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Pashto I

Introduction

Pashto is an Iranian language of the Indo-
European family. There are over 17 million speakers
of Pashto, primarily in Afghanistan and Pakistan. In
Afghanistan, it is one of the two official languages
and it is the native tongue of approximately 35% of
the population. The other official language, Dari
(Persian), is spoken by about 50%. Although Pashto
is an official language of Afghanistan and is a required
subject in middle school, Dari is used primarily in
business and higher education. As a result, most
Pashtuns also speak Dari.  However, many Dari
speakers do not have a good command of Pashto.

Pashto is spoken as a regional language by about
17 percent of the population of Pakistan. Itis spoken
in the North West Frontier Province (Pakhtoonkhwa),
in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
and in Balochistan. Itis also spoken in some Pakistani
cities like Karachi and Hyderabad. Pashto, however,
is not an official language in Pakistan (Urdu is the
offical language) and it is not taught in schools.
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Pashto 1

Introduction (continued)

Smaller communities of speakers can be found
in Northeast Iran, Tajikistan, India, and the United
Arab Emirates. The major Pashto-speaking cities are
Kabul, Jalalabad, Kandahar, Peshawar, and Quetta.

Athough Pashto has many dialects, the three
primary ones are:

* Northern - as spoken in Kabul and Jalalabad

(Afghanistan) and in the Northwest Frontier

Province (Pakistan);

* Southern - as spoken in Kandahar (Afganistan)

and Balochistan (western Pakistan and eastern

Iran);

* Central - as spoken in Wazirstan (northern
Pakistan).

These three dialects are mutually intelligible.
This course teaches the northern dialect as spoken in
Kabul, which will be understood through all Pashto-
speaking regions. Pashto is also called Pakhio,
Pushto, Pukhto, Pashtu, or Pushtu. The variation
in spelling reflects the different pronunciations in
different regions; speakers of the northern dialect say
“Pakhto™ and speakers of the southern dialect say,
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Pashto I

Introduction (continued)

“Pashto.” This demonstrates the primary difference
between the southern dialect, which uses /sh/ and
/zh/ sounds, and the northern dialect, which uses
/kh/ and /gh/ sounds instead. The central dialect is
more similar in pronunciation to the southern dialect;
however, vocabulary differs somewhat.

Pashto uses a modified version of the Arabic
alphabet, with forty-five letters, as opposed to twenty-
eight in Arabic. The first written records of Pashto
date to the 16" century. In the 18" and again in the
20" century the script was standardized to include
additional letters representing sounds specific to
Pashto. Pashto does not have capital letters, but uses
an adapted form of Western punctuation. Written
Pashto has the following characteristics:

* Itis read from right to left, except for numbers,
which go from left to right. Pashto letters are
distinguished by one, two, or three dots, which
are placed above or below the letter — or, in some
cases. by the lack of dots.
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Pashto 1

Introduction (continued)

*  Asin English handwriting, most Pashto letters
connect to those that follow them. However, some
letters, called “non-connectors,” connect only to
letters that precede them.

*  When letters connect to a preceding letter, they
often modily their shape, undergoing a reduction
when the two are joined together.

*  Some letters also modify their shape according
to their position in a word — depending on whether
they appear in initial, medial, or final position.

* In standard written Pashto, the so-called “short
vowels” are usually omitted. They may be repre-
sented by diacritical marks, as they are in these
reading lessons. The three “long vowels,” however
are separate letters and are always included.

* The appearance of some letters may wvary,
depending on the choice of font.

A complete listing of the Pashto alphabet and the

diacriticals follows, starting on page 6. You should

use this chart for reference only, as all the infor-
mation you need to do the readings is contained on
the audio.
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Pashto I

Introduction (continued)

There are twenty Pashto reading lessons recorded
at the end of the program. You may choose to do the
readings along with the units, starting with Unit 11,
or all together after completing the rest of the course.
Feel free to repeat the reading lessons as often as
necessary for practice with the Pashto alphabet and
the sounds the letters represent.

Some of the words and phrases you will read
are taught in this course, but many are not, and ---
especially in the early lessons --- a number of them
are simply syllables rather than actual words. Actual
words are used more and more as the number of
letters introduced increases, and in the final lessons
you will be understanding much of what you read.
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Pashto I
Pashto Alphabet Chart
= == = (Read [rom right to left.) =— =
Isolated | End |Middle |Beginning| Name | Spelling

) L I | alef ll
st |k | = - be &
i sl £ pe =
s (LT - ! le 47;-"'
¢ o] 3 r e | o
2 S ard i Se .?1.——"

C = = = Jeem A

. ‘ Zeem or .

