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This repoft is respectfully dedicated by the leam to llre memory ofthe late
Ato Gebre Kidan wolde Hawariat, our erslwhile colleague and tru€ friend, who
spearheaded and helped develop this projecl, and for maDy yedrs sought to
promote the archa€ological imporlance of Shire. He is missed.

lntroduction

Although t l ìe major focus o[ archaeological  act iv i ly in the northern
highlands of Ethiopia has been Aksumite polity developmenl (e.g. Fatlovich
et al.2000]. D. Phillipson 2000), otlìer receDt researclì has sought to under-
fand ils prehistorjc landscape (e.g. Agazi Negash 1997; Finnefan 1998). Con-
current ethno-îrchaeological  s ludies bave i l luminated lhe socio-economic
complexity of a unique lìighland agricultural system of unknown antiquìty
(D'Andrea el d1. 1997). Archaeological perspective of the Aksumite polity bas
always looked ensrward. Studìes lrav€ been undertaken along the litloral and
tire conidor to the Red Sea, bul lìilherto lillle afention has been paid io the
putat ive cul tural  l inks westward lo the Sudan steppes and Ni le val ley.
Inlensive work jD eastern SudaD, in the Gash Delta region around Kassala.
has thrown considerabÌe lighl on i!s cultural and ecological developments over
ni l leDnia. and the evidence indicates clear socio-cul tural  l inks with t l ìe
Elhiopian plateau (e.9., Fatlovich 1988; 1993). Archaeologìcally, however, the
norlh-westerD highl?rnds of Ethiopia largely remain rernt intognin (Phillips
1997a; 2000). The ultimale goal of the survey programme oulLined here is !o
realise the arclìaeological polential of a hitlìerto largely unstudied altlìougb
undoubtedly importanl area.

l. Under the overill cditorìll superlision ot Niall Finneran. Depattment of Archreology.
UnileBity of Southrnrpton, Highlìeld, Soùth.'nplon. Hatrls. UK SOlT lBF And Jacke
Phì l l ips,  McDonnld Inst i tu tc  io f  Archueologìcal  Research,  UnìveNi ty  of  Canbr idge,
Downing St. CaNbridgc. CB2 3ER, UK With extersive contribùlions by: Asan,ercw Desie.
Aùihorily for the Rcscarch und Conservaiion of tlìe cultlral Heritase, PO Box 11247. Addis
Ababa, Ethiopìr. Chcrer C{ir. Dcpaftment of A.chaeology, Unilesily of the Witaate6'
rand, Joharresbùrg, Soùth Afrìcé. Michueì Hadow.35 Linsood Rd, Bolnrenoìrlh. BH9
lDP. UK. Tekìe Hagos. Aulhority lor the Research and ConseNatio! of the Cùltùral
H€ritage, PO Box 1324?. Addìs Ab.br, Ethiopi!.
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The pfoject of iginntcd iD seler i ì ldry-\ , is i !s ro Shìre br ream mcmbels ofrhc
l99l-97 Bf i t ish Inst i rute i ì r  Eastern Afr ica s excrvarions (BtEA) a! Aksurì ì
(D. Phi l l ìpson 2000),  as grÌests of Ato Cebre Kidrn Woldc Hawari i ì t  (Tì8fai
BurerLu ot l r lbrnìal ion and Culrure TBIC, Indasct ssie).  I rs potenriat  ivas
obviorìs. aod we began ro devise a survey pfoject iù co aboralion wiih hil]l.
incorpomting boLh archacological  aùd ethnogrLphic elemcnrs. We reruÍred fol
a short  pi lot  scàson in ó 30 Novcmber 2001. ro rest lhe \ , i rbi l i ly ot  severr l
possiblc reserfch aveìrues. These included:

L lni t iate î  sur ley ofthe sludy rrea. l ì rsr v is jr iDg known sires and iden11_
lyinS key àre s for f l r r ther invcst igt l r ion of Shìfe.s pfehistor ic.  hìstorìcr l  and
conLenlporJry use.

2. lniiiilte fegional arrelììcl typoloSìes.
l- Survey present-drìy cfops gro\yD and lard-use pdtrerns. logether !vìlh

rnrmrl husbandry Lìnd se. 1() deternìiùc pfesent subsìstencc aÌrd econLxlv.
4. Ini l iate . l  srnpìe colbcr ion of pfeseDrday boranjcaì înd Tool;gical

5. Record oml hislory înd conducl pc$onal inrerviews $, i !h eìdedy irha_
brlanls.  lbr srbscqueDr elhDogr,rphic and.rr lhropological  lvork.

Introducing the Shire archaeotogicat landscape

Shire is tlìe r.ìnìc gìven 1() thr Western Adminìstfîtive Zonc. Tigra)- . \llìose
rdmiùistral ivc ceìr tre ìs Indaselassic.  a rown si luated some 50 km. $est ol .
Aksum (1ì8ure l ) .  lDdaselassie l ies at n al t i tude ot t900 rD..  or1 ihe nrajn
Aksum condar road : ìbout I  km. noÍh of the orìginal  lowr of Adi Wofi lo i
Old Shirc l l ì r i  had been abaùdoned duirg the Iral i în occupat ion ( t936_4t)
Loc.ìl inlo|lìlrnls suggesr Old Slìire orjgina y wiìs founded duriìrg rhc reign of
Sayfu Arad (1141-71).  rLrd vìsi tcd by ihe noled Scol l is l ì  rravel lcr Jrmes Biuce.
Suggcstions lhLì1 rhe ltaliaDs destroyed the old town aru Degaled by local oral
hrfory ard inief ! iews b),  Alo Asfaw Ar€laiDe wirh i rs older inhabi l rnts.  Thcy
.- . .  : ,b:rndo rerì t  \ : r .  Dr,rn-r ;b : .  econorn,t j  f rncc\\ .  I .or r  c-r : , \ t f^ lnrc r !er. . .
l l re popùlal ior ebbing arvay to the nerv sett lemcnt ovef a number oi  yerrs.

lndaselùssie has had ecoromic rnd polilicat significance only rn very iecenr
t ìrnes, r  con.sidcrai ior impoÍanr for interyrer i l ìg the hisrory of i rs surróunrl ing
landscape. The smal l  v i l lage of Semcma, l7 kn. ro rhe north-norlhcast and on
the old di tcct road to Aksum. vr 'as thc cenrfe of the local adminisutì t ìve unit
(r'0r.,rir) un1ìl 1991. Scnìenra was clo\rngrdded ro /drnr (viltagc adrììi islr.ìrive
unil) status in 1992. a far cry tuolll ìrs ìegerrlar.y founclilg by Mereìik I and irs
irnpoftaDce to thegù/r syslerìl of\,1,ìrtam TsioD. Aksulll (grl; is thc norv defuncr
system olììand holdìngs. associated espcci ìlv with lìlonaslic and olhcr ecclesìas_
tìciìl estates. Iror a ùrllcr exposirion see Crunnney 2000j 9).

South of Endaselxssie ;s x I l rge. f lat  vcrt isol ic pl l l in.  cLrt  l l l  iDtervt ls by deep
fi\,er gorSes fecding inro rhe Takczz,r river Sreep escarpmenrs olìnerarnàrphìc
rocks, mainly syenites, forn a ìarge l ì1ou ntaino us block immedirtc ly nort l ì  of the
towr. làrihef nortlì, beyond Senema rowards lìre Ethiopirn_Lritrell]] blrrdcr.
are vert isohc plaìns cut by gorges fèedìng norlhwards into the Marcìr  River.
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ay'visits to Slìirc by lelllìì nìcmbcN olthc
\ f r ice s cxca' .at ions (BIEA) r t  ^ksum
, Ccbrc Kidan Woldc I ìar lar ial  (Tigraì
Tìì IC. lndrselassìe).  I rs potent i î ì  was
rvey proiect in collîbomtion wilh lìrllì,
etlìnogmphic elemenls. We relulned lbr
ef 2001, to lcst lhe virbi l i ty ol  scvcr. ì l
letl
rea. firsi visiting known sìtes and identi-
o0 of Shire s pfel ì istof ic.  histor icnl  ard

)gìes.
!n and larìd-use pxtterrs.  toget l ìef  \v i lh
lc prcscDl subsÌstcncc and ccononly,
i  preserrt  dr ly bolanical  rnd zoological

Lct personrì  iuterviews wìih eldef ly inha-
nd anthfopologicr l  $ork.

Ll landscape

rlern Administrati!e Zone. Tigrr),. \\'hose
a town si tuated sol ì ìe 50 km. wesl of

r  an aì l i rude ol  1900 r l1. .  on l l lc Ínî in
rth of the origiDal tolvn of Adi Wolìlo./
iur ing rhc l la l ian occupir t ion ( ì936-41).
iginÀlìy !vcs foundrd durìng the reign of
.he noled Sco(islr lraveller James Bnrce.
I  the old lo$n afe negated by locî l  ofal
q.refaire witb its older irhrbilanrs. Thcy
)iomrc proccss. 1ro! a calastrophjc event.
Lew scl t lcncnl olcr r  number of years,
d polìtic.ìlsigrific.ìnce orly in very recenl
r terpretìDg lhe histofy ol  i ts sufroundnìg
Là, l l  k l l l .  to lhc Dorlh-nofthcrst and on
e centre of the local adniúislral ive unit
rngfaded to /dàrr (vìllage .ìdmìnisùative
legendary fòurdinS by Menel ik I  and i ts
LnTsior, Aksun (sril1 is the Dow cìefìrnct
eciall)' wilh monaslic and othrr cccbsias
e Crummel 20001 9).
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L Locilior oi tlk Shirc rrgnn $itìrin ùorlheaslcnì ruircr'

A l l r . o t : l ' l u \ e r  
'  

r '  \ l  r r ' r l

* . , ' : ì -  ì . " ' , 1 ; r r " " ' . ' "  ' r ' r  J i l J -  r r  r k c ' r r '  J r t e n : ì r ^ r r - ' l  \ r ì ' r i ' i : r " e '  \ J ' l

. ^ . ' . ì  ' f  . a  f  ' . r c ' D e '  n ' r r ì  ^ r  r l L  J J ' r ' : \ r ' r '  " j J \  L ' ' ' r l

ùarlerlisolìc pìrìn. cut rt inle|vals by deep
; t ì rer.  Steef escrrnrìrcn1, ol  rnett | lnor l ìhrL

\q \arù\  \he E\h iupì .Ln-Lr iLreJ I  borL lcr ,
us block iln ediatch rorilì ol tire " ,"ì; ,;i:ìli.ii i:ì":": ;i ì; .,,i: ', '. '1 l:'::-: ;,'i ':;:j , .iì.1.il::iiìrl:;,]ì::,.ì :;"*:ir; ;1.,i"",',' .rì.:1- liì l:',t.:1.: l:l

iìì"ij"ì::lìi':iìill:ir:'i,''"';'ì",ìil ùì'À 'L 'ri., r"ue' reÌì'Ìins i.rro\! r'nd sonrc ^

i i : .  : ì '  l " , , ì rr .L,r  ,* ,"r ' rrk\e' |  ' ' r 'c-o'r  ,"r ' ' l ' ì  : : : : l  ' l l . '  , l l ,

