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Symbols and Abbreviations

+ Check

= Balanced position
! Good move

1 Excellent move

? Bad meove

2

Losing move

Interesting move

2! Doubtful move

Ch Championship

corres Correspondence game

simul  Simultaneous display

W or B at the side of each diagram indicates which side is to move.

In the text a number in brackets refers to the relevant diagram number.

Preface

The idea for this book came to me long ago, but it was only two years ag
that I decided to write it. I spoke with Bruno and, as he shared my opinior
we did it.

It was in 1965 when it first occurred to me that opening books should b
written differently. 1 trained Bojan Kurajica, then a promising youn
player, for the World Junior Championship to be held in Barcelona. |
analysing different positions I found that the theoretical books did not hel
us much. The analysis finished just about when it should have started. ]
was all clear, but it was not clear what to do next, what strategic plap
could be based on a certain position.

If you have a coach, any theoretical book is OK, but if you study ches
alone as most people do, and if you are not a chess master but just
beginner or a lower category player, you will soon come across serioy
difficulties. Most players who know their theory play their opening
quickly and correctly but as soon as they reach the middle game, they d
not know what to do and lose their way.

The opening is just a part of the game; it should not and cannot b
separated from what comes after. [ believe opening study must be based o1
a selection of games relevant to the understanding of a system or ;
variation. Analysing the games, we learn not only the recommended line
but also the strategic aims they introduce.

There is another problem we wanted to solve in writing this book
Theory has become too complicated, the volumes too big. It has becom
very difficult for a club player to choose what is good in such a labyrinth
Most people have no time and sometimes insufficient knowledge to choost
a repertoire, especially for use with Black.

This book offers one of the many possible repertoires for Black. We chose
variations carefully. We tried to leave some choice to the handler of the
black pieces; he can decide whether to play a solid line or a sharp one,
which may depend on the opponent and the state of the tournament. Later
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on he can also widen the repertoire, introducing new variations. We also
tried to give an answer to whatever White would play in the opening; of
course bizarre moves cannot be included. Most important of all, the lines
we suggested offer counterplay and have rich strategic contents.
We do hope the reader will find this book useful and interesting.
Here I wish to thank master Ervin Sindik for his help in the preparation
of this volume. I am also grateful to my wife for her patient help.
DM
Lagreb, April 1977
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1 Queen’s Gambit

Symmetrical positions are, as a rule, the most solid and it is not surprising
that in the last decade the Queen’s Gambit has acquired new followers.
There is an increasing number of players who introduce some variations of
the Queen’s Gambit in their repertoires. The reason is of quite a practical
nature; the tournament fight often forces a player to avoid sharp lines and
seek quiet, positional play, which perhaps offers fewer chances to win but
certainly reduces the dangers to go astray. The Queen’s Gambit is not a
convenient weapon only in those cases when we need a draw but in other
situations too. Playing against players whose strong point is tactics, it is
desirable to shun the sharp systems and take refuge in a symmetrical pawn
structure. The same is true when playiag against someone who has to play
for a win: it is better to hove a quiet position and a stable pawn structure in
which forcing play costs dearly, than to meet your opponent’s wishes
by playing, for instance, the Benoni.

It is for these reasons we are of the opinion that the Queen’s Gambit
must have a place in every good repertoire. From the vast range of
possibilities the Queen’s Gambit covers, we have chosen just two
variations—Tartakower and Carlsbad. Both are current, both very solid,
both have excellent results in master practice. And something important:
both variations, while tough and solid, are not passive and offer
counterplay, especially the Tartakower which, against a certain type of
tactician, can be an excellent means to play for a win.

Together with these two variations we give other possibilities White can
choose. We also analyse the Catalan and some rare lines White can go into.

After 1d4d52c4e63 3 Re74 D3 (4cded 5 §f4 -seep.21) 4. ..
D6 we examine:

A5 Qe50-06e3h67 Ax6 Jx6 -p. 10

B5 Qg50-06e3h67 §h4 b6 8 Wc2 - p. 13

C5 Qg5006e3h67 §h4b68 He2 -p. 14

D5 QHg50-06e3h67 Qh4 b6 8 cd £yxd5 — p. 16



10 Queen’s Gambit
E5 Jf4-p. 19

F5 850-06e3 HYbd7 7 cd (7 Wc2) 7

.ed 8 Wc2c69 §d3 -p. 23

G5 Qg5 0-06¢3 &Ybd7 7 Hcl ab - p. 26

A
1d4d52cte63 5\c3 Q7 4 H\f3
565 (g5 0-0 6 e3 h6 7 { xf6
QA xf6 ().

In order to determine exactly the
idea of the exchange of the black-
squared bishop, and the dangers
this position hides for Black, we
have to start from its basic
characteristics. White gave up his
black-squared bishop but he
limited the activity of the §f6 by
the pawn structure in the centre. In
many cases White will try to
maintain the blockade of the black
bishop, castle Q-side and then start
an attack on Black’s castled position
with h4, g4 and g5; the exchange on
f6 makes it easier. Carryingout . . .
¢5 Black, on the contrary, must try
to strengthen the activity of the @ f6
and counteract in time. On 8 h4, for
example, Black immediately
answers 8. ..c59g4 cd 10 ed &\cb

and exerts pressure in the centre

- then after 9. ..

before White can endanger his king
position.
Let us examine the main lines:
8 ¥b3. White prepares for Q-
side castling. At the same time he
exerts pressure on d5, wishing to
force . .. c6 and prevent . .. c). It
proves, however, that Black can
play 8...c¢690-0-0 &)d7 10 e4 (if
10 g4 then 10 ... &h4 11 Wc2
We7 12 Ad3 dc 13 ) xc4 e5 with
good play for Black as in
Hernandez-Spassky, Tallinn 1975)
. &§)b6, as recommended by
Pachman. If White chooses 9 e4
&Hd710cdcd 11 ed
Hb6 12 de {Hxeb, Black has
satisfactory compensation for the
pawn. Besides, on 8 ¥b3 there is
also8...dc9 f xc4cH10dc §d7

with . .. &Yxc5 to follow and it is”

obvious White cannot realize his
original plan.

8 Wc2 c5. Neither does the
queen on c2 prevent the standard
counterblow. If 9 dc then simply 9

. Wa5 10 fe2 dc with level play.
On 9 0-0-0 follows 9 .. . c¢d 10 ed
(or 10 &yxd4 &Yc6) 10... & cb 11
h4 ¥c7 12 Hbl ¥4 which checks
White’s attack. If 13 a3 then 13 . ..
Hd8 14 ¢5 e5. Apart from 12 . ..
W4, 12 ... Bd8 is also strong (see
the game Ivkov—-Guimard below).

8 Hcl. Directed against . .". ¢

this move is certainly more

consistent than the above lines.
Black is compelled to play c6 (see
Gligoric-Filip).

8 ¥d2. This move also prevents
the freeing ... c¢5, but Black has
enough counterplay. For example:

. &b (8 ... bb leads to a
difficult game; see Korchnoi-Ciri¢
in Petrosian-Spassky.) 9 Ed1 dc 10
B xcde511d5 He7 12 e4 Hgb or
12 He4 &5 followed by . . . £)d6,
as Spassky played once. In case
White plays 9 Ecl, Spassky’s plan
is not good any more, because
White already exerts pressure on
the c-file and the backward pawn
on c7. In that case Black can play
the simple 9 ... b6 (compare
Petrosian—-Spassky; here White has
no possibility to blockade the Q-
wing with b4).

Ivkov—Guimard

Argentina 1955

1d4d52c4e63 5Hc3 0H 64 g5
De75e30-06 HOHf3h6 7 O xf6
D xfB 8 ¥c2 ¢5. Weakeris 8 . ..
c6, because after 9 0-0-0 &€)d7
White starts an attack on the K-side
with 10 h4 dc 11 g4. Black has to
fight that plan at once. 9 0-0-0 cd
10 ed £Hcb. After 10 ... dc 11
Q xc4 £\c6, White would continue
¥e4 and unpleasant threats to the
K-side appear. 11 h4 ¥¢7. On 12
cd there is a simple 12 ... §ib4
now and at the same time g4 is
prevented: consequences of the
previous weakening of White’s
pawn structure. 12 &bl Hd8. The
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threatis 13 . . . dc, while g4 is still
thwarted. 13 ¢5 b6 14 HHb5. White
has lost the strategic battle and now
enters the tactical complications
unwillingly. 14 ... %b8 15 £\d6.
On 15 cb ¥ xb6 16 g4, Black has a

strong tactical blow in 16 ... e5!
and it turns out that 17 g5 is not
good because of 17 ... Hb4

followed by ... @5+ etc. 15...
bc 16 dc #b4. Prevents g4 and
makes possible ... Hb8. 17 a3
a5 18 g4 (2).

{/'/
>
4 2 %

7.
/y / %ﬁ/
ﬁ’////

Ivkov knew he was lost, but he
was lucky. Guimard did not find
the strongest continuation—18 . . .
H xd6! 19 ¢d Eb8 and there is no
defence. For example: 20 ¥ xc6
Hxb2+ 21 &cl Qd7 etc. 18...
Eb819 H)b5g620g5hg 21 hS5gh
22 EH xh5 Hxb5 23 § xb5 ¥ xb5
24 Hxg5 O xg5. But not 24 . . .
Re7 25 Hh8+! 25 Hxgs+ I8
26 f4d4. Very bad. 26 . .. a6 or

. Qe7 is indispensable. 27
Wh7 We2. After this Black
succeeds in losing. 28 Hg8+ Fe7
29 whe+ Hd7 30 H xd8+ FHc7
30 E1xd4 1-0. In spite of all errors
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the gameisexceptionally instructive
for the problems arising after the
opening stage.

Gligoric-Filip
Zagreb 1965
1d4d52c4e63 Hc3 Qe74 H 3
65 g5 0-06e3h67 {xf6
8 xf6 8 Hcl c6. As a matter of fact
Black has another possibility worthy
ofattention—Petrosian’s8. . . fe7.
8. . .bbisnotsogood;after3cded 10
Bd3 4b7110-0itisobviousthat 11
. .&Yd7 doesnotwork, while 11. . .
¥e7 12 Hel creates the unpleasant
threate4. 11 ... He8 is better, but
difficulties remain. 9 §d3 H)d7.
Several rounds ({of the same
tournament) later, Portisch played,
against Gligori¢, 9. . . dc 10 § xc4
&Hd711 Heded512 ) xf6+ Wxf613
0-0 We7 l4eded 15 ¥Wxds HYb6 16
b3 @ g4withagood game. 100-0
dc 11 § xct e5 12 Hed. On 12d5,
Gligoritgives12. . .5Yb613 Qb3 es
14 &yxed fxb2 15 Hc2ced. 12...
ed 13 Hyxf6+ x4, This is an
error, although it does not look like
one: It was necessary to play 13. ..
Hxfo 14 ¥xd4 Qg4 with level
play. 14 ¥xd4 ¥xd4 15 HHxd4
ENf6 16 13 (3).

Black has difficulties with his
development, while White simply
takes space and squeezes him. The
endgame is clearly favourable for
White. 16. .. §d717 Efdl Had8
18e4 Efe819b4 §c820 {}b3ab
21 $f2. The more active king is

a//.&//

also an important factor in this
position. 21 ... g6 22 £e2 H e623
£ xe6. White’s knight is bound for
c3 with a possible manoeuvre to ¢5
via a4 or H xd8 and e5 and Black
decided he could not wait any
longer. His next move, however,
creates a lasting weakness. 23. . . fe
24 54 27 25 £Hd3 £H)d7 26 Hb2
5b6 27 a4 Pe7 28 a5 H xdl 29
E xdl £Hd7 30 Hat 28 31 He5
£y%c5 32 be. Practically Whiteis a
pawn up and now he realizes his
advantage with masterly precision.
32...Bf733&e3$f634b4h535
B e5+ 36 Ye3 Lg737 g3 He?
38f4ef+ 39l 640 5d6+ Dg7
4151742 Ped Q7435+ 44
x5 1-0.

Petrosian-Spassky

match 1969

1cd4e62d4d53 53 Qe74 53
EH6 5 285 0-06 e3 h6 7 Q xf6
B xf68 ¥d2b6. This, at firstsighta
natural move, allows White to
realize a favourable position. 9cd ed
10 b4 (4).

A natural and strong move which
prevents. . . c5 and prepares for the
blockade of the Q-wing.10. .. § b7
11 HEbl 6. Korchnoi-Cirié,
USSR-~Yugoslavia 1966,
continued:11. . .£Yd712b5 He813
a4 &8 14 g3 He6 15 Qg2 with
pressure for White. 12 3 d3 £Yd713
0-0 He8 14 Efcl a5. White has
succeeded in giving the position a
closed character in which the pair of
bishops loses significance. The last
move will not change essentially the
position, because White’s a2 pawn
will not be a weakness, while the
pressure on b6 and c6 remains
lasting. 15 ba & xa5 16 85 Ha6.
Black would prefer toplay 16. . . b5,
but he can’t because of 17 a4. 17
Eb3g618 Hd3 Ha719 Hcbl.On
19 e4, grandmaster Suetin pointed
out 19...de 20 &yxe4 c5 21 £d6
A xf3225\1xe8 A g5.19. .. A g720
ad ¥e7 21 Of1 {a6. Black was
afraid probably of g3 and §h3 and
he decides to exchange bishops
himself. However, itisnotdifficultto
notice that after the exchange the
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c6 pawn becomes the heel of
Achilles. 22 h4 § xf1 23 & xf1 h5.
Neither this nor the following
waiting moves are the best solutions.
24 Hel Haa8 25 g3 ¥d6 26 g2
1827 Hebl $g828 wdl () £829
H3b2 3g730 Hc2 Ha731 Hbel
{Hb832 HYe2! H 733 wWd3 Ha734
Wh3 Hab 35 H\f4 [d8 36 £H\d3
Q1837 5)fe5 Fc8 38 Hc3. On 38
N4, Blackwouldplay 38. . .ciwith
counterplay. 38 ... fe7 39 H\f4
816 40 Hed3 Ha5. £H)xd5 was
threatened. 41 ¥Wxb6 X xad 42
Hc5 Hab 43 Hxd5 Wxf4 44
¥xab Wed+ 45 £3 Web 46 Wcd
¥ xe347 £e5 1848 Fc5 N e749
Hbl 2 xc550 & xb81-0. Itisvery
useful to analyse this game
attentively because it points out the
difficulties Black must overcome if
he does not play his opening
precisely.

B

1d4d52c4e63 £H)\c3 He74 03
665 g5006e3h67 Jh4b68
We2 (5).
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As in the previous variation this
move is an introduction to the plan
with Q-side castling and attempts to
attack on the K-side.

8...c5.

HI{Blackdecidesonasharp fighthe
canchoosehere8. . . §b7,themove
we analyse in Uhlmann— Spassky.

9 Hdl.

Black hasnodifficulties in the line
9 dc be 10 cd ed, because after . . .
fe6 and ... HA7 his hanging
pawns will not be weak. 9 0-0-0 cd
10 £Hyxd4 Qb7 also gives Black
active play and he has no reason to
fear the pressure on the d-file.

9...cd10 Hxd4 2b711 fe2
Hbd7 12 00 Hc8 The game is

level.

Uhlmann-Spassky

Moscow 1967
1d4d52cte63 HNe3 He74 03
EF65 1g50-06e3h67 h4b68
¥e2 Ab79 § x£6. 9 0-0-0 is also
possible here. Black’s best reply is 9
. . .5Hbd7 withanimmediate. . .c5.
9... 0 xf610 cd ed 11 0-0-0 c5.
Now White’s strategy becomes
clear. In comparison with the
variation in which White takes on f6
atonce, he haslost a tempo here, but
that has no importance. It is
necessary to notice that Black’s
white-squared bishop would be
more useful on his original diagonal:
itwould makeitdifficult to carry out
the attack with h4 and g4. Besides,
Black is not so quick

with . .. c5. 12 g4. On 12 dc some
theoreticians recommend 12 ...
f xc3 13 ¥xc3 £Hd7, some others
again 12. . .bc 13 £yxd5 @ xd5 14
B4 HA7 with initiative for the
sacrificed pawn. In our opinion
Black has good counterplay in both
cases.12. . .cd 13 ed £ c614h4gb.
A typical defensive possibility in
such positions. 15 g5 hg 16 h5 Hg7
17 hg fg 18 Qb5 g4 (6).

3
/,’ - %7 %7 2y /’/
A7, W1/

7 ,% ,7
% A T 2
P %y Y

White should have played first
Sbl. He sees now that after £ xc6
B xcb, HHed £ xe5 Black has . ..
Wg5+. Soafter. . . g4 theinitiative
is completely on Black’s side and the
decision comes quickly. 19 ¥d2 gf
20 ¥h6+ HFf7 21 Wh7+ Qg7 22
Hh3 Hh8 0-1. If 23 H xf3+ ¥f6

wins.

C
1d4d52cte63 53 Qe74 O3
565 Ngs0-06e3h67 Hhdb68
Le2(7).

On 8 Qd3 the best choiceis 8. . .
¢5 immediately. In case White
exchanges on ¢5 and d5, Black’s
bishop will be better posted on e6

thanonb7. After90-0 §b710 Ecl
(on 10 ¥e2 werecommend 10. . .cd
11'ed £)cb6 with enough pressure in
the centre and a good game) 10. . .
Hbd7 11. We2 Hc8 12 Bfdl (in
caseofexchangesond5Blackretakes
with pieces) 12. . . £Ye4 Black forces
the exchanges and gets rid of the
cramped position.

8...0b79 4 xf6 § xf610 cd
ed 11 0-0.

Now White’s idea becomes clear.
He enters the exchange variation a
tempo down, but in return, there
are some fine points. Because of the
position of the white-squared
bishop on b7, Black will find it
difficult to carry out ... ¢5. For
example: 11...¢512dcbe 13 b3
and White’s pressure on Black’s
hanging pawns is too strong.
White’s intention is to prevent . . .
¢S altogether, either with b4 or
¥b3. If Black decides upon the
passive line with . . . ¢6, White will
base his strategy on the manoeuvre
Dd3, Elfel and e4 at a favourable
moment. Since Black’s bishops
have no open diagonals, Black has
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to oppose these plans very
cautiously.

In order to understand the
dangers we shall analyse an
instructive game.

Korchnoi-Geller

match 1971

1d4d52c4e63 )3 Qe74 013
£HF65 3g50-06e3h67 Jheb68
He2 Ab79 3 x5 { xf610 cd ed
11 00 ¥e7. In the eleventh game
of his match against Karpov,
Spassky chose 11 ... ¥d6.
However, after 12 Hcl a6 13 a3
&Hd7 14 b4 b5 (14 ... Be7 was
certainly better, with the intention
to post his bishop on the ideal
square d6) 15 &el followed by
&\d3, White was clearly better. 11
... ¥d6 does not impress us as a
good move. In our opinion it is
better to play 11 . . . Qe7 aiming at
... d6. Another alternative is 11
... &Xcb, but the fact is Black has to
reconcile himself to defensive
positions. Whoever does not like it
must take another direction with 8
... dc 9 fxc4 @b7. Here the
black bishop has his diagonal open
and after 10 0-0 HHbd7 11 ¥e2
there is the freeing manoeuvre . . .
He4 with approximately level
play. 12 ¥b3 Hd8 13 Hadl c5.
The active lines are not always the
best lines. Grandmaster Suetin
recommended here 13 ... c6 14
Ad3 &d7 15 Hfel &HIB with a
passive but tough position. 14 de
A xe3 15 ¥ xc3be 16 Hcl. Black
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has freed himself but at a high cost.
He is left with hanging pawns in a
typical position in which they are
subjected to constant pressure.
Black is compelled to sustain a
difficult defence. 16 ... HHA7 17
He2. A very useful move in such
positions. It makes possible the
doubling of rooks on the d- and c-
files. 17 ... Hab8. No doubt this
is bad. 17 Hde8 was
indispensable. The d-pawn is well
protected and Black can strengthen
its defence by ... &b, so all the
attention should have been paid to
the defence of the ¢5 pawn. Besides,
the rook may be useful on the a-file:

.. a9 is often a useful move here 18

i)3 Web6 19 Hdl ¥h6 20 Hel (8).

An excellent move, although
natural and easily found. White
intends to increase his pressure on
¢5, causing further weakening of
Black’s position. 20 ... Ebc8 21
D et Web. Black would like to get
rid of the pin on the white diagonal,
but this shot misses the mark,
because the bishop simply

withdrawstoh3.22 § h3 He7.1£22
...d4 thereis 23 ed cd 24 ¥g3. 23
£d3 6 24 a5 HHeB 25 Hxcd
H xed 26 HHxed 1-0. The idea to
carryout. . .chatall costs was over-
ambitious and it was punished.

D

1d4d52cteb3 5\c3 NeT 4 O3
565 8g50-06e3h67 A h4b68
ed Hyxd5 (9).

The basic position of the
Tartakower defence. To ... bé
White reacts following very simple
logic: Black wants to fianchetto his
QB, so it is useful to shut that
diagonal at once. Now for a change
he does not give up his black-
squared bishop as in the above
variations. Black, however, makes
use of it, retakes on d5 with his
knight and goes for the exchange of
pieces. 9 { xe7. If White avoids the
exchange with g3, the best reply
159 ...¢5 On 10 £Yxd5 he has 10
... YWxd5, while 10 §d3 is met
simply by 10. . .cd 11 ed §b7 with

.&d7and. . . 716 o follow. In
this manner he blockades the

isolated pawn, which may lead toa
favourable ending. In comparison
with some similar positions from a
different opening White’s bishop on
g3 is not well posted and Black has
gained a couple of useful tempi. 9
ooo ¥rxe7 10 £yxd5 ed 11 Hcl.
For the alternatives 11 fe2 and 11
£d3 see Larsen-Spassky. 11 ...
Qe6. This is undoubtedly better
than 11 ... §b7. Namely, Black’s
plan is to carry out . . . 5, so he has
to take into consideration the
exchange at c5, when the bishop is
badly posted on the b-file on which
countér pressure must be built.
Naturally, 11 ... ¥b4+ is met by
¥d2 and the exchange of queens
leads to a difficult endgame for
Black. 12 ¥a4 ¢5 13 Wa3 Hc8 14
fe2. For 14 Qb5 see Fischer—
Spassky and Szabo-Kavalek. 14
.+« a5, Apart from this 14 . . . 8
and 14 ... ¥i{8 were played here
often. The intention is obvious:
threatening ... ¢4 to force dc.
There 1s no doubt, however, that

. ad is the best choice. After the
exchange on ¢5 Black will have
pressure on the b-file to counter-
balance White’s pressure on the
hanging pawns. With that in mind
the pawn move is very useful: it will
make possible ... ¥b4 in some
cases or ... a4 if White plays b3.
Besides, playing . .. a5 we narrow
the possibilities of the white queen
and bishop, which may become
very unpleasant at a6.

The position after . . . a5 isequal.
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We turn your attention to the game
Szily-Marovi¢  which confirms
such an opinion.

Larsen-Spassky

match 1968, 8th game
1d4d52c4e63 53 fe74 I3
65 Ng50-06e3b67 3 hib68
cd Hyxd5 9 Qxe7 Wxe7 10
Hxd5 ed 11 Je2. On 11 Qd3
Be6120-0c513dchbe 14 e4 FHd8
is strong and active and also good is
14 ... d4 followed by ... §)d7,
with a possible ... H)b6 and
perhaps . . . a5 against b3 and the
blockade of the black pawns. 11 . ..
Wb4+ is out of the question again,
because the pressure on the open c-
file would be too strong. 11 ...
fHe6 12 0-0 c5 13 Wd2. If White
plays 13 b3, thereis 13. . . a5 again.
13...5d714b3. 1f 14 Hfcl then
14 ... a5 is the best solution, too.
Thus, with the white queen on d2,
14. .. c4isnotattractive because of
15 b3 b5 16 Wa5. 14 ... a5 15
£ b5, Otherwise a4. 15... 5\ f6 16
Hacl Hfc8 17 Wb2 Hd7. Well
done: Black offers the exchange of
bishops in order to realize
undisturbed, the simplifying . . . a4
If White played 16 £&)e5 instead of
Hcl,... Hetand. .. £)d6 would
follow and . . . a4 would be possible
again. 18 §d3a419 Hc2 He620
Bfcl Wa7. This not only defends
¢3, but threatens the breakthrough
on the a-file which leads quickly to
a simple drawn position. 21 h3 ab
22 ab ¥a3 23 %xa3 Hxal 24
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dec B xb325 Qa6 X xc526 Hxcd
be 27 Hxc5 Hbl+ 28 Hh2 Hb2
and Black solved all his problems.
It is instructive to notice what
simple means keep the balance.

Fischer-Spassky

match 1972, 6th game
1cte62f3d53 d4 £HHF64 H)e3
Be75 Hg50-06e3h67 Qhebb
8 cd HHixd5 ¢ ) xe7 ¥xe7 10
Hxd5ed 11 Hcl 3612 ¥adcd
13 ¥a3 Hc814 Qb5 ab6. Before he
develops the knight, Black wants to
chase the bishop and get rid of the
unpleasant possibility, §a6. 15 dc
be 16 0-0 Ha7. 16 ... ¥b7 is
certainly better. 17 § e2 £)d7. On
17 ... a5 18 Hc3 is strong and
White has the typical pressure on
the hanging pawns in the centre. 18
£yd4 Wf8. White’s 18th is very
strong. White’s knight joins the
fight with hidden threats. 18 ...
)6 would be met by 19 Hb3 &Hd7
20 Bc3 19 QXeG fe 20 e4 (10).

A brllhant move, weakening
Black’s pawns. On 20. . . de follows
21 Qc4 We? 22 Efel OHib 23 3.
Tal proposed 20 . . . c4 as the best,

but after 21 ¥h3 W7 22 Qg4 Hed
23 8 h5g6 24 e? Blackisliving in
hard times 20 ... d4. This move
must have been played with a
heavy heart. It means the blockade
of the pawns, it leaves White’s
bishop an excellent post and lasting
pressure. We have here a wonderful
example of good strategy against
hanging pawns in the centre. 21 f4
We7 22 e5. Excellent again: ...
&b6 is prevented with the threat
5.22... Eb8 23 A c4 Ph8. On

3...5)b6,24 ¥b3 wins. 24 ¥h3
8 25 b3 a5 26 £5. Black has no
counterplay and Fischer starts the
attack. 26 . . . ef 27 & xf5 £Hh7 28
Hefl ¥d8 29 g3 He7 30 h4.
Now the knightis out of play. 30. ..
Ebb7 31 6 Ebc7 32 Web ed
33 a4 ¥d8 34 K12 Ve 35 H 23
¥%d8 36 §d3. Black is stalemated
and the execution is quick. 36 ...
We8 37 ed £HI6 38 E xf6 gf 39
H xf6 g8 40 Qct Th8 41 W4
1-0. A brilliant lesson on hanging
pawns.

Szabo-Kavalek
IBM, Amsterdam 1973
1cte62dd HHF63 HI3d54 H)c3
De75 Ng50-06e3h67 Jhibb
8 cd HHxd5 9 Q xe7 ¥xe7 10
Hxd5 ed 11 Hcl Qeb 12 Yad
c513 Wa3 He8 14 b5 Wb7 (11).
Grandmaster Geller was the first
to play this excellent move against
Timman, AVRO 1973. Black offers
a pawn, but he counts on better
development to compensate for the

material. White has to accept the
sacrifice because of the threat . . . c4
with the advance of the Q-side
pawns. 15 dc be 16 Hx ¢5 H xc5
17 ¥xc5 &a6. The critical
moment of the game. 18 Wc6
does not work because of 18 . ..
Wxc6 19 H xc6 Bb8!. After the
exchange on a6 White cannot
castle. Besides, his pawn on a2 is
hanging, and it is White who has to
fight for a draw. 18 £ xa6
¥xa6 19 a3 et 20 3. In
Timman-Geller White tried to
play for a win, but after 20 &d2
We4 21 Hgl d4 he was in
difficulties he did npt overcome:
That game continued: 22 &yxd4
(on 22 ed Hb8 23 b3 {d5 Black’s
attack breaks through) 22. . . ¥h4
23 Hel (whatelse?) 23. . . #xf2+
24 He2 Wfl 25 &Hyxeb fe 26 Wd6
&h8 with a strong initiative for
Black.20. .. ¥xa221 0-0 Eb822
b4 ¥a4 23 Hal ¥xb4 24 ¥ x b4
Hxb4 1-1.

Szily-Marovié
Wijk aan Zee 1972
1d4d52c4e63 5)c3 Ne7 4 H3
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565 Ag50-06e3h67 Hh4ib68
cd Hixdd 9 [ xe7 Wxe7 10
HxdSed 11 Hel Q612 a4 c5
13 a3 Hc8 14 Je2 a5 15 0-0
WaZ. 15 ... £ab used to be
played, but after 16 § xa6 and the
following dc Black has problems
with his hanging pawns. This move
is much more effective. Black
threatens. . . ¢4 and in case of b3 he
has. . .a4.16dcbc 17 23 5)d718
Hfcl Hcb8. The best. The c-pawn
is well protected by the knight and
Black can build pressure along the b-
file. Thequeenisvery well posted on
a7 and will soon reach b4 via b6 with
initiative. It is helpful to notice that
by moving the rook from c8, Black
prevents $d4. 19 Hel. The usual
manoeuvre against the hanging
pawns. Here, however, ithasnot the
usual strength and we shall see why.
19. . .a4.Blackdecided todirect his
forces towards b2 and he stops b3 in
advance. 20 2)d3 c421 £\f4 2622
23 ¥h6. So white provoked c4,
but it brought more headaches
rather than relief. Black’s pressure
on the b-file is more valuable and
there is no doubt Black is better. 23
Hlc2 Ha5 24 Hd2 HbS5. Draw
agreed, although Black is clearly
better.

E

1d4d52cte63 )3 Qe74 O3,
The line 4 cd ed 5 Qf4 will be
analysed in the games of the match
Spassky—Korchnoi. 4 ... £f6 §
[re (12).
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As with all other continuations,
this one has its advantages and its
drawbacks. From the square {4 the
bishop controls only one central
square, 3, while from g5 its effect is
felt on d5 and e4 and sometimes
even on ¢ because of the pin on the
diagonal. It leaves Black with a
larger choice and imposes less
problems. On the other side,
however, Black has no simplifying
knight jump, . . . £Ye4, which helps
him in so many cases. 5...0-0 6
Hcl. For the line 6 €3 ¢5 see the
game Gipslis—-Marovi¢. 6 ...
Hbd7. 6 ... c5 at once is also
possible. See the game Petrosian—
Bikhovsky. 7 €3 ¢5. With the white
bishop on g5 this standard blow is
more difficult. Here the freeing
move comes naturally and that is
the basic difference between the
two positions. 8 de £)xe5 9 Qe2.
On 9 cd £)xd5 is unpleasant, while
the text move leads to a simple
position. 9.,..dc 10 Q xc4 a6 11
£ed ¥xdi+ 12 Hxdl b5 13
fe2 b7 and Black has solved his
opening difficulties successfully.

Petrosian-Bikhovsky

Moscow Championship 1968
lcde62d4d53 H)c3 Re74 Hf4
E65e30-06 el c57dc £)c68
03 Q xc59a3. We have reached
our position in a somewhat different
order of moves. It is evident that
White cannot grab the pawn on d5
and. he decides upon the pawn
advance. 9...d4 10 ed. If 10 £)a4
then 10 ... ¥a5+ followed by a
piece sacrifice. 10 ... Hyxd4 11
£e5 b6 12 §d3 Gb7 13 0-0 hé.
13 ... ad was correct here and
Black would have a good game.
The text move, as well as the
following withdrawal of the knight,
shows that Black loses the thread of
the fight and White takes the
initiative. 14 Hel £H)c6 15 EHce2
e 16 H)g4. Black’s indecision
and the lack of a natural plan has
allowed White to start an attack on
the weakened K-wing. 16... Qe7
17 Hx£6+ [ xf6 18 Hied R e719
¥h5 Hd8 20 Hc3. Moving the
rook into an attacking position,
while the black pieces are cut off on
the other side of the board. 20. . . f5
21 &Hg3 ,Q_fS 13).

22 Hyxf5. This sacrifice breaks
through. 22 . .. ef does not work
because § xf5 traps the queen. 22
oo Qxc3 23 Hxh6+ gh 24
Wegb+ Qg7 25 4 xh6 Hd7 26
Wh7+ S8 27 Fxe6. Now the
king cannot escape, the game is
over.27... He728 Hf6+ He829
g6+ Hd7 30 35+ 1-0.

Gipslis-Marovit

Zagreb 1965

1d4d52cdeb3 O3 OH64 He3
De75 84006 e3 c5. This is the
simplest method to equalize. 7 de
£ x¢e5. In our opinion Black should
not sharpen the fight with 7 ...
#a5, because after 823 dc 9 § xc4
¥xcd 10 ¥e2 White has a strong
initiative. A game between Portisch
and Eliskases continued: 10 . . . a6
11e4b512 §d3 @b713 Hcl Whb
{13 ... ¥%h5 is better.) 14 h4 &H)b
d7 15 e> with a strong attack.
Therefore we recommend the text.
8a3dc9 § xed Wixdl+ 10 & xdl
a6. White is somewhat better
developed, but that is not enough
for any serious advantage. With.. . .
b5 and ... {§b7 Black will free
himself completely. 11 3 d3 H\bd7.
On 11... b5 White would play 12
Sed. 12 He5 b5 13 Hed Qb7
Giving up the pair of bishops but
completing hisdevelopmentintime,
which is of decisive importance. 14
Hxd7 HHxd7 15 Sbl Hd5 16
& e3. After 16 £yxc5 &)yxc5 White
has no advantage whatever. 16.. . .

b6 17 Hxd5 Hxd5 18 Qed
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Had819 3 xd5ed20Fe2d4. This
leadsquickly toadraw.21 e4£522 ef

E xf5 23 8g3 Hd6 1-4.

Korchnoi-Spassky
match 1969, 2nd game
1d4d52c¢4e63 £)c3 fe74cded
5 Q4. After 5 O3 566 §f4c67
e3 Black develops his QB—7 . ..
£15, while 7 %c2ismetby 7. ..g6
and the development difficulties are
solved.5...c66e3 Jf57gd feb
8h3 & d6. The black bishop moves
to d6 with a loss of a tempo, butin a
closed position this is of no
consequence and the move is
certainly good. The question only
remains whether it was better to
play 7 ... 8c8. 9 Hge2 He7 10
Whb3. After 10 fxd6 ¥Wxd6 11
&4 £Yd7 Black can castle long. 10
con HcB811 Qg2 g6, 11. .. Hab
immediately is better. 12 { xd6
¥Wxd6 13 hd Dab 14 g5 He7 15
4 O, 15 ... ¥Wb4 also came
into consideration, although with
the queens exchanged and after
castling Q-side, White has some-
what the better play. 16 0-0-0 { g4
17 £3. 17 Ed2 is slightly better. 17
e oo 2d718 HHfe2. 18 ¥xb70-019
b3 Q15 is too dangerous. 18 ...
0-0-019¢416 (14

20 Ha4. 'T'he strong move. . . {6
checked White’s advance in the
centre and he is trying to get an
initiative on the Q-side. On 20 {4
thereis20. .. Sgdaswellas20. . .
de 21 Hixed Web (but not 21 . ..
¥d5 because of 22 ¥Wb4) 22 d5
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Hexd5. 20 ... Heb 21 gf gf 22
&bl.0r22 A h3 £)4.22...%Hb8
23 Qh3 Hhg8. Though at first
sight cramped, Black controls the
position and advantage for White is
out of the question. 24 ¥e3 de 25
fe 5. Spassky had to foresee this
and the whole series of following
moves—at his 24th, which was not
easy. It is important now that on 26
efhehas26 . .. £g7. 26 €5 £)d527
Wd2 ¥f8 28 Hdfl He7 29 ¥Whe
Q.8 30 22 Wif7 31 Zhfl Hegf8
32 Qg2. Bad is 32 § xf5 &yxf5 33
Hxf5 g6 34 h5 Hxf5 35 hg
Bxfl+ and... hg. 32...58d533
Q.xd5 HExd5 34 HHac3 Hdd8 35
d5. Seeking for advantage at all
costs, Korchnoi was forced into
time-trouble by the first-rate
defence of his opponent and now he
commits an error. 35 £e4 was
better. Naturally, it causes no
special troubles to Black and in
time-trouble it is not easy to make
such a step, especially if you see 35
. Wg6 36 Hd6 f4+ 37 Pal f3or

. ¥h5 36 £&)d6 ¥xh4 37

Hyxfh HExf5. 35 ... cd 36 Hd4

¥c7. Black seizes the opportunity.
37 Hx 15 ¥ xe5 38 HHb5. Or 38 HHe?
Bxf2 39 56+ Fa8 40 Hyxed
B xf14+ and White will not hold out
for long. 38...d4 39 Hel We540
Wh3 X xf5 41 Hc2 ¥xb5 0-1.

