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Symbols and Abbreviations 

+ Check 
Balanced position 
Good move 

! !  Excellent move 
? Bad move 
?? Losing move 
!? Interesting move 
? !  Doubtful move 
Ch Championship 
corres Correspondence game 
simul Simultaneous display 
Wor B at the side of each diagram indicates which side is to move. 
In the text a number in brackets refers to the relevant diagram number. 

Preface 

The idea for this book came to me long ago, but it was only two years ag 
that I decided to write it. I spoke with Bruno and, as he shared my opiniOl 
we did it. 

I t  was in 1 965 when it first occurred to me that opening books should b 
written differently. I trained Bojan Kurajica, then a promising youn 
player, for the World Junior Championship to be held in Barcelona. I 
analysing different positions I found that the theoretical books did not hel 
us much. The analysis finished just about when it should have started. I 
was all clear, but it was not clear what to do next, what strategic plal1 
could be based on a certain position. 

If you have a coach, any theoretical book is OK, but if you study che� 
alone as most people do, and if you are not a chess master but just 
beginner or a lower category player, you will soon come across seriou 
difficulties. Most players who know their theory play their opening 
quickly and correctly but as soon as they reach the middle game, they d. 
not know what to do and lose their way. 

The opening is just a part of the game; it should not and cannot h 
separated from what comes after. I believe opening study must be based 01 

a selection of games relevant to the understanding of a system or , 
variation. Analysing the games, we learn not only the recommended line 
but also the strategic aims they introduce. 

There is another problem we wanted to solve in writing this book 
Theory has become too complicated, the volumes too big. I t has becom� 
very difficult for a club player to choose what is good in such a labyrinth 
Most people have no time and sometimes insufficient knowledge to choost 
a repertoire, especially for use with Black. 

This book offers one of the many possible repertoires for Black. We chost 
variations carefully. We tried to leave some choice to the handler of the 
black pieces; he can decide whether to play a solid line or a sharp one. 
which may depend on the opponent and the state of the tournament. Latel 
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on he can also widen the repertoire, introducing new variations. We also 
tried to give an answer to whatever White would play in the opening; of 
course bizarre moves cannot be included. Most important of all, the lines 
we suggested offer counterplay and have rich strategic contents. 

\Ve do hope the reader will find this book useful and interesting. 
Here I wish to thank master Ervin Sindik for his help in the preparation 

of this volume. I am also grateful to my wife for her patient help. 
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1 Queen's Gambit 

Symmetrical positions are, as a rule, the most solid and it is not surprising 
that in the last decade the Queen's Gambit has acquired new followers. 
There is an increasing number of players who introduce some variations of 
the Queen's Gambit in their repertoires. The reason is of quite a practical 
nature; the tournament fight often forces a player to avoid sharp lines and 
seek quiet, positional play, which perhaps offers fewer chances to win but 
certainly reduces the dangers to go astray. The Queen's Gambit is not a 
convenient weapon only in those cases when we need a draw but in other 
situations too. Playing against players whose strong point is tactics, it is 
desirable to shun the sharp systems and take refuge in a symmetrical pawn 
structure. The same is true when playiag against someone who has to play 
for a win: it is better to h�ve a quiet position and a stable pawn structure in 
which forcing play costs dearly, than to meet your opponent's wishes 
by playing, for instance, the Benoni. 

It is for these reasons we are of the opinion that the Queen's Gambit 
must have a place in every good repertoire. From the vast range of 
possibilities the Queen's Gambit covers, we have chosen just two 
variations-Tartakower and Carlsbad. Both are current, both very solid, 
both have excellent results in master practice. And something important: 
both variations, while tough and solid, are not passive and offer 
counterplay, especially the Tartakower which, against a certain type of 
tactician, can be an excellent means to play for a win. 

Together with these two variations we give other possibilities White can 
choose. We also analyse the Catalan and some rare lines White can go into. 

After 1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 �c3 ,ile 7 4 �f3 (4 cd ed 5 ,ilf4 - see p. 2 1 )  4 . . .  
�lli we examine: 
A 5 Jl,g5 0--0 6 e3 h6 7 ,ilxlli ltxlli - p. 1 0  
B 5 .ilg5 0 --0  6 e 3  h6 7 ,ilh4 b6 8 ilrc2 - p .  1 3  
C 5 .ilg5 0 --0  6 e3 h6 7 ,ilM b6 8 ,ile2 - po 1 4  
D 5 .ilg5 0--0 6 e3 h6  7 AM b6 8 cd �xd5 - p .  1 6  
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E 5 llf4 � p. 19  
F 511g5 0-0 6 e3 4:Jbd7 7 cd ( 7  �c2) 7 . . .  ed 8 �c2 c6 911d3 � p.  23 
G 5 llg5 O�O 6 e3 4:Jbd7 7 §cl  a6 � p .  26 

A 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 4:Jc3 !J..e7 4 4:Jf3 
4::)f6 S !J..gS 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 jixf6 
jixf6 ( 1) .  

1 

W 

In order to determine exactly the 
idea of the exchange of the black­
squared bishop, and the dangers 
this position hides for Black, we 
have to start from its basic 
characteristics. White gave up his 
black-squared bishop but he 
limited the activity of the !J..ffi by 
the pawn structure in the centre. In 
many cases White will try to 
maintain the blockade of the black 
bishop, castle Q-side and then start 
an attack on Black's castled position 
with h4, g4 and g5; the exchange on 
ffi makes it easier. Carrying out . . .  
c5 Black, on the contrary, must try 
to strengthen the activity of the jiffi 
and counteract in time. On 8 h4, for 
example, Black immediately 
answers 8 . . .  c5 9 g4 cd 10 ed €)c6 
and exerts pressure in the centre 

before White can endanger his king 
position. 

Let us examine the main lines: 
8 �b3. White prepares for Q 

side castling. At the same time he 
exerts pressure on d5, wishing to 
force . . .  c6 and prevent . . .  c5. I t  
proves, however, that Black can 
play 8 . . .  c6 9 O-O-{) 4:Jd7 1 0  e4 (if 
10 g4 then 10 . . . !J..h4 I I  �c2 
�e7 12 !J..d3 dc 1 3  .ilxc4 e5 with 
good play for Black as in 
Hernandez�Spassky, Tallinn 1 975) 
10 . . .  €)b6, as recommended by 
Pachman. If White chooses 9 e4 
then after 9 . . . €)d 7 1 0  cd cd l i ed 
€)b6 1 2  de jixe6, Black has 
satisfactory compensation for the 
pawn. Besides, on 8 �b3 there is 
also 8 . . .  dc 9 Axc4 c5 1 0  dc 4:Jd7 
with . . .  4:J xc5 to follow and it is' 
obvious White cannot realize his 
original plan. 

8 �c2 eS. Neither does the 
queen on c2 prevent the standard 
counterblow. I f9  dc then simply 9 
. . .  �a5 10  !J..e2 dc with level play. 
On 9 O-O-{) follows 9 . . .  cd 1 0  ed 
(or 1 0  €)xd4 €)c6) 1 0  . . .  €)c6 I I  
h4 �c7 1 2  )f{b l �4 which checks 
White's attack. If 1 3  a3 then 1 3  . .  . 
§d8 14  c5 e5. Apart from 1 2  . .  . 
�f4, 1 2  . . .  §d8 is also strong (see 
the game Ivkov-Guimard below) .  

8 § el. Directed against . . .  c5 
this move IS certainly more 

consistent than the above lines. 
Black is compelled to play c6 (see 
Gligorit�Filip) . 

8 i!rd2. This move also prevents 
the freeing . . .  c5, but Black has 
enough counterplay. For example: 
8 . . .  €)c6 (8 . . . b6 leads to a 
difficult game; see Korchnoi�Cirit 
in Petrosian�Spassky.) 9 §d l  dc 1 0  
Axc4 e5 I I  d5 €)e7 1 2  e4 €)g6 or 
1 2  €)e4 €)f5 followed by . . .  4:Jd6, 
as Spassky played once. In case 
White plays 9 § c l ,  Spassky's plan 
is not good any more, because 
White already exerts pressure on 
the c-file and the backward pawn 
on c7. In that case Black can play 
the simple 9 . . .  b6 (compare 
Petrosian�Spassky; here White has 
no possibility to blockade the Q 
wing with b4) . 

I vkov-Guimard 
Argentina 1 955 
1 d4 d5 2 e4 e6 3 €)e3 €)f6 4 1tgS 
!J..e7 S e3 0-0 6 €)f3 h6 7 Axf6 
!J..xf6 8 i!rc2 cS. Weaker is 8 . . .  
c6, because after 9 0 -0-0 €)d7 
White starts an attack on the K-side 
with 1 0  h4 dc I I  g4. Black has to 
fight that plan at once. 9 0-0-0 cd 
10 ed €)c6. After 1 0  . .  . dc 1 1  
.ilxc4 €)c6, White would continue 
�e4 and unpleasant threats to the 
K-side appear. 11 h4 �e7. On 1 2  
cd there is a simple 1 2  . . .  €)M 
now and at the same time g4 is 
prevented: consequences of the 
previous weakening of White's 
pawn structure. 12 )f{bl §.d8. The 
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threat is 1 3  . . .  dc, while g4 is still 
thwarted. 13 eS b6 14 4:JbS. White 
has lost the strategic battle and now 
enters the tactical complications 
unwillingly. 14 • • •  i!rb8 IS €)d6. 
On 1 5  cb �xb6 1 6  g4, Black has a 
strong tactical blow in 16  . . .  e5! 
and it turns out that 1 7  g5 is not 
good because of 1 7  . . .  4:Jb4 
followed by . . .  llf5+ etc. IS • • •  

be 16 de �b4. Prevents g4 and 
makes possible . . .  § b8. 17 a3 
i!raS 18 g4 (2) .  

2 

B 

I vkov knew he was lost, but he 
was lucky. Guimard did not find 
the strongest continuation'-1 8  . . .  
§. xd6! 1 9  cd §. b8 and there is no 
defence. For example: 20 �xc6 
§. xb2+ 2 1  )f{c l .ild 7 etc. 18 • • •  

§. b8 19 €)bS g6 20 gS hg 21 hS gh 
22 §. xhS §. xbS 23 .ilxbS i!rxb5 
24 €)xgS .ilxgS. But not 24 . . .  
.ilg7 25 §.h8+ ! 25 §. xg5+ 'lftfB 
26 f4 d4. Very bad. 26 . . .  jia6 or 
26 . . .  )f{e 7 is indispensable. 27 
�h7 �e2. After this Black 
succeeds in losing. 28 §.g8+ )f{e7 
29 �h4+ )f{d7 30 §. xd8+ )f{e7 
30 §.1 xd4 1-O. In spite of all errors 
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the game is exceptionally instructive 
for the problems arising after the 
opening stage. 

Gligoric-Filip 
Zagreb 1 965 
I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 €)c3 Ae7 4 €)f3 
€)ffi 5 .1lg5 " 6 e3 h6 7 A xffi 
Axffi 8 !1cl c6. As a matter offact 
Black has another possibility worthy 
of attention-Petros ian's 8 . . .  Ae 7 .  
8 .. . b6isnotsogood;after9cd ed 1 0  
Ad3 Ab 7 1 1 0--0 it is obvious that II 
. . .  €)d 7 does not work, while 1 1  . . .  
f!re7 1 2  !1el creates the unpleasant 
threat e4. 1 1  . . .  !1e8 is better, but 
difficulties remain. 9 Ad3 €)d7. 
Several rounds (of the same 
tournament) later, Portisch played, 
against Gligorit, 9 . . .  dc 1 0  Axc4 
€)d 7 1 1  €)e4eS 1 2  €)xffi+ f!rxffi l 3  
0--0 i!te7 1 4 e4 ed ]S i!t xd4 €)b6 1 6  
Ab3 itg4 with a good game. 10" 
de 1 1  Axc4 e5 12 €)e4. On 1 2  dS, 
Gligoric gives] 2 . . .  €)b6 1 3  .1lb3 e4 
14  €)xe4 .1lxb2 I S  !1c2 cd. 12 • • •  

eel 13 €)xffi+ i!t xffi. This is an 
error, although it does not look like 
one: I t  was necessary to play 1 3  . . . 

€)xffi 1 4  i!txd4 Ag4 with level 
play. 14 i!txd4 i!txd4 15 €)xd4 
� 16 f3 ( 3) .  

Black has difficulties with his 
development, while White simply 
takes space and squeezes him. The 
endgame is clearly favourable for 
White . . 16 • • •  Ad717 !1fdl !1ad8 
18 e4 !1fe8 19 b4 .1lc8 20 .1lb3 a6 
21 �. The more active king is 

3 
B 

also an important factor in this 
position. 21 • • •  g6 22 €)e2 Ae6 23 
Axe6. White's knight is bound for 
c3 with a possible manoeuvre to cS 
via a4 or !1 xd8 and eS and Black 
decided he could not wait any 
longer. His next move, however, 
creates a lasting weakness. 23 • • •  fe 
24 €)f4 � 25 €)d3 €)d7 26 €)b2 
€)b6 27 a4 'Ile7 28 as !1 xdl 29 
!1 xdl €)d7 30 €)a4 !1fB 31 €)c5 
€)xc5 32 be. Practically White is a 
pawn up and now he realizes his 
advantage with masterly precision. 
32 • • •  !1ti 33 'Ile3�34h4 h535 
'Ilf4 e5+ 36 'Ile3 'Ilg7 37 g3 !1 e 7 
38f4ef+ 39gf�40 !1d6+ 'Ilg7 
41 e5�42'1le4'1lg743f5gf+ 44 
'Ilxf5 1-0. 

Petrosian-Spassky 
match 1 969 
1 c4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4Jf3lte7 4.£lc3 
€)ffi 5U5 " 6 e3 h6 7 Axffi 
Axffi8i!td2b6. This, at first sight a 
natural move, allows White to 
realize a favourable position. 9 cdeel 
10 b4 (4). 

A natural and strong move which 
prevents . . .  cS and prepares for the 
blockadeofthe Q-wing. l0 • • •  Ab7 
II !1bl c6. Korchnoi-Cirit, 
U S S R -Y u g o s l a v i a  1 9 6 6 ,  
continued: II . . . €)d7 1 2bS !1e8 1 3  
a4 €)ill 1 4  g3 €)e6 I S  !J..g2 with 
pressure for White. 12 Ad3 €)d713 
" !1e8 14 !1fcl a5. White has 
succeeded in giving the position a 
closed character in which the pair of 
bishops loses significance. The last 
move will not change essentially the 
position, because White's a2 pawn 
will not be a weakness, while the 
pressure on b6 and c6 remains 
lasting. 15 ba !1xaS l6 Af5 !1a6. 
Black would prefer to play 16  . . .  bS, 
but he can't because of 1 7  a4. 17 
!1b3g618.1ld3 !1a719 !1cb1.0n 
1 9  e4 , grandmaster Suetin pointed 
out 1 9  . . .  de 20 €)xe4 cS 2 1  €)d6 
ltxf3 22 €)xe8 itgS. 19 • • •  Ag720 
a4 i!te7 21 Afl Aa6. Black was 
afraid probably of g3 and lth3 and 
he decides to exchange bishops 
himself. However, i t  is not difficult to 
notice that after the exchange the 
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c6 pawn becomes the heel of 
Achilles. 22 h4 Axfl 23 !1 xfl h5. 
Neither this nor the following 
waiting moves are the best solutions. 
24 !1el !1aa8 25 g3 i!td6 26 �g2 
�fB27 !1ebl �g8 28 i!tdl AfB29 
!13b2 ltg730 !1c2 !1a731 !1bcl 
€)b832 €)e2! !1c733 i!td3 !1a734 
i!tb3 !1a6 35 €)f4 !1d8 36 €)d3 
AfB 37 €)fe5 !1 c8 38 !1 c3. On 38 
€)f4, Black would pIa y 38 . . .  cS with 
counterplay. 38 • • •  Ae7 39 €)f4 
Affi 40 €)eel3 !1aS. €)xdS was 
threatened. 41 i!txb6 !1 Xa4 42 
!1c5 !1a6 43 !1 xd5 i!txf4 44 
i!txa6 i!te4+ 45 f3 f!re6 46 f!rc4 
f!rxe347 €)e5 §fB48 !1c5 Ae749 
!1bl Axc550 !1xb8 1-O. It is very 
useful to analyse this game 
attentively because it points out the 
difficulties Black must overcome if 
he does not play his opening 
precisely. 

B 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 €)c3 Ae7 4 €)f3 
€)ffi 5 ltg5" 6 e3 h6 7 .1lh4 b6 8 
f!rc2 (5). 

5 

B 
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As in the previous variation this 
move is an introduction to the plan 
with Q-side castling and attempts to 
attack on the K-side. 

8 • • •  c5. 
IfBlack decides on a sharp fight he 

can choose here 8 . . .  A,b 7, the move 
we analyse in Uhlmann- Spassky. 

9 §dl. 
Black has no difficulties in the line 

9 dc bc 1 0  cd ed, because after . . .  
A,e6 and . . .  .£ld7 his hanging 
pawns will not be weak. 9 0-0-0 cd 
1 0  .£lxd4 J,tb7 also gives Black 
active play and he has no reason to 
fear the pressure on the d-file. 

9 • • •  cd 10 .£lxd4 J,tb7 11 J,te2 
.£lbd7 12 0-0 § c8 The game is 
level. 

Uhlmann-Spassky 
Moscow 1967 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 .£lc3 J,te7 4 .£lf3 
.£lf6 5 .\lg5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 J,th4 b6 8 
i!rc2 J,tb7 9 .{i xf6. 9 0-0-0 is also 
possible here. Black's best reply is 9 
. . .  .£lbd7withanimmediate . . .  cS. 
9 • • •  J,txf6 10 cd ed 11 ()....()....O c5. 
Now White's strategy becomes 
clear. In comparison with the 
variation in which White takes on ffi 
at once, he has lost a tempo here, but 
that has no importance. It is 
necessary to notice that Black's 
white-squared bishop would be 
more useful on his original diagonal: 
it would make it difficult to carry out 
the attack with h4 and g4. Besides, 
B lack  IS not  so qu i ck  

with . . .  cS. 12  g4. On 1 2  dc some 
theoreticians recommend 1 2  . . .  
.{ixc3 1 3  i!rxc3 .£ld7, some others 
again 1 2  . . .  bc 1 3  .£lxdS .11xdS l 4  
J,tc4 .£ld7 with initiative for the 
sacrificed pawn. In our opinion 
Black has good counterplay in both 
cases. 12 • • •  cd l3ed .£lc6 14h4g6. 
A typical defensive possibility in 
such positions. 15 g5 hg 16 h5 �g7 
17 hg fg 18 A,b5 g4 (6). 

6 
W 

White should have played first 
�bl .  He sees now that after .{ixc6 
.11xc6, .£leS J,txeS Black has . . .  
i!rgS+ . So after . . .  g4 the initiative 
is completely on Black's side and the 
decision comes quickly. 19 i!rd2 gf 
20 i!rh6+ � 21 i!rh7+ .\lg7 22 
§h3 §h8 �l. If 23 § xf3+ i!rffi 
WIns. 

C 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 .£lc3 J,te7 4 .£lf3 
.£lf6 5 Jlg5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 J,tM b6 8 
.{ie2 ( 7) . 

On 8 .Q.,d3 the best choice is 8 . . .  
cS immediately. In case White 
exchanges on cS and dS, Black's 
bishop will be better posted on e6 

7 

B 

than on b 7 .  After 9 0-0 -'\..b 7 1 0  § c l  
(on 1 0  i!re2 we recommend 1 0  . . .  cd 
1 red .£lc6 with enough pressure in 
the centre and a good game) 1 0  . . .  
.£lbd7 1 1 . i!re2 § c8 1 2  §fd l  (in 
case of exchanges on dS Black retakes 
with pieces) 1 2  . . .  .£le4 Blackforces 
the exchanges and gets rid of the 
cramped position. 

8 • • •  -'\..b7 9 J,txf6 -'\..xf6 10 cd 
ed 11 0-0. 

Now White's idea becomes clear. 
He enters the exchange variation a 
tempo down, but in return, there 
are some fine points. Because of the 
posItion of the white-squared 
bishop on b7, Black will find it 
difficult to carry out . . .  cS. For 
example: 1 1  . . .  cS 1 2  dc bc 1 3  i!rb3-
and White's pressure on Black's 
hanging pawns is too strong. 
White's intention is to prevent . . .  
cS altogether, either with b4 or 
i!rb3. If Black decides upon the 
passive line with . . .  c6, White will 
base his strategy on the manoeuvre 
.Q.,d3, §fe 1  and e4 at a favourable 
moment. Since Black's bishops 
have no open diagonals, Black has 
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to oppose these plans 
cautiously. 

In order to understand 
dangers we shall 
instructive game. 

Korchnoi -Geller 
match 197 1 

analyse 
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the 
an 

1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 .£lc3 !i.e7 4 4Jf3 
.£lf6 5 Jig50-0 6 e3 h6 7 Ah4 b6 8 
!i.e2 -'\..b7 9 -'\..xf6 -'\..xf6 10 cd ed 
11 0-0 i!re7. In  the eleventh game 
of his match against Karpov, 
Spassky chose 1 1  i!rd6. 
However, after 1 2  § c l  a6 1 3  a3 
.£ld7 14 b4 bS ( 1 4  . . .  -'\..e7 was 
certainly better, with the intention 
to post his bishop on the ideal 
square d6) I S  .£le I followed by 
.£ld3, White was clearly better. 1 1  
· . . i!rd6 does not impress us as a 
good move. In our opinion it is 
better to play 1 1  . . .  Ae7 aiming at 
· . .  -'\..d6. Another alternative is 1 1  
· . .  .£lc6, but the fact is Black has to 
reconcile himself to defensive 
positions. Whoever does not like it 
must take another direction with 8 
· . .  dc 9 J,txc4 Ab7. Here the 
black bishop has his diagonal open 
and after 1 0  0-0 .£lbd 7 1 1  i!re2 
there is the freeing manoeuvre . . .  
.£le4 with approximately level 
play. 12 i!rb3 §d8 13 §adl c5. 
The active lines are not always the 
best lines. Grandmaster Suetin 
recommended here 1 3  . . . c6 14 
J,td3 .£ld7 I S  §fe l  .£lf8 with a 
passive but tough position. 14 de 
J,txc3 15 i!rxc3 be 16 §cl. Black 
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has freed himself but at a high cost. 
He is left with hanging pawns in a 
typical position in which they are 
subjected to constant pressure. 
Black is compelled to sustain a 
difficult defence. 16 • • •  <£)d7 17 
t:!e2. A very useful move in such 
positions. It makes possible the 
doubling of rooks on the d- and c­
files. 17 • • •  t:!ab8. No doubt this 
IS bad. 1 7  t:!dc8 was 
indispensable. The d-pawn is well 
protected and Black can strengthen 
its defence by . .. <£)£6, so all the 
attention should have been paid to 
the defence of the c5 pawn. Besides, 
the rook may be useful on the a-file: 
. . .  a5 is often a useful move here 18 
b3 �e6 19 t:!dl �b6 20 <£)el (8). 

8 
B 

An excellent move, although 
natural and easily found. White 
intends to increase his pressure on 
c5, causing further weakening of 
Black's position. 20 • • •  t:!bc8 21 
-'tg4 �g6. Black would like to get 
rid of the pin on the white diagonal, 
but this shot misses the mark, 
because the bishop simply 

withdraws to h3. 22 Ah3 t:!e7. If22 
. . .  d4 there is 23 ed cd 24 �g3. 23 
4Jd3 <£)f6 24 �a5 <£)e8 25 t:! xe5 
g xe5 26 f)xe5 1-0. The idea to 
carry out . . .  c5 at all costs was over­
ambitious and it was punished. 

D 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 <£)e3 Ae7 4 f)f3 
4Jf6 5 Ag50-0 6 e3 h6 7 Ah4 b6 8 
cd <£)xd5 (9) . 

The basic positIon of the 
Tartakower defence. To . .. b6 
White reacts following very simple 
logic: Black wants to fianchetto his 
QB, so it is useful to shut that 
diagonal at once. Now for a change 
he does not give up his black­
squared bishop as in the above 
variations. Black, however, makes 
use of it, retakes on d5 with his 
knight and goes for the exchange of 
pieces. 9 .\lxe7. If White avoids the 
exchange with .Q.g3, the best reply 
is 9 . .. c5. On 10  <£)xd5 he has 1 0  
. .. � xd5, while 1 0  ,ild3 i s  met 
simply by 1 0  . . .  cd 1 1  ed Ab7 with 
. . .  <£)d 7 and . .. <£) 7£6 to /(lllow. In 
this manner he blockades the 

isolated pawn, which may lead to a 
favourable ending. In comparison 
with some similar positions from a 
different opening White's bishop on 
g3 is not well posted and Black has 
gained a couple of useful tempi. 9 
• • •  �xe7 10 f)xd5 eel 11  flcl. 
For the alternatives 1 1  -'t,e2 and 1 1  
Ad3 see Larsen-Spassky. 11 • • •  

.l1e6. This is undoubtedly better 
than 1 1  . . . .£lb7. Namely, Black's 
plan is to carry out . .. c5, so he has 
to take into consideration the 
exchange at c5, when the bishop is 
badly posted on the b-file on which 
counter pressure must be built. 
Naturally, 1 1  .. . �b4+ is met by 
�d2 and the exchange of queens 
leads to a difficult endgame for 
Black. 12 �a4 e5 13 �a3 t:! e8 14 
.1le2. For 14  .\lb5 see Fischer­
Spassky and Szabo-Kavalek. 14 
· . .  as. Apart from this 1 4  . .. �m 
and 1 4  . . . �m were played here 
often. The intention is obvious: 
threatening . . . c4 to force dc. 
There is no doubt, however, that 
· . .  a5 is the best choice. After the 
exchange on c5 Black will have 
pressure on the b-file to counter­
balance White's pressure on the 
hanging pawns. With that in mind 
the pawn move is very useful: it will 
make possible . " �b4 in some 
cases or . . . a4 if White plays b3. 
Besides, playing . . .  a5 we narrow 
the possibilities of the white queen 
and bishop, which may become 
very unpleasant at a6. 

The position after . . .  a5 is equal. 

Queen's Gambit 1 7  

We turn your attention to the game 
SziIy-Marovic which confirms 
such an opinion. 

Larsen-Spassky 
match 1 968, 8th game 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 <£)e3 Ae7 4 <£)13 
<£)f6 5 .£lg5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 .£lh4 b6 8 
cd <£)xd5 9 .£lxe7 �xe7 10 
f)xd5 eel 11 .\le2. On I I  .£ld3 
.\le6 1 2 0....()c5 1 3 dc bc 1 4 e4 fId8 
is strong and active and also good is 
14 .. . d4 followed by . . . <£)d7, 
with a possible .. . f)b6 and 
perhaps . .. a5 against b3 and the 
blockade of the black pawns. 1 1  ... 
�b4+ is out of the question again, 
because the pressure on the open c­
file would be too strong. 11 • • •  

Ae6 12 0-0 e5 13 �d2. If  White 
plays 1 3  b3, there is 1 3  . .. a5 again. 
13 • • •  <£)d7 14 b3. If l 4  t:! fe l then 
1 4  . .. a5 is the best solution, too. 
Thus, with the white queen on d2, 
14 ... c4 is not attractive because of 
1 5  b3 b5 1 6  �a5. 14 • • •  as 15 
..\lb5. Otherwise a4. 15 • • •  f)f6 16 
t:!acl t:!fe8 17 �b2 ,ild7. Well 
done: Black offers the exchange of 
bishops in order to realize 
undisturbed, the simplifying .. . a4. 
If White played 1 6  <£)e5 instead of 
fI c 1 ,  . . .  f)e4 and . . .  �d6 would 
follow and ... a4 would be possible 
again. 18.£ld3 d19 fle2 ite6 20 
t:!fcl �a7. This not only defends 
c5, but threatens the breakthrough 
on the a-file which leads quickly t� 
a simple drawn position. 21 h3 ab 
22 ab �a3 23 � xa3 t:! xa3 24 
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de §. xb3 25 Aa6 §. xe5 26 §. xe5 
be 27 §. xe5 §.bl+ 28<jfth2 §.b2 
and Black solved all his problems. 
It is instructive to notice what 
simple means keep the balance. 

Fischer-Spassky 
match 1 972, 6th game 
I d e6 2 .!£)f3 d5 3 d4 4Jf6 4 .!£)c3 
Ae7 5 J1g5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 Ah4 b6 
8 cd .!£) xd5 9 Axe7 '¥'f xe7 10 
.!£)xd5 ed 11 §.cl Ae6 12 '¥'fa4 c5 
13 '¥'fa3 §. c8 14 Ab5 a6. Before he 
develops the knight, Black wants to 
chase the bishop and get rid of the 
unpleasant possibility, Aa6. 15 de 
be 16 0-0 §.a7. 1 6  . . .  '¥'fb7 is 
certainly better. 17 Ae2 .!£)d7. On 
1 7  . . .  a5 IS §.c3 is strong and 
White has the typical pressure on 
the hanging pawns in the centre. 18 
4Jd4 '¥'ffB. White's ISth is very 
strong. White's knight joins the 
fight with hidden threats. I S  . . .  
.!£)ffi would be met by 1 9  .!£)b3 .!£)d 7 
20 §.c3 19 .!£) xe6 fe 20 e4 ( 10) . 

10 

B 

A brilliant move, weakening 
Black's pawns. On 20 . . .  de follows 
2 1  Ac4 '¥'fe7 22 §.fe l  .!£)ffi 23 f3. 
Tal proposed 20 . . .  c4 as the best, 

but after 2 1  �h3 �f7 22 Ag4 §. eS 
23 ,llh5 g6 24 Ae2 Black is living in 
hard times 20 • • •  d4. This move 
must have been played with a 
heavy heart. I t  means the blockade 
of the pawns, it leaves White's 
bishop an excellent post and lasting 
pressure. We have here a wonderful 
example of good strategy against 
hanging pawns in the centre. 21 f4 
'¥'fe7 22 e5. Excellent again: . . . 
.!£)b6 is prevented with the threat 
f5. 22 • • •  §.bS 23 Ad <jfth8. On 
23 . . .  .!£)b6, 24 �b3 wins. 24 '¥'fh3 
.!£)fB 25 b3 a5 26 15. Black has no 
counterplay and Fischer starts the 
attack. 26 • • •  ef27 §. xf5 4Jh7 28 
§.cfl '¥'fd8 29 '¥'fg3 §.e7 30 h4. 
Now the knight is out of play. 30 • • •  

§.bb7 31 e6 §.be7 32 '¥'fe5 '¥'fe8 
33 a4 �d8 34 §. 1f2 '¥'fe8 35 §.2f3 
'¥'fd8 36 Ad3. Black is stalemated 
and the execution is quick. 36 • • •  

'¥'fe8 37 '¥'fe4 .!£)ffi 38 §. xffi gf 39 
§. xffi )fj>g8 40 Ad )fj>h8 41 �4 
I�. A brilliant lesson on hanging 
pawns. 

Szabo-Kavalek 
IBM, Amsterdam 1 973 
I d e6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jf3 d5 4 .!£)c3 
Ae7 5 J1g5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 Ah4 b6 
8 cd .!£) xd5 9 Axe7 "t!r xe7 10 
.!£)xd5 ed 11 §.cl Ae6 12 '¥'fa4 
c5 13 �a3 §.e8 14 Ab5 '¥'fb7 ( 11). 

Grandmaster Geller was the first 
to play this excellent move against 
Timman, AVRO 1 973. Bl3;ck offers 
a pawn, but he counts on better 
development to compensate for the 

1 1  

W 

material. White has to accept the 
sacrifice because of the threat . . .  c4 
with the advance of the Q-side 
pawns. 15 de be 16 §. x e5 §. xe5 
17 '¥'f xe5 .!£)a6. The critical 
moment of the game. IS �c6 
does not work because of IS . . .  
�xc6 1 9  Axc6 §.bS! .  After the 
exchange on a6 White cannot 
castle. Besides. his pawn on a2 is 
hanging, and it is White who has to 
fight for a draw. 18 Axa6 
'¥'f xa6 19 �a3 �d 20 �e3. In 
Timman-Geller White tried to 
play for a win, but after 20 �d2 
'¥'fg4 2 1  §.g I d4 he was in 
difficulties he did npt overcome: 
That game continued: 22 .!£)xd4 
(on 22 ed §.bS 23 b3 Ad5 Black's 
attack breaks through) 22 . . .  '¥'fM 
23 §.e 1 (what else?) 23 . . .  i!rxf2+ 
24 §.e2 '¥'ffl 25 ,!£)xe6 fe 26 '¥'fd6 
)fj>h8 with a strong initiative for 
Black. 20 • • •  '¥'f xa2 21 0-0 §. bS 22 
b4 '¥'fa4 23 §.al '¥'fxb4 24 '¥'fx b4 
§. xb4 t-l 

Szily-Marovic 
Wijk aan Zee 1 972 
I d4 d5 2 d e6 3 .!£)c3 Ae7 4 4Jf3 
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�ffi5 h5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7  Ah4b6 8 
cd .!£) xd5 9 Axe7 �xe7 10 

.!£) xd5 ed 11 §.cl Ae6 12 �a4 c5 
13 �a3 §.e8 14 Ae2 a5 15 0-0 
'¥'fa7. 1 5  . . .  .!£)a6 used to be 
played, but after 16 Axa6 and the 
following dc Black has problems 
with his hanging pawns. This move 
is much more effective. Black 
threatens . . .  c4 and in case ofb3 he 
has . . .  a4. 16debe I7 §.e3 .!£)d7 18 
§.fcl §. cbS. The best. The c-pawn 
is well protected by the knight and 
Black can build pressure along the b­
file. The queen is very well posted on 
a 7 and will soon reach b4 via b6 wi th 
initiative. It is helpful to notice that 
by moving the rook from cS, Black 
prevents .!£)d4. 19 .!£)el. The usual 
manoeuvre against the hanging 
pawns. Here, however, it has not the 
usual strength and we shall see why. 
19 • • •  a4. Black decided to direct his 
forces towards b2 and he stops b3 in 
advance. 20 .!£)d3 e421.!£)f4 .!£)ffi22 
Af3 '¥'fb6. So white provoked c4, 
but it brought more headaches 
rather than relief. Black's pressure 
on the b-file is more valuable and 
there is no doubt Black is better. 23 
§. le2 §.a5 24 §.d2 §.b5. Draw 
agreed, although Black is clearly 
better . 

E 
I d4 d5 2 d e6 3 .!£)c3 Ae7 4 4Jf3. 
The line 4 cd ed 5 Af4 will be 
analysed in the games of the match 
Spassky-Korchnoi. 4 • • •  4Jf6 5 
Aft ( 12) . 
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12 

B 

As with all other continuations, 
this one has its advantages and its 
drawbacks. From the square f4 the 
bishop controls only one central 
square, eS, while from g5 its effect is 
felt on dS and e4 and sometimes 
even on cS because of the pin on the 
diagonal. It leaves Black with a 
larger choice and imposes less 
problems. On the other side, 
however, Black has no simplifying 
knight jump, . . .  4Je4, which helps 
him in so many cases. 5 • • •  0-0 6 
.§cl . For the line 6 e3 cS see the 
game Gipslis-Marovic. 6 • • •  

4Jbd7 . 6 . . .  c5 at once is also 
possible. See the game Petrosian­
Bikhovsky. 7 e3 e5 . With the white 
bishop on g5 this standard blow is 
more difficult. Here the freeing 
move comes naturally and that is  
the basic difference between the 
two positions. 8 de 4Jxe5 9 lte2 . 
On 9 cd 4Jxd5 is unpleasant, while 
the text move leads to a simple 
PQsition. 9 • • •  de 10 ltxc4 a6 1 1  
4Je5 i!txdl+ 1 2  .§ xdl b5 1 3  
lte2 ltb7 and Black has solved his 
opening difficulties successfully. 

Petrosian-Bikhovsky 
Moscow Championship 1968 
1 c4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  4Je3 Ae7 4 Af4 
4Jffi 5 e3 0-0 6 .§ cl e5 7 de 4Jc6 8 
4Jf3 Axe5 9 a3 . We have reached 
our position in a somewhat different 
order of moves. It is evident that 
White cannot grab the pawn on dS 
and. he decides upon the pawn 
advance. 9 • • •  d4 10 ed. If 10 4Ja4 
then 10 . . . ilfaS+ followed by a 
piece sacrifice. 10 • • •  4J xd4 1 1  
4Je5 b6 1 2  Ad3 Ab7 1 3  0-0 h6 . 
13 . , .  as was correct here and 
Black would have a good game. 
The text move, as well as the 
following withdrawal of the knight, 
shows that Black loses the thread of 
the fight and White takes the 
initiative. 14 '§el 4Jc6 15 .§e2 
ilfc8 16 4Jg4. Black's indecision 
and the lack of a natural plan has 
allowed White to start an attack on 
the weakened K-wing. 16 • • •  Ae7 
17 4Jxffi+ ltxffi 18 4Je4 lte7 19 
i!thS .§d8 20 .§c3 . Moving the 
rook into an attacking position, 
while the black pieces are cut off on 
the other side of the board. 20 • • •  f5 
21 4Jg3 ltffi (13). 

13 
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22 4Jxf5 . This sacrifice breaks 
through. 22 . . . ef does not work 
because AxfS traps the queen. 22 
• • •  ltxe3 23 4Jxh6+ gh 24 
i!tg6+ Ag7 25 Axh6 .§d7 26 
i!th7+ <iJlfB 27 .§ xe6 .  Now the 
king cannot escape, the game is 
over. 27 • • •  .§e7 28 .§ffi+ �e8 29 
i!tg6+ �d7 30 Af5+ 1 ..... 

Gipslis-Marovic 
Zagreb 1965 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 4Jf3 4Jf6 4 4Je3 
Ae7 5 Af4 0-0 6 e3 e5 . This is the 
simplest method to equalize. 7 de 
AxcS. In our opinion Black should 
not sharpen the fight with 7 . . .  
i!ta5, because after 8 a3 dc 9 Axc4 
i!txcS 10 '§-e2 White has a strong 
initiative. A game between Portisch 
and Eliskases continued: 10 . . .  a6 
I I  e4 bS 12 AdS Ab7 13 .§c1 ilfb6 
(13 . . .  �h5 is better.) 14 h4 4Jb 
d7 IS e5 with a strong attack. 
Therefore we recommend the text. 
8 a3 de 9  Axc4 i!t xdl+ 10 .§ xdl 
a6 . White is somewhat better 
developed, but that is not enough 
for any serious advantage. With . . .  
b5 and . . .  Ab 7 Black will free 
himselfcompletely. l l  Ad3 4Jbd7. 
On 11 . . .  b5 White would play 12 
4Je4. 12 4Je5 b5 13 4Je4 Ab7 . 
Giving up the pair of bishops but 
completing his development in time, 
which is of decisive importance. 14 
4Jxd7 4Jxd7 15 Abl �d5 16 
4Jc3 . After 16 4Jxc5 4Jxc5 White 
has no advantage whatever. 16 • • •  

4Jb6 17 4Jxd5 4J xd5 18 lte4 
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.§ad819 �xd5ed20�e2d4 . This 
leadsquicklytoadraw. 21 e4f522ef 
.§ xf5 23 Ag3 Ad6 t-t. 

Korchnoi -Spassky 
match 1969, 2nd game 
1 d4d5 2 c4 e6 3  4Je3 Ae7 4 eded 
5 Af4 . After 5 4Jf3 4Jffi 6 Af4 c6 7 
e3 Black develops his QB-7 . .  . 
AfS, while 7 ilfc2 is met by 7 . . .  g6 
and the development difficulties are 
solved. 5 • • •  e6 6 e3 Af5 7 g4 �e6 
8 h3 Ad6 . The black bishop moves 
to d6 with a loss of a tempo, but in a 
closed position this is of no 
consequence and the move is 
certainly good. The question only 
remains whether it was better to 
play 7 . . .  Ac8. 9 4Jge2 4Je7 10 
ilfb3 . After to Axd6 ilfxd6 11 
4Jf4 4Jd7 Black can castle long. 10 
• • •  Ae8 11 Ag2 4Jg6. 11 . . .  4Ja6 
immediately is better. 12 ltxd6 
i!txd6 13 h4 4Ja6 14 g5 4Je7 15 
4Jf4 4Je7 . 15 . . .  �b4 also came 
into consideration, although with 
the queens exchanged and after 
castling Q-side, White has some­
what the better play. 16� i1.g4 
17 13. 17 .§d2 is slightly better. 17 
• • •  �d7 18 4Jfe2 . 18 i!t x b 7 0-0 19 
'§-b3 AfS is too dangerous. 18 • • •  

� 19 e4 ffi (14) 
20 4Ja4 . The strong move . . .  ffi 

checked White's advance in the 
centre and he is trying to get an 
initiative on the Q-side. On 20 f4 
there is 20 . . .  Ag4 as well as 20 . .  . 
de 21 4Jxt'4 ,§-e6 (but not 21 . .  . 
�d5 because of 22 �b4) 22 d5 
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14 
I'V 

.:£lexd5. 20 • • •  .:£le6 21 gf gf 22 
�bl. Or 22 Ah3 .:£lf4. 22 • • •  �b8 
23 Ah3 �hg8. Though at first 
sight cramped, Black controls the 
position and advantage for White is 
out of the question. 24 �e3 de 25 
fe G. Spassky had to foresee this 
and the whole series of following 
moves-at his 24th, which was not 
easy. I t is important now that on 26 
efhe has 26 . . .  .:£lg7. 26 e5 .:£ld5 27 
�d2 �f8 28 �dfl .:£le7 29 �b4 
Ae8 30 �fl �n 31 �hfl �gf8 
32 .ilg2. Bad is 32 Axf5 .:£lxf5 33 
� xf5 �g6 34 h5 � xf5 35 hg 
� xfl + and . . .  hg. 32 • • •  .:£ld5 33 
Axd5 � xd5 34 .:£lae3 �dd8 35 
d5. Seeking for advantage at all 
costs, Korchnoi was forced into 
time-trouble by the first-rate 
defence of his opponent and now he 
commits an error. 35 .:£le4 was 
better. Naturally, it causes no 
special troubles to Black and in 
time-trouble it is not easy to make 
such a step, especially if you see 35 
. . .  �g6 36 .:£ld6 f4+ 37 �a l f3 or 
35 . . .  �h5 36 .:£ld6 �xh4 37 
.:£lxf5 � xf5. 35 • • •  cd 36 .:£ld4 

�e7. Black seizes the opportunity. 
37 .:£lxG �xe538 .:£lb5.0r38 .:£le7 
� x£2 39 .:£lc6+ �a8 40 .:£lxe5 
� xfl + and White will not hold out 
for long. 38 • • •  d4 39 �el �e5 40 
�b3 � xG 41 � e2 �xb5 �I. 

Korchnoi -S passky 
match 1 969, 6th game 
I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 .:£le3 Ae7 4 cd ed 
5 Af4 c6 6 �e2 g6 7 �. It is 
the only way to wage a real battle . 
After 7 e3 Af5 8 Ad3 Axd3 9 
�xd3 .:£lbd7 the position is 
relatively simple. 7 • • •  .:£lffi 8 f3 
.:£la6. Playing originally, White 
chose a sharp road and Black 
accepted the challenge. The last 
move leads to a piece sacrifice 
which will reveal the drawbacks of 
the early advance in the centre and 
long castling. 9 e4 .:£lb4 10 �b3 
Ae6 11 e5 .:£ld7 12 a3 a5 (J 5) . 

15 
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A brilliant sacrifice based on the 
threats to the white king and t�e 
fact that White is behind in 
development. 13 ab ab 14 .:£lbl 
c5 15 g4. 1 5  Ab5 came into 
consideration. Bad is 1 5  dc .:£lxc5 

16  �e3 d4. 15 • • •  c4 16 �e3 �a2 
17 h4 �a5 18 �h2 �al 19 Ad3. 
The sacrifice paid off. White must 
give back the material. But Black 
thinks it is not enough, he wants the 
king's head. 19 • • •  b3 20 .:£le2 ltb4 
21 h5 � 22 hg fg. 22 . . .  cd was 
also possible. 23 �dhl cd 24 
�xd3 �e7+ 25 .:£lec3. On 25 
�d l ,  25 . . .  �c4 wins. 25 • • •  

.:£lb6. An oversight in time trouble. 
25 . . .  Axc3 26 bc � xf4 27 
�xg6+ �ffi won simply. 26 
�xg6+ hg 27 �h8+ � 28 
� lh7+ �e8 29 � xf8+ �xf8 30 
� xe7 .:£lc4 31 � xb7 Axe3 32 bc 
b2+ 33 �e2 �e8 34 Ag5 �a6. 
Black can still draw with 34 . . .  
Ad7 35 e6 Aa4+ 36 �d3 �ffi 37 
Ae7+ �g7 38 Ad8+ �ffi etc. 35 
.:£ld2 lte8 36 �e7+ �f8 37 
.:£lxc4 de 38 �xb2 �b6+ 39 
�e2 Ab7 40 � xb7 � xb7 41 f4 
�h7 42 �b2 1-0 . 

F 
I d4 d5 2 c4 eO 3 .:£lc3 Ae7 4 .:£lf3 
.:£lffi 5 Ag5. For the line 5 cd ed 6 
Ag5 see Bobotsov-Petrosian. 5 • • •  

� 6 e3 .:£lbd7 7 cd. Here we have
· 

to be acquainted with the dangers 
of Rubinstein's attack starting with 
7 �c2; White prepares to castle 
long, hoping to have his hands free 
on the other side. 7 . . .  h6 8 h4 (For 
8 Ah4 see Lasker-Capablanca. 8 
Af4 is best met by 8 . . .  c5, trying 
to open the position. For example: 9 
cd cd followed by . . .  .:£lxd5 or 9 
.:£lb5 cd 1 0  .:£lc7 Ab4+ I I  \t>e2 e5 
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and Black is winning. The text mO\T 
is grandmaster Tolush's mO\T 
leading to \Try sharp positions. ) 8 
. . .  c5 9 0-0-0 �a5 10  g4 dc II 
Axc4 .:£lb6 1 2  Ac2 Ad7 13  Axffi 
gf 14 g5 cd and Black has 
countcrplay-Pachman's analysis. 
If Black wants to avoid this doubIc­
edged line, he has to insert 6 . . .  h6. 
We shall see these positions in our 
chosen games. 7 . . •  ed 8 �c2 e6 9 
Ad3 (16). 

16 
B 

The basic position of the 
Exchange Variation. White has 
prevented the freeing manoeuvre 
. . .  .:£le4 and now has a choice: K­
side castling with a minority attack 
on the Q-side or Q-side castling and 
an attempt to attack on the K-wing. 
The latter plan is not realistic, since 
Black has not weakened his king 
position and, posting his knight at 
ffi, he can attain a defensive 
position not easy to break down. 
The minority attack, on the other 
hand, is a dangerous weapon, but as 
we shall see you can beat it back. 9 
• • •  �e8 10�. After 1 00 -O-O.:£lffi 
II .:£le5 Black simplifies with . . .  
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.£)g4, while any sort of K-side 
attack is met by a simple plan-. . .  
�e6, . . .  §,c8 and . . .  c5 with 
enough counterplay. 10 • • •  .£)fBll  
§,abl. We shall note some other 
possibilities for White, too. Black 
has prepared for . . . .£)e4, which 
may be prevented by II §,ae l .  If 
then II . . .  .£)e4, White continues 
Axe7, .£)d2 and £3. That's why, in 
case of II §,ae 1 ,  Black must resort 
to another freeing manoeuvre - I I  
. . . .£)h5 1 2  Axe7 "tIrxe7 .  I f  White 
tries to prepare this plan with I I  h3, 
then 1 1  . . .  .£)e4 is possible. Taking 
on e4 does not help here, while a 
minority attack after 1 3  §,ab l a5 
14 a3 does not work because of 1 4  
. . .  .£)d6 1 5  b4 ab 1 5  ab b5. White 
can quicken. the advance of his 
pawns by II Axffi Axffi 1 2  b4, 
but after 1 "2 . . .  Ae7 Black will 
meet b5 by . . .  c5 and, supported 
by the pair of bishops, his isolated 
pawn will not be weak. 

11 • • •  a5. 
There are several moves here, 

but this is the correct one. White's 
intention is to play b2�b4�b5 
forcing Black into an unpleasant 
decision: to take on b5 weakening 
his d-pawn or to allow the exchange 
on c6 with the appearance of a 
backward pawn. Such an action 
must be prevented at once. 

After 1 2  a3 .£)e4 1 3  Axe7 "tIrxe7 
14  ..Q.xe4 de 1 5  .£)d2 £5 the black 
bishop will take his place at e6 or 
d5, while 14 b4 11.£5 causes no 
problems to Black. 

Bobotsov� Petrosian 
Lugano Olympiad 1 968 
I d4 .£)ffi 2 c4 e6 3 .£)f3 d5 4 cd eel 
5 .£)c3 c6 6 Ag5 �e7 7 "tIre2 g6. 
When White develops his KN at an 
early stage he cannot prevent the 
development of the black QB. 8 e3 
Af5 9 Ad3 Axd3 10 "tIrxd3 
.£)bd7. Precisely played. On 1 0  . . .  
0-0, White can take on ffi ar,d play 
b4. 1 1  Ah6 .£)gt l'l Af4 0-0 13 
0-0 §, e8 14 h3 .£)gf6 15 .£)e5. 
Without the white-squared bishop 
it is difficult to organize a minority 
attack and White tries to get an 
initiative by different means. 15 • . •  

.£)b6 16 ltg5. White starts to roam 
without a plan. 16 • • •  .£)e4 17 
Axe7 "tIrxe7 18 "tIre2 .£)d6 19 
.£)a4 .£)be4. Preferring to 
exchange the centralized knight. 20 
.£)xc4 .£)xc4 21 .£)e5 .£)d6 22 
§,acl "tIrg5. Black is gradually 
improving his position. The queen 
sally prepares for action on the K­
side, while White still wanders 
without a plan. 23 "tIrdl h5 24 
<it>hl. Foreseeing ... .£)£5-h4. 24 
• • •  §,e7. A natural and simple 
move, but of exceptional strength. 
From e7 it defends and attacks. 25 
.£)d3 .£)e4 26 .£)e5 .£)d6 27 .£)d3 
�f5 28 .£)e5. A pawn avalanche 
threatens White's castled king, but 
White seems to be paralysed and his 
waiting moves are grist to Black's 
mill. 28 • • •  ffi 29 .£)f3 §,g7 30 
.£)h2 §,e8 31 �gl .£)e4 32 �f3 
"tIre6 33 §,fdl (17). Once again a 
pointless move and Black starts the 

attack with a pawn sacrifice. 33 
§,fe l was better. 

17 
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33 • • •  g5 34 "tIrxh5 f5 35 §,el 
g4 36 hg fg 37 f3 gf 38 .£)xf3. 
Following the golden rules of attack 
Black opened the files and the 
comedy is over. On 38 "tIrxf3, 38 
. . .  §,ffi and 39 . . .  .§.f2 wins. 38 
• • •  §,h739 "tIre5 "tIre8 40 �4 §,fB 
41 "tIre5 §,f5 and the queen is 
trapped in the middle of the board. 
Bobotsov evidently did not play 
well this game, but the course ofthe 
struggle nevertheless points out the 
passiveness of the pawn structure 
reached after the opening. 

Lasker�Capablanca 
match 192 1 ,  1 0th game 
I df d5 2 c4 e6 3 .£)c3 .£)ffi 4 Jig5 
!J..e7 5 e3 0-0 6 .£)f3 .£)bd7 7 "tIre2 
c58 §,dl "tIra59 Ad3. The seventh 
game of the match continued: 9 cd 
.£)xd5 10 Axe7 .£)xe7 I I  Ad3 
.£)ffi 1 2  O-{) cd 1 3  .£)xd4 Ad7 14  
.£)e4 .£)ed5 with a good game for 
Black. 9 • • •  h6 10 11.h4 cd. The 
theoreticians discovered later on 
that the best answer was 1 0  . . .  dc 
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l' Axc4 .£)b6 and now the bishop 
cannot take his excellent place at 
b3, while on !J..d3, Black continues 
. " .£)bd5. When White castles 
long, . . .  dc followed by . . .  .£)b6 
again gives Black the most. The text 
move is not precise. It is very useful 
to analyse this position thoroughly 
because we get a deep insight into 
its problems which are rather 
typical. 1 1  eel de-12 !J..xc4 .£)b6 13 
!J..b3. That's the point: there is no 
Black c-pawn and no threat of . . .  
c4, so that the white bishop can 
preserve his attacking position on 
the diagonal a2�8. 13 • • •  !J..d7 14 
0-0 §,ac8 15 .£)e5 !J..b5. 1 5  . . .  
Ac6 was correct; a move earlier, 
too. The Ab3 is so active that Black 
must shut his diagonal. 16 §,fel 
.£)bd5 ( 18) . 

18 
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Perhaps Black had in mind 16  
. . .  !J..c4 and then discovered that i t  
leads to  problems after 1 7  Axc4 
.£)xc4 1 8  11.xffi !J..xffi 1 9  .£)d7 
§,fd8 20 .£) xffi+ gf2 1  §,d3. So we 
have the position in which Gyula 
Breyer found a way to a won 
position: 1 7  !J..xffi !J..xffi (in case of 
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Ii . . .  �xf6, 1 8  �g6 fg 19  .§xe6 
decides) 1 8  .llxd5 ed 1 9  �g4 .llg5 
20 f4 Axf4 21 �f5 Ac7 (otherwise 
22 i/r xd5 a6 21 al �� ..£)xd.'i with 
the superior game. l'ieither Lasker 
nor Capablanca saw this 
possibility. 17 .llxd5 �xd5 18 
Axe7 �xe7 19 �b3 .llc6 20 
�xc6 be 21 .§e5. All is simplified 
now. Both opponents have one 
weakness each. White, however, 
starts to play superficially. The last 
move has no sense. 21 • • •  �b6 22 
�c2 .§fd8 23 �e2 .§d5 24 
.§ xd5. 24 .§ e3 keeps the balance. 
This is clearly bad and it is strange 
that Lasker plays such a move. 24 
• • •  cd 25 �d2 �f5 26 b3 h5 27 
h3. 27  g3 is undoubtedly stronger. 
27 • • •  h4 28 �d3 .§ c6 29 )frO g6 
30 �bl �b4 31 )frgl. White 
cannot oppose on the c-file because 
of his weakness at d4 and he can 
only wait. Some proposed �b2 as 
better, but the position remains 
difficult. 31 • • •  as 32 �b2 a4 33 
�d2 �xd2 34 .§ xd2 ab 35 ab 
.§b6 36 .§d3 .§a6. The rook 
prepares to occupy the seventh rank 
and with White weaknesses at b3 
and d4 the win is only a matter of 
time. 37 g4 hg 38 fg .§a2 39 �c3 
.§c2 40 �dl �e7 41 �e3 .§cl+ 
42 )fj>f2 �c6 43 �I .§ bl 44 )fre2 
.§ xb3 45 )fre3 .§ b4 46 �c3 �e7 
47 �e2 �f5+ 48 )fj>f2 g5 49 g4 
�6 50 �gl �e4+ 51 )fj>fl 
.§bl+ 52 )frg2 .§b2+ 53 )fj>fl 
.§ f2+ 54 )frel .§ a2 55)fj>fl )frg756 
.§ e3 )frg6 57 .§ d3 f6 58 .§ e3 )fj>f7 

59 .§d3�e7 60 .§e3 )frd661 .§d3 
.§f2+ 62�el .§g263 � .§a264 
.§e3 e5 65 .§d3 ed 66 .§xd4 �c5 
67 .§dl d468 .§cl+ <ifid5 �l. 

G 
I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 �c3 Ae7 4 �f3 
�f6 5 llg5 � 6 e3 �bd7 7 .§cl 
a6 (19). 

19 
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This is known as the Carlsbad 
V a r i a t i o n ,  or s o m e t i mes  
Henneberger after the master who 
liked to play it. To an experienced 
eye the idea of . . .  a6 will be clear 
immediately. Black forces his 
opponent to a show-down in the 
centre. Ifhe takes at d5, we have a 
well-known position from the 
Exchange Variation with a slight 
difference: white rook at c I instead 
of a l  and black pawn at a6 instead 
of a 7. The difference is not essential 
an<;l we shall not repeat the lines 
worked out earlier. If White 
c.ontinues his development, Black's 
intention is to take at c4 and then 
advance . . .  b5 with tempo and . . .  
c5, too. 

We shall analyse this position in 

a number of games. White will 
choose the waiting 8 a3 or 8 �c2, 
which we analyse in Polugaevsky� 
Portisch, Capablanca �Alekhine 
and Grunfeld�Alekhine. White can 
also play 8 a4 in order to prevent 
the plan . . .  dc, . . .  b5 (see 
Olafsson�Marovit) . The third 
possibility directed against Black's 
intentions is 8 c5 (see Portisch� 
Petrosian) . 

We shall not pay attention to 8 
.lld3 because it is grist to Black's 
mill. After 8 . . .  dc 9 Axc4 b5 10 
lld3 c5 II 0-0 .i1,b7 or I I  e4 cd 12  
�xd4 .i1,b7 with . . .  �c5 to follow 
or II a4 b4 Black has a good game 
in all cases. 

