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TESTIMONIALS. 

WII have been favored with the opportunity of perusing" BLOIs' AlICllEIIT HIS
TOllY," as it was paaalng through the prell. The general plan of the work llrikes us 
most favorably, and we feel a conviction that it will be found, in connection with 
the Chart accompanying it, of great utility in p..-nting clear ideas to the mind, in 
a manner calculated to make them faitbfilJly retained by the memory. Tbe order 
of Wllorical events is clearly presented, and those which are coeval, are happily 
exhibited, to imprell the understanding readily, and the memory durably. 

Much judgment is shown in bringing Ibrward prominent events only, omitting 
those facts which are tri1ling and unimportant, thus giving the leading incidents 
their proper prominence, so appropriate to a teIt-book Ibr Primary Schooll. 

It is an excellent feature of the work, too, that GBOGupuy i. called to the 
aid of History, Without which no clear uotlon of historical events, as connected 
with the places of their occurrence, can be acquired. 

Our favorable impl'ellion of the plan of the work is conlirmed, by seeing it prac
tiea1Iy Illustrated by the AuthOl'ell, in imparting, as a Teacher, upon the same sys
tem, instruction, under which tbe PUpill have made remarkable proficiency in the 
acquisition of historical information. 

We commend this work to the use of Sehooll and Teachers, in the con1idence 
that it will be Ibund an admirable ten-book upon the subject of which it treats. 

P. WHITTLESEY, Vice Chancellor, 
I. P. MACK, City Superintendent Com. Schools, 
A. MANN, County Snperintendent do. 

ROCRII8'I'D, AprlJ 18, 1545. 
HENRY E.ROCBESTEIl, Ez-Supe.tendent do. 

Entered according to the Act of Congr_, in the year 1~, by 
ISAAC MOORE, 

in the Clerk's OftIee of the N ortbern District of N ew-York. 

Printed by Canlleld .. Warren, under the Museum, Rochelter, N.Y. 



PREFACE. 
" 

THE Science of Ancient History, though univel'lllilly considered e_n

lial to a finished education, is atill very imperfectly taught in our Sehoola. 
The difficulty of combining the interest of a consecutive narrative, with 

an intelligent view of contemporaneous events, bIUI proved a serious 
embarrassment to Writerll and Teachers j while Students, lost in the dim 
regions of the Paat, confused with a multiplicity of characters, to which 
they were unable to attach any definite idea, bave thrown down their 

text-books in despair, and turned their attention to lOme more alluring 

plU'IIuit. 

Thia state of things must exist, 80 long as Teacher. attempt to store the 
minds of their Pupils with fact. unconnected by the two atrong aseocia
lions of time and place; 10 long as Author. endeavor to condense the 
events of 6000 years into the apace of one volume j just 10 Ion! will 

History repel, rather than excite, the curiosity or the StMent. 

After years apent in vain endeavors to find lOme system which should 

make the lubject of Chronology more intelligible, it was the privilep of 
the writer to listen to a Lecture which the Rev. Dr. Cox, delivered before 

the "Young Men's Association" of Rochester. In that wture, a 

method of dividing time into periods of 500 years each, WI18 recom
mended; as an aid in arransins hiatorica1 facts. The plan of the sifted 
Lecturer was the germ .hich subsequent experience in teaching devel

oped and expanded, till'the various parts of the present Iystem unfolded 

in such order and proportion, as arrested the attention, and elicited the 

approbation of those best qualified to judge of its power to interest and 

educate the young. 
The Chart which WBI made and named for the pupils of a private 

school-the Book which was taught as fast as written-and the Maps 
which were drawn to illustrate the Course of Empire through the Eqatem 

World-after careful revilion and correction, are now oft"ered to the use 

of the public. 



iv. PREFACE. 

The work hal been compiled from 8tandard authors, and 8ubmitted to 
the criticiml of distinguished individuals; and having already passed 
the test of experience, it is believed that it will prove 8uch:l combina
tion of the chronographical and ethnographical methods, a8 shall make 
Ancient History one of the mOlt agreeable and improving branches of 
education • 

• 

• 



GENERAL PLAN OF THE WORK. 

IT is the plan of this work to consider the History of the 
World, as divided into periods of 1000 years each, four of 
which expired before the commencement of the Christian era. 

These periods are called Millenniums. 
A Class consisting of ten, represents one Millennium-eaeh 

pupil relating from the Chart, the principal events of one cen
tury. The uniform fiowof time is thus clearly presented, 
and contemporaneous events fixed indelibly upon the memory. 

In forming a class, it is proposed that the pupils take the 
names affixed to the right hand of the chart, and always retain 
the places thus indicated. A kind of personal Mnemonics is 
thus formed, by repeated rehearsal, which enables them to de
termine in what century any distinguished individualfiourish
ed. For instance, let it be required to ascertain when Cy
rus the Great lived. In reciting from the chart, Joseph says, 
"Cyrus takes Babylon"-and in Joseph's chapters of Assyria 
and Persia, this transaction is particularly described. Now 
Joseph's centuries are from 3600 to 3500, B. C.; from 2600 
to 2500, B. C. ; from 1600 to 1500, B. C.; and from 600 to 
500, B. C. A moment's refiection would show him, that Cy
rus must have lived in the last of these centuries; and this 
known, the subsequent events assume their chronological order 
in his mind, with the utmost ease. 

Again-let it be required to state how long Rome continued. 
Rome was founded in the middle of Amy's century, and pase
ing Joseph once, its history came to him again, and eDded 
there. From Amy to Amy again, is 1000 years. 1.0_. 
counts another century, and Joseph another, 80 that Rome 
continued 1200 years. These things will be clearly seen, by 
forming the class, and permitting them to number their cen
turies, and repeat the chart. 

The Chart contains the captions of the Chapters; each 
Chapter contains the events of one Century for any particu
lar country, and is named from the scholar who recital tlte 
captions. 



6 OBNEB.A.L PLA.N 01' THE WOU. 
! \ 

The book comprises the histories of Assyria, Egypt, Per- t 
aia, Greece, the four kingdoms formed from the Empire of 
Alexander and Rome. Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome 
were the four" Universal Monarchies ;'-' but as Egypt, owing I 

to its extraordinary fertility and early civilization, was the ( 
parent of the arts and sciences, and the great fountain of 
heathen mythology, its history is introduced in the order of .. 
Chronology. -

The Sacred Scriptures are the only record from which we 
derive our knowledge of the events which transpired before 
the Flood, 80 that the first two Millenniums contain only very 
brief accounts of the Creation, the fall of man, the expulsion ~ 
from Eden, the genealogy of the Antediluvian patriarchs, their -
deaths, the wickedness of the world, and its consequent destruc- oJ 
tion by the deluge, and the various settlements made in Asia, , 
Africa, and Europe, by the descendants of Noah. 

From the Genealogical Tree in the Frontispiece, it will be 
seen that the children of Japheth peopled Europe, and those 
of Shem and Ham, Asia and Africa. 

From the plain of the Euphrates, the" land of Shlnar," 
where the " children of men began to build a city and a tower," 
were the tribes of the earth scattered abroad; from Nineveh 
and Babylon, the most ancient cities, the course of Empire took 
its way in a westerly direction, and it is the business of the 
historian to examine the causes of that luxury and degeneracy, 
which transferred the scep~e of universal rule, successively. 
from the Assyrians to the Persians, from the Pel'!li.ans to the 
Greeks, and from the Greeks to the Romans. 

N. B. An Alphabetical List of the names of individuals 
prOtlDUflCed, will be found in the closing pages of this work, and 
it is proposed that the teacher require the scholar, as an epr
cise mcolJlposition, to write a biography of every important. 
°Qharacter • 

• 



ASSYRIA. 

THE history of the First Aasrrian Empire, is comprised 
within a period of 1460 years; that of the Second within a ~ 
riod of 210 years; 80 that Assyria, commencing about 2200, 
B. C., and ending, 538 B.C., occupies nearly two Millenniums. 

In the year of the World 1656, the Deluge destroyed all 
the inhabItants of the earth, except Noah and his family, and 
the creatures with them in the Ark. The earth lay in its 
shroud of waters one year, according to our computation, and 
when the 1I00d subsided, the Ark rested upon Mount Ararat, in 
Armenia; and Noah, with his wife, his three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japhetb, and their wives, came forth to take p0s
session of the New World. 

It is supposed that Noah migrated to the East, and founded 
the Empire of China, as the Chinese dates agree thereto, and 
no mention is made of him in Scripture, though he lived 350 
years after this event. Nor have we any record of the wan
derings of his 80ns and their descendants, till about 100 years 
after the 1I00d, when we find them engaged in an attempt to 
settle on the banks of the Euphrates, around a city and a 
tower which they united in building, of the bitumin. earth 
with which that c;)untry abounds. Their design was frustrated 
by the confusion of tongues, and thence " they were scattered 
abroad upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to 
build the city." This city was called Babel j and from this 
place as a point, the migrations and Bettlements of the different 
tribes radiated. "Out of that land went forth Asshur and build
ed Nineveh;" Misraim with his adherents found his way to 
Egypt; Canaan settled Phenicia on the eastern coast of the 
Mediterranean; the descendants of Javan migrated to Greece; 
and from Ur of the Chaldees, 200 years later, Abram was called 
to possess the Land of Promise. 

Read Gen. vi. 13; also vii. and vill. entire: xi. 1-10. 
For lettlemenlll of Japbeth, read x. 5. For A.Iayria, lee Gen. It. 8-10. 

For Egypt, lee Gen. x. 13. 



8 ASSYRIA. 

CHAPTER I. 2200. MAlLGAJlBT. 

The first kingdom, of which we have any account, was 
Assyria, founded by Asshur, son ofShem; Nimrod, the grand
son of Ham, not long after, distinguished himself as a "mighty 
hunter," and from subduing the beasts of the field, came 1.0 be 
leader of a tribe which fixed their head quarters at Babel. The 
abandoned city was repeopled, the ancient tower was convert· 
ed into the fane of Belue, and ~n this city, Babylon, rivalled ' 
Nineveh in its extent and beauty • 

.Read Gao. :1:. 11, ill N"meveh. Gen. J:. 9, 10, Cor Nimrod md ~Ioa. 
Where were th-. ... 1 

Here occurs a chasm of great length in the history of .As
syria. 

• • •• • • • • • • 
CHAPTER X. 1800. EMILY. 

Ninua and Semiramis. 

Ninus claimed to be the son of the ~ Belus; but as such 
aasumptiona of divinity were common m thoae early ages, no
thing can be determined as to hia parentage. Ninus ao much 
enlarged and beautified Nineveh, that he ia atyled its founder. 
Thia great city, situated upon the Tigris, was an oblong 
square, 60 miles in circumference; surrounded by walls 100 
feet high, and so thick that three chariots might be driven 
abreast on the top of them. Upon the walls atood 1500 tow· 
ers, eaa8 200 feet in height; and the whole was so atrong as 
to bid defiance to all weapons of warfare' .then known. Ni. 
nus ia said to have spent 17 years in coiiquest, and to have 
extended the bounds of his dominions over the whole of Mid. 
dle Asia. In Bactria he would have suffered defeat, but for 
the counsel and conduct of Semiramia, wife of one of hia of
ficers. He married her after the death of her husband, but 
she could not be satisfied to rule the empire by influencing the 
emperor; she was determined to be absolute sovereign, and 
the doting Ninus having been persuaded to commit to her hands 
the government for five days, she contrived to attach thelrin. 
cipal lords to her interest; and procuring the death 0 her 
husband, possessed herself of the empire. 

Menlion the counlries of Middle Asia, Will Map 1. 



JONAH. o 
SJ:MlILUIIS.-To immortalize her name, Semiramis employ. 

eel 2,000,000 of men in enlarging, fortifying, and bejlutifying 
Babylon. Its walls were not inferior to those of Nineveh; 
its whole area was divided into 676 squares, by the streets which 
crossed each other at right angles; these streets were termi· 
nated at each end by massive gates of brass, overlooked. on 
each side by lofty towers; and the mighty river which rolled 
through the town, W/lS enclosed with walls as strong as those 
which encompassed the city. 

She visited every part of her dominions, and left in fS'Iery 
place monuments of her greatness. The country was rough 
and uncultivated. She hollowed mountains, filled up valleys, 
built aqueducts, leveled roads, and converted the unbroken 
wilderness into fertile plains. She extended her dominions 
beyond Asia even. Ethiopia submitted to her arms, and in 
Africa, she visited the temple of Jupiter Ammon, to inquire 
of the oracle how long she should live. She was answered 
." Till her son conspired against her." On her return, s~e un· 
dertook the conquest of India, but was signally defeated. Her 
son seized upon this occasion to alienate the atrections of her 
people, and this coming to her knowledge, she resigned her 
dominions, and retired to a private station. The Assyrian. 
worshipped her under the form of the white dove. 

Trace Sem1ramia from Babylon to Echiop~ Iacl1a. 

CHAPTER XI. 1200.-MARGARET. 
I 

Ninyas, son of Ninus and Semiramis, having thus gained 
poeaession of the throne, gave himself up to a life of seclusion 
and pleasure. Here occurs another chasm in the history of 
Aasyria, during whicJt it is supposed the empire was broken, 
or of very little consequence. 

• • • • • • 
CHAPTER XIV.- 900. FRANCES. 

According to chronologe~ Jonah preached to the inhabit· 
ants of Nineveh, 862, B. C., and by historians Pul is suppo
sed to have been the king who averted the threatened judgment 
by ·repentance. 

Read Jonah iii. ent.inl, and iv. 11. 



10 ASSYRIA. 

CHAPTER XV. 800. AMT. 

Sardanapalus was the last king of the First Assyrian Em
pire. His vices and follies alone rescue his name from obliv. 
ion. A monument found by Alexander, in Cilicia, proves 
that he must have made an expedition to Western Asia; but 
the greatest part of his time was spent in his seraglio, spin. 
ning with the women, or imitating their habits of dress and 
conversation. His effeminate manners rendered him con· 
temptible; and Arbaces, a Median governor, with Belesis, the 
most distinguished member of the Chaldean sacerdotal college, 
conspired against him, and collected a numerous force to de. 
throne him. Sardanapalus quitted for awhile his voluptuous 
retreat, and appeared at the head of his armies. He was 
beaten and besieged in the city of Ninus, two years. At last, 
finding all was lost, he erected a throne of his treasures, col. 
lected his women about him, and having set fire to the palace, 
perished with them in the flames. Thus ended the First As
syrian Empire, 1450 years after its founding by Nimrod: 
The conspirators seized upon the government, and divided it 
between tliem, whence arose two kingdoms. 

T1&e Auyria1l8 of NineoeA ruled 1 & S The BabyloniaA A,. 
. by ArOOceB, 5 ~ ,yria1l8 by Belelil. 

B. C. 747. 
Arba.ces took up his residence at Belesis took up his resi· • 

Nineveh, and reigned there under the dence at Babylon. With 
name. of Ninus the Younger. He his reign began the fa
iacaIled,in scriptu:re, Tiglath-pileser. mouseraof Nabonassar, 
He took the city of Damascus and according to Berosus, in 
put an end to the Syrian kingdom, this manner: "Nabo
which had long vexed the Jews, and nassar, having collected 
he made Abaz kin~ of Judah pay the acts of his pledeces
dearly for being delivered from his sora, destroyed them, in 
troublesome neighbors. order that the computa. 
~ I Kinga, :lVi. 7--9. IA xvii. 1-3. tion of the reigns of the 

Amot, 1. 3, 4. Chaldean kings might be 
made from himself." It 
began the year Feb. 26, 
747, B. C. 



BABYLON SUBDUED. 11 

Tite tfDO ii,.,doru rHRiUd. 
B. C. 718. .8a1m lDuer. JlerocIaeh BaJadaD. 

Salmanaser, lIOn of Ninus II., be- This prince sent to 
sieged Samaria three years, and after congratulate Hezekiah 
the people had suffered every hard. upon his recovery from 
ship, took the city and carried the in. sickness, and to inquire 
habitants captive, 250 years after about the shadow's going 
the revolt of ISI'a81 from Judah, 721. back upon the dial of 

Read 2 ~ xvii. 1-7. Lev. uvi. 32,33, Abu, for the Chaldeans 
and Dell&. uvili.. 36. 

were great astronomers. 
B. C. 717. S8DD8Cherib. They had records in their 

Sennacherib exacted a tribute of city of observations made 
Hezekiah' and not content with "all 1500 years before, or 
the ~ of the house of the about .the time of the 
Lord, and of the king's house," in. confuslon?f tongues. 
aded J d ·th I . B Read 2 Kinp, xx. 11-15. 

V U ea WI a arge anny. y Trace &he amliaUadon from 
his emissaries he insulted the already Babylon 10 Jmualam. 
humbled, Jews, and blasphemed a- • 
gainst the God of heaven' but Heze- Of the succeedmg 
kiah spread his impious ietter before kings ?f Babylon, w,e 
the LOrd, ond received assurances of know bttle, except their 
divine protection. That night the names. 
destroying angel was sent fo~ into 
the camp of the Assyrians, .and 
185,000 of Sennacherib's host slept 
the sleep of death. Filled with shame 
and rage, the impious king returned 
to Nineveh, where two of his own 
lIOns cqnspired against him and slew. 
him. 

Read 2 KiDp niii. 13-10, and Us. 8-37. 
B. C. 710. Esarhaddon, his son, 

reigned in his stead. 

CHAPTER XVII. 700. LOUISA. 

EIarbaddoD, Nebuchadneuar I., SaracUB, and Nabopolauer. 

Esarhaddon, perceiving that. Babylon was filled with anar· 
chy, took advantage of the times to reduce it to its former 
subjeetion. Thus he re-united the Assyrian Empire, B. C. 
680. 



1~ A$.SYRIA. 

He planted strangers in the land of Israel, . who were the 
progenitors of the Samaritans. In his reigll, Manasseh was 
carried to Babylon, where he remained ill captivity 12 years. 

How long did Babylon exist .. a leparate kingdom 1 
Trace 'he Itraager& from Nineveh \0 Samaria. 
Read 2 Kinr xvii. 2~. and Ez. iv. 2-10. 

B. C. 669. Nebuchadnezzar I. 

In the days of this king, several tributary princes revolted, 
and he was involved in a war with the Medes. 

Read Phraortee, in Louiea's chap. of Penia. 
Trace Nebucbadnezzar from Nineveh \0 lWedia. 

B. C. 648. Saracus. 

This monarch resembled Sardanllpalus in his taste and pur. 
suits. The general of his army, Nabopolassar, having the 
burden ofstateaffairs to sustain, thought himself more worthy 
of the throne than his effeminate monarch. He accordingly 
formed an alliance with Cyaxares, king of Media, to dethrone 
the last of the race of Arbaces. With their joint forces they 
besieged Saracus in Nineveh, and finally gained possession of 
the place, and slew the monarch. After this the glory of 
Nineveh faded, and Babylon, its ancient rival, became the 
most famous city in the world. 

Read Nahum. cbap. iii. • 

B. C. 626. NabopolUlar. \he Cbaldean. 

Nabopolassar, having thus acquired sovereign power, com· 
menced a new dynasty" under which Assyria reached its great
est glory, and fell to rise no more. By his warlike exploits 
he roused the jealousy of all his neighbors; Nacho, ldng of 
Egypt, marched to the Euphrates to stop his conquests, Syria 
and Palestine revolted, and he found himself in his old age, 
surrounded by enemies. I~ this emergency he thought proper 
to invest his son Nebuchadbezzar with a share in the govern
ment. The youn~ prince proved himself worthy of his father's 
confidence. He mvaded Palestine, took Jehoiakim, and car· 
ried him captive to Babylon, with numerous yooDg persons of 
the royal family, among whom ;were Daniel and the three chilo 
dren, Shadrach, Meshach rind Abednego. 

This event took place in the 4th year of Jehoiakim, B. C. 606. 
Read 2 Kinge Div. 47. and II Cbron. uxvi. 6.7. Dan. i. I. 2. Jer. mi. I, 

~.26. 



NEBUCBADNEZZAR. 13 

CHAPTER XVIII. 600. Joe.PR. 

NebuchadDenar, Evll-Merodach, NeregliAar, Laboroeoarchod, and Bel-
1Ihauar. ANJria becom .. a Peniul Province. 

In 599; Nebuchadnezzar fought a great battle with Necho, 
and entirely defeated him. In the beginning of his reign, he 
had a remarkable dream, which, as interpreted by Daniel, con· 
tained the history of all succeeding ages. 

By his officers Jehoiachin was depoSed, and Zedekiah placed 
upon the throne of David, but he also rebelled against the 
king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar went in person to punish 
the treachery of Zedekiah. He besieged Jerusalem two years, 
and when all the bread was spent in the city, the men of war 
attempted to flee by the way of the plain, but were captured 
by the hosts of Chaldea. The Holy and Beautiful house built 
by Solomon, perished in the conflagration of the city, and all 
the precious things of the sanctuary, together with the king 
and his nobles, were carried to Babylon, B.C. 588. 

Read 1 Kinp div. 10-20; DV. I-a,( awl 1 Cbr. xxxvi. 9-11. Read 
Jor.lii.4-11. , 
Taldlll or Four years after, Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre, a 

Tyre. strongly fortified and opulent city of Phenicia, "the 
Queen of the sea, whose merchants were princes, and whose 
nobles were among the honorable of the earth." Here for 
thirteen years his troops suffered incredible hardships, so that 
"every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled," 
and when the place finally surrendered, the exhausted besieg
ers found no treasure within its walls to reward their labors ; 
the inhabitants having removed their principal effects to an 
island about half a mile distant, where in a short time a new 
city arose which far eclipsed the glory of the old. 

Read Es. xxix. 18-20 awl la. xxiii. 5-9, 11, 13-

CoIIq_ Nebuchadnezzar then turned himself upon Egypt, 
ofERYPC. which was at that time suffering from intestine com
motions. 

Amasis and Apries, having divided the people by a contest 
for the throne, no effectual resistance was offered to the inva
ders. "The good of all the lana of Egypt was before them," 
and they spared nothing. With the spoil of the splendid tem
ples of Api&, and the wealth of the conquered people, the 
great king returned to Babylon, having rendered the country 
tributary, and made Amasis his deputy. 

Read I •• 1iL1, 4, 17,22,23. Jer. x1~i. 13, 15~ 96. Ez. xxx. 10, 13, 24-24. 



14 ASSYRIA. 

Babylon. N ebuchadnezzar was now sole IDonarch of ChaIdea, 
Assyria, Syria, Arabia, Palestine, Egypt, and Ethiopia. He 
married Amyit, princess of Media, who rivalled Semiramis in 
the splendid works with which she beautified the city of Baby
lon. A bridge 5 furlongs in length spannfld the Euphrates, 
and tetminated at each end in a palace of vast dimensions. 
The old palace on the east side of the river was nearly 4 miles 
in circumference, but the new palace surrounded with three 
walls, one within another, was 7 miles in compass. In the last 
palace were the HANGING gardens, built by Amyit to resemble 
the woody country of ~edia. Arches were mised on arches 
till they reached the hei~ht of the walls ; the ascent was from 
terrace to terrace by staus ten feet wide. On the top of the 
arches were first placed large dat stones, then a layer of reeds, 
then bricks closely cemented together, and then thick sheets of 
lead upon which lay the mould of the garden so deep, that trees 
of the largest size might take root in it ; and beneath their shade 
were plants and dowers of the greatest beauty, and most ex
quisite perfume. An engine at the top drew up the waters of 
the river and scattered them in showers over the gardens, and 
in the spaces between the arches magnificent apartments were 
fitted up, commanding a delightful prospect of artificial bills 
and forests, streams and fountains. Near the centre of the 
city stood the 

TEMPLE 01' BELUS.-This was a circular building, of eight 
stories, diminishing upwards ~ the height of 600 feet. The 
wealth of this temple, in statues, tables, censers, cups, and 
other implements of massy gold, was almost incredible. One 
!lDcient writer makes it amount to $100,000,000. On the sum
mit was an observatory, from which the Chaldean astrolo
gers watched the motions of the stars, and made those cp.l
culations which Calisthenes transcribed and sent to Aristotle. 

Nebuchadnezzar,!roud of the mighty realm which owned 
his sway, and prou of the magnificent city which he had 
enriched with the spoils of Nineveh, Jerusalem and Egypt, 
refused to liSten to the warnings of that Daniel who had made 
him acquainted with the div.ine will. But in the very hour 
"when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in 
pride," he was seized with a kind of madness and driven from 
his throne to dwell with the beasts of the field. At the end of 
seven years, his reason returned to him, his kingdom was re
stored, and excellent majesty was added unto him. He reign
ed 43 years. Read Dan. iv. 30-36. 

Trace the C~dean lIJ1Ilie8 to Jeranlem, to Tpe. to Es1PL 



BELSHA.ZZA.R. 1& 
B. C. 561. E'riI·lIIeaodach. 

Evil.Merodaeh, son of Nebuchadnezzar, was a gentle and 
weak prince, unfitted to govern the vast empire left to his 
care. He was dethroned after two years by Nereglilar, hie 
sister's husband. 

Reed I KiDp, DV. 17-30. 

B. C. 560. Neregliaar. 

If the succe. of N ereglissar bad equalled his ambition, As
syria would have had little cause to lament the change in ad
ministration; but endeavoring to extend his dominions, he 
periled all. After ma,lting alliance with Crmsus, king of 
Lydia, he declared war against the Medea, but was slain in the 
first battle. 

His son Labo1'0808i1'Chod, the man with the long name, the 
wicked life and short reign, succeeded him. Nine months his 
subjects bore with his impious cruelty, and then put bim to 
death. 

B. C. 565. Bellbuzar. 

While the contest with the Medes was still undecided, and 
the Assyrians were lost in luxury, the sceptre descended to the 
weak hands of Belshazzar, grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Tbe war with Cyrus, and the danger of his kingdom, could 
not draw him away from bis pleasures. His armies and allies 
were defeated, and finally Babylon alone, of all his vast d0-
minions, held out against the conqueror. For two years, this 
city was closely invested; yet such was the strength of its for. 
tifications-such the quantities of provisions stored in its gra
naries, and afforded by its gardens-that the Assyrians, think. 
ing themselves secure, ridiculed the besiegers from the walls, 
and defied them from their impregnable towers. 
Taking of N ebuchadnezzar, in repairing the walls of tbe Eu· 
Babylon. phrates, hajl made a great lake to receive the waters 
of the river, and had secured its entrance with strong dykes. 
Cyrus having learned that on a certain day a grand festival 
was to be celebrated, sent a party of soldiers to break down 
the dam and let the waters flow away from their accustomed 
cbannel; then dividing the rest of his army, he stationed one 
part at the place where the river entered the city, and the 
other where it came out, with orders to enter the channel as 
soon as the water was fordable,- and approach each other. 
Thedykes were broken down; and the waters filling the lake, 
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and the trench of ciremnvallation which the Persians had 
spent the two years in digging, the bed of the mighty stream 
was left nearly dry. About Dl~ht, the army of Cyrus 
passed under the walls, and proce silently along the chan
nel to a point near the centre of the great palace ; that palace 
in which Belshazzar, surrounded by his drunken lords, was 
listening with quaking heart to Daniel's interpretation of the 
hand-writing on the wall. 

The brazen gates leading to the river had been left unfast
ened, the guards partaking in the negligence and disorder of 
the night, offered but a feeble resistance, and the city was 
filled with the enemy, before the doomed inhabitants awoke 
from their fancied security. Belshazzar was slain at the door 
of his palace, and Babylon fell into the hands of Cyrus, B. 
C. 038. Thus ended the Second Assyrian Empire, 210 years 
after its founding by Arbaces. Assyria then became a Persian 
province • 
• Read Jer.l'}l 3. 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 29, 35, 31?0 :rt, 38, 41,42, 43, «i Jer. 

h. 1-14, 28, W, 31,32, 39, 5!i-!i8 ; Dan..,.. enure. 

The Chaldean D)'II8ItJ or Asayria. 

Nabopolassar, 

Nebuchadnezzar the Great, 

Evil-Merodach, 

Belshazzar. 
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Egypt, in eommenciDg wilb MiBraim, 2188. B. 2~1.and euding wilb P_eDi
taa, 5i5, B. C. CODIinaed 1_ yean. 

PRELI1IrIINARY CHAPTER. 

EGyPT, one of the moat celebrated spots on tbe face of the 
globe, occupies the north-eastern comer of Africa, lying be
tween the Mediteranean sea on the nortb, and Nubia OD the 
south; and between the Red Sea on the east, and the deserts 
on the west. It is about 600 miles long, and 350 broad; but 
its most interesting portion is a vale, varying in width from 
15 to 20 miles on each side of the Nile. This majestic river, 
tbe source of its wea1thand fertility, rises in the mountains of 
Abyssinia, and running nearly parallel to the Red Sea, emp
ties into the Mediterranean by seven different mouths. It ne
ver rains in Egypt, but the want of showers is abundantly 
supplied by the annual overflowing of the Nile, which, bring
ing down the precious mud from the mountains, deposits it up
on the earth, and imparts to it a richn688 greater than is found 
in the soil of any other country. Ancient Egypt, in fact, 
unlike every other country on the globe, brought forth its 
produce independent of the seasons and the skies; and while 
continued drought in the neighboring countries brought one 
season of scarcity after another, the granaries of Egypt were 
always full. Its early settlement and civilization were doubt-
1688 owing to tbese favorable circUlDltanees. 

Boond Egypt. 

No part of ancient bistory is more obscure, and uncertain, 
than that of Egypt. That it was peopled in the earliest ages, 
its monuments most fully prove; but the traditions and records, 
preserved by its priests, are so beclouded with fabulous b0ast
ing, that it is impossible to separate the true from the falae. 

According to the religious legends presened in volumes of 
papyrus, ana shown to Herodotus when he visited Egypt, the 
deities "themselves first ruled the country. To them sUCCeeded 
a race of demi-gods, of which Osiris was the head. Next 
followed a dynasty of kings, composed of real flesh and blood, 
of whom Menes was the first. This Menes, they aid, comple
ted the work of the gods, by perfecting the arts of life, and 

s 
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dictating to men the laws he had received f1'.9Dl the skies. 
Though many new rites were added in after ages, yet to him 
Egypt owed its peculiar religious institutions, and general plan 
of animal worship. Osiris the sun, and Isis the moon, were 
the principal objects of adoration; Osiris dwelling in the body 
of the bull Apia, and Isis existing under several mystic forms. 
Magnificent temples were erected to their honor, and nume
rous ceremonies were performed before them. If Apis lived 
25 years, he was drowned in 0. sael'ed fountain; if he died 
before that period, all Egypt went into mourning, and this 
mourning continued till a new Apis was found. The deceased 
animal was embalmed in the most costly manner, and buried 
with such pomp, tbat on one occasion the funeral expenses 
amounted to a sum equal to to5,OOO. The priests then tra
versed the whole land in quest of a successor. He must be 
a calf of a perfectly black color, with 0. square white spot in 
the forehead, the figure of an eagle upon the back, a crescent 
on the side, and a beetle on the tongue. These marks were 
of course produced by the contriYaDce of the priests; but the 
peeple, supposing them to be indubitable evidences that he con
tained the soul of Osiris, were filled with the greatest joy when 
he was brought in triumph.to Memphis. Here in his splendid 
temple, "the walls of which shone with gold and silver, and 
sparkled with the gems of India and Ethiopia," he was served 
by a whole college of priests, who fed him from golden dishes, 
and attended him with the utmost care. 

The annual festival of Apia began with the rising of the 
Nile, and presented for seven days a scene of nninterrupted 
rejoicing. The god was then displayed to the view of the peo
ple, covered with embroidered cloths of the finest texture, and 
surrounded by a whole troop of boys, singing songs in his 
praise. 

Read Ez. xuii. 1~, 18, 19. 

Many other animals were also esteemed deities. The dog, 
the wolf, the hawk, the crocodile, and the cat, were popular 
divinities, and he who killed one of them, even by accident, 
waa punished with death. At the decease of a cat, every 
inmate of the family cut off his eye-brows; but when a dog 
died, the whole heaa was shaven. It was customary for Egyp
tian soldiel'8 to return after long expeditions, bringing with 
them the bodies of theee animals which they had found on their 
journey, and embalmed with supel'8titious care. 
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. They also worshiped certain portions of the vegetable king-
doms, whence the poet took occasion to winze them : 

II But should )'ouleeka or onions eat, no time 
Would e:lpiate the sacnlegious crime; 
Religiou natioaB, aura and blest abod.., 
Wh8re every orchard ia o'emJn withJOCla!" 

Among the institutions of Egypt, none exercised a more im
portant influence on the character of the nation, than the di
vision of the people into tribes, or castes. The son was obli
ged by the customs of the country, to follow the trade of his 
father; so that prie8ts, ",arrior8, herdsmen, and trader8, were 
always distinct classes. 

. According to the Egyptian ~octrine of transmigration, the 
soul of man was destined to pass through the bodies of different 
animals, and at the end of 3000 years, to return and inhabit 
11 human form : but the cycle could not commence till the body 
began to perish; hence, say many historians, arose the prac
tice of embalming the dead. The greatest attention was be
stowed upon this work, 'which was enforced by severe and sacred 
laws. Many hands were employed in the ceremony; some, 
drew the brain through the nostsils; others, opened the side and 
took out all the softer parts of the body; others, then filled 
the cavities with spices and drugs. After a certain time the 
body was wrapped in fine linen, dipped in gum, and impreg
nated with perfumes; finally it was delivered to the relatives, 
who put it in an open chest, and placed it upright against the 
wall of a sepulchre. The chains of rocky mountains which 
bounded the valley of the Nile,· were formed into vast cata
combs, and fitted up with chambers for the repose of the dead. 
The tomb was always prepared for the husband and his wife. 
Whoever died first was deposited there, or kept' embalmed in 
the house till the decease of the other. The upper rooms of 
the tombs were ornamented with paintings and sculptured 
figures representing the Egyptians, in all the occupations of 
every-day life. All the operation.s of agriculture-plowing, 
sowing, and reaping; all the employments of the housewife 
-spinning, weaving, sewing, washing, dressing; all the me
chanic arts; all the amusements of the people, even the very 
balls and dolls, with which the children played, are still to be 
seen portrayed with striking fidelity and distinctness, in these 
stupendous palaces of th~ dead. 

In one painting is represented the judgment of a wicked 
• See Map No. 3. 
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soul, condemned to return to the earth in the form of a pig, 
after having been weighed in the scales before Osiris, and found 
wanting. It is placed in a boat, and, attended by two mon
keys, is dismissed from heaven, and all communication with 
that delightful place, cut off by a man who hews away 
the ground behind it with an axe. 

The sacred rites of sepulture could not be conferred even 
upon kings, until the dead had been solemnly judged by a tri
bunal appointed for the purpose, and declared worthy to enter 
the abodes of the blessed. 

All the ancient kinr of Egypt are called in Scripture. Pha
raoh. In the time 0 the Pharaohs, Egypt was divided into 
the Thebais, or Upper Egypt; Middle; and Lower Egypt. 
Lower Egypt extended from the Mediterranean to the place 
where the Nile began to branch off; and Middle Egypt ex
tended from that place to Thebes, nearly where the Upper 
Portion commenced, and reached to Nubia. The pyramids 
are all situated on the west side of the Nile, and extend in a 
direction nearly parallel to it, for about 70 miles. Their vast 
antiquity, their amazing magnitude, and the mystery which 
envelops their history, render them objects of intense interest. 

CHAPTER I. 2200. MARGARBT. 

Menea or Miaraim tbunda Egypt, B. C. 2188. 

After the confusion of tongues at Babel, the sons of Noah 
separated into different parts of the world. Ham had fOUl" 
children, three of whom settled in Africa. Misraim the se
cond son founded Egypt, and all historians agree in consider
ing him the Menes of the Egyptian priests. He is supposed 
to nave founded Memphis, by digging II. new channel for the 
Nile, and laying the foundations within its ancient bed. Many 
of its ruins have served as materials for building Cairo, but a 
sufficient number remain to excite our admiration or the won
derful skill of the Egyptians in architecture. In the 12th cen
tury, these ruins extended half a day's journey in every direc
tion, but now there are only scattered fragments of idols 40 
feet high, and blocks of granite enclosed in rubbish, to inter
est the antiquary. 

RMd Gen. ~ 6. In which clivWon of Egyp\ was Memphis 1 
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CHAPTER n. 2100. MARY. 

BIUin. and Osymandiaa. 

Busiris built Thebes, the city of an hundred gatee, from 
each of .. hich issued, upon state occasions, 200 chariots and 
10,000 fighting men. It is now called Said, and lies magnifi
cent in ruins; its fallen columns and mouldering temples, emi
nently beautiful even in the midst of decay. The sculptured 
figures, which ornamented gates, and walls, and capitals, show 
the perfection of Egyptian art; even the colors of the paint
ings in its deserted palaces are undimmed by the hand of 
time; so happily did the Egyptians stamp immortality upon 
their works. 

In what pan or Egypt waa Thebes, and what is known or Said 1 

OSYMANDIAS.-Diodorus gives a description of many beau
tiful edifices erected by this king. One was adorned with a 
sculptured representation of his expedition into Asia. Ano
ther temple contained a magnificent library, the oldest men
tioned in history. The Egyptians used hieroglyphicaI writing, 
and their records were preserved, not only by inscription upon 
monuments, but in books made of the leaves of the papyrus. 
This library was called" the offlce or treasury for the diseases 
of the soul." The life of Osjrmandias was such as secured 
to him a distinguished sepulchre. It was encomp8lBed with a 
circle of gold, 865 cubits in circumference, omaroeDted with 
figures showing the rising and setting of the heavenly bodies ; 
for so early as this, the Egyptians had divided the year into 
12 months of 30 days each, &nd every year added 5 days to 
bring the sun to the equinoctial points. Champollion thinks 
the splendid ruins of the Memnonium in Thebes are the re
mains of this 10mb, as the statue of Osymandias is still to be 
seen in them, though shattered into a thousand pieces. 

Wha is IlillUllypbieal writing, and what is pepyrua1 

CHAPTER III. 2000. HENIlT. 

Uehorell8. Moen.. 
Uchoreus raised a very high mole to protect Memphis from 

the inundations of the Nile, and fortified the city otherwise 
in so impregnable a manner, that it was ever afterwards the key 
of that river. 

Moeris made the famous lake which bears his name. The 
3· 



EGYPT. 

object of this wonderful excavation W8.!I to regulate the inun
dations of the Nile. It was joined to the river by a canal; in 
its centre were two pyramids upon which the rise of the water 
was marked; when it rose above the usual point it flowed off 
into the lake, and when it did not reach so high, the deficiency 
was supplied from the lake. 

CHAPTER IV. 1900 FRANCES. 

Shepherd Kinga conquer Egypt. 

Some time in this century, Egypt was invaded by people 
from Arabia, called Shepherd Kings. Every place yielded to 
these fierce barbarians, who, having taken Memphis and forti
fied Pelusium, organized the government to suit themselves, 
and founded On, or Heliopolis, theCityof the Sun. Another 
race might have reigned at Thebes during the same time, for 
the state of Egypt was one of anarchy and confusion during 
this period. 

Trace \he ShepherdS from Arabia to Egypt. 
Where is Peluaium, and where is Heliopo\ia '1 

CHAPTER V. 1800. AMY. 

"-Ph lOW Iato EppL 
It was in the days of the Hyaoos, or Sheph8ld Kin88t that 

Joseph was sold into Egypt. To connect him with the high
est tribe or family, and so CODBtitute him a governor, he was 
lIlIUTied to the daughter of Potiphera, priest of the Sun. 

Read Gen. znvii.13--M i xli. 41-46, 11110 L ft-16.. 

CHAPTER VI. 1700. LOUISA. 

Scatue of Memnon erected. 

Among the ruins of Thebes is the statue of Memnon, an im. 
age of the Sun-king, cut out of the solid rock. It was said to 
pet the rising of the god of day with a musical sound ra
lembling the tone of a harp. 

This work was ascribed to Amenophis II. 

CHAPTER VII. 1600. JOSEPH. 

llrael 0ppl"eued. 

Ramaees Miamun, was the king that so cruelly oppressed 
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the Israelites. They built for him the treasure cities or RalDa
see and Pithom. 

Bead Ex. i. ~1l. 

CHAPTER VIII. 1500. ANN. 

Amenopbi& S--m.. 
Amenophis III, is the prince who it is supposed endured the 

ten plagues, and perished in the Red Sea. 
Diodorus says: "A tradition has been transmitted through 

the whole nation, that once an extraordinary ebb dried up the 
waters of the Red Sea, so that its bottom was seen, and almost 
immediately after a violent flow brought back the waters to 
their accustomed channel." 

Read Ex. vii. 20,21; viii. 6, 17,24; iJ:. 6, 10, Ii,~; x. I3-I5,22,II3;J:ll. 
19-38. 

Read Ex. xiv. 9--81; xix. 1,2-
Trace the Iaraelitea from Succoth to Pihabiroth, to Sinai. 

SZSOSTRIs.-Thoughmuch dispute prevails amongtheleam
ed, as to the time in which Sesostris flourished, yet the numer
ous monuments inscribed to him, prove him to have been some
thing more than a fabulous personage. In the temp~es of 
southem Ipsambul, in the ruins of Thebes and Memphis, his 
statues appears tamped, (Champollion uaerts,) with the reality 
of portraiture. In almost every temple up to the confines or 
Ethiopia, his deeds and triumphs are wrought in relief and 
painting. The greater part of, the cele:hrated obelisks bear 
his record; one side of Cleopatra's needle is occupied with 
his deeds, and his legends clothe 'with interest the stupendous 
ruins of LUlI:or and Camac. . The beet authorities make him 
the son of Amenophis, and date his reign from the Exodus, 
1491 B. C. . 

His father, by the Q.uthority of an oracle, as the Egyptians 
say, formed the design of making his son a conqueror. For 
this purpose all the male childrenbom on the same day with 
Sesostris, were brought to court and educated with him. Their 
common exercise was hunting, and they were never suffered 
to ea.t till they had run a race either on foot or on horseback. 
The energies of their bodies were thus developed, and the am· 
bition to excel in courage and skill, was constantly c'herished. 

The enmity still prevalent against the H yscos, he turned to 
his own account, and in the lire time of his father, pursued the 
remnants of the hated race into Arabia. The success of thi& 
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expedition stimulated him to still greater efforts ; Libya, so 
celebrated for its burning deserts and fiery serpents, was over
run and subdued by the young prince and his companions. 
Upon the death of his father, he entered upon his great work, 
the Conquest of the World! 

Before leaving home, he made it his care to gain the hearts 
of his people by his justice and generosity, and to attaCh his 
soldiers to his person by all the ties of affection and interest. 

He di vided the country into 36 districts, or nomi, and bestow
ed them upon persons of merit and fidelity. His troops, com
manded by 1700 officers, (most of whom had been educated 
with him,) when drawn out in battle array, covered a space 
of more than 200 acres. His chariots and horsemen issuing 
from the gates of Thebes, filled all the plain, and leaving the 
fertile vale of the Nile, they entered upon the mountainoWl 
country of Ethiopia. He conquered even the Southern Ethio
pians, and forced them to pay a tribute of ebony, gold, and 
elephant's teeth. In the Nubian temples, representations of 
his numerous victories, line the walls. One of them shows 
the conqueror slanding among huge logs of ebony· and golden 
hJgots, while a vanquished queen and her children stretch out 
their hands to him as if imploring mercy. 
With the aid of a fleet which he fitted out, the islands and 

cities upon the Red Sea were subdued; on the height over
looking the narrow strait of Babelmandel, one of his columns 
was erected. Following the track of ancient commerce, he 
entered Asia and subdued the countries even beyond the Ganges. 
Thence it is supposed he marched in a westerly direction; for 
history states that he left an Egyptian colony in Colchis, 
where they were long after known by their swarthy complex
ions, frizzly hair, and peculiar customs. In every country 
that he conquered, he set up pillars with this inscription : 
f' Sesostris, kingofkings, and lord oflords, subdued this country 
by the power of his arms. " Herodotus found in Asia Minor 
two statues of Sesostris, one near Ephesus, the other on the 
road between Smyrna and Sardis; they were five palms high, 
armed with a javelin and bow, after the Egyptian manner. A 
line drawn from one shoulder to the other, bore this inscrip
tion: "This region I obtained by these my shoulders." Cer
tain monuments show also that he entered Thrace, and bounded 
his conquests by the Ganges and the Danube-but we must 
not forget that conquest was, in those early ages, but little 
else than a forced march through primitive forests, inhabited 
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byacattered tribes, unacquainted with the stratagems of war, 
and accustomed to fly with their flocks and herds at the ap
proach of an invading foe. The want of provisions for his 
anny, the difficulty of the passes, and intelligence oftreal!on in 
Egypt, induced him to return home after he had borne. the 
sword of conquest up and down the world for nine years. He 
took no pains to preserve his acquisitions. True, he was laden 
with the spoils of the vanquished, and followed by a countless 
multitude of mourning captives, but he left the countries he had 
depopulated, and the cities he had pillaged, to recover at leisure 
from those desolations which had covered bis name with glory. 

He rewarded his officers and soldien with a munificence 
truly royal, and employed the.repose of peace in raising works 
calculated both to enrich Egypt and immortalize his own name. 
He raised a number of lofty mounds on which cities were built 
where the people might retire with their flocks during the in
undations of the Nile. He fortified the whole coast from 
Pelusium to Heliopolis to prevent any future invasion of the 
Hyecos. He erected a temple in every city of Egypt and 
raised gigantic statues representing himself, his wife, and his four 
8OD& 1n all these stUpend9us works, captives only were employ
ed, and he caused to beinscribeci on the temples : "Noone native 
labored hereon." The kings and chiefs of conquered nations, 
came at stated times to do honor to their victor, and to pay the ac
customed tribute. On certain occasions he is said to have un
harnessed his horses, and yoking kin~ together, made them 
draw his chariot. At length this mIghty monarch lost his 
sight, and rather than endure the loneliness of old age in dark
ness, he put an end to his own life. 

Trace S8IIOatria' whole courae, and mention the modem names of the 
countries duougb which he pueed. 

CHAPTER IX. 1400. SARAH. 

In this century and a great part of the next, occurs one of 
those chasms so frequent in Egyptian history. 

CHAPTER X. 1300. EMILY. 
Pro&eWl. 

Four years before the close of this centurr, P'?teus be~ 
• to reign in Egypt. From a custom of adorrung his head WIth 

reprtlll8ntations of animals, yegetables, or even burning incense, 
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arose the fable of Protean j0rm8, so often quoted among the 
Greeks. Homer calls him a sea-god, and says that, when 
caught by Menelaus he turned into a lion, a serpent, a tree, &c. 

CHAPTER XI. 1200. MARGARET. 

Cheops. Cephreuius. 

The Proteus spoken of in the former chapter, received Paris 
and Helen when on their way from Sparta to Troy, and erect· 
ed a temple to Venus, the stranger. His nUQlerous forma may 
signify the duplicity of his character. 

CHEops.-Cheops, a most wicked ahd oppressive monarch, 
built the pyramid which bears )lis name. Ten years were 
spent in preparing for the work, and twenty more in erecting 
it. It stands a little south of Cairo, and lifts its head about 46 
feet higher than S1. Peter's at Rome. On its side was an in. 
scription which the priests told Herodotus was an account of 
$1,700,000 expended merely in furnishing the workmen with 
leeks and onions. 

CEPHRENIUS.-This monnreh was also a monster of wicked· 
ness. By his exactions and oppressions he incurred the hatred 
of his subjects, and filled Egypt with mourning. 

CHAPTER XII. 1100. MARY. 
Mycerinus. Asychia. ' . 

Mycerinus, "the peaceful," was as remarkable for his jus
tice and moderation, as his predecessors had been for their ex. 
tortion and excess. He built the third pyramid. It was small. 
er than the others, but equally expensive, being faced halfway 
up with Ethiopian marble. The gooclness of this monarch 
did not exempt him from calamity. The death of .his only 
darling daughter, clouded his life with sorrow. He ordered ex. 
traordinary honors to be paid to her memory; exquisite odors 
were burned at her tomb by day, and a lamp illuminated it by 
night. Having reigned for no great length of time, he was 
informed by an oracle that he was destinecf to die in six years. 
On complaining because he, a pious prince, was not allowed a 
long reign, while his father and grand.father, who had injured 
men and despised the gods, had each reigned half a century, 
he was told that his short life was the direct consequence of his 

, piety; for the fates had decreec! that Egypt should be afflicted 
for the space of150 years, and as he h8.d not proved a minis-
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tar of vengeanee. he must give place to one less inclined to 
mildness arid lenity. 

ASYCRIs.-Thisking, during a acareity of money, enacted a 
law permitting any man to borrow money, by giving in pledge 
the body of his father; but in case he afterwards refused to 
pay the debt, he should neither be buried in the same place 
with his father, nor in any other, nor have the liberty of bury
ing the dead bodies of any of his friends, who for want of the 
sacred rites would not be permitted to enter the peaceful realm 
ofOairis. 

One of hie immediate SUooeBllOl'S WIUI the king who gave his 
daughter in marriage to Solomon. 

Read emlialmiDg In Prelimillary Chapter. 
Read 1 KiDp, iL 16, IN ; and I Chron. "iii. 11. 

CHAPTER XIII. 1000. HENlLY. 

Shiahak. Zerah. 

Shiahak wlUlthe Pharaoh that reigned in Egypt when Jero
boam fled thither to avoid the wrath of Solomon. 

In the reign of Rehoboam the same Shishak invadQd Pales
tine, seized upon all the strongest cities of Judah, penetrated as 
far as J eruaalem, plundered "the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, andtheking's house," and carried away "the shields of 
of gold which Solomon had made." 

Read 1 KiDp, U. 40 ; and lIiv. 15, 16. ~. . 

ZJ:uH.-Zerah, king of Ethiopia and Egypt, made war upon 
ABa, king of Judah, with an army far superior to the whole 
number of Jews, women and children inclusive; but he was de
feated and obliged to retire in haste to his own land. 

Read 1 Chmn. lIiv. 9-1 •. 

CHAPTER XIV. 900. FIlANCJ:S. 

What transpired in Egypt during this eelltury is unknown. 

CHAPTER XV. 800. AMY. 
Any~. Sabachua. Sethon. 

The next king of whom we read was Anyaia, a blind man • 
. Sabaehua, or So, king of Ethiopia, dethroned him, and reigned 
in his stead. Tbe kingdom thus obtained by violence, was 
nevertheleas governed with justice. Instead of putting crimi-

• 
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nals to death, he employed them in repairing public works, 
and in other menial offices, serviceable to the state. He is 
thbught to be the So mentioned in Scripture, as entering into 
a league with Hoshea, king of Israel. At the end of 50 years 
he had a dream, which the priests interpreted as a warning 

, that he could no longer hold the kingdom in safety or happi-
ness, upon which he voluntarily retired to his own country. 

Read 1 IGDga xvii. 4. 
Trace Sabachua from Ethiopia to ThebeL 
Trace the meaaengera of Hoehea ftoom ThebeilO Samaria. 

SETRON was both king and priest of Vulcan. He gave 
himself up to religious-contemplation, and not only neglected 
~he military class, but deprived them of their lands. At this 
tbey were so much incensed, that they refused to bear anna 
under him, and in the midst of the commotion, Sennacberib, 
king of Assyria, arrived before Pelusium with a large army. 
Sethon attempted to raise a body of troops to oppose him, but 
none of his soldiers would follow him. In despair, he betook 
himself to his god, and while yet in the temple, praying to 
be delivered from his enemies, he fell into a deep sleep, during 
which Vulcan exhorted him to take courage, and assured birD 
of victory. 

Thus sustained, he assembled about 200 shop-keepera, 1 .... 
borers, &c., and advanced to Pelusium. The next morning 
he found the Assyrians in great disorder, preparing to fly. A 
prodigious number of rats had entered their camp during the 
night, and gnawed to pieces the quivers, bow-strings, and 
shield-Btraps. Unable to fight, they endeavored to make good 
their retreat, but Sethon, falling upon them, made tenible 
slaughter in their ranks. In memory of this remarkable de
liverance, Sethon erected a statue of himself holding a rat 
in one hand, with these words issuing out of its mouth: 

"WOO-ver beholdeth me, let him be pionL" 

This story is no doubt a corruption of that related in 2 
Kings, xviii. .. 

Read $8frnacherib in Am)". c~ter of AlI)'ria. 

CHAPTER XVI. 700. LOUISA. 

Twelve Prince.. P_melichll& Nacho. 

TJJr invasion of the Ethiopians and other troubles had J'9o 

ducal Egypt to a deplorable state of anarch.y. At length 12 
of the principal noblemen seized upon the government, and 

• 
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divided it into 12 absolute sovereignties, and because an oracle 
bad declared, that the whole kingdom should fall to the lot of 
bim who should offer his libation to Vulcan in a brazen bowl, 
they bound themselves, by the most solemn oaths, to protect 
each others rights. 

For 15 years they reigned together in the utmost harmony, 
and, to leave a monument of their concord to posterity, united 
in building a famous labyrinth near lake Moeris. 

ThiS remarkable structure consisted of 12 separate palaces, 
stretched along in a succession of splendid apartments, spacious 
halls, and lofty terraces; adorned with statues, hieroglyphics, 
and every other appendage of Egyptian art. A vast number 
of intricate passages ran around the base of the building, and 
round these a wall was thrown, le~ving only one entrance to 
the labyrinth; while at the other end stOOd a pyramid, contain
ing II. way leading to 12 subterraneous palaces, exactly corres
ponding to those above. The whole structure contained 3000 
rooms, 1500 above. ground, and as many below. All the roofs 
and walls were of stone, adorned with sculptured figures, .and 
all the halls were surrounded with pillars of white marble. 
Herodotus visited the upper rooms, but was not permitted to en
ter the subterranean palaces, because the bodies of the sacred 
crocodiles lay there embalmed. 
,., h happened one day, that the twelve kingJI were sacrificing 
iii the temple of Vulcan at Memphis, and that the high priest, who 
distributed the golden cups for libations, had brought with him, 
by some accident, only eleven. Psammetichus, who stood the 
last in order, took off his brazen helmet, and poured hiS liba
tion out from that. This incident, occasioned great disquiet 
among his colleagues, and they accordingly baniShed him to 
the sea coast. After passing some years in the solitude of exile, 
Psammetichus secured the aid of a company of Greeks, whom 
adverse winds had driven on the coast. By their assistance he 
overcame the eleven, and became sole master of Egypt. 

B. C. 625., P_.tichUB. 

In gratitude to his Grecian friends, he gave them lands 
and revenues, and placed children under their care, to learn 
the Greek tongue. These, in process of time, formed a dis
tin~ caste, called in the days of Herodotus, lnterpreters. The 
limits of Assyrian conquest, had never been clearly defined, 
and a quarrel now arose about the boundary of that empire, on 
the south western border. The Assyrians had tUlIl Syria, and 

4: 
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the territory of Israel, and were waiting till a favorable oppor
tunity should occur, for seizing Palestine, and invading Egypt. 
Some years before, Tartan had taken Ashdod, or Azotua, and 
Psammetichus set himself to recover this important post ; but 
owing to the natural strength of the fortifications, and the vigor. 
ous defence of the garrison, the seige lasted 29 years; the long
.est of any recorded in history ; nor does it appear that the 
Egyptians afterwards derived any particular benefit from 
the possession of the place. 

Read 1 Samuel v. 1 ; I .. :1][. 1; allOt ley vDi. 40. 

B.C. 616 •. Necho. 

Pharaoh Nacho, son of Psammetichus, attempted to join the 
Red Sea to the Mediterranean by a canal, through the isthmus 
of Suez. He persisted till 120,000 men had perished in the 
work, and then abandoned it. In another enterprise, he was 
more successful. Having taken some Phenician navigators 
into his service, he instructed them to sail around Africa, and 
solve the great mystery of the form and termination of that con
tinent. In their small row galleys, well equipped, they depart
ed, and at the end of three years returned in sofety. They 
stated that passing down the Red Sea, they entered the Southern 
Ocean, that at the approach of autumn they landed on the coast, 
and planted com ; when this was ripe they cut it down, and a
gain departed. In passing the southem point of Africa, they 
were surprised to observe the SUD upon their right hand :. then 
turning to the north, they continued their course; the third 
year, they doubled the columns of Hercules, and returned to 
Egypt, through the Mediterranean. 

-NaboC::r, the Chaldean, having usurped the Assyrian 
throne, e so powerful as to rouse all the ancient enmity 
of the Egyptians. Nacho undertook an expedition against 
him. JoSiah, king of Judah, hearing that he intended to pass 
through Palestine, assembled all his forces, and stationed him-
88lf in the vale of Megiddo, to oppose his progress. N echo-
88nt a herald to inform him, that he meant the Jews no harm, 
hut wu COJDJDiasioned by God against another nation. Josiah 
would not listen to this remonstrance; he gave battle, was de
feated, and received a wound of which he died. The victo
rious Nacho continued his march to the Euphrates, defeated 
the AIIyriaDa, and took the city of' Carchemisb. On his way 

• B ___ doubted the truth of thiI BtorJ. &om the fact or their .em, 
...... iIl .... tatb, bill Ie _dUi8 ill! area*'~' 
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home he IItopped at Jenualem, levied a tribute upon the Jews, 
placed Jehoiakim upon the throne, and carried Jehoahaz cap
tive into Egypt. Soon after the Babylonians dispo.a.ad the 
Egyptians of all they had gained, retook Carchemish, and Ne
cho died. 

:a.d 2lDDp Dill. 19, 30, ~. 
Read I Chron. DXV. ~ and xxxvi. 34. 

Trace the line of eanallrom the Red Sea to the Mediterranean. 
Trace the Phenician mariner. IOnnd Africa. 
Trace Necbo through Pal88&ine to Aayria. 

CHAPTER XVII. 600. JOUPIL 

p-u.. ApriN. A--. P_eai&u. 
EgJpt beeomee a Penian PIOYinoe. 

In the reign of Paammis, son of Necho, the Eleans having 
re.arranged the Olympic games, sent a splendid embusy into 
Egypt, to give an account of the regulatioD8 they had eetab
lisned; for they were desil'01l8 of gaining the approKtion or a 
people then considered the wi8eat in the world. 'When the dele
gation arrived, Psammis assembled the priests and _gee to 
listen to the communication of the distinguished atranger& 
After mature deliberation, the grave council remarked, that the 
persons appointed to award the prizes being Greeks, could 
ecarcely be impartial in their decisions; upon which the depu
ties returned home, satisfied, no doubt, with going abroad after 
praise. 

Trace the Et_ from Greece to MemphiL 

Apri ... 

Apries, the son of Psammia, is called in Scripture, Pharaoh 
hophrah. In the first years of his reign, he invaded Cyp~ 
took the city of Sidon, and made himself master of Phenicia. 
Intlated with pride, he boasted that not even the gods could 
dethrone him. Zedekiah, kin~ of Judah, unmoved by the ''wo'' 
of Isaiah, made an alliance With Apries, and relying upon hie 
assiitance, broke his oath of allegiance to the king of Babylon. 
In the war that followed, Zedekiah found that the Egyptian 
help was "a broken reed;" for though the Cbaldeans dep&rted 
once from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's host, yet in the end, 
the Egyptians abandoned their a~lies, and left them to meet the 
wrath of N ebuchadnezzar alone. 

Some years after; the chastising ~ fell heavily upon 
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Apries. A large army whioh he had sent into Lybia having 
been destroyed, as was supposed, by his connivance, a great 
part of his subjects rebelled. Apries R9Dt one Amasia, a par
ticular friend, to bring back his subjects to a sense of their duty; 
but the moment Amasis began to speak, the rebels fixed a hel
met upon his head, and proclaimed him king. Amasis accept
ed the honor, and became leader of the mutineers. Apries, 
greatly exasperated at the defection of his favorite, sent a n0-
bleman with orders to bring Amasis, alive or dead, before him. 
The messenger, unable to seize an individual protected by an 
infuriated mob, returned without his captive; and his master, 
in a rage, ordered his nose and ears to be cut off. This piece 
of wanton cruelty, alienated the aHections of his people, 80 

that the revolt became general, and he was oblised to abdicate 
his throne in favor of Amasis. The new king confined Apries 
in one of his palaces, and treated him with great respect ; but 
the people were implacable, and the tyrant, being delivered 
"into the hands of those who sought his life," was strangled. 

Trace Apn.. to CJ'Pnll, SidoD, BDd read Es. xxviii. 21, II. 
TI8C6 .u EgJpIian army from __ plaia to Jerualem. 

Reed Ea. Dis. 3, aod xvii. 11-17. 
Reed III. uxi.I-1I,1UlCI JR. xuvii. 7.8, ead Div. 30; aI80 EL Dix. I, .. c, 7. 

Am .... 

While these troubles had been going on, Nebucbadnezzar 
invaded E~t, and subdued the country as far as Syene. He 
made horrIble devastation wherever he came, killed greatnum. 
bem of the inhabitants, loaded his army with treasure, and hav
ing made Amasis his deputy, returned to Babylon. 

Duringthe reign of Amasis, E~pt is said to have been per
fectly happy, and to have contained 20,000 populous cities. 
He espoused a Grecian female, and displayed his attachment 
to the Greeks, by permitting them to settle on his coasts, and by 
contributing liberally to the rebuilding the temple at Delphi. 
Solon visited Egypt during his reign. The prosperity of Ama
lia was, at last, disturbed, by the preparations which Cambyses, 
king of Persia, made to attack his kingdom. The Persian 
monarch had demanded the daughter of Amasia in marriage; 
but Amasis attempted to deceive him, by sendins him the daugh~ 
ter of Apries. The lady discl~ the imposition to Cambyses, 
and he in great wrath, determined to march against Egypt. 
Amasis, however, died in season to escape the perils that 
threatened him, and the Whole fury of tl\e storm fe~ upon h~ 
(IOn, Psammeni~. 
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Psammenitus was scarcely seated on the throne, when Cam
byses arrived before Pelusium, with all his forces. Pelusium 
was taken, a great battle fought near Memphis, Paamrnenitus 
put to death, and Egypt became a Persian province, B. C. 
525. Subsequently, this country fell under the power of the 
Macedonians, Romans, Saraceus, Mamelukes, and lastly, of the 
Turks; thus verifying the words of prophesy, "Egypt shall be 
the basesi of kingdoms," and, "there shall be no more, a 
prince of the land of Egypt. " 

Read Ez. uix. 10, 15, and UJ:. 6, 13. 
Read the invasion of Egypt, by Nebucbadnellllal, in Joteph'. chapter of 

Assyria, with ita references. 

Psammetichus. 

Nacho. 

Psammia. 

Apriea. 

~
Amasia. 

~ Psammenitus. 
Egypt becomes a ersian province. 



PERSIA . 

. PRELIIUINARY CHAPTER. 

To form a just idea of any nation, it is necessary to know 
something of its manners, customs, laws, and religious cere
monies; but as these are never all formed at once, it is hardly 
possible to introduce them in chronological order. They will 
therefore be given in the Preliminary Chapter, and subse
quently such references will be made as shall tend to their 
farther illustration. 

The monarchical form of government follows most natu
rally upon that state of society, in which a strong-minded, 
ambitious man, from being head of a family, comes to be chief 
of his relatives, and leader of a tribe. Accordingly we find 
that all the early governments were monarchies. Among the 
Persians the prince was styled. "The great -king, the king of 
kings." The crown was hereditary, but subject to the will of 
the father, rather than to the law of primogeniture. The young 
heir was never committed entirely to the care of a nurse, bu' 
persons of distinguished merit were chosen to take charge of his 
health and manners. At seven, he was put into the hands of com
petent masters, who taught him to ride on horseback, to draw 
the bow, throw, the lance, and engage in other athletic exer
cises. At 14, four of the wisest and most yirtuous men in 
the state were appointed his preceptors. They taught him the
reli~ion of Zoroaster, the principles of government, the ad
ministration of justice, and the bearing of a king. 

When he ascended the throne, seven counselors, chief lords 
of the nation, were appointed to assist him by their abilities 
and experience. Public registers.were kept, in which all the 
edicts of the king were recorded, together with all the privi, 
leges granted to the people, or benefits conferred upon indi-
viduals, for serving the state. . 

Where was ancient Penda ? 
aead Either i. 14; and ii. 23; abo vi. 1. For kiD" read Ezra vii JI. 
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The Persians thought it reasonable to put the good, 88 wl'll 
as the evil, into the scales of justice, so that one single crime 
should not destroy the reputation of a man, habitually just and 
upright. No person W88 condemned without being brought 
face to face with his accuser, and having time allowed him to 
gain an impartial decision. If the accused proved innocent, 
the accuser suffered the punishment in his stead. The empire 
W88 divided into 127 provinces, the governors of which were 
called satraps, who inflicted capital punishment in the same 
manner 88 kings. Of these satraps, the king took cogni
zance in person, and an officer of his household W88 appoint
ed, to repeat to him every merning when he waked, "Rise, 
sir, and think of discharging the duties for which Oromasdis 
has placed you upon the throne." The Medes and Persians were 
originally a pastoral people, but after the establ~hment of 
their monarchy, they paid great attention to agriculture and 
manufactures. Their fields produced every necessary, and 
their gardens abounded in the choicest fruits and sweetest Bow
ers. Median vestments, woven of fine wool, and dyed in the 
gayest colors, were held in the highest 66teem, even by the 
Greeks.. 

In order to receive certain intelligence of the affairs of the 
provinces, a high road, on which distances were regularly 
marked, connected the western coast with the seat of govern
ment; and along this road, couriers, trained to extraordinary 
speed, traveled without intermission, in the king's name. 

The revenues of the Persian king, consisted partly of m0-
neys (chieBy ~d raised by taxes) and partly of an annual t 
levy of corn, Iiorses, camels, or whatever the province afford- . 
ed. In the days of Persian power, the satrap of Armenia 
sent regularly every year 20,000 young colts to the king. 
Certain cantons were set apart for furnishing the quean's 
wardrobe, and were named according to the article they sup
plied, one being called the quean's girdle; another, the queen's 
veil, &c. 

The Persians served in the army from the age of 20 to 50, 
and it W88 esteemed a crime to desire exemption from military 
duty. The king's guard consisted of a body of 10,000 men, 
called the Immortal Band, because when one died, his place 
was immediately filled by another noble, so that the number 
should be always complete. 

Read Efiher vii. 10; IIDd i. 1, 6 ; IIDd viii. 8.10. 
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Reli- The Persians adored the Sun, and bowed with their faces to 
glOb. the east, with reverential delight, when he appeared above 
the horizon. A splendid chariot was dedicated to him; and the 
Steed of the Sun, extravagantly caparisoned, formed an impor
tant part of every grand procession. As an emanation from 
the god of day, or as an emblem of the deity, they paid partic
ular honors tofi,re, always inv~king it first in their sacrifices. 
The Sacred Fire was entrusted to the keeping of the Magi, 
who were originally one of the seven Median tribes. The 
priesthood descended from father to~n, and no stranger could 
be instructed in the mysteries of their religion, without the 
king's permission. They erect&!. neither statues, temples, nor 
altars to their gods, but offered their sacrifices in the open air, 
on hill tops,. or "in high places." Zoroaster is generally 
believed to have been the founder of the sect called the Magi, 
in the time of Cyrus the Great. He first made his appearance 
in Xis, a town of Media, and improving upon the ancient doc
trines of the Magian tribe, brought their religious tenets into 
a more consistent form. 

He erected a temple where he kept a fire, which he said 
came directly from heaven. This was distributed through the 
kingdom, and maintained by the priests with the ~eatest care. 
They watched it, day and ni~bt, fed it ~ith wooq. stripped of 
the bark, and never blowed It WIth theIr breath" for fear of 
polluting it. ZoroaSter taugbt that there are two grand 
principles; the one, the cause of all good; the other, the cause 
of all evil; the former, represented by light; the latter, by dark
ness. The ROOd spirit he called Oromasdes, and the evil, Ari. 
maruus. When the Persians besought blessings for them
selves, they presented their petitions to Oromasdes; when they 
invoked evil upon their enemies, they addressed Arimanius. 
Some, held that both these gods were eternal; others, that 
only the benevolent being was eternal, and the malevolent 
created; but all agreed that there would be a continual strife 
betweell. the two, till the end of time, and then, a final restitu
tion of all things being made, Oromasdes would reign in an 
elysium witb all the good, and Arimanius be confined to a 
world of darkness, with all the evil who had followed his 
counsels on earth. 
eos- Polygamy prevailed nmongthe Persians. The king had a ' 
toms seraglio, and the nobles followed his example. But though 
the women were guarded with the most jealous care, sbut up 
in separate apartments at bome, and never suffered to go abroad 



• 

MEDIAN DYNASTY FOUNDED. 87 

without bein~ closely veiled, yet. the virtue of chastity was 
very rare. ro recount the intrigues of tl1e Persian court, 
would disgrace the pages of history. 

They considered the bumingof the dead as a great indignity. 
It was their custom to wrap the body in wax, and lay it in a 
sepulchre; but Cyrus commanded his children to restore his 
body to the earth from which it was formed. 

CHAPTER I. 2800. EMILY. 
Elam, son of Shem, and brother of that Asshur who founded 

Nineveh, is supposed to have been the progenitor of the Per
sians, whence they were called Elamites. 

Read Gen. x. 21; II. nt. I. and Ac&a ii. 9. 

• • • • • • • • • , , 
CHAPTER IV. 2000. HENay. 

In the time of Abraham, Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, 1188ist
ed by three confederate princes, made war upon the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, subdued them, and made them tributary 
12 years. 

No further mention is made of Persia, till it comeS into no. 
tice as a province of Media, 1400 years after. 

Reed OeD. DV. 1-15. 
TJace CJaedoJUomer fiom SuiaDa to &he Dead Sea. 

• • • • • • • • • 
CHAPTER XVI. 800. - AMY. 

Deja-, fint kiDg. 

It is interesting to trace the progress of a people from a rude 
and savage state, in which they subsist upon the spontaneous 
fruits of tbe ground, through all the various stages of civiliza
tion, till they gain a name, and a place, among the nations of 
the earth. 

In the history of Assyria, we have seen that Arbaces"atrap 
of Media, was one of'lhe conspirators who dismembered the 
flrst Assyrian empire. The Medes then existed in separate 
tribes, and if Arbaces incoz'\lorated them with the second As
syrian empire, no mention of it is made in history. Some time 
after, Dejooes, ajudge of great probity, became so distinguish
ed in his own district, that people cnme from a distance 
to appeal to his judgment. Encouraged by his popularity, he 
formed tho desi~ of bein~ kin~, ancI pretendinS dispt with 
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the fatigues of office, retired from business. Lawle&llle&8 and 
iniquity thereupon increased: until an BllBembly of the Medea 
being summoned, the friends of Dejooes represented that the 
only means of curing these disorders, would be to elect a kin~. 
This opinion was generally approved, and then they unaru
mously agreed that there was not in all Media, a man so capable 
of holding the reins of government, as Dejoces. He was ac
cordingly elected their king, B. C. 710. When Dejoces as
cended the throne, he determined to surround himself with all 
those external marks of dignity, calcul!lted to inspire awe and 
command respect. He obliged his people to build him a 
magnificent palace, and chose the noblest of his subjects. for 
his body guard. The city of Ecbatana, of which his palace 
was the cenp-e, and chief ornament, is thus descnoed by He
rodotus : 

"The Medes, in obedience to their Icing's command, built 
those spacious and massy fortifications now called Ecbatana, 
circle within circle, according to the following plan: Each 
inner circle overtops its outer neighbor, by the height of the 
battlements alone. This was effected partly by the nature of 
the ground, a conical hill, and partly by the building itself. 
The number of circles was seven. The circumference of the 
outermost wall, is nearly the same as that of AtheD& The 
battlements of the first circle, are white; of the second, black ; 
of the third, scarlet; of the fourth, azure; of the fifth, .orange ; 
all colored with the moat brilliant paints. But the battlements 
of the sixth, are sil~red over, and the seventh shines with 
gold." 

Where II Ecb\&ana 1 What city now etand. neer the spot? bpaban. 

CHAPTER XVII. 700. LoUISA. 

Phraortel. Cyaxares. Astyages. 

Dejoces spent most of his time in polishing, and refining his 
subjects. He kept himself secluded from public view, and es
tablished the most severe etiquette in the palace. No courtier 
was allowed to laugh or spit in his presence, and all officers of 
state approached him with the gr~test ceremony. He reign
ed 53 years. 

B. C. 675. Phraortes. 

Phraortes, son of Dejoces, then ascended the throne. He 
was ambitious of extending his dominions, and sueceeded 80 

far as to bring the barbarous tribes of the Persians into sub-
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jection, and having enlisted the vanquished soldiers into his 
army, pushed his conquests into Upper Asia. 

The Assyrians still considered the Medians as a tributary 
people, and Nabuchodonoser, their king, being enga~ in a 
war, summoned Phraortes to assist him with troops. Phraor
tee treated the demand with contempt; and Nabuchodonoser, 
greatly enraged, swore "by his throne and his reign," that 
he would sweep the Medes from the earth with the "beaom of 
destruction." A battle was fought between the Assyrians and 
Medea, which proved fatal to Phraortes. He 80ught safety in 
flight. N ebuchadnezzar pursued his course, penetrated into 
Media, took the beautiful city of Ecbatana, gIlve it up to pil
lage, and stripped it of all its ornaments. He then hunted 
Pbraortes like a hart in the mountains, and havin~ taken him 
prisoner, caused him to be set up as 0. target for hIS bowmen, 
in which cruel manner he expired. 

Read Nabachodonoeer in Aaayria. 

B. C. 653. CyaxareL 

This prince succeeded to the throne of Media, filled with a 
determination to avenge his father's death, and repay the in
jury done to Ecbatana. Accordingly having made the requi
site preparations, he invaded Assyria. He was victorious in 
the first engagement, lUld was pressing on to attack Nineveh, 
when he was called home to repel the Scythians; a nomadic 
horde, who, pouring down from their native wilds, were now pass
ing through Media. He hastened to meet them, but met them to 
his coat. The Scythians defeated him; and preferring Media 
to their own country, concluded to settle there. For 28 years, 
these barbarians maintained their poeition, notwithstanding all 
the efforts of Cyaxares to dislodge them. They still adhered 
to their predatory habits; but though they wandered to neigh
boring countries for pasturage or pillage, they always return
ed to Media as their home. The Medea, at length, worn out 
with the enormities of their unwelcome guests, resorted to a 
matagem to free themselves. 

A general feast was proclaimed throughout Media, to which 
each master of a family invtted as many Scythians as he could 
entertain. The eveningpassed in festivity, and the barbarians 
were plied with wine till they sunk into the deep and helpless 
sleep of intoxication. The massacre then commenced, and 80 
faitlifully did the Med. carry out the intention of their king, 
that most of their tormentors never waked again. The few 
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remaining Scythians fled to the king ot Lydia, who received 
War with them kindly, and espoused their quarrel. This of 

Lydia. course gave rise to a war between the Lydians and 
Medes. After several years spent in mutual hostilities, the 
affair terminated in a singular manner. Great preparations 
had been made for a general battle, but just as the two armies 
closed in the fight, an eclipse of the sun spread darkness over 
the scene. The furious combatants paUsed in the heat of 
the onset, and gazed in mute terror at the heavens. A dark 
pall seemed to be hung over the sun, to signify the displeasure 
of the gods. Both Lydians and Medea, ignorant of the . true 
cause of the phenomenon, and trembling at the fear of speedy 
judgments, hastened to ratify a peace. An alliance was fonn
ed'between the contending parties, the daughter of the Lydian 
king was affianced to Astyages, son of Cyaxares, and the two 
monarchs, to render the contract binding, opened a vein in 
their arms and licked each others' blood. 
~kinll of Vyaxares, thus relieved from his Scythian foes, 
Nlneveb. returp.ed to his favorite project of humbling Nine
veh. Nabopollll:lSllr, general of the Babylonian army, diS~sted 
with the weak rule of Saracus, joined with him in beSieging 
this great city. In this siege were fulfilled the terrible denun
ciatipns uttered by Nahum against the. "bloody city," whose 
oppressions had crushed the people of God for so many years. 

Trace the Scythian. to Media, to Lydia. 
What causes an eclipse of the sun ? 
Read .. Saracu." in Louisa'. chapter of Aaayria. 
Read the 2d chapter of Nahum. 

Aatyagel. 

Astyages, son of Cyaxares, was married to the sister of Crm
sus, king of Lydia, according to the contract made during 
the eclipse. 

As an oracle had declared that his grandson should be great
er than he, he married his only child, Mandane, to Cambyses, 
a needy Persian prince, hoping thereby to defeat the will of 
the gods. 

CHAPTER XIX. 600. JOSIIPB. 

Cyaxarel 11. Cyrua takel Babylon. Cambynl. 

In the year 600, B. C., Astyagee had a son born, whom he 
oamedafterhis father, Cyaxares. Cyn., SOD oChisdaughter, 
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Mandane, wu born one year after, and the hlatory of theee 
two princes will be given together. The Pel'llians at this time 
consisted of twelve tri~ numberiQg about 2O,()OO men, and 
inhabiting a small province, in what is ~ called Penda. 
By the wisdom and valor of Cyrus, the name and dominion of 
Persia. afterwards extended from the Indus to the Tigris, east 
and west, and from the Caspian Sea to the Ocean, north and 
south. 
Cyrus" The system of education, delineated in the Preliminary 
youth. Chapter, was rigidly adhered to in the yo}*th of Cyl'\J& 
The only food allowed him and his companions was bread, 
cresses, and water. They were 88nt to school to learn virtue 
and justice, just as boys go now to learn the sciences. 
Speaking the truth was strenuously insisted upon, but the 
crime most severely punished in them, was ingratitude. 

When Cyrus was twelve years old, his mother took him 
into Media to see his grandfather. The Persians at this time 
were far inferior to the Medes in refinement, and Cyrus beheld 
with astonishment the shining battlements of Ecbatana, and 
the magnificent palace of the king. The ancients, to set off 
the beauty of the face, used to form the eye-brows into perfect 
arches by coloring them black. They tinged the lashes like
wise with a drug of the same hue, which also possessed an 
astringent quality, and by d~,!,ing up the lid, made the eye 
appear larger and more bnlhant. When Cyrus saw Asty
ages painteil in this manner, with his purple coat, necklaces, 
and other ornaments, he went up and embraced him; then, 
looking at him attentively, he exclaimed, "0, mother, how 
handsome is my grandfather." Astyages, pleased with the 
simplicity of the clJild, spared no pains to interest and amuse 
him. He was tauldlt to ride, permitted to hunt in the park 
with the nobles, aneI magnificent entertainments were prepared 
for him; but though Cyrus loved his exercises on horseback 
exceedingly, he looked with contempt upon the.Juxuries of the 
table, obaerving, that "the Persians, . instead of going such a 

~ lOUIld-about way"to eatisfy their hunger, found that a little 
bread and cresses would answer the same purpose." Per
ceiving that Astyages treated his cup-bearer with great favo~ 
Cyrus beg8ed the I1onor of being permitted to llerve the wine. 
This being granted, he pl'ellented the goblet with such dignity 
and grace, that all present were charmed with his behavior. 
Astyagee inquired why he omitted the important ceremony of 
tasting, (for it was the duty of the cup-bearer to pour IIOD.l8 of 

5 
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the liquor into his hand, and taste it before presenting it to the 
king,) "because," said Cyrus, "I thought there was poison in 
the wine, for not long ago, at an eqtertainment you gave to 
the lords of your court, -after the guests had drunk a little of 
it, I perceived that their heads were all turned; they talked 
they knew not what, then tell to singing very ridiculously, and 
you yourself seemed to have forgotten that you were a king, 
and that they were your subjects." History is silent, with 
respect to the effect of this temperance lecture. When Man~ 
dane was preparing to return home, Astyages requested that 
his grandson might stay with him; and Cyrus, expressing a 
desire to perfect himself in the art of riding, he was permitted 
to remain there several years. 

Trace C)'l'IlII from Penia to Ecbatana. 

Cyrus' lint 583. When Cyrus was about sixteen years old, 
expedition. Evil-Merodach, prince of Assyria, was married; and, 
to celebrate his nuptials, made a great hunting match on the 
borders of Media. All the nobles of his court attended him, 
together with a body of light-armed foot, to rouse the beasts 
from their thickets; but when he arrived in sight of the 
Median garrisons, he thought it would be a greater exploit to 
plunder them, than to carry home the antlers of stags, or the 
skins of bears and lions. Notice being given to Astyages that 
the enemy were in the country, he speedily gathered together 
what forces he could, and marched to meet them. On this 
occasion, Cyrus, completely clad in a. new suit of armour 
which his grandfather had cansed to be made for him, mounted 
his horse, and followed the troops. Astyages wondered by 
whose command he came, but permitted him to remain; and 
Cyrus, perceiving a body of plunderers making off with their 
booty, spurred upon them with his uncle, Cyaxares, and put 
them to flight. After the enemy were completely routed,-he 
would not retire with the rest, but galloped round the deserted 
field, viewing the slain, till he was almost dragged away by 
those sent for him. His praise was then in every mouth, and 
to him was ascribed all the glory of the action. 
_ W.bo wu Ihe a!her of Evil-Merodach 7 See Auyria. 

Cyrus return. B. C. 582. Cambyses, hearing of his son's ex-
• home. ploit, sent for him home, that he might complete 

his education according to the -institutions of Persia. Asty
ages, having presented him with horses, and whatever else he 
delighted in, sent him away. Gleat multitudes attended him.. 
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part of the way on horseback, boys, youth, and men. They 
shed many tears at parting, and Cyrus presented to his com. 
panions all those little gifts which he had received from Asty. 
ages, and at last taking off his Median robe, he gave it to 
Araspes, a youth whom he loved most tenderly. ~ 
never saw him again, for Cyrus remained in Persia till hia 
grandfather died, 8.nd his uncle, Cyaxares, began to reiga. 

B. C. 5&0. Cyamrea II. 
Nereglissar, king of Assyria, having overthrown many of 

the neighboring nations, considered the Medes as the only 
obstacle to his universal dominion. Being of a warlike dis
position, he summoned all his subjects to take up arms, and 
sending messengers to Crmsus, king of Lydia, and other sove
reigns, representing the rising power of the Medes in the most 
odious light, he entreated them to unite with him in overthrow
ing them. Cyaxares, on his part, sent ambassadors to aU his 
friends for speedy help, and entreated his brother-in-law, Cam
byses, to despatch Cy~ to his assistance, with all the forces 
he could muster. 

Trace the messengers or Nereg1iaaar to Lydia. 

~lII!eOnd Cambyses, having chosen 10,000 archers, 10,000 
-tion. targeteers, and 10,000 slingers, submitted them to 

the discipline of his son, for a time; and when all was ready, 
I18t off with him {or the borders of Media. By the way, he 
discouJ'l!ed with him upon the business of an officer; the care 
of supplies, the manner of encampment, and the necessity of 
inspiring his soldiers with confidence in his abilities. " But 
what shall a man do," said. Cyrus, "to appear more skilful and 
expert than others '" " He mast really be 80," replied Cam
byaes; "and in order to be so, he must apply himself closely, 
and study diligently what the most able and experienced have 
said, and above all, he must have recourse to the protection 
of the gods, from whom alone we derive all our wisdom and 
al1 our success." 

Discoursing in this manner, they arrived upon the confines 
of the two kingdoms, where they made their supplications to 
the gods, and having embraced each other,- the father return
ed to Persia, and. Cyrus marched on into Media to Cyaxares. 

While the two princes were conferring together upon t.he 
discipline of their forces, and the probable- number of allies 
they could bring into the field, ambassadors arrived from the 
king of India, to inquire into the cause of the quarrel between 
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the Medea and Assyrians. They said they were commanded to 
proceed thence to the court of Babylon, and make the same 
demand of NereglisBar, and that their master had determined 
to espouse the cause of the injured. Cyaxares then said, ''you 
hear me declare that we have done no injury to the Assyrians, 
and if he declares that we have, we chooee the king of India 
himself to be our judge." With this answer, the ambassadors 
departed. Both parties were employed three years in forming 
alliances, and making preparations for war. When Cyrus haa 
all things in readiness, he proposed to lead his army into As,. 
syria, telling his uncle that he thought it better for the troops 
to eat up the enemy's country, than their own, andthat so bold 
a step would inspire them with valor. This course was deter
mined upon, and the troops being drawn up in order of march, 
Cyrus invoked the wisdom, and favor of the gods, beseeching 
them to smile upon the expedition in which they were engaged. 
When they reached the confines of Assyria, Cyrus again drew 
up his army, and paid homage to the gods of the country upon 
which they had entered, and then dividing his forces into dif
ferent detachments, he sent them out different ways to plunder 
the villages of the enemy. 

Trace Cynu from Penia to Media and~ 

CfI1I8' ftnt The next day they came in sight of the enemy, 
battle. encamped in the open country, and entrenched wi$ 

a deep ditch. Cyrus, beholding the multitudes which filled the 
plain, was glad to avail ~lf of several hills to conceal the 
small number of his troops. The next morning the ABByrians 
moved out of their entrenchments, and before the Persians had 
time to come up, greeted th~m with a hail storm of arrows, 
stones, and javelins; but when the battle was joined, the su
periority of Cyrus' men became evident. They broke the As,. 
syrian and Lydian battalions, and the Median cavalry coming 
up at the same moment, the enemy thought only of making 
good their retreat. The panic became general, Cl'OlSUS retirea, 
the other allies followed his example, and Nereglissar was 
slain. 

Read \he liCe of N eregliBaar in JOBeph'. chapter of AaaJria. 
~. ~f» Cyrus, perceiving that without the destruction of 

tbptiveol. the allies, the victory would not be complete, 
thought best to pursue them that night; but to this Cyaxares 
was exceedingly averse, being desirous to enjoy the victory, and 
afraid of incurring any further fatigue. However, after much 
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eoIicitation, he gave Cyrus permiIIion to take .. many oIlbe 
Median cavalry as would he willms &0 follow him. A Idfli. 
cient DUJJlber were found DOt only willing, but eager to en!'l88 
in tbe pursuit, and after hasty refreshments, they aet oft' at fUll 
speed. Towards morning tlley C\vertook the enemy, put them 
to a final rout, slew the goardiaftB of tile ca1Dp, aad aeilled upon 
ihe treuures of the-eonfederate kings. Here Cyrus took • 
pat number of hol'S8l, which enabled him to aooompliBh ODe 
Of his favorite desires, the fonnation of a body of Peraian 
cavalry. The Hyrcaniana also came over to the conquering 
side, and thus the Persian army, instead of losing by the battle, 
was greatly re-enforced. At aunriae, Cyrua called in the 
Magi, and desired them to choose.ont of the booty, every thing 
that WaB moat proper to he offered to the sodL The remainder 
be delivered to the Medea and Hyrcaniana, to be distributed to 
tbe whole army. When Cyaxares awoke next morning from 
tbe fumes of his wine, he was greatly displeaaed to find most 
of his army gone with his nephew. He despatched an officer 
to him, with orders to reproach him severely, and bring back 
the Medes. Cyrus, however, wrote him a reapectfulletter, and 
the affiUr passed over. 
"I'wo Aayrlan While Cyrus was making the nec8ll8&~ arrange
I!~blepme~ join ments to Ill"ofit by all these successes, a noble As
... e eUlana. syrian, somewhat advanced in years, arrived on 
borseback, attended by a train of se"ants. He told Cyrus that 
he commanded a strong fortl'888, and had furnished the king 
1rith 1000 horse, and tbat Nereglissar had sought to ally him 
to the royal family, by marrying his daughter and IOn to the 
young prince and princess. "But alas," said he, "my 80n 
being sent for by the king, went out to hunt with the young 
prince; and having pierced II. lion with his spear, which La
borosoarchod had just missed, the impious wretch struck a jave
lin into his breast, and took away the life of my dear., my only 
son ! Then I, miserable man, brought him away a corpse, 
instead of a bridegroom. My king joined with me in my af. 
fliction, but the prince has never testified any remorse, nor 
can I ever serve under him, or give my daughter to the mur. 
derer of her brother." 

When Gobryas hd finished his melancholy story, Cyrt1S gave j. 
him his hand, and promised, with the help of the gods, to 
avenge his cause. The other nobleman, Gadates, had been ill 
treated, merely because one of the king's wives had called 
him handsome; and burning with revenge, he joined with G0-

o· 
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lwyaain aacheme to bring oyer the Caduci&oa to Cyrus. They 
were entirely sl.lOOell8ful, and the .Persian army waa thus re
enforced by a strong fortresa near Babylon, and a body of 
30,000 men. ' 
8uIIaD Among the prison8l'l which they had.taken, was Pan
am- thea, wife of Abradates, prince of Susiana. As ahe 
was exceedingly beautiful, she was placed in & costly tent, 
found also among the spoils, till Cyrus' pleasure should be 
known concerning her. Cyruscommitted her to Arapes, (the 
pel'8On to whom he gave the Median robe when a boy) but 
Araspes, not so much engaged in war as his master, fell violent
lY'in love with the handsome captive; on this, Cyrus sent him 
away to the enemy, as if he had banished him; but with secret 
instructions to act as a spy. Panthea, thinking that she had 
been the cause of trouble to her noble protector, sent Cyrus 
word not to be distressed at the 1088 of Araspes, for she could 
supply his place with one equally brave; and not long after, 
being sent to her husband, sbe persuaded him to come over to 
the side of the Persians, with all his forces. 
Clytaa'.meetiDg When Cyaxares heard thatCyruswas returning 
w1tb hie UDC\e. re-enforced by the H yrcanians, Caducians, and 
Susians, he was filled with envy; and when Cyrus, alighting 
from his horse, came up to embrace him, he turned away his 
face, and burst into tears. The tender and respectful conduct 
of his nepbew, however, soon softened him; and many pre
sents, with a splendid supper, removed all unkindness. 

Tbe next day, a general assembly was IIWDIDOned to take 
into consideration the propriety of carryiag on the war, and 
th. majority of'the allies being in favor of prtlllling Laboroso
archod to the last extremity, it was decided to make all prepar
ations for another campaign. From deserters and prisoners,. 
they learned that the king of Assyria had sone to Lydia, tcaking 
with bim talents of gold, and silver, and presents of the most 
costly kind. The spies, too, brought in intelligence of the 

. most alarming nature. 
Like the messengers of evil tidings to Job, one courier seem

ed to tread on the heels of another, with accounts of the for· 
midable alliances, making by the Babylonians. The Indian 
envoys, who had been to inquire the catule of the.- war, came 
back with an exact account of those mighty preparations which 
~tated all Asia. They said the combined forces were as&elll

bling in Lydia; that the Thraciana had engaged themselves; 
\hat 120,000 men were marching from Egypt; and another 
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army ".. expected {rom Cyprua; that the CiliciaDa, the 
Phry~ the PapblagooiaDs, Cappadooiau., Arabians, and 
Phemciana, had already reaehed the rendezvous ; that CrC28U8 
had eent over to fonn a treaty with the Laeedamonians, and it 
was thought a greater anny would be 88118mbled at Thymbria, 
than- was ever before brought into the field. 
~ on r map 01 Alexander'. tranl. tor dle -..lries in alliaDee with 

Cyrua ~ Cyrus, on his part, spared no pains to perfect 
to Ly . the discipline of ~ troops, and to strengthen him. 

self by powerful alliances. He knew all the officers of hi8 
army by name, and W88 ~ntinually among tbe IOldiers, en· 
deavoring to inspire them with the zeal and ardor be bimself 
felt. 'The king of India, satisfied that the Aaayriana were tbe 
agressors, sent bim a 8um of money, and promised to stand bis 
friend; but beside the allies wbo bad before joined bim, be had 
no powerful princes to asaiat him. N otwithatanding tbe com· 
parative inferiority of bis forces, he determined again to carry 
the war into the enemies' country; and, baving left a part of 
the Medea with his uncle, set forward with his anny on his 
third eqetlitiOfl. 

When a short distance from Thymbria, they took some 
prisoners, who informed them that the Aaayrians and their con· 
federatea, hearing of their approacb, bad been three days pre
paring for battle; and thatC1'O*18, assis&ed by a Greek, and acer
tain Mede, wen busy in drawing up the soldiers with great exact
ness. At the mention of the Mede, Cyrus W88 greatly rejoiced ; 
and not long after, Araspes (tor it was be,) came to him, bringing 
an exact account of the disposition of the enemy. 

As this is the first pitched battle of which we have a particu· 
lar description, a delineation of it will be given at BOme length. 
MarIbaI1ll1l1ot Cyrus' anny consisted of 196,000 men; CnE-

IIae C6reea. sua', of 420,000. In addition to the regular in. 
fantry and cavalry, Cyrus had three hundred chariots, eacb 
drawn by four horses, abreast. Tbe pole of eacb chariot W88 

armed with two long pikea, to pierce whatever opposed its ad· 
vance, and several rows of sharp knives were placed at the 

. back, to prevent the enemy from mounting behind. At each 
axle-tree, borizontal seythes, three feet long, were fastened in 
such a manner 88 to mow down the ranks of the enemy; and 
still further to increase tbeir power, short scythes were fixed, 
point downward, under. the ~hariot, to cut in pieces whatever 
the impetuous onset should overturn. He had likewise a great 
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number of towe1"8 JDOUDted on wheels, drawn by sixteen oxen,. 
Each tower held twenty men, whoee business it WII8 to dis
charge stones and javelins upon the enemy. A body of camels, 
each trained to figbt, with two Arabian arche. OB his back, 
were stationed opposite the Lydian cavalry, becauae a ho1'B8 
will fiy from the presence of .& camel. Cl'Ol8US' troops were 
ranged in order of battle, thirty deep. The iDt'aotry filled the 
centre, and the cavalry with which he meant to surround the 
Persians, was stationed upon the wings. His army thus drawn 
out in line, extended nearly five miles. Cyrus, in order to 
make as broad a front as possible, placed his infantry only 
twelve deep, and his cavalry in the same manner upon the 
wings, and then his army fell short of that of Crt'BSUB', half a 
mile at each end. First, in the line of infantry, came the 
spearmen; next, the archers; and still a third body, to 8\JSo 

tain or threaten those who gaV'e way-to kill traitors, and 
keep cowlU'ds in their places; and behind them, came the mov
ing towers, 80 high that the soldiers in them dis..lhar~ their 
slings and javelins above the heads or the advance Persians; 
and to prevent all possibility of retreat, a row of baggage was 
placed behind them, and the lines filled up with infantry and 
camels, 80 that the enemy would be obliged to take a long cir
cuit to surround them, and then would be impeded by wa~ns, 
boxes, tent-poles, and all the paraphemalia of a camp. The 
scythe-armed chariots were separated into thl'S8 divisions; the 
one comrna.oded by Abradates, plaeed in front of the battle, 
8Ild the other two upon the flanks: 

ARCBlWI. Solid battalion I AaeBEIIlI, len . I 
of deep. I 

CAVALRY. BLI....... ~1C81 11I-:::te8 CAVAUY.! 
_eaehway. B ........ .. 

SPIWUIEII. .._............... ten deep. 

I C .. II ... I Bnull.. 100 I SPll.ulIII!It. C .. VURT. 
Cu.oaIO'I'8. 

I C .. VALIIT. BPBARIIEII, • . CAXELII. I SUII&...... 3 deep. I SLI ..... I 100 ABCBlWI, 100 
8 deep. 

ClIAIIIO'l'8. ARculWl.· 3d BoDr. A1te...... CuaaIO'I'8. 

CAlIP FURII1TtJU. Tow... C .. IIP FURJIl'l'DIt& 

From this imperfect sketch, an idea may be formed of the 
position of the troops as they were drawn out the day before 
the engagement. 
Battle of Early in the morning, CyrtUiI made a sacrifice; and 

'l'bymbria. the801diers havingt~ some refreshment, and pour-
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ad out h"batiollll to the .oos, arrayed tbemeelves in their armor 
of burnished brasa, ana took their places in the ranks. Pan
thea had made a robe for Abradates, and she put it on him with 
ber own bands. She bound on his golden helmet and arm
pieces, the tears all the while streaming down her checks, 
though she beIIought him to prove to Cyrus that he was worthy 
of the confidence reposed in him. Abradates, lifting his eyes 
to heaven, prayed that he might appear a husband worthy of 
Panthea, and a friend worthy of Cyrus; then mounting his 
chariot, he bade her farewell, and never saw her more! The 
Persian standard was a golden eagle perched upon a pike, with 
its wings stretched out, and Cyrus warned his soldeirs to take 
care or that, and move forward without breaking their ranks. 

When Crre&WJ discovered how much superior his own forces 
were to those of Cyrus, he ordered his front to remain finn, 
while the wings advanced to enclose the Persians, and join the 
battle on three sides at once. But at this, Cyrus' wings faced 
round, and stood thus : 

CIlO!BUS'. 

CYRUS'. 

waiting in breathlees silence for the event. At once loud and 
clear rose the voice of their leader, chanting the battle hymn. 
A responsive shout burst from the soldiers, and with invocations 
to the god of war, they rushed on to the charge. The wings 
were first en~; the cavalry of the enemy began to give 
way before die -camels, and the chariots, falling furiously into 
the melee, the rout became general. Abradates, who had 
been waiting for this signal, now commenced the attack in front; 
but here the Egyptians maintained their ground, not only, but 
overturned the chariots, slew Abradates, and drove the Persian 
infantry as far back as the fourth line; but there such a tre
mendous storm of arrows and javelins fell upon their heads 
from the rolling towers, as caused them to waver in their ranks, 
and at the same instant, Cyrus, coming up at the head of his vic
torious cavalry, attacked them on the rear. Advance or re
treat was now impossible; but the Egyptians, turning upon 
their new assailants, defended themselves with incredible bra
very. Cyrus himself was in great danger. His horse having 
been stabbed by a fallen foe, eank under him, and he was 'P~ 
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cipitated into the midst of his enemies. Officers aDd meo, 
equally alarmed at the danger of their I_er, rushed headlong 
into the thick forest of pikes to his rescue. He.was quickly 
remounted, and his men rallying round him, the battle became 
more bloody than ever. Concerned at the destruction of ae 
many brave men, Cyrus finally offered them honorableterma 
of capitulation, and the Egyptians having surrendered, all hope 
of retrieving the day was gone. The battle laeted till even
ing. Crmsus retreated as fast as poaaible to Sardis, and tha 
other kings followed his example, each taking up the line of 
march for his own country. As 800n as the confusion had in 
some measure subsided, Cyrus inquired of the officers assem
bled about him, for Abradates, aDd one of the servants related 
his overthrow by the Egyptians. No 800ner had Cyrus heard 
of his death, than he leaped to his saddle, and set oft' in search 
of him. 

On the bank of thp river Pactolus, sat the wretched Panthea, 
with the head of her husband on her knees; she was bathing 
his pale face with her tears, while with an air of distractioll, 
she watched her servants, digging his grave upon a little hill 
close by ; Cyrus came up, with his attendants, bringing sweet 
odors, ornaments, and every thing proper for the burial; but 
Panthea seemed incapable of receiving consolation. She sent . 
them all away till she"should require their assistance, and then 
having exacted a promise from her nurse to wrap her body in 
the same robe with her husband, she thrust a sword into her 
bosom, and laying her head upon his breast, expired. They 
were wrapped in one mantle, and laid in one grave--the brave 
Abradates and his loving wife; and Cyrus caused a mound to 
be raised over them, which continued till the days of Xenophon. 

Where is the river Pilctolu8 1 

Taking of Sardis The next day he advanced upon Sardis, and 
and era..ua. made great preparation for taking it by storm; 

but a Persian slave betrayed to him a private entrance into the 
citadel, so that he secured possession of it without bloodshed. 
He took Crresus prisoner, and, according to the custom of the 
times, prepared to bum him. When the pile was lighted, the 
fallen monarch exclaimed three times, "0, Solon! Solon! 
Solon !" Struck with the accent, Cyrus ordered him to be 
unbound and brought before him. JIpon inquiring the cause 
of this peculiar exclamation he learned that Solon, an Athe
nian philosopher, had seen all the monarch's treasures, and yet 
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had refused to call him happy, because he did not know what 
ad reverses might yet befall him. Thus forcibly reminded of 
the fickleness of fortune, Cyrus pardoned the king for the 
sake of the iDstmction conveyed by the philosopher, and ever 
after Crmsus was his friend. 

For an account of Solon, Bee Joseph'B chapter in Greece. 

Crlll8Wl C8 As this war belonged in reality to the Assyrians, 
to Baby OD. Cyrus thought it not terminated, so long as Babylon 
held its supremacy among the nations. So, calling ".ll his 
troops together, and ranging them in the order of rnwich, he 
set ofl'for that great city which, since Lhe fall of Nineveh, hnd 
been without a rival in Asia. 

The first measure of Cyrus was to surround Babylon with 
his troops; but so great was the extent of the walls that his 
forces seemed weak and contemptible, when stretched over so 
large a space. He therefore called a council of war, and 
learning from Gobryas and Gadates, the position of the pal
ace, and the depth of the river, he entered upon a work every 
way worthy of his great genius and indomitable perseverance. 
He drew a line of circumvallation quite round the city with a 
large deep trench, as though he intended to invest the place and 
reduce it by famine; but as the besieged had provisions for 
twenty years, they ridiculed the idea of his taking up his abode 
there till they were starved into surrender. For two years his 
troops labored upon the vast excavation, and when it was found 
capacious enough to drain the Euphrates, together with the 
artificial lake dug by Nebuchadnezzar, he gave orders on the 
night of a grand festival, to break down the dykes, and let the 
water flow away from its accustomed channel. The bed of 
the river made the path for his troops, and once in the city, 
Gobryas and Gadates conducted them directly to the palace. 
In the confusion and clamor of killing the guards, Belshazzar 
seized his sword, and ran to the gates where he was .immedi
ately slain, and the two noblemen, amply avenged, took pos
session of the palace. Cyrus then sent abody of horse up and 
down the streets, proclaiming safety to those who remained in 
their houses, and thus, ere the sun again rose on Babylon, "the 
kingdom of Belshazzar was given to the Medes and Persians." 

Read Belahazzar in JOBeph's chapter of Assyria. • 
Read Jer. Ii. 11; Is. liii. 15, 22, 17; Is. xlv. 1-4 ; lB. xxi. 2 ; and Dan. v. 

Cpua'triumpbal The next morning, those who were shut up in 
proeeuion. their houses, perceiving that their king was dead, 
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gave up their arms and submitted quietly to the Persian. 
When Cyrus found himself well established in the kinsdom, he 
prepared to triumph in a manner proportioned to his success. 
Having called his chief officers together, he gave them each a 
Median robe, that is, a long garment reaching to the feet, of 
the brightest colors, aIid richly embroidered with gold and 
silver. To the inferior officers he also preeented robes of 
purple or scarlet. The next morning the army 888eDlbled 
before sunrise, clad ~ the garments which had been prepared 
for them. Four thousand guards, drawn up four deep, ranged 
themselves in front of the palace, and 2000 placed themselves 
in the same manner on each side. The armed cavalry and 
gilded chariots were also marshalled, half on one side and 
half on the other. When all was ready, the gates of the pal
ace were thrown open, and a great number of bulls of peculiar 
beauty, were led out by four and four, to be sacrificed to Jove; 
next followed splendid horses to be sacrificed to the BUD; then 
a cavalcade of chariots and horses, followed by men bearing 
the Sacred Fire in a large hearth; and then Cyrus appeared 
in his lofty car, with his purple robe flowing gracefully from his 
shoulders, and a vest of mingled pu~le and white closely 
fitted to his noble person. The royal tiara was placed upright 
upon his head, encircled with the diadem of a conqueror. 

At sight of him, the people prostrated themselves in adora
tion ; and then the guards, moving forward, made way for the 
coming of the officers of the king's household, the Immortal 
Band, the Median cavalry, and the cavalry of the allies. The 
chariots of war marched in the rear, and closed the proces
sion. 

Simultaneously, and with beautiful precision, they moved 
to the fields consecrated to the gods, where the victims were 
sacrificed in a solemn holocaust to Jupiter and the sun; after 
which, offerings were made to the earth and to the demi-gods 
of Assyria. The ceremonies of the day concluded with games 
and races, and a grand entertainment crowned the evening 
with mirth. Cyrus then made every one a present, and 
dismissed the assembly, filled with joy and gratitude. 

See Preliminary Chapter for Median vestments and IIIIIIIOJ'tal Band.. 

Cyrua m ell When Cyrus had regulated affairs to his mind, 
the da:;eter he took a journey into Media. Cy~es was glad 
oCCyuarell. to see him, and Cyrus acquaintin~ him with all 
bis arrangements, his upcle Was exceedingly rejoiced, and sent 
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his daughter to the conqueror of .Asia with a crown of sold, 
bracelets, a collar, and Median robe. The maid, 88 she was 
ordered, put the crown upon hie head. Cyau.ree then eaid, 
~, I give you the maid too, 88 your wife, and all Media 88 her 
dowry." Cyrus replied, "I applaud the race, the maid, and 
the presents, and, with the consent of my father and mother, 
-will marry her." So h~ continued hie joumey to Persia, 
taking with him such magnificent preeents 88 the 8I1bject8 of 
his father had never aeen, and enough to make them all 
rejoice in hie return. Cambyeee greeted him with all the 
tenderne811 which a father might feel for 80 good and dutiful 
a 8OD, and havingcoDlltituted him hie heir, suffered him to 
oepart again for Media to marry ~ 00U8in. The nuptia1e 
were performed with all due magnificence, and accompanied 
by his wife and father.in.law, he again returned to Babylon. 
'there Cyaxa.ree reigned two years under the name of Dari1l8 
the Mede. 
or- Cpu 60m .BebJ1aa to Media, PeniII, Uld back. 
Bad Duliel v. 31. 

orOan- Daniel had now been prime minister to the kings of 
lei. Babylon sixty-seven yeare,··and such W88 his reputa

tion for wisdom and integrity, that Dariue made him chief of 
the· three superintendents or the kingdom. Dariue is supp08ed 
to have yielded to the cra.t\ of his courtiers in the affair of the 
lion's den, while Cyrus W88 absent 8I1bduing the countries 
near the Red Sea. 

Bad Dan. vi. 1-113, Uld xi. 1. 

B. C. 53&. Cynu, kiDI of Persia. 
By the death of his father and uncle, Cyrus now became 

IIOvereign of the Second Universal Monarchy. Every pro:. 
vince from the Indue to the Egean acknowledpd his author
ity, and the little territory of which his father nad been chief, 
was greatly enlarged. It was twenty.three years since he 

. left Persia at the head of a email band of 801diera, to eDg888 
in war with Nereg11saar, the most powerful monarch of tile 
Bast; his troops, 88 he DOW reviewed them, CODsisted of 609,-
000 foot, 12U,OOO horse, and 2000 armed chariots; and he 
J'8i~ed seven years unquestioned lord of.Asia. In the first 
year of hie reign expired the seventieth year of the Babylonisb 
captivity, and Cyrus, true to the prophesy, published the 
remarkable edict permitting the Jews to return to their own 
land. "The ehoaen people," under the conduct of Zorobabel, 
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lOOn after departed for Jerusalem. Daniel, at whose .instiga
tion this favorable tum in their affairs was doubtless effected, 
must have been at-this time more than eighty years old. 
Josephus says that he was much distinguished for his skill in 
architecture, and mentions a famous edifice built by him at 
SUM. It was a common tradition that he died in that city, 
and was honored with a splendid monument which remained 
even to the time of Christ. . 

To return to Cyrua. Historians differ as to the manner '0£ 
his decease. Herodotus say she died a prisoner, but XenophoD 
makes him close :a long life of enterprise and virtue, with a 
Calm and-happy death. The minister of God's vengeance 
upon those nations whose "cup of iniquity was full," he still 
tempered victory with humanity, and made the dominion of the 
" Arms of silver" more tolerable than that of the "Head of 
gold." He fulfilled his peculiar destiny, and effected the pur
pose for which he was raised up, unconscious that God had chosen 
him, and called him by name by the mouth of his prophet 
Isaiah, a century before his birth; but it is thought that his edict 
for restoring Jerusalem, proceeded from a, mind instructed in 
the Divine Oracles; and the Jews so.y, he acknowledged that 
he received the empire of the world from the God of Israel. 

Bound &he empire of Cyrus by passing a line from &he head wateR of the 
Indus, to tbe Ca8Jlian, Blackt Ailchipelago, and Mediterranean Sea .. ' and 
mention the countries tllen ana now embraced within &hole limits. 

Read It Cbron. xxxvi. 22, 23; Ezra i. I, 9; and vi. 1--5. 
Read Dan. ii. 38, 39; and vii. 5; also viii. 3, 4, 20. 

) B. C. 529. Cambyaes. 

Cambyses, son of Cy~s, succeeded to the throne of Persia. 
The wealth of his kingdom had not failed to affect his morals. 
As one born to command, he could not bear a refusal of that 
'he desired, even from an equal; 80 that when Amasis, king of 
Egypt,sent him another lady for his seraglio, instead of his own 
dnughter, he was filled with rage and determined to invade that 
country. His preparations being completed, in the 4th year 
of his reign, he marched to the frontiers of Egypt, where he 
learned that Amasis was just dead, and that Psammenitus, his 
son, was gathering all his forces to stop him at Pelusium. 
This place was very strong, and the siege of it might' bave 
detained him some time, had he not resorted to the following 
stratagem. In front of his army he placed a great number of 
cats, dog&, sheep, and other animals held sacrEld by the Egyp
tian&, and then attacked the city by storm. The soldiers of 
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the garrison, not -daring to Bing a dart or shoot an arrow, for 
fear of wounding their gods, Cambyses took the place without 
opposition.' .. 

Soon after, Psammenitus. approacbed with a large army, 
and offered battle: A desperate engagement followed, in which 
the Persians were entirely vietoriolls. Those of the Egyp
tians who escaped, Bed to Memphis. The bodies of the slain 
were collected, the Persians by themselves and the Egyptians 
by themselves, and buried in mounds one over against the 
other. In the days of Herodotus, the bones of the Egyptians 
and Persians were still mouldering in the places where they 
were buried. The skulls of the former were so hard, that a 
nolent 'blow from a stone could scarcely break them; while 
those of the latter were so soft, that a man might" pierce them 
with a conunon walking stick. The reason of this may be 
found in the different habits of the two nations. The Egyp
tians shaved their heads, and went always uncovered, while the 
Persians wore the turban, both at home and abroad. 

Cambyses pursued the fugitives to Memphis, and sent a 
herald to summon them to surrender. Contrary to the laws 
of war, the Egyptians fell upon him and his attendants, and 
slew them. Cainbyses, doubly enraged, attacked the place, 
without loss of time. His efforts were successful, and as 
soon as he had made himself master of the city, he selected 
ten times the number of his slaughtered ambassadors from 
the principal nobility, and caused them to be publicly exe
cuted. Among these was the eldest son of Psammenitus. 
As for Psammenitus himself, Cambyses seemed disposed to 
treat him with lenity. He spared his life, and appointed him 
an honorable maintenance; but subsequently finding him 
engaged in a conspiracy, he ordered him also to execution. 

Egypt was thus added to the Persian dominions, B. C. 525. 
From Mempbis, Cambyses proceeded to Baia, where he 

ordered the dead body of Amasis to be dra~ from its tomb, 
and burned, thinking that the greatest mdignity he could 
offer it. . 

Trace CambYlu to Peluaium, to Me!.llpbi& 
Read PlI&IIIJDenitua in Joseph'. chapler of Egypt. 

TIle Ethiopian B. C. 524. The next year, Cambyses deternii
upedition. ned to make war in three different countries, viz: 

against the Carthaginians, the Ammonians, and the Ethio
pians. The firIIt of these projects he was obliged to abandon, 
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because his Ph8llician sailors would not uaist against the 
Tyrian colony, Carthage; and the other two, served but to 
abow the madnees of • man drunk with power. He sent 
ambassadors into Ethiopia, carrying presents of purple cloths, 
golden bracelets, and perfumes, with secret orders to act as 
apies, and bring back an exact account of the &tate' and 
atrength of the cOuntry. The Ethiopians despised the pres
ents, imd with their natural shrewdnees concluded the ambu
aadors to be what they really were, enemiea in disguise; but 
to return the courtesy of Cambyses, the Ethiopian king took a 
bow in his hand, which a Persian could hardly lift, and draw
ing it with the utmost ease, said to the me&llengers, "This is 
the present, and this the counsel, which the king of Ethiopia 
givea to the king of Persia. When the Persians .hall -be able 
to bend a bow of this bignees and strength, with as much ease 
as I have now done, then let him come to attack the Ethio
pians, and bid him bring more forces than Cambyaea U, master 
of. Till then, let him thank the gods for not having put it 
into the hearts of the Ethiopians, -to extend their dominions 
beyond their own country." Upon the receipt of this answer, 
Cambyses determined to set oft' immediately, and he made 
such injudicious haste, that his army was not half aupplied 
with provision& He pushed on, however, without stoppins, 
till he reached Thebes. There he separated a chosen detach
ment of 50,000 men, and sent them into Ammonia, with 
orders to ravage the country, and destroy the famous temple 
of Jupiter Ammon. The devoted band, strangers to the perils 
of their journey, set off to obey the mandate of their king. 
For several days, nothing occurred to hinder their progreas, 
Save the hunger and thirst of a desert; but.finally, a strong 
wind came up from the south, and lifting the sands like wavea 
of the sea, moved them forward with irresistible power. The 
terror-st,ricken Persians struggled manfully with their fate, but 
the simoom of the desert was stronger than they, and, far 
from hope or help, they sank down, and were buried beneath 
the drifting sands. 

In the mean time, Cambyses pursued his joUrney. The 
harrennees of the country increased at every step. For the 
luxuries of E~pt, the army substituted herbs, roots, and leaves ; 
but these failmg, they began to devour their beasts of burden, 
and finally, they were reduced to the hom'ble alternative of 
starving· or eating one another. The lot was east, and every 
tenth man was doomed to become food (or his companions. 
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Cambyaes, in sight of all this misery, had feasted daily, accord
ing to his custom ; till at last, 80 mnny of his forces died, and 
discontent became 80 general, that, fearing a mutiny, he gave 
orders to return. 

With the remains of his army he reached Thebes, where 
he thought proper to vent his mortification upon the temple of 
the gods. The pillage amounted to 300 talents of gold, and 
2,300 of silver; a sum greater than 2,000,000 of our dollars. 
He also took away the circle of gold from the tomb of 
Osymandias. 

Which way tom Babylon were Carthage, Ammon, end Ethiopia? 
Tl8G!' ClIIIlbyael to Ethiopia, and the 50,000 towards Ammon. 
Read Oaymancliaa in Mary'. first chapter or Egypt. 

OuIlbyBM' From Thebes, Cambyses proceeded to Memphis. 
tyranny. As ho approaclled the city, the sound of mirth and 

festivity greeted his ears. Supposing that the people were re
joicing at the ill success of his expedition, he fell into a violent 
passion, and sending for the magistrates, demanded of them the 
cause of these unwonted demonstrations of joy. They told 
him that· their god Apia, recently deceased, had reappeared, 
and all the people were welcoming his arrival. Considering 
this as an evasion, he sent them to instant execution. He 
then called for the priests, of whom he made the same inquiry. 
Receiving the same answer, he ordered the god himself before 
him ; but when the deity appeared, and he found it was noth
ing but a calf, he ran up to it, and thrust his sword into its 
thigh, and upbraiding the priests for worshiping a beast, order
ed them to be scourged. The poor calf was carried back to 
its temple, where it died of its wound. The Egyptians said, 
that after this impious act, Cambyses went mail, but judging 
from his conduct he was bereft of reason long before. 

Cambyses' only brother, Smerdis, accompanied him into Ethi
opia; but as he was the only man who could draw the bow 
brought back by the ambassadors, Cambyses became jealous of 
him, and sent him home. Afterwards he dreamed that Smer. 
dis was king, which so wrought upon his imagination, that he 
sent Prexaspes, one of his chief favorites, to put him to death. 
However, Prexaspes was most cruelly punished for his crime, 
by the same jealous tyrant. Cambyses had caused several of 
his principal noblemen to be buried alive, and 80 many of his 
friends had suffered from his fury, that he began to fear for his 

6· 
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life. In one of bill jealous JDOOda, he obliged Prexupee to teD 
him what his subjects said of bim. Prexaspea spoke with the 
utmost caution. "Tbey admire ~ great many excellent quali
ties they see in you, but they are somewhat mortified at your 
immoderate love of wine." "I understand you," replied the 
king, "they pretend tbat wine deprives me of my reason; yOll 
shan be judge of that-immediately." Tben cailing for the SOD 

of Prexaspes, wbo was bis cup-bearer, to bring the goblets, be 
drank a greater quantity of wine than ever before, and order
ing the youth to stand at the farther end of a long hall, with 
his left hand upon his head, he took his bow, and declaring be 
aimed at the trembling boy's heart, discharged the arrow. To 
complete the cruel scene, he commanded Prexaspea to open 
biB son's side, and see if wine had impaired the steadiness of 
biB hand! The wretched father, trembling for his own life, 
replied, "Apollo could not have sbot better." 

Read the acC01lllt of Apia in the PrelimiDary Chapter. 

Camby&e8' In the eighth year of his reign, Cambyses left 
death. Egypt for Pelosi&. When he came into Syria, be 

found a herald there, sent from Susa to proclaim Smerdis, BOn 
of Cyrus, king, and to command the army to transfer their al
legiance to hiin. Cambyses, to know the facts in the case, bad 
the herald brought into his preeence, and cross-questioned with 
Prexaspes. FroUl this examination, it appeazed tqat the true 
Smerdis was really dead, and that the usurper could be no other 
than Smerdis the m~, who bore a strong reilemblaace to 
the murdered prince. Upon this, Cambyses made loud and 
public lamentations, declaring that his dear and only broth_ 
had been put to death by miStake, and ordering all his anny 

. to prepare to take vengeance upon the man who had 88IIUIIl8d 
bis name, he prepared to march against him. But just as he 
was mounting his horse, his aword slipped from its scabbard, 

. and wounded bim in the thigb. The Egyptians looked upon 
this as a judgment, for the indignity offered their god Apia. 
Wben Cambyses saw that he must die, he sent for the chier 
Persians, and making them acquainted with all the circum
stances oonoerning Smerdis, besought them not to suffer the 
sceptre to pass into the hands of 11 Median tribe, but to elect a 
king from their own number. He reigned seven years and five 
months. 

Trace CambYIU Aom. .... phil to SJria. 
~ abaul the DIIIIl ill PnliIIIiDarJ Chap&er. 
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B. C. H2. Smerdil. 

CoaeemiDl The Persians, thinking Cambyses had forged the 
8merdia' story he told them, out of 'hatred to his brother, 

earL paid no attention to it, and at his death quietly sub-
miued to the magian. To continue the imposture by which 
he had gained the throne, Smerdis shut himself up in the 
palace, and admitted only his chief officers to his presence; 
and to strengthen himself in the kingdom, he married all his 
predecessor's wives, among whom was Atossa, daughter of 
Cyrus, (for Cambyses had married two of his own sisters) and 
Phedyma, daughter of Otanes, a noble Persian. This noble
man, suspecting the imposition, sent a messenger to his daugh
ter, to know whether the king was the real Smerdis or some 
other man. She answered, that never having seen Smerdis, 
the son of Cyrus, she could not tell. He sent again, bidding 
her ask Atossa, who would of course know her own brother. 
She replied. that the king kept his wives in separate apart
ments, and she was not permitted to see Atossa. Otanes sent 
a third time, telling her that Cambyses had cut off the ears of 
Smerdis the magian, and bade her watch her opportunity 
when the king was asleep, and see whether he had any ears 
or not. She did so, and putting her hands carefully undet his 
turban, found that he was hi reality earless! 
0ampIneya04 When Otanes learned that his 8U8picions were 
~oa. correct, he entered into a conspiracy with Darius 

HysI8IIpe8, and five other noblemen, to dethrone the usurper. 
Every thing was kept secret, till the very day fixed. for the 
execution of the plot. On that day, a strange circwnltance 
prepared the minds of the people for the event. . 

The magians, constantly uneasy lest their artifice should 
be unveiled, had extorted a promise from Prexaspes, that he 
would declare before an assembly of the people, Smerdis the 
king, to be the son of Cyrus. Prexaspes, at the appointed 
time, mounted. to the top of a tower, and to the astonishment 
of the assembled. multitude, confessed that he had murdered. 
the true Smerdis with his own haud. He begged pardon 
of the J(Ods for the crime he had been compelled to c0m
mit, ana leaping from the tower, was instantly killed. by th_ 
fall. -
Detdb of 8 _ This unlooked for . event filled the magiana 
dl8 ao4 ~ with consternation. Smerdis retired to an inner 

of DarI-. chamber in the palace; thither the COIIIpiratora 
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pursued him, and having slain his g1l&rds, cut off his head 
and brought it out to the people. The mob, infuriated at 
being imposed upon, fell upon the magi, and destroyed so 
many of them, that the day was ever after called, "The 
slaughter of the magi." When the tumult had in some meas
ure subsided, the lords entered into a consultation about the 
form of government which should be adopted. Otanes de
clared for an aristocracy, but Darius gave so many good 
reasons in favor of 11 monarchy, that he brought the other 
lords into his opinion, and a monarchy was· decided upon. 
The next inquiry was, who should be king; and this being 
referred to the gods, the lot fell upon Darius, and he was 
accordingly anointed sovereign of Persia. The lords who had 
placed him on the throne, were his privy counselors, and in 
all public affairs were the first to deliver their opinions. They 
wore their tiaras bent forward, to distinguish them from the 
king, who wore his upright, and from the other nobles, who 
wore theirs bent back. 