\s\ù\\àrú\ \nro lhc Mrreb tti\er.
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rcse|!cd exclusivel]r Ibr plstufc TerrLLcirì8 is often ulilisecl in lhe lììhosolrc 'Lre'ìs

ofthc gotge I lanks, ivhire smal l  gfoups of fafr ìr  dwel lnìgs xlso 1ìe locxlcd l l )

and l.rùe Iincl similar to llìe Aksum lnudscxpe LcrraciDg incfeascs the vailablc

irnrl foi cuÌtivatìoll and to conseNe soìl trnd soil moìsture r'ìthcf than fonning

i o l  ' r ,  r r ' i p , r r r ' n . )  r c r n . S . l r c e $ . r l ( r ' \ l u , , r ì d ' r l l r c _ : r ' r r \ c  ' ^ i J t r n ) r r ì ! ' l ì e

1 " , ' "  r . . , , " ' "  .  r r  J  
' ' p r , r ' l ' l l r r v :  

!  I r o  ' I l r c  l - : ' ' ( '  c l  ' l i c  ' a ' l l  { i l  r -  - n i J

; i l ls and mouìruins) r t  their  in lef tuces wi lh t l ìe permeable srndstorcs rnd

r r n r r e r I r - h l e  . l r r , r e ' .  S l r r r : . j  ì ! r r  n r e  r r r r e l - r r r o  r r r r o  ' \ c  
" " ' : r l  

' p : r c '  u l

' . l i : r 1 c , o r n p ' r n J . . : r n d o l  n ' t r ì  ,  r ( - : e '  : r n d  r l r " r c h < '  u ì r " " r  ' l r ( )  f ( l r r J ' r e r r l r )

held-to be rL sîcred source of lÌoly lvrler or are irl somc wiìy associalcd wilh a

' c c . , r J : . r t  - e l ' r - i ^ " .  l i ! L r r e ,  r . o r ì ì <  r " r ì ì ì ( r '  5 0 r r r (  ' _ f  L "  l ' o _  i ' É r i r r l r u  c : " o  (  '

t , . - r o u n , i . . , " ' r c  r t ' .  ' r e - r n  ' r t p ' t  r r S  h <  I t r ' N : r r c r '  o l  r h c  \ f r i  l l i n e  r r \ r r '

Woo<ly ve_getation largcly ìs co lìned to 1lìe ridges. inselbcrg 'ìnd predmont

rrre.ìs.  oroLrnd' !he beadsì l  gorges. near spr ir ìgs and Ì i thìn chLuch ' ì rd

monastcrY colì ìpounds l ls type rnd extcn! is dcpeDdant où soÌ l  deptx'

; . " i " . , t . ' . ' . . '  i r r . l  , , , r r ' '  J o p : .  r r ' l  ' ' o r r ' ( J < j  e o r  l r o c '  o r ì r r r ' r r r r ' r l  ' f

i ' .  - " i ' a . ,  f ' " " '  r o ^ , l t r r r r i  g : r n J . ' r r r r ' n g  r l h r J ( J  q \  r h (  i ' c  A r r h J  r È  r / r '  r

n , ' " t  . ' " , ' . ' . | ì 1 ' "  f r .  L , ' r . ' À m e ' r . . r  t l " p .  n o r c '  c \ ' ( Î r r u r r r l l \  r l ' :  L  r (  r '

: . r , J , l e , : J  ù - ,  b r . . . r ì '  < ; < t I t  u n .  l  r l L  e  r l J . e J  J r  I n : r l  r r c ' '  ( ' l  r r r  r ' \ è '  L r " \ ' r L r

1l ìe Takessc vr lLey nnd I l imì i  lodîv.  Mtior st tnds of i fees l l fgcly comP s' :

r i . r ' l . ' ' . u , " ' r r ' l , , '  
" . , 1 ( \ ' e n ' i \ e l )  

f ^ r  l ' " i r ' l r r ' r t i r ì ì L ' ' r r r r ' l f ì r e \ o o d  T ì ' e . ^ L J

' , . 1 . , 1  r . " 1 . ' e "  l i  r ! (  r r r , l  r ' ' ( , r r '  l r .  r r e J  f r e t l r r c _ l ì ]  r f l ( ' I '  : r '  \ ' t r l  J  q ' ì n

- L r . h . e o r o p r , : r l . i ' . ' ,  o l r ( r ì  o l  r h e  q l ' n r ì ì i r '  f e r ' o J
I l r r " r . r : , . l t . r r r i . . ' r < r h r . . r ' u : r r ' h c t n n l  ' o ' e \ ' f  r l ( ; c r r r r f n  l  r ì  r ' L ' c r n c

. , ,  , ' f  ' o ' i 1 , . ' - , ' r . '  s c '  r ' ' l e l u J  n ' r c o p e '  r - J '  r r l ì  ' o  S ' l r i r r  : r ' i ' l

C r r J :  r  
' l r ' c  _ F L ( n t  l l l r r ^ l r t . n  L r r l r e r n  h ' r ' r < r  J i  l r r l c  u  '  ' ' r n l r L ú  (  è  : ì n { r

" .-r ' ,  
t*" i .  t l1e f l . t ,  concencd ef lons :11 recording thc region's rrchLì! 'o logJ

i . r r ì ì e  x r , .  L , ( .  ! .  t ì e  J f <  r l r J  r " r r . r ì r  D r o l e !  \ r " '  h l < ' o . '  :  l ' ' l ' '  1 ì c r J  r s '

i i ì " , " i , ' r  .  
" r , i " " r . t ' ' ' '  

,  r ' l r e  t c J c r ' l  A u  l ' o r r ' \  l u r  l ( e ' c  r ' l r  ' r ' ! ì  r . o r r ' ( r "

u o n o l  (  r l . u r r l  l l e r ' l . r ! e l A l < L  c H .  \ J ' l r  A L ' j  b : r '  r r n J e r l o ' \  r \ r r r \ J \  o l  J r e ;

, . : ; ; " ' ; " . ; . '  ' 1 , ;  
" ; - ; i  

I n J ,  , ( ' r " i e  ' ì ì  l u n n  L o " \ e  r r ' c  I n p l  r  ú l  r L e '  ' r ì l l i '

r " " ' ,  , , '  . . i f  , , .  f  h e l r ' , p e  N .  u t r e  : b l e  r u  ' n r r ' t r l r  r h e ' f  r r n p u o l i '  t ' 1  e p u r

,  i . 1 " ' . r r i  , 1 ' " , " . * "  ' n n l  t  r r r  ̂ r  h  r r ' '  D )  \ r n J  f J  l n ì " i o n  ' f  ì r (  : r " r l r ' -

L u f  l I c  c . . r r c r ì l  p r o ; e . r  l r  r '  r r ^ l  i r c o r p o f _ l ' d  $ r l l r ' r '  t h e  f  c  F r r l  r e f o r l  $ l f '

ài.i,-il"".'*'. r*i,4. thc lerv previouslv knowrì or pubìjshed rrcheeologicu

sìtcs ìÌr lhe Shrre regìon-" 
l " ì" ì .  i .u" ì*r  Asamerew s (2001) survev known si les in rc Shl

. ." i "1*. . .  f l , t t i i "à a ,he lol lorvingr ' r  possible staldirg AksuIni lc steLì r t  Ac

i à i , r . " . - , " . . ' .  i  t  l ' "  r ú r r l ì  o l  l ù t ' e l - " i ( ' f r r b ' r ' '  l n l l  l n n - ì  L ' Ú C < . ' o

l i  l , h ' r  l q o -  ) ' ,  J  P r . l ^ - q k  r r r ì ì r t '  ' e r r e l e r )  r o ' n n l e \  r ' \ c l (  l e I l ] r '  1 u  K n

e.ìst of lnd:ìselùssie. wherc cefànììc lrnd bronze objects wcre reco\€rcd (Lossil

i ì ls,  C"J. i  l i?7: 55r Frt to! ìch 19881 90r l 'ekl t  1997:26)r weblx vtrvrr

.frrì'.r'ìì"'l*rtr*. ,";a to hrve Aksumite-era lbundarions and where rock-cL

r l e r . . . r e l : ì (  r a , l  r , , ' i J l l J r e o ' r  . r l r l ' r '  $ < r "  r e D Ó  r e J  r ^  t j J q r e  l i J ' r r  r T < l '

t l d j . ' t ' - - r .  r r ' l  H r r r l c l  , ^ r n  r r r h o l  u ( b l  V  f \ ' r n ì ' l r r r r ' l r ' t r f ' ' r D r e e  r l

miaat.  ,+t  
" ,unir .-pcr ind 

centtefy and sett l€Í ì lent s i te pr lr l iaì ly excîvt ted L
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acing is olìeD utiliscd in the lillìosolìc areas
ups ol 1ììr dweìlings also are located. Ity
andscrpe. leùacing increases lhe avaìlable
joil aùd soil moisrure. .alher than forming
valer ls lbuDd ejlhcr îs rivcrs occupying the
I from thc brses of the aùbdr (flat-ropped
aces wi lh the permeabìe sandsiones aDd
r are integrated into the soci  l  spacc of
es and churchcs where lhey are trequently
ater or afe ìn sorne wa! associated wilh a
Inner. Some irrigdtion agricullure àlso can
)g Lhe headlvaters of the Mai Hinc úver.
nDed 10 the ridges. iDselberg and picdmont
i .  nerf  spr iùgs. and within cl ìurch aùd
nd extent is dependxnr on soi l  depth,
dso the degrec of protectior (nalur:rl or

azing cllofded by the sire. AÌthough rrrra
p slofes possess exceprionally rhick acàci.ì
Le closed or lllxture forest survives belond
. Majof slands of trees largcly comprise
)r buildiÌrg tinbef rnd lìrewood. Tlìe occa-
rree frequeDrly rppears rssocir ted wi ih

s bceD ofso]ìle stralcgic impofrînce. bcjDS
udan steppes and sout l ì  in lo Simìen and
Ìan border dispute $ras cenrred here and.
ts.r t  recording the region's archaeology
pfojecl wrs rìble 10 go inlo llìe field, rwo
al Authorill, for Rrseîrch ànd Conscna-
Addis Ababa. unde ook a survey ofareas
n 2000. to asscss the impacr oflhe conflic!
able lo consult tlìeir unpublìshed report
uic. by kird pernission of rhe autbors.
.porated withìn the presenl report, which
ously known or pLrblished afchaeologicrl

(2001) survcy, kDowù si tes iù the Shire
a possibìc fxndìng Aksunite stela at Adi
selassre (Pugììsi  1941: 100 3; codel l9?7:
r cemerer), complex rt Selekleklìa. 30 km.
rd bfonze objecls !vere recovered (Cossrìr
88: 90; Teklc l9!7:26);  Webla Mîryan
rlnile-err i-oundalions and where rock-cul
cls werc reponcd ro Cebre Kidaù (Tekle
,l webla Maryam clìurch. a possibte earìy/
rd sett lenlenr si te pafr i r l ly cxcavated by
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Gebre Kìdan i l ì  199,1. wit l ì  sclccled cer rr ics sludìed by JI ' (Phi l ì ips l996rTekÌe
1991 26).

