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The purpose of this new edition of the encyclope-
dia is to respond to the growing need for an up-
to-date, comprehensive compendium of knowledge
about the Middle East and North Africa, from 1800
to the present. Indeed, much has changed in the
Middle East since the first edition was published in
1996. The then leaders of Jordan, Morocco, and
Syria have died and their sons have come to power.
There have been two new prime ministers in Israel.
Israeli—Palestinian negotiations failed at the Camp
David summit in 2000 and were followed by the al-
Agsa Intifada. The events of II September 2001
triggered the United States’ invasion of Afghanistan
and Iraq, which resulted in the downfall of the Tal-
iban and Saddam Hussein, and in the dispersion of

Osama bin Ladin’s al—Qacida.

The encyclopedia is as timely as ever. During
the United States—Iranian crisis in 1979, a Washing-
ton Post editor, Meg Greenfield, pointed out in her
26 March Newsweek column (p. 116) that there are
two things to say about American involvement in the
Middle East: “One is that no part of the world is
more important to our well being at the moment—
and probably for the foreseeable future. The other
is that no part of the world is more hopelessly and
systematically and stubbornly misunderstood by us.”
In the wake of the tragedy of September 11, and the
misunderstanding and hostility it generated towards
Islam and the Muslim world among some groups,
primarily in the United States, Greenfield’s com-

ment is as relevant and prescient now as it was then.

Coverage

This encyclopedia seeks to summarize and organize
the most significant factual and analytical knowledge
available on the subject and to present it in a read-
able style that is accessible to high school students,
college students, and general readers. The four-
volume encyclopedia contains one million words in
some 3,000 entries written by approximately 400
scholars of diverse backgrounds and specialization.
Entries range in length from 200 to 5,000 words,
and about a third of them are biographies. One half
of the 3,000 entries are new or have been partly or
substantially updated. The revised articles are

signed by the original authors, with the new authors’

ix



INTRODUCTION

names preceded by the phrase “Updated by.” Such
entries include chronological data or other infor-

mation that did not appear in the first edition.

A number of techniques have been employed to
make the work as “user friendly” as possible. The
articles are alphabetically ordered, although the al-
prefix (which is the equivalent of the English word
the) in some words should be disregarded. For ex-
ample, al—Qa(ida would be found under Q, not A.
Each entry is introduced by a brief summary. Arti-
cles are cross-referenced to related entries in two
ways. First, at the end of most entries, the reader is
guided to a list of other, related articles. Second,
throughout the work, alternative words or phrases
for subjects are listed as “blind entries” within the
alphabetical sequence, and are followed by direc-
tions that will send the reader to the appropriate es-
say. For example, a researcher seeking information
on census data would encounter the following:

“Census: See Population.”

A selected bibliography follows the longer es-
says. These bibliographies direct the reader to ad-
ditional works in English that the interested reader
might profitably consult for further information on
the topic. The appendices include a glossary, ge-
nealogies, a list of the contributors to the encyclo-
pedia, alist of all the entries, and a conceptual index
of some 185 pages, one of the most thorough and
useful in any work of this kind. Maps accompany
country articles, and hundreds of newly acquired
photographs of ordinary people, leaders, sites, and

events enrich the text.

The articles cover a wide variety of topics in the
fields of politics, history, economics, religion, so-
ciology, geography, literature, fine arts, and many
others. They also review twenty-three countries—all
but one (Israel) predominantly Muslim. Coverage
extends from Afghanistan, Iran, and Turkey to the
Fertile Crescent (including Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
Israel, Palestinian territories, and Egypt) and to
North African states such as Libya, Algeria, and Mo-
rocco. While each country is presented in depth, the
Editorial Board decided that Western readers are
likely to require more information on some coun-
tries than on others because of their historic sig-
nificance or contemporary role in the region. For
example, the entries covering Israel, Egypt, Iran,

Turkey (including the Ottoman Empire), Iraq, his-

toric Palestine, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and
the countries of North Africa have been allocated
longer and more entries, whereas Cyprus and Mau-

ritania have been given less space in these volumes.

Besides allowing us to update the factual data
of the original edition, revising the encyclopedia
has provided the opportunity to include new arti-
cles on topics that were previously neglected or
underrepresented. For example, we have added ap-
proximately 200 biographies of women and their
organizations, and a number of long articles on
gender, such as gender and education, law, politics,
and economy. In addition, we have added dozens of
profiles of Islamic scholars, organizations, theolo-
gians, and activists that had been overlooked in the

first edition.

This edition of the encyclopedia has also squarely
addressed certain sensitive topics and terms, such as
terrorism. This edition calls “terrorism” by its
name, not just “military action,” and the ritual sex-
ual maiming of women is called “female genital mu-
tilation,” rather than empioying the coidiy clinical
term, “circumcision.” Sensitive topics, such as the
war in Iraq (2003) and the Palestinian al-Nakba
(“the disaster”), are explained and discussed openly,

as are the Armenian genocide and anti-Semitism in

the Arab world.

As editor, I have tried neither to reconcile in-
consistencies nor to arbitrate between differing in-
terpretations that have been offered by my colleagues,
the contributors to this work. The reader will find
a variety of quantitative references and data sets—
populations, casualties, refugees—invoked in sup-
port of the arguments presented in each article. At
times, the interpretations of events, treaties, con-
cepts, and personalities offered by individual con-
tributing authors diverge from or even conflict with
one another. This diversity of voices and interpre-
tations not only reflects the state of modern Mid-
dle Eastern scholarship, it enriches it and helps to

stimulate further research.

I have tried to follow two simple guidelines in
selecting the scholars who would write the entries.
First, I recognized that a reference work is a forum
for knowledge based on consensus, not a forum for
new ideas and theories, for which there are many

journals. Of course, a new emerging consensus
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must be reflected in any reference work, and this
edition of the encyclopedia provides as wide a view
of the field as is supported by rigorous scholarship.
Second, I have favored scholars who base their re-
search and analysis on primary material and origi-
nal languages, and who have a proven record of
adhering to high scholarly standards. I have also fa-
vored non-partisan scholars who were critical yet
empathetic with the people about whom they were

writing.

However, some topics are difficult to treat in a
non-partisan way, even by scholars. For instance,
the encyclopedia includes a considerable amount of
coverage on the Palestine problem and Arab—Israeli
conflict. In my view, many scholars on these topics
are overwhelmed by ideology and emotion, which
leads them, at times, to offer the (respective) na-
tional narratives rather than the historical record.
Although this tendency began to change in the late
1980s, when mainly Israeli historians began to chal-
lenge the national myths and distortions present in
the history of the conflict, it is nonetheless unavoid-

able in much Middle Eastern scholarship, even today.

Though comprehensive, this encyclopedia can-
not be considered complete, nor is it immune from
errors. We welcome readers to send their comments
and corrections to Macmillan, for possible use in
future editions. Of course, as with all reference
works, this encyclopedia should be used as a gate-
way to knowledge that is found in more detailed
books, such as those suggested in the bibliographies
that accompany the articles.

Transliteration

The Editorial Board has preferred precision and
consistency in the representation of non-English
terms, and has generally tried to follow the modi-
fied system of the International Journal of Middle East Stud-
ies and Engyclopedia Judaica. However, we have chosen
not to apply these systems universally, for a num-
ber of reasons. Many place-names and historical
personalities are familiar to the Western reader by
their English or French forms rather than by the
more technically correct transliteration of their
Arabic, Hebrew, Turkish, or Persian names. Thus,
we have used the familiar English form, Beirut, rather
than the more correct transliteration of Bayrut. Sim-

ilarly, we have chosen to use the more familiar

INTRODUCTION

Boumedienne to refer to the Algerian leader more
properly called Abu Midyan. Further complicating the
transliteration problem is the fact that people from
the region often ignore generally accepted practices
in spelling the names of places, persons, and things.
In such cases we have often adopted local usage.
When the correct spelling is not known, we have
spelled it according to the generally accepted stan-
dard. Where possible, we have provided alternative
spellings, either within individual essays or as blind

entries.

We have, thus, favored ease of use over schol-
arly consistency in our presentation of transliter-
ated words, because this work is for the general
reader rather than for the specialist. This editorial
choice is also evident in our treatment of diacriti-
cal marks in Arabic words. Dots under consonants
and lines over vowels (macrons) have not been used,
because they mean little to anyone not familiar with
Arabic. For the same reason, we have excluded the
“ayn” (pronounced in the back of the throat) and
“hamza” (a glottal stop) symbols from the beginning
and end of words, although we have generally re-
tained these two marks in the middle of words in
order to distinguish clearly between the letters on

either side of the symbols.
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AARONSOHN FAMILY

Early Jewish settlers who founded Zikhron Ya‘acov and
the NILI spy ring.

Ephraim Fishel Aaronsohn (1849-1939) and his
wife, Malka, immigrated to Palestine from Bacau,
Romania, in 1882 together with their son, Aaron
(1876-1919), in order to fulfill their dream of re-
turning to the land. Fishel was a founder of a new
settlement, Zikhron Ya‘acov, and became a farmer.
Aaron was educated in the settlement and in France,
and became a prominent agronomist. The parents
subsequently bore another son, Alexander (1888—
194.8), and a daughter, Sarah (1890—1917).

Aaron and Sarah are the best known of the fam-
ily. Aaron’s reputation as an agronomist won him
an invitation from the United States Department of
Agriculture to meet with U.S. agricultural experts.
During his visit to the United States in 1909 he also
met with prominent Jewish leaders, with whom he
discussed his ideas for agricultural experimentation
and cultivating Palestine. The outbreak of World
War I convinced Aaron that his ideas would never
be realized under the Turks, and in 1915 he re-
cruited a number of close friends and family mem-
bers to found a Jewish espionage group whose
objective was to spy on the Turks and provide secret
information to British officials of the Arab Bureau
in Cairo. The name of the group was NILI, which
is an acronym for the text of I Samuel 15:29: “The
eternity (or ‘victory’ or ‘strength’) of Israel will not
lie.” When Sarah learned that the network had been
uncovered by the Turks, she disbanded the group.
She was arrested in her home in Zikhron Ya‘acov
on I October 1917 and was tortured for four days,
but rather than disclose the names of her comrades,

she committed suicide.

NILI was shunned by Chaim Weizmann and
many in the leadership of the Zionist Organization
(later known as the World Zionist Organization).
On the other hand, the significance of the infor-
mation uncovered by NILI has been attested to by
various British military officers, including General
George Macdonogh, Field Marshall Edmund Henry
Allenby, and Colonel Richard Meinertzhagen.

|
1




ABADAN

Aaron was a passenger in a Royal Air Force mail
delivery airplane that went down in the English
Channel on 15 May 1919. For years afterward there
were rumors that he had been purposely killed by
the British, but no evidence to support the allega-
tions was ever found; on the contrary, extensive in-

vestigations concluded that his death was accidental.

See also WEIZMANN, CHAIM.
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CHAIM 1. WAXMAN

ABADAN

A city with large oil refineries and an island in the
province of Khuzistan in southwest Iran.

The island of Abadan is 40 miles long and from 2
to I2 miles wide. The island is bounded by the
Shatt al-Arab River on the west, the Karun River
on the north, and the Persian Gulf on the south.
The city, 9 miles from the northwestern tip of the
island, was first mentioned by Muslim geographers
during in the mid-ninth century. In medieval times
it was of importance to travelers and navigators as a
source of woven straw mats, supplier of salt, and

center of shipping and navigation.

The modern city that developed after 1910 was
due to the oil industry. The first oil refinery, which
was opened by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in
1912 with an annual capacity of 120,000 tons, grew
into one of the world’s largest refineries by the
1960s. Abadan’s population grew with its economic
development. In 1948 refinery employees formed
one-third of the city population of about 100,000.

By the 1950s the city’s population reached about
220,000, and in 1976 it was 296,000, making
Abadan the fifth largest city in the country. In Au-
gust 1978 more than 400 persons burned to death
in a fire at an Abadan cinema. This incident be-

came a precursor to the 1979 revolution.

The Iran—Iraq War (1980-1988) heavily dam-
aged the refinery as well as the city. Most of the pop-
ulation fled during the war, but some returned
during the 1990s, when most of the city was recon-

structed.

Because it is an industrial islet heavily influ-
enced by foreign capitalist enterprise that uses the
country’s unskilled labor and raw material, Abadan’s
social structure is strongly segregated ethnically and
economically. According to the 1996 census, the
population of the reconstructed city was 206,073.

See also KHUZISTAN.

PARVANEH POURSHARIATI

ABANE, RAMDANE

See FRONT DE LIBERATION NATIONALE (FLN)

ABASIYANIK, SAIT SAIK

See LITERATURE: TURKISH

ABASSI, MADANI

See MADANTI, ABASSI AL-

ABAYA

See CLOTHING

ABBAS, FERHAT
[1899-1985]

Leading Algerian nationalist and statesman.

Ferhat Abbas was born in Taher to a family identi-
fied with French colonial rule. His father was a
member of the Legion of Honor and served as a
Qa)id or caid (administrator under the French). In
1909, Abbas entered the lycée at Philippeville (now
Skikda) in Algeria. Following three years in the
French army medical service, he enrolled in the

pharmacy school at the University of Algiers.
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Abbas’s political career evolved from an earnest
assimilationist to a reluctant revolutionary. In his
first book, Le jeune Algérien: De la colonie vers la province
(1931), he criticized the failure of French colonial-
ism to live up to its assimilationist ideals. Along with
Dr. Mohammed Saleh Bendjelloul, Abbas led the
Fédération des Elus indigénes (founded in 1927),
which continued to espouse the moderate reforms
called for by the Jeunes Algériens (Young Algeri-
ans). Abbas embraced the ill-fated Blum-Viollette
Plan, which would have granted full French citi-
zenship to 20,000 to 30,000 assimilated Algeri-
ans. The failure of the Blum-Viollette Plan split the
moderates as Bendjelloul founded the Rassemble-
ment Franco-Musulman Algérien (Assembly of
French-Muslim Algerians), while Abbas organized
the Union Populaire Algérien (Algerian People’s
Union, UPA), a party that began to affirm a sepa-
rate Algerian identity while calling for full citizen-
ship for all Muslims. This marked the redefinition
of Abbas’s position that he had presented in the fed-
eration’s newspaper, Entente, where he wrote that he
was unable to locate a historical Algerian nation and

therefore tied Algeria’s future to France.

Abbas volunteered at the beginning of World
War 11, but he was alienated by the Nazi occupation
of France, Vichy government administration, and
then by Free French general Henri Giraud’s disin-
terest in reform while concurrently exhorting Mus-
lims to enlist (though not on an equal basis) and
sacrifice their lives. Abbas reacted by presenting the
“Manifeste du peuple algérien” (Manifesto of the
Algerian People) in February 1943, followed by a
more explicit supplement called the “Projet de ré-
formes faisant suite au Manifeste” (Project of Re-
forms Made Following the Manifesto) in May. These
documents called for an autonomous Algerian state

that was still closely associated with France.

Charles de Gaulle’s ordinance of 7 March 194.4.
went beyond the provisions of the Blum-Viollette
Plan, but it no longer corresponded to the aspira-
tions of the nationalist elite. In March 194.4., Abbas
organized the Association des Amis du Manifeste et
de la Liberté (Friends of the Manifesto and of Lib-
erty, AML), which briefly unified the Muslim na-
tionalist movements under the leadership of Messali
al-Hadj. Under Messalist pressures, the AML took
a more radical position, calling for an Algerian gov-

ernment that reduced the attachment with France.

ABBAS, FERHAT

Ferhat Abbas was named on 18 September 1958 to serve as the
first president of the Algerian Constituent Assembly. He held this
position until 1961. Abbas’s political career reflected his interests
for political reforms, middle-class moderation, and the
assimilation of Algerians and the French. © HULTON-DEUTSCH
COLLECTION/CORBIS. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION.

The deportation of Messali in April 1945 con-
tributed to the bloody uprising at Setif and Guelma
in May. Abbas was placed under house arrest. After
being freed, he founded the Union Démocratique
du Manifeste Algérien (Democratic Union of the
Algerian Manifesto, UDMA) in 1946. The UDMA
sought a sovereign Algerian state responsible for in-
ternal affairs while being a member of the French
union. Abbas was also elected to the Second French
Constituent Assembly. He served as a member of

the Muslim College of the Algerian Assembly from
1947 to 1955.

