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P R'EF A CE

T is long fince the nations, which have

the misfortune to live near the Eaft-
India Company’s fettlements, have firetch-
ed out their induftrious and helplefs hands
to our gracious Sovereign, imploring his
prote&tion from the oppreffions they were
finking under; and it muft give great
pleafure to every one who knows how
much the interefts of Great Britain are
conne&ed with thofe of humanity, v'to-

Jearn, from his Majefty’s fpeech, at the

opening of this feffion, that he had turned
his eye to an obje@ fo worthy of the royal
attention. And, furely, if there is any
fituation in this life more deplorable than
another, it is that of living under the do~
minion of men, who, wholly intent upon
gain, have contrived to eftablith the moft
complete fyftem ever known of fraud and

: violence, A
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violence, by uniting, in the fame perfons,
the feveral fun&ions of Merchant, Sol-
dier,.Ifiriancier and Judge; depriving, by
that union, all thofe funions of their
mutual checks, by which alone they can
be made ufeful to fociety.

It is to he hoped that the time is net
far off, when thofe funions, fo impro-
perly combined, will be .again feparated:
when his Majefty will refume, from thofe
Merchants, the fword, which, by our
happy Conflitution, cannot be placed, with
energy or fafety, in any hand but his
own: and when thofe great territorial
revenues in Bengal, which h:i_ve, of late,
been fo extravagantly accumulated in the
coffers of private men, for trifling or de-
ftruQtive purpofes, will be employed in
reducing the national debt, as well as in
protecting our trade and acquifitions in
thofe diftant parts of the world. We
might then hope to fee an 1mpartnl ad-
miniftration of luf’ucc in Indu, without
its being fubje&t to the controul of thofe

whe
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who are moft likely to be the greateft
delinquents. 'We might then hope to fee
an end to thofe cruel monopolies, carried
‘on by the Servants of the Company, in
the neceflaries of life, and to which the
wretched natives are obliged to fubmit,
with the bayonet at their throats: and
we might then hope to fee thofe Servants
once more attentive to the commercial
interefts of ‘their employers; without
attempting to equal, in riches and fplendor,
the firft nobility of the kingdom. But,
what is ftill ‘of greater importance to the
free Conttitution of this country, we might
then hope to fee fome ftop put to the
rapid progrefs of ‘corruption at home;
which has been, for fome years paft, fo
much promoted by the immenfe fums
lavithed by thofe Servants of the Company,
upon their return from India, in order to
procure  themfelves admittance into the
Houfe of Commons; where none of them,
from the nature of their education,
can be fuppofed to have any thing

LN
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to »fay ; ~and where forhe of them feem
1o come, as if they were. proud -of the
privilege they had acquired, of mocking
the infufficiency of our laws, .and of
infulting that honourable Aﬂ'embly, by
their prefence.

In objection to this falutary change, it
bas.been often urged, “ That in a free
*¢ country like ours, the individuals have
* their legal tights. as well as'the flate;
¢ and that it is always matter of juft alarm
« whcn the {fupreme lcglﬂatwe power lays
« its heavy_hand upon -thofé rights, even,
« where there is reafon to believe that
t they have been abufed.” In this I
entirely agree. But when they proceed to
tell us, .That the Eaft-India Company .
*¢ have a legal right of making War and
«¢ Peace, and of pofiefling their territorial
¢ acquifitions, without the participation
« or infpection of the Britith Government,”
I find myfelf obliged to give my diffent.
The grounds of that diffent are to be-
found 'in the following Letter, written
. above
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above two ycars ago, when Sir Jomxy
Linpsay was appointed to command his
Majefty’s fhips in the Eaﬁ'-lndies; and
though the occafion which produces it
now, is fomewhat different from that
~which at firft gave birth to it; yet I
have fuffered it to appear before the
public in its original fhape; and the ra-
ther, becaufe in that fhape it recalls the
memory of a tranfattion, by which the
true fpirit of the Gentlemen who have
the management of the Company’s affairs
in Leadenhall-ftreet, had a fair opportunity
of difplaying itfclf. :

London, Feb. 18,
1772

A LETTER






A
1. E.T T..FE R
, TO THE
PROPRIETORS OF EAS’I: INDIA STOCK,

CONCERNING

The Company’s Rights of making Wir
and Peace, &c.