In addit ion to beirg shorvn thesc si tes and lbeir  seìectcd l ìnds bv Ccbre
Kidnù, t l re 1993-97 BIEA Aksurr lcarn menbcfs also recorded two Dcw srtes

during theìr  day-visi ls.  Tl ìe I ì fst  is Mai \ ' lcsLLìru (Site l3).  î  large Middle Stone
Age (MSA) scàt lef  sonr€ l0 knì.  e. ìst  of  lndaseìassic.  Tbe secoùd sìte.  MLìr

Adrasha (Si!e l9).  sol ì le 5 km. e.Lst ol  lndaseiassie. contrr iDs lwo related

aspects. The iìrf to be rccognised is I srììtìll cenctefy besidt Lhe rn.ìrr roîd.
$i th stelae ancì ceramics exposcd by btì ì lc lozcrs ìn 1996. l1 appe.ì fs !o dxLe

from at leal Proto Aksuorite lines. on tlìe basis ol an lrrpublish€d sludy of

selected pol lefy by JP (Phiì l ips 1997b).  Thc rÌ . r in Ntr i  ^drasbr sì lc is. ì  largc

lel ì  on the opposite sidc of the road. about 150.000 sq m in e\ lent ln i t la l

ceramic study indìcrtes i l  too dr ies from at le sl  lhe Proto_Aksunì le pedod.

All archaeological lllrrtefial coÌlectcd w.Ls ìnnedlalely lrrrnsÈrfed to thc I BIC

authori t ies ìn lndaselassie. Local in lbnìanls also htvc reported o!ì ler srtes

beyoùd cufreùt survey piìr:rmeters 10 Gcbfe Kid.ìn ilr very Senerll lenns
Systeùt l ic survey ct fr icd out by Tckle and Asàmefew in 2000 coDsìdef lbly

enlarged this pictufe. Tekle's focùs on hisloicÌcriod .ìfclìrrcology d€fìred ì6
new si les rangirg ùom l l ìe Pre-Aksurnìte lo Medi. ìevtì l  per iods Asl lnerew
undefook lbe sufvey s prehislorìc conrporìcl l ! .  locatìùg 20 new si tcs The

currenl projeci ,  which includcd Asanerctv.  lhus had.ì  thorouglr  dnt.Lbasc
upon which 10 build. especially for the lithic iÌrduslries. and s.rlisfiìclorv il
verybroÀd chrorìologicalcontrol .

Methodology

Tùe currert  projccl  \ \ ' . ìs c iesigned to subsunìe x numlrcr ol  nuì l i  c l isci-
plinary components in ordef lo provide tlìe broadest possible picture of:ìrchle-
ological landscÀpe evolution in the Shirc re.eion ARCCH penìr! reguÌatroùs

del imrled the study arerì  1l)  100 sq. kn..  east rùd north'erìs l  of  I rduselr tssie '
Tlìe basic gorl ol thc arch.ìeologicîl conponcn! suf\,ey \!as to loc le lls mxry

archaeologicrl sites willrin this trca as iirìre rùd m.ìnpowcr permilted All sites

vere locîled on an FlthiopilìD Mapping Agcnc]' l:50 000 map ol thc rrerì 'rrìd
plol led lnofe ìccurrtely by h.ìnd- l ìc ld Glob.ì l  Posìt iorr ing Svstem (GPS)

apparatus. Tlre modeì used (GtÌfrùir Etrex Summit) iìtt.rired an a\'ef.Ìge 8 m.

degree ofaccuracy. Adclìlionxl sit€ dclails. includiìrg locrl gcomordrolog)'- lrnd
use patterns. c l ì foDologic. ì l  t ì t l r ibul ion. s i tc sìze and ar lefact deDsrly.  were

recorded on pro forrìrtì sLìrv€y sbeets. Ali ncw sìtes wcrc nunrbefed iìrdìvidurllf
fron I oDwards.

The survey i ìmlrilion hrs bccn processcd in t\\'o wtìys FiNtly. rìtrìlslrìg
the variables descibcd on eîch silc survey slìec!. sP.ìtiaÌ l|nd chroùological ìrìfof-

nat ion has been manipuhL'd usìng a sìnple CIS pîckagc l ' l ìese dat. l  have r lso

s€rved as the brLsis ol  a locLrl  Sì1es rì ìd MoììLìmenls Registef (SMR). to $bich

those recorded carl ìer by Tckle ard AsÀnrefew (1001)xnd oLhcrs h.ì !e bccn
incorporalcd. This is r ìù innov.rt iv€ Llppforch wi lhin rD Ethiopi. ìn conlcr l  1o

îhe recording rrd conscrvr l ion oft ln archreologic. ì l  ì . ìndscrpe We bi lve brsed
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úRs used in rhe U_K., where indjvidually
rge-scal€ mîps and cross_referenced to
vide sile descriptions and any risk assess-
)e easrly used, simple to consult and self_
,n both c n be added at any time. Ìt ulti,
| :!t .lndaselassic, aDd a specially translated
0r 1hrs purpose. In addir ion ro providins a
also wi l l  be avrr lable tor consultarroniy

ommencrng work. It will thus eoable more
ut the pot€ntial afchaeological importance,

ìrallel programlne of ethno-archaeoìosical
n local dgncLrl ture. Supporrrng !rch-rval
rssre. ufat I ì rstoiy lnterviews with vi l laue
change withir agricultural Dmctices a'l
l ien Jlso could provide mo;e up-to_ddre
rcnaeotoglcal  s l tes encountered, as wel l  is
les ol lnterest. Local monastic comolexes.
th€ foci of detailed erhno-archaeoiosicai

rnilies. Wherever possible, we consu'lted
ral  mediaeval selr lement prrLerns. snd to
rrdrng and econotnic systetns cenueJ on

research (CC and MH)

modern agricultural praclices within the
nent of the overall research design, and
enl work at Aksum (D. philliDson 2000ì
Andrea er d1. 1997). The basic aims. aó
d tested for polential suilability are: to
)e rn the area today; locate appropriate
L ntervrews wilh local larmers on recenl
nd other cultural fealures reiated to aeri_
the differences in agricultural land 

-use

lurther explorat ion; and col lect crop

: component of lhe local fanniDg system.
:omùìon crop under cultivation. îollowed
Maize (Zet mays) occasionally is seen

rmonly observed in small plots ad.jacent
lnkrcropped cefeal obseNed. commonlv
nf lower and squashes. Some sorghu;
open plarns south of Indaselassie. Small
) ancl sesame (.Serdr?ùm riklicum:) .àlso are
r drstmcttve microclimate and shellered

l lTHE ARCHAEOLOCÌCAL L^NDSCAPE

àsDect. lìave some etlset letìsele eluLe) cultivation ,'l,r'r tops were no! vìsil€d

dLirine the course of the survey. bul await fuNre sludy
,À broad v.rriety of larming cornpound types was found wìthin the area'

usually containing mulliple structures. eilher rectangular or the clrlssìc circular

thalcbed or sheet ;ìetafroo fed lrk!/. surrounded by a slone w:rll Adjacerl small

f ie lds l< 15 m2) provide smal l-scale nììxed cereal cul l jv l t ion. as do srnal l

sardens within 1l ìe coìr ìpounds 1l ìemselves. No percept ible dìf Ierence was

ioted betweeD colllpoul1d types in the piedmon! and gorge-edge setllements'

Two vi l lages iui table for future eihno-arcl ìaeological  research were

chosen for obse;vîtioD and inlerview The firsl' Dungur ('place of stonej )Ìs
locared above irn e\ lensive rreu of open prslure ql lh '$àlnp) dfe:ì '  on r lor lh-

east-fàcing .rmód f fanks. Interviews with three elderly fdrming inbabit în!s

vieldetl a broad sociolìislorjcnl piclure of village life over the last thlrty years

o. so. Io .onmon with other areas of Impefial  (pre-1974) Elhiopì l .  v i l lage

land ienure was bascd on / r.r'1, tlìe inalienable riglìt of peîsdDts to own înd

inh€rit land. Land was collectivised after the adven! of the Marxist l)?'8 rn

l9?4. The new Tigray People's Libefat ion Front (TPLF) adlì l in istral ion

re<]efined the collective system in 1989 and l99l' gìvirg one heclare ol-land to

a married coupìe and another for all the children Land ownership now rs

deiìned and controlled by lhe local governrìent aDd a village admiristration
(aArzr. Land allocatioìì is shared on lhe dealh of a parent' and newcomers 10

ìb. oi"o .u"t pelilion the government to obtîiù new lànd In generaì local

grazing land is commùnally owned, and stricl prìsoD sentences penalise those

who culti\,l|e or s€ttle here
A rìunber of variables apply to slock-keeping Grazing laDd in mosl cases

is insufììcicnt to support tlìe local sheep/goal/catlìe herds. so villÀgers scùd th€n

to the low-lying lìo! tr'rl/d lowlands adjacerl to tlìe Takezze river beÌwcen June

and December. Cattle are wìdeLy used as drauglìl animals, and in sonìe cases

teams ofoxen are shared amongst bo seholds Brideweallh also is an importanl

factor, 2-5 head of catlle being quoted as ihe norm althouglr much larger

numbers were involved in Imperial times. A wide vîriely of the expectecl crops

were grown in and around the village, including four varieties of maize (couo-

oui:r lù known rs.r ,rr ' / '  ' t t  tntJ '  ' t r tu ;h nt.a '  aú 1Íth rvl ' ic l r  generaì l t  r t t

,mal ler than r lpe. incorrnrered e,\c\ \here rr ì  l l ìe region A r:rr iet t  of  legtt tne'

squashes, oìl plants. fluit and spices also were observed under cullivtìlion in and

u.ound tire village. Near Easlern crop lypes. such as bàrley ard emllì€r wheat'

are uncommon. Tlìe nalioDal goverrment is àctjvely lttemptlng to lnlrodlìce

improved varieties of /?fand maize inlo the locnl agriculturdl systen Holv làr

this programme has been realìsed, and its polential effect on lhe genehc make'up

of local crops, currently is unknown
The seoond selectcd vìllage. Quoquage. is located on the flat vertisolic plain

south of Indaselassie, approximately I k m so ul h of Mti Ad rasha (Site 1 9 ) along

the edge of a gorge aiproximately at the interface of llìe lithosolic/vertisolic

co.plJ*es. Much oi  i i re local land js rescrved for pasture. with very l i t l ìe

cefe; l  cul t ìval iot l  noled. Such is the poor qual i ty o1-the area's l i thosols thal

p€ople lend !o grow less nìllet and sorghuur. concenlratrng on /4 and marze



NIALL F INNI ] I {AN ET AT,

cuhìvation ìn snraU lields adjacent to their conpounds- Dung is ùequcnrly used
to i icrease tbe thin l i thosol product iv i l ) r ,  and soiL bufDing àlso is pr. ìc l iscd

Ficids produce only one crop pef yeitr. aDd it is rpparcnl that the ovclrll
agr icul lural  pfoducl iv i ly of  this . ì rea is corsidef bly lcss thar lh l  Dotcd at
Dungur. Agaìn. as al Dungur. mlny of the village callle rre senl to the r/rr//zr
zones for weGseìson grazing. Only one inhabilant aclively engagcs in apiculture.
collecting swanÌs from trees in small. circulaf clay hives. then lllovlng then rnto
l ìu1s wì lhiD his colnpound. l loney js în expensi!e conrmodi ly.  sold in tbe nurkcl
wirh d.riry prodùcts.