C i o gl Ze o=
E lel=] = |G| ¥

& & 5 & SeCm or 5

C c - - S¢ 07 ce =
C ~— - - he ..:,1.—_"‘
{: C_ = - khe ..:,1.—:"‘

3 i d d dal JIs

3 =] 4 ddal | JIy
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Pashto I

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)

= = = (Read from right to left.) =— =

Isolated | End |Middle |Beginning| Name | Spelling
3 e J J Zaal J1a
J > A J re =
i |+]| 4 3 e |
HESE 5| e |
5 S 3 5 zze s
R AE 2 ge 2
. - T Y sCCn ;,'._u.u
L i | i —i sheen i
. ‘Jé.l_ cta bt kheen 1:):-'-':"
.- O | e — swal .:;L.n
‘_J.EI ‘_,.&L —_ e FALH | QL.&
b | A | we | ook
L L L A= e - 3
E_ = - _= ain s
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Pashto 1

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)
%= =— =— (KRead from right to left.) =— =—

Isolated | End |Middle | Beginning| Name | Spelling
E é_. - £ ghain oA
i & 4 fe R
3 3| & i gaf —ils
< < <l X kaf als
= < . X oaf s
i Je L Jd lam aY

IMECIT O
f - s - miim i
3 O ik - noon Ty
o o 3 4 noorh ;,_9.1
he or
& “ + & rounded )
he '
s || 3 3 waw | gl
strong .
_ﬁ - - - vie W L N
I - s d ye s
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Pashto I

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)

<%= =— =— (Read from right to left.y =— =—

Isolated | End |Middle |Beginning| Name | Spelling

Ty T .‘:. .‘I soft ye IJ-':' ﬁuual
feminine Zla &

s s ye i sl
. i verbal all
(] i3 ye o A
- : he- |a%as
& * hamia “-‘.‘AI
. . . . Waw- . [
4 & 3 34 hamza | = 3'3
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Pashto I
Diacritics
%= =— =— Read from right to left., =— =—
Diacritic Name Spelling
-
#war (above letter) ,-UJ
” zer (below letter) 5
2 pekh (above letter) H
- mad (only above initial alef) da
e hamea (only in combi- .
nation with wew and fie) O_phsn

There is a fourth diacritic, called zwarakay, which
is rarely used in Pakhto. It is shown as a horizontal
line above a consonant and makes a schwa sound.

In Pashto there is a special letter combination, ¥,
called lam alef la, which represents the letter fam
followed by alef.



11

Pashto I
Lesson One

= =— =—  (Read from right to left., =— =—
I:JJ_'J A1 I .1
3] .12 lg .2
JI A3 sl 3
la] .14 Isly 4
Slal 15 Iy .5
I51 .16 3la 6
alyl 17 aly 7
lay .18 I5la .8
I_,_-}i 19 lsl; 9
layly 20 515 .10



12

Pashto 1
Lesson Two
= = = (Read from right to lef.} =— =

Sl .11 alyla

sheai 12 , 2

5l3a1 .13 S 3

Iyl 14 Ll 4

Ll 15 aly s

slyale 16 PLENG

lolew .17 ol

1505 18 albl, 8

05 .19 b 9
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Pashto I

Lesson Three

%= =— =— (Read from right to left.)

sl

Slewals .

12

A3

20

sl L
Bl

L
3l \ o)L

oLl

-

J

400
‘)-I-I-'I

e

-

o

b

A0
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Urdul

Lesson Four

%= =— = (Read from right to left.} =— =

355k Sbeas b
h‘__..u,.'l 12 slaya 2
S e 13 SLls 3
guls 14 oy A
Caugd .15 sl 5
hz.,LwJ'F 16 sl 6
S W17 asula 7
58 S5 8

L .19 oh 9

Ll 20 oy 10
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Pashto I
Lesson Five

= =— =— (Read from right to left.} =— =—
- P
(592 A2 h:_|.|_‘|.-.=-'.E1 2
slesl 13 Slasi 3
Sl 14 Ly 4
Sz 15 Qi S
S 16 v 6
I3yl .17 oy T
258 18 58
.__-p.uj.::i 19 s 9

GL 20 ol 10
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Pashto 1

Lesson Six

= = = (Read from right to left.y =— =
Sk BETINN
cbal a3 Cay 3
seulivs 14 x4
Oleaal 115 Slab 5
L .16 O 6
ey 17 Ll o7
&l.‘u.aj A8 _}-;A 8
3l 19 A9

oaly 20 olyn 10
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Pashto I

Lesson Seven

<%= =— =— [Read from right to left.;, =— =—

# 3 BYTTPTIN
JY 2 lag 2
b 13 el 3
S5leh .14 a4
Jsicul .15 Slgi 5

# 8
Jab 16 Slel 6
L].fI:I_,l_J.'I:‘ 17 I:.i:i 5
DS s oo 8

Couuls gl 20 ol 10



18

Pashto I

Lesson Eight

<— — — (Read from right to left.y — —
<K 1 FPRUVITIEN
s 2 O 2
asla 13 L3
sbaa 14 BYCSE
e 15 Jax s
Jails .16 Jas 6
8 cale 17 El:' %)
Jlgaa 18 LK 8
cals 19 ol 9
Jauaiy 20 LHISS1 1o
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Pashto I

Lesson Nine

<= =— =— Read from right to left.), =— =—

L

"h.l.n.r

Skl

-

[l
Soul SS .

ok
J3l
Jls

Lala

%]

10
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Pashto 1

Lesson Ten

= =— =— (Read from right to lefty, =— =—
sse 1 L G /L G
Lt g2 sgia bl 2
©sS .13 a3
Letd) 14 hnilsfyl 4
L) 1S bk .8
Lacu .16 ‘e 6
W Gl 7
Cadigs 18 8
S 19 Giligh -9

o) 20 = .10
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Pashto I

Lesson Eleven

= =— =— (Read from right to left.)