GENTLEMEN,

* 'Was at your general meeting on Tuef-
day laft, and find, by a letter fent that
day by Lorp WEyMouTH, thatthe

difpute which has for fome time fubfifted
between the Miniftry and. your Diretors
is now fully explained, and reduced to this
fingle quettion, Whether the officer appointed
to command bis Majefly's flips in the Eg?
ndies fhall be confulted, and have a woice, in
all ‘matters relative to peace and war in thofé
parts?. To which I find the leading men

B in
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in the Direttion are ve;'y defirous yon
fhould give a negative, faying, tbat the
King's Qffcer  fball be called in and caﬂizlted
by the Supervifors, whenever tbe_y bl fland in
need of bis advice .or affiffance, but that be
Jhould bave no vote in the deliberation.

T hefe are opinions very cffentially diffe-
rent from oneanother; and which of the
two will be moft conducive to the honour
and intereft of the Company will fall upon
you to determine at your next General
Court, which is to be called for that
purpofe. *

In the mean time, I could not hLglp
‘obferving the different 'tones ‘with ‘which
thofe different pretenfions were urged on
‘the fide of the Miniftry and on ‘the fide ‘of
the Directors : for ‘while his Majefty,
through his Secretary of ftate, defired, ina
moft gracious and condefcending manner,

that

* Tt was then determined that the King’s “officer thould °
uot be admitted to ‘any fhare with ‘the fervants of the
company, in their deliberations concerning peace or war..
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that the Dire&ors would albw bim fome
Jhareof power in the management of peace
or war, the Directors, as if they had meant
to exhibit to our view the Saturnalia of the
ancient Romans, told us in an elevated
frain, that they bad  already, by their
infructions, given as much power to the
King's officer gs they thought convenient, and
awere nat willing to give any mare.

Struck with the oddity of this fcene, I
was once on my legs toafk from whence
they derived _ thofe royal prerogatives of
making peace and war, which they had,
in fo unlimitted a manner, delegated to
Meflrs VANSITTART, SCRAFTON, and
ForpE, "and of which they were fo
unwilling to communicate a part to their
Sovereign ; hut-was faved that trouble by
one of the twénty four, who told us, - zAat .
be would, to the utmoft of bis power, fupport:
thefe rights of the Company, which were:
derived from alls of parlioment, and royal
Charters founded upon ails of parliament,

Having got {o far into this enguiry,

1 refolved
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I refolved to get to the bottom of it 5 and
accordingly, upon my return home,
gathered together all ‘the A&s of parlia-
ment, and all the royal Charters, that had
been made }cfpcétiﬁg this Company, and
will now communicate to you, my fellow
Proprietors, what has occurred ‘to me on
the perufal of them; that fuch of you, as
have not taken the fame pains, may be
enabled to judge, whether the pretenfions to
Sovereignty are beft founded at the eaft
or at the weft end of thq town.

The firft royal Charter given to #his
Company, and -the firft that was ever
founded on an A& of parliament, is that
of the tenth year of King Wirriam III.
in which all that is faid, with refpe@ to
' the powers of making peace or war, is
comprifed in the following words: *“ Such
< governors or gfficers fhall-and may, &ccara'ing.
“s.to the direciions of the fuid company, raife,
“ train and mufier fich military forces as flall
¢ and may be neceffary for the defence of the

-« fuid
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¥ fuid forts, places and plantations refpective-
¢ Jy.” Here is no power granted beyond
what every man feems to'derive from the
Great Charter of God; to wit, that of de-
fending himfelf in the beft manner he can,
when that hu‘man»power to which he owes
allegiance, and fromwhichhe has a rightto
expect protection, isat too greata diftance
to afford it tohim. Hereis not the leaft
hint of this Sovereign power being
deprived of the right of interpofing its
advice and afliftance, whenever it fhall
think fuch advice or afliftance ‘neceffary ;
on the contrary, as if the prefent ridicu-
culous difpute had been forefeen, the
following words are added: ** The  favereign
ge rzg/Jt, power “and donsinion over all the /Ezzd
S _fbrt:, p/aces and ])lan*atzom, to us, our
¢ beirs and fuccelfors, being always referved.”
In none of the fubfequent Charters is
there any thing worth obferving, with
regard to peace and war, ’till we come
to the Charter of the thirteenth of Kin};
GeaorcE L. and to that of the 26th of his
late
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late Majefly, commonly called t4e Charter
of. ﬁﬂfm where a variety of als of hoftility
are:permitted to the Company, but fill
firiftly confined  in their caufe, as in the
charter of King WiLLianm, to what is
defenfive and what is juf only. The words
axe— “ To affemble, exercife in arus, martial,
““.grray, and put in warlike pofture, the
“ inhabitants of the faid towns and places,
“ cither by fea ar land, for their. efpecial
““ defence and fafety, and to lead and conduck
¢ them, and ta encaunter, re:puﬁ, expel and
““ refft, by force of arms, as well by fea, as
¢ by land, and alfa to kill, flay and deﬂroy,
“ by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means
* whatfoever, all and every fuch perfon or.
£¢ perfons as fbal] or may, .at any time
$¢ bereafter, in a boflile manner, attempt
“or enterprize the defruélion, invafion,
“t detriment or annayance of any of aur fubjects
“ within the faid }aggn; and- fattaries. and
‘;\/i;;zitf, or any ¢f tb;ir ferg;gmt:, ar perfans
£ dea/ing awith them ;}nd in_ time of war,
“ar open baftility, to ufe and exercife martial