Capablanca �Alekhine 
match 1927, 2 1 st game 
I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 �c3 �f6 4 Ag5 
�bd7 5 e3 Ae7 6 �f3 � 7 .§cl 
a6 8 a3. White is waiting. In case of 
8 . . .  dc he would not lose a tempo 
as in the line 8 .Q,d3. There is 
something else, too; after . . .  dc and 
. " b5, the white bishop can 
withdraw to a2 and a new idea 
appears-pressure along the 
diagonal b I �h 7 after the further 
.Q.b I ,  �d3. On the other hand, 
again in comparison with some 
other lines of the Queen's Gambit, 
Black gains time because he carries 
out . . .  c5 without . . .  c6. 8 • • •  h6 9 
.Q.h4 de 10 .i1,xc4 b5. This is 
stronger than 10 . . .  c5, which 
Alekhine played in 1 3th and 1 5th 
games of the match, although he 
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was OK after II dc �xc5 1 2  .Q,e2 
b6 1 3  i/rxd8; now the simplest was 13  
. . .  .§xd8 1 4 b4 �cd7 15  �e4 .Q,b7 
1 6 �xf6+ �xf6, and I 7  .§c7 ismet 
by .§ac8. 11 Ae2. \Ye shall analyse 
.Q,a2 in Polugaevsky�Portisch. It is 
more dangerous for Black. II . . .  
Ab7 12 �. Alekhine showed an 
important line at this point: 1 2  b4 
does not work becauseof l 2  . . .  a5 13  
i/rb3 ab  14  ab  g5  followed by �d5. 
12 . • •  c5 13dc �xc5 14 �d4 .§c8 
15 b4. This was not necessary and is 
weakening. 15 • • •  �cd7 16 Ag3. 
16  Af'3 was better. Also 16  �b3, 
preparing for a jump to c5 or a5 in 
some variations. 16 • • .  �b6 17 
i/rb3 �fd5. White's last mOH>swere 
played without plan and the 
advantage slowly passed to Black. 
He threatens . . .  �xc3 and . . . 
Ad5. 18 Af3 .§c4 19 �e4 i/rc8 20 
.§ xc4. Alekhine recommended 20 
i/rb I. \Yhi te probably did not see the 
reply. 20 . . •  �xc4 21 .§cl 
i/ra8 (20) . 

20 
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22 �c3. The threat was 22 . . . 
�dxe3, while �c5 is not on 
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because of 22 . . .  Axc5 with . . .  
E! c8 to follow. 22 • • •  E! e8 23 
.£)xd5 Axd5 24 11xd5 ,§-xd5 25 
a4. Making use of the weakness at 
c4 has paid off. \-Vith his centralized 
pieces, Black dominates the board. 
The last move weakens the b-pawn, 
but White obviously had to get rid 
of the weakness at a3. 25 • • •  llf6 
26 .£)£3. 26 E!d I is met by 26 . . .  
E!d8. 26 • • •  Ab2 27 E!el.  I t  turns 
out that . . .  llb2 is a very 
unpleasant move. On 27  E! b I there 
is the unexpected 27 . . .  .£)a3 28 
,§-xb2 .£)xbl  29 '§-xbl  '§-b3 
followed by . . .  ba, while Alekhine 
intended to answer 27 E!dl  with 27 
. . .  ba 28 '§-xa4 .£)b6 29 E! xd5 
.£)xa4 30 E!dl .£)c3 31 E!el E!c4 
32 Ad6 .£)e4 33 lle 7 ffi 34 E! b I 
�f7 35 �fl Ac3 etc. 27 • • •  E!d8 
28 ab ab 29h3 e5 • . . .  e4 will decide 
quickly. The llg3 is out of play and 
White's knight has no good squares. 
30 E!ble431 .£)d4. There is nothing 
better. After 31 .£)e 1 �d2, White is 
almost in zugswang. 31 • • •  Axd4 
32 E!dl .£)xe3 �I. 

Polugaevsky-Portisch 
Portoroz 1973 
I d4 .£)f6 2 c4 e6 3 .£)f3 d5 4 .£)c3 
Ae7 5 Jtg5 0-0 6 e3 .£)bd7 7 E!cl 
a6 8 a3 c6 9 l1.d3 h6 10 Ah4 de 11 
Axc4 b5 12 Aa2 c5. This time the 
bishop comes to a2 where it is better 
posted. 13 0-0 Ab7 14 de f}xe5 
15 .£)d4. The previous game taught 
us that the squares b3 and c4 are 
potentially weak. I t  also helps to 

understand why the bishop at a2 is 
. so useful. 15 • • •  E! e8 16 £3. In case 
of 16 �e2, preparing for E!fd l  and 
pressure on the d-file, Black resorts 
to the freeing 16 . . .  .£)fe4. The text 
move will limit the activity of 
Black's pieces in the centre and it 
seems to be the best choice for 
White. 16 • • •  i!rb6 17 b4 f}ed7 18 
Af2 11d6 (21) . 
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An excellent move. Chased from 
one diagonal, Black will dominate 
another. 19 e4 �e7 20 g3 i!rbB 21 
�e2 f}e5. Directing his cavalry 
towards White's weakness at c4 and 
judging rightly that 22 f4 is not 
dangerous: 22 ' "  f}eg4 23 e5 
.£)xf2 24 E! xf2 E! xc3 followed by 
. . .  f}e4 etc. White should have 
reacted the same way, namely 
thinking of his opponent's 
wc:aknesses with f}b3. Polugaevsky 
m akes the same mistake 
Capablanca made. 22 E!fdl E!fd8 
23 f}xe6. 23 f4 is out for the same 
reason as above, but this move is 
risky and not appropriate here. 23 
• • •  fe 24 Axe6+ �h8 25 f4. 
Perhaps White had had in mind 25 

llxc8 E! xc8 26 f4 .£)c4 27  e5, but 
then understood that the simple 27 
. . .  llxe5 23 te  f}x('.'J ga\T mack 
a superior attack. 25 • • •  E! xc3. 
The counter-sacrifice simplifies it 
all. 26 E! xc3 f}xe4 27 E!e3 f}xf2 
28 �xf2 .£)c4. The best again. On 
28 . . .  f}c6, 29 Af7 is unpleasant. 
29 Axc4 be 30 i!rxc4 E!f8 31 
E!d4. This is quite a mistake. 
Polugaevsky was of the opinion that 
the proper move was �e 1. Now 
Black wins the exchange. 31 • • •  

Ae5 32 E!de4 llxe4 33 E! xe4 
�b6+ 34 �g2 Af6 35 E!e6 i!rb5 
36 �xb5 ab 37 E!b6 E!a8 38 
E! xb5 E! xa3 39 M. Very bad. A 
new weakness on g3 appears and 
Black quickly makes usc of it. 39 • • •  

Ac3 40 E!b6 Ael 41 E!g6 Axb4 
42 h5 Ael 43 �h3 �g8 44 �g2 
�45 �h3 E!e3 46 �g2 E! e6 47 
E!g4 E!a6 48 E!h4 E!a2+ 49 �h3 
Af2 50 E!g4 E!a5 51 �g2 Ad4 52 
E!h4 Af6 53 E!hl E!al �1. 

Grunfeld -Alekhine 
Carlsbad 1923 
I d4 f}f6 2 c4 e6 3 .£)e3 d5 4 Jtg5 
Ae7 5.£)f3 f}bd7 6 e3 0-0 7 E!cl 
c6 8 �c2 a6. They played in a 
different order of moves but it has 
no importance. After 7 E! c I a6 8 
�c2 h6 White can choose 
courageously 9 cd hg l O de fe I I  
f}Xg5 f}b6 12 M with a dangerous 
threat of h5, and he can answer 9 
. " ed with 10 Af4. That's why 
Black is waiting with c6. 9 a3. 9 a4 is 
met by 9 . . .  f}e4. 9 • • •  h6 10 Ah4 
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E!e8 11 Ad3. Useful moves have 
been exhausted. 11 • • .  de 12 
Axc4 b5 13 Aa2 c5 14 E!dl • 

Correct was 14 0--0, but White 
follows other ideas. 14 • • •  cd 15 
.£)xd4 �b6 16 Abl Ab7 17 0-0. 
Alekhine set a trap. On 17 f}dxb5 
he would play 17 . . .  �c6 and . . .  
�xg2, not 17 . . .  ab 18 E! xd7. 17 

• • •  E!ac8 18 i!rd2 f}e5 19 ,Axf6 
.,(txf6 20 �e2 g6 21 i!re2 .£)c4 22 
.,(te4 llg7. Black saw through his 
opponent's intention. If 22 ' " 
.£)xa3 then 23 i!rf3 Axe4 24 
.£)xe4 etc. 23 llxb7 ,§-xb7 24 
E! cl e5 25 .£)£3 e4 26 f}d4 E! ed8 
27 E!fdl '£)e5 28 f}a2. 28 f3 was 
proposed as better. 28 • • •  .£)d3 29 
E! xe8 �xe8 30 £3 ( 22) 

22 

B 

This is an error. 30 f}c3 was 
correct. 30 .  • •  E! xd4 31 fe Now 
White understood he could not play 
31 ed .,(txd4+ 32 �fl f}f4 33 
�xe4 i!rc4+ 34 �el f}xg2+ 35 
�d2 ,ile3+ etc. 31 • • •  .£)f4 32 ef 
'§-c4. The point of the com­
bination. Black wins material or • • •  

33 �xc4 E! xdl+ 34 '§-fl ,ild4+ 
�1. 
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Olafsson-Marovic 
Tallinn 1975 
I d4 .£Jf6 2 c4 e6 3 .£Jf3 d5 4 .£Jc3 
!J..e7 5 !J..g5 0-0 6 e3 .£Jbd7 7 §cI 
a68 a4. White allows . . .  dc but not 
. . .  bS. 8 ' "  .£Je4 is not good 
because of Axe7 and cd and 
there's a pawn hanging on c 7. 8 • • •  

e5. 8 . . .  c6 is possible, but this 
move looks very sound. 9 ltd3. 
With his king in the centre White 
cannot enter any combinations. On 
9 dc the simplest is 9 . . .  "8'aS. 9 • • •  

cd 10 ed de 11 Jtxc4 .£Jb6 12 
Jtb3. If instead of 7 § c l  White 
plays 7 Jtd3, then we have this 
same position with the difference 
that White now has § c l  instead of 
0-0. The difference favours White 
and we see it, for example, in the 
line 12 . . .  .£JbdS 13 .£JeS Jtd7 and 
now after the exchanges on dS the 
white knight will be superior. I t  
points to  some difficulties Black 
must overcome. He can block the 
isolated pawn, but White retains 
more active play, while Black has to 
think of the development of his QB. 
That is Black's essential problem 
and his best try was to play . . .  ltd 7 
and . . .  !J..c6 at once. 12 • . •  .£Jbd5 
13 0-0 .£Jb4 14 .£Je5 Ad7 15 f4. 13 
. . .  b6 is bad and it offers White a 
dear advantage in the endgame: 14 
4jxdS .£JxdS I S  Jtxd5 and 
Axe7. That's why Black enters a 
position similar to those from the 
Queen's Gambit Accepted . But he 
'ees now, that I S  . . .  Jtc6 16 f5 ef 
1 7  § xf5 gives White a very strong 

attack. 15 • • •  §e8 16 �hl Ac6. 
The position has become critical 
and Black cannot wait any longer. 
17 5 ltd5. Black should have done 
it earlier. Now it is almost too late. 
Olafsson thought long of 18 AxfO 
JtxfO 19 .£J xf7, but he came to the 
conclusion that 19 . . .  § xf7, 20 fe 
§fc7 did not give him enough. In 
mutual time-trouble the game 
steers to a draw. 18 fe fe 19 .£Jxd5 
ed 20 Axf6 § xci 21 "8'xcl 
Axf6 22 §f3 a5 23 h3 "8'd6 24 
"8'el g6 25 § e3 .ilg5 26 § e3 !J..f4 
27 §f3 Jth6 t-l Though not 
exemplary, the game gives an 
insight into the problems the 
opponents must solve. We turn 
your attention to the position after 
White's I I  th; it is worthy of a 
special analytical effort. 

Portisch -Petrosian 
match 1974, 10th game 
I d4 d5 2 e4 e6 3 .£Je3 !J..e7 4 .£Jf3 
.£Jf6 5 .ilg5 0-0 6 e3 .£Jbd7 7 § cI 
a6 8 e5. An attempt at refutation. 8 
. . . b6 would be met by 9 c6 and 
Black's Q-side is blocked. So . . .  c6 
is indispensable. 8 • • •  c6 9 Jtd3. If 
9 b4 then 9 . . .  as 10 a3 (After 10 
bS White does not defend his c­
pawn any longer and it makes 
possible 10 . . .  eS 11 de .£Je8. 10 
"8'a4 is bad because of 10 . . .  bS.) 
10 . . .  ab I I  ab b6 12 Jtf4 (or 12 
!J..d3 bc 13 bc eS) 12 . . .  bc 13 bc 
§a3 14 Jtd3 "8'aS I S  "8'd2 Jta6, 
Alekhine-Henneberger, Bern 
1925. These variations show that 

White cannot blockade Black's Q­
wing and he must seek for other 
advantages. 9 • • •  b6. Stahlberg 
affirmed that 9 . . .  eS did not work 
and to prove i t  he continued: 10 
AxfO AxfO I I  de !J..e7 12 "8'c2 h6 
13 .£Ja4. Nevertheless, in a 
forgotten game, played in Nice 
1974 between Visier and 
Lombardy, the American master 
played these same moves and 
several more: 13 . . . "8'aS+ 14 �e2 
"8'c7 15 "8'c3 f!e8 16 f! he l Jtill 17 
� .£JxeS 18 .£JxeS § xeS 19 
.£Jb6 § b8 with level play. So we 
have the refutation of the 
refutation. But Petrosian's move is 
also good. 10 eb e5. In Madrid 
1973, Portisch played against Hort 
the weak 10 . . .  "8'xb6 11 0-0 
"8'x b2,  and found himself in great 
difficulties after 12 .£Ja4 "8'b 7 13 
.£Je5. 11 0-0 c4. This move was 
criticized without good reason, 
White would meet 11 . . .  § b8 with 
12 !J..f4, while I I  . . .  "8'xb6 is not 
good because of 12 .£Ja4. Black was 
also afraid, perhaps without reason, 
that 11 . . .  cd 12 .£Jxd4 meant 
infiltration by the white pieces. 12 
!J..e2 .£J xb6. Here, however, 12 . . .  
§b8 was correct. Taking at b6, 
Black cedes eS to White and the 
advantage with it. 13 .£Je5 !J..b7 14 
A f!b8 15 5. The error at Black's 
twelfth has serious consequences. 
�eS was the first step towards the 
attack. In the meantime Black has 
played useless moves. When we 
know how sensitive Petrosian is to 
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all attacking possibilities his last 
moves catch us by surprise. 15 • • •  

.£Jbd7 16 !J..f4 f!e8 17 "8'f3. The 
attack grows: the threat is fe and 
"8'h3. 17 • • •  ef 18 ltx5. The 
threat is .£J xd7 followed by "8'h3. 
18 . . .  g6 does not help because of 
!J..h6 after the exchanges at d 7. 
Black is lost. 18 • • •  .£Jxe5 19 de 
.£Jd 20 .£Jxe4 de 21 't'fh3 g6 22 
§ cdl 't'fb6 ( 23) 

23 
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23 §d7 §ee8 24 e6 gf. Or 24 
. . .  fO 2S Ah6. 25 § xe7 § xe7 26 
"8'g3+ �h8 27 !J..h6 fe 28 AxfB 
§ d7 29 !J..h6 "8'a5 30 "8'b8+ "8'd8 
31 't'fe5+ �g8 32 "8' xe6+ f!f7 33 
§ x5 1-O • 

Capablanca -Alekhine 
match 1927, 27th game 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 .£Je3 .£Jf6 4 !J..g5 
.£Jbd7 5 e3 lte7 6 .£Jf3 0-0 7 §cI 
a6 8 cd. We have already 
mentioned the similarities with the 
Exchange Variation, here we give 
only the differences. 8 • • •  ed 9 
Jtd3 e6 10 "8'e2 h6. This is not 
bad, but the standard 10 . . .  §e8 
I I  0-0 .£Jill seems better. Playing 
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10 �c2 White prevents . . .  4:::le4. 
\ In case of 1 0  0-0 thefe is IO . . .  
4:::le4 immediately, for example: 1 1  
�xe7 �xe7 1 2  �b l 4:::ldffi 1 3  
4:::le5 .Q.f5 1 4  4:::la4 4:::ld6, as in 
Gligoric- Portisch. Bath 1 973_) Alier 
1 0  . . .  �e8 1 1  0-0 4:::lf8 1 2  � b I  a5 
we are in the Exchange Variation. 
No danger is hidden in 1 2  4:::la4 
Jtg4 1 3  4:::le5 �h5, with . . .  .Q.g6 
to follow, 14 �b3 � b8 and White 
cannot make use of his dominance 
at h6. LeI us note two important 

examples: 
I) 1 2  h3 4:::le4 1 3  .Q.xe7 �xe7 14  
�xe4 de  1 5  <£jd2 f5 1 6  d5 <£jg6 1 7  
dc bc 1 8  <£je2 <£je5 with equal 
chances, Sm yslov-Bisguier ,  
Moscow 1 96 1 . 
2) 1 2  �xffi .Q.xffi 1 3  b4 .Q.e7 1 4  
�b3 (or 14 �b l  .Q.d6 1 5  �fe l  
� e6 16  e4 d e  1 7  4:::lx e4 � h6 1 8  
4:::lxd6 � xd6) 1 4  . . .  .Q.d6 1 5  a4 
�e6 16 .Q.f5 �h6 1 7  .Q.xc8 � xc8 
1 8  h3 g5 1 9  e4 g4 20 hg .Q.h2+ 2 1  
<£jxh2 �h4, Flesch-Csom, 1969. 
Taking at ffi, White realizes b4, but 
the manoeuvre .Q.e 7 -d6 gives Black 
counterchances. \Vhite's castled 
king is not protected enough. 

Playing . . .  h6, Alekhine had in 
mind another way of simplification. 
11 A.h4 <£je8 12 .1lg3 .Q.d6 13 0-0 
�xg3 14 hg <£jd6 15 <£ja4. The 
<£jd6 checks any minority attack, 
but in comparison with the 
pOSItIOns of the Exchange 
Variation, Black has weakened his 
structure with . . .  a6 and White 
retains some pressure. 15 • • •  �e8 

16 �£el <£jffi. The pOsItIOn is 
delicate and requires accuracy. 1 6  
. . .  4:::lf8 was better. 17 4:::le5 <£j£e4 
18 �b3 �e6 19 4:::lc5 4:::lxc5. We 
do not like the whole idea with . . .  
<£je4 and the last move is a serious 
m i s t a k e .  I t  i s  beyond  
comprehension that Alekhine could 
play such a bad move; b7 should 
have been simply defended. 20 de 
<£jb5. The consequences ofthe bad 
19th move hit Black's knight, left 
without good squares. 21 a4 <£jc7 
22 .Q.bl (24) 

2.J 
B 

That's it: Black's Q-side is 
blocked, the knight badly posted, 
and now there are direct threats to 
Black's king. 22 • • •  .Q.c8 23 <£jf3 
4:::le6 24 e4. The black knight is 
bound for f8, but now Capablanca 
opens the central files and all of a 
sudden it becomes clear that Black 
is totally lost. 24 • • •  de 25 .§ xe4 
�e7 26 �cel. The pressure on the 
e-file combined with that on the 
long white diagonal are signs of 
ddt'at .  26 • • •  Ad7 27 -tJrc2 g6 28 
Aa2. 27 . . . g-(-; is pro\'okcd and Ihe 

bishop goes back satisfied. 28 • • •  

i!tf8 29 4:::le5 �g7 30 <£j xd7 
.§ xd7 31 �xe6 fe 32 �g4 �h7 
33 .§ xe6 �g8 34 �e4 �f7 35 £4 
i!tf8 36 �gxg6 �xc5+ 37 � 
�cI+ 38 <tf1f2. The victory slips 
out of his hands. 38 �e2 �xb2+ 
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39 �f3 i1fb3+ 40 �f2 etc. wins. 38 
• • •  �d2+ !-l The mistake that 
probably decided the destiny of the 
match. The game contains 
problems which the leader of the 
black pieces must be well 
acquainted with. 



2 Catalan System 

Opening systems and variations are usually named after their authors, but 
sometimes it's just a concurrence of events. This system could have been 
named after Dr Tartakower who played it first or after Barcelona where i t  
was played first, but  neither happened. Instead of the town they took the 
name of the province. 

But we are more interested in the idea of the opening which to an 
inexperienced player may be pretty dangerous. After the introductory 
moves I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 g3 4Jf6 4 Ag2 (25),  White fianchettoes his KB. 

25 

B 

This move makes his intentions clear. He will try to break the pawn centre 
and strengthen the activity of his Ag2. His c-pawn is not defended for a 
moment, but he can recapture it with "t!ta4+ or with his QN. Black has a 
choice against White's plan: he can take on c4 or play . . .  c6 and keep the 
long white diagonal closed. Both possibilities are good, but we recommend 
the former one. 

Let us' have a look at the essential ideas in some examples from 
grandmaster practice. 

Smyslov-Keres 
World Championship I (l-+8 

I d4 d5 2 c4 e6 3 g3 €:\f6 4 .a.g2 de. 
This at first sight inconsistent move, 
which helps White to open the long 
diagonal, has its logic. Till White 
recaptures the pawn, Black will 
develop and get  enough 
counterplay. 5 �a4+ . 5 <£jf3 will 
be analysed in the following 
games.5 • • •  Ad7. A frequently 
played alternative here is 5 . . .  
4Jbd7 6 �xc4 a6 with the idea to 
advance the mass of pawns on the 
Q-side with the further . . . b5 and 
. . .  c5. The move chosen by Keres 
is also sound and natural. Black 
moves his bishop to c6 with gain of 
tempo, opposing the white bishop 
and annulling the pressure on the 
diagonal. If White exchanges 
bishops, he gives up his original 
idea. If he plays 4Jf3 he cedes 
control of important central 
squares and the realization of e4 is 
hardly possible at all. 6 � xc4 Ac6 
7 4Jf3. In case White attempts to 
build a pawn centre at once with 7 
f3, Black must play energetically-
7 . . .  "t!td5 8 "t!tc3 e5 9 de 4Jg4 10 e4 
"t!tb5 I I  a3 4Jxe5 12 Afl "t!tc5 13 
�e3 "t!txc3+ 14 4Jxc3 4Jbd7-
analysis by Bouwmeester. 7 • • •  

4Jbd7. This leads to difficult 
manoeuvring. Black has an 
alternative here, a probably 
simpler method to gain equality: 7 
. . .  �d5 8 "t!td3 (8 "t!tc2 is best met 
by 8 . . .  Jle4, 8 "t!ta4+ by 8 . . .  
1!fd7  9 "t!tdl 4Jc6 or 9 . . .  c5 and 
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Black has counterplay. )  8 . . .  Ae4 
9 �dl c5 10 4Jbd2 Ad5 0r 10 4Jc3 
Ac6. 8 4Jc3 4Jb6 9 �d3 AM 10 
0-0 0-0  11 §dl h6 12 Ad2 "t!te7 
13 a3. Black was not in a hurry to 
take on c3, because after a3 some 
weaknesses appear which he may 
make use of later on. 13 • • •  Axel 
14 "t!txc3. On 14 AXc3, Black 
would play 14 . . .  Ae4. 14 • • •  

§fd8 15 Ael §ac8 16 1trl. This 
may seem strange, but it is the 
beginning of a dangerous plan. 
White will withdraw his knight and 
try to carry out e4 while keeping his 
pair of bishops. 16 • • •  Ad5 17 M. 
17 . . . c5 was threatened. 17 • • •  

L£)bd7. This prevents 4Je5 and in 
some variations the knight will 
support . . .  e5. 18 L£)h4. On 18 
4Jd2 comes 18 . . .  e5. Now 18 . . .  
e5 is met by 19 L£)f5. 18 • • •  L£)e4 19 
"t!tc2 L£)d6 20 f3 g5. By the 
manoeuvre of his knight, Black 
prepared for the advance of the 
pawn which will prevent e4. If 20 
. . .  f5 immediately, White would 
move his knight to f4 via g6, so . . . 
g5 was necessary. Black is not afraid 
of exposing his king, because the 
passively posted white pieces 
cannot endanger the black king so 
quickly. 21 L£)g2 f5 22 Af2 L£)f6 23 
4Jel as. A difficult moment. For 
the time being White is blocked and 
e4 is out of the question, but moving 
his knight tod3, with § e l  and Ag2 
to follow, he will renew his threat. 
Before he does so, Black is seeking 
counterplay on the Q-side. On 24 
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ba he would play 24 . . .  �a8. 24 
.£)d3 �a8 25 Ag2. Sticking to his 
plan. A serious alternative, here as 
well as on the previous move, is to 
take on a5 and move his bishop to 
b4 where it would be more active. 
25 • • •  �a7 26 �el �h7 27 b5. 
This is bad just because of the 
excellent �h7.  Nimzowitsch would 
praise that move; Black controls the 
critical point e4 more times than is 
necessary, achieving by that the 
mobility of all pieces protecting it. 
A very good example of over­
protection. 27 • • •  .£)xb528 �e5e6 
29 a4 .£)d7. It seems that White did 
not foresee this. 30 �e2 .£)d6 31 
.£)e5. Keres demonstrated this was a 
loss of time and that 3 1  .£)c5 was the 
right move, because Black could not 
takeonc5. I t's true, Black could play 
3 1  . . .  .£)ffi 32 e4fe 33 fe b6 34 � ac l 
bc 35 ed �xc2 36 � xc2 ed 37  
� xc5 �c8 38  �e6 .£)fe4 39 .Q.xe4 
.£)xe4 40 �exc6 � xc6 4 1  � xc6 
� b7. 31 . • •  .£)f632 �acl �aa833 
.£)d3 �ab8 34 .£)c5 b6 35 e4 fe 36 
.£)xe4. On 36 fe Keres intended 36 
. . .  bc 37  ed � xc2 38 � xc2 ed 39 
� xc5 .£)de4 40 §, xc6 �dc8 and 
Black's knights are superior to 
White's bishops. So White carried 
out his e4, but Black will not feel the 
consequences. 36 • • •  �g6 37 �e2 
�d738.£)c3Ac439�b2b5.Black 
starts moving his pawns and it is the 
end of an extraordinary strategy. 
Both players are in time-trouble. 40 
ab eb 41 .£)e4 .£)dxe4 42 fe .£)gf 
43 � xc4 (26) 

26 

B 

White falls into a trap. 43 • • •  

�h5 44 � e2. 44 h3 was not good 
because of 44 . . .  .:£)xf2 followed by 
. . .  §,f8+ and . . .  bc, while 44 h4 is 
also bad because of 44 . . .  .:£)xf2 4S 
�fl .:£)d I 46 �b3 .:£)e3 etc. The 
fight is practically over. 44 • • •  

�xh2+ 45 �fl �f7 46 �ee2 
�xg3 47 �c3 �xc3 48 � xc3 
� bf8 49 � ee2 .£) xf2 50 � xf2 
� xf2+ 51 � xf2 � xf2+ 52 
�xf2 a4 53 .Q.h3 � 54 d5 ed 55 
Ad7 �f6 56 .Q.c6 de 57 .Q.xb5 a3 
�I. The game is a brilliant piece of 
instruction about the Catalan. 

After I d4 d5,2 c4 e6 3 g3 .:£)ffi 4 
,a.g2 dc White can continue to 
develop his forces. There is no hurry 
to retake the pawn. As we saw 
Smyslov did it with �a4+ at once, 
but we noted that the early sally of 
the queen was not a happy idea. 
Black gained several tempi by 
attacking the queen and once again 
we understood its best was at d I .  
What happens, in case of 5 .:£)f3 we 
shall find out in the games 
Lengyel-Karpov and Tukmakov­
Korchnoi. 

Tukmakov-Korchnoi. 
Leningrad 1 973 
1 d4 .£)f6 2 c4 e6 3 g3 d5 4 -'tg2 de 
5 4Jf3 b5. White offered a pawn 
and in our opinion Black did well to 
capture it. I t  leads to sharp play, 
but it offers Black more chances 
than the quiet variations where he 
cedes the initiative to his opponent. 
After 5 . . .  c5 6 0-0 .£)c6 White has 
the unpleasant 7 .£)eS with 
advantage. On S . . .  a6 White can 
continue 6 .:£)e5 c5 7 e3 ( but not 7 
.Q.e3 .£)dS 8 dc �c7 etc . )  with 
somewhat better play. 6 a4. The 
alternative, 6 .£)eS, is analysed in 
the following game. 6 • • •  e6 7 0-0. 
On 7 .£)e5 there is 7 . . .  .:£)d5 8 .:£)c3 
m 9  .£)g4 b4 with a good game. 7 • • •  

.Q.b7 8 .:£)e5 a6. As far back as 1 967  
an important game for this 
variation was played in Moscow. 
Furman played, against Krogius, 8 
. . . �c8 and after 9 b3 cb 10 �xb3 
b4 1 1  as .£)fd7 1 2  .£)d3 cS 1 3  Axb7 
�xb7 1 4  dc .£) xc5 IS  �xb4 
�xb4 16  .£)xb4 .£)b3 1 7  �a4 
.{lxa5 1 8  .{ld5 ed 1 9  � x a5 d4 20 
§.a4 .Q.c5 21 .:£)d2 0-0 22 .£)b3, a 
draw was agreed. Already then the 
theoreticians were of the opinion 
that White had compensation for 
the pawn but not more than that. 
Lat('r games confirmed the 
opinion. Korchnoi's move seems 
even sounder than 8 . . .  �c8, 
because Black retains the possibility 
to move his queen to the more 
active place-b6. 9 b3. It seems 
that White has no better plan. 9 • • •  
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cb 10 .,ilb2 �b6 11 ·t!rxb3 .:£)bd7. 
Black delays castling and seeks for 
the exchanges in order to alleviate 
the pressure. 12 .:£)xd7 l£:\xd7 13 
.£)d2 Ae7 14 d5. White must play 
this, otherwise he has no 
compensation for the pawn. 14 • • •  

cd 15 .Q.xg7 �g8 16 .Q.c3 �g4 
(27) .  

27 

W 

Black's king is forced to stay in 
the centre for a while, but the 
position is closed and the danger is 
not so great. Besides, the last move 
transfers the theatre of the fight to 
the Q-side, where Black is stronger 
and a pawn up. 17 �tbl -'le5 18 
e3 Axe3. Very well played. The 
piece sacrifice gives Black a strong 
initiative. Now he dominates the 
field. 19 fe �xe3+ 20 �hl �e8. 
20 l£:\cS came in to 
consideration. I t  would also follow 
in case of 2 1  � c l .  21 Aa5 �xb3 
22 .£) xb3 � xa4 23 � xa4 ba 24 
.:£)d2 -'l c6 25 � c I l£:\e5 26 �g I 
�d7 27 l£:\f3. Since 27  . . .  .:£)c4 is 
very bad because of 28 � xc4, 
Black is forced to take on f3. 27 • • •  

.£)xf3+ 28 .Q.xf3 d4. White must 
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avoid the exchanges, so Black moves 
his pawn mass with tempo. 29 �h5 
f5 30 g4. Excellent! Although in 
time-trouble, White understands he 
must break the pa wn chain. 30 • • •  fg 
31 .§dl.Lateranalysisfound that 3 1  
.§ c 4  was indispensable. 31 . • •  �d5 
32 .§ xd4 .§c1+ 33 � a3 34 
�xg4 a2 35 1i,e3. And not 35 
.§ xd5+ because of35 . . .  �c6. 35 

. • •  §e2+ 36 �el .§ xe3 37 
.§ xd5+ �e7 38 .§dl .§b3, With 
his king on the first rank there is noway 
out for White. �I. 

Lengyel-Karpov 
Moscow 1 9 7 1  
I d4 <£)f6 2 e4 e6 3 g3 d5 4 �2 de 
5 <£)f3 b5 6 <£)e5 <£)d5 7 0-0. In 
case on a4 Black would play 7 . . .  
c6. 7 • • •  �b7 8 e4 <£)f6 9 .§el 
<£)bd7. 1t is easy to sacrifice a pawn, 
but not so easy to get it back or find 
clear compensation for it. Black 
plays natural moves and develops 
his pieces. His mass of pawns on the 
Qside remains compact. 10 �e2 
a6 I I  4Je3 <£)xe5 12 de 4Jd7 13 
.§dl �e8. White dominates the 
open d-file, but nothing concrete 
comes out of it. 14 f4 �e5+ 15 
�e3 0-0 16 .§d2 �xe3+ 17 
�xe3 e5 18 .§adl �c6. Of 
course, Black keeps his knight at d7,  
because it thwarts the attack with 
£5. 19 .§d6 .§e8. This, too, is 
directed against £5. 20 .§ Id2. 
White marks time. <£)b l -d2-f3 had 
to be considered. 20 . • •  �e7 21 
<£)dl (28) 

28 

B 

A critical moment in the game . 
Black is a pawn up but with White's 
superiority on the open file the 
realization of the advantage is 
difficult. Karpov decides to gIve 
back the pawn, seeking the 
initiative before his opponent can 
start an attack against the black 
king. 21 • • •  b4 22 �f1 �b5 23 
�xc4 <£)b6 24 Jtxb5 abo Now we 
can see the fruits of good strategy. 
White has retained the d-file, but 
Black dominates the a-file. Besides, 
he has activated the knight, 
preparing to move his pawns. 25 b3 
<£)e8. Less dangerous than it seems 
to be. We shall see why. 26 .§d7 
�b6 27 .§ e2. Black would meet £5 
with . . .  c4 as in the text. . . .  c4 
cannot be stopped and it must 
decide soon. 27 • • •  e4 28 .§d4. If 
28 �xb6 <£)xb6 29 .§b7 then 29 
. . .  .§a6. 28 • • •  .§a3 29 <£)rl t;je7 
30 �d2 e3 31 �d3 <£)e6 32 .§d6 
'§aa8. The rook comes back to 
force the exchange on the d-file. 33 
�g2 .§ed8 34 a3 .§ xd6 35 ed 
t;jd4 36 ab <£)xe2 37 �xe2 �d4 
38 �f3 e5 39 4Jd3 ef 40 gf f6 
41 e5 �1. 

3 Queen's P�wn Opening (without c4) 

We mention here those variations in which White does not play c4 and 
sometimes neither .1lf4 nor .a.gS. These are the lines White can choose, 
when Black defends himself with the Queen's Gambit, so we have to be 
acquainted with them. 

After 1 d4 d5 2 4Jf3 t;jf6 3 e3 
White's choice is the so called Colle 
System. The idea is to carry out e4 
only after 3 . . .  e6 4 �d3 cS S c3 
t;jc6 6 t;jbd2 .1ld6 7 0-0 0-0. The 
system is not so naive as it may look. 
It excludes any serious counterplay 
and Black will do best if he takes 
another line already at move three: 
• • • t;jbd7 4 .1ld3 e5 5 e3 g6 6 0-0 
.Qg7 7 .£)bd2 0-0 8 e4 de 9 <£J xe4 
.£)xe4 10 Axe4 �c7, as played in 
Matanovic-Trifunovit, Belgrade 
1964. 

1 d4 d5 2 t;jc3 can transpose into 
the French Defence after 2 . . . e6 or 
2 . . . t;jffi 3 ltgS e6, but Black can 
play differently: 2 • • •  <£Jf6 3 Jlg5 
.£)bd7 4 �f3. 4 f3 is met by 4 . . .  cS 
5 dc "i'ta5 6 Jtxffi <£)xffi 7 �d4 a,nd 
now the pawn sacrifice 7 . . .  e5 8 
�xe5+ .1le6 gives Black a strong 
initiative. In case of4 �d3 the best 

reply is an immediate action on the 
Qside--4 . . .  c6 5 0-0-0 b5. 4 • • •  

h6 5 llh4. If 5 Af4 then again 5 
. . .  c5. 5 • • •  e5 6 dc e6 7 b4 b6 The 
absence of the white QB can be 
taken advantage of. Now 8 c6 is bad 
because of 8 . . . llxb4 9 cd+ 
llxd7 J O  �d4 Aa5 with 
dangerous threats on the c-file and 
the black diagonal which White 
cannot parry . 

After 1 d4 d5 2 .ilg5 perhaps the 
simplest way to equality is what 
grandmaster Suetin proposed in his 
book of openings, e.g. 2 • • •  llf53 c4 
otherwise . .  , c6, ' "  t;jbd 7, . . . 
4Jgffi etc. 3 • . .  llxbl 4 § xbl e6. 
�ow it turns out that 5 11xd8 is met 
by 5 . . .  1i,b4+ , while 5 �b3 is re­
futed by 5 . . .  �xg5 6 � x b7 dc etc. 
Incascof5 <£)f31i,b4+ 611d21i,xd2+ 
we han' a Queen '5 Gambit in which 
Black has got rid of his weak QR 



4 Benoni and King's Indian Defences 

We recommend just one variation of the modern Benoni: I d4 .!fjf6 2 c4 c5 
3 d5 d6 4 .!fjc3 g6 5 e4 �7 6 .!fjf3 0-0 7 .Ile2 e6 8 0-0 .§ e8. Of course we 
shall analyse all the other positions White can go into on his way as well as 
some positions of the King's I ndian Defence White can force on his 
opponent: Let us make clear why we choose just this line. Many years of 
experience teach us that after 8 . . .  ed 9 cd Black's position is seriously 
compromised. The change in the pawn formation clearly favours White. 
His KN moves towards his new base c4, after which Black has more reasons 
to worry about the central thrust eS than White has to worry about . . .  bS. 
During the last two decades Black has defended his position resourcefully, 
discovering always new tactical possibilities. But when we analyse 
carefully all these tactical blows we come to a firm belief that they are a 
consequence of some direct error, not the objective way to keep the balance 
of the position. Against a strong positional player chances for Black in the 
Benoni are very bad indeed; and that is not surprising. Watched from a 
strategic point of view it is a fortress with an open door-eS. Only a small 
number of great players can afford to play that position, not the mortals. If 
Black does not take on dS, we face a totally different position, but more 
about it later on. First �e follow other lines. 

After 1 d4 .!fjffi 2 c4 cS we examine: 
A 3 .!fjf3 cd 4 .!fjxd4 e6-p. 40 
B 3 dS d6 4 .!fjc3 g6 S e4 .\lg7 6 f4 0-0 7 .!fjf3-p. 4S 
C 3 dS d6 4 .!fjc3 g6 S e4 Ag7 6 Ad3 0-0 7 h3-p. 47 
D 3 dS d6 4 .!fjc3 g6 S e4 Ag7 6 Ae2 0-0 7 AgS-p. 49 
E 3 dS d6 4 .!fjc3 g6 S e4 Ag7 6 .!fjf3 0-0 7 .Ilc2-p. S3 
F 3 dS g6 4 .!fjc3 Ag7 S g3 0-0 6 .\lg2 d6 7 .!fjf3 c6 8 0-0 ed 9 cd-po S7 

A 
I d4 .!fjf6 2 c4 c5 3 .!fjf3 (29) 

This is one of the ways White can 

avoid the Benoni and transpose into 
the English Opening. However, 
giving up the blockade of the 

29 
B 

centre, he allows his opponent to 
liquidate the pawn centre. It is 
quite simple: 3 . . .  cd 4 .!fjxd4 dS. 
The continuation S cd .!fjxdS 6 e4 
4Jffi 7 AbS+ (or 7 .!fjc3 eS 8 .!fjdbS 
a6 with quick development and 
good play) 7 . . .  Ad7 8 eS AxbS 9 
4Jxb5 'lirxd l +  1 0  �xdl  .!fjdS 
with 4Jc6 and 0-0-0 to follow is not 
dangerous for Black. But when 
Black decides to play the Benoni he 
evidently wishes to fight, not to 
simplify. So we recommend 
another solution: 3 • • •  cd 4 4Jxd4 
e6. This simple continuation is the 
best here . . . .  dS is made possible 
and the KB has an open road. The 
temporary weakening of d6 is of no 
significance whatever. Since White 
cannot play e4, the only way to 
bring more pressure to the centre is 
by fianchettoing his KB. But 
fianchetto means time and Black 
will succeed in exerting strong 
pressure in the centre and on the Q­
wing. White can choose between S 
.£)c3 and 5 g3 and we shall analyse 
both alternatives. 

Bel/oni and King's Indian Defences 41 
Zilberstein -Vasyukov 
USSR Championship 1972 
I d4 .!fJf6 2 c4 c5 3 .!fjf3 cd 4 4J x d4 
e6 5 g3 Ab4+ • S . . .  dS 6 Ag2 eS 7 
.!fjf3 d4 is also possible, but we 
prefer to develop pieces. 6 Ad2 
'lirb6 7 Axb4 i!rxb4+ 8 4Jc3 
i!rxb2. The game enters turbid 
waters. 8 . . .  'lir xc4 is weak because 
of 9 e4 'lircS 10  .!fjb3 with 
disagreeable consequences, but a 
simple 8 . . .  a6 is possible, renewing 
threats and preventing .!fjbS. 
Attention should be paid to this 
alternative. 9 .!fjdb5 i!rb4 10 
4Jc7+ �d8 11 'lird2 (30). 

30 

B 

First the threat was to trap the 
queen by .§ b I and now White 
defends both knights and retains 
the threat 4Jxa8. Black, however, 
has a counterblow, simplifying the 
posItIon by giving back the 
material. 1 1  • • •  4Je4 12 4Jxe6+ 
fe 13 4Jxe4 'lirxd2+ 14 �xd2 
4Jc6 15 Ag2 b6 16 §hdl. This is 
rather slow. 16 cS offers more to 
White. 16 • • •  �e7 17 �c3 §f8 18 
§d2 .§b8 19 §adl .£)e5. An 
indispensable move, which White 
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probably did not see when he 
started to build pressure on the d­
file. Black's knight is moved to f7 
whence it defends the critical point 
d6. 20 f4 t;Jf7 21 c5. Now all the 
advantage has disappeared. 2 1  h4, 
with the intention g3-g4-g5-g6, 
would still cause many worries to 
Black. 21 • • •  be 22 t;Jxc5 d6 23 
t;Jb3 }-}. 

Ivkov-Fischer 
Vinkovci 1 968 
I d4 t;Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 t;Jf3 cd 4 t;J xd4 
e6 5 t;Jc3 AM 6 t;Jc2. This is a 
move of dubious value. I t  is not that 
simple to allow such damage to the 
pawn structure. A couple of years 
later Reshevsky played against 
Fischer the also weak 6 e3. Let us 
see what happened: 6 . . .  t;Je4 7 
�c2 t;Jxc3 8 bc Ae7 9 Ae2 0--0 1 0  
0 --0  a6 I I  f4 d6 1 2  f5 ef 1 3  t;Jxf5 
Axf5 14 �xf5 t;Jd7 1 5 Af'3 �c7 1 6  
.§. b l  .§.ab8 1 7  AdS t;Jffi 1 8 Aa3 
.§.fe8 1 9  �d3 t;Jxd5 20 cd b5 2 1  e4 
Am 22 .§.b4 .§.e5 23 c4 .§. be8 24 
cb ab 25 �h l �e7 26 �xb5 
.§. xe4 27 .§. xe4 �xe4 28 �d7 
�f4 29 �g I �d4+ 30 �h I �f2 
0-1 .  If 6 g3 there is 6 . . .  t;Je4 
again, as played in a game 
Bertok-Marovic, with clear advan­
tage for Black. 6 • • •  Axc3+ 7 he 
�a5 8 �d3. White allowed the 
doubling of pawns counting on 
Aa3. Of course, he does not like to 
give up the idea by playing Ad2. In 
his game against Karpov, Lenin­
grad 1 973, Rukavina played 8 

t;Jb4, but after the natural 8 . . .  
0 -0 9 e3 b6 10  Ae2 Ab7 I I  0 -0 
.§.c8 he already had the worse of it. 
It is evident White has no 
compensation for his weak pawns. 
Karpov exerted the pressure very 
instructively: 1 2  f'3 t;Jc6 1 3  �b3 
�e5 14  t;Jxc6 .§. xc6 15  Ad2 �c7 
16 �a4 as 1 7  .§.fb l  Aa6 and the 
fight was decided. 8 • • •  t;Jc6 9 
Aa3 b6 ( 31). 

31 
W 

Black commits an error and 
cedes the initiative to his opponent. 
9 . . .  d5 was correct and in case of 
10 e3 Black had 10 . . .  e5 with the 
idea . . . Ae6. The move . . .  d5 
frees Black. Without it, as we shall 
see, it is not easy. 10 ll,d6. 
Naturally, Ivkov does not miss such 
an opportunity. The white bishop is 
a bone in Black's throat. White has 
resolved his problems and the 
position is equal. Black should play 
10  . . .  t;Je5 I I  �d4 t;Jc6, draw. 10 

• • •  .Q.a6 I I  e4. Fischer pointed out 
I I  t;Jb4 .§. c8 1 2  e4 with advantage 
to White. Now Black again had I I  
. . .  t;Je5 1 2  �d4 t;Jc6 1 3  �e3 
t;Je5. II • • •  b5 12 ,ile2 Playing 
for a win Black risks too much and 

all of a sudden finds himself in a 
difficult position. I I  . . .  b5 was a 
bad move and it had sense only in 
case of 1 2  cb Axb5 1 3  �xb5 
� xc3+ 1 4 �d l  t;Jxe4. But White 
also misses his best move-1 2  c5 
after which Black has no 
counterplay. 12 • • •  be 13 �e3 
�b6 14 f3 0-0-0 15 �. In case of 
1 5  �xb6 ab 16  .§. b l  Fischer 
counted on 16 . . .  �b7 1 7  Ac5 
.§. a8. 15 • • •  �xe3+ 16 t;Jxe3 
t;Je8 17 Ag3. 1 7  .§.fd l  would still 
keep the pressure. After this Black 
gets free. 17 • • •  d5 18 ed ed 19 
.§.fdl t;Je7 20 .§.d2 t;Jc7 21 .§.adl 
.ll.b7 22 Ae5 f6 23 Ad4 t;Jc6. 
Black is seeking active play, but the 
simple 23 . . .  a6 seems sounder. 24 
.ll.c5 .§.he8 25 �f2 t;Je6 26 Aa3 
t;Jf4 27 Aft t;Je5 28 t;Jf5. It  seems 
that Black did not take into 
consideration this excellent move. 
28 • • •  �c7 29 t;Jxg7 .§.g8 30 g3 
{)h3+. Both players play their 
best. 30 . . .  .§. xg7 3 1  gf t;Jg6 32 
.ll.xc4 t;J xf4 33 Afl would favour 
White. 31 Axh3 .§. xg7 32 Aft 
.ll.a6. This is what Black prepared 
when playing his 30th. 33 Ac5 
t;Jd3+ 34 Axd3 cd 35 Axa7. In 
time-trouble, Ivkov decides, with 
no reason, to sacrifice the exchange: 
35 .§.e l  still gives him a slightly 
better position. 35 • • •  .§.e7 36 
.§. xd3 .Q.xd3 37 .§. xd3 .§.a8. The 
sacrifice does not pay. 38 Ae3 
.§. xa2+ 39 .Q.d2 �c6 40 g4 f5. 
Starting from this point Fischer's 
play is worthy of admiration. 41 gf 
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.§.f7 42 'lftg3 .§. xf5 43 <jf;lg4 .§.f7 
44 h4 .§.al 45 Ae3. Fischer 
proposed 45 .§.d4 threatening c4. 
45 • • •  .§.ft 46 Ad4 �b5 47 Ae3 
.§.g7+ 48 <jf;lhS .§.d7 49 Ad4 <jf;lc4 
50 .§. e3 .§.f7 51 <jf;lh6. If 5 1  'lftg4 
then 5 1  . . .  .§.gl+ 52 �h5 .§.g6 
etc. 51 • • •  .§.hl. A series of best 
moves and the h-pawn is lost, while 
the king remains in a bad position. 
52 h5 .§.f5 53 �xh7 .§.hxhS+ 54 
<jf;lg6 .§.hg5+ 55 �h6 .§.g2. Or 55 
. . .  .§.g3 56 f4 .§. xe3 57 Axe3 
�xc3 58 �g6. 56 Ae5 .§.f2 57 f4 
.§.2xf4 58 Axf4 .§. xf4 59 �g5 
.§.ft 60 �g4 .§.cl 61 �4 .§. xc3 
62 .§. e8 d4 63 .§. c8+ �d3 64 .§. a8 
.§. c7 65 .§. a3+ 'lftc2 66 �e4 d3 67 
'§'a2+ �b3 68 .§.d2 �c4 69 .§.h2 
.§.e7+ 70 �f3 �c3 71 .§.h8 d2 72 
.§. c8+ �d3 73 .§. d8+ �c2 74 
.§.c8+ 'lftdl 75 'lftf2 .§.f7+ 0-1. 

Reshevsky-Polugaevsky 
Interzonal 1 970 
I d4 t;Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 t;Jf3 cd 4 t;J xd4 
e6 5 t;Jc3 .Q.M 6 t;Jdb5. This 
avoids the doubled pawns, but if we 
only count the knight moves we 
shall know it cannot bring 
advantage to White. 6 • • •  �. 6 
. . .  d5 is also good, because after 7 
,ilf4 0--0 8 t;Jc7 Black wins with 8 
. . .  t;Jh5. 7 a3 .Q.xc3+ 8 t;Jxc3 
d5. On 9 cd Black would reply 9 . . .  
t;Jxd5 1 0  t;J xd5 ed and the lead in 
development at least compensates 
for the isolated pawn. 9 Ag5 
h6. The endgame after dc is 
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favourable to White. IOAh4 g5 
( 32) . 

The correct move was 10 . . .  d4 
1 1  .£le4 (or 1 1  .£lb5 .£lc6) 1 1  . . .  g5 
1 2  .£l xffi+ '§'xffi 1 3  �3 .£lc6. 
White is behind with his 
development and he cannot take 
advantage of the weakening of 
Black's king position. Black has a 
good game. I I  Ag3 d4 12 .£lb5 
.£le6 13 e3 de 14 fe e5 15 Ad3 
1ig4. This is a critical point where 
Black chooses a dangerous road. 1 5  
. . .  �b6 was indispensaole. 16 
'§'e2 e4 17 Ae2 �a5+ 18 �. I t  
becomes evident that White does 
not need to castle and that Black's 
king is going to be the more 
exposed. 18 • • •  Axe2 19 �xe2 
f!ae8. White threatened b4 
followed by f!ad l .  20 .£ld6 f!a8 
21 f!adl � 22 .!tel. The bishop 
moves to the long diagonal. The 
sign for attack. 22 • • •  �b6 23 gi 
4jf6 24 .!tc3. Now it is all clear and 
White wins easily. 24 • • •  .£l xgi 25 
� xe4 t'S. On 25 . . .  h5 26 f!d5 
wins, so 25 . . .  fS was forced. Of 
course, i t  brings the end near. 26 

�e6+ �b7 27 .£l xt'S .£leeS 28 
f!d7+ .£lxd7 29 �xd7+ �g6 30 
h4 h5 31 .£le7+ �h6 32 hg+ 
�xg5 33 �d5+ l-e. 

Vaganian -Plan inc 
Hastings 1 974/5 
I d4 .£lfti 2 e4 e5 3 .£lf3. After the 
analysis of the previous games we 
can say that this is a bad move 
which gives up all the opening 
advantage. Our game will only 
confirm it. 3 • • •  cd 4 .£l xd4 e6 5 
.£lc3 AM 6 .£lb5 0-0 7 a3 
Axc3+ 8 .£lxe3 d5 9 Ag5 h6 10 
Axfti. Vaganian accepts the offer. 
10 • • •  � xfti 11 cd ed 12 � xd5. 
To grab a pawn with his K-wing on 
the first rank cannot be correct. 12 
• • •  f! d8 13 � '§'b6. We shall 
note here another game, 
Kapengut-Kaminsky, USSR 
1 974: 13  . . .  �g6 14  f!dl f! xd l +  
1 5  .£lxd l  .£lc6 1 6  e3 .11('6 1 7  lle2 
f!d8 1 8 0-0 f!d2 1 9  f::) r3 f! x b2 
20 .!tb5 f! c2 2 1  .!txcb be 22 �xc6 
�d3 23 �a8+ �h 7 24 .£ld 1 Ac4 
25 f!eI  Ad5 26 � xa7 �e4 27  f3 
f! xg2+ with a quick debacle. I t  
strengthens the impression White is 
already lost. 14 f!dl f! xdl+ 15 
.£lxdl {)c6 16 �e3. Uhlmann­
Barcza, Havana 1 963, continued: 
1 6  e3 Ae6 1 7  Ae2 f!d8 1 8  b4 
4J xb4 19  ab �xb4+ 20 �fl 
a5 and the pawn decides. After the 
game the players analysed �e3 and 
with Tal's help they reached the 
final position from our game. 
Grandmaster Barcza published the 

analysis and it is not clear whether 
Planinc found the win at the board 
or already knew it. 16 • • •  .£ld4 17 
�e8+ �h7 18 e3 .£le2+ 19 �d2 
(33). 

33 

B 

The scene was set for one of the 
most beautiful combinations in 
recent years. 19 • • •  At'S. A 
brilliant sacrifice which White must 
accept. The king is left at the mercy 
of Black's pieces. 20 �xa8 �d6+ 
21 �cl. 2 1  �c3 loses a little more 
slowly. It is only now that the 
following move becomes evident. A 
couple of moves earlier it was easy 
to overl90k it. 21 • • •  {)al 22 
�xb7 '§'e7+ 0-1. 

B 
1 d4 {)fti 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4 {)c3 g6 
5 e4 -'lg7 6 f4 0-0 7 {)f3 (34) . 

This is one of.White's deviations. 
The position is well explored and it 
causes Black no troubles. I t  is true, 
White's pawn formation looks 
ominous, but we must be aware it 
cost White a couple of tempi. Black 
has castled already and until White 
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also does, he can create pressure on 
the e-file and keep the balance. 

7 • • •  e6 8 lle2. 
After 8 de fe Black's QN gets a 

clear road to d4 and his QB can be 
fianchettoed. After 8 lld3 ed White 
must take with his c-pawn. 9 cd 
leaves Black with a choice: 9 . . .  
Ag4 10  h3 jlxf3 I I  �xf3 4Jbd7 
followed by . . .  .£le8, and the 
possibility of {)c7 and b5, as such 
positions are played usually (it is 
important here to control e5 and 
prevent the central thrust) or 9 . . .  
�b6 (preventing castling) 1 0  {)d2 
{)g4 1 1  {)c4 �d8 1 2  �f3 fS with a 
good game. 

8 • • •  ed 9 cd. 
Apart from this there is also 9 ed, 

which may look illogical, but it has 
its point and hides dangers. White's 
intention is to play Ad3, .after 
castling, and to carry out fS, seeking 
for an attack. I t  is a dangerous 
attack, because Black has no 
counterplay and it must be 
thwarted at its roots. There are two 
accepted roads. First, Black has 9 
. . .  {)e8, preparing for . . .  fS, 
while the knight moves to c 7 in 
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order to cover the weakened e6 and 
support . . .  bS. The other way is 
the simple 9 . . .  E!e8 1 0  0--0 4Jg4. 
Now 1 1  Ad3 is met by the strong I I  
. . . 4Jh6 with . . .  4J£5 to follow (or 
. . .  A£5 first, in case White plays h3 
threatening g4) :  On 1 1  h3 there is 
I I  . . .  .f)e3 1 2  Axe3 E! xe3 1 3  
�d2 E!e8 1 4  E!ae l  4Jd7 I S  .Q.d3 
E! xe l  1 6  E! xe l  4Jill with equal 
play. Without the black-squared 
bishop the attack is not so serious. 
Besides, Black can always block 
further action with . . .  £5. 

The position after 9 cd is worthy 
of special attention. It is a very 
dynamic position, characterized by 
its asymmetrical pawn structure. 
The threat eS is very unpleasant 
and the possibility of the central 
thrust is the main characteristic. 
Black must prevent eS. One of the 
ways is . . .  Ag4 and . . .  .,Q.xf3, 
followed by . . . 4Jbd 7, . . . 4Je8. 
However, 9 . . .  lL;4 can be met by 
1 0  4Jd2 Axe2 1 1  �xe2 and it is 
not clear whether Black can 
equalize. So Black must turn to his 
simplest means-the pressure on 
the e-file. 

9 • • •  E!e8 10 4Jd2. 
The sharp, double-edged thrust 

1 0  eS is not so dangerous, because 
white has not castled as yet which 
must reflect on his early attack. For 
example: 10 . . .  de 1 1  fe 4Jg4 1 2  
AgS ( 1 2  e6 is not sufficient: 1 2  . . .  
fe 1 3 0--0 cd 14 4JxdS Ae6 I S  Ac4 
4JeS. Or: 1 3  d6 Ad7 14 0--0 Ac6 
I S  4JgS 4JeS with 4Jbd7 to follow. 

The pawn is blocked and Black 
superior.) 1 2  . . .  �b6 1 3  0--0 
4JxeS 14  4JxeS AxeS.  The 
position is not 'naive', but the 
attack is not worth a pawn. On I S  
.Q.bS Black plays I S  . . .  Ad7,  while 
1 5  .Q.c4 is met by I S  . . .  A£5, 
developing the Q-wing. On the 
further 16 �f3, there follows 
1 6  . . .  4Jd7 and g4 does not 
work. 

After 1 0  4Jd2 in the main line 
new characteristics appear and we 
must understand these properly. 
The direct threat, eS, is removed, 
but some other possibilities arise 
which may be disagreeable to 
Black. White's knight will move to 
c4 and the threat of a central thrust 
will be renewed. At the same time, 
having secured the dominant 
position for his knight, White will 
exert strong pressure on Black's 
queen's wing and make impossible 
the liberating move . . .  bS. Black 
must take some measures against 
that plan. Theory notes the 
continuation . . .  4Jg4, but that 
move is rather complicated, leading 
to tactical complications which are 
not so clear as is popularly believed. 
We recommend therefore another 
line, which we consider more 
appropriate to Black's opening 
strategy. 

10 . • .  4Ja6 ( 35) . 
Black moves the knight to c7, 

where it performs several duties: it 
supports the advance of the pawns, 
it prevents eS by exerting pressure 

35 

rr 

on dS, it allows . . .  Jta6 after the 
further . . .  b6. For example: 1 1  0--0 
4Jc7 1 2 Jif3 E! b8 1 3 a4 b6 1 4 4Jc4 
Aa6 15 �b3 Jixc4 16 � xc4 a6. 
In this position Black won't miss his 
white-squared bishop. His plan is tD 
stop eS by . . .  4Jd7,  at the same 
time trying tD strengthen the 
activity of his KB by carrying out 
. . .  bS. 

