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Foreword

War, justifiable or not, is a descent into madness. George Wash-

ington, America's first president and commander-in-chief of its

armed forces, wrote that his most fervent wish was "to see this

plague of mankind, war, banished from the earth." Most, if not

all of the forty presidents who succeeded Washington have

echoed similar sentiments. Despite this, not one generation of

Americans since the founding of the republic has been spared

the maelstrom of war. In its brief history of just over two hun-

dred years, the United States has been a combatant in eleven

major wars. And four of those conflicts have occurred in the last

fifty years.

America's reasons for going to war have differed little from

those of most nations. Political, social, and economic forces were

at work which either singly or in combination ushered America

into each of its wars. A desire for independence motivated the

Revolutionary War. The fear of annihilation led to the War of

1812. A related fear, that of having the nation divided, precipitat-

ed the Civil War. The need to contain an aggressor nation

brought the United States into the Korean War. And territorial

ambition lay behind the Mexican-American and the Indian Wars.

Like all countries, America, at different times in its history, has

been victimized by these forces and its citizens have been called

to arms.

Whatever reasons may have been given to justify the use of

military force, not all of America's wars have been popular. From

the Revolutionary War to the "Vietnam War, support of the people

has alternately waxed and waned. For example, less than half of

the colonists backed America's war of independence. In fact,

most historians agree that at least one-third were committed to

maintaining America's colonial status. During the Spanish-Ameri-

can War, a strong antiwar mc^vement also developed. Resistance

to the war was so high that the Democratic paity made con-

demning the war a significant part of its platform in an attempt

to lure voters into voting Democratic. The platform stated that

"the burning issue of imperialism growing out of the Spanish war

involves the very existence of the Republic and the destruction
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of our free institutions. " More recently, the Vietnam War divided

the nation like no other conflict hat! since the Civil War. The
mushroomin,y antiwar movements in most major cities and col-

leges throughout the United States did more to bring that war to

a conclusion than did actions on the battlefield.

Yet, there have been wars which have enjoyed overwhelm-

ing public support. World Wars I and II were popular because

people lieiieved that the survival of America's democratic institu-

tions was at stake. In lioth wars, the American people rallied

witii an entiiusiasm and spirit of self-.sacrifice that was remark-

able for a country with such a diverse population. Support for

food and fuel rationing, the purchase of war bonds, a high rate

of voluntary enlistments, and countless other forms of volun-

tarism, were characteristic of the people's response to those

wars. Most recently, the Persian Gulf War prompted an unprece-

dented show of support even though the United States was not

directly threatened by the conflict. Rallies in support of U.S.

troops were widespread. Tens of thousands of individuals,

including families, friends, and well-wishers of the troops sent

packages of food, cosmetics, clothes, cassettes, and suntan oil.

And even more supporters wrote letters to unknown soldiers that

were forwarded to the military front. In fact, most public opinion

polls revealed that up to 90 percent of all Americans approved of

their nation's involvement.

The complex interplay of events and purposes that leads to

military conflict should be included in a history of any war. A
simple chronicling of battles and casualty lists at best offers only

a partial history of war. Wars do not spontaneously erupt; nor

does their memory perish. They are driven by underlying causes,

fueled by policymakers, fought and supported by citizens, and
remembered by those plotting a nation's future. For these rea-

sons wars, or the fear of wars, will always leave an indelible

stamp on any nations history and influence its future.

The purpose of this series is to provide a full understanding

of America's Wars by presenting each war in a historical context.

Each of the twelve volumes focuses on the events that led up to

the war, the war itself, its impact on the home front, and its after-

math and influence upon future conflicts. The unique personali-

ties, the dramatic acts of courage and compassion, as well as the

despair and horror of war are all presented in this series. Togeth-

er, they show why America's wars have dominated American

consciousness in the past as well as how they guide many politi-

cal decisions of today. In these vivid and objective accounts, stu-

dents will gain an understanding of why America became
involved in these conflicts, and how historians, military and gov-

ernment officials, and others have come to tmderstand and inter-

pret that involvement.
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Chronology of Events

1883

France establishes total control over Vietnam, end-

ing its independence.

1930

Ho Chi Minh organizes Indochinese Communist

party.

September 2. 1945

Ho Chi Minh declares Vietnam independent.

March 6, 1946

Vietnam and France agree Vietnam is a free state

within French Union, but agreement soon falls

apart.

December 19, 1946

Ho Chi Minh calls for war against France.

May 7, 195^

French surrender to the Communists at Dien Bien

Phu.

May-July 1954

Geneva Conference held; Vietnam formally sepa-

rated into North and South Vietnam.

January 1, 1955

United States starts to aid Ngo Dinh Diem's South

Vietnam government.

November 22, I96I

United States decides to expand militaiy aid and

advisers to South Vietnam. U.S. personnel raised

to 3,200 by end of year.

August 2-4, 1964

North Vietnamese attack U.S. warships Maddox
and Turner Joy in Gulf of Tonkin. Johnson orders

first U.S. air strikes against North Vietnam on

August 4.

August 7, 1964

Congress passes Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.

March 1965

First U.S. combat troops sent to Vietnam.

October 1967

Forty thousand protest the war at the Pentagon.

January 30, 1968

Tet Offensive begins.

xMarch 10, I968

U.S. poll shows 49 percent of j\mericans think

U.S. involvement in the war is a mistake.

March 31, 1968

Johnson offers to negotiate with the North Viet-

namese for peace; announces he will not run for

reelection.

June 8, 1969
President Nixon announces first U.S. troop with-

drawal of 25,000. Withdrawals continue for next

four years.

AprU 30, 1970

U.S. and South Vietnam invade Cambodia.

May 4, 1970

During nationwide protests, four students killed at

Kent State University in Ohio. Ten days later two

students killed at Jackson State University in Mis-

sissippi.

February 8, 1971

South Vietnainese troops backed by U.S. Air Force

invades Laos.

Spring 1972

North Vietnam launches Spring Offensive against

South Vietnam.

Summer 1972

Serious negotiations begin between North Viet-

nam and the United States.

January 27, 1973
Paris Peace Accords signed, ending U.S. military

involvement in Vietnam. Fighting between North

and South Vietnam soon resumes.

November 7, 1973
Congress passes War Powers Act over Nixon's

veto, preventing future presidents from sending

U.S. troops overseas for more than sixty days

without congressional approval.

August 9, 19"'-i

Nixon resigns as president of the United States

over Watergate scandal.

AprU 30, 1975

Saigon falls" to the Communists. Last Americans

leave U.S. embassy.
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INTRODUCTION

A Painful Lesson
that Should Be
Remembered

Throughout history, war has followed a similar pattern. Peo-

ples or countries disagree, they fight with the weapons of

the times, and people die. One side wins, the other loses.

Yet the circumstances surrounding each war are unique—and

each is somehow different from the rest.

E.xcept for the Ci\il War, the Vietnam War divided the United

States like no other war. While Vietnam did not divide the coun-

try into North and South, as the Civil War had done, both wars

divided America psychologically. The Civil War pitted brother

against brother, and national loyalty was split between loyalt}' to

country' and one's way of life. The Vietnam War split Americans

into war supporters and war protesters and also set them against

each other

The legacy of Vietnam and what it means to America still

divides American opinion to this day, which makes generaliza-

tions about the war difficult. In 1991. when America participated

in the Persian Gulf War, every decision was debated against the

backdrop of the Vietnam War. From whether the United States

should become involved to how returning soldiers should be

treated, Vietnam provided the example for how the United States

was not going to act. In many ways the Persian Gulf War showed
just how deeply Vietnam had permanently .scarred the American

conscience.

The Vietnam War radically changed America. The America

that withdrew from Vietnam in 1973 was a much different coun-

try from the one that, in 1964. committed troops to Vietnam to

stop the spread of communism. Because of Vietnam, Americans

A Painful Lesson that Should Be Remembered 7



reevaluated themselves and their country's morality and motives.

Americans also came to the painful realization that they could

not automatically trust elected officials. These changes still influ-

ence America today and probably will for many years to come.

There are usually more lessons to be found in failure than in

success. America committed many political and military mistakes

in the Vietnam War, and each mistake can be viewed as a le.sson.

Critics remain divided about what the true lessons of Vietnam

are, but nearly everyone agrees that another Vietnam is an expe-

rience that America must avoid. Indeed, the desire to avoid

another Vietnam may be the most important part of a complicat-

ed and contradictory legacy that Vietnam has left America.
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CHAPTER ONE

How the United States

Became Entangled
in Vietnam

he seeds that grew into the United States' tangled political

and military involvement in Vietnam in the 1960s were

sown at the end of World War II. The war had destroyed

the old world order. The colonial system, where nations main-

tained control over other countries or territories, was almost

completely destroyed by the war.

The United States had emerged hom the chaos of World War

II as one of the most powerful nations in the world. As the pro-

cess of rebuilding the world began, America's leaders looked

back on their country's successful role in defeating the Germans

and the Japanese and concluded that the United States was pow-

erful enough to hold its own against any nation in the world.

America's leaders believed the United States should influence

and guide the governments of other countries. For the future

safety of the United States and the world, every country should

develop economic and strategic policies sympathetic to the inter-

ests of the United States, these leaders concluded.

This ambitious goal became one of the cornerstones of

America's foreign policy in the decade after World War II. The

spread of communism around the world, however, almost imme-

diately challenged that goal.

Communism is a system where all property and businesses

are owned by the government. In theory, workers work for the

government and in return receive everything they need to live,

including a home, food, health care, and guaranteed employ-

ment. Communism is the opposite of capitalism, in which most

of the property is owned privately by people or corporations.

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 9



President Harry S Tnimaii

promised military and economic

aid to countries that opposed the

spread ofcom mtinism

.

One of the principles, or doctrines, of communism is that as

the world evolves, more and more nations will become CcMiiniLi-

nist. Through revolutions, communism is supposed to eventually

take over the world.

The spread of communism was perceived by America's lead-

ers as a threat to U.S. national security. Since it was the opposite

of the American system. Communist countries were not likely to

have economic and strategic policies that favored the United

States. In addition, U.S. leaders believed in a phenomenon called

the domino theory. This theory stated that if one nation became

Communist, the surrounding nations might also fall, just like

dominoes, to communism.
If America allowed this to happen. Communist countries

might take over the world. America's postwar leaders wanted

to create a democratic world, and communism prevented that

possibility.

The Soviet Union had become the world's first Communist

nation in 1918. The Soviet Union, like the United States, was try-

ing to spread its ideology, communism. Its goal directly conflict-

ed with the world the United States sought to build. Although

the United States and the Soviet Union had been forced to

become allies to defeat Germany in World 'War II, after the war

ended, the two nations became bitter enemies. The Soviet Union

set up Communist-led puppet governments in the Eastern Euro-

pean countries it had occupied at the end of the war. This move
angered U.S. officials, who wanted the nations to detemine their

own destiny through national elections that would favor the

United States.

These two great world powers stRiggled to get more nations

to adopt their ideologies. This conflict became known as the cold

war. Since other nations either aligned with the United States or

the Soviet Union, the cold war dominated world politics.

The purpose of American foreign policy was dominated by

winning the cold war through containing the spread of commu-
nism. In 1947, President Harry S Taiman announced a new Amer-

ican policy intended to contain communism in Southeastern

Europe. Taiman promised that America would support, through

military and economic aid, all free peoples resisting communism.
The United States successfully used this policy, known as the

Truman Doctrine, to help the Greek people oppose communism
in a civil war. The United States also aided Turkey at the end of

'World 'War II. These successes helped increase America's confi-

dence that it could reconstract the world to its own advantage.

The Spread of Communism
The United States also saw communism as a growing threat in

Asia, halfway around the world. Korea had already been divided

10 The Vietnam War



In 1931, members ofthe French Foreign Legion smashed a rebellion led

by the Iiidochinese Conunutiist pa>1y.

into a Communist North and a pro-American South. In China,

Communists had been stmggling to gain control of their country

for more tlian tuent^- years. In Southeast Asia, Communists were

working against the established governments in several coun-

tries. A similar struggle was occurring between Vietnamese Com-
munists and French colonialists in Vietnam. In order to contain

the threat of communism, the United States chose to support

France in the bitter struggle.

Vietnam's Struggle for Independence

The struggle between the Vietnamese and the French for control

of Vietnam had begun long before a Communi,st party even

existed in Vietnam. Vietnam had been an important French

colon\- for neady a centun,-. The French had first established mis-

sions in Vietnam during the eighteenth century-. The French ruled

Vietnam harshly. In their own country, Vietnamese people were

prohibited from tra\eling outside their districts without identifica-

tion papers. They x^ere not allowed to attend public meetings,

nor could they organize or publish nevwspapers. They were sub-

ject to forced labor and could be imprisoned by the order of any

French magistrate.

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 11



Ho Chi Minh: Most Enlightened One

o Chi Minh (1890-1969) is the most

impoitant figure in Vietnam's long strug-

gle for independence. From the most

humble of beginnings, Ho rose to become the

leader of his countiy. He was the architect for

the Communists" fifty-year struggle to free Viet-

nam from foreign control. Many facts about his

life have been clouded by his secret activities

and by his use of aliases, or made-up names, to

protect his identity. His original name was

Nguyen That Thanh or Nguyen Van Thanh. He
adopted the name Ho Chi Minh, meaning "most

enlightened one," in the 1940s.

Ho traveled widely in his early years, set-

tling in Paris in 1918, the same year the Com-
muni.sts overthrew the Ru.ssian government. Ho
became a Communist, and for the next fifty

years, worked to free his country from control

by the French, the Japanese, and the United

States.

His life as a revolutionaiy and liberator was
not an easy one. He was sentenced to death by

the French in 1929 because of his anti-French

activities. In 1930, he was imprisoned briefly by

the British and in 1941 he was arrested by the

Chinese on charges of being a French spy.

Despite these setbacks. Ho was successful

where Vietnamese leaders before him had

failed. He understood that the success of any

revolution in Vietnam depended upcm the sup-

port of the Vietnamese peasants. Upon his

return to Vietnam during World War II, Ho and
his forces .set about organizing the peasants.

Ho's practicality was another reason for his

succe.ss. Unlike his predecessors, he was willing

Ho Chi Minh led the Vietnamese struggle

for indepe)idencefrom foreign control.

Many Vietnamesepeople today remember

him as a hero.

to compromise and even make temporary allies

of his foes in his quest to free Vietnam. This

strategy allowed him to fight on his own terms

and on his own schedule rather than on that of

his enemies.

Ho died in 1969, six years before the reuni-

fication of North and South Vietnam. For his

role in Vietnam's staiggle for freedom, Ho is a

hero to the Vietnamese people, who affection-

ately still refer to him as "Uncle Ho."

12 The Vietnam War



Japanese cycling troops pass through Saigon in thisphotograph taken

after theJapanese invaded Vietnam.

Although the Vietnamese bristled under French aile, no lead-

er was able to rally the support necessary' to mount a successful

revolution against the French. In 1930, however, a Vietnamese

leader appeared who would become a key figure in Vietnam's

quest for independence. His name was Ho Chi Minh. Not only

was Ho a nationalist who favored Vietnamese independence, he

was also a Communist. He had studied communism in France

and the Soviet Union during the 1920s before returning to South-

east Asia.

In 1930, Ho helped to unify three small Communist parties

under the name of the Indochinese Communist Party (ICP). The

new party's objectives, which Ho drafted, included the over-

throw of the French and the establishment of Vietnamese inde-

pendence.

The ICP's first attempt to establish Vietnamese independence

met with failure. In 1930, the new party helped organize workers

and peasants to protest worsening economic conditions in two of

Vietnam's provinces. When their demands were not met, the

peaceful demonstrations turned into riots. The French Foreign

Legion .squelched the rebellion in early 1931-

Through most of the 1930s, the ICP worked at rebuilding itself.

Ho spent much of the decade in Moscow studying and teaching.

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 13



The Struggle Against French Rule

while the United States was fighting Germany and Japan during

World War II, the Vietnamese Communists continued their strug-

gle to free Vietnam from French nile. World War II complicated

their stmggle. In 1940, Japan took advantage of the fact that

France was fighting in Europe and invaded portions of Vietnam.

Instead of having one foreign country to fight against for inde-

pendence, Ho suddenly had two.

The Japanese urged the Vietnamese to support them against

the French. Although the Vietnamese Communists did not trust

the Japanese, they used Japan's invasion as an oppc:)rtunity to

seize French-held lands. But France and Japan soon arranged a

cease-fire, and the French returned and regained the territories

the Communists had seized.

Ho returned to Vietnam in early 1941, after being absent

from his homeland for thirty years. For three decades, he had

directed Vietnamese revolutionary activities from other countries

to avoid being arrested by the French. He set up new headquar-

ters in a cave in the northern part of Vietnam, near the Chinese

border. From his new headquarters. Ho met with Vietnamese

Communists to establish the League for the Independence of

Vietnam (Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi, or Vietminh). The

goal of the Vietminh was to defeat the French and the Japanese.

To defeat their enemies, the Vietminh planned to combine the

nationalist movements in the cities with peasant rebellions in the

Riral areas. Ho and the Vietminh believed it was important to

gain the support of the peasants to achieve the goal of Viet-

namese independence.

In March 1945, the Japanese invaded Vietnam again. This

time they revoked the 1883 treaty that established Vietnam as a

French colony and declared Vietnam independent under

Japanese protection. Ho and the Communists, however, consid-

ered Japan to be the main enemy and cooperated with the

French to get rid of the Japanese.

Ho also worked with the United States, providing intelligence

information about Japan's war efforts in Indochina. Ho helped

rescue American pilots who had been shot down by the

Japanese. He hoped that the United States would, in return, sup-

port his independence movement once the war was over.

After World War II, the Japanese were expelled from Viet-

nam. But Ho's struggle against the French continued. With

France weakened by the wodd war. Ho and the Communists saw
their chance. Within days of the Japanese surrender on August

15, 1945, the Vietnamese revolution began. The Vietminh soon
controlled the northern part-of the country. They announced the

formation of a provisional, or temporaiy, government called the

Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV), with Ho Chi Minh as its

14 The Vietnam War



Franco-VieDiamese medics treat a wounded Vietminh prisoner after a

firefight south ofHanoi.

president and minister of foreign affairs. The Vietminh were not

successful in defeating the French in the south, however. French

troops seized control of the cit)' of Saigon.

By March of 1946, the French were threatening to retake the

northern part of the country from the Communists. Ho was able

to negotiate a compromise in which France recognized the DRV.

In return Ho and the Vietminh accepted a small French military

presence in the north. The DRV also became a member of the

French Union, an organization of France's colonial holdings

around the world. Both sides agreed to let South Vietnamese citi-

zens vote in national elections to decide who should lead South

Vietnam, the French or the Vietminh.