During the first eighteen months of the Alger-
ian War of Independence (1954-1962), Abbas
attempted to act as an intermediary between the
Front de Libération Nationale (National Liberation
Front, FLN) and the French, but in April 1956 he
joined the FLN with other moderates and declared
that it was the only representative force for the lib-

eration of the country.

Appreciating his international prestige, on I9

September 1958 the FLN appointed Abbas president
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of the Gouvernement Provisoire de la République
Algérienne (Provisional Government of the Alger-
ian Republic, GPRA). In January 1961, he partici-
pated in a continental conference to establish an
African Charter. Abbas signed an agreement with
King Hassan II of Morocco in July 1961 to settle
border disputes after the end of the war of inde-
pendence. In August, he was replaced by the more
radical Ben Youssef Ben Khedda as president of the
GPRA. The ouster of Abbas and the moderates sig-
naled an important change in the FLN.

In fall 1962, Abbas was elected president of
Algeria’s National Constituent Assembly. He envi-
sioned a democratic parliamentary form of govern-
ment, which permitted political pluralism. His
liberal democratic ideals were anachronistic com-
pared to the revolutionary objectives of the younger
elite (e.g., Premier Ahmed Ben Bella), which were
based on those of Egypt’s President Gamal Abdel
Nasser. The construction of a constitution that
ignored the Constituent Assembly and the grow-
ing authoritarianism of Ben Bella led to Abbas’s
resignation in August 1963. He was subsequently
removed from the FLN. This was a symbolic repu-
diation of a revolutionary heritage that had aimed

at liberal reform and close ties with France.

Abbas’s opposition to Ben Bella led to his ar-
rest in 1964.. After Houari Boumédienne took over
the government in June 1965, Abbas was released,
but he refused to serve the military government. In
March 1976, he joined Ben Khedda, Hocine La-
houel, and Mohamed Kheireddine in signing a
manifesto entitled “New Appeal to the Algerian
People.” This courageous act condemned the lack
of democratic institutions in Algeria, opposed the
growing hostility between Algeria and Morocco over
the decolonization of western Sahara and called for
Maghrib (North African) unity. Abbas was again

placed under house arrest.

Ferhat Abbas’s contributions to the creation of
the Algerian state were publicly acknowledged in
the “enhanced” National Center of 1986, which was
published about two weeks after his death. Besides
Le jeune Algérien (1931), Abbas was the author of sev-
eral important works: Guerre de Révolution d’Algérie: La
nuit coloniale (1962) and Autopsie d’une guerre: L'aurore
(1980) reflect upon the war years. In L'indépendance
confisquée, 1962—1978 (1984.), Abbas expressed his

disillusionment with postcolonial Algeria, but he
also dedicated the book to the emerging new gen-
eration. In some ways, his call for youth to restore
the true meaning of the revolution has been heard
since the October 1988 riots.

See also ALGERIA; AMIS DU MANIFESTE ET DE
LA LIBERTE; BEN BELLA, AHMED; BEN
KHEDDA, BEN YOUSSEF; BLUM—VIOLLETTE
PLAN; BOUMEDIENNE, HOUARI; FRONT DE
LIiBERATION NATIONALE (FLN); HADJ, MES-
SALI AL-; HAssAN II; LAHOUEL, HOCINE;
MAGHRIB; NASSER, GAMAL ABDEL; SETIF;
UNION DEMOCRATIQUE DU MANIFESTE AL-
GERIEN (UDMA); YOUNG ALGERIANS.
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ABBAS HILMI I

Viceroy of Egypt, 1848—1854.

Son of Tusun and grandson of Muhammad Ali,
Hilmi Abbas was born in Alexandria (or, some
sources say, Jidda) and reared in Cairo. A cavalry
officer, he accompanied his uncle, Ibrahim Pasha,
on his Syrian campaign, served as temporary
governor-general of Egypt when Muhammad Ali
went to the Sudan in 1839, and succeeded Ibrahim
as viceroy upon his death in November 184.8.

Abbas was viewed by many Europeans as a reac-
tionary because he dismantled some of his grandfa-
ther’s Westernizing reforms and dismissed most of
the French advisers to the Egyptian government (his
policies tended to be pro-British and anti-French),
but he reduced taxes on the peasants. He awarded a
concession to an English company to build Egypt’s
first railroad, connecting Cairo and Alexandria.
The land route from Cairo to Suez was also im-
proved. He sought the support of the Ulama (Is-
lamic clergy) and the Sufi orders. He laid the
cornerstone for the Sayyida Zaynab Mosque, a pop-
ular shrine, in Cairo. Abbas sent troops to fight on
the side of the Ottoman Empire against Russia in

the Crimea, where they suffered heavy casualties.
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His policies antagonized many members of the
Muhammad Ali dynasty, and he died in Banha in

1854 under mysterious circumstances.

See also IBRAHIM IBN MUHAMMAD ALI;
MUHAMMAD ALI; ULAMA.
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ABBAS HILMI 11
[1874-1944]

Egypt’s khedive (viceroy), 1892—1914.

Born in Cairo, Abbas Hilmi was the seventh mem-
ber of the Muhammad Ali dynasty to serve as viceroy
of Egypt but the first whose whole term of office co-

ABBAS HILMI II

incided with Britain’s military occupation of the
country. A high-spirited youth inclined to nation-
alism when he succeeded his father, Tawfiq, Abbas
soon clashed with the British consul-general, Lord
Cromer, over the appointment of Egypt's new
prime minister. The two men agreed finally on
a compromise premier, Mustafa al-Riyad, but
Cromer had persuaded his government to enlarge
the British occupation force.

In 1894 Abbas, while on an inspection tour of
Upper Egypt, quarreled with the commander of the
Egyptian army, Sir Herbert (later Lord) Kitchener,
over what he viewed as the poor performance of the
British-officered units. Kitchener offered to re-
sign, but Cromer made Abbas issue a statement ex-
pressing his satisfaction with all the units of his
army—a public admission of surrender. Unable to
confront Britain directly, he formed a secret soci-
ety that evolved into the National Party, which ini-
tially placed its hopes on French support.

Born on 14 July 1874, Abbas Hilmi II succeeded his father as ruler of Egypt from 7 January 1892 until 18 December 1914, following
the declaration of a British Protectorate over Egypt. He abdicated all his powers in 1931. © BETTMANN/CORBIS. REPRODUCED BY

PERMISSION.
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When France’s challenge to Britain’s predomi-
nance in the Nile valley waned after the 1898
Fashoda incident, Khedive Abbas moved away from
the Nationalists, who were turning to pan-Islam and
to appeals for constitutional government. After the
Dinshaway incident, he briefly resumed his oppo-
sition to the British by helping the Nationalists to
publish daily newspapers in French and English.
After Cromer retired, however, he was lured away
from nationalism by the friendlier policies pursued
by the new British consul, John Eldon Gorst. In
1908, he named a new cabinet headed by Boutros
Ghali, a Copt (Christian) who favored the British.
Abbas adopted a policy increasingly hostile to the
Nationalists, reviving the 1881 Press Law, prosecut-
ing the editor of al-Liwg, and promulgating the Ex-
ceptional Laws after the I9IO assassination of
Boutros Ghali by a Nationalist. When Gorst died
and was succeeded by Lord Kitchener, Abbas again
broke with the British. His hope of using the 1913
Organic Law to bring his supporters into the new
Legislative Assembly was only partly successful, since
Sa‘d Zaghlul, an old enemy, emerged as its leading

spokesman.

When World War I broke out in 1914, he was in
the Ottoman capital of Istanbul recovering from an
assassination attempt. The British forbade him to
return to Egypt, using the entry into war of the Ot-
toman Empire on their enemy’s side as a pretext to
depose him and sever Egypt’s residual Ottoman ties.
The former khedive spent most of the war years in
Switzerland—plotting at first with the Nationalists to
engineer an uprising in Egypt against the British;
then with the Germans to buy shares in several Paris
newspapers to influence their policies in a pacifist
direction; and then with the British to secure the
succession of his son to what had become the sul-

tanate of Egypt.

After all these intrigues failed, Abbas returned
to Istanbul and cooperated with the Central Powers
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman
Empire) until their final defeat (1918). He tried for
several years to regain control of his properties in
Egypt, but finally accepted a cash settlement and
went into business in Europe. He attempted to me-
diate the Palestine question and supported a Mus-
lim organization. He then backed the Axis powers
(Germany, Japan, and Italy) early in World War 11
(1939). Although energetic and patriotic, he failed

to stem British moves to strengthen their military

occupation of Egypt.

See also DINSHAWAY INCIDENT (1906); GORST,
JoHN ELDON; MUHAMMAD ALI; RIYAD,
MUSTAFA AL-; ZAGHLUL, SAD.
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ABBAS, MAHMUD

A founder of al-Fatah, first Palestinian prime minister.

Mahmud Abbas (also called Abu Mazin or Abu
Mazen) was born in Safed (in Hebrew, Zefat), now
in northern Israel but then in the British mandate
of Palestine. As a result of the Arab—Israel War of
1948, he became a refugee and ended up working
in the Gulf oil states. He eventually obtained his
doctorate in Israeli studies in the Soviet Union.
During the late 1950s, Abbas began organizing
Palestinians in Saudi Arabia and in Qatar. After
suffering the disappointment of the Egyptian and
Palestinian defeat by Israel in the Arab—Israel War
of 1956, he joined Yasir Arafat, Khalil al-Wazir,
Salah Khalaf, and others in forming the group al-
Fatah.

He has remained one of the most senior al-Fatah
members since then. After Israel’s assassination of
al-Wazir (known as Abu Jihad) in 1988, Abbas be-

came Arafat’s closest political strategist.

Abbas became the principal Palestinian archi-
tect of the 1993 peace accords concluded between
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization.
He, along with Israel’s Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres, signed the 13 September 1993 Oslo Accord
in Washington, D.C. Although he expressed some
dissatisfaction with the course of the peace process
thereafter, Abbas remained committed to it. The al-
Agsa Intifada, which broke out in September 2000,
all but destroyed the peace process and led the
United States and others to exert tremendous pres-

sure on Palestinian Authority (PA) president Arafat
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to create the office of prime minister within the PA,
a position that would control the PA’s security
forces. In April 2003 Arafat appointed Abbas as
prime minister. Abbas sought to control the secu-
rity apparatus, while Arafat tried to keep as much
control over events in the PA as possible. Tension
mounted between the two over Abbas’s candidate for
the position of minister of the interior. Abbas’s ul-
timate failure to dislodge the security apparatus
from Arafat’s control and thus assume meaningful
powers as prime minister, along with Israel’s con-
tinuing hard line toward the Palestinians in light of
the suicide bombings it was sustaining, led Abbas to
resign his position in September 2003 after serv-

ing only for a few months.

See also AQSA INTIFADA, AL-; ARAB—ISRAEL
WAaR (194.8); ARAFAT, YASIR; FATAH, AL-;
KHALAF, SALAH; OSLO Accorp (1993);
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION
(PLO); PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY; PERES,
SHIMON; WAZIR, KHALIL AL-.
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ABBAS MIRZA, NA’EB AL-SALTANEH

Crown prince of Iran and military leader of its forces
against Russia.

Abbas Mirza was the son of Fath Ali Shah Qajar (r.
1797-1834). In 1799, Abbas Mirza was declared the
crown prince and became the governor of Azerbai-
jan, with Mirza Bozorg Qa)em Magam as his min-
ister and mentor. Beginning in 1804, Iran became
involved in a long, disastrous war with Russia in the
Caucasus, which was under Iranian rule. The war
ended in 1813 with defeat for Iran. Under the Treaty
of Golestan, Iran ceded Georgia, Darband, Baku,
Shirvan, Ganjeh, Karabagh, and Moghan to Rus-
sia. Boundaries were not well defined, which gave a
pretext for the renewal of war by 1824.. Abbas Mirza
led the Iranian forces, which were no match for the
better-equipped Russians. Iran was defeated in 1828,
and Tabriz, Abbas Mirza’s capital, was occupied.

ABBUD, IBRAHIM

The Treaty of Turkmanchai, which ended the war,
had dire consequences for Iran: It agreed to cede all
the areas north of the Aras River; accept indemnity
and capitulatory clauses; and pay 5 million tumans
(approximately $10 to $25 million) to Russia before
Tabriz was evacuated. As a result, not only was Iran’s
economy undermined, but also the indemnity and
capitulatory clauses served as a model for all future

treaties with European nations.

In the years that followed the treaty, Abbas Mirza
tried to pacify eastern Iran, where rebellion was un-
dermining governmental authority. He also set out
to reestablish Iranian rule over Herat, now in north-
west Afghanistan. He died during the second expe-
dition, and his father, Fath Ali Shah, declared
Abbas Mirza’s son, the future Mohammad Shah Qa-

jar, the new crown prince.

During his years as crown prince, Abbas Mirza
had come into contact with many European envoys
because he often carried out diplomatic negotia-
tions for the shah. He believed that Iran needed to
modernize its army and governmental administra-
tion. He employed European military advisers to-
ward this end, first from France, then from Britain.
He also sent Iranian students to Britain to study
such subjects as medicine, arms manufacture, lan-
guages, and the arts, and he subsidized the transla-
tion of several useful books. His untimely death

ended any positive results from this pursuit.

See also FATH ALI SHAH QAJAR; QAJAR Dy-
NASTY; TURKMANCHAI, TREATY OF (1828).
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ABBUD, IBRAHIM

Ruler of the Sudan, 1958—1964.

Born in a village on the Red Sea and educated

in Khartoum at Gordon Memorial College (now
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Khartoum University) and the military college,
Ibrahim Abbud joined the Egyptian army in 1918
and later served with the Sudan Defense Force.
During World War II he became the highest-ranking
Sudanese officer. In 1956, he became commander-
in-chief of the armed forces, when the Sudan be-

came an independent republic.

After he engineered the coup d’état with the
support of senior politicians in 1958, he headed the
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, which ruled
the country for six years. Abbud suspended the con-
stitution, closed parliament, and banned political
parties and trade unions. He negotiated an accord
with Egypt to reapportion the use of the Nile wa-
ters, but his hard-line policy toward the south,
which included the forced Arabization of schools
and government offices and the placement of
restrictions on Christian institutions, led to an es-
calation in fighting in that region, an overall dete-
rioration in the economy, and protests in northern
cities. He was overthrown in 1964 during mass
demonstrations, led by students, professionals, and
trade unions, which sought a return to democracy
and the undertaking of diplomatic efforts to resolve
the civil war in the south. Abbud was not forced into
exile or even arrested; he was allowed to resign and

to receive his pension.
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ABD AL-AZIZ IBN AL-HASSAN
Sultan of Morocco, 1894—1908.

A young boy at the death of his father, Hassan I, in
1894, Abd al-Aziz assumed the powers of sultan in
1900 upon the death of the regent, Ahmad ibn
Musa. Under Ibn Musa, the modernizing reforms
of Hassan had been undermined by social and eco-
nomic changes, and Morocco became increasingly
vulnerable to European imperialist ambitions. In
1900, France annexed the Saharan oasis of In Salah,
previously claimed by Morocco, as well as territory

along the Algeria—Morocco frontier.

This inaugurated the Moroccan Question, a pe-
riod of rising European imperialist ambitions
(1900-1912). Abd al-Aziz’s lack of experience and
penchant for European ways permitted European
speculators and business interests to take advantage
of the situation. It also contributed to undermin-
ing his legitimacy. More important was the incom-
petent way a new universal tax on agriculture, the
tartib, was introduced, which provoked revolts in sev-
eral districts. The most important of these was the
1902 rebellion led by Abu Himara, whose victories
enabled him to pose a long-term challenge to the
regime. Following Moroccan attacks on Europeans,

there were several important diplomatic crises.