We shall note here another 
positiDn White may go into. After I 
d4 4Jili 2 c4 cS 3 dS d6 4 4Jc3 g6 S e4 
.11,g7 6 f4 0--o, White can play 7 Ad3 
e6 8 4Jge2 ed 9 cd. The position 
should not worry Black, but it is 
useful to know your opponent's 
plans. White is going to transfer his 
knight to g3, seeking to attack 
Black's king. In this type of position 
some typical sacrifices are possible, 
e.g. eS de, £5 with strong pressure on 
the f-file and the diagonals. The best 
reply again is the exchange of the 
white-squared bishDps, which he 
achieves with 9 . . .  b6 10 0-0 Aa6. 
Giterman-Suetin continued: I I  
.Q.xa6 4Jxa6 12  4Jg3 c4 and Black 
had a level game. 
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C 
1 d4 4Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4  4Jc3 g6 
5 e4 J1g7 6 Ad3 0-0 7 h3 ( 36) . 

36 

B 

Now we can read White's 
intentions quite easily. White 
expects . . . e6 and . . . ed, so he 
develops his bishop at d3 whence it 
should support the advance .of his f­
pawn. 7 h3 prepares for 4Jf3, 
depriving Black .of . . .  Ag4. He is 
going to meet the check on the open 
e-file by Ae3, ignoring . . .  Ah6. 
The difficulties Black has to 
overcome are due to his cramped 
position. It is a problem we must 
not underrate. \Ve shall learn from 
two grandmaster games. 

Gheorghiu-Andersson 
Manila 1 975 
1 d4 �f6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4  4Jc3 g6 
5 e4 .klg7 6 Ad3 0-0 7 h3 e6 8 4J13 
ed 9 ed E!e8+ 10 Ae3 Ah6. It is 
useful to know why this seemingly 
natural move is not good. 11 0-0 
Axe3 12 fe �e7. 1 2  . . . E! xe3 
gives White an important tempo for 
attack. Playing 1 3  �d2 and �h6 
he starts a dangerous action. 
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Andersson therefore tries to finish 
his development and control e5. 13 
e4 .f}bd7 14 �f2. In case of 1 4  . . .  
.f}e5 White will take on e5 and 1 5  
· . . i!rxe5 does not go because of 
�f3. We can already feel a strong 
pressure growing on the open f-file. 
14 • • •  �f8 15 i!rd2 .f}e8. After 1 5  
· . . .f}e5 1 6  .f}xe5 i!rxe5 1 7  i!rf4, 
Black will not be able to realize the 
dominant position at e5 for his 
knight. The endgame is again bad 
for him. 16 �afl a6 17 a3 �a7 18 
Ac2 ( 37) . 

37 

B 

Preparing for the infiltration of 
white pieces via a4. A difficult plan 
to meet. 18 • • •  f6 19 b4 b6 20 ..Q.d 
.f}g7 21 ..Q.c6 �c7 22 .f}a4. Black 
has no counterplay whatever and 
he loses material; quite enough to 
lose the game. 22 • • •  4Jh5 23 
..Q.xd7 ..Q.xd7 24 .f}xb6 �g3 25 
�el ..Q.e8. If 25 . . .  .f}xe4 \Vhite 
can simply play bc. 26 e5. A little 
combination deciding quickly 
because of the weakness at d6. 26 
• • •  fe 27 .f}xe5 i!rg7 28 � xf8+ 
�xf8 29 .f}g4 .f}h5 30 i!re3 .f}g7 

31 be de 32 i!re5 �b7 33 .f}h6+ 
<3lh8 34 �f1 1�. 

Polugaevsky-Kavalek 
Solingen 1 974 
1 d4 4Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d64 .f}c3 g6 
5 e4 ltg7 6 Ad3 � 7 h3 00 8  .£lf3 
ed 9 ed § e8+ . The manoeuvre 
. .  , .£lb8-a6-c 7 comes seriously 
into consideration. The knight is 
best placed at c7. In some cases it 
prepares for . . .  b5, sometimes it 
covers the weakness at e6 when 
Black is forced to meet the advance 
of White's K-side pawns by . . .  5. 
10 Ae3 .f}h5. The same 
manoeuvre, . . .  .£la6-c7, is OK 
again. 11 � 15. Why . . .  .f}h5 and 
. . .  5.? Although our position 
seems quiet, White's intentions are 
quite militant. With the situation in 
the centre and on the Q-wing 
stabilized, White would withdraw 
the knight from f3 and start 
advancing his pawns. The threat 
does not look perilous, but passive 
play leads to a position where Black 
will have no manoeuvring space. 
That's why Kavalek takes space 
immediately and eliminates the 
possibility of a pawn attack. 
Meanwhile he creates a weakness at 
e6. White cannot take advantage of 
it at once, but it is a lasting 
weakness he can count on from now 
on. 12 �d2 .f}d7. 1 2  . . .  .£la6 still 
should be considered. 13 �ael 
.f}df6. Correct was 1 3  . . .  .f}e5 14  
.£lxe5 Axe5 1 5  .ilg5 i!rb6. 14 
Ah6 Ad7 15 Axg7 .f}xg7. On 15  

. . .  c;ftxg7 Polugaevsky gives 1 6  
.£Jg5 h6 1 7  �e6+ ..Q.xe6 1 8  de 
i!fc8 19 ..Q.e2 � x e6 20 ..Q.xh5 
.£Jxh5 2 1  �d5 and Black's 
position is bad. 16 � xe8+ �xe8 
17 a3. Had Black forced a4, with 
the manoeuvre . . .  �a6-c7 in the 
early stages of the game, White 
would not have had this. Now 
White can combine play on both 
wings. 17 • • •  as. This must be a 
mistake. The consequence is 
another lasting weakness. Correct 
was 1 7  . . .  �ffi, and if 18  b4 then 
18 . , .  b6. 18 ..Q.c2. White will 
exchange the bishops with .1la4 
and the holes b5 and e6 will become 
more difficult to defend. 18 • • •  i!ff8 
19 �el �e8 20 � xe8. On 20 
.1la4 Black would take on a4, on e l  
'and then play . . .  �e8. 20 • • •  

�xe8 21 �g5 �e7. Black should 
not allow ..Q.a4 at any cost. 2 1  . . .  
c;ftf7 or 2 1  . . .  .£lgh5 was necessary. 
He was lucky that White, instead of 
realizing his plan completely by 
.1la4, plays badly c;ftfl . The 
endgame of the queens and knights 
is clearly difficult for Black. 22 c;ftfl 
.[)ge8 23 i:!Yh6 • ..Q.a4 is not possible 
any more, because after the 
exchange Black's queen penetrates 
to e4. 23 • • •  .£le7 24 .1ld3 �e8 25 
�g5 c;ftg7. After a long wandering 
Black's knight finally found his ' 
place. But in a level position Black 
gives his opponent an opportunity 
to sharpen the play. 25 . . .  c;ftf7 
Would have eliminated the 
possibilities which follow. 26 .f}h4 
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�e5. The players already were in 
time-trouble and the mistakes are 
understandable. 27 f4 �d4 (38) 

38 

W 

In post-mortem analysis they 
found out that 27  . . .  �e3 28 .1lxf5 
.£lcxd5 saves Black. The sense of 
this strange move will be clearer' 
after 29 cd .£lh5 and .£le2 does not 
help because of . . .  ..Q.b5. So White 
has nothing more than a draw: 29 
.£lxd5 .£l xd5 30 ..Q.xd7 �c l +  
with perpetual check. 28 ..Q.xf5 
i!rxc4+ 29 c;ftgl �cxd5 30 
..Q.xd7 �xf4. If 30 . . .  .£lxc3, 3 1  
.£l5+ wins. 3 1  i!fxf4 .£lxf4 32 
..Q.b5 d5 33 4Jf3 d4 34 .£la4 .£le4 
35 .£le5 .£le6 36 ..Q.d .£lc7 37 .1ld3 
b5 38 .1lxe4 ba 39 ..Q.d3 �e6 40 
..Q.d 4Jf4 41 c;ftf2 I�. 

D 
1 d4 4Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4  .£lc3 g6 
5 e4 ltg7 6 .1le2 � 7 ltg5 (39) . 

We usually reach this position by 
a different order of moves, in one of 
the standard variations of the 
King's Indian Defence . 

The centre is blocked. I t is true, 
sooner or later Black will open the 



50 Benoni and King's Indian Difences 

39 

B 

e-file with . . .  e6, but, playing �d2, 
White thwarts any counterplay 
and then slowly pushes his opponent 
into a cramped position on both 
wings. In order to get an idea about 
the difficulties he would have to 
overcome we mention here a typical 
continuation: 7 . . .  e6 8 �d2 ed 9 ed 
§ e8 10 .£lf3 Jig4 I I  0-0 .£l bd 7 1 2  
h3 l,txf3 1 3 l,txf3 a6 14  a4 i!re7 1 5  
§ae l  i!rffi 1 6 .ild l  § xe l 1 7  § xe l  
§e8 18  § xe8 i!rxe8 19 l,tf4. In the 
further course of the game White will 
exchange queens as well and play a 
very favourable endgame: he 
controls more space, he can start 
action on both wings and finally he 
has a pair of bishops which must 
show in the end. InouropinionBlack 
must not allow i!rd2 after which his 
K-side is paralysed. 7 . . .  h6 is 
indispensable. White can withdraw 
his bishop to f4, h4 or e3 and we shall 
see these alternatives in a number of 
good games. 

Uhlmann-Adorjan 
IBM, Amsterdam 197 1  
I d4 g6 2 c4 �7 3 .£le3 e5 4 d5 d6 
5 e4 .£lf6 6 Ae2 0-0 7 .ilg5 h6 8 

l,tf4. The last move was played in 
order to prevent . . .  e6, but one day 
it dawned upon somebody that . . .  
e6 nevertheless could be played. 
Polugaevsky-Bilek, Bussum 1 968, 
where the order of moves was 
slightly different, proved that the 
pawn sacrifice made sense and the 
line was scrutinized thoroughly. 8 
• • •  e5 9 de l,txe6 10 Jixd6 §e8. 
The critical position. Black has 
sacrificed a pawn, but has obtained 
excellent play for his pieces. The 
knight enters the fight via c6, the 
Jig7 is very active, the possibility 
. . .  i!ra5 and . . .  § d8 is also 
dangerous. Of course, all this gains 
value because White needs two 
tempi to castle. The other 
important thing is that I I  l,txc5 is 
not possible due to 1 1  . . .  �a5 1 2  
b4 �a6 1 3  .£lb5 .£lxe4 14  �c7 
�c6 1 5  �xe8 Jic3+ 1 6  �fl 
.£ld2+ 1 7  �e 1 i!rxg2 etc. 1 1  e5 is 
also out of the question because of 
1 1  . . .  �fd7 1 2  f4 g5 1 3  .£lf3 gf 14  
�d2 .£lc6 1 5  i!rxf4 �dxe5 1 6  
.ilxe5 .£lxe5 1 7  �xe5 i!rd4 18  
.£ld3 Jixc4 etc. II .£lf3 �c6 12 
0-0 .£ld4 ( 40) . 

40 

TtT 

The idea is based upon the 
following variation: 1 3  .ilxc5 
�xe2+ 14  �xe2 �c8. In case of 
} 3 � xd4 cd 14  �xd4 Black would 
play 14 . . .  �xe4 1 5  �xe4 � xd6 
1 6  i!rxb7 §ab8 with . . .  § xb2. 
On 13 l,te5, 1 3  . . .  � xf3+ is 
sufficient. 13 e5 .£ld7 14 §el. 
White considered 14 .£l xd4 cd 1 5  
i!rxd4, but concluded that after 1 5  
. . .  .£lxe5 he had no advantage. He 
defends the pawn, but it  comes out 
soon that the pawn cannot be 
defended. 14 • • •  .£lc6 15 .£le4. The 
previously mentioned game, 
Polugaevsky-Bi1ek, was slightly 
different: . . .  h6 was not played, 
because White played �J4 without 
Jig5. White continued: 1 5  �d5 
§ c8 1 6  �b3 �dxe5 1 7  Axc5 b6 
18 Ae3, but after 18 . . .  .£la5 it 
turned out he had nothing. 15 • • •  

b6 16 An' §e8. On 1 6  . . .  .£ldxe5 
there is 1 7  .£lxe5 .£lxe5 1 8  .£l xc5, 
but 18 . . .  Jig4 is strong. 17 �b3 
-'tg4 18 §adl. Ready to sacrifice a 
pawn after 18 . . .  .£ld4 19  .£l xd4 
l,txdl 20 § xd l  cd 2 1  § xd4. 18 

• • •  Axf3 19 �xf3 .£ld4 20 �h3 
�xe5. Black has recaptured the 
pawn and what is more he has 
centralized his pieces. 21 b4. 
Perhaps White is nearer to a draw 
after 2 1  AxeS with .£lc3 to follow. 
21 • • •  IS 22 .ilxe5. 22 be fe 23 
§ xd4 �f3+ 24 gf .ilxd4 25 
i!rxh6 �ffi etc., does not work. 22 

• • •  § Xe5 23 .£lc3 i!re8. Black 
rightly does not care about the 
pawn, trying to reinforce the 
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position of his pieces. 24 § xe5 
�xe5 25 be be 26 �d5 §b8. 
Dominating open files, Black 
dominates all the board. 27 �a3 
§b2. Excellent. On 28 i!rxc5 he 
would play 28 . . .  § xa2, while on 
28 i!rxa7 he has something else on 
his mind. 28 i!rxa7 i!re4 29 i!ra4. 
29 . . .  i!rc2 has to be prevented. 29 
• • •  i!rh4. Time-trouble. This move 
should have been prepared by 29 
· . .  �h7. 30 i!re8+ �h7 31 �e3. 
White had time to see 3 1  .£le7 
�f3+ . 31 • • •  § xa2 32 §bl h5 33 
g3. 33 § b 7 was correct. 33 • • •  

i!re4 34 �xe4. Again 34 §b7 was 
better. 34 • • •  fe 35 <it'g2. If 35 
ll!S2, 35 . . .  .£lf3+ wins easily. 35 
• • • .£lIS. Again a serious error. 35 
· . .  .£lf3 36 �e3 l,td4 37 § b3 <it'h6 
threatening 38 . . .  .£ld2 wins. Now 
White could defend himself with 
§e l  and §e2, if he had any time 
left. His flag fell. 

Lengyel-Antunac 
Zagreb 1 973 
I c4 .£lf6 2 �c3 g6 3 e4 d6 4 d4 
ltg7 5 Ae2 0-0 6 ltg5 e5 7 d5 h6 
8 l,tf4 e5 9 de .ilxe6 10 l,txd6 
§e8 I I  �f3 .£lc6 12 0-0 �d4 13 
e5 .£ld7 . 14 � xd4 cd 15 �b5. 
Uhlmann played this move against 
Damjanovic in Cienfuegos 1 973. I t  
seemed to be a refutation of the line, 
but a couple of months later 
Antunac improved Black's play. 15 
• • •  .£lxe5 16 c5 d3 17 Axd3 ( 41) . 

Up to now all as in Uhlmann­
Damjanovic III which Black 
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41 

B 

continued 1 7  . . .  �xd3 1 8  i!rxd3 
,1;1 c8 1 9  ,1;1 ad I i!ra5 overlooking 
the strong 20 .11c 7. Antunac did not 
know the earlier game and found 
the right answer at the board. 17 
• • •  ,I;1c8. What's the point? At first 
glance you do not see the difference, 
but then it becomes clear that 1 8  
�xa7  does not work because of 1 8  
· . .  �xd3 1 9  �xc8 (not 1 9  i!rxd3 
,I;1 xc5) 19 . . .  �xb2 20 �e7+ 
i!rxe7.  18 .l1,e2. White is taken by 
surprise and commits an error. He 
should have chosen 18 .l1, x e5 ( 1 8  
.l1,e4 .l1,c4) 1 8  . . .  .l1,xe5 1 9  �d6 
.l1,xd6 20 cd i!rxd6 2 1  .l1,e4, 
although he is worse here, too. 18 
• • •  .£)c4 19 i!ra4. On 1 9  b3, Black 
intended 1 9  . . .  .£)b2, while 1 9  
.£)xa7 i s  met by  1 9  . . .  .£)xb2 
followed by 20 . . .  § b8. The text is 
even worse. 19 • • •  .£)xb2 20 i!rb4. 
On 20 �xa7, 20 . . .  .l1,d7 wins. 20 
· . .  as 21 i!rf4 .l1,d7 22 �d2 .l1,f5. 
White has avoided material losses, 
but Black has so' activated his pieces 
that there are no doubts about the 
outcome. The threat is . . . § xe2 
and . . .  .l1,d3. 23 §fcl. If23 §fe l  
then 2 3  . . .  § xeS. 23 • • •  § xe2 24 

�xe2 ,ilc13 25 "§i'3 ,ilxb5 26 
i!rxb7 �d3 27 i!rxb5 .£)xcl 28 
§ xci �xd6 0-1. 

Uhlmann -Byrne 
Hastings 1 970 /7 1 
I d4 �£6 2 c4 g6 3 .£)c3 ltg7 4 e4 
d6 5 Ae2 0-0 6 ltg5 c5 7 d5 h6 8 
,ile3. Apart from this we shall 
mention here the continuation 8 
Ah4. The best reply is 8 . . .  a6 with 
the intention to meet 9 .£)f3 with 9 
. . .  b5, making use of the absence of 
White's QB. White would do better 
to prevent . . .  bS by 9 a4, but after 
9 . . .  i!raS 10 i!rd2 there is again 10 
. . .  bS with a pawn sacrifice. After 
I I  cb ab 1 2  AxbS Black can play 
1 2  . . .  Aa6 with initiative for the 
pawn. In Kristianssen-Olafsson, 
1 966, instead of 10  . . . bS Black 
played 10 . . .  .£)bd7 I I  .£)f3 bS 1 2  
cb ab 1 3  .l1,xbS .£)xe4 1 4  .£)xe4 
�xbS with better play, but White 
could have prevented the tactical 
blow by the simple I I  §a3 Ieaving 
Black in a passive position. 8 • • •  e6 
9 de. Preparing for �d2 (attacking 
h6) and O-{)-{) with pressure on the 
d-file. The quiet 9 �d2 is also 
possible when Black's best choice is 
9 . . .  ed 10 ed �h7 1 1  h3 .£)a6 1 2  
.£)f3 .l1,f5. 9 • • •  .l1,xe6 10 �d2 
�h7. Black has to defend the 
pawn, because after 1 0  . . .  �aS I I  
,ilxh6 Axh6 1 2  �xh6 .£)xe4 
1 3  § c l  .£)c6 14  h4 White maintains 
the attack. 11 0-0-0 �c6 12 �xd6 
�xd6 13 ,I;1 xd6 ( 42) . 

42 

B 

13 • • •  .£)d4. White realized his 
plan, but at an evil moment . . . .  
.£)e8 is threatened and after taking 
on d4, . . .  .£)g4 follows and White 
loses the exchange. So White's 
strategy has failed. Capturing on d6 
is a slow manoeuvre, unjustifiably 
neglecting development. 14 e5 
.£)e8 15 § xd4 cd 16 ..Q.xd4 .£)d6. 
Very well played. Black wins a 
pawn, since he can meet 1 7  .l1,cS by 
17 . . .  .l1,xeS. 17 b3 .£)f5 18 Ac5 
§fc8 19, .£)e4 .l1,xe5 20 .£)f'3 ltg7 
21 gt b6. Defending the pawn 
indirectly he remains a pawn up. 22 
.Q.a3 �4 23 .£)xd4 Axd4 24 
R.f3 §h8 25 §dl Ae5 26 §el 
§ad8 27 �c2 §he8 28 h3 f5 29 
�.Q.d430 §e2 fg 3I hg .l1,t7 32 
.Q.e4 a6 33 f3 �g7 34 .l1,d g5 35 
..Q.d2 � 36 .£)d5 as 37 �d3 
..Q.d 38 Ac3+ � 39 .l1,d4 §d6 
.. a3 §ed8 41 �c3 .l1,xa3 42 
..Q.xb6 .Q.b4+ 43 �b2 §c8 44 
.Q.f2 § e6 45 �c2 .l1,m 46 �c3 
�ee847 �d3 §b848 §b2 §be8 
.. .Q.d4 § xe4 50 fe § xe4 51 
�12+ §C4+ 52 �c3 § xf2 53 
..Q.xf2 Ae4 54 .l1,b6 .l1,f3 55 .£)e3 
..Q.b4+ 0-1. 
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E 
I d4 .£)£6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d64 .£)c3 g6 
5 e4 1ig7 6 �f3 0-0 7 Ae2. An 
alternative is 7 Ad3 transposing 
into the known position after 7 . . .  
e6 8 h3. In case of 8 O-{) ed 9 cd 
Black can choose 9 . . .  Jtg4 which 
suits his general plan. Smyslov­
Polugaevsky, Interzonal 1 973, 
continued: 10 h3 .1lxf3 I I  i!rxf3 
.£)bd7 12 i!re2 a6 13 a4 §e8 14 
.11f4 c4 1 5  .1lc2 (if l S .11xc4 then I S  
. . .  .£)xe4 and . . .  f5) 1 5  . . .  .£)c5 
1 6  § fe I ,1;1 c8 and Black had level 
play. As a rule the exchange of the 
QB for White's KN is favourable to 
Black because it diminishes White's 
power on the critical point e5 and 
prevents the pawn's central thrust. 
The pair of bishops is not so 
powerful in such positions. Black 
gets rid of his bishop which does not 
help him much and which, in the 
Benoni, represents quite a problem 
in development. The other bishop is 
important, the fianchettoed one. 7 
• • •  e6 8 0-0 §e8 ( 43) . 

Up to a couple of years ago, 8 . . .  
ed was played without thinking. 
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The waiting move bears witness to 
the difficulties Black had to 
overcome in the normal variations 
of the Benoni. After the exchange 
on d5 White regularly obtained an 
advantage by the simple 
manoeuvre 4Jd2-c4. The road to 
level play is hard. Seeing that the 
knight manoeuvre is a trump-card 
in White's hand it occurred to 
somebody to postpone taking on 
d5, depriving White of it. That's 
the idea of the last move. I t is based 
on the tactical possibility 9 de 
Axe6 10  Af4 4Jc6 as we saw in 
quite a similar position. 

Let us see what happens after 8 
. . .  .§e8. Black exerts indirect 
pressure on e4. Of course, White 
does not have to protect e4 once 
more, but in that case he will have 
to meet . . .  ed by ed and the tension 
in the centre disappears. 9 4Jd2 
maintains the tension, 9 . . .  ed 10  
cd transposing into the standard 
positions. But now Black does not 
take on d5 and does not free c4 for 
White's knight. White's normal 
development is thwarted, he has no 
clear plan. 

We shall form an opinion about 
our position on the experience of 
some grandmaster games. 

Gheorghiu -Larsen 
Teesside 1 972 
I 4Jf3 c5 2 c4 g6 3 d4 Ag7 4 d5 d6 
5 e4 4Jf6 6 4Jc3 0-0 7 lle2 e6 8 
0-0 .§e8 9 de Axe6 10 Af4. Slow 
is 10  h3 4Jc6 I I  Ae3 i!rb6 1 2  .§ b l  

4Jd7 1 3  4Jh5 4Jde5 and Black has 
counterplay, while the bac�ward 
pawn is not a weakness. 10 • • •  4Jc6 
II Axd6 i!ra5. In Popov-Cebalo, 
Zagreb 1 973, the same position was 
reached with the only difference 
that Black had his pawn on h6 ( they 
played a King's Indian variation 
with 5 lle2 and immediately 
Ag5) .  Popov played 1 3  e5 4Jd7 14  
4Jd5, but after 1 4  . . .  llxd5 1 5  
i!rxd5 .§ac8 Black recaptured the 
pawn with a good game: 1 6  a3 
4Jdxe5 1 7  i!rxc5 i!rxc5 1 8 llxc5 
b6 1 9  lld6 4Jxf3+ 20 Axf3 
llxb2 2 1  .§a2 lle5 and White had 
to worry about a draw. 12 llf4. 1 2  
a3, threatening 1 3  b4, is new and 
strong. Therefore Black should turn 
to the line in Lengyel-Antunac (p. 
5 1 ) . 12 • • .  .§ad8 13 4Jd5 ( 44) . 

44 

B 

On 1 3  Ad2, Black can continue 
1 3  . . .  4Jd4. 13 • • •  .§d7. 1 3  . . .  
4Jxe4 14  llc7 .§ xd5 1 5  cd does 
not work. 14 lld3. 1 4 lld2 i!rd8 1 5  
Ag5 h6  gives nothing, e.g.: 16  
Axffi llxffi 17  i!rd2 llxd5, 
followed by . . .  4Jd4. After the 
text, however, Black's knight will 

be able to occupy the central square 
d4. 14 • • •  llg4 15 h3 .Q.xf3 16 
i!rxf3 4Jd4 17 i!rdl. Giving back 
the pawn. The play is level. 17 • • •  

4Jxe4 18 .§el 4Jd6 19 Jlxd6 
.§ xel+ 20 i!rxel i!rxel+ 21 
.§ xel .§ xd6 22 .§e7 .§e6 t-t. 

Geller-Suetin 
Kislovodsk 1972 
1 c4g6 2 d4 1tg73 4Jc3 c5 4 d5 d6 
5 e4 4Jf6 6 4Jf3 0-0 7 .Q.e2 e6 8 0-0 
.§e8 9 4Jd2. Or.9 h3 ed 1 0  ed .Q.f5 
with equal play. Apart from the 
text White can defend e4 by 9 i!rc2, 
in order to be able to retake on 
d5 with his c-pawn. Kozma­
Polugaevsky, played in the same 
tournament, continued: 9 . . .  4Ja6 
10 .§e l  ed 1 1  cd 4Jb4 1 2  i!rb3 ..Q.g4 
1 3  a3 -'txf3 14  gf 4Ja6 1 5  i!rxb7 
4Jc7 1 6  i!rb3 4Jh5 1 7  f4 't!rM with 
active play. 9 • • •  4Ja6. No matter 
what White chooses this manoeuvre 
is useful. Waiting tactics make 
White's job difficult. His knight at 
d2 is not happy. 10 .§el 4Jc7 I I  
.Q.ft .§b8 12  a4 b6 13  h3 a6 14 
4)13, White has exhausted useful 
waiting moves. 14 • • •  ed 15 cd. 1 5  
ed means an equal position. The 
text allows Black to take the 
initiative. 15 • • •  b5 16 e5 de 17 d6 
�e6, White put his hopes in the 
central thrust, but underrated the 
powerful black knight bound for 
d4. 18 ab 4Jd4. Black loses his 
a- and b-pawns, but wins the 
d-pawn and is very strong in the 
centre. 19 ba i!rxd6 20 1lg5 .§a8. 
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Unnecessary and bad. After 20 . . .  
h6 2 1  II xffi i!r xffi or 2 1  llM cfJd5 
he is OK. 21 4Jb5 i!rb6 22 cfJbxd4 
ed 23 llxf6 .§ Xel 24 i!rxel 
llxf6 25 i!re8+ . If25 't!re4 then 25 
. . .  i!ra 7. 25 • • •  �g7 26 llc4 i!rc7 
27 cfJel. An error. Correct is 27 
cfJd2. After the text, the white 
bishop is not protected and Black 
could continue 27  . . .  llxa6 with 
. .  · llxc4 to follow. But he did not 
see it. 27 • • •  -'tb7 28 �b5 Ac8 29 
cfJd3 ,Ae7 30 �a5 �d6 31 't!rb5 
.§ a7 32 b3 -'td7 33 �a5 -'t5 34 
�el. White is not afraid of having 
bishops of opposite colour. His 
passed pawn must decide sooner or 
later. 34 • • •  -'txd3 35 -'txd3 Ad8 
36 i!re4 Ac7 37 g3 llb6. Here the 
bishop is even worse posted. 38 
.§el .§c7 39 .§e2 lla740�g2h5 
41 h4 �f6. The last two moves 
allow White to win quickly, . . . 42 
't!rf3+ �g7 43 .§e8 .§e7 ( 45) 

45 

W 

. . . while this move allows a nice 
win. 44 llxg6. 44 . . .  't!rxg6 and 
44 . . .  fg are evidently bad and 44 
. . .  �xg6 10ses to 45 .§g8+ and 46 
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.§g5 etc. 44 • • •  c4 45 Axh5 
.§ xe8 46 �xf7+ �h6 47 �xe8 
� 48 g4 I�. 

Gligoric-Suetin 
Ljubljana 1973 
I d4 4Jf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 d6 4 4Jc3 g6 
5 e4 ltg7 6 l£)fl 0-0 7 -'te2 e6 8 
0-0 .§ e8 9 .£ld2 4Ja6 10 �hl. As 
in the previous game White is 
playing moves hoping for . . .  ed. 
But Black can also wait. 10 • • •  .£lc7 
11 a4 .§b8. Our next game teaches 
us that I I  . . .  b6 is still more 
accurate. 12 f3 b6 13 4Jdbl. This 
manoeuvre, however slow it seems, 
is probably the only solution in this 
position. White simply cannot wait 
indefinitely. 13 • • •  a6 14 .£la3 
�e7. This is not necessary. 15 ltg5 
h6 16 AM (46) . 

46 

B 

Correct was 16 Ae3 followed by 
4Jc2 with the idea b4. The text 
gives Black the opportunity to 
control the black squares. 16 • • •  g5 
17 ltn ed 18 cd 4Jd7 19 �d2. On 
19  .£lc4 there is 19  . . .  .£le5, but 
that was nevertheless a better 
choice, because the knight on a3 is 

not active. 19 • • •  .£le5 20 .§ael 
Ad7 21 4Je2 �. White is ready 
to meet . . .  b5 by ab and b4, which 
Black prevents. 22 4Je3 b5. The 
strategic battle is won. 23 ab ab 24 
ltg3 .£lg6. On 24 . .  , b4 would 
follow 25 -'txe5. Also f4 was 
threatened. 25 4Jf5 ltfB 26 Ad3. 
This loses the d-pawn. 4Je3 was 
indispensable. The rest is simple 
technique. 26 • • •  b4 27 .£ldl 
-'txf5 28 ef .§ xel 29 .§ xel 4Je7 
30 4Je3 4Jexd5 31 4Jc4 4Jb6 32 
4Je3 .§e8 33 4Jg4 .§ xel+ 34 
�xel �xb2 35 f6 �d4 36 -'tbl 
.£ld7 37 -'tn �c4 38 h4 �e6 39 
�d2 .£lxf6 40 hg 4Jxg4 41 fg 
�xg4 42 gh �h5+ 43 �gl 
�xh6 44 -'te3 �g7 45 -'ta2 4Jb5 
46 Ac4 4Jc3 47 �d3 �g3 48 �d2 
d5 0-1. 

Savon-Belyavsky 
USSR Championship 1974 
1 4Jf3 c5 2 c4 g6 3 d4 Ag7 4 d5 d6 
5 e4 4Jf6 6 4Jc3 0-0 7 -'te2 e6 8 
0-0 .§ e8 9 4Jd2 .£la6 10 �hl. 
Black can meet de by . . .  Axe6 
and further, f4 by . . .  ltd 7 and . . .  
Ac6. In Spassky-Kavalek, IBM 
1973, White played 10 .§bl  4Jc7 
1 1  a4 b6 1 2  f4, but had no 
advantage after 1 2  . . . ed 1 3  cd 
Aa6. 10 • • •  .£lc7 II a4 b6 12 f4. If 
1 2  f3 Black is in time with 12  . . .  
Aa6. 12 • • •  ed 13 cd Aa6. An 
important simplification. If White 
takes, a black knight will feel well at 
b4. 14 .§el Axe2 15 .§ xe2 4Jg4. 
Black chooses the moment when 

{)f3 does not work because of . . .  
-'txc3 and starts an action against 
the weakened white king position. 
16 h3 �h4 17 Ml f5 ( 47) .  

47  

W 

Black goes astray. After 1 7  . . .  
1td4 he would threaten perpetual 
check, while 1 8  �f3 allows 1 8  . . .  
{)f2+ with . . . f5 to follow. 18 4Jf3 
1!th5 19 e5. All of a sudden the fight 
turns in White's favour. The pawn 
sacrifice creates a dangerous passed 
pawn on the q-file together with 
various tactical possibilities. 19 • • •  

de 20 fe 4J xe5 21 d6. Gligoric 
proposed 2 1  .§ xe5 Axe5 22 
{)xe5 .§ xe5 23 Af4 .§ae8 24 
1txe5 .§ Xe5 25 '{/ff4 etc. 21 • • •  

{)xf3 22 de 4Jd4 23 .§ xe8+ 
� xe8 24 '{/fc4+ �h8 25 -'tf4 
1!th4 26 .§fl '{/fe7 27 4Jb5 4Jxb5 
28 1!txb5 'f!re6 29 .§dl ltd4. 30 
1!txe8+ was threatened. 30 b4 
<3tg7 31 be be 32 �b7 .§c8 33 
1tg3. Black's rook is tied down and 
now White takes the e-file. 33 • • •  

c5 34 .§el �d7 35 Ad6 �g6 36 
1!td5 .§ xc7. 36 . . .  .§e8 37 .§ xe8 
1!txe8 38 �h2 �el 39 'f!rg8+ � 
also loses-to 40 �h8+ followed 
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by 1rxd4. 37 .§e6+ �g7 38 
�xf5 �d8 39 Axc7 '{/fxc7 40 
'f!rxg5+ � 41 i!rf5+ �g7 42 
.§e4 -'tf6 43 .§g4+ 1�. 

F 
1 d4 {)f6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 g6 4 {)c3 
ltg7 5 g3 0-0 6 ltg2 d6 7 l£)fl e6. 
This move turns a typical King's 
Indian position into a Benoni. The 
variation 8 de is analysed III 

Vaganian-Velimirovic. 
8 0-0  ed 9 cd ( 48) .  

So we have the standard position 
of the fianchetto variation. I t  is 
essentially different from other 
Benoni positions. Let us first point 
out its advantages and its 
drawbacks. 

White's -'lg2 is apparently badly 
posted, its activity being limited by 
its own pawn at d5. It seems that his 
proper place is at e2 whence it stops 
. . .  b5, but that is not so simple. 
Posted on g2, the bishop defends 
the pawn on d5. For the moment it 
is not important, but after the 
manoeuvre 4Jd2--c4 and the 
advance of pawns to e4 and f4, 
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when e5 is prepared, the defence of 
the pawn on d5 may become 
essential. In some cases it is under 
attack from several pieces-.!£lffi 
and .!£lc 7, perhaps ..Q.b 7 and also 
i!rd8 (after e5 de) . Sometimes 
White can open the long white 
diagonal and sometimes the bishop 
indirectly prevents . . .  b5, because 
the .!£lc4 jumps to a5 and c6, 
supported by the �2. White's 
final aims are to carry out e5 and 
stop . . .  b5. The fianchettoed 
bishop serves better the former one. 
Black's play on the Q-side is more 
active than in other Benoni 
positions. Playing correctly and 
cautiously he has the means to 
check e5, realizing counterplay on 
the queen's wing which. keeps a 
positional balance. 

There are several plans against 
White's basic ideas. One of them is 
the manoeuvre . . .  .!£lb8-a6-:c7, 
but we do not recommend it. 
Considering White's plans we come 
to the conclusion that the knight is 
better posted at d7, whence it easily 
chases a white .!£lc4 by . . .  .!£lb6 or 
. . .  .!£le5. Black knights at d 7 and ffi 
are flexibly posted. A .!£lffi, for 
instance, can be transferred to c 7 or 
jump to h5 making possible . . .  £5 
in search of chances on the king's 
wing. The following game is a good 
model of Black's strategy. 

Ghcorghiu-Ljubojevic 
Manila 1 974 
I d4 .!£lffi 2 c4 e6 3 .!£lc3 c5 4 d5 ed 

5 cd g6 6 g3 d6 7 .!£lf3 ltg7 8 ltg2 
0-0 9 0-0  a6 10 a4 .!£lbd7 II  .!£ld2 
.§. e8. A useful waiting move. On 1 2  
.!£lc4, Black would play 1 2  . . .  
.!£lb6; our game will have a similar 
course. On 1 2  a5 Black can reply 1 2  
. . .  b5 at once without fear of 1 3  ab 
.!£l x b6 14 .!£lb3 threatening .!£la5, 
because 14 . . .  .!£lc4 prevents that 
possibility. Now 1 5  i!rd3 is met by 
the strong 1 5  . . .  .§. b8. 12 h3. This 
is also a useful waiting move. 
Sometimes . . .  .!£lg4 can be a real 
nuisance. 12 • • •  .§. bB. An active 
alternative is 1 2  . . . .!£lh5 1 3  .!£lc4 
.!£le5 1 4  .!£la3 £5, but in our opinion 
the action on the queen's wing is 
more appropriate to the position. 
13 .!£lc4 .!£lb6 14 .!£la3 ..Q.d7. Black 
threatens 1 5  . . .  .!£lxa4 16 .!£lxa4 
b5 recapturing the piece with good 
play. Of course, White can prevent 
the tactical blow by 1 5  a5, but that 
weakens b5. After the further 1 5  . .  . 
.!£lc8 16  .!£lc4 Black can play 16  . .  . 
Jtb5 and in the late course of the 
game resort to the manoeuvre . . .  
.!£la7-b5. The move Gheorghiu 
chose is bad. 15 Jtf4 (49) . 

49 

B 

15 • • •  .£lh5. I had found this 
refutation in 1 965 already, but I 
had no opportunity to use it. 16 
Axd6. Practically there is no 
choice. 16 ..Q.d2 is refuted by 1 6  . . .  
Axc3. 16 • • •  Jtxc3. 17 -'txbB 
Axb2 18 Jta7 -'txal. And now 
comes the mistake. Ljubojevic has 
lost his way. The correct move was 
1 8  . . .  .!£lxa4 and the �a7 is 
trapped. 1 9  .§.a2 is met by 1 9  . . .  
Ag7 and White is lost. 19 �xb6 
i!rxb6 20 i!rxal .§. xe2. Black 
grabs the pawn, but the initia­
tive passes to his opponent. 21 .§.bl 
i!rc7 22 .!£lc4 .§. xfl. One more 
oversight and the game is lost. 
Black considered 23 <it(xf2 i!rxg3+ 
followed by . . .  .!£lf4. But White has 
a stronger reply. 23 i!re5 �xe5 24 
.!£lxe5 Af5 25 �xfl �xbl 26 d6 
<ittt'8 27 .!£ld7+ . Excellent. 27 • • •  

<it(e8 28 .!£lxc5. Now 28 . . .  b6 does 
not work do to 29 Ac6+ . 28 
• • •  .£lg7 29 ..Q.xb7 .!£le6 30 �c6+ 
<it(d8 31 .!£lxe6+ fe 32 <it(e3 e5. 
Otherwise the white king marches 
to g7.  33 as. Fixing the weakness on 
a6. 33 • • •  Ac2 34 g4 g5 35 Ab7 
�d7 36 Axa6 <it(xd6 37 �d3 
Aa4 38 a6 �c7 39 <it(e4 �b6 40 
IiJtxe5 -'tc6 41 -'tfl. All hope is 
go/ne. 41 • • •  Ae8 42 <ittf6 h6 43 
IiJtg7 h5 44 <ittf6 I�. 

Vaganian-Velimirovit 
USSR-Yugoslavia 1 969 
I d4 4jffi 2 c4 c5 3 d5 g6 4 4jc3 
.Q.g7 5 g3 0-0 6 Ag2 d6 7 4jf3 e6 8 
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de. Here we have to mention 
something important. If instead of 
.!£lc3 White plays 0-0, . . .  e6 is not 
good any more. This is the reason: 8 
de Axe6 9 .!£lg5 Axc4 1 0  Axb7 
.!£lbd7 1 1  4Ja3 .§. b8 12 .!£lxc4 
.§. xb7 1 3  .!£lxd6 .§. b4 1 4  i!rc2 h6 
1 5  .!£lf3 i!re 7 1 6  a3 and Black has no 
compensation for the pawn, 
because he has lost his bishop pair. 
(Our game shows the essential 
difference.) That's why Black 
should not play . . .  d6 till White 
plays .!£lc3. If White develops his 
king's wing without .!£lc3, Black 
must play . . .  e6, . . .  ed and only 
then . .  : d6, transposing into this 
position. 8 • • •  �xe6 9 4Jg5 Axc4 
10 -'txb7 .!£lbd7 II  i!rxd6. I I  
�xa8 i!rxa8 1 2  O-o d5 1eads into a 
sharp position in which Black's 
chances are not worse. Strong 
bishops and central pawns make 
good compensation for the 
material. II • • •  h6 (50) . 

50 

�V 

This strong move forces White to 
unpleasant solutions. 12 .!£lge4 
.!£lxe4 13 Axe4 .§.e8 14 0-0. 14  
Jtxa8 loses to 1 4  . . .  Jtxc3+ .  14 
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• • •  Axe3 15 11xa8 11e5 16 �dl 
i!rxa8 17 �xd7 Ad4. The threat 
is 1 8  . . .  Ae6 and 1 9  . . .  lth3, 
mating. 18 e3 Axfl 19 \t>xfl 
J;tf6. White is a pawn up, but 
behind in development and with his 
king in a dangerous situation. The 

game has already been decided. 20 
�a4 �hl + 21 �e2 .§ e5 22 �dl 
�xh2 23 ltd2 .§f5 24 �gl �h3 
25 .§ cl �g4+ 26 �el i!rf3 27 
.§c4 llxb2 28 g4 .§e5 29 �h2 
�d5 30 .§c3 .§e8 31 �xh6 .§d8 
32 .§e2 J;tc3 0-1. 

5 Nirnzowitsch /Larsen Attack 

Once Nimzowitsch played I b3 and during the last decade Larsen, 
Ljubojevic, Andersson and even Fischer have played it from time to time. 

White fianchettoes his QB before he moves his central pawns. He allows 
his opponent to create the central pawn formation of his choice and then 
tries to undermine it. To understand how dangerous this seemingly 
unpretentious method can be we shall have a look at an old game, played 
in Baden-Baden 1 925 between Nimzowitsch and Roselli del Turco: I b3 
d5 2 �f.3 c5 3 e3 �c6 4 Ab2 .llg4 5 h3 J;txf.3 6 �xf.3 e5 7 ltb5 �d6 8 e4 
d4 9 �a3 ffi 10  �c4 �d7 I I  �h5+ g6 1 2  �f.3 �c7 1 3  �g4 \t>f7 1 4 f4 h5 
1 5  �f.3 ef 16  ltxc6 bc 1 7 0-0 g5 1 8  c3 .§d8 1 9  .§ael �e7 20 e5 �f5 2 1  cd 
�xd4 22 �e4 11e7 23 h4 �d7 24 ef llxffi 25 hg 1 -0. After a couple of 
weak moves the fianchettoed bishop becomes a devastating weapon. 

The best reply to I b3 is i . . .  e5, closing the diagonal at once. We 
recommend it and we shall learn it on the basis of a number of good 
games. 

Larsen-Spassky 
USSR-World 1 970 
I b3 e5 2 Ab2 �c6. This is a very 
good method to tame White's 
dragon. 3 c4. We shall see 3 e3 in 
another game. The text prevents 
Black building up a full pawn 
centre. 3 • • •  � 4 �£J. Not 
accurate. 4 e3 is better. 4 • • •  e4 5 
�4 Ac5 6 �xc6. Even now e3 is 
better. 6 • • •  de 7 e3 ltf5. White 
has weakened d3 and already has 
the worse of it. 8 11e2 �e7 9 i!re2. 
Damjanovic-Marovic, 1 974, con-

tinued 9 a3 a5 1 0  Ac3 h5 I I  �c2 
but after I I  . . .  .§h6 White was 
strategically lost. 9 • • •  0-0-0 10 t4. 
1 0  h3 and �c3 is preferable. The 
text weakens the position. 10 • • •  

�g4 II g3 h5 12 h3 (51) .  Giving 
Spassky a chance to win brilliantly. 
12 • • •  h4. Since White is playing 
without his whole queen's wing, 
you can always decide upon such a 
sacrifice confidently: it simply must 
work. 13 hg hg 14 .§gl.  And 
another amusing variation: 1 4  
.§ xh8 .§ xh8 1 5  Afl �h4 1 6 l1.g2 
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51 

B 

�hl +  1 7  Axhl § xh l +  1 8 <;1te2 
Axg4 mate. 14 • • •  §hl. White is 
helpless. In such positions every­
thing works. 15 § xhl g2 16 §fl. 
Or 16 ;Bg 1 �h4+ followed by . . .  
i!rf2 etc. 16 • • •  i!rh4+ 17 <;Itdl 
gf�+ 0-1. 

Cvetkovic-Marovic 
Yugoslav Championship 1 972 
1 .b3 e5 2 Ab2 .l£)c6 3 d .l£)ffi 4 e3 
d5. There are no good reasons for 
passive play. 5 cd .l£)xd5 6 a3. On 6 
Ab5 Black answers 6 . . .  .l£)db4 
and 7 Axe5 loses to 7 . . .  i!rd5 8 
Axc6+ i!rxc6. This explains the 
text. 6 • • •  Ad6 7 i!rc2 0-0 8 .1£)£3 
i!re7 9 d3 15. Black has taken the 
initiative at an early stage. His 
pieces are actively posted and he is 
more powerful in the centre. 10 
Ae2 <;Ith8. This may be useful, as 
we shall see later on. 11 .l£)bd2 Ad7 
12 0-0 ;Bael 13 i!rc4. This is not 
good, but White did not see the 
quiet reply. 13 • • •  a6. A useful 
move in itself and especially when it 
maintains the black knight in the 
centre. 14 ;Bfdl (52) . This leads to 

a very difficult position. No wonder 
that White commits an error in a 
cramped position without plan. 

52 
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14 • • .  e4 15 de .£lxe3. Without 
this . . .  e4 would not work. 1 5  . . . 
.£lb6 is refuted by 1 6  i!\'c3 .  16 fe fe 
17 .l£)xe4. Forced. If White 
withdraws his knight, 1 7  . .  , 
Axh2+ wins quickly. 17 • • •  

i!\'xe4 18 i!\'xe4 ;B xe4 19 <;Itf2. 
After the game the players did not 
find anything really better, but 
perhaps <;Itf2 makes it a little easier 
for Black. 19 • • •  h6 20 Ad3 ;Be7 
21 ;Bad Axh2 22 g3 Ag4 23 
Ae2 Ax£3 24 Ax£3 ;Bef7 25 
<;Itg2 ;B x£3 26 ;Bc2 Axg3 27 
;Bd7 Ae5 28 Axe5 .l£)xe5 29 
;Bdxc7 .l£)g4 0-1. 

Ljubojevic-Portisch 
Teesside 1 972 
1 b3 e5 2 Ab2 .l£)c6 3 e3. Probably 
the best here. It is true that White 
allows . . .  d5, but he can exert 
pressure on Black's pawn centre. 3 
• • •  dS. If Black wants to avoid the 
pressure on his pawn centre, he will 
choose 3 . . .  d6. Ljubojevic-

Gheorghiu, Balkaniad 1 973, went 4 
.l£)f3 e4 5 .l£)d4 .l£)xd4 6 A xd4 .1£)f6 
7 c4 Ae7 8 .l£)c3 0--0 9 i!rc2 A5 1 0  
;Bd I , and after the quiet 1 0  . . .  ;B e8 
White had no advantage: I I  f3 is 
met by I I  . . .  Ag6 1 2  Axf6 Axf6 
1 3  .l£)xe4 Ah4+ 14  g3 5, while 1 1  
d3, as played in our game, led to 
level play after further I I  . . . Am 
1 2  de .l£)xe4 1 3  Ad3 .l£)xc3 1 4  
Axc3 AXd3. 4 Ab5 Ad6 S f4. 5 
.l£)f3 looks more natural. The idea is 
to meet 5 . . .  i!re7 by 6 c4 
threatening c5 but Black can 
choose 5 . . .  £6. On 5 c4 the simple 5 
. . .  .l£)f6 is good. 5 • • •  i!rh4+ 6 g3 
�e7 7 .1£)£3 Ag4. Naturally, 7 . . .  
f6 is not on because of 8 fe fe 9 
.£lxe5 followed by �h5+ . 8 fe 
AxeS 9 Axe5 Ax£3 10 �x£3 
�xe5 11 .l£)c3 .l£)ffi 12 Axc6+ bc 
13. 0-0 0-0 14 i!rf5 i!rd6. This 
would follow on 1 4  �f4, too. 15 
;Bf4. White doubles rooks on the 
open file, thinking at the same time 
of the mobility of his ;Bf4 on the 
fourth rank. The queens exchan­
ged, it would be a serious threat to 
Black's weakened queen's wing. 15 
• • •  ;Bael 16 ;Ba4. On 16 ;Ban 
Black thought of 1 6  . . .  .l£)e4 or 1 6  
. . .  c5. 16 . . .  c5 (53) . 

Well done: Black leaves his pawn 
en prise aiming at a break in the 
centre and the initiative. 17 ;Bfl. 
Some commentators proposed 
�d3 as better. 17 • • .  d4. A logical 
reaction. Sacrificing a pawn, Black 
penetrates to the 7th rank and takes 
the initiative. 18 ed cd 19 .l£)b5 

53 
H' 
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i!\'b6 20 .l£) xd4 c5 21 .1£)£3 d+ 22 
<;Ithl cb 23 abo Portisch intended to 
answer 23 cb by 23 . . .  ;Be7, since 
23 . . .  ;Be2 is met by 24 i!\'a5. With 
the rooks doubled he would have 
the initiative against the weakened 
White king position. 23 • • •  ;Be2. 
This rook secures level plat-. On 24 
i!\'a5 Black would, naturally, avoid 
the exchange of queens by 24 . . .  
i!\'e6. 24 i!\'d3 ;Bfel 25 ;Bd4 h5 26 
<;Itgl a5 27 ;Bf2 ;B2e7 28 .l£)g5. 
White has got rid of the annoyance 
on the second rank, but now he 
overrates his position. 28 ;Bn was 
better. 28 • • •  ;Bel+ 29 <;Itg2. If29 
;B n ,  Black has a good reply in 29 
. . .  ;B l e5, but White should be 
satisfied with the repetition of 
moves. 29 • • •  �c6+ 30 <;Ith3 
;B le5 31 ;Bd i!\'b7 32 <;Ith4 i!\'e7. 
White's king is courageous, but the 
threats, like . . .  ;B xg5, are serious. 
33 ;Bf5 ;Be2 34 h3 g6 35 ;B xffi. 
Otherwise . . .  .l£)h7 with perilous 
consequences. 35 • • •  �xffi 36 ;Bf4 
i!rd8 37 i!\'xd8. If 37  �c4, 37 . . .  
;Bce7 wins. 37 • • •  ;B xd8 38 .l£)xf7 
;Bdxd2 39 \ftg5 <;Itg7 40 <;Ith4. 
The ill considered king mow costs 
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a tempo in a critical position. 40 • • •  

§d5 41 e4. 41 4JgS fails to 41  . . .  
§ xgS. 41 • • •  §e5 42 §fl. Or 42 
§ f3  § e4+ 43 g4 hg 44 hg §fS etc. 
42 • • •  a4 43 ba § xc4+ 44 g4 kg 
45 4Jd6 §d4 46 4Jb5 §b4 47 kg 

§g2 48<tf;h3 §gxg4 49 aS §h4+ 
5O <tf;g3 §hg4+ 51 <tf;£J §f4+ 52 
<tf;g3 § xfl 53 <tf; xh4 §f4+ 54 
<tf;g3 §a4 55 4Jd6 § xaS 56 4Je4 
§a3+ 57 <tf;g4 §a4 58 <tf;g5 
§as+ 59 <tf;g4 �h6 0-1. 6 Bird's Opening 

This is named after the English master Henry Bird ( 1 830-1908) . It  is a 
rather rare guest in tournament practice and it is used mostly from 
psychological reasons as a surprise. 1 f4 is not a bad move and it may be 
dangerous. Some recommend the gambit line I . . . eS as the best reply, but 
we prefer the natural move 1 . . .  dS, which after 2 4Jf3 4Jffi 3 e3 e6 (or . . .  g6 
and . . .  .£tg4) leads to the basic position. We shall analyse it on the basis of a 
grandmaster game. 

Larsen-Najdorf 
Lugano Olympiad 1 968 
1 f4 d5 2 4Jf3 4Jilj 3 e3 e6. Quite a 
good alternative is the fianchetto of 
the king's bishop, but we must try to 
play chess as simply as possible and 
there is nothing simpler than the 
text. We can mention 3 . ; . g6 4 b3 
-'lg7 5 .Q.b2 0-0 or 3 . . .  -'lg4 4 h3 
.Q.xf3 5 ilrxf3 4Jbd7 6 4Jc3 c6. 4 
b3 c5 5 .Q.b2 .Q.e7. As a matter of 
fact this position was reached in a 
different order of moves. We 
changed it in order to be able to 
insert the above alternative. 6 
.Q.h5+ .Q.d7 7 a4 0-0 8 0-0  4Jc6 9 
ilre2 a6 10 .Q.xc6 .Q.xc6 1 1  4Je5 
f!c8. White has centralized his 
knight and exerts pressure along the 
long black diagonal, but Black can 
exchange the knight and the play is 
level. 12 a5 4Jd7 13 4Jxc6 § Xc6 

54 
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14 d3 c4 15 be de 16 d4 4Jf1j (54) 
Since his twelfth White has been 
playing planlessly and now he is 
facing the consequences. If he was 
counting on 1 7  e4, he sees now that 
1 7  . . .  c3 refutes it. Najdorf was 
very satisfied with his position. He 
was walking around asking 
everybody what was his position 
like. They said it was an excellent 
position and he said: 'I do not 
know, I hear that I f4 always wins.' 
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17 e3 b5 18 ab -gyxb6 19 Aa3. As 
a matter of fact this is weak. 19 • • •  

.i1,xa3 20 .§. xa3 .£ld5. Again e4 is 
inhibited by . . .  .£lxf4. 21 .§.el 
-gyb7 22 -gye2 .§.b6. The .£ld5 
dominates the position, forcing 
White to lose tempi and helping to 
take the open file in the meantime. 
23 .£ld2 .§. b2 24 �el .§. b8 25 .§.a5 
f5. Black has definitely secured the 
centralized position of his knight, 
reckoning with the tactical 
possibility-25 .£lxc4 .§. xg2+ . 26 

h3h6 27 \t>hI .£lf628 .§.e5 .§.a2 29 
.§.gl. 29 .§. xe6 would only offer 
Black the opportunity to double 
rooks on the seventh rank by 29 . . .  
-gyf7. 29 • • •  iI«7 30 e4. Or 30 .£l x c4 
.£le4. 30 • • •  .§.bb2 31 .£lxc4 .§.e2 
32 �e3 .£lxe4 33 d5 ed 34 .£lb6 
.§. xc3 35 �d4. It's time for the 
settling of accounts. After the 
following move White cannot parry 
the threats. 35 • • •  �h5 36 � xd5+ 
\t>h7 37 ,§,xa2 .§. xh3+ 38 gh 
'§' xh3+ 39 '§'h2 .£lf2 mate. 

7 Miscellaneous With 1 .:£)f3 

We cannot consider all the possible continuations, nor is it necessary. We 
shall add here several remarks. 

We have not spoken about 1 .£lf3 and the reason is simple. If you reply I 
. . . c5 or 1 . , .  .£lffi White must transpose into one of the analysed 
positions. We shall note here some which we have not covered. 

I n  case of 1 .£lf3 c5 2 b3 we recommend 2 . " .£lc6 3 .Q.b2 d6 
Keene-Timman, Reykjavik 1 972, went 4 c4 e5 5 .£lc3 g6 6 g3 Jig7 7 d3 
.£lge7 8 Ag2 0-0 9 0-0 h6 . . . f5 will give Black good game. 

After I .£lf3 .£lffi White can choose a rather rare variation-b4. The 
following game shows how to treat such a position. . 

Smyslov-Uhlmann 
Moscow 1 967 
I .£lf3 .£lf6 2 b4 g6 3 j'.tb2 �7 4 
c4 0-0. The idea of b4 is quite 
evident. White fianchettoes his QB 
at the same time taking space and 
depriving his opponent of some 
natural continuations. But b4 also 
represents a weakening. 5 e3. 
Sometimes White combines b4 
with a KB fianchetto, which 
perhaps corresponds better to our 
position. But the double fianchetto 
requires a lot of time and that must 
show. Black comes in time with 
counterplay, e.g.: 5 g3 c6 6 1.tg2 as 
7 ba '§'xa5 8 0-0 d6 9 d3 �h5 1 0  
4Jbd2 Ah3 with level play. 5 • • •  

c6 6 Ae2 d5 7 0-0 Ag4. Black has 

formed a pawn wedge on the white 
squares in the centre and he is ready 
to give up his QB for the .£lf3 if 
forced by h3. In that case his pawn 
formation will limit the activity of 
the Af3. 8 .£la3. This is too 
unnatural to be good. 8 • • •  4Jbd79 
b5. The logical continuation of the 
previous move, but Black refutes 
the conception by simple logic. 9 
• • •  eb 10 4Jxb5 de I I  -'l.xc4 a6. 
Chasing White's pieces, Black takes 
the initiative. 12 .£lbd4 e5 13 .£le2 
e4 14 4Jfd4 .§.e8 15 llb3 .l£)e5 16 
Aa3 .£lfd7 17  .§. cl �a5. I t  is very 
easy to play the position for Black. 
The moves come very naturally. 18 
-'l.xd .£lxd � h3 llx� m 
.£lxe2 .§.cd8. Some pressure on the 



68 Miscellaneous With 1 .t;y3 

backward d-pawn can be of use. 21 
�g3 ile5. (55) 

55 

W 

�o chance should be given. 2 1  
. . .  §fe8 kept all the advantage. 22 
§ xc5 i!rxc5 23 �xe4 i!re7 24 
i!rf3 <it>h8 25 d4. The sacrifice has 
obtained a free game as 
compensation for the material. 25 
• • • ild6 26 �f6 .Q.b8 27 g3 §d6 
28 �e4 § b6 29 h4 f5 30 �d2 
§d6 31 �c4 §dd8 32 �a5 §d7 
33 §dl i!rM 34 �c4 .Q.c7 35 
�b2 i!re7 36 �a4 b6 37 §cl f4. 
This is bad. 38 ef � 39 '£)c3. 