Korchnoi-Spassky

match 1969, 6th game
1d4d52c4e635)c3 Qe74cded
5 014 c66 ¥c2 g6 7 0-0-0. It is
the only way to wage a real battle.
After 7 e3 Qf5 8 Q4d3 A xd3 9
Wxd3 &bd7 the position is
relatively simple. 7 ... 5H)f6 8 £3
&Ha6. Playing originally, White
chose a sharp road and Black
accepted the challenge. The last
move leads to a piece sacrifice
which will reveal the drawbacks of
the early advance in the centre and
long castling. 9 e4 $\b4 10 Wb3
fe6 11 e5 £)d7 12 a3 a5 (15).
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A brilliant sacrifice based on the
threats to the white king and the
fact that White is behind in
development. 13 ab ab 14 £)bl
cd 15 g4. 15 Qb5 came into
consideration. Bad is 15 dc §)xc5

16 ¥e3d4.15...c416 Ye3 Ha2
17 h4 ¥a5 18 Hh2 Hal 19 {d3.
The sacrifice paid off. White must
give back the material. But Black
thinks it is not enough, he wants the
king’shead. 19...b320 He2 i b4
21 h5 0022 hg fg. 22 . . . cd was
also possible. 23 Hdhl cd 24
Wxd3 ¥We7+ 25 Hecd. On 25
Sdl, 25 ... ¥c4 wins. 25 ...
6. An oversight in time trouble.
25 ... @xc3 26 bc HExf4 27
Wxgb+ S8 won simply. 26
¥xg6+ hg 27 Hh8+ SHf7 28
H1h7+ Pe829 H x84+ Hx830
B xe7 £)c4 31 B xb7 H xc332bc
b2+ 33 Sc2 PeB 34 Ng5 Hab.
Black can still draw with 34 . ..
£d7 356 Qat+ 36 Hd3 BB 37
Qe+ Se7 38 Hd8+ B etc. 35
&Hd2 He8 36 He7+ Hf8 37
Hxct de 38 Hxb2 EHb6+ 39
Dc2 Qb7 40 H xb7 5 xb7 41 4
Bh7 42 $b2 1-0.

F

1d4d52cte63 5\c3 He74 43
265 Q g5. For the line 5 cd ed 6
g5 see Bobotsov—Petrosian. 5. .

0-06 3 2\bd7 7 cd. Here we have |

to be acquainted with the dangers
of Rubinstein’s attack starting with
7 ¥c2; White prepares to castle
long, hoping to have his hands free
on the otherside. 7. . . h6 8 h4 (For
8 Qh4 see Lasker-Capablanca. 8
L4 is best met by 8 . . . ¢5, trying
to open the position. For example: 9
cd cd followed by ... £)xd5 or 9
&b5cd 10 £c7 A bd+ 11 e €5
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and Black is winning. The textmove
is grandmaster Tolush’s move
leading to very sharp positions.) 8
..+ €39 0-0-0 ¥a5 10 g4 dc 11
AXc4 b6 12 Be2 Ad713 A xf6
gf 14 g5 cd and Black has
counterplay—Pachman’s analysis.
If Black wants to avoid this double-
edged line, he has to insert 6 . . . hé.
We shall see these positions in our
chosen games. 7...ed 8 ¥c2 c6 9
[4d3 (/6.

The basic position of the
Exchange Variation. White has
prevented the freeing manoeuvre

. &e4 and now has a choice: K-
side castling with a minority attack
on the Q-side or Q-side castling and
an attempt to attack on the K-wing.
The latter plan is not realistic, since
Black has not weakened his king
position and, posting his knight at
8, he can attain a defensive
position not easy to break down.
The minority attack, on the other
hand, is a dangerous weapon, but as
we shall see you can beat it back. 9

-+ He8100-0. After 100-0-0 &)f8
11 &yed Black simplifies with . . .
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Hg4, while any sort of K-side
attack is met by a simple plan—. . .
Be6, ... Hc8 and ... ¢5 with
enough counterplay. 10... 5811
Habl. We shall note some other
possibilities for White, too. Black
has prepared for ... &e4, which
may be prevented by 11 Rael. If
then 11 ... &Ye4, White continues
QA xe7, Hd2 and 3. That’s why, in
case of 11 Bael, Black must resort
to another freeing manoeuvre — 11
... 5Hh512 @ xe7 ¥xe7. If White
tries to prepare this plan with 11 h3,
then 11. .. &e4is possible. Taking
on e4 does not help here, while a
minority attack after 13 Habl a5
14 a3 does not work because of 14
... 4&)d6 15 b4 ab 15 ab b5. White
can quicken. the advance of his
pawns by 11 @ xf6 @ xf6 12 b4,
but after 12 ... Qe7 Black will
meet b5 by . .. ¢5 and, supported
by the pair of bishops, his isolated
pawn will not be weak.

11... a5.

There are several moves here,
but this is the correct one. White’s
intention is to play b2-b4-b5
forcing Black into an unpleasant
decision: to take on b5 weakening
his d-pawn or to allow the exchange
on c¢6 with the appearance of a
backward pawn. Such an action
must be prevented at once.

After 12a3 He4 13 § xe7 Wxe7
14 & xe4 de 15 £Hd2 {5 the black
bishop will take his place at e6 or
d5, while 14 b4 Qf5 causes no
problems to Black.

Bobotsov-Petrosian

Lugano Olympiad 1968
1d45Xf62c4e63 5Hf3d54cd ed
58)c3c66 Gg5 Qe 7 ¥c2 gb.
When White develops his KN at an
early stage he cannot prevent the
development of the black QB. 8 €3
A5 9 Ad3 A xd3 10 ¥xd3
Hbd7. Precisely played. On 10.. ..
0-0, White can take on f6 and play
b4. 11 3h6 Hgd 12 414 0-0 13
0-0 He8 14 h3 2gf6 15 £)eb.
Without the white-squared bishop
it is difficult to organize a minority
attack and White tries to get an
initiative by different means. 15. ..
b6 16 Q g5. White starts to roam
without a plan. 16 ... Hed 17
A xe7 Wxe7 18 Wc2 £HH)d6 19
Had  Hbed.  Preferring  to
exchange the centralized knight. 20
Hxed Hxct 21 Hed Hd6 22
Hacl Wg5. Black is gradually
improving his position. The queen
sally prepares for action on the K-
side, while White still wanders
without a plan. 23 ¥dl h5 24
&hl. Foreseeing ... &\5-h4. 24
... He7. A natural and simple
move, but of exceptional strength.
From e7 it defends and attacks. 25
&Hd3 Hed 26 HHe5 Hd6 27 £Hd3
¥We5 28 LYe5. A pawn avalanche
threatens White’s castled king, but
White seems to be paralysed and his
waiting moves are grist to Black’s
mill. 28 ... £f6 29 /K3 Hg7 30
Hh2 He8 31 Pgl Hetd 32 W3
We6 33 Hfdl (/7). Once again a
pointless move and Black starts the

attack with a pawn sacrifice. 33
Hfel was better.

33...2534 ¥xh5 5 35 Hel
g4 36 hg fg 37 £3 gf 38 H)xf3.
Following the golden rules of attack
Black opened the files and the
comedy is over. On 38 ¥ xf3, 38
... Bf8 and 39 ... Hf? wins. 38
«+« Bh739 ¥re5 WcB 40 W14 118
41 ¥e5 Ef5 and the queen is
trapped in the middle of the board.
Bobotsov evidently did not play
well this game, but the course of the
struggle nevertheless points out the
passiveness of the pawn structure
reached after the opening.

Lasker—Capablanca

match 1921, 10th game
1d4d52cte632\c3 &6 4 Qgd
Re75e30-06 23 HHbd7 7 ¥c2
<58 Hd1 ¥a59 §d3. Theseventh
game of the match continued: 9 cd
Hxds 10 Axe7 Hyxe7 11 4d3
&f6 12 0-0 od 13 &yxd4 Jd7 14
£ed Hed5 with a good game for
Black. 9... h6 10 1 h4 cd. The
theoreticians discovered later on
that the best answer was 10 . . . dc
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1" Q xc4 £Hb6 and now the bishop
cannot take his excellent place at
b3, while on £ d3, Black continues
... &bd5. When White castles
long, ... dc followed by ... &\b6
again gives Black the most. The text
move is not precise. It is very useful
to analyse this position thoroughly
because we get a deep insight into
its problems which are rather
typical. 11 ed dc'12 Q xc4 b6 13
b3, That’s the point: there is no
Black c-pawn and no threat of . . .
c4, so that the white bishop can
preserve his attacking position on
the diagonal a2-g8.13. .. §d7 14
0-0 Hac8 15 &e5 Qb5. 15 ...
Lc6 was correct; a move earlier,
too. The Qb3 is so active that Black
must shut his diagonal. 16 Efel
Hbd5 (18).

am it

B U
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Perhaps Black had in mind 16
... ct and then discovered that it
leads to problems after 17 {} xc4
Hxct 18 Axf6 {xf6 19 £)d7
B fd8 20 &yxf6+ gf 21 Hd3. So we
have the position in which Gyula
Breyer found a way to a won
position: 17 @ xf6 § xf6 (in case of
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. &yx16, 18 HHgb fg 19 K xeb
decides) 18 £ xd5 ed 19 Hg4 Hg5
204 § xf4 21 W15 H c7 (otherwise
22 ¥xd5 a6 23 a1 22 Dyxd5 with
the superior game. Neither Lasker
nor Capablanca saw this
possibility. 17 @ xd5 £)yxd5 18
Axe7 Hyxe7 19 ¥hb3 Rc6 20
Hxc6 be 21 Heb. All is simplified
now. Both opponents have one
weakness each. White, however,
starts to play superficially. The last
move has no sense. 21 ... ¥b6 22
Wc2 Hfd8 23 Le2 Hd5 24
H xd5. 24 He3 keeps the balance.
This is clearly bad and it is strange
that Lasker plays such a move. 24

.. cd 25 ¥d2 &5 26 b3 h5 27
h3. 27 g3 is undoubtedly stronger.
27...h4 28 ¥d3 Hc6 29 Sfl g6
30 Wbl b4 31 Fgl. White
cannot oppose on the c-file because
of his weakness at d4 and he can
only wait. Some proposed ¥b2 as
better, but the position remains
difficult. 31 ... a5 32 ¥b2 a4 33
Wd2 ¥xd2 34 Hxd2 ab 35 ab
Eb6 36 Ed3 Ha6. The rook
prepares to occupy the seventh rank
and with White weaknesses at b3
and d4 the win is only a matter of
time. 37 g4 hg 38 fg Ha2 39 £\c3
B2 40 H)dl He7 41 5HHe3 Hel+
42 P12 £)c6 43 £)d1 Ebl 44 Pe2
E xb3 45 He3 b4 46 H\c3 HeT
47 £He2 HI5+ 48 Hf2 g5 49 g4
&Hd6 50 Hgl Hett+ 51 Sfl
Bbl4+ 52 Pg2 Hb2+ 53 Sfl
F 2+ 54Pel Ha255Sf1Hg756
EHe3 &g6 57 Hd3 658 He3 Hf7

59 Hd3&e7 60 He3$d661 Fd3
B2+ 62el Hg263Gf1 Ha264
He3 €565 Hd3 ed 66 & xd4 Hc5
67 Bdl d4 68 Bcl+ Hd5 0-1.

G
1d4d52cte63 £\c3 He7 4 H\f3
65 3g50-06e3 HYbd77 Hel
a6 (19).

This is known as the Carlsbad
Variation, or sometimes
Henneberger after the master who
liked to play it. To an experienced
eye the idea of . . . a6 will be clear
immediately. Black forces his
opponent to a show-down in the
centre, If he takes at d5, we have a
well-known position from the
Exchange Variation with a slight
difference: white rook at cl instead
of al and black pawn at a6 instead
of a7. The difference is not essential
and we shall not repeat the lines
worked out earlier. If White
continues his development, Black’s
intention is to take at c4 and then
advance . . . b5 with tempo and . . .
c5, too.

We shall analyse this position in

a number of games. White will
choose the waiting 8 a3 or 8 W2,
which we analyse in Polugaevsky—
Portisch, Capablanca-Alekhine
and Griinfeld-Alekhine. White can
also play 8 a4 in order to prevent
the plan ... dc, ... b5 (see
Olafsson-Marovi¢). The third
possibility directed against Black’s
intentions is 8 ¢5 (see Portisch—
Petrosian).

We shall not pay attention to 8
Ad3 because it is grist to Black’s
mill. After 8...dc 9 § xc4 b5 10
Dd3c5110-0 @b7orlleded 1?2
Hyxd4 §b7 with . . . §c5 to follow
or 11 a4 b4 Black has a good game
in all cases.

Capablanca—Alekhine
match 1927, 21st game
1d4d52c4e63 N3 HOH64 (g5
Obd75e3 Je76 HF30-07 Hcl
a6 8 a3. White is waiting. In case of
8 ... dc he would not lose a tempo
as in the line 8 §d3. There is
something else, too; after . . . dcand
b5, the white bishop can
withdraw to a2 and a new idea
appears—pressure along  the
diagonal bl-h7 after the further
Qbl, ¥d3. On the other hand,
again in comparison with some
other lines of the Queen’s Gambit,
Black gains time because he carries
out. ..c5without...c6.8...h69
fh4 dc 10 Qxct b5. This is
stronger than 10 ... ¢5, which
Alekhine played in 13th and 15th
games of the match, although he
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was OK after 11 dc %512 fe?
b6 13 ¥ xd8; now thesimplest was 13

. Bxd814b4 £cd7 15 Hed Hb7
16 )6+ \yx16,and 17 H c7ismet
by Hac8. 11 { e2. Weshall analyse
fa? in Polugaevsky—Portisch. It is
more dangerous for Black. 11 ...
Ab7 12 0-0. Alekhine showed an
important line at this point: 12 b4
doesnotwork becauseof12. . .a513
Wh3 ab 14 ab g5 followed by £\d5.
12...c513dc Hxc514 £)d4 H c8
15 b4. This was not necessary and is
weakening. 15 ... Hed7 16 Hg3.
16 A3 was better. Also 16 H)b3,
preparing for a jump to ¢5 or a5 in
some variations. 16 ... Hb6 17
Wh3 Hfd5. White’slast moveswere
played without plan and the
advantage slowly passed to Black.
He threatens ... £yxc3 and ...
Hd5.18 313 Hcd19 Het ¥c820
H xc4. Alekhine recommended 20
¥b1. White probably did not see the
reply. 20 ... Hixed 21 Hecl
a8 (20).

22 &He3. The threat was 22 .
Hdxe3, while &5 is not on
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because of 22 ... § xc5 with ...
Hc8 to follow. 22 ... Hc8 23
£yxd5 § xd5 24 J xd5 ¥ xd5 25
a4. Making use of the weakness at
¢4 has paid off. With his centralized
pieces, Black dominates the board.
The last move weakens the b-pawn,
but White obviously had to get rid
of the weakness at a3. 25 ... 316
26 2f3. 26 Edl is met by 26 . ..
£d8.26... §b227 Rel. It turns
out that £b2 is a very
unpleasant move. On 27 B bl there
is the unexpected 27 ... Ha3 28
Wxb2 Hxbl 29 Wxbl ¥b3
followed by . . . ba, while Alekhine
intended to answer 27 HdI with 27

. ba 28 ¥xa4 £Hb6 29 H xd5
Hyxad 30 Hdl Hic3 31 Hel Hed
32 8d6 Het 33 Qe7 6 34 Hbl
D17 35 Hfl Qc3etc. 27... Hd8
28abab29h3e5.. . . c4willdecide
quickly. The Qg3 isoutofplay and
White’s knight has no good squares.
30 Hble431 HHd4. Thereisnothing
better.. After 31 Hel ¥d2, White is
almost in zugswang. 31 ... { xd4
32 Hdl Hyxe3 0-1.

Polugaevsky—Portisch

Portoroz 1973

1d4 5Xf6 2 c4 6 3 HXf3 d5 4 53
Re75 4g50-06e3 H)bd7 7 Hel
268a3c69 3d3h610 3hidcll
B xc4b5 ¥2 Qa2 c5. This time the
bishop comes to a2 where it is better
posted. 13 0-0 Qb7 14 dc §)xch
15 £yd4. The previous game taught
us that the squares b3 and c4 are
potentially weak. It also helps to

souseful. 15. ..

understand why the bishop at a2 is
HcB 16 £3. In case
of 16 We2, preparing for Hfdl and
pressure on the d-file, Black resorts
to the freeing 16 . . . &Hfe4. The text
move will limit the activity of
Black’s pieces in the centre and it
seems to be the best choice for
White. 16. . . ¥h6 17 b4 £)ed7 18

82 Ad6 (20).

%%
/

An excellent move. Chased from
one diagonal, Black will dominate
another. 19 e4 ¥¢7 20 g3 ¥b8 21
We2 £)e5. Directing his cavalry
towards White’s weakness at ¢4 and
judging rightly that 22 {4 is not
dangerous: 22 ... &egd 23 €5
Hyxf2 24 B xf2 H xc3 followed by

. &Yed etc. White should have
reacted the same way, namely
thinking of his opponent’s
weaknesses with £)b3. Polugaevsky
makes the same mistake
Capablanca made. 22 Hfdl Z£d8
23 Hyxeb. 23 {4 is out for the same
reason as above, but this move is
risky and not appropriate here. 23
oo fe 24 Q) xeb+ Hh8 25 f4.
Perhaps White had had in mind 25

£ xcB B xc8 26 {4 £\ c4 27 €5, but
then understood that the simple 27

. B xe5 28 fe Hyxed gave Black
a superior attack. 25 ... Hxe3.
The counter-sacrifice simplifies it

all. 26 B xc3 Hyxe427 He3 H)x12

" 28 & x£2 Hyed. The best again. On

... £)6, 29 Qf7 is unpleasant.
29 3 xct be 30 Wxed HEB 31
Hd4. This is quite a mistake.
Polugaevsky was of the opinion that
the proper move was @el. Now
Black wins the exchange. 31 ...
Qeb 32 Hdet Qxed 33 Hxed
YWh6+ 34 Pg2 H 1635 Heb Wh5
36 ¥Wxb5 ab 37 Hb6 Ha8 38
Hxb5 Hxa3 39 hd. Very bad. A
new weakness on g3 appears and
Black quickly makes use of'it. 39. ..
R340 Eb6 Qel 41 FHgb & xb4
42h5 Qel 43 Sh3 P8 44 g2
D17 45 Th3 He3 46 g2 Heb647
Egt Ha6 48 Hh4 Ha2+ 49 Ph3
2£250 Hg4 Ra551 g2 Hd452
Hh4 366 53 Zhl Hal 0-1.

Grimnfeld-Alekhine
Carlsbad 1923
1d4 )62 c4e63 H)c3d54 Qg5
Re75 503 H)bd76e30-07 Hel
b 8 ¥c2 a6, They played in a
different order of moves but it has
no importance. After 7 Hcl a6 8
¥c2 h6 White can choose
courageously 9 cd hg 10 de fe 11
£Xg5 H)b6 12 h4 with a dangerous
threat of h5, and he can answer 9
. ed with 10 Qf4. That’s why
Black is waiting with c6. 9a3. 9 a4 is
metby9...45)4.9...h610 Qhd
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He8 11 (d3. Useful moves have
been exhausted. 11 ... de¢ 12
D xct b5 13 a2 c5 14 Hdl.

Correct was 14 0-0, but White

follows other ideas. 14 ... ed 15
Hxd4 ¥%b6 16 3bl 3 b7 170-0.
Alekhine set a trap. On 17 £)dxb5
he would play 17 ... ¥c6and . . .
Wxg2, not 17 . ..ab 18 Hxd7.17

. BacB 18 ¥d2 £)e5 19 { xf6
Q%6 20 ¥c2 g6 21 We2 £)cd 22
Re4 Dg7. Black saw through his
opponent’s intention. If 22 ...
Hxa3 then 23 W3 fJxed 24
Hxed ete. 23 Q xb7 Wxb7 24
Bcl €525 5)3 e4 26 £H)d4 Hed8
27 Sfd1 £e5 28 Ha2. 28 {3 was
proposed as better. 28 ... £)d3 29
B xc8 ¥xc8 30 £3 (22)

-
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This is an error. 30 &3 was
correct. 30 ... Hxd4 31 fe Now
White understood he could not play
31 ed Qxd4+ 32 Bfl Hf4 33
¥xed Wed+ 34 el Hxg2+ 35
Bd2 fe3+ etc. 31... 54 32 ef
¥c4. The point of the com-
bination. Black wins materialor...
33 ¥rxet B xdl+ 34 Wil Sd4+
0-1.
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Olafsson-Marovi¢

Tallinn 1975

1d4 5\f62 c4 6 3 HHf3 d5 4 £)c3
fe75 3g50-06e3 H)bd77 Eel
a6 8a4. White allows. . . dcbutnot
... b5 8 ... &e4 is not good
because of { xe7 and cd and
there’s a pawn hangingonc7. 8. ..
¢5. 8 ... c¢b is possible, but this
move looks very sound. 9 {d3.
With his king in the centre White
cannot enter any combinations. On
9dc thesimplestis9. .. %a5.9...
cd 10 ed dc 11 § xct Hb6 12
Ab3. If instead of 7 Hcl White
plays 7 Qd3, then we have this
same position with the difference
that White now has Hcl instead of
0-0. The difference favours White
and we see it, for example, in the
line 12. .. &4bd5 13 &e5 Hd7 and
now after the exchanges on d5 the
white knight will be superior, It
points to some difficulties Black
must overcome. He can block the
isolated pawn, but White retains
more active play, while Black has to
think of the development of his QB.
That is Black’s essential problem
and his best trywas toplay. . . §d7
and ... Qc6atonce. 12... Hbd5
130-0 Hb4 14 HHe5 §d71514.13
... b6 is bad and it offers White a
clear advantage in the endgame: 14
Hxdd Hxd5 15 {xd5 and
8 xe7. That’s why Black enters a
position similar to those from the
Queen’s Gambit Accepted. But he
sces now, that 15 ... §¢6 16 {5 ef
17 B x{5 gives White a very strong

attack. 15... Hc8 16 Hhl { c6.
The position has become critical
and Black cannot wait any longer.
17 £5 { d5. Black should have done
it earlier. Now it is almost too late.
Olafsson thought long of 18 {} xf6
B xf6 19 £Yxf7, but he came to the
conclusion that 19 . .. B x{7, 20 fe
EBfc7 did not give him enough. In
mutual time-trouble the game
steers to a draw. 18 fe fe 19 Hxd5
ed 20 O xf6 Hxcl 21 W¥xcl
2 xf6 22 Hf3 a5 23 h3 wd6 24
el g625 He3 Ng526 Hc3 A4
27 Ef3 Qh6 -1 Though not
exemplary, the game gives an
insight into the problems the
opponents must solve. We turn
your attention to the position after
White’s 11th; it is worthy of a
special analytical effort.

Portisch-Petrosian

match 1974, 10th game
1d4d52c4e63 Hc3 Qe74 )13
65 0g50-06e3 Hbd77 Hel
a6 8 c5. An attempt at refutation. 8
... b6 would be met by 9 c6 and
Black’s Q-side is blocked. So . . . c6
is indispensable. 8...c69 #d3. If
9b4then9 ... a5 10 a3 (After 10
b5 White does not defend his c-
pawn any longer and it makes
possible 10 ... e5 11 de &e8. 10
¥a4 is bad because of 10 . . . b5.)
10...ab 11 ab b6 12 §4 (or 12
2d3 bc 13 bced) 12. .. be 13 be
Ha3 14 §d3 Wa5 15 #Wd2 Hab,
Alekhine-Henneberger, Bern
1925. These variations show that

White cannot blockade Black’s Q-
wing and he must seek for other
advantages. 9 ... b6. Stihlberg
affirmed that 9 . . . €5 did not work
and to prove it he continued: 10
D xf6 Axf611de Qe7 12 Wc2 hé
13 &a4. Nevertheless, in a
forgotten game, played in Nice
1974 between Visier and
Lombardy, the American master
played these same moves and
several more: 13. .. Wa5+ 14 &e2
Wc7 15 We3 HeB816 Hhel 31817
$fl Hixed 18 Hxed EHxed 19
&b6 Eb8 with level play. So we
have the refutation of the
refutation. But Petrosian’s move is
also good. 10 ¢b ¢5. In Madrid
1973, Portisch played against Hort
the weak 10 ...¥xb6 11 0-0
¥xb2, and found himself in great
difficuities after 12 £a4 Wb7 13
&e5. 11 00 c4. This move was

- criticized without good reason,

White would meet 11. . . Eb8 with
12 §f4 while 11 ... ¥xb6 is not
good because of 12 £a4. Black was
also afraid, perhaps without reason,
that 11 ... c¢d 12 £&)yxd4 meant
infiltration by the white pieces. 12
L2 £\xb6. Here, however, 12. ..
Eb8 was correct. Taking at b6,
Black cedes 5 to White and the
advantage with it. 13 £)e5 3 b7 14
f4 Eb8 15 £5. The error at Black’s
twelfth has serious consequences.
&¥e5 was the first step towards the
attack. In the meantime Black has
played useless moves. When we
know how sensitive Petrosian is to
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all attacking possibilities his last
moves catch us by surprise. 15...
Hbd7 16 34 Hc8 17 Wi3. The
attack grows: the threat is fe and
Wh3. 17 ... ef 18 3 xf5. The
threat is £)xd7 followed by ¥h3.
18 ... g6 does not help because of
Rh6 after the exchanges at d7.
Black is lost. 18 ... £ixe5 19 de
Het 20 Hxe4 de 21 ¥h3 g6 22
Hedl ¥b6 (23)

23 Hd7 HceB 24 €6 gf. Or 24
...1625 8h6.25 Hxe7 Exe726
We3+ Hh8 27 QA h6 fe 28 { xf8
Hd729 Hh6 Wa5 30 Wh+ Wd8
31 #re5+ PgB 32 Wxeb+ 11733
B x£5 1-0.

Capablanca-Alekhine

match 1927, 27th game
1d4d52¢c4e63 H)c3 564 Qgb
Hbd75e3 Re76 5Xf30-07 Hel
a6 8 cod. We have already
mentioned the similarities with the
Exchange Variation, here we give
only the differences. 8 ... ed 9
Hd3 c6 10 ¥c2 h6. This is not
bad, but the standard 10 ... Be8
I1 0-0 £){8 seems better. Playing
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10 ¥c2 White prevents . .. Hes.
iIn case of 10 0-0 there is 10 ...
Hye4 immediately, for example: 11
B xe7 ¥xe7 12 Abl £df6 13
He5 46 14 Hat &£dB, as in
Gligori¢- Portisch, Bath 1973.) Atfier
. Be8110-04)8 12 BEbl a5
we are in the Exchange Variation.
No danger is hidden in 12 £Ya4
fg4 13 Hed Qh5, with ... 2gb
to follow, 14 ¥b3 B b8 and White
cannot make use of his dominance
at 6. Let us note two important
examples:
1) 12 h3 &Ye4 13 Q xe7 ¥rxe? 14
L xed de 15 5Hd215 16 d5 £HHgb 17
de be 18 £e2 £He5 with equal
chances, Smyslov-Bisguier,
Moscow 1961.
2) 12 A xf6 4 xf6 13 bd Qe? 14
¥b3 (or 14 Bbl Qd6 15 Hfel
Heb 16 e4 de 17 &HHxed Hh6 18
Hyxd6 Hxd6) 14 ... Bd6 15 a4
He6 16 §5 Bh6 17 & xc8 Hxc8
18 h3 g5 19 e4 g4 20 hg Qh2+ 21
Hyxh2 ¥h4, Flesch-Csom, 1969.
Taking at f6, White realizes b4, but
the manoeuvre @ e7-d6 gives Black
counterchances. White’s castled
king is not protected enough.
Playing . . . h6, Alekhine had in
mind another way of simplification.
11 Shd HeB812 Hg3 5d6130-0
A xg3 14 hg Hd6 15 Ha4. The
&d6 checks any minority attack,
but in comparison with the
positions of the Exchange
Variation, Black has weakened his
structure with ... a6 and White
retains some pressure. 15 ... He8

16 Hfel &Of6. The position is
delicate and requires accuracy. 16
... &8 was better. 17 He5 HHfed
18 ¥h3 He6 19 HNed Hxed. We
do not like the whole idea with . . .
£ye4 and the last move is a serious
mistake. It is beyond
comprehension that Alekhine could
play such a bad move; b7 should
have been simply defended. 20 dc
£Yb5. The consequences of the bad
19th move hit Black’s knight, left
without good squares, 21 a4 &)e7
22 3bl (24)

%
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That’s it: Black’s Q-side is
blocked, the knight badly posted,
and now there are direct threats to
Black’s king. 22 ... fic8 23 0H 3
&eb 24 e4. The black knight is
bound for 18, but now Capablanca
opens the central files and all of a
sudden it becomes clear that Black
is totally lost. 24 ... de 25 H xe4
He7 26 Hcel. The pressure on the
e-file combined with that on the
long white diagonal are signs of
defeat. 26 ... §d7 27 ¥e2 g6 28
Ba2,27 ... eg6is provoked and the

bishop goes back satisfied. 28 ...
W8 29 Le5 g7 30 Hyxd7
B xd7 31 Q xeb fe 32 Hgt Sh7
33 B xeb Hg8 34 WWed Hf7 3514
Wi 36 Hgxgb Wxe5+ 37 Pfl
Wcl+ 38 $f2. The victory slips
out of his hands. 38 &e2 ¥ xb2+
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39 D13 Wb3+ 40 B2 etc. wins. 38

o+ ¥d2+ 4-1. The mistake that
probably decided the destiny of the
match. The game contains
problems which the leader of the
black pieces must be well
acquainted with.



2 Catalan System

Opening systems and variations are usually named after their authors, but
sometimes it’s just a concurrence of events. This system could have been
named after Dr Tartakower who played it first or after Barcelona where it
was played first, but neither happened. Instead of the town they took the
name of the province.

But we are more interested in the idea of the opening which to an
inexperienced player may be pretty dangerous. After the introductory
moves 1 d4 d5 2 c4 €6 3 g3 H)f6 4 Qg2 (25), White fianchettoes his KB.

This move makes his intentions clear. He will try to break the pawn centre
and strengthen the activity of his §g2. His c-pawn is not defended for a
moment, but he can recapture it with ¥a4-+ or with his QN. Black has a
choice against White’s plan: he can take on c4 or play.. . . c6 and keep the
long white diagonal closed. Both possibilities are good, but we recommend
the former one.

Let us have a look at the essential ideas in some examples from
grandmaster practice.

Smyslov—Keres

World Championship 1948
1d4d52c4e63g3 064 Qgldc.
This at first sight inconsistent move,
which helps White to open the long
diagonal, has its logic. Till White
recaptures the pawn, Black will
develop and get enough
counterplay. 5 Wad+. 5 &3 will
be analysed in the following
games.5 ... @d7. A frequently
played alternative here is 5 ...
&Hbd7 6 W xc4 ab with the idea to
advance the mass of pawns on the
Q-side with the further . . . b5 and
... ¢5. The move chosen by Keres
is also sound and natural. Black
moves his bishop to ¢6 with gain of
tempo, opposing the white bishop
and annulling the pressure on the
diagonal. If White exchanges
bishops, he gives up his original

idea. If he plays &)f3 he cedes
manoeuvre of his knight, Black

control of important central
squares and the realization of ¢4 is
hardly possible at all. 6 ¥ xct {6
7 53, In case White attempts to
build a pawn centre at once with 7
f3, Black must play energetically—
7...%d58 ¥c3e59de HHgd 10ed
b5 11 a3 Hxe5 12 Hf1 We5 13
He3 Wxc3+ 14 Hyxe3 Hbd7—
analysis by Bouwmeester. 7 ...
Obd7. This leads to difficult
manoceuvring. Black has an
alternative here, a probably
simpler method to gain equality: 7
- _Q_d5 8 ¥Wd3 (8 ¥c? is best met
by 8... fe4, 8 Wad+ by 8 ...
Wd7 9 Wdl &b or9...c5and
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Black has counterplay.) 8 ... fie4
9 ¥d1c5 10 £3bd2 fd5or 10 53
£c6.8 £3e3 Hb6 9 Wd3 Qb4 10
0-00-011 241 h6 12 §d2 We7
13 a3. Black was not in a hurry to
take on ¢3, because after a3 some
weaknesses appear which he may
make use of later on. 13... § xc3
14 ¥xe3. On 14 {xc3, Black
would play 14 ... fe4 14 ...
Hfd8 15 Qel HacB 16 {fl. This
may seem strange, but it is the
beginning of a dangerous plan.
White will withdraw his knight and
try to carry out e4 while keeping his
pair of bishops. 16 ... 3d5 17 b4,
17 ... ¢5 was threatened. 17 ...
&Hbd7. This prevents £)e5 and in
some variations the knight will
support ... e3. 18 HHh4. On 18
£Yd2 comes 18 .. . e5. Now 18. ..
edismetby 19 5. 18... Hed 19
We2 Hd6 20 f3 g5. By the

prepared for the advance of the
pawn which will prevent e4. If 20
... 5 immediately, White would
move his knight to f4 via g6, so . . .
g5 was necessary. Black is not afraid
of exposing his king, because the
passively posted white pieces
cannot endanger the black king so
quickly. 21 £g2£5 22 3 £2 £ 16 23
el a5. A difficult moment. For
the time being White is blocked and
e4 is out of the question, but moving
his knight tod3, with Hel and §g2
to follow, he will renew his threat.
Before he does so, Black is seeking
counterplay on the Q-side. On 24
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ba he would play 24 ... Ha8. 24
&Hd3 Ha8 25 §g?2. Sticking to his
plan. A serious alternative, here as
well as on the previous move, is to
take on a5 and move his bishop to
b4 where it would be more active.
25... Ha7 26 Hel ¥h7 27 b5.
This is bad just because of the
excellent ¥h7. Nimzowitsch would
praise that move; Black controls the
critical point e4 more times than is
necessary, achieving by that the
mobility of all pieces protecting it.
A very good example of over-
protection. 27. . . Yxb528 ¥c5c6
29 a4 L)d7. It seems that White did
not foresee this. 30 ¥c2 5\d6 31
£ye5. Keresdemonstrated thiswasa
loss of time and that 31 £c5 was the
right move, because Black could not
takeonc5. It’strue, Black could play

1...5632e4fe33feb6 34 Hacl
bc 35 ed ¥xc2 36 Hxc2 ed 37
B xc5 Bc8 38 Heb Hfed 39 { xed
Hyxed 40 Hexch H xcb 41 Hxcb
8b7.31...5f632 Hacl Haa833
&¥d3 Eab8 34 £)c5 b6 35 e4 fe 36
& xe4, On 36 fe Keres intended 36

..bc37 ed ¥xc2 38 FHxc2ed 39
Hxch &des 40 H xc6 Hdc8 and
Black’s knights are superior to
White’s bishops. So White carried
out his e4, but Black will not feel the
consequences. 36 . . . ¥g6 37 We2
Ed7384\c3 4 c439 ¥b2b5.Black
starts moving his pawns and it is the
end of an extraordinary strategy.
Both players are in time-trouble. 40
ab cb 41 Hed Hdxed 42fe Hgt
43 Hxct (26)

White falls into a trap. 43 ...
¥h5 44 FHc2. 44 h3 was not good

because of 44 . . . £)xf2 followed by
. BEf8+ and. . . bc, while 44 h4 is
also bad because of 44 . . . £)xf2 45

Bfl &HHdl 46 ¥b3 He3 etc. The
fight is practically over. 44 .
¥xh2+ 45 Hfl Ff7 46 Flee2
Wxg3 47 Wc3 ¥xc3 48 Hxc3
Ebf8 49 Hce2 Hx£2 50 Hxf2
Axf2+ 51 EHxf2 Hxf2+ 52
& x£f2a453 Hh3 Hf754d5 ed 55
Rd7 1656 A c6de57 H xb5a3
0-1. The game is a brilliant piece of
instruction about the Catalan.

After 1 d4d52 c4 €6 3 g3 £)f6 4
Qg2 dc White can continue to
develop his forces. There is no hurry
to retake the pawn. As we saw
Smyslov did it with ¥a4+ at once,
but we noted that the early sally of
the queen was not a happy idea.
Black gained several tempi by
attacking the queen and once again
we understood its best was at dl.
What happens in case of 5 £)f3 we
shall find out in the games
Lengyel-Karpov and Tukmakov-
Korchnoi.