The Moroccan crisis deepened in 1904 when,
after complex French diplomatic maneuvers, Spain,
Italy, and Britain renounced their claims to Mo-
rocco (although Spain’s renunciation did not last).
France sought rapidly to capitalize on the situation.
It negotiated a major loan agreement with the bank-
rupt Moroccan government, thus gaining a domi-
nant position in Moroccan finances. It also issued
an ultimatum that Morocco adopt a French reform
proposal, which would have amounted to it becom-
ing a virtual protectorate. Seeking to stave off the
French proposals, Abd al-Aziz referred them to an
assembly of notables, or mgjles, in 1905, while seek-

ing diplomatic support from Germany.

Despite German intervention and the conven-
ing of the international Algeciras Conference
(1906), however, Morocco was forced to accept the
substance of France’s proposals. Eventually Abd al-
Aziz was compelled to sign the Act of Algeciras
(1906) over the vociferous objections of the Mo-
roccan elite. By doing this, he fatally undermined

his regime.

In the post-Algeciras period, a new French ag-
gressiveness and the breakdown of rural security
gave rise to attacks on French citizens. The landing
of French troops at Oujda and Casablanca (1907%)
led to uprisings in both districts. More importantly,
in August 1907, it provoked the rebellion of his
brother, Abd al-Hafid, the governor of Marrakech,
in alliance with Madani and Tuhami al-Glawi and
other rural magnates of southern Morocco. Despite
French support, Abd al-Aziz was eventually defeated
after a yearlong civil war and compelled to abdicate his

throne. Thereafter, he lived in retirement in Tangier.
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See also ABD AL-HAFID IBN AL-HASSAN; ABU
HiMmARA; ALGECIRAS CONFERENCE (1906);

HAssAN I; IBN MusaA, AHMAD; MOROCCAN
QUESTION; TUHAMI AL-GLAWI.
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ABD AL-AZIZ IBN SAUD AL SA‘UD

Muslim leader and founder of Saudi Arabia.

Abd al-Aziz ibn Sa‘ud Al Sa‘“ud (known as Ibn
Sa‘ud) became the greatest of all Saudi rulers,
restoring the Arabian empire of his ancestors in the
early years of the twentieth century. In his reign of
more than a half century he not only recovered the
lost patrimony of the House of Sa‘ud but laid the
foundations for the economically powerful Saudi
Arabia, over which his sons continue to rule. Along
with his ancestors Sa‘ud ibn Abd al-Aziz and Abd
al-Aziz ibn Muhammad (rulers of the Saudi state at
the turn of the nineteenth century), he was the only
Arabian ruler since the early Islamic era to unify
most of the Arabian Peninsula under a single po-

litical authority.

As he was growing up in Riyadh, the Saudi cap-
ital, where he received a traditional education cen-
tered on the memorization of the Qur)an, he
witnessed the last act in the decline of the second
Saudi state and its submission to the Al Sa‘ud fam-
ily’s central Arabian rivals and former vassals, the
Al Rashid of Ha’il, a town to the north of Riyadh.
His father, Abd al-Rahman, failed in the attempt to
reassert Saudi independence and the ten-year-old
Abd al-Aziz fled into exile in Kuwait with the rest
of the family. In 1902, he led a band of forty com-
panions on a dramatic raid that seized Riyadh from
its Rashidi overlords. Over the next quarter century

bold military, political, and diplomatic initiatives

ABD AL-AZIZ IBN SAUD AL SAUD

Abd al-Aziz ibn Sa‘ud Al Sa‘ud, the politically astute founder of
the modern kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He unified most of the

Arabian Peninsula under one political authority during the first
three decades of the twentieth century. PUBLIC DOMAIN.

brought all of Arabia except for Yemen, Oman, and
the Gulf shaykhdoms under his rule.

In reestablishing Saudi authority, Abd al-Aziz
self-consciously re-created the religio-political state
of his Wahhabi ancestors. It was based on adherence
to the strict beliefs and practices of Muhammad ibn
Abd al-Wahhab, the eighteenth-century Islamic re-
former whose 1744 alliance with Muhammad ibn
Sa‘ud had created the Saudi state of 1745. Indeed,
he looked back to the first Islamic community un-
der the prophet Muhammad in creating, from 1912
on, a series of communities called hujar (pl.; echo-
ing the hijra—the migration of the prophet Muham-
mad and his early followers to Medina). Here unruly
Bedouin tribesmen were settled as Ikhwan, brethren
under the command of preacher/warriors who
formed the core of Abd al-Aziz’s military force. In
addition to the crucial legitimacy provided by iden-
tification with Wahhabi Islam, he was able to draw
on the established loyalty of many central Arabians,
which derived from the significant history of rule by
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the House of Sa“ud. Moreover, Abd al-Aziz and the
Saudi clan enjoyed the advantage of membership in
the great Anaza tribal federation, conferring noble
(sharifian) lineage, thus joining a critical aristoc-
racy of blood to their religious credentials. Abd al-
Aziz was brilliantly adept in his management of
tribal relations, utilizing disbursement of material
benefits, application of military force, and the es-
tablishment of marital ties to build the alliances
necessary to secure his power. He made astute use
of the bedouin magnanimity, for which he was fa-
mous, as when he carefully contrived to avoid casu-
alties in his capture of Hail, last stronghold of the
Al Rashid, then arranged for the comfortable con-
finement of his defeated rivals in Riyadh. Patient
and generous treatment of his rebellious cousin
Sa‘ud al-Kabir served to deflect a challenge from
within the Al Sa‘ud and secured the line of succes-
sion for the direct descendants of Abd al-Rahman.

If mastery of traditional sources of power in
Arabian statecraft carried Abd al-Aziz through the
initial phases of reconquest, it was his capacity to
utilize Western inventions and techniques as well as
to adjust to new international realities that enabled
him to establish a state that could endure. The
source of this aptitude is not obvious and may be
largely traceable simply to his superior intuitive
abilities. It is likely, however, that it had something
to do with his youthful exile in Kuwait, where the
(by Arabian standards) cosmopolitan atmosphere
meant exposure to information, ideas, and people
not usually encountered in the xenophobic isola-
tion of his native Najd. Early in his career of re-
conquest he met the British political resident in
Kuwait, Captain William Shakespear, and devel-
oped an admiring friendship for him. Sir Percy
Cox, senior British representative in the Gulf just
before World War I, had a very strong influence on
Abd al-Aziz, and Harry St. John Philby, a British
civil servant who left his government’s service to live
in Saudi Arabia, provided Abd al-Aziz with advice
(not always taken) and a window on the outside
world. Abd al-Aziz also relied heavily on a coterie
of advisers from Syria, Egypt, and other Arab coun-
tries. This awareness of the outside world helped to
induce a certain pragmatism, evident early on in his
search for British protection and in his 1915 treaty
with Great Britain that recognized his indepen-

dence and guaranteed him against aggression. Sim-

ilarly, after the 1924—1925 conquest of the Hejaz
(western Arabia, with the holy cities of Mecca and
Medina), he restrained his zealous warriors and as-
sured his retention of that key province by demon-
strating to the world Muslim community that he
could provide a more efficient and secure admin-
istration of the territory than the Hashimite regime
that he had defeated. In 1935, he granted generous
terms to the imam of Yemen, whom he had defeated
in a border war, doing so both to avert possible Eu-
ropean intervention and to avoid inclusion in his
kingdom of a population whose cultural distinctive-

ness would have made its assimilation very difficult.

In 1928, the pragmatic realism of Abd al-Aziz
came into conflict with the tribal aggression and re-
ligious militancy of the Ikhwan forces he had un-
leashed. The Ikhwan’s revolt followed his acceptance
of the British-drawn borders of Transjordan and
Iraq to the north—for the first time imposing the
constraints of explicit state frontiers on a society to
which such notions were alien. By 1930, Abd al-
Aziz had surmounted this threat, the gravest to his
rule, making effective use of automobiles, machine
guns, and radio communications to crush the re-
volt. The passions that drove it, however, remained
alive and shook the Saudi kingdom a half century
later, in November 1979, when Islamic extremists
and disaffected members of the Utaiba tribe, from
which many Ikhwan rebels had come, seized the

Great Mosque at Mecca in an effort to overthrow

the rule of the Al Sa‘ud.

With the Ikhwan revolt behind him, Abd al-Aziz
moved to draw together the disparate parts of his
extensive realm. Since Sharif Husayn ibn Ali had
assumed the title King of the Hijaz, Abd al-Aziz
adopted the same title after conquering that
province; he coupled it somewhat incongruously
with the title Sultan of Najd and Its Dependencies
in 1926. In the following year, he elevated the sec-
ond title as well to monarchical status, in effect cre-
ating a dual monarchy. In 1932, Abd al-Aziz
abandoned this arrangement and explicitly identi-
fied the country with the Al Sa‘ud family by nam-
ing it the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The two earlier
Saudi states had been Wahhabi commonwealths,
largely isolated from the outside world and ruled by
a Saudi imam, the title emphasizing religious au-
thority and obligations. The new kingdom, while

remaining committed to its original religious pur-
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pose, was a nation-state that developed an expand-
ing network of relations with other nations, in-
cluding the establishment of close ties with secular
states beyond the Arab-Islamic world.

To secure the future stability of the state he had
created and to preserve the continued rule of his
line, in 1933, Abd al-Aziz formally designated his
eldest surviving son, Sa‘ud, to succeed him. This
action, which senior princes, religious leaders, and
tribal chiefs publicly endorsed, departed from the
usual practice of Arabian tribal society. In addition
to guaranteeing that future kings would come from
Abd al-Aziz’'s branch of the Al Saud, it was doubt-
less also intended to avert the fratricidal conflict that
had destroyed the second Saudi state at the end of
the nineteenth century. It was understood that
Faisal (Ibn Abd al-Aziz Al Sa‘ud), the next eldest
brother, who possessed a much more impressive in-
tellect and had, as foreign minister and viceroy for
the Hijaz, exhibited a much greater capacity for
public affairs, would succeed Sa‘ud. Abd al-Aziz
may have had several reasons for favoring Sa‘ud as
his immediate successor, but the establishment of
seniority as the determining factor in succession was
clearly preeminent. Sa‘ud and Faisal became rivals,
but Sa‘ud’s incompetence eventually drove the se-
nior princes and religious leaders to depose him in
favor of Faisal. Nevertheless, the principle that Abd
al-Aziz established has, with certain qualifications,
been preserved and served to maintain the stability

of the kingdom.

The crucial economic and security relationships
with the United States, a central pillar of the king-
dom’s foreign policy, grew from decisions that Abd
al-Aziz took in the latter phase of his rule. In 1933,
he granted the first oil concession to a U.S. com-
pany; he signed a petroleum exploration agreement
with Standard Oil of California (SOCAL), choos-
ing it over its British rival, the Iraq Petroleum
Company. He did so largely because SOCAL could
offer more money for his impoverished treasury but
also because he saw an advantage in counterbalanc-
ing his close relationship with Great Britain with
ties to a faraway country having no political in-
volvement (as yet) in the Middle East. There fol-
lowed the creation of the Arabian American Oil
Company consortium and the exploitation of the
world’s largest oil reserves, bringing staggering

wealth to the companies and the kingdom, and the

ABD AL-AZIZ IBN SA‘UD AL SA‘UD

creation of an intimate alignment with U.S. indus-
try that largely determined the course of Saudi Ara-
bia’s economic modernization and development.
From this time on—especially on radio, in news-
reels, and in newspapers—he became known as King

Ibn Sa‘ud.

Equally significant for Saudi Arabia’s future
were the agreements that Ibn Sa‘ud made with the
United States to assure his country’s external secu-
rity. The king’s meeting with President Franklin D.
Roosevelt on a U.S. Navy cruiser in Egypt’s Great
Bitter Lake, in February 1945, prefigured the close,
if informal, U.S.—Saudi security alliance that de-
veloped after World War II, as British power de-
clined. In 1947, the king waved aside the suggestion
of his son Prince Faisal, the foreign minister, that
Saudi Arabia break diplomatic relations with the
United States over the Truman administration’s
support for the United Nations partition plan for
Palestine—which paved the way for the creation of
an independent Israel and contravened a pledge that
Roosevelt had made to Ibn Sa‘ud. The king, how-
ever, expected the United States to offer him some-
thing in exchange and, between 1947 and 1950,
secret U.S. undertakings gave the king the assur-
ances he sought without a formal treaty. Thus the
foundations were laid for the far-reaching security
relationship—embracing arms sales, military train-
ing, and the massive defense infrastructure whose
scope was revealed only forty years later, in the
course of the Desert Shield/Desert Storm operation

of the Gulf Crisis of 1990—1991.

The last years of the long rule of Ibn Sa‘ud,
when his physical health was in decline, were an un-
happy coda to an extraordinary career. As massive
oil income began to flow in the early 1950s, the king
displayed little understanding of the economic or
social implications of vast wealth—and some of the
ostentation that became the hallmark of his reign
was apparent before his death. Politically, he was no
longer able to master the novel and complex chal-
lenges of a very different world than the one he
had earlier dominated. The government of Saudi
Arabia remained the simple affair that suited a
largely traditional desert monarchy, with a small
retinue of advisers and a handful of rudimentary
ministries that had been established in an ad hoc
manner. Somewhat ironically, the last significant

governmental act of the old king was to create the
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Council of Ministers, until today the source of ex-

ecutive and legislative authority in the kingdom.

In November 1953, King Ibn Sa‘ud died at al-

Ta’if in the Hijaz. He was buried with his ancestors

in Riyadh.

See also AL RAsHID FAMILY; ARABIAN AMERI-
cAN O1L Comprany (ARAMCO); Cox,
PERCY; FAISAL IBN ABD AL-AzIZ AL SA“UD;
HusAyN 1BN ALl; IKHWAN; PHILBY, HARRY
ST. JOHN; ROOSEVELT, FRANKLIN DELANO.
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ABD AL-GHANI, ABD AL-AZIZ

Yemeni economist and politician.

Abd al-Aziz Abd al- Ghani was born in the late 1930s

into a modest household in the Hujariyya, the Shafi‘i
south of North Yemen. In 1958 he began studies in
the United States, eventually earning his bachelor’s

and master’s degrees in economics. A modernist
and technocrat, Abd al-Aziz served as prime min-
ister of the Yemen Arab Republic (YAR) under
three presidents in all but three years in the period
between early 1975 and Yemeni unification in 1990.
He continued in that office after surviving the as-
sassinations of two of those presidents; from 1980
to 1983, the years in which he did not head the gov-
ernment, he was YAR vice president. From the late
1960s to 1975, he was minister of economics twice
and the founding head of the Central Bank of
Yemen, one of the earliest and most important
modern institutions. After Yemeni unification in
1990, he was for four years a member of the five-
member presidential council of the new Republic of
Yemen (ROY). He became prime minister of the
ROY in 1994, after the civil war, and served in that
capacity until he was appointed chairman of the
newly created Consultative (Shura) Council in early
1997. In this office, he has over the years become
something of an elder statesman.
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ABD AL-HADI, AWNI

See ABD AL-HADI FAMILY

ABD AL-HADI FAMILY

Prominent Palestinian Arab family.

The Abd al-Hadis were a leading landowning fam-
ily in the Palestinian districts of Afula, Baysan,
Jenin, and Nablus. Already well established in the
seventeenth century, in the 1830s the family sup-
ported the rule of Ibrahim Pasha. Family members
were prominent in Ottoman political, diplomatic,
and military circles, including the Ottoman parlia-
ment in 1908 and 1914. Ruhi Abd al-Hadi
(1885-1954) served for fifteen years in the Ottoman

foreign office, including consular and diplomatic
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posts in the Balkans, Greece, and Switzerland.
Rushdi Abd al-Hadi fought for the Ottoman army
in World War I and remained in Turkey to serve the
new republic, whereas Ra’uf Abd al-Hadi was taken
prisoner by the British forces and then joined
Faisal’s Arab army to fight the Ottomans.

The best-known member of the al-Hadi family
is Awni Abd al-Hadi (1889—-1970), a liberal Pales-
tinian and Arab nationalist who was active in poli-
tics and diplomacy. He supported the Arab national
movement and worked closely with Faisal in Dam-
ascus until his regime fell to the French in 1920.
When Faisal’s kingdom was destroyed, Awni returned
to Palestine and soon became a leading Palestinian
political figure. In spring 1930 he participated in
the fourth Arab delegation to London, which re-
quested the stoppage of Jewish immigration and
land purchases until a national government could
be formed. Two years later, Awni established the
Hizb al-Istiglal (Independence Party) as a branch
of the pan-Arab party. The party called for com-
plete independence and the strengthening of ties
with Arab states. Awni became more militant in the
early 1930s, arguing that the Palestinians should fo-
cus on opposing the British. Later in his life, Awni
held various political posts such as ambassador to

Cairo and foreign minister to Amman.