Why not d5.? 39 • • •  i!rxd4 40 
�d5 .Q.d841 h5 gh 42 i!rxh5 !J.e7 
43 i!rf3 !J.c5 44 §dl i!rb2. Black's 
king is apparently in danger, but 
without White's black-squared 
bishop there is no attack. The real 
threat is Black's majority on the Q­
side. 45 § el a5 46 § e2 i!rd4 47 a4 
§d6. Transferring his rook to the 
h-file, Black will create direct 
threats. 48 <it>g2 §h6 49 i!rc3 
i!rxc3 50 �xc3 §d6 51 �e4 
§d7. Incomprehensible. 5 1  . , . 
§ e8 is logical. 52 �g5 AM. Bad 
again. The move has no sense 
whatever. 53 §e6 .!J.e7 54 �e4 
ilc5 55 §c6 §e7 56 ile6. Taking 
advantage of Black's mistakes, now 
it is White who dominates the 
struggle. The centralization of 
pieces and the advance of the f­
pawn will decide quickly. 56 • • •  

!J.d4 57 f5 <it>g7 58 g4 §b7 59 f4 
§d8 60 g5 Ac5 61 � !J.f8 62 
!J.c8 §a7 63 f6+ <it>h8 64 f5 §a8 
65 Ae6 §d3+ 66 <it>f4 1-0. 

8 English Opening and King's Indian 

I c4 is a way to avoid many a standard structure of different closed games. 
The best black r�ply is I . .  , c5 , accepting the symmetrical pawn 
formation, which simplifies the problems and makes it a difficult job to 
gain any advantage for White. N ameiy, White does not achieve superiority 
in the centre as after I d4 or I e4. White therefore usually resorts to the KB 
fianchetto, but Black may choose the same weapon. The play is quiet, 
characterized by positional manoeuvre. 

The positions the English Opcning consists of differ in their pawn 
formations and methods of play. We have to pay attention to the order of 
moves fi'om the very beginning, because it is easy to lose one's way and find 
oneself in a totally different type of position . 

We shall analyse a series of positions we recommend to the leader of the 
black pieces. After I c4 c5: 
A 2 �c3 g6 3 g3 Ag7 4 Jlg2 �c6-p. 69 
B 2 �c3 g6 3 �f3 Jlg7 4 d4-p. 74 
C 2 �f3 �ffi 3 g3 g6 4 Jlg2 Ag7 5 0-0 0-0 6 �c3 �c6-p. 75 
D 2 �f3 �ffi 3 �c3 d5 4 cd �xd5-p. 78 

A 
1 c4 c5 2 �c3 g6 3 g3 Ag7 4 !J.g2 
.£)c6. 
This standard position of the 
English Opening is characterized 
by the symmetry, division of power 
in the centre and richness of 
positiunal plans. 

5 a3 is an introduction to the 
advance of the Q-side pawns and 
Will be analysed in Rail'evic ­
Tarjan. 

5 �f3 can transpose after 5 . . . 
�ffi into a King's Indian, but Black 
should prefer the strong 5 . . .  e6 as 
played in Petrosian-Fischer. 

5 b3 is analysed in Smyslov­
Fischer. 

First Wl' shall take a glance at 
some other possibilities. 

5 d3 is a pretty flexible move 
leaving doors to different con­
tinuations open, but at the same 
time it is somewhat passive. After 5 



70 English Opening and King's Indian 

. . .  .§. b8 6 j},d2 a6 7 .§. b I {)ffi 8 a3 
bS 9 cb ab 1 0 b4 cb I I  ab 0-0 White 
has no advantage. 

5 e3 ( 56) 

56 

B 

White prepares for d4 and builds 
the pawn centre. At the same time 
he allows {)ge2, maintaining open 
the long White diagonal. But Black 
can do exactly the same, continuing 
the symmetry. Accordingly: S . . .  
e6 6 {)ge2 {)ge7 7 0-0 0-0 8 d4 cd 
g ed (After 9 {)xd4 d5 l O cd {) xdS 
the play is level. On 1 1  {)xdS there 
is 1 1  . . .  {)xd4. 1 1  .§.e l  is stronger. 
We get one of those positions in 
which Black must be cautious and 
renounce symmetry, for example; 
I I  {)xM 1 2  ed i!rb6. 
Petrosian-Geller, Moscow 1 966, 
continued: 1 3  j},xdS ed 14 {)xdS 
i!rxd4 IS i!rxd4 Axd4 16  {)c7 
.§. b8 1 7  {)bS Ab6 18 Ah6 .§.d8 1 9  
AgS ffi and now 20 At'! .§.a8 2 1  
.§. e 7 A c S  as well as 20 A x ffi 
Axf2+ leads quickly to a draw. )  9 
. . . dS 1 0  cd {)xdS. On 1 1  i!rb3 
Black will continue I I  . . .  {)as J 2 
i!rc2 Ad7 with . . .  .Q.c6 to follow. 
1 3  {)xd5 ed 14 AxdS is met by 1 4  

Jlg4 with the initiative. 
Nothing is gained by I I  {)xdS ed 
1 2  �b3 Jlg4. As we can conclude, 
it is important to be able to meet d4 
by . , .  dS and the symmetrical 
position simplifies into a level game. 

57 

B 

5 e4 
This creates a weakness on d4, 

but we must notice its better side. 
White maintains the possibility of 
the advance on both wings, by way 
of a3 and f4, while he controls the 
weakened square d4 by pieces. A 
knight on e2 is well posted for these 
plans. Black has also a choice. One 
is S . . .  {)ffi - after castling he will 
have at his disposal the manoeuvre 
. . .  {)ffi-eB-c7,  but the plan 
starting with S . . .  e6 looks more 
simple and logical. Black develops 
his KN on e 7, where it is well placed 
against the advance of White's f­
pawn. I t  can easily jump to c6 to 
support the other knight on d4 . 
After 6 {)ge2 {)ge7 7 0-0 0--0 B d3 
d6 9 j},e3 indispensable is 9 . . .  
{)d4 (otherwise d4) . The exchange 
of the black-squared bishops is not 
dangerous for Black as we see in the 

following example: 1 0 �d2 Ad 7 I I  
ll,h6 {)ec6 1 2  .Q.xg7 <it>xg7 1 3  f4 
�aS 14  .§. ae I and now Black can 
shut theways to his king by 1 4  . . .  fS. 
The advance on the other wing does 
not yield any advantage: after 9 a3 
b6 10  .§. b l  Ab7 I I  b4 i!rd7 1 2  bS 
.£Jd4 1 3  {)xd4 cd 14  {)e2 f5 Black's 
pieces are posted actively. 

Raic('vit-Tarjan 
Subotica 1 975 
1 c4 g6 2 {)c3 c5 3 g3 llg7 4 llg2 
{)c6 5 a3 .§. b8. Black can meet the 
Q-side pawn advance by . . .  as or 
maintaining symmetry, as the 
American grandmaster does in this 
game. 6 .§.bl a6 7 b4 cb 8 ab b5 9 
cb ab 10 e4. On 1 0  e3 Black can 
continue the symmetry: 1 0  . . .  e6 
I I  {)ge2 {)ge7 1 2  {)f4 dS 1 3  d4 
{)f5 with equal play. 10 • • •  e5 11 
{)ge2 {)ge7 12 0-0 0-0 13 d3 d6 
14 f4 Ae6. Tarjan was right to say 
that this was the right moment to 
interrupt the symmetry. In 
symmetrical positions it is an 
extremely important thing, because 
you cannot imitate your opponent 
too long without consequences. 
Black prepares for . . .  �d 7 which 
may lead to the exchange of white­
squared bishops. Besides, . . .  �a 7 
can be useful. 15 {)d5 �d7 16 
.£Jxe7+ . 16 j},e3 is better. On 1 6  fe 
de 1 7  {)ffi+ there is 1 7  . . .  Axffi 
18 .§. xffi .§.fd8. 16 • • •  {)xe7 17 
.§.f2. This is undoubtedly bad. 
White intended 1 7  d4, but at the 
last moment he saw 1 7  . . .  �a 7 1 8  
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Ab2 {)c6 1 9  .§. a l  �b6 20 �h l 
{)xd4 2 1  {)xd4 ed 22 f5 Ac4 and 
23 f6 loses to 23 . . .  Axfl . 17 • • • 

d5. The consequence of White's 
hesitating play. Black is first to start 
an action in the centre. 18 j},e3 
.§.fd8 19 �f1. Not a happy place 
for a queen. 19 • • •  de 20 de j},c4 
21 Ac5 {)c6 22 �el �d2. With 
his better posted pieces Black enters 
the endgame. Since White's knight 
is deprived of c3 it is not easy to 
oppose the pressure. 23 f5 �xel+ 
24 .§. xel AfB 25 AxfB. Other­
wise it is Black who takes and his b­
pawn becomes a nuisance 25 • • •  

�xfB 26 .§.bl .§.d3. I t  is 
important to prevent {)c3. 27 .§. b2 
.§. a8 28 .§. f1 .§. e3 29 .§. cl .§. aa3 
30 <it>f2 ( 58) 

58 

B 

Allowing an elegant coup dr 
grace. \\'hite's position could not 
hold out anyway. 30 • • •  {)xb4 31 
.§. x c4 {)d3+ 32 <it> x e3 {) x b2+ 
33 .§.c3 {)dH 34 <it>d2 {)xc3 35 
{)xc3 b4 36 {)e2 .§.a2+ 37 <it>d3 
b3. The clumsy pieces cannot hold 
the pawn and the fight is practically 
over. 38 j},O b2 39 <it>c2 .§. a3 40 
{)gl. Or 40 Ag4 hS, or 40 Jlg2 
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§e3 etc. 40 • • •  §al 41 \t>xb2 
§ xgl 42 fg hg 0-1. 

Petrosian -Fischer 
USSR-World 1 970 
1 c4 g6 2 4:)c3 e5 3 g3 Jtg7 4 Jtg2 
4:)e6 5 4:)0 e6. In the order of 
moves White has chosen, Black 
avoids the standard lines with 4:)£6. 
Keeping open the long dark 
diagonal, Black maintains more 
pressure on the centre while 
achieving a flexible position for his 
pieces. 6 0-0 4:)ge 7 7  d3 0-0 8 .Q.d2 
d5 9 a3. White continues with the 
usual plan. However, it is not 
difficult to notice that Black's 
structure differs from the other 
similar positions of the English 
Opening where White carries out 
the same plan. 9 • • •  b6 10 §bl 
.Q.b7. Liberating c8 for the rook. 11 
h4. I I  cd is perhaps better, although 
Black's position remains more 
attractive. 11 • • •  eb 12 ab de 13 de 
§ e8. We begin to feel c4 as a 
weakness. Petrosian was of the 
opinion that he should have played 
4:)b5 followed by '£)a3, accepting 
the passive position. The following 
move will weaken his c-pawn 
considerably. 14 e5. On 1 4  �b3 
there is 1 4  . . .  4:)d4, as well as after 
�a4. Fischer pointed out 1 4  4:)e4 
4:.)e5! 14 • • •  be 15 be 4:)a5 ( 59) 

An excellent move preparing for 
the blockade of the pawn. 16 4:)a4 
Ac6 17  �e2 .£)b7 18 §fc1 �d7 
1 9  �el �d5 1 9  . . .  .Q.xa4 20 
,§ x b7 ends in a draw. 20 .£)b2 

59 
It" 

.Q.b5 21 �ed3 • .£)bd3 is more tena­
cious. 21 . • .  ,ild4. The end of the 
siege started by the brilliant positional 
manocuvre <£)a5--,ilc6-.£)b7. 1bepawn 
falls. 22 i!rb3 � xe5 23 4Jxe5 
§ xeS 24 § Xe5 .Q.xe5 25 �d3. 
On 25 itxd5 there is 25 . . .  � xd5. 
25 • • •  .Q.xd3 26 �xd3 §d8 27 
.Q.O �e7 28 Ag5 !J..e7 29 Axe7. 
This exchange makes Black's task 
easier. 29 • • •  �xe7 30 �d4. 30 
§a l  is better. On 30 .il.xd5 § xd5 
the endgame is won for Black, 
although it requires a real 
grandmaster. Alekhine won a 
similar endgame against Capab­
lanca in one of the match games. 30 
• • •  e5. The win based on the a­
pawn is not so simple and Black 
tries to create chances on the other 
side, too. 31 �c4 �b6 32 �e2 
§e8 33 �d3 §c4 34 .Q.g2 �c7. 
34 . . .  �c5 was even more active, 
according to Fischer. 35 �a3 § e3 
36 �a5 §e5 37 �a3. Maybe 37 
�a6 was better, but it cannot block 
the pawn forever. 37 • • •  a5 38 h4 
4:Jc4 39 �d3 �d6 40 \t>h2. 
Avoiding . . .  §c l + .  40 • • •  
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\t>g7 41 §dl. 4 1  h5 would at least �xc5 e4. 7 • • •  .Q.xb2 8 .£)xb2 
upset Bla"k. 41 • • •  4:)e8 42 �d7. 0-0 9 e3. �f3 was better, trying to 
Into the endgame, because after castle as soon as possible. But White 
. . . �£6 some direct threats appear. is still seeking for advantage. 9 • • •  

42 • . .  �xd7 43 § xd7 �. 43 d5 10 cd. After this exchange we 
. . .  4:)c7 is evidently stronger. 44 start to feel d3  as a weakness. 10 • • •  

§a7 �g4+ 45 �gl §c1+ 46 .£)xd5 11  4:)e2 b6 12 d4 (60) 
An §al 47 d. White is still 
cherishing hopes. He is thinking of 
Ad and the attack on f7. 47 • • •  a4 
48 �g2 §a2 49 § xf7+ . 
Petrosian misses an opportunity 
which would give him more 
chances. 

After 49 �g I there is no 49 . . . 
§ xf2 because of ith3 and Black 
has the only chance to win in a 
difficult variation: 49 . . .  4:)xf2 50 
Ac4 4:)h3+ 5 1  �hl §f2 52 Ae6 
a3 53 Axh3 a2 54 �gl § b2 55 
An g5. 49 • • •  �xf7 5O .Q.c4+ 
�e7 51 .Q.xa2 a3. All is over. 52 
� .£)f6 53 �e3 �d6 54 f4 �d7 
55 .Q.bl {)c5 56 B .£)a6 57 g4 
{)h4 58 fg hg 59 h5 gh 60 gh �e6 
61 '1td2 � 62 �c3 a2 63 .Q.xa2 
{)xa2+ 64 �b2 {)h4 65 �e3 
.£)c6 66 �c4 .£)cf4 0-1. 

Smyslov-Fischer 
Interzonal 1 970 
I c4 g6 2 {)c3 .Q.g7 3 g3 e5 4 ..Q.g2 
{)c6 5 b3. White's intention is to 
oppose Ag7 at once. 5 • • •  e6 6 
Ab2 .£)ge7 7 .£).4. White's idea is 
dubious. You do not lose so many 
tempi to bring your knight to b2. In 
an earlier game .£)f3 and 0--0 were 
played and 8 �a4 was met by 8 . . .  
e5,  a reply made possible by 9 

60 

B 

1 2  0--0 is indispensable. Not 
having finished his development 
Whi te starts an action which, after a 
series of passive moves, must hit him 
as a boomerang. Black's initiative 
grows by each move. 12 • • •  .Q.a6 13 
de �. This pawn sacrifice 
emphasizes the fact that White is 
behind in development and now 
Black seizes theini tia tive. 14 �c4. If  
1 4  .£)d4 Black would reply 1 4  . . .  be. 
14 • • •  .£)c3 15 � xe3 �xe3+ 16 
�. White has lost his rightto castle 
and a miserable pawn upis not much 
of a solace. 16 • • •  §fd8 17 �cl 
.Q.xc4+ 18 be �d3+ 19 �gl 
§ac8 20 eb abo The lead in 
development represents superior 
compensation for the pawn. 21 i!;Yb2 
� 22 h4. Some commentators 
were of the opinion that 22 � x b6 
�xc4 23 �b3 held out, but Black 
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has the stronger 22 . . .  �c3 23 
t1 b l  <£Jxc4 24 �b3 �f6, gaining a 
tempo by the threat of . . .  <£Jd2. 22 
• . •  <£Jxc4 23 � �f5. Simple 
and strong. The exchange of queens 
leads into a won endgame. 24 
�xf5 gf 25 h5. It  brings the rook 
into play, but too late. Black's took 
penetrates White's second rank. 25 
• • •  t1d2 26 t1cl t1c5 27 t1h4 
<£Je5. The a-pawn is lost. 28 t1 xe5 
be 29 t1a4 c4 30h6 �31 t1a8+ 
r:;e7 32 t1c8 t1 xa2 33 An t1c2 
34 �g2 4Jg4 35 �gl t1 xf2 36 
Axc4 t1f337 �g2 t1 xe3 38 t1h8 
4Jxh6 39 t1 xh7 4Jg4 40 Ab5 
t1b3 41 Ac6 t1b2+ 42 �gl .:£le5 
43 Aa8 t1b8 44 Ahl 0-1. 

B 
1 c4 c5 2 .:£lc3 g6 3 4Jf3 .\lg7 4 d4 
(61 )  

61 

B 

This is not a happy moment to 
advance the d-pawn. White intends 
to play e4 and transpose into a 
Maroczy Sicilian where he really 
has the better of it. Black must react 
immediately and thwart the plan. 4 
• • •  cd 5 4Jxd4 4Jc6. Another 

occasion to convince us how 
important the order of moves in the 
English Opening is. White cannot 
maintain his knight in the centre as 
he can when e4 has been played 
and he has at his disposal Ae3, 
while 4Jxc6 means that he loses 
two tempi to exchange the knight. 
On 6 e3 theory proposes 6 . . .  .:£lh6 
with the idea . . .  -4Jxd4 and . . .  
4Jf5. 6 4Jc2 Axc3+ . Taking the 
opportunity to shatter White's 
pawn formation. Black gives up his 
pair of bishops, but his opponent's 
weakened pawn structure allows 
him good play. 7 be 4Jf6 8 f3. 
Depriving Black's knight of e4 and 
preparing for e4 himself. Other 
moves are not so good. 8 ••• �a5 9 
Ad2. On 9 �d2 follows 9 . . .  d6 
with strong counterplay against the 
c4 square. Playing . . .  Ae6, . . .  
.:£le5 and . . .  t1 c8 Black has an 
excellent game in all continuations. 
After 9 Ad2 Black can exert 
pressure on c4 again by 9 . . .  i!ra4, 
but White has more play than in the 
previous ex�mple. So, for example, 
on 10 e4 b6 White has 1 1  �bl  Aa6 
1 2  4Jb4. The Soviet master 
Shatskes proposed I I  . . .  itb7 and 
only in case of 1 2  c5 Aa6, while 1 2  
4Je3 Aa6 followed by . . .  t1 c8 
strengthens the grip. 

Apart from that line Black can 
answer 9 Ad2 with 9 . . .  d5. The 
move looks absurd, because it 
allows White to get rid of his 
doubled pawn, but after 1 0  cd 
�xd5 I I  e4 i!rc5 it becomes 

evident that Black's pieces are 
excellently posted and that White's 
pair of bishops has not much scope 
in this position; all the more so 
because White will have to care 
about his weak c-pawn. Our 
appreciation is: the play is level. 

C 
1 c4 c5 2 4Jf3 4Jf6 3 g3 g6 4 .\lg2 
�7 5 0-0 0-0 6 4Jc3 4Jc6 ( 62) 

62 

W 

We wish to p�int out two things. 
First, when White plays 2 4Jf3 the 
best reply is 2 . . .  4Jf6, because 
after let's say 2 . . .  g6 3 d4 Ag7 4 e4 
cd 5 4Jxd4 4Jc6 6 Ae3 White is 
better: he is stronger in the centre 
and controls more space. Second, 
after 2 . . .  4Jc6 3 4Jc3 again 3 . . .  g6 
is not good. White builds up the 
centre with 4 e3 and 5 d4 when the 
4Jc6 supplies the opportunity to 
continue d5 gaining a tempo. 

The symmetrical position we 
have is not so rich in plans. White 
can avoid further symmetry with 7 
d4 which we analyse in Pachman­
Gligoric. The alternatives are the 
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quiet continuations 7 a3 and 7 d3. 
After 7 a3 Black can maintain 

symmetry with 7 . . .  a6 8 t1bl  
t1b8 9 b4 cb l O ab b5 1 1  cb ab 1 2  
d4 d 5  but then 1 3  Af4 proves 
''''hite has the better of it. Once 
again we can see that symmetry 
must be abandoned at the proper 
moment. In our opinion another 
plan should be chosen: 7 . . .  d6 8 
t1 b I  .:£le8 (stopping b4 by the 
threat . . .  Af5) 9 d3 4Jc7 10  Ad2 
a5. The knight manoeuvre 
prevented b4 and now . . .  a5 
dt'prives White of it altogether. 
Note the excellently posted knight 
on c7. A subsequent . . .  A d  7 
a n d  . . . t1 b8 can prepare for 
. . .  b5. 

In case of 7 d3 Black can 
continue the symmetry: 7 . . .  d6 8 
t1 b I t1 b8 9 a3 a6 1 0  b4 cb I I  ab b5 
1 2  cb ab, because he can meet 1 3  d4 
by 1 3  Af5. Stein-Filip, 
Moscow 1 967, continued: 14 t1b3 
4Je4 1 5  4Jxe4 Axe4 1 6  d5 .,klxf3 
with . . .  4Je5 to follow and a 
pleasant game. 

Pachman -Gligoric 
Bled 1 96 1  
1 c4 c5 2 4Jf3 4Jf6 3 g3 g6 4 llg2 
.\lg7 � 0-0 0-0 6  4Jc3 4Jc6 7 d4 
d6. 

The present game had another 
order of moves, but the same 
position was reached. The last 
move transposes into the King's 
Indian and we believe it is Black's 
best choice. 7 . . .  cd is also possible, 
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but causes more troubles to Black. 7 
. . .  d6 forces White to take a 
decision. He has no useful moves to 
maintain the tension in the centre. 

8 h3, for instance, finds Black 
ready for a s impl i fy ing  
manoeuvre--8 . . .  cd 9 .:£lxd4 
.:£l xd4 10 ilfxd4 il,e6. The threat 
is I I  . . .  .:£ld5 and I I  ilfd3 is met by 
I I  . . .  .§c8 1 2  b3 d5. Donner-
Bertok, Bled 1 96 1 ,  went I I  il,xb7 
.:£ld5 12 ilfh4 .:£lxc3 1 3  be .§b8 
and Black had the better of it. 
\Vhite therefore must choose 
between the blockade with d5 and 
the level, symmetrical position after 
de. But although simple, it may 
prove a dangerous line and we have 
to know it. 

8 dc dc leads to a position in 
which Black cannot and should not 
maintain the symmetry. On 9 Af4, 
9 . . .  Ae6 is not good hecause of 1 0  
.:£le5 and White's pair of bishops 
becomes too active. \Vhen we 
analyse the position thoroughly, we 
come to the conclusion that White's 
bishop is well posted on f4 and that 
the most logical reply is 9 . . .  .:£lh5. 
Portisch-Tal, Bled 1 96 1 ,  went: 10  
.�e3 ilfa5 ( 10 . . .  b6 is quite good 
here; "'hite cannot make use of the 
possible pin on the diagonal. )  I I  
Ad2 ilfb4 1 2  i!r'h3 Ae6 1 3  .:£ld5 
ilfxb3 14 ab .§ad8 15 Ae3 and a 
draw was agreed. 

We warn the reader that after 9 
Ae3 Ae6 10  Axc5 Black must 
leave the symmetry. 10 . . .  Axc4 
I I  .:£ld4 leads him into a lost 

pOSItIon. Indispensable is 10 . . .  
ilfa5 I I  Ae3 (or I I  Aa3 Axc4 1 2  
.:£ld4 .:£lxd4 1 3  ilfxd4 .§ae8) I I  
. . .  llxc4 1 2  .:£ld4 �h5 with 
very active play and tactical 
threats. 

8 d5 .:£la5. The knight is usually 
badly posted at the edge of the 
board, but not here. And we shall 
see why. 9 .:£ld2. White must charge 
his KN with the defence of the e4 
pawn, since 9 ilfd3 meets a good 
reply in 9 . . .  a6 10  h3 .§ b8 
carrying out . . .  b5. In case of 10  
.:£ld2 follows . . . .:£lg4-e5 and . . .  
b5 with the initiative. 9 • • •  e5. 
There are many moves here, but 
this is the only good one. Black 
players usually tried to take an 
action on the Q-side. In the King's 
I ndian it is wrong in principle. 
Such a strategy sooner or later 
proves that the .:£la5 is a piece gone 
astray, while the opening of the b­
line helps White, never Black. To 
play on the K-side is imperative for 
Black and we must not forget it. 
Black will therefore prepare for . . .  
5. 10 e4 .:£le8 1 1  .§el f5 12 a3 b6 
(63) 

63 

W 

I t  was a new idea in those days. 
Black will retreat his knight to b 7 
and White's advance is checked. I I  
.§e l  can't be a good move. 13 b4 
{)b7 14 ef gf 15 .§bl Ad7 16 
�fl. Since his eleventh White has 
been playing without a plan, but 
that is a problem of White's position 
which is not easily solved. Black, on 
the contrary, has a clear road. He is 
on the defensive on the Q-side and 
he seeks for action on the king's 
wing. 16 • . •  .:£lfli 17 ilfe2 4Jg4. 
This provokes a weakening. 18 h3 
{)h6 19 .:£lf3 .:£In. The knight on 
f7 has found its proper place. It  
controls g5, it can reach g6 via h8 
and it can occupy e5 at a propitious 
moment. 20 .:£lb4 i!ff6 21 llg2 
.§fe8. In those days the variation 
was not explored and both players 
wandered. 2 1  .§ac8 was 
logical. 22 b5 .§f8 23 Ad2 .:£lbd8 
24 .§ b3 .:£lh8 25 .:£ldl .:£lg6 26 
{)xg6 hg 27 f4 .:£In. In spite of 
inaccurate play Black has realized 
some strategical aims: he has 
blocked the queen's wing and he 
has improved things on the other 
wing by the knight manoeuvres. 28 
ilfcl .§ae8. Black is looking for a 
chance to open the position and he 
plays a preparatory move. 29 .:£lf2 
ef30 .§ xe8 .§ xe83I gf. Otherwise 
e5 becomes Black's strong point. 
31 • • •  ilfh4 32 .§e3 .§f8 33 .§f3 
ltd4 34 Ae3 i!rf6 35 ilfd2 Axe3 
36 ilfxe3 rt;g7 37 a4 a6. Black 
opens another line at a moment 
when ba, after the exchange of 
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queens and . . .  .§a8, leads into a 
lost endgame. 38 �h2. Gligoric 
proposed 38 h4 as better. 38 • • •  ab 
39 ab .§ a8 40 Afl .§ al 41 �g2 
ilfxe3 42 .§ xe3 g5. A passed pawn 
appears on the f-file. White could 
have avoided it. 43 Ae2 gf. The 
threat was Ah5, so Black opens the 
road to his king. 44 .:£ld3 � 45 
h4. Taking on f4 would be bad 
because of 45 . . .  )fte5. 45 • • •  f3+ 
46 �xf3 .:£le5+ 47 �g3 .:£lxd3 48 
.§ xd3 .§gl+ 49 �f4 .§hl 50 
rt;g3 f4+ . Black would have his 
share of troubles after 49 . . .  rt;e5 
50 .§e3+ followed by .§e7.  51 
rt; xf4 .§ xh4+ 52 �g3 .§ e4 53 
�f2 rt;e5 54 .§g3 Af5 55 Ad3 
.§f4+ 56 �e3 .§d4 57 Ae2 
.§e4+ 58 �f2 �d4 59 .§a3. 59 
.§d3+ loses to 59 . . .  )ftxc4 60 
.§f3+ .§ xe2+ etc. 59 . • .  .§h4. On 
59 . . .  .§ xe2+ there is 60 <;ftxe2 
�xc4 6 1  .§a8. 60 Afl. 60 ga6 
.§h2+ 6 1  <;fte l Ae4 and .§ xb6 
does not work. 60 • • •  .§h6 61 
�g3. 61 .§a6 Ioses to 61 . . .  Ad3. 
61 • • •  Ae4 62 �f2 .§f6+ 63 )ftgl 
.§f8 64 .§h3 .§fli 65 .§a3 .§h6 66 
� .§h2+ 67 �g3 .§hl. Both 
players commit serious errors in 
time-trouble. Black could punish 
the wrong move of the white king 
and win after 67 . . .  .§d2 and . . .  
Ad3. 68 � .§h6 69 �gl Ae2 
70 �f2 .§h8 71 �gl .§d8 72 �f2 
.§f8+ 73 �gl .§n 74 §.h3 Ae4 
75 .§a3 .§f8 76 .§h3 .§f3 77 .§h6 
Ad3 78 Axd3 .§ Xd3 79 .§ xd6 
�xe4 80  .§ xb6 .§ xd5 81 �. 8 1  
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.§. b8 loses quickly: 8 1  . . .  �d3 82 
b6 c4 83 b7 .§.d7. 81 . . .  �d3 82 
.§. c6. An error. Correct was 82 
�e l e4 83 �d l �c3+ 84 �cl  
.§.hS 8S .§.d6 and .§.h6 or 84 . . .  
�b3 8S .§.c6 c3 86 b6 .§.hS 87 �d l  
etc. 82 • • •  c4 83 b6 c3. � ow the king 
is slow-84 �el .§.bS. 84 b7 .§.b5 
0-1. 

D 
1 c4 c5 2 {)f3 {)ffi 3 {)c3 d5 4 cd 
{)xd5. 

Having decided upon . . .  dS 
Black has chosen an active line of 
play. His knight on dS is well 
placed, while White's taking on dS 
does not do any harm. So White 
must find other means to chase the 
knight from the centre. He can 
choose the old sharp line 5 e4 or the 
KB-fianchetto. To an inexperi­
enced player the quiet 5 e3 can also 
be dangerous. Accurate play, 
however, gives Black a good game. 

64 
B 

5 e4 ( 64) 
Nimzowitsch explored this 

continuation. At first glance it is a 

bad move, creating weaknesses in 
White's camp, but if you invest 
some work in it you will notice its 
good sides. 5 . . .  {)b4 6 11.c4. Now 
the idea is evident. 6 . . .  {)d3+ 7 
�e2 4Jxc l +  8 .§. xc l  gives White 
a significant lead in development. 
After 7 . . . 4Jf4+ 8 �fl 4Je6 9 
{)e5 Black is faced with unpleasant 
problems due to his being behind 
in development. The proper solution 
must be to think of development 
and, following the logic of the 
situation, Black started to play 6 . . .  
11. e6 of his own free will. Black 
allows the shattering of his pawn 
formation, but he gets rid of the 
strong white bishop, which weakens 
White along the d-:file. After 7 
,ilxe6 Black has the chance to 
hinder White castling with 7 . . .  
4Jd3+ . After the further 8 �fl fe, 
we become aware how much Black 
gets for his doubled pawns. The 
position has changed completely 
and it is White who has to think of 
finishing his development. White 
cannot take action with his queen 
and knight because he will fall 
under attack, e.g. 9 4Jg5 1'rd 7 10  
1'rg4 e5  I I  4Je6 {)f4 12  4Jxg7+ 
Axg7 1 3  1'rxg7 .§.f8 and the open 
f-file is the road of Black's initiative. 
Naturally, after I I  1'rxd7+ �xd7 
the doubled pawns are not weak. 
Black will covet dS by . . .  e6 and 
finish his development harmoniously. 

5 e3 (65) 
In comparison with the previous 

variation the difference is evident. 
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65 

B 

White does not weaken himself on 
the d-file. He opens the way for his 
KB to finish his development. 5 . . .  
4Jxc3. Many blamed this move, 
because it strengthens White's mass 
of pawns in the centre, but in our 
opinion it is a good move. It is true, 
White does not achieve much after 
S . . .  {)c6 6 ,ilb5 e6 either, but if 
Black wants to fianchetto his KB, 
this is necessary. Namely, 5 . . .  g6 is 
not good because of6 1'ra4+ ,ild 7 7 
�c4 {)b4 8 4Je4. After 6 bc g6 
there is no way to advantage. 
Neither 7 1'ra4+ {)bd7 8 ,ila3 
�c7 nor 8 h4 h6 9 h5 gS yields 
advantage. After 7 d4 .ilg7 8 
1tbS+ ,ild7 9 ,ilxdH 1'r xd7 1 0  
O--{) O--{) 1 1  ,ila3 cd 1 2  cd 4Jc6 
Black threatens . . .  .§.fd8 followed 
by . . .  e5 and better play. So 5 e3 
turns out too tame for an advantage. 

5 g3. The exchange on d5 
opened the long white diagonal and 
White's KB-fianchetto IS un­
doubtedly the most logical choice. 5 
• • •  {)c6 6 .ilg2 {)c7 ( 66) 

This is the basic position of the 
variation. Black is weak along the 

66 
W 

white diagonal, but he intends to 
compensate for it by carrying out 
. . .  e5, which was forbidden for the 
moment due to {)xe5 etc. White 
usually continues with O--{), allows 
. . .  e5 and then tries to undermine 
it by the flanking blow f4. White 
also has at his disposal some other 
lines not less dangerous. 

First, he can prevent e5 by 7 
1'ra4. The best reply is 7 . . .  Ad 7 8  
1're4 g6. Namely, after 8 . . .  e6 9 
O--{) ,ile 7 1 0  d4 White takes the 
initiative. Left without . . .  e5 the 
fianchetto seems to be Black's best 
choice. 9 {)e5 .ilg7 1 0  {)xd7 
1'rxd7 gives White the advantage 
of the pair of bishops, but Black is 
well developed, his pieces are 
actively posted and he has no great 
problems. 

The moves a3 and b3 are also 
energetic continuations which we 
shall analyse on the example of a 
good game. 

Langeweg-Korchnoi 
Amsterdam 1 972 
1 c4 c5 2 {)f3 {)ffi 3 {)c3 d5 4 cd 
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llJ xd5 5 g3 4:Jc6 6 Ag2 llJc7 7 a3. 
An alternative is 7 b3. The idea is to 
create pressure on Black's central 
pawns by §. c l  and llJa4 and start 
an action before Black manages to 
castle. Black's best choice is 7 . . .  e5 
8 Ab2 £0 9 §.c l  .ilg4 10  llJa4 llJe6. 
7 • • •  g6. Black is again deprived of 
. . .  e5 and this is the reason: 7 . . .  
e5 8 b4 cb 9 ab Axb4 1O  llJxe5 0r 8 
. . .  £0 9 bc Axc5 1 0  O-{) O-{) I I  
Ab2 llJe6 12  e3 and the threat of 
d4 is more dangerous than it looks. 
Apart from the text 7 . . .  ("6 is also 
good. 8 d3. Black would meet 8 b4 
by 8 . . .  cb 9 ab Ag7 10 §.b l Af5. 
8 • • •  ltg7 9 0-0 0-0 10 �a4. Since 
he played a3 it seems logical White 
should continue Ad2 and §. b l  
with the intention to carry out b4. 
10 • • •  �4 lI-llJxd4 cd 12 llJe4 
-'ld7 13 "i!rb3 b6 14 llJg5. White's 
knight feels imperilled and loses 
tempi. Ad2 is better 14 • • •  §.c8 15 
-'ld2 h6 16 4Jf3 4Je6 (67) 

67 

It" 

Black is playing for the weakened 
white squares on the Q-wing. 17 a4 

4Jc5 18 �dl �e8 19 b3 White 
probably did not like 19 a5 Jla4, 
but this weakens his position too 
much. 19 • • •  Jle6 20 §.a3 4Ja6. 
With c3 weakened, the knight 
manoeuvre is simple iogic. 21 b4 
�d7 22 §. el lLJc7 23 �al lLJd5 24 
lLJxd4 lLJxb4 25 Axb4 Jlxd4 26 
Ac3. If26 �b I then 26 . . .  a5 and 
. . .  �d6. 26 • • •  Axc3 27 §. xc3 
§. xc3 28 �xc3 �xa4 29 §.al 
�d7 30 §.a6 §.c8 31 "tIra3 §.c2 
0-1. If 32 §. xa 7 then 32 . . .  
�xa7. 

7 O-{) and 7 d3 usually transpose 
one into the other. A couple of 
games will help us to understand 
them. 

Olafsson Bronstein 
1 974 
I c4 c5 2 4Jf3 4Jfli 3 lLJc3 d5 4 cd 
4Jxd5 5 g3 lLJc6 6 Ag2 lLJc7 7 d3 
e5 8 lLJd2 Jld7. This is indis-. 
pensable, because after the careless 
8 . . .  Ae7 White shatters Black's 
Q-side pawn formation and 
subjects it to strong pressure with 9 
Axc6+ bc 10  lLJc4 followed by 
"tIra4. 9 lLJc4. This should be 
prepared. 9 O-{) is certainly better, 
or perhaps the preparatory 9 a4. 
Now Blad can reply . . .  b5, 
because after the exchange on c6, 
the §.hl  i� hanging. The early 
knight manoeuvre ruined the idea. 
9 • . .  b5 10 4Je3 §.c8 11 0-0 lLJd4 
12 Ad2 Ae6 13 a4. White has 

nothing to hope for on the open a­
file and this weakening has no 
justification. 13 • • •  a6 14 ab ab 15 
§.a7 !J.e7 16 4Jc2 0-0. White 
would meet 16 . . .  !J.b3 by 1 7  
4Jxd4 and the queen sacrifice, so 
Black decided to be content with 
the positional advantage. 17 4Jxd4 
eel 18 4Jbl 4Jd5 19 !J.aS "tIre8 20 
4Ja3 §.a8 21 §. xaB "tIrxaB 22 
!J.d2 "i!ra6 23 "tIrc2 §.c8 24 §.c1 
c:4. His superiority in the centre and 
White's pieces strewn about 
without coordination allow Black 
to increase the pressure by simple 
means. 25 dc be 26 4Jbl "tIra2. 26 
. . .  4Jb4 is strong here. 27 -'le4 g6 
28 !J.h6 4Jtli. 28 . . .  !J.£o is 
stronger. 29 4Jd2 "tIraS 30 !J.b7 
§.b8 31 !J.f3 §.b4 32 4Je4 4Jd7. 
Black complicates instead of simply 
taking on e4 with . . .  li£O and a 
won endgame to follow. He is 
lucky, however: White does not 
play lid2. 33 "tIrd2 d3. Black 
continues to complicate. 33 . . .  
�b6 should be played. 34 eel 4Je5 
35 !J.g2 4Jxd3 36 "tIrc3 "tIre5 37 
!Xal §.b8 38 "tIrxe5 4Jxe5 39 
!Xa7. Too much hesitation and 
now the game is equal. 39 • • •  4Jc6 
40 f:!c7 §.c8 41 §. xc8+ !J.xc8 42 
.Q.C4 !J.a6 43 !J.fl 4Jd4 44 4Jd2 c3 
f5 be 4Je2+ 46 !J.xe2 !J.xe2 47 
.Q.e3 fli 48 f3 � 49 � !J.a6 50 
.Q.d4 �e651 4Jfl f5 52 4Je3 h5 53 
R h4 54 4Jg2 hg+ 55 �xg3 !J.cJ6 
56 !J.e3 !J.e7 57 4Jel �d5 58 4Jf3 
�e4 59 !J.d4 !J.e2 60 llJe5 !J.h5 61 
4Jd7 �d5 62 4Jb6+ �e4 63 llJc8 

English Opening and King's Indian 81 

!J.d8 64 4Jd6+ �d5 65 -'le5 !J.e7 
66 4Je8 g5 67 4Jc7+ �e4 68 4Je6 
!J.f7 69 4Jd4 gC+ 70 !J.xC4 !J.fli 71 
4Jb5 �d3 t-t. 

Ree-Polugaevsky 
Amsterdam 1 972 
I c4 c5 2 4Jf3 4Jtli 3 4Jc3 d5 4 cd 
4Jxd5 5 g3 4Jc6 6 !J.g2 4Jc7 7 d3. 
After 7 O-{) the play usually 
transposes into our game but it may 
have independent significance, e.g. 
7 O-{) e5 8 a3 with the intention to 
punish 8 . . . !J.e7 by 9 b4. But 
Black can play stronger--8 . . .  !J.d 7 
9 §. b l  a5. 9 . . .  a5 creates some 
weaknesses which White cannot 
exploit. On 8 b3 the best reply is 
8 . . .  16 9 !J.b2 .Q.g4 10 §. c l  4Je6 
1 1  4Ja4 §.c8 and Black's defence is 
holding. 7 • • •  e5 8 llJd2. On 8 O-{) 
Black can transpose into the main 
line, but can also choose 8 . . .  4Je6 
9 lLJd2 Jtd7 10  lLJc4 £0 with a solid 
position. 8 • • •  !J.d7 9 0-0 !J.e7 10 
4Jc4 fli I I  C4 b5 ( 68) 

68 

W 

12 !J.xc6. Black has engaged in 
sharp play a.nd White is not up to 
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the situation. The white-squared 
bishop is a powerful piece, more 
valuable than the pawn that White 
wins. It is useful to compare our 
position with those in the previous 
variations in which White took on 
c6. There White damaged Black's 
pawn structure, here he does not 
achieve it. At the same time he 
weakens his king's position. Correct 
was 1 2  .£)e3 ef 1 3  gf with some 
advantage. 12 • • •  Axc6 13 {)as 
Ad7 14 fe .£)e6. Black is disdaining 
the pawn with good reason and 
plays for the initiative. 15 .£)b7. Or 
1 5  ef Axffi 1 6  .£)b7 'i!rb6 1 7  .£)e4 
Ae7 and the knight is lost. 15 • • •  

'i!rb616.£)d6+ Axd6 17ed 'i!rxd6 
18 .£)e4 'i!re7 19 a4. No doubt this 
is a mistake. White should have 
continued 1 9  Ae3. 19 • • •  ba 20 b3 
0-0 21 bat'S. Black was quicker with 
his action and he has the better of it. 
He must chase White's knight and 
occupy the long white diagonal with 
his bishop. 22 .£)c3 Ac6 23e3 .§.ad8 
24 'i!re2 'i!rd7. One more weakness 
after e3 and the game is lost soon. 
White cannot defend the pawn. 25 
Ab2 'i!rxd3 26 .§.fdl 'i!rxe2 27 
.£)xe2 .£)g5 28 4Jf4 .§.fe8 29 h3 
� 30 .£)d3 .§.dS 31 h4 .£)1'3+ 32 
� .§.ed8 0:-1. 

And now one more alternative 
for White. 

Uhlmann-Korchnoi 
Skopje Olympiad 1 972 
1 c4 c5 2 .£)1'3 .£)£6 3 .£)c3 dS 4 cd 

.£)xdS 5 'i!ra4+ . This does not 
leave a good impression, as is 
usually the case with early queen 
sallies. 5 • • •  .£)c6 6 .£)e5 'i!rc7. On 
7 .£)xc6 Black would play 7 . . .  
Ad7 with equal play. 7 .£)xdS 
'i!rxe5 8 .£)b6 .§.b89 .£)xc8 .§. xc8 
10 e3 'i!rdS. Attacking the g-pawn, 
Black thwarts the development of 
White's king's wing, but the move 
perhaps is not the best one. 10  . . .  
g6 seems to us the most logical. 1 1  
'i!rg4 e6 12  b3 h5 13  'i!rh3. 1 3  'i!rc4 
was indispensable. On h3 the queen 
is out of play. 13 • • •  .§.d8 14 Ac4 
'i!re5 15 .§. bl 'i!re4 (69) 

69 

W 

With the intention to take on d3 
with his rook. 16 .§.b2 • .§.al is more 
logical, although it is evident that 
Black stands better. 16 • • •  Ae7 17 
d3. On 1 7  'i!rf3, Black would avoid 
the exchange playing 1 7  . . .  'i!rg6. 
17 • • •  'i!rtG 18 Ab5. On 18 0-0 18  
. . . a6 would not be  pleasant. 18 
• • •  0-0 19 Axc6 'i!rxd3 20 .§.d2. 
If 20 Af3 then 20 . . .  c4 2 1  bc 
Ab4+ wins. 20 • • •  'i!rc3 21 �e2. 
2 1  0-0 is more tenacious. 21 • • •  be 
22 .§.hdl .§. xd2+ 23 Axd2 'i!rc2 
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24 'i!rxhS .§.d8. The pawns must aroused some hopes White ruins it 
be taken. Therefore: 24 . . .  'i!rxa2. all. Correct was f3 . 27 • • •  A£6 28 
25 'i!rg4 'i!rxa2 26 'i!ra4 'i!rc2 27 'i!raS .§.dS 29 .§.cl 'i!rd3+ 3O �el 
'i!rxa7. Just at the moment he c4 31 'i!rb4 c5 �I. 



9 French Defence 

One of the two defences we propose against the king's pawn is the French. 

Choosing it we have followed the same principles as in the case of the other 

variations in our repertoire. 
The French is an excellent black weapon. I t is firm and sound and at the 

same time it offers very active play in quite a number of clear plans. 

Besides, to study the positions of the French means more than � �hoice of a 

repertoire. Some of these positions, such as the standard posItton of the 

Tarrasch variation with its isolated pawn in the centre or the blockade 

variation with its chain of pawns in the centre, contain the basic problems 

of pawn structures in the centre and are extremely useful for the 

understanding of the whole of opening theory. 
We shall analyse this defence on the basis of a series of games. 'Some of 

them are model games for Black, some others, played badly and lost, po�nt 

out the problems Black must resolve. In the latter case the comments gIVe 

the right ways to follow. 
After 1 e4 e6 we examine: 

A 2 d3-p. 84 
B 2 d4 d5 3 e5-p. 86 
C 2 d4 d5 3 4Jd2-p. 88 
D 2 d4 d5 3 4Jc3 ..Q.b4 with 4 ed; 4 4Je2; .,ild2; 4 as-po 1 02 
E 2 d4 d5 3 4JcS �b4 4 e5 c5 5 a3 .,ilxc3+ 6 bc 4Je7-p. 1 06 

A 
1 e4 e6 2 113. This move leads into a 
sort of King's Indian with colours 
reversed after 2 . . . d5 3 4Jd2 and 
the further g3, .1lg2, O�, c3 etc. 

On rare occasions White chooses: 
2 b3. d5 3 .1lb2 c5! (in case of 3 . . .  
de White carries out his idea: 4 4Jc3 

4Jf6 5 1Ife2 �e7 6 O�� 4Jbd7 7 
g4! with better play, while 4 . . .  15 is 
met by the strong 5 f3-a pawn 
sacrifice for the initiative) 4 ed ed 5 
d4 4Jf6 6 4Jf.3 4Jc6 7 ..Q.e2 cd 8 
4Jxd4 .,ilb4+ ! 9 c3 �c5 with an 
equal position. 2 �e2 is Chigorin's 
move, directed . against . . .  d5. 

However, Black can transpose into 
a.sort of closed Sicilian where the 
queen on e2 is badly posted: 2 . . .  
c5 3 g3 4Jc6 4 .1lg2 .{)ge 7 5 4Jc3 g6 
6 d3 Ag7 7 f4 (if 7 �e3 then 7 . . .  
d5) 7 . . .  O� 8 4Jf.3 4Jd4 with 
equal play. 2 • • •  c5. The most 
solid. 3 4Jd2. 3 4Jc3 transposes into 
the Closed Sicilian which is not 
dangerous for Black: 3 . . .  4Jc6 4 g3 
g6 5 .1lg2 .11g 7 and now: 
a) 6 ..Q.e3 d6 7 4Jge2 4Jd4 8 �d2 
�e7 9 O� O� I O  f4 15 1 1  f!,ae l  
f!,b8 1 2  4Jdl b5 1 3  c 3  4Jxe2 1 4  
�xe2 b4 and the play is level. 
b) 6 f4 d6 7 4Jf.3 .{)ge7 8 O� O� 9 
�d2 f!,b8 10  f!, b l  b5 1 1  a3 f5! 1 2  
�e3 1Ifc7 1 3  ..Q.f2 )fj>h8 and the 
game is approximately level. 

Smyslov-Botvinnik 
Moscow 1 954 
1 e4 e6 2 113 c5 3 4Jd2 4Jc6 4 g3 g6 
5 �2 �7 6 4Jg£J 4Jge7 7 0-0 
0-0 8  c3 d6 ( 70) . 

70 

W 

Black has built a flexible and firm 
position which leaves him with a 
choice of plans. His usual plan is Q­
side action, but he can wage war in 
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the centre with . . .  d5 and . . .  15. 8 
. . .  d5 would make possible f!,el  
followed by e5  and the pawn wedge 
cramps Black conspicuously. 9 a4-
If Black played . . .  d5, this would 
have been more appropriate. An 
alternative was 4Jb3 with the idea 
d4. 9 • • •  is. Black weakens the 
diagonal a2-g8. White will take 
advantage of it and force the 
opponent to play . . .  d5. Correct 
was . . .  b6 and . . .  l1a6. 10 1Ifb3! 
d5 11 ed ed. In case of 1 1  . , .  
1Ifxd5 1 2  4Jc4 Black cannot take 
the pawn: 1 2  . . .  1Ifxd3 1 3  f!,d I 
i!fe2 14 .(tg5 and the queen is 
trapped. If I I  . . . 4J xd5, again 1 2  
4Jc4. 1 2  f!,el £4. Seeking for his 
chances on the king's wing. 1 2  . . .  
)fj>h8 would be more cautious in 
order to get rid of the pressure on 
the diagonal. 13 4Jfl .Q.g4. 1 3  . . . 
fg 14  hg offers White more space 
and a richer choice, so Black seeks 
for complications. 14 gr. 14 �xf4 
loses to 14  . . .  �xf.3 1 5  .1lxf3 g5, 
while l 4  4Jg5 is met by 14 . . .  h6 1 5  
4Je6 �xe6 16  f!, xe6 11fd7. White 
has nothing better than I 7 ..Q.h3 
which is not satisfactory: 1 7  . . .  f.3 
18 1Ifd I 4Jd8 1 9  i!fe 1 )fj>h8 20 
f!, xe7 1Ifxh3 2 1  4Je3 4Jc6! 22 
f!, xb7 d4 23 cd cd 24 i!ffl 1lfc8 and 
Black is winning. 14 • • •  ..Q.xf3 15 
..Q.xf3 )fj>h8 16 ..Q.d2 Ah6. 
Considering the threat . . .  g5, 
White should have played 16  Ag2 
or 16 4Jg3, but Black does not take 
the opportunity of 1 6  . . .  g5 1 7  
4Je3 gf 18  4J xd5 4Je5 19  �e4 
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.£lxd5 20 ,llxd5 .£lxd3. 17 f!e6 
,llxf4 18 f!ael. White's ,llf3 is not 
defended but he does not pay 
attention to it and Black finally 
makes use of it. 18 • • •  ,llxd2 19 
.£lxd2 .£)f5. �g5+ is 
threatened and in case of 20 .£lfl 
there is 20 . . .  .£lfd4 and White has 
nothing better than the move he 
chooses. 20 Ag2 .£)h4 21 �xclS 
.£lxg2 22 �xg2 �xd3 23 .£le4 
f!fS? A mistake which costs the 
game. Correct was 23 . . .  �d5 
with level play, e.g. : 24 .£ld6 
�xg2+ 25 �xg2 b6 or 24 f!d6 
�e5 25 f!d7 �! 26 f! xb7 .£le5. 
24 .£)d6. Now the pawns are lost. 24 
• • •  f!fl 25 .£lxb7 f!af8 26 .£lxcS 
� 27 f!e8 I�. 

B 
I e4 e6 2 d4 cIS 3 eS. The blockade 
variation prevents Black's normal 
K-side development. It was the 
favourite choice of Nimzowitsch at 
the beginning of the century. Later 
on it lost its popularity when 
Botvinnik and others showed the 
ways Black must follow. 3 ed leads 
into the exchange variation. It 
simplifies the problems and gives an 
easy game to Black: 3 . . .  ed 4 ,lld3 
.£lc6 5 c3 .£le7 followed by . . .  ,llf5, 
. . . �d 7 and the choice of which 
side to castle. 

Stean-Forintos 
Moscow 1975 
I e4 e6 2 d4 dS 3 eS cS. The 
counterblow typical of the French. 

Black strikes at the centre and 
develops the Q-side. 4 c3 �b6. 
Consistent pressure on White's 
centre. 5 .£)f3 ,lld7. The idea is to 
continue with . . .  ,llb5 and 
exchange the bishops. It is a natural 
reaction since the pawn formation 
in the centre blocks the normal 
development of the queen's bishop. 
6 ,lle2. An alternative is 6 ,lld3 
with a pawn sacrifice after 6 . . .  cd 
7 cd .£lc6 8 O-{) .£lxd4 9 .£lxd4 
�xd4. The positions are not clear 
but White's initiative is strong and 
dangerous. Black can avoid it 
playing again . . .  Ab5, all the 
more so because White no longer 
has c4 at his disposal. 6 • • •  AbS 7 
c4 ( 71) . 

71 

B 

After 7 O-{) Axe2 8 i!Yxe2 i!Ya6 
Black has exchanged his weak 
bishop and stands well. 7 • • •  .Q.xc4 
8 Axc4 �b4+ . In case of 8 . . .  dc 
9 d5 is strong. 9 .£lbd2 de 10 a3 
i!YbS 11 0-0. If ! I �e2 then I I  . . .  
cd 12  .£lxc4 �d5, while if he 
decides upon I I  dc White must 
consider I I  . . .  c3.'-1 1 • • •  .£lc6 12 
de. This is forced and Black can 

finish his development. 12 ' "  
AxeS 13 �e2 .£lge7 14 b4? 14 
.£lxc4 dot's not yield more than an 
equal game, while the text move 
favours Black. 14 • • •  .£)d4!. But not 
14 . . .  Ab6 because of l 5 a4 �xb4 
1 6  Aa3 �c3 1 7  .£lxc4 etc. IS 
.£lxd4. After 15 �xc4 .£lxf3+ 16  
gf i!Yxc4 1 7  .£lxc4 Ad4 the pawns 
are weak and 18  .£ld6+ is answered 
by the simple 1 8  . . .  �ffi. IS • • •  

Axd4 16 .£lxc4 0-0 17 !;!a2 .£lfS. 
The threat .£ld6+ saved the pawn, 
but the e5 pawn remains weak. 18 
a4?!. After 1 8  .£ld6 i!Yxe2 1 9  
!;! xe2 .£lxd6 20 ed !;!ad8 2 1  Af4 
!;!fe8 22 !;!d l e5 23 .Q.e3 .Q.xe3 24 
!;! xe3 ffi, the pawn on d6 is lost. 
Correct was 18 Af4. 18 • • •  i!YcIS. 
The threat is 1 9  . . .  .£lM 20 i!Yg4 
i!Yxc4. 19 f!d2. This prepares for 
.£le3 hoping for a draw in a 
simplified position. 1 9  f!c2 is met 
by 19 . . .  f!ac8 20 f!d l  .£lh4 2 1  
�g4 h5! 22 i!Yxh4 Axf2+ 23 
�xf2 i!Yx dI 24 �e4 ffiL 19 • • •  

f!fc8. The most precise. 20 .£le3 
i!YxeS 21 .£lxfS �xe2 22 f! xe2 
ef 23  f!e7 b6 24 .Q.e3 .Q.e3 2S bS. 
The rook ending would be drawn, 
while in case of 25 bl,bl , 25 . . .  
!;!c4 forces b5. 25 • • •  Af6 26 !;!d7 
!;!e4 27 as. A pawn down, White 
has one chance-to liquidate the 
Q-side pawns, but Black's pieces 
are active and he cannot s\lcceed. 
27 • • •  f4 28 .Q.d2 ba 29 .Q.xaS 
f!cS 30 f!bl gS 31 f!e7. 0r 3 I  h3 
a6; or 3 1  Ad2 f!d8! 32 f! xd8+ 
Axd8 followed by . . .  .Q.b6. 31 • • •  
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f! xe7 32 .Q.xe7 f!c8 33 b6. 
Otherwise . . .  Ad4 threatening 
. . .  f!c2. After the text move White 
loses material. 33 • • •  ab 34 Axb6 
f!b8 35 f!b4 Ac3 36 f!b5 .Q.d4 
37 f! xg5+ � 38 � f! xb6 
6-1. 

