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I'KKKAToijy NOTK

TIIK idea of writing these tales occurred to me while

reading a volume i>f >hort stories by my uncle. Sir

IJahindranat h Tagore ; l>ut as I have none of his inven-

tive genhi-. I Bel about collecting folk bales and putting

them into a.n Knglish garb ; a.nd the tale- contained in

the following pages were told to me by \arioiis illiterate

village folio, and not a few by ;i blind man still in my

Service, with a retentive memory. ;ind a great capacity

for Idling a stoiy.

SII(>\ON\ liKVI.
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TI1K OK1KNT I'KARLS.

A FEAST OF FISTS.

ONTK upon a time there lived a young Brahmin and

his wife in what would,
j inl^cd even by the standard

of a-ceticism of their class, be deemed extreme poverty.

I MM _'_' MILT ,-il<Mi'_
r

,1 sorl lit" dead-and alive existence upon

scanty and mi.-erahle fare, they were too proud to beg
or borrow. ;ui<l too lione-t to steal.

Yet. for all this, their faith in Providence never

vravered, but . on t he other hand, they di-cerned in their

present distress it- irmi hand foriring for them a closely

veiled destiii\ I h n >ii'_fh its ever mysterious ways.

Fortified in this belief, they bore with philosophy

their adversity until the '.'loom thickened around them,

unrelieved, as it veined to them, by a single redeeming

gleam of hope.

One day, maddened by the -i Lr ht of his starviiiL'

wife (for to Mii-h straits had they been reduced) the

young I'rahmin >et mil touards the forest in ^eaivh of

wild roots and fruit- for her, but alas I no sooner had

IIM i^o t there than he found the foiv-t on lire and il-

deiii/.en-. terror -triekeii. lleem L' aua\ in all direction-

Thu- disappointed, he -,at down at tin- foot of an

ancient banyan tree, under which a whole army iniL'ht

well h a\e bi\oiiaeked. and be^.m to pour fortli his u

A



2 THE ORIENT PEARLS

to the four winds of heaven in loud cries and lamenta-

tions after the fashion of all Orientals.

As the shades of evening fell, Haro and Gouri,

guardian deities and succourers of humanity in distress,

happened to be walking the earth, and his cries and

lamentations reached their ears.
"
Hark, lord !

"
said

Gouri, addressing her spouse,
"

Is not that the cry of

some mortal lamenting his lot ? He must be in sore

distress. Let us go and relieve him."

Haro, annoyed at the idea of his walk being cut short,

tried to dissuade her, saying :

"
Fair goddess ! suffering

is the badge of mankind. Indeed, these mortals bring

down suffering upon their own heads by sheer demerit,

and suffer they must, do all you can, until they have

passed through the usual cycles of birth, death, and re-

birth, again and again, working out demerit by merit

in the process, and thus paving the way for final absorp-

tion into the Deity, the source of their being. So why
trouble about these wretches ?

'

The goddess, whose feminine heart refused to be

convinced by his male logic, insisted upon Haro accom-

panying her to the spot whence the cry arose, and Haro

was obliged to give in to his headstrong spouse.

As soon as the Brahmin saw Haro and Gouri, whom
he recognized by the halo around their heads, coming
towards him, he set up a still louder wailing as if to

move them, specially the goddess, to pity.

They asked him what his mind oppressed,
What, woe lodged in his priestly breast.

The youth then told Haro and Gouri, between sobs

and tears, of the domestic tragedy enacted from day
to day of the starving of his young wife and himself

and pointed, in corroboration, to his ribs, which were
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almost visible in his emaciated frame a .sight and a

talo which could ni) hut |r|| even upon the most

callous of gods.

till'- tln'ii- li-'urt-i i" pity nn>M''l

A magic I'up t hf I/mis jippi-.i\ ed,
\ ,'up jo bounteous, ai < designed,
\ cnul'l, at once, I'-'-'l all mankili'l.

Hruo thon presented tin- Brahmin with the magic cup

\vhirh. he look pains to assure him. had the miraculous

power of producing toothsome dainties of any kind

and in any <|iiantity whatsoever for the mere asking.

Overjoyed with his present, the I'.rahmin thanked

his divine benefactors in Oriental hyperl.olc, and no

sooner \ven- their backs turned upon him than lie put t ho

cup at oner to the lest and l<> and hehold ! true to the

\vm-d of the gods, their Legaii to !lo\v. in a continuous

Stream, delicney after delicacy, such as had ne\cr Keen

tasted l>y mortal lips hefore, and the I'.rahmin ate and

ate until he could eat no more. Then, lakinir the cup

up in his hand, and carefully wrapping I he remainder

..t the food in the folds of hi.> t urhan. he t iirned hi- -tep->

homeward,

On the way, however, while pa-.^ng 1>.V
a eottag<>. ho

he.ii'd some little children crying fur more luvad and

milk than their poor parents could gi\e them. He

walked in. and generously ollered the childi-'ii aa much

luvad and milk a- the\ d.-in-d out of the in:i'_r ie cup.

and while lie wa- watching them cat and drink, and

talking with their parents, the cup WB& -ecrdly

rcmo\ed. and another -nl^t il ut ed in its place, which

wa- in no \va\ di-t m^ui-hahle from it except liy I he

eyes < >\ :

r
< >ds.

After the children had made a </ood meal and ipii'
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clown, the Brahmin got up and, amidst the vociferous

thanks of their parents, took his leave.

He now hurried home, and, arriving late at night,
as he had to walk a long distance across the fields,

found his wife sitting up anxiously waiting for him.
As soon as she caught sight of her husband, she rushed
forward to receive what he had brought, and, seeing a

cup in his hand, fancied it contained something for her

to eat. She seized the cup with eagerness, for she had
not broken her fast that day, but, finding it empty,
threw it straight away. The Brahmin, however, im-

mediately rushed up and caught it before it could touch
the ground.

' What a silly thing you have done !

"
said the

Brahmin to his wife in a tone of rebuke.
" You have

desecrated the gift of the gods." Having told her all

about the cup, and how and where and from whom he
had received it, he said,

" Do not fancy the cup is

empty ! Ask of it whatever you wish to eat, and that

you will have at once, and in any quantity."
'

I am dying of hunger," replied the wife in a tone
of penitence.

"
I do not hanker after delicacies, but a

little of the coarse fare I am used to will quite content
me."

As she said this, she wept and repented of her sacrilege
in contemptuously throwing away a sacred gift of her

folly in attempting to kill, as it were, the goose that was
to lay golden eggs for the rest of their mortal lives.

However, being extremely hungry, she was going to

ask the cup for her usual fare, when her husband inter-

posed and pressed her to ask of it some tempting morsel
;

so she asked for this, that, and a dozen other delicacies

all at once, but alas ! nothing, absolutely nothing, came
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out nl tin- clip. They ijiiitc thought that her desecra-

tion of the Clip had caii>rd it- magic to vanish, and. at a

loss what to do, they looked into it can-fulls , and t urned

it up and down seseral time-: but not a morsel of food

such as would >atisfy the smallest of small microbes

could they tind in it. So the woman, handing it back

to her husband, instead of dashing it to the ground as

she had half a mind to do, sat down and began to weep,
tor she felt keenly her husband's cruelty in playing
what she fancied was a practical joke while .-he \\as

almo.-t dsing of starvation.

The Brahmin, ama/.ed beyond mcasine al the failure

of the divine cup to produce food, began to examine

it carefully, as if there were .-omc llasv which presented
the magic working; but he failed to discoser any, and

then put all the blame upon his svife, for had she not

de-eciated the cup ? HoWCVCr, 'It's 110 Use cr\lllLr

over spilt milk," he thought, and. -eeing his wife

actually starving, and suddenly remembering the re-

mains of his recent meal in the folds of his turban, he

gave them to her to eat .

' Ma\e you broken your fast, dear *
"

she a>ke<I him,

a.-ha m ed of her conduct in doiriiiL' to .-at i.-fy her hunger

In-fore her lord had eaten. llosv .-elfish 1 am !

"
said

she. I \\-ill not eat a r.-e| nf tin- food unle.-s sou

share it with me." And it was onl\ svhen he had SWOHI

to her a hundn-d time.- that h<- had already attended

to his osui wants that -he could be persuaded to partake
of some.

The ne\t das the P>rahmin south au'aiii repaired to

the foot of the -ami 1 bans an lice. ;md began to rend

the air \vith still louder Oliefl and lamentations than he

had ral - d tlie escning before.
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At night-fall Haro and Gouri were again taking
their evening walk on earth, and his cries and lamenta-

tions, loud enough to rend the heavens in twain, reached
their ears.

"
Hark, lord ! hark !

"
said Gouri to her

spouse,
"
another mortal seems to be in distress. Can

you not do something for him too ?
"

Haro saw the prospect of another evening being spoilt,

but, finding it impossible to dissuade his headstrong
consort, he accompanied her to the foot of the banyan-
tree, where the Brahmin had stationed himself. As
the latter saw them approaching, he set up a still louder

wailing, as if desirous of enlisting their sympathy by the

strength of his cries rather than by the actual measure
of his distress

; for, Brahmin as he was, he had a shrewd

insight into the mind of the gods.

Gouri, moved to pity by his cries, and failing to

recognize him in the twilight, enquired the reason of

his tears, and the Brahmin repeated, between his sobs

(the characteristics of all beggars) the same story as on
the previous evening.
Haro walked up close to the man, and, after rubbing

his eyes and scanning the man's features well, said :

' You silly man ! what have you done with the magic
cup we gave you only last evening ? You have sold it,

have you not, and come again for another ? You are a
dishonest rogue."

The Brahmin, taking the dust off the toes of the

god, powdered his hair, or rather the top-knot of his

order, and, with folded arms, protested his innocence.
'

I do not know, my lord," said he,
" what thou art

pleased to call a magic cup ; both my wife and I tried

it, but it conceived nothing and brought forth nothing,
and my wife had to go to bed hungry. I did, indeed,
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find -omethmLr in it at tin- time you pre-ented it to me,

but pel-hap- that was pre\ ioii.-|y put there, and ii"t

produced by maLr ic."

.Vi\\- it was Ham's turn to protest tliat he had prac-

ti--'d no fraud upon him, and t hat hi- cup -i ill po--e-sed

the same miraculously productive pouer as lietore.

Nevertheless, determined to prose tlieir good faith to

the llrahiniii. Hani and (Jouri ret
j
nested him to take

them to hi- hut and >how them the. cup.

The llrahmin, feeling sure his divine gue>ts would

he aide to produce enough food for him and his \\ife

.1- well as for them-elves. out of tho cup, readily took

them tu his huinhle cottage; hut the \\ay was loii'_r ,

and Ham and Gouri soon began to feel tired and hungry,
for it was close upon dinner-time for the gods, and

corn-he- and hell- were -omnium ill the temple-, round.

As soon a- they arrised with the I'.rahmin at his hut,

the llrahmini knew at once by the halo round their

head- who her guests \veiv. and \\.is at a loss how to

entertain them. HOWCMT. shrewd, practical woman
U >he was, -he had bartered away the u>e|e-^ ciiji for

a. little u-efiil rice, and had cocked some nice curry to

i it with it. and was expecting her hu-hand to bring her

another, whii-h -he intended to deal \\ith in the -ame

way next day.

The P.rahmini \\ashetl the feet of her divine guests,

and then, placing the savoury nee and curry on two

broad |ea\es in front ,.f them. I.e^-ed them to |iartake of

the meal ;
but 1 1 a n> and Coiiri, although their mouths

were \\aterm:_r
. refu-ed to eat the food. o\sinur

,
a.s thev

put it, to ca-te aOTUpleS. The gods, they said, were of

superior caste to mortals; but the Brahmim ea-il\ rose

to the occasion] and her feminine uit >upplied her \\ilh
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a crushing answer to them. She coolly assured her

guests that the origin of herself and her husband was as

divine as they themselves claimed, for all Brahmins,
she reminded them with a smile of superior wisdom,
were the offspring of Brahma, the Sirdar of the gods.

Putting into the hands of Haro a copy of the sacred

writings, she asked him to refresh his memory.
Haro and Gouri felt quite abashed, and, without

another word, fell to, and between them did full justice
to the curry and rice, for with the long tramp across

the country their appetites had grown keen. Nothing
was left, as you may well imagine, for their host

and hostess, save the usual
"
prasad," or sacred

leavings.

After the entertainment, Haro asked the Brahmin
to produce his cup, and the latter in his turn asked his

wife to fetch it. With consternation she confessed that

she had bartered it for a little rice with a neighbour,
but offered to produce it presently. So saying, she
went out and brought it back in a few minutes.

' You said you never sold the cup," said Haro,

turning to the Brahmin. " What does your wife say
then ?

"

"
She must have done that after I had left home,"

replied the Brahmin, apologetically,
" and because she

had found the cup quite useless as a food-producer."
Needless to say, Haro was not satisfied with this ex-

planation ; nevertheless, he took the cup in his hand
to see what was wrong with it. He saw at once that
it was not the cup that he had given to the

Brahmin, but quite a different one
; the difference,

however, was indistinguishable to any eye but that of

the god.
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He cro. examined the 1 '.rahmin Bfi cleverly a- ;i

lawver. aa to In- previous da\ 's movement.-, and had little

ililti.-iiliy in the end in di-co\ ITJIILT the reason why the

(.ii|i
had ;i]tpareiitly lost its virtue, for the one before

him was a counterfeit.

Ham gave the Brahmin another eii]). saying, "You

are a silly man ! You did not take good care of your cup,

which mu.-t ha\e been aecretty exchanged for the one

you ,-howed me. Take this to the house of your friend-,

for who-e children you so generous^ produced bread

and milk yesterday, and sec what follows." Thereupon

Haro and ( loiiri took leave of their host and host.

The Brahmin, obeying the orders of the god, went

to the house of these people just at the time \\heii they

w.-re invoking the Stolen cup for their dinner ; as they

saw him coming, they hid the cup. and, -welcoming

him \\ith ontuard courtesy, asked liim to be seated.

Seeing anothei- cup in his hand, they now thought of

robbing him of this too.

The I'.rahmin. guessing their thought.-, said,
'

I-

there an\' nice thing you would like to eat '. .lu-t open

the lid of tlii> cup. and out it will come."

Then the-e wicked people, taking the Brahmin at

his \\ord. opened the lid, uhen. liorror of horror.-,! out

Hew from within it li->t- innumerable, which denlt them

})lnw> on their neck-. QO86S, and eai8, and beat them

black and blue.

They crietl out to the Brahmin to call back his lists

into the .-up, and, fetching the one they had stolen out

of its hiding' pla.-e. ami handing it OVr to him. prayed

him to be -one \\ ith all his devils.

Saving 'hn- recovered his cup, the Brahmin ran

home meriiK. and he and hi> wife made a .-nmptiioiis
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feast, such as they had never had before in their

lives.

The couple now rejoiced at their good luck, but they
wanted many other things besides food. So the wit
of the Brahmini suggested to her husband the opening
of a confectioner's shop ; for, said she, with the money
he would get by the sale of his sweets, they could easily

supply all their earthly wants.

The Brahmin, who fell in with the suggestion, at once

opened a sweetmeat stall, and his sweets, so unlike the

ordinary bazaar goods, were very popular, and his fame
as a confectioner came to be noised about all over the

country.

Now it happened that the King of the country had a

beautiful daughter, who was to be wedded to a greater
Prince than himself, and he did not know how to enter-

tain the huge party which was sure to accompany the

bridegroom to the wedding.
So it befell that the King called a council and placed

the matter before his councillors. The Prime Minister,
who had heard of the fame of the Brahmin, summoned
the latter and ordered him to take charge of the catering
for the wedding party. The Brahmin jumped at the

offer, seeing visions of gold floating before his eyes.
The wedding day came at last, and the whole party

was entertained without difficulty. The Brahmin had

produced a variety of viands, which were distributed

among the guests, who were seated in separate rows, in

order of rank or caste, upon cushions spread upon the

ground within a temporary pavilion. They enjoyed
the feast thoroughly and soon began to yawn audibly
as a sign of satisfaction, or rather of Oriental politeness,
for it is thought that, unless one yawns, one's host
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cannot know whether one has reall\ done lull justici

to tin- fi-ast or not .

After the \vhok party had retired for tin- night, the

Prime Minister said to the Kin.- before parting,
'

May

I havr, O Kin- '

thy word of honour, not to he angry

u-jtl, mel" These words \\T<- a sure sign that the

Prime Minister was aboul to advise his sovereign to do

something disa-n eahle :

i -,,- i give ih\ faith, and pli-ht ;i prince's \\<>nl

(if 8UI protection by lliv |i>\\'T and s \\onl,

I
r I must sp'ak \\iial \\isilmn would c-oncoiU."

Thr KiiiLr Lravc his word of honour, and the Prune

Minister in-L'ed him to possess himself of the Brahmin's

magic cup by foire or fraud. 'The King," said he,

\a the foremost man in his kingdom, and whatever is

excellent and be>t therein belongs l.y right to him, and

the proper place for the, nrahmin's food-cup is the royal

kitchen."

After that the Brahmin VWk6 BOnl auay \\ilh a largo

reward for his excellenl catering, hut hi~ cup did not go

with him.

The lirahmin departed in silence, Init none the lc.>s

determined to teach th- King the dilTeivnre between

11 mine
"
and

"
thine."

The followniL' day lh- Km- held a -rand durhar,

ami afterward.- gave a farewll entertainment to his

guests, -lust as lie was going round prr-onallx with

tl,,- magic eup in his hand. di>t ril.ut ing refreshment

I,, each "f th.-m. the I'.rahmm suddenly arn\ed with

th,. other OUp and handeil it to him.

Th- Kin-, thinking hi te mi-hl like a variety

in tlie way of SWeetf B ked them to tr\ JOme from the

tl. -W Clip. He at OnOe opened the lid, \\hen lo
'

111-1' i 1
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of sweets, out flew fists, like a swarm of hornets, dealing
out hard knocks to everyone present, and there was a

general stampede among the guests.

The King, thus humiliated before them, prostrated
himself at the feet of the Brahmin, and begged of him
to call the fists back into his cup. He did so, and the

whole assembly, infuriated at the insult offered them

by the King, their host, would have killed him, then

and there, but for his profuse apologies for the unfor-

tunate mistake, as he put it, which to some extent

pacified them.

For once in a way
"
virtue

"
proved something more

than
"

its own reward." The Brahmin was appointed

royal chaplain or guru, and lived happily ever after.
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: upon ;i time there was a pious Kin*: in I lindu-t an,

heloved of his subjects, as iniidi for his unst intcd

liherality to all and siin<lry as for his just and impartial

rule.

He was very fond of holy men, and delighted in their

eompanv. and always -howered his choicest jiifts upon

them.

One dav a rascal, who pretended that he was a holy

man. came to the Kin<_r and thus said to him :

"
() Prince!

I have li\ed a recluse in my cell all my life, only now and

then -tiiTin'_' out into the '_
r rea1 \vorld to vi-it ancient

-hrincs and plaC6B of pilL
r rimaLre

liy the sacred river<.

I feel supremely curious to know what a three da\-'

ehan^e in my dull, joyless, a>eetie life would feel like.

So do tlioii. O I'rince ! let me rule over thy kingdom

jiivt f. ir three dayv in thy place."

The KiiiL'. who never denied au<_'ht to any holy men.

agreed to this, and with his Queen and his t \\ o little sons

left hi> Slat.- on a three day>' holiday.

The '

holy
" man now took otT his \cllo\\ L'arl). and,

putting' on his hack the <_'or-_
reous die-- of a I'rinc--. -at

on the throne \\ith a '_'<>lden crown on his head and a

ji-uelled -ceptre in In- hand, and thu- ln^'an hi- tin----
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When the stipulated three days' rule was over, the

King returned with his family to claim his kingdom,
but the so-called holy man, loath to part with the

sceptre so soon, thus addressed himself to the King :

'

generous Prince ! I have tasted of the sweets of

power, but my three days' rule has expired too soon.

Do thou let me continue to reign for thee over thy

kingdom just a little longer."
; ' A holy man," thought the King to himself,

" knows

the Scriptures, and this man appears to be one, so he

may well be trusted to hold the sceptre for me, for

his rule is bound to be just and righteous."

Thus musing, the King consented to part with the

sceptre a little longer in favour of the new ruler, and

so away he went again with his wife and children, out

of his kingdom.
The King and his family travelled from place to place,

not knowing where to go, and journeyed on and on

until, overcome with hunger and thirst, they came at

last to a jungle. Here the King gathered together a few

wild fruits and sweet, juicy roots for his wife and children,

and with these they somehow appeased their hunger
and thirst.

Thus refreshed, the party again resumed their journey,
until at nightfall they were obliged to seek shelter at a

way-side inn.

Here there happened to be at the time several

travellers, and among them a merchant. The latter

had secretly trafficked in human flesh, and, as he gazed
with wonder upon the charms of the Queen, he at once

realized what a nice little fortune there lay in them,
could he get hold of her and sell her to someone as a

bride.
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With tliis idea uppermost in his mind, he began to

set hi- trap for the unwary Queen. He walked up to

tin- King and introduced himself to him.
'

I am a

merchant," said he,
" and have come to do some busint

in the city which is just a milt- from here. I have come

on in advance to secure a house suitable for- my wife,

who is an invalid. She is comin<_r to-morrow evening

and may require a little nursing. Shall we go together

t.. the city in the niorniii'_r and hunt for a ijiiiet, cosy

little house such as 1 want ?
'

The King, who never lost a chance of doing a good

turn t<> a fellow-man in distress, readily agreed to 1hi~.

and next morning they set ofT for the city together.

as arranged.

After -Mine aimless wandering up and down the

Street-, they at la-t succeeded in finding a llice house

ill a quiet quarter <\u-\\ as the merchant doired. When

everything was apparently settled and done with, they

ret timed to the inn.

Tin- merchant settled his l.ill with the innkeeper,

and. after taking leave of the Kim_r. remn\ed. or pre

tended to remove, to his hoti-.-

At du-k the merchant -cut a palanquin, a -ort of

i in chair borne by two men, \\itli a maid -MT\ ant and

a note to the King which ran thus :

' Dear friend, ju>t

I feared, my \\jfe has arrived quite ill and terribly

U]>set liy tlie journey. May I pre-iime upon otn - new

acquaint am e tn a-k \oll to lie -.1 kind a> to -end

vour \\ife to nui^e mine ju-t fur the night '. I am

-ending a palanquin and a maid -er\ant to fetch her

liere

The King, \\lio always delighted in goml d. (!-. did

imt -u-peet an\ lreic|iei\, 90 In- a|lo\\ed the (
(
Miei-i



16 THE ORIENT PEARLS

be taken away in the palanquin, with the blinds drawn

down, to attend, as he thought, on his friend's wife.

On the morrow the King, accompanied by the two

little Princes, went to the house of the merchant, but

to his great consternation found the shutters up and no

living soul within. Now at length the bitter truth

dawned upon him. The merchant had taken away
his wife by false pretences. With tears streaming
down his cheeks, he searched all over the city for the

Queen, but alas ! in vain.

Then, in the agony of his despair, leaving her rescue

to Providence, he took each of his sons by the hand and

went on his way, not caring whithersoever fate might
lead them.

Before they had gone very far, however, a stream

stopped their progress. The King, unable to get over

to the other side burdened with the two Princes, left

one on the bank (intending to return and take him

across), while he lifted the other on his shoulders and so

began to cross the stream. Hardly had he gone half

way when a tiger, which had come apparently to drink

water, snapped up with a growl the son who had been

left behind, and made for the jungle ;
and as the King

all too suddenly turned round to look behind, the boy
on his shoulder was jerked into the water and drowned,

or carried away by the current.

Thus for the King misfortunes came, not singly, but

in battalions. Having lost all his dear and near ones,

he journeyed on by himself, beating his breast and

rending the air with lamentations like one possessed ;

and in this condition he came wandering into the terri-

torj' of another Prince.

By a curious chain of accidents, the latter had just
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died, and his ministers, in accordance with (he quaint

old custom of choosing a successor by lot, took out

a hawk and a golden crown, and the ha\vk was let loose

juM as the woe-stricken King was entering the city.

After circling round and round over the heads of the

crowds which had followed close on the heels of the

ministers, as if to pick out the liltot one from among
tlirni. the hawk linally perched on the head of the

newcomer.

At once the ministers gathered round him, put Un-

crown on his head, and carried him triumphantly to the

throne. Here he was installed King with full regal

honours, and thus once more found himself in his

element . and so opened a fresh chapter in his life. He

bewail to rule over his new subjects, as might have been

expected, with justice and impartiality, and peace and

plenty smiled upon the land as they never had done

before. The people were all plea-ed with his rule. I, lit

were distressed to aee him always so gloomy and melan-

choly. The King, they knew, had no Queen, and that,

they concluded, was the cans.- of his BOdneSB. And

to provide him with a companion, his minister-,

without consulting him, inquired far and wide for a

suitable bride, at the same, time promising a handsome

reward to him who found one such U they wanted.

Attracted l.y the bait of a reward, .1 man one e\enm L'

brought a lady endowed with every iiood (piality.

and in everv roped tit to be a (,)uceii. The mini-

ters, having appro\ed of her a- a -uilable bride for the

Kinu. temporanK left her in a room in the pal:

while thev t heiii-,e|\ e-, prepared to illter\|eu the Kill^

with the object of inducing him to marry the lad\ of

then choice. ,lu-t at tin-- \ei\ moment a hunter and

O.P H
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a fisherman brought two boys, apparently orphans, and

as the King under Hindu law is the guardian of all

waifs and strays, they made them over to his ministers.

The latter, having asked the boys to wait just outside

the room of the Queen-elect, went to the King to advise

him to marry the lady they had chosen for him.

The boys, left to themselves in the dim twilight,

began to while away their time by narrating the adven-

tures each had gone through, and while they were thus

talking, the lady in the room leant forward and listened

to their stories, and then, suddenly flinging open the door,

fell upon their necks and began to kiss them fervently.

She was the kidnapped Queen, and the boys were her

own two little Princes, miraculously rescued, one from a

tiger's jaws and the other from a watery grave !

While the ministers were suggesting matrimony to

the King, a messenger came running to the court and

informed him of the strange meeting of the lady with her

two lost sons.

The King, accompanied by the whole court, went to

witness the scene, when, lo and behold ! whom did he

see but his own missing Queen, embracing her two dear

sons who had been given up for dead :

" He saw once more his dark-eyed Queen
Among her children stand ;

They clasped his neck, they kissed his cheeks,

They held him by the hand."

The wicked merchant was thus balked of his prey,

and for his very life ran away as fast as his legs could

carry him, while the hunter and the fisherman were sent

away with handsome rewards.

Thus did virtue triumph in the end. Nay, more,

the pretended holy man having ruled the State with
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harshness, his sul>jeets rebelled and put liiin to death,

:iml as the throne can ne\er IK- \\-ithont an occupant.

tin- old ministers set out in ipicst of their fonm-r Prince,

and, having found him. Itemed him to return to his

kingdom, But as he could not be in two plares at one

and the same time, he cut the (iordian knot l>v making

each son King of One Slate with a eoiineil of Elders, the

(^iieen and himself retiring into private life in accordance

with the immemorial custom amongst the ancients.



THE WAX PRINCE.

ONCE upon a time a certain King was long without

an heir to the throne. This made him sad.
" Who

will," he thought to himself,
"
carry on my name and

line, and, by a chain of descendants, invest me with a

sort of immortality on earth ? Who will offer oblations

to my ancestors and to me after my death ?
"

One day the King looked more than visually gloomy,
and the Queen, for the first time, mustered up sufficient

courage to ask him the reason of his sadness.
'

King," said she,
"

I have often seen you

thoughtful. I put it down to the cares and worries of

State ;
but I think that this time I am mistaken. To-

day you look unusually gloomy and depressed in spirits.

What can be the matter ? Do let me know the cause

of your mysterious sadness. Perhaps I may be able

to relieve your mind of it. At least, sorrow shared is

sorrow half relieved, as they say."
"
My dear Queen," replied the King with a sigh,

"
I

am myself most unhappy. Why should I make you
unhappy too by disclosing the cause of my sorrow ?

'

The Queen, however, persisted, and at last he spoke
as follows :

' O Queen," said he,
"

I am getting older and older

every day. What is troubling me most is the thought
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of dying without an heir to inherit my throne. Who

is to succeed bo this rod kingdom ? What would

become of me and my ancestors ? Deprived of filial

offerings to our souls, we shall fall headlong into hell.'

The Queen took in the situation at a glance. She

was herself the cause of all his unhappiness, for she had

not yet borne him any lu-ir. Indeed, what wonder,

thought she, if he should some day take to wife another

princess and so introduce a rival into the palace, since

he was so desirous of having an heir? This was not, how-

ex ,T. the wor>t thin- she had to fear. Should he have

a BOD l.y his Qew wife, the boy would, of course, succeed

t.) the tin-one, and hi* mother would be supreme in the

palaee, while she would be nobody at all. So she

called her mother -wit to her assistance, ami with a

si-nificant smile, which removed all his fears, she said

fcO the Kin- :

'

Is that, indeed, what is troubling you,

o King ? Let your mind be set at ease once and for

all. I shall soon present you with an heir.'

The Kin- I,.;,,,,-,! up with joy as if he had the moon

already in hi> -ra>p. Quite beside himself with joy.

he said to the Queen, half in earnest, half in jest :

'

KM-,

Queen! How could you have kept this happy newa

so long to your>e|f (

'

The Oucen. putting on a -rave face, replied :

KJ llL
r

'

1 ftm not alto-ether 1.. blame for that,

warned by a dre.mi to kei-p the Q6WH from yOU, l''-t it

.-hoiild make you unhappy.
11 Hmv could the news reall) make me unhapp)

exclaimed the Km-. "Surely, you are j,,king with

me. gue.-n !

"

.lokm- \\ith vou >. I'.v DO means," -lid th<- (,>ueen.

"Someone in a dream t..id me I should be the mother
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of a fair Prince, but that directly you looked upon the

child it should die."

Nevertheless, the King felt most happy at the early

prospect of an heir. He went straight to the court

and proclaimed the happy news there.

There was great rejoicing and merry-making through-
out the State. The Queen had already settled in her

mind her plan of campaign. She sent for the King
and thus said to him : "0 King ! I do not know

when, but I may at any moment present you with an

heir. Lest you should, by chance, look on the child,

I should like to live quietly by myself in a house away
from the palace. You should at once make arrange-
ments for my removal there."

The King thereupon fitted up a house in a quiet

neighbourhood for the residence of the Queen.
Time passed on until one day the Queen sent the

King news of the
"
birth

"
of a Prince.

The King could not, of course, come and see the

new-born babe himself, so he sent the Queen a

large quantity of gold coins as a gift for the

child.

The Queen made full use of the gold, as you may well

imagine. With some of it the nurse was won over

by her. This very nurse had a few days before been

delivered of a boy, and used to bring this child with

her into the Queen's room. Whenever the King visited

the Queen, the nurse would pinch the ears of the child

so as to make it cry with pain. Then she would try to

quiet the child by singing lullabies to it. Of course,

the foolish King thought it was his own child, and so

the fraud remained undetected.

In the fifth year the King sent a tutor to teach the
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supposed Prince, and him too the Queen won over

with part of th<- money she -till had.

The tutor wa^ ill a dilemma. He might have exposed

the fraud of the Queen, hut lie dared not, le-,1 he might

therehy ineiir her di-plea^ure, ami p<>ibly her ven-

geance. For aught he knew, the King might not believe

him. and in the first Hash of anger might order him to he

put t<> death. On the other hand, thus he argued with

himself, if he fell in with the Queen',- plans all would

be well witli him. For one thing, he would not be

troubled \\jth any work in the u ay of teaching, and

would get his salary month by month just the same.

