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Preface

I discovered organized crime at a tender age, when television brought the mob
into my living room. It began with NBC’s The Lawless Years, premiering in April
1959 with actor James Gregory (1911-2002) starring as legendary New York detective
Barney Ruditsky (1898-1962), pursuing bootleggers and racketeers during Prohibi-
tion. Six months later, ABC aired The Untouchables, with Robert Stack (1919-2003)
in the career-defining role of Treasury agent Eliot Ness (1903-57). Both shows por-
trayed real-life gangsters from the 1920s and "30s, while fictionalizing their exploits
and downfalls beyond recognition.

The Lawless Years was in its final season, and The Untouchables had two years left
to run, when I covered the same ground in print, devouring Meet the Mob by authors
Frank Mullady and William Kofoed. As with the television programs, their accounts
of Lucky Luciano, Dutch Schultz, “Mad Dog” Coll, the inimitable “Chicken Head”
Gurino and other public enemies of yesteryear bore only a nodding acquaintance to
historical fact, but it hardly mattered.

To the everlasting consternation of my parents, I was hooked.

America at large was slow in catching up. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover denied
the existence of organized crime from 1924 until 1962, then blamed all of the under-
world’s sins on a small clique of Italians. Most reporters have followed his lead, though
a few admit that the problem — and threat — may extend across cultural lines. To this
day, few acknowledge its antiquity.

While it is true in one sense that the “noble experiment” of Prohibition (1920-
33) spawned American organized crime as we know it today, organized criminal gangs
are as old as human society. Whenever laws are passed, offenders find a way to circum-
vent them and corrupt those sworn to punish violators. The so-called underworld
could not exist without an upperworld eager to take advantage of illicit goods and
services.

Despite centuries of effort, no universal definition of organized crime exists
today. The term conspiracy describes any collusion of two or more persons to break
any law, great or small, but when does crime become “organized”? Early laws pro-
scribing criminal syndicalism applied almost exclusively to political acts of subversion,
sabotage and terrorism, extending into Orwellian “thought crimes,” without touching
on gangsterism. The racket label was first applied to criminal activity in 1765, though
racketeer did not enter the popular lexicon until 1928, and racketeering was not legally
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Preface 2

defined until 1970. Modern terrorists, revolutionaries, and vigilante death squads are
highly organized, even subject to military discipline, but do their actions qualify as
“organized crime”?

The work in hand defines organized crime as any significant criminal activity
planned and carried out for profit by a cohesive group of conspirators.

The earliest form of organized crime was piracy at sea, often including raids
against coastal communities. Early Vikings set the tone with their attacks on Europe
and the British Isles, emulated in due course by pirate fleets from the Far East to the
Caribbean. Far from being disorganized bands like America’s Wild West desperados
and Depression-era bank robbers, pirates — often operating as government-licensed
“privateers” —fielded fleets with hundreds of ships and thousands of fighting men
aboard. Monarchs and colonial authorities honored some pirates while hunting others,
with the line between “heroes” and outcasts in constant flux. Two examples suffice to
prove the point: Sir Francis Drake earned a knighthood for his acts of New World
piracy against Spain, while pirate Zheng Zhilong retired from buccaneering to become
China’s supreme “Admiral of the Coastal Seas.” Everywhere we turn, collaboration
between pirates and authorities prefigured the corruption of modern society. Modern
Somalia replicates the pattern, with well-armed pirate fleets operating in complete
defiance of — or covert collaboration with — established law enforcement.

While oath-bound criminal societies exist — including, but by no means limited
to the Mafia, Triads and Yakuza — many organized criminals operate without benefit
of ritual initiations, tattoos, recognition signs and countersigns, or detailed codes of
conduct. Violence is a frequent byproduct of organized crime, but some conspiracies
thrive without it, particularly in the realm of corporate or “white-collar” crime.

Politicians — and whole governments — may engage in criminal activity for a vari-
ety of reasons. Some pursue illegal actions to advance particular agendas, be it “ethnic
cleansing” or “containment” of philosophies deemed abhorrent by those in power.
Such acts do not qualify as organized crime, within our present definition, but they
may place governments in alliance with organized criminals (as when the American
Central Intelligence Agency recruited Mafia members to kill Cuban leader Fidel Castro
and used profits from drug smuggling to finance guerrilla warfare in Central America).
Likewise, while political and religious terrorism generally do not meet our criteria as
organized crime, some militant groups support themselves, at least in part, by merce-
nary acts including robbery, drug trafficking, and kidnapping for ransom.

Likewise, it is not true that all “members” of organized crime live entirely — or
even predominantly — on the proceeds of illicit activity. Indeed, most participants in
organized crime also have legitimate business investments, and some exist primarily
within the upperworld that cultivates and nourishes gangland.

This work includes entries for events that are not “criminal” per se, but which
have bearing on the course of underworld history. Such events include births of per-
tinent characters (both future criminals and crime-fighters), discovery or invention
of various drugs and weapons, creation of various law enforcement agencies and legit-
imate groups or institutions later controlled and corrupted by criminals, and passage
of statutes relevant to organized criminal activity. The timeline spans more than eight
millennia of human history, encompassing all nations, races, religions and political
philosophies.

It is, in effect, a criminal history of the human race itself.



Author’s Note

While every effort has been made to ensure precision and accuracy
throughout the Chronology of Organized Crime Worldwide, 6000 B.C.E. to
2010, exact dates are unavailable for some events, particularly the discovery
of certain drugs and the creation of various organizations or institutions in
the distant past. Likewise, conspiratorial activity is secretive by nature and
necessity, frustrating efforts to pinpoint a date when plots were hatched,
alliances were forged or broken, and so on. Where the participants in those
events have been willing to speak, timelines may be confused by faulty mem-
ory, fear of prosecution, or the habitual compulsion to lie. Deaths and dis-
appearances may be concealed, or simply overlooked. The negligence of
journalists — or their reliance on “poetic license” — may obscure the dates and
sequence even of notorious events. Therefore, some dates presented here are
approximate, the product of scholarly research and educated guesswork.
Where conflicting dates for some events appear in print, I have selected the
most likely accurate date in historical context.
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THE CHRONOLOGY

c. 6000 B.C.E. ¢ 1215-1150 B.C.E.

c. 6000 B.C.E. Cannabis seeds are used as food in
China.

c. 6000-4000 B.C.E. Viticulture — the deliberate,
selective cultivation of grapes for wine-making —
begins in the mountains of present-day Armenia,
between the Black and Caspian Seas. Archaeolo-
gists later find the oldest known wine residue
in jars from Hajji Firuz Tepe, in present-day
Iran.

c. 4000 B.C.E. Weavers in China and Turkestan use
cannabis (hemp) to make textiles.

¢. 3700 B.C.E. Native Americans in the Rio Grande
Valley collect peyote buttons, apparently using
their mescaline in religious rituals.

c. 3400 B.C.E. Opium poppies are cultivated in
Mesopotamia, where Sumerians dub them Au/ gil
(“joy plants”). The art of cultivating opium soon
spreads to the Assyrians, Babylonians and Egyp-
tians.

c. 3000 B.C.E. South American aboriginal tribes
chew coca leaves, revering the plant as a divine
gift. Gambling leaves its mark on the Egyptian
calendar. A tablet later found at Gizeh, in the
pyramid of Cheops, explains that five days were
added to the 360-day calendar year after Thoth
(the ibis-headed scribe of Egypts divine
pantheon) gambled with the moon and won the
extra days.

¢. 3000-2000 B.C.E. Production of alcohol flour-
ishes. Mesopotamian brewers record recipes for
20-o0dd varieties of beer on clay tablets, while
wine becomes an increasingly vital component of
Mediterranean commerce and society.

2727 B.C.E. Cannabis debuts as a recognized medi-
cine in China.

. 2350 B.C.E. Urukagina (2380-2360 B.C.E.), ruler
of Lagash in Mesopotamia, institutes the first
recorded legal code. Known only from secondary
sources today, the code imposed penalties for
theft, usury, murder and polyandry, while limit-
ing the power the priests and public officials.

c. 2300 B.C.E. China’s Emperor Yao (2358-2258
B.C.E.) invents go, a board game later known as
igo in Japan and baduk in Korea. Two players ma-
nipulate hundreds of pieces, while bystanders bet
on the outcome.

