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Three intensive campaigns connected with successive dam-building
projects near Aswan have made Lower Mubia archaeologically one of
the best known regions of Africa. While earlier work was preoccupied
with the impact that dynastic Egypt had upon Mubia, the most recent
archacological campaign, associared with the construcnion of the High
Dam, has resulted in a growing awareness of the signthcant COMINLITIS
in Nubian development from Palaeolithic times 1o the present. In chis
book, I seek 1o draw upon both themes and propose w rear Nubia as 4
case study of the social, cconomic, and cultural development ol the
adjacent hinterland of an ancient civilization, Nubia Under Ir:lh;' Pliaraalis
might have been subutled: the archacology of an ancient imperialism.

In the absence of a standard system for manseribing ancient Egypuan
proper names or Arabic place names into the Laon alphaber, [ have
opted in favour of individual wanscripuions thae are ssimple and familar.
| make no pretence of scientific rigour; such uniformiy as has been
achieved is solely as 2 mauer of convenience.

I wish to thank my colleagues William Y. Adams, David O'Connor,
and William K, Simpson for offering their detailed comments on
the first draft of the book and K, Michalowski, T. Sive-Siodecbergh
and Peter Shinnie for clanfying a number of specific queres.

Apart from institutions, | wish to acknowledge the generous issistance
of the fellowing individuals who helped me o assemble the photographs
that appear in this volume: William Y. Adams, Edward Brovarsky,
Mary Crawford, Michela Schuff Giorginy, Labih Habachi, Friedech
Hinkel, Fritz and Ursula Hinize, George R. Hughes, Ruth T. Marcanu,
Hans-A ke Mordserom, David O'Conner, Karl-Hez Pricse, Totgny
Sive-Soderbergh, William K. Simpson, Harry 5. Smith, and Jean
Vercoutter. The figures have been redrawn by Stuan Munro-Hay, and
the manuscript was typed by Jeanete Fernandez,

1 also wish o record my special gratmude w Professor Walliam .
Simpson. Under his direciion | did my first feldwork m Mubi and he
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has generously continued w support and encourage my Nubian studies Thf A Ff}ﬁﬁfﬁ]ﬂ Gf N”bflﬁ
1N many ways. %)
Finally, i 15 appropriate that | dedicate this book to my facher, John

W, Trgger. It was he who, i the midst of 2 trying illness, found tme
to infect his seven-year-old son with a now clearly incurable fascination

for ancient Egypr, B.C.T. THE ARCHALEOLOGY OF EMPIR

A the first civilizations evolved, thewr ruless frequently sougho o exrend
their nfluence over neighbouring less developed lands and peoples.
Such activites rook many forms and often led o the outnighe annexarion
J of these peripheral regions. Motives included securing sale boundaries
for established states; protecting trade routes; and exploitmg the natural
resources and human populations of chese areas. Conguest also yielded
immediate recurns 0 the form of boory @ enhance the presuge of the
victorious ruler. The exploitation of these regions was especully
important because many of the zones of ferale, casily v-'nr]u.'t|‘~..-\u|s tha
supported the earliest civilizatons were poor i wooed, copper, vory,
animal pels, and other natral produces thar chese civilizanens de
pended upon or valued highly. By contast, the adjacent, dhnly
populated deserts, mountams, and steppes were often nch inosuch seems.

Orccasionally, conguered territories provided outlets for the expanding
populaton of the dominant power. While the seulement of conquered
territory is often labelled colonialism and distinguished from imperialism,
or the occupation of foreign lands solely for cconomic exploitation, this
distinerion may not be of great importance for understanding Egypoian
actvities in Nubia. Imperial expansion frequendy compelled he
mbabitants of peripheral areas o seck refuge in more distane localimes
and resulted in large numbers of people being carned off as shives or
forcibly resettled nearer the cenue of empites. Those who remamed .
behind were incorporated to varying degrees within the admunsiranve
frameworks of ancient civilizations through the imposiion of censuses,
corvees, and taxes, coercive sacial control, and centrally directed projects
of economic exploitation.

Such controls were rarely imposed consistently or m o simple comula-
tive fashion over a long period of time. The personalities of monarchs
and the domestic political circumstances in which they found themselves
played no small part in determining the extent of their imperial ambions.
Morcover, the dynastic governmens of preamdustmal  eovilizanons
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The Archacology of Nubia

underwent cyclical phases of expansion and decline, as first studied in
detail by the medieval Arab histonian Ibn Khaldun.' The growing
meptitude of the central government meant that us control of outying
regions weakened or lapsed altogether, only w be reaffirmed (pechaps
in a new fashion) when a sirong new dynasty emerged. Periods of weak-
ness also provided opporunites for peripheral regions w become
nascent centres of polincal power vying for control of the civilization's
heartland.

This early imperialism resembles in many ways thar of more recent
umes. Yer, until we learn more abour dhe imperial policies of pre.
industrial socictes, w5 difficult 0 ascerrain o whar degree these
resemblances are significant and to what degree they are superficial,

Because such imperialism played an important role in the spread of

civilizanion, an understanding of its carlies manifestations is also a
matter of considerable historical importance. Fortunately, this i an
arca of study i which archaealogical dam can be of value.*

GEOLOGY ANDTOPOGRAPHY

Fig

Mubii 15 generally defined as the portion of the Nile Valley that lies
berween Aswan, which was the southem border of Egypr in Pharaonic
umes, and the Kharoum disirict; however, at present the Nubian
languages are no longer spoken above the Fourth Cataract which lies
close o the southem himis of effectuive Egyptian control during New
Kingdom times. We are therefore little concerned with the region to the
south,

Because it lies directly up the Nile River from Egypt, Nubia is ideally
located for studying the celonial activities of one of the earliest and most
long lived civilizations of antiquity. Having very limited agriculwural
potential, Nubia has not experienced the dramatic population explosion
that, since the beginning of the nineteenth century, has erased so many
records of the past from the Nile Valley north of Aswan. Nor have
ancient sites been buried under accumularing silt as they have been to
the north. It has therefore been possible w obiain a fairly aceurate
preture of the nawre and distribucion of sits over many thousands of
years. The farsighted archaeological projects thar have been associated
with dam-building at Aswan throughour the twentieth century have
led 1 more archacological data being collected concerning the northern

Figo 1 Generl nap of Nali >
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The Archaeology of Nubia

part of Muba than are available for any comparable part of Africa.

MNubia s located in the centre of the hottest and mast arid region of the
world. As far south as Dongola, groundwater and vegeration are
limited 1w the ineemirent ren-off thar Hows down the wadis from the
Red Sea Hulls and w the small oases of the Western Desert. Throughour
MNubia, as in Egypt, sedencary life depends wholly on the Nile and
largely on water supplied by the annual inundation. Nonth of Gebel
es-Silsila, 0 southern Egypt, the river has cut a broad swath through
Eocene limestone o creae a Acodplamn up w25 kilomewes wide,
Farther south the Nile has sliced more easily through Nubian sandstone
to form a nattower and often discontinuons Hoodplam thae s rarely
maore than 2 kilomerres wide, For Egypt, the MNile is an unbroken artery
of communication. Beginning at Aswan, however, is the first of a
series of cararacts produced wherever the niver is forced to cur across
reststent igneous and meamorphic rock, These hindrancs o ravel
divide the river into reaches of varying productivity.?

The northernmost reach, now completely Hooded by the waters of
the High Dam, lay between the First and Second Cataracts, the latter
Just south of Wadi Halfa, Ferule parches tended w be discontinuous and
varied from small plos ar the mouths of wadis 1o Hoodplains several
kilomeres long and up w 1.5 kilometres wide. These ferile patches were
separated by areas where rocks and sand reached the nver's edge.
Avrchaeological sites of all periods clustered around hese fertile patches,
although they constituted only a small percentage of the land bordering
the tiver. The richest areas in Lower Nubia were the Plam of Dakka,
oppostie the Wadi el-Allagy, the Derr-Taoshka region, centering on the
tecent provincal capital of Aniba, and the region south of Abu Simbel,
centering on Faras. The landscape adjacent 1o the Mile is highly variable
i Lower Nubia. In some arcas sand and gravel depasits rise gendly 1o
the adjacent plateau; elsewhere the less complete disseerion of the plateau
has left a hlly landscape reaching w the edge of the nver.

Berween the Second and Dal Cararacts, the river makes i way
through a region of igneous and metamorphic rock known as the Bam
el-Hagar or ‘Belly of Rocks”. In this region the channel s often broken
and unsuitable for navigation in the dry season, while travel along the
banks of the nver s difficult i many places. Alluvial parches are smaller
and more ifrequent than they are fascher north, but small villages are

The Archaeology of Nubia

found wherever there is farmland. Sowth of the Bam el-Hagar, these
areas of fertile soil again become larger and more frequent.

In the Dongola Reach, between the Third and Fourth Cataracs, the
Nile Aows in a single channel through a sandstone terrain. Below Debha,
the fertile terraces are continuous bur relanvely narrow iand ar Letu and
Kerma there ate large natural basins: low lying areas of alluvium
which the Roodwaters can be held wndil the ground s sufficiendy
wetted w produce crops. In the upper pan of the reach where the river
flows southwest for almost 300 kilomerres before resunung s northerly
course, extensive silt and sand-covered banks are revealed ar low warer,
while terraces of fossil silis are Aooded in years of exceptionally high
Niles. Hence in this region there can be great variation in the amount of
arable land from one year to the next. Beyond these terraces the land
rises gently to sand or gravel covered plains which are mrerripred by
only a few hills. :

Between the Fourdh and Fifth Cataracts is one of the least populated
ot hospitable sections of the Nile. A narrow trench has been |.m'|~fm|
into igneous and meamorphic rock in such a way as o leave, few
terraces of alluvial soil. Below Abu Hamed, the prevailing northeast
winds blow in the same direction as the river current, making navigaton
upsteam difficult. In antiquity, the preferred line of communicanon
berween the Dongela and Shendi Reaches ran overland acros the

Bayudu Dieserr.

Mubian farmers have wadinonally grown whea, barley, and mullet,
and a variery of fruits and vegetables. Floodplain agriculure produces
only one crop a year, which grows during the winter. The use of the
chaduf (a hand-operated water hoist) and the sagiya (an oxen-driven
waterwheel), neither of which was known in early anuquity, permits
crops to be grown above the high water level and hence tdhroughour the
year. lrrigated land is often intensively cultivated. Basin agnicultuse s
limited 1o the region north of Aswan and to parns of Dongola. Animal
husbandry is only slightly less important than growing crops. A aimals
have traditionally grazed on the wild grasses and stubble of the Hugdz
plain during most of the year so that fodder was required only dm.'mg
the flood season. The date palm has grown profusely in Nubu since

RESO HOTE S
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early times. In the past, Nubian dates were prized for their excellent
quality and were exporeed o Egypt i large numbers, making them the
principal cash crop of the region.

Prioe o the building of the High Dam, the population of the Nile
Valley berween the First and Fourth Cataracts was over 4o0,000. It
appears that this population had not significantly increased since the
early nincteenth century, whereas the population of Egypt, supported by
an expanding irmgation system such as could not exist in Nubia, rose
from rwo and a half million to thiry million. Thus modem figures may
be musleading. In Pharaonic times, Nubia may have had a population
one-tenth as large as the four million estimated for Egypt.

The deserts immediately adjacent o Lower Nubia lack all plant and
animal life and are largely uninhabited by humans. Nearer the river
there are rabbns and pazelles as well as hyenas, whose reputed ferocuty is
much teared by the Nubians. An occasional crocodile was still reported
north of Abu Simbel as late as 1960 and i the last century they were
commaon throughout Nubia, Birds are plentiful along the river and
cobras, hored vipers, and scorpions require people 1o be careful. Beja
herdsmen from the Red Sea Hills wintered along the Nile in Lower
Mubia, while in the Merowe region members of the Shaiqiya wribes sull
aleeenare bevween the south bank of the river and the thin pastures of the
Bayuda Deserr. Momadism 15, however, less important in this area than
i the monsoon belt farcther south.

The accumulation of wind-driven sand poses a dhrear 1o fields and
villages alike in many districes along the west bank of the Nile, While
the deserts today produce liule that is of value, gold mining was formerly
of considerable importance in the Eastern Desert, particularly in the
upper portions of the Wadi el-Allagl. Dhiorite and semi-precious stones
were mined by the ancient Egyptians on both sides of the Nile and
acacia trees, which grew in the wadi boroms, were cur for timber and
charcoal.

Prior w the introduction of the camel in Prolemaic tmes and the
later development of the Saharan caravan trade, the Nile corridor was
one of the main routes by which slaves as well as ivory, ebany, skins, and
ather products of sub-Saharan Africa could be transported north (o the
Mediterranean. Thus from an economic point of view Nubia was 3
tegion of considerable importance. Yet by comparison with Egypt the

TTH' ,."'l I'e IILI:'tlJrL{g}' ﬂj' _-"\.rufr."..‘

whole of Nubia was poor and capable of supporting only 4 dispersed
population. Many aspects of Nubia's role as a colonial hinterland may be

attributed o this conrradiction.

EXCAVATIONS PRIOR T Lyl

European travellers began o penetrate south of Aswin mn 1813, The

first comprehensive description of the I'L‘Ei.l.'}li:l, mcluding s anniquities,
is the report of John Lewis Burckhardd's journcy by camel benween
Aswan and the Dungulu Reach. In lHI?., Ciovanni Belzony, the
cIrCus SIEONE marn rurned collecror of antiguities, was able to clear away
enough sand o enter the Great Temple at A.bu Simbel, In t81y, Jean.
Nicolas Huyor sketched sites and recorded inscriprions 10 Nllbl:l and
some of his work played an imporant role m Jean-Frangous F.lI.J m-
pollion’s decipherment of Egypuan ihiumgl}'plrs. ]'l.iugan.J.uu:uc|1
Cau's visic of the same year formed the basis tor his Antigues e it
Nusbie, the first publication to deal specifically with Nulu.m:uclmu:.ulum'.
Berween 1842 and 1843, a Prussian expedition led by Karl [1'._|L'.l1.m|
Lepsius systematically copied and publisl'ujd the monuments of Egypt
and Nubia, thereby preserving a record of many mscriptions thiar are
now either destroyed or badly mutilated. From 1905 o 1907, James
Breasted undertook to photograph and copy all Egypuan lstovical
texts from Nubia and in 1907 Wallis Budge published The Egyprian
Sudan, 2 monumental work based on all literary sources known at that
time. _

By the end of the nineteenth century, the desire J.._u' an ecTeased wWater
supply to grow two or theee crops a year imstead of the one [r.._sdlllnn.l.“‘_.'_
grown throughout Egypt had resulted in the construction of a senes ot
dams throughour Egypt. The largest of these was the first f"-. swian Dam,
buile at Shellal between 1899 and 1902, It was 130 feet high and when
full ooded the valley as far south as Wadi es-Sebua. The only archaco.
lngical work carried out in connection with this p.n)_il.'rj'_'r Wils 10 survey
and strengthen the temple of Philag, which dates mainly from ]Jml-_'m..mu
Roman times. In 1006, Arthur Weigall made a brict archacological
survey of Lower Nubia, recording important dara abour wemples, rock
inscriptions, and the locanon of cemeteries, .

In 1907, it was decided to heighten the Aswan Dam by 164 fect
and this time funds were secaside for a thorough archacological examma-
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uon of the northern half of Egyptian Nubia. Two projects were under-
taken. The first was concerned with the consolidanion and recording of
major historical monuments. It was placed under the Department of
Antquities and us results were published 10 a 15-volume series, Les
temmples immergés de la Nubie. The second project, under the direction of
the Survey Department, was to find and record cemeteries and other
archacological sites thar were located up to the 115 merre contour line, the
highest point w be affected by raising the dam. Both banks of the river
were 0 be rraversed 1 order o locawe as many sites as possible; every
important siee was w be complewely excavated; and less important ones
were to be sampled and their outlines traced. Both aneficts and human
skeletal remains were 1 be studied. George AL Reisner, who was put in
charge of the survey, established systematic methods for recording finds.
These included mapping and recording each grave on a separate ‘tomb
card’. His system, which was the carliest programme of extensive
salvage archacology, produced @ clear record of the work which the
survey accomplished and set a standard for subsequent work i Nubia
.H‘ld L'lsl‘.'wl'lL'IL'.

Dhning che first season (1907-8), ffty cemeteries and a few habiarion
sites were mvestigated over a 5o kilomerre strerch of river,® The resules
permitted Reisner to construct a cultural sequence based on unis that
could be correlated with periods of Egypuan history. A local culiure
called the ' A-Group' was marched with the Early Dynastic period. This
was seen s 3 contnuation of Predynasue cultures historically linked o
those of Upper Egypr. The next phase, now known ro be spurious, was
called the "B-Group® and was correlated with the Old Kingdom. A
"CoCronp” was made coeval with the First Intermediate Period and the
f_‘i"linidit Kingdom and was followed by a 'D-Croup’ indistinguishable
lrom Mew Kingdom marerial in Egypt proper. There was little evidence
of any occupation of Lower Nubia berween the end of the New King-
dom and the Prolemai period. A sequence of cultures was worked
out for later nmes bue s not relevane o the present study. From 1908 1o
1ot under the direction of C. M, Finh, the survey was extended as
far south as Wadi es-Sebua; confirming and refining Reisner's sequence.”
:“’iildf-‘ from some rather superficial work in the Middle Kingdom
forts ac Tkkor and Quban, the main eflon was directed rowards the
examinanon of abour 150 cemeteries. A number of Pharaonic town.

The Archaeology of Nubia

sites had been noted by earlier travellers, but most of these had been
Aoaded by the construction of the first dam.

During the same period, several other expedinons were working
outside the survey arca, Berween 1907 and 1910, the Eckley B. Coxe
Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, led by C. L. Woolley
and D, Randall-Maclver, excavated a C-Group seclement ar A radil
and around the Egyptian sertlements ar Aniba and Buhen. Beoween
1g10 and 1912, the Oxford Expedition led by E. L. Griffitl worked a0
Faras West, finding sites from every period of Nubian history. A [t
wards they cxcavated for a season at the early Kushie cemerery of
Sanam, near the Fourth Cataracr. Ac Aniba, the large Egypuan fun
and cemereries of the Middle and New Kingdoms as well as Nubun
material were excavated by the Ernst von Sieglin Expedinion bevween
191z and to1g and again betwesn 1929 and 1913, Between 1910 and
1912, the Austrian Egyptologisr Hermann Junker excavared an A
Group and a C.Group cemetery at Kubanich, just norch of Aoswar,
and C-Group cemeteries at Arminna bast and Leshika Woest At
latter site he was able to demonstrare that the C-Group had Listed well
into the Second Intermediate Period.

Just before World War I, Reisner began o work the Sudan. He
carried out important excavations at what he believed were the remains
of 1 Middle Kingdom Egyptian colony at Kerma, among the New
Kingdom temples at Gebel Barkal (1912- 16), and ac Sempa, Kumma,
and other Middle Kingdom fors in the viciniry of the Second Cataract
(1924-32). Although Reisner managed 1o write up only the report on
his work it Kerma, the rest of Tis Sudan excavanons have been published
posthumously by Dows Dunham.

By World War 1, archacological wark had ceased 1 Lower Nubaa
and it did nort begin again unnl 1920, Ac that ume a new project was
astir to heigheen the Aswian Dam o 122 merres above sea level, wlhich
would raise water levels through all of Egyprian Nubia, It was dherefore
decided to re-activare the Archaeological Survey of Nubi under the
direction of Walter Emery. In 1929, he and L. P. Kirwan began to
survey the sites along the west bank of the Nile between Wadi es-Sebua
and the Sudanese borders The following year, Emery and Kirwan
discovered the great cemeteries at Quistul and Ballana near the Sudanese
border. These cemeteries contained the graves of Nubun kings of the

1y



The Archaeology af Nubia

fourth 1o sixth centuries ap and their excavanon ook up the remammng
three seasons that had been alloned w surveying the east bank of the Nile
prior 0 Hooding. Emery's work did litle to alter or amplify previous
interpretations of the history of Nubiain Pharaonic times,

Beeween 1929 and 1936, the Oxford Expedition excavated the
New Kingdom sertlement at Kawa, near the Third Cataract, while the
Egypt Exploranon Society excavated the towns of Sesebi n 1937 and
Amara West between 1938 and 1950, In 1950, the Sudan Antquitics
Service began a regular programme of excavations which i the course
of the next decade invelved work at Kor, Sa1, Debeira, and Buben,
Since 1957, the University of Pisa has excavared each year at the Upper
Mubian temple sies of Soleb and Sedeinga,

RECENT EXCAVATIONS

20

Interest i Nubian archacology was intensified in 1959 when plans were
anmnounced for the construction of the High Dam at Aswan. The dam
wits 0 be 110 mers high and would Aood the Nile Valley over zoo
kilometres south of the Sudanese border. An appeal for archacological
work issued by Unesco met with enthusiaste international response. The
maost publicized work of this campaign was the detailed recording of all
of the Egypuan temples in this area and the removal of many of them 1o
places of safery. The largest of these removal projects was the wranster of
the two wmples at Abu Simbel on w the platcau above the Hooded
chiffs into which they had originally been cut. Less well known are the
remuoval © new locations above high water level of the Lirge Roman
remple ar Kalabsha and the New Kingdom wemple ar Amada; the
transter o K hartoum of the small temples at Buhen, Semna and Kumma;
and the saving of many other minor Egypuian temples for re-erection in
Egypt or abroad.

Equally importane were the excavations thar were carnied out., In 1961
Harry Smuth undertook o complee the archacological survey of
Egypuan Mubia in all areas not already assigned 1o other expeditions.
His team located some fifty swes berween the highswater level and
the 180 metre contour line. In the Sudan, the Sudan A nriguities
service and the Scandinavian Jome Expedition undertook o survey
sonnth from ehe L;t_;}-pu.m border. Cher f'::an}' i.'x}:lcdllim!ﬁ from atll pars

Tlhe Art‘fm:"ufl::q}- Ly" MNbia

of the world ook up concessions 1o ¢XCAVaTe sites or 1o CRAMINe :p:t-ruic
siretches of river m Egypt and the Sudan. Amaong the most sigmihcant
cesults of this work were the first detailed stdies of the Palacolih
archacology of Lower Nubia and the elucidanion of the chronology
and culture history of Nubia from the sixth centny an ta :11.:durlr.
times; the latter being accomplished by Willam 4. .-'k:.!.um_\u-lmc
working for Unesco and rhe Sudan Annquities Servee. Clertam
specific discoveries were of importance for the history ol ljh.u,maluc
Nubia. Among these were the first A-Group bunldings ..md the first
superstructures covermg A-Group graves m be ideniified in MNulua!
Emery excavated an Old Kingdom settlement at Buhen, which s the
earliest unequivocal evidence of Egypuan seulement m Nubia. 't He
also carried out an important study of the military architecture the
{ortress of Buhen, while Jean Vercouter's meticulous excavanons at
Mirgissa yielded important information about the funcooning ok major
Middle Kingdom fort.'* William K. Simpson’s publicaton uf the
tomb of Hekanefer and Sive-Saderbergh's study of those of Dyehutyhorep
and Amenembet have extended our knowledge of the Egypuantzed
Nubian elite of the New Kingdom, '3

The work done in Nubia has also stimulated a valuable rethinking of
major problems of Nubian culwre history. Harry Smuh has effecuvely
disproved the separue existence of Resner's B-Group;'t Manfred
Bietak and David O'Cannor have resanalyzed the daa concerning the
C.Group and related cultures;'* and Adams has ratsed disturbing
questions abour the chronology of New Komgdom sites :u.u:l the nawre
of Egyptian-Nubian relations during this perod.'® Frie Hineze,
stimulared by Sive Siderbergh's earlier work, has proposed a stall
more radical reqdneerpretation of Reisner’s ideas abour the Kerma
culwre.'? There has also been a growing tendency w view Nubian
history in a broader regional context and 1 stress ethnie and culneral
continuities rather than disconunuities.

While further work is impossible on sites of the Pharaonic period
Lower Nubia (except Qase Ibrim), archacological excavauons hive
barely scratched the surface farther south, Thus any swdy of Pharaonic
Nubia is written with a norchem bias and is subject w all of the hmit.
tions that this differential in our knowledge of the various pais of’ Mubia

IMposes i us,
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EPIGRAPHIC SOURCES

Archaeological dara constitute only one of two major sources of informa-
ton abour Pharaonic Mubiag the other 15 the written records of the
ancient Egyptians. These two types of dam are complementary.
Avrchacology provides a record of everyday life in Nubia amongst that
country’s native mhabitms and Egyptian conguerors, By contrast,
wratten records inform us abowr the aspitanons, policies, and propaganda
of Nubia's real and aspiring Egypuian rulers. Unforunately, writen
records are fragmentary and for the carly historic period are almost non-
existcent.  Dreliberare  destruction, chance  preservation, and chance
discovery all help w distort further the picture of Mubian history that is
denved from these records. Such shorcomings are compounded by a
sill far from perfect understanding of the ancient Egypuian lexicon and
by the brevity of the recorded accoums.

The monumental nscriptions expressed the power of a divine
monarch whose existence ensured the proper funciioning of an Egypt-
centred world, As such, the texts are both egocentric and echnocentric;
bagle of doubtul outcome are wermed into personal victories for the
king and marnage allinces with sovereigns of equal power are deseribed
as the payment of uibuse to the Egypuan coure.'® Many a list of con-
quered provinces has wirned out w be a copy of & centuries old rexy, its
mapical porency undiminished by changing political forrunes, Foreign
lands and peoples named i Egypuian texis are frequently unknown w us
and their status 15 further obscured by a lexicon thar used the same cerms
tor all foreign rulers, whether they were tribal headmen or the kings of
powerful foreign countries. Likewise, a single word denoted wibure
pard by conquered states, goodwill presents from independent states,
and the proceeds of rrade carried on with the Pharaoh’s brother monarchs
i southwestern Asia. Given the problems of both the archaeological
and the eprgraplic record it is not surprising that on some occasions
they appear to contradicr rather than to reinforce one another. Such
conuradictions must be assumed w be apparent rather than real and
indicate sertous gaps in our understanding of Nubsan history or the
behaviour of the ancient Egyptians. Among existing published works,
the most nnportant siedy of NMubian history based mainly on exmal
muaterial 1s T, Sive-Saderbergh’s Leppren wmd Nubeen. 1

CHAPTER [

Prehistory

EMVIROMMENTAL

It used to be believed that in prehistoric times the Mile Valley m Egypr
and Nubia was a vast swampland similar to the present Sudd region of
the Upper Nile, According to these theories, the transtormation uf the
valley into arable land was the result of human effore Ie has now been
demonstrated that while the coastal regions of the Dela and the decpest
parts of the Aondplain formerly sustained perennial swamps -Hld.ll'ltflit'[l.
most of the plain was only seasonally inundated and in the winua and
spring was covered with lush savanna-like vegetaton that served as
natural grazing Jand. While the Nile teemed with crocodile, !npz.
popotamus, and fish, these adjacent plains supported Lirnge numbers of
elephant, rhinoceros, osich, wild ass, and cawle, with a nw]upc.
gazelle, ibex, and deer living on the dner flanks. Increased ratnfall
periodically permitted vegeration and ammal life o prospa in .t]:t‘
adjacent deserrs. There is evidence of periods of increased runoft since
the last ice age; particularly berween 9200 and 6ooo BC and agamn after
5000 BC. Following a dry interval before 4000 8C there was another
wet period, with fairly abundant vegetation flourishing i the wadss of
northern and eastern Egypr unnl ¢, 2350 B!

Beginning at least 0,000 years ago, the Nile went through a nunfbut of
cycles of greater discharge which i Nubia laid down a series of Aood
plains up 1o 42 mewes higher than the present one. "ljhrw E}’E[L‘i. ot
aggradation appear to correlare with locally higher rinfall, sugpestng
that the main pluvial wends north and south of the Sahari were
phase. In the intervals, there were cycles of downeuring when wn‘u_{a_
blown sands encroached on the former Hoodplain. These cycles of
aggradation and downcutting considerably altered the width 01.' the
Aoodplain and its capacity w support plant and animal life. A all nmes,
however, the Nile Valley in Nubia must have had a cu_mldcmbly
lower carrying capacity and hence a more restricted capacity tor culueal
development than did the broader Nile Valley 1o the north, even though
the Aora and fauna were much the same in Nubia and Egypt®

)
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The shifi of the Sudanese summer rainbelts northward during periods
of greater precipitation probably produced considerable climauc
amelioration i the deserr areas adjacent to the Dongola Reach. The
northern part of Nubia was the area least well placed w benchit from a
southward cxpansion of the Mediterranean winter rains or a northward
expanston of Sudanese summer rainfall. Butzer and Hansen mamtain
that even m relauvely favourable Late Palacolithic times (15,000-
10,000 BC) a savannaclike environment was confined to the Mile
Aoodplain and w wadi bowems. At this period, hartebeest, gazelle,
Barbary sheep, and wild asses favoured the wadis, while wild cande and
ather large game frequented the Aoodplain. s

LATE PALAEOLITHIC CULTURES
Egypt and MNubia were long held o be culturally backward areas during
the Late Palaeolithic period. Recent excavations in Upper Egypt and
Mubi have shown this view e be false; these areas were participating
fully i the technological advances that were occurning in adjacenr pars
of Africa and Eurasiat According v Wendoef, the beginning of the
Mubian Late Palacolithic is approximately coeval with the Masmas
Aggradanon (22,000-16,000 Bc). Most Late Palacolichic sites are
small seasonal camps located near prehistonic Nile channels. Sub-
sistence was derived principally from hunting large savanna-type
Fip » mammals and from fishing.* The mosaic of Lawe Palacolithic induseries
now being found i Uppe Egypt and Nubia may result from diverse
populations being thrown into closer juxtaposition as a consequence of

desiccation or from an expansion of populaton, producing numerous
microeadapranons within the framework of & huoting and gathering
cconomy. The Sebekian sue ar Kom Ombo suggesis thar as early as
12,000 BC abundant natural resources were being exploited intensively,
permutting bands w inhabie single encampments throughour the year
by feeding off niverine resources, migratory birds, and various animals
as they became available.® J. D, Clark has interprered the large number of
individuals who had mer violent deaths from the cemetery ar Gebel
Sahaba i Lower Mubia (. 12,000 BC) as evidence of warfare resulring
from serious population pressure at this ume.? The skeletons from this
cemetery are said o resemble the Cro-Magnon type, especially of the
MNorth African Mechia variery.®
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The earliest Late Palacolithic culiure o be defined in Nubia is the
Khormusan, which lasted from abowm 25,000 w 16,000 BC. It is
characterized by an evolved Levalloss technique and by large numbers of
unretouched Levallois Hakes, denticolates and  burins; the lateer
probably used 1w work wood and reeds. An increasing number of
tools were manufactured from Nile chert, the main ype of sione em-
ployed by later industries. The use of burins and the abandonment of the
ferracrete sandstone of the desent plateaus are additional features pointing
w an adjustment to a specifically Nilotic environment,

The final phases of the Khormusan culture appear to be contemporary
with the Halfin and Gematan coltures. The Halfan is estimaced o
have lasted from 18,000 to 15,000 BC and exhibis 2 transition from a
microflake to a rue microblade industry. It and the coeval Khor es/Sil
Il and 11 industry at Kom Ombo indicate a microblade technology
along the Nile much earlier than elsewhere in Africa. The earliest
Gematan sites in Lower Nubia date from about the time the Halfan
culture disappears, bue the low frequency of blade twools in Gemaian
seems to tule out the possibility of a developmental link between Halfan
and Gemaian, In Gemaian, 35 in Khormusan, the Levallois element is
significant and burins and denticulates are also important. Shiner
believes thar the Gemaian culture gave rise to the Qadan and Abkan
cultures. The Qadan culre (2 13,000-4000 BC) is a microlithic
industry made on tiny radially prepared Aakes and cores. In is lacer
stages blades outnumber Hakes. Wendorf tentauvely auribures part of
this increase w the influence of the Ballanan industry, which appeared
abow 14,000 Bc and flourished briefly in Lower Nubia, The most
common tools are truncated microblades struck from single and
opposed platform cores made of Nile chert. The Ballanan seems intru.
sive and may be relared (0 a blade industry known for Upper Egypr.

The most intercstng of the Qadan sites 15 No. 8gos5 from Toshka
West, which dates . 12,500 8. Large numbers of grinding stones were
found i char site as well as a few lustrous-edged lunates apparenty
used 1o cue grass or a similar fexible substance containing silica. An
analysis of microflora trapped in associated wfa revealed smuc fungus as
well as gramineae pollen and tissue from an unidentified grass. This
suggests that some prass, possibly barley, was being harvested ar thae
site. Wendor does noe conclude thar it was a2 domestic vartery, bur

suggests thae here we may have cvidence of a first step towards plant
domestication.® The earliest grinding stones yer known come from the
Ehar es-Sil 11 site in the Kom Ombo area which s dared ¢ 15,000 50,
Other grindstones from Kom Ombo and farther north dare berween
15,000 and gooo Be. The evidence thus suggess thar berween 15,000
and goco B the inhabitants of this region were making significant use
of wild grain and seeds along with ather plant and animal resources.!!

There s no evidence that the use of grain persisted or gave nise 1o food
production in Nubia or Upper Egypt. Grindstones occur only sporadice
ally in the later Stone Age cultres and there is no increase in the size of
sertlements in Lower Nubia before the fourth millennium 8o Wendorf
argues that increasing desiccation sometime after 10,000 BC may have
curtailed the wild grains on which an intensive collecting economy wis
based.'* If s0, we must assume that, contrary o Clark’s argument, the
pressure on food resources was not sufficient to encourage the domesnica-
tion of grain as wild varieties began o diminish in quantity.