Bondarevsky-Botvinnik 
Leningrad 194 1  
1 e4 e6 2 d4 cIS 3 eS eS 4 .£lfl. It  
was Nimzowitsch's idea not to lose 
time on c3, hurrying up with 
development instead. The 
sacrificed pawn he can take later, 
centralizing a piece on d4. But 
there is a drawback to this 
reasoning: the pawn on e5 becomes 
shaky without its natural support 
from the d4 pawn. 4 • • •  .£le6 S 
Ad3. 5 dc would be more 
consequent but it helps Black's 
development. 5 • • •  cd 6 0-0 .Q.eS. 
Botvinnik's move, logical and 
strong. Black develops a piece and 
defends the pawn. 7 a3. Preparing 
for b2-b4--b5. The plan would 
make it difficult to keep the d4 
pawn, but it would give Black good 
counterplay on the c-file. Since 
White gives up the idea, .£lbd2 was 
better. 7 • • •  .£lge7 8 .£lbd2. An 
error. 8 Af4 was indispensable, 
trying to strengthen the pawn on 
e5. The consequences of this 
mistake will be felt soon. 8 • • •  .£lg6 
9 .£lb3 .Q.b6 10 f!el ltd7 11 g3. 
I I  .Q.xg6 hg 1 2  .£lxd4 is not good 
because of 1 2  . . .  .£lxd4 1 3  .£l xd4 
i!Yh4. Now another unfavourable 
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detail appears-White's €lf3 is not 
defended and Black reacts 
immediately. I I  • • •  f6!. White 
faces an unpleasant choice: to allow 
pressure along the f-file after 1 2  ef 
1'Yxf6 or to enter the line in the 
game. 12 .Q.xg6+ hg 13 1'Yd3. On 
1 3  €lbxd4 Botvinnik gives two 
good answers: 1 3  . . .  11,xd4 14  
€lxd4 €lxe5 1 5  f4 €lc6 1 6  €lxe6 
11,xe6 1 7  � xe6+ �; or 1 3  . . .  
€lxd4 14  �xd4 fe 1 5  � xe5 1'Yffi 
1 6  f4 g5 1 7  c3  O-{)-{) 1 8  � xg5 
�h3. 13 • • •  <:I;f7 14 h4 1'Yg8!! 
( 72) . 

72 

IF 

A very subtle move directed 
against White's centre, although we 
do not see it immediately. 15 jld2. 
The prepared 1 5 Af4 would be met 
by 15 . . .  1'Yh7 16 �bxd4 �xd4 
1 7  �xd4 g5 and White's position 
breaks down. 15 • • •  1'Yh7 16 11,b4 
g5. After the exchanges White will 
have to give up the centre and 
Black's strategy triumphs. 17 
1'Yxh7 � xh7 18 ef. 18  hg fe 19 
�xe5+ €lxe5 20 � xe5 Ac7 
followed by . . .  e5 is not better for 

White. 18 • • •  gf 19 hg e5. 
His strong pawn centre and the pair 
of bishops now decide. 20 gf<if(xf6 
21 Ad6 �e8 22 €lh4 �g8 23 
<if(h2 11,5 24 �e2 d3 25 �d2. 25 
cd .£lxd3 26 �d2 11,c4 27 � 1 
4Jd4 is no better. 25 • • •  de 26 f4 
Ae3 27 .£lxe5+ �xe5 28 fe+ 
<if(e7 29 �f1. The threat was 29 . . .  
� x h4+ and 30 . . .  11,f4+ . 29 • • •  

cl � 0-1. This is an instructive 
example of how to fight a pawn 
chain in the centre. 

C 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �2. White's 
third move leads into the Tarrasch 
Variation of the French. It is a quiet 
move, but it hides dangers. The 
knight on c3 is more active in the 
centre, but on d2 it is less exposed. 
In reply to 3 . . .  4Jf6 White will 
play 4 e5 �fd7 5 f4, creating a 
powerful pawn centre which limits 
Black's manoeuvering space. White 
will meet . . .  c5 by c3 which is not 
possible when the knight is 
developed on c3 and Black can 
more easily fight the blockade. On 
the other hand, with his knight on 
d2, White's influence in the centre 
is not so effective and Black has at 
his disposal the freeing 3 • • •  

e5. 
Now White can choose between 

4 ed � 5 11,b5+ , the variation we 
analyse in the games Larsen­
Uhlmann and Bronstein-Petros­
ian, and the main line-4 ed ed 5 
4Jgf3 €le6 6 Ab5 Ad6 7 de 

.,Gtxe5 8  0-0 4Je79 4Jb3 Ad6 ( 73) . 

73 

W 

This is the key position to the 
whole variation. White has isolated 
Black's d-pawn and his further 
plans are directed against it. Trying 
to weaken it, he will aim at the 
exchange of pieces to reach the 
ending, when an isolated pawn is at 
its weakest. Black, on the contrary, 
seeks for active piece-play, avoiding 
unnecessary exchanges. White will 
try to block the pawn by controlling 
his strong square in front of it, 
Black, again, to exert pressure on it. 
That basic strategy is analysed in a 
series of good examples. 

Larsen-Uhlmann 
match 197 1  
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  �2 c5 4 ed ed 5  
.Q.b5+ . This line aims at 
simplification and exchange of 
pieces in order to weaken the 
isolated pawn. 5 • • •  Ad7. 5 . . .  
�c6 is also possible. After 6 1'Ye2+ 
11,e7 7 dc �f6 8 �b3 O-{) 9 11,e3 a6 
1 0  Ad3 d4 I I  .1lg5 a5 1 2  a4 Ae6 
Black had a very good game in 
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Hubner-Uhlmann, Palma de 
Mallorca 1970. 6 .Q.xd7+ . 6 
1'Ye2+ is analysed in the next game. 
6 • • •  �xd7 7 €le2. On 7 �gf3, 7 
. . .  1'Ye7+ forces the exchange of 
queens and the ending is equal, 
while 7 1'Yf3 is not dangerous either: 
7 . . .  �gffi 8 €le2 Ad6 9 dc �xc5 
10  4Jb3 4Je6 I I  11,e3 11,e5 1 2  c3 
1'Yc7 and the full control of the 
black squares in the centre offers 
Black a level game. The text move 
will make possible 11,f4. 7 • • •  11,d6 
8 0-0  €le7. The alternative is 8 . . .  
�gffi 9 �f3 O-{) 10  dc �xc5 I I  
11,e3 � e8. The active pieces 
compensate for the weakened d­
pawn. 9 .!£}f3 d. Uhlmann avoids 
an isolated pawn on d5. 10 .11,f4 
i!te7 1 1  1'Yd2 0-0 12 �fel �fe8. 
This forces the exchange on d6. 1 2  
. . .  �g6 would be weaker because 
of 1 3  Axd6 1'Yxd6 14 �g3 �fe8 
1 5  M! followed by h5 driving back 
the knight. 13 11,xd6 1'Yxd6 14 
�g3 €le6. A loss of time. Better 
was 14 ' "  h6 ( 1 5  �e2 �c6) 
keeping the balance. 15 1'Yg5! The 
threat is 1'Yxg7+ and the answer is 
practically forced. 15 • • •  �e7 16 
�e2 h6 17 1'Ye3 €lg6 ( 74) . 

White's pressure along the e�file 
was threatening. On 1 7  . . .  €lf6, 1 8  
�e5 is very strong and Black's best 

. chance is the following exchange. 
18 1'Yxe8+ � xe8 19 � xe8+ 
<if(h7 20 a3 .£)f6 21 �e3?!. 2 1  
�eel was better immediately with 
a minimal advantage after 2 I ' "  
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74 

W 

�f4 22 �e2 �e4 23 �xf4 i!rxf4 
24 Ele2. 21 • • •  �g4 22 Elc3 �4 
23 h3. Chasing the knight to a 
better position. 23 Eldl gave equal 
play and now the initiative passes to 
Black. 23 • • •  � 24 El e3 �e4!. 
Forcing the exchange on e4, 
because 25 �fl �M or 25 �e2 
i!rffi favours Black. 25 � xe4 de. 
Black has got rid of the weakness 
and vacated d5 for his knight. 26 
�d2 f5 27 Elael. Bad is 27 �xc4 
i!rc7 28 Elc3 �f4, threatening 
both . . .  �e2+ and . . .  �5. 27 

i!rg5. White must play 
precisely to solve the problems on 
the K-wing. 28 g3. 28 �xc4 is bad 
again due to 28 . . .  f4! 29 §. xe4 
�h4 and the attack cannot be 
parried. 28 • • •  b5 29 �h2 �e7. 
Transferring the knight to d5. 30 c3 
�d5 31 El3e2 a6 32 �fl � 33 
�e3! i!fh5. On 33 . . .  f4 there is 34 
�g4! �xg4+ 35 hg with 
advantage to White. 34 d5. The 
advance of the d-pawn is vital for 
counterplay. 34 • • •  i!ff3 35 §.d2 
f4 36 gf i!fxf4+ 37 �g2!. Precise 
again. 37 �g 1 presents Black with 
an important tempo after 37 . . .  

�7 38 d6 �e5. 37 • • •  �d7 38 
§.hl. 38 d6 is met by 38 . . .  �e5! 
39 d 7 i!rg5+ followed by . . .  �3 
with a decisive advantage. 38 • • •  

�e5 39h4 i!ff3+ 4O �1 �4. 40 
. . . �d3 4 1  §.h2 �xf2 42 §.hxf2 
�xe3 43 �g2 �e 1 44 §.fe2 
i!fxM 45 d6 is dangerous for Black. 
The passed pawn becomes a 
nuisance. 41 �xg4 �xg4+ 42 
�fl e3 43 §.e2 ef 44 �xf2 t-t. 

Larsen -Uhlmann 
match 1 97 1 ,  9th game 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  �d2 c5 4 ed ed 5  
ltb5+ ltd7 6 i:!re2+ . Simplifying 
the position even more than after 6 
llxd7+ �xd7 7 �e2. White 
creates an isolated pawn and his 
further play is based on the 
blockade of the d4 square and 
pressure against the pawn on d5. 6 
• • •  .il.e7. The exchange of queens 
favours White after 6 . . .  i:!re7 7 
.il.xdH �xd7 8 dc �xc5 9 �b3 
i:!rxe2+ 10 �xe2 �a4 1 1  �bd4 
and the ending is better for White. 7 
de �f6 8 �gf3. White cannot 
defend the pawn by 8 �b3 because 
after 8 . . .  0-0 9 .Q.e3 §.e8 10  
0-0-0 a6 I I  .il,d3 a5 !  1 2  �f3 a4  13  
�bd4 .Q.xc5 14  c3 �c6 Black 
takes the initiative on the Q-wing. 
I I  .il,xd7 �bxd7 1 2  �h3 �xc5 
1 3  .il,xc5 Axc5 14 i!tf3 Aa7 15  
�f4 §.e5 gives level play as in 
Kuzmin-Korchnoi, Moscow 1973. 
8 • • •  O-G 9 �b3 §.e8 10 .il,e3 
AxeS. After 10 . . .  a6 I I  Axd7 
�bxd7 12 0-0 �xc5 13 �fd4 

White would keep a minimal 
advantage. 11 llxd7. On I I  
�xc5, naturally I I  . . .  �a5+ and 
1 2  . . .  .il,xb5. 1 1  • • •  �bxd7 12 
� xc5 �xc5. White has realized 
his plan: he exchanged two pieces 
and isolated the d-pawn. However, 
it does not mean much because 
Black's pieces are active. 13 i:!rb5 
13 e8 14 O-G a6. After 1 4  . . . i:!rd 7 
15  i:!rxd7 �cxd7 1 6  c3 White 
would exert powerful pressure on 
d5 in the ending. 15 �b4 §.e4 16 
i:!rd2 h6 17 §.adl �e6. Black's 
rook is well posted, the knight from 
e6 controls d4 and . the position is 
balanced. 18 §.fel �e7 19 c3 Ele8 
20 h3. The immediate �d4 does 
not work because of20 . . .  �g4. 20 
• • •  b5. This weakens the Q-side. 
Correct was 20 . . . �c6, keeping 
the balance. 21 �4 �xd4 22 
.il,xd4 �. With 22 . . .  �e7 
Black could still hope for an 
approximately equal game. 23 
13 xe4! de. Black got rid of the 
isolated pawn but the open file 
favours White's penetration. 23 . . .  
13 xe4 24 .il,e3 gives lasting 
pressure on d5. 24 .Q.e3 Ele6 25 
�d8+ . 25 i!fd5 �ffi 26 i:!ra8+ 
�h7 27  §.d8 .§d6! 28 §.h8+ �g6 
29 .il,d4 was not promising because 
of 29 . . .  El xd4t with perpetual 
check. 25 • • •  i:!rxd8 26 El xd8+ 
�h7 27 g4. The ending offers 
White several advantages. His rook 
and king are more active, the 
bishop is stronger than the knight 
and Black's pawns on the i:!r-side 
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are weakened. 27 • • •  � 28 �g2 
g5 29 �g3 �e8 30 h4 gh+ 31 
� xh4 �g6 32 b3 f5 33 gf+ �xf5 
34 Eld5+ �g6 35 §.h5 �h7 36 
�g3 �g7 37 Elc5 �g6 38 c4 be 
39 El xc4 � .  The reduction of 
the material hides chances for 
Black. White must create a passed 
pawn on the Q-wing and exchange 
the rooks. 40 �h4 �f6 41 g eS 
Eld642 Ela5 � 43 .il,d2 � 44 
Ad Ele6 45 .il,d2 Eld6 46 �h3 
�g7 47 .il,d � 48 .il,f4 Ele6 49 
�h4. The rook ending after 49 
.il,e5 �g6 50 .il, xffi §. xffi is drawn: 
5 1  �g3 h5 52 §.e5 M+ ! .  49 • • •  

�g6 50 b4 �g8!. In order to 
thwart the appearance of a passed 
pawn, Black transfers the knight to 
the Q-side. 51 a3 §.f652 �g3 �e7 
53 .il,e5 �c6! 54 .il,xf6 �xa5 55 
.Q.d4. Or 55 ba � xffi 56 �4 h5 57 
�xe4 �g5 58 �f3 M. 55 • • •  �c4 
56 a4 �f5 57 a5. The best chance. 
If 57 b5 then 57 . . .  ab 58 ab h5. 
Now b5 is threatened. 57 • • •  �d6 
58 .Q.c5 �e5? ( 75). 

75 

W 

A losing error. Correct was 58 
. " �b5 59 �M �e5 60 �h5 
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�d5 6 1  �xh6 �c3! 62 �g6 � 1  
63 � �b2 64 �e 7 � 3  65 j'td6 
�c6! or 64 �ffi .:£)cI3 65 �fS �b2 
66 l1e3 �d3 67 b5 ab 68 a6 �c6 
69 �xd �xf2+ 70 ,!ixf2 b4 7 1  
�d3 �c 7 7 2  j'ta 7 �c6 7 3  �c4 b3, 
drawn in both cases. The pawn 
ending is lost for Black. 59 j'txd6+ 
�xd6 60 <1;£4 �d5 61 b5! ab 62 
a6)f;c6 63 �xe4 b4. Or: 63 . . .  h5 
64 f4 h4 65 fS h3 66 �f.3 h2 67 �g2 
b4 68 a7 �b7 69 ffi b3 70 f7 b2 7 1  
a8�+ . 64 f4 1-0. 

Bronstein-Petrosian 
USSR Championship, 1975 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �d2 c5 4 �gf3 
� 5 eel eel 6 ,!ib5+ ,!id7 7 
j'txd7+ �bxd7 8 � Ae7 9 de. 
After 9 §.e l 0-0 10  dc �xc5 I I  
�b3 �ce4 1 2  j'te3 j'td6 Black 
would post his pieces actively and 
keep the balance. 9 • • •  �xc5 10 
�4. 1 0  �b3 �e4 I I  �fd4 ird7 
1 2  iff.3 0-0 1 3  �fS §.fe8 14  
�xe7+ §. xe7 1 5  Ae3 gives 
White a minimal advantage, as in 
Keres-Ivkov, Bamberg 1968. 10 
• • •  �. Black cannot well prevent 
� by 10  . . .  ird 7 because of 1 1  
�2f.3 0-0 1 2  �5 irc8 1 3  Jtg5 
with pressure. 1 1  �5 §.e8 12 
�b3. The exchange allows Black 
an easy game: 1 2  �xe7+ irxe7 1 3  
�f.3 §. ac8 14  j'te3 a6 1 5  §. e l  i!td7 
etc. 12 • • •  j'tf8. The most 
consequent although 1 2  . . .  �e6 is 
also possible: 1 3  �xe7+ irxe7 1 4  
j'te3 a6 1 5  �d4 §.ac8 16 c 3  §.cd8 
1 7  §. e I �e4 18 f.3 �d6 with level 

play or 1 3  Ae3 irc7 14  c3 §.ad8 
with an approximately equal game. 
13 j'te3 �cd7! (76) . 

76 

W 

The knight is seemingly 
withdrawn to a passive position, 
but from d7 it controls the 
important central squares cS and e5 
and strengthens the �ffi. Black 
must avoid exchanges. 1 3  ' "  
§.c8?! 14 j'tcl4! �e6 I S  c3 �xd4 
16 i!rxd4 followed by §.ad l  or 1 3  
. . .  �e6 14  j'td4 is not so pleasant. 
14 j'td4 ire7 15 e3 �4. 
Preventing irf.3 and driving back 
the knight. 16 �e3. If 1 6  i!rd3 or 
1 6  irc2 then 16  . . .  i!te4. 16 • • •  

§.ad8. Black's pieces are ideally 
posted and the dS pawn is not felt as 
a weakness. 17 g3 ire4 18 �g2 b6 
19 §.el i!r5 20 §. xe8 §. xe8 21 
�e3. 2 1  a4 can be met tranquilly 
by 2 1  . . .  a5, stopping its further 
march. 21 • • •  ire4!. Black must 
play actively. 2 1  . . .  ire6 would 
not be precise because of 22 ird3. 
22 �d2 ird3! 23 �f3 ire4. I t is 
clear that the ending would favour 
White. 24 .£)d2 i!rd3 25 �b3 ire4 
26 j'txf6. The last attempt to 

exchange the queens. 26 • • •  �xf6 
27 ird4 iff3! 28 irdl. If 28 §.d l 
then 28 . . .  �e4 and 29 � xd5 does 
not work due to 29 . . .  �xf2. 28 
• • •  ire4 29 ird4 ift'3 30 irdl 
ire4 t-t· 

Karpov-Uhlmann 
Madrid 1973 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �2 c5 4 eel eel 5 
�gf3 �e6 6 j'tb5 Ad6 7 de 
j'txc5 8 � �e7 9 �b3 Ad6 10 
U5. The idea of this move is to 
transfer the bishop to g3 and 
exchange the black-squared bish­
ops, strengthening the pressure on 
the black squares. On 10 .Q.e3 
Black has an easy game-IO  . . .  
0-0 I I  i!rd2 Ag4 12 Ae2 Axf.3 
13 ,!ixf.3 �eS. 10 • • •  � 11 Ah4. 
White is following his idea. Less 
consequent is I I  ird2 irc7 1 2  h3 h6 
1 3  Ae3 AfS and Black has avoided 
the exchange of bishops and stands 
well. 11  • • •  Ag4. Fighting for the 
central squares is the best way. Less 
promising is I I  . . . irc 7 12  Ag3 
,Q,xg3 1 3  hg 1tg4 14 §.el  §.ad8 I S 
d irb6 16 ,ild3 �g6 1 7  i!rc2 .Q.xf.3 
.18 gf §.d6 19 f4 §.fd8 20 a3! and 
White has limited the activity of 
Black's knigh ts and preven ted 20 . . . 
d4 (2 1  c4) .  Instead of 18 . . .  §.d6, 
Black could have got rid of the 
jsolated pawn by playing 18 . . .  d4, 
but 19 f4 dc 20 bc is advantageous to 
White because Black's knights have 
no good squares for action. 12 ,ile2. 
Theimmediate 12 1tg3 Axg3 1 3 hg 
Would give Black an important 
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tempo-I 3  . . .  i!rb6! 14 ,ild3 .£)fS 
and I S  AxfS j'txfS l 6 c3 Ae4isjust 
a balanced position. 12 • • •  ,ilh5. 
Weaker is i 2 . . .  i!rb6, see 
Kuzmin-Uhlmann. The best line, 
12 . " §.e8. we see in Schmidt­
Portisch. These games teach us the 
dangers the position hides. 13 §.el 
irb6 14 �fd4. After 14 .1l x e 7 
�xe7 I S  ird4 Black could play I S  
. . . i!rc 7 .  The bishop is not on g4 
any more and now we see the reason 
why he moved it back to h5. 14 • . •  

Agfi. The exchange on e2 would 
only emphasize the weakness of the 
pawn on dS. 15 c3 §.fe8 16 An 
Ae4 17 Ag3 ,ilxg3 18 hg. White 
has realized his intention. The 
exchange of the black-squared 
bishops has weakened the opponent. 
18 • • •  a5? ( 77) . This seriously 
weakens the square b5, the pressure 
on b2 is an illusion. 1 8  . . .  §. ad8 was 
natural. 
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19 a4 �xd4! 20 �xd4! .£)e6. 
Now Black finds out that 20 . . .  
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i!fxb2 is ruled out by 2 1  .l1,b5 and 
the threat f3 gains material. 21 
.l1,b5 13. eel8. Surrendering the e-file 
to White. 2 1  . . .  Jtg6 with the 
idea of exchanging rooks was better. 
22 g4!. After the exchange 
on d4 Black will not have . . .  .l1,f5 
in order to shut the e-file. 22 • • •  

.£lxd4. The ending is lost and 22 
. . .  i!fc7 was better. 23 i!fxd4 
i!fxd4 24 cd �ac8. 24 . . .  � 
would not help because of 25 �e3 
with the doubling of rooks. 25 f'3 
Ag6 26 �e7 b6 27 13.ael h6 28 
�b7 13.d6. 2S . . .  �c2 29 �ee7 
threatening .l1,eS does not save 
Black. 29 13.ee7 h5 30 gh Axh5 31 
g4 Ag6 32 f4. Now f7 falls and the 
fight is decided. 32 • • •  �cl+ 33 
\fjlf2 �e2+ 34 <it;e3 .{te4. Or 34 
. . .  13.e6+ 35 � x e6 fe 36 � xb6 
etc. 35 � xf7 �g6 36 g5 <it;h7 37 
�fe7 � xb2 38 Ae8 �b3+ 39 
<it;e2 �b2+ 40 <it;el �d6 41 
13. xg7+ <it;h8 42 �ge7 1-0. 

Kuzmin-Uhlmann 
Leningrad 1973  
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 .£ld2 c5 4 .£lgf'3 
.£le65eeleel6Ab5.l1,d67deAxc5 
8 0-0 ?Jge7 9 .£lb3 Ad6 10 ..Q.g5 
0-0 1 1  Ah4Ag4 12Ae2 i!fb6 ( 78) . 
This seems a natural move. After 1 3  
Jtg3 Axg3 14 hg .£lf5! Black would 
have a good game, but there is 
something · else in the position. 

13 Jlxe7!. Giving up the plan to 
exchange the bishops after Ag3. 
Taking advantage of the unde-

fended bishop on g4 White enters a 
better endgame. 13 • • •  ?Jxe7. 
There is no choice. 1 3  . . .  Axe7 14  
i!i'xd5 �adS 1 5  i!i'c4 or 14  . . .  
.£lb4 1 5  i!fe4 does not compensate 
for the lost pawn. 14 i!i'd4 i!fxd4. 
The ending after 1 4  . . .  .l1,xf3 1 5  
i!fxb6 ab 16  ll.x(3 offers White a 
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lasting advantage. I t  came into 
consideration nevertheless. 15 
.£lfxd4 1.td7. Trying to keep his 
pair of bishops since 1 5  . . .  Axe2 
1 6  .£lxe2 .§acS 1 7  c3 leads into a 
passive position with the d5 pawn 
evidently weak. 16 .§adl .§fd8 17 
�fel 1;£8 18 e3 as? Black 
overestimates his chances. 18 . . .  
.§ ac8 offered better chances of 
resistance. 19 a3 a4. Another 
mistake. The pawn will be exposed 
later on and 19 . . .  b6 was a lesser 
evil. 20 .£lal!. The knight is being 
transferred to e3 whence it attacks 
d5. 20 • • •  4Je8. Although Black 
has weakened his position con­
siderably he could still put up 
resistance by 20 . . .  .ilc5 2 1  .£lac2 
.ileS and . . .  .§d6 defending the 

isolated pawn. Instead of that Black 
hopes for counterplay and transfers 
the knight to c4. 21 ?Jae2 .£lb6 22 
.£le3 ll.f4 23 .£lde2 ll.e6 24 �d4! • 

The blockade square is often used 
to infiltrate pieces into enemy 
positions. 24 • • •  ll.xe3. After this 
Black will not be able to control the 
black squares in the centre, but the 
position is difficult after 24 . . .  Ae5 
25 .§b4 �d6 26 .£ld4 etc. 25 
.£lxe3 .£ld 26 .§eell!. The pawn is 
finally lost. 26 . . .  .£lxb2 27 .§ Id2 
loses a piece, while 26 . . .  .£lxe3 27 
fe followed by Af3 loses the d5 
pawn. 26 . . .  .£lb6 is met by 27 c4. 
26 • • •  .§de8 27 .£lxd5 Axd5 28 
.§ xd5 .£lxb2 29 .§bl .£ld 30 
.§ xb7 • .§dd7 is threatened and the 
reply is forced. 30 • • •  .£laS 31 
.§bb5 .£ld 32 .§d7 g6 33 f4. 33 
.§bb7 .£le5 34 .§e7 .§eS 35 
.§ xeS+ .§ xeS 36 f4 .£lc6 37 Ab5 
.§cS 3S 1.txa4 is simpler. 33 • • •  

.§ a6 34 .§ b4 .§ae635 Ad3? This 
lets the win slip. 35 .§ xa4 was bad 
because of 35 . . .  .£lb6, but the 
simple 35 Axc4 .§ xc4 36 .§dS+ ! 
leads into an easily won rook 
ending. 35 • • •  1;g7? A 'revenge' 
mistake. Correct was 35 . . .  .£lxa3 
36 .§ xa4 .£lc4 37 .§aa7 .§f6 or 36 
�bb7 .§f6 with a probable draw in 
both cases. 36 .§d4! 4Jxa3 37 d. 
The 4Ja3 is made prisoner. 37 • • •  

.§ a6 38 <ittf2 .§ a5 39 1;e3 .§ e7 40 
<it;d2 h5 41 .§ e4. If 41 <it;c l or 4 1  
1;c3 then 4 1  . . .  4Jb5. 41 • • •  �d7 
42 .§el .§c5 43 .§cl! 1-0 • .§c3 
cannot be parried. 
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Schmid -Portisch 
Nice Olympiad 1974 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 .£ld2 c5 4 .£lgf'3 
.£le6 5 eel eel 6 Ab5 Ad6 7 de 
Axc5 8 0-0 .£le7 9 .£lb3 Ad6 10 
..Q.g5 0-0 11 Ah4. On I I  �e l  
Black has enough counterplay after 
I I  . . .  i!\'c 7 1 2  c3 .l1,g4 1 3  h3 ll.h5 
14 Ae2 h6 1 5  ll.xe7 .£lxe7 16 
.£lfd4 ll.xe2 17  i!fxe2 a6 I S  i!ff3 
�adS 19 �ad l  �d7 20 .£lf5 .£lxf5 
2 1  i!\'xf5 �fdS and in spite of 
numerous exchanges Black can 
defend d5. The text is the ISth 
game of the 1974 match 
Karpov-Korchnoi. It went 22 �e3 
g6 23 i!ff3 Am 24 �ed3 i!\'c6 25 
.£ld4 i!\'a4 26 a3 h5 27 � Id2 ll.h6 
2S i!fd I i!fc4 and Black had no 
problems. 11  • • •  Jtg4 12 Ae2 
�e8! The best reply, securing an 
equal game. We have seen the 
difficulties Black had to overcome 
after . . .  Jlh5 and . . . i!rb6. This 
move prepares for . . .  i!\'b6 
avoiding the troubles of Kuz­
min-Uhlmann. 13 §el. 1 3  Ag3 
.Q.xg3 14 hg i!rb6 offers Black 
excellent play after the further . . .  
�adS or . . .  .£lf5. 13 • • •  i!rb6 14 
.£lfd4. Now in case of 14 Axe7 
there is 14 . . .  � xe7! 15 i!rxd5 
.£lb4 and if 14 c3 then 14 . . .  .£lf5. 
14 • • •  ll.xe2 15 � xe2 Ae5! ( 79) . 

Showing one more advantage of 
his 1 2th mo\'e (the .£le 7 is de­
fended) Black gets rid of the block­
ading 4Jd4. 16 4Jxc6. White 
could try 16 4Jf3 Axb2 1 7  .§bl  
Ac3 IS .§e3 with an attack on the 
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opponent's king. It was a better 
chance than the one White chooses 
in the game. 16 • • •  .£Jxc6 17 c3 aS! 
This move is very strong here since 
18 a4 does not work: 18 . . .  
�xh2+ ! 19  \t>xh2 § xe2 etc. 18 
§bl. If 18  �3 then 18 . . .  a4 19 
.£Jcl a3! with a superior game. 18 
• • •  a4 19 .£Jel2 �b5 20 Jig3. 20 
· . . �xh2+ was threatened. 20 • • •  

.Q.tli. Black needs his bishop 
exerting pressure on the central 
squares. White's �3 is not so 
active. 21 § xe8+ § xe8 22 � 
�c5 23 §el §d8!. Black's pieces 
are more active and his decision to 
avoid exchanges is natural. Now 24 
· . .  a3 is threatened. 24 a3 h6 25 
�d3 �b6. The pressure on b2 is 
the main motive for this. 26 �e2 
�b5 27 �e7. Black threatened . . .  
d4 and in case of c4 he would play 
· . .  d3!, cb dc, bc bel, �f4 �xb2. 
White wants to drive Black's rook 
off the d-file but he loses an 
important tempo. L£)13 was better. 
27 • • •  §e8 28 �f4? Correct was 
�3. The text loses a pawn. 28 • • •  

.£Jel4! 29 �d1. Forced. 29 • • •  .£Je6 

30 i!rg4 b5 31 i!r5 §e8. 
:'\aturally, not 31 . . .  l!rxb2 32 
§ xe6 etc. 32 .£Jf3. Or 32 § b I 
L£)xf4 33 i!rxf4 Ji.xc3. 32 • • •  

i!rxb2. The rest is a matter of 
simple technique. 33 Ji.e5 Ji.xe5 
34 .£Jxe5 .£Jd8 35 h3. 35 �d7 is 
met by 35 . . .  § xe5! .  35 • • •  g6 36 
i!rd7 § xe5! 37 �xd8+ \t>g7 38 
§ xe5 �cl + 39 \t>h2 �4+ 40. 
g3 �xe5 41 �aS h4 42 �e5 hg+ 
0-1. 

Karpov-Korchnoi 
match 1974, 4th game 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 .£Jd2 c5 4 ed ed 5  
.£Jgf3 .£Jc6 6 �b5 �d6 7 de 
�xc5 8 0-0 4Je7 9 4Jb3 .Ild6 10 
c3. White's intention is to control 
d4 as much as he can. At the same 
time he will be able to avoid the pin 
after . . .  �4 by �a4. 10 • • •  .llg4. 
The best chance in the fight for the 
control of the central squares. Black 
must enter this line in almost all the 
continuations of this variation. 1 1  
.£Jbd4 0-0 1 2  �e2. White has to 
get rid of the pin since . . . .£Jxd4 
threatens. The other example­
i!ra4, we shall find in the following 
games. 12 • • •  §e8 13 §el a6. 
Controlling b5 and making possible 
. . .  i!re7 ifnecessary. 14 Jlg5 h6. If 
14 . . .  i!rc7, White could reply 1 5  
h3 �h5 16 �xe7 4Jxe7 1 7  .£Jh4 
with some advantage. 15 �h4 
�b6!. Black's plan is simple-to 
put all possible pressure on the 
blocking L£)d4. 16 i!rb3 ,lle5 ( llO! . 
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17 i!rxb6 Ji.xb6 18 Ji.d3. White 
cannot keep his stronghold on d4. 
18 .£Jc2 would be met by 18 . . .  
§ad8 with very active piece play. 
18 • • •  <jftf8 19 a3 4Jxd4 20 4Jxd4 
�xd4 21 cd. The knight has 
disappeared and the isolation of 
Black's pawn with it. Black has 
resolved his opening difficulties in a 
very instructive way. 21 • • •  '£)6. 
In reply to 2 1  . . .  .£Jc6 White could 
play 22 f3 followed by Ji.f2. 22 f3. 
White overestimates his chances 
expecting that his bishop will be 
stronger than the knight. 22 .Ilxf5 
leads into an equal ending. 22 • • •  

.£Jxh4 23 fg 4Jg6 24 g3?!. 24 
�xg6 fg 25 \t>f2 §ac8 26 § xe8+ 
\t>xe8 27 §e l +  and §e2 was 
necessary because now the knight 
will prove stronger than the bishop. 
24 • • •  .£Je7. The knight is 
transferred to c6 whence it can put 
pressure on d4. 25 ,llfl 4Je6 26 
1tg2 § xel+ 27 § xel §d8 28 
\t>f2 §d6 29 §dl <it>e7 30 b4 
§d8 21 <it>e3 <it>d6 32 §fl f6 33 
§cl §c8 34 §c5 L£)e7 35 ,llfl? 
35 § xc8 .£J xc8 36 a4! is still a 
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draw. 35 • . •  §e8! 36 <jftd2 f5 37 
,lle2. Or 37 gf 4Jxf5 38 .llg2 4Je3 
followed by . . .  b6 and . . .  4Jc4. 37 
• • •  fg 38 Ji. x g4 .§ f8 39 .§ -c2 g6. 
39 . . .  §fl was also strong. 40 <it>e3' 
h5 41 Ji.h3 4Jc6 42 § d2 b5? If 42 
. . .  §e8+ then 43 <it>f4! Black 
could have prevented that by 
42 . .  , g5 after which it is 
not easy to defend White's position. 
43 Ag2 as 44 h4 ab 45 lib § e8+ 
1-t. The continuation would be 46 
<it>f4! 4Jxb4 47 <jftg5 .§e3 48 g4! 
with enough counterplay. 

Karpov-Korchnoi 
match 1974, 8th game 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  4Jd2 c5 4 ed ed 5  
.£Jgf3 .£Je6 6 Ji.b5 ,lld67 de Ji.xc5 
8 0-0  .£Je7 9 .£Jb3 ,Q,d6 10 c3 lig4 
1 1 .£Jbd40-012 i!ra4. White gets rid 
of the pin. At the same time he 
vacates d I for a rook and puts 
pressure on c6. Further, the queen 
can move along the fourth rank to 
the other wing. 12 • • •  Ji.h5. An 
interesting idea with a pawn 
sacrifice. Wea�er is 1 2  . . .  .£Jxd4 1 3  
4Jxd4 4Jg6 1 4  f4! a6 1 5  ,lld3 and 
White controls all the important 
central squares. 13 .§el. 1 3  Ji.xc6 
.£Jxc6 14 4Jxc6 bc 1 5  i!rxc6 ,Q,xf3 
16 gf .§ c8 is dangerous for White. 13 

• • •  i!re7 14 h3. The threat was 14 
. . .  4Jxd4. 14 • • •  .\1.g6. Preventing 
Ji.d3. 15 .Ilg5 a6 16 Ji.fl h6 17 
Ji.xe7. On 1 7  Ji.h4 there is 17 . . .  
,lle4 threatening . . .  L£)g6. 17 • • •  

4Jxe7.After 1 7  . . .  .ilxe7 18 .£Jxc6 
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bc 1 9  .£\eS White takes the 
initiative. 18 §adl .£\c6 19 ltd3 
ltM! ( 81) . 
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1 9  . . .  .£\xd4 20 '£\xd4 .l1.xd3 
2 1  § xd3 gives some advantage to 
White. Now ifhe wants to exchange 
the bishops he has to weaken his 
castled position. 20 gf. Accepting 
the challenge. 20 • • •  .1lg6 21 i!te2. 
Bad is 2 1  .l1.xg6 fg 22 .£\e6 �f7 23 
.£\xffi i!txf3. 21 • • •  .l1.xd3 22 
i!txd3 §ad8 23 §e2 §fe8. 
Sacrificing a pawn. More solid was 
23 . . .  Ac5 !  24 .£\£5 g6 2S .£\xh6+ 
\ftg7. 24 .£\f5. Karpov does not 
seize the opportunity. After 24 
§ xe8+ § xe8 2S .£\xc6 be 26 
�xa6 hS, he has 27 gh, while after 
26 . . .  £5 2 7  gfit is not clear whether 
Black has compensation for the 
pawn. 24 • • •  § xe2 25 �xe2 ltf4 
26 § el. White's intention is to 
exchange the knights with .£\e7+ 
weakening further dS. 26 • • •  g6. 
Or 26 . . . � 27 .£\3d4. 27 .£\e7+ 
.£\ xe7 28 �xe7 �b6 29 \ftg2 
\ft,7 30 § dl. 30 .£\d4 is pl\rried by 
30 . . .  §d6. 30 • • •  .l1.d6 31 �e2 
.l1.c7 32 ·  §d3 �e6 33 �dl .l1.b6. 

33 . . . bS was better in order to 
prevent c4. The play would be 
level. 34 §d2. If c4 immediately, 
then 34 . . . i!r[6, attacking b2. 34 
• • •  i!te4 35 b3 § d6. This keeps the 
balance, too, but 35 . . .  1tc5 36 c4 
d4 was simpler. 36 c4 M!. If 36 . . .  
d4 now, White continues with b4. 
37 § xd5. Or 37 gS d4 38 b4 .l1.d8! .  
37 • • •  § xdS 38 �xdS i!txdS 39 
cd. The pawn has fallen, but the 
material is reduced and Black's 
pieces are active and the balance is 
still kept. 39 • • •  hg 40 hg <;fj>f6 41 
� \fte7 42 .£\d2 ltc7 43 .£\e4. Or 
43 .£\c4 b5. 43 • • •  f544gfgf45 .£\e5 
<;fj>d646 .£\xb7+ <it'xd5 47 b4<;fj>c4 
48 .£\c5 ltb6 49 .£\xa6 \ftb5 50 
.£\cS \ftxb4 51 .£\b3 \fta3 l-+ 

Karpov-Korchnoi 
match 1974, 10th game 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  .£\d2 e5 4 ed ed 5  
.£\gf3 .£\e6 6 .l1.b5 Ad6 7 CH 
.£\ge7 8 de .ilxe5 9 .£\b3 .l1.d6 10 
.£\bd4 CH II c3 .l1.g4 12 �a4 
.l1.M 13 Jid3. White takes the 
white diagonal immediately. We 
know that § e 1 allows Black to hold 
c6 and transfer the bishop to g6. 13 
• • •  h6. Preventing .1lg5. An 
alternative was to put pressure on 
d4 by 1 3  . . .  Ac5 14  §e l h6 1 5  
Ae3 Jib6 etc. The text move offers 
richer play. 14 Ae3 a6 15 §fel 
�e7 16 h3' .£la5! Manoeuvring 
his knight to c4 in order to 
exchange it for the Ae3 which 
controls the key square d4. 17 .£)h4. 
1 7  §ad l  .£\c4 1 8 .l1.cl b5 1 9  �c2 

.ilcS! 20 g4 .1lg6 2 1  .ilxg6 fg 22 
<it'g2 §f7 gives Black excellent 
play. 17 • • •  .£\c4 18 i!te2 .£\xe3 19 
§ xe3 .ilh2+ . It may be useful in 
the ending. 20 <;fj>hl .ilf4 21 § eel 
.ilg5 22 4.Jhf5 .£\xf5 23 .£\xf5 
.ilg6 24 .£\d4 Axd3 25 �xd3. 
White has achieved his aim. He has 
exchanged two pieces and kept the 
blockader (.£\d4) . However, the 
black bishop is strong and it 
compensates for the weakness on 
d5. 25 • • •  §£e8 26 � �b6 27 
§ e2 Jif6 28 § dl § e4 29 .£\f5. 
The knight is going to e3 to attack 
d5. If29 §ed2 then 29 . . .  .l1.xd4. 
29 • • •  §ae8 30 .£\e3 �e6 31 
§ xd5 Ag5 (82) . 

82 
W 

Black will retake the pawn and 
have at least a level game. 32 
§d4? Correct was 32 §ed2 
Jixe3 33 fe § xe3 34 �4 or 32 
�f5 with an equal ending. The 
advantage passes now to Black. 32 
• • •  § xd4 33 cd �xa2 34 .£\c4 
§ d8 35 �d3 b5 36 .£\e3 �e6 37 
dS �d7. The pawn on d5 must fall 
sooner or later. 38 b4 �d6 39 �d4 
�. But not 39 . . .  Axe3 40 
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§ xe3 � xdS? 4 1  §eS+ . 40 �e4 
Jixe3? Too early, allowing White 
active counterplay. After 40 . . . g6! 
Black's chances to win this game 
are quite good. 41 § xe3 �xdS 42 
i!th7. It is here that the 
compensation lies. Black's king is in 
the open. 42 • • •  f6 43 \ftgl �a2 44 
\fth2 i!txf2. The queen cannot be 
chased: 44 . . .  �g8 45 �e4. 45 
§g3 M4 46 �xg7+ \fte8 47 
�b7 h5 48 �c6+ §d7 49 �e8+ 
\fte7 50 �c5+ <;fj>d8 51 �xh5 
§d3 52 �h8+ \ftc7 53 �h7+ 
§d7 54 �e2+ \ftb7 55 �b3 §d4 
56 �f7+ \ftb6 57 ilYe6+ \ftb7 58 
i!te7+ \ftb6 !--!. 

Karpov-Korchnoi 
match 1 974, 1 2th game 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 dS 3 .£\d2 e5 4 ed ed 5 
.£\gf3 .£\c6 6 Jib5 Ad6 7 CH cd • 

Just another order of moves leading 
into the same position. 8 .£\b3 .£\e7 
9 .£\bxd4 CH 10 c3 .l1.g4 I I  �a4 
.l1.h5 12 .l1.e3. Another alternative. 
12 • • •  �e7 13 h3 .£la5!. 
Immediately taking advantage of 
the position of White's QB on e3. 
The knight moves to c4. 14 ltd3 
.£\c4!. Carrying out his plan 
consequently. Weaker is 1 4  . . .  a6 
I S  §ad l  .£\c4 1 6  ltcl and White 
keeps the bishop. 15 .£\b5 �d7 16 
ltxc4 de 17  §£dl. 1 7  �xc4 
would be dangerous owing to 1 7  
. . .  .l1.xf3 I S  gf §ac8 and the 
position of White's king would not 
be pleasant. 17 • • •  4)f5!. The only 
but good move. 1 7  . . .  a6 10ses to 1 8  
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§. xd6 i!Yxb5 19  i!rxb5 ab 20 
.£ld4. 18 i!rxc4. 18 g4 does not go: 
18  . . .  �xg4! 1 9  hg .£lxe3 etc. The 
same after 1 8  �f4 �xf.3 19  gf 
.£lh4!. 18 • • •  l1.xf3 19 gf .£lxe3 20 
fe i!rxh3 21 .£lxd6. But not 2 1  
§. xd6 i!Yg3+ 22 �fl i!rxf.3+ 23 
�g 1 a6. 21 • • •  i!rg3+ 22 �fl 
i!rxf3+ 23 �el i!rg3+ l-t· 

Gipslis-Korchnoi 
Riga 1970 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 .£ld2 c5 4 .£lgf3 
.£le6 5 eel eel 6 .i1b5 .i1d6 7 � cd 
8 .£lb3 .£le7 9 .£lbxd4 � 10 b3. 
Fianchettoing his QB, White hopes 
to control d4 and e5. Black, 
however, takes countermeasures 
exerting pressure on the .£ld4 by 
actively posted pieces. 10 • • •  �4. 
The most consequent. The other 
plan is based on the exchange of 
black-squared bishops: 10 . . .  i!ra5 
1 1  l1.b2 l1.a3 1 2  .i1xa3 i!Yxa3 1 3  
§. e l  J1.g4 with level play. 1 1  �b2 
i!rb6. White no longer has �e3 at 
his disposal and Black takes 
advantage of it. He threatens . . .  
l1.xf.3. 12 �e2 §.ad8 13 b3 l1.h5 
14 i!rd2 §.fe8 15 §.adl �. 
Black had time to post his pieces on 
their best squares and d5 is not 
weak. 16 §.fel �c5 17 �fl l1.e4 
18 a3 .£lxd4! 19 .£lxd4 i!rg6!. 
Expecting b4, Black transferred his 
queen to g6, vacating b6 for the 
bishop and exerting pressure on g2 
and c2. 20 §.e3. Threatening §.g3 
and forcing the following exchange. 

20 • •  , l1.xd4 21 Axd4 .£lf5 22 
§.c3 b6. But not 22 . . .  .£lxd4 23 
i!Yxd4 Axc2 24 §.cl and i!rxa7. 23 
a4h6. Again 23 . . .  .£lxd424 �xd4 
Axc2 is not good due to 25 §.g3 
�h6 26 §. c l !  followed by §. c 7 (or 
26 . . .  Axb327 §.c6) . 24 §.cl i!rg5 
25 §. dl §. e8 26 f3. Asking for 
numerous exchanges and the end­
ing. 26 • • •  .£lxd4 27 i!rxg5 hg 
28 §. xc8 §. xe8 29 fee All forced. 
29 §. xd4 Axc2 loses another 
pawn on b3. 29 • • •  '3;xe2 30 eel? 
(83) . 

83 

B 

A mistake, because the d-pawn 
will prove weak in the rook ending. 
Correct was 30 §. xd5 .£le3 3 1  §.d3 
.£lxfl 32 �xfl with equal play. 30 

• • •  .£le3 31 §.d3 .£lxfl 32 �xfl 
\trfB 33 d6. The threat was . . .  
�e 7 -d6 blocking the pawn. The 
text only postpones the loss of the 
pawn. 33 • • •  §.d8 34 a5 ffi  35 lfte2 
� 36 §. c3 lfte6 37 ab ab 38 
§.e7 §.d7 39 §.c6 §. xd6. A pawn 
up, Black will have to play very 
precisely to win. 40 §. e7 g6 41 lfte3 
� 42 §. c4 lfte5 43 E! c8 §. d5 44 

h4. 44 . . .  §.c5 was threatened. 44 
• • •  §. b5 45 §. e8+ '3;d6 46 §.d8+ 
�e6 47 §.d4 §.e5+ · 48 � b5!. 
White cannot keep his rook on the 
fourth rank and b4 must fall. 49 
§.d8. 49 g3 does not prevent 
Black's rook manoeuvre (49 . . .  5 
and . . . §, d5) and in case of 49 g4 
there is 49 . . . §, e I .  If 50 '3;f2 then 
50 . . .  �e5! '  49 • • •  §.f5+ 50 '3;e3 
§,f4 51 §,e8+ '3;d7 52 §,g8 '3;e7! 
53 §, xg6 '3;f7 54 §.h6 �g7 55 
§.h5 §, xh4. White's rook went 
astray, b4 fell, all is decided. 56 g3 
§,b3+ 57 �n h4 58 h4 §,b2+ 59 
�f3 §.h2 0-1. 

Geller-Uhlmann 
Amsterdam 1970 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 .f)d2 c5 4 .£lgf3 
.£le6 5 eel eel 6 Ab5 Ad6 7 � cd 
8 .f)b3 .£le7 9 .£lbxd4 � 10 
�5. White threatens to take on c6 
and tries to provoke weaknesses in 
the opponent's position. 10 • • •  ffi. 
The simplest and best. In 
Sigurjonsson-Uhlmann, Raach 
1969, Black tried to avoid this move 
and played 10  . . .  i!Yc7. The game 
went: 1 1  §,el  .£lxd4 1 2  i!Yxd4 
.i1e6 1 3  .i1d3 h6 14 .i1xh6 gh 1 5  
i!rffi with an attack. 1 1  .i1e3. 
Weaker is 1 1  .i1h4 Ag4 1 2  i!rd2 
i!rb6 with very good play for Black. 
1 1  • • •  .£le5 12 §.el a6 13 Afl 
lfth8 14 h3 Ad7 15 c3 §.e8 16 a4 
§,e8. Black's centralized pieces 
keep the balance. 17 .£lxe5?!. This 
creates hanging pawns. It does not 
give much and 1 7  as came into 
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consideration although 1 7  . . .  .f)c4 
would offer Black active play. 17 
• • •  fe 18 .f)f3 h6 19 a5. On 19 
i!rd2, threatening the sacrifice on 
h6, Black replies 1 9  . .  . l1.5 20 
,ilxh6 e4!. 19 • • •  §,c6 20 .i1b6 
�b8 21 §,cl? 2 1  c4 was better. 21 
• • •  §,f8. The target is f2. 22 c4 e4 
23 .f)d2 ( 84) . It seems that Black's 
pawns will be destroyed, but Black 
strikes at White's weakest point. 

84 

B 

23 • • •  §, xb6! 24 ab .i1e5 25 
§, e2 §, xn!. The point of the 
combination. 26 '3;h 1 loses to 26 
· . .  .f)5, 26 cd is answered by 26 
· . .  ,ilxb6, and White has to take 
the rook. 26 §, xn e3 27 cd. If 27 
.f)e4 then 27 . . .  eH 28 .f)xf2 i!rf4 
29 §,c2 .i1a4. 27 • • •  ef+ 28 lfthl 
.f)f5! 29 .£le4 .i1xb6. The 
combination is over. Black is an 
exchange down, but the strong 
pawn on f2 and weak black squares 
around White's king allow him a 
strong attack. 30 � �e5. 3 1  
.f)x(2 does not work because of 
3 1  . . .  i!rxb2. Black threatens 3 1  
· . . �xe4. 31 Ad3 �xd5 32 .f)e5. 
On 32 g4 Black plays 32 . . .  .£le3! 
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33 �xf'2 �xd3 34 �f8+ �h7 35 
4:Jffi+ «f;g6. 32 • • •  �xf3 33 gf 
Axe5 34 § xc5 4:Je3 35 §cl. In 
reply to 35 §e5, 35 . . .  ,ilb5 wins. 
35 • • •  «f;g8. Mating threats on the 
last rank disappear and . . .  Ab5 
cannot be parried. The end is near. 
36 «f;h2 Ab5 37 § e8+ <:3ifl 38 
«f;g3 Axd3 39 §e7+ <ittf6 40 
«f;xfl 4:Jdl+ 41 «f;g3 4:Jxb2 42 
§ xb7 4:Jc4 43 h4 a5 44 §d7 Ae2 
45 §e7 Ab3 46 «f;f4 a4 47 §b7 
0-1. 

D 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4:Je3 ll,M. 

When White develops his Qt"l' on 
c3, Black is deprived of the freeing 
. . .  c5, but can exert pressure on 
White's centre by pinning the 
knight, introducing the Winawer 
Variation. The tension in the centre 
does not suit Black, he prefers fixed 
pawn formations in order to be able 
to choose a plan. After . . . Ab4 
White has to decide: to block the 
centre with e5, which makes him 
vulnerable to c5, or choose one of 
the rarely played continuations. 
Here, under D, we give a series of 
such rare lines-4 cd, 4 4:Je2, 4 
Ad2, 4 a3. 

Capablanca -Alekhine 
Match 1 927, 1 st game 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4:Je3 ll,b4 4 eel. A 
quiet continuation leading to a 
symmetrical pawn position. The 
line is drawish. 4 • • .  ed 5 ,ild3. 
The best reply; on 5 � there is 5 

. . .  �e7+ 6 4:Je2 4:Jc6 7 ,ile3 4:Jffi 
8 h3 Axc3+ 9 bc 4:Je4 with good 
play. 5 • • •  4:Je6 6 4:Je2 4:Jge7 7 0-0 
ll,f5 8 ll,xf5 4:Jxf5 9 �d3 �d7. 
In case of9 . . .  Axc3 White gets an 
excellent game by sacrificing a 
pawn, after 10  4:Jxc3 4:Jfxd4 I I  
§e 1 + .  10 4:Jdl. If 1 0  Af4 then 1 0  
. . .  0-0-0 is possible. White trans­
fers the knight to e3 wanting to 
exchange it on 5. 10 • • •  0-0 I I  
4:Je3 4:Jxe3 1 2  Axe3 §fe8 13 
4:Jf4 Ad6. White lost some time to 
bring his knight to e3 and Black 
seized the e-file first. The last move 
hides a tactical threat which White 
does not notice. 14 §fel? ( 85) . 
Played carelessly. 1 4  c3 was 
necessary to prevent the following 
sally by Black's queen. After 1 4  
4:Jxd5 ,ilxh2+ 15  «f;xh2 �xd5 
Black would have an easier game. 

85 
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14 • • •  4JM! 15 �b3 � 16 
§acl? Losing a pawn without 
compensation. 16 4Jd3 was called 
for and after 1 6  . . .  4J xd3 1 7  
�xd3 �xd3 1 8  cd it is difficult to 
take advantage of the doubled 
pawns. 16 • • •  4:Jxe2 17 § xe2 

�xf4! 18 g3 � 19 §ce2 b6 20 
�b5 h5 21 h4 § e4. Threatening 
22 . . .  § xh4! 23 gh �g4+ etc. 22 
Ad2 § xd4 23 Ac3 §d3 24 Ae5 
§d8 25 Axd6 § xd6 26 § e5 
� 27 § xh5 �xh5 28 §e8+ 
�h7 29 �xd3+ �g6 30 �dl 
§e6 31 §a8 §e5 32. § xa7 c5. 
White has recaptured the lost 
material, but Black's positional 
advantage, based on his active 
pieces and the passed pawn, is 
clear. 33 §d7 �e6 34 �d3+ g6 
35 §d8 d4 36 a4 §el+ 37 «f;g2 
�e6+ 38 f3 § e3 39 �dl �e6 40 
g4. Or 40 «f;f'2 �h3 4 1  �g I § b3 
etc. 40 • • •  § e2+ 41 «f;h3 �e3 42 
�hl �f4 43 h5 §fl 0-1. 

Alekhine-Euwe 
match 1 935, 7th game 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4Je3 AM 4 4Je2. 
White is trying to avoid doubled 
pawns, but his pawn centre 
crumbles and the knight on e2 is 
posted passively. 4 • • •  de 5 a3 
ll,e7. After 5 . . .  ll,xc3+ 6 4Jxc3 
5 7 f3 White would seize the 
initiative for the sacrificed pawn. 
The text offers level play. 6 4:Jxe4 
4:Jc6. Also good is 6 . . .  4Jffi 7 
4:J2g3 0-0 8 ll,e2 4Jc6 9 4J xffi+ 
Axffi 10 c3 e5 I I  d5 4Je7 1 2  c4 
4:Jg6 1 3  4JhS Jlg5 with an equal 
game. 7 g4?!. An unnatural move. 
White wants to stop . . .  e5 and . . .  
5 at all costs. The idea is unsound 
and gives Black an opportunity to 
get an advantage. The normal 7 
,ile3 4Jffi 8 4J2c3 0-0 9 4Jg3 b6 1 0  
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Ae2 ll,b 7 I I  0-0 �d 7 gives a level 
game. 7 . • •

. b6?!. A mild 
continuation which does not take 
advantage of the dubious 7 g4. 
After the correct 7 . . .  4Jffi 8 
4Jxf6+ Axf6 9 c3 h5 10  gh e5 
Black's advantage is evident. 8 
.Q.g2 Ab7 9 e3 4:Jffi 10 4J2g3 
O-O?!. Better was 1 0  . . .  �d 7 
followed by . . .  0-0-0. This way, 7 
g4 will prove a useful attacking 
move. I I  g5 4Jxe4 12 4Jxe4 �h8 
13 �h5 �e8 ( 86) .  The threat is 14  
. . .  5 and White must do 
something. 

86 
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14 4Jffi! Axffi. After l 4  . . .  gf l 5  
gf 4Ja5 16  Axb7 4Jxb7 1 7  fe 
�xe7 1 8  Jlg5 f6 1 9  ll,h6 §g8 20 
0-0-0 White retains the better 
game. 15 gf gf 16 �h4 �d8 17 
ll,f4. He threatens Axc7 and if 1 7  
. . .  �e7 then 1 8  Ad6. 17 • • •  e5? It 
seems logical, but leads to a 
superior game for White. Correct is 
1 7  . . . 5 18  �xd8 §axd8 19  
Axc7 §d7 20 Af4 4:Ja5 with 
somewhat the better endgame for 
White. 18 Ag3 f5. 18  . . .  ed 1 9  
0-0-0 reinforces White's attack. 19 
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de f!g8 20 Af3?!. Stronger was 20 
o---{) �xh4 2 1  Axh4 with a 
superior endgame. 20 • • •  �d3?! 20 
. . .  f!g6! was the move, in order to 
prevent the check from ffi. Black 
should not be afraid of 2 1  �xd8 
E! xd8 22 Ah5 E!e6 23 .£lxf7 and 
now there is 23 . . .  f! xe5! 21 
Ae2?!. White could interpose 2 1  
�+ E!g7 and only now 22  Ae2 
"tIre4 23 f3 "tIre3 24 Af2 "tIrg5 25 
�xg5 f! xg5 26 Ah4 f!g6 27 
Affi+ �g8 28 �f2. 21 • • •  �e4?!. 
2 1  . . .  �d8 22 "tIrxd8 4Jxd8 23 f3 
4Je6 24 Ah4 E!g6, with the knight 
controlling the important square f4, 
was a good defence. 22 �xe4 £e 23 
.£lh4 h6? The last mistake. There 
was still hope in the exchange 
sacrifice after 23 . . .  f!g6 24 .£lffi+ 
�g8 25 Ah5 4Jxe5 26 .£lxg6 
4Jd3+ 27  �e2 fg. 24 0-0-0 E!ae8 
25 Jln;+ �h7 26 £4 ef 27 Jlxf3. 
White's pieces have the field and 
Black is helpless. 27 • • •  4Ja5 28 
Axb7 4Jxb7 29 E!d7 4Jc5 30 
f! x17+ �g6 31 f! xc7 4Jd3+ 32 
�bl �f5 33 E!dl 4Jxe5 34 
f!fl+ �e4 35 E! xa7 4Jc4 36 
f!d7 �e3 37 E!el+ � 38 
f! xe8 f! xe8 39 E!d4 4Je3 40 
E!h4 4Jf5 41 E!b4 I�. 