In December 1946, France reversed its position and demand-

ed that the Vietminh relinquish control of the north. The Vietminh

instead attacked the French, and war broke out. The fighting con-

tinued for nearly a year and a half.

The United States Chooses Sides

It was during this period that the United States became involved

in the conflict. Rather than support Ho Chi Minh, as Ho
had hoped, the United States instead supported France, its long- Bor:.

time ally. 22nc

Denver, i^^l^. -co

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 15
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Vietnamese youths march through the streets ofSaigon during Indepen-

dence Dayfestivities in 1952.

After granti)ig limited indepen-

dence to Vietnam in 1948.

French officials namedformer
Vietnamese emperor Bao Dai to

lead the new government.

In 1948, France offered a solution to the war in an attempt to

prevent further fighting. On June 5, France granted indepen-

dence to all of Vietnam in the form of associated statehood.

France called the new government the State of Vietnam and

appointed former Vietnamese emperor Bao Dai, who was pro-

French, to lead it. The Vietminh were not satisfied with this solu-

tion. By setting up a pro-French government and not allowing a

leader to be determined by election, the French were still con-

trolling Vietnam.

To the United States, however, associated statehood seemed

a step in the right direction. Although the United States support-

ed the eventual estaiilishment of an independent Vietnam, it did

not want a Communist government there. To the United States,

allowing France to keep its old colony was preferable to letting

Vietnam fall to communism. On February 7, 1950, the United

States officially recognized the State of Vietnam.

The fighting between the French and Vietnamese continued.

With military aid from Communist China, Ho and the Vietminh

concentrated on freeing the north, where the Commimists were

strongest.

The Communists concentrated on wearing down the French,

hoping that the French would tire of the war. They knew that, in

France, people were growing weary of the conflict. The Commu-
nists attacked the French military at its weakest points and kept

the French forces thinned out by mounting attacks great dis-

tances apart. These guerrilla -tactics, along with efforts to organize

resistance to the French, were quite successful. By late 1952, the

Vietminh had regained control of much of the north.

l6 The Vietnam War



As the Communists hoped, the I'rcndi were tiring of tlie war.

They proposed to negotiate a diplomatic settlement, and the

N'ietnamese Comnuinisis agreed. But before the peace talks actu-

ally began, the Comnuinists decided to attack and hold a French

fortified camp to help give them leverage in the forthcoming

talks.

On March 13, 1954, the Vietminh began the siege of Dien

Bien Phu, a French -occupied town near the Laotian border. The

siege ended \\ ith the surrender of the French on May 7, a few

days after a peace conference on the Far East began in Geneva,

Switzerland.

The Geneva conference was attended by other Eastern and

Western nations with interests in the Far Ea.st. The United States

w^as one of the Western nations that attended the conference.

Cease-Fire Splits Vietnam in Two
In July the conference produced two documents known as the

Geneva Accords. The first was a cease-fire agreement signed by

Vietnam and France. It created a demarcation, or boundary, line

near the .seventeenth parallel. The area around the line became

Memheis ofthe French Forei[qii Legion qneslion a suspected Vietminh

fighterfoil )icl hiding in theJungle.

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 17



known as the Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ. The French

regrouped south of that line and the Vietminh moved its forces

north of the line.

This cease-fire formally divided Vietnam into two separate

governments. The part of Vietnam north of the demarcation line

was called the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam)

and was led by Ho Chi Minh. The portion south of the line was

called the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam). Ngo Dinh Diem,

a nationalist who was anti-Communist and anti-French, was

named president of South Vietnam.

A second agreement called for national elections to be held

in July 1956. These elections would be supervised by an interna-

tional commission. The demarcation line, the agreement said,

"should not in any way be interpreted as constituting a political

territoiy boundary. " This meant that the boundary was intended

to be only a temporary one.

Both the United States and the new government of South

Vietnam refused to approve this agreement. Both governments

knew that if free elections were held, the Communist Vietminh

would surely win and take control of South Vietnam. The Com-

munists would gain at the ballot box what they had previously

been unable to win on the battlefield or at the negotiating table.

Vietminh Gen. Quang Bun (seat-

ed) signs the 1954 agreement

hringing cm end tofighti)ig in

Indochina, ne agreement,

reached during negotiations in

Geneva. Siritzerland, came to be

known as the Geneva Accords.

18 The Vietnam War



Indochina 1953-1954

U.S. Policy After Geneva

After the Geneva Accords of 1954, the United States' goal of con-

taining communism in Vietnam remained the same. But with the

French gone, the United States needed a new ally to assist in

making sure South Vietnam did not fall. The United States aided

Ngo Dinh Diem's government in exchange for his support of the

United States. Together, Diem and the United States conspired to

thwart the 1956 elections. Diem knew he was a certain loser to

the more popular Vietminh if free elections were held.

In the years to follow, however. Diem proved to be a difficult

ally and a poor leader. Diem was unable to build a stable gov-

ernment to replace that of the French. He ailed by intimidation

and even murder. Popular land reforms established earlier by the

Vietminh were overturned so that Diem and his family could

gain more land. Diem's poor aile left the South Vietnamese

economy in ruins. U.S. aid was the only thing keeping Diem's

government and his policies in force.

Ngo Dinh Diem was namedpres-

ident ofSouth Vietiiani after

Vietnam ivas split into separate

north and south governments.

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 19



/;/ hisfirst two years in office,

Fresicleiit/ohii F. Kennedy
expanded the number of U.S.

militaty advisers in South

Vietnamfrom about 900 to

11,000.

Though unhappy with Diem's leadership, the United States

continued to support him through the 1950s and into the 1960s

because he was pro-American. Diem's unpopularity weakened

the United States' position in 'Vietnam. The "Vietnamese people

began to dislike the United States as much as they disliked Diem.

Communists Continue the Fight

The cancellation of the 1956 elections convinced Ho and the

North Vietnamese Communists that militaiy action would be

required to reunite North and South Vietnam. Throughout the

last half of the 1950s, the Communists worked to gain support

among the people of South Vietnam. In I960, the Vietminh

changed its name to the Vietcong (VC). The Vietcong were suc-

cessful in organizing the mral peasants against Diem. The Viet-

cong also used guerrilla tactics to terrorize and faistrate the

South Vietnamese army.

Worsening Conditions

In the early 1960s, economic, political, and military conditions in

South Vietnam continued to worsen. The United States respond-

ed with more aid and militaiy personnel. When President John F.

Kennedy took office in January 1961, there were only nine hun-

dred official U.S. military advisers in South Vietnam. By the end

Three thousand peoplefrom the village ofKham Due were relocated to

thisfortress village, one ofmany designed to separate South Vietnamese

peasantsfrom the Vietcong.
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Helmeted rebel troops and Vietnamese civilians at the gates ofthe presi-

dentialpalace in Saigon during the 1963 revolt against the regime of

President \go Dinh Diem.

of 1962, the figure had reached eleven thousand. For the next

six years, U.S. personnel would continue to be sent to South

Vietnam in response to ever-worsening conditions.

The U.S. military strategy was to help the South Vietnamese

fight the Vietcong. To accomplish this, the United States created

a netviork of armed villages called strategic hamlets. South Viet-

namese peasants were moved into the hamlets to keep them

separated from the Vietcong. The United States hoped that this

would prevent the peasants from helping the Vietcong. In a sep-

arate effort, U.S. Special Forces, or Green Berets, were sent into

the central highlands to train tribespeople to support the United

States against the Vietcong.

Neither of these t^'o strategies successfully stopped the Viet-

cong. By mid-1963, the Vietcong were so well established in South

Vietnam that President Kennedy faced a critical decision. Either he

had to commit even more aid to Vietnam or withdraw altogether,

which would surely result in a Communist victory. Kennedy did

not want to let South Vietnam fall to the Communi.sts. At the .same

time, election year was coming up, and he knew that increased

aid or military action could hurt his chances at reelection.
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The Domino Theory

lie domino theory is the concept that if

the United States allowed one govern-

ment to fall to communism, others would

surely follow. President Dwight Eisenhower first

discussed the concept publicly in a press con-

ference on April 7, 1954, when commenting on

the strategic importance of Indochina to the

free world:

...finally, you have the broader considera-

tions that might follow what you might call

the "falling domino" principle.

You had a row of dominoes set up, and

you knocked over the first one, and what

would happen to the last one was the cer-

tainty that it would go over very quickly. So

you have the beginning of a disintegration

that w(uild have the most profound influ-

ences.

The domino theory was used to justify aid

to the French between the end of Worid War II

and their withdrawal from Vietnam in 1954. It

was also used to justify support for the Diem
government of South Vietnam between . 1954

and 1963. President Lyndon Johnson used the

domino theory to justify the expansion of U.S.

military operations in South Vietnam after the

Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964.

Supporters of the domino theory argue that

a Communi.st victory in any countiy lessens U.S.

credibility with other small nations threatened

by a Communist takeover. Critics discount the

idea of a worldwide Communist revolution and
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President Eisenhower was thefirst to verbalize the

domino theory, which has become a cornerstone

of U.S. foreign policy- Manypresidents since Eisen-

hower. i)icli((ling Richard Nixon and Ronald Rea-

gan, invoked the domino theory' to justify U.S.

involvement in other countries.

blame the unrest in areas such as Southeast

Asia and Central America on conditions that

already exist within each country.
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Late in 1963, before Kennedy made any decision, two
extraordinan- e\ent,s happened. On Ncnember 1, the unpopular

Diem was killed in a successful coup, or revolt, again.st his gov-

ernment. The coup had been organized by Diem's own generals.

Members of the U.S. State Department had known about the

coup in acK'ance and .secretly had even pledged L .S. support for

the generals. The State Department knew Diem .stood in the way
of achieving American goals in Vietnam.

Three weeks later on November 22, 1963, President Kennedy
was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. Lyndon Johnson became presi-

dent on the same day. In the hours immediately following

Kennedy's death, Johnson wondered if Kennedy had been killed

in retaliation for U.S. support of the cxnip against Diem. But no
evidence has ever been found to connect the two deaths.

Johnson inherited the critical decision that Kennedy had not

li\ed to make. Should the United States increase its commitment
to Vietnam or withdraw? Like Kennedy, Johnson found it to be a

difficult decision that was tied to his hopes for reelection. He
hoped to put the decision off Lintil after the election, but an inci-

dent in the summer of 1964 helped make the decision for him.

Rebel troops attack the presidentialpalace with heavy machine guns.

The revolt led to the collapse ofthe Diem government.
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The Gulf of Tonkin Controversy

i)nuoversy surrounds the Gulf of Tonkin

incident. Some critics of the Vietnam War

claim that the version of the events Lyn-

don B. Johnson gave to the public was untrue.

They claim that American ships had been sent

to the Gulf of Tonkin deliberately to provoke

the Nonh Vietnamese into attacking them. They

also claim that in the second incident on August

4, American ships were not actually attacked,

they were only threatened.

The Gulf of Tonkin incident, critics charge,

was fabricated to give President Johnson the

excuse he needed to get Congress to support

increased U.S. involvement in the war in South

Vietnam.

To support their argument, critics charge

that the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution passed by

Congress was actually written as much as two

months before the incidents that occurred on
August 2 and 4. If that is true, it means that

President Johnson was planning to increase

U.S. involvement in Vietnam long before the

attacks occurred rather than in reaction to them.

It also means that Johnson lied to America dur-

ing his campaign for reelection. During his

campaign, he had cautioned against further U.S.

military invohement in Vietnam.

The complete truth about the Gulf of

Tonkin incident may never be known. It is

a fact, hciwever, that the incident marked the

DidJohiiso)! deliberately send troops into the Gulf

of Tonkin to provoke a North I'ietnaniese attack?

beginning of the United States' direct militaiy

involvement in Vietnam. The conflicting stories

over what really happened have left the

American entiy into the Vietnam War clouded in

mysteiy.
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Jl^e Xoiih Vietnamese attack on the U.S. Navy destroyei-Mzddox
enraged Piesidenl Lyndon Jobnsoti.

The Gulf of Tonkin Incident

On August 2, 1964, the U.S. destroyer Maddox, while on a

surveillance mission in the Gulf of Tonkin off the North Viet-

namese coast, was attacked by three North Vietnamese patrol

boats. The attack was easily repelled. Two days later. North Viet-

namese patrol boats again attacked the Maddox and a second

destroyer, the USS Turner Joy. Neither ship was damaged, but

the idea that the Vietnamese would directly attack U.S. ships

enraged Johnson. That same day Johnson ordered retaliatory air

strikes against North Vietnamese air bases and oil storage depots.

U.S. planes flew sLxts' missions and sank or damaged thirty' North

Vietnamese boats.

Johnson then went before Congress and requested authority

to defend American forces in Southeast Asia. The t^tvo attacks,

along with reports that the North Vietnamese army was massing

near the seventeenth parallel for a po.ssible invasion of the

South, created a .sen.se of urgency in Congress.

In respon.se to Johnson's request, Congress passed the Gulf of

Tonkin Resolution on August "'. The rescilution stated that

"Congress approves and supports the determination of the Presi-

dent, as Commander in Chief, to take all nece.s.sarv measures

How the United States Became Entangled in Vietnam 25



A second attack on theMaddox and an attack on another U.S. Navy

destroyer. Turner Joy, (above) promptedJob nso)i to order retaliatory air

strikes against tbe Nortb Vietnamese.

to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States

and to prevent further aggression." Members of Congress were

ahnost unanimous in their support for the president.

While the U.S. goal of containing the spread of communism
in Vietnam remained the same, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

signaled a significant change. To keep South Vietnam from top-

pling, the United States would try and do what the French gov-

ernment had not done and what the South Vietnamese govern-

ment under Diem had not done. The United States would

defend South Vietnam against communism. The escalation of

U.S. military efforts in South Vietnam was about to begin.

Lt. Keith Bane, gumieiy officer on

//je Maddox, kneels near a

machine-gun hole made during

the North Vietnamese attack on tbe

destroyer in 1964.
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CHAPTER TWO

The United States

Escalates the War

President Johnson used the authority' given to him by the

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution to expand, or escalate, U.S.

involvement in Vietnam. For the United States, that meant

sending combat soldiers to fight with the South Vietnamese

against the Communist forces of the Vietcong and North Viet-

namese army.

Johnson hoped that by sending U.S. forces to help, he could

keep North Vietnam from quickly defeating South Vietnam. The

South Vietnamese government and army were weak from years

of fighting. Johnson believed sending U.S. troops would give the

South Vietnamese time to strengthen their government and

armed forces. Then the South Vietnamese could resume the

fighting on their own. By preventing defeat, Johnson believed he

was accomplishing his goal of containing communism.
When escalating U.S. involvement. President Johnson and his

advisers made certain decisions that would shape America's

entire war effort. First the president believed that the United

States should fight a limited war, or a war that was kept primarily

within the borders of South Vietnam. Although he considered

invading North Vietnam, Johnson decided against it. Invading

North Vietnam might have caused its allies, China and the Soviet

Union, to join the war. John.son feared that war with China and

the Soviet Union could destroy the world. Both of these coun-

tries were already aiding North Vietnam with arms and supplies.

John.sc^n believed a limited war would not further antagonize

either country.

Bethlehem Lutheran School

22nd and V/atisv/oi Jri

Denver, Colorado 802 1
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PresidentJohnson decided to send U.S. combat soldiers tojoin South

Vietnamese soldiers against the Communistforces ofthe Vietcong

and North Vietnamese army.

The decision to fight a hmited war might have been a good

political decision, hut it would prove to be a poor military one.

By not invading North Vietnam, the Communists could never

really be defeated, which meant they could keep up the fight in

South Vietnam.

Limiting the war to South Vietnam created another disadvan-

tage for the United States. China and the Soviet Union shipped

supplies to the North Vietnamese Communists along the Ho Chi

Minh Trail. This trail went through the countries of Laos and

Cambodia. The decision to keep the war limited to South Viet-

nam meant that the United States could not seal off the Ho Chi

Minh Trail and stop the flow of arms and supplies to the Com-
munists fighting in South Vietnam. If the trail could have been

closed, the Communists would have had far fewer supplies. That

might have made the war end sooner. As it was. Communist

forces in South Vietnam remained well supplied.

The United States' plan was to fight a war of attrition. This

meant that U.S. soldiers would help destroy Communist soldiers,

supplies, and war-related factories. Ideally, Communist forces

would be so busy rebuilding thai they would be unable to fight.

That would give South Vietnam the time it needed to strengthen

its government and improve its armed forces.
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The Ho Chi Minh Trail

North Vietnam shipped weapons, sup-

plies, and soldiers to tlie re\'olutionaiy

Vietcong soldiers fighting in Soutii Viet-

nam. For many years, much of these materials

were shipped south along a route known as the

Ho Chi Minh Trail. The route was named in

honor of North Vietnam's revolutionaiy hero.

The Ho Chi Minh Trail extended from North

X'ietnam through the neighboring country of

Laos, then wound its way south through the

countiT of Cambodia before entering South

Vietnam from the west. The route was round-

about for a very good reason. By locating this

supply route outside of North and South Viet-

nam in more neutral territory, the Communists

had a better chance of getting their supplies far

to the south where they were needed.

Feascnits and others walked various routes, inciudiug the Ho Chi Mi)ih Trail, carrying

supplies on their backsfor Vietcong soldiersfighting in the south.

The United States knew about the Ho Chi

Minh Trail. Closing down the trail, howevei.

meant risking expansion of the Vietnam Wai

into Laos and Cambodia. In the early years ol

the war, the United States was reluctant to do

this, and the supplies poured into South Viet

nam. Eventually, the United States dropped

bombs on the Ho Chi Minh Trail to prevent

supplies from reaching South Vietnam. But the

bombs never closed the trail completely. The

Communists were able to repair whatever dam-

age the bombs did and keep the route open.

The Ho Chi Minh Trail played a large role in I
the Communists' eventual victorv in Vietnam. ^
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President Johnson and Vietnam

yndon Baines Johnson became the thirty-

sixth president of the United States on

November 12, 1963, the day President

Kennedy was assassinated. The new president

immediately faced the decision of wiiat to do in

Vietnam. During his reelection campaign in

1964, Johnson warned against increasing Ameri-

can involvement in Vietnam. His stand as a

peace candidate helped him win reelection. In

1965, President Johnson reversed this position,

ordered bombing in North Vietnam, and sent

American troops into battle.

The President also dreamed of building a

Great Society in America. He declared "uncon-

ditional war" on poverty. "With his leadership,

Congress passed laws that helped pay health

care costs for senior citizens, made it easier for

black people to vote, helped the unemployed,

expanded the food stamp prc:)gram for the

needy, and made it easier for young people to

get jobs. Never had the countiy seen so much
legislation that favored the common citizen.