Fishing appears to have played an important role in the Quadan and
other Late Palacolithic cultures of Nubia. Large numbers of mud fish
(Clarias) were eviscerated and smoked ac site No. 8gos, while ar Car
Fish Cave, near Korosko, a stratum dated o 6500 BC was found to
conrain numerous remains of mud fsh as well as 38 bone harpoons
resembling those from the possibly contemporary Khartoum Mesoluthic

cultare farther south,'?
Orther cultures oceur in Lower Mubia for the Late Palacolithie, The

Sebilian sites are dated ¢ 13,000 o poon Be and resemble the Lower
Sebilian ones from Kom Ombo. This culture s markedly differen
from contemporary ones in Lower Nubia. One archaic feature 5 the

use of ferrocrete o make tools, which may explain the crude aspect of

the industry as a whole. It is suggested that the Sebilian may represent
the intrusion of a Tshitolian related culture from central Afnca, This
challenges the traditional view that the Sebilian developed from the
Middle Palaeolithic tradition of southem Egypt.? The final industries
to be defined are the Arkinian (v 7500 ) and the Shamarkian
(5750-4500 8c). These are known from only one locaton on the
west bank of the Mile near Wadi Halfa and a Saharan onigin has been
suggested for both af them, On the other hand, these culueres also share
features with the earlier Halfan and Ballanan coliores. '+
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Fig. 3 Khartowm Mesolithic wetefaces,
Abowe, b harpoon s belase, potsery

i g

Srgngnt {after Arkell 1gg0)

Evn_{r.-.m'r.- af increasing sedentariness along the southern fringes of the
:S.il'l..?lr.l i Holocene times 1s provided by the apparenly pre-agriculural
Elaroum Mesolichic” culwre, whose type site at Khartoum Appears to
have been inhabited at least seasonally for a long period of tme.'s A
wi.di: variety of animal bones was found, as well as bone harpoons and
grinding stones; although Ackell believes thar the lacter were used only
for grinding ochre. The apparently negroid inhabitanis of the site also
gathered the frui of wild trees such as Celtis integrifolia. Excavations here
and ar the Shabona site w the south of Khartoum suggest a collecting
cconomy based on a wide range of planis and animals, '8
Shelters were constructed of reeds covered with clay and conical
br.m.k'u potery bowls were decorared wich wavy lines and later also
with dots. The pouery appears w be indigenous to this part of Africa.
Related forms have been found as far north as Dongola and from
K,M“Iq inn the east o Ennedi, Ténéré, and Ahaggar in the west. Some
-:JI 1.h|: latter has been radiocarbon dated berween 6000 and so00 Be.
Phis type of pouery is associated with different lithic rraditions and
seems to have been widespread among established local groups. ls
broad distribution probably bears wimess w the growing sedentariness
made possible by the highly successful collecting economy that flourished
.|]nn]?' the southern fringes of the Sahara during a period of greater
cansfall we the fouedy illenninm o carliee,

*v'_
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THE SHIFT TO FOOD PRODUC TN

Between Booo and 000 e the Aoodplan north of Aswan was lower
than it &5 today and the valley narrower; as a resule most a rchacologscal
sites from this period are now buried and maccessible. ' It nevertheless
appears that whatever domesticarion of plants and animals was going
on at this time in the Nile Valley or the adjacent deserts played only 4
minor role in the development of the Predynastic cultures of the Dela
and Upper Egypt. The subsistence economiss of these societs were
based on the same complex of domesticated plants (wheat, bacley, flax)
and animals (caule, pig, sheep, goars) that was already established
in adjacent parts of southwesten Asia. There 15 no evidence that the
wild ancestors of sheep and goars ever lived in Afiica and the essenoal
similarity of the Egyptian and southwest Asian subsistence paterns
suggests that even if some Egypeian plants and animals were domesticated
locally this was the result of specific ideas about domestication that were
of southwest Asian origin. The only local domesucate of lasting
importance (except for the cat which was domesticated in histone
times) was the donkey. Whatever uniquely African plants and amimals
may have been domesticated in carlier times gave way before the superior
kinds of domesticates thar had been developed i southwestern Asia. '

The oldest direct evidence of food production south of Aswan comes
from the Khartoum Neolithic culiure whose type site, Shabemab, 15

located on the west bank of the Nile aboue g0 kilometres north of

Khartoum. This site has been radiocarbon dated 3500 10 3100 BC,

which is coeval with radiocarbor dates for the Gerzean culre of

Upper Egypt. This culture, unlike the Khartoum Mesolithic, appears
to have been confined 1o the Nile Valley and w locally adjacent steppe-
land. The brown pottery cooking vessels, which were up w0 45 centi-
metres in diameter and now generally bumnished, were decorated with
shallow punctate patterns usually made using fragments of mussel-
shell. The rims of pots tended 1o be elaborately decorated. This brown
ware had clearly developed from pottery of Khartoum Mesolidhic type.
In addition, there were new wares including black powery and brown
bowls with black rims and interiors. Stone celts suggest a new emphisis
on woodwerking, while the large numbers of mussel shells ar Shaheinab
indicate more utilization of riverine resources than n earlier nmes.
There is also evidence thar a wide range of animals, meluding giraffe,
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Fig. § Khavtonm Nealithic arsefaces s 1, 2 deep creseents; 3 sheed with doveed gy Jine
decartian i end seeaper; 5 bawe harpow; & deill 7 fiskhooks; 8 poliched stone celr;
i guge fafrer Avkell 1953 and Clark 19707 fig. 59/

was being hunted. Significandy, however, two percent of the bones from
the site were of sheep and goars.?® Both are domesticates that are ulu.

mately of southwest Asian origin. It is likely thar these domesticares

and perhaps the bl;IEkrl:[.J.leL:d pariery had reached this p;lrt'_tifi!lg::_s-gidnn
from Egypt and been adopied by the local population. Gaats appear

prior to domestic cartle at the Haua Freah site in Cyrenaica (e, 4800 8C);
which suggests that sheep and goats may have been adopred as domestic
animals prior to caule over much of northeastern Africa. No domestic-
ated plants have yer been associated with the Khartoum Neolithic.
Clark argues, hawever, thar grindstones indicate thar grasses were a
major part of subsistence for both the Kharroum Mesolithic and the
Kharroum Neolithic culures and he speculates that a Kharroum
N:‘uli[hlcdypc site da[mg between the fourth and second millennium s ¢
may eventually produce the earliess evidence for the culuvation of

sorghum.*! Perhaps the quickening pace of desiccation at the end of the
Neolithic Wer Phase smulated a shift towards food production in this
arca.

Pottery resembling that of the Khartoum Neolithie has been found m
sites in the Dongola region (the Karat Group) and also in the southern
part of Lower Nubia (the Kharoum Variant culture). Yet the Lichic
material associated with the portery in each of these areas differs greatly,
suggesting the diffusion of a Khartoum Neolithic type of pottery among
established groups living over a wide area. Although no direct evidence
of food production has been obiained for the owo northern cultures, the
predominance of small sites in the Khartoum Variant both along the
civer and for 20 kilometres into the Western Desert has not unreasonably
been nterpreted as evidence of a pastoral economy. All of these sites are
weneatively dated to the end of the fourth millennium.**

The oldest sites in Lower Nubia known to contain potery belong 1o
the Shamarkian culture and have been dated . 4500 1o 4000 Be.
These sites, however, contain only minute amounts of poteery. Later
‘Post-Shamarkian’ sites in the same area are much larger and also
contain pottery. On these grounds it has been suggested that they maghe
have had ‘neolithic’ (foed-producing) economies; however, there 15 no
direct evidence of farming or herding. The Post.Shamarkian siees
contain considerable amounts of imported Egyprian fing, indicatng
exchange with the north unatrested for carlier times. These sites have been
dated between . 4600 and 3100 radiocarbon years Bc.*!

Another culture that may have been food-producing 1s the Abkan,
which occurs along both banks of the Nile in the vicinity of the Second
Cararact and possibly as far south as Ukma. The lithic industry
associated with this culture appears w have developed from the Termumnal
Qadan culture. Abkan pottery occurs as plain, reddish-brown, open
bowls. Multiple occupation sites cover sizable areas, which like the
Post-Shamarkian ones suggest an expanding population. Hunung
appears to have been of linle imporance although positive evidence
about subsistence was not obtamed. The presence of small numbers
of Khartoum Variant sherds in Abkan sites and of Abkan sherds in
Khartoum Variant sites indicates tha these two cultures were at least
partly contemporary.* It is unclear to whar degree Abkan porery 1s
related to the poteery of the prehistoric Tergis and El Melik cultures of

Prefustory
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the Dongola area. The later is red slipped with decoration restricted w a
few incised lines.** Further investigation may also clanfy if there is any
historical connection between Abkan pottery and thart of Predynasic
Lower Egypr. It is not impossible that prior w the beginning of the
Badarian culure i Upper Egypt a plam red pottery was manus
factured from the Delia sowth o Nubia,

IFHE A-GROLNF

The beginnings of the A-Group culture m northem Lower Nubia
were contemporary with the Abkan cultire o the south, To accoumt
tor the A-Group, however, it is necessary 1o understand the social and
political ransformadion that ook place in Egype in the fourdh millennium
B . At the beginning of the millennivm, Upper Egypt was the home of
the Amratian (Magada I} culre which in spue of imited evidence of
trade appears w0 have been a wibal sociery made up of many small selfs
sufficient groupings, By . 3500 B, however, ar the beginning of the
Ceerzean (Maqada 1I) phase there is evidence of greater crafi specializa-
tion and the circulation of mass produced and luxury goods throughour
Upper Egypt; more contact and wade with southwestern Asia; and an
increasingly stratified sociery. Major centres such as This, Nagada, and
Hicrakonpolis appear o have become the nucle of small staces thar were
ruled over by pety kings, endowed with patron deities, and siriving to
control the lucrative Upper Egyptian gold tade with southwestern
Asia % By the end of the Gerzean period, conquest and alliances had
united the whole Nile Valley north of Aswan under the leadership of
the Thiniee royal house,

Apart from the large amounts of imported Egypuian fint in the Post-
Shamarkian culture there is no evidence thar the slowly-developing and
sclf-sufficient Badarian and Amratan societies exerted any significant
infuence 1 Lower Nubia. The carliest A-Group siee in Lower Nubia
5.4 cemetery at Khor Bahan, just south of Shellal. This cemetery appears
o have been used by i small community thar cultivated the tiny Aood.
plain at the mouth of Khor Bahan and possibly pastured their locks on
the Aoed plains of two adjacent wadis that did not have populations of
their own, This community was the prototype of similar ones thar were
soont to appear elsewhere in Lower Nubia,

The Khor Bahan praves contamed black-topped pottery, white

painted and black incised wares, flint knives, stone bowls, lozehge-
shaped slate paleties, discoshaped maceheads, and vory ornaments
similar o those of the late Amraoan and early Gerzean cultures.
Malachie was used for eye cosmetic and needles and ocher small abjects
were made of copper. The graves and burials were in no way different
from those of Upper Egypt. Bodies were wrapped in “straw’ matnng
and halfa grass. Some linen was found bue kiles and long fringed gar-
ments were usually made of leather. Several baskews filled with un.
identified seeds and fruir were also found. Finally, bones of canle and

goats indicate a subsistence economy similar to that of Upper Egypt.*”

It has been suggested that the Khor Bahan site marks the beginning of

an expansion of Egyprian seclers inm Lower Nubia thag was w extend
southward throughout the A-Group perted. Such expansion might be
the result of the population increase that can be noted in Egypr during
the Predynastic period. Alternatively Khor Bahan and later siees could
have been colonies that the Gerzean states 1o the north established o
secure raw materials from subsSaharan Africa. The original serelers also
may have been Egypuians flecing the polincal struggles thar preceded
the unification of Egype.

Oin-she-otheshand, Junke-noted-fearares-thar- distinguish . even. the

carly A-Group culiure from the Predynaste culwres-of Llpper Egypr

One example 15 the locally made black-mouthed potery which 15 ol
rougher fabric and has a narrower black lip than dos s Egypuan

black-topped F;m[m}-pe.,“‘ It hhas also-been observed that ACGrotip stone

tools are somewhat similar w Abkan ones.? This suggests that i spite

of “¢lose physical similarities between the prehistoric populations of

Upper Egypt and Lower Nubia, the A-Group culture probably
developed among an indigenous population that was in contact with
Upper Egypt and much influenced from that direction, While the
poverty of Lower Nubia may have been reason enough for the Egypran
kings to have established the southem fronner of the Pharaonic st a

Aswan, they would have had an additional reason for domng so, if

already at this period the Egyprian language did not extend south of the
Aswan region, We have no means of telling to whar inguisuc family
the language of the A-Group belonged, although tenuous arguments
have been advanced in favour of both Kushite and Eastern Sudanue. '

While trade goods show thar close contacts were maintained berween
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Fig.  A«Group pettery: 1, 2, 4, 4 bri carse or smoeth wrare; 3, 6 beonseamdblack
plaitt polished ware ; 7 red palished plan ware; & g, 10 brosreand-black 'egp shell” ware;
ii blackstapped. brawn or red nppled ware; 12 Mackotapped, red-polished pliin ware;
Eppptran hand prsk unpolished aure {mported 1o Naba ) ¢ g, 16 wine fari, 14, 15 wavgs
fendled fars (afrer Nordiorim 1970 ple o8]

Nubiz and Upper Egyp, Nubia not unexpectedly failed o keep
abreast of its richer and more populous neighbour. The separate
development of the two regions soon produced a disunctive culture 1n
Lower Nubia in which traits survived that had become obsolete in
Upper Egypt. The A.Group has been divided into three stages:
Early, Classic, and. Terminal. These are distinguished mpart-on thi
‘basis of Egyprian trade goods.?* The first stage, which is contemporary
with the early and middle-Gerzean-cultie in-Egypt-ss-represented. by
sites that extend from Kubanich in the north to Sayala in the south.,
The most important area of setdement was the rich plain at Dakka.
This region may have been the original Wawa, the name applied o the
northern part of Lower Nubia in Egypuian texts of a fow centuries later,
South of Sayala only a few widely scattered sites of Early A-Croup date
have been located.

The Classic and Terminal A-Group sites are contemporary with the
Yare~Gerzeim culture and the beginning of the First Dynasty! Early

“A.Croun localitics continued w be inhabited but a large number of
S

sites were now spread throughout Lower Nubia and there were even &
few in the northern part of the Bam el-Hagar.'* The expansion of the
A.Group, which produced the most extensive cultural horizon yer
seen in Lower Nubia, seems to have involved the assimilation of the
Qadan and Khartoum Variant cultures of southern Lower Mubia. Asa
result of this process, a few pottery traits and other characteristics of these
eatlier cultures persisted in the A-Group sites of southem Lower
Nubia.12

Litle is known abour the subsistence paterns of the A Group.
Remains of wheat, barley, and leguminous plants such as peas and
lenils have been found in living sites while date stones, perhaps from
wild trees, have been discovered in A-Group graves. Bones of sheep,
goats, cartle, and dogs have been identified and catle dung was used 10
temper pouery. While some archacologists have emphasized the
importance of caule breeding during A-Group and C-Group times,
it appears that sheep and goats were of greaer practical importance to
the A-Group than were carle, although the later were herded by the

inhabitans of the Red Sea Hills. Drawings of elephant, giraffe, pazelle—

and antelope-on A-CGroup pottery and the use of vory and ostrich egp

shells to manufacture omaments suggest that the A-Group people were

Prehistory
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still in contace wich these fauna. In spite of the decline in stone tools, it

“appears likely that hunting and fowling continued to be of donsiderable

importance.3* Wild plants and fresh water molluscs were also gathered
and fish hooks made of copper were used for the first time. These were
probably imported from Egypt and suggest that a new fishing technique
had been adopred in addition w the harpoons and fish waps thar are
attested formerly in Lower Nubia (although there were bone fish hooks
at Shaheinab).*s In general, the diet appears t have consisted of cereals,
vegetables, and possible dairy produce, supplemented by fish and mear.

The typical A-Group seilements were small camp sites, some of
which contamn multiple occupation layers. These sites seem to have been
occupied by a small band or extended family. Fireplaces are scatccred
randomly through the occupation layers but there are few strucrural
remaing, Reed mas fastened on w poles probably provided shelter;
as they did in Upper Nubia in the last century, Only a few sites show
maces of rough dry stone masonry. Rock shelters were also mhabired
where available,

In spite of the unsettled, almost nomadic conditions that are suggested
by these habitation sites, other evidence indicats greater stability. A-
Group cemeteries contain up w one hundred or more graves and
sccondary burials were placed in a large number of graves some ume
after the oniginal mterment. This seems to indicate that a band or extended
family used the same cemetery over a considerable period of ime. Possibly
each such group owned and exploited a specific territory adjacent to the
nver bank. While most of the year their CAmp Sites were by the river,
during the inundation they retreated 1o the edge of the Aoodplain
producing the sites that archacologists have been able o recover. No
cemeterics or living sites of special importance are associated with the
Eatly A-Group culwre, which suggess a simple political organization
centered on the individual small band and s headman,

The A-Group culwre shared with the Predynastic Egyptian ones a
concern with burial rituals and grave goods that was hithero foreign o
MNubia. Although wind erosion has badly deflated most cemeteries, the
discovery of cireular stone superstructures covering the graves at Tungala
West suggests what the general covering for graves may have been like2®
Maost graves were dug in the high gravels or silis along the edge of the
Hood plain, were oval or suberectangular i plan, and were covered

Frg. 0 Planand socegon of A-
Growp gree Jrone Totgala
Wi, Lomer Nubia (ufeer

Swirh dgbe g 1)

with sticks and maring or stone slabs 1o permit bodies o be placed n the
graves at different ames, There is no evidence of reainer sacrifice at this

time that might otherwise account for these muluple busials. Bodies were

wrapped in leather or fur pelis_ and somerimes were laid on a grass or
reed mat. They.werg normally buried in 2 contracted position, on the
Teft side and with the head facing south; the same orientation as that of

Predynastic Upper Egypt.The bodies appear sometmies to have been

sprinkled with-red ochre. Numerous storage jars, grinding implements,

and pottery dishes were buried with the dead as well as personal o
ments. Many of these items were of Egyprian manulicture. No im-
ported or locally made goods can be regarded solely as funcrary E‘:ﬂﬂds'
however, since the same types of artefacts are found in habiation sites.
Apart from the cemeteries there is very little evidence that |J|:.t1l's upon
the religious beliefs of the A-Group. Some of the female portery figurines
found in graves may have been meant w represent the dead and w assure
their eternal vitality,!? bur as a group they are susceptible o varying
interpretations, not all of which are of a1 religious nature. A Croup

Prefiistory
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drawings i the Painted Rock Shelter ar Korosko suggest that it may
have been a ledge shrine like the one ar Gebel Agg thac dates from the
time of the New Kingdom. While there are traces of occupation at the
Painted Shelter, cooking appears to have been done in a separate
shallower cave nearby, 3

A vast range of Egyprian rade goods 15 found in A-Croup cemeteries
and camp sites. The ubiquitons Gerzean pottery vessels cocur i many
shapes and 5ifﬁT|:]qr pmbabl}' arrived in Wubia filled with-beer, wine,
cheese, oil, and perhaps cereals but were valued in their own nght
because they excelled the local ceramics in strength and-hardness,
Maost if not all of the linen eloth found in A-Group sites was probably of
Egyptian origin and & large number of heavy copper waols such as axes,
adzes, harpoons, fishhooks, and chisels seem 1o have been prized as
substitutes for locally-manufactured stone and bone twools. Other
fureign luxury goods included many stone palettes (others were made
locally); stone bowls; beads, pendants, and amuless of faience, stone,
and rarely of gold; and metal pigments such as malachite and gelena
that were used as face paint. The various specis of Mediterranean and
Red Sea shells found in Muobian graved may also have come through

“Egypt, although those from the Red Sea may have been obtamed by —

direct exchange with pastoralises from the Red Sea Hills,

This southward penetration of Egypran trade goods appears 1o be
correlared with the spectacular development of eraft specializations and
regional rade that wok place in Upper Egypt during the Gerzean
period. It 1s possible that already in Predynastic times Aswan was an
important riverine trading centre on the northem limits of Nubia.
From there, Egypuan goods may have passed from tribe to mibe south
into Mubia.®¥ More likely, however, Egyptian ships, some of which
may be porrrayed in rock carvings throughour Nubia, carried Egyprian
goods to trading stations at least as far south as the Second Catarace.

Nordssrom has-suggested that a- complex of over 5o storage vessels;

largely of Egyprian provenance, that was excavated at Khor Daud at _
the north-end of the-Dakka-pliin was a bartering place where the'
Egypuans exchanged goods with nearby A-Group serlements and
with the canle nomads from the Eastemn Desert.#® A tock shelter near
Wadi Halfa which-contained.large_amounts of Egypriam potery may s
also mdicare Egypuian activity near the Second Cararacrs? ;

n

There is no direet evidence concerning what Egyptian traders sought
e Nubians. A-Group artefacts are almost hon-

in exchange from th
plians

excistent in Egyptian sites suggesting thag, as in later tumes, t.h:.' Egy
were secking raw materials. A part from a few cartle and hippoporamus
tusks, Lower Nubia probably produced lide that was valued by the
Egypuans and certainly not enough to pay for the vast amount of
Egyptian goods that were being imporeed in the late Predynastic period.
This suggests that the Nubians were profiting from :h.rir position astride
the principal trade route along which the highly prized ivory, ebony,
incense, vegetable ails, and leopard and panther skins could move north
to supply a growing Egyptian market. The prime importance of the
ivory trade at this time may explain Aswan’s original name, Abu or
Elephant Town.#* So long as there was no swongly cenmalized authority
cither in Upper Egypt or in Dongola w finance and control direct long
distance trade, the Nubians living south of Aswan could either trade
raw matcrials noethward in retum for Egyptian produce or®charge
Egypuian traders mransit duties for safe passage along the Nile. The p}'uﬁis
derived from these activities may have laid the foundation for the evident
prosperity of the A-Group. It is possible that by importng food, l:.hc
A Group were able to expand in numbers beyond the carrying capacity
of their own subsistence economy. Yet this would have left the A-Group

extremely vulnerable wo any disruption of trade.

Fig. 7 Boar engravings
of Predynastic type fram
Sabu, Upper Mubia faf-
ter Chittich 1g62: figs 3
aul 1)
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CHAPTER I11

The A-Group and the Old Kingdom

I'HE EMERGENCE OF THE PHARAONIC STATE

._.I_}

Some Egyprologists maintain that Egypt was polideally unieed 150
years before the stan of the First Dynasty, ¢. 3100 8. There is, however,
no evidence of a major wansformation of the country at that time. A
trend towards unification among the various Gerzean states was no
doubt a feature of the late Gerzean period, but the far-reaching social,
economic, and cultral changes that ook place around the beginning
of the First Dynasty suppon the radicional view that Egypt’s political
unification took place just prior to thar time. However they gained
control over the whale of the Nile Valley novch of Aswan, the Pharachs
of the First Dynasty delighted o portray themselves as conquerors,
minmphing over supine or dead enemies and carrying off booty, ofren in
tie form of livestock,

The rapid development of ars and crafis under the patronage of this
newly powerful royal cour stimulated a demand for exotic raw marerials
on an unprecedented and rapidly aceeleraing scale. Even if control over

foreign trade was not-specifically claimed as a royal pr:r&g:[lﬂlr';':.; at this

titne, the demands of the court so far outstripped those of any other
Egyptian consumers that for all practical purposes this wade can be
regarded as a royal menopely. From the beginning of the First .Dynasty
there 15 evidence of an claborate system of accounting and raxation that

Fig. 8 Waoden label of King Aba { Fieit Dynasty ) { after Enieey 1961 fig 01}

Fig. o Egyption relief from Gebel Shaikly Suleiman {after cArkell 1930

must have placed much of the surplus wealth of Egype at the disposal of
the king and made him the primary source of largess within Egype.
Royally sponsored land reclamation projects, combined with improved
internal order and a storage system o provide against local or seasonil
crop failure may explain why, in spie of increasing inequalities mn the
distribution of wealth, even the poor appear to have been mbre pros-
perous during the Early Dynastic Period (3100-2700 Be) than they
had been previously.?

The longeterm effeces of the unification of Egypt upon Lower Nubia
were quite different, An ivory label of King Aha on which a prisoner 15
apparently identified by the bow sign (S4f) traditionally used for Nubia
has been interpreted as evidence of military action m the south at the
beginning of the First Dynasey. It is possible, however, that i this
instance Stj-land refers o the region between Gebel es-Silsila and the
First Cataract and thar the label alludes to action designed to secure the
southem frontier of Egypt at Aswan.d A fortress marking this {ronticr
appears to have existed on Elephantine Island ar Aswan as carly as the
reign of King Huni (¢ 2600 BC)4 Of much greater impottance 15 4 fine
royal relief that was carved on Gebel Shatkh Suleiman, on the west bank
of the Nile near the foot of the Second Cataract. The relicf depicts a
Nubian prisoner bound to the prow of an Egyptian ship. To the righe a
second bound figure is designated by a Sti-bow. Corpses lig i the water
beneath the ship while a bird sign and another unidentified glyph sur-
mounting the sign for a village or region seem to identfy where the acuon
was taking place. Although Helck has recently challenged the atribu-
tion of this scene to the reign of King Dijer, it certainly daws abour the
beginning of the First Dynasty.*

Frg.
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The A-Group and the Old Kingdom

THE CLIMAX ANDEXTINCTION OF THE A-GROUP

Plise 4

Fig 1o
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Despite these suggestions of Egyprian military activity in Lower Nubia,
the Terminal A-Group period, which was contemporiry with the end
of the Gerzean period and the early pan of the First Dynasty, appearss to
have been one of marked prosperity. It saw the culmination of trends
already evident in the Classic A-Group period. Everywhere, except in
the vicinity of the First Cataract, there appears o have been an increase
in the number of senlements, especially in the far south, Near Afyeh a
sertlement of this period contained several recrangular houses buile of dry
“stone masonry. The largest had six rooms with doar openings-at-the

corners and mud Hoors remforced with ptbb]:s. Another consisted-of

rwo rooms with outside doors Ficing north, The site stretched for at least
156 merres across a desent bluff berween rwo wadis.® The lack of similar
houses elsewhere suggests that this site might have been one of unusual
importance, perhaps the residence of a local chieftaimn,

The possibility that the growing prosperity of Lower Nubia had
enhanced the power of local leaders is reinforced by finds made in
Cemetery 137, south of Sayala, Firth believed this cemetery 1o be the

" bunial ground of an imporant local leader and his family and Helene

Kantor has dated the richest grave to the early pan of the First Dynasty.?
The graves were large and of a form common o all the more prosperous
interments in Nubia ar this ume. They consisted of suberectangular pits
dug into the alluvium and roofed over with sandstone slabs of consider.
able dimensions. As usual, each grave contained several burials. The
funerary offerings of the nichest grave included several stone vessels, a
number of heavy copper axes, bar-ingows and chisels of copper, a dipper
made of banded slate, two immense double-bird-shaped palenes, a
lion's head of rose quarez covered with green glaze, 2 mica mirror, and
two maces with gold plated handles. A series of animals portrayed in
low relief on the handle of the small mace was executed in dhe same style
as animals found on slate palettes from the reign of Narmer, making it
one of the masterpieces of Early Dynastic art. Unfurtunarr.iy, the mace
was stolen from the Egyptian Muscum soon afier it was discovered and it
has not been recovered.®

It is Dikely that as the Nile trade became more impornant, a limited
number of locations along the river emerged as major centres of exchangg,
where bands from neighbouring localities could assemble o barter for

The A+Group and the Old Kingdom
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Egyptian goods. Whether long-distance rade was with Egyptians or with

Fig 1o Gl datied
L_'-._:'_:,'_[lu'..'rj ML _I'E"lf';-'l A-
Grop  grave e
Sayafa, Lower Mz
{after Freth ry27)

other Nubians, overcoming the diffieulties-involved in_dealing with—

STAngers required claborate-diplomacy.and exchanges of presents. All

.parliﬁ would have found it advantageous for the experienced leaders of

the bands living closest 1o the trading centres o regulate the trade that
went on at them. These leaders were perhaps also able o monopolize the
tolls on goods that passed through their territory. By distributing most .:.xf
the goodwill presents they received among their followers, such leiders
would have greally enhanced ther presuge with these people,
Eventually, such activities may have :ransfor.mcd autonomous bands
into broader economically linked tribal groupings. "_I"hc le.n:im of such
groupings and their families were able 1o display their superior scatus by
living in more elaborately constructed houses and having more lavish
grave goods than did other members of the A-Group.” _
There is also evidence of greater cultural complexity in Lower Mubia
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in the Terminal A.Group period. Among the characteristic artefacts
are handsome conical bowls of a thin ‘egg-shell’ fabric, black on the
inside and slipped on the outside with pink or créam and Painted with
dark red lines in pauerns that often resemble baskerry. This poteery 1s the
work of skilled specialisis, whose existence 15 not otherwise attested by
A-Group artefacts. A few-Egyptiansstyle cylinder seals that appear 1o be
of A -Group manufacture were probably used to mark possessions. These
hint at a growing concemn with private property.*®

That A-Group prosperity reached its peak at the beginning of the
First Dynasty suggests that carly raids, such as the one commemorared
at Gebel Shaikh Suleiman, may not have been directed against the
whole of Lower Nubia. They may have been undertaken by the Egypuan
king to support Nubian allies and rrading partmers against their enemies.
Tt 15 also likely that at least some of the Egypuan goods that enteied
Lower Nubia in the law Gerzean period and ar the start of the First
Dynasty were payments made to Nubian mercenaries who, as in larer
tmes, served i the Egypaan army. Tois empuing o think of the maces
i Cemetery 137 as gifts o a Nubian leader for the tole that he and his
men had played in the wars that had unieed Egypt.

Hardly any Egypuan goods manufactured later than the early First
Diynasty have been found in A-Group sites in Lower Nubia; nor have
any native sites been located that are demonstrably contemporary with
the rest of the Early Dynastic period or the early Old Kingdom. Reisner
interpreted his B-Group as an atenuvated and impoverished survival of
the A-Group that was contemporary with the Old Kingdom, but
Harry Smith has since demonstrated that the graves originally assigned
to this culture were misdated; for the most part being badly plundered
or very poor A-Group ones.'' Only the small amount of Mubian
patiery found in the Old Kingdom Egyptian settlement at Buhen (some
of it associated with squarter-like hus) may indicate a limited survival

ot the A-Group during the Old Kingdom. Even thar pottery may have

been carried 1o the site by Nubian prisoners or traders whose homes were—

i Upper Nubia. For all practical purposes, the A-Group appears to
have vanished from Lower Nubia before the end of the First Dynasty.
There is evidence of a diminution in the volume of the Nile Aood
during the Firs Dynasty which may be correlated wath a lowering of the
Hoodplain in Lower Nubia from the maximum. of 6 to 7 metres above

The A-Group and the Old Kingdom

the present level, which was reached between . 4o00 and 3000 BC
(the Qadrus Aggradation}.'* While these events may have adversely
affected Lower Nubia more than they did Egypt, it is impossible w
attribute the toral disappearance of the A-Group i Lower Nul.m.
entirely o natural causes. Nor is there c}cplic[t_ evidence of Egypuan
military activity in Lower Nubia after the early Furst Dynasty.