Gulko-Timman 
Sombor 1 974 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4Jc3 AM 4 Ad2. 
A gambit aimed at quick 
development and pressure on 
Black's weakened K-side. On 4 

Ad3 good is 4 . . .  de 5 Axe4 c5 6 
4Jge2 4Jf6 7 Jlf3 4Jc6 8 a3 
Axc3+ 9 bc e5 10 Ag5 cd I I  
Axc6+ bc 1 2  cd ed 1 3  "tIrxd4 
"tIra5+ 14 Ad2 �d5 with a level 
game. 4 • • •  de 5 �g4 �xd4. Also 
good is 5 . . .  4Jf6 6 �xg7 f!g8 7 
�h6 b6 8 0-0-0 Jlb 7. The 
complications set in. They are in 
Black's favour. 6 0-0-0 h5. The 
move which has recently brought 
much success to Black. Weaker is 6 
. . .  f5 7 "tIrg3 Jld6 8 Jlf4 Axf4+ 9 
"tIrxf4 "tIrc5 10 f3 with com­
pensation for the sacrificed 
material. 7 �h4. 7 "tIrg5 Jle7 8 
"tIrg3 Jld6 9 Jlf4 h4 10  �g4 4Jf6 
1 1  "tIrg5 Axf4+ 1 2  "tIrxf4 "tIrc5 etc. 
leads to a superior game for Black, 
while 7 "tIrg3 Jld6 8 Jlf4 h4 9 "tIrg5 
�f6 1 0  �xffi 4Jxffi I I  Jlxd6 cd 
1 2  4Jb5 4Ja6 1 3  4Jxd6+ �e7 
gives Black a better endgame. 7 • • •  

.£le7 8 Jig5 "tIre5!. After 8 . . .  "tIrc5 
9 4Jxe4 Jlxg5+ 10 4Jxg5, White 
would have the initiative. 9 4Jxe4 
n; 10 4Jf3. The piece sacrifice is 
forced, otherwise . . .  g5. 10 • • •  fg. 
There was no hurry. 10  . . .  "t!rf5 
came into consideration. 1 1  
4Jexg5 � 1 2  Jlb5+ c6. On 1 2  
. . .  4Jd7 follows 1 3  �e4 with an 
attack and after 1 2  . . . Jld7 1 3  
�e4 4Jc6 14 f! xd7! �xd7 1 5  
4JeS+ �c8 1 6  .1lxc6 bc 1 7  4Jgf7, 
the attack is even stronger. 13 Ac4 
b5 14 Axb5 e5. If 14 . . .  cb then 
I S  �e4. The following moves are 
more or less forced. 15 Ac4 ..Q.g4 16 
�g3 4Jd7 17 4J17 (87). 
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17 • • •  4Jh6! 18 4Jxh8 4Jf5 19 
Jl17+ "tIrx17 20 4Jxf7 4Jxg3 21 
hg �x17. Black has won two pieces 
for the rook and his advantage is 
clear. 22 f!hel Jln; 23 f!d6 f! c8 
24 4Jd2 �e7 25 f!d3 Jlf5. 25 . . .  
c5 was more precise. 26 E!b3 f!c7 
27 f!a3 � 28 E!a5 g6 29 4Jc4 
�g7? A serious mistake and the 
advantage is gone. 29 . . .  Jle6 was 
good. 30 4Jd6�f8. The threat was 
4Je8+ . 31 4Jxf5 gf 32 f!hl? 
White returns a good deed. After 32 
f! e3! with the idea f! ea3 White 
would be all right. If 32 . . .  Jle 7 
then 33 f!f3. 32 • • •  � 33 E! xhS 
�g6 34 f! hl e4 35 b3. In case of 
35 c3 Black would transfer the 
knight to dS via e5. 35 • • •  Jld4 36 
f3 Jlc3 37 f!a4 4Jb6 38 f!a6 
f!d7. Black's pieces are very active 
and the passed pawn cannot be 
stopped. 39 f!dl Jlb2+ 4O �xb2 
E! xdl 41 f! xa7 4Jd5 42 c4 e3 43 
cd e2 44 f!e7 el� 45 f! x�1 
f! xel 46 dc f!e6 47 b4 E! xc6 48 
b5 f!e6 49 �c3� 50 �d4�e7 
51 a4 �d6 52 a5 E! e5 53 �c4 
f! c5+ 54 �b4 E! c2 55 g4 fg 56 fg 
f! xg2 57a6 f! xg4+ 58��c7 
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59 b6+ ctt>c6 60 a7 �b7 61 ctt>b5 
E!g6 62 ctt>c5 §h6 0-1. 

Fischer-Kovacevic 
Zagreb 1970 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4Jc3 Ab4 4 a3:­
White prefers the pair of bishops 
and pays for it dearly: his pawn 
centre is destroyed and, besides, he 
is getting behind in development. 4 
�g4 allows Black quick develop­
ment and initiative in the centre 
after 4 . . .  4Jf6 S �xg7 §g8 6 
"tIrh6 c5 7 as (or 7 dc d4 8 a3 §g6 9  
�4 Aa5, or 7 e5 cd a a3 dc 9 ab cb 
10 Jlxb2 "tIrb6) 7 . . .  §g6 8 �e3 
Jla5 9 Jld2 cd 1 0  "tIrxd4 4Jc6. 4 
• • •  Jlxc3+ 5 bc de 6 �g4 4Jffi. 
The most logical. After 6 . . . <it>f8, 7 
�xe4 White's bishops could 

. become very powerful. 7 "tIrxg7 
§g8 8 "tIrh6 4Jbd7. Worse is 8 . . .  
§g6 9 "tIreS-4Jc6 10  Jlb2 i!fd6 I I  
f3 ef 1 2  4Jxf3 Jld7 1 3 0-0-0 0-0-0 
14 c4 4Jg4 I S  "tIrd2 f5 1 6  d5 with 
clear advantage for White, as in 
Fischer-Uhlmann, Zagreb 1970. 8 
. . .  c5 9 4Je2 §g6 10  "tIrd2 4Jc6 I I  
dc Jld7 1 2  § b l  White's advantage 
is also evident. The text move 
prepares for the QB fianchetto. 9 
4Je2. 9 Jlb2 4Jb6 10  c4 4Ja4 I I  
0-0-0 Ad7 1 2  f3 "tIre7 1 3  fe 4Jxe4 
14 "tIre3 f5 1 5  4Jf3 c5 gives Black a 
strong initiative. 9 • • •  b6 10 Jig5 
"tIre7. Black threatens . . .  4Jg4, 
prepares to castle long and at the 
same time prevents his opponent 
from castling. The reply is forced. 
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1 1  �h4 .,ilb7 12 4Jg3 h6!. A 
natural move removing the 
pressure on the diagonal h4--d8. As 
a matter of fact it refutes White's 
strategy. 13 Ad2? 1 3  �xh6 was 
not good because of 1 3  . . .  4Jg4 
1 4  .,ilxe7 4Jxh6 1 5  .,ilh4 flg4 and 
Black wins a piece. 1 3  .,ilxh6 
flg4 14 �h3 0-0-0 1 5  .,ilc2 flgg8 
gives Black excellent play ou 
the king's wing. 1 3  J.l r l  was 
nece�sary in order to allow the 
queen a retreat. 13 • • .  0-0-0 14 
Ae2 4Jf8. White's queen is in dire 
straits. 15 0-0 4Jg6 16 �xh6. 1 6  
�h3 4Jd5 1 7  �xh6 4Jh4 would 
also give Black a dangerous 
initiative. 16 • • •  flh8 17 �g5 
fldg8 18 f3 e3! ( 88) . 

Bad is 1 8  . . .  4Jh4 1 9 fe fl xg5 20 
Axg5 etc. 19 Axe3. If 1 9  �xe3 
then 1 9  . . .  4Jd5 and in case of 20 
�g5 there is 20 . . .  to. 19 • • •  4Jf8 
20 �b5 4Jd5 21 �. If the bishop 
retreats, first 2 1  . . .  a6 and then . . .  
�h4. 21 • • •  a6 22 �d3 fl xh2 23 
flhl �h4 24 fl xh2 �xh2 25 
4Jfl. On 25 4Je4, Black finishes 
with 25 . .  fl x  g2+ 26 �e l f5 27  

4Jf2 4Jxe3 28 �xe3 H.  25 • • •  

fl xg2+ 26 �el �h4+ 27 �d2 
4Jg6. All the black pieces have 
joined the attack. There is no 
defence. 28 flel 4Jgf4 29 .,ilxf4 
4Jxf4 30 �e3 fln! 0-1. 

E 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  4Jc3 .,ilb44 e5 e5 
5 a3 .,ilxe3+ 6 he 4Je7 (89) . 

In the main line of the Winawer 
Variation White allows doubled 
pawns in taking Black's KB. So 
White's pawn structure is damaged 
but Black is weak on the dark 
squares. These characteristics make 
the basis of the further strategical 
plans. Here White can choose 
betweFn two continuations. 7 �g4 
is more aggressive and tends to take 
advantage of the weakened black 
K-side. 7 4Jf3 or 7 a4 is more 
peaceful. White develops quietly 
trying to create a position which 
would suit his pair of bishops. In the 
former case we recommend 7 . . .  
0-0, a move which avoids sharp, 
unclear lines, finishes development 
and seeks for counterchances in the 

pressure on White's pawn centre 
(after . . .  ffi) and on the f-file. We 
analyse the variation in the games 
Gligoric-Pietzsch, Levy-Farago 
and Korchnoi-Bronstein. 

After 7 4Jf3 or 7 a4 Black puts 
pressure on c3 by an early sally of 
the queen to a5. The strategical 
plans are many and varied, but the 
basic characteristic is a possibility 
to break White's pawn centre. The 
games will show you what to do in 
this position. 

Kaplan-Moles 
Skopje Olympiad 1 972 
1 e4e6 2d4d53 4Je3 Ab44e5 e55  
a3' White can try to avoid doubled 
pawns by playing first 5 Ad2. 
However, after 5 . . .  4Jei 6 a3 
Axc3 7 .,ilxc3b68b4 �c7 9 4Jf3cb 
1 0 .,ilx b4 Aa6 1 1  .,ild3 Axd3 1 2 cd 
4Jbc6 1 3  flc l �d7Blackhasagood 
game. Incaseof5 �g4thebestreply 
is 5 . . .  4Je7. 6 �xg7 is not 
dangerous: 6 . . .  flg8 7 �h6cd 8 a3 
Aa5 etc. If6 a3 Black can answer 6 
. . .  �a5 7 ab �xa I 8�d l  cd9 4Jb5 
0-0 l O 4Jc7 Ad7 1 1 4Jxa8 4Ja6and 
Black had an excellent game, 
Jansa-Korchnoi, Luhacovice 1 969. 
5 • • •  Axe3+ 6bc 4Je77 4Jf3Ad7. 
Black expects a4, transposing into 
the main line. That was the best 
choice for White. Westerinen­
Uhlmann, Halle 1 963, went 8 Ad3 
Aa4! 9 0-0 �c7 1O  flel  h6 1 1  fl b l  
4Jd7 1 2  c4 0-0 1 3  cd 4Jxd5 1 4  
.ilxh6?! gh 1 5 4Jg5hg I6 �h5 flfb8 
1 7  �xg5+ �ffi and Black beat 
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back the attack. 8 .,ile2?! .,ila4! 
(90) . 

90 

W 

Black blocks White's Q-side, 
preparing for pressure on the c-file. 
The pawn on c2 is constantly under 
fire and ties down White's pieces. 
Besides, White is deprived of a4 and 
.,ila3 which is one of the natural 
choices. 9 fl hi. After 9 0-0 �c 7 1 0  
c4 de  I I  de  4Jd7 1 2  fl b i  4Jxc5 1 3  
Axc4 0 -0  14  �e2 flac8 Black 
would have a clear advantage. 
9 • • •  �e7 10 de. Otherwise, 
playing . . .  4Jd7, . . .  flc8 and 
. . .  cd, Black has active play 
along the c-file. 10 • • •  4Jd7 11 
flb4 Ac6. I I  . . .  4J xc5 does not 
work owing to 1 2  fl x a4 4Jxa4 1 3  
Ab5+ . 12 flg4 4Jg6. 1 2  . . .  0-0 
led to evident advantage. In case of 
1 3  �d2 threatening 1 4  fl xg7+ 
�xg7 15 �h6+ and 4Jg5 Black 
replies 1 3  . . .  to, breaking the 
centre, with the superior game. 13 
�d4 0-0-0. 1 3  . . .  4Jdxe5 14  
4Jxe5 �xe5 1 5  �xe5 4Jxe5 1 6  
fl xg7  4Jg6 i s  not good because of 
1 7  Ag5 followed by 1 8  Affi and 
better ending for White. 14 .ilf4 
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i!Ya5. The attempt to break White's 
centre with 1 4  . . .  �xf4 I S  i!Yxf4 
ffi fails after 1 6  .§ xg7 fe 1 7  i!Yg3. 15 
-'te3 .§hg8. Preparing for the 
attack on eS by . . .  i!Yc7 now that g7 
is defended. After I S  . . .  i!Yxa3 1 6  
0-0 i!YaS White would have some 
play on the open lines ofthe Q-side, 
but it could be tried. 16 -'td3 f!j 17 
.§ xg6?!. Trying to hold eS White 
sacrifices the exchange. Better was 
I 7 ef gf 18 i!Yb4, although after 1 8  
. . . '§'c7 Black has excellent play 
in the centre. 17 • • •  hg 18 �g5 f4. 
White threatened �xe6 or �f7 
with an eye on d6 and Black's 
counterplay is just in time. 19 
Axf4 �xc5 20 i!Yb4? The 
ending, an exchange down, will be 
very difficult. With queens on the 
board it  would be somewhat easier. 
20 • • •  i!Yx b4 21 ab �xd3+ 22 cd 
<3i>d7 23 -'tg3. Black's rooks will 
become very active now. 23 <3i>e2 
was better a�d if23 . . .  d4 then 24 
c4 since 24 . . .  Jlxg2 25 .§g 1 is out 
of the question. 23 • • •  as! 24 ba 
.§a8 25 <3i>d2 .§ xa5 26 �f3 
.§a2+ 27 'itte3 .§c2 28 �d4. 
Black's active pieces should decide. 
28 <3i>d4 would be met by 28 . . .  
.§a8. 28 . . .  .§ xc3 29 .§al .§ c5 
30 f3 .§c8 31 Ael Ab5 and for 

draw was 

5 a3 Jlxc3+ 6 be �e7 7 a4. A 
natural move preparing for Jla3 
and preventing the blockade of his 
Q-side by . . .  Jla4 or perhaps . . .  
·t!raS -a4 in some cases. 7 • • •  �bc6 
8 �f3 i!Ya5 9 Ad2. The 
alternative i!Yd2 we analyse on 
p. 1 1 7. The text move deprives White 
of the natural Jla3. 9 • • •  Jld7 10 
Ad3?!. Losing a whole tempo, 
since Black will have to play . . .  c4 
all the same. 10 c4 gives nothing: 1 0  
. . .  i!Yc7 I I  cd ed 1 2  dc 0-0 1 3  Ae2 
�xeS 14 0-0 �xf3+ I S  Axf3 
i!YxcS and White had no 
compensation for the pawn, 
Dubinin-Boleslavsky, USSR eh 
1 947.  10 • • •  c4 II -'te2 £6. 
Undermining White's pawn centre 
and preventing �gS at the same 
time. 12 0-0 fe 13 �xe5. Or 1 3  de 
�g6. 13 • • •  �xe5 14de O-0 15f4. 
I S  Ag4 was better. The text move 
allows a manoeuvre giving Black 
the advantage. 15 • • •  Jle8. This 
bishop will be well posted on g6. 16 
-'tg4 i!Yb6+ 17 'itthl -'tg6 18 i!Ybl 
i!Yc6 19 i!Yb5 i!Yc8 20 .§ a2 Jle4 21 
.§b2 b6 22 -'tf3. Black's bishop 
exerts unpleasant pressure on c2 
and White has to exchange it, but 
the resulting position favours 
Black's knight. 22 • • •  �xf3 23 
.§ xf3 �c6. The threat is 24 . . .  a6 some reason a 

agreed . White's 
hopeless. 

position IS 25 i!rxb6 .§b8. 24 .§bl i!re8 25 

S. Nikolic-Ivkov 
Sarajevo 1 967 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  �c3 -'tb4 4 e5 c5 

.§el .§c8 26 i!rbl �. Attacking 
a4, Black earns a tempo he needs to 
transfer the knight to cS. 27 i!ral 
�b7 28 Ae3 .§c7 29 Ad4 .§ c17 
30 .§efl i!Yc6 (91) . 

91 

W 

30 . . .  l£)cS was consequent and 
in case of 3 1  JlxcS be, owing to the 
pressure on f4, Black will take the b­
file with the superior game. The 
text offers White an attacking 
opportunity on the king's wing. 31 
g4! l£)c5 32 f!j �e4 33 i!rdl i!Yxa4 
34 £6. 34 fe .§ xf3 35 .§ xf3 .§ xf3 
36 i!Yxf3 i!Ye8 and Black wins back 
the pawn (37 i!YfS g6) . 34 • • •  i!Ye8 
35 g5. 35 fg .§ xf3 36 gfi!r+ .§ xffi 
gives nothing and White decides to 
open another file. 35 • • •  �xg5 36 
.§g3 �e4 37 .§g2 'itth8 38 .§fgl 
.§g8 39 i!Yh5? At first glance 
logical, but giving Black an 
important tempo. 39 Ae3, 
threatening Ah6, would force 
Black to give up the exchange on 
g7. 39 • • .  g6! 40 i!Yf3. 40 .§ xg6 
.§ xg6 41 .§ xg6 .§ffi 42 .§h6 
i!rxhS 43 .§ xhS as and White�s 
rook has gone astray while the a­
pawn becomes dangerous. 40 • • •  

g5 41 h4 h6 42 hg l£)xg5 43 i!Yg4 
.§h7 44 .§fl. 44 i!YM is more 
resistant. 44 • • •  �e4 45 i!Yf3 
.§ xg2 46 i!Yxg2 i!Yh5+ 47 <3i>gl 
.§17. Preventing f7 and threaten-
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ing i!YgS. 48 .§al i!Yg5 49 
i!Yxg5 hg 50 <3i>g2 <3i>h7 51 .§hl+ 
<3i>g6 52 .§h8 '1t>f5 53 .§g8 a5 54 
.§b8 �c5! . . .  �d7 cannot be 
parried and the key pawn falls. 55 
.§g8 a4 56  .§g7 .§ f8 57 .§a7 .§d8 
58 'ittg3 �d7 59 .§ xa4 �xe5 60 
.§al l£)d7 61 17 .§f8 62 .§a7 
.§ xf'1 63 -'i.xb6 .§h7 64 -'td4 e5 
65 Ae3 l£)£6 66 .§a5 g4 67 'ittg2 
.§h3 68 Ad2 <3i>e4 69 .§a8 l£)h5 
70 .§ e8 �f4+ 71 <3i>gl <3i>f3 72 
.§f8 g3 73 Axf4 ef74 .§d8 g2 75 
.§h8 .§hl+ �I. 

R Byrne-Korchnoi 
Skopje Olympiad 1 972 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �c3 Ab4 4 e5 c5 
5 a3 -'i.xc3+ 6bc �e7 7 &4 i!Ya5 8 
Ad2 �bc6 9 l£)f3 Ad7 10 Ab5. 
Trying to provoke . . .  a6. 1 0  �gS is 
not promising, e.g.: 1 0  . . .  h6 I I  
�h3 i!Yc7 1 2  i!Yg4 0-o-o 1 3  Ad3 
fS 1 4  i!rxg7 .§dg8 I S  i!Yffi .§ffi 1 6  
i!Yh4 .§fg8 1 7  f3 .§ xg2 1 8  l£)f4 
.§gg8 and in Kostro-Uhlmann, 
1 959, Black had an excellent game. 
10 • • •  i!Yc7 II 0-0 0-0 12 .§el b6. 
Black's reaction to White's tenth 
has been the best; cS is strengthened 
and K-side castling allows 
counteraction with . . .  ffi. 13 Ad3 • 

Retreating the bishop to his natural 
place and threatening Axh7+ . 13 
• • •  h6 14 i!Ycl. 14 Axh6 did not 
work: 1 4  . . .  gh I S  i!Yd2 <3i>g7 1 6  
i!Yf4 �g8! 1 7  .§e3 �ce7 etc. so 
White reinforces it, forcing the 
blockade . . .  c4. 14 • • •  c4 15 Ae2 
£6. The attack on eS and the 
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open f-file offer good prospects. 
White must keep the point eS since 
1 6  ef � xffi allows the doubling of 
rooks with very good play. 16 Jif4 
lfJg6 17 Jig3 fe 18 de lfJge7 19 
.!fJd4 lfJxd4 20 cd .!fJf5 21 e3 Jie8 
(92) . 

92 

W 

The bishop is bound for his new 
diagOl'!.aI-b I -h 7 .  Black has 
resolved all his difficulties. 22 ltg4 
Jig6 23 ilra3 ilrn 24 13. The 
threat was 24 . . .  lfJxg3 while 24 
Jixf5 Jixf5 is in Black's favour, 
too. 24 • • •  lfJxg3 25hgb5 26 Ah3 
Jid3 27 ilrcl ilre7. Owing to the 
pressure on e6 White can keep the 
balance. 28 i!:fa3 �. If 28 . . .  
ilrd 7 then 29 i!:fd6 is not pleasant. 
29 f4 ilrxa3 30 � xa3 <:l;e7 31 
�a2 <:l;d7 32 �b2 �ab8 33 �b5 
.Ilf5. Weak is 33 . . .  Jie4 34 
� xe4! de 35 dS and White would 
win. The pressure on e6 and the 
threat � xdS+ asks for the 
exchange of bishops. 34 Axf5 
� xf5 35 �ebl <:l;e6 36 a5 �n 37 
<:l;r.z �tb7 38 <:l;e3 g6 39 <:l;d2 
�f8 40 �5b2 b5 41 �hl a6 42 
�bbl t-!. 

S. Garcia-Uhlmann 
Havana 1 964 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 lfJc3 JiM 4 e5 
lfJe7 5 a3 .\lxc3+ 6 be e5 7 a4 
lfJbc6 8 .£)£J ilra5 9 Ad2 Jid7 10 
.\le2. The best choice. In order to 
carry out . . .  f6 or . . . f5 Black will 
have to prepare for it with . . .  c4 
and jtd3 would be just a loss of 
tempo. 10 • • •  d. 10 . . .  ffi is too 
early, e.g. I I  c4 ilrc7 12 ef gf l 3 cd 
and the open position favours 
White's bishops. Playing . . .  c4, 
Black is ready to strike with his f­
pawn. White can react in different 
ways. The plan he chooses in our 
game is dubious. 11 h4. The 
intention is to shatter Black's K­
wing by advancing the pa.wn to h6, 
but the action needs time and Black 
reacts in the centre, seizing the 
initiative. II . . .  f6 12 b5. 1 2  ef gf 
proves only that h4 was useless. 12 
• • •  fe 13 h6 gh 14 lfJxe5 lfJxe5 15 
deO--O-4} 16 � xh6 ( 93) . I t isevident 
that White's plan has been too slow. 

93 

B 

16 • • •  §dfB. More precise than 
16 . . .  lfJg6 1 7  l1.gS i!:fxc3+ 18  

<:l;n � dffi 19  Affi � x ffi 20  ef 

i!:fxffi 2 1  �a3, although 2 1  . . .  
i!:fg7 would have given Black better 
play in Fischer-Padevsky, Varna 
Olympiad 1 962. The text move 
threatens . . .  lfJg6. 17 Jig4. Or 1 7  
f4 lfJg6 1 8  g3 i!:fcS with dangerous 
threats. 17 • • •  lfJg6 18 r:;;;n. This 
loses a pawn. However, after 1 8  
ilre2 i!:fc 7 ,  the pawn is again lost. 
18 • • •  i!:fb6 19 ilrel lfJxe5 20 .\le3 
i!rd6 21 Jih3 lfJe6 22 .\lcl �e8 23 
Jia3 ilrh2 24 �dl i!:fhl+ 25 <:l;e2 
i!:fxel + 26 � xel lfJd8 27 <:l;d2 
<:l;e 7 28 £4 a5 29 jt e5 lfJn 30 � f6 
lfJd6. The threat 3 1  . . .  lfJe4+ asks 
for the exchange on d6. 31 .\lxd6+ 
<:l;xd6 32 f5 �e7 33 fe Axa4 34 
�al b5 35 �afl. It was better to 
keep the rook on a 1 in order to 
prevent the break-through b4. 35 
• • •  �he8 36 �n <:l;e5 37 � xe7 
� xe7 38 �n <:l;d6 39 �f8 b4! 40 
eb. Or 40 �a8 bc+ 4 1  <:l;xc3 <:l;cS 
42 � X aS+ AbS followed by . . .  
d4. 40 • . •  ab 41 c3b3 42 �b8<:l;e7 
43 �b4 Ae8 44 Af5 Ag6 45 g4 
<:l;d6 46 <itte3 <:l;e5 47 � b5 � c7 48 
�b6 �e7 49 §b5 Axf5 50 gf 
<ittxf5 51 <ittd4 <:l;xe6 52 �b6+ 
<:l;f5 53 �xd5 §e7 0-1. 

Stein-Uhlmann 
Stockholm Interzonal 1 962 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 lfJc3 AM 4 e5 e5 
5 a3 Axe3+ 6 be lfJe7 7 lfJf3 
lfJbc6 8 a4 i!:fa5 9 Ad2 Ad7 10 
Ae2 c4 II lfJg5. One of the ideas 
White resorts to in this well-known 
position. He prevents long castling 
and provokes . . .  h6, wishing to 
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manoeuvre his knight to h S  via h3 
and f4 whence it harrasses Black's 
K-side. But the manoeuvre takes 
time and Black can organize 
counter-measures. 1 1  • • •  h6 12 
.!fJh3 0--0-4} (94) . The attempt to 
thwart White's plan by 1 2  . . .  lfJg6 
gives better play to White after 1 3  
AhS lfJce 7 1 4  0-0 0-0-0 1 5  f4 
§ hg8 1 6  lfJf2 <:l;b8 1 7  i!:fe1 �c8 
1 8. .\le I ilrd8 19 .!fJd 1 as in 
Planinc-Timman, \\,ijk aan Zec 
1 974. 

94 

W 

13 O-O?!. The consequent move 
would be 1 3  lfJf4 but Black can 
hope for an equal game, e.g. 1 3  . . .  
lfJg8 1 4  0-0 f5 1 5  ef lfJ xffi 1 6  lfJg6 
§he8 1 7  § e l  e5 1 8  lfJxe5 lfJxe5 
1 9  de � x e5 20 Ae3 �de8. 
Sanguineti-Uhlmann, Mar del 
Plata 1 966. 13 • • •  f5. Blocking 
White's action and posing a 
dilemma: to open the position with 
14 ef or to accept the blockade. This 
time the latter is the choice. 14 f4? 
1 4  ef gf I S  lfJf4 is certainly better. 
Now Black's K-side is secure and he 
has a free hand on the other side of 
the board. 14 • • .  <:l;b8!. The square 
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c8 is needed for the knight on his 
way to b6 and a4. 15 ,§f3 �e8 16 
,§ g3 ,§hg8 17 Ael �b6. The 
pawn on a4 is defenseless and White 
tries to compensate for it in tactical 
complications. 18 .ila3 �xa4 19 
Ah5 ,ile8 20 Axe8 ,§dxe8 21 
�h5 �d8. �f7 would be 
disagreeable. 22 <it{hl �'b5 23 
�gl �d7 24 �e2 <it{a8 25 ,§g6 
t;§1 26 g4. Fishing in troubled 
waters but it cannot save him. 26 
• • •  �8 27 gf �!. 27  . . .  �xg6 
28 fg would give White some 
chances. 28 .ilM ef 29 ,§ xh6 gh 
30 �xf7 �xf7 31 ,§ xa4 b6. The 
remammg problems are just 
technical. 32 ,§al ,§g4 33 ,§fl 
�34 �g3 �e6 35 �h5 ,§e8 36 
Ae7 <it{b7 37 h3 ,§g6 38 Ah4 
<it{c6 39 �g3 �g7 40 <it{h2 <it{d7 
41 ,§ al a5 42 ,§bl ,§b8 43 JU6 
<it{e644 ,§al � a8 45 �bl �a646 
Ad8 <ittf7 47 Af6 <it{e6 48 Ad8 a4 
49 Axb6 a3 50 Ac5 <it{d7 51 �e2 
a2 52 �al �e6 53 .1ld6 h5 54 
<it{hl h4 55 AM �a8 56 Ad6 
<it{e8 57 AM <ittf7 58 Ad6 <it{g8 59 
Ae7 ,§g7 60 Ad6 <it{h8 61 AM 
,§ag8. Now that the king has found 
his refuge the penetration of the 
rooks decides quickly. 62 ,§ xa2 
�g2 63 �a6 � xe2 64 � xe6 
,§a8 65 ,§g6 ,§al+ 66 ,§gl 
,§ xgl+ 67 <it{xgl <it{g7 0-1. 

Suetin-Ivkov 
Rijeka 1 963 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �c3 ,ilM 4 e5 
�e7 5 a3 ,ilxc3+ 6 be c5 7 a4 

�bc6 8 �f3 �a5 9 Ad2 Ad7 10 
.Q.e2c411 0-0. The most logical and 
best. White finishes hisdevelopment 
and in case of . . .  ffi he is ready to 
exert pressure on thee-filewith � e  1 .  
n . . .  0-0-0. A flexible move. Black 
does not show his intentions on the 
K-side. 1 1  . . .  ffi 1 2  ef gf 1 3  �h4! 
0-0-0 14  ,ilh5 �hg8 1 5  g3 �g6 1 6  
�g2 �cc7 1 7  ,§r1  �f5 18 ,ilg4 
is adyalltagcous to '''hite, as in 
Bannik-Ivkov, Rijeka 1 963. 12 
�g5. The alternative � e l  is 
analysed in the following game. 12 
• • •  �df8 13 ,ilh5. Trying to pro­
voke . . .  g6 after which . . . ffi loses in 
weight. 1 3  Jtg4, preventing the 
advance of the f-pawn, is met by 1 3  
. . .  h6 14 �f.3g5 1 5 �e l 5, and 1 3 f4 
by 5! . l3 . . .  �d8. If l 3  . . .  ffi, then 
1 4  �f7 and �d6+ . So Black de­
fends f7 in order to prepare . . .  ffi. 14 
f4f6. 1 4  . . .  5 is aseriousalternative. 
15 �f3. �h3 seems more logical. 
Black would answer it with 1 5  . . .  5 .  
15  • • •  £51 16  �g5 (95) . 

95 
B 

1 6  . . .  g6 was threatened and 
now we see that White has 
presented Black with several tempi. 

16 • • •  h6 17 � ,§fg8 18 �hl 
g6 19 Ae2 �f7 20 �el. Doing all 
to stop . . .  g5. 20 • • •  �h7 21 �f3 
�hg7 22 �g3 �c6 23 Ael. 
White has no plan and is just 
waiting. He would play Ad2 in 
reply to 23 . . .  g5. 23 • • •  -&d8 24 
Ad2 -&e7 25 a5. Allows the 
blockade of the -&-side after which 
he has no counter-play on that side. 
� b l  came into consideration. 25 

• • •  a6 26 -&b2 �a7. The knight is 
transferred to b5 to remove possible 
threats on the b-file. 27 -&M �d8 
28 �gl �b5 l+ Black can try to 
play on. 

Suetin-Hasin 
Tallinn 1 965 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �c3 .1lM 4 e5 
�e7 5 a3 .1lxc3+ 6 be c5 7 a4 
�be6 8 �f3 -&a5 9 Ad2 Ad7 10 
Ae2 c4 n 0-0 0-0-0 12 ,§ el. 
More natural than �g5 and 
directed against ' "  ffi. White's 
idea is to take on ffi and continue 
.1}JI ,  g3, Ah3 increasing the 
pressure on e6. 12 • • •  £5. Played 
consequently. On 1 2  . . .  ffi White 
can keep the tension with An . 13 
ef gf 1'4 Afl �£5. The knight can 
reach e4 via d6. 15 g3. 
Suetin-Uhlmann, Berlin 1 967,  
went: 15 -&c 1 h5 1 6  -&a3 �dg8 1 7  
EXab l  �8 1 8  �b4 EXh7 19 h3 
EX hg7 20 Af4 .ilc6 21  �h2 �d7 !  
followed by  �f7 -<16, and Black had 
a very good game. 15 • • •  �ce7. 1 5  
' "  �6 1 6  �e3 �e4 1 7  Ae l �7 
18 �h4 �g6 is also good. 16 �bl. 
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A dubious idea. 1 6  .Q.h3 was called 
for, although Black retains a 
promising position with . . .  h5. 16 
• • •  �d6 17 -&M �xM 18 cb 
�e4 19 b5. The threat Ab4 forces 
the exchange on d2. 19 • • •  �xd2 
20 �xd2 �£5 21 c3 �d6 22 Ah3 
EXhe8 23 f4. . . .  e5 is prevented, 
but there is counterplay on the 
other wing. 23 • • •  �e7 24 ,§ e3 a6! 
25 ba ba 26 �r.z � b8 27 ,§a2 £5. 
Dominating the only open line, 
Black has a superior game. He can 
double the rooks and jump into e4, 
increasing his advantage. White 
must react energetically on the 
K -side and he does so, but the 
action creates new weaknesses and 
offers his opponent new motives. 28 
g4fg 29  Axg4 EXe7. Black is ready 
to attack f4 by doubling rooks. 30 
EXe5? 30 �h3 was better, e.g.: 30 

· . . ,§ffi 3 1  �l'3 ,§ef7 32 �j3. 30 lS 
� x� 3 I Ax5 �f7 was �&n� 
bad. 30 • • •  �f8 31 �e3 EXef7!. 
The pawn sacrifice is the price of a 
strong initiative. 32 Axe6 Axe6 
33 � xe6 � xf4 34 � e7+ . The 
threat is ' "  EXh4 and White 
decides to take on h 7. 34 • • •  �e6 
35 EX xh7? (96) .  A mistake leading 
to defeat. Chances of resistance 
were offered by 35 ,§ e6, since 35 
· . .  ,§t2 36 EX xd6+ �xd6 37 
�xc4+ is not good and 35 . . .  
,§h4 can be replied to by 36 �f3 
,§h3 37 ,§t2 �d7 38 EXe5 etc. 
35 • • •  � 4£5? The winning move 
was 35 . . .  �e4! threatening to 
take on d2 and c3 and 36 ,§c2 EXt2 
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renews the threat. Now 36 . . .  
E!e8+ is threatened but White's 
king can take shelter. 36 <;Ite2 
E!f2+ 37 <;Itel �e4 38 E!h6+ 
<;Itc7 39 E!h7+ <;Itc6 40 E!h6+ 
<;Itc7 41 E!h7+ <;Itc8 42 E!a7 
�xc3 43 E!a8+ <;Itd7 44 E! xfB 
E! xfB. The material is reduced but 
Black has retained good chances 
owing to active pieces and White's 
pawn weaknesses. 45 E!a3 E!e8+ 
46 <;Itfl �e4 47 �f3 c3. There was 
no need to hurry with this move. 
Better was 47 . . .  E! b8 followed by 
the further approach of the king. 
The text move frees d3 for White's 
knight whence it will control 
important squares in the centre and 
on the �-wing. 48 E!a2 E!b8 49 
�e5+ <;Ite6 50 �d3 <;Itf5 51 <;Ite2 
a5 52 E!al E!h8 53 E!fl + <;Ite6 54 
.!bf4+ <;Itd6 55 E!gl!. The pawn 
sacrifice activates pieces and a draw 
becomes inevitable. 55 
E! xh2+ 56 <;Itd3 E!d2+ 57 <;Ite3 
c2 58 E!g6+ <;Itd7 59 E!g7+ 1--!' 

Smyslov-Letelier 
Venice 1 950 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  �c3 Jlb4 4 e5 c5 

5 a3 Jlxc3+ 6 bc �e7 7a4 �a5 8 
�d2. More consequent and logical 
than lld2 which deprives White of 
the natural Aa3. 8 • • •  �bc6 9 
�f3 cd? The exchange of queens 
leads into a difficult

' 
ending. A 

better choice, 9 . . .  Ad 7, is 
analysed on p. 1 1 6. 10 cd ilrxd2+ 
II  J1.xd2. On I I  <;It xd2 Black 
continues I I  . . .  �f5 and . . .  �a5. 
II . . .  �f5 12 Ac3!. But not 1 2  c3 
�a5. White controls as vacating 
d2 for the king. 12 • • •  ,1ld7 13 
,1ld3 E!c8 14 <;Itd2 0-0 15 a5 E!c7 
16 E!hel. A preventive move 
directed against Black's 
counterplay based on . . .  ffi. 16 • • •  

f6? (97) .  Correct was 1 6  . . .  a6 in 
order to regroup the pieces with . . .  
�a 7 and . . .  ,1lb5. 

97 

W 

17 ,1lxf5!. Opening the e-file 
instead of the f-file favours White. 
The bishops of opposite colour do 
not play a significant role. 17 • • •  ef 
18 ef E! xf6 19 E!abl h6 20 E!b5. 
The pawns on d5 and b7 are 
exposed and White exerts pressure 
on them systematically. 20 • • •  .Q.e6 
21 E!ebl E!f17 22 �el. The 

knight is moved to the best position, 
the square d3, whence it controls 
important squares and where it 
becomes very mobile. 22 • • •  f4 23 
f3 g5 24 �d3 <;1th7 25 E!el E!f626 
E! c5. This threatens �b4 winning 
a pawn and forces simplification 
which shows his advantage more 
clearly. 26 • • •  E!c8. Or 26 . . .  b6 
27 ab ab 28 E!b5 E!b7 29 �c5. 27 
�b4 � xb4. 27 . . .  �e7 is refuted 
by 28 �xd5! �xd5 29 E! xe6! 
E! xc5 30 E! xffi E! xc3 3 1  E!d6 or 
30 . . .  �xffi 3 1  dc �d7 32 <;Itd3! 
�xc5+ 33 <;Itc4 etc. 28 E! xe6! 
E! xe6 29 E! xeS �c6 30 a6!. A 
little combination wins a pawn. 30 
• • •  ba 31 E!c7+ <;Itg6 32 E!d7 
�e7 33 J1.b4 �f5 34 E! xd5. The 
passed pawns in the centre must 
win. 34 • • •  �e3 35 E!d8 �xg2 36 
d5 E!b6 37 ,1lc5 E!b7 38 E!c8 
�4 39 <;Ite2 �f5 40 E! c6+ <;Ith5 
41 d6 E!d7 42 E!c7 1-0. (42 . . .  
E!d8 is met by 43 d7 followed by 
E! xa7 and ,1lb6.)  

Smyslov-Bolesla vsky 
Moscow 1 94 1  
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �c3 11b4 4 e5 c5 
5 a3 .Q.xc3+ 6 bc �e7 7 a4.�a5 8 
�d2 �bc6 9 �f3 c4? Too early. 
The pressure on White's pawns is 
weakened, the diagonal a3-ffi has 
been opened to White's QB and 
White has a free hand to start an 
action on the K-side. 10 g3! 0-0 II  
,l}g2 f6 12  ef E! xf6. 1 2  . . .  gfwas 
preferable. Now Black has to worry 
about his backward pawn on e6 
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and the weak square e5. 13 0-0 
,1ld7 14 Aa3. White has a clear 
plan: he will fix the weakness at e6 
and then increase the pressure on 
the e-file. 14 • • •  E!e8 15 �4. 
Prepares f4 which excludes . . .  e5 
for good. 15 • • •  �c8? 1 5  . . .  �f5 
was called for in order to exchange 
the knights because after f4 White's 
knight will constantly threaten to 
jump on e5 or g5. 16 f4 �6e7 17 
E!tbl! ( 98) . 
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Before he undertakes an action 
on the king's wing White wants to 
prevent any counteraction on the 
other wing. 17 • • •  �c7 18 a5 Ac6 
19 �f3 �g6 20 �e5. The knight's 
position is dominant while the 
exchange on e5 leads to very strong 
pressure on the f-file, e.g. 20 . .  : 
�xe5 2 1  fe E!f7 22 E!fl E! xfl+ 23 
E! xfl �xa5 24 .llb4 �c7 25 '/!rf4 
h6 .26 ,1lf3 followed by .Q.h5 and a 
devastating attack. 20 • • •  �ce7 21 
,1lc5 a6 22 �g4. White has 
blocked the Q-wing and turns his 
attention to the other side. 22 • • •  

E!f7 23 E!el �f5 24 E! e2 h6 25 
E!ael �c8 26 ��f3. Vacating g2 
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for the rook and preparing for the 
advance of the pawns. 26 • • •  \fih7 
27 §fl f!/e7 28 f!/el � Or 28 
. . .  f!/d 7 29 �f2 �ffi 30 lth5 g6 3 1  
ltf3 threatening �g4 and if 3 1  . . .  
h5 then 32 �h3. 29 �e5 §f6 30 
g4 �d6 31 f!/g3 fJf7. Or 3 1  . . .  
�e4 32 �xe4+ de 33 �xc4 11b5 
34 �d6. The text move loses the 
exchange. 32 g5 �xe5. Forced. 
The threat was g6+ . 33 gf �xf3+ 
34 § xf3 gf35 £5. White will strike 
on the g-file. 35 • • •  i!rxg3+ 36 
§ xg3 e5 37 §eg2 �d7 38 §g7+ 
�h8 39 § 7g6 \fih7 40 Jta3! ed 41 
Ac1 1-O. On 41  . . .  .§e l+ 42 �f2 
§ xcl  .§g7+ mates. 

Fischer-Uhlmann 
Stockholm Interzonal 1 962 
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 �c3 JtM 4 e5 e5 
5 a3 Jtxe3+ 6 be �e7 7 �f3 
�bc6 8 a4 f!/a5 9 f!/d2 Jtd7. The 
most flexible. 10 Ad3. An 
ambitious continuation provoking 
. . .  c4 in order to open the diagonal 
a3-ffi. Weaker is 1 0  Aa3 cd 1 1  cd 
f!/xd2+ 1 2  \fixd2 �f5 1 3  .§b l b6 
1 4  c3 �a5 1 5  Ab4 �c4+ 1 6  
ltxc4 d c  1 7  a 5  Ac6 with better 
play for Black, as in Kan-Botvinnik 
1 943. 10 • • •  16. A logical answer, 
undermining White's centre 
immediately. 1 0  . . .  e4 would be 
grist to White's mill. After I I  .ile2 
ffi 1 2  Jta3 0-0-0 1 3  0-0 �f5 1 4  
.§fe l  Jte8 1 5  g4 �fe7 16  Jtfl 
White would achieve more than in 
the game. 11 0-0. There is no 
danger in 1 1  efgf 1 2  de e5 1 3  c4 dc 

1 4  .ilxc4 f!/xc5 1 5  �b3 0-0-0 16  
0-0 �f5! 1 7  �a3 f!/b6 1 8  f!/e3 
\fib8 with a good game. 11 • • •  fe 
12 � xe5. Or 1 2  de 0-0 1 3  § e l  h6 
1 4  �a3 Jte8 1 5  f!/e3 b6 16 �d2 
�f5 1 7  f!/h3 f!/xc3 with level 
game, Smyslov-Uhlmann, Havana 
1 964. 12 • • •  �xe5 13 de 0-0. 

Black has finished his development 
and seeks counterplay on the open 
[-file. 14 d. 1 4  i!rg5 meets a good 
reply-1 4  . . .  .§f7. 14 • • •  f!/xd2. 
Another good plan is 1 4  . . .  f!/c 7 1 5  
§e l  Ac6 1 6  i!re2 dc 1 7  Axc4 
Ad5 1 8  Jtxd5 �xd5 as in 
Tringov -Korchnoi, Skopje 
Olympiad 1 972. 15 Axd2 Ae6 16 
a5 .§ad8. Black has posted his 
pieces on the best squares and has 
an excellent game. 17 Ae3. Ag5 is 
met by . . .  .§d7 and White forces 
the blockade of the centre. 17 • • •  

d4 18 Ad2 �g6 19 f4. 
Overestimating his �hances and 
giving Black an opportunity to seize 
the initiative. 1 9  Axg6 leads into a 
drawn ending. 19 • • •  �4 20 .§n 
.§d7. But not 20 . . .  g5 because of 
2 1  f5. 21 §e2 §df7 22 .§bl (99) . 
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22 • • • g5 23 fg. Bad is 23 f5 ef24 
Axg5 �xg2! 25 lth6 �e3! 26 
llxffi �xffi with the threat 27 . . .  
.§g7+ and a strong initiative. 23 

• • •  Axg2 24 § xg2 �xg2 25 
\fixg2 §f2+ 26 �g3 § xd2 27 
.§ xb7. Black has won the 
exchange but White has enough 
counterplay to keep the balanct;. 27 
• • •  .§f7 28 §b8+ �g7 29 .§e8 
§df2. Or 29 . . .  §£I2 30 .§ xe6. 30 
§ xe6 § 7f3+ 31 \fig4 §f4+ 32 
�g3 !--!-

Hartston -Uhlmann 
Hastings 1 972 /73 
1 e4 e6 2 �e3 d5 3 d4 AM 4 e5 
�e7 5 a3 Axe3+ 6 be e5 7 �f3 
Jtd7 8 a4 f!/a5 9 i!rd2 �be6 10 
Jte2. Less aggressive and less 
played than Ad3, this move does 
not offer Black a gain of tempo with 
. . .  c4. 10 • • •  .§e8. The most 
natural at this point. Black 
threatens . . .  cd with counterplay 
on th€ c-file and constrains White to 
show his cards. Black has the worse 
of it after 1 0  . . .  0-0 1 1  0-0 ffi 1 2  ef 
§ xffi 1 3  dc Ae8 1 4  c4 f!/c7 1 5  
Ab2 as well as after 1 0  . . .  ffi I I  ef 
gf 1 2 dc O-o-o 1 3 0-o e5 14 c4 d4 1 5  
f!/h6 �g6 16  �d2 f5 1 7  �b3 f!/c7 
1 8  f4, Bogdanovic-Uhlmann, 
Sarajevo 1 965. 11 de. The critical 
moment. White vacates d4, 
intending to transfer the knight to 
d6 if allowed. The shattered pawn 
structure is compensated by his pair 
of bishops. After 1 1  Ad3 cd! 1 2  cd 
i!rxd2+ 1 3  Axd2 b6 1 4  .§a3 0-0 
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1 5 0-0 §c7 Black had a good game 
in Timman-Korchnoi, Nice 1 974. 
11 • • •  �g6 12 0-0. In case of 1 2  
i!re3 Black should reply 1 2  . . .  d4 
1 3  �xd4 �xd4 1 4  f!/xd4 f!/xc5 
with level game. 12 • • •  �gxe5. 
Black had the worse of it after 1 2  
. . .  0-0 1 3  f!/e3 f!/c7 1 4  �d4! 
f!/xe5 1 5  �b5 f!/xe3 1 6  Jtxe3 a6 
1 7  �d6 in Smyslov-Uhlmann, 
Mar del Plata 1 966. 13 �xe5 
�xe5 14 f!/e3. Not energetic 
e n o u g h .  W h i t e  ha s  no  
compensation for the piece after 14  
i!rd4 ffi 1 5  Ah5+ g6 1 6  f4 .!£)c6 1 7  
i!rxffi §ffi 1 8  Axg6+ hg 1 9  
i§-xg6+ �d8. The best was 1 4  
i!rg5 .!£)g6 1 5  c4 but 1 5  . . .  0-0 is 
quite satisfactory. 14 • • •  .!£)g6 15 
Aa3 Ae6 16 f4 0-0. Black has 
finished his development and his 
play is easy. 17 i§-h3 .§ ed8 18 Jtb4 
f!/e7 19 Ad3 £5. Preventing a K­
side attack. 20 i§-g3 §f6. Or 20 . . .  
a5 2 1  lla3 Axa4 22 c6. 21 f!/e3? 
Correct is 2 1  a5. 21 • • •  a5 22 Aa3 
Axa4 23 Ab2 Jtc6 24 c4 §f7 25 
g3 §e7. A pawn up is enough to 
win. All he has to do is to overcome 
some tactical threats. 26 §ael 
i!rd7 27 f!/d4 a4 28 h4 de 29 
f!/xd7. If 29 f!/xc4 then 29 . . .  
f!/d5 is strong. 29 • • •  .§dxd7 30 
Axd .§d2 31 .§f2 § xf2 32 
�xf2 � 33 h5 .!£)f8 34 Ae5 
.§e8 35 Ad6 �d7 36 g4. White is 
trying to open the position as much 
as he can. It is the best chance now 
that . . . . .!£)ffi is threatened. 36 • . •  

fg 37 £5' 4Jf8 38 �g3 \fif6? ( 100) . 
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A mistake which could cost the 
game. After the correct 38 . . .  AG 
39 Axf8 <{fj>xf8 40 fe <{fj>e7 or 38 . . .  
�J3 39 fe+ 4Jxe6 Black could 
win. 39 Ae5+ ? Not seizing the 
Ae5+ ? Not selzmg the 
opportunity. After 39 fe 4Jxe6 40 
<{fj>xg4 g5 41  hg hg 42 §.fl +  or 39 
. . .  AG 40 e7 4Jd7 41 <{fj>f4 Black is 
defenceless. 39 • • •  <{fj>x5 40 Axg7 
4Jd7 41 Ad3+ <;t>g5 42 Axh7. 
More resistance was offered by 42 
h6 e5 43 Axh 7 4Jffi 44 Axffi+ 
�xffi 45 �xg4 §. h8 46 Ae4 
§. xh6, but the rook ending is lost 
all the same. 42 . . .  <;t> xh5 43 §. e2 
<tttg5 44 .11d4 .11f3 45 §. d2 4Jf8 46 
Ad3 4Jg6 47 §.h2 e5 48 Ae3+ 
.'::'Jf4 49 §.h7 a3 50 .11e4 <;t>g6 51 
§.h2 §.a8 52 e3 .11"'-5 0-1. 

Gligoric-Pietzsch 
Havana 1 962 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 4Je3 .11b4 4 e5 e5 
5 a3 .11xe3+ 6 be 4Je7 7 �g4. 
This early sally of the queen is a 
natural consequence of his fifth 
move. He took Black's KB and now 
tries to weaken his K-side by 
putting pressure on it. 7 • • .  6-0. 

This line is rarely played today, but 
it isthe mos t solid choice at this poin t. 
Black retains the possibility of 
counterplay on the Q-side while he 
meets threats to his king by . . .  5. 8 
ltg5. This is too early and allows 
counterpressure on the diagonal 
a5--e 1 . 8  h4 is not good either. Black 
replies 8 . . .  5 9 ef §. xffi with 
excellent play. In case of9 �f4 �c7 
his threats on the Q-side are not 
naive. 8 Ad3 is best met by8 . . .  c49 
Ae2 �a5 10  Ad2 ffi! 1 1  4JG 4Jbc6 
1 2 ef §. xffi 1 3 4Je5 4Jxe5 14de §.5 
15 f4 �a4 16  §.a2 Ad7 and the 
game is level, Zinn-Marsalek. 8 • • •  

�a5. Striking where it hurts and 
getting rid of the pin at the same 
time. 9 Axe7 �xc3+ lO�e2 4Jc6! 
and White is lost. 9 �h3 4Jg6. 9 . . .  
4Jbc6 also comes into consideration. 
10 Ad2 �a4. Again 1 0  . . .  4Jc6 
should have been considered. White 
canparrythedoublethreat tod4and 
c2. II 4Jf3 5. Dangerous is I I  . . .  
�xc2 1 2  4Jg5 h6 1 3  Ad3 �b2 14 
§.bl  �xa3 1 5  4Jxf7 with a strong 
attack. Now White is forced to take 
on ffi and open the f-file. 12 ef §. xf6 
13 .11d3 4Je6. In case of c4 White 
takes on g6 and plays 4Je5 with 
strong pressure. 14 �h5. The 
threat is 4Jg5. If now 14  . . .  
4Jce7 then .11g5 and Axe7. 14 

. . •  4Jf8 15 de e5 16 6-0 .ilg4 
( 101 ) .  

16  . . .  e4! 1 7  �xd5+ §.e6 1 8  
4Jg5 cd 1 9  cd h6 20  4Jxe6 .11xe6 
was advantageous to Black because 
White's pawns are not mobile. 17 
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�h4 4Jg6 18 Axg6 §. xg6 19 
4Jg5. Weak is 1 9  h3 AxG 20 
�xa4 §. xg2+ 2 1  �hl §.g4+ etc. 
The text move leads into an equal 
ending. 19 • • •  h6 20 h3 �xe2 21 
�xg4 �xd2 22 4Je4!. But not 22 
4JG �d3. 22 • • •  §. xg4 23 4Jxd2 

t-t. 

Korchnoi -Bronstein 
Leningrad 1 958 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3  4Je3 Ab4 4 e5 e5 
5 a3 Axe3+ 6 be 4Je7 7 ilfg4 6-0 
8 4Jf3. A natural developing move 
which thwarts any Q-side plans of 
his opponent, e.g. 8 . . .  �a5 9 Ad2 
�a4 1O  Ad3 c4 1 1  Axh7+ �xh7 
1 2  �h4+ �g8 13 �xe7 4Jc6 14 
�g5 � xc2 15 h4! �e4+ 16  �fl 
with an attack. 8 • • •  4Jbc6 9  Ad3 
5. Axh7+ was threatened. 10 ef. 
On 10  �g3 the best is 10  . . .  �a5 
1 1  Ad2 cd 12 cd �a4 13 �h4 
Ad 7 14 0-0 4Jg6 15 �h5 Ae8. 10 
• • .  §. xf6 II ltg5. The attempt at 
direct attack with I I  �h5 is 
repulsed by I I  . . .  h6 12 0-0 c4 1 3  
Ae2 Jld 7 and moving the bishop 
to g6 Black achieves a promising 
position. II • . .  '[jf7. I I  . . .  e5 1 2  
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JlxhH ! �xh7 1 3  i!rh5+ �g8 14 
Axffi gf 1 5  de 4Jxe5 16 4Jxe5 fe 
1 7  �g5+ �f7 18 0-0 and Black's 
king is exposed while the h-pawn 
can become very dangerous. 12 
Axe7. Nothing is gained by 12  
4Je5 4Jxe5 1 3  de  �c7 14  Axe7 
�xe5+ 15 �d2 c4 16  AxhH 
�xh7 1 7  Ac5 �c7 18 Ad4 e5 1 9  
�h5+ �g8 20  Axe5 ltg4 2 1  
Axc7 §. xf'2+ 22  �e3 §.e2+ 23  
�d4 Axh5, Fichtl-Fuchs, 1960. 
12 • • •  §. xe7 13 �h4 g6. An 
interesting alternative was 1 3  . . .  
h6 in order not to weaken the black 
squares. In that case g4 is met by 
. . .  e5. 14 6-0 e4 15 Ae2 Ad7 16 
§.fel �a5. Black has satisfactory 
compensation for the weakened 
squares around his king. 17 4Je5 
§.ae8! ( 102) . 

]{J,2 

W 

The only but good move. Black 
, prepares for the sacrifice of the 

exchange. 18 4Jg4 �xe3 19 �. 
Better than taking the exchange. 
After 1 9  4Jffi+ <tttg7 20 4Jxe8+ 
§. xe8 2 1  §.ed l  �xc2 Black has 
more than adequate compensation. 
19 . . .  §.g7 20 4Jh6+ <ttth8 21 
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.§edl. White can draw by 
perpetual check, but he wishes to 
try his last chance: ad\"ancing his h­
pawn. 21 • • •  �xe2 22 itf3 �b2 
23 h4 e3 24 h5 e2 25 <fJf5 gf 26 h6 
ed�+ 27 .§ xdl .§gS !--t. 

Levy-Farago 
Cienluegos 1973 
I e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 <fJc3 Ab4 4 e5 
<fJe7 5 a3 Axe3+ 6 be e5 7 �g4 
0-0 S <fJf3 <fJbe6 9 Ad3 f5 10 ef 
.§ xf6 I I  Ag5 .§f7 12 "§-h3. 
Apparently the best for White. The 
other moves allow Black to gain 
time, e.g. 1 2  �h5 g6 1 3  "§-h6 "§-c7 
14 0--0 c4 1 5  Axe7 .§ xe7 16  Ae2 
Ad7 1 7  �g5 .§f7 1 8  �e3 .§affi 
with excellent play for Black, or 1 2  
�h4 h6 1 3  Ad2 c4 14  Ae2 �c7 
and if �g3 then . . .  e5 with very 
strong counterplay. 12 • • •  h6. Or 
1 2  . . .  g6 1 3  <fJe5. 13 .\lg6 .§f8 14 
<fJe5 <fJ xe5 15 de �e7 16 Axe7 
�xe7. Now we see the sense of 
White's twelfth; Black has not won 
a tempo and the Ag6 exerts 
unpleasant pressure on the white 
squares .  However White 's  
advantage is  minimal and Black 
keeps the balance. 17 'te3? 
Correct was I 7 0-0 and if! 7 . . .  �g5 
then 1 8  �g3 � xg3 1 9  hg and 20 14. 
17 • • •  Ad7 IS 0-0. On 18 f4 Black 
would reply 1 8  . . .  Ab5 19 Ad3 c4 
20Ag6 �h4+ 2 1  g3 �g4or20Ae2 

Ae8-Ag6 with the superior game . 
IS . • •  �g5. Now the ending will be 
in Black's favour. 19 �xg5hg20e4! 
1 /(3) . 
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20 . . .  .§f4 was threatened and 
White must play actively. 20 • • •  de 
21 Ae4 .§ab8 22 .§adl Aa4 23 
.§d6 .§feS 24 Ag6 .§e7 25 .§fdl. 
Sacrificing a pawn White has 
activated his pieces and can hope 
for a draw. 25 • • •  .§f8 26 .§dS 
AeS 27 Ae4? Overestimating his 
chances. 27 Axe8 .§fxe8 28 
.§ xe8+ .§ xe8 29 .§d7 led into an 
equal rook ending. 27 . • •  Ah5! 2S 
.§ xf8+ 'It>xf8 29 .§dS+ 'It>f7 30 
'It>fl Ag6 31 Axg6+ 'It> xgfi 32 g4 
b6 33 'It>e2 .§b7 34 .§as 'It>f7 35 
.§eS? 35 'It>d2 still retained 
chances. The text move loses 
quickly. 35 • • •  .§d7 36 .§as e3 37 
'It>e3 b5 38 .§b8 a6 39 .§as .§d2 
40 .§a7+ 'It>gS41 .§ xa6 .§ xe2 42 
'It>d3 .§ cl 0-1. 

