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Hebrew 1

Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary
first step to acquiring the ability to read a language
with meaning.

Hebrew is written in the Hebrew alphabet, which
means that you will need to associate the sounds
with what is probably a new system of symbols. A
complete listing of the Hebrew alphabet can be
found starting on page 7. This is for your information
only: you will not need the list to learn to read
Hebrew since all of the instruction is on the audio.

In Hebrew you read from right to left, the opposite
of English. Vowels are normally not included in
the Hebrew script. They can be marked by special
signs under or above the letters, but they are usually
included only for beginning readers, in poetry, and
in the Old Testament.
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Introduction (continued)

Hebrew 1

As of the second grade in elementary school, Israelis
are able to read without vowels, by guessing the
correct pronunciation from the context. In this
booklet, the vowels are included so you won’t have
to worry about guessing. These lessons are written
in the Hebrew “square type.” You will note that
there are no capital letters in Hebrew.

In Modern Hebrew, the major vowel sounds are:
ah, eh, ee, 0, and 0o. Some vowels are represented
by more than one sign. The reason for this is that
in ancient times there were more vowel sounds than
there are today and the various forms of transcription
have been maintained even when there is no sound
difference. And there is also a punctuation vowel,
called schva, which is sometimes silent.

There are twenty-two consonants in the Hebrew
alphabet, written with thirty-one letters. As in the
case of vowels, there are some letters which in
Modern Hebrew sound alike, but which originally
were different sounds. This is especially true in
the case of some guttural sounds which are no longer
pronounced gutturally in Modern Hebrew.

Introduction (continued)

There are two letters which are silent and serve as

vowel carriers. There are two letters which have a

different sound when a dot is added. There are
five letters which have two forms: one form when
written at the beginning or middle of the word, and
another form when written at the end of the word.
Having different letters for the same sound may
cause difficulties in spelling but not in reading.

The aim of this program is to teach you how the
letters of the Hebrew script sound. That is to say,
you’ll learn to read aloud mostly words that you
don’t understand. In the early lessons, you’ll be
“decoding” letter combinations that have no actual
meaning.

From Lesson Five on, you’ll be reading real words.
The recorded portion of the reading materials for
Modern Hebrew I, 2nd Ed. will be found at the end
of the program. You can do the readings as it is
most convenient for you. They can be done
individually with each unit or at a more appropriate
time afterwards. Instructions on how to proceed
with the readings are contained in the audio portion
of the course.
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Hebrew Alphabet
Sound Name of Letter Block Letter
silent alef N .1
B bet 3 2
\' vet 1 3
G asin “girl” gimel Y
D dalet 3
H but silent at hey N 6
end of word
\' vav 323
7 zain T 8
CH similarto the  chet a9
noise made in
clearing your throat
T tet O .10
¢ yud (spoken) LA |
yod (written)
K kaf D 42
CH same as #9 chaf J .13
CH chaf sofit (final chaf) T .14
L lamed D .15
M mem n .16

.l___;¥
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Hebrew 1
Hebrew Alphabet (continued Hebrew I
L ( ) Vowel Chart
Sound Name of Letter Block Letter Equivalent Major Vowel Sounds  Hebrew Vowels
English Sound  Combined with 3
M mem sofit (final mem) D 17 & .
N nun 3 A a asin father o
N nun sofit (final nun) ) .19 N N X N
S samech D 20 o sainds
et 3 )
silent ayin Yy 21 v N N X
P pey 9 22 ee betweenfeet 03 W N
F fey 9 .2 and fit c e %
F fey sofit 9 .24
TS asin “hats”  tsadee b . o asinoh ja N IN N 4
TS tsadee sofit (final tsadee) X .26 "
K sameas#12 kuf (spoken) P 27 00 as in boot 3 N N
kof (written)
R reysh 9 28 9 as i'} “eh?” 3
SH shin W 29 (sometimes silent) |
S same as #20 sin v 30
T same as #10 tav n 31 |
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Lesson One
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Hebrew I Hebrew 1
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¥ 12 LA | wa
2 3 3 4 - w\v 2
AT .14 i g WY 3
M3 a5 L3 Y 4
120 16 W s ,E‘\: 5
- 6
™3 a7 DT 6 "[{’_);_ 3
I 20T s
AT 19 T 8 YAty o
T 20 T3 9 ’ ;\,_); 10
T2 23 .10 ' WHT 11
YT 22 YA 11 Wl 12
3 1
M4
Yl s



[image: image9.jpg]14

Hebrew 1

Lesson Five
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Lesson Seven
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Hebrew 1
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Lesson Nine

»
M2
oY

1D
DY)