B. C. !>21. Darius. 

Darius was the son of Hystaspes, of the royal family of 
Persia. In his youth he had served under Cyrus, and been. 
rewarded for his valor by the hand of the daughter of Gobryas. 
After his accession to the throne, he took his predecessor's 
wives, and Aristona, another daughter of Cyrus. He was the 
greatest and most powerful king that ever filled the throne 
of Persia. Cyrus and Cambyses had conquered nations, but 
Darius was the true founder of the Persian state; the various 
oountries which thq had brought into subjection, Ae organ
ized into an empire, where every member felt its place,and 
knew its functions. His realm stretched from the Egean to 
tbe Indus, from the steppes of Scythia to the cataracts of the 
Nile. This vast tract he divided into twenty districts, and 
sauled how much each portion was to contribute to the royal 
treasury; but though the sum required was much less than 
the inhabitants were able to pay without inconvenience, they 
murmured at it. They called Cyrus, father; Cambyses, mas
ter; but Darius they styled "the merchant." The annual 
revenue in his days amounted to .9,600,000. 

The building of the temple, and the rearing up of the walls 
of Jerusalem, had been interrupted in the pleceding reigns; 
but in the second year of this prince, Haggai the prophet, and 
Zechariah, the son of Iddo, stirred up the people to the work. 
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The ancient enemies of the Jew8 strove to hinder them, aod 
even sent a letter to Darius to advertise him of what was going 
on in the province of Judea. The recorda of Cyrus being 
searched, his decree was found at Acmetha or Ecbatana, and 
Darius gave orders ijlat the builders should be tolerated not 
only, but assisted in their pious work. 

Read of the daughter ofGobryu on page 46. Compare the realm ofCyrua 
with dud of Dariu. Read Eather i. I, I, and Ezra iv .• ; and v. enme i allO 
vi. I, I, 6, and Hag. i. 1. 

TakiDI[ oE In the beginning of his reign, Darius meditated an 
BabylOn. invasion of Scythia; but this expedition was delayed 
by the revolt of Babylon. During the troubles about Smerdis, 
and the election of Darius, the inhabitants had been engaged 
in laying up provisions, and preparing for war; tbey now 
boldly threw off the yoke. The Jews, warned by the exhor
tation of Zechariah, "Thou Zion that dwelleat with the 
da.ughter of Babylon, flee from the country and save thyself," 
had probably availed themselves of the king's permission, and 
returned to Jerusalem. To make their provisions last as long 
as poaaible, the Babylonians determined to destroy all the 
UIl8el'Vieea.ble persona in the place. Tbey assembled their 
wives and children together, and strangled them, only permit
ting each man to retain his best beloved wife, and one maid 
servant to do the work of the family. The capitulation of the 
city by famine seemed as hopeless as in tbe days of Cyrus; the 
Persians tried the old stratagem of drainin~ the Euphrates in 
vain, the battering rams made no impre&8lon on the massive 
wWls, and at the end of eighteen months victory seemed as 
far off as ever. But assistance came to Darius in an uDlooked 
for manner. Megabyses, one ofthesaven conspirators against 
Smerdis, had a SOD Zopyrus whom Darius tenderly loved. 
What was the king's astonishment, to see this young noble.. 
lnan appear before him one day, with his ears and nose cut 
~ and his whole body mangled in the moat shocking manner. 
Starting up from his throne, he cried out, " Who is it, Zopy. 
rus, that has dared to treat you thus ,.. " Yourself, 0 king;" 
replied Zopyrus; "the desire tbat I bad of rendering you 
service bas brougbt me into this condition. As J was fully 
persuaded that you would never have consented to this meth. 
od, I consulted only the zeal I have for your servioe." He 
then unfolded his design to the king, and with him concerted . 
a plan to insure ita success. All woullded and b1eedinS 88 h' 
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was, Zopyrus made his way to Babylon, and begged admit
tance. The guards took him in, and carried him before the 
governor. To him, Zopyrus represented that Darius had thus 
mutilated his body, because he tried to dissuade him from 
continuing the siege, and he added that his only feeling now 
was, a desire of revenge. His name and person were well 
known at Babylon, his wounds testified to the truth of his 
story, and the governor fell at once into the snare. Zopyrus 
was most active in the garrison. He sallied out with the 
Babylonians, and defeated the Persians in so many enga~ 
ments, that the whole city rang with his praise. Finally, ne 
was appointed generalissimo of the army, and intrusted with 
the keeping of the walls. At the tiote agreed upon, Darius 
came up with his forces, and Zopyrus opened the gates to bis 
master. The king then ordered the hundred gates to be pulled 
down, and the massive walls to be demolished, that the city 
might never again defy the Persian arms. Three thousand 
of the principal rebels were impaled, and the remainder 
reeeived-a free pardon. . 

How was Babylon taken by Cyrus 1 

Tbe 8eythian This inconvenient insurrection being thus tenni-
expedition. nated, Darius set out for the Scythian war. The 

whole military force of the empire was put in motion, and the 
numbers of the army amounted to 700,000 men. His fleet, 
manned chiefly by Ionian mariners, was directed to sail up 
the Egean, through the Hellespont and Bosphorus into the 
Euxine; thence up the Danube to a certain point, where he 
would join it with his land forces. At the head of his army, 
he moved through Asia Minor, crossed the Bosphorus on a 
bridge of boats, and proceeded through Thrace to the place of 
rende~vous. In several places he erected magnmoient pillars, 
with. high sounding inseriptions. On one was carved, "This 
pillar was erected by Darius, the .best and handsomest of all 
men living." To cross the Danube, he made another bridge 
of boats, the keeping of which he committed to the Ionians, 
telling them, if he did not return in two months, they might 
retire. The Scythians, hearing of this formidable invasion, 
sent their wives and children, their flocks and herds, into 
those impenetrable fastnest'6B, known only to themselves. 
They· also filled up the wells, stopped the springs, and consum· 
ed all the forage of those places through which the Persians 
were to pass. Thus secure, they slowly retreated before the 
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advancing hosts, drawing them on, deeper and deeper, into the 
forests of Europe. Darius, weary of the tediQus pursuit, sent 
a herald to the king of the Scythians, inquiring why he did not 
stop and give battle; or, if he feared him, why he did not ac
knowledge his master, by sending earth and water. The Scy
thian replied, that he had neither cities nor lands to defend, 
and that he acknowledged no other master than Jupiter. 

The farther Darius advanced into the country, the greater 
were the hardships to which his army were exposed. Just 
when it was reduced to the last extremity, there came a herald 
to him from the Scythian prince, bringing a bird, a mouse, a 
fro,:, and five arrows, as a present. Darius 'was sorely puz
zled to know what these typified; but one of his seven lords 
explained the enigma in this manner: "Know," said he, 
"that unless you can flyaway in the air like a bird, or hide 
in the earth like a mouse, or mm in the water like a frog, 
you shall not be able to escape the arr0fD8 of the Scythians." 
The Persians had' now COme upon a barren country, and were 
in danger of perishing for want of water, so that Darius found 
himself under an absolute necessity of abandoning his impru
dent enterprise. 

Therefore, as soon as night came on, the Persians built their 
camp fires as usual, and leaving the infirm and sick behind 
them, marched away as fast as possible towards the Danube. 
The Scythians, discovering their retreat, sent an express by a 
shorter path, to persuade the lonians to destroy the bridge, and 
thus throw the Persian king into their power. Miltiades, then 
tyrant of Chersonesus, perceiving that this would break the 
yoke from the neck of the Ionian colonies, strongly advocated 
the measure; but Histiaeus, governor of Miletus, represented 
that, as they held their power of Darilis, to turn 'against him 
would be to destroy themselves. The Persians were therefore 
permitted to pass the bridge in safety, and Darius finally reach
ed Sardis, where he spent almost a year in recruiting his 
army. 

Trace the Beet of Darius from the Archipelago into the Danube. 
Trace his land army from Suaa to the Pruth, where it joined the Beet. 
Trace Darius farther north to the Volga i back to SardU. 

Conqu8tof 60s. To wipe away the disgrace ofthisunfortu. 
1Ddia. tunate enterprise, the Persian monarch shortly after 

undertook an expedition against India. 
He caused a Ileet to be fitted out upon the Indus, which, un-
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det the command of Scylu, puaed down through the South. 
em Ocean, and up the Red Sea.. By the conquest of Indiat 
an immense revenue was added to the Persian treasury. 502. 
This year, to attach the Phenicians to his interest, Darius ~ 
stored independence to Tyre, seventy years after it was taken 
by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Trace the 8eet of Dariu. 
Read I •. om. 15. . 

CHAPTER XX. 500. ANN. 

Dariu. Xea... Arluea .. IMlgimanu. Xea .. II. Arlueaee lila .. 
mcm, hia broih8l' CYllJ8 revolts. 

This century is filled with the most important events to PM
sia and Greece. The Persian invasions 'introduce so com
plete and interesting a comparison of these rival powers, that 
tbe attention of the historian is especially directed to them, 
and the student is requested to make himself particularly fa
miliar with all the causes which contributed to the overthrow 
of the hosts of Asia, by the Grecian states. 

Histiaeus, tyrant of Miletus, who had preserved the bridge 
of boats over the Danube, was invited to Susa by Darius. Be
fore setting out for court, he committed the govemment of Mi
latus to Ar~ras, his son-in-law. About the same time, 
Darius made hIS own brother, Artaphernes, pemor of Sar
dis. A quarrel arose between ~ras lind Artaphernea. 
Histiaeus, who knew the character ana temper of the Greeks, 
and was at the same time anxious to retum home, sent a IJle&. 
&enger to Aristagoras, telling him that his wisest COUI'll8 would 
be, to revolt from the Persians entirely, and to engage all the 
Ionian colonies to do the same. Aristagoras complied with his 
fatherts desire, and soon all the stQUIeJ of Grecian descent in 
Asia Minor, were engaged in a ~ league against Persia. 
Btill further to strengthen his arm;.~.. .l ras made ~ v~yase 
across to the Egean, to persuade the~~ks, by theU' ties or 
kindred, and their ancient freedom, to _ist their brethren of 
Ionia, in regaining their liberties. An tDsult which the Ath. 
nians had themselves received from Persian pride, induced 
them to listen to his representations. About ten years before, 
they had banished Hippias, for usurping authority over the 
state. Artaphemes had received the exile, and listened to his 
complaints. The Athenians sent to justify their conduct to the 
Persian governor, and received for answer, if they wished to 
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be safe, they must take 'Hippiaa for their king. When Aria
tagoras therefore told them of the oppressive rule of Artapher
nes over the Ionian colonies, and entreated their help to break 
the yoke, they entered rMdily into his feelings, and agreed to 
assist the l~e with twenty ships. 
BurniDIOf The Eretrians, inhabitants of a little city in Eubma, 

BardiL added five more; and with this slight re-enforeement, 
Aristagoras returned to Ephesus, where he landed with his 
confederates, and marched to Sardis.' The governor retired 
to the citadel; the Greeks had free plunder; and a soldier, 
perceiving that most of the buildings were roofed with reeds, 
set one of them on fire. The flames spread from house to 
house, and soon the whole city was on fire. This burning 
of Sardis by Aristagoras, and the Athenians, was the torcli 
which lighted the flame of war in Asia Minor, and kindled in 
the breast of Darius an inextinguishable desire of revenge. 
When the intelligence WIl8 brought to him, he called for a 
bow, put an arrow into it, and shot it into the air, with these 
words: "Grant, 0 Jupiter, that I may be able to revenge my
self upon the Athenians." After he had thus spoken, he com
manded one of his attendants to exclaim thrice every time din
ner was set before him, " Master! remember the Athenians." 

Trace Arialagoraa. 

Death of ArlItapU . During all these commotions, Histi8e\lS had 
and Biotiaeus. remained in Susa; but perceiving that Dariue 

8U8p6Cted that his relative had acted by his directions, he begged 
permission to go and quell the revolt. His request wasfinally 
granted; but before he anived at Miletus, Aristagoras was 
slain in battle; Histiaeus offered himself at once to the lonians, 
and used every means in his power to become head of the 
league; but they all feared him, and at last, his intrigues btr
ing discovered, he was cru~ by Artape rnes. 

Trace Hiariae1l8 nom 8118& to Miletu. 

~tl~D of B. C. 494. In the 28th year of his reign, 
ODlua. Darius having fitted out a fleet, committed it to the 

command of Mardonius, his son-in-law, with orders to punish 
the Greeks for the burning of Sardis. Mardonius was 0. young 
man, and not over skilful in the art of war, and though more 
entitled to consideration for being the king's son-in.law, ~ 
not perhaps the more gifted on that account. In doubling 
Mount Athos, his fleet encountered a violent stonn, in whi~ 
three hundred ships were wrecked, and about 20,000. men 

7 
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drowned. His land army shared a similar fate. The Tha
clans attacked the camp by night, made a great slaughter, aod 
wounded Mardonius himself. ThUll the brat army fitted out 
against Athens, did not succeed in reaching Greece at all! 

Trace Mardonio8 from Epbewa &0 AthOl. 

Bspedition of The 10lllleS of Mardonius only animated Darius 
Dati. &lid N- to greater exertions. He caused another army to 

&apbernee. be assembled, appointed Datis and Astaphernes, 
two generals of tried abilities, to command it, and engaged the 
banished Hippias to conduct them to Athens by the shortest 
route. However, to leave no sWn upon his clemency, he 
first sent heralds into Greece, demanding" earth and water." 
Some of the States, intimidated by the mighty preparations 
making in Asia, yielded the required tokens of submission; 
but. the heralds sent to Athens and Sparta were thrown, one into 
a ditch, and the other into a well, and tauntingly told to help 
themselves to earth and wo.ter. When every thin~ waa 
ready, Darius sent away his generals, telling them to give up 
Athens and Eretria to be plundered, to burn 0.11 the houses 
and .temples, and to bring all the inhabitants to Persia, bound 
in chains, which he provided for that purpose. This time the 
Persians passed directly across the Egean, and landed without 
any accident upon the island of Euboea. They took and 
bomed the city of Eretria, according to the commandment, 
and sent home a company of cbained captives as an eamest of 
future victories. Thence conducted by Hippias, tbey depart
ed, cl'Ol!8ed the strait of Euripus, and landed on the plains of 
Marathon. A description of this battle will be given in the 
history of Greece. Let it suffice to say, that the Persians 
were totally defeated, that they made a rapid retreat, and that 
Hippiaa was slain. 

Thus ended the second attempt upon Greece. 
Trace the Seet of DariUl from Epheaoa &0 Eretria, &0 A&heoe. 

FurtIftlr~ra- The anger of Darius was doubly inflamed 
tiODa 0 WI. against Athens by the event of Marathon, and 

he resolved that the insolent people, who had invaded his terri
tories, bumed his city, abused his heralds, and driven his gen
erals to a shameful flight, should feel the full weight of his 
lp'IIl. The preparations be now set on foot, were on a vast 
scale, and demanded a longer ti~e. For three years all Asia 
was kept in a continual stir; in the fourth, his attention was 
distracted by a quarrel between his sons, respecting the sue-
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ceasion, and by aD insurrection in F«YPt. The crown he 
aettled upon Xerxes, his eldest 80n bi' A.tosBa, daughter of 
Cyrus; but he died before he had finished his preparationa 
against Egypt and Athena. He reigaed tbirty-aix years. On 
his tomb was inscribed, " We were able to drink much wine, 
aDd to bear it well." . 

B. C. 485. Xerxe8 die GnIa&. 

By the death of Darius, and the accession of Xerxes the 
Persian, the scepter passed from the hands of a prince reared 
among the privations of a camp, to one born in a palace, the 
favorite son of the favorite queen, who had been nurtured in 
luxury, and taught to look upon the kingdom as an inheri
tance to which the blood of Cyrus gave him a pre-eminent 
claim. Xerxes was not naturally ambitious, but his fiattere1'8 
persuaded him that it was absolutely necessary for him to car
ry out the great projects which his father had left unfinished. 
The Egyptians were first punished. He invaded the country 
in person and purposely made the yoke of the inhabitants 
more go.lling than before. Stimulated by this success, he 
resolved on the invasion of Greece. A council was called of 
the most illustrious persons in the empire, before whom he 
laid his plans. The speech put into his mouth by Herodotus, 
will best display the character and extent of his views. " I 
desire," said he, "to imitate the example of my predecessors, 
who all distinguished their reigns by noble enterprises. I 
ought to revenge the insolence of the Athenians, who pre
sumed to fall upon Sardis and burn it to ashes. I ought also 
to revenge the disgrace, which my country received at the 
battle of Marathon. I anticipate great advantages from a 
war which may lead to the conquest of Europe, the most fer
tile country in the universe." After thus expressing his 
desires, and addin~ various arguments in favor of their being 
carried out, he WaIted till the others should express their opin
ions. Mardonius spoke first, and gave his voice for war, as 
necessary to wipe out the'foul blots from the Persian name, 
and to teach the cowardly Greeks the danger of oifending the 
great king. The rest of the assembly, seeing how well Xerxes 
received his brother-in-law's adulation, dared not contra
dict it, with the exception of Artabanus, thls king's uncle, who 
endeavored to divert the course of deliberation to more seridUs 
eonsiderations than the glory of the expedition. But Xerxes, 
who could not bear contradiction, gave his faithful adviser a 
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89vere rebuke, and told him that he should be punished by 
being left among the women whom he resembled in cowardice. 
The war was therefore resolved upon. . 

Who wu the mother 01 Xen:.-' Who _ m. ~erT 
Traee him into EgJpL 

Pr~0D8 Xerxes' aim was not merely to collect a force 
f'Or war. sufficient to overcome all opposition, but to set his 

whole power in magnificent array, that he might enjoy the 
sight of it himself, and display it to the admiration of the 
world. For four years longer Asia was kept in restless tur
moil: less time would not suffice to provide subsistence for the 
countless host about to be poured upon Europe. Besides the 
stores to be carried by the deet, magazines were to be formed 
along the whole line of march as far as the confines of Greece. 
The most skilful en~eers of Phenicill and Egypt, were sent . 
forward to build a brIdge of boats across the Hellespont, and a 
multitude of men were despatched to the Chalcidice to exca
vate a canal through the isthmus which joined Mount Athas to 
the continent. Nay, the "great king" himself honored the 
mountain with a letter couched in these terms: " Athos, thou 
proud aspiring mountain, that liftest thy head to the heavens, 
be not 80 audacious as to put rocks and stones in my way. If 
thou opposest my servrnts, I will cut thee down, and throW' 
thee headlong into the sea!' When these preparations were 
drawing to a close, Xerxes set forth for Sardis, where he de
signed to spend the winter, and gather the multitudes together, 
,...ho were assembling in all the provinces of his vast empire. 
During his stay in this place, a violent storm drove the boats 
from their moorings, and destroyed the bridge over the Helles
pont. Xerxes, enraged at the loss of 80 much time and labor, 
put the architects to death, and caused chains to be thrown 
into the sea to teach it submission. Another bridge was 
speedily commenced of double rows of boats; one for the 
army, and the other for the baggage. This bridge was made 
by chaining together 674 vessels, and fastening them at eacb 
end by cables thrown over strong piles driven into the earth. 
Massive anchC?rs were dropped from the sides to hold them in 
their places; dat bottomed boats lashed firmly together, form
ed a floor above, and battlements were erected on each side to 
prevent the cattle from being frightened by the violence of the 
waves. The length of the bridge was not far short of a mile. 

Where is Mount AthOl, and why did the Persians rear to po .. the PN' 
tIlODtory ., See map oC Greece. 
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Xeniee' Early in the sprulg, (B. C. 480,) Xerxes besan hill 
.-reb. march from Sardis with the mighty annament which 
had been collected from Media, Persia, and all the tributary 
nations; a motley crowd, including many atrange varieties of 
complexion, dress and language, each tribe retaining its nation. 
al annor and mode of fighting. There were recruits from 
all the different people who were allied with Crmsus against 
Cyrus the Great. There was the Immortal Band, there the 
Median cavalry; there the Persian lancers, with spears knob
bed with gold; there the sacred horses richly caprisoned; and 
there the royal chariot where Xerxes sat in state, except when 
fatigued with riding, he sheltered himself from the heat of the 
sun in an easier carriage. The fleet coasted along the Egean, 
and the army moved forward to Abydos, a city of Bithynia, 
near the straits. Here Xerxes, desirous to witness a mock 
Ilea fight, ascended a lofty throne and beheld, as far as the eye 
could reach, the bosom of the Hellespont, crowded with his 
ships, and the plains and mountains of ancient Ilium covered . 
with his troops. A feeling of pride and satisfaction spread . 
through his heart I1S he BUl"Veyed the glittering array, and 
reflected that, at the head' of the largest army ever brought 
into the field, he wasahout to BUbjugate the fairest portion of 
the earth. But a BUdden shade pll8Sed over his countenance: 
tor a moment· the pomp and pageantry of the mustered h0Bt8 
faded from his view: "In one hundred years' time," said he, 
"not one liting soul willrernain of all the thousands who no'; 
811lTOund me," and the monarch, throned in power and pride, 
wept at the thought. 
Puaing tile ·AIJ soon as the BUn's tirst rays appeared upon the 

llriclle· horison, the bridge was strewed with' myrtle, and 
sprinkled abundantly with sweet odors. Then Xerxes poured 
out libations into the sea, and turning his face to the rising 
sun, implored the protection and guidance of the great god 
Mithras, till he should complete the conquest of Europe. 
After golden vessels and a swoM had been thrown into the sea, 
the ten thousand Immortals, crowned with chaplets, advanced 
upon the bridge. The army followed as rapidly as possible, 
the officers lashing the poor soldiers' all the way to quicken 
their speed, yet so vast was the multitude that the living tide 
flowed without interruption seven days and seven nights, 
before the last man, Xerxes himself, the tallest and most 
majestic person in all that host, had arrived upon the Euro. 
pean shore. In the great plain of Doriseus, on the banks of 

7· 
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tile Hebrus, an attempt was made to number the army. Ten 
thousand men were formed in as small a space as possible. A 
fence was then raised around them; they were dismissed, the 
enclosure filled again and again, till all had passed within the 
circle; and according to this muster the infantry alone amount
ed to 1,700,000. The cavalry was counted by divisions, and 
the mariners by the number which each ship carried, and the 
whole exceeded two millions and a half of fighting men. The 
women nnd servants who always attended the Persian camp, 
could not be less than as many more, 80 that the whole body 
was estimated at five millions. To feed this multitude with 
only the scanty portion allowed to slaves, required 662,000 
bushels of flour per day, yet such preparations had been made 
that, with the provisions laid up in the magazines and those 
carried by the vessels of burden, there was no lack of any 
thing in the camp. Avant couriers had been sent out to pre
pare for the ooming of the lord of Asia. Wherever the royal 
train halted a superb pavilion was erected, adomed with the 
most costly furniture. Many cities of Europe, anxious to 
propitiate the mighty power moving through their territories, 
provided evan vessels of gold and silver for the table. The 
rapacious attendants of the Persian court spared nothing; in 
the moming when the army marched, all was carried off. In 
this manner Xerxes continued his course till he reached the 
IIpOt where Demaratus, a banished Lacedemonian king, had 
told him he would find his whole army stopped by a handful 
of mep. 
Thermo- Thermopylm is a narrow r.sss o( Mount Oeta, about 

wile. fifty paces broad. On one side, roared the sea; on the 
other, rose the precipitous mountain. Through this narrow 
defile, lay the path of the Persians, anel an army could scarcely 
reach Atitca by any other route. When Xerxes came to this 
place, he found the truth of Demaratus' words. A band of 
heroes were stationed here, determined to give sueh an im
pression of Grecian valor, as should teach the haughty Per
sians the character of the men they had come to enslave. 
Xerxes waited four days, hoping to frighten them away, or 
bribe Leonidas, their leader, to betray his country. He wait. 
ed in vain, and Leonidas rejected his offers with scom. On 
the fifth day, he ordered a body of Median cavalry to fall upon 
the rash and insolent enemy, and lead them all captive into his 
presence. A throne was erected for him, from which he could 
llUrVey the narrow entrance of the pass, and the prowess of his 
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aoldien. Their numbers aerved only to impede their eftOrta ; 
the foremost fell, the hinder advanced over their bodies to the 
charge, their repeated OJl88ts broke upon the Greeks idly, as 
waves upon the rock. The day wore on; and spent with fa
tigue, and greatly thinned in their ranks, they were re-called 
from the contest. The despised Greeks were. now thought wor
thy to cope with the Immortals, and all the next day the impa
tient monarch saw with grief and rage, the slaughter of his own 
body guard. Three times he started from his throne, as though 
about to chastise the intreped Spartins with his own hand for 
the havoc they were making in his chosen band. The day 
following, the attack was renewed with no better success, and 
the confidence of Xerxes was changed to gloom and despon
dency, when an inhabitant of the country revealed to him a 
secret path over the mountain. A party was immediately sent 
out with the traitor, and by day-break the next morning, the 
Grecians learned that the Persians were coming over the brow 
of the mountain; and before noon, the devoted band of Spar
tans were attacked in front and rear, by the whole power of 
Xerxes. They fought desperately to the last, and were finally 
overwhelmed by the arrows, javelill8, and stones of the enemy. 
Where they fell, they were buried, their tomb, as the poet 
sang, was an altar; a sanctuary, in which Greece revered the 
memory of her second founders. Xerxes lost 20,000 men in 
this engagement, and his Beet also auft"ered the same day a se
vere defeat off Cape ArtemilJium. 

Where are Thermopyle 8IId AJtemili_ 1 

Detacbment IeDt Xerxes had beard 80 much of the wealth of 
to Delp1d. Delphos, that he thought to enrich himselfby the 

plunder of ita treasures.. A detachment was accordingly aent 
across the Pamassian mountains, to bring away the vessels of 
~ld and silver deposited there. The Delphians, hearing of 
Ita approach, asked counsel of the oracle. The Pythia re
sponded. "The arms of Apollo will be sufficient for the de
fence of his shrine." Thus encouraged, no preparations were 
made to resist the enemy. As the Persians were marching 
through the dark and deep defiles of the mountains, a violent 
storm arose, the wind prostrated huge trees across their path, 
the mountain torrents loosened rocks and stones, and poured 
them down upon them with a mingled tide of earth and water ; 
the Delphians added their wild cries to tAe howling of the 
storm; and the thunder, repet10ted by a thousand echoes, com. 
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pleted their coDSternation. They fled, or fell, overcome with 
terror; they trampled one upon another, they became entangled 
in the forest, or were thrown down precipices, and but few or 
them ever returned to tell the tale of their disaster. 
Burning of Meantime, the rest of the Persians advanced through 

Athens. Beotia to Attica. No troops came out to dispute 
their passage. Xerxes thought he had not calculated in vain 
upon the cowardice of the Grecians. When he reached 
Athens, the streets were deserted. With the exception of a 
few old people, devotees and priests, who had taken shelter in 
the citadel, every person had escaped to the islands of Egina 
and Salamis. Xerxes plundered the temples, stanned the 
citadel, and reduced the city to ashes. The pictures and 
statues which the refined Athenians had spent years in execu
ting, he sent to his uncle Artabanus, with the glad tidings tluzt 
Athe718 had shared the fate of Sardis. . 

Trace the detachment to Delphi. 

Battle of In the narrow strait between Attica and Salamis, 
Bllamil. the little fleet of the Greeks awaited the storm of war 
which was slowly rolling round the promontory of Sunium. 
The Persians advanced with their numerous vessels, and filled 
up the port of Phalereum. • In the consternation and agony 
of seeing their city burned, and their bay crowded with hostile 
ships, many of the Greeks advocated the propriety of moving 
down to the vicipity of Corinth, and awaiting the enemy there; 
but Themistocles induced them to give battle there, and thus 
the engagement took place, in a strait 80 narrow that the Per
sians could scarcely turn their ships, but were forced to fight 
band to hand. From a lofty eminence, Xerxee again beheld 
his troops repulsed by the hardy Greeks; many of his shipe 
were entangled and sunk, and his disheartened soldiers retired 
in the greatest disorder. That night the whole Beet aban
doned the coast of Attica, and sailed away for the Hellespont. 
Mardonius, who perCeived that Xerxes was desirous of escap
ing from the dangers and mortifications which surrounded 
him, proposed that the king should return to Asia with the 
body of the al1DY, leaving himself with 300,000 of the best 
troops, to complete. the eonqllest of Greece. To this proposal 
the monarch gladly assented. 

Where waa Salamia.i 

* See map of Albena in AnD's cbapter of Greece. 
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Xerses' • Xerxes having passed into Theeaaly, permitted Mar· 
.... c. donius to select his soldiers, and leaving them to winter 
there, pursued his march toward Asia. "Widely different from 
the appearance of the glit1.ering hoat which a few months be
fore had advanced over the plains of Macedonia and Thraee 
to the conquest of Greece, was the aspect of the crowd which 
was now hurrying back along the same road. The splendor, 
the pomp, and the luxury and ease were exchanged for disas
ter and distress, want and disease." The contents of the maga. 
zines had been destroyed or purloined by those who had the 
charge of them; comfortable food was not to be obtained, and 
as the retreating multitude passed those places, impoverished 
by their recent visit, they were foreed to subsjat upon the bark 
and leaves of trees. Sickness came with famine; great num. 
bers were left to the charity of their enemies; and when they 
reached the river Strymon, numbers still greater were drown
ed in attempting to pass upon the ice, which the SUD was fast 
melting away. In forty.five days after he left MardoniWl, 
Xerxes reached the HellesponL The rebellious sea had torn 
his vesaels from their anchors, and dashed in pieces the bridge 
which it had coat so much time and labor to construct, but tile 
tleet (or what remained of it,) was there to transport the poor 
fragment of his army to Abya08. The exploits of MardoniU8 
will be recounted in the history of Greece. The life of Xerxes 
after this inglorioU8 campaign, may be told in a few word&. 
He gave himself up to a round of pleasures, and was slain by 
ArtabanU8, captain of his guards, B. C. 474. 

Trace Xerxes from S1I8B til Sardia, on map No.3. 
From Sardis 10 the HellellpOnt, on No.2-
FJom the Hellespont 10 Tbennopyle; 10 Athena and back. 

Arluerzee ueenda Xerxes had four 8ODS; Darius, Hystaspes, 
\be throne. Artaxerxes, and Achmmenes. When Artah&-

nus left the chamber of the murdered monarch, he went direct
ly to that of Artaxerxes, and awakening him from sleep, told 
him that his brother Darius had assassinated his father. The 
youth immediately arose, and without waiting to inquire into 
the aifair, hastened to his brother's bed and killed him. Arta
banus, having thus got rid of Xel"Xes and Darius. p~laimed 
Artaxerxes lOng, thinking he would prove a convenient tool, 
till a' faction could be formed strong enough to place the crown 
Upon his own head; but the young prince, suspecting the 
game his pretended friend was playing. orde.-ed him to execu-
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lion. By thie time, intellisenee of- his father's death had 
reached Hystaspes, governor of Baetria, who conaequently 
prepared to assert his right to the crown. Two battles were 
fought by the rival brothers; in the last of which Hyetaspee 
was slain. Artuerxea thus gaiIled quiet posseaai.on of the 
throne of Persia, B. C. 473. He wu called Artuerx_ 
Longimauns, from the length of his arms. 
The Em!- B. C. 466. The Egyptians always wore the yoke 
tian revolt. of Persia uneasily; and in this year, having made 
Inarus, prince of the Lybians, their king, they revolted. 
Artaxerxes sent his brother Achremenes, with 300,000 men, 
to reduce them to obediedce. It fared ill with the Persians at 
first. The Athetllans made alliance with the Egyptians, and 
Achremenes was slain with one-third of his army. The other 
200,000 Persians made their escape to Memphis, where they 
entrenched themselves in a part of a city called the Whi1B 
Wall. There the Egyptians besieged them three years. A. 
soon as practicable, Artaxerxes fitted out another army to SO 
to the relief of his unfortunate subjects. While Artabuus 
sailed up the Ni~, with a part of the troops, Megabysus (son 
of Zopyrus, who gained Babylon,) advanced with his dirisioll 
by land to Memphis. The tables were now tumed. Defeat 
followed Inarus and his allies, while victory crowned the 
efforts of the Persians. The besiegers were in their turn 
besieged in Biblos, a city built between two arms of the Nile. 
For a year and a half the Persians maintained the blockade; 
and finally, by draining one of the encircling arms, opened a 
passage to the ~ity. Inarus then surrendered, with fifty of his 
Athenian friends, on the solemn promise of Megabysus, that 
their lives should be spared. The rest of the Grecians had. 
free permission to leave the country, and the Egyptians were 
again reduced to servitude. 

Artaxerxes kept Inarus and the Athenians five years as pris
oners of war, during which time his mother importuned him 
daily to deliver them into her hands, that she might sacrifice 
them to the manes of her son Achremenes. Overcome by 
her entreaties, the king finally yielded, and the inhuman prin
cess put them all to a cruel death. Megabysus felt this con
tempt of his solemn oath most keenly. He left the court, 
retired to his government of Syria, and finally openly revolted. 
After overComing the armies sent againt him, and in all things 
showing himself superior to his sovereign, he was at last per
suaded to return to his allegiance by his wife, Amytis, sister or 
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Artaxerzes. But in hunting with the king one day, like the 
lOll of Gobryaa, he killed a wild beast, which the monarch had 
rouaed from the thicket. Though by this act he saved the 
life of his royal master, yet he was condemned to die for a 
breach of court etiquette. His wife again interposed, and 
prevailed upon her brother to commute his punishment into 
banishment. .After remaining five years in lonely exile, he 
~ himself as a leper, and repaired to Susa, where his 
wife recognised him, and by entreaties again restored him to 
royal favor, which he enjoyed till his death. He was a man 
of the greatest abilities, and the ablest ~eral in all Persia. 
BiICorl- In the reign of Artaxerxel!l, Esdras, Nehemiah, and 

..... Ezra, were sent to Jerusalem. They disposed the 
books of Scripture in their present order, composed the books 
of Chronicles, and thOle bearing their own names. While 
engaged in this important business, Herodotus commen
ced his works, 80 that profane history took the seal of au
thenticity about the time that the sacred writers closed their 
labors. Herodotus was followed by Xenophon, Diodorus, 

. Livy, Tacitus, and others whose worke still" exist in the origi
nal Greek and Latin. This Artaxerxes is supposed to have 
been the husband of Esther. 

Read Neh. i. entire: and ii. 1-8; alIo mi. 6, 7. 
Read Ezra vii. I, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12-.26; and viii. 31,3S ; alao Elther:l. entire. 

B. C. 425. XeneB n. 
Xerxes was the only legitimate SOB of Artaxerxes; but it 

was his misfortune to have seventeen half-brothers, one of 
whom, Sogdinnus, followed the newly elected monllrCh to his 
apartment, and killed him while overcome with wine. He 
reigned 45 days. 

B. C. 424. Sogdianae. 

Sogdianus then assumed the royal tiara, to wear it only 
about six months. All his brothers envied him, and he feared 
all his brothers. Ochus, governor of llyrcania, to escape 
the death which Sogdianus threatened him, openly declared 
himself the avenger of Xerxes' blood. 'The nobility joined 
him; Sogdianus was take~ prisoner, and thrown into a cyUn
ser filled with ashes, which was made to revolve till he was 
dufl'ocated. He reigned 195 days. 

B. C. 424. Orchae, or Darius Nothua. 

As soon as Ochus asce~ the throne, he took the name 
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of Darb., to which the Greeks added Notbus-illegitimate. 
Troubles in Asia Minor, Egypt, Arabia, and Media, would 
have kept Darius in a constant state of anxiety, had not Pary
satis the queen contrived to engage him in a continual round 
of pleasures, while wars were carried on in all these places 
by the Persian generals. Tissapbernes, satrap of Sardis, and 
Phamabaces, governor of Bithynia, intermeddled const/ultly 
witb the affairs of the Greeks, and vast sums were expended 
to foment the dissensions of Athens and Sparta. At the insti
gation of Parysatls, Darius finally gave the dominion. of all 
Asia Minor to his son Cyrus, a youth of sixteen. .Hel'e' the 
young prince, to secure the alliance of the Lacedemonicms, 
then esteemed the best soldiers in the world, astisted them with 
money and upplies, and assured Lysander, their general, that 
rather than see them want any necessary for carrying on the 
war with the Athenians, he would melt down the throne of gold 
and silver on which he sat, and coin it into money for them. 
He had an object in this liberality, much dearer to him than 
his fdendship for the Lacedemonians. 

Parysitas, not content with seeing her favorite. son governor 
of this extensive province, besought Darius to declare him 
heir to the throne, instead of Arsaees, their oldest child; but 
to this, Darius would not consent. He reigned twenty years. 

B. C. 404. ArIa:rer:re8 Mnemon. 

As soon as Arso.ces ascended the throne, he changed his 
name to Artaxerxes---tMnemon was afterwards added, on ac
count of his astonishing memory. 
The coro- The new king, as the custom was, set out for Pear
nation. gardae, to be crowned in a temple of the goddess of war. 

The prince to be consecrated must enter that temple, put oIf. 
his own robe, and clothe himself in the one worn by Cyrus the 
Great, before he was king. This garment had been preser
ved, with superstitious reverence, more than 150 years. Be
fore the crown was put upon his head, the sovereign must eat 
a cake of figs, chtlw some turpentine, and drink a cup of 
min.sled vinegar and milk. 

1 oun~ Cyrus, driven to desperation, at seeing the sceptre to 
which hIS mother had taught him to aspire, transferred to the 
hands of his brother, determined to assassinate him in the 
temple itself, in the presence of the whole court, just as he 
took off his own to put on the robe of Cyrus. Tissaphernes, 
having gained intelligence of this design, r~vealed it to Ar. 
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taxers.. The raeb youth was in CODBeqUeDee seized in the 
temple, and condemned tD death ; when Paryaatis, almoat OIlt of 
her seDBeS, flew to the place, clasped him in ber arms, bound the 
t1'8B8eI of her hairabout him, and by her tears and entreaties, pre
vailed on Artuerxes to pal'don him, and send him back to 
Sardis. 
Wbal Cyrus Cyrus, instead of appreciating the ma~ty 

did ia or his brother in sparing his life, and contmuing bis 
AIIia Millor. ~nt, remembered only the indignity of his 
cIIaiD8, and, in resentment, strengdlened himself in the deter
mination to O\'erthrow the king. The haughtiness and pride 
which bad led him, when but a youth, to condemn two per-
80DB of royal blood for wearing their hands uncovered in his 
presence, were exchanged for the iDoIIt winning aff'ability. 
His emissaries at court coostantly magnified his merits as a 
Blatesman and a warrior, and many turbulent noblemen stood 
ready to espouse his cause. It waS now his tum to solicit 
favors from the Lacedemonians. He wrote to them, promising 
tbat, "to the foot he would -give horses, and to the borsemen 
chariots; that on those who had farms he would bestow villa.
ges, and on tbose who had villages, cities. Their pay, he 
said, should not be counted, but meaaared out to them. He 
told them be had a'greater and more princely heart than bis 
brother; that he was better instructed iIt philosophy, and that 
he could drink more wine tban Artaxerxes without disordering 
his senses!" 

The Lacedemonians moved by gratitude or avarice, sent a 
seyta1e to Clearehus, commander of their forces in Asia Minor, 
with orders to obey Cyrus in every thing he demanded, but 
they wisely aff'ectoo ignorance of the enterprise in which he 
was engaged. A company of Beotians also joined him, and 
some Athenians, among whom was Xenopbon. 

The better to conceal bis design, Cyrus gave out that his 
expedition was directed against tile Pisidi..... Tissaphernes, 
rightly judtdng that several IHmdred thousand men would not 
be collected for so slight an oceasion, set out post from Miletus 
to inform Artuerxes of what was going forward. 

This news occasioned great trouble at eourt. Parysatis and 
an her favorites were looked upon as holding intereourse with 
t\t' rebel. Statira, the queen, continually loaded her with 
reproaches. "Where is now," said she, ~'that faith which 
you haTe so often pl!!dged for your son'. behavior' Your 
uabappy fondness has kindled this war, and plunged us into 
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an abyss of miafortuDeL" Paryatia replied wi~ eqaal 
warmth, and their: hatred finally became 10 great, that they 
could not dwell together in one palace. 

Meantime, Cyrus set out from Sardis with all army amount· 
ing to nearly 800,000 men. When they reached Tarsus, the 
Greek IOldiers, suspecting their destination, refused to ~ 
farther; but the p8l'8UB8ioDB of Clean:h1lll, and the powerful 
eloquence or an extra sold piece, added by Cyrus to their pay, 
finally induced. them to proceed in search of the enemy, whicb 
Cyrus said he expected to meet neaf Babylon. From Cilicia 
they pused on through Syria, forded the river Euphrates at 
Thapsacus, meeting with no opposition till they reached the 
plain ofCUIlILD. 

Tnee the roaIe of Cyru uad hiI arIIIJ. 

-.aleof All the co~try through which they marched W8880 
0aDua. quiet, that Cyrus supposed his brother feared to meet 
him in the field. Under th18 impression, he traveled leisurely 
along, armed only with a sabre, and atteDCled by a small guan!. 
When about 75 miles from Babylon, a horseman came up at 
(ull speed, crying out that the enemy were approach in.. In 
an instant all was burry and confusion; Cyrus leaped from 
Ida chariot, buckled on his armor with the greatest dispatch, 
and without giving his army time for refreshment, arrayed 
them for the condict. Clearchus with his Greeks occupied 
the right wing, the barbarian mercenaries the left, and Cyrus 
with a band of six hundred hone took his position in the centre. 
All things were ready about noon, and the IOldiers stood there 
in battle array three hours. At length, when both their patience 
and strength were nearly exhausted, a great cloud of duet ap
peared like a white cloud, and BOOn spread itllelf densely over 
the whole plain; the steady tramp of soldiers, and the clatter. 
"ing of horses' hoofs wereheard,anc! not longatler, the glittering 
oChelmets, lances, and standards proclaimed the approach 01' 
the royal forces. Tissaphemes led up the left wing opposite 
Clearchus; and Artaxerxes, supported by the lIower of his ar· 
m!, took his post almost in front of his brother. 

When the two armies. had approached near enough, the 
Greeks moved forward singing their loud pean ; and then strik. 
ing their darts upon their Shields to frighten the horses, l'U8hed 
upon the Persians with all their force. The enemy 1C&I'C8l) 
waited for the ch&rf!; the horses, maddened by the din, wheel· 
ed, aod pranced WIth unsovernable fury; the ricIen, equally 
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r~ened, aought safety in flight; and Tissaphemes, with a 
small body of troops, alone maintained his ground. 

The attendants of Cyrus, seeing the flight of the Pel'tlians, 
proclaimed him king upon the spot; but while the main body 
remained unbroken, and his brother lived, Cyrus thought the 
kingdom still in dispgte. Keeping his 600 horse in a body, he 
observed the llIGtioR Gftbe kin~, and perceiving him wheeling 
to the left, ellarp his ·guards with sreat impetuosity. The 
Persians gave way, and the attendants ofCynm dispersed in the 
p1lJ'SUit, but with a few nobles, he maintained hi8 position. 
At leB~, dillC4M'ering the king he 8p101rred on, crying 01It, "I 
see the maR," and gave him a wound in the breast, at the' 
same time that he himself received a blow in the eye from a 
javelin. 'l'tae two brothers then fought hand to hand, and 
those about them engaged furiously in the defence of each, 
till Cyrus was.llain, aDd eight of ·bis principal friends lay dead 
upon his hody4 

ArtaxenesgaTe his eanach, Mesabates, charge to cut off 
the head and right hand of -Cyrus, . while he collected his fol-
lowel'S and plundered his brother's camp. . 

The Greeks returned about duk from the pursui..,f the 
fugitives, and, supposing they had ·gained the victory, put off 
their armor, wondering much that no messenger came from 
Cyrus to compliment them upon their valor. The refresh
ments provided by the prince had been carried eff tty the 
.phmderers, od. tItey were forced te relit-e supperless to rest. 
iJlthe Dloraiag they learned the -extent of their misfortune. 
By the lJleaaeoger who brought tbem news of Cyrus' death, 
they sent word to Ariaeus, next in command, that being victors 
da8f would make him king; and while waiting for his answer, 
they killed the oxen of the baggage wagons, and collecting the 
broken weapons from the field of battle, roasted the Besh and. 
made their breakfast. Not long after there came heralds from 
the king, summoning them to deliver up their anns. They 
replied that they would die before they would part with them; 
that if Artaxerxes would receive them into the number of his 
allies, they would serve him with fidelity and va'lor ; but j{he 
endeavored to reduce them to siaIVery, he wOISld find them 
determined to lola their lives and Uberty together. 
. In the meantime the messenger returned from Ar1a91lB, 
saying, that that general declined the honor inteBded him, for 
ther&were so many noblemen in Persia superior to himself, 
that if .A.rtaera:u were dethroned, he could not Mpect to reigft 
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unmolested. He afterwards engaged, by the most solemn 
oaths, to conduct them to their own country without fraud, 
and the bond was ratified by dipping their spears in the 
blood of animals slain for the purpoee. It was also agreed to 
retum home by a more northern route, to avoid the kins's 
army, and gain provisions. They accordi.n,dy withdrew 
from that place, and rested three days in lOme Tittle villasea, 
wbere they were visited by Tiaaaphemes and several of the 
Persian grandees. 
Treadlery or Tissaphemes began his story by telling them that 
n.&pheme •• being a neighbor of Greece, and seeing them sur
rounded with dangers, he bad used his sood otlices .... ith the kinS 
to obtain permission to conduct them to their own OOUDtry; that 
tbe king had not granted his request directly, bat hlldsent him to 
Inquire why they bad taken up arms ~ him. " We call 
the gods to witnellJ," replied CJ_rehus, "that .... e did BOt 
enlist ourselves to make war with the king. Cyrus, uDder 
di1ferent pretexts, brou,dlt us almost hither without explaiaing 
himself, and when .... e bmd him SUJTOUDded with cIan88f8, .... e 
thought it infamous to abandon him after all the ra't'Ol8 be had 
bestowd upon us. .AB he is dead .... e are releual from OUl' 

engagement, and have DO desire to contest the crown with 
Artaxel'X!'8t nQ,\' to ravage his country. if be does DOt OPJae 
our return." • 

Tissapbernes said he would acquaint the king with their 
reply, and bring them his answer. He was gone three days, 
and when be came back, he told them that the king, after 
much solicitation, bad appointed !tim to the 80vernment of 
Sardis, and had given tllmn permiEion to depart llDIIer his safe 
conduct,. and if they would wait till he had settled his aft'airs 
at court, they would set out together. These arrangements 
were confirmed by an QIlth on both aides. 

The Greeks waited very impatiently twenty days, every 
day becoming more distrustful ctf his intentions, and more 
suspicious of Ariaeus, who had been freely pardoned by the 
king. Finally, Tissa:rbernes arrived with a body of troops, 
and they all march on together; but they had too good 
reasons for being enemies to confide entirely in each other's 
truth. Occasions of distrust occurred daily as they advanced 
to the hood waters of the Tigris, and at last Tissaphernes, 
having invited the Greek offic8rs to a conference, put them all 
to death. Soon after, Ariaeus lOde up to the Greeb, and • 
demanded their arms in the kinS'. name. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 4". SAllAR. 

Och... Dariu Codo_u. Penia au •. 
Nothing could exceed the ·consternation of the Greeks at 

this tragical turn in their affairs. In the words of another, 
«All gave themsebes 'lIP to despair. They felt that they 
were still 2000 miles from the nearest part of Greece, clade to 
the vast armies of the king, and Sllrrounded on all sides by 
tribes of hostile barbarians, who would supply them with 
nothing bat at the expense of blows and blood: they had no 
guide acqaainted with the country, no knowledge of the deep 
and ra.pid rivers which intersected it, and no cavalry to explore 
the 'l'ead or cover their rear on the mareh. .As if discipline 
8ftd hope had ended together, the roll·call was -seareely attend
ed to, the watch-fires were scantily, or not at all supplied, and 
even their principal meal was neglected; where chance led, 
they threw themselves down to rest, but not to sleep-for sleep 
was banished by thoughts of that country and those friends 
whom they 80 longer expected to behold ag!1in." 
Xeoo- But there was among them a man, Xenophon, hitherto 
pilon. distinguished only by his love of the instructions he had 
MCeived in the school of Socrates, who now felt the native en
ergies of his mind roused to meet the. critical emergency into 
which they were thrown. After a vain endeavor to sleep, he 
rose at midnight, awaked some of the principal men, and re
presenting to them the ignominious death which would certain
ly follow submission, exhorted them to elect new officers, and 
pursue their route. This measure was resolved upon. Five 
generals were citosen, of whom Xenophon was one, the army 
was assembled, and eBcouraged by all the cheering suggestions 
which the desperateness of their cireumstances would admit, 
and by break GC day tbey were ready to set efF. 
Retreat of.tbe It were long to tllll how often these determined 
- ~d. veterans were forced to tarn back, when a deep 
and rapid river rolled across their path; how many times 
they were obliged to make a long and tedious circuit around 
the base of some huge mountain; how many skirmishes they 
fought with the barbarians, through whose territories they 
pasSed; how often they were eompelled to halt and form in 
battle line to repel the assaults of the treacherous Tissa
phernes, who, with the forces of Artaxerxes, hung upon their 
rear; how much they suffered from cold and honser; what 
murmurinss. discontents, and jealousies arose; how nany 
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died of hardship and fatigue; aod how many, in uUer deapair 
of again seeing their na:ive land, rielded to their hard fate, 
and were left unburied upon the plama of Asia. 

In passing through Armenia, they encountered vast aDOW' 

banks into which they Bunk at every step; they also au1fered 
intensely from a violent north wind; many lost their ai~ht by 
the painful glare of the snow; and numbers perished With the 
cold. Sometimes, however, they came to little villages, where 
the inhabitants treated them kindly, supplied them with pro
visions, and suffered them to reat after their fatigues. March
ing on thus, through dangers by flood and field, for many a 
long and weary month, they ascended at length a very high 
mountain, and turning their eyes to the west, beheld, far in 
the distant horizon, the dark waters of the EllXine. At once 
a glad shout burst from every lip; "The sea, the sea," W88 

repeated by a thousand voices; the soldiers embraced their 
officers with tears of joy, and then running to the top of the 
hill, and piling up a great heap of stones, raised a trophy of 
broken annor taken from the different enemies they had 
overthrown, in their long and toilsome march. 

The remaining perils of their journey were encountered 
with buoyant spirits; and when they reached Trebisond, they 
encamped thirty days to perform the vowa they had made in 
the hours of distress, and to celebrate the Olympic ~ 
In this place they separated, a part embarking by sea and a 
part continuing their journey by land; they re-united, how
ever, at the Thracian Bosphorus, and croaing over to Bysaa
tium, found themselves once more upon European soil. 

Xenophon computes, that from Ephesus, where theyenliated, 
to Cunan, where the battle was fought, was ninety-three 
days' march; from Cunan to Byzantium was somethins 
more; and the time taken by the Greeks, going and return
ing, was fifteen months. 

This retreat of" The Ten Thousand" has never had a par
allel in the annals of war, and to this day it atanda upon the 
pages of history as the most perfect model of an enterprise 
formed with valor, conducted with prudence, and executed 
with success. 

Traee "the ten tbouaad" 1_ Ephelu _ugb 87m lit BalrJlon, BDd froa 
Babylcm through Arm8llia to Colcliil. aad t1lenCe to BY88Dtiam. 

v~ 01 To return to the afliUrs of the Peraian court. 
rlU7Mtia• Artuenes claimed the honor. of having giv .. 

CYJQ8 his_deatla-WOUDdj but a ean .. Iddier mated tMt he 
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himaelf had di8patehed the pretender, as he was feebly attemp&
ing to rise after being unhoned. 

Artaxerxee, baving tried various ways in vain to atop hia 
boasting, delivered him over to Paryeatis as the murderer of 
her BOn. She oauaed him to be tortured ten days and put to 
death by having melted bl'8ll8 poured into hie ears. Mithri. 
dates, an officer of distinction, who also had a share in the 
death of the young prince, was next marked out as an object 
of the queen's vengeance. He was sentenced to the punish4 
ment of the trOllfIM,· a species of torture too horrid for descrip
tion; and lingered out seventeen days in inexpressible agony. 
The eunuch, Mesabatee, at the command of his king, had cut 
off the head and right hand of Cyrus; but as he stoOd high in 
the favor of Artaxerxes, Parysatis knew not how to accom
plish his destruction. Nevertheless, what she could not effect 
by open accusation, she brought about by patient ingenuity. 
She made use of every art to win the confidence of her son, 
humored all his whims, ministered to his pleasures, and spent 
hours with him in playing dice. One day she allowed him to 
win a large sum of money from her, and then, pretending to 
be very much chagrined at her 10BB, offered to play with him 
for a eunuch. 

Artaxerxes assented, and Parysatis, .exertmg all her skill, 
won the game. She seized upon Mesabatee as the forfeit, and 
before the king learned her purpose, caused him to be flayed 
alive. 
Deatb or Bat Paryeatis was not satisfied. She had her eye 
Statim. upon a more beautiful and more illustrious victim, 

who was so entrenched in the affections of Artaxerxes, that 
she could not hope to supplant her. This WIlS Statim, whose 
charms she had always envied, and whose inftuence over her 
son had long before excited her hatred. To cloak her design 
the more effectually, she feigned a reconciliation with her 
daughter-in-law, exchanged visits with her, and often invited 
her to sup in her apartment. The two queens appeared to 
be on the moat friendly terms, but the fear of poison kept 
them constantly uneasy, and they would never eat, except 
from the same dishes. But Parysatis could not be foiled. One 
day at table, she took a nicely dressed bird, cut it in two, and 
giving one half to Statim, eat the other herself. 

Immediately after, Statira waa seized with the moaexcruci-

• s .. PiulUch'. Life of Anaxen ... 
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ating pain, and Mnding for Artaxerxes, accused Parysatia or 
having poisoned her. Convinced by the dreadful convulsiooa 
in which his beloved queen expired, Artaxerxes put all the 
servants of his mother &0 the torture, when Giges confessed 
that she had poisoned one side of the knife with which Pary
'Mtis had divided the bird. She WIIB punished by having her 
head crushed between two stones : the wicked queen WB8 ban
ished to Bahylon. 
Peace with Meanwhile Tissaphernes, by intermeddling in the 

Greece. affairs of Sparta and Athens, kept up a continual 
war in Asia Minor, which WB8 finally productive of great hon
or to Persia. The two rival states became so much weakened 
by their own dissensions, that the Persians gained the ad
vantage of them; and in compelling them to sign the treaty 
of An'alcidas, wiped out the stain of their former defeats, 
B. C. 387. 
Trouble. B. C. 361. The end of Artaxerxes' reign was filled with 
at home. troubles and cabals. He WB8 of a sweet and amiable 
disposition, but indolent and enslaved by the luxuries of the 
court. The satraps of the provinces, abusing his good na
ture and infirmities, loaded the people with taxes, and made 
the Persian yoke intolerable. Many of the tributary pro
vinces, in coDSequence, revolted; but as they acted without 
concert, quarreled amongtbemselves, and betrayed one another 
to the king, the troubles excited by them, expired of them
selves. 

Artaxerxes had tbree sons by his wife, and 150 by his con
cubines. The rival interests of so many princes filled the 
whole court with factions. To prevent these disorders, Ax
taxerxes declared Darius his successor, and permitted him to 
wear the royal tiara, and assume the name of king. Darius, 
not satisfied with these marks of favor, formed a design against 
his father's life, in which he engaged fifty of his brothers. A 
day was med by tltese unnatural children for the completion 
of their scheme, but the thing having been related to the old 
king, he caused them to be arrested B8 they entered his cham
ber with the instruments of death in tbeir hands. They were 
all f ex.eouted as they deserved. Ochus, the third legitimate 
son, then began to entertain ambitious thoughts for himsel£-. 
By assaasinating one brother~ and threatening another into 
1Nicide, he removed the obstacles which stood between him and 
the throne, and broke his father's heart. Artaxerxes sunk to 
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the tomb ovepwhelmed by repeated- afIlietioos. He reigned 
44 years. 

B. C. 360. Ochoa. 

Ochus desired distinction, and he gained it. Of all the 
DlOnarchs that had ever disgraced a throne by violence 
and cruelty, he takes the pre-eminence. The vices of his pre
decessors shrank into insignificance, when compared with the 
absolute deformities of his character, so that it might be said 
of him in the words of Scripture, "There was none like unto 
Ocktu who sold himself to work wickedness." To rid him
self at once of all fear of his family, he put every member to 
death, without regard to age, sex, or lender entreaty. He 
caused his own sister, Ocha, to be buried alive, though her 
daughter was his queen. He shut up.an uncle with one 
hundred children and grand children in a court of the palace, 
and ordered them to be shot to death with arrows, merely be
cause the young princes were held in high estimation. He 
treated all who gave him cause for uneasiness throughout the 
empire, with the same barbarity, and filled every province of 
Persia with lamentation. 

His onlr expedition of importance, was againat Egypt, 
which he mvaded with complete success. After his return he 
abandoned himself to his pleasures, leaving the affiUn of his 
kingdom to be administered by Meator the RhodiaD, and B .. 
goas his eunuch, an Egyptian. Not contented with having 
dismantled the cities, pillaged the houses and temples of 
E~t, he carried away the archives of the nation, which the 
pnests had so long preserved w!:tious veneration. In addi. 
tion to his impiety, he had ca the god Apis to be served 
up at dinner for his household, and had even gone so far as to 
compel Bagoas to eat of it. This the outraged Egyptian 
never forgave, and it is said that Dehus died by poison admin
istered by his hand. Nor did this satisfy his revenge. He 
caused another body to be interred instead of the king's, and 
cutting up the Besh of Ochus in small pieces, fed it to cats, 
and fashioned his bones into handles for knives and swords, the 
proper emblems of cruelty, B. C. 888. 

Trace Oehus liom Susa to Egypt. 

When Bagoas had thus disposed of Ochua, he placed Arses, 
the youngest son of the king, u.pon the throne ; but not fin~ 
in him so convenient a tool as he had anticipated, he ca 
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bim to be 888888inated, and bestowed the crown upon Dar'lus 
Codomanus, one of the surviving descendants of that uncle 
whom Ochus had massacred. The Persian Empire was now 
tottering to its fall. The" arms of silver" had become ener
vated by luxury, and their strength had departed; "the ram" 
had ceased "to push westward and northward and southward," 
and quietly reposed" beside the river," while the "he goat" 
was preparing to attack him. 
Fall of B. C. 336. It was two hundred years from the time 
Persia. when the whole eastern world bo~ed to the yoke of 
Cyrus the Great, that Darius Codornanus clothed himself in 
the robe of that mighty conqueror, and attempted to sway the 
imperial sceptre over revolted provinces and effeminate sub
jects. In the same year Dariw and Ale:cander began to 
reign, the one in tIIb east, the other in the west. Darius had 
scarcely time to discover that Bagoas was plotting against his 
life, and to bring that wicked person to punishment, wnen news 
was brought to him that Alexander had invaded his do
minions. It was not till al\er the battle of GraniCU8 bad been 
fought, that the ill-disciplined forces of the empire were col
lected 'to attend their monarch in bis march to repulse the 
Gl eek. In tbe battle of ]'81U, Darius was first defeated, and c0m
pelled to flee with great precipitation. Two years after, in a 
second battle at Ar1iela, he was again utterly defeated. His in
tention then was, to pass thtbUgh Media,laying waste thecountry 
as he went, till be found refuge the other side of the OXIUI ; where 
he supposed the conqueror would leave him unmolested, but his 
plan wasdefeated by one of his own satraps, wbodethronoo him, 
and carried him off a close prisoner to Bactria. Alexander pur
sued him, and finding escape impossible, the treacherous satraps 
stabbed their king in several places, and left him by the road- . 
side weltering in his blood. He was mdebted to a Macedo
nian soldier for the last draught of water, and expired, com
mitting his body to the conqueror, B. C. 330. 

By the subjugation of' all the eastern world to Alexander, 
Persia became a Grecian province. 

Read Dan. viii. 2--7, ~, 21. 
Trace Dariua from SUR. to Ciiieia. 
Tluough Media to Bectria. 
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GREECE • .... 
Greece, commencing with its settlement by the children ot 

Javan, about 2000 B. C., and ending with its subjugation by 
the Romans, 146 B. C., continued nearly two millenniums. 

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 

We have contemplated the "Head of gold" and ".Arms 
of silver," described in Nebuchlldnezzar's image; we come 
now to the "Body of brass," which comprises a far more inter
esting and instructive portion of history. Assyria and Persia 
were empires ruled by despots, and dependent in a great mea
aure for their prosperity upon the individual character of the 
king; consequently the history of the monarch became the 
histOry of the nation. A striking deviation from this order 
will be observed in the following pages. Greece was a Re
public. It was settled at different times, in different places, 
by adventurers from different countries. The laws of the 
-different states were not the same; yet a common bond of 
brotherhood, and a common hatred of tyranny, led them to 
unite in repelling every foreign invader, and gave them at one 
time the dominion of the world. 

The importance of a "geographical knowledge of history" 
cannot be too deeply impressed upon the mind of the student; 
it is, therefore, eamutly reque&ted that every pupil become 
perfectly familiar with the situation of the different states upon 
the subjoined map, and also with the relative position of Greece 
on the maps in general use. 

Though Greece at first possessed only a very small extent 
of territory, yet the advantages of its natural position were 
very great. It was in the centre of the most cultivated por
tions of three quarters of the world; its extensive coasts were 
indented with numerous bays, and furnished with commodioUl 
harbors; it was watered in every direction by an infinite 
number of small streams, which, rising in the lofty hills, 
Bowed through fertile vales, and imparted a delicious coolness 
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to a climate naturally warmer than that of any other part oC 
Europe. Its superficial content was 29,600 square miles; not 
half as large as the territory of New England; yet within 
this limited space were twenty rival states, which for a long 
period bade defiance to the world, and perished only when 
they tumed their arms upon one another. A six-pence, laid 
upon the southem part of Turkey in Europe, as delineated 
upon the common maps, would cover all the territory of 
Greece Proper. and Macedonia besidl1; yet here stood the 
beautiful city of Athens; here were the vales and groves of 
Arcadia ; here the bloody fields of Marathon and Platea; here 
was" High Olympus," with his neighboring eminences, Pe
lion and Ossa; here was lofty Pamassus, sheltering the. 
famous temple of Delphi; here were the classic waters of 
Helicon, and the Castalian foant; here all those woods, and 
vales, and streams, made sacred by the visits of the gods 
themselves. Here too, lived and flourished the wisest philoso
phers, the mightiest heroes, and the most renowned statesmen 
the world ever saw; and to this comparatively insignificant 
spot, sculpture, painting, poetry, and music, lent their magic 
powers to such a degree, that to this day, the models of the 
Grecian school are imitated, but not surpassed. 

Geography. 
We will consider Greece under four divisions. 
I.-Illyria Macedonia and Thrace were not reckoned a 

part of Greece until about the time of Alexander. 
n.-Northern Greece had Thessaly on ~he east an4 Epirus 

on the west. 
1. Thefisaly. afterwards so celebrated for its cavalry, con

tained Mts. Ossa and Olympus, separated by the delicious 
. vale of Tempe through which flowed the magnificent river 
Peneus. Here also was the plain of Pharsalia, where three 
very important battles were fought. 

2. Epirus contained the oracle of Jupiter at Dodona. I 

IlL-Of Central Greece or Bellas 3 4:, 5, 6 f were very 
little celebrated. 

7. Phocis contained the oracle of Delphi, the city of Crissa, 
and Mt. Pamassus. 

8. East Locris contained Thermopyllll, which is thus de
scribed: "At Thennopyllll, a steep and inaccessible mountain 
rises on the west and on the east side are the sea and the 
mrirshes. The road is fifty feet wide. but in the narrowest 
part there is room only for one can'iage." 

9 
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9. Eubrea separated from Beotia by the narrow strait of 
Euripus, had one city, Eretria, whicili took an active part in 
the Persian wars. 

10. Beotia was a large plain shut in by mountains. Beside 
Thebes, the capital, it contained Platea, Leuctra, and Chero
neia, places which will often be mentioned in the course of 
this history. 

11. Attica was sixty-three miles long and twenty-five broad. 
Its only city. was Atbens; Marathon, Eleusis, &c., were 
only villages. 

12. Megara Willi a Dorian colony, subject to Attica. 
IV.-PeloponneBUII. 13. Corinth Willi in every body's' 

way. It was the key of Southern Greece, and the hostile armies 
which passed from Hellas into the Peloponnesus, frequently 
laid it waste. The citadel of Corinth, Acro-Corinthus, was a 
lofty rock, clearly visible from Athens, a distance of forty miles.' 

14. Sicyon, the capital of Sicyonia, was the oldest settled 
town in Greece. 

15. Achaia was never much distinguished, till after the 
death of Alexander, when its twelve cities united to resist the 
power of Macedon, and were for a time the sole defenders of 
Grecian liberty. 

16. Elis was the Holy Land of Greece. No wars were 
allowed to violate this sacred soil; armies in passing through 
it were deprived of their w8Jlpons. Here was the temple 
of Olympian Jove, and here all the descendants of Hellen 
met once in four years to celebrate the Olympic games. 

17. Arcadia was the country of hills and valleys, of flocks 
and herds. The Arcadians were equally ready to fight for 
freedom and for money, and generally enlisted on the side 
which furnished the best pay. 

18. Argolis took the lead of all the states in the Trojan 
war, and never after. 

19. Laconia was the ancient name of Lacedemonia, the 
capital of' which was Sparta. The Spartans laid waste and 
subdued' . 

20. Messenia, very early in the history of Greece.-

Mythology. 

The religious beliefs and observanes of the Greeks, conati-· 
tuting their mythology, are intimately connected with the fa-

• The teacher is requested to give out the Dumbers, and permit the pupil, 
with his eyel find upon the map,.to dellCribe the ltatu. 
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bulo08 and poetical portion of their history. The origin of 
Grecian religion has been differently stated by difterent histo
rians; some asserting that it came from Egypt; others that 
Phenicia was its parent; while others bid us search in Crete 
and Samothracia for the authors of those fables which peo
pled "Old Olympus" with all the deities of the Pantheon. 
These fables, whether invented by the natives or introduced 
by foreigners, were spread throughout Greece in the form of 
traditions, till the poets collected and arranged them into one 
uniform system, which the beauty of their verses caused to be 
univel'88.11yadopted. 

According to this system, the beginning of all things WBB 
Chaos--a heterogeneous mass, containing all the seeds of 
nature. Hesiod says, "Chaos was first;" then came into 
being" broad-breasted Earth, the gloomy Tamrus, and Love." 
The progt'ny of Chaos were Nox, Erebus, Day and Ether. 
Coelum, Heaven, and Terra, the Earth, were the parents 
of Saturn, the oldest of the gods, but he, having the Titans 
for brothers, obtained the kingdom only by an agreement 
to destroy all his ofiSpring. This promise he fulfilled tin 
Rhea, hi~ wife, co!ltrived to hide Ju~iter, Neptune and 
Pluto, which becommg known to the Titans, they cast Sa
turn into prison. Jupiter, meanwhile, was reared in the 
isle of Crete, rocked by Adrastea in a golden cradle, fed 
with ambrosia brought by pigeons from the streams of Ocean, 
and nectar, whieh an eagle drew each day with his beak 
from a rock. When Jupiter had grown up to manhood 
he overcame the Titans and restored Saturn to his throne; but 
he afterwards quarreled with his father and chaaed him into 
Italy, where the banished god spent his time in civilizing the 
rude inhabitants. He brought them into such a state of 
blessedness, that this period was ever afterwards called the 
Golden Age. He was represen~ed in pictures as an old man 
with a scythe in one hand, and a child which he was about to 
devour, in the other. According to a more rational account, 
Saturn is but another name for Time. Days, Months, and 
Years, are the children of Time, which he continually de.. 
vours and produces anew, even as Saturn is fabled to have 
destroyed his own ofiSpring. f . 
. After Saturn had been driven into exile, his three sons di

vided the universe among th~mselves. Jupiter became lOVe

reign of the heavens and earth. Neptune obtained the em
pire of the sea, and Pluto received the sceptre of the infemal 
regions. 
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Jupiter, however, was soon disturbed in his dominions by 
the offspring of Titan, a race of terrible giants, who by piling 
Pelion upon Ossa, attempted to ascend to heaven and pluck 
him from his throne. The gods, in great alarm fled from Mt. 
Olympus to Egypt, where they sheltered themselves under 
the fonns of various animals. Jupiter finally overcame his 
enemies, including the huge Typhon, whom he buried beneath 
Etna, where he heaves the lofty mountain with his groaning 
sides, and vomits flames to this day. Jupiter was alway .. rep
resented as sitting on a throne of ivory and gold, holding the 
thunderbolts in his right hand, and 3. sceptre of cypress in the 
other, with an eagle standing by his side. 

He took in marriage his sister JU'IW, a beautiful, but ill-tem
pered goddess, who kept the "rather of gods and king of 
men," a little in awe of her tongue, which did not always deal 
in the gentlest epithets. She was delineated as riding in a 
chariot drawn by peacocks, with a sceptre in her hand, and a 
crown of roses and lilies upon her head. . 

Nine of the principal deities were considered as the children 
of Jupiter. Apono was the god of music, poetry, painting, and 
medicine. He was represented as a beautiful young man, 
with a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at his back. 
At the banquet of the gods on Olympus, A poJlo played on 
his lyre, while the Muses sang. When he resolved to choose 
the site of his first temple, he traversed Greece till he came to 
Crissa, a quiet sequestered spot, sheltered by Mt. Parnassus, 
where he slew the monstrous serpent, Python, and set about 
erecting a temple; whence the place was called Pytho. 

Mars, the god of war, was represented as driving furiously 
along, in a chariot drawn by Fear and Terror, in the form of 
foaming steeds, with Discord running before him, in tattered 
~ents, and Anger and Clamor following close behind. 

Bacchus, the god of revels and revelers, is too wen known, 
with his red eyes and bloated face, to need a description here. 

Mercury was the messenger of the gods, and of Jupiter es
pecially. He was the god of speech, of eloquence; the pa
tron of merchants and of dishonest men, particularly thieves. 
He presided over high. ways and cross-ways, guided travelers 
through by-ways, and conducted the souls of the dead to the 
world below. In token of his office he was painted with 
wings upon his hat and upon his heels, with a rod called ca
duceus in his hand, which Apollo gave him in exchange for 
the Lyre. Squnre blocks of granite surmounted with his 
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beP~-d, I!t=mrliZ:1iS at th..e of 0'i#:~0'i0'i, we0'ie calle,1l st,e#:e9S 
lIernmB. ~ ~ 

Minerva was the godd8Sl! both of wisdom and ef We0'i, 
wee fallTInd tc, havc sprc'g,arn;sed equipprrll, from tile 
head of Jupiter. The spindle and the distaff were her inven" 
tinn, anll the solemn Ofe2 ber embl.em. Ilhe rUIJerlntenrroo 
building of the ship Argo, and taught Epeus how to frame the 
wu",rJCien hox'sEl. Athcma, eer (#:reell nanlrfr wrn Ill'nen 
Athens. Another name of hers was Pallas. The Palladium, 
laun imuue, Kllll (nwn (rom heannn into t(n of Troy, 
W hen the Grecians besieged that place, they found it coUld 
Dffner .tallnn while P£,Uadinst± rnmain,±sl in 
anU Diome~~ cr~t int~ the ei~,y, t~r?ugh" ",the sewers, and 
stole the pr"G20us #:roteetlOn2 nfiec w~sn TsuY' 

Vem2r wn", the godde&t of heauty and of Efive.; The three 
graces danced around her, and the mischievo')1!fHttle Cupid 
pInUed he, feeL Shn sprung from tUe froth of the se5., aztd 
was laid like, a pearl, in a shell, instead of a cradle. The 
nmu-colured shallop, with, itu ereeious f#:eigh±2' wuc.u wUThnd 
Zephyrus to the.isiand of Cypr.us, where the gold-tiUeted Sea-
802m rm2uiv,'u5 her, dothyh:helt in ±mm014:al oortnents, mhommh 
her with every o,rn~me~t which could add t~ her, beauty, .an~ 

hOlt til a?22,222e ot the m:>ds, rnelt4: one ,wn'fm nnmlrmn 
and loved,her, and desired ~ espouse'her; she finally fell to 
tho lot V nIcan, 

dulcan, attended by his grisly one-eyed Cyclops. was rep
r_nted as a blaclr.JJffiith,forging thundo,boltlfor Jupitnlt. It 
wm said that the frst momnZ! wor fasRHnnc'z: f'y hnmmer, 
and that every god gave her some present, whence s.!te was 
emHed Handfff22; 22nd tbn,t Jllf,iter, be fc±ven,ded 2,?don L:romm 
theus, who st?,le fire from ~eave~,to ani~t~~the man, he had 
f"emed, eent Lanen%R hm'& WIU, a 8E±nRed nux. W nnn 
precious casket was opened, all sorts of evils and diseases flew 

of Bnd nothigg #:ni Hnpe W,&, leTh at bottom. 
Allro~ra, the goddess of the ~orning, was rel!resented clothe<! 

satt'on-eoloro£l commg nut a gOlden pa\a25f2, am2 
throwing back R flowing veil, as she opened with rosy fingers 
the gaLn" of day, fi±r th(,fierd steede of " Hhen!as thn 
mother of the winds, and wept the dew fJ'om her eyes in liquid 

p~;~~ Muse, worn nine tf'&z,utihuI gCc5Jhesses, f'&ho pr,;Sided 
over ml18icians, orators, historians, poets, &c. 

deptune, the of the '22'ean, was drawn bH dcilphH'18, 
9-

• 
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his ecallop-ahell chariot, ewer the foamioS ",aftS. Die hair "'. 
black as the midnight IItonn, and his eyes as blue 88 the peaceful 
aea. An azure mantle floated from his shoulders; in one 
hand he held his trident, and with the other clasped his wife, 
Amphitrite. Triton, his son and trumpeter, attended his father • 

.Frownblg, he aeemed hD crooked abeD to IOUDd, 
And at tlie blaat, &he billows danced aroUDd. 

Beside the celestial and terrestrial deities, of which, not. 
tithe have been enumerated, the infernal gods were often 
quoted. According to Grecian fables, the pl188llge which led 
to the infernal regions, was a wide and dark cave, opening 
upon a stagnant lake called Avernus. Four rivers were to be 
p8ssed by the dead, the most celebrated of which was the 
Styx. Charon, the ferryman of hell, received the souls of the 
buried dead, (those of the unburied being com~ned to wander 
one 'hundred years about those gloomy shores,) and rowed 
them over to the palace of Pluto. The gate of this palace 
was guarded by a three-headed dog, Cerberus, whose body 
was covered with snakes, instead of hair. .After bribing this 
ferocious keeper by the present of a cake, they entered to the 
presence of the sovereign of the infernal regions. This was 
Pluto, the brother of Jupiter, who sat upon an elion throne, 
holding in his hand the key of "~eath and Hades." By his 
side sat Proserpine, the daughter of Ceres, who b«jcame his 
wife in the following manner: When all the goddesses had 
refused to marry Pluto, he seated himself in his chariot of 
darkness, which rendered him invisible, and suddenly emerged 
from a cave in Sicily, near which some beautiful nymphs were 
gathering white daffodils. He seized Proserpine, and sank with 
her into the earth. Ceres, alarmed at the absence of her 
daughter, lighted a torch at the flames of Etna, and wandered 
up and down the earth in search of her. She found her at 
last in the infernal regions, the bride of Pluto. 
The tribunal All persons received their deaths, impartially, from 
or the dead. the Fates. Then their condemation, impartially 
from the three Judges. And afterwards, their punishment, 
impartially, from the three Furies. . 

The Fates, three sisters who ordered the Past, the Present, 
and the Future, were constantly employed in spinning the 
thread of life. Lachesis turned the wheel, Clotho drew out 
the thread, and Atropos cut it off with the fatal scialors. 

The three judges, Minos, Rhadarnanthus, and EaclII, were 
the ..... of Jupiter. 

• 



ELYSIUM. 

The three tormen~ Furies were IIIOII8teI"8 with the Cece8 
or women. Grief, Terror, and Madneea, were their iDeepa
rable Collowel"8; in one hand they held a lighted torch, while 
with the other they 8COUr~ the soula of the lost throughout 
all the gloomy caverns or hell. Beside the furies, these mel
ancholy regiona were peopled with Harpies, Sphinxes, Gor
SODS, "ano chimerM dire," presenting every disgusting ap
pearance, and every terrible form of punishment. 
m,man There was a place in the province of Plu'o, called 

GeIdII. Elysium, where all the souls of the good, after being 
purged from their light offences, were permitted to take up 
their abode • 

.. The few who',e cleanaed, 10 thoae abode. ftI.i*r. 
And breathe in ample field. the 110ft Elyllian aU' ; 
From holy riUII pemnned, they take their way, 
Where 10111 eztended plaine of pleunre lay. 
The fielda are verdant, and WiLli heaven may vie, 
With ether v_ted, and a purple aky. 
The bliufql MatI or happy 1lUW. below, 
8&ar1 or their own, and ilieir own Bun they know.n 

After yean apent in these delightful retreats, the souls of 
the blesaed were inatructed to drink of the river Lethe, which 
washed away all remembrance of the past, and then they re
turned to earth again, to inhabit other bodies. 

The Greeks bad also a class of demi-gods, who had human 
bodies, sacred minds, and celestial souls, and were sent into 
the world for the benefit of mankind. Among theae were 
Hercules, who performed several mighty exploits; one of 
which was the rending assunder of Spain, and Africa, thus 
permitting the strait of Gibraltar to ftow between two rocks,. 
called the pillars of Hercules; Jason, who headed the Argo
Bautic expedition; Esculapius, the god of medicine; Orpheua, 
Achilles, Ulysses and many others, which it would be impos
sible to notice in the limits of this work. 

Beside all these gods, a species of imaginary beings filled 
every comer, both of the earth and sea. Every mountain 
had its Oreads, the woods and vales were peopled with Dryads, 
the sea was furnished with Tritona and Nereids, and every 
fountain rejoiced in· its guardian Naiad • 

. To the Greeks,. the thunder was the voice of Jupiter; 
the soft breeze of summer, was the wing of Eolus; the 
echo of the forest was the pensive whisper of a goddess, and 
• .he murmur of the streamlet was the tone of a presidiog 
c1eity. III abort, whatever 80UDd or sight charmed their fancy, 
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"u aacribed to the agency of unseen, but beautiful and im
mortal beings. 
E&et of Grecian It will readily be inferred, that a religion 80 

~oIOlf· interwoven wi$h all that was lovely in nature, 
and all that was poetic in im~nation, must have exercised a 
powerful influence upon the character of the people. The 
Greek honored his deity as his friend; and to defend Mil tem
ple, was a more sacred duty than to protect his own ~reside. 
To paint the ideal beauty of Venus, to make the marble per
sonate the lofty purity of Minerva, or the dl'ead majesty of 
Jupiter, employed all the genius of the painter and the sculp
tor. To sing the combat of the gods with the giants; to charm 
the listeners at the Olympic games, with the loves of Olym
pian Jove; to recount the exploits of the heroes before the 
walls of Troy; to magnify the strength of Hercules, and the 
address of Theseus; awakened the imagination, and gave 
wings to the genius of the poet and historian; hence it is that 
Greece stands proudly pre-eminent as the birth-place of the 
sciences, and the cradle of the fine arts. 

Till the time of Homet, the Greeks, like other savages, wor-
1Ihiped in the open air, in sacred groves, or in temples rudely 
constructed for the purpose. The priest-hood was limited to 
no particular family or class, and oftentimes, distiDguished 
generals or magistrates assisted in the most solemn rites. 

In the marriage ceremony, the bride was conducted in the 
evening from her father's house to her husband's, seated in a 
chariot, between the bridegroom and her most intimate friend. 
Torches were carried before them, and a nuptial song was 
chanted by the way. Before the door of the dwelling, the 
axletree of the carriage was broken, to signify that she was 
Dever to return to her father's house. 

At the death of friends, the Greeks abstained from all ban
quets and entertainments; they tore or cut oft' their hair, they 
rolled in the dust, and covered their heads with ashes. Before 
the interment, a piece of money was put into the mouth of 
the deceased, which was considered as Charon's fare fol' 
wafting the 80ul over the infernal river. The corpse was • 
likewise furnished with a cake of honey and flour, designed to 
appease the fury of Cerberus, Qnd procure the ghost a safe 
and easy entrance to the realms of Pluto. In the early ages, 
it was customary to lay the dead in the ground, but burning 
afterwards became the common practise. The pile was 
lighted by the nearest relative, and while it was coDSWning, 
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the friends stood by, pouring out libations, and calling upon 
the departed 8Oul. Then followed feasts, at which all the 
guests appeared crowned, and employed the time in lauding 
the deceased, 80 far as was consistent with truth; for it was 
esteemed a great dis~ to lie upon such an occasion. 

The most powerful engines of Grecian polity, were the 
mysteries and oracles. In every state of the Republic, there 
were certain ceremonies of a secret religion, over which the 
solemn veil of mystery was thrown. The sacred rites of 
Ceres, and the oracular responses from the dismal cave of 
Trophonius, the venerable oak of Dodona, and the inspiring 
vapor of Delphi, exercised over the enthusiastic minds of the 
inhabitants, a power which designing men seized upon to 
further their own ambitious views. 
DeaeriptiOD The oracle that gained the highest reputation, was 
or Delphi. that of Delphi. On the southern side of Mt. Parnassus, 

not far from erissa, the mountain crags formed a natural am
phitheatre, in the midst of which a deep cavern discharged 
from a narrow orifice, a vapor, powerfully affecting the brain 
of those who came within its influence. This, we are told, 
was first brought into notice by a goatherd, whose goats, 
browsing upon the brink, were thrown into convulsions; upon 
which, the man going to the spot and endeavoring to look into 
the chasm, became agitated like one frantic. 

The spot which pro«Juced such marvelous effects, became 
the object of universal curiosity; people came from all quar
ters to inhale the inspiring fluid, and the incoherent words 
uttered in the intoxication were considered prophesy. But the 
function of the prophet became not a little dangerous, for 
many through giddiness fell into the cave, and were lost. An 
assembly of the neighboring inhabitants was therefore con
vened, a priestess was appointed by }lllblic authority ; a frame, 
resting upon three feet, called a tripod, was prepared, seated 
upon which the Pythoness inhaled the maddening vapor, and 
uttered incoherent sentences, which her attendants wrote down 
as the responses of Apollo. A rude temple was built over the 
cavern, priests were elected, ceremonies were prescribed, and 
sacrifices were performed. Delphi, which was really near the 
centre of Greece, was reported to be the centre of the world. 
No enterprise of importance was undertaken, without first 
consulting this oracle; to do which, it was necessary to pro
pitiate the god by presents; and as the priests had it always in 
their power to deny answers, to delay answers, or to give an-
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swers direct, dubious and unintelligible; the applicants soon 
came to understand the philosophy of magnificent donations. 
In addition to these incentives to munificence, the names of 
those who presented valuable gifts, were registered, and the 
articles exhibited to visitors; Rnd thus interest and vanity co~
bined to adorn the temple, till it became "One of the seven 
wonders of the world." These treasures were carefully 
gua~ed; the wealthy deposited their gold and jewels there for 
safe keeping, and in this manner, Delphi finally became, also, 
the great National Bank of Greece. 

Tnace Apollo Ikom Olympus to Delphi. 

CHAPTER I. 2100. Muy. 
Greece settled by the IOns oC Ion or Javan. 

Javan the son of Japheth was, according to historians, the 
progenitor of the Grecians. - His four sons, Elisa, Tarsis, 
Chittim, and Dodanim, were supposed to have settled the coun
try, and in them we recognize the heads of those tribes, which 
afterwards became so renowned for arts and arms. Elis, 
Elysian fields, and the river Elissus derived their names from 
Elisa; Chittim was the father of the Macedonians; and Do
dona was but a change of Dodanim. In amalgamations, re
volutions and migrations, the distinctive features of these 
tribes were finally lost, and they came to be known under the 
general appellation of "The Pelasgi," who were first noticed 
as a lace of savages, living in caves, and clothing themselves 
in the skins of wild beasts. They founded Sicyon, B. C. 2089. 

Trace Javan Ikom Babel to Theaaaly. 

CHAPTER II. 2000. HENRY. 

Cyelopie atyle oC Architecture. 

A rude and massive style of building, of which many spe
cimens were found in Southern Greece, was ascribed to the 
Pelasgi. 

CHAPTER III. 1900. FRANCES. 

Argos Counded, 1856. 

Inachus, a Pelasgic leader, founded the city of Argos about 
tlle middle of this century. 

In what direction from Sieyon is Argos 1 

. • See Frontispiece. 
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CHAPTER IV. 1800. AMY. 

The fo.1U Hellenic tribes. 

At an uncertain.· but very early date, an Asiatic people, 
named" Hellenes," mi~rated to Greece, and intermingled with, 
or expelled, the .pelasgl. 

CHAPTER V. 1700. LOUISA. 
Corinth founded, B. C. 1616. 

In" 1616, Corinth was founded by Sisyphus. 
Where ia CoriD&h? • 

CHAPTER VI. 1600. JOSBPB. 
. Athena and Sparta, founded by Egyptian.. • 

In 1550, Ceerops at the head of a colony from Egypt, 
founded Athens, and introduced the ruaiments of civilization 
into Greece. In 1516, Sparta was founded by Lelex, also an 
Egyptian. These colonists however, united with the original 
inhabitants, and became 80 incorporated with them as to seem 
one race. 

Trace CeCl'Op8 lrom Egypt to Athena. 

CHAPTER VII. 1500. ANN. 

Amphictyonic Council bmitnted. Thebes founded by Cadm1ll. 

The genealogy of the principal tribes may be understood 
from the following diagram: . -

Deuealion, king of Thessaly. 

Dorua* 
Amphie

tyon. 

In !ery early times an assembly of deputies from the pro
vinces had been in the habit of meeting to consult upon the 
common interests of the confederacy, in the temple of Ceres, 
near the pass of Thermopy 1m. Their constitution is not 

• Mark &he relation of &he Dorionl and Ioniana. 



100 GREECE. 

accurately known, but they seemed the guardians of religion, 
rather than the representatives of a general government. 
The code of laws by which their motions were governed, was 
drawn up by Amphictyon, son of' Deucalion. During this 
century, the Il898mbly began to meet semi-annually: at Del
phi in the spring, and at Thermopylm in the autumn. 

They bound themselves by an oath to protect an Amphic
tyonic city, and to defend tM territuriu of tM god; invoking 
curses upon their land and their children, defeat and distreaI 
in)l.l1 enterprises and judicial controversies, in case they failed 
to perform their oath. 

In 1455, Cadmus, with a comp~ ofPhenicians, landed in 
Beotia and founded Cadmeia, the citadel of Thebes. He is 
said to have brought with him sixteen letters of the Greek 
alphabet. • 

Where are Thermopyle and Delpbi 7 
Trace Cadmua Irom Tyre 10 Tbebea. 

CHAPTER VIII. 1(00. S.lJWI. 

Peloponneaua named Irom.Peloptl, king oC Phrygia. 

About 1350, B. ~, Pelops, a Phrygian prince, settled in 
Southern Greece, married the daughter of one of the native 
potentates, and became a man of so much consequence that 
the country wos named from him, Peloponnesus. Here fol. 
lows the genealogy of his descendants : 

Tantalus, king of Phrygia. Hus. 

Laomedon. 

Priam, king of TroT. 
- ___ Agamemnon. 

Paris. 
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'!'he genealogy of Helen, wufJ of Menelaua; and of Paris, 
prince of Troy, may also be traced on the preceding page. 

CHAPTER IX. 1800. EMILY. 

The Algonao&i.c Expeclilion. 

According to the mythic legends 80 often quoted, Phryzua 
and Helle, two children of a Beotian king, to avoid the peZlle
cutions of their step-mother, escaped upon a winge4 ram which 
had a lleece of gold. They intended to land in Colchia, where 
their uncle lived; but as they were passing the narrow strait 
that divides Asia from Europe, Helle fell into the sea, which 
was named from her, Hellespont. - Fhryxus arrived in safety 
at Colchis. The ram died there; and to recover his fleece, 
Jason, a relative of Phryxus, with fifty of the most renowned 

. warriora of the age, among whom were Castor and Pollux, 
Hercules, Theseus and Laertes, undertook the Argonautic 
opedition. 

That a company sailed from the Ehores of Greece to the 
eastern horders of the Euxine, during this century, is no doubt 
a fact; but what resl purpose was veiled under the symbol of 
the Bolden jleece, it is impossible to determine. 

TIace the Al"JODIIutll1iom the cou& 01 Beolia to ColchiL 

CHAPTER X. 1200. MUGAUT. 

Tn!jan War. Re&um 01 the Heneleklll. 

Castor and Pollux having died in youth, and Clytemnestra 
being married to Agamemnon, king of Argos, Tyndarus, kiDf 
of Sparta, looked for a succeEBOr in the hUEband of his Helen. 
The beauty of this princeEE, together with the throne, drew 
numerous suito1'8 from all parts of Greece, and Tyndarus 
began to fear that in selecting a husband for his daughter, he 
shOuld autround her with enemies in the persons of her reject
ed love1'8; he therefore compelled them all to take an oath to 
protect her in possession of the object of her choice. Mene
laus, brother of Agamemnon, was so fortunate as to win her 
~ and to him, Tyndarus consigned his daughter and his 
throne. Not long after, Paris, son of Priam, king of Troy, 
hearing of the charms of Helen, made a voyage acroaa the 

• The HellftJlOll' '1ft. the mail. through which the tid .. 01 the E1Dine _eel into the ~I_ It w .. 60 mile.loJII and, ill lOme place., 3 broad. 
t See PIle 100. 
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£sean to see her. He was kindly received, and hospitably 
entertained by Menelaus, who, during his stay, having occa
sion to visit Crete, left his wife to amuse his guest. Paris, 
who was the most beautiful man of his time, seized the oppor
tunity to persuade the fickle queen of the superior happiness 
to be enjoyed in his father's court. When Menelaus returned, 
he found his home deserted and pillaged of all its treasures ; 
the perfidious guest who carried away his wife, having also londed 
the ship with the precious things of Sparta. Burning with the 
desire of revenge, Menelaus summoned the fonner suitors of 
his treacherous queen to fulfil their vow, and llI!Sist him in 
burying the dishonor of Greece beneath the ashes of Troy. 
Agamemnon, the most powerful prince of the age, was 
appointed to head the expedition. Under this leader all the 
chieftains, with their followers, from the end of Peloponnesus 

. to the end of Thessaly, together with Idomeneus from Crete, 
Ulysses from Ithaca, and other potentates from the islands, 
assembled in Beotia, to embark in their enterprise of ven· 
geance. TM tleet, consisting of 1200 open vessels, each 
carrying from 50 to 120 men, had a prosperous voyage. The 
Greeks landed upon the coast, and soon compelled all the 
descendants of Damanus to take refuge within the walls of 
Troy. 
How Troy The siege became a blockade, and famine began 

fell. to threaten the Trojans; but the besiegers were 
themselves in little better condition. Supplies come slowly 
from the far off shores of Greece, Ilnd finally they were 
obliged to disperse in different directions to seek for susten· 
ance. A band was sent oyer the Hellespont to culth'ate the 
Chersonesus, and Achilles is said to have plundered twenty. 
three towns iIi marauding expeditions. The besieged also 
made frequent sorties; Hector performed prodigies of valor, 
and Homer represents the gods themselves as mingling in the 
strife, and urging on the combatants. Thus the war was 
protracted during ten years. The Greeks at last had recourse 
to stratagem. Pretending to abandon the siege, they formed 
a wooden horse of vast size, as a present for Minerva; and 'I 
making all preparations for returning home, embarked in their 
ships and set sail, leaving a band of their bravest heroes within 
the body of the horse. The Trojans, overjoyed to be rid of 
their foes, tore down a part of the walls, and dragged the (lifer· 
ing for Minerva within their city. That night was spent in 
festivity through Troy. The guards were withdrawn; the 
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s- weary soldiers threw aside their arms; and wine, amuaem8nt, 
If and repose ruled the hour. Meantime, the Grecian fleet drew 

back. to the shore; the warriors disembarked, and silently 
approached the devoted city; the heroes in the wooden horae 
sallied forth, opened the gates, and the Greeks entered. The 
night which was begun in feasting and carousal, ended in 
conflagration and blood. . 

The destruction of Troy took place, B. C., 118(. Inde
pendence and sovereignty never returned to the "land of 
Priam;" it became a part of the kingdom of Lydia, and fol
lowed the fortunes of the great empires. 

·Trace the Greeks from Beotia to Troy. 

Conoequenees of But though the Greeks had extinguished the 
this e.z:pedition. flames of their resentment in the best blood of 
T~y, they had little reason to glory in their revenge. Their 
fleets were dispersed, and their vessels were wrecked on dan
gerous coasts. Many of their chiefs wandered through long 
voyages, and settled in foreign parts; some became pirates, and 
made their homeo among the islands of the Egean; and of the 
few who were so fortunate as to reach the shores of Greece, 
but a very small number were able to wrest their thrones from 
the usurpers who had filled them during their absence. Cly
temnestra, following the example of her sister, had bestowed 
her affections upon another, and Agamemnon, on his return to 
Argos, was assassinated. 
Dorian The remainder of this century was darkened by 
invulOll. clouds of domestic strife. The descendants of Hercu
les, having been driven from Southern Greece by the Pelopid 
race, had dwelt in the mountainous region of Doris, now, profi
ting by these commotions, they crossed the Corinthian Gulf, and 
seized upon their former inheritance. In conSequence of thia 
revolution, EUs, Messenia, Laconia, and many other states of 
the Peloponnesus became Dorian; the formt;lr inhabitants es
caping to Asia Minor, or being reduced to a state of vassalage. 

Trace the HeBcleids from Theualy and Doria, to Peloponneaua. 

CHAPTER XI. 1100. MARY. 
Codrua, Jut king of Athens. 

The Heraclidm, encouraged by their success in Southern 
Greece, advanced up through the isthmus and fell upon Attica.. 
Codrus, at that time king, having been told that" eithor the 
state or the king mast perish," disguised himself as a peasant, 
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went into the camp of the enemy, insulted one of the IOldiel'll, 
and was slain; thus nobly devoting himself for bis country. The 
Heracleids were driven. back into the Peloponnesus; and Me
cion, son of Codrus, was made Arc1aort instead of King or Athens. 

Trace the Heracleicla 60m LaeoDa _ AUica. 

CHAPTER XII. 1000. H.NaY. 
Homer 8D&l HMiod Ioariah. 

Homer is accounted the most ancient writer, ocept Scrip
ture historians. He Wt.18 a blind old man, who lived in one or 
the Ionian colonies of Asia Minor. Hesiod is suppoeeci to have 
been a shepherd, who fed his flocks by the side of Mt. Helicon. 

CHAPTER XIII. 900. FUNCEIJ. 

OIJDIplc Games iDatitatad by Jphim.. Lycargul' LaWI. 

Homer mentions certain games which were celebrated in 
his time, but it seems they were only occasional meetings; and 
during the long troubles arising from the Dorian conquest, the 
customs and institutions of the Peloponnesians were so altered 
and overthrown, that even the memory of the ancient games 
was nearly lost. In this season of turbulence, Iphitus as
cended the throne of Elis. Active and enterprising, but not 
by inclination a warrior, he was anxious to find a· remedy for 
the disorderly situation of his country. For this purpose he 
sent a solemn embassy to Delphi, to inquire" How the angel' 
of the gods, which threatened the total destruction of Pelo. 
ponnesus, through endless hostilities among its people, might 
be averted." The answer was, "The Olympic festival mWll 
be restored; for the neglect of that solemnity has brou~ht on 
the Greeks the indignation of the god Jupiter, to whom It was 
dedicated; and of the hero Hercules, by whom it was insti
tuted; and a cessation of arms must immediately be pro

. claimed for aU cities desirous of partaking in it." This 
replY' of the god was promulgated throughout all Greece, 
and Iphitus caused the armistice to be published. With the 
approbation of the other Peloponnesians, it was ordained that 
a festival, open to the whole Greek nation, should be held 
at the temple of Jupiter, in the spacious plain of Olympia; 
that it should be repeated at the termination of every fourth 
year; that it should consist of solemn sacrifices and games ; 
and that whatever war might be in progress, a cessation of 
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arms should take place before, and continue long enough after 
the festival, 'to allow all the Hellenic race to leave their homet, 
attend the games, and return a~ In peace. 

Thus Eli6 became the Holy Land of Greece, and a reputa
tion of sacredness attached itself to the whole Eleian people. 
In the time of Ipbitus the foot-race was the only game exhib
ited; afterwards, at different periods, wrestling, boxing, chariot
:racing, and horse-racing were added; and when sculpture, 
painting, poetry and music, began to give refinement to pleu
we, it was at the Olympic games that the artist exhibited 
specimens of his skill, and the poet gained his proudest laurels. 
A mart, or fair, was a natural consequence of a periodical 
assembly of multitudes in one place. He,who had any thing 
to sell, could find purchasers in this vast concourse; he, who 
had any thing splendid to exhibit in dress or equipage, could 
attract admiring eyes in a place where every thing that • 
augmented the glory of the Greeks wu applauded; and thus 
it happened, that all the. wealth, skill, and beauty of the nation 
passed in general review once in four years. This meeting 
supplied the want of a common capital; matters of general 

~ interest were here promulgated, treaties were signed, and 
expeditions planned, which the strong national feeling, awak
ened by this display of strength, tended greatly to facilitate. 

Where W88 Ol)'lllpia 1 . 

Other The advantageaand gratifications of the Olympic 
pmee. games excited the Greeks to establish similar festivals 
in their own states. Three of these only, the Delphian, Isth· 
!DiaD, and Nemean, ever rose to any importance; and they 
never equalled the Olympic in eelebrity and splendor. The 
Delphian were celebrated at Delphi, in honor of Apollo; the 
Isthmian upon the Corinthian Isthmus, in honor of Neptune, 
whcse temple there commanded a view of the sea; and the 
Nemean in Argos, in· honor of Juno. They were held at 
intervals of four years, each taking its year between the 
Olympic meetings, so that every summer there was a festival 
common to all the Greek nation, with an armistice enabling all 
who desired, to attend. 

Where are the places here mentioned 1 

10· 
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Clytemnestra. ("1 Agamemnon. '--.L-_.-------

Argia. 

Eurysthenes. 

Archelaus. 