10 Pirc Defence 

I e4 d6 2 d4 <fJf6 3 <fJc3 gfi. 
This is the basic position of the Pirc defence, an opening which has 

become very popular. The Pirc offers Black a rich choice, many 
counterblows in the centre, while the possibility of castling on opposite 
sides often leads to sharp play. The position is very similar to those in the 
King's Indian but with one essential difference-White's c-pawn has 
remained on c2. It means that White is not so strong in the centre, but at 
the same time not so vulnerable either. He quickly develops his pieces. 
Black's counterplay is mostly: a) an action on the Q-side (c6-h5) ,  b) a 
counterblow in the centre (c5) , c) symmetrical pawn structure (with e5) . 

After the first moves White can 
choose many lines: 
A 4 14-p. 1 2 1  
B 4 Ag5-p. 1 33 
C 4 f3-- p. 1 36 
D 4 <fJ13-p. 1 4 1  
E 4 Ae2-p. 1 50 
F 4 g3-p. 1 52 

A 
I e4 d6 2 d4 <fJf6 3 <fJe3 g6 4 f4 

104 

B 

( 104) ical discussions and practical 
White builds up a powerful pawn 

centre which allows him to take 
space with e5 at a proper moment. 
If Black replies . . .  e5 White will be 
able to open the f-file (playing fe or 
51 . The variation is very popular 
and is often the subject of thcoret-

examinations. 
4 • • •  Ag7 5 <fJf3 
The alternatives arc 5 e5 and 5 

Ac4 see the games Bronstein­
Benko and Ljuboje\"ic-Jansal .  

5 • • .  0-0 6  Ad3 
The other possibilities arc: 
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6 Ae4 {)xe4 (6 . . .  cS 7 eS- see 
Velimirovic-Rajkovic) 7 Axf7+ 
.§ xf7 8 {)xe4 .§£B 9 0-0 h6 1 0  
{)g3 e6 with a passive but firm 
position. 

6 Ae3. This move has been 
played in a couple of games and it is 
difficult to assess it. 6 . . .  b6!? seems 
to be the best reply (6 . . .  {)c6 also 
comes into consideration) and then 
7 Ad3 cS (more precise than 7 . . .  
Ab7 8 fS cS 9 fg hg 10  dS) and now 
8 eS is met by 8 . . .  {)g4, while on 
other tries Black's position is solid, 
too. 

6 Ae2 was often played but after 
the simple 6 . . .  cS Black has a good 
game, e.g. 7 dc ( in case of 7 dS the 
best is 7 . . .  e6 8 de Axe6 followed 
by . . .  dS) 7 . . .  'l!raS 8 0-0 (or 8 
{)d2 'l!rxcS 9 {)b3 'l!rb6 10 �d3 
Ag4 etc.) 8 . . .  'l!rxcS+ 9 )fj>h l 
{)bd 7 ! .  Black has built a strong sort 
of a Sicilian position. 

6 e5 de (for 6 . . .  {)fd7 see 
Padevski-Matanovic) 7 de. White 
dominates more space in the 
coming ending, but it is not enough 
to increase the advantage. 
( Interesting but not sufficiently 
explored is 7 fe {)dS 8 Ac4 Ae6 9 
'l!re2-in case of9 {)xdS AxdS 10 
AxdS 'l!rxdS I I  'l!re2 the best 
reply is I I  . . .  bS in order to 
prevent c4 - 9 . . . {) xc3 10  bc 
Axc4 I I  'l!rxc4 {)d7 followed by 
. . .  {)b6 and good play on the 
black squares) 7 . . .  'l!rxd I +  8 
)fj>xdl  .§d8+ (8 . . .  {)g4 9 )fj>e l 
{)c6 10  h3 {)h6 I I  Ae3 ffi etc. is 

also possible) 9 Ad3 (or 9 )fj>e l 
{)e8 10  Ae3 {)c6 I I  AbS [6) 9 . . .  
{)e8 10  )fj>e2 {)c6 I I  Ae3 {)b4 
with good play. 

6 • • •  {)e6 7 0-0 
This is an improvement on the 

earlier 7 Ae3 (see Savon-Donner) or 
7 eS (see Parma-Keene, Matulovic­
Bronstein, Gligoric-Quinteros, 
Karpov-Nikolayevsky, and Suetin­
Zhidkov) . 

7 • • •  .ilg4 8 e5 
The alternatives are: 
8 'l!rel Sacrificing a pawn and 

hoping for an attack on the h-file, 
but the idea is not correct: 8 . . .  
Axf3 9 .§ xf3 {)xd4 1 0  .§h3 c6 I I  
fS 'l!rb6 1 2  )fj>h I {)g4 and Black is a 
pawn up and has the initiative. 

8 Ae3 eS. Black must seek for 
counterplay on the black squares. 9 
de (weaker is 9 fe de 10  dS {)d4 I I  
'l!rd2 {)xf3+ or I I  . . .  Axf3 1 2  gf 
{)hS with an equal game as in Hort­
Bobotsov, Noordwijk I 96S- 1 2  gf 
Ah3 1 3  .§f2 {)hS with excellent 
play in Estrin-Muchnik, USSR 
1967. On 9 {)e2thebest is9 . . .  cd 1 0  
{)exd4 .§e8with strongpressureon 
White's centre) 9 . . .  de 10 h3 ef I I  
Axf4 Ae6. The game is level. 

8 {)e2. This retreat cannot cause 
any problems. 8 . . .  eS (8 . . .  {)b4 
is also good) 9 fe de 10 dS {)d4 and 
in Tolush-Polugayevsky, USSR 
1 963, Black had at least equal 
chances. 

8 • • •  de 9 de {)d5 10 h3 
In case of 10  Ad2 good is 10  . . .  

{)d4 I I  Ae4 c6, and if 10  {)xdS 

'l!rxdS I I  h3 Ae6 ( I I  . . .  Axf3 1 2  
'l!rxf3 'l!rxf3 1 3  .§ xf3 .§ad8 14  
Ad2 .§d7  I S  Ac3 {)d4 is also 
good enough for a level game, as in 
Bagirov-Averbakh, USSR 1963) 
1 2  'l!re2 .§fd8 13 Ae4 {)d4 and 
Black has equalized; Markland­
Portisch, Hastings 1 970 /7 1 .  

10 • • •  {)xe3 1 1  be Af5 12 
Ae3. 

See the game Parma -Eising. The 
position is very interesting. White 
controls more space, but with his 
weak Q-side pawns he cannot hope 
for a greater advantage. 

Bronstein-Benko 
Monte Carlo 1 969 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 {)£6 3 {)e3 g6 4 f4 
.ilg7 5 e5 de S . . . {)fd 7 is also 
possible. After 6 Ae3 or 6 {)f3 
there is 6 . . .  cS breaking White's 
centre and after 6 {)e4 Black had a 
very good game in Bronstein­
Etruk, USSR 1 962: 6 . . .  0-0 7 {)f3 
cS 8 c3 cd 9 cd {)b6 10 Ae2 {)c6 
I I  0-0 Ae6. The pawn sacrifice 6 
e6 fe 7 {)f3 {)ffi 8 {)gS 0-0 9 Ae3 
{)dS etc . ,  as in Rosenberg­
Kremenetsky, USSR 1 972, yields 
nothing. 6 de. The alternative is 6 
fe and after 6 . . .  {)dS 7 Ac4 (weak 
is 7 {)e4 {)b4! threatening . . .  
'l!rxd4 and . . .  AfS) 7 . . .  {)xc3 8 
bc 0-0 Black will seek his 
counterplay on the white squares 
( . . .  {)c6, . . .  {)as, . . .  Ae6 etc . )  
The text move offers the exchange 
of queens at the cost of castling 
which is compensated by the space 
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ad\"antage and the temporarily 
blocked Ag7. 6 • • •  'l!rxdl+ 7 
)fj>xdl. 7 {)xdi  {)dS is an easy 
game for Black. 7 • • •  {)g4. Weaker 
is 7 . . .  {)fd7 (Adorjan-Vadasz, 
Budapest 1 970) 8 {)dS )fj>d8 9 {)f3 
c6 10  {)e3 ffi I I  ef ef (or I I  ' " 
Axffi 1 2  {)g4) 1 2  {)c4 {)cS 1 3  
{)d6 Ae6 14  fS! with White's 
initiative in the endgame. 8 �el 
e6?! ( 105) 

105 

W 

Now White gets a better position. 
His pieces will be better posted and 
Black will have problems with his 
knight on g4. Correct was 8 . . .  ffi 
(or even 8 . . .  hS) 9 h3 {)h6 10  ef ef 
I I  g4 .,kte6 and, controlling the 
important diagonal a2--g8, Black's 
chances are level. 9 h3 {)h6 10 g4 
£6 11 efefl2 .,kte4! {)t7. On 1 2  . . .  
fS follows 1 3  gS {)f7 14  .§h2 and 
White's position is superior. 13 
.§h2!. An original and very strong 
move, strengthening" \\'hite's ad­
vantage in space and develop­
mf'nt. Black cannot castle because 
of .§ e2 and .§ e 7 and his king will 
not feel comfortable in the centre. 
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13 • • •  �6 14 l1b3 <iftd8. 1 4 .  . . f5 
1 5  g5 <;f;d8 was somewhat better. 15 
f5! §e8+ 16 <iftfl g5? Jtf4 was 
threatened, but this is a bad 
defence. Better was 16  . . .  {)d 7 (or 
16 . . .  b6 1 7  Jtf4 ,ila6+ 18 <iftg2 
,ilc4) 1 7  Jtf4 4Je5. Of course, 
White is better, but the road to 
victory is a long one. After 16 . . .  g5 
another disadvantage is added to 
Black's present ones-h-file 
problems. 17h4h6 18 4Jf3 4Jd7 19 
Ad2 <;f;c7 20 §el!. Black's only 
active piece is exchanged and 
White's bishop is bound for the 
diagonal h2-b8 whence it takes 
part in the direct attack. 20 • • .  b6 
21 § xe8 4Jxe8 22 Ael Aa6+ 23 
<;f;gl ,ilfB 24 ltg3+ • 24 4Je4 is also 
strong. 24 • • •  ,ild6 25 Axd6+ 
4Jxd6 26 hg hg 27 §h7 §e8. 27 
. . .  ,ilc4 offers more resistance. 
:'I;ow thc win IS rather simplc. 28 
Ae6 ,ilc8 29 4Jd4 a6 30 a4 §d8 
31 ,ild5! §e8 32 ,ilxc6 4Jc4 33 
,ild5 4Je3 34 ,ile6 4Jxg4 35 4Je4 
§d8 36 c4 4Jge5 37 4Jxffi <iftd6 
38 4Je4+ <;f;c7 39 JtdS §e8 40 
4Je6+ <iftb8 41 4Jd6 §g8 42 b3 
4Jf6 43 §c7 4J xdS 44 cd 1-0. 

LjuboJcvic-Jansa 
Skopje Olympiad 1 972 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jffi 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f4 
.ilg7 5 ,ilc4 c5!. This is the best, 
although 5 . . .  4Jxe4 also comes 
inte consideration (weaker is 5 . . .  
d5 6 ed 4Jbd 7 7 4Jf3 0--0 8 4Je5 and 
White had the freer play In 
Ljubojevic-Keene, Palma de 

Mallorca 1 97 1 )  6 11xf7+ <iftxf7 7 
4J x e4 § e8 8 4Jf3 <iftg8 9 0--0 {)d 7 
10  c3 b6 with a somewhat passive 
but tough position. The text move, 
howenT, refutes White's strategy 
and Black seizes the initiative. 6 e5. 
6 de is met by 6 . . .  �a5 and if6 d5 
then 6 . . .  0--0 threatening . . .  b5. 
So 6 e5 is the best choice. 6 • • •  

4Jfd7 7 ·4Jf3 cd. Weaker is 7 . . .  
0--0 (see Velimirovic-Rajkovic) .  8 
�xd4 0-0. As a matter of fact, 
forced. 8 . . .  4Jc6, for example, is 
refuted by ltxf7+ . 9 �e4 4Jc6 10 
e6 fe II ,ilxe6+ <;f;h8 12 �e2 
4Jc5. The position which has arisen 
can be assessed as somewhat better 
for Black. His J:tg7 is very strong 
and his pieces are better posted. 13 
Axc8 �xc8 14 0-0 �f5 15 g3. If 
15 Ae3 then 15 . . .  4Je6 with the 
idea . . .  4Jd4 is not pleasant. 15 • • •  

d5 16 4Jdl d4 17 4Jf2 §ae8 18 
4Jd3 4Jxd3 19 cd 4Jb4 20 4Jel e5 
21 fe § xe5 22 �g2 �xfl+ 23 
�xfl § xfl+ 24 <;f; xfl § xel+ 
25 <;f;xel 4Jc2+ 26 <;f;dl 4JxaI 27 
M!. ( 106) 

106 
B 

The combination has not yielded 

more than an equal ending. 27 • • •  

l1fB 28 llb2 llxM 29 llxd4+ 
<iftg8 30 llxal <iftf7 31 <iftc2 b5 32 
lld4 a6 33 g4 <ifte6 34 !J.g7 llc5 
and a draw was soon agreed. 

Velimirovic-Rajkovic 
Skopje 197 1 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jffi 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f4 
llg7 5 4Jf3 c5 6 e5 4Jfd7 7 ,ilc4 
O-O? I t does not seem to be a serious 
mistake at first glance, but it allows 
a devastating attack. Correct is 7 
. . .  cd as in the previous game. 8 e6 
4Jb6. 8 . . .  fe 9 Jtxe6+ �h8 is 
better, but Black thought he would 
win back the pawn on f7 with good 
game. 9 ef+ <;f;h8. ( 107) Now 10  
Ab3 i s  not possible and after 10  
Ae2 cd  I I  4Jxd4 4Jc6 1 2  ,ile3 
§ x f7 Black has his counterplay. 
But there is a surprise. 

107 
W 

10 h4!!. Black is hopelessly weak 
on the h-file and this allows White 
to leave his bishop en prise which 
seems mad. 10 • • •  .ilg4. Or 10 . . .  
4Jxc4 1 1  h5 § xf7 12  4J�5 §ffi 1 3  
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hg .ilf5 14  4Jd5! .ilxg6 1 5  4Jxffi ef 
16  § xhH ! �g8 1 7  § xgH . Or 
I I  . . .  4Jb6 1 2  hg h6 1 3 f5  ,ilxf5 14 
4Jh4 �d7 1 5  llxh6! llxh6 16 
�h5 and White wins. The text 
move is an attempt to stop the h­
pawn, but it fails. II h5! gh. It is 
interesting to notice that I I  . . .  
4Jxc4 again .does not work: 1 2  hg 
h5 1 3  �d3 4Jb6 14  § xh5+ ! 
,ilxh5 1 5  �f5 winning. 12 ,ile2 
�d7 13 4Jg5 h6 14 ltxg4 �xg4 
15 �d3! White is playing in great 
style. 15 • • •  hg 16 �g6 h4 17 4Je4. 
The last blow. 4Jxg5 and 4Jf2 
catching the queen cannot be 
parried. Black has nothing better 
than the text. 17 • . •  § x 17 18 
4Jxg5 �g3+ 19 �fl § xf4+ 20 
Axf4 �xf4+ 21 <;t>e2 �g4+ 22 
�el �g3+ 23 �dl �g4+ 24 
�c1 �f4+ 25 <;f;bl �xg5. White 
has escaped the perpetual check 
and Black has nothing better. If 25 
. . .  <;f;g8 then 26 �h 7 + followed 
by 4Je6+ . 26 �xg5 4J8d7 27 
§ xh4+ <;f;g8 28 §g4 1-0. 

Padevsky-Matanovic 
Havana Olympiad 1 966 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jffi 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f4 
ltg7 5 4Jf3 0-0 6 e5 4Jfd7. 
Maintaining the tension, Black's 
idea is to shatter White's pawn 
centre by . . .  c5. 7 h4. In reply to 
Black's plan White is hurrying up 
his K-side attack. On 7 4Jg5 the 
best reply is 7 . . .  c5! 8 e6 cd 9 ed 
Axd7 10 4Je4 d5 with a strong 
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pawn mass in the centre which 
compensates for the piece, while 7 e6 
fe 8 h4 4Jf6 9 ltd3 oITers chances to 
both sides with interesting play. The 
most solid seems to be 7 ltc4 4Jb6 ( 7  
· . .  c5? transposes in�o Velimi­
rovic-Rajkovic) 8 lte2 de 9 fe 4Jc6 
10 0-0 with better chances for 
White. 7 • • •  c58h5cd9 �xd4. The 
piece sacrifice after 9 hg leads into 
complications favourable to Black: 9 
· . .  dc 10  gf+ .§. xf7 I I  ltc4 4JfB! 1 2  
4Jg5 e6 1 3  4Jxf7 c;r.;xf7 1 4  £5 �a5! 
and the a ttack is repulsed. 9 • • •  de 10 
�f2 e4!. White's intention was to 
transfer the queen to an attacking 
position and Black reacts the best 
way. He does not allow the opening 
of the f-file and wins a tempo for 
development. II 4Jg5. After I I  
4.Jxe4 4Jf6 1 2  4Jxf6+ ef 1 3  hg 
.§.e8+ 14  lte3 fg Black would have 
an excellent game. II • • •  4Jf6 12hg 
hg 13 �h4. White's attack has lost 
much of its strength. After 1 3  ltc4 
Black defends his position with 1 3  
· . .  4Jc6 14  �h4 �d4 ! 1 5  4Jcxe4 
.§.d8! 1 6 ltx f7+ �fB and in case of 
1 5  4Jd5 the best is 1 5  . . .  .§.d8 16  
4Jxf6+ efl 7 4Jxf7 �xc4 18 4Jxd8 
4Jxd8 1 9  �h7+ c;r.;f7 20 .§.h6 It£5 
2 1  g4 ltxg4 22 �x g6+ �fB and 
White has nothing. On 1 3  4Jcxe4 
the simplest is 1 3  . . .  �xe4 144Jxe4 
�d4. 13 • • •  �d4. Hedoesnot allow 
ltc4 and at the same time frees d8 in 
order tobeable tomeet 14 4Jcxe4 by 
14 . . .  .§. d8. 14 4Jb5 �b6 15 ltc4 
ltg4 16 f5? Winning an exchange 
but forgetting the dangerous pawn 

mass he is creating. Better was 16  
4Jc3 threatening 4Jd5, although 
Black beats the attack by 16 . . .  
lth5. In case ofl 6  4Jh 7 Black would 
have 1 6  . . .  .§. c8. 16 • • •  gf 17 4Jh7 
4Jbd7 18 4JxfB 4JxfB 19 4Jc3 
.§.c8. White's attack is stopped and 
Black seizes the initiative. 20 ltb3. 
20 lte2 was better because the 
bishop will be out of play on b3. 20 
. ' . •  e6 21 �f2 �xf2+ 22 �xf2 
4Jg6 23 lte3 f4 24 ,ltxa7 e3+ 25 
ltxe3. ( J08) If the king moves, 
Black replies 25 4Jd7 
threatening to take on c3 or play 
.§.a8. White is trying to reduce the 
material but Black finds a tactical 
solution which is both pretty and 
strong. 

108 

B 

25 • • •  .§. xc3! 26 be 4Je4+ 27 
c;r.;gl fe 28 ltc4 ltxc3 29 .§.bl. 
This hastens the end, but White's 
position cannot be saved. 29 • • •  

4Jd2 30 .§. xb7 4Jxc4 31 .§.c7 e2 
32 c;r.;f2 ltd4+ 33 c;r.;g3 4Je3 34 
.§.c8+ �g7 35 .§.el lte5+ 36 
c;r.;f2 4Jdl+ 37 �gl ltg3 38 
.§. xe2 ltx e2 0-1. 

Savon-Donner 
Cienfuegos 1 973 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f4 
ltg7 5 4Jf3 0-0 6 ltd3 4Jc6 7 
lte3. White develops the bishop 
and defends d4. On 7 . . .  .i.tg4 he 
would reply 8 h3, but the position of 
the bishop oITers Black active 
operations in the centre. 7 • • •  4Jg4 
8 hi e5 9 fe. After 9 d5 4Jd4 10  
h3  4Jh6 I I  4Jxd4 ed 1 2  4Je2 £5 
Black has excellent counterplay. 9 
• • •  de 10 d5 4Jd4 II h3 4Jh6 12 
�d2 f5. Black's action in the centre 
and on the king's wing is just in 
time, his counterplay is rich. 13 
0-0-0 fe 14 ltxe4 4Jhf5 15 �el 
4Jxf3 16 Axf3 4Jd4 17 �.e4 
ltf5. Simple and logical. In  
Gipslis-Etruk, USSR 1 966, Black 
played the weaker 1 7  . . .  c6? and 
after 18 g4! had problems with his 
bishop. 18 c;r.;b1 ltxe4 19 �xe4 
�d7 20 Ah2 .§.ae8. Bad was 
20 . . .  .§. £2 2 1  Axe5 Axe5 22 
�xe5 4Jxc2 23 4Je4 and "'hite 
wins. The text mO\'(' finishes 
development, defends e5 and 
prepares for Q-side action with . . .  
b5. 21 .§.hel b5 22 �g4 .§.f5?!. 
The ending after 22 . . .  �xg4 23 
hg would be advantageous to 
White because the knight reaches 
e4 in time and controls the key 
squares and threatens c3. The text 
move, howenT, implies an 
exchange sacrifice. 22 . . .  �d8 was 
good and if23 4Je4 then 23 . . .  b4. 
23 4Je4 b4. The threat was c3 and 
it was forced . 24 4Jg3 �a4. 

Pirc Defence 127 

:'\iaturally, not 24 . . .  .§.f7 25 -¥rxd7 
.§. xd7 26 .§. xd4 winning. 25 b3 
�d726 4Jxf5gf27 -¥rg5. 28 Axe5 
is threatened and if 27 . . .  -¥r xd5 
there is 28 -¥rx£5 -¥r xg2 29 .§. xd4. 
27 • • •  f4. ( 109) Black threatens now 
to take on d5 or to transfer the knigh t 
to c3 \'ia b5. 

109 

I I '  

28 .§. xd4! ed 29 .§. xe8+ �xe8 
30 ltxf4. White is a pawn up, but 
Black can find counterplay on the 
diagonal a I -h8 and he does so by 
his next move. 30 • • •  d3 31 ltd2? 
Winning chances �ould be 
preser\'ed by 3 1  cd ! �e I + 32 c;r.;c2 
�c3+ 33 c;r.;d I �xd3+ 34 ltd2. 
31 • • •  �e2! 32 �d8+ ltfB 33 
�g5+ h7 34 �d8+ ltfB i-i. 

Parma -Keene 
Dortmund 1973 
I e4 g6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jc3 d6 4 f4 
ltg7 5 4Jf3 0-0 6 ltd3 4Jc6 7 e5. 
White reacts immediately in the 
centre trying to take as much space 
as he can and push the opponent 
into a defensive position. 7 • • •  de 8 
de 4Jd5 9 Ad2. Black has no 
difficulties after 9 4Jxd5 �xd5 10 
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�e2 .ilg4 1 1  .Q.e4 �a5+ 1 2  .Q.d2 
�b6 1 3  .Q.c3 §ad8 14  �f2 ffi etc. 9 

• • • .:£)eb4. Weaker is 9 . . .  .:£) xc3 
10 .Q.xc3 .Q.f5 1 1  .Q.xf5 � x d l +  
1 2  § xd l  gf l 3  § d 7  §ac8 1 4 h3 h6 
1 5 e6 §fd8 16 § xd8+ .:£) x d8 1 7  
.:£)d4 .Q.fB 1 8  b4 and White had a 
superior ending in Hort-Donner, 
Skopje 1 972. Or 9 . . .  .:£)db4 10  
11.e4 f5 1 1  .a.xc6 with better 
prospects for White. 9 . . .  l£)b6 is 
an interesting possibility. 10 �e4 
.:£)b6 II  a3. If I I  �e2 immedi­
ately, then 1 1  . . .  f5 and the text is 
necessary. I I  • • .  .:£)a6 12  �e2 
.:£)e5 13 0-0-0. ',"hite has de\Tloped 
his pieces harmoniously and Black's 
queen is exposed on the d-file. Black 
must play precisely not to fall into 
difficulties. 13 • • •  .:£)xe4 14 l£)xe4 
�d5?!. ( 110) 

110 
r f "  

Black enters complications 
implying the sacrifice of the queen. 
1 4  . . .  �e8 and 1 5  . . .  .a.d7 with 
play on the white squares came into 
consideration. 15 .:£)e3. Avoiding 
1 5  11.b4 �a2 16 .:£)c3 �a l +  1 7  
�d2 §d8+ 1 8  �e3 § xd l  1 9  
§ xd l  �xb2 20 �f2 (20 § b l  

.:£)d5+ ) 20 . . .  a5 2 1  § b l  �xb l 
22 .:£)xbl  ab and Black would have 
compensation for the material. The 
text offers a sure advantage. 15 • • •  

�c4 16 �xc4 4:Jxc4 17 .:£)d5 
ltg4? Better was 1 7  . . .  .:£)xd2, 
since after 18  .:£)xe7+ �h8 19 
§ x d 2  llg4 B l a c k  ha s  
compensation in  the pair of bishops 
and threatens . . .  ,itxf3 followed 
by . . .  11.h6. 18 AM! c6 19 
.:£)xe7+ �h8 20 § hel. White has 
won a pawn, but he has to 
overcome some difficulties because 
of the knight on e7. 20 • • •  Axf3? 
This makes White's job easier. 
Correct was 20 . . .  §fe8, keeping 
the bishop. 21 gf §fd8 22 § xd8+ 
§ xd8 23 b3 .:£)b6 24 £5. This 
solves White's little difficulties and 
simple technique is good enough to 
win. 24 • • •  Ah6+ 25 �b2 .:£)a8 26 
Ad6 Af4. Or 26 . . .  .ilg7 27 ffi 
Axffi 28 ef § xd6 29  .:£)f5 §d8 30 
.:£)h6 followed by 3 1  §e7. 27 §e4 
Axh2 28 fg fg 29 §h4 Ag3 30 
.:£)xg6+ �g7 31 §g4 hg 32 
§ xg3 .:£)b6 33 c4 §h8 34 Ac5 
§h2+ 35 �c3 .:£)d7 36 Axa7 
.:£)£8 37 f4 �n 38 § d3 �e8 39 
§d6 §h3+ 40 �b4 §f3 41 §ffi 
.:£)d7 42 § xg6 § xf4 43 e6 .:£)£8 
44 §g8 1-0. 

l\iatui()\·ii:-Bronstein 
Sarajevo 197 1 
I e4 g6 2 d4 ltg7 3 .:£)c3 d6 4 f4 
.:£)f6 5 .:£)f3 0--0 6 lld3 �e6 7 e5 
de 8 de .:£)d5 9 Ad2 ltg4. Black's 
i n tention is to shat ter "'hi te's centre 

by . . . ffi and the last move is a 
useful introduction. 10 11.e4 .:£)xc3 
II Axe3 �xdl+ 12 § xdl ffi • 

Black has carried out his plan. 
However, White has the means to 
retain a small advantage in the 
endgame. 13 0--0 fe?!. After 1 3  . . .  
.Q.xf3 1 4  .Q.xf3 fe 1 5  fe �xe5 1 6  
11.xb7 White's pair of bishops 
could become too powerful, but the 
text is not good either because it 
opens the position and that favours 
White. Correct was 1 3  . . .  §ad8 
keeping the balance. 14 fe Ah@.. 
This is already a serious mistake 
after which White seizes the 
initiative. Better was 1 4  . . .  �h8 
preventing the following 
manoeuvre. 15 .a.d5+ �h8. On 1 5  
. . .  e6 strong is 1 6  Axc6 be 1 7  
§d7. 16 h3 A£5 17 e6+ �g8. 
Weak is 1 7  . . .  .Q.g7 due to 1 8  
Axg7+ �xg7 1 9  .Q.xc6 be 20 
§d7  etc. 18 Axc6?!. Better was 1 8  
Ab3, e.g. 1 8  . . .  Af4 1 9  §d7 Ad6 
20 �g5 · threatening �7 with · a 
dangerous initiative. 18 • • •  be 19 
�e5 13ffi! 20 13del. After 20 
�xc6 13 xe6, Black covers all his 
weaknesses. 20 • • •  Axe6. 20 . . .  
13 x e6 did not work owing to 2 1  g4 
Axc2 22 �f7! Ae3+ 23 13 xe3!. 
21 4Jf3 Ac4 22 Axffi ef!. ( 1 1 1) 

Only the sacrifice of the 
exchange keeps the balance. After 
22 . . . Axfl 23 13 xe7 the ending 
would be hopeless. 23 13f2 13d8. 
Black has enough material for the 
exchange but his shattered Q-side 
pawn formation demands precise 
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play. 24 b3 An 25 13fe2 c5 26 
13e4 Af8! 27 c3. If27 13a4 then 27  
. . .  c4  and 28 b4  is met by  28 . . .  
.a.e8. 27 • • •  §d328 §4e3 13d8 29 
�3e2 as! Black's idea is to reduce 
the Q-side material with . . .  c4, but 
he had to prepare it preventing b4. 
30 .:£)d2 13d3 31 �e4 £5 32 � 
�g7 33 �e8+ Axe8 34 13 xe8 
13 xc3 35 13dI Ad6 36 13a8 c4 37 
be 13 xc4 38 13 xaS 13 c2. White 
has created a passed pawn but 
Black's active pieces offer sufficient 
counterplay to secure a draw. 39 
�hl h5 40 13al � 41 13a6�g5 
42 a4 11,e5 43 13el !-t. 

Gligoric-Quinteros 
Vinkovci 1 970 
I d4 d6 2 e4 � 3  �c3 g6 4 f4 
.Q.g7 5 4Jf3 0--0 6 11,d3 �c6 7 e5 
de 8 fe. White opens the f-file but 
allows pressure on d4. 8 • • •  �g4. 
Spassky's idea. Black wants to 
undermine the centre with . . . ill 
without any loss of time because he 
attacks d4 now (which is not the 
case after 8 . . . �5) . 9 .a.e4. After 
9 �e2 ill! 1 0  efef I I  h3 �h6 1 2  c3 
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.§ eS 1 3  Af4 .£)fS Black had the 
better game in Kuijpers-Spassky, 
Beverwijk 1 967. 9 • • •  f6 10 h3. 10 
ef ef 1 1  O-{) .£)e7 12  Ad3 \tthS 1 3  
h 3  .£)h6 14 Ae3 .£)efS! gives Black 
a good game. 1 5  Af2 .§eS is quite 
pleasant. 10 • • •  .tlh6 II Ad5+ 
\tth8 12 0-0 4)15? Black is 
maintaining the tension in the 
centre, but it was better to show his 
cards immediately with 12 . . .  fe 1 3  
de.£)f7. White can sacrifice a pawn 
by 14 Af4 .£)fxe5 1 5  .£)xe5 .£)xe5 
16  "i!re2 keeping a lead in 
development, while 14 e6 .£)fe5 1 5  
.£)xe5 .§ xfl+ 16  "i!rxfl .£)xe5 1 7  
Jif4 "i!rd6 i s  weak and Black has the 
better of it. 13 .§el. ( 1 12) 
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1 3  Axc6 be 14 .§ e l  fe 15 de c5 
gives nothing-Black has solved all 
the difficulties. The text move 
maintains the tension which 
favours White. Black has no good 
continuation and decides on 
numerous exchanges. 13 
{)fxd4 14 .£)xd4 .£)xd4 15 "i!rxd4 
e6?!. After this the position 
becomes difficult. 1 5  . . .  c6 was 

better, although White keeps the 
advantage with 16 Af4 cd 1 7  e6! .  
16  ef Axf6 17 "i!rc5 ed 18  Ah6. 
We begin to feel that the black 
squares on the king's wing and their 
weakness is the main motive of 
White's play. 18 • • •  .§f7 19 .£)xd5 
b6 20 "i!re3!. Owing to the threat 
"i!reS+ , Black has no time to avoid 
the exchange of the Affi and so the 
weakness of his king will be felt even 
more. 20 • • •  Ab7 21 .£)xf6 "i!rxf6 
22 .§fl. 22 "i!reS+ .§fB 23 AxfB 
.§ xeS 24 .§ xeS "i!rc6. 22 • • •  "i!rc6 
23 "i!rg5 .§ xfl + 24 .§ xfl \ttg8 25 
.§f2. Defending g2 and c2 and 
preparing for the decisive attack on 
the black squares. 25 • • •  "i!rd6 26 
.§d2 "i!rc5+ . Black has no better 
choice than to enter an endgame 
with bishops of opposite colour, but 
the endgame is also lost, because 
White's pieces are too active and 
Black's K-side is weakened 
seriously. 27 "i!rxc5 be 28 .§d7 
.§c8 29 c4!. Fixing the pawn on c5 
after which Black cannot avoid 
material losses. 29 • • •  Ae4 30 
.§g7+ \tth8 31 .§e7 Abl 32 a3 
Aa2 33 Af4 Axc4 34 Axe7 a6 
35 Ae5+ \ttg8 36 .§g7+ \ttt'8 37 
.§ xh7 Af7 38 .§h8+ Ag8 39 
\ttf2 � 40 g4. A pawn up 
requires not so difficult a 
realization. 40 • • •  \tte6 41 Ad 
\tte7 42 \ttg3 Ae6 43 .§h7+ Af7 
44 \ttf4 .§d8 45 h4 .§d5 46 .§h8 
Ae8 47 .§g8 c4 48 Ab4+ \ttd8 49 
\tte4 .§dl 50 \tte5 .§gl 51 \tte6 
I�. 

Karpov-Nikolayevsky 
Leningrad 197 1  
I e4 g6 2 d4 Ag7 3 .£)d d6 4 f4 
.tlflj 5 .£)f3 0-0 6 Ad3 .£)c6 7 e5 
de 8 fe <iJh5. The idea of the move 
is the same as with . . .  .£)g4, but 
there is a difference: Black's knight 
controls the black squares on the 
king's wing and White cannot 
chase it. 9 Ae3. On 9 .£)e2 good is 9 
. . . ffi. After 9 Ae4 Ag4 10  Ae3 ffi 
I I  ef .£)xffi 1 2  Jixc6 be 1 3  O-{) 
.£)d5 Black has a level game. An 
interesting continuation is 9 Ae2 
and then 9 . . .  Ag4 10  Ae3 ffi 1 1  
e6 .£)b4 1 2  O-{) .£)d5 1 3  .£)xd5 
"i!rxd5 14 c4 "i!rxe6 15 "i!rb3 with 
compensation for the pawn and 
chances for both sides. 9 • • •  Ag4 
10 Ac4. This prevents . . .  ffi 
but allows other possibilities. 10 • • •  

�h8. Black is consistent and 
makes ready for . . .  ffi, but 1 0  . . .  
.£)a5 also came into consideration, 
e.g. I I  Ae2 c5 1 2  d5 Axf.3 1 3  
Axf.3 .£)c4 1 4  "i!re2 .£)xe5 1 5  
Axh5 g h  16  "i!rxh5 fS! with sharp 
play and chances for both sides as in 
Sax-Botterill, Graz 1 972. I I  "i!rd2 
f6 -12 ef Axf6 13 0-0. White has 
come out of the opening with a 
slightly better position owing to 
somewhat better posted pieces, but, 
playing correctly, Black can keep 
the balance. 13 • • •  Axf3?! The 
first imprecision. Black intends to 
carry out . . .  e5 and gives up the 
pair of bishops, but it was better to 
prepare it with 1 3  . . .  "i!rd7 
followed by 14  . . .  .§ae8. 14 !'I xf3 
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e5 15 d5 .£)d4 16 !'Iffi. Black has 
realized his intention, but he feels 
the lack of the white-squared 
bishop and his e5 pawn could 
become weak. 16 • • •  4)15 17 Af2. 
I 7 .£)e4 also promised an 
advantage, but White preserves his 
bishops. 17 • • •  .tld6 18 Ab3 
Ag5? An error leading into 
difficulties. The e5 pawn will 
become weaker. Correct was I S  . . .  
.£)g7 and . . .  .tlgf5 still with 
enough counterplay. 19 "i!rel "i!re7 
20 .£)e4 .£)xe4 21 "i!rxe4 E!f4 22 
i!re2 .§af8 23 .§ael a5. 23 . . .  
Affi offers more resistance; e5 
IS falling. 24 d. But not 
immediately 24 "i!rxe5? "i!rxe5 25 
!'I xe5 Affi followed by . . .  a4 and 
Black wins material. 24 • • •  .tlflj. If 
now 24 . . .  Affi then 25 g3 !'IfS 26 
Ac2 E!g5 27  Ae3 etc. 25 i!fxe5 
"i!r xe5 26 !'I xe5 .£)g4. In case of26 
. . .  .£)e4 27 E! xg5 !  wins since 27  
. . .  .£)xg5 2S  Ad4+ �gS 29  d6+ 
does not work and Black would 
have to enter the text. 27 !'I xg5 
.£)xf2 ( 1 13) . It seems that Black's 
threats are dangerous. However, 
the next move destroys his hopes. 

1 13 

W 
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28 l,tc4!. This prevents 28 . . .  
4Jh3+ and the rook ending after 28 
. . .  .§. xc4 29 .§. xf2 is lost for Black. 
28 • • •  a4 29 .§.g3! a3 30 b3 4Je4 31 
.§. xf4 .§. xf4 32 .§. e3 4Jd6 33 Ad3 
.§.f7 34 e4 b6 3S g3 <3tg7 36 b4 <3tf6 
37 <3tf2 .§. d7 38 Ae2 4Jf5 39 .§. xa3 
<3teS 40 g4 {)h4 41 .§.e3+ 1-0. 

Suetin-Zhidkov 
Kaliningrad 1 972 
I e4 g6 2 d4 �7 3 4Je3 d6 4 f4 
4Jf6 S 4Jf3 0-0 6 ltd3 4Je6 7 eS 
de 8 fe 4JdS. The most logical and 
the best at this point. The exchange 
on d5 is forced and Black's queen 
takes its central position. 9 4JxdS 
�xdS IO e3 Ae6. Weaker is 10  . . .  
ffi I I  �e2 <3th8 1 2  Ac4 �dS 1 3  ef 
ef 14 0-0 with better play for 
White, while after 10  . . .  Ag4 I I  
h3 Axf3 1 2  �xf3 �xf3 1 3  gf 
White has the better ending. 11 
�e2. Bad is I I  c4 �d7 12 d5 4Jb4 
1 3  Ab l Ag4 and White's centre 
will break. 11 • • •  .§.ad8 12 4JgS? 
( 1 14) . A mistake allowing the 
following tactical blow. Correct 
was 1 2 0-0 ffi 1 3  efef 14 Ae4 �c4 
with a level game. 
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12 • • •  4Jxd4!!. Lightning from a 
clear sky! The piece sacrifice will 
give Black excellent play on the 
open diagonals and files, not 
counting the pawns. 13 cd �xd4 
14 4Jxe6. If the bishop retreats 
White has to reckon with . . .  l,tc4 
or . . .  Ag4. So the text is 
practically forced. The trouble is it 
opens the f-file. 14 • • •  fe IS Ae4 
AxeS 16 g3. 16  . . .  �h4+ was 
threatened and in case of 16 Ae3 
Black has 1 6  . . .  �h4+ 1 7  Af2 
.§. xf2 1 8  �xf2 �xc4 with 
decisive advantage. 16 • • •  .§.rl!. A 
new blow after which White's 
destiny is determined. Thus 1 7  
Axe6+ <3thS 1 8  �e3 .§. xh2! !  1 9  
.§. x h2  �d 1 +  20  <3tf2 .§. ffi+ or I 7 
�e3 � xc4 I S  �xe5 .§.f5 19  �e2 
�b4+ 20 Ad2 �xb2 etc. White 
finds an easier way to die. 17 �xrl 
�dl mate. 

Parma -Eising 
Mannheim 1975 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f4 
�7 S 4Jf3 0-0 6 Ad3 4Jc6 7 0-0 
�4 8 eS de 9 de 4JdS 10 h3 
4Jxc3 11 be ,1lf5 12 ,1le3. White 
develops a piece, not losing time on 
,1lxf5, because after 1 2  . . .  � xd l  
1 3  .§. x d  I gf 1 4  4Jd4 .§.fdS 1 5  Ae3 
4Jxd4 16 cd e6 Black has good 
chances to equalize in the coming 
ending. 12 • . •  �d7. Weaker is 1 2  
. . .  ,1lxd3 1 3 cd �d5 1 4 c4 �a5 1 5  
�b3 because White is stronger in 
the centre. 13 �e2 .§.ad8 14 .§.adl 
Axd3. Now it is all right to take 

because Black is able to parry the 
advance of the central pawns and 
has counterplay on the white 
squares. IS cd bS!. If 1 5  . . .  �d5 
immediately there is 16 c4 followed 
by 1 7  d4. 16 d4 �dS 17 c4. White 
must play energetically. 1 7  . . .  
4Ja5 was an unpleasant threat, 
since it would give strong control on 
the white squares. 17 • • •  be 18 
.§. cl 4Ja5 19 Ad2 e6 20 AxaS 
�xa5 21 �xc4 Ah6. Black has 
blocked the pawns on the black 
squares and takes the opportunity 
to attack them, forcing the 
weakening of White's king position. 
22 g3 .§.d7 23 .§.bl .§.fd8. On 23 
. . .  �a3 follows 24 .§.f2 and 25 
.§. b3. 24 a4 a6. 25 .§. b5 was a 
disagreeable threat. 25 .§.fcl Am 
26 �e6 ( 1 15) . Bad is 26 .§. b7 due 
to 26 . . .  c5! 27 .§. xd7 .§. xd7 28 dc 
.§.d5 and Black would seize the 
mItIative. Now 27 .§.b7 is 
threatened but Black finds enough 
counterplay after the following 
sacrifice. 

1 15 
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26 • • •  .§. xd4! 27 4Jxd4 .§. xd4. 
The open position of White's king 
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helps Black to keep the balance. 28 
.§.b8 .§.d3!. 28 . . .  �d2 loses to 29 
�c3. 29 �e8. But not 29 �c5? 
.§.d 1 +  30 <3tf2 �d2+ and Black 
mates. 29 • • •  .§. xg3+ 30 <3th2 
i!rd2+ 31 <3txg3 i!re3+ t-!-. 

B 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jc3 g6 4 �S 
( 1  ](i) . 
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A flexible developing move, 
preparing for long castling. I t  
usually leads to castling on opposite 
sides. One of the main ideas White 
has in mind is the possibility of 
exchanging the black-squared 
bishops after i!rd2 and �h6. The 
exchange weakens Black's defence, 
so Black postpones castling and 
immediately builds an action on the 
Q-side (usually with . . .  c6 and . . .  
b5) .  

4 • • •  �7 S �d2. 
For 5 f4 see R. Byrne-Parma. In 

case of 5 e5 the best is 5 . . .  4Jfd7 6 
f4 (6 ed cd 7 4Jf3 h6! 8 ,1le3-weak 
is S Jlh4 f5!-8 . . .  4Jffi) 6 . . .  ffi 7 
ef ef 8 AM 0-0 9 A c4+ <3th8 10  
4Jge2 4Jc6 I I  0-0 4Jb6 1 2  ,1lb3 
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d5!. White's bishops are not active 
and Black stands well. 

5 • • •  e6. 
5 . . .  h6 also comes into 

consideration (see Hecht-Parma) .  
6 (4. 
The alternatives are: a) 6 ..Q.h6 

when the best reply is 6 . . .  ..Q.x h6 7 
�x h6 �a5 followed by b5; b) 6 f3 
�a5 (or immediately 6 . . .  b5) 7 
0-0-0 h6 8 ..Q.e3 �bd7 9 'lfj>bl b5 
1 0 �e 1 E! b8 with equal chances, as 
in Damjanovic-Etruk, Tallinn 
1969; c) 6 0-0-0 h6 7 ..Q.e3 �a5 
with the idea . . .  b5, . . .  �bd7. 

6 • • •  0-0. 
This is possible now because 

White closed the diagonal c I -h6. 
White is strong in the centre and 
has a spatial advantage, but Black's 
pOSItIOn is tough, with no 
weaknesses. 

7 �. 
7 0-0-0 is pointless now because 

Black seizes initiative on the 
queen's wing, e.g. 7 . . .  b5 8 e5 
(Black is also better after 8 ..Q.d3 
�a5 9 'lfj>b 1 b4 10  �ce2 lta6 
etc.)  8 . . .  b4! 9 ef ef (a frequent 
motif in these positions) 1 0  ..Q.h4 bc 
1 1  �xc3 �b6 1 2  � �a6 1 3  
..Q.c4 d5 and in Nikitin-Liberzon, 
USSR 1 963, Black had a clear plan 
on the queen's wing while White's 
attack on the other side was 
stopped. 7 • • •  b5 8 ..Q.cI3. If e5 then 
. . .  b4. 8 • • •  ..Q.g4!. This is an 
improvement on the earlier . . .  
�bd7. In Browne-Hort, Madrid 
1973, Black had equal chances after 

8 . . .  ..Q.g4 9 f5 b4 10  �e2 �bd7 1 1  
0-0 c5. 

R. Byrne-Parma 
San Juan 1 969 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 4)f6 3 �c3 g6 4 ltg5 
ltg7 5 (4. A continuation aiming to 
push Black's pieces into a passive 
position. Black has no worries after 
5 �e2 h6 6 ..Q.h4 c6 7 0-0-0 �a5 
with counterplay on the queen's 
wing. Canal-Parma, Reggio 
Emilia 1 966, went: 8 e5? de 9 de 
�h5 1 0  E! e l  ..Q.e6 I I  J;Jh3 �7 1 2  
g4 ..Q.xe5 1 3  gh ..Q.xc3 14  bc �a3+ 
1 5  'lfj>d2 0-0-0 1 6  'lfj>e3 �xc3+ 
and White resigned. Instead of e5 
better was 8 f4, but Black has a very 
good game playing 8 . . .  �h5! 9 
� �xf4 10  �xf4 g5 1 1  �g3 
..Q.ffi etc. 5 • • •  h6. 5 . . .  c5 would be 
too early due to 6 e5 and 5 . . .  0-0 
would attract 6 e5 again. The text 
chases the bishop to a less 
convenient position. 6 ..Q.h4 c5. 
There is more sense in it now 
because Black's knight occupies hS 
with gain of tempo. 7 e5. Mter 7 dc 
�aS 8 �d2 �xc5 we have a sort of 
Sicilian, while 7 d5 �a5 gives 
Black a. good game. 7 • • •  � 8 
de. Weak is 8 �5 cd 9 ..Q.bS+ 
..Q.d7 10 ..Q.xe7 �aS+ I I  b4 �xb5 
1 2  �7+ 'lfj>xe7 1 3  �xbS ..Q.xb5 
and Black has too much material 
for the queen. 8 • • •  �x(4. 8 . . .  de 
9 �xd8+ 'lfj>xd8 10  0-0-0+ ..Q.d7 
1 1  fe ..Q.xe5 1 2  � ..Q.xc3 1 3  bc 
�c6 14 ..Q.c4 leads into a bad 
ending. Black is behind with his 

development and his king is 
exposed. 9 ed g5 10 ..Q.f2 0-0 II 
�d2. 1 1  g3 �g6 1 2  �d2 ed 13  
0-0-0 �ffi 14  cd ..Q.g4 15 ..Q.d4 �e5 
with unclear play as In 
Mednis-Parma, Noristown 1973. 
II • • •  �c6 12 0-0-0 �a5? Black 
is seeking counterplay on the Q­
side, but White refutes his plan 
simply. Correct was 1 2  . . .  ed with 
compensation for the pawn. The 
threat is . . .  .1lxc3, . . .  �xc3 and 
. . .  �b4. 13 a3. 1 3  d7? loses to 1 3  
. . .  ..Q.xd7 14  �xd7 ..Q.xc3 1 5  bc 
E!fd8 16  �xb7 �a3+ 13 • • •  ed 
14 J;Jb5! ( 117) .  

1 1 7  
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This is the refutation. White 
forces a won ending. 14 • • •  ltg4. 
After 14 . . .  �xd2+ IS  E! xd2 dc 
16 J;Jc7 E!b8 1 7  ..Q.xc5 an 
exchange is lost. 15 �xa5 �xa5 
16 E! xd6 E!(e8 17 E!d2 b6 18 g3 
�g6 19 b4 be. 1 9  . . .  �c6 loses to 
20 �d6 E!c7 2 1  .1lg2 E!b8 22 �bS 
E!cc8 23 ..Q.xc6 E! xc6 2S �xa7 
etc. Now White is a piece up and 
that is all there is to it. 20 ba E!abB 
21 h3 Ae6 22 �xa7 Ab2+ 23 
�dl ..Q.c3 24 J;Jxc8 E!bl+ 25 
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�e2 Axd2 26 �xd2 E! xfl 27 
'lfj>e2 ..Q.e4+ 28 �e3 f5 29 E!h2 
..Q.a6 30 �b6 'Ifj>f7 31 � E!a1 32 
�d2 E! xa3 33 �el �e5 34 
..Q.xc5 E! xg3 35 ..Q.d6 � 36 
� xf3 E! xf3 37 c4 'lfj>e6 38 ..Q.e5 (4 
39 �e2 'Ifj>f5 40 ..Q.b4 h5 41 c5 E! e3 
42 �d5 E!e5 43 �e7 ..Q.b7 44 a6 
..Q.e4+ 45 'lfj>d2 E!e7 46 �b5 
E!d7+ 47 �d6+ 1-0. 

Hecht-Parma 
Vrsac 1973 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 4)f6 3 J;Jc3 g6 4 ..Q.g5 
ltg7 5 �d2. White prepares to 
castle long and for ..Q.h6. 5 • • •  h6. 
Thwarting White's plan with ..Q.h6 
and forcing the retreat of the bishop. 
6 -'te3. Also possible is 6 ..Q.f4 g5 7 
.1lg3 J;Jh5 8 0-0-0 c6 9 ..Q.c4 J;Jbd7 
with sharp play, or 6 ..Q.h4 0-0 7 
0-0-0 c6 8 f4 b5 9 eS b4 etc. 6 • • •  

J;Jg4 7 A(4 �c6. Attackingd4 and 
preparing for . . .  eS, but simpler is 7 
. . .  e5 8 de �xe5 9 0-0-0 �bc6 10 
h3 gS 1 1  ..Q.e3 f5 12  f4 gf 13 ..Q.xf4 
-'te6 14 ef -'txf5 1 5  .a.e2 �d7 with 
level play, as in Lutikov-Parma, 
Sarajevo 1 969. 8 h3. If 8 d5 Black 
replies 8 . . .  e5 9 ..Q.g3 J;Jd4 I 0 � I 
c6 with a good game. 8 • • •  e5! 9 de 
�gxe5 10 0-0-0 ..Q.e6? ( 1 18) . An 
error leading into an inferior 
position. He should have played 10 
. . . g5!  I I  ..Q.e3 f5 with unclear 
play and chances for both sides. 

II J;Jd5. Black cannot castle 
short, while the knight from d5 
cramps Black and he can hardly 
find a good plan. II • • •  �d7 12 
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1 18 

W 

Ae3. Threatening f4. 12 • • •  g5 13 
g3 f5. Seeking chances in active 
play in the centre and on the king's 
wing. 14 f4 liJC7 15 ef .a.xf5 16 
.a.b5?!. With this move the bigger 
part of the advantage has gone. 
Possible was 1 6  fg hg 1 7  .a.xgS! 
since on 1 7  . . .  liJxgS 18 �xgS 
.a.h6 there is 1 9  liJffi+ . 16 • • •  a6. 
1 6  . . .  0-0-0 was still forbidden due 
to 1 7  .a.xc6. 17 .a.d3. 1 7  .a.a4 still 
gave some advantage. Black has 
caught his breath and simplifies the 
position. 17 • • •  liJe7!. 1 7  . . .  0-0-0 
was weak again because of 18 .a.b6! 
18 liJxe7 .a.xd3 19 �xd3 �xe7 
20 liJf3 gf 21 .a.xf4 �. Black 
has solved the main problem and 
the position is approximately level. 
22 �+ �d7 23 liJh4 .a.e5 24 
f!hfl Axf4 25 f! xf4 liJe5 26 g4 
�xf5 27 f! xf5 f!dg8 28 b3 f!g5 
29 f!dfl �d7 30 �d2 f!e8 31 
f! xg5 hg 32 liJf3 liJC7 33 liJd4 
liJe5 34 liJf3 liJC7 t-+ 

C 
I e4 d6 2 d4 .£)f6 3 liJe3 g6 4 £3. 

Similar to the Samisch variation 

119 

B 

of the King's Indian; White 
strengthens the centre preparing for 
a pawn attack on the king's wing. 
Black's strategy is similar to that we 
analysed under B. Before castling 
he gets ready for Q-side action. 
However, Black must be cautious 
not to weaken his position too 
much. 

4 • • •  c6. 
Black can play �7 

immediately as in Klovan­
Karasev and Hartston-Torre. 

5 .a.e3 liJbd7. 
S . , .  �b6 is also good (see 

Savon-Dely) . 
6 �d2 b5 7 liJge2. 
For 7 liJh3 see Jimenez­

Botvinnik. The other continuat­
ions do not cause any worries to 
Black: 
a) 7 a4. This is not appropriate to 
the position. White is ready to castle 
long and now he opens the play on 
the queen's wing. 7 . . .  b4 8 liJd 1 
a5 9 .a.h6 (Lebedev-Botvinnik, 
USSR 1963, went 9 Ad3 eS 10  
liJe2 .llg7 1 1 0-0 0-0 1 2  c3  dS !  with 
excellent play for Black) 9 . . .  

Axh6 10  �xh6 �b6 1 1  liJe2 
Aa6 1 2  �d2 0-0 13 liJe3 cS and 
Black is better again. It is evidently 
dangerous to change plans. 
b) 7 Ad3. This is not appropriate 
either. The bishop is only in the 
way of other pieces and it closes the 
d-file unnecessarily. 7 . . .  .1l,b 7 8  g4 
(If White continues 8 liJge2 Black's 
plan will be . . .  �7, . . .  0-0, . . .  
a6 and . . .  cS; a plan White cannot 
well thwart.) 8 . . .  eS 9 gS liJh5 10  
liJce2 Ag7 1 1  c3 a6. With his 
flexible centre (he can carry out . . .  
cS or . . .  dS) Black has the better of 
it. 
c) 7 g4 liJb6 8 gS liJhS 9 .a.d3 eS 10  
a4 b4 1 1  liJce2 as  12  c3 b3. This is 
Romanishin-J ansson, Goteborg 
197 1 .  It is difficult to evaluate the 
position. Both opponents have 
weaknesses. 

7 • • •  liJb6 8 b3 �e7 9 g4 e5 10 
.Q.g2 b4 ll liJdl as 12 � c5 13 d5 
h5 14 g5 liJh7. 

The prospects are about equal as 
in Hennings-Smyslov, Havana 
1967. 

Klovan -Karasev 
Leningrad 197 1  
I e4 d6 2 d4 .£)f6 3 liJc3 g6 4 £3 
.Q.g7 5 .Q.g5. S .a.e3 is not 
dangerous either, as we shall see 
later on. 5 • • •  liJbd7 6 �d2 c6. 
Having prepared the advance of 
the b-pawn, Black is ready against 
White's long castling, while White 
has nothing real in the centre or on 
the king's wing. 7 0-0-0. No 
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problems after 7 liJge2 b5 8 11,h6 
Axh6 9 �xh6 �c7 10  g4 11,b7 1 1  
liJg3 liJb6 1 2  0-0-0 0-0-0 1 3  g5 
liJfd7 14 f4 �b8 I S  Ae2 b4 16  
liJb l cS 1 7  �g7 f!df8 18  dS h6 
19 h4 and in Suetin-Gipslis, Tbilisi 
1967, a draw was agreed. 7 • • •  

�a5 8 �bl b5 9 Ah6. After 9 
liJh3 Black plays 9 . . .  liJb6 10 
11,h6 .a.xh6 1 1  �xh6 11,xh3! 12 
�xh3 liJa4! with counterplay on 
the queen's wing. 9 • • •  .il,xh6 10 
�xh6 b4 11 liJee2 .a.a6 12 liJh3 
e5. Black has developed his pieces 
harmoniously and White must be 
cautious not to fall into difficulties . 
13 de �xe5 14 liJd4?!. It was 
better to retreat the queen to d2. 
Now Black exchanges bishops and 
plays . . .  as without loss of time. 14 
• • •  .a.xfl 15 f!hxfl as. The 
initiative is in Black's hands. 16 
liJb3 �e4 17 liJf4? White is 
playing carelessly and Black's 
advantage is becoming dangerous. 
Correct was 1 7  �e3 and if 1 7  . . .  a4 
then 18  �d4. Now the queen 
remains out of play and Black can 
make use of that fact. 17 • • •  a4 18 
liJcl liJc5 19 b3. Preventing . . .  

120 

B 
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b3 but allowing a winning 
combination. Better was 1 9  4Jfd3 
b3 20 cb ab 2 1  ab 4Jxb3 22 4Jxb3 
'l!rxb3 23 4Jc l .  19 • • •  ab 20 eb 
( 120) . 

20 • • •  4Jxb3! 21 §.f2. If 2 1  ab 
'l!rc3 wins and in case of 2 1  4J x b3 
there is 2 1  . . .  §. xa2! 22 <it(xa2 
'l!rc2+ 23 <it(al <it(d7 and . . .  §.a8 
wins. 21 • • •  {)d4 22 §.b2 4Jb5 23 
4Jfe2 4Je3+ 24 4J x e3 be 25 §. e2 
§.b8+ 26 <it(al 'l!ra4! 0-1. 