20
o)n
1%
VA%
D)Y3
0D

A2
A3
.14
15
.16
A
18
A9
.20
21
22

1
D)
DNY
Y2

m
129
1A
\LALY,
o0

)M

i

.10
11

19
Hebrew I
Lesson Ten
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Lesson Eleven

W
oD
0)
on
(n2lve]
nyp
™
DD
74V
Pl

g

A1
A2
A3
14
A5
.16

17

A9
.20

()

o L » W

.10

21

Hebrew 1
Lesson Twelve
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Lesson Fourteen

Lesson Thirteen
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Lesson Fifteen
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Hebrew I
Lesson Sixteen
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Lesson Seventeen
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Hebrew 1
Lesson Eighteen
M a3 m) b7y BN
N 14 DIND 2
omn s mn 3
WD 16 M4
D 17 M s
NP0 18 NN 6
9 .19 DM 7
ns 20 mn s
ne 21 oo 9
omm 22 oD .10
mn 23 ) L 3! '
' IND 12




[image: image16.jpg]28 29
Hebrew I Hebrew 1
Lesson Nineteen Lesson Twenty
PR 3 ) S| R 3 U
oMw) .14 m 2 mn a3 WD 2
.15 my 3 AN a4 D 3
mn 16 M 4 non s D»N 4
M 17 m s N0 .6 no9 s
MY 18 N 6 DNy 17 PN 6
3 a9 onpy 7 RN a8 NP 7
TIONT 20 R 8 vnRn .19 UIn 8
M 21 NN 9 AN 20 nye o
N 22 NNY .10 D 21 YN .10
73 23 Al nynn 2 N9 11
N % oD 12




[image: image17.jpg]30 31
Hebrew 1 Hebrew 1
Lesson Twenty-One Lesson Twenty-Two
wvwve .12 MW 1 M2 v 10 Za|
M09 13 nav 2 onNy®Y 13 vl 2
oY .14 ™mNavY 3 n192 .14 0P 3
navn .1s ANY 4 N3 .15 D19 4
moVY .16 p Lo B 732 16 am s
9PV 17 oV 6 GW0VI .17 W™ 6
non a8 wn 7 LIV .18 90
VY 19 wn 8 LIVIY 19 PN s
NPV 20 (v/216)a B JDID 20 /N 9
DIT-NPY) 21 mIvN .10 /0 21 19 10

Yoyon a1 | a3y




[image: image18.jpg]32 33
Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Three Lesson Twenty-Four
WI 12 v PO any 12 pnyy
N9 .3 M 2 Y- 13 P13 2
Pl a4 p RO P8 4 MO8 3
N9y .15 TI) 4 NN 15 NPY - 4
9 .16 o s % 16 > B
MW 17 6 NI 7 P s
W3 a8 2 g ap s
MY .19 VTR 8 \SpP 19 . 8
N397 20 729 9 N3 20 TRy 9
nopY a1 RD2 .10 -2 \i2 .10

VR 2 MNP 1 PIR 2 N _ai




[image: image19.jpg]34 33

Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Five Lesson Twenty-Six

Y 12 W o N3 .12 22 1
PO 13 von 2 a7y a3 T2 2
Yy 4 noy 3 N 14 T
Y s Y 4 mp 15 D37 4
Y 16 NI s mp2 16 w s
my 17 Y 6 any 7 1 6
Yon s DN 7 anomn s i 3
van .1 DNOY 8 many .o (o
PY 20 W 9 nmpR 20 T2 9
£1722] n I3 My 10 N3 2 NI .10

oW 11 NI 2 AP0




[image: image20.jpg]36 37

Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Seven Lesson Twenty-Eight

1YW 12 n2y 1 X1 4 v
W a3 ny 2 Way. 15, NJPO-MY 2
MY .14 X 3 NN 16 Y1y 3
DMy .15 Ny 4 nnRy 17 vy 4
W) 16 oy s o2y .8 No s
My a7 NY 6 AP VA RNT NN 6
WY 8 NN 7 N 20 Mwp 7
oy .19 qavoy 8 PRy 21 9D 8
D7y 20 V8Y 9 Povn 2 px v B
e a1 oyy .10 NowW 23 oap .o
DY 2 nRyY 1 | vy 24 99 1

MIY 25 OSN 12




[image: image21.jpg]39

38
Hebrew I Hebrew I
Lesson Twenty-Nine Lesson Thirty
79 14 N2YPR i B LR 1 S I
ng 1s  OpNYn 2 W 15 T
™Mon .16 DY 3 TINY .16 DI 3
M 17 D 4 wWwy a7 DI 4
naom a8 Vi) s INRY s |5
DM 19 oD 6 Yy a9 naMD 6
DINID 20 e W 20 e
M3 21 NY) 8 Iy - BT
namn 2 e 9 TIV-00. 0 PQWAW 9
M0 3 NYD .10 TAN 23 vy 1o
[mat o B W .1 Ty WY .11
DX PP 25 NYWY 12 Rl VAR AW 12

(N
~
2l
2
>
[