-

Sy .

g

A

T o

ac

b

A0
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Pashto 1

Lesson Twelve

= == = (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Gy (11 ol o

eSla 12 Lbisy 2

J.:i_g.n 13 .f.S:, S8 ubesy 3

ad s 4 s 4

R Gl_, 15 Gyua 5

ﬂl: 16 as iy 6

Syl Salia 17 ‘F'Ln*' 7
S Jist Loyt 18 o> 8
. i .19 in 9

Telaly la 20 oly 10



23

Pashto I

Lesson Thirteen

= — = (Read from right to left.) =— =—

PY.1 - LS | (VO P I PP

-

g‘.‘..:..lg_‘.l 12 lagle .2
sSoul3 Caugy 3

S e 819 53 14 Ji 4
_,I 15 S S

54 .:._.2] 16 Hlasl 6

GS 17 Laaplaal ey 7

853y .18 Sia 8

&S ;4 19 Sl slasl o

Sl y S ya 20 alf .10
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Pashto 1

Lesson Fourteen

= =— =— (Read from right to left.y, =— =—

g3 11 aasl
,.:J:L‘!-b_J:i A2 thb‘z;jﬁ.ﬁJuﬁM la .2
el a3 alls 3
oale 14 ks a4
£
loglas (15 =~ 5
[
les .16 Aiu 6
alaad 17 ey 7
PR KA <,k 8
L] ]
aliwl 19 J< 9

¥
cpa alil 83 20 CARERTY
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Pashto I
Lesson Fifteen

= =— = Read from right to left.y =— =—
Slata; 1 ol
oesa 12 aSule WMLLT 2
v A ar 13 ’ 1
Lael 14 Aoy 4
e 05 -5""‘“:? :
Jls / Jsq 16 ols 6
434 17 des T

By .18 o/ k) o8
- L)
s e gl 9 e 9

T (6499 20 oats 10
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Pashto I

Lesson Sixteen

%= =— =  (Read from right to left.y =— =—
olal \ wldl 1 Lsadms gy
Eal 12 Wollaglha s 2
s yo i .13 Caaad 3
55 14 oS8 4
T SA pla sl s als s
& .16 cdil o 6
Juil a7 b 7
s 8 py .18 Gpud 8
od daaa Ll 19 P

o3 s A 4R 20 G110
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Pashto I

Lesson Seventeen

= = = (Read from right to left.)

b

s pls .
silly
(S sl sl
3l
e alsd G

g5t 0565 83 5

19

.20

. ¥

e

Lt
Kb,k

Tt B

oyl

b3

K

R

A0
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Pashto 1

Lesson Eighteen
= =— = (Read from right to left.), =— =

L)S_,;.Ieu B

Jladsia 2
43_;:\'_‘}_,.& 3
K 4
Gloos

;'-*'E‘I_S' il

E-Jl_g 7

-G
Jus .10
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Pashto I

Lesson Eighteen (continued)

= = = (Read frrom right to left.y = =

Gy .11
98k 12
3lg 13
L85 4

QLSJ“—:"“?JE'J-'-HI:‘-'-'-‘ 15

g Olal 1.33 L5 16

dliea 17

— sl 4 gulins 18

s dldsa g sl @ sl 19
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Pashto 1

Lesson Nineteen

= =— =  (Read from right to lefl.} =— =—

EQLL.M}L.UJ oy

Rgali sl

—— O L)
.m;wj?s;ﬁwr‘;*b}

¢S dh dls guuls /9 5gS A Gl gl
&f;'jﬁdhﬁj

polse JB G e 8}

td

A0
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Pashto I

Lesson Nineteen (continued)

%= — =— (Read from right to left.y =— =—

g9 "7""’1 8 ya9a o

9o yira ofS 6 guu 593 |
.gé;%gaj.
pylse JE Goagms) .
Lol Sy o g puli
LK gl

— b gise) geulice

(o Qlga by yige) seuliv

oo dlisa g dlas)

19

20
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Pashto 1

Lesson Twenty

< — —  (Read from right to left,) — —
ke Bl

el 1;5:\1:3

—Jiga ¥ b 3

o L 4

(&

(g L 4.;‘-7] e 0

Yt ol oy0sn T

Us ;3a09lS o5 8

— f\.)}‘L‘!::LnJLA 8y 9

'::u‘_ﬁ..}.ajﬁ sgd ¢ g .10
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Pashto I

Lesson Twenty (continued)

-— — — (Read from right to left.) — =—
R &_&,L#_Haiy.u A1
Lok YO 2
‘-?:5, FIS:.JQIJMU A3
L E_s,.jls’.z,ﬂl 8y sl .14
e 4__,3&:_@___.4.__.; 15
pardsy ol o 16
.H;_;)Lu.qu_._;.gyl:. A7
4ids 8,19 .18

cpaly Lo,y 519

L]
bl wiglha s 20
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