Then there nii'_r ht be gifts for him into the bargain, and

before the fraud could be disco\ ered he \\oiild take

good care to leave the State, and so be out of the reach

of the King.

Thin reasoning with him-elf, the tutor made up hi>

mind to further the Queen's plans. He used to get
other children to supply him with specimens of cali-

irriphy, the he.-t of which he would represent to the

King .1 the work of the I'rime, and thus he received

valuable Lr ift.> for him-elf.

The King li\ed on in thi> fool's paradise until it

W&6 time to get the I'riiice married. The wedding day
WBB ti\ed. There \\eie great rejoicings throughout the

State, and everybody \\a-~ happy except the Queen,
who had a \erygood rea-o M I o be ot hei \\ i>e.

She \va.- in great fear and trembling, for -he felt >ure

that the fraud \\a- \\o\\- bound to be detected. Sin-

did not know what to do to pre\ent it-, leaking out.

However, once more mother uil came to her a---i.>l ame.

She made a wax tigure of a 1'rince. 90 beautiful and lift-

like M to make one mi-take it for a li\ ing pOTSOn. \\'ln n
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everything was ready she put the wax Prince inside
the palanquin, and thus said to the King : "I have
put the Prince into the palanquin ; take care to keep
close to it until it arrives at the bride's house. But
you must on no account open the door of the palanquin
and peep in, or the Prince will fare ill."

The King promised to do as he was bid, and started
with a grand procession for the bride's house, where
the wedding was to take place. On the way, however,
they halted by the bank of a river for a little while, and
the palanquin was set down on the bank, with the door

slightly ajar to let the breeze in. While it stood there,
a snake, which had its abode in the river, crept into
the palanquin unobserved, and seeing the wax Prince,

got inside the figure and made it alive.

Nothing being noticed, the procession started again,
and reached the house of the bride just at the hour
fixed for the wedding. There was quite a large number
of guests present, and amongst them there were not a
few Princes. These, accompanied by the father of the

bride, came up to the door of the palanquin to receive
the bridegroom.

Directly the door was pushed open, lo and behold !

out stepped a young prince, as beautiful as if he were
made of wax, and bowed his head gracefully, with a
smile to every one present. For the first time, the King
looked on the Prince, notwithstanding the Queen's
warning ; and no sooner had he beheld him than he

flung himself on his neck and kissed him.
Soon after, he was seized with remorse lest some

misfortune might befall the Prince, but it was too late.

The wedding passed off without anything happening
to mar it, and the following day the King started back
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for his kingdom with th Prince ami his wife. No

sooner did the Quern hear <>f their coming than she

swooned away for very fear. She felt sure her fraud

had hern discovered, and there was no knowing what

the Kinur mi.uht do to her in his anger. Coming to the

room wherein lav the Queen, the Prince and hia bride

entered, and tindiiiLT her apparently asleep, bent down

and took the dust off her feet. At this the Queen

slowly opened her da/.ed eye-, and whom should she

behold hut her own wax Prince standing by her side

with the Princess !

She jumped to her feet at once, and received the

Prince and the Princess with every outward mark of

warmth. The whole tiling >iruck her as if it were a

tin,- pjrcr of stage acting. She thought her wax Prince

must have been clothed with lle.-h and Mood and then

made ah\ 6 h\ BOme magician or other.

Tin- was not. however, the time to show her surpri-e.

She l,|e--ed the pair and welcomed the Prince.-.- to the

palace, Nevertheless, however much she may have

lavished her alTectioiis upon the wax Prince, she

used to tear him and dared not look him in the

face.

( )ne day the Prince-- -aid to the Queen :

'

( ) Queen !

I. who have ju.-t heen introduced into the family, lonir

to hear something of it- hi-tory."

Thi- pro\ed a capital opportunity for the Queen to

i-|'\ her oun curio-il\ a- to how her \\ a \ Prince had

turned into tle-h and blood, and BO she replied: ()

Prince--' I .im hardlv more \er-ed m that than your

self, and do not know the histor\ of thi- famiK half

as well as vour hu-liaud do68. I am .-lire he will tell \oii

if you a-k him."
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One evening, the Prince and Princess were walking

together along the bank of the river near the place

where the palanquin containing the wax Prince had

rested, and the Princess asked her husband of what
race he was.

'

Princess ! do not be too curious," the

wax Prince warned her.
" Ask me anything else you

like but that, and I will tell you."
This rather whetted her feminine curiosity, so she

at once begged and coaxed him to tell her who he

was.

The wax Prince went down into the water and warned

her once more :

"
Princess !

"
said he,

" do not try to

know what is not good for you. Knowledge is a poor

exchange for happiness.".

As he said this, his feet at once ,'changed into the tail

of a snake, but the Princess could not see it under

the water in the dark, and still insisted upon his answer-

ing her question. "Princess!" said the Prince, "then

you still want to know who I am ?
'

She said,
"
Yes."

And lo ! the tail extended right up to his waist. Still

the Princess persisted, and the Prince, going down into

still deeper water, said,
' '

Princess, do you still want

to know who I am ?
' The Princess took it all to be a

joke, so she said, "Yes." And this time the tail extended

right up to the Prince's shoulder. For the last time

the wax Prince warned the Princess, saying,
"
Princess,

do you still want to know who I am ?
'

' You have repeated the same question thrice over,"

said the Princess.
"

If you love me, tell me of what

race you are !

'

The wax Prince at once became a huge snake which

reared its gigantic hood, and, with a terrific hiss, plunged
down into the water and disappeared.
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Prince , seeing IHT hu-l>and change into a -nake,

fell Straightway into a -woon. and, wlicn she came to

herself, found -lie had Kern hroii^ht 1o a hut hy a kind-

hearted old \\oinan who had gone down to the river

to fetch water. The whole strange tragedy -eeim-d

to thr Princess to l- an evil dream, and. not daring to

return to her father-in law's bouse without the Prince,

she decided to stay on with the old \\oinan.

When the 1'rinec and the Prince-- failed to return

to the palace, the l\iir_r became very anxious al>out

them, and suspected with reason (for had he not looked

on the Prince, notwithstanding the Queen's warniiiL' '.)

that Mime misfortune, must ha\e happened lo them.

Bowever, a |om_r -earch was made for the mi-sini:

couple, far and near, l.ut of neither the Prince nor the

Princess could any trace l,e found. The \\orst fear-

of tlie Kiii'_' \sere no\v reali/.ed.
'

I told \ou so." said

the (^iieen to the KniLT.
"

\ et despite my \\a]'nin'_r you

looked on the I'rince. Something has iindouhtedly

happened to him and his \\ife." There was now \\eep-

iiiL'. aa liefore there had I.een rejoicing throiiyhout

the State.

Time \\ent 1>\ . A eiirioiis incident, ho\\ever. was

noticed at the bouse of the old uoman. l-',\er\ after

noon a l>i'_
r snake u>ed to come from the direction of

the ri\er and .-it coiled up at the feet of the Prim,

and even -ho\\ed a di-po-ition to p|a\ \\ith her; and.

., he did her alisolutel\ no harm, -lie ^i'ew fond of him,

and would feed him on milk and cream with her O\MI

hand.

The ne\\ - of tin- extraordinary incident, a- one mi'_'ht

ha\c e\pei-te,| -pre.nl lar and \\ide. and at la-t leadii-d

the ears of the KJIIL', \\lio, one .ifti-rnoon. attracted hy
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curiosity, went to the old woman's house secretly, and

hid himself behind the trunk of a tree.

The Princess had just fallen ill and was asleep in her

room, with the old woman sitting by her. Before he had

been long there, the snake came crawling to the house

from the direction of the river, and, not finding the

Princess in her accustomed seat, began to circle round

the room in an agitated manner. Hurriedly looking

round to make sure that no one was near, the snake

threw off his slough, and lo and behold ! out stepped

the wax Prince and walked straight into the Princess's

room. The King, who had been watching all this from

behind the tree, then seized the slough and burnt it up.

After that, he rushed to the room of the Princess, and

before the wax Prince could get away he found himself

confronted with the King, who caught him in his arms

with cries of joy.
" Wax Prince

"
(for that was the

name he went by),
"
where have you been so long ?

'

cried out the King. At the mention of the name " wax

Prince," the Princess sat up in her bed with a start, when

whom did she see but the King holding the wax Prince

in his embrace ! Joyfully did the King return to the

palace with his long-lost son and daughter-in-law. The

old woman, too, accompanied them, and was well cared

for all the rest of her life.



THE GOLDEN PAIMIoT.

ONCE upon a time there was a KiiiLf \\lio had seven

sons. He was very fond of birds, and he had a large

collection of some of the rarest species in the world.

He used to amuse him>'lt' b\ listening to their songs

and ga/ing at their plumage.

One day, while listening to the songs of his l>inls, he

fell asleep and dreamt a curious dream. A gho>tly

form appeared before him and said : '() Prince I you
have certainly some of the finest singing birds in

the world, but none of them can compare with the

(lolden Parrot in the possession of the (
t
)ueen of the

Peris (Fairies), who lives on ;i float ing island. If you

could : yourself of this parrot you would want

no other bird."

Next morning, the Kin<_r got up from his l.rd early.

and, calling his B6V8H sons together, said to them:
"
My dear sons, you know how fond I am of birds. I

have collected many rare kinds from various lands,

but none of these rival (lie beauty of the (lolden Parrot

to In- found on a certain floating island guarded by

Peris. Should any of you x-eiire this bird for me, I

would L'i\ e him half m v kingdom BBS re\\ ard .
e\ en during

my lifetime. I would make al.M.lutely no distinction

between the eldest and the \oiiiiLr e-t in tln^ ic-pcct."
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On hearing this, six of his sons became very much

excited, and, fastening their swords to their belts,

offered to set off at once in quest of the Golden Parrot.

Before starting, however, they said to the youngest
brother :

' You see we are going out to fetch the Golden

Parrot. We may or may not succeed in our adventure
;

there may be many trials and difficulties in our way
which cannot yet be foreseen. So, to ascertain whether

we are in danger or not, you must keep a bowl of milk

on the roof with an arrow stuck in the middle, bolt

upright. Should any danger overtake us, the milk is

sure to turn reddish in colour. If the arrow tumbles

down, that will mean our approaching doom. As soon

as you find the milk turning red, come to our rescue

if you can."

With these words, the brothers set out with a light

heart in quest of the Golden Parrot. On they journeyed

merrily until dusk, when they sought shelter at an inn

for the night.

Inns are sometimes frequented by robbers disguised

as travellers. It so happened that some clever thieves

followed close upon the heels of these Princes, and they
all entered the inn close together. The innkeeper

had no idea whether the robbers formed a separate

band of travellers, or were members of the Princes'

party. In the end, however, he put them up to-

gether.

When the Princes had fallen asleep, the robbers

ransacked their rooms and seized everything they could

lay their hands upon, and then, mounting their horses,

rode quietly away.
The next morning the Princes found that they had

been robbed overnight. They went and complained
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to the innkeeper i >f the roMierv, but the latter at On06

put tin-in <lo\vii a- rogues and cheats.
"
Well," -aid tlx- innkeeper tn the Princes.

"
win-re

are y<ur friends < You have sent all your thiirj-

awav securely I>V them in advance, and now you
want to cheat me of my dues. You mu-t either

pav me what is owin<i, or el-e ,-nlmiit to l>e m\

.-lave- until you havo earned sutlicient to clear oil'

your delil ."

A- there wa- no other alternative, they had to -ubmit

to the innkeeper'- term-, and BO bc'jan a life of slavery

in his service.

In the meantime the \oun<_re-t Prince noticed the

milk in the lm\\l turnine- reddi.-h. so. thinking that his

l.mtliei- were in ilisti-e . he -et out in search of them,

hoping ;it the .-a me time to lirinir lack the (lolden

Carrot for the KiiiLr
.

He journeyed from place to place until lie came upon
an old hermit in a -late of profound meditation and

uncon-tcioiis of his -urroundiipj- ; a hollow in an ant-

heap formed hi- cell, while the tendrils of many a creeper

crept in and out throiit'li hi- matted hair, and the hermit

him-elf looked like a piece of statuary.

The I'lilice tore away the creepers, cleaned Up his

cell, and uaited upon him with joined palm-.

(ne day the old ascetic opened his da/.ed
eyOfl and

looked on the 1'iiiice in attendance upon him. He u i
-

p|ci-ed with hi- dc\olion, and reipic-led him to a-k

for whatever lioon he plea-ed Bfl a rewai'd.

The I'rince said,
'

I \\ant the (tolden I'arrot which

ha- liccn dreamt of l>\ m\ fat her
"

\~k for an\ thin-/." 1 he hermit replied,
'

luit the

Coiden Parrot."
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But the Prince persisted : "I ask for no other boon
;

either the Golden Parrot or nothing."

Thereupon the old man said to the Prince :

" Thou
hast set thy heart upon a mad task. Thou knowest

not what dangers lie in thy way. Thou mayest lose

thy life for thy pains."

Still the Prince persisted: "Cost what it may, I am
determined to risk everything for it."

'

silly youth," the ascetic thus began,
"
since

thou hast set thy heart upon the Golden Parrot, lend

me thine ear. Hard by this hermitage is a lake fre-

quented by Peris for their morning bath. Before

going down into the water they are wont to take off

their wings and leave them on the bank. Get hold

of a pair of these if thou canst, and with them fly after

the Peris, but out of range of their sight. At noon the

Peris have their afternoon sleep, and then is thy chance.

Go into the quarters of the Queen of the Peris, seize

the bird, and fly back with it to me as fast as thou

art able. Remember thou carriest thy life in thy
hand."

The Prince thanked the hermit, and, according to

his instructions, betook himself to the spot where the

Peris were in the habit of depositing their wings, and

hid himself in a tree near by.

Shortly afterwards a band of them came flying

through the air, took off their wings, and, flinging

them down beneath the tree, plunged into the

water.

While the Peris were engaged in bathing and swim-

ming, the Prince came down from the tree stealthily, and,

putting on a pair of wings, lay in hiding in the neigh-

bourhood of the lake.
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One I>V one the Peri- came (.ill i if llir Water, ami.

putting on (lirir WJIIL'S, llr\v auay toward- their island

lionir. followed by tin- Prince at a safe distance.

In the meantime the I'eri \\ho-e wiii'_rs were stolen

could not, of course, lind them when >he came out of

the water, and looked for them everywhere.
In the eoiir-e of her search -lie came to the hermitage,

and. seeing the ascetic, accused him of .-tealin.Lf her wings.

The a-retic feigned to he in a <jreat i.rjc and -aid to

the I'eri :

'

Daiv-t thoii call me a thief ( Dost thou

not know I am a j_
f reat saint and can consume thee \\ith

the lire of my wrath '.

The I'eri then fell at his feet and lie-'j-ed his pardon,
and n-ipioted him to help her to lind her win^s.

Of eoiir-e the hermit knew who had taken auay her

win^s. and that there would lie no n-e for them after

the (iolden Parrot had Keen -ei/ed. So, to occupy her

time until the Prince came hack, he took her round the

lake and pretended to -earch for them.

The da\ u. i re on t ill noon, and the ascetic was expect-

ing the Pi'ince hack every moment. He turned to t he

I'di and said :

' Do you rc-t awhile by this lake. I

fol'L'ot I expected a Lr lie.>t at liooll, so let me Ljct back

to the hermitage and fetch him ;
we -hall both join \ on

in search a<_rain. pi'e-eiit ly."

( )f course the j^uest \\-as no other than the Prince,

uho, follou iii-j ihi- in-t i-iict ii MI- of the ascetic, had

>iiccreded in liriiiLMUL' a \\ a y ihe ( i ilden I'.iiidt and

returned to the hermit a^e -oon after.

\\VII done, my boy' -aid the hermit to the Piince.

a> he looked at the (iolden I'.inl. No\\ .
come alter

Ilie to t he lake but I aki- i I |e to hide I he \\ 1 1 1

- - \ oil ha\ e

III a h'lle -otiieuheiv

ii. r. e
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The Prince did as he was bid, and then came on to

where the ascetic and the Peri had been searching for

the wings. At last, guided by the Prince, the Peri

saw something of a rosy hue inside a hole. She peeped
in and, with cries of joy, exclaimed :

" Here are my
wings ! Here are my wings !

' The Prince then crept

into the hole and brought them out for her.

The Peri was now convinced that her suspicions

against the ascetic were unfounded. She thought
the wings must have been seized and carried away
into the hole by a jackal or some other animal, while

she was sporting in the water.

Pleased with the Prince, she gave him a golden flute

as a reward, saying,
"

If you ever get into any trouble,

you need only blow the flute at midnight, remember,

only at midnight and no other hour ! and I will come

to your succour."

The Peri then put on her wings and flew away gaily.

Soon afterwards, the Prince took his leave of the ascetic,

and, taking the Golden Parrot with him, set out in search

of his brothers.

In the course of his wanderings, he happened to halt

at the inn where his brothers were working as the slaves

of the innkeeper. He walked up to the latter and

offered to redeem his brothers by paying him their

dues. To this the innkeeper agreed, and, after the

Prince had paid what was owing and had left the inn, his

brothers were released with the brands of the innkeeper

on them. They knew nothing, of course, of this change
of masters. They thought they had worked out their

debts and had been restored to liberty.

The six brothers then set off for their native country,

but, before they had gone far, they met their youngest
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brotlu-r with tin- Colden Parrot. The\ were tilled

with envy to Mini him successful uln-re they had

failed. They knew that, if lie was allowed to go home

alive with the (lolden Parrot, he was sure to got half

the kingdom afl a reward. So they decided to rol) him

of the hird and get him out of their wax, for a dead

man tells no tales, and they, )>\ pre.-ent in<_' the Parrot

to their father, would -jet half the kingdom lietween

them.

After this wieked decision, they ha|>|iened to rest

by a well, when- one of them. pretending to l>e thirsty,

was al>out to draw water, when the youngest In-other

volunteered to do it for him. As he hen) down to draw

the water, the wieked In-other- pushed him in. and

taking possession of the Parrot, went on their \\ay.

Thus it was that the \oim- Prinee toiind himself at

the I K.t ton i of the well. I nit . 08 it -till u anted -ome hours

to midnight, he could not lilo\\- the tlute for assistance

Punctually a- the hour of midnight ari'ived. he Mew
the golden llute he had on his person, when lo and

liehold ! his friend, the Peri, came Hying through the

air. She dreu the Prince out of the \\ell, ami then, lift-

ing him upon her urn-- earned him straight oil to his

father'-, kiiiL'dom. and put him down just in front of

the Kin:.' and Queen, as the\ \\en- \\alkinir together in

their park.

The Kiuir, snrpri-ed at this .strange sJLiht. i-eeei\ed

hilll \\itll jo\ , feelillL.' -lire he had >l|eeeeded ill ||i> -e.lleh

for the Coiden Parrot. The Prmre assured hi- f.nhei-

lii- In-other-, \\ere l)ringiii'_
r it \\ith them.

Shortly afteru ird-. the -i\ eldi-r BOIlfl ani\ed \\ith

the (golden Parrot, and, presenting it to the Kni'j.

asked him to -hare the kingdom \\ilh them aci-oiding
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to his promise. Of course, they took it for granted
that their youngest brother was dead and gone, so

what was their astonishment to find him safe and

sound at home ! They thought at first it was his ghost,

but turned pale with fear as soon as they realised he

was really flesh and blood.

The young Prince then told the King how he had

found his brothers working as the slaves of an inn-

keeper, how they had been branded with red-hot irons,

how he had redeemed them, how they had behaved

wickedly to him by throwing him down a well and

robbing him of the Parrot, and all the rest of his adven-

tures.

The King then ordered his six sons to disrobe them-

selves, and sure enough, the branding was distinctly

visible on their bodies, as the youngest brother had

said.

The King turned his six wicked sons out of his king-

dom, and he and his youngest son reigned over their

subjects happily.



THE TABLES TURNED.

UNTI-; upon a time there. were two nri^hhmirs. Imt.

contrary to what neighbours oii^ht to do, they lion- very

littlc love toward.- each other. One was a fool, bu1 rich

beyond the dreams of avarice, and the other \\ a s a SaLr e

who lived liy his wits. \\'henever they met. they were

sure to quarrel and wrangle like school children. The

fool would taunt the Saj^c for heini: pool- in spite of

his uisdoni. and the latter would taunt him in return

with ten-fold interest. So they lived on. and >o they

would have Lfone on li\ in<j to the end of the chapter, but

for a -trance e\ cut .

Once thc\ met. and, as usual, fell to quarrellini:. ;uid

this time their quarrel -ecms to ha\c reached its climax.

'Thou pratc-i \\ords of \\ixlom, to lie sure," said the

fool to th SaLr
e,

"
lint, for all that, thou art a> |ioor a-

II ehlireh ni. HI

"And thou weare>t a Kind's ransom on thy

l>ark," retorted the sage, luit earrie-t an .1 -

head on thy >hoiilders. for all that. Thou IH:IL"J'^I

M> of thy wealth. Imt all thy L'old i> no match h-r

my \\its."

At this the fool lieeame \ CIA aipjrv. and -aid :

l'|-o\e that if thou caii-t. and. <hould ttiy \\it- -in

when- m\ L'"ld tuU. I \\ill aillinu'ly L'" -hare- -.\itli
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thee in all my wealth. Let us put the matter to the

test at once."
"
Agreed," said the Sage, and away went both to the

King of the land and prayed him to act as judge and

decide the quarrel between them. The King looked

at them with a mischievous twinkle in his eye, then

sat down and wrote a short note, and, after sealing it,

threw it towards them with a chuckle, saying :

" Take

this to my brother King over the frontier, and he will

decide your quarrel for me. Neither of you will ever

have occasion to quarrel any more, I am sure."

And so with light hearts they crossed the frontier

together and presented the note to the King for whom
it was intended. The latter broke open the seal and

read out its contents
'

Pray put the bearers of this

to death at once."

The fool, the Sage, and the King stared at each other

in blank amazement. The two neighbours now found

themselves caught in a trap and were at their wits'

end to decide what to do to save their necks from the

gallows. Verily, for them it proved a case of falling

out of the frying-pan into the fire.

The Sage now took his rich neighbour aside and

told him to save his own life by his gold if he could,

without minding about himself
;
and the latter tried to

bribe everybody from the King to the executioner with

gold, if they would only let him escape death, but all

in vain. The King turned a deaf ear to all his prayers

and entreaties for mercy, and none of his officers dared

to disobey him.

Now the fool turned to the Sage and said to him, in a

tone tremulous with fear :

'

Well, for once my gold

has failed. Now it is thy turn to try and save our
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lives liy thy wits if thou can-t. and. if thou -ucceede-t

half i/t m\ \\ealth will IK- thine, according to our coni-

pact."

The King llien ordered them to lie taken away at

Once to the place, of execution
J

lillt. when they were.

l)eiiiLr reinovc(l from hi- pre.-ence, the Sage liroke out

into a lond hurst of mock lan-jliter. and the King, seeing

him laugh while he should ho weeping, asked him the

reason of his strange liehavioiir, and out came this

Btoiy I "0 King!" .said the Sage,
"
thou art anxious

to know the reason of my laughter, and well mayest
thou he anxious to know it for thine own sake. A
hoai\ headed a -t i'o[r iger,

"
wen t on the Sage. >etting his

\\it- to \\ork, ''once came to the court of our King
and predicted, with a solemn wag of hi- heard, all sorts

of mi-fort lines for his kingdom, so long .1- we two

wretches, ;is he was plea-ed to call u.-, \\i-re permitted

to live ill his State. 'They are most unlucky fellows,'

.-aid the a-lro|oger,
'

hut do not thou kill them for that,

or e|>e their ill luck will lie transferred to tliee and

thy kingdom. Cct them put to death \}\ some other

Prince, for that \\ill lie killing two liirds \\ith one -tone

In the lir.-t place, thou wilt thus he rid ot them, and,

directl\ the\ are -lain, their ill luck will lie transferred

to their sla\er, and his kingdom uill fall an
eafij prey

to thine arm-.' < )f OOUTB6, nothing \\'as thought of it

at the time, and \\ e took it for a joke. NOW we

undeceived."

This <tory had its expected elTeet, and all the,

milled courtiers, with one voice, advised the King
to let the men go. There mii-l lie -ome truth in what

this man -aid, they declared, for thc\ miL'ht ju-t a- well

ha\e been executed in their o\\n country, in.-tead of
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being sent so far away over the frontier without any
reason being given.

Now the King became very angry, and sent the men
back to their country with a sealed message for their

King, which he delivered into their hands. They pros-

trated themselves to the ground and went back home
as fast as their legs could carry them.

As soon as they reached their own country, they

presented themselves before their King, and the Sage,

with an ill-concealed chuckle, put the sealed letter into

his hands. The King was surprised to see the wretches

back alive, and, breaking open the seal, he read the

message, and as he read it he turned deadly pale. The

message was as short as the one he had sent to the

frontier King, and read thus :

"
This letter is sent to

inform you that I declare war against you."
The King, surprised and frightened beyond all mea-

sure, asked the Sage the meaning of it all, and the

latter stepped forward and repeated the story he had

told the frontier King, with such good results for himself

and his friend.

The King now remembered the chuckle of the Sage,

and said to him and his friend, the fool :

' You must

not shout before you are out of the wood. You are

congratulating yourselves on having escaped death,

but you cannot escape it now at my hands." And, so

saying, he ordered them to be put to death at once.

The fool sought to save his life with his gold and,

having failed once more, resigned himself to his fate.

When they were being removed from the presence of

their King, the Sage again broke out into a burst of

mock laughter, as he had done before the foreign Prince.

The King, surprised at his conduct, enquired the reason
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of it, and (In- Sa<_re tlui.- replied to liiin :
'<) KiiiL'

'

I am '_'lad thoii ha-i a-ked tin- rca-on of my laughter,

fur thy kingdom depends on our lives. \\'e two are

more than a mateli for any army the foreign KiiiLr

may >etid, yet tliou art . so bo speak, lopping off the VOFJ

branch on which tliou art >eated. 'I'hat it \vas tliat

|in>\ oked m\ lauuhler."

Thereupon the Kin<,r said :

'

Very well, prove what

you >ay by your deed.-. If \oii can drive hack the

invading army, I will spare your lives, but if you fail

to cany out \oiir boast. ivmemliei' I \\ill order \oii to

he thrown anion^ a pack of do^s. to In- torn to pii

limli from limb as a punishment for all your wicked

lies."

Neither' the Sa-_re nor the fool had ever ridden a hor.>e

or handled a weapon in their li\c>. so the\ had to In-

-trapped on to their hor-c- that they miirht not fall,

and -u-o|-f|> \\ere huii'_r to their lielts.

hireelly they sa\\- the foreign Kin.L
r coining uith an

army, they rode up to him. and, interpo>inu
r

t hem>e|\ e-

lietueen him and hi> arm\. >aid to him: '() I'lince'

before thoii ad\anee>( one -tep I'ui'ther. thou must cither

liLfht u> or return to thy kingdom."
The I'rincc and hi- arm\ liecame very much frightened

le-t -ome misfortune miirht come to them since tliey had

looked on the face- o| (lie t \\ o most unlucky men III

the \\orld.
'

If I liL'ht and kill the>e t u o uivtches."

thought the I'rince to himself,
"

I shall |o>e my king-

dom. accordiiiL' to t he predii't ion of the -oot h-a \ cr ; and

thev \\ill not liiidi''- an inch ami are >o ca^cr to die

ai our hand-, th'-re mii-l lie -nine 1'ca-ou for it ;
so it

\\ill lie -afer to leave the urelchc- and their eounlrv

nlolie." Thu- mu-iiiLr. the KIIIL' returned \\jth In-
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army over the frontier, and the Sage and the fool re-

turned to the King with the glad news.

The King was pleased with their bravery, and, as a

reward for their services, not only spared their lives,

but gave them the highest ranks and honours in his

patronage.

Now, according to the compact, the fool exchanged
half his gold for the Sage's begging-bowl, but the latter

returned the wealth he had thus won by his wits with

the question :

" What dost thou say now ? Have not

my wits been more than a match for all thy gold ?
'

"
Yes," replied the fool, and from that time forward

the two lived together on the best of terms.



THE PRINCESS WITH THE
LIFE.

ONCE upon a time tlirrv was a Kin,n who had an only

son, hut for >ome rea-on or other tin- latter had in-

curred his lather's displeasure and. \\iili his wife, had

hei-ii hanished from t he kingdom.

The unfurl imate enllple took shelter ill a forest,

whieh was then nohody's property, and the I'rim e--.

wearied out with her lonj_
r tramp, fell into a deep si inn her,

while her hnshaiid lay auake. keeping \\atch lest any

harm should come to her: hut, as ill luck would ha\e

it, a dendly snake, which had its hole clo-e h\ , crept

out .-tealthily and hit the I'rincess.

'I'he I'rince, seeiiiL' her dead, set up a loud lamenta

tion. which attraete.l to the spot a foiv.-t hermit.

"\\h\ do-t thou weep, ni\ >on I" -.iid the hitter

to the Prince, ftfi In- looked upon the I'rince-
'

Thy
\\ it'e me never destined to li\ e lon^."

"Canal thou not. holy father." -aid the Prince.

almost he-id.' hiin-e|f \\ith L'rief, 'hriny her to life

H _'! in '

"Yes," replied the hermit, "if thou wilt purl with

t\\ent\ out of (hi- allotted yean of thy life to thy uit

This the I'rince -peedj|\ promi-ed. and the hermit then

asked him to join the palms of the dead l'rince--'> hand-
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together so as to form a cup ; which done, he put into

them a little water out of his gourd and then asked him
to say to his wife

" Wake up, my wife ! I part with

twenty out of the allotted years of my life unto thee."

No sooner was this said than she sat up with a start,

as if nothing had happened to her beyond an evil dream,
and that very moment the hermit disappeared into the

forest like an apparition.

After this the royal couple did not consider it safe

to dwell in the forest any longer, so they took to tramp-

ing once more, until after many adventures they found

a home in a family of amateur dancers and singers.

The Princess was extremely fond of these arts and
soon acquired remarkable proficiency as a dancer.

Then, in order to judge by the test of public applause
whether she had, in fact, attained such proficiency, she

one day put on a disguise and slipped out with her

friend, to give public exhibitions of her newly-acquired
art.

The Prince, her husband, made a search for her,

but, unable to discover her whereabouts, he reconciled

himself to his fate at last, and took service with a noble-

man, a high dignitary of the country.
Time passed on. The kingdom was astir with grand

preparations for a festival, and the King had invited

every nobleman in the kingdom to the palace to witness

a performance by a famous dancer.

The Prince accompanied his master to the palace
to witness the dance and what a dance ! The specta-
tors were charmed no less with the dancing and singing
than with the beauty of the performer, and applause

greeted her at every turn, and gifts of great value

poured in upon her. Among these gifts was a ring
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from the Prince, and. aa she took it in her hand and

looked at it. the dancer saw thai it was her own ring

uith her name engraved on it. which she had exchanged

for her husband's at ht-r wedding; Imt she did not

notice win) amon.L' th- crowd had .riven it to her.

After tin- dance was over, tin- spectators lathered

round her. complimenting her iii Oriental hyperbole

on her splendid performance,
and showering gifts n|>n

hrr ; for their hearts were rapt ivated l.y her da/./.ling

beauty.

Tin- Kin;.' himself came round and lavished his praise

upon her, and asked her whal ahe wished him to do for

her.

The lady handed him the rin>r and said :
N "iir

Highness! this rim: belongs to me. Someone among

the crowd presented it to me. He must ! tin- thief

I beg your Hi<rhm to tind out who it is and punish

him."