2200 B.C.E. A Sumerian cuneiform tablet prescribes
beer as a tonic for lactating women.

c. 2060 B.C.E. Ur-Nammu (2112-2095 B.C.E.), the
king or Ur (modern Tell el-Mukayyar, Iraq), cre-
ates the earliest code of laws known from
surviving fragments. Including references to
witchcraft and slavery, the laws prescribe capital
punishment for murder and robbery, with a
prison term and fine (15 shekels of silver) for kid-
napping.

c.1934-1924 B.C.E. Lipit-Ishtar, fifth ruler of the
first dynasty of Isin (modern Ishan al-Bahriyat,

Iraq), dictates a code of laws including references
to slavery, prostitution, and monetary compen-
sation for property damage.

c. 1930 B.C.E. The Laws of Eshunna (modern Tall
Ab” Harmal, Iraq) are inscribed are recorded on
clay tablets, perhaps at the order of Amorite King
Bilalama. The text prescribes execution in cases
of burglary, murder, and for sexual offenses, while
imposing lesser penalties for simple theft, “false
distress,” bodily injury and property damage.

c. 1800 B.C.E. Brewers in northern Syria produce
large quantities of beer.

¢.1760 B.C.E. King Hammurabi of Babylon (1795~
1750 B.C.E.) prepares a list of 282 laws delineating
capital offenses (murder, child-stealing, “ensnar-
ing,” filing false criminal charges, etc.), pre-
scribing mutilation for others, and safeguarding
property rights (including the inheritance rights
of prostitutes).

¢.1500 B.C.E. Vintners in the Aegean and Mediter-
ranean regions produce large quantities of wine
for commercial sale. Farmers in China and Scy-
thia (present-day Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and
southern Russia) cultivate cannabis for food and
textile fiber. Afluent gamblers in India bet herds
of cattle on dice games and chariot races.

c. 1500-1400 B.C.E. The Hittite Empire, based at
Hattusa in present-day northern Turkey, develops
a system of 200 specific laws governing aggression
and assault, marital relationships, obligations and
service, assaults on property and theft, contracts
and prices, sacral matters, contracts and tariffs,
and sexual relationships.

c. 1400 B.C.E. Residents of Thebes begin commer-
cial cultivation of opium poppies. The Egyptian
opium trade flourishes from the reign of Pharaoh
Thutmose IV (14001390 B.C.E.) through that ot
King Tutankhamun (1333-1324 B.C.E.). Phoeni-
cian and Minoan traders ship opium across
the Mediterranean Sea to Greece, Carthage, and
Europe.

1400-1300 B.C.E. Pirates from Lukka (modern
Anatolia or Asia Minor) raid Mediterranean ship-
ping.

1300 B.C.E. Buccaneers from Thrace (southern Bul-
garia, northeastern Greece and European Turkey)
dominate piracy on the Aegean and Mediterra-
nean Seas.

1300-1200 B.C.E. Mediterranean pirates from
Lukka collaborate with Hittite accomplices.

1220 B.C.E. April: Mediterranean pirates led
by Lukki Lukka join Libyan forces to invade
Egypt.

1215-1150 B.C.E. Piratical “sea peoples” raid the
Mediterranean coastline, including attacks on
Cyprus, Hatti (north-central Anatolia), the Lev-
ant, and Egypt. Egyptian Pharaoh Merneptay
(1213-1203 B.C.E.) describes them in his Great
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Karnak Inscription as “the foreign-countries of
the sea.” Raiding peaks during the reign of Phar-
aoh Ramesses III (11861155 B.C.E.).

c.1200-800 B.C.E. The Atharvaveda, a Hindu text,
describes bhang (dried cannabis leaves, stems and
seeds) as “sacred grass,” one of five Indian plants
used both as medicine and as a ritual offering to
the god Shiva.

1115-1076 B.C.E. Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser I
enacts a code of laws that leaves punishment of
murder to the victim’s family and prescribes flog-
ging for a man who strikes a pregnant prostitute
and causes her to miscarry. Other offenses rate
cropping of ears or noses.

. 1100 B.C.E. Inhabitants of Cyprus design special
knives for harvesting opium. Aboriginal tribes in
Mexico and the region of present-day Texas use
peyote in religious rituals.

1000-900 B.C.E. Dorian pirates from Crete
terrorize their Minoan neighbors.

c. 884-859 B.C.E. King Ashurnasirpal II receives
10,000 skins of wine from Assyrian vintners, de-
livered to his capital at Nimrud, south of Nineveh
on the Tigris River.

c. 800 B.C.E. Brewers produce beer from barley and
rice in India.

c. 700-600 B.C.E. The Zend Avesta, a sacred text
of Zoroastrianism, described bhang (dried can-
nabis) as the “good narcotic” consumed by Zoro-
aster. Greek and Phoenician traders suffer con-
stant attacks by Mediterranean pirates.

c. 700-300 B.C.E. Various Scythian tribes place
cannabis seeds in royal tombs, as offerings to their
gods.

c. 594 B.C.E. Greek statesman Solon (638 B.C.E.—
558 B.C.E.) establishes publicly funded brothels
in Athens to “democratize” the availability of sex-
ual pleasure. Greek literature describes three
classes of prostitutes: slaves (pornai), freeborn
streetwalkers, and educated prostitute-entertainers
(betaera). The first two classes included both
males and females, while the third was strictly fe-
male.

500-400 B.C.E. Athenian naval forces attack pirate
colonies on the Greek islands of Kythnos, Myko-
nos, and throughout the Sporades archipelago
(Alonnisos, Peristera, Skiathos, Skopelos, and Sky-
ros).

c. 500-100 B.C.E. Scythian tradesmen introduce
cannabis into northern Europe.

494 B.C.E. Pirate captain Dionysius the Phocaean
raids shipping in the Mediterranean Sea.

c. 460 B.C.E. Greek physician Hippocrates (460
B.C.E.—370 B.C.E.) acknowledges the medicinal
value of opium as a narcotic and antihemorrhagic
for treating internal ailments.

430 B.C.E. Greek historian Herodotus of Halicar-
nassus (484 B.C.E.—425 B.C.E.) chronicles Scythian

use of cannabis in rituals and as a form of recre-
ation.

331 B.C.E. Alexander the Great (356 B.C.E.—323
B.C.E.) orders his admiral to conquer Crete and
“clear the pirate fleets.”

330 B.C.E. Alexander the Great introduces opium
to Persia (now Iran) and India.

315-300 B.C.E. Corsair chief Glaucetas leads pirate
raids on the Aegean Sea until the Athenian navy
under Thymochares of Sphettos raids his base at
Kythnos, capturing Glaucetas and his men.

300-186 B.C.E. The Aectolian League, a confeder-
ation of Greek pirates and military forces, domi-
nates the Mediterranean Sea.

300 B.C.E. First use of peyote in the area of pres-
ent-day Mexico, estimated by Spanish priest Ber-
nardino de Sahagtn in his Florentine Codex.

246-146 B.C.E. While the Punic Wars with
Carthage distract Roman forces, pirate commu-
nities flourish in the Mediterranean.

219 B.C.E. Pirate raids ordered by Demetrius of
Pharos precipitate the Second Illyrian War with
Rome.

168 B.C.E. In a bid to suppress piracy, Rome con-
quers Illyria (on the modern Balkan Peninsula),
establishing four client-republics ruled from Rome.

141-87 B.C.E. After wine is introduced to China
along Silk Road trade routes, Emperor Wu of Han
establishes a state monopoly on liquor produc-
tion, which remains in force until 81 B.C.E. Dur-
ing his reign, an unknown Chinese author pens
The Divine Farmer’s Herb-Root Classic, which de-
scribes 365 medicines derived from minerals,
plants, and animals. The text includes discussion
of the psychotropic properties of cannabis.

102-100 B.C.E. Marcus Antonius leads the first
Roman campaign against Cilician pirates in the
Mediterranean Sea.

74 B.C.E. The second Marcus Antonius, more fa-
mous as “Mark Anthony,” continues his father’s
campaign against Mediterranean pirates.

69 B.C.E. Cilician pirate Athenodorus captures and
sacks the island of Delos.

67 B.C.E. Pompey the Great (106-48 B.C.E.) assumes
command of a naval task force created to suppress
Mediterranean piracy. A 40-day campaign clears
the Western Sea of buccaneers, restoring commu-
nications between Italy, Hispania, and Africa.
Pompey then pursues the main pirate force to its
stronghold on the coast of Cilicia (now Cukurova,
in southern Turkey) and crushes the fleet,
inducing surrender by most of the pirates with
promises of pardon and resettlement at Soli (near
present-day Mersin, Turkey). Piracy is effectively
eradicated by early 66 B.C.E.

c. 50 B.C.E. Greek historian Dionysius of Halicar-
nassus (60 B.C.E.—6 B.C.E.) reports that “the Gauls
[French] have no knowledge of wine but use a
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foul-smelling liquor [beer] made of barley rotted
in water.”

36 B.C.E. Summer: Pirate captain Apollophanes
fights an inconclusive battle with Octavian’s
Roman fleet off the coast of Sicily.

C.E. 70 Greek physician Pedanius Dioscorides (C.E.
40-90) describes medicinal use of cannabis in
Rome.

170 Roman physician Galen of Pergamum (129-
200) notes the psychoactive properties of confec-
tions made from cannabis seeds.