“ “ difcipline
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* difeipline and the law martial, in furh caofes
‘¢ as occafion fball neceffarily require andmay
< legally be done, and to take and furprize,
“ by all ways and means whatfoever, all and
“ every. fuch perfon or perfonsy ﬂpfb \their
¢ fhips, armour, ammunition, and qtbgr,gabdz,
“as. ftall in: boftile manner, dinvade or
S artempe she -defeating -or ¢ Mﬁ{g‘z of the
< Jaid towns-and plages, -or the burt of any of
¢ gur fubjects inbabiting there, or any gf tlzqr
‘¢ fervants, ‘or pe‘rﬁm emplayed by them, and,
4 upm JUST CAUSE, -fo invade axzda'_/ira]
¢ enemics of the fame.” :

Here feems to be .granted as grcat a
datitnde of -pillage and deftiruction as any
honeft - man coul_d' with.; and yet, in-lefs
than five years, thofe;gentlemen who had
the rmanagement of the Company’s.affairs
did not think it fufficient. This gave rife
to the Charter of the 3ift .of his late
Majefty, commonly called #4e Cbarier of
plunder 5 of which, asitis the main plllar
of the extravagint pretenfions of the
majority of .our :prefent fet of Directors,

. I fhall
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T fhall enter into a more particular
difcuflion, - and  fhall relate to you 1ts
hiftory, as well as its contents.

When, upon the defeat and murder’ of
SurajaH DoutLa in 1757, much plunder
was taken, fome territory acquired, and a
clear profpe&t opcned to the Con‘ipany, or,
to {peak more propérly, to the Servants of
the Company, of much more booty and
much more territory, they began to be
alarmed at their own good fortune;
apprehending, and not without reafon,
that the Britith government would claim
a thare in thofe acquifitions. So, to fecure
to themfelves whatever they mightacquire,
before the true value of it was known
and attended to, the Directors thought it
fit to apply by petition to his late Majefty.
" The particular purpofes of this petition
were; firft, to obtain an unlimited power
of making war and peace with every
Prince or people, not Chriftian, in the
Eaft Indies. To effet this, they thought

nothing
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nothing could be more conducive than a
precedent ; fo they began their petition by
fetting forth, “ That by feveral charters,
““or letters patent, granted by his Majefty's
““ royal predeceffors fo FORMER companies
“ trading to the Eaft Indies, fuch ForRMER
i Z‘ompanie; bave bad power to fend Jhips of
““ qvar to thelr  fettlementsin the Eaff Indies,
“ to raife and keep a military force, and to
“ make peace or war with any. Princes or
« people, not Chriflian, in any place of their
“ trade” ‘This power of making peace and
awar had never, as is here confefled, been
granted to #4s company; {o, to find what
is here alluded to, I was forced to fearch
into the charters of former companies, and,
at laft, found, in the charter of King
Cuariis II. to a Company, very differ-
ently conftituted from the prefent, the
following words: —  To give power and
“ quthority, by commiffion under their common
“ feal, or otherwife, to make peace or war
“ with any Prince or people, not Chry ians,
““ in any place of their trade, as fball be moft
C ¢ for
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s far the advantage and benefit of the Jfaid
3 Gozgef:nar and Company, and of their trade.”