But President Johnson's Great Society was
shattered by the Vietnam War The president

was inexperienced in international affairs. His

decision to escalate the war would prove to be

a costly mistake for the country and for himself

Although he insisted that the country could

afford both the war and the Great Society pro-

grams he wanted, his critics claimed that Ameri-

ca could not pay for both "guns" and "butter"

They were right. His failure to bring a success-

ful resolution to the Vietnam War caused much
turmoil in the country and forced cutbacks in

the social programs he helped create. His pop-

ularity fell, and in 1968, he announced he

PresidentJoLviso)! 's dream of building a Great

Society in the United States was shattered by his

decision to escalate American involvemeiit in

the Vietnam War.

would not run for reelection. He is remembered
more as a war president than the creator of the

Great Society. President Johnson died on Jan-

uary 22, 1973, five days before the peace treaty

was signed that ended America's involvement

in Vietnam.
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battlefield.

The United States had a large militaiy and vast natural

resources with which to escalate its involvement in the war. U.S.

armies were what Gen. John W. Vessey called "top notch." In

addition, the United States had developed an extensive arsenal of

high-technology weapons. Its most potent weapon was its air

power. With various planes and bombers, the United States could

bomb targets anywhere. It could launch air strikes against

military bases, supply depots, and factories far away from

the fighting. During battle, planes could support American sol-

diers fighting on the ground by bombing enemy troops.

Another important piece of American technology was the

helicopter. By the 1960s, the United States had helicopters that

were capable of carrying large numbers of troops and heavy

equipment. By using helicopters, the Americans could create

instant supply lines between bases and the battlefield.

The U.S. armies were skilled practitioners of traditional war-

fare— direct combat between two warring factions. In direct

combat, the side with the best soldiers, the best training, the best

equipment, and the best generals conquers the land and wins

the war. Traditional warfare was the only kind of war the United

States knew how to fight.
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But in Vietnam, the United States quickly discovered that it

was seldom able to fight a traditional war. First, the decision to

fight a limited war prevented the U.S. army from conquering

North Vietnam, which would have been the probable result of a

traditional war. But even more important, the Communists'

method of warfare prevented the United States from fighting the

war in the style with which it was most familiar.

What U.S. Troops

Encountered in Vietnam

when the first American combat soldiers landed in Vietnam in

March 1965, it seemed like the biblical giant Goliath had crossed

the Pacific Ocean to battle David. Compared to the United States,

North Vietnam was indeed like David, small and powerless. But,

like David, the North Vietnamese would prove to be very

resourceful. They would prove to be unlike any enemy the Unit-

ed States had ever faced.

The Communists avoided the direct combat that the Ameri-

cans favored. Instead, they launched surprise attacks, or ambush-

es, upon the American and South Vietnamese armies and then

quickly slipped away to hide in the jungle or in the miles of tun-

nels that honeycombed the hills. The Communists moved quickly

Soldiers of the U.S. Ninth hifantiy Division wade through muddy,

waist-deep water ivhile on patrol in South Vietnam in 1968.
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A U.S. soldier carefully picks his way through a muddy stream liued

with sharp-tippedputigi stakes (left). A medic treats a soldier

wounded by an exploding white phosphorus booby trap (right).

through the familiar jungle terrain, shooting at their enemy many-

times from different places. With shots coming from so many
locations, the Americans often believed the Communists' num-

bers were much higher than they actually were. Such tactics con-

fused and harassed the Americans. They kept U.S. soldiers on

the lookout for attack rather than allowing them to pursue their

own tactics.

The North Vietnamese, even after they had slipped away to

hide, used inventive weapons to harass and confuse the Ameri-

cans. They created booby traps by rigging concealed grenades cm-

land mines to trip wires. When a soldier's foot tripped the wire,

it set off the explosive, killing or seriously injuring him. Tiie

Communists dug pits and filled them with land mines, covering

the pits with leaves so that they Icjoked like solid ground. When
a soldier stepped or fell into the pit, the land mine exploded.

Other pits were lined with sharpened sticks of bamboo called

pungi .stakes that cut human flesh like knives. Thorny branches

were bent back and attached to trip wires. When triggered, the

branches would sweep into the faces of soldiers. Such weapons

made the Americans even less effective in the unfamiliar jungle,

giving the Communi.sts a distinct advantage.
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A Vietnamese child, whose body

is covered with burnsJroni a

napalm bomb, was one of

many innocent victims of

the war.

The guerrilla warfare tactics would prove to be far more suit-

able to the mountainous terrain and dense jungles than the tech-

nological weapons the United States used. To offset them, the

Americans used chemical herbicides to make trees and bushes

drop their leaves and make the enemy more visible. The most

well-known chemical was Agent Orange. Napalm, a sticky sub-

stance that burned like gasoline, was also used. It was dropped

on the landscape and then ignited, turning the countryside into

an inferno that destroyed everything in its path.

Napalm and Agent Orange were destRictive not only to the

enemy, but also to civilians, friendly troops, and the countryside

itself. These weapons would become very controversial during

the war as their destmctiveness became known to the world.

In addition to the military advantage given them by their

guerrilla warfare tactics, the North Vietnamese also had
the advantage of a more defined goal than the United States.

The North Vietnamese had already been fighting for over twenty

years to defeat the South Vietnamese government and reunify

North and South Vietnam. Even many South Vietnamese

supported and worked toward this goal. Since North Vietnam's

Aerialphotographs show a lush South Vietnamese mangroveforest
before (upper left) and after (lower left) it was destroyed by herbi-

cides in 1965. A close-up view (right) shows the scarred, leafless

trees that resultedfrom heavy bombing.
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Tunnel Warfare

T
lie Communist troops built tunnels to

hide in and to store their supplies. These

timnels were many layers deep and

stretched tor miles belov\' the Vietnamese coun-

tryside. In order to t'igiit the North Vietnamese,

U.S. soldiers often had to attempt to searcii and

destroy these tunnels in tunnel warfare.

Tunnel warfare became one of the most

unpopular tasks American soldiers faced. When
a tunnel was found, smoke grenades were

thrown in to reveal other entrances to the tun-

nel. Frequently tear gas grenades were thrown

into the tunnel to harass enemy soldiers and

drive them outside or down into the lower lev-

els. When all was quiet, a soldier known as a

tunnel rat donned a gas mask and a bulletproof

garment called a flak jacket. He entered the

tunnel and slowly worked his way through it

.searching for the enemy and their supplies.

When the job was finished, the soldiers wotild

blow up or bulldoze the tunnel entrances so

the enemy could not use the tunnels again

Tunnel warfare was dangerous and hard on the

nerves. The enemy could leap out of the dark-

ness at any moment. U.S. soldiers sometimes

skipped searching the tunnel and simply blew

up or bulldozed the entrances, trapping the

enemy soldiers inside.

Since the tunnel .systems were so long, it

was impossible to be sure eveiy entrance was

destroyed. Often the enemy returned and with

a little work, reopened the tunnel for use.

A>7 America)! soldier inspects a Vietcong tunnel. Many ofthese tunnels

were wellfortified and well stocked.
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goal was a clear military one, victory was easier to measure

—

North Vietnam knew they had won when they defeated South

Vietnam. America's goal, however, was to keep South Vietnam

from falling, not to invade or defeat North Vietnam. Thus victory

was harder to determine.

Finally, the North Vietnamese had devised a plan to wear

down the United States' resolve. The North Vietnamese were

prepared to fight a very long war. They hoped to wear down the

United States so that Americans back home would tire of the war

and pressure the U.S. government to withdraw. A decade earlier,

the Communists had used that strategy to defeat the French.

A Pattern to the War
The differences in the goals and methods of the United States and

North Vietnam caused iiattles between them to follow a very pre-

dictable pattern. The Communists made many small attacks,

inflicting whatever casualties they could iiefore slipping away. In

a single week in July 1965, for example. Time magazine reported

that the Commimists had attacked South Vietnamese or American

forces in nine different locations throughout South Vietnam.

Helicopters enabled the U.S. niilitaiy to drop soldiers i>ito the heart

of battle. Here, soldiers dodge enemyfire as they leave a helicopter.
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A U.S. soldier uses a radio

to relay iuforniatioiifrom the

field hack to his company.

But, when a more traditional battle occurred, it was the

better-equipped Americans who always won. In a battle in the

la Drang River Valley in November 1965, for example, fewer than

five hundred Americans defeated more than three thousand

North Vietnamese. The Americans used helicopters to create

instant supply lines and moved troops and artilleiy into better

positions as the battlefield shifted. They used bombers to destroy

or weaken enemy positions. These high-technology weapons

more than compensated for the fact that the Americans were

far outnumbered.

Mines and bombs killed and injured many civilians. At left, a young
u'oman mour)is a death caused by an exploding mine. At right, a

youth ivuunded in a bomb blast awaits treatment ui a Saigon

hospital.
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The Communists recruited

many villagers, but also suf-

fered defections. This defector,

recaptured by the Vietcong,

was deliberately starved in

a prison camp.

Unfortunately, the battles and guerrilla attacks always seemed

to result in a stalemate. U.S. forces would drive the North Viet-

namese out of one area, only to have them return to other areas.

U.S. soldiers were never able to see a clear progression in the

battles with the North Vietnamese.

Although they had suffered veiy high casualties, the Commu-
nists were able to replace their losses with new troops recruited

from both North and South Vietnam. The Communists returned

to the villages and countryside after the American and South

Vietnamese forces secured them and left. Plus, the Communists

had the support of many of tlie South Vietnamese peasants, who
allowed them to hide in their homes when necessary. All of

these elements offset the battle victories that the United States

had scored.

This lack of progression led Gen. William Westmoreland, the

military commander in charge of U.S. troops in Vietnam, to rec-

ommend sending more U.S. soldiers to Vietnam. Almost every

month. General Westmoreland requested more troops from

Washington. If the United States did not commit more men
to Vietnam, the general argued, the war would be lost, and

South Vietnam would fall to the Communists. By the end of

1965, there were over 170,000 U.S. troops in South Vietnam.

America's political and military leaders hoped that more troops,

more bombs, and more fighting would lead to victory.

By the end of 1965 there were over 1 70,000 U.S. troops in South

Vietnam.
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A Grunt's Life

(K)t soldiers in Vietnam were nicknamed

h grunts, tor it was they wiio did the every-

day, or gamt, work. In Decemiier of 1966,

eighteen-year-old marine private Jim Mason
arrived in X'ietnani. "I felt I was fulfilling an

obligation to my country," he recalled years

later, "and I had an opportunity to see what

war was like. I remember telling my Englisii

teacher back in the spring that I wanted to see

what war was like."

I'rivate first class Mason soon found out.

Two weeks after his arrival, his unit was .sent

out into the field, or "in country" as the soldiers

called it. He was sent to a base camp near the

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the neutral area

along the border betw^een North and South

\ietnam. That ver\' night, he went out on his

first patrol:

It was the middle of January, rainy and

cold. We set up in the rain. I remember the

rain drops made such a loud noise on my
poncho, like daimbeats. I was excited and

scared at the same time. Just being out

there at night was scary. We were sitting in

some pineapple bushes, and I saw move-

ment. I nudged the guy next to me and

whispered that I had seen something move.

He whispered back, "Don't shoot. They

leave us alone at night and we leave them

alone." That was my first encounter with

the enemy.

There would be many such encounters

with the enemy—and some with actual fight-

ing—as Mason's life in country settled into a

new routine. He went out on patrol for about

four hours almost every night. There were

other patrols during the day. When not on

patrol, his unit went about other duties. They

went to the river to get drinking water and to

wash the clothes they were wearing. The sup-

ply truck came, bringing mail, food, clothing,

ammunition, and replacement .soldiers. While in

countrv. Ma.son ate cold C-rations out of cans

—

spaghetti and meatballs or beans and franks,

sometimes fruit. And there were crackers ami

cheese, always crackers and cheese. When there-

was no work to do, he often played cards with

other soldiers to help pass the time and relieve-

the boredom. During a twenty-four-hour period,

if he was lucky, Mason could get about eight

hours of sleep—three or four hours at night and

catnaps during the day. Often, Mason thought

about how different being in country was from

anything he had ever known. "I was away from

home, away from the service routine that I

knew, and the war was completely new to me."

Mason felt "a routine .sense of danger" thai

made his shoulders tighten with tension. He was

always on the alert—watching for movements in

the night, listening for the snap of a twig or

some other warning of his next encounter with

an enemy he would rarely see. Frustration, ten-

sion, and the boredom of waiting to do his job

were his constant companions.

Foot soldiers nearly alwaysfelt a sense of
danger in thefield.
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With guns cocked. U.S.

Marines question a suspected

Vietcong sympathizer, one of

many captured during a

sweep near Da Nang.

General Westmoreland (left) visits U.S. Army headquarters northeast

ofSaigon.

American troops began to take over more of the fighting

from the South Vietnamese. At the end of 1966, 320,000 Ameri-

cans were serving in combat and support roles in Vietnam. More

than 6,400 Americans had been killed. By September of 1967,

U.S. troops serving in Vietnam had increased to 464,000. In Octo-

ber, American casualties passed the 13,000 mark.

A Military Stalemate

Late in 1967, General Westmoreland met privately with President

Johnson and delivered disturbing news. He told him that despite

the fact that enemy casualties were far higher than American

casualties and that the United States had won every major battle,

the war had reached a stalemate. Westmoreland concluded that

even if thousands of additional troops were sent to Vietnam, the

war could drag on another three years.

"At the end of 1967," historian Gabriel Kolko wrote, "it was

becoming increasingly obvious tliat the [North Vietnamese sol-

diers'] ability to adapt to each U.S. escalation had created a mili-

tary stalemate.

In a sense, this stalemate had existed from the very point that

the United States had escalated its involvement in the war in

1965. The United States knew only one way to fight a war—witii
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liigh-technology weapons and large armies. Whenever the Unit-

ed States determined that something more liad to be done to

prevent South Vietnam from losing, it simply did more of what it

was already doing, using more soldiers, bombs, and fighting,

hoping to turn the war around.

K\en when it became ob\ious that this strategy was not

working, the Americans coLild not afford to discontinue their war

efforts and take time to rethink their tactics. To stop figliting

would surely allow the Communists to win. If the Communists

were ever to be defeated, Johnson and his advisers had little

choice bLit to keep the stalemate going while they decided what

else to do.

U.S. militar>- forces were becoming demoralized and con-

fused. They had lieen taught to fight and to win. But victory

seemed a long way off. Their military leaders did not seem to

want them to win. American .soldiers were no longer sure why
they were in Vietnam or what they were fighting for.

On Christmas Day 1967, U.S. Marine Jim Mason's tour of duty

ended, and he left Vietnam for the United States. "I felt no sense

of accomplishment other than my friends and I had helped each

other to survive. We didn't act to help our country, but to save

our buddies." His fRKStrations were shared by many American

soldiers ser\'ing in Vietnam.

The Tet Offensive

what was a bad military' situation for the United States was a

good one for the Communists. Vo Nguyen Giap, the commander

of the Communist forces, sensed that the time was right for a

major military attack. Giap began preparing for the attack in the

early days of 1968 by moving troops and supplies into positions

throughout South Vietnam.

On January 21, the Communists attacked the American base

and airplane amway of Khe Sanh near the DMZ, the neutral area

along the border between North and South Vietnam. Khe Sanh

was an important base to the Americans. From there, U.S. forces

could monitor enemy activity along the DMZ and the Ho Chi

Minh Trail in Laos.

The Communists were soon beaten back by American forces.

The Communists then followed the attack with a barrage of

artillery fire that damaged the amway, destroyed the main

ammunition stores, and damaged some aircraft. They built a net-

work of positions around the base and renewed their attack

upon Khe Sanh and American positions in surrounding areas.

As weather conditions allowed, the Americans retaliated with

air strikes that hammered Communist positions. The Americans

also began to aidift replacement munitions and supplies into the

ba.se. U.S. air and artillery power prevented the ba.se from falling

1)1 early 1968. Gen. Vo Nguyen

Giap. commander ofthe Com-

munistforces, sensed that the

time was rightfor a major mil-

itaiy attack.
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Hearts and Minds

hile warfare raged in the jungles and

i * m fields of South Vietnam, another
" " kind of battle raged throughout the

country—the battle to win the support of the

South Vietnamese peasants. It became known
as the battle for "hearts and minds."

The Americans knew that the Communists

depended on peasant cooperation. Peasants

gave the Communists infomiation about the

enemy, shared food and other supplies, and

|:)rovided them a place to hide when the enemy
was near To the peasants, the Communists rep-

resented an alternative to the unpopular South

Vietnamese government. Between 1954 and his

death in 1963, the South Vietnamese leader Ngo
Dinh Diem had turned the peasants against his

government through oppressive aile and unfair

land reform programs. The government of his

eventual successor, Nguyen Van Thieu, was just

as unpopular.

South Vietiuunese troops urge villagers, who
often sheltered the Vietcong, toflee the scene

offighting that left several Vietcong dead.

Although many South Vietnamesepeasants

supported the Communists over the Americans,

others— including thisfarmer—fled their homes

to escape the Vietcong.

The Americans themselves were often auto-

matically disliked by many peasants because

they supported the South Vietnamese govern-

ment. American-dropped bombs also destroyed

villages and famis, making it hard for the peas-

ants to grow enough food to suivive.

Because the Americans were unsuccessful

in building support among the peasants, they

were also unsuccessful in eliminating support

for the Communists. The United States created

a special program called Operation Phoenix

to seek out the people who supported the

enemy in the rural areas and eliminate that

support. Too often, eliminating Communist

supporters simply meant killing them. An esti-

mated twenty thousand suspected enemy sup-

porters were killed during Operation Phoenix.

But the program alienated far mc^ire peasants

than it eliminated potential enemies.

42 The Vietnam War



m

The ConiniLinists had programs of their

own that eliminated anyone suspected of aiding

the Americans and the South Vietnamese gov-

ernment. They often terrorized the peasants

into supporting them with threats and brutal

beatings. Thousands of peasants were killed by

the Communists as well. The pea.sants were

caught in the middle between both sides. As

the war progressed, they suffered terribly.

Vietnamesepeasants were often caught in the

middle of hostilities. At left, a three-year-old

child wounded in a Vietcong attack. Below,

a Viet)UJi)iesefamily isforced to relocate.
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A platoon ofsoldiers stniggles through high elephant grass to reach

the American base at Khe Sanh, which came under attack in 1968.

into Communist hands. Tiie Communists launched attacks on

February 17, 18, and 29 that were driven back with U.S. bombs,

rockets, and artillery.

But the siege of Klie Sanh was not Giap's main offensive tar-

get, as Americans had first thought. In fact it may only have been

a diversion. Ten days after the first attack on Khe Sanh, the Com-
munists launched surprise attacks on major cities in South Viet-

nam and most American bases and airfields.