Thc local mrrket plays a key folc in the agfaian econonìy Thc leltm
underlook several  v is i ts on markel day (S.ì lufday) to gain î  bdsic ide.r  of
urban/rural tfade and exchrnge dynanics. Some problems werc encountered
in gaining delailed economic irformation. as foreigners are onl! very r.ìfely
scen ìn Shire. rnd soìÌe clegrte of rnìstrust slill exists among lural rDd urbiìn
popular ions al ike. The fol lowing brsic piclure may ìre noled. Urbt l l l -based
ìndustics from ihe region and beyond provide for thc mtierial nccds ol rural

and urbdr households. e.g.. lamps. cookers. clotlìes and electrical and nrelal
goods. Pollery production normîlly is tì slrìctly dtfined ferùale role ìn both

lown and counlry. FoodslLrlls and aninal skins comc froln the rurtl hinterl nds

spices are espccially valued and a widc varietlr of bolh locallv produced and

imporlecl  products are sold. including sesîme. ginger,  peppers'  aDd garì ic

Staples, such as cererls, coflee and lentils. as welL as a vaícly of fiuil aùd vege-

tîbles. dlso are available.
Sevcral lurther factofs arc key lor tht region's wider agrarian vie| The

locaL rIorcr la ( . ìdl11inis!rat i \e divisìon) agronomist in ler\ ' ì€wed. ^to LIai le

Abbay, noled llìe lrend towards a more centralised agrrrian slralegy Clcrlain

cereal types are soÌd !o persanls for cullivalion Coftee-planting and garden-

conrpìex vegelable tlnd fnrit productioù especially are encouraged Field study

conlirmed that cottoú and emÌùer wlìett growtlì is not a lactor in thìs region bul

use offertiliser and soi!burning is extensivc and widespreaLl Locrl nd natìontl

level governnents also àre keenly interesled iù animal husb' Ìndry m t tc ls '

Weste;r-fyle beehives gtadutlly are bcing introduced in lie-u of tradìlional

versions, iesult ìng in ìmproved quànl i tv ànd qual i ty of honev yields'

Promolion of hide manufacture fof onward lrànsport 1() urbrn markels illso rs

beìng actively Pursued.-Thh 
prcli.inuty ert"to'archaeological study has raised a nuÌllber of rrlcr-

esling points meriting fulure detaiLed investigation Agricuhural pfoduc(ivìtv rrì

c l i l le ient local ecoz;nes, and lgr icul tural  errphasìs of sett lements having

diflerent soil types is directly allècled by their inmediale situalion How muclì

this productiviiy and range of ecozoncs afÈcted the agricuftural bdse of the

.esiorì .  ei , r l \  . .nrplcr t rr lcmer'r .  rer l : rrr ì \  olerr '  bul  rrr 'hIeolog" 'r Ì  cv 'Jctr : t

di ieu' .ed beiou. rn. l icare'  Ll ì r '  r<P'orì  . : l ( .  r l )  Llrd urrn(* hrt  c r l )  r ì ì  rr ì 'Le 1 t 'orì

oi  socral  c.r ì ìple\ ìr)  po rrblc onl\  \ t ì r l ì  r  depend rbl(  rgf i (r l tu-r l  bJ\c .Nol.rce-

"bl \  J l ,o.  direLl  loc:r t  rnd nrt 'nnxl  go\trnnerr ' r l  'nr(rcv rn sgf i rrr-n Lre\" 'o[-

mìirt will hare a protbund impact on Shire s ccononicailv tradìlion'rl ways ol

iìi.. ff,rill 
"^**ffv 

ìs welcome in tlìe lìunìanilarian view bul iurlhef detaiìcd
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o t ,reir  compourìds. Dung is frcquenl ly used
rclrvr lv,  rnd soi ì  burning also rs nra(r ised.per year. ànd il is apparent rhat the overal'ec is considerably less rban that Dole{ì  c l
y ol  rhe vi lhge crrr le rre sent lo rhe qjrnl / r
rne ìnhabitanl  rcr ively engcges iD af rculurfe,
r ,  crrcular( lay hives. rhen moving them lnto
an expenstve commodi!y, sold in tlÌe market

role jn the agrarian economy. The leam
:t day (Salurday) to gain a basic idea of
namrcs. Sone problelÌ1s were encoLrntered
màtton. as fotetgners i l re onlJ lery r trely
nrslrust sr i l ì  exisrs smong rural  rnd urba;
)asìc prclure may be no1ed. Urban_based
Ind provide for tlìe material needs oI rural
cookets, clolhes and eleclrical and metal

y rs à stfrcrìy defined female role in both
lmalskins come from the ruralhinterlands.
Mde variety of bolh locally produced and
]|r)8 se\ i rme. grnger.  peppers. and Sarl ic.'nrr l ! .  rs wel l  rs r  var iety of f rurr  dDd vege_

.lor the region's wider agrarian view. Tlìe
ton) agronomìsr interviewed. Aro Hai le
nore centraì ised sgrdnan sir i tegy. certr | l t
r  cul f ivr troD. Coffee-plant ing und garden-
ìon especrrt l )  rre encouraged Field studv
eiì t  Srowth is not a ,actor In I  hts reelon. but
tensiv€ and lvidespread. Local and;alional
rnleresled in animal husbandry mal lers.
e t'erng rnlroduced in licu of traditioDal
luant i ty and qualì ty of honev vields.
)Dward transport 10 urban markits atso ;"

ogical study Ìras raised a number oI inler-
Invesrtgraon. AgricLr l l  ur i l  nroductrvi t ,v rn
ù l t u r r ì  e m p h r s r s  o f  s e r t l e m e n t s  h r ; i n u
by their imnediare situation. How mucÉ

)nes aflected the agicullural base of rhe
mains open. bul arclaeological  evrdence.
clear ly did $rrness aD early uìrni fes€rion
th a dependable agricultural base. Norice_
overnmental  ìnteresl  iD agranrn develop_
I shrre s economicrì ly l r rdirronr l  ways ol
) lìumànltanan view. but further delailed

THE AI{CIIAEOLOGICAL- LANDSCA.PI t5

etlrno-bounìcal aDd soci.ìl ànlhropologìc.ìl rcsearclì is need€d 1() document lrx

dj t ional agr icul !ural  socio-economic pracl ices (ard i rdeed lhc inlptct  of

imported crop genelic fesources) bcfore tlìcy drsappear'

Sites of the prehistoric Periods

Thc survey recorde<1 one gîrly Stone Age (ESA) site Ànd multiple Middle

Stone Age (MSA) and Late Store Age (LSA) si tes The irduslr ies in lhis.rcgioo

may be iLoaclly characlerised as follo$s' orì lhc btìsis of a lìndorn collcctron

str;legy. Their SMR numbers and g€ner.Lì locations arc labultlted below'

Although lhe EarLy Store Age (ESA) induslrìes of Elhiopi'r and the nergh'

bouring lorviand zones of tÌìe Florn ofAfrica arc fairlv well sludìed (eg Che-

vailton l9?6). our knowledge of lhe earljef populations in this corìrer of thc

norl l ìern hi ;hl înds is scant.  Laulel  Phi l l ipson ident i l ì€d a snaì l  numbef of

derived, bigl ì ly rol led bul dìst ìncl ive ESA pieces across lhc Aksun sufvev afea

in o.ecent-"ui face suruey (D Phi l l ipsoD 2000: l7).  ̂ l ihough t l ìe chronoìogrcal

attdbution olthis material is nol clear' lt would be pefhaps more appropriale to

sugges! tlìat this Ìralerial is o[ 'an ESA folm" rather thrn lrguiÙg for I higlr

antiquìty for the sire. Mrjor tool types iDcìr'rded radiiÌl rbraded pfepafed cores

Ànd rn Acheulean hand axe

25 Mai Hine/Mai Lilt.un ESA

1 M.ìi Hine MSA

t3 Mri Mes.rnu MSA

l l Wokar Diba,/Enda Marr.ìm
Cibtzawil/Tabiî Lemlem

MSA

Mai Hine MSA-LSA

l3 Tabia L€mlemr' Mai Zegaf MSA-LSA

20 Semema/M?ri Mesereb LSA mode 4

8 Mai Hine LSA mod€ 5

26 Gulìlelo/Ruwa Adaga/ T.rtaY LSA mode 5

30 Tàbìa Mai Adrasb.r LSA node 5

32 T.rbi .r  Lerr lerr l  KLrshet M-rr Zeguf LSA mode 5

36 Tabia Mai Adlasha/Mai Gusbella LSA node 5

17 Tabiî LenlemriAdì Gedali Adi
Zuw.ri

LSA mode 5

)) Semena LSA mode 5
(in Posl-Mediaeval comPouDd)
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Bàsed on bLrìde forn fabricatìon (cl Finneran 2001)' l'!o silcs (SM Iì nos

9: xiJ;;";i;.i' of rwo occupxrion phases and onLv one (20) is x single-

r r , , . .  r se  ' , * r "  e  occu f : rL ,on .  l he  r ( r ' : , i n ,ng  \ {SA  '  :  ] ì  l ' ) ' ; l ' ' ' ]  " Ì
irr. ìerree ol rr homoAe"oJ' \ '4\A "ode ì occrrD:rL'orì \r ' rLì l  r l 'e o'ncr I ra

, i l e .  i , r c  I r r A e l \  o f  a  r r r o r l e  <  c l ì - r - c r e r .  $ r r l ì  n o  e \ ' d e r ì L c  ^ f  J r ì )  r n o J e  4
"f ' , ' , " f .  