—A power difhopourable to the Company

that defired, to the lawyer who penned,

and to the King who granted it. Yet fuch

a power did our direftors for the time

expect from King Grorge the {econd
But they miftook their King, who was too

‘well acquainted with the laws of buma,r_]ity

to empower a trading company to traffick

in the lives and fortunes of their fellow

creatures, upon fo unjuft and irrational a

diftinction as that of their not having

embraced a revelation, which, to their

great misfortune, had never been revealed

to them. And, if they wiftook the difpo-~

fition of their King in fuppoﬁng he might

confent to fucha chaster, they were ng

lefs miftaken in fuppofing that men of

liberal minds, like Mr. PraT< and Mr,

YorkE, then Attorney and Solicitor .
general, would ever lay fuch a charter

before him.‘ And accordingly, although

the preamble to their Petition was adopted

')‘,4 as

N
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as the preamble to the royal chaiter; the
unlimited powers alluded to in it were
never granted, or ever intehded; 4s will
more fully appear in the courfe of thefe.
obfervations. '

As to the body of this petition it was
made up of two articles, ofie refpecting
booty, the other refpeting territory.

Concerning the boaty, the words in
the petition run thus: * That’ your
 Majefty will be pleafed to grant to the
#¢ Faft India company,and their fucceffors,
“all fuch plunder and boaty as may be
“ taken by any of their land or fea forces
¢ from any of your Majefty’s enemies, or
“ the Indian enemies of the faid company,
¢ with the like exception as is contained .
“in your Majefty’s patent of the 17th
i Sep_ﬁcmber lat.” #  This claufe was

: admitted

.

. * The ‘patent here alluded to was given for the ﬁ;zgle
purpofe of diftributing certain baoty, already taken in the'
war carried on egainft the Natob Svrajan Dovia,
by théti{iug's fhips ander Admiral Watfon' in conjundion
with thz Company’s troops under Colonel Cliye.
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admitted into the charter with three
provifos, the reafons of which ate fet
forth by Mr. PRATT and Mr. YoRrkE in
a letter they wrote to his Majefty, Dec.
24th 1757, accompanying the draught of
the Charter.

The P}iqwsos are,

1. “ Provided thofe captures ar¢ made
“ within the limits of the charter.”

2. “ Provided thofe captures are made
¢ in a defenfive war, or during a ftate of
¢ hoftility, commenced merely for the pro-
¢ tection of their trade and fettlements.
““ This is agreeable, fay they, to the terms
““ and intention of all the charters given to the
« Company by your Majefly, or- your ro_yal
““ predeceffors, which empower them to make
“aar in the Eqft Indjes, only to recompenfe
““ themfelves for Ioffés, or torepel invaders.”
So that it is plain, from the opinions of
thofe learned gentlemen who framed this
charter, that the powers coﬁvcyed by
it, of making peace and war, are not
a jOt more extenfive than thofe ccnveyed

IO
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to them by the former charters, the nature
of which has been already explained.

3. ““ Provided that thofe captures are

“ made by the Colmpany’s forces alone,
“and not in conjun&ion with thofe
¢ commiffioned by your Majefty’s autho-
“ rity; whichwill leave it in your Majefty’s
¢ breaft, in cafe of joint expeditions, to
¢¢ diftribute the plunder or prizes made,
« amon_gf’r the officers, foldiers and fea-
““ men in your fervice, and thofe employ-
““ed by the Company, according to their
“ refpetive merits, in fuch manner as
‘“may be agreeable to yourroyal wifdom.?
Come we next to that part of the peti-
tion . concerning territory, which runs
thus : ‘¢ That they may hold and enjoy,
¢ {ubjeck to your Majefty’s right of fove-
“ reignty, all fuch fortrefles, diftricts
f¢ and territories, as they have acquired,
< or may hereafter acquire, from any
¢¢ nation, ftate or people; by treaty, graﬁt
¢ or conqueft; WiTH power to reftore,
H nge up, and dlfpofe of the fame, as they
* fhall