Aristodemus, one of the 
~~~..-.~ Heracleids, B. C. 1100. 

7 Lycurgus, the 
great law·siver. 

Charilaus. 

The race of Orestes terminating in a daughter, Argia, she 
was married to Aristodemus, one of the Heracleids, to whose 
share Laconia fell in the general division of the Peloponnesus. 
Aristodemus died soon after, and bis twin sons, Eurysthenes 
and Procles, shared the kingdom jointly. The government 
thus ,formed a dyarchy. For seven generations the crown 
descended in each line from father to son in unbroken succes
sion. Each king naturally had his own partisans, and hence 
it is no matter of surprise, that after the lapse of two_ centu· 
ries, faction and anarchy should have obtained possession of 
the state. 

Order and peace had long been banished from Lacedemon 
when Lycurgus, by the death of his brother, was put in p0s
session of the authority held by the line of Procles. He how
ever resigned his newly-a.cqWred dignity in favor of 11. 
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iDtant nephew Charila.., and to fit himielf for a law-siTer, 
took what in thoee days wu esteemed a long and perilous 
journey into Crete, Egypt and Asia. In Crete he studied the 
laws of Minoa, and formed an intimacy with a poet of that 
island, whom, when he left for Egypt, he peJ'8l1aded to pa8II 
over into Sparta, and prepare the minds of the people by 
popular poems, for thoee changes in government and manners 
which he intended to introduce. From Egypt he journeyed 
to Asia, where he found the poems of Homer, and observing 
in them many moral sentences and much political wiadom, he 
collected them in one body and transcribed them with his own 
hand. 

The disorders of the state, meantime, increaaed to such an 
extent, that the Lacedemonians sent frequent messengers to 
entreat their regent to return home. When all things were 
ready, he accepted the invitation, and entering the city of 
Sparta amid the rejoicings of the people, immediately set him
salt' to alter the whole frame of the constitution. . 

B. C. 884. Lycurgua' Lawa. 

Having strengthened \is authority by the sanction of the 
Delphic oracle, which declared that" The constitution he 
ahdbld establish, would be the most excellent in the world," 
and baving secured the aid of a numerous party among the 
leading men who took up arms to support him, he procured 
the enactment of a series of ordinances affecting the civil and 
military constitution of the commonwealth, the distribution of 
property, tbe education of the citi~ens, and the rules of their 
daily intercourse and domestic life. A senate was chosen, con
sisting of experienced individuals, who gave to the government 
a just equilibrium; "The twenty-eight senators adhering to 
the kings, whenever they saw the people too encroaching; and . 
on tbe other hand, supporting the people, when the kings at
tempted to make themselves absolute." 

The city was overstocked with indigent, indolimt persons. 
Lycurgus, to give them employment, and at the same time a 
motive for exertion, caused the whole territory of Laconia to 
be divided in thirty-nine thousand parts, which were portionecl 
out to the inhabitants. After this, he attempted to divide the m0-

vables, • but here he found great difficulty; the people strongly 
objecting to the sacrifice of their goods. He therefore adopted 

• FurDiture. 
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another method, counter.working their aTarice by a stratagem. 
He stopped the currency. of gold and silver, and substituted 
iron money in its stead; at the II&ID8 time, fixing the rate or 
this pew coin 80 low, that to remove a sum equal to one hun
dred donara, a cart and oxen would be required. Thie iron 
was good for nothing else, having been deprived of mallea. 
bility, by being heated and plunged into vinegar. Neither 
would it pass among the other stales, 80 that the Spartans had 
no means of purchasing any foreign or curioUs warea; nor 
did any merchant-ship unlade in their harbors. No sophists, 
wandering fortune.tellers, or dealers in gold and silver trinkets 
were fouild in that country, there being no money to tempt 
them that way. Hence luxury, losing by degrees the means 
which supported it, died away of itself. . 

Another regulation was the institution of public tables, 
where all the men were to eat in common of the same meat, 
and of such kinds of it as were appointed by law. They were 
not permitted to eat at home on any occasion, and they made 
it a point to observe and reproach anyone that seemed to lack 
appetite, as effeminate, and weary of the common diet. About 
fifteen persons formed the mea. of one table, and each was re
quired to bring, monthly, one bushel of meal, eight gallons of 
wine, five pounds of cheese, and a little money to buy 1teah 
and fish; but the food held in highest esteem, was "black 
broth," a kind of soup made of lentils. Children were intro
duced at these tables, that they might learn sobriety, and listen 
to discourses upon government. They were tau~t to job 
without 9Currility,,to sustain raillery with equanimity, for "It 
was reckoned worthy a Lacedemonian to bear a jest." When 
they first entered the hall, the oldest man present pointed to 
the door, saying, "Not a word spoken in this company goea 
outther~" . 
Ditleipline of To render his institutions permanent, Lycurgua 

the young. caused them to be in.woven with the whole fabric 
of society. }<'rom the earliest period of life, the discipline of 
youth was stern and severe. Feeble and defective childnm 
were thrown into a cave, and left to perish; such, &I upon a 
public examination, were deemed sound !Old healthy, were 
adopted as children of the state, and committed to their motherz 
for the period of infancy. At the age of seven, they were 
taken from their parents and educated at public expense. They 
were enrolled in companies, and kept under the same order 
and discipline as a military band. • 
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The youth who showed most courage, was made cap
tain; and frequent skirmishes took place between rival par
ties, which the old men encouraged by commendations. As 
they advanced in age, their hair was cut very close, they were 
f'orced to go bare-foot, and play, for the most part, qui:e naked. 
They slept on beds of reeds, gathered with their own hands, 
and were allewed but a spare diet, that their ingenuity might 
be cultivated to supply their wants. One of the ablest men 
in the city was appointt:d inspector of the youth; he gave the 
command of each company to a young man who had been 
two years out of the class of boys, and was therefore called 
an Iren. This Iren, then twenty years old, gave orders to 
his inferiors, with all the dignity of a colonel. He called 
upon them to serve him at his house; some he sent to get 
wood, others to gather herbs, or to steal any eatable from the 
common tables. In~nuity in these little thefts was highly 
honored, but detectIon insured disgrace. A boy, having 
stolen a fox, and hidden it under his garment, suffered the 
creature to tear out his vitals, rather than encounter the sneers 
of his companions. The Iren, reposing himself after sup
per, used to order one of the boys to sing a song; to another, 
he put some question, such as "Who is the best man . in the 
city ,.. If the respondent hesitated in his answer, he was 
considered a boy of slow parts, and he who gave 0. wrong an
swer, had his thumb bitten by the Iren. The magistrates often 
attended these little trials, and if the Iren were guilty of too 
much severity or remissness, he himself suffered punishment, 
after the boys were gone. 

Short and pithy sentences became the style of Laconia. 
Lycurgus himself, adopted and encouraged this manner of 
discourse. The Spartans cultivated poetry and music, as 
every thing else, in subserviency to a martial spirit. There 
were three choirs in their festivals. The old men began, 

H Once in ba&lI.e, bold we abone ;" 

the young men responded, 
"Try US; ourvipr ia notgone;" 

and the boys concluded, 
"The palm remairul tbr us alone." 

In war the severity of their discipline was refaxed; the men 
were permitted to comb their hair gracefully, and to study 
elegance in their arms and apparel; but at home, the city 

t 
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'was like onegraat camp, where all had theirstated allowance, 
and knew their public charge, " Each man concluding that he 
was born, not for himself, .but for his country." They ",ere 
ez:prd8sl!J forbidden to ezercise any mecha,.ic art or agricultu.
ral employment. The Helots, inhabitants of a small sea-port 
town in Laconia, had been reduced to a state of servitude some 
years before, and upon them fell the burden of all the labor. 
These slaves were treated with the greatest inhumanity. 
They wore dog-skin bonnets, and sheep-skin vests; they were 
forbidden to learn any liberal art, and once a day they re
ceived a certain number of stripes, lest they should forget 
their condition. Sometimes they were intoxicated and exposed 
in the public halls, to the ridicule of the children, and when 
there was danger of their becoming too numerous, the Spar
tan youth were instructed to sally out in the night, and kill all 
the Helots they met. 

End of . The last act of Lycurgus was to sacrifice himself 
Lycurgua. for the perpetuity of his work. Having assembled 
all the Spartans, he told them that it was necessary to consult 
the oracle upon an important subjecf; then taking an oath of 
the kings, and senators, and .people, to obey his laws till his 
return, he bade farewell to his beloved Sparta, and bent his 
steps toward the Delphi. When the last seal had been set to 
his institutions by the oracle, which foretold that Sparta should 
flourish lIS long as she adhered to them, he transmitted the 
prediction to his fellow-citizens, and that they might never be 
freed from their oath, determined to die in a foreign land. The 
place and manner of his death are veiled in obscurity. Both 
Delphi and Elis claimed his tomb. Sparta, faithful to her oath, 
adhered to his institutions five centuries; and each year hon
ored the law-giver as a god, with solemn sacrifices. 

Trace Lyeurgua through all hill travela. 

CHAPTER XIV. 800. AMY. 
776, the fint Olympiad. The fint Meueuiall War. 

In the year 776, B. C., Cormbus, having won the prize in 
the Olympic games, had his name inscribed in the gymna
sium, and this period began the first Olympiad.· The prizes 
in these games .were at first of some intrinsic value, but from 
the 7th Olympiad, or twenty-eight years after the victory of 
Cormbus, the only prize given was a garland of wild olive, 

• Compare this with the era of Nabonaaar, page 10. 
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cut f'rom a tree in the sacred grove at Olympia, which was 
said to have been brought by Hercules from the land of the 
Hyperboreans. Palm leaves were &t the same time placed in 
the hands of the victors, and their names wele proclaimed by 
a herald. A victory at Olympia, being the highest honor a 
Greek could obtain, conferred such glory on the republic to 
which he belonged, that he was permitted to enter his native 
city in triumph through a breach made in the walls for his 
reception; banquets were given to him by his friends, and 
often an annuity was settled upon him by the state. 

How long was one Olympiad 1 A. Four yeall. 

In this century the office of Ephori wa!l instituted at Sparta. 
This court consisted of five membeta only, chosen annually 
from among" the people. "They were empowered to fine 
whom they pleased, and exact immediate payment of the 
fine." They could suspend the functions of any other magis
trates, and arrest and bring to trial even the kings. 

The archoriship of Athens which had hitherto been heredi
tary in the family of CodruS, was in this century made 
decennial. 

Read utide CodraB in MIlI'f" chapter. 
B. C. 743. Firat Mealenlan War. 

The first trial the Lacedemoninns had occasion to make of 
their military discipline, was in a war with the Messenians, 
their western neighbors. A rich Meseenian put out some 
cattle under the cnre of herdsmen (his own slaves) to pasture, 
by agreement, on the lands of a Lacedemonian. The Lace
demonian sold both cattle and herdsmen, pocketed the reward 
of his iniquity, and pretended to the owner that they had been 
carried off by pirates. One of the slaves however escaped 
from his purchaser, returned to his master, and related the 
whole affair. The injured Messenian sent his son to demand 
the money of the perfidious Lacedcmoninn, who .{4~Gcd to his 
enormities by murdering the youth. The father, full of grief 
and indignation, went himself to Sparta and laid his complaint 
before the kings and people. FiI¥ling no disposition in thein 
to grant him redress, he returned to his own country and 
avenged himself by murdering all the Lacedemonians he could 
meet. These outrages resulted in a war, disastrous to Lace
demon, and almost fnta1 to Messenia. Without any of those 
formal declarations of war which the law of nations even then 
required, the Lacedemonians prepared secretly for hostilities, 
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and 80 extreme was their enmity that an oath was taken, 
" That no length of time should weary them, and no misCortune 
deter them, but they would prosecute the war and on no 
account retum to their families till they had subdued Mes
l!enia." 

For nineteen long years the confiict raged with doubtful 
success; if Messenia was depopulated, Sparta was in no better 
situation, for all the men capable of bearing arms were exiles 
by their oath, and Lacedemon was inhabited only by women. 
But Spartan discipline and Spartan perseverence at length 
prevailed. Ithome, the last strong hold of the wretched !\fes
senians, was besieged and taken, the garriaon ded by sea, the 
miserable mUltitude. scattered in various directions about the 
country, and the Lacedemonians reduced them to a state of 
servitude little better than that of the Helots, B. C. 724. 

WIlere _ Me_oia? 

CHAPTER XV. 700. LoUISA. 

Seoond M-mao w.... Draco'. Lawa. 

During forty years, Messenia remained in quiet subjection. 
Another race were by this time grown up, ignorant of the c0m
parative strength of thelDll81ves and their conquerors, and 
filled with that irresistible spirit of liberty which animated 
every Grecian breast. Aristomenes, a noble youth, who traced 
his origin to Hercules through a long line of kings, was the 
instigator and leader of the revolt. Supported by allies from 
Argos and Arcadia, he attacked a body of Lacedemonians, and 
showed such skill and courage that the Messenians saluted 
him king on the field of battle, a name which he, however, 
declined in favor of that of general. To practice upon the 
superstitious fears of the enemy, he entered Sparta, which had 
neither walls nor watch, and hung against the Brazen House 
(the temple of Minerva) a shield, with an inscription declaring 
that Aristomenes, from the spoils of Spart&,made that offering 
to the ~dess. Alarmed lest their enemy shOuld win the 
favor of their protecting deity, the Spartans sent to consult the 
oracle, and were directed to take an Athenian adviser. The 
Spartaf18 were little pleased with this response, the jealousy 
between the Doriaos and lonians being already rife, and the 
Atheniaf18 were little disposed to aid in the subjugation of· the 
brave Messenians; but the embassy was sent for the required 
leader, and the Athenians, fearing to offend the god, complied 
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in IRICb a IIIUlJler 811 they thouptwould render cOmpliance 
0881... They sent to the Spartans, Tyrbeua, a lame achool
master and poet, who, notwithstanding his disabilities, proved 
more serviceable than they designed. By his poetry he I'OU88d 
the drooping spirits of the Spartans, and penruaded them to 
enlliIt a band of Helots among their soldiers. Though Art. 
tomenee continually harassed them with inc1l1'Bions, yet it W811 
not till the third year of the war that the contending partiee 
came to any decisive engagement. ' 

III the great battle or the Trenches, the MeI!III8Dian.a were 
betrayed by the king of the Arcadians, and Aristomenes eacap
ing with a IIC8Jlfy remnant of his forces, W811 obliged to give 
up the defence of his country and concentrat& his remaining 
strength at Ira, a strong hold near the sea. Making this place 
his head quarters he sallied out upon the enemy and carried 
off prey or prisoners, till at lut falling in with a body of 
Lacedemonians under both their kings, he was taken with 
about fifty of his band. ' 
Bow Arilltomenes They were tried as rebels and sentenced to 

eaeapecL be thrown into a deep and dark cave, used for 
the punishment of the worst criminals. Aristomenes Wall 
aved as if by a miracle. His shield, which he had been 
allowed to retain in compliment to his valor, striking agaiDlt 
the aides of the cave, broke the 'riolence of his fall, 80 that he 
tumbled alive upon the dead bodies o[ his companions. After 
the firBt feeling of gratitude for deliverance had 8111:!sided, hie 
heart aank at the prospect of a l.ring death In this horrid 
charnel, peopled with the skeletons ana putrid careaaHIII of 
former criminals. He retreated to the farthest comer, and 
covering his head with his cloak, laid down to wait for death. 
On the third day of this dreadful imprisonment he was startIttIl 
by a rustling noise. Rising and uncovering his eyes he per
ceived by the gIimmering light, a fox devouring the C&J'e8III8IL 
It immediately occurred to him that this animal must have 
entered the cavern by another way than that by which he had 
himself descended. Acting upon this suggestion, he seized tht 
{os with one hand, while with his cloak in the other he p~ 
vented its biting him, and in this way followed it through & 

DU'I'OW bury till the passage became too strait for his bOdy. 
But here a peep of day-light renewed his courage, and settinl 
vigorously to work with his hands, he lOOn nuuJe an opemn, 
large enough to creep through, and thus found himself on~ 
more at liberty. His friends at Ira received him as ODe riseJl 

11 
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from the dead. The Spartans affected to disbelieve the fltDry 
of his l'fHppearance, but Aristomenes lOOn proved to them 
that he had lost none of his valor by his sojourn in the 
cavern. 
Pate or Ira Through his untiring ingenuity and perseverance, 
aDd ~ H_ the siege of Ira was protracted during eleven 

IeW_. y8lLl'll, lind at last was taken only by t1'eason. A 
Spartan deserter, leaming that an outpost of Ira had been 
abandoned one stormy night, re-d8ll8l'ted to his countrymen 
with the intelligence. Guided by the double-dyed traitor, the 
Lacedemonians silently carried ladders to the defenceleas point 
and mounted unresisted. The barking of do~ awakened Aria. 
tomenes. Hastily summoning his men he rushed to the reecue, 
and all that night the clash of arms and the shout of combat
tants mingled with the howling of the storm; the women assist
ing by throwing tUee from the house-tops, or bearing arms in 
the fight. But the numbers of the Lacedemnnians· enabled 
them constantly to bring up fresh troops, while every Messe
nian was obli~ to stand at his post without rest or refresh
ment, under the peltings of the pitHeat storm. Cold, wet, 
sleepless, jaded, and hungry, they kept up the struggle for 
three nights and two days, and then resolved upon the last 
effort of despair. 

The men were drawn up in a hollow square, with the wo
men and children in the centre, and a PB888.g& demanded, 
aword in hand. The Spartans gave way on every side, and 

. this miserable remnant of a heroic people advanced unharmed. 
The Arcadians came to meet them on the frontiers of their 
country, bringing food and clothing, and salutin~ them with 
words of kindneat and sympathy. The aged and mfirm Mea
Anians remained in Arcadia, but the young andvigoroUB de-

. termined to BOOk independence in a foreign land. While they 
yet deliberated on the choice of a country, a messenger arrived 
from Rhegillm, sent by the king of that place, to offer the ex
iles an asylum' in his dominions. This refuge was joyfully 
accepted, but scarcely were they comfortably located with 
their hospitable entertainers, when they were harassed by the 
piratieal incursions of the Zanoleans acl'08S the strait. Here 
seemed an opportunity Jo reward their benefactors and pro
vide a home for themselves; therefore, assisted by the Rhe
gians, they besieged Zancle, both by sea and land, conquered 
the inhabitants, united with them, and founded the city of Mea-
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aina, which remaias to this day, a witn_ or the valor or 1M 
M811118Dians. 

Trace the lII_Diaa nil .. from Ira to .u-u.. Ibeace to llhesi-. ad au.oe to Sicily. 
WhM .. dut IInira called be&w .. n Sioil,. ... 11al,. , . 

Wbat'-- or Ariatomenes sent his son with the colony to 
Ari---. Zancle, but for himself, he said, he would never 

C8II88 to war with Lacedemon. He vainly sought the means 
of farther hostilities. He passed over into Asia, hoping 
to get 888istanee there; and finally spent some years wIth a 
RhOdian king, "ho being told to marry the daughter of the 
most illustrious Greek, unhesitatingly chose the child of Ari. 
tomenea. He lived universally respected by the most power
fill prinqes of his time, and died at Sardis, deeply lamented by 
all who knew him. His actions dwelt in the memories of his 
countrymen, and cheered their wanderln8s and sufferings; and 
in their legendary songs, his character was represented 81 
combining all the elements of goodnl!llll and greatn-, in a de
gree almost unparalleled among Grec~ heroes. 

Trace &he _ of Ari8tomenea. . 

Athena. ArchOna. Sacrilege. 

From the death of Codrus, 1070, to the year, B. C.62., 
nothing of particular interest occurred in the history of Ath
ens. The Archonship descended from father to son, in the 
family of Medon, son of Codrus, till the thirteenth generation, 
when by a change in the constitution, upon the death of Ale
mmon, the office was laid open to the ambition of all the no. 
bles, and the Archons were elected once in ten years. 
Tbe ID1IlIIer The children of Alemreon, as descended from a 

or CyIoa. king, and from that Alcmaon who first settled in 
Attica, looked upon themselves as the aristocracy, and as
sumed airs little pleasing to the other citizens. There was 
then in Athens, a yOQllg man named Cylon, who had distin
guished himaelf at the Olympic games, and married a daughter 
of the king of Megara. Fully persuaded that he was equal, 
if not superior to the proud Alcmreonids, he detennined to_ 
the matter beyond all doubt, by making himself master of the 
republic. With a band of troops which he obtained from his 
father-in.law, he seized the citadel of AtheD& Megacles, the 
head of the AlclDllOOnid family, being at that time Archon, 
summoned the citizens to arms, and surrounding the Acropolis, 
cut off every reaource from the young aspirant and his fol-
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low8lll. Oyion.ved himself by a diagraceful Sidlt; his 
deserted adherents tied for protection to die altars. Not dar. 
ing to stain these ll&CJ'ed places with their blood, Megaclas 
lured them forth by a promise of pardon; but no sooner 
were they in his power, than he caused them all to be put to 
death as traitors f The MJCrilege., thus wantonly commiUed 
under color of the law, alienated the minds of the Athe
nians from the AlelDlllOnidam, and proved a fruitful source of 
trouble in later times. 

Megacles and his adherents were banished, but still tran· 
quillity was not restored. The existing laws lVere insufficient 
to quell the disorders which daily arose; and finally, the Athe
nians appointed Draco, an old man of acknowledged probity, 
to fill the office of legislator. 

Draco'. LaWL 
Draco-blOllght forward his code of laws, B. O. 621. They 

were peculiar only for the penalties annexed to them. The 
.'igAtut theft was punished capitally, as well as the moat atro
mow murder; and one remarked of them,tbal "they were 
written with blood, and not with ink." His own words, "smaU 
crimes deserve deatA, and I know of no heavier punishment 
for greater," serve to illustrate the severity of his disposition. 
The laws, of course, rell into disuse; the penalties were too 
severe to be executed, and the law.giver himself was obliged 
by the anarchy that ensued, to retire to Egina, where he was 
BU1focated by the number of cloaks and ~ents thrown upon 
him in the theatre'; a method which the mhabitanta took to ex. 
press their 8I\t8eJD for him. 

Trace Draco " Epna. 

CHAPTER XVI. 600. JOSEPH. 

Solon'. Law.. The Piaimalide. 
~aptare of The island of Salamis, wearied of the weak and 

SaJamla. uncertain government of Athens, threw off its alle
giance, and Ht up for independence. Many unsuccessful 
attempts were made to reduce if to its former state of' depen. 
dency; and finally, the people met in general assembly, and 
decreed capital punishment to any private or magistrate, who 
mould propose to lead them again to the conquest of Salamis. 
The nobles, unable to administer the government, and the 
people, incapable of acting in any public capacity, were equally 
dissatisfied with the poIItUre of aftairs, but none dared to pro-
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J*8 aDycbanp. In tbeae c~ came forth one or 
the sr-teat characten Greece ~roduced. Solon, a youJlI 
poet, deacended (rom Codrua, a native of Salamia, baa 
resided for some time at Athena. Perceiving that the people 
regretted their foolish resolution, he ~ve out that he wall aub
ject to occasional fits of inanity, aDd shut himlelf up in hill 
bouse, while he composed a poem on the 1081 of the looeZ, 
i8larttL. Having every thing prepared, ODe day, during an lUI
sembly of the people, he ran into the market "lace, like one 
frantic, mounted the herald's stone, and recited his poem to the 
crowd. Some M his fioiends stood ready to raise the shout of 
admiration; the people caught the phrenzy, the odious law 
was repealed by acclamation, a new expeditioa was ordered, 
and Solon W1I8 appointed to command the troops. Under his 
guidance, the Athenians were auooeasful, and Salamis again 
ackBowledJted the authority of the parent state. In the gen
eral joy, the exiles were· restored; Megacles returned, and 
the AIcmreonidll again ruled the city. 

he&ioM. But the discords of Athens, having their origin in a 
defective constitution, were not removed. The mountaineers 
and common people, sighed for a complete democracy; the 
rich landed proprietors, aimed to establish an exclusive oligar
ely, and the mercantile men were anxious to see the different 
orders harmonized in a _Btl govenHAe1lt; hence, HWh1a
.,.., LotDlanclerB, aml CotJBtncen, became the distinguishing 
names of the factions which "long divided the· Attic <people. . 
While matters were growing worse and worse, and many 
were looking to a despotism for relief, the auperior abilities of 
Solon drew the attention of all parties. 

Though one of the nobles, he had never oppressed the poor; 
though the favorite of the people, he had never excited their 
clamors against the rich; his wisdom had been proved, his in
tegrity was above question; and he was accordingly, with 
unanimous consent, elected Archon, with peculiar powers for 
reforming the laws and constitution. 

B. C. 594. Solon's Laws. 

In the inquiry, what the Athenian constitution was, it will 
be necessary to take a view of the COMPONENT MEMBERS of 
the Athenian State. Athens was inhabited by three distinct 
classes : 

I. A citizen, born of free Athenian parents, or admitted to 
the freedom of the state, was one of the people, and eligible 
to any office. 11· 
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D. I!#traflg8n, who came to eettl. at AtheM, for the aIr.e or 
commerce, or any other reuon, hed ItO share in the peJ'll
ment, no votes in the uaembly of the people, and eou1d not 
be admitted to any otIice. . 

III. 8et'Hf1U, were tboee takeD in war, and bought and aold' 
.. parts of their master's estate. They were treated witll 
great kindn.., and could ransom themselves, even without 
their \nuter's COIlll8Dt, when they had laid up sufficient money 
for the plll'JlO¥. 

It was. the object of Solon's laws, to equalize, as much 88 

possible, the privileges and authority of the eitizena. He re
pealed all the laws of Draco, except those against murder. 
nut the distin.wshing feature of the new conatitution, was the 
IUbatitution of property for lIirth, asa title to the honors and 
ofticea of the state. Solon divided the people into foul' RDks ; 
the PDIIT, conaiated of those wh088 income amounted to five 
hundred measures yearly; the SECOND, of those whose reve
nues came up to three hundred, who being able to keep a war
horse, were called /mig,," ; the TRIaD, were called by a name, 
and filled a rank, similar to that of J80'MR; and the I'OUBTB, 
eonaiated of hired laborers in husbandry. Out of the fim 
class ottly, nine .Archons were chosen ytJariy. The !nt, called 
,he Archon, took care of le!f1Cies and willa, pl'Omed for or
phans, and punished drunkenness; the HCond, had the charge 
of religious ceremonies, and enjoyed the title of lting; the 
Uaird, had the care of 1ItJ'aD«8l8; and to each of the others, 
.. para. offices were &ll8igneil. 

Coauells, Every ArcboD OJ) laying down his offi~. 
~bI'. became a member of the C01l1lT 01' AaEOPAGU8. 

This court consisted entirely of ex-archona, who 
held their offices for life, unless they were expelled for immoral 
conduct. It was the fir. court that ever decided upon life 
and death; it was the only court, from which there was no 
appeal to the people. The members held their meetings on 
"Mara-hill," a small eminence at a little distance from the 
Acropolis. They sat in the open air, in the night, around 
an altar dedicated to Minerva, near which were rude seata. 
of atone for the defendant and his accuser. No eloquent 
pleadings nor moving representations were allowed before this 
court, lest the minds of the judges ahould be warped by them. 
The Areopagites took cognizance of murders, impiety, immoral 
behavior, ana particularly of idltme88, which they deemed the 
cause of all vioe. They guarded the laws and managed the 
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public treasury; they bad the superintendence of youth, and 
previded that all ahoWd be educated aecoJding to their rank 
and fortune. 

The institution or the council of Fow g.fIdrtItl ".. uni
Cormly 8IIJJ'ibed to Solon; but the judicial power which he 
relied upon moat, for-the correcting of all abuaee, was a body 
of 6000 citizens, called the -GtmertJl AHembly, choaen by lot, 
yearly, to form a kind of npmne COUTt. There were alao 
ten t:DfItVoj judit:tJ.ture in Athena, and to laTe the inhabitants of 
Attica the trouble of coming to the city for justice, itin8l'BDt 
judges, called t1&e Forty, were appointed to go throu8h the 
boroughs and decide cases of inferior CODIIequence. Solon 
ordered that all those who took no part in public a1fairs should 
be punished; for,said he, "That is (in my opinion) the most 
perfect government where an injury to any one, is the con
cem of all." 

As many of the citizens had sold themselves for debt, the 
law-giver caused a general cancellation to fake place, and 
leal8Ded the rate of interest, that the poor might be able to 
recover from the oppression under which they had so long 
groaned. No son WIllI compelled to support his father in old 
age, unless the father had taken care to bring him up to some 
trade or profession. These enactments, in which Solon was 
supported by the nobles 88 well as by the people, were inscribed 
upon blocks of wood made to tum upon an axis. They were 
kept at first in the Acropolis, but afterwards in the Pryta
neum, or place of the General Assembly. They formed the 
basis of the Roman Twelve Tables, and thence became incor
porated in the institutions of Alfred the Great; 80 that we 
may trace our trial by jury and representative govemment, to 
the laws of Solon. 
Pint Sa- The territory of Crissa, situated upon a gulf of the 
end War. same name, contained three cities whose harbors were 
crowded with vessels from every quarter, bringing pilgrims to 
the neighboring temple of Delphi. The commerce'" thus 
created, filled the coffers of the Crisseana with the gold of 
Asia, Africa, and the islands of the Egean. Not content with 
these honest gains, the rapacious inhabitants levied a tax upon 
every foreigner, and a rew individuals more impious still, 
filled up the measure of their iniquities by forcing the gates 
of the temple, and p.l!ffidering its treasures. This sacrilegious 
act affecting as it did, the peCUfliary interests of all Greece, 
eould not be forgiven. Solon represented to the Ampbic-
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tyonic council, the nece.ity of PI_ing the ofFenee with the 
8re&tsBt rigor. A IDell8Dger was accordingly 88IIt to Cn.., 
to require the surrender of the criminals. The CI'iIIaeam 
made common cause with their guilty fellow-eitizeDll, and an 
insulting answer was returned to the venerable guardians of 
the holy shrine. War wu in coll88lJuence declared againllt 
the saerilegiO\l8 rebels, and Solon was appointed to commaDd 
the armies which uaembled from all parts of Greece, to 
avenge the injury done to the~. The Amphietyonic forcee 
besieged the city of Crissa rune yean, without gaining any 
decisive advantage. The length of the war had dampened their 
zeal, and a pestilence which broke out in the eamp, threatened 
it with a final extinction. Deputies sent to the oracle (or 
counsel, returned with the singular answer, "Send to Cos for 
the fa"", of gold." What this was, or how it could help 
them, wu more than they could tell; but in those days it was 
deemed proper to obey the commanda of the gods, even though 
they seemed hlnl to be understood; and m88118ngers were 
despatched upon the mysterious errand. When tile envoys 
maGe known their business in the Coan assembly, a dead 
silence ensued; for the magistrates there knew no more of 
the article in question, than ilid the AmphietyoDB themselves. 
After an embarrassing pause, an old man arose and said
" My name is Nebros, which in our lan~ge signifies fa""" 
and my son's name is Chrysos, which Signifies gold. Chry-
80S, my son, therefore, must be the 'fawn o( gold' intended 
by the gods, and he shall go with you." Strengthened and 
animated by the success of their mission, the ambassadors 
returned, and great was the joy in the Amphictyonic camp, 
when Chrysos, by means of his medical knowledge, restored 
the sick to health, and raised the drooping spirits of the 
soldiers. By accident, he also discovered a pipe which con
ducted water into the city, and found means to poison the 
fountain. The garrison was thus conquered by an Ulll!eell 
foe, and Crissa fell into the hands of the AmphictyoDB. 

But Cirrha and Anti-Cirrha, two powerful cities,· still 
remained, and threatened to stand Ii siege as long as had 
already detained the forces of Apollo. Again the oracle was 
consulted, and again the response plunged them all into per
plexity. "The Amphictyons," said the Pythia, "will never 
be successful, till the waves of the sea wash the sacred pre
cincts of Delphi." While all the deputies were speculating 
on the possibility of getting the sea over the Parnassian moun-



SOLON'S TRAVELS. 121 

tams, Solon relieved their embarrMlment by IUggesting, that 
as they could not bring the .. to th8 ~ -~, they 
might take" the converse of the proposition" and 11riag th8 
.acred. boutatlB to th8 ,ea. This plan struck the AmpbictyoDB 
favorably. With various imposing rites and cel'emoniee, they 
consecrated all the territory of Crissa to A polIo, and called 
on him to aid in the punishment of its aacrilegious po8II8IIIIOl'8. 
Superstitious hopes and fears now aided in the contest. The 
Amphictyons were filled with courage, the Cirrhll!all8 with 
dismay; nor was it long before victory declared in favor of 
the assailants. The doomed inhabitants were put to the 
BWOrd or banished; and the landa which had been enriched 
by long and skilful culture, were left desolate. From the 
Bpoils of the captured cities, a fund was created to reward 
victors at the Olympic games. 
8ol0ll1!oell But Solon, with all the wisdom of his institutions, 
to .bia. and all the popularity he had acquired as a general 

and a statesman, could not prevent a new ebullition of faction 
in his beloved city. The parties of the Highlands, the Low
lands, and tJie Coast, still contended for superiority; and what 
one cllUi8 approved in his laws, another desired to see amended. 
Anxious for the success of his great work of legislation, Solon 
finally assembled the people; and after acknowledging that his 
own mind was not perfectly satisfied as to the utility of all his 
measuree, he obtained from them a pledge to obey his laws ten 
years, while he visited those countries most distinguished for 
the excellence of their government, and revised ilie constitu
tion he had framed for Athens. Having thus secured to his 
institutions a fair trial, he sailed for Egypt and abode some 
time, as he himself -relates,-

"On the Canopian shore, by Nile', deep moath." 
From Egypt he went to Cyprus, and from Cyprus passed, 

by request of CralBUB, king of Lydia, to Sardis.· 
• The interview of Solon with CrCll8~ ill very j1lllly celebrated. Tha' 
~ who wu conaidered &he rich ... m &he world, attemJlted to daule 
&he e,.eB of the philoaopher with a diapla,. of mapificent furniture and jew
eJry. - SoloD, thOugh a plain republican, gaz~ UIJOD the .,lendor of royalty 
wiihout the 1888& IlUl'Jlriae; and CfCIIIIUI, chagrined at the iilcIi8"erence of the 
bumble Grecian, deiDanded, "If Ae Mel .,.,. _It a =.~" 7" Solon replied, "Htl Mel; CIJItl tAat ~.tm __ OM 7Wlu, a cIhIrm of At1aeu, 
111M, laarIi"6 6en a60N VJtmt aU lau Zifll, clierl, glorimuly ./iIl1dit ftlt' lau COUll
"Y. .. CraIWI aaai!l in~uired, "WMtlaer, a1J!ii" TIIlla, M lfteto ... XOTRJ:IL 1aap. 
7!er. _ ill t1ae ViorId 7' Solon replied, "Yu; Cleobie aad BiImI,fartlBtlftlt' 
~ dllA/t4 6eAnIor W t1teifo 1IIOCMr; ,tit' t1ae MIll not /ieiRg retMly, tAey put 
~ iRto tAlI r--, CIJItltlr-. t1teifo IIIGIAer w JIIItD', teJRpIe, do lIIOI 8-
"...., Mm ill AniIw no\ -. _1IIOWIi fatVJtU"tl ..... tAlI w-i1l8' qf 
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'I'M Pilildntidll. 
or the three parties in Athens,' LyCUJ'8U8t leader of the 

Lowlanders, belonged to the "Old Aristocracy," the ancient 
Eupatridte. Megacles, distinguished for being the head of 
the AlCIDIOOnidm, for numerous victories in the Olympic 
~ for the wealth and splendor of his house, and for hav
mg married the heiress of the throne of 8icyon, was leader of 
the Coast party. Brit the most powerful man in Athens was 
Pwtratul, cousin of Solon, whose engagin~ manners, agre&
able person, and persuasive eloquence, _~ed for birD the 
pre-eminence among the democratic Highlanders. Each 
party W88 wedded to its own opinions, and conte"tion seemed 
to increase, without any prospect of termination, till one day 
Pisistratus came Into the agora with several marks of violence 
upon his person. The people gathered round him with looks 
of curiosity and concern. He told them that "88 he was 
going into the country he W88 waylaid oy his political oppo
nents, and with difficulty had escaped wounded 88 might be 
seen, hence they could judge whether it would be safe for any 
man longer to be a friend to the poor. It W88 obvious," he 
said, "that M could no longer live in Attica, unless they would 
take him under that protection which he implored." Imme
diately one of his partisans proposed to grant this injured friend 
of the people, a guard of fifty men for the security of his 
person. The vote was passed, and Pisistratus, taking advan
tage of the terror inspired by his armed followers, seiZed upon 
the citai1.el. Lycurgus and his party submitted quietly for a 
time, and tM Alc~ left 1M city. 

Though Pisistratus thus became a lyra,,', yet he changed 
tle ~. A..ft6 1M ~ tTIey laid doeD" to ,.." 11111 ron ,.. tIIOn!y for 
IA.!! died t1tGt ftigltt lDitltolll aMTOlD or pail&, ita 1M aitlat ,q 10 fAucA gUWy." 
"Well," aaid CI'OI8U8, b,hly displealed, "mad do youllOt tAm rIIIII: us ita t1te 
ftwn6er of MfPJI __ l' " King of Lytl.iIJ," said the pbilo5pber, .. 1M tIi
ciuittulU of "It ... If.,. U I&Ot to 111 ilatetI by 4ft!! pratt&t 800tl C or to ".,. 
fAire tltat !elU;ity dic1t U liable to c1aange.. P'IitUtjty C/lrMu or erJt!!!I- _ 
rio". uti. u7ICertoia etJeIIla ill ita lloIOm. He, tJcerV-. wltoII& lit w.-tDit1 
aucceu to 1M ~ u, ita our utimtatioft, '1' •• HUrT • .uf. But tle ACIJ'IPi
of Aim no atiU Ii_, mad_ t1te t!.rmg.,.. of life to ==~ to u tID 
lietter t1taI& t1tat of II c1tampion lxifore t1te 00mlat u . iuul IIIIult: 1M 
erotDII. U uRCertaitt. " 

Though CI'OI8U8 diamiBsed tbe stem law.gj.ver with contempt, yet when 
hie city was taken, hilllllelf made prisoner, ana laid bonnd upon me pile 10 be 
bumed, the trutb of this dilCOUrB8 wr:ung from him the puaionate e)[clama
tion, .. 0, Solon! Solon! Solon .!" Upon tbe inqniry of Cynu, "What god 
or mau he invoked in 10 great a calamity," be relaied the converaation he 
hed witb one of the a_ tDUe _ of (h6ece, and tbe conqueror was 80 atruck 
with it that he releaaed the prilloner and made him hi. friend. Thua Solon 
uved the life of _ mg, and imJIIVVed tIae eheno&er of another. 
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nothing in the Athenian ccmstitution. All the law, courta of 
juatiee, and magistracies remained the aame, and he JUo.eIC 
once obeyed a citation from the Areopagus on charge of mW'
der. He courted the friendship of Solon, and often aY&iled 
hilnself of his relative's wisdom, but the philosopher died the 
year following these events, at the age of BO. 
B. C.lIaII. "UJ18 Pisistratus not long after lost all the power he 
=.n~~ ! had usurped. The rival factions of Megacles 

quarrel. and Lycurgus united to overthrow him; but no 
sooner had they effected their object, thaq they quarreled 
among themselv:es. At the end of five years, Megacles 
80ught out the retired Pisistratus, and offered to give him 
his daughter in marriage, and assist in restoring him to his 
former station. Pisistratus returned to Athens amidst the 
acclamations of. the people, and received his young bride at 
the hand of her father with apparent joy; but looking upon 
her 88 descendened from a race struck with an everlasting 
curse, be treated her with entire neglect. The Alcmreonidai, 
indignant at the affront, again made common cause with the 
party of Lycurgus, and Pisistratus was again driven from 
Athens. He resided ten years in Eubalo.. Hearing then, that 
the government of his rivals had become unpopular, he landed 
upon the plain of Marathon with a considerable force, and 
marched toward Athens. He was every where successful; 
the disaffected flocked to his standard, and he soon saw himself 
~ of greater power than ever before. 

What he hOO twice lost, and now 80 hardly regained, he de
termined henceforth to hold with a firmer grasp. No longer 
relying upon the affections of the fickle multitude, he tOOK a 
body of foreign mercenaries into pay, and by their aid inspired 
awe, where he could not command respect. His refined and 
elegant taste, however, led him to employ his power for the
benefit of Athens. He took every method to promote agri
culture; he beautified and adorned the city;· he gave libe
rally of his private property to relieve the distressed, and enac
ted a law making public provision for those wounded in the 
service of their country. He is said to have founded the first 
pu1Jlic library in the known world, and to have made the first 
complete edition of Homer's poems. He continued to direct the 

• He commenced a temple to Olympian Jove, more vu' &ban any &be l1li
den' world ever 88W, bu' lived to complete only the tbunda&iona. He form
ed &be Lyceum, a beaucitbl garden furniabed wi&b Ida&ely buildinga, and 
wa&ered by a tbun&ain which lowed in aiu arlificial chanDeI. Ihrough de
IIch&fu1 POT.., by &be lide of ahacled walks. 
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administration of government to an advanced age, and died in 
the city which he had robbed of liberty, and crowned with 
prosperity. 

Hippiaa aDd WpparchOl. 

The sons of Pisistratus succeeded to his power, and for some 
years trod in his steps. Hipparchus, who seemed to in1.!erit all . 
his father's literary taste, devoted himself to the improvement 
of the moral and civil condition of the people. He invited 
learned men to the city, and cultivated letters and the arts, 
under their guidance. He caused marble statues of Hermre, 
with moral sentences engraved upon the sideS, to be erected in 
the principal streets; he relieved the people of a heavy tax; 
called in, and recoined the money; and for eighteen years 
contributed not a little, to the flourishing c;ondition of the 
country. This period was called the "Golden age of Greece ;" 
and Thucydides, in speaking of the Pisistratidm, remarks, 
"Those tyrants singularly cultivated wisdom and virtue." A 
rule so tranquil, so beneficent and 80 popular, seemed likely 
to. be lasting ; when an event occurred, which, though simple 
in itself, brought a train of complicated miseries upon Athens. 

Hipparchus, acting in his public capacity, as director of the 
holy rites, dismissed the sister of Harmodius, (against whom 
he had a private pique,) from bearing the sacred vessels, at ~ 
public festival. This insult stung Harlnodius to the quick, and 

. kindled the indignation of his friend, Aristogiton. They re
solved, in their prosecution of revenge, to overthrow the ruling 
dynasty. At an assembly in whicn the citizens bore a.rms, 
they rushed upon Hipparchus, and slew him; but his ~ 
coming up immediately, killed Harmodius, and not long after, 
Aristogiton was taken and put to death. 

512. Now it was that tyranny properly began. Grief, 
anger, and excitement, rendered Hippias revengeful and 8U8-

picious; he increased his enemies by putting several distin
guished individuals to death, and began to look abroad. for the 
support he had hitherto found among his 0tDn people. 

The Alcmmonids and their party found means to profit by 
the failing popularity of Hippl8& They had employed the 
years of their exile in a work which made all Greece their 
debtors. The temple of Apollo, at Delphi, having been con
sumed by fire, the Amphictyons en~ to ~ive three hundred 
talents for its re.building. The Alem.eomdal undertook the 
job, and finished it in the most superb style, exceeding their 
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contract in the expense they put upon the atructure, and c0m
pleting the beauty of the edifice by carrying up the whole 
front with Parlan marble. The ~ proved not ~fu1 ; 
fol' whenever the Spartans applieil to the oracle for counael, 
in addition to the regular response they were admonibhed to 
give liberty to AtAenB. Now, when Athens was all commo
tion, the people of Sparta determined to obey the injunction of 
Apollo. They sent out Cleomenes, their king, with a bend of 
men to aid in overthrowing the Piaistratid party. Hippias 
was defeated in the field, and the AtheniaDB, fearing a Biege, 
consented to deliver up the city in five days. In this time the 
most obnoxious escaped, and Hippias made good his retreat to 
the Hellespont. 

Traee die A~ClDllloDid. Irom Delphi to Sparta, to Atbeaa; Uld Hippiu Ie 
die BeIlelponL 

EzUe UId Clisthenes, son of that Megacles who contended 
retarD. with Piaistratus, being thus restored to his country, 

enjoyed a brief period of power. To please the people be 
changed the number of tribes from four to feR, and enacted that 
fifty pel'8OD8 should be chosen from each, to constitute a lef&4te; 
which was from this time called theCoundl of Five Hu"dred.. 
His Eupatrid opponents appealed to the Spartans, and Cleo
menes was in consequence sent with anollier army up from 

. the Peloponnesus, to destroy the dominion he had 80 recently 
. established. A herald preceded him, demanding the banish

ment of the Alem&lOnidm, as the descendants of sacrilegious 
parents. Not daring to bring the matter before the people, 
Cliathenes and his party retireCl; and Cleomenes, emboldened 
by this success, banished 700 families from AtheD& He was 
proceeding to remodel the constitution, and arrange affairs to 
suit the aristocracy, when he was interrupted in his labor of 
love, by a refusal on the part of the Athenians to be 80 gov
erned. The indignant people ran to arms; and Cleomenes, 
after being besieged in the citadel two days, was permitted to 
retum home and fake his partisans with him. The AIC1llC2Mli
tltB astJift retlWfte4 to AtAem. 

The Athenians, concerned at a breach with the warlike 
Spartans, and at a loss for allies, sent over to Sardis to form a 
CODDeetion with Artaphemes, the gov9l'nor of that place. 
The satrap received the deputies of the little unheard-of repub
lic with that haughtiness 80 becoming in a viceroy. When 
they were admitteCI into his presence, he demanded who they 

12 
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were, and why they desired an alliaDce with the Persians 1 
These questions having been answered with all due respect, 
he condescended to say, "That if they would give earth au 
water to Darius, they migbt be-received into alliance, other. 
wise they must depart." The ambassadors, considering oni,~_ 
the immediate danger of their country, consented to these 
humiliating terms. 

Such wtU tM .first public tranaaction between Greece au 
Persia. When the ambassadors returned bome, they were 
severely censured by the people for the craven spirit they had 
manifested, and nothing further W811 done about the alliance 
witb Persia. 

Trace the amba...ron to Sanlia and back. 

The elouda Yet the danger which hung over Athens waa not 
plOOf. yet averted. Cleomenes could not forget that he 

had effected a disgraceful retreat from the Acropolis. He 
. left no means untried to excite a league against the Athenians. 
In tbe Spartan senate he asserted, that while shut up in the 
citadel, he discovered among the archives of the republic, 
a record of the means by wbich the Alcrmeonids bribed 
tbe Pythia, and gained the command to give liberty to 
Athena. He urged tberefore that the Spartan government 
had acted unjustly, irreligiously, and imprudently, in expelling 
Hippias ; and that they could not do their duty to gods nor men, 

- otberwise than by restoring him. By the influence of this 
speech, Hippias was invited to Sparta; but as the othet' states 
refused to enter into a league to restore the banished tyrant, 
he soon after retired to the court of Artapbernes, wbere he 
was kindly received and treated witb the greatest attention. 
Tbe Atbenians sent to request, tbat Artaphernes would not 
countenance their banisbed citizens. Tbe satrap returned for 
answer, "If the Athenians wisb to be safe, tbey must receive 
Hippias for tbeir king." Tbis baughty reply threw all Attica 
into a ferment. Every man was aroused by indignation or 

. alarm. At this critical moment, Aristagoras, governor of 
Miletus, arrived at Athens. He had come to persuade the 
Atbenians to assist the~ brethren of Ionia in a rebellion agaiIrst 
Persia. Being introduced into an assembly of the people, he 
used every argument in his power to point their vengeance 

. against tbe Persian rulers of Asia Minor. And he succeeded. 
Twenty ships were voted, to aid the Ionians in their projected 
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revolt; and "these Bhips," adds the historian, 
beginning of evils to Greeks and barbarians." 

Read &he laat article in Joaeph'. chapter of Penia. / 

.. 
19'7 

"were the .. 
..-f"'NOTJ:.-pytAagoru, a Camou Grecian philOBOph., flourillhed in &bU cen. 

my. He wu a Dative of Samoa, and a great traveler. ' He ilI.aid to have 
been cani.ed Cram Egypt in the lIlIlIy of Cl\Dlbysea to Persia, where he 
COIIIII8l8d what he hainearned from the E£n:itian priem with the dootrinea 
of tfie magi. From Persia he paaaed into-other countriesl !",llell~ evel'J 
where malerialB Cor hili great eystem. He finally took UJ! bill abode m Cro
tDDa, in Italy. He establillhed a achaol there, into which he admitted thou 
whom he dWught capable or becoming true philoaophen. Q:'he candidatea 
went firIt pDt upon trial. by beling objected to rigorou exercille, uvere 
abaCinence, and etrlct mena. During theBe yeara they neither aaw nor 
heard their muter, but were instructed by lOme inferior preceptor, who 
l8UIed evel'J doQb\ by "ipse tlizitt U he," that ill Pythagoras .. said 80." 
If any ODe, wearied of thi.ri rigid discipline, chose to withmw: he waa dis
milIBed with double the share &hat he Iiad advanced to the common .tock: a 
tomb waa erected Cor him u Cor a dead man; and he wu forgotten u lOOn 
.. paaible. Having peased the severe onleal, the candidate. were penni1-
ted" to hear PythBgOiU lectDre from behind a curtain. Hill doctrinea the,. 
coDUDiUed to memory, that the willdom of their master Deed not puB to the 
yalpr through the medlwn of boob. . 

He taught by nwnben; the Divine mind being considered the JlOlltld, 
hill whicn nature emanate. and recede., u numben depart from unity. \ 

The Diatonic acale wu dilIcovered by PJ'thaIrorae. In puling a BlDith'. 
IJqe he obaerved that tires of the sounds m~e 6y the Coar worlUnen were 
haiIaaniolU, while the fourtl wu dilIcordaal; \ He roUnd the difference to 
be in the weight of die hammen. Acting IIipon thi.ri hint he went home, 

~pre • roar ~ elllCtly alike, hUIII upon them foar weights cor-
109 to the 1!eights of !he hammen. Thua he rormed a musical 

e, and-proceeded to Construct stringed instruments. / He coDceived that 
the .pheres in which the planetll move, atriking upon ether, mut pIOdnce a 
.aWM1, and that all their moliollll be~ harmooiOlu, their so0nd8 moat be 
barmoniooa also; and hill scholars, ambitious to increue their muter's mm.e .. 
declared that he had been pennitted by the gods to "liIteu to the celestial 
IIl1I8ic or the apherea." 

m. theorY taught that lire holds the middle place in the Doiveraa, and 
1bat the'iiirth ill aile of the planets which make their revolDtiona about the 
aphere of lire. 
- Pysbuoras believed in the ~D of lOuls, and declared that he 

coufd remember what pused while he inhabited the bodies of dift"ereDt 
aoimala. He lived to an advanced age, veuerated by the credulous, and 
loved by the g1?Od. He had luch a command over hiS COlmteDance that iC 
never expreued eit4er ~t; joy, or anger. 

CHAPTER XVII. 500. ANN. 
The Penian Invuions. The Peloponnesian War. .... 

The Athenians, who went over to Ionia in the ships, landed 
at Ephesus, and marched immediately to Sardis, which they 
took and burnt; but as some dissatisfaction arose between 
them and the Ionians, they returned without any other act of 
hostility. But this invasion of his territories, was enough to 
rouse the resentment of Darius, and induce him to set in array 
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the whole force of his kingdom against the republics of 
~reeee. 

Cleomenes, meantime, opposed Demaratus, his brother 
sovereign, in every thing; and by procuring a decision 
against nim from the Delphic oracle, effected his banishment. 
Demaratus, like Hippias, retired to Persia. 

The line of Spartan succession continued from page 110 : 
LINB OJ' EUBYllTlmNEB. LINE 01' PBOCLE •• 

Demaratus. 

Ageaipolis 

Cleomenes, having committed BUicide, his nephew, Leon
idas, succeeded to the throne, in the line of Eurysthenes, 
about the same time that Leotychidas, nephew of Demaratua, 
received the power vested in the house of Procles. 
81tuat1on of tile And now, while the hosts of Persia are gather
Greclaa Stat-. ing to pour their full tide of vengeance upon the 

offending Greeks, let us look at the condition of these little 
states, and inqt1ire into their means for resisting the tremen
dous shock. The TAusalia7l8, who should have guarded the 
northern frontier, were so at variance among themselves, that 
they could not agree, even against a common enemy. The 
Theba.718, and with them almost all Beotia, had sent eartA a.nd 
'fIJater to the Persians. Argos had been almost depopulated by 
Sparta, and Athe718 had not yet forgotten the injuries she had 
received from C]eomenes. Besides these divisions between 
the different republics, each state was divided in its own coun-
88]S; the aristocracy could not brook the measures of the 
people, and the people would nQt support the measures of the 
aristocracy; and what was far worse, Hippias and Demaratua 
the banished princes of Athens and Lacedemon, were resideD ta 
of the Persian court, and instigators of the war. 
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And yet, even at theae fearful odds, in this distraeted state of 
couutry, neither nor itparte, coulh tolerate tite 

of submission to a foreign power; and when the heralds are 
ehed, demaudind "eaith eeh in th" . na""" of Darhe", 
king of kings, they dared to exasperate the already maddened 
"""uereh,n, h"" th,,,,winu on" of [he ,.,Hlsse,.,,,ers into diL"h, 
anh the'othei- into a wen, as the places where ccdd h~cst 
fied the required tokens of submission. 

d93. The ti,.,ct am1alD?:,,.,t sEmt Ont by under dis 
son.in.law, Mardonius, was shattered by a storm, off Mt. 

nnd did not n,CCtm,1 it, "eaching "nen fhe 
shores of Greece. 

Th" neut thron yenrs mere chent pcepal""edon ito$:h 
sides. And while Datis and Artapherne8, with the con. 
g?:ugaz;6d f·,?Fces of the en..,t, a?F" slumly 2 . .,jlin6 acu:FiIII tde 
Egean, let us look at the military power of Atbens, against 
mdom the ottock prhdpitlly dhucted. . 

G::tl~:~~,of m,~:J .J,~ag'hu~~~,u~!~ h~r~~n t:~tl~~~~: 
Athenians in a singular manner. IJuring the time of Pisia
trntUS. the nntivn inhnbitaut" of the place beinl!' at war with 

~::~I;;~~~ih::tt~"~:~t~'f~;~~t~~~P~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~d ~~~: 
lppy tYlere, me fiP3t person eRier melr 'flnttlnd thp lemplP, 
should invite them to the rites of hospitality. The chiefs 
??,,,rt·: on ,. elr :our·' y homeword. Tnming into Attie", 
their way led them past the country.house of Miltiades, a de. 
eOl,mdont of w,dthn and honor".ble Athenian 
tiades, happening to be in his portico, and seeing men pass in 

fOreihn d?F"lS, ziileoslod and oHZl.ted them .tefrz12hment. 
They ~ntered. his house, and soo~ Il;cqyainted their hospitable 
entert',mer mlth tiTe p,u'po,e of melr tourntziT, the orael'· 
lar response they had received. Mlltiades readily acceplo,f 

dieine dix'ection. A nmnbel' of Athenizms, whom Pisistra. 
tus very willingly dismissed, joioed in the zmterpI'ise, Eed 
eiades, with the followers he had collected, departed with the 
etnI'ngors. 'r'he colon6 thuI' plEEted, acknowledged him 
their head; and he became, without a struggle, the tyrant of 
Chersouesull, died chiMless, ,md his estf,te zind 
passed to the son of his brother Cimon. This youth, also 
uemed Milkodes, iOas thZil timc in hlhh kHZuor ewith 
and Hipparehus. These politic tyrants, anxious to preserve 

aothoritg of the iootheo coz.mtry ovec the coioOh, 
12- ' 
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youug Mildadea to collect his inheritance, and take upon him
self the admilrlstration of aftB.irB. 

When Darius IDILl'Cbed against the Scythians, Miltiads 
followed in his train, and was left with the other Ionian chiefs, 
to guard the bridge of boats &CI'OIB the Danube. It was this 
tfiltiadee who propaeed to break up the bridge, and free Ionia 
from the yoke of Persia, by leaving Darius to periah among 
the Scythians; a measure which was prevented by that very 
Histimus who insti8&ted the Ionian colonies to revolt, and thus 
commenced the war which now threatened Athens. It does 
not appear that Miltiades took any active part in the revolt; but 
finding himself obnoxious to the Persians, he put his effects on 
board five triremes, and sailed for Athens, where he soon 
gaitied great popularity, and was made one of the generals. 

Trace the moveJll4lDt. of Miltilld ... 

Such was the man who, while the Persians were subduing 
the islanda of the Egean and storming Eretria, was employing 
all his energies to raise a force sufficient to meet them, when 
they should make their descent upon Attica. No measures 
had yet been taken for the general security. The Ionian 
colonies that began the war had been conquered; all the 
islands had submitted; Eubcea, the guardian of the eastern 
coast, had wasted her best blood in a fruitleas resistance; and 
the Persian army had even passed the narrow strait of Euripus, 
before any league for common defence had been proposed. 
On the capture Of Eretria, a messenger was sent from Athens 
to Sparta, to communicate the alarming intelligence, and entreat 
ass~ce. The Lacedemonians promised their utmost help, 
but their laws and their religion they said forbade them to 
march before the full moon, of which it wanted five days. It& 
five days tke Peraian8 might ravage all Attica. The Athe
nians were thus left to meet the storm alone. Their forces 
were commanded by ten generals of equal authority, and 
among tl&em a question arose, involving the issue of the war, 
and the fate of all Greece. Should they sustain the horrors of 
a siege within their city, or should they advance into the open 
plain to meet the enemy 1 It was at this crisis that the genius 
and experience of Miltiades saved his country. He knew the 
character of the Persians, he knew the valor of his country
men, and he left no means untried till he had prevailed upon 
the archon to give the casting vote in favor of marching out 
of the city. Aristides, reflecting that & command which 
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changed every day could not be unifono 01' e5cient, naigned 
in favor of Miltiades; and the other geneJ'8la following his 
example, this chief was invested with 801e authority. Aa the 
Persians posseesed the command of the sea, Miltiad.. was 
forced to wait for intelligence 88 to the point of debarkation; 
they had therefore landed their whole force without molestation 
upon the eastern coast of Attica, and were in quiet po8IMII8ion 
of the f~;t"n of Marathon, when the Athenian army appeared 
onthe' abov~ -

IlIIUIe of 490. Let us take a vi~w of the l'ival armies, as 
MarathoD. they lay encamped the night before the battle. 

The barbarian host numbel's six and forty diJferent natiOnl. 
They are surrounded with all the pomp and panoply of war ; 
100,000 foot soldiers wearing stockings and turbans, and carry. 
ing bows and short spears, the successors of those ~ who 
under the great Cyrus conquered all Asia, flushed With the 
hopes inspired by recent victory, wait for the morrow to earn 
new laurels: 10,000 horses richly caparisoned, each carrying a 
short spear on the forehead, and another upon the breast, with 
10,000 riders armed with spears and javelins, are prepared to 
purSue the fugitiv.es to the very gates of Athens. The fleet 
appE!1U'8 in the distance, carrying provisions and baggage for 
the soldiers, chains for the captives, and. marble lor monu· 
ments; and even ilie 88"ants which are left to guard it are 
more in number than all the inhabitants of Attica, men, 
:women, and children, included. 

Sheltered by the hills, the 10,000 Athenians, with a few 
-volunteers from Plate&, and attending slaves to act 88 light 
armed infantry, invoke the aid of their protecting gods and 
heroes in the approaching conflict. 

Who can prophesy aught but victory to the Persians 1 Who 
can predict aught but destruction to the Greeks! 

When Miltiades viewed the narrow valley, bounded by rocky 
and difficult heights, in which the Persians were enclosed, he 
determined to commence the attack. }t'inding his troops ani· 
mated as he wished, he issued an order to lay aside missile 
weapontl, to "advance, running down the hill, and engage in 
close fight. This cOmmand was obeyed with the utmost alac
rity. The Persians beheld the mad onset, at first, with ridi. 
cule, but the shock they sustained soon turned their attention 
to self defence. The horse, encumbered by the narrowness" 
of the ground, could" not move without throwing their own 
ranks in&o disorder; and the infcmtry, haviDg no U88 for their 
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bows and slings, threw them away, and engaged hand to band 
with the Greeu. The centre of the Persian army maintained 
its ground till the wings gave way, and then all fled for protec
tion to their ships. The Athenians pursued them, aDli in the 
confusion'of embarkation, made great slaughter. They took 
seven galleys with all their contents. The Pel'8i4ns lost 6,400 
men, the Athenians only 19'2. Immediately after the battle, 
an Athenian sOldier, still reeking with the blood of the enemy, 
quitted the army and ran with the glad news to Athens. He 
reached the gates, and !!houting to the an~ multitude, 
"Rejoice, rejoice; the victoryia ours," fell down exhausted and 
~xpired. The Persian commander,· Dati&, was killed in the 
battle, and the aged tyrant, Hippias, met an inglorious death. 

The Persian armament, however, was still very formidable; 
nor was Athens, by the glorious victory of Marathon, deliver
ed from the danger that threatened her. Miltiadee, suspecting 
that an attempt might be made upon the city, marched rapidly 
across the country with his forces, and arrived upon the hill, 
Cynosarges, before the Persian fleet succeeded in doubling 
Cape Sunium, and coming to anchor in the port of Phalereum. 
Perceiving the warlike disposition of the Athenian troops, the 
Persian coriunander, without attempting any thing farther, 
weighed anchor, and steered for Asia. 

Two days after, a body of Lacedemonians arrived. They 
had. marched instantly after the full moon, and reached Athens 
in three days, a distance of not less than one hundred and 
twenty miles. Finding themselves too late to share in the glori
ous action, they visited the battle-field, and after having bestow~ 
ed many encomiums upon the valor of the Athenians, returned 
home! In the plnin a lofty mound was erected over the bodies 
of those Athenians whQ fell in the conflict, their names being 

. inscribed upon pillars sculptured from that very marble brought 
over by the Persians. to commemorate their anticipated victory. 
This tumulus is still to be seen, and some remains of the mnr
ble monuments are yet visible. Thus ended the first Persian 
invasion. 
Death of The populnrity and influence of Miltiades were now 

Miltiades. unbounded. To punish a personal affront of the Pa
rians, he requested a fleet of seventy ships to be employed in a 
manner which would bring great riches to the republic. The 
people granted them without requiring him to tell how he meant 
to use them. With this force he attacked the isle of Paroe, 
under pretence of punishing the peOple tor 8IIBisting the Per-
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sian fteet. The ParillDll resisted him bravely; be Was dan
gerously wounded, and obliged to retum bome in disgrace. 
The glory of Miltiades bad roueed tbe slumbering envy of the 
Alcm8mridm, and his failure at ,Paros, furnished the desired 
oocaaion for destroying him. Xanthippus, wbo had manied a 
niece of MegfJClu, accused him of leaving P&I'OII because be 
was bribed by the commanders of the Persian fleet then sta
tioned at a little distance on the continent. The gallant Mil
tiades, too ill to leave his house, was brO\lght in his bed before 
the general aBI!I8Dlbly of that people he had so recently deliv
ered from destruction. He attempted no defence, but lay 
there a melancholy spectacle, wbile his brother recounted his 
services and endeavored to excite the compassion of bis judges. 
A fine of fifty talents was, nevertheless, laid upon bim, and 
being unable to raise this sum, be was thrown into prison 
wbere be died of his wounds. The fine was 'afterwards paid 
by Cimon his son. 
The Peraian On the return of his generals from this disas-

Court. trous expedition, Darius determined to invade 
Greece in person, but troubles in Egypt and at home, pre
vented the execution of his design; and five years after, death 
clOlled all his schemes of revenge. But the Persi~ had not 
yet forgotten the character of a wlU'like a.nd cunquerin~ 
pIe; which their fathers had bequeathed to them. They 
were not accustomed to insults within tbeir dominion, like the 
burning of Sardis, still less to defeats in the field like that of 
Marathon. Xerxes, therefore, instigated by his courtiers to 
undertake a war which would extend his dominions to the wes
tern ocean, began to make arrangements for carrying out 
the design, both by sea and land. Four years were employed 
in preparation. An army was collected greater than the world 
ever saw, either before or since. Every sea-port in the whole 
winding length of coast from Macedonia to the present gulf 
of Sidra, was ordered to prepare ships and impress mariners. 
To prevent all risk of future disasters like that which attended 
the fleet of Mardonius, a ship canal was excavated at immense 
expense, across the isthmus which joins Athos to Thrace; and 
when we consider that Xerxes expecled to add Europe to his 
dominions, and that the passage across the Egean was very dan
gerous, and the doubling of Mt. Athos especially so, this canal 
appears a very wise preparation. At length, the levies being 
completed, the forces from all the eastern, southern, and 
western provinces of Persia, assembled at Sardis. Thither 
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the monarch went bimaelf, to take the command. Thence 
heralds were sent to all the states of Greece, (Athens and 
Sparta excepted) demanding earth and water; and according 
to oriental custom, ordering entertainment to be prepared for 
the king. Every thiDg was ready before the vernal equi
nox. And now leaving Xerxes to pl'OllOOute his pompous 
march towards Thermopylm, where a signal defeat awaits 
him, let us look again at the state of the Grecian republlcs. 

It was now ten years since the battle of Marathon. The 
Greeks had long had intelligence of the immense preparations 
making in Asia, yet still no measures had been concerted for 
general defence; on the contrary, many of the smaller states 
had sent earth and water to the invaders. The Argives, still 
weak from the slaughter under Cleomenes, declared to the d~ 
puties sent to beg assistance, that "The Spartan arrogance 
was intolerable, and that they would rather be subject to the 
barbarians than to Lacedemon;" and they ended their indig
nant refusal, by commanding the ministers to leave the terri
tory before sun-set, on pain of being treated as enemies. 

The Spartan kings were Leonidas, and Leotychidas who 
had defeated the Persian fleet in the battle of Myca1e.. The 
Athenian counsels were governed by Themistocles and Aristi
des. fIotb of these dlsdngatsbed men had proved their valor 
in the battle of Marathon. Of the ten Athenian generals, 
Aristides was the only one that agreed with Miltiades upon the 
propriety of meeting the enemy in the field; and he it was, 
who, renouncing his day of command in favor of the superior 
skill of Miltiades, induced the other generals to do the same. 
Yet such was the power of faction at Athens, that through 
the intrigues of Themistocles, this great and good man had 
been in banishment six years, and was now only re-called 
when his country felt the need of his services •• 

• The Athenians.bad a mild waJoC sratifyiDg envy. which they called • 
method oC humbling thoae who )I08IIessed too mach power. Every ciliaeD 
took a shell, and wnnng npoa it die name oC the perwon he coDBideled moat 
obnoxioas, threw it into a spot enclosed for the PnrpoH with wooden 1'IIilII. 
The JDBgIslrBtes then coDDted the shella, aad it ther IIII10UUted to m thou-
1IIIIld, the OIIlraeillm was declared complete. and the mdividaal whose name 
was found apoa the greatest Dumber oC shells, was balliahed ten yean. 
Ariatides had been commissioned to talr.e charge oC the spolia after the bat1le 
of Marathon. He discharged his traat with tlIe most perfect fidelity. He 
was alao distingnished for his inflexible justice in every tl'Imaaction. The
mistoel .. , envYJII/f th .. love and reapect with which he was treated, inaina
ated tilat 4e was maenaiblJ gaining the sovereign power, thongh without the 
e!l"igus of it. By this means the people were inducea to blillish the moat 
VU'tUOUl man in the seate. While the IIhells were geUing inacribed at the 
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Themiatocles, with the natural penetration of an ambitious 
mind, saw in the approaching struggle an occasion for Athens 
to rise to a new rank in Greece; and to gain for her this ex
alted position, and at the same time to take the lead in her 
counsels, had developed his energies, and called into exercise 
all the powers of his great intellect. 

Egina, though a ~mall island, possessed the largest fleet in 
Greece. To make Athens a maritime power, he had roused 
her envy of E«ina, and by his eloquence had persuaded the peo
ple to devote the proceeds of a silver mine to the building and 
equipping of triremes. Thus by his foresight, Athens was 
furnished in this emergency, with a fleet of two. hundred 
ships; and now, while the storm of Persian invasion was 
slowly approaching, he was busied in allaying animosities, and 
silencing disputes among the Grecian cities, and in devising ev
ery stratagem to secure a victory which he hoped would make 
Athens supreme in Greece, and Themistocles supreme in 
Athens. 

TIle He hoped almost alone. The courage of the mass 
1tespoDse. was the stem resolution of despair. Many were dis

mayed by the overwhelming force collecting in Asia, and 
more were disheartened by the fearful response of Apollo; 
for, persons deputed by public authority, having performed 
the prescribed ceremonies, entered the temple, ~d as they sat 
by the shrine, the Pythia exclaimed, "Wretches, why sit ye 
there 1 Leave your houses and the lofty ramparts of your 
city, and fly to the farthest part of the earth. For not the 
head shall remain firm, nor the body, nor the extreme feet, 
not therefore the hands, nor shall aught of the middle remain, 
but all shall pass unregarded. For fire and keen Mars, urging 
the Syrian chariot, shall destroy. Nor yours alone, but many 
other strong towers shall he overthrow. Many temples of the 
immortal gods shall he give to the consuming fire. Even now 
they stand dropping sweat, and shaking with terror. Black 
blood flows over their highest roofs, foreseeing the necessities 
of wretchedness. Depart, therefore, from the sanctuary, and 
di1fuse the mind in evils." The Athenian deputies were 

I118mbly that passed lhe eeutence of OItmciJnn ~ him, a ~t ap
proached, and tiegg~ him to write the nam4! of A.nltides upon the. 8~en. 
The good man i~nsed at the adventure, asked him .. Whether Anstides 
had ever injured him 1" II No," said het ... nor do 1 even \mow him, bnt i& 
vexes me to hear him every where called the Jun." Aristid .. made no 
reply, but wrote his name upon the shell, and returned it to bia envious 
countryman. 
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thrown into the deepest COII8ternation. In their aJWety, they 
consulted with one of the principal Delphian citiz8D8; he ad
vised them to take the aymbols of suppliant&, and go again to 
the oracle. They did so, and addresed the shrine thus : " 0 
80vereign power, prophesy unto us more propitiously for our 
country, regarding these suppliant tokens which we bear, 
or we will not depart from the sanctuary, but will remain here 
till we die." 

The prophetesa answered, "MinerVa is unable to appease 
Olympian Jupiter, though entreating with many words and 
deep wisdom. Again, therefore, I apeak in adamantine terms. 
All else within Cecropian bounds, and the receaaes of divine 
Cithmron shall fall. THE WOODBN WA.LL alone great Jupi
ter grants to Minerva, to remain inexpugnable, a refuge to 
you and your children. Wait not, therefore, the approach or 
hone or foot, an immense army coming from the continent, 
but retreat, turning the back, even though they be close upon 
you. 0 divine SaifJfl&u! thou shalt lose the SODS of women, 
whether Ceres be scattered or gathered." 

Writing down this answer, which appeared milder than the 
former, the deputies returned to AtheD& When the matter 
came to be discuaaed, various opinions were advanced upon 
the meaning of the words which interested them so deeply. 
Some thought they directed the defence of the citadel, the 
ancient palisade of which was intended by the tDOOdea tJNJll. 
Others inaiIIted that the wooden wall could mean nothing but 
the lleel, on which the oracle encouraged them to depend, but 
they concluded from the last sentence, that if the lleet came to 
an engagement, it would be defeated off Salamis. They 
advised therefore, to make use of the lleet for quitting, with 
their families and effects, a country which they could DO longer 
defend. But Themistocles was eloquent, determined, lind 
popular. He had procured the building and appointment of 
the lIeet, in view of this very 8Pl8rgency; he was suppoaed to 
have instructed the Pythia as to the fbOOden fDalU, and he now 
ascended the herald's stand to give the finishing touch to hill 
deep laid scheme, by bringing the people into his views. 
"There was one emphatic word," he said, "which c1early 
proved the late construction wrong. For if the last sentence 
had been meant unfavorably to Salamis, the oracle would 
scarcely have said, 0, divine Salamis, but rather, 0, _deW 
Salamis. Defeat at sea was therefore portended not to them 
but to their enemies; the wooden wall unquestionably mean' 
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their fleet, and a naval engagement must save the country." 
The Athenian people felt at 'once the force of his reasoning; 
Athens was hallowed by the blood of heroes, and by the pres
ence of Minerva, the guardian deity. It was determined to 
remove the women and children for a brief period, to Salamis 
and Egina; to put the whole strength of the commonwealth 
into the navy; to increase the number of ships as fast as 
possible; and to meet the enemy at sea. Then it was, after 
Xerxes had assembled his army at Sardis, that "the busy note 
of preparation" began to sound in Greece. / 
The Con- A national congress was formtfi by each state's 

...,... sending deputies to Corinth to consult upon the con
duet of the war. None were more forward to join the conrad
eracythan the Thessalians. When intelligence arrived that 
the Persian army had crossed the Hellespont and was advan
cing towani the frontiers, the Thessalians begged that forces 
might be sent to guard the passes of their country. All the 
tlOldiers, therefore, that could be assembled were sent up to 
take possession of the vale of Tempe, between Ossa and 
Olympus; but hearing that the Persians could still enter 
Greece by going farther west, they abandoned the pass, and 
returned to Corinth. The Thessalians, thus deserted, submit
ted to the Persian monarch, and many enlisted zealously in his 
service. The Grecian confederacy, which remained to resist 
the whole force of the Persian empire, now consisted of a few 
little states, not equal in territory to the state of MaSsachusetts, 
and whose population would not equal that of a single coun
ty of England. 
Stationing The whole strength of Athens went to the naval 
the trOOJl8. armament. It was the season for celebrating the 
Olympic games, and it was deemed unnecessary to divert the 
attention of all GrE'lece from these sacred rites; but to secure 
the fidelity of the states, which still belonged to the confede
racy, the congress thought best to give a pledge of their inter
est in the general welfare, by sending a small force to gar
rison Thermopylre. Leonidas, king of Sparta, foreseeing 
that they should be called to sell their lives for their country, 
selected from his subjects, three hundred men who had 
SOns to bear up their names; and Plutarch states that he 
and his little band solemnized their own obsequies by funeral 
games before their departure. Each Spartan was attended 
by one or more Helots; Arcadia furnished 2120 men, ~ 

13 • 
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rinth armed 400, Phlius· 200, and Mycenret 80. Messen
gers were sent to Phocis and Locris to summon their whole 
force. "They were reminded that the invader was not a 
god, but a mortal, liable, as all human greatness, to a fall: 
and they were bidden to take courage, for the sea was guarded 
by Athens and Egina, and the troops now sent were only fore
runners of the Peloponnesian army, which would speedily 
follow. The Phocians immediately sent forward 1000 men~ 
and the Locrians were equally prompt; the Thespians:j: volun
teered to the a~unt of 700, and Leonidas compelled the 
Thebans to furnisli 400 more. Thus with an army of about 
6000 men, Leonidas marched to defend Thermopylre . against 
all the forces of the east. While· the Spartans were thus 
ad'f'ancing to their fatal station, the 1Ieet was moving round 
to the adjoining strait of Euripus. The Delphians, unable 
to do any thing for the defence of their country, had 
recourse to the oracle, and were told "to pray to the winds. 
for these might be powerful ossistants to Greece." The s0m
mer was far advanced when Leonidas and his forces came in 
sight of Mount Eta, and the 1Ieet came to anchor near the 
adjacent shore. Suddenly the heavens began to blacken with 
clouds. The Athenians, filled with joy at sight of the rising 
tempest, redoubled their cries to the god of the Thracian wincL 
They besought the deity to vindicate Attica, and bring de. 
truction on the barbarian 1Ieet, as he had formerly dOne at 
Athos. " Whether th~ really induced Boreas to fall upon 
the barbarians," says Herodotus, "I cannot undertake to say, 
but the Athenians assert it, and have therefore built him a 
temple." The storm laSted several days. Four hundred Per
sian galleys were flUnk, with all their crews, besides the loss 
of coasting vessell!. Fifteen galleys, which had been dis. 
persed, some days aft~r fell in with the Grecian fleet, and were 
captured. The prospect of Grecian aflhlrs was now brighten
ing a little. If their 1Ieet could meet that of Persia with 
success, and Leonidas defend Thermopylre, Xerxes could 
never reach Athens. 
The Nor was it long before the day of trial came. The 
Pipt. first sight of the Persian host covering the Trachinian 
plains, struck some of Leonidas' followers with dismay, and 
many were for retreating and making a final stand at the 
isthmus of Corinth; but Leonidas, baving set a body of Pha
cians to guard the only moun~ path Dy which they could 

• A city or Arcadia. t A city 01 AJplia. t From Theepia, • city oIBeoIia. 
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be surrounded, and having sent off for a reinforcement, pre
pared to give such an example at Thermopylm, as should 
rouse all Greece to action. Day after day the haughty 
monarch waited, expecting that the grand display of his forces 
would frighten away the opposing Greeks. A horseman sent 
out to reconnoitre, returned with the answer that he found the 
Spartans out of their entrenchments; some quietly seated comb
ing their Bowing hair, others employed in exercise. At length, 
despairing of their voluntary retreat, he sent out his Median 
cavalry, and finally the Im1lW1'tai band to repulse them, but 
the Grecians held the pass against their utmost efforts. How 
long the contest might have lasted, had not treachery revealed 
a secret path to the Persians, it is impossible to tell. This 
path, neglected as it had been, was not. unknown to the Gre
cians, and Leonidas set a company of Phocians to guard iL 
A Thessalian betrayed the secret to Xerxes, and for a co~der
able bribe offered to conduct a body of forces over the moun
tain to the rear of the Grecian camp. They started about 
dusk, and marching rapidly all night, reached by day.J>reak 
the spot where the Phocian guard was posted. The oakS, with 
which the mountain was covered, concealed their approach. 
The Phocians were first alarmed by the noise of a multitude 
of men treading among the fallen leaves. They sprang to 
their arms, and retreating to the side of the path prepared to 
sell their lives as dearly as possible; hut the Persians, having 
another purpose in view, left them. unharmed, and made all 
speed for the plains below. • 
"l'be Imm aI When Leonidas learned that t1M- Persians were 
_ &J!d ~r advancing in his rear, he called a couneil of war. 

ki.... OpInions were divided; some thinking it best to 
maintain their post, and others contending that this would be 
a useless waste of lives. The debate ended in a general res0-
lution to retreat with all speed to their respective homes, with 
the exception of Leonidas and his three hundred Spartans, and 
the gallant Thespians, who determined to remain, and give 
such a specimen of Grecian valor as should forever strike ter
ror into the hearts of the Persians; and they retained the The
bans as hostages. As the oracle had declared that either 
Laeedemon or her king must perish, Leonidas resolved at once 
to be himself the sacrifice. -

The whole Persian army was under arms before the Sun 
rose, the king himself attending in solemn pomp to wait the 
appearance of the luminary, for beginning the devotional 
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ceremonies prescribed by the Persian religion. The SpartaDa, 
baving given up all thoughts either of conquering or escaping, 
looked upon Thermopylm as their burying place, and prepared 
to leave their bodies a monument to after ages, of their obedi
ence to that law of Sparta, which forbade a soldier to fly from 
an enemy. When their frugal breakfast was prepared, Leon
idaa exhorted his men to take some nourishment, telling them 
that they should sup that night with old Pluto, upon which 
they set up a shout ns if they had heen invited to a banquet. 
About the middle of the forenoon, the Persians advanced to 
the attack in front and rear; but Leonidas, nothing daunted, 
collected his little band before a wall which had been built in 
former times, and awaited ilie char~. The first shock was 
exceedingly violent. Leonidas ~ve Ioos& to the fury of men 
prepared for death. Advancing a little, he attacked the Per
sians in the wider part of the valley, made great slaughter 
among them, and caused such confusion, that through W'IUlt of 
room, numbers of the ill-disciplined multitude were forced into 
the BfI\, and many were trodden to death by their own people. 
The Spartan king fell early in the engagement, and the con
tention for his body animated the combatants to new fury. 
But when the Persian band came up in the rear, and the Spar
tans saw on every side the bristling ranks of steel, they retreated 
anin to the narrow wall, and placing their backs against it, 
fought till every man was slain·; and never was field of glory 
Itrewed with braver dead. . 

Thts is that battle of Thermopylm, to which allusion is 80 

eften made; and this is that Leonidas whose name still takes 
lIle highest rank in fhe list of heroes. 
'I'he naval en- During the memorable scene at Thermopylm, 

paemenL the hostile fleets met in the neighboring channeL 
The business of the Grecian fleet, like that of tbe army, was 
to defend tke Btrait. A sharp skirmish resulted in favor of 
the <lreeks, and the capture of 30 galleys. Scarcely had the 
rival ships cast anchor, when Boreas a~n excited the ele
ments to anger. The sea heaved in tumultuous waves toward 
the frowning skies, and the skies in turn poured down their 
torrents upon the troubled sea. The drift of the storm carried 
the wrecks of the late engasement among the Persian ships. 

.. Ariatodemue and Pantitee were alent at the time, but BI it appeerecl 
"at they miJrht have been there bad they made the necenary exertion, DO 
\Jne would ieep_ company or converae wittL them. Pantitee, in despair, 
81raIlgied himseu; bllt ANtodemue lived to redeem bia cba.ractel' at the 
IlaUle oC Platea. 
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Their cables were entangled, their oars lmp1lded r repeated 
ftashes of lighning seemed to discover the horrors of the scene, 
while the thunder resounding among the summits of Pelion, 
atrock the Ionian seamen in Persian pay, with tile idea that the 
gods were thus declaring their displeasure, because they were 
bearing arms against their mother country. SuperstitioU8 
terror weakened their strength, and embarrassed their efforts. 
A squadron also which had been sent around Eubm to attack 
the Grecians in the rear, was driven upon the rocks of that 
dangerous coast, and all perished. II Thus the cfeity to whom 
they had prayed, again interposed to reduce the Persian force 
more nearly to an equality with the Grecian." 
Tbe Persians The Pe~ians were thus prevented from making 

advance. any advance, but when intelligence came that 
Leonidas and his men were slain, and that the rest of the 
army had retreated, the commanders of the Grecian fleet 
weighed anchor and sailed for the Saronic Gulf. Xerxes and 
bis army proceeded south. from Thermopylre, guided by the 

. Thessalians. They spared the places which had formerly 
submitted. but they burned thirteen cities whose gallant people 
refused to join their enemy's ranks. Some were reduced to 
slavery, and others fled beyond Parnassus. The Peloponne
sian land army determined to abandon Attica. to its fate; they 
therefore retired to Corinth, built a wall across the isthmus, 
and set Cleombrotus, brother of Leonidas, to guard it. In 
Athens, the alarm was extreme. All their frontier lay ex
posed to the advancing enemy; all their men of war were on 
board the fleet; and the only resource left for the deserted 
inhabitants was to seek a refuge in the islands, which would 
doubtless be in their turn attacked. At the awful mament of 
abandoning their country, all hearts were filled with the deep
est anguish; the women and children mingled their cries 
together, and the whole shore resounded with lamentations. 
Some old persons, too infirm to move, and some individuals, 
who thought the citadel 'lDooden 'lDalla remained behind. The
mistocles, to facilitate the embarkation, had recourse to popu
lar superstition. It was believed from ancient times in Athens, 
that a large serpent was a diviDe guard to the temple of 
Minerva; and it was customary to place oakes as an oft"ering 
to this reptile, every new moon. The ohief. priest of the 
temple declared, that the cakes which had hitherto alwaY' 
been eaten by the divine serpent, now remained untouched; 
an io9Qntrovertible proof that tbe goddess biI.d forsaken the 

IS-
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citadel. This induced the citizens readily aad quietly to quit 
their city; nay, 80 far were they moTOd by it that they stoned 
~ death an orator who tried to persuade them to remain and 
submit to the ling; and the women, equally excited, inflicted 
the same punishment upon his wife. The city was finally 
evacuated, and the inhabitants, bidding a 8Orrowful farewen 
to their houses and temples, sailed away to the neighboring 
island. of Salamis, Egina and Troeaene. They were kiDdly 
received and b.oepitably entertained. The Penian ILI'IDY, 
advancin« u1eanwhile, found no obstacle till they reached 
Athens. After a longer resistance from the devotees thaD 
could have been expected, the place 1VU taken, the temples 
pillaged, and the houses burned. . 

Themlotoele. Intelligence of th» Ment eame t() the fleet, 
piDtllIllpoiDt. while a COUD881 of war was sittin«. It occa. 

moned such alarm, that lOme of the commanders left the de
llata, hastened on lloud their galleys, and prepared for instant 
Ii~ht. Night came on, and all was confusion. Themistocl~ 
Inn in his former opinion, persuaded Eurybiadese to summon· 
another council immediately. There, in the OOUl'll8 of debate, 
he urged the neceasity of protecting tbe islands, and concluded 
with aeclaring, "That if 80 little regard was shown to the Athe. 
aian people, who had risked every thing in the Grecian cause,. 
their 1Ieet would either make terms with the enemy, or II88k 
lOme distant settlement for a people 80 unworthily treated. ,to 

Eurybiades, alarmed, bent to tm. argument, and it was decided 
to meet the enemy in the bay of Salamis. TRemistocl~ 
fearful atill of defection, sent a trusty me8ll8nger to Xerxes, to 
_y that the Athenians thou!ht of deserting to the PerBians, 
and that the other confederates had determined to fiy. The 
creat king, alarmed at the idea of his prey's eecapin~ from his 
pap, caused his fleet to form a semi-circle, and cut of all re
treat from the Greeks. Tbus Themistocles saw the Grecian 
leet confined in the very place he wished, and the ships or 
the enemy 80 closely wedged in, that tbeir numbel'll proved a 
.moos emharrassment. 
BatUe o( In the sea-fi.!hla ef tbe ancients, the principal ad
Salami.. TIUltage was gained by driving the beak of the vessel 

into the- enemy's galley; and the skill of the Grecians in 
1Ilrning and rowing; was much greater than that e£ the 
PerBians. 
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By day-break, on the ~Oth of October, B. C., (SO, the two 
fteew were drawn out in order of battle. The shores, the 
heights, the fields of the neighboring coast, were crowded 
with anxious spectators. Xerxes, enthroned upon a lOfty 
promontory, overlooked the scene. As the BUD rose, the Per
sian trumpets BOunded; the Greeks lifted· up their loud pmaD; 
she harbol'8 of Phalerewn, Peirmus, and Munychia,· sent forth 
their vulture-beaked triremes, and every man prepared him-
self for the con1lict. . 

The onset was vigorous on both sides. But apace did not 
suffice for the Persians to bring their whole fleet regularly 
into action; zeal to distinguish themselves in the presence of 
their sovereign, hurried them confusedly forward; damage, 
Ioes of oars, and wounds in the hull from the beaks of their 
own shipe, followed; the Albenians bore down every thing 
"fore them; "shortly the 88Il itself became scarcely visible, 
from the quantity of wreck and floating bodies." Such is the 
ellpresaion of the poet, who fought himself in the Athenian 
8quadron. The Lacedemonians sustained their part with invin
cible bravery; lOme of the. Ionians revolted to their parent 
Country; the confusion increased, and the raut became gen
eral. All the Persian galleys that could diaensase them. 
881ves from the fatal straita, fled; lOme were taken, many 
'Were sunk, and a few escaped. t Forty Grecian triremes were 
destroyed; but IJlOIIt of their crews I18.ved themselves on boanl 
other vessels. 

'I"he Joyf\JJ The defeat of tbis fleet deranged the measures of 
maming. the Persian commander. No port was near, capa

ble of protecting its shattered remains. A hasty order was 
that night given to sail for the Hellespont. Day broke, and 
the Greeks, who, expected a renewal of the action, looked in 
vain for an enemy. The bay of Salamis, the Saronic ~f, 
lay calm and peaceful in the morning light, unconscious of the 
bloody tragedy which bad been acted upon their surface. 
Xerxes hastily decamped with his land forces, and Themisto. 
cles, to give wings to their speed, gave them intimation that a 
project was on foot to destroy the bridge over the Hellespont, 

• The.me. barbon er Ath ... 

t Al'I8mi1ia, queen of Hall-.,-had joined ][en .. ' 1- with be 
1IdJIII. She diaplafed 10 much courage and skillin thiI baWe, &ha& the _ 
aareh remark4ld; "hll men had acted like women in the Baht, and his.:::c!l 
like men." Hed XenelliB&ened to her advice. he wouli DOt han 
.. 0--. iD the __ lInkef SaIaaiI. 
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a measure which he hirmelf propoeed, but which Eurybiadell 
prevented on the ground of the danger of reducing 80 powerfid 
an enemy to despair. Xerxes, however, ~ost no time upon 
his backwanI journey; and with the exception of Manionn. 
and 300,000 men who went into quarters in Thessaly, Greece 
was in one month freed from ita invaders. 
'l'he Athenians. The effect of so gloriow;, so important and lID 

return. unexpected, a victory as that of Salamis, can be 
imagined, but cannot be described.' The Athenians returned 
to their desolate homes; and the sound of the axe and the ham
mer, mingled with the happy voices of those who engaged in 
re-building their houses and temples. Winter approached, 
and with it came a political calm, very unusual among the fac
tious states. Gratitude to the gods, for the signal deliverance 
they had granted, seemed to swallow up all feelings of ancient 
enmity. 1'he most valuable portions of the spoil were pu ... 
licly dedicated to the gods; honors were decreed to the first 
and second for merit in war. All Greece now resounded with 
the fame of Themistocles; and when the Grecian comman
ders met in the Temple of Neptune to awanI the palm of in
dividual merit, every man gave the ~rBt vote for himself, and 
nearly every one the Beclma for Themistocles. The Spa!'
tans invited him to their city; and though they gave to their 
own general, Eurybades, a crown of olive leaves for superior 
bravery, they conferred a similar distinction upon Themisto
cles for wisdom and maritime skill. They added a chariot, 
the best the city possessed; and, when he returned, an escort 
of three hundred knights attended him to the borders of the 
country. 
'l'hreatB ot war and Spring, and the recollection that Mardoniua 
propoeal8 of peace. was still in Thessaly, awakened the Greeks 
from their happy repose. Before making any warlike demon
strations, Mardonius sent Alexander, king of Macedon, to 
Athens, with offers of peace; and this important news, quickly 
spreading through the country, the Spartans also sent ambas
sadors to exhort the Athenians to prove faithful to Greece. 
By the judicious directions of Aristides, the Lacedemonian 
deputies and Alexander were. admitted to an audience of 
the people, at the same time. Silence was proclaimed. 
Alexander rose and addreased the aasembly in this simple and 
antiquated style: "Athenians! thus saith Mardonius :-The 
commands of the king are come unto me saying, '~furgiw 
Ute AtlaetIiaaB all tAeir o.ftIftCU "BaMt 1M.. Nu., Uterefore, 
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MardotaiUII tkUII do; rutore w tAem t1tei.r territory, aftd adtl w it 
w1uJt8oever themHlvu .!&all ciw08e, leIJ11iag tAem to tMir 0I0tI 

law; and if they fDill make alliance tDith me, rebuild all the 
templu which !&ave been burnt.' Such being the king's com
mandment to me,80 I must necessarily do, unless you prevent. 
For myself, I say to you tOOs: Why would you persevere in 
making war against the king 1 You cannot overoome him. 
You know how numerous his armies are, and what they have 
effected. As a friend, I recommend to you, not in a vain con
test to lose your own country, but to seize the honorable oppor
tunity of this offer, from the king himself, for making peace. 
Be free: and let there be an alliance between us without 
fraud or deceit." Alexander added a few words of his OWD, 
in which he urged the Athenians to accept of the offers of the 
king, because they would thus secure; not the safety of their 
city only, but the sovereignty of Greece. I , 

• The king of Macedonia concluded, and the chief of the 
Spartan ministers rose. "The Lacedemonians," he said, 
" have sent to request that you will admit nothing to the pre
judice of Greece, nor receive any proposal from the Persians. 
We grieve for your sufferings, that now, for two seasons, you 
have lost the produce of your lands; and that the public ca
lamity should ~ long press. 80 heavily on individuals. We will 
engage to mamtain your families while the war shall last. 
Let not, therefore, Alexander persuade you to accept Mardo
mus' offers; prudence forbids it, for you well know that 
among barbarians there is neither faith nor truth." In the 
name of the Athenian people, Aristides made the following an· 
ewer to Alexander: "We know that the power or the Per
sian empire is many times greater than 0U1'8, but independency 
being our object, we are determined to defend ounelvea to 
the Utmost. You may therefore tell Mardonius that the Athe
nians say, 'While the sun holds his course, we will never make 
alliance with Xerxes, but trusting in our ~ and beroes, 
whoee temples and images, he setting at rmught, has burnt, we 
will persevere in resisting him.'" Then, turning to the Lace
demonian ministers, the orator thus continued his discourse : 
" After the proofs you have had of the resolution of the Athe
Dians, your fear that they would accept the terms of the bar. 
barian becomes dishonorable apprehension. No riches, nor 
the offer of the finest country on earth, could bribe us to con· 
Dect ourselves with the Persians to the enslaving of Greece. 
The images and temples of our gods, burnt and reduced to 
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ashes, prevent it ; our connexion as a Grecian people in blood 
and language, our common dedications to the gods, our common 
sacrifices, and our similar customs and manners, forbid it. 
Know then this, if before ye knew it not, that while one Athe
nian survives, we will never ally ourselves with Xerxes. We 
acknowledge your kind attention, in proposing to maintain 
our families; we will not, however, be burdensome to you. 
These, then, being OUT resolutions, let there be no delay on your 
side. Your army must march immediately, for Mardonius 
will move instantly upon learning that we have rejected his 
proposals. Before, therefore, he can arrive in Attica, it will 
behoove us to meet him in Beotia." 

With these answers, the king of Macedonia and the Spar. 
tan ambassadors departed. 
Athens The Athenians had conjectured rightly. Upon the 
burned. failure of his negotiation, Mardonius broke up his camp, 
and advanced immediately, by nearly the same road that 
Xerxes had taken, toward Athens. The Spartans hesitated 
and delayed as before; the Persian army was already in Be
otia; and the Athenians, left defenceless once more, retired 
to Salamis, and witnessed from its shores, the conftagration of 
the houses they had rebuilL Finally, the Peloponnesians put 
themselves in motion, and Mardonius, afraid to meet them in 
the hill-country of Attica, withdrew to Beotia. He chose his 
station on the border of the Platean lands, where he fortified 
a space of about a square mile, and fixed his camp. Thither 
the confederated Greeb, amounting to 70,000 regular sol
diers, with attendant slaves and Helots, headed by Pausanias,
pursued him, and pitched their camp over against the camp of 
the Persians, the little river Asopus, flowing tranquilly between 
them. 

As the diviners on both sides declared that the attacking 
party should be defeated, the commanders made their dispoei
tions to act upon the defensive; and with the exception of lOme 
skirmishing among '!he cavalry, ten days were passed in inac
tion, each party waiting in the vain hope that the other would 
begin the engagemenL At length Mardonius, seeing but a 
few day's provision left; and that fresh troops daily arrived to 
the Grecians; resolved to pass the Asopus next morning, and 
fall upon his enemies before they had time to prepare for the 

• Pa1lRlliu, IOn of CI~ _ colllin and suardiM of Pliltoau, 
'he 1011D8 MIll of tLeoDiliP, 
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conflict. At midnight, however, a man on horse-back 80fUy 
approached the Grecian camp, and begged to speak with Aris
tides. The watchful general came immediately, and the un
known person said to him, "I am Alexander, king of Mace
don, who, from the friendship I bear to you, have exposed my
self to the greatest dangers, to prevent your fighting under the 
disadvantage of a surprise; for Mardonius, impelled by the 
scarcity of provision, has determined to attack you to-morrow, 
by day-break." The king of Macedon, having thus testified 
his interest in the welfare of his country, departed as secretly 
88 he came; and Aristides repairecJ immediately to the .tent of 
Pausanias with the important intelligence he had received. 
With all possible despatch the other officers were summoned, 
and sent throughout the camp, with directions to put the troops 
under arms; an arrangement which was scarce completed be
fore the gray mists of morning began to roll up the sides ofCitlue
rone and skim along the margin of the river. To place the 
Athenians opposite the Persians, Pausanias ordered them to 
change places with the Spartans, wheeling from the left wing 
to the right; which they did, exhorting one another by the 
way; to act with bravery. "The enemy," said they, "bring 
neither better arms nor bolder hearts than they had at Mara
thon; they come with the same bows, the same embroidered 
vests and profusion of gold; the same effeminate bodies, and 
the same unmanly souIs. We fight, not like them, for a tract 
of land, or a single city, but for the trophies of Marathon and 
Salamis, and that Athens may have the glory of them." Mar
clonine, seeing this change in the position of his enemies, 
moved his Persians to bring them opposite the Spartans; 
upon which, Pausanias again changed his winSS! and brought 
the Athenians face to face with the Persians. Thus the day 
passed without any action at all. In the evening, the Greeks 
held a council of war, in which they determined to decamp and 
take possession of a place better supplied with water, because 
the springs of the present camp were spoiled by the enemy's 
horse. 
Old P!area'. 'When night was come, the Greeks struck their 

day. tents; the Athenians leading the way, by the plain 
towards the little city of Platea; the allies following confusedly; 
and the Spartans reluctantly bringin~ u.p the rear, ~er the 
foot of Cithmron, many of them 80 indIgnant at the idea of 

• A moUDlllill rieIs-, a& Ibe tbot 01 which dle Greeb were eacamped. 
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retreat, that they could scarcely be made to keep their ranks. 
The day was dawning, when Mardonius, seeing the Greeks, as 
he thought, retreating, summoned his men to pursue and 
secure the easy victory. The barbarians, thinking they 
had only to plunder the fugitives, rushed on, uttering loud 
shouts, and clanking their arms, as if to increase the fright of 
the Grecians. Pausanias, seeing this, ordered his men to stop 
and fall into their ranks; yet through the confusion that 
reigned, they did not engage readily, but continued scattered 
in small parties, even after the fight had begun. In the mean
time, Pausanias offered sacrifice, but as no auspicious token 
appeared, he commanded'his men to lay down their shields at 
their feet, and wait his orders.' Th!, steadiness and patience of 
the Spartans, now appeared in a wonderful manner. While 
the enemy were bearing down upon them with insulting Ihouts, 
and arrows were flying thick and fast around them, they stood 
defenceless, waiting the time of heaven and their general; and 
without lifting a shield, or hurling a spear, suffered themselves 
to be slain in their ranks. Pausanias, with tears trickling from 
his eyes, turned with uplifted hands towards the temple 
of Juno, and besought the goddess that" they might at ledt be 
permitted to show the enemy' that they had brave men to deal 
with." The very moment that he uttered this prayer, the di
viners discovered the desired tokens, and Pausanias gave the 
signal for action. At once, the soldiers which a moment be
fore had stood passive and silent as targets for the arrows of the 
enemy, grasped their shields and heaving their bristling pikes, 
rushed in solid phalanx,1ike an infuriated animal, upon their as
sailants. The barbarians perceived at once that they had to 
do with men ready to spill the Inst drop of their blood for their 
country. They fell back and rallied, they sent forth storms of 
arrows, they betook themselves to their swords, and grappling 
close with the Greeks, made a long and obstinate resistance. 

The Athenians all this while stood still, expecting the Lace
demonians; when the clash of armor reached their ears, 
they hastened towards the place where the noise was heard, 
but were intercepted by the Thebans and other allies of the Per
sians. The battle was thus divided into two parts; the Spar
tans contending fiercely with the Persians, and the Athenians 
and other allies being equally engaged with the treacherous 
Greeks. Mardonius who had thought himself pursuing an 
enemy that dared not resist"him, was filled with the deepest an
guish when he saw the tide of victory turning against him. 
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He rushed into the thickest of the battle; he encouraged his 
men; he fought with desperation; but he fell mortally wounded, 
and the hopes of .the Persians fell with him. His death W88 

the signal for instant flight; and the rout and pursuit once 
commenced, the slaughter became dreadful. The Athenians 
who had just broken the ranks of the Thebans, hearing that 
the barbarians had retreated to the wooden fortifications of 
their camp, permitted their treacherous brethren to escape, 
while they pressed on to assist in destroying the last hope of 
the enemy. The passions of the Greeks were in1Iamed by 
long distr.ess and danger, and now that the day of vengeance 
had arrived, they showed no mercy. Of the 800,000 men 
which had been left with Mardonius, 40,000 horse made good 
their retreat with Artabazus, but of the others, not 8000 es
caped alive from the ruins of the camp. 
TIle ... Sated with slaughter, the conquerors turned their 

per. attention to plunder. The ap~ of the royal 
household were found in the tent of Mardon1us, and moat of 
the domestic slaves had eacaped the ID8.II8II.Cl'8. PaU88Dias, 
after surveying the riches of the ecene, ordered the slaves to 
prepare a supper exactly 88 they had been accustoaed to do 
for Mardonius. His orders were diligently executed; the 
splendid furniture was arranged; the side-boards displayed a 
profusiQll of gold and silver plate; and the table was covered 
with the most exquisite elegance. Pauaanias then directecl 
bis usual Spartan supper to be placed by the side of this sump
tuous entertainment, and summoning the principal Grecian 
officers, "I have desired your company here," he said, "to 
show you the folly of the Persian general. Living luxuriously 
88 you see at home, he came thus far to take from us such a 
miserable pittance as ours." 
DI tiOD The Helots attending upon the LacedemoniaD oez:-t spoil. camp were ordered to collect the spoil. Tents and 
their furniture, collars, bracelets, hilts of cimiters, cups of 
gold, and other utensils of the same precious metal, together 
with horses, camels, slaves, and women, were the principal 
booty. A tenth was first set apart as an offering to the J(Ods. 
The historian says, "from this tenth the golden tripod whicb 
stands upon the three-headed brazen serpent next to the altar 
was dedicated to the god at Delphi." The brazen statue of 
lup~ter, fifteen feet high, at Olympia, and the brazen statue 
of Neptune, at Corinth, were derived from the same IIOU1'C8. 
The Tegeans found a brazeD manser of very curious wor~ 

. 14 
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JJl8llBhip, which they were allowed to place in the temple or 
Minerva, with this inscription, "To that divine Wi8dom which 
directs what human ignorance calls Chance." 
COlllUDlmatioD Meanwhile, Artabazus and his followers pur
of the rietonea. sued their journey with all speed. They passed 
the mOuntains of Thessaly and cl'OSlled the greater part of 
Macedonia without loas. But at the passage of the river Stry
mon, those Greeks who had submitted to the Persians turned 
against them; slew great multitudes; and took prisoners enough 
to enrich themselves greatly by the sums paid for their ran-
8ODl; so that this battle of Strymon had lasting fame, 88 the 
consummation of misfortune and disgrace to Persia, and of 
afety and glory to Greece. 

While the arms of the confederate Greeks were thus won
derfully crowned with success against the immediate invaders 
of their country, the fleet, which had lain an summer inactive 
at Delos, was at len~ excited to enterprise. The comman
ders, Xanthippus and Leotychidae, received secret m8lllleDgers 
from the Ionian colonies, with the intelligence that they were 
ready to revolt, and only waited the appearance oC the Gre
oian galleys off the coast to rise to action. The very neD 
day the whole fleet sailed for Samoa. 

The Phenicians, the beet navigators in Persian pay, seeing 
no prospect oC any Curther business, had requested permission 
to depart before the equinoctial storms, and had by this time 
reached home. The Persians, greatly alarmed at the appear
ance of the Grecians, steered Cor the promontory of Mycale, 
where, dra~ their galleys upon the beach in the Corm of 
a fort, they . a wall of stones around them. It was not 
without surprise that the Grecians found the sea yielded to 
them; and encouraged by such evident siF oC fear, they 
asreed to disembark and attack the PersiaDa m their entrench
ments. They did so; the Ionians turned to the side of their 
countrymen, and neTer was rout more complete, or ruin more 
dreadful. Almost all the Persians were slain. The Greeks 
carried off eTery valuable of easy remonl, then set fire to the 
rest, and the whole Persian fleet was consumed. This took 
place the very day oC the tiattle of Plate&, September 22d, B. 
C. 479. The season was too far advanced for any other 
attempts upon Ionia. The Grecian commanders therefore 
lIailed for the Hellespont to break up the bridges there, but the 
storms raised by the Thracian wind had done .the work for 
Ulem ; the few Penians in the neighborhood fled at their apo 

/-
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proaeb, and tbe Grecian fleet having cleared the Egean of 
every foe, crowded all sail for their own delightful harbors. 

The Persian monarch remained in Sardis to see the · sad 
relics of his forces, that found means to fly from Mycale ; and 
to receive the overwhelming intelligence of the still greater 
loss of his army in Greece. Shortly after, he moved to his 
-distant capital of Susa. 

"Such was the conclusion of the expedition of Xerxes, after 
two campaigns wonderfully glorious to Greece, and both in 
themselves and for their known consequences, perhaps the 
most remarkable and important in the annals of mankind." 
Monu- The usual piety of the Greeks then exerted itself in 
menta. dedications to the gods and honors to the dead. Eighty 
talents of silver were allotted to the little city of Plntea, with 
which a temple was erected to Minerva. Means had hitherto 
been wanting to pay due honors to those who had fallen in the 
extraordinary action under Leonidas, but now the care of their 
obsequies was committed to the Amphictyonic council. Two 
structures of marble were reared on the spot of the engage
ment, with inscriptions which may be thus translated, "Here 
4000 men from Peloponnesus fought 3,000,000," and" Stran
ger, tell the Lacedemonians that here we lie in obedience to 
their laws." 

1. Acropoli8. 
2. Propyle. 
3. Theatre. 
6. Lyceum. 

7. Cyn08arge8. 
. 8. Agora. 

9. Academia. 

, 

10. PhalereulD. 
) 1. Munychia • 
1'Z. Port of PireUL 
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\ Tbe stratlljjelU of The Athenians, in re-taking possession of their 
, Themistoele8. city, found only a small part of the wall stand-

ing, with a few houses which had been reserved for the resi-
dence of the Persian officers. A jealousy which had been ex
cited by the honors shown him at Sparta, and a boastful display 
of his own glory, had shut out Themistocles from any public 
employment in the last campaign; when, however, the re
building of the city came into consideration, he again stepped 
forth upon the political stage, and by his skilful management, 
regained popular favor. 

The Spartans having heard that the Athenians were enclos
ing their city with walls, sent ambassadors to urge them "not 
to go on with their fortifications, but rather, as rar as in them 
lay, to demolish the walls of all the other cities out of the Pe
loponnesus, that the enemy, if he again returned, might have 
no strong place to fix his head-quarters, as recently in Thebes. " 
It was dan~rous to refU86 this modest request, (for Athens 
was in no Sltuation to enter the lists with Sparta;) but to com
ply with it, would be to give up all idea of independence. 
,Themistocles here· showed his skill io intrigue, and with great 
address, relieved his countrymen from their painful embarrass
ment. He told the Spartans, they must be misinformed with 
J'egud to the intentions of the Athenians, and. promised that 
ambassadors should immediately be sent to Lacedemon, to give 
a satisfactory account of their proceedings. Having caused 
himself to be elected one of the envoys, he departed alone, 
leaving directions for his associates to follow him as soon as 
the walls were of sufficient height to give security to a garri
SOD. Having arrived at Sparta he delayed the promised ex
planations from day to day. When the Ephori inquired his 
reasons, he told them he waited for his colleagues, and won
dered they were not arrived. The people, ~eanwhile, sus-

. tained the policy of their leader. The work was prosecuted 
by night and by day; freemen did not scruple to toil among 
slaves; the women and children exerted all their strength in 
waiting upon the workmen, and every kind of material was 
used, in carrying up the walls; even to the remains of build
ings and tombs. Those who had occasion to pass between the 
two countries, continually brought intelligence of the progress 
of the walls, and the king of Egina came express to confer 
upon the subject. Themistocles, nevertheless, constantly as
serted that they were misinformed, and upbraided them for 
believing unfounded reports. "Let men of rank," said he, "be 
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sent to Athens, to inquire into the aff8.ir, and I will remain a 
hostage in your hands too insure the proper conduct of the 
Athenian people." This proposition completely outwitted the 
Spartans. Three persons of eminence were sent to Athens, 
and Themistocles managed to intimate to his countrymen, the 
propriety of detaining them till his own safe return. Not till 
the walls of Athens were advanced to the height that was ne
cessary, did Aristides and his other colleague joinThemistocles 
in Sparta. The author 0{ the plot then threw off the mask, 
and boldly declared that "by the last intelligence received, he 
had the satisfaction to learn that Athens was now sufficiently 
fortified for its security." Whatever the Lacedemonians 
might have felt, upon perceiving the trick put upon them, their. 
steady wisdom showed itself in the suppression of all resent
ment. No reproaches were vented; on the contrary, a civil 
apology was made, and the ambassadors from both states re-
turned home. . 

This important and difficult negotiation, thus successfully 
tenninated, the· ambitious views of Themistocles were more 
fully opened. A~id all her sufferings from the Persian wars, 
Athens, through the superior abilities of her leaders, had been 
gradually assuming a rank far above that which she had fo~ 
merly held in the Grecian states. By her naval Rower, The
mistocles now thought to lead her to empire. l'he greater 
part of citizens were already seamen; it was neeeasary in the 
next place to have a port. For this purpose, he gained the 
co-operation of Aristides and Xanthippus, and soon fortifica
tions more complete than those of Athens, rose round the har
bor Piraeus; which was joined to the city by long walls 
of such height,and thickness as to be capable of sustaining a 
siege for a great length of time. 
Thou~h Themistocles planned and executed these great 

works, 'yet to carry th(\lll on, required such vast sums of money 
that he was forced to disoblige the allies by sailing round the 
islands and extorting money from them. He had likewise the 
misfortune 1:0 offend the people of Athens by recounting the 
many services he had rendered the state, and by erecting a 
temple near his house inscribed "to the goddess of the best 
counsel," intimating that to hio.t his co~ntry owed its pr~nt 
prosperity. At last the A.theruans, thmking he had. nsen 
above the equality which a commonwealth requires, subjected 
him to the ordeal of ostracism, by which he was banished for 
ten years. In the time of his exile, he took up his abode at 

14-
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Argos. He never returned; for cirCumstances entirely be
yond his control, soon put a final ~lose to the schemes he had 
laId for glory of Athona. 
End ofPau- As ihe Persians stm possessed Asia h'liinor, it was 

aaniaa. necessary for the. Greeks to maintain a fleet in the 
lirote<;t the l£5lands. who had l<£5h the-
, in battlli of wo ... 'l sent the 

capacity of commander-in-chief of the confederates, to the 
inland o£' Cypru", which frec'll !'oom rear Persi" with 

Cimon~i;,~ o~~~iti;wes, we;:;:1~~~;l~~~: ~~e~~a~ ~:~~ 
~n, and far more popular than t~~ imperious PausanillS; F,~m 
choprus sacince to HeHo,£5pont ocld Pmpontis, 0 he 
city of Byzantium· was then as now, an important place. It 
was the depository of Persian arms, the key of Europe, and 

resi<loHce oh many di'ltlngui,hwh indioiduals, After long 
OZf'ge it c£5as takim and several persons of royal blood made 

~:::r:~y ~h~J~~~~':d~~~e:!t ~~~t:ain of ~~~=~':d 
in most ottractloo form; the of own glory 

blinded him to tile dangers which beset the path of the ambi-

tio~~ Y-:~~te lhuCCgh;ml 'inee oX'~~~:ior:J~:,~:: ~;~~~=~ 
life, filled him with repining. He saw h~ kinsman, the ban
~hed ~em~tus, living in ease ~d splendor, molioa sonnccnign 
1[oan WffOa kino Spalffn f ano ice beffo,c to c':-"oc the xfine
ments of dress; the luxuries- of the table and the bath; and 
the arbitrary power of a despot for himself. As a preliminary 
.£lop he hormittc'll his p,iffmers c-scapcc, nnd deshfflched 

whY:tpa~=~:e ~~~~S!j~~O;!e~!ao:,s::e~ 
place nU Grnn,1[o U0-:1'l, the ck'minino of if YCff'Xes 

xould him in with lhose mTc:-an-
ta~ rank and fortune essential. to ,1I11Ch lofty alliance. 
HIS proh-osaJ. Wan cery fooorablh cceceInn,£5, Nn 1[f,:-neCC he 
lcc,rn thit fact, thccn his arrom,nce bX'nt all lx,onds • 
.As if already son-in-law of the great king, he assumed the airs 
~~ manners of a Persian. SatraP' He never spoke tn the 
cxcers the but eOIth nharpnuf,f and Cf.nh8r; he 
inYicted punishment upon the soldiers in the moSt arbitrary 
manner. The sea captains and land officers of the Greeks, 

COIII"---a,Cnoplf., 
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con~.mg his <'~?I2du,:;t with the steady justice of Aristidee, 
qoitted "the Spartan banners and ranged, themselve%k", undee 
thce"" Ok the "hthenlans, Teese bemg at hpari.G, 
Pausanias w~ reco.l~ed and tried upt;m several charges. He 
wee dept?sed lrom 3:us uummif2nd, "ut JZ>lned the amny a 
unteer, ~t, b~in~ near Asia Minor,. he might comm~nic,ate 
mUife elifully mlth the hmg. When h2c planu weue nenifly r2pu, 
he returned to Sparta and began to tamper with the HelQUI, 
P2liftilisinl? thnm lihertp in thif1 inifurre2,2zIon mm,nt ralSle. 
A boy wno~ Pausanias had brou~ht .up, was sent !ith 0. letter 
to the Pers?an £l%k,sral>, Remeg:;i:;erHH? thnt no Aormuu mnlif 
Beuger had ever ret~rned, he opened the letter and read, 
besides the harticulars of tho trer='!nn, orhur to out OOtEl
el> to dno2th.' Alnnned 22t hil> danger, he carried it' immediately 
to the Ephori. Still the evidence was thought insl>fficieoz. 
Tho b:;22h dil>ected to po a ifuppHcnt thu temple 
0\ Nep~une; w~ile ~e Ephori,hid th.e~lves ~ a plac.e 
Weore they ,x1ul,o Oven22ean all Inat knignt be eSlid bHn .. 
Pausanias, as had been anticipated, repaired to the spot and 
J:l>22tni%ktel tho bo>l great rew22rds he woulP not hettnn hj;g. 
l'he magistrat~ having thus he,ard ,th~ particulars from his 
02?l%l lW>lUth:; wen?) abons to 72pprnheD2! kum, Elhe22:; he BOOIl¥2ih, 
and took refuge in the temple of Minerva. As it would have 
b'!~n 2"nerilnhe k him Prom the the 22I1tl122222e ,eas 
hlocknh up With stones and he was left to perish of cold and 
hunger,· 
End of Tile- Aftee the death of l'aUSii.Uias, the hpartans pre-
miIIoe~es. tended that ~h?y had foun? papers whi?hf~llh proged 

'hheIDXifIoclifif han lPeen a pe:;ifZlClp'2tOr hH lPrlIDlPll; ll:;nd 
orders were in consequence sent to bring him to trial before 

A mphinthons, TblPmi,tocb, heard. of his in thne 
to escape to Corcyra, but finding the people there ~nable to 
llbelt&u him, he emSSif1d. OVll to 'd.e OppOSiLl COUllt or Epieus. 
Admetus, king of Molossus, had been his enemy, but determin
bp thrlw himself' up22n g:;TnerGGity, l 'hemistoclGs 
entered his palace in his absence, and being instructed by the 
piZeeSl mort soluznn ±htm nf supplication, took the young 
prince in his arms and kneeled doWn before the household 

~ m;l'~ ih~ diHr!::l:d::':kdtOh!:~p~:fm~it f~:t::i 
an esc.ort with him across the mounl'lins to Pydna, where the 
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fugitive embarked, in disguise, on a: merchant ship bound (or 
Asia. He was lnnded in saCety at Ephesus. But 'here also 
the most dreadful dangers awaited him. The Grecian offi· 
cers of justice were in pursuit of him, and the king of Persia 
had offered two hundred talents for his apprehension. He lay 
concealed in the house of a friend some days, and was then 
sent off in a close carriage to Susa; his attendants being 
instructed to tell those they met, that they were carrying a 
lady from Ionia to a nobleman at court. Having with some 
difficulty obtained an audience with Artaxerxes LongimanUl, 
he prostrated himself before the throne, and on the interpreter's 
inquiring who he was, replied, "The man who is now come to 
address himself to you, 0 king, is T/aemiatoclea, the Atlae1liml, 
an exile, persecuted by the Greeks. If you save me, you 
save your suppliant; if you destroy me, you destroy the 
enemy of Greece." Artaxerxes received him with tbe great. 
est joy, assured him of his protection, and prayed to Arimanius 
that his enemies might always be eo infatuated as to banish 
their ablest men; nay, so great a treasure did he consider his 
distinguished guest, that he exclaimed three times in his sleep, 
"I have got Themistocles, the Athenian." The honors that 
w.ere paid the exile were far superior to those that other stJ'aDo 
gers received. The king took him out to hunt, admitted him 
familinrly to the palace, introduced him to his mother, and 
p~rmitted him to be instructed in the doctrines of tbe m~ 
He gave him three cities in Asia Minor for his support, and 
paid to him the ttDo hundred talenU offered for his head. But 
when Athens assisted Egypt to revoh, and Cimon rode trium
phant over the seas, the king of Persia called upon Them. 
tocles to perform the many promises he had made, and BS$ist 

in humbling the power of Greece. Whether his noble heart 
broke in the conflict between love for his country and 81'11fi· 
tude to his royal benefactor; or whether, despairing of being 
able to effect his purpose, he put an end to his life by poison, 
cannot now be determined. It is certain, however, that he 
never bore arms against his beloved Athens; but dying' in a 
foreign land, gave orders that his bones should be secretly 

-conveyed to Attica; and long after, a tomb within the harbor 
of Pirmus, on the sea side, was pointed out as the humble 
grave of the illustrious Themistocles. 

Trace the coune of Themi8toclea fiom his reaidence in Algoa 10 !hi 
.atbem more ortbe p~ where he died. 
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End of Aristides, meantime, continued to deserve and re-
Aristides. ceive the favor of his country and her dependants. 
He settled the articles of alliance between Athens and the 
other states; he apportioned the sum to be paid yearly for the 
current expenses of the commonwealth; he took charge of 
the public treasury; and in all these offices, acquitted himself 
~ith such integrity and justice, that envy itself could find 
nothing against him. While Cimon and X1LDthippus were 
busy in procuring the banishment of Themistocles, Aristides 
alone, did nothing against him; for as he had never envied 
his rival's prosperity, he did not now rejoice in his misfortunes. 
Weare not acquainted with the time and manner of his 
death, but his monument was erected at the public expense; 
and he left his family so poor that his daughters were por
tioned from the city treasury. x 

Cimon. When Artaxerxes, by the death of his father, suc
ceeded to the Persian throne, he was so much engaged in 
settling affairs at home, that he had little leisure for carrying on 
the war with Greece. However, to preseTVe the Ionian colo
nies, he ordered a numerous fleet to move round the river 
Eurymedon, and sent out a land army to act in conjunction, 

uPOMn its banksh'l ·C. f Miltiad d h' d" . eanw 1 e, Imon, son 0 es, un er t e JU lClOUS 

management of Aristides, had become one of the leading men 
in the Athenian state. The treason of Pausanias, and the ba
nishment of Themistocles, had made him the commander-in
ehlef of the Grecian fleet, which was anchored at Cnidus. As 
soon as intelligence of the movements in Pamphylia were 
conveyed to him, he embarked IIOme of his best troops; and 
sailed for the mouth of the river. The Persians, counting 
upon their superior numbers, advanced boldly to meet him. 
A fierce engagement ensued, in which the Persians were de
feated; many of their ships were sunk, and about three hun
dred fell into the hands of the victors. The number of pris
oners amounted to 20,000; and this circumstance, together 
with the brief duration of the contest, suggested to the active 
mind of Cimon, a stratagem, which made the victory com
plete. Having dressed his best soldiers in the robes of the 
captives, he embarked with them in the Persian galleys, and 
sailed up the Eurymedon, to the place where the land army 
awaited the arrival of their friends. The unsuspecting Per
sians hailed their return, and went out to meet them with every 

. demonstration of joy. They were fatally undeceived when 
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their supposed brethren, brandishing the Grecian spear ~d 
battle-axe, fell upon them with resistless fury. Unarmed and' 
aurprised, they made but a feeble resistance. A few of them 
escaped in the darkness, but mOst of them were taken prison
ers; so tharCimon acquired the singular glory of gaining two 
victories, and ereCting two trophies, in one day. By this great 
success, the Persian power was so broken, that offensive ope
rations were totally intermitted; and it became the boast of 
the Greeks, that no armed ship of Persia was to be seen west 
of the coast of Pamphylia; and that no Persian troops dared 
show themselves within a day's journey of the Grecian seas. 

Find the places mentioned in this chapter, on Map No.2. 

Atken. The plunder of the camp amounted to an immense 
beautilled. sum, one tenth of which was devoted to Apollo. A 
large portion fell to the share of Cimon. This money he em
ployed in beautifying Athens. In his youth, he had affected a 
roughness of manners, and a contempt for the refinement of 
life; but in his riper years, he became a model of politeness. 
He patronised every liberal art, and studied to procure elegant, 
as well as useful gratifications for the people. By his munifi
cence were raised those lofty porticos, under whose magnifi
cent shelter, the Athenians delighted to assemble and pass their 
time in conversation. In a wood, before rude and without 
water, he formed commodious and elegant walks, whose sides 
were adomed with running fountains; and this became the 
widely celebrated grove of Academia.· He planted the agorat 
of Athens with the ariental plane; and ages after, these beau
tiful trees sheltered the buyers and sellers who came thither to 
grow rich by traffic. Not satisfied with these public benefac
tions, he threw down the· fences of his 0tDn gardens and or
chards, that all might eat freely of the' fruit; a table was 
spread at his house for the poorer citizens; and every day he 
invited from ~he agora, BOrne indigent persons to a sumptuous 
repast. He was commonly attended by a large retinue, hand- . 
somely clothed; and if he met an elderly citizen, ill clad, he 
directed- .one of his followers to change cloaks with him. He 
was equally attentive to lending and giving money; and such 
was the estimation in which he was held, that he was consid
ered as brave as Miltiades, as wiRe as Themistocles, and second 
to none but Aristides, in justice. 

'" See map Df A&ben .. JIIIIIl151. t Market pilUle. 
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The Lacedemonians had looked on with envi. The earthquake, 
and itleolllle- ous eyes, while Athens, under these'able states. 

quencee. men and skilful generals, was acquiring riches 
and dominion; but just as they were upon the point of adopt
ing measures to humble her pride, their attention was recalled 
to personal affairs. 

469. One day, while the sons of the principal families were 
exercising in the gymnasium, a terrible earthquake laid waste 
all Laconia. The building in which the youth were assem
bled fell, burying them in its ruins; the shocks were repeat
ed ; multitudes were crushed by the falling houses; the earth 
opened in several places; vast fragments tumbled down the 
sides of Mt. Taygetus; and, in the end, only five houses were 
left standing in Sparta. The Helots in the fields suffered less 
than the citizens; and witnessing the terror and confusion of 
their masters, rapidly assembled, to complete the work of de
struction, and regain their liberty. Archidamus, the king, 
perceiving the imminent danger of Sparta, ordered the trum
pets to sound to arms, upon which the flying multitudes in
stinctively rallied around their respective standards. The He
lots, awed by the appearance of a regular army, dispersed 
around the country, and incited their brethren to revolt. The 
greater part of these miserable men were descendants of those 
Messenians who had fought so bravely for liberty ages before. 
They remembered the heroism of their ancestors; they recall
ed the exploits of Aristomenes; and, determined to strike once 
more for freedom, they seized and fortified Ithome, the spot 
rendered sacred by the blood of their fathers. They outnum
bered the Spartans by many thousands, and they had become 
so familiar with the !lrt of war, in attending upon their mas
ters, that their revolt seemed more formidable to Sparta, than 
the hosts of Persia. 

Nor was this the worst feature in this distressing calamity. 
The Lacedemonians were completely helpless in any kind of 
business. Deprived of their slaves, they were in danger of 
starving; agriculture stopped; the mechanic arts ceased. 
The Spartans were thus reduced to the mortifying necessity of 
applying to the allies for succor. There was found in Athens 
a strong disposition to refuse the required aid; but Cimon, who 
had always been a favorite with the aristocratic powers of 
Greece, silenced all opposition; and a considerable body of 
forces under his command marched into the Peloponnesus. 
This measure, though intended to keep the peace between the 
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rival states, had a contrary effect. It was in the leisure aDd 
inactivity of the siege of Ithl'lme, that those heart burnings 
arose, which first occasioned an avowed aversion between the 
Lacedemonians and Athenians, and led, not immediately, but 
consequently, to the fatal Peloponnesian war. Here Athenian 
vanity had full opportunity for display, and Spartan pride full 
leisure to take offence. The Spartans remembered that these 
Athenians were Ionians, whom the Dorians considered an alien 
race ; suspicion arose that they might join the enemy, and 
upon some trifling pretext, they were civilly dismissed. 

The Athenians returned home so exasperated by the treat
ment they had received, that a decree wns immediately passed, 
renouncing the confedel'llcy of Lacedemon. Cimon's popu· 
larity had been for some time on the decline; not that he was 
less brave, or less generous, than formerly; but that the Ale
maonida were again struggling for power, and that the pre
sent commotion offered a favorable opportunity to crush him. 
He had always professed himself an admirer of the Spartan 
institutions; and now, insulted ns he had been, did not join in 
the hue and cry against Lacedemon. All these circUDlbtances 
were cited against him; and when the public mind wns suffi
ciently aroused, the ostracism wns called for, and he was 
banished. 

Xanthippus, who 
conducted the accusa
tion against Miltiades, 
wns married to Aga-

Hippocrates. Clisthenes. riste, niece of that 
Clisthenes who gained 

Agariste_ Xanthippus so much favor by r&-
building the temple at 
Delphi, and procuring 

Pericles. the banishment of the 
Alcibiades. . Pisistratidre. Their 

son, Pericles,wasnow 
the head of the Alcmreonidre, and the rival of Cimon. He 
had been the pupil of Anaxagoras, and attracted public notice 
soon after the banishment of Themistocles. He had an agree
able person- and popular manners ; and in the art of speak· 
ing, so far surpnssed other orators, that he received the sur· 

• His hend was 80 disproportionately long, that he WOI Ityled the "Onion' 
headed," from ita similarity to the sea-onion. 
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naIne of OlympiUII; for they said that in hie harangues, he 
thundered and lightened. As he had never been an archon, he 
could not sit in the court of Areopagus; he therefore entered 
into a scheme with the leadin~ men to contract the powers of 
this august court; a measure which gratified the people, and 
added not a little to his popularity. Still farther to strengthen 
his power, he provided the most elegant amusements for the 
multitude; the dramas of Eachylus, Sophocles, and Euripidee, 
and the satires of the comic poets, were exhibited in th. mag
nificent theatres; the religious festivals were celebrated with 
Dew splendor; and every thing was done to keep the people 
pleased with the change of administration. 

But to maintain these increased expenses, new auppli. 
were necessary. The common treasury, located at the sacred 
island of Delos, for the aupport of the navy, was moved &0 
AtheDS, and tho 81111M81Dent which Ariatides Dad apportioned to 
the allies, was converted into a direct and bIIrdeDllODle taz. To 
obviate the unpleasant feelings which these meaBllreB were 
calculated to excite, the people were employed in the fleet 
which watched the' Persian and Phenician navies. \., 
DillUten In the confusion which followed the death 'of Xerxes, 
Ia EcJp&. Inarua aroosed the greater part of Egypt to rebel
lion. Finding ia the war that followed, the n~ty of 
enga~ a maritime power in his intereet, Inarus sent propo
-.Is of allionce to Athens. Pericles hoped that in this expe
dition a revenue of wealth and fame would accrue to his 
Dative city, equal to that gained by Cimon on the coast of 
Asia. Minor; and the alliance with Inarus was. accordingly 
fOrDIed. The Beet sailed from Cyprus to Egypt, where Gre
cian valor and Grecillll dilJcipline at first oYerbore all oppo
sition; but a tum in the ti~e of Athenian fortunes was at 
hand. Megabysus, an able Persian general, aucceeded in 
shutting up his foes on an island in the Nile, where he cut otT 
their supplies, and reduced them to the brink of destructioL 
lnaros was betrayed to the Persians, and most of the Greeb 
perished. The few that remained were carried prisoners to 
Persia.' Nor was this all. Fifty trireme galleys going to 
Egypt entered the mouth of the Nile, ignorant of what had 
happened. The Phenician fleet attacked them in the river, 
while the Persian army assisted from the shore; a few ships 
forced their way to sea, and escaped; but the greater part 
were destroyed or taken. Such was the conclusion of the 
Athenian enterprise against Egypt, after it had been carried 
on six years. 15 
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Meanwhile, the Athenians had not been idle at home. =' They had taken part with Megara against Corinth, 
ft'iend8. subdued Egina, which Pericles styled" the eYCHOre or 
the Pineus," and made several campaigns inBeotia. The Spar
tans, having carried on the siege of Ithorne ten years, finally 
sranted the rebels liberty to depart unharmed, with their 
wives and children, goods and chattels. The Athenian fleet 
took them on board, sailed with them into the Corinthian gulf, 
and ~ed them in NaupactuB, a maritime town of LoCris. 
There, retaking the name of Messenians, they formed them
selves into a fre~ republic, and were once more numbered 
among the Grecian people. All parties were now tired of a 
war in which they gained nothing, and lost much. The Athe
nians especially, f8l\J'ing the united vengeance of Sparta and 
Corinth, were particularly desirowt of peace; and Pericles, 88 
a preparatory step, exerted himself to procure the recall or 
Cimon. This banished noble 'Was at that time living on his 
lordship in Chersonesus; but he did not refuse the call of . his 
factious countrymen. Through his induence, a truce was 
obtained for five years, which time was actively employed by 
Pericles in completing the long fDtlll begun by Themistocles. 
• .ti t But such had become the state of things at 
...:r~~~ home, that even Clmon concurred ill the ~ 

imoD, HI. pose of turning the spirit of enterprile once more 
toward foreign conquest, in the hope of IlCattering the elements 
of faction, which were already brooding war in Greece. A 
fleet of two hundred galleys was equipped for an m!3edition 
against Cyprus, of which Cimon took the com He 
Jl88ched the place of hie destination in safety, but received a 
wound in the siege of Citium, of which he died. His spirit 
seemed still to hover over the ~eet; for the galleys which 
were conveying his remains to Attica, encountered the Phe
nician deet, alid gained a great victory. His bones were 
interred in Attica, and a magnificent monument erected to his 
memory. 

True Clmob tom Ithome to Athena, to CherMmele, to Athen., to cypru 
ad beek to hia burial place.-

- Herodo&ua W8I hom at Balieamuaaa, In Aaia Minor, B.C. 4M. He WIllI 
fIImo1l8 u a traveler, but B&ill1llDr8 u a bi8&oriaD. Be visited ~ and 
the prlnci1l8l cities of Alia and Europe. Be examined wi&h a cnucill eye 
_, of &6e plae811 where &he great eveulII which he recorda, &ran8pir8d. 
His hinory embncea !i period of aizty-eight y8llft, con"",i" .. lID aecount 
of &hat in&e~ pe!'!ocl.~ed b &he PeniaD iiiV.., ad &he 
=~ of Cilium. He died iii Italy. w~&her he weDe with a Grecian 
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After the death ot' Cimon, the nobility, perceiving that Peri
cles possessed far too great authority, set up Thucydidese as 
his opponent; and such was the effect of the eloquence of 
these two rival statesmen, that the city was quite broken in 
two, one part being called the nobility, the other the people. 
Pericles addressed himself particularly to please the people, 
and his success was so great that Thucydides said, "When I 
wrestle with Pericles, if I throw him ever so decidedly, he can 
pel\!lUade the spectators that he threw me." Pericles also 
gained a decree for sending out sixty galleys every year, 
manned with citizens, who not only improved themselves in 
maritime skill, but were paid for their time; and when ther 
returned, he contrived all kinds of shows, games, plays, and 
processions to amuse them. In addition to this, carpenters, 
masons, brasiers, goldsmiths, painters, turners, and artificers 
of every kind were employed upon those splendid buildinge, 
which were erected by his recommendation. 

The Odeum, designed for musical performances and the 
rehearsal of new tragedies, was built almost entirely of the 
masts of Persian vessels, and was so constructed as to imi. 
late the form af Xerxes' tent. The Parthenon, or temple 
of Minerva, situated on the summit of the Acropolis, in beauty 
and grandeur surpBllled all other buildings of the kind. In 
this edifice was the statue of the goddess sculptured in ivory. 
It was thirty.nine feet high, and forty talents of gold were 
employed i~ ornamenting it. The orators of Thucydides' 
party raised a clamor against Perieles, insisting that he had 
brought the greatest disgrace upon Athens, by removing the 
public treasures from Delos, and taking them into his own 
custody. The works. were notwithstanding carried steadily 
forward, and finished in an incredibly short time, with an 

* Thucydides W88 descended ia the female line, from ~mdade.. He wu 
born in Attica, B. C. 471. The first circumstance related by M. ~phere 
is an account of hi. attending the Olympic gamea with his I&ther whea 
about fifteen ye8l'll of age. Herodotus at that time recited his history, and 
the young '1'hucydide. wae 80 much aft"ected with the work and the ap
plaua8 it rer.eiv8d, that he sbed tears. On obaervilll chi., Herodotus ex· 
claimed 10 his father, .. Your aon bums with ardor for learning." Of his 
early manhood we have no account, but be doubtle. eerved the _11ime 
in tlie militia; fur after the death of Cimon, he was aet up as the opponent of 
Pericles. In hiB 47th year he W88 apPOinted to the command of the A;the
Dian lIeet oft" the coast of Thrace, but bemg too late by half a day to relieve 
AmpbipoJia, then beliie~d by the Spanan., he was bariiahed. He continutMI 
In exile twenty years, dnriDIL which he wrote the history of the Pelopgll
neaian war in eight books •. He returned to his native atole the year after 
Athena W88 taken by Lyaander, and died 1.here. 
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elegance combining the freshness of youth and the sublimity 
of antiquity, 
Grand-motber 445. Ambition, pride and jealousy, had strown 

Corintil, mo~r Greece with combustible materials; and from a 
Coreyra and ht- '" tal k h' h k'ndled" 'h tie EpidamnUL ,a spar, w lC I a name In t e comer 
of the country, the blaze spread finally over the whole; inso
much that the remainder of its history is but a tale of domestic 
ealamity aBli suffering. 

In very early times, the republie of Corinth established a 
00I08y upon the island of Corcyra. The colony flourisbed 
exceedingly; her people were rich and powerful, and her 
fleet ranked next to that of Athen& She also sent out colo
nies, one of which settled in Epidamnul. Epidamnus, like
wise increased in goods and pride, and threw off all allegiance 
to the parent state. The barbarious tribes in the neighbor
llood of Epidamnus, not long after, invaded her territories, and 
reduced her to the brink of destruction. In this state of dis
tress, she applied to Corcyra for help; but the Blother, think
in~ the present troubles only a salutary correctioB of hel' 
child, turned a deaf ear to her petitions. The EpidamnilUl8 
then turned their eyes to grand-mother Corinth, and being en
~ by the oracle, despatched a solemn embassy thither, 
acknowledging that city as their metropolis, and imploriag as
aistance. The Corinthians readily listened to the appeal, and, 
sending out a fleet took military possession of the colony. 
Corcpa bad thus her mother enraged on ODe silie, and her 
daughter incensed on the other; she, however, lIIetermined to 
carry out her intentions, and steadfaetly resist aU interference 
in her BOvemment. The Corinthians, alarmei by the prepa
:ratiOll8 Corcyra was making for war, called· on the allies for 

_ . aid; and Corcyra. taking alarm also at the number of confe
de:rates who responded to the call, sent to make alliance with 
Athen& This was a delicate point for. the AtlJeaians to de
cide. If they assisted Corcyra, they in effect declared war 
against Corinth; if on the contrary, they permitted her to be 
overcome, the Pelopollnesians would be strensthened by the 
fall of the greatest naval power of Greece. After much hee
itati<m, they dispatched a fleet of thirty galleys to defend the 
Corcyreans. The war was, however, productive of little 
gain or glory to either side, and might have passed unnoticed, 
but for its political effect, in leaving upon the mind of Corinth 
such a sense of the supremacy of Athens, as led her to enlist 
on the side of Sparta in the Peloponnesian WIU". 
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rrhe ostracism being called for about this time, Thucyd1d811 
was banished, and thus Pericles became sole master of Athena 
and all its dependencies. The revenue, the army, the navy, 
the friendship of kings, and the alliance of princes, were all 
at his command. But, though possessed of such unlimited 
power, he kept the public good in his eye, and pursued the 
straight path of honor. According to the representation ofThu
cydides, his rival, he was a man of popularity and unblemished 
reputation;. money could not bribe him, and he was so much 
above the desire of it, that though entrusted with so many of
fices, he added not one drachma to his personal estate. 
Sie..: of Potidllla, a Corinthian colony on the coast of Mace
Potidlea. donia, had been brought under the dominion of Athena. 
In this time of commotion, the Potidlilans received a body of 
troops from Corinth, and declared themselves free! The 
Athenians immediately ordered their fleet around that way, 
and blocked up Potidma 'by sea and land. The Corinthians, 
therefore, sent deputies to Sparta; to complain that in so doing, 
they had broken the truce, t and the Spartans readily invoked 
a general nssembly of the states, to listen to complaints agaiDst 
Athens. 
Tbe con- When the deputies had arrived, proclamation waa 
ference. made, giving permission for those to speak, who had 

any thing to advance. The Eginetana first occupied the at
tention or the meeting, with a complaint of the destruction ot 
their fleet by Pericles, and of the dependency in which they 
were held; and the Megarensians urged, that, contmry to the 
existing treaty, they were prohibited all intercourse with At
tica. The Corinthians then opened their grievances in the 
following form: "Often have we warned you, 0 Lacedemo-

• He wu, it is true, greetly inlluenced ilT the eom1ezan AIpuia; bat she 
owed her power to her great abilities, rather than to her peraooal ebanu. 
At a time when the edncation of Grecian females walliUle luperior to thac 
of .Iaves, when their mindl were uninformed. and their maIlI1ers uopoliBhed, 
~ tlae Milesiau, appeared in AthelHl. She was endowed with -
plishmenla rare, e'V8n among men; and by the combined aUract!ODI of he, 
beauty, manners, and conversation, completely won the li1I"ection and es
teem of Pericles, 80 that he jlot away his Wile, and bound himaelf to her by 
the moat in&imate relation which the laws permitted him to contract with a 
fOreign woman. Nor was he alone llIJ!8ible of her eharmB. . Her private 
circles were frequented by the mOlt enlightened and eceompllshed men of 
the state, who oi\en brought their wives to be inauueted!'y her co~.raa1ion. 
Soerat .. a eaid he learned eloquence of her; and Plato did not h881tate to as
Aft, that the ~D!leral oration prono~ced by Pe~cle".!!De .of the IIIOIIt elo
quent compomtoDi Htant, was wntten by the lifted l\Iil8lUlD.. 

t A trace ibr Ibirty years, had been concluded betweeJl Span. aDd A\beDI. 
10· 
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Ilians, of the wronS- which tbe Athenians were preparing for 
us; but not till we had already suffered, and hostilities were 
commenced, would you summon this assembly of our cooe.. 
eracy, in which we have, perhaps, more cause than others 18 
come forward, injured as we have been, by the Athenians, and 
neglected by you. Not that we alone are interested; all 
Greece is concerned; many states being already reduced to 
subjection, and others notoriously threatened. Corcyra, capa
ble of furnishing a fleet superior to that of any republic in 
our confederacy, is already taken from us, and Potidma, our 
most important post for carrying on commeroo in Thrace, i .. t 
thiB time besieged. These injuries are in a great measure to 
be imputed to you. After the Persian war, you permitted the 
Athenians to fortify their city; then to build their long walls ; 
and still you have continued to look on, (though boasting to be 
vindicators of the freedom of Greece,) while they lume tU
privei. of freedom, not only their own, but our confederates. 
Is this a time to inquire whether we have been injured" No; 
rather, how we shalll'epel the injury. The Persians, we 
knew, came from the farthest parts of the earth, before yOll 
l1ad made any adequate preparations for defence; and now, 
you are equally remiss against the Athenians, in your oWll 
neighborhood. Let this, then, be the term of your dilato
riness ; give at length that assistance to your allies which yOll 
owe them, and relieve the Potidmans. This can be done only 
by an invasion of Attica. Cossult then your own intereBt, 
and do DOt diminish tbat supremacy ill Peloponnesus, which 
your fathers transmitted to YOlL" 

The Corinthians ceased ; and whell all ethers Ilad expressed 
tIleir opinions, they were requested to withdraw, that the SJlIU'" 
tans, who claimed the dignified station of sovereign arbiters, 
might decide upon the question. W ABo was resolved UPOB; 

IM.tt to. gaill moe, al'ld sow the seeds of diseension in Athens, an 
embassy was sent thither, requiring that all e3:ecrable. persons 
shoul~ be banished, lest some general calamity should fall 
upon Greece. 
TIJe em- The ambassadors were received at Athens, and dis. 
baal.,.. charged their commission with all due gravity; but 
Pericles, against whom this blow was aimed, as a descendant 
of that Megaeles who murdered the followers of Cylon, recol. 
lected that the principal families of Sparta had also been guilty 

• 'noM gail&y of I8CriIege. 
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at NCrilege, in the case of Pausanias, and in the murder of 
some Helots who had been dragged from the sanctuary of N epo
tune. The great earthquake had been attributed to this laat 
act of impiety. Pericles, therefore, proposed that the Lace. 
demonians should set the first example of regard for the wel
fare of Greece, by banishing their own sacrilegious citizens. 
With this answer, the deputies departed. 

A second embassy arrived soon after, with very different in
structions. These envoys urged that the siege of Potidma ought 
to be raised, Egina restored to independence, and the decree 
against Megara revoked. The two first propositioDB were 
searcely noticed; upon the third, the Athenians condescended 
to explain, that the Megarensians had been guilty of plowing 
up a spot of ground consecrated to the Eleusinian goddess, 
and of receiving runaway Athenian slaves. With this an
swer, the second embassy returned to Sparta; and soon after, 
came a third, men of eminence and infiuence, who said 
nothing of sacrilege, Potidrea, Egina or Megara, but simply 
put forward the modest requisition, "That all the Grecian 
states held in. subjection by Athens, should be restored to inde
pendency." An assembly was convened to determine on a final 
answer. Many spoke in favor of peace on these conditions, 
and many urged the necessity of war. Finally, Pericles as
cended the bema. He showed that what the Lacedemonians 
wished, was not the independence of Megara or Egirm, but 
the submission of Athens; that they were determined to assert 
their own supremacy; and if one pop were granted, another 
would immediately be put forward, till Athens must finally 
jight, or be shorn of all her glory, allies and dependencies. 
He drew a lively picture of the progress and results of the , 
coming war, and cl~ by recommending a compliance with 
the demands of Sparta, as soon as she woulc;l herself set the eJ;
ample, by giving liberty to her allies. This answer was con
veyed to the ambassadors nearly in the words of Pericles ; 
and all hopes of peace being thus destroyed, both sides began 
vigorously to prepare for war. 

B. C. 431. The Peloponneaian War. 

The spark which had fallen in Corcyra, and been kin· 
. dIed into a flame in Potidma, now blazed forth in Beotia. The 
Thebans had longed to subject the little city of Platea, but 
feared the power of Athens, who protected it. As soon, there
fore, as war was considered certain, they seized upon this 
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place, and succeeded at fint in getting poaseesion of it. " At 
this time," aays Thucydides, (who, baving expiated hiserime 
of being a great man by ten years' banishment, bad returned 
to the fleet,). "Greece abounded with youth, wbo, filled with 
admiration for the wonders wrought by their fathers in the 
Persian wars, were anxious to win for -tbemsel yes a place in 
tbe recorda of fame." Oracular responses were also re
ported; many prodigies were seen; an earthquake shook the 
sacred island of Delos; and Greece abounded with portents, 
which each party interpretedfor themselves and agaift8t their 
enemies. 

The two confederacies, now upon tbe point of engaging in 
long and deadly strife, were very differently composed; but 
the forces of Greece were very equally divided';between them. 
Sparta bad for allies 4,- 5,6,7,8, 12, 13, 14;'16, 17, and a 
part of 2 and 10; 20 had been destroyed, and 18 remained 
neuter. Atbens had 3, 1, a part of 10, and the little settlement 
of Naupactus; but moat of the islands in the Ionian sea had 
been brought into ber interest by Corcyra; ber fleet com. 
manded the Egean, and brought efficient aid from tbe colonies 
of Asia Minor. Athens WDB the bead of the Ionic race; 
Sparta of the Doric. Athens was regarded as a democracy, 
and the advocate of the rigbts of the people; Sparta, as an 
aristocracy, and a defender of the privileges claimed by the 
nobility. Atbens demanded, tribute from her allies, while 
Sparta was contented 'with npremacy alone. In every island, 
therefore, which owned dle dominion of Athen8, a strong party 
was found favorable to the success of Sparta. 
Firat invuion ' Arcbidamus, the good old Spartan king, the 

of Attica. friend of Pericles, was made commander-in-ehief 
of the Peloponnesian forces. They marched 60,000 strong 
up toward the Corinthian isthmus; but as their leader was 
opposed to the war and tried every measure to intimidate the 
Athenians before taking any decisive step; we will employ 
that interval in inquiring what preparations were making to 
receive the invaders. 

Pericles, foreseeing from the beginning the consequences 
of his course, had not been remiss in providing for them. 
Knowing the superior force of the Spartans by land, he per
suaded the Athenians not to venture a battle; but to lay waste 
their fields and retire into their city, depending upon their 

• Le, &be JlupilllNDe die .. au .. the lIIap. 
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Heet for supplies. He told them that for these, there were 
abundant resources in the commonwealth. The annual tri
bute amounted to t600,000: there were in the treasury 160,-
000,000, and the uncoined gold and silver which might be 
employed, was not less than 8500,000 more. There was besides 
one ton's weight of pure gold upon the statue of Minerva, which 
could be taken off without injury, and replaced when deemed 
expedient. Sheltered by the walls of their city, they would 
be able to look on in" security, while the Peloponnesians ra11-
aged their country; and embarking on board their fleet, they 
might take ample vengeance by ra11aging the coaat oj the 
Pelopcmfle8fU. 

But though these representations encouraged the people to 
trust for the final result, yet they were far from being con
tented. It was very inconvenient for the free denizens oC the 
mountainous regions to be cooped up in a space where no one 
could move without intruding upon his neighbor; the inhabi
tants of the plains were not pleased with the prospect oC seeing 
the elegant houses they had built, burned to the ground; and 
~e gardens and vineyards they had planted, laid waste by the 
hand of the destroyer. They lingered wistfully about their 
homes, and it was not till the confederates had actually laid 
siege to a frontier town, that they sought refuge wiLhin the 
city. Archidamus reached Attica with his army just as the 
corn began to ripen, and laying waste the whole country in 
his path, used every effort to provoke his enemies to battle. 
Pericles, notwithstanding, remained firm; he would call no 
aaaembly of the people; nor would he quit the city when the 
fleet went to ravage the Peloponnesus, lest BOme misfortune, 
aho!lld happen in his absence. However, when the enemy 
retired, he led out all the citizens to plunder Megara; and 
having, by the fleet, expelled the Eginetans from their island, 
he eettled an Athenian colony there. 
The I'Imerai W hen winter set in, and hostilities were suspend
CeremOiiiee. ad, Pericles employed his fertile genius in devising 
~ to animate the people, and to convert even their calam
Ities into an occasion oC triumph. The funeral rites oC those 
who had fallen in defence of their country, were publicly sol
emnized. Three days before the burial, the bones oC the 
bodies previously burned, were collected and laid in state 
under an ample awning. There, their relatives visited them, 
and strewed them with evergreens and spices, as affection or 
lUp&lstition dictated. On the appointed day, the bones were 
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laid in ten chests of cypress wood, and conveyed on carrias
to a public tomb in the most beautiful suburb of the city, the 
people following in a long, mournful procession, and the female 
relations filling the air with lamentations. After the car&
mony of entombing was over, Pericles passed through the 
crowd to a lofty stand prepared for the purpose, and delivered 
an oration, which, as transcribed by Thucydides, is considered 
the most remarkable of all ancient compositions, and a finished 
model of beautiful conceptions, chastened and elevated by a 
noble severity. 
Bee d I The next spring the confederate anny met 
.iO:~f At~i':: again upon the isthmus, to decide the fate of 
Tbe Plague. Athens. Iii this second invasion, Archidamus laid 

aside the forbearance he had practised the year before, and 
left scarce a corner of the land unravaged. But a greater 
calamity than their offended brethren could inflict, now feD 
upon the Athenians. A dreadful plague which, commenciBg 
in Ethiopia, had passed through Lybia and crossed the Medi
terranean, burst at once upon Athens. Persons apparently 
in perfect health were seized with extreme heat in the bead 
and redness of the eyes. The tongue and throat then assumed 
a bloody appearance, a violent cough came on, with hic-cougba 
and spasms; inflammations ensued, and the body was rapidly 
covered with loathsome ulcers. As it began in the head, it 
proceeded through aU parts of the body, and finally fixed itself 
in the extremities; 80 that those who survived, lost their hands, 
or feet, or eyes. The patients were afflicted with intolera~le 
thirst; many dragged themselves to the fountains, and there 
fell down dead, with none to bury them. It was mid-amnmer, 
and not only every house was fully ooeupied, but many fami
lies were crowded together in stifling huts, where they died in 
heaps. The very temples were filled with dead bodies, and 
every part of the city exhibited a dreadful scene of mortality 
and mourning. Beasts of prey, though perishing with hUD

ger, refused to touch the carcasses of those who died of it; and 
birds of ill·omen flew about, and by their dismal croaking&, 
excited fearful forebodings. 

The Peloponnesian army had wasted the vale of Attica, and 
were rapidly proceeding towards the sea coast, when, becom
ing alarmed by accounts of the plague, they hastened h0me
ward, after·occupying the country forty days. 
Millbrtunea The firm mind of Pericles was not to be depressed 
of Perlelel. by the sword without, nor by the pestilence within, 



• 
PERICLES. 171 

aor even by the irritation and despair of the Athenians, who 
accused him of being' the author of their calamities, by draw
ing such multitudes into the city as to poison the very air. 
In the anguish of their feelings, they forgot all he had done 
and suffered for them; and by a public decree, deposed him 
from his military command, and fined him an immense sum. 
Nor was this his only misfortune. His advisers fell victims 
to the pestilence, and the greater part of his family frienGs 
died of the same dreadful disease. Still he neither wept, nor 
perfonned any funeral rites, nor was he seen at the grave of 
any of bis relatives, until the death of Paralus, his last legit
imate son. He attempted, indeed, then, to keep up his usual 
calm behavior and serenity of mind, but f! putting the garland 
upon the head of the deceased, his firmness forsook him; he 
broke eut into loud lamentations, and shed a torrent of tears. 
A1hens made trial, in the course of a year, of the relit of her 
geaera1s and orators, and finding none capable of extricating 
her from the difficulties in which sha was involved, once more 
invited Pericles to take again the direction of affairs. He 
had shut himself up at home to indulge his sorrow, and it was 
with difiiculty that Alcibiades and his other friends, persuaded 
him to re-assume the rains of g?vernment. During the fol
lowing winter, the Potidmans, after auff'ering most intensely 
&om famine, surrendered; and thus Athens gained at least one 
disputed point. 

but umetyand care had done their 'work for Perieled. He 
was attacked by the pla~e in a' modified form, and sunk by 
slow degrees to his rest When he was o.t the point of death, 
m. frieDds sitting about his bed, began to discourse upon his 
utraoldinary virtue and great exploits; for while he was com
JDaDdet-iB-chi.ef, he had erected no less than nine trophies to 
the honor of Athens. They said these things, supposing his 
88D8e8 were gone; how great, then, was their astonishment, 
when he suddenly aroused and observed, "I am surprised, that 
while you extol these acts of mine in which fortune had her 
share, you take no notice of the most honorable part of my, 
character; tlaat 7&0 AtAtmia7l, tlrroug1& my means, eoer put ona 
fIIOUnIittg robe." Thus died Pericles, who had held the pre
eminence for the space of forty years among some of the most 
distinguished men Greece ~ver produced; who bad managed 
the fiDances of the republic without the ieast taint of avarice ; 
and who, though all the power of the magistrates centered in 
himself, had so preserved his popularity, that he was the firat 
great man, after Solon, that escaped banishment. 
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In the former war with Corcyra, the Corinthians, having 
taken some prisoners, treated them with the greatest kindness, 
and sent them home devoted to the aristocratic interest. No 
sooner had they arrived than they created a sedition in the 
republic. The nobles were assassinated in the senate house, 
and the people were massacred in the general assembly. 
These civil commotions lasted two years, and finally the Athe
niIms were compelled to send out an armed force to decide the 
cause in favor of the democracy. 

As the tleet on its return, sailed along the coast of the Pelo
ponnesus, a storm compelled the commanders to cast anchor 
in the harbor of Pylas, the ancient seat of old Nestor's kin~. 
dom. Foul weathe~revented their departure; and the sail· 
ors, for amusement, assisted the Messenians in their company 
to erect a fort; and in six days Pylos was strons enouSh to 
sustain a siege. It was not long before the transactions at 
Pylos were known in Sparta, and the alarm occasioned by a 
Messenian ~n's being established within fifty miles, WIt8 

very great. To prevent a union . between the garrison and 
the Lacedemonian slaves, an army was sent to invest the 
place by la1ul, and the confederate lIeet was manned with 
adventurers who went out to take poeaession of the little island 
of Sphacterial, lying between the fort and the .ea. 

Meanwhile, the Athenian lIeet had moved to ZacynthUlJ, 
and Demoethenes,· who commanded Pylas, found himself 
blockaded both by sea . and land. He, however, ~ to 
send a messenger to Eurymedon, commander at Zacynthus. 
The admiral, hearing of the critical situation of the little gar
rison, sailed to its relief, and, driving away the Spartan lIeet, 
spread his ships around Sphacterim, so that there was a double 
blockade: Pylos blockaded by Sphacterim, and Sphacterie 
blockaded by the Athenian tleet. Under these circumstanceB, 
the Spartans made proposals of peace, which Cleon persuaded 
the Athenians to refuse. " If he were a general," he said, 
"Sphacterim should soon be compelled to surrender; and then 
they might dictate their own terms." Niciast at once offered 
to-resign the command to him; but Cleon, who was a notori. 
ous coward, declined the honor. The people, glad to enjoy a 
joke even at their favorite's expense, insisted upon his accep~ 
ing the office; till finally, thinking it best to put a bold face 
upon the affair, he came forward, and declared, that "within 

• An ancNtor of the celebrated orator. 
t A IlIaD of birth aud Comme, COIDIIIIIDder of &he 4&heDiaD -1. 
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twenty days he would bring all the Laeedemonians in Sphac
terim captives to Sparta." This impudent boast was received 
with shouts of laughter; but events, over which he had no 
control; enabled him to fulfil his promise. At the head of a 
band of adventurers, he reached Pylos in safety; and a fire 
happening to break out in the woody parts of Sphacterire, the 
Lacedemonians were driven from their defences. Assisted by 
Demosthenes, of whOse skill he had the good sense to avail 
himself, Cleon led his men to the attack, killed one hundred 
nnd twenty-eight of the enemy, and true enough, took all the 
re&t prisoners, and carried them to Athens. Nothing occurred 
during the whole course of the war, so contrary to the ~ 
opinion as this event; and as the prisoners were of the first 
rank, it was decided to keep them in chains, till terms of peace 
were settled; or if the Spartans again invaded Attica, to put 
them to death. 

'l'Jaee the .. ~ Alben.. 

--.or B. C. 4U. Inahisyear, the AtheniaDs, 1Ulder Ni
OIJDtlwa. cias, Qlade th~ important conquest of the island of 
Cythera. A general dejection prevailed in Sparta. Durinl 
seven campaigns, not an individual among the confederates hacl 
distiDguished himself, except Brasidas, end he was yet a young 
man. All the Spartans.bad undertaken the war without ail 
adequate fteet, he saw the policy of commencing hosUlities ill 
a quarter which would withdraw the Athenian shipe from the 
coast of the Peloponnesus; but his countrymen, though IDOI& 
CGQrageous in the field, were exceedingly timid in the cabinet. 
Even when . Olynthus and other maritime &tates of Macedon 
entered into n combinatioa to humble the naval power of 
Athens, it was with difficulty that Brum persuaded thea 
10 eend him with an army to the north. The Lacedemoniane 
'Were afraid to diminish their force at home, for Py los w. 
garrisoned by MesseniaDS, and their slaves stood ready Ie 
revolt. Proclamation was therefore made, that any Belote, 
who thought they could merit the dignity of citizens. by feate 
of arms, should present themselves before the magistrates to 
undergo the honorable trial. The most warlike and ambitioua 
I188embled of course, and two thousand being chosen aDd 
crowned witll chaplets, were marched in solemn procession 
&round the temples, as an iniatory ceremony to freedom. SQon 
after, they disappeared,and the massacre was mana~ with 
I\leh careful secrecy, that in what manner they perished ne,~ 

16 
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was known. After this shocking precaution, Brasidas W8I 

permitted to set out withoui loss of time. When the Atheni
ans heard that Brasidas had marched to Macedon with a large 
army, they ordered Thucydides to move westward with the 
fleet, and defend Amphipolis. He did so; but being too late 
by half a day, the place surrendered, and Brasidas went into 
winter quarters there. This loss affected the Athenians 
most sensibly; they banished Thucydides for twenty years, 
and finally aKl8ed upon a truce of one year with the Spartans. 

Battle of It C. 421. Cleon, emboldened by his accidental 
Ampblpoll.. success at Sphacterilll, gave the Athenians no rest 
till they sent him with a large army to recover Aruphipolis. 
This time, however, fortune did not BOlile upon him. He led 
his troope to battle, in a disadvantageous position, and was de
feated. Both generals were also slain. The two parties were 
then about even, for the death of Cleon was better than l'ieto
ry to the Athenians; and the loss of Brasidas, worse than 
defeat to the Spartans. 

The war had DOW been in progre&ll ten years, during which 
both aides had suffered severely. They had alternately n· 
va~ each oth~r'slanda; they had slaughtered their brethren 
.in battle, and executed them as prisoners; they had endured 
famine and pestilence; they had 10lllt their houses, and wasted 
their revenue; and now, tired of hoatilitiee, and ready to let 
their w_pons drop out of their oands, they listened to the 
COUDllela of the paceful Nicias, and concluded a truce for 
fifty yean, on condition that all the towns and prisoners taken, 
IIhGuld be restored, and the ditrerent lllatea placed in the p0si
tion which they occupied before the war ! 

But though the rival powers had concluded upon a peace, 
there ".. nOthing like quiet in the country. The other atatelI 
thought 'Aq had something ~o .y upon the subject; and C0-
rinth, in particular, could not consent to give up PotidEa. The 
people of Amphipolis, refused to exchange the supremacy or 
Sparta for that of Athens, and Sparta contended that she 
could not compel them to do so ; and thus the contest went OD, 
between recriminations and negotiations, aftronta and repri. 
aals, for the next six years. 

B. c .• 15. Espedi&iGa to SicIIJ. 

There ".. at this time in Athena a young man 80 emineat I 

for all his ~cations of person, mind, and fortune ; 80 am
bitious of • • tion, and 80 gifted with eloquence and diaaim-
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. ulation, as to mark him at once for II. leader of that giddy 
multitude which ruled the city. This was Alcibiades, de
scended in the paternal line from Ajax, and in the maternal 
froUl the AIC11U1lOnida. He was extravagant, but with an air 
of nobility; he was dissolute, but engaging aud graceful; he 
had been the pupil of Socrates, and had thrice won the olive 
at the Olympic games; he was the nephew of Pericles, and 
the favorite of Aspasia. After the death of Cleon, Alcibiadea 
catDe forward to set aside the policy of the cautious Nicias, 
and re-kindle a war in which he might have full scope to dis
play his abilities. The factions ran so high that the oetm
CislO was aga.in called for. Both parties were greatly alarmed 
at their danger, for the struggle was between the yong who 
wanted war, and the old who desired peace. Finally, the 
leaders agreed to join their inlluence against Hyperbolus, a 
friend of Cleon's, who had been instrumental in calling up the 
OS1.l"acism at this time. The plan was entirely succesSful, and 
Uyperbolus was banished. Though the Athenians laughed at 
fiist, at the turn things had taken, yet when they came to 
reflect that they had honored the low-born Hy~erbolus by 
ranking him with Aristides, Themistocles, and Cimon, they 
were so chagrined that they never resorted to the oatraciam 

a~~as just about this time that ambassadors arrived from 
Egesta, an Ionian colony of Sicily, praying for assistance 
against the people of Syracuse, who had endeavored to bring 
them into subjection. Alcibiades was for espousing the cause 
of Egesta at once, but Nicias, who knew that to quarrel with a 
Dorian colony· was, in effect, to declare war against the Pel
oponnesian confederacy, strenuously opposed the rash under
taking. The multitude, however, listened to the glowing 
representations of Alcibiades, t and after some trilling ~recau. 
tions the expedition was determined upon, Nicias, AIClbiadea, 
and Lamachus, being appointed commanders. The prudent 
Nicias still sought to cool the ardor of the people by repre
senting the number of obstacles it would be necessary to sur
mount. He said the Ileet not being sufficient, a land army 
must be provided at immense expense, and he dou~ the 

• Syracuse 11'88 a Corinthian colony. 
t When Timon, the man.haler, 1&11' Alcibiade. al\er gainiug hi. pointl 

conducted home in great honor from the auembly, he went up to bini, ana 
.haking his band, exclaimed, .. Go on, my brave boy, and PlOIJIer,lbr your 
plO8perity will brmg on the rain of an this CIOlI'd." 



118 GREECE. 

ability of the Egestans to pay and feed the soldiers. . He 
reminded them tbat the Syracusans would be at home, among 
friends who could assist them with men, money, horses, and 
provisions; while the Athenians would be in an enemy's 
country, so far from Greece that it would take four months 
to receive supplies in winter; that if they were successful 
they should gain nothing; but if they were unsuccessful, it 
would reflect eternal disgrace upon the Athenian name; and 
for his part, he was determined not to go, unless he were sup
plied with every thing requisite for carrying on the war. 

This sensible remonstrance, so far from having the desired 
effect, only furnished the partizans of Alcibiades with a pre
text for making more magnificent preparations, nnd a decree 
was in consequence obtained for raising as many troops, and 
fitting out as many galleys as the generals thought necessary. 
Indeed, so sanguine were the people upon the subject, that 
young men in their places of exereise, and old men in their 
shops, drew maps of Sicily, and planned the passage thence 
to Africa; for in the splendid conquests of which they dreamed, 
they comprised Carthage, Italy, and the sea, to the pillars of 
Hereules. 

DJaw • map of Sicily, IIIId the projected COI1qU8I18 of Athelltl. 

TIle Em- The levies being completed, the generals resolved 
IIulultioD. to set sail immediately for Sicily, by way of Corcyra 
and Rhegium. 

On the morning appointed for embarkation, the citiZ8D8 
.nroned fol' the expedition appeared on the parade by day
break. The whole city accompanied their IJHlreh to the 
PineUs. In that assembly there were no uninterested spec
tators. No city had ever fitted out so numerous and saJlant 
a fleet as the present; and not even the Athenians, skilled as 
they were in naval atrairs, had ever undertaken so grand or 
flistant an expedition; and no family mingled in the vast pro
cession, but felt the honor and the pain of contributing its 
most promising member to this hazardous enterprise. When 
the last adieus had been said, and the troops were embarked, 
the trumpets sounded as a signal for silence, and prayers were 
put up with the greatest solemnity, the whole assembly unitiQg 
their voices in one grand petition for success. Goblets of 
wine were then produced, from which officers and soldiers 
together poured out libatioDB, and drank to' the prosperity of 
the commonwealth and the armament. Then, far above the 
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roar of the sea and the voice of the wind, rose the loud peean 
of the Greeks; and amid the waving of bannel'1l, and fluttering 
of pennons, the fleet moved majestically out of the harbor, the 
iD.habitants of the city following it with their eyes till it seemed 
to be lost between the sea and the sky. 

At Corcyra the Athenian squadron was' joined by the ships 
of the allies, and the winds and waves proving favorable, the 
combined fleet had a prosperous journey thence to Sicily. 
They landed without opposition, and took up their station at 
Catlina. 
Alcibi- This advantageous debarkation of the troops was all 
adell. that Alcibiades effected in the enterprise from which he 
had anticipated so much glory; suspicions, which had well 
nigh detained him in Athens, soon occasioning his recall. 
Some time before the fleet sailed, the statues of Hermm were 
all mutilated in one night, and it was generally believed that 
Alcibiades and his companions had been guilty of the sacri. 
lege during a drunken revel. Taking advantage 'of his 
absence, his enemies magnified his follies into a plot to sub
vert the government, and many persons were apprehended as 
being privy to the affair. All Athens was in alarm; the con
spirators were thought to be in league with Sparta, and one 
whole night the/eople watched under arms. At last, one of 
the prisoners tol his fellows that it would be better to confess 
something than to submit to torture. They accordingly dis
closed the pretended plot, and received their liberty as a 
rewa~ for their villainy. All those whom they accused were 
immediately condemned and executed; but Alcibiades, whose 
name figured largely in the awful diBclO8Urea, being in Sicily, 
they knew not how to effect his destruction. IftheY'put him 
under arrest there, it might occasion a sedition in the army. 
It was therefore resolved to send the Paralus· after him, with 
a simple command to return to Athens. Immediate obedience 
was paid to this order. Alcibiades followed the sacred trireme 
in his own ship, as the humblest individual in the common
wealth, but when they stopped to take in provisions on the 
coast of Italy, he absconded. The heralds having searched 
for him in vain for several days, returned without him. The 
Athenian people, however, pronounced sentence of death 
against him, in what was called "deserted judgment;" his 
wnole estate was confiscated, and all orders of religion were 

• The IlaCred trireme. 
16· 
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commanded to curse him. When Alcibiades heard of tIWt 
eevere sentence, he exclaimed, "I hope one day to make them 
eensible that I am still aLve." From Italy he made his way 
to Sparta, where he found pel'8Oll8 very willing to assist his 
dtsigns against his country.- He told them that the Athe
mans did not mean to bound their conquests by the shores 01 
Sicily, but that after su~iecting that island, together with 
Italy, Carthage and Spain, they intended, by the old of numer
ous fleets and allies; to bring all Greece under their dominion; 
and he counseled the Lacedemonians, if they would avoid 
abject dependence, 1.0 send an army into Sicily, and nip the 
growing power of Athens in the bud. His advice was taken. 
The Lacedemonians decided to assist the Syracusans and 
renew the war. 
__ Nicias, meantime, having fortified his camp, put off 
ofNlcl... an attack upoo. Syracuse week after week and month 
after month, till finally the buoyant spirits of his troops were 
all evaporated, and they strolled about in learch of amuse
ment rather than conquest. The Syraeusans, too, having 
recovered from the fright which 80 grand an armament had 
eccasioned, came up to his entrenchments aDd scoffingly 
uked, "if he had come to settle at Catana." Roused by thia 
faunt, he determined to 8ettle at Syracuse if any where, and 
with his usual caution, set about making arrangements for that 
purpoae. He bribed a Sicilian to go to Syracuse with a atory~ 
that the Athenians lay in the town every night without their 
arms, and that on a certain morning which he named, the 
Syracusans might unite with the disafi'ected persons in the 
neighborhood, bUI1l the Athenian camp and fteet, and free the 
islaDd at once of its invaders. The enemy, pleased with the 
idea of terminating the war in 80 summary a manner, fen 
readily into the snare. At the very time, however, that the 
Syracu8aDs set out for Catana, Nicias left Catana for Syra
cuse, and landing there in the absence of the sarrison, forti
fied himself in the outskirt$ of the town. The Syracusans, on 
arriving at Catsna and finding only an empty camp, were so
provoked at the trick put IIpon them, that they marched back lo
their city with all speed, and presented themselves without the 
walls in order of battle. Nicias immediately attacked and 
beat them. Not, however, having courage to commence the 

• He gained the confidence of the Spartana by confonning atrictly to all 
the laws of Lycurgua. ~ He bathed in cold water took the mOlt violent ex .... 
ciae, and ~.on blaci brotla, with lNat relish.. . 
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siege of the place, he returned with all his forces, and went 
into winter quarters at Catana. 
Siege or 414. The next spring, having received a supply 

8yniCutIe. of horse from Athens, Nicias resolved to block up Sy • 
• ~ .!use both by sea and land. He conducted all his movements 
with 80 mucb prudenqe, that he gained possession of a hill 
that overlooked the town, before the Syraeu8aDs knew of his 
approach. By diligent exertions, his soldiers enclosed the city 
with a wall, to cut off its communication with the country j 
and during the time the work was in progress, came off victo
rious, in eight different engagements with tbe enemy. Several 
Sicilian cities, attracted by the prosperous elate of Athenian 
affiLirs, came over to tbeir interest, and supplied tbem with pro
Yiaions j so that naturally desponding and cautious as he willi, 
Niciaa began to conceive bigh bopes of success. Tbe Syra
cusans, on tbeir part, seeing nothing before them but famine 
or the sword, began already to think of surrender, when
the ileet wbich the Spartans had fitted out, at the instigation of 
Alcibiades, appeared off the coast! As Niciaadiabelieved the 
report of Gylippus' arrival, he placed no regular guard to 
prevent his landing, and therefore, was not a little surprised 
and alarmed, to see that officer drawing up the Syraeuaans, 
and marsbaling bis own forces in order of battle. Hia alarm 
was changed to anger soon after, when a herald came to him, 
Baying, that "Gylippus would allow the Athenians five days 
to quit Sicily." He prepared for battle with unwonted anima
tion, and was victorious in the first engagement j but after· 
ward, fortune forsook him, 80 that, giving up all thoughts of 
t:01Iquut, he sought only safety. 

Enfeebled by a long and diatreaaing illness, and discouraged 
by the tum of affairs, he transmitted to tbe Athenians a moat 
melancholy account of his situation. He told them that in. 
etead of besieging Syracuse, be was himself besieged, and in 
danger of capture. He said that his fleet had gone to decay, 
that many of the ships were leaky, and the crews diminished; 
that they were forced to go so far for wood and water, that 
they were always fatigued with constant duty j that the slaves 
deserted, and many of the allies went home without leave j 
that the temper of the Athenian people being averse to subor
dination, he found it impossible to control the perverse disposi
tions of some under his command; and that it was absolutely 
necessary for the Athenians, either to recall the arma~ent, 
or to send out another, not inferior in numbers and equipments, 
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and furnished with more money. He closed by beggmg to be 
superseded in the command, on account of his ill health, and 
as a reward for his past services. It was mid-winter when 
this letter reached the Athenians, but immediate preparations 
were made to retrieve their affairs. Eurymedon was sent olf 
with a small squadron, and money to pay the soldien, while 
all hands at home were busily employed in fitting out substan
tial reinforcements for the spring. As for the request of Ni
cias, they would not listen to it, but they appointed two officers 
to assist him in his' charge. The intelligence brought by Eo
rymedon, roused all the energies of Gylippus. He attacked 
the Athenians by sea, and was completely victorious; and 
wrested from them the fort which protected their naval stores, 
so that they could receive no supplies without making their 
way through the Beet of Syracuse. 

Mival of 413. Nicias, almost overcome with the diffi. 
Demoatbenes. cuIties of his situation, and the gloom of his pn& 
peets, turned his eyes involuntarily towards his native country. 
when a sight, the most animating and cheering, burst upon his 
view. Seventy-three Athenian galleys, richly decorated, 
adorned with costly streamers, and manned with eight hundred 
men, were steering for the harbor of Syracuse. As they ap
proached the shore, the sound of trumpets, and the shouts of 
the sailors, made the whole city resound. The Syracusans, 
struck with terror, did not attempt to prevent the disembarka
tion. The joyful greetings, and fresh hopes of the adventul"
ers, diffused new life through the camp; but Nicias soon be
gan to tremble at the rash measures which Demosthenes ad
vocated. He had private intelligence that many of the Syra
cusa~, tired of the imperious manner of Gylippus, were 
making preparations to surrender; but as he was not at liberty 
to speak openly upon the subject, he advised the other c0m

manders to wait a certain time. This, however, only sub
jected him to taunts about his timidity, and he was at last 
forced to give up his point. Demosthenes put himself at the 
head of the land forces, and attacked Epipolme by night. As 
he came upon the guards by surprise, he killed many of them, 
and routed those who stood upon the defence. But when he 
reached the spot. where the Beotians were posted, his men 
were driven back. As they turned to By, they encountered 
another band of .Athenians coming down the hill. who mistak· 
ing them for enemies, fell upon them. In striving to rally, 

• A mong fort upon an eminence overlooking Srracllle. 
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they repeated their watchword so often, that the enemy learned 
it, and used it to lead them astray. At last the rout was com
plete. Some fell headlong from the rocks or walls. Some 
escaped, and wandered through fields and woods, till they were 
found next day, and cut to pieces by the enemy's horse. Thus, 
at once, were blasted all the hopes which had sprung up in 
the hearts of the Athenians, upon the arrival of Demosthenes. 

Tbe There remained now only the sad alternativeS of' 
aea-ftsbt. returning in disgrace to A thens with the remnant of 

the splendid armament which sailed from Pirreus under such 
happy auspices; or of remaining to die of pestilence, famine, 
or the sword, in Sicily. Demosthenes advocated the former 
course; but Nicias, who understood the Athenian method of 
rewarding generals, declared that" he would rather die by the 
hands of the enemy than by those of his fellow citizens." 
Thus the favorable opportunity for escape was lost, and tho 
sickly season found the Athenians dispirited and doubting, in 
their quarters before Syracuse. At last, Nicias, overcome by 
the general calamity, gave orders to strike the tents, and pre
pare to move. With the greatest secrecy and dispatch, every 
thing was put in readines; but just as the troops were on the 
point of embarking, the moon was shrouded in an eclipse. 
This natural phenomenon struck the whole armament with 
terror; and Nicias, who, according to the superstition of 
the times, had always delayed an enterprise three days 
after such an event, now, by advice of his soothsayers, de
termined to wait nine time, three day,. Quitting every other 
care, he sat still, observing his' sacrifices, and praying for fa
vorable tokens, while the Syracusans shut up the mouth of 
the great harbor with galleys anchored firmly with iron 
chains; nor would he take any measures for repelling the in
sults of the enemy, or effecting a retreat, till the Athen
ians, with great indignation, called upon him to lead them oft' 
by land. Unwilling, however, to comply with their-demand, 
he made an effort to break through the encircling fleet. Then 
it was, that the great sea-fight began, remarkable not only for 
the vigor and bravery of the combatants, but for the agitation 
and despair of the spectators. The Syracusans came out on 
the walls of their city to behold the sight, and the Athenians 
thron~ the Epipolre to gaze upon the last effort of those 
gallant seamen who had so long been accustomed to conquer, 
and had so reluctantly learned to bear defeat. After suffering 
incredibly from repeated attacks, the Athenian fleet was driven 
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on shore, and the soldiers were so dispirited that they neither 
opposed the enemy who were seizing their vessels, nor de
manded their dead. Escape by sea was now impossible. It 
was therefore resolved to move to Catana. 

The Nothing could be more affecting than the commence-
retreat. ment of this retreat. The dead were left unburied, 
though thus their souls were condemned to wander in darkness 
upon the dismal shores of the Styx; the dying abandoned 
to wild beasts, with gloomy presentiment of the same fate, 
lifted up their last cries in curses upon their departing coun
trymen; the wounded dragged themselves along after the ar
my, entreating assistance; and such a scene of lamentation 
and mourning was presented, as might have moved even Spar
tan hearts to pity. The enemy had seized all the difficult 
passes, broken down the bridges, and stationed cavalry all 
along their route, so that the Athenians could not move 
one step without fighting. Nicias, though oppressed with 
sickness and worn out with privations, did all in his power to 
cheer and encourage his men; but when they remembered his 
well-grounded objections to the war, and saw that so religious 
a man as he, had no better fortune than the most profligate 
soldier in the army, even their trust in heaven abandoned 
them, and nothing but tears and sad presages were seen and 
heard on every side. During a march of eight days, though 
attacked and harassed by the enemy all the way, Nicias pre
served his division tolerably entire,- but the remainder of the 
army under Demosthenes, having lost their way in the night, 
were surrounded and taken captive. 

The next day. Nicias and his band were overtaken at the 
ford of the river Asinarus. The most terrible havoc was made -
in the ranks of the Athenians; and finally, Nicias, to stop the 
slaughter, surrendered Oft the single condition, that GyUppus 
should spare his men; yet even then, the number of the saved 
was greatly inferior to the number of the slain. When the 
Syracusans had collected all the prisoners they could find 
into one body, they dressed up some of the tallest and straight
est trees by the river, with the arms they had taken from them, 
which they left as trophies of the most complete victory ever 
gained on their island. Then having shorn the horaes of the 
Athenians, and ornamented their own in the most splendid 
manner, they marched home with garlands on their heads, 
~nd were welcomed to their city with every demonstration of 
JOY, 



ALCIBIADES IN ASIA MINOR. 183 

It would have been a singular triumph for Gylippus to have 
~ied Nicias and Demosthenes prisoners to Sparta, bUl the 
Jealous and cruel temper of the SyracUBans deprived him of this 
glory. A decree was passed that the generals should be put 
to death; and they were accordingly scourged with rods, and 
then stcmed. The miserable remnants of their once flourish. 
ing army were reserved for a still severer fate. A vast quarry 
whence stone had been taken for building the city, was judged 
the safest place of confinement for such a number of skilful 
warriors. Food was given in quantities barely sufficient to 
support life; no shelter was afforded from the inclemency of 
the weather; and Thucydides summed up their miseries by 
saying, "That no suffering could possibly result from 80 

-:retch~ a situation, which was not experienced by the Athe
man pnsoners." A few of them who were sold as slaves to 
individuals, gtl-ined their liberty by repeating passa~ from the 
tragedies of Euripides, and lived to thank their beiftlfactor in 
Atlieu, for the oJ>ligations they owed to his pen. . 
TIIe~told Rumor carried the news of this total shipwreck 

In AIbima. of their power and glory, to the Athenians, long 
before an official notice of it coulCl reach thern. The first man 
who diaeeminated the evil tidings, howev\r, being only a poor 
barber, was subjected to the torture, till the whole city was 
thrown into agOny by the confirmation of the report. How 
changed was the morning which rose upon AtheDB, destitute of 
horae, foot, money, ships or mariners, from that morning when 
the Pineus was crowded with a gELllant fleet departing as was 
IUppoeed to certain conquest! Then the excited multitude, 
with hearts full of hope, stood gazing upon the joyous flutter or 
,"yltreamera, and waving pennops; now bereaved and despond. 
mg, ~ looked wistfully across the sea, as if expecting, yet 
~ to behold Gylippus with his victorious fleet approach. 
mg to commence thesiege of their city. But amidst the gener· 
al gloom they were not idle. As day wore on after day, and 
no enemy appeared, they began to take courage. They levied 
II10Dey for building new ships, and raising fresh troops; they 
retrenched all superfluous expenses: and to avoid the embar· 
~t of factioDB, established a council of old men to exam· 
me every matter before it was brought before the people. . 
TIle eIl!ct of Meanwhile, the attention of all Greece was exci. 
1IiIfortWie. ted, and the politics of every republic put in motion 
by the blow Athena had received in Sicily. Those who had 
yielded her an unwilling homage, now prepared to revolt; 
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those who feared the vengeance of Sparta, were impelled to 
do the same; her friends became cold; her enemies impudent; 
and bleeding as she was from the loss of those members of the 
commonwealth, which were her eyes to see, and hands to 
execute; she felt that this severe rebuke was but" the begiD
ning of sorrows." The Lacedemonians, encouraged by the 
success of Gylippus, also undertook the building of a tIeet; 
and thus at the clll8e of the nineteenth year of the war, pre
parations were making on both sides, as if hostilities were 
just then commenced. The people of Chios, Lesbos, and Cyz
icum, sent to treat with the Spartans about leaving the Athe
mans to join the Peloponnesian confederacy; Alcibiades had 
goDe to Asia Minor some time before, and was now forming a 
treaty with Tissaphernes, satrap of Sardis, for furnishing the 
Spartans with money and ships; and Pharnabazus, satrap of 
Bithynia, was also anxiOU8 to gain the friendship of Albe'" 
enemies. • 

Before, however, the Spartans formed all these alliances, 
they held a congress of the confederates. There they c0n

cluded to haul their ships, which were in the Corinthian G~ 
aCl'088 the isthm~; to man them in the Saronic Gulf, and 
send them to Chioe dd Lesbos with the articles of treaty, and 
!lispatch them thence to the Hellespont to act with Phama
bazU8. 

Point _ the placu here mentioned. 

.. 111_ or This purpose was so far carried into execution, 
...;.....- Alcibiadee. that twenty-one triremes had been dragged over the 

isthmus with great labor and difficulty, and prepared for 
departure; but it happened that some Athenians who were 
there attending the Isthmian games, penetrated the design, and 
returned home with the startling intelligence. A company 
of adventurers immediately set out from the PinEUS and 
attacked the little fleet; killed the admiral, and compelled the 
crews to draw the ships again upon shore. This event 0cca
sioned great alarm at Corinth, the Spartans too were diacour
aged, and determined not to engage in any enterprise OIl the 
other side of the Egean. Thus the whole matter would have 
fallen through, had not Alcibiades undertaken the affiUr. He 
sailed from Miletus toChios, confirmed the revolt, and brought 
the Chians into the Lacedemonian confederacy. But the glory 
of Alcibiades was already on the wane: Agis the Spartan king 
hated him for his private vices; lUDong the confederates DIIUly 
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envied him; all feared him, and but few loved him. In his 
traJl8actions with Tissaphernes, he managed to gain favor for 
himself, rather than for the people who sent him to ask it ; and 
now e.J:amining the doubtful and dangerous position which he 
occupied, he cfetermined by a master stroke of policy, "to ~ 
store himself to his country, before that country was reduced 80 

low as to be not worth returning to." Yet urgent as were his 
I'6II8ODS for a reconciliation, he still feared the giddy multitude 
by whom he bad been condemned. Fully convinced that be 
could never rule in the hearts of the people, as Periclee had 
done, he set about changing the government of Athens from 
a democracy to an oligarchy, with his characteristic zeal. Hav
ing strengthened his intereet with the satrap by the most subtle 
flattery, he managed to communicate with the commanders or 
the Athenian fleet at Sarnas, signifying to. them AU power to 
bring 'l'is8aphemeB into eMir interest, and through him to lead 
DarIus himself into their alliance. But this he would not do, 
IIIlless the power were taken from the Many, and given to the 
FIIII1. The generals of the army being in reality the leading 
men in the commonwe.alth, immediately sent a messenger to 
the nobility at Athens, with a request that they would 8IISWD8 
the government, and deprive the people of the power they had 
hitherto enjoyed. The nobility joyfully set about the per
formance of a work 80 congenial to their feelings; neverthe
less, up to the last hour of the DEMOCU.CY, every thing was 
conducted in a truly democratic manner. A general assembly 
was summoned. A resolution was passed, permitting any ODe 

to make any rroposal without fear. Then it was decided that 
a fIefD counci should be formed, baving full power to adminiB
ter public affiUrs. This council consisted of four hundred 
members, but to amuse the people, it was added, that they 
would eall in the aid of five thousand citizens, in cues or 
emergency. Tbus the people of Athens voted away their be
loved democracy, after having enjoyed it about one buudred 
years after the banishment of the Pisistradle. 
TbetyraullJof1lle When the assembly broke up, the Four H~
PCMIlIIWlclJed. dred, vested with their new powers, and followec1 

by one hundred &nd twenty young men, who acted as a.tfAIa4i. 
lilts or assassins, as the case might require, entered the Seoaae 
house, paid the council of Five Hundred the amtarB in their 
aalaries, and commanded them instantly to retire; an ord,i 
which they prudently obeyed. Having now all power in their 
hands, they put to death those who disputed their authority, 

17 
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and feeling fuUy competent to order aftiUrs in the besLp<aibIe 
manner, thq detmnined not to recall Akibitulu, lest he might 
interfere in aome of their pl8.D8. Anxious, however, to secure 
the favor of the army at Samoe, they sent out ten colDlllialion
ers to explain their measures, and soothe the feelings of the 
eoldiers. This the pacificators found no easy task j there WIllI 
no disguising the facts in the case j the people were deprived 
of power, and Athens was ruled by four hundred tyrants! 
The 80ldiers sent immediately for Alcibiadea, and having ~ 
pointed him their general, begged him to sail at once for Ath
ens, and destroy the enslavers of their country. ThiB mea
lUre, which would have saved Sparta any further trouble with 
Athens, Alcibiades prevented j using arguments and entre. 
ties with some, and force with others. The commissioners 
were, however, sent back with a message from himself, re
quiring the immediate abolition of the self-constituted counci1, 
and the restoration of the senate. When the cornmillsioners 
delivered their message, and reported the state of things in S. 
mos, the Four Hundred determined to submit to Sparta, rather 
than fall into the hands of their infuriated brethren. They 
opened negotiations for this purpose j but before they were 
able to effect any thing, the people rose against them, and they 
were glad to escape with their lives. Alcibiades was then I 

earnestly solicited to make all possible haste to the relief of 
Athens; but proud as he was, he wished to return under hap
pier aUfipicea, than from a mutinying army to a seditious city. 
Parting, therefore, from SamOfl with a few ships, he cruised 
along the Egean, in search of some adventure which should 
enable him to strike a blow for his country. 
Battle of Had the Spartans been on the alert during these 
Abydoe. times of trial, they might have eonquered Attica, 

while the people were hesitating between the orders received 
from the Athenian commonwealth at Samos, and the Athenian 
commonwealth at Athens; but with their usual tardiness, they 
lost the time in embarrassing negotiations with the vacillating 
Tissaphernes. The false satrap was seeking to playoff' 
the Athenians against the Spartans, .by keeping them in per
petual hostility; so that soon after he promised Alcibiades to 
make an alliance with the Athenians, he engaged to pay the 
Lacedemonians for protecting the coasts of the Egean. Myn-

.. darus, the Spartan admiral, having intelli~nce from Pharna
bazus, that the Athenians were in his nelghborhood, directed 
bis course that way j and Alcibiades, hearing of the intended 
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fight, followed. The two fleets met near Abydos, and a bat
tle ensued which lasted till ni~ht, without decisive advan
uge to either side, when several foreign galleys were seen ap
proaching. The Spartans, recognizing Alcibiades, felt sure 
of timely assistance; but when· they saw the Athenian flag 
hung out, and perceived that he bore down upon them witn 
hostile intentions, they thought only of making good their re
treat. The Athenians having, by the assistance of Alcibia
des, captured thirty galleys, and recovered their own, erected 
a trophy. 
The After this glorious success, Alcibiades prepared pre

Yiei&. sents, and went to wait upon Tissaphemes with a princely 
train. The treacherous satrap, however, to throw the balance 
again upon the s~e of the Spartans, seized him, and sent him 
prisoner to Sardis. From this place he contrived to escape to 
Clazomenm, and finding sixships there, embarked immediately, 
and sailed for the Hellespont. The troops received him with 
joy; and learning that Myndarus and Phamabazus were to
gether at Cysicus, he convinced his men that it was neces
sary to pursue them, and strike a decisive blow. Had the 
Spartans known the number of his fleet, they would not have 
ventured a battle; but Alcibiades, coming up in a tremendous 
storm of rain, showed only a part of his ships, and when they 
were engaged, poured in the others, till the Spartans were 
completely routed. Phamabazus fled; Myndarus was slain; 
and the Athenians took every ship of the squadron. The sol
diers were rewarded with an abundance of spoil; Cysicus 
surrendered, and the Athenians not only secured the Hel
lespont, but entirely cleared the sea of Lacedemonians. A let
ter was also intercepted, which, in the Laconic style, was to 
give the Ephori" an account of the condition of the Spartans. 
" Our glory is faded. Myndarus is slain. Our soldiers are 
starving; and we know not what step to take." 

Success began to bring back the "summer friends" of the 
Athenians. When the islands saw the whole fleet of the Pe
loponnesus annihilated at a blow, and knew that Alcibiades 
stood at the helm of &tate, they began to think the common
wealth would outride the storm; they talked no more of re
volt, or of alliance with Sparta, but furnished regularly and 
cheerfully their stipulated quota of money, men, and sbips. 

Alcibiades, understanding the embarrassments arising from 
an exhausted treasury, determined to bring the towns of Chal
cedan and Byzantium, (whieh commanded the luerative trade 



188 GREECK. 

of the Eu:dne,) again under Ath8llian jurisdiction. Thus for
tified, he might treat with Pharnabazus, awe Tissapbernee, 
atop the Spartan supplies from Persia, and establish the supe
riority of Athens beyond question. It was a comprehensive 
and feasible plan; but it came too late. The sun of Athens 
was already in its evening declination, and the dark clouds of 
faction, were gathering like a pall around her glory. Alci
biades, combining in himself the address of Themistocles, 
and the talents of Pericles, prolonged, for a liule, her brief 
day; but perished himself, in the ruin of his native city. 

In the twenty-fourth year of the war, he led his whole foree 
to the siege of Chalcedon. He enclosed it with a wall which 
reached from sea to sea. The Lacedemonian commander of 
the garrison, sent to PharnabaZl1S for assistance, but that prince 
Ilegan to grow tired of an alliance which brought frequent 
battles and no victories, and made constant demands upon his 
purse, without bringing him in either dominion or glory. He 
therefore sent proposals of accommodation to the Athenians, 
and a treaty was finally concluded in the following terms : 
"That Pharnabazus should pay 820,000 for the raJISOID of 
Chalcedon; that all arrears should be paid up, and the Chal
eedoniaDa pay tribute to Athens as formerly; and that Phar
Il8.bazus should conduct ambassadors to the king from the 
Athsnians." On these conditions the siege of Chalcedon was 
raised. Phamabazus, thus secure in his own aatrapy, left: Alei
biades at liberty to proceed with the siege of Byzantium. 
Capture of B _ 407. This place he undertook to reduce by 
..,.ti~ ~ J.. drawing a line of circumvallation about it. Bu8 
surn cibladea.. the Byzantines, warned by the fate of Chalcedoa, 
made overtures to him, which he accepted. A!'lte was JB 
consequence opened to bis troops in tile night, and after a 
sharp struggle with the Spartan !'llrison, the place was taken, 
and the Bag of Athens once more commanded the Bospllonill. 
The seniees which Alcibiades had thus rendered his country, 
1Vere perhaps greater than any Greek had ever before per
formed. When he first joined the Beet at Samoa, Athens com
manded little more territory than her walls enclosed; she had 
uo revenue; no r88'Jlar pay for soldiers; aDd they were COD

eequ8lltly dispirited and mutinous. Under his auspices, her 
dominion had .been restored; her Beet again POde triumphant 
OV8l' the seas; and the allies again pl'OUdly ranged th~l ves 
\lnd8l' her banners. . I 

His· heart 'lOW yearned after his native country. He sighed 
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to be the acknowledged benefactor of Athens; to walk from 
the Pirreus to the city I!III.ved by his efforts, with a prouder step 
than when he quitted it eigbt years before, the commander of 
the Sicilian expediti~n. He longed to stand upon the bema, 
and sway the most enlightened audience in tbe world, by the 
breath of bis eloquence; and to hear his praises sbouted by 
the voices which bad been loudest to condemn him unheard, as 
the. mutilator of the- Hermre. Having settled affairs in Byzan
tium as rapidly as possible, he led the armament to SarnO!. 
There, selecting twenty ships for his convoy, he sent the others 
on to Athens, following, bimself, at a distance, agitated alter
nately with hopes and fears, as to tbe reception he sbould 
meet. He cruised along the coast of Laconia until informed 
by his friends that he had been elected general of the com' 
monwealth, with two colleagues, when he sailed directly for 
Attica. Having covered his galleys with bucklers and spoils 
of all sorts, in the manner of trophies, and made an imposing 
display of ships, with their arms and ensigns, he entered the 
harbor of Pirreus. 

When his approacb was announced, a vast crowd assembled 
about the port, each vieing with tbe other in extolling the 
merits of Alcibiades, praising bis abilities, his liberality, and 
his patriotism.. A few, indeed, ventured to whisper that he 

• had been the cause of all their misfortunes, by advising the 
Sicilian expedition, and concerting plans for the Spartans; 
but their voices were drowned in the acclamations of the mul
titude. His friends gathered round him as he leaped on shore ; 
IRlCh as could approach him, orowned him with garlands; 
while those who could not get near for the crowd, viewed him 
from a distance, shedding tears of joy. The greetings being 
over, he proceeded to the city; and went into tile assembly of 
the people, where he very modestly complained of their treat. 
ment, and exc.usingly ascribed it to the influence of BOrne envi
ous demon. He then opened before them the hopes and de
signs be had formed, and they were so much pleased with his 
harangue, that they crowned bim with crowns of gold, and 
gave him the abBolute command of their forces. Thus armed 
with authority and established in fa.vor, he proceeded to direct 
the enrolment of fresh troops, and the equipment of a fleet, 
with which he proposed again to cross the Egean. 
~en' Meanwhile, Pharnabazus, with the Athenian am
/ ·poIi01· basaadors whom he had undertaken to conduot to 

. 17· 
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au., WII8 met in Phrygia by Cyrua,. who had -come into tk 
wMtem provinces clothed with royal authority. The young 
priDce bad however been COOUJIIlIIMd by his father to .... 
ibe Spartans, and the Athenians were consequently repulsed. 
A general DOW entered the arena, fully equal in dissimulatioD 
aad intrigue to Alcibiades. This was Lysander, the Spartan 
admiral, who, though educated in the laws of Lycurgus, and 
accustomed to the heavy 80und of iron 1D0neyall bis life, 
undenWod at once the superior weight of gold and silver. 
He had been sent out in the winter, to take command of the 
army in Asia Minor; and collecting the scattered forces o( 
Lac8demon at Ephesus, had diligently employed the time in 
building ships and furnishing a Beet. As soon as he heald 
that Cyrus bad arrived at Sardis, he hastened to pay his court 
to him, and to acquaint him with the conduct of Tissaphernee. 
Cyrus was very glad to hear the satrap accused, because he 
knew him to be his enemy; and as l.ysander conformed to 
all his requests, and fiattered him continually, he lOOn granted 
him whatever he desired. When the crafty Lacedemonian 
was about to take his leave, Cyrus provided a grand enter
tainment for him, and after drinking to him according to the 
Persian manner, inquired, "What can I do for you that will 
Jive you the most satisfaction ,.. Lysander replied, "Noth
JOg would gratify me 80 much as the addition of a Bingle 
obOlust to the seamen's daily wages." Cyrus was 80 pleased 
.with this answer, that he r;oade him a present of ten thoU8UlCl 
pieces of gold. Lys8.nder employed the money to increue 
the wages of his men, a measure which worked like_ magie 
upon the two Beets. There were, both among the .LacecJe. 
monisns and Athenians, multitudes of Beotians, Phooians, 
~rgives, Arcadians, and others, who cared neither for the 
right or the wrong of the matter, but attached themselves to 
the side which offered the best pay. 'l'hegold of Persia 
decided them in favor of the Laced.emonians; so that this 
stoke of policy almost unmanned the Athenian galleys. 
Tbefldal The news of the alliance between Cyrus and Ly
akirmi.h. sander had not reached Athens, when Alcibiades, in 
the third month after his return, sailed again for the theatre 
of war. He stopped first at AndlOS, which had revolted. 
He was in part successful, but seeing that the '" aIls of the 

• BlOther of Al1axenea. See wele II CJ1'IlI revolts," in Persia. 
t '&boat two cenIIt. 
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- cipal city were strong enough to sustain a long siege, he 
ted a trophy, and proceeded to Samos. Disappointed in 

- expectations of gaining the favor of Cyrus, he did not yet 
yield to despair. He anchored his lIeet at a convenient dis
tance from Ephesus, and left it there in charge of Antio
chus, the pilot, giving him strict orders not to engage with 
the Spartans, while he went to the Hellespont to raise sup
plies_ Antiochus disobeyed this command, went out, Ilnd by 
insulting language, provoked Lysander to an engagement, was 
deteated, and slain. Fifteen ·Athenian ships were taken, the 
remainder escaped to Sam os. When Alcibiades heard of 
what had been done, he hastened back, and drawing out his 
whole force, offered battle; but Lysander refused to engage, 
and the Athenians were compelled to bear the disgrace. 
Tbe l'all of The people of Athens bore the intelligence that 
Aleibiade •. Andros had been abandoned, very well; for they 
expected to hear that Chios and Ionia were conquered; but 
when the report came that their fleet had fled . before an infe
rior force, and that an alliance had been consummated between 
Lacedemon and Persia, all Athens was in an upro.ar. They 
had thought Alcibiades invincible, and their first feeling upon 
discovering their mistake, was one of indignation and distrust. 
They suspected that it was not from want of ability, but from 
lack of inclination, that he had not fulfilled his promises; and 
excited by the startling dangers that lay before them, urged 
on by artful and interested orators, without waiting to ·under
stand the fncts in the case, they proceeded to pass the fatal 
decree which sealed the ruin of Athens. 

Alcibiades and his associate, Thrasybulus, the two persons, 
who, by experience and the gifts of nature, were beyond all 
others, the best qualified to save the commonwealth, were 
dismissed from their employments. Ten generals were ap
pointed in their room, of whom Conon was chief. Thrasyb
ulus remained with the fieet, but Alcibiades retired to his 
estate in Chersonesus. 
Battle or Ar- 406. At the time of his appointment, Conon was 

ginusre. employed in the siege of Andros. A decree of the 
people directed him to go immediately with the twenty ships 
under his orders, and take command of the fleet at Samos. 

It was already late in the year, and on his arrival he found 
a general dejection pervading the army. His first measure 
was precisely that for which Alcibiades had been condemned. 
He selected seventy triremes, and sent them out in. various 
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directions, to· collect revenue from such islands and -towns u 
had not already revolted. 

The tenn -of Lysander's command having expired, he was 
superseded by Callicratidas, his equal in courage, but not in 
cunning. There was too much of the true Spartan in him to 
stand all day about the doors of Cyrus, waiting till he -had 
done drinking, and was ready to admit strangers; so, after 
being laughed at by the porters, as an ignorant rustic, he went 
back without any money to pay his soldiers. However, he 
took one of the principal towns of Lesbos by storm, and having 
pursued Conon into the harbor of Mytilene, captured thirty of 
his ships, and besieged him there. Then, hearing that the 
other generals were returning, and making all sail for the 
relief of Mytilene, he advanced to meet them over against 
ArginUSIB.. His pilot advised him to retreat, because the 
Athenians had the greater number of ships; but he replied, 
"My death would be a small loss to Sparta, my flight would 
be a.. disgrace." The hostile fleets met, and a bloody action 
ensued. Callicratidas, in attempting to break the Athenian 
line, was precipitated into the sea, and drowned. The Spar
tans soon after fled. The Athenian generals brought up their 
galleys along side of each other, and held a council of war. 
It waa decided to leave Theramenes with forty shipe, to col
lect the dead for burial and the wounded from the wrecks; 
while they proceeded as was first intended, to liberate Conon. 
But neither of these plans were carried into effect. A violent 
stonn came on, which compelled all to seek shelter, and thus 
the unfortunate crews of the disabled ships were left to 
perish. 
Reward of the This sudden tum of affairs might have retrieved 
vic\OnofAJ'lli- the fallen fortunes of Athens, had she not been 

nl18lll. equally incapable of bearing defeat with fortitude, 
or success with composure. Hence, this splendid victory was 
followed by one of the most extraordinarjr, most ~jsgraeeful, 
and most fatal strokes of fl1ction recorded in history. Of the 
eight ~nerals who commanded at ArginUSlB, six went home, 
dreamlDg, perhaps, of garlands and crowns which the grateful 
populace would bestow upon them; but scarcely had they 
arrived, when they were taken into safe oustody till they could 
give an account of their transactions. When the assembly of 
the people met, Theramenes came forward and accused the 
prisoners of neglecting to save the lives of the wounded, after 
the battle. The generals were scarcely permitted to speak a 
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word in their own defence. They were hurried throuSh a 
mock8l'y of a trial, and condemned to death. Socrates, who 
was that day the presiding officer of the Senate of Five Hun
dred, unintimidaLed by the clamors of the people, inveighed 
against the sentence, as illegal and unjust; the voice of the 
majority, however, prevailed, and they were led off to execu
tion ! Many followed them with tears, to the place of death, 
and felt in that melancholy hour the weight of guilt which had 
fallen upon their country. . 
BaaIe o££p The Spartans, ignonmt of the steps Athens had 
~. thus. taken to accelerate her own downfall, were 

greatly troubled by the defeat at Arginusm, and the death of , 
Callicratidas. There was not a man that could relieve their 
embarrassments like Lysander; and the law forbade his re
election to the same office. To evade this regulation, they 
aent out another admiral, with Lysander for lieutenant. On 
reaching his station, Lysander immediately waited upon Cyrus, 
and obtnined supplies, which enabled him to pay up all arrears, 
and proceed with his arrangements for opening the campaign 
in the spring, with a fleet equal to that of Athens. Soon after 
the vernal equinox, he moved from Ephesus to Abydos, and 
thence to Lampsacus, - where he anchored his fleet. Conon, 
hearing that Lysander had gone to the Hellespont, pursued 
him with all speed, tremblins for the important cities in that 
region. He stopped at Sestos for refreshment, and that night 
landed at Egos potamos, or Goat's River. As the strait there 
was only about two miles wide, the arrival of the Athenians 
9as instantly known to Lysander, and he took his measures 
accordingly. By day-break next morning, his galleys were 
ranged in order of battle. The Athenians, equally prompt, 
rowed out to meet them; but the Lacedemonians rested upon 
their oars, and gazed upon them in stem silence. These 
movements were repeated three days in succession. From the 
top of his castle, Alcibiades could see the mananivers of the 
two fleets, and he was shrewd enough to guess at the purpose 
of Lysander. In the hour of her danger, his love for Ma 
country revived; and though at the peril of his life, he went 
to the Athenian camp, and told the commanders, that as Egos 
potaUlQ8 contained DO harbor, and they were obliged to go every 
day two milee to market, it would be better to move the fleet 
down to Seskla, and await the attack of Lysander there. 
This advice, 80 politic and 80 seasonable, wu treated with 
*A.,_ .... ___ ..... 0I&be JIeIIeIpGat,w .... 'l'headIIo8IeI died. 
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contempt; and one of the generals was 80 insolent, as to biJ 
him begone, for that they, and not he, were now to give or
ders. Alcibiades told his friends who conducted him out ,. 
the camp, that if he had not been insulted by the generals, he 
would have soon brought the Lacedemonians to battle byat
tacking them with his Thracian archers. It was not long be
fore the wisdom of his counsels waS seen, for on the fifth day, 
Lysander moved across the strait with his whole fleet. Conon, 
alone, of all the Athenian generals, was in any state of pre
paration. When he saw the enemy in motion, be sounded 
the call to arms; but the soldiers and seamen were too far 
away to hear it, and the Peloponnesians were upon them be
fore they were ready for action. Conon's trireme, with seven 
others of his division, and the sacred ship Paralus, having 
their crews aboard, put off from the shore. All the rest were 
seized at anchor. Finding he could effect nothing, Conon 
fled while the enemy were intent upon the capture, and having 
cleared the mouth of the Hellespont, hoisted all sail. Mraid . 
to go home with the ~vil tidings, he sent an account of the 
affair by the Paratus, and directed his course to Cyprus, where 
Evagoras kindly received him. 

Trace LYBander and Conon. 

Consequences Lysander, having taken possession of the Athe
of the baUIe of nian ships, to the number of one hundred and 
hlgOll potamOll. seventy, began the pursuit of the scattered troops. 
The greater part of them, together with all the generals, were 
made prisoners. They were carried to Lampsacus, where a 
council of war decided that every Athenian citizen amrmg 
them should be put to death; and Lysander commenced the 
work by slaying one of the commanders with his own hand. 
The Athenian marine, being thus entirely destroyed, Lysander 
had only tf! sail around the Egean, and take possession of the 
islands and towns upOn the coast. As soon as he appeared in 
the strait, between Byzantium and Chalcedon, messengers 
came to him from those places, with terms of surrender. He 
sent every Athenian directly home, that the city, having many 
mouths to feed, might be the sooner reduced by famine. 

The Paralus, meantime, protected by its sacred character, 
had reached its destination, with that intelligence which no 
other ship had dared to convey. In the words of another, 
"Alarm and lamentation, beginning immediately about the 
barbor, were rapidly communicated through the town of Pira-
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1liiie, and then paaaing from mouth to mouth, by the long 
walls up to the oity, tlie consternation became universal, and 
that night no penon slept in Athens." Grief for the nu
merous slain, the flower of Athenian youth, among wbom 
every ODe bad some relative or friend, was not all. Tbey 
feared for themselves; they bad abUSNI. the day of power, and 
they trembled at the approach of the day of retribution. 
Athena was not yet without men capable of guiding her 
through any ordinary difficulty, but sbe was now in a strait 
from wbicb there was no egress. On ODe side, howled the 
waves of faction, decreeing death to the proposer of an un
successful measure; on the other, frowned the power of La
eedemon, stern and immovable as the pillars of Hercules. 
None knew what course to take; the orators ~ed not ad
vise; the democracy dared not deeree; the aristocracy dared 
not command. To raise another fleet would be impossible; to 
venture a battle with the Spartans by land, would be madneas ; 
and exhausted by the efforts of despair, all ranks sullenly 
prepared to sustain a siege, both by sea and land. 

Lysander, having cruised leisurely along the Hellespont, 
and received the submission of the cities, sent off a part of 
his Beet to secure the islands, and dispatched a messenger 
to the Spartans, telling them that he was ready to sail to the 
Pirmus with two hundred triremes. 
Siege of No sooner was this intelligence received, than the 
Atben8. Peloponnesians summoned their allies to assist in put
ting a final period to a war, which had lasted, with little inter
mission, twenty-six years. All the states, except Argos, sent out 
their troops; the whole force of Laconia was mustered for 
the important occasion. Effecting a union upon the borders 
of Attica, they marched fearlessly up to the walls of Athens, 
and fixed their head quarters in " Academus' sacred shade." 
Lysander arrived at the appointed time, and cast anchor in the 
harbor, and thus all supplies were cut off from the devoted 
city. No assault was attempted; famine did its work with 
fearful certainty ; and the Lacedemonians looked on with per
feet composure, while their long-hated rival wasted away be
neath its power. Yet it was not till many had died of hun
ger, that any even proposed to capitulate; and then it was 
three long and weary months, before the terms were fixed 
upon. The Corinthian and Theban allies, indeed, contended 
that no terms sliould be granted; they said that the people 
ought to be sold into slavery, and the site of the city made a 
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sheep-walk, like the Cin'bean plain. The BpartaDB, more Dl8J"6 

ciful, settled the following conditions: "That all ships of war 
should be surrendered, except twelve; that the long walls IlIIIIl 
the fortifications of the Pirarus should be destroyed; that all 
the exiles should be restored to the rights of the city; that the 
Athenians should hold for friends or enemies, all other people 
88 they were friends or enemies of Lacedemon; and that the 
Athenian forces should ~ wherever Lacedemon might c0m

mand, by land or sea. " W hen these proposals were nkeived, 
food had become so scarce, that it 11'88 impossible to hold out 
many days; yet it was not without much debate, that the YOIe 
W88 gained to accept the conditions. The Spartan king, Agia, 
and Lysander, with their troops, then began the demolition of 
those walls which had so long made Athens impregnable. A 
band of musicians 11'88 employed to animate them in the work 
of destruction, by the sound of their instruments; while the 
confederates, crowned with Bowers, danced for joy, and hailed 
the day as the first of their liberty. 

The Spartans next proceeded to give laws to Athens. No
tices were sent to the exiles and fugitives to return and take 
possession of their estates. The assembly of the people W8S 

abolished, and the supreme authority committed to a council 
of thirty, among whom 11'88 that Theramenes who pl"OC1D'ed 
the death of the six generals. .AfIhlrs being thus settled, Agis 
led away his forces, and Lysander sailed to Samoa, conquered 
the island, and banished all who resisted his power. Haring 
secured the Egean, he cismissed the ships of the allies, aud 
with his Lacedemonian squadron, returned home. 

B. C. 404. "So ended the Peloponnesian war in its twenty
seventh year; and so Lacedemon, now in alliance with Per-. 
sia, became again the leading power of Greece; and the Brie
toomey triumphed over the democracy in almost every com-

. monwealth of the nation." 
TIle Thirty Though the Spartans would not 88 they said, "be 

Tyranl8. guilty of putting out one of the eyes of Greece," 
by the entire destruction of Athens, yet wishing. to destroy 
entirely her political importance, they chose men for her 
tyrants, who had nothing to recommend them but a hatred of 
democracy. These men, instead of giving to the republic a 
more perfect body of laws, merely chose 8000 citizeQs to coo
firm their decrees, and help them bear the odium which 
repeated executions ·b~ght upon them. The chairman of. 
the ThiJ'ly W88 Cntia&,' a man who, having heeD banished, ... 
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resided for some time at Sparta; where he publiahed a treadle 
upon the institutions and laws of that country, which probably 
recommended him to Lysander. Tbis man determined to be 
lord of Athens. The others became paasive subjects of his 
will; the 3000 sanctioned his ncts; and the whole city was 
soon filled with fines, imprisonments, confiscations, and execu
tiOD& Fearing, however, the revenge their tyranny was 
calculated to excite, the Thirty obtaUaed a guard from Sparta, 
and by"their assistance put to death all who opposed them. 
But though Athens was thus fallen and enslaved, she still re
tained the empire of mind. Socrates, Xenophon, and Plato, 
still resided within her dismantled walls; Alcibiades, Thru. 
ybulus, and Conon, though in exile, p<lI!I8BId such abilititlll 
88 few men could boast; and amid all their misery, the people 
flattered themselves that while tAey lived, Athens could notJ>e 
wholly undone. Their hopes were disappointed in Alcibiades, 
but more than realized in Thrasybu~us and Conon. 

The Tyrants also feared Alcibiades, and BOught his ruin. 
When the Lacedemonians gained the empire of the sea, he 
left his home in the Chersonesus, and took refuge in Bithynia ; 
intending, like Themistocles, to visit. the Persian court, .nd 
gain that protection from a foreign power, which his own 
country could not a1ford him. He was residing in a small 
village in Phrygia, when Lysander, having received a scytale 
from Sparta to get Alcibiades despatched, sent to desire Pharoa
bazus to put the decree in force. The persons entrusted with 
the execution of this dastardly order, surrounded the OOW18 
of the illustrious Athenian, and set it on fire. Alcibiadtlll 
forced his way through the flames, and drove back the bar
barians, who, retreating to a distance, overwhelmed him with 
a shower of darts and stones. He sunk down under a multi
tude of wounds, and expired. Timandra, his mistress, took 
up his body, dressed it in the finest robes she had, and per
formed over it those ceremonies necessary to secure the BOul 
an entl'ance into the kingdom of Pluto. 

Successful BO far, the Thirty proceeded to still greater 
lengths in wickedness. To support their riotous expenses, 
and pay their Spartan guard, they concluded to sel~ every 
one his man; accuse him of some crime; cause him to be 
put to death; and seize; upon his estate.. ~heramen~ ~ 
struck with horror at th18 proposal. He lDvelghed against It 
in the strongest terms, but he only brought destruction upon 
himself. Critias denounced him, and by bringing his gu.ro. 

18 
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with drawn swords about the place of trial, awed. the jud8M 
into a sentence or condemnation. He sprang to the altar, and 
claimed protection from its IIIlDctity j but the Thirty had 10llt 
all fear of the crime of I8Crilege j he was dragged to prison, 
and compelled to drink the hemlock j a fate which would 
have coriunanded more of our commisseration, had he not 
himself brought about a similar tragedy in the case of the 
victors at ArginUIIIII. 
Tbru- Meanwhile, Thraaybulus, who had been living at 
JboIUL Thebes, felt the miseries of his country, and longed to 
relieve them. He conversed with those who Bed thither from 
Athens, and sra:dually collected a party of followers, not for. 
midable indeed from their numbers, but all determined in the 
cause of freedom. Without exciting the suspicions of tbe 
Tbirty, he made the necessary arrangements, and with his 
little band, seized on the strong fortress of Phyle, about twelve 
miles from Athens. The Thirty, their guard, and the assis
tant 3000, marched out to dispOfl88SS tbem, and sat down 
before the town in the form of a regular siege j but a great 
snow storm coming on, they were obliged to march baCk to 
the city. Thrasybulus, being reinforced by other citizens, 
pursued his course, and took possession of Pineus. The Thir
ty, and all the foUowers they could muster, attacked them 
there but were defeated, and Critias was slain. As the rest 
were Bying, Thraaybulus cried out, "Wherefore do you lIy 
from me as a victor, rather than assist me as the avenger of 
your liberty. t Weare not enemies, but fellow-citizens; nei
ther have we declared against the city, but against the Thirty 
Tyrants." The attacking army listened and were convinced. 
'l'hraaybulus, at the head of his associates, and the volunteers 
who came over to his side, marched into the city in triumph, 
expelled the Thirty, and appointed ten magistrates in their 
room. The Tyrants met the death they so richly merited, and 
Athens resumed her ancient laws. The Spartans ratified the 
acts of 'fhrasybulus j- a general amnesty was proclaimed j it 
was decreed that all past actions should be buried in oblivion; 
and as these things took place in the archonship of the Eo