400 Arab traders introduce Egyptian opium to
China.

c. 500 Wine reaches China along the Silk Road
from Europe and North Africa.

529-534 Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I
issues the Corpus Juris Civilis (“Body of Civil
Law”), which includes a ban on gambling in
public houses and private homes. Clerics caught
gambling are subject to suspension from office.

590 Following his conversion to Christianity, Visig-
othic King Reccared I of Hispania (the Iberian
Peninsula) bans prostitution within his domain.
While men who hire prostitutes receive no pun-
ishment, women convicted of prostitution receive
a virtual death sentence of 300 lashes followed by
exile.

768 First specific reference to the use of hops in
beer from the Abbey St. Denis in France by King
Pepin the Short.

789 Viking raiders stage their first attacks on En-
glish coastal towns.

793 June 8: Vikings storm the island of Lindisfarne,
off England’s northeast coast and “destroy God’s
church, with plunder and slaughter.”

794 Vikings raid Northumbria, England, attacking
a monastery at Yarrow.

795 Viking raids begin along the eastern coast of
Ireland, from the Irish Sea, striking the islands of
Iona, Rathlin and Skye.

797 Vikings assault Lambay Island, off the north
coast of County Dublin, Ireland. The Anndla
Uladh (Annals of Ulster) record a Viking raid on
the Isle of Man. Some modern historians dispute
its occurrence.

799 Vikings stage their first raid on continental Eu-
rope, attacking the monastery of Saint Philibert
of Jumiéges on Tle de Noirmoutier, off the Atlantic
coast of France.

800 King Charlemagne (742-814) organizes French
coastal defenses against pirates north of the Seine
estuary.

802 Viking pirates attack St. Columba’s monastery
on the Isle of Iona, in the Inner Hebrides.

805 Vikings return for a second assault on St. Co-
lumba’s monastery, on Iona.

818 Holy Roman Emperor Louis the Pious (778-
840) expands Justinian’s gambling ban, mandat-

ing a three-year suspension for clerics caught gam-
bling.

820 Vikings conquer and occupy the Isle of Man,
in the Irish Sea. Others raid Flanders, in Belgium,
and land at Baie de la Seine in northern France,
but native troops kill five and force the rest to re-
treat.

824-961 Arab pirates operating from Crete raid
shipping throughout the Mediterranean.

834 Viking ships approach the mouth of England’s
River Thames.

836 Viking leaders Bjorn and Hasting stage the first
of many raids against Normandy, in northern
France, striking at Avranchin and the Cotentin
(or Cherbourg) Peninsula from the English Chan-
nel.

839 Viking warlord Turgeis invades Ireland to es-
tablish permanent bases.

841 Turgeis and his Vikings conquer Dublin, on
the River Liffey.

May 12: Asgeir’s Viking fleet sails up the River
Seine, to loot and burn Rouen on May 14. On
May 24 the raiders plunder and burn a monastery
at Jumiege, then storm another at Fontenell (now
St. Wandrille), seizing 68 hostages whom they re-
lease on May 28, in exchange for ransom paid by
monks from the Abbey of Saint-Denis.

843 Viking raiders from Vestfold, Norway, establish
a base of operations on Ile de Noirmoutier, using
it as a launching pad for raids against Nantes, on
the Loire River.

844 Residents of Seville, Spain, repulse a Viking
raid.

845 Ragnar Lodbrok leads a Viking fleet of 120
ships against Paris, collecting 7,000 livres from
King Charles the Bald of West Francia (823-77)
to leave the city in peace; Irish chieftain M4el
Sechnaill mac Mdele Ruanaid of Clann Cholmdin
captures Viking raider Turgeis and drown him in
Lough Owel, north of Mullingar, County West-
meath.

846 Muslim pirates based on Sicily sail up the Tiber
River and attack Rome, looting the Basilica of St.
Peter. Newly-elected Pope Leo IV orders erec-
tion of 40-foot “Leonine” walls with 44 watch-
towers, surrounding the Vatican, with 44 watch-
towers. Construction of the fortress is completed
in 852.

851 October 13: Viking chieftain Asgeir leads a fleet
up the River Seine and sacks the monastery of
Fontenelle.

852 January 9: Asgeir’s Vikings return to the mon-
astery of Fontenell, find nothing more to plunder,
and burn it to the ground, then march inland to-
ward Beauvais. Blocked by Frankish troops, the
Norsemen retreat to winter on Jeufosse island,
guarding entry to the Seine, departing on June 5.
Before year’s end, a new Viking horde under God-
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frid and Sigtrygg lands on Jeufosse, where they
are besieged by Charles the Bald.

853 Early in the year, Chatles the Bald negotiates
a truce with Godfrid, who evacuates Jeufosse is-
land. Sigtrygg remains to raid and burn various
settlements through March. Another Norse ar-
mada led by Olaf the White conquers much of
Ireland.

855 July 18: Sigtrygg returns to West Francia, at-
tacking a fortress on the River Seine, below Paris.

August 17: Viking reinforcements arrive on the
Seine, led by Bjérn. The combined forces advance
on Chartres, where they are stopped by Frankish
troops under Charles the Bald, who forces their
retreat with heavy losses.

857 January: Bjorn and Sigtrygg renew attacks on
Paris from their island base on Jeufosse island.

June 12: The Viking army invades Chartres,
sacking the town and killing most of its inhabi-
tants.

Summer: The Norse invaders raid Evreux and
other Frankish towns from their base on Jeufosse,
before retiring in autumn.

858 January 9: Bjorn, reinforced by Danes under
Hasting, raze the abbey of Fontenelle and advance
on Paris, demanding ransom to spare Parisian
cathedrals. Louis, abbot of Saint Denis (800-67)
and his half-brother Joscelin are captured, then
released on payment of a large ransom.

859 Viking raiders renew their attacks along the
Seine valley, taking advantage of Charles the Bald’s
conflict with brother Louis the German (806—
76), king of Bavaria. Monasteries are sacked and
bishops executed at Bayeux, Beauvais, and Laon.
During the same year, other Norsemen strike for
the first time at Mediterranean targets.

860 Charles the Bald pays Viking chief Veland
3,000 silver livres to cease raiding on the Seine.
Rus’ Vikings attack Constantinople (now Istan-
bul, Turkey).

861 A Viking fleet of 200 ships, under Veland, be-
sieges Jeufosse island and stages new raids against
Paris, then withdraw, allowing Charles the Bald
to erect forts controlling the Seine at Pont-de-
I'Arche.

863 Vikings raze the town of Xanten, in the present
German state of North Rhine-Westphalia.

865 Viking raiders with a fleet of 50 ships establish
a raiding base at Pitres, on the Seine, in the pres-
ent-day region of Haute-Normandie. Viking
chieftain Ivarr the Boneless leads a “Great Heathen
Army” to invade the East Anglian region of En-
gland.

866 Viking raiders loot and burn Coutances, in
Normandy.

867 Unable to defend Avranchin and the Cotentin
Peninsula against Viking attacks, Charles the Bald
cedes those portions of Normandy to the Bretons.

873 Ivarr the Boneless dies in England. His brothers
and sons continue raiding across the island’s
northeastern quadrant.

875 Halfdan Ragnarson, brother of Ivarr the Bone-
less, conquers Northumbria, England, and
declares himself king.

876 A fleet of 100 Viking ships invade the Seine,
retreating after Charles the Bald pays 5,000 livres
in tribute.

877 English warriors expel Halfdan Ragnarson from
York. Before year’s end, he dies in an attempt to
recapture Northumbria.

878 Ubbe Ragnarsson, another brother of Ivarr the
Boneless, dies in combat against the West Saxons
at the Battle of Cynwit, in Somerset.

885 November 25: Danish warlord Sigfred ap-
proaches Paris with a Viking fleet of 700 ships
and 30,000 men. Parisians repulse two assaults
on the city, on November 26 and 27, resulting in
a six-month siege. Frankish king Charles the Fat
(839-888), successor to Charles the Bald, pays
700 pounds of silver as tribute in May 886,
whereupon the Viking withdraw.

890 Viking raiders sack Saint-L6, in Normandy.

890-892 Norse warlord Rollo (AKA Rolf) leads
multiple raids in the Bessin region of Normandy.

891 French defenders defeat a Viking for at Ile de
Noirmoutier.

900 Vikings raid various settlements along the
Mediterranean coastline.

900-1000 Use of cannabis spreads throughout Ara-
bia, while scholars and clerics debate its effects
and value.

