruppen fiihre r Gumher Panc ke. On 19 
Sep tember, as :.1 COl1sequem:e of what th t 
German s regarded as unreliable behaviour 
du ring the ge neral ~rrike, the traditional 
Da.n i!>h police organisation was stood down 
in ils entirety and Panckc ordered the f.T to 
form a new aUXi lia ry police force in Its plac('". 
Th is hody, known by the Germans as the 
H ilfspolizeikorps, or Hi po, quickly a(';quired 
an ugly reputation and was responsible for 
the IllUrder of at least (ifty resistance suspc(,.""ts 
and the torture o f hundreds more. In effect. It 

became a Damsh bUllc h of the Gestapo . 
Some members wore a hlack uniform similar 

to that of the 5chalhurg Corps , but th e 
ma)orit) opera ted in civi lian clothes. 
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In itial ly. 5S personnel (rom Ihnrlers, 
llolbnd, i\"orwa y and Denmark were enm led 

ro compe tc for and \\e:H thl' paramditarr 
SpOrt .. bat.lges awarded by their domestic pro­
Nni parties, the VNV. NSB, NS .lnd D NSAJ). 

However, tht! consolidation of the Gl' rmanic· 
S5 at the end of 1942 all but severed s uch 
links with home and consequently a new all· 
embracing aw.Hd was called for. On 15 Ju ly 
1943. 5S-0bergruppenflihrer Berger o f the 55 
Hau pt:lIltr drew up draft regu lations 
introducing JUSt such a badge fo r the 
Germanic-SS. It \\fIb to take the form o f two 
Sig-Runes, srmbolic: o f victory and long the 
emblem of rh e German S5, su per imposed 
over a sunwhcel swasti ka wh ich was 
associated with the weST European Nazi 
movements. Th e design was th erefore 
represe nt a ti ve o f the union between rh e 
German SS and the- Germanic-SS. Approved 
and instituted by Himmler o n I August 1943, 
rhe award was named the Ge rm anische 
Leis tu ngsru n e. o r Germanic Proficiency 

Rune, It came in two grades, bronze and 
silver, and the tests leading to an awa rd wt!rc 
on a par with those undergone by German.\> 10 

the 55 to qualify for th e German Nnrional 

Sports Badge and SA '''tili[ar~ Sports Badge. 
As well as athletics and waf SpOrts s uch as 
shoortng and s ign a ll ing, proficiency in 
National SOCialist theories had to be 
demonstrated. O\'~'r 2.000 membl!rs of the 
Germanic-55 presented themse lves for rhe 
(ir.; ! tes ts in J anu;lrY 1944 , but o nl y 95 
passed. The Allied invasion of FranCE'" and the 

ensuing batrles und oubtedly p reve nted 
widespread di st ribu tion, and it is believed 
that rotal awards numbered fewer than 200. 
As the only nationall)" recognised dec.:oralion 
insti tuted by H im ml er, the Germanic 
Profic i enc~ Runc ho lds J un ique place in the 
histoq· of the 5, 

In addition to the Germanic-55 (ormation!> 
proper, the Allgemeine-55 established its Own 
Gl'r manisc he turmbanne o r Germanic 

1'1 

TIle Germani( lioOOeJq Rim WIlS, in Himmler's wuds, I/1lended !ar!hose 

"" 'Iis~ "'"""". """. me use 01 """"" .. spoind 
moTUtIty, demooslr01ing a .tory desre IIlIlllain me 6eftnorW( jOint 

desMy' We f!dtnicott ope!110 'II Germoo end Germanic men', 00 

!iemtlll MI won if. 

Battalio ns In rhe area s of the Reich where 
there were large concenr ra ri ons of workers 
imported from the Nordic countries . These 
foreigners nu mbered severa l hundred 
thousand by th e en d of 1942, and posed a 
majo r problem for German internal security. 
To assist in their control. Flemish and Dutch 
SS officers and men, most of them fresh from 
front-line sen'ice in the east. were employed 
by German firms to engage upon a 
propaganda campaign in the factories. They 
succeeded in persuadi ng such ;l large number 

o f th eir compatriots to join the local 
Allgemeine-S5 that sc\'en Germanic Battalions 

were set lip in Berlin, Brunswick, Dresden, 
Du!>seldorf, Hamburg, Niim berg and 
Stuttgart. Se rvice in th e Germanische 
Sturmbanl1e was vo luntary and unpaid, and 
was performed either during after-work ho urs 
or a t weekends. 

By the end of 1944, the Ge rmanic-5S in 
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Gcrmany was fully nrgani"cJ as an lnteWJI 
hUI dISUIlUl\(' pMI ot the regular Allgcllleine­
S~. ,\kmhership pe.lkcd at around -,000 and 
.)S·Ohcrslurmbnnnfli h rc r ;"Iax Kop.<;chkc 
held rhe pO~1 Df Chef der Germdnischt'n-SS in 
D{'u l~chland (Ch ild of thc Gc rmank·SS III 

Genll:1 ny). Subordin{lfcd to him were sl'\wal 
Reich!>referenten. officials for the \'arious 
nationa l groups intO whll:h the Genn.:mische 
Sturmbanne \,cre divided. Their Sond{'rSlaOe. 
or special staffs. worked from the 
hc.ldqu.lrtcrs of the Obcrahschnme III which 
the h:m:llmlls operatcJ . The cultur .. 1 cen(fC of 
the Gcrman.schc Sturmbannc W3:. rhe 
GermallLsche H:ws. or Germanic H ouse. in 
Il:ln no\cr, sct up by the Germ:lnis(;hc 
Ll';tm"l1c of the SS HaUplJItH in ;"I.l~ 1943 
and subsequenrly mon:d 10 H ildeshelm under 
the l irle of Hau<:, Germamen. It also scned 

the social needs of ,llosoci;lted Nordk 
worker~. stl1 deOl ~ and young people 
t'mplo~ed or holidayll\g in G~rman~, 

orgallls1I1g nSlIS from theIr 0\\'11 n:1Ilonal 
orchestras, Singers, film <;tars and ot her 

celehri l ics. Copies of D,lS Schwar:.e Kurps 
were dlsrrihutcd \\ idely by the HOll~e •• llong 
with De S5 Alall, Storm SS. Germallerell and 
rUL·tlreiJmJet. As [he war ~itu,1tion wor!.Cned, 
the HOllse pl.Ked more emphaSIS on extolli n~ 
the virtues of GennalllL"-SS men a[ Ih(' fro m, 
,lr1d hy Ihe end of 1944 it had be..:ome little 
more than a glorified recrUIting office for the 
\X'a ffen-:,S, 

SYMBOLISM AND REGALIA Of THE BLACK 
ORDER 

hom 1934. the 55 was consc lou~l} promoted 
.15 not on ly a r.lelal elite bUI also a d.uk and 
~l'cret Order. To that end, symbolic inSIgnia 
and ca refully dcslgned uniforms were crea ted. 
and these pro\'ed to be fat al :lttractions which 
dre\\ thousJnds o( ordinar} citizens into the 

\\ch-like stnKrure~ of I-limmler's empire. 
Of all 55 uniform Irappln~s. the one 
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em blem whic h endured throughout the 
hl~tor} of Ihe oTgJnis3tion and became firmly 
assoL"i.lted Wi th It was tilt, dearh's head or 
Toten~opf, an ee rie morif comprislIlg a skull 
and crossed bones. The death's head was rhe 

only hadge common 10 all 55 formations, 
whether Allgemei ne-5 5, Germanic-55 or 
Waffen-:,5, German or non·German. It ha s 
uften been assumed that the Totenkopf was 
aJopted simply to strike terror into the hearts 
of those who saw It. However, that W3S not 
<;0. Ir was chosen as a direct and emotional 
link with tht" past, and in particular with the 
,:- lit t' military units of imperial Germany. 

i\ledle\31 German literature and romantic 
poems were fdled wilh references to dark 
(orces and the sy mbol s of death and 
deS trUL"t lOll. a t~ pica I example being the 
follo\\ 1Ilg shorr excerpl from an epic work by 
the fifteenth-century \\'riter, Garnier von 

5usteren: 

Behold the knight 

In solem n black manner. 
\X'ilh a sk ull on his crest 

And blood on his b.lI1ner ... 

rh a t \erse could h3ve been composed wnh 
the 5S umform In mind! In 1740. a large 
righr·facing jawless death's head with the 
hones lying beh1lld rhe skull, em broidered in 
si lver hull ion, adorned thl' bla ck funeral 
trappmgs of rh e Pruss ian kin g, Friedrich 
Wilhelm I. In hl~ mcmor~ , the Leib-I-Iusa ren 
Regi ments Nos I and 2, elite Prussi3n Royal 
Budyguard un its which wt're formed the 
follOWing yea r, rook black as the colo ur of 
their Uniforms and wore 3 massi\'e Totenkopf 
of similar design on th ei r pelzmutzcn or 
busbies. The St,lte of Brunswick followed suit 
in 1809 when the death's he3d was adopred 
by ih Hu<;<;a r Regiment No. 17 and rhe third 
battalion uf Infantry Re~i1l1ent No. 92. The 
Brun~\\ IC k To ten ko pf differed s lightly in 
design from the Prussian one, with the skull 
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lilt Germoo deatIi's heal WI!'; hrsJ used !Iv Prvss.OI ctJ'o'Ci-y I!IJ'"Il'f'I'I " !he et;IhIeenth tenIII>/. lilt ToIriqi feCIII.,.d 01'1 IN lUI miftm ~ rJ!he SdI 
Husm (me '8M' Of 'Demh' Husm), wIMIe!he 1TIIf~1OflS d!he?ttl H..rssoo bole 0 fe{iniIg y:elelm vhtIled to !heir being rDied me 1o~ Death' 
Kussoo. TZ IWIy dales from orOUlld 1910 ood 'NOS worn by a member aI JfIe 2nd l!iXIllSIrert RegtMnI based 01 Donllg'!.ooghiw. 

facing fo(\\ard a nd sH ua ted dlrenl), abuve 
rhe crossed bones . Durin g the Firs t World 
War. the death's head was chosen a~ J 

formation badge hy a numher of crack 

German army units. particularly the storm 
rroops, fJamethrow('r dt,tachmellts and t.1I1k 
battalions. Several pilots of Ihe 

SchutlstaHeln, inc1udmg the air ace Georg 
\'on Hanrel mann who had served in the 
Dea lh's Head Hussars, also used va riams of ir 
as personal emblems. Almos[ Immediatel), 
after rhe end of hostilities in 19 18 the dea th's 
head could be ~een again, thIS time palllted 
on [he helmets .lnd \ ehides o j some of till.' 
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{Illest llnd most famous Freikorps. Because of 
its aSSOC iat ion with rhese formarioll1> it 
bt."('ame s}mbolic not onl} of wartime daring 
3nd o;elf-sacnfice. bu t also of postwar 
tr;ldlf10n,lll~m. anti-liberalism an d :llltl ­
Bolshevism. Nariona liSt ex-<;ervicemen e\ en 
h,ld death's head rings, cuff 1mb, tie pms and 

or her adornments privately made for wear 
With their c j\ Ilian clothes. 

If is not surpf1smg, therefore, Ihal 
members of the StO~Strllpp Adolf I-iltier 
eagerly look the Torenkopf as their dlsuncTn'e 
emblem 111 1913. lI1iti.111~ acquiring a small 
~rock uf appropriate arm)' surplus cap 
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badges. Their successors in the SS thereafter 
cont racted th~ firm of Deschler in Munich to 
restrike large quantities of [he Prussian-srylc 
jawlcss dearh's head which they used on their 
headgear for the next eleven years. As Hider's 

personal guards, they liked to model 
themselves on the imperial Bodyguard 
Hussars, who had become known as the 
'Schwarze Totenkopfhusaren', and wcrc fond 
of singing their old regimemal song, with its 
emotive verse: 

In black we are dressed, 
In blood we are drenched, 
Death's Head on our helmets. 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
We stand unshaken! 

In 1934, when the Prussian-sryle Totenkopf 
began to be used as an elite badge by the new 
army Panzer units which were, after all, the 
natural successors to the imperial caval ry 
regiments, the 55 devised its own unique 
pattern of grinning death's head, with lower 

jaw, which it wore thereafter. 
The 19J4-panern 55 Totenkopf ultimatel)· 

took va riou s forms, right~facing, left-facing 
and front-facing, and appeared on the cloth 
headgear of all 55 members and on the tunics 
and vehicles of the SS-Totenkopfverbande 
and To tenk opf-Divisio n . It was th e 
centrepiece of the prestigious 55 death's head 

ring and could be seen on dagger and gorget 
suspension chains, mess jackets, flags, 
standards, drum covers, trumpet banners and 

the 55 and police Guerrilla Warfare Badge. 
Moreover, because of its direct associations 
wilh Danzig, where the Prussian Lelb­
Husaren regiments had been garrisoned until 
1918, it was selected as the specia l formation 
badge of the 5-Heimwehr Danzig a nd the 
Danzig Police. Himmler wanted his men to be 
proud of their heritage and there is no doubt 
that the honourable associations of th e 
German death's head were well used to that 

14\ 

end. It became an inspiration to thost' who 
were granted rhe privilege of wearing ie 

Alongside the Totenkopf, [he 55 Runcn, or 
55 runcs, represented the elitism and brotherl~' 

comradeship of the organisation, and were 
elev,ned to an almost holy status. Indeed, as 55 

men marched off to war in 1939, they sang 
their hymn '55 Wir Aile' ('We are all 55' ) which 

included the line: '\Vir alle stehen wm Kampf 
beren , wenn Runen und Totenkopf fUhren' 
('We all stand read)' for battle, inspired by 
runes and dealh's head' ). The word 'rune' 
derives from [he Old Norse 'run', meaning 
'secre[ scrip[ '. Runes were cha racters which 
formed the a lphabets used by the Germanic 
rribes of pre-Christian Europe fo r both magical 
and ordinary writing. There were three major 
branches of rhe runic alphabet and a number of 
minor va riants, and some runcs doubled as 
symbo ls representative of human [raits or 
ideals, much as the Romans used oak and 
laurel leavcs to deoOle strength and victory. In 

AD 98, in his work Germa"ia, the hiS[Qrian 
Cornelius Tacitus described in detail how the 
Germans engaged in divinalion by runes. 

In the nineteenth and early [wentie[h 

centuries, runes began to be re-examined by the 
fashionable 'Volkisch' or 'folk' mO\'ements of 
northern Europe, which promoted interest in 
traditional stories, beliefs and festivals. The 
Thule 50ciety was among these groups, and 
through his assoc iation with its activities 
Himmler began to look back to the mystica l 

Dark Age Germanic period for much of his 
inspiration. He had always had a fascina[ion 

for cryptic codes and hidden messages, so it 
was doubly appropriate that he should lap 
many of the ideas in pagan symbolism and 
adop[, or at least adapt, ccrrai n runes for use 
by his 55. All pre- 1939 Allgemeine·55 
Anwarter were instructed in runic symbolism 
as part of their probationary training. By 1945, 
fourteen main \'arieries of rune were in uS(' by 
the 55, and these are described on pp. 146-7 
and secn in the accompan)'ing illustration. 
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Runic: Symbols l;..,.;I by the SS 

A. The Hakt'lIkrell:: 
The Hakcnkrcu7., or swastika, was th e 
paS3" Germanic sign of Donner (or Thor), 
the god of adv('nturers. During the 
nineteenth century it came to be rt-garded as 
symbolic of narionalism and racial struggle, 
and in the po51- 19 18 period was adopted by 
several Freikorps units, primarily ,he 
Ehrhardt Brigade. As the senior badge of the 
NaZI p:1tty and stale, it inevitably featured 
on many 55 accoutrements, either static ~i.e. 
standing nat} or mobile (i.e. 5tanding on one 
poim to give the appearance of an 
ad"ancing mo\cmcnt ). An elongated 
version of the mobile swastika W;\S used by 
th~ Germanic- S in Aandcrs. 

8. Tht! SOllnenrad 
The Sonnenrad, or sunwheel swastika, was 
tht! Old orse representation of th~ Slln, 

and \\' 015 taken up as an ~mblcm br the 
Thule lety. It was later used as a !>Ign by 
the \'(l.lff~n- S Divisions 'Wiking' and 
'Nordland'. many of whose memlxrs wt'rc 
Sc.1ndinJ."ian nationals, and also by the 
Schalburg Corps. It form~d th~ main pan 
of [h~ design of the Gtnn:lOic Proficienq' 
Rune. and was worn by the Norwegian SS, 

e. The Sig·RlfIIC 
The Sig·Rune lalso known 3S the u~grune l 

was symbolic of victory. In 1931, 5S­
Sturmfiihrer Walter H~ck, who wa~ a 
graphic designer employed by the badge 
manufacturing firm of Ferdinand 
Hoffstaner in Bonn, drew !wo Sig-Ru nes 
Side by side and thus created the ubiquitous 
'5S Runes' insignia widely used b~ all 
branches of the organisation afrer 1933. 
The S paLd hun 1.50 Rcichsmarks for the 
rights to his design! Heck waS likewise 
responslbl~ for th~ 'SA Runes' badgt\ which 
combined a runic 'S' with a Gothic ·A'. 

D. Tlu! Cer-Rlme 
The Ger-Rune was symbolic of 
communal spirit, and fearured as ;] 
variant divisional sign of the WaJfen-55 
DivisLon 'Nordland', 

E, The \'('olfsmtgel 
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The Wolfsang~I, or wolf hook, was 
originally a pagan device which 
supposedly poo;;sessed rhe power to ward 
off wolves. It then became a hera.ldic 
symhol representing a wolf trap, and <15 

stich still features to this day on the coat· 
of' 3rms of the city of \'(folfstein. Adopted 
as an ~mblem by fifteefllh-cenrury 
peasants In their revolt againq thc 
mercenaries of rhe German pnnce~, the 
Wolfsangel was thereafter regarded as 
being symbolic of libertr and 
independen e, :1lthough it was also 
referred 10 as Ihe 'Zeichen der Willkur' 
or 'Badge of Wanton Tyranny' dUring the 
Thirty Years War. The Wolfsangel wa~ an 
early emblem o f rhe Nazi ra[[~', and was 
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later used as a sign by the Waffen -S 
DiviSion 'Oas Reich'. 

F. The \'ffolfsa"gel (variant ) 
A squar ver"lon of the Wolfsangel with 
hooked arms was the emblem of the 
Germanic-5S in fhe Netherlands and was 
later adopted by the Waffen·5 DI\'islon 
'LandstOrm N~derland', which comprised 
Dutch volunteers. 

G. The Opfer- Ruffe 

The Opfer-Rune symbolised ~If-sacrifice. 
It was used after 1918 by the Srah lhelm 
w;]r vererans' association and \\';1S later the 
badge which commemor:Hed tht· Nazi 
marty" of the 1923 Munjch putsch. It also 
formed part of the design of thl! SA Sports 
B<ldge for War Wounded, which could be 
won by disabled 5S ex·servic~men. 

H. The Ei(·Rlllle 
Thl! Eif·Rune repr~scntcd zeal and 
enthu~iasm. It was the early insignia of 
specially sdecred SS adjutanls assigned 
p~rsonally to Hitler and, 35 such, was 
worn by Rudolf Hess in 1929. 

I. TIJt.' Leben-Rittle 
The Leben-Rune, or life rune, s)'lllboliscd 
life and was adopted by the ~S 

Lcbensborn Society and Ahnenerbe. Ir 
likewise featured on 5S documents alld 
grave markers to show date of birth. 

J. TI1e Tott!n- Rlllle 
The Tot~n-Rune, or death rUIIC, rep· 
resented denth, and was used on SS 
documents and gra\'e markers 10 show 
date of dealh. 

K. The 1)'r·RllIte 
Th!' Tyr-Rune, also known as [he Kampf­
Rune or battle rune, was Ihe pagan 
Germanic Sign of Tyr. th~ god of war. and 
was symbolic of leadership in bartJe. It was 
commonly used by the SS as a grave mark~r, 
replacing the Christian cross, and a Tyr­
Rune wom on the upper left arm indicated 
graduation from the A-Reichsfuhrerschule, 
which rr ... lmed SS officers umil 1934. It wa., 
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IJter the sprcialist bldgc of tht' 5S m:rwnng 
and training branch. and an emblem of the 
Waffen·S5 Division '30 Janunr' which 
comprised staff and pupils from various 
framing schools, 

I ,. Tilt! Hel/s~elchell 

The Heilszeichen, or prosperity symbols, 
represent~d success and good forrune, 
and appeared on the 5S death's head ring. 

M . The H«gal/·Rmll! 
, he Hagall· Rul1 e stood for unshakable 
faith. which was expected of all SS 
members. It featured on the S5 death's 
head ring as well 3S on ceremonial 
accoutremen ts used at 5S weddi ngs. It 
was also chosen a..- the sign of the 55-
Poli7.ei·Division. since it resembled the 
tr"dilLon31 'Police Star' badge. 

N. Tlu! Qda/·R lllte 
Tht Odal·Rune symbolised kinship and 
famil y and Ihe bringing rogether of 
people of similar blood. h was the badge 
of Ihe 5S Rasse- und Siedlungshauptdmt 
lind emblem of the Waffc.n-SS Division 
'Prinz Eugen', \\hlch comprised mainly 
Volksdeursc:he from the Balkans. 

The symbolism or dralh's head aod runes 
W3l!o brought together in one of tht most 
porellt ~('t most obscllre of all S uniform 
accoutrements. the Tott.'nkop(ring der 5S, or 
SS dealh's hend ring, instituted by Himmler 
on 10 April 1934. The ring was not classed as 
3 nlilional decoration since it was in the gift 
of th(' ReichsHihrer. However, it ranked as a 
stnior award within the SS brotherhnod, 
reco~msinl:l rhe wcarer's person.,1 achieve· 
ment, devotion to dury and loyalty to Hitler 
and hiS ideals. The concept lind runic form of 
the ring were undoubtedly adopted br 
Hlmmler from Ccrmamc mytholog),. which 
related how the god Thor possessed a pure 
~11\'er ring on which ptople could take oaths 
(much as Christians swear on the Bible), and 
how bindm(; treaties were carved in runes on 



HIMMLU'I BLACK ORDER 

Wotan"s spear. The Tmcnkopfring comprised 
a massive band of oaklea\'es d('('ply engraved 
with a dcath's head :;md a number of runes. 
The award document presented with each 
ring described the laner and interpreted them 

thus: 

The Sig·Rune in a triangle represented 
membership of the SS 
The swas tika in a square stood for Nazi 

philosophy 
The Heilszeichen in a circle stood for 

prosperit)' 
The !-Iagall-Rune in a hexagon denoted 

unshakable faith. 

Howc\'cr, these were much diluted meal1l1lgs in 
comparison to [ho~ initially drawn up by 55-

Brigadcfiihrer Karl·M;1ria Wiligut+\'Veisrhor. an 
expert on runc~ and their coded symbolism, 
who designed the ring for Hnnmler. Wilagut­
Wcisthor's interpretations are gi\'cn below and, 
meeting wilh the RClchsfilhrt'r's approval, give 
an interesting insight into the workings of 
I ilmmler's Illlnd at the time he was planning 

the future of his Black Order: 

14B 

The Sig-RlIlle ill a Trumg/e 
The triangle means life is eternal. The three 
sides srand for blrth/developmenrldeath, or 
pastlprescnrlfurure_ Each death IS the way to 
:1 new life and the triangle sy mbolises the 
('te rn al c~-cle of crea ti on. The Sig-Rune 
represents the sun and good health. It was 
also the p.1gan symbol of victory. Hence it 
encompasses both the greellng (" H ei!' or 

THE AllGEMEINE·IS 

~ of !he Sig-R1.rI8S key wMh fearured III 55 IypeWrIIerS from 1936 55 dooxnenls and jm!ed pOOIi(:ohoos irMJidJIy used rhe ~ mteod 0/ rhe 
II5U01 Romoo !alias '55' 

'Good Health') and the battle-cry ('Sieg' or 
'Victor)") of the Germanic ancestors of the 
55. (ThiS combination of ancie11l greeting and 
battle-err gave the Nazis their 'Sieg Hell'.) 

Tile Swastika 1ft a Square 
The swastika comprISes four 'U'-Runes. The 
'U'-Rune represents the path of the sun ;:md is 
symbolic of fertili t y. A split o r halved 
swastika results 111 the "C'·Rune or Gibor­
Rune, which me.1I1s handing down to one's 
descendants. The total s),mbolism of rhis rune 
is man being at one with god and ererni ry. 

The Hel/szelchen m a Circle 
In the circle are tWO Sig-Runes and one 
combined Tyr-Rune and Os-Rune. Thc CIrcle 
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stands for the circulation of divinity III 

nature, which forged the hum3n spirit. It is 
the circle of life. The Sig-Runes sta nd for the 
SS and prosperity. The Tyr- Rune is the spear 
of Tyr, the Norse god of war. This all means 
that death is powerless and should not be 
feared. Those who fight bra\'ely to ensure the 
prosperity of their Volk sh311 be forever 
fememhered. 

The /-Iagaff-Rlme m a Hexago1l 
All eighteen runes derive from the hexagon. 
Carr)'lI1g this symbo l gives stre ngth over 
adversity as it encompasses the total power of 
all the runes. The overall interpretation of 
this rune is to believe in yourself and )'OU will 
become the maSter of evcrrthing. 
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h is dear that Hirnmlcr personally believed 
in a ll tbe foregoing, and ht: treated the ring 
with eXlfeme re\'erence. Initia ll y, the 
Totcnkopfring was reserved fo r [hose Old 
Guard vetemns with SS membership numbers 
below 3,000. In effect, this meant that rhe ring 
was restricted to officers, for on 20 April 1934 
I-limmler commissioned as Srurmfiihrer all SS 
men with membership numbers below 3 ,000 
who were nOt alreadr o ffice rs. All of these 
thousand or so individuals had joined the 55 
prior to September 1930, wh en the Nazis 
scored th ei r fi rst notable election success. 
Qualifica ti on fo r award of the Ting was 
gradually extended, until by 1939 most S5 
officers with three yea rs' service were enrided 

to wear it. Entitlement could be postponed or 
withdrawn for anything between three months 
and three yea rs if the holder had been 
pWlisbcd under the SS discipline code. Rings 
were bestowed On sel SS and NSDAP festival 
dates, namely 20 April. 2 t June. 9 November 
and 21 Dece mber, and a ll awards were 
recorded in the DU?lIst/dtersltste. When a ring 
holder died, his ring had to be returned to the 
SS Personalhauptamt, which arranged for irs 
preservation in a special shrine at Himmle r's 
castle at Wewelsburg. In the spring of 1945, 
rhese returned rings were blast-sea led into a 
mountainside near Wewels burg, to prevent 
their falling into Allied hands. To this dOl}', the}' 
have never been found. 

The SS deoth'5 head riIY;I. The Mt Sid Mgs W!I! prese!lted by HmnIer 10 the SS Old Goord on 24 Oe<embel1933, 1011 mooths beiO!e lJI,bitolion of the 
I)"deI whkh elevated the Totenkopfmg 10 !he slOlUs of on offiOOI SS IJIIIIId. 1t is IIOtllW(l!hy rOOt rlw who mnruaty qJQWied 101 the mg toJ to oppfy lor it 
Itvough tIle!ISUQI SS thonoeIs. Tlis exp/oiM wiry lOOny mM entitled 10 !he ri'Ig 1Ie'Iei rec:eiYed il - rbey simply 11)"90110 apply lor it, I)" those 110110 00 so. 

fewer moo ~nty deeth's head mgs ore I:llO'.w1 to S\Jvi'le in ptiVote tolernons. 

lID 

THE AllGfMEINE·SI 

Between 1934 a nd [944, around 14.500 
death·s head rings were awa rded . As at I 
January 1945. 64 per cent of Ihest' had been 
rerurned TO the SS on the deaths of th ei r 
holde rs (i .e. those to be buried a t 
Wewelsburg ), 10 per i;em had been lost on 
the battlefield, a nd 26 per cent were e ither 
still in the possession of ri ng holders or 
otherwise unaccounted fo r. That would mean 
that, in theory, about 3.500 rings might have 
been in circulat ion <"It the end of the war. T he 
To tenkopfrin g became so so ught after an 
honouf that many S5 and police o ffi cers and 
men not emitled [0 wcaf it had a variety of 
unofficial 'sk ull rings' produced in gold or 
silver by local ;ewe llers an d eve n 
concentration camp inmates. However, these 
lacked Ihe runic symbolism and were rather 
vu lgar represenr:nions of the real th ing. 

The powerfu l and symbolic SS uniform of 
the tat(· 19305 and early 19405 developed 
from very humble origins. T he earliest lazls 
wore nOfma l civilian clothing and were 
distinguished only by th eir crud ely 
homemade Kampfbi nd e, o r swas tika 
armband s, worn on the left upper arm. With 
the advem of the para mili tary SA in 1921 , 
however, it became necessary to evolve a 
uniform specifically for its members. At first, 
t he ir dress lacked any consistency and was 
characterist ically Frei korps in style, g('nera lly 
tak ing rh e fo rm of fie ld-grey arm y su rplus 
double-breasted windcheate r jackets, waisr 
beh s wi th cross-straps, grey trousers. trench 
boors. steel helm ets an d mountain ca ps. 
Many SA men SImply retaIned the uniforms 
they had worn during the 19 14- 18 war, 
stripped of badges. The swasti ka arm band 
was th e on I}' co nstant feature, some ti mes 
bearing a metal numeral o r emblem to 

ind ica te uni l identity a nd a metal 'pip' o r 
doth str ipes to denote ran k. The Commander 
o f the 1st Company of SA Regime nt 
·M linchen', fo r exam ple, wore a Brunswick­
st),le death's hl'ad over the numeral' I· and a 
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single pip on his armband. In 1923, mcmbers 
of the 5wsst rupp Adolf Hitler wore sim il a r 
garb with the addition of a Prussia n-pattern 
Totcn kopf on the cap. usually sunn ounred by 
the 'Reichskokarde', a circular meta l cockade 
in the imperial colours o f black, white and 
red. After the fai lure of the l\ol unich putsch 
a nd the banning of the SA and Stosst rupp, 
the men conti nued to wear their old uniforms 
as members o f the Fronrbanne, adding a steel 
helmer badge to the cen rre of th e swasrik a 
armband. 

At the end of 1924 Leutnant Gerhard 
Rossbach, fo rmerl }' one of [he most famous 
of rhe Freikorps and SA leaders, acquired a 
bargain lot of surplus Ge rma n army tropica l 
brown shirrs in Austria. These items. which 
had been destined for rhe Reich 's colonies in 
Afr ica, wefe no t in fact sh irts at all, but 
blouses with colla rs and pockets which were 
wo rn over an ordinary colla rless shirt. When 
the NSDAP was reconst ituted an d the SA 
reactl \'ated in Februa r)· 1925, Hitle r kitted 
his men out wi th these readily 3\'ai lable shirts 
an d had ties, b reeches and kepis made to 
march, Thus by chance circumstances rather 
than des ign, brown beca me the adopted 
colour of rh e SA a nd the Naz i party in 
genera l. When the SS was formed in April o f 
the sa me year, its members [ 00 were issued 
with brown shirrs. To distinguish them from 
rhe SA, however. they retained the ir 
Stoss rrupp death 's head s and ware black 
kepi s, blac k ti es, black breeches and bl ack 
borders to the swastika a rmband . By the end 
of 1925 , the brow n shirr with b lac k 
accoutrements was firml y established as the 
;tradi tion a l uniform ' of the SS. The vas l 
majority of SS men, who were a lso members 
of the NSDAP. wore the Nazi part)' badge 011 

their ties. 
On 9 Novembe r 1926, the rapidly 

ex panding SA int roduced collar patches or 
Kr agen spiegcl 10 indicate ullit and rank , 
replacing th e bad ges a nd stripes fo rm er l}' 



HIMMlER'\ BlHK OROER 

The !til S5 rraiOOrd IIiform os worn by Hirmllef II 1929 (see p. 12). 

worn on the armband. The right patch bore 
uni t numerals and the left patch :1 Slahl hclm­
type system of rank pips, bars :md oak leaves. 
By contrasti ng rhe colour o f the patch with 
that of the numerals, an anempt was made to 
reflect the s tate co lours of rhe distrier in 
which the unit concerned was located. For 
example, Berlin SA 111m wore b la ck and 
white p:lIches, H amb urg SA men red and 
white, Munich mcn blue and whi te, and so 
on. This arra ngement proved difficult to 

sustain and the colour co mbinat ions 
ultimat ely underwent a number of ch .. mges. 
SA unit patches were particularly complex, 
accom modating nOt on ly Standarre, Speci3liSt 
and staff appoinrments, but also Srurmb:lnn 
and Srurm designations. In August 1929, rhe 
SS likewise introduced collar patches to 
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denote r;lnk and unit. As with the SA, rank 
was shown on the left parch, or both patches 
for Sta nd a rr enfijhrer and above, with uni t 
markings on the right patch. Howcvcr, the SS 
system was much more sim ple than that of 
the SA. Att S5 collar p:lIches were black in 
colour with white, silver or grey numerals, 
pips, bars and oaklcaves. 1\<loreover, the uni t 
collar patches were restricted to ind icating 
Swndarre, specialist or staff appointment. 

To show Sturrnbann and Stu rm 
membership, th e SS devised their own 
co mpl icated syste m of cuff titl es or 
Armclstreifen, na rrow bl3ck bands worn on 
the lower left sleeve. Within every Fuss­
Sta nd arte, each Sturmbann was assigned a 
colour which bordered the upper and lower 
edges of th e cuff title. The prescribed 
Sturmban n colours were: 

Sturmban n I 
Stu rmban n II 
Stu rmbann III 
Sturmban n IV (Reserve) 

Green 
Dark Blue 
R,d 
Light Slue 

The number and, if appropriate, honour 
na me of the wearer's Sturm appeared 
(:mbroidered in grey or silver thread on the 
ririe. Thus a member of rhe 2nd Sturm, lSI 

Sru rmbann, 41st SS Fuss-Slandarte would 
wear a green-bordered cuff ririe bearing the 
numeral '2' in conju nction with rhe number 
'41' on his right colla r patch. A man in the 
11rh Stu rm , 'Adolf H6h', 3rd Srurmbann, 
30th SS Fuss-Standarte would sport a red­
edged cu ff ritle wi th the legend '11 Adolf 
B a h', a nd regimental numeral '30' on the 
right collar patch. All me mbers of the 
Allgemeine-SS cavalry units hlld yellow-edged 
cuff ritles, wh ile those of signals and pionet'r 
formations had their titles bordered in brown 
and black, rt'spectivl'iy. A rt'lativcly sma ll 
number of cu ff titles bore Roman numerals 
or designations relating to staff or specialisl 
appointments. A _ oi plinlllg 01 Kemh Ifmnler by !he fi*d ReidJ's nut 1IfTisr, (orwod 1kmneI, c. 19U ((lutesyof tilt US Atmy ~Med WfJ Art (tktiooJ 



Deolll'~ heo:Is were nor W(W1I ~ by !he SS il.mg!he 1Iwd Re(!!, The PTussOl ~ on !he Iefr was used by rhe O'rrr(s Sill Cody Regmenl, whie!he 
IIrooswKk paRern, BjII, was spmed by rnerriBs rJ!hI! 11th WOOlly Regmeni. Pooze!iMIS, !he ~ lusreosI:t.ju Omzig en:! !he Uirwoffe's 

~ ... ~ 14 ~ '"'" "" lolrioj/ ~ "'" _ ... -, 

An AusfroI1916-11a1Tem SIIfII hemel with fmI..p:.ned deorh's heo:I, os 
WIII1 by 'IIJl(IIA fr'" kmInons c. 1919-10. 

1 

...... ,.zed "" ,.., .. """" _ • BIo>l ()do, .... ~ t;, 
• dKorobons. TIIs medal, aM koown os the 'Etrweida! 'II1II 9 . 

....... 1913',,,,,,,,,,,, NIIW' ......... 101 ~. "" 
Beer tW: putSCh 0' ..med ~ rillS 10 TIE Nazi IXI'Y ~ 115 

ftmGtMI yecrs. The IIWO'd beccrne W!ped iI 0 deIbruteIy o.IriwarId 
~ whidl QI.Oonteed !he welle! spe(d pnvIege:s wbefeYeI he went 

!bk S«VQ I.Ilbm as 'IIQlI by 111 SS<ImdaKfnr lillie l1d! Sa.Im. lid Sa.nrhm. 88i1 SS fw.Smir!e (Brenm), c. 1935.1he 'rdJw'§ ne:sIS' 01 b 
!hdlrs dMlI! ~ jlISIIXIn as 0 rrera. rJ !he l.IJII's m caps, en:! ~ ikOlQlQti, ~ hi bkt.h W!r So, nb8 eller'lsM! flSf w.nI \'b srie. 
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The 55 ~ Ib 5fflwtrlf .rtwpS~ copies of FNr-IewMl. 1ha mogazile for S5 PmIoo Members,!I'd Sroon 55, Iht ptIi:dc:~ of !he Gernmic:. 

55 lithe Hethetknk. 

The J936i'1lnem 55 dlwwId dagger WO!i III OIOOIe item of dlm~. and is dePcted heie ~ the 1933?;1n.n WITh hoogng mlJjl. £very ilKe! of 

... do!9> 1uI~ Ixxk. "" ..... <nI Dot.,. - .... 

4 

The 55 deoth's IleOO mg. Thrs pcrfIaB ex~ was OW!Ided to S~I!I [00 Tmc1nw 1119 NowrrbeIl942 1mdn!f, III tdnmIrllliYe offir:8I 

II bom!he ~SS!lld rile Wafien-SS, served DI 'IIIilu5 lines il the &lSI 5S fl/SS·Sknbfe (JIem1ein), !he 11m SS-Totri~ Reginent, 'Dos Reid!', 

'_'. "" _<nI1mIy "" ""'" II Boplo. 

Tlree IRlIficD 1D;j5, ~ decttI's heOOs ood I\IleS. ~ were pcI!ILb 00J00g 55 ciIK~!I'd men,!I'd lit known 10 hM been ~ed 10 ooIeI by 
(ooururll1m aII'4I imIIIes .... jewek by IIode . 

I 
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An DIi (cUel ,lIVed wi1Il Sigilm. a S'MlStia, a~. ooL1ecves 
mlJ(orns. The syrrboM ~enl 00 !his crtefoI:l is ctiI to tOOt used 011 
the 55 deoth's head mg. The cosk.et was ~ <If S5 wedOOg 
{eremmes as a (oolOiler i<x the p-eseI1l1llion copies ~ Mer! rar.i wtidl 
every _ rrmiecl (. (!!IN. 

The 55 (ovctymm WIIS one of AIoch's ~Irioo ~rs.1T uud oot be 
pLldmed on !he open mel, Ixrt WIIS r~ fer presenlOtioIl by 

Himller ro ootOOle persorOities 01 rile nwd Reidt 

"'......., mroIlkOOnl ............ ,mad .. II ..... 1x1oy ...... .-.1._ t....mIi>g ,,,,",11 om, .-...... A 

"'1I'd""" _d" ",", """"'". "'"".-.I~ ..... , ... _~ M.msd _.-.I 1m"''' __ ..... 193C< 

6 

Aftgerneint.SS l'I'ofs peoI:ed~, c. 1935. II $jXlI1S the 1929-palTem 
HSDAP eagle tNef a 19341Klltetn S5 ratenk~. 

7 

The rl!(~ belt bI.dIe for SS N{Os end 0Iher 
rooks, 00ngsi:Ie the <ioo mOl for o/fi(llIS. These 
wele de5igled perm:jy by HitIef, ..mo wm also 
respoostie let the 55 mono 'Meine lire heiss! 
r...' 
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TIi5 me '11ft cm illonnered siver pbe 'Ml5!,Wen 10 a I11!IlD!I d!he s9ds~, 2r.:1lxrtdoo, 3rd S5 r~ as 0 rwenrr 
....., bi1tO>y .... hon ,q, • t;s ' ........ Tho II "'" how """ """ ......... "" ,omd loti. "" ", •. 

TypewritetS wiIIl_ nri: keys were Immel! ck.mg rile mIld rJ 1936 fa IN! il 55 offi:es. TIis porIOOIe eJ~ t:e:n the 
nm rJ a Outdl ,e1ll1er M was II!IIlIecfy 1beroted' tr,. 0 British lifkec hom BochenwI*I (oo(eI1lrOlion (00lP in 194 S. PTmrdIIy, 
!he 00;)in0I owner was lroosFened from Holen! to !he {00lP. tokilg his TypewriTer wi!h hin. 

8 

A seIe<OOn of doo.rnents iOO.OOg AIgemeioe-SS i:letttily cook, a Waffen-SS SoH:uh md on FAA rnerrt.eMp book. The rwo 'deeth 
(1IlI5' at kJwer rijTr COOI1lI!I1lOIOle 55 men ~ in oollle, en:! were IistrfuEd by Ihei IonW5 to friends md lX~fooces as 

keepsakes. Of pa1Kub note is !he 1M 01 the lol8rrRooe on !he (ad I~ 10 GusIO'l KIatel'. 

000",,,,, sioI>ed ~ ""'"", t;s 010"'" WOlf .. ",,",h •• ...,,~ 
beside 0 sheet rJ tIv! R~er's officioI heOOed nol~ ood a New 
YIlQI cr.rd from Ado!! HiTler to SSQleri(her I.IR] Grof, 'IItlo wved Hiller's 
W. o.;,g .. "'-OO."rn. 
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Tti5 riJe \rill d h! 1M2 a heme!, iltbi: lIiilJile ~ i9)il. ~ 

.. <dt""" ....... ..,.. •• w I"","'''''''''''...mt,~. 
5lO:rl Ii te G&mri:.S$, II bf ~SS ~ Iflh enppIll &af. 
iIe ..... ~m .. _ .... "" ..... l9<l.b ...... 
1>. .. "' ...... __ """'''II"",1eejj< 
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Pli':e field servite 1rif00m as WWI by 0 Hlqlln'IIIIYI of Gencbmerie, 
(. 194t This outfufeon.res irea51 rtfIeS deooli'lJ fIj ~ of the 55. 
I! Ito sports !he ()d Crmp:iIJlef's Chevron, ~1oo(S aigJiene, the 
Gemm No6ord S90rts 800Je i1 saver, WIJ Merir Cross n, illeresfi9y, 

"" 1m< NIOAP """""""' boIge ,.-.,.10 "" lefT '!OS! poU" •• 'Orly 
{oovooo procIir:e IJTIOOQ !he em poke MIg worllne 
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TIle GemlcP; ProOOency RIlle "Bronze. less Ihoo twemy 01 whidlln sli 
blown 10 SI.IYi'Ie. The SIrDlg desigI is ~ executed illioled m ood 
enaneIed t.onn, ard ry¢res the high QI.diTy 01 Nazi deo:ororiom even 
~ !he kine. sroges of the 'MI. 

Remiling ~1eI tor Ihe tbwegioo le!Pon. ~ from 1941. It reads: 
'With the WaII~SS ood the NcmgIoo legion ogOOsl me convnon enemy 
- ogaBI SoIsIJ,Mm'. Soch exhomnions peI500dad 6.000 NOJWegicrIIro 
~ ~ with the SS for croOn seMc8 00 me easTern front. 

M42 Waffett-SS steel hemer, deaIy strrmg the regOOtion SS rtrl8S det:oI 
ood dstOOIW stop siIouerre, The Lei)sttn:ble morortyde regrsnllMl'l 
plate ~ ogoiI feollJes !he SS f1Jle5, ood OOtes frtm IJOIR! 1938. Soch 
r~afioo JUl'IbeB eYenI\dy IlII mo Imteds of /hoosInh, with !be ~e 
'55 - I' 1m;! reserwd III Ifllllller's ~ he!My IIrrrued §faff (II. 

1940il0nern !\ric wiTh field.gIev coh, D5 WOOl by 00 0I1iety ROIlenfilwer 
of the 'Gotz 'o'OIl Berkhi!gen' divMJn, ~ 19~t The 00b0m ae those 
of rile lroo (rIM 2111llis IDI Russm froor ~. en! the Generm As<.rUI 
!lodge ood WomI BOO;te II Bkld: ar! ~~. The mess OOyoner ood 
koor were em when woI.iJ;j out. 

BfVOilGnem woven cuff title rnrcdJted il194310r fI'el 01 the 16m SSfu:uer~eoo6er DMsioo 'Reidtslihe.-W, rural illmru' of Ifrrme.. SRe SS 
lrlilS W!le noordy «lied ohef deod,rome. moo hP;j 'heloes', H~'s rool:. wos IISed in preference 10 his CKI\.G rome. The civision ~ best rl!l'l'M!l!ilered Itt 
~ nmsooe oIl,200!n6Jn rMm!. OloYazoroltO il Se9r. 194( in r~ lor the C(1M1ies of 0 Pl)1isoo 00g0de ilthe Apermes. 

11 
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'UATZI(OMMANOO _NOlIIN Of. WAHlN . " • .r.HTWlII"H. KONINGlN IUSA"'HUI, 22 

Remitir'rJ posler for !he Fierrish legion, ~ 'fleoilgs Rise lIII!' 11.t; 0 WafiE!ll'SS solcier os me lied dt$(wl of a noIicrd 
hero, 0 meme {ommon to reouiMg M" the GetITllri: (ooolries. 

11 

!he ol!!er roris' 194~nem smtfdlen '*I (~, or 'FeIOOWe neue! /IIi, with roodn-woven. and deodl's heOO. 

S5 sOOjem fi!Oflled on 0 runber 01 JXISIO!Ie s/lm;IS ck.mg rile 1lWd Reich. The red!~ on rile 1efr.1'; II WaffertSS roo1tI aew in 0CIi00, wIWe!he 
bmd one was issued i'I the ProlellooJle 01 Bohemro md MomYio 10 (onvnemorote!he oswssiloled ReWod /IeydOOL It sOOws l\eyOOdI's deoth roosI:. by !he 
settlor F. Rolfef, okw1gside the 5S 1I.Ile5. 

13 
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The fJeijgley fez will! dOO:..geen!assel was ilwed to merrbets fA !he MusWn 5S IMsiom 'HIRkdo' ord 'KIIOO' mleIXI 01 the frileitsfeklmilt:ze. 
~ocIIlioooIy, Musin nOll'S wore !he ped.Iess fez, !lid even t.mess mel_IS ckmg!be Frsr WorId~. so thol !bey {UI IWI!SS ria Ioreheock to !he 

......... ,.,. """" ' ........ ,eola'm heoIgeo 

The lioetliI WooDIe BOOge il Broole, one oIlhe mosI syrOOoIi(oIy porent 01 If Nazi denwlioos. 

14 

19HilIIfIem ClI1l0UIIoge Iii ..... as worn by til "OOIry 0bers1\JrM:hE!f 01 the WaffEill"SS. 11 was OOI IAOOVfIOI'Iior lui rlri. i1signio IDI detuolXm 10 be 
'fIUn 00 !he {1IlD&ge I\ri:, {OOllll'l 10 r~lIORS. /M<J oolnble here In !he KnicjJ(~ U05:5 01 the Iroo li~ at !he neck one! the cme (ont.c! (hp IixwB 

!he ""'10. 

15 



WAFFEN-
EINTRm NACH VOllENDEmll7. LEBENSJAHR 

IIii Wdiert'SS r«Ili1ilI pos»"" O. MbI was the best trown GemuJ _ 

... s. .. w.II Wa,,,, ~" ...... '<if • .,~ .. 
~._"I'I'<". ho9wt ....... '"""" 

A Wofferl'SS offler's 005'sM: 'old s!y\e' or 'crusher' field rap. wI1dl WIIS 

rustonwnOOe in ItoIy in 190. II beers the "ode mak 'SiKcessori Fae ­
MbIo/ROOIIIfioreno/MOOeoo', on:! feohles ~ Ieclher peck IDI OOIJllW91 
11m usud tbk velvet bend. TIis IXlllem of c~ C1ITIe 10 be the nm. of !he. 
wletm WoHertSS oIIler. 