It has recently been suggested that as the Egyptian economy became

more centralized during the First Dynasty, the multcenme rade thar Tiad

been-carried-en-with-Lewer Wubia in carlier nmes was broken off, des-
troying the economic base on which the A-Group culture depended. '
"It s likely that Egypt for the first ume possessed the economic erganiza-
tion to carry on direct trade with the south, thereby circumventng
Lower Nubian middlemen and toll masters, An increasing demand fnr
raw materials from the south also may have made direct contact with
that arca more urgene than.it had been formerly. Evidence from wn_hm
Egypt suggests that royal power increased during the early reigrs of the

Fig. v jar-sealing fron
Toshha MW, Lowerr
Wi, aith seal recon-
stracted falter Seoipson

19637 fig. 34/
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I Ficg Bty 4 O Sxpensc @ e ook el Lk bear the names of Kings Khafre and Menkaure of the Fourth Dynasty
Fig. 11 jarssealings found in A-Group sites make it just possible that high ;11;d SR e Niiiserre o ihe Fifth Dynasey”_
ranking officials may have engaged in private trade in Lower Nubia at {: 2480-23 4’0 PR
the stare of the First Dynasty. The establishment of centralized control -The Palermo Stone, a year-by-year record of all the kings from [hc. Plare 6
I over such trade may have put an endo such actvides.'s First through the Fifth Dynasties reports that Sneferu, the firs king of
While this would seriously have undermined the prosperity of the the Fourth Dynasty, carried out 2 caid in Nubia that resulted in the cap-
A.Group, it 1s difficult to account for the disappearance of all sedentary ture of 7000 people and 200,000 Jomesticated animals. It has been
l life in Lower Mubia in terms of this economic breakdown. In spiee of atzued thar the high proportion f beasts to humans indicates that he was
the lack of evidence, we must therefore accepr the possibility thar ;tﬁckiﬂg pasmra]ists."" The archacological evidence makes it highly
Egypuan miliary intervention o protect trade routes to the south was in unlikely that this booty or anything like it could have come from Lower
part responsible for the final disappearance of the A-Group. Some Nubia'}r nr;r unless the figures are greatly exaggerated, does it seem
l Mubians may have been deported w Egypt, some may have become '.nlausil::IE [h:u. this military expedition was underraken o prevent the
pastoralists in the region between Lower Nubia and the Red Sea Hills, ljnﬁllr:ll!iﬂﬂ of small groups northward, Instead, it seems likely w© have
and some may have rewreated farcher south. been directed against wibesmen living to the south of Buhen and had as
l its objective o secure trade rourss as far south ELi.Lln: DI;IIIIE'E_[J Reach,:®
EER A VD ER S e e S LD R T L O ] , Buthen may have been the launching point for this expedition.
A tragmentary victory stela of King Khasekhem from Hierakonpolis MNubians who are attested as utled servants of Fifth Dynasty officials
I I"_““-" at Egyptian military activities in Nubia owards the end of the may have been the descendants of captives taken by Snefery, although
Early Dynasuc period.® It has been suggested that the large bricks that Nuybiarls continued to enter Egypt throughout the Old Kingdom as
were used (o construct the lowest levels of the Egyptian townsite at i prisoners, slaves, or bowmen recruits for the Egyptian army and police
Buhen indicate that there may have been an Egypuan colony ac the ferce I ;hc decree of King Pepi 1 protecting the dependents of Sneferu’s
I foot of the Second Cararact as early as the Second Dynasty, although the e ) ramids, several clauses:specifically forbid interference by these
town may in fact date from the Third Dynasty. It has also been suggested ”'|'iear:EFu1 Nubians.3?
that several ovens found at Buhen were used o smelt copper, but it does Little 45 kriown about other Egyptian activities in Lower Nubia
l not follow from this that Buhen was established to exploit an as yet during the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties, which marked the high poimt
undiscovered local source of copper, although Egyptian prospectors af the Old Kingdom. Although Sive-Soderbergh has argued that traces
appear 1o have made their way as far south as Kulb, in the Bam el-Hagar, of Old Kingdom sertlement that Firth and Steindorl believed existed
I sometime during the Old Kingdom.'7 More likely Buhen was founded at Tkkur and Aniba were not conclusive, O'Connor accepis the O1d 4
as a base for carrying on trade with the south, From there it was possible Kingdom pottery found ar Quban as evidence that an Old Kingdom
for the largest ships to sail north 1o the First Cararact; while, because of : s:t:hiu:nt excisted i that area.? It would have been useful and probably
cataracts and the Bam el-Hagar, largesscale rade with the south de was necessary to have a number of Egyptian seulements berween Aswan
l pended tipon overland wansportation, Although it is not certain that and Buhen, where boats could dock for provisions or seek protection
Buhen was occupied contnuouslyin-the inerval, by the Fourth - o hans;m:m by wandering pastoralists, During the Fourth and
Dynasty (¢, 2620-2480 BC) the original own had been replaced by a Fifih D}';aasties diorite was surface-quarried about 80 kilometres to
' it _.hiew one apparently fortified with rough stone walls and a dry moat. the northwest r;f Toshka in a desolate, cairnmarked patch of desert
Num_-cruus despatch seals found within the town indicate that com- euphemistically called the “Snaring Place of King Khufu', The stone
munication with Egypt was maintained on a regular basis. These seals for the famous statues found in Khafre's mortuary temple at Giza came Plate 8
I 46 47
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from there. When Engelbach investigated these quarries in 1913, he
found there the names of Khufu, Redjedef, Sahure, and Djedkare.
Isesi — all kings of the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties — as well as the names
of rulers of the Middle Kingdom.*t Semi-precious stone was also
quarried ar the same location. It is likely that the ancient rack leading 1o
the quarries left the Nile at Toshka West. At the latter spot a fragmentary
Old Kingdom stela and a Middle Kingdom one that refers specifically
to quarrying operations have been found.*4 No evidence of defensive
works occurs cither ar T'oshka or ar the quarries, which suggests that
there was no serious opposition to Egyptian activities either along the
river or in the adjacent Western Desen at this time. Egyptian surveillance
may have been largely responsible for the failure of sedentary seutlement
w revive in Lower Nubia during the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties.

There is no evidence, either archacological or historical, thar the
Egyptian settlement at Buhen was inhabited after the reign of Djedkare-
lsesi, the last king but one of the Fifth Dynasty. No royal names from

=later in the Old Kingdom are recorded in the Toshka quarries while the

use-of dlabaster, which s found locally in Middle Egypt, largely replaced

that of diorite: This suggests that by the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty

(r. 2340 BC) Nubia was free from Egyptian occupation. The relaxation
of Egyptian control seems to have come about as a result of the growing
independence of Upper Egypt, which was apparent by the reign of Teti I,
the first king of the Sixth Dynasty. Prior to that ume a shift of powertoa
provincially based nobility is indicated by a decline in the size of royal
ombs and a tendency for the tombs of the nobility to be located in-
dependently of those of the reigning monarch. The decline of Egyprian
control in Nubia seems related to a general decline in royal power.

CHAPTER IV

The Early C-Group

THE C»GROUP CULTURE

During the Sixth Dynasty an indigenous seuled population began to
reappear in Lower Nubia, It was associated with the C-Group culure
that was to persist in Lower Nubia into the New Kingdom. Although
the C.Group is known primarily from cemeteries, recent studies have
helped to clarify the chronology and internal development of this
culture. Only the first stage of C-Group development {Bietak’s phases
la and Ib), which lasted into the-first half of the Twelfdh Dynasty, will

* be considered in this chaprer.!

In general, C.Group cemetefics are somewhat larger than those of the
A-Group, although the population appears to hawve been quite small in
carly C.Group times, Bodies were usually buried in round or oval
graves. They were laid on the nght side, in a semieflexed posstion, the
head pointing east. Graves were covered with stone rings filled with

‘-%'

Fig. t2 Barly CeGronp E s
grave (ajter Steidorfl 1937) ol Ch i

*late 1o

4u



Fig. 13

Plate 11

30

£ o, P & e o R R
\ B L s
=
' B ‘.

Fig. 13 Early C-Group pattery: 1-6 black
inciced aoare with white oucrastation ;5 blacks
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1968z pls 2, 3)

gravel, similar w those used by the A-Group. At the beginning of the
early C-Group these superstructures were small and built of well fitted
stones but later they were larger and the stones not so well fited as
previously. Later many grave pits were roughly rectangular, Offerings

~were left in pottery bowls against the east side of the stone superstructures.

The pouery consisted of black-mouthed bowls similar 1o those of the
J."Lszup and black vessels covered on the ourside with incised decora-
tions accented with white paint. The carliest bowls tended 1o be shallow;
later ones were h:misphcricai,__ﬂccnsiﬂnally. rough sandstone slabs or
stelae engraved with representations of cows were erected in the cemeteries.

A marked break with earlier traditions is the absence of stone palettes or

F:[hcr evidence of a concem with eye paint, which featured prominently-
i the A-Group culture and in Egypt.
At least vwo small habiradion sites are associated with the early

The Earl ¥ C - Group

C.Group:—©One was on the south-side of Khor Abu Bakr ar Sayala
West. The largest structure ac this sie was an oval compound 25 metres
in diameter. There were at least four circular huts inside the compound,
none more than 6 metres across, while five more circular b were
located outside it. Bietak argues thar the stones outlining the perimeters
of the compound and huts supported walls of thoms or reeds, the stony
surface of the plateau making it impossible t© drive stakes inw the
ground. The pottery from this sertlement resembles what is believed o
be the earliest C-Group portery from cemetery N at Aniba. Egypuan
sealings from Khor Abu Bakr are apparenty of the First Intermediate
Period.* In the lowest level of the stratified village site excavated by the
Ernst von Sicglin Expedition at Aniba three tent circles were dis-
covered, each 4 to s metres in diameter. These had a centre pole, a fire.
place off centre, and a ring of smaller posts marking the perimeter.
Traces were found of the skins that had covered these tents, whose
entrances did not face in any one direction. '
Although the remains of these structures are mote substanual than
those found in all but the most imponant A-Group seulements, they

Fip 14 I:'u.'n'f Celaranp residendsil nurjpmrm! ar .‘:'ur;nn'ur st {after Bivrale rgén: j'll-
iz}
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The Early C-Group

suggest that during early C-Group umes the population of Lower

Mubia continued w move about from season to scason, The hut circles:

each seem 1o have housed a single finuly with a number of related
ones forming a lineage based senlement. Recent African parallels suggest
that the compound at Khor Abu Bakr may have been inhabited by a
man, his several wives and their children. One of the huts mside the
compound was a storchouse; probably used communally by is in-
habiants or by the whole sertlement.

Although food remains from CoGroup sites have been linde studied,
the emphasis-en-cattle on early C.Group stelac and as motifs for pottery
decoration and rock carvings has led many archacologists to assent that
the C-Group were catle pastoralists. Only a small number of canle
could ever have been pastured in Lower Nubia, however, and most of the
animal bones from the Khor Abu Bakr site were those of sheep. The
few cantle thar were kept seem to have been status symbaols and a focuos of
senitiment rather than the basis of the local economy.? In agriculture, the
same crops were probably grown in much the same way as they had been

|:|}I the A-Group,

CAGROUP ORIGINS

The arigins of the C-Group have been the subject of much debate.
Only fragmentary information is available about the culturil sequences
n the deserts on either side of Lower Nubia; however, similanities-have
been noted between C-Group pottery and sherds found in the Wadi
“Howar and elsewhere in the Western Desert. Graffiti from the Western
Deesert featuring canle with vertical lines across their bodies are also
allegedly similar to rock carvings found in Lower Nubia and representa-
tions of cattle on CoGroup pottery. Further C-Group affinities have
been noted east of the Nile; in the hills around Port Sudan and farther
south ar Agordat in the Tokar Delia. On the basis of these findings, it
has been proposed thar the C-Group culture was brought into Lower
Mubw either by Beja from the Eastern Desen or by Libyan invaders

from the west. lo s argued chat increasing desicearion of adjacent Erazirl&

—tands forced these people into theNile Valley towards the end of the

_Old Kingdom.*
—Recentowork i Upper Mubia indicares continuity berween the
A-Group (or a local euivatent) and whasever vaniant of the C-Group

The Eur!'}' CoGroup

existed in that area. Tt also appears likely that the Kerma culwre of
Upper Nubiia, which was closely-related 1o the CoGroup; developed
from this local C-Group variant.® This suggests thar dunmg the thard
1nd second millennia B¢ 2 common pouery tradinon (the C-Horzon)
was shared by various groups inhabiting the Nile “w'r.?l]l:}' and adjacent
regions. The black-topped pottery that bulks w large m :h-?: C.Horizon
almost cerrainly had its origin in Predynastic Upper Egypt. Black
incised pottery was also known in Predynastic Upper .ER}IP[' although
its relationship o the black incised ware of the C-Honzen 15 uncertain
because of the unimportance of this pottery in the intervening AGroup;
however, black ware incised wich parerns closely resembling those of
C.Horizon pottery has been found in the Omdurman culture of the
Khartoum region. This culture has many parallels wath the A-Group
and is believed to be of about the same age.” Uneil more is known about
the C.Horizon, it is dangerous to relate its individual cultures by
postulatmg hypotheneal migranons. Specific differences can be noted
among the C-Group pottery of Lower Mubia, the Kerma pouery ol
Upper Nubia, and the potery of the Pan-Grave culture, believed 10 be
associated with the Medjay nomads of the Eastern Desert. The Agordar
culure of the Ethiopian border seems to be yer another distincove
manifestation of this horizon.t It 15 therefore possible that, as wath the
Khartoum Mesolithic and Khartoum Neolithic Horizans, similar

pottery types were adopted by different peoples over a wide area, |-

some of these groups were semi-nomadic pastoralists, conditons would
“ave been optimal for the spread and maintenance of this horizon.

It is nor impassible that as the Egyprians grew Tess vigilant, pastoralists
from the Eastern or Western Desert began to seule in Lower Nubu.
Whether these were the same people who had lived in Lower Nubia
in A.Group times or a completely new ethnic group cannat now be
ascertained. The argument thar the C.Group must have originared
somewhere to the west of Lower Nubia because all of the carliest
C.Group sites occur on the west bank of the Nile is statistically mvalid;
the sample is very small and sites of all periods occur more tl‘:.'ql.]r.'nlh
along the richer west bank.» Alternatively, it 1s possible that the C-Croup
culture evolved from the “A.Group' of Upper Nubia and thar sctlers
ook advantage of relaxed Egypuan contel o occupy l:h:‘ more ferule
parts of Lower Nubia, Finally, many or all of the C.Group people
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may be descendants of the A-Group inhabitants of Lower Mubia who
remained there as pastoralists during the Old Kingdom and who were
able w increase in numbers and re-acquire the trappings of 2 semi-
sedentary culwre during the Sixth Dynasty. At present it is impossible
tw accept as certain any proposed ethnic identification for the C-Group
of Lower Nubia. It appears from rock inseriptions that the Egypuans
of this period called the northem pan of Lower Nubia Wawar; the
Tomas area Irtje; and a thind district, between there and the Second
Cararact, Sagju, These oponyms may, however, have been old ones
that lacked any ethnographic meaning after the disappearance of the
ﬂ,Crr_n_l_p.

ITHEGYRT

Although Egyprian goods appear to have been scarce in Nubia through-
our most of the Sixth Dynasty (2340-2190 Be), they reached Nubia in
considerable quantites ar the end of the Old Kingdom and during the

First Intermediate Period. Most of the Egyprian poteery found in_

C-Croup sies are round-basedy necked vessels that served as conminers
for hiquids and foodstuffs. This suggeses that the CoGroup were obtain-
ing food from Egypt as the AZGroup had done. Numerous seal-amulets
occur in CoGroup sites and cecasionally a skeleton is found holding an
Egyprian copper mirtor before its face.'®

The Egypuan abandonment of their settlements in Lower Nubia by
the beginning of the Sieth Dynasty, did not mean that they had ceased
o be interested 1n the lands o the south, Manufacturing luxury goods
tor the Egypuan upper classes required a steady supply of raw marerials
from sub.Saharan Africa. Egypuan river traffic appears o have con-
tinued in Lower Nubia during the first part of the Sixth Dynasty and
the names of many Egypuan officials of this period are inscribed on the
rocks at Tomas. Three of these officials, Sabi, Teankh, and Iri, bore
the title *Ohverseer of Foreigners’ and i has been suggested tharone of the
duties of Egyptian officials visiting Nubia may have been o recruic
Nubiins for the Egypuan army,'' A Sixth Dynasty official named
Weni boasted of leading a large army against the Asiatics and ‘Sand-

Duwellers’ who lived to the cast of Egype. Part of this army was made up

s
=

of Nubians from Wawar, lrtje, and the sull more southerly diswicts of
Kaau and Lam, as well as of Medjay recruits from the Eastern Desert.*2

The Early C-Group
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Many of the Egyprian goods appearing in C-Group sites of this period
probably were wages paid to Nubian mercenaries or their familjes.

Early in the reign of Mereare, the third king of the Sixth Dynasty,
Weni was made Governor of Upper Egypt; a post originally established
to counteract the growing power of the provinciak nobles and w ensure
the collection of taxes in southem Egypr.'s In this capacity, Weni led
an expediton o the quarries at Aswan to feech a granite sarcophagus
and other building elements for the king's pyramid. Later he cur five
navigable channels through the First Caract and supervised the
construction of seven vessels using acacia wood purchased from the
chiefs of Wawar, |rtj::, lam, and the Mcdja}l. These boars were presume
ably used to transport stone from the Aswan quarries. Two inscriptions
from che First Cataract record that abour this time Merenre visited the
frontier and mer the chieh of Wawar, Irtje, and the Medjay. The
mecting was conventionally interpreted by the Egyptians as an act of
homage by the Nubians, but it was probably a picce of Egyptian
diplomacy mtended w promowe goodwill amongst the tribes living
along Egypt's southern border, '+

THE LAND OF [AM

Plate 12
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The principal concern of the Egyptians was to continve their trade with
Dongola. In the course of the Sixih Dynasty, control of this trade fell
(into the hands of the Governors of Aswan who assumed special powers
as the "Keeper of the Daor to the South’. These princes supervised
rexpeditions not only up the Nile Valley bue also along the Red Sea o
the land of Pumt (Ethiopia or Seimalia).** On his romb, opposite
Aswan, Harkhuf records thar, beginning in the reign of Merenre, he
personally led four expeditions o the land of Tam to recruit troops and
barter for goods there. On the first of these journeys he was accompanied
by his facher Iri, It is likely that Iri was making his last visit to lam and
was familiarizing his son and successor with the route and incroducing
I!Hm to his Nubian trading partners. Harkhuf rewurned from his third
Journey with 300 donkeys laden with incense, cbony, oil, leopard skins,
clephant tusks, throwing sticks, and ather products. He was guarded by a
strang contingent of Tamite recruits who were returning with him for
seevice in the Egyprian army, On his fourth expedition, Harkhuf
brought back from lam a dancing dwarf (hardly a rrue pigmy) whose

The Early C-Group

impending arrival delighted the boy kmg Pepi 11 Harkhuf had .
scribed on his tomb the text of a toyal letter instructing him 0 make
certain that the dwarl reached the king safely.

There has been much speculation about the location of lam. Harkhuf's
journeys each began and ended ac the royal court in Memphss and
lasted seven to eight months. Sometimes he left the river ar Aswan;
sometimes he travelled south from Abydos through the Kharga Oasis.
Always, however, his goods were carried overland by donkeys. South
of Tomas, Harkhuf appears to have approximartely followed the course
of the river and his journeys carried him far south of the Second Cararact.
He and his father thus appear to have been outfiting caravans in Egype
for the same purpose that such caravans had formerly been ourfitred
at Buhen. The overland journey to lam was several hundred mules
longer but did not involve extra overhead w maintain an outpost at the
Second Cararact,'? .

On the basis of the tme thar Harkhuf says it ook him to gee w Lam,
Edel has calculated that lam was located in the Kerma Basin above the
Third Cataract.’® This suggestion has won widespread approval and
linguistic research has strengthened Edel's claim. Tam may have survived

[as a toponym ot ethnic name (Irm) into the Meroiic period. s also

possible that the name endures as pan of the modern Kerma, ' The
continuity of this placesname may be a reflection of long-term ethnic
continuity in this region. Since Nubian words are recorded for the
Dongola area as early as the New Kingdom, speakers of a Nubian
language (although possibly not the direct ancestor of modern Nile
Nubian) may already have been living in that area as early as the Old
Kingdom,?® As yet there is no archacological evidence concerning what
Harkhuf encountered at the end of his journey. Reisner excavated Sixth
Dynasty stone vessels at Kerma and believed that there had been an
Egyptian trading post there as early as the Sixth Dynasty. These jars
have been interpreted as old ones thar the Egypuans maded to the
Mubians in the Middle Kingdom or later,*! although they may be
evidence of Old Kingdom contact.

The Harkhuf inscriptions suggest that by the Sixth Dynasty lam
was a prosperous chiefdom whose ruler dealt with Egypuan officials
on equal terms. The Kerma Basin could have supported a considerable
population and was a convenient collection point for trade goods
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entering the Dengola Reach from the south. IT trade were not carried
out under the patronage of a responsible and powerful official, wifling
disputes between waders from different ethnic backgrounds might
casily have provoked economically disastrous blood feuds. To assure the
proper conduct of wrade, the Upper Nubians probably agreed that it was
best controlled by the ruler of Iam. Egyptians were not allowed to uade

“within Lam without first obtaining the permission of this ruler. Harkhuf
secords that when he arrived there for the third time, the ruler was leading

a war party against the Libyans of the Westermn Desert. Harkhuf chere-
fore went in search of this ruler and ‘pacified (ship-ed) him sa that he
praised all the gods for the King of Egypt’. The verb ship 1s ambiguous
aiid some Egyptologists have interpreted it w mean that Harkhuf
militarily defeared the ruler of Tam m order o prevent him from doing
something thar seemed to threaten Egypt's interest.?* It is difficuls,
however, to imagine that Harkhuf and his small force would have
anacked the leader of a populous group with whom his aim was to
conduct business. Instead, it appears that Harkhuf was conforming to
established custom by offering presents to the local ruler 1o gan his
permission for a new round of trading and recruiting mercenaries. It is
unknown whether this freed Harkhuf to transact business with in-
dividual Tamite merchants or all trading had to be carried on with the
local ruler. These expeditions provided the Egyptian court with highly
desirable produce; therefore Egyptian officials had reason to boast
about the diplomatic finesse with which they acted in the service of their
king,

The textual evidence strongly contradicts the wraditional view that
Tam was a litle developed, rribal society. Instead it had a ruler who was
able w regulate all external wade. The profis derived from this night
would have enhanced his position ar the apex of an_economic. e —

distributive system and increased his political power, While his subjects..

were recruited as mercenarics for the Egyptian army, the ruler of lam__
was not counted among the Nubian ‘chiefs’ who owed allegiance to the
King of Egypt.2s At the time of Harkhufs visit, Jam was probably ata
level of development analogous to that of the small states that had
evolved in Upper Egypt by early Gerzean times. The latter’s develop-
ment had been encouraged ar least in pant by rrade with southwestern
Asta Ir can be speculated thar the lamite chiefdom sarted 0 evolve

TJIH' Hdr.ll}‘ (-:z (-:_FL:I”F!

once the Egyptians were trading directdy with Dongola from their

colony at Buhen.
Harkhuf's records also suggest that the power of the C.Group chiels

of Lower Nubia increased in-the course.of the Sixth Dynasty. On BT

second journey he stated that there was a single ruler for Satju and
“Trije, but by the time of his third journey one man ruled theseregicni
46d Wawar as well. This change possibly indicates the development of a
lGose tribal confederacy encompassing the whole small and scattered
population of Lower Nubia. The early C.-Group cemereries show far

less variability in size of graves and quality of grave goods than dothose—
of the laie A-Group, which suggests that C-Group society remdined

serongly tribal and egalitarian. During the Sixth Dynasty, it seems to
have been the custom of Egyptian officials to offer presents MNubian
chiefs in order 10 maintain their goodwill and w ensure a safe passage
through Nubia for themselves and their wares. When the principal
chief, who seems 10 have lived in the Tomas area, saw the size of the
mercenary force that was returning w Egypt with Harkhuf, he provided
Harkhuf with oxen and goats and personally conducted him over the
Heights of lrje (probably across the Korosko Hills to Dakka). The
clear implication is that if Harkhuf had not been accompanied by so
powerful a force, he would have had 10 pay dearly for such good
treatment,**

Relations with Lower Nubia appear to have detenorated late m the
Sixth Dynasty, Mekhu, a prince of Aswan in the regn of Pepr 11,
died or was killed (it is not clear which) in Lower Nubia and hissue.
cessor Sabni headed south with 100 donkeys laden with_honey, o,
clothes, ointment, and other goods. These appear to have been presents
for the Nubians, but whether they were intended to ransom his father's
body or to reward them for preserving it is uncertain. Another prince,
Pepinakhe, records a punitive expedition in which he ‘hacked up’
Wawat and Irtje, slaying prominent people and carrying off many
prisoners, On a second expedition, an unknown time latér, Pepinakht

was able to persuade two chiefs to visic the Egyprian court and (o present

some cattle as tribuee.*d While the withdrawal of Egypuan serlement
from Buhen northward o the First Cataract permitted a resumprion of
native settlement in Lower Nubia, a continuing need to protect the
trade. routes to the Kerma Basin led the Egyptians w alternate between

a4



- R D D B D B B O G B B B an e

The Early C-Group

bribery and intimidation in dealing with the C-Group. While Egypr’s
power ta act was weakened by growing decentralization, her capacity
w hurt the people of Lower Nubia was still grear. Occasional inter-
ventions such as those described by Pepinaklie probably were sufhcient
to keep the population low and the ¢conomy a semi-sedentary one.

THE FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

THl

Many factors seem to have contributed to the politcal fragmencation
that overtook Egype after the gosyear reign of Pepi 1L It has been sug-
gested that a series of extraordinarily low Miles berween 2180 and 21308 ¢
undermined the economic basis of Egyptian society.®” A period of
anarchy and bloodshed followed the collapse of the cenral government,
after which Upper Egypt was dominated by two rival royal families
who ruled from Herakleopolis and Thebes respectively. About 2040 8¢,
the Theban ruler Mentuhorep-Sankhibrowe reunited Egypt, ushering
in a phase of political unity and economic and cultural prospenty
known as the Middle Kingdom, The period between the collapse and
reuntfication of the central power in Egypt is known as the First Inter-
mediate Period.

There is no archacological evidence that Lower Nubia was adversely
affected by the low Niles postulated for the beginning of the First
Intermediate Period: bur, because of the nawre of the archacological
record, important clues may have gone unnaoticed. With the collapse of
the cenmral government, direct wade with lam ceased and African

Juxuries no longer teached the former capial at Memphis. While™

non-royal graves m Egypt indicate generally greater access o wédlth in
the First Intermediate Period than during the Old Kingdom, imported
luxuries such as lapss lazuli, wrquoise, and ivory are wcr}-\;.-lﬁc['i:"ih'éém
or very rare.*® It is unknown what effect the cessation of direct trade had

“on lam, bur there s no evidence that thercafier the Lower Nubtans

played a significant role in trading between Dongola and Egypt.

In spite of this, Egyptian goods abound m C-Group graves of the
Fitst Intermediate Period. Although Nubian and other foreign mer-
cerzaries plundered native Egyprians during the mital period of anarchy,
many Nubians as well as Medjay from the Eastern Desert were recruited
during the evil wars that followed and some of these men achieved

prominent positions i Egyptian society.® A model of a troop of

e
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Nubian bowmen found in 4 omb at Assiuc in central Egype and 2
reference to Wawat Nubians and Medjay as followers of the ruler of
Hermopolis indicate that Nubian contingents fought for the Herakleo-
politan coalition, while T Titge colony at Gebelein, near Luxor, was no

=detbr in the service of the rival Theban dynasts.t® There was also a

C-Group setlement at Kubanieh, just north of Aswan.' Thebes
enjoyed a decided advantage when it came to recruiting more MNubians
and it is no aceident that most of the Egyptian pottery found in C-Group
sites ofthe Firse Intermediate Period 1s of the sort that aceurs only south of
Matmar and was confined w the Theban sphere of influence. Economic
exchange beoween the Theban and Herakleopolitan-spheresof influence
appears w0 have been extremely limited unul Egypt was reunited.

Fig. o6 Nubian mercenary af the Firit lnter-
mediate Perioil a5 depicted ta the tonek af the
Epypean afficial Ankdifi ar Mautla, across il
viver from Gebelein in Upper Egypt {after
Fiscler 1gbn: fig. 6}

[lawe 13
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Responstbilities cowards mercenanies may explain why_Ankhufi, the
tuler of Edfu and Hierakonpolis at the beginning of the First Inters
mediate Period, boasted of having supplied food to the Wawar Nubiiig

~during d fimine:This may be-a literary reference to majorfamines in
Mubia at the start of the First Intermediate Period.

There 15 evidence of Egyptian military actvity later in the First
Intermediare Period, which may have had as its abjectives to secure the
southem border of Egypt and to renew wading links with Dongola.
[n an inscription from Gebelein, an officer named Djemi boasts of
having made Wawat Nubians mibutary to the Theban ruler.? Royal
grathii found as far south as Abu Simbel appear 1o record raids into
Lower Nubia. The inscription of King Wadjkare at Khor Dehmit has
been- tenatively-aretibuted 1o a king of the ephemeral Eighth Dynasty,
while the more numerous and sometmes associated graffid of Kakare-
Intef and Iyibkhentre are interpreted as varianis of the names of Eleventh
Diynasty Theban rulers. Like the raids of the Sixth Dynasty, these
campaigns must have served o disrupt the economy of Lower Nubia
and keep its populaion low. It is perhaps incongruous thar Nubian
mercenarics served rulers who were attacking their homeland, bur the
loyalties of these soldiers were probably narrow and they did not mind
attacking districes other than their own. The prospect of employment
and booty must have atracted many Nubians north into Egype, while
Egyprian raids made life difficult for these who remained behind.

Mentuhotep's programme o restore the prestige of the Egypuan
cenrral government involved repressing various tribal peoples who had
taken advantage of Egypt's weakened conditon o raid its borders.
He sought to secure rade routes and 1o make the oases and outying
quarries safe for Egypuian work parties. Expeditions were sent against the
inhabitanes of the Sinai Peninsula (and perhaps points farther cast), the
Libyans of the Western Desent, and the pastoralists of the Eastern
Deserr.*

A decline in the amount of Egypuan goods reaching Lower Nubia
seems 1o date from this period.?? The reimposition of state controls over
trade and a dimmished demand for mercenaries no doubt explain this

_r.tw-:]upmcnt, which in many respects repeated what happened ac the
beginning of the Early Dynastic Period. A fragmentary inscription
! from near El Ballas, north of Thebes; refers to 2 military campaign in

The Early C-Group

which Mentuhotep annexed Wawat and received the submission of

“desert tribesmen.t® A series of graffit recorded by a Nubian mercérary

named Tjchemau a shon distance above Aswan states that the king
sailed in person as far south as Ben, which, perhaps wrongly, has been
interpreted as a reference to Buhen, 3¢ Mentuhotep's chancellor eravelled

to Lower Nubia several times and one of his inscriptions rifers to shaps-
~assipried for service in Nubia.s®

While the natives of Lower Nubia were no doubt compelled o pay
wribute, ar least on an intermitent basis, the precise nature of Egypuan
infuence in Lower Nubia towards the end of the Eleventh Dynasty is
unclear. There is no evidence of military occupation; even the graffin
bearing Eleventh Dynasty names that occur with considerable frequency
around Buhen are now believed to date from theearly Twelfth Dynasty. !
Mentuhotep was presumably ineerested in securing the safety of the
granite quarries and amethyst mines near Aswan. He may ,1]:.u I.:;.wr
sought to exploit natural resources farcher south and a possible expedinon
to the Kurkur Oasis suggests an interest in controlling the trade routes
to Tam.4* On the whole, however, Egyptian policy in Lower Nubia
during the Eleventh Dynasty appears to resemble what had been
fallowed in the Sixth Dynasty and during the First Intermediate Perind.
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CHAPTER V

The Middle Kingdom

THE EGYPIIANODCCUPATION OF LOWER NUBLA

i

A few years after the death of Mentuhotep his line came to an end and the
throne was mounted by Amenemher [, founder of the Twelfth Dynasty,
He may be the same Amenemhet who was vizier under the last king of
the Eleventh Dynasty. The semi-fictional Prophecy of Neferu implies

that his mother was a woman of To-Stj; which pmbab]}' meant that™

ghe was from the Aswan district rather than a Nubian.! T becoming
Pharaoh, Amenemher appears 10 have worked our a wnodus vivendi
that left considerable power in the hands of the hereditary nobility.
MNevertheless, emulating the Pharaohs of the Old Kingdom, he shifted
the capual from Thebes w Iyjtowe (*Possessor of the Twe Lands”)
near Memphis and consciously began to revive the court culture of that
former erat His Horus name Wehammenwe ("Repeater of Births')
ndicates that he thought of himsell as inaugurating 1 major new era.
Although Amenemhbet was muordered in his palace after a jo-year
reign, his heirs were to rule Egypt for over 200 years,

Much of Amenemhet's reign seems to have been preoccupied with
setthing the internal affairs of Egypt. Yet, an inscription at Korosko
records that in the penultumare year of his reign (which coincided with
the ninth regnal year of his son and coeregent Senwosrer 1) he arrived
"to overthrow Wawat'. He is said 1o have waged war against the
Medjay of the Eastern Desert and the Toshka diorite quarries may have
been worked again by the end of his reign.s

Avpparently after his father’s death, Senwosret | erected a series of
fors in Lower Nubia and garnsoned them with Egypuan soldiers,
This was the first settlement of Nubia by Egyptians since the end of the
Fifth Dynasty and marked the beginning of a new phase in relations
berween Epypt and its southem hinterland. While liecle 15 known abour
the building sequences of the Middle Kingdom forts in Nubia, the first
round bastioned, mud brick fores at Tkkur, Quban, and Aniba were
probably erected in the reign of Senwaosrer 1.9 There is textual evidence
that 3 new fortress at Buhen was garnisoned ar this time and Smith has

The Middle Kingdom

suggested that the cenual town ar Kor, just south of Enu':.a::n, was also
occupied. This seilément séems to have been a caravanseri fior averlind
wravel ‘to-the south-and a tesidence for sailors, porters, and craftimen
sitached to the Buhen colony.® Forts may already have been L‘:[.lh'ﬁ[?lll:.'li'!
A5 fir-south a5 Semna. Nubia was placed under the comrol of the
prince of Aswan, Serenput. In lis tomb he described himsell as " Girear
Controller of Nubia’ and ‘Overseer of all Foreign Lands’,”

A magnificent sandstone stela erected at Buhen by (.Tqun:;,l] Mentubioep
appears to record an expedition into Upper MNubia m the mshtum:h
regnal year of Senwosrer 1. Although the text 1s badly Il'll:lll?il.h.‘d, it
describes warlike activity: tents set on fire and grain b urled 1o the
Nile. On the stela the god Menw is shown presenting Senwaosret |
with a line of bound captives inscribed with names of Nuban peaples
and places. The latter include Ashmeik and Sai Island. At Fhu .|‘.H..‘.I.d ot
the list is K ush, which hereafter features prominently in Mlll‘."'l:l.l'l.]‘.llil.;f-rj'.
Senwostet may have been accompanied on this campaign by Ament,
who later became Prince of the Oryx nome and one of the most pow ertul
men in Middle Egype. In bis tomb, Ament recourus thag, while his
father was still alive, he and his soldiers had accompanied Senwosret |
when the king overthrew his enemies in Kush, Ameni claimed 1o have

travelled south of Kush o the *borders of the earth’ and have returned

bearing tribute for the king.* S .
By the end of the Middle Kingdorm, Koush-was the pame of i ]m_]u@.L!
entity thac had its capital ar Kerma, a short distance above the Third
Cataract. We have already suggested that this region was the locarion
of Tam, the country visited by Harkhuf during the Old Kingdom. It 1

unclear why-the name Kush supplanted lam in general usage, especially
since—he-titter mame-also-survived into later nmes. Posener has hypo-

thesized that Kush was originally the name applied to the Nile Valley
j*:ls: uP/ri;cr'fmm Semna; evenrually, however, the Egyptians extended
this term to denote the important chiefdom farther to the souch? Sen-
wosree I's name has been found on an offering stone as far uperiver as

Argo Island, a short distance south of Kerma. ™ ,
Senwosret | may have hoped to conquer the chicfdom of Kush ..md
force it w pay him tribute. Such an arrangement would have given
him control over Egypt’s principal source of African products. Levying
ribute would have cut the cost to the central government of obtaming
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these luxury goods and allowed the royal exchequer o determine more
completely the volume and timing of deliverics, The ability o dismibuee
more such commodities among the king's supporters would also have
enhanced the prestige of the new dynasty. Alternatively, Senwosrer |
may have sought only 1o re-establish contict with the south and w
ensure the safery of the wrade routes through the Bam ¢l-Hagar, perhaps
doing no mort thin to repeat the exploits of Sneferu or other rulers of the
Old Kingdom, It does not appear that either Senwosret | or any other
Pharach of the Twelfth Dynasty held lasting suzerainty over Kush.

