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CANDIDO




andido Camero was born on April 22", 1921 in Barrio Cerro,
Havana, Cuba.
| first met Candido in 1953 when we worked together in Joe Loco’s
band at the Apollo Theater in Harlem while accompanying Joe Louis,
heavyweight boxing champion of the world, in his show. Candido
had a featured solo spot, the climax of which was when he would
spin his conga drum like a top and throw it up ten feet into the air
while it was spinning, catch it on its way down and continue playing. |
had never witnessed anything like that before or since, and I've seen
and performed with all the major congueros.
Candido, by way of his spectacular showmanship and rapport

with audiences and his unique style of tuning his three conga
drums so that he is able to play simple melodies, has transformed
the conga drum into an international instrument used in all genres
of music.

Since then, Candido has become an important star in the jazz world,
as well as the Afro Cuban genre, performing and recording with
Machito’s Afro Cubans, Billie Holiday, Billy Taylor, Dizzy Gillespie,
Charlie Parker, Duke Ellington, Stan Kenton, and recently with Tony
Bennett. The list goes on and on. In 2008 he received the National
Endowment for the Arts’ Jazz Masters Award.

—Ray Santos