ú-. . , I  i "L 'r* t i . '  l r  rhorr ld bc r ìúrcrr  : rr  thF our er rh 'r  lury rrr ic 'nì i rh"

stone tool induslr ies ale \ 'efy rrre in t l ìe northenì Ethiopian highluds

n . - ì " " " r  i : q  m o , l e  5  , r r J ' r ' r - i i '  h e r c  - f e  i h i r - : r ( r c r r ' e ' l  b I  r r r i ' - o l r r h t  i r ' ' r n : r l

oron. '  , 'o".  , t*" . '  , , .a $ir l ì  r rr  eqrrr l ly 'm' l l  profor l ion of rnnrrr '  fe lohh(d

;cr: ; rer lonI. .  r l ìe lJrAe' l  comc"nerr l  hernt \ar i t rhl \  ul ' , r \e( l  l l : r (e lorr ìN l î rLrer)

f r n r ;  . i n F l c  n l i  r l o f i n  t o r e .  r n  . r  u i d e  r r r i e t r  o l  r : r r  m  r r c  i r l '  (  o r r r n r r :  r \ e

iìi,-rrrr"i-"ti piiiiL;p*" (1977) and Finneran (20004; 2000b) clafk (1988) is-rì

i . . ìJr"*.*r  overview of rhe MSA rnd'  for the LSA see Brandt-(1986)'. -'it'cinly 
ES,q site 'uas loclrled within in the Shire surrev SMR no 25 rs ''n

"*r."ri'" 
i",í i,ti.fy A*sc scattcr of ESA/lnode 2 verv roughly-SraiDed quÀr1zi1e

ilttrics wirh Actrctitian features exlending c 60 m Àcross th€ Maì Lline gorge

f lanks. A r l isr ìnct ive hand-axc. measuring 160 by 8l  by' l l  mm is-dìrgnostrc ol

ESAllìode 2 induslries tlìroùghout edsten Africì (Chcvaillon l9?6; D Phil

; ; - ; ' ;  l ; ; " ,  i : t .  t ,  , t o ' ' " t  ' u L r ' t :  l ' '  L $ o  I n  i r '  n r " r . c : r ì '  u ' r l ì  r o u : ì

t . ì " " . r ' - .  f " " .  
" | ì .  

. o n  A  ' e l e c r , ' r r  o f ' l r r '  r ì J I ( r : ' l  I - ' '  I  I I I / I ( '  i \  l r u \ \  i r '

i ' "  t t .  j  i f r . : .  
" . , ' r i . '  

ot  r l ,c col lccreJ clern<nl ron' ' . red ' l  \ r f i rbl)  Lr i ì ' \cJ

ì"ìi 
""".i.ìi. 

rl,it.", ."rely denriclrlated. theif dorsal suftuces beering linear arrd

',,iiiiiì-t. '.."*r *"rs.irvo collectcd lìakes bore opPosed slriking phtfotnts'

ìì"ìo tia" t.t"p"tt *".. 
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In (cl: FiDneran 2001), two sites (SMR nos.
InoD phases. and only one (20) i5 a sinste-
ìe remaining MSA (7, 13, 3t)  s j tes shiw
rode 3 occupal ion, whi ls!  the other LSA'acter,_ with no evidence of any mode 4.
noted al the oulset that fully microlithic

e ìn the northern Ethiopjan highlands.
re rre chamcrerised by mjcrol i rhs in smrl l
l ly smaìl  proFortron ol  formrl ,  retouched
tbejng var iabty u t ised n!ke forms lareelv
le var iety of rrw mareriels Comparci ive
Funerdn 12000r:  2000b).  Chrk ( t088) is a
iA and. for (he LSA, see Brandt {19g6r.
r thin in the Shire suj  vey, SM R no. 25, rs sn
sA/mode 2 \er,  foughty.grained qLrarrzire
orng c. óU m. across the Mai Hine soree
nng 160 bf 8t  by +l  mm., rs dirgnosrrc i f
:astern Alr ica lchevarl lon lg76; D phrl_
has two mrin ì inerr scars, wlLh roLreh

rr thrs inarer iàl  (a quartzrtet  is shownin
:ed elemenrs (oDsisred ol  r , l r i rbly ur ihsed
ed, lherr dors3l suf laces berr inr l inerr and
ed f l i rkes bore onposed srr jk ing plat,ornìs
bori ì  tess lhan l0 mm long. beanng sl ighr
casrond y. very herv),  hrnge fracrur|oq.'y.  but lhe predomrnant lr  t rrhosot ic sol l
lowards the southern edge of the si te.

)d by use ofprepared-core lechnoloqv ard
re (figure 3 shows a selection of th; Mai
uarlzes). Variably-utiìised bladcs are the
ngle srr i l in!  phttor jn (r trhoush a fe$
Lth radi i r l  f lake remou.r l  ,cars ol ì  t t r . i ,
)ol forms largely are limited to scrapers
or a prepared core technology)_ points
tne coÍes. In conlfast to EsA material.
by a. brorvD/red chalcedony, rvith occa,
)f€cclas, mudstone and coDglomerales
In- The smal l  s ize an<i low number of
lnlra- and inter-regional comparison-

aì collected by Laurel phillipson arouni

le 4 (or loDg-blacìe) si te nored is Mai
pus very obvrously resembìes that from
r (D. Phi l l ipson I9?7; Finneran 2000d:
Lore detailed explanation aDd dejìnition
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mode 5 Dlìases, p'redomlnate, xnd are fabficated fronr range of micro-c|ystaf
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ctvtrattlne qlrartzes Tbe variet)' of rtw matcrial utilisrlion rs

sreater lhan iù thi precedilg MSA phase (lì8ure 4 sholvs a seleclion ol nolle
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lesrnu (site ll). Scal. 5 cÌr.

NIALL F INNERAN €î  A I . THE ARCHAÙOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE

flake fenìoval scars on thcir dorsrl surfaces. Like olher elements of iìrese usscm_
blages. tlìe rdogr of rÀw mnieri.ìl selected is broad: micro-crystdllhc cLuartzes.
especi. ì l ly di f lercnl ly colorred and b. l rded chalcedony ard chcr ls.  used
aloDgsidr coarser nìrcro-crystrlline quartzes. occnsioDtl lnelalllorphic rocks
and very rarely obsidian oìrltiùcd frorÌ sonre dìSltrce awiìy (ZrriDs 19901 D.
Phi l l ipson 2000: 357).  Cofe fonns. rarely roled, shou' l i11le over l l  Daltcrning
whi lst  sìngle-pÌal fol . l l l .  opposed-pl î t f -oI l ì .  mdit ì1.  and polyhedfal  scnpcrs aì l
ffll re mDdonì flake renoval pattenììng.

Scriìpcr fonns vary. wìtlì side-scftìpers. circular scrrpcrs. ilnd coDvefsent
scrapers or poinls all rcpresented. Thesc folms are usu lly bÀscd on rectaDgulal
nicro-crystalline qurriz lìnkes bcÀrirrg radìrì dolsaì flakc removtìl sc.ìrs. ovcr-
whelnìirgly. ihe most fdvoured fornì îppe m to bc I very feepl), retouched cnd_
scraper. Retouclìììrg is confined nrainly to the pfoxirìal edge, with a shafp brcÌk
belweeD the unrelouched flrke edg€s. Relouch xlso is very sleep. larying belween
50 rnd 60 dcgrees iLs meîslìred ùóm thc venlrnl su ÌLce. Thesc scraper fofDs
fesemble the GLrdit  scràpct noted ìn very rvel l -del ìncd Aksrrùì1e-pef iod
conlexls and witlìin tlìe Aksun landscape (L. Plìillipson 2000) irr many respccts.

Fulìy mìcrolilhic fonns. only a smîlì propo(iùr ( < 5%) of the tntlysed
LSA nìode 5 surface collection, mainly arc o I nrxcro-cryst a llìne dnd Inicfo-crys-
taÌline clua(zes. All îre less thrn 25 lìlrn. long wilh steep .ìnd conlinuous backing
tlloùg theìr edges. but exhibil a lvide arrîy of fornìs ilcludiìrg trapezoids. tfian'
gular forms and lunates. I lLrf ìns also feature- as do bladelets with vai , ìble
retouch. A snrll nLrmber of unìpol.rr nìclolìthic cores rlso îfe obscrled.

Alì  but lwo prehistorìc si tes are var iable-densi iy înd/or varìable-sized
suffacc scrllers or predomiìr.lntly lilhosolìc soils iD gorge ùank posilìons. Two
rock-shelters.  at  Mai Hiùe (SMR no. 9) and M.r i  Zcgaf (SMR no. 33),  are
lvorthy of furlher more delailed invesligation. The Mti lline rock-sbeìler is a
small overlìarg eùclosing a chanrber of dboul 5 sq. m., directly abovc lire llood
plair of a pcrcnnial watercourse. Cefanìcs. all very rouglìly lormed and fuesh
looking, were noted lvitlìin ih.- chamber. Although probîbly posl-Mediaeval ìn
dale. a snaller quarìtity o[ lhin-walled coarse shercls rvcre observed in associà
lion with a mode-s stone lool industry oD the uppcr talus. Sherds $illì rncised
thumbDail decorrlion bear a stfikirg resemblînce 1o material in rock-slrelters at
Gobedra (Phillipson 1977), Anqqer Baàlìli (Finneran 2000a) and Bxdhli Nebail
(FinneruD 2000b) near Aksuln. MSA cullural elemerts also wcre noted oD tbe
lower lalus. The Mri Zegafrock sheller. ìn contrast. encloses a mucìì lafgef rrca
olabout 15 by 7 m. MSA and LSA maledal w€fe iouùd. bul solne ver l '  r€ccDl
quarfyir ìg îrd slone-working actìv i ty also wìs noted withi ì r  the chanlbef.
Alllìouglì tlìe leam iìnd autììorities hîve now protected the sile (Asllmercw.r
d/.  2002),  i ls upper matr ices have becù dìsturbed corsiderdbly.