Tukmakov-Korchnoi.
Leningrad 1973
1d445162c4e63g3d54 Qg2dc
5 O3 b5. White offered a pawn
and in our opinion Black did well to
capture it. It leads to sharp play,
but it offers Black more chances
than the quiet variations where he
cedes the initiative to his opponent.
After 5. . .¢560-0 £)c6 White has
the unpleasant 7 £)e5 with
advantage. On 5 . . . a6 White can
continue 6 £e5 ¢5 7 3 (but not 7
fed £d5 8 dc W7 etc.) with
somewhat better play. 6 a4, The
alternative, 6 £3e5, is analysed in
the following game. 6. .. c6 7 0-0.
On 7 &eSthereis 7. .. Hd58 H)c3
69 Hgd b4 with agood game. 7. ..
D b78 Xye5ab. As far back as 1967
an important game for this
variation was played in Moscow.
Furman played, against Krogius, 8
.. ¥c8and after 9b3 cb 10 ¥ xb3
b4 11a5 Hfd712 Hd3c513 @ xb7
Wxb7 14 dc Hxcd 15 Wxbd
¥xb4 16 Hyxbs Hb3 17 Had
£xa5 18 Hyd5 ed 19 H xa5 d4 20
Hat 521 £)d2 0-0 22 £H)b3, a
draw was agreed. Already then the
theoreticians were of the opinion
that White had compensation for
the pawn but not more than that.
Later games confirmed the
opinion. Korchnoi’s move seems
even sounder than 8 ... Wc8,
because Black retains the possibility
to move his queen to the more
active place—b6. 9 b3. It seems
that White has no better plan. 9. . .
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cb 10 4b2 ¥b6 11 ¥ xb3 Hbd7.
Black delays castling and seeks for
the exchanges in order to alleviate
the pressure. 12 £Yxd7 H\xd7 13
Hd2 B .e7 14 d5. White must play
this, otherwise he has no
compensation for the pawn. 14. .,

ced 15 3 xg7 Hegb 16 Hc3 Het

ﬁ/ N “mE
B W
Mar 1

Black’s king is forced to stay in
the centre for a while, but the
position is closed and the danger is
not so great. Besides, the last move
transfers the theatre of the fight to
the Q-side, where Black is stronger
and a pawn up. 17 Hfbl {¢518
e3 ) xe3. Very well played. The
piece sacrifice gives Black a strong
initiative. Now he dominates the
field. 19 fe ¥ xe3+ 20 Fhl Hc8.
20 ... &¢c5 came into
consideration. It would also follow
in case of 21 FHcl. 21 Qa5 ¥Wxb3
22 HH)xb3 X xat 23 T xat ba 24
Hd2 Q6 25 Hel He5 26 Sgl
Dd7 27 HHF3. Since 27 .. .. et is
very bad because of 28 HE xc4,
Black is forced to take on {3. 27 ... .
Hyxf3+ 28 @ x£3 d4. White must
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avoid the exchanges, so Black moves
his pawn mass with tempo. 29 § h5
f5 30 g4. Excellent! Although in
time-trouble, White understands he
mustbreak thepawnchain. 30. . .fg
31 Bdl.Lateranalysisfound that31
Hc4wasindispensable.31... §d5
32 Hxd4 Hcl+ 33 $f2 a3 34
A xgs a2 35 Hc3. And not 35
E xd5+ becauseof 35. . .&c6. 35

.. Hc2+ 36 el EHxe3 37
H xd5+ Pe7 38 Hdl Hb3, With
hiskingon the firstrank thereisnoway
out for White. 0-1.

Lengyel-Karpov

Moscow 1971
1d45f62c4e63g3d54 Qg2dc
5 53 b5 6 HNe5 H)d5 7 0-0. In
case of 7 a4 Black would play 7 . . .
c6.7... Qb7 8 e4 H)f6 9 Hel
&bd7. Itis easy to sacrifice a pawn,
but not so easy to get it back or find
clear compensation for it. Black
plays natural moves and develops
his pieces. His mass of pawns on the
Q-side remains compact. 10 #e2
a6 11 £H)e3 HH1xe5 12 de HHd7 13
Bdl ¥c8. White dominates the
open d-file, but nothing concrete
comes out of it. 14 f4 {5+ 15
fe3 00 16 Hd2 { xe3+ 17
¥xe3 c5 18 Hadl {c6. Of
course, Black keeps his knight at d7,
because it thwarts the attack with
f5. 19 Hd6 He8. This, too, is
directed against 5. 20 £ 1d2.
White marks time. £)b1-d2-f3 had
to be considered. 20 ... ¥c¢7 21
&Hdl (28)
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A critical moment in the game.
Black is a pawn up but with White’s
superiority on the open file the
realization of - the -advantage is
difficult. Karpov decides to give
back the pawn, seeking the
initiative before his opponent can
start an attack against the black
king. 21 ... b4 22 Of1 b5 23
B xcd 5)b6 24 ) xb5 ab. Now we
can see the fruits of good strategy.
White has retained the d-file, but
Black dominates the a-file. Besides,
he has activated the knight,
preparing to move his pawns. 25 b3
&)e8. Less dangerous than it seems
to be. We shall see why. 26 Hd7
b6 27 H 2. Black would meet {5
with ... ¢4 as in the text. ... c4
cannot be stopped and it must
decide soon. 27 ... ¢4 28 d4. If
28 ¥Wxb6 £yxb6 29 Hb7 then 29
... HBa6.28... Za329 Hf2 He?
30 ¥d2 c3 31 ¥d3 £\c6 32 Bd6
Haa8. The rook comes back to
force the exchange on the d-file. 33
&g2 Hed8 34 a3 [ xd6 35 ed
£\d4 36 ab Hxc2 37 ¥xe2 ¥d4
38 Df3 €5 39 £)d3 ef 40 gf 16
41 e5 0-1.

3 Queen’s Pawn Opening (without c4)

We mention here those variations in which White does not play c4 and
sometimes neither Qf4 nor §g5. These are the lines White can choose,
when Black defends himself with the Queen’s Gambit, so we have to be

acquainted with them.

After 1 d4 d5 2 23 0)\f6 3 e3
White’s choice is the so called Colle
System. The idea is to carry out e4
only after 3...e64 §§d3 ¢55¢3
&6 6 HHbd2 §d6 7 0-0 0-0. The
system is not so naive as it may look.
It excludes any serious counterplay
and Black will do best if he takes
another line already at move three:
cerbd74 3d3c55c3g660-0
Dg775bd20-08 ed de 9 ) xed
£)xe4 10 ) xe4 Wc7, as played in
Matanovi¢-Trifunovi¢, Belgrade
1964.

1d4d5 2 £)c3 can transpose into
the French Defence after 2. . . e6or
2...50k63 g5 6, but Black can
play differently: 2... £)f6 3 Ded
Obd74 £)f3.4f3ismetby 4. . .cH
Sdc ¥a56 § xf6 £yxf6 7 d4 and
now the pawn sacrifice 7 ... ¢5 8
_‘E?XC\'H- feb gives Black a strong
itiative. In case of 4 ¥d3 the best

reply is an immediate action on the
Q-side—4...c650-0-0b5. 4. .,
h6 5 Qb4. If 5 §f4 then again 5
...c5.5...c56dce67b4bb The
absence of the white (B can be
taken advantage of. Now 8 c6 is bad
because of 8 ... A xb4 9 cd+
Axd7 10 %d4 fHa5 with
dangerous threats on the c-file and
the black diagonal which White
cannot parry.

After 1 d4d52 Qg5 perhaps the
simplest way to equality is what
grandmaster Suetin proposed in his
book of openings,e.g. 2. .. 353 c4
otherwise ... ¢6, ... &H)bd7, ...
Heglbetc. 3... § xbl 4 X xbl e6.
Now it turns out that 5 § xd8is met
by 5... b4+, while 5 ¥b3is re-
futedbyd. .. ¥xg56 Wxh7dcetc.
Incaseof53 Y3 b4+ 6 Hd2 H xd2+
we have a Queen’s Gambit in which
Black has got rid of his weak QB.
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We recommend just one variation of the modern Benoni: 1 d4 2)\f6 2 ¢4 ¢5
3d5d64 5 \c3g65e4 Qg76 Nf30-07 () e2e680-0 8. Of course we
shall analyse all the other positions White can go into on his way as well as
some positions of the King’s Indian Defence White can force on his
opponent. Let us make clear why we choose just this line. Many years of
experience teach us that after 8 . . . ed 9 ¢d Black’s position is seriously
compromised. The change in the pawn formation clearly favours White.
His KN moves towards his new base c4, after which Black has more reasons
to worry about the central thrust 5 than White has to worry about . . . b5.
During the last two decades Black has defended his position resourcefully,
discovering always new tactical possibilities. But when we analyse
carefully all these tactical blows we come to a firm belief that they are a
consequence of some direct error, not the objective way to keep the balance
of the position. Against a strong positional player chances for Black in the
Benoni are very bad indeed; and that is not surprising. Watched from a
strategic point of view it is a fortress with an open door—e5. Only a small
number of great players can afford to play that position, not the mortals. If
Black does not take on d5, we face a totally different position, but more
“about it later on. First we follow other lines.
After 1 d4 HHYf6 2 c4 ¢5 we examine:

A 3 O3 cd 4 Hyxd4 e6—p. 40

B 3d5d64 £He3 g6 5 e4 Qg7 64007 H3—p. 45

C3d5d64 £Hc3 g6 5 e4 Ag7 6 8d3 0-0 7 h3—p. 47
D3d5d648)3g65¢e4 Hg76 Ae20-07 Hg5—p. 49

E3d5d64 &)c3g65e4 Dg7 6 £H30-07 Je2—p. 53

F3d5g64 &3 2g75g30-06 §g2d6 7 £33 ¢680-0ed 9 cd—p. 57

A avoid the Benoni and transpose into
1 d4 506 2 ¢4 ¢5.3 DHF3 (29) the English Opening. However,
This is one of the ways White can  giving up the blockade of the

, ﬁ’ %,
E mow
mimiE

centre, he allows his opponent to
liquidate the pawn centre. It is
quite simple: 3 . . . cd 4 &yxd4 d5.
The continuation 5 cd £)xd5 6 e4
OB 7 Qb5+ (or 7 Hc3 e58 Hdb5
a6 with quick development and
good play) 7. .. §d78e5 A xb59
Hxbd ¥xdl+ 10 Hxdl &Hd5
with £)c6 and 0-0-0 to follow is not
dangerous for Black. But when
Black decides to play the Benoni he
evidently wishes to fight, not to
simplify. So we recommend
another solution: 3. .. cd 4 £xd4
€6. This simple continuation is the
best here. . .. d5 is made possible
and the KB has an open road. The
temporary weakening of d6 is of no
significance whatever. Since White
cannot play e4, the only way to
bring more pressure to the centre is
by fianchettoing his KB. But
fianchetto means time and Black
will succeed in exerting strong
Pressure in the centre and on the Q-
wing. White can choose between 5
£)c3 and 5 g3 and we shall analyse
both alternatives.
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Zilberstein~Vasyukov

USSR Championship 1972

1d4 562 c4¢53 D3 cd 4 5H)xd4
e65g3 Ob4+.5...d56 Agle57
O3 d4 is also poss1b,e, but we
prefer to develop pieces. 6 {d2
Wh6 7 B xbt ¥Wxbi+ 8 L\ c3
¥xb2., The game enters turbid
waters. 8. . . W xc4is weak because
of 9 e4 Wc5 10 Hb3 with
disagreeable consequences, but a
simple 8 . . . a6 is possible, renewing
threats and preventing &)b5.
Attention should be paid to this
alternative. 9 &)db5 %h4 10
éac7+ &d8 11 %dZ (30).

G
//,m,
o

First the threat was to trap the
queen by Ebl and now White
defends both knights and retains
the threat £)xa8. Black, however,
has a counterblow, simplifying the
position by giving back the
material. 11 ... Hed 12 H)xeb+
fe 13 &HHxed Wxd2+ 14 $Hxd2
&6 15 Qg2 b6 16 Hhdl. This is
rather slow. 16 ¢5 offers more to
White. 16. .. Pe717 &3 11818
Hd2 Hb8 19 Hadl %e5. An
indispensable move, which White
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probably did not see when he
started to build pressure on the d-
file. Black’s knight is moved to {7
whence it defends the critical point
d6. 20 £4 5HF7 21 5. Now all the
advantage has disappeared. 21 h4,
with the intention g3-g4-g5-gb,
would still cause many worries to

Black. 21 ... bc 22 £Hyxc5 d6 23
&Hb3 1-1.

Ivkov-Fischer
Vinkovci 1968
1d4 5Hf62 c4¢53 £H13 cd 4 2y xd4
e6 5 HH\)c3 Qb4 6 2. This is a
move of dubious value. Itis not that
simple to allow such damage to the
pawn structure. A couple of years
later Reshevsky played against
Fischer the also weak 6 e3. Let us
see what happened: 6 ... &ed 7
Wc2 5yxc38bc fe79 Ae20-010
0-0 a6 11 f4 d6 12 {5 ef 13 )5
BB 14 x5 Hd715 Q3 Wc716
Bbl Hab8 17 §d5 &£H)6 18 Ha3
Efe8 19 ¥d3 £yxd520cd b521 e4
H822 Hb4 Heb 23 c4 Hbe8 24
cb ab 25 &hl We7 26 ¥xb5
Hxed 27 Hxed ¥xed 28 ¥d7
W4 29 gl Wd4+ 30 Hhl W2
-1. If 6 g3 there is 6 ... £)ed
again, as played in a game
Bertok-Marovic, with clear advan-
tage for Black. 6... } xc3+ 7 be
Wab5 8 Wd3. White allowed the
doubling of pawns counting on
LA a3. Of course, he does not like to
give up theidea by playing §d2. In
his game against Karpov, Lenin-
grad 1973, Rukavina played 8

b4, but after the natural 8 . ..
0-09e3 b6 10 §e2 b7 11 0-0
H c8 he already had the worse of it.
It 1s evident White has no
compensation for his weak pawns.
Karpov exerted the pressure very
instructively: 12 f3 £c6 13 ¥b3
Web 14 Hyxch Hxc6 15 §d2 ¥c7
16 ¥a4 a5 17 Hfbl Qa6 and the
fight was decided. 8 ... £)c6 9
Ha3 b6 (3]).

Black commits an error and
cedes the initiative to his opponent.
9...d5 was correct and in case of
10 3 Black had 10 . . . e5 with the
idea ... Qe6. The move ... d5
frees Black. Without it, as we shall
see, it is not easy. 10 £ d6.
Naturally, Ivkov does not miss such
an opportunity. The white bishop is
a bone in Black’s throat. White has
resolved his problems and the
position is equal. Black should play

. ed 11 ¥d4 £)cb, draw. 10

.« a6 11 e4. Fischer pointed out
11 £yb4 Hc8 12 e4 with advantage
to White. Now Black again had 11

. He5 12 Wd4 &b 13 We3
He5. 11 ... b5 12 Qe2 Playing

for a win Black risks too much and

all of a sudden finds himself in a
difficult position. 11 ... b5 was a
bad move and it had sense only in
case of 12 ¢cb § xb5 13 ¥xb5
Wxc3+ 14 Bdl £H)xed. But White
also misses his best move—12 ¢5
after which Black has no
counterplay. 12 ... bc 13 We3
Wbt 14 £3 0—0-0 15 0-0. In case of
15 ¥xb6 ab 16 Ebl Fischer
counted on 16 ... &b7 17 {5
Ha8. 15 ... ¥xe3+ 16 L)\xe3
He8 17 Qg3. 17 Ffd]l would still
keep the pressure. After this Black
gets free. 17 ... d5 18 ed ed 19
Efd1 5e720 Hd2 £)c7 21 Hadl
[b7 22 e5 16 23 Hd4 5)c6.
Black is seeking active play, but the
simple 23 . . . a6 seems sounder. 24
Q5 Bhe8 25 B2 H\e6 26 Na3
ENF427 311 £\e5 28 OO f5. It scems
that Black did not take into
consideration this excellent move.
28...Hc729 H)xg7 Hegb 30 g3
&Hh3+. Both players play their
best. 30 ... Hxg7 31 gf £)g6 32
R xct x4 33 {1 would favour
White. 31 4 xh3 FExg7 32 f1
fa6. This is what Black prepared
when playing his 30th. 33 {¢5
£d3+ 34 () xd3 cd 35 Q xa7. In
time-trouble, Ivkov decides, with
no reason, to sacrifice the exchange:
35 Hel still gives him a slightly
better position. 35 ... He7 36
Exd3 § xd3 37 H xd3 Ha8. The
sacrifice does not pay. 38 {}e3
Bxa2+ 39 §d2 &c6 40 g4 5.
Starting from this point Fischer’s
Play is worthy of admiration. 41 ef
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Ef7 42 g3 B x5 43 Ygd Hf7
4 h4 Hal 45 {He3. Fischer
proposed 45 Hd4 threatening c4.
45... 5f146 §d4 Hb547 Ne3
Eg7+ 48 Hh5 2d749 §d4 Hcd
50 He3 Hf7 51 @h6. If 51 g4
then 51 ... Hgl+ 52 &h5 Hg6
etc. 51 ... Bhl. A series of best
moves and the h-pawn is lost, while
the king remains in a bad position.
52h5 Hf5 53 Hxh7 Hhxh5+ 54
&gb Hhg5+ 55 Hh6 Hg2. Or 55
. Hg3 56 f4 Hxe3 57 { xe3
& xc3 58 Fgb. 56 Ne5 H257 4
H2xf4 58 Q) xf4 Hxf4 59 g5
Efl 60 Pgé Hcl 61 HfE Hxc3
62 He8d463 Hc8+ Hd364 Ha8
Hc765 Ha3+ $c266 Hesd3 67
Ha2+ Hb3 68 Hd2 Hc4 69 Fh2
He7+ 70 $f3 &c3 71 Hh8d272
Hc8+ &Hd3 73 Hd8+ Hc2 74
B8+ Qdl 75 2 77+ 0-1.

Reshevsky-Polugaevsky
Interzonal 1970
1d4 5062 ¢4 c53 H)HN 3 cd 4 H)xd4
e6 5 H)c3 Qb4 6 Hdb5. This
avoids the doubled pawns, but if we
only count the knight moves we
shall know it cannot bring
advantage to White. 6 ... 0~0. 6
. d5 is also good, because after 7
A4 0-08 &7 Black wins with 8
. &Hh5. 7 a3 Q xc3+ 8 Hixe3
d5. On 9 cd Black would reply 9. . .
£yxd5 10 £yxd5 ed and the lead in
development at least compensates
for the isolated pawn. 9 Qg5
h6. The endgame after dc is
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favourable to White. 104h4 g5
(32).

32| A8

Y77
w1 /17

7. 1A

The correct move was 10 .. . d4
11 et {or 11 b5 &Heb) 11...g5
12 HixB+ ¥xB 13 Qe3 Heb.
White is behind with his
development and he cannot take
advantage of the weakening of
Black’s king position. Black has a
good game. 11 Qg3 d4 12 HHbd
£c6 13 €3 de 14 fe €5 15 Gd3
L g4. This is a critical point where
Black chooses a dangerous road. 13
... ¥b6 was indispensable. 16
We2 et17 Qe2 WasS+ 18 Pf2. It
becomes evident that White does
not need to castle and that Black’s
king is going to be the more
exposed. 18 ... QA xe2 19 GHxe2
Hac8. White threatened b4
followed by Hadl. 20 £)d6 Ha8
21 Hadl H)h522 Jel. The bishop
moves to the long diagonal. The
sign for attack. 22 ... ¥b6 23 g4
£\F6 24 ) ¢3. Now itis all clear and
White wins easily. 24... H\xg425
¥xed £5. On 25 ... h5 26 Hd5
wins, so 25 ... {5 was forced. Of
course, it brings the end near. 26

Web+ Gh7 27 Hxf5 Hce5 28
Hd7+ Hxd729 ¥ xd7+ g6 30
ht b5 31 &e7+ Hh6 32 hg+
Hxg5 33 Wd5+ 1-0.

Vaganian-Planinc
Hastings 1974 /5
1 .d4 516 2 ¢4 ¢5 3 HHf3. After the
analysis of the previous games we
can say that this is a bad move
which gives up all the opening
advantage. Our game will only
confirmit. 3...cd 4 Hixd4 eb 5
el fbd 6 Hb5 0-0 7 a3
D xc3+ 8 Hxe3d59 Qg5h6 10
8 x£6. Vaganian accepts the offer.
0...¥%xf6 11 cd ed 12 #xd5.
To grab a pawn with his K-wing on
the first rank cannot be correct. 12
... HdB 13 ¥f3 ¥Wb6. We shall
note here another game,
Kapengut-Kaminsky, USSR
1974: 13. .. ¥g6 14 Bdl Exdl+
15 yxd1 &)cb 16 e3 Qe6 17 Fe2
Hd8 18 0-0 Hd2 19 £c3 BExb2
20 £b5 Hc221 8 xcbbc22 ¥xcb
#d3 23 a8+ Ph7 24 Hdl Qs
25 Hel Ad5 26 Wxa7 We4 27 {3
H xg2+ with a quick débacle. It
strengthens the impression White is
already lost. 14 Bd1 Exdi+ 15
Hyxdl £Hchb 16 ¥e3. Uhlmann-
Barcza, Havana 1963, continued:
16 €3 Qe6 17 Qe2 Hd8 18 b4
Hxbs 19 ab Wxbd+ 20 Hfl
a5 and the pawn decides. After the
game the players analysed ¥e3 and
with Tal’s help they reached the
final position from our game.
Grandmaster Barcza published the

analysis and it is not clear whether
Planinc found the win at the board
or already knew it. 16 ... 5)d4 17
WeB+ Hh7 18 e3 HNc2+ 19 Dd2
(33).

2 // Z,/
% t y l 4

The scene was set for one of the
most beautiful combinations in
recent years. 19 ... Af5. A
brilliant sacrifice which White must
accept. The king is left at the mercy
of Black’s pieces. 20 ¥ xa8 #d6+
21 Fcl. 21 Fc3 loses a little more
slowly. It is only now that the
following move becomes evident. A
couple of moves earlier it was easy
to overlpok it. 21 ... £Hal 22
¥ xb7 ¥We7+ 0-1.

B
1d45X62c4c¢53d5d64 He3gb
Sed 0g76f40-07 HDHF3 (34).

This is one of White’s deviations.
The position is well explored and it
causes Black no troubles. It is true,
White’s pawn formation looks
ominous, but we must be aware it
cost White a couple of tempi. Black
has castled already and until White
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also does, he can create pressure on
the e-file and keep the balance.

7...¢68 e,

After 8 de fe Black’s QN gets a
clear road to d4 and his QB can be
fianchettoed. After 8 §d3 ed White
must take with his c-pawn. 9 cd
leaves Black with a choice: 9 ...
Qg4 10 h3 @ xf3 11 ¥xf3 Hibd7
followed by ... £e8, and the
possibility of £)c¢7 and b5, as such
positions are played usually (it is
important here to control ¢5 and
prevent the central thrust) or 9. ..
¥b6 (preventing castling) 10 £d2
gt 11 Hict ¥d8 12 W3 Hwitha
good game.

8...ed9cd

Apart from this there is also 9 ed,
which may look illogical, but it has
its point and hides dangers. White's
intention is to play Qd3, after
castling, and to carry out 5, seeking
for an attack. It is a dangerous
attack, because Black has no
counterplay and it must be
thwarted at its roots. There are two
accepted roads. First, Black has 9

. &\e8, preparing for ... 5,
while the knight moves to ¢7 in
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order to cover the weakened e6 and
support . .. bb. The other way is
the simple 9. .. He8 10 0-0 {)g4.
Now 11 §d3ismetby thestrong 11
. &h6 with . . . &5 1o follow (or
.. 815 first, in case White plays h3
threatening g4): On 11 h3 there is
. £e3 12 fxe3 Hxel 13
Wd2 He8 14 Hael £)d7 15 §d3
Hxel 16 Bxel HI8 with equal
play. Without the black-squared
bishop the attack is not so serious.
Besides, Black can always block
further action with . . . 5.

The position after 9 cd is worthy
of special attention. It is a very
dynamic position, characterized by
its asymmetrical pawn structure,
The threat €5 is very unpleasant
and the possibility of the central
thrust is the main characteristic.
Black must prevent e5. One of the

ways is ... Qg4 and ... Qxf3,
followed by ... §ibd7, ... &e8.
However, 9. .. Qg4 can be met by

10 £Hd2 Qi xe2 11 ¥xe2 and it is
not clear whether Black can
equalize. So Black must turn to his
simplest means—the pressure on
the e-file.

9 ... He8 10 HNd2.

The sharp, double-edged thrust
10 €5 is not so dangerous, because
white has not castled as yet which
must reflect on his early attack. For
example: 10 ... de 11 fe HHgt 12
g5 (12 €6 is not sufficient: 12 . . .
fe130-0ed 14 HHyxd5 §e6 15 Qcd
&e5, Or: 13 d6 {d7 14 0-0 fc6
13 Hig5 Hyed with Hbd7 to follow.

The pawn is blocked and Black
superior.} 12 ... #b6 13 0-0
Hxed 14 Hxed fxes5. The
position is not ‘naive’, but the
attack is not worth a pawn. On 15
Qb5 Blackplays 15. .. §d7, while
15 fc4 is met by 15 ... &5,
developing the Q-wing. On the
further 16 {3, there follows
16 ... &H)d7 and g4 does not
work.

After 10 £Yd2 in the main line
new characteristics appear and we
must understand these properly.
The direct threat, €5, is removed,
but some other possibilities arise
which may be disagreeable to
Black. White’s knight will move to
c4 and the threat of a central thrust
will be renewed. At the same time,
having secured the dominant
position for his knight, White will
exert strong pressure on Black’s
queen’s wing and rnake impossible
the liberating move . .. b5. Black
must take some measures against
that plan. Theory notes the
continuation ... &\g4, but that
move is rather complicated, leading
to tactical complications which are
not so clear as is popularly believed.
We recommend therefore another
line, which we consider more
appropriate to Black’s opening
strategy.

10 ... HHa6 (35).

Black moves the knight to c7,
where it performs several duties: it
supports the advance of the pawns,
it prevents e5 by exerting pressure

on d5, it allows . . . Qa6 after the
further . . . b6. For example: 11 0-0
712 313 BEb8 13 a4 b6 14 Hcd
£26 15 Wb3 Q xc4 16 ¥xc4 ab.
In this position Black won’t miss his
white-squared bishop. His plan is to
stop €3 by ... £§d7, at the same
time trying to strengthen the
activity of his KB by carrying out

. b3,

We shall note here another
position White may go into. After 1
d4 562 c4c53d5d64 HHc3gb5ed
Lg76140-0, Whitecanplay7 §d3
€6 8 &Hge2 ed 9 cd. The position
should not worry Black, but it is
useful to know your opponent’s
plans. White is going to transfer his
knight to g3, seeking to attack
Black’s king. In this type of position
some typical sacrifices are possible,
e.g. e5 de, {5 with strong pressure on
the f-file and the diagonals. The best
reply again is the exchange of the
white-squared bishops, which he
achieves with 9. .. b6 10 0-0 § a6.
Giterman-Suetin  continued: 11
R xab Hyxab 12 &\g3 ¢4 and Black
had a level game.
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C
1d4 5Yf62 c4 c53d5d64 H\c3 g6
5e4 {1g7 6 d3 007 h3 (36).

Py

ﬁ'%/, /
/

72%:’////,

Now we can read White’s
intentions quite easily. White
expects ... e6 and ... ed, so he
develops his bishop at d3 whence it
should support the advance of his f-
pawn. 7 h3 prepares for M3,
depriving Black of . .. fg4. He is
going to meet the check on the open
e-file by f1e3, ignoring ... fh6.
The difficulties Black has to
overcome are due to his cramped
position. It is a problem we must
not underrate. We shall learn from
two grandmaster games.

Gheorghiu—Andersson

Manila 1975

1d4 5Hf62c4c53d5d64 HNc3gh
Se4 Jg76 §d30-07h3e68 03
ed9ed HeB8+ 10 Qe3 Jh6. Itis
useful to know why this seemingly
natural move is not good. 11 00
Axe3 12 fe We7. 12 ... Exe3
gives White an important tempo for
attack. Playing 13 ¥#d2 and ¥h6

he starts a dangerous action.
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Andersson therefore tries to finish
his development and control e5. 13
et Hbd714 Hf2. Incaseof 14 ..
He5 White will take on €5 and 15
... ¥xed does not go because of
¥13. We can already feel a strong
pressure growing on the open f-file.
14... B8 15 Wd2 HHe8. After 15
<. 5ed 16 Hyxed ¥rxe5 17 W4,
Black will not be able to realize the
dominant position at e5 for his
knight. The endgame is again bad
for him. 16 Hafl a6 17 a3 Ha718

He2 (37).

Preparing for the infiltration of
white pieces via a4. A difficult plan
tomeet. 18...f619b4b6 20 (a4
£HE7 21 Q6 Hc7 22 Had. Black
has no counterplay whatever and
he loses material; quite enough to
lose the game. 22 ... £)h5 23
Axd7 Qxd7 24 Hxb6 Hg3 25
Hel Q8. If25 ... H)xe4 White
can simply play bc. 26 e5. A little
combination  deciding  quickly
because of the weakness at d6. 26
... fe 27 Lyxed Wg7 28 H x£8+
W =18 29 HHgd Hh5 30 We3 g7

31 bc dc 32 Wed Hb7 33 Hh6+
Dh8 34 1 1-0.

Polugaevsky-Kavalek
Solingen 1974
1d4 5Xf62c4¢53d5d64 Hc3 gb
5e4 Hg76 0d30-07h3e68 )3
ed 9 ed He8+. The manoeuvre
... &bB-ab-¢7 comes seriously
into consideration. The knight is
best placed at ¢7. In some cases it
prepares for ... b5, sometimes it
covers the weakness at €6 when
Black is forced to meet the advance
of White’s K-side pawns by . .. {3.
10 Je3 £HYh5. The same
manoeuvre, ... §ab-c7, is OK
again. 11 0-0£5. Why . . . £h5 and
. 5.7 Although our position
seems quiet, White’s intentions are
quite militant. With the situation in
the centre and on the Q-wing
stabilized, White would withdraw
the knight from f3 and start
advancing his pawns. The threat
does not look perilous, but passive
play leads to a position where Black
will have no manoeuvring space.
That’s why Kavalek takes space
immediately and eliminates the
possibility of a pawn attack.
Meanwhile he creates a weakness at
e6. White cannot take advantage of
it at once, but it is a lasting
weakness he can count on from now
on. 12 Wd2 5Hd7. 12 . .. Hab still
should be considered. 13 Hael
df8. Correct was 13 ... §e5 14
Hyxe5 fxe5 15 g5 Whe. 14
Ah6 2d715 @ xg7 Hxg7.0n 15

... @xg7 Polugaevsky gives 16
&gd h6 17 Heb+ B xe6 18 de
wcB8 19 Qe2 Hxe6 20 f xh5
Hxh5 21 &Hd5 and  Black’s
position is bad. 16 B xe8+ ¥ xe8
17 a3. Had Black forced a4, with
the manoeuvre . . . £ab—7 in the
early stages of the game, White
would not have had this. Now
White can combine play on both
wings. 17 ... a5. This must be a
mistake. The consequence is
another lasting weakness. Correct
was 17 ... ¥f8, and if 18 b4 then
18 ... b6. 18 Qc2. White will
exchange the bishops with a4
and the holes b5 and e6 will become
more difficult to defend. 18. . . ¥f8
19 Hel He8 20 i xe8. On 20
a4 Black would take on a4, on el
and then play ... ¥e8. 20 ...
Wxe8 21 Wg5 We7. Black should
not allow fJa4 at any cost. 21 . . .
@f7or 21 . . . £Hgh5 was necessary.
He was lucky that White, instead of
realizing his plan completely by
a4, plays badly &fl. The
endgame of the queens and knights
is clearly difficult for Black. 22 &f1
Dge8 23 Wh6. Qa4 is not possible
any more, because after the
exchange Black’s queen penetrates
t0e4.23...4)c724 d3 We825
Wg5 Gg7. After a long wandering

Black’s knight finally found his’

place. But in a level position Black
gives his opponent an opportunity
to sharpen the play. 25 ... &f7
would have eliminated the
Possibilities which follow. 26 £)h4
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¥e5. The players already were in
time-trouble and the mistakes are
understandable. 27 4 ¥d4 (38)

1A87Y

In post-mortem analysis they
found out that 27. . . ¥e3 28 § xf5
&exdb saves Black. The sense of
this strange move will be clearer
after 29 cd £Hh5 and £e2 does not
help because of . . . @b5. So White
has nothing more than a draw: 29
Axdd Hyxd5 30 Hxd7 Wel+
with perpetual check. 28 { xf5
Wxc4+ 29 Fgl Hiexd5 30
[ xd7 ¥xf4, If 30 . . . &yxc3, 31
&5+ wins. 31 Wxfd £yxfe 32
25 d5 33 HHf3 d4 34 Had Het
35 Heb £)e6 36 Q. c4 £)c737 A d3
b5 38 O xe4 ba 39 d3 £e6 40
St Hf4 41 Hf2 1-0.

D
1d4 5Xf62c4c53d5d64 Hc3gb
S5e4 Qg76 Re20-07 Qg5 (39).
We usually reach this position by
a different order of moves, in one of
the standard variations of the
King’s Indian Defence.
The centre is blocked. It is true,
sooner or later Black will open the



50 Benoni and King’s Indian Defences

e-filewith. . . e6, but, playing ¥d?2,
White thwarts any counterplay
and then slowly pushes his opponent
into a cramped position on both
wings. In order to get an idea about
the difficulties he would have to
overcome we mention here a typical
continuation: 7. . .68 ¥d2ed 9ed
He8 10 53 Qg4 11 0-0 Hbd7 12
h3 @ xf313 @ xf3a614a4 We7 15
Hael ¥f816 8dl Hxel 17 H xel
He818 H xe8 #Wxe819 @ 4. Inthe
further courseofthegame White will
exchange queens as well and play a
very favourable endgame: he
controls more space, he can start
action on both wings and finally he
has a pair of bishops which must
showintheend. InouropinionBlack
must not allow ¥d2 after which his
K-side is paralysed. 7 ... h6 is
indispensable. White can withdraw
his bishop to f4, h4 or €3 and we shall
see these alternatives in a number of
good games.

Uhlmann-Adorjan

IBM, Amsterdam 1971
1d4g62ct 873 5c3c54d5d6
5e4 566 32007 g5h68

LA £4. The last move was played in
order to prevent . . . €6, but one day
it dawned upon somebody that . . .
€6 nevertheless could be played.
Polugaevsky-Bilek, Bussum 1968,
where the order of moves was
slightly different, proved that the
pawn sacrifice made sense and the
line was scrutinized thoroughly. 8
...e59de ) xe6 10 ) xd6 He8.
The critical position. Black has
sacrificed a pawn, but has obtained
excellent play for his pieces. The
knight enters the fight via c6, the
Qg7 is very active, the possibility

. ¥a5 and ... Hd8 is also
dangerous. Of course, all this gains
value because White needs two
tempi to castle. The other
important thing is that 11 § xc5 is
not possible due to 11 ... ¥a5 12
b4 Wa6 13 HHib5 Hxed 14 &7
Wb 15 Hyxe8 QJc3+ 16 Hfl
Nd2+ 17 el Wxg2 etc. 11 e51is
also out of the question because of

.7 1214 g5 13 53 gf 14
wd2 &Hic6 15 ¥Wxf4d &Hdxe5 16
B xed Hyxed 17 Hxed5 ¥d4 18
Hd3 [ xcd etc. 11 HE3 £HXcb 12
0-0 Hd4 (40).
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The idea is based upon the
following variation: 13 {Qxc5
Hyxe2+ 14 ¥xe? ¥c8. In case of
13 £Yxd4 cd 14 ¥ xd4 Black would
play 14 ... &)xed 15 ¥Wxed ¥xd6
16 ¥xb7 Hab8 with ... Hxb2.
On 13 Qe5, 13 ... Hyxf3+ is
sufficient. 13 e5 Hd7 14 Hel.
White considered 14 £yxd4 cd 15
¥ xd4, but concluded that after 15
... &Yxed he had no advantage. He
defends the pawn, but it comes out
soon that the pawn cannot be
defended. 14. .. Hc615 Hes. The
previously mentioned game,
Polugaevsky-Bilek, was slightly
different: . .. h6 was not played,
because White played § f4 without
feg5. White continued: 15 £d5
He8 16 Wh3 &Hdxe5 17 § xc5 b6
18 Qe3, but after 18 ... £a5 it
turned out he had nothing. 15...
b616 3f1 Hc8.0n16. .. 5dxe5
there is 17 §Yxe5 Hxed 18 Hxch,
but 18 ... @ g4 is strong. 17 ¥b3
Rg418 Hadl. Ready tosacrificea
pawn after 18 ... £Yd4 19 £)yxd4
D xdl 20 Bxdl cd 21 Hxd4. 18
«o o 8 xF3 19 Wxf3 H\d4 20 Wh3
& xe5. Black has recaptured the
pawn and what is more he has
centralized his pieces. 21 b4,
Perhaps White is nearer to a draw
after 21 § xe5 with £)¢3 to follow.
21...1522 O xe5. 22 be fe 23
Hxd4 O3+ 24 gf Qxdd 25
¥rxh6 W6 etc., does not work. 22
<o BExe3 23 He3 We8. Black
rightly does not care about the
pawn, trying to reinforce the
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position of his pieces. 24 [ xeb
¥xe5 25 be be 26 Hd5 TbS.
Dominating open files, Black
dominates all the board. 27 a3
Eb2. Excellent. On 28 #xc5 he
would play 28 . . . H xa2, whileon
28 ¥xa7 he has something else on
his mind. 28 ¥ xa7 We4 29 Wa4.
. ¥c2 has to be prevented. 29
« » » ¥h4. Time-trouble. This move
should have been prepared by 29
.. Dh7. 30 We8+ Hh7 31 We3.
White had time to see 31 He7
Nf3+.31... Exa232 Hblh533
g3. 33 Eb7 was correct. 33 ...
Wed 34 Wxed. Again 34 Bb7 was
better. 34 ... fe 35 &g2. If 35
822,35 ... &3+ wins easily. 35
. &)5. Again a serious error. 35
- 3336 He3 §d4 37 Hb3Hh6
threatening 38 . . . £)d2 wins. Now
White could defend himself with
Bel and He2, if he had any time
left. His flag fell.