Members of the Abd al-Hadi family had diver-
gent responses to the British mandate in Palestine.
Ruhi Abd al-Hadi joined the British administrative
service in 1921, initially as a district officer, then
rising to become assistant senior secretary in 194.4.
Majid Abd al-Hadi was a supreme court judge,
Amin Abd al-Hadi joined the Supreme Muslim
Council in 1929, and Tahsin Abd al-Hadi was
mayor of Jenin. Some family members secretly sold
their shares of Zir‘in village to the Jewish National
Fund in July 1930 despite nationalist opposition to
such land sales; other members sold land to the De-
velopment Department to resettle landless Arab

peasants.

With the establishment of the state of Israel in
1948, the Abd al-Hadis lost substantial agricultural
lands in lower Galilee, but retained important—
although gradually diminishing—inﬂuence in Jenin
and Nablus during Jordanian rule. Awni Abd al-
Hadi joined the Jordanian diplomatic corps, serv-

ing as ambassador to Egypt.

ABD AL-HAFID IBN AL-HASSAN
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ABD AL-HADI, TARAB

Political activist in Palestine in the first half of the
twentieth century.

Tarab Abd al-Hadi (birth and death dates un-
known) was a member of the Arab Women’s Exec-
utive Committee (AWE), which convened the first
Palestine Arab Women’s Congress in Jerusalem in
1929. She was married to Awni Abd al-Hadi, who
was a prominent Palestinian nationalist during the
mandate period, and active in the Istiqlal Party,
among other organizations. In 1933, after Matiel
Mughannam, who was Christian, delivered a speech
in the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem during protests
of the visit of Lord Edmund Allenby, Abd al-Hadi,
a Muslim, delivered a speech before Christ’s tomb
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Abd al-Hadi
was also a member of the Palestinian delegation at-
tending the Eastern Women’s Conference on the
Palestine Problem convened in Cairo in 1938. She
delivered a speech at that conference and at the sub-
sequent Arab Women’s Conference, held in Cairo
in 194.4..
See also ADB AL-HaADI FAMILY.
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ABD AL-HAFID IBN AL-HASSAN
[1876-1937]

Sultan of Morocco, 1908—1912.
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ABD AL-ILAH IBN ALI

The fourth son of Sultan Hassan I, Abd al-Hafid
served as khalifa (royal governor) of Tiznit (1897—
1901) and Marrakech (1901-190%) under his
younger brother, Abd al-Aziz ibn al-Hassan, who
was the sultan of Morocco from 1894 to 1908. In
the politically tense period of the Moroccan Ques-
tion (1901—1912), Abd al-Hafid (also Abd al-Hafiz)
found himself increasingly opposed to the policies
of his brother. Following the latter’s acceptance of
the Act of Algeciras in 1906 and acquiescence in
France’s military landings at Oujda and Casablanca
in 1907, Abd al-Hafid joined with Madani and
Tuhami Glawi in a rebellion aimed at deposing Abd
al-Aziz. A civil war between the two brothers lasted
from August 1907 to August 1908. Despite French
support for Abd al-Aziz, in 1908 Abd al-Hafid was
able to defeat him and take the throne.

Abd al-Hafid was an intellectual, poet, and au-
thor of numerous books. He favored the introduc-
tion of the ideas of the Salafiyya Movement to the
al-Qarawiyyin mosque university in Fez. After be-
coming sultan in 1908, he appointed Abu Shu‘ayb
al-Dukkali (later known as “the Moroccan Abduh”)
to his Royal Learned Council. He sought to sup-
press heterodox Moroccan brotherhoods of Sufism,

notably the Tijaniyya and the Kattaniya.

As sultan, Abd al-Hafid sought to recover Mo-
roccan political and financial independence from
France through a policy of alliances with the Ot-
toman Empire and Germany, and a program of gov-
ernmental reforms. He cracked down on political
dissidents, such as Muhammad ibn Abd al-Kabir
al-Kattani and Abu Himara. In 1910, however, he
was compelled to enter into a major loan agreement
with France, the terms of which ended Moroccan
financial independence. The loss of political inde-

pendence came soon thereafter.

A rebellion of the tribes around Fez and Mek-
nes in 1911 led to the occupation of the Moroccan
interior by a French expeditionary force. On 28
March 1912, his authority weakened irreparably,
Abd al-Hafid signed the Treaty of Fes, thereby es-
tablishing the French protectorate. On 12 August
1912, Abd al-Hafid abdicated as sultan and was suc-
ceeded by a French-imposed successor, his brother
Yusuf (1912-1927). The protectorates of France
and Spain were to last until 1956.

The last sultan of independent Morocco, Abd
al-Hafid died in 1937 at Tangier. His legacy is a
mixed one—he came to the throne on a program of
opposition to the Act of Algeciras and a French pro-
tectorate; he faced an impossible task, however, and
his defeat was most probable. His support of pan-
Islam and of Salafiyya ideas for regenerating Mo-
rocco were undermined by the corruption and
brutality of his rule, notably the actions of his close
collaborators, the Glawi brothers. His shameless
bargaining with the French over the terms of his ab-
dication and his willingness to sign the Treaty of Fes
earned him the enmity of a later generation of Mo-

roccan nationalists.

See also ABD AL-Az1z IBN AL-HASSAN; ABU Hi-
MARA; FES, TREATY OF (1912); HASSAN I;
KATTANI, MUHAMMAD IBN ABD AL-KABIR
AL-; MOROCCAN QUESTION; SALAFIYYA
MOVEMENT.
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ABD AL-ILAH IBN ALI

Regent of Iraq for the child king Faisal II.

The son of Ali, king of the Hijaz, and grandson of
the sharif of Mecca, Abd al-Ilah was brought up in
Mecca. He came to Iraq at the age of thirteen, af-
ter his father lost the Hijazi throne in 1926. He had
no strong roots in Iraq and was, or at least became,
heavily dependent on British support. Abd al-Ilah
came to prominence somewhat unexpectedly in
1939 following the accidental death of his cousin,
King Ghazi (ibn Faisal) I. Ghazi’s son, Faisal II, was
only three years old, and Abd al-Ilah, who was also
the child’s maternal uncle, was made regent. He be-
came crown prince in 1943, and although formally
relinquishing the regency after Faisal reached his
majority in 1953, he was always known in Iraq as

“the regent” (al-Wasi).
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His friend and mentor at the time of his rise to
power was Nuri al-Sa‘id, another faithful servant of
Britain, who would eventually serve as prime min-
ister fourteen times under the mandate and monar-
chy. It was Abd al-Ilah’s misfortune to come to
prominence at a time when the central institutions
of the new Iraqi state were extremely weak, the re-
sult of a combination of several factors, including
the premature death of his uncle Faisal I in 1933,
the dominant role in politics being played by the
officer corps, and the tide of anti-British sentiment
flooding over Iraq and the rest of the Middle East
at the end of the 1930s.

Although Iraq followed Britain’s lead and de-
clared war on Germany in September 1939, the
Arab nationalist army officers, led by a group of four
colonels known as the Golden Square, were soon
able to make their influence felt, and an anti-British
and more or less pro-Axis cabinet was formed un-
der Rashid Ali al-Kaylani in March 1940. After a
brief reversal of fortune in the early months of 1941,
Rashid Ali returned to power on 12 April and he
and the Golden Square set in motion a somewhat
quixotic but immensely popular revolt against
Britain. Although the outcome was a foregone con-
clusion, the episode showed how little support there
was in Iraq for Britain or for Britain’s Iraqi part-
ners; Nuri and Abd al-Ilah fled to Jordan in April
with British assistance and did not return until af-
ter the Iraqi army had been crushed in June. All
four of the colonels were eventually tried by Iraqi
authorities and hanged in public in Baghdad, ap-
parently on the express instructions of the regent

and Nuri.

In 1947 and 194.8, the regent managed to alien-
ate himself further from mainstream political sen-
timent by his support for the renegotiation of the
terms of the Anglo—Iraqi Treaty. This time the op-
position was more organized, and the demonstra-
tions against the new treaty (signed in Portsmouth
in January 1948) were so massive and so vehement
that it had to be dropped. Over the next ten years
there were frequent displays of mass discontent,
which were usually countered by fierce repression

and the imposition of martial law.

By the mid-1950s, the political situation in Iraq
had deteriorated to the point that it was widely un-

derstood that it was a question of when, rather than

ABD AL-ILAH IBN ALI

Former regent of Iraq Abd al-Ilah (1913-1958). In 1939, Abd al-
Ilah was appointed regent for his four-year-old nephew, Faisal II,
a position he held until 1953. © HULTON-DEUTSCH COLLECTION/
CORBIS. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION.

if, the regime would fall. Although not always on the
best of terms during this time, Nuri and Abd al-
Ilah were widely regarded as embodying many of the
evils and shortcomings of the regime, especially its
almost slavish dependence on the West. But if the
end was long expected, the actual occasion was sud-
den; a group of Free Officers led by Abd al-Karim
Qasim and Abd al-Salam Arif managed to take con-
trol of a number of key military units and staged a
coup on 14 July 1958. The royal palace and Nuri's
house were surrounded; Nuri evaded capture until
the following day, but the king, the regent, and
other members of the royal family were shot in the
courtyard of the palace on the morning of the rev-
olution, thus bringing the Iraqi monarchy to an

abrupt, violent, and largely unlamented end.

See also ARIF, ABD AL-SALAM; FAISAL I 1BN
HusseIN; FarsaL II 1BN GHAZI; GHAZI IBN
Faisar; GOLDEN SQUARE; KAYLANI, RASHID
ALI AL-; QASIM, ABD AL-KARIM; SHARIF OF
MECCA.
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ABD AL-MAGUID, ESMAT

Egyptian diplomat and statesman.

Born in Alexandria and educated there, Esmat Abd
al-Maguid (also, Ismat Abd al—Majid) entered the
Egyptian foreign service in 1950 and earned a doc-
torate from the University of Paris in 1951. He took
part in the Anglo—Egyptian negotiations of 1954
and negotiated with France after the 1956 Suez War.
In 1970 he served as Egypt’s ambassador to that
country. He headed Egypt’s mission to the United
Nations from 1972 to 1983 and was minister of for-
eign affairs from 1984 to 1991 and deputy prime
minister from 1985. He was secretary-general of the
League of Arab States from 1991 to 2001. An ad-
vocate of Arab unity, he worked closely with Mah-
mud Riyad. Shortly before his retirement Abd
al-Maguid spoke at the Arab summit meeting of Oc-
tober 2000, calling on all Arabs to donate one day’s
pay as a gesture of support to the Palestinians. He
was interviewed by the Yale United Nations Oral
History Project.

See also RTYAD, MAHMUD.
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ABD AL NASIR, JAMAL

See NASSER, GAMAL ABDEL

ABD AL-QADIR

Algerian leader who resisted initial French colonialism.

Abd al-Qadir (also spelled Abd el-Kader, Abdul

Qader) was born in Guetna Oued al-Hammam,

near Mascara, Western Algeria. His father, Muhyi
al-Din, was spiritual head of the Qadiriyya order of
Islam; his education was guided by Qadi Ahmad ibn
Tahir of Azrou and Sidi Ahmad ibn Khoja of Oran.
He pursued religious studies while traveling with
his father within the Ottoman Empire, in Syria and
Iraq and at al-Azhar in Egypt.

As the leader of Algerian tribal resistance to
French colonialism between 1833 and 1847, Abd al-
Qadir earned a reputation far beyond Algeria. It was
only partly for military leadership, since his skill in
founding alliances between hinterland tribes, espe-
cially in the western province of Oran and, for a
time, as far east as Constantine, presented a polit-

ical feat of no small consequence.

Abd al-Qadir’s father had carried out several
raids against the French in the Oran region in
spring of 1832. The French had become enraged by
the corsairs, pirates, and slave trade of the Barbary
coast and wanted to end the taking and selling of
Christian sailors from Mediterranean shipping. By
this date two figures, neither Algerian, had played
roles in reacting to the French presence in the for-
mer beylicate of Oran. The only serious previous
attempt to defend Oran came between November
1830 and April 1832, when Ali ibn Sulayman of Mo-
rocco intervened unsuccessfully in Algeria. Mean-
while, between February and August 1831, a token
Tunisian force had come and gone from Oran fol-
lowing an agreement between the bey of Tunis and
the French government. According to its terms, the
French promised to recognize ill-defined Tunisian
responsibility to govern the Algerian west in their

name.

By 1833, it was clear that the unorganized Al-
gerian forces under Abd al-Qadir’s father could do
little more than harass the French in Oran. The
decision was made to recognize Abd al-Qadir’s
leadership, both of the Qadiriyya order and of
provincial tribal resistance. This decision proved
fateful, since Abd al-Qadir clearly viewed his mis-
sion in terms that went beyond mere military lead-
ership. An early sign of this was his insistence that
his followers swear allegiance according to the
bay @ (the pledge) to the caliphs who succeeded the
prophet Muhammad. A good portion of Abd al-
Qadir’s military and political career—beyond his

relations with the French—involved attempts to im-
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pose legitimizing symbols of rule on neighboring
tribes. Such struggles to command allegiance in Is-
lamic as well as tribal terms were complicated by the
fact that some key local tribes were traditionally
makhzanis (mercenaries), which meant they were will-
ing to receive pay from secular executive authori-
ties. Before 1830, such tribes would have been in
the service of the Algerian beys; after 1830, the
French tried to recruit makhzanis to their service,
thus creating a dilemma in them between Islamic

and opportunistic loyalties.

In February 1834, soon after the French opened
formal diplomatic contact with the Algerian resis-
tance forces, two treaties, one containing essential
French conditions, the second with additional Al-
gerian conditions, were signed between France and
Abd al-Qadir. These provided for mutual recogni-
tion of two different types of polities in the west:
three French enclaves on the coast and Abd al-
Qadir’s emirate with its capital at Mascara. Thus he
was recognized as dey of Mascara.

During this brief truce, Abd al-Qadir may have
benefited from French help to defeat Mustafa ibn
Isma‘il, his primary rival for political and religious
ascendancy over the western tribes. Another rival,
Shaykh al-Ghumari, was also captured and hanged.
Had Franco-Algerian peace continued, Abd al-
Qadir might have succeeded in extending his un-
precedented tax levy (the mu uwna) to more and more
subordinates of his emirate. As it was, hostilities re-
sumed in 1835 (after the Ottomans had sent a new
governor to Tripoli), and the French were repeat-
edly defeated by Abd al-Qadir. In 1837, the French
signed the Treaty of Tafna, with Marshal Thomas-
Robert Bugeaud de la Piconnerie granting most of

the Algerian hinterland to Abd al-Qadir.

Perhaps the Tafna treaty was meant to keep Abd
al-Qadir from objecting to French advances against
the eastern beylicate of Constantine—which fell only
four months after the Tafna accords. Once it fell,

however, the French were never able to make deals

with Abd al-Qadir again.

From late 1837 to 1847, intermittent hostilities
with forces under Abd al-Qadir brought clashes as
far east as Constantine and as far west as Morocco.
It was only after Marshal Bugeaud led a large French

expeditionary force into Algeria that systematic sub-

ABD AL-QADIR

Abd al-Qadir led Algerian tribes against the French, succeeding
his father Muhyi al-Din. By 1839 he had gained control of over
two-thirds of Algeria and had established a Muslim state.

© BETTMANN/CORBIS. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION.

jugation of the interior began. At this point Abd
al-Qadir’s crossings into Morocco involved refuge
rather than tactics; and the major battle of Isly in
184.4 dissuaded the Moroccans from offering him
refuge again. Although the Algerians tried to reverse
the inevitable tide, his fate became as insecure in
Morocco as it was in Algeria. After his decision to
surrender in December 1847, Abd al-Qadir was
promised exile but was sent as a prisoner to France.
He was released in 1852 by Napoléon III and finally
granted his requested exile in Syria. He died in
Damascus in 1883. Some eighty-five years later and
six years after Algeria’s independence, Abd al-Qadir’s

remains were reinterred in his native land in 1968.