A- BOOH as tin- I'rinrr h.-anl the accnsat ion made

HL'ain^t liim - for it was he who had given her tin- ring-

be stepped forward, rubbed his eyes well, and discovered

that the lady who had captivated the hearts of all the

spectators, aa well as his own. l.y her beauty, and who

had won their applause l.y her exquisite dancing, was

none other than his missing spouse, the Princess herself.

The I'rinee turned round and -aid to the Kinur
:

{.rave tin- riiiL' tO tin- lady. She is my wile; l.ut -he

| (

.

ft me some time ago and has Since taken to the lite .,f

: , dancing i/irl. 1 'li' 1 ""' recognize her at the time I

gave her the riiiL'. If -he wants further proof,
I -a\

that >he would have died of snake Lite, had I not

revived her at the expense of a part of m\ lit'

yet, for all that, ahe calls me a thief in pul.hc.

ami
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The Princess, of course, knew nothing of all this, and
took the Prince for an impostor. She burst out into

sarcastic laughter at what she imagined was but an
idle tale, and challenged him to prove it all to her.

The Prince then asked her to join her palms together
in the shape of a cup, and, as soon as that was done,
he put a little water into them and said :

"
I have lent

thee twenty of the best years of my life. I take them
back." No sooner was this said than the Princess

staggered and dropped down dead on the spot !

The spectators were horrified at the sight, and would
have beaten the Prince to death, then and there

; but
the King interfered, and, having heard the real truth

from his lips, offered him his daughter in marriage,
and the couple lived together long and happily.



THK IIKIJMIT ('AT.

OscF, upon a time a toni cat. s^roun ton old and inlirni

to catch his prev, -tationed himself before the door

of a temple, and feel on the crumbs of tho offerings

made to the idol by its votaries. Sometimes lie used

to sails out, holding up a rosary in one fore-paw, carry
-

im_r a heL'L'iiiL' bowl in the other, and limping alom_r on

his hind legs, in the hope of catching his pre\ by pious

fraud in-lead of force, after the fashion of robber

mendicant a.

On one of these sallies, the cat met with a mOUSO, and

the latter, surprised to see a cat turned hermit, u.n

hold cnouuh to ask him whither he was hound.

"I ha\e I.een abroad on a
|)iI<_

r rima.Lre," said the cat.

I have just returned, and am now bound for my
temple."

The moii>e. pi-oxtiMtin^ himself before the cat, at

a -iiMicient ly safe di-lance. for "what is bred in the

bone will come mi! in the lle>h." licked to lie allowed

to accompany him. < )f OOUTBe, tin- rei|iie.s| w. granted,

the moiue following the hermit at a r.^pcdful distance.

The cat could not, even if lie would, catch the moi| M .

on open L.'1'ound. lacking the energy to pnr-ue his prey ,

but. once inside the temple, he could, said he to himself.

pen him in and e.ipt lire him \\ ilh 6 i B
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A little further on, a pigeon with a tuft of feathers

on his head joined the party.

Arrived at the temple, the cat made his companions
walk in, and himself stood at the door, telling the rosary

as if he were engaged in prayer, so as to disarm the

suspicions of his intended victims.

In the meantime the mouse, suspecting foul play,

made a sufficiently long hole for himself in the floor

of the temple, while the pigeon perched himself on the

canopy over the idol, beyond the cat's reach.

After a time, hungry as he was, the cat lost patience,

and cast about for an excuse before attacking his

intended victims.

In a tone of haughtiness he demanded of the pigeon

why he wore a tuft of feathers on his head.
'" The tuft of feathers," said the bird with much

humility,
"

is worn as a badge of caste."

The cat next turned to the mouse and demanded,

in a still more haughty tone, why he wore a beard and

whiskers.
"
My beard and whiskers, thy holiness," replied the

mouse,
"
are as much symbols of my religion as thy

rosary and begging-bowl are of thine."

The cat, who now saw he had been found out, at

once sprang upon the mouse, but, before his palsied

paws could touch him, the little animal had slipped

into the newly-made hole, while, as for the pigeon, it

flew away to a place of safety.

Balked of his prey, the cat sulkily left the temple,

and went and sat under a tree by a mouse-hole, with

three paws up, sustaining his whole weight upon the

fourth. The mice issued out of the hole, and, seeing

the cat standing on one paw, enquired why he was
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practising austerities in front of their hole, of all [daces

Oil earth. The eat \\iuke.l at them and -aid :

"
I am a

cat turned hermit. I am .-taiidiiiLr <n "lie pa\v out of

consideration for mother Karth, lieeaiise, it I -tood on

all four, she \vould he Imnleneil uith a greater weight."

The mice took him to he a very religion- cat, and

ceased to have any fear of him. and so, as they tiled

pa-t, they prostrated themselves liefore him.

The \vilv eat u-ed ID -nap up the last of the mice aa

they went pa>t him. and, after the\ uvre L'OIIC out of

sJL'ht . \\ mild i le\ i nir him.

In this uay his religious tjarl> stood him in <_
food

>tead. hut, on the other hand, the mice kept missing

>ome one, or other of their numerous family every day.

One mi--cd her huJiand, another his \\ife, a third his

Sister, and MI on, and there \vas much ucepin^ and

lamentation ainoiiLT the BUTVivorS, and their .-u-picions

naturally fell upon the eat -hermit ,
the hereditary enemy

of their trihe.

Thev aeeordiiiL'Iv determined to keep \\atch over the

(IniiiL^ "f the eat hermit, and. a- t he\ tiled out of tin-

hole, the head of the pa rt \ kept looking hehind until

the la-t iiioii-c had left , and lo
' as the latter came out .

he u.i- -.i/i'd ! The p.iit\ then turned hack, and the

Cat m-t.mll\ let Lro his prey and resumed hi- former

attitude. The mice tiled liack into the hole. and. acting

on the principle of 'union i- -t i cni_'t h," caught hold

of the cat'- tail and dragged him. \>\ -heiT force of

n u in I M -i
. into the hole, and made a tfa-t o|V him. \\ hich

I i

- led for manv and man\- a da\ .

" r.



THE CROP OF FRIED MAIZE.

ONCE upon a time a half-witted farmer took it into

his head to grow a crop of fried maize, or Indian corn.

" How nice it would be," said he to himself,
"
to grow

fried maize on my field. I could then eat the maize

without any trouble, and there would be no need of

fire or fuel to cook it."

He then proceeded to put his brilliant idea into

execution. First he fried a quantity of maize grains,

then he ploughed up a field and sowed them. As

might have been expected, nothing came up, with the

exception of one solitary seed which had escaped the

frying-pan.

At midnight the celestial elephant of Indra, the

Giant-Killer and King of the Gods, used to come down

from heaven to feed and disport himself in the field

and its neighbourhood, and he used to leave behind

him large circular foot-marks, resembling grind-stones.

The crazy farmer thought that all his neighbours' grind-

atones came out at night on to his field and ate up
all the maize-grains. So one night he kept watch,

and lo ! towards midnight, down came a huge elephant

from the clouds upon his land, and when, after some time,

it was about to reascend to heaven, the farmer just

caught hold of his tail and was thus carried upwards.
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Indra. surrounded by all his celestial A i>saras

(elves ami fairies), then happened to he

a carnival, and the fanner slipped in amongst

them. He had a huge turban on his head, folded round

and round, as if it \vere a coiled up serpent, and the

turban inado him tho
"
observed of all obser\er-'

among the gods and goddesses.

India, surprised to see a mortal in heaven, asked who

had brought him there. Tim farmer told him how he

had been dragged up to heaven, clinging to the tail of

the elephant. Indra listened to all he. had to say, and

then, taking a fam-\ to his t urban, gave him a handful

of shining, celestial gold coins in exchange for it. After

this the farmer came do\vn to earth again in the same

wa\ as lie had ascended, and -pread out the shining gold

coin- lie fore I lie admiring ga/.e of hi- neighbours.

|)e.>iring to vet rich in a night, in a similar manner, his

friends entreated him to introduce them to Indra. Me

agreed, and. following his instructions. the\ all assembled

before miilnight \\earing hii'je turbans on their heads,

hoping to bo transported to heaven. At midnight,

as was Ill's wont, the celestial elephant came do\\ n to

his faxourite Held, and. after having fed and disported

himself, be^an In a-cend to heaven. The cra/y faniHT

caught hold of his tail just in the nick o| time, \\lnl-t

hi.-, neighbours hung on to him one behind the other,

and thus be-_ran t . make I he ascent .

While hiuh u|i in the air. one of the neighbours, lilled

with dreams of gold, asked the -hort uitted farmer

what uas the length of the I urban which he had -old

for so much moiie\ to Indra. The farmer immediately
let .jo his hold of the elephant's tail in order to -how

with his hand- how IOULT hi- tin-ban \\.i-. \\hen do\\ n
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they all fell with the farmer on top of them, and all but

he were killed outright.

Thus came to an end the farmer's dreams of unlimited

wealth, and from that time onward he was a sadder and

a wiser man.



THE MONKKY BRIDEGROOM.

OM-I; ii|Min ;i time a monkey, uhile up a tree pilfering

fruit, had his t.-iil pricked by a thorn. He hastily

jumped down from the tree, uith some fruit, and ran

,-traight to the >urgeon. a harher.

"Sir P.arher." >aid the monkey, addres-mg him

politelv,
"

wilt thon he pleased to draw the thorn out

of my tail and take this fruit in reward for thy pains ?
'

The harher eyed the monkey uith some misgiving,

thinking he had come to make fun of him. He took

hold of his tail, however, and searched for the thorn

for a long, long while, hut could not find it; and BO,

at last, lo-int: all patience, he cut the tail right olT at

the root uith hi- ra/or, and. holding it up to the CQOnkej .

Bald to him, laiiL'hinLT,
" What a hig thorn ! I.-n't it

'
'

The monkey. m>t to he outwitted, Miatched away

the harher's ra/or in eompen-at ion for his tail, ami

bolted.

On the way. he came upon an old man pluckn

uith his hand and putting it on a blanket. The monkey

gencroii-ly ollered him the ra/or. and the old man.

who uas loud in his thanks, at OnOC lie-an to cut the

gra-s uith it .

Crinninu' from ear to car. the monkey watched him

at hi- uork. and -
i the ra/.^r he.-aiiie hlunled.
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" What !

'

said the monkey, springing to his feet,
"
thou hast blunted my razor ! I must have some-

thing in return for it." And away he ran with the old

man's blanket.

Throwing it round him, he proceeded on his way till

he met a man carrying some sugar in a small sack,

from which some was running out
;
and the monkey

at once offered his blanket to him. The man thanked

his kind-hearted friend, and, pouring the sugar into the

blanket, folded it up in the shape of a bag, and, tying

it with a knot at the top, flung the bundle over his

shoulder and went on his way, with the monkey follow-

ing close at his heels
;

but still the sugar kept leaking

out.
" Thou hast torn my valuable blanket," said the

monkey.
" Thou must compensate me for it." And

away he ran with the sugar wrapped up in the blanket.

A little further on, he saw an old woman boiling

milk, with her little grand-child in her lap. He walked

up to her, and, placing the sugar before her, said,
"
Madam, wilt thou be pleased to make some sweets

for me ?
"

The Avoman thanked him and made some delicious

sweets out of the sugar and milk. She placed these

on a dish, giving one to her grand-child to quiet its

crying.

The monkey immediately cried out :

" What right

hadst thou, madam, to give any of my sweets away
without my leave ? For that thou shalt have none."

And, saying that, he carried the dish of sweets away to

make up for the sugar he had lost.

Next he met two men carrying a little girl in a palan-

quin borne on their shoulders. They sat down under
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;, shady live l.y a well, and. feeling thir-ty. l.e<_'an to

drink water, when tin- monkey, coming up from hehind,

offered tin- sweets in them. They were very much

pleased with him fur his timely oiler, and di<l justice

t,, ih<- BWeetB, and. as they <>\ up 1u #. they handi-d

hack the empty di-h to th- inuukt-y.

"What, Ihoii art coolly handm- me an empty di-h,

and no payment for my BWeetfi ! I niu.-t have t he

L'irl for inv I. ride." And with that he >ei/ed the u'irl,

and hulled.

'Thou mu>t \ve.l me and lie my I. ride." ^aid the

munkev to the L'irl, as he earried her away.

||o\v can I marr\ tlice. a mere monke\ '.

"

replied

the KJrl, frightened: hut the monkey assured her he

was only a mamiikin and not a monkey, for all monk<-\ B

ha\e tails, hut he had none.

Well." said the ..'irl. sumeuhal recovered from her

Mirpri-e. "who i- to \\-ed u> ( The monkey then

w.Mit up to a I'.rahmin \\lio w&S read in- hi- -criptures.

;uid he-L'ed him to marry them.

In the meantime the parents <>f Ilie L'irl were on the

traek of the runaways, and came upon them \\hile

th.-v were -till in the conipany of the r.rahmin. Tln-\

at once took the L'il'l a\\ay home. I. lit the monkey in

his hridal rohe- folloued them h.-hind, cr\ iiiL' : "Ogive
me hack my liride !

O L'I\C me hack m\ l>ride' Sin- is

mine liy fair e\chai-

\ they uent into the house, I he\ -lammed the door

ii|)on the monkey, keeping him out. hut the latter

per-Htently kept knockm- at the doOl and -ivim::
'

(

give me hack my hride
'

It
give me I'.ick my hride '

She [e mine l.y fair exchange. I e\chaiiL'cd my tail

f,,r a razor, mj raZOl fot a Mankel. m\ hlankct f,, r
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sugar, my sugar for sweetmeats, and my sweetmeats

for a bride. give me back my bride ! give me back

my bride !

'

'What a silly son-in-law thou art!" cried out the

girl's mother to the monkey, from behind the closed

door.
" what a noise thou dost make for nothing !

Thou wouldst not give us time to prepare a fitting

reception for thee. Have the patience, my dear son-

in-law, to wait just a little longer till I call for thee."

At this the monkey was mollified and waited patiently.

In the meantime the girl's mother had set up a seat

stuck all over with pins, points up, with a piece of

embroidered cloth over it, and then, coming to the door

and leading the monkey by the hand to the seat, prayed
him to be seated.

The monkey-bridegroom, feeling greatly pleased with

the right royal reception accorded him, flung himself

down on the spiked seat with a heavy thud Instantly

springing up and crying out with pain, he exclaimed :

' Dear me ! mother-in-law, what stinging vermin thou

hast got in thy house !

" and bolted out of the room,

howling with pain, and vowing never, never again to

play the bridegroom.



THK woni >KN MATD.

ONCE upon a time a beau! iful girl, u 1m had been marr in I.

according to custom, when a child, had grou n up. and

ae yet her husband had not conic to claim her. Her

parent.^, while awake in lied, one stilling mid-summer

night, began to speak about this, and expressed to each

other their \\-onder at his not having come to take her

to his home.

A thief, who happened to be in hiding in the room,

waiting for a chance to rob them, overheard the con-

versation, and. traii-poiled \\-jth joy at the prospect

of a bigger haul than he had expected, left them in

pe, ice fur t he night .

On the IIIOITOU . however, he and some accomplices

came to the girl'.s father uith a palanquin, and. gi\ing

them-e|\e- nut to be me->engc|> from her husband,

begged him to Id them take her away.
The father, who had long expected his daughter to

be -rut for. took the robbers at their word, and sent her

oil', lo.idcd uith jewellery, to her hii^b.-ind B8 he thought,

The rubber- uei-e i, \erjn\ed uith their booty, and

bore her on their .shoulder* in the palanquin, with the

blinds drau n do\\ n.

On the way, fatigued and huiiL:r\. lhe\ put the

pal.in|Uin do\\n in an empt\ ln.ii-e a little way <>tT
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the main road, and, leaving it in charge of a small

street urchin, went off to the nearest shop for refresh-

ments and a smoke.

Meanwhile, the girl's suspicions having been roused,

she stepped out of the palanquin, called the boy to her

side, and asked him to put his tongue out. No sooner

had he done this than the girl cut it out with a sharp

knife, which she had concealed on her person, and

then, putting a few heavy stones into the palanquin
in her place, just to ward off the robbers' suspicions,

she ran off and climbed up into a mango-tree.

Shortly afterwards the robbers returned refreshed,

and, taking the palanquin up on their shoulders again,

went on their way ;
but the boy ran after them, crying,

"
Mama, mama." He meant by this to imply that

the girl was hiding up in the mango-tree, but as he

had lost his tongue he could only say
" Mama."

'' Go home to thy mama, thou suckling babe,"

said one of the robbers, thrusting him aside and throw-

ing a copper to him. After the robbers were gone,

the girl came down from the mango-tree, and, taking
all her jewellery off her person and hiding it in the

folds of her flowing robe, went straight to a carpenter

and ordered him to make a disguise of bark for her

to fit her body closely, and thus make her appear as if

she were a wooden maid.

The carpenter executed the order to her satisfaction,

and was rewarded with part of her jewellery for his

labour.

Clad in this disguise, she hastened to the house of

her husband and took service with him. Of course

her identity could not be discovered because of her

wooden covering.
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Who ail thou, and \vlial i.- thy name '
'

a-ked

t he husband,

"Thou Beest," replied tin' maiden, '(ha), I am a

wooden maid, and l>\ that namethoii mu-t eall 016, aa I

have no name of my own."

What canal thou do. my pretty \\ leu maid (

a-ked the husband ;i'_
rain

I am sure I do not know." replied the maid,
"
hut

I think I could tend cattle as \\ell a> any e,.\\herd.'

\"erv \\ell." said the hnshand,
"
thou cansl tend my

cattle, then."

So it came aliont that -he used to take the cattle t,.

the pasture- every day, and at noon she would take

oil" her di--_r ni-e and bathe in the river. She loved

living amoiiL' the oxen, and at all times of tho day one

mi<_r ht heai- her >iiiLr iii'_r in the field-.

The gentle tones of the maiden, ho\\c\cr, reminded

her employer of his long-neglected wife, and he at once

de-patched me>- ei i-_'er> to fetch licr. Arriving: in pro

Cession at the hou-e of the girl's father, the mc->eiiLrcrs

demanded the bn'.le. and the surprise and shock to hrr

parent- \\hen they heard of their daughter'- di-appc.,r

;ilice \\a- aB ihoiiL'll the heavens had fallen. Tl)e\

sa\\- nt once ulial had happened ho\\ they had been

impo-ed upon, and their daughter stolen b\ some

roguee
|-V,iiiir_i .1 < MC, and |icrhap .andal. thc\

then and there in\enled a -tor\ (<> >_'e| rid of the

party.
14
Al -aid they, 'our daughter i> dead; HIM

loiiLf ne'_'|eet of her liu-baiid caused her lo die ot a

broken heart ;' an-l \\ilh that lhe\ actually I"

to beat then- I." and tear their hair, afl if tli -ir
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sorrow had welled up afresh at the recollection of her

death.

The party returned sorrowfully, and broke the sad

news of the reported death of the girl to her husband.

The latter was beside himself with grief, and repented

of his past neglect ;
but it was now, as he thought, too

late to repair the wrong he had done, and his parents,

hoping to relieve his sorrow, thought of replacing a

wife by a wife, just as a thorn removes the pain of a

thorn. A fresh marriage was accordingly arranged,

and the wedding day fixed.

To the wooden maid was entrusted the duty of getting

a wedding-suit and seeing that a pair of shoes was made

for the bridegroom, her master. She went to a tailor.

"
Mr. Tailor," said she, addressing him,

"
be pleased

to make a wedding suit for my master, but do not

forget, the trousers are to have but one leg and the

coat but one sleeve."

An order is an order, and the tailor did not trouble

himself about the eccentricities of his customers, so

he made the suit exactly as it had been ordered.

Next she went to a shoemaker and said to him :

"
Mr. Shoemaker, be pleased to make a pair of shoes,

each of a different colour." This order, too, was carried

out exactly as it was given..

The tailor delivered the suit to the employer of the

Wooden Maid, but when he saw the one-legged trousers

and one-sleeved coat he was furious, and asked what

the tailor meant by it.

"
Sir," said the tailor,

"
I am not to blame. I have

made the suit exactly as it was ordered by the Wooden

Maid."

So the Wooden Maid was sent for, and, when she
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came, was asked whether she had given such an alisiird

order.

'Ma\be I did, but I cannot say fur certain," said

hhe. 'Thou -rot mine i- a WOOden tongue, BO ii mi<_r ht

not have !_'i\en the order exactly as a real llesh atid-

lilood tongue would ha\e done."

Next came the shoemaker with the shoes, each of a

different colour, and the cobbler was taken to task in

the same \\-ay as the tailor had been, but he too put

the lihime on t he Wooden Maid.

She was again asked whether she had given the

blundering order.

'Maybe I did, but 1 cannot say for certain," said

the Wooden Maid. 'Thou scest mine is a wooden

tongim, so it might not have Lr i\en the order exactly

ae .1 real tle-h-and-bl 1 tongue would have done."

A- the wedding suit and shoes had been delivered,

according to the instruction- of the Wooden Maid, on

the \\eddi n<_r day, there was no time to order others, and

>o. dre-.-ed in the one legged trousers and one<|ee\ed

COSt, uith a different coloured shoe on cadi foot, the

lirideL'room went forth to the house of the bride; but

hi- prO8p6CtiV6 father in lau, seciiiL! him appear tlre--ei|

more like a madman than a bi ide>_f
i oom, refused to

many hi- daughter to him.

The parts had nothing e|-e to do but retni'ii the way

they went, and the bridegroom, looking upon the Wooden
Maid a- the cause of all tin- mi-chief, determined to

puni-li her.

A- BOOH ftfi (lie \\'oodeii Maid -aw the \\edding party

returniiiL' \vithout the bride, -he be-jan to laii<_r h m
tier \\ooden aleeve. \l ihi- her master, intending

to \vieak hi- Vengeance upon her. iu-hed up and
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shook her violently, when off fell the disguise, and

his own long-neglected wife, supposed to be dead,

suddenly stood before him in all the loveliness of

life.

Thus were the husband and wife reunited, and lived

long and happily together.



Till-: LUCKY .MofSTACHK.

<)M i. iijH.n ;i time ;iti uulet I erei 1 hut cunniiiLr lirahmiii

took
ii|>

his re-idence iii a village of cowherds. He
could not rc.id lii> Scripture-, even backwards like

tin- de\j|, hut all the same lie soon came to he regarded

ae a prodnry of learning in the eyes of his neighbours.

Indeed, uhat he lacked in the \\a\ of learning was made

11
1

) for l>y the loud lie-, of his sj.eech, and his
"
\\ords of

learned length ,-md t hnnderinu sound" did dut\ adinii'

alil\ for >c|iolaishi|> for a time. He had an iii^eniniis

W&y of pniiiiiL' catchy ipie.-tions to e\ery stray pundit

he came across, and invariahly succeeded in tripping

him up; hut it WAS Hot lnll.H he fore he Illi'l lli> match

in (lie pei'Min of another I'-rahmin. as unlettered a-

him.-elf, luit apparently shre.wder.

( )ne d.iv the I, itler hap|iened to IM-V, thnni^h the

village, and the. f.i\ouritc of the en\\ henls poiineed upon

him and at oner started an .iijiimcnt. The couhepU

!_
r al hered round \\itli Bfl much interest a-< it the\ \\ere

f^oiim I" \\ilne a ramlii_r hl. They encouraged their

favourite h\ ;i loud clapping of hands, a< he -tcpped in

front of In- rival and a-ked him the nie.inin^ and onuin

of
"
(Ian (

'

<\ ( lour."

His ad\ er-.n \ -. r.ilclicd his hald he.id fora moment,

and then made till- an>\\er :
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'' At sunset," he thus began,
" when the lowing

herds return from the fields through a golden haze of

dust raised by their hoofs, the calves are let loose, and

the cows are milked. At first, as the milk drops into

the empty pails, it makes the sound of
'

chun-bhun,

chun-bhun,' but, directly the pails become fuller,

the sound changes to
'

Gan-Gor-Gour, Gan-Gor-

Gour.' Is not that so ?
"

asked this pundit, turning
round to the cowherds for corroboration.

"
That's

right, that's right," they shouted.

In this way was the favourite of the cowherds humi-

liated at the hands of his despised rival, and the latter,

not content with his victory, rushed up to his adversary
and plucked out seven hairs from his moustache. At
this outrage on their old favourite, the assembled cow-

herds threatened to assault him, but, with wonderful

presence of mind, he found a way out of his difficulties.
' You see," said he,

"
there is luck in every hair of

his moustache. Whoever gets one will have good
fortune."

No sooner had he spoken the words than all the cow-

herds began to pluck out hairs from the unfortunate

man's moustache. Soon it disappeared altogether, and

their erstwhile favourite lay senseless on the ground.
One man, however, did not arrive in time to secure

one of the lucky hairs, and his wife scolded him, saying,
' Where have you been ? Everyone else has had their

share of good luck but you." Without waiting to hear

more, he ran straight to the new champion and said,
"
Oh, sir, save for the moustache and the tuft of hair on

his head, our Brahmin was clean shaven, and now there

is not a single hair of his moustache left for me. What
shall I have for good luck ?

'
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'

\Vell," replied the horo of the content
"
as the

hair on liis head is still left, it will briny EU9 yood hick

any other."

Overjoy, 1 at the news, the cowherd tore off the

wretched man's top-knot without more ado. and in

triumph carried it homo to his wife.

After this, thti cowherds gathered round their old

favourite, who uas >till lying unconscious mi the ground,
and laid their head- together to devise some means

of hrinyiny him hack to his senses. Seeing this, and

anxious to make his victory still more complete, the

stranyei -iid: '\Vhat are you in the haliit of doiny

when your Imllocks arc in this condition and you wish

them to yet up ?
'

\Vliy. we put a red-hot iron to

their heads," replied all the cowherds ^\ith one voice.

"That, then." <aid he. "is exactly what you ought to

do now."

Xo sooner did they hear this than (hey actually

applied, in the >ame manner as they were accustomed

to do to their cattle, a hot iron to the temples of the

uneoiiseJMii-, man. A- -oon as he felt the iron, the poor
\vretch cried out \\ith pain, and, sit t ing up wit h a >t art ,

[tut his hand where his top-knot had lieeti. in his efforts

t" allay the pain. The couhenU. -uddenlv struck

with the idea that the red hot iron -hoiild ha\c liei-n

applied to that part of the head in-tead of to the temp

[Hit it there.

The lirahmin. smart in-_r under this new pain, sprang
to hi^ feet and liolted out of the village a^ l'a-,t a> ln>

leys could carry him, and never a<_'ain pla\ed the pundit
in his life. His victorious rival w,i- in-t.dled in hi-

place.

o i



THE FLUTES OF FORTUNE AND
MISFORTUNE.

ONCE upon a time there was a little orphan boy, who,

though loved by his elder brother, was hated by his

sister-in-law. She made him earn his keep by tending

their cattle. Yet, for all his trouble, he never had

enough to eat, and every night went hungry to bed.

As a result, he gradually grew weaker and weaker until

the time came when he was no longer able to run after

the cattle and prevent them from straying into other

people's fields. So it befell that he used to be beaten

every day by the owners of the fields which had been

damaged.
One day, after having been beaten by one of these

men, he sat down under a tree and began to weep,

when a beautiful cow came up to him and enquired

why he was weeping. The boy told her his tale of woe,

whereupon the cow said :

" Know me, boy ! to be

the Wishing-Cow (Kam-Dhenu) of Indra. For your

sake I shall remain with your brother's cattle, and help

you out of your misery. I yield a never-ending supply

of milk. You can live on it and give me your wretched

crust of bread in exchange." This was agreed to, and

the lad used to drink Kam-Dhenu 's milk and feed her

in return on his bread. By degrees he regained his
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former strength, and his skeleton tilled out \\ith tle-h

ami blood. This attracted tin- notice of his -ister-in-

IH\V. She thought ho had been drinking the milk of

her COWS, and. though she had no proof of it. yet out

of -pile -he -old off all her cattle so that he might. be

reduced again to his former half-starved condition.

So all the cows, including Kain-Dhenu, were sold to a

butcher: but, when the buyer came to take her away,
she broke her rope and bolted, and her example \\a-

followed by all the other rows. The boy ran after Kam-

hlienu, and. catching hold of her tail, ua- dragged

away elhiL'ing to it .

When Ka in- 1 Mienii came down I'rom heaven -lie had

not come alone, but had brought with her other cows

be|oiiLr in-_r to Indra. and these were wont to graze on

the bank of a river. She now ran -tniuM to her

companions and introduced the boy to them. The

latter now devoted all hi- time to tending the

divine cows, and soon became a 'jrc.it favourite with

them.

('lose to where the sacred cow- lived to graze, there

happened to lie a hi<_r hole leading down into the under

world, when- dwelt Va-uki. the |\ im_r of t he Snakes. One

day. whil-t -t and ing near it . Kam-l >henu said to the ho\ :

'

Drink a- much of my milk as \on can. but take care

to till an earthen jar to the brim with what is left and

leave it at the mouth of the hole each day." This

the boy did. and the Kinir of the Snake- u-ed to come

out of the hole and drink the milk at night. Me \>

much pleased with the hoy'.- attention, and a-ked him

how he could reward him for hi- aervicee The bo\-

coli- lilted Kaill IMieiiU as to what he -llollld a-k for.

.ld\l-ed to recjlle-t that lell comb i
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golden cot, and the Flutes of Fortune and Misfortune

might be given to him.

The King of the Snakes presented the boy with the

things he named, and sent him away rejoicing.

He had not, however, been told the use of the flutes,

and, as he blew the one when he Ought to have blown

the other, all the cows came running back from the

pastures before the usual time, thinking that something

untoward had happened, for the boy had blown the

Flute of Misfortune.

Kam-Dhenu soon found out what had happened,

and, fearing lest the other cows should be angry with

the boy for having brought them back unnecessarily

from the fields, instructed him in the use of the flutes,

that is, as to which flute should be blown and when,

and told him to blow the Flute of Fortune at once.

As soon as this was done, the cows went back to the

pastures, leaving the boy unmolested.

The boy used now to blow the Flute of Fortune at

dawn, when the cows would go peacefully to their

pastures, and that of Misfortune at dusk, when they

would return gloomily to their folds. In this way time

went on until one day the boy, now grown up into a

youth, went down to the river for a bathe ;
after that

he changed his clothes and was combing his hair with

the golden comb which was presented to him by the

King of the Snakes, when, strange to relate, all his hair

became golden. A few loose hairs, however, came out,

and these he put, coiled, inside a cup of leaves, and

set it afloat on the stream.

Down the stream floated the cup, and it so happened

that the King's daughter, who happened to be .bathing

in the river, saw it floating towards her. She at once
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-tietchcd out her hand and drew it toward- her. when

what was her surprise to lind the golden hair.- ! St rai-ht

way .-he fell in love with the unknown from whose head

they had come.

Quite overcome by her feeling, the \oun<j Princess

.-hut herself up and refused to touch either food or drink.

The Queen look.-d for her all over the palace, and waa

surpri-ed to lind her in her i-ooin in an extremely agitated

state.
"

Jf anyone has oasl evil looks upon you," said she.

'I will have hi- eyes 'joined ,, U 1. If anybody has

.-p.. ken rudely to you, 1 will have his tongue burnt

out. If anyone ha- raided his hand against you, I

will have it cut oil'. It anyone has rai.-ed hi- foot

n-1 you. I will have it taken off."

' None ha- oasl evil looks on me. or ha- spoken

rudelv to me or ha- attempted to raise hand or foot

against me," -aid the \ouiiLr 1'rince-.-. She then brought

out the golden hairs, and, -howin-.' them to her mother,

-aid : "Oh mother, if you do not .^-l me married to

the owner of the-e hairs, I will never lea\e tin- room,

and will touch neither food nor drink."