Inn the reign of Senwaosrer 1, the Egyptians began to exploit the natural
resources of Lower Nubia far more intensively than ever before, There
is no evidence that gold was mined in Lower Nubia during the Old
Kingdom, when most of the gold used by the Egyptians came from
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the Eastern Desert adjacent o Upper Egypt. Under Senwaosret | the

Egyptians began to mine for gold 1n the Wiadiel-Allagiand e mizim—

~ tributary the Wadi Gabgaba.'" A copper-mne-at Abu-Seyil, in the

fame region, also appears to have been worked at this time, The slag

heaps and furnaces at Abu Seyal indicate that some smelung was done

atthemine. ' The fortress of Quban, at the mouth of the Wadi el Allagy,

served as the control peint for mining operations in the desert hinterland.
Most af the gold from the Eastern Desert was smelted and stored for

shipment there, Scales and weights used for weighing gold were found

in_the forts at Semna and Uronarti They suggest that the Egypuans
were also extracting the gold that accurs in the rock along the Mile
berween Wadi Halfa and Dongola.'s

Fig ot

THE CAMPAIGNS OF SENWOSRET 111

While Senwosret I's successor, Amenemher [1, contnued w0 explon
Lower Nubia, he does not appear to have made any effort to ettend his
power southward. Tt was the latter’s grandson K hakaure-Senwaosrer 111
(1878-1843 B C) who gave definitive expression to the Middle Kingdom
regime in Lower Nubia and who centuries later was 1o be worshipped
as a patron deity throughout the region. Senwosrer 111 was a VIEOrous
ruler who sought 1o increase royal control in every sphere. His reign
saw the disappearance of the provincial nobility that had played a
prominent role within Egypt since the Sixth Dynasty and a correspond.
ing increase in the power of the king."4

Early in his reign, Senwosret 111 had a canal called "Beauniful are the
Ways of Khakaure' cut near the island of Sehel in the Fist Caaract.
This canal was abour 8o metres long and was consteucred prmanly for
the use of his warships. A similar attempt to facilitate niverine transport

had been carried out by the official Weni early in the Sixth Dynasty.'s

. \In the king's cighth-regnal year the canal was dredged and the forr ar |
| dAswan was stengthened. Following this, Senwostet began thefirstl=

: X 3 % |
of his campaigns "t overthrow defeated Kush’% Iris uncleas how farf

o

south his army penetrated;_however a stela set up at Semna ar the!

conclusion of this campaign records the king’s decision w make the
Semna Catarace his southern froner,'” 'l;h_:: Tocanon was well chosen, ™

heing the most consrricred passage along the entire course of the Nile and
impassable by boat at some times of the year.
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The Middle Kingdom , _ —
| | There are references to additional campaigns against Kush in the | |
Ctenth, _twelfth, sixteenth, and possibly nineteenth regnal years of || | \,
Senwoster LIL A water level recorded at the Dal Cataract, 60 kilometres || | T AW
south of Semna, dates from the tenth year of his reign.'* One purpose of | | . I
these campaigns may have been to seize control of gold workings as far |
south as the Third Caaract, although Senwasrer s larger ambition
may have been to conquer the chiefdom of Kush. Yet, while ships were
employed in these expeditions, mention of wells as a military objective
suggests that at least in part they were directed against nomadic tribes— :
living cast of the Nile rather than against the ruler of Koush, Senwoster 111
may have come to regard an intimidated ruler of Kush as a valuable
trading parmer and the principal objective of his later campaigns been
to protect the trade routes beyond Semna. The gold and one or more
female slaves that an official records bringing from Kush i his reign
may have been booty from such a raid. '

Senwaosrer 111 appears to have stuck by his early decision not to uy to
implant Egyptian sovereignty south of Semna, His plan was to fortify
the border ar this point so that movement from the south by land or by
water could be conrolled. At the same tume, he encouraged Nubians
from the south to come to the Second Cataract region tw wade. His
explicierequisement thar all rading with.the Egyptians be carvied onata”
fortress down-river from Semna ensured that as far as the Egyprans
weee-concerned this trade would remain a royal monopoly. The region . e :
between Kerma and Semna was hazardous for wravel and there were- Fig 10 MU o SEpI Jors
: y ST e tE ; - tresses i Lower Nubia during
miarauding wibes i the Eastern Desert. Because of this, it is unlikely that the Middle Kingdon
individuals or small groups of waders would have travelled north by ; E
themselves. More likely, regular Aotillas were despatched by the ruler ot T a unit. Each fort was surrounded by a massi:;c ’:”'-'1”5"’_“ wall of mud
Kush who in this way would have rerained a de facto monopoly over brick, strengthened with varying amounts of dmber lad both E.ll':ll]t"

rrade with the norih. = B w the face of the wall and at right angles w0 it. On rocky terrain, the
In the reign of Senwosrer [1I, the Middle Kingdom forts in Lower enclosure walls were imegular in f‘“‘“!"‘e and were provided with
Fig. 18 Nubia achieved their final form. This invelved a massive building : massive spur walls dominating their location; on level gml:lnd_lhcy wire
programme that saw the erection of new forts, such as Uronar and roughly recrangular. Where the natural seting did not sufhice for protec- i
perhaps the Upper Fort at Mirgissa, and the enlargement of other forts tion, the enclosure walls, with their bastions, fortified gates, and draw- Fig 19
that had been built as early as the reign of Senwosrer 1.2® These forts are bridges, were surrounded by a broad dutch protected by loopholed Higie-ta
among the most impressive monuments of the Middle Kingdom that ' ramparts on the inside and a glacis surmounted by a covered walkway
have survived into modem times. Their geographical distribution and on the outside. These defences were carefully arranged so thac archers

close similarities in design suggest that they were planned o function as could direct 2 crossfire that would cover all the approaches to the fort.
A space was also left free around the inside of the enclosure wall o
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facilitate its defence.?’ In their day, these foris must have been im.
pregnable and could have been defended by a small number of soldiers.
It has been suggested that their sophisticated design may have incor-
porated improvements that had been devised for fors that had been buile
i Egypr during the First Lntermediare Period, but of which few examples
have sarvived.

The interiors of the fors were .:L[r.mE:d o1 A gru:] p!an. The streets,
which 1an at right angles to the enclosure walls, were paved and pro-
vided with drains wo carry off accasional heavy rains. Secrions of the
fort were allocated for barracks, officers’ houses, workshops, store
rooms, and a governor's house that probably served as a royal residence
an the occasion of state visits. Any temples must have been of very
simple construcrion. While the mteriors of the fors were onginally laid
aut with geometrical precision, this symmetry was quickly modificd by

Fig 19 Beconstruction of the West Graze
- of the Middle Kingdom fareecss it Buben
_—dm {after Euery 1905 figote)

The Middle Kingdon

rebuilding, which was adapred to individual nieeds rather than conforms-
ing to a general plan. All of the forts were locared along the Nile and had
quays for unloading supplies as well as covered riversstairs that ensured

_a supply of water during sicge.

“The amount of living space inside the forts suggests thar the largest of
them did not have a garrison ot more than 300 soldiers and theie famulies ;=
however, several thousand soldiers and support stall must Jive been
stationed in the thireeen or mare forts that were occupied during the
Middle Kingdom; compared to an estimated C-Group population for
Lower Nubia of abour 1o,000.2¢ It is generally assumed thae all of
these soldiers came from Egypt, but Mubian recruits may have made up
part of the force.r* The funerary stelae from Buhen indicate that many
of the Egyptians who were stationed ac that fort came from the Theban
district. Thus they came from the pare of Egypt that most resembled
Nubia and an area in which Nubians had long been setded

Most forts appear to have possessed a few cautle and small plots of
Jand that supplied dairy products and fresh vegetables for the garnsom.

It is also possible that meat, dairy products, and grain were req wisitioned

wfram the local populition, althougharis unbikely thatsutficient su r]:l]u_'suﬁ;

were produced in Lower Nubia to make this an impontant or reliable
source of provisions., Most food was probably despatched 1o thie forts
from government warchouses in Egypr. This must have required
considerable organization and employed many ships and men full nme,

In addition w guard duty and keeping watch over the adjcent
deserts, the men occupying the forts had to load and unload ships,
conduct donkey trains through the caarace region, and haul ships
around the rapids. On the desert plain north of Mirgissa, the French
Archacological Mission found the remains of a mud shipway about
3 metres wide and 2 kilometres long that the Egyptians had used to drag
boats around the worst of the Kabuka Rapids. The prings of bare human
feer and of boat keels were visible in the dried mud.*7 The fors also
manufactured military equipment. In the armoury at Mirgissa, Ver
coutter excavared stone lasts on which hide shields bad been siretched
and shaped. The stone javelin points and cresceni-shaped arrowheads
found there were alsa probably produced locally, using stone imparted
from Egypt.:* It is unknown whether the shields were manufactored

only for local use ar if surplus ones went to supply the army m Egypr.
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The Middle Kingdom

Besides the soldiers, boatmen, construction workers, and quarrymen
must have constituted a sizable floating population wavelling between
Egypt and Nubia,

Five forts were butlt within sight and signalling distance of one
another 1o command Egypt’s southem frontier. The largest and most
important of these forts was an L.shaped strucrure thar a lae Middle
Kingdom papyrus informs us was called ‘Khakaure (Senwosrer 1) is
powerful’.# It was built on a rocky eminence on the west side of the
Semna Rapids. Opposite it, on the east bank of the river and on whar
sometimes may have been an island, was the much smaller foriress
of Kumma {called *“Warding off the Bows’). It too was built on a
racky eminence. These two forts commanded the river and could block
any movement northward along the shore, Semna South (*Subduer of
Nubia"), a lurge recrangular enclosure onthe-west bink-abour a kilo-

mere south of Semna, seems to have been used in citinection with—

military expeditions and for preparing trading convoys from the south
far the overland journey o Mirgissa.'® Uronara (*Repelling the lnu™)
was 4 fort of modest dimensions built on a rocky island just north of
Semna, while Shelfak ('Curbing the Countries”) was a sull smaller
one atop a high nearby hill along the west bank. Farther north, in the
lonely region between Shelfak and Mirgissa, there was at least one other
forr, on the island of Askur.?® Also apparenty of Middle Kingdom
date was a fortified brick wall over 4.5 kilomemes long, which ran
parallel to the east bank of the river between Semna and Uronarti.
Mirgissa, which is on the west bank of the MNile ar the head of the
formidable Kabuka Rapids, was the largest of the Nubian foris. The
Upper For, which was located on a high eminence overlooking the
Nile, was a large rectangular stwructure with a double retaining wall
on the three landward sides. Along the river to the north was a sprawling,
partially fortified sertlement equipped with extensive port facilities, This

—appears.to have been a large trading senlement. Vercoutter has provision:
__ally dated the founding of the lower town tothe reign of Senwosret [

~and-the-constiiciion of the Upper Fort to Senwoster T Mirgissa is
wdenrified as being the fortress of Tken that was the pn:scribcd destination

of all Nubians who-were-allowed 1o pass notth of Semna to wrade or’
- meerwirEgyprian-officials?? Mirgissa was thus the principatentepotfor

rading with Kush and s size reflects the importance of this rade.

The Mirddle Kingdom
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The small fort of Dabenarn on an island opposite Mirgissa may never
have been finished or occupied.® This may be becavse, following the

securing ol the Semna frontier, the defence of more northerly steerches of

the tiver became less important. The northernmost of the Cararact
Forts was Buhen, located just south of the long-abandoned Egypuian
Old Kingdom serdement, This fort was of considerable administranive
importance and being located just below the Second Catarace was the
key link between the Cararact Forts and Egypr. By the reign of Sen-
wostet 111 the senlement ar Kor, close o Buhen, had doubled in size
and strerched for about goo metres along the river. The growth of this
serlement also seems to indicate the increasing economic as distinet from
military importance of the Cararact region. Between Kor and Mirgissa
_is the island forress-of Dorginaru which may or may not date from the
Middle Kingdom.

The Cataract Forts wo the north of Shelfak wete linked by a series of
lookours and signalling posts. These were all locared west of the Nile
and were manned by relays of soldiers sent out from neighbouring
forts, One important lookout was atop the Rock of Abu Sir, which
domimared the Second Caarace. les signal fire was visible from both
Bulien and Mirgissa. On the plain to the north, lookouts were located
arop isolated desert bures. While some of the seniry posis could have
given the forts advance notice of the arrival of merchane ships or donkey
caravans, others can only have been used 1o watch for enemies who might
iy w0 circumvent the Egyptian fortresses by wravelling through the
desere, 14

The Cararact Fors were an important link in a cading neework that
secured prized luxury goods for the Egyprian state. All of the forts with
the possible exception of Kumma were locared either on the west bank
of the river or on 1slands. Yer the adjacent Western Desert appears to
have supported no significant nomadic population at this tme while the
east bank, which was the home of the Medjay, was left unfornfied. This

suggests thar the Egyprians had linle interest-in building fors wo curb

the MfL{jJ}f in this region cven rhmlgh we know from texts thar the

Egypiians ku:P[ warch over the larer's movements. Nor could the local
C.Group alone have posed a threat requining such elaborate defences,

Mevertheless 1t 15 difficult w0 accept Adams’ suggestion thar these
fors were nmn:h.- another ux.‘tmptc of the ‘maenal hyperorophy which is

TJIE:' Middle K."r{qdur}r

typical of Egyptian civilization’, mn other wu:rrqis., plorified customs
posts.>* Barly in the Twellth Dynasty the Egyptians ]mfi pencerated
beyond Kerma, which was Pn’!h.lH}' the centre of the hnslu:.r SLafe,
It is not known whether they were secking o annex Kush or to ehiminate
murual enemies who were interfering with rrade routes. Yer, despue the
profitable and apparentdy amicable mading relaionship that '_‘l"“"c'“FFd'
the strength of the Kushite state may have caused the Egyptians to lear
thar the Acer that brought made goods north © Then nught some day
bring a Kushite army.- They may also have feared chat s Kushie ruler
might iy 10 sow disaffection among the C-Group.of Lower Nubia and
tempt them to rally 1 his colours, Thusa well defended border pm.b.:i:]}
“seemed 1o be the best way of ensuring the safery of Lower Nubia. In
view of the marked concem that the Pharaohs of the Middle Kingdom
“exhibited lhr'p'rn-r_[i:ct_lr'aé all of Egypt's frontiers, it was not out of chiracter
for them o have reacted energetically to the threat char they believed was
posed by a powerful polity in northern Dongols, This cautious .u[s.md:-
fvay also explam why the ruler of Kush was listed among tI1E' enemiss s
potential enemies of the Pharach in the *Execravion Texts af the lare
Middle Kingdom. The purpose of these texts was magically w counter
act the power of the Pharaoh’s enemies.+®
An ambivalent atitude rowards the Mubians is alse expressed i the
""JI&.:}} Stelac” that Senwaosret 111 erected at Semna and Uronart in
liis sixceenth regnal f-,'-:.’u. On these selae, Senwosrer boases of the w r.1k..—
ness of his Nubjan foes and of his victories in the south. Posteriry 15
warned, however, that while the Nubians will withdraw in the face of a
strong and decermined adversary they will be quick take advantage of
any weakness on the part of the Egypuians. Senwosret's hullfﬁ are urged to
remain vigilant and o maintin the Semna boundary i they wish o
validate themselves as rulers of Egypt.7 il
Morth of the Cataract zone, the Egypouns constructed 2 series ol
widely separated forts, most of which appear w Ef.u-u hcm_ l:_'ulll.;_rl;lh:l.{
with the protection and provisioning of river waffic. The first of these
forts was located at Serra, on the steeply sloping east bank of the river.
This fort contained a basin that allowed ships to dock wathin s walls. 2
Its name 'Repressing the Medjay" suggests that one of s funcuons was
to guard the adjacent strerch of shoreline against artacks by paseoralists
from the Eastern Desere. A small fore equipped with a stone quay was

[ g a7
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found alongside the now dried-up west channel of the Nile opposite
the former Island of Faras. This fort was probably called Tnk-towe
('Embracing the Twe Lands’).® Farther north chere was a large
rectangular fort on the west bank of the Nile ar Aniba and another ar
Ilr.ku_ Built on level ground, these fors dominared the principal
fertile plains in Lower MNubia, which were also major centres of C.
Group population. The tors as well as the districts in which chey were
located were called Miam-and Bakisespectively. The strong landward
defences of these fors suggest that they were concerned less with con-
tolling surrounding rervitory than with securing the safery of the river.

A few kilomewes south of Tkkur, on the east bank of the river, was
the formess gf;ll_ubﬂ_which, as we have already noted, was associated
with mining operatons in the Wadi el-Allagi. These mining opera-
tons probably required military procection o ward off interference by
the Medjay. Egypuan texis list owo other forts, at Bigeh and Aswan.
These served as conrrol poines for mansporting poods past the Firse

The Middle Kingdom

Cararact and for the protection and exploitation of the Aswan quarries.

No mote evidence of fortifications was found ar Toshka West for
the Middle Kingdom than for the Old Kingdom. Presumably this was
because there was linle if any nomadic populanon w hinder Egypuian
operations in the Western Desert at cither period. Two sandstone
stelae indicate that there must have been a depot at Toshka for provision.
ing the expeditions to the dinrite quarries. The longer of the inseriprions
records that, in the fourth year of Amenemher 11, the reporter Horember
came to ferch stone. He was accompanied by a work force made up of
guardsmen, officials, lapidarics, quarry experts, workmen, and over

1oo0 donkeys.4®

THE C-GROUP UNDER EGYPTIAN
Egyptian raids, and the eliminacion of the Nubians conol of Mile
Valley trade, are assumed to account for the disappearance of the
A.Group. Unlike the Terminal A-CGroup, the C-Group people do not
appear to have become heavily dependent on food imported from Egypt
during the First Intermediate Perind; hence they were not disrupred
by the reassercion of Egyptian domination in the Middle Kingdom,
Morcover, the moderate policies by which the eacly Pharaohs of the
Twelfth Dynasty established their authority in Egype probably inclined
them to attain their ends in Nubia in as gende a manner as possible,
Chief among their purposes was once again to enjoy 4 monopoly over
trade with Kush, Thus they did not seck to control Lower Nubia by
exterminating, driving out, or deporting its nanive inhabtans. Inswead,

they established a series of forts to pratect their frontiers and lines of

communication and to allow them o faciliate their explosaton of the

Eastern Desert,
It appears that Bietak's C.Group Ib culture lasted well o the

[Mare 2g

TR ATION

period of Egyptian occupation before it evolved o hus 11a culture.

In phase Ila the superstructures of graves were broader and lower than

before:-Grave pits were mostly rectangular and sometimes were Tined
and covered with large stone slabs. Bodies wese gencrally flexed on their

right side facing narth or west. Hemispherical bowls continued 1o be
made of black-topped and blackeincised wares, although some of the
bowls now had Aattened botoms. Globular redware pots were added
to the repertoire of native vesscls, These were often incised with geo-
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metrical or naturalistic designs around the shoulder. Potery figurines.
representing women and cartle were also buried with the dead.4

Most C.Group seulements of the Middle Kingdom consisted of
houses partly buile of dry stone walls. In level IT of the sratified Nubian
village site at Aniba, the German excavators discovered a seulement
dating from the Middle Kingdom. It contained semi-subterranean
houses, the lower parts of which were formed of upright stone slabs
chinked with mud and smaller stones. Two types of dwelling were
present: single-room circular seructures and agglomerations of curvilinear
rooms. In the circular houses, the roof was supported by a complex
structure of beams that eliminated the need for a centre pole and the
entrance was through a small anteroom that cut off a direct view into the

Figo 2z Plan and recons
itrected section of cradar
Traaise from fewel 11 of the
CeGoronp willige ar
cliiba, Lower Nubin. Ap-
proxinarely twe of Midile
Kiggdowm [ afees Steindurff

B el bycha s lune walls Tebearile ‘
fgrd Bposifioies G voudan ke 5, 2
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interior. One of these houses was 6 metres in diameter and enclosed
three hearths arranged in a straight line. Hence not all of the circular
structures were granaries.*: The agglomerated houses were up 10 17
metres long and contained as many as eight rooms. Silos and tethering
posts for domestic animals were found within these houses. Similar
house types occur elsewhere in Lower Nubia. Villages do not appear o
have been large. House units were arranged in no particular order and
often were located some distance from one another. Both the round and
apglomerated houses appear 1o have been inhabited by extended families.

No unusually large or elaborately buile houses have been found thar
could be mterpreted as the residences of chiefs; nor are there any obvious

| “shitines or temples. While some graves are more claborate than others,
there is no distinet cleavage between rich and poor ones and no special
cemeterics or parts of cemeteries were reserved for the interment of
“people of high staws. This suggests that the C-Group J'L‘m{l!‘.lm‘.l an

| egalitarian, wibal sociery in. which status differences were not expressed
in terms of a distinct lifeseyle. It is not surprising that more differences can
be observed among graves than among houses, since it i narmal
tribal societtes for status 10 be reflected more in honours accorded 1o the
dead than in privileges claimed by the living.4!

No fundamental restructuring of C-Group sociery can be correlated
with the T'welfth Dynasty occupation of Lower Nubia. Some Nubians
were made to wash gold and all of them may have had w pay axes
m kind, although there 5 no solid evidence for this. 44 Given dhe small
amount of grazing land i Lower Nubia, 1 s unhkely chat 1 caule
tax was of any economic importance o Egypr.t! On the whole, the

_CGroup do not appear to have been severely exploied by the Egyprians
_and the archacological evidence indicates no reluctance on their pan ©
—settle near the Egyptian forts,

The amount of Egyprian goods in C-Group cemeteries had begun to
decline already in the Eleventh Dynasty as a result of the restoration of 2
state managed economy and a slackening demand for foreign mercenanes
in Egypt. The dearth of such goods i graves datng from the Middle
Kingdom suggests the absenee of close economic or social tes berween
the occupanss of the Egypuian fous and the C-Group. Most of the
Mubians’ clothing was made of locally produced leather; according 1o
the evidence of burials, men wore a kily, sandals, and a cap. Cloth 15

b e
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normally found only as a wrapping for occasional copper mirrors.
Stone adzes were common and most jewellery was locally made from

shell. bone, o stone; the shells ogcasionally coming from as far away as

the Red Sca. Egypuan farence beads were not uncommon but metal
sbijects, and especially metal weapons, occur rarely. A pauciy of

Egypuian potiery vessels also indicates thar less food was being abamed

from the Egypuians than in the First Intermediate Peciod 40
MNevertheless, the C-Group benefired from an imposed mntertribal
peace and from the protection thar the Egyptians offered them against
raids from the Easten Desert. There appears 1o have been a significant
increase in the number of archacological sites at this ime.s7 There also
appears to have been a real though not spectacular increase in prosperity.
Modes improvements in the complexity of C-Group culure, as
wimessed by the claboration of pottery and burial types during the
Middle Kingdom, suggest an cconomy that was able to provide more

rather than less for-exch-individual than- had been the case previously.”

The construction of more elaborate houses may also indicate less scasonal
movernent than in the past as well as a greater sense of security.

The increasing C-Group population must have depended on ex
panded agriculwral production. Yer whatever increase was achieved
by the C-Group occurred within the limitations of Aoodplain culdiva.
tion. Soils requiring any form of irrigation were sull being avoided and
the overall distribution of sites ar this period closely resembles thar of the
AGroup. Possibly there were fewer sites in the far north, bur the same
concentrations of sites in the Dakka, Aniba, and Faras arcas can be
observed for the two cultures.® The large cemeteries in the major
centres also indicate the longevity of these communities.

The Egyptian occupation of Lower Nubia would surely have

“iiereased the affluence and prestige of headmen who lived close o the
Sforresses, had the Egypuians chosen 1o employ such men to-mediate

relations berween-the C.Group and the occupying forces. That this
sort of headman cannot be tecognized in the archaeological record
aceords with the general lack of evidence of significant interaction
between the Egyptians and the C-Group. On the contrary, the Egyptiin

| occupation_appears to_have inhibited the development of marked
ieconomic and social - differences within the C-Group. While the |

populanion increased, they remained an cgalitanian, tribal sociery cur

TJIH’ Mﬁf:z’!'.:' KFI'H‘j"LfaUH

off from Egyptian influences rather than exposed 1o them. [n this
wespect, the C-Group of the Middle Kingdom stands - marked
contrast to the Classic and Terminal A-Group people who had inumae
commercial ties with Upper Egypt. If one purpose of the Cauract
Forts was to eliminate contact between the C-Group and polically
more developed societies to the south, this seltificanon may have been
the result of deliberate Egypuian policy.

(s
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stairs of Middle Kingdom forts descend to present low-water, while
high-water docking facilivies at Mirgissa and elsewhere are at the same
level as modern ones. Evidence suggests, however, that there may have
been greater variability than ar present in Nile levels during the lace
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It is clear thar there was a succession of extraordinarily high Nile
floods between 1840 and 1770 8C. Many annual high-water marks are
recorded in a series of inscriptions that were carved on both banks of the

Fig. 23 Crassesection of the lower enid of the plavis at Semert Sentlt (afeer Vereantter
L, - L1
1y - fig, 1)

Plate 1o Mile above the Semna Cataract. Mose of these inscriptions date from the : _ -y
reign of Amenembet 111, but there are others from the reigns of Amenem- and that the protective stone footngs around some at the TortS farther
het IV and Queen Sobeknefru, the last ruler of the Twelfth Dynasty, n.ur!h had o be s[rcngthmud.'. There 15 no arch?mlogtr.ﬂ evidence [.h.J[
and SckhemresKhutowe and Sekhemkare, the first kings of the cither these .::xtr.wrdu'l;m].}' h_lgl" ﬂ‘l:'m{s ”’_':h'-"r 5”1'-'5‘-"4”_““ Tecession
Thisteenth Dynasty. These inscriptions record floods thar are on an adversely affected the native |n|1u|:>1t:m1_s. of .anur Nubia. E*’!":"""s‘:l'
average 8 merres higher than those of modern umes. While it was once unde.r A SIong l:cn[rail gU‘-‘EETIH]EI‘lI,.["IL‘ l‘.g}'puam‘_ seem o have adjusted
believed that the difference could be accounted for in terms of subsequent —ta-this cycle of ecological r:hﬂllg'“'-'mﬂ_ffd’ the rets o A’mcnu:rnh'et' L2
erosion of the Semna Cararact, it has been necessary to discard this awas.probably the most prosperous _F""“”"i of the {"1“:]':[’]“:.1\'“15"!“"1'
interpretation. Apart from the adverse gological arguments, an in. It was once thought that !ull:llﬁvmg the ¢nd .ni.thu I'welfth Dynasty,
seription at Askut, downstream from Semna, records a similar highs e 1786 B.C, Egypt f"ﬁ‘““d a political collapse similar “—"_fh*“ experienced
water level in the third regnal year of Sekhemkare.® at the end _nf‘th:: Sixcth Dynasty. [t now appears th:-u for over a century

These high Aoods damaged Egypian-installasions in_Nubia, The the a”tl“-’”'ffl" ':"rfh': central government persisted, in spitc of the rapid

glacis of the fort at Semna South was overwhelmed by a sile deposic over pace at which kings succrcu.:l::d skl another, The T‘['”_"d'”dﬁ _”'lj T"""'lﬁh

Fip. 23 & metres deep, laid down in the waters impounded behind the Semna Dynasty court art were maintained and rny:nl building REHNI e
Cataract. ! Ancient fields 6 to 7 metres above present high-water level at ”“dmﬂl‘fﬂl nVACIONS: PEiT of Eg}'pt_. Yet it wis not long betore the
Shelfak and Uronarti probably date from this period, while the founda- town of }{.{]15 became [I]H." capual of a SCCESSIONISE Stte that was o
tions of the fort ac Dabenarti, which is located in @ less constricted enaice unt1} st the swamplands of the western Delta, By
pottion of the valley, are waterworn § metres above present high-water. 1720, _-ﬂl'ﬁi“:ﬁ- n the casietn Delea, '*_*“15“‘3"-“'-“'511?"'-"-'! L"}'I‘i“' Hyksos, “ﬂ_"“
At Mirgissa the lower town was severely Aood damaged up 0 6 merres of Asiatic origin whus{: il Egyptissull highly controversial.
above what had been the high-water level earlier m the Middle Kingdom. E'!"_ L1674, under K’I“g f"l_hmr the Hyksas were able to occupy the
It is also possible thar the harbour at Serra East was silted up at this time Middle Kingdom capital, Iitowe., The Thisteenth Dynasty continued
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until 1633, apparently in the persons of Upper Egyptian princes who
ity were subordinate 1 the Theban rulers of the Seventeenth
Dynasty. The latcer were to reunite Egypr ¢, 1575 8¢, thereby bringing
1o an end the Second Intermediate Period.*

THE HETREAT FROM LOWER NUB1A

s
-

+ Although there are no references w major Egyptian activities in Nubia

| after the reign of Senwosret 111, the garrisons in Lower Nubia seem o

have been maintained in good order untl well into the Thirteenth

Dynasty. While the Semna high-water records stop early i the'|
" Thineenth Dynasty this apparently resulted from the cessation of ultra
high foods rather than from any weakening of Egypiian control. A7
steane plaque bearing the name of King_Khastk|'.n:_n‘|r+_:chiErhu:ut::p_l

(1740-1730 Bc)has been found at Buhen and a rock inscripton
appears to attest his visit to the First Cataract, A statue of his brother and
successor, K haneferre-Sobekhotep that was found on Argo Island may
have been carried there during the Second Intermediate Period from
ane of the Second Cataract fors.® It is possible, however, that a militiry
expedition pushed as far south as Sai Island late in the Middle Kingdom.?
The power of the Egyptian central government extended ac least o
Semna unnl . 1720, Surviving despatches sent from Semna to the

—izier.in charge of the Far-South region of Egypt early in the Thirteenth

Dynasty indicate that a careful warch was being kept on the pastoralists

of the Eastern Desert, who-sought- assistance at Semna in times of

droughe.®

After 1720, the forts south of Aswan suffered from varying degrees of

unchecked Hiﬁ?:idati:m, although there 15 evidence for the sporadic or
continuous occupation of some of them, According to Emery, Buhen
remained ‘2 more or less gigantic ruin untl the reconquest of Nubia®
in the Eighteenth Dynasty.¥ Some forts, such as Buhen, also appear to
have been burned during the Second Intermediate Period. Arkell has
argued that the C.Group conunued to resent the Egypuian occupation
throughout the Middlé Kingdom and took advantage of Egyptian
weakness to destroy ther stongholds.’® Emery suggested that it was the
Kushites who captured these forts and set fire to them.'" Adams points
_out thar the evidence is insufficient w prove that any of these forts was

taken hy storm and he doubis thar they could lave been unless most ﬂf'_

The Kerma Ascendancy

their garrisons had already been withdrawn. Some fires may have been
set.deliberarely by the recreating Egypuians.'?

It is possible thar the Egypuian garrisons i Nubia were recalled o
help the Egyptian government cope with the onslaught of the Hyksos.
Alternatively; the waning power of the Thirceenth Dynasty may have
left these garrisons to fend for themselves, Without regular supplies from
Egypt, it would have been impossible for these farts ro operate noemally.
Many soldiers may have chosen 1o retrn o Egypr, while others con-
tined to live in or near the abandoned forts perhiaps engaging, when
circumstancs allowed, in the wade that went on between Kush and
Egypt. This remnant populacion ‘may account for the considerable

number of ‘Egyptian graves' that have been auribured w the Second

Intermediate Period i Lower Nubia. These led Rewsner to belfeve thit

il country had been overrun by a wave of Egypuan sertlers seeking

refuge from Hyksos domination.'s It may be descendants of these
soldiers who were the Egyptians living at Buhen late in the Second
Intermediate Period. It may also be through their intermarriage and
closer commercial contacts with the indigenous people, that Egypran
customs were mereasingly to mfluence the C-Group.

The decline of Egyptian power in Lower Nubia correlates wiily the
growing influence of Kush, whose capital during this period was
almost certainly ar Kerma, Abour 2 kilometres east of the Nile, on
the edge of the Kerma Basin, Reisner excavated the Western Deffufa
(a Nubian erm for any promment brick ruin). This was an almost
solid mud brick structure 52 metres long, 26 merres wide, and sull
standing 19 metres high, Inside this structure, was @ narrow stairway
evidently leading to a platform at the top. Two additions lad later been
buile against the east face of the building; one of which contained two
small rooms entered at ground level and rwo vertical shafts with no

horizontal openings. The brickwark and timber bonding was clearly
__Egypian-in character and closely-resembles that of the-Mrddirfemgdom_

forts. Around the base of the Deffufa was a warren of rectangular
brick rooms. These rooms appear to have been rebuilt several umes and
some anteedared the Deffufa, They _g_gp_t_,'!j_md_atmw-mLdr—partcrr':fﬁ':cl's'

of Egyptian-erigin-as-well-as-raw-marerials and-urrfinished —prodoes—

K ERMA
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which indicated that_poteery, faience, mica-ormaments, and beads of

glazed quartzite,-camelian, and ostrich shell had been manufacured—

there. Over 565 seal impressions were recovered that apparently-had—
been affixed 1o containers arriving from Egypt-—Seme of these scalings.
bore the names of Mayebre Sheshi and Yakubher, the first two rulers of
the Fifteenth or ‘Grear Hyksos' Dynasty. Reisner notes thar around the
Deffufa complex there were wI&csptmcl traces of occupation, although
no remains of identifiable structures were located elsewhere. The
Dieffufa was probably located in the centre of a sprawling town con-

_sisting mostly of reed houses and windscreens, '

Reisner interpreted the Western Deffufa as the fortfied residence of an
Egyptian ‘Governor General’ of Upper Nubia in the Middle Kingdom.

