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In July of 1996, Rod Taylor 

steered his small airplane over 

the plains of England. He had 

one passenger with him. The ancient 

monument Stonehenge passed 

below them in the evening sun. 

Fields of grain surrounded the 

monument. They saw nothing 

unusual about any of these fields. 



Taylor landed the plane 

and dropped his passenger off. 

He refueled and returned to the 

air. Then he saw something that 

shocked him. One of the fields near 

Stonehenge had changed. A series 

of 151 circles had appeared in the 

crops. It made a spiral pattern. 

Tourists began to notice the 

circles as well. Many drivers pulled 

over to see the strange shapes. Some 

of them said they had seen 

a mysterious mist in the area earlier 

that day. 





Some people recognized that the 151 

circles formed an advanced mathematical 

pattern. Many believed that aliens were 

trying to use math to send a message. 

Others thought the crop circles were 

a hoax. No one knew for sure. 

Most crop circles have been found in 

wheat fields. Some have also appeared 

in fields of corn, barley, or rye. 





In many crop circles, crops are bent at 

a 90-degree angle. The crops are never 

broken, and many still continue to grow! 



rop circles are strange patterns found 

in fields around the world. They are 

formed when crops are laid flat in a design. 

Some crop circles are simple circles. Others create 

detailed patterns. Many people believe that the 

circles are an alien language. 





Reports of crop circles first 

surfaced in the 1500s. They started 

to increase in the 1970s. Early crop 

circles were simple. They became 

more and more complex over 

the years. 

In 1991, Doug Bower and 

Dave Chorley said they created 

hundreds of crop circles as pranks. 

The British men showed how to make 

the circles with ropes and wooden 

planks. This led many people to 

believe that all crop circles are hoaxes. 

Others think some crop circles are far 

too complicated for people to make. 
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Year 

1678 

Place 

England 

1880 England 

1966 Australia 

1991 England 

1996 England 

1996 England 

2007 Tennessee 



Description 

A wood carving called The Mowing Devil shows a strange 

creature making a crop circle in a field. 

Amateur scientist John Rand Capron reports strange circles 

in a wheat field in southern England. 

Farmer George Pedley reports seeing a flying saucer while 
working in a sugarcane field. He later discovers an area 

where the sugarcane had been laid flat in a circle. 

A crop circle is discovered in a field near Barbury Castle. 
The formation's shape, a tetrahedron, shows a new level of 

complexity in crop circles. 

A formation of 151 spiraling circles appears in a field near 
Stonehenge. "he formation is a pattern of advanced math 

Camper Jcrc on Wheyieigh claims to have videotaped 

strange be ight creating o crop circle - - a tower 

called Olive' s Castle. 

A member sher'ff's office disc 

(46-meter) a circle in c Tennessee wf 

0-foot 



People have many theories about how 

crop circles are made. Many people 

think crop circles are caused by nature. 

Animals could be creating the circles as they feed. 

Some of the circles might form because of strange 

weather. Researchers think strong wind patterns and 

ball lightning could flatten crops. 
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Others believe that crop circles 

are messages from aliens. The patterns 

may be used to navigate and point 

to possible landing areas on Earth. 

The designs could also be attempts at 

communication. Aliens might be warning 

people to take better care of the planet. 



The Gaia theory is the belief that Earth is alive 

and has intelligence. Some people think crop 

circles might be Earth's way of telling people 

to take better care of the planet. 



Are all crop circles created by people, 

or do some have another cause behind them? 

If aliens create crop circles, what are they 

trying to tell us? Maybe someday we’ll have the 

answers to these questions. Until then, we can 

only watch the fields. 



planets aliens-beings from other 

ba!fiii:ghtning-a ball of glowing light that flashes 
briefly in the sky during a storm; ball lightning results 
from electrically charged gas. 
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—an attempt to trick people into 
.1 . I* • iL * believing something 

tB—to find one's way in an unfamiliar area; 
some people think crop circles help aliens navigate 
the surface of Earth. 

ovonenenge-a stone monument in southern 
England; most scientists believe that Stonehenge 
was built by an ancient civilization. 

Vheofies-ideas that try to explain why something 
exists or happens 
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