Lengyel-Antunac
Zagreb 1973
1c4 562 533 g6 3 e4 db 4 d4
2875 3e20-06 Jg5c57d5h6
8 81 e59 de {ixe6 10 & xd6
Ee8 11 £)f3 £)c6 12 0-0 £H)d4 13
e5 HNd7 14 Hxd4 ed 15 HbH.
Uhlmann played this move against
Damjanovi¢ in Cienfuegos 1973. It
seemed to be a refutation of the line,
but a couple of months later
Antunac improved Black’s play. 15
v 51516 c5d3 17 § xd3 (41).
Up to now all as in Uhlmann-
Damjanovit in  which Black
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continued 17 . .. £Yxd3 18 ¥xd3
Hc8 19 Hadl Wab overlooking
the strong 20 § ¢7. Antunac did not
know the earlier game and found
the right answer at the board. 17
. Hc8. What’s the point? At first
glance you do not see the difference,
but then it becomes clear that 18
&yxa7 does not work because of 18
. &yxd3 19 £yxc8 (not 19 ¥xd3
Hxcd) 19 ... &Hixb2 20 He7+
Wxe7. 18 Q e2. White is takén by
surprise and commits an error. He
should have chosen 18 Q xe5 (18
Ded Qcd) 18... Qxed5 19 Hd6
Axd6 20 cd Wxd6 21 QHed,
although he is worse here, too. 18
.o« 5t 19 ¥ad, On 19 b3, Black
intended 19 ... £)b2, while 19
Hxa7 is met by 19 ... &yxb2
followed by 20 . . . §b8. The text is
even worse. 19. .. £Yxb2 20 ¥b4.
On 20 ¥xa7,20. .
...2521 ¥4 Qd7 22 ¥d2 Q5.
White has avoided material losses,
but Black has so activated his pieces
that there are no doubts about the
outcome. The threat is ... Hxe2
. £d3.23 Hfcl. 1f23 Hfel
then23... Hxc5.23... Hxe224

. Ad7wins. 20 . 9

Wxe2 {d3 25 W3 J xb5 26
Wxb7 HHd3 27 ¥Wxb5 Hyxcl 28
Hxcl ¥xdé 0-1.

Uhlmann-Byrne
Hastings 1970 /71 -
1d4 5Xf62c4g63 £)c3 Qg74e4
d65 3e20-06 Qg5c57d5h68
He3. Apart from this we shall
mention here the continuation 8
A h4 Thebestreplyis8. . . a6 with
the intention to meet 9 {3 with 9
. . b5, making use of the absence of
White’s QB. White would do better
to prevent . . . b5 by 9 a4, but after
. ¥a5 10 ¥d2 there is again 10
. b5 with a pawn sacrifice. After
11 cb ab 12 & xb5 Black can play
12 ... a6 with initiative for the
pawn. In Kristianssen-Olafsson,
1966, instead of 10 ... b5 Black
played 10 ... &bd7 11 £HI3 b5 12
cb ab 13 Q xb5 &yxed 14 Hxed
¥ xb5 with better play, but White
could have prevented the tactical
blow by the simple 11 Ha3 leaving
Black in a passive position. 8. . . e6
9 de. Preparing for ¥d2 (attacking
h6) and 0-0-0 with pressure on the
d-file. The quiet 9 ¥d2 is also
possible when Black’s hest choice is
...ed 10 ed &h7 11 h3 £ab6 12
OHi3 A5.9 ... Axe6 10 Wd2
Sh7. Black has to defend the
pawn, because after 10. .. ¥a5 11
DA xh6 Hxh6 12 ¥xh6 LHxed
13 Hcl £)c6 14 h4 White maintains
the attack. 11 0-0-0 £)c6 12 ¥ xd6
¥ xd6 13 HE xd6 (42).

13 ... &d4. White realized his
plan, but at an evil moment. . ..
&\eB is threatened and after taking
on d4, . . . HHg4 follows and White
loses the exchange. So White’s
strategy has failed. Capturing on d6
is a slow manoeuvre, unjustifiably
neglecting development. 14 e5
£)e8 15 H xd4 cd 16 { xd4 £\d6.
Very well played. Black wins a
pawn, since he can meet 17 {.¢5 by

... fxe5. 17 b3 HOHI5 18 3¢5
EfcB 19 SYet O xe520 03 Jg7
21 g4 b6. Defending the pawn
indirectly he remains a pawn up. 22
Qa3 Hde 23 Hxde Hxde 24
Df3 Fb8 25 Hdl Je5 26 Hel
Bad8 27 &c2 Ehe8 28 h3 £5 29
£)c30d430 He2fg 31 hg N 732
Reda633 13 Pg734 Jclg53s
[d2 Qg6 36 5Hd5 a5 37 Qd3
D538 0c3+ Hf739 Ade Hd6
40 23 IHed8 41 ®c3 ) xa3 42
Qxb6 Qbt+ 43 b2 HcB 44
Lf2 FHeb 45 Hc2 A8 46 B3
Hce8473d3 Hb848 b2 Hbe8
49 3d4 Hxed 50 fe [xed 51
BR2+ Af4+ 52 $c3 Bx£2 53
Qx£2 Qet 54 Qb6 Q3 55 He3
Qbt+ 0-1.
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E
1d455f62c4c53d5d64 He3gh
5e4 Qg76 Hf30-07 fe2. An
alternative is 7 @d3 transposing
into the known position after 7 . . .
€6 8 h3. In case of 8 0-0 ed 9 cd
Black can choose 9 . . . @g4 which
suits his general plan. Smyslov-
Polugaevsky, Interzonal 1973,
continued: 10 h3 Q xf3 11 ¥Wxf3
Dbd7 12 #e2 a6 13 a4 He8 14
Bfdcd 15 Hc2(if15 § xc4then 15

.&xedand ... 5) 15 ... &)ch
16 Hfel Hc8 and Black had level
play. As a rule the exchange of the
QB for White’s KN is favourable to
Black because it diminishes White’s
power on the critical point 5 and
prevents the pawn’s central thrust.
The pair of bishops is not so
powerful in such positions. Black
gets rid of his bishop which does not
help him much and which, in the
Benoni, represents quite a problem
indevelopment. The other bishop is
important, the fianchettoed one. 7
ve.e6 80-0 HeB (43).

Up to a couple of years ago, 8. . .
ed was played without thinking.
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The waiting move bears witness to
the difficulties Black had to
overcome in the normal variations
of the Benoni. After the exchange
on d5 White regularly obtained an
advantage by the simple
manoeuvre £d2—c4. The road to
level play is hard. Seeing that the
knight manoeuvre is a trump-card
in White’s hand it occurred to
somebody to postpone taking on
d5, depriving White of it. That’s
the idea of the last move. It is based
on the tactical possibility 9 de
QA xeb 10 34 &b as we saw in
quite a similar position.

Let us see what happens after 8

He8. Black exerts indirect

pressure on e4. Of course, White
does not have to protect e4 once
more, but in that case he will have
tomeet. . . ed by ed and the tension
in the centre disappears. 9 £d2
maintains the tension, 9 ... ed 10
cd transposing into the standard
positions. But now Black does not
take on d5 and does not free c4 for
White’s knight. White’s normal
development is thwarted, he has no
clear plan.

We shall form an opinion about
our position on the experience of
some grandmaster games.

Gheorghiu-Larsen

Teesside 1972
153c52c4g63d4 Rg74d5d6
5e4 566 5Hc30-07 Ne2e68
0-0 He89de § xe6 10 { 4. Slow
is I0h3 &He6 11 Qe3 Wb6 12 Ebl

A7 13 £b5 £deb and Black has
counterplay, while the backward
pawn is not a weakness. 10. . . £)c6
11 & xd6 ¥a5. In Popov-Cebalo,
Zagreb 1973, the same position was
reached with the only difference
that Black had his pawn on h6 (they
played a King’s Indian variation
with 5 fe2 and immediately
Dg5). Popov played 13 e5 &Yd7 14
&d5, but after 14 ... @ xd5 15
¥xd5 Hac8 Black recaptured the
pawn with a good game: 16 a3
Adxed 17 ¥xch ¥xcH 18 § xc5
b6 19 Qd6 Hx3+ 20 Hxf3
A xb221 Ha2 { e5and White had
to worry about a draw. 12 3 4. 12
a3, threatening 13 b4, is new and
strong. Therefore Black should turn
to the line in Lengyel-Antunac (p.
51). 12... Bad8 13 &HHd5 (44).
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On 13 §d2, Black can continue
.6d4. 13 ... Bd7.13 ...
Hyxed 14 fc7 Hxd5 15 cd does
not work. 14 8d3. 14 §d2 %d8 15
fg5 h6 gives nothing, e.g.: 16
Axb Axfb 17 ¥Wd2 O xd5,
followed by ... &£\d4. After the
text, however, Black’s knight will

be able to occupy the central square
d4. 14 ... Qg4 15 h3 § xf3 16
Wxf3 i\d4 17 ¥dl. Giving back
the pawn. The play is level. 17...
Hxed 18 Hel 4HH)d6 19 § xd6
Bxel+ 20 Wxel Wxel+ 21
Exel HExd6 22 He7 Heb6 13

Geller-Suetin

Kislovodsk 1972

1c4g62d4 Qg73 HNc3c54d5d6
5e4 663007 De2e680-0
EHe8940d2. Or9h3ed 10ed 15
with equal play. Apart from the
text White can defend e4 by 9 ¥c2,
in order to be able to retake on
d5 with his c-pawn. Kozma-
Polugaevsky, played in the same
tournament, continued: 9. . . Hab
10 Heled 11 cd 5)b4 12 b3 Qg4
13 a3 Q xf3 14 gf £)a6 15 Wxb7

&7 16 ¥b3 2Yh5 17 4 ¥hd with

active play. 9... £a6. No matter
what White chooses this manoeuvre
is useful. Waiting tactics make
White’s job difficult. His knight at
d2 is not happy. 10 Hel £)¢7 11
Qf1 b8 12 a4 b6 13 h3 a6 14
&3, White has exhausted useful
waiting moves. 14...ed 15 ¢d. 15
ed means an equal position. The
text allows Black to take the
initiative. 15. . . b5 16 €5 de 17 d6
&£e6. White put his hopes in the
central thrust, but underrated the
powerful black knight bound for
d4. 18 ab £\d4. Black loses his
a- and b-pawns, but wins the
d-pawn and is very strong in the

centre. 19 ba ¥ xd620 Jg5 Ha8.
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Unnecessary and bad. After 20 . . .
h6 21 Q xf6 Wxf6or 21 { h4 £H\d5
he is OK. 21 £1b5 ¥h6 22 Hbxd4
ed 23 Qxf6 Fxel 24 Wxel
B xF625 We8+ ., 1£25 $ed then 25
- Wa7.25...%g726 §cd WeT
27 £el. An error. Correct is 27
£)d2. After the text, the white
bishop is not protected and Black
could continue 27 . .. § xa6 with
.. 8 xc4 to follow. But he did not
seeit. 27... b7 28 Wb5 Hc829
&Hd3 Qe7 30 Wa5 Wd6 31 Wh5
Ha732b3 3d7 33 Wa5 {1534
¥el. White is not afraid of having
bishops of opposite colour. His
passed pawn must decide sooner or
later. 34... @ xd3 35 ) xd3 {d8
36 ¥ed Q.c737g3 Qb6. Here the
bishop is even worse posted. 38
Hel Hc739 He2 0a740%g2h5
41 h4 BB, The last two moves
allow White to win quickly, . .. 42
W3+ Sg7 43 He8 He7 (45)

. while this move allows a nice
win. 44 O xg6. 44 . .. ¥¥xg6 and
. fg are evidently bad and 44

... Pxgb loses to 45 Hg8+ and 46
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Bgd etc. 4 ... c4 45 f xh5
B xe8 46 ¥xf7+ Hh6 47 ¥xe8
W16 48 g4 1-0.

Gligori¢-Suetin

Ljubljana 1973
1d4f62c4c53d5d64 £\c3gb
S5e4 Qg76 HHf30-07 Qe2e68
0-0 He8 9 HHd2 £)ab6 10 Bhl. As
in the previous game White is
playing moves hoping for ... ed.
But Black can also wait. 10. . . &)¢7
11 a4 Eb8. Our next game teaches
us that 11 ... b6 is still more
accurate. 12 £3 b6 13 H\dbl. This
manoeuvre, however slow it seems,
is probably the only solution in this
position. White simply cannot wait
indefinitely. 13 ... a6 14 a3
¥e7. This is not necessary. 15 Ae5
h6 16 S h4 (46).

Correct was 16 § e3 followed by
&2 with the idea b4. The text
gives Black the opportunity to
control the black squares. 16, . . g5
17 212 ed 18 cd £)d719 ¥d2. On
19 & c4 there is 19 ... &\e5, but
that was nevertheless a better
choice, because the knight on a3 is

not active. 19 ... He5 20 Hael
2d7 21 Hc2 ¥£6. White is ready
tomeet . . . b3 by ab and b4, which
Black prevents. 22 £)e3 b5. The
strategic battle is won. 23 ab ab 24
283 Hgb. On 24 ... b4 would
follow 25 Qxe5. Also f4 was
threatened. 25 Y5 Q18 26 {d3.
This loses the d-pawn. £)e3 was
indispensable. The rest is simple
technique. 26 ..., b4 27 &)dl
Qx5 28 of Fxel 29 H xel He?
30 HNe3 Hiexd5 31 Hed Hb6 32
He3 He8 33 Hgd Fxel+ 34
¥xel ¥xb2 35 f6 d4 36 Hbl
Nd7 37 Q2 ¥4 38 hd Web 39
Wd2 H)xf6 40 hg H)xgs 41 fg
Wxgs 42 gh Wh5+ 43 Ggl
¥xh6 44 He3 Wg7 45 fa2 H\b5
46 Q c4 £)c347 Wd3 Wg3 48 Wd2
d5 0-1.

Savon-Belyavsky

USSR Championship 1974
153c52c4g63d4 Ng74d5d6
5e4 )56 HH)c30-07 Re2e68
0-0 He8 9 H)Hd2 £HHa6 10 PHhl.
Black can meet de by ... { xe6
and further, 4 by . .. §d7and. ..
£.c6. In Spassky-Kavalek, IBM
1973, White played 10 Ebl &\c7
11 a4 b6 12 f4, but had no
advantage after 12 ... ed 13 cd
D2a6.10...5c711a4b6 12 4. If
12 {3 Black is in time with 12 . ..
R326.12 ... ed 13 cd Qab. An
important simplification. If White
takes, a black knight will feel well at
b4. 14 Hel 3 xe2 15 1 xe2 Hgd.

Black chooses the moment when

&3 does not work because of . . .
R .xc3 and starts an action against
the weakened white king position.
16 h3 ¥h4 17 Wfl 5 (47).

Black goes astray. After 17 ...
£.d4 he would threaten perpetual
check, while 18 ¥f3 allows 18 . ..
&2+ with . . . 15 to follow. 18 £)f3
Wh5 19 e5. All of a sudden the fight
turns in White’s favour. The pawn
sacrifice creates a dangerous passed
pawn on the d-file together with
various tactical possibilities. 19 . . .
de 20 fe £yxe5 21 d6. Gligori¢
proposed 21 Hxe5 {xe5 22
&xed Hxe5 23 {4 Hae8 24
R xe5 Hxe5 25 Wit etc. 21 ...
Oxf3 22 de £Hd4 23 FH xeB+
Exe8 24 Wed+ Hh8 25 Of4
Whd 26 Bl We7 27 £)b5 H)xb5
28 ¥xb5 Web6 29 Hdl {d4. 30

‘¥Wxe8+ was threatened. 30 bd

g7 31 be be 32 Wh7 He8 33
£.g3. Black’s rook is tied down and
now White takes the e-file. 33 ...
85 34 Hel Wd7 35 N d6 D6 36
Wd5 R xc7.36... Hed 37 Bxe8
¥xe8 38 Hh2 Wel 39 Wg8+ 6
also loses—to 40 Wh8+ followed
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by ¥xd4. 37 Heb6+ &g7 38
¥xf5 Wd8 39 § xc7 Wxc7 40
Wxgs+ 7 41 W5+ Gg7 42
Hed 016 43 Hgt+ 1-0.

F

1d4 5Xf6 2 c4 ¢5 3 d5 g6 4 H)\c3
Rg75g30-06 Qg2d67 HH)f3 e6.
This move turns a typical King’s
Indian position into a Benoni. The
variation 8 de is analysed in
Vaganian-Velimirovié.

80-0ed9cd (49).

So we have the standard position
of the fianchetto variation. It is
essentially different from other
Benoni positions. Let us first point
out its advantages and its
drawbacks.

White’s Qg2 is apparently badly
posted, its activity being limited by
its own pawn at d5. It seems that his
proper place is at €2 whence it stops
... b5, but that is not so simple.
Posted on g2, the bishop defends
the pawn on d5. For the moment it
is not important, but after the
manocuvre &d2-<4  and  the
advance of pawns to e4 and f4,
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when e5 is prepared, the defence of
the pawn on d5 may become
essential. In some cases it is under
attack from several pieces—OHfb
and &\c7, perhaps §b7 and also
Wd8 (after e5 de). Sometimes
White can open the long white
diagonal and sometimes the bishop
indirectly prevents . . . b5, because
the &c4 jumps to a5 and c6,
supported by the {g2. White’s
final aims are to carry out e5 and
stop ... bd. The fianchettoed
bishop serves better the former one.
Black’s play on the Q-side is more
active than in other Benoni
positions. Playing correctly and
cautiously he has the means to
check €5, realizing counterplay on
the queen’s wing which keeps a
positional balance.

There are several plans against
White’s basic ideas. One of them is
the manoeuvre ... §)b8-ab-c7,
but we do not recommend it.
Considering White’s plans we come
to the conclusion that the knight is
better posted at d7, whence it easily
chases a white £Yc4 by . . . £\b6 or

. &e5. Black knights at d7 and {6
are flexibly posted. A £\6, for
instance, can be transferred to c7 or
Jjump to h5 making possible . . . f5
in search of chances on the king’s
wing. The following game is a good
model of Black’s strategy.

Gheorghiu-Ljubojevi¢
Manila 1974
1d4562c4e63 HNc3c54d5ed

5cdgb66g3d67 )3 Qg78 Qg2
0-09 0-0 a6 10 a4 HHbd7 11 HHd2
H e8. A useful waiting move. On 12
&c4, Black would play 12 ...
2b6; our game will have a similar
course. On 12 a5 Black can reply 12

. bd at once without fear of 13 ab
Axb6 14 £Hb3 threatening £Had,
because 14 ... &c4 prevents that
possibility. Now 15 ¥d3 is met by
the strong 15 . . . Eb8. 12 h3. This
is also a useful waiting move.
Sometimes . . . £g4 can be a real
nuisance. 12 ... Eb8. An active
alternative is 12 . .. £Hh5 13 &4
&ed 14 £Ha3 15, but in our opinion
the action on the queen’s wing is
more appropriate to the position.
13 £t Hb6 14 Ha3 Hd7. Black
threatens 15 ... &yxa4 16 Hxad
b5 recapturing the piece with good
play. Of course, White can prevent
the tactical blow by 15 a5, but that
weakens b). After the further 15. . .
&8 16 £ c4 Black can play 16, ..
Ab5 and in the late course of the
game resort to the manoeuvre . . .
&Ha7-b5. The move Gheorghiu
chose is bad. 15 Q4 (49).
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15 ... &OHK5. 1 had found this
refutation in 1965 already, but I
had no opportunity to use it. 16
f xd6. Practically there is no
choice. 16 §d2 isrefuted by 16.. . .
Axc3. 16 ... 8 xc3.17 4 xb8

- A xb2 18 a7 { xal. And now

comes the mistake. Ljubojevi¢ has
lost his way. The correct move was

8 ... £ixa4 and the a7 is
trapped. 19 Ha2 is met by 19 . ..
Lf27 and White is lost. 19 § xb6
¥xb6 20 ¥xal I xe2. Black
grabs the pawn, but the initia-
tive passes to his opponent. 21 Ebl
We7 22 S\ed H xf2. One more
oversight and the game is lost.
Black considered 23 @ x{2 ¥xg3+
followed by . . . £f4. But White has
a stronger reply. 23 We3 Wxe5 24
Hxed Q1525 Hxf2 § xbl 26 d6
&8 27 H\d7+. Excellent. 27 ...
DeB 28 L xc5. Now 28 . . . b6 does

‘not work do to 29 fc6+. 28

20 s ET 29 5 xb7 £Yeb 30 {.c6+
Dd8 31 H)xeb+ fe 32 Pe3 e5.
Otherwise the white king marches
tog7. 33 a5. Fixing the weakness on
26.33... Q234 g4g535 Qb7
Pd7 36 {xab Hxd6 37 {d3
Ha4 38 a6 PHc7 39 Ped b6 40
Lxe5 Hcb 41 Q1. All hope is
gone. 41 ... Qe 42 Hf6 hé 43
g7 h5 44 Sf6 1-0.

Vaganian-Velimirovi¢
USSR-Yugoslavia 1969

1d4 £Y06 2 ¢4 ¢5 3 d5 g6 4 H\)c3
Dg75g30-06 Hg2d67 5368
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de., Here we have to mention
something important. If instead of
£)c3 White plays 0-0, . . . €6 is not
good any more. This is the reason: 8
de fi xe6 9 HHg5 f xcd 10 f xb7
Hbd7 11 £a3 Eb8 12 LHyxcd
B xb7 13 £yxd6 Eb4 14 #c?2 h6
15 &3 We7 16 a3 and Black has no
compensation for the pawn,
because he has lost his bishop pair.
{Our game shows the essential
difference.} That’s why Black
should not play ... d6 till White
plays £)c3. If White develops his
king’s wing without &\c3, Black
must play ... e6, ... ed and only
then ... d6, transposing into this
position. 8... & xe69 Hg5 § xcd
10 §xb7 Hbd7 11 #¥xd6. 11
B xa8 Wxa8120-0d5leadsintoa
sharp position in which Black’s
chances are not worse. Strong
bishops and central pawns make
good compensation for the
material. 11 ... h6é (50).

'This strong move forces White to
unpleasant solutions. 12 £ged
Hxet 13 3 xed HeB 14 0-0. 14
D xa8losesto 14 ... {xc3+. 14
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oo B xe315 O xa8 {e5 16 ¥dl
Wxa8 17 ¥xd7 §d4. The threat
is 18 ... Qe6 and 19 ... Qh3,
mating. 18 e3 J xfl 19 Hxfl
L£6. White is a pawn up, but
behind in development and with his
king in a dangerous situation. The

game has already been decided. 20
Wad Whl+ 21 He2 Heb 22 Wwdl
¥xh2 23 Qd2 K524 gl Wh3
25 Hcl e+ 26 Pel Wi3 27
Hct O xb2 28 g4 e5 29 Wh2
¥d5 30 Sc3 He8 31 Wxh6 Fd8
32 He2 He3 0-1.

5 Nimzowitsch /Larsen Attack

Once Nimzowitsch played 1 b3 and during the last decade Larsen,
Ljubojevi¢, Andersson and even Fischer have played it from time to time.

White fianchettoes his QB before he moves his central pawns. He allows
his opponent to create the central pawn formation of his choice and then
tries to undermine it. To understand how dangerous this seemingly
unpretentious method can be we shall have a look at an old game, played
in Baden-Baden 1925 between Nimzowitsch and Roselli del Turco: 1 b3
d52 53 c53e3 £)c64 Ab2 Hg45h3 Rxf36 ¥x{3e57 Ab5 Wd68ed
d49 £)a3 6 10 L\c4 Wd7 11 Wh5+ g6 12 W3 Wc7 13 Wgd Hf7 144 h5
15 ¥f3ef 16 @ xc6bc 170-0g5 183 Hd8 19 Hael 9De720e5 Y521 cd
Hxd4 22 Wed De7 23 hd Wd7 24 ef @ xf6 25 hg 1-0. After a couple of
weak moves the fianchettoed bishop becomes a devastating weapon.

The best reply to 1 b3 is 1 . . . €5, closing the diagonal at once. We
recommend it and we shall learn it on the basis of a number of good
games.

Larsen-Spassky tinued 9 a3 a5 10 £c3 h5 11 ¥c2

USSR-World 1970
1b3 52 Qb2 £)c6. This is a very

good method to tame White’s

dragon. 3 ¢4. We shall see 3 €3 in
another game. The text prevents
Black building up a full pawn
centre. 3 ... HH6 4 HOHf3. Not
accurate. 4 e3 is better. 4...e4 5
£Yd4 0 ¢5 6 £)xc6. Even now e3 is
better. 6 ... dc 7 3 A £5. White
has weakened d3 and already has
the worse of it. 8 ) €2 We7 9 We2.

Damjanovié~Marovié, 1974, con-

but after 11 ... Hh6 White was
strategically lost. 9. . . 0-0-0 10 f4,
10 h3 and £)c3 is preferable. The
text weakens the position. 10 ...
£g4 11 g3 h5 12 b3 (51). Giving
Spassky a chance to win brilliantly.
12 ... b4. Since White is playing
without his whole queen’s wing,
you can always decide upon such a
sacrifice confidently: it simply must
work. 13 hg hg 14 Hgl. And
another amusing variation: 14

Hxh8 B xh815 Q1 Wh4 16 { g2
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7R y/,;
2 ?/é
’ /

Whl+ 17 @ xhl Hxhl+ 18 &e2
8 xg4 mate. 14. .. Ehl. White is
helpless. In such positions every-
thing works. 15 & xhl g2 16 X f1.
Or 16 Hgl #hd+ followed by . . .
Wi2 etc. 16 ... Whi+ 17 dl
gf¥r+ 0-1.

Cvetkovic-Marovic

Yugoslav Championship 1972
1b3e52 b2 £)c63cad Hf64e3
d5. There are no good reasons for
passive play. 3 cd £1xd56a3.0On6
fb5 Black answers 6 ... £Ydbd
and 7 @ xe5 loses to 7 ... Wd5 8
£ xc6+ ¥Wxc6. This explains the
text. 6... 3d6 7 W2 0-08 N3
We7 9 d3 £5. Black has taken the
initiative at an early stage. His
pieces are actively posted and he is
more powerful in the centre. 10
LBe2 Hh8. This may be useful, as
we shall see later on. 11 5 \bd2 8d7
12 00 HaeB 13 We4. This is not
good, but White did not see the
quiet reply. 13 ... a6. A useful
move in itself and especially when it
maintains the black knight in the
centre. 14 Hfd1 (52). This leads to

a very difficult position. No wonder
that White commits an error in a
cramped position without plan.

14 ... et 15 de £Hyxe3. Without
this . . . e4 would not work. 15. ..
b6 is refuted by 16 ¥c3. 16 fe fe
17 &yxe4. Forced. If White
withdraws his knight, 17

B xh2+ wins quickly. 17 ...
Wxed 18 ¥xed Hxed 19 2,
After the game the players did not
find anything really better, but
perhaps 2 makes it a little easier
for Black. 19...1h6 20 8d3 He7
21 Hacl Hxh2 22 g3 (g4 23
Re2 Bxf3 24 Jxf3 Hef7 25
g2 Exf3 26 Hc2 Qxg3 27
Hd7 Je5 28 { xe5 LH)xed 29
Hdxc7 Hgt 0-1.

Ljubojevi¢-Portisch

Teesside 1972

1b3 e532 Qb2 5\cb 3 e3. Probably

the best here. It is true that White

allows ... d5, but he can exert

pressure on Black’s pawn centre. 3
.« d5. If Black wants to avoid the

pressure on his pawn centre, he will

choose 3 d6. Ljubojevit—-

Gheorghiu, Balkaniad 1973, went 4
O3 e4 5 HHd4 Hxd4 6 i xd4 &6
7c4 Be78 853009 W2 81510
Edl, and after thequiet 10. . . He8
White had no advantage: 11 13 is
metby 11... Qg612 3 xf6 3 xf6
13 &yxed fhd+ 14 g3 15, while 11
d3, as played in our game, led to
level play after further 11... 88
12 de &yxet 13 Jd3 Hxc3 14
Axc3 §xd3. 4 4b5 §d65f4.5
&f3 looks more natural. The idea is
to meet 5 ... ¥e7 by 6 c4
threatening ¢5 but Black can
choose 5. . . f6. On 5 c4 thesimple 5
... &6 isgood. 5. .. Whi+ 6g3
Ye7 7 23 Jg4. Naturally, 7

f6 is not on because of 8 fe fe 9
&Hixe5 followed by Whi+. 8 fe
Axed 9 Jxed {3 10 Wxf3
¥ xe5 11 £)c3 £Hf6 12 § xc6+ be
13. 0-0 0-0 14 W5 Wd6. This
would follow on 14 ¥4, t00. 15
L f4, White doubles rooks on the
open file, thinking at the same time
of the mobility of his 4 on the
fourth rank. The queens exchan-
ged, it would be a serious threat to
Black’s weakened queen’s wing. 15
... Hae8 16 Ha4. On 16 Hafl
Black thought of 16 . . . Hed or 16

.¢5. 16...¢5 (53).

Well done: Black leaves his pawn
en prise aiming at a break in the
centre and the initiative. 17 Zfl.
Some commentators proposed
¥d3 as better. 17. . . d4. A logical
reaction. Sacrificing a pawn, Black
penetrates to the 7th rank and takes
the initiative. 18 ed cd 19 H)b5
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\B‘bﬁ%@xdicSZI @ﬁc‘ﬁ- 22
Fh1 cb 23 ab. Portisch intended to
answer 23 cb by 23 . .. He7, since
. Be2is met by 24 ¥a5. With

the rooks doubled he would have
the initiative against the weakened
White king position. 23 ... He2.
This rook secures level play. On 24
#a5 Black would, naturally, avoid
the exchange of queens by 24 . ..
Web. 24 Wd3 FfeB 25 Fd4 h5 26
Sgl ad 27 H2 H2e7 28 H)g5.
White has got rid of the annoyance
on the second rank, but now he
overrates his position. 28 Efl was
better. 28. .. Hel+ 29 &g2. If29
Ef1, Black has a good reply in 29
. Ele5, but White should be
satisfied with the repetition of
moves. 29 ... Wcb+ 30 SHh3
Ele5 31 Hed ¥b732 Hhd WeT.
White’s king is courageous, but the
threats, like . . . F xg5, are serious.
33 55 He2 34 h3 g6 35 X xf%6,
Otherwise . .. £Hh7 with perilous
consequences. 35. . . ¥ x£6 36 Hf4
¥d8 37 ¥rxd8. If 37 ¥c4, 37 ...
Hce7 wins. 37. . . B xd8 38 Lyxf7
Hdxd2 39 Qg5 g7 40 Thd.
The ill considered king move costs



64  Nimzowitsch { Larsen Attack

a tempoin a critical position. 40. . .
Ed5 41 c4. 41 HHgbd fails o 41 . ..
Hxg5.41... HcH 42 BEf1. Or 42
Bf3 Bed+ 43 g4 hg44 hg B etc.
42...a443ba FHxcd+ M4 gihg
45 5)d6 Hd4 46 L)b5 b4 47 hg

Fg248 $h3 Hgxgt49a5 Bhi+
50 g3 Hbgt+ 51 Hf3 K4+ 52
Gg3 Exfl 53 Hxhd B4+ 54
Sg3 Hat 55 HHd6 K xa5 56 Hed
Ha3+ 57 Ggt Had 58 g5
Ha5+ 59 gt Hh6 0-1.

6 Bird’s Opening

This is named after the English master Henry Bird (1830-1908). It is a
rather rare guest in tournament practice and it is used mostly from
psychological reasons as a surprise. 1 4 is not a bad move and it may be
dangerous. Some recommend the gambitline 1. . . e5 as the best reply, but
we prefer thenaturalmove 1. . .d3, whichafter 2 )3 5¥f63e3e6 (or. . . g6
and. .. f g4) leads to the basic position. Weshall analyse it on the basis ofa

grandmaster game.

Larsen-Najdorf

Lugano Olympiad 1968

1£4d52 HH3 LH)F6 3 €3 6. Quitc a
good alternative is the fianchetto of
the king’s bishop, but we must try to
play chess as simply as possible and
there is nothing simpler than the
text. We can mention 3 . . . g6 4 b3
Rg75 8b20-00r3... Qet4h3
D xf3 5 ¥x{3 Hbd7 6 £)c3 cb. 4
b3 c5 5 Ab2 He7. As a matter of
fact this position was reached in a
different order of moves. We
changed it in order to be able to
insert the above alternative. 6
Ab5+ (3d77a40-080-05)c69
He2 a6 10 { xcb6 § xc6 11 Hed
He8. White has centralized his
knight and exerts pressure along the
long black diagonal, but Black can
exchange the knight and the play is
level. 12 a5 £Yd7 13 L) xcb H xcb

14 d3 c4 15 be de 16 d4 OHF6 (54)
Since his twelfth White has been
playing planlessly and now he is
facing the consequences. If he was
counting on 17 e4, he sees now that
17 ... ¢3 refutes it. Najdorf was
very satisfied with his position. He
was walking around asking
everybody what was his position
like. They said it was an excellent
position and he said: ‘I do not
know, I hear that 1 {4 always wins.’
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17 c3 b5 18 ab ¥ xb6 19 Ha3. As
a matter of fact this is weak. 19. ..
£.xa3 20 B xa3 Hd5. Again e is
inhibited by ... Hyx{4. 21 Hel
b7 22 Wc2 Hb6. The £)d5
dominates the position, forcing
White to lose tempi and helping to
take the open file in the meantime.
23 5H)d2 Eb224 Wl 2 b825 Ha5
£5. Black has definitely secured the
centralized position of his knight,
reckoning with the tactical
possibility—25 &Yyxc4 K xg2+. 26

h3h627 Hh1 5628 Fe5 Ha229
Hgl. 29 Hxe6 would only offer
Black the opportunity to double
rooks on the seventh rank by 29 . . .
¥i{7.29. .. %f730e4.Or30 H)xc4
He4.30... Bbb2 31 Hxct He2
32 ¥e3 Hxed 33 d5 ed 34 HNb6
Bxc3 35 Wd4. It’s time for the
settling of accounts. After the
following move White cannot parry
the threats. 35. . . %h5 36 i xd5+
Dh7 37 Wxa2 Hxh3+ 38 gh
¥ xh3+ 39 Wh2 £Hf2 mate.

7 Miscellaneous With 1 £)\f3

We cannot consider all the possible continuations, nor is it necessary. We

shall add here several remarks.

We have not spoken about 1 £)f3 and the reason is simple. If you reply 1

- ¢dor 1 ... 5¥6 White must transpose into one of the analysed
positions. We shall note here some which we have not covered.

In case of 1 I3 ¢5 2 b3 we recommend 2 ... £)c6 3 b2 d6
Keene-Timman, Reykjavik 1972, went 4 c4 €5 5 £)c3 g6 6 g3 8g774d3
£)ge7 8 Hg2 0-09 0-0 h6 . . . £5 will give Black good game.

After 1 &HM3 £HH6 White can choose a rather rare variation—b4. The
following game shows how to treat such a position.