The Queen felt e \ 1 1 emel \ a ii xioiis a bout her daughter,

BO, to plea-e her. -he -cut the n. \ a I barber immediately

Uj lind the '_">Mi II hailed '. The barbel' set out

on the errand \\ith a hea\y heart, for he did not kimu

\\heje t., |, .ok for him ; but. after a Ion-.' -carch. he at

la-t succeeded in discovering the \.mth \\iih the golden

hair, seated on a -.'olden cot which huni: from the branche.-

of a -_'iL'antic banxan tree. The orphan boy, for it u .

he. thinking thai the b. uber had come t" OTOp hi.-

golden hair, at once bleu the Klute of Mi-fort line, and

immediately all the OOWB n-turned from the
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and went straight for the barber with their horns lowered.

The barber escaped with his life by running his fastest,

and the golden-haired boy, with a blast on the Flute

of Fortune, sent all the cows back again.

Utterly discomfited, the barber returned home and

reported his failure to the Queen, who again sent him,

this time with a powerful elephant, to capture the youth
with the golden hair. Returning to the spot where

the boy lay suspended from the branches of the banyan-

tree, the elephant raised its trunk to seize hold of him
;

but quick as lightning the youth climbed higher up the

tree and blew a blast on the Flute of Misfortune, when
in the twinkling of an eye all the cows rushed back

from the pastures and attacked the elephant in front,

flank, and rear, almost goring him to death. The

elephant, with the barber on its back, at once stampeded,

bleeding and bellowing with pain.

The Queen, nothing daunted, bethought her of a

more ingenious plan. She trained a parrot to steal

flutes, and once more sent the barber, this time with

the parrot, to the golden-haired youth. He found him

seated on his golden cot, hung between two branches

of the tree, as on the two previous occasions. Below

him on the ground was a bowl of milk with a piece of

cloth over it. The parrot at once perched on it, and,

as the cloth dipped in the milk, began to drink it.

The golden-haired youth clapped his hands to frighten

it away, and, failing to do so, he threw one of the

flutes, which happened to be the Flute of Misfortune,

at it. The parrot at once snatched it up in his beak

and flew away with it to the Queen.

The latter, overjoyed at getting the flute, blew it,

when, ere long, the palace was surrounded by an in-
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furiated hord of cattle, which began bo di;: their horns

int., the walls, ami BOOB made the whole pal.-icc shake

as it with an earthquake.

'I'll,- Km-, almost frightened out .!' his srita iinmedi-

ately despatched a messenger to the golden-haired

youth, promising to give his daughter in marriage to

him, and half the kingdom as her dowry, if he would

only come and pacify the cows. The offer proved too

tempting for the youth to refuse. He came and blew

the Flute of Fortune, when the cows at once returned

to the pastures. Amidst great rejoicings, the youth

was married to the Princess, and all promised to go

well. I'.ut one night, \\hile the Princess lay asleep, a

serpent crawled up her hair, which \vas hanging doun

to the -round. 1-ii the Prince, and hiil itself inside his

... The next morning the Prince was found stone-

dead On bis bed, and all the OOWS, headed by Kam-

hli.-nii. \vaited long in front of the palace for the usual

summons from the flute. The\ waited and waited,

hut I,,, sound oame from the Flute of Fortune, and,

,,i last, the Bad news of the death of their favourite

l,y Miake-hitn uas broken to them. Kam Dh.-mi

Straightwaj went to the King of the Snakes and thufl

. ,,,1 to him : "Oh, Va.uki. the youth who fed and c.n d

f,,i- you BO long haa been l;ill-d ly one of your own

serpents.

fhe Kmu of the Snakes beoa \er\ angry, and

accompanying Kam hh'-nu to the palace, ordered the

ofend ,1.,- to come oul -f the I'rmce".-, noee, and

BUCt QU1 the poi80H he had injected into his l.od\.

r

l'ln> vtrae done aa commanded, and the \.nith >at up

on hi., hed ae if he had just awoke from hi- deep,

liv.nl uith lii> lii-id.- happil\ eve! after.



THE SAND-RIVER, THE STONE-BOAT, AND
THE MONKEY-FERRYMAN.

ONCE upon a time there was a King who was fond

of surrounding himself with beautiful objects. He
had surrounded his palace with a charming park and

lake, and, to make everything perfect, he longed for a

certain pair of divine swans to settle on the lake and

float majestically on the water.

Far away on an island, amidst the seven seas which

encircle the world, lived this pair of swans.
"

If I can

get the swans," thought the King,
"
and see them

swimming on the lake, its beauty will be enhanced a

hundred-fold. But alas ! seas have to be crossed, and

the task is beset with perils."

Next morning the King, calling together all his sons,

said to them :

'

My dear sons, I have decorated my
palace with a beautiful lake, but its beauty is not

complete without swans. Now there is a pair of divine

swans, far exceeding in loveliness any swans which are

met with on earth, and they inhabit a far-away island,

somewhere amidst the seven seas which encircle the

earth. Whichever of you shall fetch me the pair shall

have half my kingdom for reward."

Of his three sons the two elder ones leapt up joy-

fully, and, binding their swords to their girdles, set off
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at once in ipiest (if the -nans. The\ took tin 1 ni.nl

A-ards. lull on the way they had to encounter a

wily magician. He was aide, by his manic, to make, ,i

river of -and. on which a monkey was made to pl\ a

hoat holloaed out of stone. If any unwary traveller

witnc.--ed (In- stran.L
re oeeiirrenee. he naturally told

it to the next man he cam*- across, and the magician

alnav- anaii'jed to be the lirst to meet him. The

traveller would tell him what he had ,-een. and the

magician would lay a wa<_rer with him. saying: 'If

what vou saj i> found to be fal-e. you must become

my slave, Inn. if otherwise, I shall he yours."

The traveller, trusting to hi> eye.-, would naturally

ae, ept the challenge, and then the magician would

raise B du-t -torm. and aa 8OOn as that >uli,-ide(l, lo and

liehold
' there remained no trace of the >andri\er.

I In- -tone lioat . or the iuonke\ terr\ man.

In this way many a traveller had lo>t his liberty

and become the -lave of the magician. The I \\ " youn<j

I'lilice- V\ere llo e\ee|itio|| to the rule, and they too fell

into the -ii. ire and became the ^laves of the magician.

A IOIIL' time elap.-ed. and yet they did not return

v\ith the 3Wans, and the Kin.i: then -cut forth hi> \oiin.L'e-i

son. then- step brother, on the same errand. He, too,

.set out on the ijiiesi for the BWanS, wearing on his

tiiiL'er a ma'_r ie riiiLf uhidi his mother had L'iven him.

Nou tin- rinir had the |iov\er of makini: whoever looked

on il claim kin>hi|i v\ith the nearer. Thus equipped,
he journeyed the nhole dav until the >hadc> of evening

fell, and then be^.m to look for a -heller. Soon he -an a

palatial mansion, apparently unoccupied, with il

wide open, standing out against the -_
r re\ t\\iliL'ht -k\.

\\hil.-t in the liai-kL'i'ound v\a.- a lar^'e forest. He walked
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boldly in through the gates, and, entering the mansion,

began to explore all the rooms, when what was his

amazement to find in one of them a Princess all alone !

Still greater was his astonishment when, so far from

resenting his presence, she welcomed him, and claimed

him as her cousin, for she had looked on the ring on

his finger.

The Princess proved to be the only survivor of the

royal family, which had lived in the palace until a

giant came, ate up all her kinsfolk, and made it his home.

She alone was saved, for she had awakened in the giant
a feeling of affection, and was being brought up as if

she were his daughter. At candle-light the giant
returned home with the motion of a hurricane and with

strides as long as the distance between the stars, and,

as he entered the house, began to sniff about him, saying,
" How Mow Khow

I smell human flesh now."

The Princess, holding the stranger by the hand,

introduced him to the giant as her cousin, and the

giant, seeing the magic ring, at once owned kinship
with him. He became as mild as a lamb, and said,

' How do you do, my nephew ? You are welcome

here."

The Princess was fast growing up into womanhood,
and the giant was anxious to get her married. He
took a fancy to the Prince and married the Princess

to him. The Prince walked round the altar of fire

and took six steps with his bride instead of the usual

seven which complete the marriage, saying that he

would reserve the seventh step until the time of his

return to his own country. He told the giant of the

errand 011 which his father had sent him, and the dangers
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likely to In- encountered (iii tin 1

W&y.
'

It' I die in the

course of mv adventure." said he.
"
yOUI daughter

will In- free to marry au'ain, and lor this iea-on I pur-

pi.-ely refrained fnun taking the seventh >tep, and thn>

left the marriage ilienmplete. If, however, J Mlcceed

in my adventure. I uill eonie back, complete the

marriage, and take my bride home."

The giant wa- greatly plea.-ed \\ilh the I'riii<

solicit nde for his daughter, and blessed his ad\ cut nre.

lie al-o took 08X6 to \\-arn him of (he wily magician.

and. to enable him to checkmate him. pro\ ided him

with a manic lamp, telling him that if he kept the lamp
coiici aled on his person 1 he magician would not be

able to impose upon him. He also gave him a magic

horse and a magic \\hip. The magic hnr>n \\diild cai'ry

an\ OVOT land or 968 or through the air to \\hatever

place it- rider mi-hl wish, \\hile the m.iL'ic \\hip had the

pouer of making whomsoever it touched \ield and

do the bidding of him who held it .

The I'rilicc. h.i\ili- expi'essed his -latitude for the

-it! took |ea\e of the <j i , 1 1 1 1 . and I'ode away on the

III.IMIC hoi>e to the island. No BOOnei had he landed

there than a fearful monster appeared before him, and

barred his uay; but belaid the manic whip vigorously

about him. and the monster .ii once crouched at his

feet like a kitten, and stood awaiting commands. The

I'rmce then ordered him to deliver up the pair of divine

swans uhich li\ed on the i.-land, and lhi> wa~. no -omiei

said t ban d< me.

TakiiiL1

p' OH "f the BWans, the I'rinee (piicklv

moiinte<l his hor-e and rode a \\ a v to ~e,-k hi- brother.-.

At la>t he came to the .>pot \\hcrr the magician lived,

ami went up to him. The magician looked at him
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through his half-closed eyes with some misgiving, and,

setting his heart on the beautiful swans, tried to entrap
him as he had done many an unwary traveller before.

The magician at once got into conversation with him

regarding the sand-river, the stone-boat, and the monkey-

ferryman, but the Prince only made fun of it all, and

upon that the magician became angry and asked him

to have a wager 011 it. The terms of the wager were

that whoever of the two was wrong must agree to be

the slave of the other. The Prince agreed to the con-

ditions, and the magician thereupon took him to show

him the sand-river, the stone-boat and the monkey-

ferryman ;
but lo and behold ! there was neither the

one nor the other. His magic powers had failed owing
to the lamp which the Prince carried with him, and,

instead of a sand-river, there flowed a crystal stream,

and so the magician lost his wager, and became the

Prince's slave.

Now all a slave's possessions are his master's, and so

the Prince became the owner of all that belonged to

the magician, his slaves as well as his worldly goods.

He set free the slaves, and among them his two elder

step-brothers. The magician was delivered over into

the charge of his former servants, and the Prince, accom-

panied by the brothers, set off for the house of his giant

father-in-law with the swans. Arrived there, he com-

pleted the marriage with the Princess and took leave of

his father-in-law, who presented him on his departure
with the magic frying-pan as part of the dowry. Now
this frying-pan had the wonderful property of supplying

ready-cooked whatever its owner wished to eat, and so

with it and the magic horse, lamp, and whip the Prince

was well equipped.'
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Accompanied Ity his brothels and his blide. IdLT.-l lid-

Wit ll the swans and tlir ma<jie pan. the I'rinee stalled

on the ma<_Mc hor-e I'm- his own country; but on the

uay it grew dark, and, the brothers feigning hunger and

thirst, the party alighted from tin- horse, and. sitting

down by a well, partook of :i sumptuous dinner from

thi! magic fryini: pan. After it was over, the 1'iim-e

l)ent down to draw water lor the party, when one of

hi- brothers, envious of his good-luck, cut off his head

with one stroke of his sword, the trunk turning right

OVOT and falling into the well in a standing posture,

with the legs apart and pressing against the sides of the

well, while the head WAS -napped up l>y a Using IVri.

The Ill-others then proeeeded to sei/.e the Iliagie hOTSe,

the I'rineess, and the swans ; l)iit away flew the swans

and the horse, with the I'rinre-s ,,,, j|> luck, into the air.

and kept hovering OVOT the well, the scene of the t ragedy.

Balked of their prey, the Ill-others hail nothing left

but to return home with empty hands.

Atdav-break > t ra \ ellncame to the well, and , lower-

ing his rope to draw some water, saw to his horror a

headless body. Seared out of his senses, he did not

dare to take a second look, but Hew from the place afi

fast a- his le>_rs would carry him.

Soon afteruards there came ruslliii'_r through the

air a Pdi. catrviiiL.1 a head in one hand and a boul of

ambrosia in the other. She lifted the bo.|\ on) of t he

\\.-||, and. puttiii'j the head on to it. brought it back to

life hv s|)riiikliiiL
r BOme ambro-ia on it, and then lieu

a uay.
The Prinee _n,t up witli a >tart. as if h*' had been

awakened from hi-- -leep, and at the -ame moment

the hoi --. the E*rinoe8S, and the SWUM eame ilou n from
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the air above, and all five started off again. The

Prince, thanks to his magic horse, reached home long
before his brothers, and presented the divine swans

to his father. He also told him how he had found his

brothers working as the slaves of a magician, of their

rescue by him, and of their ingratitude, and his other

adventures.

The King at once ordered three holes to be made,

and, when his two wicked sons returned home, he had

them buried, each in one hole and their mother in the

third, since there was no knowing what she might do in

revenge for the death of her sons.

He set the swans free on his lake, and used to feed

them on pearls every day. Thus was the dream of his

life realised, and, according to his promise, both father

and son ruled the kingdom happily together.
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ONCE upon a time a traveller, feeling hungry, threw

down his bundle under a shady tree and ran to the

neare-t \vayside well for a cup of water. He took <>|V

his much-folded turban, and, tying one end of it round

the ni vk of the vessel, let it down into the well and

pulled it out by the other end; for various indeed are the

uses of turbans to travellers.

With the cup full of water he returned to the place

where lie had left his bundle, but to his horror he

found it l\in<_r open, and his bread gone! Looking up
into the tree, he saw, <>n a top-branch, a sturdy monkey

munching a mouthful of fried pea- out of a small earthen

pot, which had evidently been pilfered but a short while

before from BOme unlucky passer-by.

"Sir Monkey," said the traveller, addressing the

monkey, 'wilt thou take pity on me and share thv

peaa with me ( \ am dying of hunger."

The moiikev had his mouth too full of peas to reply,

c.-irryin^ the pot undei' his left arm. with his \\<\

Ihrust into its month JO Bfl to kei-p the eonti'iits from

falliiiL' out, he leapt from hoii^h to boiiuh. and came

down to the _' round and -han-d the peas with the

traveller. After that, the latter tlrinked the m-m!

a in I L'ot up to <_'i
i
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"
Sir Traveller," said the monkey,

"
why art thou

in such great haste to get away with my peas inside

thee ?
"

"
Sir Monkey," replied the traveller, taken aback

by the strange demand,
"

I have been tramping the

earth, and must be off home now. Thou canst not

both give me thy peas and keep them too. How can I

return them to thee ?
'

"
I do not care how," replied the monkey,

"
but, Sir

Traveller, my peas must be returned before thou budgest
an inch from here, or else thou must carry me on thy
shoulders wherever I care to go."

The traveller had no alternative but to submit to

his terms, and the monkey, mounting on his shoulders,

rode him about, this way and that, using his ears for

reins and his own tail for a whip, now turning him to

the left by pulling his left ear, and now to the right

by pulling his right ear.

Before they had gone far they met a drummer.
"
Sir Traveller," said the monkey,

"
I must have

this drum or my peas back."

The traveller bought him the drum. A little way
further on, the monkey, seeing an old woman by the

road-side, separating the chaff from the wheat with

a large winnowing-fan, again demanded this of the

traveller, who perforce had to get it for him also, for,

of course, he could not return the wretched peas. In

this way, too, the monkey later on possessed himself

of a long coiled-up rope, resembling in shape the folds

of a snake.

By this time it was growing dark and night was

near, so the natural instincts of the monkey bade him

make for the nearest wood. Arrived there, he found a
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m.m-inn >lin\\ inn ii" -i-_r n- <>f life, and with its LM ;

ck-ed. ( )\ rrhaiiL'iiiL' ill"' hoii-e ua- >i tall live, ami

into it thu monkey elimhed. with the traveller cliniiini:

to hi- tail, and from its branches hoth managed t<>

elamlier on to the roof of the house.

On looking throu<_'h (lie skylight, they saw to their

ama/.emeiit a hii.L'e '_
r iante-- -m>rin'_r

. \\illi a eharming
maiden -leepiujr hy her -ide

;
and the traveller t remitted

from head to foot, fearing thai the ^'iante<- miLr ht

\\ake from her -leep and eat him lip.

The monke\ nii\\ -aid he fell thirsty, ami asked I he

traveller 1. 1 pass him the Krass cup with some \\aler

in it. The traveller implored him to keep quiet, k-i

the gianteSfl should lie auakened Ity the imi>e, hut t he

monke\ in-i-t.-d. -aying : "Thou mii-l either pa-- me

the clip or let me have my pea- hack."

The tra\i-||er hrol|._'llt I he ellp on tip-toe, and the

monkey at once drank half it- eimirnl.- and then poured
out what ua- left through i he ->kyliL

r ht o\er the head

of the sleeping L'ianti---. \\ith a urnmt she sat up on

the ed<_re nt her I ie( I and looked U|) towards the -ky

liL'ht. She -ermed to think that it had hern rainiiiL'.

and ipiiekly la\ doun to sleep a'_rain ;
Imt no sooner

had -he done so than thud 1 came the eup a<_rain-t,

her head, hurled h\ the moiike\ \\ith all the -Irennlh

at In- eoiiiinanil. At tin-. feariiiL' that the end

kid mine, the traveller -\\MMiied a \\a\- from sheer

fright.

The L'iallle^-. lunked up. hilt eollld -ee U.itlilliL' lull a

mmi-lei's head uiinniu^ at her, and at mice jumped
out of hed in li'_'|il him. The umnke\ . guessing her

intenlioli. lllleu doUll the lope to k-| -i\ll: I'" '

thnii u.ml in li_r hl me '
I ..... I.

' hen- i- my lail."

O.P. :
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pointing to the rope,
"

I am a bigger giant than thou

art."

The giantess was evidently puzzled, and perhaps a

little frightened into the bargain, but, before she could

say anything, he threw down the winnowing-fan, say-

ing :

"
Dost thou doubt that ? Here is one of my ears,"

and with that he jumped down from the roof, beating
the drum loudly as if he were going to fight her.

The giantess, taking the monkey at his word, and

believing him to be bigger than she was, bolted out of

the house for her life, closely pursued by the monkey,

drumming and biting at the calves of her legs. Not

seeing where she was going in the dark, she tumbled

down into a well, head foremost, and was lulled.

The monkey then ran back to the house, and, finding
the traveller still in a swoon, pulled him by the ears

till he came to his senses, and told him what had

happened.
Both of them then went in to the house and found

the maiden unconscious on her bed, apparently through

fright The monkey now bethought him of a different

method to revive her, and instead of pulling her ears,

as he had done to the traveller, he kissed her on her

rosy cheeks with his clammy lips. Presently the

maiden sat up screaming, but, seeing that a human

being of flesh and blood like herself was with the

monkey, and hearing of the death of the giantess, she

soon recovered her senses.

After this the traveller, the monkey, and the maiden
soon became friends, and the maiden was surprised to

find that the traveller was no less a person than a Prince

in disguise. The traveller on his side was no less

amazed when he heard that the lovely figure before



TIM-: MONKKY CIANT KIU.KI: 83

him was :t Princess, the only one of IHT f.-uuily span-d

by the gianto-.

Tho 1'rinco married the Princess, and rnlrd over his

State, \\hile the wise monkey, in reward for all lie had

dune for both, w;us well euivd for, and all thn-i- li\.-d

and happily together.



THE GOLDEN CALF.

ONCE upon a time there was a certain rich man,

but as time went on he became poor. He did not,

however, long survive his poverty, but died, leaving

behind him two orphan boys utterly unprovided

for.

Thus suddenly turned adrift into the world, they

were at a loss to know what to do for a livelihood
; so,

selling off what was left of their home, they decided

to go to a foreign land in the hope of making a living

there.

So it befell that one day, under cover of darkness,

just before dawn, they left their home ; but, not being

accustomed to long journeys on foot, they had not gone

far before they became tired and hungry. In front,

behind, and around them, there stretched field after

field, as far as the eye could see, and nothing did they

find to eat but some peas, which, luckily for them, grew

in one of the fields. They ate as many of them as they

could, and then took some with them to feed them on

the way. They then went to drink water at a river

close by, and there they found a golden-hued bull-calf

standing with his legs stretched wide apart, and drinking

water. The elder brother wanted to wait until the calf

had finished, but the younger brother was not so patient,
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an. I pushed the calf a-ide to make mom fur himself,

whereupon the animal started bellowing. 'Humba,

Humba!" U loudly as if he had been .-ei/.ed by a t i^cr ;

and tin- lu-uthcrs. fearing '-t the cry should attract

lh-' owner uf tin- p<-a tit-Id to tin- spot, and can-.- their

theft to be discovered, tried to appease the calf and

entreated him to keep quiet.

If yon promise to take me \vith you." .-aid the ealf

to the younger brother, "and share your food \vith

me. then unly shall I cease cry in -_
f ."

To this he had to a<_'ree. and the. brothers stalled off

U'_'ain. taking the ealf with them.

On and on they journe\.-d until tin- shades uf evening

fell, when they sought shelter with a family for the

m<_r ht. and the brothers. borrowing a mortar and pestle,

crn-hed the pea-, and made themselves two cake-.

Thev then sat down to their dinner without, however,

inviting the calf, but the latter, according to the com-

pact .
ate half the yomi'_r<T brother's cake. NOW the head

of the family which had <_
r iven them shelter took pit\

on them, and employed them to look after his cattle.

K\erv day the '_'"lden calf u-.-d to accompany the cattle

to the pastures with the two brother- Mini have his

meal- \\ith the younger one.

A- time went on, the youths managed to put by

I'lioiiL'h a<jam-t a rain\ da\ ,
and it wa- the eMer brother

who kept the money for both. As t h.-ir circum-laii

had impro\ed. their employer de.-i.led to give his

.laiiL'hler iii marriage to the elder of the two. N'erily

this inarriaL'e \\a.-. the be-jinniiiL' of fresh trouble- for

the yomiL'er brother, for hi- r in law .soon came

tu hate him. and planned to rob him of hi- -hare of the
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So after this, one day when her husband was ill at

home, she took the cattle to graze with her brother-

in-law, and, while they were feeding, she went and sat

by him and pretended to smooth down his ruffled

hair.

While she was thus engaged he began to doze, and

then the wicked woman, taking out a sharp knife from

under her clothes, cut his head off at one stroke. After

that, she buried the head in one place and the body in

another, and then returned home with the cattle.

The golden calf, however, not seeing his master,

became very anxious, and began to search for him all

over the fields. Then, suddenly noticing marks of

blood and following them up, he at last succeeded

in finding the head in one place and the body in another.

He was not, .however, an ordinary calf, but was ac-

quainted with the virtues of herbs, so, putting the head

on to the body and then applying the juice of a certain

herb he knew of, he brought the younger brother back

to life, and the latter, as he got up to go, exclaimed :

"
What, have I been sleeping too long ? It has got

quite dark."

They returned home together, and naturally his sister-

in-law was frightened almost out of her wits to see her

dead brother-in-law come back, restored to life. This,

she rightly guessed, was the work of the calf, so she

planned to get rid of him first. Filled with evil designs,

she went to her bed at once, pretending to be ill, and,

when her husband enquired what was the matter with

her (for she had cooked nothing for him and his

brother), she said : "I have a very bad headache. I

consulted an astrologer, and he advised me to bathe

my head in the blood of the golden calf, if I wanted to
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h. cured of it soon," with a significant stress on the

|;ist word.

HIT husband, .Ireading the idea of having either to

go starving or do the cooking for tin- famiU, at once

sent for B butcher, and, fetching the calf, said to him :

An astrologer has told my \vife to cure her headache

by liathing her head in the 1.1. iod of this calf, so

take him away, slaughter him, and bring me his

blood."

'The astrologer wants my l)lood," said the calf to

the butcher,
" lut not my flesh, so see to it you do not

put your knife into my flesh."

H..\v can I get the blood without cutting the

flesh?" cried the butcher, frightened. 'I cannot do

the impossible."

So back went the husband to his wife and informed

her iif what had passed between the calf and the

butcher.

When she heard it she said angrily:
" Go and tell the

butcher, a few pieces of flesh mixed with the blood will

not matte!-."

H. told him, but (lie calf again warm-d the butcher:

'

Verv well," said he.
'

you can have my llesh and

1,|, 1( ,d if you like, I, nt mind you do not touch my hone,.

The astrologer said nothing ,,f them.'

i;.,ck went the husband to his wife and repeated the

wor<U to her. She eried out :

'

All this silly DOUSense

(,;M made my headache WO.M-. Co and get me both

hi, blood, ll-sh. and bones, if you please. I will have no

more excuses.

The ralf. finding it impossible
to ward IT his doom,

went to take leave <>f the youngei brother, to whom ho

told everything. I'.etueen them they planned a wiv
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of escape.
" Do thou pretend to take me to thy elder

brother," said the calf,
" and on the way I will manage

to run away from thee, and then thou must follow me
as if to capture me. When we have got out of thy
brother's sight, spring on my back. I will then carry

thee to an island inhabited by Peris (fairies) far away
from these wicked people, but, should I die, do not

mourn for me, but secretly watch what happens to my
body. You will see a number of Peris swoop down
from above to eat my flesh, but, directly they find it is

the dead body of a calf, they will go away without

tasting it. Next will come a Gorur (a divine eagle).

Catch him if you can, and, when you have caught him,

say to him :

'

Oh, wicked bird, thou hast killed my calf ;

either give thy daughter in marriage to me or I will

kill thee. If he agrees to do this, take care to make

him swear it three times."

In accordance with this plan, the younger brother

acted out the little drama. He dragged the calf, who

feigned unwillingness, before his elder brother, when,
as previously arranged, the calf broke loose and bolted,

followed by the younger brother, and so both of them

escaped.

The calf never stopped until he reached the island,

having leapt over the seas, but, when he arrived there,

he dropped down dead from sheer exhaustion.

The younger brother did as he had been bid by the

calf before his death, and, true enough, a band of Peris

came flying through the air
; but, when they found the

dead body to be that of a calf, they flew away without

tasting it.

Next came a Gorur, as predicted, and the younger
brother sprang upon him and caught him.

" Thou



THK cnl.DKN CALF 80

ha.-t killed in\ calf," .-aid he to ill-- bird, "and I will

kill thec unle. th>ii givesl thy daughter in marriage

Id MM'."

The bird had no alternative but to sultinit to the

term- of his captor, and. fetching his daughter before

him, laconically introduced them to each other. Baying,

Here is thy bridegroom, and here is thy bride.

A d,-. lighter and a cow." .-aid the liridc.
" are alike.

They !)<-< mie another's property by -lift. They have no

choice of their own."

Handing over his daughter to his son-in-law, the

Gronirsaid: "The father -npports his daughter until

her marriage. Now rests on thee the duty of maintain-

ing thy wife." The < iorur then ble>sed 1 he couple, and

taking leave of them, flew awa\ .

The Oornr's -laughter. \\ho could, with eagle-eyed

clearness, see into the past, the pre-eni. and tlie future,

had little difficulty in di-covering her husband to be a

wandering vagabond without the wherewithal to main-

tain a wife. With tears streaming down her cheeks,

she went down to the river and prayed to Vishnu, the

god of her tribe, either to build her and her hu-ban-l a

^liable habitation and give them enough to eat and

drink for the r.-l i.f their lives, or eUe i.. lei her drown

herself, and so put an end to her life
;
audio! in an >wer

to her piayei- there arose before their admiring eyefl an

inip"-ing hoii-c. tilled \\ith enough f 1 to la>t them a

life! ime

The couple .-it onoe took possession of the h<>u-e ;m ,i

for :i time lived happily, but ala>
'

the conr>e of true

love -eld-nil run- >moolh. 'I'he (Jorur'- daughter

possessed the fatal gift of beaut\. and tin- brought

on her a seiie "f mi-fortune-..
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One day it so happened that, while the Gorur's

daughter, who had just taken a bath, was sitting out

in the sun drying her golden hair, a colt, which had

got loose from the stables of the King of the island,

found its way into her house, and she hunted it away,

giving it a slap over its brow, where she left the

impression of her five golden fingers.

The colt ran back home, and the King, noticing the

five golden finger-marks upon its brow, guessed its

assailant to be a lady of uncommon beauty, and straight-

way felt a keen desire to see her. The King sent for

the royal barber at once, and, when he came, pointed
to the five golden finger-marks on the colt's forehead,

and thus said to him :

:

barber ! thou match-maker

and go-between of Princes, thou must secure the fair

one who has struck my colt, to be my Queen."
The barber soon found the Gorur's daughter and asked

her if she had slapped the King's colt.

She did not deny it, and back went the barber to the

King with the good news of the discovery of his colt's

assailant.
' Thou canst not win the affections of the lady,"

said the sharp-witted barber,
' :

until thou gettest rid

of her husband. She is a goddess in beauty, and deserves

to be thy Queen."

Thereupon the King had the husband of the Gorur's

daughter brought before him, and thus addressed him :

"I do not know who thou art, but thy wife has

committed treason by striking my colt, for beating my
colt is the same thing as beating me. For this thou

and thy wife deserve severe punishment. I can, how-

ever, pardon thee and thy wife on one condition

only, and that is, if thou canst successfully carry
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three successive ta-ks which I shall impo-e mi

thee.
'

Finding himself in this predicament, the husband

ed tin- King t<> tell him ;it once \\hat hi.- lirst ta-k

was tr. be.

Tin- Km- then ordered ;i hundred-weight of iini>t.-i rd

seed, each -eed a- tiny as the head of a pin, to be scattered

over H ploughed up held, and. when that was done, h<-

turned to (lie Gorur's SOU in-law and said to him :

Hero is thy lirst task. Do thou collect tho seeds,

one l>v one. during the night and fetch them lieforo mo

at dawn on the morrow. Tf the seeds wei<_'h a hundred-

weight, neither more nor less by a single grain, then I

>hall iiii|io>e my second task upon thee, but, should-t

thou fail, thy life sliall be forfeit ."

\\'ith a he, ivy heart, the Gorur's son-in-la\\ went

home to hi- wife and told her of all that had passed

bet\\-.-en tin- KiiiLT and himself, and asked her advice

to ho\v to aei-omjilish the |ir-t ta-k he had been

given.

|)o not be anxioUS, dear." said his wife, 'thou

kno\\e-t that my father is the King of birds, and all

dm binU of the forest .
at hi- command, \\ill come ami

|iiek the BOedfl up and collect them into a sack." She

then inforilK-d her father of e\ er\ t hillL'. and a-ked for

his assistance on behalf of her hu-band.