A lew sal ienl  points ì Ì ry be notcd as a brord synihesis ofthe overal ìcotpus
ot col lccted l i th ics. but the pfo!ìso slands t l ì î t  the sn1dl l  quanl i ly o1-pieccs
randomly coì lected during survey precludes def ini t ive concìùsions. and only
future ìntensive col lcct ion and excavat ioD wìì l  c lucìda1e the olefal l  p ic lure
The sc ni ESA material noled in tlìe rcgion. bolh raw Drtìtcrial prefercrrces
rnd tool  lofms. broadly confofms wi lh that recosDised ts characterìslrc ISA'o. (site 8). Scale 5 cm.
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A number of "bìstorìc" sites rvere noled and described dudng tÌìe sùrve)
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follows:
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Pre AksumrteiAksumìte cemeler)' tnd

seltlernent

Aksumilc town I and cemctery

Aksumlle !errmics.rnd nossihle l ì rbr lLì tro

posiblc AL.urÌr te stel .r  Jt  Medr 'Lc\r l

clìurclì : uuknown ìl ltl sltu
-
lA.ksurni ie stel .r  (crrrnr(s .  -  .

lA[sumrte remrins i r t  MeJi 'Le!r l  ! l ìurch

l 9 Maì Adrîsha

Hiritay

Mai Hine

2 \ Seìnema/Enda Ona Ljbanos

29 Adì Nakasi Adegi

2 SememaiWebla MnrYaììì
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lom ol Afncx and e!stern Afnca. The MSA
)nat teleli r broader range of raw matenal
cnaracter ist ic fofms ol  mode_i Industnes in
core rechntques. may be recognised ln the
ery,generaltsed regional compafison, fhese
ne rate ftetstocene period when more fullv
r f les rdtosyncrat ic to north_eastern Afrrc;
)esr represented by the Aksum surface col_
an rs charactetis€d by the use of a much
lnly as vrr jable micro_crystt l l ine quartzes
y ancl chef ls).  wirh I  smal l  amòunr ol .

D elements were nored in the LSA Aksum
re-Aksumjle and Aksumite periods ur i l isa_
oespread. This may jndicate a further con_
cnang€ networks under the aegls ot the
oDsrdran utr trsed dLrr ing Aksumite r imes'anraK,tsfands jn rhe Red Sea (e.e.,  Blanc

roser.  I t  must be emphastseJ that at  the
a rough chronologrcal resolut ion and-

ru rne relatively berrer dared Aksum area
ron of selected sites lof whtch there are ato.undersrand the prehrsror ic stone rool
rwlth rhe Sudàn steppes and rhe higher

IÍIE ARCrIAEOLOCICAL LANDSCAPI 2 l

e noted and descrbed during rhe survey.
ses the sur lace maref lal  was sumctent tororoSrcal sct)eme developed at Aksum bv
rve been defin€d in the regional SMR ai

In lerms o[ size and poteotial importance, Mai Adrasha (Site 19) could
prove to be one of th€ most signilìcant early lovr'n sites discovered in nortlìern
Ethiopia. and is mentioned above. The three recumberl stelae iìnd associaled
pottery immedìately north o[ the main road. at the point where lbe lràckwày
stdkes south-weslwards towards the main Mai Adrasha tell site, have beerl
grouped togetlìer with the habitation site as they are very likely associaled.
Th€ chronological attribulion of this clearly extensiv€ multi-period site falls
within the Pre-Aksumite through lale Aksunite periods.

Th€ lell itself is located on a spur surrounded on three sides by waler'
courses; the ground falls steeply away to the main river, a! the soulh-easlern
edge of the site. Altlìouglì not dircctly affected by encroaching cultivalion. the
sit€ recently has become known as a potenlial source ofnrluralgold (Asamerew
?l dl 2002). lllicit excavation and gold panning hîs damaged îbout 40% of tbe
site, but walls and well-dressed masonry representing at least three building
phases are recognisable within the result ing pi ts ( l ìgure 5).  The spoi l  was
panned in the ùeàrby watercourse, from which a large quantìty ofarchaeological
mal€rial has beeD removed. A representative sample now is stored in the lnda-
selassie town libnry. Special interest atlaches to tlìe presence of a number of
distinctive clay anthropomorphic fìgurines of :ì highly slylised "motlìer" with
ooticeable steatopygia clasping a (?suckling) infanl to lìer brcasl (figure 6)- Ato
Asfaw Arefaine (TBIC, IDdasellassie) conducted a watching brief during the
survey to irssess tlìe pot€nlial damage to this sile. It lìas now been placed
under Droteclion and it is hoDed llìdi i1 will be fenced ofl in the near fuiùre.

5. Yier ofdelrudion at Md ^d.ash! (Micùîel Harlo*).

sumire ceramics and porribÈ tubuut,*
sible Aksumite stela at MediJJ
Lrcn ; unknown if in sirÙ
tumlte slela ceramics

rumlte remains at Medjaeval Church
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6 Clry humaù liguri',e tron NIai ]\drr\h! recorcred dùrìns ìllegxl excltltnrn
rùd ùo\r iD thr lttr.l ùnBotrn. St.le 5 cm.

Two l : )1l ìcr inrportrnt s i lcs of probublc Aksunite dt lc.  also nìent ioncc
rbove. hxvc been ìdenl i l ìcd i r  the Selì lcmd arer.  Gebrc Kidan ìDrest i lxte(
Hif i tay (Si1e l) .  on t l ìe r ivcfbrnk Dorth of WebLa Maryanì chufch ìn son(
detr i l .  Rcdjgrey Aksumìte ceral l ics,  al l  appeaf ing fair ìy fresl ì  and \ \el
prcsrf !ed. rvere notcd eroding in some quanl i ty froì Ì  the r ivcrbaìrk.  Nerlb '
quirrr],irg activily àbove the rrvcr flxnks still FreseDts a risk 11) the site Tlr
clrurcl ì  of  Webh Mrryan (Sìtc 2) i tsel l  may also incorporxte Aksuùi!
elements. The conpould conlaìns bolh a sq are and a circula|  chLrrch. 

' lh

recenl ly renovrted squ,ìre cl ì  fcÌr  is confrrcted î top I  hrge, sol id podìrn
possibly ol  Aksumìtc dxte ( f ìgurc 7).  A f l ìght of  rock cut s lefs and son
frrgmerts of drcsscd stone withiù lhe compouùd provide fur lhcr evidence c
Aksuìì i te connect ions. OlLtside. a. l . j . ìcenl 10 the grtehouse rnd l lc i rg th
vi l lage.. ì  drcsscd sleln and btse-phte l ì îvc bcen fe-efeclcd iù rccent trncs.,
snì l lef  s i l i i  cor lainìng cxtcnsìve Aksumi!e cer nìc miì ler jal  aDdlor stn'c l l r l t
was noled during thc sLìr \ey. NIàì I l ine (Si le 6) y ielded lv. ìLls rnd cef lml
malcr ial  erodiDg ùom x sect iorì  some 30 m. long besìde the pr lh do$n to l l
river. belo$ rn exlensive lìlrming cornpound. The ceranrics collected rLppc r I

be  ̂ ksuìrì i tc iù date.
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rorered during i egat ercavarion

robable Aksumite date, aìso mentioned
emema area. cebre Kidan invest iAared
rlh ol  Webla Maryam church, ìn iome
s, all app€aring fairly fresh and welì
le qùant i t ,  f rom the r iverbùnk. Nearbv
nks st i l ì  presents a rrsk ro the si te.  The
Itsel l  may also incorporate Aksumire
rh a square and a circular church. The
ronstructed atop a large, solid Dodìum
. A flight of rock cut st€ps aDà some
compouDd provide further evidence of

rcent 1o the galehouse and facing the
nave b€en re-erected in recent ti1nes. A
mlte ceramlc materidl and/or stfuctures
l ine ls i le 6) y ielded wal ls rnd ceramic
J0 m. long beside rhe palh down to the
poìrnd. The ceramics collected appear to 7. Seùenar Webla Marylrù church aÌd the l)ossibh ̂ksunrite-rri{d podium benealh

(Michrcl Harlol).
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Several key research questioDs surround the locîiion and identilìcatioù
Mediaeval and Post Mediaeval period sites. Perhaps lhe nost oblious perli
to the oalure of our rrcbneologicàl  krowledge of Mediaeval Ethiopia. i .
af ter tbe decl i re of the Aksumìte pol i ry.  Archaeologicî t  sur. facc sur.r ,ey
Ethiopia general ly ceases 1() recognise cuIur.r l  remains afLer the Aksulì l
per iod, so the Mediaeval pef iod is very unclerstudied. The rrchaeology
Ethiopian rnonasl ic ism. in compar- ison ro mediaevît  Nubia aDd Egypl,  l
receivcd comparatively litde altention. Our mulli period rpproach nd dev
opmenl ol  î  workablc regional SMR t l re intended part ial ly 1{)  femedy t t
shorlcomiù9. lt is also imporlant to recognise lhe importance o[ nonaslicil
rr consolidaliDs poìitical aDd religious contfol over newly-conqucred areas. ,
a rule, monîstic establislùtents ir Shjrc date from the era of Kiùg Dawir
( l3lJ2 l4l3),  when the region was l ìnal ly subjugated and brough! inlo i
sphere of the Christian strte. One goal of this survey is to jdentify arclraeol
grcal remàirs of edrly monastic conlplexes and associated deserled mediacl
vi l lages.

RecogDitìon of the signincance of tlìe ecclesiaslical land_holding sys(
(grlt) is necessafy for àny reconslructjon of rnediaevaì landscapes aJpart
tlìe wid€r socio-economic picrure, tlìus requirìng initial identifiiation of pr
nìonasrrc-centred gr1l syfems in the region. One of the key sources ur defini
rncrent lard{enufe systems is to be found in Ethiopia's riclì hìsloriograpl
heri lage Mony histor icrì  srudies (e.g.,  I lunl ingford l9ó5; Cmrlmel,  :00
have defìned înd tecogìr ised the ìmportanr role thar monasric land teru
awards has played in the socio-economic l i fe of rurat Ethiopia, unt i l
îbol ì t ioD under the r l ry in 1974.