The attacks began at dawn on January 30, 1968, the first day

of Tet, the traditional Vietnamese new year In previous years of

the war, Tet had been a time of truce. Because American atten-

tion was focused on the developing battle at Khe Sanh, Giap and

the Communists managed to take South Vietnam by surprise.

Fierce Fighting

IVIost of the attacks were beaten back within hours, but others

were repelled only after days or weeks of fierce fighting. In the

capital city of Saigon, for example, nineteen Vietcong comman-
dos attacked the American Embassy. Two American guards

were killed at the beginning of the attack. Other guards held
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U.S. Marines take cover behind a tank during the 1968 Tet 0(fe}isive.

The smprise Communist attacks led to bitterfighting, majiy

wounded, and many dead.

off the commandos until more soldiers and supplies could be

helicoptered in. By midmorning, all the commandos had been

killed, and the embassy was secured again. Five Americans had

been killed. At home, Americans were shocked and outraged by

the attack on what they felt was American soil.

Elsewhere in Saigon, the Communists attacked the South

Vietnamese presidential palace, a local radio station, and the

headquarters of the South Vietnamese army. Seven hundred

Communists attacked U.S. commander Westmoreland's com-

pound at the American air base at nearby Tan Son Nhut. The

fighting became so intense that Westmoreland ordered his

personal staff to find weapons and join in defending the com-

pound. Before the battle was over and the Communists retreated,

twenty-three Americans were killed and eighty-five were wound-

ed. Fifteen aircraft had been damaged.

South Vietnamese president Nguyen Van Thieu, Diems suc-

cessor, declared martial, or military, law in Saigon on the first day

of the attack. It took a week to secure the city again. During

heavy fighting in the .streets, sections of Saigon were reduced to
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Two America)! soldiers lie dead as three others ivatchforfurther

movementfrom Vietcong commandos who attacked the U.S.

Embassy in Saigon.

rubble. The fighting subsided by Febaiary 5 as the North Viet-

namese army and Vietcong were driven out of the city.

Far to the north of Saigon, the city of Hue was also attacked

and overrun on the morning of January 31- One of the Commu-
nists' main targets was the Citadel, an ancient palace whose
grounds covered about two square miles. The Communists raised

a Vietcong flag there on the first morning. Elsewhere in the city,

Communists freed thousands of people who had been impris-

oned by the South Vietnamese government. They also rounded

up thousands of Catholics and South Vietnamese government

officials. Many were shot because they were considered enemies

of the state. Most of the rest simply vanished.

American marines and the South Vietnamese army drove into

Hue, advancing block by block in bitter fighting. The Citadel was

recaptured Februaiy 23, and the enemy forces retreated.

Collectively, these battles became known as the Tet Offen-

sive. The offensive subsided by April 1968. Once again, the Unit-

ed States had won the battles, but the real victory went to the

Communists.

The Tet Offensive made the United States realize that it had

vastly underestimated its enemy. U.S. government and military
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leaders were lakcn almost by complete surprise at the size and
force of the Tet Offensive. The offensive convinced an increasing

number of America's political and military leaders that U.S.

in\()l\ement would cost thou.sands of American lives and would
produce nothing more than a stalemate.

An End to Escalation

In late I'eliruar)' of 1968, a gloomy report from America's military

headc]uarters in 'Vietnam demanded over 100,000 additional men.

President Johnson asked his new secretary of defense, Clark Clif-

ford, to review the American position in Vietnam before he made
any decision on the request. Secretary of Defense Clifford con-

cluded that 100,000 additional troops would not make enough

difference to win in "Vietnam. The president consulted his clo.sest

advisers, a group nicknamed "The Wise Old Men." He found that

they, too, had turned against the war.

In the end Johnson refu,sed to send the additional men. His

refusal signaled the end of America's escalation of the Vietnam

"War.

South Vietnamese Chairwct)! Nguyen Va)i men (left), U.S. President

Lyndon Johnson (center), cDid Sonth Vietnamese Prime Minister

Nguyen Can Ky salute dining theplaying ofnatioiuil aiithems at a

1967 meeting.

A young woman mourns her

missing husband (top) during

afuneral sewice heldfor

hundreds ofpeople massacred

by the Vietcong during the Tet

Offensive. U.S. Secretary of

Defense Clark Clijford (above)

concluded in 1968 that addi-

tional troops would not lead

to an American victory in

Vietnam.

Bethlehem Lufheran School

22nd and V/acIswcslh

Denver, Colorado 00215
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After a battle, wea)y American niari)ies rest in a ditch behind a wall

of the Citadel, one of the main targets of the Communists during the

Tet Offensive.

What the United States would do next was influenced only

partly by the failures on the battlefield. At home, the war had

divided and changed America. From 1965 to 1968, politicians,

mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers had escalated a war of

their own on America's college campuses, streets, and in govern-

ment buildings. It was a war against the Vietnam War.

President Johnson's next steps would have to end two wars.

He would have to find a new way to bring peace to 'Vietnam. In

doing so, he also would have to find a way that would bring

peace to America as well.

Under heavy guard, a young
Vietcongfighter awaits interro-

gation after being captured

duri)ig the Tet Offensive.
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CHAPTER THREE

The United States Protests

the Vietnam War

; n 1963, singer Bob Dylan sang, "The times, they are a-

changin'." These words more than any others best describe

^hat liappened in America during tiie 1960s. Social move-

ments that had begun in the 1950s collided with historical events

of the 1960s and brought stunning changes to America.

The election of forty-five-year-old John F. Kennedy to the

presidency in I960 marked the emergence of a new, vibrant

leader for the new decade. In striking contrast to the grandfather-

ly Eisenhower of the 1950s, Kennedy symbolized change rather

than status quo. "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask

what you can do for your country," Kennedy challenged America

in his inaugural address in January 1961. His challenge especially

inspired young people to get involved in their country.

Less than three years later, however, Kennedy was felled by

an assassin's bullet in Dallas, Texas. His untimely death cast a

dark shadow over the rest of the decade and completed the

1960s' formula for change in America: Question everything,

demand change, and, if necessary, resort to violence to make it

happen.

In the sixties, most young men and women questioned the

Establishment—the values, traditions, and views of their parents.

Many rejected it and became hippies, dropping out of society to

live together in communes. "Make love, not war," they demand-

ed, and "Never trust anyone over thirty." For the first time in

society, drug use became widespread and young people experi-

mented with new freedoms.
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The sexual revolution began in the sixties. The old sexual

mores of marriage and family that had shaped American life for

decades were challenged by a flood of books, movies, records,

and plays that broke artistic and social Riles. Premarital sex,

interracial relationships, and pursuing one's "own thing" were

glamorousiy portrayed in the media. American life imitated art.

A new, more liberated culture emerged that rejected marriage,

family, and traditional sexual relationships.

The civil rights movement that began in the fifties came of

age during the sixties. Blacks and other minority groups demand-

ed the same rights enjoyed by whites. Their demands led to vio-

lent confrontations between white people and black people.

Race riots broke out in many American cities. Black leaders

Malcolm X and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. were both assassi-

nated during the sixties.

As the decade progressed, many Americans began to ques-

tion the integrity and honesty of their government and its lead-

ers. Such thinking would have been considered treason a

decade earlier.

Eveiy night, Americans sat down in their living rooms and

saw the radical changes that were occurring across the country

on their television sets. Television had been born in the forties

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

(left) and Malcolm X (right)

were phutograpbecl together at

this 1964 meeting. Within a

few years, both would he dead

from assassins ' bullets.
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Out of the Bedroom

I

li eave it to Beaver" was one of tlie most

popular television shows of the late

1950s. The sho^' reflected and influ-

enced American middle-class life, especially in

the way it dealt with sexual mores of the times.

The studio set where the show was filmed did

not e\en include a bedroom for Beaver's par-

ents. Ward and June. In America in the 1950s,

sex was a taboo subject, in keeping with mores

that had niled society since the founding of the

country-.

The sixties exploded America's puritan

attitudes about sex and brought it out of the

bedroom. Permarital sex and cohabitation before

marriage became part of American culture.

Subjects like homosexuality were discussed

openly in public for the flrst time. But along

with new freedoms came new problems.

Teenage pregnancies and sexually transmitli'tl

diseases began to increase dramatically in tin

sixties.

Nothing demonstrated that times had

changed in America more than the arrival of the

musical Hair on Broadway in 1968. Subtitled

An American Tribal Love-Rock Musical. Hair

celebrated all of the new freedoms the country

was experimenting with throughout the sixties.

It was antiestablishment, antiwar, prodaigs.

prolove, and pro.sex, To celebrate America's

new sexual freedom, the actors stripped oft

their clothes while singing the closing .song i A

the first act. They stood stark naked before the

theater audience, a sharp contrast to the earh

part of the decade when television would not

e\ en show a bedroom.

ne musical. Hair, shocked people across America with itsfilial scene.

In it. cast members stood before the audience naked.
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America Turns On

n tlie 1950s when people discussed dmg
abuse, they were mainly concerned about

alccjhol and cigarettes. Tlie use of harder

Llnigs was limited to the nation's ghettos, and

many of the illegal dnigs found on today's

streets did not even exist then.

But during the 1960s, America turned on to

elrugs. By the end of the decade, daig abuse

was no longer a minority problem tucked away

in the ghetto, but a nationwide epidemic that

threatened affluent white society.

America was in an experimental mood in the

1960s. To "expand their consciousnesses," peo-

ple experimented with daigs like marijuana and

LSD. The media, eager to document the growing

counterculture in America, may have also helped

popularize dmg use by focusing on it.

Among young people, drug use went hand

in hand with rock and roll and the sexual

revolution. Young people saw sex, daigs, and

rock and roll as entertaining and rebellious.

Drugs were glorified in rock-and-roll songs.

In the 1967 song ""White Rabbit," for example,

the band Jefferson Aiiplane advised young peo-

ple to "feed your head" with drugs.

The daig issue helped widen the genera-

tion gap between parents and children. Parents

condemned their children for taking daigs.

Their children, on the other hand, pointed to

their parents' use of alcohol and tobacco and

labeled them hypocrites.

What may have started out as a fad became

a national problem as more and more people

turned to daig use as a fc:)rm of escape from

problems ranging from poverty to feelings of

alienation and hopelessness.

Hippies relax 011 a boat, smoking a mixture

ofhashish and tobacco.

Vietnam soldiers also fed America's drug

problem. Drugs were inexpensive and easily

available in Asia, and many soldiers brought

them back home and continued to use them.

Others claim that soldiers learned about daigs

at home first and continued to use them once

in Vietnam. Whichever is true, troops in Viet-

nam often used daigs to escape the boredom
and terror of jungle warfare.
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and grew up in die fifties. But in tlie sixties, television matured

and became the major news source for the country. Television

cameras went anywhere and everywhere in America. Within

hours of a major e\ent, Americans saw pictures of it in their liv-

ing rooms. Whether it was a civil rights march, a trip into outer

space, the first I'.S. appearance of the Beatles, cjr the funeral of

an assassinated leader, television showed it all.

In the mid-sixties the Vietnam War became one more thing

for Americans to question. Although the war was not the direct

cause of all the unhappiness and unrest of the sixties, it touched

nearly e\ery other social movement in the country and seemed
to attract bad feelings the way a magnet collects tacks and paper

clips. Perhaps more than any other event of the sixties, the Viet-

nam War became a target for Americans to express their frustra-

tion and rage over many things that were going on at the time.

Vietnam Divides America

Vietnam divided America from the time it first became a major

issue in 1964. The division was so tangible that the media used

nicknames for those who were for or against the war. People

who supported U.S. involvement in \'ietnam were called hawks,

and those opposed to U.S. in\()lvement were called doves. Both

hawks and doves maintained that they were right about Vietnam.

Between 1964 and early 1968, the debate over what was right and

wrong about U.S. involvement in Vietnam would nearly tear the

country apart. It would force the majority' of Americans, whose
views on Vietnam v^ere fairly neutral at the beginning of the war,

to make a decision and take a .stand. Many Americans would turn

against the war, and early in 1968, the antiwar movement would

heavily influence President Johnsons Vietnam policies.

In 1965. however, most Americans supported the war.

Althcuigh they might not have fa\ored increasing U.S. involve-

ment, they tru.sted Johnson and his advisers to make the right

decisions about what should be done. Since Johnson favored

escalating U.S. involvement in Vietnam, this meant that, indirect-

ly, these Americans supported the war because they supported

the government.

However, when Johnson began to increase U.S. involvement

in Vietnam, his action drew immediate criticism from a small

portion of Americans, the doves. They protested Johnson's

actions on both moral and strategic grounds. Morally, they

belie\ed that the bombing of North Vietnam was wrong. Inno-

cent Vietnamese men, women, and children were dying because

of Johnson's action, protesters believed. In general, doves

believed that it was morally wrong to send U.S. troops to any

conflict that did not directlv threaten the United States.
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The Civil Rights Movement

he American Civil War (1861-65) may
liave freed blacks from slaveiy, but white

.•t! people kept blacks imprisoned in a world

of discrimination and bigotiy for nearly a centu-

ry after the war ended. Although the U.S. Con-

stitution's Bill of Rights formally guaranteed

civil rights to every American, blacks remained

second-class citizens well into the 1950s. In the

Deep South, for example, blacks had to sit

in the backs of buses. They were refused ser-

vice at many lunch counters and forced to

drink at water fountains marked "colored."

Blacks were also forced to attend separate,

jioorly equipped schools, and they were often

denied the right to vote.

Although civil rights groups like the Nation-

al Association for the Advancement of Colored

People (NAACP) had been formed early in the

century, the civil rights movement began in

earnest in the 1950s when more and more
lilack people and a growing number of white

jieople challenged the morality of denying

blacks basic civil rights.

A major step toward civil rights for blacks

was taken in 1954 when the U.S. Supreme
(xjurt outlawed segregation in schools. But the

South responded slowly to the order. At some
schools, federal troops were required to keep

order when black students enrolled in them.

In 1957, black minister Martin Luther King

led a successful boycott against bus lines of

Montgomery, Alabama, which allowed blacks to

sit only in the backs of buses. The boycott's

success catapulted King to the forefront of the

civil rights movement. King advocated nonvio-

lent methods to gain civil rights.

In response to all the protests, Congress

passed the Civil Rights Act in 1964. This act for-

bade discrimination in the use of most public

facilities. A year later, a new law helped guar-

antee blacks their right to vote.

But making laws was one thing and chang-

ing society's attitudes was another. In 1965,

riots broke out in the "Watts section of Los

Angeles, where blacks lived. The riots broke

out because the new laws had not been trans-

lated into real programs to stem high unem-

ployment and poor living conditions in the

ghetto. Blacks still had no sense of hope about

their futures.

In 1966, a split developed among black

leaders of the civil rights movement. "While Mar-

tin Luther King continued to advocate working

for civil rights using nonviolent methods, other

leaders like Stokely Carmichael became disen-

chanted with the slowness of nonviolent meth-

ods. Carmichael and others were furthei

enraged l")y continued violence against blacks.

On June 12, 1963, NAACP secretary Medgar

Evers was murdered in his home in Jackson.

Mississippi. On September 15 of the same year,

four young black girls were killed in a church

bombing in Birmingham, Alabama. Carmichael

advocated violence to achieve civil rights goals.

His point seemed to be underscored on April i,

1968, when Martin Luther King himself was

assassinated by a white man. King's death

touched off more riots throughout the coimtry.

Martin Luther Ki)ig Jr. ( center, front ) locks ar»is

with fellow marchers at a 1963 civil rights rally

ill Washington. D.C.
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Strategicalh-. protesters claimed involvement in Vietnam was
imnecessar). The war was a ci\il war between the South Viet-

namese government and the Communist-supported Vietcong,

protesters claimed, and the United States should not get

in\-ohed. Vietnam and its neighboring countries, poor Third

World nations, were not important to the United States, doves

argued. Even if Vietnam did fall to communism, doves believed,

it would not be harmful to the securit>' of the United States.

The earliest do\es of the war made their antiwar views

knov\n \\ ith small, peaceful protests. For example, in April 1965,

shortly after Johnson sent troops to Vietnam, twenty-five hun-

dred members of the clergy used what was then a traditional and

accepted form of protest. They took out a full-page achertise-

ment in the Xeic York Times to prote,st Johnson's action.

The ad\ertisement demanded that the president in the name
of God STOP IT."

About the same time, students at Columbia University in New
York City sent a message to North Vietnamese leader Ho Chi

Minh saying. "We are Americans who are deeply oppo.sed to

the U.S. bombing raids against the people of [North Vietnam].

We are doing all that we can to stop these barbarous attacks."

It was not the fashion in the spring of 1965 to speak out

again.st the goxernment. Early protesters were called peaceniks

and \'ietniks bv the media.

Frank Emspak. one oftwo men whofounded the National Coordinating

Committee to End the War in I ietnam. speaks to reporteis in 1965.

Hawks and Doves

'
•,; he media used two
.• very different kinds of

birds, the warlike

hawk and the peaceful dove,

to characterize people's

views on Vietnam. Hawks
took a prowar position on

America's role in Vietnam,

while doves were opposed

to getting further involved.

Together hawks and
doves played an important

role in the formation of Viet-

nam policies. In making
decisions about Vietnam.

President Johnson and later

President Richard M. Nixon

tried to please both hawks

and doves. Since hawks and

doves held opposite view-

points about the war, each

president's course of action

was somewhere in the mid-

dle in order to avoid anger-

Iing

either side too much. In

tiying to plea.se both sides,

neither president pursued a

policy strong enough to

bring about an early end to

the war

To please both hawks

and doves. President John-

son slowly escalated the

\'ietnam War. By escalating

I
the war, the president was

trying to show hawks that

.\merica was committed to

South Vietnam. By escalating

it a little bit at a time, he

was tr>'ing to keep doves

from getting too angr>'. In

the end the slow escalation

of the war failed to achieve

.\merica's goals.
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The Berrigan Brothers

atholic priests Daniel and Philip Berrigan

were among the most active and commit-

ted protesters of the Vietnam War. Their

radical actions and the punishment they

received for these actions illustrate how strong

antiwar feelings were in America.

The Berrigans opposed the war from its

beginning. Their early protests were peaceful,

but as the war continued, their protests became

more radical. On October 27, 1967, Philip and

three others entered the draft board office in

the Customs House in Baltimore, Maryland, and

poured duck's blood on draft records. Philip

was tried and convicted of defacing govern-

ment property and interfering with the func-

tioning of the selective service system. Philip

wrote of his actions to a friend:

To stop this war I would give my life

tommorrow. I believe in revolution, and

I hope to continue a non-violent contribu-

tion to it. In my view, we are not going to

save this country and mankind without

it... the massive suffering of this war and

American imperialism around the world will

tMily be confronted by the people who are

willing to go with suffering as the first

move to justice.