902 Muslim pirates led by Leo of Tripoli terrorize
island settlements in the Aegean Sea.

904 July: Leo of Tripoli ravages shipping in the
Dardanelles with a fleet of 54 galleys and 11,000
pirates.

905 Vikings plunder Vire, in the present-day Basse-
Normandie region of France.

907 Viking raids in Brittany effectively destroy Bre-
ton sovereignty.

911 Autumn: Frankish king Charles the Simple
(879-929) stalls the advance of Viking warlord
Rollo’s raiders at Chartres, then concludes the
Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte, ceding control of
Neustria (between Aquitaine and the English
Channel) to Rollo’s Norsemen. In return, Rollo
submits to Christian baptism, marries Chatles’s
illegitimate daughter Gisele, and agrees to block
further invasions by other Vikings.

916 Viking forces based in Bessin and the Cotentin
Peninsula launch raids throughout eastern Brittany.

917 Viking raiders seize control of Dublin, Ireland.

923 The Byzantine navy destroys Leo of Tripoli’s
pirate fleet near Lemnos, in the Aegean Sea.

925 Norsemen from Bessin join forces with native
Saxons in raids along the western Seine valley.
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941 Rus’ Vikings stage new raids on Constantino-
ple.

980 Vikings launch a series of attacks designed to
seize control of England.

984 Jomsvikings led by Prince Styrbjérn the Strong
suffer a crushing defeat by Styrbjérn’s uncle Eric
the Victorious (945-95) at the Battle of Fyris-
vellir, near present-day Uppsala, Sweden.

991 August 10: Vikings defeat English troops at the
Battle of Maldon, in Essex. King Athelred II
(968-1016) subsequently pays the first annual ran-
som dubbed Danegeld (“Danish tax”) to prevent
further Viking raids against England. The first
payment totals 6,600 pounds of silver. Danegeld
tribute continues into the 12th century, totaling
£23,000 in 1130 alone.

998 Venetian forces crush the Narentan pirates of
the Adriatic Sea.

1000 The Bhavaprakasha, an Indian medical text,
describes use of opium.

1065 Persian scientist Abu Rayhan Biruni publishes
his Kitab al-Saidana fi al-Tibb, containing the
first known reference to the drug khat or gaz.

1109 Despite ongoing payments of Danegeld, Vik-
ing chieftain Olaf Haraldsson (995-1030) attacks
London from the Thames, destroying London
Bridge.

1020 Persian physician Avicenna (980-1037) de-
scribes opium as “the most powerful of stupe-
facients.”

1066 Norman conquerors of England establish the
island’s first formal courts.

1074-94 Hashish is introduced to Iraq during the
reign of Fatimid caliph al-Mustansir.

1090 Hasan ibn al-Sabbah, a missionary of Isma’il-
ism (second largest branch of Islamic Shi’ism),
concludes a two-year siege by capturing the
fortress at Alamut, in the Alborz Mountains of
northern Persia (now Iran). He establishes a cult
of Hashshashin (“eaters of hashish”), from which
the term “assassin” derives. As the “Old Man of
the Mountain,” Hasan dispatches killers to spread
their religion by eliminating enemies and rivals.
The cult evolves into a cadre of slayers for hire to
the highest bidder, favored by European nobles
for elimination of selected targets. Known or al-
leged Hashshashin victims include: Abu Ali al-
Hasan al-Tusi Nizam al-Mulk, a Persian scholar
and vizier of the Seljuq Empire, killed on October
14, 1092; al-Malik al-Afdal ibn Badr al-Jamali
Shahanshah, a vizier of Egypt’s Fatimid caliphs,
slain on December 11, 1121; Abu’l-Fal Ibn al-
Khashshlb, the gadi (judge) of Aleppo, in north-
ern Syria, under Seljuk emir Radwan, assassinated
in 1125; Count Raymond II of Tripoli, killed in
1152; Crusader Conrad of Montferrat, who ruled
Jerusalem as King Conrad I from November 24,
1190, until his murder on April 28, 1192; and

Prince Edward of England (1239-1307), who sur-
vived a wound from a poisoned dagger in 1271 to
rule as King Edward I. Mongol warlord Hulagu
Khan conquered Alamut on December 15, 1256,
and broke the power of the Hashshashin, but a
Syrian branch of the cult remained active until it
was crushed by the Mamluk Sultan Baibars
(1223-77) in 1273. Hashshashin survivors recap-
tured Alamut briefly in 1275, and Moroccan
scholar Ibn Battuta (1304-69) recorded their per-
sistence as hired killers through the mid-14th cen-
tury. Their spiritual heirs are the modern Nizlrn,
officially known as the Shn‘a Imami IsmI‘nln
Tariqah.

1100 Distillation of alcoholic “spirits” documented
from the medical school at Salerno, Italy.

1120 Concubines in the harem of Emperor Yelii
Yanxi invent the first playing cards, according to
the Chinese dictionary Ching-tsze-tung, published
in 1628.

1155 Sheikh Haidar of Greater Khorasan (including
parts of modern-day Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) enjoys
cannabis and encourages its use throughout his
domain. In England, a royal charter establishes
the Cinque Ports — Dover, Hastings, Hythe, New
Romney, and Sandwich — as favored trading set-
tlements exempt from most taxes. That favoritism
encourages wholesale smuggling.

1161 While publicly discouraging prostitution, King
Heny II of England (1133-89) permits it to con-
tinue, mandating that all prostitutes must be un-
married women. Henry also requires weekly in-
spections of London brothels to ensure that no
laws are broken.

c. 1164-71 Syrian mystics introduce cannabis to
Egypt under the Muslim Ayyubid dynasty.

1170 Future mercenary pirate Eustace the Monk is
born to noble parents in Boulogne-sur-Mer,
northern France.

1190 During the Third Crusade (1189-92), King
Richard of England (1157-99) and King Philip II
Augustus of France (1165-1223) ban gambling for
money by any of their subjects below the rank of
knight. Kings are allowed to gamble any amount
of money they choose, while lesser nobles are re-
stricted to losses of 20 shillings per day.

c. 1200 Three Indian medical texts, the Dbanvantri
Nighantu, Sharangdhar Samahbita and Shodal
Gadanigrah describe opium’s value in treating di-
arrhea and sexual dysfunction.

1204 The Republic of Venice begins conquest of
the Greek Ionian Islands with capture of Corfu,
striving to suppress local piracy.

1205-12 Eustace the Monk serves King John of En-
gland (1166-1216) as a mercenary pirate, raiding
French ships and settlements along the English
Channel and the Strait of Dover.
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1212-17 Eustace the Monk switches sides, to serve
King Philip II of France (1165-1223).

1217 August 24: Eustace the Monk’s pirate fleet is
defeated in combat against British naval forces led
by Hubert de Burgh, in the Battle of Sandwich.
De Burgh captures Eustace and has him be-
headed. As a result, Prince Louis of France (1187-
1226) — later King Louis VIII —signs the Treaty
of Lambeth on September 20, relinquishing his
claim to the English throne and agreeing to eject
Eustace’s brothers from the Channel Islands.

1223 Summer: Japanese Wokou pirates stage their
first recorded raid on the south coast of Goryeo,
Korea.

1231 Pope Gregory IX launches the Papal Inquisi-
tion to suppress heresy, subsequently expanding
to include witchcraft, sorcery —and, by exten-
sion, popular use of opium and natural hallucino-
gens.

c. 1240-45 Spanish physician and herbalist Abu
Muhammad Dia’al-Din Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn
Al-Baytar al-Maligial-Andalusi describes the
psychoactive properties of cannabis.

1241 Various European trading states create the
Hanseatic League to suppress piracy and monop-
olize trade along the coast of Northern Europe,
from the Baltic to the North Sea and inland.

1271-95 Venetian explorer Marco Polo (1254-
1324) tours the Far East, returning to publish sec-
ond-hand accounts of Hasan ibn al-Sabbah and
the Hashshashin.

1277 April: Italian pirate Diovanni de lo Cavo cap-
tures a Venetian ship in the Mediterranean.

1282 March 30: Residents of Palermo, Sicily, rebel
against control of their island by French-born
King Charles I of Naples (1226-85), in an insur-
rection dubbed the “Sicilian Vespers” (because it
began at sundown on Easter Monday). Some au-
thors cite this event as the birth of the Sicilian
Mafia, claiming that its name derives from the
battle cry Morte alla Francia Italia anela! (“Death
to France, Italy groans!”). However, no contem-
porary reference to the Mafia exists.

1290 According to Muslim historian Ziauddin Ba-
rani (1285-1357), Sultan Jalal-ud-din Firuz Khilji
(d. 1296) arrests several members of the Thugee
cult in Delhi, procuring information that leads to
another 1,000 arrests. Thugs — from the Hindi
thag (“thief”) or the Sanskrit sthagati (“he con-
ceals”) — are worshipers of Kali, the Hindu god-
dess of death and destruction. They prey on trav-
elers, strangling, mutilating and robbing lone
individuals or whole caravans. Jalal-ud-din Firuz
Khilji orders his prisoners transported to Lakh-
nauti and released. The cult, already well estab-
lished by this date, persists until suppressed by
British colonial authorities in the mid-19th cen-
tury.