clides, all events beyond the time of legal memory were said 
to be "Before Euclides." The laws of Solon were trans
c~bed, and put in force, and quiet once more reigned in the 
Olty. 

* Pauaanias, the kiDg, secretly mvored Thraaybulu8, and obtained peace 
fbr Athflllll. 



SOCRATES. 1" 
Death of' At this time, when the greatest zeal was professed 
Socrates. for the revival of the ancient institutions, all who had 
uttered any thing against the old laws and usages of the state, 
were looked upon as dangerous persons. In this number was 
found the wise and virtuous Socrates.· Amid the darkness 
of paganism, he had attained the idea of On SUP"'MI!I BBING, 
whom he acknowledged as the framer and preserver of the uni
verse; and he consequently treated many of the superstitions 
of the times with contempt. Having also been ey&owitness to 
the inconstant, uncertain, and even t:1'Ue1 govemmentof the 
democracy, he bad expressed some aristocratic sentiments; 
and having been the tutor of Alcibiadee and Critias, their 
follies and vices were in some measure imputed to him. These 
circumstances constituted "the head and front of his ofFen
ding ;" but as the Athenians had been too much· engaged with 
other afthlrs to do more than to listen to the ridicule which the 
comic poets heaped upon him, no notice had been taken of his 
atheism; now, when the revolution of'l'hrasybulus had placed 
them again at ease, it seems to us quite natural, that they 
ehonld seal the dark scroll of a century, peculiar for instances 
of ingratitude, with the blood of the purest and wi&Iest of their 
citizens. 

• Socrates, the abn ofa statuary, was born, B. C. 470. He was exceed
ingly homely, IIJId very ungraceful in his mannen; and being depriVed DC 
JUj liUle property by the dishonesty of a relation, hi. proapects for riaing in 
the world were very emall; but a wealth~ A.thenian, oblerv!ng his love DC 
study, and wonderfUl abilities, took him mto his hoUl81.lI.Dd gave him the 
care DC his children. Here he had the privilese-of attenuing ilie lectures or 
&he moat eminent phUoaopben; and applied himaelf to the study oC nature. 
with a diligence that made him .. wiser than all his teacben." He served 
&he regular term in the militia, and signalized himaeIr at the siege of Pod
dea, both by his valor and the hardihood with which he endured fidigue. 
Bat tbough he did not refWle his country'. call to the field, he bed no taste 
lOr the excitements DC a military life. He loved better to walk through the 
Academia, attended by the youth of A.thellll, siving instruction by !'eking 
aach questilJ!ls as ex.poSed Lhe absurdltiea of error. lI!deed1 he looli". uJ!Oll 
the whole CILy as hi. school, and neglected no oeC8810n Of commumcattng 
moral wisdom to his Cellow citizens. It 1I\'a8 biB cuatolll, in the morning, to 
visit those placea aeUp&rt for gymnaatlc 8][erciaea; at noon, to mingle with 
the ~rowds in tile marketplaces; and to apencl thereatof the day where he 
coald instruct the greatelt number of penona. 11& 1M -mg, he gellllfYilly 
took a lecturefrom ltu tDife. This woman, whoae name was Xantippe, 8][er
eised her tongue upon the (ailinp oC the patient phUoaopher WIthout any 
mercy. Sometimel ahe would become 80 eDrapd as to tear his cloak upon 
his ahouldeH in the open street. Socrates, inet8ad of attempting to conirol 
her temper, consoled hilll8fllC with the idea, that if he could bear her innlta, 
DO other circamatance would have power to annoy him. While he was in 
CriaoD, his friends CIlDIe ~ lee hilll, and eDjoJ his convenation. One oC them, 
IlIIl8Dting that he Ihould die innocent, "-Wbat," BBid 8ocrate., .. woul4 

JOD have me die pilt)' 7" . 
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lDattigated by the rhetoricians and sophists, whom Socrates 
had irritated by his cutting sarcasms, a young man went to the 
king-arehon, and impeached him in the following form: "Me
litus, son of Melitus, declares these upon oath, against Socra
tes, son of Sophroniaeus. Socrates is guilty of reviling the 
gods whom the city acknowledges; and of preaching other 
Dew gods; moreover, he is guilty of corrupting the youth of 
Athens. Penalty,~eath." Before the ease was tried, one 
of his friends composed a speech, and brought it to Socrates 
for his defence; but he refused to use it, or to resort to any of 
those methods by which criminals are accustomed to move the 
hearts of their judges to mercy. He looked upon death with 
pleasure, as a relief from the joyless period of old age. He 
however, declared his innocence in the strongest terms, and 
contended that he deserved rewards and honors, rather than 
the punishment of the malefactor. After his condemnation, 
he addressed his judges in a speech of some length, and in 
conclusion said, "But it is time for me to depart-I to die, you 
to live; but which for the greater good, God only knows." It 
was customary to execute on the day following trial, but as 
the sacred galley had just been crowned and sent to Delos, it 
was not lawful to put anyone to death till its return. Thus 
for thirty days, Socrates lived in the prison, CClnversing freely 
with his friends, and unfolding his doctrines with the greatest 
force and power. When the tatal cup was brought to him, he 
took it with a serene air, and drank its contents with tho most 
perfect composure. . He walked about till he felt the poison 
beginning to work, and then lay down and expired, B. C. 400. 
He was seventy years of age. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 400. SABAH. 

Theban Supremacy. Macedonia. Philip, Alexander the Great conquer. 
Aail. Battle of lpeua. The empire divided into four parlll. 

Beueat of tbe In the first year of the former century, Cyrus 
Ten Thousand. betrayed the secret of the favor with which he 
had treated the Laeedemonians. Looking upon them as the 
bravest soldiers of Greece, he had sought to attach them to 
his person, that they might assist him in a revolt against his 
brother, Artaxerxes Mnemon. The Grecians who were led 
by him in this enterprise, to the plains of the Euphrates, con
sisted of a body of Spartans under Clearchus; a body of 
Athenians under Proxenus, and volunteers from the other 
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lltates, amounting in all to thirteen thousand men. Cyrus 
baTing been slain in the battle of Cunum, the Greeks were 
left without a leader or guide in a strange land. 

By the chances of war, the lenp;th of the way, and the in
clemencies of the season, they hacT lost three thousand of their 
number; but in the beginning of this century, the famous 
Ten Thousand reached Byzantium in safety. Opinions were 
then divided 8.l!I to what course it was best to pursue. Some 
proposed to seize upon several cities of the Chel'8Onesus, and 
£lant a colony there; others were for returning directly home. 
rhe states which owned the adventurers were little pleased 
with the prospect of being visited by ten thousand armed men, 
who had subsisted by plunder more than a year; they began, 
therefore, to plan a war which should engage the attention 
of the returning soldiers. The Ionian colonies of Asia Mi
nor, having contributed money and men to the unfortunate ex
pedition of Cyrus, began now to fear the vengeance of their 
king, whose satrap, Tissaphernes, had returned, clothed with 
new powers, to Sardis. Messengers from the Ionians arrived 
in L8.cedemon, imploring protection, just about the time that 
the Spartans were inquiring where a war could be kindled to 
the best advantage. It was immediately determined to grant 
the required aid, and the forces sent out from home, were di
rected to enlist the forces just returning from the east. Xe
nophon, with a body of six thousand, accordingly entered the 
army of Agesilaus,. and from his pen we have an account of 
thoae exploits of the Spartans, which made the monarch trem
ble in his distant capital at Susa. Convinced by the victories 
of Marathon, Thermopylm, Salamis, and Platea, of the immense 
superiority of the Grecian soldiers over the common hirelings 
of the day; and now stimulated by the glorious " retreat of tlie 
Ten Thousand," Agesilaus formed the bold and grand design 
of dism6mbering the Persian Empire, and giving to each sa
trapy its freedom, as freedom was understood among the 
Greeks. 

The good old king, Archidamus, who led the con
Aleailaua. federates in the beginning ofthe Peloponnesian war, at 
his death, left two SODS, Agis, who succeeded him, and AGESI
LAus, who was at that time quite young. As the crown belonged 
in the family of Agis, Agesilaus had nothing before him but a 
private station, and therefore was educated according to the 

• See page 128. 
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iDatitutiona of Lycursus; but he always showed such an ..... 
~ition to excel, and at the same time such a sense of hoDor 
and justice, as made him the peculiar favorite of his compan
ions. When hiS brother refused to acknowledge Leotychldas, 
collllidering him the son of Alcibiades, Agesila1JS began to 
entertain hopes of the crown; and no sooner was Agis dead, 
than Lyaander, by various inlrigues, raised him to the throne 
of Sparta. This being accomplished about the time that the 
Ionian colonies sent to Sparta for assistance, Lysander per
lUBded Ageeilaus to undertake the affair, and went himself in 
the capacity of counselor. 
'l'be i When Agesilaus arrived at Ephesus, Ta
ofB.8."".l&~ phernes sent to inquire what had induced him to 

and 31M. take up arms in Asia. Agesilaus replied, that he 
had come to aid the Greeks established there, and to restore to 
them their ancient liberty. The satrap 88SUred him that his 
master would give the Greek cities their freedom; and finally 
engaged him to enter into a truce, while couriers could go to 
Susa, and return with the commands of the great king himself. 
Agesilaus spent this inte"al in making suitable regulations, 
and learning the exact force of the cities; but Tissaphemes, 
false as ever, privately assembled troops on all sides. Having 
every thing prepared, he sent heralds to Agesilaus, command
ing him to withdraw immediately from Asia, and declaring 
war· against him in case of refusal. To be revenged upon 
Tissaphernes, Agesilaus ~ve out that· he was going to plun
der the province of Carla, but, when the barbarians were 
drawn to that quarter, he turned suddenly into Phrygia, took 
many cities, and enriched himself with immense spoil. 

395. The next spring, he intimated that he should visit 
Lydia. The statrap did not believe him; and Agesilaus had 
established himself upon the plains of Sardis before Tissa
phernes could get there with his forces, and when the armies 
met, the Greeks routed the barbarians, with great slaughter. 
This campaign finished the race of Tissaphernes. The 
treacherous satrap; who had deceived the Spartans and the 
Athenians; who had acted the part of informer twice by 
young Cyrus; and stained his hands with the blood of the 
Grecian generals; now being thought guilty of treason to his 
IOvereign, was beheaded. 

From Lydia, Agesilaus marched into the province of Phar
nabazus, where he pitched his camp, and not only lived in 
plenty, but collected large subsidies. Pharnabazus, instead of 
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attenJpting to drive him away, collected IUs furniture, and 
IDOVed about from place to place. At last, becoming wearied 

. with this manner of life, he sent to desire a conference with 
his enemy. Agesilaus assented, and coming first to the place 
appointed with his friends, sat down upon the long grass in the 
shade. The PersiaI:' grandee came up, and his se"ants, u 
their custom was, began to spread 110ft skins for him to recline 
upon, but he had the grace to be ashamed of this luxury, and 
carelessly threw himself upon the ground, beside the Spartan. 

He opened the negotiation by complaining of the Spartana 
for ravaging his country, when he had always been their 
friend, and had assisted them 80 much against the Athenians. 
Agesilaus was a little embarrassed by this just rebuke, but ex
cused himself by inviting Pharnabazus to join the league 
against the king; telling him that from the moment he threw 
off his vassalage, the Grecian arms, ships, and battalions 
should become the guardians of his liberty. Pharnabazua 
replied, "If the king sends another lieutenant in my room, I 
will be with you; but while he continues me in the govern
ment, I will to the best of my power, repel force with force, 
and make reprisals upon you for him." Agesilaus, charmed 
with this reply, took his hand, and parted with him in the most 
friendly manner. All Asia was now ready to revolt from the 
Persians. Agesilaus settled the police of the cities, and 
brought them into excellent order, without banishing or putting 
to death a single subject. Encouraged by the success which 
bad crowned his efforts, he determined to remove the seat of 
war from the coasts of the Egean, to the heart of Persia, that 
the king might be called upon to fight for Ecbalana and Susa, 
instead of sitting there at his ease, and hiring the states of 
Greece to destroy each other. 

In the midst of these splendid schemes, a messenger came 
to him from Greece, to tell him that Sparla was involved in a 
war with the other states, and that the Ephori had sent him 
orders to come home and defend his own country. '1'0 explain 
the reasons of this command, which stopped the conquests of 
Agesilllus, and left Asia unconquered for Alexander, it will be 
necessary to examine the position of the different republics, 
after the fall of Athens. 
8 rta and When the Peloponnesian war closed, the Spartans 
~bes. considered themselves undisputed masters of Greece. 

Those states, however, that had been 80 anxious to exchange 
the supremacy of Athens for that of Lacedemon, found they 
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were Do great gainers by the bargain. Spa1'lan pride was 
quite as intolerable as Athenian arrogance. Corinth, in par· 
ticular, who had felt hel'l!lelf a very important character during 
the war, disliked to assume the position of an humble any; 
and Thebes also, having gt'IIAJually raised to eminence, began 
to aim at independence. The result was, Corinth, Thebes, 
Athens, and several other cities entered into a league 
against Sparta. Instead of allowing, as formerly, supremacy 
to one republic, the new confederates formed a congress, com· 
posed of deputies from the different states who should be em
powered to regulate the affairs of the Greek nation. This 
league was devised and carried into effect by orators, whom 
Tithraustes, successor to Tissaphernes, had hired- to excite a 
war in Greece, thinking that such an event would occasion the 
recall of Agesilaus. The Spartans sent an anny into Beotia, 
under Pausanias, and directed Lysander to draw down with his 
forces from the Hellespont. He did so, but failing to effect a 
junction with his king, he was defeated and slain. Pausanias, 
not thinking it prudent to hazard another engagement, merely 
begged a truce to perform the funeral rites of the slain. The 
Ephori cited him to give an account of his measures, but fear
ing punishment for his unskilful conduct, he fled to another 
city. In this embarrassing position of their a.fIhlrs, the Spar
tans were compelled to send for Agesilaus from Asia, at the very 
time when he seemed likely to humble the Persian Empire in 
the dust. Unwelcome as was this call to Agesilaus, still he 
hesitated not to obey it. Hastily arranging his affiUrs, in such 
a manner that they might be in readiness for his return, he 
marched to the Hellespont, crossed Thrace and Macedonia, 
and entered Thessaly by nearly the same route that Xerxes 
had traveled about a century before. As he was passing 
through this country, he heard that a great battle had been 
fought near Corinth, in which the Spartnns were victorious; 
but instead of being elated by the intelligence, he exclaimed, 
with a deep sigh, "Unhappy Greece! why hast thou destroy
ed with thy own hands, so many brave men, who, had they 
Jived, might have conquered all the barbarians in the world." 
Having passed the straits of Thermopylre, and traversed Pha. 
cis, he entered Beotia, and encamped upon the plains of Cbe
roneia. Here the army of the allies met bim, and a battle 

• He hired them wi!.h 30,000 pieces of moDeJ impreMed wit.h the ~ of 
an archer; which gave Agesilaus occasion to Bay. "that 30,000 of !.he king'. 
cn:Aer. drove him oal of Asia." 
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was fought which Xenophon says was the most furious one of 
his time. Agesilaus was pierced through his armor with spears 
and swords in many places. He was howevet victorious. 
Though much weakened by his wounds, he would not retire 
to his tent, till he had been carried through all his battalions, 
and seen the dead borne off upon their shields. This splendid 
victory, however, could not relieve his mind from the anxiety 
occasioned by the distressing intelligence which he received a 
few days before the battle. 
Con det\!ata That Conon who tied witb nine ships from the 
IIIe o~. disastrous action at Egos potamos, had not been 

- -. unmindful of his country in her fallen state. When 
Evagoras first received him, Conon entered readily into his 
service, doing all in his power to improve the Cyprian tleet; 
and no sooner had Agesilaus left Asia, than he brought about 
an alliance between his friend and Pharnabazus. He even 
visited the court of Artaxerxes, and convinced that monareh 
of his own ability to drive the Spartans out of the Egean, if he 
had but a tleet. Thus, before Agesilaus had reached Beotia, 
Conon, Evagoras, and Phamabazus, were furnisbed witb ships. 
money, and men, to revenge the injuries of their several coun
tries, upon the Spartans. Agesilaus had left the Spartan 
fleet under the command of his brother.in.law, a brave but 
inexperienced officer. Conon, with his confederates, attacked, 
defeated, and slew him, and took fifty ships. This was the 
news which reached Agesilaus in Beotia, and destroyed at once 
the hopes he had formed of subverting the Persian Empire. 
Though victorious in every engagement, on his route from 
Beotia to Sparta, he could not escape the painful reflection 
that his parent state had already lost the command of the sea, 
and that the armies which should have conquered her most 
distant foes, were only able to protect her at home. 
Two d1 The next spring, Conon and Pllamabazus under
liODB. ~~ took the work of revolution, and from the shore of 

rebullL Ionia to the oft-eonquered Melos, every island 
threw off the yoke of Sparta. Thence proceeding to the 
coast of Laconia, they effected a landing in various places, 
plundered and ravaged the country, and sailed away before 
the inhabitants had time to rally in self-defence. They took 
the island of Cythera, and placed it under an Athenian gar
rison. Then directing their course to the Corinthian istbmus 
where the congress of the confederacy was assembled, they 
visited the leading men, concerted measures with them for 
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prosecuting the war with Sparta, and having flJl'llished them 
with a sum of money, sailed again for Asia. 

Encouraged by the joy of Pharnabazus at this successful 
expedition, Conon now revealed the design he had meditated 
from the beginning. He represented the expense and incon
venience to Persia of maintaining the fleet, and he proposed 
that the satrap should transfer this bu~hen to Athens, after 
having first put her in a situation to exact tribute from the 
islands as formerly; and secured her against the attacks of 
Lacedemon. The liberality of Pharnabazus granted all that 
Conon desired. He permitted him to re-establish A.t1aeniaa 
supremacy in the Egean, and to rebuild his native city. 

Thus the unfortunate commander at ...Egos potamos, after 
thirteen years' voluntary exile, returned with the present of 
a fleet, fortifications, money, timber, masons, mechanics, and 
dominion in his hand, to restore his ruined country. The 
states of the confederacy lent their aid to the city, which they 
had formerly hated and humbled; every person wrought with 
diligence, and Athens soon "rose like a Phrenix from her 
ashes." The long wall, which Lysander had demolished with 
insulting triumphs of music, were rebuilt; and the city looked 
again from the harbor of Pirreus over a sea of which she was 
undisputed queen. . 
Death ofnr- Thrasybulus was honored with the command 

JboIU& of the new fleet which Athens had thus most 
unexpectedly received. He sailed first to the Hellespont to 
re-establish Athenian dominion, and having fortified the seve
ral towns upon the Thracian coast, proceeded to Byzantium, 
where he restored the collection of toll from the trade of the 
Euxine. He had similar success at Chalcedon, and moving 
thence to Lesbos, re.conquered the island, and passed the win, 
ter there in a safe and commodious harbor. In the spring he 
coasted along among the islands and maritime towns, till he 
came to the river Eurymedon, the scene of the double victory 
of Cimon, to demand tribute of the Aspendians. They paid 
the tax, for they were unable to make effectual resistance; but 
exasperated by some excesses of the soldiers, they attacked 
the Athenian camp by night, and killed Thrasybulus in his 
tent. Such was the end of Thrasybulus, a man of the highest 
estimation, and worthy to rank with Aristides and Cimon. 

Trace Ihe coune of Tluuybulll8. 
Bead IIIl account ot Cimon'. victories on pap 157, 
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The peKe or Meantime, the Lacedemoniaoa, humbled aDd die
.ADtalcidu. tnaed, turned their thoughts to a reconciliation 
with Persia. For this purpose they sent Antalcidas, a man 
who bad lived Ions in Ama Minor, to Teribazus, satrap of Sar
dis, with propoals of peace; aDd also directed him to state 
that Conon had defrauded the great king of the money given 
him to rebuild Athens; aDd that he had formed the design of 
driviBg the Persians out of Eolia and Ionia. The other states 
of Greece, hearing of the negotiation contemplated by Sparta, 
sent each a deputy to secure an equitable adjustment of affirlrs. 
Conon was the minister from Athens, but no IOOner had he 
arrived, than Teribazus, regardless of his sacred character, 
threw him into prison. The other ambassadors objected to 
every article in the proposed treaty, and were consequently 
dismissed without having efFected any thing, while the crafty 
satrap, having secured the only man he feared, visited Susa 
to learn the pleasure of the great king. Conon, in the absence 
of his only friend,- pined to death in prison, or was privately 
executed. . 

Thus deprived of her generals, Athens was not averse to 
peace; and when Teribazus, upon his return, summoned a 
congress of deputies from all the belligerent states, her minis
ters were sent with the others to listen to proposals for a gen
eral pacification. 

The congress being duly opened, Teribazus produced a 
writing sealed with the king's signet, and read· the arbitration, 
or rather, the command of the Persian monarch, in the fol
lowing words :_U Artaxerxes, the king, holds it just, That aU 
cities on the continent of Asia belong to his dominion, togeth
er with the islands of Clazomenre and Cyprus; and that all 
other Grecian cities, little and great, be independent, except 
that the islands of Lemnos, Imbros, and Sciros, remain as of 
old, under the dominion of Athens. If any refuse these terms, 
againat such I will join in war with those who accept them, and 
give my assistance, by land and by sea, with ships and with 
money." These terms, which destroyed at once all the schemes 
of conquest which Agesilaus had formed, which wrested from 
Athens her most valuable dependencies, and gave to Persia 
almost all she had ever claimed, were acceded to, either 
willingly or unwillingly, by all the states. 

Thus peace was established throughout Greece and Asia 
• Phamabazua, who, baving married the king'. daughter, bad removed to 

SUI .. 



GREECE. 

Minor, the &eets were laid up, or employed in friendly CCIIDo 

merce, the soldiers were dismiseed to their homes, and " the 
land had rest from war." 
01 Wan The universal quiet which reigned for 8OID8 time 

War. after the ratification of this treaty, was interrupted by 
the arrival of persons at Lacedemon, who came to complain 
that Olynthus, having engaged most of the towns of the Cbal· 
cidiee in a confederacy, h8.d nearly expelled Amyntas, king of 
Macedon, from his government. Ministers had pasaed b&
tween Olynthus, and Athens, and Thebes; and the complain
ants represeRted to the Spartans, that a powerful coalition 
was forming in that quarter, which would overthrow the su
premacy of Lacedemon, and destroy the liberties of Greece. 

A congress of the Peloponnesian allies was immediately 
summoned; the subject laid before them in a11 its political 
bearings; and a resolution taken to send ten thousand men 
into MD.cedonia. Such forces as could readily be collected, set 
out immediately. They lost no time in traversin" the fre
quented route through Corinth, Megara, Beotia, and rhessa1y; 
and as Potidrea gladly opened its gates to them, they found 
comfortable quarters to await the other troops. 

Trace the route of the troopI from Sparta to Potidea. 

Thebes seized The remaining division was Sent off under the 
bt- Pbcebidaa. command of Phcebidas, who, quitting the line of his 
instructions, set on fire a train of evils which kindled another 
Peloponnesian w~, and destroyed forever the supremacy of La· 
cedemon. 

In his march northward, he encamped for the night under 
the walls of Thebes. The leader of the aristocratic party in 
the city, found his way to the tent of Phcebidas and invited 
him to enter the city, seize the Cadmeia,· and change the 
government. This temptation was too strong for the virtue of 
the Spartan. He entered the town by night, and took p0s
session by force of arms. The leaders of the democratic 
party were thrown into prison, many of the citizens fled to 
different places, and a band of about four hundred found re
fuge in Athens. 

When an account of this affair was carried to Sparta, the 
ephors fined Phcebidas for turning aside from his duty ; but 
they sent Archias to govern Thebes, and appointed officers as 
they would for a conquered city. The war in Olynthu8 still 

* The citedel of Thebee, named fiom Cadm1l8. 
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went on with various BUCCeIIII. No permanent advantage W88 

sahted till Agesipolill, the young colleague of Agesilaua, wu 
aent thither to take the command. He wasted the Olynthian ' 
aerritory; he took Torone by stann; but in the midst of hie 
BUCCeIJI, he was .l8ized with a fever, which soon tenninated hie 
life. His body was preserved in hooey, and carried the IODg 
and diilicult journey to Sparta, to.be interred with the usual 
centmODies, in the tombs of the Spartan kings. Cleombrotua, 
his brotaer, 8IlCceeded him. • 

But though the Olynthians were thus delivered from their 
most active foe, they were in extreme distress. In resisting 
the power of Laceclemon, they had counted on assistance from 
BeGtia and Auica. The uneJ:pected revolution in Thebes had, 
boweV'6r, cut off aU aid from these sources, and without losing 
any decisive battle, they were compelled to surrender, B. 
C.379. 

Who was Age8ipolia 1 Trace his route. 

TIle counter revo- The new government of their city wu any 
Iqtioq in Thebes. thing but grateful to the body of the Theban 
people. It happenoo soon after the surrender of Olynthus, 
that Phyllidas, the secretary of Archias, was sent to Athens on 
business. While there, he fell into conversation with Ii. The
ban exile, an old friend, and having explained the state of 
things in his native city, began to deplore the miseries which 
Spartan treachery had brought upon his fellow-citizens. The 
conversation resulted in a plot to overthrow the tyranny which 
Sparta had established in Thebes, and restore again the demo
cratic form of government. It was carried into execution in 
the following manner: A select band of exiles set out from 
Athens, and without exciting suspicion, quartered themselves 
in a little town not far from Thebes. Pelopidas and Melon, 
the leaders, then choosing ten associates, dressed themselves 
like hunters, and beat about the woods with poles and hounds, 
lIB if in search of game. About night-fall, they entered the 
city at different gates, where they were met by their accom
plices, and conducted to the house of one Charon, a patriot of 
great wealth and respectability. 

Phyllidas had performed his part with equal success. H. 
had invited Archias and Philip, with the principal Spartan ru
lers to his house, under promise of introducing them to some 
of the most beautiful women in Thebes. Scarcely, however, 
bad the entertainment commenced, when a rumor reubecl 
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them that the eliDes were concealed IIOIIl8wltere ill the city, 
and they seBt immediately for Charon. The COIUIpiraton 
looked upon themselves as lost; but the intrepid Chana 
obeyed the summons with alacrity. He replied to the que. 
tioM>of the polemarobs in such a manner as entirely lulled 
their suspicions, and departed with their authority, to inquin 
into the affair. PhyUidas then led h~ guests back to their 
wine, when a new dang.er threw him into the utIQoBt coJlllter. 
nation. A horseman, sent from Athens by those who had 
learned the particulars of the plot, riding in hot haste, came 

, up to the door, and dismounting, forced his way into the but
queting room. "My lord," said he, out of breath with the 
speed he had made, "here are letters from a friend of yours, 
who begs you will read them immediately, bfting serious af
fairs." "Serious afl8irs to-morrow," replied Archias, laughiDg. 
and thrusting the letters under his pillow. Phyllidasnowentered 
to say that the women were arrived, and the tyrants comman
ding them to be introduced, Charon and his friends came in, 
clothed in female attire, and crowned with garlands. The 
drunken lords received them with shouts of joy; but the pre
tended women, having each selllCted his man, drew their 
swords, and rushed upon them with the greatest fury. They 
made but a feeble resistance, and the conspirators soon issued 
from the house in triumph. Messengers were then sent to 
bring up their fellows left on the way; the prison doorB 
were thrown open, and five hundred Thehans issued from their 
dungeons to join the ranks of freemen. Criers went up aDd 
down the streets, calling upon the people to resume their liber
ties; and arms were taken from the shops and distributed to 
all who joined in the cry against Sparta. Epaminondas,· 
with. a few chosen followers, joined the conspirators; the 
howies were filled with torches; the streets were thronged with 
a multidude who hardly knew what had happened, or which side 
to take; and Dever was there such a night of confusion, 
anxiety, and hope, in Thebes. 

The Lacedemonian garrison in the citadel, though one thou
~d five hundred strong, knew not the limited extent of the 
conspiracy, but seeing the tumult, set a guard at all the gates 

• An iudmate friend of PelOJIide!, who deli,hted in philOBOphini .a.diII 
and the practice of every virtue. He was never known to ten a lie, eva 
inje.L When the Spartan •• eized upon Thebes, Pelopidas 8ed to Athear, 
IRic EpalDinondaa, hemg looked upon as a mere phiJOIopber, remeined iD 
die city,. mel did all ill. his power to in8pire the youlb with aenlimeDli fA 
bravery. 
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of the Cadmea, and despatched a messenger to Sparta for as
sistance. The next day the revolutionists were reinforced by 
the arrival of numerous exiles and armed cavalrv from Atb
en& An assembly of the people was summoned, -and address
ed by Epaminondas, who exhorted all to aid in the restoration 
of tbe ancient freedom of their city. His appeal was an
swered by loud acclamations and clapping of hands; and Pelo
pidas, Melon, and Charon, were unanimously chosen ma
gistrates. 
. The courier arriv~ at Sparta, and told his news. A band 
of soldiers was immediately sent off, but did not reach Tbebes 
in tim~ to interrupt the progress of the revolution. The gar
rison, pressed by famine, had already capitUlated; and the city 
of Cadmus was free. Such was the commencement of the 
aeoond Peloponnesian war, which ended in the humiliation of 
Sparta, 8.6 the first did in that of Athens. 

Second Peloponneaian War. 

It remained now for the Lacedemonian government to pun
ish the .rebellion at Thebes, or resign at once the supremacy 
of Greece. The latter thought was not to be tolerated, the 
former was therefore resolved upon, and though mid-winter, 
the army was ordered to march into Beotia. The grand pur
pose of Agesilaus being to unite the Grecian states ~ an 
attack upon the power of Persia, he was extremely averse to 
\his war. The. command of the army was consequently com· 
mitted to Cleombrotus, his brother sovereign. 

Athens, still unrecovered from the wounds which Sparta 
had inflicted upon herself, and seeing the great preparations 
making against Thebes, scarcely knew which side to take. 
While she continued thus irresolute, Sphodrias, a Spartan gen
eral, made an unsuccessful attempt to seize upon the Pirmu& 
This furnished a fine argument for the orators in Beotian 
interest. They declared that the Lacedem~ians meant to 
subvert the liberties of the Athenians, as they had done of the 
Thebans; and such a storm of invective was raised, that all in 
favor of moderate measures were obliged to hide their heads, 
while war, offensive and defensive, became the popular care. 
Ships were built, soldiers were levied, and every thing pre
pared to assist Thebes in the approaching contest. M~ 
while, the Beotian lands were ravaged by the PelopoDn8Slan 
forces, and Thebes suffered almost famine from the repeated 
destruction of her hanesIB. It would require too much space 
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to detail all the petty skirmishes, political intrigues, and short. 
lived factioDB, which occurred during the seven yean that 
followed the attack of Sphodrias upon the PiJ'reus_ Athena, 
intiJnidated by the mighty army which passed th-rough her 
borders to Beotia, renounced the allianCe of Thebes, and 
assumed as nearly as possible, a neutral position. But during 
all this time the Thebans had been learning the art of war, 
inuring their bodies to labor, and acquiring both experience 
and courage in their various encounters with the Spartans. 
The Sacred Theban Band, or band of lover" consisting of 
three hundred youths, bound together by the ties of friendship, 
and all sworn to die side by side, rather than 8y before an 
eo&my, had been muned by Pelopidas, and inspired with an 
ardent desire to establish the liberty of their country. PeIop
idas, indeed, was never idle. From the day that ..he was 
chosen general, to the day of his death, he was always eD~ 
in some public employment, either as captain of the SBcied 
Band, or as governor of Thebes. 
Battle of 371. The Lacedemonians, having made peace with 
Leucua. all tbe other Grecian states, determined to strike a deci
aive blow in Beotia. Cleombrotus was therefore sent thither, 
with 10,000 foot and 1000 horse, and otber troops joined them 
on the way, till his al'my swelled to 20,000. 

Epaminondas, who was at that time commander-in-chief of 
. the Theban forces, could bring only 6000 men into the field; 
but as universal terror of the Spartans forbade the hope or 
pining any allies, be and his friend Pelopidas, decided to join 
6attle with their enemies. Having taken their resolution, 
they strengthened tbe hopes of their army with all the favor
able omens and prognostications they could put in circulation; 
and thus, strong in the confidence that the fates were propi
tious, the troops advanced joyfully to Leuctra. Epaminondas, 
being unable to oppose front to front, and man to man, in the 
battle, placed his men in the shape of a wedge, and made his 
attack directly upon the point where Cleombrotus was sta
tioned. The enemy perceiving this, began to extend the 
right wing to surround the Thebans; but Pelopidas coming 
up just at the moment, with his three hundred invincible&, 
threw them into disorder, and completely frustrated their 
design. The consequence was, such a rout and slau~ter 8S 

never had been known before. Cleombrotus was carried from 
the field mortally wounded. The Lacedemonians lost 4000 
men, and then tied to their entrenehments. The Thebans 
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had only 300 men killed. They erected a trophy upon the 
spot, which W88 esteemed the most glorious and moet impor
tant ever won in a battle of Greeks with Greeks. When 
Epaminondas W88 congratulated upon his most unparalleled 
victory, he replied, "1 think only of the happiness it will give 
my mother." 

The news of this defeat reached Sparta while the people 
were engaged in the celebration of public games. The ephors 
to whom tlie despatches were delivered, without interrupting 
the entertainment, communicated the names of the slain to 
their relatives, but forbade the women to make the clamorous 
lamentations common on such occasions. Next day the 
parents of those who had fallen in the battle, went to the 
temples to thank the gods for the glory their sons had ac
quired, while those whose ~hildren still survived, were over
whelmed with the deepest affliction. The law also augmented 
their misery. Those who Bed from the field were to be 
degraded, 80 that it would be a disgrace to intennarry with 
them; they were compelled to wear patched and party col
ored, mean and dirty garments, to go half abaved, aDd sutrer 
every insult and abuse. Such numbers had incurred thelle 
severe penalties, that a public commotion was feared; besides, 
these soldiers could ill be spared at a time when it was neces
sary to recruit the army. In this distressing emergellCY, the 
whole power was placed in the hands of Agesilaus. He made 
a decree that the law should lie dormant for one· day I and tho. 
the citizens were saved from infamy. 

Traee Cleombrorue ftom Sparta. to Leuctnt. 

lanaion or Pe- Nor was it long before Sparta needed all her 
loponne_. soldiers to protect her own territory. Numbers 

of Greek cities, before neutral, made alliance with Thebes,· 
and Epaminondas soon saw himself at the head of 70,000 
men. With this overwhelming force he invaded PelOpon
nesus. It was 700 years since the Dorians established them. 
selves in Laconia, and in all that time their country had never 
been invaded by a hostile army. Agesilaus had often boasted 
that "no woman of Sparta had ever seen the smoke of an 
enemy's camp;" how deep, then, was his mortification, when 
70 000 men crossed tbe Eurotas, captured several Lacedemo. 
ni~ towns, and ravaged all the lands to the sea ~ pitching their 
tents in whatever spot they chose, and spreadlDg themselves 
over the country "like grass-hoppers for multitude." Not 
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was this all. The Thebans published a decree recalling the 
Messenians to their ancient inheritance. They came from 
Rhegium, from Sicily, from Naupactus, and from all places 
where they had taken refuge in the dark day of adversity. 
The Thebans and their allies exerted themselves with such 
zeal in the rebuilding and fortifying of Ithome, that the city 
was completed in eighty-five days. The entrance of the Mas
aenians to the home of their fathers, was attended with pomp 
and ceremony, and solemn sacrifices. Amid all their wander
ings and desolations, they had retained their laws, religion, 
and language; and now, regaining their place among the 
nations of the earth, they took possession of the lands from 
which their forefathers had been banished two hundred and 
eighty-seven years before, with the proud consciousness that 
they were able to defend them even against the power of 
Sparta. Thus the province of Messenia, amounting to half 
her territory, was lost to Lacedemon forever. 

On their return from this expedition, Epaminondas and Pe
lopidas were brought to trial for having retained their authoriiy 
four months beyond the time prescribed by law. Pelopidas 
condescended to beg his life of the people, but Epaminondaa 
boldly defended the course he had taken, and made SIlch an 
eloquent appeal to the feelings of his judges that he returned 
from the place of trial with more glory than from the field of 
Leuctra. 
'Polltlcal During the next five years, these two illustrutious 
dilin. ~nerals passed through great varieties of fortune. In 
the year B. C. 368, Epaminondas again invaded Peloponnesus, 
but not being so successful as before, he was degraded to the 
rank of a private soldier, in which capacity he marched with 
the army into Thessaly. Here the Thebans were reduced to 
the greatest distress, and again had recourse to the wisdom of 
~paminondas, who, being made general, effected their retreat 
lD safety. Two years after, he led an army into Achaia, and 
brought the whole confederation into the Theban alliance. 
Pelopidas was sent over to Asia Minor to contract an alliance 
with the great king. Artaxerxes rejoiced to see him, and 
loaded him with honors; confirmed the restoration of Mes
aenia, and reckoned the Thebans among his hereditary friends. 
Upon his return, Pelopidas being sent against Alexander," 
Thessalian tyrant, was slain in battle, and Epaminondas"'" 
left alone to guide the helm of the Theban state. It WIllI an 
arduous task. The Grecian states began to perceive that 
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Thebes was merely endeavoring to wrest from Sparta that 
supremacy which Sparta had wrested from Athens. It was 
at best but a change of masters that they had gained, and dis
appointed of liberty they began to incline again to aristoc
racy. Athens on her part became jealous of the rising glory 
of Thebes. If she must have 0. rival she preferred thnt that 
rival should be in Peloponnesus rather than in Hallas; accord
ingly, she forsook the alliance of the city she had helped to 
elevate, and gave her friendship to her ancient enemy, Sparta. 

The Arcadians invaded Elis and plundered Olympia, which 
sacrilegious act tore open again the unhealed wounds of civil 
discord. As Sparta seemed to take the part of the plunderers, 
they made proposals for a renewal of the former alliance, upon 
which the Theban minister at Mantinea imprisoned some of 
the principal citizens for treason. Messengers were imme
diately sent to Thebes to complain of his conduct. Eparni
noudas told the deputies that the Theban minister had done 
well when he seized the Arcadians, for the Thebans invaded 
Peloponnesus the first time only to benefit Arcadia, and that 
any proposal of peace on their part waB treason to Thebes. 
"Be assured, therefore," he added, "we will march into Ar
cadia, and with our numerous friends there prosecute the war." 
The return of the ambassadors with this answer put all Pelo
ponnesus in a ferment. Each state felt indignant for itself in 
particular, and for Peloponnesus in general, that Thebes, a 
power just risen, should presume to command war for them in 
their own peninsula when they desired peace; and what was 
worse, should dare to marc~ an army into their territory to 
enforce such a command. Arcadia, Elis, and Achaia com
posed their difficulties as soon as possible;, made alliance with 
Lacedemon in the common cause, and messengers were sent 
to Athens for aid in resisting the growing power of Thebes. 
Battle or . To overthrow this confederacy, and punish the de
MaDtiDea. fection of his former allies, Epaminondas invaded :the 
Peloponnesus for the fourth time, B. C. 366. He had under 
his command the effective force of all the Beotian towns, and 
numerous auxiliaries from Thessaly and Locris. On his en
trance into the Peloponnesus, all the disaffected joined his ar
my; and the Messenians, who looked upon him as the restorer 
and champion of their country, flocked to his standard, so that 
his troops ~atly outnumbered those of the enemy. 

The comblDed forces of Peloponnesus were encamped at Man
tinea, and Epaminoudas, hearing that Sparta had been left un-
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protected, directed his march thither; and but for intelligence 
conveyed to Agesilaus, by a Cretan, the city would have beeI 
taken, says the historian, "like a bird's nest destitute of de
fenders." Agesilaus, upon hearing that the Thebans were 
coming down the mountain road, put himself at the head of biI 
troops, and marching with great rapidity, reached the place 
before them. They now felt the truth of Lycurgu8' declara
tion, that" That city is well defended which has a wall of men, 
instead of brick." It was impossible to take a place, where 
every man fought for his own hearth-stone; and Epaminon· 
das reluctantly gave orders to withdraw, after a severe skir· 
mish, in which numbers were slain. Failing in this project, 
he immediately conceived another of equal importance. It 
was summer, and thinking the Mantineans would be engaged 
in gathering in their harvest, he sent his cavalry forward to in. 
tercept the convoys, and capture the laborers. This plan, 100, 
failed by an unexpected occurrence. The cavalry tra"ersed 
the lofty mountain barrier of Lacedemon without accident, anti 
found, as they anticipated, the slaves, cattle, and citizens of 
Mantinea, at work in their fields. A body of Athenian horse 
had just arrived, and were waiting for refreshment after a 
forced march of two days. When the Mantineans saw the 
Thebans approaching, they quitted their labor in the utlDOlt 
alarm, and besought the Athenians to re-mount, weary as they 
were, and fly to the reacue. They immediately complied, and 
jealous for the glory of their country, spurred their jaded 
steeds to the scene of pillage, and engaged, at fearful 00de, 
with the renowned. Th ... lian lnd Theban cavalry. Bra ... 
men fell on both sides; but the enemy were finally repulsed, 
and the Athenians brought off their allies in Mfety, with all 
their property. Epaminondas now found it necessary to give 
battle. With the aid of a skilful general, he ranged his troops 
in the order in which he intended to fight, and caused them to 
march in a column upon the bills, until within about a mile of 
Mantinea, where they halted, and laid down their arms, 88 if 
preparing to encamp. Deceived by this movement, the en. 
my quitted their ranks and dispersed themselves about the camp, 
wherever interest or curiosity led them. Soddenly the The
bans resumed their arms, and marched directly towards Man
tinea. Their approach threw the Peloponnesians into the ut
most confusion. Some were running here, and some there ; 
some buckling on their breast-plates, and some bridling their 
boI'8eII; and they were hardly in their places, when the The-
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bans commenced the action. The battle began with the cav-
alry _ The troops fought on both sides with the greatest bra-
very_ Epaminondas, at the head of his chosen soldiers, 
charged the Lacedemonian phalanx. They commenced with' 
spears, but these being soon broken, they drew their swords 
and fought hand to hand, trampling alike on the prostrate b0-
dies of friends and foes. The Theban cavalry had put the 
Athenians to flight; but still the Lacedemonians had not. 
yielded an inch of ground. Seeing the necessity of deciding 
the battle before the enemy could rally, Epaminondas formed 
a little troop of his bravest soldiers, and charged the centre 
of the enemy's line. He wounded the Lacedemonian general 
with the first javelin he threw, and finally broke the phalanx; 
but as he pressed on to the victory, he received a wound in his 
breast.· The wood of the javelin broke off, and the iron head 
remaining in the wound, he sank down in mortal agony. The 
contest around him Willi frightful; but the Thebans finally 
prevailed, and carried their wounded general off the field. 
Both sides then rested upon their arms, and the trumpets, as if 
by common consent, sounded a retreat at tne same moment. 
Both parties claimed the victory, and erected a trophy; but 
the Lacedemonians finally begged permission to bury the dead, 
which was in effect confessing a defeat. 

Epaminondas was carried into the camp. The surgeons ex
amined his wound, and declared that his death would imme
diately follow the extraction of the dart. These words filled 
all about him with the deepest distress. His friends lamenting 
that he left no posterity, he said, " Yes, I have left two fair 
daughters, the victory of Leuctra, and this of Mantinea, to 
perpetuate my memory." Soon after, the javelin was ex
tracted, and he expired, exclaiming, " All is well." 

Xenophon remarks upon this victory, "Universal expecta
tion was strangely deceived in the event of this battle. Almost 
all Greece being met in arms, there was nobody who did not 
suppose that the victors would in future command, and the de
feated must obey. But God decided otherwise. Each party 
claimed the victory, and neither' gained any advantage; terri
tory or dominion was acquired by neither; but indecision, and 
trouble, and confusion, more than ever before that battle, per
vaded Greece." Wearied, then, with the sad history of his 
country's woes, which from youth to age he had chronicled, he 

• • Tho liltal clan wae thrown by tho hand of GrrlluB. son Qf XenQl'hoa. 
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thus concludes his narrative: "Thus far suftice it for me at 
have related. The following events, perhaps, will intenll 
aome other writer."· 

After the death of Epaminondas, with which Xenophon'. 
narrative closes, no regular historian took up the tangled 
thread of Grecian affairs; we are therefore indebted. to a claa! 
resembling modern news writers, for the documents which en-

.abled Diodorus Siculus to compile his history, and Plutarch to 
write his "Lives." 

From them, it appears that the battle of Mantinea was fol
lowed by a general peace, during which the armies on both 
sides were disbanded, and the troops permitted to return quietly 
to their homes. 

\au& Agesilaus, who began to reign when Sparta was in 
Ageai her glory, and who had indulged the ambitious hope 
of humbling the power of Persia, could not be pleased wi&h 
the posture of aifaillJ. Within his memory, Lacedemon bad 
lost the alliance of the Greek cities in Asia Minor and the 

'Egean; the friendship and money of the Persian king; the 
fertile province of Messenia; and, what he valued still more, 

• .. It is imJlOllllible," remarka a distinguLlhed hiBtorian, a (or the ~ 
of Greeian history, not to feel a peculiar intereBt in the fortunes of lIle .... 
dier-philosopher-author, who has heen his conductor through a period 01 
half a century, amid transactions in which he was himself an actor;" and 
it is hoped that the .tudent alao will be intereated in readmg a ahort aecount 
of the life of Xenophon. His father was an Athenian of rank and aftlueuae. 
In early life, he was the pupil and friend of the great Socrates. At the 
lolicitation of PronnuI, and by the advice of the oracle, he enliBl8d in 
the army of young Cyru. He was preMnt at the heule of Cu_u, ... 
was the chief instrument in elfecting the. retreat of the famoU8 "TeD 
Thouand." During his absence, Socrates was executed; and upon his J80 
turn, he found that the lame party had procured a decree of henishment AIr 
himself. 'l'hus prevented from visiting his native city, he joined the anD,. 
of Agesilnul in Asia Minor, and acquired considerable wealth in th088 cam
paigns. He returned with this kin/{ to Lacedemon, and exchanged his mili
tary life for more peacelUl occupations. The Lacedemoniana JPlve him !he 
little town of Seillus, on the bolders of Elis, to hold under their mpervision 
as a lordship; and there he settled with hi. family, consisting of a wife aDd 
two IOnll- With the money he had saved, he purchased an extensive trad 
of land, ueon which he erected a temple to Diana. This place, aboue e,,_ 
ty-five miles from Olympia. where every four fears he might see euch 
friend. as he chose~.cormed an appropriate reSidence for the illuatrio1M 
Athenian refugee. Here he wrote the Life of Cpus, the Memorablea of 
Socrate., and a continuation of Thueydides' great history. When the Ar
cadians made Sacred Olympia the seat of war, finding his reBidence at 
Scillus unsafe, he removed to Corinth. Though a decree had been )MIIIIIIId 
inviting his return to Athena, yet an aheence of thirty years luul 80 wiak ... 
ed his attachment to his native country. that he choSe to remain upon &be 
iBthmUB where he )lU8ed in di~ed ease the remainder of a Hfe pr0-
tracted beyond his ninetieth rear. His IOn, Gryllu., w .. killed in Ibe baa-
&1. of Montinea; and of the other, no turther meDlion is made. 
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die lofty poIition of mpreme 10M of t. COftfotlerfl.terl GtwIl 
..no.. He could DOt reet upon his humiliated throne. It was 
with joy, therefore, that he accepted the invitation of an 
~tian prince, to assist him in throwing oft" the yoke of 
Persia. Upon his arrival in. Egypt, all the officers of the 
kingdom came to pay their court to him; but what was their , 
aa'Prise, to find in the pe1'llOn of the great Ageailaus, only a 
little lame old man, in a plain Spartan cloak, seated on the 
grass, amid a company of rude soldiers. When, hO~'ever, he 
changed his politics, and instead of assisting Tachos, who had 
invited him thither, joined the standard of Nectanabis, theT 
learned to fear, rather than deride him. Having placed Nee
tanabis upon the throne, and received immense rewards for 
his services, he sailed for home in mid-winter, determined to 
use his money in recovering the lost Messenia, B. C. 361. He 
died on the voyage; and his body, embalmed in wax, was 
taken to Sparta for burial. He lived eighty-four years, of 
which he reigned forty-one. He was succeeded by his son, 
Archidamus. 
Tbebell and The glorious victory of Mantinea, won by The-

Atbe.... bans, proved to no other state so disastrous as to 
Thebes herself. The loss of Epaminondas could not be re
paired; the sun of his country's glory set, when he expired ; 
and though Thebes did not become lost in obscurity, she ruled 
no 1DOI'8 •. 

Athens might have held the balance of power, for the Gre
cian republic, but she could not bear prosperity. Long before, 
Solon's laws for eneouraaing industry and punishing idleness, 
bacl "lIMed to be regarded. "A sovereign multitude, who 
could TOte the rich into banisbment and appropriate their 
estates to the good of the publi<; would not work." To them 
it was far more agreeable to live upon the sacrifices provided 
by the treasury of the state; to feast at the tables of the dem
agogues who court-ed their favor; to spend their time in bath. 
ing, or walking in the sacred FVes; in listening to the die
course of philosophers, applauding the eloquence of orators; 
or in witnessing those theatrical entertainments with which 
Athens was so well supplied, and of which every Athenian 
was so immoderately fond. . 

The fieeL of Athens still rode triumphant over the Egean; 
the islands were her tributaries, and she had vast poesessions 
in Thrace; but these appearances of prosperity w8l'e like the 
rttiBletoe which crowns with parasitic greenneas the decaying 

• 
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monarch of the forelt. Athena wu dead a1 heart. The 
unnatural pulsations which had put forward one. great man 
after another to meet the exigencies of her circumatances, had 
weakened her energies and destroyed her vitality. The meas
ures of her government were fluctuating and uncertain; the 

, public voice became the organ of tyranny; and the decrees 
of one day were rendered powerless by the decisions of the 
next. 

But her glory could not die. That very freedom which 
made her the prey of faction awakened every latent spark of 
genius in her people; the very defects of her government 
roWled every slumbering energy of the gifted and ambitious;· 
hence it was, that the brightest galary of philO8Ophers and 
orators illumined the night of her political degradation. 

PLATO, the most ~elebrated 
philoeopher of Athens, a d~ 
scendant of Solon, was born 
at ..Egina, B. C. 428. He 
was called Pla\~ "brood," 
from the sha~ ~f his fo~ 
head. He had ~ lively fan. 
cy, and when qhite young, 
composed ~veral dramatic 
pieces; ) put happening to,' 
hear. Socrates in conversa-

tion, he abandoned poetry, and turned his attention to philoso
phy. He was twenty years of age when this occ.rred, . 
he continued the disciple of that philosopher, till ~ e 
n victim,to the ,:iolence of the times. Plato attem ~.' . 
for the hfe of h18 master, but was prevented by the Judges; he 
then presented him with money sufficient to redeem his life, 
which Socrates refused to accept; but he enjoyed the melan
choly satisfaction of attending him in prison, where he 
gathered from the conversatien of his beloved instructor, the 
substance of his most admired eomposition, Phredo--" Con. 
cerning the Soul." In this dialogue, Socrates is represented 
as proving the immortality of the soul by its spirituality, the 
objects \0 which it naturally adheres, being spiritual and in. 
corruptible. 

After the death of his master, Plato spent some years in 
traveling through Italy, Cyrenaica, and Egypt. In Sicily he 
worsted Dionysius the tyrant, in an argument, and was in con· 
sequence sold into slavery. His friends and scholars raised 

• 



PL~TO ~ND ISOCBATES. .1 
money for his ransom, but his noble-minded master gave him 
his liberty, and with the sum contributed, purchased for him 
a garden in the groves of Academus. Here the philosopher 
founded the celebrated Academy where he taught the gifted and 
high-born youth, who came from all parts of Greece to listen 
to his instructions. 

He lived to a good old age, enriching his country and the 
world with numerous philosophical works adorned with the 
chaste beauties of the Attic tongue, and enlivened with all the 
~ of a brilliant imagination. The grove and garden 
which had been the scene of his labors, at last afforded him a 
sepulchre. Statues and altars were erected to his memory, 
and his portrait was preserved in gems; but the living imoge 
of his mind may be seen in his writin88t stamped with the im
preas of immortality. 

NO"I'Il.-Jaocratel was hom at Atbens, B. c. 436. He WIllI the eompanioa 
Gf Plato in the Ichool of Socrates i and after the execution of bill malter, 
_ &he onl:y penon who had courage to put on mourning. He W88 teacher 
Gf an oratoncal school, and charged about '180 for a complete COUIIIB of 
mltnlCllou. He W88 a friend of peRce I and kept up a OOI'I'espondence wi&h 
Philio, urging upon him the policy and propriety of bringinJ till Greece into 
a cmi{ederacy alai.oat Peni.. Alter the battle of Cheronelll, he refiued to 
&ake ibod for .. vera! day .. and IlMu closed hill leng and honorable csreer, 
c &he age of 98. • 

Only twenty-one of hill oratiou are DOW extant. ODe of &h... ill_ te 
llue occupieclJlim &en Jean. 

-. .. 
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MACEDONIA •. 
1'Bv8 leavUlg sparta, Thebes, and AtheDB, to act the in£_ 

,.n to which their own factions have coDdemned them, let. 
\UI'D to greet with becoming attention, a new hero of the G .. 
dan cIraIna. 

Amyntaa, kiq _lea nam. iaYll\ed E.ope, a.e. 
- l'J. 

Ale][ander, IIDYOJ' of Hmdoaiua. See pep JH. 

Perdiccae, 414 B. C. 

Archelaus made ~, fbnaec1--, &c. 

Amyntas disturbed by the Olynthilln war. 

Alexander II. 

Perdiccas. 

Alennder III., the Great. 

. Alexander, child of 

The Macedonians claimed their descent from 
therefore had a kindred feeling with all the brother
hood ; but as thoy were far inferior to the other states in civil, 
ization, they made little figure in history until the year, B. C. 
860, when the crown devolved upon Plailip, only surviving BOD 
ofArnyntas. _ 

This youth, in the troubles arising from a disputed succee
sion, had been taken by Pelopidas as a hostage to Thebes, 
where he received a military and philosophical education in 
the house of Epaminondas, and no doubt witnessed a refine-
ment unknown in his brother's court. \ 

Upon ascending the throne, Philip found himself in the IDOIIt 
perilous circumstances. The Illyrians, who had slain his br0-
ther, Perdiccas, were plunclering his country on the "'"'; the 
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Pmonians were engaged in the same enterprise on, the tIOrlA J 
Pansaniu, a Lacedemonian, putting forward a cillimto the 
throne, united with the Thraeians, and invaded Macedonia 
from the eMt; the Athenians sent out a Beet to vindicate their 
right to Amphipolis, on the 8outh; and Argti'us, a rival of1iia 
brother's, raised a party among the nobles, and assailed him in 
his TJery court. Fortunately, he was well qualified by. nature 
and education, to meet the exigencies in which he was placed. 
He was eloquent"shrewd, and courageous; butchOO8ing to ne
gotiate, rather than fight, he permitted the lIlyrian savages to 
carry off' their plunder unmolested, knowing that the enjoy
ment of it would prevent another immediate incursion. H. 
bought off the PlIlOnian chiefs; and by the powerful eloquence 
of gold, convinced the Thracian king of the injustice of Pall
sanias' claims. He withdrew his troops from Amphipolis, and 
sent home the Athenian prisoners he had taken, with proposale 
of peace; and, attacking Argreus, killed him in battle, and 
quelled the insurreetionof his rude nobles. 

The Athenians, won by his generous policy, concluded a 
f treaty of peace and alliance with Macedonia; and "Thus," 

says the historian, "this young prince, called to a throne 
nearly overwhelmed by t1Do foreign enemies, attacked by a 
tlrird, threatened by a fourth, and contested by tfDO pretenders, 
before the08nd of the third summer, had overcome these threat
ening evils not only, but had acquired new dominion and new 
security." 

After the battle of Leuctra, Olynthus again assert
independence, and now joining with Amphipo

off the yoke of Athens, threatened Mace
of course united with the Athenillns, to put 

down the powers. A Macedonian army besieged Poti· 
drea by land, while an A thenian fleet blocked it up by sea. 
,The city, thus closely invested, soon surrendered, and received 
an Athenian garrison. Torone shared the same fate shortly 
after, and Methone acknowledged the sovereignty of Athens; 
but this grasping power emboldened by success, seized also 
upon Pydna, the only remaining seaport in Macedonia. Philip 
88nt deputies to Athens to complain of this violation of the 
public faith, but his remonstrance was unheeded. Demosthe
n88,. who saw a mighty rival in'the Macedonian king, ad-

r * This illostrio1l6 orator and Iltate8lllaD, was born at Atbelll, B. C. 385. a. 
_ left an orphan-heir to a large estate at the age or18van. Ilia lintap

: pearance. u a public 1IJl4I8ker. wu in the pIOI8CUliOD of hia pudiaaI .. ,. 
/, 
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vocated every measure calculated to cripple bis power, and ex
tend tbe supremacy of Atbens. As the Athenians, after the 
aeizure of Pydna, could expect no farther assistance from 
Philip, they withdrew their forces from Olynthus, and laid 
Biege to Amphiplllis upon their own behalf. By the dexterous 
management of Charidemus, a native of Eubcca, in Athenian 
pay, Amphipolia was induced to surrender, and thus Atheos 
POSSBSlled all the maritime towns of Macedonia and Tbrace. 
Demosthenes did not overrate the Importance of thIS conquest, 
when he said, "While tbe Athenians bold Potidma and Am
phi polis, the king of Macedon cannot be safe in his own 
bouse." 
PbIlipll' aJIianee Bat Philip knew bis own interest far too weD 
with OlynthWi. to leave the Athenians in quiet possession of 

Methone, Pydna, Amphipolis, and Potidrea. He also changed 
his ground, and fonned an alliance with the Olynthians, (or 
the express purpose of driving the Athenians entirely from 
the shores of Macedonia. The Athenienswenrtaken by sur
prise. They had counted on the ancient enmity between 
Olynthus and Macedon, to prevent a coalition of this kind. 

embezlllillJ biB estate. .The justice of hill caU8e, rather Ihan tile eloquence 
of hie dictiOn, gave him BUcce... Indeed, it W88 only by the moat untiriDc 
industry and peneverance that he acquired the art of oratory. He bad • 
Btammflfing in hill speech, which he 1'8medied b, declaiming with pebbllll 
in biB mouth. He had a weak and effeminate VOice, wbich he meugtbeDed 
by pronouucillJ oration. upon the _.hore. He had alao an awkward 
hBbit of IIhrugglDg ooe sboulder, which he corrected by BU8pendiDg.1IWOJII 
fiver it; and be .PI!'cticed before a looking-gta18 to the 
which accomparued his utterance. He conatructed 
wbere he studied for months together, shaving 
ahame might p1'8vent a willh to ~ abroad. In this 
of a lam,P. he copied and re-copled ten times all the 
cycfidee great hilltory, and acquired a style 10 pure 
kind have by common consent yielded to bim tbe palm of unlivalled 
lence in oratory. The tIteme, tbe timf-, and the tAeatre of bis COD
tributed not a little to his success. Liberty, or the ascendency of Athenian 
democracy, awakened for bim a sustaining and cbeering responae is enry 
Athenian breast; hope !lnd fear lent him their powerful interest ill those 
thrilling momenta when Athens seemed about to gain every thUlf. or to 1_ 
all; and never was orator .urrounded with scenes 80 ricb in imagery, and 
10 capable or furnillhing him with all t.hat WBI heart-atirring and 81citinc is 
appeal, as W88 Demoatlienes, wben with one hand he could direct the eye to 
every spot made IBcred bY' trophies or Athenian valor, and witb the other, 
point to tbe rising glory oC Macedon, before which tbe city of Minerva_ 
destined to suffer a final eclipse. His Olynthian orations, his four PbilippiCl, 
newed as pictures of the political state of G1'8ece, or 88 specimen. of oratory. 
a1'8 incomparably interestinK and beautiful. The wbole Athenian people 
were IWByed·by tbe breatb of bill eloquence, and Philip used to .ythat 
he reared him more than aU the fleeta and annie. of Alliens, and tbal • he 
had DO enemy but Demoathenes." ( 
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peace, which were rejected, and in spite of all their eiforlll, 
the combined forces of their enemies, laid Beige to Amphi~ 
lis. The city was taken by assault; and Philip, entering it 
sword in hand, displayed his mercy as a conqueror, and hia 
merit as a statesman. He banished only the most factiou 
citizens, dismissed all prisoners of war without J'IUl8OID, and 
treated with particular attention, all those who had espoused 
his cause. 

After securing quiet poeaession of this important post, the 
allied armies marched to Pydna. There W88 0. strong Mace
donian party in the town, and no sooner did Philip appear in 
arms before it, than the gates were opened to receive him. 

Potidma stood next upon the list. The town's people, con.
aiating of Macedonio.ns and Olynthians, hearin~ of the ap
proach of their friends, rose against the AthenlaD garrisoD, 
forced them to retire intothe citadel, and threw open the gateII 
with every demonstration of joy. Philip released the Ath.,. 
nian prisoners, and furnished them with means of returnins 
home, (that being the most direct method of opposing Demoat.lte
nes,) and then turned his attention to the improvement of ru. 
revenue. Not far from Ampbipolis were tnt gold minee ot 
Crenide. They had been wrought by the neighboring in. 
habitants till the subterranean watera bad filled up the veiDBt 
&lid rendered them nearly useleat. With great labor and ex
pen&e, Philip constructed machines for draining these min .. 
and finally succeeded in gaining from them about .1,000,000, 
yearly.-. He provided for the protection of the people agaiDIa 
their barbarian neighbors, and in pledge of future &tteD.tioa, 
named the place PAilippi. 

1'nIee the 00_ of Philip. 

AIIiaDce with The next spring, Philip was called to se~e a.ftBira 
~1 and in Thessaly. His father had owed his throne to 

Bpirui. the attachment of the Thessalians, and his brolher 
had also been in alliance with the nobles of that country. 
Now when two tyrant brothers h.ad seiztld upon their libertie8, 
\he people looked to Philip 88 the person who might deliver 
them from their oppressors, without subjecting them to a se
verer yoke. The result of this embassy is given in the fol. 
lOWing words: "Philip, marching in. to Thessaly, defeated the 
tyrants, and acquiring thus freedom for the cities, he showed a 
liberality which so attached the Th~a1iana, that in all hit fol· 

20· 
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lowing wars and political contests, they were his zealous as
aiatants, and continued such afterward to his son." After his 
return from this successful expedition, he ~ied Olympia, a 
princess of Epirus, descended from the hero, Achilles. The 
magnificence with which their nuptials were celebrated, formed 
the theme of many ancient wtiters. From that time, the Ma
oedonian court became distinguished for its elegance and 
splendor, and the greatest resort of refined society in the 
world. 

Second B. C. 359. While the Athenians had been thus 
llacred War. fruitlessly contending with Macedon, Thebes had 
renewed her hostility with Sparta in another form. Unable 
to 'punish her rival as she desired for the treachery of Phre
lHdas, she complained of the acL to the Amphictyonic cOun
cil. The council listened to the story of Theban wrongs, and 
fined the Lacedemonians an immense sum. They refused to 
pay it; and after a specified time, the fine was doubled. They 
still made no exertions to meet the demand; and after another 
period, it was made tlrree-fold. 

The Phocians were always enemies of the Thebans, and 
for that, if for no other reason, friends of the Spartans. The 
Thebans, therej>re, accused them of having plowed up the 
Cirrhaan plain, which the council had so solemnly consecrat
ed to the god. This accusation was responded to by a decree, 
"That the Cirrhman land had been devoted, and the Phocians 
.ust immediately cease to use it, and pay a fine." It was so long 
. .m.ce the AmphictyODB had interfered in Grecian affaiJll, that 
many contended they had DO right to do so; the subject was 
"taken up In the lips of talkers," and much uneasiness was 
excited; but the land, meantime, was cultivated as before, 
and the fiDe remained unpaid. When the appointed time had 
expired, this fine, like the one imposed upon Lacedemon, was 
doubled, and a new decree of the council declared, that "AU 
states guilty of such contempt for Amphiclyonic law, as after 
the duplication of the fine, to let the limited time pass without 
taking any measures for payment, forfeited all their lands to 
the god; and that accordingly All the lands of the Lacedemo
niaM and Phocians wereforfeited." This WIlS followed by a 
proclamation to the Greeks, that it behooved every man and 
every state, as they hoped fOl" divine favor, or feared divine 
wrath, to do their utmost toward carrying the decree into ex
ecution. 

The Amphictyons, having thus sounded the trumpet of war. 
consternation and dismay pervaded the valleys of Phocis. 
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Anian~ between Though the Phociana had never meddled 
~w and Laeeclemon. in Grecian politics, they were not destitute 
of courage, nor insensible to the charms of liberty. One man 
was found among \hem, the oldest of three brothers, who might 
have vied with Pericles, had he lived to perfect all the great 
qualities which the present exigency called into action. A 
congress of the Phocian cities having been called to deliberate 
upon tl).e state of the country, this man, Philomelus, represented 
to them, that the Cirrhman land had belonged to the Phocians 
from time immemorial; that they also had a right to the 
presidency of the Delphic oracle, of which the Amphictyons 
had unjlhltly deprived them; and that as they were now strug
gling against their oppressors, they might reasonably hope for 
the divine blessing upon their endeavors. The assembly felt 
the force of his reasonings, and committed to him the direction 
of afi8irs, with the title of general-autocrator. He proceeded 
at once to Sparta to concert measures for withstanding the 
Thebans, who were preparing to show their piety by enforcing 
the Amphictyonic decree. He was .well received by the 
Ephori; and Archidamus, the king, did all in his power to fur
ther his plans. It was agreed that the Delphian tre6sury was 
unsafe in the hands of the Amphictyons, and ought immedi
ately to be reduced to a dependence upon Phocian virtue; but 
bow to bring about 80 desil'l!-ble 0. change, was an important 
question. Sparta had no money to hire mercenaries, and her 
own troops could not reach Delphi without fighting their way 
through hostile Arcadia. With money supplied by private li
berality, Philomelus, however, succeeded in hiring those sol
diers, who, since the battle of Mantinea, had been roving about 
in idleness; and watching his opportunity, got them conveyed 
across the Corinthian Gulf. With all possible dispatch, he 
marched to Delphi, and. putti~g the guard to flight, gained poe
l8SSion of the place. His first act was to destroy the decrees 
against Phocis and Lacedem6n, by defacing the marble upon 
which they were engraved. Then publishing a declaration 
that he had taken charge of the temple and its treasures, by 
command of the Phocians, to whom the holy shrine belonged, 
he requested all the states of Greece to assist his countrymen 
in maintaining their ancient right. Athens entered at once 
into a confederacy with Phocis. Most of the Grecian states 
engaged in the quarrel, and many bloody but indecisive battles 
were fought. The Thebans, having taken several prisoners, 
caused them all to be put to death as sacrilegious wretches ; 
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and the Phociana retaliated tbia cruelty upon aome Theban 
captives. Finally, having been defeated in a great battle, 
Philomelus was driven to an eminence whence there was no 
retreat; and rather than fall into tbe hands of bis enemies, 
threw himself hMdlong from the rock, and was dashed in 
pieces. Tbe command then devolved upon his brother, Ono
marchus. 
PblUp entenl Philip was at tbis time engaged in the sie~ of 

IIIe UIt& Metbone, which Athens had ~irred up to make 
incursions upon his territory. The siege lasted through the 
winter, nor did he witbdraw his troops from the plac!e till 
it was dismantled and added to the Macedonian territory. 
Then, hearing that Onomarchus was supporting a revolt in 
Thessaly, he engaged in the Sacred War. He lost two bat;. 
tles and was obliged to retreat to bis own country; but raising 
another army, he advanced again to Thermopylae, where he 
met the Phocians and defeated them with great slau~hter. 
Upwards of 6000 were slain upon the spot; and the prlseoera, 
amounting to 3000, were thrown into the sea, as the profeseed 
enemies of religion. Onomarchus was slain, and the com
mand de~olved upon his brother, PhayUus. By this great 
victory, all Thea,saly came under the dominion of Philip; nor 
was it in the power even of Demosthenes to diminish the 
credit which Philip had gained by destroying those who had 
uaurped the guardianship of the oracle, and used its treasurea 
in hiring soldie18 to resist the decrees of the AmphietyOll8. 
"It is incredible," says an ancient historian, "what glory the 
victory over Onomarchus earned to Philip among all natioDL 
He was the avenger of aacrilege; he was the protector of the 
religion of Greece. Next to tbe immortal gods is he, by 
whom the majesty of the gods is vindicated." 

Phayllus was victorious in several battles with the Tbebans, 
but died soon after of consumption. Faction, that curse of the 
Grecian republics, then fixed its venomous fangs upon the 
Phocians. There arose two pretenders to tbe office of au
tocrator-general,' and while they were intent upon settling 
this affair, Philip, at tbe head of his forces, joined the Thebans 
in an attack upon Phocis. The distracted Phoeians, unable 
to defend themselves, appealed to his generosity to escape the 
vengeance of the Tbebans. They requested only that they 
might have permission to abandon their houses and lands, and 
seek safety in flight. This request was granted. The prin
cipal Phocians emigrated; and thus, after many bloody strug
gles during ten years, the Sacred War quietly ended. 
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The dou- To settle the points now agitating Greece, Philip 
ble vote. invited a congress of all the states to meet at Ther. 

mopylm. This grave assembly in commencing their difficult 
and complicated business, referred the affair of the Phocians 
to the Amphictyonic council. By their decree all the Amphic. 
tyonic rightlf of the Phocians were said to be forfeited, and all 
their principal cities were given over to be dismantled; it 
was ordered that no village should contain more than fifty 
houses, and that a yearly rent of $4800 should be paid from 
the Phocian lands, till the debt of the god was liquidated. The 
douhle vote in th~ Amphictyonic council which the Phocians 
had heretofore enjoyed, was bestowed upon Philip, in consid· 
eration of the benefits he had conferred upon the Greek 
nation. 

A general peace was then concluded; and throughout 
Greece, with the exception of the war party in Athens, all 
voices were joined in extolling Philip as their friend, and ben.· 
eractor, and preserver. 
Macedonian While the Sacred War was in progress, the Atha-

War. nians commenced hostile demonstrations in Thrace, 
for the recovery of the lost Chersonese and the re-capture of 
Byzantium. This attack, whicq resulted in the Macedonian 
War, proceeded step by step with the Sacred War; so that 
while the Athenians were allies of the Phocians in that fatal 
struggle, they were at the same time "parties of the first part" 
in a war of their own seeking. Philip, on his side, had to 
contend with all the enemies the Athenians could stir up 
against him. The Illyrians _ again commenced hostilities 
upon the west, the Preonians on the north, and the Thracians 
on the east. But he was never unready for business. He 
sent Parmenio with an army against his troublesome neigh. 
bors, and marched himself into 'rhrace, where his 300d for· 
tune was so great, that, according to Demosthenes, "he made 
Rnd unmade there what kings he chose." 
Birth of AI. Philip had just returned from this successful expe. 

exander. dition, when a messenger came to him with the 
welcome intelligence of a great victory which Parmenio had 
gained over the Illyrians. The same day another courier 
brought him word that his horse had won the palm in the 
Olympic games. Scarcely had he been congratulated upon 
these successes, when a third messenger arrived with the 
information of the birth of a son. "0, fortune," exclaimed 
the happy. monarch, "send some little evil to temper all thia 
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good." Not long after, he wrote the following letter to Aris
totle, inviting him to take charge of the young prince. 
"Philip to Aristotle, greeting. I desire you should know I 
have a son born. Greatly I thank the gods for it, and yet 
less for 'he mere circumstance that I have a son, than because 
it happens in the age wherein you are living. -I trust that 
being put under your care and instruction, he will become 
worthy of his birth, and of the inheritance awaiting him." 
Olynthua BDd It was just after these events that Philip engaged 

Athena. with Methone and the Phocians. Demosthenee, 
disappointed in the result, brought about a confederacy with 
Olynthus. Since the alliance of that republic with Macedon, 
it had prospered wonderfully; but becoming jealous of its 
neighbor, it entered into a treaty with Athens, contrary to its 
existing engagements with Macedon, and prepared for war 
with a zeal which showed a sense of the just indignation of 
Philip. The war party of Athens were now "in the full tide 
of successful experiment." " Now was the favorable m0-
ment, they said, to engage all Greece in a league against the 
threatening ambition of the Macedonian king." Philip was 
represented as the most false and cruel of tyrants, who had a 
certain design upon the li~rties of Greece. Dernostbenes 
commenced his Olynthiac orations, and undertook the difficult 
and dangerous_experiment of persuading the Athenians to 
divert the theoric revenue (the sum appropriated to the sup
port of theatres) from its legitimate object, to the purposes of 
war. This attempt to rob the amusement-loving Athenians 
of their greatest pleasure, would have cost the life of a lesa 
popular man than the renowned orator; but he had so fixed 
the attention of the populace upon the great actor, Philip, that 
they consented to give up their customary entertainment, to 
assist in the grand tragedy going on in OIynthus. Indeed, the 
representations of the orator produced such a zeal in the Athe
nian people, that a force was fitted out to assist Olynthus, 
such as had never, since the fatal.Sicilian expedition, been sent 
upon foreign service . 
. Philip was not prepared for this new war. His country 

was open on the Olynthiac side, and his enemies had overrun 
and plundered bis territories before. he had time to make any 
effectual opposition. In the winter, the Atbenian generaI, 
Cbares, returned to Athens. The people BSIIfImbled as usual 
to hear his report. He gave a thrilling account of a glori01l8 
battle and uninterrupted success,. and to complete the gratid. 
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cation 0{ his fellow-citizena, he made a peat feat for all the 
people, which C08t at least t50,OOO. "This money was not 
timUshed from his private purse, nor fiom the profits of his 
command, but from the Delphian treasury, having been 
extorted from their allies, the Phociana. While these rejoic
ings were going on in Athena, the Olynthians we/e very 
uneay. Philip 1t'8B making grand preparations for the spring 
enmpaign, and when Charea retumed to the theatre of war, 
he found a force far superior to his own assembled upon the 
Olynthian border. He ventured a battle, and was defeated; 
a second, with no better auccess. The Olynthians were then 
obli«ed to take shelter behind their walla. The other towns 
or ibe confederacy submitted at once to the conqueror, and 
Philip approached within five miles of Olynthua, and fortified 
his eamp. The wretched inhabitants then desired to enter 
into a treaty. He answered, "That it was too late; he had 
before abundantly and repeatedly expressed his disposition to 
treat, but now it was become too evident· that there was but 
one alternative; they must quit Olynthua, or M Macedonia." 
The surrender of the place occurred not long after, and the 
victor carried. out his determinati!>n of compelling them to 
lea\'e the peninsula. 

It seemed advisable now, even to Demoatbenea, to make 
peace; and Philip having manifested the same disposition, 
It was soon concluded. • 

The Maeedonian coort became the focus of negotiation for 
the Grecian republica, and at the very time and place of the 
settlement of the disputes arising out of the Sacred War, the 
difficulties of Macedon and Athens were finally adjusted, and 

, a general peace brought repose to the country. 
,_ PbiIl}l'I 343. Three years after, Philip turned his at-

IbpediUOD. tention to the barbarians who had inhabited his 
northeastern frontier. They fled before him, and he pursued 
till winter overtook him upon the banb of the Danube, and his 
way was entirely hedged in. Reports of various kinds were 
lipread in Greece. It was said he was sick. It was rumored 
that he was dead; and depending upon the truth of these st0.
ries, or counting more certainly upon the dangers with which 
he was surrounded, the war party. in Athena, of which the 
great orator was the life and 8Oul, began again to lift its head. 
By making war in Thrace, it was contended that "Philip had 

* The war party op~ every meB8Ul'8 or Philip'., but Pbocion aud &h. 
venerable Ucicratea .ought only for &he pacification of Greee4!. 
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broken the peace, 8IId that it wu evidently biB design to de
stroy Athens and overthrow democracy." Acting under tbia 
persuasion, tho Athenians inatructed the commanders of their 
6eet to stop all the ships bound to Macedonia, and eondemniDg 
the crews as enemies to Athens, to sell them into slavery. 
Philip l'emonatrated in vain. Demonathenes had in effect ex
alted himself to the station of prime-minister of the republic ; 
viceroy of that sovereign assembly which met to decide upon 
the fate of thousands; and Au voice" was still for war." To 
discharge the duties of his arduous office, he applied himself 
to every kind of business with untiring vigilance, and watched 
an opportuuity to bring all the states of Greece into a confed
eracy to overthrow Macedonian supremacy. For this pur
pose, he did not scruple to receive money from the Persian 
king, nor to exert his influence in healing the breach between 
Athens and Thebes. Though these cities had fought on op
posite sides at the battle of Mantinea and in the Sacred War, 
yet Demoathenes having shown them the advantage of being 
friends, they readily consented to bury private animosities in 
the grave they were digging for the power of Macedon. The 
coalition was for a time successful. Chares had been sent with 
succors to Byzantium, which was attacked by the Macedonian 
king; but failing in his commission, was recalled in disgrace. 
Phocion then undertook to preserve that city for Athens. The 
virtue and moderation of this general were well known; and 
a man of eminence in Byzantium, who had been his intimate 
friend at the Academy, - pledged his honor to the city in his 
behalf. The Byzantines then threw open their gates, admit
ted the Athenians, and joined them against Macedon. By 
these meaJl1!, Philip lost all the towns on the Chersonese, and 
suffered not a little in his military reputation. He was now 88 

ever, very desirous of peace, and particularly anxious to gain 
the friendship of the Athenians for reasons of his own; but 
Demoathenes opposed the terms which Phociont advised them 
to accept, and the war went on with mutual attacks and re
prisals four years longer, without any decisive advantage to 
either side. 

• The IIChooI of Plato. 
t Tbough Pbocion bad engaged in bostility witb Philip. BDd driven him 

out of the Helle'pont, be was still in favor of peace; but be 1\'88 not a 
gifted orator, and tberefore failed to cany biB point. T be I!erila bf bie 
eountry alone induced him to mount tbe bema. He eltcelled ID readineas 
of reply, and exposed with cutting larealm any fallBl'Y in argument. De
lIIOIIIIibenea, wbo bad often felt the bllnneS8 of biB wit, styled him the 
HGIdNt. 
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Third S. But a Dew leaven was at work in the great loaf of 
ered War. Grecian discomfort, which 800n produceCl a fenneD
tatioo throughout the whole mass. Amphilsa, a town not 
seven miles from Delphi, bordered on that devoted Cirrluea.n 
plain forbidden to the use of man. The Amphissalaos, un
warned by the fate of the Phocians, used the land for paa
turage, and ventured to repair the long-deserted harbor. 
These acts ..Eschines, an orator in the interest of Macedon, 
represented as a repetition of the former sacrilege, and the 
Amphictyons, of which he was a member, declared war' 
agaiDst tl&e AmpbiSSlll8D8, and invited Philip to command the 
armies of the ~ This brought the cratty Macedonian at 
oaee into the miCist of Grecian affairs. Demosthenes imme
diately sounded the al~ for .the Grecian states. Even Cor
inth, the old enemy of Athens, joined the war party. All 
was bustle and confusion; fortifications were repaired, arms 
made and burnished, and every man was on the alert. Dio
genes, the famous Cynic philosopher, at that time in the city, 
began to roll his tub about in a remarkable manner. Being 
asked why he did so, he said "he did not wish to be the only 
man in Corinth not absurdly employed." But all their prepa
rations were in vain. Philip easily punished the Amphis-
8IB&DS; and then, as if afraid of Athens and her confederates, 
seized upon Elatea, the principal city of Phocis. It was late 
in the evening when a courier arrived at Athens with the 
news of the fall of Elatea. The Prytanes were at supper, 
but instantly rising from the table, some of them went to the 
agora, dismissed the ware sellers, and burned their stalls; 
others sent to call the trumpeter, and the whole city was filled 
with tumult. Next moming the people were called together, 
and a herald proclaimed that anyone who would' advise the 
assembly might speak. A dead silenee ensued. Finally De
mosthenes mounted the bema, and having clearly demonstra
ted to the people that Philip meant to enter Attica, and reduce 
them all to slavery, he so wrought upon the passions or his 
audience, that it was decreed to send the wole force of Attica 
to oppose the Macedonian, and defend the liberty of the 
Greeks. 
Battle orCher- 338. It was upon the plain of Cheroneia, about 

onela. sixteen miles from Elatea, that the allied forces 
of Thebes and Athens led the "forlom hope" of Grecian 
democracy against the overwhelming power of the Maeedon1an 
monarchy. The particulars of the baUle it is not ne<:e1aU7 

21 . 
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to relate. Philip W88 viotorioaB. A1euDder, at the head of 
the Macedonian youth, cut down the Sacred TAehaa Ba'llll. 
They neither turned nor wavered in the fi!ht, but fell upon 
the spot where they were stationed, each by the aide of m. 
darling friend, like the three hundred Spartans, leaving their 
bodiea a monument of their constancy to the cause of liberty. 
The newl of the defeat at Cheroneia produced terror -and con
sternation among the Athenians. They looked for nothing 
1888 than a second Lysander in the king they had 80. often 
provoked. DemoatheDes, who fought in the battle, made his 
eBCape in the general flight, and embarking in a trireme, 
ailed from the Pineus, sayiDg that he..faa going to collect 
tribute. Philip, however, did not pursue the fugitives; he even 
sent the prisoDers home without rBJl8Om, determined, if p0s
sible, to attach the Athenians to his interests. 

From the field of battle the victorious army marched to 
Thebes. No opposition was made to their entrance. The gQv
erDDlent passed quietly into the hands of the Macedonian party, 
and Beotia rejoiced iD the change of maaters. As soon as it 
was known that the conqueror was disposed to peace, aD em
bassy was sent from the AtheDians to negotiate in their favor. 
Philip made no hard conditioDs, aDd Phocion had the satisfac
tion of contributiag to the welfare of his country iDj the peace 
which was ratified. The great purpose of the mODarch's soul 
was now unveiled. Diodorus says, " Philip, eDcoura~ by hit 
victory at Cheroneia, was ambitious of becomiDg ~itary 
commander of the Greek natioD. He declared therefore his 
intention of carrying war ia tile Comfll(lR cause of the Greeb 
ogaif'Ult the Per&iaf'Ul." By the Dational congress which he 
summoned at Corinth, he was elected general-autocrator of 
Greece, and the proportion of troops which every state should 
furnish for the Persian war was settled. 

Thus crowned with hODor, he returned to Macedon, to pre
pare for the great eDterprise which had so long occupied his 
thoughts; but the dagger of the assassiD cut short his schemes, 
and left Asia unconquered for his son. 
Death 0' 336. Philip loved conviviality, and was often in
Philip. toxicated. Olympias was proud and imperious. The 
othe~ princesseiJ, whom policy or a more tender motive led her 
husband to introduce into his palace, excited her co.Jl1empt, and 
aroused her resentment; and after many quarrels, she retired 
to her brother's court. Alexander espoused his mother's 
cause, and took up his abode in Illyria. This breach was 
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apparently healed; and the mother and BOn had returned to 
Macedon. Cleopatra, Alexander's sister, was to be married 
to her uncle, the king of Epirus, and great preparations were 
made for the wedding. Philip, having summoned the states of 
Greece to furnish their soldiers, and having received a satis
factory response from the oracle,· intended on this occasion to 
!l8CW'e the peace of his 40minions by every possible friendly 
alliance, before setting out for Asia. Guests were bidden from 
all 'parts of Greece. The most celebrated actors and musi
cians were enga~ to entertain the goodly company. Dep
uties came to offer congratulations, and to present him witl&. 
801den crowns. The day following the nuptials, a grand ex
hibition was to take place in the theatre. Philip, clothed in 
white robes, advanced at the head of the procession; but just 
as the shouts of the admiring multitude announced tM king, a 
young man ran out from the crowd, and drawing a sword, 
ataDbed him to the heart. Philip fell dead. The assassin fled, 
but was pursued and killed as he was mounting his horse. It 
was said to be a matter of private revenge; but OIympias was 
I1118p8eted of having instigated the crime, and Alexander did 
not escape the horrid imputation. t 

-A.x.u.um:u. TRE ·GREA.T, 
-' . ,..was born at Pella, B. C. 356, 

,J. on the very day that the tem
ple of Diana at Ephesus, was 
burned to the ground. I All 
the magi who. were at Ephe-: 
sus, looked upon the fire asan 
emblem of a much greater 
misfortune, and ran about the 

. . town, beating their breasts, 
. . and crying out, "This day 

has brought forth the scourge a~d destroyer of ~sia." ~heth
er the forebodings of the magi were real or feIgned, Asia had .' 

• The reeponae WBI th. : "Groomed ill thB viclim, 1M altar ill ready, 1M make 
ill impending." 

t No lOaner did Demoethenea hear of the deeth of ht. ~t enemy, t!tan he 
_mbled the Athenian people, and penuaded them to oft'er. a 8!-crifiee a. 
upon news of a splendid victory; and though he WBI at that ttmem mourn
big for ht. only child, he pm on a feetal robe, and attended the ceremony 
crowned with flowen. • • • • 

.. Thua Cell the greatest potentate or his ttme m Enrope. WIth very small 
r880nrcea in the outset, he acquired the moat powerCni monarchy that bad 
ever exiated among the Greeu; but ht. great ,neeeal arose lea from the 
bee of biB al'llll, ihan from ht. obliging diapoaition 1IDd conduct. .. . 
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aood reuon to tremble when he who was destined 1.0 BUb
Jue her ancient lords. and water her plains with the blood 

_ of ber BOns. entered upon the stage of lif&r-~natU8, an 
. austere man, was his governor till eight years of ~, when 

Lyaimachus, an Acarnanian, became his instructor. :As the 
family of Olympia claimed their descent from the renowned 
Achilles, Lysimachus ingratiated bi~lf into their favor, by 
dignifying his pupil with the name oT that warrior-a circum
.tance which doubtless contributed to foster the ambitious feel· 
ings which had been observed in him from his infancy. 

1n his fit\eenth year, Alexander was placed under the im
mediate tuitiOD of the celebrated Aristotle,· and continued to 
receive instruction from that philoaopher in all the branches 
of human knowledge, \Dltil he came to the throne. For him, 
Aristotle wrote a work on government, and revised the Iliad, 
that he misht present to his royal pupil an accurate copy of 
his favorite poem. This volume Alexander preserved with 
the greatest care, placing it every night with bis SWOM under 
his pillow. His tutor too he held in the highest esteem, and 
believed himself bound to 10Te him as much as his father, de
claring, "That he was indebted to the one for liwrtg, and to 
the other for living tIIell!' 

• ARISTOTLE 'Was bom at Stagi-
ra, an island on the Macedonim 
coast, B. C. 384. At the age of 
seventeen, he went to Athena, and 
devoted himself to philoeopby in 
the school of Plato. His unco_ 
mon acutenessl and indefati~hle 
industry gainea for him 80 high a 
rank, that Plato used to call him 
the "Mind of the School," and to 
say, when he was absent, "Intel
lect is not here." He lived in 

, Athens twenty years, during 
which he wrote many works: 

, thence he passed to IUacedonia, 
where he remained in quality oftuto, ro Alexander, eight more, and then re
turned to Athens. He kept up. however, a correspondence with the young 
Icing, nnd persunded him to use his power and wealth in the service of philo.
e>phy. Alel8nder employed severnl thousand persons in different paN 01 
Europe and Asia, ro collect animals of various kinds, birds, blNl8~, and IUhea, 
to send to Aristotle, who, from the information thus afford~d. wrote 6ft)" 
volumes on the history of animated nature. He differed with Plato in phi
losophy, and established a school at Athens, in the grove called Lyceum, in 
opposition to the Academy. He delivered his lectures while walkmg about, 
and his followers were in consequence called PeripaletiC8. He continued 
hi8 labors there thirteen years and then retired to Chalcis, in Eubma. to 
\l8Cape a fate similar to that of Socrates. He died there at the age of .aty
three. He waa buried at Stagira, where his memory was honored with an 
altar and a tomb. 
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While Alexander was yet a boy, there was I18nt from Thee
aaly to Philip, a noble war-horse, called Bucephalus, which 
upon trial, proved so strong and firey, that no one dared to 

. mount him. Philip gave orders that the unmanageable crea
ture should be sent back again, when Alexander interposed, 
and besought permission to try his skill. It was granted. 
Alexander went up to the horse, spoke kindly to him, and, 
perceiving that he was frightened at his own shadow, turned 
him about, vaulted upon his back, and rode him round the cir
cle of admiring courtiers, with the greatest ease and addre-. 
When he alighted, his father embraced him, exclaiming, "My 
son, seek a kingdom more worthy of thee, for Macedon is be
low thy merits." Bucephalus was ever after, the favorite 
horse of Alexander, and the animal became so attached to his 
master, that he would permit no one else to mount him. At 
the age of sixteen, Alexander received the ambassadors of Per
sia in the absence of his father, and, instead of inquiring 
about the palace and court with a curiosity natural to his years, 
engaged with them in conversation upon the subjects of gov
ernment, battles, and sieges, displayin~ such intelligence and 
diacernment as quite surprised his VISitors. At the age of 
eighteen, he commanded the Macedonian youth in the battle 
oi Cheroneia, and cut down the Sacred Theban Band. At 
tAe age of twenty, by tM diJath of AU father, M beCtJft14 mon
arcA of .Macedon, atad gmerali8Bimo of 1M Greek ffW'cu., . I 
Pint arraJI&IlIIlI!Dta Macedon had heeD greatly chan~ by tbe 

of AleDnder. energetic and beneficient policy of Philip. TIle 
inhabitants, from rude uncultivated herdsmen at war with 
neighboring states, had been transformed into agriculturists, 
mechanics, or soldiers, who knew how to maintain a respect
able position among the nations of Greece. But though 
Macedon was thus improved in its internal state, and comfort
ably allied with its neighbors, yet the death of Philip again 
roused the spirit of faction throughout Greece. The young 
king, however, showed himself fully capable of meeting hiS 

• enemies either in the field or cabinet. "The king's name is 
indeed changed," said he to the Macedonian assembly, "but 
the lriag, you shall find, remains the same." He retained the 
able ministers and generals who had assisted his father, and 
by their counsel imd aid succeeded in quelling a rebellion 
already excited in his own dominions, and in securing the 
friendship of Theaaa1y, his most powerful ally. Thus fom. 
&ed, he proceeded to Thermopylm, and took bis inherited seat 

~U· 
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in the Amphictyonic council. Notwithstariding the efforts of 
Demosthenes, ambassadors were sent from Athens as from the 
other states, to congratulate him upon his accession to the 
. throne, and to desire a cOfttinuatiOft of the friendship fortitMl 
witA Au father. From Thermopylm, Alexander proceeded to 
Corinth, where a congress of the states being assembled, the 
question of his election to the station of autocrator-generaI to 
carry the war into Persia, was warmly discussed. He was 
elected by a great majority, though the Lacedemonians sternly 
opposed the measure. 

While in this region he determined to consult the oracle, 
but as he happened to go upon an unlucky day, the priestess 
refused to officiate. The impetuous prince, however, seized 
her by the arm, and dragged her into the temple, when she 
cried out, "My son, thou art invincible." Alexander hearing 
this, said, "He wanted no other answer, for he had the very 
oracle he desired." 

Trace AleDDder 60m Pella, through hia journey. 

Wan In tile Upon his return home, he began to make prepa
north, eut, rations for his great enterprise, but W88 prevented 
and weet. from setting off immediately by his troublesome 

neighbors. The Triballians and Thracians formed a league 
against him on the north-east, and the lllyrians again c0m
menced incursions on the west. Parmenio, the general who 
had 80 faithfully served his father, was sent against the latter, 
and Alexander himself marched against the barbarians. He 
pursued them to the mountains, and overcame every obstacle 
with ease, till he reached the rugged chain of Hmmus, whose 
defiles Count Diebitsch 80 gallantly forced in the late war 
between Russia and Turkey. The mountaineers, unpractised 
in regular warfare, established themselves upon the summits 
overlooking the only practicable pass, and loading wasons 
with stones, prepared to roU them down upon the invade.rs. 
The shields of the Macedonians were of a rectangular form, 
and large enough to protect the whole body. Alexander 
accordingly directed his soldiers to open their ranks, and let 
the wagons pass, and where this was impracticable, to fall upon 
the ground, and cover themselves with their compacted shields. 

This plan succeeded. The wagons were wasted in vain; 
not a man was killed by their impetuous descent; and the 
phalanx rapidly forming, advanced up the hill with loud 
shouts. The barbarians were routed, and their women and 
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children falling into the banda of tbe Maeedoniana, were BOld 
for slaves. Alexander, determined in the beginning to make 
sure work, bad ordered veasels from Byzantium to proceed 
up the Danube. After three days' journey through cultivated 
plains, he reached the banks of that mighty stream, and beheld 
upon the other side the country of the Uetre, or Goths, covered 
with wheat, already white to the harvest. Here, meeting bis 
vessels, he transported his army across in the night, and the 
next day advanced towards the capital of the barbarians. The 
Goths had assembled to give battle, but when they saw the 
phalanx approaching with spears presented and.burniahed 
shields, hardly admitting a sight of what bore them, together 
with the cavalry moving with miraculous regularity, they 
fled in the greatest dismay. Their city fell into the hands of 
the Macedoniana, and this bloodless victory was rewarded 
with great booty. Returning from this expedition before the 
IlIyrians were subdued, he marched against them, and falling 
upon them when they thought him still at a distance, gained 
80 complete a victory that they never attempted rebellion 
again in his reign. 

Trace Alellimder'. route. 

Confederacy against Macedon. 

Scarcely were these enemies reduced, when new ones required 
his attention. Demosthenes, who haled and feared the son as 
sincerely as he had the father, and who used unsparingly the 
eloquence with which nature had so richly endowed him, and 
the gold with which the king of Persia so liberally furnished 
him, had succeeded in forming another confederacy against 
Macedon. After the battle of Cheroneia, a Macedonian gar
rison had been left in Thebes. The commanders of this gar
rison were both murdered in one night, and a report was at 
the some time circulated, that Alexander was dead. A revo
lution immediately took place in Thebes, the Macedonian 
alliance was removed, and the city declared independent. 
The Thessalians, knowing whence the storm arose, declared 
war against Atke1&8 and TkebeB; and Greece was again all 
commotion. When these circumstances were reported to 
Alexander in his camp in IlIyria, he lost no time in delibera
tion. Taking the shortest route over a country of rocky, 
wooded mountains, in twelve days be arrived before the walls 
of Thebes with a chosen band. He hoped by the uncal
culated rapidity of his march to intimidate his enemies, and 
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compose matters without bloodshed; but though the 
were struck with dismay when they heard of his 
they still determined to make an effort; and though 
taia,.. were not yet in arms, nor the Arcadia,., 
march, they shutthemselves up in their city, and 
the strength of their walls, obstinately refused 
peace. 
Ruin of The horrors perpetrated at the storming of 
Thebes. have been rarely paralleled in the annals 
Many brave men fell upon both sides before the 
forced, but when once the multitudes of rn()clEms, 
and Plateans, (who had suffered so much from 'I'1..·_L_.

elty, and were now found ranged under the banner 
ander,) came to settle their long account of blood, the 
Cadmus fell beneath the fearful retribution. The ___ ... _._ 
army ravaged the town, careless of commands, and 
ed alike the submissive and resisting. The altars to 
many fled for protection, flowed with the blood of the 
even the slaves of the Thebans turned against their ID8I1IteI1i 
and joined in the ~o~k Q,( vengeanee. It does not appear 
Alexander had pOwer to . mitigate these horrors, but unwilliDl 
to bear the odium of destroying a Grecian city, he summoneil 
a congress of the states to decide upon her fate. By tllis 
IUIlembly the same measure which the Thebans had meted out 
to the Phocians at the conclusion of the Sacr~ War, wu 
now measured out to her. It was decreed, that the Theban 
state should be annihilated, the town utterly destroyed, the 
surviving inhabitants sold into slavery, and the territory given 
to the conquering allies. Alexander succeeded in saving the 
house of the poet, Pindar, from the dames, and all his descea
dants from slavery, B. C. 335. 'rhus ended the city founded 
by Cadmus, after having been one of the heads of Greece 
seven hundred and ten years. 

When was Thebes founded, and who was C.-us t 

What paued A part of the Theban cavalry escaped to Ath· 
in Athena. ens, and the consternation 1f hich pervaded that city 

at the news they brought, can scarcely be imagined. Not 
even Demostbenes dared to mount the bema, and harangue 
the people. The counsels of Phocion consequently prevailed, 
and an embassy was sent to the victors, to apologise for the 
part Athens had taken, and beg for peace. Alexander re
ceived the deputies with favor, but insisted that the AtheDiua 
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should deliver up ten of their most factious citizens to be tried 
IS the common enemies of Greece. In this number were De
IDOIIthenes and Charidemus. By the fable of the sheep who 
gave up their guardian dogs, the great orator dissuaded his 
countrymen from complying with the demand. Another em
bassy was therefore sent to solicit better terms; and Alexander 
finally granted them, insisting only on the banishment of Char
memus, whom he suspected of having been an accomplice in 
his father's murder. We shall hear of him again in Persia. 

The domestic troubles of Greece being thus once more qui
eted, the autocrator returned home to prepare for that expedi
tion, which had so long occupied his ambitious thoughts. 

He intrusted the government of Macedon to Antipater, with 
a body of twenty thousand soldiers, to keep the stat8lf of 
Greece in awe. For the conquest of Asia, in which he was 
now setting out, he had only thirty thousand foot, and five thou
aand horse, one month's provisions, and about forty thousand 
dollars in money. With this comparatively insignificant force, 
Alehnder marched to attack that power which had swallowed 
up Assyria, Chaldea, Egpyt, and all the countries from the 
Egean on the west, to India on the east, and which, one hun
dred and fifty years before, had sent a host of five millions of 
persons, to overwhelm that very Greece whioh WM now pre
.pared to roll back the tide of war upon the shores of Asia. 

B. C. 334. Firat campaign in Asia. 
1 .• -AMPHIPOLIS. Assembling his troops at this place in 

the spring of the year, Alexander marched at their head to 
i.-THB HBLLESPONT. With Homer's Iliad for his guide, 

he embarked from the spot where Agamemnon's 6eet had 
weighed anchor eight hundred and fifty years before, 
and taking the tiller in his hand, acted the part of steers
man in the passage. Midway, he lay on his oars, while a 
bull was sacrificed to Neptune and the Nereids, and then 
pouring libations upon the waves from a golden vessel, 
resumed his course, and landed in the Achainn port, in im
itation of his great predecessor. Here he raised altars to 
Minerva and Hercules, and then proceeded to 

a.-TaoT. On this classic spot, there was only a small vil
lage, still retaining the ancient name of Ilion. In a 
temple of Minerva were consecrated suits of armor, 

• Let the pupU now look upon map No. 3, .. Aleunder'. coune it mv!t. 
el\out, 



242 GaEECE-MACEDONIA. 

preee"ed since the Trojan war. He took down one of 
theee, and hung up his own in its stead; and having per
formed sacrifices in honor of the Homeric heroes, and 
crowned the tomb of his ancestor, Achilles, he proceeded 
on his way. No army attempted to stop his progresstiU 
he reached 

4.-TBE FoaD of the GaANJJ:NS, a river which flowed from 
Mount Ida into the Propontis. Darius, hearing of the ex
pedition of Alexander, had sent a commission to his satraps 
in this quarter, to seize the" Mad Boy;" to whip him se
verely ; to clothe him in mock purple, and bring him bound 
to Susa.; to sink the ships in which he had crossed the Hel
lespont, and send his army in chains to the farther shore of 
the Red Sea. The Persian lords, in compliance with these 
gentle orders, IUp8mbled a large force on the banks of the 
Gra.nieus; but the Macedonians forded the river, and as
cended the steep bank in the face of their opposition, fought 
a tremendous battle, and gained a glorious victory. The 
Persians lost one-tenth of their army, and nine officers of 
distinction. Alexander was first in the fight, and besides 
distinguishing himself for his bravery, was rendered con"
spicuous by his buckler and his crest, on both sides of 
which he wore a beautiful white plume. Two Persian offi
cers made him their object of attack. One of them gave 
him a blow with a battle-ax which clove his helmet, and 
penetrated to the hair. As the barbarian raised his arm 
to repeat the stroke, Clitus, his foster brother, ran him 
through with a spear. 

Alexander had now passed the gatu of Aria, and made 
good his entrance into the dominion of the enemy. Twen
ty-five of his personal friends had been killed, to each of 
which he erected a statue of brass; and upon the arms 
taken, he caused to be inscribed, " Won by Alexander, of the 
barbarians of Asia." Most of the plate and furniture he 
sent home to his mother. 

5.-SAaDIS. The victory of Granicus intimidated the Per
sians and encouraged the Grecians. After marching through 
a great extent of country with the quiet and comfort of 
peace, Alexander was met, about seven miles" from Sardis, 
by the principal men of the city, who came to throw them
selves upon his mercy. He received them kindly, and en
tering the place with them, took possession of the citadel. 
Here he ordered a temple to be erected to Jupiter, on the 
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spot where the palace of CI'OIIIUI had stood.· He remained 
at Sardis only three days, regulating the government and 
tribute of the province, and then by one day's march, ar. 
rived at 

6.-EpBB8U8, just as the Grecian party had overpowered the 
Persian, and were ready to hail him with joy at their gates. 
He gave oMera that the tribute formerly paid to the Per. 
sians, should be employed in rebuilding the temple of Di. 
aua;t and having attended a magnificent sacrifice to this 
. goddess, with all his troops, he moved forward to 

7.-MILBTUB. -His deet entered the bay at the same time his 
forees appeared before the town, and the Milesians, yielding 
to the powerful motives furnished by the battering rams, 
surrendered • 

. 8.-HALICARNASBU8. The fertile province ofCaria, of which 
Halicarnassus was the capital, was ruled by Ada, a descen. 
dant of that fBD!ouB Artemisia who fought in the deet of 
Xerxes, and sister of that still more famous Artemisia, who 
erected, in honor of her deceased husband, Mausolus, the 
sepulchral monument reckoned among the "seven wondeJ'S 
of the world." An insurrection had been raised against 
Ada by her brother, and she was now deprived of a great 
part of her possessions. To this disputed point, Alexander 
directed his course. Ada went out to meet him, adopted 
him for her son with great cereIW>ny, gave him the keys of 
her strongest fortress, and 80 managed affairs that his march 
across Caria, of nearly one hundred miles, should be as 
through a friendly country. Halicarnassus submitted for 
the same reasons that had induenced Miletus. Winter now 
approaching, he permitted a part of his army to return 
home, with authority to engage recruits; but he himself 
determined that the season should not pass in inactivity. 
Committing the government of Caria to his good mother, 
Ada, he went forward throug~ Lycia and Pamphylia, with 
his chosen troops, every town submitting upon his approach, 
and sending presents. 

9.-AsPENDus, on the river Eurymedon. The people here 
made some resistance. As a punishment, Alexander obliged 
them to furnish double the quantity of horses and money 
that he required of the other vanquished states.+ 

• How long before Alexander did Cl'O!8U8 live 1 
t When was tbiB temple burned? * W'IIU happened to Cimon and 'l'hraaybulll8 at tile river Eurymedon 1 
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lO.-GoaDlull. In this place he visited the cutle where was 
prese"ed with supentitious care, the Gortliar& hot. The 
story of the knot was tbis: In thoee early ages, when re
markable events were 80 common, a Phrygian peasant nam
ed Gordius, being engaged in plowing, an eagle perched 
upon the yoke of his oxen, and quietly rode up and down 
the field. Interested in the phenomenon, he left his work 
and went to seek some one to explain the mystery. He 
wandered on, tillapproa.ching a village, he saw a girl draw· 
ing water from a spring, and finding upon inquiry that she 
belonged to a race of seers, he told her his business. She 
advised him to return, and sacrifice immediately to Jupiter. 
This led to a multitude of inquiries as to the manner in 
which the ceremony was to be performed; and finally he 
persuaded the girl to marry him and accompany him home. 
Nothing important occurred till a IOn of this match, named 
Midas, attained manhood. The Phrygians were then de
bating upon a change in their form of government, and 
while in assembly, were told that "A cart would bring them 
a king to relieve their troubles." Soon after, Gordius and 
Midas came in a cart to the convention, and the people ~ 
lieving the oracle to be thus answered, elected :Midas king of 
Phrygia. In commemoration of this event, Midas dedi
cated the cart and its appendages, to the gods. The yoke 
was tied to the pole with a piece of the bark of the cornel 
tree, in such a knot as no one could unloose. A tradition 
arose, that whoever 81wu.ld. untie tMt /mot, 81wu.ld. be lurd of 
A..ria; and the failure of many ambitious men who bad at
tempted it, gave great importance to Alexander's visit. 
Some say that he cut the knot with his sword. Arrian as
serts that he wrested the pin from the beam, and 80 took off 
the yoke. The means are of no consequence. He was 
believed to have accomplished the oracle, and to be the 
"destined lord of Asia." Here the troops that had been 
home, re-joined the army. 

B. C. 333. Second Campaign. 

1l.-ANCYlU. At this place an embassy met the king of 
Macedonia, bringing offers of submission from 

12.-PAPHLAGONIA. Thence he marched southward through 
13.--CAPPADOCIA, every town of which surrendered, till he ' 

reached the lofty ridge of Taurus which separates Asia 
Minor from Syria. 
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14.-Tu P AU 01' Mo11Jft' T .AORtIII, called the Gate. The 
Peraiau thoupt to defend this important point, but the 
troops took flight at the approach of the GreciaDa, and 
Alexander encamped without molestation upon the plaina 
of Cilicia. 

U;.-T.u.soe. The Persian forces stopped here, and Alex
ander hastened on to meet them. They 1Ied again, but his 
exertion had so heated his blood, that the light of the Cyd
nus rolling its cool waters from the 8JlOw-elad summits of 
the mountains, was perfectly irreeistible. He plunged in 
and amueed himself sometime in swimming, but he paid 
a severe penalty for his imprudence. A violent fever 
seized upon him and brought him down to the brink of the 
grave. 

16~-ANCBIA.Lua. As soon as he was sufficiently recovered, 
Alexander II8Ot- Parmenio to aeeure the passes into Syria, 
while he en~ in the more active business of reducin~ 
tbat part 01' the country west of Tarsus. At Anchl
alus a monument was found, bearing this inscription, "Sar
danapalus, son of Anacyndaraxes, in one day founded An. 
ehialus and Tarsus;- eat, drink, and play: all other 
human joys are not worth a fillip." Darius, alarmed by 
the rapid advances of the Greeks, determined at last to take 
the field and meet the "mad boy" in person. He drew up hie 
troops Dear Babylon, with a pomp little inferior to that di&
played by Xerxes. The mngi carrying the Sacred Fire 
on altars of massy silver, led the van, chanting a solenin 
hymn. Three hundred and sixty.five youths veiled in 
Tlrrialian purple, followed; then came the splendid chariot 
o Jove drawn by white horses; and then the magnificent 
.teed. of the BUD. Then followed ten chariots richly em
bossed with silver and gold; and the cavalry of the twelve 
nations displaying arms and ensigns of the most curioUl 
workmanship. The Immortal Band took the Dext rank, 
and 15000 men dreseed in the costliest apparel, called the 
king's relations, followed. Then came the king himself, 
seated in a lofty chariot so richly ornamented that it can 
hardly be described, with the images of Ninus and Belus, 
and a golden eagle fixed upon the sides. Ten thousand 
men anned with spears of silver, and darts of glittering gold, 
followed; and 30,000 infantry enclosed him as a body guard. 
His mother, wife, and children, also surrounded by chosen 

• .. ,...10. 
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attendants, traveled with the anny and king accordin~ to 
the custom of the Persians; and a multitude of nations 
brought up the rear. With this vast cavalcade of near a 
million of BOula, resembling more a triumphal procession 
than a host anned for battle, Darius moved from the plains 
of the Euphrates, northward towards the mountains of Syria, 
in quest of Ii handful of Greeks, who had already wrested 
from him the fertile territory of Asia Minor. As Darius I. 
had his Hippiu, and Xerxes his Demaratus, 80 this king 
had also his attendant Grecian exile, Charidemus. While 
reviewing his immense army, Darius turned to Charidemus, 
and inquired, if even the sight of such a multitude would not 
be sufficient to frighten Alexander. The Grecian, proud 
of the superiority of his countrymen, replied with such a 
cutting comparison between troops nurtured in the lap of 
luxury, and those taught by neceaility to meet danger in 
the most appalling forms, as displeased his royal patron. 
Darius, naturally mild and gentle, was now 80 agitated by 
jealousy and fear, that he ordered his faithful monitor to 
instant execution. 

17.-Issus. The mighty host commanded by Darius here 
came to an engagement with the Grecians, and was entirely 

. defeated. The moment Darius saw his troops giTing way, 
he retreated with the greatest precipitation, and getting 
into difficult places, where his chariot could not pass, he 
threw down his bow, sJtield, and royal mantle, and fled on 
horseback. Some of his army struck into the high road to 
Persia; BOme ran into the woods, or wandered among the 
mountains; 100,000 of his men were left dead upon the 
field; and his mother, queen, and children, were taken pris
oners in the camp. The royal tent, furnished with vessels 
of gold and every species of eastern luxury, was a curiosity 
to the hardy Macedonian king. After having surveyed the 
silken drapery, tasted the delicious wines, and inhaled the 
luscious perfumes, he exclaimed contemptuously, "This, 
then, it is to be a king!n One beautiful casket he appro-· 
priated to himself. The manuscript of Homer's Iliad pre
pared for him by Aristotle, was placed in it, and ever after
ward styled the Casket copy. From the tent of Darius he 
proceeded to that of the princesses. The kindness and 
generosity with which he treated them, forms one of the 
most beautiful traits in his history. The child of Darius, 
seeing a man in armor, stretched out his hands to the oon-
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queror, and Alexander, taking him in his arms, care.ed 
bim with the utmost tenderness.· To the ladies the victor 
granted every privilege demanded by Persian custom. 

18.-Duuscus. This was a treasure city of Darius, and 
Alexander sent Parmenio to take it. The governor sur
rendered at once, and such vast quantities of spoils fell into 
the hands of the victors, as loaded. 7000 beasts, besides 
beaps of valuable jewelry. 

19.--SIDON. The inhabitants of this city gave up their keys 
with joy to the conqueror. While in Syria, he received a 
letter from Darius, in which that monarch offered any sum 
of money fur the ransom of his family, and desired condi
tions of peace. The king of Macedonia replied by alluding 
to the invasions of Greece by the Persians. He charged 
Darius with stirring up the Greeks against Macedonia, and 
procuring the death of his father. 

20.-TYRE. As he proceeded along the coast of Phenicia, a 
deputation met ~"! from Tyre, bringing offers of.(rientfikip, 
but not of aaWmi&non. He thanked them for thell" amicable 
professions, and expressed his intention of visiting the city 
to worship the Tyrian Hercules. The gates were closed 
when he arrived, and he received a polite intimation that 
the Tyrians did not wish to admit him. Thereupon, he 
resolved to besiege the place. Old Tyre had been destroy
ed by Nebuchadnezzar 240 years before;t but New Tyre, 
standing on an island half 0. mile from the shore, was at 
this time the strongest maritime town in the world. Its 
walls were 100 feet high and 18 miles in circuit. With a 
fleet obtained from Sidon and Cyprus, Alexander block
aded it by sea; while by land he undertook the carry
ing out a mole from Old Tyre to the rocky ramparts of the 
Dew city. The Tyrians defended themselves With the most. 
determined bravery. They destroyed the mole several 
times; they caught the workmen with grappling irons, and 
dragged them within the walls; they sent out fire-ships, 
and burnt many galleys, and ,poured down showers of heated 
sand upon the besiegers, which, penetrating throu~h the 
chinks of the armor, burned to the very bone. For six 
months this dreadful siege lasted, and then Tyre was "taken 

*The boy coold not have mistaken him for his father, for Dariua wu of 
• tall, elegant form, while Alemnder WIUI rather .holt and UDgracelal ill 
bill penon. 

t See JOHph'. chap&el of ~ 
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but DOt reodered." From house to house, and from street 
to street, every inch of ground was disputed; mercy W88 

neither asked nor given, until a great part of the gnrriaon 
had fallen. Eight thousand Tyrians fell in tbe onslaught, 
and thirty thousantl captives were sold into slavery. 

Read la. niii. 10, 11. Ea. nvii. 10-13, 16, 18, 19, 23-25,:H, 35; 
.. uvili. 7,-&' 

Read Zech. iL ~ II, 13, 16. 

While the siege of Tyre was in progress, Alexander 
received another letter from Darius, in which the monarch 
offered him his daughter in marriage, and the whole country 
from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean, as her dowry. 
"If I were Alexander," said Parmenio, "I would accept iL" 
"So would I, were I Parmenio," said the king. 

It.-JERUSALEM. From Phenicia, Alexander marched to 
Palestine. The Jews, whose city and temple had been re
built by the Persians, loved their benefactol'B, and faithfully 
adhered to their cause. It was therefore not without terror, 
that iliey heard of the approach of the victorius commander 
at lssus. Josephus says, tbat Jaddua, the high priest, cloth
ed in his sacred robes, went out to meet Alexander, and no 
sooner did the Macedonian monarch behold him, than he 
prostrated himself, and worshiped the holy name inscn"bed 
upon his mitre. When the astonished nobles inquired the 
reason of this strange reverence, he told them that such a 
person had appeared to him in a vision, and invited him to 
undertake the conquest of Asia. Jaddua pointed out to him 
those passa~ in the book of Daniel, ,,·here his rapid con
quests were foretold, and after some more conversation, was 
dismfllSed in a friendly manner. 

Read Daniel viii. 2().....22.. 

tI.-GAZA. was situated two miles from the sea, on a lofty 
rock surrounded by a tenitory of deep sand. The governor 
refused to surrender, and Alexander would not leave an un
oonquered place behind him. Timber and eartb were 
brought from a distance, a mound formed as high 88 the 
walls, and battering rams erected. After a great expense 
of time, money, and lives, the place feD into the hands of 
the Greeks. Every man of the garrison died fighting. 
The governor was taken alive, and put to death in the moat 
horrid manner. 

U.-Pm.ualUJL In eeven dayr march tiom GaD, Aleun-
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der arrived with his army before this place, at the same time 
that his Beet sailed into the harbor. The Egyptians, haten 
of the Persians since the days of Cambyses, received him 
with joy, and thus he became the acknowledged lord of this 
fertile and wealthy country, without striking a blow. 

24.-HELIOPOLIS, the city of the Sun. To know the country, 
and arrange the government of the people who had become 
his peaceful subjects, he advanced up the right bank of th" 
Nile to Heliopolis, where he crossed the river and proceeded to 

25.-MEMPBIS, the place of the tombs and treasures of the 
Egyptian kings. 

:!6.-ALEXANDIUA. Learning that Egypt had no convenient 
sea port, he explored the coast of the Mediterranean till he 
reached a suitable point, where he founded the city which 
still bears his name. - Far within that vast tract of sand, 
known as the Lybian Desert, lay the beautiful oasis con· 
taining the temple of Jupiter Ammon. An insatiable de
sire to be considered rather 0. god than a man, had, by the 
conversation of his mother, been instilled into the mind of 
Alexander. Stimulated by this foolish vanity, he ma~hed 
with a small escort along the aea-coast about 200 miles, to 

27.-PAILBTONIUM. Thence he turned lOUth, and traversing 
those fields which a tropical sun renders ever arid and ster· 
ile, he arrived safely at 

28.-Taz TZIIPLB 01' JUPITII:B. AIOI'ON. The island of de
lightful green, which greeted his eyes on emerging from the 
vast ocean of sand, was only about five miles across, each 
way. The air was pleasantly cool; springs of the finest 
water were plentiful; and beneath the shade of lofty trees 
whose spreading branches shut out the scorching rays of the 
sun, the weary band reposed after their perilous and fatiguing 
journey. The priest confirmed the monarch's pretensions, 
and he left the temple the aclmotDZedgetl B01& Of the god. I 
Thence he returned again to 

(20. }-MEMPBIS~ where ambassadors from the states of Greece 
were waiting to congratulate him on his success. 

B. C. 331. Third Campaign. 

While Alexander wintered in Egypt, a reinforcement 
from Greece arrived, and upon the opening of spring, he 
moved again to . 

{20. }-TYRE, the place o.ppointed for the meeting of the Beet, 
• It w .. marked out in the shape of • MacedoniaD cloak. 
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entry, UId ....... Thither tile AtbeDiaa _ip Paralus 
coa'Yeyed ministers from the difterent republica, who ac
cpJainted bim with tbe state of aftiUrs in hiB own country. 
After baving made arJ'lUlgements for the aecurity of Greece, 
he went on his way, and about the beginning of June 
reached 

SI.-TRAPBAcu8, the place where young CyJ'tlS crossed the 
• Euphrates, with bie Grecian Uoop& The bridgee were br0-
ken down, and a body of Persians stood ready to dispute his 
passage ; but their hearts failed at hie approach, and taking 
flight, they left the Greeks to repair the bridges, and con
tinue their route unmole8ted. It was Alexander'. intention 
to march immediately to Babylon; but learning that Darius 
had aseembled a larger force than he commanded at lams, 
end was waiting his approach on the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, he directed hie course thither, and without 0bstruc
tion, cl'OlllJed that rapid river at a ford. 

1O.-AuIlLA. Here Darius deposited his heavy baggage 
aDd military stores; and very judiciously chOlie his station 
about six miles from the town, in a place sui1ah1e tor the 
action of his cavalry andscythe-armed chariots. Alexander 
approached, and prepared for battle. That night he slept 
IOUndly, though Darius reviewed his troops by toreh~light, 
and the murmur of the immense multitude seemed like the 
lOWing of the sea wheD the waters are agitated by tile vio. 
hmce of the wind. Two years after the victory at &sus, 
Alexander agaiD moanted Bucepbalus, as a eignal £Or lIattle 
with the IDOllUCh ofABia. He wore a short coat cloeely 
Frt about him; over that, a breast-plate of linen strongly 
quilted, which had been found among the spoils of IaaOs. 
His helmet of polished iron mone like silver. A superb belt, 
given him by the Rhodiane, encircled his waist, from which 
was suspended a sword of the finest temper. Aristander, 
the soothsayer, rode by hie side, clothed in a white robe 
and a golden crown. Just as they were acjvancing, an ea
gle appeared above their heads, and slowly sailed towards 
tbe enemy. As soon as the army caught sight of the noble 
bird, they rushed on like a torrent to the fight. Alexander, 
following the example of Epaminondas, directed his efforts 
to one point, and selected for that point, the spot where Da
rius rode upon hie lofty chariot In the midst of hie royal 
torces. The king of Asia sustained himself much better 
than on the former occasion; but the cmset of the Macedo-
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nians was 80 tenible, that his body guard were I8ized with 
consternation, and Bed. A few of the bravest of them in· 
deed lost their lives in defending their 801ereign; and fall· 
ing in heaps, one upon another, strove to stop the pUl'llUit, by 
clinging, in the pangs of death, to the Mllcedonians, and 
catching hold of the legs of the horses, 118 they pranced 
over their prostrate bodies. Darius had now the most dread· 
ful dangers about him. His defenders were driven back 
upon him; the wheels of his chariot became entangled 
among the dead bodies, 80 that it WIl8 almost imp<l68ible to 
turn it; and the horses, plunging among heaps of slain, 
bounded up and down, and no longer obeyed the charioteer. 
Again he quitted his chariot, and throwing away his arms, 
1led on horseback. At first, Alexander pushed on after 
him; but at dark, abandoned the pursuit, and returned to 
the camp. About midnight, with a band of chosen troops, 
he rode off to Arbela, and surprising the town, gained pos-
8eI!I8iOn of it without 1I100dshed. The Persian empire, ap
pearing to be entirely destroyed by the defeat at Arbela, 
Alexander was acknowledged /ting Of Asia. Without wait
iIIg for the formal abdication or destruction of Darius, he 
turned to secure the tl'ea8ures which the fugitive. monarch 
had left in his grasp. 

31.-BABYLoN. As the conqueror approached this city, he 
was met by the whole population, following in 80leIDD pro. 
eeeeion the nobles and priests, who brought him preaents, 
and IlUl'l'8tIdered the citadel, treasury, and town, into his 
bands. The reedy submission of his new subjects 80 pleas
ed Alexander, that he ordered the former temples \0 be re
restored, and. assisted himself at a sacrifice of Belus. 

32.-SuSA was the common winter residence of the Persian 
court. Before Alexander reached this place, the son of the 
governor met him, assuring him that the gates were open 
to receive him, and a treasury, containing a sum equal to 
t45,O{)0,000, waiting his disposal. The spoils found in Suo 
sa, were such as no other city ever presented to a conqueror. 
There were stuft's of such exquisite purple, that though 
treasured 190 years, they still retained their freshness and 
beauty; splendid vases containing the waters of the Nile 
and Danube, which the Persians kept among their precious 
things, to show the extent of their dominions; and what 
Alexander valued more than all; the brazen statues of 
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Harmodius and Aristogiton,. which Xerxes had stolen (rom 
Greece, and which the autocrator.general now sent back as a 
peace offering to the Athenians. Here he reinstated the 
family of Darius in the palace where they had passed the 
happy years of power; and having committed the admin
istration of affairs to a Persian, went on his way. The 
passage from Susa to Persepolis W88 rough and difficult, 
leading over mountains inhabited by savage tribes, to whom 
even the kings of Persia had paid toll; but the rapidity of 
Alexander's movements disconcerted their plans of defence, 
and the Greeks took possession of their strong holds. The 
officers of Darius fled from the city at his approach, not 
even stopping to plunder the treasury of Cyrus, in which 
Alexander found 88 much coin as he did at SuS&, and such 
quantities of rich movables 88 loaded 20,000 mules and 
5,000 camels. He stayed in this place four months, that 
his troops might rest After their fatigues, and prepare for the 
spring campaign. The first time he sat down on the ·throne 
of the Persian kings, under a golden canopy, an old Corin
thian exclaimed, while the tears streamed from his eyes, 
"What a pleasure have those Greeks missed, who died 
without seeing Alexander seated on the throne of DariU&" 
Before breaking up his winter quarters, he made a great en
tertainment, at which all the guests drank to excess. An 
Athenian courtezan, Thais, having studiously praised the 

. lord of the feast during the whole evening, su~ the 
idea of closing the bfmquet by a conflagration or-the l'Gyal 
palace, in revenge for the burning of Athens by Xerxes ; 
and she desired to light the flame with her own hands, that 
it might ~ said, the IDOfI&eft had taken better veng&llDCe upon 
the Persians, than all the generals of GI'G8C80 The whim 
struck the conqueror favorably; and the guests, heated 
with wine, received the proposition with acclamations. Im
mediately they rose from the table, and following Thais 
with lighted tapers in their hands, proceeded to set fire to 
every part of the grand palace, accompanying the exploit 
with loud peals of mirth and music. 

B. C. 330. Fourth Campaign. 

From the fatal overthro~ at Arbela, Darius had proceed. 
* After the banishment of tbe Pisistratide, Harmodius and Aristogiton Ie· 

ceived almost heroic honora. Statues of the finest braaa were erected 
to their memory, and their namel were held in the highest veneration. . 
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ad to Ecbatana, hoping to raiae an army there of BUfficient 
force to preserve to him the ancient kingdom of Media, with 
Bactria and Sogdiana; but finding that a universal panic 
had seized his soldiers, he gave up all hopes of regaining 
his lost kingdom, and sought only to escape with the relics 
of his treasure, to some distant prtYVince. Five days before 
Alexander reached 

34.-EcBATANA, the defeated monarch left that city, and re
treated through the passes of the mountains that skirt the 
Caspian-sea. Alexander stopped long enough to re-organ
ize his army, to reward his soldiers with princely munifi
cence, to re-engage those who wished still to push their for
tunes in his service, to dismiss thoee weary of campaigns 
and victories, and to settle the affairs of the province. Then 
with a chosen band, he resumed the pursuit of Darius. After 
marching eleven days so rapidly that many horses died of 
fatigue, he received tidings, tending rather to increase than 
retard his speed. He learned from two of Darius' servants 
that Bessus, 8Ovemor of Bactria and another satrap, had 
seized their sovereign, and carried him oft' a close prisoner; 
that it was their intention, if Alexander overtook them, to 
deliver him up, and so gain favor for themselves; or if they 
succeeded in escaping, to depose him, and usurp the 8Ovem
ment of the northern provinces. This news roused every 
energy of Alexander. He traveled day and night without 
intermission, till he came up with the traitors, (or rather 
with their prisoner,) for Bessus, finding himself unable to 
push on with the chariot as fast as necessary, had given Da
rius several severe wounds, and left him weltering iu his 
blood. Only about sixty of the Macedonians were able to 
keep pace with Alexander, till he reached the enemy's 
camp. There they rode over scattered garments, and fur
niture, and golden vessels, and passing a number of carria
ges filled with deserted women and children, came to the' 
chariot where Darius lay in the agonies of death. He 
called for a drink of water, and after having quenched his 
thirst with the cooling draught, stretched out his hand to the 
soldier that brought it, saying, "Friend, this fills up the 
measure of my misfortunes, to think I am not able to re
ward thee for this act of kindness. .But Alexander will not 
let tAu 80 without a recompense, and the gods will reward 
.. for hia humanity to my mother, my wife, and my children. 
Tell him I gave thee my hand in his stead, and convey to 
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him the only pledge I am able to give of my gratitude and 
affection." When Alexander came up, Darius was already 
dead. The conqueror was greatly afflicted at the tragica1 
end of his rival. He threw bis own robe over the bleeding 
body, and with generous care, caused it to be conveyed to 
Susa, where the queen;- Sisygambis, interred it with fUneral 
honors. Meanwhile, the conspirators betook themselves to 
the lofty wooded mountains of 

35.-HuCANIA,. where Bessus, adopting the name of Art&
xerxes, prepared to vindicate his title to the throne of Per
sia. Alexander continued the pursuit, and conquered the pro
vince; but Bessus made his escape with a body of 600 borse. 
Execution I Thus successful in all his enterprises against 
Pbilotu • .:'.t the barbarians, Alexander was wounded by a ~ 
Parmenio. mestic affliction, for which the most brilliant vic.

tory could not compensate. Pannenio had been the " one 
general" whom Philip loved and trusted; the able counselor 
and guide of Alexander in his youth, and his companion in 
all his toilsome campaigns. Philotas, the son of Parmenio, 
had been one of the monarch's most intimate and favored 
friends from childhood. This Philotas was accused of trea
son, and being put upon the rack, confessed the crime, IUId 
named his father as one of the accomplices. An assembly 
of the Macedonians was called, and the father and son were 
both condemned to die. Philotas was stoned to death, and 
a particular friend of Parmenio's was sent into Media, 
where that venerable general was stationed, to execute the 
sentence upon him. Parmenio was walking in his park, 
and seeing his friend approaching, ran to embrace him, in
quiring after his son and his king, with the greatest tender
ness. The assassin gave him a letter from Alexander, and 
while he was reading it, stabbed him in the side, repeating 
his blows till assured he was dead. Thus fell this great 
"lnan, illustrious both in peace and war. He was seventy 
years of age, and had served his sovereign with fidelity and • 
zeal in numberless campaigns; two of his sons had died in 
battle, and with the third and last he'himself fell a victim to 
the suspicions which an infamous boy had aroused, and 
vicious favorites had fostered, in the mind of the king, for 
whom he had so ofte.n hazarded his life. The lust of power 
and the lride of dominion had already taken deep I09t in 
the min of Alexander. He was surrounded by flatterers, 

• Now lDdepeM8Ill TarIuJ. Here He Map No. I. 
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and hls foolish ambition to be considered tJ god ~ the 
weak points in hls character. Philotus ridiculed this pre-

. tension, and thus plucked down ruin upon his own head; for 
his guilt, to say the least, was not fully proved. Knowing 
that. the execution of these distinguished individuals might 
create discontent, Alexander again marshaled his forces, and 
set out after Bessus, who had retreated to N orthem India, 
laying waste the country behind him. He met with no par
ticular adventure, till he reached the head waters of the 
Indus. Winter overtaking him there, he employed his 
troops in building a city which he named 

36.-ALEXANDllIA.. It is sUll a flourishing place on the great 
route of Candahar, by which caravans go through Affghan
istan and Northern Indin, to Agra and Lahore.· 

B. c. 329. Fll\h Campaign. 

Observing the hardiness, and vigor of the natives of these 
climates, he enrolled 30,000 boys among his followers, and 
caused them to be trained in the Macedonian discipline. 
Meanwhile, Bessus had established himself in Bactria, nnd 
Alexnnder, anxious to come upon him before he was prepar
ed, moved early in the spring to the north. The soldiers, 
tired of marches nnd counter-marches, and thinking the ob
ject of their expedition already accomplished by the subjec
tion of Persia, and the death of Darius, were so little pleased 
with the idea of traveling to the north while the snow was 
yet upon the ground, that nothing but murmurings and re
pinings was heard within the camp. Alexander called 
them all together, and addressed them as his friends and sup
porters, so mixing the tender with the animating in his 
speech, that he excited their sympathies, and raised their droop
ing spirits; and they declared themselves willing to follow 
wherever he should lead. Profiting by this favorable dis
position, he made all speed into Bactriana. 

37.-BA.CTBIA, and 38-AoRNI, the two principal cities of 
• the province, were taken by assault, and all the rest quietly 

submitted. After crossing the river Oxust on skins stuffed 
with straw, he received tidings of Bessus. Two of the 
traitor's servants, imitating his example, had treated him in 
the same manner that he treated his royal master. They 
seized his person, forced the diadem from his head, tore the 
royal robe of Darius from his shoulders, set him on horse-

* See mapa of Alia in common UINI, and Map No.1, oftbil work. 
tJihon. 
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back, aad bIought him 'bouad to Alu ...... r. The"' nable 
BeBJII .. aent to the mother of Daria to reQ8iye his .toem. 
She ordered four trees to be beDt down, and the limbe of the 
criminal to be fl18teDeci to them; the trees were than per
mitted to 8y back, each bearing away its portion or his 
body. 

39.-8ooMANA.. Here Alexander re&ted with his army, 
while horses and other recruits were collected for the inva
sion of Scythia. Nothing of importance 0CC1ll1'8d till he 
reached 

4O.-THE JAXARTHU.t Scythia in Europe, and Scythia in 
Asia, the great fountain. from which issued, in later times, 
the fierce warriors of Ghengis-Khan and Timurlane, from 
which came forth Huns and Turks upon their work of de. 
truction; were at this time inhabited by wandering tribes, 
which Alexander could have no motive to molesL Never
theless, to fortify his empire against their incursions, he 
built upon the Jaxarthes, 0. city, and called it Alexandria, 
which is the last one we shall notice, though in his travels 
he founded no less than twenty cities of this name. The 
"Speech of the Scythian ambassadors to Alexander," so 
justly celebrated, is too long for insertion here; nor will it 
be necessary to detail the particulars of the hostilities in 
which he soon o.fter engaged with this barbarous people. 
He spent the winter in Bactria, and the historian in speak
ing of him here, mentions that he had changed the Mace
donian for the Persian costume. Indeed, Alexander's con
formity to the luxurious habits of the east, had weakened 
his virtues and rendered him odious to many of his most 
faithful friends. It was five years since he left Macedonia, 
with a comparatively small o.rmy; he was now surrounded 
by numbers, among whom there was as many A.tiatica as 
Greeks, and the adoption of the manners and customs of the 
nations he had subjugated, seemed to him the dictate of pro
found policy; while to the veterans who had retained th,r 
native simplicity of Grecian manners, it seemed but another 
manifestation of that vanity which claimed the worship 
rendered only to the gods. 

B. C. 328. 8istb Campaign. 
The summer of 328 was spent in quelling a revolt among 

the Sogdians, of which no particulars of interest are record-
• Now s.-a.a.L t liIow SiboR Riy •• 
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ed, ezcept that Spitamenea, the leader of it, WII8 the individ
ual "he hetrayed Besaus. He perished, like his predecee
.... by the haDds of falae frieoda, who cut off his head, aDcl 
carried it as a valuable preeent to Aleunder. 

B. C.:wt. Seventh Campaign. 

"Winter still lingered in the lap of spring," wben Alex
ander moved to the destruction of 

4:1.-TBE SOGDIAN ROCK, the last stronghold which resisted 
his power. It was a mountain fortress built upon a rock 
so lofty that its head was crowned with perpetual snows. 
When summoned to surrender, Oxyartes, the governor, 
looked proudly down upon the herald, and inquired, "if 
Alexander had provided himself with winged soldiers." 
Tbe conqueror could not bear this taunt. He otFered im
mense sums to those who would scale the cliff. A band of 
the bravest youths undertook the perilous adventure, and 
succeeded by driving iron pins into the congealed snow, and 

. suspending scaling-ladders upon them. 'fhe barbarians, 
thinking they must have been assisted by invisible beings, 
surrendered immediately upon their summons; and Roxana, 
the beautiful daughter of the governor, so captivated the 
conqueror that he made her the partner of his throne. 
Death or Persia and its environs were now subdued, and 

elitus. Alexander projected the conquest of India. Before 
leaving these provinces, he regulated the government and 
committed it to Clitns, a valued friend, who had saved his 
life at the Granicus. As usual, the Macedonians prefaced 
the expedition with sacrifices and feasts. While they sat 
drinking, the conversation turned upon the bistory of Castor 
and Pollux, said to be the sons of Jupiter. This, byasso
ciation, brought up Alexander's pretensions to the same 
high birth. The king, indeed, boasted not a little of his 
exploits, and the courtiers about him chimed in with the 

• grossest Hattery. CHtus, heated witb wine, took upon him
self the office of reprover, contending that Philip was a 
greater man than his son, and that Alexander owed his 
victories not so much to his own prowess, as to the brave 
men by whom he had been supported. Alexander retorted; 
and Clitus, far from giving up the dispute at the instigation 
of the more temperate part of tho' company, called upon hill 
king, "To speak out what he had to say, or not invite fre.~ -
men to his table, who would llpeak out their se~timen. 

28 
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.. without reeerve. But perhaps," cOntinued be, "it W'enf 
better to pIUB your life with barbarians and slaves, who will 
wonhip your Pel'Bian girdle and wbite robe without aeru
pIe." Alexander, no longer able to restrain his anger, 
threw an apple in his face, and then looked about lor hie 
sword. The company interposed, and forced ClitU8 from 
the room; but he 800n returned by another door, singing 
in a bold and insolent tone, these lines from Euripides : 

"Are th_ your cua&oma 1 Ia it thna tbac GreKe 
Rewam ller comba&anta 1 Shall one man claim 
The trophlee won by tholl8llllCla r' 

Alexander's fury knew no bounds. He sprang from the 
table, snatched a spear from one of the guards, and laid his 
foster brother dead at his feet, exclaiming, "Go now to 
Philip and Parmenio." The blood of his friend bObered him 
iD a moment; he threw himself upon his body, forced out. 
the javelin, and would have despatched himself with it, had 
not the guards carried him by force to his apartment. He 
passed that night and all the ne,.t day in the deepest 
anguish, and it was some time before his philosopher
courtiers could comfort him. Not long after, a con
spiracy was discovered among the royal pages. Calis
thenes, nephew of Aristotle, who had accompanied Alex
ander partly as a philosopher and partly to collect valuable 
materials for scientific research, was implicated. - All the 
conspirators were put to death except Calisthenes. He 
was mutilated, and carried about with the army in an iron 
cage, until he terminated his life by poison. 

B. C. 316. E1ghtb Campaign. Conqlleet of India. 
Alexander having set out for the conquest of Asia with a 

land force of less than 40,000 men, and with a revenue 100 
scanty for their support; now with the income of the Per. 
sian Empire too vast for computation, ccmmanded an army 
which could scarcely be numbered. He had read in tlIe 
Grecian fables that Hercules and Bacchus, both sons of 
Jupiter, had marched as far as India, and he determined to 
outdo his brothers and go still farther. Late in the jriDg 
of the year 826, he broke up his camp in Bactria, an pro
ceeded with rapid march to his new field of glory. It will 

• Some anthon aay Caliatheoee w .. pat to dea&b becaWICI he promiled til 
adore Aleuoder, and broke hia word. Thi. w .. the mao who II'aII8cribed 
the Chaldeua recorda fll1md in the fiUle of Belna. See page 14. 
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Dot be nec8lllary to 8p~ify all his adventures. Nothing 
was found capable of resisting his power. He took eight 
towns by storm, fought many battles, crossed the Indus, and 
went on to meet an Indian king beyond the Hydaspes, whom 
fame reported to be worthy of his arms. Between these 
two rivers he took up his winter quarters, which brings us 
to the year 

B. C. 3~. Ninth Campaign. 
49.-THB H YDASPB8 was swollen with the melting of the 

snows and the spring rains, when the Grecians began to. 
make preparations for crossing. Porus, (the Indian king,) 
aware of Alexander'8 intention, assembled his army on 
the banks determined to dispute his passage; but our hero 
bad ingenllity as well as courage. Every night he sent out 
bodies of cavalry, with orders to BOUnd their trumpets, and 
raise their war cry, as if preparing to force their way 
across the river. Porus at first drew out his men at every 
fresh alarm; but finding it amounted to nothing, he suffered 
his troops to enjoy their repose, and neglected watching the 
fords altogether. Every thing fell out as Alexander had 
calculated. One dark night, when a dreadful thunder-storm 
shook the surrounding hills, and drowned the noise of the 
embarkation, the Macedonians crossed an arm of the river 
to a small island densely wooded, and before morning were 
Car advanced ill preparatioll for passiag the other branch of 
the stream. The Indian Ollt-posts sent immediate notiee or 
the enemy'8 approach to Porus; but as his attention was 
engaged with a body of horse which appeared about to 
attempt the fords opposite the place where he had stationed 
himself, he considered the alarm up the stream as a feint, 
and merely sent his SOD thither with a small band. Alex
ander effected a landing in safety, attacked the Indian cav
alry, and slew the son of Porus. Both sides then prepared 
for a decisive battle. Porus placed his cavalry and war 
chariots upon the wings, drew up his elephants in front or 
his line, and his infantry in a solid mass in the rear. The 
charge was violent and bloody; the elephants threw the 
Greeks into confusion, just as the left wing of the Indians 
was put to flight; but as the Maeedonian light troops came 
up and immediately 8lew their guides, these unwieldly ani. 
mals, not knowing which way to go, and irritated by 
wounds, ran round the field and increased the general 
tumult. Porus, who was easily distinguished froni aU otbeiw 
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by his stature, bravery, and the size of the elephant on 
which he rode, fought with the most determined courage. 
Even after the fortune of the day 11'88 lost, he remained 
upon the field, striving to rally his forces, and retrieve his 
honor. The noble beast on which he was mounted, took 
the greatest care of bis person; and when he perceived 
bim ready to sink under the multitude of weapons showered 
upon him, he kneeled down in the softest manner, and with 
his proboscis gently drew every dart from his body. Porus 
was taken prisoner, and brought before Alexander, who 
inquired of the fallen monarch how he would like to be 
treated. "Like a king," was the proud reply. Delighted 
at finding in another, sentiments so congenial to his own, 
Alexander distinguished Porus with unusual favors; for he 
l10t only restored to him all his own dominions, but added 
..,ery extensive territories to them, so that though he sobdued 
him as king of one nation, he left him acting as emperor of 
a country wbich contained "flee,. fUltion&, 37 populous 
cities, and numerous flourishmg villages. On the field of 
battle, the Macedonians threw up the walls of Victory-town, 
in commemoration of their success, and, at the point where 
they crossed the Hydaspes, Alexander built a city which 
he called Bucephalia, in honor of his favorite horse, which 
died there of old age. Here he stationed a part of his army 
to build a fleet, with which to explore the Indus. 
The 101diera Curiosity and love of conquest had now be
refuae to go come so settled in the mind of Alexander, that he 

Jutber. could not be satisfied with the vast extent of coun
try south and east of Porus' dominions, which his soldiers 
IUbdued with almost incredible rapidity. A great sovereign 
was said to reside far to the eastward, governing a populous 
and wealthy continent, so extensive that its utmost limits 
were entirely unknown. To :reach this continent, and over
throw this empire, became theobject ofhis solicitude; and or
ders were accordingly given to prepare for advancing to the 
Ganges, a river which was reported to lle thirty-two fur
longs wide and one hundred fathoms deep. The Macedon
ians, who had traveled through so many lands, and wasted 
the best part of their lives in fatiguin$ campaigns, were now 
incessantly tuming their eyes to their dear native country, 
and longing to revisit iL For two months, they had been 
exposed to violent stonns; and now when new wars and 
new dangers were proposed, neither the severity of military 
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discipline, nor their love for their young sovereign, could 
prevent their feelings from breakias forth in loud lamenta
tions. Some bewailed their calamities in the most plaintive 
terms, while others resolutely declared they would go no 
farther. The dissatisfaction spread among all ranks, and 
included even Alexander's most confidential friends. Still 
bent upon his expedition, the conqueror assembled his army, 
rehearsed in a moving manner all the victories and spoils 
they had won, !lnd the perils they had encountered together, 
and set before tl1em in glowing colors t~e new laurels they 
should gain, if they continued their roul-e to the ocean. But 
all in vain. The soldiers, with eyes fixed upon the ground, 
lRaintained a resolute silence, until a Wlnerable man, more 
bold than the rest, took up 1he reply. H~ stated in the moat 
respectful tODe, that of the Macedo.iane who left Gtoe-ece 
with their general eight years ltefore, some had fallen ill 
"attIe; some, disabled with wounds, had been left in different 
places, far from their families and friends; many had died 
Gf sickness, fatigue, and forced marches; and of the few 
that remained, the bodily energies were weakened, and the 
minds impaired. He reminded his SOMftlign, that hi. OlIVa 
family had a right to expect him; that the Grecian repu. 
lies of which he was the chosen head, bad Nen troIIbled by 
divisions in consequence of his absence; aad that -every 
llrinciple of honor and moderation required his return home .. 
The 101diers received this statement of their grievances and 
desires witb enthusiastic applause, and the ~, ,greatl, 
chagrined, disnaissed the assembly, and retired silently to.b. 
tent. Here h-e shut himself up, and refused for two days 
to see even his friends, but finding that bis aiBiction wrought 
DO cbange in the minds of his soldiers, he ordered a sacri
fice to be performed, by which the matter was referred t. 
tbe gods. Then assembling his officers, he told them that 
as the divine powers were fa'Vorable to the desires of the 
army, he would cheerfully gi.e up his own wishes, and they 
might communicate his intentions to move homewl11'd. 
The joy of the heroic Ten 'nlousand when "the sea" burst 
upon their longing gaze, could scarcely have equaled the 
eml)tions of the sorrowing Grecians, when dlese ·glad tidinga 
were communicated to them. The whole camp echoed 
with praises and blessings of Alexander, and hardy veterans 
wept tears of joy, as imagination presented the distam 
_res of Greece to their delighted view. 

23-
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:Before he eet oot 011 hill return, AleU1'1der 
Tbe Oeeaa. caaeed twelve altara seventy.in feet hi~b, to be 
erected in honor of the twelve vietories he had oebie~ed 
in India; and marking out an immense camp, IElft iB it 
mangers for horses of twice the usual size, and every thinS 
else in proportion, to convey the impreSilion that his follow
ers were nearer gods than mortals. Having constitllted 
Porus, viceroy of all the conquered countries, he returned 
to the Hydll8pes, where 0. fleet of 800 galleys, besides va. 
sels of burden and boats, had been provided by the party, 
left there for the purpose. In these the army took its 
departure, (except a detachment which marched each side 
of the river,) about the time of the setting of th~ Pleiades, 
that was, in October. It took them nine months to move 
down the river, and conquer all the various tribes upon its 
banks. When they were first greeted by the sea b~. 
Alexander leaped with joy, and besought the soldiers to lOW 

with all their might, for now they were come to the end of 
&heir toil~ and without fighting any more battles, or spilling 
any more blood, were masters of the universe. With feel
ings of mhlgled delight and awe, the army gazed upon the 
heavy swell of the ocean, a scene quite new to them; nor 
was their astonishment less, whem, six hours after, the roar
ing waves retired in a regular ebb, and exposed the BaDdy 
beach to their curious eyes; but Alexander, thinking that 
the boundaries of the earth had been reached, and a limit 
I8t to his ambition, "wept because there were no more 
worlds to conquer." 

B. C. 124. Return from India. 

\After having bElSOught heaven, "That no man might 
ever reach beyond the bounds of this expedition," he pre
pared to traverse the tract DOW known as Beloochistan, on 
his way to Persia. He sent his fleet out under the admiral, 
Nearchus, with orders to coast along the unknown sea, and 
join the land army in the Euphrates. In 

50.-THB DESERT,- his troops suffered incredibly from want 
of provisions and wholesome water; and such mortality 
prevailed, that he brought back from Indio. only about one
fourth of his army. After they had eaten all the palm tree 
roots they could find, they fed upon their beasts of burden, 
and finally upon the horses, so that having no means ot 

• Saudy De.ert, now KermllD. 
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transporting those rich spoils which they had gone to the 
ends of the earth to collect, they were obliged to throw them 
away. At last, the miserable remains of that gallant army 
reached 

51.-CARMANJA, where plenty once more smiled upon them. 
The govemol'll of the provinces, hearing of the conqueror's 
approach, sent all kinds of provisions, arms and p1"esents ; 
and the remainder of his route to 

(33. )-PERSEPOLIS was one triumphal procession. His chao 
riot was drawn by eight horses. Upon it was placed a lofty 
platform, where he and his principal friends reveled day 
and night. Other carriages followed, covered with rich ta
pestry, or paper hangings, or shaded with branches of trees, 
fresh gathered and flourishing. - In these were the rest of 
the king's generals and friends, crowned with flowers, and 
exhilarated with wine. In this whole company was not to 
be seen a buckler, a helmet, or spear; but instead of them, 
cups, flagons, and goblets. These the soldiers filled from 
huge vessels of wine, placed by the way side, and drank 
till intoxication drowned the remembrance of the friends 
they had lost in the expedition. Nearchus, baving made 
the port with his fleet, lell it anchored at the isle of Ormos, 
while he went acrOllS the country to report progress to his 
sovereign. t His account of the voyage excited in Alexan. 
der a great desire to go upon the ocean. He proposed to 
sail round Africa, as Necho's fleet had done; to enter the 
Mediterranean by the Pillars of Hercules; to bumble the 
pride of Carthage which he hated for the assistance it had 
given tbe Tyrians; then to· cross into Spain, and having 
subdued every thing there, to coast along Italy to Epirus, 
and thence return over land to Macedonia. For this pur. 
pose be sent orders to ttle viceroys of Mesopotamia and 
Syria, to build ships upon the banks of the Euphrates; and 
commissioned Nearchus to bring his fleet up the Persian 
Gulf, to the general rendezvous at Babylon. 

Tral'e Alexander on his projected expedition. 

The tomb of Cyrus, at Persepolis, had been violated duro 
ing his absence. It was a dome of stone, consisting of one 
chamber, in wbich stood 0. bed with golden feet, covered with 
Babylonian tapestry. On the bed was a coffin of gold, 

• Bee Pluterch'. Life of Alexander. 
t aere aee Map No. 3, again. 



GIlBBOK-MACBDONIA. 

containing the embalmed body of Cyrus. The inacriptioh 
on the wall, seemed expreealy intended for Alexander. It 
read thus: "0 MAli! WHOSOBVO THOU DT, AND WREN
SOBVB .. THOU COMBST, (POB. COME I ItNOWTHOU WILT,) I AM 
CYB.UII, SON 011' CAMBYSBS, WHO ACQUUlBD EMPI... poa THB 
PEUIANS, AND aBIONBD OVB.. ASIA; ENVY ME NOT TRlS 
MONUMENT." The lid of the coffin was gone, and all the 
furniture of the chamber had been carried away. Alexan
der punished those concerned in the theft with the greatest 
severity. From Persepolis, he proceeded to 

(32. )-Sus.&, where he set himself about the regulation of his 
vast empire. To cement the union of the conquered and 
the conquerors, he married Statim, daughter of Darius, and 
gave her sister to Hephreation, his dearest friend. His chief 
officers he also united to distinguished Persian ladies. When 
about 10,000 such matches had been made, the weddings 
were celebrated in the Persian faahion; but after supper, 
according to the Grecian custom, the ladies were· intro
duced. Each, aa she entered, was received by her husband, 
who took her by her right hand, gave her a k.ias, and seated 
her by his side. To prevent· any ill humor from arising 
among the lower ranks of the Grecians, these nuptial cere
monies were made the occasion of a grand festival. All the 
debts of the soldiers were paid from the royal treasury, and 
tables loaded with every luxury were spread throughout the 
camp, that nODe miffht be excluded from partaking of the 
munificence of their sovereign. To those who had distin
guished themselves, magnificent presents were given; and 
tlle king himself, placed a crown upon the head of the most 
eminent. Here, again, he WIlS joiDed by Nearchua, and 
feeling still a. desire to aee the ocean, he went on board the 
admiral's galley, and ailed d~n to 

t»2.-THB PBRSIAN GULP, and then up to 
68.-"I'HE MOI1TB OF THE TIGRIS, where the main body of his 

army lay encamped. Here he published a declaration that 
all those Macedoniana, who by rell801l of age, wounda, or 
infirmities were unable to endure longer the fatigues of 
service, might return home. The suspicion (which had long 
been Iingerins in their minds, ) that their king had transferred 
his afFections from them to the Persians, was thus changed 
to certainty. Voices were heard through the camp ex
claiming, "He no.longer cares for the M&cedonians, all his 
favor is for barbariana," and some went so far as to voci-
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ferate, "Dismiss us all, and for your associate in future 
campaigns, take your father Ammon." Alexander, upon 
hearing this insolent taunt, leaped from his seat, and point. 
ing out thirteen of the ringleaders, ordered his men to take 
them to immediate execution; then again ascending the trio 
bunal, he addressed the astonished multitude as follows: 
"I do not address you now, t.o divert you from your eager. 
ness to return home j all are welcome to go j but I desire 
first to remind you of what you were when you left home, 
and to what circumstances you are now advanced. In doing 
this, I begin with acknowledging, that not only my obliga
tions, but yours, to my father, are incalculably great. The 
Macedonians were poor and wandering herdsmen, clothed 
in slios, and living among mountains, when my father be· 
gan to reign. Philip introduced civil and military order. 
Towns then arose, garments of leather were exchanged for 
cloth, and wholesome laws and improved manners made the 
people respectable; so that the barbarians, whom the,: had 
been accustomed to fear, were compelled to acknowledge 
their dominion. Those who obtained command in Thessaly, 
had often been their terror; Philip so altered things that the 
Macedonians and Thessalians became nearly one people. 
Communication with southern Greece was commonly diffi· 
cult; success in the war with Phocis made it sure and easy. 
The Athenians and Thebans had aimed at the conquest of 
Macedonia. Philip humbled both, so that those states owed 
their safety to Macedonian generosity. Finally, settling the 
affairs of Peloponnesus, and establishing peace throughout 
Greece, he was elected general of the whole nation, for 
war against Persia, not more to his own honor than that of 
the Macedonian people. Succeeding my father, I found in 
the treasury 60 talents, and borrowed 800 more. Such 
was the fund, with which together with you, I left Macedonia. 
Soon, through our success in arms, Ionia, Eolia, Phrygia, 
and Lydia became tributary. Syria and Palestine soon be· 
came yours, and in the same campaign, the wealth of Egypt 
and Cyrenaica followed without contest. Mesopotamia, 
Babylon, Susa, Bactria, the Persian treasure, the wealth of 
India, and the command of the ocean beyond, are now 
yours.". He then went on to state that he had borne hun. 
ger, thirst, and fatigue with the meanest soldier, and could 

• Lelt the pupil COIIlmit tb,ia 8JII1~eration or Alennd,(a ~l~" to 
JDOmOrJ. 
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abow IICal' for acar with the bravest Dtlicer in the ranks ; tIIat 
be bad appropriated none of the treasures to bimaelf, ud 
was distinguished by nothing but a purple robe and diadem. 
" For your glory and your wealth," continued be, "have I 
led you conquerors over plains and mountains, lands and 
1188& It was my intention to have sent home all thoae lea 
qualified for further service, the envy of mankind; but as 
it is the desire of all to go, go all, and tell those at home 
tbat your king, Alexander, who has led you over Caucasus, 
and through the Caspian gates, across the river Oxus, and 
beyond the Indus, who aL your head braved the perils of 
the Gedrosian desert, and the unknown dangers of the 
ocean, 80 that fieet and army bave hailed him conqueror at 
Susa, has been deserted by you, and turned over to the care 
of barbarians, whom with you he had conquered."\· 

Having thus spoken be descended hastily from the tribu
nal, went to his palace, and did not appear again for three 
days. Tben he sent for the various bodies of infantry 
which he had formed from the youth of conquered nations, 
and surrounding himself with these, permitted none to salute 
him with a kiss but such as were connected with him by 
marriage. The Macedonians, overwhelmed with shame 
and confusion at this severe rebuke, besieged his palace 
with tears and lamentations, till finally overcome with their 
sorrow he ordered the gate to be opened, and presented ~ 
self to his humbled army. A general cry of joy arose ; the 
king mingled his tears with those of his repentant people; 
all were permitted to approach him, and none were forbid
den to take the valued kiss, for he evaded his interdict by 
calling them all /au kinsmen. The reconciliation complete, 
they once more put on their armor, and lifting up the loud 
pman, returned singing to the camp. From the mouth of 
the Tigris, A lexander proceeded to 

{~4. }-ECBATANA.. Here he celebrated a magnificent thanks
giving for his various and extraordinary successes. There 
had come to him from Greece, 3000 persons, skilled in 
various diversions; and these were employed to fill up the 
intervals of eating and drinking with dramatic entertain
ments. But in the midst of these festivities, Hephmstion 
fell sick of a fever,ond as he could not bear to be kept upon 
a low diet, he took the opportunity while his physician was 
gone to the theatre, to eat a roasted fowl, and drink a bottle 
of 1!ine; in consequence of which he grew worse, and died 
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in a few da,.. Alexander's grief on the death of his friend 
exeeeded all bound&. The sounds of music and mirth were 
instantly hushed, the poor physician W88 crucified, and the 
horses and mules were shorn that they might appear to 
share in the general mourning. Sacrifices were offered to 
Heph&!8tioo 88 to a demi.god, and the first relief which 
AltUander seemed to feel, was in conquering a barbarous 
tribe near Ecbatana, and sacrificing the youths to the fIItJfIU 

of his departed friend. After I18ttling affairs in this pro
vince, the conqueror directed his course to the place which 
he designed to make the capital of his empire. 

(31. )-BABYLON. As he wu advancing towards this city, 
N ea.rchus came up the Euphrates, to tell him that the Chal. 
dean priests were of the opinion, that Alexander should not 
enter Babylon. But he slighted the warning, and went into 
the city through the very gate which they had predicted 
would be fatal to him. However, the utifavorable omena 
aft"ected his mind considerably, so that' he lived mostly in his 
pavilion without the walls, and amused himself by sailing 
up and down the Euphrates, and in talking about his grand 
expedition. From the miasmatic exhaltti$ps of the marshes, 
or aa some say, from excessive drinkin!§, he was seized with 
a {ever, but he made an effort to rise e.ery day, and when 
not able to do so, W88 carried on a couCh to the sacrifices, 
and received his officers in his tent. HiB mind was con· 
stantly busied upon his projected enterprise; he continued 
to give orders conceraing it till the eighth day of his mala. 
dy, when he W88 carried back to his palace. He bestowed 
his ring upon Perdiccas, and when one inquired to whom 
the kingdom should be given, he answered, " To the most 
worthy." On the ninth day he W88 speechless, and on 
the eleventh he died, B. C. 323. He lived almost thirty. 
three years, twelve of which he had reigned, and nearly ten 
of which he had passed in Asia. 

Interment of The moment that Alexander's death was known, 
AIuaDder. the whole palace echoed with cries and groans. 
The vanquished Persians and the victorious Greeks bewailed 
alike the man who had established order and peace among the 
nations, and all exclaimed against the j(Ods for having taken 
him away in the flower of his age, and'the plentitude of his 
glory. Nor was this great mourning confined to Babylon; it 
apread over the provinces; it affected every governor; it· 
caused the wounds of Sisygambis, mother of Darius, to bleed 
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alteeh. " She who bad IRlrvind the Dl88l8Cre· of her eishty 
brotben, (who had been put ~ fiath in one day by OchUB ;) 
the Ie. of all her children, and tbe enUre downfall of her 
"house, now on the decease of the enemy and conqueror of her 
line, eeated h8l'8elf upon the gromad, covered her head with a 
veil, and notwithstanding the entreaties of Statira and her si&
ter, refused all nourishment, until, on the fifth day after, she 
expired." 

When the first impressions of grief had subsided, each one 
))egan to calculate the COllll8<Juencea of the event to himself. 
The Greeks were far from home, and without a leader; the 
empire which they had hoped to see established by their valor 
had lost illl head, and uncertain what to do, they waited in 
pa.ioCul anxiety for the arrangements which those in power 
would make. Those in power were equally at a stand. 
Seven days were spent in confusion and disputes, and all that 
time the body of the mighty conqueror lay unembalrned, wait
ing till BOme authority should be constituted to give orders 
concerning its burial. Finally all the principal commanders 
were summoned to a general assembly. The chair of Alex- . 
ander W08 brought and placed in the midst, and Perdiccae laid 
upon it the insignia of royalty, and the ring which Alexander 
had given him. He then declared that it W08 indispensably 
requisite for some person to be elected head of the govern
met, and that the child of RoxBDa should be acknowledged 
monarch of the Macedonian empire. 

To the first proposition all assenWJci; to the last many ob
jected. To commit the sceptre of the world to the hands of a 
guardian in trust, for an infant yet unborn, alarmed the prudent 
8.nd awakened the jealousy of the ambitious, and a long de
bate arose as to the propriety BDd consequences of such a step. 
Aridleus, the half-brother of Alexander, a man whose energy 
of body and mind had been destroyed by poisonous draughts, 
administered by Olympias, was finally chosen monarch, to 
reign conjointly with the child of Roxana, should it prove a 
son. They therefore arrayed Aridmus in the royal robes, 
buckled him with the armor of Alexander, and saluted him by 
the name, of Philip, monarch of Macedon; Perdiccas taking 
care to secure to himself the office of regent of the kingdom 

, and guardian of the future prince. After this important af
fair was settled, the body of Alexander was delivered to ihe 
Egyptians, who embalmed it after their manner, and then a 
special officer WIlS appointed to convey it to the temple of Ju.; 



ALEXANDEB.'S FUNBB..AL. ~ 

piter AiDmon. Two whole years were speIll in prepariDs for 
this magnificent funeral, which made Olympiaa bewail the 
fate of her IOn; who, though the BOn of a god, W88 compelled 
to wander 80 long on the gloomy shores of the Styx. 
TIle Lamian While these important affairs were transactins 

War. in.Asia, the Greeks at heme were not idle. No 
800ner did the news of Alexander's death reach AtheDS, thaa 
the people determined to overthrow the hated supremacy of 
Macedon. Demosthenes, who had been banished, W88 r&o 

called; and his active spirit soon united all the states of Greece 
against Antipater, who had been left viceroy in Alexander's 
absence. All. the citizens capable of bearing arms, were 
drawn out for the land army; and a numerous Beet •• 
speedily equipped and put to sea. Antipater W88 defeated in 
battle, and shut up in L~ a city of Thessaly. Be
ing however reinforced by troops from Asia Minor, he ch~ 
his enemies in turn, and gained a great victory. Then od'er
ing to treat with the states separately, he roused all their an. 
cient animosities; and finally poor Athens was left to meet his 
resentment alone. In the treaty formed, Demosthenes W88 to 
be given up, the democracy abolished, and a Macedonian galTi
son to be received into the city. To such humiliating condi
pons was Athens reduced-she who had been the glory of the 
world! 
The f\meraL Not long after, the funeral obsequies of Alexan-

der were celebrated. A particular description of 
this august pageant may be found in the 15th book of Rollin. 
It will only be necessary to say here, that the body of the 
deceased monarch \l as laid in a coffin of beaten gold half 
filled with spices and perfumes, and covered with a richly em
broidered purple pall. A splendid chariot drawn by 64 mules, 
was the hearse on which it was conveyed to Alexandria, 
where Ptolemy raised a magnificent temple to his memory, 
and rendered him all the honors usunlly paid to the demi
gocJs of antiquity. 

The mighty fabric of empire which Alexander bad. reared 
was dissolved by his death. His hopes and purposes died with 
him. There lived no man capable of carrying out the sublime 
design of uniting the nations by one common bond, and ex
tending civilization from one end of the earth to the other. 
His remark1 that" his death would be followed by strange fun
eral games," was the language of propnesy. Scarcely was 
he laid in his tomb, when all whom he had loved and trusted, 

• 24 
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~ in a bloody IItrDgle to wreal f'rom his beira the ~ 
tre-or universal dominion. 
Oly~ias, the modJer of Alesancier, was still living in Epi

rus. HI. _er, Cleopatra, resided in Sardis; and his balf. 
aiater, 1 besaaloDica, in Macedon. Hill half-brother, Philip 
A..rdmua, lately elected king, was in Babylon. Hill widow, 
RoDaR, presented tbe Maeedoniana with an beir to tbe throne 
three monlha al\er her h1lllband'. death. Statira, daughter of 
Dariua, IIOOD after fen a vicUm to her jealoua cruelty. Alex. 
ander had alao an illegitimate IIOD in Asia Minor, wbo was at 
tbill time four yean old. 

Th8118persona constituted Tn ROYAL F AIOLY 01' MACEDON. 
Situated 88 they were between the pretenders and the crown, 
they were exposed to attacks from every side, and all fell vic
tims to 'the ambition of those who should have been their pro
tectors: 80 that before the close of half a century, there was 
len to the founder of a dynasty for the world "neilher name 
nor remnant, neither root nor brnnch." 

Many III1.ndB were stretched forth to grasp the crown: 

NO'l'B.-The ftpreaencloeed between porenthesee, refer to the number 01 
,ears which these individnaI. survived Alexander. Those name. mark.ed 
ihu ., were COIlfederstea at the baWe of Jpaua. Thon lIIIIMed thua t, were 
opponenta ofthe confederstea in that bawe. 

l.-PEB.DICCAS, 88 commander of the household troops, was 
in reality lord of tlte empire. He assigned provinces to the 
government of the other generals, 88 if by authority of the 
weak king, whom he guarded or rather governed; ani assisted 
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Ronna to silence forever the claims oCStatira. Ptolemy, 
Antigonusand Antipater, thinking themselves equally entitled 
to sovereign authority, formed a confederacy against him. 
Perdiccas declared them rebels; and taking with him the im
becile Philip, and the infant Alexander, advanced into Egypt 
to give them battle. He lost a part of his forces in passing 
the Nile; the rest mutinied and murdered him in his tent. 
He survived Alexander two years. 

2.-ANTlPATEa.,· regent of Macedon, then took charge of the 
kings, and ruled, in their names, all the empire lying west of 
the Hellespont. His ability and fidelity commanded the res
peet of his contemporaries, an4 while Ae lived, Greece was 
comparatively quiet. He however survived his royal mas
ter but four years. On his death-bed he bequeathed his trust 
to Polysperchon, the eldest of Alexander's generals, to the 
exclusion of his own son, Cassander, whose ambition had al
ready begun to develop dangerous traits in his character. 

3.-EuIiBNES, was appointed by Polysperchon to guard the 
dominions of the crown in Asia Minor, against the rapacity 
of Antigonus. Of all the self-constituted guardians of the 
royal family, he alone seemed actuated by a sincere desire 
to serve them. For several years he maintained a war in 
which he displayed great abilities and untiring energy, 
often putting Antigonus to flight, and counteracting all his 
schemes. He was at last betrayed into the hands of an ene
my with whom he had formerly been upon terms of the-moet ' 
intimate friendship. Antigonus dared not trust himself to 
look his noble prisoner in tne face, but giving orders that he 
should be kept like an elephant or a lion, relieved him from 
the weight of his chains, and shut him up in prison; finally, 
he put him to death. 

4.-POLYSPEJLCBON. No sooner had this general assumed 
the charge left him by Antipater, than Cassander began to 
form a party against him, in which he engaged Ptolemy and 
Antigonus. To counteract the movements of Cassander's 
confederates in Asia, Polysperchon commissioned Eumenea 
to carryon war against them in the name of the kings; to 
counteract his movements at home, he recalled OlympiM 
from Epirus; and to prevent the Grecian states from favor
ing the cause of his antagonist, he published an edict for 
restoring democracy throughout Peloponnesus and Hellas. 
The disastrous consequences of these measures were felt 

• Demo.Ibenea bavinl been condemned to death by the minions of Antlpa.ler. put 
_ eIId tllilil own "~. 
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throu~out the empire. Eumenea, as we have before seen, 
lost h18 life in the war witb Antigonus; Olympias put to 
death Philip Aridlilus and his wile Eurydice; the brother 
of Cassander and one bundred young noblemen, also fell vic
tims to her vengeance; and to escape the fury which these 
atrocities excited, she herself fled to Pydna, taking with her 
Thessalonica, Roxana, and the young Alexander. The edict 
for restoring democracy in the Grecian states, produced revo
lution upon revolution. Almost eTery person of rank or 
merit was stripped of his property or banished. Demetrius 
Phalereus, govemor of Atbens, was driven into exile. and 
the venerable Phocion, was sentenced to death. The last 
JDe8II888 or this excellent man, was a command to his son to 
"forget the injustice of the Athenians." So bitter were his 
enemies against him, that a decree was passed forbiddins his 
boDes to be buried in Attica. The last aad offices were paid 
him in Megan. A lady or that country collected his bones 
in bel' robe, conveyed them to her bouae by night, and buried 
them under the hearth«one, praying that they misfit be 
faithfully preserved "till the Athenians should become wi
ser." Her prayer was answered. Cassander made war 
upon PolYIJperchon, and drove him into Etolia. Then 
marcbing with an army 10 Athens, he restored the aristocra
cy, and recalled Demetrius. The remains of Phocion were 
bro~!!:re, and a monument of brass erected to his memo
ry. er soon after commenced the sie!" of Pydna. He 
prevented the reception of supplies by sea, and cut off all 
prospect of reliefby land. The condition oftbe besieged was 
deplorable in the extreme. The royal family fed on the flesh 
of horses; the soldiers upon the dead bodies of their compan
ions; and the elephants upon saw-dusL Famine finally com
pelled tbem to surrender. Olympias was immediately put to 
death, and tbe widow and son of Alexander, kept close prison. 
ers in Amphipolia. Thessalonica was SUbjected to an imp~ 
onment still more irksome by being married to her captor. 
Cassander soon after marched down into Beotia, where he be
gan to rebuild the city of Thebes. The place had lain deso. 
late twenty years, and the inhabitants had lingered round the 
spot, finding a miserable shelter in the ruins of their former 
habitations. With the assistance of neighboring towns, its 
walls were again reared up, comfortable dwellings erected, 
and the grateful Thebans owned Cassander their second 
Cadmus.-
• He ... bail& the city olon-loDica In honor olhil wife. See lIIep .. 
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ea-oder, IUlll8rtin~ his claim to the throne of Macedon in 
right of his wife, The88&lonica, soon perceived that a rival 
was growing up in the child of Roxana. When the young 
prince was about fourteen, the Macedonian8 began to ex
claim that it was time for him to slip his leading strings, and 
take the head of the government. There remained then no 
alternative for the usurper. He must either give up his 
power, or sacrifice Alexander. He chosll the latter. Ro. 
ana and her son lDere aslasBinated by order of Cassander. 

Polysperchon, who had been quietly waiting the turn of 
times, now proclaimed Hercules king, and raised an army 
or 20,000 men to support his right to the throne. Cassan
der had recourse to negotiation. He told Polysperchon 
that if he would destroy Hercules, and yield him Macedon, 
an army should be ready to establish Polysperchon's supre
macy in Peloponnesus. The cruel old man listened, and 
consented. - Hercules was slain by his pretended friend, and 
the troops were withdrawn. Cassaoder, however, instead of 
fulfilling his promise, chased Polysperchon into Locris, where 
he lingered out his miserable life, a monument of blasted 
ambition. 

5.-ANTIGONUS having destroyed the faithful Eumenes, and 
assisted ClI88Ilnder to usurp the throne of Macedon, assumed 
the title of king, in which he was followed by all the other 
generals of Alexander. While he lived, Asia was the scene 
of constant war. He fought against the four confede
rates in the battle of Ipsus, was defeated, and died of his 
wounds at the age of 84. 

G.-PToLEMY, the founiler of the Lagiche, was suppotl8d to be 
the 80n of Philip. He was educated in the Macedonian 
court, and became one of the personal friends of Alexander. 
He led the "winged soldiers" up the Sogdian rock, and 
killed one of the Indian monarchs in single combat. He 
will appear again as king of Egypt. 

7.-LYSIMACHUS received from Perdiccas the government of. 
Thrace, which he maintained by force of arms, till the bat
tle of Ipsus, when his title to the BOvereign power was con. 
firmed by the confederate princes. 

8.-SBLEUCUS, the founder of the Seleucidm, outlived all those 
who began with him the race for the crown left by Alell. 
ander. He was one of the conquerors in the battle of Ipsua, 
and his kingdom of Syria was one of the four 110,.,.. men· 
tioned by Daniel. 

24-
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We clGl8 tbia chapter by remar~, that ADtigoouB put to 
death Cleopatra, the sister of Alexander; and tbat Theaaalon
ica, wife of C88II8Jlder, was murdered some years after by ber 
own son. Farewell to the royal family of Macedon. How 
heavily the hand of the Almighty fell. upon them. A ratal 
CUl'II8 seemed to pursue them till they were all cut oft" from the 
face of the earth. 
Battle of B. C. 3etl •. In the last year of this eentury, Cassan-

lpeu. der, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy, united against 
Antigonus and his son Demetrius. A great battle was fought 
upon the plain of Ipsus in Phrygia. The. confederates were 
auccessful, and immediately proceeded to divide the world 
among themselves. Cassander had MA.CEDON and GREECE; 
Lysimachus, TRUCE; Seleucus, SYRIA; and Ptolemy, EoyPT. 

Bead Dan. viii. 4-9.20-22. 

CHAPTER XIX. 800. EMILY; 

Achllan League. War with Rome. 

After the battle of Ipsus, Casaander, by consent of his con
federates, took his seat upon the throne of Macedon, as the su
preme bead of the Greek nation. He died, B. C. 298, leaving 
Thessalonica with three sons, Philip, Antipater, and Alexan
der. Philip died within the same year, and the other two fen 
&0 quarreling for the vacant throne. Thessalonica espoused 
the cause of Alexander, and Antipater murdered her with his 
own hand. Alexr,lncier appealed to Demetrius,. who had by 
this time recovered from the defeat of Ipsus. Demetrius gladly 
undertook the a1fair, but finding that Alexander having become 
reconciled to his brother, had no further occasion for his ser
vices, and was plotting his destruction, he gained possession of 
his person, and put him to death. Antipater fled into Thmce, 
where he was assassinated by his father-in-law, Lysimachus; 
and thus the royal family ot: Macedon became extinct! 

• Thi.lingular man, the toandel- of the lut dJlUl81J' of Macedon, dese"ea 
• more particu;ar deacription. In his youth, he poaaesaed such uncommon 
beauty, that no .Jl8inter could do justi,'e to him in Ii likeness; his addre88 was 
enchBnting, and hie energy and cOllrage were equaled only by his love of 
pleuure. He wu distinguiahed for hia filial love, in an age when parents 
and children were often rendered bitter enemies by political troubles; and 
he wu no leaa celebrated for the ingenuity Dnd promptness with wbich he 
extricated himaelf from difficulty, and recovered from misfortune. He W88 
81U'118med Poliorcetea, .. be8eiger of citiu," from the number of machines he 
invented for capnmng waIlea towns. In the siege of Rhodes he employtd 
~e "lleliopolU or 7bWn-taker," which wu an immense tower, aupportedoa 
e'lht elloOllllOU8 wheell, and propelled by the labor of 304.00 men. 
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Demetrius then aacended the throne, and reigned unmolested 
seven years. He might have enjoyed the supremacy much 
longer, had he not embarked in an unfortunate attempt to re
cover the former dominions of his father in Asia Minor. Sa
leucus, who was his son-in-law, claimed the territory himselfF 

and steadfastly resisted all the efforts of Demetrius. The 
poor aspirant was finoJ.ly taken prisoner by Seleucus, who held 
him in honorable captivity many years, permitting him to in
dulge in the pleasures of the chase, and depriving him of none 
of his accustomed luxuries. Finally, Demetrius 1081 his relish 
for active exercises; he became melancholy, grew corpulent, 
stupified himself with wine, and chased away thought with 
dice. At the end of three years, he died of chagrin and in
temperance, aged 54. At one time, he had worn a double di
adem and purple robes; at another, he had escaped from the 
battle field in the disguise of a beggar; he had been honored, 
nay, almost worshiped in Athens and Macedon; and he died a 
poor, disappointed, broken-hearted old man, within the narrow 
limits of the Chersonesus. His ashes were conveyed to his 
aon, Antigonus, in a golden urn, who celebrated his funeral 
with great magnificence. This· Antigonus became king of 
Macedon, B. C. 277. As the mORt remarkable events of his 
reign were his wars with his uncle, Pyrrhus, for the supremacy 
of Greece, we will pay a little attention to the history of that 
monarch. 
~ ... killl Epirus began now, for the first time, to take the 

of EpilUll. lead in Grecian affairs. The monarch, Pyrtbus, 
was second cousin to Olympias, and the fifth in the dynasty of 
which he was the only person of importance. He married 
the sister of Demetrius, while that distinguished individual wu 
looked upon as the heir-expectant to a great portion of Alex
ander's dominions; he fought on his brother-in-law's side in 
the battle of Ipsus, and did not desert him in the day of his 
misfortunes. He even went as a hostage for him to the court 
of Ptolemy, king of Egypt. He gained the favor of that m0-
narch, and received a heart-satisfying testimony of it, in being 
nllowed to take his best beloved daughter, Antigona, to Epirus, 
as his bride. When Demetrius embarked in his last fatal at-

. tempt to regain Asia Minor, Pyrrhus, at the request of Ptole~y, 
invaded Macedonia from the west, and was acknowledged kmg 
of that country; but the anarchy and confusion that ensued, 
IIOOn after compelled him to return to Epirus. 
l'Jrrb!la A request which 1lattered his vanity and excited 

&0 I~ his ambition, tempted him again to interef~t'8 in 



17. GREECE-JIACEDONIA. 

foreign "ira. The Tarentines being ~ in an UDequal 
contest with the Romans, sent to Pyrrhu8 fur-assistance. Pyr. 
rhus was delighted with the application; for all the great con
querors before him had neglected to crush the rising power of 
the west. Having prepared a vast number of flat-bottomed 
boats, he set sail from the harbors of Epirus, and after a stormy 
passage. arrived at Tarentum. He fought two battles with the 
Romans and was victorious, though he suffered a loss almost 
as. discouraging as defeat. Being then invited to Sicily, he 
wont thither, and spent two years in a war with the Carthagi. 
niana ; being. however, neither able to overcome his enemies 
nor retain his friends, he returned to Italy. He re-commenced 
hostilities with the Romans, but having been defeated in a 
great battle, he thought it both safe and wise to sail again for 
Epirus. To repair his military reputation, he made war upon 
Antigonus, drove him from the throne of Macedon, and fol· 
lowed him into the Peloponnesus with a large army. He 
found it impossible to take the unwalled capital of Laconia, 
and after many fruitless efforts to retrieve his fortunes, turned 
aside to drive Antigonus away from Argos. The Argives had 
no desire to be subjected either to Pyrrhus or Antigonus, and 
the latter retired; but Pyrrhus entered the place in the night, 
and commenced a furious attack upon the inhabitants. The 
combat was obstinate and bloody. Pyrrhus, who poeseaaed a 
commanding figure, and the greatest personal courage, engag
ed eagerly in the fight. An Argive singled out the king as an 
object of attack, arid Pyrrhus, crowding his antagonist agaill8t 
the wall, was about to dispatch him, when the mother of the 
youth threw a tile from the top of the house upon the head of 
the monarch, and broke his skull. A more particular account 
of his six years in Italy, will be given in the history of Rome. 

Trace PyrrhWl from Epirul to Phrygia, Egypt, Epiru., Italy, Sicily, Argos. 

Antigonus Gonatus, having cut off the head of his rival, 
Pyrrhus, and burned his body with funeral honors, returned to 
Macedon. The remainder of his life was passed in tolerable 
tranquillity; though Peloponnesus and Hellas, which he reck
oned among his dependencies, were constantly disturbed by 
wars. 

The AcbellD League. 

The republic of Achaia consisted of twelve small cities, all 
the inhabitants of which, would scarcely people one of our 
modern tOWD& The Acheans had Jived independent of all 
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other governments, taking very little interest in the affairs of 
Greece, till Philip, in ,Preparing to subjugate Asia, compelled 
theID to acknowledge hIS authority, and furnish their quota or 
soldiers for the expedition. In common with their sister states, 
they took sides in the struggles of the great generals for the 
mnpire of Alexander, and alternately enjoyed victory and 
sufFered defeat. When Pyrrhus returned from Italy, and 
overthrew the power of Antigonus, the Achmans looked up, 
and resumed their ancient laws. The chief agent in bringing 
about this happy event, was AUTUS, a native of Sicyon, who, 
having succeeded in expelling the tyrants from his own city, 
ronned a design of uniting all the Peloponnesus in a league 
against Macedon. As general of the Achmans, he was able 
to raise ananny, and drive out the enemies of liberty; but 
the Macedonians having established themselves in Corinth, he 
could do nothing farther, while they retained possession of 
u the fetters of Greece." 
OorIntb Many and various were the schemes he devised for 
heel. regaining this important post; they all proved abortive, 

till accident or Prooidence sent to him a Corinthian, who, for 
a certain sum, engaged to conduct a band of soldiers to a vul
nerable point in the wall of the citadel. Aratus pledged his 

. plate and all 'his wife's jewels for the stipulated sum, and about 
night-fall, set oft' with four hundred chosen m~n, on the hazard
ous enterprise. Their armor glittered in the moon-beams, 
and had the Macedonian sentinel been watching from the 
temple of Juno, they must inevitably have been discovered. 
Fortunately, a thick fog at length arose, and wrapped a mantle 
of deep gloom over the city. They sat down just without the· 
wall, took oft' their shoes, and silently planted their scaling 
ladders. Aratus ascended first with one hundred men, com
manding the rest to follow as soon as possible. Scarcely had 
the little band descended into the city, when they saw a guard 
of four men approa.ching with lights. They shrunk back into 
the shade of some ruins, and when the men were nearly past, 
sprung upon them. Three were instantly killed, the fourth 
escaped with a deep wound in his head, crying out, " The en
emy t the enemy t" The trumpets immediately sounded the 
alarm ; the streets were filled ~ith people; torches were carried 
to and fro ; the ramparts of the castle were lit up ; and confused 
cries were heard in every quarter. In this tumult, Aratus lost 
his way, and clambered round among the rocks, uncertain 
what course to take. The moon so fortunately veiled before, 
now looked out from beneath a cloud, and revealed all 



GREECE-XACEDONIA. 

the intricacies of the path. Aratus and his men IIlOUDted the 
rampart, and were lOOn engaged in cloeecombat with the guard. 
The 300 having cleared the wall, drew up in a close body UD
der the shadow of a bending rook, and waited there in the ut
most anxiety and distress. They could distinctly hear the 
sound of blows and the shouts of combatants; but these 
were repeated by so many echoes; that it was imp<lll81Dle to 
tell in what part of the city the fight wd going on, or to what 
point they should direct their steps. Meantime, the Macedo
nian troops came round to attack Antos in the rear. When 
they mounted the ascent, the 300, guided by their voices, fol
lowed them, and, as if issuing from an ambuscade, mingled in 
the fight. The enemy tied id dismay. The three hundred 
shouteCl fJictor!l to Aratus, and Antos shouted liberty in return. 
The Corinthians, roused by a sound 80 delightful to every
Grecian ear, joined the Aclueans; and by break. of day; the 
Maeedoniana were all either taken prisoners, or expelled from 
the city. As soon as practicable, Aratua entered the theatre, 
and the Corinthians crowded in to hear him apeak. He stood 
leaning on his lance, with an air of solemn joy, till a pro
found silence reigned through the vast coneourse-then having 
recounted to them the history and principles of the Aebman 
league, and having exhorted them to join it and assist in over
throwing the supremacy of Macedon, he delivered the keys of 
the city to the magistrates, and pronounced Corinth once more 
free! This bold and successful action gained many friends 
for the League. Several important cities joined the Ach8lRllS, 
and Aratua would doubtless have been successful in giving 

-wherty to the Peloponnesus, had not the Spartans become 
jealous for their own rights, and turned against him. 

The following is the line of Spartan sucp8B8ion, continued 
fro~age 128 : 

~Cleombrotus, killed at Leuctra. ~ AGESILAUS. . . . 
: (Omitted, as unimportant. ) : (Omitted.) . 
• ~ Agis, killed by 
~ Leonidas. . the Ephori. 

,;;;, Cleomenes, marries the widow of Agis, is driven from 
r.!.J his throne by Antigonus, king of Macedon, and dies 

in Egyp·, B. C. 214. With him ended the race of Heraclidre, 
which had so long occupied the throne of Laconia. Sparta 
was afterwards governed by tyrants. 
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...... Durin« all the l'8YolutioDll which 1MId taken place .iBee 
the day of EpamiDoodu, Sparta bad been pually dacliniDS 
in virtue and military renown. Agis aaceDded the throne or 
Sparta, B. C. 248. While Aratua was UBing every eftOrt to 
overthrow the power of Macedon, Agis was planning the de
IiIbucUon of two more dreadful tyrants-Vice and Luxury ; 
bot living as they did, in a servile and degenerate age, both 
theae diaJUnguiahed men fell victims to the hatred which their 
zeal in the cause of refonn inspired. Agis attempted to reviTe 
the laws of Lycurgus, which had fallen into disuse, to re-divide 
the lands which had by degrees passed into the hands of a few 
individuals, and to cancel those obligations which made the 
poor, slaves to the rich. His brother-sovereign, Leonidas, op
posed all his measures, and gained the Ephori to his side. Agis 
was thrown into prison as the instigator of a revolution, aDd 
strangled. Leonidas then compelled the widowed queen to mar
ry his own 8On, Cleomenes, because she was the richest and 
most beautiful woman in Sparta. Cleomenes, however, was 
very unlike his father. He respected the feelings of the wo
man who had so reluctantly become his bride, and listened 
with the greatest attention, while she recounted the virtues and 
misfortunes of her fonner husband. He began to admire the 
character 80 constantly presented before him, and insensibly 
fonned his own upon the same model. As BOOn us he was freed 
from restraint by the death of his father, he made arrangements 
for carryipg out the aesign which had cost Agis his life. The 
Ephori being in reality "the ,power behind the throne, greater 
than the throne," he detennined first to destroy them. One 
evening while the Ephori were at supper, a small party, head
ed by the brother ofCleomenes, rushed into the hall with drawn 
swords, and fell upon them. Four were slain, and one eacap
ed. Cleomenes, now indeed n king, called the people together, 
.and after justifying what had been done, proposed the re-estab
lishment of the government upon its ancient basis, giring up 
his own estate first for distribution. The people acquiesced in 
the measure, and the laws of Lycurgus were formally restored. 
The spirits of Cleomenes rose with success. He began to in
dulr the hope of making Sparta again the head of the Greek 
nauon. Having gained several victories over the forces of the 
League he proposed that the Achmans and Spartans should 
unite and make him captain-general of the allied forces. Am
lus, who had been thirty-three years possessed of chief authori
ty, could not bear the thought ofbeing supplanted by a youth, 
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. aad that youth a Spartan. Finding, however, that bis friealil 
were inclined to accept Cleomenea' offer, be.mat to tlte lti", 
of .Macadoa for a.m.tarace; tbus voluntarily submitting to a 
power wbich he had speDt all his life in striving to overthrow. 
Antigonus Doson, guardian of the young Philip, immediately 
marcned into the Peloponnesus with an anoy; totally defeat
ed CleomeneB, and made himself master of that reDOwned Spar
ta, which had never before surrendered to its enemies. Cle
omenea fled to Egypt, where be died by his own band. Antig
onus having abolished all that CleomenElB had done to ~ 
l.ablish the supreruacy of Sparta, committed the unfinished 
work of destruction to the factions and corruptions, witb which 
the city was filled, and returned to Macedon, where he died, 
B. C. 222, leaving the crown to its lawful possessor, Pbilip. 
War witb The Etolians, who bad been gradually gaining a 

Rome. name among the Greeks, now entered the lists as 
competitors with the Acbmans for supremacy. The Acbmans, 
unable to carryon a war with the Etolians, sent for help to 
Philip; and tbe Etolians, unable to carry on a war witb tbe 
combined forces of Macedon and Achaia, sent to the Romans r 
Though tbe ROlDans were at this time sore pressed by tbe Se
cond Punic War, yet tbey sent a consul and a body of troops 
against Pbilip. The war between Philip and the Romans 
went on for several years, Philip changing gradually for the 
worse, as victory or defeat excited his passions. Aratus, by 
whose counsels Antigonus had been guided, was at first the 
friend of the Macedonian king; but finding that every new 
aituation seemed to develop some new trait of tyranny in his 
character, he withdrew entirely from his retinue. Philip felt 
the implied reproacb; and resolving to be rid of his silent cen
sor, employed one of his creatures to administer slow poison 
to the vt'nerable genera\. Aratus saw his body wasting away 
by degrees, and understood the cause; but it was oseless to 
complain; once he said when a friend had observed him spit
ting blood, "Such, Cephalon, are the fruits of royal friend
ship." 

The head of the Achman league, after the death of Aratu&, 
was Philopmnen, called b1 historians, "The last of the 
Greeks." He fought with Antigonus against Cleomenes, and 
ever afterward watched the Spartans with jealous eye. When 
Machanidas, the tyrant, attempted to subject the Peloponne
sus, Philopmmen resisted him, and slew him with his own 
hand. As master of the Achlllan horse, he distinguished him-
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.. If above all bill predece.ors, and commanded the reapect 
equaUy of enemie8 and friends. 

The restless spirit of Philip about this time embroiled him 
in a war with the Rhodians and AtheniaDs, who also hall 
recourae to Rome. 

CHAPTER XX. 200. MUGAUT. 

Greece becomee a Roman Province. 

The;seDale and people of Rome were deliberating \1poD the 
propriety of sending succors to the Rhodians and Athenians, 
when ambassado~ came from Athens to implore immediate 
help, because Philip was preparing to besiege the city. The 
Romans, upon the receipt of this information, declared war 
against Philip. The contest lasted four years, and Philip 
found that, like the dog in the fable, he had lost his own p0s
sessions by attempting to grasp another's. He was defeated 
in the battle of Cynocephale, and compelled to sue for peace. 
The consul obliged him to pay an enormous tribute, and to 
give up his son, Demetrius, as a hostage. The determination 
of the Romans with regard to the fate of Greece, was to be 
made known at the solemnization of the IsthmilUl games. 
Crowds came from the farthest limits of the country to heu 
what the sovereign arbiters would decree concerning the gov
ernment of the states. When the· vast multitude were assem
bled, a herald came forward, and proclaimed with a loud voice: 
"The senate and people of Rome, and Titus Quintius, their 
general, having overcome· Philip and the Macedonians, ease 
and deliver from all garrisons, taxes, and imposts, the Corinth
ians, Athenians, AcillBans, &c. &c., declare them free, and 
-ordain that they shall be governed by their respective laws 
and usages." At first, a low murmur prevented the people 
from hearing the glad tidings distinctly, but when the herald 
repeated the proclamation, their joy broke forth in such loud 
and repeated acclamations,· that the sea resounded on eith8l' 
side, and the hills and valleys of Corinth rang with the echoes 
again and again. The games could not call off their atten
tion, they ran in crowds to the Roman general to kiss his 
hand, to throw crowns of ftoweJ18 upon him, and to salute him 
as their deliverer. It was a proud day for Titus Quintius 

• Plutarch eaye, the aOOule had IUch an elfect upon the air, that aevera! 
«OWl which were flying over the place, ren dead; Bod 80 great WBI the 
«owd around Flaminiua, that he wu obliged 10 relleat for {ear or bein, 
.... 9C8tId. 
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FJamiaiue, w1Iea to the uophiea or the bodies and luda 01 
the Grecians, won by force of arms, he added their hearts 
aIIo, won by clemency and virtue. 

B. C. 196. In the following year, FJaminiue ".. 
Nabla. intrusted with a war a~ Nabis, tyrant of Lacede
mon, who had seized upon Argos. This N abis was a moDStel' of 
wickednetl80 From tlae very first, he established his power 
by rapine and bloodshed; thoee who poasessed either rank or 
fortune were marked os victims to his envy or avarice.· 

Philip assisted Nabis in his attempt upon Argos; and Phil. 
opmmen, with the Ach&l8.D forces, assisted the Romans. 
Flaminius, with his allies, marched into Laconia, and laId 
siege to Sparta. This city, since the rule of the tyrants, had 
been surrounded with walls, and wos now prepared to stand a 
desperate attack. Flaminius finally made peace with Nabis, 
because his term of office had nearly expired, and he wished 
to leave the country un garrisoned and free. When Flamin. 
ius wos about to depart, he assembled deputies from the differ· 
ent states at Corinth, and made his farewell address. After 
rehearsing the particulars of his administration, and urging 
them to preserve inviolate the alliance with the Romans, he 
told them that he "was preparing to withdraw his army from 
Greece, and that within ten days from the time he set sail, 
every garrison would be disbanded, the citadel of Corinth given 
up to the Achmans, and every city left to enjoy its own laws 
and liberties. The whole assembly wept for joy, each one 
exhorted his neighbor to receive the words of the Roman gen. 
eral as oracles, and lay them up as'decrees of fate. As a tes
timony of their gratitude, the Ach~ans purchased all the Ro
man slaves in Greece, and sent them ~ome with Flaminius. 

But Greece could not be quiet. It was her fortune to come 
within the limits of that vast whirlpool, which all nations 
were involuntarily forming around the empire of Rome. 
The Etolians had been allies of the Romans in the late 
contest. In the unbounded applause bestowed upon Flamin· 
ius, they felt themselves overlooked. Their general projected 
a mighty league, the head of which was to be a person of no 
less consequence than Anti~hus, king of Syria. Nabis, 

• To earl')' out hi. schemes of extortion, he constructed an automaton 
re.embling hie wife, and when any 0:rulent citizen rofuaed to fumi.h him 
with. money, "perhap .... N8bia woul 881.," the perauaaions of my wife 
will prove more succeaaful." The indiVIdual was then introduced into a 
private apartment, where the horrid machine was made to clasp him in ita 
arm .. and pierce him with sharp iron poin.., lill the torture compelled him 
to pull the t7J'IUl&'. demand& 
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tyn.Dt of Lacedemon, was to manage the aouth; Philip of 
Macedon, the north; Antioehus was to come with a great 
umy froID the east; the Etolians were to march from the 
west; Greece was to be subjected not only, but war was to 
be declared against Rome, and the qoiu were to be divided 
when the conquest was won. 
How tbe League B. C. 191. The Romans, hearing the mighty 

pI'OIIpered. preparations making against them, immediately 
took measures to meet the shock. Philopremen, general of 
the Achmans, was appointed to settle the account with Nabis, 
who, by the aid of his flJife, was raising funds with great ra
pidity. Philopremen ravaged Laconia, fought a battle with 
Nabis, and destroyed three-fourths of his army. 

Anliochus, in pursuance of the pan BSligned to him, made a 
deacent upon Eubc:ea, summoned the town of Chalcis to open 
Us gates. and with a great flourish of trumpets, promised to 
deliver all Greece. To this, the Chalcidians replied, that they 
could not guess what people it was that Antioehus came to d. 
liver; that they knew of no eity garrisoned by foreign soldiers, 
or tributary to the Romans; that they had no occasion for a d. 
liverer, being already free; nor for a defender, as they enjoy
ed the bleasings of peace in amity with the Romans; and ther. 
(ore they should not permit him to enter their city. Antioehua 
was thus compelled to pass on, without effecting any thing. 

The COI11'll8 of Philip was not exactly such as had been 
hoped. Instead of tulSisting the League, he sent to the Ro
mans, offering to stand on their behalf, and furnish money and 
men according to his ability. Antioehus, in conjunction with 
the Etolians, fortified the pass of Thermopylm, and there 
waited the approach of the consul. When the Romans reach
ed the place, they were stopped of course; but Cato, wlto was 
a lieutenant in the army, having read of the manner by which 
the band of Leonidas was surrounded, proposed to lead a select 
party over the mountain path. He set ouL with a proper d. 
t&chment, but having lost hill way, the soldiers passed the 
greater part of the night in scrambling over rocks, and wan
dering round in the wOods. About day-light, they heard the 
sound of human voices, and perceived at a little distance a 
body of Etolians. Immediately drawing their swords, they 
rushed upon the enemy, and put them to flight. The terror 
of the Etolians created a universal panic. At the same m0-

ment, the Roman consul, hearing the shouts, commenced aD 
attack upon the main body. A stone struck Antiochus in the 



GBBECE-MACEDOKIA. 

face, and shattered his teeth. Exceanve JHA" forced him to 
quit the field-excessive fright forced DI08t of his men to fol
low his example. Many 10l!1. their lives in the sea; some were 
trodden to death in the rout; some perished in dreadful !DO-

1'88IIes; some fell down cra~gy precipices ~ and Antioch .. had 
only about 500 men left of the army with which he meant to 
mbjugate all Greece. 
. Etolia surrendered not lon~ after, and Philip sent ambasaa
dors to Rome to consratulate the senate upon their ~lorious 
Yictory. His messengers were kindly received, and nil; son, 
Demetrius,' retumed home with the highest marks of distinction. 

Philop<emen had humbled Sparta, demolished its walls, dol
i8ked tke law. of LyCUt'gtU, and sullljected die city k> the cus
toms and usages of the Aclueans. Mesaenia now drew oft' from 
the League. Philop<emen, tbough sick, set OKt with his chosea 
cavalry to bring it back to its allegiance. He was surrounded 
in a narrow defil~ his enemies, and thrown from his horse_ 
The Mesaenians him captive, while he lay inaeDsible, and 
cast him into a dungeoDo At night, the executioner was sent to 
him with a cup of poison. He was 70 years of age. Polybi
us,. the historian, who carried his ashes in a silver urn, to Meg
alopoliil, his natiYe city, SUDIS up hia eulosy liay .yinA" "that 
in forty years, durin~ which he played a distinguished part 
in a democracy, he never incurred the enmity of the people, 
though he acted with the greatest freedom and independence." 
and of the When Demetrius, son of Philip, returned from 
Macedonl- Rome, the marks of distinction with which the sen
_dynuty. ate had honored him, created for him both enemies 
anti frieDds. Fully persuaded of the invincible power of the 
Romans, h. opposed a war which his father was projecting. 
Perseus, his brother, by CODStantly representing that all those 
who attached. themselves to Demetrius were enemies of Mace
don, succeeded in tumin~ away bis father's heart from his 
MUOUS aruI upri~t SOD. The friends of peace rallied rounc:t 
the youth who had \)een so much complimented by the Romans, 
and this made hiB position still more trying. The infirmities 
of Philip's disposition daily increased, and the artful Peresus 
Jaaving persuaded him that Demetrius entertained treasonable
.tesigns, orders were given for his assassination. Two years 
after, Philip discovered his mistake, and remorse soon hurried 
him to his grave. He expired in tbe most horrid agony, be
wailing the fate of his dutiful and loving Demetrius, and call
iDg down curses upon the head of the infamous Perseus. He 
~ reigned forty yean.. Peneus ascended the throne, B. C. 
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179. His hatred of the Romans had been cultivated from 
early youth, but from motives of policy, he veiled his feelin88t 
while he used every method to strengthen his kingdom, and 
retrieve the losses sustained in the previous reign. The Ro
mans, however, were not inactive. They crowded him from 
one humiliating concession to another, till there remained no 
alternative b~t war or slavery .• 

We pass over all treaties, negotiations, and embassies, with 
which such affairs are generally politely prefaced, to come at 
once to the decisive battle, which was fought near Pydna, B. 
C. 168. This conflict was very brief and very bloody. The 
parties were engaged in close fight but an hour, yet when the 
Romans passed the river the next day, the waters were still 
stained wIth blood. Perseus was taken prisoner, and carried to 
Rome to adorn the triumph of Paulus EmiJi\ll!, his conquelW. 

Achaia at length became involved in a war with the Romans. 
Deus, the last captain·general of the League, took up his 
station in Corinth. The consul, Mummius, led a Roman army 
to the isthmus, and encamped before the city. The beseiged 
made a sorDe, and were driven back with great loss. Diarus, 
abandoning himself to despair, killed his wife with his own 
handa; set fire to his own house; drank poison, and ended an 
inglorious life by a shameful death. The following night, 
every one that could possibly escape, left Corinth. The eon. 
suI abandoned the city to the fury of the eoldiers. All the 
men were put to the sword, the women· and childr&Jl were eo· 
a1a.ved; and after the statues and paintings had been removed, 
the houses and temples were set on fire. The whole city c0n
tinued in flames several days. The walls were then razed to 
their foundations, and a blackened mass of ruins alone re
mained to tell where once proud Corinth stood, B. C. 147. 

Greece was divided by the Romans into two provinces, Ma. 
cedonia and Achllia, and governed by annual pnetors sent over 
from Italy. The rival states, whose contentions for SUpl'elQ
acy had so long made an "Aceldama" of the "land of soog," 
aank at once into political insignificance. Athens, however, 
still retained the supremacy of mind. The sciences and arta 
proved less perishable than civil and military institutions. In 
her classic groves the youth of Rome were educated; and that 
empire which Themistocles had failed to gain from the favor 
of Neptune, was laid as a tribute at her feet by those distinguish
ed individuals who had learned wisdom in the city of Minen'L· 

• In 11M mythic leaeuc18 01 Athena, lIIepue aDd lIlDern were ...... 
I8Dtecl • 0CIIIIeDcllDa lOr .&he pardiaD8bip or the ci&y. 
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THRACE. 
CHAPTER I. 300. EIIILY. 

Ly.imacIuu. 
III the general division of the empire of Alexander, after 

the battle of Ipsus, Thrace fell to Lysimachus, a Maeedoniao 
noble. He married Arsinoe, sister of Ptolemy, king of 
Egypt, though hi. son, Agathocles, had alresdy united him
.If to Lysandra, balf-s~er of Arsinoe. Nothing of particu
lar importaDce OCCltl'rect in the domestic history of Thrace, 
until the cllildren Gf the two Egyptian sisters were grown to 
manhood. AniDoe, fearing that the death of Lysimachus 
woald leave her 8OD8 in the power of Agathocles, began to 
poison the mind of the old king against his first-born. Fully 
persuaded that Agathocles was engaged in a CODSpiracy, Ly
.irnachus ordered him to be put to death. Lysandra, with her 
children, fled to the court of SeleuctJS. Tltisprince, declared war 
against Lysimachus, and with a large army mazehed into Asia 
Minor. Lysimaehu immediately cl'Olllled tbe Hellespont, aod 
advanced to meet his ri'YBl ia Pbrygia, upon a plaiD called the 
Field of Cyrus. 

It was a spectacle over wMOO humanity migftt weep, to see 
these two py.haired old men, the last su"h'ors of those dis
tinguished generals who won saeb glory in the campaigos of 
Alexander, now meeting to engage in deadly Btrife for a cia
minion which must necessarily be 110 verr briet LysimacPtus 
was defeated and slailt. ·SeleuCU8 pa$I8d over to take po8II88o 
lion of Macedonia aacf TItJ"8.Ce, but was muldered by Ptolemy 
Ceraunus, brother of Arsinoe, B. C. 2Bf). 

Ceraunus married his own sister, Arsinoe, and IUl8888inated the 
two young princes in her arms. Providence commissioned 
a barbarous people to punish the usurper. The Gauls, leaving 
~eir own country in quest of more fertile regions, arrived in 
Thrace. While an other princes through whose territory 
they passed, were purchasing safety with money aIid jewels, 
Ceraunus prepared for war. A battle was fought in which he 
was defeated ano tabn prisoner, eovered with wounds. The 
Gauls cut off his head, fixed it on a lance, and held it up for 
derision. Thrace being tbus left without a king, fell under the 
power of Macedonia, and continued subject to the descendants 
of Demetrius, till Greece was conquered by the ROIIIaD& 
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The era of the Seleueidm is dated from B. C. 211, when 
Seleucus alone gained a victory over Antisonus, and entered 
Babylon in triumph, though aome chronologera date the c0m

mencement of the Syrian kin~om at the victory of Ipsus, 301. 
S~LBUCUS I., surnamed N'ictJtor, or the .. Conqueror," re

ceived in the general division, Syria, Armenia, Mesopotamia, 
and a part of Asia Minor. He was the greatest anel JIl!)IIt 

powerful monarch of the four who divided the empire of Alex
ander. He built the city of Seleucia, about 45 miles north 
of Babylon, and gave it the privilege of being a free Grecian 
city. He built also Antioch, the third city in the world for 
beauty, greatness, and population. About a year after 
the death of his friend Ptolemy, kin~ of Egypt, he engag
ed in a war with Lysimaehus, in whlch that monarch was 
slain. He was assa-jnated the following year, B. C. 280. 

ANTIOCRUS I., Soter, .. Saviour," sucCeeded to his father's 
throne. He was distingUished for his victories over the. Mace
donians and Galatians. 

ANTIOCRUS II., TheN, .. God," was so called by the Mileai
ana, because he delivered them from a tyrant. He engaged in 
a war with Ptolemy Philadelphus, but being defeated, was 
cpmpelled to sue for peace ; a boon which he obtained on c0n

dition of divorcing his wife, Laodiee, and marrying Berenice, 
daughter of Ptolemy. The happiness of this match was of 
abort duration. As soon as the king of Egypt died, BereDic:e 
was repudiated, and Laodice recalled. ThiS wicked queeu, 
fearing another reverse of fortune, poisoned Antioehus, and 
pretending that he was sick, sent for the principal noblemen 
to hear the last commands of their sovereign. Meantime, she 
put a person who much resembled him into his bed, and in
structed him what to say. When the nobles arrived, the })re
tended Antiochus, in a faint voice, recommended his dear La
odice to their care, and appointed her oldest son, Seleucus, his 
successor. The death of Antiochus was soon after made pub
lic, and Laodice, having placed her son upon the throne, dis
patched Berenice and her son, B. C. 246. 

SELEUCUS II., Callinicus, had scarcely assumed the purple, 
when Ptolemy Euergetes invaded Syria, to avenge the death of 
his sister, Berenice. The Syrians revolted in great numbers to 
the Egyptians, andSeleucu8 was compelled to see his domin
ions ravaged without power to protect them. During these 
commotions, Araaees, the governor of Parthia, revolted; and 
being victorious in a battle, took Seleucus prisoner. This At-



ANTIOCHUS.-W All WITH 1l0ME. tet 

aces was the founder of the Parthian dynasty, Arsacide, a 
race of tyrants as impious as the world ever saw. Seleucus 
died after a ten year's captivity, by a fall from his horse. 

SELEUCUS III., Cera"nUB, "the Thunderer," reigned inglo
riously, three years. He was succeeded by his brother, 

ANT!OCBUS III., the Great. This prince engaged in a long 
and distressing war with Ptolemy Philo~ater, and was at last 
compelled to give up a great part of SyrIa to purchase peace. 
He then commenced hostilities with the Parthians to recover 
Media. This province was very valuable from its producing 
the finest horses then known. Antiochus took the city of Be
batana. The royal palace, though built of cedar and cypress, 
had not the least particle of wood visible. The joists, beams, 
ceilings, columns, and piazzas, were all covered with gold and 
silver plates. Alexander, Antigonus, and Seleucus had succes
sively plundered the place, yet Antiochus collected enough of 
the precious metals to amount to 83,000,000. After a war of 
seven yeal'll, Antiochus made a treaty with Arsaces, and re
tumed to Antioch. 

CHAPTER II. 200. MABGARBT. 

Ten kings reign in this Century. 

This was that Antiochus who entered into the famous league 
with the Etolians to overthrow the Romans, and suff'ered 80 
much from the e:rtraction oj his teeth at ThermopyllB.· From 
Greece, he removed back to Ephesus, where in the company 
of a young woman whom he had found in his travels and mar
ried, he passed his time as merrily as possible. He did not 
awake to a full sense of his danger, till his troops hadsuff'ered 
defeat after defeat, and the Romans had actually brought the 
war into Asia. Then he gave battle, was vanquished, and fled 
with all speed to Antioch. Thence he sent his nephew to de
sire peace. It was granted on condition that he should sur· 
render all Asia Minor, pay an immense sum of money, give 
twenty hostages, and deliver up Hannibal, who had taken re
fuge at his court. Antiochus complied with these terms. To 
obtain the money, he took a plundering tour through his do
minions: The inhabitants of Susiana slew him because he 
robbed their temple. 

SBLBUCUS IV., Philopater. To raise the tribute imposed on 
his kingdom by the Romans employed all the time an~ inge. 

• See pace 1183. 
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nuity of this prince. In his reign occurred the incident of 
" Heliodorus in the temple," related in the book of Maccabees. 

ANTIOCHus IV., Epiphane8, .. Illustrious," ascended the 
throne left vacant by the death of his brother, B. C. 175. He 
engaged in a war with his nephew, Ptolemy, and conquered 
all Egypt, except Alexandria. He took the young king pris
oner, affected to act as his guardian, and to treat him with 
the greatest attention. The Egyptians, however, applied 
to the Romans, who as arbiters, compelled Epiphanes to 
set the young king at liberty, and restore the cities he 
had taken from him. The Jews having revolted, the Sy
rian monarch marched into Judea. He besieged Jerusalem, 
and took it by storm. During the three days that the city 
was abandoned to the fury of the soldiers, 80,000 Jews were 
put to death, and 40,000 taken prisonel'8. T o his other crimes 
he added I!IIlcrilege. He forced his way into the temple, and 
ventured to enter the Holy of Holies. Heearried away the altar 
of perfumes, the table for shew-bread, the seven-branched gold
en candlestick, and other precious things of the sanctuary. 
Some time after, Antiochus published a decree requiring all 
the nations of his dominions to lay aside their ancient forms 
and ceremonies, and worsbip tbe gods be worshiped, after the 
same form and manner be had adopted. T he iews refused to 
comply with this command, and such a horrid persecuti9n 
arose as no pen can portray. At this time happened the mar
tyrdom of Eleazar, and the seven Maccabean brethren. "Tid
ings out of the east and out of the north," now troubled Antio
chus. He divided his forces into two bodies; committed one 
part to the command of Lysias, with orders to exterminate the 
Jews, while he led the other detachment against the Armenians. 
The army of Lysias met the little band of Jews, commanded 
by Judas Maccabeus upon the plains of Mizpah. The Syrians 
were defeated, with dreadful slaughter. Two more battles 
gave the Jews such decided superiority that they marched to 
Jel'usalem, recovered the sanctuary, re-dedicated it to the ser
vice of the True God, and devoted the week to thanksgiving 
and praise. Antiochus, hearing of the defeat of Lysias, set 
out himself for Judea. On his way, fresh expresses met him, 
saying, that the Jews had thrown down his idols, overturned 
his alt:lrs, and re-established their ancient worship. At this in
telligence, he ordered his coachman to drive with the utmost 
speed, that he might satiate his vengeance by making J erusa
lem the burying place~fthe whole Jewish nation. Scarcely 
had he uttered the impious words, when he was seized with the 
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moat. ~ paia; aod as the honea W8l'8 l'UDDiD« at 
tbeir gree.te8t apeed, he fell from his chariot. The agony oChie 
ImIiaee, added to the torment of his disease, drove him frantic. 
He imagined that spectres hovered round, reproachins him with 
bill crimes. Recognizing.the hand of Divine justice in the an
gWah he suffered, he exclaimed, "It is meet to be subject 
unt.o God, and man who is mon,.! should not think of himlell 
.. if he Wel'8 a god." He promised if his life were spared, to do 
ma"uncent things for Jerusalem; but his sands were run. "He 
diecI a miserable death, in a strange country in the mountains." 

ANTIOCKUSV., Etlpator, a youth of nineteen, succeeded his 
father, but was soon dethroned by his cousin, Demetrius, who 
bad been a hostage in Rome many years. 

DBIIBTlLWS freed the Babylonians from a petty tyrant, and 
made war upon the Jews. Judas Maccabees was dead, but 
by this time, the Romans had extended their powerful protec
t.ion to the Jews, and Demetrius, having made peace with them, 
proceeded to act the king in a more comic manner. He erect
ed a castle in Antioch, flanked by four towers, where be shut 
himself up to follow the directions of Sardanapalus, "eat, drink, 
and sleep." This delighlfullife was disturbed by a young man, 
who, pretending to be the son of Epiphanes, had been acknow
ledged king by the Romans. Demetrius quitted the castle of 
Indolence, and buckled on the panoply of war. In the first 
battle he was defeated and slain. 

ALUANDElI. THE USURPER, then made himself master of 
Syria. Ptolemy gave him his daughter, Cleopatra, in marri~e; 
and Alexander, thinking his fortune made, determined to gIve 
himself no further trouble with public affairs. We do not 
know whether he chose the castle of Demetrius for the scene 
of his pleasures, but he followed exactly his course of life, and 
came to an endlrecisely similar. 

DEMETlLWS I ., Nicator, IOn of the former king, put forward 
his claim to the throne. Alexander called on his father-in-law 
for assistance. Ptolemy Philometer, accordingly marched in
to Palestine with a large army, but finding that a plot was on 
foot in Alexander's camp to poison him, he took his daughter 
away from her husband, gave her to the young Demetrius, and 
engaged to assist him with all his forces. Alexander was de
feated and slain. Demetrius, now acknowledged king of Syria, 
followed the example of his two immediate predecessors, till a 
revolution in favor of Alexander's bOn, drove him from the 
throne. In his wanderings and fightings, he was taken prisoner 
by the Parthians, and detained in captivity many years. Cleo-
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pan IImt heraelf up in a .roog oity with her children, .... 
continued faithful to the memory 0( Demetrius, tiD, heariIIs 
that. he had married a Parthian lady, all ber vindictive paasioDI 
were aroUBed. She sent to . 

ANTlOCJI1l's VII., Bidetu, brotheroC ber perfidious huabaDd, 
offering to set aside the claima of her cbildren, marry him, aDd 
be once more queen. The offer was accepted, the nuptials 
speedily solemnized, and tbe usurpor not long after slain. ])e. 
metriua, ~eanwhile, was making every effort to escape from hie 
keepers, and return to Syria. Antioehus, app~hensive that 
he would be BUCC8II8ful, marched into Parthia, detennined to 
destroy thie rival brother, and conquer the country at one blow. 
He was however elain in battle, and Demetrius returned to Syria. 
Tbe inconatant queen forgave his marriage with the Parthian 
lady, and acknowledged him Syria's king, and CleoP.lltra's lord. 
This second boney moon was very short. The king of Egypt 
made war upon Demetrius, and defeated him in a pitched battle. 
The unfortunate monarch fled to the city of bis queen, but the 
gates were sbut against him. He fen into the hands of his 
enemies, and was put to death. 

SJ:LBUCUS V., the eldest son of Demetrius and Cleopatra, DOW 
ascended the throne; but as he did not admit his mother to a 
share of power, she stabbed him witb her own hand. She 
tben sent to Athens for her second son, and caused him to be 
declared king immediately upon his return. . 

ANTIOCHUS VIII., had the BUrname of Grypus, from bis great 
nose. His mother presented him a cup of poisoned wine, but 
he compelled her to drink it herself. Syria was thus delivered 
from a monster that had 80 long disgraced thenamea of wife, 
mother, and queen. Grypus lived after this, 21 years. His 
reign was disturbed by the intrigues of hie brothers, both of 
which contended for the crown. 

CHAPTER III. 100. MAlLY. 

Syria becomes a Roman Province. 

Grypus left five sons, all of whom were kings, or at least 
pretenders to the throne. 

SELEUCUS VI., the eldest, was killed ip. a mutiny of the 
citizens, in which his house was set on fire. 

ANTIOCHUS and PHILIP, the next two brothers, were twins. 
One was drowned in attempting to nim across a river, 
and the other spent the rest of his reign in fighting with the 
two younger boys. The kingdom of Syria was torn in pieces 
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by the IactioII8 of the royal family, or by WIIU'JI8l8 who eetab
Jiahed themselves for a little time 118 kings in various cities 
a.DCl diatricts. Finally, Pompey reduced Syria to a Roman 
proYince. The race of Seleucus th~ became extinct, or was 
lost in the com mon tide of human life. 

EGYPT. 

CHAPTER L 300. EJW.Y. 
The daree good Ptolemiel. 

DYNASTY 01' THIl LAGID.B. 

Ptolemy Soter, began to reign, 818. 

" 285. 

Ptolemy Euergetes, " 248. 

" 226. 

" 204-

" 180. 

" 145. 

CI 116. 

, 
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Wbflll the .... ire or Aleu.ader waa diImanbeIed, eaeh 
~,} tJc~g a liETIB1;ll, Pt4:?1emg let14:?red "lis:.'. i:l:Iui£55" Doi:%; 
lodeeci in exteDt of country, IMlt in the wealth aud submisllift 

:r~::~~<!.~·f:~~:i£by :i: ;: ~~a:~~I:;ro~.L~ 
era is 1t:i£::ko4:?:~~ f:4:?m C. :HS, thou4:?h he did !54:?t MSUIDe 

the title or king till after tho batUe of IpstJ5, 3Ot. 
PTOL4:?Brr L5 SO£:4:?, W:i£: distinguished not as a w!UTior5 

but as a ruler; he:i£as i:COOI&iHe te, all his simgle 
hie manners, and n lover of learning. He wrote a life of 
Aleeanfi:e, f05mded at to :i£bkg 
he gave the greatest library in world. It was bis two 
dai:i:htere whe, weee lIIIf5eeied L4:?eimlierlu8 lred A gathli:lles 
and'h was bis eldest son, Ceraunus, who, exasperated because 
'hifl Urotfi:r Uhilsdelphue wei: prethrref beihee him, ned 
Threce, and, to gain the throne of that country, murdered the 
ag-:i£~ SeleucLZ31 an~ the t:i£O ee.ms of his eistee, Antinoe. Tw(l 
years before the death of Ceraunus, Ptolemy Soter associated 
Philade!phus, his f55",:ond son, thu governme1t±t ; l,.nd tbn coe~ 
onation of the young prince was attende:! with a grand displZ",y 
of th,) wealth and splendm Egypt could boMt. 

n"TOLEMY was ca11:i£r PJ'L.ilatlelphus, " L.;;ner his nroi.h~ 
erl" p~r~~psiron!calIy, because he,~ad,~~phmted Ceraunus. 