His contribution to the history of North Africa
may be viewed from several perspectives. Within the
closest political and cultural context, his leadership
reflected intertribal dynamics in what was eventu-
ally to become the entity of Algeria. His efforts to

unify disparate tribes included a certain number of
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ABD AL-QUDDUS, IHSAN

institutional innovations, suggesting rudiments of
governmental responsibility that surpassed anything
that had preceded this key period. Among these,
formal executive appointments, regular decision-
making councils, and taxation figured most promi-
nently. One cannot escape the fact, however, that
hinterland submission to Abd al-Qadir’s ascen-
dancy, both military and political, often came only

after successful imposition of his will by force.

By contrast, those who emphasize the national-
ist implications of Algerian resistance to French
colonialism would interpret Abd al-Qadir in ways
that reflect more on the twentieth-century context
of mass political movements than the highly frag-
mented setting of nineteenth-century Algeria. For
the nationalist school, he represents a first stage in
a process that became a model for the Algerian Na-
tional Liberation Front at the end of the colonial

era.

The third point of view combines speculation
on what actual mid-nineteenth-century appraisals
of Abd al-Qadir’s leadership were with twentieth-
century reflections on the living heritage of the past.
This view would emphasize Islamic religious and
cultural values embodied—then and thereafter—in
resistance to foreign domination in any form. Seen
from this perspective, a culturewide hero model like
Abd al-Qadir represents a heritage that can be chrono-
logically continuous and spatially all-encompassing.
His actions not only had the effect of legitimizing
his call to carry out a general jihad (holy war) against
the French in the name of Islam but also gave him
the assumed responsibility of overseeing the welfare
of the entire umma (community of believers) in a re-
sponsible way that had not been effectively present

in Algeria for centuries.

See also BUGEAUD DE LA PICONNERIE,
THOMAS-ROBERT; CORSAIRS.
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BYRON CANNON

ABD AL-QUDDUS, IHSAN

Egyptian journalist, novelist, and short-story writer.

Abd al-Quddus began his literary career as an edi-
tor and writer for the leading Egyptian weekly Ruz
al-Yusuf, which was founded in 1925 by his mother,
Fatima al-Yusuf, a former actress. These writings
made him well known throughout the Arab world.
In the 1960s and 1970s, he was the editor of the
newspapers Akhbar al-Yawm and the influential al-
Ahram. In his column, “At a Cafe on Politics Street,”
he created fictional dialogues between customers at

a cafe to discuss contemporary issues.

Abd al-Quddus wrote more than sixty novels
and collections of short stories, many of which were
made into films. His works of Arabic literature were
characterized by psychological studies of political
and social behavior. Among his works translated
into English are I Am Free, The Bus Thief, and A Boy’s Best
Friend.

See also NEWSPAPERS AND PRINT MEDIA: ARAB
COUNTRIES.

DAvVID WALDNER

ABD AL-RAHMAN, AISHA

See BINT AL-SHATI

ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-MAHDI

Leader in the Sudan after World War I.

Born after the death of his father, Muhammad Ah-
mad, in June 1885, Abd al-Rahman al-Mahdi was
reared in Omdurman under the rule of the Khal-
ifa Abdullahi. Upon the conquest of the Sudan by
Anglo—Egyptian forces in 1898, he, as the eldest
surviving son of the Mahdi (and consequently his
spiritual and legal heir), was kept under close
scrutiny by the British authorities until the outbreak
of World War I, when they sought his assistance to
counter any call for a jihad by the Ottoman Turks,
who were allies of the Germans. Sayyid Abd al-Rah-
man unstintingly supported the British and in re-
turn received the freedom to enhance his wealth and
his influence among the followers of his father, the

Ansar; thus he emerged as the leading religious and

Encyclopedia of THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA



political figure in the Anglo—Egyptian Sudan. De-
spite tensions between him and the British, who
feared a revival of Muslim fanaticism in the guise of
neo-Mahdism, the sayyid continued to prove his
loyalty to the government. He used his abundant re-
sources to acquire a loyal following among the
Ansar, whom he converted into the Umma politi-
cal party. After World War II he remained the most
influential Sudanese in the emerging political sys-
tem. Like his father, he frustrated Egyptian claims
in the Sudan and for a time regarded himself as a
possible king of an independent Sudan. This was
unacceptable to the vast majority of Sudanese, who
did not wish to be dominated by the Ansar as they
had been in the last two decades of the nineteenth
century. Until his death Abd al-Rahman continued
to pursue his ambitions to ensure that the Ansar and
the Umma would remain preeminent in an inde-

pendent Sudan.

See also AHMAD, MUHAMMAD; UMMA PARTY.
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ABD AL-RAHMAN IBN HISHAM

Sultan of Morocco, 1822—1859.

During the reign of Abd al-Rahman, Morocco lost
its international standing and suffered economic

decline and social and political unrest.

A major problem was how to respond to the in-
vasion of Algeria by France in 1830. Abd al-Rahman
first tacitly supported Algerian resistance forces,
then sought to avoid a confrontation. In August
184.4, this policy failed when a Moroccan army was
beaten at Isly by General Thomas-Robert Bugeaud
de la Piconnerie and Moroccan ports were bombarded
by the French navy. Morocco’s defeat opened the
door to increased European political and economic

intervention.

ABD AL-RAHMAN KHAN

The economic policies pursued by Abd al-Rah-
man became disastrous as well. The signing of an
Anglo—Moroccan commercial agreement in 1856
gave most-favored-nation status to Britain, and its
provisions were soon extended to other European

powers.

Finally, a major conflict with Spain erupted into

war in August 1859.

See also BUGEAUD DE LA PICONNERIE,
THOMAS-ROBERT; MOROCGCO.
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ABD AL-RAHMAN KHAN

Ruler of Afghanistan.

Abd al-Rahman Khan Barakzai (also known as Abd
er-Rahman) ascended the Afghan throne during the
second British invasion of Afghanistan. Embarking
on a relentless policy of centralization of power, he
weathered four civil wars and a hundred rebellions

during his reign (1880—1910).

He was the grandson of Dost Mohammad (ruled
1826-1839; 1842—1863), the founder of the Barakzai
dynasty. At the age of thirteen, he was given his first
appointment, and he showed his talent when as-
signed, later on, to command the army of the north-
ern region, of which his father was governor.
Playing an active role in the five-year war of suc-
cession, he twice won the throne for his father and
an uncle before being defeated by yet another
uncle, Sher Ali (ruled 1863—1866; 1869—1879).
Forced to leave, Abd al-Rahman spent eleven years
in exile in the Asiatic colonies of Russia. His op-
portunity came in 1880, when Britain’s invading
forces, shaken by the intensity of Afghan resistance,
were casting for a candidate acceptable both to them

and to the resistance. In return for British control
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ABD AL-RAHMAN, UMAR

over Afghanistan’s foreign relations, he was recog-
nized as the ruler, in July 1880, and assigned a sub-
sidy by Britain.

In the wake of Britain’s invasion, multiple cen-
ters of power had emerged in Afghanistan, with two
of Abd al-Rahman’s cousins controlling major por-
tions of the country. He rejected offers to share
power, defeating one cousin in 1880 and the other
in 1885, and emerged as the undisputed ruler of the
country. His next challenge was to overcome the
clans, whom he subdued, in a series of campaigns
between 1880 and 1896. He imposed taxation, con-
scription, and adjudication on the defeated clans.
His policies encompassed all linguistic and religious
groups but took a particularly brutal form in the

case of the Hazaras.

To establish his centralizing policies, he trans-
formed the state apparatus. The army, chief vehicle
of his policies, was reorganized and expanded, and
the bulk of the state revenue was spent on its up-
keep. Administrative and judicial practices were bu-
reaucratized, with emphasis on record keeping and
the separation of home and office. He justified these
policies on religious grounds, making shari ‘a (the law
of Islam) the law of the land, and nonetheless turn-

ing all judges into paid servants of the state.

Abd al-Rahman was able to concentrate on con-
solidating his rule at home because of Britain’s and
Russia’s desire to avoid direct confrontation with
each other. Afghanistan became a buffer state be-
tween the two empires; they imposed its present
boundaries. Playing on their rivalry, Abd al-Rahman
refused to allow European railways, which were
touching on his eastern, southern, and northern
borders, to expand within Afghanistan, and he re-
sisted British attempts to station European repre-
sentatives in his country. Toward the end of his
reign, he felt secure enough to inform the viceroy
of India that treaty obligations did not allow British
representatives even to comment on his internal af-

fairs.

When he died, he was succeeded by his son and
heir apparent, Habibollah Khan, who ruled until

1919.
See also BARAKZAI DYNASTY; DOST MOHAMMAD
BARAKZAI; HABIBOLLAH KHAN.
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ASHRAF GHANI

ABD AL-RAHMAN, UMAR

Religious Muslim leader sentenced to life in prison for
his role in the attack on the World Trade Center in
1993.

An Egyptian Muslim militant and spritual leader of
al-Gama“a al-Islamiyya, also known as the Islamic
Group, Umar Abd al-Rahman was born in the
Dakahliyyah province, south of Cairo, in 1938. He
was educated at al-Azhar University, where he
earned a doctorate in Islamic theology in 1965 and
later became a lecturer. Abd al-Rahman’s agitating
religious sermons in which he challenged the
legitimacy of Egypt’s rulers (Nasser, Sadat, and
Mubarak) provoked frequent arrest and imprison-
ment. He was critical of President Gamal Abdel
Nasser and his ideology of Arab socialism. After
Egypt’s defeat in the 1967 Arab—Israel War, Abd al-
Rahman became more bold in his attacks on Nasser
and his socialist policies. Abd al-Rahman was briefly
arrested in 1968 and dismissed from al-Azhar. He
was arrested again after Nasser’s death in 1970 but
was released as part of the general amnesty Presi-
dent Anwar al-Sadat granted to a number of dissi-

dents and opposition leaders.

Abd al-Rahman traveled and from 1971 to 1978
lived in Saudia Arabia, where he was able to work as
a teacher of Islamic studies. He then returned to
Egypt and became emphatically opposed to Sadat’s
signing of the 1978 Camp David Accords as well as
his economic liberalization policies, which Abd al-
Rahman viewed as moral and material corruption.
After Sadat’s assassination in October 1981, Abd al-
Rahman was arrested and accused of issuing a fatwa
for the assassination, but he was released due to in-

sufficient evidence.
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Shortly after his release, Abd al-Rahman pub-
lished his book Kalimat Haqq (Word of truth), in
which he openly attacked Sadat’s successor, Husni
Mubarak. Abd al-Rahman was arrested in 1984 and
accused of instigating violence against the govern-
ment, but was released, again for lack of direct and
concrete evidence. He continued his antigovern-
ment activities, including his demand that Egypt
should be governed according to the shari @. From
1984 to 1989 Abd al-Rahman was actively involved
in promoting militant Islam and traveled within
Egypt, delivering speeches that inspired followers of
several militant organizations. He was arrested and
accused of ordering terrorist acts against Egyptian
Copts and security forces, and he was prohibited
from speaking in public. In response, he issued a
fatwa instructing his followers to capture weapons
from the police and the military and use them

against Mubarak’s regime.

In mid-1989 Abd al-Rahman fled Egypt to Su-
dan, where he was refused political asylum. He en-
tered the United States in 1990 after he was
erroneously issued a tourist visa by the American
embassy in Sudan. In the United States, Abd al-
Rahman was in charge of the operation of a mosque
in Brooklyn that was frequently attended by Arab
Muslim immigrants. In 1991 he was granted per-
manent residence status. He then moved to the ad-
joining state of New Jersey. Following the bombing
of the World Trade Center in New York in 1993,
Abd al-Rahman was arrested and tried for inspir-
ing the terrorists who committed the act. In 1996

he was sentenced to life in prison.
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AHMED H. IBRAHIM

ABD AL-RAZIQ, ALI

Egyptian Islamic judge, writer, and politician.

ABD AL-RAZIQ, ALI

Ali Abd al-Raziq, who came from a family of large
landowners in southern Egypt, was educated at al-
Azhar in Cairo and in England and became an
Islamic court judge in Mansura. In 1925, he pub-
lished a controversial book on the secularization of
power in the Muslim state, Al-Islam wa usul al-hukm (Is-
lam and the bases of rule), in which he argued for
separating Islamic from political authority, on the
grounds that the Qur)an and biographies of
Muhammad show that God called on the Prophet to
be a religious counselor to his people, not a head
of state, and that the caliphate as a political institu-
tion was a post—Qur’anic innovation not essential
to Islam. The publication of this book aroused con-
troversy among Muslims, especially Egyptians, be-
cause in the new Republic of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal
(Atatirk) had recently abolished the Islamic
caliphate, because many Muslims wanted to elect or
appoint a new caliph in a country other than Turkey,
and because King Fu’ad I of Egypt had proposed
himself as a candidate for the caliphate. Abd al-
Raziq was accused of promoting atheism and was
censured by the ulama (Islamic scholars) of al-Azhar,
deprived of his title of shaykh, and relieved of his
duties as a religious judge. He was, however, backed

by many liberal writers, including Taha Husayn and
Muhammad Husayn Haykal.

He continued to defend his ideas in articles
written for al-Siyasa, the weekly journal of the Con-
stitutional Liberal Party, and in lectures delivered
in Cairo University’s faculties of law and of letters.
He later served twice as wagqf (Muslim endowment)
minister and was elected to membership in the Ara-
bic Language Academy. Following the 1952 revolu-
tion, he practiced law and published a collection of
writings by his brother, Mustafa Abd al-Raziq, in-
cluding a detailed biography. He is often cited by
Egyptian and foreign writers as a leading secularist
thinker and an opponent of King Fu’ad’s religious

pretensions.

See also EcYPT; FU’AD; HAYKAL, MUHAMMAD
HusayN; HusAayN, TAHA.
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ABD AL-SABUR, SALAH

Egyptian author, journalist, and poet.

Abd al-Sabur was born in the Egyptian countryside
but grew up in Cairo. Originally writing poetry in
traditional styles, Abd al-Sabur later wrote in free
verse and is considered the leader of Egyptian mod-
ernists. In all of his works, Abd al-Sabur draws upon
contemporary life for his subjects and his symbol-
ism, expressing themes of existentialism, the search
for new values, and the longing for youth and for
rural life. Among his volumes of poetry are Al-Nass
fi Biladi (The people of my country), published in
1957, and Aqulu Lakum (I say to you), published in
1961. Abd al-Sabur also wrote plays, including Mis-
afir Layl (Nocturnal pilgrims) and Layla wa Majnun, and
several volumes of literary criticism, including Hay-
ati fi al-Shir (My life in poetry), published in 1969,
and Qira Ja]adida lil-Shi ‘rna al-Qadim (A new reading of
our old poetry), published in 1968. In addition,
Abd al-Sabur translated the drama of Henrik Ibsen
into Arabic, as well as articles and essays that cov-
ered a broad range of subjects from British politics

to atomic submarines.
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ABD AL-WAHHAB, MUHAMMAD IBN

An illustrious name in twentieth-century Arab music.

An Egyptian with acknowledged talent and a long
artistic career extending roughly from the early
1920s to the late 1980s, Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Wahhab emerged as a leading singer, film star, and

composer who wrote hundreds of songs that he and
others sang and recorded. Through his mastery of
traditional Arab singing and exposure to Western
music, he developed a multi-faceted repertoire that
combined local and European elements in ways that
seemed to reflect both his own artistic outlooks and
modern Egyptian taste. Growing up in a poor and
conservative Cairo family, Abd al-Wahhab was ex-
posed to Islamic religious music at an early age. Af-
ter performing traditional vocal genres and taking
roles in local musical plays, he composed distinc-
tive works and acted and sang in seven feature films
released between 1933 and 194.6. Through his early
association with the well-known poet Ahmad
Shawqi, he gained access to Egypt’s distinguished
social, literary, and political circles and to the mu-
sical culture of the West. Among Abd al-Wahhab’s
recognized innovations are: the gradual enlarge-
ment of the performing ensemble; the introduction
of European instruments and instrumentations; the
creation of irregular forms, often with sections in
strikingly contrastive styles; the quoting of melodic
themes from Romantic and post-Romantic Euro-
pean composers; the occasional use of Western
ballroom dance meters; and the composition of nu-
merous descriptive, or programmatic, instrumen-
tal works. Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab represented
both the mainstream and the vanguard in Arab mu-
sic. Although at times his music was criticized by
artistic purists, his legacy is highly acclaimed by mu-
sicians, critics, and government officials through-

out the Arab world.