Hartston-Torre 
Nice 1 974 
I e4 d6 2 d4 4Jf6 3 4Jc3 g6 4 f3 
Ag7 5 ..Q.e3. White prepares 'l!rd2 
and Ah6, avoiding losing a tempo 
after 5 .ilg5 h6. 5 • • •  c6 6 'l!rd2 b5. 
The same strategy. Black delays 
castling and starts an action on the 
other wing. 7 4Jge2. If 7 0-0-0 
then 7 . . .  'l!ra5 with counterplay. 7 
,llh6 is best met by 7 . . .  Jtxh6 8 
'l!rxh6 4Jbd 7 9  ..Q.d3 e5 1 0  de de I I  
0-0-0 'l!re 7 1 2  4Jge2 a6 1 3  <it(b I 
Ab7 1 4  4Jc l 4Jc5 with level play. 
In Jimenez-Gutdd, Leningrad 
1 967, Black had an excellent game 
after 7 Ad3 {)bd7 8 {)h3 0-0 9 
{)f2 a6 1 0  0-0 c5 I I  a4 cd 1 2  Jtxd4 
M. 7 • • •  {)bd7 8 {)cl. 8 g4 {)b6 9 
b3 'l!rc7 1 0  h4 h5 I I  g5' {)fd7 1 2  
Jtg2 Jtb7 1 3  0-0 b4 1 4  {)d l c5 
with a sharp game and good 
counterplay for Black, as in 
Espig-Balashov, Riga 1 967. 8 • • •  

{)b6 9 Ah6 0-0. White's pieces 
have not taken up attacking 
positions and Black can castle short. 

10 Axg7 <it(xg7 II a4. On I I  b3 
good is I I  . . .  a5 12 a4 b4 13 4Jd I 
,lle6 with a pleasant game. II • • •  

b4 12 {)dl as 13 4Je3 c5 14 de. 
After 1 4  ..Q.e2 cd 1 5  'l!rxd4 e5 1 6  
'l!rd2 d5! Black would seize the 
initiative in the centre and so White 
decides to exchange the queens. 14 
• • •  de 15 'l!rxd8 §. xd8 16 {)b3 
{)fd7 17 Jtb5 ( 121) . 1 7  {)d2 {)e5 
1 8  4Jdc4 offered equal play. The 
text move seeks for more, but Black 
defends his position cleverly. 

121 

B 

17 • • •  Jta6! This pawn sacrifice 
offers excellent counterplay. 18 
Jtxd7. Or 1 8  Jtc6 §.a7 1 9  {)xa5 
{)e5. Or 1 8  {)xa5 Jtxb5 1 9  ab 
§.a7 20 <tf(e2 !!da8 2 1  {)b3 !!a2 
or immediately 2 1  . . .  c4 with 
enough compensation for the pawn. 
18 • • •  {)xd7 19 {)xaS {)b6 20 
{)e6 !!d7 21 {)e5 !!d6 22 as. In 
case of22 b3 ffi 23 {)5g4 !!ad8 24 
!!d I c4 the initiative is clearly in 
Black's hands. 22 • • •  Jtb5 23 b3 f6 
24 {)5c4. Black has the better of it 
after 24 {)5g4 {)c8 and . . .  !!da6 
so White tries to reduce the 
material. 24 • • •  Axc4 25 be. After 

25 {)xc4 {)xc4 26 bc §.da6 
Black's rook ending is better. 25 • • •  

{)e8 26 <it(e2 §.da6 27 §.hdl 
{)d6! 28 §.d5 §. xaS 29 §. xaS 
§. xaS. Black has won back the 
pawn and entered a favourable 
ending, but White can keep the 
balance. 30 e5 fe 31 §. xe5 <ittf6 32 
f4? White is overestimating his 
chances. Correct was 32 {)g4+ 
<ittf7 33 {)e3 with a level game. 32 
• • •  e6 33 g4 l0P 34 §.e4 §'a2 35 
<it(f3 §. a3 36 <it(e2 §.as 37 h4 {)d6 
38 §.e5 {)b7 39 h5 {)d8!. Having 
in mind to transfer the knight to d4 
which forces White to exchange the 
knights and enter an unfavourable 
ending. 40 hg hg 41 g5+ <ittf7 42 
{)g4 {)c6 43 §.e4 §.a2 44 <it(dl 
<it(e7. White has enough counter­
play after 44 . . .  4Jd4 45 4Je5+ 
<it(g7 46 {)d7. 45 {)e5. In reply 
to other moves 45 
{)d4 would be disagreeable now, 
since after 46 {)e5 {)xc2 47 
{)xg6+ <it(d6 the b-pawn becomes 
dangerous. But the rook ending 
is bad, too. 45 • • •  {)xe5 46 
§. xe5 <it(d647 <it(d §.al+ 48 <ittd2 
.§fl 49 §.e4 !!f2+ 50 <it(dl e5!. 
This is decisive. The temporary 
sacrifice shatters White's pawns 
and they become easy prey. 51 
!! x e5. Or 5 I fe+ <it(e6 followed by 
. . .  !!f5 etc. 51 • • •  !! xf4 52 
!!d5+ <it(c6 53 !! e5 !! d4+ . 
Precisely played. The rook must 
leave the fifth rank and the g-pawn 
is lost. 54 <tf(cl <it(d6 55 !!e8 !!g4 
56 <tf(b2 !! xg5 57 <tf(b3 !!e5 58 
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§.g8 g5 59 e3 be 60 <it(xc3 <it(e6 61 
<it(d3 <ittfi 62 !!f8+ <it(g4 63 <it(c3 
<it(g3 0-1. 

Savon-Dely 
Debrecen 1 970 
I e4 d6 2 d4 {)f6 3  {)c3 g6 4 f3 c6 
5 Ae3 'l!rb6. The sally of the queen 
aims to balk White's plan and 
prevent him castling long. 6 'l!rel. 
If 6 'l!rd2 Black can take the pawn: 
6 . . .  'l!rxb2 7 !!b l  'l!ra3 8 Jtc4 
{)bd 7 9 {)ge2 Jtg7 ' 1 0  0-0 0-0 1 1  
g4 'l!ra5 and Black's defence is 
ready. 6 • • •  -'lg7 7 Jtd3 0-0 8 
{)ge2 'l!re7. Preparing for . . .  e5. 9 
g4. Black has an easy game after 9 
0-0 e5 1 0  <it(hl !!e8 I I  'l!rd2 
{)bd7 1 2  §.ad l  b5 1 3  {)g3 {)f8. 
Black's action on the queen's wing 
keeps the balance. 9 • • •  e5 10 de de 
I I  {)g3 b5 12 a3?!. Consequent 
was 1 2  h4. Black is quicker now and 
the advantage passes to him: 12 • • •  

a6 13 h4 ( 122) . White's attack is 
late and a consolidating move, 1 3  
'l!rd2, came into consideration. 

122 
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13 • • •  e5!. The weakness on d5 
does not worry Black and he reacts 
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immediately. 14 g5. After 14 h5 c4 
1 5  .Q.e2 .Q.e6 with the further . . .  
.£Jc6-d4 Black's initiative would be 
dangerous. 14 • • •  .£Je8 15 .£Jd5 
�d6 16 b4 .£Jd7 17 c4 .1lb7 18 
EXa2. The rook enters along the 
second rank in order to cover the c­
file. Bad is 1 8  cb cb! 1 9  ba .Q.xd5 20 
ed e4! 2 1  .£Jxe4 �xd5 22 .Q.c4 
� and it is a dangerous initiative 
again. 18 • • •  be 19 .1lxe4 eb 20 
.£Jxb4 EXe8 21 EXe2 .£Je7 1-1· 
However, Black has the better of it; 
he can transfer the knight to d4 and 
White's king is exposed in the 
centre. 

Jimenez-Botvinnik 
Palma de Mallorca 1 967 
I e4 d6 2 d4 .£Jf6 3 .£Jc3 g6 4 f3 e6 
5 Ae3 .£Jbd7 6 �d2 b5 7 .£Jh3. 
The .£Jh3-f2 manoeuvre does 
not cause serious difficulties. 7 • . •  

.Q.b7. First the queen's wing. 7 . . .  
.£Jb6 would not be so precise, 
because White can enter an 
endgame when Black decides to 
play . . .  e5. After 8 .£Jf2 �c7 9 
.Q.e2 a6 10 0-0 Ab7 1 1  a4 Ag7 1 2  
.1lh6 0-0 1 3  b 3  White is somewhat 
better. 8 Ae2 e5. Now it is possible. 
9 0-0  a6 10 EXadl ltg7. White has 
given up the pawn attack on the 
king's wing and Black can finish his 
development. I I  de de 12 �d6 
�e 7 is not dangerous for Black. II 
.£Jf2 0-0 12 de de 13 .£Jd3. 1 3  Ah6 
was more appropriate but White 
decides to occupy c5 instead. 13 • • •  

�e7 14 .£Je5 EXad8 15 �c1 EXfe8 

16 .£J xb7. Black threatened to 
drive back the knight by . . .  Am, 
so White admits the mistake and 
takes the bishop . .£Jxd7 came into 
consideration since the bishops are 
not strong in this position. 16 • • •  

�xb7 17 EXd3 � 18 EX xd8 
EX xdB 19 EXdl EXe8. After the 
exchange of rooks the position 
would be drawn. Black is trying to 
enhance his minimal advantage. 20 
.1lfl ?je6 21 .£Je2 .£Jd7 22 �d2 
.£JdfB 23 e3 Af6. Transferring the 
bishop to e7. Black starts to play on 
the black squares. 24 .£JcI .1le7 25 
� .£Jd7 26 g3 EXd8 27 .£Jb3?!. 
Losing an important tempo. 27 b4 
was better. 27 • • •  c5! 28 ,l},h3 e4 29 
,l},xe6 fe 30 .£Je5 .£Jxe5 31 
EX xd8+ ,l},xd8 32 .1lxe5 �d7. 
The position is simplified but Black 
dominates the d-file and his chances 
are clearly better. 33 .1le3 �d3 34 
a3 .Q.e7 35 �d2? ( 123) . A serious 
mistake losing immediately. White 
should have played 35 c;t>g2. 

35 • • •  Ac5! �1. 

123 

B 

D 
I e4 d6 2 d4 � 3 .£Jc3 g6 4 .£Jf3 
( 124) .  

124 

B 

The classical system of the Pirc. 
White has no great pretensions in 
the opening, he just hurries to 
dcvelop his pieces. White's 
advantages are minimal, because 
the closed character of the position 
and the problem of increasing the 
activity of the pieces he has to solve 
later on givc Black good chances 
for a successful defence. 

4 • • •  Ag7 5 ,l},e2 • 

For 5 Ac4 see Medina-Larsen 
and Honfi-Vadasz. For 5 h3 see 
Griffiths-Miles . 

5 • • •  0-0 6 0-0  • 

Let us examine the alternatives: 
a) 6 lig5 allows Black to equalize 
with 6 . . .  c5 7 dc �a5. 
b) 6 Af4 .£Jc6 7 0-0 (If 7 d5 
Black replies 7 e5. 
In U nzicker-Botvinnik, Varna 
Olympiad 1 962, after 8 de .1lxe6 9 
0-0 EXe8 10  EX e l  h6 1 1  h3 g5 1 2  
,l},e3 d5!  Black had the better of it.) 
7 . . .  �4 8 d5 .£Jb8 9 h3 ,l},xf3 1 0  
Axf3 c 6  with a solid positi9n. 
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c) 6 .1le3. The best reply is 6 . . .  
.1lg4 transposing into the main line. 
d)  6 h3 e5 (6 . . .  b6 is a very good 
reply) 7 0-0 (7  de de 8 � xd8 
EX xd8 9 .£Jxe5 .£Jxe4 etc. gets 
nowhere. )  7 . . .  ed 8 .£J xd4 EXe8 
and Black has a good game. 9 .Q.f3 
is met by 9 . . .  .£Jbd 7 and 9 f3 by 9 
. . .  dS. 

6 • • •  Ag4 7 .1le3. 
For 7 h3 see Mukhitdinov­

Botvinnik and for 7 ligS 
Matulovic-Botvinnik. 

7 . . .  .£Je6 8 �d2. 
For 8 dS see Jimenez­

Matulo\·ic. 
8 . . .  e5 9 de. 
After 9 dS we have positions 

similar to those from the King's 
Indian with the essential difference 
that White has not moved his c­
pawn and his pressure on the Q­
side is not so strong. See 
Vasyukov-Parma, Geller-Vasyu­
kov, Spassky-Parma, Browne­
Timmah and Planinc-Ree. 

9 • • •  de 10 EXadl �c8 II �el. 
On 1 1  .1lgS Black equalizes simply 
with 1 1  . . .  Axf3 1 2  .1lxf3 .£Jd4 1 3  
�d3 c6 etc. I I  • • •  EXd8 12 
EX xd8+ �xd8 13 EXdl � The 
game is completely level , 
Timman-Matulovic, Wijk aan Zee 
1 974. 

Medina-Larsen 
Las Palmas 1 972 
I e4 g6 2 d4 ltg7 3 .£Je3 d6 4 .£Jf3 
.£Jf6 5 .1le4. White hopes his 
pressure on the white diagonal 
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a2 -g8 can be of use. S • • •  0-0 6 0-0. 
If 6 e5 the best reply is 6 . . .  de 7 
lfjxe5 c5 8 dc �a5. 6Ab3 is met by 
6 . . .  lfjc6 followed by . . .  lfja5 and 
. . .  lfj xb3. After 6 �e2 c6 7 e5 
lfjdS 8 O-{) lfjxc3 9 be .Q.g4 10  Af4 
'fjd7 1 1  ed ed 1 2  h3 �e8 1 3  �d3 
Axf3 Black's game is level. 6 • • •  

lfjc6. Black's intention is to exert 
pressure on d4 by . . .  .1l.g4 and . . .  
lfjd7. 6 . . .  lfjxe4 7 1txf7+ � xf7 
8 lfjxe4 h6 9 h3 lfjd7 10 �d3 lfjffi 
I I  Ad2 Af5 1 2  �e2 c6 1 3  c3 �b6 
with unclear play and chances to 
both sides. 7 h3. Another possibility 
was 7 j'te3 a6 8 a4 lfjxe4 9 lfjxe4 
d5 1 0  j'td3 de 1 1  Axe4 �d6 1 2  c3 
with slight advantage and also 7 d5 
lfjb8 8 eS de 9 lfjxe5 lfjbd7 10 lfjf3 
lfje8 1 1  � el lfjb6 12 Ab3 .Q.g4 1 3  
.ilgS with advantage to White, as in 
Hubner-Keene, Vienna 1 972 .  7 
• • •  lfj xe4 8 Axt7+ � xt7 9 
lfjxe4 dS IO lfjcS?!. GivingBlack a 
chance to take the advantage. 
Medina-Parma, Tunisia 1 973, 
went 10 lfjeg5, but after 10 . . .  �ffi 
1 1  �e I  �d6 12  c4 h6 13  cd i!rxd5 
14 lfje4 i!rf7 Black had the better of 
it. Correct was 1 0  lfjc3 j'tf5 1 1  Ae3 
i!rd7 1 2  lfjgS �fI8 1 3 f4 with equal 
chances, as in Unzicker-Keene, 
Berlin 1 9 7 1 .  10 • • •  �d6. The 
threat is . . .  lfj xd4 and White 
cannot stop . . .  eS which opens the 
game. 11 Ae3 e5 12 de lfjxe5 13 
lfjxe5 Axe5 14 c3 c6. The open 
position favours Black's pair of 
bishops but White has no 
weaknesses. 15 lfjd3 ..Q.g7 16 i!rd2. 

16  .Q,.d4 was better. 16 • • •  .Q,.f5 17 
.ilcS i!rc7 18 �£el? ( 125) . This 
was the last moment for Ad4. Now 
an unexpected blow in the centre 
opens the position even more . 

125 
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18 • • •  d4! 19 Axd4. If 1 9  cd 
then 1 9  . . .  b6. 19 • • •  �d8. The 
pawn sacrifice opened the d-file 
and White's pieces got exposed. 20 
· . .  j'txd3 is threatened followed 
by . . .  cS and White finds the only 
defence. 20 �e3 Ah6 21 £4 c5 22 
lfjxc5. The best chance. After 22 
AeS, 22 . . .  i1fd 7 wins a piece. 22 
• • •  i1fxcS. This wins material, but 
leaves his opponent hopes. Correct 
was 22 . . .  .ilxf4 with advantage. 
23 �e8+ �f8 24 Axc5 � xd2 25 
Axf8 .ilxf8 26 �ael � xb2? 26 
· . .  �f7 offered winning chances. 
Now 2 7  � l e7  saves the game. 27 
� le2? �bl+ 28 �h2 � 29 
�d8hS 30�g3 �cl 31 �e3 .ilcS 
32 §f3 h4+ 0-1. 

Honfi �V adasz 
Budapest 197 1 
I e4 g6 2 d4 ..Q.g7 3 'fjf3 d6 4 .ilc4 
'fJffi 5 lfjc3 0-0 6 0-0 .ilg4. The 

idea is to exchange on f3 and then 
develop the knight. I t is more precise 
than 6 . . .  lfjc6 because White has 
no dS. 7 h3 .ilxf3 8 i!rxf3 lfjc6 9 
�dl. In case of9 .ile3 possible is 9 
. . .  eS 1 0 de lfjxe5 1 1  i1fe2 lfjxe4 1 2  
Axf7+ lfjxf7 1 3  lfjxe4 �e8 with 
equal play, 9 • • •  'fjd7 10 .ile3eS l l  
de. After 1 1  d S  lfje 7 Black is ready 
for . . .  f5. 11  • • •  lfjcxeS 12 i1fe2 
lfjxc4 13 i1fxc4 �e8 14.ild4lfjeS. 
Black has developed his pieces 
actively and has a pleasant game. IS 
i!ffl Ah6. Avoiding the exchange of 
the bishops and threatening . . .  
lfjc6. 16 .ilxeS?!. Giving up the 
bi�hop in order to get some tempi for 
the advance in the centre. However, 
the bishop is stronger here, so 1 6  f4 
lfjc6 1 7  Ae3 came into 
consideration. 16 • • •  � xeS 17 £4 
§e8 18eS ..Q.g7 19 i!ff3 i1fc8! 20ed 
00 21 �d3 i!rcS+ 22�h2 i1ff,423 
a3?!. Morecautiouswas23 � b l .  23 
• • •  i!r xb224 �bl i1fxc22S § xb7 
�ab8 26 � Xa 7. Black will seize the 
initiative now. Better was 26 �e3J 
exchanging a pair of rooks. 26 • • •  

�b3 27 �e3 �f8. After 2 7  . . .  
§ xe3, 28 i1fxe3 the threat i1fe8+ 
prevents Black from taking the 
piece. 28 lfjd5 � xe3 29 i1fxe3 
i1fdl 30 lfje7+. On 30 i1fe4 there is 
30 . . .  .ild4. 30 . . .  �h8 31 
lfjc6 �dS 32 � c7? ( 126) . The de­
cisive mistake. 32 lfjb4 was 
correct. 

32 • • •  �c4! 33 �g3. White 
cannot drive ofT the queen and 
decides to approach with the king 

126 

B 
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in order to be able to oller the 
exchange of queens. 33 • • •  .ilf6. 
Threatening 34 . . .  .ild8 3S �c8 
.ilh4+ . 34 � �g7 35 i1fe2 
i1fc3+ 36 i1fe3 i1fal 37 �d7 
�a8!. Black penetrates and wins. 
38 �a7  �c8 39 lfjb4 �c3 40 
lfjd3 �fl + 41 �e4 dS+ docs not 
save ''''hite. 38 i!re6 �n + 0-1. 

Griffiths-Miles 
Birmingham 1 974 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 'fJffi 3 lfjc3 g6 4 lfjf3 
..Q.g7 S h3. A preventive move, 
depriving Black of g4 and 
preparing for Ae3, but it is a tempo 
Black can make use of. S • • •  0-0 6 
j'te3 c6. The best. Black balks e5 
since he has at his disposal . . .  'fjdS. 
At the same time he thinks of . . .  
b5. 7 a4 �c7. The best square for 
the queen. InTorre-Portisch, Nice 
1 974, Black played worse-7 . . .  
lfjbd7 8 �d2 i1fa5? 9 ..Q.e2 eS 10  
O-{) ed 1 1  lfjxd4 i1feS 1 2 1tf4 i1fe7 
1 3  lfjf3 lfje8 14 AgS f6 I S  Ae3 and 
White had a clear positional 
advantage. 8 �d2 lfjbd7 9 Ae2 
b6. A logical continuation. Black 
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fianchettoes the bishop on b 7 and 
gets ready for Q-side action. 10 0-0 
a6 11 .a,h6 .llb7 12 J;txg7 <ifixg7 
13 �h4? The plan of a king's 
wing attack will show its weak sides 
soon. Better was 1 3  .§ fe 1 and. then 
1 3  . . .  b5 14 .a,n with level game. 
13 • • •  bS 14 f4? A new error. 
White should have admitted the 
mistake and played 14 f3 b4 1 5  
�d l c 5  16  �e3. The following 
moves lead into a superior position 
for Black. 14 • • •  b4 IS eS be 16 
ef+ �xf6 17 �xc3 cS! ( 127) . 

127 
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White's centre is shattered and his 
pieces are without coordination. 18 
dc .§fc8 19 .a,f3. On 19  b4 there is 
1 9  . . .  a5! 1 9  cd loses to 1 9  . . .  
�b6+ . 19 • • •  .a,xf3 20 .tIxf3 
�xcS+ 21 �xcS .§ xeS 22 c3 
.§b823 .§f2. 23 .§ab l losesa pawn 
to 23 . . .  .§c4. Owing to his active 
pieces and the pawn centre Black has 
a clear advantage in the ending. 23 
. . • �e4 24 .§ e2 f5 2S �d4 <ifif6 26 
.§a3. More resistance was offered 
by 26 .§a2 e5 27  fe+ de 28 �c2. 26 
• • •  eS 27 fe+ de 28 �f3 .§ d5 29 
.§al �g3 30 .§c2 .§bd8 31 c4 

.§dl+ 32 .§ xdl .§ xdl+ 33 <ifif2. 
Or 33 <ifih2 f4 34 .tIg 1 e4 35 c5 �e 7 
36 c6 <ifid8 etc. 33 • • •  f4 34 .tiel e4 
3S cS <ifie7 36 c6 �d8 37 b4 gS 38 
bS ab 39 ab e3+ 40 �  .§ xe1 41 
b6 h5! 42 c7+ �e7 43 c8.t1+ )f;fB 
�I. 

Mukhitdinov-Botvinnik 
Moscow 1 967 
I e4 g6 2 d4 .a.g7 3 .tIc3 d6 4 .tIf3 
� S .a,e2 0-0 6 0-0 .a.g4 7 h3. 
Eliminating the bishop costs a 
tempo and Black equalizes simply. 
7 • • •  Axf3 8 .a,xf3 .tIc6. Weaker 
is 8 . . .  e5 at once, e.g. 9 de de 1 0  
.a,g5 c6 1 1  �e2 .tIa6 1 2  .§ad l  with 
a clear advantage to White. 9 .t1e2. 
9 .a,e3 seems more logical, although 
after 9 . . . .tid 7 1 0

' 
�d2 .tIb6 1 1  

.a,e2 e5 1 2  de de 1 3  �xd8 .§axd8 
14 Jtc5 .§fe8 Black has a very good 
game, as in Ciric-Botvinnik, 
Beverwijk 1 969. On 9 d5 the best is 
9 . . .  .tIe5 1 0  .a,e2 c6. 9 • • •  eS 10 
c3 .§e8 11 d5. White cannot 
maintain the tension in the centre 
and must choose between the text 
and 1 1  de. After 1 1  . . .  de the 
knight on e2 is badly posted and has 
no active possibilities. 11 • • •  .tIe7 
12 g4? This is a serious weakening 
of the king's wing. Correct was 1 2  
g3 and 1 3  .a,g2. 12 • • •  h6 13 .tIg3 
c6 14 c4 b5! ( 128) . 

This tactical blow gives Black 
very active play. IS cb. 1 5  b3, 
maintaining the tension, was 
better. IS • • •  cd! 16 ed a6 17 
J;te3? 1 7  ba was better. Black 

128 
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would continue 1 7  . . .  �a50r 1 7  . . .  
.§ xa6 with initiative on the Q-side 
in both cases. 17 • • •  abI8�d2�h7 
19a3 �d720 .§acl .§a4!. The rook 
makes possible . . .  e4, winning the 
d5pawn. White cannot well prevent 
it, since 2 1  �d3 is met by 2 1  . . .  e4 
again and after the exchanges the 
pawns on b2 and a3 are falling. 21 
.§c2 e4 22 J:tg2 .tIexd5 23 .§fcl 
�xe3 24 fe .§a7 2S .tIe2 .§eS • 

Black has won a pawn and now he is 
getting ready to break open White's 
king's wing by . . .  h5. 26 �d4 .§b7 
27 �c6 .§dS 28 i!rb4 hS. Black 
penetrates on the king's wing and 
White's position cannot be held . 29 
gh .§ xhS3O .§dl d531 �d4 .§gS 
32 �f1 .tIhS 33 .§f2 �c7 34 <ifie2 
.§g3 3S .§df1 .§ xe3+ ! 36 �xe3 
.a,h6+ �I. On 37  �e2 there is 37  
. . .  .tIg3+ with mate to  follow . 

Matulovic-Botvinnik 
USSR-World 1 970 
I e4 g6 2 d4 .a.g7 3 � d6 4 .tIc3 
� 5 .a,e2 0-0 6 0-0 Ag4 7 .a,gS. 
Making difficult . . .  e5 and 
provoking . . .  h6 when the bishop 
retreats to e3 and the further 
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i!rd2 wins a tempo. 7 • • •  .tIc6. 
Pressure on White's centre is again 
the best plan. 8 h3. 8 �d2 comes 
into consideration. 8 • • •  J;txf3 
9 Axf3�d710�e2h611 Ae3. 0n 
I I  AM follows 1 1  . . .  g5 1 2  J:tg3 e6 
followed by . . .  f5 with excellent 
play. 11 • • •  eS 12 c3 .tIb6 13 b3? 
After this the advantage passed to 
Black. Correct was 1 3  �b3 .tIa5 14  
�c2 4Jac4 1 5  J;tc l ed  1 6  4J xd4 d5 
with a level game. 13 • • •  dS 14 ed 
.tIxd5 15 J;txd5 �xd5 16 de 
�xe5 17 �4 �dS 18 �c1 <ifih7 
19 .§dl .§ad8 20 �c2 .§fe8 21 
.§d2. Simpler was 21 4Jxc6 �xc6 
22 .§ xd8 .§ xd8 23 .§ c 1 and 24 c4 
with approximate equality. 21 • • •  

4Jxd4 22 J;txd4 J;txd4 23 .§ xd4 
�eS 24 .§adl. There was still hope 
for an equal game with .§d2 and 
.§ad l .  Due to White's weak d­
pawn Black's advantage· becomes 
palpable. 24 • • •  .§xd4 2S cd. 
Naturally, not 25 .§ xd4 �e 1 +  26 
<ifih2 .§e2 etc. 25 • • •  �e2 26 
.§d2 �el+ 27 �h2 c6 28 �c4 
.§e7 29  .§d3<ifig7 3O .§f3 .§d7 3I 
�c5 a6 32 .§f4 .§ dS 33 �c2? 
( /29) . 

129 

B 
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A mistake which Black does not 
take advantage of. Correct was 33 
i!¥c4, because now 33 . . .  § xd4 34 
§ xd4 i!¥eS+ or 34 i!¥b2 cS would 
win a pawn. 33 • • •  i!¥e6? 34 g3 g5 
35 §e4 i!¥ffi 36 h4? Giving up the 
pawn which he could save by 36 
i!¥b2 cS 37 §eS! 36 • • •  § xd4 37 
hg hg 38 § xd4 i!¥xd4 39 i!¥f5 
i!¥d5 40 i!¥c8 c5 41 a4 )t>ffi. This 
makes the road to victory difficult. 
41 . . .  b6 wins easily. 42 a5 i!¥f5 43 
i!¥ x b 7 i!¥ xf2+ 44 )t>h3 i!¥fl + 45 
)t>h2 i!¥e2+ . Nothing is gained by 
4S . . .  g4 46 i!¥c6+ )t>g7 47 i!¥d6. 
46 )t>h3 �e6+ 47 )t>h2 �e2+ 48 
)t>h3 )t>g6 49 �b6+ )t>h5. If 49 
. . .  �e6+ White, naturally, moves 
his king. 50 �xc5 �e6+ ? SO . . .  
�fl+ S I  )t>h2 f5! gave good 
chances to win. 51 «ftg2 �xb3 52 
�!. Black will not be able to 
improve the position of his pieces, 
because the queen must defend the 
a- and f-pawns. 52 • • •  i!¥a2+ 53 
)t>f3 �a3+ 54 )t>g2 �a2+ 55 
)t>f3 i!¥b3+ 56 )t>g2 i!¥b7+ 57 
)t>h2 �b2+ 58 )t>h3 i!¥g7 59 �c5 
� 60 g4+ �h6 61'�'b6 �g7 62 
�g2 �e6 63 i!¥d4+ ffi 64 i!¥b4 
�d5+ 65 � � 66 i!¥b6 i!¥c4 
67 «ftg3 �e7 68 �h3 i!¥fl+ 69 
«ftg3 �d3+ 70 �g2 �e4+ . 70 . . .  
i!¥d 6 7 1  i!¥b 7 + �e6 72 i!¥e4+ also 
leads to a draw. 71 )t>g3 i!r£4+ 72 
)t>h3 i!¥fl + 73 �g3 i!¥el+ 74 
�g2 i!¥d2+ 75 �h3 i!¥d3+ 76 
)t>g2 �d5+ 77 �h3. 77 �fl is 
significantly better. The text almost 
loses. 77 • • •  i!¥hl+ 78 �g3 i!¥h4+ 

79 )t>f3 i!¥h3+ 80 �f2 i!¥h2+ 81 
� �4+ 82)t>el i!¥g3+ 83 �  
�4+ 84 �el i!¥d6 85 i!¥b7+ 
�e6 86 i!¥b3+ �e5 87 i!¥e3+ 
�d5 88 i!¥d3+ )t>c5 89 i!¥a3+ ! 
)t>c6 90 i!¥a4+ �d5 91 i!¥b3+ 
)t>e4 92 i!¥c4+ � 93 i!¥d3+ 
t-1-. 

Jimenez-Matulovic 
Palma Interzonal 1 970 
I d4 g6 2 e4 d6 3 {)c3 -'tg7 4 {)f3 
{)ffi 5 .lle2 0-0 6 0-0  -'tg4 7 -'te3 
{)c6 8 d5. White reacts in the 
centre at once, but it allows 
counterplay on the wing. After 8 
§ e 1 eS 9 dS {)e 7 10  i!¥d2 {)e8 1 1  
§ ad l  -'td7 1 2  .llc4 )t>h8 Black 
had an excellent game, as in 
Miagmarsuren -I vkov, Sousse 
1 967. 8 • • •  -'txf3 9 Axf3 {)e5 10 
Ae2 c6. Taking on f3, Black won a 
tempo to undermine White's centre 
and open a file on the Q-side. I I  f4 
{)ed7 12 .llf3. 1 2  dc bc 1 3  i!¥d2 
came into consideration. The text 
allows the opening of the c-file and 
Black's counterplay on it. 12 • • •  cd 
13 ed. After 1 3  {)xdS {)xdS 14  
i!¥xdS Axb2 I S  §ab l  Aa3! 16  
§ x b 7 licS the play would be 
equal. 13 • • •  §c8 14 §f2. 14 .lld4 
was more logical, while 14 .llxa7? 
§ xc3! I S  be b6 1oses. 14 • • •  {)b6 15 
.lld4 § c4. Black is threatening 16  
. . .  § xd4 followed by . . .  {)fxdS. 
16 {)e2 h5. An unnecessary 
weakening. 16  . . .  i!¥d7 was good. 
17 c3 §c8 18b3 {)bd7 19 c4a6 2O 
{)c3. Black's pieces had to retreat 

from their active positions, but 
Black can count on counterplay 
based on . . .  bS. 20 • • •  {)e8 21 
�d2. An imprecision allowing . . .  
bS. Better was 2 1  -'txg7 {)xg7 22 
a4 i!¥aS 23 {)e2 with some 
advantage. 21 • • •  -'txd4 22 i!¥xd4 
{)g7 23 i!¥d2 b5! ( 130) . 

130 
W 

24 cb �a5 25 {)e4 i!¥xb5?!. 2S  
. . .  i!¥ xd2 26  § xd2 ab  led into an 
equal endgame. After the text 
White retains the advantage. 26 
§el §c7 27 §fe2 4Jc5 28 )t>hl. 
Owing to the pressure on the e-file 
White has the better of it. Black's 
pieces are tied to the defence of e7 
and he has no clear plan. 28 • • •  

{)f5 29 {)g3 {) x g3+ 30 hg § e8 
31 § e3 a5 32 f5 i!¥b4 33 i!¥f2? 
Giving up the greater part of the 
advantage. 33 i!¥c2! makes White's 
prospects clearly better. 33 • • •  

i!¥d4 34 fg fg 35 i!¥e2 � 36 i!¥b5 
§a8 37 i!¥c4 § b8. Black is 
threatening . . .  §b4 and White 
decides to exchange queens. 38 
i!f£4 i!¥xf4 39 gf � 40 g4? A 
losing error. 40 g3 was necessary. 40 
• • •  hg 41 .llxg4 §b4 42 §fl a4 
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43 ba § xa4 44 a3 §ca7 45 
.lle6+ {)xe6 46 § xe6. After 46 
de+ )t>f6 Black's king penetrates. 
46 • • •  E!d4 47 f5 § xd5 48 § xg6 
§ xf5 49 E! xf5+ �xg6 50 §f3 
e5 51 §d3 §a6 52 a4 )t>f5 53 
)t>g2 )t>e4 54 §a3 )t>d4 55 � d5 
56 a5 )t>c4 57 §al )t>b4 58 E!el 
E!ffi+ 59 )t>g4 e4 60 §dl )t>c4 61 
§al e3 62 a6 e2 63 a7 §f8 0-1. 

Vasyukov-Parma 
Camaguey 1 974 
I e4 d6 2 d4 {)ffi 3 4Jc3 g6 4 {)f3 
.1lg7 5 Ae2 ().....O.6 0-0 .1lg4 7 .lle3 
{)c6 8 �d2 e5 9 d5. Blocking the 
centre White will seek for his 
chances on the Q-side, Black on the 
other wing. 9 • • •  {)e7 10 a4 .llc8. 
The alternative, 1 0  . .  , lid 7, we 
find in the next game. I I  {)el 
{)d7. The previous move makes 
this possible. After 1 1  . . .  4Je8 1 2  
{)d3 f5 1 3  f4! White's prospects in 
the centre would be very good. The 
text controls the important square 
eS. 12 a5 a6 13 4Jd3 f5 14 f3 4Jffi 
15 §fbl Ad7 16 §a3. On 16  b4 
the waiting move 1 6  . . .  «fth8 is all 
right as well as the sharp 16 . . .  
..Q..bS. So White moves the rook to 
b3. 16 • • •  )t>h8 17 §b3 i!¥c8 18 
)t>hl c6 19 {)f2 ( 131) . The critical 
moment of the game. After 1 9  . . .  
cd 20 4JxdS, advancing his c-pawn 
White will have the better of it and 
the blockade with 1 9  . . .  cS is not 
good either. 

19 • • •  fe! 20 fe cd 21 ed 4Jf5 22 
.lld3 {)d4 23 §b6 -'tf5! Playing 
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131 
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actively Black has succeeded III 

keeping the balance. 24 t! xd6 
-gye5 25 t!b6 .£lxd5 26 .£lxd5. 26 
t! x b 7 does not work owing to 26 
. . . -gyc6 27 t! xg7 .£lxe3 etc. 26 
• . •  -gyxd5 27 t!dl t!ad8 28 
AxfS gf 29 Axd4 ed 30 .£ld3 
t!de8 31 .£lf4 -gye4 32 t!fl !-l 
The game is approximately level. 
Black should continue 32 . . .  t!f7 
(but not 32 . . .  Ae5? 33 .£lg6+ ) .  

Geller-V asyukov 
Kislovodsk 1 968 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 .£lf6 3 .£le3 g6 4 .£lf3 
Ag7 5 Ae2 0-0 6 0-0  Ag4 7 Ae3 
.£le6 8 -gyd2 e5 9 d5 .£le7 10 a4 
Ad7. Black's intention is to start an 
action on the king's wing with . . .  
.£lh5 and he does not need d 7 for 
the knight. 11 a5 a6 12 .£lei .£lh5 
13 .£ld3. 1 3  Axh5 gh gives 
nothing. White cannot take 
advantage of the h5 knight-Black 
continues . . .  f5 with very active 
play. 13 • • •  fS 14 f3? 14 ef was 
better. After the text Black's attack 
is very strong. 14 • • •  .£lf6 15 M f4. 
This is a sort of King's Indian in 
which White has not played c4 and 

his Q-side action IS lacking 
strength. 16 Af2 g5 17 b5 ab 18 
.£lM .£lg6 19 .£lxb5g420c4 ( 132) . 
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20 • • •  g3!. The pawn sacrifice 
shatters White's king position and 
the attack is winning. 21 hg .£lh5 
22 -gyel. Or 22 gf efthreatening . . .  
.£lg3 and . . .  -gyh4. 22 • • .  Ah6! 23 
g4 .£lg3. White is very weak on the 
black squares. 24 Axg3 fg 25 
-gyxg3 Ae3+ 26 <ithl .£lf4 27 
Adl .£le5 28 .£le2 -gyg5. Now the 
manoeuvre . . .  t!ili-h6 cannot be 
parried. 29 -gyh2 t!f6 30 g3 t!h6 
31 gf t! xh2+ 32 <itxh2 -gyh4+ 33 
<itg2 Axb5 0-1. 

Spassky-Parma 
Havana 1 966 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 .£lf6 3 .£le3 g6 4 .£lf3 
Ag7 5 .£le2 0-0 6 0-0  Ag4 7 Ae3 
.£le6 8 lIrd2 e5 9 d5 .£le 7 lO t! adl. 
A preventive move directed against 
. . .  c6. 10 • • •  .£ld7?!. This allows 
the exchange of the white-squared 
bishops which favours White, 
because Black's attack on the K­
side will be weaker. White had a 

better game after 10  . . .  Axf3 I I  
Axf3 .£)d7 1 2  Ae2 f5 1 3 g3 4Jffi 1 4  
f3 -gyd7 1 5  Ab5, Spassky-Parma, 
Sanjuan 1 969. Correct was 1 0  . . .  
Ad7. 1 1 .£lg5! .£lxe2 12 .£lxe2 h6 
13 .£lh3 <ith 7 14 e4 fS 15 f3. 1 5  ef gf 
1 6 f4 or 1 5  . . .  .£lxf5 1 6 f3 leads to a 
clear advantage. 15 • • •  .£lf6. Black 
should have blocked the K-side 
with 1 5  . . .  f4. 16 .£lhxf4 ef 1 7  
".£lxf4 is refuted by 1 7  . . .  t! xf4! 1 8  
Axf4 g 5  with excellent play. Now 
White has time to correct his 
mistake. 16 efgf17f4 .£le4 18 -gye2 
-gye8 19 .£lf2 .£lxf2 20 t! xf2 e4 • 

Otherwise 2 1  fe de 22 c5 would not 
be pleasant. 21 Ad4 e5? A 
dangerous weakening. 2 1  . . .  t!g8 
22 Axg7 t! xg7 23 .£ld4 -gyd 7 
allowed counterplay on the g-file. 
22 de Axd4 23 .£lxd4 .£lxe6 24 
-gyc3. The attractive 24 .£lb5 would 
not be good due to 24 . . .  .£lb4 and 
. . .  .£ld3. 24 • • •  -gye7 ( 133) . There 
is more resistance in 24 . . .  .£lxd4 
25 -gyxd4 -gye6. White will now 
transfer the knight to e3 and Black 
will not be able to hold his 
weaknesses. 

25 .£le2! t!ad8 26 t!fd2 -gye6 27 
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.£le3 .£le7. Losing a pawn, but after 
27 . . .  b6 28 lIra3 t!ili 29 t!d5 
Black is also lost. 28 -gyM .£lg6 29 
t! xd6 lIre7 30 g3 t!f& 31 e5 
t!fxd6 32 t! xd6 1-0. 

Browne-Timman 
Stockholm 1972 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 .£lf6 3 .£lc3 g6 4 .£lf3 
!J.g7 5 Ae2 0-0 6 0-0  !J.g4 7 Ae3 
.£le6 8 -gyd2 e5 9 d5 .£le7 10 t!adl 
Ad7. Avoiding the exchange of 
bishops and vacating g4 for the 
knight. 11 .£lei. On I I  h3 possible 
is 1 1  . . .  .£lh5 followed by . . .  f5. 11 
• • •  .£lg4 12 Axg4 Axg4 13 f3 
Ad7 14 Ah6. 14 .£ld3 at once was 
thought to be better but in recent 
games White has usually chosen 1 4  
f4; after 1 4  . . . Ag4 1 5  .£lf3 (Gligoric 
suggests 1 5  t! b 1 )  Black can play 1 5  
· . .  ef 1 6  Axf4 f5. 14 • • .  Axh6 15 
-gyxh6 e6! 16 de -gyb6+ 17 �hl 
Axc6 18 f4. Trying to attack 
instead of thinking how to defend. 18 
• . •  f6. A simple defensive move 
directed against f5 or the rook 
manoeuvre to an attacking position 
on the third rank. Naturally not 18  
· . .  -gyxb2 19 f5. 19 .£ld3 fS! (134) . 

134 
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Black opens the play in the centre 
and seizes the initiative. 20 fe fe 21 
�4 €)5 22 i!rg5 i!rd8 23 i!rxd8 
§fxd8. White's threats have 
disappeared and Black's initiative is 
becoming concrete. 24 €)fdS e3! 25 
§fel. If 25 ed then 25 . . .  e2 26 
€)xe2 ltxd5 27 § xd5 €)e3. 25 

• • •  de 26 €) xe3 €)xe3 27 
§ xd8+ § xd8 28 § xe3 b5!. The 
simplified position favours Black. 
White's king is shut in and needs a 
tempo to get free, Black's rook can 
take the second rank. Black's bishop 
is superior to the knight. 29 a3 a5 
30 b4? A serious error losing 
material. 30 <;t>g I was Ill­

dispendable. 30 • • •  ab 31 ab e4 
32 <;t>gl §d4. White will lose a 
pawn . The realization is 
instructive. 33 €)a2 §d2 34 €)c3 
§ xc2 35 €)xe4 §b2 36 g4 § xb4 
37 €)f6+ <;t>f7 38 g5 §c4!. But not 
38 . . .  h6 39 gh! <;t>xffi 40 §h3. 39 
§h3 b4 40 § xh7+ <;t>e6 41 §h3 
<;t>5 42 §g3 §c3 43 §g4 b3 44 
§ b4 <;t> x g5 45 €)g4 lte4! 46 
§ xe4 b2 47 §b4 §cl+ 48 <;t>g2 
bl i!r 49 § xbl § xbl 50 .£)f'2 
§ b2 51 <;t>g3 § b3+ 52 <;t>g2 � 
53 €)h3 g5 54 €)gl <;t>g4 55 h3+ 
<;t>b4 56 €)f3+ § xf3 57 <;t>xf3 
<;t>xh3 58 <ififl g4 59 <;t>gl <;t>g3 60 
<;t>hl <;t>f2 �l. 

Planinc-Ree 
Wijk aan Zee 1 974 
I e4 d6 2 d4 €)f6 3 €)c3 g6 4 €)f3 
�7 5 Jte2 � 6 � 1tg4 7 lte3 
€)c6 8 �d2 e5 9 dS €)e7 10 §adl 

ltd7 11 lth6. The idea is to 
weaken Black's K-side play by 
exchanging the bishops. 11 • • •  

Jtxh6. The queen will exert 
unpleasant pressure from h6 and I I  
. . .  €)g4 came seriously into 
consideration. After 1 2  'ltxg7 
<;t>xg7 1 3  h3 Black can play 1 3  . . .  
€)h6 followed by . . .  f5. 12 i!rxh6 
<;t>h8. Vacating the square g8 for 
the knight. If now 1 2  . . .  €)g4 then 
1 3  �h4 is disagreeable. 13 €)el 
€)eg8. Too passive. Better was 1 3  
. . .  €)fg8 in order to free the road to 
the f-pawn. 14 i!rd2 i!re7 15 f4. 
White will open the f-file with 
advantage. Black's pieces are badly 
posted. 15 • • •  ef l6 § xf4 lte8 17 
�d4 �e5 18 i!rf2 €)d7? Losing at 
once. 18 . . .  a6 was indispensable. 
19 €)b5 €)c5 20 €)xc7 §c8 ( 13.5) . 
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W 

21 €)e6! .tlxe6 22 de i!rxe6 23 
ltg4 1-O. 

E 
I e4 d6 2 d4 €)f6 3 €)c3 g6 4 lte2 
ltg7 5 h4 ( 136) . 

When the opponent starts a wing 
action seek for your counterplay in 

136 

B 

the centre. 5 • • •  €)c6 6 lte3. For 6 
h5 see Sax-Simic. 6 • • •  e5. 6 . . .  h5 

. is also possible and if 7 i!rd2 then 7 
. . .  r5. 7 d5. 7 de €)xe5 8 f3 
Ae6 9 �d2 €)h5 10  Af'2 0-0 I I  
0-0-0 b5!? Ird to a sharp game 
with unclrar consrquences 
III Holaszrk-Jansson, Sirgen 
Olympiad 1 970. 7 . • •  .tld4 8 
Axd4 ed 9 �xd4 �. Black 
has more than enough compensa­
tion . i()r the sacrificrd pawn, 
Krres-Bouwmeester, The Hague 
1 962. 

Sax-Simit 
Vrnjacka Banja 1 974 
I e4 d6 2 d4 .tlf6 3 .tlc3 g6 4 Ae2 
Ag7 5 h4 .tlc6 6 hS gh. After 6 . . .  
.tlxh5 White had the better of it in 
Kla�an-Kotov, Moscow 1956, 
which went: 7 ltxh5 gh 8 lte3 e5 
.tlge2 ed 10 .tlxd4 .tle5 I I  § xh5 
lte6 12 �e2 i!rd 7 13 .tlf5. 7 lte3. 
White is willing to give up his pair 
of bishops. 7 f3 was interesting with 
the idea .tlh3-f4. 7 • • •  .tlg4 8 
§ xhS .tlxe3 9 fe e6. A flexible 
move preparing to castle long. 
\Veaker is 9 . . .  e5 10 d5 10 �d2 

Pirc Defence 151 

Jtd7 11 0-0-0 �e7 12 €)f3 0-0-0 
13 §dhl h6 14 .tlh2 §dg8 15ltf3. 
In case of 1 5  .tlg4 the best is 1 5  . . .  
ltffiwith a firmposition. 15 • • •  �fB 
16 �f2 lte8. Black's position looks 
very passive, buthe is readyfor . . .  f5 
and thepiayisequal. 17 §h3518ef 
�x519 i!re2 i!ra520 A.g4€)d821 
�c4? White overestimates his 
chances. 2 1  <;t>b 1 was correct. 21 • • •  
hS! 22 ltf3. 22 11.xe6+ .tlxe6 23 
i!rxe6+ ltd 7 loses an exchange. 22 
• • •  b5! 23 i!rb3 b4 24 .tle4 d5? 
Playing originally Black seized the 
initiative, but he stumbles now. 
After 24 . . .  €)b7! (24 . . .  lta4 25 
�c4 d5 26 �c5) Black's initiative 
would be dangerous. Now the 
advantage passes to White. 25 .tlc5 
ltfB ( 137) . 
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26 €)xe6! €)xe6 27 ltxd5 
€)xd4 28 ed lta4 29 �f3. White 
has won a pawn but his pieces are 
not active enough and the 
realization is not an easy task. 29 
• • .  §g5 30 ltc4 <;t>b8 31 <;t>bl 
'lirb6 32 'lirf2 'lirg6 33 §gl ltd6. 
Black's active pieces give him 
excellent chances to draw. 34 .tlf3 
§g4 35 ltd3 'lirg7 36 A5 §f4 37 



152 Pirc Defence 

lle6 .§.e4 38 lld5 .§.e7 39 �fl 
�g6! 40 �e4. After 40 �a6 
�xc2+ 4 1  )t>a 1 there is 4 1  . . .  c6. 
40 • • •  a6 41 lle6 llxe6 42 �xe6 
.§.e243g4 .§.g844g5 �f545 .§.hhl 
.§.fl 46 �e4 .§.g7 47 2£)e5 .§. xg5 
48 .§. xg5 �xg5 49 �xa6. After 
49 2£)c6+ )t>b7 50 {)xb4 �b5! 
51 �xb5 ab 52 {)d3 .§. h2 Black's 
h-pawn could become dangerous. 
49 • • •  Axe5 50 �b5+ )t>e8 51 
de �d2 52 �e6 .§.e2 1-t. 

F 
Cobo-Andersson 
Camaguey 1 974 
1 g3 g6 2 .ilg2 .ilg7 3 d4 {)f6 4 e4 
d6 5 {)e2 0-0 6 {)bc3 e5. In a 
different order of moves we have a 
Pirc with White's KB in fianchetto. 
7 0-0 {)e6. 7 . . .  c6 8 a4 a5 9 h3 
.§.e8 10 Ag5 {)bd7 1 1  �d2 �c7 
1 2  .§.ad l  {)b6 1 3  b3 In 
Hubner-Donner, Skopje 
Olympiad 1 972, was filVourable to 
White. 8 de. But not 8 h3? cd 9 
{)xd4 {)xe4!. 8 • • •  de 9 �xd8. 
Better was 9 Ag5 Ae6 10 {)d5 
Axd5 1 1  I'd {)e7 1 2  c4 with 
minimal advantage. 9 • • •  .§. xd8 
10 .ilg5 Ae6 1 1  f4? I I  {)d5 Axd5 
12 cd {)d4 13 {)xd4 ed 14 .§.fe 1 h6 

led to a level game. The initiati\"C 
passes now to Black. 11 . • .  ef 12 
{)xf4. 12 .§. xf4 is met by 12 . . .  
{)h5. 12 • • •  Ae4 13 {)d3 {)g4! 
( 138) . 

138 

W 

14 Axd8 .§. xd8 15 h3. More 
chances of saving the game were 
offered by 1 5  Af3 {)e3 16 .§.£2 
Axd3 1 7  cd .§. xd3, although 
Black has more than adequate 
compensation. 15 • • •  {)e3 16 .§.fl 
Axd3 17 cd .§. xd3 18  {)d5? 1 8  
)t>h l was better. Now Black wins 
back the exchange. 18 • • •  Ad4 19 
)t>h1. Or 19 {)f4 .§.d 1 + ! .  19 • • •  

{)xd5 20 ed Axfl 21 de be 22 g4 
Ad4 23 .§.bl .§.d2 24 b3 .§. xa2 25 
Axe6 )t>g7 26 '§'el Ac5 27 -'td5 
Ad6 28 .§.e3 .§.h2+ 29 )t>gl 
.§.d2! 0-1. 

Index of Complete Games 

ALEKHI NE-Euwe 1 03 

BOBOTSOV -Petrosian 24 
BONDAREVSKY -Botvinnik 8 7  
BRONSTEI N  -Benko 1 23, Petrosian 

92 
BROWNE-Timman 1 49 
BYRNE, R �Korchnoi 1 09, Parma 1 34 

CAPABLANCA-Alekhine 27,  3 1 ,  1 02 
COBO-Andersson 1 52 

FISCHER-Kovacevic 1 05 ,  Spassky 
1 8, Uhlmann 1 1 6 

GARCIA, S-Uhlmann 1 1 0 
GELLER-Suetin 55, Uhlmann 1 0 1 ,  

Vasyukov 1 48 
GHEORG HIU-Andersson 47,  Larsen 

54, Ljubojevii: 58 
GIPSLIS-Korchnoi 1 00. Marovii: 2 1  
GLIGORIC-Filip 1 2, Pietzsch 1 1 8, 

Quinteros 1 29, Suetin 56 
GRIFFITHS-Miles 1 43 
GRUNFELD-Alekhine 29 
GULKO-Timman 1 04 

HARTSTON-Torre 1 38, Uhlmann 
I l 7  

HECHT-Parma 1 35 
HONFI-Vadasz 1 42 

IVKOV -Fischer 42, Guimard I I 

J I MENEZ-Botvinnik 1 40, Matulovic 
1 46 

KAPLAN -Moles 107 
KARPOV -Korchnoi 96,  97,  98, 99, 

Nikolayevsky 1 3 1 ,  Uhlmann 93 

KLOVAr-.i-Karasev 1 37 
KORCHNOI-Bronstein 1 1 9, Geller 

1 5, Spassky 2 1 ,  22 
KUZMIN-Uhlmann 94 
LANGEWEG-Korchnoi 7 9  
LARSEN-Najdorf 65, Spassky 1 7, 6 1 ,  

Uhlmann 89, 90 
LASKER-Capablanca 25 
LENGYEL -Antunac 5 1 ,  Karpov 38 
LEVY-Faragq 1 20 
LJUBOJEVIC-Jansa 1 24, Portisch 62 

MATULOVIC-Botvinnik 1 45,  Brons-
tein 1 28 

MEDINA-Larsen 1 4 1  
MUKITDINOV -Botvinnik 1 44 

N I KOLIC, S-h'kov 1 08 

OLAFSSON-Bronstein 80, Marovii: 
30 

PACHMAN-Gligorit 75 
PADEVSKY-Matanovit 1 25 
PARMA-Eising 1 32, Keene 1 27 
PETROSIAN-Bikhovsky 20, Spassky 

1 2  
PLANINC-Ree 1 50 
POLUGAEVSKY -Kavalek 48, Por-

tisch 28 
PORTISCH-Petrosian 30 

RAICEVIG-Tarjan 7 1  
REE-Polugaevsky 8 1  
RESHEVSKY-Polugaevsky 43 

SAVON-Belyavsky 56, Dely 1 39, 
Donner 1 2 7  

SAX -Simic 1 5 1  
SCH M ID-Portisch 9 5  
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SMYSLOV-Boleslavsky 1 1 5, Botvin­
nik 85, Fischer 73,  Keres 35, Letelier 
1 1 4, Uhlmann 67 

SPASSKY-Parma 1 48 
STEAN -Forintos 86 
STEIN-Uhlmann I I I  
SUETIN-Hasin 1 1 3, Iykoy 1 1 2, 

Zhidkoy 1 32 
SZABO-Kavalek 1 8  
SZILY-Marovic 1 9  

TUKMAKOV-Korchnoi 3 7  

UHLMANN-Adorjan 50, Byrne, R 
52, Korchnoi 82, Spassky 1 4  

VAGANIAN-Planinc 44, Velimirovic 
59 

VASYUKOV-Parma 1 47 
VELI M I ROVIC-Rajkoyic 1 25 

Z I LBERSTEIN-Vasyukov 4 1  

Index of Players of the Black Pieces 

Adorjan 50 
Alekhine 27, 29, 3 1 ,  1 02 
Andersson 47,  1 52 
Antunac 5 1  

BeJyavsky 56 
Benko 1 23 
Bikhovsky 20 
Boleslavsky 1 1 5 
Botvinnik 85, 87,  1 40, 1 44, 1 45 
Bronstein 80, 1 1 9, 1 28 
Byrne, R .  52 

Capablanca- 25 

Dely 1 39 
Donner 1 27 

Eising 1 32 
Euwe 1 0 3  

Farago 1 20 
Filip 1 2  
Fischer 42, 7 3  
Forintos 8 6  

Geller 1 5  
Gligoric 7 5  
Guimard I I  

Hasin 1 1 3 

I vkov 1 08,  1 1 2 

Jama 1 24 

Karasev 1 37 
Karpov 38 
Kavalek 48 
Keene 1 2 7  
Keres 35 
Korchnoi 37 ,  79, 82, 96, 97 ,  98, 99, 

1 09 
Koval'evic 1 0 5  

Larsen 54, 1 4 1  
Letelier 1 1 4 
Ljuhojevic 58 

Marovic 1 9, 2 1 ,  30 
Matanovic 1 25 
Matuloyic 1 46 
Miles 1 43 
Moles 1 07 

Najdorf 65 
Niko)ayevsky 1 3 1  

Parma 1 34, 1 35, 1 47, 1 48 
Petrosian 24, 30, 92 
Pietzsch 1 18 
P1anine 44 
Polugaevsky 43, 8 1  
Portisch 28, 62, 95 

Quinteros 1 29 

Raj kovil: 1 25 
Ree 1 50 



156 Index of Players oj the Black Pieces 

Simic 1 5 1  
Spassky 1 2, 1 4, 1 7 , 1 8, 2 1 , 22, 6 1  
Suetin 5 5 ,  56 

Tarjan 7 1  
Timman 1 04, 1 49 
Torre 1 38 

Uhlmann 67, 89, 90, 93, 94, 1 0 1 .  1 1 0, 
I I I , 1 1 6, 1 1 7  

Vadasz 1 42 
Vasyukov 4 1 ,  1 48 
Velimirovic 59 

ZhidkO\" 1 32 

Index of Variations 

1 b3 6 1  
1 c4 69 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 ( 2  lLJc3, 2 lLJf6, 2 Ag5 39) 2 . . .  ('6: 

3 lLJc3 Ac7 9 
3 g3 {:)f6 4 Ag2 34 

1 d4 {:)f6 2 c4 c5 40 
1 e4 d6 2 d4 {:)f6 3 {:)c3 g6 1 2 1  
1 e4 e6 84 
1 {:)f3 67 
1 £4 65 
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