Smyslov—Uhlmann

Moscow 1967

153 5f62b4g63 Ab2 g7 4
c4 0-0. The idea of b4 is quite
evident. White fianchettoes his QB
at the same time taking space and
depriving his opponent of some
natural continuations. But b4 also
represents a weakening. 5 e3.
Sometimes White combines b4
with a KB fianchetto, which
perhaps corresponds better to our
position. But the double fianchetto
requires a lot of time and that must
show. Black comes in time with
counterplay, e.g.: 5g3¢c6 6 §g2a5
7 ba ¥xa5 8 0-0 d6 9 d3 ¥h5 10
£bd2 Qh3 with level play. 5. ..
66 0 e2d570-0 Qg4 Black has

formed a pawn wedge on the white
squares in the centre and he isready
to give up his QB for the £)f3 if
forced by h3. In that case his pawn
formation will limit the activity of
the @f3. 8 &Ha3. This is too
unnatural to be good. 8. . . HYbd79
b5. The logical continuation of the
previous move, but Black refutes
the conception by simple logic. 9
«» . cb 10 Hxb5 de 11 § xc4 ab.
Chasing White’s pieces, Black takes
the initiative. 12 £Ybd4 e5 13 H\e2
ed 14 HHfd4 HeB 15 (b3 HH)e5 16
Ra3 HEd717 Hcl Wa5. Itis very
easy to play the position for Black.
The moves come very naturally. 18
Bxed Hxe5 19 h3 (xe2 20
&Yxe2 B ed8. Some pressure on the
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backward d-pawn can be of use. 21

£g3 Qeb5. (55)

No chance should be given. 21
- .. Bfe8 keptall the advantage. 22
Bxe5 Wxed 23 Hxet e 24
W13 BHh8 25 d4. The sacrifice has
obtained a free game as
compensation for the material. 25
<.« 2d6 26 HHf6 Hb8 27 g3 11d6
28 Hed4 Eb6 29 he 15 30 5HH)d2
Hd6 31 5 e Hdd8 32 a5 Hd7
33 Hdl ¥b4 34 LH\et {c7 35
b2 ¥e7 36 HHad b6 37 Hcl f4.
This is bad. 38 ef W6 39 2\c3.

Why not d5.? 39 ... ¥%xd4 40
&Hd5 2d841h5 gh 42 W xh5 Qe7
43 W13 O c544 Hdl Wb2. Black’s
king is apparently in danger, but
without White’s black-squared
bishop there is no attack. The real
threat is Black’s majority on the Q-
side. 45 Hel a546 He2 ¥Wd447 a4
Ed6. Transferring his rook to the
h-file, Black will create direct
threats. 48 g2 Hh6 49 ¥c3
Wxe3 50 Hxe3 1Ad6 51 Ded
Hd7. Incomprehensible. 51 ...
Ee8 is logical. 52 £Hg5 QA b4. Bad
again. The move has no sense
whatever. 53 He6 {e7 54 Led
2555 Hcb He756 { e6. Taking
advantage of Black’s mistakes, now
it is White who dominates the
struggle. The centralization of
pieces and the advance of the £
pawn will decide quickly. 56 ...
£2d4 57 15 $g7 58 g4 Hb7 59 £4
Hd8 60 g5 Qc5 61 Hf3 18 62
Q.8 Ha763 6+ Hh8 645 Ha8
65 Qe6 2Xd3+ 66 Hf4 1-0.

8 English Opening and King’s Indian

1 c4is a way to avoid many a standard structure of different closed games.
The best black reply is 1 ... c5, accepting the symmetrical pawn
formation, which simplifies the problems and makes it a difficult job te
gain any advantage for White. Namely, White does not achieve superiority
in the centre as after 1 d4 or 1 e4. White therefore usually resorts to the KB
fianchetto, but Black may choose the same weapon. The play is quiet,
characterized by positional manoeuvre.

The positions the Enghsh Opening consists of differ in their pawn
formations and methods of play. We have to pay attention to the order of
moves from the very beginning, because it is easy to lose one’s way and find

oneself in a totally different type of position.
We shall analyse a series of positions we recommend to the leader of the

black pieces. After 1 ¢4 c5:

A253c3g63¢g3 Qg7 4 Bg2 Hcb—p. 69

B 2 £)c3 g6 3 £)f3 Qg7 4 dd—p. 74

C 2 &3 435 3 g3 g6 4 Qg2 Hg7 50-0 0-0 6 £)c3 Hcb—p. 75
D 2 £)f3 £f6 3 H)c3 d5 4 od Hyxd5>—p. 78

A
lc4c522\c3g63g3 Hg74 Ng2
&)c6.

This standard position of the
English Opening is characterized
by the symmetry, division of power
in the centre and richness of
positional plans.

5 a3 is an introduction to the
advance of the Q-side pawns and
Will be analysed in Raitevie-
Tarjan.

5 4HHf3 can transpose after 5 . . .
&6 into a King’s Indian, but Black
should prefer the strong 5 . . . ¢6 as
played in Petrosian-Fischer.

5 b3 is analysed in Smyslov-
Fischer.

First w¢ shall take a glance at
some other possibilities.

5 d3 is a pretty flexible move
leaving doors to different con-
tinuations open, but at the same
time it is somewhat passive. After 5
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.Bb86 §d2a67 Hbl &Hi68a3
b59cbab10b4ch 11 ab0-0White
has no advantage.

5 e3 (56)

56 H/.&W

White prepares for d4 and builds
the pawn centre. At the same time
he allows &\ge2, maintaining open
the long White diagonal. But Black
can do exactly the same, continuing
the symmetry. Accordingly: 5 . ..
€6 6 &Hge2 HHge7 70-00-08d4 cd
9ed {After 9 £yxd4d5 10 cd Hxd5
the playis level. On 11 £yxd5 there
is1l. .. Zyxd4. 11 Belisstronger.
We get one of those positions in
which Black must be cautious and
renounce symmetry, for example;
11 ... Hxd4s 12 ed ¥h6.
Petrosian-Geller, Moscow 1966,
continued: 13 § xd5 ed 14 £Yxd5
Wxd4 15 Wxdd f§xd4 16 &7
Eb817 &H\b5 4b6 18 §h6 Hd819
D5 6 and now 20 Q4 Ha8 21
He7 fcd5 as well as 20 @ xf6
A x{2+ leads quickly to a draw.) 9

.d5 10 cd HHyxd5. On 11 ¥b3
Black will continue 11 ... £)a5 12
W2 8d7 with ... fc6 to follow.
13 Hyxd5 ed 14 ) xd5 is met by 14

fe4 with the initiative.
Nothing is gained by 11 &yxd5 ed
12 ¥b3 fdg4. As we can conclude,
itis important to be able to meet d4
by ... d5 and the symmetrical
position simplifies into a level game.

This creates a weakness on d4,
but we must notice its better side,
White maintains the possibility of
the advance on both wings, by way
of a3 and {4, while he controls the
weakened square d4 by pieces. A
knight on €2 is well posted for these
plans. Black has also a choice. One
is 5. .. &HI6 ~ after castling he will
have at his disposal the manoeuvre

f6-e8—c7, but the plan
starting with 5 ... e6 looks more
simple and logical. Black develops
his KN on e7, where it is well placed
against the advance of White’s f-
pawn. It can easily jump to cb to
support the other knight on d4.
After 6 &HHge2 &Hge7 70-00-08d3
d6 9 Qe3 indispensable is 9 ...
£yd4 (otherwise d4). The exchange
of the black-squared bishops is not
dangerous for Black as we see in the

following example: 10 ¥d2 §d711
B h6 Lec6 12 § xg7 Hxg7 13 f4
¥ab 14 Hael and now Black can
shutthe waystohiskingby 14. . .{5.
The advance on the other wing does
not yield any advantage: after 9 a3
b6 10 Ebl Ab7 11 b4 %d7 12 b5
&Hd4 13 Hyxd4 cd 14 He2 15 Black’s
pieces are posted actively.

Raitevié-Tarjan

Subotica 1975
1c4g624)c3c¢53g3 Ng74 Qg2
&6 5 a3 Hb8. Black can meet the
Q-side pawn advance by . . . a5 or

" maintaining symmetry, as the

American grandmaster does in this
game. 6 Zbl a6 7b4cb8abb59
cb ab 10 e4. On 10 e3 Black can
continue the symmetry: 10 ... e6
11 HHge2 Hge7 12 &H4 d5 13 d4
&5 with equal play. 10. .. e5 11
Hge2 Hge7 12 0-0 0-0 13 d3 d6
14 f4 ) €6. Tarjan was right to say
that this was the right moment to
interrupt  the symmetry. In
symmetrical positions it is an
extremely important thing, because
you cannot imitate your opponent
too long without consequences.
Black prepares for . . . ¥d7 which
may lead to the exchange of white-
squared bishops. Besides, . .. ¥a7
can be useful. 15 Hd5 wd7 16
&Yxe7+. 16 He3is better. On 16 fe
de 17 &6+ thereis 17 ... f xf6
18 Hxf6 Hid8. 16 ... H\yxe7 17
Ef2. This is undoubtedly bad.
White intended 17 d4, but at the
last moment he saw 17 ... ¥a7 18
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8b2 &Hc6 19 Hal b6 20 &hl
Hxd4 21 Hxd4 ed 2215 Hc4 and
23 16 loses to 23 ... QI xf1.17...
d5. The consequence of White’s
hesitating play. Black is first 10 start
an action in the centre. 18 {e3
E£d8 19 ¥f1. Not a happy place
for a queen. 19 ... de 20 de {ic4
21 Qc5 H)cb 22 Wel ¥d2. With
his better posted pieces Black enters
the endgame. Since White’s knight
is deprived of ¢3 it is not easy to
oppose the pressure. 23 £5 ¥ xel+
24 Hxel 918 25 O xf8. Other-
wise it is Black who takes and his b-
pawn becomes a nuisance 25 ...
&xf8 26 Hbl Hd3. It is
important to prevent §)c3. 27 Hb2
Ha8 28 Hfl He3 29 Hcl Haal
30 12 (58)

Allowing an clegant coup’ de
grace. White’s position could not
hold out anyway. 30... £)xb4 31
Hxecd Hd3+ 32 S xe3 Hxbh2+
33 Hc3 HNd1+ 34 Hd2 Hxce3 35
£Hxc3 b4 36 He2 Ha2+ 37 Hd3
b3. The clumsy pieces cannot hold
the pawn and the fight is practically
over. 38 13 b2 39 PHc2 Ha3 40
Hgl. Or 40 Qg4 h5, or 40 Jg2



72 English Opening and King’s Indian

He3 etc. 40 ... Hal 41 Hxb2
Hxgl 42 fg hg 0-1.

Petrosian-Fischer
USSR-World 1970
1cd4e62Hc3c533 Qg74 G2
Heb 5 OHF3 e6. In the order of
moves White has chosen, Black
avoids the standard lines with £3f6.
Keeping open  the long dark
diagonal, Black maintains more
pressure on the centre while
-achieving a flexible position for his
pieces. 6 0-0 5ge77d30-08 d2
d5 9 a3. White continues with the
usual plan. However, it is not
difficult to notice that Black’s
structure differs from the other
similar positions of the English
Opening where White carries out
the same plan. 9 ... b6 10 Hbl
Ab7. Liberating c8 for the rook. 11
b4. 11 cd is perhaps better, although
Biack’s position remains more
attractive. 11...cb12abdc13dc
Hce8. We begin to feel ¢4 as a
weakness. Petrosian was of the
opinion that he should have played
b5 followed by &a3, accepting
the passive position. The following
move will weaken his c-pawn
considerably. 14 ¢5. On 14 ¥b3
thereis 14 . . . £)d4, as well as after
Wa4. Fischer pointed out 14 Hed
&ed! 14. .. be 15 be Had (59)
An excellent move preparing for
the blockade of the pawn. 16 Hyad
Db 17 We2 Hb7 18 Hfcl Wd7
19 el Hd5 19 ... @ xat 20
H xb7 ends in a draw. 20 5b2

AL
@ Q%

£b521 Hed3. £HYbd3 is more tena-
cious. 21 ... f1d4. The end of the
siege started by the brilhant positional
manocuvre £ya5— 8 ¢6-Hb7. Thepawn
fails. 22 b3 Hxc3 23 Lyxch
Exe5 24 Hxcd Qxch 25 £Hd3.
On 25  xd5 thereis 25. . . ¥Wxd5.
25 ... Axd3 26 ¥xd3 £d8 27
D13 We728 Qg5 Ne729 Q xel.
This exchange makes Black’s task
easier, 29 ... ¥Wxe7 30 ¥d4. 30
Hal is better. On 30 & xd5 H xd5
the endgame is won for Black,
although it requires a real
grandmaster. Alekhine won . a
similar endgame against Capab-
lanca in one of the match games. 30
«+. €3 The win based on the a-
pawn is pot so simple and Black
tries to create chances on the other
side, too. 31 ¥et Hb6 32 W2
EcB 33 Wd3 Hcet 34 Qg2 Wl
34 ... ¥c5 was even more active,
according to Fischer. 35 ¥a3 Hc3
36 a5 He5 37 Wa3. Maybe 37
a6 was better, but it cannot block
the pawn forever. 37 ... a5 38 h4
Hed 39 Wd3 Hd6 40 Hh2,
Avoiding Hcl+. 40 ...

Qg7 41 Bdl. 41 h5 would at least
upset Black. 41 ... HeB 42 W d7.
Into the endgame, because after
. .&)f6 some direct threats appear.
oo Wxd7 43 H xd7 D). 43
... §c7 is evidently stronger. 44
Ha7 Heg4+ 45 dgl Hel+ 46
Q8f1 Hal 47 ed4. White is still
cherishing hopes. He is thinking of
fc4and theattackon{7.47. . .ad
48 Fg2 Ha2 49 Hxf7+.
Petrosian misses an opportunity
which would give him more
chances.
After 49 Pgl thereisno 49 . . .
B xf2 because of §h3 and Black
has the only chance to win in a
difficult variation: 49 . . . £Yxf2 50
Dt Hh3+ 51 Hhl B2 52 Qeb
a3 53 Q@ xh3 a2 54 &gl Hb2 55
D11 g5. 49 ... Ox7 50 Jecd+
Se7 51 ) xa2 a3. All is over. 52
DI 0HF6 53 Be3 Hd6 54 £4 H)d7
55 @bl £)c5 56 5 HHab 57 gt
£ b4 58 fg hg 59 h5 gh 60 gh Le6
61 $d2 6 62 Hc3 a2 63 { xa2
Hxa2+ 64 Hb2 Hb4 65 B3
&£)c6 66 Pt Hd4 0-1.

Smyslov-Fischer

Interzonal 1970

led4g625\e3 Ng73g3c54 Ng2
&6 5 b3, White’s intention is to
oppose Qg7 at once. 5 ... e6 6
Qb2 Hge7 7 Had. White’s idea is
dubious. You do not lose so many
tempi to bring your knight to b2. In
an earlier game £Hf3 and 0-0 were
played and 8 £)a4 was met by 8.

€5, a reply made possible by
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Nxcd et 7T... Axb2 8 H)xb2
0-0 9 e3. {Xf3 was better, trying to
castle as soon as possible. But White
is still seeking for advantage. 9 ...
d5 10 cd. After this exchange we
start to feel d3 as a weakness. 10. . .
£xd5 11 He2 b6 12 d4 (60)

12 0-0 is indispensable. Not
having finished his development
White starts an action which, aftera
series of passive moves, must hit him
as a boomerang. Black’s initiative
grows by eachmove. 12... §a613
dc ¥f6. This pawn sacrifice
emphasizes the fact that White is
behind in development and now
Blackseizestheinitiative. 14 £e4. If
14 §Yd4Black wouldreply 14. . . bc.
14... 5Hc3 15 Hixe3 ¥xe3+ 16
&f1. Whitehaslost hisright tocastle
and amiserable pawnupisnot much
of a solace. 16 ... Efd8 17 ¥cl
fAxcd+ 18 be Wd3+ 19 Hgl
HacB 20 cb ab. The lead in
development represents superior
compensation for the pawn. 21 ¥b2
a5 22 h4. Some commentators
were of the opinion that 22 ¥ xb6
&yxc4 23 ¥h3 held out, but Black
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- has the stronger 22 ... ¥c3 23
Ebl &yxc4 24 ¥b3 ¥{6, gaining a
tempo by the threat of . . . £)d2. 22

. Qxcd 23 Wh6 Wf5. Simple
and strong. The exchange of queens
leads into a won endgame. 24
¥ x£5 gf 25 h5. It brings the rook
into play, but too late. Black’s rook
penetrates White’s second rank. 25

. BHd2 26 Hcl Hc5 27 Hh4
&£)e5. The a-pawn is lost. 28 H x5
bc29 Hadc430h6 2f831 Ha8+
&e7 32 HcB Hxa233 Hf1 He2
34 Qg2 SHg4 35 Bgl Hxf2 36
S.xc4 5337 $g2 B xe338 Hh8
Hxh6 39 Hxh7 Hgd 40 (b5
Eb3 41 Qc6 Eb2+ 42 gl £)e5
43 (§a8 Hb8 44 {hl 0-1.

B
1c4c525)c3g63 O3 fg74d4

This is not a happy moment to
advance the d-pawn. White intends
to play e4 and transpose into a
Maroczy Sicilian where he really
has the better of it. Black must react
immediately and thwart the plan. 4

.. cd 5 Hixd4 £)c6. Another

occasion to convince us how
important the order of moves in the
English Opening is. White cannot
maintain his knight in the centre as
he can when e4 has been played
and he has at his disposal fe3,
while £Yxc6 means that he loses

.two tempi to exchange the knight.

On 6 €3 theory proposes 6 . . . £Xh6
with the idea ..."£&yxd4 and ...
5. 6 &He2 A xe3+. Taking the
opportunity to shatter White’s
pawn formation. Black gives up his
pair of bishops, but his opponent’s
weakened pawn structure allows
him good play. 7 be £H)f6 8 £3.
Depriving Black’s knight of e4 and
preparing for e4 himself. Other
moves are not so good. 8 ... Wa59
Hd2. On 9 ¥d?2 follows 9 ... d6
with strong counterplay against the
c4 square. Playing ... Qe6, ...
&e5 and ... Hc8 Black has an
excellent game in all continuations.
After 9 {d2 Black can exert
pressure on c4 again by 9. . . ¥a4,
but White has more play than in the
previous example. So, for example,
on 10 e4 b6 White has 11 ¥bl § a6
12 b4, The Soviet master
Shatskes proposed 11 ... @b7 and
only in case of 12 ¢5 @ a6, while 12
&He3 a6 followed by ... Hc8
strengthens the grip.

Apart from that line Black can
answer 9 Qd2 with 9. .. d5. The
move looks absurd, because it
allows White to get rid of his
doubled pawn, but after 10 cd
Wxd5 11 e4 ¥c5 it becomes

evident that Black’s pieces are
excellently posted and that White’s
pair of bishops has not much scope
in this position; all the more so
because White will have to care
about his weak c-pawn. Our
appreciation is: the play is level.

C

1c4¢52 53 6\f63g3g64 (g2
Dg750-00-0 6 H\c3 £)ch (62)

/
] / )

e

We wish to point out two things.
First, when White plays 2 £)f3 the
best reply is 2 ... &6, because
afterlet’ssay2...g63d4 Qg74e4
cd 5 Hyxd4 Hcb 6 He3 White is
better: he is stronger in the centre
and controls more space. Seeond,
after2. .. £)c63 Hc3again3. . .gb
is not good. White builds up the
centre with 4 3 and 5 d4 when the
&)c6 supplies the opportunity to
continue d5 gaining a tempo.

The symmetrical position we
have is not so rich in plans. White
can avoid further symmetry with 7
d4 which we analyse in Pachman-
Gligori¢. The alternatives are the
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quiet continuations 7 a3 and 7 d3.

After 7 a3 Black can maintain
symmetry with 7 ... a6 8 Rbl
Eb89b4cb10abb5 11 cbab 12
d4 d5 but then 13 Q{4 proves
White has the better of it. Once
again we can see that symmetry
must be abandoned at the proper
moment. In our opinion another
plan should be chosen: 7 .., d6 8
Hbl £)e8 (stopping b4 by the
threat . . . 85) 9d3 &)c7 10 §d?2
ad. The knight manoceuvre
prevented b4 and now ... a5
deprives White of it altogether.
Note the excellently posted knight
on c7. A subsequent ... #d7
and ... Bb8 can prepare for

. b5.

In case of 7 d3 Black can
continue the symmetry: 7. ..d6 8
Ebl Eb89a3a610b4cb 11abb5
12 cb ab, because he can meet 13 d4
by 13 ... Qf5 Stein-Filip,
Moscow 1967, continued: 14 Eb3
Hed 15 Hxed Q xed 16 d5 f xf3
with ... &ed to follow and a
pleasant game.

Pachman-Gligori¢

Bled 1961
1c4c5263563g3g64 Hg2
£g750-0 0-0 6 5\c3 £\c6 7 d4
deé.

The present game had another
order of moves, but the same
position was reached. The last
move transposes into the King’s
Indian and we believe it is Black’s
best choice. 7. . . ed is also possible,
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but causes more troubles to Black. 7

. d6 forces White to take a
decision. He has no useful moves to
maintain the tension in the centre.

8 h3, for instance, finds Black
ready for a simplifying
manoeuvre—8 ... cd 9 Hxd4
&Hyxd4 10 W xd4 fe6. The threat
is1l...&)d5and 11 %d3is met by
Il ... Bc8 12 b3 d5. Donner-
Bertok, Bled 1961, went 11 § xb7
£Hd> 12 Wh4 &yxc3 13 be Bb8
and Black had the better of it.
White therefore must choose
between the blockade with d5 and
the level, symmetrical position after
dc. But although simple, it may
prove adangerous line and we have
to know it.

8 dc dc leads to a position in
which Black cannot and should not
maintain the symmetry. On 9 { 4,
9. .. febisnot good hecause of 10
£e5 and White’s pair of bishops
becomes too active. When we
analyse the position thoroughly, we
come to the conclusion that White’s
bishop is well posted on f4 and that
the most logical reply is 9. . . £)h5.
Portisch-Tal, Bled 1961, went: 10
Qe3 ¥a5 (10 . .. b6 is quite good
here; White cannot make use of the
possible pin on the diagonal.) 11
2d2 b4 12 %b3 Qe6 13 £)d5
Wxb3 14 ab Had8 15 f§e3 and a
draw was agreed.

We warn the reader that after 9
Be3 Qe6 10 f xc5 Black must
leave the symmetry. 10 ... § xc4
11 &)d4 leads him into a lost

position. Indispensable is 10 . ..
a5 11 Be3(or 11 Ha3 f xcs 12
&Hd4 Hyxd4 13 Wxd4 Hac8) 11
.. Bxcd 12 &Hd4d Wh5 with
very active play and tactical
threats.

8 d5 £Ha5. The knight is usually
badly posted at the edge of the
board, but not here. And we shall
see why. 9 £Nd2. White must charge
his KN with the defence of the c4
pawn, since 9 ¥d3 meets a good

reply in 9 ... a6 10 h3 Hb8
carrying out . . . b5. In case of 10
£d2 follows ... Hgd—e5 and . . .

b5 with the initiative. 9 ... e5.
There are many moves here, but
this is the only good one. Black
players usually tried to take an
action on the Q-side. In the King’s
Indian it is wrong in principle.
Such a strategy sooner or later
proves that the £a5 is a piece gone
astray, while the opening of the b-
line helps White, never Black. To
play on the K-side is imperative for
Black and we must not forget it.
Black will therefore prepare for . . .
£5. 10 e4 £Ye8 11 Hel £5 12 a3 b6
(63)
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It was a new idea in those days.
Black will retreat his knight to b7
and White’s advance is checked. 11
Hel can’t be a good move. 13 b4
Hb7 14 of gf 15 bl {d7 16
QF1. Since his eleventh White has
been playing without a plan, but
that is a problem of White’s position
which is not easily solved. Black, on
the contrary, has a clear road. He is
on the defensive on the Q-side and
he seeks for action on the king’s
wing. 16 ... &0Yf6 17 ¥c2 Hg4.
This provokes a weakening. 18 h3
&Hh6 19 N3 INf7. The knight on
f7 has found its proper place. It
controls g5, it can reach g6 via h8
and it can occupy €5 at a propitious
moment. 20 £Yh4 W6 21 (g2
B fc8. In those days the variation
was not explored and both players
wandered. 21 Hac8 was
logical. 22 b5 ££8 23 (d2 5H\bd8
24 Hb3 Hh8 25 Hdl H)g6 26
&)xg6 hg 27 £4 HFT. In spite of
inaccurate play Black has realized
some strategical aims: he has
blocked the queen’s wing and he
has improved things on the other
wing by the knight manoeuvres. 28
¥cl Hae8. Black is looking for a
chance to open the position and he
plays a preparatory move. 29 £)f2
ef30 1 xe8 1 xe8 31 gf. Otherwise
€5 becomes Black’s strong point.
31... %h4 32 He3 118 33 Hf3
£d4 34 0c3 W6 35 wd2 § xc3
36 Wxc3 g7 37 a4 a6. Black
opens another line at a moment
when ba, after the exchange of

queens and ... Ha8, leads into a
lost endgame. 38 @h2. Gligori¢
proposed 38 h4 as better. 38. .. ah
39 ab Fa8 40 Qf1 Hal 41 Qg2
Wxc342 X xc3 g5. A passed pawn
appears on the f-file. White could
have avoided it. 43 {ye2 gf. The
threat was @ h5, so Black opens the
road to his king. 44 £5\d3 f6 45
h4. Taking on f4 would be bad
because of 45 . . . He5.45... 3+
46 <3 He5+ 47 Yg3 L \xd3 48
Hxd3 Hgl+ 49 Hf4 Hhl 50
&g3 f4+. Black would have his
share of troubles after 49 . . . Be5
50 He3+ followed by He?. 51
&xf4 Hxhd+ 52 g3 Hed 53
B2 Fe5 54 Heg3 A5 55 (d3
Oft+ 56 PHe3 Hd4 57 Je2
He4+ 58 Hf2 Hd4 59 Ha3. 59
Hd34+ loses to 59 ... &xcd 60
B3+ BExc2+ ctc.59... Hh4.On
59 ... Hxe2+ there is 60 Hxe2
Sxc4 61 Ha8. 60 Jfl. 60 Fab
Eh2+ 61 el fed and Hxb6
does not work. 60 ... Hh6 61
@g3. 61 Hab loses to 61 ... §d3.
61... 3e462f2 H5+ 63 gl
Hf864 Hh3 K565 Ha3 Fh6 66
&2 Bh2+ 67 &g3 Hhl. Both
players commit serious errors in
time-trouble. Black could punish
the wrong move of the white king
and win after 67 . .. 2§d2 and . . .
£d3. 68 Sf2 h6 69 Hgl Hc2
70 3f2 2 h8 71 Hgl Hd8 72 Y2
B8+ 73 gl Hf7 74 Hh3 Hed
75 Ha3 Hf876 2 h3 5377 Sh6
£d3 78 O xd3 Exd3 79 Hxd6
D xc480 1 xbb6 £ xd5 81 Hf2.81
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E b8 loses quickly: 81 ... &d3 82
b6 ¢4 83 b7 Hd7.81...%d3 82
Hcb. An crror. Correct was 82
Del c4 83 Hdl Hc3+ 84 el
EHh5 85 Hd6 and Hh6 or 84 . ..
FHb385 Hcbc386b6 Eh587 Fdl
etc.82...c483b6 c3. Now theking
is slow—84 el Hb5. 84 b7 Hbb
0-1.

D
1c4e320f3 563 He3d54cd
Hyxd5.

Having decided upon ... d5
Black has chosen an active line of
play. His knight on d5 is well
placed, while White’s taking on d5
does not do any harm. So White
must find other means to chase the
knight from the centre. He can
choose the old sharp line 5 e4 or the
KB-fianchetto. To an inexperi-
enced player the quiet 5 €3 can also
be dangerous. Accurate play,
however, gives Black a good game.

; % %
1Y

- 0
o, %ﬁ//%

5e4 (649)
Nimzowitsch  explored  this

continuation. At first glance it is a

bad move, creating weaknesses in
White’s camp, but if you invest
some work in it you will notice its
good sides. 5. . . £)b4 6 Qc4. Now
the idea is evident. 6 . .. )d3+ 7
@e2 Hxcl+ 8 Hxcl gives White
a significant lead in development.
After 7 ... DHd+ 8 Hfl Heb6 9
el Black is faced with unpleasant
problems due to his being behind
in development. The proper solution
must be to think of development
and, following the logic of the
situation, Black started to play6. . .
Lfeb6 of his own free will. Black
allows the shattering of his pawn
formation, but he gets rid of the
strong white bishop, which weakens
White along the d-file. After 7
fH xe6 Black has the chance to
hinder White castling with 7 ...
&\d3+. After the further 8 &fl fe,
we become aware how much Black
gets for his doubled pawns. The
position has changed completely
and it is White who has to think of
finishing his development. White
cannot take action with his queen
and knight because he will fall
under attack, e.g. 9 £Hgd ¥d7 10
Wed e5 11 Deb H4 12 Hyxgi+
B xg7 13 Wxg7 Hf8 and the open
f-file 1s the road of Black’s initiative.
Naturally, after 11 ¥xd7+ &xd7
the doubled pawns are not weak.
Black will cover d5 by ... e6 and
finish his development harmoniously.

5e3 (65

In comparison with the previous
variation the difference is evident.
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White does not weaken himself on
the d-file. He opens the way for his
KB to finish his development. 5. . .
&yxc3. Many blamed this move,
because it strengthens White’s mass
of pawns in the centre, but in our
opinion it is a good move. It is true,
White does not achieve much after
. £)cb 6 Qb5 eb either, but if
Black wants to fianchetto his KB,
this is necessary. Namely, 5. . . gbis
not good because of 6 ¥ad+ Qd77
et Hbe 8 Hyed. After 6 be gb
there is no way to advantage.
Neither 7 ¥a4+ &)bd7 8 Qa3
¥c7 nor 8 h4 h6 9 h5 g5 vyields
advantage. After 7 d4 Qg7 8
Ab5+ Hd79 §xd7+ ¥xd7 10
0-0 00 11 fa3 cd 12 cd &6
Black threatens . . . H{d8 followed
by ... €5 and better play. So 5 €3
turns out too tame for an advantage.
5 g3. The exchange on db
opened the long white diagonal and
White’s KB-fianchetto is un-
doubtedly the most logical choice. 5
eee 56 6 g2 £HcT (66)
This is the basic position of the
variation. Black is weak along the

{ /m o
785 / /

/am/ % 9
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white diagonal, but he intends to
compensate for it by carrying out

. . €3, which was forbidden for the
moment due to Hxed etc. White
usually continues with 0-0, allows

. €5 and then tries to undermine
it by the flanking blow f4. White
also has at his disposal some other
lines not less dangerous.

First, he can prevent ¢5 by 7
Wa4. The bestreplyis 7. .. 8d78
We4 g6. Namely, after 8 ... e6 9
0-0 fe7 10 d4 White takes the
initiative. Left without ... ¢d the
fianchetto seems to be Black’s best
choice. 9 Hed Qg7 10 Hxd7
¥xd7 gives White the advantage
of the pair of bishops, but Black is
well developed, his pieces are
actively posted and he has no great
problems.

The moves a3 and b3 are also
energetic continuations which we
shall analyse on the example of a
good game.

Langeweg-Korchnoi
Amsterdam 1972
1c4c52 3 0Hf63 HHe3dd4ced
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Hxd55g3 Hc66 Hg2 £HHeT 7 a3,
An alternative is 7 b3. The idea is to
create pressure on Black’s central
pawns by Hcl and £)a4 and start
an action before Black manages to
castle. Black’s best choiceis 7. . . €5
8 Ab2169 Hcl Qg4 10 Had £HHeb.

. . g6. Black is again deprived of

. €5 and this is the reason: 7 . ..
e58b4cb9ab f xb4 10 Hxedor8

.16 9 be fxc3 10 0-0 0-0 11
b2 £e6 12 €3 and the threat of
d4 is more dangerous than it looks.
Apart from the text 7 ... ¢6 is also
good. 8 d3. Black would meet 8 b4
by8...chb9ab g710 Hbl 4f5.
8...3g790-00-010 ¥a4. Since
he played a3 it seems logical White
should continue §d2 and Hbl
with the intention to carry out b4.
10... HHd4 11-5\xd4 cd 12 Hed
£d713 ¥b3 b6 14 H)Hg5. White’s
knight feels imperilled and loses
tempi. §d2is better 14... Hc815
Hd2 h6 16 HHf3 £He6 (67)
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Black is playing for the weakened
white squares on the Q-wing. 17 a4

£Heh 18 ¥dl wWe8 19 b3 White
probably did not like 19 a5 Qa4,
but this weakens his position too
much. 19... €6 20 Ha3 LHHab.
With 3 weakened, the knight
manoeuvre is simple logic. 21 b4
Wd722 Hel H)c723 Wal 5H)Hd524
LHyxd4 HHxba 25 § xbd O xd4 26
He3.1£26 ¥b] then 26 . . .adand

. %d6. 26 ... Q) xc3 27 Hxc3
Hxe3 28 ¥xc3 Wxad 29 Hal
#d7 30 Ha6 Hc8 31 Wa3 Hc2
0-1. If 32 Hxa7 then 32 ...
Wxa’.

7 0-0 and 7 d3 usually transpose
one into the other. A couple of
games will help us to understand
them.

Olafsson -Bronstein

1974
1c4c52 013 063 HH)e3d54cd
Hyxd5 5 g3 £1c66 Qg2 HHc77d3

e5> 8 5)d2 (d7. This is indis-,

pensable, because after the careless
... fe7 White shatters Black’s
Q-side pawn formation and
subjects it to strong pressure with 9
fH xc6+ bc 10 &4 followed by
a4, 9 &4, This should be
prepared. 9 0-0 is certainly better,
or perhaps the preparatory 9 a4.
Now Blacl can reply ... b5,
because after the exchange on c6,
the Ehl is hanging. The early
knight manoeuvre ruined the idea.
9...b510 HHe3 HcB 11 0-0 Hd4
12 §d2 {e6 13 a4. White has

nothing to hope for on the open a-
file and this weakening has no
justification. 13...a6 14ab ab 15
Ba7 Qe7 16 Hc2 0-0. White
would meet 16 ... @b3 by 17
&xd4 and the queen sacrifice, so
Black decided to be content with
the positional advantage. 17 £ xd4
ed 18 HHbl £Yd5 19 Qa5 We8 20
a3 Ha8 21 Hxa8 ¥rxa8 22
[d2 ¥a6 23 ¥c2 HcB 24 Hel
c4. His superiority in the centre and
White’s pieces strewn about
without coordination allow Black
to increase the pressure by simple
means. 25 dc be 26 H)bl a2, 26
... &Yb4 is strong here. 27 { e4 g6
28 Qh6 &OHYf6. 28 ... Qf6 is
stronger. 29 Hd2 ¥a5 30 Qb7
Eb8 31 B3 Hb4 32 Hed HNA7.
Black complicates instead of simply
taking on e4 with ... @f6 and a
won endgame to follow. He is
lucky, however: White does not
play §d2. 33 ¥d2 d3. Black
continues to complicate. 33 ...
¥b6 should be played. 34 ed £)e5
35 Qg2 5Hyxd3 36 W3 vre5 37
Hal Eb8 38 Wxe5 &H)xe5 39
Ba7. Too much hesitation and
now the game is equal. 39.. . £c6
40 Hc7 He841 Hxc8+ Q) xc842
D£4 0a643 3£l H\d444 HHd2 3
45 be HYe2+ 46 [ xe2 () xe2 47
Qe3 16 48 £3 Hf7 49 Hf2 Ja6 50
Dd4 Pe651 O)f1 1552 £Ye3h5 53
f4h4 54 H\g2 hg+ 55 Hxg3 Ad6
56 Qe3 Qe757 Hel Hd5 58 H3
Det59 Hd4 O e260 He5 Qh561
A7 &d5 62 H)b6+ Ped 63 H)cB
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Hd8 64 2d6+ Hd565 Qe5 fe7
66 He8 g5 67 H\c7+ Pet 68 £H\eb
D769 Hddgf+ 70 ) xf4 {31671
2yb5 d3 3-}.