While waiting to be sentenced, Philip and

his brother Daniel planned a second protest.

On May 17, 1968, the Berrigan brothers and

seven others entered the draft board office in

Cantonsville, Maryland. As surprised clerks

stood by, they emptied hundreds of 1-A draft

records into wire wastebaskets. They carried

the baskets to the parking lot and set them afire

using homemade napalm.

The Cantonsville Nine, as they became
known, were tried for conspiracy and destmc-

tion of government property. On the witness

.stand, Daniel Berrigan explained his actions: "I

The Rev. Philip F. Berrigan (center) and his

brother Rev. Daniel Berrigan (right) are shown

throwing matches on the already burning draft

records in Baltimore.

burned some paper because I was trying to say

that the burning of children was inhuman and

imbearable...."

The Cantonsville Nine were convicted.

Daniel was sentenced to three years in prison,

Philip three and one-half years, which was to

be served at the same time as the six years he

received for his first draft board conviction.

On March 9, 1970, the day they were to

begin their prison sentences, the Berrigan

brothers went into hiding. Their freedom did

not last long. Philip was captured on April 21,

Daniel on August 11. The Berrigans served their

prison sentences, and after their release, contin-

ued to work for social change.
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.-1 protester is draped by police to a u'aiti)ii> patrol car after a 1966

antiwar demoiistrcitioii in Berkeley. California. Similar events occurred

around the nation.

Protests Escalate

As Johnson's escalation of U.S. involvement in the war contin-

ued, protests against the war escalated as well. Many more peo-

ple became involved, and the protests were not limited to small

gestures like advertisements and messages.

By fall of 1965, an organization called The National Coordi-

nating Committee to End the War in Vietnam had been created

by r^o Wisconsin protesters, Frank Emspak and Ray Robinson.

On October 15, this committee helped to organize simultaneous

anti\sar protests in forty cities around the United States. Ten

thousand protesters marched in New York City, while twelve

thousand marched in Berkeley, California. The emergence of a

national organization to prote.st the war indicated that the protest

movement was much stronger and more organized than it had

been the previous spring.
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But hawks were just as united in supporting America's war

effort. In the New York march, hawks dashed antiwar protesters

with red paint and pelted them with eggs. Hawks threw red

paint to symbolize communism. They believed protesters were

supporting communism by criticizing U.S. policy.

The growing split in America's feelings about the war in the

fall of 1965 was evident between students at the University of

Michigan in Ann Arbor. About 250 protesters from the university

held a sit-in demonstration at the Ann Arbor selective service

headquarters, where men enlisted or were drafted into the ser-

vice. (A sit-in was a nonviolent form of protest where demonstra-

tors sat down on the floor until their demands were met or they

were arrested and carried away.) Back on campus, however,

2,057 students and teachers sent President Johnson a thirty-two-

foot-long telegram supporting his efforts to "bring about a viable

peace in "Vietnam."

The Military Draft

The military draft was an immediate target of war protesters. The

draft was the system by which soldiers were selected for

required military service. The draft was administered by the

selective service system. Under its rules, men eighteen years of

age were required to register at their local selective service

office. They received a draft card that listed their classification, or

eligibility, for service. When the government needed additional

soldiers, it called up, or drafted, men who were classified as 1-A.

Classification 1-A meant that a male was eligible for induction.

The military draft was criticized by antiwar protesters for sev-

eral reasons. Draft protesters resented the fact that it directed

very young men to serve in Vietnam. The average age of the

World War II soldier had been twenty-six years. But with the

draft, the average age of the Vietnam War soldier was only nine-

teen years. Many Americans felt that nineteen was too young to

be exposed to the horrors of war.

Draft protesters also claimed that the draft discriminated

against poor blacks, Hispanics, and other minorities. Because

college students could apply to be released from the draft, and

because the majority of college students were white, protesters

believed minorities were unfairly drafted in greater numbers.

Protesters also opposed the draft because they opposed the war.

Selective service offices were located in cities and towns all

over the country. Protesters had a physical target upon which to

demonstrate their objections to the war. Some draft protesters

broke into selective service pffices and poured blood on the

draft records to symbolize the blood of Americans being spilled

in Vietnam. In other cases, draft registration records were burned
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Rock-and-Roll

"^ ock-and-roll was born in tlie 1950.s. It

was energetic, sexy, and loud, and it had

a beat. Man\- parents hated it and felt

threatened by it. Man\- of their children, there-

fore, loved it. Rock-and-roll became the new
generation's medium for self-expression and

communication.

During the sixties, rock and roll came of

age and developed a social conscience.

Through music, young people believed they

could change the world. Though the music

it.self was still the most important message,

rock-and-roll lyrics often attacked major social

issues of the day, including the Vietnam War.

Song lyrics reflected America's changing and

conflicting attitudes about the war.

In August 1969, the Woodstock Music and

Art Fair in Woodstock, New York, brought near-

ly a half million young people together for

three days of fun and music. Country Joe

McDonald took the stage dressed in a green

army jacket and a headband and led the crowd

in a rousing version of his antiwar song "I-Feel-

Like-I'm-FLxing-to-Die-Rag." The chorus accu-

rately summed up most young peoples attitude

about fighting in the war:

And it's one, two, three.

What are we fightin' for?

Don't ask me I don't give a damn.

My next stop is Vietnam,

And it's five, sLx, seven,

Open up the pearly gates,

Well, ain't no time to wonder why,

Whoopie we're all gonna die.

Thousands ofyoung people gathered in Wood-

stock, New York, in August 1969for three days of

fun and music. Much of the music refected con-

cerns ahout the Vietnam War.

The United States Protests the Vietnam War 59



in the hope that the U.S. government could ncot draft the men
whose records were destroyed.

Other protesters burned their draft cards to oppose the war.

The U.S. government made burning draft cards a federal crime in

August of 1965, but the new law did not stop the practice. In

mid-October, twenty-two-year-old David Miller announced at a

protest rally in New York City, "I believe the napalming of vil-

lages in Vietnam is an immoral act. I hope this will be a signifi-

cant political act, so here goes." He then set fire to his draft card.

Three days later he was arrested. Miller became the first person

convicted of burning his draft card. He was sentenced to three

years in jail.

But not everyone protested the draft. Many Americans held

to the time-honored belief that it was a man's duty to serve his

countiy in time of need. Parents were often at odds with their

Four young men bum their draft cards la protest American involvement

in Vietnam.
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children over the draft, hi particular, fathers who had sened in

World War II anel Korea often coiikl not Linderstand why their

sons objected to joining liie service and defending their country.

Facing the Draft

.-Ml yoLing men were rec]uired to sign u;") for the draft at the age

of eighteen. If they were drafted, they faced the po.ssibility of

sening in Vietnam. Most men followed tradition and joined the

military when drafted.

But other men felt that their moral beliefs prevented them

from serx'ing in the military. Michael Wanchena explains why he

personally felt he could not fight in the Vietnam War: "From my
earliest memories, I liad been taught to respect all life. 1 had

been taught that God lives in each one of us, that we were tem-

ples of His spirit. If I harmed my brothers, or sisters, or friends, I

was harming God."

Whatever their reasons were, there were numerous ways that

men could avoid the draft. Some acquired student deferments

and went to college to avoid being drafted.

Other men became draft dodgers and fled the country, often

hiding in Canada or Sweden. Once a draft dodger left the United

States, he was regarded as a criminal by the U.S. government

and faced imprisonment if he ever returned to the United States,

even to visit family.

A small number of men asked the selective service to classify

them as conscientious objectors. Conscientious objectors are

people whose beliefs, usually religious, prevent them from fight-

ing in their country's armed forces. Some conscientious objectors

agreed to serve in the military in noncombat functions. They

were usually resented by other soldiers and given the worst

kinds of duties as a punishment for their beliefs. Other conscien-

tious objectors refused military service of any kind and went to

prison rather than violate their beliefs.

No matter what a man decided about the draft, his decision

drew criticism from someone. Men who accepted induction into

the military' and served their country in Vietnam were often

blamed for the war when they returned home. They were some-

times spat upon by war protesters and liranded as murderers and

baby killers.

Draft protesters, draft dodgers, and conscientious objectors

were often labeled by those who supported the war as cowards

or traitors. Recalls conscientious objector Michael Wanchena, "I

suffered for my beliefs. I was rejected by men and women...and

by most of my family.... Some said, and many thought, that I

was a coward."
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ne media brought images of the

war home in vivid and disturb-

ing detail as can he seen in this

July 1965Ui'e magazinephoto-
graph a/frightened civilians

caught in a battle between

Vietcong and South Vietnamese

forces.

The War, the Media,
and the Credibility Gap
During the Vietnam War, President Johnson lost his credibility

with the American people by not being honest with them. First,

Johnson campaigned for reelection as a peace candidate. After

reelection he increased U.S. involvement in Vietnam. But he kept

details of the number of troops in Vietnam a secret because he

feared his actions would be unpopular with the American peo-

ple. His instincts were correct. When the public learned about

the escalation, many Americans who had voted for Johnson felt

betrayed by his dishonesty'. The fact that he had waited nearly a

month before he made his actions public angered many even

further and made them suspicious of him.

Johnson routinely kept what was really going on in Vietnam

a secret. Each month he sent more troops to Vietnam to keep the

South Vietnamese government from losing the war. Yet at the

same time, Johnson and his administration gave Americans the

impression that the war effort was going well.
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\\ liile the JohnsDii administration was painting a positive pic-

ture of the Vietnam War, the media were reporting a much differ-

ent \ersion. Newspaper and magazine articles chronicled the

deaths of Americans, the fmstrations of American soldiers, and

the death and devastation caused by American bombs and

napalm.

Television covered the war in a way that war had never been

covered before. Reporters filmed their stories and had them

flown home for broadcast. Live-action footage of events that

were only hours old were beamed right into the living rooms of

Americans. Never before had Americans been broLight so close

to the field of battle, and they were shocked and sickened by

wliat they saw. Seeing the bloodied, dead bodies of American

soldiers and horrifying scenes of bombed-out villages right in

their living rooms turned even more Americans against the war.

Many Americans, even ones who supported Johnson, had

trouble reconciling wliat they saw on television with Johnson's

version of the war. By the end of 1965, the media had coined the

777£' sight ofsoldiers clragtJing a iroiiiided comrade to safety and the

rising toll ofdead a>id wounded helped turn more and more Americans

against the war.
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Scenes, like this one. ofa young girl holding a baby, her home ruined,

shocked (J)id sickened A niericcnis.

term "credibility gap" to describe the difference between what

Johnson had been telling Americans about the war and what

reporters were reporting.

However, instead of narrowing the credibility gap, Johnson

managed only to widen it. By 1967, it was clear that the war was

at a stalemate. Though he knew better, Johnson continued to

reassure Americans that the war was going well in an effort to

keep support for his policies. In the fall of 1967, for example,

Johnson had General Westmoreland issue a statement that the

war was nearly over and that Americans would soon be coming

home.

Widening Protests

The widening of the credibility gap encouraged support for the

protest movement. In the fall of 1967, the protest movement was

front-page news, along with the war itself. In October more than

forty thousand protesters gathered in Washington, D.C., and

picketed the Pentagon, the headquarters of the U.S. military. The

event, along with coverage of similar protests in many other
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American cities, was the cc)\er ston- of Time magazine's October

27, 1967, issue. The march on the Pentagon, Time acknowl-
eelgcti. drew protesters from all walks of life:

Within the tide of dissenters .swarmed all the elements of

American di.s.sent in 1967: hard-eyed revolutionaries and sky-

larking hii^pies; ersatz motorcycle gangs and all-loo-real col-

lege professors: housewives, ministers and authors; Black

Nationali.sts in African garb... [and] non-violent pacifi.sts.

People's reasons for protesting the war had expanded
beyond just moral and strategic grounds. Protesters believed the

war was ruining the countiy. "I'oung American soldiers were
dying at alarming rates. Every week body bags carrying dead sol-

diers were shipped back to the United States.

People turned against Johnson's policies. They could see on
their television sets that America was not winning in 'Vietnam.

Yet Johnson spoke of winning. America's motives had become so

confusing that man\- Americans no longer understood why men
were being sent to X'ietnam to die.

Americans also turned against Johnson because the war was
hurting the U.S. economy. America had enjoyed prosperous

times since 1961. But the war was so expensi\'e that the countn,'

was having trouble paying for it. Government programs to help

the poor and the needy were cut back to pa\' for the war. Infla-

tion drove prices up for everyone.

The Turning Point

The war protests left Johnson feeling as though he were fighting

two wars, one in Vietnam and one in his own countr\'. The mood
of the country had changed over the past three years. In March of

1968, a public opinion poll showed that 49 percent, almost half.

of the American public viewed the war as "a mistake.

"

After seeing the poll, Johnson knew he had to end the war in

Vietnam quickly to satisf\- the American people. At the .same

time, he wanted to con\'ince North Vietnam that America was

still determined to achieve its goals in Vietnam.

On March 31, 1968, as the Tet Offensive was still subsiding.

President Johnson spoke to America in a nationally televised

address. He announced a dramatic new policy that he hoped

would please those who were opposed to the war and still give

him a chance to achieve his own goal.

The United States, Johnson told his television audience,

would negotiate rather than fight with North Vietnam to end the

war and achie\e peace in \'ietnam:

We ask that talks begin promptly, that they be serious talks

on the sub.stance of peace. We are prepared to move imme-

diately toward peace through negotiations.... I am taking
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the first step to deescalate the conflict. We are reducing

—

substantially reducing—the present level of hostilities. And
we are doing so unilaterally, and at once.

At the end of the broadcast, the president made an even

more startling announcement. "I shall not seek, and I will not

accept, the nomination of my party for another term as your

president." The past four years had been stressful for him and for

America. A half million soldiers were serving in Vietnam, with no

real end of the war in sight. The nation's economy was suffering.

In many American cities, blacks were rioting for their civil rights.

It was election year again. Johnson knew he had destroyed his

credibility with the country and other leading Democrats were

challenging him for the party's nomination for president. The
president had had enough.

Johnson had finally listened to the American voices rising up
in protest against the war, and he had recognized the failure of

his military strategy in Vietnam. He had set the nation on a new
course to achieve peace in l:)oth America and Vietnam. He was
willing to step aside and let a new president lead the United

States out of the terrible nightmare of the Vietnam War.
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CHAPTER FOUR

The United States

Leaves Vietnam

President Johnson's offer to negotiate with North Vietnam to

achieve peace was the first step toward the end of U.S.

invohement in Vietnam. But the road that led to the end of

the Vietnam War for the United States would prove to be very

long and arduous.

The Paris Peace Talks

The North Vietnamese accepted Johnson s negotiation offer on

April 3, 1968. A feeling of optimism spread through America.

After three long years of fighting, it looked like a break in what

had become known as Johnson's War had finally occurred. A
month later, North Vietnam and the United States agreed upon
Paris, France, as the city in which the negotiations would i^e

held.

Almost an entire year would pass, however, before negotia-

tions would begin. North Vietnam stalled the talks, in part to

gain time to rebuild its armies and continue the war. The North

Vietnamese also knew it was an election year in the United

States. The negotiators hoped they might get a better deal from a

ne%\ president.

The negotiations finally got under way on January 25, 1969.

Weeks, then months, went by, and vvith them, America's hopes

for an early peace agreement. In fact, for the next three and one-

half years, nothing would be resolved at the Paris Peace Talks, as

each side clung to its goals and refused to make any concessions.

Bethlehem Lutheran School

22nd and Wadsworth

Denver, Colorado 302 1
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Heiiiy Kissinger (center), special

adviser to President Richard

Nixon, speaks to reporters in

November 1972 during one of

many negotiating sessions with

North Vietnamese representatives

in Paris.

Nixon's Peace Strategies

Richard Nixon was sworn in as president of the United States on

January 20, 1969, just before the peace talks began. He had

defeated Hubert H. Humphrey in the closest presidential election

in American history. During the campaign, Nixon had told Amer-

icans he had a peace plan that he would unveil after he became

president.

Nixon wanted to achieve what he called an honorable peace

in Vietnam. He was determined not to abandon Vietnam, as

many Americans wanted him to do. To the president, it was also

important that other countries continue to believe that the United

States would keep its promises. Just withdrawing from Vietnam,

Nixon believed, would destroy U.S. credibility with other coun-

tries and damage its world standing.

Nixon's program to achieve peace in Vietnam took shape

slowly over a period of months. It had three main parts. First,

Nixon wanted to turn the fighting of the war back over to the

South Vietnamese people, a process he called Vietnamization.

This policy continued Johnson's promise that he would get the

United States out of Vietnam. Second, Nixon planned to expand

the war into other countries iri an effort to bring it to a quicker

end. Finally, Nixon attempted to improve relationships with

China and the Soviet Union to help bring peace.
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m
President Nixon and Vietnam

/Itliough it took him nearly Four

years, Fresidenl Nixon succeeded

in ending L'.S. involvement in

Vietnam eady in iy3. But in tiie eyes

of many, Nixon's abuse of his powers in

Vietnam and the Watergate scandal over-

shadow this accomplishment. Today Nixon

is remembered less for ending the war
than for being the only American president

forced to resign from office. Congress and

many Americans felt that Nixon abused

his presidential power in Vietnam. This

perception not only contributed to his

downfall but also led to legislation that

weakened the presidency.

Throughout his four-year effort to end

U.S. involvement in Vietnam, Nixon

sought to sidestep congressional authority.

For example, after Nixon announced
details of the Cambodian invasion in 1970,

Congress revoked the Gulf of Tonkin Res-

olution that had given President Johnson

authority to defend U.S. personnel in Viet-

nam.

But Nixon continued to use U.S.

troops and air power as he felt necessary

to bring the war to an end. At the \'ery

minimum, NLxon violated Congress's wish-

es if not any actual laws.

In 1973, it was discovered that Nixon

had lied to both Congress and the public

alwut Vietnam. Soon after taking office in

1969 and again eady in 1970, Nixon had

ordered secret bombings in Cambodia.

Pentagon records were falsified to cover

up the bombings.

Presideiil Nixon Juuilly ended U.S. involue-

menl in Vietnam in 1973-

This discovery further outraged Con-

gress. To reclaim some of its own power

and to limit the power of the president

to wage war. Congress passed the "War

Powers Act on November 7, 1973. The
act prohibited Nixon and all future presi-

dents from committing U.S. troops over-

seas for more than sixty days without

congressional authority.

Nixon had always been a decisive

president who was willing to make
unpopular decisions and stand by them.