~~~~;:,,~~~~rr:~e:: a:t;~~~~~~~:~5;~C:~ledr:b;:gb. 
out 'the :i£orld, coun DOl. tUZ"ln 8:i£ny attttntio.n from thn 

ro:~ed:0rkE::r;o~J~~i~~~;}i~e::? n:; :: !:~~:~ :n~ 
copied; the copies were handed back to the proprietors, and 
tho orihioUs laid up in the ThehZ"iee ne pu.id f}t 
the Scriptures will illustrate the sacrifices he made to gratify 
bilE ruliuA pu.±':sioo. Hel?rh±o thn! tbn Jewn pa,,,,,€,cSSe,; a r:~ 
markable"book containing the laws of r'108tl1t, he determin:i£! 
to Y:;~7~ it. He coIrettted ell the H.V:':i£ ml?ves in his 
donlinions, amounting to £'10,000, th.un home, 
~mpanied by amba.s8adors, bearing dJ'il8flnts and letters, 
antS mzsPlOg requ,~,:t 741r the holy volume. 'Fbn ranzs"zsmn1 
Jews and the deputies were received at hrusalem with the 
grn~ntest juy. An ,mthe.thtic {7UPY the ncrihtur'lil, wrltiten 
letters of gold, was given to the Egyptians by $e high-priest 
bimttelfl tlOd tlle eldnrs fPB)m n1l.ch t1libe wero llent £lomB) with 
them to translate the Hebrew into a Greek version. The 
elOl?rB l,ere eundnuted the is!e%hd Phnnos, in 
house prepu_ .. their reaeptioa, MlCi plentifully supplied 
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with every tIWas neceaeary for their comfort. When their 
work was complete, it was read before the king, who diamilllecl 
the faithful scribes with magnificent presents. This version 
was called the Septuagint translation, from seventy elden 
having been employed upon it. The famous watch-tower of 
Alexandria was completed in his reign. This tower, which 
was called Pharos, and passed for one of the 8eDIm fIJ07&der8 of 
tAe tDorld., was built of white marble, story above story, adom
ed with columns and galleries of exquisite workmanship. 0 .. 
the top, fires were kept burning to guide marinen into the 
bay. Philadelphus also kept two powerful fieelBt one in the 
Mediterranean, and the other in the Red Sea, by which means 
he made Egypt the mart of the world. Though he expended 
such vast sums in strengthening his kingdom, and construetins 
public works, yet Egypt was never richer or happier than· 
during his reign. In his old age, he accompanied his daughter, 
Berenice, into Syria, and assisted at the solemnization of her 
nuptials with Antioohus II., husband of the repudiated La
odice. 