Shlrnlmnfih:er Henoom &drier oIlhe Ss.~~ was Me of the 'heroes' of the WdfooSS, wirrWIg!he folowilg IIWCId5 belae he was kJed" 
«lion outWe WOOl1N in November 1944: (0) lrie}rt's ('oss of the 11M Cross; (h) Gernm Cross in Gold; (<11I0Il (ross lsl1Dl2nd tmses; (d) CW Cont.;n 
Cbsp II Gold; (el WWld BOOge in Gold; (f) Woolly AswoJ1 Rodge in Siver; (gl ~ SIieId; (h) Wcrlkril Cr05S 2nd DIm will! Swords; m RussiJn 
Front Medal; (j1 Czech Occupolion MeOOI wim Pr(JJl.ll! (mile 8m. 
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THE AllGEMIIHHI 

Early SA belt /WIe, wom by the SS I.Jlrj 1911. 

During tht' autumn of 1929, al the same 
time .15 the new SS collar patches and cuff 
titles were hcing manuLlctured and 
distributed, a small sharp-winged l'agk' and 
)waSlrka badge, or Hoheitsabzcichcn, was 
IIltroduced for wear on the SA and SS kepi in 
place of rhe Reich:.kokarclc. S5 banch.me n'<; 
uniforms were furrher modified by the 
addition of black and whin: rnihrary-style 
'~wallow's nests' worn a t the shoulder. 

At Ihe end of 193 1, the SS adopted Ihe 
motlo '~ I ellle Ehrc heisst Treue' ('," I ), 
Honour is I. oyalty') followUlg a well­
ruhliciscd open letter which Il ider had sem 
10 Kun Daluege after (he ~tennes putsch. 
declaring in 1m praise: '55 ~ I ann, deine Ehre 
heissl Trelll". Almost immediately, a belt 
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buckle Incorporating the mono into its design 
was com missioned and p roduced by the 
O\'erhoff firm of Ludcllscheid ro replace the 
SA huck Ie hitherto worn by all members of 
thl' 5S. The new belt buckle was circular in 
fo rm for officers and rectangular for lower 
ranks, and cominued in wear unch:1nged un til 
1945. In May 1933. shoulder straps , or 
Achse1sti.icke. were devised for wear on rhe 
right shou lder only. T hcloC straps were 
adornments to be used in conj unction with 
rhe collar insignia already in existence and 
indic:1led rank lewl onl)' (i.e. enl isted man or 
NCOfjunior office r/intermed iate officerl 
se n ior office r) ra ther tha n actual rank . In 
February 1934. a 5il\'er Honour Chevron fnr 
the Old Guard (Ehrcnwinkel Hir Al re 
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Kilmpfcr) was authorised for wear on the 
upper right arm by all members of the SS 
who had joined the 55. l'SDAP or an)' ~}f tht' 
mhef p:lrry-affiliatcd organisations prior 10 
30 J :'tnullTy 1933. Qualific:ltion was la ter 
extended to include former members of tht' 
police . armed forces or Stahlhclm who 
fulfilled cenain conditions and transferred 
iniu the 55. The Iraditional brown shirt 
uniform of thc SS therefore dc\·doped ,11111051 
continu;\lly over cleven years :lnd 
incorporated many additions or alterations at 
specific times. Ttll'se can be of great 
assistance in dating period photoguphs. The 
traditional uniform was gradu:l.l1y phased Out 

after the Nazi assumption of power and was 
nOl generally worn aftt'r ' 934, excepl on 
special ceremonial occasions by members of 

the SS Old GU<lrd. At such c\ellts. some of 
the Allt~ Kampfer even sponcd their 
homemade arm hands from the 1921-2 era. 

A mal or change 10 SS unitnrm \\ .1S made in 
1932. in response to a governmental demand 
that the SA .lnd SS should adopt a morc 
'respectahle' oudit as a conditIOn of the 
lifting of the b;\n on politicd uniforms. O~ -
Jul~, a bl3ck tunic and peaked cap. harkl.ng 
back to the! garb of the imperial Leth­
Husaren, Wl're introduced for the SS to 

replace the brown shirt and kepi. Thest items 
were made availahle first to officers, then 
lower ranks. ,lOd were worn side-by·side wi th 
the rradirional umform dur;n~ 1933 while all 
memhers were being kltted Ollt. By the 
beginn1llg of 1934, sufficient quantities of the 
hlack umform h:ld been mal1ubctured for it 
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55 men Illorrroised noc&rictd lIIIorm IIWlI a goord rJ horlOII over !heW ccmode fnu SdW, kied II sneer fighmg in Bril, Alqisl1932 

to be in g¢neral U!tC. During the remainder of 
the 1930s. the black se rvice uniform \\as 
dneloped as the S5 organisatIon expanded. 
G reatcoar), were produced and ;\ ser ies of 
speciali st arm diamonds, or ;\rmclraute. 
devised for wear on the lower left slee\e. On 
2' June 1936 a new and larger 55 cap eagle 
replaced th e old I 929-pattern. and white 
sh ins were aurhorised for wear under the 
tunic, instead of brown shirts. on ceremonial 
occasion~. For evening funcrions suc h as 
pa rties, dance .. and 50 on there were black 
meS5 jackets for officers and white 'monkey 
suirs' for waiters. all be:lfing full 5S insignia. 
As from 2- June 1939. officers were pro\'ided 
with ;In all·whlte version of th e serv ice 
uni form for walking Out during the su mmer 
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period. officially de-fined as 1 April 10 30 
St'ptember each year. 

Full-time SS men were regularly issued 
wilh items of uniform and equi pment. So far 
as part-timers were conce rned, however. all 
uniform articles had to be purchased by the 
55 member~ rhemseh-es al their Own expense. 
The o nly exceptions were replacements for 
items lost or damaged during the courSt of 
dmr, which were pro\' jded free of charge. If 
an 55 mall wished 10 acqui re a new tunie, for 
example. he could eit her buy it direct from a 
tailoring shop which was an approved sales 
ourlet of the Relchszeugmeisterei der NSDA P, 
i.c. an authorised dealer in Nazi party 
uniforms and equipment, or else place a pre­
paid order with his 10c:lI Trupp or Stu rm 
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which would. 10 turn, arrange [0 requisition a 
runic on his behalf from one of rhe c1mhing 
stores run by the 5S administr:lIi'lt' 
departmelH. The btter regularly produced 
price lists which were circulated to all 55 
formations for the anemian of would-be 
buyers. The following small selecl ioTl of 
prices is taken from the extensive Allgemeine-
5S price list of J anu ;H~' 1938, and gives a 
general idea of the cost of items for sale at 
that {line: 

Item 

Black service tunic 
Black breeches 
Black trousers 
Black 0\ crco:n 

Price in 
Reichsmarks 
34.80 
18.00 
19.90 
45.40 

156 

Pea~ed cap for NCOs and 
lower ra nks 
P('akcd cap for officers 
Peaked cap for generals 
Field C.lp 

Sred helmel 
White [lIn ie 
\'(/aiter's lackel 
Athletic vcSt with S~ runes 

Brown shin 
1~lack tie 
Riding boots 
Marchmg boOis 
1933 service dagger 
1936 chained dagger 
Belt buckle for NCOs and 

lower ranks 
Belt buckle for officers 

4.90 
7.50 
7.80 
2.30 

12.30 
30.00 
18.90 
3.75 
5.50 
0.85 

27.50 per pair 
23.70 per p3ir 

7.10 
12.15 

0.50 
1.25 

IHE AlLGEMEINE ·SS 

5houlder strap 
Collar piping 
Collar patch 
5wastika a rmband 
Cuff ririe 
Sleeve diamond 
Old Guard chevron 

Eagle for peaked cap 
Death's head for peaked cap 
Vehicle pennant 

Com mand nag 

0.33 
0.05 per metre 
0.60 
0.80 
0.75 
0.55 
0.10 
0.25 
0.10 
1.20 

47.40 

The reduction in the number of active parl­
time Allgemeine-55 men because of the 
enhancemem of conscription at the outbreak 
of war, led 10 a surplu s of black uniforms 
building up in 55 slOres after 1939. In 1942. 
the police co ll ected most of the unwanted 
black Allgemeine-55 uniforms III Germany 
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--_ .. _ .. .. - --­,.- -­.- --­.-
styles 01 ~SS lJiform flom Iefr ro r$t. stoodcrd 1931'9Qnern block seMce and pcrode "(lim for S~harfoh:er; 'nlllition:d LnilOIm' tt. SS­
Unter5duflhet This was me list foodsed SS 1.OI00m, worn by cj ronls oo~ 1932~, and dcm!d 00 sele<led {!lemorioIlX{~ !hereafter by 
~ 01 the (Md Gurd; stIYK! norm wim IM!uoaIlor SSionenfihtl; wobig OI.IIlIIIform wiIh raicw:oar fur SS.SlIJIrrOJrWl.Rlt TIlt ron:oct wos 
~ MIl wos ~ I~ed by a heott leclhe! coal. (Rep!Xb:ed nom !he ~ de! NSlJAP, \931 dian.l 

and scm them east for distribution to Schuma 
units, or west for issuing to the Germanic-55. 
Those destined for the Schuma had their SS 
badges rellloved and distinctive brighr green 
lapels, shoulder maps. pocket flaps :lnd cuffs 
added. Similarly, the Gcrm:lnic'SS attached 
their own spt"Cial insignia to these uniforms. 
As a resuh, very few black Allgemeine-55 
tun ic!> surv ived the war with th eir onginal 
German badges imler. 

In 19.38. the Allgemeine-55 inrroduced a 
vcr)' clegalll pale·grc)' uniform for irs full­
rime staff, rhus bri nging the SS into line with 
the ge nera l war footing of the other 
uniformed sen ices. The new outfit was 
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ide ntical in srrle to (he black uniform , but 
bore an 55-pattern shoulder strap on rhe left 
shou lder as well :1S one on the righr. and 
replaced the swastik:1 armband with a doth 
version of the 1936-panern 55 cagle. The idea 
was ro give th e appearance of a mili tary 
rather rhan political uniform. thus lendi ng 
'tome authority to full-time Allgemeine·55 
officers who were, b} the nature of their 
employment, exe mpt from se rvice in the 
Wchrmac hr. T he pale-grey uniform was 
issued first to Hau pt :1mt personnel and 
thereafter to others qualified to wcar it. The 
40.000 or so active pJrt-timc Illembers of rhe 
Allgemeine-55, who wef\:" 31most exclush·eI~' 

THE AIIGEMEINE·IS 

The HOOOIJ Chewon:OI me Old Goord. This come 10 be fBg(Jded os !he OOdge of !he 'lie-md' Noli, even rfloo;jh 00 ~Ieen-yeor-old 55 recruil in 1939 
would 00ve been entitled 10 wear II In! he beoo 0 ren-,u-old Hi1Iet Youth in 1931 
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RlM IOOeI 011 tll8 r8YW 01 on 5S (Jmbood. II (00 be 6et:00ed 05 'oIows: RlM - owrOY9ll by !he RIM; SS - owroY9d by the 55, 0 - '0ie0s1klei6.Jlg' 01 

rie lIlifoon ~ 01 !he RIM; A4 _ doth Wtsigri:I nWOCI\IIr, 275 - Ber's 1UTbes, ~Ied by the RIM; A No. 293333 - ~ runber oIlhe 

_,_~doR1M 

engaged in reserved occupations, were never 
iss ued with grey outfits and continued to 
wear the black uniform proudly while on 
duty in Germa ny. By 1945, however, that 
most impressive of a ll uniforms, which had 
been such a status symbol in the prewar d ... ys. 
had become an object of derision since its 
wearers WCfC inc reasingly thought of as 
shirki ng mi litary service. 

Although the 55 beca me one of the mosl 
complex of a ll Nni paramili tary organ­
is:lIions, its rank structure remained relatively 
stable and underwent few major ahcralions. 

Until 1930 there were basically ani), tWO 5S 
ranks, namely 55-Mann and SS-StaffeIHihrcr. 
That ye3r. with the evolution of Sturme and 
Sturmbanne. nin e grades began to be: 
cll1pioye:d by the 5S , based on those of the 

SA. T he:se were: 
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55-Mann 
5S·$charfUhrer 
5S· Trll ppHihrcr 
SS-Stu rmfiihrer 
5S-5turmbannfuhrer 
5S-Sta nda nen hi h rer 

IHE ALLGEMEINE·II 

_ ..... do .1.g.lI~""""\\"om .,oIKoI.1938. 
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Olangobaeicben bn e. .. Ql. unb e.-e. 
11111 kill [lnftn 6ho.grnlDIf~ 

--

---_ .... , .... _-
!oi ..,.,."lIonIll. c."" 19lA • ~"'I'. """"" 
... ,.;.d cob ..... wille .... OicO<I"d!es ... ..,.d • bOd 
!lid 5Mr en! IIw rl WIOI offictlS in pIaiIsh. £ai'r I6rnlS ~ lIS 

I""",""",", 5li ....... onI ... , "' ,.,.a _ ....... 
wiIG. e'l1!II thtujI he ~ Iile ~ of Reichsfihtll de SS, ~ nri:ed 
SIIIlIiY as OIl S~Qll.OI)eI1iii/lIer (ieplaOOr:ed IIiXII /lit l/rJIonnet! dtf 
&_. 1934.1 

SS-Oherfuhrcr 
S!'-lo r u ppen fu h rer 
55-0 bergHI ppen fnh rer 

On 19 Ma y 1933. a further eLght ranb 
were ~re.Hed to accommodate Ihe general 
t'xpaT1<;ion of the 55. namely: 

55- turmlllann 
SS-Rortcnflihrer 
SS-Oberscharfuhrer 
SS-Ohertruppfiihrer 
SS·Obersturmfuhrer 

~S-)t urmh;tupttuhrer 

SS-Obcr!oturlnh:1nnfuhrcr 
SS-Brig.tdc(uhn-r 

In ,\ugu~t 1934. I hmmler \\'3" elevated to 
Ih c nt'W r:lnk of Reic hsfuhrt'r-S and gL\l'!1 

lIlsigm3 uni'lue tl1 his position. repbcing the 
5 -Obcrgruppenfuhrer hadges he wore prior 
III [hat time. 

On 15 Ocwbcr 1934. further re\'is ion'> 
were m3de 10 the S5 rank srStelll~ 

SS-Bcwerbcr W;l~ uddcd O~ the luwl,!>t rank 
SS-Anwarter W;lS .,dded a$ tli" second lowesr rank 
SS-Schadiihn:r hetallle SS-Unlenchadlihrcr 
SS-Oberschadiih rer bCC.1me SS-S.::h:trfiihrer 
SS-Truppfiihrer bo:ame SS-Oberscharfuhrer 
SS-Ohertruppfuhrcr he"ame S5-Hauprschar­
fuhrer 
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S-$rurmfuhrer became !'-Um('r!>turmfuhrer 
SS-Srurmhaupt fuhrer becamc= 
Hauptslurmfuhn:r 

R.lnk 1I1"18I1i,1 remained un.:hanged from 
that poim unnl - April 1942. "hen ne" 
coll.1r patches wt'rc Introduced for: 

SS-Oherfuhrer 
5S-BngJdcfuhrcr 
SS-GnLppcnfuhrcr 
S-O hergru ppen fii h rer 

At lilt" sa llie IlIlle, .1 Ill'\\ ,Uld senior rank 01 
SS-Obcr.;r-Gruppenfiihrer was crc=atc=d, 

ihl: final and ddillili"e Allgemeine-55 rJ.nk 
,,}'srem, da rln!! (rol11 Apnl 1941 and lastlll~ 
until rhe end of the war. was ,I" follows: 

Alllllllsr:/JoIftl''' /Otl1('r R.1Ilksl 
SS-Bewcrocr Candjdate 

S-Anwiincr Cadet 
5S-lI.lann 
55-. rurmm:lIlll (Srrm,) 
S5-Ronenfuhrer (ROIL) 

Prn'ate 
t.."lnl.7e Corpor.ll 
Senior lance 
Corporal 

IHf HlGEMElNI ·SS 

U"rn(lIlm.'r rNCOsl 
5~-Untt'rSC'ha riu hrt' r 
(Us.:haf,) 
SS-Scharfuhrer ($.:haL) 
SS-Ober .. charfuhref 
IOsch,f.1 
~ -H.luprsch.ufllhrcr 
(Hschaf.) 

Corporal 

rgcant 
Stafi rse.lIlt 

Sergeam-.\b)or 

UlI tere h 7hrer (jlllllor Officers) 
SS-Un rcrsrurmfii hn'r 2nd Lieutenanr 
(Usruf.1 
SS·Obersturmfiihrcr 
(Osruf.) 
55- l lauptsrurmfiihrer 
(1Iswi.) 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Mlltlen' Flihrcr (illu'rmeditlte Officers) 
SS-Sturmbannfuhrer ~ Ia)or 
( ~tubaf.) 

5S-0bcrsmrmbannfuhrer 
(Osruoaf. ) 

LieurenllH­
Colonel 

Hij/'t>re F,ilm'r (Scmor Officers) 
SS-5tandarrenfi..threr Colonel 
(StaLl 
SS-Oberfiih rer (Oberf,) 
SS- Brigadduhrer (Brtgf. ) 
S5-GruppenfLlhrer 
(Cruf. 1 
S~-()bergruppcnfuhr('r 

(OgruL) 

Sentor olund 
Brigadier 
,"lalor-General 

Lieluenilll{­
General 

S5-0bcrsr-Gruppenfu hrer General 
(Obsrgruf. ) 
Rdchsfuhrer-S5 (Rf ) Supreme 

Commander 

A!> wi lh all ~SDAP iormarions. !-h rler wa'l 
ulrim;u ei )' Commander-in-Chief of rhe SS and 
held the ptrsonal title of 'Der Obersre Fuh rer 
der ·!Jurlstaffcl '. 

Dur ing the \\ar, where all AlIgcmcLIle-5S 
memocr lempor.lrily scn'ing III the Wehrma('hl 
:maincd a military mnk higher than his ra nk III 

rhe 55, the \',/ehmt:lchl rank generall~ prt.'cedcd 
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,hat of Ihe 55 50 far :IS ordina rr (b y- to-da y 
affair:. were concerned. However, in offici,ll S5 
cor rt'spondcl1ce :lnd pub lic:ltions the 
AlIgl'mei nc-SS rank :llways rook preeedell(:c 
o\'cr all orher dL'Signations, ('\'en g(wernmenr-dl 
tides, For example. 'D:lS St' hw:u ze Korps' 
consr:lnrly refe rred 10 the German Fore ign 
lI. l inister by hLS honorary position as 'S5-
Obe rgruppl!nfuhrcr \'o n Ribbenrrop' rather 
than b~' his ministerial appoinrment, Similarly, 
Aligemelllc-SS ranks rook precedence o\'er ,hCKe 
of rhe Waffen-S5 and police. In Apri l 194 1. 
Himmlcr arrJllged (CIT a blanker appointment of 
all 1-ISS Pfs 10 the ranks of General m3 jor. 
Gencfalleutnant or Geneml def I'olizci and. 
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n. 193~ SS ..... , ...... "" .. """ .. 1Wt1" "" 
--.. 1 .... 1. 

after 20 July 1944. the HSSPfs were also made 
gcnt'r3 I§ of the WaUt'n·S . So a Illan who W3~ 
nominated to be ;1 general in the Allgemeine-55. 
th" police and rhe \'(Iafftn-SS would be elll illed 
'SS·Obc rgruppcnflihrer lind General def 
\,(fafre n-55 und Polizei'. in that order. 

The s)'mbol ic uni forms and exctus;\'C ranks 
and tides of the SS were fu rther enh:mccd by 
the Bla ck O rde r 's usc of decora t ive edged 
weaponry. T he SS <;crvicc dagger, or 
Dil' lIsrdolch. was introduced a long with irs SA 
counrerpa rt by the imerim Chief of mff oi 
t he SA and I-l immlc r 's then superior, 

Obergruppcnflihrcr von Krausser. under SA 
Order '0 . 1734/33 of 15 Decemhet 1933. 
Ulack and silver ill colour. it bore the S5 motlO 
etched on the blade and runes and e3g l~ on 
the grip. and its gcneral design was based on 
that of a sevt'lUet'mh~cntur)' German hUllting 
da~er known as the ' Holbein ', which bore a 
representation of Holbein's pain t ing 'The 
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Dance of Death' on ItS SC:lbbard. Worn by all 

rank.s of the Allgemeine-55 with Sen'ice and 
walkmg aLIt dress, the 5S dagger was 
presented to its owner on ly at the special 9 
No\'ember ~'ercmony when he graduatcd from 
SS·Anw.1rter 10 SS·.\·I::uln . II was not issued at 
any other rime. or en masse like the daggers of 
the plt.·bLan SA. Each SS·Anwaflt'f paid the 
full COSt of his dagger, usually in sm:lll 
insrnlments, prior to its presentation. 

On 17 February 1934, 5S-Gruppenfiihrer 
Kurt Winje, Chief of the 55-Amt who w:ts 

disttli!>scd the following year for homosc;t(Uali r~, 
rorb:tde the priv:u e purchase or 'trading In' of 
SS dagger!> on the open marker. Hencefort h, 

daggers could be ordered only from 
manuf:tC1ufcrs through the 55-AmI, for issue vi:t 

Ihe thrt.'t' mam 55 uniform dislribution ct'ntrt's 
IU Munich, Dresden and Berlin, which regularly 
processed requisitions nxeived from the various 

Oberabschnitte he~dquarters. :'\<IOreo\'er. it was 
made a disciplinary offence for an 5S man to 
d ispose of or lose his dagger, on the grounds 
th~t it \V'JS ~ s),mbol Qf his office. In that way, it 
was assured that no unauthorised person could 
buy or otherwise acquire an 55 dagger. As of 15 
January 1935, members dismissed from the 55 
had to surrender thei r daggers, even if they were 
p~rson al property paid for from their own 
funds. In casts of vo lunl3ry resignation or 

normal retlrcment, howcver, daggers could be 
retained and the person in qucstion was given a 

cerrifica re srating tn:tl he was emilled 10 possess 
the dagger. 

T he SS dagger was suspended a t an "nglc 
from a single IC ;;lIhcr strap unlil Novembe r 
1934. when Himmlcr introduced a \'errical 
hallg~r for wear with service dress during. 
crowd control. Howe\'~r, the \'ertical hanger. 
whil~ mon! smble. was too reminjscent of the 
humble bayonet frog and III 1936 Ihc single 
strap was rellltroduced for both the walking 
out and serv ice uniforms. Thereafter. Ihe 
vertica l hanger was restrictt'd to usc on rOlile 
marches and milira.ry exercises. 

IHf AltGEMEINf.\\ 

In epre-mber 1940, due to n:Hion;ll 

e .... ollomics, th e 1933-pattern dagger was 
wlthdr.lwn from production for the duration 
of the war. 

A more ornate dagger; ro be worn only by 
offnTS aod by those Old Guard N Os and otht.·r 
ranks who had joined the org.aniSJrlon prior to 30 
JlIluary 1933, was imrtxluced br Himmlcr on 21 
June 1936. Generally known as the 'chained 
dagger', it was vcry simib r 10 the 1933·p.1ITC!rn 
bUl was suspended by means of linked OCtagonal 
p1:H<.'S, finely embossed with deuh's hl'<lds and 5S 
runes, and fea lurt.'!! :\ cemra l scabbard mount 
dcconHed with swastikas, The dagger could be 
worn onl~' with the black uniform unt il 1943, 
when Waffen-S5 and security poliL'C offirt.·1S wert' 

permitted to sport ir with their field-grcy walking 
out drt"SS, and were allowed to attach knotS in the 

arm)' Style. Production of the chained dagger h:ttl 
ro be dJscontinued at the end of 1943 beca.usc of 
matt"tial sllort.."lgc:s, and its wC"Jr waS subsequently 
forbidden for the duration of the war. 

Ln addition to the standard 1933-patrern and 

1936-pattern 5 daggers, several special 
presem,uion \'ariants were also produced. The 
first of these was tile so-called Rahm S5 
Ho nour Dagger, 9,900 of which were 
distrihuted in February 1934 by 5A 5tabschef 
Emsl R6hm to members of rhe 55 Old Guard. 
Ir took the form of a b.uic 19.U·pattt!m d"gger 
wi th Ihe addi t ion of the dedication ' In 
herzlicher Kall1cra d schaft, Ernst Rohm' (' In 
hea rtfelt comradeship, ErnSt Rohm') etched on 
the revefSC of rile blade. Following the 'Night of 
the Long Knives'. 200 similar daggers, cu:hed 
' In hcrzlichcr Kameradsch"ft, H. H immler', 
were presented by the Reichsfuhrer 10 55 
personnel who had participated in rhe bloody 
purge of the SA. A very ornate and eXJX'nsive 55 

honour dagger, wi th oakleaf-decorated 
crossguards, leather-cove red scabbard and 
Damascus steel bbde, was created by H iml1t.1er 
in 1936 for award to high-ranking officers in 
rccogni lion of specia l achic\'emem. \\;/ht!n one 

\va" pr~nted to the N5DAP Treasurer, Franz 

16S 

The 19~nduoedSS". with~porJepeeLtot 
IIIIIuMd 11190 fctWlO by offit:ers rJ!he Woffe!l'SS. S4»tnI SO. 

Xa\'cr Sdnvarz, hc responded by secretly 
commis~ioning the Eickhom firm to produce an 
e"en more claoorarc example, with finings and 
chain hanger in solid siJ\'l'r; which he then ga\'c 
to H immler as a birthday present! 

Dur ing the 1933-6 era , 55 officers a ud 
NCO!> engaged in cere monial d ut ies were 
permin ed to w('a r a va r iety of pr ivately 

purch:tsed ar mr·pa n ern sab res, often wi th 
silver rather t hall regula tion gi lt fittings. In 
1936, howe\'er, a series of standardised swords 
in the classic straight-bladed ' Degen' sryle, WIIS 

introduced <;pt..""CificalJy for members of rhe 55 

and police. emphasising the dose relationship 
between the tWO organisations. There were 

minor differences between Degen for officers 
.md those for NCOs, while 5 swords featured 
runes on Ihe grip and police examples Iht! 
police eagle. Policemen who were a lso 
members of the S5 cou ld SpOrt the SS mnes on 
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[he pommel of their police sword. Personnel 
attached ro SS Reiterstandarten remined the 
Iraditiona! curved sabre for use on horseback. 

The SS officer's sword, which was fl'f('rred 10 

;IS the Ehrendq,:en des Relchsfiihrcrs-SS. or 
Reichsfuhrer's Sword oj Honour, was given an 
eleva ted status <llld could nor be worn 
automat ically by every SS officer. It was 
bestowed by H immler onl}" upon selected 
Allgemeine-55 commanders and graduates of 
the Waffen·SS Junkersch ulen at Bad Tolz and 
Ihaunschweig. Each prr:scnt3rion of th e 
Ehrcndegen was accomp::lIl;cd by a citation in 
which the RC';chsfiihrer instructed rhe recipient: 
'!eh vcrlcihc Ihnen den Dl.-gen der 55. Ziehen Sie 
ihn nien13ls ohne Not! Stecken Sie ihn niemals 
ei n ohne Ehre!' (' 1 award you the 55 sword . 
Never draw it without r(,3son, o r s heathe it 
without honour! ') . Aw:trds of th e office r's 
sword, like those of the dearh's head ring, were 
recorded in the Die1lstaltersliste, which reve:lls 

that only 86 per cem of even rhe m~r senior S5 
commanders we re en litled to w(,ar it. That 

pern'ntage can be broken down 35 follo\\"s: 
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Standa n enfuhrer 
Obt.'rfi.ih rcr 
Brigadefi.threr 
Gruppenfuhrer 
Obergruppenfuhrer 
Oberst -(;ru ppen fi.i h re r 

S8% 
83% 
90% 
91 % 
99'\:. 

100% 

.\lanufacture of the Ehrcndegen ce3sed on 25 
JanuM)' 1941. 

Sli ll illore exclusive were the so-called 
'Ceburt5t::lgsdegen', or 'bi rthda y swords' , 
gi\'en by H immler to S5 general s and OTher 
leading Nnt person:J.l;tie~ as birthdar 
presents. They were made 10 order by 
Gtrmany's m:l Ster swordsmith, Palll ,\ Ii.illt'r, 
Director of the SS Damascus School at 
Dachau, and featured hallmarked silver 
finings and blades of t he finest Dan1:1Scus 
steel with exq uisi[(' ly raised and gilded 
pe rsonal dedications from !-l immler. The 
sword gifted to von Rib henrrop on his 
birrhday in 1939, for example, bore the 
golden legend ':vlei nem lie ben J03,him von 
Ribbe ntrop zum 30.4.39 - H. H immlcr, 
Reichsfi.ihrer-SS' set beTween rwo swastikas. 
H itler received a simi lar weapon , rhe blade 
inscription of which extoll ed th e virtues and 
loya lty of rhe entire SS officer corps. ,\Hiller 

continued producing Geburtstagsdcgen oil 
commission from H immler unril1944. 

T he regalia of the Allgemeine-55 also 
included an extensive range of flags and 
banners. From 4 July 1926, the 5S had th " 
distinction of keeping the most rcvered flag in 
the Th ird Reich, the Blutfahne. which had been 
carried at the head of the Nazi Old Guard 
during the :vlunich pursch when they wert.' fired 
upon by the police. It was splattered wirh the 
gore of those shot during the encollmer and 
was thereafter considered TO be something of a 
'holy relic'. SS-Nlann Jakob Grimminger frOIll 
the ~'Iunich SS detachment, a veteran of the 
First \X/orld War Gallipoli campaign and 
participant in the 1912 ' Barrie of Coburg', was 
accorded the honour of being appointed the 

THE AlLGEMElNHS 

first official benrer of the Blutfllhne and he 
ret.lined r1Ut position throughout his (Meer. 
Grunminger \\".1<; n Wood-c;lrvcr by trade, and 
had no particular qualificntion .15 the Reich's 
'numbt"r one standard-bearer', other than rhe 

fact that he had been a 'tai l--end' marcher when 
the shooring st3rted at the f- eldherrnhal1c. By 

April 1944, when the Blutfahl1~' made its last 
puhlic appenTl1nce at the funeral of Adolf 

Wagner, Gauleiter of Munich-Upper S3VMi3, 
Grimminger had arr:J.tned the rank of 55-
5randanen{tjhrer, hiS associa tion with the 

ll1}stic;l1 flag having assured him a steady 
succession of promotions. 

Every Allgemeine-55 $t:lndHne was 
represented br a b:lrme.r, or Feldzeichen, which 
W:.lS itself known as rhl.'" regimental 'Standarte'. 
Somewhat reminiscent of the ancient Roman 

I"l;"xillum banner, it took the form .,f a wooden 

pole surmounted by :l metal eagle anJ wreathed 
swaSti \" ;l, below which was J black and si lver 
boxed nameplate. The pl:ut bOT{' the 55 area 
name {e.g. 'Kassel" or 'Giesscn'} or regimemal 
honour title (e.g. 'Julius Schreck' or 'Loeper') on 
the front ,lIld the initi31s ' NSDAP' on the back. 
From the box W:lS suspended a red silk tl:lg with 
a black swtic swa~tika on a white circle. The 
mOttu ' Deutschland Erw:lche' ('Germany 
Awake') was embroidered in white thread on the 
ob\'erse, with 'Nat. Soz. Deutsche Arlxitt"rparrci 
- Sturmabteilung' on the reverse. The whole 
Item was finished off with a black/white/red 

fnnge and tassels. Apart from rhe black name 
box, the 55 Feldzeichen W;lS identical to that of 

the SA . When an 55 unil achieved roughly 
regimental proportions, it W:lS awarded a 

Himmler ~ a wreath Of the FekIlerrrhtle on !he eleveOlh ~ of !he Murkh PlJISCh, 9 November 1934. The Bbod 8000er, held bv 101:00 
~ II lmdinooal bmwnshrt LWlifcwm, stoOOs H11ht bOO,groood •• '~' or Martyn' MOOlmIe!1I W05 elet:led 01 tim SIXII,I1ld every member of the 
public walkflg post ~ was ob5ged 10 ~ the Iillll sohlle. Two SS men \lOO'"1Ied lite fOOI"UlleIlI ill pelpetuiJy. 
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Feldzeichen in a mass pS<"udo-rdigious ceremony 
known as the Fahnenwdlc which took place 
cach September as parr of the annual NSDAP 
celebrati ons :H Nurnberg. During rh l' 
proceedi ngs, Hitler would present mflny new 
smndards to regimenml commanders and touch 
them with the Blutfahne which Grimminger was 
carrying alongside, so linking in spirit the most 
recent S5 members with the martyrS of the 
Munich putSl.:h. 'me mble below shows all the 
arC3 names which featured on Allgemeine·55 
infantry Feldl.cichen (i.e. th ose not bearing 
honour titles or the name of the regimenral HQ 
town) and the Stand.men to which they referred. 

SS Rcitcrsta ndanen carried si mil:H but 
diSTi nc ti ve Fcldzeichcn which had the 
'Deutschland Erwach e' fla g hanging from a 
wooden bar fixed a t right :1ngles 10 rhe 
standard pole. In pl:1ce of rhe namt' box, th('se 

caval ry standards featured :1 black parch. or 
Fahnenspiegel. on rhe fla g c lOlh. bearing 
c rossed lances find the unil numeral in ~ilver. 

Each SS Sturm bann was represented by a 

Srurmban n fahne, o r Battalion Flag, in the 
fo rm of a swastika flag with black and silver 

twisled cord edging. In the upper left corner 

STANDARTE AR EA NA MES 
Area Name 5S Fllss-5Ia11darte No. 

Ale Bayern 92 
B:l.den 32 
Brandenburg 15 
I~munschweig 49 
Burgcn land 11 
Cha rlottenburg 6 
Dithmarschen 53 
Fran ken 56 
Friedland 66 
Gorhaland 14 
Gross- Beeren 80 
Han;\Uer Land 86 
Harz 5 1 
I-lessen 1 
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AIlgemeine-SS 51!Jndords. Top: The 'DetJlKhIJnd Erwod!e' 5lInIard 01 

F~leidlM, of tile 1st S5 fuss-Stoodaue'lIIM SdYack'; oonOO11e1t 
bonalion flog rA SlLI'mOOm!ll Ii tile lsI 55 fuss·5I011dc1Te, bonom Wjlr 
tcQy stoodord oIlhe 1 Stil SS Reilefstondorte. (Reprodoted hom tile 
__ h do NSOAP. 1938 .. 000 .1 

Area Nallle 55 FlIss-Stal1darte No. 

Kartllen 90 
Lippe 72 
,\>larienburg 64 
,\tlasuren 61 
Mecklenburg 12 
Mittelfr<lllken 73 
,\-Iosel 5 
Neissc 45 
Niederbayern 31 
N iedcrsachsen 12 
Nit:dcrschlesicn 8 
Nordsch lcswig 50 
Ob der Enns 37 
Oberba rern 34 

1HE ALLGEMEINHS 

Area Nallle 55 Fliss-Sial/dorIc No. Area Name 55 Fuss-Stal/dorle No. 

Oberfrankt-n 41 Schwa hen 29 
Obl'rhesscn 83 Schwarz.wald 65 
Oberpfalz 68 Stcdingen 88 
Oherschlesien 13 Tempelhof 75 
Obersteiermark 94 Thuringen 14 
OSlfriesland 24 Thiiringer Wald 57 
Ostmark 27 Tirol 87 
Osrpommern 39 Uckermark 44 
Osrpreussen 18 Unrcr-Enns -J ,-
Ostsee 74 Unrerelbe 16 
Pfalz 10 Wartburg 67 
Pommern 9 Weichsel 71 
Rhein- Hessen 33 Weser 55 
Ruin 25 Westfal en-No rd 19 
Saalc 84 Wesrfall'n-Sud 30 
Sauerland 69 Wiirrrcmberg IJ 
Schleswig-Holstein 4 \Xfu rrrcTll berg Slid 63 

The Fekl1eichen ord SIl.rnlbcnnIoIme d !he SS-VT on display 01 Ntk"l\berg. Seplember 1931. All the sIllndard-beorelS WOOl gorge~ and bondoIiefs. 
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AIIge~ne-SS tommo~ f~, I. ReidnflihrBI'SS; 2 . 1JeIl~ at !he 55 
Haup!&mler; 3 bead 01 me Pe~~ch&l Slob RfSS; 4. heads 01 SS 
Arn!er; 5, fc.l\rel of SS Oberob~Min $tid; 6. fOhrtr or S5 Abschnin I; 
1. fiihrer oIlhe 34th SS fuss,SlooOO!le, 8 Hi/uti" of the hi 55 
ReilersrMdorte; 9, FGlner of Srurmoonn I oIlhe lsi SS fuss-SlGndode; 
10, FUhw of S5 f'ionierslUlmbonn I, 11. Fllhrer of SS 
NQ{hrkhlensltllmoonn I; 11. SS officm: 13. officials of the fM 
Orgmlion. (~eplOdlKed from me OlgolllSfJ~on5b«h de, NSDAP, 1943 
edilion.) 
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or canton, " black !=:lhn('n~pi('gel W;lS 

l.'l1lbroidered [11 si!v\.'r Ihrt'3d. wuh Ihe 
rurrnb;Hll1 and Sr:lndarrc numhcrs in Roman 

and Ar:lbic numerals, respecrh'eJr. 
Comma nd flng~, or Komm::mdonaggen, in 

the Sh:1PC o f rigid pcnllnnts on flng poles, 
were carried as unit markeTs at large parades 
QT, in smaller \'ersions, were flown from the 
front nearside T1\udwing of sr;1f( C:H5. Th~y 

were square, rectangular or tri;\Ilgular in 
form depending upon designativn, and were 
l1ude of bbck and whi te wa terproof doth 
with rustproof silver thread. Command nags 
wcre usually covered In :t tr<lnsparelH 
cel luloid casing during inclement wea th er. 

aell SS Oherab~chnitr was required to keep 
on hand olle offlci:11 vehicle flag a nd onc 
comma nd pcnnanr for th e Rcichsfuh rer-SS, 
for use in th e e\'cn t of a 'fl ying visit' by 
Hil1lllller. Other Kommandoflaggen included 
th ose for th e he:lds of 55 H:wpriimrcr, SS 
Ob~'rabschnint' Gn d Abschnitte commanders, 
rhe Icaders of Sra ndancn. Reiterst.l11danen. 
5IU rmb:mne. SS stores a nd inspt'ctor.m:s, ;md 
.senior members of Ihe F<'vl o rganisation. 

[n 1934. Il immier noted: 'A sworn oath is 
not enough. It is essential that e\'ery 55 m<ln he 
committed 10 the vcry roots of hi::. being'. The 
)'l11l.>olisl1\ and regalia of rhe AlIgemeine~S~ 
went a Ions way 10 achieving that end, 
instill ing.1 feeling nf superioritY and 'belonging' 
in every member of the I3hlck Order. 

3. THE WAFFEN-SS 

ORIGINS AND ORGAN ISATION OF THE WAF FEN­
SS 

When Hider assumed the Chancellurship on 
30 Janu ary 1933. Ill' fe h Ihat he could no\ 
relr entirely on Ih e traditional Reichsw<, hr 
and police guards appointed b\' Ihe sta te to 
prorcn him. Cnnsequent1r, he ~ujckly issued 
instrucrio ns for the formarion of (I new full · 
time armed S~ unit whose so l ~ fUllction 
would be to escorr hllll at all times, wht:thtT 
in Berlin or on his official journeys 
throughout Germ.:In}'. Th e ta sk of forming 
me unit was entrusted to 'Sepp' Dietrich. who 
by that rime had ri5en to the rank of S5-
GruppenfGhrer through his position as olle of 
Hiders closest person:!1 friends . 

By 17 Nl3rch 1933 , Dietri ch had hand­
picked' 20 loyal S5 \'ol ul1t ccrs, incl uding a 
few former members of tht~ 5rossr rupp Adolf 
Hitler, to become tht' nucl eus of a nl!w 
headquarrcrs guard called the S St;lbswache 
Berlin. They w{'(e armed with rifle s and 
initia ll y quartered in the Alexander B:trf:.lcb 
on Frit-dric hsrrasse . not far fro m Hitler's 
official residence, the Reich hance llerr. In 
," Iar, the Stabswache was enlarged and 
reformed .1::' !ill' SS Sumlerkommando Zosst'n 
with three rr<lin ing com panics which had 
th eir instructors drawn from th e army :md 
police rather than rhe Aligemeine·S5. In 
addition to guard duties, this 'Specia l Fvrcc' 
cou ld now also be used for armed police and 
anri-te r rorist t,\,,\(s. The fol lOWing mooth. 
th ree new t.:omp:lIlll'S were recruitt'd as rhe 5S 
Sonderkomm:1ndo ji.iterbog, rind a t the 
NSDA I' part)' ro ily 11\ September 1933 huth 
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dctudllnents wefe merged InlO a sing le 
fornurioll and renamed ,ht· 'Adolf I litier 
SI<lndarre', On 9 November. in from of th e 
Mu nich Feldherrnhalle. the St:lndarte took a 

personal oath of loyalty [Q its FUhrer and was 
renamed the Leibst:lIldarre-SS 'Adolf Hitler' . 
or LA H, which may beSt lx, tran sla red as the 
'Adolf H itler' Life Guards. invok ing 
memories of the famed Imper ia l Ruyal 
Bodyguard Regiments . There could now be 
no doubr th at rhese men, unlike the soldiers 
of the Rcichsweh r. were Hitler's personal 
troops. 

As <III S unit. Ihe Leibslandarte 
theoretic<lll}' C.1 111e IInder H inun[ er's overa ll 
control. However, In pr:lcrice, H itler 

cunsidcred himself to be the ultimate directOr 
of its ac ri ons. 'rhat fact, combined with 
Dietrich 's friendship with Hitl er, wlHeh tilt, 
guard <:ommander exploi ted to th e ful[, 
enSllreu that rhe Leibsrand:m e enjoyed a fair 
measure o f independence within the S5 
org.ln istllion. Ind eed, thc preW:lr I cit>­
sra ndarre. which W('ts on thl' narional budget 
r<lther than rhn oi th e NSDAP, ultimalely 
ixcame in Himmlcr's OWIl words ' a complete 
l:tw unto itself'. Die rrich frequently argued 
with til(' Rei!,;hsfuhrer. whom he :lddn'ssed as 
an equal, a luxury en joved bv vcr v few SS 
officers. . . . 

AI the end of 1933, the LA II moved into 
quarters at Bcrlill-Uchte-rfclde fro~ where 
squads uf rroops were sent to th(' Rei ch 
Chancelle ry on a rota basis 10 pro \' ide ::t 

sm<lrt, impressi .. t and effecth'c bodyguard for 
the Fuhrer. Tht·y were given their own. then 
very distincrive, insig.nia o f un·nulllbt'rl,d 55 
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foniO'e "1.lf'IlPe1~ 01 till! leibslOlllbte 0I1he opening (!!lemony of the 
Ber&n Ho!se Shaw 111934. The bonnen weft prodtx!d belWelO September 
en:! ~ 1933, • the 0011 was alec! !he 'AOOIt Hirler StWte'. 
It is oolewoofrt lIKrr tile nm 111 hi foregrlXlld has omxhed !he bcmer ro 
lis 1I\II1lt1 tht'Mong way /OOOd, m,.,g!he deom's IIeod oppel)' 10 fore 
!xxi ......... "'Ion.ods. 

runes on the right collar p:ltch and a cuff title 
bearing the name 'Adolf H id er', The 
Leibstandartc came to be in exclusl\(' 
prominence around Huter. its men sen-i ng 
not only a~ his guards bur also as hi" 
adjutants. drivers, senaTllS Jnd w;)ircrs. Thdr 
ce remonial ;u.: t;\,;,ies u\timlncly hecame 
almost legendary, and their performance 011 

the drill square and at Na1.i rallics. where 
they consistently held the place of honour at 
the cnd of the parade. wa" second to none. 

By 6 March 1934, the Lt'ihstandanc 
comprised 986 men, of whom 45 were nOt 
members of the NJ.li party, having been 
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leibstondane seol/ie:5 III the tMy\ld enllance 10 !he new Rekh 
Choo<tIery, November 1938. TIle LAH, being 0 gtOds legimenl, speIll 
much 01 irs pr8WOl1Ine on (er«nOCid. dolies for wfli£h ootrove wMe 
\ecIMI ~I (~wtisl bell, OIISHtqI, 1IlYI"dIiI'ioo~, 
OOyroelirog. pistrA h:JI5Ier en! pod ~~. wos inhodlted If! ~ fum 
19J1, ThI p:Ike WIle 5Inib wMt ~ on pcmie. 

rccruit{'d direcdr from the lllilit:lrY or police. 
The unit also ilH::luded a number of non ­
Germ;J. ll s, such itS thin)" Austrian Nazis 
whose poli(ical beliefs h;1d obliged them to 

leave thelT homeland for Germanr. On 24 
May, Himmler agreed to Dietrich's requesr 
[hal the LAH should use arm}'. rathe r th;J.1\ 
S , terminology TO describe its constituent 
components. Thus 'Batailloll' and 'Ka mpan;e' 
began to replace 'Stu rmhann' and 'Sturm', 
On 30 June 1934. the Ll';bst:mdarte helped TO 
quell the Rahill pUI~ch and was largely 
responsible for the killing of man~' of Hitler'~ 

enemies in Ih e 'Night of the Long Knives'. 

!HE WAffEHI 

~Iost of those arrested were taken 10 Ihe 
Lichte rldd t Uarracks which became a 
clearing house for unwanted people and 
c:orpses. IT is not known precisely ho\\ man)' 
'l' nemies of the ~t3te' were shot h~' the 
Leibstandarte firmg squ~ds, bur it is thought 
that some fort)" executioners were invohed. 
Thl' ~hOOllllg finally ended on 2 July. ;1nd the 
Leihst,\Ild~ne's first 3c(ion W3S on'r. if h3d 
carri~d OUI Hitler's orders to the letler. The 
Fuh", p.ommcd D;"';ch 10 55-
Obergruppenfuhrer ;1nd also upgr;1ded br olle 
rank all members of rhe Leibs(;1nd~ne who 
had pla yed an :letlve pan in the Rahill .lffair. 
T he 'Night of (he Long Kniv~s' S;1W ;1 
dramatic cha nge f:lke place. nOt on ly lx·twe~n 
thc SA and the SS, but between th e 
Allgemeine-5S and the ;1rmed S det::lchmelll~. 
One of th e first outward signs of this shift 
was th(' changing of the gUlHd outside 
Gestapo HQ, where the 5A-Fcldjagerkorps 
and Allgemeine·5S sell tries \\WC replaced by 
men of the LA I-! . Sim ilar changes took place 
at other important locations across the Reic:h. 