See also SHAWQI, AHMAD.

Bibliography

Azzam, Nabil S. “Muhammad Abd al-Wahhab in Mod-
ern Egyptian Music.” Ph.D. diss., University of

California at Los Angeles, 1990.

Racy, Ali Jihad. “Musical Aesthetics in Present-Day
Cairo.” Ethnomusicology 26 (1982): 391-4.06.

ALI JTHAD RACY

ABDELGHANI, MOHAMED BENAHMED

Algerian military officer; prime minister, 1979—1984.

Mohamed Benahmed Abdelghani was appointed
commander of Algeria’s first (1962), fourth (1965),
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and fifth (196%) military regions. In October 1973
he was charged with dispatching Algerian troops to
the Arab-Israel War. Abdelghani supported Colonel
Houari Boumédienne’s coup against Ahmed Ben
Bella’s government (1965) and joined the council
of the revolution. After the death of Ahmed
Medeghri, Abdelghani was rewarded for his loyalty
with the portfolio of minister of interior (1974—
1979). He was dispatched by Houari Boumédienne
on a sensitive diplomatic mission to Madrid in Oc-
tober 1975 in an unsuccessful attempt to dissuade
the Spanish government from concluding an agree-
ment with Morocco and Mauritania over the future
disposition of Western Sahara. Algerian president
Chadli Bendjedid selected Abdelghani as his first
prime minister (1979-1984), a strategic political
choice to satisfy the Boumédienne faction. Abdel-
ghani served as a minister of state to the presidency

(1984-1988) and then retired from political office.

See also BEN BELLA, AHMED; BOUMEDIENNE,
HouArl.

PHILLIP C. NAYLOR

ABDESSELAM, BELAID

Algerian prime minister, 1992—1993; minister of indus-
try and energy, 1965—1977.

Belaid Abdesselam was born in Kabylia. A founder
of the Union Générale des Etudiants Musulmans
Algériens (UGEMA) in 1953 while enrolled at the
University of Grenoble, he joined the Front de
Libération Nationale (FLN) and served in the Gou-
vernement Provisoire de la République Algérienne
(GPRA) during the War of Independence. Under
President Ahmed Ben Bella, in 1963 Abdesselam
organized and inaugurated SONATRACH, the state
hydrocarbons enterprise. After Colonel Houari
Boumédienne seized power in 1965, Abdesselam
received the minister of industry and energy port-
folio. Under Abdesselam’s direction, hydrocarbon
revenues fueled impressive industrial capitalization,
and Abdesselam became renowned as the “father of
Algerian industrialization.” He played an important
role in the nationalization of French hydrocarbon
concessions in February 1971. From 1977 to 1979
he was the minister of light industry, but he was re-
moved from power and eventually was accused of

mismanagement—a politically motivated charge.

ABDUH, MUHAMMAD

Abdesselam resumed a public political role in
1989. He was particularly critical of the govern-
ment’s liberalized hydrocarbon policy and teamed
with other ex-Boumédienne ministers in opposi-
tion to President Chadli Bendjedid. In July 1992
the Haut Comité d’Etat (HCE) appointed Abdesse-
lam prime minister. His policies attempted to stop
Islamist assaults and stabilize the collapsing econ-
omy. Escalating violence and economic deteriora-
tion led to his dismissal in August 1993. Abdesselam
remained active in Algerian politics. He ran for the
presidency in January 1999, but his candidacy at-
tracted little support and he withdrew from the race.

See also SONATRACH.
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ABDUH, MUHAMMAD

Islamic reformer and author.

Born in a village in Gharbiyya province, Egypt,
Muhammad Abduh moved with his family to Ma-
hallat Nasr in Buhayra province, where he was
raised. Educated at the Ahmadi Mosque in Tanta
and at al-Azhar University, Muhammad Abduh be-
came interested in philosophy and Sufism. During
the sojourn of Jamal al-Din al-Afghani in Cairo,
Abduh came to know him and became his most loyal
disciple. He taught for a while, then became editor
of al-Wagqa'i al-Misriyya, the Egyptian government news-
paper, from 1880 to 1882. Although more moder-
ate than his mentor, Abduh nevertheless backed the
Urabi revolution. After its collapse he was impris-

oned briefly and then was exiled to Beirut.

In 1884 Abduh went to Paris, where he collab-
orated with Afghani in forming a society called al-
Urwa al-Wuthqa (the indissoluble bond), which
published a journal by the same name. Although it
lasted only eight months, the journal stimulated the
rise of nationalism in many parts of the Muslim
world. After it was banned, Abduh returned to
Beirut to teach and write. He also translated into
Arabic Afghani’s al-Radd ala al-dahriyyin (Refutation of

the materialists).
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In 1889 he was allowed to return to Egypt, where
he became a judge, then a chancellor in the appeals
court, and in 1899 the chief mufti (canon lawyer)
of Egypt. In 1894 he became a member of the gov-
erning council of al-Azhar, for which he proposed
far-reaching reforms. He was named to the legisla-

tive council in 1899.

His best-known theological work, Risalat al-
Tawhid (Treatise on unity), based on lectures he had
given in Beirut, was published in 1897. He also
wrote al-Islam wa al-Nasraniyya ma @ al-ilm wa al-madaniyya,
published in 1902 in al-Manar, a journal edited by
his disciple, Rashid Rida. Abduh also began writing
a commentary on the Qur)an, completed by Rida
after his death. He advocated reforming Islam by
restoring it to what he believed had been its origi-
nal condition, modernizing the Arabic language,
and upholding people’s rights in relation to their
rulers. He was among the first ulama (Islamic schol-
ars) to favor nationalism, and one of his political
disciples was Sa‘d Zaghlul. His efforts to reconcile
Islam with modernization have not fully survived the
test of time, but Abduh remains a towering figure
in Egypt’s intellectual history.

See also AFGHANI, JAMAL AL-DIN AL-; RIDA,
RASHID; SUFISM AND THE SUFI ORDERS; ZA-
GHLUL, SA‘D.
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ABDULAZIZ

Ottoman sultan, 1861—-1876.

Administratively, the reign of Abdiilaziz divides into
two eras. During the first (1861-1871), real power
was in the hands of the reformist ministers Ali and
Fu’ad, protégés of the leader of the Tanzimat re-
forms, Mustafa Regid Paga. Although Abdiilaziz was
not a figurehead, his powers were limited by his
ministers; the bureaucracy ruled. Reforms contin-
ued to centralize and rationalize the Ottoman
administrative system. Provincial borders were re-
drawn, and provincial governments were reformed
by the Vilayet Law of 186%7. The General Education
Law of 1869 set a national curriculum stressing
“modern” subjects such as the sciences, engineer-
ing, and geography. Specialized higher schools were
created in the provinces, and in Constantinople
(now Istanbul) a university (at least in concept) was

established.

The second era (1871-1876) began upon the
death of Ali in 1871 (Fu’ad had died in 1869) when
Abdiilaziz took personal charge of the government.
The centralization of power, one of the pillars of
Tanzimat reform, was especially attractive to him;
he planned to transfer power to himself. To avoid
concentrating power in the hands of the bureau-
cracy, the sultan changed ministers of state often.
Crand viziers (the most famous being Mahmud
Nedim Pa§a) averaged well under a year in office.
Serving at the pleasure of the sultan, the bureau-
crats adapted themselves to carrying out his wishes
and protecting their own careers. Some reformist
measures were passed, particularly improvements in
central administration and taxation. The thrust of

reform, however, was weakened.

The military was greatly improved after 187I.
Under Grand Vizier Hiiseyin Avni Paga (18%74—
1876), the government invested in military hard-
ware, including up-to-date rifles and artillery from
Germany. It rebuilt and improved fortresses on the
Asian border with Russia and reorganized the Ot-
toman army corps. Previously garrisoned to face a
now-unlikely internal rebellion, they were shifted
to meet foreign threats. The Anatolian army, for
example, was transferred from Sivas to Erzurum.
The Turkish Straits were fortified. Unfortunately,
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the Ottoman Empire could not support even these

most necessary expenditures.

Militarily, Abdiilaziz’s reign was relatively quiet.
He and his successor, Murat V, who reigned for
three months, were the only nineteenth-century
sultans who did not fight a major war with Russia.
Bloody uprisings in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Bul-
garia, which were to result in the Russo—Turkish
War of 1877-1878, began in Abdiilaziz’s reign. A
revolt in Crete (1866—1869) resulted in adminis-

trative reforms on the island.

Russia remained the primary enemy of the Ot-
tomans. Balanced in international affairs by the
generally pro-Ottoman diplomacy of Great Britain,
Russia nevertheless managed to upset the Ottoman
Empire. Most damaging was Russia’s policy in the
Caucasus. When it conquered Circassia in 1864 and
Abkhazia in 1867, Russia forced approximately 1.2
million Muslims from their homes. Robbed of their
belongings by the Russians, the refugees were herded
to Black Sea ports. The Ottomans were forced ei-
ther to transport them to the Ottoman Empire or
to let them die. The Ottomans settled the refugees
in Anatolia and the Balkans. There was little but
land to give them, so thefts by the starving Cau-
casians were widespread. Conflicts between refugees

and villagers disrupted the empire for a decade.

In the face of Russia’s threat and despite a good
record of military preparedness, the foreign policy
of Abdiilaziz’s later years was more than odd. The
government took Russia’s ambassador, Count
Nicholas Ignatiev, as adviser and accommodated Ot-
toman policy to Russian wishes. Mahmut Nedim,
twice grand vizir and Abdiilaziz’s main counselor,
was widely, and probably correctly, viewed as being
in the pay of Ignatiev. If pro-Russia policies were
designed to avoid war, they were surely misguided,

as Russia’s attack in 1877 demonstrated.

Finances were Abdiilaziz’s undoing. Since the
Crimean War, the Ottoman government had existed
on a series of European loans. Because of vast de-
fense needs, the costs of reform—advisers, teachers,
economic infrastructure—could be paid only through
borrowing. The expectation that reform would lead
to economic improvement, greater tax revenues,
and easy repayment of loans was never realized. The

bill came due under Abdiilaziz. Famine in Anato-

ABDULAZIZ

A patron of public education, Abdiilaziz was an Ottoman sultan
from 1861 to 1876. This son of Mahmid II was the first sultan to
visit Western Europe. © HULTON-DEUTSCH
CoLLECTION/CORBIS.

lia in 1873—18%74 greatly reduced tax revenues, and
the bureaucrats were not adept at collecting even
what could be paid. Abdiilaziz exacerbated the prob-
lem with personal expenditures on palaces and lux-
uries. By the end of his reign, debt payments
theoretically took more than 40 percent of state in-
come. European bankers, previously willing to cover
Ottoman interest payments with further loans, had
suffered from the general stock market crash of 1873
and were unwilling to oblige. The Ottoman gov-

ernment was forced to default on its loans.

Financial disaster turned European governments,
always protective of bondholders, against Abdiilaziz.
Restive bureaucrats, reformers, and those who feared
the effects of subservience to Russia already were
against him. Popular resentment at weak Ottoman
responses to the slaughter of Muslims by Serbian
rebels in Bosnia added to the sultan’s difficulties.
On 30 May 1876, Abdiilaziz was deposed in favor
of Murat V. On 5 June he committed suicide.
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ABDUL-AZIZ BIN BAZ, SHAYKH

See also CRIMEAN WAR; MUSTAFA RESID;
TANZIMAT.
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ABDUL-AZIZ BIN BAZ, SHAYKH

Influential religious scholar and leader in Saudi Arabia.

Born in Riyadh in 1912, Abdul-Aziz Bin Baz (also
known as Ibn Baz and Ben Baz) began his religious
studies at an early age, memorizing the Qur’an and
taking tuition from members of the most notable
religious family in the country, the Al Shaykh, de-
scendents of Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab. At
age 20 Bin Baz lost his eyesight due to illness, but
his rise through the religious establishment of Saudi
Arabia was steady. He was a religious judge in the
Kharj region beginning in 1949. He worked for
many years in Islamic higher education before be-
ing named, in 1975, chairman of the Saudi govern-
ment’s Department of Islamic Research, Guidance,
and Proselytizing with the rank of minister. He be-
came the highest religious authority in the country
in 1993, when he was appointed grand mufti and
head of the High Council of Ulama.

Bin Baz was influential at home and abroad,
defining a strict, conservative interpretation of Islam;
supporting Muslims under threat in such places as
Palestine, Bosnia, and Kashmir; and issuing fatwas
on a variety of subjects, including a notable one that
declared that Earth was flat. Bin Baz played a promi-
nent role as a defender of the Al Sa‘ud during the
I990s against domestic Muslim opposition groups
such as the Committee for the Defense of Legiti-
mate Rights. Bin Baz died in 1999.
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ABDULHAMIT II

Ottoman sultan, 1876—1909.

Abdiilhamit IT assumed the Ottoman throne in per-
ilous times. The two previous sultans, Abdiilaziz and
Murat V, had been deposed—the former primarily
for financial incompetence, the latter for mental
incompetence. The Ottoman Empire was at war with
Serbia and Montenegro, and war with Russia threat-

ened.

International Affairs

In international affairs, the main disaster of Ab-
diilhamit’s reign came at its beginning—the Russo—
Turkish War of 1877—18%78. In addition to the loss
of more than 250,000 dead and the influx of more
than 500,000 refugees into the empire, the war re-
sulted in the largest loss of Ottoman territory since
1699. Under the terms of the Treaty of Berlin of
1878, the Ottomans lost the Kars-Ardahan region
of northeastern Anatolia to the Russians, Serbia’s
and Montenegro’s borders were extended at Ottoman
expense, Romania and Serbia became independent,
northern Bulgaria was made an independent king-
dom, southern Bulgaria (Eastern Rumelia) became
autonomous, and Austria’s occupation of Bosnia-

Herzegovina was sanctioned.

Losses of territory and administrative control

over his empire might have been greater had Ab-
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dilhamit and his ministers not acted resolutely.
Ceding Cyprus to Britain ensured that the British
supported the Ottomans at the Congress of Berlin.
The congress overturned the terms of the Treaty of
San Stefano, under which almost all of Ottoman
Europe was to have been lost. Instead, the Ottomans

retained Thrace, Macedonia, and Albania.

The only other war fought by Abdiilhamit’s
army, in 1897 with Greece, was a success, although
the European powers forced the Ottomans to re-
nounce their territorial gains. The powers also
obliged the Ottomans to make Crete autonomous
under a high commissioner, Prince George of
Greece, in effect putting the island under Greek

control.

Abdiilhamit accepted losses that were blows to
Ottoman prestige while retaining the empire’s core
territory. France seized Tunisia in 1881; Britain,
Egypt in 1882. Although neither territory had been
under Ottoman control, the losses indicated the
empire’s weakness to both the Europeans and the
Ottomans. In 1886 that weakness forced the Ot-
tomans to accept the de facto unification of Bul-
garia and Eastern Rumelia. The European powers
also compelled administrative changes in Macedo-

nia and eastern Anatolia.

In eastern Anatolia, the powers did not bring
about significant changes, despite strong sentiment
in the West in favor of Armenian independence.
From 1894 to 1896, Armenians in eastern Anato-
lia rebelled, killing Muslims and Ottoman officials.
Ottoman troops and local Muslims responded in
kind. Diplomatic conflict, however, among Britain,
France, and Russia, forestalled any European in-
tervention, and Ottoman offers of administrative

changes were accepted by the powers.