By sidestepping Congre.ss, Nixon was try-

ing to strengthen his own power. Ironical-

ly, his efforts left succeeding presidents

with even less power.
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Vietnamization

Nixon began to Vietnamize the war soon after taking office. The

United States attempted to improve the South Vietnamese army

so that it could once again assume the fighting. As the Viet-

namization process proceeded, American troops would be with-

drawn horn the fighting and brought home.

Nixon hoped that Vietnamization would reduce the number

of American casualties in Vietnam. With fewer Americans dying

in Vietnam and troops coming home, there would be less pres-

sure on him from within America to withdraw immediately.

Nixon hoped this would give him time to pursue the peace with

honor settlement he wanted.

In June of 1969, NLxon ordered 25,000 American troops to

withdraw from Vietnam. More troops came home in September

and December, bringing the total number of troops withdrawn to

115,000 in 1969. More troops were withdrawn early in 1970.

TToese young wome)i, members of the People's Self-Defense Force ofKien

Dien. patrol their village to discourage Vietcong infiltration.
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)'ouiig me)!from South Vietnam'sforly-fourprovinces trainedfor thir-

teen weeks and then returned to their homes to help villagers defend

themselves against the Vietcong.

Expanding the War
The second part of Nixon's strategy was to destroy Communist

sanctuaries in neighboring countries that supplied the North Viet-

namese war effort in South Vietnam. Nixon hoped reversing

Johnson's decision to limit the war would help him succeed

where Johnson had failed. Johnson's limited war had prevented

U.S. troops from entering Cambodia and Laos to destroy Com-
munist troops and supplies. This had given the Communists an

advantage that Nixon was determined to destroy.

Immediately after assuming office, Nixon authorized secret

bombing raids inside Cambodia to destroy Communist sanctuar-

ies. He kept the raids secret because he did not think the Ameri-

can public would understand how his policies would help end

the war sooner.

Nixon's secret bombings did not destroy all the Communist

troops and supplies in Cambodia, however. In the spring of

1970, Nixon took even stronger action. He authorized a ground

inxasion of Cambodia. South Vietnamese troops aided by Ameri-

can troops and air support crossed the border into Cambodia on
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grenade launcher
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South Vietnamese troops, backed by the Americans, attacked North

Vietnamese strongholds in Cambodia in 1970. Here. South Vietnamese

soldiers nish to a helicopter during one such assault.

April 30 to completely destroy North Vietnamese supplies and

troops. The invasion took Communist forces by surprise. They

abandoned their South Vietnamese militaiy headquarters and

tons of supplies.

Nixon made the invasion of Cambodia public on April 30.

The nevv's outraged many Americans. They felt that Nixon's

action was immoral and further escalated a war that he had

promised to end.

The Cambodian invasion sparked the worst outbreak of anti-

war protests that America had ever seen. College students in par-

ticular were enraged by NLxon's policy. Antiwar demonstrations

were organized on most college campuses across the country.

The target of many demonstrations was the campus office of the

Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). The ROTC was a college

training program for future army reserve officers. For the angry

students, the ROTC office symbolized the U.S. army, which they

held responsible for the war. During antiwar demonstrations,

ROTC buildings were burned on thirty college campuses.

The war demonstrations became too large and violent for

local police to control. To restore order, the U.S. National Guard

was called out to twenty-one universities across the country.

The presence of National Guard troops on campus further
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The Kent State Tragedy

re.sitlenl Nixon's expansion ot liic war into

Canibotiia on April 30. 1970, caiiseci a

national onliiurst of \iolcnt protests. (One

sucii protest on May -4 resulted in a confronta-

tion between national guardsmen and students

at Kent State University in Ohio.

The campus had been the scene of a week-

end o[ protests. The ROTC headquarters had

been burned down on Saturday evening, May
2. The city's mayor, LeRoy Satrom, had asked

Ohio governor James Rhodes to send National

Guard troops to restore order. The guard

ani\ed late that night and took up positions on

campus. On Sunday, May 3, the guardsmen

broke up a student rally with bayonets.

On Monday, May -i. the students reassem-

bled at noon on the campus commons to hold

a rally. The students were told that the assem-

bly was unlawful and were ordered to dispense.

The students were incensed. They seemed to

switch their attention from the war to the fact

that the National Guard was on their campus.

The students threw rocks at the guardsmen,

and the guardsmen fired tear gas into the

crowds. The guardsmen then went through the

commons and retLinied to their original position

at 1 2:2-1 I'.M. Suddenly, according to witnesses,

the guardsmen turned and started firing into tin-

crowd. Thirteen seconds later, the shootin.i^

.stopped. Four students lay dead or dying, and

nine more were wounded.

The deaths of the four students rocked

America and sparked even more prote.sts. Stu

dents went on strike on hundreds of campuses

across the nation. Many campuses were closed

for the rest of the school year. More than .seven

ty-five thousand protesters marched on 'Wash

ington, D.C., on May 9.

To an ever-increasing number of Ameii

cans, the deaths at Kent State symbolized what

was wrong with U.S. involvement in Vietnam

These deaths were unnecessaiy and senseless

The tragedy somehow proved that everything

protesters had been saying about their govern-

ment was right.

Masked National Chianlsmen fire a barrage of

teargas into a croivd ofantiivar demonstrators

at Kent State University in Ohio.
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enraged the students. At a confrontation between guardsmen and

students at Kent State University in Ohio, four students were

killed, and nine more were wounded. The deaths in America

continued. Ten days later, two students were killed by police in

racial riots at Jackson State University in Mississippi.

Congress Reacts

Congress also reacted negatively to Nixon's invasion of Cambo-

dia. On June 24, the Senate voted to repeal the 1964 Gulf of

Tonkin Resolution, which had given President Johnson authority

to send troops to Vietnam. Six days later, the Senate passed an

amendment barring further U.S. militaiy action in Cambodia.

In 1971, NLxon continued his expansion strategy despite

protests by Congress and the American public. On Febaiary 8,

the South Vietnamese army crossed into Laos to destroy Commu-
nist sanctuaries there. The Lam Son 719 Campaign, as the Laos

operation was called, met with disaster. This time the Commu-
nists knew in advance of the planned invasion and devastated

South Vietnamese troops. The South Vietnamese army would

South Vietnamese paratroopers march through tall grass after crossing

into Laos to destroy Communist strongholds.
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The My Lai Killings

On llie morning of Marcli 16. 196S, Lt.

William Galley Jr. led hi.s platoon into

the hamlet of My Lai in search of

enemy Vietcong. The Vietcong had been ver>'

active in the area, killing or wounding many
.'American troop.s. then quickly disappearing.

Instead of the enemy. Galley and his men found

old men. women, and children in the village.

Galley had been taught to suspect any Viet-

namese as a potential enemy. His orders were

to de.stroy the enemy. He ga\e the order to

attack. Grenades were thrown into huts. Some
\illagers were shot down in their homes or

^here they stood. Others were herded to a

nearby drainage ditch and shot down with

automatic weapons. Before the morning ended.

Galley and his men had killed between three

hundred and five hundred villagers.

It was nearly two years before a shocked

.\merican public learned of the killings at My
Lai. Twenty-five officers and enlisted men were

eventually charged with the killings. In all but

t)ne case, the charges were either dismissed or

the soldiers were acquitted.

For his pail in the My Lai killings, Lieu-

tenant Galley was court-manialed and tried dur-

ing 1970 and 1971. Galley maintained that he

was simply following orders. His defense raised

the question of whether following orders could

excuse soldiers from having to make moral

decisions. It also raised the question of whether

superior officers could be held responsible for

the acts of their men.

The trial left America divided about My Lai

and the issues it raised. Galley was viewed as

both a murderer who deserved punishment for

his horrible crimes and as a scapegoat who \\;is

being blamed and punished for all of America s

in\olvement in the war.

The military court found Galley guilty ol

murdering at lea.st twenty-two villagers. He was

sentenced to life in pri.son, but after three days

in the stockade, he was released by President

Nixon and put under house arrest. Three years

later, he was paroled.

Tlw yoiinfi hoy pictured cit the center of this pho-

tograph claimed be suivived the My Lai mas-

sacre by hiding under dead bodies.

I
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have been completely destroyed if U.S. air support had not been

sent in to bomb the Communists while the South Vietnamese

army retreated.

The complete failure of the Lam Son 719 Campaign made

U.S. political and military leaders reevaluate Nixon's expansion

strategy. Because the South Vietnamese army had been so badly

beaten by the Communists, America's leaders also questioned

whether the South Vietnamese could ever win without U.S. help.

Yet, even while critics debated whether expansion and Viet-

namization worked, Nixon kept bringing American troops home

as he had promised. By spring of 1971, only 284,000 troops

remained in Vietnam, slightly more than half the number of

troops stationed there when he took office.

Detente

The third part of Nixon's strategy to achieve peace with honor in

Vietnam was to encourage detente, or a lessening of tensions,

with the Soviet Union and China. In 1969, the United States

opened talks with the Soviet Union on arms limitation. An agree-

ment limiting arms for both countries was reached in May 1972.

Nixon iionored this agreement by accepting an invitation to visit

Moscow.

In 1971, Nixon relaxed the United States' trade embargo

against China. This was a significant step because the United

States had had no diplomatic or trade relationship with China

since the Communists had taken control of the country in 1949.

In Febmaiy 1972, Nixon traveled to China to meet with Chinese

leaders. These talks opened new possibilities for trade and

opened channels of communication that had been closed since

1949.

Nixon hoped that detente would accomplish two things.

First, it would allow him to expand the war into Cambodia and

Laos without drawing in the Soviet Union or China. Johnson had

feared that either country would get involved if he expanded the

war beyond South Vietnam. Through detente, Nixon determined

that as long as he did not try to invade North Vietnam and over-

throw its government, China and the Soviet Union would stay

out of the war.

Second, Nixon hoped that detente would encourage the

Soviet Union and China to pressure North Vietnam to end the

war. He wanted both countries to view the Vietnam "War as a

stumbling block to more important issues. In his meetings v^ith

both countries, Nixon linked trade and other agreements to the

resolution of the Vietnam 'War. If the Soviet Union and China

would act to resolve the Vietnam 'War, Nixon hinted, these agree-

ments could be worked out.

The Vietnam War



The Vietnam Conflict 1961-1975

-Kontum
-Pleiku

i la Dr^g Valley

Ban MeThout

1975-South Vietnam
surrenders to

Vietcong

Detente as a strategy took a long time to implement. Most of

Nixon's critics concede that detente improved the United States'

relationship v^ith each country'. But critics remain divided over

whether NLxons detente strategy actually helped him end the

"Vietnam "W'ar earlier.

The Spring Offensive

As Nixon struggled to make his three-pronged strategy to end

the 'Vietnam "War work, the war suddenly took a different twist.

North Vietnamese General Giap had recognized the failure of

'Vietnamization and he knew that Nixon hoped for a peace settle-

ment before he faced reelection in the fall of 1972. A successful

North Vietnamese offensive, Giap hoped, would destroy the

South Vietnamese army for good. It also might force the United

States into a quick peace settlement \^•ith terms that favored

North Vietnam. Finally, if successful, the offensive would leave

North Vietnam in control of large areas of South Vietnam.

On March 30, 1972, Giap launched a massive offensive
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Baltle-weaty South Vietnamese soldiers cheer as reinforcements anive at

the besieged provincial capital ofAn Loc.

against South Vietnam. North Vietnamese troops began a massive

barrage of artillery fire along the South Vietnamese border. Hours

later forty thousand North Vietnamese troops and two hundred

tanks drove across the border into South Vietnam. The North

Vietnamese Communists soon took control of many towns and

villages, forcing the South Vietnamese army to retreat.

Some of the hardest fighting occurred at An Loc, a provincial

capital only sixty miles from the national capital of Saigon. The

Communists first seized control of An Loc on April 8. For the

next three weeks, the battle for An Loc continued, often with

hand-to-hand fighting. On May 3, a Scuith Vietnamese relief force

fought its way through the town and drove the North Vietnamese

out.

Between May and September, the South Vietnamese army,

aided by the U.S. Air Force, slowly retook the towns lost to the

North Vietnamese in the early days of the spring offensive. Gen-

eral Giap was denied a victory over the South Vietnamese. But

the South Vietnamese victory was a hollow one. Though the

South Vietnamese had fought hard and bravely, it was the U.S.

Air Force that actually broke tTie offensive. These battles once

again reinforced the fact that the South Vietnamese government

could not survive without massive U.S. military aid.
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Ab;?A Vietnamese negotiator Le Due Tho greets reporters in 1972 in

Pons, where be and Henry Kissinger conducted a series ofpeace talks.

Serious Negotiations

The peace talks begun in 1969 had continued without progress.

Early in 1970, Nixon had determined that the delicate negotiations

necessary to end the war could not be accomplished in the public

peace talks. He sent his national securirs' adviser Henr\- Kissinger

on a secret mission to meet with North Vietnamese negotiator Le

Due Tho in an effort to negotiate a peace. Kissinger and Tho had

met for two years without finding a way to break the deadlock in

the talks.

But in mid-1972, as the Spring Offensive continued, peace

negotiations suddenly became serious. Both sides were ready to

make compromises. In the United States, Nixon recognized that

diplomacy now offered the best hope for peace. The Spring

Offensive had pointed out that South Vietnam could not win the

war without continued U.S. involvement. Nixon's inability to end

the war had eroded his support at home. As the 1972 election

drew nearer, NLxon knev^- he would have to show .some type of

progress on the road to peace if he were to win reelection.

The Communists were also willing to negotiate. They had

suffered se\ere losses in the Spring Offensive. The peace talks

would allow them to take a break in the war and rebuild their
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forces. If North Vietnam could negotiate a settlement to get

American troops out of South Vietnam, they helie\ ed they could

eventually defeat South Vietnam and unify the North and South.

Peace at Hand

Kissinger and Tho began serious negotiations in July. By October

8, they had worked out an agreement. A cease-fire would be

announced for all Southeast Asia. The United States would with-

draw its troops within sixty days. South Vietnamese leader Thieu

would be allowed to remain in power. U.S. prisoners of war

would be returned. The various Vietnamese parties would be left

to themselves to decide about elections and the future of South

Vietnam. The United States made one major concession. Some
North Vietnamese troops would be allowed to stay in the South.

Even though Kissinger and Thos proposal had taken months

to negotiate and both sides had made concessions, South Viet-

namese President Thieu rejected the proposal. Thieu opposed

any kind of settlement because he knew he needed American

support to stay in power, and the agreement was paving the way
for the United States to leave Vietnam.

Iij October 1972, Kissinger and Tho worked out an agreement to end

the war. but it was rejected by the South Vietnamese government.
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President Nixon began to liave second thoughts about the

proposal. He feared that the agreement might not be tough

enough to please the hawks who had long supported America's

involvement in Vietnam. Using Thieu's protests about the pro-

posal as an excuse, Nixon ordered Kissinger to continue the

secret negotiations.

Kissinger's new negotiations made Tho fear that the United

States was backing out of the proposal. To try to hold the United

States to the agreement, Tho made the secret negotiations public.

Tho's bold move forced Kissinger to declare prematurely that

"peace was at hand," on October 26, in order to prevent the

United States from being blamed for the snag in the peace talks.

But peace was not yet at hand. When the talks resumed after

the 1972 election, which Nixon won in a landslide, each side

concluded that the other was trying to back out of the agreement

and the talks broke down on December 13-

Nixon and Kissinger's peace efforts were now threatened by

both North and SoLith Vietnam. To reassure his ally Thieu that

America would stand behind him, Nixon offered two billion

dollars' worth of military arms and supplies. He promised to

come to South Vietnam's aid if North Vietnam violated the agree-

ment. When Thieu still refused, Nixon warned him that the

Ihejcinuaiy 1973 peace treaty

set tip a prisoner exchange that

led to the return of captured sol-

diers. Here. Lt. Col. James L.

Hughes ofIowa, one ofmany
priso)iers of war. is escorted to a

news conference in Hanoi in

1967.
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ne Vougbt A-7 Conair Il(left) was one ofmanyjets used

1)1 bowhing runs over Vietnam as were B-66 Destroyers and
Air Force F-105 Voundercbiefs (right).

United States might sign a peace treaty whether he did or not.

Thieu gave in, knowing he had no alternative.

Nixon next warned North Vietnam that it would suffer grave

consequences if what he referred to as "serious negotiations" did

not resume. On December 18, President Nixon made good on

his threat. He ordered a massive bombing campaign against

North Vietnam, including the capital city of Hanoi and the port

city of Haiphong. For the next twelve days, except for one day

off at Christmas, U.S. bombers hammered North Vietnam.

The American public was furious with Nixon. Once again,

Nixon seemed to be escalating the war, and at a time when the

country seemed on the verge of signing a peace treaty. Ameri-

cans found it especially horrifying that NLxon would order bomb-
ing during the Christmas holiday. Congress also joined the

protest. A poll taken a few days after the bombings began

showed that nearly half of the Senate favored legislation to end

the war.

The talks resumed again in early January of 1973. How effec-

tive the Christmas bombings were in convincing North Vietnam

to resume the talks is still debated. The negotiations that fol-

lowed changed some of the wording of the October proposal

but not its basic content.

On January 27, a peace treaty very similar to the October

proposal was signed. It called for American forces to withdraw

from Vietnam sixty days after the signing. U.S. bases were to be

dismantled, and the two sides would exchange prisoners of war.
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U.S. bombers caused massive destruction to the North Vietnamese port

city ofHaiphong (left), and to a rail and highway bridge (right) that

formed a major link between Hanoi and Haiphong.

The agreement also contained a complicated cease-fire

between North Vietnam and South Vietnam that was to be over-

seen by two separate and neutral commissions.

The treaty ended the United States" longest war. The final

t\senty-seven thousand U.S. troops departed for home on March

29, 1973- Unable to defeat the Communists, the United States had

negotiated itself out of the war, just as the French had done after

the battle of Dien Bien Phu nineteen years eadier.

Members ofthe U.S. S'inth Infantty Division receivefarewell gifts in a

ceremony before their depariurefrom Vietnam.
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The Fall of South Vietnam

The Paris Peace Accords ended the war only for the United

States. Both North and South Vietnam realized that the United

States had negotiated the Paris Accords primarily to allow it to

withdraw from Vietnam without admitting defeat. Each govern-

ment soon gave up tiying to maintain the cease-fire, and the

fighting resumed. In the first year of "peace," renewed fighting

killed eighty thousand Vietnamese people and soldiers.

The task the South Vietnamese faced was immense. They

now had to defeat the Communists without help, something that

they had been unable to do in nine years with the aid of up to

500,000 American troops. Although South Vietnam's forces were

almost four times larger than the Communists' forces and were

well equipped, they were poorly led. Their use of American

arms and supplies was ineffective.