E..1.rly In Octoher 1934, it W:lS decidl·d that 
the Ll."ibstandane should be motorised , a rare 
honour in d:l}s when most of the Reichsw~hr 
was still horse-d rawn. By the beginning of 
1935, the strength of Ihe LAH had risen to 

2,55 1 men. and it became a n.'gHuem in fact 
as well as in name. divided inro: 

I x staff 
3 l( motorised inf.,mry batt~lians 
I x motorcycle c:ompany 

l( mortar comp;1ny 
x ~ign;1ls pla toon 
x armoured car platoon 
,of regimental band 

It was ;1 re l;1tive ly shorr step from being 
eq uipped and trai ned for antj'll'rronst police 
du ti es to being organised for militarr 
acti \·ities ;1 nd the Lcibstandarte wa~ soon 
wearing fie ld-grey. Gi \'en li S largely 
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ceremonial background. I[ I~ surprising JUSt 
how quickly the LA H developed into a first ­
class mili[.lr~· lIllit and how far It as~imila[ed 
Itself within rhe rest of the Mmed S. On 1 
March 1935 th e 5th Company. under SS­
Hauprsturmfuhrer Wilhelm }.Iohnke, 
marched illlo S;1arbrucken on [he re!Urn of 
the Saarland to German)". Three years ]:ul'r, 
the Leibst;1 ndart t' took a prominenr parr in 
the annexation of Austria. It mO\'ed through 
Linz. where it pro\'ided a guard of honour for 
Hider, and on to Vienna, t3king p:m in the 
triumph;1] celebrations there. The Austria n 
opl'rat iun saw the LA H covering no less th~n 
600 miles in some 48 hours in full co­
oper:lIion with the army, ;1 high military 
ability whic:h e;1rned the fayour;1ble 
recognition of no less ."I commander thall 
General Guderian. In October 1938. Ihe 
Leibst:1I1darle p;1rticipared in rhe occupation 
of the Sudct{'nlaTld, a nd ~gain the whole 
e\'ent proceeded smoolhly. 

All elements of the Lcibslandarre, except fo r 
the ceremunial Gu~rd I~~ ttal i on a nd a 
replacement unit, were to [3ke P;1rt in the 
opening srngcs of the Se.:ond World War. As the 
first armed SS UTlIt , the LA H was destined to 
hold a proud pl;1ce as the oldest and sma nest 
formation 111 Ihc Waffell'SS, and W;1S to e;1Tn 
itself a formidable fighting record at the from. 

At the same time a s the infa nt 
Leibstand;1r1e W;1 S being formed to protec:t 
Hitler. other sma ll groups of armed SS men 
were sel up all over Germany as ~ mc~ns of 
bolstering rhe new regime in the e\'ent of civil 
unrest or counter-reyolution. As ;1 genf.'r;11 
rule. each SS Ahschnill recruited its own 
Kasernierte I-Iundensc:hafl of 100 or so 
barracked troops, and se\'t'ral of these were 
~malgamated 111 key are;1S to become 
cornpany- or e\'('n b;1ualion-sized Poli l isch{' 
Hereitschafren, or P B~, Politkal Resc rve 
Squads. T he enl ire coun l ry W;lS eventually 
cO\'ered by a network of PBs, sOllle of which 
played a slgnific;1nl parr in the 'Night of the 
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Long Knives'. On 24 cptcmber 1934, Hirler 
announced that the Poli tischc Bcreitschaftcn 
were to be brought rogether and ex pan ded 
11110 a new force to he ca ll ed the 55-
VcrfUgu ngst ruppc or 55-VT, political troops 
3 1 t he special disposal of the Nazi regime. 
The 55-VT wou ld be formed on the basis of 
three St:mdarten modelled on army infanrry 
rcgim(,nl s, each 10 comprise three ba n alions. 
a motorcycle company 3nd a monar 
company. In add ition . an 55-VT signals 
barraiion would act in a supporting role. The 
new formation was to be under rhe command 
of Ihe Reichsfuhrcr-SS for internal secu ri ty 
duties. except in time of war when it would 
be :11 the disposal of the army. 

17~ 

Th e picture of a new and el it e force 
arrracrcd many ex-officers inro the ranks of 
Ih e Vl:rfugllngslrupp~. SA-Sland:m enfuhrer 
Paul Hausser, :1 former Rcichswehr general, 
was recr uited by Himmler to o rganise Ihe 55-
VT and instil some mililar)' know-how into 
Ihe fledgling S5 soldiers. In Octaner 1934 a 
c:1det sc hool was ope ned :11 Ibd Tolz. 3nd 
c:1rly Inc following },C:1r Ha usse r took 
persona l charge of a second officer training 
esublishmcnt a t Br :llll1schweig. Hausser's 
solid groundwork attracted a sufficient 
number of ex-army and po lice office rs , 
redundant Rcichswehr sergcant-m.ljors :1nd 
roung mili tary enrhusi:ms TO form the officer 
and NCO cadre~ of Ihe futu re Waffen-SS. 

THE WAffEN ·\\ 

The cad res were distributed to the scattered 
SS-VT batr3lions and tht'se were gradua lly 
fo rm ed infO regimenrs. In Munich, th ree 
Sturmbanne a mal gama ted to beco me 5S­
Sl:ll1darte I fVT, organ ised :1 nd equipped as a 
horsc-dr:n vn inf:1l1try regiment. It was given 
the honour ti rk ' Oeu tschbnd ' at (h e 
Ntirnberg Rally in September 1935. Nkrnbers 
su bsequen tl r wore the S5 runes a longsIde Ihe 
num ber' I ' on the right colla r parch, and a 
'Deutschland ' cuff title. In Hamburg, another 
three St urmbanne dul)' ca me (Ogether to 

consti tut e SS-S tand3 rt e 2/VT, wh ich was 
named 'Germania' :H Nurnberg in September 
1936. The regimental unifo rm wa s 
characlerised by an 'SS 2' coli a r patch and 
'Germ3nia' cuff title. 

On October 1936 . Hausser was 
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appointed In spector of Verfugungstruppc 
with the rank of SS-Brigadefuhrer. He created 
a divisional staff to supen'ise the equipping 
and tralnmg o f his tfOOpS :1nd avidl ), 
welcomed newcomers who brought the 
promi se of a certain dynamism to the 55- VT. 
Fo remost among these was S5-STurm ­
bannfuhrer Felix Steiner, an ex- Rcichswehr 
offiCl'r whose experie nces on Ih e western 
front in the Fim \'<'orld War had turned him 
against Ihe consenative doctrines of Hausser 
and th e a rm y. He favoured th e tacrics of 
assa ult detachl11ems, shock troOps and 
l110bi le battle groups. to esca pe fro m the 
deadJ)' immobi l i t ~, of trench warfare with 
one mass army faci ng ;1Ilother in a mutual 
ba ttl e of aurition. Steine r wa s gIven 
com mand of the SS-VT Standarre 
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HloraWOlolt,'_c/S .... ',SI-V1_ ''"'''''"''', 
as depKted bot WoWgG'IiI WI-ih il1936. Noh! !he 'SS/<Jrd 2' colu 
",,<I>. WOd'" IaI I."" beoo" gomI ,_._ 

(011(111111_ (~,!J'Id il193800arred 10 the 'De! fiRer' r~r to 

lead its 3nI botIDUJ. IN 'MIS late! lied " • w+Ile (~ 
'Wesllond' on !he eastern hoot. 

'Dcut~chlal1d ' , and he tried out his reforms 
with one of its battalions, the rraining of 
which centred o n sports and a thl eti cs. 
Officers. NCOs and men competed in teams 
against each o lher, to promote a spirit of 
comradeship and elinlina re differences in 
r;lnk. Experiments were ca rried out with 
camo ufla ge clothing, and Steiner repl3ccd 
the army's regulation rifle with handier and 
morc mobile weapons, primarily 
submachine-guns and hand grenades. Soon 
even the Wehrmacht's eyebrows rose as 
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Steiner's troops covered almost tWO miles in 
twenty minutes in barrie o rder. for such a 
thing was unheard of. Steiner implanted in 
his men the idea that they were a military 
eli te. and rhe success of his modernisation 
was so obvious that the Verfugungstruppe 
began to look upon him as th eir rcal 
co mm:lI1dcr, i\ ('co rding to a somewhat 
jealous Hausser, Himmlcr considered Steiner 
to be 'his vcr)' favourite baby', 

After the annexa tion of Austria in March 
1938. in whic h 'Germanin' participared 
alungsidt· th e Leibstandarte, Hitler ordered 
thar a new SS-VT Standarte be formed 
emire l)' from Austrian personnel, eithe r 
newly recruited or transferred from other 55 
units. The resuhant regiment was given the 
ho nour title 'Ocr Hihrer' a t the Nurnberg 
Rall y in September that year, and members 
were distinguished by an appropriatei)' 
named cuff ti tle and '55 3' collar patch, 

During th e mobilisatio n preceding rhe 
occupation of the Sudctc:nland in October 
1938, 'Deut sc hland ' and 'Ge rmania' werc 
placed under the command of Ihe arm)' and 
took part in the opc ration. All the SS-VT 
Standartcn became motorised regiments at 
the end of the year, and in the spri ng of 1939 
wcre used to fill the gaps in a number of 
armoured divisi ons which invaded 
Czechoslovakia, In Ma y. ' Dcutsch1:tnd' went 
on exercise at the Mi.insterlager tmining arca 
where it carried Q UI extremely tough and 
hazardous manoeuvres using live am· 
munition. H itler, who was present together 
with the Reichsfii hrcr. wa s so impressed that 
he gave his permission for the expansion of 
Ihe SS-Verfugungstruppc inro a full division. 
The idea was temporarily postponed, 
however, as un its of the SS-VT were 
integrated with those of the army in 
preparation for the attack 011 Poland, By the 
outbreak of the Second \'(/orld \Var. the SS-VT 
comprised not only the ' Deu tschland', 
'Germania' and 'Ocr Fuhrer' Srandarren. but 

IHE WAFfEN·SS 

Styles 01 Ss-vt mm il1937. FrtIlIleh 10 Il!F field 5elYice llicrm foI SS-SII.rImml; ~ kit; Pl- Lriform foI SS-Sctofiher; p;mIe LIWomI wiItI 
l1fC1CooI foI S~a. (RejItlIbed frll!llhe Q~ixnilm tW NSIW, 1937 8Ii!m) 

lOs l1li men 0/ SnmDm In. ss-vr 5mbre 'Gemoio', a.II5ide rIlei Iurads 01 RodoIfl.111938 
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also an :\rfill('r~ rcgllllCnt; 55- Regiment z.b.V. 
'Ellwangcn ' for speci;11 deploymenr; :1 sign.lIs 
barralion; a pioneer battalion; the so-called 
SS·Srurmbann 'N' which was garrisom-d :11 

Nurnberg and prm·jdcd a guard at the annual 
Nazi parry rallies; a reC()T1l1aiss:lIlCe battalion; 
an anti-aircraft machine-gun battalion; and 
an anti-tank battalion. There were also a 
number of replacc mcnr units. or Ers;) t ­

zc inhciten. whose purpose was to ma ke 
good any wartime los~es suffered by the 55-
\fT. 

The SS-Verfiigungslruppl' provided 
valuable mili tary experience for many SS 
officers who were later 10 become prominent 
personalities in the divisions of the \l;'affcn -
55. 

Alongside the LeibSla ndane and SS-VT 
grew a third mililarised branch of the 55 with 
a somewhat darker purpose. In March 1933, 
H immler set up the firs t 55-ru n concentration 
ca mp at Dachau to accommodate 5.000 of 
the 2 7,000 potential ' enemies of the Sl:l le ' 
arrested by the 5A and 55 after the Reichsrag 

fir e. Men o f the local Allgemeine·5S from 
~ I unich were seco nded to a new 5S· 
Wa chverbiindc. or Guard Unit, under SS ­

Oberfiihrer Theodor Eicke to supervise the 
inmat es of Dachau, who were to he 
incarcerated a ll a lo ng-term basis. By the 
summer of 19.H, most of the semi-official 
and ofte n ad hoc 5A de tent ion camp s 
throughuut Germany had been closed, and as 
a direct result of th e 'Night of Ih e Long 
Knivcs' , during which Eicke pcrsonall~' killed 
Ernst Rohm. Ihe remallling camps were 
removed from Ihe jurisdiction of the SA and 

civil authoriti"S and were permam:ntl}' taken 
o\'er by the SS. 

At first, the SS-\'I:Jachverbiinde staffing the 
concentration camps were lightly armed and 

were used by th t.' Allgt'mt'ine-SS as 
deposi tories for poor quality and unwanted 
personnel. Eicke, however, turned Daehau 
into a model camp, and in J uly 1934 he was 
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promoted to SS -Gruppenfiihrer and made 
Inspector of Concentration Camps wnh the 
task of improving tlw diSCIpline and morak' 
of the SS-Wachverhi'inde. Thi s he 
accomplished with some considerable success. 
By March 1935, wilh new camps opening up 
on :l regular basis to accommodate more and 
more prisoners. the Wachverbande hOld 
expanded to incorpor3tc the fo llowing 

company-sizcd units, each assigned to a 

particular camp: 

SS-Wachtruppe 'Oberbarern' a t Dachau 
SS-\X/achtruppe 'Osrfricsland ' at Esterwegen 
SS-Wachtruppc 'Elbc' at Lichtenburg 
SS-Wachtruppe 'Sachsen' at Sachscnhurg 
SS-Wachlruppe 'Brandenburg' at Oranienburg 

and Columbia-l-laus 
SS-\'</achrruppc ' Hans;" ar lla mburg-Fuhlsburrel 

During 1935, these formations were 
com plctely removed from the control of the 
Allgemeine-55 and reorgan ised into five 

independent bartalions, namely: 

SS-WachSlUnnbann I 'Obcrb:ayern' at Dachau 
SS-Wachsturmbann II 'Elbe' al Lichrenburg 
SS-Wachsturmhann III 'Sachsen' at aeh­

senburg 
SS-WachSlurmbann IV 'Ostfriesland' al 

Estt'rwcgen 
SS-Wachsturmbann V ' I\randenburg' at 
Oranienburg and Colu mbia- l-Jaus 

By Decc mber 1935, E.icke was somewhat 

prematurely styling hllnself as 'Fuhrer der 
Totenkopfverba nde', or Commander of 
Dea lh 's Hea d Units. It was nor until 29 
~'I arch 1936 fhal the \X/achsrurmbanne, with 

a strength of 3,500 men, were officia ll y 
({'named the SS-Totcnkopfvt.'rbiinde, or SS­
TV, and :'alloca tcd distinctive new co llar 

parches bearing the death's head. On I Jul ), 
1937. Iht·y were regrouped into the fo llowing 
three regiments_ comprising 4,500 men: 

THE WAFFEN· \\ 

1IiImIer, Hiller ~ IioI.IM Yw the 'lleuMkwI' regineIll on exercise CI ~terbJer, Iky 1939. The~. mille r9tJ is 1odIen~. then 
W«Ig m ~ 10 rhe Reidlsfdvet 
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SS-Totcnkopfst3ndarte I 'Oberbaycro' at 
Dachau 
S5-Totenko pfstandanc 1 ' Brandenbuq( :11 

Sachscnhau5cn 
SS-Totenkopfstandartc 3 'Th li ringen' .:It 

Buchenwald 

In 1938 a fourth regiment, 55-
Totenkopfstandarte 4 'Osrma rk', was fo rmed 
in Austri a to sta ff the new conccnrr:uion 
camp at ."1au thausen. 

Eickc, a fo rmer paymaster of the imperial 
army, had an und ying hatred of rhe 
professiona l offictf!> whom he saw in 
command of the S·Vcrfugungsrruppe an d 
om: o f his primary objecti ves was to turn the 
To[cnkopf\'crbiinde into a son of brutal 
wo rk ing-class counterforce to th e SS-VT. 
Himm ler had given him almost complele 
autonom), in hi s appointment as Inspckteur 
def Konzcntrationslagcr, and Eickc kept a 
jealous watch to ensu rc that no senio r cx­
officers infiltrat ed his o rganis<l ti oll to 
Ihrc<l ten his position. While his troops wcre 
he3vil), armed on army lines, a lbeit wilh 
rather outdated weapon ry. Eiekc continually 
warned thrm again1>t any anempl 10 ape a 
military orga nisa tion , and he frequently 
Impressed upun them th a r rhey belonged 
neiTher ro the army. nor to the police, lIor to 

the Verfugungmuppe. Their sole task was lO 

isolate tht:' 'e nemies of the stare' from the 
Germ<ln people. Eicke drummed rhe concepT 
of dangerous subversives so forcefully and 
eOlwi nci ngly into his men that the)' became 
firmlr convinced of thei r posi tion <IS the 
Reich 's true guardians. They were the o nl y 
soldiers who e \'en in peacetime fa ced the 
enemy day and night, . (he enemy behind 
the wire_ 

The re~ula l ions govermng th e 
TOtcnkopfverba nde became ever st ricter. An y 
member a llowing a prisoner to esca pe would 
himself be handed over to the Gestapo, and 
would probabl )' end up being incarceratcd in 
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a concentration camp, l)ri"oners who med to 
escape could be shot \\,!thoul warning, as 
could any inma le who as~aulted a gua rd. The 
111:lin forms of punishment in the camps were 
beatings, hard labour and tying prisonefs to 

trees, and Ih ere were lien:ral inS lan ces of 
inmates being killed by 55-TV gua rds, whose 
hatred of the priso ners was conscious l ~' 

cultiva ted. Eicke made a point of recruiting 
-big sixleen-year-olds' direct (rom the Hitler 
You th, and most Totenkopf men were undef 
twenty years o f age. Almost 95 pef (.'ent of 
them were unmarried , with few or no 
personal tics. They were idea lly suited ro be 
moulded according 10 Eicke's doctrines for 
the 55·TV. 

B ~' 1939, the SS-Tote nkopf\'erba nde had 
grow n to include SS-Totenkopfstancl:Hte 5 
' Dietrich Eckart' : a medical battalion; an 
anti -tank demonstration co mpany; a 
OlotOrised signa ls p latoon: and a se mi ­
l11otorised t'ngim'er unit. Whale"er Eieke mar 
have intended, his 55-T V had de\'eloped into 
a trul y m il itary org;'misation , and on 
17 Augus r H itler recognised that fa ct by 
ordering that in th e evenl of war th e 
Totenkopfstandarten should be used as police 
reinforcements (T otenkopf·Polizei\ erstjrkungJ 
wi thin the framework of the \X'ehrmacht. In 
othl'r words, they were to be deployed aJ. 
occu pation rroops. Their task of guarding tbe 
concenmHion camps would Ix: taken over by 
olde r Allgemeine-S5 reservists fo rmed into 
new SS-Totenkopf-Wa chsrufmbanne. The 
third battalion of S5-TotC'nkopf"tandarre 4 
had already laken up a defensh'e posino n as a 
Home GU:1rd unit in Danzig, the so-called 55-
Heimwehr Danzig, and it was bolstered br a 
reserve balta lion. SS -Wachs tur mbann 
Eimantl. At the same time, 10,000 younger 
officers and men of the Allgemeine-SS werc 
calkd up for service wi th Ihe Death's Head 
units. H im ml er esti mated that 50,000 
Aligemeine·SS men would c\'enluall )' be made 
avai labl e for call-up as Totenk opf-

IHE WAfFEN-\S 

Ss-GruppenfUlver Allen FOOTer, IilUeiIef of Donzig-W~! P/USSio, I~ me Ss-tteimwtlv bzig il Aogus11939. Thedfi(er on me left is SS­
Obersl1.flllbonrdiher flledmom ti6tze, oomooder of !he Heimwehl, wOO was lied by 0 Brilish sniper m La P(l1Ds on 28 Not 1940 >MM1e set'Iilg wirft!he 
SS-Jotenk~ riafle'~ deorII (OllIe !he day 0081100 IMmed British prisoners oIlhe 200 Roym lIIcrfols were nudered Irt tnteN:.~!lOOPS lIdef 
f nil Kt10cNm 

Pofizeiversrarkung. The link betweell the 55-
TOI('n kopf\'('rba nde and concenlration ca mp 
guard duties W:1S JII but bt'ing dissolved . 

When the Second World Waf broke out rhc· 
following momh, the plan to use Ekke's men 
a) occupation troops was qUlckl} modified. 
Dacbau was cleared of inmate~ and rhe 
Torenkopfslandartcn, augmented by the 
young Allgemclne-5S consc ript s and some 
police personnel , were muste red there and 
formed ilUo the SS-Tolt:nkopf- Dl vislon for 
combat service alongside the l cibstand,lrt l' 
and SS-VT Thl' guardi ng of cOl1cenrr:'lI iQ Il 
C.1mp" now fe ll to th e o lder men, unfi l fOf 
fronl-line Jut}, and to 'green' SS recruits and 
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non-Ge rm an auxi liaries. Dealh's '-lead 
troops. on th e other h:lnd, entl'H'd a new 
phase in their unit's stOry and were soon to 
gai n a reputation as 1>Ol11e of the h:!fdesl and 
mOSI ruthle)s soldiers of the wa r. 

Condi tions of service in the a rmed SS were 
distinct from th ose applicable to other SS 
formarions. Vulunleers to join [he prewar 5-
VT and S5-TV bad ro be between the ages of 
sixteen and rwenty·rwo, al least 5 ft 11 in tall 
and of the highest physical fitness. Entry 
requirements for the Lcibstandarre were e"en 
more stringent, with :1 minimum height of 6 
fr J in, and it was no idle boast of Himmler's 
th,lI until J 936 even a fill ed toolh was 
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.ldJudgcd .1 sufficient deformit~ [0 di"'<!u;:tlif\ ;\ 
~Oung man from cntrr Into the Fuhrer's 
Guard. Necdles~ to S.l)'. as wilh ordin:H~' 

nwmlx'rs of ,he AlIgcrm!,nc.SS. At)an pedigree 
h3d 10 he spodcss. From 1935. memlx'r~hip ot 
the I eilmandarrl' :'ind SS-Vcrfligungstruppt' 
cotJrued .IS mIlitary service. and rares of par 
corresponded {Q those of [he \,\Iehrmachr. 
I lowevef, tefms werc hard. [nlhted men had 
to sIgn up for a minimum of four }C;lrS, NCOs 
for 1\\ ch'c ~'('ars and officers for rwemy-five 
Y(':US . • \Iorco\er. they were all subject to the 55 
leg:al sym'lll nnd discipline code. nnd were 
obliged to secure the Reichsfuhrcr's permission 
before ther could marry. Membership of the 
To[enkoph·crbande. while similarly de­
manding in term~ of .\>Crv"e conditions. did not 
count as fulfilment of milirnry duty unril rhe 
spring of 1939, Refore that time, S-TV 
\'olunreers had to complete rlleir statutory 
«'rm of military conscription either In the 
Wehrmacht or in the SS-Vcrfugungstruppe, 
Eicke preferred hi ... men ro do their ~rvice in 
thr army. n:wy or Jir force . as he was 

concc:rm'd that If Ihey were to join rhe ss-vr 
t.hey might want 10 rent:lin III that branch of 

the SS rather than return to what he called the 
'onerou s and demanding task of guarding 
com'{'llIrJlion camps', 

Oner 10 the <Hilled 5S. recruits were 
mmllded into very adapmble soldit.·r-athlctell 
capable of much be n er than 3VCtag{' 
endurance on the march and in combat. 
Gr{'at em pha sis waS pl:lced UPOIl Ideologic;}1 
indoctrination. phYSICal t'xrrcisc- and sports . 
\\lhich \\lere made inregral parts of the­
tmllung progr:unmc .\Od dail)' life. ;\'Iore time 
was spell! in the field, on the ranges and In 

the classroom le.Hllln~ the theor} of tactics 

th an was the practICe in the arm~. while 
..:onsidernbly less .mention was given to drill. 
en'lI 111 the t eibst:tndane after 1938, ThiS 
resulrcd in :1 stalld~Hd of b:lIIldieJd 
mO\'cmcm :tnd ~hI)OI;ng th:tt w:t~ :1ppreciahl) 
higher rhan that of the \\'1chrmacht. 
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:\! :lnocu\'re<; \\ ere mJde as reallsric as 
posslbk. \\Itn the U3(' olli\e ;ammunirion and 
hea\~ artillery b:Hragt:s, so Ihat every 5S-VT 
mJn hecanlc full)' ac..:ustomed to handling a 
varicl} 01 I.\eapons :lIld also 10 being withm 

100 YJrds of explolllonll trom his own 
artilk'ry fire. 1 he end product was a higher 

standard of sold ll'r, a man who wall a lItarm 
trooper in the hest traditions of the term. 

Unlike theIr counterparts in rhe army. SS 
rank -and -file were laugh I 10 think for 
t h('mseh~s and nOI rely too ht'll\'ily on th e 

issuance uf orders from 3001'1:', onscquentlr. 
Ihey bec:tme lierr sdf-reliam. E"ery 55 man 
was look ed upon ns a potent ia l NCO, nnd 
e'e r~ NC as a pOII=ntlal offi<.:er, Officer 
cadets, irrcspecd"c of backgruund or social 
slanding. had to sen'e eighteen months in the 
mnks before being commissioned, A vC'r~ tough 
traming programme was- run b} the mllitJr~' 

aC3demies, or Junkerschulen, at Sad Tub. and 
Uraunschweis, and by 1938-9 around 500 
officers were being produced annual1r. The 

average S5-VT officer was l'onsiderab1r more 
aggressuc III combat than his Wehrlllachr 

colleagues. \\hich is highilghte1:l hl the: fact that 
nt':lrlr all of the firs t fifry-four cadets who 
p;med Out of Bad Tolz in 1934 were- killed in 
battle herween 1939 and 1941, A llignific3m 
f-a..:tor which C'onrributed to tht' uniqu(' n::lture 
of the :Hllled S5 was the atmosphere of 
can13rade r ie .Hld 'heroic reali<;!1l' \\'hich 

perme::ltt'd its ranks, SolJiers of the SS were 
t;,lUght to be fighters for fighting's sake. amJ ro 
abandon themselves to [he struggle if so 
reqUired for the greater good. The traditional 
soldierly cum:ept was turned intO olle of pure 
belligerclll.."C, WIth the cultiv~lIion of a f.1talislic 
enthusiasm for combat which filr exceeded the 
normal ~1f-~Cflfice that might be expected of 
:\ .)oldlcr. That etholl went a lung way 10 

explaining tht· p.uticularly hea"y casualties 
larer sulf~'r\.-d b> the Waffen-55 during: the wm. 
and the determination of its survj,'ors, 

Soldiers of the- l..cibst3ndmtl', SS-VT and 

IHE WAfHN·SS 

1V weri: eligihle for the whole range of milit::H~ 
orJers, medals and awards created by the Nazi 
~Im(', In addirion to these national honours. a 
series of decor:l.tions \\3S lIlStitLltcd specificaIly 
for the militariSed formation;, of the S, The 5 
DIc:nst:1uszelchnungen, or S long Service 
Awards. first announced on 30 January 1938 
and modelled on their Welmnacht cqui\'3lents, 
compr ised Illedub, for four and <-igh [ )'C.ltS' 

servi.:c and la rge swastika-shaped 'cros!>t's' for 
twelve and twemy-five years', Th(' latter two 

grades bore 5S runes embroidered into their 
cornOowc.r·blue ribbons. The DienSlaus­
zelchnullJ;en wC're produced in some quaru ir} 
during 1939 by lkschler of ,\lunkh .1nd Petz & 
Lorenz of Unterreichenbach. bur the~' were nOt 
widely disrributetl since the Waffen-55 became 
eligible 10 receive the Wehrmacht long <>ervice 

awards inslt'ad from carl} 1940, ,\1051 W..1ffc:n-SS 
officers ,\Od men during the 1 ~40-S period 
spurred :lrmy eagles, nOt S5 runcs. on Iheir 
sen ice ribbon bar~, Indeed. photographic 
e\'identt re\'e~ds only one prominent Waffcn­
offic('r, [to Kumm. consistently wearing the 

runic ribbon of the m eh ('--rear cic."OOr.nion during 
the war. Rumc ribtxlIls were never 5C'Cn on the 

runics of any o ther Waffen-SS genemls, Diclm;h. 
HJus~cr and tClller included, although Ihey 
must have been entitled 10 wear them , 
particularly as servkc before: 1933 and after 
1939 counted as double for the purposes o f 
prt'Sl-;1t:.ttion, No pholOf!raphs at all lire known 
to c. .. ist shOwing Ihe four- o r eight-year SS medals 
being worn, and no-one ever qualified for a 
twenty-five-reM dl,,"Coration. h is I11terellting tu 
note that HI/nmler wore the rwelve-year award. 

10 which he was nOI strictly spt.-aking cntitk-d as 
he was nOl an a..:tive member of the 
lcibsmndarte, 55-vr or SS-TV! 

An SS-V'!' .\-larksm:lIlsh ip Badge, for 
proficicnq in rifle and machine-gun )hooting, 

was appro\cd by Hil11mler prior 10 the 
outbreak of the cond World War. Howe"er, 
the dt"(orarion was nc\'er pur into production, 

So why had there been such ;1 rapid 
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I1lliitan5allon of IMge <;ccrions of rh!' 5 ? Th~ 
reason wa .. a si rnplr one. The S5 was prim:mly 
a ci\'i\ poilet' force whIch Hitler hoped would 
c\'enruall~' Illa intain order not only in 
Germany bUI throuJ!hout Nal.l-occupled 
Europe. To do so. howcwr. it would firsl hJ'~ 
to win Its spurs on rhe b:mlcfield, Only then 

cou ld Ihe 5 possess the moral autho rin' 
I1l'c~sary for ItS future rOlt, in the New Order. 
As ctl rly as 1934. Hitler told Himmler: 

In our Reich of the future, Ihe S and police 

Will need a soldierly ..:haracrcr If the)' are to 
ha \'c the d('sired effect on ordinary citiz(,l1S. 
Tlw German p{'ople, through their paS t 
expl'rience uf glorious military events and 
their present educ;.1liotl br the NSDAP, ha\"e 
acquired such :1 warrior mentality that a f:lI. 
10vial, friend I)' police such as we had during 
the \'('etmar era run no long~r eil.en authority. 
~or this [Cason. il will lx' neccsS3I)' in furure 
wars for our S5 and police. in rhe-ir own 
c10wd unilS. to pro\'c themselves al the from 
in the same way .l S Ihe arlllY and to make 

blood sacrifices to Ih~ same dcgrtc as an~' 
orher branch of the unnl-d forces. 

In this way, it could be said [hat the \\ hole 
relationship between rhe Aligemeine'SS, the 
Waffcn-55 and Ihe police. as integral parts of 
the projected Staa tsschuc-zkorps, epitomised 
the earliellt concepts of policing, as voiced by 
tht' British philosopher H erber{ Spt'nce r in 
185 1: ' Pulicemen are soldic:rs who act a lone; 
soldiers are policemen who act in unison', 

All members of the Allgemeine -SS wc:re 
sub lect to the normal term of military 
con<;crip ti o n into the Wehrmacht, which 

swallowed up Ihe maj ority of S men after 
Ihc outbreak of war, H owever. il W.1S the 

llctions of the Lcibstandanc-S ' Adolf H itler' , 
rhe SS-Verfugu ngsrruppe and the S5-
Totenkopfverbande which personified the 
tady ba nlefield accomplish ments of the SS in 
Ihe eyes uf Ihe German public. 



-
HIMMLfR ' S BLACK OROER 

At me tOO 01 tile eig/lteen-doy Polish comp:ligll, Hiller visited German rroops 01 rile bon!elronr, Q{cOOIIQVec! by Ii; harxl-pid:ed 55 bodrirmI delDdllnent, me 
SOiried frherbegleitkOllllllOrdl. Here roe of !he I'ig/tspeed 85(00 veNdes ~ pmiog a Wehrl1'(l(ht '0ffl\lY. iorOOg a ioc:d fOllllef into !he side of rile rood. 
The (01 regsllotion ~re ~ OO'Ieted for se(l.rity rellSQll'i, md me 1lIOdwleiILm8( Ii 0 lei:rsIoodocte Uruersl\Jlll1liher. 

THE WAFFEN-55 AT WAR 

\'(lhcn German troops marched into Poland on 
I September 1939, the amled SS units wt:rc split 
up among regul ar army formaTions dispersed 
along the invasion from. The 55- H ei mwch r 
Danzig immed iatel y sew red th:tt city. while 
other Torcnkopf pe rsonnel cut through Ihe 

' Polish Corridor'. The Leibstandarte. supported 
by the 55· vr pioneer b,Htalion, was 3rr3ched ro 
General VOll Rcichenau's 10th Army. The SS-VT 
Srandarre ' Deutschland', together wi th the 5S 
artillery regiment and the SS rc,:onnaissance 
b:maiion, ioined Generalmajor Kempf's 4th 
P,,"zcr Brigade, while 'Germ<1.nia' be(;:1II1e parr 

of the 14rh Arm)' under General List. The 'Der 
Flihrer' 5tandarte was not yet fully trained and 
consequently did not p:micipate in the fighting. 
Although 'Germania' remained in reserve fo r 
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most of the four-week campaign. ' DeUtsChland' 
was heavily engaged in the Battle of Brest 
Litovsk. The Leibstandarte <lIsa h,ld <l 
particularly ht'C"tic rime, t3king part in the drive 
on Warsaw and the encirclemem of I~zura with 
the 4th Panzer Division. 

Despite the obvious fighting commitment of 
the 55, their disproportionately he;\vy casualties 
v\ .. ·ere criticised by the army which claimed that 
the los~es resulted from poor leadership. 
H ausser cou ntered these ;lccus:uions by 
indicating that, in order ro operate efficiently, 
the armed S5 would need to be organised into 
full divisions, The army bitterly opposed such ;\ 
development, but Hitler W;\s persu;\ded ro :lllow 
it in rime for the western c.1mpaign. At [he end 
of 1939, rhe term ' \'('affen-5S' began to IX! uscd 

in official correspondence when referring ro the 
armed SS, and in February 1940 it became a 
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recognised title . About the same time. tHlny 

designatiom such as 'Bamillotl' :lnd 'I{tgiment', 
which had been used hy rhe Leibsmndarte since 
1934, generallr replaced '5rurmh:lnn', 
'SrandilTre' and the other SS form,lrion ritle!> 
throughout rhe Waffen-55. In some units of the 
5S-VT, army rank terms, for example 

Oberlcutnant instead of 5S-0bersturmfuhrer, 
were even utilised for a shorr period, bur that 
was quickl)' forhidden by H immler, The 
purpose of all this was [ 0 assimilate the new 
force and make it easier for the anny to accepr 
the Waffen-55 as a legitimate fourth branch of 
the Wehrmacht, and one completely separate 
from the Allgemeine-55. 

Tht" consolidation of the: \'('afftn-SS during 
rht so-ca lled 'phoney war' broughr 'Sepp' 
Dietrich's Leibstandarte up to rhe strength of a 

superbly equipped armoured regiment. and tnt 

three 55- VT regimeIH5 were formed into the 
firsf full SS division, the 55-Verfugungsdivision 

or 55-v, under the command of Paul Hausser. 
The SS-Torenkopfstandarren amalga mated to 
become the SS-Totcnkopf-Division or 55-T, 
under Eicke, and a third cornb:l1 division, the 
Poliui-Di\'lSion led by 5S-Brigadcfiihrer Karl 
Pfcffer·Wildenbruch, was created almost 
overni ght by a mass transfer of uniformed 
police personnel strengthened by cadres of 55-

V and 55-T troops. The Polizci-Division was, 
however, intended to be very much :1 second­

line ~ecuri ry unit. and it was o rgan ised on the 
basis of horse-drawn infanrry equipped wirh 
outdated Czech weapons. 

The campaig n in the west establi s hed 
beyond doubr the fighring reput:uion of the 

AsYU! engiIeeB DOd arfiIery of me ss-rolenk~-lJMsIon aossilg La BassAe {oool, 23 May 1940. Co-oo.AIoge dc!OO;l hOO no! been IWleIy distriOOred to SS­
'troops 01 this early 510ge In !he \1/01, Md fleijgey IImIY paffem Iooics wiIfl mutdMg deOln's heOO t"" llO!ches were !he 0Ide! of rile day. 

IBS 
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An assault ~ of me 'Gefmooia' regimel11 In FrllKe, Ma11940. Color 
Illlmes hove been flllTlO\'ed for seo.rily reasons, ood the fIKI'I (<<IV SII\1(U 
folded oodemeo1h Ihei bem. A '«IieIV rl eqJipmenlin1 ~ is In 

...... , ro.sn, .. _II"""" w<iIOOg """"'" """ 
WOO'Ii:rt tile mmll It. (ellfle, .no 1m II1ItIdIed kio;!e ID 1iI!>IeeI~. 

Waffen-SS. When Ihe Blirzkricg began in Ma y 
1940, the Lcibst:1ndnrte and "Dcr Flihn'f' 

were deplored on the Dutch frontier and had 
little difficulty in sweepi ng through Holland, 
securing many vila l ri\'cr crossings as thcr 
went. On 16 Mar. SS-T went into action in 
support of Rommd's 7th Panzer Division in 

southern Belgium and eastern France, duly 
committing one of the first recorded S5 
alrocities when 100 unarmed British 
prisoners of the 2nd Royal Norfolks were 
1ll:lchinc-gul1ncd .H Lc Paradis br in­
experienced and panicky TOIcnkopf troops 
who had been thrown into disarray by Ihe 
ferocity of a recem Brnrsh counrcr-:,lu:,lck. 

Th~ German advance soon divided the Allied 

forces into two. with large numbers of 
British. French and Iklgian 'iioldiers separated 
from the main bulk of the French army to the 
SOUTh of the 'pan/er corridor', Th,' 

LeibsTil.ndarte, SS · V and SS-T were in the 
forefrom of the sweep, and 'Deutschland' 
distinguished itself particularly wt·ll in some 
fiercely contested canal crossings. The 
northern Allies quickly became compressed 
into an eve r·decreasi ng defensive pocket 
centring around Dunkirk. The Leibstandarte 
was heavily engaged in desperate fighting :H 

th e nearby village of Wormhoudr, where 

Dietrich was traPP"d in a burning ditch for 
several hours as rhe battle raged around him, 
lx-fore being rescued by .111 assault squad. A 
company of his men under Wilhelm Mahnke 
retaliated by killing righty British prisoners· 
of·war in cold blood. After the Dunkirk 
evacuation. the WaHcn -SS was redeployed 
against th e ma in bod)' of the French arm)' 
which was holding II line along rhe R iver 
Sam me. Whi le th e slow-movi ng PoHzei­

Di\' ision successfully slogged it out through 
the Argonne Foresr. other mororised SS units 
had li[[le difficuh), in smashing through 

enemy lines on 6 June and within :l week the 
Leibstandarte had linked up with arm)" 
panzers as far south as Vichy. The SS­
TOl enkopf- Division ad\'anced on Bordeaux 
and Ihe 55-Verfugungsdi\"ision r;lced towards 
Uiarritz. On 17 Ju ne. the French sued for 
peace and fi\·c days later rhe war in rhe west 

was over. 
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In recognition of their bravery and 
le;lJership during th e western campaign, 
sevcn 5S men includinG Dietrich and Sa·iner 
received the covered KJlighl'~ C ross of the 

Iron Cross, at that time the supreme German 
military aw:trd. :-'l3n)" others were decor;ucd 

with lower grades of the Iron Cross, wound 
b;ldges and associated combat awards. [n 

September, the Leibst:tndarre was presclltt'd 
with a new standard by Himmlcr at their 

THE WAFF£N·\\ 
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At! Untersl\.Jmffhet 01111 S5-V oodby ri, denored by his lad jj 0 
legWnenlCll ruff tille, IbiIg 0 Itj II the wesI!In 8linkrieg, Mat IHO 

barracks in Merl, and Hider rold them: 'You, 
who bear my nam!,!, will have rhe honour of 
leading evcry German attack in rhe future', 
The Waffen ·SS had won its spurs ;n 
convincing sty le. 

Germany's success ;n western Europe 
opened up a new re:.er voi r of pro-Nazi 
Volksdeurschc and Germa ni c peoples whom 
the Wehrmachr had no au thority to conscript 
and whom Gonlob Berger's 5S I-Iauptamt SCI 

about recruiting intO the Waffen-SS. With rhe 
consequent increase in 55 numbers, rhe 
Leibstandarre was upgraded to a brigade and 
a completely new division was authorised, the 
bulk of irs personnel being Nord ic volunteers 
from Flanders. Holland. Norwar and 
Denmark. The leadership of the new divi<;ion 
was drawn from existing format ions, and it 
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tor:llly incorporated the 'Germani;'!' regimem 
of SS-V, In ilially adopting the mUllC 55-
Di vision 'Germania', the new unit was 
reuried 'Wiking' {'Viking') at the end of 1940 
and pbccd under the comma nd of Felix 
Steiner. Ir \UIS to hecome one of the finest 
Jivisions in the 55 Order of Battle. 

To make up for the loss of the 'Germania' 
regiment , the SS-Verfiigungsdivision was 
:l ssigned a Totenkopfswndartt ,md In January 
1941 it was ren:lmed S5-Division 'Reich', The 
other Totenkopf:,ra lldarl en were reorganised 
to playa more active role as independent 
formarions. Two Death's i-Je<ld regiments, 
plus anillery and support units, were formed 
into SS-K:unpfgruppe 'Nord', ;l nd another 
Standarte was S("nt to Norway for occupation 
duty a<; SS- In fanrry Regiment 9. The fiv(" 
remaining Torenkopfsrandanen wcnt to the 
Waffen-5S training ground at Debica In 

Poland, where the}' werc re -eq uipped and 
designated as 55-Infantry Rtgimcllts. Finally, 
the existing Dealh's Hcad GlVal ry units 
amalg:lmated to become S$ · Ka\'alle[i e 
Reginltnts 1 :mtl 2. 

During the spring of 1941 , German), 
prepared for rhe impending invasion o f the 
Soviet Union. W hen MussolLni's surp rise 
attack on Greece went disnst rou sly wrong, 
and a new anri-Germnn regime .;eized power 
in Yugoslavia , H itlcr ordered immediate 
action to sec ure his southern flank. On 6 
April , a Blitzkrieg was unleashed on 

Yugoslavia and Gn'cee. S5-Dlvision ' Reich' 
was in the forefront of the attack and a slll:'!11 
assault de lachmenr under 55· Haupt­
sturmfiihrer Fritz Klingenberg audaciously 
c:,!ptured the Yugos]a\'ian capit:ll, Belgrade, 
on t3 April. By using a moto r bOH, 
Klingenberg and hi s men we re ab le to slip 
through the cit}' defences and force its 
surrender from ;;l ,on fu sed and bewildered 
mayor. In Greece. the Leibsrandarte was 
engaged in a series of more hard -fough t 
hatrles against not only the Cn.'cks but :llso 
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SS-lotEnkopi /loops celebrate after !he rttl of Fr{ln(e. The men DO the right weas the wfm 'HiIfs{[on\;;&fllrr1¥ arrrlxnl of on r.mlJry ~lretd!ef«orl!f, rn:I 0 
typc~ lliduIe of cloltiog and ~ is elident horn rhe opjleOrDf1(8 of the o~. One soldier even Wim coorracbry red: ir6iQnio, i.e. the bIcri: ieft.oond 
cab patdI of on SS-SdMil2e in {~wim me arm chevron of on SS-SlUrmrncm. AoctnoIies such as 1M were trSOOIy!he reslJr of field promotions. 

British and New Zealand rroops. Afte r 
~llffering heavy losses at the Klid i Pass. the 
LAH reconnaissance baWllion comma nded 
by SS-Srurmb:mnfiihrer Kurt !\ Icyer took the 
srrategic:llly c rucial Klissura Pa ss and almosr 
11.000 prisoners into rhe bargain, On 20 
April, General Tsolakoglu of the Gn'ek III 
Army Corps surrende red to 'Sepp' Dietr ich 
and a week later Athens fell to the German 
forces. By thc end of the momh, the Ualkan 
campaign W:lS ef(ecrive ly over. It had becn 
another ncrory for tht \X' affen-S5. 
Klingenberg_ Meycr and Gcrd Pl eiss, 
co mm:lnd"r of the Leibstandane's 1st 
Company which had been mOSI active :It 

Klidi, b('came the latest recipie nts of the 
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Knight'S C ross. A propaganda film, Der \ties 
der LAH, extolled their ex ploits. 

At dawn on 22 June 1941. Hitler ordered 
his for,cs into Ru ssia to begi n the epic 
conflict of ideologies which bcc:lmc a war of 
extcrmination and WllS to Ch:lngl' forewr the 
hitherto generally chivalrous character of the 
Waffen -5S . The rigours of the eastern from, 
tllcompassing ever~,thing frorn bitterly cold 
winters ro swelteri ng su mm l' rs, and from 
endless steppes and swamps to mountains 
and forests, brought OUI the very bes t, ::Ind 
tht vny worst , in H imm ler's men. The 
German deployment for Operation 
Barbarossa extended (rom the Baltic to rhe 
Black Sea and was organis('d into three Arm)' 
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The leibstcnbte-SS 'Adolf HiTler' rook; JXII1 in the Berlin Wtory poIoOO on 
19 JIAy 1940. Some ~ soldiers were MeOOy W!Oring color 
~ches wittw!he bkKk/ 1imiriJrn twisred {m1 piping, wtidJ W05 

offi<.~ oId>hollhe I~ """ • . 

Groups designated North. Centre and South. 
The SS-Torcnkopf-Di,·jsion, tht: Po lizei· 
Division and Kampfgruppe 'Nord' were 
assigned to Arm}' Group Norrh, 55· Division 
' Reich ' to Arm y Group Cenrre and [he 
Leibstandarte and SS-Division '\'(liking' to 
Arm)' Group South. The laner tWO 

formations particularl~' impressed their army 
counterpartS by their aggression and skill in 
arrack. ' Reich' was hea\'ily engaged at Min sk, 
5molensk and Borodino, where Hau sser was 

severely wounded and lost his right eye, and 
the division came within a few ki lometres of 
l\lloscow at the end of the rear. The only re.:ll 
55 failure occurred on the Finnish front when 
the seco nd -rare rr oops of Kampfg r uppe 
'Nord' were thrown into a mass panic and 
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ignomirliollsly routed on 2 Jul y. The unit had 
to be withdrawn and completely overh.:lu led, 
and it was th ereafte r reinforced with 

seasoned "ererans from the Totenkopf­
Di vision to become 55-Division 'Nord '. 

At the en d of 194 I, rhe grear German 
offensive came to a halt, totally exhausted. 
Bli,Lkrieg techniques had met their match in 
the vaSt expa nse of rhe Sovier Union and the 
stamina and app:nemly end less manpower 
resen'es of the Red Army, The fo rce of the 
Russia n counter-offensive during the winter 

of 1941-2 shocked the German Arm ~' H igh 
Command, which a rgued for fu ll-scalc 

withdrawals. H itle r ove rru led the genem ls, 
howcvc r, raking pe rso nal command of tht: 
army, and rhe Wehrmacht and Waffen-55 had 
their first opporruniry to exhi b it their 
steadfastness in defence, German trOOps 
began to find themselves Cut off in isolated 
pockets, the most notable be ing that a t 
Demjans k wh ich con tained six d ivisio ns, 
including 'Totenkopf, T he winter campaign 
was so hars h, with temperature s regula rl y 
falling below _40°C, that a special medal was 

la ter amhori sed for participants, T he honour 
of designing it fe ll ro 5S-Umerscharfiih re r 
Erns t Krause, an ,Hti st servi ng as a wa r 
correspondent wirh rhe Leibstandarte, 

In the spring of 1942, rhe Germans opened 
a new offensive in rhe 50m h, ro reach rhe oi l­
rich Ca ucasus region. During the course of 
the rea r the W,tHen-55 divis ions, still 
s uffe rin g from rhe b:Hrles of rhe previolls 
winter, were withdrawn in tu rn and refitted 
with a srrong tank component pl us assa uh 
guns and ar moured pe rsonnel ca r ri ers . In 
Ma y, the upgraded S5- Division ' Reich' was 
renamed ' Das Reich', and in Seprember the 
SS-Kavallerie-Division was activated for anri­
parrisan duries behind the lines , November 
saw 'Oas Reich', 'Totenkopf' a nd 'Wiking' 

official ly redesignated as SS- Panzergrenadier 
Di \'isions, now eq ual in lerlllS of equipment 
ro m<lny full panzer d ivisions of the army, 
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Himmler and S5-Brigodefitlr81 KncbIo.Kh reviewP;l futeriOli covakymen il Rt/o;skJ, JLIv 1941 . AI 1M stoge of rhei developmem, the Waff&/tSS 
Reilers!mlooen were IllOlJlled on I:icydes OS ofren os !hey were on hoM! The officer behind Himmiel, weIJiIg g ~leeI bekoot, is HerIOOM FegeIeil, lurer 
(onmooder III !he cavdry Iivisioo 'Fk:ri:Jl Geyer'. 