Spring: Danish forces capture and execute
Norse pirate Alv Erlingsson off the coast of Scania,
Sweden.

¢. 1300 England’s Cinque Ports establish a league
to suppress piracy in the English Channel.

1358 The Great Council of Venice declares prosti-
tution “absolutely indispensable to the world,”
thus paving the way for state-funded brothels in
major Italian cities.

c. 1375-85 Muslim scholar Badruddin Az-
Zarkashi (1344-92) writes his Zahr al-arish fi
tahrim al-hashish, the oldest known monograph
on hashish.

1376-85 Japanese pirates stage 174 raids on Korean
coastal towns.

1377 The Florentine senate issues a resolution reg-
ulating use of playing cards, while an amendment
to the gambling laws of Paris bans them outright.
Swiss monk Johannes von Rheinfelden describes
the emergence of a new game in Basel, using a
deck of 52 cards with four suits.

1378 Emir Soudoun Scheikhouni of the Ottoman
Empire issues the first known ban on eating hash-
ish.

1379 Authorities in Regensburg, Bavaria, ban play-
ing cards.

1389 Korean forces attack pirate strongholds on
Tsushima, Japan, killing 114 pirates and capturing
21, while rescuing 131 Chinese hostages.

1390 English and French naval forces battle North
African pirates in the Mediterranean.

1392 The Dukes of Mecklenberg, Germany, hire a
company of privateers called the “Victual Broth-
ers” to raid Danish shipping. Their depredations
continue into 1398, when they are expelled from
Gotland by the Hanseatic League.

1394 Erich III, Duke of Saxony (1370-1401), plays
cards with the Duke of Letzburg to determine
ownership of the Ardennes forest.

1399 The provost of Paris, France, adds card-
playing to a list of proscribed games, forbidden
to the working class on workdays.

1401 October 20: German privateer Klaus Storte-
beker dies in battle with forces of the Hanseatic
League near Heligoland, in the North Sea.

1402 Agents of the Hanseatic League capture Ger-
man pirate Gottfried Michaelsen and execute him
in Hamburg. Before year’s end, the league also
captures and executes another German buccaneer,
Hennig Wichmann, with 73 of his men.

1416 Jewish resident of Forli, Italy, adopt an ordi-
nance banning gambling parties.

1419 June 9: King Taejon of Korea declares war on
Japanese pirates based on Tsushima Island. On
June 20 a fleet of 227 ships and 17,285 soldiers
attacks Tsushima, burning 109 pirate ships and
seizing 20 others. Korean forces kill 200 persons
and take 600 prisoners before a Japanese army re-
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pels them on July 20. The combatants sign a
treaty on September 29.

1430 Amadeus VIII (1383-1451), the Count of
Savoy — comprising portions of southeastern
France, western Switzerland, and northwest
Italy — bans gambling for money, except in the
case of women playing cards for “pin-money”
(small sums allotted for personal expenses).

1438-1532 The Inca Empire cultivates coca
throughout the Andean mountains. Chasquis, the
empire’s professional messengers, chew coca leaves
for extra energy on their long-distance runs be-
tween relay stations.

1444 The town of Sluis, in Holland, conducts the
first documented public lottery.

1445 May 9: L'Ecluse, in the Rhone River valley,
conducts a lottery to finance construction of
defensive walls around the town. Players pur-
chase 4,304 tickets, for a chance to win 1,737
florins.

1449 Deposed Danish ruler Eric of Pomerania as-
sumes power in the Duchy of Pomerania-Stolp,
launching pirate raids “against friend and foe
alike” until his death on May 3, 1459.

1453 November: English pirate William Kyd — un-
related to the later William Kidd — seizes a ship
owned by the bishop of Saint Andrews, Scotland,
and delivers it to Exmouth.

1461 King Eward IV of England (1442-83) bans
card and dice games, except during the 12-day
Christmas holiday.

1466 February 14: Civic leaders in Bruges, Belgium,
sell lottery tickets to raise money for impover-
ished citizens.

1478 Future Turkish privateer and admiral Hay-
reddin Barbarossa born on the Mediterranean
island of Midilli (present-day Lesbos). He is the
youngest of four brothers born in the 1470s, all
of whom engage in piracy.

1485 A statute passed in Regensburg, Germany,
permits card-playing as long as no money changes
hands. Future privateer and Ottoman admiral
Turgut Reis born near Bodrum, on the Aegean
coast of Turkey.

1496 King Henry VII of England (1457-1509) for-
bids gambling by the working class, except for
card games played during Christmas holidays.

1500 Portuguese mariners and tradesmen on the
East China Sea pioneer smoking opium for swift
intoxication. Future pirate Jean-Frangois de La
Roque de Roberval (AKA “Robert Baal”) born in
Carcassonne, southern France.

1502 Italian explorer Amerigo Vespucci (1454—
1512) returns from the New World to Europe,
bearing coca plants among his various discover-
ies.

1503 Turkish pirate Orug Reis, brother of Hayred-
din Barbarossa, begins operating from Djerba,

an island in the Gulf of Gabbes, off the Tunisian
coast. Hayreddin joins him before year’s end.

1504 Abu Abdullah Mohammed Hamis, Sultan of
Tunisia, grants the Barbarossa brothers permis-
sion to operate from the strategic port of La
Goulette, in return for one-third of their loot.
During the year, the brothers capture two Papal
galleys near Elba, and a Sicilian warship — the
Cavalleria— near Lipari, in transit from Spain
to Naples with 60 Spanish knights and 380 sol-
diers aboard.

1505 The Barbarossa brothers join Turkish priva-
teer Kurto lu Muslihiddin Reis (1487-1535) for
raids along the coast of Calabria, southern Italy.

1508 The Barbarossa brothers lead raids against
coastal towns in Liguria, northwestern Italy.

1509 Ishak Barbarossa joins brothers Heyreddin
and Orug Reis in pirate raids launched from La
Goulette.

1510 The Barbarossa brothers raid Capo Passero,
southeastern Sicily, later repulsing Spanish as-
saults on the Algerian ports of Algiers, Béjaia,
and Oran.

1511 August: The Barbarossas conduct raids
around Reggio Calabria, southern Italy.

1512 August: The exiled ruler of Béjaia commis-
sions the Barbarossa brothers to expel Spanish
occupation forces. Their effort fails, and Orug
Reis loses his left arm in combat, replacing it
with a silver prosthetic limb.

Autumn: The Barbarossa brothers lead raids
along the coast of Andalusia (southern Spain),
seize a castle on Minorca (in the Balearic Islands),
and capture 23 ships before returning to La
Goulette in triumph.

1513 Operating from a new base at Cherchell, 55
miles west of Algiers, the Barbarossa brothers
capture four English ships en route to France,
seize four more vessels off Valencia, Spain, and
capture a Spanish galley near Mdlaga. They also
skirmish with the Spanish fleet on several occa-
sions.

1514 Continuing their private war with Spain, the
Barbarossa brothers lead 12 ships and 1,000
Turks to destroy a Spanish fortress at Béjaia,
then raid Ceuta on the Strait of Gibraltar, mov-
ing on to wrest Jijel, Algeria, from Genoese con-
trol. Next, they capture Mahdiya, Tunisia,
followed by lucrative raids on the Balearic
Islands, Sardinia, Sicily, and the Spanish main-
land. After capturing several ships at Majorca,
Orug Reis pays tribute to Ottoman Sultan Selim
I (1465-1520). Selim repays that gesture by fur-
nishing the brothers with two galleys.

1516 Joined once more by Kurto lu Muslihiddin
Reis, the Barbarossa brothers lay siege to the
Castle of Elba, then strike again at Liguria, cap-
turing 12 ships and sinking or damaging 28
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more. Before year’s end, they drive Spanish
troops from Algiers and Tlemcen, then expel
former ruler Abu Hamo Musa III of the Beni
Ziyad dynasty, asserting their own authority.
Spanish fugitives from Algiers regroup on Pefién
de Vélez de la Gomera, off the Moroccan coast,
and petition Holy Roman Emperor Charles V
for aid, but his forces cannot dislodge the Bar-
barossa’s from Algiers.

April 23: Bavaria’s Reinbeitsgebor (“purity
order”) bans production of beer from any ingre-
dients other than water, barley and hops.

1517 Orug Reis declares himself sultan of Algiers,
expanding his authority with the capture of
Medea, Miliana, and Ténés. Next, the Barba-
rossa brothers raid Capo Limiti and Calabria’s
Isola di Capo Rizzuto. Finally, Orug offers Al-
giers to the Ottoman Sultan as a new imperial
province. The sultan accepts, naming Orug
Governor of Algiers and Chief Sea Governor of
the Western Mediterranean, with vows of mili-
tary support.