The Kerma Ascendancy

Junker objected that ar most it could have held fifty w one hundred
men, that it had no source of water to withstand a siege, and that it was
separated from the nearest large Egyptian fort by a grear distance.'s As
the essentially nonemilitary natwre of the Deffufa was acknowledged, i
became fashionable to describe it as an Egypuan trading post, established
under the protection of the King of Kush. Even more recently i has
been suggested that the Deffufa was not Egyprian at all bue pan of the
palace of the King of Kush. lts construction may have been supervised
by Egyptian craftsmen, who are known to have been employed by the
Kushite rulers late in the Second Intermediate Period. '

Much that was produced at Kerma was heavily influenced by
Egyptian techniques of manuficture and design and has been inters
preted by Reisner and others as local manifestations of Egypuan cultre.
The upper classes at Kerma greatly admired Egypuian culture and had
manufactured for their own use acceprable imitations of Egypuan
furniture, jewellery, weapons, and even architecture. Yet much that was
manufactured ar Kerma belongs w0 an indigenous culrural wadiion.
Their coarse utility ware and the polished black bowls with whue-

filled decoration have much in common with the C-Group pouery of

Lower Nubia. The most common luxury ware was an elegant black-
topped pottery with a lustrous finish, extremely thin walls, and sharp
rims. The lower exterior of this ‘Kerma Ware” was deep red and was
generally separated from the black upper pare by an irregular strip that

was metallic white in colour. Kerma Ware occurs in a wide variery of

designs including open bowls, wlipsshaped beakers, and elegandy
spouted vessels, It was so carefully made that Reisner wrongly concluded

that it was shaped on 1 potter’s wheel.'? Pouery of dhis sort was produced

in vast quantities and appears o have been-prized elicwhere, sometimes

“oecurring in non-Kerma gravesin LowesMNubiaand Egypr. Copper

vessels duplicate the shapes of the local pottery and the copper daggers, of
which over 130 were found ar Kerma, are distnet local vananis al
standard Egyptian ones. While the design and carpentry of beds are
typically Egypuian, the footboards were inlaid with ivory in what
appears to be a local style. Likewise, many of the mica figures that were
sewn onto caps are clearly not Egyptian in design.'* Although many
of these items have been interpreted as products of Egyptian craftsmen
accommadating themselves to local tastes, it is equally possible thac local
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craftsmen acquired Egypian techniques of manufacure and used them
w produce goods adapted to their own cultral idiom. No Egyprian
graves have been found at Kerma o indicate the presence of a sizable
colony of Egypuan artisans.

Adams has suggested that the Western Deffufa was an enormous
tower that permiteed palace officials to watch the river for the arrival of

{wrading convoys.'s The abundance of ivory at the site supports the
proposal that Kerma was the major collection point for raw materials. |
from the south and the entrepot from which these materials were sent=

north through the Bamn el-Hagar © be waded with the Egyprians. A
Kerma Aeet may be represented by the boats depicted in the fragmentary
wall paintings that adorn the funcrary chapels in the Kerma cemerery.
While much of the metal and faience goods that were manufactured
around the Western Deffufa was intended for the use of the court,
humbler items were probably made to be exchanged for raw materials
with tribesmen living to the south.

The Kerma Ascondane }

The most detailed information about Kerma sociery wis recovered
from the Eastern Cemetery, located on a low nse about 1 kilometres
cast of the Western Deffufa. This cemetery covers an area 1.5 kilometres
long and 0.8 kilometres wide. Although only the southern edge of the
cemetery has been systematically excavated, most graves consisted of oval
or rectangulat burial chambers dug intwo the haid subsoil and covered
with low circular carth wmuli. Bodies were mterred 0 a Hexed posioon,
on their right sides facing north. The principal burials rested on an
angareeb or native MNubian bed, were covered with a hide, and supplied
with a headrest and a pair of sandals. In addiion w toilec a riieles and
pottery vessels contamning food and drink, slaughtered rams were buried
with the dead and somerimes 1 row of ox skulls was arranged around
the perimeter of the wmulus, Mose of the Targer graves m the southern
part of the cemetery also contained one or mare sactificed human
retainers.

Eight exceprionally large tumuli were located i a row along the
southemn edge of the cemetery. These ranged up 1o o metres m diamerer
and the largest were internally reinforced by a series of low mud brick
walls running at right angles to a central corridor, Some of these mounds

Fig. #6 Kermia pattery; 1-12, 14 blacketapped wire; 13 prodishid vod ware; 43,000,007
black polished foctsed qware with white vucrstation fafter Emery 1905 fg: 51 nd
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ments fram Kerma {after foker 1932 and
P Rersner 1923h)

were paved over with a mud brick skin and had a conical stone placed on
thew summit. Reisner believed that the largest umulus (K 1) was the
aldest and dated it to the reign of Senwosret I In this mound, he found
pant of a lifesize statue of Djefaihapi (Hepzifa), Prince of Assine, and
another complete one of his wife Sennuwy. Djefaihapi is known to
have lived in the reign of Senwostét I- Reisner decided thar Djefaihapi
had come south as an Egypuian Governor and been buried ar Kerma,
largely in accordance with local rites. He also assumed that the highly
developed arts and crafts cvidenced in this tomb resulted from the
recent arrival of skilled artisans from Egypr, whose skills degenerated as
larer cumuli were constructed, 22

Save-Soderbergh has demonstrated thar wmulus K 111 cannot date
from the reign of Senwosret 1, since it also contained a lid inscribed with

The Kerma ;‘*h‘{':’m:'m.!:'}'

Fig, 28 K NI, the largest of the royal teonili ar Kerwa {after Reisner tg2qa - plan X 17

the name of Amenemhet 111 and an ivory wand and scarabs.dating.-

from the Second Intermediate Period.?! It is now believed that many of
the statues of Egyptian-kings and officials of the Middle-Kingdom.that

were found in K 111 and other umuli were booty tha the Kushires.

carried-off -from-Egyptian sites_in_Lower Nubia and passibly-from-

farther north. O’ Connor has suggested that some of the [arge statues

LN |
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Fig ry K X, another of the farge Kern tonmeld {afeer Beiswer rgzza: plan XX1)

that appear to come from Middle Egypr (such as those of Djefaihapi
and his wile) may have been gifts from Hyksos kings to their Kushite

trading partners,* while other stames could- h;ue"hEEﬁ_;E;j-&Eﬂ"Hf' 5

I:gwmutmu:v:hmﬁ- to-the admiring riiless of Flerma, 16 5eems ﬁkci}'
that all of the great Kerma tumuli dare from the Second Intermediate
Period, thar the largest of them were the Tatest, and thar the scandard of

The Kerma ,‘{j'r:‘im'u‘m'].-

local crafis was improving rather than declining throughout this period.
Each of the large tumuli contained a mud brick burial chamber. In
at least one of these, the body of the dead ruler was laid out on 2 bed
made of glazed quartz; in another the bed was of slae. Although
these chambers were all badly plundered, luxury goods, ncluding.
model ships made from stone and faience, hint at the opulence of the -
Tncerments. Beside the main burial chamber there was u large room,
which i three tombs took the form of a central cornidor traversing the
diameter of the tumulus. These contained the skeletons of up 0 400
human beings who had been buried alive in them. Their bodies were
accompanied by few arcefaces and many wete of women who may
have been part of the royal harem. The largest umuli also contained as
many as 100 subsidiary graves. These had been dug mo the mmul ac
various times subsequent wo the principal interment. Most of them were
rectangular pits, but n K I crosswalls were run berween support walls
within the mmulus o form small brick chambers. Each “subsidiary
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grave contained rich furnishings and a few human sacrifices. Around
the main wmuli were ‘minor’ ones, nevertheless ranging w over 43
metres in diameter. It is likely that coun officials who personally served
the king were eventually interred m the same tumulus with him, while
important members of the nobiliy and officials who were less close 1o
the king were buried in their own adjacent tumuli.

Two massive mortuary chapels were associated with the royal umuli.
Both contained two long, narmow chambers that communicated by i
single entrance to the outside. Although the brickwork was typically
Egyptian, the single row of pillass running the length of each room s
unparalleled in Egyptian architecture, which was dominated by a love
of bilateral symmetry. Both structures may have had a second storey and
one was faced with large blocks of sandstone. Fragments of a large
cule statue were found m one of the chapels and the interiors of both were
decorated with paintings showing human and animal acavity. Although
generally Egyptian in style, these scencs are distinctive in terms of
themes and the arrangement of figures, Small square chambers, alse
believed 1o be funerary chapels, were found near the south sides of a few
mitor tumuli,

The great mmuli in the Kerma cemetery suggest a centralized
monarchy, while many of the sacrificed retainers found in these and
lesser graves were probably slaves. The occurrence of the latter in such
large numbers suggests thar warfare may have played an important role
in Kerma’s trading operations, It is significant, however, that che difs
ference between the largest and humblest tombs s primartly-one of
seale and thiar, contrary to the practice in historic Egype, tombs af all—
sizes are jumbled together in the same cemetery. Thus Adams is correct

when he pomis out that, while there were marked differences in wealth

and access fo labour services among the freemen of Kerma, there is no
evidence of sharply delincated social classes. Ties of kinship and carlier
tribal associations may have remained strong; preventing-full-develap.”
ment of a ¢lass based society.*!

Although the large umuli’ along the southern edge of the Kerma
cemetery date from the Second Intermediate Period, it is possible that
the unpublished and largely unexcavated graves in the northern pare of
the cemetery are earlicr. If so, this suggests that the power of the king and
the development of the Kerma culure reached their apex late in the
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Second Intermediate Penod.?* One indicanon of the growing power
and ostentation of the upper classes in the laner period is the increasing
incidence of retamer sacrifice both ar Kerma and in less importint
cemeteties. Although retiiner sacrifice i high status burals had
apparently died out in Egypt by the end of the Early Dynistic Period,
it 15 evidenced in Mubia in Meroite tmes and survived on 2 munor seale
among tribal groups in the Sudan unal early i the present cenry, At
Kerma, the development of greater social complexity led, on the one
hand, 1o the elaboration of indigenous customs such as tumulus bunals
and retainer sacrifice and, on the other, to the acquisiion of a veneer of
Egyprian material culture by the Kerma elite,

Although litele is known about the origin of the Kerma culwire, w
appears o have developed from the A-Group or some closely relared
culture in the Dongola area, Seylistically it s related o the CoCroup
culture of Lower Nubia and is pan of the C-Horizon described in the
last chapter. The Kerma culture is distnguished from other C-Herizon
cultures by its social complexity and by conconurant euliral elabora-
ton and refinement. Ac present i 15 unknown how far sowth of Argo
lsland the Kerma culture extended. To the north, e boeder beraween
the Kerma and C-Group cultures appears o have been ac Semna.
The sowhernmost C-Group cemetery 5 reported from Sams, 14
kilemetres north of Semmna, while 2 number of Kerma cemerenies are
located just south of the Egyptian border forts.?s What is nor known 15
whether an already existing ethnic frontier in the vicinity of Semna
helped to persuade Senwosrer I11 o establish his southern boundary
there or whether the boundary itself was a factor promating the differentia-
tion of the two cultures. A Kerma cemetery contining several hundred
graves has been excavated at Ukma in the Bam el-Hagar, while the
cemetery on Sai [sland may be as large as the one ar Kerma, There are
large tumuli in the Sar cemetery, although none are equal o the biggest
ones at Kerma. The graves and their contents are similar to the medium
range wmuli ar Kerma except for the rarity of retainer sacrifices; which
may indicate that they antedate the southem graves at Kerma.®

The scalings bearing the names of Hyksos rulers thar were found in
the rooms around the base of the Western Deffufa indicare thar carly in
the Fifteenth Dynasty extensive trade went on berween Kush and Lower
Egypt.:7 The pery ruless of Upper Egypr apparently were unable ro

L4
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interfere with this rade, which must have been of major importance to
the Hyksos. The latwer raded extensively with the counmis of the
castern Mediterranean and ivory and ebony were no doubt among the
products they exported. Nubia also may have traded gold to the Hyksos.
While it is unlikely thac the Kushites or the C-Group had the means to
exploic the gold fields of the Wadi el-Allagi, the Bamn el-Hagar may

have been of some importance as a producing area. The occumence of —

various types of Near Easternn-pouery at Kenma indicares that-goods

from these distane regions were making their way w Nubia for the first

me.<?
Monumental inscriptions bearing the names of the laeer Hyksos

kings, Khyan and his sucCessor Aweserre Apopi, have been lound qe

Gebelem i Upper Egyptv This suggests that they too werd in a
position io carry on trade with Kuesh and chat the Gilure o find cheir
sealings at Kerma is probably the result of chance. On the basis of
hastorical evidence; s unlikely thae Kerma was abandoned w the Later
Hyksos perod as the resule of a Hyksos invasion,

KUBIA IN THE SECOND INTERMEDIATE PEREOD

There is no evidence that even a enuous Hyksos sovereigney ever
extended south of Aswan, The cessation of the Egyptian government's
conual of Lower Nubia, combined with the remoteness of the Hyksos
and their lack of knowledge abour the south, must have posed trading
problems that the Kushites had not faced before. Such Egypuan woops
as remained behind in Mubia were insufficent w maintain 2 large-scale
Aow of trade or 10 police the made routes as they had done previously.
Under these circumstances, the desire © maintain rade links with
Egypt, far mere than dynastic ambition, probably encouraged the
Kushite rulers o expand their influence northward. While the Kushites
may have extended their raids into Upper Egype, the Theban king was
in firm conteol of Aswan by the end of the Second Intermediate Period.
Yer, at that ume, cverything south of Aswan appears to have been
regarded as Kuoshiee remritory.4°

At Mirgissa, Vercouter excavated a Kerma cemetery and found
that the Upper Fort had been occupied by what appears to have been
a small band of Kushite pastoralists sometime between 1650 and 1 380.
No atempt had been made by them w mamniain or repair the fort.t!
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Buhen similarly remained in ruins bue there 15 evidence that W was
inhabited late in the Second Intermediate Period by Kushites and by
Egyptians who owed allegiance w the King of Kush. On a grave stela
an Egyptian official named Sepedhor boasted that he was 2 valian
Commandant at Buhen' who ‘bullt the temple of Horus, Lord of
Buhen, to the satisfaction of the ruler of Kush’.»* Honouring of the
local deity is proof of Kushite control over Buhen. Another siela from
Buhen records that an official named Ka was ‘a capable servant of the
ruler of Kush: who washed his feet in the waters of Kush i the retinue
of the ruler Nedjeh and returned safely to his family’. Ka evidertly
lived at Buhen and seems to have been recording a visit to Kerma on
official business. Two small Kerma cemeteries were found ar Saras
East, north of Shelfak, and seven graves below the lookour ar Abu
Sir.# North of the Second Cataract a subsiantial number of Kerma
burials were excavated at Aniba, while other graves have begn found
near the Egyptian fors at Quban, lkkur, and Buhen, m C.Group
cemeterics at Argin West, Debeira East, Faras East, Tomas, Medag,
Wadi el-Allagi, and Dakka, and in Egypr as far north as Abydos, 1

While Kushites may have stationed small garrisons in the viciny of

the Second Cararact and in or near the Middle Kingdom fortresses—

farther north, they do not appear to have colonized Lower Nubia or
atempted to hold the region by force. Many of the Kerma graves found
near the fortresses appear to be those of prosperous maders or resident
officials rather than of an occupying force. The Kushie monarch may
have controlled Lower Nubia largely by striking alliances with s
logal inhabitants; both C.Group and Egypuan, Because of the im-
portance of trade to the economy of this region, it was probably not
difficult for the Kushites and these groups to conclude alliances grounded
on mutual interest,

Although the Egyptian occupation of Lower Nubia officially may
have ended suddenly, the archaeological record suggess thar Egypoan
influence waned gradually in the lawer part of the Thirteenth Dynasty.
The chbing of Pharaonic power created new elements of risk for the
C.Group, yet the Second Intermediate Period was a time of un-
precedented prosperity for them. The popularion increased considerably
and Egyptian rade goods were prevalent,® Presumably, the people of
Lower Wubia were once more able o engige i made ot 0 ch.ugc'u'a]'];___
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on goods passing through their territory, a siwation that apparently
persisted even when the region was allied 10 Kerma or otherwise under
Jtsinfluence. Profis derived from this trade enhanced the status of local
chiefs and perhaps of entrepreneurs, producing an indigenous society
that economically and politically was considerably more complex than
it had been Tormédly, Tncreasing prosperity also encouraged the Egyprian-
izatioiof the C-Group, especially of the more prosperous and influential
clements, This process was probably assisted the restdent Egyprians,
who m[::v: -:radcﬂ and i.m;im& wi?h the Nu]EI;ans far more iﬁfiﬂmtely
than they had done during the Middle Kingdom. At the same time,
Kerma and Pan-Grave (Medjay) influences became noticeable, par-
ticularly m funerary customs. This indicates that long suspended
contacts with neighbouring peoples w the south and east had been
resumed. 57

C.Group graves of the Second Intermediate Period (Bietak’s [Ib

period) varied in seyle and complexity far more than they did previouslye—

The Kerma Ascendancy

The superstructures continued 1o be construeted of stone blocks, b
large ones were now up to 16 mewes in diameter and had rectangular
mud brick chapels on their east side. These large superstructures ocour
only in small numbers on the margins of C-Group cemeteries and
appear to cover the graves of headmen, Bodies were imterred in a semi-
flexed position on their right side, but now gencrally faced west rather
than nerth, In more claborate burials, the body was pliced in a cryp
built of rough stone slabs (as in the previous period) or in a small mud
brick chamber. The lawer was roofed with wood, stone slabs, or an
Egyptian style mud brick vault. The vaule normally projected above
ground level but was covered by the gravel fill of the superstructure.
Pottery was placed beside the corpse more frequently than before, An
occasional bed burial, as well as the growing ftequency with which
“gazelles, sheep, and other animals were placed in the grave, suggest
Kerma influence.. Similarly, ammal skuolls panted with patterns
red and black that occur among the offerings left in the graveschapels

Fig. 32 C-Croup pottery
af the Secomd Intermedrare
Beriod - 1=3 Mack incised
weare with encristed colour
J=5 rougl decarated aire

i cylindrical wessel af hard
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Fig. 33 Fortified late C+Group village at Wadk es-Sebua (after Sauneron 1965)

or around the perimeter of the superstructures indicare the borrowing of
Pan-Grave customs, Copper and bronze daggers and axes were buried
with the dead more frequently than during the Middle Kingdom, when
their sale to the C-Group may have been curtailed. Most of these weapons
of the late C-Group are of Egyptian rather than Kerma manufacture.
By contrast with the Kerma culwre, there is no evidence of retainer
sacrifice in connection with even the most important burials.

The trend towards larger and more substanual dwellings that was
noted for the C.Group during the Middle Kingdom continued into
the Second Intermediate Period. In some pars of Lower Nubia there
is also evidence of a concern for defence that may reflect the breakdown
of the Pax Aegyptia. At Wadi cs-Scbua, over one hundred tghtly
clustered houses-havé ticen dated 1o the end of the Thirteenth Dynasty-
Like carlier C.Group dwellings, the lower portions of these houses were
constructed of upright stone slabs and they consisted of round single
room dwellings and agglomerations of irregularly shaped rooms. The
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village was protected on the cast side by a cliff falling 1o the river and on
the other sides by a semi-circular perimeter wall built of rough stone
blacks. This wall was pierced by three gares, the largest of which
was protected by a guardhouse and a spur wall. Thirty-vwo archers’
loopholes distributed along the perimerer wall appear w copy the
architecture of the Egyptian fortresses. 2

OF equal architectural interest is the so-called "Nubian castle’ ar

Amada. This was a serdement 8o metres long and 40 metres wide that

was inhabited from sometime in the Middle Kingdom intwo the muddle of

the Eighteenth Dynasty, It was partially rebuile at various intervals,
The original structure appears to have been a group of tghtly clustered
C-Group houses surrounded by a roughly rectangular stone wall.

Fip. 3 Late C-Grong set-
tlement ar Amada  {afeer
Randall-Maclver and Wool-
ley rgeg: pl 1Y)
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Later, two rectangular buildings were erected at enther end of the village
with no evident concern for preserving the community’s defences. The
new structures were built mainly of mud brick. The western building
had 4 courtyard with vanous small rooms disposed around it. The
eastern unit was laid out on more formal and spacious principles. It
contained onc large rectangular room, with a bench designed 1o hold
large potcery vessels running the lengeh of the outer wall; this may have
bean a banqueting hall.+® It &5 possible thae the village ac Amada was
the seat of 2 Mubian chief who, either lawe in the Second Tntermediate

Period or in the New Kingdom, erected the two large buildings for his

own use. A similar village was found near Karanog.+! All of these
fortified sertlements may have been the headquarters of C-Group chiefs
and are perhaps a sign of their growing power in the Second Inter-
mediate Pertod,

There is further evidence of Egypuianizing trends in C.Group
architecture late in the Second Intermediate Period and early i the New
Kmgdom, The upper level of the C-Group village ar Aniba contained
a4 number of rectangular brick siructures cach about 24 metres long.+* Ar
Diebeira, the Scandinavian Joint Expedition excavated a rectangular
brick house and an Egyprian cupola shaped granary next to a traditional
C-Group house, Another house in that district contained late C-Group
artefacts bur was buile enurely i an Egypuan fashion, with square
rooms and mud brick walls laid on stone foundations.a

In the domestic ans, black-incised bowls were now encrusted with
polychrome, as well as white, decoration and black-incised cups
appeared for the first ume. Large square ceramic tables and pot stands
with decorative opa:mm:-rk sides may atest greawr adaptation to
sedentary life. Yer there 15 no evidence of a more sptclailzed division of
labour to match the increasing status differences ateested in the T- (_:mup'

cemeteries and settlements. There is also no evidence for the emergence-

of sharply differentiated classes during the Sccond Intermediate Period.
In power and infuence even the most important CfGl’Dll]J chiefs fell
far shorr of the Kerma monarchs. The absence of retainer sacrifice
suiggests 2 dearth of slaves or perhaps the restraining influence of Egyptian
customs. At is most developed, the C-Group was a modest and
teuncated reflection of Kushite society.

CHAPTER VII

The New Kingdom

THE REUNIFICATION OF

About 1575 B, the whole of Egype was again brought under Theban
hegemony, This marked the beginning of the New Kingdom, a

third phase of vigorous national government that was o fase for almost
500 years, The founders of the New Kingdom were descendants of
princes who had regarded themselves as the mghttul rulers of Egypr
and as potential liberators of their country from alien usurpers. These
selfzstyled monarchs of the Seventeenth Dynasty ruled over the southern
part of Upper Egypt but prudendy acknowledged Hyksos suzerainty
until almost the end of the Second Intermediate Period. This suzeramty
was formally rejected by the Pharach Sekenenre-Tao. His son," Kamose,

contnued to harass the aged Aweserre-Apopr and, before the end of

Kamose's brief reign, the Thebans contralled the Nile Walley as fas
north as the entrance o the Fayum. Sekenenre’s rebellion must have
severed the profitable rade that had gone on berween the Hyksos and the
Kushites and may have given the Thebans a middleman positon m this
wrade. This is uncertain, however, since the Hyksos and Kushie rulers
continued to maintain a defensive ailiance. The aim of this alliance was
to compel the Thebans o fight on two fromts, il they awacked cicher
their norchemn or southem neighbour. !

Kamose appears to have campaigned against the Kushites prior to
his final drive against the Hyksos. No doubr, his aim was to secure
Aswan against Kushite amack prior to waging war i the north.
During his war against the Hyksos, Kamose mntercepted a lerrer thar
Avweserre was sending to the King of Kush, In this letrer Aweserre
complained that the new King of Kush had not observed standicd
protocol by informing Aweserre of his accession. This failure is probably
an mdication of how effectve Theban policing of the desent routes had
become at this nme.

In the captured letter, Aweserre urged the King of Kush w honour
his commitment to awack the Thebans; if the arack were successful,
the Hyksos and Kushites could divide the Theban domaimn between
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Fig. 35

them. By this time, however, the Kushites appear to have been unable
w assist their allies. A graffito carved on a rock at Arminna East records
the names of Kamose and his Viceroy ('King's Son’) Teti. This
iscription suggests that Kamose may have raken possession of Lower
Nubia and established the New Kingdom administration of that
area.t The Egyptan occupation evidently encountered no serious
opposttion. Few Kushite soldiers were stationed in Lower Nubia and
the resident Egyptians and C.Group people probably switched sides
with lirtle difficuley,

THE MEDJAY IN LOWER NUBLA

Fig. 46

LU

The power of the New Kingdom Phariohs was based on ther control
of a standing army that was larger and more specialized than the armies
of the Middle Kingdom had been. During the New Kingdom, forcign
recruits and prisoners of war were to play an increasingly prominent
role in this army. The Pharaohs of the Seventeenth Dynasty seem to have
been unable or unwilling 10 enlist Nubians but enrolled lasge numbers
of Medjay recruis from the Eastern Desert, particularly as scours and
light infamry. Although litdde s known abour the archacology of the
Eastern Diesert, it is generally accepted thar these Medjay were buried in
the so-called 'Pan-Graves'. These graves are found throughout the
southern part of Egypt, which was governed by the early rulers of the
Sevenreenth Dynasty. The bodies, clad in leather parments and wearing

e = e,

The New Kingdom

shell-plaque jewellery, were interred in circular grave pits, on their right
side facing west. The porery found in these graves is a disunctive
manifestation of the C-Horizon, The black-topped vessels frequentdy
have a thickened lip that is separated from the red portion of the vessel
by an incised line. Rough brown ware vessels are either undecorated or
incised with patterns of oblique lines. The graves were covered with a
gravel mound delimited by a ring of stones or mud brick. Unplundered
graves ofien contain Egyptian axes and daggers, suclias mught be

_expected tooccur with professional soldiers, as well 38 gold and other

imtrinsically valuable jewellery. Although the dtchacological evidence
indicates that the descendants of these immigrants were complerely
Egyptianized by the end of the Hyksos period, many probably continued
to serve in the Egypan army and police force for the duranon of the
New Kingdom.!

PanCrave interments are also found in Lower NMubia, cither on the
margin of C-Group cemeterics or in small cemeeries of their awn farther
back in the desert. These graves are generally dated tw the Second
Tntermediate Period and the New Kingdom.* While some may belong
to immigrants who fltered into Lower Nubia during the Second
Intermediate Period, it seems likely that most of the Medjay who settled
in Lower Nubia did so as part of the New Kingdom occupation force
or as allies whom the Egyptians allowed to settle in conguered territory.
Pan-Grave pottery has been found inside Egypuan formesses ar EL-Kab
(in Upper Egypt), Quban, and Serra East and it is likely that these

Fig. 45 e East geaffia

e 4
_"r[:’)j g—‘- \ 6 courmreRnrating viocey o of Kings
[ 1 '-26:} 'C— "‘"J" Kamore  and  Alwose after

Siipaen 14030 27/

Fig s
oy

Plare 43



—T @ Pan=Grave sltes

@ Pan =Grava influence

\' 0 Fossiole Pan=Grav 51085

Fig. 36 Locatfon
of PaneCrave sites
i Egypr and
Nubic  [after
Bicrak 1906 ; fig. 5)

e
ll__p-

forts were garrisoned at least in part by Medjay mercenaries. Pan-Grave
cemeteries generally occur in areas that were already centres of C-Group
population, suggesting that small colonies of Medjay were stationed in
I.i'_'.m:s.u: areas to keep warch over the indigenous inhabitants.® Especially
if the Medjay and C-Group had formerly been at odds over the use of
the ¢ast bank of the Nile, the Medjay would have been well suited to
keep warch over their rivals.

THE CONQUEST OF KUSH
Kamose was succeeded by his brother, Alimose, whom Egyptians
liter counted a5 bemng the founder of the Eighteenth Dynasty and

(K81
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the first Pharaoh of the New Kingdom, Ahmose’s encrgies were
directed mainly towards crushing the power of the Hyksos in Egypr and .
capturing their bascs in southem Palestine. It was not until his rwenty-
second regnal year that Ahmose is known to have directed his avention
towards Nubia. In spite.of this, two Egypuan officials, Dyehury and
Sataiyit, were-Viceroys.of Nubia during his reign; while. Thusse-who=
was Commandant of Buhen at that time (and who held the same pe
as Sepedhor had in the service of the King of Kush), was 1o be appoinged-—
Viceroy by his successor,® During Ahmaose’s reign, & small emple was
erected at Buhen; probably as part of the work of Tehalilirioa that e
Egyptians were carrymg out at this and other Middle Kingdom forts
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n Lower Nubia. Ahmoseis reported to have slaughtered many Nubians,
bue it is unclear how far south his conquesss carried him. It has been
suggested that he buile the first New Kingdom temple ar Sai Island, but
the inscription referring o him and his queen may date from larer times.
Amenhotep I, who succeeded Ahmose in 1545, boasts of having
captured a Nubian chieftain in the midst of his army when he ascended
the river to Kush.? Inseriptions of his Viceroy, dated to Amenhotep's
seventh and eighth regnal years, have been found at Semna and
Uronar.®

In spite of Egyptian advances, the Kushite heartdand scems to have
remained intact unul the second regnal year of Amenhotep's son and
successor, Thutmose . That year, an Egypran fleer made is way
through the Bamn el-Hagar and established a forr ar Tombos, at the
northern end of the Dongola Reach. From there, the Egypuans were
able o strike at Kerma, where Hinrze believes Thutmaose I pillaged and

bumed the Western Deflufa.? After dus, Thumose [ appears w have

made lis way past the Fourth Cataract as far as Kurgus, wherea boundary
inscription carved on a rock may record his farthest penetraton upsriver49
Kurgus 15 located in 2 small gold-producing area and the hope of
exploiting this gold field (later known as the gold of Karei) may have
been what attracted Thutmose | into the desolate strerch of the Nile

beyond the Fourth Cararace.'* After a year of campaigning, Thurmose [

Fig 48 Bowdary fnscription of Theetmase §at Kuegus (after Aekell 1950 fip, 4)
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rerurned to Thebs accompanied by many prisoners. The body of 2
ruler, probably the King of Kush, was displayed hanging head down.
wards from the prow of the royal ship.'* This campaign put an end
to the independent Kerma monarchy, which had played a leading
role for ar least several centuries of Sudanese history.

Egyptian garrisons were established at Sai, Tombos, and pr.-sslib]:r'
elsewhere in Upper Nubia, no doubt to ensure that conuol of the
sub-Saharan luxury trade would be funnelled inw che hands of Egypuan
officials. At this stage, however, the Egypuans appear 1o have been
satisfied to establish indirect rule over Upper Nubia. Many local rulers
were confirmed in office provided thar they swore allegiance to the
Pharach. Following. the.death.of Thutmese L in 150486y tebellion

broke. out-in Upper Nubia-in-which twa sons (relatives? subjects).

of the former King of Kush played a_praminent role-"Fhis upnising
forced the Egyptian garrisons to retire with thew cattle into the fortresses
thar Thutmose had buile, The rebellion was firmly puc down by an
Egyptian army which, i was boasted, slaughtered all the Mubian men
they captured except ane son of the King of Kush who was brought as a
prisoner to Thebes; perhaps to be trained as a puppet ruler,'! Further

uprisings had to be crushed during the coereigns of Hatshepsut and--

Thutmose 11 and the Egyprian occupation of the Dongela-Reach
may have been completed at this time.™ Hereafter, Egyprian campaigns
in Mubia appear rarely to have been of importance for maintiming
Egyptian hegemony in the region. More raids were dirccred agamst
desert tribes than against the valley dwellers.**

THE ORGANIZATION AND EXPLOITATION OF NUBILA

In New Kingdom temples, the Pharachs are frequently represented
as conquerors of Nubia on one wall and of Asia on the wall opposite,
This convention has led many scholas to conclude thar Egypr's
Adrican and Syro-Palestinian empires were basically similar. Yet this
is not the case. The rulers of the small Levantine eiry states were obliged
to acknowledge the Pharaoh as their overlord and to pay him ribute,
while Egyptian supervisors and garrisons were established i key
centres to Jook out for the Pharaoh'’s interests. Yet, no atempt was made
to alter the internal social or political arrangements of these states, which
were based on local traditions that were as venerable as those of Egypr

(guLy]
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The Egyptians were well aware that in some crafts, such as weaving
and metal-working, the Levanones were more skilled thar they were
and Asiatic deines soon found an honoured place in the Egypuan
pantheon,t4

By contrast, the Egyptians had no respect for the echnology, religion,
or customs of the Nubians. Like European colonists in Africa more
recently, they dismissed the local technology and failed w appreciate
religious practices or paterns of kinship and reciprocity that were based
on principles that were radically different from their own, The Nubians
were portrayed by the Egypuans as scanaly clad barbarians living in
thatched huts. They were also stigmatized as being feckless and indolent
by the nme-conscious, work-conscious adminisirators of the Egyptian
empire, Parallels with more recent opinions of Africans occur in the | |
punning comment that in Kush “the monkeys (knw) dance and the |
king (kwr) dances’ (ie. everybody dances).'? Given this anitude, ||
the accomplishments of the Kerma state must have been interpreted |
as evidence of a barbarian menace rather than s an example of Africin
achievement.