PToLUIY III., E1M:rgetu, ascended the throne of Egypt, 
B. C. 280. After Antioohus had banished his sister, Berenice, 
and recalled Laodiee, Eurgetes engaged in a war with the 
Syrians, and overran their country as far as Bactria. Among 
the plunder of the cities, he found those idoll which Cambysee 
stole from Egypt, and carrying them home, re-eommitted them 
to the care of the priests. For this pious act he was sur
named Euergete8, "Benefactor." When he set out on this 
expedition, his wife, Berenice, made a vow to consecrate her 
hair to the gods, if they would bring her husband home in 
safety. Immediately upon his return, she caused her head to 
be shorn, and her beautiful locks to be hung up in the temple of 
Venus. The consecrated hair was stolen not long after, and 
when the priests were called to account, they gravely affirm
ed that it had been taken to heaven, and gazing fixedly into 
the sky, declared they could see the light of the golden locks. 
Some astronomers, equally sharp-sighted, were enabled also 
to discern a constellation never before noted, to which they 
gave the name of "Berenice's hair." This beautiful cluster 
of stars is situated in the diamond of Virgo. Euergele8 did 
not forget to enrich his library with all the books and paint
ings which could be obtained in any part of the world. He 
was the third and last good Ptolemy. 

PTOLEMY IV., was called PAilqpater, "Lover of Father," 
from a suspicion tbat he hastened his father'. death. He 
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eoaaeaced his reip. by the murder or his mother, BeteDice, 
and his brodler, Magus. The character which he thus acquired 
for violence and cruelty, W88 BUStained by all the succeeding 
acts or his life. This was the prince who engaged in a war 
with Antiochus the Great, and wrested from him a great part 
or Syria. Satisfied with conquest, Philopater save himself up 
to every species of vice. Women, and those women not his 
wives, governed every thing at court, and conferred all 
Jaooors and employments throughout the kingdom. His wife 
shared the fate or his mother and brother, and many distin
pished individuaIa fell Tictima to the corruption of the times. 
At lut, .om out with dissipation, his constitution save way. No 
'one that deserved the appellation of friend, W88 present when 
he died. Two or three of his creatures saw him breathe his 
last, but instead of committing his body to the proper officers, 
and ordering a ~eral mourning, they concealed his death 
till they had earned oft" all the gola and jewels from the palace. 
When, however, his deceue became publicly known, and the 
people reflected upon the probable fate of the young prince 
left to the care of tbeae vile usurpers of power, they a.embled 
and put them aU to tbe sword. Their dead bodies were dras
pi through the streets, and tom in pieeee by the multitude. 

CHAPTER III. 200. MUGUET. 

Four wicked Ptolemiel nip. . 
PToLDIY V., EpiJllaanu. No sooner did Antiochus, king 

of Syria, and Philip, king of Macedon, learn that the sceptre 
of Egypt had fallen into the hands of a child, than they deter. 
JDineil to seize upon the eities which had been 80 long in dis
pute, and settle the boundaries of the countries to suit them
I&lv88. Antiochus carried out hiadesigns by conqueringC<elo. 
Syria aDd Palestine, but Philip Bad 80 much to do in Greece 
that his plans failed. When Antiocbus embarked in his great 
enterprise or the Ieasue against Rome, he made peace with 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, and gave him his daughter in marriage. 
The young queen was expected to act 88 a spy in the E~tiaa 
court, but her attachment to her husband overcame her rever
ence for her father, and she even joined in the embassy which 
went to congratulate the Romans on the victory they saineci 
·over AntiOCDUS at Thermopylte. 

After the death of his father.in-Iaw, Epiphanes determined 
to wrest from his succeaaor, Seleucus, those cities which had 
been taken fromEgyptin the commencement of his reisn- His 
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eoumers iDquired where he expected to obtain money tor fuJI. 
nishing his army. "My people are my treasure," replied the 
king. Inferring from this answer that he intended to take un. 
W'arrantable liberties with their purses, his parasites caused him 
to be poisoned. He had reigned twenty-four years. 

PTOLEMY VI., Philometer, "Lover of his Mother," was pro
claimed king at the age of six years, and his mother declared 
regenL As soon as he was'old enough to understand war to ~ 
the game of kings, he commenced hostilities with AntiochuS 
Epiphanes for the recovery of those cities which had passed 
from one government to another so many times. He was taken 
prisoner, and kept in confinement while his brother, Physcon, 
administered the affairs or the kingdom. Philometer escaped 
Crom the too-loving watch of his guardian, and united his for
tunes with his brother. This brought Antiochus on his third 
expedition into Egypt. Philometer sent for help to the Romans. 
The ambassadors deputed by this people to settle the aff~r, 
landed in Egypt, and came up with Antiochus about a mile 
from Alexandria. They handed him dispatches, and waited 
in silence while he read them. Antiochus, wishing to gain 
time, told the envoys he would consult with his friends, and e them an answer soon. The consul drew a line about 

• as he stood in the sand, and, raising his voice, "Answer," 
said he, "the senate of Rome before you stir out of that circle." 
The Jring, quite confounded, SUbmissively replied, that he would 
do as the Romans desired. Accordingly, he left Egypt at the 
stipulated time, and restored the cities of Cyprus. SOme com
mentators think Antiochus and Philometer, the "two kinSS who 
spoke lies at one table," and recognize the intervention of the 
Romans in the passage, "the ships ofChittim shall come against 
bim," &c. 

Read Dan. n. 30. 

The two brothers could not live in peace. Physcon expelled 
Philometer, who Bed to Rome. The senate settled the dispute 
by a partition of the kingdom between the brothers. Phy
aeon, who was dissatisfied with his portion, thought proper to 
try the effect of hill person in Rome. The senate received him 
favorably, and added Cyprus to his dominions, but when he 
came to ask the hand of Cornelia, the mother of the Graccbi, 
in marriage, he learned that the daughter of Scipio could des
pise a crown. Physcon returned to Cyprus, but Philometer 
lnade war upon him, and took him prisoner. This Philometer 
was the king who took hisdaughter,Cleopatra, {rom Alezander, 

26-
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and gave her to Demetrius; and tIlia Cleopatra W81!11he wicked 
queen who was the wife of three kings, and the mother orfour. 

PTOLEMY VII., PAy8COfI, "the Corpulent," ascended the 
throne of Egypt after the death of Philometer, B. C. 145. He 
married Philometer's widow, and murdered her son, the heir ap
parent, in her arms; and he put so many of the friends orbit 
brother to death, that Alexandria was almost depopulated. 
Philosophers, mathematicians, ph1sicians, and men of science 
and letters, who had been called together by: the generous 
policy which founded the school and libraries 01 the city, sought 
a more congenial atmosphere than the court of a corrupt king. 
Thus the cruelty of this tyrant scattered the aeeds of learniDg 
in all the neighboring countries. To re-people his city, Ph,. 
con ofl8red the deserted houses rent free to those who woUld 
come from foreign parts, and take up their abode in them. In 
this manner, the inhabitants of Alexandria became a mixture 
of every people, tribe and tongue; but the nel\" settlers BOOB 
perceived that they had gained nothing by subjecting them
aelv. to the will of a tyrant. Physcon, fearing the just indig
nation of his subjects, caused the young men of Alexandria 
to be IUll8lDbled in a public place, and ordered hia foreign 
troops to put them to deatb. All Egypt then revolted, and the 
wicked king was forced to ilee to cyprus, while Cleopatra, his 
divorced queen, 88C8Dded the throne. Her rei~ was, how· 
ever, short, for Pbysoon collected an army, reinstated him
aelf by force of arfDl!, and rei~ed for some time, f811red by his 
enemies, and bated by bis subJects; (be bad DO friends;) bia 
own wife sought his deetruction, and he murdered his 0WIl 
son. 

PToLEMY VIII., surnamed -Ltztkyrus, from the mark of • 
pea on bis nose, succeeded bis father, after many quarrels with 
bis mother and brother. 

CHAPTER III. 100. MARY. 

Cleopatra. Egypt Subdued. 

Lathyrus reigned S6 years, during which Egypt was COIIo 
stantly distracted by the dissensions of the royal family. 

BERENICE, bis only legitimate child, succeeded him, but as, ac
cording to the custom of the country, all the SODS took tbe 
name of Ptolemy, and all the daughters, that of Cleopa. 
tra, she was called Cleopatra Berenice. Sylla, at that time 
dictator of Rome, aent her couein, Alexander, to claim the 
throne. He concluded to take Berenice in marriage, and per-
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- eel of his lenity, and put her to death. The fifteen years oC 

Alexander's reign were spent in violence and cruelty; and 
finally tbe Alexandrians expelled him, and called Ptolemy 
Auletea, an illegitimate son of Lathyrus, to assume the reins 
of their government. Ptolemy Auletes, to purchase the pro
tection of the Romans, entered into an agreement to pay Julius 
Ceesar, the consul, a sum equal to 890,000. The taxes which 
he levied to meet this engagement, exasperated his subjects, 
and he was obligea to fly for his life. The Egyptians pro
claimed his daughter, Berenice, queen. Auletea, meantime, 
made his way to Rome. Cmsar was absent in Gaul, but Pom
pey received the exile kindly, gave him an apartment in his 
house, and omitted no occasion of serving him. His business 
in Rome detained him long. The senate had no army to send 
into Egypt, and he was forced to wait till a change in the con
sulship was effected. While the Romaos hesitated, the Egyp
tians acted. The government of a woman could not satisfy 
them. They therefore sent to Seleucus, one of the last prin. 
ces oC Syria, offering him the band of Berenice, and the BOV. 
reigntyofEgypt. . 

Seleuous came immediately to Alexandria, married hiI 
queen, and put on bis crown; but avarice made bim deaf 
alike to the call oC love and ambition. His firat care was to 
oause the body of .Alexander the Great, to be put in a coffin 
of glass, while he melted the golden one into a more conveni. 
ent form for transportation. Berenice, disgusted with his 
meanness, employed some of her creatures to strangle him. 
Auletes returned not long after, supported by Mark Antony 
and a Roman army. The people were forced to acknowledge 
him for their sovereign, and witb a Roman body-guard he was 
enabled to take vengeance upon his enemies. His daughter, 
Berenice, was the first victim; then followed those whose 
great wealth tempted his cupidity. The Egyptians suffered 
these violences without a murmur; but when a Roman soldier 
killed a cat, the whole authority of Ptolemy could not prevent 
their tearing him to pieces. Ptolemy Auletes died, B. C. 51, 
leaving two sons and two daughters. By his will he directed 
that Cleopatra, the eldest daughter, should marry 

PTOLEMY DIONYSIUS, the eldest SOD, and reign jointly with 
him, under the guardianship of Pompey the Great. These 
directions were followed; but three years after, the ministers 
of Ptolemy having deprived Cleopatra of her share in the 
government, she escaped to Syria. It was precisely at this 
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~UDCture, that Pompey haviDg 8ed from the plaiDs of Phanal
J&, arriv~ in Egypt to claim an asylum from bis euemieL 
But Egypt was not thtl place to seek. friends in the day of ad
versity. The fear of Cresar had arrived there before him. 
The artful ministers of the young king dared, not counsel to 
receive the unfortunate Roman, lest Cresar "should call them 
to account; they dared not send him away, lest be sbould re
trieve his affairs, and return to punish their ingratitude. The 
proverb, "Dead men do not bite," urged by the tutor of the 
king, decided the fate of the illustrious fugitive. Ptolemy, with 
his parasites, went down to the shore, as if to welcome the ar
rival of his guardian; and looked on with the greatest uncon
cern, while those appointed to do the bloody deed, assassinated 
the noble Roman, cut off his head as a present for <Aesar, and 
threw his body naked on the strand. When Cmsar, in pUl'llUit 
of Pompey, landed in Alexandria, he found every thing in 
confusion. Referring to the will of· the late king, he ordered 
Cleopatra and Dionysius to appear before him, declaring that 
as Roman consul, it was necessary for him to settle the differ
ences betwsen the brother and sister, alias, the husband and 
wife. Cleopatra, conscious of the power of her beauty, de
termined to use it in furthering her ambitious projects. With 
only one attendant, she was rowed to the walls of the citadel 
of Aleundria in the night. There her se"ant wrapped ber 
up in a bundle of clothes, put a thong carefully around 
ber, and carried her as a bale of goods into Cesar's apartment. 
The first apparition of this lovely creature decided tbe heart of 
the conqueror in her favor. The next day he decreed that 
Cleopatra and her brother should reign jointly according to 
the fDill, and that the younger brother and sister should have 
Cyprus. Ptolemy was dissatisfied with this decision. He 
stirred up the peOple to make an attempt upon the Roman 
fleet. To prevent his galleys from falling into the enemy'. 
hands, Cmsar set them on fire. Some of them were driven by 
the wind 80 near the quay, that the flames caught tbe neigh
boring houses, and spread throughout the quarter called Bru
chion, consuming a part of the books in the famous library. 
A series of similar attacks and rt'prisals went on between e.
sar and the Egyptians while he stayed in Alexandria. Finally, 
a decisive battle was fought, and Ptolemy, attempting to escape 
in a little boat, was drowned. All Egypt then submitted. 
Cresar gave the crown to Cleopatra in conjunction with her 
younger brother, 

l'TOUJIY XI., then eleven years of age. He took .Arainoe, 
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the other sister, with him to Rome, where she walked in his 
triumph in chains of gold, but immediately after, he permitted 
her to retire to Asia. 

B. C. 41. At the age of fourteen, the young king demanded 
his share in the government. Cleopatra therefore poisoned 
him, and remained sole possessor of the regal authority. After 
\he battle of Philippi, when Mark Antony passed over into 
Asia to establish the authority of the triumvirate, all the kings, 
princes, and governors of the provinces were cited to appear 
before him. Among others, Cleopatra was summoned. This 
princess, then twenty-five years old, had added to her unri. 
valed attractions all the fascinations which a cultivated mind 
and a graceful address can give to beauty of face and elegance 
of person. She was a proficient in music; she could con. 
verse with Ethiopians, Jews, Syrians, Medes, Greeks, and 
Italians, without an interpreter; and she understood every 
blandishment which a voluptuous court had devised to give 
effect to female charm. Providing herself with rich presents, 
large sums of money, and the most magnificent robes and 
ornaments, she set off for Tarsus, where Antony waited to 
receive her. She sailed up the Cydnus in a barge with sails . 
of purple silk, and oars flashing with silver. A pavilion of 
cloth of gold was raised upon the deck, under which she 
reclined, habited 1ike Venus, with beautiful damsels represent. 
ing the Nereids and Graces worshiping around her. Flutes, 
hautboys, harps, and the softest instruments of music, fined the 
air with harmony, to which the 'gentle dip of the oars kept 
regular time, while the perfume of costly incense regaled the 
senses of the multitudes who crowded the banks to gaze upon 
the lovely pageant. A rumor wail spread that the goddess, 
Venu9, bad come to visit the god, Bacchus, and if Cleopatra 
so well personated the queen of beauty, Antony, on his part, 
sustained his character of the prince of r6fJel6TB, in all its 
essentials. As soon as the mimic fleet had come to anchor, 
Antony sent to invite her to supper. She replied, that she 
had already ordered an entertainment upon the banks of the 
river, where she would receive him as her guest. Antony 
went. That interview sealed his fate. His love of glory, 
wealth, and power, was lost in his absorbing passion for the 
fascinating princess; and while his wife, Fulvia, was support
ing his interest at home against Octavius Cmsar, and his 
lieutenants in the east were preparing for war in .Syria, he 
was led off like a captive in the train of Cleopatra to Alexan· 
dria. There the veteran warrior fell into every idle excess 
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of puerile &mU1I8ID8Dt, and o&red at the shriae of luxury what 
one has called the greatest of all sacrifices-tie MCrijt:tl of 
time. There was no end to their feasts and entertainments; 
each vied with the other in magnificence and expense. On 
one occasion, Cleopatra laid a wager that she would expend a 

• million (a sum equal to $250,000) upon one supper. Antony 
took up the bet; and Plaucus, a mutual friend, was to decide 
iL The banquet Willi prepared; Antony inquired the price 
of every dish, and aner calculating the expense, eaid," you 
are still far short of l\ million." The table was cleared, and a 
single cup of vinegar placed before the queen. "Now," said 
abe, with an air of triumph, "I will see if I cannot spend a 
million upon myself alone. " She took the cup, and unclaspin~ 
one of the pearls from her ear, threw it into the vinegar, ana 
when it was dissolved, swallowed it at a single draught I She 
was preparing to do tbe same by the other,· when Plaucus 
stopped her, declaring she had won the bet. In the midst of 
these scenes of dissipation, Antony received intelligence that 
his wifo, Fulvia, had been overpowered, and driven out of 
Italy by Octavius Caar; and that the Parthiana had subju
~ted Asia, from the Euphrates to Ionia. Waking literally 
from a fit of intoxication, he set sail with a fleet of iOO shipe 
to meet kis wife in Greece. He found her at SicYOD, sick. 
After reproaching her for being the cause of a war with 
ClII8&r, he len her to die among strangers, and proceeded 
towards Italy. ClII8&r, not being prepared for hostilities, 
threw all the blame of the late commotions upon Fulvia, and 
offered to accommodate matters by dividing the empire, giving 
Antony thar portion east of tbe Adriatic, while be took the 
west. His sister, Octavia, a woman of great beauty and 
merit, was, by decree of the senate, excused from mourning 
for her husband, just deceased, that she migbt cement the 
union by giving her band to Antony. The nuptials were 
celebrated at Rome, and Antony seemed for a time to forget 
in the society of this charming woman, the wrongs of the dead 
Fulvia, and the love of the forsaken Cleopatra. He even 
took Octavia back with him to Greece, and lived with her 
some time at Atbens; but when the Parthian war called him 
to Syria, the fascinations of Cleopatra resumed their full power 
over his soul. He sent for her to meet him again in Tarsus, 
and upon her arrival, made her a present of several kingdoms. 
His attachment to her proved the ruin of the Parthian expe-

• Thill pearl wae afterwarda carried to Rome by Auguatus, cut in two, 
UId haag ID ahe ... of &be .callle oC V 0 •• 
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clition. He wu,. funiahed with a fine army and plentiful fAlPO 
pliee, but _ deeiN 110 return and spend the winter with her in 
Alexandria, etuaed him to set oft' too early in the spring, and 
to tra"l so fut that the engines of war were left behind, and 
88ized by the enemy. Having penetrated into Media, and en-
88~ in a long and fruitle811 siege of a city in which the Parthi ... 
an king kept his wives, he was glad to accept of permission to 
retIeat in..rety before the autumnal equinox. In the back. 
wanl march, the Romans suffered every privation. Such wu 
the famine, that a barley loaf sold for its weight in silver; and 
at one time great numbers of the soldiers partook of a roos 
which brought Dft ~ne811 and death. Thus, while IUs army 
was perishing around him, Antony frequently exclaimed, "0 
the Ten Thousand," alluding to the famous "retreat~' which 
Xenophon bad effected through the same dangers which now 
beset himself. The severity of winter was BUch that he lost 
8000 men before he reached Sidon. Accompanied by a small 
party, he went down to a little fort called White Hair, and 
looked across the sea for the vessels of Cleopatra. They 
were not in sight, and he had recourse to intoxicatioD\ to 
drown his impatience. Some times he would start from the 
table and run leaping and dancing to look out for her ap
pl'O&Ch. She came at length, bringing large quantities of 
money and clothing for the troops. Octavia, too, had col. 
lected soldiers, beasts of burden, money, and presents for the 
officers, and set out to meet Antony. The infatuated general, 
nevertheless, sent her word to remain at Athens, saying that 
he was about to make another campaign against the Parthians. 
Cleopatra, however, appeared so a1Bicted at his leaving her 
agein, that he put off his expedition, and accompanied her to 
Egypt. There he acted a farce more ridiculous than all his 
preceding follies. He called a public assembly of the Egyp
tians, and ordering two golden chairs to be placed on a tribu. 
nal of silver, one for himself, and the other for Cleopatra, he 
crowned her queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Africa, and Crelo-Syria, 
Dominating Cesario, ber son by Julius ClIl88.r, as her col
league. His own two sons, Alexander and Ptolemy, then 
took their seats on two thrones prepared at the feet of their 
mother. Alexander, clothed in a Median dress, with the tur
ban ed tiara, was proclaimed king of Media, Armenia, and 
PartAUt, ",heft it ./wuld. be conquered.. Ptolemy wore the Ma
cedonian long cloak and slippers, with a bonnet encircled by 
a diadem. He was made king of Phenicia, Syria, and Cili
cia. Cleopatra wore, on this occasion, the 8IICled robe of Isis,. 

• Tha robe WIllI or all colon, 10 IipiIJ the univenalily or the plden' 
inllaeace. 
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and gave audience to the people UDder the JWDe of the " New 
Isis." .ADtony put the finishing touch to 1heae absurdities bv 
IllUding a miDute account of his me88U1'e8 to Rome. • 

When the injured Octavia returned to A.thens, her brother 
ordered her to quit Antony's house, but abe refuaed, and ati1l 
continued to take care of Fulvia's children, and her own, widt 
all &he tenderness which &he most devoted wife could feel for 
her husband's oftiJpring. Her conduct, however, only injuret 
Antony's cause; for when the people saw the neglect WUA 
which such a woman W88 treated, their indignation wu 
~ and they were ready to listen to all Ctea8.r'a inaiaua
nons against his colleague. The report of what Antony had 
done in Egypt, added fuel to the flame, 80 that when he besu 
to make preparations for renewing the civil war, and sent to 
turn Octavia out of his house, they readily concurred in the 
decree of war against Cleopatra. 

Antony had 500 armed vessels, 100,000 foot, 10,000 
horse, and a great many auxiliaries. Cresar had half 88 maDy 
vessels, thre~fourths 88 many foot, and an equal number of 
horse. Cleopatra would go in person to this war, (because 
she feared a reconciliation between Antony and Octavia,) and 
what W88 worse, she insisted that the first engagements should 
be fou~ht at sea, though Antony's land forces were complete, and 
his shIps had not half their complement of men. The officers 
were in consequence obliged to pick up in Greece, vagrants, 
mule-drivers, reapers, and boy8. The other preparations 
showed equally the temerity and folly which governed the 
counsels of Antony. While one ship brought soldiers, another 
arrived filled with players and buffoons; one messenger came 
with news of the arival of men and provisions, while another 
announced the advent of a long-expected theatrical apparatus. 
At last, in spite of all delays from adverse winds, and Cleopa
tra's caprices, Antony reached Actium with his Heet, while 
Au~ustU8 was anchored at a little distance upon the coast of 
EpIrU8. . 

Trace Antony tom Egypt to Actium by way of Syria, s... ... 
Alben •• 

Battle DC Actium • 

. This engagement was fought in the bay of Actium. The 
prows of the vessels were armed with brazen points which it 
was the object of the sailors to drive against the sides of the 
enemy's galleys; but as Antony's ships were very large he 
could not tum them readily, and one was often surrounded by 
two or three of Cresar's, the men of which threw fire brands, 
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pikes and jav.eliua at the crew, 88 though they were I&ormins 
a town. WhUe the fight W88 ring on, Cleopatra's sixty 
.galleys hoisted their sails, and too to flight through the midst 
of the combatants. No sooner did Antony see her vessel 
under way, than f1.orgetting the brave men who were shedding 
their blood in his cause, he took a couple of friends with 
him, and rowed after her with all his might Having over
taken her, he went on board her galley, but for three days, 
either through shame or resentment, did not speak to her. At 
last the attendants effected a reconciliation, and they proceeded 
together to Lydia, after Antony had stopped long enough in 
Greece to recommend his followers to be reconcUed to Cmsar. 
Having sent Cleopatra forward to Alexandria, he shut himself 
up on a desert island and affected to act the part of Timon, the 
man-hater; but the strong attraction of the Egyptian syren 
drew him from his retreat, and once again embarked upon the 
sea of dissipation, his guilty love knew neither pause or stop 
till it reached its prop er end-destruction. Cleopatra and 
Antony had before established a society called The Inimitable 
Livers; they JIJ1W insti~uted another, called The Companions 
in Death! Though the Egyptian queen had destroyed all 
whom she suspected of being friendly to Cresar, yet fearful 
still of falling into his hands, she formed the design of drawing 
her galleys over the isthmus of Suez, and sailing in them down 
the Red Sea, in search of some remote country, where she 
might see no more war. This plan was frustrated by the 
Arabians, who set her ships on fire. Knowing that Cresar 
would sooner or later arrive· in Egypt, and that her fatal 
beauty would prove but an ornament for his triumph, Cleopa
tra began to look to death for a refuge from disgrace. She 
collected all kinds of poisons, and tried them upon criminals 
in the prisons, and examined, also, the effect of venom upon 
the human system. By these experiments, she found that the 
bite of the asp produced death with the least pain of body or 
contortion of visage, persons affected by it, sinking away 88 
in a gentle sleep. Meanwhile, Antony sent to beg his life of 
Coosar ; and Egypt for Cleopatra and her children.".;. The con
queror rejected Antony's petition, but said thatCleopatr& might 
expect every favor if she would banish or poison the man sne 
had so long held in her chains. The queen had caused, a 
magnificent monument to be erected near the temple of Isis, 
into which she removed her treasures and a large quantity of 
flax with a great number of torches. She gave orders to her 
governors to submit to Cmsar, so that when he came round by 

27 
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way or Syria and P&lusium, he found no obstacle tnl he rea.dJ.. 
ed Alexandria, where Antony in the last effort of expiring 
valor, detennined to give battle, by sea and land. Drawing 
up his army upon an eminence, he sent out his galleye to the 
attack; but what was his despair and rage, when he saw 
Cleopatra's admiral advance and surrender the whole fleet to 
the Romans. He grew desperate, and sent to challenge Cm
sar to single combat. Creaar replied, "if Antony is weary of 
life, there are ways enough to die." Ridiculed by Augustus 
and betrayed by Cleopatra, he retnmed to the city only to be 
abandoned by his cavalry, which went over in a body to the 
conqueror. He flew to the palace, determined to wreak his 
vengeance upon the enchantress, who had wrought his ruin. 
It was deserted-and word was brought him that preferring 
honorable death to shameful captivity, she had closed her life 
in the tombs of her ancestors. The idea of her death c0m

pleted his frenzy. He passed from the excess of rage to the 
most violent transports of grief, and thought only of following 
her to the grave. Retiring to his chamber, and unclasping 
his coat of mail, he called upon his faithful servant, Eros, to 
strike the fatal blow. Eros drew his sword as if he designed 
to kill him; but suddenly turning about, slew himsp.lf, and fell 
at his master's feet. Antony took up the sword, and plunging 
it into his own body, fell back upon his couch, mortally 
wounded. At that moment a messenger came to tell him that 
the queen Will:! yet alive. When the name of Cleopatra was 
mentioned, he opened his eyes, and requested to be carried to 
her apartment. His servants conveyed him in their arms to 
the monument. Cleopatra would not sufl'er the door to be 
unbarred, but threw down cords from a lofty window, and 
assisted her women to draw him up. "Never was there a 
more moving sight. Antony, all bathed in blood, with death 
painted in his face, was drawn up in the air,.tuming his dying 
eyes, and extending his feeble hands to Cleopatra, as if to con
jure her to receive his last breath, whilst she, with features 
distorted, and arms strained, pulled the cords with her whole 
strength, the people below encouraging her with cries." She 
~aid him on her bed, rent her clothes, beat her breast, tore her 
hair, and wiping the blood from his wounds, called him her 
lord, her emperor, her husband: seeming to forget, in her 
sympathy for him, that she had any miseries of her own. 
Antony strove to comfort her, telling her that" he had con· 
quered like a Roman, and it was only by a Roman that be 
had been conquered." Scarcely had he breathed his last, when 
a messenger arrived from Cmsar, who had been informed of 
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Antony's rash deed. She begged permission to bury Antony 
a.ccording to the customs of Egypt, which was not refused. 

A short time after, learning that CteSar designed to send 
her a. way in three days, she requested the melancholy satis
faction of visiting the grave of Antony once more. It was 
granted. "Alas! my Antony," said she, kneeling down by 
his tomb, "it is not long since with these hands I buried thee ; 
they were then free; but thy Cleopatra is now a prisoner, 
reserved to adorn the triumph over thee. These are the 
last offerings, the last honors she can pay thee; for she is 
now to be conveyed to a distant country. Nothing could part 
us while, we lived; but in death we are to be divided. Thou, 
though a Roman, liest buried in Egypt; and I, an Egyptian, 
must be interred in Italy, the onlffavor I shall receive from 
thy country. Yet if the gods of Rome have power or mercy 
left, (for surely those of Egypt have forsaken us,) let them not 
Bufier me to be led in living triumph to thy disgrace! No! 
hide me, hide me, with thee in the grave; for life, since thou 
hOB left it, has been misery to me." The unhappy queen 
having thus bewailed her misfortunes, returned to her monu
ment, bathed, and sat down to a magnificent supper. Then, 
having called for a basket of figs which a peasant had lately 
brought, she wrote a letter to Cmsar, and ordering every one 
out of the monument except her two women, m8.de fast the 
door. When Cresar opened the letter, and read" her last re
quest to be buried with Antony," he suspected her intention, 
and sent his servants to prevent her carrying it into effecL 
The messengers ran all the way, and having broken open the 
door, entered. There lay the last of the royal race of the 
Ptolemies, on a goldencouch, arrayed even in death, with the 
greatest splendor. lraa, one of her maids, lay dead at 
her feet; and Channion, hardly able to stand, was fixing the 
diadem upon the brow of her beloved queen. "Charmion," 
aaid the messengers of Cmsar, "was this well done ,It "Per
fectly well," said she, " and worthy a descendant of the kings 
of EgypL" Saying this, she also sunk down, and expired. No 
mark of violence could be discovered upon the person of Cle
opatra; and as the track of a !6ptile was discerned on the sea
sands opposite her window, it was supposed that the basket ot 
figs contained an tup, which having stung her and her maids, 
was permitted to escape. 

In the tomb of Cleopatra was deposited the last sovereign oC 
the GI'&lCO-Egyptian dynasty of Lagidm, a race that had ruled 
Egypt 294 years. 



ROME. 

RoMS, commencins 753, B. C., and continuins till the year 
476, A. D., occupies a period of'1229 years. Rome, in New.. 
ebadnezzar's Jmase, was the "iron kinpm;" and in Dan
iel's Vision, tbe "fOurth beast, dreadful and terrible, wi~ 
~t iron teeth." By Historians, it is considered ,he last of 
"the four universal IDOnarchie." which bore rule in the eutb 
1Iefore the Chris&ian Era. 

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 

, ROMB was built by RomullJl!l, upon the ~ 
J.tIdbIp. Ju'll, but, in the days of its power, embraced also within 
its limits, the Capitoline, Quirinal, A'Ventine, CreliaD, Vimi
'Dal, and Esqniline hills. On the top of the Capitoline hill, 
was the capitol, or citadel, of Rome. It was the highest part 
of the city, strongly fortified, and ma~cently Ol'D8.lll8Dted. 
A descent of one hundred steps led to the forum, a large open 
apace where the people held their assemblies. It was IIIU'

rounded with arched porticos, enclosing spacious I_rbts 
where various commodities were sold. All the military roads 
terminated in this place, at a point in which was set up a 
gilded pillar called millarivm aureum. Twenty aqueduct. 
lupplied the city with water, and eight bridges supported on 
lotty arches, spanned the "yenow Tiber." 'Ihe dw4llllin88 
of the Romans were at first simple cottages thatched~th 
Ilraw. After the city was burned by the Gauls, it was re
built in a more solid and commodious manner, and after its 
second destruction by Nero, the houses were constructed with 
sreat attention to elegance and splendor, each dwelling having 
a portico in front, and an empty court, called a vestibule, be
fore the gate. The gate was reached by ascending several 
Iteps. A slave in chains, armed with a staff, and attended by 
a large dog, perfonned the office of porter, and kept a fiN, 
round which the images were placed, always burning. They 
had no chimneys, and were in consequence much annoyed with 
emoke. At first, they made openinss to admit the lipt; at 

, 
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civilization increased, they uaed paper, linen cloth, and horn, 
to shut out the wind and rain; and in the fOlu-th century, they 
arrived at tbe luxury of glfJIIs windows. A nobleman's villa, 
or country seat, was a magnificent affair. The building was 
laid out in dining-rooms, parlors, bed-chambers, tennis-courtB, 
baths, &c.; and the grounds were tastefully arranged with 
walks, terraces, parks, fish-ponds, gardens, and all kinds of 
delightful groves. The furniture also followed the law of 
gradual improvement, from the simple, four-legged square 
table, to the circular board, inlaid with ivory, gold, and pre
cious stones, till we read of one tbat cost a sum equal to 835,000. 

. Without stopping to discuss any disputed points, 
inhabItants. it will only be necessary to say bere, that the Ro
man citizens were separated into two great classes-Patricians 
and Plebeians, whose relative positions will be more clearly de
fined in the following pages. Among the original population 
of the city, every man that could show a noble or free ances
try, belonged to the patrician order, and had a share in the 
government of the state. Of the rest of the people, each man 
was attached, under the appellation of "client," to the bead 
of some patrician family, wbom he was obli~ to serve, and 
who, in return, was bound to protect him. There was also 
the order of knights, consisting of young men chosen for 

_cavalry, either from the patricians or plebeians. They must 
be eighteen years of age, and possessed of a sum of money 
equal to 814,000. Their badges of distinotion, were a gold 
ring, and a strip of purple Bewail on the breast of the tunic. 

The Roman matrons themselves took charge ofthe.children 
in their infantile years. Both boys and girls wore a loose 
robe, bordered with purple, called toga pretezfa, They were 
sent to public schools, where the greatest care was bestowed 
upon their style of reading and speaking. Children of rank 
were attended to school by a slave, who carried their books, 
writing materials, &0. Books were written on parchment, 
or on paper prepared from the leaves of the papyrus. Pens 
were made of a reed sharpened at the point. Ink, was the 
black liquid emitted by the cuttle-fish. They wrote upon one 
side of the paper, and then rolled it round a staff, whence it 
was called a volume. Children learned to write with a metal 
pencil, stylUB, upon tablets spread with wax. At the age of 
seventeen, the boy exchanged the togo. pretezta for the toga 
viTilis, or "manly gown," a loose, flowing robe which cover
ed the whole body. To wear this garment gracefully, was a 
subject of intense study to the dandies of those days; and 
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eYeD p8lIIODI or a graver tempenuneat made it a matter of seri
ous coD8ideration. A tunic was often worn under the toga, 
and in cold weather, a cloak was added. In early times, all 
persons went bare-headed, but when luxury increaaed, a w0-

man's toilet was called" her world." Every lady of fashion 
had at least one hair-dresser. The hair WO.8 anointed with the 
richest perfumery, curled with hot irons, adorned with gold 
and pearls, or bound with gay ribands. 

The religion of the Romans was idolatry in the gross
JleUgion. est extreme. All the gods of the Greeks and Egyptians 
were duly wol"Bhiped; and the virtues and affections of the 
mind, such as Faith, Hope, Concord, &c., were honored with 
altan and temples. The Romans also regarded with super
atitious reverence, the Penates, or powen of nature person
ified, and the Laru, or di8embodied spirits of their ances
tom If the soul of the dead, in passing from the body, became 
a pure &pirit, and hovered with the wing of love over tile 
friends it had left behind, it was called "Lar;" but if by rea
son of crimes committed in life, it found in the grave no rest
ing place, it appeared to men 88 a pbaIatom; and ita Dame, in 
that cue, was Lana; but, as there W88 no way of ucer
taiDing precisely the lot of the deceued, departed souls receiv
ed the general appellation of Ma.e6. . Every household, 
however, claimed its protecting lares, and victims were sacri
ficed to them upon the domestic hearth. The priests were 
chosen from the most hoDOrable men in the state. There 
were four pootit1B called, together, the Collet!i,., whoee 
business it W88 to see that the inferior priests cJkl the~ duty. 
The Prmlifa: Maa:imtu, W88 the supreme judge in religi01'J8 
matters. Every year he drew up a short account of all pub
lic traJJsaetions; and theee ,Atlraal8 were exposed in an open 
place, for the inspection of the people. The AIfBU1"8, or 
soothsayers, made observations upon the heavens in the deed 
of ni~t, explained omens, foretold future events, and exercised 
wonaerful power over the supentitious by means of atmos
pheric phenomena. The Septem'IJiri, prepared the games, 
processions and public feasts. The QuinUcem'lJiri, had charge 
of the Sibylline books. The pontiffs, augurs, septemvi1'8, and 
quindecemvirs, were called "the four Colleges of Priests." 
The Sacred Fire, renewed every year on the fint of March 
from the rays of the 8Q)l, was watched by the Vestal Virgiu, 
and whoever permitted it to go out, was scourged by the ponti
fex muimus. If any vestal violated her vow, she 'ft8 bmi_ 
alive. 
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M. .No youg WOIDBll could marry without consent of 
amage. her parents or guardians. When this was obtained, 

the auspices were takeu, and a sacrifice offered, from which the 
gall of the victim was carefully removed. The bride was 
dressed in a long white robe, bordered with a purple fringe ; 
her hair was parted with a spear, and her head covered with a 
veil. In the house of the lady's father or nearest relative, in 
the presence of at least ten witnesses, the pontifex maximu&, 
joined the pair in marriage, by causing them to repeat a set 
form of words, and taste a cake made of salt, water, and 1Iour. 
In the evening, the bride was taken, apparently by force, from 
the arms of her mother, and carried to the house of the bride
groom. Her maid-semmts followed her with a distaff, a spin
dle, and wool. As abe reached the door, her husband demand
ed who she was, to which she always answered, "Where thou 
art Caius, there shall I be Caia." After binding the door posts 
with woolen filleta, she gently stepped over the tbreshhold, upon 
which she was presented with tbe keys of the house. After 
the parties bad both touched fire and water, the bridegrom pro
ceeded to give the feast. Nuptial songs were sung till mid
night, and the 8'H'8t8 were dismissed with small presents. At 
supper, the men reclined upon couches, and took their food 
without forks, the boys sitting at the feet of their elders. The 
table was consecrated by setting upon it the images of the 
Lares and sa1&-cellars. The feast was opened by pouring out 
libations to the gods, and throwing a portion of every article 
of food into the fire, as an offering to the guardians of the d0-
mestic hearth. The guests were entertained with music and 
dancing, plays and pantomimes, but the graver portion of 
community preferred reading. 

'!'he Senators were chosen from the patricians or knights, 
Beoate. by the kings, the conSllls, the military tribunes, and by 
the censors. The stated meetings of the senate were on the 
""lends, the beginning, and the ides, the middle, of every 
month. The power of this body varied with the varying 
politics of the republic. Under the regal government, the 
aenators were the mere counselors of the king; during the 
palmy days of the Roman Commonwealth, they had the su
preme authority; and in the times of the emperors, being 
made the tools of power, they SIlnk into complete insignificance. 
Their constitutional rights gave them the direction of the 
treasury, the nomination of envoys, and the receiving of am
beadors from foreign nations; the power of decreeing war 
and declaring peace, tosether with the granting of triumphs to 
Yictorioua perala. 
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There were three cl.... of' magistrates in 
If",~ Rome.-I. The Qututor" wboae bwrineas it W88 to 

take care of the public "reyenue, to enct fines, to keep the 
military standards, and order the public funerala.-2. The 
~lu, whoee duty it was to inspect markets, tavems, and all 
things sold in the forum; to throw nuisances into the Tiber, 
and examine the strength and structure of public buildings.-
3. The Prator., whose powers were expressed by do, dica, and 
addico. By "do," they gave the form of any writ; by " dico," 
they pronounced sentence; and by "addico," they adjudged 
the goods of the debtor to the creditor. When a cause W88 

to be tried, the pnetor took his seat in the forum, 60 a tribunal 
or stage, in a chllir called curule, with a sword and spear 
placed upright before him~ The jury sat on lower seats, 88 

did also the witnesses; clerks were employed to record the 
proceedings, and criers, to proclaim the hour. On court days, 
at nine o'clock in the morning, the pnetor went to the forum, 
and there being seated on the tribunal, ordered the crier to n0-
tify the people that it W88 the third hour, and whoever h8d 
any cause might bring it before him. Trials were much like 
tboee in our courts of law. In criminal cases, jutlicu were 
choeen, and after the cause had been heard, the pnetor gave to 
each judex three tablets; on one was written C., contlauao; 
on another, A., 46801fXJ; and on the third, N. L., non litJut> 
"I am not clear." Each judex threw which of these he 
thought proper into an urn. The pra:tor took them out, 
counted them, and decided the caae according to this verdict. 
While the judices were putting the ballots into the urn, the 
prisoner and his friends fell at their feet, wept, prayed, and 
used every method to excite compassion. Criminals were 
punished with .fine., boruU, hlOtD', hanilllamerat, .'fltJery, and 
fUat1&. None but the whole Roman people, could pass sen
tence upon the life of a Roman. "I am a Roman citizen," 
stopped.at once the proceedings of any tyrannical magistrate, 
and threw the accused upon the mercy of his fellow-citizens. 
The body of a malefactor W88 exposed for a time to public 
exacration, and then thrown into the Tiber. 
Occupation.. Agriculture W88 the principal occupation of the 

Romans, and was held in the highest esteem; but 
the constant wars in which the commonwealth was engaged, 
made such large drafts upon the time of the citizens, that use
ful employments finally fell to the lot of slaves, while all the 
legitimate children of the republic became soldiers. Whea 
the Romans thought themselves injured by any nation, they 
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lent one of the ~. to delD8.lld redress. If it was not 
immediately granted, 38 days were permitted to elapse, and 
then the priest went asam to the confines of the nation, threw 
a bloody spear upon tlie ground, and formally declared war. 
Every citizen was considered a soldier from the age of sixteen 
till that of forty-six; nor could any person hold an office in the 
city, who had not se"ed ten campaigns. The IIOldiers were 
formed into legions. Each legion was divided into ten cohorts, 
each cohort into three bands, each band into two centuries, or 
hundreds: to complete the legion, 300 horse were added. t 
They fought with slings, spears, jaYelina, and awords. The 
standard of the legion displayed an eagle with tbeletters, "S. p. 
Q. R." Senate, People, and Quirites, pf Rome. The load 
which a Roman soldier carried, was enough to break down a 
common man. ProYisions for fifteen days, a saw, a basket, a 
mattock, an axe, a book, a leathern thong, a chain, a pot, &c. 
&c., amounting in all to 60 Ibs. weight, besides his armor, 
which was not UnUequently made of brass plates, or rings, im
penetrable to the spear. When a general, after consulting the 
auspices, had determined to attack the enemy, a red flag was 
hoiSted on the point of a spear from the top of his tent. Then 
the trumpet sounded, the soldiers cried out "to arms," and pull
ing up their standards, rushed on to battle. After a victory, 
the general assembled his troops, and bestowed rewards on 
tbose who merited them. The pay of a soldier amounted only 
to about five cents a day, beside his food, which he dressed him
self. After a euccessful campnign, the senate granted a 
triumph to the ~neral, a festivity in which all the army were 
allowed to participate. 

Funeral The Romans, for the same reasons that inHu-
Ceremonies. enced the Greeks, paid the greatest attention to 
funeral rites. When anyone was dying, his nearest relative 
endeavored to catch his last breath with his mouth, under the 
impreseion that in that, the soul took its departure. The eyes 
and mouth of the deceased were immediately closed, those 
present repeating his name several times, and calling out Yale, 
"farewell." The corpse, having been batbed, and dressed in its 
richest robes, was laid on a couch in the vestibule, and a small 
coin for the fee of Charon was put into its hand. The funeral 
was solemnized in the night, with torches, the order of the pro
ceesion being regulated by law. A mingled train of musicians, 
hired mourners, players, and buffoons, freed.men, friends, and 
relatives attended the body to the place of buming or burial. 

• A cl .. of' priem. 
t Of'how _, men did a IfSion COIIIiI\ 1 
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Fabuloua The first pages of Roman hist.ory like those or the 
HIItory. nations we have already considered, are but the intri

cate fables of a dark age, embellished by the fancy of the poet. 
At what point these mythic legends 888Ume the form and BIlb
stance of probability and truth, we shall not attempt to decide. 
We strongly suspect that if the renowned Romulus were strip
ped of the drapery which the glory of Rome throws a.rouud 
him, he would appear in the form of a barbarous robber, or 
melt away into one of those fictitious heroes, whose exploilB 
serve only "to point a moral, or adom a tale." Virgil, the 
Homer of Rome, has given in his Eneid, an account of the cfis. 
tinguished individual claimed by the Romans aa their great pro
genitor. From this poem, we learn thai. Eneas, BOn of VenUl 
and Anchises, having escaped from the plains of Troy, after 
many romantic adventures, landed in Italy, where the LatiDs 
then lived in all their savage simplicity. The chief of the 
Latins received him kindly, and gave him his daughter, Lavi
nia, in marriage. The deeeend8nts of Eneas and 1ALvinia, 
were called kings of Alba, and continued to sit upon the throne 
of that country for a epace of 400 years, which brings us to 
the century distinguished by the founding of that city, after
wards the acknowledged Queen of the World. 

CHAPTER I. 800. AMY. 

Rome founded by Romulus, B. C. 753. 

The 14th descendant of Eneas lert two sons, N umitor and 
Amulius. To the eldest the kingdom was bequeathed, while 
the youngest received the treasures remaining of those brought 
from Troy. Amulius, not satisfied with his portion, conspired 
against his brother, and succeeded in depriving bim of his 
throne. To remove all apprehensions of being one day dis
turbed in his ill-gotten power, he put his brother's BODS to 
death, and caused Rhea Silvia, their sister, to take the vow of 
a vestal. His precautions were vain. Rhea Silvia and 
(as it was affirmed) Mars, the god of war, were the pa
rents of two boys, who were no sooner bom than devoted 
by the tyrant to d&truction. The mdther was buried alive, 
and the cradle containing the helpless babes waa thrown 
into the Tiber; but the river having overBowed its banks, 
the frail bark drifted along the margin of the stream, till 
it became entangled in the roots of a wild vine, at the foot 
of the Palatine hill. Faustulus, the king's shepherd, found 
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cbHdrrn, and rani,,:! them drme his who TAn,med 
them Romulus and Remus, and brought them up as herT own 
sons. ~he you~s, i~~rant or their real ances~ry, qrew ~o 
mnnhruTi umonu me Wllflr of AHl£y. the WllS anH ,yerlls 
of their foster f~ther. The noble bearing and daring. co~rage 
with which nature had endowed them, early gave them the 
tyTyy-t;lIUl)iJ)my= ill the li1l1£ world whi1lh they w.JJe coohned, 
anh they were soon honored as leaders the ynnthful herds
men, who banded together to resist the aggression of robbers 

An~~~:'*rri!nNn~:~:;~~{::ylyyy~: tak~::o:~s~nm. :~~o~~:~i:J 
before h~s g;an<!father. While.~umitor hesitated. what punish
wont tie mthct, Hy)))stulJ)YY and ijioiTmlu)) Yiastenm? to th)) place 

rea~:i;~;~~~Yd~I~~U~~~~ee~~:a:dY~~Il!'7to;Y~:II~~~i~~~ 
tn belieu)) that the two noble oouths who stood before him 
An)'ire destiooh aV))nhers oj' his nomnigs, ac
quiesced in their proposal to expel Amulius, and restore 
~he throne of Alba to its rightful, P?ssessor. Romulus, 
£zyllOWm£ thyy younp men. who Zy*ryj so fymg acfyHow
ledged him their leader, besieged the castle of Afymlius, 
and in the confusio? that ~~sued, the uS,urper ~~ slain. N u
Ymtor, thnyy )'elllSlntOO III soVreYhYlty Ol l,lbu, two 
hrother, requeszyel permi2.sion tn hnHd a dih of owo. upon 
t~e spot where their lives had. been so mi.raculom'lyp~~er!e? 
The fJ)ho hltky)))'YO aiYilsled JOlliTiY1 III 

entG))prise alae2f£y, and soon yylen wem col-
lected to Commence the work. A dispute then aroSe between 

brnHmrs adiut thT' location of the future city, 

the :;;~~h~r~::s. Remu/:!k ~~: ::=~::~ t~poniy~:!t~~ 
entine, and Romulus sat down upon the Palatine hill. At 
JiYmrisey dumus si:I: Gnltures, nnd SYunn aftet, domuins saw 
t'IDeZ."e. The partizans of Remus contenHed for hilIl, as having 
seen the first good omen, while the followers of Romulus in-
ndled his WiTS 2';yost Romulun presudled ; 
nnd proceeded £0 mark the nr thn intendnH nity. 

Persons skilled in sacred mysteries, were called to di-
rirnt as to the mYmner which every shGuld be 

,1""e. di)'nt, a eireularditeh Wit dug, whieh (,ach 
~.~ a handful of earth, which he had brought from his own 

'::~~~~~h~~~:i 'f:e: !~~:~~~:r::~St~':i;::I!f~:~~H~:~~ 
8: portion of land at its base. Romulus, having fitted a bra-

/. 

"'''. 
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zen plow .. hare to a plow, drew ~ Currow around the booncJarU., 
his attendants following, and carefully turning every clod ill
wards. Four times he took up the plow and carried it a short 
distance, and in these places were built the ga1e8.. This took 
place on Jhe 21st of April, B. C. 753. While the wall Willi 
beginning to rise above the surface, Remus leaped over it, 
saying contemptuously, "Shall such a wall l1li this keep your 
city t" Upon which Romulus struck bim dead with the im
plement he had in his hand, exclaiming, "So periah, wlweo
ever shall hereafter overleap these ramparts." The work 
then went on without interruption; and in a abort time the 
walls were raised to a suitable height, and a thousand thatched 
cottages were built. To increase as rapidly as poaiible, the 
population of his new city, Romulus set apart a grove as a 
sanctuary for malefactors and run-away slaves; "every one 
that was in distress, and everyone that was in debt," ft.ocked 
thither also; those whb were pleased with novelty, and those 
who were fond or adventure, contributed likewise to the num
ber of inhabitants; 80 that Romulus 800n found himself at the 
head of a people, willing to drop all former distinctions, for the 
yet untarnished appellation of Romau. To introduce order 
and sobriety amoDg such a mixed multitude, some kind of gov. 
ernment was necessary. Accordingly, Romulus was unani. 
mously elected chief of their religion, sovereign magistrate of 
Rome, and general of the army. He was preceded wherever 
he went by twelve lictors, armed with axes tied up in bundles 
of rods. One hundred old men were selected to transact the 
business of tbe state. They were called fatW8, and their 
descendants, patriciau. t By decrees of the senate, and au
thority of the people, laws were made for the regulation of 
public affairs, and the interests of religion were carefully 
guarded. 
UDioD with It will be readily imagined that the character and 
the SabiDee. prospectS of the individuals composing the body 
politic, were not such as to invite the alliance of the sur
rounding tribes; the proposals of marriage which the Roman 
youth niade to several aristooratic neighbors, were rejected 
with scorn, and after striving in vain to make their persons 
and their homes more agreeable to the fair daughters of the 
Sabines, it was decided, in the fOUlth month after the building 
of the city, to obtain by force what was denied to entreaty. 
Public shows and games were proclaimed, and persons came 

• Called porta from porWr, to carry. 
t Frompater, falber. 
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from all parts, bringing their wives and children to witnell 
tbe prowess 'of the competito1'& While every eye was intent 
upon the scene, the Roman youth rushed in among the crowd, 
and seizing the most beautiful girls they could find, carried 
them off. ~he Sabines remonstrated in vain. The Romans, 
having secured their wives, treated them with the utmoat kin~ 
ness and attention; and the women, won by the unexpected 
tenderness of their captors, consented to "forsake their fa
thers and mothers, and cleave unto their husbands." The fa
thers and mothers were not, however, 80 easily satisfied. AJJ 
tae Romans obstinately refused to restore their daughters, 
Tatius, the Sabine king, led an army of 25,000 men to the 
very gates of Rome. The Romans, unable to meet 80 strong 
an army in the field, having placed their flocks upon the Cap
itoline hill, and strongly fortified it, withdrew within their 
walls. Tarpeia, daughter of the commander of that fortress, 
going to a neighboring spring for water, WIiS seized by the Sa
bines, and entreated to betray one of the gates to..tbem. She 
agreed to do 80 for what the soldiers wore upon their arms, 
meaning their bracelets; but no sooner had she opened the 
gate, than they threw their bucklers upon her, and crushed 
her to death. From her the cliff of the Capitoline hill was 
called the Tarpeian rook. The Romans rushed out of their 
city to I'e-gain possession of this important point. A fierce 
engagement ensued in the valley between the Capitoline and 
Quirinal hills. In the midst of the conflict, the attention of the 
eombatanta WIiS diverted by loud cries and lamentatione. Whil. 
they paused in astonishment, the Sabine women rushed in be
tween the two armies, entreating their husba.J;lds to spare their 
fathers, and their fathel'S to spare their husbands. The fierce 
warriors listened, and suffered their weapollS to fall from their 
hands. Affection finally lDlUItered resentment, and by the me
diation of these amiable females, a peace was concluded 08 
condition that the two nllltions ilhOl.1ld lie united in one, and 
Romulus and Tatius reign jointly ill Rome. The new citi. 
zens were caned Quiritu, whence the initial" Q.," in the royal 
standard. One hundred Sabines were added to the senate, and 
the number of men in the legion was also doubled. Thus 
every event, however adverse, served to advance the interesta 
'Of the new city., and Romull.s had the happiness of seeing a 
\u18tile army converted into peaceful citizens, in the course of 
a few hours. 

The death of Tatius, about five years after, left Romulua 
~ 801e monarch of Rome. He conquered Fideue, awl 
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eDgaging in a war with tbe Veians, compelled them to give up 
their alt-pits near the Tiber. One day, while be was review· 
ing his army, a dreadful tbunder-storm arose. The people 8ed 
in durerent directions to seek for sbelter, and when the tem
pest passed over, Romulus was no where to be found. It was 
conjectured that he had been carried to beaven by his father, 
the god Mara, a supposition that was confirmed by one Procu
Ius, who declared that as he was returning by night from Alba 
to Rome, Romulus appeared to him in a form of more than 
mortal majesty, and bade him tell the Romans "that Rome 
WDS destined to be tbe chief city of the world; that human 
power should never be able to withstand her people; and that 
he himself would be their guardian god Quirinus." 

U. C.- 37. B. C. 516. After the death of Romulus, the 
senate undertook to govern the city by each member's acting 
the part of king for five days in succession. The people sub
mitted to this changing government for a year, till finding in 
it the authoPity of a monarch without bis paternal care, they 
insisted upon the election of a king. They accordingly fixed 
upon Numa Pompilius, a citizen of Cures, who, thougb mar· 
ried to the daughter of Tatius, had always lived in retirement 
Numa was born the very day Rome wDJ! founded, and was 
consequently in bis fortieth year, when ambassadors came to 
beg his acceptance of the crown. He left the sacred groves 
wliere he bad spent tbe best part of bis life, with unfeigned re
luctance, and prefaced bis departure with many sacrifices. 
The eenate and people met bim on tbe way, and tbe women 
welcomed bim into tbe city, with blessings and shouts of joy. 
Attended by the priests and augurs, be went to the top of the 
Tarpeian rock, where the chief augur laid bis band upon his 
bead, and turning his face to the south, waited in silence till 
several birds fiew by, on bis right band. Tben being invested 
witb tbe royal robe, Numa went down to the peeple, and was 
bailed as tbeir king. 

No monarch could bave been more suitable than Numa, 
for a multitude wboee opinions, tastes, and babits, were unset. 
tled. The inbabitants of various petty states, lately subdued, 
and but ill.united, needed a master who could soften their 
fierce dispositions, and introduce among them the love of re
ligion and virtue. Noma bad superstition enough to awaken 
their reverence, and policy enough to turn his power to good 
account. By the instruction of the goddess, Egeri&, he found. 
ed the wbole system of the Roman religion, he increased the 

• Ut6G CoMita, .. after the building ot the city." 
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nomber of augurs, regulated the duties of the pontiftB, and 
iostitut.ed several new orders of priests. 

CHAPTER II. 700. LOUISA. 

TulliDl. AneDl. Tarquin. 

N uma also divided among his subjects the lands which Rom
ulus had conquered in war, and set landmarks, consecrated 
to the god Terminus, upon every portion. He abolished the 
distinction between Romans and Sabines, by dividing the 
artisans according to their trades, and compelling all those of 
the same profession to dwell together. He built the temple 
of Janus, to be shut in the time of peace, and open in time of 
war; and 80 profound was the quiet he bad produced, that 
tbougb this temple was erected in tbe first year of bis reign, 
it continued shut till his death, which happened in his S3d 
year. 

u. C.82. B. C. 671. Tullius Hostililll. 

After the death of Numa, the senate again tried the exper
iment of carrying on the government themselves, till at length 
Tullius Hostilius, a man of Latin extraction, was elected mon
al ;h. His talents and inclinations differed entirely from those 
of his predecessor. He was more inclined to war than even 
Romulus had been, and only waited a plausible pretext for 
seizing upon the territories of his neighbors. An incursion of 
the Alban shepherds gave him an opportunity to demand 
redress, and he took care to do it in such a manner as to 
insure a refusal. War being thus made necessary, the two 
armies were drawn out in battle array, five miles from Rome. 
Just as they were about to engage, the Alban general proposed 
that the mailer should be referred to three champions, chosen 
from etlch side. The offer was accepted. Three Horatii 
were chosen for the Romans, and three Curatii for the Albans. 
The mother of the Horatii was sister to the mother of the 
Curatii; and all six of the young m!3n were distinguished for 
courage, strength, and activity. When every thing was 
arranged, the champions were led forth amid encouraging 
shouts, and then both sides rested upon their arms, and gazeil 
with breathless anxiety upon the scene. Victory at first 
inclined to the Alb:ms. Two of the Horatii lay dead upon 
the field, and the third seemed to fiy, while the Curatii, all 
wounded, feebly pursued him. The Romans were ready to 
give up in d~pair, when suddenly, Horatius, having separated 
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his antagonists, turned aDd slew th~ one after another, aacri
ficin~, as he said, "two to the manee of his brothers," and 
ofFenng "the third to his country's honor." The Albans 
threw down theft arms, and submitted to the Romans; and 
Horatius having stripped his cousins of their a~r, returned 
in triumph to Rome. 

Not long after, the Albans! having en~ in a coospiracy 
against the RomaDS, a dec~ was pasaeC1 that Alba should be 
razed to the ground, and the." ,!hole Alban people relDOved to 
Rome. The walls of the mty and every human habitation 
were totally demolished, and new dwellings assigned to the 
house1ess tribe, upon the Celian hill. Thus another nation 
was incorporated within the limits of the Roman state. Ho&
tilius contributed to the comfort of the citizens, by enclosing 
an open space for the meetings of the COJRitia, or assembly 
of the people, and the building of a senate-boule. Towards 
the close of his reign, his mind was affected with superstitious 
fears, and to avert the anger of the gods, he had recouJ'88 to the 
I8Cred rites formerly practised by Numa. His invocations 
.had, however, a contrary eft"ect. His palace was struck by 
lightning, and himself, ~~th 0.11 his family, perished in the 
times. . 

U. C.U5. B. C.638. An_ Martini • .. 
Mer an interregnum, as in the former case, Ancus Martius, 

grandson of Noma, was elected king. He strove to imitate 
the virtuee of his ~ather, and carry out his maxims of 
government. He Increased the number of his subjects, by 
bringing several thousand Latins to Rome, and settling them 
on Mount Aventine. He constructed the first bridge over the 
Tiber, he extended his dominions on both sides of the rwer to 
the sea coast, and built the harbor of Ostia, thus securing the 
trade of the Tiber and the salt-pits adjacent. He encouraged 
strangers to settle in the city; and one of these, an opulent 
Greek, having gained his peculiar favor, was appointed guar
dian of his children. 

U. c. 138. B. C. 81~. IAaoiQl TarquiniQl PriIcuI. 

A merchant of Corinth, having amassed considerable wealth 
in trade, emigrated to Tarquinia, a city of Italy. Dying, he 
left all his wealth to his only son, Lucius. This Lucius mar
ried Tanaquil, a lady of high birth in Tarquinia, and was by 
her persuaded to remove to Rome, then the centre of attrac
tion for all adventurers. As they approached the city, an 
eagle stooping from above took oft" hia bat, and dying round 
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his chariot for some time, with much noile put it on again. 
This his wife interpreted 88 a pl'8l!lllge that he should one day 
wear the crol'n, and they both sp'reci no pains to bring about 
the accomPI1Sent of the propbecy. This W88 the Greek 
who 'd hist rt 80 effectually to Ancus os to be appointed 
guar~ of fl children. When the Romans met to elect a 
new king, he made a set speech to.thep1, urged the .friendship 
he felt for th8]Il, and the fortune hr had expended in their ser
vice. The people acknowledged ,.e justice of his claims, and 
he W88 soon invested with the rqyal robes. To reward his 
partisans, who were chiedy pJebelans, he added 100 of them 
to the senate, thus making that body 300. He laid the foun
dations of the great circus, or amphitheatre, where gladiato
rial shows were afterwards exhibit~. The Latin states hav
ing made incursions upon his te1ritories, he engaged in a 
war with them, during which he took and plundered nine towns. 

Tarquin al80 overcame the Etruscans in several -e~e
ments, and received from them a golden crown, an IVOq 

throne and sceptre, a purple tunic, and a robe embroidered witii' • 
gold. Such were the military exploits ascribed to Tarquin ; 
but his lasting fame W88 inlaid wiOt the very foundations of 
the city. The forum with its rows of shops and ornamental 
porticos, W88 marked out by his order, and a wall around the 
city, of massy stones, commenced. He built the cloaca nuu:
ima,or great sewers, to drain off the water from between the 
Palatine and Capitoline hills. "This vast drain was con
structed of huge blocks of hewn stone, triply arched, and of 
such dimensions that a barge could doat along in it ben~th 
the very streets of the city. Earthquakes have shaken the 
city and the adjacent hills, but the cloaca mtU:ima remains 
to this day unimpaired, an enduring monument of the power 
and skill of the people and the king, by whom it was con
structed. " 

The augurs, under the patronage of Tanaqilil, came into 
great reputation; and such W88 the .ascendency which they 
finally gained over the mind of Tarquin, that no battle W88 

fought, no army levied, no assembly dismissed, nor peace pro
claimed, without due reference to the chirping and dying of 
birds. 

CHAPTER III. 600. JOSEPH. 

ServillL Tarquin II. Consuls. 

Tarquin, in the Sabine war, had vowed to build a temple to 
the three great deities, Jupiter, J uno, and Minerva, and pre_ 

2S-
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~DI were 80mg forward for this ma8Difieent work, when 
the baud of the ueaain diBmialed him from all public employ
ments. The 80DII of ADCU8 Martius, impatient to enjoy a 
tbJ'Qne which TarquiD had made eo desirable, hired two coun
trymen to munIer the king. The ruffians entered the palace 
as if to bring a cause before Tarquin, and struck him dead 
with an ax. Tbe lictors immediately seized them, and put 
them to death; but the eons of Ancus made tbeir eacape. The 
rumor of the death of Tarquin filled the city with confusion. 
The citizens ran in crowds to tbe place to learn the truth of 
the report. Tanaquil, who had her own purpose to serve, as
sured tbem, that her husband was only stunned by the blow, 
and that be had deputed the goverement to his eon-in-Iaw, Ser
vius Tullius, till -his recovery. 

B. C. 577. Serviua TulliuL 

Semus comes before us arrayed in the 8'"'b of fable, like 
jia predeceaaora. He was said to have been the eon of a bond-

. woman. While an infant in tbe cradle, a lambent flame play
ed around biB head, which, as an omen of his future greatness, 
l&Cured for him the patronage of Tanaquil. Receiving him 
into her family, she gave him an education Buited to the high 
station he was destined to fill, and married him to her daugh
ter. Upon the death of Tarquin, he issued from the palace, 
clothed with the ensigns of power, and proceeded to adminis
ter the government, as be said, by directions of his father-in
law. When he had thus made good his party, the body of the 
murdered ~narc:h was bro!!8ht out and buried, and Servius 
was proclauned king. -. '. - "" . ~ 

The govemmeDt of Servius Tullius paved the way for the 
republic. He divided the lands among the citizens, and built 
dwellin~ for the poor; he was the friend of the people, and 
chose hIS habitation in the plebeian quarter of the city. He 
ordained that once in five years every man should resort to 
the Campus Martius,· clad in complete armor, and there 
make oath to an exact account of his family and fortune. 
This census was closed by a feast, called a lUBlrum. Servius 
steadily carried forward the buildin~ of the capitol begun by 
his predeceaaor; and enclosed the Vlminal and Esquiline hilla 
also within the walls of the city. This king is said to have 
engaged in war with three of the neighboring states, which 

• A larsre plain without the walla oC the city, where the Roman youth per
fbrmed diell IJ1IID8I1tic exercilea. It is the principal situation oC modem 
Rom&.. 
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continued twenty yean, and I'8IUlted in an acknowledgment 
of the supremacy of Rome. -

To secure the crown to hla family, Servius, it is related, had 
married his two daughters to the two brothers of hill wife, 
Aruns and Tarquin; and 88 both the women aDd men differed 
greatly in disposition, he sought to correct their tempers, by 
marrying the imperious Tullia to the gentle Arons, aDd the 
ambitious Tarquin to her milder sister. This very measure 
defeated his design. The imperi0K8 aDd, ambiti0U8, broke 
through the feeble bonds which their meek companions impos
ed, and ba ving both murdered their consorts, were soon united 
to each other. The first crime mnde way for the second, and 
the second W88 but,a preparation for the third. Tarquin and 
Tullia eaw a crown before them, and no remorse of patriotian 
or filial affection, could prevent their grasping it. They en· 
couraged every murmur of discontent which reached their ears, 
and made a strong party among the patricians, by spreading 
a rumor that Servius intended to abolish the regal form of 
government, and give to the plebeians equal weight in the 
commonwealth with the more aristocratic part of community. 
Having thus every thing prepared, Tarquin went to the senate 
house, seated himself in the royal chair, and summoned the 
senators to meet king Tarquinius. While he W88 speaking, 
Setvius entered, and accusing Tarquin of treason, offered to 
push him from his seat; but the usurper seized the old man, 
dragged him to the door, and threw him down the steps. A 
body of assassins followed the wounded king, 88 he W88 feebly 
making his way to the palace, and having put an end to his 
life, left his body bleeding nnd mangled in the street. Tullia, 
meanw hile, mounted her chariot, ana drove to the senate house. 
After saluting her guilty husband as king, she set out on her 
return, and the charioteer, by her direction, drove over the 
body of the murdered Servius. The blood of her father stain. 
ed her chariot wheels, and sprinkled the robe in which she 
had arrayed herself to be hailed a queen. 

B. C. 533. Lucius Tarquiniua Superbu8. 

Tarquin the Proud, having thus seized upon the throne as a 
right, refused to submit to a vote of the people, and every othe!' 
act of his administration showed the same disposition to make 
himself absolute, in defiance of all law or religion. He sur· 
rounded himself with a body.guard, and either banished or put 
to death all whom attachment to the late king, or love of jus
tice, inclined to criticise hilt measures. The Latins and the 



Vol8cii felt the power of Rome, and every fNlh acquisition 
made Tarquin more imperious and tyrannical. The capitol, up
on which hla predeceaaol'S had labored BO diligently, employed 
him four yeal'S'; and an occurrence which he reported, c0n
tributed not a little to the zeal with which the people ~ 
in tbe work. One day, a Sibyl- came to the palace of Tar
quiD, with nine books, which she said were of her own c0m
posing, but sbe asked BO high a price for the mysterious vol
IIIDes, that Tarquin refused. to purchase them. She went 
away, burned three of them, and returned, demanding the same 
price for the remaining six. Again the king refused to buy, 
and again she went away and bumed three of her precious 
works; but when sbe came into his presence the third time, 
and insisted upon his taking tbe three books, without any 
abatement of price, his curiosity was so excited, that he sent 
for the augurs. By their advice, the volumes were purchased, 
and depoeited in stene cheats, in the vault of the new capitoL 
Proper persons; called the quindecemviri, were appointed to 
take charge of them; and thus the sibylline leaves became the 
oracles of the nation.· Tarquin also finished the cloaca max
ima, and reduced the city of Gabii by the Btratagemt of his 
son Sextus. The tyrant father and dissolute BOn had filled 
Rome with mourning; and Sextus having crowned his enor
mities, by violating the honor of a noble ROman lady, pree1pi
tated the doom which had BO long been hang!ng over the de
voted house of Tarquinii. This lady was Lucretia, wife of 
Collatinus, a descendant of the first Tarquin. Unable to par
don herself for the crime of another, she sent for her hus
band and father, entreating them to come to ber. immedi. 
ately, as an indelible disgrace had befallen the family. Tbey 
obeyed her summons, bringing with tbem Valerius, a kinsman, 
and J rinius Brutus, whose fatber Tarquin bad put to death. 
In brief terms, she related wbat bad· befallen her, and having 
required a pledge that they would avenge her injuries, she drew 
a knife from under her robe, and stabbed herself to the heart. 
While the rest stood motionless and silent with grief and con
sternation, Brutus, the pretended idiot, drew the bloody poinard 

* The Sibyllm were certain females who Uved in different parte 01 tile 
world, and were thought to poIsen the power of foretelling future event& 

t The stratagem wu this. SeJ.tus counterfeited desertion, and waa kindly 
reoeived at Gabii. Being apparentlyaucceaaful in his engagementa lIrilh 
the RomilDa, the simple Gabian8 made him general of their army. He thea 
Bent to his {ather {or instructions. Tarquin inade Ihe menenger no answer, 
but taking him into the garden, silently cm down the tallest po~:, Sex
tuB too!, ~he ¥nt; and ,Under various preteJ.te, put to death or . eel Ihe 
!'l"~ distingUIshed. GabUllUl, till the P!IOple, finaing them.elves comple",l, 
m his handi, aubmitted to his father WIthOut l&rikiJiI a blow. 
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from the reeking wound, and holding it up to tbe IlSII8mbly, 
exclaimed, "I swear by this blood which was once 80 pure, 
and which nothing but the detestable villany of Tarquin could 
have polluted, that I will pursue Lucius Tarquinius the Proud, 
his wicked wife, and their children, with fire and sword; nor 
will I suft'er any of that family, or any other whatsoever to 
l"eign at Rome. Ye gods! I call ye to witness this my oath." 
Then presenting the dagger to Collatinns, Lucretius, Valerins, 
and the rest of the company, he engaged them to take the 
same oath. That the man who had 80 long been kept as an 
idiot in the king's house to make sport for his children, should 
thus stand forth the friend of justice and the asserter of Ro
man liberty, W:U a miracle that roused the feelings of the peo
ple, no less than the wrongs of the virtuous Lucretia. The 
citizens came together in crowds, the gates of the city were 
shut, and the senate decreed that Tarquin and his family should 
be forever banished from Rome, and. that to plead for, or at· 
tempt his ~turn, should be a capital crime. Tarquin, who was 
absent with the army, hearing of these commotions, hastened 
to Rome without delay. He found the gates barred against 
him, and the walls filled with armed men. Disappointed and 
enraged, he turned again to join his army; but Brutus taking 
anotiier route, had reached the camp before him, acquainted 
the soldiers with what had taken place, and enlisted their feel· 
ings in the cause of justice. Thus this proud monarch, who 
bad reigned 25 years, being expelled from his kingdom, was 
forced to take refuge in a little city of Etruria, ana thus en· 
ded with him the regal state of Rome after it had continued 
245 years. 

Consula. 

The regal power being thus overthrown, Rome became a 
republic, and two magistrates called CONSULS, were annually 
chosen to administer tile aft'airs of government. No one could 
be consul who had not before been qurestor, retiile, and prretor. 
The consuls had all the badges of kings. except the crown; 
every one went out of tbe way, uncovered his bead, dismount· 
ed from- his horse, or rose up when these officers passed. 
Brutus and Collatinus were chosen first consuls of Rome. 
Hardly was this new order of things established, when ambas· 
sadors came from Tarquin to say that he would peaceably 
relinquish tbe kingdom, if tbe Romans would send him his 
treasures and eft'ects. These ambassadors had another object 
in view, which they proceeded to unfold while the senate 
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debated upon Tarquin's proposition. They took up their __ 
dence in the bouse of the Aquilii, nephews of CollatinUll, aDd 
by their aid collecting such young men as had been brought 
up in idle attendance upon the king, formed a conspiracy to 
restore monarchy. Even the sons of Brutus, displeaaed with 
the stem frugality of their father, entered into the scheme, 
and all together bound themselves not to betray the plot, by 
the horrid ceremony of drinking the blood of a man sacrificed 
for the purpose. A slave, however, discovered the whole 
affair, and hastened to the upright Valerius with the startling 
intelligence. Valerius, with a sufficient force, proceeded 
immediately to the place, found the papers, and seizing the 
conspirators, twisted their ,gowns about their necks, and drag. 
ged them into the forum. The consuls, hearing the tumult, 
repaired to the spot, and silence being gained, the accusation 
was entered and proved. The young men pleaded nothing 
for themselves, but with.conscious guilt awaited their sentence 
in silent agony. A melancholy stillness reigned, the tears of 
Collations and the irrepressible emotions of V alerius, stimulated 
some of the most compassionate to speak of banishment; but 
Brutus alone, seeming to have lost all the softness of humanity, 
called upon each of his SODs, "you, Titus, and you, Tiberius, 
why do you not make your defence against this charge'" 
This question he repeated three times, in a stem voice, but 
receiving no answer, he turned to the lictors, and saying, "yours 
is the part that remains," resumed his seat, and with an air of 
determined majesty, beheld his 80ns stripped, scourged, and 
beheaded. Collatinus, not equally firm, was just going to 
grant his nephews a reprieve, when Valerius interposed, and 
the people voted that they should receive the punishment they 
80 well merited. This conduct of Collatinns rendered him 
suspected by the citizens; he was deposed from the consul. 
ship and banished, and Valerius, surnamed Publicola, "the 
l)oople's most respectful friend," was elected in his room. 

Tarquin now enlisted the Veians, and advanced with a 
considerable army towards Rome. Valerius Publicola and 
Brutus, having made suitable prepartions, went out to meet 
him on the Roman borders. Aruns, son of Tarquin, seeing 
his despised play-fellow at the head of the Roman armies, spur
red on to meet him; and Brutus, equally enraged, rode out of 
the ranks, and engaged with him in single comlial. Nerved 
by the deadliest hate, neither thought of defending himself, 
and both fell dead upon the field. The battle, whose onset 
was 80 dreadful, had not a milder conclusion. The carnage 
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was terrible, and continued till the armies were aeparated by 
a stolID. On numbering the dead, it was found the Veians 
had lost one man more than the Romans, and they according
ly confessed defeat. Tarquin lIed to Clusium, and engaged 
POJ'llenna, one of'the moat powerful princes of Italy, to under
take his ca.QSe. By his army, the Roman commonwealth was 
reduced to the very brink of destruction. The consuls were 
wounded in the field, and forced to retire. Rome was besie~, 
and the inhabitants ~ere wasting under the inlluence of fam
ine, when the city was saved by an act of heroism superior to 
any bef'ore related. A young man named Mutius, disguised 
like an Etrurian peasant, entered the camp of Ponenna, and 
slew the king's secretary, mistaking him for the king himself. 
Upon his arrest, he declared unreservedly who he was, in
formed the king of' his country and design, and added, that 
three hundred Roman youth were equally resolved to destroy 
tbeir enemy, or perish in the attempt; then, thrusting his 
band into a fire burning upon an altar, he held it there with 
tbe utmost composure, until it dropped off, saying, " You see 
tbe Romans know how to suffer, as well as how to act." 
Porsenna, . charmed with his noble spirit, ordered him to be 
safely conducted back to Rome, and offered the besieged hon
orable conditions of peace. -

CHAPTER IV. 500. ANN. 