1518 May: Emperor Charles V lands at Oran with
10,000 Spanish soldiers, joined by thousands of
Bedouins, and marches on Tlemcen. Orug Reis
and brother Ishak defend the city for 20 days,
with 1,500 Turks and 5,000 Moors, until both
die in battle.

1520 King Francis I of France (1494-1547) signs
a bill permitting lotteries in Bordeaux, Lille,
Lyons, Paris and Strasbourg. Future Muslim
pirate and Ottoman admiral “Uluj Ali” born
Giovanni Dionigi, in Italy.

1521 June 15: Spanish colonial authorities ban
native use of non-alcoholic intoxicants — hallu-
cinogenic mushrooms and peyote —in New
Spain. Catholic priests undertake punishment
of offenders.

1521-27 French privateer Jean Fleury raids Span-
ish shipping in the Caribbean, in the employ of
sponsor Jean Ango.

1522 Venetian clothing dealer Geronimo Bam-
barana inaugurates a lottery with winners paid
in cash or decorative carpets.

1523 French pirate Jean Florin captures three
Spanish galleons on the Atlantic, returning from
the Caribbean with a cargo of gold and precious
stones.

1524 Italian explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano
(1485-1528) reports the first sighting of wild
hemp in North America, during an expedition
to the area of present-day Virginia. Most mod-
ern historians deny that it was cannabis.

1526 Zahir ud-Din Muhammad bin ‘Omar
Sheikh (1483-1531), founder of Persia’s Mughal
Empire, “discovers” hashish.

1527 Swiss physician Paracelsus, né Phillip von
Hohenheim (1493-1541), introduces lauda-

num —a mixture of opium, citrus juice and
gold, in pill form — as an analgesic. Pirate Jean
Florin captured and hanged.

1530 Florence conducts Italy’s first public lottery,
raising money for public works. Holy Roman
Emperor Charles V (1500-58) establishes the
Knights of Malta, in part to suppress the Barbary
pirates.

July 26: French privateer Jean Ango begins
raiding Portuguese shipping in the Atlantic.

1531 August15: Jean Ango retires from piracy after
the king of Portugal pays him 60,000 ducats to
desist.

1532 Future pirate and slaver John Hawkins born
at Plymouth, England.

1532-33 Francisco Pizzaro Gonzilez (1471-1541)
conquers the Inca Empire in South America.
Recipients of Spanish land grants subsequently
take possession of Incan coca plantations.

1534 Future Turkish privateer and Ottoman
admiral Murat Reis the Elder born at Rhodes.
1537-42 Nobleman-turned-pirate  Kristoffer

Throndsen raids settlements along the coast of
Norway, before receiving a pardon and naval
commission from King Christian III of Den-

mark.

1539 Vicente de Valverde Alvarez (1490-1543),
Bishop of Cuzco, claims 10 percent of Peru’s coca
crop for the Roman Catholic Church.

1540 King Henry VIII of England (1491-1547)
bans card games, dice, bowling and tennis, while
encouraging his male subjects to practice arch-
ery. Future privateer, slaver, and British vice ad-
miral Francis Drake born in Tavistock, Devon.

April — Turgut Reis sacks the island of Gozo,
in the Maltese Archipelago, transporting at least
5,000 prisoners for sale as slaves in Libya. He later
raids the coasts of Sicily and Spain with a fleet of
25 ships, prompting Chatles V to send Genoese
admiral Andrea Doria in pursuit, with 81 galleys.
Reis escapes, bombarding the southern ports of
Corsica, and sacks Capraia in the Tuscan Archi-
pelago.

1544 French Huguenot pirates led by Jean-
Frangois Roberval sack Cartagena, in present-
day Colombia. Turkish pirates under Barbarossa
Hayreddin Pasha capture the island of Ischia, in
the Tyrrhenian Sea, seizing 4,000 prisoners. A
second raid on Lipari, off the northern coast of
Sicily, enslaves another 9,000 captives.

1545 King Philip II of Spain orders c47iamo (can-
nabis) planted throughout his empire, for both
medicinal and industrial uses.

1546 July 4: Hayreddin Barbarossa, retired from
service as pasha and fleet admiral of the Ottoman
navy, dies at his seaside palace in the Biiyiikdere
district of Istanbul.

1547 French theologian John Calvin (1509-64)
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issues an edict banning gambling for gold or sil-
ver.

1548 February: A large Japanese pirate fleet raids
the Chinese coastal counties of Ningbo and
Taizhou.

1549 Angolan slaves introduce cannabis to Brazil’s
sugar plantations. Their Portuguese masters per-
mit them to grow plants between rows of sugar
cane and smoke it in their free time, between
harvests.

1552 Spring: Hundreds of Chinese pirates led by
Wang Zhi raid the coast of Zhejiang, China.
1553 Summer: Wang Zhi’s pirates resume attacks
on the coast of Zhejiang, with a fleet of several

hundred ships.

1554 French pirate Frangois “Peg Leg” Le Clerc
captures Santiago de Cuba, occupying the city
for a month before he flees with loot valued at
80,000 pesos. In southeastern Italy, pirates sack
Vieste and carry off 7,000 slaves.

1555 French pirate Jacques de Sores attacks and
burns Havana, Cuba. Turgut Reis sacks Bastia,
on Corsica, taking 6,000 prisoners.

1557 China’s Ming Dynasty permits establishment
of a permanent Portuguese trading base at Ma-
cau. Traders soon introduce opium.

1558 July 9: Barbarossa Hayreddin Pasha lays siege
to Ciutadella, on Minorca in the Balearic
Islands, with 140 ships and 15,000 pirates. The
town surrenders on July 17, whereupon 3,452
inhabitants are transported to Constantinople
for sale as slaves.

1560 While waiting to ambush a Spanish treasure
fleet, Frangois le Clerc ravages settlements along
the Caribbean coast of Panama.

May 9-14: Ottoman corsairs Piyale Pasha and
Turgut Reis face Spanish and Italian naval forces
in battle off the island of Djerba, Tunisia. The pi-
rates win a decisive victory, losing a handful of
ships and 1,000 men killed, while their opponents
lose 30 galleys, 9,000 dead and 5,000 captured.
Spanish survivors evacuate Djerba’s garrison on
July 29.

1560-73 German pirate Klein Henszlein raids
shipping in the North Sea.

1561 Private lotteries are banned in Bruges, Bel-
gium. Cosimo I de’ Medici (1519-74) creates the
Order of Saint Stephen to combat Muslim
pirates on the Mediterranean Sea. The Order
subsequently participates in campaigns at Corfu,
Dalmatia, and Negroponte.

1562 Sir John Hawkins inaugurates the Atlantic
slave trade.

1563 Turgut Reis raids coastal towns in the Span-
ish province of Granada, seizing 4,000 prisoners
at Almufiécar alone. Barbary pirates terrorize the
Balearic Islands, depopulating Formentera, while
other islands fortify their churches and erect

coastal watchtowers. French pirate Jean Bon-
temps collaborates with English troops occupy-
ing Le Havre, looting French merchant ships.

1565 May 18: A large Ottoman fleet lays siege to
Malta, hoping to seize it as a base for raids
against European ports. Barbary pirate Turgut
Reis suffers critical wounds while leading an
attack on June 18. The fortress at Saint Elmo falls
on June 23, but resistance continues until a relief
expedition arrives from Sicily on September 8,
with 60 galleys and 11,000 soldiers. The invaders
depart, with more than 6,000 soldiers slain in
the fighting.

August 22: Spanish admiral and pirate-hunter
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés founds America’s old-
est port city at St. Augustine, Fla. On August 28
he attacks a French Huguenot settlement at Fort
Caroline, on the St. Johns River, slaughtering 200
of the fort’s 250 inhabitants. The remainder,
mostly women and children, are taken prisoner.
Menéndez then erects a Spanish fort on the site,
dubbed Matanzas (“massacre,” in Spanish).

1567 Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) conducts
England’s first public lottery, to finance harbor
repairs. A top prize of £5,000 is offered — equiv-
alent to $127,000 in 2009 — but only 33,000 of
the original 400,000 tickets are sold by Janu-
ary 1, 1569, when the first drawing is held.

Late April: Pirates led by John Bontemps raid
Borburata (now Puerto Cabellos), Venezuela, seiz-
ing hostages and robbing them of 1,500 pesos.

1568 April: French nobleman Dominique de
Gourgue retaliates for the 1865 massacre of Hu-
guenots at Fort Caroline, Fla., by burning the
new Spanish fort and slaughtering its inhabi-
tants.

September — John Hawkins leads a Caribbean
slaving expedition, with a crew including young
Francis Drake. On September 15, Spanish naval
forces surprise the slavers at San Juan de Ulda,
near Veracruz, Mexico, sinking several British
ships before the rest escape. Hawkins and Drake
thereafter pursue privateering as a means to break
Spain’s monopoly on Caribbean trade, but lose
four of their six ships after a battle at San Juan,
Puerto Rico, on September 23.