Himmler greeting Waffe~SS coYtiry offir:ers on !fie easlern honl, 24 Jlit 1941. 
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The f(l(e of the S5 at war: "OOPS oIlhe 6th SS.lorenkopllnfontly Regiment opetoting 0 captured (z~b:Io lBS3 ~ II RlMIO IiMg lite 
oorumn 011941, _ Gerroon sprits wt\! stil high. 

The Leibswnda rt e achieved similar S(;ltuS, 

w it h rhe new d ivis io n be ing emitled 
'Lci bslanda r re-SS Adolf H itler' In 

commcrnonu ion of Hitler's bodyguard, which 
was its nucleus. The Fuhrer was increasingly 
impressed with the comb:\[ perfo rma nce of 
the 55, and in December o rde red the 
forma tion of t WO com pletely new \'(raffen-55 
d ivis ions , named ' H ohenstaufen' and 
'Frundsberg', By the end of the year, \\faffcn -
5S trOO ps in the field numbered around 

200,000. 
T he Soviet offensive of December 1942 

proved disas trous for the Germa ns. All 
attempts to capture Stalingrad failed and by 
early 1943 Genera l Paulus' 611, Arm? was 
tora ll ), isoi:ucd and forced to surrender. O ther 

German forces in rhe Caucasus also faced the 
grim possibility of being cut off by the speed 
a nd depth of the Soviet penetra ti on. Field 
Marshal von J\I\3nstein, commander of Army 
Group South . m:lItaged to with d raw his 
forces from the Russian trap, however, and 
sensing that the Soviet thrust had beco me 
dangerously over·extendcd he launched a 
rapid counter·attack in the Kharkov region. 
KharkO\' was a prestige target . a prewar 
showcase for communism, and 10 spearhead 
the assault to retake the city an 5S·Partzer· 
Korps comprising the Lelbs tandarte. 'D:J.s 
Reich' and ;Totenkopf' was formed under the 
overall command of P.-1U1 I-/ausser, who had 
now gained something of a celebrity sta tus on 
the eastern front as 'the S5 general with the 
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Heavily rrmed ToTrio¢ troops rab 0 meal treal:.1lmg the invosioo 01 the SIMer lInion. 

eye-patch' . For the firs t t ime, a substantial 
body of \'\hlffen-SS t roops fought together 
under thei r own generals and thc result was a 
resoundi ng victoq'. The Soviets were thrown 
into disarray. their 1st Guard s Army was 
destroyed, Kha rkov was recaptured :tnd the 
Germans were able to n;'store order in the 
south. The SS suffered 12,000 casual ties in 
the process. To Hitler, who was becoming 
increasingly disillusioned with army failures, 
it was proof of rhe capabilities of t he Waffen­
S5. Decora t ions were showered upo n the 
victors of Kharkov, and no less than twenty­
six Knight'S Crosses, fou r Knight's Crosses 
with Oak leavcs, and one Knigh t's C ross with 
Oak lean;"s and Swords weill to rhe men of the 
SS- Panzer- Korps. T he city's Red Square was 
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rCll:lmed ' Pla tz der Lcibsta ndarte' in honour 
of H itler's guards. M o reover, t hl' Fiihrer 
arranged fo r his old favourite, Theod o r 
Ekke, who had been killed du ring the early 
stages of the offensivl', to be bu r ied in the 
style of the ancient Germa nic kings. with .. II 
rhe :nrendant pagan ritu .. 1. 

The period after rhe German recapture of 
Kharkov was relatively q uier, as both sides 
prepared to resu me hostilities in the Sli mmer, 
The Soviet salient around Ku rsk became the 
fOCllS of eHnts, and when battle commenced 
on 5 J ulr Hausser's SS-I'arner-Korps, with 
340 tanks incl uding 'Tigers' and 195 assault 
gu ns , was deployed on the southern flank. 
The Gerrnans made reasonable progress in 
the first few days, but the nature of the war 
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had changed and gread}' imprm'cd Red Army 
forces held the enem}' :H bay before 
successfu lly counter-attacking. The SS-(lanzer­
Korps. ultim:ncly reduced (Q 200 tanks. agam 
fought well. despiu~ being weakened by the 
remova l of the Lcibstandarte which was 
transferred to bolster the German army in 
Italy following the Allied imasion of Sicily on 
10 July. Kursk was a strategic failure for the 
Germans. Ther losl their chnTlce to gain rhe 

194 

init iative and from then on wcrc for.:ed ro 
n'act 10 SOl' jet mon·s. For the rest of 1943, 
the Germans fell back westwards across the 
SO\'ier Union. The three elite SS divisions, 
now redesignated as full panzer divisions, 
spent these hard months acting as H itler's 
'fire brigade .. being scm from one flashpoint 
to another as [he situation demanded. The 
decisi\'eness WiTh which both 'Oas Reich' and 
'Totenkopf' threw back Russian :lssaults 
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earned them repeated praise from those arm}' 
generals who were fortun.ne enough to ha\'e 
thelll under their command. In No\'ember, the 
Leibstandarte returned to the eaStern front re· 
eq uipped with large numbers of the latest 
' Panther' tanks, and together with army 
panzer divisions it crushed a Soviet armoured 
corps in the Ukraine and retook Zhitomir. 

Whi le the Waffen ·SS was locked in battle 
on the eastern front, H itl e r continued to 

191 

AIr~ ~ ...., "" ... Itr., ,ob """'" 0Md Irr "" IIlIzoi. 
_~_1939rn119'2 n;, ...... 'rrIro"""""rl"'~ 
por;ro-,d ~ dle (0IIITI0I1 ~ 1I'e5S ploy ~'~~' Ii:! p(km 10 

¢rt rhon '" ___ ,."... W-~.., "" "'<1<', Cross 00 

IS NoYerrm 1941 115 a ., a.sr or leri1go:t, IRl1fllT is vhn !tis 

...... "",.,..., .. 1<1. 00 23 ",,19421>. "" oworIed "" 
~ 115111 S~fiher, ood for the IlJllOSe rI Illlrrnedole IJBS5 
lR'Wl(emenl me Ii:! stklfD was Ikog'JlJd out rI the lies CIld IoIIhe 
Clokmtes pilted 00. TM type rI dterolioo (Ill ofren be ~ 111 SlIViWlg 

IJm IicIUrBS, CIld uri ro rn bo:Iges 115 wei 115 decorotiO'ls.. 

au dlOri se the formation of new 55 divisions, 
including · Hitlerjugend'. The German 
position in Ru ssia underwent a drastic 
deter iora tion on 14 December 1943, when 
the Soviets launched another massi\le 
offensive in the Ukraine. The barrIe lasted for 
four mont hs :lnd culminated in the expulsion 
of the German forces from the sou th, The 
speed of th e Ru ss ian advance led to the 
encirclement of large numbers of \,('ehrmacht 
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troops. 'Wiking', now under the command of 
SS.Gruppcnhlhrcr Herbert Gille, and Leon 
Degrellc's Belgian SS Ilrigade '\'(/;I.\lonieo' 
wefe caught in the Korsun·Cherkassy pocket 
in a scene reminiscent of Stalingrad, btu 
managed to smash their wa)' QUI suffering 60 
per cent casuahit·s in the process. Degrel1 e 
received the Knight's Cross, and Gille rhe 
Knight's Cross with Qakle:wcs and Swords, 
for (his action, In a simi lar engagemem, the 
Lelbsra nd arte and elements of 'Das Reich' 
were trapped around Kamenets Podo lsky and 
had to be rescued by ' Hohe nsraufen' and 
'Frundsbcrg', Worn down and exhausted, the 
Waffen-SS formations were now increasingly 
un a hie to stem the advancing Russia n tide, 

In the spring of 1944 , the b,mered 
Leibstandartc and '1)as Reich' harrle groups 
were sent westwards to refit and prepare for 
the expected Anglo·American lI1\asion, The 
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fo rmer wem to Belgium while the latter went 
to sou th ern France. They were joined by 
'Hitlerjugend' and tht, 'Con. von 

Bcrlichingcn' division, whic h had been 
formed in France ;l few mo nrh s earlier. 

' H ohenSt3Ufen' and 'Frlltld s bcrg ' were 
relocated in Poland in anticipation of another 
Soviet att:lck, al ong with th e e maci a ted 
'Wi king", while the long-suffering 'Totcnkopf' 
remai ned in front-line strvice in the cast. 

When ,he Normand)' landings [Ook plac{' 
on 6 June, ' H itlcrj ugcnd ' was th e fir st SS 
formation to engage the enemy. The ferocity of 
th e SS assa ult. combining the youthful 
enrhusiasm of the [fOOPS with the battlt--

hardened experience of their officers, shocked 
the Allies, However. the latter's command of 
the air prevented proper deployment of the S5 
di\';sion and the a rrack ground to a h;llt. Two 
rno nrh s o f bloody fighting ensued. The 
Lei bstaodarte and ' t-1itlerjugend ' were grouped 
tOgethe r to form a new corps, th e 1st 5S­
Panzer-Korps under 'Sepp' Dietrich, and were 
immediately assigned the task of defending key 
pos Itions around Caen, ' Cutz von 
Berl ichingen' wa s hindered by constant air 

attacks on its journey north frolll its base in 
th e Loire Vall e),. :1I1d did not reac h th e 
invasion from until II June. ' Das Reich' , 
trave lling from GascQn~', took even longer, 
lx'ing subjected to a series of ambushes carried 
out by the French Resistance. Frustrated at the 
conscq ucm delays and loss o f life, tht, division 
wreaked havoc upon th e local population. 
whom it suspected of shehering the partisans. 
The village of Oradour-s ur-Glanc wa s 
sys rcm:nicalh' deslfoyed and 640 of its 
inh3bi tants were shot, and the little town uf 
Tull e wa s a lso d e\'3starcd. 'Das Reich' 

eventually re:Jehed its positions north of St LO 
a t the end of Jun e, to join up with Willi 
Bin rich's 2nd 55-Pa nzer-Korps, comprising 
' Hohenstaufen' and ' Frundsberg' , which had 
been hurriedl~' tr:Jnsfe rred fro m the cast, 
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Throughout Jul y, the six 5S divi sions 
struggled ceaselessly to contain the Allies in 
[heir beach head , taking a he:l\'y toll of Brirish 
and American armour. In one notable 
engagem ent , SS-Obersturmfiihrc r Mi cha el 
Wittmann and his Leibstandane 'Tiger' c r('w 

des trored rwcnry-one Briti sh tank s and 
twent y-eig ht o th er armoured vehicles in a 
s ingle hour. Ho we ve r, the Germans we re 
overpowe red by th e sheer weight of Alli ed 
!lumbers and were frequently reduced to 
0 pt'Tating as ;\d hoc battle groups. By the 
middle of Augu st, nine teen Gnmarl arlll )' 

di visions had become trapped a round Falaise, 
;\Tld only determined efforts by ' Das Reich', 
' H itlcrj ugend' and 'Hohenstaufen' kept open 

-
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a gap long enough fo r them to escape. 
lncn-asi ngly, while o rdinaf) German soldiers 
were prepared [0 su rrender to the Allies. it 
was left to thc Waffen-55 [0 fight on. 

~·teanwhile. in the eaSt, the Red Army had 
~rruck again on 13 Jul} and ripped Army 
Group Ct.'ll trC apart. Om:(" more. the SS 
panzer di\'i~ions \\crc Ihrown into the breach. 
' \'(/iklng' and 'TOlcnkopf' , grouped together 
as thc 4th SS- Panzer-Korps under Herbert 
Gille. repulsed the Sovier attack 011 Warsaw 
during Au gust , while III the Balkans th e 
b:lckbo ne of the Gcrm~\n defence was 
provided by ' Prinz Eugen'. 'Handschar' and 
other nominally second -grade fo rm:n ions o f 
SS-Obcrgruppcn fuhrer Anur Phk'pst 51h 55· 
Gchirgs-Korps, which had been diverted from 
their usual anri-paftisa n dut ies. 

In September, the: Bntish airborne assa ult 
at Arnhem was coun tered and defea ted by 

THE WAffEH·SI 

·Hoht'nst3ufen· 3nd 'Frundsberg' in 3 bailie 
nou'd for the murual respect held by e3ch side 
for rhe fighting abilities 3nd fair play of the 
other, Th is victor)" and the general slowing 
down of the Allied adva ncc across France due 
to over-extended supply and com munic31ions 
lines , persuaded Hi tler to launch a majm 
offensi\e in the west, in an attem pt to repeat 
the ~UC{'t'SS{'s o f 194 0 . Two pa nze r armies 
were asscmbled to spearhead the a track, the 
5th Panzer Arm )' under General Hasso von 
Mameuffel, and the 6th SS- Panzer Army, the 
larger o f th e two forces, unde r 'Sepp' 
Dietrich. The nu cleus of the latt er ;HIll}' 

co mprised the Lcibstandartt·, ' Das Reich', 
' Ho hensra ufen' a nd ;Hirle rju gc nd ', now 
eq uipped w1!h some of the la test 'King Tiger' 
ran ks. On 16 December the offensi\'e began 
10 the Ardennes, bur thc hill}' and wooded 
terrain nalur311y ta\'o ured defensivc action 
and after a ni), five days the German advance 
gro und to a hall. SS fru stra ti on agai n 
tra nsla ted itself into the comm ilting of 
a troci ties , this time the maSS3cre of scventy 
American pr iso ners by men of Joachi m 
Peiper's barrie grou p a t ,\lal medy. A 
subsidi ;u ), offensive in Alsacc, led by 'Gorz 
von Bcrl ichingen', also came [Q nothing and 
the division ended up trapped in ~I etz. With 
a virtual st;llemate in the west, Hitler pul led 
his 5S divisions OUt and SCnt them eastwards, 
where the si tuation had once more become 
desperate, 

On 12 January 1945, a great Soviet 
offe ns ive was launchcd across Po lan d in 
preparation for the final assaulr on Berlin , 
Even so , H itl e r 'S mai n concern was [ 0 

safeguard th c tenuo us ho ld he still 
maintaint'd over the Hungarian oilfields, The 
SS c:wal ry divisions ' Fl o rian Geyer' and 
' Maria Theresa' were besieged in Budapest, 
and in an effort 1"0 relieve them 'Totenkopf' 
and 'Wiking' wcre transferred from thcir key 
positions on th e Germ:Hl- Po lish border. A 
month' lo ng batrle failed to save Ihe ci t )' , 
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'Sepp' Diebdl 01 rhllmt 0/ rile Mlemeso/femiYt, wecriIg ~ caler 
~ os S~uppediher lrId l'trIzer ~ de.. WalF8II" 
55, rile serD n. trilJ'Ul OIb ~Onf. ~ ptOOIIled III !his nri. 
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~ rhB cw~e itsqicI Llltil he 101 'i«lfed coovrmd 0/ a 
SI.irobtt krge !tree, wIich lie tid lithe auhKM d 1944 with rhB luroorm 
rl the 6m SS¥onzer Almy, 

however, and it fe ll to the Ru ssians o n IJ 
Feb ru ary, wi th only 785 Ger man sol di ers 
escapi ng from the origi nal garrison of 50,000 
men. The 6th SS- Panzer Arnl}' was 
immedi:u ciy mo\'ed in from the west and 011 

6 March a German counter-a rrack began. II 
was cond ucted by the la rgest 3ggregation o f 
\,(fa ffen-5S forces ever witnessed during the 
W:lr, comprisi ng the Leibs tandarte, ' Das 
Reic h ' , 'TOIenkopf' , ' \'(lik ing' , ' Hohe n­
sraufcn '. 'Hitlerjugend' and ' Reichsfu hrer-SS'. 
the laller division havi ng bee n t ra nsfe rred 
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fru lll nOrincrIl Italy. At first the S5 did well. 
but there \\cre insufficient back-up resources 
and by mid· r"l arch their advance had been 
hal ted. 

The failure of the \,(!affen-SS in H ungaq-, 
(ollowlng o n from the collapse of tht, 
Ardennes offensive , had a devastating 
psychologica l effect on Hitler, who had come 
to ex pect the impossible from them. and he 
o penl) accused Dietrich anti his subordinates 
of betmyal. Despite that , ~S troops carried on 
fight ing as loya ll )' as cvc r as Ih cy s lowl y 
retreated i lii O Germany, bowed under the 
weight of "uperiar Allied numbers and 
equipmenl. By now, tho usands of gro unded 
Luftwaffe perso nnel and 'beached ' sai lo rs 
from the Krkgsmarine had been pressed infO 

an infamr y role alongside rh e Waffen-SS. 
During the b st week in April, when Soviet 
fo rces broke into Berlin, Felix Steiner led :I 

ba rri e gro up of hard -co re Waffen-SS 
includ ing cle men ts of the ' Po lizei ". 
' Frundsbe rg' , 'Nordland', ' Wallon ien' , 
'Cha rl t'magne' and ' Nederland' divisions, as 
well ;1S some 600 men from Him ml er's 
personal f.'~ort banalion. in a life and death 
strugg le to defend the Fuhrerbunkcr. 
However, most other SS units had by then 
accepted the reality of the situation and were 
pushing wenwards to surrender ro the Anglo­
American Allit's, nnher than risk capture by 
the Russia ns, 

It is estimated th:u some 180,000 Waffen, 
SS soldiers were killed in acti on during the 
Second \'(/orld War. with :lbout 400,000 
wounded and a furthe r 70.000 li sted 
'missing' , The ent ire establishment of the elite 
di vi.!. ions , Lcibsta ndarre, ' Das Reich' and 
'Tntenko pf', were C:l suah ies se \'era l tim es 
Over. with on ly :l few baBle ,ha rdene d 
vctt'ran s sun' ivins to tra in the co ntinual 
injections of you ng Gcrmans a nd 
Volksdeutschc fed in J S replacements via the 
d i\' is io nal tram ing ba[[alions, A close 
comparison between the number o f men 
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recorded killed . wounded or missing In the 
'To tenkopf' division (60,000) and 'Wiking' 
division (19.000) gi \ es a sra rt l ingl~' d iffe rent 
loss ratio, Since both divisions served fo r the 
most part alongside each other, the o nly 
reason for such horrendous losses must have 
been th e m ishandling . or at It'a st rough 
ha nd ling, o f 'TOIe nk o pf' trOO ps by th eir 
com ma nd ers. Ce rta in ly, Eicke and hi s 
successo rs w('rc: not renowned a s human ­
itarians and it is known that 'Totcnkopf' had 
more requ es ts for 'transfers out' th an a ny 
other W:.1ffen-SS divh ion, A large propOrtion 
of the men who vo lunrce-red for service in the 
SS parntroop forccs were 'Totenkopf' 
transferees. and if was widely rccognised th:lt 
the paratroop batl (dion was \' irtuall y a 
suidde squad, Toe fact that lIlany hardened 
sold iers chose to eSC:lpc from 'Torenkopf' by 
sign ing up wnh toe paras gives an indication 
of toe scverity an d lo ng. term nature of the 
suffe ring which 'Totenk o pf' trOOps had to 

endure, Among other \X1affen-SS men, D('ath 's 
Head units bec,tme know n coll oqu ially as 
'Knochensturme' (Bones Companies), or 'tha t 
lost lot', 

Bv 1944-5, SS sold iers \\'ere normally in 
thei~ late tee ns, and the avt'rage age of a 
Waffcn,$ junior officer was rwenty, with a 
li fe ex pt'ctanc~' of twO months at the front, 
Moret)ve r, it was not un co mm o n for 
divl siulla l com manders to be in their early 
thirti es, men like Kr aas, Kumm, Meye r, 
l\ol ohnkc, Wi sc h and Witr who had joined the 
LAH o r SS-VT a round 1934 and progressed 
thro ugh til(' rank s, The co mbinat ion of 
),outhful enthusiasm. poli tical indoctrination 
and hard-bitten experience was a winn ing 
ont', a nd goes: a lo ng wal' to ex plaining how 
a d iv ision such as 'Hiti (' rjugend ' could suffer 
60 per ce lli casualties ove r a fo ur-week 
pe riod in 1944 and yet still retain its 
aggressive spi r it. th ereb), gain ing for th e 
('n t ire Waffcn -SS the admiratio n of friend 
and foe alike, 
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Ultimarelr. marc than half the membersh ip 
of the Wa(fcn-SS comprised non-Germans. In 
line with H immle r 's intention that the S') 
should (k vclop as a Germanic, rarher tha n a 
Ge rm an, o rga ni s:,ui o n, sma ll nUl11 hers of 
su ita ble fo reign nationals had been admi rred 
ro the armed 5S e\en be fo re the war. 
Includ ing a t least one soldier of d ual 
Gl'rman/Br imh mltiona lity who ser\'Cd with 
th e SS, VT St:mdarte 'Deutschland ', Docu­
mentary proof of Aryan descent was in irhl lly 
a prerequisite for acceptance . but wi th the 
rapid expa nsion of the \'(/affen-S5 after 19-10 
tht' racial rule bcc:l me something of a dead 
lell('r, During th e war, [he hard -p r{'ssed 
RuSH" authorities were content to accept a 
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~igneJ declaration of Aryan dt'scent from 
enlistC'd German and weS[ European Waffen­
SS Ill('n . which co uld be in veSTiga ted later 
when necessit y dema nd ed or whe n rh e 
opportunity pre~enled itself. 

With the Ge rm an conq uest of western 
Eurupe, the door to a huge pool o f 
manpnwer which the Wehrmacht had no 
authority to conscript was opened to Berger's 
recruiting officers, Large numbers of pro ­
Germans. anti · Bolshevik.!.. members of local 
pseudo,N:1Z1 poli t ical parries, adventurers 
and simple opportunists were only tOU eager 
to throw in their lot with Ihe winning side, 
The firSI compl(,te umt of foreign \'olunreers 
to be raised br the SS was the tandarte 
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'Nordland' , from Norwegians and Danes. It 
was soon joined b)' the Standarte 'Westland', 
comprislIlg Dutchmen and Flemings. and in 
December 1940 ,hI.'Sl' {WO formations 
combined with the 55-VT Sta ndanc 
'Cermam3' to become 55-Di\'ision '\'(lik ing" 3 

trul~' European force. The main impetus ro 

the rC!.:'fulting of further so-called 'foreign 
legIons' was the Imp('nding lOvasion of the 
SVYlcr Union, and in order to attract 
sufficienr numbl'rs of thclIe troops rh l! 
Germans reluctantl~' accepted that the)' 
would have to co·opera te with rhe pro-Nazi 
polillcai parties in tach countr), and that the 
new units would have to rctaUl some of their 
owu national characteristics. The idea of 
national legions was quickly extended from 
the Germanic coumries to those ideologically 
sympathetic to Germany, such as Croatia. 
However, during (he early St3gt'~ of the W.lT 

:H least, Himmler was not prepared to accept 
racially dubious \olunter:fS into the SS and so 
the eas tern legions, such 3S the French, 
Walloon Belgians and 5panitlrds, were 
assigned to the 3rm~'. 
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During 1940- 1, the S5-sponsored legio ns 
'Flande rn', 'Niederlande' , 'Norwegen' and 
' Frelkorps Danmtlrk' wef(~ raised . Their 
troops were distinguished (rom those in thc 
German 55 proper by special national badges 
and by their oath, which committed them 
solel}' TO the war against communism. The 
legiom were ca tego ri sed as bl"lllg 'arrached 
to' father th an 'parr of' the Waffen -55, and 
were designated by th e new title of 
' Frel willigen' or 'Volu nteer ' units. The 
recruitment programme soon ran inlO 
difficu lt ies, however, when the legionaries 
found tnat man ~ of their German colleagues 
held them in low regard. D('spite promisl's of 
free land in rhe' conq uered cast for all 
\'ictoriolls 5S soldiers. and rhe beslowal of 
full German citizenship upon eve ry foreign 
volUTHcer afler the war, mora le plu mmened. 
panicularlr when ' Flandern ' was decimated 
111 RU!lsia earl)' in 1942 :lIld had 10 be 
disbanded. The other three legions were 
rcmforced and, :H (he end of 1942. 
amalgamated 10 (orm th e 'Nordland' 
division. A yea r hner the Durch contingent 
was sufficienll}' strong 10 be removed and 
given the stat us of an independent brigade. 
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which eventually developed into th e' 
' 'l"ederland' di\'ision. Both 'l'-:o rdLtnd' and 
'Nederland' fought well on Ihe eastern from, 
p,micularl y in defencc of thc 1ktltic sta tes, 
and, t'ogether with the rest of h']jx Steiner's 
3rd (Germanicl 5S-Panzer-Korps, th ey tool. 
pan in the celebra ted 'B:utle of Ihe European 
55' at Nan'a in J uly 1944 be (ore being 
desrroyed in the fina l struggle for Berlin th e 
fo llowing year. Other western 5S formalions 
of note included the ' Wallolllen' Di viSIO n, 
whkh was tr:lIlsferred fro m tilt' .Irm y as a 
brigade in 1943 and fought witn distinction 
under the Belgian fasc iSI leader Leon 
Degrelle; and the Frenc h 'Charlemagne' 
Di\·ision, again transferred from Ihe arm)" 
which was one of th e most redoubtabl e 
dcfclld('rs of Berhn. A flfty-eight·stron g 
' British Free Corps' was drawn frolll former 
Brilish Union of Fascists members and other 
disaffected individuals in Brilish prisoner·of­
war camps, but was of propaganda value 
only. 

Despite the good fighting reputation 
quickly gained by the wes tern vo lunteers. 
they weT(: simply too few in numocr fO meel 
55 requirements for replacing battlc casualtico; 
and so Berger turned to the Volksdeu fsc he 
sca llcred throu gho ut cenlral and easte rn 
Europe . In JUSt three co untries, namel y 
Romania. Hungary and Yugoslavia, it was 
esti nHlfed Ih al Ihere were some 1,500,000 
Volksdeursche in 1939, and this wa s dtariy a 
rich source of potential manpowe r. 
Rec ruitment of Romanian Vo lksdeursche 
began as early a~ the spring of 1940. but a 
sudden influx of volu ntcers from Yugoslavi" 
afler the invasion o f April 194\ led Berger to 

suggest 10 Himmler the formal ion of an 
enlire division of Yugoslavian Volksdeutsche. 
The rl'sult was the raising in the summer of 
1942 o f the SS·Gebi rgs Divi sion ' Prinz 
EuSt'n', designed for ami -partisan dUlies 
against Tiro's mountain-based resistance 
movement. La ler [hat ~'ea rt faced Wifh an 
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SS<lbo ......... "'" M<ops, """" c/ '" '"",, E.,.,.""''' 
(00\IIICJIde! of !he 5m Ss.Gebirgs-Korps VI 1944. Ph1eps W05 00 ew 
60..., """ ''''''''' "'" 10J ...-.I '" '" Gw!c/ 1ft/! c/ '" _ 
.IosIr~ crmy clmg rile fnl World Wr:A ~ IoIer os III iRsfrudtr 
• '" lb_ ..,., .oderny. UOI. moll c/ his 'IolIdomdlo 
~mrol8S, PhIeps WD5 QIlIlled flA SS membersIip os fO<O!ed by Ihs 
rooes 'Il'0l" below !fie left bteosl po(l.e! He \11m (~1In:d and ~1Iy 
U1ed br ",.,,,"1,,, '" 11 Ieo- 1944,"", 0.1. 

evt:r-worSClllllg manpoW(' r crisis, Hitler gave 
the 55 formdl authorisation 10 conscript the 
Vo lksdeutsche, who fell ounvirh the remit of 
the \X'ehrma cht as th e)' were nOt German 
nationals. In that wa)', an impressive 
numeric a l level of recrUlfment was 
maintained, hUI man~ of the conscripl~ were 
poor in quality and consequentl), 
Volksdemsche units tended to be second rate. 
Thcy 500n ea rn ed for themsch'cs Ihl" 
reputatio n for being specialist s III 

perpetrating massacres against civilia n 
populalions and other soft targets. The 
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• Mat "", "' .... .......... "'..,od &..I..., <I ......, .. """" Ieodo 01 Bo\ria's _, ,, __ <I .. 'Ho>dsdo'_ 
who were killed out MIh rheI dismrIive fiek!.9r!V fel . 
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associ:lIed policy of recruiting Cro:uian and 
Albanian Muslims into rhe ' H andschar', 
'Kama' and 'Skanderbeg' Divisions, TO rake 
o n the Christian Serbs from whom many of 
TilO's partisans were drawn. was :I. {Q[al 
disaster and ;111 three divisions had to be 
disbanded in order ro free theif German 
officers and NCOs to fight elsl"wherc. 

In the Soviet Union, the Germans made 
better use of loca l nationalist groups opposed 
to Stalin's governmelll, successfu lly 
pe rsuad ing large nUmbl;!fS of the narive 
population to enrol in the Schurzmannschaft 
for cou nrer-gucrril b operations. The 
breakthrough for the Waffcn-SS recruiters 
came in Ap ri l 1943, when no less than 
100,000 Ukrainians \·olunteered for a new 5S 
division, of whom 30,000 were duly 
accepted. Over 80 per cent of them were 
killed the following year when the Ukrainian 
division was trapped in the Brody-Tarnow 
pocket. In the summer of 1944, after the 
fai led Jul y bomb plot against Hitler. H imrnler 
was given unprecedented military powers as 
Com man d er-i ll -Chief of the Home Army, 
which effectively gave him control over all 
reserve and replacement forces in the R('ich. 
I-I e lOok the opporrunity to enha nce his 
pt.·rsonal stat us still further by transfe rring 
many Armenian, Baltic. Caucasian, Cossack, 
Georgian and Turkestani vol unteers from the 
hastily must ered foreign legions of th(' 
German army inro the Waffen-55. Huwever, 
whi le the wide range of nationalities involved 
undoubtedly had som(' propagand:t value. the 
actual performance of the eastern troops in 
combat left much to be desired. The Baltic S5 
divisions, grouped rogtthcr under 5S­
Obergruppcnfiihrer Walrer Kruger as the 6th 
Waf{en-Armeekorps der 5S. li ved up fO 

modest expectations and were particularly 
ferocious when defending their homelands, 
but the remainder wcre poor at beSt and at 
worst a complete rabble. Himmler regarded 
them merely as racially inferior auxiliaries, in 
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e{ft'(:t expendable cannon-fodder. The} were 
neVet considered for 5S membership proper, 
and were prohibited from sporting the SS 
runes. Although they wore a sort of diluted 
SS uniform for convenience, they had their 
own series of disrincti\'e badges so that there 
wou ld be .1bsolu te l~ no pos!)ibility of their 
being mistaken for 'real' S5 men. Not 
surprisi ngly, the loya lty of the easterners was 
alw:1Ys in question, and their horrific 
behaviour when set loose among the ci vilian 
population of Po land during chI.' Warsaw 
upri sing of autumn 1944 led co frequent 
demands for th eir withdraw:lI , even fro m 
otht'r S5 commanders. Several units had to be 
disbanded. "nd some of th ei r leaders were 
tried by 55 court's martial and executed for 
lOOting and Other excesses. 

Non-German nationals ultimately made up 
Ihe greater parr (57 per cent) of the \\:taffcn­
SS. It is estim ated th at 400,000 Reic h 
Germ:ms served in the Waffen-SS during the 
war, as opposed to 137.000 pure west 
Eu ropeans. 200.000 pure case Europeans and 
185,000 Volksdcutsche. A detailed 
breakdown of non -Germans by nationalit}, is 
shown betow: 

\\'lest Ellro/Jt!olls 
Du tch 50,000 
Flem ings 23,000 
Italians 20,000 
Wal loons 15,000 
Danes 11,000 
French 8,000 
Norwegians 6,000 
SpaniardslSwiss/Swedt'si 
LuxembourgerslBritish 4,000 

East Ellropealls 
Cossacks 50,000 
Latvia ns 35,000 
Ukminians 30,000 
Estonians 20,000 
C roatia ns 20,000 
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Serbians 
Byclorussians 
Turkestanis 
Romanians 
Albanians 
Uulgarialls 
Finns 

VfllbdclUsche 
(by counrry of origin) 
Hungary 
Czt'Choslovakl3 
Cro:uia 
WeSlern Europe 

Romania 
Poland 
Serbia 
Scandinavia 
Soviet Union 
France 
Gr('ar Brimin 
USA 
Brazil 

HIMMLER'\ BLACK ORDER 

15,000 
11,000 
8,000 
5,000 
3.000 
1,000 
1.000 

80.000 
45.000 
25.000 
16,000 
8,000 
5.000 
5,000 

775 
100 
84 
10 
5 
4 
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Chin:) 

Sourh·\'<'esl Africa 
South .East Africa 
Sourh America 

Spain 
Ilalestine 

Jap:ln 
Sum:\lJ":l 
Mexico 
AU5rf3lia 
India 
New Guinea 

3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 

While the majo rity of \'(l:l{fen-SS men were 

non-Germans, the wartime \Vafft n-55 officer 
corps consisted almost enrirely of Gcrm:1n 
na tionals, who held a ll o f th e most senior 
posts . The vast maJority of non -Ger man 
officers ill the foreign divis ions of Ihe SS had 
their ranks prefixed by "Leglons-' o r 'Waffen-' 
ra ther th a n ' 55 -' (e_ g_ 'Waffen -5tnnd ­

artenfLihrer der SS' ) and the)', like their men, 
were not classed as SS membtrs . Because of 
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rhis. ('\'eo 'heroic' figures such al> Ll'on 
Degrelle , holder of the Knight 's Cross with 

Oakleave~ a nd firST reci pie nt of the Close 
Combat Clasp in Gol d. did nOl merit 
.ncluslon III the Diells1aftersfisl e. 

TIl(" summer of 1941 saw til e Waffen-S5 
o fficer cor ps in its besr co ndi tion . :lOd 
y, irnessed an Influx of rec ru its from the 
police, transferred Wch rm:lcht o ffi cers, pany 
and state officials, duclOrs, lawyers and youth 
leaders eager to serve with the new elit e 
be fore the anticipa ted victorious cessa tio n of 
hostilit ies. H owever. the subsequent blood ­

letti ng in Russia dcstro}'ed the cream of the 
ea rly graduates of Bad T o ll. and 
Bra unschweig, and the ir replacements bo re 
)c3 rccl r a wkt'n rescm bl3J1cc to them. By 1 
July 1943 , the office r co rps numbt"re d 
10,702. hell so. only 4.145 were design::Hcd 
as carter or prof~'ssional officers. with about 
1,000 of th em hold illg ranks of 5S­
Sturmbannfu hre r and ahove. Himmler 
observed :H th3[ time th:\[ the 'Fiihrerdecke', 
or 'officer co\'er', fo r many from-line 55 units 
was lalll('lltabJy thin, and that the srate of the 

o fficer co rps had d ete riorated dra s tica ll y 
~ince the invasion Qf the Soviet Union. 

Three tim es as m:J.I1 Y 55 office r dossiers 
survi\"t~d the war as there W{'n ' numbers of 55 
o fficers in 194 I. The grea t bulk of the 
remainder related to banlefield I.'ommissions 
gra nted to Wafftn -55 NCOl> who had proved 
themselves at the front between 1942 and 
1945. Many rhou~ands of officers were thus 
addtd to the corps in a fairly shorr period, men 
whose ties with th e NS DAP and prewar S5 
were tenuous or even non-existent. The 

'military e l i t~" commanding the European SS of 
1944 was. therefo re. far removed from the 
politicall), Illoti vated 55-V[ officer corps of rhe 

late 1930s. Duri ng the last yea r of Ih e war, 
\'(!aHen-55 se ni o r officers ' conft're nces saw 

elderly former Wehrmachr and police officers 
~mndillg shuulder 10 shou lder with Ihe younger 
generation, mall)" of whom had lx.-en N O s or 
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subalterns in 1939 and were now hard-bLm'n 
and highly decora[ni ('olonels and hrig:1diers. 
T he members of this new o fficer corps were 
dubhcd by the 5 Old Guard as 'Nur-Soldaten', 
o r 'onl~ sold iers'. men whose responsi bili ties 
were limited to fighting and whose remit did 
no t inc lude the eventual policing of a 

conquered Europe. The result wa s a 
fragmenta tion of the officer corps between the 
'politicals' and the ·righters'. a split which grew 

evcr wider as the war drew to a dose. The 
\,(!aHen -55 uniform neve r supplanted the 
Allgemeine-55 membership card in H immlcr's 
mimI. and by 1944-5 the rypical Waffen-S5 
officer a t rhe front idc-n.tified far mOTe wirh his 
bloodied Wchnnacht coll('agues, and ('ven with 
hi ~ 10 11)-:-sufh' ring enemies, than with his 
bureaucratic 5S seniors in Berlin and Nlunich. 

,\ltho ugh given suitably heroic names from 

an ea rly dat '" Waffen-55 divisions were not 
numbered until 15 Novembe r 1943 . Unit 
titles and designations were frequemly al tered, 
ei ther to acknowledge a change in S(3rus o r, 
particularly late in the war, to camouflage a 
formation 's true identity and confuse enemy 
imellig(·nce. The ' Oas Reich' Di visio n was a 
t YPical exa mple. and had irs nomencla t ure 
altered no less than c-Ievell times: 

September 1939 
September 1939 
10. 10.39 

4.4.40 
1.12.40 
28.1.41 

Ma y 1942 
14. 1 \.42 

15.11.43 

24.2.45 

Panten'crband O st preussen 
I'anzcr Division 'Kempf' 

55-Verfiigu ngst ru ppc­
Division (Motoriscd ) 
5S-Verfugungsdi \'ision 

$-Di\'iSlon ·Oeu{Sl.'h land' 

55-Division (Motorised ) 
'Reich ' 

55-Di vision ( ~'Iotorised ) 

'I)as Reich' 

Kampfgruppc 'O srendorff 
55-I}a nzergrclldd ier 
Di vision ' Das Reich' 
2nd S5-Panzer DivisiQn 
'Das Reich ' 

Ausbildungsgruppe 'Nord' 
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1)IV\510115 staficd br Germans were known 
as ' S-I)i vision" while those com pri si ng 
m.Holy Volksdeu lsche or Germanic personnel. 
whether volumeers or con:.cripts, werc ClUed 
' $ -Frciwilligcll DivISIOn', Units co mposed 
primarily of cast Europeans or Russia ns came 
intO the c:ncgory of 'W'aff"n Division der S', 
a tefm of infl'riority which dcnott"d 
att:Jchment to, rather than actual I1ltlll\x:rship 
nf, the Wnffen-SS, 

W'AFF£ -SS J)/V/SIO S, 1939-45 

Tlflt· Grtl1lted 

All IIlC W:lff('n ~ S dlVIStCllh whicn had 
been Ilulslcred , 3t I(';lst on paper, by 1945 3re 
Ii~t cd in the table btlo" •. M;'In~' dh'isions 
numbered ahove 20 were merel y lIpgrJd ed 
regiments. flung togelher in 3 hurT)" uSing 
anr '~ p;He' persollnel o1vadablc and given 
grandiose tid es. The l1umber of Knigh t'~ 

C rosses awarded is a good indicatiOn of the 
effcclI\'cnc.:s rind baltic experience of (·:ten 

division. 

I'ri",(/,)' Knights 

(mId DivtslOIlDI Strellgtb 
at Begillflillg of 1945) 

Divisional Com/los/tlo" Crosses 

1st S· Panzer DidSlon 
'Lt'ibsfandane-SS Adolf H itler 

122.0001 

2nd SS·Panzer Division 'Da5 Reich­
(IS.OOO I 

Jrd S5-Pa nzer Di vision "Torenkopf' 

( 15,400) 

4th S5-Polizel !>anzcrgrenadier 
Divi~ion 

(9.000) 

5th 5S· Panzer DiviSion 'Wikillg' 
( 14.800) 

6th SS·Gebirgs DiviSion 'Nord' 
(15 .000) 

7th SS-Freiwilhgen Gehirgli 
DiI·i,Sion 'Prinz Eugcn' 
(20,0001 

8th SS·Ka..,al1eric Division 
' Florian Geyer' 

\13.000) 

9th 5S-Panzer Oi\'isiol1 
"Hohenstallfen' 

{I 9.0001 

St"tl/S 

1942 

1939 

1939 

1939 

1940 

194 1 

1942 

1942 

1943 

Awarded 

German volunteers with !-lIller's 5H 
S5 bodyguard regimcnt as the 
nucleus 

German vuluTllecrs With the S5- 69 
V~-rfugungstruppe as the nucleus 

German volunteers with the 47 

S -Totenkoph'erbandc 3~ the 
Ilucic-us 

Germ:!.n police trallsferees ' . -, 

Gerln.n!"'csr Eu,"pean ' 5 
voluntee rs 

German I'olumeers with Torcnkopf 4 
regiments as the nucleus 

Yugo~13\'ian Volksdeurschc Ii 
\'olumccrs 

Cl."rmal1 volunteers With 22 
5S-K~\-alleric regiment~ ~s the 

nucleus 

German I'UlumeNs and conscripts 12 
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Tlfle 
" md DWlSlona/ SlrcIIglh 
II I Begimlllfg of 19~.s) 

I Olh SS- P,1Il.lt'r Division 'Frundsrn:rg' 
111.5001 

1 I tit SS-Freiwilligell P3nlergren3dicr 
Divis ion 'No rdland' 
19.000) 

[lth S-Pal17er Di\'i~ion 

' I-liderjugend-
, 19,5001 

13 th \X'affc.n Gcbirgs Division (b 
5 "Handschar' 
112,700) 

14th Waffen Gren<ldier 
Division der 5S 
(22.0001 

15th \'('arfen Grenadier Division Ocr SS 
116.8001 

16th SS-Pa 117.ergrena dicr 
Divi~ion "lh"ichsfi.Jhrer·S5' 
( 14.000) 

17th SS· Panl.ergrenadicr 
Division 'GOtl VOn Berl.ichingcn· 
(3,5001 

18th SS- Freiwi lligen Panlergrenadicr 
Oi l'ision 'Hom \'(/esse!' 

" 1.0001 

19th Waffen Grenadier 
Division der S 
(9,000) 

20th Waffcn Grl'lIadicr 
Division der S5 
{15.5001 
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Grallted 
DI/'uiolldl 
Status 

{Irll/wry 

omposlllon 
Kllight's 

CrOSSl's 
Awarded 

19"'3 

1943 

19.3 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1944 

1944 

1944 

111 

Germ:'!n \'olunlt'ers and conscripts '3 

\'(fest European volunt eers. mam' 2S 
frum the disba nded 55 foreign -
legions 'Niederlande', 'Norwegen-
a nd 'Frelkorps Danmark' 

German Hitler Youth volunfecrs 

Yugl)slavian Muslim volunteers 

Ukrainian volunteers 

L.ln'IJn I'oluntc-crs. man) 
tmn:.ferring from the 
Schunmannschaft and Police Rifle 
Regi ments 

Gerrn3n/Votksdtuts4.:he volunteers 
and conscripts, with H imm]ers 
escort b3ttalion as the Iludeo.!> 

14 

J 

Gennan/Volbdeutsche volunteers 4 
and conscripts 

Hungarian Volksdeutscht" 2 
\'olunteers and conscriprs 

Latvian volunt('crs. l11:!.n)' 12 
rr'lIlsferring from the 
SChut7_I11:Utn.:;ch .. dt and I'olice Rifle 
Regi lllcnh 

I~Stom3 il \·olunt£.'ets. l1Ialll- 5 
tr~nsfcrring from the . 

hut'lm3nnschafr and Po lice Rifle 
Regiments 
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Tille r.lllted 

(mid Division.lf (rellgtl, 
a' Begitmi"8 of (945) 

0"'/51011.11 

21st Waffen Gcbirg .. Division 
der S5 'Skanderbeg' 

15,0001 

Statlls 

1944 

22nd -Frciwilligcn KavJllerie 1944 
Dlvi!liofl 'Ma ria Theresa' 

(8,000) 

23rd Waffcn Gebirgs Division der 1944 
55 'Kama' (disba nded late 1944 and 
number '23' given 10 next divisiun) 

23rd SS-Freiwilligcn Pmrlcrgrcn3dier 1945 
Division 'Nederland' 

16,0001 

24th Waffen Gl'birgs 1944 
Di vision d~r S 
(3,0001 

25rh Waffen Grenadie r 1944 
Division der 55 'Hunyadi' 
( 15.000) 

26th \'(Iaffen Grenadier 1945 
Division der 55 
113,0001 

l7th SS·Freiwilligen Grenadier 1944 
Division' Langemarck' 

17,000) 

28th SS-Freiwill igen Grenadier 1944 
Division ' W3110I1ien' 

(4.0001 

29rh Waffen Grenadier Division J er 1944 
S5 (disbanded latC' 1944 and number 
'29' gh'cn to next division) 

29th Wa(fen Grenadier 1945 

Division der SS 
( 15,0001 

30th Warfen Grenadie.r 
Division der 5S 
(4.5001 

1945 

212 

"rmln!')' Knight's 

CompositIOn Crosses 
Awarded 

Alban!:ln Muslim vo\unll.:'crs 

GermanfHung.lrian 
Vulk .. deutsdw volulUcers 
and c<mscript5 

Yu~os1a\'ian Musli m vol unreers 

DUfCh \oluntcers, m(\l\)' 

formerly of the 55 f()rcign 
l e~ion 'Nicderl:.andc· 

Irnli:lll f'lscisr volunteers 

Hungarian volunteers 

Hungarian volunteers 

Flemish volunteers. m,IIlY 
formerly of the S5 foreign 
legion 'Flandcrn ' 

W:.a lloon volunteers, lll:lnr 
formerly uf the German army',;; 
\'\':l llonische Legion 

Russian COIWKI volunteers 

Itali:m faSCiS t \'olulHeers 

RUS:'lan \'olunrtX'rs. many 
rr:msfernng from the 
Schurl.ll1nnnschan and Police Rifle 

Regiments 

0 

6 

o 

19 

o 

o 

IJ 

3 

o 

o 

IHE WHFEN-S S 

(Ille Gralllcd 11rim(/ry Kmght's 
(alld 0111/5101101 SrTt!l1grh 
,t! Begu/tll1lg of 1945) 

DwislO//01 Composltlo l/ Crosses 

list S5-Frelwilligen 
Grenadier Di\'ision 
111.0001 

32nd S5-Frciwilligcn Grcnadirr 
Divi~ion . 30 J.lIlu:tr' 
11.0001 

JJrd Waffen Ka\':tlkric 
Di\'i~ion der S (destroyed soon 
after formation, and number 
'3 -" given to ne.xl division) 

Jrd Waffcn rcnadie( 
Division cler 5 'Charlemagne' 
(7,0001 

34th SS-FreiwilligclI GrenOldier 
Division ' I.andstorm Nrderiand' 
17,0001 

3 ~th S5, (lo lizei Grenadier 
DIYlslon 
(5,0001 

36th Waffen Grenadier 
I)ivi~ion der 5S 
16.0UO) 

37th SS-Freiwillig("Jl 
K<wallerie Di vision 'Lutzow' 
(1.000) 

J~rh SS-Grtnadier Division 
, ibeJungcn' 

(1,0001 

5',1(l/s 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1945 

During the larrer p:lrI of the war. it was nOI 
uncommon for ad hoc 55 battl~ group:. to be 
drawn together from divisional troops, o r for 
smaller unil ';; to be absorbed by larger ones 
which ju~t happened to be located nearby. 
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Awarded 

C1echoslovakian Volksdcutsche 
volunteers ,md conscnpts 

German conscripts :lIld 
S~ rraini ng school 
nersonnellVolksdcut)Chc 
volunteers and conscripts 

Hungarian \'oluntcrrs 

French voluntee rs, Ill.HI)' of them 
forme rly of the German army's 
FranzoSlsches Legion or LVF 

Dutch volunteers. many forme.r1y 
o( the LandwOlcht Nederland 

German police transferee!> 

Gcnnan/cast European \'olu llIecrs, 
including n large number of 
convicted crirninals fro m the 
l)irlcwangcr Brigade, a ttrro r 
unit used against civilia ns 

H ungarian VolksdeutSl'he 
conlocriprs ,lnd remnants of the 
' Horian Gercr' and 'Maria 
Theresa' divisions 

German volullIeers, cnn~ripls 

;lnd S training school personnel 

I) 

0 

0 

2 

3 

o 

o 

o 

There we re :JIso hundreds of replacement 
formations , such as the latvian SS 
ErSall.brig.ldl:' which alone accounred for 
forty full t.:ompanies of nwn under training. 
and 'ome "cry obscure units such :.as Ihe 
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Indischc Frciwilligcn-Lesion cler SS. made up 
of :tnri· Brirish Indian prisoners-o f-war who 
had been cnpllI fcd in North Africa :lnd Jmly. 
One of th e Strangest of all was the 
Osttiirki sc hC'f W:lffe n-Verband der 55, 
composed of thret Muslim W • .ffengruppcn 
def 5 recruiled from Caspian and Black Sea 
Tartars under rhe command of the AUSfrian 
SS-Stand:mcnfiihrer Wilhelm Hi01 crS:H-t . He 
had been conn-fred to Is lam during service 

a lo ngside the Turks in rhe Fi rst World War 
and tOok the na me of l larun-el- Raschid Bey, 
under whi.,;h he was li sted in the SS 
DiellslIIltersliste! It was all ;] far cry from the 

r:lda l elite of rhe 19305. 