The origin oflhe name "Stire" is obscure. I! lìay refcr ro Syrians seillcd
the rea at llìe time of the mylhical kìng Meoelik L Altefnalively, it m.ìy deri
fronì a Tigrinyî roo! rÌìeaning "he rvho is victorious..(Huntnì,qiord 1989: 91
bul cannot reler io l)awir I's latc l4'h c. vicrories hcre over the Kunanra pastc
alists, as tbe nanìe predates his land charters. Although tJocuments purpoiLìrg
recognlse gr lr  c laims much before the l ld,c.  are decmed !o b; of  doubif
aulhenticily (Hunringford 1989: 6l; Crunrmey 20001 24), the earliest refercD
to the Dame "Shire" is found jn rn award of land leDure by tbe Aksumiie Kn
Ezana to the carhedral olMaryam Tsion, Aksum in tlìe 4rìi c. An awùd oflar
in "Sire" to the uùidentincd convent ofMadlra also is recordccl under lhe 6,r,
King Gebre Maskdl. Tbe name ,.Slire'. ircrcasingly occurs in political and lee
documents iD 1be l 3,l to l 5,h c.. such as tlrc l 3,t c. Gadl u M anl ottcro, as .,SerJ
and as Sira" in the l,l,hc. Am(h Sefotì s Cloriaus t/itrorie.r, amongst olhe
(Huntiùgford 1989: 99). A number of monasreries in norrhern Erhìipia $,c
îwarded hnd in Shire urder Da\yìt  I  (Hunt ingford l9ó5:31_4) and talr

The following SMR designarions refer to M€diaevìl and posGMediaev
si1es. discussed below:
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\  r ' . (où \ ,ù ,L  \o \ . { , i !$  Jn{  N( \ , { \  - \ \ .$  N
t r , ò J  . , \ c . . l c r l  . t  \  l ì ì e  . n  , n  n o \ . . u .  n . . t : r  n
. \ . t  t - r ^ $ t e , , r F  J r  V e d i .  e r . r t  I  r t r  . , r . r .  r . . .
r l '  f . l  l )  \ r . l  ( ,  1 . , 1 , r " r . .  . r r | r : i r  r  . r < r  i n
r n F r ì  .  r r l | | r ! J  - r r r r . , , r r . . r r r e r  r ' , . , l k . u r r r , r e
r rs lefy undcrstudied. ' fhe 

Lìrchleoloqv of. i  ^ o ì ^ o  r - . 1 r . , e . . , t  \ , , b i .  . . r . r  t ! ) n i  f r .
r t t n l l .  u r . r  r r  r r  r , - n c r i o J  .  f c r ^ , . ! t  . r r ì J  J ( \ e . -
5 \ 4 1 (  . . r <  I ' e , ì J c J  p .  .  r .  ,  t .  r i r n c , j \  I  r i r
. . to ìecogDisc thc imporlrncc of rnonîsi ic isrn
i "  i -  L ^ f n . l  . \ f l  r e s t \  . o n q u e  ( J  | | e : r .  C ,
r r  r r r e , ' . . r e  r .  t l r c  r r . r  o t  K ;  r  t ) : , $  l
. r '  J i r . . " \  .  r f i . . , : r r i d  , , r r d  h r o . . . , r i  r . r r o  r n e
r . ù . , . t  i r t  . r \  . l r \ e \  ; . . o  d e r  , t \  - r r l r . ( o l o -'or r le\ !  jL l  - , .n. j .  ted Je efr( ,1 r .1JJi"c\r l

nf t  of  thc ecclesj lsr ic t  [ ìDd hotdìns svstenr
t r  h  i u r  o t  I r J i - ( \ .  r  l . r - , 1  , - n e .  , i p r r r  o t'  | |  |  . , u  r i , r  r n i r r : r '  r J . r r r r . . , r i o r r  À r  p : r . r
lre regron. One ol 1he kcy sourccs in cìelìnins
t ' .  lo.  Inì  i  t  r l l  ̂ f r . . \  r j rh tr i  , .  r  "rr . rnt ,rc.  , e  ' .  l l  j r ' r i r  g  o r J  t o u . :  r  r u r r  r r , . i : À O u t
ì r  f u .  r ' l  u t e  I  : r r  ì o . r : r . t r L  l J r  d  l c r ì u r E-econo ic ì i lc of  rurr l  Er l ì iopi .L.  unl i i  ì r .

:  . o \ ' (  l t r ì r . J . c t e .  r ^ \ ) f i . .  . . c r , l F o I .
l l , r , L ' V e r , l , .  I  A t (  ì . . . \ . t \ .  . r r  . l  J c r i r e' ,  \ / ' J  \ t . . J t . o l .  r l l . I r t t . , L t o - d  o ò o .  o L r .
r  ( .  \ r  l u f ' c \  l r e t L . \ ( -  I . e  1 . ,  r n a n , . r  n r j L o r _
c h r  1 c \  A l L h u u r h  t o r ! r r r c n r .  f u r f , , i l i n q  l a

. '  rhe l l , ,  ! .  s r luerncd ru he of . loubiJ,r l
t i  l rulùnìey:0001 2,1).  t l ìe c: l | l icsr fc lerence
.  \ \ ,  r L l  u f  l J r l \ l  1 ! n u  (  h \  t h e  A t , u r n i r c  K r n s
r l o r ,  \ k s u m  i n  t h e  - l ' ,  ( .  A n . r \ \ i | d  o f  l . j n J

rr ol  lU.rd.L .r .  l - \o is r ! !ordLt l  unJeJ rhe b'r ,  c.
r r c  r n r r ( . , \ r n ! t \  o ! ( L  r s  i r  t o l i t r ( J i  r n d  l e p r l
|  . r \  r h c  L l  , r  ú d , r . r  t / u r 4 , , r , . r , , , r s . . S e r i , . ,
- \ t t t n  \  t r l , \ t , u t \  / / r / , r , h . \ ,  . l ì o n e s l  o r h c r s
r oI moúaslcfres rr no(hen) Ethìorrìa $,ere
w r l  j  l l l u n r i n g i ì r d  l 9 ó 5 :  t l _ 1 )  a ; d  I a r e f

orìs fefef to \4cdì. ìc!al  aDd posr_Mediaeval

Perhrps the most import i rnr nronasrery in thc inrìrcdi . ì re Indrsehssrt
region is Giorgìs (Site 71) on the srìnùi l  ofan aartu some 2 knr erst ol  ln( lx
sehssie. Tlrc \Lî l led corìrpound consìsts of i ì  church. l  corùnLrrul  rc lcclory i rr ìd x
numbcr ol  dssoci. ì tcd l l l i ! / r ,  rs l iv i r ìg s|r ìcc l ì r f  the l0 ol  the 100 rì t (r lchc( l  nronks
vho actuaì ly l i \ 'e ìD the l lon slcry.  Al t l ìough ronì inrì l ìy undcf thc herd ol  rn
abbot or D.hr.r1cl i rr l .  tbc coìì ì ìurì ty is l l l lgcly cgal i t iLr ' ìan xrrd rhe morrks
mair l l  pursue co ì ] luur! l  xgr icul tufr ì l  pursuits in ordef to sùppofL l l ìc
moìasl ic conì l l ìunì ly.  I ìornrcr l ! .  according 1o ir lòrnì. ì r ì ts l ìere. Lì fge r ìr ì rorrnls
ofgrain rnd cî l l le rcturÌ l ly Nefc sLofcd on si lc i Ì r  \ 'Lrf  s lofugt t r l \  lh i ì l  nì t ìy hrve
b€en si tuî led.ì t  the eDtrrDcc lo ! l ìe l rorìrstefv in \vhLì l  ì \  noN rn extensÌ\c
o!ergro\!n . l rer.  Future r fchrcologìc.ì1 sufve].  pefhrps rùcludìng fesist iv i ty
equipnìeDt.  could LrscfLr l ly bc clnplol-cd hcfe to dcl ìnc r l ìe erterì l  o l  erìr l ic l
monNlic phrses. whÈn Ìhc no îs1efy fepofLcdl)  t ! i r !  nruch l .Lrgcr t l l ln i ls

A naùuscr ' ipt  held in ì ts Trcrsurr.  .  hi t l ìero r ìot  r ì l i l iscd Lrr hi l lor ixn\
studyirg hnd lerìure in nort ìrcrn Fl thiopìî .  is ol  sfccì i r l  in lercsr 1ìf  fec.rD-
fruct ing the \v idcr,sr,  svsienì lb| l  ef ly ccnlred où 11ì is núnLìstcr- \ ' .  TrtLdi l ron
hlìs i t  thr hìs C(r i , :  xnuscf ipl .  the l f r)rr .qc/Zrì ,rr l i . isof l ' rc.  d. ì te.  r ì l lhough
thî i  sho$n !o us fuorì  t l ìe Tfc. ìs lr fy r l fcars to dxte no eurl ier Lh.ìn t l ìe INLLì c.
ì l  d€tr ì ls gi is to the mor.ìstery l iLrm thc Linrc of l ) rL$ i1 I  rnd hi \  cù1cnìfofr Ì f ! .
lhe PaLdxrch Brúolorìreus. in tbc 1,1'r 'c.  1l ì fough to ìocul Dr '1r:rarrr ' l t ' i  ( l i tLt l
mì l i t r ry l ì rncLjonrfrcs) i rnd 1i ì tcf .1ì ì f 'erofs sLrch rs l" i rs i l idrs.  l ) r ì \ \ ' i t  l l .  Dak.ì l t r
rnd lyrsu Ì  ìn thc l7(ì  ro l3rù c.  Mosl t ìwaf( lq consist  ol  church lurnr lufe.
goblets.  vrstnrcn!s rnd c1ì1t le.  lhc lLìsl  sfcci l ìc. ì l1y delìncd 1ì)r  ctLlrng orì  thc
fe sr dx\ of  51. George rnd. perhtLps irdìcxr ing greater rcì i rrncc on rìrorìrst ic-
conlrol led 1ìfrning thrn is vìsìblc no$. r ìs drÌ1ì . ìni lnr ls.  Lxnd r l ìd vi l l . rges r lso
Nere girer to tlìis lìlonirdcf) o\'er lhe yerrs. 1ìorìr rn initllrl .ì\\'.ì1t ol 11 \'iìLrgc\
bv Baf iholemeus. enlnrgcd !o 25 br- Dmperof f rs ihdxs ( l6l l -166?).  LocLì l  i r l i r
mants helpcd us loci l lc on x r ì îp soDre l8 of l l ìcsc 25 vi lhges. l l l l  r i l l inhi | t r i te l l
The phce ùrLmc Wofr l ì  Gult"  is ol  sfccìnl  loponynì ic signl l ìcrrrrcc. cnsh lrr Ì ìg
ìls ììnpoflance rs the iìfst !ilhge xwtìr(lcd 1() Grofgìs

The snl. ì l l  morrstery of [ rdrL AbLrna Aron CcdLìn. lukutuf Ezelìcfrr ì ]

Scrìrerìll.. We l)[ì \llìftrnr Nledir ìcvir l  c|ur ch

1ì Scnrcmrl l :ndr Orìr Libirnos \ led i reyr l  c |Lr fc |

).1 Lerr lelnrIrdrì  AbunrL Arolr  C,:d,ìnr
ZukutLrf  Ezzchcrrn

\,1c( l ì r ìcurì  nonrster!

l 5 Trbir Lerìrlemr ì!fufr'nm Ciibl/î) \\'11 MediaeYrì ì  v i l l i ìgc

14 Giorgis Nl ecl ire!'.ìl nronLìstcf J'

l4 Trìbì i l  Lcnlcml I lef  nì i rTsehul Dììrni N4cdir lerr l  o f  PosGMcdi i rcuì l

fossì l ) le  hernr i txgc

)) SeInrùrn PosL-Vecl i . ìeur l  corìrpouìrd
( i ì lso \ \ ì th rn LS,^ corùxrìrcf1)
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(Si !c  23)  presents a stark conl r4s l  ro rhe wer l th  ard s izc ot .Ciofg is .  t -hìs  smt l
L o n ì n u l | I J  o f r f T r o À , m d r e l )  4 0  h y  ) 0  ì  c .  , D r . \ e \ : r  ' . r n  