1568-1648 The Eighty Years’ War for control of
the Netherlands promotes privateering against
Spanish merchant ships.

1569 The Spanish navy surprise Sir John Hawkins
and his fleet, including a young Francis Drake,
at San Juan de Ulda, near Veracruz, Mexico. The
British privateers narrowly escape.

1570 Jacques de Sore executes 40 Jesuit mission-
aries at Tazacorte, on La Palma in the Canary
Islands, hurling their corpses from a cliff, into
the sea. King Philip II of Spain sends Dr. Fran-
ciso Hernandez to study medicinal flora and
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fauna in Mexico. His subsequent reports include
first proper botanical description of peyote.

1570-90 British privateers harass Spanish ship-
ping and colonies throughout the Spanish
Main — including Florida, Mexico, Central
America, and the northern coast of South Amer-
ica.

1572 German pirate Klein Henzlein and 33 of his
men are captured and beheaded.

May 24: Francis Drake leaves Plymouth with two
small ships and 73 men, to raid port of Nombre
de Dios, in Panama. The July raid is successful,
but Drake suffers a serious wound, prompting
his men to abandon their loot as they flee. Drake
remains in the region for nearly a year, attacking
Spanish ships in an effort to recoup the loss.

1573 January: English pirate Martin Frobisher
captures a French ship off the Irish coast.

April 29: Francis Drake teams with French
buccaneer Guillaume Le Testu to capture a Span-
ish mule train bearing some 30 tons of gold and
silver near Nombre de Dios. Unable to carry the
loot, they bury most of it for later retrieval. La
Testu is wounded, then captured with his men,
all of whom are executed by Spanish troops. One
pirate, under torture, directs Spaniards to the
buried hoard, but Drake escapes with enough
gold to make him wealthy upon his August 9 re-
turn to Plymouth.

1575 The coca trade employs an estimated 82 per-
cent of all European settlers in Peru.

September: Moroccan pirates led by Memmi
Reis capture Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, future
author of Don Quixote. He remains a slave until
ransomed, in September 1580.

1576 English pirate Andrew Barker sails for Pan-
ama with two ships, to conduct “reprisal” raids
against Spanish shipping.

April: Pirate captains John Callice and Simao
Fernandes capture a Portuguese ship near the Ca-
nary Islands.

May: British authorities jail Portuguese pirate
Simio Fernandes, then release him on bail.

December: Dutch pirate Courte Higgenberte
is jailed at Cardiff, then released by a friendly
judge.

1577 Queen Elizabeth I of England (1533-1603)
commissions Francis Drake to plunder Spanish
settlements and shipping along the Pacific Coast
of North America. Drake leaves Plymouth on
November 15, but his ships are damaged by a
storm off Cornwall and return to Plymouth for
repairs. Drake sails again on December 13, with
six ships and 164 men, soon adding a Portuguese
merchant ship captured near the Cape Verde
Islands. He loses two ships at sea before reaching
safe harbor at present-day Puerto San Julidn,
Argentina.

February: British officers arrest Simao Fernan-
des for the second time, but a magistrate and fence
for pirate loot in Cardiff, Wales, releases him once
more.

April: Arrested yet again and packed off to Lon-
don for trial, Simao Fernandes is freed by interces-
sion of Secretary of State Sir Francis Walsingham.

May: Andrew Barker assaults Veragua, in west-
ern Panama, but fails to capture the city. British
authorities try pirate John Caliice in London and
sentence him to hang. Queen Elizabeth I pardons
him November.

June: Andrew Barker’s pirates seize a Spanish
vessel near Nombre de Dios, Panama.

August: William Coxe leads a mutiny against
pirate captain Andrew Barker, marooning Barker
and a dozen loyal crewmen on an island off Hon-
duras, where Spanish troops later find and kill
them.

October: Captured in Ireland, English pirate
Robert Hicks is transported to London, convicted
of piracy, and hanged.

December 13: Francis Drake sails from Ply-
mouth on his most famous pirate voyage, with
five ships, 160 crewmen, and a dozen “gentleman
adventurer” investors.

1578 April: Held in London on a charge of pillag-

ing French ships, Dutch pirate Courte Higgen-
berte posts £4,000 bail and disappears.

June: William Coxe and 18 fellow pirates stop
at the Scilly Isles, off Cornwall, to divide their
loot before sneaking into port at Plymouth. De-
spite their stealth, they are jailed for mutiny and
as accessories to Andrew Barker’s murder.

June 20: Francis Drake’s dwindling fleet enters
the Strait of Magellan, reaching the Pacific Ocean
in September, with loss of four ships. Despite a
wound suffered in battle with Mapuche tribesmen
on Mocha Island, off the coast of modern Chile’s
Arauco Province, Drake moves on to sack Val-
paraiso on December 5.

July: Paroled pirate John Callice joins Henry
Knollys on a voyage to plunder the Spanish
Caribbean.

1579 February 5: Francis Drake seizes two Spanish

ships near the Peruvian treasure port of Arica,
then captures two more en route to Callao, the
port of Lima.

March I: Drake captures the Nuestra Sefiora de
la Concepcidn, a Spanish treasure ship bound from
Peru to Manila, in the Philippines, exposing for
the first time Spanish shipping to the Far East.

April: Drake’s pirates sack Guatulco, Mexico.

June 17: Drake lands somewhere north of Point
Loma (near present-day San Diego, Calif.) and
claims the land for England.

July: Drake sails eastward across the Pacific,
stopping in the Philippines, the Moluccas, at Java,
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and in Sierra Leone before reaching Plymouth on
September 26, 1580.

1581 Moghul conquerors introduce opium to
Assam, in northeastern India.

April 4: A French nobleman, Monsieur de
Marchaumont, knights Sir Francis Drake. In Sep-
tember, Drake is elected mayor of Plymouth, En-
gland.

1582 William Fenner, assigned to hunt pirates in
the Atlantic, inexplicably names John Callice as
one of his captains.

July: English pirates Stephen Heynes and Wil-
liam Valentine capture a German ship and bring
it to Studland, Dorset, England. In search of hid-
den cash, Heynes tortures the passengers so vi-
ciously that some of his own crewmen beg him
to stop.

1583 DPirate John Callice loots two Scottish ships
and delivers their cargo to Portsmouth.

1584 March 18: Russian Tsar Ivan the Terrible

(1530-84), on his deathbed, allegedly bets the
national treasury’s contents on a chess game with
advisor Boris Godunov (1551-1605). Most mod-
ern historians deny the story, naming Ivan’s final
opponent as Russian statesman Bogdan Belsky
(d. 1611).

1585 War erupts between England and Spain,
continuing intermittently until 1604. Sir Francis
Drake sales from Plymouth with 29 ships on
September 14, to raid Spanish settlements and
shipping.

September: Pirates employed by English pri-
vateer Sir George Carrey capture a French-crewed
fishing boat from Newfoundland, mistaking it for
a Spanish galleon.

September 14: Francis Drake leaves Plymouth
with 2,300 seamen and soldiers, for raids in the
West Indies.

November 17: Drake’s pirates sack and burn
Santiago in the Cape Verde Islands.

December 31: Francis Drake’s pirates capture

and sack the city of Santo Domingo. Burning
one-third of the town before they receive a
25,000-ducat ransom.
1586 Frustrated by lax enforcement of European
laws penalizing prostitution, Pope Sixtus V
(1521-90) mandates execution of convicted har-
lots.

January 1: Francis Drake’s forces capture and
loot Santo Domingo on Hispafiola (now the Do-
minican Republic), extorting a ransom of 25,000
ducats.

February 9: Drake occupies Cartagena, looting
the city and occupying it until March 26, when
he departs with a ransom of 110,000 ducats.

May 28: Drake attacks St. Augustine, Fla., cap-
turing and destroying the town on May 30.

June: Drawings for Britain’s second royal

lottery span three days, with a suit of armor
offered as the main prize.

July 22: Drake returns, triumphant, to Ports-
mouth, England. The celebration inspired buc-
caneer Thomas Cavendish to sail at once for the
Pacific with three ships and 123 men, including
some of Drake’s crew.

1587 March: Thomas Cavendish and his pirates

reach the Pacific Ocean. Francis Drake receives
orders from London to attack the Spanish
Armada.

April and May: Sir Francis Drake destroys a
large portion of the Spanish fleet in the Bay of
Cadiz, lands in the Algarve district of southern
Portugal, sacks various coastal forts on the way to
Lisbon, and captures a Spanish treasure fleet re-
turning from the Azores. Drake describes the
campaign as “singeing the King of Spain’s beard.”