4
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¢ (hall from time to time fee occafiony
¢ fubje&t neverthelefs to your Majefty’s
*¢ difpofition and pleafure as to fuch lands
*¢ as may be acquired by conqueft from
*¢ the fubjeéts of any European power.”
The firft claufe of this part of the peti~
tion, concerning the Company’s obtaining
a right from his Majefty, of holding the
territories they might acquire, was en-
tirely rejeCted; and reafons given for the
rejection by Lis Majefty’s learned fervants,
in the following words: ¢ In refpe& to
¢ {uch territories as have been; or fhall
* be acquired, by treaty or grant, from
“ the great Mogul, or any of the Indian
 powers or gavernments, your Majefty’s
¢ letters patent are not neceffary, the
s¢ property of the foil vefting in the com«
$¢ pany by the Indian grant, * fubject only
“ ta
* The virtue here aferibed, by the Attorney and Soli~
gitor General, to grants fram Indian Princes, canonly be
meant of fuch as have been procured from Princes who arg
free from confiraint, and who are pofleft both of the Jegal
and a&tual power of making their comceffions good. But

of fuch grants the Eaft India company has npever been
: 3 honoured’
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“ to your Majefty’s right of fovereignty,
v over the fettlements, as Englith fettle-
*“ ments, and over the inhabitants, as; :
¢ Englifh fubje&s, who carry with them
¢ your Majefty’s laws wherever they form
““ colonies, and receive your Majefty’s pro-
“ teCtion by virtue of your royal charters.
“¢ With refpec to fuch places as have lately
‘ been acquired by conqueft, the property,
“as well as the dominion, vefts in your
“ Majefty, by virtue of your known pre-
“ rogative ; and, confequently, the Com-
“ pany can only derive a right to them
¢ through ‘your Majefty’s grant.  But we
“ fubmit our humble opinion to your
*¢ Majefty, that it is not warranted by
‘¢ precedent, nor agreeable to found policy,
““ nor to the tenor of the charters which
¢ have been laid before us, to make fuch
*¢ g general grant not only of pbai’c,, but of

“ future

konoured with }mil, except that of the Emperor
FURRUKSEER in 1715, when he beftowed upon them
Bfteen begas, or acres of land, whereverthey’ fhould have
agsafion to build fadtorics,
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*¢ future contingent conquefts, made upon
‘“ any power, Europcan or Indian, to a
¢ trading company. Many obje&ions
“ occur to it, more material to be weighed
“ than cxplained.. If at any time the Ealt
“India company, in the profecution of
¢ their juft rights, (hall chance to conquer
¢ a fortrefs or diftri& which may be con-
““ venient for carrying on their trade, and
““is afterwards either ceded to them by
“ treaty, or proper to bes maintained by
¢ force, it is time enough to refort te
« your Majefty, for your royal grant,
¢ whenever the cafe happens.”

The latter claufe, concerning the pewer
of reftoring, giving up, and difpofing of
what they might conquer, was granted.
It had been afked, upon a doubt that the
Company was not enabled, by any of their
then fubfifting charters, to yield up con-
quefts made on the Indian Princes or
Governments, without his Majefty’s li-
cence in every inftance, the procuring of

which might be attended with great
' delay
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delay in prefling exigencies : ~and it was
granted, as appears from the letter juft
cited, upon this humane principle, that
although it might be dangerous to encou-
rage the company to invade the lands of
their neighbours, by allowing them to
appropriate whatever they might fo lay
hold on; yet to encourage them to make
peace, could not be liable to objeétion ;
and the two learned gentlemen: obferve,
that without this power of ceding what they
had conquered, they might bave the permiffion
of making peace, without the means of ob-
taining it. I cannot, however, avoid ob-
ferving, that this power, without a parti-
cular attention from His Majefty, is fubject
to great abufe ; efpecially in'the hands, of
rapacious men, ’who, without caring for
what is to follow, are defirous of returning
to their own country with enormous {fums
of mone}.r acquired in a fhort time. The
power of difpofing of what they conquer
may eafily incline fuch men to conquer
Yands for the fake of difpofing of them to

D - the
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the beft bidder; and I am not fure but
that the annals of India have  already
furnithed examples ‘of fuch abufes *.
-“And, ‘indeed, without His Majefty’s
particular attention to the conduct of the
Baft:India Company ' abroad, not only
this, but 'all the former charters, might
ferve ‘as authority for every degree of
cruelty and rapine. It is faid, for in-
tance, that the Company’s officers may,
upon juff caufe; invade and: deftroy their
enemies: but it could never be meant
that they thould have the fole cognizance,
and be the fole judges of their own tranf+
greflions. Certainly not; for, if fo, the
fovereign power, cxprefly referved by the
Charters, would virtually * devolve upon
them : and they would be truly fovereign,
and' ‘anfwerable to God alone’ for thé
injuftice of their wars;  a  pretenfion