Ree-Polugaevsky
Amsterdam 1972
1c4c532503 063 HNc3d54cd
Hxd55g3 £Yc66 Qg2 £H\c77d3.
After 7 0-0 the play usually
transposes into our game but it may
have independent significance, e.g.
7 0-0 €5 8 a3 with the intention to
punish 8 ... Qe7 by 9 b4. But
Black can play stronger-8.. . . §d7
9 Hbl a5. 9 ... a5 creates some
weaknesses which White cannot
exploit. On 8 b3 the best reply is
169 b2 f1g4 10 Hcl Heb
11 &ya4 Hc8 and Black’s defence is
holding. 7. ..e58 £)d2. On 8 0-0
Black can transpose into the main
line, but can also choose 8 . . . £)e6
9 &)d2 2d7 10 &4 16 with a solid
position. 8... 3d790-0 Je710
&\c4 16 11 £4 b5 (68)

12 Q xc6. Black has engaged in
sharp play and White is not up to
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the situation. The white-squared
bishop is a powerful piece, more
valuable than the pawn that White
wins. It is useful to compare our
position with those in the previous
variations in which White took on
¢6. There White damaged Black’s
pawn structure, here he does not
achieve it. At the same time he
weakens his king’s position. Correct
was 12 He3 ef 13 gf with some
advantage. 12... 1 xc6 13 £ia5
A d714fe 2\eb. Black is disdaining
the pawn with good reason and
plays for the initiative. 13 £Yb7. Or
15 ef @6 16 Hb7 Wh6 17 Hed
fe7 and the knight is lost. 15....
Wh616 £\d6+ & xd617ed ¥ xd6
18 £\e4 ¥e7 19 a4. No doubt this
is a mistake. White should have
continued 19 §e3.19...ba20b3
0-021 ba 5. Black was quicker with
his action and he has the better of it.
He must chase White’s knight and
occupy the long white diagonal with
hisbishop.22 £\e3 § c623e3 FHad8
24 ¥e2 ¥d7. One more weakness
after €3 and the game is lost soon.
White cannot defend the pawn. 25
Ab2 ¥xd3 26 Fifdl ¥xe2 27
HyxeZ2 HHigh 28 Hf4 HfeB 29 h3
Df7 30 Hd3 Ed5 31 hd HHI3+ 32
D12 Hed8 0-1.

And now one more alternative
for White.

Uhlmann-Korchnoi
Skopje Olympiad 1972
1cdcH520f3 063 S e3d54cd

Hyxd5 5 ¥ad+. This does not
leave a good impression, as is
usually the case with early queen
sallies. 5... 5ch 6 £Hed ¥c7. On
7 &yxc6 Black would play 7 ...
Bd7 with equal play. 7 &Hxdd
¥ xed 8 £yb6 Hb89 £5)xcB I xcB
10 3 ¥d5. Attacking the g-pawn,
Black thwarts the development of
White’s king’s wing, but the move
perhaps is not the best one. 10 . ..
g6 seems to us the most logical. 11
¥g4 €6 12b3 h5 13 ¥h3. 13 ¥cd
was indispensable. On h3 the queen
is out of play. 13... Hd8 14 §c4
¥e5 15 Hbl et (69)

H 10
18

Eami

With the intention to take on d3
with his rook. 16 £ b2. Hal ismore
logical, although it is evidént that
Black stands better. 16 ... fe7 17
d3. On 17 ¥f3, Black would avoid
the exchange playing 17 . . . ¥g6.
17...%y618 3b5.0n 180-0 18
... ab would not be pleasant. 18
.o . 0-019 & xcb ¥rxd3 20 Hd2.
If 20 O3 then 20 ... ¢4 21 be
Hbd+ wins. 20. .. $rc3 21 Pe.
21 0-0 is more tenacious. 21 .. .bc
22 Hhdl 5 xd2+ 23 § xd2 Wc2
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24 ¥xh5 Hd8. The pawns must aroused some hopes White ruins it
be taken. Therefore: 24 . . . ¥xa2. all. Correct was f3. 27 ... 216 28
25 gt Wxa2 26 Wad Wc2 27 Wa5 Hd529 Hcl Wd3+ 30 Qel
¥xa7. Just at the moment he ¢4 31 b4 c5 0-1.
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One of the two defences we propose against the king’s pawn is the French.
Choosing it we have followed the same principles as in the case of the other
variations in our repertoire.

The French is an excellent black weapon. It is firm and sound and at the
same time it offers very active play in quite a number of clear plans.
Besides, to study the positions of the French means more than a choice of a
repertoire. Some of these positions, such as the standard position of the
Tarrasch variation with its isolated pawn in the centre or the blockade
variation with its chain of pawns in the centre, contain the basic problems
of pawn structures in the centre and are extremely useful for the
understanding of the whole of opening theory.

We shall analyse this defence on the basis of a series of games. ‘Some of
them are model games for Black, some others, played badly and lost, point
out the problems Black must resolve. In the latter case the comments give
the right ways to follow.

After 1 e4 ¢6 we examine:

A 2 d3—p. 84

B 2 d4 d5 3 e5—p. 86

C2d4d53 5Hd2—p. 88

D 2 d4 d5 3 )3 b4 with 4 ed; 4 £)e2; 8d2; 4 a3—p. 102
E 2d4d53 &3 8b4 4ed5c55 a3 fxc3+ 6 be HeT—p. 106

A
1 e4 e6 2d3. This move leadsintoa
sort of King’s Indian with colours
reversed after 2 . .. d5 3 £)d2 and
the further g3, Qg2, 0-0, 3 etc.
On rare occastons White chooses:
2b3.d53 QAb2c5! (incaseof 3. ..
de White carries out his idea;: 4 £)c3

&6 5 We2 Qe7 6 0-0-0 Hbd7 7
g4! with better play, while 4. . .f5is
met by the strong 5 f3—a pawn
sacrifice for the initiative) 4 ed ed 5
d4 &6 6 &3 £c6 7 Qe2 cd 8
£Hyxd4 @b4+! 9 c3 Qc5 with an
equal position. 2 ¥re2 is Chigorin’s
move, directed against ... d5.

However, Black can transpose into
a.sort of closed Sicilian where the
queen on e2 is badly posted: 2 . . .
¢53g3 H)c64 Qg2 HHge? 5 £Hc3gb
6d3 Qg7 714 (f7 Qe3then7. ..
d5) 7 ... 0-0 8 &3 &d4 with
equal play. 2 ... ¢5. The most
solid. 3 £Yd2. 3 £)c3 transposes into
the Closed Sicilian which is not
dangerousforBlack: 3. .. §)c64g3
g6 5 Bg2 fg7 and now:

a) 6 e3 d6 7 Hge2 Hd4 8 Wd2
&e7 90-00-010 45 11 Hael
Bb8 12 £)dl b5 13 ¢3 Hyxe2 14
¥xe2 b4 and the play is level.

b) 6 4 d6 7 £Hf3 &Hge780-00-09
£d2 Hb8 10 Fbl b5 11 a3 5! 12
De3 W7 13 Af2 Hh8 and the

game is approximately level.

Smyslov-Botvinnik
Moscow 1954
led4e62d3c53 H)d2 HHcb4g3gb

5 Ng2 Ng7 6 Hgf3 HHgeT 70-0
0-0 8 c3 d6 (70).

Black has butlt a flexible and firm
position which leaves him with a
choice of plans. His usual plan is Q-
side action, but he can wage war in
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the centre with. . . d5and ... 5.8
... d5 would make possible Hel
followed by e5 and the pawn wedge
cramps Black conspicuously. 9 a4,
If Black played . . . d5, this would
have been more appropriate. An
alternative was £)b3 with the idea
d4. 9 ... £5. Black weakens the
diagonal a2-g8. White will take
advantage of it and force the
opponent to play ... db. Correct
was...b6and ... §a6. 10 ¥b3!
d5 11 ed ed. In case of 11 ...
¥xd5 12 Hcd Black cannot take
the pawn: 12 ... ¥xd3 13 Hdli
#e2 14 Qg5 and the queen is
trapped. If 11 ... £yxd5, again 12
&4, 12 Hel £4. Secking for his
chances on the king’s wing. 12 ...
&h8 would be more cautious in
order to get rid of the pressure on
the diagonal. 13 £Yf1 Qg4. 13 ...
fg 14 hg offers White more space
and a richer choice, so Black seeks
for complications. 14 gf. 14 § xf4
loses to 14 ... QA xf3 15 Q xf3 g5,
while 14 £ gbismetby 14. . . h6 15
Heb § xeb 16 I xeb ¥Wd7. White
has nothing better than 17 §h3
which is not satisfactory: 17 .. . f3
18 ¥dl £Hd8 19 Wel &Hh8 20
Hxe?7 ¥xh3 21 He3 Heo! 22
E xb7d423 cd cd 24 ¥f1 ¥c8and
Black is winning. 14... § xf3 15
Axf3 Hh8 16 {d2 4Qh6.
Considering the threat ... g5,
White shouid have played 16 §g2
or 16 £g3, but Black does not take
the opportunity of 16 ... g5 17
He3 gf 18 Hxd5 Hed 19 Qed
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Hxd5 20 A xd5 Hyxd3. 17 Heb
A xf418 FHael. White’s £ 3 is not
defended but he does not pay
attention to it and Black finally
makes use of it. 18 ... § xd2 19
Hxd2  H5. Wedh+ s
threatened and in case of 20 &)l
there is 20 . . . £)fd4 and White has
nothing better than the move he
chooses. 20 Qg2 Hh4 21 ¥xd5
Hxg2 22 ¥xg2 ¥xd3 23 Hed
E£52. A mistake which costs the
game. Correct was 23 ... ¥d5
with level play, e.g: 24 £&d6
Wxg2+ 25 xg2 b6 or 24 Hd6
We5 25 Hd7 ¥f5! 26 H xb7 &eb.
24 5)d6. Now the pawns are lost. 24
... Bf325 Hyxb7 Haf8 26 £ xc5
W5 27 He8 1-0.

B
1 e4 €6 2 d4 d5 3 e5. The blockade
variation prevents Black’s normal
K-side development. It was the
favourite choice of Nimzowitsch at
the beginning of the century. Later
on it lost its popularity when
Botvinnik and others showed the
ways Black must follow. 3 ed leads
into the exchange variation. It
simplifies the problems and gives an
easy game to Black: 3. . .ed 4 Qd3
&b 5c3 HeT followed by . . . A5,
. ¥d7 and the choice of which
side to castle.

Stean-Forintos
Moscow 1975
1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 e5 c5. The
counterblow typical of the French.

Black strikes at the centre and
develops the Q-side. 4 ¢3 ¥b6.
Consistent pressure on White’s
centre. 5 &OYf3 O d7. The idea is to
continue with Ab5 and
exchange the bishops. Itis a natural
reaction since the pawn formation
in the centre blocks the normal
development of the queen’s bishop.
6 e2. An alternative is 6 {3d3
with a pawn sacrifice after 6 . . . cd
7 cd £\c6 8 0-0 &Hxd4 9 &Hyxd4
¥ xd4. The positions are not clear
but White’s initiative is strong and
dangerous. Black can avoid it
playing again ... @b5, all the
more so because White no longer
has c4 at his disposal. 6 ... Ab5 7
c4 (71).
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After 70-0 8 xe2 8 ¥xe2 ¥ab
Black has exchanged his weak
bishop and stands well. 7. . . § xc4
8 8 xcd ¥Wb4+.Incaseof 8. . .dc
9 d5 is strong. 9 £)bd2 dc 10 a3
%b5110-0.If11 We2thenll ...
cd 12 Hxcd Wd5, while if he
decides upon 11 dc White must
consider 11 . .. c3. MI... 5612
dc. This is forced and Black can

finish his development. 12 ...
D xe5 13 We2 Hige7 14 b2, 14
£Hyxc4 does not yield more than an
equal game, while the text move
favours Black. 14. . . £Yd4!. But not
4. .. fAb6becauseof 15 a4 ¥xb4
16 Qa3 Wc3 17 Hixct ete. 15
Hyxd4. After 15 Wxcd H)xi3+ 16
gf Wxcd 17 Hxc4 Jd4 the pawns
are weak and 18 £)d6+ is answered
by the simple 18 ... 8. 15...
B xd416 Hxc40-017 Hal2 H5.
The threat £Yd6+ saved the pawn,
but the €5 pawn remains weak. 18
ad?l. After 18 £)d6 Wxe2 19
B xe2 £1xd6 20 ed Had8 21 Q4
Bfe822 Hdle523 fe3 A xe3 24
E xe3 15, the pawn on db is lost.
Correct was 18 §f4. 18 ... ¥d5.
The threat is 19 . .. £Yh4 20 viegs
¥xc4. 19 Hd2. This prepares for
&£e3 hoping for a draw in a
simplified position. 19 Ec2 is met
by 19 ... HacB 20 Bdl &Hh4 21
W4 hd! 22 ¥xh4 Qx4+ 23
DOxf2 Wxdl 24 Wed f6!. 19 ...
Efc8. The most precise. 20 £e3
Hrxed 21 Hxf5 Wxe2 22 Hxe2
ef 23 He7b6 24 Qe3 fc3 25b5.
The rook ending would be drawn,
while in case of 25 Hbl, 25 ...
Ec4forcesb5.25... 31626 Hd7
Ec4 27 a5. A pawn down, White
has one chance—to liquidate the
Q-side pawns, but Black’s pieces
are active and he cannot succeed.
27 ... 1428 5d2 ba 29 4 xa5
He530 Eb1g531 Hce7.0r 31 h3
a6; or 31 Qd2 Hd8! 32 Hxd8+
A xd8followedby... §b6.31...
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Hxe7 32 {xc7 Hc8 33 bb.
Otherwise ... @d4 threatening

. Hc2. After the text move White
loses material. 33...ab 34 3 xb6
Hb8 35 b4 Bc3 36 S1b5 Jd4
37 BExg5+ I8 38 &Hfl Hxhé
0-1.

Bondarevsky-Botvinnik
Leningrad 1941
led4e62d4d53e5c54 3. 1t
was Nimzowitsch’s idea not to lose
time on c3, hurrying up with
development instead. The
sacrificed pawn he can take later,
centralizing a piece on d4. But
there is a drawback to this
reasoning: the pawn on €5 becomes
shaky without its natural support
from the d4 pawn. 4 ... £Yc6 5
8d3. 5 dc would be more
consequent but it helps Black’s
development. 5...cd 6 0-0 fc5.
Botvinnik’s move, logical and
strong. Black develops a piece and
defends the pawn. 7 a3. Preparing
for b2-b4-b3. The plan would
make it difficult to keep the d4
pawn, but it would give Black good
counterplay on the c-file. Since
White gives up the idea, £)bd2 was
better. 7 ... £ige7 8 Hbd2. An
error. 8 Qf4 was indispensable,
trying to strengthen the pawn on
e5. The consequences of this
mistake will be felt soon. 8. . . £ g6
9 Hb3 Jb6 10 Hel 5d7 11 g3.
11 8 xgb6 hg 12 £yxd4 is not good
because of 12. .. &yxd4 13 Hxd4
#h4. Now another unfavourable
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detail appears—White’s £3f3 is not
defended and Black reacts
immediately. 11 ... f6l. White
faces an unpleasant choice: to allow
pressure along the f-file after 12 f
Wxf6 or to enter the line in the
game. 12 § xg6+ hg 13 ¥d3. On
13 &Hbxd4 Botvinnik gives two
good answers: 13 ... fxd4 14
Eyxd4 £yxed 15 {4 £)cb 16 £xeb
QA xe6 17 Hxeb+ Hi7;0r 13 ...
Dyxd4 14 Hyxd4 fe 15 B xed ¥i6
16 4 g5 17 ¢3 0-0-0 18 HExgd
Hh3. 13 ... Of7 14 hd e8!
(72).
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A very subtle move directed
against White’s centre, although we
do not see it immediately. 15 §d2.
The prepared 15 Q4 would be met
by 15 ... ¥Wh7 16 HHbxd4 Hyxd4
17 £xd4 g5 and White’s position
breaks down. 15... Wh7 16 b4
g5. After the exchanges White will
have to give up the centre and
Black’s strategy triumphs. 17
Wxh7 Hxh7 18 ef. 18 hg fe 19
Hyxed+ Hxed 20 Hxed fQe7
followed by . . . €5 is not better for

White. 18 ... gf 19 hg eb.
His strong pawn centre and the pair
of bishops now decide. 20 gf & x£6
21 Qd6 He8 22 LHhd Hg8 23
Dh2 Jf524 He2d3 25 Hd2. 25
cd @ xd3 26 Hd2 Qcd 27 &l
£Yd4 is no better. 25 ... dc 26 4
fe3 27 H xe5+ LHyxed 28 fet+
&e729 Bf1. Thethreat was29. . .
Hxh4+ and 30... 4f4+.29...
cl¥ 0-1. This is an instructive
example of how to fight a pawn
chain in the centre.

C
1 et e6 2 d4 d5 3 5)d2. White’s
third move leads into the Tarrasch
Variation of the French. Itis a quiet
move, but it hides dangers. The
knight on ¢3 is more active in the
centre, but on d2 it is less exposed.
In reply to 3 ... 5% White will
play 4 ed &7 5 f4, creating a
powerful pawn centre which limits
Black’s manoeuvering space. White
will meet . . . ¢5 by ¢3 which is not
possible when the knight is
developed on ¢3 and Black can
more easily fight the blockade. On
the other hand, with his knight on
d2, White’s influence in the centre
is not so effective and Black has at
his disposal the freeing 3 ...
c5.

Now White can choose between
4 ed ed 5 b5+, the variation we
analyse in the games Larsen~
Uhlmann and Bronstein—Petros-
ian, and the main line—4 ed ed 5
Sef3 Heb 6 Jb5 Hd6 7 de

Hxc380-00e795)b3 §d6(73).

This is the key position to the
whole variation. White has isolated
Black’s d-pawn and his further
plans are directed against it. Trying
to weaken it, he will aim at the
exchange of pieces to reach the
ending, when an isolated pawn is at
its weakest. Black, on the contrary,
seeks for active piece-play, avoiding
unnecessary exchanges. White will
try to block the pawn by controlling
his strong square in front of it,
Black, again, to exert pressure on it.
That basic strategy is analysed in a
series of good examples.

Larsen—-Uhlmann

match 1971
le4e62d4d535\d2c54eded 5
[b5+. This line aims at
simplification and exchange of
pieces in order to weaken the
isolated pawn. 5 ... d7. 5 ...
£)ch is also possible. After 6 We2+
De77dc HBEB8HD30-09 [e3ab
10 §d3d4 11 Qg52a5 12 a4 Qeb
Black had a very good game in
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Hitbner-Uhlmann, Palma de
Mallorca 1970. 6 QY xd7+. 6
We2+ isanalysed in the next game.
6... xd77 HHe2. On 7 Hgf3, 7
... We7+ forces the exchange of
queens and the ending is equal,
while 7 ¥f3 is not dangerous either:
7...8gf6 8 £He2 §d69dc Hxcs
10 £Yb3 &He6 11 He3 Heb 12 ¢3
We7 and the full control of the
black squares in the centre offers
Black a level game. The text move
will make possible §4.7... 3d6
80-0 &)e7. The alternative is 8 . . .
£gf6 9 &3 0-0 10 dc &yxc5 11
fRe3 He8. The active pieces
compensate for the weakened d-
pawn. 9 533 c4. Uhlmann avoids
an isolated pawn on d5. 10 §f4
We7 11 ¥d2 0-0 12 Hfel 5fe8.
This forces the exchange on d6. 12
. .. £gb would be weaker because
of 13 Q. xd6 ¥xd6 14 g3 Hfe8
15 h4! followed by h5 driving back
the knight. 13 } xd6 ¥xd6 14
g3 £)cb. A loss of time. Better
was 14 ... h6 (15 EHe2 &)c6)
keeping the balance. 15 ¥g5! The
threat is ¥ xg7+ and the answer is
practically forced. 15 ... &)e7 16
Ee2 b6 17 #e3 £\gb (74).

White’s pressure along the e-file
was threatening. On 17. . . £)f6, 18
£\e5 is very strong and Black’s best

-chance is the following exchange.

18 Wxe8+ EHxe8 19 Fxe8+
&Th7 20 a3 56 21 FHe3?L 21
Heel was better immediately with
a minimal advantage after 21 ...
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&4 22 HHe2 @e‘} 23 @xffl x4
24 He2.21...Hg4 22 Hc3 W4
23 h3. Chasing the knight to a
better position. 23 Hdl gave equal
play and now the initiative passes to
Black. 23 ... 5)6 24 He3 Ded!.
Forcing the exchange on e4,
because 25 &£f1 Hh4 or 25 He2
%16 favours Black. 25 £yxe4 de.
Black has got rid of the weakness
and vacated d5 for his knight. 26
£Hd2 £5 27 Hael. Bad is 27 Hxcd
We7 28 Hc3 4H4, threatening
both ... &e2+ and ... £)d5. 27
veo Wg5. White must play
precisely to solve the problems on
the K-wing. 28 g3. 28 £)Yxc4 is bad
again due to 28 ... f4! 29 Hxe4
&h4 and the attack cannot be
parried. 28 ... b5 29 Ph2 HeT.
Transferring the knight tod5. 30 ¢3
£d5 31 H3e2 a6 32 OH)f1 £)f6 33
£e3! ¥h5.O0n 33 . . . f4 thereis 34
Het! Hxgd+ 35 hg  with
advantage to White. 34 d5. The
advance of the d-pawn is vital for
counterplay. 34 ... Wf3 35 Hd2
£4 36 gf W xf4+ 37 Qg2l. Precise
again. 37 &gl presents Black with
an important tempo after 37 ...

&d7 38 d6 £e5. 37 ... Hd7 38
Hhl. 38 d6 is met by 38 . . . £)ed!
39 d7 Wg5+ followed by . .. £)d3
with a decisive advantage. 38 ..
He539h4 W3+ 40 gl Hgt. 40
. &5d3 41 Hh2 Hyxf2 42 Ehxf2
\}%XeB 43 Qg2 Wel 44 Hfe2
¥ xh4 45 d6 is dangerous for Black.
The passed pawn becomes a
nuisance. 41 Hxgd Wxgi+ 42
Sfl e3 43 He2 ef 44 <2 1-1.

Larsen—-Uhlimann
match 1971, 9th game
le4e62d4d535d2c54ededS
Ab5+ 3d7 6 We2+. Simplifying
the position even more than after 6
B xd7+ Hxd7 7 &He2. White
creates an isolated pawn and his
further play is based on the
blockade of the d4 square and
pressure against the pawn on d5. 6
. B e7. The exchange of queens
favours White after 6 ... ¥e7 7
B xd7+ HHyxd7 8 de £yxc5 9 Hb3
Wxe2+ 10 Hyxe2 Hat 11 Hibd4
and the ending is better for White. 7
dc D)6 8 H)gf3. White cannot
defend the pawn by 8 £)b3 because
after 8 ... 0-0 9 fle3 Hed 10
0-0-0ab 11 Qd3ab5 12 53a413
Hbd4 B xcd 14 ¢3 &b Black
takes the initiative on the Q-wing.
11 8 xd7 £Hbxd7 12 Hh3 &yxcd
13 fixcd fAxch 14 W3 Qa7 15
&4 He5 gives level play as in
Kuzmin-Korchnoi, Moscow 1973.
8...0-09 Hb3 HeB 10 Qe3
A xc5. After 10 ... a6 11 @xd7
Hbxd7 12 0-0 Hxcd 13 &Hfd4

White would keep a minimal
advantage. 11 Qxd7. On 11
&yxch, naturally 11. . . %ab+ and

. Qx5 11 ... Hbxd7 12
Eyxed £Yxeh5. White has realized
his plan: he exchanged two pieces

" and isolated the d-pawn. However,

it does not mean much because
Black’s pieces are active. 13 b5
EcB 14 0-0 a6. After 14 ... ¥d7
15 ¥Wxd7 &cxd7 16 ¢3 White
would exert powerful pressure on
d5 in the ending. 15 ¥b4 He4 16
#d2 h6 17 Hadl 5eb. Black’s
rook is well posted, the knight from
€6 controls d4 and the position is
balanced. 18 Sfel ¥c719¢3 [e8
20 h3. The immediate £d4 does
not work because of 20 . . . £ig4. 20
««. b5. This weakens the Q-side.
Correct was 20 ... ¥c6, keeping
the balance. 21 §\d4 Hxd4 22
[ xd4 &Hh5, With 22 ... We7
Biack could still hope for an
approximately equal game. 23
B xe4! de. Black got rid of the
isolated pawn but the open file
favours White’s penetration. 23 . . .
Hxed 24 Qe3 gives lasting
pressure on d5. 24 fie3 Heb 25
WdB+. 25 ¥Wd5 £HI6 26 Wa8+
&h727 Bd8 §d6! 28 Eh8+ Pgb
29 ) d4 was not promising because
of 29 ... Hxd4t with perpetual
check. 25 ... ¥xd8 26 X xd8+
@h7 27 g4. The ending offers
White several advantages. His rook
and king are more active, the
bishop is stronger than the knight
and Black’s pawns on the ¥-side
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are weakened. 27 . . . )6 28 Qg2
25 29 Pg3 £e8 30 h4 gh+ 31
& xh4 Hgb 32b3 15 33 g+ P x5
34 Hd5+ &gb 35 BEh5 Hh7 36
g3 Hg7 37 Hc5 Hgb 38 cd be
39 H xc4 H3h5+ ., The reduction of
the material hides chances for
Black. White must create a passed
pawn on the Q-wing and exchange
the rocks. 40 Ghd 06 41 Hc5
Hd642 Ha5 [)\d543 §d2$f744
fecl He6 45 9d2 Hd6 46 Hh3
g7 47 Dl HF6 48 J 4 Fc649
@h4. The rook ending after 49
Le5Fe650 Q x6 B xfBisdrawn:
51 g3 h5 52 He5 h4+!. 49 ...
&g6 50 b4 £Hg8l. In order to
thwart the appearance of a passed
pawn, Black transfers the knight to
the Q-side. 51 a3 £ 652 %g3 He?
53 Qe5 £)cb! 54 § <6 £yxa5 55
Qd4. Or 55 ba @ xf6 56 B4 h5 57
D xe4 g5 58 Pf3h4.55. .. Hcd
56 a4 Hf5 57 a5. The best chance.
If 57 b5 then 57 ... ab 58 ab h5.
Now b3 is threatened. 57 ... £\d6

58 {c5 De5? (75).

A losing error. Correct was 58
. &b5 59 Hhd Fed 60 Hho
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&d5 61 Pxh6 £)c3! 62 Pgb Hd1
63 Hf7 HHb2 64 Fe7 £d3 65 L.d6
6! or 64 6 £)d3 65 5 HHb2
66 Qe3 £d3 67 b5 ab 68 a6 Hcb
69 Fxecs Hx2+ 70 Fx2 b4 71
&d3Pc7 72 Na7Pcb 73cd b3,
drawn in both cases. The pawn
ending is lost for Black. 59 Q xd6+
D xd6 60 Ff4 Bd5 61 b5! ab 62
a6 LHc663 Hxedb4.Or:63. . . h5
64 4 h4 65 5 h3 66 $f3 h2 67 g2
b4 68 a7 b7 69 6 b3 70 {7 b2 71
aB¥+. 64 4 1-0.

Bronstein-Petrosian
USSR Championship, 1975
1ete62d4d53 HNd2c54 Hgf3
E6 5 ed ed 6 Gb5+ Qd7 7
S xd7+ HHbxd780-0 Je79dc.
After 9 Hel 0-0 10 dc £yxcb 11
£Hb3 Heed 12 He3 Qd6 Black
would post his pieces actively and
keep the balance. 9 ... £)xc5 10
£yd4. 10 £HHb3 Hced 11 &)fd4 ¥d7
12 %3 0-0 13 &5 EHfe8 14
Hyxe7+ Hxe7 15 fQe3 gives
White a minimal advantage, as in
Keres—Ivkov, Bamberg 1968. 10
. » 0-0. Black cannot well prevent
O5 by 10 ... ¥d7 because of 11
0263 0-0 12 Hed> ¥cB 13 figh
with pressure. 11 &5 He8 12
&b3. The exchange allows Black
an easy game: 12 &yxe7+ ¥Wxe7 13
O3 HacB 14 §e3a615 Hel Wd7
etc. 12 ... Qf8, The most
consequent although 12, .. Heb is
also possible: 13 &yxe7+ Wxe7 14
fe3ab 15 8Hd4 HacB 16¢3 Hed8
17 Hel &e4 18 {3 £Yd6 with level

play or 13 Qe3 ¥c7 14 c3 Had8
with an approximately equal game.

13 Qe3 Hed?! (76).

%, a

The knight is seemingly
withdrawn to a passive position,
but from d7 it controls the
important central squares c5and €3
and strengthens the &6, Black
must avoid exchanges. 13 .
fc8?! 14 Qd4! £)e6 15 c3 Hxd4
16 ¥xd4 followed by Hadl or 13

. &)e6 14 Q. d4 is not so pleasant.
14 {Qd4 Wc7 15 3 Wi
Preventing ¥f{3 and driving back
the knight. 16 He3. If 16 ¥d3 or
16 ¥c2? then 16 ... We4. 16 ...
Had8. Black’s pieces are ideally
posted and the d5 pawn is not felt as
a weakness. 17 g3 ¥e4 18 £ g2 b6
19 Hel W15 20 K xe8 X xe8 21
£ e3. 21 a4 can be met tranquilly
by 21 ... a3, stopping its further
march. 21 ... Wed!. Black must
play actively. 21 ... ¥e6 would
not be precise because of 22 ¥d3.
22 5Hd2 Wd3! 23 HHf3 Wed. It is
clear that the ending would favour
White. 24 £Yd2 %d3 25 £Yb3 et
26 L x#5. The last attempt to

exchange the queens. 26 . . . £Yxf6
27 ¥d4 W13! 28 wWdl. If 28 Hdl
then 28 . . . §e4and 29 HHxd5 does
not work due to 29 ... HHxf2. 28
eoo Wet 29 Wdd W3 30 Wdl
Wet 1.

Karpov-Uhlmann

Madrid 1973

lete62d4d53 HHd2cS4eded 5
Hgf3 £Heb 6 Jb5 Hd6 7 dc
B xc5 80-0 He79 Hb3 5d6 10
Qg5. The idea of this move is to
transfer the bishop to g3 and
exchange the black-squared bish-
ops, strengthening the pressure on
the black squares. On 10 {e3
Black has an easy game—10 ...
0-0 11 ¥d2 Qg4 12 Qe2 G xf3
13 A xf3 £e5.10...0-011 H hd.
White is following his idea. Less
consequentis 11 ¥d2 ¥c7 12h3 h6
13 A e3 Q15 and Black has avoided
the exchange of bishops and stands
well. 11 ... 3 g4. Fighting for the
central squares is the best way. Less
promising is 11 ... ¥c7 12 §¢3
A xg313hg Ng4 14 Hel Hads 15
c3¥b616 d3Hg6 17 Wc2 § xf3
18 gf Bd6 19 f4 Kfd8 20 a3! and
White has limited the activity of
Black’sknightsand prevented 20. . .
d4 (21 c4). Instead of 18 . . . Fd6,
Black could have got rid of the
isolated pawn by playing 18 . . . d4

but 194 dc 20 beis advantageous to
White because Black’s knights have
no good squares for action. 12 § e2.

Theimmediate 12 § g3 § xg313hg

would give Black an important
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tempo—13 ... ¥b6! 14 3d3 H)5
and 15 § xf5 Q@xf516c3 f e4isjust
a balanced position. 12 ... @h5.
Weaker is 12 ... %b6, see
Kuzmin-Uhlmann. The best line,
12 ... He8. we see in Schmidt-
Portisch. These games teach us the
dangers the position hides. 13 Hel
Wbt 14 Hfd4, After 14 Q xe7
&yxe7 15 ¥d4 Black could play 15

. ¥c7. The bishop is not on g4
any more and now we see the reason
why he moved it back to h5. 14...
A gb6. The exchange on €2 would
only emphasize the weakness of the
pawn on d5. 15 ¢3 Hfe8 16 Qf1
Het117 Qg3 O xg3 18 hg. White
has realized his intention. The
exchange of the black-squared
bishopshasweakened the opponent.
18 ... a5? (77). This seriously
weakens the square b5, the pressure
onb2isanillusion. 18. .. ad8was
natural.
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19 a4 Hyxd4! 20 Hxd4! £)cb.
Now Black finds out that 20 ...
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¥xb2 is ruled out by 21 @ b5 and
the threat f3 gains material. 21
A b5 Fled8. Surrendering the e-file
to White. 21 ... fg6 with the
idea of exchanging rooks was better.
22 g4!. After the exchange
on d4 Black will not have . .. 5
in order to shut the e-file. 22 ...
£yxd4. The ending is lost and 22
... Wc7 was better. 23 Wxd4
¥xdd 24 cd HacB. 24 ... &f8
would not help because of 25 He3
with the doubling of rooks. 25 £3
Hg6 26 He7 b6 27 Hael h6 28
Hb7 Hd6. 28 ... Hc2 29 Hee?
threatening Q€8 does not save
Black. 29 Hee7h530gh { xh5 31
g4 (26 32 4. Now {7 falls and the
fight is decided. 32 ... Hel+ 33
D12 He2+ 34 Pe3 Jed. Or 34
... Heb+ 35 Hxeb fe 36 Hxbb
etc. 35 B xf7 Hgb6 36 g5 Hh7 37
Efe7 Hxb2 38 Qe8 Hb3+ 39
De2 EHb2+ 40 Sel EHd6 41
E xg7+ Hh8 42 Hge7 1-0.

Kuzmin-Uhlmann
Leningrad 1973
lete62d4d53 5Hd2 c5 4 Hgf3
£c65eded6 Qb5 R d67dc § xc5
8 0-0 Hige7 9 HHb3 Hd6 10 Hgd
0-011 0 hd D gd12 D 2 ¥b6(75).
This seems a natural move. After 13
H23 4 xg3 14 hg H5! Black would
have a good game, but there is
something else in the position.

13 § xe7l Giving up the plan to
exchange the bishops after fg3.
Taking advantage of the unde-

fended bishop on g4 White enters a
better endgame. 13 ... &yxe7.
There is no choice. 13. .. & xe7 14
Wxd5 Had8 15 Wc4 or 14 ...
£b4 15 ¥e4 does not compensate
for the lost pawn. 14 ¥d4 ¥ xd4.
The ending after 14 ... @ xf3 15
Wxb6 ab 16 § xf3 offers White a

lasting advantage. It came into
consideration  nevertheless. 15
OHfxdd Qd7. Trying to keep his
pair of bishops since 15 ... @ xe2
16 &Hyxe2 FlacB 17 ¢3 leads into a
passive position with the d5 pawn
evidently weak. 16 Hadl Hfd8 17
fifel Hf8 18 c3 a5?. Black
overestimates his chances. 18 ...
Hac8 offered better chances of
resistance. 19 a3 a4. Another
mistake. The pawn will be exposed
later on and 19 . . . b6 was a lesser
evil. 20 Hall. The knight is being
transferred to €3 whence it attacks
d5. 20 ... & eB. Although Black
has weakened his position con-
siderably he could still put up
resistance by 20 . .. 8¢5 21 Hac2
He8 and ... Hd6 defending the

isolated pawn. Instead of that Black
hopes for counterplay and transfers
the knight to c4. 21 HHac2 Hb6 22
£He3d Q423 Hde2 He624 Fd4l.
The blockade square is often used
to infiltrate pieces into enemy
positions. 24 ... ) xe3. After this
Black will not be able to control the
black squares in the centre, but the
position is difficult after 24 . . . §e5
25 Hb4 Hd6 26 £&)d4 etc. 25
Hxe3 £)c4 26 Hedll. The pawn is
finally lost. 26 . . . §Yxb2 27 H1d2
loses a piece, while 26 . . . £)xe3 27
fe followed by Qf3 loses the d5
pawn. 26 . . . H)b6 is met by 27 c4.
26... HdcB 27 Hyxd5 4 xd5 28
BExd5 £ixb2 29 Hbl &t 30
E xb7. 5 dd7is threatened and the
reply is forced. 30 ... §)a5 31
Ebb5 {\c4 32 Hd7 g6 33 f4. 33
Bbb7 &ed5 34 He? He8 35
B xe8+ K xe8 364 £\c6 37 b5
Hc8 38 { xa4 is simpler. 33 ...
Ha634 Eb4 Hac635 §d3?. This
lets the win slip. 35 & xa4 was bad
because of 35 ... §)b6, but the
simple 35 @ xc4 Hxc4 36 Hd8+!
leads into an easily won rook
ending. 35 ... &g7?. A ‘revenge’
mistake. Correct was 35 . . . §ixa3
36 Hxa4 &c4 37 Haa7 BI6 or 36
Ebb7 Hf6 with a probable draw in
both cases. 36 Hd4! H\xa3 37 c4.
The &Ya3 is made prisoner. 37 ...
Ha6 38 Hf2 FHa539 He3 Hc740
$d2 h5 41 Hed. If 41 el or 41
@c3then4l...5Hb5. 41 ... Bd7
42 Hel Hc5 43 Hcl! 1-0. Hc3

cannot be parried. .