WAFFEN·SS UNifORMS 

T he perennial infl' rest in the Wa(fcn-SS tends 
to be concentrated on irs unifor ms and 
insigni a, and for that reason th ese meri t 
detailed COV(Tage. 

Th e manufncture o f Wa((en -55 uniform 

clo thi ng wns undertak en e irh er by priva tI.' 
firms or, incrcrtsingly afrcr 1941, by the SS­
own('d (..'ConorniC' ('n rerpriscs op('raring under 
the rtuspiccs of the S \'(/inscha fts- und 
Verwaltungshauptamt. The fir st 55 clothing 
facto ry, or 55- Bekl c ld ungswerke, wa s 
established in Dac hau concellfr:lTion C.l mp, 

where the mrtin W:lffen-S clOthing depot wa" 
also loca ted. In 1939 :l traini ng school for 
t;\i lors and scamStf~sses opened at 
R;we nsb ruck. and afte r th t occu pation of 

Poland and Russi:l the S5 Easrern Industries 
Ltd , o r Osnndustrie GmbH IOsti ), used local 
Jews to manufactllre winr e r un iforms and 
various items of equipment from property :l nd 
raw materials M'ized hy the Germans, Civi lian 
d othi ng confisc.1ted from concenrratio n cam p 
inmates was cornmonh reprocessed and dyed 
fw transformaTion into \'(Iaff~n ·SS un iforms, 

Uy 1944. the V3S[ majority of 55 Ol nd police 
clothing was being manufactured in· house :If 

the- fo llowing esta blishmen ts: 

8Jyrt"l1 th labour camp, in H:l\l';lna 
Dach3u concentration camp. in BJ \'":lri:l 
Oranienbllrg conccllIr:ltion camp, n~ :u Berlin 
Poni:ltowa l:ibour camp. nea r Lublin in 

Pob nd 
Posen labour (,3m p, in Po land 
Radom l:1 bour camp, in l'ol::lIld 
Ra \'ensbrikk concenl ration ca mp, nc:tr 

FiJ~ten bcrg 
5chro tl ersburg con.::e nt r.Hion C:1 mp, neat 

Plock in Pol3nd 
Smwbing prisnn. in Bavaria 
Tra wniki labour camp, ncaf Lu blin in Puland 

Thcir prnducts sometimes bore the stamp '55· 
BW', fo llowed by a codl' number ;tll oc:ned ro 
the pa rticular bench or workshop cQnc('rned. 
Many items manuf;1ctured at the S­
Hekleidungswc.-rh werC' . however. completel}' 

unm:t rk ed. 
During 1944-5. shortages of raw materia ls 

crcated suth a ,,:ri~i$ in rhe uni fo rm industrr 
that c\'en rhe concentra tion camps could nor 

meet rhe clothing needs of the Wafren-S5. The 
result waS riM! newly recruited front -line 5S 
soldiers ended up wea ring captufed uni fo rms. 
particularly halian items t:lken after the full 
of ~1ussolini. Older Vetef:l ns tended to retain 
the-ir bettt:r <lualir~' ear ly issue t un ics. cap), 
and bootS for 3S long as possible. often until 
they quire litera ll y fell ap3rt. and there were 
a t least three fully mororised phlloonc;, [he so· 
ca li ed 55· Bekleidungs- I ns ta ndsetzungszuge 
500. 50 I and 502, whose sole job it was [0 

rravel from unit 10 unit repairing uniform 

clothing. 
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£;lCh \'V3ffen ·55 for ma t ion regu larl y 
su bmitted req uis iti o n forms to the 55 
Flihrungshaupmmt ordering specific uniform 
needs. If app ro\'cd, the 55· FHA would 
instru c t the SS Wirrsc hafts- und 
V('rwaltllllgshauptamt to m:lke the necessnry 
iss ue. The SS-\'(I VHA in its turn then 
arr:mged despatch of rhf' material to the unit. 
either d irect from the fa\:tory or d a onc of its 
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tweh'e main ~U I) p l )' d epots, tht: 
HauprwirrschJrt slager, A lternatively, rh e 
ull1{urm items (ould be made avai lable to the 
unit tit the neare .. t convenient 55- \'(ryHA sub· 
depOi. or Truppenwi rtscha fts lagcr, of w hich 
the re wcre twenty spread Ollt across the 
Reic h. On the .:astcrn front, SS supply 
cll mmands or Na chsch u bs kom ma nd :t ntur 
we re eSTablished a r Bobr uisk. Dne prc>­

petrowsk. Qulu a nd Riga as link.:i between 
rhe SS· \'(fVHA a nd the local sub-depots. 

Each suppl y <:ommand was empo \\' ~red ( 0 

place con tracts with, or make purchases 
trom, private firms in its area, M o reove r. 
where fie ld for mations uf the WaUen·55 were 
hkd >' to be operating in a particular zone for 
a prolo ngtd perio d , for exam pl e ' Pri nz. 
Eugen' in the Balkans. specia l ad hoc supply 
bases o r Stutzpunkte were se t up .n 
convenient poi nts. 

All Wnffen-S5 officers were exptcted to 
pu rchase their own uniform i( I.:' I11S, and newly 
L"omrn.issiQned officers receiv{'d a spt'Cial grant 

o f between 350 and SOO Reichsmark.s It') that 
l'nd . O nce in possession of his clothing gra nt 
the ofli.:-cr was su pposed 10 buy his uniform 
fro m o ne' of rhe 55 clothing CQuntl'CS. or 
Kleiderkasse, :lI Berli n. Kiev_ Lublin. Munich, 
Oslo, Pl1 ri~, Pr:lgue, I~iga and \Vafsa w, T hese 
establishments carried extensive stocks of top 
quality tailor-made items, including tu nics by 
:vlo hr & Spe r er and 1 loi ters, boots b~f 

Breirspecher and caps by Robert lubstein . 
whose trade mark ' EREL' W3S famous world­
wid(', HoweVer. nl'lth th e mea ns and 
opportun ity for front -l ine officr rs to kit 
thernse l ve~ oul with expens ive uniforms were 
~omewh{lf limited du ring the second half of 
tht' war, and mOSt relied on the-ir unit storf'S 

to pro\'ide them wi th items o i field uniform 
against pa ymenr. Standard issue tunics were 
ge nerall~' worn unaltered b~- mOSt officers. 
a lth oug h So me had them muciJfied to s uit 
indiv idu al taSle, Th e most co mm o n 
alterations were [0 pocket fbps and collars, 

liS 

replacing the m with smarter ones, From 
Augus t 1943, second·hand tailor-ma d e 
articles began to be collected and re·suld to 
officers at three times rhe listed price o f tlu:-ir 
sta nd :lrd issue equivalents, In that wa)', those 
who sti ll retained :I desire 10 look ' a Cllt 
aho\'c the rest' cou ld do so. 

When a Waff('n·S5 so ldier W;I5 ki ll ed o r 
inva lided ou t of the service, all iSSued items of 

uniform clo thin g a nd equipment had to he 
returned to his unit. Those pieces still suitable 
for use were retai ned inTact, and s ligh tly 
worll items were re-issued to replacement and 
training units, An)' old or d:l magcd clothing 
was sent ro the conce ntration ca mps ro be 
pulped down for rewo rkin g. Bro ken meta l 
::m icles such as belt hooks and buckk-s were 
di smantled a nd sen t to rh e armaments 
indu s try for smelting . In rhat W3 ~f, th e SS 
ma in tained:1 com plete cycle of manuf'act'ure­

issue - wea r - pulping - re-man ufaclure - reo 
i ssu~ in respect of uni form clothing. 

The developmelll o f the main wmponenrs 
of Waffen ·S5 uniform, name ly headgea r, 
run ies, equipment and insignia, gave th e SS 
s(lldicr his own unique appenf[\nc~·. and this 
devdopmcnt is now covered in derail. 

The s rand ard headgear o f th e armed S$ 
forma ri ons co ntinu all y evolved (rOrll 1933 
undl the end of the Second World War. with 
eve ry yea r seei ng either a new pattern being 
introduced , an existing strle being modified 
or a n outdated item being wi rhdrawn, In 

Ma rch 1933, members of the SS St:t bswache 
Berlin wcre issued wi rh heavyweight 19 16 
a nd 191 S model ex-army stt'd helmers. hand· 
paimed or sprayed black, for wea r when on 
guard dllt)'. Th('s{' plain Stahlhelme. which 
did no t bear any SS insignia a t that t im e, 
were the firs t disringuishing items of headgea r 
to be spa rred b~ the arnwd unjts, and set !.he 
latter apart from the Allgemeine-SS. During 
the Summer of the sa me year. field ClipS of the 
pcakless ' po rk pie' t ype. known as 
'K r;jt 1.ch~'nf, were purcha sed fro m ar my 
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Men oIlIle Sooder~oomnio l~ IlIlIO'r'irIg 0 t-d horn rbeir ImiJWJg gt Essen/OWl. SOO'IIl\eI 1933. AI weD! bkd 'krandlM' IiekI (ops 000 !he life'! 

{Onan Oil fol9Je Mm. 

surplus Storllge, dyed black, and di stributed 
to men of tne SS Sondc rkolllmando Zossen 
rind SS Sonderkommando Jii rerbog for wear 
du r ing tra in ing and fatigues. Standard S5 
badgts were pinned to these ext remel}' 
unpopuhu and shorr-lived caps. 

AI the end of 1933, it was suggested that 
the 1916 and "\918 modd steel helmets were 
unnecessari ly heavy for the a rmed 55. whose 
mai n ro le W (15 then one of internal sec urity 
rather th,ln open warf:l.Tc. A small number of 
the a rmy's expe rim ental 1933-pancrn 
vu lcani sed fibre hel mets wefe duly 
distributed, but were excessive ly ug ly a nd 
immedi ately rejeered. Consequentl y, du ring 
the ea rl y pari of 1934. th e Rckhs­
zcugmeisterl'i der NS DAI', or RZM, the Naz.i 
party's conrracts office, placed an order for 
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th e suppl y of new SS helmets whic h were 
slightl y di fferent in forlll , weight and 
appearance from thci r army COll nrerpans. 
Th e RZ M -parrcrn helme t was mad e of a 
lighter steel allo),. had standard ised 'one size' 
venrilati o n lugs and a wider qu ick-relea se 
chinstrap. The re we re twO inspection marks 
die-st;lm ped inside the neck of the blue- black 
helmet, i.e. SS runes on the left si de and the 
RZ;"'I sy mbol on th e righ t , and the liner 
generally bore the unit propert)' stamp in ink. 
an example bci ng 'IIISS 2' for th e 2n d 
Sturmballn o f the 'Germani a' Stand:lr te. The 
RZ M helmet was popular, and was 
distributed for parade and guard du ty un til 

1939. 
On 23 Febru a ry \934. special insiglll :l 

were int roduced fo r wear on a ll 55 s tee l 
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he lmets, hand-painted at first and th en in 
decal form. The Leibstandarte, with its 
un ique sta tus, was authorised to use white S5 
runes on a black shield (soo n replaced br 
black 55 ru nes on a silver shield ) on the right 
side of the hel met, and an army-pa rtern shield 
bearing the national colo urs of black , whi te 
and red in dia gon al bars o n the left si de_ 
Troops of the Politi sche Bereitschaften, and 
thei r Successors in th e 5S-VT, wore whi te­
bordered black run es with in a whi le double 
cirde on the right side of the Sra hlhelm, and a 
\\' hite-bordered bla ck sW:lsrika on th e left 
side . On 15 December 193 4. steel helmets 
bega n to be pa inted in so-called 'eMth-grey', 
a grey- brown shade. for military manoeuvres, 
and at the same ti me a new other ra nk s' field 
ca p in an idenrica l colou r was imroduced to 
replace the black Kdit l.che n. The 1934 -
pattern cap was agai n intended for drill use 
on ly and was shaped like an upturned boat, 
hence its 11ickname 'Schiffchcn', or li ttle ship. 
Its design \\I;l S based on the army for:lge ca p, 
wi th a sca lloped front and side pa nels which 
could be lowered to protect the wearer's e,lrs 
in cold weather. Th e first Schiffchen were 
iss ued with a machine-cmbroidered \'ersion of 
the 1929-partem eagle on rhe left side and a 
plai n white rnt'tal bun on to the from. Soon 
afte r its int rod uct io n. however, th e pl ain 
hu tton was cha nged to o ne feat u rin g an 
embossed death's head. 

In lvl:lrch 1935, TrOOpS of the 55-
Wachverbiinde were autho rised to wear a 
large silver-painted Prussian Toren kopf on th\.' 
left side of the steel helme t, to d ist ingu ish 
them from the Leibstanda rre and SS-VT. This 
insignia was shorr-lived howe\'er, for on 12 
August J 935 a new se t of s tand a rd ised 
hel met badges wa s introduced for :'Ill S5 un its, 
to replace those previousl y worn. T he new 
insigni:l , designed by Professor Hans H:'Ias, 
compri sed black SS runes on a sil ver shie ld to 

be worn on the right side of the helmet, and a 
red shield bea ring a white- disc containing a 

217 

A 

8 

c 

o 

SS 5!eeI _t insigrtJ. Ihese were worn by 50Idien rl rile ~ lilies: 
A -leibstonOOrte-SS 'M;IIf Killer' (23.2.34 10 0UI\IT'Vl 1934); B -
lemtordcrte-SS 'Adolf Hitlef' (oorumn 1934 10 11.8.35); (- Po&Iische 
8ereitscOOften cod ss..vr (23.2.34 to 11.8.35); 0 - Ii SS forrJ'lCllkMts 
(12.8.3510 19(5). 

black swast ika to be worn 011 the left side. 
The origi nal o rder decreed that these badges 
were to be paimed on, bur on 14 August it 
W:lS :lnnounced tha t the)' would be available 
in decal (orm from the fi rm of CA. Pochcr of 
Nu mberg, a t a cost of 25 Reichsma rk s per 
1,000 pairs. 5S units were instructed to have 
the deca ls applied to all their helmets in time 
for the NSDA P rail)' thar September. 

Toward s th e end of 1935, an earth ·grc), 
ve rs io n of the blac k 55 peaked ca p wa s 
introduced for o ffi ce rs of the Lei bstandarfc 
and 5S· VT, to be worn on all occasions whcn 
a stee l helmet wa s nor req uired . Th e new 
Sc hi rrnmu rze had an ea rth -grey top wi th a 
black \'e1Vl't band and white piping fo r all 
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fin NCO 01 the leib5toOOJrte weori!lg rile M3~ steel helmet 0IJ1side Ktmov, March 1943. The S5 IUIlei decal is dearly~. 

officers up to and including 55-
Stand ancnfi.ih rer, H ig her ran ks had si lve r 
pipi ng. Officers acting as judges an d umpires 
a l military exercises wore dctach"bk' white 
cloth bands on their caps . On 1 November 
the: same yea r, a su pply of the new li ghter 
model afmy steel helmer. with :,hallo\\' neck 
guard, less protruding visor a nd si mp le 
venrilation holes instead of protruding lugs. 
was sc t "side by the \'(' ar M inistr y for 
dis tribution ro th e a rmed 55. Th e 
Leihstandarte (lI1d ' Deut schland ' receivcd 
theirs on I I ,\1 ay 1936, and rhe ot her ss-vr 
fo rm al ions foitow('d suit. Ne\'cnhcless , the 
traditiona l 1916 and 1918 mode ls s till 
conti nued to be worn for some considerable 
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rime. particu larly by officers a nd during 

parades. 
On 3 I :"hrch 1936. the other ranks' field 

cap began to be manufactured in a black 
version for wea r with th e blac k se rvice 
un iform when walking our, and in ·ea rth· 
brown' for 55-TV personnel on duty within 
corKent ra tion ca mps. In signia rem:'lincd the 
same, al th ough I he 191 9- pattern e:lgle was 
replaced by the distinctive SS rype later in the 
year. A new field-grey com bat uniform wa S 
gene rall y distributed to all branches of th e 
a rmed 55 in 1937, with constq uent changes 
in headgea r. The ea rth-grey and earth-brown 
Schi ffche n were replaced by a ubiquito us 
fiel d -gre~' version, and the offi ce r's peaked 
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.:ap also began TO be made with a field-grey 
tOp . 

On 25 February 1938, a new fi eld cap was 
crea ted fo r NCOs. It was s imilar in 
;1ppea rance to the Schirmmtitze. bur th e reak 
W;15 made of the same doth man'rial as tht" 
top of the cap and thtre was no chinstr;lp or 
CTO'",n stiffener. It could be folded for sto rage 
in the back-pack or ;n a run it- pocket, hence 
its nickn;lme 'the crusher' , Many NCQs who 
later became officers continued TO wc:u this 
vc ry popular cap throughout th e wa r, and 
some individu;lls hired private tailors to make 
va rlams of it with le;uher peaks, velvet b:lnds 
and si lk linings. The regulation SS badges in 
whi te metal were prescribed for the NCO's 
fie ld cap, but phorogr:lphic ev id ence 
ill ustra tes a wide var iety o f insi gnia, both 
mewl and cloth, being worn with iL 

In 1939. :1 less elaborate ve rsion of the 
field-g rey pea ked cap W;'IS au th orised for 
we:'lf by N CO s in rh e vicin ity o f rheir 
b:'lrracks. It W:'lS onl y after the black un iform 
had ceased to be worn as walking Out dress 
that other ranks were issued with. or allowed 
to purcha se , the field-gre)· peaked cap fo r 
walking out. It was si milar to the officer's 
Sc hirmmi.itze, but had a black leath er 
chinst rap rather than ahuuinium chincords. 
a nd a sim ple cloth band instead of a velvet 
one. In June 1939. officers werc pcrmitted to 
purchase a non-regu lat ion white-topped 
peaked cap for wear with the new summer 
uniform . 

The outbreak of w:lr in St:ptember 1939 
witnessed the fir st use by some rea r e<.-hdon 
SS units of th e so-<:alled Edelst:thlhdm. whICh 
had previousl}' been issued only to police ;\I1d 
firemen and wa s manufa ctured from a thin 
ga uge steel. Soon afterwards. following army 
practice, an inverted chenon or sOl/tllche of 
braided piping in the appropriate branch of 
s('rvice colour began to be worn on rhe front 
of the other ranks' field cap, a bo ve th e 
dearh's head hu tt on, which wa s thereafter 
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5s.Gr~er GiBe 'MIS the fist Woffe!l-SS rt'opient of the Kfjghrs (IOS~ 
with Oo~, Swords ood Dicmoods. For ttas p!ese!lJOtioo ~tDgrQlil, 

taken 00 20 ~ 19~4, he WOO! c line e~ of !he S5 genercfi 
Schirmniitle, wirll ok.miwm p!ping. 

pai nted fi eld-grey. Armed 55 o ffi Cl' rs still had 
no regulation field cap of the ir own. and 
during the firs t few months of rhe war man\' 
of th em purchased the 1938-rnod(-1 a rm~ 
offi cer 's fo rage cap and replaced or covered 
the nation al cockade with ei ther a metal S5 
dearh's ht'ad or a small si lve r o ne remO\'ed 
from a n army panzer co ll a r patch. Thi s 
obvious sho rt com in g in SS headgcar was 
remedied in December 1939, howc\'cr, when 
a new field ca p was authorised specifically for 
Waffen-55 offi cers. It was again boat-shaped 
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but did nOi have ;1 scalloped front. and the 
side panels WCfC gcml)' sloping in the style of 
rhe Luftwaffe Fl icgcrmune . The tOp of rhe 

flap wa s piped in alu mini um cord , and 
ins ignia consisted of the SS cagle and 
Toren kopf machine-woven in aluminium win..' 
on a black ground. A Waffenfarbe SOI//llehe 

was worn oYer the de.uh's head. All officers 
wc(c instructed to equip themselves with the 
new field cap by I January 1940. 

On 2 1 March 194 0, rhe gaudy black, 
white :ttld rcd swastika decal was ordered 10 

be removed from 5S steel helmets for the 
duration of the war, for camoufl agt' n:'lsons. 
At rhe same time, helmets began to be 
paimed in a dukcr shade of field-grey and 

given a rough surface texture which was less 
prone 10 reflecting the light. In June. an order 
prohibited furrher manufacture of the white· 
tOpped summer peaked cap. On 15 October 
1940, the o ther ranks' 1934-pattcrn field cap 
was rcplaced by a new style c hi ffchcn 
idem ical in cut 10 the officers' version. It 
became known as rhe ' Fel dl11urze neuer An', 
or new model fie ld ca p, 3nd featured a 
machine-woven eagle and dearh's head o n the 

fronr of the cap instead of rhe Torenkopf 
burton and sid(' eagle. On I December the 

same year, rh e fI('dg hng Waffen-S5 alpine 
units received a field -grey Bergmiirze, or 
mountain cap, to be worn ins tead of the 
Sc h;ffchen. Ir was of basic ski-cap design, 
with a shorr peak to provide sufficiem shade 
from the glare of the sun and snow. The 
scalloped side flaps could be lowered to CQ\'er 
the ears. and fastened :It the front by means 
of tWo ~ma ll bUTTon s. Officers' caps had 
alumi nium piping around the c rown. Insignia 
comprised a woven death's head on rhe from 
of the cap and an eagle on the [eft side. 

In February 1941 . the manufacture and 
reraili ng of Waffen -S5 peaked ca ps WOlS freed 
from RZ M contro l. nnd from rhell on the 
Schirmmurze cou ld be made to individual 

o rder by private hailers. Four weeks later, thl' 

no 

19 16. 191 Sand RZM model steel helmets, 
and :lI1 y old stocks of e,mh-grey doth 

headgear still in us c, were ordered to be 
w it hdrawn from service, and sent to the 
co ncentration camp and pri so n workshops 
for processing and re -issue 10 \'(lehrmach t 
reserve units. The winter o f 1941-2 saw the 
first widespread use (If fur caps. particularly 
captured Russian IIsha"kl!S, by the \\;laffen· 
55. An almost ind('5('"ribable range of official, 
se mi-official Olnd unofficia l winte r caps 
quickl), dcveloped, and the insignia utilised 

wa s entirely d ependent upon what waS 
available at th e time. Metal Schirmmiitze 

badges. cloth Feldmi.itze Insignia. s leeve 
eagks and even death'S heads cut from S5-
Totenkopf-Di\'is;on collar patches have bt-en 
obsen'ed in phmogmphs. 

On 1 August 1942. the smooth inward 
crimping of rh e sH'el helmet nm was 
abandoned for economic reasons, giving the 
model 1942 helmet a much sharper 
silhouette. The next momh, rhe SOlltaclle was 

dropped and no longer featured on field caps. 
B)' 1943, practical experience at the from hOld 
shown the Schiffchen to be almost useless in 
comparison ro the I~.'rgmfltze. On 1 October 
Ih at year, therefore, :1 Ill'W fidd cap W3~ 
introdu~ed w rep!:l ce all its predecessors . 
Known as the Einheitsfeldmurze, or standard 
field cap, ir WOlS vcry similar TO the mauma;n 
cap but had a longer peak .lnd lower crown. 
On I November 1943 . the 5S runes helmer 
decal was di scontinued for the duration of 
the war. The year 1943 also saw the 
introduction of the fe7 . or Tarbusch. for wear 

Instead of the field CJp by members of the 
Mu slim S5 units. The (1.'7. was made from 
heavy field-grey felt. with a dark-green silken 
ru.'tsd and standard WO\('11 insignia. The 
unlined interior had a thin leather sweatba nd. 

A version in maroon w.1S sometimes sparred 
by officers w hen wnlking out o r on parade. 
bur this was an unofficia l variant, obtained 
by conve n ing rhe standard ci\,tlian fez, and 

THE WAFfEH-SS 

On 1 0ct00er 1944, Ifrrmet spent lis ~ Yisililg WaffertSS IXIirs on the wesr«n hoot. ~ of !he 'fOIIlQ SS soldiers III this fh;It'9~ W8(I tile 
f rileitsfeldm.1tle. 

was a temporary exped ient pending is~ue of 
the ficld -gre)' Iype. Albanian Mu slims h:1d 
their own conical fez. In 1944, It al ian 55 
fo rmations made widespread use of forme r 

Italian arm)' field caps, peaked caps and steel 
helmets. with the addition of app ropriate 
Lns]gma. and in 1945 some Indian volunteers 

transferred from the Wehrmacht won' 
turbans wit h Waffen-SS uniform. For 
I-limml e r, that mu st have been Ih e '(inal 
straw' in the development of SS headgear! 

As with SS uniform in ge nera l, the 
afortll1cntioncd dates ;n the Story of headgear 
can bl' ilH'aluable in dating period 
photographs of Waffen ·55 rroops. The same 
can be said of tunk's. so they a lso merit sam!;! 

derailed coveT3gc. i'o.'lembers of the first a rmed 
55 units wore the 1932·pa rrern black service 
uniform on nil occasions. It was identica l (0 

the ou tfit issurd to the Allgemeine-55, bUI 
whi le it was impressive when worn on parade 
or when walking out, it proved totally 
imp ractica l for use in the field or when 
performing general harrack duties. In order 
10 protect the black uniform in such 

circu mstances, tunics and rrousers 
manufactured from a ligh tweigh t grey-whitl' 
cotron drill werc produced in the summer of 
1933. Officers and NCOs subseq uentl y wore 
a drill jacket which was cut I'cry much like 
the black runic. although someti mes wirh 
conc('alcd buttons . and on which collar 
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The floppy, bcttIe-worn awealllO(e 0/ the 'crusher' cop mOOe it 0 popJkr item of heodgeor ~r up ltlh1!he em 01 the WIll. Here it i'i worn by I'Ml N{(h of SS­
PonZflI-AufI:k'IlIlQ5-Abtehlg 1 01 KlMOOrrocke il lhe Ardemes, 17 {)e(errbet 1944. The ~hwimmwogen cLivef has lined 00tseIf 001 wiTh a riviion Ieother 
molOlilg helmer. 

patches and a shoulder strap were worn. 
Othtr ranks had a less anmcrivc, shapeless, 
badgcl(:ss tunic with a standing colla r. 

AT rhe beginning of 1935 a new earrh-grc}' 
uniform, identical in style to the black service 
outfit, began to be distributed to soldiers of 
the Lcibstanda rtc and SS- Verfugungsrruppe, 
alt hough it was not referred to in offici;tl 
orde rs u nti l 25 No\'em ber of that yea r. 
Enl isted men's tunics had five buttons down 
the front instead of fOUf. and coul d be worn 
closed at the neck . Since the stan dard SS 
armband with its bright colours \Vas clearly 
un su itable for fie ld usc, it was replaced on the 
left arm of the earth-gre}' runic by an cagle 
and swastika. In ~'larch 1936, an earth-
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brown version of the uniform was produced 
for everyday work wear for 55-
Totenkopfverbande personnel on duty withi n 
the confines of concentration camps. It wa s 
not to be worn by sentries at the main gate, 
who were on view to the pub lic, o r as a 
wa lking out dress. T he eart h-brown runic 
sparred colla r patches, a shou lder Strap and 
the 55 armba nd. 

In 1937, the earth-grey and earth-brown 
unifo rm s of th e 55-VT an d 55·T V were 
replaced by a new standard ised fie ld-g rey 
uniform. It was based on rhat of the arm}'. 
but the Feldbl usc rerained the t)' pically 55 
features of slanting slash si de pockets and a 
black- and sih'er-pipcd collar which was the 

THE WAFFEHS 

T1wee Ss.tloop~rurmliiv81 ollOChed ro the 'Hordsdu' !M5ioo 01 the end 011943. Their decorations indicate thor they are Gennoo 
r(l1ioooIs. The o/fK8I in the middle, 0 veteron 0/ rite SAjSS rltt 01 BllMlS'Iti<k irl 1931, wm !he bIook righr-oood (Ob IXIlrn ijlOIled 
by some 'HardsdJor' peMH'lel prior to the inlloduction 0/ the rivisionoI s(imiklf and swoshl0 IXI/th. Nole also the eaIy use of rooroon 
fellas IJld Sryrioo !.'liters. 
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lleIMn\n _. dwof~ by "".-_!he ~ fojgo>o mm. ..... 1934. The m"". _ '" OJ "" , 
used in ~ wi1b !he [~ and leeches cj !he bbk servO m.m. No" also !he 1M pJfIem lAH ~ der:1E. 

same colour as th e rest of the runic. The 
followi ng year, the Lcibsrandarte began to be 
issued wirh army tunics, distinguished by 
their un piped dark-green colla rs and pleated 
patch side pockets, for wear during training. 

AI thc end of 1939, the sudden forma tion 
of the SS·Totcnkopf-Division and the Paljzei­
Division necessitated rh e widespread and 
general use of army· issue tunics since there 
were in suffici ent quantities of the SS-style 
field ·grey uniform 10 go round. Because of 
the basic differences in cut between the twO 

patterns, and Himmlcr's desire for uniformity 
of dress. various conrradictory orders were 
issued during rhe winter of 1939-40. 
prescribing which omfits should be worn by 
officers as opposed to NCOs and other ranks, 
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when the)' should be bunoned or unbu rroned 
;\1 the neck, and so on. These orde rs were 
generally ignored by all concerned, and the 
rcsult was a fair mixture of dress worn 
simulmlleously within even rhe smallest units. 

B), Ma y 1940, ,lnny tuntcs had begun to 
make their inevimble appea rance in the rank:, 
of the SS-Verfligungsd i\'ision. and they soon 
became universal throughout the Waffen-SS. 
During the cullrse of 1940, their dark -green 
collars were phased out in f3vour of field ­
gre)' o m's. :lI1d that August the black and 
sil ver collar piping was disconrinued. From 
1942, purel )' (or reasons of e.:onomy, parch 
pockers were mad e without pl ea ts and in 
1943 the lower edges of the pocket flaps were 
straightened. The wool conren t of the model 

THE WAFFfN -SS 

IAH, ss.vr en:! Ss.rv liflU!fS on_ DIl15i:Ie the ffhar ~ in MlndI, 9 NMrOOer 1938. fUilo tIis period. me bIOO: ncwm wm stI used by the 
ImId SS on ter~ octillions, Ilere being worn willi rile <imiri.n! wit oirpIelfeS en:! brocoda belt of rOfllllmlOlled rri. /Igj of Ihese men lllW been 
iSSUed wirh me M35 steel helnel. ~ a few sri reroin the mxlilionol M 16/ 18 pJllern. 

1943 tunic wa s al so dra s ti cally redu ced , 
which resulted in poor thermal insul :nion and 
a low tensile s tren gth, On 25 Septcmber 
1944, an enrirely new style of field SCn' tce 
tunic based on rhe Briti sh arlll y battledress 
blouse was introduced for wear by a ll 
Ge rman ground combat units , incl uding 
members of auxiliary formarions such as rhe 
RAD and NSKK, This uniform rl'quired 
co n .. iderably les s cloth than the ea rl ier 
models, and the no rmal triple or do uble belt 
hook location holes were reduced 10 onl~' one 
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position. Moreover, the internal field dressing 
pocket W:lS omitted, t\ universal colour called 
'Fc ldgrau 44' , which was more slate-grey­
green than field -grey, wa~ dcvised for the new 
oUlfit in an effort to smndardise the various 
militar), and paramilitar)' uniform colours 
hithcn o seen o n Ihc b:mlefield. Hmve\'er, in 
rcalit),. many different shades of it emerged. 
The 1944 field uniform was \'er)' unpopular, 
and was not issued in sufficient quantities to 
change the appea ran ce of the Waffen -55 
radicall )" 
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The \'KIM 01 Khorkov: aolf t.\OOOs, 'Sew' Oierrich. R~ Lehmann and Hubert Meyer" ~ 1943. M!!IiJs wear; a sllJlldmd issue (lmy pnnem IiekI blouse, 
whicb is rougher il aweorCIKe moo !he prMUeIy IOIbed MIls 01 l}ietri(h 000 lelrncm. Meyt/'s turit is a converted prewar 'Red', and slil bears the 

1936-81* 55 arm eagle. 

The unifo rm regulations for Waffen·SS 
officers differed somewhat from those for 
othe r ranks. Until 1939, office rs in th e 
Lci hstandarte and 55-VT had only one field­
grey runic, th(' 'Rock', which was idenrical in 
cu r to the black S5 se rvice runic and was 
always worn open at the neck with a brown 
shi rt and black ric. At the beginning of the 
war. some SS officers avoided the expense of 
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ha vi ng to bur a field blouse for combat wear 
by having their exist ing tunics conve rted, 
wilh the addition of srand-and-fal l collars 
which could be closed 31 rhe neck. Others 
had dark ·green open- necked co llars fitted , 
('ven though that was expressly forbidden by 
H immler. A numb('r of si milar stop-gap 
measures we re t:lken un ti l the iss ue of a 
ge nera l order in Dece mb('r 1939 , which 

IHE WIFfEN·II 

stipulated that officers' field tunics were 
hencdonh to be identical in styl(' to those of 
orher ranks. Throughout the remailHk'r of the 
war, Waffen-SS officers generally wore ei ther 
privaTel y tailored field blouses like those of 
thei r a rmy colleagues, or basic issue tunics 
purchased from Iheir lInlt SlOres . White 
summer ve rs ions were ;\Iso produced, 
;llrhough thest' were officiall y prohibited in 
June 1940, and the olive-green waterproof 
co tton duck from captu red Soviet 
groun d shee ts was ofte n made lip inro 
ligh tweight unl ined fie ld tunics for hot 
weather usc on the eastern front. 

A (~ed Ss.SItJrmloon of the l.eilsttnbTe is qJ8S1iooed I~OO;J R~ 
OOnkrotes fem! iltis~, ool\lm 19~4. He weas me roodeI1943 
II.fK with strriljrt jOO::er ~, til! 0 Icte WIll' fIIIKlC!.hea:Ie crm •. 

Three Waffeo-SS mecical oIfi<ers InSist personnel 01 me 1 STh (xollish) Division after me lbermioo of Net.Jtl!9lmme {OIKe!lnofoo romp. April 194 5. The 
Un~lIKmfiher 00 !he left weoo the 194~ field ooliOlm, ~h bears 0 snikilg resembkrKe 10 the Brifish umy ooll\edrm aI!.o shown ilThe ~togr~. The 
moo ilThe (enne. wiTh the .1.141 hI1K. 1m {onna&rory Jeri: iIsiglio, i.e. !he {ollar palch of on UnrersllKmfLtuel om shoulder snaps of OIl ~Mrnflh9l. 
The EinheirsfeldmUrze WOOl by the rtird SS oIfi<er sportS the rorely seen rriorguku ooe?l<e eagle ood deoTh's head insiQnio. 



HIMMLER ' S BLACK OROER 

As tunics developed, so roo did their 
matching trousers. The 1937-patt("rn S5 field 

trousers, or Feldhose. had s traigh t kgs for 
wear with j:lckboors. whereas Ihe Keilhose. 
or wedge trousers, of J uly 1941 had tapered 
borroms designed to fit inside the new ankle 
boors a nd ga iters. Officers on duty in th e 
field generalty won: riding breeches. with 
grey buckskin reinforcements on rhe scat and 
inside itg. In August 1944. howeve r, they 
were o rdered to wea r on ly long trousers. [0 

show a degree o f uniformity with their men. 
Needless 10 sa)" that o rder "las seldom 

adhered to. 

Wh il e most Waffen-SS units wc re issued 
with one or morc of the foregoing series of 
uniforms, depending upon their dates of 
form:ltion. the h alians alone Wl're nor. At the 
end of 1943. SS-Ohergruppenfiihr cr Karl 
Wolff, rhe H Spf in h aIr, s uccessfu lly 

bargained with rh e arm y's Quartermaster­
General for the supply of 100,000 captured 
If;'lli:!.n army uniforms for wear by his S5 and 
police anti-purisan forces. Man y of these 
itcms were subsequl:"ntly used to kit alit th e 
24 th a nd 29th SS divisions. whast' members 
d uly spom·d a hodge-podge of ltali:!.n ga rb in 
grey-green . colonial khaki and Med iterranean 
ca mouflage, with thei r own unique insignia. 

The crcation of standardised ca mouflage 
clothi ng was thc most significant col1tribut ion 
of th e \X/affen-SS to the hi story o f nti li tarr 
uniform development, and had a profound 
eHect 011 the appearance of a ll modern 
sold iery. In February 1937. S5-Sturm­
bannfilhrer W ilhelm Brandl , who was a 
Doctor of Engineering and commrillder o f the 
SS-VT reconnaissa nce battalion, began work 
on the des ign of c:ul\ou fla ge clothing and 
equipment for usc by his troops. H C' s hared 
his task with the Nl unich professo r Johann 
Geo rg OttO Schick, and their prO[Qt ypC" 
camoufla ge grnundsheels and helmet covers 
were successfu lly tested by the SS-Stllndarte 
-Deu tsch land' in field manoeuvres th e 

follow1I1g December. during which it wa s 
estimated that Ihey would reduce battle 

casualties by 15 I'er cent. In June 1938 . 
patents in respect of these items were gnllHed 
10 Ihe Reichsflihrcr-S5. so [h:1.I they could not 

be copied br rhe army, :lnd br I No\'embcr 
contractcd production was under wfly using 
the firms of Warei, Forster and Joring . By 
January 1939, despite gre;) t difficulties in 
obtaining surficicTlI quantities of waterproof 
cotton duck and the fact that priming had to 
be done by hand, 8,400 groundsheets and 
6.800 helmet covers had been s uppli ed to the 
SS-Verfiigungsr ruppc. Smocks were also in 
the cou rse of distribution. and Hausser 
instructed that at le.;l.st nvcnty of these should 
be held by each comp.;l. n}, for the exclusive 

usc of assault t roops. 
Ca moufl age clothing was nOt widely worn 

during the Pol ish campaign, but even so the 

revolutionary 55 grou nd sheets and helmet 
covers earned high pr::lise from Generalmajor 
Kem pf, who senr sam ples of them to th e 
Army Hi gh Command In Berlin for 
evaluation. By June 1940, hand-printing h:3d 
been superseded by :3 much faster ma chine 
process usi ng 'Anthrasol' and ;Indanthrelle' 
dy('s, which allowed the mass production of 
33,000 smocks for delivery to all field units 
of du' Waffen-SS. The evcr-present problem, 

howe.ver, cve n at th at early date . was the 
shortage of raw materials. It was calcu lated 
that over 42,000 meues o f waterproof corron 
duck would be rcquired ever)' month to 

produce sufficient numbers of groundsheets. 
helmet covers and smocks . and by January 
1943 supplies had all bur run out, r(,sulting in 
its repl:1cement by drill material which had 

no waterproof qualities. 
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Many strles of camouflage were ultimately 
manufa ctured simul taneously, inc luding the 
so-ca lled 'oak leaf' . 'p!;J.nc tree' , 'palm tree". 
'burred edge', ' fl ower' and 'dump' paHcrns. 

Fo ur co lou rs were gene ra lly used. and the 
tend(·ncy during the waf W:;lS IOwards 
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IIlCre:l.Si llgly sparred designs III lighter shad~s. 
Most garments made from wat(' rproof CaH all 

duck were printed o n bmh sides and were 
reversible, wi th one side predominantly green 

and Ihe othe r brown for use as local and 
seaso nal variations dictated. The la ter drill 
o utfits were printed o n one side o nlv and 
co uld nor be reversed. All of Ihest pa'ncrns 
we re issued ind iscriminarel}' t hroughout the 
\Xfaffen-S5. 

The g ro und shee t, or Zeltbahn, was the 
first item of camouflage un iform to sec 
widespread distribution among SS units . It 
W.;l.S triangular in shape, measuring 203 em x 

103 cm x 140 em, and could be worn as a 
ca pe or poncho, or buttoned together with 
three others to form a four-man rent. In fact. 
any number could be combined to make evcn 
largt'r shelters. When attach ing Zeltbahnen in 
such circumst:lI1ces care had to b{' taken ro 
use iden t ical, or at least sim ilar, patTern 
gro undshct"fs ro maintain the camouflage 
effect, and to that end identifying numbers 
were printed along their bases . Even when 
combining she h cr quarters of different 
designs, -p:lVing s labs' of colour were 
provided .. long the edges at regular imervals 

so that rhe va rious camoufb ge patterns 
would merge into each mher. In December 

1943, it was decided not to issue anv more 
grou ndsheet.s to men on th (~ eastern fr~m for 
economic reasons, and by September 194 4 
their production had ceased completely. 

The steel helmer cover was produced from 
segme nt S of Zelrbahn material , il ild 
co nsequentl y occasionally featured th(· 
Ide ntifying printed pattern number. It was 
designed to conform to th e shape of the 
model 1935 Srahlhelm :lI1d was attached by 
means o f three 5pring-lo:1dcd blackened st('el 
cl ips held on by bare aluminium rivers, Om' at 
each side and one at the rear. The 1937 
prototype also had a fourth frontal clip, bUi 
that was later replaced by a l)imp le fold of 
m:lterial and was never subsequently adopted 

. . . 
'\ .-, 

II""" .. ", """" ""'" _ ' ....... .....ru ood beOw, 
(OI'9lS. /My 1940. 

for field lise. Covers made from 1942 
ol1w;uds had loops sewn on to hold foliage _ 

The camouflage smock was a reve rsib le 
pullover garment ga thered at th e neck by 
means of an adjustable cord and at the wriStS 
and w;'Iist by elastic. It had nl) collar and the 
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A. COjltured Ss-umersclofiihrer bUlg 580Iched ~ hb-toy 1945. His lock of colb lTesse nIilCles Iha1 rm IlDI was prcb:rt*f !lKanriy IJOIOOted il the field . 
The lJ'dyed grey-wlite i11etior of !he comoul\oge di h,.(li( is deOOy 'IISibIe. 

first pattern had no pockets. only m 'o \ crtical 
openings at the fronl which g..we the wearer 
access to his runic underneath. Du ring the war, 
va rious modifications WCfC made to it incl uding 
the adoption of a longer 'skirt', foliage loops 
sewn in threes f O t he shou lders and uppe r 
sleeves. and the addi tion of two side pockets 
with bunoned flaps. However. all smocks 
conformed to Ihe standa rd manufacturi ng 
process. being cut out from a long strip of 
Zcl tbahn n13 tl'rial. wi th a central hole for 
fining over the head . Product ion cC;lscd in 
January 1944. a lthough smocks continued to 

be worn widdy until the end of the WM. 

On 15 Apri l 1942 a camouflage face mask. 
which had initially bren reiected by Hausser 
during prewar trials, was issued fo r use In 
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conjunction with the helmet co\'er and smock. 
It comprised a series of slfings fined to an 
elasticated strap and hung like a curtain over 
the face. The mask was very effective when 
used in bushy or grassy terrai n, and was much 
prized by snipers. O n 1 June the same yea r, a 
camouflage fie ld cap, again made from 
wate rproof Zel tbah n material, was 
int roduced. h was shal>cd like the Bcrgmune 
and was genf:rallr un lined a nd reversible. 
From December 194 2, sJx:cia l insignia woven 
in green and brow n artificial si lk were 
produced for wear on the cap, but they do not 
appea r to have been widely adopted. 

On I l\tlarch 1944, a ca mou flage version of 
the drill uniform was illlroduced for bo th 
field and working dn:ss. It comprised a tunic 

THE WAfFEN·\\ 

Waffen-55 WOOlly ocIYoociIg rlYOLiJh Ifle Ardennes, De!:trnber 1944. The JTQ'I i1 the ilxegroood, (limed willi 00 MP40, W!O:S the comoufuge lD1 jor:ker on 
lOp cI 0 sltnbd ~ey hri:. 

and trousers in the same CUt as the model 
1943 fie ld un ifo rm, but m.ld e frum 
lightweigh t unlined herringbone rwill with a 
standardi sed spotted or 'pea' pattern 
camouflage printed on one side o nl y. It coul d 
be worn o n its own during the summer, or on 
fOp of a standa rd field un iform in cold 
weathe r. and was des igned to rep lace the 
smock and , ultimately, the normal field and 
dri ll uniforms. Only [he eagle and swastika 
and spccial ra nk badges were intended to be 
worn o n th e left s leeve o f th e luni c, bu t 
shou lder st raps and other insign ia were also 
occasionally seen. Between I No\'ember 1944 
a nd 15 Ma rch 194 5, di stributi o n of the 
camoufl age drill unifo rm was suspended 
becau se of into lt rab le losses during the 
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winter months. In effect, it was ne\'e r re­
issued. 

\'(/ hile Ih e vast majo r ity of WaHen-5 5 
troops wo re onc or mo rc of th e fo regoing 
cam o ufl age ga rme nt s, [here were man }' 
instances of non -regu lation items bcing 
adopted. It was not uncommon for tunics to 

be tailor-made in th e field usi ng spare 
Zelt bahn ma teria l. and large quantities of 
caps. tunics and trousers in German cut were 
manufactured from captu red It alian 
camouflage cloth in 1944. Thne were also 
iso lated cascs of Waffen -55 per sonnt' 1. 
particularly members of the 14th S5 Division, 
wearing German army-pattcrn camouflage 
smocks. A photograph c"en exists apparently 
showi ng th e captu re of an 55 sn iper in 
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On 9 hAy 1940, the reun:USSCl1(e bct!rioo Ii the S~ clOSSed!he Hen03ye Brd;te on rbe fllllCo-S!o'ish In. 10 loon 0 goord rJ Imu 
01 0 meemg belWeMllfiIIM IRI Genen:A frtlKO. Jllese men lJe hom !he tm'lOIIed ell piQtoon. en:! -.eo: !he 55 pcIIHIj(de cn:Ilhe iIfoled Bosi:ermltle, 

....... """""'!llo!Iy ... eoIt •. 