: ' which,

# See Mr. Bolts’s account of the ceflion of the Zemindary
of Bulwant Sing toSovjan aL Dovran. Confideratiogs
o j;'aﬂ-lm{ia affairs. Cbaf. iii. page 30.
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which I have not yet heard any Dxre&or
bold enough to affert. 55

To' return to my C’bnﬂ:r of Plunder. I t
appears to me, upon a full confideration
of it; with all its 'aCCOmpanimenés, ‘that
the Dire&ors were exceedingly unlucky in
having obtained it ; for it cerfainly does
not convey any Right of which they wef_;;
not pofleffed before’; but, on the contrary,
by their bringing forth this new chgrtér;
fo explained by thofe learned men, who
had the framing of it, and fo underftood
by the King when he gave it his Royal
fan&ion, they have leffened the validity
of King WirL1aM’s charter, by which
all their futare acquifitions feem to have
been fecured to them, as far as words can
go, in the moft unlimited manner. For
the charter of King WiLLIAM fays,- “ That
<< the Company fball be a-body politic and cor-
¢ porate, capaZ/e n law to bave, take, pur-
“ chafe, recerve, bold; keep, poffefs, enjoy and
“ retain, to and- for the ufe of them and their
¢ fu:cejﬂbr.r, any mamr:, meffiages, lands,

- rents,
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¢ yents, tenements, hberties, privileges, fran-
¢ ¢ebifes, bereditaments and poffeffions whatfo-
« ever, and of what kind, nature and qua-
“ ity foever 5 and moreover to purchafe and.
““ gequire all goods and chattels whatfoever,
““awherein they are not refirained by the faid
“ aét; and alfo to fell, grant, demife, alien
“ or difpofe of the fame manors, meffuages,
< lands, rents, tenements, liberties, privileges,
¢ franchifes, bereditaments, poffeffions, goods
“ and chattels, or any of them.” 'Here the
Company is authorized to zake, chuire and
retain, for their own ufe, all manner of lands,
rents or goods 5 and again, zo alien and difpofe
of, at their pleafure, all fuch lands, rents,
and goods 5 and this in fuch a profufion of
different terms, as if the whole words of
the language were to be guarantees for
this unlimited Right of acquiring and
alienating. It may be faid, indeed, and I
believe juftly, that King Wirriam and
his learned council had it not in their
gontemplation to permit, by any, or all of
thofe words, that the Kingdoms of Bengal,

: Bahar,
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Bahar, and Oriffa, -thould be claimed as
private property, or difpofed of as fuch,
by the Faft-India Company; or: that the
Crown fhould not claim a Right of being
confulted in the difpofal of them or their
revenues. Butthis refervation would have
equally fubfifted in° whatever words the
charter had been conceived, and would
equally fubfitt under any new charter ; the
elementary principles in every government
not only empowering, but requiring. the
fupreme power towave every confideration
of private Rights, whenever fuch private
Rights become, in a great degree, detri-
mental or dangerous to the public.

How far an A& of parliament might
limit His Majefty’s knawn prerogative of -
making peace or war in any particulag
part of the globe, I will not take upon
me to enquire. - The enquiry is altogether
foreign to the prefent fubject, as no fuch
A& of parliament can be here alledged.
The Right of appointing a fo/ Plenipo-

tentiary
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tentiary for treating’' with Indian, as well
as with other Princes, is certainly ftill
vefted in His Majefty ; but the excrcife
of fuch a Right would not fully anfwer
His Majefty’s gracious purpofe, which is
to aflift the Eaft-India Company, and to
aflift them in fuch a way as their own
knowledge in their own affajrs {hall point
out to the judgment .of his Servant, in
council and in concurrence with theirs.
Where there is 2 common intereft of fuch
great importance, found reafon feems to
demand, that the care and deliberation
concerning it fhould be in common like-
wife : and it is to our reafon His Majefty
is pleafed to appeal, not in the tone of an
imperious mafter to his fervants, but in
that of an  indulgent parext to his
children. '