President Thieu remained unpopular with his people. Without

American support, his government began to deteriorate. He was

forced to use the army to maintain his power, which recluced its

effectiveness in defending the country from the Communists.

When U.S. troops left Vietnam. South Vietnamese troops retreatedfrom
the advancing Communists.
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South I It'tuamese soldiers keep watch over two comrades, one dead and
one wounded, as they await evacuationfrom the central highlands.

As his government deteriorated, Thieu continued to look to the

United States for aid, convinced that his old ally would not aban-

don him.

But in America support for Vietnam had all l:)ut disappeared.

Americans were tired of Vietnam, and few people seemed to

care what was happening there.

The \ietnam War had caused a bitter dispute between

Congress and the president over who ran foreign policy. During

1973, Congress passed three pieces of legislation that reduced

the support the United States could give to South Vietnam, and

took power away from Nixon. On June 29, Congress passed a

l:)i!i imposing a total lian on U.S. bombing in all of Indochina

after August 15. On August 6, Congress cut aid to South Vietnam

to $700 million.

Congress felt that both John.son and Ni.xon had ainised their

presidential powers in running the Vietnam War, and they want-

ed to establish congressional control over the president's power

to wage war. The War Powers Act, passed by Congress on

November 7, 1973, prevented the president from sending U.S.

combat troops to any foreign country for more than sixty days

without congressional approval.
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But for Nixon, Vietnam had become an issue of minor impor-

tance during 1973- He had become embroiled in a huge political

scandal known as Watergate and was struggling to stay in office.

In June of 1972, five men had been caught burglarizing the

national headquarters of the Democratic Party at the Watergate

Hotel in Washington, D.C. The media soon linked the burglars to

Nixon's campaign, but Nixon publicly denied any knowledge of

the incident. Whether he knew about the burglary in advance is

uncertain. But investigations carried on throughout 1973 by the

media and Congress determined that soon after the break-in,

Nixon had ordered his staff to cover up the event and stonewall

efforts to learn the truth. On May 9, 1974, the Judiciary Commit-

tee of the House of Representatives began hearings to see if

Nixon should be impeached, or removed from office and tried

by the Senate for illegally using his presidential powers to

obstnict the Watergate investigation. Rather than face impeach-

ment, NLxon resigned on August 9, 1974, the only president in

U.S. history to resign.

Nixon was replaced by Gerald R. Ford. President Ford attempt-

ed to keep Nixon's promise not to abandon South Vietnam, but

his powers to act had been sharply limited by Congress.

The Communists knew that the United States would not send

combat troops to Vietnam again. At the end of 1974, they set up

a two-year, two-step program to achieve total victory in the

South. During 1975, the Communists planned to launch continu-

ous attacks against South Vietnam to weaken its resistance. Then

in 1976, they would launch a large offensive and call for a gener-

al uprising by the South Vietnamese people against their govern-

ment.

But the first part of the Communists' plan was far more suc-

cessful than they had predicted. General Van Tien Dung, the head

of the North Vietnamese army, left Hanoi on February 5 to take

command of the offensive in South Vietnam. On March 9, the

Communists attacked the South Vietnamese city of Ban Me Thuot

in the central highlands. By March 10, they controlled the city.

The day after the Communists took control of Ban Me Thuot,

Thieu met with his generals. Finally convinced that he would not

receive any U.S. assistance, Thieu had decided to let the North

Vietnamese take some of South Vietnam's northern provinces.

Thieu hoped he could retreat and regroup his troops to defend

the southern part of the country.

On March 15, the South Vietnamese army began to retreat

from the city of Pleiku in the northern part of the central high-

lands toward the sea. The retreat became disorderly. Soldiers of

all ranks deserted. A panic gripped the entire civilian population

of South Vietnam. If the army was in retreat, then the war must

be Icxst. Hundreds of thousands of fleeing refugees clogged the

retreat route.
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A Sviitb Vk'tnawcse woman covers her eyes as she and others await a

helicopter airlift out of \ ietnam.

South Vietnam territories began to collapse like a row of

falling dominoes. The Communists were scarcely able to occupy

regions as fast as they were abandoned. In jList two weeks, they

took control of twelve provinces and eight million people. By

April 26, the final campaign for the city of Saigon was ready.

Total victory seemed only days away.

Although all U.S. combat troops had been withdrawn from

Vietnam two years earlier, American diplomats and their families

were still stationed at the American Embassy in Saigon. A signal

was arranged to notify Americans when they would have to

leave. When a local radio station began to play Bing Crosby's

"White Christmas" over and over, everyone was to report imme-

diately to the American embassy for evacuation. The U.S. gov-

ernment wanted the evacuation to remain secret to prevent panic

and a possible storming of the embassy by South Vietnamese

who wanted to leave Vietnam.

Thieu's plan to retreat and defend the scuithern part of the

country failed. On April 29, Communists attacked the city of

Saigon, and Graham Martin, IIS. ambassador to South Vietnam,

Graham Maiiin. U.S. ambas-

sador to South Vietnam, ordered

the evacuation ofAmerican

diplomats and theirfamilies

from Saigon in April 1975.
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Americans and South Vietnamesejam the rooftops ofSaigon buildings

as they wait to be airlifted to safety by helicopters.

ordered the evacuation of Americans to begin. Crowds of terri-

fied Americans and South Vietnamese people jammed the roof of

the American embassy and other buildings in Saigon, waiting to

be airlifted by helicopter to safety. The evacuation continued

through the night as helicopters loaded with Americans and Viet-

namese flew to nearby aircraft carriers. The final helicopter carry-

ing Ambassador Martin, his family, and the American flag that

had flown over the embassy lifted off the embassy roof at day-

break on the morning of April 30, 1975.

The Communists took control of Saigon on April 30. Their

long stRiggle to reunite North and South Vietnam had finally

ended with victory. Despite its thirty-year effort, the United States

had failed to achieve its original goal of keeping communism out

of South Vietnam.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Legacy of the
Vietnam War

k MM arine Jim Mason left Vietnam on Christmas Day in 1967.

%# He was happy to come home, put the war behind hiin.

and get on with his life. Yet more than twenty' years

later, when he walked along his own street at night, Jim Mason
often glanced between houses for Vietcong soldiers. In his own
back yard, he sometimes caught himself listening for the snap of

a twig, a sign of approaching danger. The Vietnam War had

stayed with Jim Mason all of those years, and although he didn't

want it to. it had become a pait of his life.

Even though it ended years ago, the Vietnam War left a lega-

cy that has become a part of America in the same unhappy way
it became a part of Jim Mason's life. The American people are

still defining and tr\'ing to understand the Vietnam War.

How Vietnam Changed America

For the first time in its hi,stor\', the United States as a nation had

lost a war. The South had lost the American Civil War, and the

Korean War was ended through negotiation. But the entire coun-

try lost the Vietnam War.

Losing in Vietnam changed Americans' attitudes about them-

selves and their country's role in the world. Before Vietnam,

most Americans believed that the United States should take an

active role in world affairs. They especially believed that the

United States should stem the spread of commimism in other

countries.
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PresidentJohnson, seen here greeting American troops in 1966. lost

favor with the American public after he lied about actions in Vietnam.

After the Vietnam War American citizens questioned Ameri-

can involvement in other countries' affairs. Many Americans

concluded that the United States should stop trying to impose its

ideals on the rest of the world. They felt the United States should

let other nations determine their own destinies and not send

Americans to die for causes that do not threaten the United

States.

Before the Vietnam War, Americans had a greater sense of

tRist in their leaders and in their government. They often sup-

ported the policies of their government officials even when they

did not entirely agree with them. They did so because they trust-

ed their leaders to know and do the right thing.

The Vietnam War shattered that trust. President Johnson had

the support of much of America when he first sent troops to

Vietnam early in 1965. But because he kept the details of his

actions secret and lied to the very people who had elected him,

the public started to question his honesty. When the news media

exposed the credibility gap, Johnson did not admit to his decep-

tions. Instead, he continued to deceive the public in order to

pursue a Vietnam policy that became more and more unpopular.

The loss of his credibility was a major reason why he decided

not to seek reelection in 1968.
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President Nix^n also caused Americans to distrust their lead-

ers. Nixon's deceptive policies in Vietnam and his involvement in

Watergate so destroyed Nixon's credibility that he was forced to

resign.

As a result of Vietnam and the 'Watergate scandal, today

America's leaders no longer enjoy the automatic trust of the

American people. Politicians live in a bright spotlight, and their

integrity is constantly questioned.

Much of this erosion of public trust can be traced to the

news media. In the 1950s, the media respected public officials.

The media protected their privacy and often shied away from

scandal. During the Vietnam years the media expo.sed John.son's

and Nixon's dishonesty about Vietnam, which helped to change

the way the media treated public officials. Today, the media view

themselves as the public's watchdog. The media openly chal-

lenge the nation's public officials. Their private lives, once

respected, are now routinely exposed. Scandal is fairly routine.

Vietnam Veterans

Nowhere is the legacy of the Vietnam War more keenly felt than

in America's Vietnam veterans. In World Wars I and II, veterans

had come home to parades and ceremonies. Vietnam .soldiers

came home to a countiy that blamed them for cooperating with

the government in the war. Instead of being welcomed, people

shunned, spat upon, and ridiculed Vietnam vets. Veterans felt

ashamed, abandoned, and disowned. Many stopped telling peo-

ple they were Vietnam veterans.

Those feelings were not the only problems that veterans

encountered. Although most soldiers were able to resume their

daily lives after they returned home, thousands of .soldiers expe-

rienced a variety of emotional or physical illnesses caused by

their service in Vietnam.

Like veterans of other wars, many suffered from a condition

called posttraumatic stress disorder, or PTSD. PTSD is an emo-

tional illness caused by a particular incident, such as combat, that

creates great .stress. Weeks, months, even years after they came

home, veterans continued to think about or reexperience the

things they had seen and done in Vietnam. Their whole lives and

the lives of their families were affected by their continuing reac-

tion to Vietnam.

Some veterans relived their experiences in nightmares or

flashbacks. Others grew tense and jumpy at the .sound of fire-

crackers, gunshots, or babies crying. Many lo.st interest in work-

ing and had trouble keeping jobs. In an effort to e.scape from the

horror of their Vietnam experiences, others developed alcohol or

drug habits. Hundreds of veterans became so mistru.stful of other

people that they withdrew from society altogether to live alone

Bethlehem LuHieran School

22nd and Wadswcrfh

Denver, Colorcdo oOM5
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The Vietnam Veterans Memorial

he Vietnam Veterans Memorial is one of

the most popular tourist attractions in

Washington, D.C., a city that is itself a

monument to the nation. The memorial is the

place where Americans cc:)me lo mourn their

loved ones lost in the war.

The memorial was conceived out of one

man's pain. One night in 1979, Vietnam veteran

Jan Scaiggs experienced yet another nightmare

about the war. The next morning, Scruggs

determined that he would build a memorial that

carried the name of every American who had

died in the war. It took him nearly three years,

but he accomplished his goal.

A contest was held to determine the design.

The winning design was submitted by Maya

Ying Lin, a 21 -year-old Chinese-American archi-

tecture student. A spot in Constitution Gardens

between the Washington Monument and the

Lincoln Memorial was selected as the site.

Construction began in March 1982.

The memorial consists of a long V-shaped

wall of black Indian granite that rises out of the

earth and then recedes back into it. Carved in

the stone of this black wall are the names of

the more than fifty-eight thousand Americans

who died in Vietnam.

The memorial was dedicated on Veterans

Day 1982. In 1984, a bronze sculpture of three

weaiy soldiers in battle dress was added to sat-

isfy veterans who wanted a more traditional

memt:)rial.

At all hours of the day, a steady stream of

visitors solemnly files along the length of the

long wall. Relatives and friends search for a

special name. When they find it, they grow
quiet. Tears stream down their faces as they

reach out to touch the recessed letters. They

often leave pictures of sons and daughters the

soldiers never lived to meet. They leave flow-

ers, poems, letters, and other mementos under

the names of their lost loved ones. Many take

sheets of white paper and with crayons make
rubbings of the name to take home with them.

A soldier weepsfor a lost comrade afterfinding

his name on the black granite Vietnam Veterans

Memorial in Washington, D.C.
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A group of Vietnam veterans share an emotional reunion duhng a

belated "Welcome Home "parade in Chicago in 1986.

in remote areas of Hawaii and other places. Some soldiers suffer-

ing from PTSD were even driven to suicide.

Raymond Earley returned from Vietnam in 1968. His feelings

and postwar experiences echo those of many veterans who
suffer from PTSD. In 1991, Earley still dreamed about picking

up the charred bodies of American soldiers killed by the North

Vietnamese. Earley spoke of his experiences:

It's one of my nightmares. Twenty-three years after leav-

ing Vietnam, I'm .still learning how to relate to this. Some-

times I fantasize about what my life would be like if I hadn't

gone to Vietnam. I don't like the way I feel, the way I relate

[to things]. I had problems in the seventies with alcohol,

authority and relationships. If I hadn't gone to Vietnam,

maybe my life would ha\e been different. People I went to

school with are completely different from me. Maybe I would

have a successful business and have stayed married to the

girl I grew up with.
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Many disabled Vietnam veteransfelt bitterness over the way the Ameri-

can public and government treated them when they returned home

from the war.

Emotional disorders are not the only health problems that

plague Vietnam veterans. Many suffer from physical illnesses that

they attribute to the war. During the Vietnam War, many veterans

were exposed to the chemical Agent Orange. The United States

sprayed eighteen million gallons of Agent Orange and other

chemicals on the Vietnamese countryside to strip the leaves from

trees and destroy crops. Medical studies have linked exposure to

Agent Orange and similar chemicals to certain kinds of cancer.

These chemicals have also been linked to birth defects.

No one knows for sure how many veterans were exposed to

Agent Orange. After exposure doctors cannot tell which veterans

will develop cancer. The disease can lie dormant in the human
body for decades.

Although all veterans can receive free treatment at local

veterans' hospitals, veterans claimed during the late 1970s that

the government owed them more than that. Veterans' groups

wanted the U.S. government to pay disability compensation to

Vietnam veterans suffering from diseases linked to Agent
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Orange. Disability compensation is money given to veterans to

live on if they cannot work because of tlieir illnesses.

Veterans' organizations claimed that there was sufficient evi-

dence linking exposure to Agent Orange to some kinds of can-

cer. They charged that the U.S. government was covering up the

issue to avoid responsibility for the health of veterans exposed to

Agent Orange.

But for more than ten years, the Veterans Administration (VA)

of the U.S. government claimed that there was no conclusive evi-

dence that Agent Orange caused cancer. It balked at honoring

the more than thirty-four thousand Agent Orange claims that had

been filed as of 1990. Finally in 1991, Congress voted to give

permanent disability to veterans suffering from diseases caused

by Agent Orange. The U.S. government's lack of cooperation

over a ten-year period left veterans feeling betrayed and aban-

doned by the very government they served.

Missing in Action

The Paris Peace Accords provided for an exchange of prisoners of

war, or POWs, between the United States and Vietnam. Between

February 12 and March 29, 1973, 591 American prisoners were

released by the North Vietnamese government. Families traveled

to the bases where the freed POWs touched down once again on

American soil and welcomed their loved ones home. Hugs were

exchanged and tears fell as families that had been separated for

as long as eight and a half years were at last reunited.

The return of the American PO'Ws was one of the happier

moments in an otherwise unhappy war. But many soldiers still

have not come home from Vietnam. They are classified by the

U.S. government as missing in action (MIA). In 1991, Gen. John

W. Vessey (Ret.), the president's special emissary to Hanoi, esti-

mated that approximately twenty-two hundred soldiers are still

missing in action. Most are presumed to have died in action.

Yet, nearly twenty years after the U.S. withdrawal, mmors

persist that Americans are still being held as POWs by the Viet-

namese. The notion is so popular that many books have been

written about the subject, and movies such as Missing in Action

(1984) were made about returning to Vietnam to free POWs.

Vietnam veteran Adrian Fisch of St. James, Minnesota, began

collecting information about MIAs in 1970. In 1991, Fisch

remained convinced: "There's no question that there are Ameri-

cans living in Vietnam as POWs. How to effect their return is

another question. I doubt that our government will let that hap-

pen." Fisch believes that the government will not admit that the

POWs exist because if "one American comes out, the country

will go nuts. If one comes out, you have to explain all the rest.

The majority of the information that we would like to get is still
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Vietnam in the Movies

More than one hundred movies have

been made that in one way or another

touch on the Vietnam War. A sampling

of a few of the important Vietnam movies doc-

uments the evolution of America's changing

opinion of the war and its meaning.

Hollywooci initally portrayed Vietnam as

any other war. Tiie producer and star of The

Green Berets (1968) was actor John Wayne, a

veteran of dozens of westerns and war movies.

The movie treated Vietnam as a conflict similar

to Wodd War II and added some Cold War atti-

tudes for good measure. The U.S. Special

Forces soldiers were the good guys, who
fought heroically to save South Vietnam from

the Communist bad guys. The movie was

released during the same year as the Tet Offen-

sive, a time when Americans were learning just

how complex the war really was. Film critics

blasted the film for cwersimplifying the issues of

the war and glorifying America's role in it.

ne /wor/f Apocalypse Now tried to depict the

complex moral issues of war.

Americans no longer tolerated the simple good

guy-bad guy interpretations it had accepted in

movies about World War II.

The Vietnam War had been over for nearly

five years when a trio of antiwar movies was

released that both reflected and influenced

Americans' feelings about the war. Coming

Home C1978) was one of the first major movies

to examine the Vietnam War in a more complex

way. Vietnam soldiers were not portrayed as

heroes but as men who returned from Vietnam

angry, bitter, and confused about their experi-

ences. In one scene, Luke Martin, a paraplegic

veteran played by actor Jon Voight, and a

marine officer each talk about the war to an

assembly of high school students. The marine

officer's traditional, patriotic speech lays the

groundwork for the movie's antiwar message.

Luke Martin's emotional descriptions of seeing

his friends mutilated and how it feels to kill

someone still tug at the hearts of moviegoers.

As Martin encourages the student to reject the

simple, patriotic view of war given by the

Marine, he speaks to everyone in the audience

and cautions them to remember that war is nei-

ther simple nor glorifying. When it was
released. Coming Home was praised by both

audiences and critics. But viewed today, the

movie may seem as oversimplified and preachy

as The Greet! Berets.

Tlje Deer Hunter (1979) viewed the war

through the eyes of Michael, a blue-collar man
typical of the millions of young men who
served in Vietnam. Michael goes to Vietnam

eager to sei^ve his countiy, sees horrible and

ugly things there, and returns home with a

deeper understanding of the importance of life.