NOfllHl nd y who is wearing rhe one -piece 

camouflage ove rall iss ued to US tTOOp S 

serving in the Pacific theatre. Howeve r, that 
may well have been a propaganda shot staged 
by th e Allies. By th e spr ing of 1945 i l had 
become apparent tha t bo th the Wehrrna.cht 
and Waffcn-SS sho uld ideall y have one 
common camouflage parrern. After va rio us 
tes ts and !rials carried OU I b )' Schick a nd 
three SS officers from the BekleidunSIOwerke 
at Da chau, a new design incor pora ting 
carbon-black segmenTS which had th e cffect 
of protecti ng th e wearer aga inst infra-red 
detec t ion was introduced. It neve r saw 
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diSfrihurion during rhe Third Reich, bur was 
to fo rm the basis of the camouflage patterns 
adoptcd by mOSt post- 1945 armies. 

5-Vr armollrl·d troops received their own 
black pan7 er uniform in 1938. Irs specia l 
headgear took the fo rm of a floppy woollen 
berct, or Basken mii tze. fitted over an interna l 
crash helmet, the S(.'hUTllllu tzc, whic h 
compr ised a hea\ ilr padded liner. A la rge 
embroidered S5 cagle and a uniquely designed 
Totenkopf, no t unlike the arm y's pa nze r 
death's head but Wit h a lower jaw in the SS 
style, was sewn on to the front of rhe beret. 
The Basken mutze W:1S disconti nued in 1940 
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SSo&lmllrn'iiher MidIIIl Willnml ood lis ~e ftgef ot.Wm. beItg cleccwo!ed II Jcnoy 19H They were kIed near (oen se't'eIl moruhs 1oteI, 
bulOOl belOIt riley hod become It.! nmt !iIJ((mftj I8Q'n d ltd: ~ in ilstory, desl1oyW1g MUD enemy vetQs.1Wy!he gtmeI, ~ Wol 
(secCil'd frem left), SI.nived Ifle WII . 

after proving impractical in combat. It was 

replaced by a black version of the Schiffchcn 
fie ld cap, which in turn was superseded by a 
black Einh eirsfe ldmiitze in Octobe r 1943. 
Th e Waffen-S5 tank tunic. or Panzerjacke, 
was a sho rt. tight-fitting double-brea sted 
black jacket fastened with concealed buttons. 
h d iffered frolll its army counterparr in thtu 
the fro nt was cu t vcrtica lly instead of being 
slanted . t he lapels were smaller and there was 
no cemral sea m down the back. The colla r of 
the jacket was piped in si l\'er for offictn bUi 
was unpipcd for other ranks. and only NCOs 
of the Leibstandarre were permitted to sporr 
rheir regu la tion colla r tresse. 
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In the spring of 1941, a fi e ld-grey version 
of the panzer uniform was issued to mt'mbcrs 
o f the Lei bstandarte's 5turmgcschiitz· 
Ahteilung. By August 1942 thi s outfit had 
been di~trihuted to other assault gun units. 

and four mon ths later irs wear was extended 
to all Waffen-S5 anri -t:1 nk fo rmations. 

On 15 J an uar y 194 3 , S5 panzer c rews 
received a one-p iece combin a tio n work 

uniform made of camoufla ge waterproof 
cotton duck . identical to the material used in 
the manu facture of the smock and Zehbahn. 

At the sa me time, a winter com bination made 
frol11 two th icknesses of doth, white on one 
s ide and field -grey o n the other, was 
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Introduced and was \\orn \\ Idcl~ during the 
Battle of Kh.,rkO\. These coverall com­

blllations were nCHr 'ery popula r. simpl)' 
hecause of the ,hfficultr of getti ng in and OUI 

of them. Th.1t bet, aHied widl the success of 
the denim gear then on issue and the ('xtrcmc 
shortage of waterproof conon duck, led 10 

the decision ix'ing 11l3de 10 January 1944 to 
discontinue tht' l-amoufl.lge combination and 
produce instead a lightweight version of the 
panzer uniform in camouflage herringbone 
twill. It duly appeared IWO months later. a t 
the same rin1l' as th" camouflage drill uniform 
introduced for all other Waffen-55 units, and 
it was in the same stand:trdiscd sporred 'pea' 
pattern, unlined and printed on one side only. 
The camouflage panzer uniform ~3W 

Widespread ser\' ice. particularly on the 
western fronL On 1 NO\·cmber diS(fihution 

ceased for the winter, and the camouflage 

outfi t wal> nevcr re-issued. 
\X' hile the clothing of \'('affen·5S armoured 

personnel rell1:1ined fairly standard, there wa .. 
one major iniliali\'(' at divisional k'vel which 
drastically :1ltered the appt":1rancc of many 
panzer crews p:micip:Hing. in the l"ormandy 
camp:1ign. DUring the autumn of 1943. the 
Leibst:lnda n e had been in\'olved in disarming 
capilUlatcd It alian forces and in fighting 
parrisans in nonhern lnlly. In the procesS. tht: 
division h:1d confis(-atcd huge qu:uttities of 
ab:1ndoncd 1(:1l i;1I1 motor transport and 
uniform equipm ent to suppleme nt irs own 

limited suppli es. Among rhe uniform items 
seized were I:trg{' numbers of German U-boat 
le:nher jackers :1nd trousers. origmall~t sold by 
Hitler [Q ~tussolini's I1<wy. and \'ast stocks of 
Italian :1rmy camouflage m:uerial. The laner 
was quickly used to produce caps, runics and 
o\'eralls in the German style, which wen· 
distributed to soldiers of th e Leibstandarte 
and ' H itler;ugend' in France. The V·boat 
clothing went almost exc1usi\'cly to the young 
tank c rewS of ' H ltlerjugcnd', and duly 
protected manr of them against serious burns. 

Waffen-SS paratroopers also had their own 
order of dress. SS-F.lllschirmjl1ger Samillon 
,00 was formed for '~pecinl duties' at the end 
of 1943, in the w,lke of S · l-! aup tsturmHihrer 
Ono Skorzeny's much -vaunted liberation a( 
the deposed illussolini that Sep({'mbcr. which 
had had to rely on Luftwaffe glider and 

pa ralroop suppOrt. Cu ntrary to widespread 
belief. rhe batr:llion was nor a penal unit. It 
was composed entirely of \,olllnu·ers . full} 

trained in a paratroop role. and nil ItS officers 
and NCOs were proft'ssional soldiers wirh a 
great deal of front-line experience . Thi s 
expe rt ise . combi ned with the Waffen -55 
erhos. produC{-d paratroopers of outslanding 

ability. 
The first major action in \\' hieh [he 

battalion wa:. deployed. Ope rat ion 
' Rosselsprung'_ or 'K night's ;o.'lo\'e', involved 

ils being dropped b~' glider right on top of 
,\Iarsha l Tiro's vast parrisan headquarters 
complex at Basta si, near Dr"a r in Yugosl:l\'ia, 
wh<'re \X/in ston C hurch ill's son, Maj o r 
R,lndol ph Churchill , was head o f the British 
militaqr mission. The pbn was to capture 

Tiro un his bi rthday, 25 t-.Ia~ 1944, and hold 
him until suppOrt could arri\·e from the ' Prinz 

Eugen' Division and o th er nearby 
convenTional ground form,lllons. I-I ow("\'er, 
the 55 paras were too small a force to take on 
the partisan brigades entn' nched in Ih e 
mountain fortr ess. and they were surroLlnded 
in Drvar cl':metery and a lmost wiped out. T he 
sur vivors were reformed as 55-
Fall schir mjiige r Bata ill on 600. under 
5korzeny's command. and trained for a drop 
on Budapest CO capt ure the son of the 
recaicirr:1nt Hungarian leader Admiral 
Ha rth y, who duly capitulated to the 
Germans. Some 55 par:1troopers W("fC' late r 
involved in the Ardennes offensive a nd the 
remainder fought as inf~lntry on the eastern 

from, going into captiv it~ a t the end of the 

\\'a r. 
Of all the br;lIlchcs of the Waffen -55, least 
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SS jXIIll1IoopetS en~!lKhed in tile defernNtl jXlSilMm IJICI.RI Scbwtdr on rI!e eastern hOI'll, Febnuy 19~5 . AI weD' lId1woffe f~~, ood!he 
men .. !he Ioreguml have stcOOord Wafl8II'SS fieijgey Il.OO 

is known about Ihe clothi ng and eqUIpment 
of the par:lchutists. No official uniform 
orders ha\'c come to light. and a lmOST total 
re liance has to be placed on a ftw ex tant 

wartime phOT ographs. It appears that the 
Luftwaffe assumed responsibility not onlr for 
the training and rransportation br air of the 
SS paras, but also for supplying rhem with 
specia lil>t dress and equipment. When 

Skorzeny nnd his small jail\! 5S and Luftw.tffe 
commando force rescued _\lussolini from his 
imprisolllllt'llf a T Gr:lll Sasso. the~' all wore 
regulation air force trOpic,ll c\mhing with full 
Luftwaffe insignia. At a cclebr:Hory rall )' held 
ill rhe Ikrlin Spons Palace soon afterwards. 
however, the 55 men re\'erted to their normal 
field-grey uniforms. The members of the S5-
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FallschlTmj iiger Bat'a illone 500 and 600 wure 
1 940·parrern SS Schiffchen field caps. 55 belt 
buckles and ... tand ard Waffen-SS fi<:ld-grey 
tun ics with the in signi a of rh ei r previous 
units, since th ere were no spec ialiST 5S 

paratroop badges. The Luftwaffe supplied all 
their prmecti\'e clothing, which comprised: 
the normal paratroop steel helmet. with or 
witham the air force eagle decal and 
geometric ·splilller·-pattern camouflage cover: 
the ·splinter· ·panern ca mouflage paratroop 

smock, wllh ur without Luftwaffe breast 
cagle: blue-~r('y or field-gre}' paratroop 
trousers; can vas gaiters: and ankle boots. Om­
sun' iving photograph shows two German 
paratroopers weari ng <;tandard 55-issue 
camouflage smock<;. but th("Se are thought to 
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b~ Luftwaffe FallschlrmJiiger personnel," 
Ital), who would han' had the opponunif} of 
obtaining 5S slllocks from th", 'Herm;lnn 
Goring' Panzer Division, which was kined 
out with them. Another unique pictUf<­

illustrates an S5 p :;mHrooper apparently 
wearing the 'pea' panern camouflage drill 
[Uni, and trousers while fulfilling an infamry 
rolr on the ('aStern fron! ncar the end of the 
wac. 

\'<' h.le \'(/affcn-S troops never scn·ed in 
I orth Africa, there was a specia l SS tropical 
un iform. A numher of units, primaril}' the 
I.cib~nt ndarrc. · Wiking' . ' Prinz Eugen ' and 
' Relchsfuhrer-SS', saw action in the Balbns, 
so uthern RU SS ia and h aly, where rh e 
swe ltering sum mer condi tion s made the 
wcarlng of cOlwcnuonal uniform items very 
uncomfon tlble indeed. The demand for hot 
wcather clothing W3S usually localised and 
tcmporar)", howe\·er. so the dc,'dopmem of a 
;ropica] uniform for rhe Wtlffen~S W3S 

gr3dual and on an tld hoc basis. 
nlc first requirement for tropIcal clothing 

W3S \oiced in April 1941, during the hasri]} 

organised inv3sion of Greece. bur on 15 April 
Himmler specifically prohibited his offkcrs 
from using Ih(' recently Introduced army 
tropH:al outfit. COll5equcntly. troops of the 
Leibstan<bne and ' Reich ' complcted their 
(ace through the coumry wearing hea ... ), 
regulation tunic.;; 3TH.! headgear. which proved 
far from ideal. Son1(' members Took ro 
wear illS the baSIC SS sportS kit, comprising 
vest Jnd shorrs, when not engaged in combat , 
while otht'rs weO! b::are-chesred. A short-te rm 
partial solution was ::achIeved by the issue of 
German. Italian. Dutch and c3ptured British 
pith helmets, or Tropenhelme. di\'ened from 
the a rm)"~ 5th Light Dh'ision. However. theloe 
items \\ ere gCllerally unpopular .1Od were not 
worn in anr grea r numbers. When sported br 

the S. ther bore no insignia. 
During the autumn of 1941 , S-I)ivls lon 

'Wiklng' advanced deep Into the allC3SUS 

236 

region and ,he re31 nt' ed for hot weathe r 
clothing ag3U1 h.:callle app.Hent. FollowlI1g 
upon Il1m mler's proh ibit ion on the wear of 
the army',> olive-green tropical uniform, some 
'Wikin~' personnel adopt£'d Ihe luftwaffe's 
vcrs 1011 inSh!ad. It was ml1de from light Ian 
COItOIl drill and compri sed an unlined four· 

pocket runic, Schiffchcn field cap and bagg)' 
trousers. All Luft\\ aUe insignia WNe remOl'ed 

and repl::aced b)' st;wdard 55 b:ldgcs from rhe 
field'grey IIniform. On 15 Fcbrua rr 1943,55 
chcvrom in I.m-brown on black werc created 
for wear wilh rhe rrapic;)l tUllic by personnel 
of the ra nks of Stu rm mann 311d RotTcnfuhrer. 
At the same rime, the USe of colbr parches 
with the tropical tunic was forbidden. 

In Scpl("mbcr 1943, :l wholl), new and. for 
lIu' firsl time, formalised \'(la ffen-55 tropical 
uniform was introduced and distribuled o n 
an entire unit baSIS to the !uurmbngade 
·Reichsfuhrer·SS· on Corsica. The uniform 
was ::a strange hybrid and may, in fact, ha\'e 
bee n made b)' converting lra1Ja n clothing 

which had recemlr been seiz.ed by the 
German). T he lunic h.ld plc,Hed patch 

pockets in the army style. \\as coloured light 
tlln in the Luft waffe Style , alld fearured a 
ca ped effect across the upper section in rhe 
Itahan S.lhariann Sl) Ie, the peaks of the 'cape' 
forming thc upper pocket flaps. Insignia was 
ufficially restricted 1(1 sho ulder st raps , 
tropical sleeve chcv ro ns and a spec ial la n­
brown woven \'crsion of til t S arm cagle, but 
normal collar palches were also oceasiol1:llly 
seell. An S5 tropical field e::ap, to accompany 
the ne\\ runic, was 111 the sa me shape as the 
Einhcitsfeldmut"Le. but without rhe fbps and 

burrons. Cut like Ihe SS camoufl::age fidd C:lP, 
ir was again light tall in COklUf and sportcd :l 

tan·brown wo\en eagle and death's head. 
Photographic evidence ~uggesh that the 
1943-pattern Waffen-SS trop,,:31 wnic was 

on l)" ever Issued III q uan l itr to the 
5turmbrigade ' Reichsfiihrer·SS ' , 3nd even 
th en was not worn by member~ of that 

THE WAlTEN ,IS 

formation after rhey left Cor~rc:a to bccoml' 

the nucleus of rhe 16th 55-Panzcrgrcnadler 
Di\·islOn. 1 he Sru r mbrigade, a force of 
around 1.000 men which grew from 

H immler's es..:on hattalion, appe:n~ I(J have 
be"n dJO~en to field-test and evaluate the new 
tunic on (In experimental basis. Whether it 
wa) reported upon adversely. or whether 
economies and the lack of tropical t'::amp"igmi 
a frer 1943 dictated [hat no Illore stocks o f the 
tunic would be manufactured, is unknown, In 
any evcn t. it was ncver issued in large 
number:. again. although a few jackets were 
used by officers of rhe 'Skandcrbeg' Division 

a nd by men uf the 8th S5-Panzl'rgren::adier 
Regiment in Greece. The 5S tropical field C:l P, 
o n the other h3nd, was widely distributed 

among various units fighting in Ita I) during 
1944-5, and was a popular item of dress. 

During rhe lasl ye3r of the war. members 
of S5 formnt;(II1S fighting in Italy, Austria and 
the Balkans reverted to wearing :l l11ixwre of 
Wehrl11acht and Ita lian tropica l clolhi ng, as 
availahl lity a nd clima te dictated. lufrwaffe 
items were mOSt prized. particularly rhe (unic 
::and Schlffchen , and the lan er cou ld often be 
seen sporting metal 55 badges rcmoved from 

the peaked cap. Mor~o vl·r. despite the 
\'eTSatilit)" of rhe camou(]agc helmer cover, it 
was nOt ul1l.~ommon for \,(laffe n-SS men to 

pain! their stee l helmets sand -)'c llow whilt· 
serving in rhe ~'I cditcrrane(ln area. 

Vdfious items of protective dothing were 
widel~' di Stributed to \':raffen-SS personnel, 
irres pective of their branch of service. A ~ 

early as Jul ), 1935 . the Lei bstandarre W:lS 
issued with an earth.grey double-breas ted 
gre :u cOa l. o r M antel. which bore co llar 
piping :'lI1d full insignia. Th is ilem was 
superseded by a field-grey \'ersion in 1937. 
and wnh the milir:uy development of the SS­
vr and 55-TV there was a tendenc), to follow 

close!} afm}' !;«:atcoat fashions. which led to 

the gradual adoption of a dark -green collar 
and the ad hoc removal of collar patches. By 
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the ourbre.lk of war, rhe situ:lt;on as reg::ards 
gre::atco:u itl,ignia W;1 ~ muddled and va rious 
orders were issued in ,t n attempt ro clarify rhe 

position. The dark-green collar was officially 
approved in Dl'ccmbcr 1939, only to be 

coulcel1ed a few mOllths !::accr. Collar piping 
for other ranks became obsoleTe in August 
1940. and all survi\' ing examples of the old 
ea rth-grey coat were recalled in March 194 I. 
Officers with the rank of SS·Oberfiih rcr and 
abo\'e were permill"d to wcar the greatcoat 
with the rop three buttons undone. in order 
to expose their distinctive silver.grcy l::apt'b, 
and from 194 1 holders of the Knight 's Cross 
or :In)' OTher !leck ,lwa rd were a lso allowed to 
do so. for Ihe purpose of displaying their 
decorations. As the war progressed. many 
officers countered the declining quality of (he 
issue Mantel b)' ha\ ing greatcoats tailor-made 
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A s6 of !he SIs! (1f9*nI) DM5IM wnh IWO WoIferl'SS (~ II Horrncnty. Tht ~er il h mOte 'IttCJS lht,ePmon mororcydsr's (oat. No!! eM 
!he II'IOifio:II ollOdvnent of conk JO lis 'CMhe!' field {~. 

to their own specific:uions. These items 
incorporaltd such refinements as removable 
blanket linings, reinforced bunons. eXira 

pockets and detachable sheeps kin or fur 
collars. Tht: rC~lIlt of all this was that doztns 
of v"ri ~Hions on the basic W/affen-SS 
greollCO:l.t caine to be produced :lnd worn 
side-by-side. manr of them in contravention 
uf r~guI3Ilons. 1\loreover. a massive \'('rsion 

of th e ~\antel. ca lled the surcoat or 
Ubcrmantcl. was designed to be worn on tOP 
of the ordinary greatcoat by drivers of open 
motor \ chicles or rhose on static sentry dm)'. 

OffICers had the option of purchasing a 
fidd-grc~ leather greatcoat. but this item was 
extremely expensive and few subalterns could 
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afford H. There werl" ~l'v('ral varia nts, both in 
cut and in the li se of insigni3. As an 
3lternarive to the Ledermantel. many junior 
officer .. find NCOs bough t the much cheaper 
1935·putern fi eld-grey rainco3 t, the so-ca lled 
Regen Il13n1 e1. made of rublx'riscd COlion twill 
with a leather·like appearance. Others used 
the regula t ion mo rorcyclist's coat . or 
Krad .. chut:,.-ntanrel, which was first 
introduced for :Hrny despatch riders a nd 
evenruallr came to be widcl}' worn by a 
\' :J.rier~- of \Vehrmacht, Waffen-SS and police 
personncl durmg inclemclH weather, Early 
examples had a dark·grecn cloth collar_ but 
aher 1940 the whole coa t was made from 
rubberised fabric. The skirt could be- divided 
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and buttoned around the legs for ease of use 
on Ihe mororc~·cle. 

Following the disastrous wImer campaIgn 
of t 941 -2. when no adequate warm clothin~ 
was pro\,jded for German soldiers fighnng on 
the Rus .. ian front. preparations were made to 
design and supply appropriate uniform Hems 
with a view to a\'ening a simi lar crisis, 
Various fur, sheepskin and lambswool 
waistcO<Hs and caps wcre issued in the shon 
term, and :,now anoraks originally intended 
for mountain troops in Norway were diverted 
and shipped easr. \'(' here ver shortages were 
sri II apparent, captured Soviet winter clothing 
wa~ issued. aug men ted by civilian items 
collecled in German),. Throughout 1942, rhe 
Waffen -SS dcn'loped its own wimer comb,lI 
uniform, or Winlcr-Sonderbekleidung, 
independent of rhe Wehrmachr. h consisted 
of a hl·a,,}'. fur·lined parka-type coat In a 
wall'rproof cemem-grey gabardine. with 
matching overtrOUScrs. When snow lay on the 
ground. an undyed white cotton hooded 
smock :lnd trousers were issued. These were 
designed to be- worn on tOp oi the parka and 
o\'ertrou sers and were readi ly washable. At 
the end of the year, a padded rel'ersible parka 
in a waterproof r;lyon , white on one side and 
tan or re('d'green on the Other, was 
distributed for usc as a windcheah'r. 

The definiti ve Waffen·SS wim('r uniform 
did nor cnre r sc n ' icc umil 1943-4 , and 
comprised a hood , jacket, trousers and 
mittl' ns all made frorn tWO la ye rs of 
windproof m:l!erial with a wool-rayon 
interlilllng. The whole ou tfi t was reve rsible, 
being white 011 one side and SS autumn 
camouflage all the other, and \\'3S designed 10 

be worn O\'er the norlllal fietd uniform. The 
white side tendtd to get filthy very quickl)'. 
which defeated its purpose, so troops were 
o rd ered to wear the uniform with Ihl" 
ca mouflage side our unless they were 3ctually 
fighting in snow·covered terrain. During 
1944. a small number of sim ilar ga rm ents 
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1~ troopS 11 11ottN, Nod! 1943. The hri: {00lII0'Ider (whose 
top's dea!h's heocIlIas 00I0Sf Ia1en aft!1 ~ C11111Of1icd shee¢.r1 

waiskOClT, v.tIie lis toleogues 111M been issued wi!h the Iwbd (emen~ 

.~"'*'. 

were made utiliSing stocks of captured Ita lia n 
camouflage material. The 11l3nufaCture of fur· 
lined items for the \'(fatfen-SS was generall)' 
undertaken by th(.· Ostindustrie GmbH. and 
was a speciality of the SS- Bekleidungswerke 
in the Lublin area, primarily at the Poniatow<l 
and Trawniki labour camps, Fur garments 
removcd from concent ration camp inma tes 
throughout the Re ich were o rd ered to be 
co llected and forwarded 10 Lublin for 
reprocessing. It is a sad fact that many 
Waffen-SS so ld ie rs wore winler uniforms 
lined with fox-furs .1Ild stoles raken from o ld 
women who had died at Auschwitz , 
l\laidam·k. Sobibor and Trebli nka. 

Away from the frolll line. the basic SS 
"pOrts kit co mpri sed a white vest , black 
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hen !he luIined wiIl!eI' ,.1Illoon (0IiI1IOt _ ~ SLiOOen, 
wmnlll.lM~Walfell'SS~ooQstolil: 

posillon ifIlhe taropez Fares! 01 rha and of 1943 00s to;! to /MT to 

wr~ 0 bIonI:.el cr_ his ~!IId fetl. 

shorts, whitt' socks and bbck shoe), The 
frOll1 of the veST bore a large black woven 

badge featuring the SS runes within :1 circle. 
A black vest with reverse ins ignia colours \\'a ... 
a lso avadable a~ an alternative for wear 
during learn events where the opponenls 
''''Quld be in white. Members uf the 
Leibsrandan e haJ the il' own shield-shaped 
sportS vcst badge. comprising an c:lglc's hend 
surmounted by the 'LAH ' monogram. A two­
pieee black tracksuit with white 5S runes was 
issued for 'warming up' exercises. while SS 
fencers had silve r rUlies within ::l black 
diamond stitched II) the upper left 511.'("\1(" of 
the padded fenCing jacket. Sportswear was 

nOI generall~' i"w~d 10 the Waffen·SS ",fter 
1941, for rc=ason!> of {'conom),. and was 
Ihereafter rese rved for members of SpOHS 

leams ,Ind for wounded soldiers engaged in 
exercises .IIlJ physiotherapy dssociared with 

their rc(upcrat1on. 
The st:mdard footwcnr of the early armed 

55 rroops comprised tWO p;1ir~ of hi gh 
marching boots or ' jackboot's'. om' of \\lllIch 
was for daily usc and the other for parades. 
From 1934, Leibst3l1d arte non·commissioned 
personnel were ",Iso issued with a pair of the 
shaner army field service marching boors, the 
so·called Knobelbecher, or 'dice·iohakt'rs·, and 
a pair o f lace·up ankle boots for barrack 
duties. Officers gcnerall~ wQre high black 
riding boors which were priva(t'l), purchased 
and so were nOI of a sl'and:Hd pattern. The 
first wanime ecollomy measure to hit 5S 
footwea r was the reducti on in Ihe heigh I of 
the marching boot in Novembt'r 1939. The 
distribution of Knobelbcchcr to replacement 
and resene unit s ceased comple tely in 
November 194 0, and frum Jul ~ 1942 a 
standard lace-up ankle hoot was issued to 
mOSt Waffcn·SS personnel instead of th e 
marching boot, However, the very concept of 
sh orr boors and gaiters was hated b)' the 
majorit} of German soldiers. who spoke of 
'rctreat gaiters' and rctained their traditional 
high tnarchlllg boots for as long as possible. 
In fact. the larter made rh" wearl:r very proTH: 
to deve lo ping varicose vei ns. ,lIld many a 
Waffen·S5 infantrrman had cnuse to cur~e his 
prized jackboots in later lif('. 
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The boots Issued II) mountain troops had a 
~ pec lall r designed lace- up ankle and thick 
studded sole" to aid climbing :lIld ski ing. In 
the summer of 1943, the Waffcn·55 
den-loped it~ own style of mountain gaiters 
based o n the o ld Austrian army 'SI)'rian' 

pallern. These were made from \'arious t )'pes 
and olours of leather and ca nvas, cQ\'ered 
tht' !'Op oi the 0001 like spats, and 1;1I:(:d on 
the o ut side, Stynan g::lin,'rs were widely 
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distributed ro thc ' Prin z Eu gcll' and 

'Handschar' Divisions in the Balkans during 
1943-4. A number of heavy duty items of 
fU<lrwear. including o\'erboolS in compressed 
and mouldel..l fc:-It. leather o r thick la)'er~ of 
plaited Slra\\', were d{'\'ised to co mb<ll the 
5ub ·r.eru temperatures which regularly 
prevailed on the ('aste rn front, During 
1944-5. the qualit~r of issue footwear 
declined dramatically, and b~' the cnd uf the 
war it was not unCOlnllHln to see Waffen·5S 
soldiers wearing captu red enemy boots. 

While WaHen ·SS unifo rm s wcr~ in many 
ways di s tinCI frOI11 those of the other 
Wei1rm3("ht forccs. the \'(/affen·S~ was issued 

with thc same weapolls and equipment as the 
Germa n army during the Second \'('orld War, 
This ~quipmelll encompassed everything from 

belt lea thers, s traps and small arms, to 
mOrtars, armour and heavy artillery. Il1iti:llly, 
ordnance and \'ehid~s were painted field·grey 
or slare·grey, but by 1943 rhese shades had 
proved Impracrical when used on front" with 
different terrains. Consequendr, a dark sand· 
yello" .. · was univcrsally adopted throughout 
the Wehrmacht as the standard base colour 
for meta l equipment. During the remainder of 

the war. tanks, assault gUll!>, Panzerfa usts and 
c\'en hand grenade" left t he factorr paintC'd 
dark yellow, the idea being rh:u a secondar~' 

CO:lt of any appropriate camuuflage paint 
wuld be applied loca lly as required. 

,\ 42 mm·wide black leather waist belt, or 
Koppel, with 193 1·parrern 55 'box-' buckle in 
nickel·plated stee l or man grey allo)" was 
issued to all Waffen ·5S NCOs and o ther 
ranks and W3S worn with all orders of dress, 
Smce the beh W:h traditionally remon:d fo r 
safery reasons when a so ldier was placed 
under closc arrest (in case he hanged himself 
wilh it). its absence ca me IU be regarded as a 

degT3darion, and the only non-comnlissioned 
~rsonnel allowed out of barracks without 
wearing Ihei r belts were those in military 
hospit!lls or co n va l e~ci ng. Th ,· 5S o ffice r 's 
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buckle. w h ich was circular in shapC'. was 
devised for pcacC'time use and tended [0 

brealr: or come undone in action. However, all 
attempts to modif), it wcre rejected outright 

by Himmler on Ihc grounds rhat it h3d been 
'dC'signed by the Flihrcr himsdf. and based 011 

his ow n sketches', As II result, man)' officers 
;ldQpted either the sturdier rc\,"tangular other 
rallb' S~ buckle o r the basic rwo·pronged 
open·fuc," arm}' buckle when in the field. 

Most enliSted personnel in front-line S5 
units wert' armed with 7.92 mm Kar,9S k 
rifles: and M84/98 b.l >,OIlCIS, while NCOs and 
assa ult squad leaders had i\'IP38 and MP40 

subm:lchine·ouns. Other semi-autOmatic and 
amom.u ie;: weapons on common issue to the 
W3ffen · S~ included the MP18, YIGJ4. 
j\-IC 42. MP4J, 1\lI P44 and 1l.44. 
Entrenching roo Is, gas ma sks, bread bags. 
back ·pa cks, fighting kni ves, lTlap cases and 

binoculars were standard army issue, "Ibell 
some items of field equipmenr wcre made for 
thc in their own conCentT3 linn cam p and 
prison factories, Pisto l holsters were usually 
bought or issued wilh th eir a(,'companying 
wen pons. The- service pistols of the Waffcll·SS 
Werc tht· 9 mm 'Luger' Parabcllum POS and 
the Walther 1'38. although at the beginning of 
rhe W.lf largt num ber:. of obsolete wcapons 
suc h as rhc ;broomhandle ' j\llauser an d 
cap turC'd Czech and Poli sh pistols were 
frequently e;:arried ns well. The prderred 
officers' side·arm was the h:lI1dr 7.65 nUll 
\'(Iahhtr PPK, which could be purchased from 
the local SS Klciderk3sse on present;ltion of 
thC' officer's idem it)' papers. According to an 
o rder issued by Himmler On I January J 943 , 
Ihe pisrol had 10 be worn on the left hip. 
barrel faCing to Ih e back, wh en in the 
operational "lone and on the right hip, barrel 
facing to Ihe front, when on home territory 
(i.e. when rhe sword or chained dagger might 
be worn on rhe left side). In October 15J44, S5 
office rs were instructed to carry 10.lded 
pi~to l s al all rimes wh en in public, and 
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reminded to t<1kc CXtr:l (:He to ensur(- tha t 
they were not SIOIc=n when fr("qucming 
raih\;l~ st.llions, dance halb and the like, 

In addi tion to rhest', tht're werc sC\fcral 
ot her items of pe~onal equipment commonly 
ca rr ied by the Waffc n-SS. Lncluding fie ld 
rorches . goggles. compasses, pen ci ls, maps, 
prescribed spectacles and sundries such as 
robat'co :lnd army co ndoms. On :l cord 
around Ill S neck . every 55 soldier WOft' a n 
oval l ine idemity disc which wa~ divided in 
ha lf hy perfo rated holes and bore derai l .. o f 

his service num ber. unil and blood group (the 
lan er also bt:in~ I:m ooed unde r his arm ). In 
the f;"\'cnr of his death in action. tn (" disc was 
broken in half, rh e ponion on the cord 
remaining w ith the body and the orner half 
being taken away fo r recordin~ purposes. 

While the ma jo rirr of wartime Waffrt ll-55 
uniforms were made by S5-owned econom ic 
cntt' rpri ses, the insig nia a rt ached to tllt.'m 
[ended to be m:tnufactured hy lo ng ­
cst.lblished German pr;\·a te companies. That 
arrangement nen'ssi t a tcd SH icr standardL­
sa tton and quality cont rol. the admi niSTra tion 
of which was entru sted to th e 

Rcic hszellgmeisterci. or RZ M. a bod ~' which 
had bet'n Sct up as early as I April 1929 ro 
supervise Th e production and prlnll!; of all 
Nni part y uniform items. The basic 
functions of the RZ M we re to see t ha t 
N5 DAP contracts went to Aryan fi rms and to 

ensure that final products were of a h igh 
sta nd:ml ret priced to suit the pocket of the 
:1vera~e parry member. It a lso :1cted as a 
'cle:1 fing housc ' betwee n manufacturers on 
the one hand and wholesalers and retailers on 
the ot he r. On 16 j\l arch 1935. COntraCt 
num be r .. wcn' introdu ced and award ee{ to 
everr RZ M ·approved com pan~'. and :1ft e r 
that date RZ M numbers replaced makers' 
ma rks on all N5 DAP accoUt rements. Thus 
the buttons. be lt hooks and so o n of the 
Allgeme in e-55. w hich a lways remained an 
o rgan o f ,he N:lli part y, consistenrly f('alUrcd 

RZ~ .... I marks. Those of th e \'(' aHen-5S, 
however. which was in effect :l ST.He a rm 
during the wa r. very seldom did. 

\Xlaffen-~S in"lgnia . like tha t of the 55 111 

general, fell into seve ral dlsunct categorie~ 

accordmg to ma nufacture. ,\ Icta l badges such 
as eaglcs :Ind dea Th 's heads for the peaked 

ca p. Torcnkopf hUl10 ns for thl' t934-parrern 
fie ld cap, s hu uld er stra p c ipher~ a nd ran k 
pips werr made 11\ a varie t ), of mate r ials, 
dependent primarily upon d.lle of produCt1oll. 
The most comlllon combinations were: 

I . Plated brass o r Tombak hron7.c ( 1933-6) 
1.. Copper-plated a luminium \\ ith a surfan' 

wash ( 1936-451 
3. Ba re aluminiu m t 1936-45 ) 
4. Plated o r painted steel I 193!1-451 

5. Plated o r paintcd zinc ( 1942-5 ) 
6. Bare7.i nc ( 1944-5 ) 

In general terms tht' qu;t lity of meta ls used 
declined as the war progressed . but despite 
that a good standard of o\'e ra ll fini .. h and 
appeamncl' was always maintained . 

Ca p eagles and dc:uh's hend::.. which wert' 
comnlon to bo t h th e Allgeme ine-55 and 
WaHen-SS, normally bore RZ ,\I marks. either 
individually stamped o n to The bndge reverse 
or embossed into it as pa rt of the die-Striking 

o r cnsting process . Trpical exa mples were 
' RZ1\o1 M 1/5T (Deschler & 50h n o f Mun ich) 
and ' R Z~\'I M 1/ 161' (August in I-l icke o f Tyssa 

bd Bodenba chl. So me items :1 lso bo re Th e 
'VA' inspecllon sta mp of the 55 Vcr· 
waltungsamt. Duri ng the wn t. the fo rmat of 
RZ~ I "'odes used on met al 5S in .. ignia 
changed, delering the ' :\ 1 r prefix :lIld ;1dding 
J ye:l f s uffi x, e.g. -RZM 499/41' . No list of 
these later codes is kn own to have survived. 
and so Ihey ha ve ne\'cr been deciphered. 

The ('a rl ie S! SS clOTh badges were ha nd ­
embroidered. and t his fo rm o( insignia W.lS 

wo rn by so ld ie rs of Ih e ::Jrtlled 55 during 
1933-.5. H and-embroidery cou ld be in white 
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A selecfLIIII rJ Wtdfert-SS oom ~ A - 1943~ ~Id deart!'s head cob pakh, B£VO ~ 111M.,.., cotton thread; 8 - SS 11M, 
O! $9iooes. cob pmh l!IOdwIterrbroClered in MPV conan; ( - 1935-p:mElm SS (1m eogIe wi1fI nrved Ileod', ~odeted i1 _PI 
(onon c. lm-3; D -verrical 'decLlh's head! 13' color IlOlch. flood.embrtlide!ed II ~ WII!; r - rank color P'lldl lor (Jl Ss.unrerslUmlh1ue .. 

or siker-grcy colton thread. fine al lllllilllum 
wire o r hc:av~' si lve r bullion, with Th e laner 
two st yles nOflllall~' be in g rese rved for 
o ffice rs. However, in September 1934 non ­
co1lJmissioned and enl isted ranks of the LAI-I 
a nd 55-VT W('fl' also aU Th o ri sed to wear 
al uminium w ir e.- insigni a with the black 
uniform. to se c ril l' lll apart from their 
co ll eag ues in t he AII gemei nc -SS. No two 
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hand-('mbroidered badge.><; were ever Identlc:l!. 
si nce th ey were in d ividual ly nlade. ilad ge 
companies genera lly employed women TO do 
thi s work, o r farrl1l'd it ou t [0 local 
sea mstresses. 

In 1936, hy which t ime rhe R2 .\1 had 
become effectivc l)' organised under Relchs-
7.e ugnl cis tcr Richa rd Buch ner. mac hine. 
emb rol ck'red insignia began to be produ ced 
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Revme ww oIlfle insIgmJ shown on II. 143, Ho!e the Iypicol RIM p:lf)8IlOOeI affixed ~ tile Ple-1940 'deolfl's heod/ 13' (01l0I pctdI, Such Iobek lid 001 

~ I)!l krter worrime pie<es 

:lnd widely distributed for wenr b)' SS C'nti5tcd 
men :lIld NCOs. This form of emhroidery 
was chenp and quick to execute, and had a 
tightly formed and r:lised :lppearance. The 
prod ucers of machine-e mbroide red insignia 
were normally fairly substantial firms, ~lS only 
they could afford the expt'nsiv(' equipment 
involved in the manufacturing process. Such 

companies wcrc ri gIdly cOlHrollcd br th e 
RZ I\lI, and their prod ucts had to carry labels 
bearing the releva nt contran numbers. In 

"ddition to the standard RZj\l\ paper tags 
lIsed by all NSDAP formations, a system o( 
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sl1l a ll black and while WO\' Cll labe ls was 
devi sed sp<"cific:llJ), for 5S items. Each bore 
the RZM symbol :H1d 55 runes [Ogelner with 
the milker's comracl number and rcar date, 
an example being 'RZM 21/36 $$'. \X/here a 
firm was engaged only in embroidery work, 
the Ictters 'St', den Oting 'S ri ckerci ' or 

'embroiderer', we re in.:orporared inro the 
label, for example ;RZM Sf 459/36 55'. It 
was not Ul1comlllon for two such labds to bc 
~Htached to a single badge. particularly a cuff 
tirle, if two separa re firms were involved in its 
manufacture due to sub·comracring. One 
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label would refcf ro the maker of thc b:lcking 
doth, ,md the other [Q the embroiderer. Ie 
was also quite common to find the addiTion 
of :lnorher tag reading 'Vom Reichsfilhrer·SS 
bdohl(nc Ausfiihrung'. indic;]l1ng rhat the 

item in qut~tion was made in accu rdance 
with 55 uniform regubtions. lkcause of all 
rhe foregoing, machim··embroidcred insignia 
has come to be known as the 'RZM style'. 

J\'lochine·woven badges were produced 
from 1939, using artificial silk and either 
corron or fin e aluminIum win:. They had a 
very ft:lt appearam:e and the lllanufaCiuring 
process, which could result in hundreds of 
identical inS ignia being run of( on a single 
continuous strip of ribbon · like marerial, 
a ll owed for Ihe incorporation of vct)' fine 
detail into tht" design. The principal producer 
of these badges was [he Wuppertal-Bannen 
firm of Bandfabrik Ewald VorSlcher, whose 
[mde mark ' BEVO' has become synonymous 
with 1113chim··woven insignia. 

The lise of silk-screen priming in rh e 
manufacture of cena in \'(!af(en· 5 bJdgcs was 

introduced in 1944 , but wus primarily 
restricted 10 foreign \'oluntccr shie ld s, war 
au;-.::iliary armbands an d th e special rank 
in sign ia for camouflage clothing. Low 
production COStS were more than ounvcighed 
by the poor quali ty of the finished articlc, and 
printed badges were \'cry unpopular. 

The pror.:cdures governing the approval 
and manufacrure of Waffen·SS insignia were 
ve ry complica ted. Various SS departmenrs, 

particularly the 5S Hauptamt . the 5S 
FuhrungshauptallH and the S5 Wirrschafts­
und Verwalrungshauptamt wtre ~on linuall y 

at each o th er's thro:us ove r who was 

responsible for this marrero and the process br 
which nl'W badges were proposed :lnd 
introduced was not serried until M:l~' 1944. 
when rhe following was agreed: 

1. The SS·HA bl'c'3mc primarily n:sponsible 
for fhe design and propo~al to fhe 
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Reichsfuhrer·55 of 'political' SS 1Ilslgnia. 
i.e. national emblems. coll ar patches, arm 
shields and form.u ion badges. However, 
the SS· H A had first ro get the opinion of 
the 55-FH A before sllbmitring s:lmples to 

Himmler. 

2. The 55-FHA bec:lme prim'Hily 
responsible for the design and proposal 
to the Rcichs fuhrer-SS of 'non·po[itical· 

Hlsignia, i,e. rank badges, cuff titles, 
qualification badges. branch of se rvice 

insign ia and specialisl badges. If politica l 
considerations arose in respeCt of ~tr\)' of 
these, th e 55·FII A had lO obtain th e 
opinion of the S5·H A before submission 
to Himmler. 

3. Th e SS· H A wuuld, after obtaining the 
approval of rhl" Rekhsfu hrer-S5. ced" 
badges listed at I. above' to the 55·FHA. 
The 55-FHA was then responsible for the 
('xeculion and issue of the badges in co· 
operation with the S5-WVH A. The 55-
FHA and 5S·\'(fVH A would collaborate 
unti l rhe completion of final samples of 
these badges. 

4. The me thud of wearing new types of 
badges would be decided in rela tion to 
the llw thod of wearing existing badges. 
If changes in rhe method of wear were 
necessary, the SS·F H A was responsible 
fu r mak ing them. However, if insignia 
und er I. abovc were inI'O[l'ed. t he 55· 
FH A had to obtain the opinion of the 
SS- H A first. Such was the case in 
1944. wllt:n it was deCIded to 111O\' e 
foreign volunteer s hi e ld s from the ir 
traditional location 1.5 el11 above the 
cuff title (0 a new position funher up 
the left slee\'c, 1.5 e 111 below the SS 
;Hm eagle. Th e SS- H A was besieged 
with compbints fro m foreign \'o lunteer 
units whose members regarded this as 
a slur, subordin a ting their national 
flags and coa ts of arms to th e Naz i 
engle! 



TO complicate the i~"lIe sti ll furthl:r. H immlt't 
himselr abo sliggesff.'d the introducflUn of 
spt'clal blldges. such 3<; I.:uff mles for a~ ~tt 
unnamc:d 55 regimenrs and divisions. Hc \\'.15 

pt'rsnnally re<;ponsible for ).OI11C designs. and 
often con .. ulted wlIh two .HtlSIS on hiS 
Per<;onlichct Stlb, 11.lmel) 5$·Obcrflihrer 
Prof. I~ellllo \'on Arent and 5S-0berfuhrcr 
Prot. Karl Olcbitsch. One!' a design had heen 
appro,'ed b~ the Reichsfuhrer II wuuld pass 
10 the SS-\VVHA which would III t urn 

authorise the RZ~\ to "Llpply the required 
qunnrit}'. The RZ.\\ tla.· 11 placed a contract 
wirh one of it .. approved firms and the 
finished badgts ,\'erc deli"cred tv onc of the 
S clOthing depot s . usuall} Dachnu , from 

where the)' would finally be supplied ro thc 
unit concerned. So. in the production of a 
<;i ngle new badge, no lc~s th<ll1 four 
dep3rt11lems. the S5·HA, SS-FHA. SS-WVH A 
and I'ers. Stab Rf S might , and probably 
would, be tnvoh-ed! 

B} September 1944. prt'ssur() on the RZ~I 
haJ developed to such an exte.nt thai II \\as 

forced to terminal(' its lIl\,oh'emcnt in the 

supply of insignia to the \Vaffen·SS. Th e 
following. D ece mber ir :announced that 
\X'afft'n'~S eagles. d eath's heads, collar 

patches. shoulder Straps and cuff nt1e~ could 
henct'fonh be manubctured, without a 

conrraer. for direct sale to 3urhorisco 
wholcsaltrs alld retailers for the: dumriull of 
th(' war. By that SlJgC. no less than rW(>11Ir­
four firms: were producing cloth insignia for 
Iht' Waffen -5S: 

Gebrudet Aucrhallliller, \'(o'eisscnburs 
Albrecht iklld('r, Weissenhurg 
J\l1::n: Dorfel, Eihenstock 
Lothar \on Dredt'n &: Co .. Wuppcnal ­
Elhcrfcld 
Oskar Frank, Eibenstock 
Geb~ler & Hast , J\ nsbach 
August Gubels Sohne. Gross-Schonau 
E.. Ciimher, Eibensuxk 
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I-\cn~cl & Schuhmann. Berlin 

Il inrerieirner. Brunna;;k tt & 
Weissenbllr~ 

E. Kiihle r. ATln.lbcrg 
Kruse & Sohne. \Vuppert;ll·Barnlt.'n 
Sigmund l...e rld,·a~·. Vienna 

Lucas &: Vorsteher, \Vupptrtal·B:lrmen 
F. .\ I liller, R05Sb<lch 
R. Nirzsche, ClbemlOck 
J.E Rieleder. Hl"Ilbronn 
J ulius RIC<;S, Erfurr 
Franz Ronnefahrl, Br.lndcnburg 
Hermann Sch muck &. Co., Wt·iss<-nburg 
Thiele & Steinert. Frelherg 
Troltsch & !-I ansclmanTl. Berlin 
Ewald VotSlcher, \X'upp<'rtal · B.mnen 
Ferdinand \,\' illfer. Treuchrlingen 

Lo., 

In common with othC"r 111ird Reich milimry 
form"rion~. fht' W.lffcn-SS nnployed ce rtain 
colou rs in the deSign of its uniforms and 
accnurn:-men~ a~ a mean.<; of unit idemificHioll. 
These colours appeared on tunic shoulder 
straps, cap piping. and so on and were known 
as branch of SCTvi;;c colou rs. or 
'Waffeng:mungsfurben', nonnalt)' referred to in 
the abbreviated forlll 'Waffenf:ubcn·. Ikfore the 
olltbreak of thc Second '\ urld W;:aT, atlanned SS 
piping w;:as "hite. sih'cr or rwisred black and 
silver. like Ihal of Ihe Allgemeine'S . However. 
In December 1939. due to the incrt'asing 
millt.lriloorion of the W ... ffen-SS and irs new­
found assnci.uions with Wehrmachr forces. 
shoulder slTa ps pipt.'Ci III :lTmy WaUenfarbe \Wfe 

introduced. A ft'w officers also began to equip 
thcmseh'l"S ,,'ith W ... ffcnfarbc,plpcd peaked caps 

anJ long trousers. made to o rder through their 
localS Kk'iderkasse, but Hirnrnler irnillediatel~ 
forb:lde that practlt"t", instructing fhat the piping 
on lhe~e ilel1lS was to reillain white. orne 
confusioll rhen ensued. fo r in l\tlay \ 940 rh C" 
Reichsfirhrer hacktracked b~' indicating thar 
pe:lked caps cou ld thereafter be piped in 
Waffenfarbe . ahhough all walking OUt dress 
trOusers were now 10 be pipl' d in grey. The 
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following Novcmber Himmler chonged hi~ 
mind yet ag:Jin, dir('Cting that W:1ffcnf.lroc was 

once morc to be resrri(,l'ed to ~nouldl'r straps 
and the sutlrdcbe on the field C1p, wirh all other 
piping re'crring to while or :Jluminlliln 
depending on rJ.nk. If is c1e.H that the 
Reichsfuh rer w:lllled hi~ Soldier' I() rerain their 
own unique appearance. distinct from that of 

the: army. but a number of \X':dfcII' 5 officers 
,md men continued [0 wear Waffenfarbe on 
their peaked caps until the elld of the w:Jr. III 
defiancc of Ilimmll!r's orders. 