You may perceive, my fellow Proprietors,
that in this long letter I have faid very
little with regard to the expediency or
utility of the propofed meafure. _ This is

owing
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owing to my having obferved, that the
controverfy; at our laft meeting, did not
turn upon that point, but barely upon the
impropriety of fuffering any encrpachment
to be made upon the Company’s eftablithed
Rights. Were any encroachment ‘intended\
upon the juft or legal Rights of the Com-
pany, there is no one would be feen more
forward in their defence than myfelf; both
as a friend to the Company, and asa friend
to'the ftate. The fecurity of private pro=
perty, and of private rights of every kind,
is the root of commerce, of papulation,
of riches, and of ftrength in-every flates
and the ftatefman, who takes any ftep by
which thofe private Rights are rendered
precarious, difcovers himfelf to be but.ill
qualified for the place he fills. - But here
is ‘no -fuch invafion attempted ; but, on
the contrary, an attempt of pfivatc perfons
to invade the Rights of the public, by
challenging to themfelves a prerogative
which belongs only to the heads of king-
doms and indepepdent Republics. I have,
therefore,

A

v
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therefore, endeavoured to thew you what
are in reality the Rights of the Eaft-India
Company with regard to making peace
and war, by queting what is to be found
in our feveral charters concerning them,
and fhall now recapitulate and fum up the
whole, by obferving :

That whatever paffages are to be found in
thofe charters concerning peace and war,
are merely emanationsof the royal Willand
Pleafure; no fuch being fpecified in the
A& of Parliament, which only authorizes
King WiLrLiaMm and his fucceffors to grant
to the Company, from time to time, by
their letters patent, fuch powers and pri-
vileges as to him or them'thall feem fitting.

That in none of thofe letters patent, or
charters, is it fdid, in exprefs terms, that
the Company is abfolutely empowered to
make war and peace; and that what is

_mentioned inthofe chartersconcerning acs
of hottility, is ftri@ly confined to fuch acts

~ of hoftility as are for the defence of the
Company’s property, retaliation of injuries,
: or
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or other juff cayfe, the judgment of
which cannot, in common fenfe, reft with
the Company ; but falls to His Majefty,
the fupreme Arbiter, by the Britith con-
ftitution, of all matters of peace and
war. '

That, although King WirLiam and
the fucceeding Kings of England, had not
exprefly referved to themfelves their fove-
reign Right and Authority over the Eaft-
Indian fettlements, and had granted to the
Company the moft -unlimited power of
making war and peace; yet could they
not, by any form of words, denude them-
felves of that fovercign power, and could
only be fappofed to have delegated it to
the Company, as to their Attorney or
Plenipotentiary, till fuch time as it fhould
be their royal pleafure to refume or limit
it. : :

That, as by the Charters of the .13th
of King Grorce the :firft, and of
the 27th of King GrorcEithe fecond,
the Company is authorized 70 fnvade and

1 1 dg/irgy
354768 '
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deftroy upon Fuft Coufe only, and are parti-
cularly amenable to His Majefty for any
breach of their Charter in this refpec, it
is perfe@ly regular and neceffary that His
Majefiy thould have complete knowledge,
from his own Officer, of the rife and pro-
grefs of altwars carried on in the Eaft-
Indies, in order to know what wars are
carried on in compliance with the terms
of the Charter, and what not.

And laflly, That when there is th;
greateft reafon to believe, that the Com-
pany’s Servants have made a greedy and
dangerous ufe of thofe powers, we ought
to admire His Majefty’s goodnefs, who,
inftead of depriving us of them a}together,
endeavours 'to. interpofe his fatherly care
-m prcvcntm“ any farther abufc of them,

Before I conclude this paper, give me
leave, my fellow Proprictors, to add one
general Obfervation, which ftruck m'c’
on comparing together the feveral Chartcrs;
f the Eaft- Indxa Company, Whlch is, thaz

-111
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in proportion as the rea/ power of the
Company increafed, its lega/ power and
authority have been diminithed. How
far it will be for the advantage of the
Proprietors, that Government fhould ftill
proceed in narrowing the bounds of the
Company’s authority, I will not now
enquire : but thofe who think farther
limitations difadvantageous, will, in my
humble opinion, find that the moft effectual
method to prevent them, will be by ufing
the power they flill poflefs, with juftice
and humanity towards thofe they call
their fubjeéts in India ; and with mo-
defty and obedience to thofe whom they
ought to confider as their Rulers in Great
Britain. Iam, with great (cfpc&,

Gentlemen,
Your moft obedient,
and moft humble Servant,
AN oLD PROPRIETQR,

London, Auguft 18,
1769.
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