1)ictaton. 'l'ribunea. Dacemvila. 

Tarquin, though often disappointed, was still unsubdued. 
He stirred up the Latins to hostilities, united twenty-four 
towns in a confederacy, and secretly worked by his agents 
within the very walls of Rome. The Romans under their 
kings had only two ways of subsisting, by agriculture and by 
plunder. After the extinction of royalty, the senators "P
propriated the conquered lands to themselves, and thus the 
soldier who left his family to enlarge the dominions of Rome, 
had neither farm nor money for reward; besides, if the poor 
man fell in debt, the rich creditor might sell him for a slave 
until the sum was paid. This complication of evils filled the 
city with discontent and murmuring; and when the consuls 
came to levy men in order to oppose Tarquin, all the poor re
fused to enlist, declaring they would not go to war till their 

·It iB aaid that the Romans actually IIIlbmitted, and only recovered their 
city and territory, on condition of giVIDg up the use of iron, ueept tOr imple
menta for 1luab8ndry. 
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debts were canceled by a decree of the 8eI1&te. The number 
of the malcontents inCreased every hour, and the senat~ who 
saw the commonwealth upon the brink of ruiD, had recourae 
to an expedint, which in the lap18 of ages, proved fatal to the 
republic. 

Dielatoll. 

Unable to raise an anny to meet the threatened invasion, 
they proposed to the people to elect a temporary magistrate, 
who should have absolute power, not only over patricians, ple
beians and magistrates, but over the laws themselves. The 
people complied, and Lanius was created the first DICTA. TOR. 

of Rome. He entered upon his otliee, surrounded with all the 
ensigns of royalty; and the people, awed by his display of 
power, obeyed implicitly all his directions. Before his six 
months were expired, the Latins were conquered, the mur
murs appeased, and at the end of his time, he laid down his 
authority with the reputation of having exercised it with 
blamelees lenity. 

Tribunel. 

When the term of his office expired, matters were in no 
better state than before, and at last the great body of the ple
beians resolved to quit the city which gave them no shelter 
from oppression. They therefore formed themselves under 
their respective ensigns, chose new commanders, and retired to 
Mons Sacer, a mountain about three miles from Rome,saying 
as they went along, that" Italy would any where supply them 
with air and water, Rnd a place of burial; and that Rome, if 
they staid in it, would do no more." Message after message 
was sent to them in vain; the discontented in the city sealed 
the walls to join them, and the senate was divided in opinion 
as to the course to be taken. Finally, a deputation of the 
most respectable persons in the city went to them, and one, by 
birth 0. plebeian, related to them the celebrated fable of "the 
Body and the Members." 

This fable had an instantaneous effect upon the people ; 
they began to talk of an accommodation, and at length con
cluded to go back, upon condition that five new officers should 
be created from their own body, called TRIBUNES of t.he Peo
ple, who should have the power of annulling such decrees 
as bore hard on the plebeians. The senate also agreed to 
abolish all debts, and things being thus adjusted, the multitude 
retumed in triumph to Rome. The new officers were then 
appointed. They had their seats placed before the doom of 
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the senate-house, and examining every statute, annulled it by 
the .word Veto, "I forbid it," or, signed it with T., which gave 
it validity. Seed-time passed while the people were on the 
mountain; the fields produced no harvest the ensuing year, 
and famine began again to excite those murmurs which the 
concessions of the senate had appeased. A deet came laden 
with corn from Sicily, and the starving multitude waited imJ& 
tiently while the senate were deliberating upon its distribution. 
Coriolanus, a general, distinguished in the V olscian wars, in
silted that the senate should take this opportunity to secure 
their former power. He had been seventeen years a..warrior, 
and was greatly beloved by the people till he began to oppose 
their aggressions. Now, when he took so decided a stand 
against the distribution act, they accused him of converting 
the. spoils of the enemy to his own use. He was consequently 
sentenced to banishment. He returned to his house, embraced 
his mother, wife, and children, passed out of the city gates, and 
took his solitary way, no one knew whither. Having after 
some time, matured a plan tor humbling his enemies, he pr0-
ceeded to the country of the V olscians, over whom he had 
gained so many victories. Finding out the house of TulIus, 
his most implacable enemy, he entered, walked directly up to 
the fire-place, and seated himself among the household gods, 
without saying a word. 'rullus rose from supper, and demand
ed, in astonishment, who he was, and upon what business he 
bad come. Coriolanus, still retaining his seat in the sacred 
place, related the particulars of his exile, and laid before 
him his desires of venpnee. The noble Voiscian instantly 
gave him the hand of friendship, and espoused his quarreL 
It was not difficult to find a pretext for war, and the Volseians, 
headed by Tullus and Coriolanus, invaded the Roman tenitories, 
ravaging all the lands belonging to the piebeians, but leaving 
those of the patricians untouebed. The levies in Rome went on 
but slowly; and the consuls feared with a reluctant army, to 
meet the renowned Coriolanus in the field. One town after an
other submitted to the Vo1seians, and the injured eJ:ile finally 
pitched his eamp within five miles of Rome. The city, 80 
lately the scene of turbulence and animosity, was now filled 
with timidity and despair. The people who had clamored 
for the banishment of Coriolanus, begged the senate to recall 
the edict. The senate obstinately refused. However, when 
the V olscians came up to the very walls and demanded the 
freedom of Roman citizens, both senate and people unanim
,gusly agreed to send deputies to Coriolanus, with proposaJa oC 
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ftIIIIDraIion, if he would draw off biB army. The indipam 
~eral received the amballaadors at the bead of his ofticen, 
iDCormed them that, .. commander of the VoJaciana, he bad 
oolytheir interest to conaider, and that if the Romans wished 
for peace, they must conclude within thirty da,. to restore all 
the toWDB o~ally belonging to Volai. This deputation 
returned to Rome, and another was immediately sent to en
treat Coriolanus not to exact of hia country any thing im
proper tor Romans to grant. He treated these envoys with 
peat l18Verity, and only allowed the senate tllree days for 
aeliberation. A more dignified embuay was tben prepared, 
to move tbe heart of the stern general. Tbe pontiBB, priests, 
IUld augurs, clothed in sacred vestments, issued from tbe city, 
and entering the camp of the conqueror with imposing solem
nity, conjured him by the fear of the gods, to give peace to 
his country. He treated them with respect, but dismilsed 
them without leaaening bis demands. When the people saw 
the ministers of J'eligion repulsed, they gave up t~e common· 
wealth for lost. While all ranks were filling the temples with 
de&pairing criee, the aged sister of Publicola suddenly rose 
from before the altar, and calling upon the matrons of Rome 
to attend her, proceeded to the house of Veturia, mother of 
Coriolanua. Actuated, as she said, by a di .. ine impulse, she 
had come to beseech her to go with them, and make one more 
effort to IIILve Rome. Veturia obeyed the heavenly call, and 
accompanied by Volumnia, wife of Coriolanus, his two chilo 
dren, and the priDeipal ladies of Rome, took ber way to the 
camp of her son. Coriolanus IIILW the mournful train from a 
diatance, ud determining to deny their request, sent for the 
Volacian officers to witnl!88 his resolution; but when bis little 
00. clasped bis knees, and biB wife hung upon his neck in 
leader entreaty; when his aged motber fen at his feet, and 
mingled \he tears of an affiicted parent with the lofty remon· 
IItrances of a Roman matron, his inftexible spirit gave way. 
H. raised ber in his arms, and gazing upon her venerable 
COUDt8ll&llC8 witb melancholy forebodings, exclaimed, "Ah, 
my mother, tbou bast IIILved Rome, but thou hast lost thy 100." 

The Tictorioue .deputation retumed with a truce to the city; 
and Coriolanus, pretending that Rome was too strong to be 
taken, drew oft" his army. Tullus, who had long envied the 
great popularity of Coriolanus, represented this as an act of 
tJ:eaQhery to the Volscians, and the noble Roman was SOOD 

after slain. 
~aD The people thus delivered from threatened desb'tlc-

w. tion, and encouraged by the concessiORa already made, 
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elalrsrl'ed for ~he rsril!lab"s of the ltIW ;. hut tl&u~ 
&tons steadily resisted the demand. Thus matten grew WOI'Be 

and wore~~ The E{7Uii sLId Volsaii maho incursiooo 
UPOki the Romzm territories without, and the plebeians as oon
stantly made encl'Q6chments upon the Itivilnres.. the patei~ 
ciane within, OUt) co~l kmed in battle; the other, in
timidated by the aspect of affairs, said he could do nothinh z,lonoI 
and mu:&1i haue a ,znHeague. Thn fiereh upun Quinti71E$ 
Cincinnatus, for this office. He was a man of unblemished 
intnhrity, who thoLlhh hatri,zian fmd soldior, glLlnn Ifd 
all ambitious thoughts, and retired to a small farm beyond the 

~~n~~e,;t~:. he~~f~;~:~ h:i~le .. :f~e~i;~I~~~u2;j:~~f 
pOe/nr tOt,y btougm hlDIo ur ttt pOmpOU'1 oeremonh with whICh 
they addr~ed hi.~, but instantly: res~onded ~o the call of the 
sanule, LlI,Ylnh WH;;, rehl'et hi" wlf££ as ne 
homely garb of a husbanfmlW for the purple robe of a COIlBUI, 

"I fear, Atilh, thnt for this hnar our hnfds must rzzman.ki 
U~Jwn. H shiH, m,ole£t/tion, and humanity, reconciled 
the oontending factions; the tribunes ceased to urge tho P&!!~ 
sakin of the ohnoxlz,us and thn £enntors odopk',j mOLl," COff~ 
ciITatory~ manners. S.~rcelrhadCincinnatuB :etired from his 
ofiieo, wren the Ehi.Ull ond 0 nlSCff maho new InrtwiCIs mto 
territories of Rome. The general sent to repel them, through 
Wnl;t 01 skin or ft'ant of OIZULlntte, n,dfernh hit :&1i 
be driven into a defile between two mountains, where the 
enImy hfockInhed them, hresontinr the thre.t terrible nltemr, 
lives, submission, famine; or dea& A few knights escaped, 
and narded thn newl to nome, COlwternnxionmized Z/ll r£mks nd 
pevple, and again Cincinnatus was summoned from his cheerful 
labors tn assn me thr uuHmitrf pownr difIIfItor, C, 458, 

On erAbering the city, he gave onders that every penson capa
ble of bearinh 8.I'J!I..8, should repair before sunmt to the Cnmp',!!!_ 
M,diur, witli nWSess8./y eqtlhpmrrtts '/nd pmvishI'ns fiin 
days. At the head of this force, he commenced his mareh that 
nihbt, I,ud bE,hore nrrinnd i£± sight of the rmemd~ 
Coming llP in the rear of the Volscian ,annr,hissoldiers .~ 
up Im,;£ shm,t wlliHeh glnhly wthoozr by ikm R/fI.na41" "lLh~ 
in the defile. The V olscii, amazed to find themselves between 
tW(, enrlzAies, commeno.,:>h thl' n,ttaeh, bl~,t weH;::, entirely 
and compelled to beg a cessation of arms. Cincinnatus gave 
tl;wkr tftrir lines, them pn~n4 umlnr th" yohe,t iH 

• A law to divide all the lands equally among the citisell8. 

~:/II >;h~":~ ~~~=~ ty nthng t'/f' 8p/~/Il upilrht, 
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token of servitude. Thul, having rescued a Roman army, de
feated a powerful enemy, and gained an immense amount of 
apoil, he returned to Rome, and resigned his dictatorahip~ after 
enjoying it four days. 

The next year, however. all the tribunes joined together, 
and required that Mount Aventine should be given to the ple
beians; this was ceded. but the people were not satisfied. The 
Agrarian law waa constantly agitated. and disputes upon the 
III1bject often ended in blows. A day was finally fixed for the 
public discussion of this important measure; and to this meet· 
ing came one Siccius Dentatus, a well known patriot. He 
had served his country in wa"" 40 years; had been an oflicelo 
80, first a centurion, then a tribune; he had fought 120 bat· 
d.es; had gained 14 civic,· 3 mural, and 8 golden cro~ be
aides 83 chains, 60 bracelets, 18 gilt speare, and 23 horse 
trappings'; he had received 46 wounds, the sears ofwhieh he 
exhibited; yet he had never obtained possession of aoy of 
th088lands which his courage had won, and his valor defended. 
His had been a life of poverty and contempt, while othen en· 

, 'joyed in indolent aecuritythe fruit of laiB labors. The wrongs 
.of DentatUB created such a clamor as drowned the voices 
.of those senators who wished to speak against the law. Rea
son could no longer be heard; and the young patricians, see
ing the people about to vote, ran in among the throng, broke 
the balloting urns, and dispersed the crowd. This, for the 
time being, put oft' the hated law. 
8oIon'. La_ The commonwealth of Rome had been for 68 
"T"" to years ftuctuatiD~ between the contending orders 

ome. which composed it, and each side be!aD to wish 
for something more settled and definite, than decrees of the 
senate and votes of the people. They therefore a~ to sencI 
ambassadors to Athens to bring home such laws as by experi
ence had been found best adapted to the purposes of a republic. 
Three senators were chosen for this solemn deputation, and 
three galleys were fitted out to convoy them to Greece in a 
manner suitable to the majesty of the Roman people. J. 
aboot a year, they returned, brin~g a digest of Solon's laws, 
and, a collection of the principal civil codes of Greece and 
Italy. The tribunes then required that a body of men sboulcl 
be appointed to put their new laws into proper form, and en. 
force their execution. After long debatea, ten of the prioci-

• A civic croWD made 01 oak leaves, wu liven to him who bad _ved the 
life of a citizen. A niural CroWD wu awanled to him who fint lICBIed the 
~la of a city, and a solden ('rown Willi the tribute to the brave IIOldier who 
...... moUDtecf &be rampart, ia the filce oCthe enemr. 



pal !MID~l'II '!!feri±? eleeted, '0:thOll6 §:4)Wif?:t co.B'±tfi±?uii±?g Orni±? yer'0:tg 
shi±?i±?ld eqi±?al that of rings and ooillOlr, wilbOut u1 ap-
peal. Thus the whole constitution took at once De'0:t forrrng 
nnl all resigned their nuthn:nrity. " 

Dnnn:em>niri. 

These officers agreed among themselves to reign in succes
siong oni±? dal zd a timeg the ruler the: day only, leating thrg 
ensigns of power. By the help of an interpreter, they formed 
a hGdy li±?wS fnzm those frzzm GreGoG, suizmitzz:zR 
them to the approbation of the people, and then causing them 
to be eGgraGGful on platzlzz of hrast3g hung them up in m(i±?t 
conepicunus pZ:lrt the forum. 'I'he people supposed that they 
would lay down their power at thn end of the ynar, p3n~ 
tending that lznmething tHll.wnmainGil to the Gn)mpletion their 
purpose, they retained their office another term; and the third 
Y"G't, thzzy sz:ieed upon the Oglmzmz:trz:Hon gOZ::l,rnmHnt, 
defiance of senate and people, and ruled without control. 
Th", ty"nnng of deeemvid: hzzwev"n-, like that "f 
was overthrow~ by t~~ virtue of a Roman femal.e. 
IIZng. ot AD plUS_ slttmg O,;Zn dzn,; upon hZD trlhDnalz saw 
~irgfnia.~aiden of_exquisite beaui:y, passing to o~e of tho pub
lisn z:choots, ngttenho,j bn mozron. ner norse_ Tt:n nnnt dKm. 
she passed again h~r lovelin~ attracted his attention, aild 
aznnnkened hiz: """ Ho mndo """ conl:;erning 
nli.ine and parenmge, and finding that father was a centu-

rion tz!?se ha;~;'d ~:::ve ~d~~:r;~r~~::~~f:r~ thn 
intermarriage of patricians with plebeians. Aft~r vainly en· 
dn~ovoring bA' eorz-eht tho tidolity nk" her nunH, he had rnCOUl-£343 
to an expedient sim more criminal." One Claudius was in· 
Sin.,ctw] to daim her a slnee, end ret;nr th'n canno to the 
bunal of the decemvir. Claudius accordingly entered the 

whoz-z- Vix-dinirg was plaing z-lg-lonh her eompenionrg 
and seizing upon her as his property, was about to drag her 
an1ay bv for<:e, when WZln stopped hI' thAn crowd dnz-_wn 
gether by her cries. At length -he prevailed so far as to be 
permitted to lead the weeping gid to the ieibunal of AppiuZ:g 
whnre he z-tpted that z-he was the daughter of his female 
slave who, havinh beeh soldg and adopted in infancg by the 
Wife of Virdlniuf; had heen eduez:.ted the ehild of thz- centw 
rion.. He begged t~~e to collect his w!tn~ of th~e facts, 

lD131:ntad em r:2:ltilml1g pC~:2:'§essieti of ztle nmnlden: as opr law~ 
Iul master. Appius, with the air of an impartial judge, deci4-

2ge 
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ed this to be a jqat demand; and :OIaudius was taking her 
away, wheil ICiRRus,. her 10~fir, e-~rr:led ~be illuhituc"'fij' 
raised ~uch commotioD that Appillll, fearing an insurrection, 
thought proper to _pen:l his judgn,aDt till VirSinius.cor:sls:l rill 
turK! :lrtGl the Eimlr~ thfifi rbout EileillsD n:>Jles from Rome~ 

~:n~~~:'O~~;i~:tt:~t::~ £TI~~~fS~~~S t.'a~:~s;~f:~illS, 
his arrival in town might excite sedition. These letters were 
ints:sl'C!spted by t£TIe ",,,,nt::;rions;r f"'iand;rs w£TIG gtt"'e him fun 
relation of the affair. Virginius immediately obtamed per. 
m:l:sion to leavs) thfi camh, fl.nd £TIew the pill±eckAon of hie 
child. At the appointed hour, to the astonishment of Appius, 
he Oppillsl't7J bekore the tt'iooeal, toadieg :lis dar:Sohts:se 
lrf the handS both hah,ited ,in the ~eepest~ mourn!ng. Claudius 
was there aLSO, tutemsed ny fest,,,,Je llFave, Wk,l) Srr,~,re po!l'~ 

thr::ly that ::he hrut enId Virhbia to the wife of her reputed 
father. Virginius then introoucs:,d the 7nost unarw-wnrabkn 
prnfl)fs of his: patr:,mitf, aIAd wr:_s p:rr:~~eeding to m~~ke fin n'dpaal 
to the ~ple,w~enA:ppius. int~rrupte?him,by saying, di~t he 
Wfflf BIlmClefitly mstenctud lD ,Se menrr of t£,e CS:Be. "n es," 
laid he, ~ " my conscience compels me t~ declare, th~ I myself 
IUn II m,tnErrrll to the tfuth nf tk'" dftAOStttOn ClfUd,rr'l. l\IOlft 
of this assembly know that I was 1eft guardian to this youth, 
atkd I mIlS o",ry earlf addmml 0:1 his fight to ~his hound Wtk~ 
man; but the affairs of the public, and the dissensions of the 

~:;~~~ ~ fa:;;~~t;ih:~::!i~~=:~m~ for th,: pu:lic 
good, adJuoge" lrgIma to Eel th" propenty ok Clr,udmz;z, th~ 
pla!ntiff qo, therufore, lictors, disperse .. the multitude, and 
maKeroom kora master to re·pOii!Se&S himi!elfofhis slave." Tho 
lkturs, obsdir:'fice thill cllfilm,md, ft'oVG erff the cll'wd~ and 
s~izin~.~p~n. Virgini~, were del!verin.g her up to Clau?ius, 
WE,,,n e lrgmlUB, leemmg to a'"IUleliCe m sefilene", mlldlt 

::,:t;: t~tus to be ~~;!~~:~dto tt: :~i~~ rr.W~:~\~i~:: 
decemvir complied, upon condition that their endearments 
shlll1ld pass hi" prr:,'enei'. Virtkiniur, took hif almc(tt efipir~ 
ing dau'ghter in his arms, supported her head upon his breast, 
and wipnd nway the tnarrr khat roll"d derwn her eheet,,; then, 
gently drawing her near the shops that surrounded the forum, 
he llnatehoo "P lmife thet lay UpOtk thi' anrl crrpinp 
out "My d,,~orest, lost child, this alone can oreserve tkour hon: 
or ii.lld your freedom," hurind the weapon hei breast 
Thnn htlldilAy it "p, rreekL-lg rrith her blood, "APdius," he 
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exclaimed, "by thia blood m bmoceooe, I denote thy head to 
the infe~gods." Appius oJ'dered him to be 118ized, but in 
vain. As if DU¥IdeDed by the dreadful deed, V irpiWl, with the 
bloody knife still in his hand, ran through the streets of the 
city, calling upon the peopletc1'strike for freedom; nor did he 
&top till he had reached the camp, and displayed before the sol· 
diers the terrible instrument which had taken away the sweet 
Virginia's life. He asked their pardon, and the pardon of the 
gods, for the rash act he had committed, but iascribed it to the 
areadful necessity of the times, and conjured them by that 
blood which he held dearer than his own,- to redeem their sink
ing country from the hands of its tyrants. One thrilling sen
timent of sympathizing indignation filled every bosom; the 
soldiers called to arms, plucked up their standards, and march
ing to Rome, seized upon Mount Aventine. The feelings of 
the senate corresponded to those of the army. The former 
government was restored; Appius and Oppius died by their 
own hands in prison; the other eight decemvirs went into 
voluntary banishment; and Claudius was driven out after them. 

Military Quiet was scarcely restored, when the tribunee 
TribllneB. proposed two laws: one to sanction the intermarriage 
of plebeians with patricians, and the other to admit the plebe
ians aIiIO to the consulship. The senate, with great reluctance, 
granted the first, with the limitation, that a woman marrying 
a plebeian should lose all her patrician rights; and evaded the 
second, by proposing that six governors should be elected, 
called MILlTA.RY TRIBUNES, with cOfIBUlar autlwrity divided 
tu7&01Ig them all; and at the end of a year, it could be deter
mined whether these tribunes, or consuls, should administer 
the government. The people eagerly embraced the propo
sals. Both patricians and plebeians put on the white robee of 
candidates, and beg~ the votes of the comitia, but so fickle 
were the multitude that all the new officers were chosen from 
among the _patricians. Their power was, however, of short 
duration. The augurs found something amiss in the ceremo
nies of the election, and in about three months they were 
compelled to resign to the consuls. 

437. To lighten the weight of the consular duties, 
Cenaon. two new officers, called CENSORS, were chosen to take 
an account of the citizens. Seated in their curule chairs, the 
censors reviewed the senate, deposed those proven unworthy 
of their high office, dismounted such knights as did not merit 
their spurs, and required of every citizen an exact account of 
his family and fortune. This calm was broken by a famine. 

• 
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At the nut election the tribuDee iIIIiI&ed apon hanns IBWIarJ 
tribua8a instead of coDflllla, and during the succewJing twenty 
years the government chansed from tri~ to COIl8UJs, 8IIIl 
from CODlRlla to tribune-, four times; besides which, dictatan 
were chosen upon several occuioD& 

Things continued in this state .of commotion for a long 
period, factions becoming every day stronger, and government 
weaker. The barbarous neighbors of the Romans seized 
every opportunity to encroach upon their territories, aDd 
whenever levies were to be raised, the tribunes of the people 
vetoed the decree, until some conceseion was made increasing 
the authority of the lower orders. The citizens were at the 
same time husbandmen and soldiers; the hands that drew the 
aword in one season, held the plough in another, and every 
man was obliged to furnish his own arms and provisions during 
a campaign. The hopes of plunder, and the honors of return
ing in triumph, were the chief incentives to enlist. But it often 
happened that the campaigns lasted through seed time aDd 
harvest, and then debts were contracted which led ·to a train 
of extortions, and exactions which kept the plebeians con· 
stantly irritated against the patricians, and covetous of power 
for themselves. To remove these constant sources of disquiet 
the senate laid a tax upon every citizen, and from this fund 
paid a regular sum of money to every soldier. Thus the 
whole method of warfare was changed, and regular length
ened campaigns took the place of mere predatory excursioDtL 

CHAPTER V. 400. HELEN. 

Veii laken. Rome bumed by the Gaul.. Saumite War. 

The city of Vell had maintained with Rome many gallant 
disputes for glory and power. The senate, now reconciled to 
the people, and masters of an army that they could keep in 
the field as long as they thought proper, determined that, coat 
what it might, Veii should fnll; and the Romans in conse
quence encamped before the place, prepared for a long and 
obstinate resistance. The soldiers had been accustomed to 
make II. summer campaign, and return home to winter, but 
110W they were obliged to stay year after year in the enemy's 
country, living in tents· made of the. skins of beasts, and 
suffering, as .might be supposed, every hardship from the 
sallies pf the besieged and the inclemencies of the weather. 
The length and expense of the war, excited murmurs and 
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discontent, both in the camp and at home; and in the tenth 
year, tri1nt.nea and COMVU having been alike unsuccessful, 
the senate appointed Fabius CamilluB dictator. This ofticer 
BOOn c~anged the aspect of affairs. . Keeping up the regular 
attacks to amuse the enemy, he employed a great part of his 
soldiers in digging a mine beneath the walls. The work was 
pursued wi~h vigor, and th~ subterranean pllBB8.ge was finally 
terminated directly beneath the temple of Juno in the citadel. 
An assault was then made without, to call the Veians to the 
walls, while II. select band marching under ground to the 
temple, removed the pavement over their heads, and suddenly 
appeared to priests before the altar .. They fled in dismay. 
Fresh bodies of Romans poured in, and the city was taken 
after a short but ineffectual resistance. Thus, like a second 
Troy, Veii fell, after a ten year's siege. The army returned 
bome greatly enriched by the spoils, and Camillus triumphed 
with excessive pomp, painting his face with vermilion, and 
riding throulSh the city in a chariot drawn by four milk-white 
horses,. a dIStinction which displeased most of the spectators, 
and excited that envy which afterwards wrought his ruin. 
Eli1e of Not long after, the tribunes proposed that the sen
Camillus. ate and the people should be divided into two equal 
parts, and that one part should remain in Rome while the oth
er settled in Veii. Camillus opposed this measure, and invent. 
ed delays of various kinds, to, keep it from being brought 
before the comitia. The tribunes, in revenge, accused him of 
converting two brazen gates, taken from 'Veii, to his own use. 
He was cited to appear before the people. The proud spirit 
of Camillus could not brook the ~tainy of a public trial. 
After embracing his wife and chHdren, he departed from Rome. 
As he pass.ed the gates, he turned his face to the capitol, and 
lining his hands to heaven, entreated the gods, that "if he 
were driven out without any fault of his own, the Romans 
might quickly repent weir envy and injustice, and express to 
the world their want of Camillus." . 

About two centuries befo~e this time, the Gauls had sent out 
vast numbers of emigrants in search of more fruitful lands· 
than the frozen shores of the Baltic. A band of them settled 
in the northern part of Italy, took eighteen cities from the 
Tuscans, and invited by the softness of the climate, but more 
especially by the softness of the wines, spread themselves still 
farther to the south. Hordes of these barbarians, wild from 

• Th_ thinp were done in imitation of the gods. 
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their ori~ detl8rts, were now bellieging Clulium UDder the 
commaocI of Brennua, their kiBg. 

Trace dle Gant. f'Iom &he 8el1ic to Cbwium, on Map No. 1. 

The inhabitants of Cliisium entreated the assistance of the 
Romans. The senate, who had long made it a maxim never 
to refuse succor to the distressed, sent ambassadors to the 
Gauls to inquire what offence the citizens of Clusium had 
given them. Brennus received the deputies with great c0m

plaisance, listened to what they had to say with due respect, 
and replied with becoming gravity, "The injury tbe CJu
sians do us, is their keeping to themselves a large tract of 
ground while they can only cultivate a small one, and refu
sing to give a part to us who are numerous and poor. ,\-Ve 
follow, like the Romans, the most ancient law, which directs 
the weak to obey the strong; cease then to commiserate the 
Clusiana, lest you teach the Gauls to pity those who have been 
oppressed by your own people." The Roman ambassadors 
instead of returning home with this cutting answer, entered 
the city, and forgetful of their sacred characters, headed a 
sally of the besieged, and one of them was surprised in an 
attempt to strip a Gaul whom he had just slain. Brennus, 
calling the gods to witness that against all the sacred laws of 
nations an ambassador had acted as an enemy, immediately 
led off his army towards Rome. 

Rome bul'Mll by the Gaul •• 

The prodigious numbers of the paula, their glittering arms, 
their fury and impetuosity struck t~r wherever they came ; 
Brennus, however, neither pillaged t~ fields nor insulted. the 
cities, but pl1Sl:l8d on as rapidly as possible, crying out that he 
was at war with the Romans only, and considered all others 
as his friends. Six military tribunes at that time commanded 
the Roman army. They met the Gauls on the banks of the 
river Allin, about eleven milelt from the city. The Romans 
engaged in a disorderly maniler, were shamefully beaten, and 
put to flight. Some escaped to Rome, and some to V ~ii. The 
account of the fugitives filled all ranks of p~ple with terror. 
The Gauls, however, not knowing the extent of their victory, 
continued two days feasting upon the field of battle. In this 
time all the Romans capable of bearing arms retired to the 
capitol, which they fortified with stron~ ramparts and provi
ded well with arms. Tne Vestal Virgins took up the Sacred 
Fire and holy relics, and tied away with them to the little 
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city of Cere. The priesta and most ancient of lIle senatore 
could not think of leaving the city. Therefore, clothing 
themselves in their holy ves~ntB and robes of state in a form 
dictated by the pontifex maximus, they devoted themselves for 
their country, and seating themselves in their ivory chairs 
in the ID08l conspicuous part of the forum, calmy awaited their 
fate. The rest of the people, a poor, helpless multitude of 
old men, women, and children, sought shelter in the neigh. 
boring towns, or shut themselves up in their houses, to end 
their lives with the ruin of Rome. On the third day, Brennus 
appeared with,all his forces before the city. None dillputed 
his approach; the walls were undefended; the gates stood 
wide open to receive him, so that at first he suspected some 
stratagem; but finding that the people had really given up 1.0 
despair, ~e entered by the Colline gate, set a strong guard 
before the capitol, and went on to the forum. There he 
beheld the undaunted senators sitting in theiJ" order, leaning 
spon their staves, in the most profound silence. The splen. 
did- habits, the majastic gravity, and the venerable looks of 
these old men, awed the barbarians into reverenoo; they took 
them for the tutelar deities of the place, and commenced a spe
ciel! of adoration, till one, more forwal'li than the rest, stretch
ed out his hand, and stroked the long white beard of Papyrius, 
the former dictator. The indignaJ!t senator, lifting his ivory 
sceptre, struck the savage to the ground. The Gaul returned 
the blow with his sword; a general slaughter ensued, and 
every one of the devoted band poured oilt his blood upon the 
spot where he h.ad dedicated himself to the infernal gods. 
Nor did the carnage stop here. The SavageS continued the 
slaughter three days, sparing neither sex nor nge, and then 
setting fire to the city, burned every house, to the ground. 
The capitol alone,resisted all their efforts. Every thing with. 
out that fortress was an extensive scent' of misery and desolllo 
tion--every thing within showed that resolution which springs 
from despair. Those magnificent buildings which were once 
the pride of Rome were a heap of shapeless ruinJ All the 
neighboring toWns shared a similar fate; for Brennus, taking 
up his qual'ters in Rome, sent out foraging parties-who rav
aged. the country, with fire and sword. It happened that a 
body of the barbarians strayed into the neighborhood o(Ardea, 
where Camillus, since his exile, had lived in nbsolut!' retire
ment. The noble-minded Roman, having engaged the youth 
of Ardea in his service, was waiting an ~rtunity to strike 
a blow for his country. The Gauls, I with plunder, 
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eDC&IDped upon the plaiDs in a diaGrderly manner, and Dish' 
found them intoxicated with wine and overoome with Bleep. 
Camillus attacked them about midnight; the. sounding of the 
trumpets aroused the Gauls in such h8ste and confusion that 
they were incapable of concerted action. A few whom feu 
made lOber, snatched up their arms and fell fighting, but the 
greater part of them, buried in sleep and wine, were BUl'prised, 
and easily despatched. The fame of this action reached the 
neighboring cities, and drew crowds to Camillus. The Romans 
who had fted to Veii ftocked to his standard, and ~ged him to 
take the title of dictator and lead them to the relief of the ' 
city, but he refused to do so till legally appointed by the Ro
mans in the capitol. It seemed impossible for a messenger to 
pass into the citadel, surrounded as it was by enemies. How
ever, a young man named Pontius Cominius, readily undertook 
the fearful task. Having dressed. himsEllf in mean attire, UD

der which he conc~aled large pieces of cork, he traveled all 
day, and reached the Tiber about dusk. There he took offhis 
clothes, wrapped them around his head, laid himll8lf down 
upon his cork buoys, and easily swam across to the city. 

The siege had now lasted more than six months; the pro
visions of the garrisoll were almost exhausted; the soldiers 
dispirited with continual fatigue; and the sentinel, as he walked 
his weary round, Saw nothing within but haggard, despairing 
countenances; and nothing without but th~ ruins of his loved 
city. Suddenly his attention was arrested by: the sight of a 
man climbing up the {steep rock, and making his way directly 
towards him. He hailed the strange intruder, and received a 
reply in the native Latin., Tb~' was Pontius Cominius, 
bringing tidings to the besieged. The old and the young 
gathered around with tearful interest W'i\ile he told them of the 
efforts their brethren were making for their relief, and BI!IIUI'ed 
them that the generous Camillus was levying an anny, aDd 
only waited for the order of the senate to enter the field, aDd 
give the barbarians battle. The small portion of the senate 
that remained, immediately issued a decree by which Camillus 
was made dictator; and the messen~r having received IUISUJ'

ance that they would sustain the'slege to the last extremity, 
returned the way he came, tlJ)d escaping all the dangers of 
his perilous route, arrived at Veti in safety. A few days after, 
Brennus discovered the tracks which Cominius had made in 
climbing to the citadel. In the 'evening, he assembled the 
lightest and most active of his troops, and offered the highest 
rewards to those who would reach the top by the 8IUD8 path. 
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A number ,NUny undertook the.dangerous eatmpriae, aDd be
Core midDight a band of the bravest bad scaled the precipitous 
steep, and stood upon the very wall. The sentinel was fast 
asleep; tbe dogs within, gave no signal, aM the enemy stealthi
ly advanced to the surprise, wbeD. the RolD8l1S were awak
ened by the gabbling of some sacred geese kept in the tempie 
of J WlO. The besieged awoke at once to a sense of their dan
ger, twd each_ snatching the weapon he could most readily 
lind, ran to "po&e the assailants. 'Manlius, a pat,rician, wu 
the first who lDBpired courage by his dauntless bra\'6ry. He 
encountered two Gauls at once, killed one with his sword, and 
dashed the other down the precipice; then, standing upon the 
rampart, he. shouted to his fellows, and soon the summit was 
cleared. of the enemy. Having thus escaped this imminent 
danger, they threw the sleepy sentinel down the rock after the 
vanqllisheci foe, and decreed to Manlius all they had to bestow 
---'the allowance of each man for one day-which was only 
a half a pound of bread, and a small draught of water. From 
this time the Gauls began to lose courage. Provisions were 
8Ca1"Ce; tbey eGuld Dot forage for fear of Camillus; and the 
besieged, though starving, threw over several loaves into their 
camp, to convince them that they hac:l no fear of famine. 
SickDtJ8S too, which took its rise from the unhealthiaess of an 
atmosphere filled with ashes, ,and corrupted by the eflluvia of 
dead bodies, destroyed many of their bravest men, and de
pressed the..,irits of the l'8Il1ainder. The Romans, equally i.D 
want, and unable to hear any thing of Camillus, began to i.D
cline towards a weoty. The advanced guards commenced 
conversation, and proposals of accommodation soon passed be
tween them. It was agreed that the Romans should pay the 
Gauls OM thou ... pounds of gold, (e226,Ooo,) and that the 
Gauls should immediately quit the city Uld na '-territories. 
The conditions having been confirmed by. lID oath on each 
side, the SOld was broll8ht 0IIt, but while they were weighing 
i&, the GUals kicked the beam. The ROIIHI88, expressing their 
resentment, Brennus, in a contemptuous manner, threw hls 
.sword, belt and all, into the seale, aDd wbeD one inquired what 
1bat meaat, '" What should it mean," said be, "but wo to 
the conquered." Some of the Roinans were highly incensed, 
and talked of taking away their gOld; others contended that 
the ind~y Jay Dot in paying more than was due, but in 
paying any thing. The dispute was rapidly progressing to 
blows, when a new speaker suddenly appeared upon the stage. 
'This wee Camillus. At the head of a large army, he had ai-
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Iently entered the ~ and eending the maia IMJdy tIuough 
the principal IJtreetI, ~hed rapidly himeelf, with a select 
band, to the ecene of debate. The Roma.D8 iD8taDtly gave 
way, and received the dictator with respect and .ilence. He 
took the gold out of the scales, and giving it to the licton, with 
an air of authority, ordered the Gauls to be gone, telling them 
"It W8.1 the custom of the RomaDII to ransom their country, 
not with gold, but with iron ;" adding, "It is I, only, that can 
make peace, 81 the dictator of Rome, and my sword alone 
ahall purchaae it."· A skirmish ensued, but the Gauls re
treated to their camp, and in the night, Brennus drew his forces 
out of the city and pitched his tent eight miles' distant, on the 
Gabian road. Here a battle W8.1 fought in which the "Gauls 
were completely routed; and in process of time, the Roman 
territories were entirely cleared of the formidable in~ers 
who had occupied them from the ides of july to the ides of 
February'-' 

Rome The refugees returned with their wives and cbil
rebuilt. dren; the famishing'denizens of the capitol met them 

with tears of joy ; and the priests and vestals brought back the 
holy things into the city. But there were no houses for the 
people to dwell in, no temples to receive the venerated im
ages; the tribunes, who maintained a respectful demeanor while 
the Gauls were in sight, began again to urge tbe removal to 
Veii; and 10 fearful were tbe senate of this event, tbat they 
would not permit Camillus to lay down the office of dictator, 
though no person had ever before held it more than six 
months. Tile people, affected by a heartless despondency, 
urged that they had no materials for building, and no means of 
purchasing any; that their bodia; were weak, and their 
strength insufticieBl to patcb up the ruins of a deserted city, 
while Veii stood entire, and ready to receive them. The sen
ate, on their part, showed them the monuments and tombs of 
their ancestors, and begged them to remember the holy places 
consecrated by Romulus and N Um&. They reminded them of 
the predictions that Rome was to be the head of Italy, and 
they urged the disgrace it would be, to extinguish again the BIl
cred fire which the vestals bad lighted since tlie war. Camillus, 
after exerting all his eloquence in favor of his native country, 
called upon the oldest senator to give his opinion. Just then, 
a centurion passing the house with the day-guard, called out 
to the ensign, "To stop, and set up his standard there, for that 
was the best place to stay in." Tbe senator who h~ opened 

• lIan,. _lend tba& the Gaul. kept their gold, and left Rome YOhm1arilT. 
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IUs mouth to speak, thanked the ~ for t~ seasonable omen; 
and the others, equally affected by superstition, decided that 
Rome should be their future residence. The people acquiesced, 
and all hands were speedily united in the work of re-building 
walls, temples, and dwellings. - • 

B. C. 384. The bravery of Manlius in defending the cap
itol did Dot go unrewarded. The Romans erectod a house for 
him near the place where he so distinguished himself, and ap
pointed him a public fund for his support. But his ambition 
was only increased by an acknowledgment of his merits. He 
labored to ingratiate himself with the populace, paid their 
debts, and railed at the patricians. He 'talked about a di- ~ 
vision of land among the people; insinuated that there 
should be no distinction of rank in the state, and was always 
attended by II. crowd whom he had made his very dear friends, 
by repeated gifts. To counteract the effect of his aedilious 
speeches, the senate proposed Camillus for military tribune; 
and no sooner was he installed in office, than he appointed 
Manlius • day to answer for his crime. Manlius made no de
fence, but pointed silently to the capitol, as if to remind the 
people of his contest with the Gauls. Camillus, perceiving 
the effect of this upon the multitude, had him taken to the 
Peteline grove, and there, being out of sight of the scene of 

'- bis exploits, the peop~e condemned him to be thrown from the 
Tarpeian rock. 
The Llclnlan But this sacrifice did not· give quiet to Rome. 

Law. Many of the plebeians, during the distresses of their 
country, had acquired large fortunes, and were desirous to add 
to them a share of the honors of Rome. Fabius Ambustus 
had married his eldest daughter to Sulpicius, a rich patrician, 
and the youngest to an ambitious plebeian, named Licinius 
Stolo. It happened one day, when the wife of Stolo was 
visiting at the house of her sister, that Sulpicius came home 
{rom the forum, and his lictors with the stav~ of their fasces 
thundered at the door. She was greatly frightened, but her 
sister laughed at her as one lamentably ignorant of high life. 
This ridicule she could not endure, and from mortification and 
envy, fell into a settled melancholy. The father and husband 
baving been made acquainted with the cause of her distress, 
assured her that her state should soon be made equal to her 
sister; and from that time,- Ambustus and StoIa exerted them
selves in putting forward a plebeian for consul. To give popu
larity to the proposal, they coupled with it, the Agrarian law. 
The contests which those hated measures excited were so 
great, that for five years no supreme magistrates were chOlleLt 
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cbe tnDunes and eedil81 admjnistering the government with as 
much moderation 88 the anarchy of the times would permit. 
Then they chose military tribunes two years; then made 
Camillus dictator; but this excellent man, finding the pe0-
ple resolved upon a plebeian consul, soon resigned his office; 
the senate created another, but he did nothing more remaJ'ka. 
ble than making Stolo master of the horse, an office which no 
plebeian had before held. S1O)o also gained another point, 
which, though it did not bring his wife into the higher ranks, 
had a tendency to bring the higher ranks down to her. He 
secured the passage of a law4t forbidding any peJ'8Oll to OWII 

more than 500 acres of IIlDd; but Wlfortunately, having after
wards possESsed himself of 1000, he W88 pwriahed by his 
OWD edict. ]n this JIIIlaDer, the dame of contention continued 
to horn, till it threatened to destroy all the virtue and patri0t
ism of Rome; aDd 80 far W88 the impudence of the people 
carried, that on one occasion, the tribunes sent lictors to taU 
Camillus oft" the public tribonal, where he sat dispensin~ jus
ace, and canoy him to prisOn. The patricians who stood 
around, boldly repulsed the lictors, but the plebeians cried out, 
"Down with him, down with him." Camillus, perceiving that 
the people were determined upon having a consul, called the 
senators into a neighboring temple, and entreated them top 
peace to the city by their compliance; then tW'lling his face 
to the capitol, he vowed to build a temple to CoDCOrd, in case 
he saw tranquillity restored. In consequence of hia advice, a 
law was passed that one of the CODlIDls should he a patrician, 
and onea plebeian; and Licinius Stolo, having been duly elected 
to this office, his wife enjoyed the supreme felicity of hearing 
her husband's Hctors thunder at the door. Thus Camillus, 
having spent a long life in the service ofhlseouDb'y, (being 
now above eighty,) laid down his dictatorship, and COIDIDeDC

ad the more peaceful occupation of superinten6l1lg the erection 
of the temple of Concord, built by a vote of the people, on a 
spot in the forum, fronting the place of assembly. He W88 

five times dictator, five times military tribune, had the honor of 
four triumphs, and was styled <4 The secOlld founder of Rome." 
He died the next year of pestilence, which carried otr a pro
digious number of the inhabitants, t B. C. 361 . 

.. Tbia law W1UI called the Licinian law, from Liciniu Stolo. 
t Aboat &his time, a galf W1UI opened in the fbrum, whicb the npn' .. 

clared would never clole till the moat precioUII thin .. in Rome were duowJl 
into ~t. QuintilU Cnmua, a young Roman of great bravery, declariIJa thal 
~~g W1UI more trnly valllllbll! tban patriotism and military virtue, l_~ 
In!'? .. !!Lbone and all; upon wbleb, .. po the lUetoden, th4! plf clClMll lID
m_l;r, ad Cwliu. was never .een apln. 

1 



THE STEIlK MANLIUS. 

s.mm .. War. 
The Romans having triumphed over the Sabinea, the Etru

rians, the Latins, the Equii, and V olien, began to look for 
greater conquests. About 100 miles east of their city, lived the 
Samnit8l!l, a hardy nation, descended from the Sabinea, who 
possessed a large tract of country, were strong in numben 
and discipline, and linked with confederated states. Some in
cursions upon the Cnmpanians offered a pretext for a war, 
which laSted 71 years, and involved the Romans, finally, with 
the Grecian atntes. The Latina also revolted, and engaged 
with the Samnitea. As the Romans were originally descend
ed from this people, spoke the lHLIIle language, and wore a sim
ilar 'drees, great care was necessary to prevent confusion in 
the battle; and Manlius Torquatos issued orders that no Ro
man should leave the ranks upon any provocation, under peD
alty of certain death. With these injunctions, both armies 
were drawn out in array, and ready to begin, when the gen
eral of the Latin cavalry pushed out from his linea, and chal
lenged any knight in the Roman army to single combat. 
There was a general pause, no IOldier daring to diIObey or
ders, till Titus Manlius, the coDBUl's own son, burnin~ with 
shame to see the whole Roman army standing as if mtimi. 
dated, rode out into the 0een space, encountered the chal
len~r, killed him, stripped him of his armor, and returned 
amid the shouts of his companions. Yet, doubtful of his re
ception from his father, he advanced with a modest air, and 
laid the spoils at his feet. He was made sensible of his error, 
when the stem general turning away, ordered him to be led 
forth in presence of the whole army. Then addressing him 
,with a firm voice, though the tears streamed down his cheeks, 
"Titus Manlius," said the amcted parent, "as thou hast regard
ed neither the dignity of the consulship, nor the command ot 
thy father, as thou hast destroyed military discipline, and set 
a pattern of disobedience by thy example, thou hast reduced 
me to the deplorable extremity of sacrificing my son or my 
country. But let us not hesitate in this dreadful alternative. 
Thou, thyself, wilt not refuse to die, when thy country is to 
reap the reward of thy sufferings. Go, lictor, bind him, and 
let his death be our future example." The whole army re
mained silent with horror, while the inflexible father prO
nounced this sentence; but when they saw the head of their 
young champion rolling in the dust, their execrations and 
groans filled the air. Their indignation found vent' upon tlfe 
enemy; the battle was joined with inconceivable fury, and 

30· 



,ace CO •• ONWBALTS OF 1t01ilE. 

Yictory seemed equally balanced for a long time. The au
Fra had declared that if any part or the Roman army ehould 
'he ditItreaIed, the commander of that portion must devote biJD. 
_If for his country. Maalius commanded the right wins, and 
Deei1J8 the left. The latter, finding his men overborne by 
numbers, clothed hiJmelf in a long robe, covered his head. 
stretched forwanl his arms, and standing upon a juelin, deyoted 
bimself to the celestial and infernal gods for the safety or 
Rome. Then arming himself and mounting on horae-back, be 
drove furiously into the enemy, carrying terror and consterna
tion wherever be went, till-he fell, covered with wounds. The 
Romans considered his death a certain presage of victory ;. 
and the Latins, equally superstitious, Bed in dimnay. This 
was the last battle of consequence that the Latins ever fouPt 
with the Romans. They concluded a peace upon the ha.nf.t 
conditions, and were brought into entire submisaioD. 

The remaindar of this century was spent m tIae ~ 
war. Each party BUffered severe defeats; several tnIceII were 
made and broken, and many brave men were killed in battle. 
At one time, a whole Roman army W8'l'e taken prilO .... at the 
Caudine Forks, and compelled to pass UDder the yob, a m. 
grace which they infticted in return upon the Saomites. 

CHAPTER VI. 300. E.n.T. 
P,rrh1l8 det'etded. Fin, and Second Punic Wan. 

The Samniter. alone could not have sustained 10 ionS a coa.
test with the Roman power. The neighboring states UIisterI 
with all their forces. Among others, the Tarentin. entered 
the lists, but finding in the sequel that they bad drawn an im
_ placable enemy upon themselves, they sent mesaeDs-a 8CI'OIB 

the narrow sea which aeparated them from Epirus, to eotreat 
the assistance of Pyrrllos, then tOO most l'8DOwneci wanioI- of 
Greece. 

280. Pyrrhus, who had always been ambitious to riyal 
Alexander in the extent of his conquests. sladly accepted the 
call. He left the shores of Epirus with 20,000 fool, 1008 
horse, and 20 elephants. A great tempest agitated the Ionian 
aea during his passage. The wind, as if in league with the 
Romans, drove a great part of his vessels a wreck, aBd pre
vented his landing, till at last he was compeDeci to lap iato 
the sea, and swim ashore. He found the Tarentinea occupied 
with the pleasur.. of bathing, feasting, and dancing j quite 
wDling tbAt be should 6g)rt thair baw. aDd earn the f ........ 
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had come 80 Car to gaiB. The meMW'e8 .,e took to inspire a ' 
more warlike spirit, were not the most agreeable to them, and 
many left the city, as they said, to escape slavery. In the 
midst of these Jlattering prospects, he receIved intelligence that 
the Roman: consul, Lmvinus, was coming against him with a 
great army. Though all the Samnite cities had not yet joined 
his standard, nor all his own forces arrived, yet looking upon 
it as a disgrace to sit still, he took the field with what troops 
he had, first sending proposals to the Romans to act as umpire 
between them and the Tarentines. To this message Lmvinus 
answered, "That the Romans neither accepted Pyrrhus as a 
mediator, nor feared him as an enemy." War being thus 
determined, both armies pitched their tents in sight of each 
other upon the opposite banks of the river Lyris. The Ro
man consul, with the impetooaity of inexperience, gave orders 
for fording the river; and the Grecian, as might be expected, 
stationed his troops in such a manner as to oppose the attempt. 
In spite of the etrom of the The&salian cavalry and Epirean 
foot, the Roman legions effected their purpose, ~ the 
1IOU'.hern bank of the river, and formed in sood order in face 
of the enemy. The engagement then became general, and 
victory was long in suspense. The Romans had seven times 
repulsed the enemy, and had been seven times themselves 
tbiven back, when Pyrrhus sent his elephants into the midst 
of the battle. The RolD8Jllt, who had never before seen crea~ 
tures of such magnitude, were terrified by their fierceness, and 
by the castles upon their backs, filled with armed men. The 
horses shared in the general consternation, and throwing their 
riders, lIed snorting from the scene of terror. The rout be
came general. A dreadful slaugbter of the Romans ensued; 
15000 were killed, and 1800 taken priaonel'l'. Tbe conquer
ors were al80 severe sufferers, and Plrrhuswas heard to 
remark, "One sucb victory more, and am undone." Next 
day he entered the deserted Roman camp. As he gazed upon 
the bodies of the dead, and marked the noble resolution still 
Yisible upon their countenances, be ellclaimed, "0, with what 
ease could I conquer the world, had I the Romans for IOldiers, 
or had they me for their king." 

The Samnites and Lucanians joined him after tbis battle, 80 

that with 11 recruited army he advanced within thirty-seven 
miles or Rome. But the Romans, though defeated, were litill 
unconquered. They used all diligence in levying forces and 
forming alliances, and never was there a time wben their 
IDilitary aDd patriotic virtues shone with clearer lustre. 
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TIle Ontor'. Pyrrhua, who bouted that· he had' "Woo more 
-- cities by the eloquence of Cineas than by the force 

of anna, sent his famous orator to negotiate a peace. The 
crat\y Grecian, accustomed to the corrupt bribery which had 
wrought so many revolutions in his own country, took with 
him splendid presents, not only for the senators, but for their 
wives. The Roman matrons, however, refused his gifts, saying 
they fllOUltl accept Au p7'esent8 fIIhen the ,enate Aad. decided to 
accept Ai8 friendBAip. A public aud,ience was granted, and 
the disciple of Demosthenes used all his eloquence to persuade 
the Romans to enter into a treaty with Pyrrhus, which should 
secure safety for the Tarentines. Some inclined to ~ 
urging that they had lost one great battle, and had still 
greater disasters to expect. An illustrious Roman, D8JIIfld 
Appius Claudius, who, on account of his great age and the 1068 
of his sight, had retired from public busineSs, ordered his ser· 
vants to carry him in his chair to the senate house. .A ~ 
speetfulllilence ensued upon his appearance, and all listened 
with the deepeet interest, while he delivered his sentiments in 
the following terms: "Hitherto I have re~ed my blind
ness .. a misfortune, but now, Romans, I wish I had been as 
rhaf as I am lIlina, for then I should not have heard of your 
shameful COUD&els, so ruinous to the glory of Rome. Where 
now are your speeches so much echoed about the world, that 
if Alexander the Great had comEt into Italy, when we were 
young and our fathers in the vigor of their age, he would not 
now be celebrated as invincible, but either by his flight or his 
fall would have added to the C of Rome. You now show 
the vanity and folly of that while you dread that very 
people who were ever Ii prey to the Macedonians, and tremble 
at the name of Pyrrhus, who has all his life been paying his 
court to one of the guards of that Alexander. Do not expect 
to get rid of him by making an alliance with him. That step 
will only open a door to many invaders, for who is there tbat 
will not despise you, and think you an easy conquest, if Pyr. 
rhus not only escapes unpunished for his insolence, but gains 
the Tarentines and Samnites, as a reward for insulting the 
Romans." As soon as Appius had done speaking, the senate 
voted unanimously for the war, and dismissed Cineas, with this 
answer, "That when Pyrrhus had quitted Italy, they would 
enter upon a treaty of friendship and alliance with him, if he 
desired it: but while he continued there in 11 hostile manner, 
they would prosecute the war against him with all their force, 
though he should have defeated a thousand Lmvipus'." Cineas 
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made a faithful report of all he saw in Rome to Pyrrhus. He 
said, that "the senate appeared to him like an assembly of 
kings ; and as to the people, he was afraid tbat he had to do 
with a LerntBaJl hydra." But the character of the Romans 
was exhibited in a position still more elevated when Fabricius, 
an ancient senator, a pattern of cheerful poverty and virtue, 
(who, though formerly a consul, had no plate in his house but 
a silver cup, the bottom of which was horn,) came to treat with 
Pyrrhus upon exchange of prisoners. Pyrrhus received him 
with great distinction, and privately begged him to accept 
of a large sum in gold, as a pledge of friendship and hospital
ity. Fabricius refused the presents. Pyrrhus pressed him 
DO farther, but the next day he ordered an elephant to be 
armed and placed behind a curtain. Upon a concerted signal 
the huge animal raised his trunk over the venerable warrior's 
head, and used all his arts to intimidate him. Fabricius, 
without being the least discomposed, said to Pyrrhus, smiling, 
"Neither your gold yesterday, nor your beast to-day, has 
made any impression upon me." Pyrrhus, charmed with the 
equanimity of a barbarian who had never learned philosophy, 
granted him all the prisoners without ransom, on the assur
ance of Fabricius, that they should be returned, in case of a 
renewal of the war. 
Tbe Second 279. By this time, the Romans were ready again 

Battle. to take the field against the Grecians. Both armies 
met near Asculum, being about 4(1,000 strong. The Romans 
fought with more than common valor, but the Grecian pha
lanx stood immovable amidst the desperate slaughter; and 
the elephants, pressing into the midst of the legion, again decid
ed the victory in favor of the king. The Romans left 6000 
men dead ,upon the field, nor bad Pyrrhus great reason to 
boast of his triumph; 4000 of his soldiers were slain, including 
officers and friends, who had followed him from Greece; so 
that when one congratulated him upon his victory, he exclaim
ed again, "One such triumph more, and I am undone." This 
battle finished the campaign, and both parties retired into 
winter quarters. The next spring, Pyrrhus, having received 
new supplies from home, and the Romans having made Fa
bricius consul, two armies equal to those, formerly victors and 
vanquished, were led into the field. 

While they were approaching, a letter was brought to Fa
bricius from the king's physician, in which the writer offered, 
for a suitable reward, to take his master off by poison, and 
thus rid the Romans of their most powerful enemy. Fabricius, 
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indignant at the base proposal, sent the letter to Pyrrhus, tell
ing him that he had chosen men of virtue and honor for ene
mies, and knaves and villains for friends. " Admirable Fabric
ius," cried Pyrrhus, at this new proof of his magnanimity, 
"it would be as easy to turn the sun from its course, as thee 
from the paths of honor." He punished ~he physician as be 
deserved, returned all his prisoners without ransom, and again 
desired peace. The senate, not to be outdone, sent back the 
same number of captive Samnites and Tarentines, but refused 
peace, except on the former condition. Pyrrhus was divided 
between shame and necessity. He was ashamed to leave the 
war unfinished, and he saw how hopeless was the prospect • 
of subduing the Romans. An entreaty of the Sicilians for 
assistance against the Carthaginians, relieved his embanaas
ment. He placed a garrison in Tarentum, and embarked 
with all his forces for that island; and the Romans, profiting 
by his absence, carried on the war with vigor for two years. 
At the end of this time, Pyrrhus returned, and another battle 
with the Romans ensued. 
Tbe Third Pyrrhus, finding tbe balance turning against bim, 

BaUie. had recourse once more to his elepbants. But for 
these the Romans were now prepared. Having ascertained 
that fire was the most effectual weapon against tbe huge 
creatures, they threw burning balls of flax and rosin againat 
them, and drove them, mad witb terror, back upon their own 
ranks. Pyrrbua in vain attempted to stop tbe fligbt and 
slaugbter of his men; the panic was general. He lost in 
that disastrous affair 23000 of his best troops, and his camp 
was also taken. This last conquest was of the greatest ser· 
vice to the Romans. The Grecian method of encampment 
became thenceforth their own, and many of their succeeding 
victories were the direct I"esult of the lessons tbey had learned 
of the unfortunate Epirots. 

Pyrrhus returned to Tarentum. Finding it impossible to 
raise another army among the disheartened Samnites, he pri
vately embarked, and returned to Epirus with the remains or 
his shattered forces, leaving a garrison in Tarentum merely 
to save appearances. This garrison lorded it so inhumanly 
over the poor luxurious TarenLines, that they surrendered; 
and thus ended the Samnite war, after continuing 71 years. 
The Roman commonwealth was at tbis time rich. There 
were 200,000 citizens capable of bearing arms; and such 
was their renown abroad, that Ptolemy Philadelphua sent am
bassadors to congratulate them upon their success, and entreat 
their alliance. 
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Firat .PuIIic* War. 

We come now to conaicier RORie in a most interesting period 
of her history; when, venturing beyond the bounds ~of I~y, 
she stretched her arma &cl'OII8 the sea, and began the conquest 
of other lands. About 100 years before the foundation of 
Rome, Dido, sister of Pygmalion, king of Tyre, fled from the 
tyranny of her brother with a select band of followers, and 
landed in Africa, near the spot where Tunis now stands. 
There a city was founded, which exteDded its commerce 
along the shores of the Mediterranean, and became one of the 
richest and most powerful cities in the world. Carthage also 
possessed, in the opinion of Aristotle, one of the most perfect 
governments of antiquity. At the time of the Punic wars, she 
had under her dominion 300 of the smaller cities of Africa, 
with their territories. The expulsion of Pyrrhus from Italy 
-the subjugation of the Samnites and Tarentines-had made 

- the Romans masters of the garden of Europe. Sicily was 
their granary, but not content with the supplies of corn an
nually received, they secretly desired to possess the island it
self, the more perhaps, because Carthage claimed some of its 
cities, and sent her fleets unquestioned into the bay of Taren
tum and up the Adriatic. A trifle could serve as a pretext for 
declaring war, when both parties were predisposed for the con
test, and that trifle was found in Sicily. Riero, king of Sy
raCuse, making war upon the Mamertines, entreated the aid of 
Carthage; and the Mamertines, to escape impending ruin, 
threw themselves upon the protection of the Romans. The 
Romona came to the point at once, and boldly declared war 
against Carthage. But a serious difficulty presented itself in 
the outset. The Carthaginiaoa were the greatest mariners in 
the world. The Romans had never been out of sight of land. ' 
The genius of Rome, however, patiently leveled every obsta
cle in its way to empire. A Carthaginian vesael was driven 
ashore upon the coast of Italy. The Romaoa immediately set 
about imitating this ship, and in two months, had 120 galleys 
ready for sea. Men, long accustomed to husbandry alone, 
now became sailors, and committed themselves to the sea in 
their clumsy fleet. The consul, Doillius, though ignorant of 
maritime affairs, invented an instrument, which, upon an im
pulse of two ships, kept them grappled together, 80 that by 
this meaoa the Romans had an opportunity of engaging their 
enemies, hand to hand. When the rival fleets met, he gained 
the victory by the superior courage of his soldiers, and took 

,* Called .. P1mic," tom Phllllicia, the parent date. 
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fifty of the enemy's shipe. 1 his unexpected success 80 grati
fied the eeoate, that they d4cned Duillius a sigoal triumph, 
and orelend that whenever he went out to supper a baud of 
music should attend him. The contest went on by land in 
Sicily, in the meantime, with varying success; victory ~ 
tim. declaring for the Carthaginians, and aometimes fOl' the 
Romans. The latter took Agrigentum in Sicily, Alberia in 
Corsica, and the islands of Lipari and Malta. 
Ezpedltion But these trifling successes could not satisfy the 
&0 Africa. ambition of the Romans. The conquest of Sicily 

they saw was only to be obtained by humbling the power of 
Carthage at home. They decided, therefore, to carry the war • 
into Africa. A Beet of 300 sail was fitted out, manned with 
140,000 men, and Regulus nnd Manlius were created consuJs 
to conduct the expedition. This armament, the greatest that 
had ever left an Italian port, was met by the Carthaginians 
with a Beet as powerful, manned by Bailor., rather thaD 
aoldiem The Carthaginians managed their vessels with the 
greatest skill, and seemed at first to have the advantage; but 
when the ships came in close contact, the Romans prevailed ; 
the enemy's Beet was dispersed, and 64 ships were taken. No 
fa.rther obstacle intervening, the consuls made a descent upon 
the coast of Africa, captured a Carthaginia.n city, and took 
20,000 prisonem Soon after, Manlius was recalled to super
intend the Sicilian war, and Regulus directed to continue his 
conquests in Africa, and as his term was nearly expired, be 
was made general, with the title of PrOC01l8Ul. • 

A t first, Regulus was successful in his contests with the ~ 
tbaginians. Ile defeated them in a pitched battle, and filled 
the land with such terror of the Roman name, that 80 toWD8 
submitted to his arms. The Numidians united with him, and 
ravaged the landa of Carthage; the peasants Bed on every 
side to the city, and filled it with despairing cries for bread. 
The Carthaginians, as a last resort, sent to the Lacedemonians 
for help, ofrering to give their general the command of the 
army. To provide also for the worst, they dispatched some of 
their principal men to Regulus, to beg a peace. This noble 
old general had long wished to return to his native country. 
He had heard that his steward was dead; tha1 his servant had 
stolen all his instruments of hlisbandry; that his farm of &eVeD 

acres lay uncultivated; and that his children were in danger 
of suffering actual want. All his personal feelings were there
fore in favor of peace; yet considering the duty he owed his 
country as paramount to all others, he dictated such terms as 
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he knew the CarthagiaiaDS would refuse. The treaty was 
consequeiltly.,roken 0&; and botti.parties prepared for another 
e~t. Xanthippus, the Lacedemonian general, arrived 
in due season; and by a skilful disposition of his forces, and 
the aid of his elephants, succeeded in defeating the enemies 
of Carthage. The Roman army was almost entirely destroy
ed, and HegullUl 4rJtU taken prUOfIeT. • . 

Nor was the defeat of their army and the capture of Raga
Ius, the only misfortune that befel the Romans. They lost 
Agrigentum; their whole Heat perished in a storm ; they built 
anotber, which sho.red the ·same fate; they built yet another~ 
which the marin81'S &ove upon quioksands; and, finally, they 
gave up for a time aU hopes of rivaling Carthage by sea. 
They however continued their efforts by land, till they gained 
the greater part of Sicily. 
Be I 'the Carthaginians, exhausted by the length of the 

gil us. wa~, determined to send ambassadors to RQme, to 
negotiate a peace, accompanied by Regulus, whom they ha!i 
now kept in prison four years. A promise was exacted from 
him, that he wOlild return, in case the senate did not accept 
of theit' oifers, and he was given to understand ·that his life de
pended upon the 'SUCC8S11 af his mission. W hen the venerable 
general awroached the city, his friends came out to meet and 
condyct him home; bIIt Regulus refused, with settled melan
choly, to -enter the gates, saying that he was but a slave to the 
Cartba~inians, and unfit to partake in the liberal honors of his 
country. The 1I8I1ate assembled without the walls, to give au
liience to the ambassadors, and Regulus openell his commis-
1Jion as directed by the Carthaginians. The senate, wearied 
with an eight years' war, were willing to accede to ahnoet an,. 
proposals which would terminate it with honor ; nor was it a 
slight consideration with them, that peace would liberate a 
brave old general, whom all the people revered and loved. 
Regulus, as one of the senate, had also the privile~e of giving 
his opinion. When he came to speak, to the surprise of alf, 
he insisted upon continuing the war, He assured the Romans 
that the Carthaginians cOuld not hold out much longer; he 
said the people were harassed out with fatj~ues, and the nobles 
with contention; and he supported his opmion by the eonsid
eration so weighty with the Romans, that their ancestors had 
never made peace till they were victorious. Advice so unex
peeted and magnanimous, filled everyone with admiration~ 

X * Roman bi8t.oriana 1&., that .th,a CBl'IhagiDiaD8 attempted to B888aeiDBte 
N1t.hiPPIJ8, that he might IIj)t take the hoDor of this victory BWBY from them, 
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The __ eoWd DOt _y the juIItice of _ rea.rb; nfIrY 
feeling of patriodml enforced the counaeJa of Regulus; UId 
nery aentimeDt of humanity cried out against coMigoing the 
DOble captive to torture and death. But Re~\J8 himself re
lieved their embarrulment, by breaking off the treaty, am 
n.mg to return to hiB boods. It was in vain that the senate 
and all his dearest friends entreated him to stay; in vain Ilia 
wife and children begged permiasiononce more to embrace him; 
h. peraiated in keeping his promise; nor would he see hill 
friends, lest their despair should move his resolution. With
out taking leave of those he should never again behold, he 
departed with the ambassadors for Africa. Nothing could 
equal the disappointment and fury of the Carthaginians when 
informed by their deputies of the part Regulus had taken, and 
the influence he had exerted against them. The utmost inge
nuity of savage cruelty was exerted to torture him. In the 
darkness of hiB prison, his eyelids were cut off, and then he 
was brought out, and exposed to the burning rays of a tropical 
IUn. Finally, h. was put into a barrel stuck full of nails, that 
pointed inwards, and left to die of agony. 
Th treaty Both sides now took up arms with more than for-

e • mer animosity. The Romans, thou~h 80 often 
wrecked, once more fitted out a fleet to dispute With Carthage 
the empire of the sea. In this effort, they were again unsuc
cessful, and finally became so discouraged by the disasters they 
lUffered from winds and waves, that for seven years they ab
stained from all naval expeditions. But their inflexible 
spirits could not be broken. In seven years, the boys had be
come men, and the memory of storms and tempests had ceased 
to intimidate the former mariners. Another fleet was con
structed, and by two splendid victories their fortunes were re
trieved, and the power of Carthage so humbled at sea, that she 
was forced to conclude a peace, on the very terms which she 
had before refused to Regulus. These were, that the Carthe,. 
ginians should lay down 1000 talents of silvl'r to defray the 
ezpense of the war; that they should pay. 2200 more in ten 
Tears' time; that they should quit Sicily and the adjacent 
islands; that they should never make war against the allies of 
Rome, or come with any vessels of war within the Roman d0-
minions; and that all Roman prisoners and deserters should 
be delivered up without ransom. To these hard conditions, 
the Carthaginians subscribed; and thus ended the first PuDic 
war, which had lasted 24 years. 
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p. This war being closed, a profound peace elUJQed, 
':ftt't::r in which the temple of Janus was shut for the .. 

GauI8. cond time since the foundation of the city. The 
Romans now tumed their thoughts to domestic improvemenL 
They began to have a relish for poetry. Dramas were acted 
upon the Grecian model, elegiac, pastoral, and didactic com
positions assumed new beauties in the Latin tongue, and satire 
was invented by Lucilius. The Gauls having again cJ'08fled 
the Appeninee, entered Etruria, and wasted all with fire and 
sword, till they came within about three days' joumey of 
Rome. • The eelebrated Marcellus, afterwards called "The 
&cord of RGme," was appointed to lead forth the army 
against these invaders. Viridomarus, king of the Gauls, 
clothed in armor set off with gold and silver, rode out on horse
back, and challenged the Roman general to single combat. 
Marcellus, who never refused a challenge, nor ever failed of 
killing the challenger, spurred on his horse to the contest, 
-vowing to consecrate the armor of the barbarian to Jupiter. 
With a mighty stroke of his spear, he pierced the breastplate 
of the Gaul, and with two or three more blows, dispatched him. 
The two armies then met, and a prodigious slaughter of the 
Gauls ensued; till, entirely beaten, they sued for peace. 
The triumph of Marcellus was one of the most splendid ever 
eeen. The general, having cut the trunk of an oak into the 
form of a trophy, adorned it with the glittering armor of Vir
idomarus, and setting it upon his shoulder, rode through the 
city in a chariot drawn by four horses, while the army follow
ed, singing songs and odes made for the occasion, and di. 
playing tbe spods they had taken from the enemy. 

B. C. 217. Second Punic War. 

The peace between Rome and Carthage, had now continued 
23 years. During this time, a man had grown up in the lat~ 
ter city, to whom historians give the highest place as a general 
and a warrior. This was HANNIBAL, the son of Hamilcar, 
former general of Carthage. When his son was only nine 
years' old, Hamilcar took him to the altar, and laying his 
band upon the victim about to be sacrificed, made him swear 
that he would never be in friendship with the Romans, nor 
desist from oppoSing their power, till he or they should be no 

• The Roman .. who still retained the remembrance of the mfFeringa or 
their cit}' hom these barbarians, made enraordiDlll'Y preparations to meet 
them. They applied to the aibyls' books fOr counsel, and in compliance 
with the oracl ... bnried alive two Greeb, (a man and a woman,) end two 
Gellis also, in the beast market. 
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moNo This hatred, 80 early implanted, and 80 sedulously 
cultivated in the breast of Hannibal, bad grown with bis 
growth, and strengthened wiUt his strength; and now in the 
prime of life, he prepared himself to try whether Rome or he 
ahould fall.· 

The Cartbaginians, who made peace only becauee they 
were no Ion881' able to continue the war, having now recoTer
ed from their embarraasments, were excited by Hannibal, to 
throw off their burdenlKlme tribute, and attempt to regain the 
cities they had lost. To OpeD the campaign, Hannibal cl"Ollled 
into Spain with a considerable body of force&, and laid siese-to 
S&!'lntum, a city in alliance with the Romans.. As BOOIl as 
I18WS of tbis aflfUr reached Rome, ambusadors were sent to 
Carthage to complain of the infraction or the treaty, and to 
require that Hannibal should he given up. This demlUld was 
refused. Tbe principal ambassador, perceivillg the state of 
feeling among the Cartbaginian ministry, held out the skirt of 
his robe, saying, that "he brought tbem peace or war, and 
they might choose between them." They desired him to de
liver which he thought proper. "Then let it be war," said 
the iRd~ant Roman, and immediately took his departure. 
War bemg tbus declared, DOthiDg was len but again to build 
Seets, levy armies, raise sl1pplies~ aBd in every possible way 
prepare fur coD6ict.. Sa811ntum surrendered. 8rIId Hannibal 
SOOD overran aM Spain with his ~ictorioU8 troo~ nen, hav
ing collected a large army of all lan8ua~ and Rations, he 
reaol veel to carry tbe war into Italy itself. as the Romans bad 
before carried it into the dominions of Cartbar. With 
50.000 foot and 9000 borse, he passed the PYreJlees iDto Gaul. 
traversed the vast forests, defeated the savage enemies, and 
erossed the rapid rivers which opposed his match, and in ten 
flays arrived at the fool of the Alps, over wbich he had deter
mined to explore a new passage iato Italy. 

• TTl. , .. timon,. or the historian mal' aid 111 in formin, an idea or thl. 
elltraerdinary man. .. He Willi poaa.aaed or the peateat coumge in op
poainr "er, aad the greateet p ..... nc. of miad In reWiDg rrom iL No 
Jaligne Willi able waubdue WI bOd,.; no milfwtune could break hi, apiriL 
He W1UI equall,. patieot ef heat and cold; and he W1UI th>quently found 
alretched upon tile grollDct among his lentinele, covered only WIth his 
watch-coaL He W1UI the be., hvrHman and ~ .wift.et runner or his lime. 
He W1UI eJ:perienced, eapcio1ll, ~rovident, bold, prud.at in ClU'l')'in, out the 
moet elltensive d~ .. and fertile in eKpedienta to perplex biti enemi ..... 
In conaequence or hi8 hiatory's baving been written by thOee in ROIII8II inter
elt, the cruelty, faithleaaneaa, and hypocriay ascribed to hi .. have found DO 
6iendly band to palliate theil enoranty, BIid the failOR of his mighty pIau 
to redllem his country, left him without a panegpiat; eo that, grea' .. he 
unquestionably wlI:'\ and wondftfUlu were bia exploi'tl, Ilia clJaftCter etanda 
ht!tore 111 in. poGu.on which obecuree ita 8pleoClw, aad ..... - oar lid· IIPr'ticJq, . ·-c·----
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'-lit It. WII8 mid-winter when this IIIIt.OIUahinJ: Pl"Pjeot 
tile Alps. was undertaken. The mIghty glaciers which had 
been accumulating for a$'es, frowned upon him from above, and 
vast caverns through which the mountain torrents roared fear
fully along, yawned from below; the rude cottages which 
seemed to hang upon the sides of tbe precipices, offered no 
friendly shelter; and bands of people, barbarous and fierce, 
dressed in skins covered with long, shaggy hair, rendered 
the prospect more forbidding, and the wilderness more terrible. 
But nothing could subdue the courage of Hannibal. Assuring 
his followers that they were now scaling, not the walls of 
Italy, but of Rome, he led them up the sides of the mountaina, 
along the dizzy heights, over the icy paths; and driving back 
the barbariana, after nine days of incredible fatigue, gained 
a summit, whence his soldiers could descry the fertile vales of 
Italy, spread' out in beauty beneath the warm rays of the sun. 
After two days' rest, they prepared for the descent--a work 
more perilous than even the ascent had been. Prodigious 
quantities of snow had fallen, in which multitudes were buried ; 
every new advance seemed to increase the danger, till, at last, 
they came to the verge of a rock above 300 yards perpendic
ular, which seemed utterly impassable. Despair appeared in 
every face but Hannibal's. He could not go round it; he 
would not turn back. He therefore made preparations to level 
the obstruction. Great numbers of trees were felled" piled 
against it, and set on fire. "The rock being thus heated," 
says Livy, "was softened by vinegar, and a way opened 
through which the whole army might safely pass." Then, 
88 they descended, the valleys became more fertile, the cattle 
found pasture, and at the end of fifteen days, Hannibal found 
himself upon the plains of Italy, with about half his army
the rest having fallen victims to the inclemency of the weather, 
or the hostility of the natives. 

BattletI 218. The senate, during all this time, had not 
TiClnlum°!.d been idle. The army, headed by Scipio, had been 

Trebla. ordered into the field to intercept the course of the 
invader; and before the Carthaginians had recovered from 
their fatigues, they were attacked by the Romans, near Ticin
ium. The consul was wounded in the beginning of the fight, 
and would have been slain, had not hill son, Scipio, (after
wards Africanus,) saved his father's life at the hazard of his 
own. The engagement was for some time carried on with 

. equal valor on both sides, till a party of Numidian horse, 
making a circuit, attacked the Romans in flank, and routed 
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them with considerable l«ar. The Gaul., MWig been ...... 
with ~t respect by the Cartbaginians, joined the army of 
Hanmbal. Sempronius, the other cousul, rMDlving to tepait 
the injury lAJlfained by bis colleague, pVfJ battle &.pill upoD 
the banks of the river Trebia. Hannibal. awue of Roman 
impetuosity, sent off a body or 1000 bOl'Se-meD, each witb • ~ 
loOt soldier behind hlm, to ravage the country, aDd provoke 
the enemy 10 engage. The Romans drove them back, and 
tbey, seeming to be defeated, took to the river. The CODSJI 
pressed on after tbem, and not till he bad reacbed the oppo- J 
site bank, did be perceive that the day was lost; for his men, 
fatigued with wading the river, and benumbed with the eold
ness of the water, which reached their armpits, could not 
witbsaaDd the tremendous charge of the Carthaginian&, BDd 
16000 were either killed or clrowned in the riTer. "I'be 10lllF 
of these two battles did not intimidate the Romans, DOl' iuD 
Hannibal into ralse security. Preparations for the ensuing 
campaign were earried on with the greatest vigor on botIl 
sides. The Carthaginian general approached Rome by wa~ 
of Etruria, through the marshes of' the riYer Arno. All the 
former fatigues of his army were nothing in oornparison with 
what they suffered here. For three days and three nigbts 
successively, they marched up to the knees in water, without 
sleep or rest; the hoofs. of the horses came off, and multi
tudes of the baggage Ileasts were left dead in the mud. Han
nibal bimself rOde upon an elephant, the only one be bad left, 
and in addition to the feelings occasioned by the complicated 
distress of his anny, suffered so much from an inflammation in 
his eyes, that he lost one of them entirely. Hearing that 
FlarniDius, with bis army, lay in the direct road towards Rome, 
he turned atlide, as if desirous of avoiding him, and ravaged 
the country with fire and sword~ This had the desired effect. 
The consul could not bear to wait quietly for a leiDforcement, 
while tbe enemy was thus laying every thing waste aro&Dd 
him, and, contrary to the advice of his friends, determined to 
risk an engagement. 
Battle of Tbru- Hnnnibal took a position with his army near 
;pmeDUII. Fabiu. lake Tbrasymenus, upon a chain of mountains 
between which and the lake was a narrow passage, leading to 
a valley embosomed in hills. Into tbis valley, Flaminius led 
his men to the attack. A mist rising from the Inke, obscured 
the sight of the Romans, so that' they could not perceive the 
number or position of their enemies. They were accordingly 
defeated without having been able to do any tbing worthy or 
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the Roman JUUDe.. 15000 Cell in the nlley, and eooo III1r· 
rendered prisoners of war. Flaminius did every tbing that 
valor could do to rally his forces, and finally died fighting 
alone in the midst of the enemy. Wben this news reachecl 
Rome, the pnetor 8811embled the people, and made the follow. 
ing proclamation: " Romans, we have loSt a great battle; 
our army is cut to pieces, and Flaminius is slain; think, 
therefore, what is to be done for your safety." After the 
first consternation had subsided, they unanimously agreed to 
elect Fabius Maximus dictator; a man whose spirit and dig. 
nity admirably fitted him for the office. His house was one 
of the most illustrious in Rome, for the Fabian family once 
undertook alone to cope with the power of Veii, and 306 of 
them perished in one expedition. It was the policy of Fa. 
bius, t to haru8, rather than fight the Cartbaginians. He 
always encamped on the high grounds, out of tbe way of the 
enelDy's cavalry. When they sat still, be did the same; when 
they moved, he showed himself upon the hills as if preparing 
for action; he straitened their quarters, cut off' their provis
ions, and kept them in constant fear of surprise. Hannibal, 
finding it impossible to bring on a general engagement, used 
all his arts to make Fabius appear the coward, rather than the 
skilful general. This impression actuall'y pervaded the Ro
man camp, and some of the officers called Fabius t,", peda. 
~guet of Hannibal; and his general of horse sneeringly 

, mquired, "if he intended to take his army up into heaven, or 
to screen them from the enemy with clouds and fogs." Fa
bius bore all their taunts with the greatest equanimity; nor 
would he change his tactics, though he witnessed the ravaging 
of Samnium, and tbe plunder of many flourishing cities. At 
last, Hannibal determined to make use of a stronger bait to 
draw the dictator from his impregnable station. For this pur
pose, he ordered his guides to conduct him to the plains of Ca
rinum; but they, mistaking the word through his barbarous 
pronunciation, led him to Cuilinum, a valley stretching 
out to the sea. As soon as be had entered, Fabius seized 
the narrow outlet, and there held him in a most disadvanta
geous position, without any place of egress. Hannibal cruci. 
fied his guides for their mistake, and set his African cunning 

• While the battle lasted, an earthquake overturned wbole cities, cbanged 
\he co'une of rivera, and lore off tbe top. of mountain, ; yet 10 de.perate was 
the fight, tha& neither perly perceived the violent motion. 

t Washington bas been called the American FabiUB. 
t The olliee of a pedagogue W88 to attend children, to carry them about, 

Itld conduct them hOme. • . 
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at work to deville IOID8 meaDI of escape. Tlte ,plan be adopted 
"u this. One dark night, he ordereillighted fagots to be tied 
to the' horns of 2000 oxen. The creatures were then driven 
slowly towards the pass, like an army marching with torches. 
The Romans took them for what they appeared; but when the 
fire burnt to the quick, and the animals, mad with pain, ran 
up the hills with their foreheads llaming, and filling the air 
with unearthly sounds, the detachment set to guard the outlet 
expecting, they knew not what, Bed to the main body. The 
C!111haginians seized the pass, and Hannibal escaped through 
the defile to Apulia. The Romans now murmured more than 
ever against Fabius, and his office soon after expiring, a vio
lent contest arose about the election of consuls. The citizens 
at length chose Varro, a man sprun~ from the dregs of the 
people, rash and self-confident, Dnd Joined with him Emilius 
Paulus, father of that Paulus Emilius who so distinguished him
self afterwards in Greece, and father-in-law of- Scipio the 
Great. Fabius, who saw the danger that threatened the 
state from two such ill-matched commandel'8, entreated 
Emilius to gwud against the devices of Hannibal, and 
the rll8hness of Varro. Emilius promised to heed his caution, 
and set forth with his plebeian colleague, at the head of 
90,000 men, the ftower of Italy. Hannibal, who bad only 
about two-thirds as many troops, was encamped upon tbe 
plains of Cannm, in such a position, that the sOuth wind, 
which raised clouds of sand from the dry plains, would drive 
directly in thE: faces of an approaching enemy. 
IIa&tle of On the first day of their arrival, it was Emilius' 
CanIUO. turn to command, and though Hannibal did all in bis 

powerto bring him to OOttle,yet he declined fighting under cir
cumstances so disadvantageous. The next day, Varro, without 
waiting for the concurrence of Emilius, hung out the scarlet 
mantle, and leading his troops across the river Aufidus, set the 
battle in array. Hannibal, who had been from day-break 
marshaling his forces, disposed them in such a manner that 
when the main body should give way before the impetuosity of 
the Roman charge, the wings should surround the enemy, and 
thus engage on all sides at once. This was the principal 
cause of the carnage that followed. The Romans, penetrat
ing the centre, were completely embosomed; and Hnnnibals 
army, taking the form of a crescent, closed in behind them, 
and suffered none to escspe. Varro Bed with a few horse, and 
Emilius, covered with darts which stuck in his wounds, sat 
down in nnguish and despair,.. waiting for the enemy to dis-
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patch him.. Hill head and face were 80 diIiJigured with dust 
and blood, that many of his friends passed by without know
ing him. At last, Lentulus, a tribune, flying on horseback, 
came up to the spot, and recognizing him, dismounted; "Em
ilius," cried he, "you at least are guiltless of this day's 
slaughter; take my horse, while you have any strength re
maining; I will assist you, and will defend you with my life." 
" I thank thee, Lentulus," cried the dying consul, "but go, I 
command thee, and tell the senate to fortify Rome against the 
conqueror. Tell Fabius, also, that Emilius followed his di
rections to the last, but was first overcome by Varro, and then 
by Hannibal." While he was yet speaking, the enemy ap
proached, and Lentulus, before he was out of sight, saw the 
consul expire, feebly fighting in the midst of hundreds. In 
this battle the Romans lost 53,000 men, several officers, and 
80 many knights, that it is said Hannibal sent three bushels of 
gold rinlf' to Carthage, which those of this order had worn 
upon theIr fingers. Hannibal's friends advised him to follow 
the fugitives immediately to Rome, a.uring him that in five 
days he might sup in the capitol; but he did not think proper to 
attempt the siege of a city sheltered by walls and ramparts, 
till he had formed alliances with the neighboring states. The 
battle of Cannm so changed the face of affairs, that the Car. 
tbaginians who had been obliged to move from place to place, 
like a great band of robbers, now saw the best provinces of 
Italy in their power; and Capu&, the most oonsiderahle city, 
open to receive them. At Rome, nothing was heard but 
shrieks and lamentations; one-third of the senators were 
slain; one-half the city were in mourning for their detlrest 
friends; and an enemy whose vindictive cruelty had been 
fully proved, was daily expected at their gates. Fabius alone 
walked about the oity, with an unrufBed countenance, en· 
couraging the magistrates, placing the guards, and adopting 
suitable precautions for the sarety of the oommonwealth. The 
people found in his judgment, their temple, their altar, and their 
hope; and from his calm demeanor, seemed to gather new 
:resolution and confidence. When Varro arrived, the senate, 
instead of reprimanding him for his rashness, went out to 
meet him, and returned him thanks that he had not despaired 
of the safety of Rome. Hannibal did not come on as they 
had expected; and inspired with fresh courage, they enlisted 
slaves, and made all possible preparations for another cam· 
paign. Fabius the BAield, and Marcellus the ftDOJ'd, of Rome, 
were appointed to lead ber armies j and though Hannibal of, 
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ftnd .,.,., it".. relueed, bat upon concIitioIl that he should 
quit Italy. 
Tbe tide' Tbill general took up his winter quarteTs in Campa-

&arM. nia. In the fertile vales of that state, a new scene of 
pleasure opened to bill soldiers, which served to destroy the 
energies of barbarians unaccustomed to any luxury. Though 
Rome had lost four important battles, she could yet bring into 
the field four times as many men as HannibaL Marcellus, 
who often engaged in skirmishes, gained frequent advantages, 
while Fabius straitened the movements of the Carthaginian 
general, and like a constant stream, undermined all hia defen
eeL The Romans, however, do not deae"e all the credit 
of the ruin of Hannibal. He received his first fatal blow 
from his friends. His glory had made enemies for him in the 
councils of Carthage; the men he required were not sent; 
and the :fPlies that he demanded did not arrive. For years 
he carri on the unequal conflict, sometimes advancing, 
sometimes retreating, frequently destitute of money and pro
visions, and feeling that the desperate game which he was 
playing must finally turn against him, through the envy and 
ingratitude of his countrymen. After the Romans had gained 
the city of Tarentum, he aclmowledged to his friends that he 
had always thought it difficult, and now saw it impossible, with 
the forces he had, to conquer Italy. The senate of Carthage 
at length came to the resolution of sending his brother, As
drubal, to his assistance, with a body of forces. Asdrubal 
landed in Italy without accident; but the Romans surrounded 
him in a defile, into which he had been led by the treachery of 
his guides, and cut his whole army in pieces. Hannibal had 
long waited for these succors with great impatience; he was 
assured tnat his brother was on his way, and the very night 
that he expected to embrace him with renewed hope, Asdru
hal's head was thrown into his camp by the Romans! He 
saw in the bloody relic the downfall of Carthage, and observed 
with a sigh, to those around him, "Fortune IKl8ms fatigued with 
granting her favors." 
Siege of But it was not in Italy alone, that fortune frowned 

ByraC.-. upon the Carthaginians. The unconquerable Ro
mans, though surrounded with enemies at home, and still bleed
ing from their defeat at Cannm, sent legions into Spain, Sar. 
dinia, and Sicily, and undertook a new war against Philip, 
king of Macedon, for having made a league with Hannibal. 
Marcellus, who had charge of the war in Sicily, led his 
forces against Syracuse. There, for a long time, he found all 
his efforts bafIled by the arts of one man. This man was Ar· 
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chimedea, the 8"8t mathematician. He wu the kiUlDftIl·o( 
Hiero, the king of whom we have spoken 88 giving occaeioa 
to the nrat Punic war, and in conversation, had 8881l1"ed his 
royal patron, that ~1 a ftiiervttJ aRd Ifter, he could moee 
tAB flHlf'ltl.. . 

To prove 80 startling an 8888rtion, he drew upon land one 
of the king's loaded galleys by a ID8Chine tumed with one 
hand. Hiero, ostonisbed at the force of his art, prevailed 
upon Archimedes to make. for him aU 80rts of engines which 
could be uiled in a siege for attack or defence. --rhese ma
chines, which had lain inactive during the life of Hiero, were 
DOW brought out, and employed with great> effect by the inven
tor. When Archimedes began to play his engines, the R~ 
mans stood aghast with terror. All 80rts of missile weapons, 
and stones of an enormous lize, were sent forth with such 
noise and rapidity, that nothing could stand before them. 
Huge beams were on a sudden projected over the walls, which, 
striking the galleys, sunk them at once; sometimes burning 
gl8888S lighted mysterious Bames in the sails ; and sometimes a 
sort of iron crow with two claws, let down by a lever,. caught 
bold of the ships, drew them towards the walls, whirled them 
about, and dashed them against the rocks; 80 that the fear of 
this one man haunted them continually. Finally, the Romans 
were 80 terrified that if they saw a stick put over the walls, 
they cried out that Archimedes W88 leveling lOme machine 
at them, and fled in dismay. 

Marcellus desisted for a time from h~ efforts against Syra
cuse, but employed himself meanwhile in overrunning the 
island, and subduing smaller cities. Then retuming, he 
seized the town by surprise one night when the citizens had 
drunk to intoxication in honor of Diana. Archimedes W88 in 
his study absorbed in his scientific researches, when the Ro
mans entered; nor did he perceive that.the city W88 taken, till 
a soldier entered his room, and commanded him to follow him 
into the presence of Marcellus. Archimedes requested him 

• So engaged waa Archimedea with mathemalice, that he neglected hia 
1MB and. diink. He waa often carried by 1bree to the bath, and when 
thera, amuaed himself with drawing geometrical figures in the aahea, or 
l1181'king linea with hia fingel'll upon Iii. body when it was anointed. A 
.i-weler had made a crown for Biero; but the king, auapecting th.t JIll!' of 
tbe SOld had been purloined, set Archimedes to enmine into the a1IBir. 
Archimedea thought upon the aubject a long lime in vain. One day in the 
bath, perceivins that bia body diRplaced a quantity of water equal to ita 
bulk, the doctrine of 8peCific grattily unfolded at once . before his mind. 
~rted with joy, be ran out into the atree\crying out EureJa! E ... 
reI:a! .. I have found I&, I have found it." Then y comJl8ril!g the lIJIecific 
pavitiea of gold and .u.er, he detected the Cheat of the Jeweler. 
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to wait till he had finished his plOblem, upon which the aoldier 
drew his sword and killed him. Marcellus, much grieved, 
ordered his body to be hono...,.bly buried, and a tomb erected 
to his memory. This monument has ages since mingled with 
the dust, but the simple instrument, Arckimedea' Bt:retD, still 
survives and interetots every philoeophica1 student in the his
tory of its great inventor. Marcellus, on his return, Was made 
consul a fifth time, and again went to fight with Hannibal. 
With a small detachment, he fell into an ambuscade, and was 
slain. 
&ipio At- The Romans also suffered some severe reverses 

rieanue.· in Spain. • 'Two of the Scipios were slain, but that 
youth who saved his father's life at the Ticinium, being , 
appointed to the proconsulship in that country, though but 
twenty-four years old, soon retrieved these losses. He was 
superior to Hannibal in tenderness and generosity, and won 
the hearts of as many by his affability and justice as by force 
of arms. 

Spain and Sicily were subdued, but Hannibal still maintain
ed his ground in· Italy, unsupported at home, and but little 
aided by the alliances he had formed. For fourteen years, he 
had sustained himself by the. most skilful management, and 
the most judicious plans. He bad never lost a battle, and his 
terror was upon his enemies; but his old army was wom out; 
and while the Roman youth were growing up, eager to dis
tinguish tbemselves against tbe CartbaginiaDs, his friends and 
followers were dying about him, of fatigue or excess. In this 
posture of affairs, Publius Scipio returned from tQe conquest of 
Spain, and was made consul at the age of 29. With the fore
sight of an older person, he determined to carry the war into 
Arriea, and make the Carthaginians tremble for their own 
city. Scipio had not been long in Africa, when accounts 
were brought to Rome of his glorious and wonderful &chive
menta. A Numidian king was taken prisoner, and two campa 
were burned and destroyed. Rich spoils confirmed these 
cheering reports. Tbe Carthaginil1Ds were so terrified by 
these repeated defeats, that tbey sent a positive commanti to 
Hannibal, their great champion, to return and defend Car
tbage. He obeyed the mandate with a sad foreboding of 
calamity, and took leave of Italy with tears, after baving kept 
possession of its most beautiful portions more than fifteen 
years. In that country he bad lost his two brothers, bis brav
est generals, and most of those soldiers who had shared bis 

• toils and drmgers from earliest youth. .After a melancholy 
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pasSage,. he arrived in Africa, and RI8l'Clb'ed towards Zama, a 
: city within Ave daya' jOllroey of Carthage. Sc:ipio led hie 
&Tmy DR to meet him; aDd to ahew how tRuch he Celt his npen.. 

, ority, _nt back the spies of Hanaibal, with a full account of 
. all his preparations. UnwillingtB risk every thing upon a 

single battle, Hannibal invited Scipio to an intenriew. It w_ 
in a extensive plain between the armies, that the two greatest 
geaerala in the wodd met, and silently regarded each ether COl' 
a time with matllal reverence. Hunibal, darlt, swarthy, one
eyed, with the sternness of the old warrior upon bis features; 
Scipio, in tbe prime of life, with all the energy and vigor of 
the Roman beaming in every look. The arguments which 
HaDDibal adduced in favor of a peace, Scipio said he would 
have regarded, had they been proposed in Italy; and botla 
parting dissatisfied, prepared to decide the controversy by the 
sword. 
Ba u rZam B. C. 202. The battle of Zamo. was one of the 

teo a. bloodiest recorded in history. Hannibal conduct-
ed the eha"'S8 with the greatest skiD; but Scipio's army, c0m

posed of the Bower of Roman youth, was far superior in num
bers and discipline 60 the worn out Carthaginiallfl and their 
.aHa TIle Romans were victorious, aad Hannibal fieci. 
The conquerors dictated the terms of peace, as sovereigns. 
The Carthaginians were to pay 10,000 talents; tG give hosta
ges for the deli1!ery of their ships and e1epbants; to restore to 
MasiIliaJa, the Nllmidian kin!, all his territories; and they 
were not to make war, eveR in Africa, without permission of 
the Romans. 

CHAPTER VII. 200. MAJLGAJLBT, 

SpaiD. Africa, Macedonia, and Greece, made Roman Prov __ • 

Philip, king of Macedon, had attempted to make an alliance 
with Hannibal while he was in Italy. The war which result,. 
ell in Greece, was still going on, and in the beginning of this 
.century, the Macedanian .monarch was defeated several times 
by Galba, the Roman consul; compelled to raise the siege of 
Athens; driven from the straits of Thermopyllll, by Flaminius, 
again defeated at Cynooephale, and forced to conclude an in
glorious peace. Ten commissioners, with Flaminius at their 
head, attendod the Isthmian games, and gave to each Grecian 
state the power of making its own laws. 

The next enemy of consequence who interfered with the 
Romans, .... as Antiochus the Great. Against him, Scipio, bro. 
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ther of the famous Afrieanua, wasll8Dt with the Roman legioal. 
'rhe ill-coneerted manner in which Antiochus conducted his 
expedition, has been already deecribed. Scipio drove him 
oul ot' Europe, det'eated him in Asia, and obtained, from his 
auccese, the surname ot' Aaiaticua. The proud succesaor of 
Alexander was glad to procure peace of the Romans, OD con
dition ot' paying 15000 talents; giving hostages of fidelity; 
and surrendering Hannibal, - who had been sometime a resi
dent at his court. In the third year after the war with Anti
ochus, the tribunes of the people accused Scipio Afrieanus of 
defrauding the treasury, and set a day for his trial. Scipio 
came at the appointed time, and listened to the charges with a 
serene air. Instead, however, ot' attempting a defence, he 
reminded his countrymen, that on thn.t very day, 15 years 
before, he had won the battle of Zama. The assembly rose 
at once, left the tribunes in the forum, and attended Scipio to 
the capitol, to return their annual thanks to the gods for this 
victory. Scipio afterwards retired to Campania, and spent the 
ahort remnant of his days in peace end privacy-testifying his 
displeasure against his countrymen only by this epitaph, 
which he ordered to be engraved upon his tomb: "Ungrateful 
country-my very bones shan not rest among you." Hanni. 
bal, Philopremen, and Scipio died the same year, B. C. 182. 

The Second Macedonian war next engaged the Roman 
arms. Emilius overthrew Perseus, and carried him in triumph 
to Rome, to walk before his chariot. These conquests brought 
immense riches into the Roman treasury, and Macedon became 
IJ Roman province. 

B. C. 149. Third Punic War. 

About this time, Masinissa, king of Numidia, made some 
incursions upon the territory claimed by the Carthaginians. 
This people, having recovered in some measure from the 

• The milfurtunea of&hia illuatrious man DOW drew to their tragical cJ.e. 
All tbat could he done for Carthage, he had done, even after die battle of 
Zama. His ungrateful countrymen, hating any check upon their vices, ae
CllIIed him to the Romans of intriguing to YBnew the war. To eaeape the 
fate of a captive, he left Carthage, and began his voluntary exile. He aaileel 
to Trre, and thence found his way to the Sy_rian court, wliere he was kindly 
receIVed, and made admiral of tlie fieet. Here his skiII and sagacity were 
exereiaea to destroy the Romans; but when Cortune turned ~81 his ~D, 
and he found his name in the articles of treai~, he fied ag&m to the !rinf{ of 
Bilhynia. He lived with PrusiaR five years; the Romans, however, baYlD« 
lent a demand Cor him, he again berame a wanderer. "'inding that the envoys 
of Rome were ever on biB track, he desired one of his ColIowers to bring him 
poison, Bayin~, "Let UR rid the Romans of their terro~ sin!;e they are un· 
willing to wmt Cor the death of an old man like me." 'l'he poison operated 
apeedily, and Rome was freed from the fear of her greatest enemy. 

, 
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effects of their wars, repelled the invasion. Cato the Censor, 
then nearly 90, was sent into Africa to inquire into the cause 
of the infraction of the treaty. When he arrived at Carthage, 
he found that-city not in the exhausted and humbled condition 
which the Romans imagined, but full of men fit to bear arms; 
well supplied with money and warlike stores, and in a fair way 
to regain all its former greatness. Having made these obser
vations, he returned home, and represented to the senate the 
necessity of humbling a power which might once more involve 
Rome in a long aJtft dangerous contest for empire. So fixed 
was this persuasion in his mind, that he never gave his opinion 
in the senate upon any point whatever, without adding, "And 
my opinion is, that Carthage should be destroyed j" 80 that 
"Carthago clelmda e,t," passed into a proverb. Moved by 
his representations, the senate ordered war to be proclaimed, 
and the consuls set out with a resolution to destroy the 
ancient rival of Rome. 

The Carthaginians too late perceived the wisdom of Hanni
bal in insisting upon public flleaBUre" rather than private in
terut. Now alarmed by the Roman preparations, they pun
ished those who had quarreled with Masinisss, and most hum
bly offered satisfaction. The senate demanded 300 hostages 
within 30 days. To their surprise and regret, the Carthagin
ians sent their children within the given time; and soon af
ter the consuls landed at Utica, deputies waited upon them to 
know what further the senate might require. The consuls, 
who had express directions to destroy Carthage, were not a 
little perplexed at this ready submission. They now, how
ever, demanded the arms of the Carthaginians. These also 
were delivered up. The Carthaginians were then ordered to 
leave their city, and build another in any part of their territo
ries within ten miles of the sea. The deputies employed tears 
and lamentations to gain a respite from so hard a sentence; 
the consuls were inexorable; and with heavy hearts, they 
departed, to bear the gloomy tidings to their countrymen. 

The unfortunate Carthaginians, finding that the conquerors 
would not desist from making demands while they had any 
thing len to supply, prepared to resist with all the energr of 
despair. Those vessels of gold Ilnd silver which ministered to 
their pride, were converted into arms. The women parted 
with their ornaments for this sacred purpose, and even cut off 
their hair to make bow.strings. A general whom they had 
a short time before condemned for opposing the Romans, was 
taken from prison to lead their army; every thing Was done 
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which prudenee could suggest, or ingenuity devise; 80 that 
when the consuls arrived before the city, which they expected 
to find an easy conquest, they met with such resistance IS 

quite dispirited their forces. Several engagements were 
thoght before the walls, in which the assailants were repulsed; 
and the ROIIIIlII8 would have been compelled to retreat, with 
lOIII and dishonor, bot for the gallant conduct of the 80n of 
Emilius, (adopted IIOll or Scipio Afrieanus.) By his skill in 
drawing off his forces after a defea" and his taiflllt at inspirin~ 
new hopes, he quieted the murmurs whiclt' had aru.en in the 
camp. Pharneas, master of tbe Carthaginian horse,. thinking 
hia country absolutely ruined, deserted to the RomllRS; aDIl 
Scipio cut off all supplies by land at the same tUne that.he 
IIloekaded the harbor and stopped all relief by sea. He soon 
aftel' killed 70,000 men, and took 10,000 I'risoIaers, and hav
ing forced one of the gates, advanced to the forum. Greaa 
numbers fled to the citadel, and Scipio took posaeaioa of. 
city filled with heaps of dead and dying. Famine Co'lOIDpeUed 
the refugees in the citadel to surrender; the Cartha!'inian gen
eral gave himself up; but a few of the most resolute perished 
in the flam811 of the temple. This magnificent city, 24 miles 
in compass, was then set on fire by the mercileas conquerors, 
and continued burning 17 days.- The walls were demolislted ; 
the lands given to the friends of the Romans; the slaves pre
pared for the market; and the eonsuls, having completed their 
work of destruotion, struck dleir tents, and retumed home in 
triumph, B. C. 146. 

In the same year, Corinth, one of tbe cities of the Achaean 
League, having made war upon the Laeedemonians, was Ben
tenced to the same fate. So rich were its temples and dwel
lings, that it is said Corinthian brass became additionally pre
eious from the quantities of silver and gold melted down with iL 

Spain was soon after entirely subdued, and the Romans flOm 
this time began to look upon the world as their own, and to 
treat all who withstood their arms as revolters. The triumphs 
and spoils of Greece, Syria, Spain, and Africa introduced a 
taste fur !IIplendid expense; the ancient modesty, plainness, and 
severity or the Romans, were exchanged for avarice, luxury, 
and ostentation; and corruption commt'need its work in the 
commonwealth. 

* Tho~h Scipo wu obliged by the orden of Ibe _ale to demolieh the 
walla of Cart~e, yet he wept bitterly over the ~calllCene, e~ 
1!ia fean that Rome would *' lOme future day, pariah In a eimilar co ......... -
lion. 

I 
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on. Come1ia, daugbter of ScipiQ Af'ricanue, and wire of 
Gracchli. Tiberius Graccbus, was left a widow with twelve chil. 
dren, all of wbom died young, except three. '1'0 these chil. 
dren, she devoted berself with so mucb parental affection and 
greatness of mind, that though ber sonS were gifted above 
all their Roman contemporaries, education was said to ha,e 
contributed more to their perfections than nature. A lady wbo 
once visited her, having displayed her jewels, desired to see 
Cornelia's. She evaded the request till the return of her 
children from school, and then presenting Tiberius and Caiua 
to her visitor, exclaimed, "These are my jewels." And well 
did her children reward her care. Her daughter was married 
to Scipio the Younger, of whom we have already spoken; and 
her sons, beautiful, wise, eloquent, and virtuous, sacrificed 
their lives in attempting to stem the corruptions of the state, 
and preserve to Rome the freedom and simplicity which had 
given the world to her arms. Indeed, Cornelia is blamed for 
the untimely fate of her sons, because she fostered their ambi. 
tion. Plutarch says, that she used to reproach her sons that 
she was called the mother-in-law of Scipio, rather than the 
mother of the Gracchii. The first public act of Tiberius was 
an attempt to revive the Licinian law, which forbade any per· 
son to possess more than 500 acres of land. The distinctions, 
patrician and plebeian, had faded away into the still mole 
obnoxious classification, rich and poor. 

The poor, who percei ved at once the benefit to thernselvea 
of this law, sustained Tiberius, and inflamed his spirit by 
acclamations and blessings; the rich, who were thus called 
upon to surrender a part of their ill-gotten gains, opposed him, 
and represented that he desired to overthrow the constitution. 
But the eloquent Tiberius easily silenced their invectiv8lo 
The people gathered about him when he ascended the roe
trum, and pleaded for the poor in language such as this: 
"The wild beasts of Italy have their caves to retire to, but the 
brave men who spill their blood in her cause, have nothing 
left but air and light. Without any settled habitations, they 
wander from place to place with. their wives and children; 
and their generals do but mock them, when at the head of 
their armies, they exhort them to fight for their sepulchres 
and domestic gods; -for, among such numbers, there is not 
perhaps a Roman, who has an altar that belonged to his 
ancestors, nor a sepulchre in which their ashes rest." By 
these speeches were the minds of the poor inflamed; debate 
ripened into enmity, and enmity into sedition. The law was 
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paased; but Gracchus had made bimself too coDspiCUOOB b 
escape the malice of the rich. Attalus, king of Pergamus, 
dying, made the Roman people his beirs. Tiberius fOUDd 
here another opportunity to gratify his followers. He pro- I 
posed that the money 80 left, should be distributed among the 
poor for the purchase of fanning utensils. This bill produced 
greater disturbances than the other. Tiberius spoke elo
quently in its favor, but tbe patricians excited a mob, and one II 
of the tribunes struck the orator dead with a piece of a seat. , 
Not less than 300 of his followers shared a similar fate; 
many were banished, some put to death by the public execu-
tion; and all who supported his measures, were found guilty I 

of /iedition. 
Calu Caius, the other son of" Cornelia; who was but 

Gracehu. twenty-one at the time of his brother's death, refrain
ed from all 1nterference in political affairs for many years. 
During this time, he filled the office of qwestor in Sardinia, 
and discharged his duties with such ability, that the king of 
Numidia, sending a present of corn to the Romans, ordered 
his ambassadors to say that it was a tribute to the virtues or 
Caius Gracchus. The senate treated the embassy with con· 
tempt; and Gracchus, stung by the indignity, returned from 
the a!'my, and offered himself for tribune. The ricA united 
their forces to oppose him, but crowds came from all parts of 
Italy to support his election; and the Campus Martius, not 
being large enough to contain them, they gave their votes 
from the tops of houses. Being elected by a very large ma
jority, he prepared to avenge the death of Tiberi~ and carry 
out those reforms whioh would throw the weight of govem
ment into the popular scale. He procured the banishment of 
Pompilius, one of the murderers of his brother; he secured 
the passage of an edict by which the price of com was fixed 
at a moderate standard, and monthly distributions made to the 
poor--a ffieNl\ll'e which brought all the paupers in Italy to 
Rome. With his associate tribunes, he then proceeded 
to inspect the corruptions of the senate; and that body being 
found guilty of bribery, extortion, and the sale of offices, the 
power of judging magistrates was transferred to three kUfldred 
knighU, chosen for the purpose. The senators now hated him 
more than ever; and Scipio the Younger, who had opposed the 
measures of Gracchus, being found dead in his bed, it wu 
whispered about that Gracchus had murdered his own brother
in-law. To escape the odium thus heaped upon him, Grac
chus procured a decree for· rebuilding Carthage, and went 
himself with 6000 families to Africa. Several unfavorable 
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omens, however, dampened the zeal of the adventurers, and 
he returned to Italy within seventy days. Here he joined the 
party of Flaccus, in an attempt to pass the Agrarian law, and 
went with an armed crowd to the capitol. High words and 
blows ensued, and a.lictor was slain. Flaccus and Gracchus 
were summoned to appear before the senate, and answer for 
the murder. Instead of obeying the citation, they took poe
~on of Mount Aventine, with a body of adherents, and pro
claimed liberty to all the slaves who would join their party. 
This was considered open rebellion, and the consul immedi
ately surrounded the place with his forces. Flaccus was taken 
prisoner, and dragged to execution, while Gracchus made 
his escape ac1'Ol:'8 the Tiber. He took refuge in a grove dedi· 
cated to the Furies, Where he prevailed upon a slave to dispatch 
him. • Thus died Caius Gracchus about ten years after his 
brother, Tiberius; and thus by ambitious liv-, and untimely 
deaths, did the children of Cornelia so distingnish themselves, 
that to this day she is styled" the mother of the Gracchii." 
J rthIne Micipsa, king of Numidia, an ally of the Roman&, 
UWar. had brought up his nephew, Jugurtha, with his own 

SODS, Hiempsal and Adherbal. At his death he divided the 
kingdom equally among the three boys. Jugurtba murdered 
Hiempsnl, and was preparing to· seize Adherbal, when the 
young prince escaped to Rome, and laid his cause before the 
senate. Jugurtha, however, by rich bribes, turned aside the 
sword of justice, so that the successors of those men who would 
not look upon the presents of Pyrrhus, pocketed the gold of the 
wily African, and sent over commissioners to divide Numidia 
lM!tween him and the surviving son of Micipsa. Emboldened 
in crime, Jugurtha made war upon Adherbal as soon as he was 
established in his government, took him prisoner, and put him 
to death. The homicide was summoned to Rome to stand a trial. 
His gold enabled him again to elude his fate, and as he left the 
city, he exclaimed, "0, Rome, how readily wouldst thou sell 
tlr.Y8elf, couldst thou find a man rich enough to purchase thee." 

Another act of treachery, on the part of Jugurtha, engag
ed the senate in a war with him, which lasted five years. The 
glory of terminating, it fell to Caius Marius, t who fought 

• The consul bad offered its weight in gold for tbe bead of GraccbuB. 
The soldier who found biB body, cut off bis bead, carefully abmacted the 
braiJlll, filled the cavity willi lead, and received seventeen lb •• of gold for it •. 

t Caius Mariul was the son of poor parents in Arpi. He was a man of 
gigantic stature, great 8Irengtb, and undaunted bravery. He was an enemy 
or the patricians, and consequenLly the idol or 'he people. In bis fim con
II1llehip be defeated Jugurtha; in bie second, hI! enJol8ci a triumph for bav
in, cIo.ed the war in Africa; and in four succeeding conlulaliipa, distiJl. 
puhed himself by hie bravery and cruelty. 
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& battle with the UlUl'p8lj and took him ~ner. luprtha 
followed in the triumpb of Mariua, and was afterwards ataned 
to death in a dungeon. Thus ended the Jugurtbine war, B. 
C. 106. POMPEY and Cleno were born the same year. 

When .. Namidia 7 

CHAPTER VIII. 100. MAllY. 

Ihrlu ad 8111.. Cataline's Coupiraey. CruIu, POlD~, _d c-r. 
BeI&Ie 01 P~. Lepid.., Antony, imd Oc&aYiID. BaIlIe of AcIiaIL 
Aupa&1lI, Emperor. . 

In the year B. C. 90, the states of Italy having waited Ions 
in vain for the promiBed title and privileges of Roman citizeDs, 
united in an attempt to throw off their allegiance to Rome. 
Thia contest was marked by frequent and bloody battles; aud 
during its progress, Rome lost 800,000 lives. Marius aud 
8ylla· were bQlh officers in the army, but while the former 
daily lost popularity, the latter, by his free and easy manDe1'll, 
was gaining authority and friends. The Social War, as it was 
callei:\, was finally terminated by conceesi.ons on the part of 
the Romana, which satisfied the allies. 
Jlltbrldatlc Mithridates, king of Pontua, was one of the IIlOIIt 

War. formidable enemies Rome ever encountered. He 
was distinguished in early youth by his bodily strength and 
daring spirit; and in riper years, by the sagacity of a state. 
man, and the dignity of a monarch. He was also the greataIt 
echolar of his time, being abl~ to converse in twenty-two diC
ferent languages. The Romana, in their wars witb Antiochus 
and his successors, bad overrun a great part of the east, aDd 
stationed troops in various parts. Mithridates, as sovereign 
of Asia, commanded all the Roman legions to lea" his d0-
minions; but before they had time to do so, a dreadful m..a
ere was commenced, in whicb 80,000 perished. The islands of 
the Egean, with Athens, and several other cities of Greece, 
joined the standard of revolt. To avenge the blood of ber 
slaughtered 9itizens, to humble the power of Mithridates, and 
to bring back her provinces to their allegiance, now occupied 
the attention of Rome. Sylla was consul, but being absent 
from the city, Marius secured the appointment of commander 
in Asia. Sylla immediately marched to Rome with his 
army, orushed the opposite faction, drove Marius into banish-

• 8ylla wu the IOn o( a poor patrician, but gifted and ambilioWl. He 
took Jugurtba cap~ve, and contended (or the honor o( terminaLing the war 
in Atiica. For this, Marillll became hie illlplacable enemy. Sylla, NJIIIU' 
ad tb. partrician canae, and opposed the meuurel o( Marius wiih mccea. 
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ment, restored the authority of the l'I8nate, and departed with 
his army for the east. 
M' Marius, at the age of l'I8venty, baving been declared a 

an\l8. public enemy, eecaped from his pursuers in tbe mean
est disguise. Being driven into the marshes, he spent one 
night up to his chin in a quagmire. The next day he was 
taken and thrown into a prison. The governor of the place 
. sent a Cambrian slave to dispatch him. As the assassin ap
proached, Marius cried out in a stern voice, "Darest thou 
kill Caius Marius 1" The barbarian threw down his sword, 
and rushing out of the dungeon, declared he could not kill 
him ! The governor, thinking this an omen in the unhappy 
exile's favor, set him at liberty. After many toils and dan
gers, Marius landed in Africa, and musing on the instability of 
earthly grandeur, went and seated himself among the ruin!! of 
Carthage. After wandering about for several months, like a 
wild beast hunted from his thicket, he heard that Cinna, the 
consul, had overcome the Syllian faction, upon which he sailed 
for Italy. Retaining the miserable robe which he had worn 
during his misfortunes, with untrimmed beard and solemn 
countenance, he WE'nt round among the smaller states, and 
having collected a horde of robbers and semi-barbarians, ap
proached Rome. The defenceless senate sent out ambassa
dors to beg that matters might be accommodated in a peacea
ble manner. Marius seemed willing to grant their request, 
but said, that having been banished by a public decree, he 
could not enter the gates till it was revoked. The frightened 
citizens undertook to authorize his return, but scarcely had 
they begun to vote, when he marched into the city, sword in 
hand, and massacred without remorse or pity, all who had 
ever been obnoxious to him. His barbarians, infuriated by 
the sight of blood, rushed on like wolves to the carnage, spar
ing neither age, sex, nor rank. For five days and nights the 
slaughter was continued; the streets of 'Rome were deluged 
with blood, and the grim monster, enjoying the miseries of his 
country, gazed with savage delight upon the heads which were 
ranged in the forum for his special gratification. W hen his 
vengeance was thus fully satisfied, he made himself consul for 
the seventh time, without the formalities of a public assembly. 
He, however, enjoyed the power he had enslaved his country 
to gain, only seventeen days. Worn out with wars and ex
cesses" bis faculties began to fail; and the intelligence tbat 
ByUa was returning with a victorious army, filled bis mind 
with inquietude. "He died," says the h~orian, "with tho 
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chagrin of an unfortunate wretch who had !}Ot obtained what 
he wanted." 

When Sylla passed through Greece, on his way to 
Bylla. meet Mithridate&, every city except Athens sent tokens 
of submission. To this place, therefore, the Roman advanced 
with his troops. His impatience to return led him to push the 
siege with the greatest vigor. He used a multitude of war
like engines, and when wood failed, the sacred groves of the 
Academy and Lyceum fell beneath the soldier's ax. To supply 
his troops with money, he sent for the treasures of Delphi and 
Olympia, which the Amphictyons, with many tears, surren
dered. Poor Athens who had suffered so much from wars, 
tyrannies, and seditions, was now seized with her last agonies. 
Within was famine, without was the sword. The city was 
finally taken by a night assault. No computation can be 
made of the numher of the slain; but ancient writers tell us 
that the blood flowed through the gates, and overspread the 
suburbs. Sylla at length gave orders to stop the carnage, 
saying, that he " forgave the living for the sake of the dead." 

In Beotia, Sylla defeated the general of Mithridates, and 
having concluded a peace with that renowned king, hastened 
home to meet again the Marian faction. No sooner had he 
landed in Italy, than the shattered remains of his party flocked 
to his standard; Crassus and Pompey threw their influence 
upon his side, while Scipio and young Marius took the field 
against him. In a great battle that ensued, Marius was 
entirely defeated. The contest lasted till late at night, and 
the morning sun arose upon more than 50,000 bodies of vic
tors and vanquished, promiscuously heaped in death. SyUa 
entered Rome like a conqueror at the head of his army. 
ImmeQiatelyafter, he caused 8000 of those he esteemed his en
emies to be shut up in a large house and massacred, while he was 
addressing the people; and when the senate, amazed at the 
horrid outcries of the victim, inquired if the city was given up 
to plunder, the vindictive consul informed them, with an un
embarrassed air, that the sounds they heard, were only the 
shrieks of some criminals who were punished by his order. 
The next day, he proscribed forty senators and 1600 knights; 
and so, day after day, the work of death went forward; a pub
lic list of the doomed being made out, and a reward offered for 
the heads of those who succeeded for a time in eluding their 
pursuers. Sylla next depopulated those Italian states which 
had joined the Marian faction, and parceled out their 1BDd& 
among his veteran troops. The office of dictator, which had 
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not _n conferred upon any inwvidual for 120 years, he now 
assumed without limit as to time; and thus the government of 
Rome, having passed through the various forms of monarchy, 
aristocracy; andt democracy, seemed settled at last in despot
ism. C1'888U8 employed himself in buying up the effects of the 
JH'08Cribed; Pompey put away his wife, to marry the dicta
tor's step-daughter; and Julius ClEStlr, to evade a similar 
requisition, exiled himself from the city. Sylla spared his 
life, but remarked, "there are many Marius' in Julius Creaar." 
How great was the surprise in Rome, when, one day the 
sanguinary dictator appeared before the people, resigned his 
power, divested himself of his official robes, offered himself 
for public trial, and sending away his lictors, continued to walk 
in the forum unattended and alone. At the approach of 
evening, he retired to his house, the people following him in 
respectful silence. Of all that great multitude whom he had 
robbed of relatives and friends, not one was found hardy 
enough to reproach or accuse him; his act of abdicRtion hav
ing, as it were, thrown a veil over the enormity of his crimes. 
He died not long after, at his country seat, leaving the follow
ing inscription for his tomb: "Here lies Sylla, who was 
never outdone in good offices by a friend, nor in acts of hostil-
ity by his enemy." . 
Pom y'B After the death of Sy11a several years of Caction 
Elt~\8. and animosity ensued, till finally the question of" who 
should be gre8test," seemed to settle upon C1'888US and Pom
pey; the former,. celebrated Cor his vast wealth, which he 
employed in Ceasting the multitude at public tables, and buy
ing comforts for the poor; the latter, distinguished by his 
splendid victorie& in Spain, by his address in terminating 
the Servile War, t and by his success in overcoming 
the Illyrian pirates. Tbe consul, Lucullus, the personal 
friend of Sylla, had been carrying on the war in Asia during 
eight years. Such was his vigor and ability, that Mithrid,des, 
after repeated defeats, was compelled to fly to his son-in-law, 
Tigranes, king of Armenia. Lucullus pursued him into that 
country, and gained two victories; but the mutinous dispo
sition of his soldiers embarrassed his efforts, and his enemies 
at home persuaded the people that he protracted the war on 

• CraaBus had increased a small eBtate to the value of 17,500,000. 

t A company of gladiators broke away from their fencir.g sc:hool and en
listing fugitive Blaves kept all Italy m alarm three years. 'fhlB was called 
the "Servile War." Both CmS8US and Pompey claimed theg\ory oftenui
IUlting it. 
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account or the wealth to be pined from it, aad he wu COJl88o 

quently recalled.-
At this juncture, the friends of Pompey propoeed a law, 

"That all the armies of the empire, with the government of 
all Asia, and the management of the war against Mithridatee, 
should be committed to him alone." The question was warm
ly discussed, and the motion would have been 1081 but fOl' the 
eloquence of Cicero. The law was passed by all the tribes, 
and Pompey departed for Asia, B. C. 67. When the Roman 
general arrived at the seat of war, he found that Mitbridates 
had retrieved his loeses, and secured the various passes and 
strong holds of the country. Pompey's first measure was to 
drive the enemy out of Asia Minor, by garrisoning all the 
maritime towns from Tyre to Byzantium. He then advanced 
to attack the camp of Mithridates in Armenia. The Pootian 
king stood a siege of forty-five days, and then efiecteci a 
retreat. Pompey overtook him again near the Euphrates. 
An engagement ensued by night. The Romans were victo
rious. Mitbridates escaped. with 800 horse, but no sooner 
did he reach the open plain, than even this small remnant 
fled, leaving him with only three attendants. At the castle 
of Inora, the wretched fugitives stopped, and there Mithri
dates bestowed. his treasures upon all who joined him, taking 
care to furnish each of his friends with a quantity of poison, 
that they need not fall alive into the hands of the enemy. 
The unfortunate monarch, bearing that his son-in-law had 
made alliance witb the Romans, directed his flight to Colchis ; 
Pompey pursued him; and the king, finding every where the 
terror of tbe Roman name, sought shelter among the barbar
ous Scythian&. Aner two years' war witb these savage 
tribes, without gaining any tidings of his enemy, Pompey turn
ed his face to the south, animated, like Alexander, with the 
hope of extending his conquests to the ocean which surrounds 
the worl~. Having subdued Syria, he entered. Judea. Aria
tobulus, the usurping priest, converted the venerable temple at 
Jerusalem into a citadel for his soldiers, and resisted the pow
er of the Romans three months: 12000 Jews were slain, and 
the place was finally tnken. Pompey entered the sanctuary 

t Tbe aecount of tbe wealth brougbt borne by Lucullu8 8eems almo.t 
incredible. He exhibited in bis trium"h, a statue of Mithridates in lllIUIIIy 
gold; and mulel. loaded with ingoll, followed bie car. He took no part in 
public affairs after hi. return. but devoted himself 10 tbe adorning of his 
villas with all the curious works of 8cience and art which he had collected 
in the e8l&. It was nothing uncommon for him to spend toooo on one 
tupper. 
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with miDsled curiosity and reverence; he even ventured into 
the Holy of Holies, and gazed upon thoee sacred mysteriee 
which none but the hi!b-prieets were ever permitted to behold. 
Respecting, however, the feelings of the Jewll, he left the holy 
tbift88 unprGf8lled; and having restored Hyrcanius lO the 
priesthood, puaued his way to Arabia Petnea. In the course 
of his march he had received the submission of twelve kings. 