Tht' Waff{' nfarbc colours officiallr 
authorised for use h)' th e Wa((en-SS branche~ 

are shown in rhe table below. Howe"er. II 

~hould be noted Ih:11 a fe\\ shad(·§ \\ C'n" 
withdra\\ 11 . rt'alloc.lted or ('\,en renamed 

frum time to time. and in an)' case tire 
diiferences in some colour<; were ~o sligh t a s 

to be almost indisfingui~hable •. 1 si hh'tiun 
..:ompounded by \'ariati()n ~ in manufacture rs' 

dyes, the blc<lching effcCt of rhe sun and the 
gC'neral wl'afhcnng uf pIping under field 
conditions. 

SS WlAFFf.NrJlR8LN 

m,ffe,,(arlJI! \l/nfftll-SS Bral1(:h of Service 
----"-----:--:-----

I. Black Construction units 

Engineers 

2. Dark (,cornfiower' l blue 

J . Light blue 

4. Sk}, hlue 

S. opper brown 

6. Ught brown 

7. Dark green 

8. Grass green 

9. Light gre} 

10. 1):1 rk gre~' 

II . Orange 

Medical uniTS 

Field POSt oUice (from Februa r)' 1943) 
j\lotor Technical hool /untll Jill) 1942 ) 
Supply units 

Tnlnsport units !until August 1944) 

Administration 

R('cc)nnai5sance unit!. (until June 1942) 

Concenlration camp staff 

Reserve oUicers (discontinued t 94l ) 
SpecialiST peT<;onnei (until June 1942) 

Mountai n troops (from Ma ), 1942 ) 
Police· Division (discontinued 1942) 

feneral officer~ 

Himmler~ PerloOl1l11 5m(f (until June 1942) 

H inunler's Personal Staff ((rom June 1942 ) 

Military police unit<; 

Garrison troop~ 

:o.. loror Technical hool (from Jul r 1941 to August 1944 ) 
Recruiting unirs 
Technical unit'S 

Welfare personnel 
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WI.1{f(!IIfarbe Waf(e/l' S Brallch of Serlltcf.> 

12. LIgh t pink ~1 Q(or Technica l School lfro m August 1944 ) 
Tra flspo rl un irs (from August 1944 J 

U. Rose pink Panzer units 
Anti-ta nk unils 

14. 5 .. 1mon pmk 

IS . Bright n,d 

~I ilirary geologists 

Artillery units 
Fla k units 
Rocket units 

16. 

I i. 

(lire! ('BordclU.,<' ) fl'd 

Cri mson red 

Lega l personnel 

V(· terinary personne l 

18. Rrd & gre) Iwi51 Spccial i ~ 1 pc:rsonncl (frolll June 1941) 

19. White Inf.ulTfY UllIt!<. 

20. Golden yellow Cavalry units 
Reconnaiss ;,"~ unit .. (fro m June 1942 ) 

21. l.emon yellow Field POSt office \until February 1943) 
Sig nals units 
War corrl'spond~'nl s 

T he \'(I'afien ·SS Tank strllcture was , 'ery 

simi la r to that of the Allgemeine-SS, with a 
few specific c'(ccpriom •. The 10\\(,51 Wa ffen-5S 
r.lIlk \\as rhat of 55· hutze, or 1'ri\3te, while 
a Pn v:u c with SLX Illomhs' se rvice was knO\\ n 
as an 5S-0berschiirJ_c_ The senior NCO rank 

was SS-Sturmschadti hrc r, or Compan y 
e rge:lIlT -;"l ainr, an d a n)' man ho ldin g 

Unterfuhrer rank cou ld be appointed to serve 
as hi s unit') SS -Slabschar fiih re r Or Dut y 
NCO, who fulfilled \'.lrious admi nistr:u ive 
and reporting functions and was nicknamed 
'der Spiess', or -the spear' , a tradit ional term 
dating back the to pikemen of the :\ Iiddle 
A)tcs_ The mnb from SS-Umersrurmfii hrC"r to 
5S-H auptsturmfuhrer were known as 
company officers, with those from S5-
Sturmbannflih rer to SS-Oberfuhrer being 
termed field office rs . H ighcr ran ks were 
classed at> ge nera l office rs. All \,(laffen·SS 

genera ls wefe awarded their corresponding 
army rank rides in 1940. and were thereafter 

designated as follows: 

5S-Brigadefflhrer und Generalma jo r der 

Waffen-55 
SS-Gr uppenfuhrcr und Ceneralleu tn am d ef 

Waffen-SS 
SS -Obergruppenfiihrer und General der 

\'('aften-S5 
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~S-Oberst-Gruppenfll hrer und Generaloberst 

der Waffen-55 

No n-German n:monal s from Germamc 
cou ntries sen'ing in foreign legions raised by 
th e Waffen-55 replaced the rank prefix '5S·' 
with 'Leg io ns-' (e.g. ' Legions-Hau pt ­
sturmfuhrer' ), w hile those in non-German ic 
units used the prefix ' Waffen-' (e.g. 'Waff(.·n­

Ha up tsrurmfuhrer der SS' ). These denoted 

THE WAffEH·\\ 

attac hmenr to the W.:lffen-S , rathrr than 
memberllhip of the SS proper. 

The regub r \Xlaffen ·S5 officer candid.l fC. o r 
Fuhrcr beweroer (Fll ), dis t ing ui .lohcd hy :1 

d o ubl e !.:J ce bar on his should er straps , 
undrrwem four months' ha sic t ra ining after 
which he became an officer cadct, o r 
Fuhreranwaner (FA ), and received the tirle of 
S -jun ker wi th th~' equiva len t rank of 5S­
Umerscharfuhrcr. He then a ttend ed :1 six ­
month military leadershIp cou rse which 
cu lminated in his promotion to S ­
Standa rtt.'njunker. equal to an SS-5charflihrer. 
At the t'nd of a furth er s ix months' officer 
lTain ing he wa~ dt.'vated to the posi tion o f 55-

Standarrcnoheriunker, eq uatin g to an S5-
Hauptscha rfilhrer, and was a llowed to wear 
office r's cap cords . belt buckle and 
aluminium collar pa rch piping. He wa~ thrn 
sent back 10 his unit where, a ft er a minimum 
period o f twO months, he rccci\"cd promotion 
to S5- Umersturmfiihrer. Officers who did not 
plan a mi litary carecr and inr£'nded to serve in 
the Waffcn-SS on l)' fo r the dur:"lti on o f the 
wa r wcre gl\'en reserve commissions and were 
known a~ Resen'e-Flihrerbcwcrbe r (RFI}), 
Reserve-Fiih rera nwii rter (RFA), 55-junker der 
Rese rve, SS-Unrcrsrurmfiihrer der Rellr rve, 
and so on. 

POtentia l NCOs , or S~-Umer- fUhr ­

t' rbewe rber, were ge nerall y traint'd a t a 
co mp:"ln y level, progressi ng to 5S· 
UnterfiJhrcranwarlcr an d th en to 55-
Unterscharfilhrer. During their training, they 
wo re a si ngle lace ba r on tht'lr shoulder Straps 
it th e)' had s igned up fo r twelve yea rs or 
more, and a th in twisted cord in the 
appropria te Waffenfarbe if they had s igned 
up for Icss th:ln fwd\"!;, yca rs. 

The Waffen-55 :llso empl o)'cd c ivil ian 
specia lists (inrcrprerers, doctors, lawyers, :lnd 
so o n) kn ow n as Sonderfiihrcr, a nd later 
Fachfuh re r, who were given a ppoi ntments in 

relarion to their task". Th ey could hold the 
ranks of: 
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S~er Wolter Kniger, (LI1IIlIJIdar ~ 'lias ROO' in Sept. 

19.3. Ii< """ .. ho>iy ........ ~ ,"" po«hes"""" """ 
."' 11 ...... 

SS-Umersc.ha rfuhrer 
55-Ha uptsc ha r fil h rer 
55- Untt'rsturlllfiihrt' r 
5S-H:luptsturmfi.ihrer 

SS-Srurmbann fUhrer 

(5) or IF! 
(5) or IF) 
IS) or IF) 
IS) Dr IFI 
lSI o r IFI 

The S5- Fachfuh rer wore a blank right collar 
patch and shoulder strap piping in dark·green 
unt il j une 1942. After Ihat dale. piping was in 
a red and grey twist. If a specia list showed 
that he was ca pablc of commanding a military 
unit corresponding to his Fachfiihrcr rank, tht: 
Jarter ce3sed and he conr;n ucd in his duties :"I~ 

a full officer or NCO o f the Waf(en-55. 
Waffen -SS rank s wt'"Tt' i nd ic~HcJ by a 

combination of collar patches and shou lder 
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HIMML£R ' S BLACK ORDER 

~rr:1ps. The earliest armed SS units were 
tccnnic::lll} nn the local J\ bsdl1litr St;) ff, and 
:1) suc h mCmbl'r) wore hl an k right co llar 
patches. In y!ar 1933. officers' p:1n:he~ bq;all 
10 be piped in a black/aluminium twisted 
cord . and those of other ranks in whitl' cord. 
WiTh the rapId t'xpamion of thc Illilit.lriscd 
5S formations. it soon became clear that some 
kind of di stincthe colla r insignia was 
fl·quired for thc Leibsmnd::trtc and Polilische 
Bcrcitschafren. and towa rds thc end of the 
)car parches bea ring double Slg-Ru nes. hand­
embroidered in sil ver bullioTl for officer!> and 
w hirl' o r si lvl' r-grt y cottu n fo r orher ranks. 
were issued In sold ier .. of the LA H. In J une 
1934, the SS Plh auached to Oberabsch niuc 
Sud, Siidwcsr a nd Mme were authorised to 
,\C.lr runic 'SS " 'S5 2' and '55 3' p:m:hCi, 
respective I),. with the numbers a~ large ,IS the 
run es , ,lnd three Illon lhs later non ­
commissioned ranks in the LAH and 55-V'­
were further disti nguished by being allowed 
to use ;1luminium wi re embroidl·ry on their 
co llar patches. In October. the piping on 
officers' pa lche .. was changed to till' definitive 
"I.tin aluminium cord. wi th t he 
blackl3 luminium twi!>l now being adopted b)' 
other ranks. 

The n'sl uf Ihe pr~\V.:tr period wimessed the 
int rOdUCTion of machLne·embroide red (olbr 
p;lIches for the field uniform, dC:lIh'" heads 
,Inti oth er designs for S:'-TV a nd specia lis t 
units. and the adoption of rhe '5S I', ' ~S 2' 
,wd ' 5 3' patches, Ihis rime wit h sma ll 
numbers. by Ihe 'Deutschland'. 'Germania' 
and ' D!.'r Fuhrer' StJ.nd:m en. 

\',ihc.n army-pattern shu ulder straps were 
introduced for the anned SS in ~ Ia rch 1938, 
it was apparent that the wearing of dual r:lnk 
badges on both the left coll ar patch ( S ra uk) 
and s houlde r Strops [.Hmy eq ui\'a leTlf ) wa~ 
unncceSS<1f"y. Howevcr, Hil1lmler dccn:cd tn;1I 
55 ranks shou ld sti ll bc d isp b yed. The 
situation was exacerba ted :11 Ihe oUlbrcak of 
war, with the LAH. 5S-\TJ' and 5-TV being 
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gi\cn spel..'ific rolcs ll iongsid(' the Webrmaclu. 
r he ordlll.lrY German sold ier was bemused 
by the SS rank syslCm. and was at a loss ro 
know whic h S men he W:lS supposed lO 

.... lIul e and whose orders he was ob liged to 

obey. It therefore became ,Ibsolutd y essential, 
(or practica l and di"cLplinary reasons, that 
Waffen-SS rank badge:. :.hould correspond to 
th o~e in the armed fo rces and be easil y 
rtcosnised 3S such. Consequt'nrly. during the 
fo rmation of the first S5 field diVisions in the 
autumn of 1939, It was decided that thei r 
personnel should nOt wcnr S5 rank patches. 
Insle:u\, Ihe)' received matching coilar patehl'S 
with Iht' rUIlCS or drath's head on both sides. 
Thei r ranks we n' indica tcd solely b)' shoulder 
straps. in the army St)'le. Howc\'er, prewar 
Waffen-SS offin'rs and men jea lously re~ined 
their existing collar patches, showing their 55 
ranks, 

The increased usc of camouflage smocks. 
whic h co \ ered the shou lder Slra pS and, 
indeed, all insign ia except til(' cullar patches. 
led H immler TO rescind the m:ltching collar 
patch order on 10 I\l a) 1940, and 
reintroduce the S rank patch for all Waffen· 
SS members. At the sa ille time. the need for 
secu nt y during Ihe invasion o f th e Low 
Countries and France rcndt'red obsolete .. 11 
S · VT and S5-TV co llar patches bearing 
num eral s o r leit ers, wh ich wcrt ordered 
rCIn()ved. The result was that for a short time 
during the western c;unpaign-personnel in tht 
S-Verfugungsdi\'ision wore nu colla r patches 

3t .111. From then on. the basic S runes colllr 
pa tch became sflt lldard for 311 erman alld 
Germanic W .. ffen- 5 form:1l1o ns except 
Totl'nkopf units, whose members con tinued 
to wear the Jealh's head, now produced in 3 

horil:onlal version more sui table for use 011 
the dosed-neck field tunic. In August 1940, 
th e bllck/aluminium twist ed cord bordering 
OIher ranks' patches was abolished. leavi ng 
Ihe"e patches unbordered for tilt rest o f rhe 
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Wi th the increaSing recruitment of non . 
Ge rmans in to the \'C/affen-SS afte r 1940, 
Himmlcr becllme concerncd abolL l the usc of 
rh e SS run es insig ni a by th ose nm raci3Jl), 
s uit a ble: for full SS me mbe rship, and ht 
IIlstr uCi ed that such recrui ts shou ld Wl'ar 
some other fo rm of badge on the righE c01lM 
parch. The 5S thereafter designed and issued 
a range of appro pria te la nd some ti mes 
inappropria te) collar pa tches for its fo reign 
uni ts, and pending th e distrib ution of (he51.' 
insigni:1 bla nk patchcs were often worn in 
new units :1 S an in terim measure. Germa n 5S 
o ffice rs an d N Os se rving in fore ign 
forlllations were still en titled to wear rhe 5S 
rUllt's col la r patc h a nd , from Ju ly 1943. if 
they chost 10 identify wit h their Illen b>' 
wearing tht' distincti\'e unit parch, they were 
obliged to SpOrt the S5 runes embroide red 
below the le ft breas t pocket instead. The 
latter insignia was identical tn th .. t worn b\· 
5S mcn in the German police. ' 

The wearing of co llar patches did not 
.. 1\\'3)'5 conform to regula ti ons. ,\ II:lI , hing 
p3rches and \'ert ic .. J de-ath's heads, tlhhough 
prohibited III 1940. conti nued to be worn 
well in tO 1942, and officers often used other 
rank s' patches in the field , or remo\'ed the 
cording from th eir own pa tches, In 1943, 
machine-woven versions of the SS rUlll.'s and 
ho ri zo nta l dea th 's head patches we re 
produced, hm rhe e3 ri ic r embro idered 
examples were still being. issued .. t the end of 
the wa r. Recruits under training often wore 
no collar patches .. t a ll. 

The table on p. 253 lists all SS-VT, 5S-1V 
and Waffen-S Untt collar patches which ha\'c 
bee n confirmed b)' comemporar), photo­
graphic or documentar}' evidence as haV ing 
bee n worn. The)' were prodUl'cd Ln 
embroidl'retl version:. onl y, unless ot herwise 
indica ted , 

A num ber of mher stra nge patches were 
designed for fore ign SS formations, primM;I)' 
the eastern dh' isions, bu t these were never 

151 

f • .., 55 .......... """ ... ,.",., . ... "'"' "",owd ~ 
HiTrnIer rI rswed to the: ~ (~emed: A - 0IIles il 'Ibltcnf'; B-
14th IIM5i>V3Dth om..; (_ .,.... W"'"'. 0 - ·st.....,·; E-
29m 0ivY.iM (R~); f - 291b DM5ion (lroIIon); G- 'Wnbien'; H­
J()th 0iYG.i0n; 1- lorrllS; J - (lJJ(CMIlS,' « -lndioo legion, 

approved by Hlmmler o r WOrn br the 
personnel concerned. 

J\l embcrs of the arllled 5S wore stand:1rd 
Aligemeine ·SS shoulder straps on rhe right 
side onl y until 1935, whe n Ihe ea rth-grcy 
uniform was introduced. In J ul), o f rhat year, 
5S-VT officers were o rdered to wear th eir 
Allgemeine-55 straps on borh shoulders of the 
grey unifo rm , O thcr r:lnks recci \'ed :lfln ),­
partern sl r:1ps made of plain earth -g re)' 
ma teria l. or earth-brown for SS-'(V troops, In 
1936. these enlisted men's shoulder str:lps 
were replaced firs t by a round·ended black 
ve rsio n piped in black/a lumini um twisted 
cord, th en by all unpi ped b13d: rypc wi th 
pointed ends. one of rh ese ea rl y straps 
iden tified the wea rer's rank. as thai wa:. 
shown by his collar palches. 

In M .. rch 1938, .l rmr·p3 trern Straps with 



HIMMLEI'S BIAO 010[1 

\\\& 
A B 

R 

u 

• G 

tm' \.\. '. ' , , 
, , 
. , !.. \ 

o 

m 
s 

• V 

L 

lA"" • ' . ,> 

.: , " , 

p 

T 

Wtifetl"SS (_ ~ Jbest Dli known JO 00Ye been i!.wed en! wtWtI by m.r foIowrIg 1l1li5 4n'G !he Se<cm World Wtw: A - III GtrmM tnI Getnmt 

"_II "'-; B -II-~ 1_ 'o..MWnI'; (-10,,,*.,1 "'" 0 - 11-foiz_.oJ "". _" 1- "", ... .oJ "''9' .... 
noIltocoted" pctdles; f - 'f'rIu Eugen'; G - '~OIl.nI'; H - '1foodst1a', I- 141h Dwtsion; 1- 15m DMsm. «-lDMCII 1~/151h and 19m 
Il~", 1- 2Ot!t IMm lailkd ",,'h daM; hom) ... 19~~1; " - 200 _I.miI'. poIth daM; I"", Il<toItot 19431; M - 200 _ Ialk. 
poICh dcIing nom (ktobe! 1944); 0 -10lIl 0Msi00 (I,(IO/ficiol ,:um mode 10 ' liN, fetnov 1944); P- 'Mono Thaleso'; 0- Du!(h lBgionj'NederlOfld' 

loIlkd ",,'h ~"" hom , ..... 19< II, R -IM,h ~/'NedotItoj' I""""d ""hi; 1- '!bdwe>,'/I< •• ." iItm'o<VllemilI 
""","l"g,m,nk', I - '1m,,,,,, NedotItoj' lomIIi<oIy ,,,,tntod h"" tho _, """"""l; U - _ BopIt/J,. """'" y - , .. II 

concenlroflOll ~ QI,Uds. 

252 

Wj\FHN·SS COl' AR PATeHtS 

DeslglI 

I~bllk 

55 

S./l.trgc I 
SS/large I 
SS/I:J r~e :1 
D 
K 
o 
55fT 
SS/plck & shovel 
SSllighrnins holl 
SSlsmali I 

SIB 
5N 

Vertical deMO'S head 
Vertica l Jearh"s head/1-V 
Vertical de:uh's headll-26 
Vertical de:l1h's h~adlS 
SSI.!omall2 
55/S 
SIN 

VeniL'3i dea th 'lI ht'adlK 
S/smal1 3 

Police linen 
Police linen (woven ) 
HoriWl1I al death's head 
Lion with axc 
Lion with axe (metal ) 
\"(!olfsangcl 
Trifos 

Lyre 
Dani~h nag 
Od.1I-Ru n~ 

Open SOnnl'nrad 
S (woven) 

HorizvtH.11 death '~ head (wovtn) 

IHf WAffEN'51 

Pmod Used Unit/Worn l1y 

1933-45 Speda l istsJd~parrllwntal or HQ st'"d ffhlnits 
nOI yt·t allac.lIed p;uches 

1933-45 LAH. then from 1940 all German and 

1934 
1934 
1934 
1934-7 
19,4-7 
1934-7 
1934-40 
1934-40 
1934-40 
1935-40 
19J,)-40 
193.1-40 
1936-42 
1936-7 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1937-40 
1938-40 
1939-41 
1939-42 
1940-5 
1941 -3 
1941-3 
194 1-5 
1941-5 

194 1-5 
1942 
1942-,\ 
1943- 5 
1943-5 

1943-.\ 
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Germanic IImt .. not allocated other patches 
SS PB 'Sud' 
SS PB '5ud wcst" 
S PB 'Mine' 

Dachau Guard Battalion 
Concentrarion camp sraff 
Da,hau tr:lining camp 
Sad Tolz oUicer~' school 
SS-VT Pioncrr BaU;1lion 
55-V[ Signals I~analion 

'Oeu tschland' 
BraunS\' hwelg officers' school 
Adminisrration school 
Totenkopf units 
55-TV Battalion staff 
55-TV Companies 
5S-TV 1\tl edicul l~:uta1ion 

'Gcrmania ' 
55-VI' ,\tledkal Battalion 
'Numberg' 
Concentra tion camp staff 
'Dcr Fuhrer' 
Police-Division 
1't)lice,Division 
Totcnkopf unit .. 
Norwegian Legion 
Norwegia n Legion 
Dutch Legion/'Nederland' 
'Nordwest'/Freikorps DJUllmrk/Flcmish 
Legion/'Langemarck' 
M lIsic school 
Fr<:ikorps Oanmark 
' Prin z Elisen' 
'Nord land' 
All German ;'I ud Cermanic unilS nOf 
.dloc:lted other patches 
Torcnkopf units 



HIMMlER'1 BlAlK OROER 

Design Period Used Ull itl Wom 1.Iy 

Scimil.tr & swastika 
Lion rampant 
Swastika 

Sun & stars 
E & mai led arm/sword 
Cornflower 
11 
Crossed rifl es & grenade 
Three lions passa nt 
Doublt'-a rmed sW3srikn 
Flaming grenade 

c 

1943-5 
1943-5 
1943-5 

1944-5 
1944-5 
1944-5 
1944-5 
1944-5 
1944-5 
1944-5 
1945 

A seler:rioo 01 WaRen-55 shoulder \Ir~: A - M3B strop with tOsoIete 
bIod/ oI00rinium rMs!ed (Old ~ fill (II SSJIT Sntl'!l5CMrfiihret; B­
M39 Sir" with whhe wcffenfllbe PC*I9. for on Ss-lInterSlUtmfl1ver; (­
/.138 ~~ oMth chain stit{h '1', for D ~efin SSoTolenkoplstunOOrte 1 
'Oberbayem'; 0 - M40 SlrOjl Wllh while wclfeofCfbe ~ and ~ 
embroidered 'lAW slip-oo tOO, fOlOll tm!eOOmIiiftrer in rite I.eibslInb1e; [ 
- M40 strop with chain slilrn '(' sIip-on rOO, for a SdlorfrnBf kl rbe 4111 
SS-TotenkOQf In/roily Regimei'll. 
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' H :lI1dschar" 
J 4th Division 
Larvia n Lcgionl15rh Division/ 19rh 
Division 
15th Division 
20th Division 
'Maria Theresa' 
' !-Iuny3di ' 

Dirlewa ngcr Brigade/36th Di vision 
British Free Corps 
Non -S5 concentration cam p gua rds 
' Landsrorm Nederland ' 

black underl:l}' :l nd gi lt srars were issued to 

all armed 5S officcr~, :lI1 d COs began to 
wear a luminium lace, o r Tresse, and white 
me tal ·p ips' . Rank was th ereafter clearly 
indica ted by (he s tra ps. Fro m December 
1939, officers spom'd <:olou red \'<'a ffe nfarbe 
pi ping be tween rhl' al uminium b raid a nd 
bl:lck underlay, an d o ther ranks received the ir 
defini t ive Wa ffenfarbc· pipcd black stra p s 
wi th rounded ends. A large number of unit 

ide ntifi ca t ion insignia were worn o n the 
shoulder stra ps. Fo r office rs, these numera ls 
and ciphers were initia lly in gilr metal. then 
bronze after 1940. Other ranks had rhem 
embroidered d irectly on to their stra ps or on 
to removable slip -on tabs fro m 1940. T he 
ta ble on p. 255 lim the various identification 
badges known 10 ha v(' been used on Waffen-

5S shoulder straps. 
In October 194J, H illlmicr cam:l·lI "d the 

use of these c iph ers fo r the duratio n of th e 
wa r, On secu ri ty grounds. In any cuse, un its 
and specialist pe rsonne l were still rea dil y 

identifiable by o th er badges. The on ly 
exception was th e Lcibsra ndarre, whose 
members were permitted to retain thei r LA H 
monogm m as an honorarium. 

Cuff titles, wovell black tapes a bo ut 28 
mm in width and 49 em in length which were 

IHE WAfFEN·IS 

W'AH-I- N·SS SHOULDER STRAP JMDGr~ 

Badge 

A 
A (Coth ic) 
ASII 
ASIll 
Cogw heel 

o 
Of 
ElRoma n IltltT1l'rnl 
1'1 
r. 
.l SIB 
)Srr 
L 
L (Got/lie ) 
LAH 
Lyre 
MS 
N 
I) (Gothic ) 

Serpem 
Serpent & smff 
SKID 
SKIP 
US/ L 
U IR 
W 
[-1 7 

UI/ it 

$S-VT Artillery Regiment 

S5· VT Reconnaissance Ihnal ion 
Artil lery School I 
Anillery School II 
Technie31 units 
' Deu tschland' Standane 
' Dcr Flihrer' Standarre 

Recruiting Offices 
5S-VT Ami-Aircraft .\1achi ne Gun Battalion 
'Cenllania' Srandarte 

Junkersch ulc Brau nschweig 
Junk crschlile T61z 
~'I o tor Technical School 
Training establishments 
Lcibsta nd .lrte·SS 'Adolf Hitler' 
Ilands 
Mu si kschule Bra unschweig 
'Nordland ' Standartc 
5s-\r r Ami-Tank Battalion 

Veterinary units 
Med ical units 
Dachau garrison 
Pmgue ga rrison 
Unlerf(ihrerschule Lauenburg 
Unrerfiihrerschulc Radolfze ll 
'Westla nd' StandMte 
Torenkopf Standarten 

worn on lhe lower left s leeve o f the tunic and 
grea tcoat, b('came \'c r~r distincti\'e features of 

5S uniform and, apa rt from idenrify ing the 
unit of the wearer, were partly responsible for 
the remarkable esprit de corps of the Waffen· 
S5 . All prewar regiments lind most ancillarr 
formations of the SS-VT and SS-TV h:\d their 
own cuff titles, which were handed over tiS 

pan a nd parcel of the cloth ing isslle. Each 
man received four, one fo r each of his 
uniform s, and they were ('xpcctt'd 10 last him 
n ine mon th s. These earl y cuff tides were 

embroidered in Gothic lettering wi th the 
exception of the Leibstandarte's ' Adolf H itler' 
insignia, which featured the old Germall form 

of scripr known as Siilterli ll. officia lly 
reserv~d for t he Fiihrer's guards from 1936. 

T his archaic handw ririn g s l )'lt' had been 
promoted by Berlin graphics teache r Ludwig 
iittcrl in ( 1865- 191 7) and was widely taught 

in German schools uruil 1941. 
On 1 September 1939, the Gothic'S ' lIscd 

on certain cuff titles was replaced by a ru nic 
version, and three mo nths larer :111 Goth k 
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script was discontin ued in favour of standard 
Larin lettering, In M a}' 1940. rht' cuff titles 
worn by anc illary \'(laffen-S5 ulllt S, fo r 
exa mple 'SS-Pion iers lUrmban n ' and '5S­
Nac hric ht ens rurmbann', were abolished 
because ther const ilut ed a securit ;.- risk. 
Regi men ta l tit le!> such a~ 'Deutsc hland ' 
cominul'd ( 0 be used. howc"er, e\'en after the 
introduction of division:ll titles. Thc latter did 
nor materi alise until 1942, and were worn by 
divisional personnel nOt enti tled to regimental 
c uff titles . So a mem be r of the s ignal s 
battal ion o f the SS-Ver(ugu ngsdivision wuu ld 
wear the 'SS-Nachr ic htcn slu rm ba nn ' title 
umil May 1940, then no cuff tille at a ll . and 
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finally Ihe ' Das ReICh' title from Septfmbl'r 
1942, 

As Ihe w;)r progre~sed . cuff ri lles lOok on :l 
new Significance nnd were p rcsc nled ;II 

so lemn ceremonil's during which un it 
commanders would remind recipients o f the 
great honour being bestowed upon them and 
that they should do not hing to disgrace the 
names which their cuff titles bore. The exa" 
cri teria for awarding names and cuff ri tles are 
nor known. bur what is certain is thai many 
SS divisiuns, such as the 14th and 15th, were 
never namtd, wh ile so me o f those whic h 
were, such a s ' Ha ndschar' and ' Mar ia 
Theresa ', neVN received cuff ti rles. H immler 
.lppa rently judged every applica t ion on its 
own merits. refusi ng some ncw units o n the 

grounds that a cuff title had to be ea rned on 
the fie ld of baniI.', and turning down othe~ 

beca use the}' had been formed as a tempora r}' 
wartime exped ienl from personnel considered 
racia lly unsuita ble for 5S membership. 

Any WaHen-S5 soldier trans ferring from 
o ne uni[ 10 anOl her had to remove his o ld 
cuff tirle and replace il wilh tha t of his new 
uni t . Ho wevc r, if the !alter had nOt bee n 
awarded a cuff title. the man was pt'fmincd 
to continue to wea r th e riri e of his fo rmer 
un it. Th ai explJ ln s why 'Ado lf Hitler' and 
' Der Flihrer' cuff titles fea tured among the 
office r cadre of the 24th 5 Division in 
norlilt' rn Ital y at the end of rhe war. and wh y 
rniscellaflcous cu ff li des were worn by S5 
par:tlroo pers . On occ3 !> ion . twO cuff titk's 
could be worn together. Officer cadets being 
trained ar Bad To lz , for example, we re 
initi all y allowed to wea r the 'SS-Schult" Ta!Z' 
cuff tirle above thei r own regi mental or 
d i\.islOna l titles, while war correspo ndent s 
and military policemen often wore [he 'S5-
Kr iegs he rich ter ' and 'SS-Fe ldgendarm erie' 
ti tles below those of rht' regimt'llI o r division 
to which they wcrc attac hed. The \waring of 
more than one cuff t itle In this fashion wa s 
forb idden in August 1943, 

j 
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Cuff dries fel1 into four categoric...­
according to rheir method of ,onstruClion: 

I. f-/altd-elllbroideTt.'f/ ill alllmi,,11I1II wire or 
th read 
Produced frolll 1933 until June 1942. For 
wea r by a ll rank s unt il 1936. and 
thereafter by o fficers only, 

1. MadJi"c·eml"oidered i" white or sillier­
grey cottOIl tbread 
The !>o-ca ll ed ' RZ M style'. Prod uced 
from 1936-43 for wear by ot her rank s 
only. 

3 . Machille-woucll 111 all/lllillium thread 
Prod uced from 1939-43 for wear br 
officer!> only. 

4. MaciJilll!-lIJO f'C lI ill (Iat grey cotto" o r 
silke" Jlm:ad 
The so-called 'BEVO' pa ttern. Produced 
from 1943-5 for wear by all ra nks. 

While th c fOft'go ing details Ih e in tended 
recipients of the va rious manufacturing styles, 
it was not uncommon for officers 10 usc other 
ranks ' cuff ti ries 0 11 their fidd unifo rms, or 
for NCOs [0 acq uire officer qualit), titles fur 
wea r o n lheir dress m nies . Mo reove r, o ld 
stocks of some ea rly cuff ritle!:i continued to 
be worn long after they had been officiall), 
di scontinu ed . ,\ few rare or even unique 

UNISSUEl) CUFF TITLES 

styles are al<;o known ro have exisled, one 
example being 'Sepp' Dietrich's wartimc 
'Adolf Hitler' cu ff ri tl es , wh ic h he had 
em broidered in gold bullion in the manner of 
a Wehrmachr genera l o fficer, 

The table on p. 158 lists all SS-VT. S5-TV 
and Waffen · S5 cu ff titl es whic h have been 
confi rmed br contemporary phOtograph ic o r 
docu mentary ('v iden ce as ha\'ing been 
authorised and worn. 

A small number of una pproved loca l i~ed 

cuff rides. such as the 'Narwa ' and 'F.stland ' 
titles worn by some mCl11m'rs of the 10th SS 
Di\' is io n, ha ve ;1l so been co nfirmed fro 111 

photographs. 
The cuff ti tl es in Ih e ta ble below wert 

3tHh o riscd during the war, bu t were never 
issued for a \:lr;ery of reasons. 

The SS arm eagle a lso ca me to b~ a 

distinctive part of WaHen -SS unifo rm. The 
ca gle and swas t ika was esta bli shed as th" 
national emblem, or Hoheitsabzcichen, of die 
Third Reich on 7 March 1936, bur the first 
SS run ic eaglc~ we re sporred by 'Se pp' 
Dietrich and olhers as early as the summer o f 
1935, with Ihe newly introduced ea rth -grey 
uni form , The use of eagles on the right breast 
was restricted by law to the army, nav)' and 
air force. so members of the LA H and SS- VT 
took to wearing thei rs o n th~ upper left arm, 

Title Allthodsed For 

Artur Ph leps 
Charlemagne 
Finn isches Frw. Balaillon der \Xfaffen· S 
Hinrieh Schu ldt 
30 Jallu ar 
Landstorm Nederland 

La tvija 
Osniirkischer Wa ffe n-Verband der SS 
Woldenmrs Veiss 

Gebirgs Rgt. 13, 7th SS DiVision 
33rd 5S Division 
Finnish Vol unteer Rattalion 
Grenadier Rgt. 43, 19th SS Division 
32nd SS Division 
34th SS Division (n.b. rh is title alrl'ad)' existed for 
the Dutch Ge rmanic-SS unit o f the sa llle naillC') 
2nd Brigade, 19th SS Divi"ion 
Tanar S5 Regimellf 
Grenadier Rgt. 41, 19th SS Division 
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IS5f./tD \V.-\Hb\ · SS CUff- TlTLf.S 

Title 

Adolf Hirler 
Brandenburg 
British Frt."e Corps 
Danrnark 
Das Reich 
DC'alh's head (insign;:I) 
Dcn Norske Legiun 
Ocr Fiihrtr 
De Ruher 
Deutschland 
Elb< 
E ssrrv 
Florian Geyer 
Freikorps Danmark 
Frundsbcrg 
Frw. Legion Fi.1 ndcrn 
Frw. Legion Nederland 
Frw. Legion Nicderl:lOdc 
Frw. Legion Non\cgcn 
Genera l eyfiard t 
Germ;mia 

Gorz \'on IkrlichingC'n 
H ermann \'on Salza 
H itlequgcnd 
Hohen"t3ufen 
Horst Wessel 
Kdrr. O.L. Dachau 
Ku rr Eggers 
L:lngcmarck 

Legion Nicdcrlandc 
Legion Norwcgcn 
Mich"d G:lissmair 
i"\cdcrbnd 
NC'lrdland 

Nnrdwest 

Nor~c 

Y/',lf 

Introdllud 

1933 
1937 
1944 
1943 
1941 
1938 
1941 
1938 
1943 
1935 
1937 
1939 

1944 
194\ 
1943 
1941 
1941 
1941 
1941 
1943 
1936 

1943 
1944 
1943 
1943 

1944 
1935 
1943 
1941 

194 1 
1941 
1944 
1944 
1940 

1941 

1943 

/18 

Umt/W'om IJ)I 

Ll'ib,t:lnda rtt:l l Sf S5 Oi\ ision 
SS-TOfen k()pfslandartt~ 2 
British l!rec Corps, I Irh SS Oi\ i<;iQn 
Grenadier Kgr_ 24, 11th SS Divi~ion 

2nd 5S Divi<;ion 
SS-Torenkorfstand3rte I 
Norwegian Legion 
'Der Fuhrer' Srandartc 
Grenadier Kgt. 49. 23rd SS Division 
'Deut~hland' Srandarte 
SS-Wachsrurmbann 11 
55-TV rmining units 
Sill SS Oi"isiun 
Frcikurps Danm;uk 
10th S Division 
Flemish Legion 
DUTch Legion 
Dutch Legion 
Norwegian Le~ion 
Grenadier Rgl. 48, 23rd S Division 
'Germania'StJlldarre 
17th SS Di"ision 
Pall1 .. er Battalion II , 11th SS DinSlon 
12lh 55 Dh ision 
9th SS DiVision 
18Th SS Di\'i.)ion 
Dachau tramlng camp 
War Corre .. pnndenr Ht'glmenr 
Infanrry Kgl. 4_ 2nd S Dil·tston; and 27th S~ 
Division 
Dutch Legion 
Norwegian b ·ston 
Gcbirgs R~t . 12. 6Th 5S Dh·is;on 
23 rd S5 Division 
1 Ith SS Division; a nd Grenadier Rgr. 
'Nordland'. 5th SS Di"isfon 
'Nordwt'.!.1' .llandarte 
Ski Battalion. 6th SS Oivi<;lnn: and Grenadier 
Rgt.13. I I th 55 Division 

IHE WAffEH ·S I 

Tirle \'ear 

(//traduced 

Oberbarern 193' 
Osrfriesland 1937 
Ostnl:lrk 1938 
Police cagle (insignia) 1941 
Prinz Eugen 1941 
Reichsfuhrer-SS 1943 
Rcichsfiihrung-S.l 1940 
Reichsschule-SS 1943 
Reinhard Heydrich 1942 
Sachscn 1937 
Sani r3lsJ. lneil ung 1936 
Skanderbtg 1944 
SS-Arztliche Akademie 1939 
SS- Feldgcnda rmerie 1942 
SS- Hdmwehr Danzig 1939 
SS- Inspcklion 1 93~ 
SS-KB-Ahr 1941 
SS-Kricgsbcrk-hter 1940 
S5-K riegsberic h rer-K p 1940 
SS·Musiksch ule Hraunschweig 194 1 
S5-Nachrichrcnsrurmbann 11)37 
5S- I'ion it' rSI urm ba n n 1937 
55-Pol izei-Di v; sian 1941 
S-Schule Braun~hw(:ig 1935 

55-Schu lt TOI"I. 1934 
55-Toren kop {vcr bi'! nde 1937 
SS-Obungslager Dachau 1937 
55-Un rerfij hre,Nch u I<: 1940 
5S-Verwaltungss('hulc 1935 
Theodor Eicke 1943 
Thule 1942 
Thfuingcn 1937 
Torenkopf 1941 
Wa llonicn 1944 
W.B.Dachau 1935 
Westland 1940 

in lieu of the g:lUdy Allgemeine-.lS armband 
which was dearly unsuitable for field w'e. 
The pmern of slt'eve cagle officially adopted 
by rht: a rmed S5 in Ma y 1936 was th rll 
illlroduC"ed simuhaneously {or Iht r.li lw3Y 
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Una/Worn 11y 

S5-'[mtnkopfsr.lIldarre 1 
SS-Wachsturmbann IV 
5S-TOIenkopfslandarte 4 
41h 55 Djvision 
71 h 5S Division 
16Th S5 Division 
SS high command sroff 
School for female 55 auxi liaries 
Gcbirgs Rgt. I I, 6th SS Divi~lon 
SS-Wachsntrmbann III 
ss-vr and 5S-TV Mt·dic.l l Battalions 
1 1 Sl 5S DiVision 
,\-Iedical Acadcmr 
Mililary Police 
S-I-kimwehr Danzig 

SS-VT Inspectorale 
War Corrc~pondem Harmlioll 
War Correspondcms 
War Correspondent ompany 
Braunschweig Music School 
55-vr Signa ls Batra lion 
SS~VT Pionter Battalion 
4,h S5 Division 
Braun<;chweig officers' school 
Bad Talz officers' school 
5S-TV Stair and Police ReinfOl'cemenrs 
Dnch3u Training Camp 
NC05<hool 
Adminimarion School 
Grenadier Rgt. 6, Jrd SS Division 
Grenadier Rgr. 5, J rd 5S Di vision 
SS-Torenkopfstandarte 3 
3rd S Division 
28th S Division 

Dach3u Economic Enterprises 
Grenadier Rgr. 10, 5th SS Division 

police, with a right-facing e3gle with dipping 
wings. It was discontinued after only twO 

years. but was sti ll bei ng worn by some SS 
vetera ns as l:ltt as 1943. T he seco nd and 
definitive pattern of SS national emblem, with 
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a left-facing eagle and straight wings tapering 
to a poim, was devised in 1938 and W,IS 

eventually produced in several v:,tr;,l[;ons. The 
commonest manufacturin g me thod was 
mac hine-embroidery, in white o r silver-grey 
cotton th read on black, and these RZM-style 
eag les came in th e fo ll owing th ree types, 
dependi ng upon period of production: 

Type 1 wit h a pronollnced sq U (HC head 
( 193B-4 I ) 

Type 2 with a less pronounced cun'ed head 
( 1 94 2~3 ) 

Type 3 w it h a sha ll ow ro und head 
( 1 944~5 ) . 

Photogra phs confi rm these types rime and 
(lIll C aga m as pe riod, ra ther than 
manufa cture rs', va r iatio ns. T he squ.tr(·· 

!he BOO mochine-woYen vtcion 01 r!Je SS Otm eagle 101 orflef IO'*t 
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headed 'Type [' ("lgle can regu lar1r be seen in 
prewar shots and pictures taken during the 
western and Balkan 1~1itzkriegs of 1940- 1, 
while the round-headed insignia never 
fcaIllres in these photographs, Con\'ersd)'. the 
round-headed 'Type J' cagle is consistently 
seen on camouflage drill tun ics during the 
Normandy and Ardennes bactles, with the 
'Type I' badge bei ng conspicuous by its 
absence a t thar stage of the wa r. 

[n 1939, a SEVO machine-woven version 
of the 1938-pattern SS sleeve eagle began to 
appear, in flat grey conon o r silken thread for 
other ranks and fine silver wire for officers, It 
wa s widely worn on all types of Waffen·S5 
uniform throughout the war, and W::lS even 
used as a cap badge by female 55 auxi liaries. 
The SEVO eagle was also prod uced in tan­
brown from 1943, for the tropical uniform. 

THE WAFFEH·\\ 

An ObMlUtfl"lfih8f 01 me SS.TV Medi((~ Salfllion temp!)'Oriy ~onded to the IXmy 10I1l00ing JIlKP(lSei 111939. In 0IkIi1ion to the 
slOl'dold SS sleeve eogIe, he wears rile mmy eogIe obo¥e his rig/ll breast pocket. This is rile oriy known phok9'~ showing both rJ 
... .,.,.. bOog "'" ..... """",. 

261 
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YBB 
a .. c 

d 

e f • •• II liD 
1'1 EO • • • , .. 

A seIectioo Ii loreigl1YOb1tees- shIeijs, I!'OI'Iy rJ wfkh wert We/Inoo(hl issue rn:I {OOM 10 be worn whefI the tOt; (oocemed were absorbed by !he 
Wo/f"'SS ...... 0" "" "' .. '" n.. """ iIeo~iod: 101- 1JWm; Ihl - _ ; 1<) - t.<I c..,.,; I~ - F""",; I.) - i"""",; 
(f) - Croots, (g) - Don COMh. 

Officers fn'qu cntly had their :mn eag les 
hand-embroidered in silver bullion . :lIld 
'Sepp' Dietrich again highlighted his unique 
S[;l[US by h:wing his insignia execu ted in gold 

Wife. 

In addition to the various regulation types 

of th e 1938-pancrn 5S Hohc it~abz.c iclH.'n, 
other cagles were sometimes worn on [he left 
:urn of the Waffen-55 run ic. A numocr of ex­
army officers who transferred to the Waffcn-

55. and fo reigne rs who had previously served 
in Wehrl1l:lcht legions. wore the army breast 
eagle on the sleeve. either to emphasise their 
o rigins or simply because the a rm}' c;.\glc was 
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mor(' readily avai lablc to thcm. Th e use of 

:Hmy eagles was particularly common during 
the rapid ex pans ion of the W3ffen-SS in 
1939-40. w hen 5S eagles were in sha n 
supply and army-s tyle Waffenf3rbe piping 
and matching collar patches were the order of 
th e da y. A rew 55-VT and S5-T V men o n 
secondmcnr ro arm)' u n its eve n wore lhe 
arm)' eagle o n the right breast while still 
sporting thc SS eagle on the left arm! Thl' 
Iwlian 5S had their own version of the sleeve 
eagle, which was right-being and clutched a 

fasces in stead o f a swas tika, and between 
August 1942 and October 1944 the German 

THE WAFHN·\\ 

police eagle in orange thread was wo rn by 
members of the SS- r eldgendarmerie. 

In Jddition to the foregoing insignia. which 
were common to most Waffcn-5S personnel. 
a number of related badges existed which 
merit only brid covcragt'. A ran ge of arm 
shields was crea red for foreign volullt('ers in 

the Waffen-SS, and genera ll~' took the form of 
machine-embro idered national flags on a 

hlack clOth ground measuring arou nd 60 mill 
x 50 rnm. These were sta ndardised in 1943, 
and mosl wer(' produced by the Berl in firm of 

Trollsch & H anselm:mn. The shit'lds wert' at 
first worn abo\'e the cuff tirle, and hu er 
beneath the arm cagle. and gr~\du3[] y repl;t~cd 
th.: army vers ions hitherto worn by many 
foreigners. The flags of Belgium. Denmark, 
EStonia, France. Great Britain , Holland , 
Latvia and Norway featured on Ihese s hields. 
while th e badges for Alb:tnian. Croatian, 
Finni sh, Flemish and Ukrainian vo lunteers 
bore suit:tble hemldic motifs. 

A series of ("r:lde badges [Q identify skills 
and specia liti es was designed in the shapc of 
black doth diamonds (or wear on th~ lower 

left sleeve. Each hadge was awarded after the 
successful completion of rhe re lc\'an t SS 

training co urse , and those who graduated 
from army schools were obliged to wear the 
army rrade badge in lieu of the S5 one. From 
OClober 1943 , mountain troops s ported a 
mnchine-embroidcrcd edelweiss on the left side 
of the Bergmiitze and on the right tunic slee\'(', 
above the Honour Chevron of the Old Guard 
if the l:ltter was <llso \vorn. Uniformed female 
SS :luxi1i:l ries had a unique badge consisti ng of 
a bl3ck oval conraining silver SS ru nes, which 
wa s sewn [Q Ihe leff bre3 st pocket. Other 
civilian employees were g i\'cn embroidered, 
woven or printed armbands bearing the 
wording 'Waffen-55' or ' 1m Diell!) re cler 
Waffen -5S' when on duq', and brassards 
featuring na riona l colours were worn by the 
young S5 flak helpers from the east. 