November 15: Thomas Cavendish captures a
Spanish vessel, the Santa Ana, hanging its priest
and marooning the crew. The haul includes
122,000 pesos and various other prizes. On No-
vember 19 Cavendish sails for the Philippines.

1588 July 29: Vice Admiral Sir Francis Drake

intercepts and scatters the Spanish Armada in
the English Channel, before it can land troops
on British soil. On July 30, Drake sinks five
Spanish ships in the Battle of Gravelines (a port
15 miles southwest of Dunkirk, France).

September: Pirate Thomas Cavendish returns
to England a hero.

October: English pirate George Clifford, Third
Earl of Cumberland, captures a Spanish ship off
the coast of Brazil.

1589 Britain’s Admiralty Court assumes responsi-

bility for regulating prizes seized by privateers
and judging whether individual ships were
legally captured. Sir Francis Drake and Sir John
Norreys receive orders to destroy the remainder
of the Spanish Armada; support rebels in Lisbon,
Portugal, against King Philip II (1527-98); and
capture the Azores. Attacking the Spanish fleet
off the coast of A Corufia, in Galicia, the English
commanders lose 20 ships and more than 12,000
men.

January 18: King Frederick II of Denmark and
Norway executes Faroese privateer Magnus
Heinason for piracy. The charges are later with-
drawn.

1590 Pope Gregory XIV (1535-91) orders excom-

munication of any Catholic who bets on the
election of a new pontiff.

1591 English privateer James Lancaster sails from

Plymouth for the East Indies, robbing every for-
eign ship he encounters before returning to En-
gland in May 1594.

August: Thomas Cavendish mounts a new pi-
rate expedition from England, with five ships.
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Storms ravage his fleet in the Strait of Magellan
and his surviving crewmen desert Cavendish.
1594 February: English pirate James Langton cap-

tures several ships in Jamaican waters.

June 20: Spanish warships overtake the Destiny,
captained by English pirate Richard Hawkins, off
the coast of Ecuador. Hawkins surrenders on June
22, after three days of hard fighting.

1595 March 22: Spanish forces capture English
pirate John Crosse near Havana.

September 7: Sir Francis Drake sails from Ply-
mouth with 28 ships, 1,500 seamen and 1,000 sol-
diers, seeking to capture a Spanish treasure ship
with 2 million ducats aboard, awaiting repairs at
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Superior defenses prevent
him from taking the prize.

November 22-23: Francis Drake’s fleet fights
inconclusive engagements with Spanish naval
forces around Puerto Rico.

December 27-30: After several raids along the
Venezuelan coast, Drake spends two days bom-
barding Nombre de Dios, on the Isthmus of
Panama.

1596 January 6: Francis Drake’s pirates capture
Nombre de Dios, but find no significant treasure.

January 28: Sir Francis Drake dies at sea, off-
shore from Portobello, Panama. His crew buries
him at sea, in a lead casket.

1598 June: Dutch privateers Jacob de Mahu and
Simon de Cordes lead Holland’s first pirate raids
along South America’s Pacific coastline.

June 9: English pirate George Clifford, Third
Earl of Cumberland, leads eight pirate ships
against San Juan, Puerto Rico. The garrison sur-
renders on June 19, but half of Clifford’s 1,200
men are dead or dying from disease within three
weeks. The survivors flee in August, with little
booty to show for their trouble.

c. 1600 Spaniards in Barbados discover that fer-
mentation of molasses, a by-product of sugar
refining, produces rum.

1600 April: Dutch pirates led by Baltazar de
Cordes rout Spanish forces on Chiloé Island, off
the coast of Chile.

December 31: Queen Elizabeth I grants a royal
charter to the East India Company, future over-
lords of opium trading in Asia.

1601 Merchant ships chartered by Queen Eliza-
beth I receive instructions to purchase Indian
opium and transport it to England.

January: Portuguese authorities imprison
Dutch pirate Baltazar de Cordes and his men at
Tidore in the Maluku Islands.

February: Portuguese naval forces capture
Dutch pirate Baltazar de Cordes and his men,
near the Moluccas. English privateer William
Parker captures Portobello, Panama, as a base of
operations for raiding Peruvian treasure fleets.

May: English pirates Michael Geare and David
Middleton capture three ships in the West Indies.
1602 Dutch pirate Jan de Bouff enters Habsburg
service to raid shipping during the Dutch Revolt
against Spain.

1603 English pirate Nicholas Alvel raids shipping
on the Ionian Sea.

January 24: Pirate captains Michael Geare and
Christopher Newport attack Santiago, Cuba.

1606 French apothecary and botanist Louis Hé-
bert (1575-1627), the first European to farm in
Canada, imports cannabis for cultivation at Port
Royal, Nova Scotia. Dutch privateer Simon de
Danser (“Simon the Dancer”) procures a Dutch
Letter of Commission to raid Spanish shipping
during the Eighty Years’ War. Alarmed by wide-
spread alcoholism, Britain’s parliament passes an
“Act to Repress the Odious and Loathsome Sin
of Drunkenness.”

1607 Puritan settlers at Jamestown cultivate hemp,
under contract with the Virginia Company. Sep-
tember: The Order of Saint Stephen battles
pirates on the Mediterranean, capturing 45 gal-
leys and pillaging the Algerian seaport of Bona,
departing with 1,500 prisoners.

1609 Lord Thomas West Delaware (1577-1618),
first governor of the Virginia colony, reports that
“The countrey is wonderful fertile and very rich,
Hempe better than English growing wilde in
abundance.” Dutch pirate Simon de Danser flees
Algiers with three vessels, capturing a Spanish
treasure ship before he reaches Marseille. King
Henry IV of France (1553-1610) commissions
Danser to raid a pirate stronghold in Tunis.
Danser vanishes on that mission, his fate still
unknown.

1609-1616 England loses 466 merchant ships to
Barbary pirates.

1610 British authorities hang pirate Peter Love at
Leith, Scotland.

1612 June: Captain William Baughe and his crew
surrender at Kinsale, Ireland, under a general
amnesty for pirates.

June 29: The Virginia Company, chartered by
King James I of England (1566-1625) in April
1606, begins a lottery to generate funds for its Vir-
ginia colony in North America. The lottery raises
£29,000.

1613 Summer: English pirate Henry Mainwaring
launches raids against Spanish settlement at La
Mamora (now Mehdya, Morocco).

1614 Sir Thomas Dale (d. 1619) assumes office as
governor of Virginia, arriving with orders to
establish communal gardens of hemp and flax.

June 4: English pirate Henry Mainwaring at-
tacks a cod-fishing fleet off the coast of New-
foundland, impressing 400 seamen.

1615 June: English pirate Henry Mainwaring
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defeats a Spanish squadron sent to capture him
in the Mediterranean.

1616 Jamestown’s Puritans boast of their hemp
crop that there is “none better in England or
Holland.”

June: King James I of England grants amnesty
to Henry Mainwaring’s pirates, allowing them to
keep their Spanish booty.

1617 Barbary pirates led by Siileyman Reis raid
Spanish coastal settlements, sacking Bouzas and
Cangas, burning churches at Darbo and Moana.

1618 March 20: Henry Mainwaring receives a
knighthood and commission in the British Royal
Navy.

1619 Facing stiff competition from tobacco plant-
ers, the Virginia Company orders its colonists to
“set 100 [hemp] plants and the governor to set
5,000.” Before year’s end, the Virginia General
Assembly requires colonists to cultivate “both
English and Indian hemp” — Cannabis sativa and
C. indica. Gabriel Wisher receives a budget of
£100 to import expert hemp-dressers from
Poland and Sweden.

1620 French outlaws on Hispafiola stage their first
attacks on Spanish shipping.

October 10: Barbary pirate Siileyman Reis,
born Ivan Dirkie De Veenboer in Holland, suffers
fatal wounds in battle with French and English
warships, in Amsterdam harbor.

1620-23 Operating from Torbay, Newfoundland,
English pirate John Nutt stages raids along the
southern coast of Canada and west coast of
England.

1621 March 8: King James I issues a proclamation
banning further lotteries conducted by the Vir-
ginia Company.

June 3: The Dutch West India Company re-
ceives a charter from the Republic of the Seven
United Netherlands, granting jurisdiction over
the African slave trade and other commerce
within a vast area spanning the globe from West
Africa to the Americas, and the Pacific Ocean ex-
tending to eastern New Guinea. Its explicit
goal — the elimination of Portuguese and Spanish
competition — encourages piracy.

1621-26 Dutch pirate Claes Gerritszoon Com-
paen serves various commercial sponsors in the
Netherlands before retiring with a pardon from
Frederick Henry, Prince of Orange.

1622 October: Dutch naval forces capture pirates
Juan Garcfa and Pedro de la Plesa off the coast
of Dunkirk, France.

1623-38 Acting on a “grand design” conceived 