In the twinkling of an eye, all the birds of the world

cam.- llorkin'j- to the lii-ld. and |>iek.-d ii|i
all the BOedfl

overniL'lit, l"it the King <f the bird- found one tiny

little Lr rain mi--iiiLr
. He took the bird- to t.i>k for it,

but, after the\ had all |imte>ted their innocence, he

bTOhed them one and all, when ID ! the mi-.-.iiii_' -c.-d

u.i-ifoiind c.inci-aleil in the blind eye of one of them.
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He was punished, all the other birds attacking him

with their beaks and claws.

At dawn on the following morning, the hundred-

weight of seed was produced before the King, and an

army of royal auditors and accountants were busy
all day counting up the seeds, and, wonder of wonders !

they were found to be exactly correct in number and

weight.

The first task having been accomplished, the King
called the barber before him, and, telling him that the

first task had been successfully performed, asked him

what the next task should be. The barber scratched

his head for a minute, and then out came this ingenious

suggestion :

"
Thy Majesty," said he, nothing daunted,

"
canst now ask the husband of the fair lady to fetch

thee a bowl of tigress's milk. Of course, he will be

eaten up by the tigress in the attempt to get her milk,

and then the lady shall be thine."

Accordingly, the King told the Gorur's son-in-law

to get him a bowl of tigress's milk,
"
or," he added,

"
thy life shall be forfeit."

Back went the latter to his wife and informed her of

the second task the King had imposed upon him.
"

Is that all, dear ?
"
answered his wife.

" Do not be

anxious about it." And, saying this, she took off one

of her rings, which was set with a bright stone, and,

handing it to her husband, continued :

" Go to the wood

and hold the stone up towards the sun. There will be

a flash of fire, and with that the forest will be set aflame.

Then there will be a hurrying to and fro of the panic-

stricken animals, but, if thou keepest watch, thou wilt

see tigresses running away, leaving their cubs behind.

The cubs will make for a place of safety, and do thou
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fn||(.\v them with a ipiantity i>|' pepul tigs in thy

Then climb up into a tree and keep thmuing the fruits

tn the cubs. The\ \\ill come up In thi- ft nit of the tree

anil look towards thee Cm- more. Their mother i- .-ure

tn trace tilt-in mil x, .oner or later, and, lindiiiL! that tlmu

hast well careil fur them, is sure In reward thee. Thtni

can-t I lien a>k fur her milk."

The (Jorur's son in la\v did as he was liid. and the

tigress, pleased with him. tint only ga\e him a bowl

full of her milk, hut alsn one nf her eulis, a full <jmu n

One, le>t the King should think that a fraud had been

practised upon him.

After that, while the Kinir was holding a eminril,

surrounded by his emirt ier>. in stepped the (Jnrur's

-nn in |;i\\. attended by th<- cub. with a bowl of tigress's

milk, and 1<>! there W&B a tam|iede anmiiLr the people

pie-eiit, the KiiiLr

juiiiping do\\ n from the throne and

riinnini: into the zenana, filled \\ith fear. The (inrur'-;

BOD in la\\'. hi>\se\ei-, \\'as \>,\<\ tn |ca\t- the bnu 1 nf milk

there and _''> a u a \ uith the li<_
r<T. until he was aLrain

-en! li ii- b\ I he King.

The King. ha\ in-_r been assured that the (Jurur's MHI

in lau \\-as gone, at miee sent for tile bai'tier. "Thou

art a u ieked barber." said he. with a hiir>t of anger.

Thou hadst nearly brought about m\ death, for the

husband of the ai-ciir>ed lady ha> been here, aeeiuii-

panied by a full gn>\\-n tiger."

The -eeniiil attempt to get i'id of linn having failed,

the barbel 1 was asked to -i his n<-\t plan, and \\a>

warneil. if it failed a;_rain, he \\oiild ha\e to -ull'er death

instead of hi> inli-inleil viel im .

The barber racked hi- brain lor a IOULT \\lnle. and then

uith a i-huekle Unfolded hlx liexl piere of Wlekiiln-
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"
Thy Majesty, there is now no way of escape for the

man at all. Send him forth to heaven, saying :

'

I

want thee to go up to heaven and come back and tell

me how my ancestors are faring there.' Of course, he

will have to go the way they have gone to heaven, that

is, through a funeral pyre, and will be surely reduced

to ashes. Thus will the thorn in thy side be re-

moved."

The King called the husband again, and this time

asked him, as his last task, to go up to heaven to enquire
after his ancestors.

'

Thy Majesty," said he,
"
the journey to and back

from heaven would take at least six months, and a large

sum of money would be needed to keep my wife in com-

fort during my absence."

The King, only too willing to get rid of him, complied
with his request, and asked him to get ready for heaven

at once.

The Gorur's son-in-law went back to his wife, feeling

sure of his doom, and the latter, on being told of it,

took off another of her rings, set with a magic stone,

and, handing it over to her husband, said :

" Thou

needest not fret over it, dear. Wear this ring on thy

finger, and no fire can harm even a single hair of thy
head. Leave the rest to me."

A funeral pyre was accordingly built up, just before

dusk, and the Gorur's son-in-law sat upon it, quite as

unconcerned as if he were sitting on his bridal couch.

Around him a huge mass of wood was piled up to a

great height, and the pyre was then set on fire. The

wood blazed forth, the fire shooting into a hundred

tongues, and the King and his courtiers, thinking all

was over with him, went away.
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The King, however, decided to wait the full six months

before asking the man's widow to l>e his Queen, and so

the lady was left unmolested.

In the meantime, after the King and his courtiers

had gone, the woman went to the funeral pyre and

secretly conveyed away her husband, who had not had a

single hair singed, to an underground room whieh had

hem specially con>t ructed for his hiding until Hie six

months were past.

Kverv dav the lady used to carry food and drink to

ht i- husband and t<-nd him in his hiding place, and in

this way the six months went by.

The fjorur's son-in-law had turned yellow from living

so long under ground, deprived of fresh air and exercise,

while his hair and nails had grown hideously long; so

that, when the six months were up and he suddenly

appeared before the King while he was holding court

\\ilh all the fanning COUrtiers round him, there was the

greatest consternation among the assembly, for they

took him to he hi> own ghost, come hack from hell to be

revenged upon them.

However, after the lir>t >hock of >urpri-e and fear

was over, the King and his courtiers ^ithered round

him, plying him with query after <pier\ regard iii'_
r their

ancestors.

"Thy .M.ije-ty," -aid the QorUT
1

-'onm-law. "all

thine anceston are well and ha\e sent thec their hene-

dlclioll by me
;

but one reijiie-l thc\ a>ked me to lual.e

of thee, before p.ntin-. and thai i- to -end up th\ royal

barbel- to hea\en at once. There are no harber.> in

heaven at all, and so their hair and nails ha\e ^rown
too lollLT. jll-l a- mine ha\e Ml -i\ months |'"lirt he|-,

the\ \\i-hed to reuard me uith a larL'e--e i if -_'o|d. but
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since there is no need of money in heaven, they want thee

to pay me a handsome reward for them."

The King took him at his word and gave him a large

reward, while, on the other hand, he ordered the barber

to proceed at once to heaven, with razor and all, and

the barber, caught in his own trap, ascended a funeral

pyre and was soon reduced to cinders.

The King, however, turned over a new leaf, and, in

compensation for all the harm he had sought to do the

Gorur's son-in-law, appointed him his chief Minister,

and he and his wife lived happily ever after.
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UNI i: upon a time there was a certain merchant \vlio

had a I a ],'< family of aeven -ms and 0110 daughter.

She W9& named IJija, and as might have heen expected,

ua- t lie darling of the \vhole family.

A- I in ic uenl on. she |o>t hut 1 1 he i'
|

ia rent s and I >ecai in-

dependent upon her l>rothers. The brothers married,

and their \\i\e- rex-nted the presence of liija in tin-

famiK aa if >he \\crc .1 thorn in their sides. Of course,

the\ d.ned nut express their hatred of her to their

husliands, for the latter ucie 1'niid of Ihcii- -i-tcr. \vho

in her turn uas de\oter||y attached to them.

( 'oiicealiiiLT t heir hat red as licst t hey could, I he \\ ieked

\\oincn made liija do all the domestic dnnlLr

M-y for

t hem.

\\\\.\ put up uilh il ;ill liec.-ni-e -he lo\'ed her In-other-,

anil, for their sake at least, snlunittcd to .ill | he har-h

eomm.inds ol their ui\e> \\ithoiil a ^rnnilile.

I 'nfort nnately . houe\er. for her, her In-other^ now

had to L'O alu-oad on business, le;iviiiLr the c i re of liija

lot heir wive

Nun the pent up hatred of her alsterfl in lau found a

\cllt. The\ oi'dered
I'.lJ.i

to gO .Hid 'jc! ;i luickel of

\\aler for them out of the uell. at the>ame time for

her tlie n-e of .m\ rope to draw it with, and
.. p.
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threatening her with all sorts of punishment if she

failed.

This was, of course, an impossible task, and Bija sat

down by the well, and, beginning to sob and weep, kept

saying to herself :

"
Alas ! where are you, my dear

brothers ? Are you dead or alive ? Why does Bija

yet live in spite of the insults of her sisters-in-law ?
'

Attracted by her cries, a couple of crows came flying

down to her and enquired the cause of her trouble. She

told them of the task her wicked sisters-in-law had

imposed upon her, and the crows flew down into the

well and fetched water in their beaks and put it into

the bucket, and thus by their joint and repeated efforts

they at last succeeded in filling it with water to the

brim.

Away went Bija to her sisters-in-law with the bucket

full.

Next these cruel wretches laid their wicked heads

together and devised another task for Bija.

They called her, and, giving her a quantity of un-

husked paddy, ordered her to separate the husk from

the grain without the help of mortar and pestle.

Bija went away with a heavy heart, and, spreading

out the paddy in front of her, began to sob and weep.

There was a tree close by where hundreds of mynas

(finches) used to roost every night, and at dusk they

came flying in a body to the tree.

Seeing the paddy spread out on the ground below,

they flew down to eat it, but Bija said to herself :

;<

Alas ! where are you, my dear brothers ? Are you
dead or alive ? Why does Bija yet live in spite of the

insults of her sisters-in-law ?
' The birds, moved to

pity, enquired the reason of her sadness.
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Bija inltl tin-in of tin- wickedness of her sisters-in-law,

;iiid of the impossible task which they had L'iven her

to do, and the inyiias, making use of thrir lieaks for

mortar and pestle, separated the chad' from (lie corn

in a trice.

Away went Bija to her sisters-in-law with Hie paddy
husked and cleaned.

Au'ain the wicked sisters devised another and still

more difficult task for her a task in the accomplishing
of which she was, they thought, sure to perish. This

time thev asked her to go into the wood and fetch

them the milk of the Akanda plant.
1 The wood was

a great distance away by the side of a river, and was

full of dangerous animals, and none dared to go there

alone and unarmed.

The poor girl set oil' aloiiL' the hank of the river, and.

when she got near the wood, -he sat doun and lie-an to

Sob and weep, and kept Baying to herself : Ala-!

whore are you, my dear brothers'? Are you dead or

ali\e ' Why does Bija yet live in spite of the insults

of her .sisters in law (

It 90 happened that her brother- \\ere just then

relurniiiL' home in a lioat along the coa-t of the river,

and, seeing their he|o\ed aistei Bija, they landed on

HIM hank and enquired the rea-on of her pre-ence there.

She ha-tily driexl her eyes, and. with the wonderful

prc-ence of mi ml of her se\ , invent ed a -toi \ n t In- -pur

of the moment to account for it :

"

My Bisters in la\\."

.-aid She, "are -iil)-iiirj from a kind of eye di-c.i-e.

they ha\e -ent me here for; a little of the milk from the

Akamla plant ."

Tht^ hi'other- immediately I_M( lordlier enoiiL'h of it

'^ koj^iO '\.-'i ,
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in a cup made out of a leaf, and, taking their sister with

them, hurried home.

As soon as their wives saw their husbands entering
the house with Bija in their company, they trembled

from head to foot, not knowing what was in store for

them for all their harsh treatment of their sister.
' Are you suffering from an eye disease ?

"
said they

to their wives.
"
Bija has been telling us that you sent

her to fetch the milk of the Akanda plant, and so we have

brought it to you."
The wives now felt more comfortable in their minds,

for evidently Bija had not complained to her brothers

about them. However, in order to keep up the pretence,

they began to rub their eyes until they were red, and,

lest their husbands should think they were shamming
illness, they said :

'

Yes, we have nearly wept our eyes
out for you, dear husbands, and that is the cause of our

eye disease."

Saying this, they put a few drops of the Akanda milk

into their eyes, and lo ! they became blind. They were

afterwards taken away by their respective parents for

treatment, but, having become permanently blind, they
decided to stay with them for better care, and Bija and

her brothers lived happily together as they had done

before the wicked women came on the scene.



A NOSE FOR A NOSE.

ONCK upon a time then 1 lived a certain mi-erly couple,

ami urcat mi-er- they were. They used to keep hut

one servant liet\veen them, often star\ iiiLT him, and

even eheatinir liini out of lii> wa<_res inio the hart_rain.

I'.efore en^a^in^ one. they would say to him: "If

thoii leavest our service on any account thoii shall

Lr i\e thy nose to us: on the other hand, if \ve ever

di-mi-- thee. thoii shall, ha.vc our nO868."

On these term- many a -ervant had served the couple,

and. after having lieen -tar\ed and ill treated, had at

la-t u'riLTL'leil hiin-e|f ,,m (( f the rontract at the expense
of his IP 186

One da\ they took a hoy into their BOrvioe on the

u>ual term-. The\ u-ed to make him do all the drudgery
of the household for them, Iml in return for all the

work they irnt mil df him he was put on >hort ration-.

If the -toniach is full, (he hack can hear." -aid the

ho\ In hi m-elf, and. after a few da \ - of -cm i -t ar\ a I ion

and over \\ork, he too hoiiLrht his freedom u'ith hi-

The hoy went home empty handed and node--,

and his younger hrother, >eeim_r hi- comic appraram-e.

empiired how it all happened. He told him how hi-

wicked employer- had cunningly introduced the no-i>
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penalty into his contract of service, and then, by starv-

ing and over-working him, had made him break it, and
so forfeit his nose.

The younger brother went straight off to the misers,

determined to teach them a lesson, and offered to serve

them on the same terms as his elder brother.
'

Agreed," said the misers, with a mischievous twinkle

in their eyes as they looked at each other, and the

younger brother too was ill-fed and hard-worked
' from early morn till dewy eve."

The boy, however, thought out a scheme of revenge
in silence. When the couple had occasion to go out,

the boy would steal into the pantry and help himself

to all the bread, butter, and cakes.

In this way he had a nice time of it, while the misers

began to fret and fume over his doings, but to no

purpose. Of course, they could not dismiss him, or else

the}- would have had to forfeit their own noses to him.

The troubles of the couple had now just begun. One

day the boy was told to fetch some mutton for them,

but, instead of bujdrig it in the market, he had all their

sheep slaughtered, and brought their mutton before

them.

They flew into a rage and took the boy severely to

task for it. They had not, they protested, told the boy
to get their sheep slaughtered for the mutton.

The boy, however, with mock humility, said to them :

" I am so sorry I misunderstood the order. You did

not tell me to buy the mutton from the market. I

thought you wanted any mutton, and here it is."

Of course, however much they wished to dismiss

him then and there, they could not, and so they put
the best face they could upon it.
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On another occasion, when their only child was

frying, the boy was told to keep it quiet. He gripped

its throat SO hard that it was strangled In death, and

remained as quiet as the grave.

The miserly couple, now overwhelmed with grief at

the death of their only child, did not know what to do

to p-t rid of the troublesome boy. They feared their

live.- \\ere not safe while he lived with them, so they

planned to run away from the house temporarily,

hoping he would in the meantime depart to his home.

After this decision, they buried all their valuables

in divers secret places, and put some refreshments and

a tew other thiiiL's, for use on the way, into a wooden

1 i unk.

The boy. ifttini: wind of their intention, squee/ed
himself somehow into the trunk, and lay in hiding

there.

At dead of night the master of the house, with his

wife, prepared to go off to the wife's home. and. lifting

the trunk on to his shoulders, -tarted off. The hoy

enjoyed the ride <m the shoulders of his ma-ter. which

felt a.- if he were hein:_r earned in a sedan chair, and

ate up everything eatable he found inside the trunk.

After the two misers had L'one a <_
rood way, they

became tired and ravenously hungry with the IOIIL'

tramp. BO they prepared to re.-t and refresh themselves.

The trunk was put down on the Around near :i well,

and the lid lifted up, \\hcii lo
' out leapt the hoy from

within it and alnm-t perched on then- heads. They
allied out a- if he were a Lrho-t let loose from hell.

but, when they found it was the mischievous boy whom

they wanted to a\oid, they did not know whether to

laugh or to weep. The boy ,-tcppcd forth in front of
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them, and, folding his hands with mock humility, thus

said to them :

"
Oh, my kind master and my kind mistress !

how cruel of you to have intended to go away without

me ! I, on my part, cannot bear to be separated from

you, so devoted a servant I am
;
and so, fearing to be

left behind, I lay down in the trunk, making room for

myself by putting all the sweets and cakes inside me."

If there was no food left to satisfy their hunger,
there was, at any rate, plenty of water in the well to

quench their thirst, and the boy, with pretended devo-

tion, drew as much water for them as they could drink.

The husband and wife now determined to do away
with the boy, and so they made three beds at some

little distance from one another, the one nearest to the

well being meant for their intended victim.

The boy, suspecting foul play, watched his master

and mistress, and, when they had fallen into a deep

slumber, got up on tip-toe, and, lying down between

the two, pretended to snore the snore of the just.

Towards the darkest hour of dawn, his master got

up, and, mistaking his wife for the boy, rolled her,

blanket and all, down the well. As she fell with a

splash, up sprang the boy, and his master, grieved and

horrified, found out his mistake too late. Of course,

he dared not tell him he had intended to throw him

into the well, and not his wife, and so he attributed her

fall to accident.

Instead of going back to an empty home, he con-

tinued his journey in order to inform his wife's parents

of the mishap.
The boy, protesting devotion, persisted in accom-

panying him. At one moment he thought of ridding

himself of his servant by giving up his nose, but at
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tin- nc\l tlic idea of a noM'le-s son in-la\v appearing
lictnn- his wife's family, and exciting laughter and

amii-ement . instead of commiseral imi. among them,

made him re-i<_;n himself to his fate.

When they \\vre Hearing their destination, the I toy

ran ahead of his master and told this story to his master's

father in-la\\ : "Sir," said the hoy, addressing him,

'thy soii-in-la\\ has suddenly '_
rone ravhig mad. lie

is coming over here alone, leaving his wife hehind at

home: BO thy daughter has sent me ahead to advi-e

thee to put a feu leeches on to his Meek to let olV >onie

of his blood."

The hoy then ran hack to his master and told him

he had jn.-t lieen to his f;it her in -|a\v. like a dutiful

-rvaMt. and informed him of his coming, so as to

prepare him for hi> reception hefoivhaiid.

No sooner had the son-in-law arrived at hi.- father-in-

la\\'> hoii.-e than lie wa.- pounced upon hy tuo staluail

fe||o\\s. like L'rim nie>-ciiLrer> of death, and found him-

>elf in their linn <_
r

rip. liefore he could make an attempt
to speak, they had applied a niimlier of leeehe- (,,

the liack of his neck to dr.iu olT the Mood, the hoy
>tandin<_r a little mi one side eiijo\in^ the fun. \

BOOH as their eyefl met, his ma-ter cried out, maddened

1>\ the pain :

i "ine and take my nose, and lieL'one.

tliou ra-cal
'

Of course, no Im-i'riiiL' donht \\-a^ no\\ left in the

mind- of the -pi-ctator- a- to ln> insanity, and the ln.\

i. in up to him, and. >nippiic_
r oil hi> no>e. took to his

heels.

Soon after, the mi>ei'> \\ife. re~( ued h\ a |ia--er \>\ .

arn\ed at her father- hoii>e. \\ith cut- and lirni-e- all

o\er her fare, and nanated all their \\ne> to her parent-.
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Then her family saw how they had been imposed upon,

and, cursing the mischievous boy from the bottom of

their hearts, immediately took off the leeches.

The boy carried off his master's nose triumphantly,

and put it on the stump of his brother's nose.

Thus had he revenged himself and exacted a nose

for a nose.



THK JACKAL TIIK COMPLAINANT, TIIK GOAT
THK ACCUSED, AND TIIK \\oLF TIIK

JUDGE.

< >\< i;
ii|)iin a time a greedy jackal a.-ked a bearded

she ^i at to take a lease "f land and cultivate it in

partnership \vith him.

The '_
f at \\-ent -trai'.-lit <>tT to a rack rent inir land-

lord, (for all landlord- an- rack -renters.) and applied

for a plot of land.
' Thon art lint a uoat." -aid the landlord, "and

^oat- eat e\ er\ t hiii'_r
. Thc\ donot possess wits enough

in proportion to their lieard-. Thou art sure to eat

up thy en.p, and wilt ha\e nothini: to pay my rent

with. lle^i me
'

The -n.-it uent liaek to the jackal and (old him of

what had pa-sed lietween the landlord and herself.

The jack;d then look the -...it tn the landlord and

o IT* -red to -land -enirity for the rent, if he eared to let

his land to the yoat .

\Lr reed." -aid thi- landlord, and a \\ a \ \\eiit tin-

part Her-, rej< liciiiL'.

The rent ti\ed, they had \et to .-ettle uhat should

lie yrowti on the land. The <j<>;\\ picf.-ind cotton,

uhieli is of rather .-|o\\ Drouth, \\hile the jackal voted

for me|on->, which were, of CO11T86, to his likih'_' llo\\
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ever, in the true spirit of business, a compromise was

arrived at, each meeting the other half-way. They

grew half cotton and half melons.

Now they had to settle between themselves the hours

of watch. In the end the goat agreed to guard the field

by day, the jackal by night.

Soon there was a good crop of melons of all sizes,

and the jackal began to lick his mouth as they

ripened.

One night, during his watch, the jackal invited all

his howling fraternity to a feast of melons, and all the

melons disappeared.

The next day, when the goat's turn came to watch

the field, she discovered the theft and immediately
went and informed the jackal of their loss.

1 Thou hast robbed me of my share of the melons,"

said the jackal angrily. "I saw them all right before I

left the field. greedy goat, thou must have eaten

them thyself. I shall take thee before a judge."

The goat protested her innocence, wagging her beard

to and fro solemnly.

The jackal then went away and appointed a wolf,

as judge and umpire, to decide the quarrel, and at mid-

night he called for the goat and took her awa.y before

him.

The goat had reared up two orphan pups, and they,

now full-grown, seeing their foster-mother go away
with the jackal in the depth of the night, suspected

something wrong and followed secretly.

Arrived at the den of the wolf, the jackal called out

to him, and out came his honour in the peaceful robes

of a judge, licking his mouth as he looked on the plump

goat trembling in fear before him.



JACKAL. COAT, AND l.i'.t

The j;i.-kal opened tin- ease again>t tin- goal, and,

by the time be l.a.l formulated hia charges against her,

day wa* breaking, and the wolf, al a pre-arranged sign

from the jackal, sprang upon the prisoner.
I Jut a1 the

aame momenl her two canine foster-children, who l>a<l

followed ht-r at a distance and had been watching HH-

acene from hehind a hush, sprang at his throat. Tin-

W( ,lf cried out with pain to ih.- jackal for h.-lp.
hut the

lattersaid mockingly: 'Why, art aol il.m ih- judp-

Punish thy assailants thyself." and with that h- sneaked

away with his tail between his legs, hut Qol before one

of the dugs had Miapprd nlT his nose.

Aft.-r the victory, the dogs escorted their foster-

mother safely home, leaving the wolf stretched at full

length "ii the, ground.

As for the jackal, he was made to pay the rent for

tho goat, and thus was punched for his roguery.



THE RIDDLE OF THE PUPPETS.

ONCE upon a time there was a certain King who had

the curious habit of discussing affairs of State with

his ministers in the most secluded portions of his private

park, which was well laid out with shady trees and

ornamented with artificial fountains.

One mid-day, the King, as was his wont, repaired

thither with his Prime Minister, to hold a secret con-

sultation. After they had finished their conversation,

they went and sat down by a fountain, looking at the

scenery all around them, when suddenly the King

glanced up, and caught sight of a ripe mango on a branch

just above his head. So tempting did it look, that the

King asked his minister to pluck it for him, but he was

not able to reach it.

"
Prince !

"
said the minister, after one or two

vain efforts to get the fruit, "it is too high for me, and

I am too old to climb up trees."
"
There is no need to climb," replied the King with a

smile.
: '

Just get on to my shoulders and get it from

there."
"

I dare not presume so far," protested the minister,

as he stood with hands folded.
" Do thou rather,

Prince, mount upon my shoulders and bring it down."
" You are too old to bear my weight," said the King.
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"Climb DM my shoulder- \\ithout any more fu--, sir.

If you have any scruples, I, as your King, order you,

as my subject, to do it."

After this, further parleys were useless.
'

I am between the devil and the deep sea," thought

the minister, Bfi he prepared to do the Kin-'- bidding.

So plaeiriL' his feet, one on either shoulder of the King,

he pulled the mango.
The King ato tho fruit with '_

r tvat relish, as you max-

well imagine, after such mighty trouble, and then rose

and returned to the palace with his minister.

The mango incident did not. houever. pas-, unnoticed

by other eyes than those nf the King and his minister.

\\'hile the latter -tood on the shoulders of his ro\.d

master in tho act of plucking the fruit, a saffron-robed

mendicant happened to walk into the p.uk unobserved,

and witnessed the scene with a Mutter of the heart, lie

immediately followed the King to the palace and prayed
for an audience, which was granted after some dela\.

<) Prince." -aid the mendicant, \\hen he ua- u-liered

into liis presence,
"
Icravethx ro\al pardon."

'What! My pardon?" exclaimed t he King. "Why,
ha-t thoii committed any murder in my realm (

I have not," replied the mendicant,
"
nor do I ever

intend to. yet I do feel I oiiL'ht to have thy pardon."
'Then explain, thoii -illy man. \\hy thoii aske-t my

pardon," cried the King, ama/.ed lie\,,nd measure.

"There may In- a can-e or there may not," persi-ted

the mendicant
,

"
but still, all the same. I beg. (\ Prince,

thy pardon."

"Very \\ell," -aid the Kii 'thoii art pai'doned ."

but the mendicant, not \ ct fully -all-tied, prayed him

to put hi- pardon in \\ riling under hi- hand and
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This was done, and the mendicant departed happily
with the proof of his innocence, which he who ran might
read.

Time flew on, and the King, for some reason or other,

became offended with his Prime Minister and ordered

him to be put to death as was the practice of primitive

days with all his tribe, so that none might be left

alive to avenge his death, or carry on a blood-feud

from generation to generation. Among the relations

of the condemned minister, the mendicant happened
to be one, and so was led along with the others to the

place of execution. When, however, it came to his

turn to be executed, he held out the royal pardon,
which he had carefully preserved all these long years,

and the executioner, not knowing what to do, took

him straight before the King.
The King, surprised to see the mendicant again,

enquired what was the matter, and the latter, producing
the pardon from the folds of his turban and showing
it to the King, asked him in a tone of pious indignation

why he had ordered his execution in violation of his

plighted word.

The King ordered him to be released at once, and,

taking him by the hand, retired into his private room

with him. Before the King had recovered from his

surprise and opened his lips, the mendicant thus began :

"
Prince ! did not this

'

silly man,' as thou wert

pleased to call me, act wisely in having secured thy

royal pardon in black and white ? I once happened
to take shelter against the heat of the sun in thy park,

not knowing that thou wert alone with thy minister,

and what should I see but thy servant, the minister,

plant his feet on thy royal shoulders in order to pluck



THK RIDDLE OF Till-: PUPPETS m
a manno '

I wa- at mn-c put in mind of the -a \in.i_',

'

Kaniiliarit v breed- emit empt .' and tin- familiarity

which lic'_ran in I In- park then has now ended disasl nmsly

for him and his kith and kin. I W&S one of the latter

and. anticipating \\hat ha- happened to-day, had taken

care to ask thee for a written pardon in advance.''

The Kin-. adiiiiniiL' his uncommon intelligence and

f"rc-i-ht. appointed him then and there his I'rime

Mini-ter in pi.
ice of hi- executed kinsman.

The execution* over, the only surviving son of t he-

late minister, who had ex-aped death \>\ Iliirht. soiiuht

and obtained an a-\lum uitli a prottW of his father'.-

the chief tailor to the Kin- and no more was thought

,,l him. He ua> taii'jht ami W&8 ipiieU to learn 36WU

I.e-ide- ornamental \\ork in Uold and silver, and l.e.camc

L'eneiall\ ll>eflll to hi- protector.

\ time went on, the Kiim sent for his chief tailor,

and, makiiiL' O\TI- to him an ancient l.ut valnalilf royal

l-iilie, Midelcd it In he Wl'nll^llt ill Uold. Now it -'i

happened that thi> \ci\ \oiith undertook to do it him-

self, and lieijan to work on it il,i\ and in-lit uithont

pest. \- luck \voiild ha\e it . tin- Kin<j. \\ ho \\as in I he

hal>il of 'j'-inL' aliout in di>'_r ui>e at ni-ht lime, to

with liis oun eyefl hou hi> -ul.jec-t fared under his rul-,

pa-sed l>\' the holl-e of his tailor one e\eliiliLr
. and,

in- a liL'hl Imi-ninir tln-oiiL'h ; pen \\indo\\, ju'eped

in. \\'hat WAS hi> indignation uhen he sa \\ a \oiilh

\\ilh that \ci-\ !.. In- i if his under his head for a

' He flew into a rage, and had the oulpril arrested

and hi' in-lit before him for punishment
'

I suppose thou helpe>l thy master, my chief tailor,

in hi> WOrk, -napped the Kin-.1

. \M'h thundei- m hi-

Voice and li-_'lit IIJIIL' in hi- llou dur-t tln-u

.>! u
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sleep with my royal robe beneath thy head ? I will

have thee beheaded."
"

Prince," replied the youth, meekly,
"
I put thy

robe under my head for want of a better place to keep
it,"

' What ?
"

cried the King angrily,
"
has thy master

no trunk or wooden case in his house ?
'

"
There are plenty of both in the house of my master,"

said the boy coolly.
" Then why didst thou not put it in one of them,

instead of under thy head ?
"
thundered out the King.

"Thou deservest death."
"
I have none to call my own in this wide, wide world,"

replied the youth with tears in his eyes,
" and death

has no longer any terrors for me.
'

Strike, but hear
'

is my only prayer."
"
Very well, say thy say," said the King, somewhat

mollified.
"
I put thy robe under my head, Prince," he thus

began,
"
because the head is the king of the body, and

there could be no better place for a King's robe, I

reflected, than under the head."

The King was pleased with his ingenious excuse and

sent him away with a handsome reward for his clever-

ness.

Troubles, it has been said, never come alone, and, in

the course of time, misfortunes crowded on the King.
It so happened that a neighbouring monarch, instead of

holding the usual Swayamvara (that is, a maiden's own

choice of a husband from amongst assembled Princes)

for his daughter, hit upon an ingenious device to

discover the cleverest amongst the suitors for her hand.

His plan was to send round to each Prince two puppets,
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apparently exactly similar in every respect. To the

1'iince \vho \\-as ahle to decide which of tin- pu|i|.

teas I In- In -It IT one In 1

promi-ed tin- li;m<l of his < laii'_'ht er.

and half his kingdom for dower.

K\erv other I'rince had tried and failed, when it came

to the turn of the l\iii'_r \\ho-e council chamlter WQ hi-

park. He too tried and failed, and the tailor hoy

the son of the late minister had come to he 'generally

known. hearitiLT of his failure, offered to solve tin- riddle

of the puppets, which were accordiii'_'l\ made over to

him.