Du ring th e Second World War, \'(faUen-55 
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soldiers were eligible for the whole range of 
Nazi military decorations, including thc Iron 
C ross, the Ge rma n Cross . the War M eri l 
C ross, and so on. Participation io the Crimea . 
Dcm;ansk and Kurland barrles earned Ihe 
appropriare campaign distinctions for m,'n of 

the Leibstand :me. SS-Tol'enkopf-D ivision Jnd 
6th Waffen-Armcckorps der 55. wh ile troops 
of (I II units wore Infantry Assault B(ldges . 

Ge ne ral Assault Badges, Fl ak nnd Panzer 
Barrie Badges, Wound Badges. Tank 
Destrucrio n Awards and the Close Combat 
Clasp" Among Ihe plethora of Third R(·i ch 
comb3 t decorations. howeve r, only till' 
Guerrilla Warfare Badge was singled out as 
being of specific releva nce to the activities of 
the Waffen-S5, and for tha t reason it deserves 
some detailcd coverage. 

H ider 's invasion of rhe Soviel' Union in 
J une 1941 soon resu lted in the Wehrmacht 
facing an en tirely new type of ene llly, 
profess ioll:lll y o rganised partisa ns who 
:macked in large groups capable of taking on 

and defeating German units of bartalion or 
e .... e n regimeIHal Slrellgth. Th,' partisan 
movement stem mcd from rh e presence in 
German-occu pied territory of whole Red 
Army units which had been cut off by Ihe 
rapidiry of the German advance. As ea rl}f as 
July 1941 the Cen tral Committee of Ih e 
Communist Parry ca lled upon Soviet citizens 
to join these units and l:Ike up arms, and the 
followi ng year the Soviet H igh Command 
rook steps to co-ordinate guerrilla activiry b)f 
eSlablishing the G .. nrra[ Staff of the PartiSan 
Mo\"ement. Liai so n office rs, win·less 
eq uipm ent, we,\pons and suppl ies were 
provided in (,ver-increasing numbers and 
partisan operations were fully integrated illlo 

Red Army stra tegy. In addition to widespread 
attacks on GermaTl commu nications. 
partisans made speci fi c efforrs in support of 
Soviet offensives, notably llt Kursk, and were 

able ro case th e progress of conventional 
forces by secu ring bridges ~\nd k,'y 
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S5 II!lde Ioiges. Jbese were worn M !he left sleeve, above !he oiIliIIe, .. _"' ...... """"_ . .....-.­
Fane; B -~ OffICII; ( - .... ; 0 - 1frIr,.pln tKO; f -
~leIirool; f - MedKoI Offl(tI, G - Med!c9I 0Idett(, H - Musk01; 1-
ltgoI OftKer: J - Admi1tstroriYe offKel; K - ArIOOlJGI NCO; l- (Qxswtin. 

installations III the p:Hh of rheir advance. The 
vaStness of the •• rea bchuld the Germ.tn lines 
:lnd the terrain of fores' ... . mounrains and 
marshes len! Ihemseln's to gut'rnlla attack!. 
and the p3rtis3ns w('nl from strength 10 
strength. They ('"cmllaU), numbered around 
400,000 in \'(Iarsilw. 390.000 in Yugosl:H'i;l, 
230,000 in the n ;lJric SI3fCS, 150,000 in 
Byelorussia, 50,000 in northern Imly, 40,000 
in Ihe Ukraine. 40,000 in Greece and 35.000 

in Albania, The largest German ant;-parrisan 
:>Wl'Cp of Ihc war. 'Operation otlbus', which 
wok plac(' in B}'elo ru ssia in Ju ne 1943, 
involved nearl~' 17.000 Gcrm:m truOps .tnd 
wa~ conducted so brutal!> and rmhlessly that 
nmhing, human or animal. was left alive in 
the zone of operations. NeH'nhdess. as was 
typIcal in this son of warfare. 'Cottbu~' fai led 
to Ir.11' its quarry and was a major setback 
for the Germans. The struggle between the 
Nazis and th e partisan:. W:15 always one 
where no quarter was asked or gh'cn. 
Atrocities committed again st captured 
German soldiers were met with a polic), of 
extermination 011 the parr of the occupying 
(orees. On entering Tagn nrog, for example, 
the Leibsrandarre found th~ mutilated 
remain!. of six of its men who had been killed 
and thrown down a well. During the next 
three da ys. Dietrich's troops shO! some 4.000 
Russbn prisoners as :1 reprisn1. i\nl i-parris:1n 
duties incre:1Singly tied down large numbers 
of Germ:1n so ldiw) from :111 Ihe fig hting 
services. and vaSt tracts of Cerman-CJCcupied 
terri tory soon became \'irtu al no-go arl'as, 
allowing even better co-ordination of partisan 
activity. 

1M 

Tht' campaign against Ihis 'invisible enemy' 
took 3 significanr rurn when H immler was 
nude responsible for all an ti-p.tnisan 
opt=rations in October 1942. In a speech 
given shortly afterward s, he stilted th ~lI ,he 
II ew e.ne my did nOt deserve th e titl e 
' parrisan.;', which h:ld paTrioric connotations, 
3) they " lere simpl~' members of what he 
ca lled outlaw g:lngs, or ' Sal1den '. He ordered 
th at in eVe' r}' case these ga ngsler gucrrdlas 
were now to be rooted ou t and t'xeeutt=d 
without trial. Himmler appoinred SS­
Ohergruppenfiihrer Erich von dem Bach as 
his co unter-guerrilla chid. a man who was 
such a pathologica l Sl:t v-hatcr that he had 
dropped 'Zelewski' from the end of his name 
in No,'ember 1940 becau)e he fel t it sounded 
'too Polish', Himmlcr a nd von dem Bach 
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arranged for the formation of large numbers 
of SS· (>olkc: rt'l!lmenrs, policl." rifle regimenrs 
and Schum;! hatt.lli()l1s to comba t the 
partisans, thu~ releaslll!; 1I1 e arlll}' for from­
line sen ice, In August 1944, tltl' partisan 
'Polish Home Army' rose up in \'(fars.lw. in 
anllclpation ot approachlllg Red Armr 
as!rol!rotance whIch l1e\'l,~r materialised. The 
rebels initiall) g"'ned control oi n\o·third.!t of 
the d~·. but the ferocitr of the S :md police 
response. which le,'elied Po land's cari t;1]. 
forced the guer rill:lS underground. inro the 
s~wt:n. where ther were gradu:llly reduced 
ond deicared br forces equipped wi th armour 
and (I.nnerhrowcrs. supported by Lufrw~ffc 
rub squadron.;. Among the 55 troops most 

acti"e in War~aw were th e KaminskI and 
Dirlewanger Brigade~. rerror unitS composed 
of cunv,cted criminals spe.:i;1I I~' :.clecled for 
theIr brutali ty and expendabiht)·, The crushing 
of the Wilrsaw uflri~ing was the mosl notable 
anti-p,misan victory Olchicwd by the Germans 
during th e war. VOIl dem B:lch, who 
personally commanded ;1 b:Hllc group in till' 
action. receivcd the Knight's Cross after the 
Succ('!rosful conduslnn of thc fighting. 

The fe rocity of the war waged agalll5t the 
p;1rrisans eventually nccessit3[ed rhe creation 
of a nt=\\' de,or~ltion to rC\\'ard those who had 
been engaged upon it for :l prolonged period. 
On 30 Janua ry I ~4 4, Hirler insti lutcd rhl' 
Bandenk.lInpfabzeichen. lit e r:lll ~' ' S:1ndit 
Banle 8::tdge' but llIort' accur:llc1r 'Guerri lb 
Warfare Badge'. II was officially designated 
as a ' Kampfaluekhen der W'afft:n -S5 und 
Poltzet', or ' Waffen -SS and Police Battle 
Badge', and was the' ani), militar)' dccoration 
of the Third Reich amibuted spccifica ll ), 10 

the 55. Award of the badge W;1S not made in 
the name of Ihe Supremt" Commander of the 
Wehrm;1cht, as was usually rh e case \\Iilh 
military decorariolls, bUI in tht· lJame of the 
Rekh~fultt('r-SS, An nrd er issued from 
Ilimmier's field headquarters on I Febru:lrY 
1944 laid down the follOWing: 

I. The Guernlla Warfare B:tdgt' recognises 
the:' bravcry and meritorious conduct of 
the recip1ent. 

1. It is awarded in three grades, l~rol1'te, 

Silver and Gold. 
3. The Gucrrilla Warfare Badge can be 

awarded to all office rs, NCOs and men 
engaged in anti-guerrilla operations. 

4. The qualification for award is: 
(a) 8ranZ(' - 20 comba t da ys 
(b) Sil\'cr - 50 c:ornbat days 
Ie) Gold - 100 combat days. 

5, A co mbat da r is reckoned 10 be ollc 
during which rhe recipicnt has t,lkt'll part 
in dose combat (man ag(tins[ man ) with 
guc.rrilla .!>. 

6. Combat days m.t}' be reckoned as frol1l I 
January I ~4J. 

7. The Guerr illa Warfare Badge rna }' be 
worn o n the left brea:.t pocket of all SS, 
police and NS DAP uniforms. 

8. The B(tdge is awarded with a CLtation. 
9. Posthumous presenta t ions of awards in 

respecl of those:' who h:w e qualified for 
them prior ro being kill~·d in action WII[ 

be made to their m·xt-of-kin. 

QualificaliOn for award was therefor(' \'cry 
high. makmg rhe Bandenkampfabzeichen far 
more difficult to :lchieve th;1n s imilar 
decorations su~ h :I S Ihe ( llfal1tr~' AssaulT 
S::tdge. 

The d{'sign of the Guerri ll :1 Warfare Badge 
was based un that of the in signia of the 
Silesian Freikorps of 19 19 and featured:l 
wreath of oaklcavc~ enclosing a SWOrd with 
sunwheel swasrika (repr.:-seming the German 
;1 nd au.xiliHY forces t plunging into a hydra 
(tht' parti sa ns). The Hyd ra was a fabulous 
mulri-headed sea serpent of Greek mythology. 
and was :llmQst impossible to destroy since its 
he:1d:. grew quickly again if they were CUI off. 
The parallel with Ihe partisan forces. which 
spra ng up \'igorously tillle and time ag::!in. i ~ 

ob"ious. At the sword's point wss a death's 
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head . which \\I.1S doubly appropriate sinc(' it 
symbolised both rhe S irn-ol\'emenr and the 
deadly natu re of rhe srruggk whk·h was being 
carried on. 

HinHnlcr resl'n"cd rhe- nght to aW~Hd [nt 

gold badge personally, which is not surprising 
since It W3:. the equivalent of winning the 
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prestiglou~ Close Combat Clasp III Gold 
[win'. The V61klSchcr Bl'obachter of 11 
Februa ry 1945 reported thai: 'The 
Reichsfuhrcr·SS yeslerda~t presented the fir!>! 
Guerrilla Warfare B;ldt!t's In Gold to four 
members of the Waffc:n-SS engaged in rhe 
fighting on Ihc Adriatic Coast', The firs t 
reCIpient \\Ill!> SS-Ohersl urmfiihrtr Erich 
Klihbandncr of rhe 24th S5 Di"lsion. which 
had been raised spccificall) to combat 
parris:m .. in the Ca rso and JulIan Alps . Given 
the late stage In the war, :-md the rime taken 
to p roceSi> award applic!Hions a nd arrange 
prest'llt.ltiotl ce remonies, it i .. unlikel}' that 
any further awards of the gold badge wer£' 
made. Even the bronze and si ker badge) were 
highly prized by the \'\/;tHen-55 and police. 
and were seldom bestowed since the chances 
of survivin g. mo re than a few days' close 
cumbat wi th parris.l l1S were slim indeed. 

In many ways. the design and St"ory of the 
Guerrilla Warfare Badge represent the 
desperate and friendless Sira lt) in \\ hich rhe 
Waffen-55 found itself in the la st ye3r of the 
war. It is stili difficult to reconcile rhe 
substantial b:mlc(ic1d :'H.:hie\'emems of the 55 
with the undoubted atrocities whICh some of 
Its unit s committed against su lda'n. and 
civilians a1ikto. 

EPILOGUE 

By the aurumn of 194 4, the Black Order had 
sec ured almost total political. Illlhtar~ and 
cconomic power III Germany, and there were 
only mo men who rtally mattered in the whole 
of Ihe Reich - Adolf Hitler and Heinrich 
I limm ier. The Swedish pr('SS was .1 Iread" 
referring to Hi mmler :lS 'Oictator uf German,,:. 
and with G6ring long since disgraced it SCf"m~ 
to many th3t the Reichsfuhrer. 5 wai> merely 
waitmg for Hitler's dC:lth to pbce him-.clf at the 
head of the N.ll.! regime. As Commander-in. 
Chief of rhe Hom(" Arm)'. It was HlIllllller who 
drew up pkins fo r The lasr-dilCh defence of the 
F:Hhcrland .md threatened that e\er~ dcserter 
\\ou ld be punished not onl)" hy his own 
c.'I(l'Curion but also b~' that of his entire f.lmi ly. 
Firing Waffen-55 couns martial ~wung into 
action right across the countr~'. ,mel began 
hanging shirkers and lead'swi ngers from trees 
and lamp,posTS as a wa rning to others . 
Allgemeine·55 men scrving in the Wehrmacht 
and with thl' Volkssmm\ incrc;l<;ingly kt·pt their 
ca~ to the g.round for defearist mlk •• md reponed 
whether the ~entences passed on offenders by 
regular mi litary courtS martial measured up to 
Himmler's sc\·ere Sl.1ndards. In No\'cmOCc. the 
I{eichsfiihrer's power reached its peak. for on the 
9th of the momh he wa~ granted rhe unique and 
symbolic pri\·ilt"gc of raking Hitler's place for the 
del i\cry of the tr.lditional beer hall speech 
commemor:uing the ~ I till ich putsch. 

In the backgrou nd, however. lurked a 
shadow)" rh'a] in the power struggle. ~ I artin 
Bormann. Head of the Party Chancelle'1 and 
Hitler's dQS('"St NSDAP adviser. wore Ihe Blood 
Order not be<-ausc of :lny inmlvemenr in the 
~ I ll n ich pUTsch, bur beca usc he had sen'ed a 
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rear in prison as a pattlll,:al murderer. He was 
an 5S-0hergruppcnfiihrcr. hUI felt onl)' jealous 
hatrt'd tow.uds Himmler and longed for his 
downfall. Bormann knew rbat the Reichsflihrer 
was no military tactician. and in a wi ly effort 
to discredit 1um persuaded Hitler to nominate 
the 5S ch ief to rhe \:lcant post of Commander 
of Ann)' Group Upper Rhine in ea rly 
December. This, in effect . gave Himmler the 
responsibilities of .. \X'ehrmacht Field .\I arshal 
at the critical time when the a rmed forces were 
colla psing on a ll froms. A .. (·xpccted. Himmler 

lilt RlIChsfiihItI'·SS in hIrbe! 1944, by wIih nme he 101 bernme 
oc(eprad II'> Hlllef'51leif-ap(lClenr 
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the- arch-policeman completely buckled in his 
new soldierl y rote and did no b"t{cr when 
reassigned to take charge of Ar my Group 
Vistula ;n J anuary 1945. H :luntt'd by the 
spectre of defeat, umble ro cope with his now 
ma ssive personal responsibilities, and no longer 
sure of H ider"s favou r in these volatile times. 
Himmler went on extended sick leave with 
'severe influenza' and tOok refuge in rhe SS 
hospital at Hohenlychcn run by his old friend 
Karl Gebhardt. On 10 1'4ar..:h, a disillusioned 
Fiihrer relieved him of his army command on 
the Vistul a. Bormann's scheme had worked 
perfcr:t1y, and had made him the new f:lVourire 

to succeed Hitler as head of the NS DAP. 
H.:lVing suddenly lost f:lce. and consequently 

all rea listic hope of the succession, H imm ler 
now determi ned to save his own skin and [hat 
of his 55 comrades b)' opcning secreT peace 
negot iations wirh rhe western Allies. using 
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important concentration camp inm:Hes as 
ba rgaining counters. At the beginning of April, 
Coum Folke Bernadone, Vice· Presi dem of tht' 
Swedish Red Cross and agreed intermediary in 
the t;l lks, p:lid his second visit to Himm ler at 

Ho henlychen to discuss rhe possibilities of 
arra nging a German c;lpiru la ri on on the 
western front. Bernadotte was prepa red to 

appeal to Eisenhower an i), if Himmler would 
ded"re himself H ider's sllccessor. dissolve the 
NSDAP and release all Scandin""lan prisoners 
held in Germany. H immler, however, was 
un"ble to make up his mind. He dreamed of 
himself ;IS the new saviour of Nazi German)'. 
but still could not wrench free fro m Hitler's 
overpowering psychological influence to which 
he had been subject sinc(: 1923. As late as 13 
April 1945. H immle r personally denounced 
his old radjur:lIlt Karl Wolff as a tr"iror when 
\'(Iolff opened up his own independent pcace 

-
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negor irations with the Allies in Swi tzerland . 
Th e situat ion worsened drama t icall~' when 
other notable 55 leaders panicked and began 
to abandon the sinking ship in w nsidera ble 
numbers. Three SS-Obe rgruppenfilhrer. 
namcl~ Felix Steiner, Curt von Gottberg and 
Richard H ildebrandt, seriously considered a 
plan to assassin;lte H itler as a means of swiftly 
putting an cnd TO th e war, "nd even Ernst 
Kaltenbrunncr of the R51-1A plotted th e 

surrender of Austri" to the Americans. T he 
general consensus among the SS was that tht'iT 

poStwar in te res ts would be best served If 
H irnrn ler was Head of Sta te a nd able ro 
Tlt·goriatt· on thei r behalf. 

On 19 Apri l, S5- Brigadefuhrcr Walter 
Sc hellenberg, K"henbrunner's subo rdinate, 
implored H imrnler for the last timt'. on beh"lf 

of " growing section of the S5 leadership, to 
depose H itler and rn"ke peace. T he 
Reic hsfiihrcr wave red, but his cou rage 
evaporated once more. The following day, he 

journeyed to the Chancellery Bunker to pay his 
respects on his m"ster's birthday, and tri ed 
unsuccessfully to persuade H itler TO quir the 
capital and continue the barrie from an alpi ne 
redoubt in sO llthern Germany. After the 

meagre birthday celebrations. H irnmler b"de " 
fina l f"Tewe ll to H itler and left Berl in for his 
field headq uarters :H I-Io henlychen. On lS 
Apri l, news was relayed ro the Fiihrerbunker 
that Schellenberg, supposedly acti ng on [x'half 
of the Reichsfuhrer-SS, had offered the western 
Allies the cond itional capi tulation of Germany, 
which they had du ly rejecred. H ill)n1le r had 
probab ly never officia ll y sa nctioned 
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Schellenberg's offer, but Hitk'r was nonc the 
less paral)'s(-d by the :lI>PM(,IH (cn-lariol1 of 
'cler rreue Heinrich's' betrayal. He immediately 
ordered SS personnel in the rOOI11 TO leaH' his 
presence and thereafter issued Bormann with 
instructions for I-l immler's arr('st, 
s imultaneously expelli ng the Reichsflihrc r 
from the NSDA P and all his government 
offices. H itler then appointed 55-
Obergruppenfiihrer Karl Hanke. Gauleiter of 
Lower SilcSla. as the new Reichsfi.ihrer-SS. 
Howc\'cr, Hanke never received word of Ius 
promotion , having already abandoned his POSt 

in the besieged city of Br("slau ... nd flown off in 
one of rhe few helicopters then in oper:nion. 

Forty-eight hours l:uCt'. Hider was dead and the 
Third Reich was at an end. In its stead. confusion 
and chaos reignccl. Grand Admiral DOnitz. head 
of the nllnp Nazi gO\·emment. confinned that he 
had no place for Il immier in his short -li ved 
adm inistration. 55 officers and lll{-n from all 
branches of the orga nis:u ion, fea rful of the 
reprisals which the)' were sure would be directed 
against them, bumed their uniforms, files and 
Identity papers, caSt aside their dagg{'rs, swords 
and death's head rings, gathered what loot and 

One 01 rile veteroo 10!enI:.~ N(Os Of Beken being semdled by British soldiers after rile Iiberolioo of me (~, 11 Apri IW. 
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booty they could. and fled into hiding. Those 
captured wen.' put to work clearing up the mess. 
rhen herded into Dachau and orher camps 
pending a de-Na~ification process and possible 
criminal proceedings. The dreaded day of 
Tl'Ckoning had arrived. 
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For Hirnmlcr. the cease-fire concluded by 
Donin on 5 M Ol)' 1945 marked the end of the 
road. All the \X/ehr macht officers who had 
hastily gathered around the Grand Admiral, 
desper:uc to avoid charges of war crimes 
being levdlcd against them, now sh ifted the 
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bla me for Nazi Germany's conduct totally on 
to the 5S and Ihc person of the Reichsfilhre r. 
On 6 Ma y, H immlcr nH1Slcrcd his remaining 
fa ithful cnrourngc including. his brother 
Ge bhard , Hans Prutzmann, Leon Dcgrellc, 
and vario us Haupralllt chiefs. police generals 
and Waffen -5S le .. dcrs, ;lIld ga\'c a final 
farewell speech. He ended by handin g out 
pre pared fa lse idenriry document s, and 
ad vised hi s fo ll o wers to ' subm erge in rhe 
Wchrm3chr'. Each then went his own wa y. 
Himmlcr furn ished himself with the papers o f 
a fo rme r militar y police sergea nt nam ed 
Hei nrich H itzinge r, who had ea rlier bee n 
executed by the SS fo r defeati sm. He a lso 

carried a phial of cyanid e. and had a ho le 
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drilled in o ne o f his molars to accommodate 
it. There W:l S no doubt in his mind :lbout his 
fare :lnd th:u o f his chief accomplices should 
they fall inro encm>' h:lnd s. 

On 10 May, Himrnlcr set Olit on foot from 
Flensburg to IJ:lV:lri:l. He W:lS escorted by 55-
Obersturm b:lnnfiihre r Wle rner Gro thm a nn 
a nd 5S-HauptslurmfiJhrer Heinz Ma cher, 
bo th in a rm y uni fo rm . Gro rhm a nn , a ni>' 
twent y- nin e yea rs o ld . ha d bee n rh e 
ReichsfHhrcr 's pe rsonal a ide-de-camp sin ce 

194 3, and was o nc o f hi s most lo}'al 
subo rdi nates. Macher, a lthough fo ur rcars 
younger, was a ha rdened combat \'eter.l n and 
had wo n the Q aklea \'C'< to his Knight's C ross 
in 1944 w hile servi ng wi th ' Oas Reich' in 

EPILOGUE 
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Russ ia. It was M ac her w ho had blown up 
\X'ewelsburg Castl e th e previous monrh o n 
Himrnler's direct instruc tions, to prevc llI its 

capture by the Allies, and he had also been 
charged with rhe task of burying rhe castle's 
treasures, including over 9.000 dcath's head 
rings held in the shrine ro commemorate 55 
men killed in actio n. Prorecred by these two 
stalwa rts, Himmler imended to join the many 
oth er SS and NS DAP leaders who had fl ed 
south-east to the Alps. On 21 Ma y, however, 
the three men were a rrested by the nrllish at 
a romine check-poim between Hamburg and 
Bremell . Two d ays late r th ey a rri ved a t an 
inr erroga li o n ce ntre a t Barfel d , nea r 
Li.lrleburg, wh ere th e former Reichsfuhrer's 
ident it} was con firmed, As his e lated ca prors 
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began to questio n him, Himrnler bit on the 
cyanid e caps ule and wa s dead within 
minutes, thu s escaping the humiliation of a 
show tria l and the certain fat e of a hangman's 
noo se . H e wa s subsequ ently bu ri ed in an 
unmarked grave o n Uinebu rg Heath, and his 
fal se identity disc. spectacles and few other 
me:lgre possessions were di stribtUed among 
the attendant Allied intelligence personnel as 
SOU\'Cnlrs, 

Onl y ;t sma ll number of S5 leadcrs 
fo llowed Himmler's example by committing 
suicide_ Among them were Hans PrUfZl1lann, 

Ph ilipp Bo uhl c r, Herbe rt Backe, Leonard o 
COlll i, Od ilo Glo bocnik, Friedrich-\,(/ilhclm 
Knigcr and Ernst-Ro bert Grawirz., the latter 
blowing hoth himself and hi s famil )' up with 
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hand gre nad es. C hri st ian Weber. th e ol d 
SIOM.rrupp vc tcra n, was ki lled in action in 
1~3V3ri:l at th e end of rhe war and Ka rl 
Hanke. the last Rcichsfii hrer-5S, was be,lTen 
to death by Czechs a cou ple of months bter. 
Man)' SS officers, including rhe Gestapo chief 
Hcinrkh M iiller, the Conce nrrati on Ca mp 
Inspector-Genera l Richard GHicks, and the 
infamo us Dr J osef M t'ngele, si mpl y 
disappeared undergroun d as Hi mmler had 
recommended. 

During Ihe second half o f 194 5. the 
\' icro riou s Allies engaged upon a concerted 
effort to roOf ou t and round up all forme r 
nu~mbers of the 55, which they dt."Ckm'd had 
been an illeS:l1 and terro ris t o rgan isa t ion. 
Their primarr objccr;\'c was ro put Ihe 
leaders before a military tribunal, ro answer 
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cha rges o f war crunes. ,\lass arrests followed 
and 32.000 ex-55 men were incan:eratcd :H 

Dachau alone by the end of the rear. Fran z 
Breithaup t died :If Prien soo n after being 
taken into British custod )'. ;lnd Maximili;ln 
von Herff suff,'rcd ;1 si milar fate ;It 

Co rn shead P riO T), POW cam p on La ke 
Windt'rlllere in September, the same Illonth in 
which \'('alter Schmi rr expired 10 Dabltce as a 
c.lptive of the Czechs. Those who were duly 
pUI on Irial at Nurnberg and elsew here 
during 1946-7 received <l VaTlelY of 
sentences. Ernst Kaltenbrunner. Oswald Pohl. 
Anhur Crciser. Karl Hermann Funk. KUf[ 
Daluege. Karl Geb hardt, Fr ied rich J{'cke ln, 
Karl Brandt and Alben Forsu~r. along with a 
further eigh leen less well-known 55 and 
police ge nerals, we re condemned to death 

EPILOGUE 

and executed fo r Iheir im'ol\'elllent in th e 
Nazi exterm ination polic)'. Large num bers of 
more jun ior personnel who h;ld staffed 
co nce ntration camps, se rved in Ein sa tz­
gruppen or t;lken part in Waffen-5S atrocities 
were si mil;lri y deal t wirh. Gorrlob Be rge r 
W;lS sentenced to rwent~'- f ive years' 
impri son menr. \'('emer Lorenz and H a ns 
Lammers each received twcnty rea rs in ja il. 
Wilhelm Keppler got ten yea rs, and Walrer 
li uch was condemned 10 five yea rs' hard 
labour before com mitt ing suicide, Gustav­
Ado lf Scheel a nd Walter Schellenberg were 
eac h g i\'en five )'ea rs' imp ri sonmen t. and 
O n o Dietrich one rea r. Erich "on dem Bach. 
;l prime candida te for the d ea th senTt:nce , 
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s,w('d his neck and a void ed extradition to 
Poland b>' ;lcting a s a wirne ss for rhe 
prosec ution at Niirn berg . The majority of 
the se men served o ur th eir term s o f 
imprisonment, which were ofTen reduced on 
apP('al or for good behaviour, and went on 
to enjoy comfortable lives in postwar Wesr 
German),. Indeed, for },ca rs thereafter. Allied 
intdligence age ncies frequentl>, sought the 
advice of Schellenberg and his former RSHA 
co lleagues , and pa id h a nd somd~' for th(· 
benefil of thei r expert ise in espi o na ge and 
interrogation techn iq ues. 

As for Ihe other fo rmer SS commanders 
a nd not;lble perso na lili es . Franz Xaver 
Schwarz succ um bed to ill-health in 
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Rcgensburg internment camp in 1947, while 
Ulri ch Grcifeh died in Februa ry 1949 at 
Landsberg. also afte r a [(Jog illness. Ulrich 
Graf perished :l pauper in Munich in Nlarch 
1950, followed by Richa rd Hildebra ndt in 
195 1. Rich;lnl Walther Darre expired from 
liver failure two years lat er, Rudolf Diel s 
accidentally shot and killed himself durin}! a 
hunting expedition in November 1957. and 
Max Amann died in pove rry rhe same rear 
having had all the wea lth which he accrued 
from publishing Me;" Kampf confiscated by a 
dc- azification tribunal. Heinz Rcinefarth. 
the first SS member to win the Knight's Cross 
and commander of police units invoh'ed in 
crushing the Warsa w uprising, \Vas luckier, 
taking up a career in local govc:rn menl and 
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(lsmg 10 the po .. t of Burge rmei ster of 
W('sterland in 1958. His close police 
associa te, Alfred Wii nnenberg , died in 
Kre feld in 1963. Karl Wolff. alwa ys ;) 
'smooth ralkl'r', bu ilt up a successful public 
r('btions bus iness until he rcccived a belated 
ten -year prison SCIHCJ1Ct' in 1964, following 
revel<lIions at the Eichmann trial. Hans 
Jiittm·r died al Bad Tolz in 1965, and in 1966 
four form er Wa rren -SS generals, namely 
'~pp' Dietrich. Georg Kt'ppler. Herbert Gille 
and Felix Stl·ine r. all succumbed ['Q various 
illnesses and were buried after fun eral 
st' rvices openly allended by hundreds of 
Warren-SS veter:m s. Julius Schaub pursued 
his profession as a Munich chemist until his 
demise in 1967. while Karl Fichlcr and Jakob 
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Grimming('r bmh died in obscurirr in 1969. 
Emil ~ I aurke_ the part-J ewish holder of S 
m('mbership number 2 (Hitler held number I ) 
livcd until 1972, the same )'ear as nincty-two­
rear-old Paul l iau!.ser. the- rncrcd ·Father of 
rhe \'</:.d fen-SS ' . was laid to res t in the 
presence of his old com rades . Werner Lorenz 
died in 1974. Gortlob Berger in 1975, ,Illd 
August He issmeyer in 1979. The la st 
surviving Hauptamt chief, Karl Wo lff, gave 
up thc gho!)t :1I Rosenheim in 1984. Wi!!l his 
death, rhe fo rmcr top-r:tnk ing SS leadership 
a nd the lin geri ng Old Guard of th(' 
orga nisation wefe finally extingu ished. 

Ho wever. while the majority of th e very 
highest SS leaders were too well known to 
avoid detcerion and arrest by the Allies at the 
end o f the war, theT!: were m:lI1y mo re 
an o nymou s and rather faceless individuals 
who qu itc {'asily e\'adt"d caprure. Prom inent 
among such men wt"re Heinrich Muller. 
Richard GH.icks and Dr Josef 1\lengele, whose 
aSSOC I;)tlOnS with the extermination 
programme ea rned them dea rh sentences ' in 
absenria' from the Nurnbe rg tribUl1J!. 
I lundred s of junior SS officers and NCOs 
from concentrat ion ca mp guard units . 
police men w ho had served with EinS'HZ· 
gruppen in the east. a nd foreign voluntee rs 
slll"h as Ll'011 Degrelle who were regardcd as 
arch-tr:lirors in thei r own countries. managed 
10 flee to the safery of sympath cric n:nio ns 
and se t up new and co mfortab lc li ves for 
themselves "fter 1945. Their abi liry to do so 
\vas due almos t entirely to the a ssis tance 
prOV ided by a vaSt "nd typica ll y efficiL'1lI 
csca pe network o rganiscd by the SS ;n it~ 

terminal stages. 
At the end of 1944, Himmler ordered rhe 

RSHA to prepa re false identity documcnts 
;lnd passports bearing fi ctitious names which 
were sub sequent ly dis tr ibuted to selec ted 
leading members of the 55 and NS DAP. Afrer 
rhe surren der was sig ned, man y fOp Nazis 
wem into hiding nr operated openly under 
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their new pseudon)'l11s. In front of the very 
eyes of the Alli{'d administration, valuable 
co nt acts were establi shed between high ­
ranking 3zis In pr iso n and new 
und ergro und groups outside, us ing secret 
codes devised by rhe SD before tht" collapsc of 
the Third Reich. The initial overall 
o rganisation which co-ordina tcd th ese 
activitics w"s ca lled 'Spinnc', or 'Spid{'r' , and 
was restricted to operating within Germany 
it self. Most importa nt ex-5S m{'n did no t 
want to ha ng aro und the Homeland for tOO 
long, however, a nd by 1946 the}' decided thar 
the rim e had come to set up a worldwide 
escape n(·lwork. As a resu lt , the ODESSA 
(Orga n isation der SS-AngehOrigen. or 
Organisa t ion o( 5S Members ) came in to 
being (he following year. 

111 a surpri s ingl y short time, using the 
ex perti se of its RSHA veterans, ODESSA 
huilr up an efficient S)'StCIll of couriers who 
managed to smuggle wanted SS men and 
other Na zis OUt of the coun tr ),. A few 
ent{' rprising individual s even secu rcd jobs 
dri ving US Army trucks on the 
Munich-Salzburg autobahn. and hid fugitives 
in rh e backs of rh e' ve hicles, which we re 
se ld om searc hed by the Am{'rican militar), 
police, ro get them sa fely across the AUStrian 
border. Every forry miles o r so. an ODESSA 
Anlaufsrelle, or reception ce nlre, was 
eSlabli slJ('d, rUIi by at least three but not more 
I' hal1 fi ve people, whu knew on ly the 
Anlaufstellen 0 11 ei thcr side of them along the 
ro ute. These rela y points covered Ihe entire 
Ge rm an-Austrian frontier, with the mos t 
import(lnt ones being sit uared at 
Ostermicthlllg in Upper Aust ria, Zell-am-See 
in rh c Salzburg Distrier, and ISi s n(·ar 
Innsbruck in the Tyrol. Many SS men on the 
rUIl endl!d up at either Bregenz or Lindau, 
buth o n Lake Constance, fro m where' rhey 
crossed into Swit ze rl a nd a nd the reafter 
boarded eivilai rline nights to the Middle faSt 

o r South America. ODESSA also ran a 50-
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called Nlonastery Route. betwe:en AUStrta and 
Italy, whe re symp.lth('tI~· Roman athoHc 
dcrgy, panicularly Franci scan friars, pa:oscd 
hunted 5) mell down a long Ime of religiolls 
'safe houses', )\ Iorco\'('r. Ihe org;lnisa lioll had 
COlllll?l'riolls with prufessional ~muggJer~ in all 
frontier areas . and cu ltivat c:t1 valuable 
COntaCb in the Spanish, Egyptian. Syrian and 
numerous South American embassies ill 

nl rio1l5 Eurupean I:apitals. One uf the main 
urganisers was Obersrurmb;ll111f(ihn.:r Fmnz 
I~ oestel, (orl1lerl~1 of rht' \\hl ffen -55 di\'ision 
' J!nmdsbers' . Although not on the 'wanted' 
list himself, he oper:n cd under rhe u<;sumed 
name of Haddad Said . and fou nd pl (lce~ for 
many of his ex-colleagues <I ) mi liwry advisers 
to the governments of developing Arab states. 

All th is COSt money, :1 resource which 
ODESSA com·cniently h:ld in VJrlu:111 )' 
unlimited supply. The huge profi ts amassed 
through the SS economic enterprises. th e 
substanti al d o na t ions reeei\·t'd over man)' 
years from mcmbns of the Freundeskreis 

RfSS and rhe Fordernde Mitgliedcr, and tht' 
cash raised b}' rhe sale of confiscated Jewish 
property ,lnd .Ht t reasu res IOOled trom the 
occupied terriwril'S had filled the wanime 
coffers of the S5 to the point of o\'erflow. 
Early in 1945 . the WV H t\ and RSIIA 
Io:onspired 10 liquid:ue III remaining S assets 
and tramler Ihe b(llk o( it, mOlley illlo bank 
accounts opened in ncutr:ll \:ounrnes. These 
were s u bsequentl), used to establish ;'lod 

fi nan ce over 750 55· spo nsored companies 
which spm ng up all over Ihe world, including 
11 2. in -'pain. 51:S in PoTtug;ll , 35 m Turkey. 98 
in Argenrina, 2 14 in Switzerla nd and 233 in 
Ofhcr countries. Trusted former SS officers 
suddenly and un expectedly had substant ial 
sums deposi{cd intO theIr prrson:ll b:wk 

accounts . which cxplain!> how so Inti"" or 
them became 'successful nusinessmen' in bter 
life. One ex·Obcrswrmbannfuhrer paid a 
visit to his bank in 1947 to d iscover thM his 
:lCCOllni. whICh h:ld smud :It a modest 12,000 
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,\1:1rks the previous weck. had ril>l.'n .1brupd~ 
to over 2,600.000 ,\'la rks ! He had no idea 
\\ here the :lddi tional money had come from. 
until he recalled a mY'HcrioUl> visit he had had 
in the autumn of 1944 from tWO senior S5 

officers, who wanted to know the number of 
his bank accoull\ and asked for a specimen of 
hi!. signJlur(' on IWO blank sheers of paper. 
,Although no explan:ltIon h.\d been given at 
tht' tilllC, t he)' had (·\'idcntly heen preparing 

Ihe gtoundwork for the distribution of SS 
funds nfter the w.lr. 

It has been eSlinHllcd th:1t heTween 1945 
and 1948 till' SS ma[\(tgcd 10 hide the present · 
day equ ivalent of around £ 1,000,000,000 in 
money :lnd :1SsetS in \·.uious parts o f the 
world. The six li"tS of the people authorised 
to dispose of. and bencHt from. the:;e iunds 

are probabl~' tht most important undi s· 
covered documenrs. of the T hird Reich. Two 
wt're in the hlnds of the men who organ ised 
O DESSA in 1947. tWO arc said IU be in the 
safe-keeping of banks, and on(' of the 

remaming twO is believed to be lying at the 
bU(fom of l ake Taplin. in Austril, where 3 

largl' q uan tit y of Nl.\J,i loot was hurri edly 
sunk in 1945. Tht' \' n~t majority of tho:o.e 
Il.lrned on the lists are now dead, but their 
children live on . There can be little doubt that 
many respccT('d f:lInil) businesses currently 
operating successfully acros:; the globe owe 
their origi ns and cominm'd exis{(' nce to 
ODF_'iSA lInd the funds of rhe 55_ 

\'(1hi le ODESSA was .llways .J secn' t 

nerwork. g.ea red towards s~cun ng the escape 
of 5S war crimina ls and the continuance or' 
N:t'1.i ideolog}', a second well·publicised 
organis:ltiOIl for ex·5S men was estllbl ishcd ar 
about th\· same IlIlle. It was the H ilfl'>' 
gcmeinschaft auf Gegenseitigk(·it der Soldntl'n 
der ehemal Waffen·SS. or H IAG, the Welfare 
ASSOCIJtlOIl of r onner Soldiers of the \X'affen· 
SS. HIAG <:unsistentl y denied any conncc{Jon 
with ODESSA. but th e lattcr undo ubtedl)' 
rina nced it in th<: early days. Its :lvowcd 
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purpos{' was to l-ampal~n fur and at:hie\'c rllt' 
pa\'m('nt of "tate benl'fit~ to C:X'~l'nrlCl'l11en of 
the Waffen-SS. p;'trticulariy the war·wounded. 
who did not qualify for regular \X'ehrl1ltlchl 
d,s.1bdiry pension$. In [hat :lim, it \\' ,IS 

moderately suc.:esstul. O\'er the years. as its 
original membership prosrt'ss;lid~ dtt!d off. 
HI AG dW Indled in importance to become 
onlY:1 pall· shadow of its former self. devoted 
al most cntirely W Ihe ronnlng of :I small 
publishing house. ~,l unin-Wrl (l g GmbH of 
Os nabru ck . which produced literature 
r.:eJebr:Hing th e comb(1t -achieve ments of S5 
iicld troops dunng the Second World War. 
The dismembcrmCI1f oj HI AG in th (· C:lr1y 

1990s saw the end of the last acknowledged 
act ive remnant oi the 55. 

However. while the SS may now bl!' 
consigned to the history books. Interest 111 the 
story of the organis:nioll, ;md ils rtga lia . has 
neve r been greater. The Waff('n-SS in 
p:lrticul:1r continues ( 0 hold a posi ti o n of 
unique interest. with recem anal) SI!'S setTing 
aside rhe atrocities and reapprai~ing the 
\X!affcn·SS .IS :lll elite multi -n:uional fighting 
(orce, evcn a fo rerunne r of NATO. whose 

soldit'rs ea rn('d the respect nOt on l~' of their 
W('hrnll.-hr ~om r;ld es bIll :1lso oi th ei r 
enemIes. 

A vc ritable multi-million pound business 
has grown up -around the huying and sdl ing 
of SS miliraria o'nd OIher mentorabili:l. Indred. 
the collecting of !>S rega li a began ('\' ( '11 before 
the cess.u ion of hostilities in May 1945. As 
German towns and cities, lnd concentration 
camps, fell to [he All ies, . S Items r:lpldly 
discarded by their owners were JUSt ns quickly 
'snapped up' by sauve-nir-hunting British and 

AmeriCan troops. Like their counterpa rts in 
armies throughout hIStory. the ";Clore: of the 
Seco nd \'(Iorld Wlr eagerly traded in lind 
bartered wi th the spoils taken fro m th e 
vanqll ish('d. Large stOckpiks of 5S uniforms 
:1t D.H:hau weft' libtr;tted ell maSSi!; 5S stores 

anJ military reta ders had their premi~es 
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stripped: prisoners·of·war had their badges 
confiscated; and so o n. S\lch was the 
":\vaibbilit), of 55 effects that no ~re:lt value 
wa~ put Oil <lny of thc:m. Soldiers might 

ex~h:tl1ge.lIl S genera l's peakeJ cap for an 
Iron c..rvss 2nd Class, a death's head ring for a 
belt buckle or l RelchsJilhrer's swv rd of 
honour for ;l sred helmct. Few knew ('xacrlr 
wh.u was plssing through their hands: they 
merely swapped things according to 
Individual preferences. When the All ied troops 
returned home wilh this booty they found a 
re;l d~' mark et for th e ir ,I(q uisit io ns. With 
some e lcmcmar~' research into the subject, :l 

mOfe discerning breed of coll ectOr SOOIl 

t'\'olved and dlt.· whole business rook off. 
During the I 950s and 1960s. stich was (he 

dem;lJId for all man n('r of National Socialist 
regalia. both militarr :wd civil, that several 
unscrupulous dealers began to han' it 
reproducrd and pas~l'd their fakes off as 

genu ine anicles. Thl' 1970s and 1980s 
witnessed an ('\'cn bigger boom in the trade 

a nd a r('suh anr ex plosinll in the crl'arion of 
impro\ed bkes to mcet the ever-increasing 
dcolll;md. While Ihl' collcning. of 5S items will 
always be di stasteful to manr, for q u ite 
underSTandable reasons. the f;tct remains Ihal 
these are now Ihe most sought after pieces of 
Nazi regalil. i'Ot an insignificant number of 
Jewi.)h businessl11en havc 'had the laSt laugh' 
b~' dealing in fake 5S miliraria for which they 
charge exorbitant prices. Ill;lking consid('r;lbk­
protits as a result. The cash benciit of sell ing 

5S items W:lS brough t to a head during the 
late 1980s, when the offiCial in charge of the 
Ger man archive" storing warti me S5 
personne l rec(!rd!. (Inl.l SM:d a fortunC' by 
remuvlng documents signed by Himmler, 
Heyd rich .:md the like and selling them on the 
o pen market. l ie subseq uently received n 
It ngth~ j~il se nt ence for his effo rts . and 
collectors throughout thC' world w('rt obliged 
ro r('turn to the authorities in Germany items 
w hich the)' had bought in good fait h. 
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Am o ng the S ri cees now In greatCS I 
demand are pt=akc.'d ,:IPS. Wllies. c.ulloufl:tge 
cloth ing and insignia of all rypes. On gina Is 
3re h:ud to find . and to meet t he demand (hl' 
faker, have IUrncd 10 prllducing 'fantasy' 
items which had no authentic coumerpMb 
during th e Third Heich! ForemOSt lmong 
thesc are tht' fo llowmg -fJmasy' (uff tit les. 
none or which c:<i~ ted htfor!" the end of the 
SCl."ond World \'\1M; 

Berlin 
Sjjhrnen-Mii hrcn 
Rriti sch~ Frcikorrs 
Dachau 
Dirlcwangcr 
Galizien 
Junkcrschule T617. 
Kaminski 
KTL def 5 
Lci bstandartc 
l enland 
Luno\\' 
Nibel ungen 
Qno Skorzcny 
Schi ll 

dager 
SS-Fallsc:hinnidger 
55- K:1 \ '3 Ileric-Di \'isiotl 
5S·Palizei 
Totcnkopf I 
TOlcnkopf II 
Toten kopf III 
Ungorn 
\Xf31lonie 

While Ih e fakers ha ve :llways tended to 
concentrare o n th c lua.niH· a r('as of coll ar 
p:nchcs, shoulder straps, arm eagles and so on. 
every type of 55 badg(' ha s been copied. 
Repr()duction ~ include sportS vest insignia, 
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unit Ciphers. the \\'holc range ot foreign 
\o lunteer arm shields. moum,lIn trOOP 
edelwe isses. Old amp:lIgne r 's che\ rons, 
breast r unes and the qnk jn~lg ll ia fo r 
camouflage clothillg. Copy piping Jnd Trtssc 
fllr (:ollars Jnd ~houlder strap~ art a\'ailablc by 
the ruCHe, and e\en RZ~ I bbds have been 
hkl'd for st'wing 0 1' 10 bogu~ uniforms and 
b:ldgcs. ~1 o rCO\N. d07.ens of ot her 55 
collec tables have been repro duced. Belt 
/luc~le<;, cap cords. tUIllC bUllons. sword knot.!> . 
idl'mity papers :lncl discs, fl ags, pennanrs and 
rings arc jllSt ,1 sma ll lIc lt~' II Qn. Waffen·SS 
recruiting po~tt.'rs. driving licences and even 
song books h:1\'e been reprinted. Convincing 
new fakes regular!} ap pear with plaus ible 
'pedigree;:;' designed to a~~ist thcir accept:lnce. 
In 1992 , for exam ple. a 'barch of 55 umfonn 
thread' was allrgooly 'found in the former EaSI 

GermallY' and rolls of II. ,omplet~ with RZJ..I 
lJ bcl s :lII ached . circulated widely on the 
col lt'ctors ' m:Hkct . Suspkioll5 w('re SOon 
aro used b) the shC'cr quanwi('s of thread 
:lv:ulahle, how('\er, and rhese suspicions were 
d ul ~ lustified when one hu)er cu t op!"n his 
newl~ acquired roJlto reH'a l the \\orcls 'j\I:lJe 
in Paki sran' stamped in;:;idt'. Yet a noth er 
'E,lsiern hloc find' had been exposed! 

The pUlIlt of all th .. s I.'> thaI there would be 
no purpose in producing such fake trash if 
there werl' 110t a vast' and Illcr;H I\'c marht for 
it. Mm t huycrs think thcy arc acqlliring tru t! 
relics of the S5. and are srill capti\'aled by the 
dt:ath'~ head and (unell. e\en with Iht" full 
knowlcdge o f wh:n these ca me to represetlt 
dutlng. Ihe Second \':torld War. It therefore 
hecomes :Ill Ihe easie r to understand ho w 
H inunler'S Bla,k O rder could h~'pnotise so 
many ordi na ry Germans In the 1 930s and S~ I 

th~m cagt·fl y along the road lO perpetual 
damnation. 
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