French Defence 95

Schmid-Portisch
Nice Olympiad 1974
1 et e62d4d53 £\d2 c5 4 H)ef3
565 ed ed 6 b5 3d6 7 dc
Qxc5 80-0 He79 H)b3 1d6 10
£g5 0-0 11 Qh4. On 11 FHel
Black has enough counterplay after
. ¥c712¢3 Qg4 13h3 Qh5
14 Qe2 h6 15 QB xe7 Hyxe7 16
Hifd4 @ xe2 17 ¥Wxe2 a6 18 Wf3
Had8 19 Hadl Hd7 20 &5 H)xf5
21 ¥xf5 Hfd8 and in spite of
numerous exchanges Black can
defend d5. The text is the 18th
game of the 1974 match
Karpov-Korchnoi. It went 22 He3
g6 23 Wf3 Q18 24 Hed3 Wc6 25
&H\d4 a4 26 a3 h5 27 B 1d2 §h6
28 ¥dl Wc4 and Black had no
problems. 11 ... Bg4 12 fe2
He8! The best reply, securing an
equal game. We have seen the
difficulties Black had to overcome
after ... §h5 and ... ¥b6. This
move prepares for ... b6
avoiding the troubles of Kuz-
min-Uhlmann. 13 Hel. 13 {¢g3
A xg3 14 hg ¥b6 offers Black
excellent play after the further . . .
Had8or... &H5. 13... ¥h6 14
&Hfd4. Now in case of 14 § xe7
there is 14 ... Hxe7! 15 ¥xd5
&b4 and if 14 ¢3 then 14 . . . 2.
14... @ xe215 H xe2 Je5! (79).
Showing one more advantage of
his 12th move (the &7 is de-
fended) Black gets rid of the block-
ading Hd4. 16 £H)yxc6. White
could try 16 &H)3 A xb2 17 Hbl
318 He3 with an attack on the
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opponent’s king. It was a better
chance than the one White chooses
in the game. 16. . . £xc6 17 c3 a5!
This move is very strong here since
18 a4 does not work: 18 ...
B xh2+! 19 $xh2 H xe2 etc. 18
Ebl. If 18 g3 then 18 ...a4 19
&\l a3! with a superior game. 18
... ad 19 Hd2 ¥b5 20 {g3. 20
... f xh24 was threatened. 20. ..
Af6. Black needs his bishop
exerting pressure on the central
squares. White’s f3g3 is not so
active. 21 Hxe8+ Hxe8 22 Wfl
#c5 23 Hel Hd8L. Black’s pieces
are more active and his decision to
avoid exchanges is natural. Now 24
... a3 is threatened. 24 a3 h6 25
¥d3 ¥b6. The pressure on b2 is
the main motive for this. 26 ¥¢2
b5 27 3 c7. Black threatened . . .
d4 and in case of c4 he would play
...d3! cbdc, be be!, 24 Q xb2.
White wants to drive Black’s rook
off the d-file but he loses an
important tempo. 93 was better.
27 ... Hc8 28 Q f4?. Correct was
Qg3. The text loses a pawn. 28. ..
&yd4! 29 ¥dl. Forced. 29. . . £Yeb

30 gt h5 31 W5 HeS8.
Naturally, not 31 ... ¥xh2 32
Hxeb etc. 32 &HHf3. Or 32 Hbl
Hyxf4 33 Wxf4 Qxc3. 32 ...
¥xb2. The rest is a matter of
simple technique. 33 Qe5 Qxe5
34 Hxe5 £H)d8 35 h3. 35 ¥d7 is
metby 35. .. Hxce5!.35...g636
d7 B xed! 37 Wxd8+ Pg7 38
B xe5 tel+ 39 Hh2 ¥4+ 40.
g3 ¥xe5 41 ¥a5 h4 42 ¥c5 hg+
0-1.

Karpov-Korchnoi

match 1974, 4th game
lede62d4d53)d2cS4eded
D3 Heb 6 4b5 Hd6 7 dc
D xc5 8 0-0 He7 9 Hb3 Hd6 10
3. White’s intention is to control
d4 as much as he can. At the same
time he will be able to avoid the pin
after. .. Qg4by Wat. 10... R g4.
The best chance in the fight for the
control of the central squares. Black
must enter this line in almost all the
continuations of this variation. 11
Hbd4 0-0 12 { e2. White has to
get rid of the pin since . . . £xd4
threatens. The other example—
Wa4, we shall find in the following
games. 12 ... He8 13 Hel a6.
Controlling b5 and making possible

... ¥cT7 il nccessary. 14 Qg5 h6. 1

14 . .. ¥c7, White could reply 15
h3 Qh5 16 Q xe7 Hyxe? 17 Hh4
with some advantage. 15 Qh4
Wb6!. Black’s plan is simple-—to
put all possible pressure on the
blocking £Yd4. 16 ¥b3 Q.c5 (80).

17 ¥ xb6 Q xb6 18 § d3. White
cannot keep his stronghold on d4.
18 £)c2 would be met by 18 . . .
Had8 with very active piece play.
18...3f819a3 £H)xd4 20 &H)xd4
fAxd4 21 cd. The knight has
disappeared and the isolation of
Black’s pawn with it. Black has
resolved his opening difficulties in a
very instructive way. 21 ... &\f5.
Inreplyto2l. .. &6 White could
play 22 f3 followed by {f2. 22 £3.
White overestimates his chances
expecting that his bishop will be
stronger than the knight. 22 § x5
leads into an equal ending. 22 ...
Nxhe 23 fg Hgb 24 g3, 24
Rxgb6 fg 25 B2 HacB 26 H xe8+
Exe8 27 Hel+ and He2 was
necessary because now the knight
will prove stronger than the bishop.
24 ... %el. The knight is
transferred to ¢6 whence it can put
pressure on d4. 25 Qf1 £\c6 26
Rg2 Hxel+ 27 Hxel Hd8 28
&2 Hd6 29 Hdl Pe7 30 b4
Hd8 21 Pe3 &d6 32 Fifl £6 33
Hcl EcB 34 Hc5 He7 35 {f12.
35 Hxc8 HxcB 36 a4! is still a
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draw. 35... He8! 36 &d2 £5 37
£e2. Or 37 gf Hyxf5 38 N g2 £)e3
followed by . . . b6and. . . £\c4. 37
... fg 38 Q xg4 E18 39 Fc2 g6.
39... Bfl was also strong. 40 &e3’
h5 41 9 h3 £H)c6 42 Fd2 b5? 142
... He8+ then 43 &fd! Black
could have prevented that by
42 .., g5 after which it is
not easy to defend White’s position.
43 Qg2 a544h4ab 45 ab e+

—4. The continuation would be 46
DA Hxb4 47 S5 He3 48 g4!
with enough counterplay.

Karpov-Korchnoi

match 1974, 8th game
le4e62d4d53 Hd2c54eded5
Hgf35)c66 R b5 d67dc § xc5
80-0 5)e79 Hb3 3 d610c3 Hgd
11 H\bd40-012 ¥a4. Whitegetsrid
of the pin. At the same time he
vacates dl for a rook and puts
pressure on c6. Further, the queen
can move along the fourth rank to
the other wing. 12 ... §h5. An
interesting idea with a pawn
sacrifice. Weakeris 12. . . £yxd4 13
&yxd4 HHgb6 14 14! a6 15 §d3 and
White controls all the important
central squares. 13 Hel. 13 § xc6
&xc6 14 Hxcb be 15 Wxc6 Q xf3
16 gf H c8is dangerousfor White. 13
... ¥c7 14 h3. The threat was 14
... 5)xd4. 14. .. Q g6. Preventing
£d3. 15 Qg5 a6 16 {1 h6 17
A xe7.0n 17 §h4 thereis 17 . ..
fe4 threatening . .. £)g6.17....
HxeT. After17. . . § xe718 Hxc6
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be 19 £ed White takes the
initiative. 18 Hadl 5H)c6 19 {d3
Ah5! (8]).

19 ... Hxd4 20 Hxdd {xd3
21 Hxd3 gives some advantage to
White. Now if he wants to exchange
the bishops he has to weaken his
castled position. 20 g4. Accepting
the challenge. 20. .. (g6 21 ¥rc2.
Bad is 21 Q xg6 fg 22 £eb ¥{7 23
Oxf8 Wxf3, 21 ... {Hxd3 22
¥xd3 Had8 23 He2 Kfe8.
Sacrificing a pawn. More solid was
23... Qc5! 24 £5 g6 25 Hxh6+
Qg7. 24 &HHf5. Karpov does not
seize the opportunity. After 24
Bxe8+ Hxe8 25 &yxc6 be 26
¥ xab h5, he has 27 gh, while after
26. . .15 27 gfitis not clear whether
Black has compensation for the
pawn.24... B xe225 ¥xe2 § 14
26 Hel. White’s intention is to
exchange the knights with £Ye7+
weakening further d5. 26 ... g6.
Or26...MB 27 £)3d4. 27 He7+
&xe7 28 ¥xe7 ¥h6 29 g2
g7 30 Hdl. 30 £Yd4is parried by
30... Bd6. 30... 2d6 31 vre2
Hc732 Hd3 Web 33 wdl Jb6.

33 ... b5 was better in order to
prevent c¢4. The play would be
level. 34 EHd2. If c4 immediately,
then 34 ... %f6, attacking b2. 34
««« %e435b3 Hd6. Thiskeeps the
balance, too, but 35. .. fc536c4
d4 was simpler. 36 ¢4 h5L 1£36 . ..

d4 now, White continues with b4.

37 H xd5.0r 37 g5d4 38 b4 §d8!.
37... Hxd5 38 ¥Wxd5 ¥xd5 39
cd. The pawn has fallen, but the
material is reduced and Black’s
pieces are active and the balance is
still kept. 39 ... hg 40 hg &6 41
Bf1 Pe74250d2 §c743 et Or
43 5)c4b5.43. . .f544gfgf45 5\ ch
$d646 H)xb7+ Hxd547b4 Ecd
48 25 b6 49 Hyxab Hb5 50
&Hie5 xb4 51 Hb3 a3 11

Karpov-Korchnoi
match 1974, 10th game
le4e62d4d535)d2c54eded5
Hef3 £Hc6 6 Qb5 Hd6 7 0-0
Hge7 Bde B xc59 5Hb3 §d6 10
&Hbd4e 0-0 11 c3 Jgd 12 Wa4
Ah5 13 {d3. White takes the
white diagonal immediately. We
know that Eel allows Black to hold
¢6 and transfer the bishop to g6. 13
h6. Preventing g5 An
alternative was to put pressure on
d4 by 13 ... Qc5 14 Hel b6 15
fe3 Qb6 etc. The text move offers
richer play. 14 Qe3 a6 15 Hfel
%c7 16 h3 £ya5! Manoeuvring
his knight to ¢4 in order to
exchange it for the Qe3 which
controls the key square d4. 17 £)h4.
17 Hadl &\c4 18 Qcl b5 19 W2

D! 20 g4 Qg6 21 B xgb fg 22
Sg2 Hf7 gives Black excellent
play. 17... &c4 18 W2 HHxe3 19
Hxe3 @h2+. It may be useful in
the ending. 20 hl {421 Heel
He5 22 Hhf5 Hxf5 23 HxS
Deb 24 Hde [ xd3 25 xd3.
White has achieved his aim. He has
exchanged two pieces and kept the
blockader (£)d4). However, the
black bishop is strong and it
compensates for the weakness on
d5. 25... Efe8 26 W3 Wh6 27
He2 316 28 Hdl Hed 29 HH5.
The knight is going to e3 to attack
d5. If 29 Hed2 then 29. .. f xd4.
29 ... Flae8 30 He3 iWeb 31
Hxd5 Qg5 (82).

Black will retake the pawn and
have at least a level game. 32
Hd4?. Correct was 32 Hed2
B xe3 33 fe Hxe3 34 W4 or 32
¥f5 with an equal ending. The
advantage passes now to Black. 32
eoe Bxd4 33 cod ¥xa2 34 HHcd
Ed8 35 ¥d3 b5 36 HHe3 Web 37
d5 ¥d7. The pawn on d5 must fall
sooner or later. 38 b4 Wd6 39 yrd4
&f8. But not 39 ... fxe3 40
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Hxed ¥Wxd5? 41 He8+. 40 Wed
8 xe32. Too early, allowing White
active counterplay. After 40 . . . g6!
Black’s chances to win this game
are quite good. 41 H xe3 ¥xd5 42
Wh7. It is here that the
compensation lies. Black’s king is in
theopen. 42...f643 gl ¥a244
@h2 ¥ xf2. The queen cannot be
chased: 44 ... %g8 45 Wed 45
Hg3 W4 46 Wxgl+ Se8 47
b7 h5 48 ¥c6+ 2d749 WeB+
De7 50 WS+ Hd8 51 ¥xh5
Hd3 52 %h8+ $c7 53 Wh7+
Hd754 W2+ $b755 Wb3 Kd4
56 Wf7+ &b6 57 Web+ Hb7 58
We7+ b6 1-1.

Karpov-Korchnoi

match 1974, 12th game
lede62d4d53 HNd2c54eded
Hgf3 £)c66 §b5 §d670-0cd.
Just another order of moves leading
into the same position. 8 b3 He7
9 Hbxd4 0-0 10 c3 G4 11 Wad
40512 §e3. Another alternative.
12 ... ¥c7 13 h3 &Sl
Immediately taking advantage of
the position of White’s QB on €3.
The knight moves to c4. 14 Qd3
Hedl. Carrying out his plan
consequently. Weaker is 14 . .. a6
15 Badl &)c4 16 ficl and White
keeps the bishop. 15 £Yb5 ¥d7 16
Axct de 17 Hidl. 17 ¥xcs
would be dangerous owing to 17
... Qxt3 18 gf Hac8 and the
position of White’s king would not
be pleasant. 17. .. §)f5 The only
but good move. 17 . . . a6 loses to 18
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Hxd6 ¥Wxb5 19 ¥xb5 ab 20
£Hd4. 18 ¥ xc4. 18 g4 does not go:
8... Q xg4! 19hg &yxe3etc. The
same after 18 {4 Q xf3 19 gf
Hh4!. 18... Q x£319gf £1xe320
fe ¥Wxh3 21 £)xd6. But not 21
E xd6 g3+ 22 Sfl Wxf3+ 23
&gl a6. 21 ... Wgd+ 22 Hfl
Wxf3+ 23 Qel Wegd+ 1-1.

Gipslis—Korchnoi

Riga 1970
1e4e62d4d53 Hd2 c5 4 Hgf3
Hcb5eded 6 3b5 §d670-0cd
8 H)b3 He7 9 Hbxd4 0-0 10 b3.
Fianchettoing his QB, White hopes
to control d4 and e5. Black,
however, takes countermeasures
exerting pressure on the £&d4 by
actively posted pieces. 10... g4
The most consequent. The other
plan is based on the exchange of
black-squared bishops: 10 ... ¥a5
11 b2 Qa3 12 Q xa3 ¥xa3 13
Hel Qg4 with level play. 11 4b2
¥b6. White no longer has Qe3 at
his disposal and Black takes
advantage of it. He threatens . ..
Axf3.12 Qe2 Had8 13 h3 Qb5
14 ¥d2 Ffe8 15 Hadl {Qg6.
Black had time to post his pieces on
their best squares and d5 is not
weak. 16 Fifel 3c517 Qfl Qed
18 a3 Hxd4! 19 Hxd4 W,
Expecting b4, Black transferred his
queén to g6, vacating b6 for the
bishop and exerting pressure on g2
and c2. 20 He3. Threatening Eg3
and forcing the following exchange.

. fixd4 21 Q xd4 OHi5 22
Hc3 b6. But not 22 . . . §ixd4 23
Wxd4 § xc224 Hcland ¥xa7.23
ad4h6.Again23. . . H)xd424 ¥xd4
£ xc2 is not good due to 25 Hg3
¥h6 26 Fcl! followed by Hc7 (or
6. .. 0 xb327 Hc6).24 Hcl ¥gh
25 Hdl Hc8 26 3. Asking for
numerous exchanges and the end-
ing. 26 ... Hixd4 27 ¥xg5 hg
28 F xc8 X xc8 29 fe. All forced.
29 Hxd4 fQxc2 loses another
pawn on b3. 29 ... P xc2 30 ed?
(83).

A mistake, because the d-pawn
will prove weak in the rook ending.
Correct was 30 H xd5 &e3 31 Bd3
HYxf1 32 xf1 with equal play. 30
... He3 31 5d3 H)xf1 32 Hxfl
&Hf8 33 d6. The threat was ...
&e7-d6 blocking the pawn. The
text only postpones the loss of the
pawn. 33. .. 5d8 34a5£6 35 Qe2
Sf7 36 Hc3 Feb 37 ab ab 38
Hc7 B8d739 Heb H xd6. A pawn
up, Black will have to play very
precisely to win. 40 Hc7 g6 41 Ge3
D542 HctPe543 HcB Hd5 44

b4. 44 ... Hc5 was threatened. 44
+eo Hb545 He8+ Hd6 46 Hd8+
Seb 47 Fd4 He5+ 48 3 b5!.
White cannot keep his rook on the
fourth rank and b4 must fall. 49
Ed8. 49 g3 does not prevent
Black’s roock manoceuvre (49 ...
. Hd5) and in case of 49 g4
thereis 49 . .. Hel. If 50 12 then
0...Fe5. 49... BI5+ 50 De3
Hf451 He8+ &d752 Hg8 He!
53 Hxgb Hf7 54 Eh6 Fg7 55
EhS Hxb4. White’s rook went
astray, b4 fell, all is decided. 56 g3
b3+ 57 $f2b458he b2+ 59
&f3 Hh2 0-1.

Geller-Uhlmann

Amsterdam 1970

lede62d4d53 HNd2c54 HHgf3
cb5eded 6 3b5 $d670-0cd
8 Hb3 He7 9 Hbxd4 0-0 10
L g5. White threatens to take on c6
and tries to provoke weaknesses in
the opponent’s position. 10 . . . £6.
The simplest and best. In
Sigurjonsson-Uhlmann, Raach
1969, Black tried to avoid this move
and played 10 ... %c7. The game
went: 11 Hel Hixd4 12 ¥xd4
He6 13 8d3 h6 14 A xh6 gh 15
W6 with an attack. 11 (e3.
Weaker is 11 §h4 Qg4 12 %d2
¥b6 with very good play for Black.
11 ... £He5 12 Hel a6 13 {if1
$h814h3 3d715c3 HcB16 a4
He8. Black’s centralized pieces
keep the balance. 17 £yxe52!, This
creates hanging pawns. It does not
give much and 17 ad came into
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consideration although 17 . . . £ c4
would offer Black active play. 17
... fe 18 2Yf3 h6 19 a5. On 19
Wd2, threatening the sacrifice on
h6, Black replies 19 ... Qf5 20
A xh6 e4!. 19 ... Hc6 20 4b6
b8 21 Hel?, 21 c4 was better. 21
«v. Bf8. The target is 2. 22 cd e4
23 5)d2 (84). It seems that Black’s
pawns will be destroyed, but Black
strikes at White’s weakest point.

23 ... Exbb! 24 ab {§c5 25
He2 Exf2.. The point of the
combination. 26 &hl loses to 26

. &5, 26 cd is answered by 26

. . xb6, and White has to take
the rook. 26 £ xf2 e3 27 cd. If 27
&ed then 27 . . . ef+ 28 H)x12 Wf4
29 Hc2 fa4. 27 ... ef+ 28 FGhl
O 29 Hed Hxb6. The
combination is over. Black is an
exchange down, but the strong
pawn on {2 and weak black squares
around White’s king allow him a
strong attack. 30 Wf3 Web. 31
Axf2 does not work because of

. ¥xb2. Black threatens 31

. ¥ xed. 31 Hd3 Wxd5 32 H\e5.

On 32 g4 Black plays 32.. .. He3!
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33 Wrxf2 ¥xd3 34 %8+ &h7 35
£\6+ Bgb. 32 ... Wxf3 33 gf
A xc5 34 Hxch He3 35 Hel. In
reply to 35 He5, 35. .. &b5 wins.
5. ..&g8. Mating threats on the
last rank disappear and ... Qb3
cannot be parried. The end is near.
36 Hh2 (b5 37 Hc8+ Hf7 38
Sg3 Hxd3 39 Hc7+ DHfé 40
Sxf2 Hdl+ 41 g3 Hxb2 42
E xb7 £c443h4a5 44 2d7 Q.2
45 Flc7 Qb3 46 $ft ad 47 Eb7
0-1.

D
1 e4 €6 2 d4 d5 3 H\c3 Qb4
When White develops his QN on
¢3, Black is deprived of the freeing
. ¢5, but can exert pressure on
White’s centre by pinning the
knight, introducing the Winawer
Variation. The tension in the centre
does not suit Black, he prefers fixed
pawn formations in order to be able
to choose a plan. After ... @b4
White has to decide: to block the
centre with €5, which makes him
vulnerable to ¢5, or choose one of
the rarely played continuations.
Here, under D, we give a series of
such rare lines—4 ed, 4 He2, 4
£d2, 4 a3.

Capablanca-Alekhine

Match 1927, Ist game

le4e62d4d53 £)\c3 Gbhided. A
quiet continuation leading to a
symmetrical pawn position. The
line is drawish. 4 ... ed 5 §d3.
The best reply; on 5 ¥f3 there is 5

.. We7+ 6 He2 H)eb 7 fe3 &b
8 h3 QA xc3+ 9 be et with good
play. 5. .. £)c66 He2 Hgel 70-0
0158 O x5 Hyxf5 9 ¥%d3 wd7.
Incaseof9. .. f xc3 White getsan
excellent game by sacrificing a
pawn, after 10 &)xc3 £)fxd4 11
Hel+. 10 5)dl. If 10 & f4 then 10

0-0-0 is possible. White trans-
fers the knight to €3 wanting to
exchange it on f5. 10 ... 0-0 11
He3 Hxe3 12 A xe3 Hfe 13
Hf4 § d6. White lost some time to
bring his knight to €3 and Black
seized the e-file first. The last move
hides a tactical threat which White
does not notice. 14 Hfel? (85).
Played carelessly. 14 ¢3 was
necessary to prevent the following
sally by Black’s queen. After 14

Hyxd5 Q xh2+ 15 Hxh2 ¥xdd
Black would have an easier game.
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14 ... Hb4! 15 ¥b3 W5 16
Hacl?. Losing a pawn without
compensation. 16 £Yd3 was called
for and after 16 ... £xd3 17
Wxd3 ¥xd3 18 cd it is difficult to
take advantage of the doubled
. Hxe2 17 Hxe2

pawns. 16

Hxf4! 18 g3 Wf5 19 FHce2 b6 20
¥b5 h5 21 b4 Hed. Threatening

. Hxh4! 23 gh Wg4+ etc. 22
Hd2 BExd423 Q¢3 5d324 Q5
EHd8 25 {xd6 Fxd6 26 He5
W3 27 Hxh5 ¥xh5 28 He8+
&h7 29 ¥Wxd3+ ¥gb 30 wdl
He6 31 Ha8 Hed 32. Hxa7 5.
White has recaptured the lost
material, but Black’s positional
advantage, based on his active
pieces and the passed pawn, is
clear. 33 Hd7 ¥e6 34 ¥d3+ g6
35 Bd8 d4 36 a4 Hel+ 37 g2
Wcb+ 3813 He3 39 tdl Web 40
g4. Or 40 Df2 Wh3 41 Wgl Hb3
etc. 40. .. He2+ 41 $h3 We3 42
Whl ¥f4 43 h5 H£2 0-1.

Alekhine-Euwe

match 1935, 7th game
le4e62d4d53 5\c3 fb44He2.
White is trying to avoid doubled
pawns, but his pawn centre
crumbles and the knight on €2 is
posted passively. 4 ... de 5 a3
Bel After 5. .. D xc3+ 6 &Hyxc3
f5 7 f3 White would seize the
initiative for the sacrificed pawn.
The text offers level play. 6 £)xe4
&eb. Also good is 6 ... &6 7
£2g3 0-0 8 Qe2 £)c6 9 HxB+
Axf6 10 3 €5 11 d5 £)e7 12 c4
£gb 13 £Hh5 Qg5 with an equal
game. 7 g4?l. An unnatural move.
White wants tostop . . . edand . . .
f5 at all costs. The idea is unsound
and gives Black an opportunity to
get an advantage. The normal 7
23 H6 8 £H2c30-09 Hg3 b6 10
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He2 @b7 11 0-0 ¥d7 gives a level
game. 7 ... b62.. A mild
continuation which does not take
advantage of the dubious 7 g4.
After the correct 7 ... &)f6 8
Hxfo+ Qxf6 9 c3 h5 10 gh €5
Black’s advantage is evident. 8
A2 Ab7 9 c3 26 10 H2g3
0-0?!. Better was 10 ... d7
followed by . . . 0-0-0. This way, 7
g4 will prove a useful attacking
move. 11 g5 £Yxe4 12 £ xe4 Hh8
13 ¥h5 We8 (86). The threat is 14

f5 and White must do
something.

//
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14 56! Q x£6. After 14. . . gf 15
gf Had 16 QA xb7 Hyxb7 17 fe
¥xe7 18 Bg5 16 19 Ah6 Hg8 20
0-0-0 White retains the better
game. 15 gf gf 16 Wh4 d8 17
B 4. He threatens £ xc7 and if 17

.. ¥e7then 18 8d6.17...e5?2 It
seems logical, but leads to a
superior game for White. Correct is

. f5 18 ¥xd8 Haxd8 19
A xc7 HA7 20 QfF a5 with
somewhat the better endgame for
White. 18 Sg3 £5. 18 ... ed 19
0-0-0 reinforces White’s attack. 19
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de Hg8 20 {37! Stronger was 20
0-0 ¥Wxh4 21 Qxh4 with a
superior endgame. 20. . . %d32?120
. Bg6! was the move, in order to
prevent the check from f6. Black
should not be afraid of 21 ¥xd8
Exd8 22 §h5 Heb 23 § x{7 and
now there is 23 ... Hxe5! 21
He2?l, White could interpose 21
¥f6+ g7 and only now 22 §e?
Wed 23 3 We3 24 Q2 Wgb 25
Wxgh Hxgh 26 Qh4 Hgb 27
Q6+ g8 28 2. 21.. . Wes?l
. ¥d8 22 ¥rxd8 £yxd8 23 13
&ye6 24 Q h4 FH g6, with the knight
controlling the important square {4,
was a good defence. 22 ¥ xe4 fe 23
A h4 h6?. The last mistake. There
was still hope in the exchange
sacrifice after 23 . . . Hg6 24 Q6+
$e8 25 Bh5 Hixed 26 & xgb
A3+ 27 Se2 fg. 24 0-0-0 Hael
25 Q6+ Hh7 26 £4 f 27 3 x{3.
White’s pieces have the field and
Black is helpless. 27 ... £&a5 28
[xb7 Hxb7 29 Hd7 £)ed 30
Hxf7+ $gb 31 Hxc7 HHd3+ 32
Dbl Hf5 33 Hdl Hxed 34
Bfl+ et 35 Hxal LHH)ct 36
Bd7 $e3 37 Hel+ $Hf3 38
HxeB8 Hxe8 39 Hd4 He3 40
Ih4 5H5 41 FHb4 1-0.

Gulko-Timman

Sombor 1974

le4e62d4d53 5\c3 Ab44 3d2.
A gambit aimed at quick
development and pressure on
Black’s weakened K-side. On 4

Dd3goodis4...ded B xedc56
Hge2 OIS 7 [{f3 &b 8 a3
A xc3+ 9 be ed 10 Qgh od 11
D xcb+ be 12 od ed 13 ¥xd4
Was+ 14 Gd2 ¥d5 with a level
game. 4...de5 ¥Wgd ¥xd4. Also
good is 5 ... &H6 6 ¥xg7 Hg8 7
¥h6 b6 8 0-0-0 Qb7. The
complications set in. They are in
Black’s favour. 6 0—0-0 h5. The
move which has recently brought
much success to Black. Weaker is 6
.57 We3 Ad68 Qft A x4+ 9
Wxf4 ¥ec5 10 {3 with com-
pensation for the sacrificed
material. 7 ¥hd. 7 Wg5 fe7 8
We3 8d6 9 A4 he 10 Wt HHb
11 ¥g5 O x4+ 12 ¥Wxf4 WS etc.
leads to a superior game for Black,
while 7 %g3 §d68 Q4 h4 9 ¥eb
W6 10 ¥WxfB HYyxf6 11 H xd6 cd
12 5)b5 Hab 13 Hxd6+ SHe?
gives Black a better endgame. 7. ..
He78 Qg5 ¥Wedl. After8. .. Wcd
9 HHixet B xg5+ 10 Hixgh, White
would have the initiative. 9 £ xe4
6 10 2\f3. The piece sacrifice is
forced, otherwise . . . g5. 10...fg
There was no hurry. 10 ... ¥f5
came into consideration. 11
Hexgh W6 12 Jb5+ ¢6. On 12
. &Yd7 follows 13 ¥re4 with an
attack and after 12 ... @§d7 13
Wed Hcb 14 Hxd7! &xd7 15
He5+ B 16 f§ xcb be 17 Higl7,
the attack is even stronger. 13 {3 ¢4
b5 14 § xb5 e5. If 14 . . . cb then
15 ¥e4. The following moves are
more or less forced. 15 fc4 B g416
We3 HYA7 17 HOHI7 (87).
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17 ... £Hh6! 18 Hyxh8 @1'5 19
L7+ Wxf7 20 Hxf7 Hxg3 21
hg &x£7. Black has won two pieces
for the rook and his advantage is
clear. 22 Hhel {623 Hd6 FHc8
24 5HXd2 e7 25 Hd3 §15.25 . ..
c5 was more precise. 26 Eb3 Hc7
27 Ha3 Bf7 28 Hab g6 29 &\t
Dg7? A serious mistake and the
advantage is gone. 29 . . . Qe6 was
good. 30 £)d6 H 8. The threat was
HeB8+. 31 Hyxf5 gf 32 Fhi?.
White returns a good deed. After 32
He3! with the idea Hea3 White
would be all right. If 32 . .. Qe7
then 33 Hf3.32...3f733 Exh5
&b 34 Hhl e4 35 b3. In case of
35 ¢3 Black would transfer the
knight tod3 via €5. 35... §d4 36
f3 Ac3 37 Had 5HHb6 38 Hab
Ed7. Black’s pieces are very active
and the passed pawn cannot be
stopped. 39 Hdl §b2+ 40 Hxb2
Hxdl 41 B xa7 £Yd542c4e3 43
cd e2 44 He7 el 45 Hxel
I xel 46 dc He6 47 b4 H xc6 48
b5 He6 49 $c3 Hf6 50 d4 De?
51 a4 Hd6 52 a5 He5 53 Hct
Bc5+ 54 3b4 Hc255g4fg 56fg
Exg257a6 & xg4+ 58 Had 7
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59 b6+ Hc6 60 a7 Hb7 61 b5
Hg6 62 S5 Fh6 0-1.

Fischer-Kovacevie

Zagreb 1970

lete62d4d53 £H)c3 Qb4 4a3]
White prefers the pair of bishops
and pays for it dearly: his pawn
centre is destroyed and, besides, he
is getting behind in development. 4
Wg4 allows Black quick develop-
ment and initiative in the centre
after 4 ... 56 5 Wxg? Hg8 6
#h6c57a3 (or 7dcd48a3 Fgb9
Wit a5 or7edcdB8a3dc9abedb
10 B xb2 Wb6) 7... Egb 8 We3
£2a59 Hd2 cd 10 ¥xd4 £)cb. 4
oo Rxc3+ 5 be de 6 Wgd HHfS.
The most logical. After6. . . 18,7
¥xe4 White’s bishops could

" become very powerful. 7 ¥xg7
- Hg8 8 Wh6 Hbd7. Worseis 8 . . .

Egb 9 We3 £)c6 10 §b2 $d6 11
f3ef 12 Hyxf3 §d7130-0-00-0-0
14 ¢4 gt 15 ¥d2 15 16 d5 with
clear advantage for White, as in
Fischer-Uhimann, Zagreb 1970. 8

.. 59 &5e? Hegb6 10 Wd2 £)cb 11
dc §d712 Bbl White’s advantage
is also evident. The text move
prepares for the QB fianchetto. 9
£e2. 9 Hb2 Hib6 10 ¢4 Had 11
0-0-0 §d7 12 13 ¥e7 13 fe HHxed
14 We3 {5 15 &3 ¢5 gives Black a
strong initiative. 9... b6 10 Qg5
We7. Black threatens ... &gd,
prepares to castle long and at the
same time prevents his opponent
from castling. The reply is forced.
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11 whd Qb7 12 g3 h6l A
natural move removing the
pressure on the diagonal h4-d8. As
a matter of fact it refutes White’s
strategy. 13 §d2?. 13 ¥ xh6 was
not good because of 13 ... Hg4
14 f xe7 £4xh6 15 §h4 Hegs and
Black wins a piecc. 13 Q xh6
Het 14 Wwh30-0-015 fe2 Hee8
gives Black excellent play on
the king’s wing. 13 fcl was
necessary in order to allow the
queen a retreat. 13 ... 0-0-0 14
Q2 2B, White’s queen is in dire
straits. 15 0-0 £)g6 16 ¥Wxh6. 16
Wh3 £)d5 17 ¥xh6 &Hh4 would
also give Black a dangerous
initiative. 16 ... Eh8 17 g5
EdegB 18 £3 3! (55).

. EE
.Q.’...,, WI//

Badis 18...5Yh4 19fe Hxgh 20
A xgd etc. 19 § xe3, If 19 Wrxe3
then 19 ... £d5 and in case of 20
Wgh thereis 20 . .. 6. 19... HHf8
20 ¥b5 Hd5 21 GHf2. If the bishop
retreats, first 21 . . .a6and then . ..
Wh4.21...2a622 ¥d3 {xh223
Ehl ¥h4 24 Fxh2 ¥xh2 25
Hfl. On 25 &e4, Black finishes
with 25 .. Bx g2+ 26 &el 5 27

N2 Syxed 28 Wrxe3 4. 25 ...
Hxg2+ 26 el Whi+ 27 Hd2
&HHgb. All the black pieces have
joined the attack. There is no
defence. 28 Hel Hgfd 29 § xf4
Hyxf4 30 Wel K2 0-1.

E
led4e62d4d53 HHe3 Ahd4e5c5

5 a3 { xe3+ 6 be He7 (89).
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In the main line of the Winawer
Variation White allows doubled
pawns in taking Black’s KB. So
White’s pawn structure is damaged
but Black is weak on the dark
squares. These characteristics make
the basis of the further strategical
plans. Here White can choose
between two continuations. 7 ¥g4
is more aggressive and tends to take
advantage of the weakened black
K-side. 7 O3 or 7 at is more
peaceful. White develops quietly
trying to create a position which
would suit his pair of bishops. In the
former case we recommend 7 . ..
0-0, a move which avoids sharp,
unclear lines, finishes development
and seeks for counterchances in the

pressure on White’s pawn centre
(after . .. f6) and on the f-file. We
analyse the variation in the games
Gligorie-Pietzsch, Levy-Farago
and Korchnoi-Bronstein.

After 7 &3 or 7 a4 Black puts
pressure on c3 by an early sally of
the queen to a5. The strategical
plans are many and varied, but the
basic characteristic is a possibility
to break White’s pawn centre. The
games will show you what to do in
this position.

Kaplan-Moles
Skopje Olympiad 1972
le4e62d4d53 Hc3 Hb44e5c55
a3. White can try to avoid doubled
pawns by playing first 5 §d2.
However, after 5 ... &e7 6 a3
D xc37 D xc3b68b4 We790\3ch
10 §xb4 §a611 §d3 §xd312cd
b6 13 Hel ¥Wd 7 Black hasagood
game. Incaseof 5 ¥g4thebestreply
is 5 ... &e7. 6 ¥xg7 is not
dangerous:6. . . Hg87 Wh6cd8a3
a5 etc. If 6 a3 Black can answer 6
.. Wa57ab¥xal8Fdlcd9Hbs
0-0108)c7 Ad711 &yxa8 &aband

Black had an excellent game,
Jansa-Korchnoi, Luhaéovice 1969.

5...0xec3+ 6be He77H0H)f3 §d7.
Black expects a4, transposing into
the main line. That was the best
choice for White. Westerinen—
Uhlmann, Halle 1963, went 8 §d3
fa4!'90-0¥c710 Helh611 Ebl
&7 12 ¢4 0-0 13 cd &yxd5 14
L xh62!gh158)g5hg 16 ¥h5 H{b8
17 ¥xg5+ P8 and Black beat
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back the attack. 8 He2?! Had!
(90).

Black blocks White’s Q-side,
preparing for pressure on the c-file.
The pawn on c2 is constantly under
fire and ties down White’s pieces.
Besides, White is deprived of a4 and
H a3 which is onc of the natural
choices. 9 Ebl. After 90-0 ¥c7 10
cddc 11dec£d712 BEbl HHyxcH 13
A xcd 0-0 14 We2 Hac8 Black
would have a clear advantage.