\ c , i  
. c t , i r . t r  

i i e . . , . c e _. r h l e  r o  h ^ l l ì  m : r l e  i . I J  f e î - l e  s o r . l  f r r j , ,  l o c r t c . J I ^ - t l ,  o t  t h c  ( o * f o .  . J  . .( p r ' r ' P  s r l l ì  h o i )  \ \ ' a t e t  ( o r e r c d  b r ,  ( o n f r e r e c o t ì r l r U ( t t o n , . l n L l  . t , e  l  i  . . l , r . r l e .
o n l !  I n o n i r { t e r r  q i t l ì c . . i  l : r r . l  c l ì  h ( l t r i  r - l e l r ^ u , ( i  ì d - s  ì ! , l e , . l . r . , f i t s , -
storied dwclling for iwo rcsidenr monks. A single hermir atso rcsicìes ir the sirc.
A sìùgìe slcla north 01- thc church clemarcates ìhe male onìy anrì mixerÌ gerdcL
areas. Its age is uncertain. bur rhe rrroDastery itself. ìike orheìs in the regioì. ìs a
D.rwi! I toundalion. The l nd awards th.ìt cane ìrs way t.Lrgely lar onìhe poo|
l i thosol ic îreas rnd. wi ih rhe disnlàùtì ing of the g;r /r  s).s iem in t9Z+. rhe
monlstery has struggted 10 survìve. The hvo fem:ìiniDg monks xrr lbfced 10
rely upoD the chiìrity of local people. In rvery scnse thìs monater\, is î lictinì
o l  . r . _ f o n r  ! . u : , l i r )  f r ,  t - r J .  - r ' r ( t  , u  . . , )  $ i l t  b (  - h .  n r j o r . e J  i r r  , 1  . "  , . , . , ,
.  .  

r  q o  î o c . I o  a ,  \ r t e .  u o  t r \  o t  t u t u r e  - r r l r .  e o l r ! i c - l  r \ e . r r € :  r o r ì  J . (  t r (
l r n L e d . i r s o f  l . e h u t  L r n e n i  r S I 4 R  n o .  r , t , r n J  V .  r y : r m  C , o r , , r | \ r r r  r S V t {  r r o .t \ ì  u u  t l ' e  p l :  r ì  \ o  l h o f  l  , l . . e r s r e  T h ( r i r . l . . r L r o , . t l l ( g n - ! c t r o r . M : , . . ) a . r .
M e d l ì . r n e r  c h u r c h .  . o n . i , t .  u f  J  b - r e  g r r r r e  r o r *  c o v c r e . i u i r t r  . , r , - , , " . ' ,  

" lvar l lor ln crosses and perhrps umbreì la lnol i ls.  , \  cave bcneath is;naccei; l tc
bu1, nccording to oral hisrory fesetìrch. nray h.rve becn used as a hcnìiragc aDd
stomge cave in Medìàevîl tirì1es. Thc second is a deserted Medincval \,ìllaqe
rncofporaunS lhc remaiùs of the church of Mariam Gibtzaylvi l  ( . .Mrry ; l
Egypt;"  the sìgnit ìcance ot rhis Ìralne is unclear).  Both 

-prob;bly 
;e; ;

c lestroyd during tbe t61r 'c.  incursioDs of Al ìned Cfagn, rhe Hrn| i  Musl in
waflord lvho rrvrged rhe Christ ìan kìrgdom of Etìr iopia. The extcrsì \ 'e
fandiDg rcmains of tbe Mediaeval selllcment rxtend over 200 m. Three !sso_
crr led monol i l l ìs of  uncertaiD xgc also slrnd. rDd rhc ourl inc ol . thc churcl
b . . i l d ; I É  I n J )  h e  . t ( . , r t )  , t , . c e r n c L l  r r  r h e  - r ; J J t e  ̂ r  : r  h e t o .  t  . i ,  ( o l '  D t L r
. L . r : , i r ì l )  r ì ì e r i l .  J c r J ; c , t  r e  i .  ! r , \  c . [ \ e \  r f l L l  f r o b i r b t J  e \ . i r \ : r  r o n

Othcf Medìaeval rDd Posl-Mediaevrl  rcmrins aìso wcre noted. Enda O|a
Librnos church (SMlì no. 2t)  consists of a compound and gateholrse $r irh a fe_
erectcd possibìy Aksumile siela at i ts ùìr in cntraDce. locatect on a hi l l too
northeast of Semenla. I t  is associàted $i lh SMR no. U:.  a sn:r i t  abanaonclf
n r o b . ' b / )  P o s r - V e J i . r e ! i r t  L j , h i r i  r o  i o r p o u  J  $ i r t r  r t , r ( c  , . , . . y '  L r : , , e .  , . .  . . 4
m . , l r i r n J l ( l  r o l c L l  s i l h i r .  i t .  I 0  b ]  )  r .  . R . r .

Concluding Dis.ussion

. The.wealth a|d rich vîriery of archaeologicat nìaleri,rt describccl rbo\e.
: r n J - r , l ì f  ( l e J f  n c < J  f o r  t | | t u - e  r n u t r i . J r \ r n t ; j r . l | \  e l t  ì o e r - n t ì r r  s o r L  , r t  t o , . r | ' une \r I  fe i  c!ron h:r \  ìp LIìJoIbt(J s;enif ' ' i ,  r ,c( fof  hU r:rn .o. jo_econo. . i .  , l r \  e. .
o n n r c n r  I n  l h c  n o r ' l r e f r  t r ì r , o n i r  I ' r g h h n d .  t r o r |  ( h c  \ e r )  J . . r t r . l  I . I ì e . .  \ \ e
1 r î v e  . r n n r \  L t e .  o n r t r : r l e . i  r r , .  r c h : r e o l u g r r . r l  p J t e r , l , - l :  f .  u r e  c ^ , . : r r . ^ r r r  \ e
ventures bui lding upon this pi lo l  season Do doubr wit ì  rdcl  greatÌy 10 lbe
o\€r. ì l l  v iew of the dcvelopnìenr of cul lurt ì ì  l lndscapes across l imc, bolh i r
this impo anr and muclì-undersrudied corner of l th iopia and i l l  the su;
roundrng norlh-easlern Afrìcî as whole.
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lhe wealth aDd size o[ cìorgìs. This slrall
) m- compdses a "mixed" church (ie. acces-
rippers) located north of the compound, a
)on€rete conslructloD) and the main "males
L, belfry, gatehouse and a single square two-
lks. A siùgle hermi! also resides at tlìe site.
:marcales lhe male-only irnd mixed gende!
)nastery itself, like others in the region, is a
s that came ils way largely lay on rbe poor
lanl l ing of the gr l t  system in 1974, th€
The hvo remainiùg monks are forced to
. In every sense lhis monastery is a victim
urely will be abaodoDed in a [€w years.
fulure archaeological investigaljon are the
ro. 34) and Màryam Gibrzaywir (SMR no.
r. The fìrst, across the gorge from Maryam
r granite rock covercd wilh engravings of
)lla motifs. A cave beneath is inaccessible
h, may have been used as a hermjtage and
ìe second is a deserted Mediaeval village
hurch of Mariam cibtzaywit ("Mary of
lane is unclear).  Both probably were
)ns ol Ahmed Gragn, the Harari Muslim
.n kiùgdom of Elhiopia. The extensive
etllem€nt extend over 200 m. Three asso-
lso land, and the outline of the church
ìn the middle of a f ie ld.  This complex
rvey and pfobably excavation.
iaeval remains also were noted. Enda Ona
.s ofa compound and gatehouse willl a re-
i ts maiD eDtrance, located on î  hi l l top

)d wilh SMR no. 22, a small àbandoned
compound with three /akrl bas€s of c. 4

THE ARCHAEOLOCICAL LANDSCAI I ] ) 1

archa€ological material described above,
isciplinary ethnographic work all point to
Fificance for human socio-ecoDomic devel-
ighlands from lhe very earliest times. We
leological polential; fulure collaborative
ieason no doubt will add greally to tlìe
cultural landscapes across lime, both in

died corner of Ethiopia and in the sur-
rnote,

Allrescarch avcnrÌes tested in 2001 indicaîe furth€r inverigatioD would bc
highly rewarding. By combinìng în i r tegnted pfogramne of archaeological
survey, examinalìon of l ì is ior ical  docuDì€Dts, elhnographic study ard orr l
lìistory inlerviews, we lìnve begun to develop r picture of the Shire landscape
following the collapse of the Aksumite polì!y, that indic tes an extremeLy closc
relationship exists between the features nnd capàcity of the laùdscape and the
socìal. economic and political factors withir lhis region, lhat conlinùes even up
to the preseDi day- Tlìe relatioDship belween sites of lhe Mediaeval period and
tlìose ofearlier, especially Aksumite, date also is confimed for this region. The
westwdfd exleDt olthe Aksumite polity, beyond Aksum itseli is conlìrmed and
highlighted in the variety and urbrn ctìaracter ofsites dîled !o this period witlìin
the smaìl area surveyed. Tlìis sophificalion ìs apparent even in 1lìe Proto-
Aksumite period. r€cognisàble in its tombs àrd ccmcleries. we already have
identilìed a number of siles, Mai Adrasha jn particulnr. suitrìble for further
study rnd fulure archleological investigalion. The socirl and ecoroÌric silua-
tions of even earlier periods also may be further illuminaled by applying these
data and infofmalion to sites nol yet identilìed. we row hàve, lor exanlple. a
recogrisable developmental  sequence of lool  l ì lanufaclure. togelber with a
specific iDdicator of early widesprcad contact in the appearance of obsidian iD
the LSA lirlìic reperloire, for which greÀt distances needed to be travelled.

On a more praclical level. our lìuhi-pedod focus lìas led to tlìe illlplcmcn-
tatìon ofwlìat  should be a sel f-sustaining and easy-lo-use Sites and Monumenls
Record for Strire. A coslelleclive tool for belpiDg to manage its archaeologic.ìl
landscàpe and hefitîge. it above all is accessible to local people and nìay usefully
serve às a lenplale for similîr strategies elsewhere in Ethiopia. Tlìe quick.ìnd
decisive actìon taken to hali the deslruction of Mai Adr.tsha is llìe lfuil ot
col laboral ion not only with TBIC authorì t ies. but also administnt ive aulhoi-
lies and ìocal lìrrmers. We also were îble lo conslrucl a much-needed slorìgc
facilily àt the lndàselassie library to house Iìnds collecled durìng survey. in
earl ier work and chance f iDds handed over to TBIC. The col laborat ion of
Ethiopian and foreign expert ise has proved to be exceptìonal ly frui t iu l , . ìnd i t
h hoped fulure survey (nnd possibly excîvation) sensoDs rnay develop furthel
from lhese 1ìrm foundalioùs.
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