B. C. 63. Catalina'. Conspiracy. 

While Pompey W88 thus extending the empire of Rome 
over all the eaatem world, the commonwealth had been 
brought to the brink of ruin, by the machinations of a few 
dissolute noblemen, who having "wasted their fortunes with 
riotous living," were determined to revolutionize the govern
ment, seize the lucrative offices, and reign together, each a 
Sylla. At the head of the conspiracy, W88 Lucius Qataline, a 
patrician of the most fascinating manners, the most daring 
courage, and the most diabolical cruelty. In the bloody 
scenes of his youth, he took an active part; having been 
qumstor to Sylla, to please whom he murdered his own brother • 
.Associated with him, were many persons of rank and fortune. 
Lentulus and Cethegus, members of distinguished families; the 
two Syllas, nephews of the dictator; and othel'B of equal celebri.
ty, were leaden of the plot. It was proposed to enlist the vet
eraD8 of SyUa, and the fragments of his party about Italy; 
&0 kill the whole senate, and set the city on fire in a hundrell 
plaees at once; while Cataline, coming down from Etruria 
.vitia his army, should subdue the minor.towns, and take mi}.. 
ituy possessioo of Italy. As a preparatory measure, Cicero, 
the eoDlllll, W88 to be assassinated in his bed. Scarcely , how
ever, was this plan or action settled by the conspirators, when 
every particular was related to Cicero, by a woman who had 
p8l'11Uaded her lover to reveal the secret The consul iJnm&. 
diately convened the senate, and warned tbern of the impend
ing danger. Cataline also took his accustomed aeat with that 
august Dody, and asserting his innocence, o&red securities for 
his good behavior. Cicero, however, assailed him with a 
torrent of invective; and the guilty Cataline after vainly 
endeavoring to counteract the etreet of the orator's eloquence, 
rushed out of the senate hOUll8, threatening destruction to all 
that opposed him. He left the city that night to bring his 
army to the gates of Rome. Cicero secured the other con. 
spirators, and having obtained sentence against them, caused 
them to be strangled in prison. Cataline, hearing q.a~ .. it 

33 
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accomplicee were . no more, attempted to fly, but fiDctiDg that 
the puaee were alleeeurecl, he tamed like a lion at lIay upon 
bis pursuen. A fierce battle was fought in Etruria. CataliDe 
died, sword in band, and most of his followers imitated hie 
example. The plaill88 of Cicero were now the theme of 
every panegyrist, and by the advice or Cato, he was styled the 
"Father of his Country." 
Pompey'8 To return to Pompey. Scarcely bad he pitched 
lri_pII. his camp in Petrma, when he received the following 
letter from Asia Minor: "Mithridates is dead. He killecl 
himself upon the revolt of bis BOn, Pharnaces. Pharnaces 
has seized all that belonged to his father, which he declares 
he has done for himself and the Romans."· The campaign 
being thus terminated, the BOldiers gave loose to their joy, and 
Pompey made arrangements for settling immediately the af
fairs of Asia, and returning home witb the laurels of a con· 
queror. Rome had SC6rcely recovered from the distress into 
which the conspiracy of Cataline had thrown her, when she 
was again agitated by the intelligence that Pompey, like Syl. 
la, was returning at the head of his victorious legions. The 
alarm of the senate was however changed to admiration, 
when tbe conqueror of Mithridates arrived at Brundusium, 
and disbanding his army, journeyed to Rome in the. humble 
garb or a private individual. The whole city met him with 
acclamations; a triumph was immediately decreed, and never 
bad Rome witnessed such grandeur and magnificence as were 
then displayed. Captive princes walked in his train; treasures 
and trophies adorned his chariot; and a sum of mooey equal 
to .18,000,000 was deposited in the treasury of the common
wealtb. He soon aner erected a temple to Minerva, with an 
inscription containing a IIUmmary of his deeds. He said that, 
"he had -finished a war of thirty years; had vanquished, slain, 
and taken, 2,188,000 men; sunk or taken 846 ships; reduced 
1588 towns and fortresses, and subdued all the countries be
tween lake Mc:eris and the Red Sea." He had before extend
ed his conquests in Africa to the Great Sea, and stretched the 
Roman dominions in Spain to the Atlantic; his first triumph 

• After PompeY'8 dl'pal'ture, Mithridatea retumed to Pontua, and made 
himaelfm88ler of several placet!; Phamacee, however, rebelled against him, 
in favor of the Roman.. The unhappy king lenl to his BOn, o8"eriug to re
sign the crown, if he would aid him In making hie elcape. '1'he IIDnalUr8l 
BOD bade the slave to tell his fatber that death was now all thaJ remained 
for him. Thu8 cut 08" Rom every hope, the wretched monarch lW!embled 
bito wivee, and presenting a cup of poison, bade them choose between death 
and captivity. 'rogether they drank the fatal draught, and together'they 
died in the palace of the Pontian kings. 
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bad been for Arrica, his second for Europe, and now his third 
was for Asia; 80 that when he threw aside his armor, and 
clQthed himself in the unostentatious robe of a Roman citizen, 
he deserved, both for his achievements and his moderation, the 
title of POMPEY THE GREA.T. 

Firat Triumvirate. B. C. 59. 

Pompey was the most powerful man in Rome, and the idol 
of the army. Crassus was the richest man in ti)l'l state, and a 
favorite of the senate. Both were candidates for the highest 
offices of the republic. At this juncture, when the suffrages of 
the Roman people seemed vibrating between the two strong 
attractions of gold and glory, Julius Cresar· retumed from his 
prretorship in' Spain. It was the time for electing consuls, 
and perceiving that if he gained the influence of one of these 
great men, he made the other his enemy of course; he set 
about reconciling them. Having procured an interview be
tween the rivals, he showed them the benefit of a union of 
interests, and finally engaged them in a combination by which 
it was agreed that nothing should be .done in the commonwealth 
without their mutual concurrence and approbation. This was 
called the FIRST TRWMVJRATE. t To cement this union, 
Cresar gave his daughter, Julia, in marriage to Pompey, though 
she had long been affianced to Marcus Brutus; and both Cras
sus and Pompey sustained the nomination of Cmsar for the 
consulship. He was successful, and then they ratified all his 
acts. The triumvirate next agreed to share the world between 
them. Pompey chose Spain and Italy; for being already at 
the pinnacle of military fame, he wished to remain in Rome. 
Crassus selected Syria and the East, because those provinces 
generally enriched their governors; and to Cresar were left 
the unconquered territories of the Gallic tribes; but as these 

. promised little more than a harvest of danger, his command 
was granted for five years. The obedient senate and the 
misguided people sanctioned all these arrangements, and Cm
sar soon after marched to the north with six legions. During 
the summer, he pushed his conquests among the barbarous 

• This utraordin~ man belonged to one of the most ancient and hon
orable families in Rome. Hia aunt, Julia, was the wife of Marius, and he 
himself married the daughter of Cinna. He was of a fair compleoOD, and 
delicate constitution i but ambition and early es:p0sur8 enabled bim to en
dure great f'atigue. Such was hill capacity for 6U11ine .. , that he could dic
tete four lettera at the same time. 

t Soon after the triumvirate was formed, Cicero was driven into e:Ule for 
having put Cataline'. accomplices to death, and Cato wu .ent on an up&
diuon 10 Cypru •• 
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tribes inhabiting Gaul, Britain, and Germany; and every 
winter he returned to Cis-alpine Gaul, and passed the aeaaoa 
very agreeably with friends who came from Rome to see him. 
At one time there were in his camp 120 lietors, waiting upon 
their masters, and 200 senators honoring him with their IUIIi
doities. At the end of five years, Cl'888U8 and Pompey Yisited 
him, and agreed to get his command continued five years 
longer, while he sent money to Rome to bIly votea for their 
election to th8 coDSUlship. 

B. C. 54. This year Crassus departed for the east. The 
people, who understood that he in~nded to make war upon 
their allies, the Parthians, were very much displeued; and 
when he went out or the city,one of the tribunes devoted him, 
and all who should follow bi~ to the infernal gPd& Und". 
mayed, however, by this dreadful denunciation~ Crassus oon· 
tinued his course, and lo.nding in A&ia Minor~ soon OTerran aD 
Mesopotamia. He plundered the temple at Jerusalem, and took 
up his winter quarters in Syria. The next spring ne set out 
for Parthia, but trusting an Arabian chief for guide, his forces 
were led over dry and sandy plains, where neither stream, nor 
plant, nor tree, appeared; and finally, surrounded by an ac
tive enemy in the midst of a hostile country, they all perished, 
except Caius Cassius, and a band of 500 horse. The head and 
right hand of Crassus were cut off, and sent to the Parthian 
king. Cesar extended the power of Rome far to the north. 
It would be tedious to enumerate all his exploits. Suffice it to 
say, that "in less than ten yeal'lil, he took 800 cities, con
quered 300 nations, fought 1000 battles, killed 1,000,000 
of men, took as many more prisoners, crossed over to Britain 
twice, and subdued all the tribes from the Meditetranean sea 
to the German Ocean.u The laurels of Miltiades would not 
allow Themistocles to sleep; and the ~raises of C1Il8D.J' had a 
similar effect upon Pompey. By the death of Crassus, they 
were left the sole competitors for supreme authority; and the 
decease of Julia broke the tender tie which had bound them 
together. Pompey effected the recall of Cicero, gained the 
favor of the stern Cato, and seeming to feel a deep anxiety for 
the welfare of the commonwealth, -proposed that CIIlSILI' should 
be required to disband his army. Cresar's friends urged that 
the republic had more to fear from the unlimited authority of 
one, than from the conflicting interests of ttDo, and therefore 
insisted that the rivals should both reBign, or both retain their 
power; but Pompey, who was enjoying the dignity of sole 
consul, would not agree to this proposition. The _nate, who 
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were in Pompey'll interest, passed a decree requiring Caar to 
lay down his military power within a given time, under penal. 
ty of being declared an enemy to hill country. ARtonyatlci 
Ca88iw "eloed. tlae bill. The senate then had recourse to their 
highest prerogative, and directed the consuls "to provide for 
the safety of the commonwealth." Pompey was appointed 
commander.in.chief of the armies of the republic. Antony 
and Cassius, thinking their lives in danger, fled to the camp of 
CIlBSar. 
Cresar passes That general perceiving that the time had come 
tbe Rubicon. to decide whether he should submit to Pompey, or 
Pompey to him, immediately broke up his camp in Cis-alpine 
Gaul, and marched towards Rome. He paused upon the banks 
of the Rubicon,- as if impressed with terror at the greatness 
of his enterprise. "If I pass this river," said he, "what 
miseries shall I bring upon my country; but if I now stop 
short, I am undone." At last, with an air of stem resolve, he 
plunged into the water, exclaiming, "The die is cast!" and 
was promptly followed by his soldiers. "On his march," sayll 
Plutarch, "as if war had opened wide its gates, not ind.ivid.u
alB were seen as on other occasions, wandering about Italy, 
but whole cities, broken up and seeking refuge by flight." 
Most of the tumultuous tide flowed towards Rome; and that 
city was so filled with agitation and alarm, that the consuls 
were unable to discharge the solemn trust of their office. 
Pompey, who had all along assured the senate that" he could 
raise an army with a stamp of the foot," was now overwhelm
ed by censures from every side. He could ~ no certain 
intelligence of CIBIIar'S motions, but was continually embar. 
rassed by terrifying reports. After vacillating some time be
tween hopes and fears, the conqueror of Mithridates left Rome 
for Capua, where two legions, formerly in C~sar's service, 
were stationed. The greatest part of the senate, and his own pri
vate friends and dependents, accompanied him.; and all ranks 
of people followed him some distance, with outcries and good 
wishes. Cmsar, knowing that Rome would fall to the con· 
queror, did not take that city in his way, but pursued Pompey 
to Capua. Pompey retired to Brundusium, and embarked for 
Greece. Cmsar, being unable to follow him for want of ship • 

• This was a little river which the Romans had ever considered the _red 
boundary of their domeltic empire. The aenate had caUled to be engraven 
on atone, and let up by the lide of the Itream, an edict, devoting to the In
femal gods, and branding with the crime of aacrilege and parricide, any 
penon who ahollld preaume to JIIIII &he Rubiccm wi&h an army, a legion, or 
even a lingle cohort. 

8S- • 
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ping, returned to Rome with the glory of bUing reduced Italy 
m .my days, without spilling a drop of blood. He treated all 
who surrendered with the greatest kindness, telling them that 
be came not to destroy the liberties of his country, but to re
store them. 
ClHar loea Securing the treasures of Rome, he now detemillled 

10 IlpaiD. to deprive Pompey of the assistance he expected from 
Spain. Accordingly, having refreshed his men, be led them 
once more a long and fatiguing march across the Alps, through 
dense forests, and over rapid rivers, into Spain; and when we 
consider that every soldier carried 60 lbs. weight of annor, 
and ten days' provision, we must admire the address of a maa 
who could, under such circumstaDces, retain the allegiance of 
his army. ClBS&rs success equaled his expectations. In forty 
clays, he subdued all Spain, and dil'missed his vanquished ad
yersaries, the richer and the happier for having been con· 
quered. When tbe victor arrived at Rome, he was received 
with demonstrations of joy, and created dictator and consul. 

. While ClIlsar was thus employed, Pompey WIll 
o,racchium. equally active in Greece. All the monarchs of the 
east declared in his favor; crowds came from Italy to join bis 
army; and Cicero and Cato, the kllOwn advocates of freedom, 
aecured for his cause the sanction of the good throughout the 
world. Cmsar, resolving to tenniDate the conftict ad soon II 
possible, aner much difficulty and danser, succeeded in f.r8DIo 
porting bis troops to Epirus. A battle was fought at Dyrae. 
chium, in which Pompey had the advantage; but neglecting 
to make his success complete by seizing the camp, CIIlSar re
marked, "This day the victory had been the enemy's, lwl 
their general known how to conquer." The scan:ity of pro
Tisions soon after compelled CIIlsar to remove to Tbessaly. 
Pompey's soldiers immediately cried out with one voice, 
" ClIlsar is fled!' Some called upon their general to pursoe; 
others advocated his return to Italy; others sent their servants 
to Rome to hire houses near the forum; and not a few went 
over to Lesbos to congratulate Cornelia, the wife of Pompey, 
on the conclusion of tbe war. Pompey, however, thought it 
best to pursue ClIlsar, and wear bim out with famine; but 
when he overtook bis rival upon the plains of Pharsalia, be 
8uffered himself to be overruled, and orders were COJI88o 
quently given to prepare for battle. 

B. C. 48. Baule or PhanaUL ifi/' 
CE8IU', who had in vain used every art, to bring on a 8IJo 

pgemeQt, was preparing early in the morning to bleak his 
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camp, when hla acouts brought intelligence that tbe enemy 
were handling arms, flII if getting roady for an attack. Upon 
this news, Cresar joyfully exclaimed, "The long-wished-for 
day is come when we shall fight with men, and not with fa
mine." The red mantle was immediately displayed before 
his pavilion, and the soldiers, with the greatest alacrity, har
nessed for the battle. Cresar, to obviate his want of cavalry, 
had trained six cohorts to fight between the files of horsemen, 
not by discharging their javelins, according to the usual cus
tom, but by aiming directly at the visages of the enemy; "For 
those fair young dancers," said he, "will fly to save their 
handsome faces." The plain of Pharsalia was now covered 
with men, and horses, and arms; and the two generals walked 

. from rank to rank, animating their soldiers with prospects of 
victory. It was a fearful sight to see the same arms on both 
sides, troops marshaled in the same manner, the same stan
dards, the same fierce Roman countenances; in short, the 
flower and strength of the same city turned upon itself. On 
one side, Pompey prepared to do battle against the man whom 
be had raised to power; on the other, Cresar stood rendy to 
tear the laurel from the brow of the husband, whom his de
parted darling, Julia, had loved better than life. The word, on 
Pompey's side, was "Hercules the Invincible ;" that on Cre
ear's, "Venus the Victorious." Cresar's soldiers rushed on 
with their usual impetuosity, but perceiving the eDemy standing 
motionless, they stopped short in the midst of their career. A 
terrible pause ensued, in which both sides, being near enough to 
recognize the countenances of their assailants, continued to gaze 
upon each other with dreadful serenity; at length, Creear's 
men, having taken breath, ran furiously forward, first dis
charging their javelins, and then drawing their swords. Pom
pey's infantry sustained the attack with great resolution, and his 
cavalry charging at the same time, Cresar's men began to give 
ground. At this moment, Creear's six cohorts advanced, and 
the cavalry, just spurring on to victory, received an immedi
ate check. The unusual method of fighting pursued by the 
cohorts, their aiming at the faces of the enemy, and the horrible 
disfiguring wounds they made, stopped the career of the 
"handsome dancers," and caused ~em to fly in great disorder. 
The cohorts then attacked the infantry in flank, and fresh 
troops coming 'up in front, that body also began to waver, upon 
which Creear called out, "Pursue the strangers, but spare the 
Romans." The fight had continued from break or day till 
BOOn; the soldiers were faint and weary; but Cresar, think-
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~ hia victory not complete, summoned his men from the pur
BUlt of the fugitives to storm the camp. 
Pompey'. As for Pompey, no sooner bad be seen the fate of 

lI;gb&. his cavalry, than he quitted the ranks like one d~ 
ed, and without considering that he was Pompey the Great, or 
making any effort to rally his men, retired, step by step, to his 
tent, where he sat down without saying a word. He was 
aroused by intelligence that the enemy)lad commenced the 
work of plunder; "What," cried he, "into my very camp. 
too 7" No time was to be lost. Silencing his vain regrel8, 
and hastily exchanging his armor for a disguise more suitable 
to his present circumstances, he took his solitary way through 
the delicious vale of Tempe, wrapped up in such thoughts 88 

a man might be supposed to have, who had been accustomed 
for thirty-four years to conquor, and now felt for the first 
time the mortification of defeat j as one who had lately seen 
himself guarded by fieets and armies, and now was 80 meanly 
attired that his enemies passed him by as of no consequence. 
He threw himself upon the greund, took his evening draught 
from the river Peneus, and passed the night in the hut of a 
poor fisherman. The next morning, he embarked in a small 
ship, and sailed for Lesbo&, where Cornelia was waiting till 
he should come and take her in triumph to Rome. When 
a mesaenger told Cornelia that her husband had arrived with 
only one ship, and that not his own, she ran down to the shore 
with tears and lamentations, and rell fainting into his ILI1II8. 

A few friends speedily assembled, and embarked with the fugi
tive pair for Asia Minor. They coasted along for aeveial 
days, uncertain where to land, and fearing lest every ally 
should prove an enemy; finally, Pompey, who had been a 
benefactor of Ptolemy Auletes, decided on going to Egypt. 
The vessel came to anchor off the coast, while Pompey sent a 
message to the young king, imploring protection. The cor
rupt ministers of the Egyptian court, thinking it equally un
safe to receive or refuse him, proposed that he should be in· 
vited on shore and slain. 
End of Porn- In pursuance of this treacherous design, Sap

pey the Great. timius, formerly a centurion in Pompey's army, 
and Achilles, master of tbe Egyptian horse, embarked in a 
small galley, and rowed off toward the ship. The meanDeaI 

of the preparations excited the suspicions of the Romans; but 
Achilles coming up, welcomed Pompey to Egypt with great 
cordiality, and apologised for his little boat, by saying that the 
shallows pr:ev~ted the sailing of a larger one. After tenderly 
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embracing Cornelia, Pompey stepped into the 8&11ey with only 
two attendants. The most profound silence reigned, till Pom
pey, recollecting the face of Septemius, remarked, "Methinks, 
friend, you and I were once fellow-soldiers together." Septi
mius nodded his head without saying a word. In this manner 
they neared the shore; and Cornelia, who had never loat sight 
of the bark and its precious freight, began to breathe more freely 
when she saw the people crowding down to the beach, as if 
anxious to welcome her husband's arrival; but the iDstant 
Pompey. rose, Septimius stabbed him in his back, and Achilles 
immediately seconded the blow. At this horrid sight, Cor
nelia shrieked so loud as to be heard from the shore; but the dan
ger she herself was in, did not allow the marinera time to look 
on; and a favorable wind springing up, they escaped tbe pur
suit of the Egyptian gaUeys. Pompey's murderers baving 
cut off hit; head, caused it to be embalmed as a present for 
Cmsar; his body was thrown naked on the strand, II. spectacle 
for tbe idle or curious; his faithful freed-man, however, kept 
near it, and when the crowd had dispersed, washed it in the 
sea. Then gathering the wrecks of a fishing-boat, he com
posed a pile, and prepared to bum it. While thus piously 
employed, he was joined by an old Roman soldier, who begged 
for "the last sad comfort of assisting at the funeral of the 
bravest general Rome ever produced." Together they stood 
on that inhospitable shore, watching the flame till it died 
away; and then, collecting the ashes of tbeir beloved master, 
scraped with their hands a little mound of earth over,them, 
where afterwards this inscription was placed: "He whose 
merits deserve a temple, oan now scarce find a tomb." Such 
was tbe end, and such the funeral of POMPEY THE GREAT-8. 
man who preserved a spotless character in the midst of ass0-

ciates plunged in rapine and massacre; whose virtues were ob
scured by the faults of the triumvirate, but whoae melan
choly and undeserved fate converts all censure of bis weak. 
nesses into compassion for his misfortunes. 
Clellar Cmsar gave liberty to the Thessalians in gratitude for 
apin. the victory at Pharsalia, and tben pursued Pompey to 
Egypt. He landed at Alexandria with a select body of troops, 
and soon after, the young king's preceptors brought him the 
head and ring of Pompey. He turned away with horror from 
the ghastly countenance of his rival, but he took his signet 
and wept over it. On the spot where his humble grave bad 
been made, he ordered a magnificent tomb to be erected, and 
treated every friend of Pompey's with peculiar kindness. Tbe 
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attampta of Ceaaar to settle the succel!J8i.on to the throne 
Egypt in favor of Cleopatra, involved him in a difficult 
da:ngerous war with the Egyptians. He first suffered from 
attack in the palace; next, his enemies stopped the aquedu 
which supplied him with water; then he was forced to bu 
his own ships to prevent their being taken; and again he w 
near losing his life in a sea.fight, when, leaping into the wate 
he swam from one vessel to another, holding his Commen 
ries in one hand, and his coat of mail in his teeth. A 1'8' 

forcement arriving not long after, and Ptolemy being drown 
Cesar was enabled to establish Cleopatra upon the throne. 
The Egyptians submitted peaceably to her dominion, and Cm
sar himself, was completely captivated by her charms. Week 
after week, and month after month, he lingered in Alexandria, 
till the brave veterans who had followed his fortunes, boldly re
buked his conduct, and refused to accompany him in his ex· 
cursions with the Egyptian queen. From this inglorious ease, 
Cesar was aroused by intelligence that Phamaces, son of 
Mithridates, had seized upon Armenia and Colchis. He im· 
mediately marched against the rebel, and reduced him with 
such ease, that he wrote to Rome a letter, containing only 
three words, " Veni, "idi, "ici," (I -came, I saw, I conquered.) 
Having settled affairs in this part of the empire, gathered the 
revenues, and bestowed provinces upon his followers, Cmsar 
returned to Italy. During his absence, he had been created 
consul for five years, dictator for one year, and tribune for life. 
End of Pompey's party had, meantime, rallied in Africa, 
Cato. under Scipio, Cato, and Jub&, (king of Mauritania.) 

Scarcely, therefore, had Cesar laid aside his armor, when he 
was forced again to buckle it on, and embark for Africa. In 
the great b~ttle of Thapsus, he totally defeated his antagonists. 
Juba and his general killed each other in despair; Scipio was 
drowned in an attempt to escape by sea; so that ofall the lead. 
ers of that unfortunate party, Cato alone survived. After the 
battle of Pharsalia, this extraordinary man had led the 
wretched remnants of Pompey's army through burning deserts, 
infested by fiery serpents, to the city of Utica, where he 
formed the principal persons into a senate, and established a 
government according to his ideas of liberty. This city he 
attempted to defend against the whole force of Crear, but 
finding that the inhabitants were intimidated by the greatness 
of the undenaking, he resolved no longer to force them to be 
free. Having, accordingly, made arrangements for some of his 
friends to save themselves by sea, and directed others to rely 
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) rM~ CaIBar'. clementlY, he. ndred to his room, ol.niDg, 
a difr.II that aa to hilDllelt, he was at lMt victorious." He read in 
.,lato's Dialogue'conceming the soul, till put midnight, "hen 
thtll:Ae rell into a probmd sleep. Upon awaiting, and learning 
lltahlhat his friends had embarked, he ordered his attendantll to 
~:Ieave the room, and drawing his aword, gave himself a mortal 
luwerwound. As he rell upon the bed, he overturned a stand upon 
GJv which he had been drawing some geometrical figures; his fami
~ l' ly, hearing the noise, rushed in, and found him in the agonies of 
1l'1, death. "Cato," said Cresar, when he heard of it, "I envy 
!ht!l' thee thy death." 
~ll C d'ctato The war in Africa being thus terminated, Ce
ll> I eaar. I r. sar returned to Rome. He had conquered more 
eJ't countries than any of his predecessors, and his triumph was 
~I:. proportionably splendid. It lasted four days. The first waa 
,:;1 for Gaul; the second, for Egypt; the third, for Asia; and 
~, the fourth, for the conquest over Juba in Mrica. His veteran 
';~ soldiers, who had followed him from the frozen shores of the 
Hli Baltic, to the burning sands of Africa; who had shared his 
1 rri toils and dangers 13 years, now all scarred with wounds., ra. 
'0&\ ceived their honorable discharge, and accompanied him, 
~. crowned with laurel, to the capitol. To every soldier, he gave 
i' a sum equal to 8'700; double that sum to a centurion; and 
II four times as much to the superior officers. To every citizen, 
,. he gave ten bushels of corn, ten pounds of oil, and about t5 in 
iJ money. He feasted the people at 20,000 tables, and treated 
i'I them to BUCh games and shows of gla.diaWrs, as drew immense 
} crowds into the city. 

. The Romans, charmed with his munificence, seemed easer 
to find new methods of doing homage to their benefactor. 

~ He was created Magister Morum;- he received the titles of 
r. Emperor, and Father of his country; his person was declared 
~ sacred, and his statue was placed by the side of that of Jupiter 

in the capitol. While matters were going on thus prosper
ously at home, the sons of Pompey again renewed the war in 
Spain. It took ClBBar nine months to quell this revolt, and 
his danger was so great in one battle, that he observed, "he 
bad often fought for .m:tory, but this waa the first time he ever 
fought for life." One of the sons of Pompey was slain; the 
other collected a fleet, and made his home upon the sea. t 
Cesar by this last blow, subdued all his avowed enemies. 
He returned to Rome to beautify and adorn it, with all the 
. • Muter of the morals or the people. 

t AnIOD), bad taken ponenion or Pompey's h01lll8 in Rome. 
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W01'b which art could f'umiah, and all the treMI.U'e8 which 
different climes could bestow. Like Alexander, he ccmceited 
the project of' CODIIOlidatiDg all governments into one great 
empire. It W88 his intention to visit Parthla, avenge the 
death of CI'88IIU8, p888 through H yrcania, enter Scythi& alons 
the banks of the Caspian, cut his way through the untroddell 
f'oresta of Germany into Gaul, and so return to Italy. The 
II8Jl&te, with an adulation that marked the degeneracy of' the 
timea, continued to load him with.fresh honors. They called 
the month Quifltilu," July," after his name; they stamped 
money with his image;. they instituted sacrifices on his birth. 
day, and talked of enrolling him among the gods. One title, 
and one only, they denied him, and this title above all others, I 

ClBSar coveted. It W88 KniG. The crimes which the con
duct of the TarqWnii had attached to that name, the hatted of 
it which had conaequently been cherished in every Roman 
breast, made it more odious than all other names beside. Old 
men who had hailed SyUa, perpetual dictator, with joy; vet- I 

erans who had saluted Pompey, imperator, with enthusiastic 
acclamations; and young men who called Cesar, emperor, I 

fat1ter, god, were equally shocked with the thought of his 
being KING. 
End of Antony, at one of the public, festivals, offered Cmsar 
c-ar, a diadem; the multitude looked on in dejected silence; 
but when CIBI8l' refused the bauble, they rent the air with 
shouts. A few days after, CIBsar's statues were seen adorned 
with crowns. Two of the tribunes went and tore them oS; 
and the people applauded the deed, styling the independent 
magistrates, Brutuses; but Calsar called them lJrutu, and cJ. 
posed them from their offices. These, and similar acts, gave 
rise to a conspiracy, of which Caius Cassius W88 the head. 
Marcus Brutus, the son-in·law of Cato, and about sixty seDa
tors, were engaged in the plot. Brutus W88 descended £rom 
that Brutus who first gave liberty to Rome. He fought OIl 
Pompey's side in the battle of Pharsalia, but ClB8&r pardoned 
him, and loaded him with favors. It W88 agreed to carry the 
plot into execution on the irlu of MarcA, a day on which 
Calsar's friends proposed to invest him with the title of a., 
of all tile C01UJ1Im'ed countriu, while he should still be styled 
dictator in Italy. The augurs had warned him'to beware of 
the ides of March; and as his wife, the night before, dreamed 
he was 88888sinated in her arms, Cmsar bad 'determined not to 
go to the senate-house that day. One of the conspirators, 

• See lIIar1r. xii. 13-17. 
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however, came in, and 888Ul'ing him that the aeoate were 
waiting, prevailed upon him to c~ his resolution. As he 
went along, a Greek philoeopher handed him a paper con
taining the particulars of the plot, but Cmaar gave it to his 
88Cl'etary, without reading. As he entered the senate house, 
he met the augur; "Well, Spurina," said he, "the 'ides of 
March' . are come." " Yes," replied the augur, ""but not 
gone." No sooner had the dictator taken his seat, than the 
conspirators crowded around him; and one, on pretence of 
presenting a petition, knelt down and took hold of the bottom 
of his robe. Upon this signa4 Casca atabbed him in the 
shoulder. Cmaar instantly turned, and wounded the traitor' 
with his stylus. All the COllllpirators now drew their awords, 
and surrounded him in such a manner, that whichev8l' way he 
turned, he saw nothing but steel gleaming in his face, and 
met nothing but wounds. Still he defended himself; pushing 
IHIck olle enemy, throwins down a second, and wounding a 
thir~ till Brutus, coming up, thrust his dagger into his thigh. 
As if heart-broken with the cruel wound, the dying ClBsar 
exclaimed, "et tu Brute," <and Mou, 100, Brutus;} and, dis
posing his robe 80 as to fall with decency, sank down at the 
foot of Pompey's .statue, the base of which was all dyed with 
bis blood. 
~ of die There the mangled body lay,while Brutus, rais-

eOll8plratol'a. ing his gory dagger, called on Cicero to rejoice 
in his country's liberty, and ascending the tribunal began to. 
harangue the senators; they all fled, nowever, in such haste 
and dismay, that their lives were endangered in the throns. 
Brutus and the reet of the conspirators, marched to the capitol, 
and garrisoned the place with a band of gladiators. Next day 
Brutus made a speech to the people, and congratulated them 
upon their freedom; while Antony and Lapidus, taking poBIe&
sion of the forum, convened the senate to decide whether ea,.. 
8&r had been a lawful magiltrate, or a tyrannical usurper. To 
atop commotions, to 8&ve Coofi.scations and executions, this au· 
gust body, appr~d. aU tke act8 of CfUM, and yet granUd a 
genera) parrlon to his murderers • . Antony, however, being 
determined to ride into power on the waves of popular c0m
motion, brought out the body of CIBsar for burial, and having 
read the dictator's will, in which every citizen was munificent. 
ly remembered, he 80 excited the minds of the people, that they 
tore up the benches, an~ burned the body in the forum. Then 
snatching flaming brands from the pile, they ran to set fire to 
the houses of the conspirators, who lied frop! the city. ThO 

34 
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dealt o.at ,... proclaimed. p, di1'ine bonol'l were paW to 
hie JD8IIlOI'1, anc1 Idl altar was ereetell on the spot where hiB 
lIody was barned. While Antony was thus clethi8g bimaeH" 
with ~:Tor, theiDdiTidual before Wboee 8flbius "the star or bil • turDeli pale," appeared in Rome. Thie was 
OctaTiua Cmsar, grand-Ilephew of the late clietator. He had 
been in AtheDB at lICbool, but hearing of his uncle's dea~ 
huteDed over to Italy to claim his inheritance, and bestow 
legacies upon hie trienda. Antony, who WIllI uaing this mone"! 
to forward biB own plaua, was little pleased to he ealIed to an 
account; and when the IMmate set up the yoang Octavius for 
his rival, his rage knew no bounds. Cicero joined the party 
or OctaTiua; and the llenate paaed a decree, that Antony 
ehould resign biB government of Cis-alpine Gaul, and await 
their pleasure upon the banks of the Rubicon. Antony indig
nantly refused to obey. The senate declared him an enemy 
to Rome, and Bent Octavius against him. A· battle was fought, 
in which Antony was entirely defeated, and compelled to fly 
to Lepidus, in Further Gaul. This victory made Octavius too 
powerful. The lleb&te refused him a triumph and the COD8UI
lhip. Percei'ting that it was their intention to play him off 
against Antony, Octavius signified to that general and Lepi
dUs, his desire of an accommodation. The place appointed for 
the meeting 'Wall a Httle island in the Rhine, not far from the 
preeent town of Bologna. Tirey met as friends, and seated 
themaelves ill that alated spot, to settle a plan of operations 
'Which should give to them BOvereign power, Rnd enable'them 
to uiomph over their eB8IDies. 

S.ooncl Triumvirale. B. C. 43-

Barh\tt tIfe fatal three days whieh the oomere'Dee lasted, a 
lkCO'llltl TriumVitate was termed by Lepidus, Antony, and 
OctaYiDa; aDd there, with the world spread before them 88 a 
map, they divided kiDgdoma, deposed govemora, and proeeribo. 
... their fellow'CllizeDs, with the utmost composure .Antony 
-.aalO have Gaul; Lepidus, Spain; and Octavius, Africa aIKl 
1IIe islands or 1he Mediterranean. Italy and the eastern pro
ftDoes were to remain ill common, till the conspiratol'8 were 
'lUbdaed. The last article of this agreement, made Rome weep 
teai'B of blood. Each one preaented a list of his enemies for 
proecription. Lapidus gave up bis brother; Antony, his un. 
cle; and Octafius OODIIellted to sacrifice the immortal Cicero 
to the "!lseanoe of Antony; besides which 200 senatol'8 and 
2000 Imigbl8 were dooined to death. That was a dreadful 



LEPIDU8. ANTONY • .6.ND OCT4YIUS. ,91 

day for Rome, when the triumvin, IIUoBg in their uaio~ awl 
.tI'ong in the allegiance of the army, aentforth their _.m .. 
to seal with the blood of her citizens, the horrid compact made 
in the solitude of a desert island in Gaul. Nothing but cri. 
and lamentations were to be heard within the walls, acarce a 
house escaping withollt a murder. Cicero evaded hill plUSUr
era for some time, and put off to sea, but soon landed again, 
declaring that "he would die in the country he ~ad so often 
aaved." The assallSins of Antony found him, cut off his head 
and right hand. and pla.ced.them over that rostrum where he 
had 80 often declaimed upon the rights and privileges of .Ro
man citizens. Thus the pl'Ol!Cription went on; many escaped 
to Macedonia, where Rrutuil and CasaiQl! were raising an 
army to restore the ancient liberties of the republic; and 
some fled to Sextus Pompey, who covered the Mediterra
nean with his ships. At last, the vengeance of the triumviri 
seemed fully satisfied, and the executions being at aQ end, 
Octavius and Antony marched with their army to oppose the 
conspirators, leaving Lepidus to manage affairs in their ab
sence. 
Battle of B. C. 43. Brutus and Camus had, meantime, per. 
Philippi. suaded the Roman students in Athens to afm in the 
cause of freedom; auxiliaries alllO flocked to them from ~ace. 

. donia and Asia Minor, so that their army numbered twelve 
legions, and they could count upon supplies for protracting 
the war to any length of time. Antony and Octavius encoun
t.ered them at Philippi. The first engagement wu indecisive. 
Brutus put the troops of Octavius to flight, but Cassius Wall 
defeated and slain. Twenty days after Brutus was compelled 
again to give battle. His spirits were very much depressed, 
and a sad foreboding of his fate diminished his natural ardor.· 
He, however, led forward his troops and attacked the enemy 
with great fury. As before, he was successful where he com. 
manded in person, but the troops of Cassius. remembering 
their former defeat, fled before the impetuous charge of An. 
tony, and victory soon declared in favor of the triumvirs. 
Brutus, surrounded by his most valiant officers, fought for a 

* When Brotus was in Sardi., he was in the habit of waking at miclJllPt, 
and studying till moming. " One night," says Plutarch, "wilen the wliole 

, army lay in sleep and.llenoe, Brotua, tumiDg towards tae door, .w a hor
rible speotre standing silenlly by his side. • Art thou God or man l' _ 
the intrepid general. • I am thy evil g8Jli1lll, Brutu,' repliecl the plumtom; 
• thou wilt see me at Philippi.' When the apparition was gone, Brutus call· 
ed hi_ servants, but findiDg they had seen nothins, retlumed hi. mdiM. 
The night preceding this aecond baule of PhilippI, it is &aid the spectre 

• came again, and warned him of hia doom." 
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long time with amazing valor, and not till the son ofCato and 
the brother of C&I!8ius had fallen by his side, could he be per
suaded to leave the field. With much difficulty he escaped 
from his pursuers, and concealed himself under the shadow of 
a bending rock. A few friends gathered round, with whom 
he conversed for a time, upon the adversity which virtue suf
fers at the hand of fortune. He then retired to a little dis
tance, and having persuaded Strsto, his master in oratory, to '
hold his sword, threw himself upon it and expired. - Antony 
treated the body of Brutus with great respect, thrpw his own 
robe over it, and caused it to receive funeral honors. 
Di...,\ulion After the victories ~ P~ilippi, A!ltony passed 
of ~ TrI- through Greece and Asia Mmor, settlIng the reve
WDVlrate.- nues of the provinces and calling governors to ac

count, with the air of a sovereign. t But when the beautiful 
Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, came to Tarsus to answer f()l" hav
ing furnished supplies for the conspirators, the conqueror 
became a captive, and was led off' to Egypt in her chains.t 
Octavius returned to Rome, where he commenced a train of 
operations, which finally put him in possession of absolute 
power. He dispossessed the peaceful inhabitants or the fertile 
vales of Italy, and established his veteran soldiers in their 
habitations. The poet, Virgil, alone, of all the people of 
Mantua, was permitted to retain his patrimonial farm. A 
civil war, excited by Fulvia, wife of Antony, next distracted 
the Roman state. Fulvia being conquered went to Greece, 
and died there. Antony, roused by the trump of war, hasten
ed to Italy to fight with OctaviU& They met at Brun~ium ; 
a reconciliation took place, and Antony married Octa\ia, sis-. 
ter of his brother triumvir. Though this was a political 
union, yet the virtue and beauty of Octavia exercised a ben~ 
eficial influence upon Antony, and fOl' four years he remained 
with her, in harmony with Octavius and Lepidus. A DeW 

division of the empire was made, by which Antony received 
the east; Octavius, the west; Lepidus, Africa; and Sextus 
Pompey, the islands of the sea. Antony undertook an expe
dition into Parthia, but returned after an inglorious campaign 
to Cleopatra. Octavius quarreled with Pompey, and drove 

• Ie ill oblerved, that of all thole who had a hand in the murder of CI1IIlll', 
lICIt one died a natural death. Porcia, C1lto'. daughter, (the wife of Brutu.,> 
killed henelC by ewallowing burnipg coal •• 

t _ He eltabli8hed Herod in the kinsdom of Judea, aDd IUpported him 
qalD8t every 0ppol8r. 

l See pap 301, 



.AoaUSTU8. -him from ODe place to another, till he was put to death "by 
Antony's lieutenant. He then commenced a war with 
Lepidus for the island of Sicily. and having secured the per
lIOn of his opponent, banished him. Antony W88 now the sole 
obstacle of his ambition, and Octavius began his machinations 
against him, by rendering his character 88 contemptible as 
possible at Rome. In this he W88 very successful, for An
tony's mismanagement in the Parthian expedition, his neglect 
of the injured Octavia, his all-absorbing devotion to Cleopatra, 
and his display of power in ~ving away crowns and thrones, 
irritated the people, and disposed them to take up arms 
against him. 

Beule of Actium, B. C. 31. 

War between the rivals was finally declared in due form. 
Octavius approached from Italy with all the forces of the west, 
and Antony came on from the east with an overwbelming 
army. The bay of Actium, on the coast of Epirus, W88 the 
Phar8alia of these two trium,virs; and here again a decisive 
battle, sent the one a fugitive" to Egypt, and gave to the other 
the empire of the world.· 

After having spent two years 'in the east, arranging the 
affairs of Egypt, Greece, Syria, and Asia Minor, Octavius 
returned to Rome. He had now no rivals, and no avowed 
enemies. The laws of the triumvirate were abolished, and 
after his seventh consulship, he resigned his power. The 
_nate, however, besought him to retain it ; and with apparent 
"reluctance, he consented to do so, under the title of PalNeB OJ' 
TIIJ: SENA. TB. By degrees, all offices of trust and dignity were 
united In his person. He W88 styled imperator, or commander
in-chief by sea and land; be was elected p7'0COf&8Ul of all the 
provinces; perpetual tribune of the people; ce1&8or, and po1&

tifoz ma.mmU8; the law8 were made subject to him, and the 
obse~ance of them depended upon his will. Thus secure in 
power, he laid aside the vices which had deformed his charac
ter, and strove to make the people forget in the beneficent rule 
of the EMPEJLolL AUGUSTUS, the tyranny of the triumvir, Octa
vius. The wars which he carried on in Spain, Germany, and 
other countries, were all terminated in favor of the Roman 
arms; a treaty was concluded with the Parthians, by which 
they gave up Armenia, and restored the eagles taken from 
Crassus and Antony; and thus completing the victories of hi8 
predecessors, and awing the nations into peace, be made Rome 

• LM Ibe Pupil read die ...... of Ae&iam, in JIarJ" ohapIer 01 EoPL 
Ue 
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the mistl'8l8 or the world !. The little city founded by Romu
lus, 750 years Wore, now contained within its massy walls 
4,000,000 of souls, and held in subjection all nations, from the 
Euphrates to the Atlantic; from the Scandinavian wilds, to the 
immense deserts of Africa and the cataracts of the Nile. 

Bo1llld the Roman Empire, on Map No. 1. ~ 

CHAPTER IX. A. D. 100. HENII.T. 

AquahUl, Tiberio. Cali'p'la, Clandi1lll, Nero. Calha, Otbo, Vitelli-. 
-Vee""', TihJ8, Domitian. Hercnlaneum and Pompeii dtllltl'oyed. 

THE CHRISTIAN ERA. 
AUGUBTUst was now em· 

perorof the world. For 26 
years he had reigned without 
a rival. A perfect calm pre.. 
vailed at Rome. The young· 
er part of community were 
bom since the battle of Acti
um,andthe old duringthecivil 
wars. Augustus, in the vigor 
of health, maintained at once 
his own dignity, the honor of 

his house, and the public tranquillity. The temple of Janus 
was closed for the third time; and the bloody trade of war was 
exchanged for the quiet pursuits oft1le husbandman and artisan. 

.. Taeitn. thus II11ms Uj! the canses which conspired to place Au~. iD 
the position he occupied: .. The fate of Brutus and Cusi •• being decided, 
tile colllllloDwealth had no longer an army engaged in the CB\18e of liberty. 
Thl! yonnger Pompey received a total overttirow on the cotIIIt of Sicily; 
!<ePidul was deprived ofmslegions. and Mark Antony fell on his own sword. 
In tbat situation, the )lBltiaan1 of Julills Cesar bad no leader bUl Oelaviue. 
who laid aside the invidious title or triwnvir, content ~ith the more popular 
.ame of conRul, and with the tribllnitian JX!wer which he profeaaed to __ 
ilr the protection of the people. In a bule time, when tie had allured to bi8 
interest the soldiery, by a profusion or largesses; the people, by diatribatiaDa 
o( corn j and the minds of men in general, by the sweets of peace, hi, 
~ew8 grew more aspiring. By degr-, and almost imperceptibly, he drew 
iDto his own bands the authority of the senate, Ihe function. of the magi.. 
htea, and the administration of the lawl. To these encroachments, DO CJP: 
poeition was made. Tile true repUblican had perished either in the field QI 
battle, or by the !igor of }lro8cri}ltions j of the l'8IIUIiDiIIg nobility, the ~ 
men were raised to wealth anil honors, in proportiOD as they courted chi 
yoke j and all who, in lhe distraction of the times. had risen to afBuence, 
preferred immediate eue and .. rety, to the danger efCODtending tbr ancieat 
hedom." 

t Au~.hUI was something below the middle aiH, but well proportioa
ad: HIB hair wa. of a yellowi8h brown, and inclined to ourl i his eyee ..,.,.. 
bright and lively i but the general eJ:preBlion or his countenance was reo 
:aarkably calm aaa mild. 



TIBERIUS. 

"In tb088 days, when Herod was king in Judea, and Cyre
nius was governor of Syria, there went out a decree from CII!
sar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed." J'lSeph and 
Mary, of the house and lineage of David, in consequence of 
this decree, were called to the little town of Bethlehem, and 
there, was born in a stable, and cradled in a manger, the 
"Savior, who is Christ the Lord." Angels published his ad
vent; shepherds worshiped around the holy babe; and wise 
lDen, guided by his star, came from the east and presented to 
him gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh; but Augustus sat 
upon his gilded throne, in the palace of the Cresars, unconscious 
that in the far off province of Judea, in the humble village of 
Bethlehem, the Prince of Peace had appeared to purchase and 
establish a kingdom, before which, "the gold, the silver, the 
brass, and the iron," of all former dominions, "should become 
as the chaff of the summer threshing floor." 

Augustus lived fourteen.years after this event, every year in
creasing his fame by acts of beneficence, and by the splendid 
works with which he adorned hi$lative city;· and every 
year receiving new honors from t1'te senate, and increased 
homage from the people. Altars were erected to him, and the 
month Sell:tiliw was named" August" in his honor. He had di
vorced his third wife, to marry Livia, the wife of Tiberius, an un
principled woman, who in his old age completely ruled him. 
He had also many domestic troubles. His daughter, Julia, he 
was forced to banish for her bad conduct; her sons, whom he 
had appointeq his successors, died young; Tiberius, the 
eldest son of Livia, he had sent into exile; and Drusus, the 
younger son, whom he tenderly loved, fell a victim to disease 
on his return from Germany. These afflictions, and the in
firmities of age, disposed him to seek the quiet of the coun
try. He died at Nola, in Campania, A. D. 14, in the 76th year 
oC his age, and the 45th of his reign. 
TIberi Tiberius, the son of Livia, was immediately ae-

ue. knowledged his successor. The time had not yet 
come, when an aspirant could assume the purple as a he
reditary right. Tiberius, therefore, affected to decline the 
homage of the senate, and todistrust his own ability to sustain 
the weight of the empire. He proceeded, however, to deliver 
the royal standard to the prmtorian guards, and to secure their 
attendance upon his person; while he put to death Agrippa, the 
last grandson of Augustus, as he said, by command of the late 

• He beaatified Rome 10 mach, cba& 1& wu traJ.y aaid ofbim," He found il 
of brick, aDd left it DC marble." • 
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emperor. Theile aeta were but the commencement or the 1 
dark, crooked, and sanguinary policy .. which marked his ad
ministration. Those whom he hated, those whom he feared, 
and those whom he ought to have loved, were alike 8U8pected, 
watched, and destroyed. A gloomy jealousy kept him COJlo 
atantly alive to the reports of spies and informers. The law 
of 'Violated majesty· became the occasion of numerous execu
tions and confiscations. Germanicus, the IOn of his brother, 
Drusus, quelled a dangerous re.volt in Germany, and refusal 
the title of emperor which the legions insisted upon his assum
ing; but this display of virtue only roused the suspicions of 
Tiberius. Germanicus was recalled, ostensibly to enjoy a 
triumph, and fill the office of consul •. The noble general entered 
Rome, seated in a lofty triumphal car, with his five childreo, 
wbile his followers displayed tbe spoils of the conquered, with 
various pictures of battles, mountains, and rivers, or led in 
chains the captive barbarians. The people rent the air with 
acclamations; and Tiberius, seeming to share in-the general 
joy, distributed money 16 the multitude, in the name of his 
nephew. Not long after,l'iberius laid the condition of the 
eastern provinces before the senate, representing to the fathers 
that he was now in the vale of years, and his son, Drusus, yet 
a youth. His conclusion was, that to settle the troubles in 
Syria and Armenia, recourse must be had to the wisdom of 
Germanicus. The ~ew coMul was accordingly sent thither, 
accompanied by Piso, a man capable of any crime. He 
never returned. His widow, Agrippina, brought home his 
ashes in an urn, and demanded justice upon the murderer of 
her husband. Tiberius gave up Piso to the senate. The 
wretched man, not daring to accuse the emperor, escaped the 
ignominy of a public execution by suicide. A vicious Vol. 
seian, Sejanus, had en grafted himself into the affections of Ti· 
berius. During the eight years which this unworthy favorite 
retained his influence over the emperor, Drusus, the only son of 
Tiberius was poisoned; the two oldest sons of Germanicus 
were put to death, and Agrippina was banished. By his persua· 
sions, the emperor left Rome in the twelfth year of his ~ign, 
and took up his residence upon the little island of Capnea. 

• By a law of the Twelve Tablel, libels were tllrictly prohibited. SyJla 
CODlIWed all aapeniona upon hill character into violatioUl of the 1DIV~ fIl 
the Roman J,l8ople i and mlDy pel'llOna in conaequnce llUft"ered under Ibe 
penalty of diia law. A1IgUlItnI revived it, and Tiberia _de ita,..... 
nent Is:w of the empire. ~boever wu obnoxioua to the P.iJlce or Jail .. 
voritee, wu brought within the law of maje8ty. Every ~ wu a ..... 
crime, 8IId the IiiMle of a pabJic __ b8ca1iae OM of the IDCIII& lwDIive 
ill the oity. 
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'rhe impure orgies with which this retreat was disgraced, 
cannot be recounted here. Tiberius, who was almost always 
intoxicated, gave up all the cares of state to Sejanus; and the 
servile senate bestowed upon him honors, second only to those 
of the emperor. The law of violated majesty was strictly en
forced by the sanguinary minister. The rich and noble, ob
jects of suspicion to a jealous tyrant, and obstacles in the path 
of an ambitious favorite, were daily sacrificed to quiet the ap
prehensions of the one or the other; till finally, the heirs of 
the imperial family being destroyed, the power of the great 
enfeebled, and the prmtorian bands gained over to his intentst, 
Sejanus thought the empire within his grasp. The plot was 
detected, and Antonia,- the mother of Germanicus, accused 
him to the emperor. Sejanus was strangled by the public ex
ecutioner. His death was almost immediately followed by that 
of his royal master. The sick bed of the emperor was 
attended by Caligula, only son of Germanicus, who, having 
waited some time in vain for the last breath of the tyrant, 
pressed a pillow upon his mouth, and avenged, though late, the 
wrongs of his parents and brothers. The news of Tiberius' 
death was received at Rome with cries of "Tiberius to the 
Tiber." His body was, however, carried to the city by the 
soldiers, and buried with funeral honors, A. D. 31, aged 78. 

In the eighteenth year of his reign, Jesus Christ was cruci
fied. Shortly after, Pontius Pilate wrote to Tiberius an ac
count of his miracles and resurrection, upon which the em
peror made a report of the whole to the senate, requesting 
that Christ might be acknowledged a god by the Romans. 
The fathers, however pliant upon other subjects, were obsti
nate upon this, and under plea of an ancient law, refused the 
emperor's demand, and ordered all Christians to quit the city. 

Caligula. Claudius. Nero. 

Call I Caius Cmsar spent the early years of his life in the 
go a. camp in Germany. He was a great favorite with the 

legions, and was surnamed by them, ''Caligula,'' from his wear
ing a little pair of shoes, (caligre) such as covered tbe feet of 
the common soldiers. After bis father's death, and his motb
er's banishment, he lived witb his great-grandmother, Livia; 
when she died, he removed to the family of his grandmother, 
Antonia. In his twentieth year Tiberius invited the young 
Cresa.r to take up his abode with him upon the island, where he 
displayed ~uch wanton cruelty, that the emperor predicted that 

• Thia Autonia _ the daughter of Autony and Octavia. 
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"Cai .. would prove a II8lp8nt to swallow Rome, and a pb& 
ton, to 88t the world on fire." Caligula, however, wu DO 

1IOOD8!' poaaeeaed of sovereign power, than he .-umed an ap
pearance of great virtue and moderation. The authority of the 
magiatrates W88 J'eIItored; the will of Tiberius faithfully exe
cuted ; and all prosecutions for tre880n were forbidden. This de
lightful state of thinr. lasted eight months, when the emperor 
fell dangerously sic , in consequence, it W88 sopposed, of a 
love potion given him by his mistress. When he recovered, 
either deranged by disease or wearied of dissimulation, he 
be8P his course of cruelty and crime. In a short reign of 
four years, he so distinguished himself by every species of 
wickedness, that "the tyranny of Tiberius was forgotten in 
the enormities of Caligula." With him, prodigality and avar
ice went hand in hand. He dissipated the treasuree which 
Tiberius had collected, in the most foolish and expensive 
works, and found occasions against noble and wealthy people 
to get possession of their estates. He sold all the property of 
his sisters, the fumiture of the old court, the clothes of Augus
tus and Tiberius, and having a daughter born, he proclaimed 
his poverty and stood in his vestibule to receive presents of 
all who came to congratulate him. He made an expedition 
into Gaul, and even set sail for Britain;. but soon ordered his 
troops to draw back to the shore, and fill their helmets with 
sea shells. "This booty," cried he, "ravished from the sea, 
is worthy my palace and the capitol." His horse seemed to 
have a peculiar claim upon his affections. It W88 kept in a 
stable of marble, Bnd fed from a manger of ivory. S0me
times it was invited ·to the tnble of the emperor, and presented 
with gilt oats, and wine in a golden cup. The wanton mur
ders, and confiscations with which Rome was filled, had caused 
several conspiracies against Caligula; which being discov
ered, brought the usual train of impeachments and execu
tions. Cherea, a tribune of the prretorian bands,·. at last 
delivered the empire from the tyrant, A. D. 41. 
Claudiua. No sooner was the death of Caligula known, than 

the royal guards began to wreak their vengeance upon 
all those whom they supposed concerned in his murder. As 
they were hurrying through the palace in their work of death, 
they found Claudius, uncle of the late king, hiding in an 

• In every Roman ('.amp, the general'. tent was called the PaAn'OaJt''' 
The soldien who formed the emperor's body~, were eaIled III. pNfeo 
riall color/a. These soldiers were quartered at Rome, till Sejanu., in order 
to furwa~ hi. own dark depigna, persuaded Tiberina to lbnn a pnttoriaD 
camp WIthout the city. 



NERO. -obacure comer, ad imMediately proclaimed him emperor, 
MBigning ea their reason, "hiB relatiooahip to the whole f'ar.. 
ily of the CII!I&I'8o"· Claudius WU DOW fifty yeara old; he 
bad been a rick«y child, and dieeaae, together with leven 
treatment, had perpetuated the timidity and indolence of child
hood. Though atyled "the silly emperor," his imbecilities 
were to be attribwted rather to his vices, than to his want of 
abilities. He embellished Rome with many magnificent 
works, and went in persoll to the war in Britain; but suffering 
himself to be ruled by women of the mOllt abandoned charac
ter, he wea induced to put to death many of the noblea of 
Rome upon false charges of conspiracy, and to bestow their 
estates upon his unworthy favorites. Claudius married Agrip
pina, daughter of Germanicus, his niece. She prevailed on him 
to set aside his own Brittanicus, and adopt Nero, her child by 
a former husband. The weak father having afterward shown 
a disposition to cbange tbe succession, Agrippina prepared for 
him a dish of mushrooms, spiced with poison. It was nothing 
uncommon for the emperor to eat and drink till he WIllI per
feetly stupid; when therefore he wea carried from the lable 
to bed after this fatal repast, no surprise was excited; and 
Nero, under the guidance of his mother, had time to seeure 
the guards and take possession of the imperial authority, be
fore the death of Claudius was generally known. He reigned 
almost 14 years. 

A. D. 54. Nero, the fifth in descent from Antony, 
Nero. though but seventeen years old, was hailed as emperor 
with joy by the Roman populace, and with all due prof_one 
of respect by tbe obsequious senate. He had been carefully 
educated by Seneca, the philosopher, and the first five yeal'll 
of his reign wete distinguished by justice and clemency. 
Agrippina, who bad gone to such lengths in crime to secure the 
throne for her BOn, was BlDbitioll8 to share his power. WheD, 

. however, he rejected her counsels, and gave his confidence 
to Acte, a female slave, tbe indignant queen broke out into 
open reproaches, and tbreatened to inform the BOldiers of the 
means by which Brittanicus had been set aside. The death 
of Brittanicus at a banquet was the consequence of this threaL 
The funeral took place the same night, and Nero followed the 
atrocious act by a proclamation, calling upon the Roman pe0-
ple to support him, "now the only branch of a family bom to 
rule the world." This murder forma the commencement of 

• He was the brother of GermaniCUI, and couHquen&l,. the nephew or 
Tiberi ... 
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Nero's aeries of cruelties. He divorced bis wit'e, Octavia, to 
marry Poppma, wbom he bad taken from her husbo.od, Otbo. 
'Chis beautiful but unprincipled woman led him .on to still 
greater crimes. Agrippina continued her struggles for pow. 
er; and Nero, wearied of tbe contentions between her and 
POPPIllfl, caused his mother to be 88I!aS8inated. 

In tbe year A. D. 64, a fire broke out in the circus at Rome, 
which raged about ten days, witb the greatest fury. It was 
believed that these Bames were kindled by Nero's order, and a 
report was circulated, tbat during the conflagration, he went 
to the theatre, and sung some verses upon the burning of Troy. 
Wisbing, however, to escape popular indignation, Nero threw 
the odium of ilie act upon the Christians, of whom there were 
great numbers in Rome, and the most terrible persecutions of 
these peaceable citizens consequently ensued. "Some were 
covered with the skins of wild beasts, and left to be devoured 
by dogs; some were crucified; great numbers were behead. 
ed; and many, covered over with inflammable matter, were 
lighted up when the day declined, to serve as torches during 
the night."· For the convenience of seeing this tragic spec
tacle, Nero lent his own gardens, and varied the entertain. 
ment by driving round in his curricle, and engaging in the 
sports of the circus. Nero caused the city and his own house 
to be rebuilt with ruinous splendor. The rubbish was removed 
to the marshes of Ostia; the streets were made wide and long; 
the houses were carried up to a specific height, and adorned 
with areas and porticos in front. In the same year, the 
Jews, roused to fury by the cruelty and impiety of Florus, 
their procurator, took up arms to resist the Roman power-; 
and such was the desperation with which they fougbt, that 
Nero, with ill-concealed terror, ordered V 88p8sian, an offi. 
cer who had distinguished himself in Britain, to repair im. 
mediately to the east. A conspiracy against the emperor 
was discovered, and followed by the usual train of judicial 
murders. Many innocent persons were put to death upon 
false accusations, among whom were Seneca and the poet, Lu
can. About the same time, Poppma died in consequence of a 
kick received from her brutal husband. Cbildishness and 
cruelty at length became the principal characteristics of the 
emperor. His voice was weak and unpleasant, but fancying 
himself a splendid singer he determined to exhibit in tbe thea
tre. No person was allowed to leave the house while he WBS 

performing; soldiers were stationed in different places to see 
• In this peraecution, SL Paul wu beheaded, and St. Peter, crucified. 

I 
I 
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that the audience bestowed the proper. quantity of appl.use, 
and one old senator having unfortunately dropped to sleep, 
came very near losing his life. Wearied at last with the 
commendations of his countrymen, he resolved to display his 
talents to the refined Grecians. c Messengers were sent before 
the monarch, to require the celebration of all the games in 
one year. At Olympia, he undertook to drive ten horses 
around the Stadium, and though he was thrown from his seat, 
yet the obsequious judges bestowed upon him the victor's 
wreath. The Greeks, indeed, spared no pains to win his fa
vor. They conferred upon him 1800 cr0um8! Nero entered 
Rome upon his return, seated in the chariot of Augustus, with 
his wild olire garland around his head, the Pythian bay in his 
\lana. and his 1800 laurels by his side. The whole city was 
illuminated; incense was burned in the streets; the pavements 
were strewed with &affron, and flowers were showered upon 
kim from the windows. The detestable acts of Nero and his 
predecessors had filled the provinces with discontent, and a 
general revolt was the consequence. Galba, the p1'llltor of 
Spain, was proclaimed emperor by the legions, and immedi. 
ately began his march to Rome. Nero heard thi.II intelligence 
while he was at supper. He overturned the table with his 
foot; fell into a swoon; then into a violent fit of rage, threat
pning to poison the senate, and turn the wild beasts loose upon 
the people; then talked of taking refuge in Parthia, and finally 
gave orders for packing his musical instruments, and prepare 
ing his women for departure. The prretorian guards, mean· 
time, declared for Galba, and the citizens of Rome, rejoiced at 
the prospect of a change in the administration, joined in the 
revolt. His friends deserted him; his domestics plundered 
his house, and fled; and the senate condemned him to desth. 
The unhappy tyrant made his escspe to the house of his freed
man, where, after· several ineffectual attempts, he succeeded 
in giving himself a mortal wound, in the 32d year of his age, 
and 14th of his reign. The race of Cresar ended with Nero. 
He was the last and the worst of that illustrious house, which 
held the sway in Rome for more than one century. 

Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 

The united reigns of these three monarchs did not amount 
to two years. 

A. D. 68. Galba was 72 years of age when he reo 
Galba. turned from Spain to ascend the throne of the CIIl8IU'8. 
He was rigidly attached to the ancient discipline, and imme-
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diately made preparatiODa to reform the state. The army, 
ho.-ever, clamored loudly against his efforts, and the various 
faTOritee who lIUl'I'OUDded his person, artfully increased the 
dileatillfaction. One ridiculed his simplicity, another exclaim. 
ed &pi_ his cruelty. Otho, the husband of Poppea, having 
bribed two officera of the pnetorian bands, gained that whole 
body over to his inteJeat, and was proclaimed emperor. Galba 
oauaed bimllelfto be carried out ina litter to SUpprel!ll the mutiny~ 
but the tumultuous shouts of Otho's partisans so frightened the 
litter.bearers, that they threw the oI.d man down and ran away. 
Gal.., eeeiDg the IOldien coming up. bent his head forward, 
and bade them strike it off, if it were for the good of the peo
ple. They took him at his word, and the bloody head of the 
emperor was lOOn after exposed upon a lance to the sneers of 
the multitude. He reigned seTen months. 

A. D. 68. The early life of Otho was disgraced by 
Otbo. licentiousneIB and crime; his brief enjoyment of power 

was marked by moderation and clemency. Vitellius had been 
proclaimed emperor by the legions in Germany, before the 
death of Galba; and scarcely was Otho seated upon the 
throne, when he was summoned to lead the pnetorian cohorts 
against their veteran brethren. He was defeated in hattIe, 
and feU on his own sword, after a reign of ninety-five days. 
v A. D. 60. Vitellius had been long accustomed to 

iaelUu. the atmosphere of the court. He ministered to the 
pleasures of Tiberius in CapJ'llea; he drove a chariot for Ca· 
ligula; he gamed with Claudius; and he praised the singing of 
Nero.. In all the corruptions, crimes and predigalities of the 
sse. be ex~l1ed his masters. His IOldiel"8 in their march 
aoatInra.rd, committed every species of excess; and when he 
reacbed ROOle, he made the whole city his camp, and filled all 
the bouses with armed men. The miseries which the empire 
~ at the hands of Vitellius, were fortlmately lOOn ter
miMted. The legions in the east had scarcely acknowledged 
Galba, whf,n they were called upon to ratify the usurpation of 
Otho. Now, when the cruel and voluptuous glutton,Vitellius, 
claimed their allegiance, they openly revolted, and proclaimed 
Vespasian, their own general, emperor. Vitellius attempted to 
make good his claims by the sword, but the lieutenan.t of Ves
pasbm, while his JDaSter was arranging the affilil"8 of the east, 
stormed the camp of the guards, took Vitellius priaoner, drag
.. him tMough the streets, and cast his mangled body into 
the. Tiber. ~ 
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Velp88ilm, Ti&ua, and DomiUn. 

V' A. D. 69. During five years, Vespasian had 
e&paBlan. pushed the Jewish war with vi~r. The maritime 

towns of the Mediterranean had submitted; all Galilee- was 
subdued, 'and the general was just preparing for the siege of 
Jerusalem, when the revolutions in the empire changed the 
course of his destiny, and recalled him to Rome. Leaving 
then the Jewish war in the hands of his son; Titus, he return
ed to Italy by way of Egypt, and having overcome his ene
mies, was acknowledged emperor by the senate and people. 

Jerusalem was built upon two mountains, and surrounded by 
three walls on every side, except where the rocks rose so pre
cipitouslyas to be a natural defence. Mount Sian, the loftiest 
summit, was fortified by three towel'll, the moat impregnable 
and beautiful of which was Antonia. A deep valley, through 
which flowed the sweet waters of Siloam, separated it from 
Mount Acra, which bent towards it in the shape of the moon 
when it is horned. A third part of the city, was Bezetha, 
separated likewise from Acra by a valley partly filled up, and 
defended by the outermost wall. The lofty towers which ran 
along the steep brow of Sion, were built of white marble, cut 
in large blocks, joined so perfectly as to seem hewn out of the . 
solid rock. "High above the city, rose the temple, uniting the 
commanding strength of a citadel with the splendor of a sa
cred edifice. It covered a space of a furlong on each side, 
and the precipitous sides of the rock were faced up to it on 
the east with huge blocks of stone. Passing the marble col
umns of dazzling whiteness, which supported the splendid 
porticos of the outer court, the eye rested upon a lofty arch, 
covered with gold, through which glittered the gate of' the 
temple, sheeted with the same precious metal. Within, the 
golden candlestick spread out its flowering branches; the golden 
table supported the shew-bread, and the altar of incense flam
ed with its costly perfume." 'rhe roof of the temple was set 
all over with sharp glittering spikes; the marble turrets re
flected the beams of the sun with dazzling radiance, and at a 
distance, "the whole temple looked literally like a mount of 
snow, fretted with golden pinnacles." 

* At the city of Jotapata in Galilee, be took JOBepbua prisoner. The cap
tive beiDI{ brought into hiB preBence, tbua addreeaed him: "I come to thee, 
o Ve8p88lan, 88 the meaaenger of great tidings. DOBt thou Hnd me to Ne
ro 1 Thou, 0 VeBpaaian, art Cesar and emperor, thou and tbia thy scm." 
The Roman general did not tben believe him; bnt after the ,Prophesy wal 
fulfilled. he releaHd Joaellhua from his bonda, and treated him with pea' 
IBvor. Josephus remaineii with 'rim. and wilDeaaQ41 tke deat.1'UOlicm of 
Jernaalem. 
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Tbis beautiful, but guilty city,was occupied by three fae
UoDL Eleazar, with a party called the zealots, kept posses
sion of the temple; John, who had been been driven from 
Giachala, fortified himself in the lower town; and Simon, 
with his followers, defended Bezetha. Such was the city, such 
were its fortifications, and such its defenders, when Titus, in 
the spring of A. D. 70, at the time of the general assembly of 
the Jews to celebrate the feast of the passover, approacbed the. 
devoted place, and pitched his camp east of the vale of Ce
dron, upon the Mount of Olives. The efforts of the Jews to 
compel the Romans to raise the siege were almost incredible. 
They burned the engines of the enemy, and attacked the'le
gions with such fury, that Titus, quite dispirited, gave up the 
idea of taking the place by storm, and employed his soldiers 
in CODIItructing a wall which would prevent all egress from 
the ~tea. No BOOner were the operations of the Romans in
termitted, Ulan the factions in the city raged with ten-fold fury; 
battles were fought within the walls; a company of assassins 
entered the temple, and cut off Eleazar and his party in one 
general massacre; conBagrations destroyed great quantities of 
corn; so that when the day had come to Jerusalem, that" her 
enemies cast a trench about her, and kept her in on every 
side," her own BOns were lying like murdered victims upon 
her altars, and her little ones were perishing in the streets with 
frunine. Portents and prodigies announced the coming doom. 
Swords glittered in the air; embattled armies seemed hurrying 
to combat in the sky; the portal of the temple Bew open, 
and a voice from the excellent glory, pronounced, in no mortal 
toDes, "Let us depart." A terrific soun~ as of a multitude 
l'U8hing forth, was beard, and then an appalling silence reigned 
throughout the holy courts. The Jews converted these fear
ful admonitions into omens of speedy deliverance, and disre
garding the dreadful ravages of famine and pestilence, obsti
nately refused the offers of accommodation, which Titus re.
peatedly made by the mouth of losephus. The Romans, 
wrought to fury by the desperation of the Jews, made inees-
88111 attacks upon the walls, and finally gained possession of 
Antooia. At length the day approacbed in the revolution of 
ages. the tenth o( August-the anniversary of that fatal day 
in whioh N ebuchadnezzar burned the temple of Solomon. 
The daily saorifice had failed for want of men to offer it; and 
the Romans, having overturned the foundations of Antonia, 
began to ply their battering-rams upon the sacred walls of the 
temple. A Roman soldier in the tumult! actuated as by a di, 
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"ine fury, seized a smoking· brand, and climbing to the top of 
the portico, threw it into qpe of the courts; and lOOn the whole 
building was wrapped in flames. The wail of agony which 
the despairing Jews sent forth upon seeing the destruction of 
their temple, could not move the hearts of the infuriated Ro
mans. Titus, unable to make himself heard in the uproar, 
withdrew to the fort of Antonia, and gazing upon the confla. 
gration, exclaimed, with a sigh, "The God of the Jews has 
fought against them; to him we owe our victory." The num
bers who perished amounted to 1,000,000; the captives to 
100,000. John and Simon were taken. The former W88 

imprisoned for life; the latter was "conveyed to Rome, to 
clank his chains at the chariot wheels of the conqueror." 

When Titus returned with his victorious army, the senate 
decreed a triumph to him and his father. V espasian and his 
SOD entered Rome in the same triumphal car. Upon the 
standards and ensigns were painted all the events of the Jew· 
ish war. The green vales of Galilee, the vine-clad hills of 
Judea, and the blue waters of lake Gennesareth, encompassed 
and crossed by the Roman legions, were depicted in the live
liest colors; while, from the spreading canvass, fair Salem's 
towers and bulwarks displayed the Roman eagle; and the 
golden gates and pinnacles of the temple glowed in the ruddy 
flames which terminated the tedious and bloody siege. The 
spoils of the conquered nation gave magnificence to the scene; 
and the Book of the Law, wrapped in a rich golden tissue, 
was exposed to the curious eyes of the people. 

The venal inmates of the palace found upon the accession 
of Vespasian, that truth and virtue were once more in fash· 
ion. Cruelties and crimes were discountenanced; indue
try was encouraged; and he was said to have founded and 
established the goverilmen~ of one thousand nations. JUliUB 
Agricola subdued the Britons, and a profound peace ensuing, 
the temple of Janus was closed for the fourth time. In tlie i 
civil war with Vitellius, the capitol was burned. It was now 
re-built with the greatest magnificence. Vespasian loved a 
joke, and was exceedingly fond of money. On one occasion, 
the inhabitants of a city proposed to raise a statue in his 
honor. He held out his hIlna and said, with a smile, "Let 
this be the base of your statue; place your money here." He 
was the second emperor that died a natural death, and the first 
that was succeeded by his son. He reigned ten years. 

A. D. 79. Though Titus, whom Tacitus calls "the 
Tit .... delight of mankind," was a wise and beneficent lOver-

35-



408 EMPIRE OF ROME. 

eigo, yet his sho.rt reign was filled with 11 series o.f disast.erw. 
In the first year, occurred that d~ful eruptio.n o.f VesuvillS, 
by which Herculaneum and Po.mpeii were destroyed.· The 
miserable fugitives who. made their escape, fo.und an asylum 
in Ro.me; but a pestilence soon after appeared, ill which 
10,000 died do.i1y fo.r a conaiderable period. A fire succeeded, 
which rased till a sreat number o.f buildings were destroyed. 
Til .. gave liberally o.f the sums laid up by his father, to. tbe 
relief of tbe sufferers, and re-built the edifices which had beea 
consumed, with increased magnificence. The famo.US CoIQl. 
Ileum begun by his father, wy completed by his care. The 
sports of the dedicatio.n lasted 100 days. On the last day of 
the games, the emperor appeared dejected~ and eyen shed 
tears. A fever CDIIUed which was reooered fatal by the im
moderate use of the bath. He died in the same ho.use where 
his father expired, after a reign of little more than two. years. 
Do A. D. 81. Titus had named his brother, Domitian. 

mltian. as his heir, and both the senate and the army hailed 
his accessio.n to the thro.ne with the greatest jo.y. They soon, 
ho.wever, had ca .. e to repent of their raptures. In the char
acter of Domitian, the gloomy dissimull1tion o.f Tiberius seem
ed combined with the ridiculous assumptions of Caligula, ancI 
,the cruel levities o.f Nero. The usual train o.f accusatio.ns, 
proscriptio.ns, and executio.ns, kept the best families of Rome 
in constant mourning; wbile the autho.r of their calamities 
demanded golden statues, and the worship o.f the ~s. The 
Roman arms, too, were U:DSlolooessfw in the Jlorth, and several 
disgraceful treaties were concluded with 'he mbarians. 
These were his public acts: in private, he varied tbe disgust
ing round o.f his pleasures, by catching flies, and Bailing thea 
to the wall with bodkins. The empire, after suffering in all 
ita departments for fifteen years, was at length relieved of this 
JIlOnater, by the hand of the assBssin. The senate decreed 
that his statues should be taltea dow», his name erased from 
the amaala, and his funeral omitted. He was the last of tbe 
twelve Cmsars. 

A. D. 96. The fil'llt of the five good emperors of 
l'lerva. Ro.me was a pattern of justice and clemency. He rei~
ed, however, no.t quite two. years, during which time no un
portant events occurred. 

• AftM an mterYal of elltreme drought, the whole plain IIIOUDd Vetnn'i .. 
,.BI ebakea BI if by an earthquake. A oolunm of blaCk aaJwa arose iDto die 
ur, hovered a few momenl.ll over the devoted cities, and fall, burtIDI die 
~liabi~nta i~ tlleir dwellings, the priesl.ll at their altall, and the ftYJll« mul
titudes l~ their fie1c!-: Darkne .. sank; down upon the pJaina, and iJi Ibree 
clays DO light was visibl.e, bat the Iw-id flames of the volcano. 
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CHAPTER X. A. D. 200. FRANCEII. 

The Five good Emperon. Tacitus and Plutarch. Five bad Emperont. 

The life of Nerva, as it occurred, has also been given in the 
preceeding cbapter. Before bis death, he caused 'I:rajan to b 
acknowledged Cmsara by the army and senate. Trajan was 
with the army in Germany at the time of his adopted fatber's 
decease, but immediately marcbed to Rome, wbere he was 
received wit~he usual congratulations. Plutarcb, t bis tutor, 
wrote him a letter, entreating him to follow the counsels be 
had received in early youth. The emperor did not, like Ne
ro, disgrace the name of his preceptor. "He was equally 
great as a ruler, a general, and a man. He conquered the 
warlike Dacians, and to facilitate his entrance into their coun
try, built a stupendous bridge across the Danube, the ruins of 
which continue to this day. The dominions of the empire 
were thus extended beyond the bounds of any of the former 
great monarchies. The rejoicings at Rome upon tbe return 
of the victorious emperor, lasted four months, during which 
no less than 10,000 gladiators fought in the amphitheatre for 
the amusement of the multitude. The pillar of Trajan, which 
may yet be seen in the grass-grown forum, was erected in 
commemoration of this event. 

After adorning Rome with many public buildings, TrajaD. 
turned his arms against the Armenians and Parthians. He 
overran the greater part of what had been the A98yrian em
pire, and throwing a bridge across the Tigris, followed the 
track of Alexander to the Persian Gulf. Regretting that his 
age forbade the thought of his invading India, he left the care 
of the army to Adrian, his nephew, and returned to Syria. 
He died in Cilicia, after a reign of nearly twenty years. 
Ad . A. D. 117. The first care of Adrian was to con-

nan. clude a peace with the Persians, making the Euphrates 

* The etnpfIN1r, was styled" Augustu, i" the heir upectant, WlI8 digDified 
with the tille of "Cesar." 

t Plutarch was a native of Beotia. He was a student at Delphi, when 
Nero went to Greece to diBplay hiB wonderful skill in horsemanship and 
muaic, A. D. 66 i he mUBt, at thiB time, therefore, have been an old man. 
He visited Italy when quite young, and probably remained there till Domi. 
tian, by a pnblic decree, baJiiBbed all pbilO8Ophers from the country. He 
wrote many works! some of which are 108t, but his .. Parallel Lives" Btill 
.J:ist, as mOdela of biographf. TacituB published his biator)' some time in 
Trajan'B reign. It began WIth the aceession of Galba, and continued to the 
death of Domitian, comprising a period of fItI years, foll of important events 
and BOdden revolutions. It was written in 3G books, only five of which are 
DOW eJ:taot. Hi. Annal. are recommended to the aUelltion of every atu
aent; Tacitus was the son-in-law of Agricola, and the ftiend of the young
er Pliny. 
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the boundary of the empire on the east. On his retum to 
Rome, the senate decreed him a triumph; he refused the 
honor for himself, but caused the statue of Trajan to be car
ried in the pompous procession of the victorious army. 
Adrian was remarkable for every manly and scientific ac
complishment. He was equally skilful in the war or the 
chase; he was well versed in mathematics and medicine; he 
WJlQte beautifully both in prose and verse; he was a proficient 
in drawing and painting; he was an elegant dPator; a better 
6inger than Nero; and his moral qualities were equal to his 
accomplishments, if we except the envy and vain-glory which 
his rare endowments and the adulation of the people were cal
culated to excite. It was his maxim, that an emparor ought 
to imitate the sun by dispensing favors to all parts of the 
earth. Accordingly, he spent thirteen years in traversing his 
dominions. Finding that the bridge of Trajan proved as great 
a convenience to the barbarous tribes as to the armies of the 
empire, he caused it to be broken down; passing from Dacia 
through Germany and Holland, he sailed to Britain, where 
he ordered a wall to be erected for tbe protection of his sub
jects from the Scots; thence he journeyed south through 
Gaul and Spain, and thence to Rome. He visited Asia Minor; 
wintered at Athens; sailed for Sicily; examined Mount Etna, 
and directed his course to Africa, where he re-built the city of 
Carthage, and called it Adrianople. When be returned to 
Rome to take up his abode, the joy of tbe people knew no 
bounds. During his reign, an impostor called tbe "Son of 
a Star," claiming to be the Messiah. persuaded the Jews to 
revolt. Three years were employed in bringing them again 
into subjection. As a punishment, every sacred. place was 
studiously profaned. A temple was built to Jupiter on Mount 
Sion; a statue of Venus set up in the place of crucifixion; 
and the grotto of Bethlehem consecrated to Adonis. The 
Jews were forbidden tbe sight of Jerusalem, and no descend
ant of Abraham was permitted to enter the city, except upon 
the memorable tenth of August-the anniversary of its des
truction. Adrian died of a dropsy, after a reign of twenty
one years. 

A. D. 139. Antoninus, surnamed the PilU, had 
AntoDIDU& been made CIESal' by the late emperor, and now 
peaceably ascended the throne. His long and quiet reign 
allowed almost one generation of Romans to pass away with
out the experience of distressing wars abroad, and arbitrary 
executions at home. Even tbe Christians, whose resolute 
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nfusals to worship idols, kept the Romans constantly irritated, 
came in for a share in the clemency of this excellent mon
arch, who proclaimed religious toleration by a letter from his 
own pen. Such was his reputation for wisdom and virtve, 
that princes came from beyond the bounds of the Roman 
empire to make him the arbiter of their differences. He 
reigned twenty-two years. 
M cus A r A. D~ 161. Aurelius, the son-in-law of Anto-

ar ure IUS. ninu!J, claimed his descent from Numa. He was 
a stoic philosopher, and a wise and virtuous monarch. He 
took for his colleague,LuciusVerus, a man whose vices served 
to show in stronger relief the perfections of Aurelius. The 
two emperors were scarcely seated upon the throne, when the 
empire was attacked on every side by its barbarous neighbors. 
Verus went to the east to repel the Parthians, but stopped at An
tioch while the war was carried on by his lieutenants. They 
were successful, and Verus returned in triumph. Rome had, 
however, little cause to rejoice. She was visited successively 
by a vicious, cruel emperor; a raging pestilence; clouds of 
devouring locusts; dreadful earthquakes; distressing inunda
tions; and a wasting famine. The priests, to avert the anger 
of the gods, offered the most costly sacrifices in vain, till final
ly the Romans, attributing all their calamities to the impieties 
of the Christians, commenced a dreadful persecution, in which 
Justin Martyr and the venerable Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, 
fell victims to superstitious fury. Aurelius marched to the 
north to repel the invasions of the Vandals and others, who 
constantly harassed the frontiers. He died of the plague at 
Vienna, expressing with his last breath, his solicitude for the 
future welfare of his country and of his son, A. D. 180. He 
reigned almost nineteen years. 

Fin bad Emperors. 

During the last twenty years of this century, five emperors 
assumed the imperial purple, Commodus, Pertinax, Severus, 
Niger, and Albinus. Commodus· had accompanied Aurelius 
on hili expedition \against the northern tribes, but no sooner 
was his father dead, than, impatient to revel in the pleasures 
of the capitol, he concluded a disgraceful peace with the bar
barians, and hastened to Rome. The senate, army, and peo-

* With the reigl! of Commodus, properly commenced the IHcli718 0/ t1uJ 
Ruman Empire. The remaining events of its hi8tory are 10 exceedmgl,. 
complex that it is impossible to condense them into the brief limits of tll1s 
work, without creating confusion in the mind ohhe pupil. For a vue pic
ture of the limes..!. the reader is referred to "Gibbos's History of the Decline 
and Fall of the KOman Empire," 
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pie, acknowledged him as emperor and Augustua, in oonsider
alion of his father'. virtues. He soon proved that he had DO 

merit of his own, being extremely ignorant of every thing a 
monarch ought to know, and exceedingly indifferent to the 
duties of an emperor, at the same time tnat he W88 eminently 
skilful in U8818llll accomplishments, and exceedingly fond of low 
company and sensual pleasures. He drew the bow and tbrew 
the Javelin, with wonderful address, always killing the animal 
at which he aimed, though running '"at full speed; he cut off 
the heads of an hundred ostriches in their swiftest motions, with 
arrows headed in the shape of a half moon; a bird upon the 
wing could not escape his unerring aim; and he came off vic
torious in 735 gladiatorial combats. At first, be left the 
administration of affairs to the prmfect of the pnetorian 
guards; and after this monster was slain by his own sol
diers, a Phrygian slave held the reins of the government, 
while the monarch became himself a slave to the worst pas
sions of human nature, and distinguished himself by overcom
ing wild beasts in the amphitheatre. The senate showed their 
degradation by styling him the Hercules of Rome, and offering 
to change the name of the eternal city, to Colonia COJAfIIOdi
ana. These were his public acts. In the sacred hours of re
tirement, he indulged in all the gluttony, sensuality, and fri
volity, that disgraced Domitian, so that in one may be seen the 
counterpart of the other. He kept a list of such persons 88 he 
designed for destruction; and his favorite mistress, Marcia, 
having found her name among the proscribed, administered 
poison, and thus the Roman world was delivered from its odi
ous master, after submitting to his cruelties twelve years. 
The friends and assistants of Marcia, wrapped up the body of 
Commodus as a bale of useless furniture, and carried it out 
through the drunken guards, who were first made acquainted 
with the murde,f of their monarch, by the shouts which hailed 
his succeSllOf. 
Port' A. D. 193. This prince fonns an exception among 

IOU. the five bad emperors. His reign, however, was so 
very brief, that his character as a sovereign was not fully de
veloped. The sudden and striking changes that took place in his 
life, gave him the surname of "The Tennis Ball of Fortune." 
His father was a dealer in charcoal; he himself had been a 
school-master, a lawyer, a soldier, a captain, a consul, the 
commander of a legion, and prmfect of the city. When the 
conspirators came to his house in the night, after the murder 
of Commodus, he supposed they were sent by the tyrant to put 
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him to death, and cheerfully prepared for execution; and it 
was not without reluctance that he suffered the prmtorian 
guards to clothe him in the purple; but the obedient senate, 
sanctioning his election, he was proclaimed emperor on the 
ni8ht before the first of January, A. D. 193. A few days of 
severe discipline, however, displeased the emperor maker8, and 
disdaining any secret conspiracies, or private contrivances, 
they marched into the palace three hundred strong, slew their 
monarch, cut oft· his head, and carried it back to the camp. 
He reigned not quite three months. 
The Roman The prmtorians then offered the empire to the 
empire IOld. highest bidder. The father-in-law of Pertinax, 
and Didius, the foster-brother of Marcus Aurelius, were the 
only competitors. The former made magnificent promises; 
the latter bestowed substantial presents. The guards accord
ingly proclaimed Didius emperor, and accompanied him in a 
body to the senate-house, where he made a very short and 
comprehensive speech. "Father8, you want an emperor, and 
1 am the fitte8t person you can choo8e." The senators, con
vinced by the eloquence of Didius, or the menacing looks of 
his guards, acquiesced in this sentiment, but the people cursed 
him as he passed the streets. The legions of Syria, Illyria, 
and Britian, refused to confirm the election of the prmtorians. 
Eao'!. party chose its own monarch. Niger was acknowledg
ed by all the Romans and tributary princes of Asia; Albinus 
was pl'lClaimed in Britain, and Severus marched from Illirya 
directly to Rome. All the towns and garrisons declared for 
him; the nrmtorian guards forsook their wealthy prince to 
joia his standard ; and the senate decreed that Didius should be 
slain, and Severus reign in his stead. He reigned 66 days. 
The executioners led the unfortunate monarch into one of the 
secret batbs, and $truck off his head; and Severus took peace
able possession of'ffi~palace of the Cmsars. 

The jirst act '.>f Severus was fo banish the prmtorian 
Se ... e..... auctnneers one hundred miles from Rome. Then, 
having promised t1t9 senate to rule with clemency and justice, 
he seized the children' olf the officers in the east as hostages, 
and marched against Ni~"Ir. The battle between these two 
rivals was fought upon the" !llains of ISBus, on the very spot 
where Alexander and Darius Iitct more than 500 years before. 
Niger was defeated and slain. Severus then returned to settle 
the contest with Albinus. A tremendous hattle was fought 
near the present city of Lyons, and Albinus being taken pris
oner, soon followed his colored brother, Niger, to the land of 
shades! 



412 EMPIR.E or ROME. 

CHAPTER XI. 300. AMY. 
Twelve Emperors. Thirty Tyrants. 

Many nobles of Spain and Gaul were put to death for hav
ing taken the part of Albinus; and 29 senators fell victims to 
his sanguinary orders. Severus was a great warrior. The 
Parthians, who continued hostilities in the east, suffered a 
aevere defeat at his hand, and Seleucia and Babylon were 
taken. His next foreign war was in Britain. The Picts and 
Scots were driven back into their mountain fastnesses, and a 
wall twelve feet high, was built across the island to prevent their 
future incursions. Severus died at York, beart-broken by the 
quarrels of his children. He reigned nearly eighteen years. 
CaracaIJa A. D. 211. The two sons of Severus succeeded 
and Geta. him. The first act of Caracalla was to assassinate 
Geta in his mother's arms and every subsequent exercise of 
power showed the same sanguinary spirit. All who had been 
connected with Geta shared his fate, till the number of vic
tims amounted to 20,000. The people were forced to suffer 
in silence, for Caracalla, like Sylla, attached the soldiers to 
his interest by the most liberal donations. He professed to 
admire the character of Alexander the Great, and with ridic
ulous affectation inclined his head to one side in imitation of 
that monarch. He made an expedition into Asia, where .;!Ie 
visited the grave of Achilles, and sacrificed one of his frf.ed
men to imitate the grief of Homer's hero over Patroclus. 
Having treacherously seized the king of Armenia, he was 
involved in a war with that people, in which he suffered 
defeat. Aftel' tbis, he went to Alexandria, where he made rn 
offering of his ornaments at the tomb of Alexander, and con
secrated the dagger with which he had slain G6ta in the tem
ple of Serapis. His reign lasted more than six years, dur
ing which he did every thing to degrade the thr"ne of the 
Cresars, and many thfhgs to increase the magnificence of 
Rome. Some of the most splendid structures .,shat graced the 
capitol, were raised by his order. 

. A. D. 217. Macrinus, the pllBfect of the Pl'IBto-
MaermUB.. h rd d C " • .,>; 1 d nans, w 0 mu ere aray~l a, was rna e emperor 
by the army, and reigned little ~vre than a year. He was 
succeeded by the son of Cara~l:o... 

A. D. 218. Hcliogabalus, the son ofCaracalla, 
Heliopbalul. though only fourteen years old, was, by the in
trigues of his mother, proclaimed emperor in the east. He 
was a vicious boy; a disgusting glutton; and an odious sove-
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reign. His actions were whimsical and crueL He gave a 
supper to eight blind men, eight lame men, eight deaf men, 
eight black men, and eight men so fat, that they could hardly 
sit in their chairs. Sometimes he smothered his guests with 
roees, and. sometimes let wild beasts loose upon them. Some
times his chariot was drawn by elephants, sometimes by lions, 
sometimes by dogs, and aometimes by tDOm61&. The soldiers fi
nally revolted. t() his cousin, Alexander, and Heliogabalus was 
thrown into the Tiber. He reigned little more than tbree years. 

A. D. 222. Alexlinder was an excellent mooarch, 
AJezander. but the eternal city had already passed the crisis of 
her fate, and nothing could stop her decline. The Persians 
revolted in the east, and having overthrown the Parthian 
dynasty of Arsacidm, defied the power of the Romans. The 
northern nations began to pour down upon the more fertile 
portions of the empire. Alexander defeated the Persians, and 
then marched into Germany, where his attempts to restore 
discipline, occasioned a mutiny in which he was slain, after 
a short but glorious reign of thirteen years. 

The army then elected Maximin, a Thracian giant, who 
became the most cruel tyrant upon earth. During the next 
five years, five emperors rose by treason and fell by conspi
racy, while the empire was assailed by the Persians, and 
enfeebled by seditions and civil wars. The power of the 
senate was gone; the virtue of the people had been buried in 
the grave of their patriotism; the army alone possessed any 
authority, and this was seldom exercised for the good of the 
body politic. About the middle of this century, the Goths com ... 
menced their devastations in Thrace, and spread ruin on every 
side. 

Thirty Tyrants uamp the Throne.. 

From the resemblance between the miseries of this period 
and those which Athens suffered under the dominion of Spar
ta, it has been said that thirty tyrants assumed the imperial 
purple; this exact number, however, cannot be traced; and 
among the emperors who swayed the Roman sceptre, from A. 
D. 250 to 300, must be reckoned the good Valerian, the valiant 
Aurelian,· the venerable Tacitus, and the upright Probus. It 
would be tedious to relate or read all the conspiracies, cruel· 
ties, and crimes, which raised, disgraced, and dethroned the 
thirty monarchs. Only a few of the most worthy will be 
mentioned, in whose reigns important events oCcurred. 

The good Valerian was made emperor by the army, in A. 
D. 253. In his reign the empire was attacked on all sides. 
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TIle FrarW, the Gotha, the Alemanni, and the Pel'lliana, vezed 
tIM! frontieN with continual incUl'llions, and Valerian WIllI 

compelled to commit Europe to the care of hia vicious BOD, 
Gallienus, while he marched into Asia to opJlOBEl Sapor, king 
or Pen. He was defeated, and taken prisoner by bis ene
mi.. "For seven yeal'll, the Roman emperor bowed himaelf 
down, that his body might serve as a stepping-stone to the 
PeNian king when he mounted on horseback; he was at laat 
flayed alive; and his skin, stuffed in the form of a human fig
ure, and dyed with scarlet, was preaerved in a temple in Per
sia." The wicked Gallienus made no effort to free his father 
from captivity, nor to avenge his death. , 

. When Aurelian ascended the throne, A. D. 270, 
Aureban. barbarilUlS, famine, pestilence, conspiracies, and pro
scriptions, had swapt from the empire one half of its inhabit
ant,; the western provinces were in a state of revolt, and 
the eastern had been brought under the dominion of the cele
brated ZENOBIA, queen of Palmyra.- She was the widow of 
Odenntus, a prince who strove to deliver Valerian from Sapor, 
and had received from the Romans the title of Augustus. 
After his death, Zenobia, like Semiramis, assumed the com
mand of his dominions, and by her surpassing attractions and 
uncommon abilities, held beneath her sway the voluptuous Syri
ans, and the fierce Arabs of the desert. Aurelian, determined 
to humble her power, marched with his army into Asia. He 
found the city of Palmyra defended by warlike engines of 
great power, and when he summoned the queen to surrender, 
he received a reply so spirited that all his anger was roused. 
He surrounded the city, cut off her supplies, and defeated 
three armies which were marching to her relief. Finally, 
Zenobia attempted to fly upon her dromedaries, but was taken 
prisoner at the fords of the Euphrates. She was carried to 
Rome, and walked in the triumph of the conqueror, loaded 
with chains of gold and costly jewels. Her sons married dis
tinguished Roman ladies, and sbe lived i9 spJ9-Q"ct.~ the re-
m~ir~~er cjf h!)r life. . . . . . . , 

The' characters of the Roman emperors seemed to exercise 
no control over the decrees of fate. The purple was but the 
passport to the poniard; the good and the bad, when clothed 
with authority, were alike exposed to the l1S888Sin's knife. 

• Palmyra, or .. Tadmor in the wildemess," was built br Solomon in an 
oasis of the Syrian desert, 140 milea eaat of Damascu8. Snuated 88 it wu 
in a green and fertile 8~t sheltered by high mountains, on the great route 
fiom India, Persia, and Me80~tamia, to Syria, it became the resting-place 
or cuaVBJl8, IUld was BOOn enriched with all the treasures of the east. 
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Aurelian fell by the hand of a general whom he had always 
loved and trusted; and the army, with a respect which had 
long been unknown among the legions, wrote to the senate, 
beggin~ the fat1lers to place the emperor among the number 
of the -gods, and appoint a successor. For eight months, the 
empire was quiet without an emperor. Finally, Tacitus, a 
senator descended from the eminent historian, was persuaded 
to assume the diadem of the Cesara. He reigned, however, 
only two hundred days. 
The two Augoa- The next emperor we shall notice is Diool~ 
tii and the two sian, who, having been elected by the soldiers, 

Omears. chose Maximian, a brave and uncultivated offi. 
cer, for his colleague. Finding, after· the lapse of a few 
years, that the empire needed a sovereign in every part, these 
two monarchs adopted each a soldier as his successor. Gal~ 
rins married the daughter of Dioolesian, and Constantius mar
ried the daughter of Maximian. The two emperol'8 were 
called Augustii; the two heil'8-expectant, Cmsal"8. The em
pire was then parceled out to the monarchs. Dioclesian and 
his son·in-Iaw took that portion east of the Adriatic, while 
Maximian and his Cmsar shared the west. The barbarians 
were thus kept in awe, and the empire was for a time pros
perous and happy. Dioolesian defeated the Persians, and 
forced them to conclude a treaty, by which they resigned aU 
the country west of the Tigris. 

CHAPTER XII. 400. LOUIBA. 

ConllllDline die Great removes the seat oC govemment to COIlIItaJatinople. 
Theodosiua divides die Empire. 

Notwithstanding the nine bloody pel'88Cutions which succes
sive generations of Christians had endured, the leaven of the 
gospel had been constantly at work in the empire, and many 
persons of rank and consequence professed the doctrines of the 
cross. In the year A. D. SOS, Dioclesian issued an edict 
against the Christians, in consequence of which the most 
dreadful persecution raged for ten years. The churches were 
pulled down; the Scriptures were burned; ~d such numbel'8 
of people perished, that at last the murderers declared that the 
Christian name and superstition were rooted out of the empire. 
This was the last. persecution of the Christians by the Romans. 
In the midst of these scene'll of slaughter, Dioclesian and Max • 

. imian triumphed at Rome, and once more regaled the multitude 
with the combats of gladiators and wild beasts. This was the 
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Iut triuinph the imperial city ever .w. Her days or victory 
were neuly puaed, the wea1meaa of 118'1 had come upon her, 
and the hour of her dissolution W88 rapidly approacbing. 
Not long after, Diocleeian ruigned hU autlwrity, and required 
Muimian to do the same. Diocleeian retired to the southern 
part of Austria. and Maximian to the southern part of Italy. 
ConatantiU8 and Galerius having thus become the Augustii, 
two new CIBSIU'B were cboeen. Constantius, however, died at 
York in Britain, within two years after his acceaaion to power, 
ad the army immediately saluted his son, Constantine, 88 em
peror. Galerius and the two C&lsars refused to ratify the 
act; and Maxentius, BOD"f Maximian, being invested by 
the 6enate with the imperial disnity, called his father from 
retirement to give weight $0 his authority. There were thus 
liz compMitors for the empire; and.-!l~e.af contention fol
lowed, scarcely paralleled in the anilllCol"Kome. Maximian 
fluarreled with bis SOD, and was put to death. Ga1eriua died 
Ilot long afier, which reduced the number of aspiraRts to four. 
Maxentius speedily commenced open hostilities, and Coastan. 
tine· at the head of a powet'ful army marched toward Rome. 
During this journey, that famo\J& change took place in his reli- . 
gion or politics, which resulted in the overthrow of paganism, 
and the establishment of Christianity as the relision of the em .. 
pire. One evening, while employed in meditation upon tb. 
conflicting opinions which agitated mankind, he sent up bis 
ejaculations to heaven for divine direction. As if in answer 
to his prayer, a luminous cross suddenly appeared above the 
declining sun, bearing the inscriptilm, "IN THIS, OVERCOME." 

Tbe same night a vision confirmed the miracle, and Constan
tine became a convert to Christianity. A royal standard was 
made to resemble that seen in the sky, and carried before him 
as an ensign of victory and celestial protection. Maxentius 
was defeated, and drowned ill the Tiber. The competitors 
were thus reduced to three. CoDStaBtine entered Rome, and 
disclaiming the adulation which the servile Romans offered, 
set up a CJ'OSS at the right haDd of liis. statues, deolarin~ that 
he owed all his success to a superior power. H& restored the 
authority of the senate, reformed abuses, aM baniBhed t1l4 
FOltman para.. He then marched to Milan, where he form. 
ad an alliance with one of the ClBsarB, and gave him his sister 
in marriage; the other Cresar was overthrown and slain, so 
that only two rivals remained of the six. In the year 323,· 
a battle was fought between these tfDo. Constantine was vic-

• Alel:8nder became IDODlU'Ch of the world, 3J3 B. C. COlUltaatine, 101. 
11I1.,eror, ~ A. D. 
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torious, and became BOle monarch of the empire after eighteen 
years of contention and civil war. Being now pOl!lSell8ed of 
unlimited power, he issued an edict that in all the provinces of 
the empire, the orders of the bishops should. be obeyed; and a 
general council, assembled at his request, condemned the Arian 
heresy. Perceiving the neceesity of fixing his residence in 
the centre of his dominions, or wishing to rival the fame of 
Romulus, Constantine formed tbe design of removing tbe seat 
.of government to the spot where the "Golden Horn" of tbe 
Bosphorus. encircled the oft-conquered and re-conquered By
zantium. Witb the wealth of the world at his command, no
thing of course was neglected which could contribute to the
splendor of the new capital. Magnificent cburches, palaces, 
and private dwellings, sprang up with almost magical rapidity; 
while baths and gaMens, parks and prh'ate walks, exhibited 
all the refinements of eastern luxury. The court followed 
the monarch to the rising city of Comtantinople; and Rome, 
who had suffered so much from a multitude of emperors, 
now saw herself deserted by the one who had concentrated all 
authority in himself. These were the principal events of the 
reign of Constantine. In his old age, he was guilty of great 
cruelty, and bis conduct during his whole life, stamps him as 
a political rather than a pious advocate of Christianity. 
C A. D. 337. On the death of Constantine, his do-

onatantine, •• d' 'ded b h' h Conatan., and mInlOnS were lV} etween IS t rea sons, 
Conatantius. youths, who without inheriting the virtues of their 
father, imitated his relentless -cruelty, and added to it the vices 
of a voluptuous court. With the exception of two cousins, 
these princes destroyed all the male members of the Constan
tine family, and then turned their arms upon one another. 
Constantine was dethroned and slain within three years after 
the death of his father, by his brother, Constans, who, ten years 
later, suffered a similar fate from the hand of his own general. 
Constantius being thus left sole emperor, called his cousin, 
Julian, to a share of power. To escape the jealous fury 
which destroyed all his relations, Julian had buried himself in 
study and retirement, but upon being clothed 'with the title 
and power of a Clllsar, he sbowed himself an able and valiant 
general. His success in a war with the Sarmatians, roused 
the latent envy of Constantius, and the legions of tbe west 
having proclaimed him emperor, the nations beheld again 
with terror the marshaling of armies for a civil war. The 
death of Constantius averted the threatened danger, and Julian 
peaceably ascended the throne. 
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JulJan Ule 881. The new Augustus had little reason to IOTe 
ApoII&ale. a religion whieh the children of ConstantiJie had pro
feeaed, aDd bis hatred to Christianity was immediately ShOWD 

by his attempt to re-establish paganism. To disprove the 
prophecy of Christ, he attemp1ed to re-build the temple at 
Jerusalem. His impious desisn was frustrated by the hand 
of Providence., "Horrible balls of fire breaking out from the 
foundation, witb frequent and reiterated I1ttacks, rendeFed the 
place inaccessible to the workmen; tbe victorious element 
continuing in this manner, seemed obstinately bent to drive 
them to a distance,' and the hopeless attempt was abandoned." 

Julian was killed in battle with the Persians, after 11 reign 
of 16 months. Jovian, one of hts domestics, was proclaimed 
emperor by the soldiers. He "gave up the cities which had 
been taken from the Persians(and conducted the Romans in 
safety back to Antioch, where he had only time to :revoke the 
decrees against the Christians, when he also died. Valenti-' 
nian, cominander of his body-guard, was proclaimed his suc
cessor. He divided the empire, giving to his brother, Valens, 
the dominion of the east, while he took up his residence at 
Milan, as monarch of the west. Wars with the northern 
tribes occupied the time of both emperors. After a reisn of 
twelve years, Valentinian died, leaving the sceptre to his son, 
Gratian, then a youth of 17. 'THE HUNS now came forth 
from the wilds of Soythia, upon their work of destruction.
Tbe Goths, intimidated by the invasion of 11 nation more bar
barous tban themselves, entreated the emperor, Valene, to 
grant them lands on the southem side. of the Danube. The 
request was acceded to, on certain conditions; antJ a million of 
I18vages were thus settled in Thrace. The treachery of a 
Roman governor excited them to. revolt, and Valens fell a 
victim to their vengeance. Two-thirds of his army perished 
in battle, and the country was ravaged to the very gates of 
Constantinople. The young Gratian advanced from the west 
too late to save the life of his uncle, but in season ~ rescue 
.the capital from the invaders. Pooling his inability to sus
tain the weight of an empire toHering to its fall, he called in 
Theodosius, a native of Spaill, to his assisWlce, aDd gave to 
him the empire of the east. In foor years, Theodosius, lIy his 
wisdom and firmness, subdued the Goths, and received great 
numbers of them into the Roman armies. After the death of 
Gratian, Theodosius married GaDa, the beautiful daughter of 
the deceased emperor, and became tM last 8ole- moaarch of 1M 

"See lI(",p 1. 
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empire. He visited Italy. The idols which had so long 
been worshiped in the imperial city were thrown down; the 
~mages defaced, and the temples deserted, to give place to the 
less imposini forms of Christian worship. Before his death, 
Theodosius divided the empire between his two sons, Arcadius 
and Honorius.. It was never after re-united, and the subse
quent pages will be devoted to the history of the W est~n 
Empire. • 

Theodosius died in the month of January, A. D. 395, and 
before the opening of spring, the Gothic nation was in arms. 
The barriers of the Danube were opened, and the savage 
warriors of Scythia "rolled their ponderous wagons over the 
broad and icy back of the indignant river." The fertile 
fields of Greece were covered with a deluge of barbarians, 
\yho massacred the meD, and drove. away the beautiful females, 
with the cattle of the flaming villages. 

CHAPTER XIII. 500. JOSEPH. 

Itruy plundered by Goth, Vandal, and Hun. Auguatulu8, hUlt emperor. 

Alarie's three Between the years 400 and 403, Alaric, at the 
invasions. head of his savage legions, i~vaded Italy. Stili

cho, the able and faithful general of Honorius, defeated him, 
and finally hired him to enter the service of the Romans. 
In 408, Alaric, not having received the stipulated sums, again 
led his army into the garden of Europe. The queen of the 
world purchased her safety with the treasures of the capitol. 
During a period of619 years, the seat of the empire haq never 
been violated by the presence of a foreign enemy, but when 
in 409, the king of the Goths crossed the Po, spread his army 
along the banks of the Tiber, seized the port of Ostia, and 
threatened to destroy the magazines of corn, the terror of 
famine overcame the pride of the senate, and they assented to 
Alaric's proposal of placing a new emperor upon the throne 
of the, unworthy Honorius. The gates of the city were 
thrown open, and Attalus, the man whom Alaric had selected, 
was clothed in the purple of the Cresars, and conducted by 
Gothic guards to the palace of Augustus and 'l'rajan. But 
Attalus wanted the spirit to command, and the docility to obey. 
Alaric became tired of his puppet-king, and the next ye~r, 
stripped him of his royal robes, and sent them to Honorius, 
who had shut himself up in Ravenna. The king of the 

I • Rufinus, a Gaul, govemed tbe council. of Arcadius i while Stilicbo, a 
Vandal, directed tbe 8dminiatration of Honorius. 
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Gotha, DO loDger dilaembling his appetite for plunder and 
revenge, now appeared in arms under tne walla of the capital ; 
tbe aenate were unable to guard against the treachery of their 
domestics; a gate was Bilently opened, and the inhabitants 
were roused from tbeir slumbers by the tremendous sound of 
the Gothic trumpeL 1163 years after tbe founding of Rome, 
the "eternal city" was sacked and plundered by the savage 
taes of Germany and Scytbia. Tbe gold and jewels of the 
nobles were first secured; the massy furniture and silken 
wardrobes of the great, were piled upon wagons; exquisite 
works of art, once the pride of Athens, Corinth, or the splen
did cities of tbe east, were shivered in pieces; and vases of 
the most beautiful workmanship, were divided by thl' stroke of 
the battle-ax and distributed among the rapacious I!oldiers. 
The Goths evacuated the city on the sixth day. At the head 
of an army encumbered with rich and weighty spoils, A lane 
advanced alon~ the Appian way to the southern point of Italy. 
There the fertile island of Sicily attracted his attention, and 
his active mind immediately formed the design of preparing a 
fleet which should transport his followers across the narrow 
strait of Messina, and waft them to the shores of Africa. 
The winds and waves, more potent than the Roman arms, 
sunk or scattered his ill-constructed galleys; and death, the 
conqueror of kings, soon after fixed the fatal term of his con
quests. His soldiers, with true barbaric grief, turned the 
course of the little river, Busentinus, and constructed his 
splendid sepulchre in its ancient bed; the waters were then 
restored to their natural channel; and thus have they flowed, 
age after age, over the tomb of Alaric, tke YUigotA. 

Adolphus, the brother·in-Iaw of Alaric, succeeded to the 
sovereignty of the Gothic people. In the sack of Rome, they 
had taken captive the beautiful Placidia, daughter of Thea
dosius j and the noble barbarian, won by her charms, DOW 
offered peace to Honorius on condition of receiving the hand 
of his sister in marriage. The fair Placidia consented, and 
the union was consummated before the Goths left Italy. 
The bride, adorned like an empress, was placed upon a throne of 
state, while her husband, clothed in the Roman toga, occupied 
a less elevated seat at her side. Fifty" beautifulaslaves, dressed 
in silken robes, presented her with fifty basins of gold, and 
fifty basins of gems j yet even this extraordinary nuptial gift 
formed but a small part of the rare and ma.ruficent spoils of 
her country. Adolphus retired with his bride and his people 
into Gaul, and thence into Spain, where ke founded tke king. 
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dom of tM Viaigoths. In the year 415, Adolphus was II888S

sinated by one of his domestics, and Wallia, his successor to 
the sovereignty of the Gothic nation, led his followers in the 
track of Alaric to the southern shore of Italy. The tempest. 
uous sea again prevented the projected expedition to Africa; 
and Constantius, the brave general of Honorius, forced the 
barbarians to conclude a peace, and exchange the unfortunate 
Placidia for 6000 measures of wheat. The hand of the widow 
of Adolphus was the reward of Constantius, and the care of 
her children, Valentinian and Honoria, thenceforth occupied 
her attention. 

The At the very time that the Goths were engaged in 
Vandals. the plunder of Italy, a similar devaStation was going 
on in Spain. The Suevi, the Vandals, and the Alani, forced 
the passes of the Pyrenees, established themselves in the most 
fertile portions of that country, and enslaved the original 
inhabitants. In the year 429, Genseric led the Vandals across 
the strait of Gibraltar, and re.enforcing his army by enlisting 
the Moors, proceeded to west from tM Romans all their pos
sessions in Africa. On a sudden, the seven fruitful provinces 
from Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the bloody 
tide of war. During eight years, the Vandals spread them
selves like locusts over the land, and completed their con
quests by once more destroying Carthage, the capital of the 
African world. About the same time, tM Goths, the Burgun
dians, and tM Franks, obtained a perma1&eftt seat in the pro
vinces of Gaul. As early as the time of Cicero, it was the 
opinion of the augurs that the twelve wltures which Romulus 
had seen, represented the twelve centuries assigned for the 
fatal period of his city. Now when the loss of the provinces 
beyond the Alps impaired the glory and greatness of Rome; 
when her internal prosperity was irretrievably destroyed by 
the separation of Africa; and when the twelrth century, cloud. 
ed with disgrace and misfortune, was almost elapsed, the peo
ple remembered the fearful omen, and looked forward with 
gloomy foreboding to the accomplishment of the prophecy. 

After a disgraceful reign of twenty-eight years, Honorius 
died of a dropsy, and the sceptre of the Western Empire de
scended to the feeble hands of Valentinian III., the infant son 
of Constantius; Placidia being declared regent. At'a suitable 
age, he was married to his cousin, Eudoxia; but his mother still 
retained her influence, and ruled in his name for twenty-five 
yean. . 
Attll The Goths and the Vandals, from whom the imperial 

a. oity suffered so much, fled before the Huns; but in the 
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year 488, the Huns themselves marched aouthwud to the 
Danube, and under A.ttila, surnamed the" Scourge of God," 
became the terror of the world. From the banks of the V ol
ga to the banks of the Rhine, this savage chieftain extended 
his fearful sway, and disdaining to dismount from biB bone, 
dictated to ambassadors from Constantinople the terms of a 
peace, each condition of which was an insult to the Roman 
name. The treaty was soon broken, and the whole breadth 
of Europe was invaded, occupied, and desolated by the myr
iads of blU'barians whom Attila led into the field. In the 
year 452, he passed the Alps, subdued Italy, and took Aqaileis, 
Milan, and Pavia. It is a saying wo~hy of the ferocious 
pride of the Hunnic chief, that the grass never grew on the 
spot where his horse had trod. Yet this savage destroyer 
undesignedly laid the foundation of a city, which for a long 
time sheltered and nourished the sciences and arts. Before 
this irruption, fifty Venetian cities clustered around Aquileia, 
and supported by commerce and manufactures, graduallyaceu
mulated extraordinary wealth. The peaceful inhabitants of 
these cities, scattered like wild-fowl before the storm or 
war, found a safe but oIMIcure 1'8Blingtl)lace in the neighboring 
islands; and there nestling as it were upon the bosom of the 
waves, where the swell of the Adriatic feebly imitates the 
tides of the ocean, they reared the amphibious city of Veoice, 
which in the middle ages, was the great commercial..emporium 
of Europe. 

Valentinian ded from Ravenna to Rome, and his ministers 
purchased the safety of Italy by paying to the barbarian the 
immense dowry of the princess Honoria, and consenting to 
add the grand-daughter ofTheodosius to the list of his innume
rable wives, within a stipUlated time. The king of the HUDS 
then drew off his myriads, and retired to his wooden palace 
beyond the Danube, where death found him in the arms of 
sleep, and silenced forever his claims upon the empire of 
Rome. His remains were enclosed in three coffins, of gold, 
of silver, and of iron; and in the darkness of night, committed 
to the earth, together with the spoils of nations and the bodies 
of slaughtered captives. 

A. D. 455. The death of AttHa broke the power of the 
Huns, but the next year Valentinian was assassinated by 
Maximus, a senator of illustrious birth, who was proclaimed 
emperor by the senate and people, while the bleeding corpae 
of his rightful sovereign lay at his feet. This was the last 
day of his happiness; his hours were disturbed by remorse or 



FALL OF ItOlllE. 

terror ; and bis tbl'ODe W88 shaken by the seditioas of the Il0l. 
diem, the people, aDd the confederate barbariane. Eudoxia, 
the widow of Valentinian, had been contpeUed to violate her 
mourning to appear 81 the bride of the usurper. From the 
east, she could expect no assistanee; the sceptre of Conatanti
aople W88 in the hands of a stranger; and despairing of aid 
from ber own people, she turned.her eyes to Africa, and beg
ged the aid of Gemme, the king of the Vandals. The royal 
barbarian had already a powerful fleet in the ports of the Med
iterranean ; and six hundred years after the total defeat of the 
naval power of Carthage by the Romans, the ships of Gense
ric, manned by a motley crew of Vandals, Moors, and Afri
cans, issued from the harbors of the city of Dido, to take ven
geance upon Imperial Rome. When the Vandals disem. 
barked at Ostia, Maximus prepared for instant flight, but no 
sooner did he appear in the streets, than the infuriated popu
lace ·assaulted him with a shower of stones, and his man
gled body at length found its grave in the. Tiber.' Rome 
and its inhabitants were delivered to the violence of the 
Vandals and Moors. The pillage lasted fourteen days and 
nights. The spoils of pagan temples and of Christian churches, 
the holy instruments of Jewish worship which had been dis
played in the triumph of Titus, the gilded roof of the capitol 
(which cost not less than $10,000,000,) the imperial orna
ments of the palace, and the magnificent furniture of private 
dwellings, were carefully collected, and laboriously removed to 
the" fleet. Eudoxia herself, who advanced to meet her deliv
erer, wall rudely stripped of her jewels, and with her two 
daughters, the only surviving remains of the great Theodosius, 
was compelled as a captive to follow the haughty Vandal to 
Africa. Her elder daughter, Eudocia, became the reluctant 
bride of Hunneric, the eldest son of Genseric; and the queen, 
with hel' younger daughter, after several years of captivity, was 
honorably restored to the eastern emperor. The shores of 
Italy, Spain, and Greece, were afflicted by the incessant de
predations of the Vandal pirates. In the spring of each year, 
they sailed from the ports of Carthage, and Genseric, remark
ing that "the winds would transport them to the guilty coasts, 
whose inhabitants had provoked divine justice," suffered his 
ships to float at ease upon the bosom of the Mediterranean, till 
the sight of some wealthy city tempted him to land. He con
tinued thus the tyrant of the sea to an advanced age, and lived 
to witness the final extinction of the Empire of the West. 

In the space of twenty years after the death of Valentinian, 
. . 
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DiDe emperon IlUCCl!l8ive1y dilappeared from the Roman ~ 
&Del the last, would be leaat entitled to the notice of posterity. if 
hiB reir.. which was marked by the fall of the Western Em
pire, did not leave a memorable era in the history of mankind. 

In these times of confusion &Del discord, when Italy (now all 
that was left to Rome) was alternately defended and ravaged 
by the barbariaDs who ranged themselves under the banners 
of the sinking empire, Orestes, a Pannonian chief, having 
gained the favor of the troops, invested his son, Bomulu .Au
gUBtw· with the imperial purple, and seated him upon the 
throne of the Cresars. The youth who was thus made the 
instrument of his father's ambition, was distinguished only by 
his beauty and misfortunes. . The troops who had assisted in 
his elevation, claimed one-third of the lands of I taly as their 
reward; this insolent demand was denied, and Odoocer, chief 
of the Heruli, roused them to revolt from their inoffensive 
monarch. Pavia was taken by storm; Orestes executed, and 
the helpless Augustus, who could no longer command the res
pect, was reduced to implore the clemency of Odoacer. The 
barbarian spared his life, and the "last emperor of Rome". 
having signed his abdication in due form, was permitted to 
retire to tbe splendid castle of Lucullus, upon the shores of 
Campania. Odoacer, despising the empty title of Augustus 
and Cresar, caused himself to be proclaimed King of Italy; 
and the senate, mindful of their ancient dignity in the last 
hour of their authority, addressed an epistle to the eastern 
emperor, solemnly disclaiming the necessity or even the wish 
of continuing any longer the Imperial succession in Italy, and 
consenting to receive the administration of justice from the 
hand of Odoacer. 

Thus ended the empire of Rome, A. D. 4.76,1229 years 
after the foundation of the city by Romulus. 

• Romulus WIUI corrupted IDto MomyUus by the Greeks, and AuguBtl18, 
changed by the Latin., mto the contemptible dimir..utive, AvgtUttdus, "lit
tle Augu.tu .... 
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Xan-tip'pe .............. 199 
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Xerx'ea II .............. 75 
Xen'o-phon ••••••••• 54. 218 
Xu'tber ................ ·99 

Za..,yn'tbllll ............. 172 
Zan'cle ................ 11. 
Zech·R-ri'ah ............ 60 
Zed-e-ki'ah ........... 13.31 
Ze-no'bi·a .............. fl. 
Ze'roh ... ~ .............. 27 
Zop'y-ruo ............ 61.74 
Zor-O-aa'ter •••••••••• 34. 38 
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The Pupils. in writing the biographieo of the inditlidtuJl. here mentioned, will read 
the page. specified. and luch otlier authoritieo &I may be found in the School LIbra. 
ries. being careful to deoignate the time ........ alld the place ......... the peroonslived. 

In deacribing a P'~" let the migration .. oettiementB. and political changes. be 
carefullr noted. 

In Writing the hiatory of a <il,. let all the remarkable eventB of which it was the 
acene, become the subject ofthought, in ohronological order. 

This method will cultivate a taote for readin!t.and a habitofreoearch; at the 8&me 
'iIlIe that it teacbes cmnpooition and claooillcation of ideas. 