The youth then took them with him into a lonely

room and examined them carefully, when like a Hash

an ide.t struck him. Ik look up one puppet and

dropped ;i needle into e;irh of it- e.n-. and lolllld tll.lt

the needle- went in at the ears and out at the month.

He applied the same test to the other puppet, bul \\ith a

different result. a.- the needle-, instead of '_">ili!.r ill at

the ear- and out at the mouth, remained inside.

In thi- way the riddle \\a- solved, and the tailor
1

hoy

returned the puppet-, to the Kini-. pointing "ill \\hich

was the Letter on<-. wit hout , ho\\ e\ ci . '.'iviiiL' hi- reason

for the choice. The KillU' at on re -ent l.acl, I he puppet -

to their 1 my a I owner 1

, saying \\ hii'h \\ as the lietter one and

deniandiiiL' the hand of his daughter in ace, ,n lance willi

the eompael. The father- of the I'rince-- ; ,t QDOe OSme

and demanded of him hi- n-.i-on- for choosing' the lietter

pu ppet .

Tin- Kiii'_r WBfl no\\ in a difficulty, and. .-endue.' lr

the tailor ho\, a-.ked him hi- MM .,n f. ,|- prefer 1 1 n- one

puppet to the other', hut the \olltll I'efll-.-d t.. Speak.

He \\.i- then throun into jail and threatened \\ilh all

"f pain- and penal) je fn| 111- i .li t III ac\ .
hilt he -till
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refused to yield up his secret. The King, to save his

face, asked for time in which to give his answer, under

the pretext of formulating his reasons fully, for all is

fair in love and war, they say ;
but in the meantime

the other Prince found out who had solved the riddle,

and the tailor boy was brought out of jail and qiiestioned

as to the reason of his choice of puppets.
"

Prince," said the youth,
"

I dropped needles

into the ears of each of the puppets. In the case of

one puppet the needles went in at the ears and out at

the mouth, but in the case of the other they remained

inside. The latter was, of course, the better puppet,
as it conveyed the moral of

'

silence is golden.
'

The logic was flawless, and both the Princes wondered

how a mere tailor boy could carry such a clever head

on his shoulders
; but, on the latter explaining matters

by telling them who he was the son of no less a being
than a Prime Minister and his identity having been

thoroughly established, he was at last rewarded in return

for all the troubles he had undergone with the hand of the

Princess and half a kingdom into the bargain. The two
lived long and happily, and ruled their people well and

wisely.



THE BRIDE OF THE SWORD.

ONTK upon a time a certain King had a harem of seven

Queens, each t In- daughter of a King as great as himself,

lint by none of them had he been blessed \vith an heir.

Id' pra\ed and sacrificed at many a shrine and many an

altar, and at la-t I In- -_'ods. thus propitiated, made him

tin- proud father of x-ven Princes. They were brought

up tenderly, and in time became the most accomplished
of Princes. A< they grew up into manhood, the Kinu

lie'_r;in t < > ei 1 1 ert a i 1 1 thoii'_f lits of their marriage, a ml dreamt

of grand-children playing at his knees, and so proclaimed,

far and near, that royal brides were heini; xniirht for

the I'rinee.-. Now it so happened thai another King.

\vho.-e State lay at -onie distance, had a family of seven

beautiful daughters, and he, hearing of the proclamation,
olTered ti> L'i\e inn- in marriage to each of the seven

Princes.

The oiler U.I- recei\ed With \\f|eo|||e relief, and there

Were <_rre;it I'e jojcj I !'_'- t tl KM Igliol 1 1 Itolh the kin-doins

at the appro.-iehillL' .-e\en -fold ueddillg.

The -i\ eliler 1'i'inees and \.n-|oii- ininM'T-. eai-h in

order of rank and position, accompanied l>\ the King
at their head. >tarted in gorgeoii-, procession for the

country of the brides, only (lie youngest reniainim:

behind, .it \\]^ own ri-ipie-t. to look alter the State in
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the absence of his father, and sending as proxy one of

his jewelled swords.

Now it happened that there were two roads by
which the country where dwelt the Princesses could

be reached
; one which took a long, tedious twelve-

months to traverse, and the other, which, though only
a matter of twelve weeks' journey, was beset with

peculiar perils. The King, however, did not dare to

risk the lives of his dearly-loved sons, and ordered the

procession to go by the safer though longer route.

As the party went on, they made it a practice, whenever

they halted, to cut details of the road on the tree-trunks,

so as to facilitate their future journeys to and fro.

At the end of a twelvemonth, the travellers at last

reached their destination, amidst demonstrations of

popular joy, and the seven Princes were duly married,

on one and the same day, to the seven charming Prin-

cesses the youngest by his proxy, the sword.

After the wedding feasts were over, and the Princes

and their party thoroughly refreshed, they started

back for their country with their brides, each pair

borne in a separate palanquin, one behind the other

in order of their ages ; and, as the number of their

retainers was swollen by members of the brides' party,

the King ventured to order the procession to take

the shorter route. This they did, and followed the

same practice as along the longer road, of cutting
on the bark of trees particulars of the road they had

passed through. In this way they went on and on

without any misadventure, until one evening they
came to a part of the road where a wicked magician
lived

; and, just as the party had turned a corner, they

espied him striding towards them. There was no time
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fi turn back and tiro, far less to cut a warning on a tree,

for the magician stood before them in a trice and

muttered an incantation, when lo and behold ! all

the members of the party turned to marble as they
.-t innl, palanquins, horses, and all !

After having wrought the transformation, the magician
went back to his castle, feeling as sure of his booty as

if it were under lock and key.

One, however, out of the numerous company had

-raped the magic spell. The last palanquin, which

contained the youngest Princess, wedded by proxy to

tin- sword, had luckily been hidden by the bend in the

road, and so escaped the sight of the magician. The

bearers, who had foolishly put down the palanquin
and run ahead to see what was stopping the procession,

had shared the fate of the others and been turned into

stone. The Princess, creeping out of her palanquin,
witnessed the tragedy, and was at her wits' end how to

save herself from the clutches of the magician.

As darkness thickened around her. wolves and jackals

began to set tip their hideous cries in the distance, and

the frightened Princess, seeing a light burning not far

from the road, took Up the wedded >\vonl and ran straight

towards it. She r.m and ran until she found her-,. 'If,

tr'-inblirig and Lr

a-pinur for breath, in front of a line

man-ion, the door of which was olofled.

She knocked hard at the door and kept saying:
'

\Vhoc\cr lives in this hoii-e, open the door to a dis-

tressed Princes-. | ,.,,|| || M .,. father if Hum art a male.

I call thee mother if thon art a female."

Suddenly tin- door Hew open, and whom should s|i.

but an ni^ly being who took her by the hand and led her

in-idc. -| i in mint: the door after him ! Her ^mde \>r\ 1
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to be none other than the wicked magician she had

indeed walked into a lion's den unawares.
" Know me, Princess, to be the magician-robber

of this road," said he.
" No living thing ever comes alive

to my castle, but thy life will I spare because thou hast

called me father."

The Princess, grateful for having her life spared,

thanked him for the asylum which he offered her, and

began to live at his castle

A long time had gone by since the wedding procession

had departed, and the youngest Prince, who had re-

mained behind, wisely, as the event showed, to look

after the kingdom while his father was abroad, became

very anxious. At last, despairing of their return,

he placed the kingdom in charge of one of his trusted

ministers and left home alone in disguise, in search

of his long-absent father and brothers. In his eager-

ness to see them, he started by the shorter route and

journeyed on until he came to the most perilous part

of the road. Arrived there, he looked around and was

surprised to see, close to him, the whole wedding party,

including his father and six brothers, as if they were

halting there. He ran up to where his father stood

and embraced him, but, horror of horrors ! he felt as if

he had embraced a statue, as indeed he had done. He
felt sure that some potent magician had been at work,

and how the spell could be broken now engrossed his

mind.

Worn out by the journey, and overcome by hunger
and thirst, he began to search for wild fruit and water,

and, seeing a mansion hard 03^, ran towards it. Arrived

at the door, he knocked at it, and kept saying as he

knocked :

" Whoever lives in this house, open the door
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tn .1 di.-tre--ed Pnii'-c. I call thee In-other if thmi art

a inali-. I rail thee .-i>ler if thoii art a female."

Thi- t<nii nt addre-.- would appear to have Keen a

necessary precaution in <la\- of yoro, when tin-

only tii- hi-lil sacn-il wa> tin- tit- of kinship. No mie

would think of slaying one elaimin<: kinship with

him. Ic-t the lilooil of thi- -lain -hould lie on the head of

tin- -layer.

No -ooner had In- uttered the words than the door

Hew o|M-n, and a charming Princess let him in with a

L'raceful l>o\v. and closed the door after her.

The Prince-s was surprised to ln-hold sudi a hand-

MUiie youth, and no less surprised was tin- Prince to

tind a lieanlit'iil and lonely maiden slint up in the castle.

The\ soon told each other of all their woes and who

th<-\ \\.M-C. ,-ind ho\\ LM'eat was their astonishment when

the l'nnce>- In-held in the Prince her own hnshand.

married to her },\ p[-o\\-. and the Prince In-held in the

Princess hi- own liride. uedded to his sword ! But ala-
'

tln-y \\ere hencefort li to lie to cadi other no more than

li|-ot her and BlBter. In what an ill-starred moment did

the Prince -ay as he knocked at the door: '\Vhoe\er

li\es in tin- house, open the door to a di-tressed Prince.

I call thee lirother if thoii art a male. I call thee \/.s-/r/-

if thmi art. a female
'

'

\ ileed," ..iid the philosopher, , ,f ancient India.

i mint die." \ t In MI aOWOSt, BO -halt thmi reap.

The Prince and Prince-, howed to their fate and

promi-ed to In- In-other and -i-te|- to e.n-h other.

Needle-- to -;i\. a- t(|e\ \\ e| e ill the ca-tle of the

wicked ma-jieian. t here \\-as lillt little lime to mdlllire ill

ret-, indeed, whil-t they were -pea ki IIL'. I he maL'ieia n

traa .dreads at the door. knockiliL' tor ad mi--n >n.
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Now it happened that the Princess had learnt just a

little magic under the magician's roof, and, as soon as

she heard him knocking at the door, she immediately
turned the Prince into a fly, and ran down and opened
the door. Every day, when the magician went out,

she would restore the Prince to his own form, and

she would turn him into a fly again when the magician
returned. Thus their days passed away, not, however,

without a great yearning for their own home. Filled

with thoughts of escape, the Prince asked the Princess

to coax and cajole the magician into telling her the

secret of how to restore to flesh and blood their kinsfolk

who had been turned to marble by his spell. The

Princess did as she was bid.

." father," she began, when one evening she sat

chatting with the magician,
"
thou hast not taught

thy daughter all the magic thou knowest. Couldst

thou restore to life the marble statues outside the

castle ?
"

"
Oh, yes, of course, and that by a very simple pro-

cess." replied the magician, thoughtlessly.
'

There is a

well of ambrosia in this castle, and all one need do is

to sprinkle a few drops of it over the marble figures, and

in an instant these will come to life and move again."

The Princess treasured up the secret in her heart,

and, when the magician was away, imparted it to the

Prince. They were delighted at the success of their

diplomacy, but, so long as the magician lived, they dared

not make use of their knowledge to undo the magic.

So their next plan was to worm out of the magician the

secret of what thing it was on which his life depended.
And so again, one evening, the Princess set her little

trap for the unwary magician. As they sat chatting,
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the l'rince let |';i| I tine or 1\\<> tear-- on his fret. lie

started M|I.
'

\Vhal i- tin- matter \vith tliee. my la lighter (

a^ked the magician.
' What aileth theo?'

The Princ.-^. not slow to take the tide at the Mood,

1" _'an to lay her snares thus :

'

() father," said ahe,

what toriiH-nts me is the fear of what \vould happen
to me if I should lose thee ?

'

"
Oh. is that what aileth thee. my daughter (

"
said

the. magician. no\\- altogether thrown olT hi.s iniard l>y

her tears.
"

Let thv mind tie set at rest, once and for
r

all. A magician wears a eharmed life, and cannot die

until the charm IK- undone."
'

In what thiii'_r . may 1 know, O fat her, does the charm

of thy life lie, if thoii do-t not care to hide it from thy
beloved daughter '.

"
i|iieried the daughter, coaxin.<:ly.

'Far away on an island," said the magician.
''
there

i> a tree. On the tree there hand's a ca^e. Ill the cage
there i> a hii'd. lii the hird then- j< an eLn-C, -'Hid in the

egg lies the charm of my life. If the eiri: lie broken in

t \\-ain. my life will de]>arl. The task is lieyoiid all

mortal power, -o 1 1, , i ,. ,t 1 1vt . m \ dea r da nirht er."

The Princess now dried her eyes and turned the

conversation to happier theme

After t lie maL'ician had L'one out BS u-ual. t he I'rii

told the I'rince ho\\- --he had aLram l>ei-n -iicc.---t'ul . and

in what tiling lay the magician's life.

The I'rince no\\ took |ea\e of tin 1 l'|-inee>-. it

." -ai.l hi- ae he ki>sed her -j"od li\e,
'

I am
for that far-awa^ i-lan<l in -can-h of the life

ln'rd of the maL'ician. If I .-ueeeed in my ad\enture I

shall come Lack to thee. Imt should I fail, then this p

lie m\ la^t adieu."
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At midnight, when the magician was snoring, the

Princess restored the Prince to his form and let him out

of the castle, sorrowfully.

He journeyed on and on until, just before dawn, he

lay down beneath a way-side tree for a snatch of sleep,

with his head upon his shield and his sword in his hand.

Before he had been asleep many moments, he heard

a hissing sound, and at once sprang to his feet with the

sword in his hand, to behold a huge snake crawling up
the tree. He instantly cut it in pieces with his sword,

and, gathering these up under the shield, lay down
to sleep again as if nothing had happened. Now it

so chanced that a pair of enormous eagles had reared

their young ones in a nest on that very tree, and had

been missing some one or other of their numerous

brood for some time. The parent birds, which had

left the nest just before, to search for food for their

young ones, returned soon after, only to find the young
birds almost dead with fright. They saw the Prince

lying full length upon the ground just beneath the tree,

and at once jumped to the conclusion that he must have

done something to frighten the young ones. They
would have at once attacked him with their beaks

and claws, had not the young ones themselves assured

them that, so far from attempting to do them any

harm, he had actually saved them from a monstrous

serpent, and that, if they would only lift the shield and

peep under it, they would find who was their real

enemy. The parent birds flew down quickly and

lifted up the shield with their beaks, when they were

horrified to see a huge snake chopped into a thousand

pieces under it. They at once knew who had been

molesting their young ones so long, and, in gratitude
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for what the I'rince had done, tin- birds stood, one on

each side. shadi'iiLT him with their win^s. and kept i_
r uard

over him.

When the 1'rince awoke, he was surprised to .see tin-

birds watching OVOT him. They told him how L'rateful

they felt to him for ha\iii'j destroyed their common

enemy, and asked him ho\v they could best -how their

LM.it it nde.

"( Hi. do not talk of j^rat itude," said the I'rinee. "you
are but birds, and birds can lie of littles use to me in my
adventure. llouevr.

'

he thought to himself, 'just

a- a thief is >et to catch a thief, so may a bird be set to

catch a bird." Me told them whither he was bound,

and with what object, and the birds, asking him to wait

\\ln-re he was until they returned, lieu away with IL'ht-

nm<_' speed to the island, and, seizing the cage with the

bird in it . flew back to t he Prince.

The magician happened to be away at the time, but.

having had a presentiment of his COHling doom, hastened

with all speed to save his life bird. As soon as the

I'rince -aw him coming towards him at full speed, he

urcnehed olV One of the bird's le^.s. and the ma^ieian

thereupon in-taut l\ lo-t one |ei_r . Still he ke|it hobbliiiL'

.ilonu upon the other until (lie I'rinee broke the bird's

remaining leg, and the magician nou be^an to ei-awl

upon hi- hands. I'.efore he could come near enough

to geize the bird. ho\\c\cr, the I'rinee had killed it and

broken open the e^'LT, u hen to ! llie magician rolled over

upon the Around, dead, shiiekniLr \\ith his last breath :

'This is thy \\ork. ( my daughter. I IIL.M at it udi .

(I

\\ ' unaii. is t hy name '

The bird-, uou carried the I'lime to the l'rince>-, and

\\lien lie told her ho\\ he had Ulollvht the death of (he
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magician, she received the news with mingled feelings

of joy and sorrow joy at the prospect of soon seeing

her beloved sisters alive again, and sorrow because she

had been the indirect cause of the death of one she had

lived with so long. The Prince and Princess then went

to the well of ambrosia, and, carrying a bowl filled with

it to the marble statues, sprinkled it over them, and

lo ! the whole party at once began to move as if they
had just been awakened from their sleep ! The youngest
Prince now embraced his father and his brothers in

turn, and told them how he had found them turned

to marble, and how by the help of birds he had suc-

ceeded in killing the magician, and finally with ambrosia

restored them to life.

The party now resumed their journey amidst great

rejoicing. They at last reached home and were received

with joy, as one might expect after such a long absence.

Only the youngest Princess was unhappy, because

she was now no more than a sister to her husband. Her

real husband henceforth was the sword
;
for had she not

been married to it with the recitation of sacred verses ?

She now began to lavish all her affections upon it. She

would talk to it and fondle it, and could not suffer it

to be out of her sight even for a moment. It was her

constant companion, sleeping or waking, in weal or

woe.

The youngest Prince naturally resented the favour

shown to his sword instead of to him, and, in a fit of

jealousy, sought to snatch it away from her
;
but at this

she clasped it all the more firmly, and her heart, already

well-nigh broken, was pierced through and through.

With the sword upon her bosom, she lay dead !
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ON< i; upon a time a foolisli young Prince made a -illy

vu\v, which was to cost him dear.
' Whoever shall

ued me." he u>ed (o say to himself and his companions,

chuckling over the idea, "must submit to lie heat-en

fi\e time> \vith a -hue. the first thin^ every umniin^.

\\'hat fun I shall have 1

I delight In BOO I'.eaiity in

tears."

(If DOUrSe, afl mi<_r ht have been expeetnd, III) sen-ihle

L'irl cared to many him. albeit he was a I'rinec. on such a

humilialinn condition; for a LriH \\onld sooner choose

love in a COttage Ihan love in a palace with the dreadful

|>ro-|irel of a dail\ shoe beat int:. Ho\\e\'er. then- are

girls aTui girls, and ii BO happened thai a young Time.

attracted \>\ the noveltx of the \o\\, cho-r him for her

husband, not \s it list andiiiLr the |ir<ite>t> of her parent-

and the coiin-eU () f her friend-

The \rr\ fir-t morniicj after the \\ eddin^. 1 he I'rince

\\oke hi^ -leepiiii_
r bride

ii|i
and asked her lo prepare

h''i-.'|f fur her hone\ moon," EM he ironicallx lerme.l

the chastisement he had in stoic for her. The I'riin

-at Up 011 the cdL'e of ||i-r lied and bdjall lo rub her c\i
'

(^\\. m\ dea i IM i -band." -he pleaded wit li be\\ itch nc/

1oiii_'iie ancl i

'

pul it olT for a feu davs. \\'hat a

-hailie to \\elcoiue me uilh a -hoe beatin- e|e m\ fee(
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are well across thy threshold ! Canst thou not reserve

this, thy loving reception of thy bride, for some other

day ? I assure thee, thou mayst then exact all thine

arrears of beating with compound interest. I do not

like to have my beating in driblets."

After a few days of married life, which nothing
seemed to mar, the Princess returned to her parents,
in order to give her husband an opportunity to repent
of his vow during her absence. The Prince had fallen

head over ears in love with the Princess, and so, before

she had been long with her parents, he sent for her.

When she returned to him, he again asked her if she was

ready to receive the postponed punishment in fulfilment

of his vow.

"Oh, my dear husband," said she, "how darest thou

threaten me with a beating, as if I were thy slave ?

During infancy a woman is maintained by her father,

during marriage by her luisband, and during widowhood

by her sons. A varta l or husband is, therefore,
'

one

who supports his wife,' but, although thou callest thyself

my husband, thou art but my husband in name, for

it is not thou that maintainest me, but thy father, the

King. Go abroad and earn for thyself the wherewithal

to maintain thy wife, and then carry out thy vow if

thou carest to. A husband unable to support his wife

has no right to exercise his power over her."

Stung to the quick by these taunts, the Prince had a

ship fitted out with merchandise by his father, and

sailed away in the hope of returning home with enough

money of his own to entitle him to the name of husband,
and so confer the right to exercise his power over

1 The Sanskrit word for husband vartO. is derived from the

root vri,
" to support."
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hi- wife. As a precaution. IK; took care to carry with

him a carrier-pigeon, so aa to IK- ahle to -end a message

home to hi- father in case of need.

After sonic day- at sea. the ship entered a harhoiir

which was infested l>y swindlers. One of these, \\ho was

possessed of hut one le;_
r

. jumped on hoard and thus

addre--ed the I'rinee:
'

I took. O I'rince. ;i thousand

L'old coins from thy Lfrandfat her on a mort Lr.'i'jv of

one of my legs a lon^, lon^ time aj,, |', (
-

p|ea-ed,

there} >re. to take his money and return me my
leg."

The 1'iiiM-e. taken attack liy such a claim, cried out :

"
I ne\-er saw any l('Lr witli my 'grandfather. Surely

tliou must lie mistaken '

'Do not tiy to deceive me. O Prince," replied the

suindler.
' Thou HUM return my le'_

r
. or el-e I will not

leave thy shi|."

The 1'iincc. nut knouin<_r h'>*\ to ^-\ rid of hi-, troiilile

some \i-itor, and at the same time deeming it the pioii-,

dnt\ of a 'jramUon to discharge the olili'^at ions of hi-

anci--to|-, paid him double the value of his le'_r . and hade

him hc<_rone.

The .-hip then wei-jhed anchor and -! sail for anolhcr

port , \\hei-e. |,.o, no 9OOQer had the ship ani\ed than

another -uindler. a man with one eye. |-an on hoard.

and, seeking out the I'lince. tlni- -aid to him: 'O

I'rince
'

thy grandfather hold- 01 f m\ eyes \<\ \\a\-

of inortLM'-'e for a thousand '_
r"ld coin- I '.e p|e a-ed to

t.i ke his money and ret urn m\ >

'

I know of no -ui'h tran-action." replied the I'rince.

ama/.ed. "Surelv. if an\ eye had Keea morlL'au'ed

\\ith m\ L'randfather. I \\ouhl ha\e seen it Thou ut

mistaken."

O.P. I
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"
Surely, Prince," retorted the one-eyed swindler,

"
thou art trying to evade thy obligations to thy ancestor.

Return my eye, or I will not budge an inch from where

I am."

The Prince rid himself of him, too, by paying double

the value of his eye.

Again the ship set sail and made for a third port,

which, it was hoped, would be free from pests of this

land, and might give the Prince a chance to turn his

goods into money ;
but the Fates ordained otherwise.

A far more cunning impostor than the two whom the

Prince had already encountered soon had him in her

grip ;
for this time it was a woman.

Hardly had the ship entered the harbour when she

came on board, and, claiming the Prince as her nephew,

flung herself upon him, saying : "0 my dear nephew,
thou art welcome ! Come and spend a day with me
before thou goest away. Thou needest a little rest.

Thy father and grandfather, whenever they happened
to come to this port, always stopped with me for a day
or two's rest."

The Prince, not suspecting anything wrong, accom-

panied her to her house, where he was sumptuously
entertained by his pretended aunt.

At midnight, however, while the Prince was fast

asleep, the old woman walked on tip-toe into his room,

slipped a tiny little silver key into one of the pockets

of his coat which hung on the wall, and then slunk back

to her bed.

Next morning the Prince bade good-bye to his
" aunt

" and returned to his ship, but she soon followed

him, crying
"
Thief ! thief !

"

The Prince, annoyed at the woman crying
"
Thief,
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thief!
"
when no thief was in siuht. asked her why she

W&B making snrli an uproar for nothing.

"Thou art the thief, and ha-t abu-ed my ho>pit ality."

cried out the old crone.
"

liy stealing my silver key."

'Thou must lie mad, my dear aunt," said the Prince.
'

It thou tindest thy key anywhere on this ship, the

ship itself with all its cnr^o shall lie thine. Imt. it' thou

failest to find it. wilt thou he willing thai all thy <_
roods

shall lie mine '.

'

Agreed," said the woman with a twinkle of mischief

in her eyes. She MOW pretended to make a |on<4 and

detailed -eared, throwing everything topsy-turvy, and.

just when the Prince was congratulating himself on

having the hesl of the bargain, she demanded )hat his

|iei-son should lie searched. Sure enough, the tiny

silver kev \\.-is found lyiiiLf snii'_r ly in a pocket of his

coat !

The Prince stood ama/.ed. unable to deny the charge,

and in the end had to hand OV6I his -hip and its ear<_ro

to the \\ an. in accordance with the pact.

The Prince haviii'_r now lost all, wandered into the

eitv and was in BOTO Btraitfl OS to \\lia! to do. At last,

tormented by hunger, lie \\-as compelled to become I he

slave of an oil-monger for tin- sake of food, raiment,

and shelter-. Me \\orkcd at the oil mill from morniriL'

till niirht. eru-hinij- out oil from seeils. Me put down

all hi> trouble- to his not having.' car-ried OUl his matri-

monial vow, and so, .-mart hiLr under the pain and

indiLMiit \ of it all. wrote two note-, one to his wife, in

which he -aid he wa> returnini: home laden with L'old

and sil\e|-, and \\arniri!.' her to be iead\ to |-ecei\e her

IOIIL- deia\ ed beating, and the other to his father, inform

iriLr him of hi-, di-t re--, and a-kiiiLr l"r -pi ed \ assistance.
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These notes he tied, one to each leg of the pigeon he
had brought with him, and sent it off. Away it flew

with the message, and on its arrival home dropped
exhausted in the very quarters of the Princess. She

speedily caught the bird, took the notes off, and read
them both, one by the light of the other. She at once

guessed that her letter was a mere make-believe, while

the letter to her father-in-law told the truth, and that

her husband was indeed but a slave to an oil-merchant.

Determined to say nothing, she kept the contents
of the notes to herself and went back to her parents.
She then informed her father of the miserable plight
of her husband, and, dressing herself up as a Prince,
loaded a fast-sailing ship with merchandise and set sail

in search of him.

At the first port she reached, the same one-legged

impostor who had fleeced her husband boarded the

ship and, addressing her, thus began : "0 Prince, my
leg is in mortgage with thy grandfather for a thousand

gold pieces. Be pleased to take back his money and
return my leg."

The Princess was, of course, too clever to be taken
in and fleeced by such a rogue. She took the money
coolly, and, determined to pay him back in his own
coin, answered him thus :

"
Oh, yes, I think I have

seen a lot of legs mortgaged by different people with

my grandfather. I really do not know to whom each
of them belongs, but I will find thine out. However, to

make sure that I do not give thee the wrong one, I must
have thine other leg cut off and weighed in the scales

against the others, one by one. If the weight of this

leg of thine exactly balances any other leg, that, surely,
must be thine

;

' and without more ado she ordered
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one nt IHT armed men ID seize the ra>cal and nil off

his leg. The rogue, however, did not wait for him to

approach, hut hobbled away as fast as he could on his

line lr'_r .

After this adventure, the I'rinress ordered the ship

to ueigh anchor and make for the next poll, and here,

too, as soon as the ship came in. the one-eyed swindler

leaped on board, and, spreading out a thousand gold

coins before the Princess, cried out: o Prince, 1

once borrowed a thousand gold coins of thy grandfather,

and as security mortgaged one of my eyes to him. Take

back his money ami return my eye."

The I'rinc. 38 took the. money and thus replied to the

rogue:
"

Oil. yes. I ha\c seen a lot of mortL'aved eyes

with my grandfather, hut 1 do not know which is thine.

Well. I mu>t have thine other eye too, for it is :mly

by weighing it in the scales against the other eyes,

one b\ one. that I may know the one mortgaged by

the.'. If two i -yes wei'jh the -a me. both I11U-I be thine :

;md. saying that, she i.rdered one of her retainer- lo

pluck out hi- other eye.

The rogue, lindin<_r him>elt caught in hi> own trap,

diil not will to be ,ei/.ed. but jumped overboard and

swam ashore.

The ship \\a.- BOOn under weigh again, and making

for the port where li\ed the wieked unman who had

rubbed the I'riiire , ,f all lie had by her knaver\. No

BOOnei did the ship put into harbour than this -aim- old

i torn- rame on hoard and thu> int i-odin-ed In-r-M-lf to t he

di-ur ui-ed I'rinee-
'

I am th\ aunt .
( m\ dear nephew.

Thou art welcome to \\\\< port. I o QOme and n--t \\itli

thv .'111111 for a day. 'l'h\ falh-'r and L-I andfat her.

whene\er the\ came here, never refused my in\ it at ion."
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The Princess well knew that she was no kinswoman
of hers, yet, wishing to see what would come of it, she

decided to accept the invitation and go with the woman
to her house. She was as grandly entertained as her

husband had been before, but, for all that, the Princess

never once allowed herself to be put off her guard. So

when, after the feast, the Princess went to bed, she

kept awake, awaiting further developments ;
and lo !

at midnight her self-styled aunt, thinking the Princess

asleep, stole into her room, slipped a tiny silver key
into a pocket of her coat, which hung in its place
on the wall, and then disappeared as suddenly as an

apparition .

After she was gone the Princess got up, went to her

coat, took the key out of its pocket, and, dropping it

into a water-jug which stood on a table near her bed,

went back to sleep.

When the morning dawned, the Princess took leave

of the woman and went back to her ship. Soon after

her departure, however, the old beldame came running
on board her ship, crying :

"
Thief, thief !

"
at the top

of her voice.
"
Thief ? Thief ? Where ? Where ?

"
cried the

Princess, as she looked around her, startled.
' O my nephew ! my nephew !

"
said the woman,

'

thou art the thief. Thou hast abused the hospitality

of thy aunt by carrying away her silver key."
' Thou must be a mad woman to charge thy nephew

with the theft of thy key," replied the Princess mock-

ingly-
'

Well," retorted the woman,
"

if the key is found

on thee, art thou willing to forfeit thy ship and all its

cargo to me ?
'
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Air reed." replied the Princess,
"
provided that thou

ait prepared tn lo-e all th wnest to me, should it

not IK- found on inc."

Thus was the matter arranged, and a loim search

followed, l>iit the key \\as not to he found. The Princess

thereupon had the \voman sei/ed and horhou-e -e.irched,

when, sure enough, the tiny little silver key was found

Iying at the bottom of her water jn^r
'

Tlie woman had now the worst of the bargain, and

the Princess recovered, without difficulty, her husband's

.-hip with all its rieh cargo, besides man\ valuables

belonging to the woman herself, which were presumably
the proceed.- of a long series of crimes and fraud-.

Emboldened by this success, she now went into the

cit\ to look for her husband, and soon came upon him

working in the mill of his master, the oil-merchant .

She sought the. latter out and ransomed her husband,

but took can; to have a written agreement t ran-ferrini:

him to herself.

Armed with this document, she set her husband free

He on his part, not knowing who his benefactor wa-.

so cleverly had (lie Princess disguised herself. \\as

profu-e in hi- '_
r i'at it ude. Not doin-j; things b\ \\-.\\\ >

t he Prince-- restored to him his ship and eariro. and boi h

.-et out for home in their re-pceii\e -hip-.