Thus while Synia and Palestine were treated as a series of subject
states whaose princes were to be controlled and taxed, the Nile Valley
berween the First and Fourth Cataracts was regarded as an area thar
lacked acceprable wraditions of its own and therefore had w be com-
pletely reorganized along Egyprian lines. Local elites had w be either
replaced by Egypuan officials or assimilated into the administrative
hierarchy, while the mass of the peaple were destined to become peasants.
The close integration of Nubia inte the Egyprian system is evident in the |
‘ribute lises' of Thummose 111, where goods delivered o the royal-
treasury were récorded as taxes levied on Nubian regions and noras.
tribute, such as was collected from individual Syrian and Palestinian
princes. This indicates thar the lawer were sull recognized as being
sovereign” within their own emitories while the Nubian rolers were
nor.'?

The government that the Egyprians established for Nubia was largely
a copy of thar of Egypt. At its head was a viceroy, who at first bore the
title "King's Son and Owerseer of the Southern Counrries’, This was
not a hereditary office and there is no evidence thar the holder was a close
relative of the king. He was direedy responsible o the king for the

The New Kﬁwﬂnu

administration of Nubia and sometmes brought the annual taxes of the

region to Thebes to deliver them in person 1o the royal wreasury. In the

reign of Thutmose [V, this official’s title was changed o "King's Sen of
Kush’, probably to-differentiate the Viceroy Amenhotep from thehen

“'to the thidive, Armenhotep-LL By the middleof the Exghteenth Dynasty,
the Viceroy's jurisdiction Had been extended as far north as El-Kab,

thus bringing the three southemn provinces of Egypt, as well as Nubia,
under his sway.

Like Egypt, Nubia was divided into a northern and southern region.
Each region was under the control of an iduw or deputy governor, whaose
office corresponded with that of a vizier in Egypt. The norther province
was called Wawar and embriced Lower Nubia, probably as far south
a5 Semna. lts administrative centre was at Miam (A niba). The southern
province was called Kush and its depury governed from Amara Wesr,
at least during the Nineteenth Dynasty. As in Egypr, cach major
serdement had its own mayor (kary). The armed forces, mcluding the
commanders and garrisons of fortresses, were under the conrol of the
‘Battalion Commander of Kush'. Later in the New Kingdom, -
scriptions record the names of Chiefl Treasurers, Overseers of Canle,
Overseers of Granaties, Chief Priests of All the Gods; of various scribes,
accountants, and attendants artached to the courts of the Viceroy and
his deputies; and of the craft specialists who served under these officials.'»

The conquest of Mubia allowed the Egypans w callect as raxes
many products that they formerly had to purchase. This eliminated the
NMubian muiddlemen and correspondingly increased the profits that
accrued o the Pharaohs, who sold a portion of their Nubian mibute to
neighbouring rulers. The principal materials imporeed from Nubu
continued to be gold, ivory, ebony, and other fine woods. The Egypuians
also collected considerable quantities of ostrich feathers and  eggs,
leopard skins, oils and gum resins (o make incense and perfumes),
copper, amethyst, carnclian, feldspar, amazone, and hemaute, and
selected caule, dogs, live leopards, giraffes, and baboons.-By larc in the

Eighteenth- Dynasty, goods mam.ll_:"al:turcd from wood, leather, _:_md_ _|:i§ -
often metal were being sent o Egypt. These included swools, beds,
tables, armchairs, shields, bows and amows, metal vases, and possibly

sandals and boats, While Nubians may have played some role in manu-
facturing these goods, they arc wholly Egyptian in design and probably
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the work of Egypdan craftsmen living in Nubia. In addinon, a limied
quantity of grain was listed among the axes from Wawar and Kush.2»

The Egyprians also continved to carry off Nubians and neighbouring
Sudanese peoples as slaves. Some were prisoners taken in the suppression
of local rebellions or in expeditions designed o ward off desert nomads.
A campaign in the eighth regnal year of Thutmose I'V was seemingly
directed against nomads who ‘were hindering the exploitation of the
goldficlds east of Wawat, while Amenhotep I1I carried off 740 prisoners
from the wadis of Tbhet, southeast of the Second Cararact.®! In Upper

Nubsadan (probably Kerma) appears o have been a continuing how
I bed of rebellion. Seu | records a Campaign against this districe, i the

The New Kingdom

course of which 7,000 prisoness seem to have been taken.s ;J'_‘d,li"!'f.r-

- - e o e e -

of the Ramesside period-contains an exphcir arderan send o Egypr
slaves from Trm and a neighbouring region, while Ramesses. 111 followed™
eatlier precedents by seuling many Nubians, including Irm people, a5
scrvants_in the community awached to his funerary cemplear e
el-Medina.2? Thatmose 111 “uibute liss™ indieate-thae-m 1 regnoup
to 154 Nubian slaves were being paid as taxes to the Egypuans cach
year. Most of these slaves came from Kush rather than Wawar. They
appear to have been used in Egypr mamly as mulina and domaestic

SCTVNTS,

Egypt's relations with the eastem Mediterrancan were more complex
and intimate in the New Kingdom than at any previous period.
Throughout the New Kingdom, -Egypt was renowned for s vast

| supplics of gold, contral of which increased the Pharaoh's international
prestige. WithinEgypr-itself) gold was prized-more-than-evgr before —

and the distribution of gold collars to the king's favoured retainers also
enhanced royal power. In New Kingdom times, most of Egypt's gold
came from Nubia: therefore, even if the desire to explan the region's
gold mines had not inspired the original conquest of Nubia, 1t must
soon have become the king's principal motve for secking to retun
control of this area. Grear pains were taken to expand gold production
and lawe in the reign of Thutmose 111 Wawar and Kush together
produced abour 260 kilogrammes annually. The large amount of gold
recorded in Thutmose 111 ‘rribure lists” contrasts strikingly with the
small quantities noted for other items.*?

Most of the gold came from mines in the upper parts of the Wad
cl:Allagi system, which in Nineteenth Dynasty inscriptions was called
the region of Akita. This region was exploited far more intensively in
New than in Middle Kingdom times and such mining mvalved arduous
labour. Veins of quarez had w be broken by fire and slowly ground to
powder before the gold could be extracted. The hardships of mining
were compounded by the long and dangerous routes over which donkey
caravans had o ferch food and drinking water from the Nile, It 15
therefore not surprising thar most of the gruelling tasks were perforned
by slaves, prisoners of war, and convicts. Indeed, an Egyprian legal
cath ran ‘If I lie, may my nose and cars be cut off and 1 be sent o Kush'.
Fortunately, it was only necessary to work these mines intermittently in

L e
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arder 1o produce the required amounts of gold. Traces of huts, wishing
tables, and smelters occur at only a few sites. The final processing of the
gold was probably carried our in the forr at Quban, which had been
restored after its abandonment by the Egypuans during the Second
lnrermediate Period.

Upper Nubia produced only about one-owentieth as much pgold as
Wawat, Most of this gold was pinned along the Nile between the
Second and Third Cataracts; however, at Doweishat, a few miles
upriver from Semna, many galleries and prospecting holes have been
found, mdicating a type of mining similar to that practised in the Eastern
Desert. Duweishat’s proximity to the river must have made it a relatively
safe and pleasant locality to exploit, Rude stone huts are scattered about
the site, but it too appears 1o have been worked only ineermiteently.*?

A growing need for gold, as well as the depletion of the richer-id

more accessible deposits in the course of the Eighreendy Dynasty, |
seem gradually to have compelled the Egyptians to exploit poorer =t
morte distant mines. This resulted in increasing costs and loss of life, |

which Seti 1 attempred 1o reduce by digging a well 120 cubits deep
along the road leading o the.mines. Eacly in- the reign of Ramesses 11
water was located 12 cubits below the depth reached by Seu L** The
apparent remawns of this well were located by Russian archacologists
abour 55 kilomerres up the Wadi el-Allagi from is juncrion with the
Nile.¥

THE EGYPTIANIZATION OF NUBLA

([

The Pharaohs of the New Kingdom remembered the threar that a
Nubsan state had posed o a divided Egypt and were well aware that
control of the region's wealth bolstered their own power. They were
therefore anxious not simply to hold Nubia by force bur to unite it
indissalubly with the Egypian state, This led them 1o establish Egyprian
settlers and institurions in key places throughout Nubia and w anempt
the Egypuanization of Nubian society. Chiefs suspected of disloyalty
were replaced and if their districts were too large they were divided
AMong a number of new appninteus; imwﬂ'ﬂl, even the descendants of

the King of Kush appear to have held-office-as Princes of I 15 lareas™_

the reign of Thutmaose 111.3° The Egyprians sought o win the loyalty

~ ot such-rulers-by-permitting thém to retain nominal sovereignty and

The New Kingdon

: ; e s
encouraging them to live as members of the Egypuan nobility, Their
sons were often taken as hostages to the Egyptian court where they were
educated alongside the sons of Asiatic rulers. In the ‘mbue lists’ four

sons of the Ruler of Irm are recorded as sent to Egypt in Thutmose 111757

thirty-fourth regnal year. These youths heard the speech of the Egyptiins
in the renue of the king', which-caused them o-forga—thar_own
linguage.’* This policy, which was also pracused by recent coloniil
governments, produced a Nubian nobility whose cultral tes and
personal friendships with the Egypuian clite were probably stronger
than those with their own people. Chiefs of Lower Nubi proudly
boasted titles such as ‘child of the royal nursery’, “bearer of the king's
folding chair’ and ‘king’s sandal' (perhaps ‘sandal maker').® As
carly as the reign of Queen Hawshepsu, the Prince of Tehkhet-{ Sereay
used his Egypuan name Djehuryhotep n preference o his pavve name

'___Pafit_sj and in his districe constructed a rock-cut tomb in a2 wholly
Egyptian style, The paintings thar decorate this tomb show :_FH:_ prince.
___inspecting-his-plantation,_hupting from a chariot i the desert, and

cenjoying a pleasant banquet; i shoer, living in the same manner a5 an
upper class Egyprian.! His brother and successor, Amenember, buik
an equally Egyptian-dooking tomb, Although Amenemher died

Fig. g0 Plantation scene from tamb of Nubian privce, Dielmtyhatep, ar Dicbara, Lawer
Nubia (after SiveSiderbergh 1g6e: fip o)
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without an heir and po later tombs are awributed to the Princes of
Tehkher, an inscription atests the survival of this office into the reign
Plates 4%, 49, so of Ramesses I1.44_Lage in the-Eighreenth-Dynasty, Hekanefer, Prince of

Miam, excavated his tomb alongside several uninscribed but similar—

“ones in a sandstone ouccrop behind the large C-Group cemetery (No.
Plawe 51, 52; _207) at Toshka East. This seems w be a smaller and simipler version of
Fig. 41 : __rh!: T_J'erall omb ﬂf-l-lu}r, the 'L"bi‘&ti:mpnmr}' Viceroy of Kush.is ~
Most of the Nubian mibute-bearers portrayed i the tomb of the
vizier Rekhmire, which was decorated in the reign of Thutmase 111,

_are shown weating skin ]ﬁi_nc]c-:ﬂ]s._ A century larer, the tribute presentas
ton scene n IJ.H.' tomb of Huy includes more than forty members of the——
Plate 53 __ Nubian nobility. They wear fashionable upper class Egyptian clothing

T e e

) g Fig. g1 Section of romb of
I = i Hekanefer at Tashka East
' {after Simpson 19634 fig. 7)
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and (apart from their physical appearance) are recognizable as foreigners
“only by vestigal ethnic tappings, such as feather ligaddresses and fancy

sashes, One of the women is shown riding in an Egypuian chasot pulled ™=

by two small oxen.?® In the larger centres in Nubia 1t soon becomes
impossible to distinguish acculturated MNubians from Egyptian immi
grants and many government officials known only by therr Egyprian
names may have been of Mubian descent.’? Although archacologists
have not yet identified the residence of any Nubian princes of the lae

Eighteenth Dynasty, their houses were probably builc along the lines of

those belanging to wealthy Egyptians. Early in the reign of Amenhotep

[11, the Egyptians were sure enough of the loyalty of the Lower Mubiaris

_~fhat a contingent of warriors was recruited berween Quban and Aniba
to wage war against the tribes of the Edstern Desert { possibly another

" instance of playing Nubians and Medjay against one another .3

It cannot be proved that all of these Egyprianized princes of Lower
Nubia were necessarily descendants of C.Group headmen. Near the
tomb of Hekanefer, on the side of the sandstorie hills known as Gebel
Agg, is a rock shrine principally adomed by a well-carved scene thar
dates from the New Kingdom, This scene depicts five worshippers
adoring the gods Horus, Lord of Miam, Reshep (a Syrian dexy), and
Senwosrer 111, Humay, who commussioned the relief, bears the oele
‘Medjay of His Majesty’. He is shown holding a gazelle n one hand
and 2 bow and arrows in the other. His brother Seninefer, who was

‘Herdsman of the Canle of Horus, Lord of Miam', bears a paw of

sandals, perhaps one of the exporss of the district. Below the ledge sheine
was a thick deposit of pottery, apparently refuse from offerings. The
pottery included many Pan-Grave sherds, which suggests that the
shrine was frequented by a Pan.Grave garrison stationed nearby. v It is
therefore possible that the Prince of Miam was a Medjay leader whom the
Egyptians had made a local prince. It is possible that ather princes were

descended from Kushite officials who had wielded influence m pans of

Lower Nubia prior to the Egyptian conquest.

A mare pervasive means by which the Pharaohs sought to consolidare
their hold over Nubia and its gold fields was by establishing numerous
scrtlements throughout the region o be inhabited by Egyptians and
Egyptianized Nubians. The cost of these seulements indicates the
importance that the Egyptian government attached o retaining control

[Mlates 53, 3%
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Plawe 56

of Nubia and preventing the resurgence of native polities. While
practical economic, political, and military objectives determined the
locarion of these setlements, the Egyprians attached no less importance
w the religious aspect of ther colonization. By making an Egyptian
cult the core of each of their serlements the Egyptians saw themselves
ncorporating Nubia spiritwally as well as culwrally within the Egypuian
realm. The presence of their gods gave the Egyptians a greater sense of
securiry in their possession of the land and was meant 1o awe the Nubians,
All of the Egyprian temples received produce from their nearby estares
and some were authorized w levy dutis on goods produced in their
viciniry of passing them on the river4® These profits were used to
suppart not only priests, administrators, and their servanes, bur also
specialists such as maders, miners, shipbuilders, and a wide range of
other craftsmen,

Some of the temples of Nubia were dedicated w Khnum, Saus, and
Anukss, deies whose onginal cule centres were at Aswan, and to
Dedun, a god who from ancient times had Mubian associatons. Res
Horakhie, Prah, and Amon, the patton deities of the three principal
Egypuan religious centres, were also worshipped in many temples
throughout Nubia. Distincuive Horus deities were provided for each
of the major disiricts of Lower Nubia: Baki (Quban), Miam, and
Buhen. A fourth Horus of Maha was worshipped in the vicinity of the
holy mountain ar Abu Simbel, while a Hathor of Ibshek was wors
shipped ac Abu Simbel and Faras, By the reign of Thutmese 1, the
dong dead Pharach Senwosret 111 was also reverenced throughout Nubia,
na doubt because of his role in establishing Egyptian control over Lower-

~Nubia_in the Middle Kingdom, His chief cult centres were within the
—foris at- Semna and Uronart, where his boundary inscriprions had been

erected. Thutmose 11 was also worshipped as a god in the Serra region,

while Amenhotep 11 erected remples in Nubia where he, 5 well a5 Hie

wife, Queen Tiy, were worshipped in their human speer Ramesses. Ll
was the chiefl deity av Akshii and was worshipped with the major state
gods ar Wadi es°Sebua, Gerf Husein, and Abu Simbel Irall of these—
temples he is represented as revering his living form, as manifested on
carth or in Nubia, While the worship of reigning monarchs may have
been carried w furcher extremes architecturally in Nubia than it was in
Egypt, it 1 wrong to view these culis as being surreptitiously or experis

The New Kingdom
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mentally introduced among the credulous barbarians of Egypt's Mubiin

empire, Statues of Amenhotep 11l and Ramesses 1 were objecs of

worship in Egypt no less than in Nubia,+!

The temples of the early Eighteenth Dynasty were small stone buildings
consisting of 4 sancwuary, side rooms, and vestibule; and sometimes
elaborated with colonnades, an open courtyard, and a modest entrance
gate. In spite of their small size, they often were decorated with bas.
reliefs of high quality.#* The first temples scem o have been buile withn
the major Middle Kingdom fortresses that the Egypuans renovared and
continued to occupy throughaut the period of the New Kingdom, Serra
East and Tkkur were recoccupied along wath the other fors, bur the

farmer appears to hive been abandoned once the ininal consolidaton of

Egypuian power in the region had been accomplished, while Ikkur

declined in favour of an open town that grew up on the nearby plan of

Dakka. Elephantine and Biggeh likewise declined m importance i the
frontier vanished and they again became nothing more than Cararac
trans-shipment poinis.#! By contrast, Quban conunued o Aournsh
as a centre for mining acuvities n Lower Nubia unul late in the New
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Kingdom. The fort apparently served as a stase treasury while an open
town grew up around it Kor was also recoccupied.

At Amba and Buhen, large towns grew up around the renovated
fortresses, the lawer's ditches being filled in 1o facilitate this development.

A first, these expanded settlements were enclosed by a second ring of

foruficauons, although the new perimeter walls were of lighter con-
struction than those around the Middle Kingdom forts, At Bulien and
Aniba substantial private and public buildings were later dispersed

Fie g3 beyond these fortifications; such as the so-called farmstead’ or govern-

ment storchouse at Aniba, The elite of chese sertlements were buried in
the desert behind che towns. There, rock-cur tombs were adorned with
small mud brick pyramids identical 0 those found in major New

Fig. 44 Kingdom necropoli throughout Egypr.4s At Faras, no evidence of

Mew Kingdom seitlement was found in the area later covered by the
Christian citadel; inscribed stone blocks bearing the names of Thurmese
11 and Ramesses 11 were apparently brought there from Buhen in post-
Pharaonic umes. Nevertheless, a small temple acributed 0 Queen
Hatshepsut was partly cur ino a rock ovtcrop south of the Christian
citadel, while a temple of Tutankhamen wgedher with ns anendant

Fig. 43 community was located to the north of it. The laner temple foundation

was called "The Conciliation of the Gods’, possibly a reference w the
young king Tutankhamen's return to traditonal religious usage afier the
Akhenaton “heresy’.4¢ The central religious complex at Faras was
ringed by villages whose inhabitants culuvated nearby areas of fereile
soil,
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Mot long after the reconquest of Lower Nubia, the walls surrounding
the Egypuan seulements no longer served for defence against anack but o
contral aceess to these sealements and lor mernal secority, These are the
same reasons that prompted the building of enclosure walls around major
buildings and building complexes north of Aswan, The loose distribu-
tion of administratve buildings, wemples, elite dwellings, and farming
villages thar eventually characterized the mam towns in Lower Nubia
replicates, on a reduced scale, the layout of the Theban capital and other
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major Egyptian centres. It therefore appears likely that these Nubin
towns closely resembled provincial centres within Egypt.+®

After the Egyptians conquered Upper Wubia, the forts in the Second
Cartaract region lost their strategic importance. They appear w have
been used mainly for assisting transportation up and down thes difficult
stretch of the Mile River. Shelfak and Mirgissa were soon abandoned,
the latter about the reign of Thutmose 11147 Uronari and Kumma
were each provided with small new temples but may have been inhabired
only by small colonies of priesss and thewr servants. Only Semna 1
knowir to have recained a large gareison. A small wemple was erected
there in the reign of Thutmose [11.4°

In addition to the temples buile in and around the forress wwns of
Lower Nubia, others were erccted in various fentile areas throughour the
region. There is no evidence of substantial Egypuian sertlement near
these temples, which were probably intended 10 establish Epyprian
cults among the indigenous population, No doube the religious rites
were performed by a handful of resident Egyptian priests, at least during
the early years of Egyptian rule. The temples thar were erected jn the
Eighteenth Dynasty were small and lacked strong enclosure walls;
suggesting that the Egyptians soon regarded all pares of Lower Nubii
as fully pacified. Between the reigns of Thurmose | and Thutmose 111,
freesstanding temples apparently were constructed at Kalabsha, Dakka,
and Qurta, while ac Amada a particularly fine temple was finished by
A menhotep 11, and another was built ar Wadi es-Sebua by Amenhowp
[11.4% Temples with their sanctuaries and sometimes other chambers
carved out of rock cliffs Banking the Nile were constructed by Hashepsu
at Faras, by Thutmose 111 at Ellesiya, and by Horemheb ar Abu Hoda.
The latter king also construcred a rock-cut emple at Gebel es-Silsila
just notth of Aswan, where he is represented recurning in riumph with
Nubian prisoners, These struceures presaged the larger rock-cut temples
that were © be built in Lower Nubia later in the New Kmgdom.**
Shrines and stelae were also cur in the very high and conspicuous cliffs
at Qasr Ibrim and Gebel Adda beginning early in the New K mgdom.
There may also have been 2 New Kingdom temple atop thas headland
at Qasr Ibrim.

In the course of his long reign, Ramesses 11 (1200-1224 BC) cone
structed a number of temples throughout Lower Nubia thar were

Plae 57
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fa-hoilt}' or partially cut from the solid rock. The largest and finest of these
is the Great Temple hewn in the cliffs on the west bank of the Nile at

l’.l.uc 60 Abu Simbel. This temple was finished early in the reign of Ramesses 11
Fig, 4o J.'mr.{ may have been brgun b:,.' his father, Ser . The pylon of the temple
= |5.nduri1ﬂj. '-.'.r:il:li.!ruur seated statues of the king cach over 19.5 metres
Plate 61 high. Behind this fagade, a series of halls penetrates §5 merres into the

rock 1o a small sancruary containing large seated statues of the impenal
gods Prah, Amon, and Re-Horakhte, and of Ramesses I1. Flanking
these axial chambers are six rockecur storerooms and two sacristies.
The remple was decorated with painted bas-reliels depicting religious
ceremonies and Ramesses [1's military explous in Syria and the Sudan.
The orientaton of the Ir_'Jl'L]Jll: pcnni:tcd thie ]igl“ ol the FISIIE U [0
penetrate the sancruary at certain times of the year.32

pai

The New Kingdom

Just north of the Grear Temple, Ramesses I ordered 4 smaller rock.
cut temple for the worship of the goddess Hathor and 2 pparently also
of his principal wife, Nefertari, The fagade of this temple 15 28 metres
long and 12 mewes high and is decorated with six states of the royal
couple who stand weiring claborate crowns. Both of these temples
were probably endowed with estates at Farek, apposite Abu Simbel,
and elsewhere. Farther north, Ramesses 11 constructed temples partally
cut in the rock at Derr, Wadi es-Sebua, Ceerf Husein, and Beit el-Walw.
Wadi es-Sebua is the closest to being a conventional frecsstanding New
Kingdom temple, but is much larger than any of the Eighteenth
Dynasty temples in Lower Nubia, The temple of Prah at Gerf Husen
was built under the administration of Setaw, the last of Ramesscs I's
Viceroys. Although modelled on the Great Temple ar Abu Simbel,
this one, like many of Ramesses 11's later works, is poorly constructed
and its decoration is generally shoddy and debased. South of Abu
Simbel, the banks of the river are Hag; therefore ar Aksha, Ramesses |
crected a freessanding temple along the same lines as those he erecred
in Egypt and Upper Nubia. !

Ramesses [ and probably other Pharaochs used prisoners of war to
carry out their building operations m Lower Nubii. An mscriptuon
records that Ramesses 11 used ‘multitudes of workmen from the captivity
of his sword in every land’ for building operanions at Abu Simbel,
while another inscription states that in his fortyfourth regnal year
Libyan captives helped to build the emple at Wadi es-Sebua
Various kings also endowed the temples of Nubia with fareign slaves;
for example, Ramesses 1 donated capuives © the emple at Buhen.®
Many may have been skilled craftsmen rather than manual labourers.
The Libyan and Asaric prisoners who were sent to Nubia enther on
shart tours of dury to perform specific projects or s chattel 1o be seuled
on temple estates must have added a cosmopolitan flavour o an already
ethnically diverse population.

Much less it known about Egyptian colonization in Upper Nubia.
The most obvious remains in that area are a number of Egyptian
temple built of swone, These emples, together with rows ol storerooms
and associated domestic and administrative buildings, were surrounded
by strong rectangular enclosure walls; all the additional construction
being of mud brick. The enclosure walls had stone-lined gareways,
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as well as square towers at each corner and at intervals along the sides.
In these respects, the emples of Upper Nubia precisely follow Egyprian
models.

In some cases, however, the enclosure walls were much larger and
embraced not only the emple and s service buildings but whale
towns with narrow streets laid out on a grid pateern. The inclusion of so
many houses within the walls of these temple communities suggests
that the Egypuans who seuled n Upper Nuobia felt a need for more
security than they did in their homeland. The emple towns appear tw
have served the same function as the renovared and expanded forress
towns had originally been intended o serve fanther norch, While the
need for security appears to have been [ele uned later in che former
Koushite heartland than it was in Lower Nubia, it 15 significant that
extra-mural seitlements eventally grew up around Amam West and
nearby communities just as they did around the fortress rowns of Lower
Mubia. Both types of settlement were probably regarded by the Egyprians
as vartants of the emple-centred towns that Kemp has referred w0 as the
‘backbone of urbanism’ in New Kingdom Egypr.s?

Most of the Egyptian foundations known in Uppe Mubia date
from the lare Eighteenth and Nineteenth Dynasues and have been
found berween the Dal and the Third Cataracts. The northernmost

of these sites is the walled town of Amara West (then probably an

island). It may have been founded in the Eighteenth Dynasty but the
surviving ruins are mainly the work of Sen I and Ramesses 11, This
town was occupied continuously unal the end of the New Kingdom
and appears 1o have been the residence of the Depury of Kush and there-
fore the chief adminisirarive centre for Upper Nubia.** There was a
similar walled town on the northeast shore of Sai Island which con-
tained several stone temples, some daung as early as the reign of Amen-
hotep 1L Sai Island was probably occupied by the Egyptians from the
conquest of Upper Nubia o the end of the New Kingdom.® A short
distance up-river were the large temples at Soleb and Sedeinga, which
wete built by Amenhotep I for the worship of himself and his consort
Queen Tiy. Soleb is generally considered o be the finess Egypuian
emple in Nubsa and resembles in many dewails one built at Luxor
(in the Theban capual) earlier in the reign of Amenhotep 111 Soleb
underwent 4 number of enlargements and alterations during its founder's

Kidm Hived 7

Fig. g7 Earliest and final phases e the constrsectiog of the semple af Solvb i thee retdor of
Amenhatep 1L I the first phase the temple &5 connected ta the river by 4 somatll el
{ Goiargini 1ybz: figs 1 and 3/

reign and was ademed with many artistic masterpieces mcluding
granite lions and rams that wete removed 1o Gebel Barkal by Nu.l::-un
rulers centuries later. The graves at Soleb do nor suggest that the priestly
colony remained there past the end of the Eighteenth Dynasty.® At
Sesebi three temples were erected on a single plaform early in the teign
of Amenhotep’s successor Akhenaton. These formed the nucleus of a
walled town 270 metres long and 200 metres wide.®" The ditched but
apparently unwalled enclosures under the major constructions both at
Sesebi and Soleb may date from early in the Eighteenth Dynasty, or be
associated with the later building operations that went on ar these sites.
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Nope of the sites mentioned so far occurs in a region of exceptional
i't’.ricuhur.li prosperity, even by Nubian standards. This supgests
thae they may have been largely concerned with the management of
gold panning or other specialized operations in this region.

Ooly two Egypuian colonies are known for cerrain in the Dongola
Reachs although the region has much arable land and was probably
dhe most populous section of Nubia during the New Kingdom.

Nothifg that dares from the New Kingdom has been found ar Kerma
which suggests that the sie may have been ignored deliberarcly because——

of its .!—'.‘ert::r political connotations. In its” place, the Egyptiins may
have faveured the litde explored site of Tabo, on the nearby Island of
Argoi although it 35 also possible that the sione blocks from New
H,515J0n1 temples thar were found there may have been ransported 1o
the sire o a lager dare® Kawa, which s only a short distance sonth of

Argon B believed o be the site of Akhenaton's wown of Gemeaton,

The New Kingdonr

although the earliest dated struceure there 15 a small temple buile by
Tutankhamen and vsurped by Ramesses 115 Inscriprions from Ciebel
Barkal (Napata) suggest that this impertant seetlement-at-the soather
end of the Dongola Reach was already in existence in the -reigr ol

“Thutmose 11, Yetin later times it was Thutmose 11 who wis. tegarded

1 the founder of the A mon. culi-thereds=Thutmose 111's successer,
Amentiotep I, records that he sacrificed seven capuive princes on his

rétum from a successiul campaign in southwestern Asia and had the.

udy ol e these-yicrims hung on the walls s Napata;™ no doubr
to display the power of the king on the southem frontiers of his deminion.
His successor, Thutmose 1V, also lefi monuments at Gebel Barkal
While ar least two finely decorated remples were buile there in the
Eighteenth Dynasty, the great Amon temple that was later 0 make

Gebel Barkal a southem counterpan of Kamak_was the work of
Horemheb and the early Pharaohs of the Nineteenth Dynasty. All of

fhiese tenftes were erected ar the foor of a prominent bute that the

Egyptians called the ‘Holy Mountain® and regarded as the Throne of

Amon<Re, Lord of the Winds,*® While the absence of knpwn
Egyptian sites between Kawa and Napaa may indicate thar these were
the termini of a desert rowte thar cut off the great bend of the Nile,
future surveys may reveal the existence of more setlements in the Dongola
Arca.

During the New Kingdom, the cconomy of Nubia became con-
siderably more complex than it had been before and was remodelled
along Egyptian lines. Although pastoralism and hunung remained
important, especially in poorer localities,” a porton of the herd or
carch was now likely owed to the government or w a local wmple,
At the same time, community or kinship based patterns of land-
holding were replaced by Egyptianestyle estates. Most, il noe all, of the
Nubians must eventually have found themselves working as peasant
farmers on land that was owned by the crown, local princes, government
administracors, and by the temples that were built throughout the region.
Certain temples in Egypt were also endowed with land and the right 1o
exploit or tax certain resources in Nubia, An inscriprion found near the
Third Cataract suggesss thae Seti [ endowed his funerary temple ar
Abydos with land in that aren and with various other privileges,
including the right to wash for gold.**
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This shift in patterns of land and resources ownership seems o have
been accompanied by the development of more intensive agriculure.
The plantation scene in the tomb of the Nubian prince Djehutyhorep
suggests that he may have been producing dates for export 0 Egypr.
It is also possible that the distncdion berween black and brown skinned
workmen i this scene 15 berween Lower Nubians who worked as
serfs on his estates and negro slaves who came from farcher souch. Bee
keeping, fishing, and wine production are attested in the vicinity of the
Third Cataract and there were probably similar specializations in
Lower Nubia.® Basin agriculiure was impossible throughour maost
of Nubia because of the terrain, bue the shaduf (2 manual water hoist)
became known o the Egyprians somenme during the New Kingdom
and the application of this device farther south would have increased
agricultural productivity, particularly m Lower Mubia.? Despite these
improvements geain still had o be sent from Egype to feed and pay
government employers.

In the resgn of Ramesses V1, an imponant official recorded the dona-
tion of a plot of land 1 suppor the cult of a royal statue at Aniba.?' Two
similar donations to a temple at Faras were recorded at Abu Simbel in
the reign of Ramesses 11,7 while the prices quoted for the sale of land in a
Ramesside inscription addressed w Horus, Lord of Buhen, seem
considerably higher than the price of similar land i Egypr.”t These
high prices probably reflect the scarcity of good land in Nubia and the
importance that was therefore atached 1o owning it.

The Egyprians imposed not only their economic system but also
their concepts of class straufication upon the people of Nubia. In
Mubia, however, ethnic inequalities increased the complexity ol the
sacial picture. The families of native rules who were willing 10 col-
laborate with the Egyptians were assimilated inw the upper ranks of
colonial society, although they were outnumbered and outclassed in
pow e b:r' Egyptian senior administrators. The majority of Nubians
were probably relatively worse off than before, working as serfs on lands
owned either by Egyptians or by Egyptiamized Nubians who had
effectively renounced all the ties of patronage and kinship thar formerly
linked them to their tibesmen. These Nubians were also generally
outclassed by the Egyprian freemen who lived in Nubia, Slaves were
protected from grim Nubian costoms such as reamer sacrifice, bu

The New Kingdon

increased in numbers and came from more diverse ethnic origins. The
lot of those who were employed in government service, and particularly
in mining operations, was probably harsher than that expenenced
ity daily life ar Kerma or in traditional Nubian socrery generally.