Domestic Affairs

Like the Tanzimat reformers, Abdilhamit was con-
cerned with the centralization of authority, the reg-
ularization of the state system, and the development
of the economy. He blended these goals with the
traditional ideal of Ottoman rule—an Islamic state
in which all power emanated from the sultan. Al-
though at first he accepted limited democracy, a
constitution (18%76), and a parliament (187%), he

prorogued the Parliament within a year and ruled

ABDULHAMIT II

Abdiilhamit II, son of Sultan Abdiilmecit I, ascended the throne
as ruler of the Ottoman Empire on 31 August 1876, and held this
post for 33 years. He instituted a new constitution, and during
his reign the empire saw economic growth through railroad
development, creation of secular schools, and expanded telegraph
service. © CORBIS. REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION.

personally. His concept of reform was improvement
of finances, infrastructure, administration, and ed-

ucation, not a transition to democracy.

Abdiilhamit was more financially adept than his
predecessors. Upon taking power, he inherited the
debts that had led the empire into bankruptcy un-
der Abdiilaziz. He persuaded the European bankers
to accept partial payment, so nearly half of the Ot-
toman debt was forgiven (the Decree of Muharram,
1881). The price, however, was the loss of financial
independence. Valuable sources of state revenue
(taxes on silk, fishing, alcoholic spirits, official stamps
needed for all legal documents, and tobacco, as well
as the tribute from Eastern Rumelia, Cyprus, Greece,
Bulgaria, and Montenegro) were ceded to the Eu-

ropean-controlled Public Debt Administration. In
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ABDULHAMIT II

effect, Europeans became tax collectors in the Ot-
toman Empire. The empire was left with too few
financial resources, and as a result, borrowing re-

sumed.

Economic development of the empire was a first
priority of Abdiilhamit’s rule. Improved roads in-
creased almost sixfold. Many government-sponsored
enterprises thrived—such as mining and agricultural
exports. Local industry developed as well, although
European manufactures and the Ottomans’ inabil-
ity to levy protective tariffs slowed growth consider-
ably. The telegraph and railroad systems experienced
major growth. Fewer than 186 miles (300 km) of
railroad track had been laid in Ottoman Asia before
Abdiilaziz’s reign, and trackage grew threefold un-
der Abdiilhamit. By the end of Abdiilhamit’s reign,
feeder lines ran to major ports, and trunk lines (the
Baghdad Railway and the Hijaz Railroad) were un-
der construction. The length of telegraph line
nearly tripled. In education, the number of teach-
ers and schools approximately doubled. The in-
crease, however, was mainly in provincial capitals

and, especially, Constantinople (now Istanbul).

Abdiilhamit was vilified in the European and
American press as the Red Sultan, an image pri-
marily based on press accounts of events in eastern
Anatolia, Crete, and Macedonia. He also was known
as no friend of liberal democracy, an accurate as-
sertion. In his concern for his personal rule and the
continuation of a powerful sultanate, he took action
against all manifestations of democratic reform. All
publications were censored. His secret police spied
on bureaucrats and intellectuals, on the lookout for

revolution as well as malfeasance.

Abdiilhamit was extremely concerned with his
position (historically inaccurate) as caliph of the
Muslims. Expenditures from his privy purse in-
cluded donations to Islamic groups in Asia and
Africa, as well as to Islamic revolutionaries against
Christian rule. His view of the Ottoman Empire was
traditional—a Muslim empire, not a Turkish state.
This naturally put him at odds with the Turkish na-

tionalism that developed during his reign.

A combination of economic pressures, foreign
interference in the empire, and his own autocracy
led to the demise of Abdiilhamit’s sultanate. In

1907, Bulgarian and Greek revolutionaries in Ot-

toman Macedonia were fighting guerrilla wars against
Ottoman troops and each other. Russia and Austria
had forced the sultan to accept European “con-
trollers” over Macedonia. Officers of the Ottoman
army in Macedonia felt, with justification, that Ab-
dilhamit had placated the Europeans instead of
punishing the guerrillas who were killing Muslim
civilians, and that fear of the army had caused the
sultan to keep needed support and supplies from
them. Abdiillhamit’s fears were largely justified;
army officers had been organized into revolution-
ary cells since their days at the military academy.
They had opened communication with revolution-
ary groups in western Europe, and some had orga-
nized their own rebel bands. A poor harvest in 1907
reduced tax revenues, and salaries were in arrears,

causing further disaffection.

Abdiilhamit, however, defused the threat of rev-
olution in 1908 by reinstating Parliament and call-
ing elections, deciding to rule as a constitutional
monarch. Those who opposed his rule, known as
the Committee for Union and Progress, became a
major force in the Parliament. Abdiilhamit’s mis-
take came in 1909. Conservative reaction against the
new Parliament led to a revolt in Constantinople
and the expulsion of the Committee for Union and
Progress’s parliamentary delegates and officials.
Abdiillhamit associated himself with the revolt to re-
gain power. The Macedonian army, however, proved
more powerful than the rebels. They converged on
Constantinople, took control, and reinstated the
Parliament. On 27 April 1909, Abdiilhamit was de-
posed and exiled to Salonika. At the onset of the
First Balkan War in 1912, he was moved to the
Beylerbeyi Palace on the Bosporus, where he died
in 1918.

See also ABDULAZ1Z; BALKAN WARS

(1912—1913); BERLIN, CONGRESS AND TREATY

oF; COMMITTEE FOR UNION AND PROGRESS.
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ABDULLAH, CROWN PRINCE

See AL SA‘UD FAMILY

ABDULLAH I IBN HUSSEIN

King of Jordan, 1946—1951.

Abdullah ibn Hussein, born in Mecca, was a son of
Husayn ibn Ali. On his eleventh birthday, he went
to Constantinople (now Istanbul) to join his father,
who had been summoned by the sultan. In 1908
Hussein was appointed Sharif of Mecca, over the
objections of the Committee for Union and Progress
(the Young Turks). Between 1910 and 1914, Ab-
dullah represented Mecca in the Ottoman Parlia-

ment.

The Turkish authorities tried to strip Hussein
of his administrative (but not religious) duties when
the construction of railroad and telegraph lines
made direct rule from Constantinople possible.
Hussein resisted, and he was in danger of dismissal
when the dispute was shelved due to the outbreak of
World War 1.

In February 1914, Abdullah met Lord Kitch-
ener, then minister plenipotentiary to Egypt, and
asked him if Britain would aid Sharif Hussein in
case of a dispute with the Turks. Abdullah also met
with Ronald Storrs, the Oriental secretary at Britain’s
consulate in Cairo. This meeting led to a subse-
quent correspondence between Storrs and Abdul-
lah that later developed into the Husayn—McMahon
Correspondence, an exchange in which certain
pledges were made by Britain to the sharif con-
cerning an independent Arab kingdom (with am-

biguous boundaries) in the Fertile Crescent.

The Turks tried to persuade Hussein to endorse

the call for jihad against the Allies, but he delayed

ABDULLAH I IBN HUSSEIN

until 10 June 1916, when the Arab Revolt was de-
clared. Abdullah was entrusted with the siege of
the Turkish garrisons in al-Ta’if and Medina. His
brother Faisal, meanwhile, scored quick victories in
Syria. Faisal set up an independent Arab kingdom
with its capital at Damascus toward the end of 1918;
the French drove him out two years later. Mean-
while, Abdullah was defeated in an important bat-
tle with the Wahhabi followers of Ibn Sa‘ud. Britain
placed Faisal on the throne of Iraq, which had been
slated for Abdullah.

One key to understanding Abdullah is his deep
loyalty to Islam, which in his mind was linked to the
notion that God had favored the Arabs with a unique
position as the carriers of culture and faith. For
him, Arabism was inseparable from Islam and
meaningless without it. His family, which claimed a
direct line of descent from the prophet Muham-

mad, provided the crucial link between the two.

Another key to an understanding of Abdullah’s
personality is that, as a rule, he sought cooperation,
even in the midst of conflict. He preferred bar-
gaining to fighting, and he constantly formulated
Value—maximizing strategies in which he compro-
mised with his adversaries so that all sides might

stand to gain from the outcome.

Although Abdullah strove for unity, he engaged
in nation-building on a limited scale when unity was
unattainable. When he appeared with a small band
of armed followers in Madaba, after the French had
ousted his brother Faisal from the throne of Syria
in 1920, he was intent on leading Syrian political
refugees, members of the Istiglal Party still loyal to
Faisal, and the bedouins he could muster in a bid
to wrest Arab rights in Syria from the French. With
T. E. Lawrence acting as a go-between, he negoti-
ated a deal with the new British colonial secretary,
Winston Churchill, under which Abdullah agreed
to administer Transjordan for six months, begin-
ning on I April 1921, and was granted a subsidy by
Britain. One consequence of this was to remove
Transjordan from the sphere of applicability of the

Balfour Declaration.

Abdullah took over the administration of an
arid plateau with a population of about 235,000,
largely bedouin, poor, and uneducated, a land with

some two hundred villages, half a dozen towns, and
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ABDULLAH I IBN HUSSEIN

e,

Abdullah I ibn Hussein ruled as king of Jordan from 1946 until
20 July 1951, when he was assassinated. He supported pro-
British policies. © LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. REPRODUCED BY
PERMISSION.

no major cities. Governmental services were virtu-
ally nonexistent. When he died, he left a nation-
state comparable with others in the Middle East,
although lacking in financial independence. The
period from 1924 to 194.0 was one in which central
administration was developed, with Palestinians
gradually replacing Syrians. An exemplary land pro-
gram gave farmers property security unmatched in
the Fertile Crescent. In 1925 the Ma‘an and Aqaba
regions were effectively incorporated into Trans-
jordan (they had technically formed part of the Hi-
jaz). In the same period, the bedouins, who had
preyed on the sedentary population, were success-
fully integrated into the state, for which John Bagot
Glubb, the organizer of the Desert Patrol, was largely
responsible.

In 1928, Transjordan acquired an organic law
under which Abdullah gained recognition in inter-

national law. It also provided for constitutional gov-

ernment and a legislative council, but Abdullah had
wide authority to rule by decree, under the guid-
ance of Britain. Although Transjordan remained
militarﬂy dependent on Britain, on 22 March 1946
a treaty was concluded whereby Britain recognized
Transjordan “as a fully independent state and His
Highness the Amir as the sovereign thereof.” Fol-
lowing a name change, the Hashimite kingdom of

Jordan concluded a new treaty with Britain in 194.8.

Through years of dependency on Britain, Ab-
dullah fell behind the times, continuing to reflect
the Ottoman Empire in which he had grown up: dy-
nastic and theocratic, Arabs accepting foreign
suzerainty under compulsion. He was out of step
with Palestinian and secular Arab nationalism as
well as Zionism. He sought to use British influence
to forge Arab unity rather than to get rid of the
British as a first step toward unity. British residents,
notably St. John Philby and Percy Cox, drove a
wedge between him and Syrian members of the Is-
tiglal party, who had perceived the Hashimites as
champions of Syria’s independence from France.
When Abd al-Rahman Shahbandar, a nationalist
Syrian leader who had been a longtime supporter of
Abdullah, was assassinated in July 1940, Abdullah’s
base of support in Syria died with him.

Abdullah could accept a Jewish homeland only
in the context of the old millet system: as a minor-
ity with a large degree of autonomy within a king-
dom that he ruled. Zionists found this totally
unacceptable but valued his accommodating ap-
proach to the problem. Yet he was a pioneer of
Arab—]Jewish understanding. He accepted the Peel
Commission Report of 1937, which recommended
partition of Palestine, even if he did not embrace a
Jewish state. He also publicly accepted the 1939
white paper on Palestine, which was favorable to the
Arabs. It has been said that he was driven by per-
sonal ambition, hoping to incorporate the Arab
portion of Palestine within his domain, yet it is clear
that he saw himself as an Arab acting for the Arabs.
As his grandson King Hussein pointed out, Abdul-
lah realized that the Jewish community in Palestine
was only the tip of the iceberg and that the balance
of forces dictated compromise. Abdullah met with
Golda Meir, who was acting on behalf of the polit-
ical department of the Jewish Agency, on 17 No-
vember 1947, and it was agreed that Abdullah would
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annex the Arab part of Palestine under the UN par-
tition plan but would not invade the Jewish part.

When the British mandate ended on 14 May
194.8, the Jews declared the creation of a Jewish
state, and war broke out with the Arabs. The Arab
Legion (Jordanian army) occupied what came to be
known as the West Bank; Britain accepted this as
long as Abdullah kept out of the Jewish zone; when
Jewish forces and the Arab Legion clashed over
Jerusalem, which was to have been designated an in-
ternational zone, Britain cut off arms supplies and
spare parts, and ordered all of its officers to return
to Amman. The Arabs held on to East Jerusalem,
but the Arab Legion had to withdraw from the towns
of Lydda and Ramla, which laid Abdullah open to
charges of betrayal. In the final analysis, his strat-
egy salvaged territory for the Arabs that may one day

serve as the basis for a Palestinian state.

Abdullah initiated a conference in Jericho at
which the Palestinian participants expressed a wish
to join in one country with Jordan. Parliamentary
elections were subsequently held in the west and east
banks, with twenty seats assigned to each. Parliament
convened on 24 April 1950, at which time Pales-
tinian deputies tabled a motion to unite both banks
of the Jordan. This was unanimously adopted. Ab-
dullah became king of a country that now included
the holy places in Palestine, with a population of 1.5
million, triple the population of Transjordan alone.

Abdullah was assassinated at the al-Aqgsa Mosque
on 20 July 1951 by a handful of disgruntled Pales-
tinians believed to be working with Egypt’s intelli-

gence service.

See also ARAB REVOLT (1916); BALFOUR DECLA-
RATION (1917); CHURCHILL, WINSTON S.;
FarsaL I 1BN HUSSEIN; GLUBB, JOHN BAGOT;
HusAyN 1BN ALl; HusayN—McMAHON COR-
RESPONDENCE (1915—-1916); HUSSEIN IBN
TALAL; ISTIQLAL PARTY: PALESTINE; ISTIQLAL
PARTY: SYRIA; KITCHENER, HORATIO HER-
BERT; LAWRENCE, T. E.; MEIR, GOLDA;
SHAHBANDAR, ABD AL-RAHMAN; STORRS,
RoNALD; WEST BANK.
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ABDULLAH II IBN HUSSEIN
King of Jordan beginning in 1999.

Abdullah II ibn Hussein was born on 30 January
1962, the first-born son of Jordan’s King Hussein
(r. 1952-1999) and his English second wife, Princess
Muna (née Antoinette Avril Gardiner). He briefly
was Jordan’s crown prince, from 1962 to 1965. Fol-
lowing primary studies in Jordan, Britain, and the
United States, Abdullah entered Sandhurst, the
Royal Military Academy in Britain, in 1980. He also
did graduate work at Oxford University in 1984 and
at Georgetown University in 1987. Abdullah became
an officer in the Jordanian army in 1985, serving
in armored units until 1993, when he became
deputy commander of the Special Forces. He was
promoted to brigadier-general and made head of
the Special Forces in June 1994. By May 1998 he

had been promoted to major-general.

Abdullah was catapulted from his quiet life as an
army officer into the full glare of national and inter-
national attention when his dying father redesig-
nated him crown prince on 25 January 1999. In so
doing, Hussein demoted his brother, Hassan, who had
been crown prince for thirty-four years. Abdullah
became king two weeks later when his father died on
7 February 1999. Despite several drawbacks—his half-
English parentage, weak command of formal Arabic,
and lack of political and diplomatic experience—
Abdullah rose to the occasion of ruling Jordan and
carrying on his late father’s immense legacy. Al-
though he lacked Hussein’s intimate knowledge of
Jordan’s tribes and traditions, as well as his flair for

playing the role of “head shaykh” of the country,
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ABDULLAHI, MUHAMMAD TURSHAIN

Abdullah II ibn Hussein became the king of Jordan upon the
death of his father in 1999. Since taking office, Abdullah II has
worked to modernize his country, strengthen its ties with the
United States, and bring some measure of accord between Israel
and the Palestinians. PUBLIC DOMAIN. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.

Abdullah’s service in the East Bank—dominated mil-
itary ensured him a degree of support and good will
among key Hashimite constituencies. His Palestin-
ian wife also helped him politically with Jordan’s

Palestinian population.