\\'hen thc\ uere neariiiLr t heir count ry, the Priin'e--

took lea\e of the Prince with mutual protestation of

friendship, and. pre--ed by the latter to accept something
ae a souvenir, asked for the iinLr he \va.s weariiiL'. which

\\ a- at once Lfiven.

The Prince, on the other hand, .-old her all his oargO
and, with the money thu- "lilaincd. hoped to make it

appear that In- had prospered e\i-eedin-jl\ on In- tra\cl-.
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as his letter to the Princess had stated. And so the two

parted.

The Princess returned to her parents some time

before the Prince, for hers was the faster of the two

ships, and, after throwing off her disguise and putting
on a Princess's robe, went to her father-in-law's house

to await her husband's coming. Of course, her father-

in-law knew nothing of her adventures, nor had he any

inkling of the distress his son, the Prince, had brought

upon himself by his folly.

The Prince soon returned home, and, meeting his

wife, smiling a sort of tell-tale smile, at the threshold,

stiffened himself up and ordered her to be ready for

the shoe-beating he had put off so long at her request ;

at the same time giving her to understand that he Avould

have no more of her excuses now that he had brought
home enough money to keep half-a-dozen wives in

luxury and idleness.
' What ?

'

exclaimed the Princess with pretended

indignation.
" Can a slave exercise any powers over

his mistress ? Thou art my slave." So saying, she

held out before his bewildered eyes the deed by which

the oil-merchant had transferred him to herself.

He still hesitated to believe her, even in the face of

the writing, about which there could be no mistake
;

but when she told him, in detail, how the carrier-pigeon

had arrived with his message of distress, and dropped
exhausted almost in her lap ;

how she had sailed,

disguised as a Prince, in a ship fitted out for her by
her father, and braved winds and waves in search of

him
;
how she had outwitted the one-legged and one-

eyed swindlers, and even the wicked crone herself ;

and, finally, how she had come upon him working as
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a slave ami ransomed him ;
ami. further, produced tin-

verv riii'4 In 1 had uiven li<-r as a part in-_r L'it't : then, and

(hen only, did all his liii<_'rriii.u
r d"iil>1 s \aiiishintotliiti

air.

Kn.ni that time for\vard tlic I'rincc and I'rin

lived together happily, and no word of a shoe-beating

\vas ever mentioned.



THE PEARL GOOSE.

ONCE upon a time there lived in great poverty a man
who had seen better days, with his wife, an exacting
and heartless woman. He used to earn a miserable

living by collecting fuel in the woods and selling it in

the market.

One day, the man was not able to collect enough
fire-wood for both consumption and sale, and so this

virago of a wife gave him nothing to eat. So back he

went, hungry, to the wood to collect more fuel, and,

sitting down under a tree, began to sob and cry. Over-

head on a branch there dwelt a gander and a goose,

and these, seeing him weep, enqiiired the reason of his

tears.
" You are but birds," sobbed out the poor man.

' How could you possibly be of any help to me, even

if I told you ?
"

" We are birds, to be sure," replied the goose, moved

to pity,
" but all the same I think I could help to

relieve thy distress if thou wouldst tell me all about

it."

He then took the bird into his confidence and told

her how poverty was crushing the very life out of him,

not forgetting to add a word about the treatment meted

out to him by his wife at home.
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" Women, like moths, are caiiL'ht h\ gold," said ill''

gOOSe, 8-8 -In' t hn-w <lu\\ n ;i couple (if pearls ti>\v;inls him.

'Take thi-M- home 1o thy \\ifc and come to me daily

for a pair of pearls so long as Ihou livest. I lay two

pearls every day."
The poor man jumped for joy, and. thanking the goose,

took the pearls home to his wife. Needless to say, she

was o\erjoyed at this turn of luck, and took good can-

to wake up her husband every morning and send

him to the goose for his allowance of t \vo pearls a

da\ .

Tln-v had now become prosperous, and in their pros-

perity they cea-ed to be <_
r rateful to their benefactor,

and even .->u'_r ht t> do her harm.
"
My deal hu>band." said the \\ icked \\omaii cue day,

as the man was _'(>! ng to the wood, "the pearl gOOSC

ha> been so kind to us I hat I should like thee to brim:

her to our IIOU.M- to-day. I want to ^i\e her a treat

a- a small return of her kindii*

Unsuspicious of her design, he went to t he pearl './""-'

and asked her to return home with him. The goose

ai'.'eptcd his invitation and accompanied him to his

hou-e but In ! QO sooner had she arrived there than the

wicked \\iunan. with an evil >mile on her face, rushed

forward and catching hold of one of the hinl'> wing-,

said 'Art llioii the pearl gOOSO 1 I la -I thU been

making m\ hu-liaiid come to (her and beg for pearls all

this I i me ? I will see to it that thoii shall t rouble him no

more, for I will cut thee open and <_'et all the pearls out

of thce at once, and thus save m\ hu-band the trouble

i'f a daily vi-it to thee. I ha\e ne\er ta-ted a pe.irl

but I am -ure thy lle^h must ta-te sweet. \\ e

\\ ill make a feast of thee.'
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The pearl goose found herself caught in a pretty trap ;

the invitation was of course a feint.

The woman now began to drag the goose in through
the door, but the bird spread out her wings against
the door and so made her efforts useless. She called

out to her husband to come and help her, so that between

them they might force the bird through the door.

Afraid of his wife, he caught hold of one wing while

his wife held the other, and there thus began a long

tug-of-war between the bird on one side and the wicked

pair on the other, and a large crowd gathered to watch

the contest.

The King of the land, who was going out to hunt,

happened to pass by, and, seeing this cruel scene,

rescued the bird from the hands of her oppressors. The

pearl goose then complained to the King about the

ingratitude of the couple, and, when he had heard every-

thing, he ordered all the pearls which were found in

the house to be surrendered to him by way of punish-
ment

;
and so these ungrateful wretches lapsed back

into their former poverty.

The King, for his part, congratulated himself upon

having found this precious bird. He carried her home
and took great care of her. After the day's cares and

worries of State, he would pass his time pleasantly in

talking with the pearl goose, for the goose was endowed

with the gift of human speech and was a store-house

of information in herself, having travelled far and

wide.

The King, who was very fond of hunting, happened
one day to be out with his hounds. The Queen, not

liking the bird to be lonely, had her brought to her and

began to amuse her.
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'

My dear pearl gOOSO," -.tld Hit' Queen. a< li 1 re.s-i ML,'

tin- bird.
'

thou must ha\e Mown all over the \\<>rl<l.

Hast thou ever seen a handsomer woman tlian thy

mistress '.

The pearl goose made no answer. She re|ie.iieil the

i|iie.st ion. and yet there was no answer. The Queen
then ventured to put the (piestion for the third lime,

when the bird at last broke her silem-e.

'There is a saying. <> Queen. 'Speak the Irutli. but

beware of uttering that \\hich is unpleasant;' for one

who tells an unpalatable truth Chares in the odium

which attaches to it."

"I do not want thee to llattei- me \\ith p|e.i<in<j;

fal-eh'H.d-." replie.l the Queen. Tell me if tlioll ha-t

ever seen a handsomer \\oman ihan 1 am."
"

I had no mind to say anything likel\ lo ollend thee."

said the pear I gOOSe n-1 iirt a nt ly,
"
but . >inee t lion insist c~t

on it, there i> no help foi- it hut to tell thoo the truth.

Thou lioa-te>i thyself to be a beauty without a peer

in heaven or earth," continued the uoose. 'but thy

face would appear ii'_'ly compared to a toe of the

daughter of the Kin-' of the Sinirhal Island. She i- the

r.-.irl of the Kast!
'

'

\\"ll it
'" exelaillieil the (Jlleeli ill aiejel". 'ThoU

e-iMlparest lll\ face to a toe ' Thou ha^t llci e\e t'.if

beaut \." \\ith that, she called a .servant and

bade him take the bird awav and plllek her e\es

out .

The servant obeyed hi- mi tre but, before he could

lea\'e the palace uith the bird, lie W8 caught at t he

L'ate b\ the p..rier ami detained a- a lliief. lie assured

him, houc\er, he \\a~ no thief, but \\a- simp|\ carr\

out I hi- , i|'.|e|-s of t he (,)l|een.
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'

Depend upon it," said the porter, when he was told

the nature of the order.
"

this is no ordinary bird. The

Bang is extremely fond of her, and so, if he misses her

on his return, he may have thee hanged, drawn, and

quartered."

At this the servant went away, frightened, with the

precious bird, and instead of killing it he had the eyes

of another goose gouged out, and these he brought to

the Queen as proofs of his having carried out her

order.

Some time after this, the King returned from hunting
and went straight to his favourite bird, the pearl goose.

Missing her from her accustomed place, he sent for

all his servants and enquired what had become of the

bird, but they were too frightened to tell him. The

porter, however, told him how the Queen, in a fit of anger,

had ordered the eyes of the pearl goose to be gouged out,

and how he had warned the man to whom the cruel

task was entrusted not to carry out her order. In the

meantime this man, hearing of the return of the King,

brought back the pearl goose and was rewarded for his

pains.

The King next went into the chamber of the Queen
and took her to task for having ordered the eyes of his

favourite bird to be put out.
"

King," said the Queen,,with tears in her eyes and

darkening brows,
"

I have been grossly insulted by thy

over-spoilt bird, the pearl goose. She dared to compare

my face to a toe of the Pearl of the East, as she chose

to call the daughter of the King of the Singhal Island.

Could flesh and blood stand it ? She had no eye for

beauty, and that is why I ordered her stupid eyes to be

scooped out of their sockets."
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"
<) (,>ueen. I lind that lliy order has not Keen carried

out fur fi-ar of my anger. The pearl goo.-e is unharmed.

However, it -he has told thee a lie, I \vill not only

have her eyes plucked out lull \\lll liavr lier put to a

torturing death. I must see the I'earl of the Ka-t

\vil h my own e\ .

The Qaeen had not thought of this
;

it was, she feared,

going to he a case of falling from the fr\ iirj- pan into

tin- lire for her.

The KiiiLT immediately went hack to the pearl gOO86
and asked her to show him the Pearl of tlie Ka-t . The

pearl goose \varned him against po--ih|e dangers on the

way, but the IviiiLT turned a deaf ear to all her uarnin

llehietaiitly the liinl took him up on her wings and Hew

aua\ in the direction of the i.sland \\here the I'earl of

the Ka-t duel). At midniirht. \\hen the Princess was

-Icepinu. the peai'l -JOOM> put the King down at her lied

room window and waited oiit.-ide. As the pearl u(se

had said, -he ua> indeed a paragon of lieaut\ and fully

ju.-titieil her name. f,,r \erily u,i- -lie the Pc.irl of the

Ivi-t. The peall Lroose had spoken the truth, the whole

truth, and nothing Imt the truth, alioiit her heauty. and

the Kim_r -t rai'jhl \\ay fell in love with her. IJiit. fearing

le-t too alirilpl a i-o||fe--io|| of |o\e lui_'ht defeat its

olijcct, he contented him-elf with exchanging ring- with

her. uhlle -he U a - a-|eep. hefoic rrt iinii llg to In,

palace.

The follouing Iliirllt. at his IC(|lle-t. the peall

i in I oo k the |\niLr to the Sin^hal Island, and . lea \ I

him at the -ame uindow, \\ailed oiit-ide.

As on the pi-e^iou- niL'ht. the KIIIL: a-ain found the

Pi'im e~- a-lcep. and, exchanging In- varland with her-,

ret iiined to hi-
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Next morning, when the Princess awoke, she was

surprised to see a strange garland round her neck in

place of her own, and she now for the first time noticed

that her ring had been exchanged for another. She told

her mother what had happened, and she in her turn

told the King, who at once ordered special guards to

be set all round the palace, and, as a special precaution

against the escape of the unknown visitor, caused all

the approaches to his daughter's room to be greased,

so as to render more difficult any intruder's escape.

Next night the King, in blissful ignorance of these

precautions, again arrived at the island, and, as he

stepped on to the window, down he slipped and fell

right upon the heads of the guards below. He was at

once captured and straightway taken before the King
of the island, who ordered him to be instantly executed.

The royal victim was then taken to the usual place

of execution, which happened to be beneath an ancient

tree, and on this tree the pearl goose, which had followed

him on the wing overhead, had perched itself. The

King asked for a few minutes in which to make his

peace with his Maker before meeting his doom, and the

guards granted him this not unnatural request. The

King pretended to be absorbed in his prayers, whilst

his captors sat chatting and smoking beneath the tree.

Suddenly, at a sign from the pearl goose, he rose

and clambered up the tree in the twinkling of an eye.

Before the stupefied guards could attempt to catch him,

the bird had lifted him on to her wings and flown away.

Nothing daunted, the King went again on the follow-

ing night to the Singhal Island, but, profiting by the

bitter experience of the night before, he had taken

the precaution of rubbing some sticky substance on the
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BOlee of hi.- feet. So, when the pearl goose dropped him

as n>iial at the uindow of the I'rinee.-s's Kedroom. he

djil not, of COUTSe, slide down, lint descended safely

into the loom and walked -trai^ht to the lied -ide of

tlie Princess. She had ke|it au.ike so as to see her

lover, and as hi- liandsome li<_
r ure appeared -he -at up

on her lied, and forthwith fell in love with him at tir-t

SJL'ht
'

() I'rince--,' began the Knrj. "I have already

married thee in accordance with the form of inarria-c

(,'tiinlli'iiTii sanctioned h\ Mann, the law-Lr i\er. t"r

liieinliei'- of the rillili'j Caste . I'M ha\e ue not exchanged

ringfl
and garlands ( I ha\e now conic to take thee, my

hride. to my kingdom. Imt thon mn.-t not let thy father

know of our iiiarria-je nor of my pre.-enec here. ^\ he

\\ill -nrel\ kill l>oth of us." There uas. of course, no

ileus in<_' the marriage li\ e \chairjc of riii'_
r s ami Lfai'land-.

and the Princess, who had li\ nou ((iiitc lo.-t her heait

to her roval ,-|ioii>c. -et olf with him to his kingdom

\\itl.ont e\cn 30 much as a _' I \>\c to her |ian-nts.

And BO the l\im_r liroii'_r ht the I 'earl of the Ka-t to

hi- palace after all, and. 06 the pearl had said, her

toefi tar exceeded ill lieanty e\ . n t he face of I hi' I 'o i -I till

(,)lleen. Ill time the (^lle.-n. :i \\ell as the pearl gOOSe

Me to lie neglected li\ the K i m_r in favour of hi- new

fa\ onrile I he IV. i I I
i .1 I he Ka-l

lleal't lilokcli. the o|ic \\cilt hack to her parents

\\hile the other. lionie-iek. Hew liack to hd lle-t

amid i the ii< to meet ho m.ite. from uhoni she had

I.ecu 30 hill:.' -I l'~cnt .

The |'e;iil ..( the K.i-t thn- began I" rule the ro\.d

hoii-chold \\itli none to ri\.d h.-r in the Ixnej - alV

O.P.



THE UNGRATEFUL GOAT.

ONCE upon a time a greedy goat, while out grazing
with his flock, strayed away into the depth of the forest.

At nightfall the flock returned to its fold, leaving the

silly goat to his fate.

As darkness came on, he stopped grazing and turned

round to look for his companions, but to his horror he

found no trace of them, while the howls of wolves and

jackals in the distance made him realize his danger,
but too late. In fear and trembling, he ran hither and

thither in search of shelter, but, alas ! none was to be

found.

Whilst trying to find his way in the dark, he happened
to come upon a lion's footprints, and, terrified at the

sight, he crouched down and awaited his fate. Soon

afterwards a pack of wolves came up, making the

night hideous with their cries, but, before they could

spring upon him and tear him to pieces, he gathered
his wits together, and, with a bow, thus shouted out to

them :

"
Wolves, have you seen my master, the lion,

returning ?
'

" The lion ! The lion ! What lion ?
"

they cried

out, all at once, at the same time leaping a dozen yards

back and looking around, much frightened.
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'

I mean tin- king of this forest," said the goat

calmly, having o\eivome his feai- by supreme elTorts.
'

lit- has just left me for a minute, asking me to wait

for him at this spot," and in proof lie pointed to the

footmark lie was squatting upon. To he sine, it was a

footprint of a lion, and the wolves, believing the Lr<>at.

\\ent away sullenly to look for their prey else \\here.

Next came a leopard, licking hi- lip- as he beheld the

plum]! goat before him. and. a- he crouched down, cat-

like, for a sprinir the i/oat told him the same tale as he

had told the wolves, and with such elVeet that .Mr.

S|iot.-. tOQj uent away disappointed.

La-l of all came (he lion, the king of the forest, and

no sooner did the goal see him appear, than he embraced

hi- foot-mark with his forehoof- and be^aii to I.

it fervently, as if it \\eic the god of hi- destiny. The

lion, surprised at the -t range behaviour of the goat,

asked him \\ hat it u a- all a bout .

'

1 belong, Sir Lion !

Said t he Lfoat , whiniiiLr
.

"
to t he Mock of a pi in.-e Mi-

forlune ha- -eparated me IKUII mv companions, and,

haviiiL' found m\.-e|f alone in this Forest surrounded

b\ horrid bea-t- of pre\ . | ha\e taken refu-je in the

-anctuar\ of thy footmark. Spare me or destfO) me
a- thoil p|ea-e-l. | \\oiild rather IK- eaten b\ -Ucli a

noble animal at thoil art than by wolves and jackals."

Thu- replied the L'oal. \\ilh the ic-onivct'nine- - of one

siiddenl\ confn mtcd u'it h danger

I'lea-ed \\ith the Lr".it's flattery, the noble bea-t

spared his life, and, biting offone of his ivor) like . -r.--. .-nt

.-ha pei I c|au it to him as hi- p.
i- -port llirou-jh

the fore-t ot whieh he \\as the kn K-.-p this \\ilh

thee," "pioth he "and, if thou ail attacked b\ an\ one

of my subjtd bea-t>. jii-l hold il up li ifore him. and he
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shall leave thee harmless." With that, away he bounded
into the darkness.

Now that he was armed with this passport, the goat
decided to stay where he was until day-break. With
the first streaks of light he rose, and, after a long tramp,
found a path which brought him safely out of the wood.

He was by this time overcome with hunger and thirst,

and so, seeing a beautifully 1aid-out park, with here and

there a fountain, and ablaze with many-coloured blossoms,
he walked straight into it and was soon regaling himself

with the honeyed flowers. Now this park belonged to

a Prince, and the gardener, finding an ownerless goat

damaging the flowers, seized him and took him before

his royal master, who demanded of the goat in haughty
tones,

'

Why hast thou damaged my park ? Tell

me who thy master is.''

'

I belong to a royal flock," whined the goat.
"
Mis-

fortune has separated me from my companions. I ate

up thy flowers because I was hungry, and hunger knows
no law. Now do as thou pleasest with me."

The Prince, somewhat pacified, again enquired of the

goat who his master was and where he lived, but the

goat would not enlighten him on either point.

Since, however, the goat belonged to a fellow-prince,

he gave him permission to remain in his kingdom until

his royal owner could be discovered, and directed

him to go and graze in the forest instead of in his

park.
' O Prince," replied the goat, prostrating himself

to the ground before him, and almost digging his horns

into his feet in the process,
"

I dare not go into the

forest to graze, for there I am sure to be eaten up by
tigers or wolves."
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The Prince hinl not tlioii'_'hl of this, and felt the force

of the Lr"al '.- objection.
'

YeBj limn art ri<_'ht," said

tin- Prince, after a moment '- thought.
"

I never dreamt

nf that ; thoii art the property of a brother Prince and

mu-t he taken every care of until -uch time Ekfi In- < an he

found." So saying, lie ordered one of hi- elephant-

to take the goat into the forest on his back and feed

him on LMM-- and 1 \\ i'_
r - plucked with his trunk : and thus

the <_roat had deli'_r htful ride- e\ery day and thn>\e \\ell,

a- you may imagine.

It soon happened that the elephant \vhose duty it

was to earry the Lfoat alioiit came to bo ridieuled hy

Other elephant- for bearing >ueh a mean hurden, uhile

they t he in >elve>. adorned u i t h (_rold and silver t rap pin

hid the lionoiil' of ea|-|-\ iirj no less a lieniLr than the

I'rinre him-e|f.

Stuii'_r to the (jiiiek liv these, taunts, the elephant

\\fiit liefore hi> royal master and. kneel IIILT doun. -pake

thus: "() I'rinee, \\hat ha> thy servant done that thoii

,-houlde-t mak4- him. \\ho ha- hitherto horne no other

l>eiiiLr than th\.-e|f, carry ,-iich a mean tiling a- a Lroat

on his lia-k '. I )o tlioii permit me to take him ELCrOSfi

t he fore- 1 to i he count ry from \\ hence he came, and make

hi m over to hi> i >\\ ner."
'

Very uell." replied I he I Yl I ice. a ml the L'oat departed

for hi- count r\ .

The elephant . oiice acrOSfl the fore.- 1 . had no dilliculty

in traiiiiL' out the country from \\hich the ^oat had

come, and. |nittiii'_
r him doun hefore his royal ma-ler.

d :

' O Prince, here [g thy truant goat uho trespassed

into the kniL'dom <if my master, a Prince like unto th\

.-elf. and he commissioned me to deliver him into thy

hand
'
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Thus saying, the elephant was about to turn back,
when the goat, addressing the Prince, said: "0 Prince,

allow rne to go back with the elephant to my new

master, who has taken better care of me, as thou mayst
judge by my appearance, than thou ever didst before.

I do not desire to live in thy kingdom."
When the Prince heard this, he turned to the elephant

and said :

' Take back this ungrateful wretch. I will

have none of him
;

" and the elephant seized him by
his hind legs, swung him 011 to his back, and departed.
While nearing his country, the elephant had to cross

a rivulet and, in doing so, pitched the goat right into it.

The goat swam across as best he could, and, when he

got over to the other side, he was quite exhausted, and
had moreover lost the passport given him by the lion.

He ran after the elephant, bleating, and in this way
both came into the presence of the Prince.

The elephant then narrated to the Prince all that

had passed between the goat and his royal master,
and the Prince, when he had heard the whole story,

banished the ungrateful goat from his kingdom, just
as his own master had done.

Thus driven from pillar to post, the goat soon found

himself back in the mazes of the dreaded forest, but

this time his wits failed him in the hour of danger, and
his plump body was soon shared between wolves and

jackals.
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<>N<J; upon a time there lived a poor oM widow \vith a

grown-up son, who. tlnm-jli not a giant, was yet endoued

with a giant's strength. Their only mean> of livelihood

was the making and selling of pots of clay. Thesn they

u-ed to leave in front of their hut. to be sun-dried

previous to bei n i_
r baked in a kiln.

It so happened, one day. that the Kin.if of tho land,

\vh<> was <_
r

in'_: "Ht tn hunt on an elephant, passed l<y

their hut. and the elephant crushed under its heavy
feet i he pots \\hieh \vere l\iii'_<- alou1 in the aun. The

\\ido\\ '> son, seeing tin-, rushed up from behind and

eaii'_r ht hold of the tail of the elephant, \\hirh -uddenly

-topped and. in >pite of the !^oadinur of the driver, could

not he made to nm\e at all. Mad \\ith pain, it IM-LMII

to bellnu- and whirl its trunk about, almost shaking

the I'nnee ,,|| H- hack. Looking In-hind, the Trince

\\a> -urprised to see a mere youth elinur inur to t he

elephant '- tail U it h all lli> liliulll .

\\h\ do-t ill. .11 hold up my elephant. () fo.>li-h

youth '.

'

thundered the I'rin

'

I am, () I'rinre. a poor subject of thine and li\e by

poitcr\." replied the \oiith. apologetically. I

1

'

ihoii not -ee. ( I'rince. the damage dom- to my poi
-,

by I hy elephant
'
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'

Is that why thou clingest to my elephant, Mr.

Elephant-wrestler ?
'

said the King.
" Come to me

when I return from the hunt, and thou shalt get gold

for thy clay."

The youth thanked his sovereign and let go his hold

of the tail of the elephant.

The following day, when the King returned home,
the Elephant-wrestler, as the youth had now come to be

known, waited upon him at the palace.

"Is it thou, Mr. Elephant-wrestler?
"

said the King.
"
Didst thou not commit an act of treason against

thy sovereign by holding up his elephant yesterday ?

Well," the King went on, flinging a purse of money
towards him,

"
this purse will more than compensate

thee for all the damage done to thy pottery, but thou

must at once depart from my kingdom."
The Elephant-wrestler now returned home to his old

mother, and putting the money into her hands said :

"
Mother, I have been banished from the kingdom, but

never mind, thou shalt not feel the want of money.
This purse contains enough to last the few remaining

years of thy life."

Thus saying, he departed from his native land as an

exile, but his fame for physical strength, and therewith

his nickname of Elephant-wrestler, came to be more

and more widely known with every revolving moon.

He journeyed on and on, not caring whither, and, as

he tramped along, he came across a youth crushing

coin after coin to powder between thumb and fore-

finger. "Who art thou?" asked the Elephant-wrestler

of him.
"

I am," said the youth,
"
a pupil of the Elephant-

wrestler."
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' Ami I .mi thai same I'lli'pliaiil wre-tlcr." rr

llm Elephant wrestler, not a lilth- Mirpri-cd.
'

It thoii art indeed tin- Elephant -wrest Icr." said

the youth, "I must MT\C tin*-, so take inn \vith thee

wherever tlum '.loe-t .

"Very well; come \\-jth me," replied the Elephant

wrestler.

Thu> was thi- Elephant \\Te-tler joined Ky the youth.

and. lictorc they had ^.me \ cry far. they met another

youth pulliim trees up by the roots a> he \\.-nt almiL'.
'

\\'ho .in thoii. I) -tranter (

'

a-kcd the Elephant

\\-re-t Icr of him.

I am." -aid the M-rond youth, "a Jiupil of the

Mlcphant \vi-c-tlcr."

Kllo\v me. then." replied the latter. 'to lie the

KIcphaiit \\'i
-c>t Icr you >peak of."

"
If thou art indeed lie." said the yonlh.

"
let inc.

favour, aeronipan\ thee \\-|ierc\ cr thoii goest."

"So oe it ; the more the merrier. was the rcp|\ ,

and he too joined t he I'llephant \\ re-t Icr.

The party of three then \\cnt alon._r merril\ |o._'ctlier

until they came !< a ri\er which st ..... I in the way of

their further progress, and there ua^ no Koat t" take

them acrOBS. In lln- pie- In amenl . the Klephant

wrestler ordered In- pupiU to jump ri-_
r ht aero-- to the

ot her -ide.

\\ BT6 afraid," -aid the \onth-; "the la-k i- ipnte

licy ..... I our po\\.

'riicreupon the Elephant \\re-ller -ei/cd them Koih.

one h\ the left hand and the other \>\ the riLrht. and

flung them across with th< B After that . he

jumped i i'_'ht over the river himself, as ii he \\ ne jum|)iiiL:

o\. i a tenee. and. a- luck or ill luck would have it
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big fish leaped ashore immediately after him. He caught
it up as he would have caught a foot-ball, and, hungn^
as he was, he told one of his pupils to dress it for cooking
and sent the other away to get from somewhere a fire

with which to cook it. The latter went about in quest

of fuel, and at last found himself in what appeared to be

a deserted city. To his surprise no human being met

his eyes ;
but, as he was about to retrace his steps in

disappointment, a withered old woman, bent and double

with age, came hobbling along towards him on a crutch.
" Who art thou, and what has brought thee hither ?

'

asked the aged crone of the youth.
"
I am a pupil of the world-famous Elephant-wrestler,

come to beg for fuel," said the youth.
"
Very well ;

come with me to my hut, and thou

shalt have it," said the old hag to him.

Suspecting nothing, the youth followed her to her

hut, when lo ! she suddenly turned into a huge giantess,

and, opening wide her mouth, swallowed him up.

A long while elapsed, and, as the youth had not

returned, the Elephant-wrestler, impatient of delay,

sent his other pupil away to look for him and fetch

materials for the fire.

He, too, wandered into the deserted city and met the

same fate as his companion at the hands of the ogress.

When neither of the pupils returned, the Elephant-

wrestler became alarmed, and, burying the fish in the

sands, went to look for them. He too followed the same

route as his two pupils had taken, and at last came

across the ogress hobbling along on her crutch.
" Hast thou seen, woman," asked the Elephant-

wrestler when she came near,
"
any of my pupils about

here ?
"
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'I do not know who are thy pupils.
"

replied the

(>Lr re.-.-, lnit i\\-n \oiiths ;i-kci| me fnr lire, and said

they wniild like tn have a !nok miind at the city before

calling for it .
( 'nine wit h me t my hut . and \vlien t hey

COMie l.aek thou wilt know who they are."

The Elephant -wre-tler accompanied her to her hut,

and QO BOOner had he arrived there than the old woman
a--umed a gigantic form and opened \vide her n th

to .^wallow him up. He <|iiickl\ '_
r ue-M>d who she v.

and what had become of his pupils, and, withoir

moment's delay, -truck her a heavy blow on each of

her cheeks. .\t this, the ogress opened wide her |a\\-

in pain, and. |o
' out popped his two pupils through

the crater-like cavity of her mouth.

Now the Elephant wrestler and his pupil- -ho\\ned

blows fast and furious upon her. and at everj blow

>he di-L'orLfed men. women, and childi'eii whom >he hail

-\\.dloweil. La>t of all. nilt came the Kill^ .'lid <,>Uee|i

ot the land, with all t heir mini -t ers and court ier-. and I he

de-erted city once more became populous.

Not content with this aehie\ fluent . the Klephant-

\\re>tler leapt, sword in hand, into the mouth of the

and. after having thoroughly cxaiiiined her

in-ide. ^ot him~elf out by eiittin.L' her open. Thu-

perished t he 0^1.

No\\ the KinLr .out of L'ral it ude, lieL'L'cd the I'llephant
-

\\re-tler to live in hi- kingdom in luxury, but he n-fu-ed

to lead a life of itl'_
r lorioU- At the le.ple-t of the

KiiiL'. however, he left \\ith him one o| hi- pupil- to

puard his kingdom aLrain-t any future foe- He then

took his depart lire, accompanied b\ his other pupil,

and loaded \\ith co-tly present- Before paitniL'. he

ve hi> pu|nl one of hi- -\\ord-. -ayine;: '() my deal
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pupil, keep this sword carefully. If thou ever seest

blood exude from it, then know me to be in danger and

come to my assistance, if thou carest."

He now went on in the company of his pupil, meeting
with many adventures on his way, one of which so far

exceeded the others in bravery that it deserves to be

told.

It so happened that one night the two travellers

came to the outskirts of a walled city, close to which

they heard the growls of tigers. Here they selected a

spot in which to encamp, and went to sleep by turns.

The pupil first laid down to sleep, while the Elephant-
wrestler kept watch over him. Soon the tigers appeared
and made a fierce attack, but the Elephant-wrestler
killed every one of them with his club with as much
ease as if he were destroying rats. Just then his pupil

awoke, and it was the Elephant-wrestler's turn to sleep.

Shortly afterwards the remainder of the tigers appeared
and were similarly dealt with by the brave youth.