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE

The population of Lower Nubia reached is highest figure prior o the
Christian era carly in the New Kingdom. At that ume, the region
probably had between 15,000 and 20,000 inhabianes. Tlus increase,
which was a continuation of trends already underway n the Second
Ineermediate Period, is refected in the distribution of sites, which now
occurred not only in the more fertile and habiwally habited areas but
also in poorer ones that had nat previously been explowed.™

Despite the tde of Egyprian colonization, the C.Group culture
survived past the middle of the Eighteenth Dynasty. Scaribs bearing
the name of Thutmose 111 provide a terminus ante quem fer the final
occupation of the *Nubian castle’ near Amada, MNanve cemeteries of
this period manifest even more strikingly the mixwre of C-Group,
Pan-Crave, and Kerma elements that began 1o charactenize Lower
Mubia late in the Second lnrermediate Period, these elements now
occurring either in separate graves or more commonly together in the
same grave. Black-topped portery was still manufactured, but the shapes
and decoration of C.Croup pottery of the New Kingdom fell far
below the standards of the preceding period. Many Nubnan graves ol
the Eighteendy Dynasty contain Egypuian made goods and were among
the richest of all C.Group burnals. Disunctively Kerma burials also

occurred until lace in the Eighteenth Dynasty, suggesting tha the Kerina
culture survived.in Upper Nubia arleaseannl thactnie. S -

Some C-Group graves at Debeia appear to dare from the end
of the Eighteenth Dynasty. These graves have the typical rectangulas
shafts and circular stone coverings of the C-Group, but only Egypuan
portcery is associated with them. Sive-Soderbergh has mterpreted them
as representing a late stage in the Egyprianization ol the C-Group
paralleling among ordinary people what had happened w the princely
families of Lower Nubia a few generations earlier.® A similar explana-
ton would account for the Egyptian houses contaming C-Group
pottery that eccur far from major Egypuan centres. It has been coneluded
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that Egyptian customs eventually gained such ascendancy in Lower
Nubia that the native population can no longer be distinguished from
their Egyptian conquerors in terms of graves, house types, or artefacts. It
has also been concluded that this assimilation was virtually complete
by the end of the Eighteenth Dynasty and accounts for the many wholly
Egyptiansstyle graves that occur in late C-Group cemeteries as well as
for the entire cemeteries of such graves that are found in areas remore
from known centres of Egypuian sentlement,

An Egyptian-style grave in Lower Nubia consists of a receangular
pit dug in the rock or alluvium, More elaborate ones were provided
with a subterranean end chamber or lateral niche to receive the burial.
The deceased was laid on his back rather than on his side and in rich
burials the body was placed in a wooden coffin. Grave goods, consisting
of food dishes, toilet objects, and shawabus {servant figurines), were
laid in a fixed order around the corpse and the grave was covered by a
reciangular mud brick superstructure, Even in relatively small and
remote sertlements, these graves have yiclded Egyptian weapons and
jewellery indicating considerable local prosperity.”?

Fig. 4o Egyprianesiyle
New Kingdom grave n
Lower MNubia (after Eni-

ery s - fig gl
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Yet the interpretanion that these are mastly the graves of acculurated
Nubians is subject to serious chronological difficulties. If aceulturanon
were taking place, the number of Egypuan graves might be expected o
sncrease s the number of C-Group graves declined. Firth was the first
to suggest that in spite of the building of new emples, Lower MNubia
was in fact largely uninhabited by both Nubians and Egyptians during
the later pare of the New Kingdom.™ More recently, Adams has
demonstrated that, while few New Kingdom graves of cither Egypuin
or C.Group style can be assigned to specific reigns or even dynasties, the
majority of those that can are from the first halfof the Eighteenth Dynasty;
with progressively fewer graves datng from the late Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Dynasties and almost none later. In brief, Egypuan-
style graves do not become more common as C-Group ones decline in
numbers as ought to be the case if acculranon were occurring. Instead,
graves of both the C.Group and Egyptian waditions become less
common through the Eighteenth Dynasty, although anly Egypuan
graves are reported for the Nineteenth Dynasty.

The simplest assumption would be thac all or almost all of the
Egyptiansstyle graves are those of Egyptian settlers. This was probably
s around the fortresses and main Egyptian towns, while some Egypuian-
style graves in the vicinity of outlying temples may belong o their
atendant Egyprian priests. Epyptian graves associated with small
out-ofsthesway senlements might more speculatively be atnbuted 1w
descendants of Egyptians who were already living in Nubm i the
Second Intermediate Perind, Yer even so one would have 0 assume
that many Egyptians seuled in Lower Nubia early in the New Kingdom,
in order to account for the substantial and widely dispersed occupation
attested by these graves, The theory of Egyptian origin would explain
why so many Egyptiansstyle cemeteries are separate from C-Group
ones, even when both styles of graves occur in the same locality and there
are often some Egyptiansstyle graves in nearby and contemporary
C.Group cemeteries. The later might belong w© Egypuanized Nubians,
as opposed to Egyptian seulers. kt would also explam Vagn Niclsen's
observation that there are significant racial differences berween skeletons
from the two kinds of graves;® however, this conclusion is based ona
small sample drawn from a limited area of Lower Nubia It abso
conflicts with some carlier studies which suggested that there were no
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sigmificant racial  differences between New Kingdom and earlier
population groups.*! The strongest argument against this theory is
the lack of funcrary Inscriptions in maost cemeteries, even in association
with the most prosperous graves. Had Egypuians been buried i these
cemereries at least some would have wanted o ‘make their names
Live’ with mscoiprions; whereas the Nubians, unused o a radition of
literacy, may have been content without such rexes.#2

Adams has sugpgested that following the Egyptian conquest many
Mubians were reduced to serfdom on manonial estares, while, for a
time, others were allowed to maintain their mibal cconomies. The
later may have preserved their native culwre while the new peasantry
was absorbed culwrally as well as economically by the Egypuan state

cand their graves became ndistinguishable from those of Egyptian

immigranes.®* 1f this did happen, the prosperity of many Egyprian-
style graves throughouwr Lower Nubia suggess that in the early sages
of establishing a manonal economy the Egypuians treated the Nubians
generously, Ac the very least, village headmen and other notabls had
access o luxury goods that were not within reach of the Egypuan
peasaniry, Routine availability of mass-produced goods from Egypr
may have undercur C-Group crafis, while the propagation of Egyptian
religious cults may account for the rapid and thorough adoption of
Egypuan burial pracuces. In order o persuade the people of Lower
Mubi o accept Egyprian sovereignry in toto, the Egyptian government
may have been prepared to extend economic inducements w ar least a
part of Nubian sociery that were not normally extended o the peasantry
of Egypt.

We can further speculate that the apparent disappearance of popula-
von during the late Eighteenth and Nineteenth Dynasties resulted from
the increasingly comprehensive and exploiative nature of the Egyptian
manorial cconomy, As the burden of taxes and debis increased,
Egyptian-style graves became simpler and grave offerings were dispensed
with, so thae these graves can no longer be identified in the archacological
record, As Adams points out, the graves of peasanis have seldom
been idenafied for any of the greae civilizations of annquity.#s The
disappearance of the C-Group may indicate that the last remnants of
tribal groupings had been absorbed into a manorial ecconomy by the end
of the Ewghreenth Dynasty. Some Nubians may have avoided this by
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joining the Medjay of the Eastem Desert, but the conual thar the

Egyptians excrcised over all of Mubia makes it unlikely thar many made

their way south to Dongola.

LOWER NUBIA LN THE LATE NMEW RN

Unfortunately, even this special pleading does not explain Elw evidence
of population decline in the MNew Kingdom or :cs.uil.fr the discrepancies
berween archacological and textual data. The mam problem s that
upper class as well as ordinary graves declined in number during the
New Kingdom. In the main cemetery at Aniba, 74 graves have been
accurately dated 1o the Eighteenth Dynasty, but only 25 to the Nine.
teenth, and two o the Twenteth.”s This makes 1t harder o avond the
conclusion that Ramesses [T was building his temples i a land that was
rapidly becoming devoid of pcpul;uim.. .

Firch and Adams have attributed this population decline to lower
flood levels that narrowed the Aoodplain and reduced agnienlourl
productivity below an acceprable level. Furth ;m_rlhmcni the lower levels
o erosion of the river bed; Adams 't a decline in the annual volume ol

e Nile Rood.*- There is some-evidence of reduced rainfall-over East
< Africa after 1500 B&,"7 but the Egyptian floodplain daes nor appear to

lrave been substanually lower in the New Kingdom than itwas during

—the Tast century.. The Eighteenth and Ninereenth Diynasties were periods

of exceptional prosperity in Egype and there 1s no evidence of an
agricultural crisis at that ime. Likewise, the significant cultural develop-

ment in Upper Nubia during the first millennium B suggests that the

more-sensitive Nubian Aoodplain was not seriously affected by Ilowc_r__h
food levels. Ecological changes do not appear to have been of greas

~importance even as contributing factors when it comes o accounting
_for the disappearance of population in Lower Nubia.

Firdh also awributed a loss of population-to-constription for the
foreign wars of Ramesses I1.5* The pupula.:ic.:.n af Lower Tﬂl:btl iy
have been depleted by conscription and mining corvees. Yer, it seems
unlikely that the wmple estates, which appear to have grown more
numerous into the reign of Ramesses 11, would have nrqu:cs.c':d.m
policies that were whally injurious to thelr own economic acHviees.

With rare exceprions, Egypuan temples were centres of complex,

largely agrarian based economies whose operitions depended upon
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—sizable-dependent populations. One would assume that such pepula:

tions as were drawn off were taken largely from. communities thar lay
outside the orbit of the larger estates:

It 15 possible that mn the late New Kingdom the population of Lower
Mubia was largely concentrated in the vicinity of major Egypuan
settlements, near 1o which the agrarian estats would also have ended 1o
be located. New monuments were being erected ar Quban as late as the
reign of Ramesses X, while a tomb belonging to the Viceroy Pinhasi at
Aniba dates from the end of the Twentiedh Dynasty.® Earlier in that
dynasty, Pennur, who was Depury of Wawar, *Chief of the Quarry
Service’ and 'Steward of Horus, Lord of Miam', construeted a small bue
finely decorated tomb in the cliffs behind Aniba. The inscriptions in his
tomb mention the dedication of a starue of Ramesses V1 in the temple of
Ramesses 1 ac Derr (which must sull have been in use ar this time) and
the endowinent of agriculiural land for cult purposes, These inscriptions,

also mention relatives who were *Royal Treasurer in Miam'.and ‘Mayor

of Miam' and whose tombs have not been located.s® This sUgEests
tha, in spite of a dearth of archaeological evidence, the administration

of Nubia and-many-of its culs Continued o funcion; which, in ..
presupposes a local peasantry.

Cartouches of Ramesses TV have been found ar Gerf Husein, Buben,
and on stone blocks re-used in the final rebuilding of the official residence

Fig. 50 Plan of the tomb of Pewnut at Awibe, Twentieth Dynasey (after Seeindorff
yg)
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in the fort at Dorginarti. The lawer inscriptions, together with some small
finds, indicate that this 1sland forress ac the foot of the Second Cataract
was of some importance Jate in the New Kingdom. Presumably contact
with Upper Nubia was sill of sufficient importance for building
operations to be undertaken there. One ostracon from Dorginarn
records tlie arrival of grain, présimablyto feed the local garrison.*

~Goon after the end of the Twenoeth D}'n.‘til::r'. wriiten tecordsasawell s

archacological data concerning Lower Nubia ful complewly and u
must be assumed thar the region once again lacked a sertled population.

_The final abandonment is probably correlated with 5|I1urp_|iuc||n|: i
« Nubian~gold production—in-the course -of the late Nineteenth and

Twentieth Dynasties-Intensive exploitation seems to have been exhaust-
ing increasingly remote mines in the Wadi el-Allagr syseem, while the
Egyptian government was wracked by barbarian invasions on us
northern frontiess and had to cope with vexavous internal problems.
Thus the Egyptians were unable tw invest the labour antl capial
necessary to maintain production even though gold was sull importane
for purchasing the support of foreign rulers.?? Since goldmining had
been important in promoting Egyptian setlement in Lower Nubia, is
cessation, as well as increasing poliical nsability, was probably a
major consideration leading to the Egypuan abandonment of the region.
Government officials, native princes, and temple stafls could have moved
to Egypt or in some cases settled farther south in the Sudan, mking there
servants and peasant labourers with them. For 500 years Lowe Mubia
had been the focus of an inensive programme of Egyprianizaton; now,
apart from a few military garrisons, it was again abandoned to the
nomads of the Eastern Desert.

|
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The Kingdom of Kush

URRER MUBIA AFTER THE NEW KINGDOM
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The Pharaohs of the New Kingdom made increasing use of foreigners,
many of whom were taken into royal service from defeated armies. By
the Twentieth Dynasty Libyans, Semites, and people of Aegean
origin, as well as Nubians, held important positions at court and through-
our Egypt. As royal power weakened, the many foreign roops who
served in the Egyptian army began to play an important role in the
internal politics of Egypt. In the reign of Ramesses 11 (r182-1151 BC),
a captain of the Nubian archers was drawn into a conspiracy of regicide.
It is unknown whether this man was of Egyptan or Nubian origin,
bue his military command made him important 0 the conspirators.
The Viceroy of Kush does not appear o have been involved in dvs plor,
sinice his son eventually succeeded him and held office under Ramesses IV
Although the kings now ruled from the Deli rather than from Thebes,
they could still count on the loyalty of their viceroys, The names of
Ramesses VI and. the Viceroy Siese appear together at Amara, and
Nubian taxes were paid untl the reign of Ramesses X1 The one
indication of slackening royal control was a tendency for the viceregal

~office 1o pass from facher to son with growing frequency.!

teappears that by the end of the Twentieth Dynasty the king was no

longer able to control his mercenaries, and Nubian and Libyan factions

within the arimy began 1o compete for power.® In the reign of Ramesses
K1, the Viceroy of Kush was Pinhasi, who may have been of Nubian
origin and who, unlike his predecessors, assumed personal control of
his-province's armed forces.? Pinhasi and his troops advanced north-
ward fnito central Egypr and destroyed the town of Hardai, possibly in a
vain effort o check the growing power of the Libyans. By the nine.
weenth regnal year of Ramesses X1 (1080 nc), Herhor, who appears

to_have been of Libyan origin and was probably a-milicary-officer,»

assumed de facto conwol of Upper Egypt. He styled himself Com.

“mvanderiiChiel of the Egyptian army, High Priesc of Amon, and

Viceroy of Kush and eventually, before predeceasing Ramesses ™1, he

The Kingdon of Kush

took the title of king. In the northern pare of Egype, Ramesses X1 was
eventually succeeded by Nesbanebded (Smendes 1) who like Herthar
seems to Have lad w0 natural right o the throne. Henhor's descendants
were to control Upper Egypt for four generations. They retained most
of his religious and military titles, although only one of them (Pinudjem
1) asserted his claim to be 2 Pharaoh agamst Nesbanebded’s descendanss,
who controlled northem Egypt from their capital at Tans in the eastern
Delta. Relations between Thebes and Tanis appear w have been
generally amicable, with mariwl ties linking the two ruling families.
Although bath Herihor and-his-son Piankh claimed w be Viceroys of
“Kush, it is doubeful that either was able to exercise any of the preroganves
“of the office. Piankh is known to have campaigned in the south as late
as the twenty-cighth year of Ramesses X1 and may have done so against
Finhasi, who 1s 'mnj:':c:umd o have t-f'irhdrav._'n o Nubma after be was
~defeated by the Libyans.+ The absence of further references ta the vices
foyalty indicates thar the Egyptians exercised linle if any control aver
Mubia after the Twentieth Dynasey.
Unfortanately, it is not known what happened i Upper Nubia
between 1070 and 850 B¢, The Egyptian towns north of the Thard

Cataract seem to_have been abindoned by the end of the New Kingdonr

and some Egyptologists. have doubted thac there were any Egyprians
living in Upper Nubia after that time,* Others have suggested thar
nominal Egyptian. sovercignty. was. upheld by the priesss at Gebel
Barkal, who remained in conmact with the priesthood of Amon at
Thebes, or by Egyptian. priests, officials, and waders who had remained
in Upper Mubia.and intermarried with the local population o torm a
‘government in exile' in opposition w the Libyan rulers m Egypr.®
Coedicke has tentatively suggested, on rehigious and stylistic grounds,
that thé cartouches of an unidentified king ar Kawa and Gebel Barkal
may date as early as the Twentyfirst Dynasty.” These might indicare
thit at least_one Egyptian or Egypuanized Nubian ruled over an
independent kingdom in Upper Mubia. It has also been argued that
Shoshenq 1 (945-924 8C) mvaded Nubia in an atempt to secure
goods from the south and that the Nubian woops who served in his
later Palestinian campaign may have been taken prisoner by him it this
time.* His intervention in Nuobia, ifiroccurred, appeass w have produced
no lastng results,
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The important role thar was played by the Amon cult av Gebel
Barkal after 750 BC has been interpreted as evidence thar this cult was
mainiained there without interruption since the end of the New King-
dom. This, in trn, suggests that many Egyptian maditions may have been
preserved in Upper Nubia during the period following the Egyprian
withdrawal. It is possible, however, that the Amon cult was revived
abour 750 8¢ by Nubian rulers who judged chat by pawonizing the
principal Theban deity they would win the support of thar city against
the Libyan dynasts to the north. Some wade probably continued
berween Nubia and Egypr but it is unknown whether such contact
encouraged the survival of Egyptian customs or whether Nubia as a
whole returned to an essentially wibal way of life. The Dongola Reach
may not have had to regress greatly if; as some believe, the Egyptianiza-
tion of that region was superficial by comparison with what had aken
place north of the Third Cararact.

1Hae 71

THE NAPATAN KINGDOM
Archacological evidence for the history of Upper Nubi recommences
¢, 850 BC when the first interments appear o have been made in what
Mate 723 was 10 become the royal cemetery at Kurru a few miles downstream
Fig. 51 from Gebel Barkal. There it is possible to trace the rise of a famly that
won control of Nubia and for a century was o rule Egypt as well. The
highest ground in the cemetery is occupied by thireen wmuli thae
Reisner has plausibly ordered chronologically in terms of increasing
size and complexity. He cstimated that these umuli represent the firse
five ar six generations of the dynasty, preceding a centain King Kashua,
whose influence extended inw Upper Egypt sometime before 750 Be.
The most prominent location in the cemetery is occupied by a small
Fig. 32 tmulus (Tumulus 1) covering a grave oriented north o south and
with a simple burial niche on the west side. Reisner judged this to be the
oldest grave in the cemetery. In later tumuoli nearby, the burial pic was
covered with stone slabs, while lower down the slope were two wmuli
surrounded by rings of masonry and enclosed with horseshoe shaped
stone walls. One of these umuli had 2 mud brick chapel against its
cast face. Sull farcher down were eight burial pits covered by square
sandstone mastabas equipped with masonry chapels and receangular
‘sandstone enclosure walls. Two of the liest mastbas, which are
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Fig. 51 Plan of the cemetery at Kuren {afeer Danhan 1430 - niap 1)

artributed w che reign of Kasha, had burial pits ortented easl 1o west in
traditional Egyptian style, This was w0 be the orientauon of all Nubian
royal tombs from that time onwards.

Eurther advances can be observed in the reign of Kasha's successar
Piye (the name was formerly read Piankhi), when corbelled vaules were
used to cover the burial pits. In order that the vault of Piye’s tomb could
be finished prior to his funeral, a sairway was cut through the rock thar
opened into the cast end of the burial chamber through a rock-cue
doorway. The superstructure of his tomb was probably a SIEEFI'Sl.dL':j
pyramid like those of later Nubian royal burials. Three of Piye's
successors, Shabako, Shebitku, and Tanwetamani were also interred at
Kurru, To avoid having to build pyramids over 6ll, the SLalTwWYs
of these later tombs were cur more deeply and the last steps ran through
a rock tunnel before reaching burial chambers enurely excavared in the
rock. This was to remain the standard design for royal rombs unal the
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Kushite kingdom came o an end over a millennium later, although the
number of subwerranean chambers varied. From Piye onwards, kings
and queens were buried in separate pars of the Kurru cemetery; a
custom which reflected the increasing status of these later monarchs.
While the carliest graves at Kurmu were humble structures architeceur-
ally, their contents, even after heavy plundering, indicate the prospenity
of their occupants. Alongside plain stone arrowheads were found
fragments of Egyptian alabaster and faience vessels as well as a con-
siderable quantity of Eold nbjtf_'ts. These included necklaces, earings,
and finger rings ol Egyptian workmanship, Among the beads, was a
large gold nugget inscribed with hieroglyphs. Such objects suggest ar
least sporadic contact with Egypr. It is tempting o imagine that the
men buried at Kurru were invelved in tading with Egypt, which
included the export of gold dust. The gold omaments from Kurm may
have been objects that the Egypuans supplied in retum for raw materials.
A few features of the earliest burials at Kurru are also charactenistic
of the Kerma culre, In both, graves were covered with a low circular
mound, while the dead were laid on their side on Nubian beds. The
northesouth orientation of the burial chamber was also an un-Egyptian

The Kingdon of Kusl

rait that occurs occasionally at Kerma, Retainer sacrifice does not appear
to have been practised at Kurru, although it was practised on 2 substantial
scale in the later phases of the civilization that the Kurru monarchy was
wo initiate. The stamped and incised black wares assoctated with this
civilization also scem to be derived from the Kerma culture or the
C.Horizon generally.

The growth of the new Upper Nubian st was acalitated by
polical conceprs that appear to have been mdigenous w0 Nubu.
These included distincdly un-Egypeian practices, such as passing thie
throne from elder to younger brother, the confirmation of the king by the
army, and a rradition of riwal regicide. There i also evidence rh..u the
native word for king kwr (later, in Meroitic, gore) was used i the
Dongola area already n the New Kingdom;'® indeed, it (or a closely
cognate term) may have been used at Kerma, Calling the new kingdom
K ush may have been an attempt w identify, not with the former Fgypuan
viceroyalty, bur with the sull older state of Kerma (Kush), \-.']-.ﬂs:c
memory may have been cherished in Nubian popular traditions, This
does not require that a coherent tradition of government of Kerma
origin had survived the Egyptian occupation of Upper Mubia. What we
know about Egyptian policy in the New Kingdom makes such an
eventuality unlikely. Moreover, even Egyptian customs that ought to
have been familiar to the descendants of an Egypuiamzed chite are
conspicuously lacking in the early burials in the Kurru cemerery.

Fip 53 Gold mugget dwscribed
with hieroglyphs from grave al
Karru fafter Dunhane 1950 fig,
e
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There is no evidence that the rulers of Kurru were descended from the
Keerma Diynasty or that their monarchy was a resurgence of the older
kingdom, Kerma and Kurmu were located at opposite ends of the
Dongola Reach and the Kurm cemetery suggests the rapid evolution of
power from humble beginnings, rather than the revival of a specific
royal tradition after 4 long period of foreign domination. In origin, the
Kushite royal house appeirs to have been a lineage or tribal group thar
posscssed obvious commercial and military talents bue was liele affecred
by Egypuan customs. Such a group might have entered the region after
the collapse of the New Kingdom. While there now appears to be no
basis for Reisner's claim that the royal family was of Libyan erigin,"!
Priese has suggested that during the New Kingdom at least some of the
inhabitanis of Dongola were already Nubianespeaking, while Meroitic,
the official language of the later Kingdom of Kush and therefore
presumably of the Kurru rulers, was originally confined to the Shendi
region above the Fifth Cararact.’* He argues that the Meroites could
lave occupied the Kurro region afier the New Kingdom and one of
their chiefs established the new Kushie Dynasty. The physical anthro-
pological evidence from Kurmu suggests that these rules belonged
essentially o the same stock as did the people of Kerma, The black, as
opposed 1o brown, skinned Nubians depicted in New Kingdom art

prusumabl}' lived sull farther south.'s

THE (LHNQIIIES'T OF EGYPRT
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According o later inscripuons, the immediate predecessor of King
Kashta was called Alara. He probably exercised control over most of
Upper Nubia, being recognised as supreme ruler by the local dynasts
of the regior. His power may also have extended into the Shendi
region abour the Fifth Cataract, although the earliest burials identified
at Meroe, which centuries later was 1o become the capital of the Kushire
state, are from the reign of Piye.'t Alara’s brother Kasha was sufficiently
in control of Nubia o be able ro fish in the woubled internal affairs of
Egypt. Northern Egypr was divided among a number of weak and
quarrelling Libyan princes, while the Thebans periodically rebelled
against Lib}ran rule. This dissension allowed Kashea to resume, on
an enlarged scale, the struggle thar had pitted Libyans against Nubians
at the end of the Twentieth Dynasty. Although Kashra called himself

The Kingdom of Kush

King of Upper and Lower Egypr, the nn.lg,r concrete wmdcl:cl: of l'l.JS
activities in Egypt is a stela that he erccted in the temple uF.l\lmum at
Aswan. Nevertheless, Nubian garrisons wrrclcsmb]sshcd in southern
Egypt by early in the reign of Kash:;}'s son Piye, who succc.{:ﬂr.ﬁ hm;‘
¢. 747 BC. Piye also claimed the allegiance of Libyan rulers as fi n-.}.r:].
as Middle Egypt. Tt appears to have been he whn.m.mp:]lm:l the High
Priestess of Aman, who was a Libyan, to adopt his sister Amenirdis as
her successor-designate.'* At this peried, the High P_rln:su:ss was the
Linswoman of the ruler who claimed suzerainry over ['hebes and her
office symbolized the alliance between the nmns.m-hy.and the Amon
cule. Thus, by acting as he did, Piye was reinforcing his clam o e the
rightful ruler of Thebes. ; _ e
T the twenty-first year of Piye’s reign, a Libyan prince named Tefnakhe
sdvanced southward threatening Thebes. At the behest of his army
officers who were stationed in Egypt, Piye advanced north ;s"nd n a
military eampaign, n which he posed as t!:r; champion of Egyptian
rraditions against Libyan usurpers, he established his suzeramty over
the whole of Egypt. This triumph, which was recorded in Egyptan
hieroglyphs on a fine siela erected n the temple of Amon at Gebel
Barkal, greatly enhanced the power of the Kushie kings. 1t also gave
rise tna marked distinction berween ruler and ruled thar was to characterize
Kushite society for many hundreds of years.'® Piye and his SuCEEssors
continued to style themselves Kings of Upper and Lower Egypt and,
in keeping with their new status, did many things '|.‘.|cﬁu.mg an Egypoan
monarch, In Nubia, Egyptian was adopred as the written language of
the state, Egyptian arts and crafts Aourished, and large stone tombs
and temples were erected 1o proclaim the power of the new rulers.
Either voluntarily or by compulsion many Egypuan administrators,
priests, artiss, and crafismen were brought w serve the new [Pharaohs
in their Upper Nubian homeland. The bodies of some of these expartn-
ates may be among the mummified interments thar make up a large
part of the early cemerery at Sanam, an extensive settlement on the left
bank of the Nile berween Kuru and Gebel Barkal. The palace and
storerooms at this site suggest that it, rather than Gebel Barkal, may have

been the actual scar of government ar this time.*”

The adoption of Egyptian customs can best be waced in the royal

cemetery at Kurru, As early as the reign of Kashta, the orientation of
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bunals was alered 1 conform with Egyptian practice and in the reign
of Piye the first pyramids were built, While the royal pyramids were of
stone, their steep sides betray them as copies of the small mud brick
pyramids of afluent Egypuans of the New Kingdom rather than of the
royal pyramids of an earlier age. Within another generation, bed
burials were passing out of fashion. Later, Kushite monarchs were 1o be
mummified and provided with wooden coffins and sometimes with
stone sarcophagi,

This period also saw the emergence in Upper Nubia of a government
controlled economy meodelled along Egypuan lines. Egyptian or
Egyptian tramned crafismen wined out luxury goods for the enjoyment
of the upper classes. Large amouns of standardized wheelmade
pottery also occur in the major centres, suggesting that centralized
control was exercised over the surpluses of many basic commodities.
Although the contents of the storerooms artached 1o the palace at Sanam
date from a lawr period, one¢ room contined treasure that Piye had
carried off from Egypr. Another contained elephant tusks, some possibly
carmarked for Egypr.'® Long after the Kushite kings lost contral of
Egypt and of the revenue thar such conwol could provide, trading
continued to supply them with Egyptian luxury goods.

The Kushite kings also strove to promote the worship of Egypuan
demies throughour Nubia, partcularly that of the god Amon. Piye
and his successors, Shabako and Taharga, either renovared New
Kingdom temples or erected new ones ar Meroe, Gebel Barkal, Sanam,
Kawa, and possibly Tabao, all of which appear w have Rounshed as
administrative centres at this period. While Kawa, Gebel Barkal, and
perhaps Tabo had been occupied in the New Kingdom, it remains to
be determined whether any of them had been inhabited continuously
since thar time. Taharga, the third successor of Piye, also appears
have erected shrins at various abandoned Egyptian sites in Lower
Nubig; including Semna, Buhen, and Qasr Ibrim.'® These shrines
possibly mark the location of small Wubian garrison setdlements guarding
the route north. In their inscriptions, the Kushiie kings proclaimed their
devotion to the gods of Egypt and contrasted their orthodox behaviour
with the laxness of the defeated Libyans. Wharever natve deites were
worshipped in Nubia were no mere honoured by the carly Kushite
kings than they had been by the Pharachs of the New Kingdom.

The Kingdom of Kush

Such gods were either silently syncrerized with Egypuian ons or ignored
altogether by these Egypuanizing monarchs. . .

The conquerors of Egypt were anxious o impose an I:_g}-puaa.vs:}'le
political organization upon their homeland and w0 achieve .:hﬁ end
embraced the values and cults of the older civilization. In so doing, they
were acting much as the kings and chieftains of northem Europe did
when they embraced Christianity. Ie would be wrong to suggest that
they were behaving cynically, yet it is cleas that what :hr.?;.- did rapidly
consolidated the social and economic base on which their own power
and that of their heirs rested. While the courtiers’ graves at Sanam and
Meroe reflect varying degrees of Egypuianization, the Sanam cemetery
also reveals that a large un-Egyptianized element survived for several
hundred years.* If this could happen in the shadow of the royal court,
it seems likely to have been the rule in the village and tribal encampments
of the Dongola and Shendi regions; the count culture of Egypt by.m
very nature was not something to be shared by the peasantry or {:leum?g
classes. Kushite civilization differed from that of Egypr only that in
Egypt the Grear Tradition had arisen our of a way .nf life that was
largely preserved by the peasantry, whereas in MNubia it was a foreign
importation that the local elite had taken upon l:t.mrrl_.srl\r-:i_,

Yer scholars may over-estimate the Egyptianization of the Napatan
elite. Politically and culturally, their monuments were concerned wu!1
validating their claim to be the righdul rulers of Egypt, while their
written records were probably composed for them by Egypuans. These
records may reflect an ideal beuer than they do reality. We have already
noted peculiar institutions of Kushite kingship and indigenous tdles

that are only rarely or imperfectly recorded until a Jater age. As rulers of

Kush, the Nubian kings may have behaved in a manner quite .aljc‘n to
their Egyptian self-image. One example of a sprciﬁtnll}' !‘x‘ghmn pre.
occupation are the horse burials that are associated with royal ineerments
from Piye to Tanwetamani. The rich trappings of these burials are the
first evidence of a persistent Nubian infatuation with this rare and cosly
animal.?* .
Piye was content to be acknowledged as suzeran by the princes
of Lower Egypt, who soon tried to reassert their independence. Alter
Piye's death, his brother Shabako (716-702 BC) rr»rm!:lislmi conrrol
over the whole of Egypt. He and his successor, Shebitku, who was
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Piye’s son, remained securely in conwol of Egypr, although the expand.
ing Assyrian empire posed a growing danger. Shebitku’s younger
brother, Taharqa, came w the throne ¢ 690 Bc but, while he strove to
consolidate his position, his armies were repeatedly defeared by the
berter armed and beter disciplined Assyrian forces, who ilso enjoyed
the tacit suppom of some Libyan princes. Thebes was occupied by an
Acssyrian army 1n 666 BC, although the Kushie Governor, Mentemher,
continued to admunister the city after the Assyrians withdrew. Taharga's
nephew Tanwetamani momentarily regained control as far north as
Memphis, but his progress was halted by the retum of the Assyrian
king Ashurbanipal who sacked Thebes in 663 Be. By 654 B, the
Thebans acknowledged the Assyrians’ puppe ruler, Psammerichus 1,
as their king and Nubian rule in Egypt was at an end. Lower Nubia
was once again abandoned and for many years was to remain a no-man's
land between Egype and Kush.

Although they were never again to rule Egype, the Kushite monarchy
survived for over a thousand years; far longer than any one pc:iud of
Egypuan unity. The prospericy of the kingdom varied through ume, bue
threughout this period Kush was able to defend its northern border and
w maintain the raditons of Pharaonic Egypt, even after these had
withered away n Egypr iself.

CHAPTER IX

Conclusions

Largely because of Egypt's geography and the nature of s resources
there was a tendency towards greater governmendl contral of the
economy than in most early civilizations. Whenever Egypt had a srong
central government, that government sought o extend is power south-
ward along the Nile corridor in arder to control trade routes, eliminate
middlemen, and deal direcily with the suppliers of sub-Saharan raw
materials who lived in Upper Nubia. The Egyptians also exploied the
raw materials of the adjacent deserss and recruited Nubian bowmen
for their armics. The question arises, however, why, from the Old o
the Middle w the New Kingdom, did Egypuian conwol penerrate
farther and with greater thoroughness inw MNubia? Techriologieal
advances, especially related to riverine transport, may have permited a
more cflective occupation. There is, however, no direct evidence of
such technological progress and it seems unlikely chart the Old Kingdom
sociery that built the Great Pyramids was unable to solve the logistical
problems necessary to occupy all of Nubia.

It is also possible that the increasingly effective oecupation of Mubia
depended upon institutional developments, particulasly i the organiza.
tion of the army and the national bureaucracy. While these structures
apparently grew increasingly complex, the precise significance of the
changes is litde understood. [t seems more likely that Egypt's greater
involvement in Nubia resulted from a growing need for exotic raw
materials and lawerly also for gold. These needs resulted both from
an increasing demand for such materials by the Egyptian clie and from

the Egyptian government’s involvement in an expanding neework of

luxury wrade around the castern Mediterranean. Satisfying the demands
of this network, required the increasingly efficient bur also the mcreasingly
costly exploitation of Nubia.

The effects of Egyptian policy upon the people of Lower MNubia are
clear from the archacological record. During periods of weak Egypuian
government, the Lower Nubians were able to profit from mading with
the Epyptians and sometimes found employment as mercenaries i the

149



Conclusions

L i

Egypuian armies. During periods of strong central government, they
were excluded from trading neoworks and Egypuian goods were difficult
to obtain. The creation of a centrally managed economy early. in the
First Diynasty seems to have resulted in the disintegration of the A-Group
culture, while during the Middle Kingdom the C-Group people were
forced into local selfsufficiency.