Abdullah ushered in his reign speaking of democ-
racy, governmental efficiency, globalization, and
technology. He was one of several young “Internet
kings” who emerged in the Arab world at the turn
of the twenty-first century. His habit of making
unannounced inspection visits to government offices
around the country, dressed as an ordinary citizen,
demonstrated his zeal in improving bureaucratic
efficiency, as did his interest in “e-government.”
Abdullah’s “Jordan First” (al-Urdunn Awwalan)
campaign also seemed to signal his attempt at pro-
moting a unitary Jordanian national agenda. Al-
though his father also spoke of “the one Jordanian”
family, he also promoted a more personalized

Hashimite rule than does Abdullah.

Abdullah escalated Jordan’s traditional pro-
Western orientation by identifying strongly with the

United States and its regional policies. His embrace

of globalization and his support of President George
W. Bush’s “war on terrorism,” including the per-
mission he gave for U.S. forces to be based in Jor-
dan during the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq, was a
departure from his father’s subtler policies. Like his
father, however, he became a mediator in the on-
going Israeli—Palestinian dispute, and hosted a sum-
mit in Aqaba in 20093 that brought together Bush,
Palestinian Authority prime minister Mahmud Ab-

bas, and Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon.

In June 1993 Abdullah married Rania al-Yasin
(b. 1970), a Kuwaiti-born Palestinian whose fam-
ily hails from the West Bank city of Tulkarm. In the
tradition of Hashimite royal women’s philanthropy,
Rania established the Jordan River Foundation in
1995. She assumed the title “queen” following Ab-
dullah’s coronation in 1999 and quickly became a
darling of the international media as well as an ar-
ticulate spokesperson of the causes she champions.
They have one son, Hussein (b. 1994), and two
daughters, Iman (b. 1996) and Salma (b. 2000).

See also ABBAS, MAHMUD; BUsH, GEORGE
‘WALKER; HUSSEIN IBN TALAL; PALESTINIAN
AUTHORITY; RANIA AL-ABDULLAH (QUEEN
RANIA); SHARON, ARIEL.

MiCHAEL R. FISCHBACH

ABDULLAHI, MUHAMMAD TURSHAIN

Commander of the Mahdist forces and ruler of the
Mahdist domains in the Sudan, 1885—1898.

Known in Western literature as Khalifa Abdullahi,
Muhammad Turshain Abdullahi was born at Tur-
dat in southwestern Darfur, one of four sons of a
holy man of the Ta(ayshe Baqqara. Upon hearing of
Muhammad Ahmad al-Mahdi, he went east to join
him at Aba Island in the Bahr al-Abyad; he was the
first to recognize him as the Mahdi. The Mahdi rec-
ognized his military abilities and made him a prin-
cipal military commander. In 1881 Abdullahi was
appointed a caliph, given the name Abu Bakr al-
Siddiq, and placed in command of the prestigious
black flag division of the Madhist army.

Abdullahi retired with the Mahdi to Kordofan
and there organized a series of crushing defeats of
the government forces that gave the Mahdist move-

ment the reputation of invincibility. He fought in
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the Jazira and oversaw the siege of Khartoum,
which, after long resistance, fell in January 1885.
On the death of the Mahdi in June 1885, Abdullahi
assumed the temporal functions of government as
dictator of an empire that extended from Dar Ma-
has to the Upper Nile and from the Red Sea to Dar-
fur. Except at Omdurman in 1898, when he was
overthrown, he did not personally lead his armies,
preferring to leave operational details to his field

commanders.

Abdullahi ruled harshly and arbitrarily in order
to maintain his large military establishment. His ge-
nius for organization was revealed in his system of
taxation and his attempts to establish factories to
manufacture steamers and ammunition, as well as
mints to produce coins. He insisted on the strict
observance of Islamic law. He was hostile to the re-
ligious brotherhoods, suppressing them where the
Mahdi had only discountenanced them. His merci-
less rule at length aroused the opposition of most
tribal peoples except his own bagqara, to whom he
gave a privileged position in the state in return for

their loyalty.

After the advance of the army of Egypt and
Britain into Dongola in 1896, Abdullahi’s prestige
suffered. Numerous defeats of the incompetent
general Amir al-Umara Mahmud Ahmad and Ab-
dullahi’s defeat at Atbara culminated in the battle
of Omdurman in September 1898. Fleeing south,
he and several companions were killed at Umm
Dibaikarat in 1899. He was buried on the battle-
field, several miles southeast of Tendelti on the Kor-

dofan railway. His tomb is venerated.

See also AHMAD, MUHAMMAD.
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ROBERT O. COLLINS

ABDULMECIT I

Thirty-first Ottoman sultan (r. 1839-1861), initiated
Tanzimat reform program.

ABDULMECIT I

Abdilmecit I was the oldest surviving son of the
Westernizing sultan Mahmud II. He had a good ed-
ucation, with a strong European component. He
knew French well, subscribed to French publica-
tions, and admired European music. Abdiilmecit
was also well versed in Ottoman Islamic culture: His
mother, Bezmialem, a formidable lady, had a great
influence on his upbringing and may have encour-
aged him to follow the reformist (miiceddidi) Naqsh-

bandi teaching of her Sufi spiritual adviser.

When Abdiilmecit succeeded to the throne on 1
July 1839, at age seventeen, the empire was in cri-
sis: Its army was defeated and its navy had surren-
dered to the of Egypt,
Muhammad Ali. The conflict was resolved only by

rebellious governor
the intervention of France and Great Britain, which
imposed a settlement defining Muhammad Ali as
hereditary viceroy and limiting his territories. Hence-
forth, the Ottoman Empire was forced to recognize
that its internal affairs would remain a concern for
the Concert of Europe in its aim to establish and

protect an international balance of power.

Within a few months of his accession, Ab-
diillmecit brought to power a group of young re-
formist ministers, who seem to have been motivated
as much by the ideals of the Nagshbandi movement
as by a strong commitment to Europeanization. The
leader of this group, Mustafa Regid, prepared and
publicly proclaimed, in the form of an imperial de-
cree, the Tanzimat reform program, limiting the
sultan’s arbitrary power and setting forth principles
of fiscal, military, and religious reorganization. The
young sultan held fast to this program and left po-
litical power in the hands of Mustafa Regid and oth-
ers of similar conviction, although factionalism
among ministers continued among reformists as

well.

The Crimean War (1853—1856) illustrates both
the Great Powers’ involvement in Ottoman affairs
and a crucial occasion for Ottoman borrowing from
Europe. The loans, obtained at unfavorable rates,
were spent on the military as well as various features
of material Europeanization that were economically
unproductive but symbolically significant. British
and French alliance with the Ottomans during the
war was promoted in Europe as aiding valiant Ot-
toman attempts at Westernization. Queen Victoria

made Abdillmecit an honorary Knight of the
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ABDULMECIT II

Garter, while the sultan proclaimed a second re-
form decree (Islahat) to promote equality for his
non-Muslim subjects, as requested by the Great
Powers at the end of the war. In the long run, how-
ever, foreign loans led to financial distress and sub-

mission to European fiscal domination.

Hailed abroad as a sensitive and intelligent
ruler, Abdiilmecit’s reforms were less popular among
his Muslim subjects, who perceived little immedi-
ate benefit from them. Resentment culminated into
violent uprisings in Jidda, Damascus, and Beirut,
which occasioned only further European involve-
ment. Neither were Tanzimat reforms sufficient to
quell non-Muslim discontent in the Balkans, where

various ethnic nationalisms were on the rise.

Abdillmecit died young, of tuberculosis. His
Muslim subjects looked to his vigorous brother and
successor Abdiilaziz to champion their privileges.
Among his many children were the last four sultans

of the dynasty.

See also ABDULAZIZ; GRIMEAN WAR; MAHMUD
IT; MUHAMMAD ALI; MUSTAFA RESID;
NAQSHBANDI; OTTOMAN EMPIRE; TANZIMAT.
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ABDULMECIT II

Last Ottoman caliph.

The son of Sultan Abdiilaziz (r. 1861-18%76) and cousin
of Sultan Mehmed VI Vahideddin (r. 1918—-1922),
Abdiilmecit II (also Abdiilmecid) was known as a
mild and scholarly man. He was elected caliph on
18 November 1922 by the Grand National Assem-
bly in Ankara which, under the leadership of
Mustafa Kemal (Atatiirk), had abolished the Ot-

toman sultanate on I November. As caliph, Ab-

diilmecit encouraged the loyalty of Muslims in
Turkey and elsewhere, particularly India. His grow-
ing influence was seen as a threat to the new Turk-
ish republic, and on 3 March 1924 the assembly
abolished the Ottoman caliphate and sent Ab-
diilmecit into exile aboard the Istanbul-to-Paris

train known as the Orient Express.

See also ABDULAZIZ; ATATURK, MUSTAFA KE-
MAL.
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ABIDIN, DINO

Turkish painter.

Dino Abidin was born in the Ottoman Empire but
spent most of his life in Paris. He was one of the
founders of the New Group, an artistic movement
of the 194.0s that favored socially conscious art, of-
ten exhibiting the life of laborers, villagers, and
fishermen. Abidin’s art is characterized by efforts
to forge compromise between seemingly contradic-
tory elements. In addition, Abidin is a prolific au-
thor of articles on subjects from philosophy to

contemporary cinema.
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DAvVID WALDNER

ABU

See GLOSSARY

ABU ALA

See QURAI, AHMAD SULAYMAN
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ABU AL-HUDA, TAWFIQ

Prime minister of Jordan between 1938 and 1954.

Abu al-Huda formed Jordan’s first cabinet of min-
isters in August 194.9; until then, the government
was an executive council under the terms of the
British Mandate and the Anglo—Jordanian Treaty.
He was part of the delegation that negotiated with
Britain on amendments that led to new government
structures, including a cabinet responsible to the
head of state and a legislative council. He was leader
of the Executive Council or prime minister twelve

times between 1938 and 1954..
Abu al-Huda helped King Abdullah I ibn Hus-

sein steer through the political maze during the
Arab—Israel War of 1948 and the union between
central Palestine and Transjordan. When King Ab-
dullah was assassinated, Abu al-Huda was chosen by
his peers, on 25 July 1951, to form the cabinet that
saw Jordan through those troubled times. Paradox-
ically, he presided over the enactment of the very
liberal constitution of 1952 under an impetus from
King Talal ibn Abdullah. Yet, during this two-year
period, which ended with King Hussein ibn Talal
ascending the throne, there was a shift of power
from the king to the prime minister. As a conse-
quence, Abu al-Huda exercised more power than

any other prime minister in the history of Jordan.

When Fawzi al-Mulqi’s cabinet, the first under
King Hussein, was shaken by disturbances follow-
ing border clashes with Israel, the king turned to
the veteran Abu al-Huda to form the new cabinet.
He convinced the king to dissolve parliament on 22
June 1954 as an assertion of executive dominance
over the legislature. He issued the Defense Regula-
tions of 1954, empowering the cabinet to deny li-
censes to political parties, dissolve existing parties,
prohibit public meetings, and censor the press. The
opposition charged that the new elections were fixed,
and Abu al-Huda’s measures encouraged the oppo-
sition to seek extraparliamentary forms of dissent.

Popular opposition forced his last cabinet to resign.
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ABU AL-TIMMAN, JA‘FAR

ABU AL-TIMMAN, JA‘FAR

Iraqi nationalist leader.

Ja“far Abu al-Timman was born in Baghdad to a rich
Shi‘ite merchant family. He contributed generously
to support troops of the Ottoman Empire who were
fighting the British occupation of Iraq during World
War I. After the war, he was instrumental in orga-
nizing the 1920 Iraqi armed uprising against the
British, who had created for themselves a mandate
through the League of Nations. By 1922, the British
recognized Iraq as a kingdom, under their nomi-
nee for king, Faisal I ibn Hussein, but they con-
tinued controlling the country. They ended the
mandate in 1932, and Iraq was then admitted into
the League of Nations. A treaty of alliance, however,

had been signed between the two countries in 1930.

Throughout his life, Abu al-Timman focused
on two main goals: (1) forging a national union be-
tween the two largest Islamic communities, the Sunni
and the Shi‘ite; and (2) struggling to end British
control. Upon his formation of the National Party
in 1922, the British authorities exiled him to the is-
land of Henjam in the Persian/Arabian Gulf for a
year. In 1928, during the early years of the king-
dom, he was elected a deputy of Baghdad in Iraq’s
parliament. He and the majority in the National
Party boycotted the elections of both 1930 and 1933,
objecting to the abuse of the democratic process by
the governments in power. Abu al-Timman halted
his political activities from 1933 to 1935; in late
1935, he started publishing the newspaper al-Mabda
(The principle) and allied himself with the leftist
group called al-Ahali (The people’s group). From
1935 to 1939 he served as president of Baghdad’s
Chamber of Commerce and encouraged national
industry as a way toward national independence. He
supported the military coup led by Bakr Sidqi in
October 1936 and served as minister of finance in
the coup cabinet formed by Hikmat Sulayman. He
worked for an egalitarian policy and for a larger role
for the state in the economy of Iraq. Political in-
fighting prompted him to resign this post in June

1937.

World War II began in 1939. In 1941, he sup-
ported the coup led by pro-Axis Premier Rashid Ali
al-Kaylani, which attempted unsuccessfully to end
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ABU AMMAR

the British presence in Iraq (based on the 1930
treaty of alliance).

See also AHALI GROUP; FAI1saL I 1BN HUSSEIN;
IrRAQ; KAYLANI, RASHID ALI AL-; SIDOQI,
BAKR; SULAYMAN, HIKMAT.
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MAHMOUD HADDAD

ABU AMMAR

See ARAFAT, YASIR

ABU DHABI

The largest, wealthiest, and most powerful of the seven
shaykhdoms that make up the United Arab Emirates
(UAE); also, the capital city.

Abu Dhabi’s 28,000 square miles (75,520 square
kilometers) make up 87 percent of the federation’s
area, and its 1.3 million inhabitants comprise about
40 percent of its population. Its terrain is mostly
flat and rocky, with areas of dunes in the interior,
and salt flats and numerous islands along the coast.
Abu Dhabi City, the capital of the emirate and the
country, occupies one of these islands. In the east-
ern part of the emirate lies its second most impor-
tant city, al-Ayn, which grew from a small village
within the Buraymi Oasis. In the western part of the
emirate slight rainfall collects in depressions to cre-
ate the arc of oases called al-Liwa. Abu Dhabi pos-
sesses 9O percent of the UAE’s approximately 100
billion barrels of oil reserves and 60 percent of its

significant gas reserves.

The al-Nahayyan section of the Banu Yas tribal
confederation has dominated the political history of
the region for more than 200 years. According to
the founding legend of the emirate, a hunting party
of the Bani Yas followed a gazelle across a shallow
ford to an island in the Persian (Arabian) Gulf. Af-
ter the discovery of water around 1761, a small set-

tlement was established, which was named Abu

Dhabi, “Land of the Gazelle.” Shakhbut bin Diyab,

ruler of the Bani Yas, had a small fort built over the
settlement’s well, and he moved his seat of power to
the island from al-Liwa. The coral block, adobe,
and timber fort was the largest structure in Abu
Dhabi for most of the town’s history and was first
mentioned in a written source in 1791. Because of
its proximity to rich oyster banks in the Gulf, in the
nineteenth century Abu Dhabi was host to many
pearling ships. Before the discovery of oil, the prin-
cipal means of livelihood for the emirate’s inhabi-
tants were diving for pearls in the summer and
engaging in animal herding and oasis agriculture
(mainly in al-Liwa and al—Ayn) during the rest of
the year. The rulers of Abu Dhabi signed a series of
treaties with Britain in the nineteenth century that

put them under the Empire’s protection.

The wholesale transformation of the emirate
began in the 1960s with the advent of increasing
revenues from oil exports. Under the rule of Zayid
ibn Sultan al-Nahayyan, which began in 1966, a
modern infrastructure and a large range of social
services were established. Following the 1968 British
announcement of impending withdrawal of military
and political protection, Zayid convinced the rulers
of the other emirates who were part of Trucial
Oman, as the British protectorate was known, to
form the UAE. Because of the prestige of its ruling
family, and especially the magnitude of its oil and
gas revenues, Abu Dhabi dominates the UAE polit-
ically and economically. These economic endow-
ments helped to fund the construction of modern
international airports, universities, hospitals, mu-
seums, towering hotels and office buildings, and a
modern communications and transportation infra-
structure where only 