His war experience makes him stop hunting

deer. In contrast to Coming Home, this movie

makes the important point that not all Vietnam

soldiers returned home scarred and emotionally

disturbed. Although its antiwar message is

unmistakable,, the movie seems less angry and
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more reflective about the war than Coming

Home. It anticipates the general theme of the

next wave of movies about the ^ar.

The term "apocalypse" refers to religious

writings about the destruction of evil and the tri-

umph of good. Good versus evil is the theme of

Apocalypse Now (1979). In the movie, Captain

Willard, a U.S. Special Forces officer, is sent into

the jungle to kill Colonel Kurz, a renegade

American colonel. But Willard begins to admire

Kurz and has trouble carrying out his mission.

The movie blurs the concepts of good and evil,

making it difficult to tell which is which. It

seems to accurately reflect the complex mt:)ral

issues the real war presents to America.

Although there is no final statement about the

morality of war, few moviegoers emerge from

watching Apocalypse Now with a positive view

of America's experience in Vietnam.

After Apocalypse Now, a new wave of films

began to appear that reexamined Vietnam from

a more distant perspective. Much of the initial

anger America had felt about Vietnam had sub-

sided, and Americans seemed interested in

what really happened in Vietnam. Like eadier

movies, the new crop of reexamination movies

u.sed soldiers as a focal point. Hamburger Hill

(1984) and Platoon (1986) viewed the war

through the eyes of the grunts who fought it.

Actual Vietnam veterans praised both movies

on how accurately they portrayed combat, liv-

ing conditions, and the fears that preyed upon

the minds of the grunts who served in the war.

These and similar movies did much to identify

America's shabby treatment of its Vietnam vet-

erans and help restore their sense of dignity.

At about the same time, however, another

group of movies ignored reality altogether and

fought the Vietnam War all over again. This

time Hollywood secured the victory that had

originally eluded the United States. In Missing

in Action (1984), Col. James Braddock, por-

trayed by actor Chuck Norris, returns to Viet-

nam in search of American POWs aimored to

be held there. Braddock is portrayed as a

superhero capable of defeating the enemy sin

gle-handedly. This movie, along with liu-

Ramho .series starring Sylvester Stallone, turned

Vietnam veterans into Saturday morning car-

toon heroes who bore no resemblance to real

veterans. Despite the fact that these action

movies offered little perspective on Vietnam

and once again glorified warfare, they were

immensely popular among mostly male movie-

goers.

But Missing in Actio)i and movies like it

also gave voice to important themes. Brad-

dock's return to Vietnam seemed to illustrate

that America recognized it still had to deal with

war issues it had been avoiding. The fact that

he went back and won seemed to indicate a

need in America to rewrite the Vietnam War

experience in a more comfortable way.

Movies //fee Missing in Action glorified war and

turned Vietnam I'eterans into Saturday morning

caiioon heroes.
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classified and locked in government files. It is considered [by the

government] as a danger to national security. [But] It's a danger

to national embarrassment."

In 1991, General Vessey was skeptical of the aimors about

live Americans held in Vietnam, but he refused to discount them.

"The Vietnamese have maintained since 1973 that they have not

held live Americans. No recently dated evidence suggests that

there are live Americans held in captivity. About 2,200 live sight-

ing [reports] have been investigated and disproved. The likeli-

hood [of live POWs in Vietnam] is far less than even three and a

half years ago. [Verification] will continue to get harder as people

get older, and witnesses die."

Despite the disagreement over the live POW question, both

the U.S. government and those who believe POWs are still alive

in Vietnam continued efforts to obtain what two presidents have

called "the fullest possible accounting" for those men who are

missing in action. But some of the MIA cases will never be

solved because between four and five hundred bodies were lost

at sea. The bodies of other missing Americans may have been

blown to pieces by bombs or mines, making recovery of their

remains impossible.

The MIA issue leaves part of the Vietnam War unfinished. For

the families of soldiers still missing in action, the war has never

ended. They continue to hope that one day the fate of their

loved ones will be learned.

Vietnamese Refugees

As the city of Saigon fell to the Communists in the spring of 1975,

South Vietnamese people who had served in military or govern-

ment positions fled the country. They left to escape imprisonment

or even execution by the North Vietnamese. The North Viet-

namese viewed anyone who had ties to the South Vietnamese or

American governments as a threat to their new government.

Many Americans believed the United States owed a special

debt to these refugees because the United States had abandoned

South Vietnam in 1973. During 1975, 130,000 people fled Viet-

nam in the days following the fall of the South Vietnamese gov-

ernment. Most of them were resettled in the United States. For

the next three years, a stream of refugees flowed out of Vietnam.

Approximately 30,000 more refugees left Vietnam and most

found new homes in America.

In mid- 1978, the stream of refugees turned into a flood. The

Communist government instituted harsh policies against Viet-

namese people of Chinese ancestry. By mid-1979, more than

200,000 additional Vietnamese had fled. They became known as

boat people because they left Vietnam in small, leaky boats that

were barely seaworthy.
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Vietnamese citizensfleeing Vietnam seek eutiy to Hong Kong in 1989.

There were about three hundredpeople who sailed into port aboardfive
boats.

To address the plight of the boat people, a conference of

sixty-fiv'e nations gathered in Geneva, Switzerland, in July 1979.

The conference decided that the nations of Southeast Asia would

serve as a first asylum, providing temporary homes for the boat

people. Western nations like the United States, Great Britain,

Australia, France, and Canada would provide permanent homes

for them. The Vietnamese government was pressured to improve

conditions within the country so that its citizens would not be so

eager to leave.

But in 1986, the number of boat people fleeing from Vietnam

began to rise again. A second conference was held in Geneva in

1989. The nations participating in the conference were no longer

open about accepting new refugees. Because every refugee left

relatives behind who also wanted to escape from Vietnam, there

seemed to be no end in sight to the problem.

The first a.sylum countries of Southeast Asia wanted to

sharply reduce the number of boat people that they accepted.
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The conference decided to interview each Vietnamese refugee

and allow only those who were deemed political refugees to

immigrate. The rest would be sent back to Vietnam. The confer-

ence left many Vietnamese people with little hope of leaving

Vietnam for a new life in another country.

The U.S. position on the boat people is unclear. In a speech

at the 1989 conference, Secretary of State Lawrence Eagleburger

said that the United States opposed the concept of forcing

refugees to return to Vietnam, where they would be viewed as

criminals and imprisoned. But in the same speech, Eagleburger

said that the United States would not "seek to alter" the confer-

ence's plans to interview refugees and send many of them back

to Vietnam.

Today many Vietnamese refugees are stranded in refugee

camps awaiting permanent resettlement. Thousands of Viet-

namese wish to leave the oppressive rule of their homeland

behind and find new homes where they can live in peace. These

hapless refugees remain a significant problem for the United

States and many other nations around the world as well.

Many Vietnamese refugees remain stranded in refugee camps awaiting

permanent resettlement. This man. photographed in a Hong Kong

refugee camp in 1989, is one ofmany such refugees.
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A Vietnamese Refugee's Story

hi Lu is one of tlic ihoiusands of refugees

who was forced to flee from South Viet-

nam and come to the United States. Lu

worked for the South Vietnamese Ministiy of

Labor as director general of training and

employment. His job was to build a center to

provide training for the 200,000 troops who
would soon lea\e the military' and return to pri-

\ate life, as the Paris Peace Accords directed.

In late April 1975, as sporadic gunfire

.sounded around the city of Saigon, Lu knew his

life and the lives of his family were in danger.

"If the Communists took power, there would be

a bloodbath. Anyone with U.S. ties was viewed

by the North Vietnamese as an agent for the

CIA [Central Intelligence Agency]. If I stayed,

I knew that I would be imprisoned or killed."

On April 28, Lu was able to get his wife

and nine children on a plane out of Saigon.

Their destination was Faribault, Minnesota, in

Chi Lu points to a map of \ 'ietiiani as he recounts

his haiToiviug escape.

the United States. His wife's younger sister had

married an American from Faribault, and the\

had agreed to sponsor them. Lu remained

behind, unable to get on a plane.

That night Communist rocket fire explodetl

around Saigon as the attack on the city began.

Lu saw gas and oil fires burning aroLmd the

city.

Lu returned to the airport and met a Viet-

namese student who was studying in the United

States and who had returned to Saigon to help

members of his family escape. By pretending to

be the young man's father-in-law, Lu was able

to get on one of the last planes that left the

Saigon airport before the city fell to the Com-
munists.

The Lu family started life over again in

Faribault with nothing. The local welfare office

gave the entire family of eleven only $200 a

month in assistance. Lu, a former high govern-

ment official, took a job as a clerk in a depart-

ment store for $2.54 per hour. In 1976, he took

a new job in a factory as a quality control

inspector and also continued to work part time

at the department store. For the next three

years, Lu worked nearly every day, with no

weekends off. Through hard work and help

from friends, Lu was eventually able to buy a

house in Faribault.

Later he moved to a suburb of .St. Paul.

Minnesota. He became director of Vietnam

Social Services, an organization that helps Viet-

namese come to America and adjust to Ameri-

can life.

But his new life in America is not the same

as living in his own country. "I feel ver>' sorr\'

about leaving my homeland. We think of the

cemeteries of our families and send gifts back

to friends in Vietnam to help rebuild them. God
willing, if peace comes to Vietnam and the

Communists are gone, I will be among the first

Vietnamese to return to Vietnam."
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Continued Fighting

The fall of South Vietnam did not end the fighting in Southeast

Asia. Al:)out the same time that the Saigon government fell, the

government of Cambodia was also overthrown by Communists.

But a split soon developed between the new Cambodian govern-

ment and the newly united Vietnam. The new Cambodian gov-

ernment brutally suppressed any opposition within the country,

killing thousands of people. The new government also demand-

ed the return of land seized by the Vietnamese centuries earlier

and launched numerous attacks against Vietnam along the bor-

der between the two countries.

In 1978, Vietnam retaliated with an invasion of Cambodia.

The Vietnamese overthrew the existing Communist government

in Cambodia and replaced it with a new pro-Vietnam Communist

government. For several years afterward, occupation forces

remained inside Cambodia.

Vietnam was universally condemned for its invasion and

occupation of Cambodia. In numerous ways, Vietnam's interven-

tion in Cambodian affairs and the protests it raised from other

countries was similar to America's intervention in Vietnam. To

describe the dilemma Vietnam found itself in, the news media

sometimes referred to the invasion as Vietnam's Vietnam.

What happened in Cambodia has become part of the United

States' Vietnam legacy. The invasion revived the debate among
Americans over the morality of U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam in

1973. The bloodshed in Cambodia served as an example of what

might happen if the United States did not continue its self-

appointed role as the policeman of the free world. Many Ameri-

cans who had initially cheered the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam

now wonder if the United States could have prevented the

bloodshed in Cambodia by maintaining its presence in Vietnam.

From now on, when U.S. leaders face foreign policy decisions,

they must weigh the fear of falling into "another Vietnam"

against the fear of allowing "another Cambodia.

"

Avoiding Another Vietnam

The United States "lost" the Vietnam "War because it had the

wrong goals, used the wrong military strategy and employed

weapons that proved ineffective in the end. Perhaps most impor-

tantly, the United States failed in Vietnam because the war lost

support among the American people. Americans and their lead-

ers continue to study America's failures in Vietnam in an effort to

avoid repeating them in the futyre.

Many Americans point to the Persian Gulf "War as proof that

the United States has learned from its military mistakes in Viet-

nam. In 1990, Iraq invaded its neighbor Kuwait. U.S. President
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George Bush called for Iraq to \\ithdraw from Kuwait and

promised to use force if necessary to make Iraq leave.

The promise to use U.S. troops overseas made many Ameri-

cans apprehensive and fearful of falling into another Vietnam.

But Bush avoided rwo major military mistakes that Johnson
made. Unlike Vietnam, the United States avoided a slow escala-

tion of the Gulf War. U.S. forces were built up in advance rather

than cner a period of years. The military did not fight only to

avoid defeat, as it had in Vietnam. This time the military focu.sed

on a clear military goal: Drive Iraq out of Kuwait. The United

States achieved its goal in less than two months.

Some observers note that the Gulf War also showed that

Americans had learned a lesson from Vietnam about how to treat

its \'eterans. AlthoLigh Americans may not entirely have support-

ed the U.S. position in the Gulf War, they did not hold veterans

responsible for it, as they had done in Vietnam. Returning sol-

diers were welcomed home as heroes and remembered with par-

ties and parades.

Others argue that the best lesson of the Vietnam War may be

the simple fact that it happened. Regardless of their views on the

Kuwaiti citizens celebrated the liberation of their nation with parades.

Americans—mindful ofhow they treated veterans of the Vietnam

War—welcomed U.S. soldiers returningfrom the Persian Gulf War.
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war, Americans are united on one thing about Vietnam: Almost

everyone wants to- avoid another experience like it. In every

world crisis that arises where a U.S. commitment might be neces-

sary, politicians, the media, and the people warn their leaders

that they do not want the situation to turn into another Vietnam.

In 1991, for example. President Bush promised America that U.S.

involvement in the Persian Gulf would not be another Vietnam.

If the lessons of the Vietnam War can remain in the conscious-

ness of America, the nation may never again have to experience

such a national nightmare.

Rewriting History

Although the Vietnam War has been over for neady twenty years,

understanding its lasting significance has only begun. Americans

still react emotionally to Vietnam, and their conclusions about

Vietnam are often guided as much by their emotions as by facts.

In the future, new interpretations of Vietnam's lessons may be

written.

By continually reevaluating the war and its aftermath in light

of the changing times, future historians will be able to explain

the Vietnam legacy more fully. In the future, Vietnam may be

rememl^ered less as a lost war. Vietnam might be remembered

more for the hard lessons that were learned by America, its lead-

ers, and its people.
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Glossary

Agent Orange a chemical the United Stales sprayed on the South Viet-

namese countryside to defoliate trees and destroy crops.

cold war the conflict that characterized the hostilities between the

Communist Soviet Union and the democratic United States between

1945 and 1988.

colonialism the system by which one country establishes control over

distant territories for the purpose of economic gain.

conununism a government in which all property is owned by the

state. The spread of communism by the governments of the Soviet

Union, China, and North Vietnam was viewed in the 1950s and 1960s

by the United States as a threat to its national security.

Demilitarized Zone or DMZ buffer area along the seventeenth parallel

border between North and South Vietnam formalized by the Geneva

Accords of 1954.

Dien Bien Phu city held by the French forces and attacked by North

\ietnam in 195-1. The eventual surrender of the French at Dien Bien

Phu brought France's century-long aile of Vietnam to an end.

domino theory a theory that if one country fell to communism, sur-

rounding countries would soon follow.

draft the selection of men for required service in a country's armed

forces.

Gulf of Tonkin incident two attacks by North Vietnamese gunboats on

American ships in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of North Vietnam on

August 2 and 4, 1964. The events led to the passage of the Gulf of Tonkin

Resolution by the U.S. Congress, which allowed President Johnson to

escalate U.S. invoKement in Vietnam.

Ho Chi Minh Trail a North Vietnamese supply route to South Vietnam

that wound through the neighboring countries of Laos and Cambodia.

legacy anything that is handed down from one generation to the next.

MIA missing in action; a term used to describe soldiers who cannot be

accounted for during wartime.

nationalism the desire within a country for independence from for-

eign aile.

national security protection of a nation from attack or harm by anoth-

er nation.

posttraumatic stress disorder or PTSD an emotional condition in

war \eterans caused by the delayed reaction to combat.

PO'W an abbreviation for prisoner of war, a term used to describe pris-

oners taken during wartime.

Spring Offensive a military campaign launched by North Vietnam

against South \'ietnam in the spring of 1972.

Tet Offensive a military campaign launched early in 1968 by North

Vietnam against South Vietnam. Tet was the turning point in America's

involvement in the Vietnam "War.
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Vietcong Communist-supported revolutionaries who sought to over-

throw the South Vietnamese government.

Vietminh Communist-supported revolutionaries who sought to over-

throw the South Vietnamese government. Name changed to Vietcong

after about I960.

Vietnamization the process of withdrawing U.S. troops from South

Vietnam and replacing them with South Vietnamese troops.

war of attrition a war where one side tries to win by destroying the

other side's supplies and troops imtil it can no longer fight.

Key Individuals in the Vietnam War
William L. Galley Jr. American serviceman who led the killings of

South Vietnamese villagers at My Lai.

Clark Clifford U.S. secretary of defense, 1968-69; told President John-

son that further escalation of U.S. involvement in Vietnam would be

pointless.

Ngo Dinh Diem leader of South Vietnam from 1954 to 1963. His harsh

rule angered South Vietnamese peasants and gave the Communists a

starting point to spread the revolution in the south. Diem was assassi-

nated in 1963 by members of the army. The assassination plot had the

approval of the United States.

Dwight D. Eisenhower president of the United States (1953-1961). He
supported the French involvement in Vietnam and in 1954 used the term

"domino theory" publicly for the first time.

Vo Nguyen Giap commander of North Vietnamese army that defeated

the French at Dien Bien Phu. He continued the campaign against South

Vietnam, including the Tet Offensive in 1968 and the Spring Offensive

in 1972.

Lyndon B. Johnson American president (1963-1969) who escalated

U.S. involvement in the Vietnam conflict.

John F. Kennedy president of the United States (1961-1963). Kennedy

committed U.S. political and military advisers to South Vietnam. He is

rumored to have approved the plot to assassinate Diem. Kennedy him-

self was assassinated on November 22, 1963-

Henry Kissinger special assistant and later secretary of state under

Richard Nixon. He negotiated Paris Accords that disengaged the United

States from the Vietnam conflict.

Ho Chi Minh Vietnamese leader credited as the most influential in

Vietnam's efforts to gain independence from France. Ho helped orga-

nize the Communist party in Vietnam in 1930. In 1946, he became lead-

er of North Vietnam and successfully campaigned to drive the French

out of Vietnam in 1954. He died in 1969, six years before the fall of

South Vietnam and the reunification of Vietnam.

Richard Nixon American president (1969-1974) who Vietnamized the

war and eventually disengaged the United States from the Vietnam con-

flict in 1973.
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Nguyen Van Thieu president of South Vietnam (1967-1975). His harsh

and unfair jioiicies encouraged many South Vietnamese to support the

Communist revolution. He ordered the retreat from the northern

provinces, which started the collapse of South Vietnam in 1975. Thieu

fled Saigon just tx'fore it fell.

Le Due Tho North Vietnamese representative, who, with Henry

Kissinger of the United States, negotiated the Paris Peace Accords in

1973.

Harry S Truman president of the United States (1945-1953). He devel-

oped the containment of communism policy that eventually led to the

U.S. political and military involvement in Vietnam.

William C. Westmoreland U.S. commander in Vietnam (1964-1968).

Westmoreland planned the war of attrition strategy that failed in Viet-

nam.
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