Egyptian policy was further complicated by the impact thar i
economic activities had upen Upper Nubia. The centrally administered
wade that Egype carried on with the south enhanced the prestige of
local chiefiains who negotiated with the Egyptian traders on behalf of
their own and neighbouring peoples. Such conditions favoured the
development of a seriss of chicfdoms or rudimentary states m LUipper
Mubia. The earliest known was lam, whose ruler appears o have been
treated with considerable respect by Egypuian wading officials during
the Sixth Dynasty. The massive border defences of the Twellth Dynasty
hine at a considerable military threar from the south, but it 15 only for the
Kerma civibization, which reached us climax during the Second
Intermediate Period, that archaeological information about a Nubian
kingdom becomes available. Although the court culture of Kerma
manifested strong Egyprianizing tendencies, the practice of retainer
sacrifice indicates that local customs played an important role in the
life of this state. While Kerma was a hierarchical socicty with a powerful
elite and a well developed slave class, its free citizens do not appear
have been sharply divided into an cliee and non-tlite, as was the more
evolved Egypuian society. In spite of the significant role that Kerma
played in Nile Valley politics during the Second Intermediate Period,
the apparent ease with which it was suppressed by the Pharaohs of the
Mew Kingdom suggests thar irs military and territorial adminisiration
had nor reached an advanced stage of development.

After 00 years of Egyptian rule and culwral indoctrination and
another 300 years when it was apparently a poliical vacuum, Upper
Mubia produced a powerful new kingdom which conquered and
ruled Egypt for almost a ceneury. The spectacular success of this Kushite
kingdom may reflect a knowledge of statecrafe derived from Kerma or
othe yet unknown Mubian prototypes even more so than from the years
of Egyprian occupation, Some of the skills that the Kushites displayed
m intervening in Egyptian polities may also have been learned from

Nubian involvement in the mercenary politics that were so important
in Egypt at the end of the New Kingdgm. Yet, d_]:hnugh it ruled
effectively over the middle reaches of the Nile Valley for over 2 millen-
nium, the Kushite state never agan challenged Egypt s_l:m'n.nly, even
during perinds of weak government i the north. Much of the long term
success of the early Kushite kings can perhaps be aurtbuted 1o the skills
with which they courted regional suppon m Upper Egypt and us::"}_
their subsequent control of Egypr to introduce imporeant r.-]umu::nslul
Egyptian political and economic organization 1nto thew ]]r?l‘.ﬂcl.md. T l.u:
result was the rapid development of a class-conscious soclery similar in
type to that of Pharomic Egypt. The birth of the Kll.ihltr.' kingdom
was undoubtedly the most important development m I!l1.{.‘ ancient
history of Nubia. The region had long been a ]1|'1:tr.'1'|.'ll1t.|, dnn_un.md and
cxploied by the Egypuians; now it wimnessed the creation of a state thar
was able to rule Egypt for a time and, more importantly, wis to be the
first of a series of states that were o guarantee Nubia's sovereifnty and
independence, It was not untl AD 1821 that Egypt was agam able to
conttol the internal affairs of the Sudan and even thar control was t be
swept aside after only 6o years by the Mahdist independence movement.
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Notes on the Plates

[

Rock pictores of giraffes ar site 203
(Fulb in the Bam el-Hagar). Although
rock pictures are notoriously difficole w
date, on stylistic and associational grounds
these have been designated as lare pre.
historic, Giraffes continue to be represented
in Mubia into later times,

Termimal A-Group grave (Mo, 49) fram
cemetery 4or at Sahaba, nonh of Wadi
Halfa. The body is of a2 mature male. A
leather cap covers the head, an ostrich
feather fan the lower pant of the chest and
part of the arms. Below the fan is a light
grey quartzite paletee bearing traces of green
malachite pigment. The photograph is
raken from the norh,

Egyptian reliel from Gebel Shatkh Suleis
man showing Egyptian ship with prison-
ers and slaughtered foes, The attribution of
the scene to the reign of King Dijer is based
on the serebh an the far left which Arkel]
believed contained his name. This in-
terpretation has recently been challenged.
Mevertheless, the relief indicates Egyptian
activity in the vicinity of the Secand
Cataract about the beginning of the First
Diynasty.

Terminal A-Group setlement ac Afyeh,
Lower Mubia. The houses were cone
structed of rough sandstone slabs set in
Mile mud. Some had as many as six rooms
with interconnecting  doorways, which
may have been provided with single-leaved

Wy

(=

woaden doars, The lack of similar howses
in contemporary A-Group sites suggesis
that this site may have been the residence of
a local chicftain.

Bowl of black-mouthed ‘eppeshell’ ware
with red painted design on pale brown
background, Nordsrrom's Type A VIII
ad. From grave 4o, cemetery 401, Sahaba,

Recto of the Palermo Stone, a fragmene of
black basale manument providing a record
of the carly kings of Egypt through the
Fifth Dynasty. The top row gives the
names of Predynastic rulers. The following
rows provide the names of later kings and
are divided into compartments, each listing
one or more memorable evens for each
successive year of their reigns, The first
substantially preserved compartment in the
bottom row is for a year (3 + 2) of the reign
of Sneferu. Among various activities, ine
cluding ship-building, it records ‘hacking
up the land of the Nubians. Bringing of
7,000 living prisoners and 200,000 larpe
and small carele’. Height 43,5 cm., width 25
e, thickness 6.5 cm, Palermo Museum,

Buildings of Fourth and Fifth Dymnas
ties at Buben. Part of the Old Kingdom
wwn located ponh of the later Middle
Kingdom Fortress ar Buhen. The own
had defence walls of rough stone masoney 2
metres wide and the buildings were of a
mixture of brick and dry stone walls. The
eatliest construction at the site may date

201
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fram the Third Dynasty or earlier. Varions
rebuilding went on in the course of the
settlement's lang history

Seated stacne showing King Khafre under
the protection of the hawk-god Horus, A
lieele ower life-size, the statue was found in
the Valley Temple of the king's pyramid
complex at Giza, The grey-green diorite
for the starue probably came from the
Toshka quarrics, which were already
worked by Khafre's predecessot King
Khuofu, Height 168 cm. Fourth Dynasey,
e 2520 po. Cairo Muoseum,

Weathered sandstone fragment of an Qld
Kingdom inscuption found ar Toshka
West. The toponym Satju is visible in the
first {right-hand) eolumn of text, The
second column reads 'T have brought all
sood things that come therefrom.' It is
possible thar this stela, like a beter pre.
served one of the Middle Kingdom found
nearby, commemorates the exploitation of
the diarite guarries of the Western Desert,
Heighe 25 em,, width 21 em., thickness 12
cm,

C-Croup burial Mo. 76 from Cemetery C
at Toshka West. The busial, apparently of
2 woman, had a plain copper mirrot by the
head, four wvory rings on the left hand, a
necklace of monled stone and faience
beads, and triplesstrand anklets of ostrich
epgeshell beads. There were also traces of 2
leather garment. Provisionally actributed to
the Middle Kingdam,

Pair of ivory armlees from a tomb of the C-
Group period. Cemerery © at Toshka
West.

Entrance to tomb of Harkhof, in the cliff at
Kubbet el-Hawa, opposite Aswan. Har.

202
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khuf is represented on either side of the
doorway; on the left he leans on 4 staff with
his san holding a censer in frane of him.
The biographical inseriptions on cither
side of the doorway recount his first three
trading expeditions to Mubia. Out of sight
on the far right is the child king Pepi IT's
letter concerning the dwarf Harkhuof
braught from Nubia on his fourth expedi-
ton. Above the entranee are the standard
prayers for offerings and a geod burial
and a listing of the deceased’s virrues.

Figures from a painted model of a com.
pany of forty Mubian archers. Found in the
tomb of Mesehti at Assiug, alongside a
similar group representing Egyptian spears
men. The Nubians are distinguished by
their dark skin and polychrome garments.
Fiest Imtermediate Period, Tenth Dynasey,
Height 35.5 cm, Cairo Museum.,

Portions af trularies of Kings Kakare Ineef
and Iyibkhentre on a rock ar Toshka East,
These may record effors by Egyptian rulers
of the First Intermediate Period to contral
Lower Mubia, Although unknown from
the surviving evidence in Egypt, these
names are attested elsewhere in Lower
Mubia,

Deeply inseribed Middle Kingdom hiere
aric graffito from Buohen, Hill A, No. 6.
The text  reads:  “Wedjato's  son
Amenembhet’s son Nesmon's son Amen-
emhet. The scribe Iwu's son In's son In's
son Menhotep, Heren's son In's son
Kay. Hika's son Itj's son I’ These
inseriptions appear to date from the Twel.
fth Dynasty and the four individuals
commemorated may be members of a
wartch pasty stationed on the hill, The twa

I
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cattle to the left are C-Group in style and
somewhat carlier than the hieratic rexs,

Statue of King Senwosret 111 A highly
individual portrait from Medamuod near
Karnak: On the breast an amulet is
suspended from a necklace. The arms and
sections of the legs are restored. Drark-grey
granite. Total height of statue 167.5 cm.
Caro Musenm MNo. so40.

View of the Semna Cataract, looking
sautheast from the Semna fort. A narrow
felsite dike crosses the Nile, foreing the
entire flow of the river through a gap that is
scarcely more than 30 metres wide during
the season of low water, The fortress of
Kumma, on the east side of the Cataract, is
visible ar top left. This photograph was
taken in the course of Reisner’s excavations
at Sempa in the 19205,

The fortress ar Buhen, showing  the
northwest line of Middle Kingdom
fortifications. The additions that were
made when the fort was reconstrocted in
the New Kingdom have been removed.
The massive mud brick walls were streng.-
thened by bastions and their base protected
by a loop-holed parapet overhanging a
rack-cur ditch over 6 metres deep. On the
outside of the ditch was a glacis sur
mounted by a covered walkway. Locared
at the foor of the Second Cararace, Buhen
was the major link berween the frontier
forts and Egypr,

Upper part of the Lower River Stair ar
Uranarti, View looking south, The broad
Upper Stair ran owtside the north face of
the north wall of the fort, Tt led 1o 2
platform from which the upper part of the

20
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Lower Stair descended parallel to the
north spur wall of the fore for 110 metres
before entering a runnel. It then continued
for ancther 100 metres o the minimom
low warer level. These stairs assured the
garrison of a water supply in time of siege.

Portion of the mud slipway on the plain
north of Mirgissa. Approximate width
3.50 metres. Actributed to the Middle
Kingdom or the Second Intermediate
Period, it was used when wetted 10 haul
cargo and perhaps boats around the
Kabuka Rapids. The slipway consists of a2
concave mud track poured between two
lines of mud brick. Traces of human
footprints and sledge or keel marks were
visible in the dried mud.

Hemains of stone-tipped spears found in
room H in the porthwest coener of the
Upper Fort ar Mirgissa, Three adjacent
rooms appear to have been used as an
armoury. The rooms contained a large
number of Rinttipped spears, javelins, and
arrows, a5 well as bows and shields, The
fint was imported from Upper Egypr.
The weapons appear to dace from the
Thirteenth Dynasty. Total length of spears
75=85 cm.

Middle Kingdom forr ar Semna, View of
the north gate looking south aver the glacis.
The Mile ean be seen on the left, The
temple of Thutmose 1 dominates the
skyline within the fort. Originally the
walls of the fort rose to a heighr of 10 metres
oI more,

East half ofthe foreress of Flumma, loaking
w the sautheast (up the Nile), Afier
Reisnet's excavatons in the 10205 The
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farress was built on rnr_']t].l hill and was
small and approximarely recrangular, Sec-
tions of the outer wall are preserved.
Kumma was built in the Twelfth Dynasty
but lacks the reconstruetion work visible at
Semna, During the Mew Kingdom, n
appears to have been nccupied only by a
small civil community and 1J}l priests
of a temple dedicated to Khnum and Sen-

woseer [T,

;
Southeast wing of the fort ar Uronart,
looking southease. The fart was buile an 2
rocky eminence which it commanded by
means of twa spur walls, The shorter spur
wall, shown hete, rin oot fram the
southeast corner af the forn w the
sautheast, then wened at a night angle. The
fore was constructed by Senwaster 111 in
his 16th regnal year.

East wall of the Upper Forr at Mirgissa
looking north, Just south of the stairway a
gate 2.5 metres wide passes through the east
wall, giving aceess to a river staie which
descends the eliff to the plain and the river.
Traces af buttresses are visible along the
outside of the cast wall,

Upper Fort, Mirgissa. Rostrum in room
2, looking northeast. Room 32 appears
ariginally to have been a long northesouth
roam (24,5 by 7.5 meeees) in 4 block of
roams against the north wall of the inner
fort. Against the north wall was a rostrum,
stage, or altar of mud brick plastered and
panted dark blue. A rtack worn by
footsteps ascending the stair was clearly
visible. The three nonthernmost column
bases in room 32 are in contact with the
roserim. One seill has the lower part of its
wooden  column preserved, Beyond, a2

204
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portion of the walls of the fort age visible,

Red granite stela found at Semna and
dating from the sixteenth regnal year of
Senwaoseet T, The round wop is filled with
the representation of a winged sun disc,
below which are 21 lines of wexr. The text
reaffirms Senwaosret's establishment of his
southern boundary at Heh (Semna) and
enjomns his suceessors o maintain this
boundary. It also refers o 1 stawe of
himself that Senwosret erected ac this poine.
The stela was discovered by Lepsius in
1844. It was broken imo two pieces.
Although the lower pant was sent im.
mediately to Berlin, the upper parc was
furgotten by Lepsius’ workmen and did
not leave Semna unil 1886, The two
pieces were rejoined in Belin in 18s9.
Berlin Museum MNo. rig7.

Middle Kingdom fortress ar Serra East.
View from upper terrace looking west
towards the Mile, The southern halfof the
interior harbour of the fort is visible ar the
top of the photograph. The harbour was
cut from bedrack, bur brick and stone
embankments were necessary on all four
sides. The proximity of a railway embank-
ment  prevented  examination  of  the
harbour's connection ta the Nile which lay
Just beyond.

Sandstone stela from Toshka West record-
ing work carricd out at the diarite quarries
in the Western Desert in the fourth regnal
year of Amenemher 11 Simpson ranslaces
the five vertical lines of text as follows:
"There eame the reporter Horembhet to ferch
mbomtstone. The number of his force:
guzrdsmen . . .; chamber officials 20;
lapidarics go; quarriers 200; workmen

30

31
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1,006; asses 1,000, Heght $7.5 om,,
width 37 em., thickness 12-15 cm.

Twa flood level records from the second
and third regnal years of Sekhemre Khur.
owe af the Thirteenth Dynasty. These
occur on the north face of 4 granite block
near the southeast corner ol the Semna fort.
The lower inscription states that it was
made when the royal ereasurer and overseer
of the troops, Renseneb, was commander
in the fortress of Semna.

Western Deffufa at Kerma viewed from
the west. The stairway leading to the top of
this otherwise solid mud brick structure is
clearly visible near the south end. The
main pare of the Deffufa, visible in this
photograph is 52 metres long, 26 metres
wide, and still stands 19 metres high. It has
been variously interpreted as an Egyptian
fort or trading post or par of the palace of
the King of Kush.

Porery from burial ¥ 315, Kerma, This
was one of the subsidiary graves in Tumu-
lus K 111, Most of the vessels are Kerma
Ware beakers. The photograph indicates
the lustrous finish, thin walls, and sharp
rims thar are characreristic of this ware,
Also charaeteriseic is the irmegular serip of
metallic white separaring the black interior
lip from the deep red lower portions of
these vessels. Contrary to former belief,
these vessels were not wheel-made,

Daggers and sheaths from Kerma, Dag.
gers were very common in the Eastern
Cemetery ar Kerma, Each consisted of
three paris: a blade of bronze, grip of
tortoise-shell or weed, and bun af ivory,
fastened together with bronze rivets. The
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blades were from 12 cm. to 42 cm. long.
These daggers were disunct local variants
of standard Egyptian types. The sheaths
generally consist of a single piece of leather,
folded lengthwise and sewn down the
middle of the back.

Ivory-inlaid footboard of bed ftom Eastern
Cemetery at Keema, The bed was for the
main intermenr in K g49, 2 subsidiary
grave In tumulus K IV, The top row
shows four fying vultures with outspread
wings, the middle row five Theeris-figures,
and the bottom row four ant-bears. While
comparative material from Egype is largely
wanting, the arrangement of the fgures
appears to be non-Egypeian, although the
motifs are Egyptian ones. Length, 5.5 cm.

Burteess walls supporting the south wall of
the main corridor through twmulus K X,
Kerma. View looking east. The careful
siepping of the ends of these shore walls
indicates that they were never intended to
extend farther,

Tumulus K [T in the Eastern Cemetery at
Kerma, View looking north after exca.
vation. The mortuary chapel known as the
Eastern Deffufa (K II) is visible in the
background, K III was the lasgest of the
Kerma rumuli, being 90 merres in diam-
eter. The framework of the mound con-
sisted of 2 complicated series of mud brick
reaining walls, of which some of the lateral
ones are here visible. The chambers formed
by erecting further short walls between the
retaining walls mark subsidiary graves.

Lifessize statue of the Lady Sennuwy
found in the main eormidor of K II1.
Fragments of 2 companion statue repre-
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senting her husband Djefaihapi, Prince of
Assiut in Middle Egype, were also found
in the mumulus, Djefaibapi lived in the
reign of Senwaosteet I and the discovery of
these statues led Refsner 1o conclude that he
had come south as an Egyptian governor
and been buoried at Kerma., O 'Connor
suggests that these statoes may have been
later pifis from Hyksos kings o thenr
Kushite trading partmers. Dark grey gran-
ite, Height, 168 cm. Boston, Museum ol
Fine Ars,

Tumulus K TV in the Eastern Cemetery
at Kerma, View looking east along the
central corridor after excavatons. The
circular pature of the mound and the
arrangement of laceral walls at right angles
te the cencral corridar are plainly visible,
The large block af quartzite in the centeal
corridor 15 the cone that was originally
placed an top of the meund. The main
burial chamber (A) opened off the south
side of the central corridet near the middle,
Diameter of mound, 84,5 metres

Sacrificial chamber in tumolus K XV,
Kerma, View looking south. Although
K XV was not one of the largest o
most elaborate of the major wmuoli in the
Eastern Cemetery, forry-one bodies were
distinguished. At the southern end was a
trench extending the width of the room,
believed by Reisner to have once contained
the bed burial(s) of the principal
sacrifice(s). The principal burial is thought
o have been in the larger adjoining
chamber (an the left of the photo), Aver.
age length of sacrificial chamber 1252 cm.,
average width 540 em,

Tomb of the late C-Group, ar Toshka
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East. The burial chamber is in the form of
a mud brick vaule, The superstructure
consisted of a stone ring, onginally flled
with sand and gravel. Vaulted brick burial
chambers occur in Bienk's C.Group
period 11b, which is contemporary with
the Secend Intermediare Period.

Gazelle skull daubed with red and black
paint, from the Pan-Grave cemeeery { TW.
D) at Toshka West. Such offerings were
often placed alongside the shallow mounds
covering Pan-Crave interments.

Stela of Kamose. Found in the temple of
Karnak in rosq, this is apparentdy the
second of two stelae which described
Kamase's war against the Hyksos. The
first stela is known from a few broken
fragments and from a hieratic copy called
the Carnarvon Tablet. The preserved stela
records the eaptare of 2 leteer that the
Hyksos king was sending to the ruler of
Kush. The stela was erected by the
treasurer Meshi, who governed Thebes in
the king’s absence. Neshi is portrayed at
the bortom left of the seela,

Bronze dagger found near the offering
niche of the principal interment in 2 small
Pan-Grave cemetery (TW-D) at Toshka
West. The ivory bur is missing but is
skerched in on the basis of other finds, The
branze rivers and wooden inlays of the grip
are largely intact, The dagger is of Egyp-
tian nat Kerma design, and the cemetery
probably dates near the beginning of the
Eighteenth Dynasty, The cemetery may
belong to a small troop of Medjay who
were stationed as part of the Egypuian
occupation force in this region early in the
New Kingdom,
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Thutmose I, Conqueror of Upper Nubia,
Black granite seated statte in good state of
preservation. The king's bare feet rest on
nine bows, typifying his supremacy over
foreign peoples. Found ac Thebes early in
the minetcenth century. Height 168 om.
Deovettr Callection, Tuerin Muoseum, Cate
alogue No, 1374,

Mubians anacked by Ramesses [T from his
chariat, This relief from the remple ar Beir
el "Wali is reproduced from coloured casts
by Joseph Bonomi, now i the Brinsh
Museum. The MNubiins are dressed in
skins and armed with bows, They retreat
1o their village which lies among the dom
palms. As in many ather New Kingdom
reliefs, some Mubians are portrayed with
browe, others with black skin.

Relief showing Nubian captives from the
Memphite tomb of General (later King)
Horembeb. This finely exccuted scene
shows prisoners being kepe under close
watch by stick-wielding Egypuan guards,
while a seribe records them, Reign of
Tutankhamen, Bologna, Museo Civicn,

Nubian prisoners sent as taxes o Egypt.
From the presentation scene in the Theban
tomb (Mo, 4o] of Huy, Viceroy of Kush
in the reign of Tutankhamen, The fve
men are atticed in skin Joincloths. One of
the women carries a child on her back and
each leads a child by the hand,

Pyramid covering tomb of Amenembher,
Prince of Tehkhet, at Debeira West. View
Iooking east towards the Nile, The tomb is
cut from a rocky eminence about 300
metres from the Nile, The burial shaft lay
directly underneath the pyramid, which
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was a liele less than 7 meres square and
was surrounded by a beick wall. The
funerary chapel and a forecourt were cut
mto the hillside to the southwest of the
pyramid.

Funerary stela of Amenemher, Prince of
Tehkher, from the chapel of his tomb at
Diebeira West. OF grey granite or grey-
wacke. The front surface is well polished
and the upper part of the stela is decorared
with a relief. On the lefi, Amenemher iz
shown offering a libation to his deceased
father Rwiw, Prince of Tehkhert, and to his
mother Rwn3. Tothe right, Amencmber's
wife Hashepsn offers a drink w her
husband and hersell; perhaps cvidence
thar Amenemher died without an heir,
The Mubian names of the older generarion
contrast with the Egyptian ones of the
pounger generation. Amenembet appears
1o have succeeded his brother as Prince of
Tehkhet, Dimensions of stela 107 % 68 x
14 €,

Finer of two statues of Amenembher found
at Buhen, The inscriprion on his arm
identifies him as ‘the scribe Amenember’.
A smaller statue found almost touching
this one was inscribed as belanging to ‘the
seribe Amenemhet, begotten of the Prince
of Tehket Ruwiw and his wife Ruwni’
Bath appear to date prior to Amenemher
himself becoming Prince of Tehlkher.
Mothing in the iconography or text of
the statwe portrayed  here  indicates
Amenembet’s Nubian origin, Many other
‘Egyptian® officials in Nubiz may have
been of similar origin, OF ‘hard stane
resembling dionie’. Height 36 em. Uni-
versity Museum 1oo8o,
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Theee rock-cut tambs ar Toshka East as
seen froms the west {river side). They are cut
into a sandsone outerop that has since
been eroded by the wind and used as a
quarry. On the desert side, the upper half
of the hill has been lacgely cur away. The
tomb on the extreme right 15 thar of
Hekanefer. The other tombs are wnins
seribed, but presumably belonged to ather
Princes of Miam. All date from the New
Kingdam,

The second chamber o the tomb of
Hekanefer ar Tashka East. Seen from the
southeast. Four pillars supparted the roof,
but of the southcase pillar only the scump
remains. The pir, which is alongside the
south wall gives-aceess 1o the subterranean
bunal chambers. The chamber is roughly
hewn and the corners rounded. Mot lang
after Nubia's conversion ta Christianity,
this chamber appears to have served 25 an
anchorite's groto.

MNubian nobility 25 portrayed in the
Theban tomb of Huy (No. 4o). This
presentation seene shows upper class
MNubians wearing fashionable Egyprian
clothing decorated with ethnic mappings,
In the upper left, a Nubian lady rides in an
Epyptian chariot pulled by two small
axen. The prince at the upper right is
identified as Hekanefer, Prince of Miam,
The payments that the Nubians bring to
Huy and the king include gald rings, a
giraffe, bows, and weoden furniture, Late
Eighteenth  Dynasty, reign of Tutan.
khamen,

Rock shrine in a parly natural, panly
manmade concavity on the side of Gebel
App at Toshka East. View from southe
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west. While the carliest graffito may be of
the lare Middle Kingdom, the principal
cult scenes date from the New Kingdom
(late Eighteenth Dynasty). Fragments of a
stela and offering basin were found scar
tered below the shrine. A thick deposit of
Pan-Grave portery and animal bane, also
below the shrine, suggests thar during the
New Kingdom it was 4 cult centre of the
Pan-Grave people,

Smoothed panel of natural rock with well
carved relief from the rock shrine at Gebel
Agg. Mew Kingdom; probably late
Eighteenth Dynasty. 115 em. long by 42
em. wide, The panel portrays three seared
gods an the right facing a procession of five
Nubian worshippers. The gods are Horus
Loed of Miam, the deified Senwosrer 111,
and the Syrian god Reshep. The first two
worshippers are Nebsy and his wife
Tibiw. The third figure is Nebsy's son
Humay ‘the Medjay of His Majesty’ who
had the scene cur. Fourth is Humay's
brother Seninefer ‘the herdsman of the
cattle of Horus, Lord of Miam." The fifil
figure is a 'henchman of His Majesty’ and
also a ‘herdsman', The scene may come
memorate an affluent Pan-Grave family of
the early New Kingdom.

Reliefan the exterior of the New Kingdom
temple at Semna. It shows the deified
Pharaoh Senwosrer 11, of the Middle
Kingdom, embracing Thutmose 11, wha
lived four centuries later and buile the
temple at Semna. During the New King-
dom, Senwostet 11T was worshipped as a
patron deity in Lower Nubia,

Temple of Thurmase 111 in the forr at
Semna. West side, looking cast. This
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temple is of sandsione and was built or
finished by Thutmose TT1. It consisis of ane
long chamber, sill completely roofed, The
east portico has three square pillars. The
west portico (shown here) rerains a rece
tengular pillar ar its souch end and 2
polygonal column farther north. The north
end of the temple is an addition con-
structed of smaller blocks and nor bonded
to the main strueture. The temple is finely
decorared,

Temple at Amada, viewed from the south,
In the foreground is a stone portal which
was originally flanked by brick pylons.
On the right side of the doorway appears
Thutmose 111, on the left Amenhotep 11,
in the presence of Re-Horakhee. These two
Pharachs erected the temple, which was
extended by Thutmose IV, The remple
was dedicated o Amon-Re and Rer
Horakhte. An inscription within the
temple recounts that Amenhatep 11 caused
the body of a captured Syrian prince to be
hanged on the walls of Napata,

Stela of Thutmose 11T on the fagade of his
rock-cut shrine or temple at Ellesiya, The
inseription is attributed o the fifty-second
year of his reign, The templé consisted of
two small chambers cut inte the rock
adjeining a forecourt panly cut from the
rock and partly walled in, Wooden beams
let into holes in the cliff face supported a
roof over the lawer chamber, Ellesiya s
important s being an early prototype for
later rack-cur temples, such as thase at

Abu Simbel.

Fagade of the Great Temple hewn into the
cliffs on the west bank of the Nile ar Abu
Simbel. Viewed from the norcheast, Each
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side of the entrance is Aanked by two seated
statues of Ramesses 1T over 1o.5 metres
high. The one immediately to the left of the
entrance was destroyed in antiquity, pre-
sumably by an earthquake. To the righ
and left of cach colossus and between their
legs are smaller statues of other members of
the royal family. The fagade is crowned by
a cavetto cormice, above which is 2 row of
baboons worshipping the rising sun. This
photograph was taken prior to the remaval
of the temple to higher ground.

Four Osirid statves of Ramesses 11 within
the Grear Temple ar Abu Simbel, The
starues, over 9 metres high, line the north
side of the main axis of the hypostyle hall
and stand in front of four square pillars
supporting the roof. There are four similar
statues an the south side of the hall, The
hypostyle hall is the first and largest of a
series of chambers pencirating §5 metres
o the cliff. They lead o 4 small
sanctuary confaining large seated stitues
of Peah, Amon, ReHorakhee, and Ra-
messes [1.

The little Temple ar Abu Simbel, dedi-
cated to the goddess Hachor. View from
the west bank ofthe Nile looking west. This
temple is located a short distance north of
the Great Temple and has a rock-hewn
fagade 28 metres long and 12 metres high.
On either side of the entrance are two large
standing statues of Ramesses [T Aanking a
third statue of his principal wife, Mefertari,
All of these statues wear elaborate crowns,
The statues are separated by burtress-like
projections. The interior chambers of the
temple penetrate over 21 metres into the

cliff.
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Telief inside the Hathor Temple portray-
ing Queen Nefertari being crowned by the
goddesses Hathor and Isis. It is located to
ihe right of the entrance on the west wall of
the transverse chamber in front of the
sancruary.

Temple of Ramesses 1T at Wadi es-Sebua.
View southeast from rexr of wemple to.
wards the Nile, showing sand-filled coun
and stone pylen in front of which stood
four large statues of the king. Two fore
courts and the temple preciner were sur-
raunded by mud brick walls now largely
disappeared. The temple was dedicated 1o
Amon, Re-Harakhte, and Ramesses. Tts
hypostyle hall and sancroary were cut from
the living rock. Height of pylon 20 metres,
wideth 2.4 merres.

The only column still standing of the
remple at Sedeinga, This eemple, located 2
short. distance nonh of Soleb, was cons
stricted by Amenhotep 11T and dedieated
to the eult ol his wife Tiy, who appears to
have been warshipped with her husband
as a patron divinity of the region. The
capital of the column was appropriately
decorated with representations of the head
of the goddess Hathar,

Temple of Amenhotep [11at Saleh, View
of columns in the first court of the temple,
looking northeast towards the pylan, The
papyriform columns resemble chose erected
around the count of Amenhatep IIl's
temple at Luxor, Saleh has been described
as the finest Egyptian temple in Nubia, Iis
ancient name was Khaemmar, ‘Shining in
Truth’. The temple was dedicated to the
cult of the deified Amenhotep 1 and of
Amon,
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Ohne of a pair of monumental red granite
lions originally in the avenue of approach
ta the temple of Soleb, Begun by Amen.
hotep 111, this statue was complered and
inscribed by Tutankhamen. Both lions
were remaved to Gebel Barkal by the kings
of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty, Length 2.15
metres. Briush Museum,

Twa shawabus, of Ty EICEN ScTpentne,
mummiform, with plain wig and beard.
Both have ineised crossed hands and are
inscribed with a shawabu texe and the ritle
and name "Prince of Miam, Hekanefer',
They were found in the il near the bottom
of the pit leading ta the burial chambers in
the tomb of Hekaneler at Toshka East.
Although both are broken, the workman.
ship s very fine and supggests they were
made in Thebes, the Egyprian capital,
Heighe of left figure, 20.5 cm.

Decoration of west wall of tomb of Pennut
at Aniba, In the upper register the deceased
and his wife are pictured being led before
Osiris by the god Horus. Pennur was
Deputy of Wawat under Ramesses VI and
the inseriptions in his tomb provide impor-
tane informition about the administratian
of Lower Nubia during the Twentieth
Drynasty.

Carrisan quarters against the north wall of
the fortress of Dorginarti, View looking
west, The riins of a stone glacss can be seen
beyond the water-croded west (upstream)
tip of the fort, Although this was the lowest
preserved level in the interior of the for,
pottery, small finds, and inscriptions in-
dicate a lare New Kingdom date for its
{finalt) oceupation.

71 Gebel Barkal, with the great temple of
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Amon (B 500) at its base. Founded in the
New Kingdom the temple was repaired
and extended by Piye and other Twenty
fifth Dynasty monarchs. Gebel Barkal is 2
sandstone butte 93 metres high and was
revered by the Egyptians and Kushites as
Holy Mountain. It has been suggested thac
the face of Gebel Barkal was adorned with
four celossal figures of Taharga, cur from
the rock after the style of Abu Simbel,
Other scholars believe these ‘statues’ to be
natural formations. The view is looking
west,

The royal cemetery ar Kurru prior 1o
excavition beeween 1916 and 1010, The
view is looking northwest from the ruins of
Kurre I, a post Twenty-fifih Dynasey
pyramid. The low mounds in the middle
distance are mastabas belonging o the
‘main row’, Beyond is the low knoll thar is
the highest point in the cemetery. I
contained the earliest tumuli burials (¢, 850
Bo).

Notes on the Plate

73 Broken but almost complete statue of Kiny

74

Taharga in a sriding pose. Of black
granite. Found at Gebel Barkal. The king
1s partrayed in typical Pharaonic style, Hi
wears a tight-fiing cap adorned with twe
uraei and surmounted by tall plumes. The
rough finish of this crown was probably o
facilitate gilding, The tight eap is rypieal of
mariarchs of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty,
The statue is inscribed down the back and
an the belt. Merowe Museum Mo, 11 :
Khartoum 1841, Toral height ¢ 4.18
metres,

Great Temple of Aman (B so0) at Gebel
Barkal. Looking east from the top of the
hill. The outer court (being excavated by
Reisner in this photograph) was the work
of Piye, while the inner court, nearer the
hill, was part of the original New King
dom temple, but contzined a kiosk of
Tanwetamani. The inner part of the
temple, at the foot of Gebel Barkal, wae 2
mixture of New Kingdom constructions,
with additions and repairs of the Twenry-
fifth Dynasty and larer.
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conscripton {military)
155
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