Next morning, as the King was going out of the city

to hunt, he was surprised to see two men lying on a

bed of tigers. When he heard what had happened, he

was so pleased with the extirpation of these pests, which

had been making havoc among his subjects for many
years, that he invited the Elephant-wrestler and his

pupil to live in his kingdom in luxury for the rest of their

mortal lives, but the Elephant-wrestler again refused

to lead a life of inglorious ease. So at last, at the

King's request, he left with him his remaining pupil,

to whom he also gave a sword, saying : "0 my dear

pupil, keep this sword carefully. If thou seest blood

exude from it, then know me to be in danger and come

to my assistance, if thou carest."
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In spite of having been banished. In- now de;>ai -ted

for his native land, loaded with eo,-tly <_
r ift>, i" MI- his

mother. As soon a> the news of hi> arri\al came 1o

the cars of his Mi\nci<_'n. he x-ni -. '\.-ral anncil men to

arrest him and hrinj^ liim liefore him for |iuiii.-linient .

but tilt; Elephant-wrestler hit riirlit and left and killed

each and every one of them. At last the Kin<_r was

compelled lo .-end a whole army ,i^ain-t him. and this

time -llrrerded ill aiTe>til|ir llill). As llC Wa> Ilo\V ill

daiiLT'T, Mood he^an to exude from the -\\-ords\vhich In-

had L'iveii to his pupils, Who Speedilj eame to hi> a>>i.-t

anee. eaeli with a huge- army, and restored liim to

liberty.

The Kin<_'. now jilea-ed \\'ith the Elephant -wrestler,

Lr .i\e him his daughter in mai-riai/e. and half his kingdom
for tlowei-. and the two lived happily ever after.



UNCLE TIGER.

ONCE upon a time, by a wood, two brothers dwelt with

their wives under their father's roof. For in the olden

days, when the family was all-in-all and the individual

was of small account, it was not unusual for several

generations to live together under a common head.

Frequently, however, such a family suffered from

discord and jealousy among its members, especially

among its womenfolk
;

and so it was that quarrels

between the wives of the two brothers had often occurred.

The wife of the elder brother was the evil genius of the

family, and hated her sister-in-law because, forsooth,

she was handsomer than herself.

So spiteful was her conduct towards her sister-in-law,

that the latter's life became quite unbearable. Matters

became worse and worse, until at last one evening the

poor woman stole out into the wood, and, sitting down
on a boulder on the bank of a stream, began to bewail

her lot. A tiger chanced to come to the stream to

drink water, and, being moved to pity by her cries,

(for beauty in tears is said to turn away even the

fierceness of wild beasts), enquired the reason of her

unhappiness.
" Uncle Tiger," replied the woman, resigned to any

fate,
"
I am so unhappy at home. Take me away with
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thce to thy den, ami I will serve thee ami th\ wife, and

ti-ml thy nil.-."
"
My dear niece." said the tiger,

"
tlmii art welcome

to my den, and I \\ill see to it that thou shalt want

nothing to make (her happy. Imt I know not how

thouwouldst like tigers for th\ companions. Howdo-t

thou like my face (

"
he a-ked lier at'tei- a pau-e.

\Vh\," she said, so as to humour him. "it is a<

lieaiitiful as a full moon."
" What dost thou think of my tail '

'

asked the

ti _'<!. Miiiliii<_r .

"Oh." replied his niece. it i- as lieaiitiful as the

rainbow."
' How do I smell '

"
asked the li<_

rer a'_rain. evidently

plea-ed with her answers. ( )f course, the odour W&6

naii-e.it iii'_
r in the extreme. Imt -he continued to play

ln-r part well, and >aid :

'

'I'hy smell ( \\'h\ . it i- a-

- weet :i- t hat of -,i IP lal \\ 1 past c."

HiL'hl\ plea-ed \\jth replies so flattering to his vaniu.

LJnole Tii'er now took her a\\a\ to his den. O\\ the

wa\- the\ met with other ti<_:er-. uho. sn-iiiL' her in the

compan\ nf one of their kind, fancied she ua- intended

to pro\ ide a tca-t for- them, and lie-jan to folio \\
-

her

Imt her companion drove them olf with a -icul.

Ari-i\ed at the den, the tiger introduced her to hi- mate,

and the care of their \o""-r ones \\a- entni-ted to her.

|-'.V<T\ day -he ll-ed to keep L'Uard o\er the rlllis.

and plav \\ith them while their parent- went out in

reh of f I. and thus passed her da\- away in a

round of unvaried routine, until the time came when

-he telt a Io||'_'|||i_r ),, |, r at llollie a'_'aill.

I'llele 'I'lL'cl and \lllit TiL're-- Ui'l'e Ilillcll pie

With hT tajlhfill Services, o lhe\ delciinined not to
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let her depart without bestowing valuable gifts upon
her, and so it came about that Uncle Tiger made a

raid one day upon a jeweller's shop and carried away
all the jewellery he could lay his paws on for his niece,

while Aunt Tigress plundered a silk shop and succeeded

in bringing away a large quantity of rich silk. Similar

visits to other shops followed. When they had collected

all their plentiful booty, they made an army of bears

carry it on their heads, human fashion, while they
themselves offered to escort their niece, dressed in a

flowing silk robe and sparkling with jewellery, through
the jungle to her home.

Whilst everybody but her wicked sister-in-law was

rending the air with lamentations, she suddenly appeared
in her rustling silk robes and sparkling jewels, with the

tiger and tigress on either side of her, followed by the

bears carrying trays of valuable gifts on their heads.

At once the lamentations ceased, and there was an

attempt at a general stampede among the inmates
; but,

rushing forward, she dispelled their fears, and introduced

Uncle Tiger and Aunt Tigress to them, telling them how
kind they had been to her, and how they had escorted

her home with bear-loads of gifts. Confidence having
been fully restored, the tigers and bears were sumptuously
fed ere they departed to the wood, and, when they were

leaving, Uncle Tiger and Aunt Tigress promised to look

in again and enquire after their niece.

The wife of her brother-in-law now envied her lot,

and, wishing to get rich as speedily as her sister-in-law

had done, betook herself one evening to the wood, and,

sitting down on the bank of the stream, kept saying
aloud :

'

Uncle Tiger ! take me away to thj
T den.

Uncle Tiger ! take me away to thy den."
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A.- it happened the very ti-cr which had l>efrien< led

her sister-in-law passed at that moment DM his way
to see his niece, anil. hearim: his name uttered, ran up

to hi-r ami enquired why she was calling him.

''Oil. 1'nele Tigor, I am so unhappy ;it home,"

cried tin- woman.
'

I '<> thmi take me away to thy den,

where I will serve thee and thy wife."

I'nele Ti'_rer. liowever. felt sceptical aliont her desire

to share his den with him. and. ln-in^ anxious to find out

whet her .-he \\-ould really liketo have tigers as companions,

he asked her what his face was like.

Thy face. 1'iiele Tiger?' replied the Woman,

lau<_r hiii'_r. "Why. it is like that of a jungle cat, only many
time-* liJL'u'er."

' And what do-t tliou thiuk of my tail '.

"
a-ked ihe

t L'er. froWMiM!_r .

'

Th\ tail. I'ncle Tiirer ( It is as handsome as a

monkey's. onl\ much stouter and larger." \\a^ the reply.

"And my dear niece." >aid the lii'er. ^rindii)L
r his

teeth audilily.
"

ha>t thmi -jot an\lhiiiur to ^a\ al.oiii

my smell '.

'

'\\\\ smell. I'ncle TiL'er (

'

replied I he mi>U-pert

iii!_
r woman, taking mil her haudken-hief and putting it

to her nose. < Ih. it ha- pa--cd into a 1 1\ \\ord \\ ith u<.

If anything smells abominably, as thmi dust. \v e -,i\

it is like a t iu'er Thou dost not know ho'w thou smelleet,

I'ncle 'I'iL'cr
'
"

she added \\-jlh a provoeat i\ e lau^'h.

Of COUrse the ti^d- nrafl incensed hy what the woman

had >aid aluiiit him. and. mad \\ith aii!_rer. he Hew at her.

and, ripping open her face wit h his da\\ -. let her go home

iiu'lier than she wa> liefor>. Thus ua- her jealmisx cured

for all lime, and |.eacc .iL'ain |>re\ ailed in the family.

( p.r.



THE CRAB PRINCE.

ONCE upon a time a poor lone widow, suddenly deprived

of the roof over her head by a storm, knew not where

to find shelter for herself, so, being forced to beg, she

wandered about looking for a deserted hut. One she

came upon had evidently at one time been the home

of a family of fisher folks. This hut, which stood by
the river-side, was deserted save for one occupant,

a vermilion-coloured crab, and, strange to say,

the woman got quite fond of this creature, which

soon returned her affection and used to call her

mother.

They were indeed strange companions, and one

evening, while the woman sat at her door with the crab

in her lap, she said :

" Thou callest me mother,

crab ! but thou canst not relieve my distress as a son

of my womb would do."
"

mother," replied the crab, somewhat moved,
"
thou needst not go a-begging. I will bring thee on

the morrow enoiigh of everything to last the remainder

of thy life
;

so cheer up and sweep thy floor clean."

The woman got up, pleased with the crab, and swept

the hut clean.

Next morning the crab went out and first visited a

wheat shop.
"
Brother, wilt thou sell me as much
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wheat aa I ran carry in both my ears '.

"
said tin- crab

to the -hop keeper.
'

Hullo. <'rahh\
'"

replied the latter, highly amused,

thou canst help thyself to &8 imieh com as thoii c an-t

carry in thine ears. I make a -_
r ifl of it to thee."

So, while the shop-keeper wa> otherwise engaged,
the era 1 1 craiiimeil his ears full of the com and walked

coolly away. He returned to his hut and poured out

the com upon the Hour in a heap, and out lie went

in. In like manner lie visited -Imp alter -hop. and

carried away enough of ever\ tiling to la>t him and his

mother for many and many a IOIILT day.

The erali then said to the old woman ;
() mother

dear, can I not relieve thy di-trc Thou niu-l

heiieefoi-th look upon me as if thou hadst borne

me.'

The woman W8 o\erjo\ed at this turn of tort line

and lieu. ill to li\e liappil\. Yet >he had -till one more

complaint to make to her SOn, and that \\a< about their

t Hlllble dou || hut .

( (ill went the erali auaiu. and. uoinu up to a money-
lender. a-kec I fi if a loan of muiie\ .

Hullo. ('rabb\ I" -aid the moiie\ lender, amu-c.l

at >llc|| a rei|Ue>t proceedinu from a crab,
"

tholl liecilo)

m one \ . do-t t huii (

"
and u it h that he I lirew a i plant it \

of .j-old coin- to\\,ud- him. 'Take thc-e a \\ a \ . if thou

can-t eari'\ them, a- a free uitt from me." said the moiie\

lender, and lo
'

in the t\\inklinu; of an e\e. the crab

,\ed a\\a\ all tin-. < ojn- in hi- car- and \\alke.l

i|iiiell\ away, \ the ama/emcnt of e\er\bud\.

\\"ith llii- inoiie\ he built a mansion \\herc the hut

had furmei-|\ -tood. and tin' crab ;md In- mother con

t Hilled to |j\ e hap|ill\ t o^-el her.
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There are no bounds, however, to the vanity of human
wishes. At last came a day when the widow let drop a

tear upon the crab, as she sat fondling him.
"
Why dost thou weep, mother dear ?

"
said the crab.

' What is the matter ? Is there anything else wanting to

make thee happy ? Tell me, and thy will shall be done."
''

my dear son, thou hast done more than a

son could have done for me, yet if thou hadst been a

man thou mightest marry and bring a charming bride

into this mansion, and thy children would play round

my knees and prattle to me."
"

Is that all ? Thou shalt have a Princess for thy

daughter-in-law, I warrant thee. I will wed no com-

moner
;

so dry thy tears and cheer up, mother

dear."

So the woman rose, dreaming of a daughter-in-law,

and went about her household work with a light heart,

while the crab made for the palace of the King of the

land, to seek for the hand of his daughter.

On the way he was accosted by a cat.
'

Whither art

thou going, brother crab ?
"
asked the cat.

"
I am going to wed the King's daughter," replied

the crab.
"
Let me go with thee to thy wedding, brother,"

prayed the cat.
"
Slip into my ear," said the crab, and the cat did

as he was bid. He went along and next met with a

tiger.
"
Whither art thou going, brother crab ?

'

asked the tiger.
"

I am going to wed the King's daughter," replied

the crab.
"

I long to taste thy wedding cake. Take me along

with thee," implored the tiger.
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Slip mio m\ ear, Ln>ther tiger," >aid tin- craL.

iiinl the ti'_'cr <lid a- he \v;i> Lid.

Next tin- craL came t<> a clump of LainLoo- not far

ti-oiii tin- palace.

\Vliilher art tln.ii LioiiiL'. In-other craL (

"
a.-ked the

bamboos.
'

I am -"ing to \\vd the Kin-'- daughter." replied

the cral>.

|)o not leave ii- Lehind. \\"e \vant to \\itne>s thy

\\eddin:_r ." pra\ ed t he LaniLoos.

'Slip into m\ ear." said the crali. and they did as

the\ \\ere Lid.

Thus lid the craL continue hi.s joiii-ne\ until he came

to a ri\ cr.

Whither art thoii Lr oiii
p

_r . lirother erali (

"
a-ked t he

i i\ er.

'

I am ;_
f

'-
r to ued the Kind's ilaiiL'hl er," replied the

ci ,i L.

'

Let me _'" t" I h\ \\eddiiiLr. Lrother crali." pleaded

the ri\er.

Slip into in\ ear," >aid the craL. and the ri\cr ilid

-In- WM Lid.

At last he arri\cd at the palace and kept .-a\iii-_'

aloinl :
'<> I'rincc

' make me thy soninla\v. (t

Prince ! make me t h\ -on in lau ."

'The I'rince ordered one of hi- pag68 to >ei/c the cr.iL

.ind Lriii'_r him Li-fm- him. Lut . when the pa<_
re laid ln>

hand upon the craL. (lie latter -nipped hi- lingers o(T

with hi- -harp olaWB. hroppm.j him like a hot cake,

the p. IMC. LlccdiMLT and cr\in._r
. ian Lack to the I'm

who '_
ra\c order- to ha\f the craL caught and Lroii-hi

up for puni-hment. Tin- LciiiL' done the Prince

;iddre--ed him :
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'

Dost thou dare ask for the hand of my daughter,
thou saucy crab ? I will torture thee and put thee to

death." And, so saying, the Prince ordered the crab to

be shut up with his fighting-cocks so that they might
riddle him through and through with their beaks and

claws.

This was done, but, when the cocks began to attack

the crab, out came the cat, who, after killing and eating

them, slipped back into his ear.

Next morning the Prince was surprised to find the

crab unharmed and heaps of feathers in place of the

cocks.

Flying into a rage, he ordered the crab to be tied by
all his ten legs to the pillar-like leg of a huge elephant,
so that he might be crushed to death under his heavy
feet.

This was done, and out came the tiger from his hiding-

place and killed the elephant, after which he unbound
the crab and slipped back into his ear.

Next morning, when the King went to see what had

happened to the crab, great was his amazement to find

one of his finest elephants lying dead upon the ground.
He next ordered a number of soldiers to kill the crab,

and, when they came to seize him, out came the bamboos,
which began to belabour them mercilessly until they
embraced the earth one by one.

The anger of the King now knew 110 bounds. Not

knowing how to get rid of the crab, he had him tied

to one of the legs of his bedstead for the night, and lo !

when the King was asleep, the river flowed out of the

crab's ear, and away floated the bedstead. When the

King awoke from his sleep and found himself on the point

of drowning, he made his peace with the crab by promis-
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ing tn give him hi- daughter for a wife, if only he would

recall the river into hi- ear.

The crab then Ixiuml the King ly a three -fold oath,

anl immediately the river slipped hack into hi- ear.

The crab wa- soon wedded to the King's daughter.

amidst more sorrow than joy. as one might have ex-

pected, and after the wedding the bridegroom returned

home with his royal bride in grand pn>re>-ii MI.

The widow, his mother, wa- now beside herself with

joy. and welcomed the bride. Thus was her heart's

de-ire fulfilled.

The King, curious to know how his daughter was

getting on with her crab husband, paid a vi.-it to her.

and wa- -urpri-ed to lind her anything but unhappy.
The aecrel \va- now revealed to the King. The crab

wa- a crab by day. but a Prince by night.

At the suggestion of the King, uhile her husband

was a-lccp. the I'rince-s had hi- shell pounded lo du-t.

and so, on getting up from bed, he mis-cd hi- -hell and

could no more di-'_r ui.-e himself. There wa- now rejoicing

at the palace, u here before there had been beating of

brca-t- and tearing of hair.



THE GIANT OUTWITTED BY THE DWARF.

ONCE upon a time there was a merchant who lived in

great opulence until a giant came and took up his

quarters in the neighbourhood, and then his star began
to set.

The giant ate up all his neighbours, one by one, and

last of all the merchant himself
;
but by sheer good

luck his wife, with their little child, a dwarf, escaped

destruction, having been absent on a visit to her brother.

After having devoured the merchant, the giant
transferred his residence to his mansion, and continued

to live there unmolested, as if he were " monarch of all

he surveyed," while the merchant's widow became

dependent upon her brother.

The child, a bright little dwarf, grew up under his

uncle's care and began to play with companions of his

own age.

On one occasion, his playmates taunted him with

living on his uncle, and the boy ran home weeping
to his mother and told her what had been said to him.

; '

My dear boy," said the mother,
"
thy father was

a wealthy merchant, but a wicked giant came and ate

him up and now rules in our house. So long as he

lives, we cannot go back to it and come by our

own.'



GIANT OUTWITTED UY l>\V.\i;K ir.'.i

After this, the dwarf, who n-ed i.. help his mother

in th<- kitchen. pre-ented him-elf liefore the iriant and

pra\ ed tn lie made hi- conk.
'

\\'hat ?" crieil the Lr iant.
' Thou dan--! i,, walk

intu a lion's den ( I am a -jiaiit and will make a meal

of thee."

"<>h. (In nut kill me. Sir dianl." pleaded the lx>y.

with folded hand-.
'

I am loo -mall to provide a meal

for tli.-e. I, ut. if ill. 111 shonldest spare my life. I \\ill cook

thee nice di.-he- e\ er\ day."
"
Very \\ell." -aid the <jiant. after a moment'- n-llec-

tion.
'

I could swallow up at a '_
r

nlp a do/en such

little dwarfs as thoii art and \el \\oiild <n> Imiiirn .

So I agree to thy pn>po-,i|. hut. .-hould thy eookin'_r I.e

not to m\ taste, 1 lion -halt die."

The ho\ lieeame hi- cook on thi-.-e tel'lii- of life and

d'-.ith. and the dainty di-hes
| in-pared hy him wen- such

B - i lie iriant had m-\ cr t .1-1 ed ln-1'i ire.

Tim- the duaif li\ed u ith the .L'iant .

l\\'cr\ da\ after h|-e.ikta -I the I'ianl n-ed to <_n i out,

ret iirniiiL' In >me at dinner I ime.

< ne da\ the hoy <_
r al liei'ei I

|,|, ^ulticient com
to ;i-k hi- ma-tcr \\hither he ua- in the hahit of

goii

\\hat mailer to thee m\ <_
r ojiiL's ollt and comi!

in
'
"

replied I he L'iant .

I do not me. 111 to pr\ into thy lui-ine--. Sir (liant."

u hincd the In i\ .

"
Imt . it I kno\\ where thou goesl e\ ei \

da\. I can BO lime m\ cooking' a- to lie ;iK|e |o -er\ e

t hee t h\ dinner hi >i IH .m | he i \\ en."

I am f'lclk to the (ioi| of |)e-lin\." replied the

(Jiant. Unthinkingly, and m\ onl\ hn-ine-- i- to

hi- derice- and. conform.) 1,|\ thereto, mea-ure

M
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out and allot unto mortals their spans of existence

on earth."
'

Wilt thou be pleased, Sir Giant," said the boy,
"
to ask thy master, the God of Destiny, what is the

period of life allotted unto me ?
'

When the giant next returned home, the dwarf asked

him what the God of Destiny had told him in answer

to his query.
' The God said thou shalt live a full century," replied

the giant.
"
Wilt thou be pleased, Sir Giant, to ask him on the

morrow," said the boy, "if he can reduce my allotted

span of life by so much as a fraction of a fraction of a

second ?
'

Next day, when the giant returned home hungry,
the dwarf wanted to know what his master, the God of

Destiny, had said as to that, and the giant thus replied :

' The God said no one can meddle with the span of

life allotted unto thee. Thou shalt live a full century,
neither a second more nor a second less."

The dwarf now ran into the kitchen and, instead of

bringing the giant his dinner, took up a burning faggot
and ran towards him, saying :

" What ? Since no one

can take away my life before its time, why should I be

afraid of thee any more ?
'

The giant, thus outwitted by the dwarf, and thinking
discretion the better part of valour, took to his heels.

The dwarf and his mother now recovered their house,

and one by one their old neighbours returned, and never

more was the giant seen.
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Ost i: u|ii)ii
a time there was a proud and hau<_r ht\

monarch, and in his pride he neglected the <_
rods and

feared them not. He had inarrieil seven l^m-ens. and

each of them liad home him a son.
'

\\'hat a joy to

have such a family !

"
said lie to him>elf. as he In-held

hi- -e\cli L'l'own Up >oli-> a I'oll lid h i III . 'I own e\ten-i\ e

dominion- ;md would rather tru>t m\ SOUS to <_
ro\ern

them for me than even the nnt t rust u ort hy among

my ministei a."

Killed uith Mich thought-, the Kiii'_r called his >e\en

sons, ;ind. intendinLr to let them '_
ro\ ern such of his

pOSSeesionC .1- lln-ii' Lfratitude and affection for him

should .-ei-in t<> de.>er\e. said to them one liy one :

'

My
dear son, who feed> thec and cares for thee (

\\\\\ . father." said the >i\ olde-t BODB, "who cUc

^lioiild teed and caie for u> Iml ihoii '. Mas any of n

l>een >o unuMateful as to have denied that (

No." replied the Kin I \\a> only thiiikini: of

makin'j
;.
on </o\ 1-1 noi--, oi m\ provinces, and BO, to Uno\\

from \ our o\vn tips which of yOU loved me lie-t and u en-

Mlo ' iteflll to 016, 90 afl to de-cr\e ||l\ tni-t, I |Ult

the i|lle-t|o|| to each of yoll. I am |ilca-ed \\ltll \olir

answen md appoint \ on each B BlUOr of one pro

viii
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When the turn of the youngest Prince came to answer

the question, he bluntly said:
" What a queer question

to put ? Father, who else can feed me but my own

good destiny ?
'

What's lotted can't be blotted.'
"

The King flew into a great fury and banished him

then and there from his kingdom, saying :

"
Oh, thou

ungrateful wretch, if thy good destiny feeds thee, look

to it to feed thee in thy exile. Thou art henceforth

no son of mine."

Thus banished, the Prince bowed to his father and

went away to seek his fortune elsewhere. He journeyed
on and on, not knowing whither, until chance brought
him to another kingdom. According to the laws of

this country, every foreigner found therein had to be

brought before the King, and only when he was found

to be of good character was he ever allowed to stay.

So no sooner had the Prince arrived there than he was

seized and straightway taken before the King, who

immediately took a fancy to him on account of his

handsome appearance, and chose him to be companion
to his son, a one-eyed Prince of equal age with him.

Thus did his good destiny befriend him in his darkest

hour of trial.

As time went on, the father of the one-eyed Prince

thought of getting his son married, but, as he was blind

of one eye, none of the Princesses around cared to be

his wife
;

at last necessity, which is said to be the

mother of invention, suggested an ingenious way out of

the difficulty.
"
Why not get my son married by proxy 1

'

said

the King to himself.
"
Why not let his companion,

who is of the same age as he is and not a whit less hand-

some, play the bridegroom on his behalf, going through
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the marriage in hi- name. Init lettin<_r liiin into the bridal

rh. i mber h\ .-lea 1th directly after the nuptial

And -o, ha\iii'_r thought ,, n i hi.- plan. In- proceeded

In |iut it into action by sending out match makcr-

in every direction. It happened that another Kinir.

\vho had a Lr ro\\n-iip I'rince-- to marry, had. by a

curious coincidence, similarly sent out a match-maker

to look mil for a bridegroom, and that he. haviii'_r

\vandei-ed tar and wide \\ithoiit BUCC688, at la-t arrived

at thi- kingdom <|iiite exhausted and worn out. lie

3OOD discovered the -on of the Km^ to have but one

eye, yet, having become too fatigued to ^o elsexvlierr

to seek for a better bridegroom, lie struck a bargain

\vith the Kin 1

.' then and there, promising to keep his

tongue bet \\ccn liis teeth as regarded hi.s SOn'fi

blindness.

Loaded u'lth re\\-;irds. he returned to his master,

told him ho\\- he had settled the marriage o| the I'linrc--

uith a remarkably hand.-onie I'rinee. and thu- received

Ire-h rcu-ard- for hi- (lams.

The wedding-day came, and the Prince's companion.
dre--ed a- a biide;_rroom. -tailed in Lrrand proce-sion

for the hou-e of the bride, in coinpanx \\ilh the KiiiL'

and hi- i .ne e\ cd .-on.

.\rri\ed there, the sham I'rince and hi- part\ \\i-n

ic,-i-ived in rit_
r ht ro\a] -tyle with e\cr\ I'irciim-tani e

of pomp and L'randeur. K\ervone at the |ialace \\.i-

eapti\.itcd b\ the -\\cct 1 1 ia n i MM - a ml hand-oine appc.u

juice of the bridegroom, and the \\eddiiiL' pa--ed of) \\ith

out a hitch. lmmedialc|\ aftei the marriage. ho\\c\ ( -r

t he bndc L'|-i .oin according to hi- com|iact \\ it h hi- ma-'

-to|e out of the biida I elia m ber and icjoined hi- oun

party.



174 THE ORIENT PEARLS

The Princess, missing him from her chamber, sent

out her maid to look for him amongst the men of his

party, and, sure enough, there she found him. After

some persuasion she induced him to return with her to

the Princess. On the way back, however, the Princess,

who feared he might again leave her, had caused artificial

tigers, bears, and lions to be set up. As soon as the

Prince and the maid had crossed the road where these

pretended beasts were concealed, they suddenly came in

view, looking as fierce and threatening as if they had

been alive.

The maid, pretending to be greatly alarmed, begged
the Prince to hurry up as there were wild beasts behind

them, and pointed to the sham tigers, bears, and lions

with her finger ;
but the Prince, who knew not fear,

offered to go back and kill them all with his sword.

As that would have spoilt her plans, she entreated

him to quicken his steps, saying she would fall down
in a swoon if he tarried. The chivalrous Prince had to

comply with her entreaties.

Thus was the wandering sheep brought back into

the fold again, and, when the Princess saw her bridegroom,
she took him to task for having run away from her,

but soon she made it up with him and begged him to

play a game of chance, before retiring, just to ascertain,

she pleaded, how their married life would fare.

The Prince, to whom nothing came amiss, agreed to

her request. While they were engaged in play, the

Princess began to doze, and at last fell asleep, and the

Prince, taking advantage of this, wrote in golden charac-

ters on the hem of her flowing robe his name and pedigree

and the curious history of the marriage, and then de-

camped for good.
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When tin- Prince-- awoke, i! \v;is la \ !i'_
r lit . ;unl I he

bridegroom was not ;i1 her side. She consoled herself

with thinking that he iiiu-t ha\e '.'one li;n-k to hi- friend-

anioML' tin- men .if hi- party, ami. when ni<_r ht cann- DM.

he told her niai.l to go and frt.-h him as she had done

the MJL'ht before.

Now the one e\ed I'rince. who had put DM the diese

of his pro\\ and \\.i- \\-i-ariiiLr :i \<i-^ turlian \\liich canir

do\\ n o\.-r thd lilind rye. almost cDiici-aliii^ it. met the

maid and aeroinpanied her ID the I'rinee--. ()n t he

\va\ hack they had to pa-s the same, fierce-looking

arlitiejal liea-t.-. and the maid entreated him to .piiekeM

hi- steps, a- -he pivi ended the animaU \\eiv aftei- tliem.

No -ooner had the one-e\ed I'rinee looked In-hind and

n the beasts, than lie derail to (piake all over t hniML'h

friu'ht. ami only kept himself from tailing dou'n in a

SWDOM liy catchini: hold of the maid, who -creamed out

and -hook him olT with much difficulty.

Armed at the palace, the counterfeit bridegroom

walked into the chamber, trembling \\ith I-MI ,i- if he

had been suddenly -er/ed u'lth a>_nic. The maid narrated

to her mi-tre-- all that had happened on the wa\ .

woMderinir in her own mind whether he was reall\ the

bridegroom, for his behaviour had been -o -trance ami

unlike that of a I'rinee. l|owe\er. the I'nnee-- had -een

her bridegroom on|\ for a .-hort time, and BO, to tind

out lieyond all possibility of doubt, whetln-r the -aiidil\-

dressed VDIMIU man before her , i||\ h.-r ucdded

husband, -he a-ked him to pla\ a L'ame of chance \\ith

her To her -urpri-e he pK.te--cd total ignorance of

all gamefl, and could not rememlici a -niL'lc \\oid of their

talk on the ueddmir niL'ht. SuddciiK the 1'rineess

noticed one of hi- e\c- all but hidden b\ the turban.
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which she lifted up, when lo ! she found him blind of

one eye and had him instantly turned out of her chamber,
neck and crop.

The one-eyed Prince ran back, weeping, to his father

and told him of his woes. Finding that the fraud had

been discovered, the King in great dismay beat a hasty
retreat from the country.

In the meantime the Princess was at a loss what to

do, not knowing who her husband was nor where he

lived. In the end she could do nothing but keep her

soul in patience in the hope of his some day returning
to claim his bride.

In spring, when the earth is gay with flowers, and the

birds fill the air with sound, the swinging carnival is

held, and so it happened that the Princess put on her

wedding garment and started swinging with her com-

panions, when lo ! the end of her robe swept the ground
before her, and the golden letters recording the name and

pedigree of her husband shone out in the sun. She

quickly jumped down from the swing and learnt for

the first time who her husband was and where he

lived.

Overjoyed with the discovery, she ran straight to her

father and thus said to him : "0 father, the home of a

married woman, be she a Princess or a commoner,
should always be where her husband's home is. I am
determined to go in search of my husband, so wilt

thou be pleased to give me an army for my pro-

tection ?
"

The King tried to dissuade her from her purpose,

pointing out the difficulty of the task, but she was not

to be moved from her resolve. At last the King had no

alternative but to give her an army consisting of his
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hra\e.-l Mini mo.-l trn-ted -o|diT-. ;iii<l. dre--in-_r her-elf

in ;i man's e|othe>, 1 he 1'iiin-c-- -et oil' mi her tra\el-.

The lir>t lliiiiL' she did uas to -o tu the kingdom

if her husband'- fatlicr, and lir-ii-_'i- it. challenging IHT

fallii-r in la\\ tu -_
r iv<- her liattlc; luit the old Kin-j. imt

il'--irint.r liliuMlshnl and t'rarin<_r defeat, snlimit ted to

her. and \va> edinpclU'd to (irodiiee and Lr i\e up his

yiiiinLfe-t I'nm-e to her a> a bostage. After that, -he

thre\v i. IT her di.-'_
r ni-e a- a I'rinee and declared her>e|f

tu lie the Kridr of hi.- voiiiiLre-t -on.

The Kiii'_r nou reali/ed the truth of \\hat his ynuiiL'e-t

.-on had said to him. and. lliiiLrin^; him.-elf upon hi.- neck,

-ud: .My dear >on. tlmn diil-t -peak the truth.
'

\\'hat i- lotted can't lie Notted.' Thy bride ha- \\oii

my kingdom for tliee. and it is n lon-j.-r mine to i.
r i\e

away."
l-'roin that time forward the I'rincc and I'rince-- h\rd

happily toLTether and ruled their people \\c|| and \\i-ely.

CENTRA!. r'-i'LATION
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