. ¥e7 10 de. Otherwise,
playing ... £d7, ... Hc8 and

cd, Black has active play
along the c-file. 10 ... Hd7 11
b4 §c6. 11 ... &Hxceh does not
work owing to 12 H xa4 Hxad 13
Ab5+. 12 Hgs Hgb. 12 ... 0-0
led to evident advantage. In case of
13 #d2 threatening 14 Hxg7+
Dxg7 15 ¥hé6+ and &g5 Black
replies 13 ... {6, breaking the
centre, with the superior game. 13
Wd4 0-0-0. 13 ... Hdxe5 14
Hyxed ¥Wxed5 15 Wxed Hyxe5 16
B xg7 £gb is not good because of
17 Qg5 followed by 18 3f6 and
better ending for White. 14 {4
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a5, The attempt to break White’s
centre with 14 . . . 5Yxf4 15 Wxf4
f6 fails after 16 B xg7fe 17 ¥g3. 15
fe3 Ehg8. Preparing for the
attack on ed by ... ¥c7 now that g7
is defended. After 15 ... ¥xa3 16
0-0 ¥a5 White would have some
play on the open lines of the Q-side,
but it could be tried. 16 3d3 £517
H xg6?!. Trying to hold ¢5 White
sacrifices the exchange. Better was
17 ef gf 18 ¥b4, although after 18
... ¥c7 Black has excellent play
in the centre. 17. . . hg 18 H\g5 f4.
White threatened £yxe6 or &7
with an eye on d6 and Black’s
counterplay is just in time. 19
Axf4 Hyxe5 20 Wb4?. The
ending, an exchange down, will be
very difficult. With queens on the
board it would be somewhat easier.
20...%xb421ab 5)xd3+ 22 cd
&d7 23 Qg3. Black’s rooks will
become very active now. 23 &e2
was better and if 23 . . . d4 then 24
c4since 24 . .. f xg225 Hglisout
of the question. 23 ... a5! 24 ba
Ha8 25 &d2 Hxa5 26 2\ f3
Ha2+ 27 Pe3 Hc2 28 4H\d4.
Black’s active pieces should decide.
28 &d4 would be met by 28 . ..
Ha8. 28 ... Hxc3 29 Hal Hc5
30 f3 Hc8 31 fel Ab5 and for
some reason a draw was
agreed. White’s position s
hopeless.

S. Nikoli¢-Ivkov
Sarajevo 1967
le4e62d4d53 H\c3 Jb44e5c5

5a3 fxc3+ 6 bc He? 7a4. A
natural move preparing for §a3
and preventing the blockade of his
Q-side by ... Qa4 or perhaps . ..
¥a5-a4 in some cases. 7. . . HYbcb
8 M3 Wa5 9 (d2. The
alternative ¥d2 we analyse on
p. 117. The text move deprives White
of the natural §a3.9... §d710
f2d3?L. Losing a whole tempe,
since Black will have to play . . . c4
all the same. 10 c4 gives nothing: 10
.. ¥c71lcded 12dc0-013 fe2
Hxed 14 0-0 HHyxf3+ 15 fH xf3
Wxc5 and White had no
compensation for the pawn,
Dubinin-Boleslavsky, USSR Ch
1947. 10 ... c4 11 {ie2 f6.
Undermining White’s pawn centre
and preventing &\g5 at the same
time. 12 0-0 fe 13 £)xe5. Or 13 de
£126.13. .. H1xe514de 0015 £4.
15 Qg4 was better. The text move
allows a manoeuvre giving Black
the advantage. 15 ... §e8. This
bishop will be well posted on g6. 16
2g4 b6+ 17Hhl §g618 Wbl
c6 19 Wh5 14c820 Ha2 et 21
Eb2 b6 22 {f3. Black’s bishop
exerts unpleasant pressure on ¢2
and White has to exchange it, but
the resulting position favours
Black’s knight. 22 ... § xf3 23
B x£3 £\c6. The threatis 24 . . . a6
25 ¥xb6 Eb8. 24 Hbl e8 25
Hel Hc826 Wbl £H)a5. Attacking
a4, Black earns a tempo he needs to
transfer the knight to c5. 27 ¥al
b7 28 He3 Hc729 Nd4 Hef7
30 Hefl Wb (91).

30 ... £\ was consequent and
in case of 31  xc5 be, owing to the
pressure on f4, Black will take the b-
file with the superior game. The
text offers White an attacking
opportunity on the king’s wing. 31
g4l Hc5 3215 Hed 33 dl rxad
34 16. 34 fe B xf3 35 Exf3 Hxf3
36 Wx{3 We8 and Black wins back
the pawn (37 W5 g6). 34. .. Wel
35 g5. 35 fg B xf3 36 gfd+ Exf8
gives nothing and White decides to
open another file. 35... £xg5 36
Eg3 Hed 37 Eg2 Hh8 38 Higl
Heg8 39 Wh32. At first glance
logical, but giving Black an
important tempo. 39 Qe3,
threatening {h6, would force
Black to give up the exchange on
g7. 39 ... g6! 40 ¥f3. 40 H xgb
Hxg6 41 Hxg6 Hf8 42 Bhé
#¥xh5 43 Hxh5 a5 and White’s
rook has gone astray while the a-
pawn becomes dangerous. 40 ...
g5 41 h4 h6 42 hg H\xg5 43 g4
BEh7 44 Z5f1. 44 ¥h4 is more
resistant. 44 ... et 45 Wi3
Exg2 46 wWxg2 wh5+ 47 Ggl
Ef7. Preventing {7 and threaten-
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ing ... g5 48 Hal g5 49
¥xgh hg 50 g2 Hh751 Fhi+
g6 52 Zh8 Hf5 53 g8 a5 54
Bb8 el ... Hd7 cannot be
parricd and the key pawn falls. 55
HgB8a456 Hg7 K857 Ha7 d8
58 g3 HA7 59 I xat Hyxe5 60
Hal £\d7 61 £7 18 62 a7
H xf7 63 § xb6 Hh7 64 Qd4 e5
65 D e3 N6 66 Hab g4 67 g2
Eh3 68 §d2 et 69 a8 HhS
70 He8 OHY4+ 71 Hgl $f3 72
Bf8g373 ) xf4ef74 Hd8g2 75
Eh8 Zhl+ 0-1.

R Byrne-Korchnoi

Skopje Olympiad 1972
lede62d4d53 £\c3 bd4e5c5
5a3 § xc3+ 6bc £e77a4 Wab58
£d2 Hbe6 9 Hf3 $d7 10 §b5.
Trying to provoke. . . a6. 10 £gbis
not promising, e.g.: 10 ... h6 11
£Hh3 Wc7 12 g4 0-0-0 13 Ad3
5 14 ¥xg7 Hdg8 15 %6 HiB 16
whd Hfg8 17 3 Hxg2 18 Hft
Hge8 and in Kostro-Uhlmann,
1959, Black had an excellent game.,
10...%c7110-00-012 Hel b6.
Black’s reaction to White’s tenth
has been the best; ¢5 is strengthened
and K-side castling allows
counteraction with . . . 6. 13 §d3.
Retreating the bishop to his natural
place and threatening @ xh7+. 13
... h6 14 ¥cl. 14 & xh6 did not
work: 14 ... gh 15 ¥d2 &g7 16
Wit e8! 17 He3 &ce? etc. so
White reinforces it, forcing the
blockade . .. c4. 14...¢c415 fe2
6. The attack on ¢5 and the
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open f-file offer good prospects.
White must keep the point €5 since
16 ef E x{6 allows the doubling of
rooks with very good play. 16 §f4
Hgb 17 Qg3 fe 18 de LHHge7 19
£yd4 Hixd420 cd X521 c3 He8
(92).
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The bishop is bound for his new
diagonial—bl1-h7. Black has
resolved all his difficulties. 22 g4
2g6 23 Wa3 %7 24 £3. The
threat was 24 . .. £yxg3 while 24
B x5 @ x5 is in Black’s favour,
too.24...5\yxg325hgh526 S h3
£d3 27 ¥l We7. Owing to the
pressure on e6 White can keep the
balance. 28 a3 &f7. If 28 . ..
¥d7 then 29 ¥d6 is not pleasant.
29 4 ¥xa3 30 Hxa3 el 31
Ha2 &d7 32 Eb2 Hab8 33 Hb5
A5, Weak is 33 ... Qed 34
Hxed! de 35 d5 and White would
win. The pressure on eb and the
threat X xd5+ asks for the
exchange of bishops. 34 {xf5
B xf535 Hebl Hc636a5 F1£737
D12 Hfb7 38 Pe3 g6 39 Hd2
Hf8 40 Z5b2 b5 41 HEhl a6 42
Hbbl 1-1.

S. Garcia-Uhlmann

Havana 1964
lete62d4d53 £H)c3 QAbd4ed
&e7 5 a3 fxc3+ 6 be ¢5 7 a4
Hbe6 8 HHf3 Wa59 §d2 3d710
fe2. The best choice. In order to
carryout . . . f6or ... 5 Black will
have to prepare for it with ... c4
and {d3 would be just a loss of
tempo. 10 ... ¢4. 10 ... 6 is too
early, e.g. 11 ¢4 Wc7 12 efgf 13 cd
and the open position favours
White’s bishops. Playing ... c4,
Black is ready to strike with his f
pawn. White can react in different
ways. The plan he chooses in our
game is dubious. 11 h4. The
intention is to shatter Black’s K-
wing by advancing the pawn to h6,
but the action needs time and Black
reacts in the centre, seizing the
initiative. 11 ... 6 12 h5. 12 ef gf
proves only that h4 was useless. 12
...fe13h6 gh 14 Sy xe5 S xeb5 15
de0-0-016 2 xh6(95).Itisevident
that White’s plan has been too slow.

16 ... Hdf8. More precise than

. &Hgb 17 Hgd ¥Wxc3+ 18
&Hfl HdB 19 A6 Exib 20 ef

Wxf6 21 Ha3, although 21 ...
g7 would have given Black better
play in Fischer-Padevsky, Varna
Olympiad 1962. The text move
threatens . . . £)g6. 17 3g4. Or 17
4 £)g6 18 g3 ¥c5 with dangerous
threats. 17 ... £ g6 18 Pfl. This
loses a pawn. However, after 18
We2 Wc7, the pawn is again lost.
18... #%b619 Wel £1xe520 Q3
%d621 33 £5\c622 Gcl He823
Ha3 ¥h2 24 fdl ¥hl4+ 25 De2
Wxel+ 26 Hxel H)d8 27 Hd2
728142529 {5 5H17 30 Z16
£Yd6. The threat 31 . . . Hed+ asks
for the exchange on d6. 31 Q xd6-+
Dxd6 32 £5 He7 33 fe { xad 34
Hal b5 35 Hafl. It was better to
keep the rook on al in order to
prevent the break-through b4. 35
... BheB 36 Zf7 5 37 Hxel
B xe7 38 H£7 3d6 39 K18 b4! 40
cb. Or 40 Ha8 be+ 41 @xc3 &5
42 B xad+ Qb5 followed by ...
d4.40. . .ab41c3b342 Hb8DHc7
43 Hb4 QeS8 44 Q15 Qg6 45 g4
Bd6 46 Be3 Pe547 BEb5 Hc748
Eb6 He7 49 Eb5 4 xf5 50 gf
x5 51 Hd4 Pxeb 52 Hbb+
&f5 53 Hxd5> Hc7 0-1.

Stein-Uhlmann

Stockholm Interzonal 1962
lede62d4d53 H)c3 Gbd4edcd
5 a3 QA xc3+ 6 be He7 7 HNI3
Hbc6 8 a4 ¥a5 9 §d2 §d7 10
He2 ct 11 Ngd. One of the ideas
White resorts to in this well-known
position. He prevents long castling
and provokes ... h6, wishing to
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manoeuvre his knight to h3 via h3
and f4 whence it harrasses Black’s
K-side. But the manoeuvre takes
time and Black can organize
counter-measures, 11 ... hé 12
Hh3 0-0-0 (94). The attempt to
thwart White’s plan by 12 . . . £Ygb
gives better play to White after 13
QAh5 &Xce7 14 0-0 0-0-0 15 &4
B hg8 16 &HH{2 FHb8 17 Wel HcB
18. Qcl Wd8 19 &dl as in
Planinc-Timman, Wijk aan Zce
1974.

13 0-0?!. The consequent move
would be 13 £&)f4 but Black can
hope for an equal game, e.g. 13 . ..
g8 14 0-0 15 15 ef &)x16 16 £H)gb
B he8 17 Hel e5 18 £)xed &xed
19 de FHxed 20 He3 Hdes.
Sanguineti-Uhlmann, Mar del
Plata 1966. 13 ... £5. Blocking
White’s action and posing a
dilemma: to open the position with
14 ef or to accept the blockade. This
time the latter is the choice. 14 f42.
14 ef gf 15 &Hi4 is certainly better.
Now Black’s K-side is secure and he

has a free hand on the other side of
the board. 14. . . &b8!. The square
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¢8 is needed for the knight on his
way to b6 and a4. 15 Hf3 HHe8 16
g3 Hhgs 17 Qcl Hb6. The
pawn on a4 is defenseless and White
tries to compensate for it in tactical
complications. 18 $a3 £yxat 19
Ah5 feB 20 3 xe8 Hdxe8 21
wh5 &OHd8. W7 would be
disagreeable. 22 SHhl ¥b5 23
Hgl %d7 24 He2 a8 25 Hgb
O7 26 g4. Fishing in troubled
waters but it cannot save him. 26
v Y8 27 gf WAT7L. 27 . .. HHXgb
28 fg would give White some
chances. 28 {ib4 ef 29 5 xh6 gh
30 ¥ x£7 Hyxf7 31 F xa4 b6. The
remaining problems are just
technical. 32 Hal Hgt 33 Efl
£)d8 34 g3 £)e6 35 HHh5 HcB36
fe7 b7 37 h3 Hgb 38 LHhe
&6 39 HHg3 Hg7 40 Th2 Hd7
41 Hal a5 42 bl Hb8 43 416
Pe644 Hal aB845 bl Ha646
Dd8 D747 06 Pe648 Hd8ad
49 () xb6 a3 50 { c5 Dd7 51 HHe2
a2 52 Hal £)e6 53 3d6 h5 54
&hl h4 55 Qb4 Ha8 56 Jd6
&e8 57 A b4 Pf758 Q3 d6 g8 59
He7 EHg7 60 2d6 Hh8 61 3b4
Fag8. Now that the king has found
his refuge the penetration of the
rooks decides quickly. 62 X xa2
Hg2 63 Hab Hxe2 64 Hxeb
Ha8 65 Hgb Hal+ 66 Hegl
Hxgl+ 67 Hxgl &g7 0-1.

Suetin—Ivkov

Rijeka 1963

lede62d4d53 5 c3 Ghdi4ded
He7 5 a3 fxc3+ 6 bc 5 7 ad

£bcb 8 23 ¥a59 §d2 §d710
{ €2c4110-0. The mostlogicaland
best. White finishes hisdevelopment
and in case of . . . {6 he is ready to
exertpressureonthe e-filewith Hel.
11...0-0-0. A flexible move. Black
does not show his intentions on the
K-side. 11 ... 16 12 ef gf 13 & h4!
0-0-0 14 fh5 Bhg815g3 &£Hgb 16
Hg2 Hee? 17 Bel HI5 18 Lot
is advantageous to White, as in
Bannik-Ivkov, Rijeka 1963. 12
5Hg5. The alternative Hel is
analysed in the following game. 12
... Bdf8 13 §h5. Trying to pro-
voke. . .g6afterwhich. . .f6losesin
weight. 13 fig4, preventing the
advance of the f-pawn, is met by 13
... h6142\3g515 4\ el f5,and 1314
byf5!.13...5d8.1f13. . .6, then
14 57 and &)d6+. So Black de-
fendsf7 inorder toprepare . . .f6.14
£4£6.14. . .{Bisaseriousalternative.
15 53, £H)h3 seems more logical.
Black would answeritwith 15. . .15.
15 ... 15! 16 L gb (95).

16 ... gb was threatened and
now we see that White has
presented Black with several tempi.

16 ... h6 17 Hh3 Hfg8 18 Hhl
g6 19 & e2 £HHf7 20 Wel. Doing all
tostop ...g5.20... Eh7 21 Hf3
Hhg7 22 EHg3 4H)c6 23 Qel.
White has no plan and is just
waiting. He would play @d2 in
reply to 23 ... g5. 23 ... ¥d8 24
2d2 %We7 25 ab. Allows the
blockade of the ¥-side after which
he has no counter-play on that side.
Hbl came into consideration. 25
... a6 26 #b2 LHHaT. The knight is
transferred to b5 to remove possible
threats on the b-file. 27 ¥h4 Hd8
28 &Hgl &Yb5 34, Black can try to
play on.

Suetin-Hasin

Tallinn 1965

led4e62d4d53 H)c3 b4 ed
£e7 5 a3 Qi xe3+ 6bcc5 7 at
Hbeb 8 HHE3 Wa59 Bd2 8d710
He2 ct 11 00 0-0-0 12 Hel.
More natural than &\gd and
directed against ... f6. White’s
idea is to take on f6 and continue
Qfl, g3, Ah3 increasing the
pressure on 6. 12 ... f5. Played
consequently. On 12 ... f6 White
can keep the tension with @f1. 13

“ef gf 14 B 1 55, The knight can

reach e4 via d6. 15 g3.
Suetin~Uhimann, Berlin 1967,
went: 15 ¥cl h5 16 a3 Hdg8 17
Habl £)d8 18 Hb4 Eh7 19 h3
Fhg7 20 84 Qc6 21 Hh2 Hd7!
followed by £){7-d6, and Black had
a very good game. 15. .. &) ce. 15
.. .56 16 He3 Hed 17 fel He7
18 £)h4 £)gb is also good. 16 ¥Whbl.
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A dubious idea. 16 § h3 was called
for, although Black retains a
promising position with . .. h5. 16
voe £5Yd6 17 ¥b4d ¥Wxb4 18 cb
£yet 19 b5. The threat §b4 forces
the exchange on d2. 19... &yxd2
20 Hxd2 £H521 ¢3 HHd622 Jh3
Hhe8 23 f4. . . . e5 is prevented,
but there is counterplay on the
other wing. 23 . . . &c724 He3a6!
25 ba ba 26 Hf2 Hb8 27 Ha2 5.
Dominating the only open line,
Black has a superior game. He can
double the rooks and jump into e4,
increasing his advantage. White
must react energetically on the
K-side and he does so, but the
action creates new weaknesses and
offers his opponent new motives. 28
gifg29 ) xg4 He7. Blackisready
to attack 4 by doubling rooks. 30
He52. 30 Bh3 was better, e.g.: 30
... B831%e3 Hef7 32 Ei3.3015
x5! 31 § x5 {7 was evidently
bad. 30 ... Ef8 31 &e3 Hefll
The pawn sacrifice is the price of a
strong initiative. 32 Q xe6 {Q xe6
33 Hxeb Hxf4 34 He7+. The
threat is ... Hh4 and White
decides to take on h7. 34...Xcb
35 Hxh7? (96). A mistake leading
to defeat. Chances of resistance
were offered by 35 Heb, since 35
... Hf2 36 Hxd6+ PHxd6 37
&yxc4+ is not good and 35 ...
B h4 can be replied to by 36 &HI3
Bh3 37 B2 &Hd7 38 Hed etc.
35 ... 4452, The winning move
was 35 ... &e4! threatening to
take on d2 and ¢3 and 36 Hc2 B2
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renews the threat. Now 36 ...
He8+ is threatened but White’s
king can take shelter. 36 Fe2
B2+ 37 el Se4 38 Kh6+
&c7 38 Bh7+ Hc6 40 Hhé6+
GHc7 41 Bh7+ 8 42 Ha?
Hxc3 43 Ha8+ Hd7 44 Hxf8
£ x£8. The material is reduced but
Black has retained good chances
owing to active pieces and White’s
pawn weaknesses. 45 Ha3 He8+
46 Hf1 HHe1 47 D)3 3. There was
no need to hurry with this move.
Better was 47 . . . Hb8 followed by
the further approach of the king.
The text move frees d3 for White’s
knight whence it will control
important squares in the centre and
on the ¥-wing. 48 Ha2 b8 49
Heb+ FHeb 50 H)d3 Hf5 51 He2
a552 Hal Eh853 Hfl+ Pe6 54
Hft+ Bd6 55 Hgl!. The pawn
sacrifice activates pieces and a draw
becomes inevitable. 35 .

i xh2+ 56 &d3 Bd2+ 57 @eB
c2 58 Hgb6+ Hd759 Hg7+ 1-1.

Smyslov-Letelier
Venice 1950
lede62d4d53 HHc3 Gb44eb5cd

5a3 {) xc3+ 6bc He77a4 Wad8
¥d2. More consequent and logical
than §d2 which deprives White of
the natural f1a3. 8 ... &Hbcb 9
&3 cd?. The exchange of queens
leads into a difficult ending. A
better choice, 9 ... Qd7, is
analysed on p. 116. 10 cd ¥ xd2+
11 Qxd2. On 11 &xd2 Black
continues 11 ... &5 and. . . HHas.
11...5¥512 @ c3% Butnot 12 ¢c3
£a5. White controls a5 vacating
d2 for the king. 12 ... 3d7 13
{d3 Hc8143d20-015a5 Hc7
16 fihel. A preventive move
directed against Biack’s
counterplay basedon . . . 6. 16. ..
£6? (97). Correct was 16 . .. a6 in
order to regroup the pieces with . . .

a7 and ... @Db5.

%7
Y

)

17 { x5! Opening the e-file
instead of the f-file favours White.
The bishops of opposite colour do
not play a significant role. 17. . . ef
18 ef I xf6 19 Habl h6 20 Hb5.
The pawns on d5 and b7 are
exposed and White exerts pressure
on them systematically. 20. . . 36
21 Hebl Hff7 22 &el. The

knight is moved to the best position,
the square d3, whence it controls
important squares and where it
becomes very mobile. 22 ... f4 23
£3g524 H)Hd3 Sh725 Hel HF626
Hc5. This threatens £Yb4 winning
a pawn and forces simplification
which shows his advantage more
clearly. 26 ... Hc8.Or 26 . .. b6
27 ab ab 28 b5 Hb7 29 5)c5. 27
Hb4d HYxb4, 27 . .. HeT is refuted
by 28 &Hyxd5! &Hyxd5 29 HE xeb!
Bxcb 30 Bxf6 ¥ xc3 31 Hd6 or

. &1 31 dc Hd7 32 Hd3!
Nxch+ 33 e etc. 28 H xeb!
Hxeb 29 Hxc8 &H)e6 30 abl. A
little combination wins a pawn. 30
... ba 31 Hc7+ Pgb 32 Hd7
£He7 33 b4 OS5 34 K xd5. The
passed pawns in the centre must
win. 34. .. 5)e3 35 Bd8 L)xg2 36
d5 HEb6 37 Qc5 Hb7 38 Hc8
£Hhe 39 Be2 D)5 40 Hc6+ Hh5
41 d6 Hd7 42 Hc71-0. (42 ...
Hd8 is met by 43 d7 followed by
Hxa7 and @b6.)

Smyslov-Boleslavsky

Moscow 1941

le4e62d4d53 Hc3 Ab44ed5cd
5a3 § xc3+ 6bc HHe7 7a4%a58
Wd2 2Hbcb 9 23 c4?. Too early.
The pressure on White’s pawns is
weakened, the diagonal a3-f8 has
been opened to White’s QB and
White has a free hand to start an
action on the K-side. 10 g3! 0-0 11
Hg2f612ef I xB. 12. .. gf was
preferable. Now Black has to worry
about his backward pawn on e6
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and the weak square 5. 13 0-0
Ad7 14 Qa3. White has a clear
plan: he will fix the weakness at €6
and then increase the pressure on
the e-file. 14 ... He8 15 Hh4.
Prepares f4 which excludes . . . €5
forgood. 15... 582, 15 . . . &5
was called for in order to exchange
the knights because after 4 White’s
knight will constantly threaten to
jump on €5 or g5. 16 £4 £\6e7 17
Lfbl! (98).
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Before he undertakes an action
on the king’s wing White wants to
prevent any counteraction on the
other wing. 17... ¥%c7 18a5 {c6
19 HHE3 5 g6 20 £)ed. The knight’s
position is dominant while the
exchange on €5 leads to very strong
pressure on the f-file, e.g. 20 ...
Nxed 21 fe Hf722 Bl F xfl1+ 23
B xfl ¥Wxab 24 b4 Wc7 25 Wit
h6 26 @ f3 followed by Qh5 and a
devastating attack. 20. .. &\ ce721
Ac5 a6 22 Hgs. White has
blocked the Q-wing and turns his
attention to the other side. 22 ...
Ef7 23 Hel 55 24 He2 h6 25
Hael ¥Wc8 26 {£3. Vacating g2
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for the rook and preparing for the
advance of the pawrs. 26. . . $h7
27 Bf1 ¥c7 28 el 28, Or 28

.- ¥d7 29 2 £Hf8 30 Hh5gb 31
A 13 threatening Hg4 and if 31 . . .
h5 then 32 £)h3. 29 £ye5 H16 30
gd 5H)d6 31 ¥g3 OHf7. Or 31 . ..
He4 32 f xed+ de 33 HHixcd Qbd
34 £)d6. The text move loses the
exchange. 32 g5 £\xe5. Forced.
The threat was g6+ . 33 gf HYx£3+
34 X x£3 gf 35 £5. White will strike
on the g-file. 35 ... ¥xg3+ 36
B xg3e537 Heg2 H)d7 38 Hg7+
&h839 £ 7g6 Fh740 Qa3led 4l
8¢cl1-0.0n4l ... Hel+ 42BR
Hxcl Hg7+ mates.

Fischer-Uhlmann
Stockholm Interzonal 1962
le4e62d4d53 H\c3 fb44edcS
5 a3 fxc3+ 6 bec He7 7 Hf3
&Hbc6 8 ad a5 9 ¥Wd2 §d7. The
most flexible. 10 §d3. An
ambitious continuation provoking
. . ¢4 in order to open the diagonal
a3-18. Weaker is 10 §2a3 cd 11 cd
Wxd2+ 12 Hxd2 £H5 13 Ebl b6
14 c3 &Had 15 @b4 Hes+ 16
fHxcd dc 17 a5 Qb6 with better
play for Black, as in Kan-Botvinnik
1943. 10 ... 6. A logical answer,
undermining  White’s centre
immediately. 10 ... ¢4 would be
grist to White’s mill. After 11 Qe2
65 12 a3 0-0-0 13 0-0 &5 14
Hfel fe8 15 g4 &fe7 16 Qfl
White would achieve more than in
the game. 11 0-0. There is no
dangerin 11 ef gf 12 dce5 13 c4 dc

14 § xc4 ¥xc5 15 §b30-0-0 16
0-0 &H5! 17 Qa3 ¥Wb6 18 W3
b8 with a good game. 11 ... fe
12 £yxe5. Or 12de 0-0 13 Hel h6
14 a3 Be8 15 We3 b6 16 &d2
05 17 ¥h3 Wxc3 with level
game, Smyslov-Uhlmann, Havana
1964. 12 ... Hixe5 13 de 0-0.
Black has finished his development
and seeks counterplay on the open
f-file. 14 c4. 14 ¥g5 meets a good
reply—14 ... Bf7. 14... ¥xd2.
Another good planis 14. . . ¥c7 15
el Hc6 16 We2 dc 17 @ xc4d
Ad5 18 @xd> &Hxd5 as in
Tringov -Korchnoi, Skopje
Olympiad 1972. 15 § xd2 { c6 16
a5 Had8. Black has posted his
pieces on the best squares and has
an excellent game. 17 @ 3. Qg5 is
met by . .. Bd7 and White forces
the blockade of the centre. 17 ...
de 18 Qd2 oHgé 19 f4.
Overestimating hjs chances and
giving Black an opportunity to seize
the initiative. 19 f xg6 leads into a
drawn ending. 19. . . £h4 20 2
Bd7. But not 20 . . . g5 because of
21 15. 21 He2 Hdf7 22 Bbl (99).

22...g523fg.Badis 235 ef 24
Axgd Hxg2! 25 @h6 Hed! 26
A xf8 Fx{8 with the threat 27 . . .
Hg7+ and a strong initiative. 23
coe fxg2 24 Hxg2 Hyxg2 25
Dxg2 Hf2+ 26 g3 Hxd2 27
Hxb7. Black has won the
exchange but White has enough
counterplay to keep the balance. 27

. Hf7 28 Eb8+ Pg7 29 He8
Hdf2.0r29. .. Bff230 Hxe6.30
Hxe6 H7f3+ 31 &g Hf4+ 32
dg3 -1

Hartston-Uhlmann

Hastings 1972 /73
lede62Hc3d53d4 Rbd4ed
&e7 5a3 H xe3+ 6 bec cd 7 H3
HAd7 8 a4 a5 9 Wd2 Hbeb 10
fe2. Less aggressive and less
played than Qd3, this move does
not offer Black a gain of tempo with

.c4. 10 ... He8. The most’

natural at this point. Black
threatens . . . cd with counterplay
on the c-file and constrains White to
show his cards. Black has the worse
ofitafter 10...0-0110-016 12 ef
Hxf6 13 dc fe8 14 c4 W7 15
D b2 as well as after 10. .. 6 11 ef
gf12dc0-0-0130-0e514c4d4 15
Wh6 &HHgb 16 HA2 5 17 Hb3 W7
18 4, Bogdanovic-Uhlmann,
Sarajevo 1965. 11 dc. The critical
moment. White vacates d4,
intending to transfer the knight to
d6 if allowed. The shattered pawn
structure is compensated by his pair
of bishops. After 11 §d3 cd! 12 cd
Wxd2+ 13 4 xd2 b6 14 Ha3 0-0

French Defence 117

150-0 Ec7 Black had a good game
in Timman-Korchnoi, Nice 1974.
11... &Hg6 12 0-0. In case of 12
¥e3 Black should reply 12 . .. d4
13 Hixd4 HHxd4 14 ¥Wxd4 ¥xch
with level game. 12 ... £gxe5.
Black had the worse of it after 12

. 0-0 13 We3 Wc7 14 Hd4!
Wxe5 15 HHb5 Wxe3 16 A xe3 ab
17 £d6 in Smyslov-Uhlmann,
Mar del Plata 1966. 13 &Hyxe5
Hyxed 14 ¥e3. Not energetic
enough. White has no
compensation for the piece after 14
Wd4 6 15 A h5+ g6 16 4 &b 17
Wxfe HMB 18 QA xegb+ hg 19
Wxgb+ &d8. The best was 14
g5 £gb 15 ¢4 but 15 ... 0-0is
quite satisfactory. 14 ... £gb 15
Ha3 Hc6 16 f4 0-0. Black has
finished his development and his
playiseasy. 17 ¥%h3 Hcd8 18 § b4
¥c7 19 (4d3 5. Preventing a K-
side attack. 20 ¥g3 H£6.0r20. . .
a521 Qa3 Qxa4 22 c6. 21 We3?.
Correctis 21 a5.21...a2522 Ja3
D xad23 Ab2 {Hc624 c4 5725
g3 He7. A pawn up is enough to
win, All he has to do is to overcome
some tactical threats. 26 Hael
Wd7 27 ¥d4 a4 28 h4 dc 29
Wxd7. If 29 ¥xc4 then 29 ...
¥d5 is strong. 29 ... BEdxd7 30
Axcd Hd2 31 Hf2 Hxf2 32
Oxf2 Hf7 33 h5 H8 34 Je5
He8 35 4d6 £HHd7 36 g4. White is
trying to open the position as much
as he can. It is the best chance now
that . .. &)fb is threatened. 36...
fg 37 £5 H)Hf8 38 Bg3 62 (100).
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A mistake which could cost the
game. After the correct 38 . . . Af3
39 & xfB HxB40fe PeTor38. ..
A3 39 fet+ &)xe6 Black could
win. 39 fe5+2. Not seizing the
He5+?. Not seizing the
opportunity. After 39 fe £xe6 40
&xg4 g5 41 hg hg 42 Bfl+ or 39

.. §1340e7 £Yd7 41 B4 Black is
defenceless. 39...&xf5 40 § xg7
Hd7 41 §d3+ Pgd 42 4 xh7.
More resistance was offered by 42
h6 e5 43 Qxh7 H6 44 @ xf6+
Dxf6 45 Hxgs Hh8 46 Qed
H xh6, but the rook ending is lost
all the same. 42...&xh543 He2
D544 Nd4 8345 Hd2 oHf8 46
Ad3 Hg6 47 Eh2 5 48 fe3+
Df4 49 h7 a3 50 {c4 Hgb 51
Hh2 a8 52 ¢3 g5 0-1.

Gligoric-Pietzsch

Havana 1962

le4e62d4d53 H\c3 fb44edcd
5 a3 fxc3+ 6 bec He7 7 Wg4.
This early sally of the queen is a
natural consequence of his fifth
move. He took Black’s KB and now
tries to weaken his K-side by
putting pressure on it. 7 ... 0-0.

This line is rarely played today, but
itisthe mostsolid choiceat thispoint.
Black retains the possibility of
counterplay on the Q-side while he
meets threats to hisking by . . .15.8
A gb. This is too early and allows
counterpressure on the diagonal
a5-el. 8 h4is not good either. Black
replies 8 ... {5 9 ef HExfb6 with
excellent play. In case of 9 ¥4 ¥c7
his threats on the Q-side are not
naive.8 Q8 d3isbest metby8...c49
He2%a510 §d216! 11 HH3 Hbcb
12ef B x16 13 £Yed HHxed 14de BfD
15 {4 ¥a4 16 Ha2 Qd7 and the
gameis level, Zinn-Marsalek. 8. . .
Wab. Striking where it hurts and
getting rid of the pin at the same
time.9 f) xe7 ¥ xc3+ 10Pe2 £Hc6!
and White is lost. 9 ¥h3 £)g6.9. . .
Hbcb alsocomesintoconsideration.
10 §d2 Wad. Again 10 ... £Hcb
should have been considered. White
canparry thedoublethreattod4and
c2. 11 2Hf3 £5. Dangerousis 11 . . .
Wxc2 12 Hg5h6 13 Ad3 Wwbh2 14
Ebl Wxa3 15 Hyx{7 with a strong
attack. Now White is forced to take
on f6 and open the f-file. 12 ef & x£6
13 8d3 £)e6. In case of c4 White
takes on g6 and plays &ed with
strong pressurc. 14 ¥h5. The
threat is £gd. If now 14 ...
EOce7 then fg5 and f xe7. 14

. Hf8 15 dc e5 16 00 (g4
1101).

16 ... e4! 17 ¥xd5+ Heb 18
Hgd ed 19 cd h6 20 Hxe6 Q xeb
was advantageous to Black because
White’s pawns are not mobile. 17

%y A& 0
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Wh4 &Qgﬁ 18 =,megﬁ ﬁxgﬁ 19
2Hgh. Weak is 19 h3 @ xf3 20
Pxad Hxg2+ 21&hl Hgd+ etc.
The text move leads into an equal
ending. 19 ... h6 20 h3 ¥¥xc2 21
Wxg4 Wxd2 22 Hed!. But not 22
N3 ¥d3. 22... H xg423 HHxd2
-4

Korchnoi-Bronstein
Leningrad 1958
le4e62d4d53 H)c3 Abdde5cS
5a3 ) xc3+ 6bc He7 7 Ygs 0-0
8 Hf3. A natural developing move
which thwarts any Q-side plans of
his opponent, e.g. 8. . . %a59 2d2
Wa4 10 §d3c4 11 § xh7+ Hxh7
12 Wh4+ g8 13 ¥xe7 £cb 14
Wgb ¥xc2 15 hd! Wes+ 16 Bl
with an attack. 8... £)bc69 Hd3
£5. {8 xh7+ was threatened. 10 ef.
On 10 ¥g3 the bestis 10 . .. ¥a5
11 §d2 cd 12 cd Wa4 13 ¥Whe
$d7 1400 &Hgb 15 ¥h5 Qe8. 10
. B xf6 11 B g5. The attempt at
direct attack with 11 $h5 is
repulsed by 11...h6120-0c4 13
He2 §d7 and moving the bishop
to gb Black achieves a promising

position. 11 ... Hf7. 11 .. .e5 12
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B xh7+!®Hxh7 13 Wh5+ SHgd 14
QA xf6 gf 15 de &Hyxed 16 Hyxe) fe
17 g5+ M7 18 0-0 and Black’s
king is exposed while the h-pawn
can become very dangerous. 12
H xe7. Nothing is gained by 12
Hed Hxed 13 de We7 14 Q xe7
Wxed+ 15 Hd2 c4 16 Qxh7+
SDHxh7 17 Bc5 ¥c7 18 Hdde519
Whi+ Dg8 20 fQxed5 Qg4 21
D xc7 Bxf2+ 22 PHe3 He2+ 23
&d4 Qxh5, Fichtl-Fuchs, 1960.
12 ... Hxe7 13 ¥h4 g6. An
interesting alternative was 13 ...
h6 in order not to weaken the black
squares. In that case g4 is met by

.e5.140-0c415 fe2 Ad716
Hfel ¥a5. Black has satisfactory
compensation for the weakened
squares around his king. 17 5Yeb
Hae8! (102).
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The only but good move. Black

. prepares for the sacrifice of the

exchange. 18 HHg4 ¥ xc3 19 W16,
Better than taking the exchange.
After 19 &6+ g7 20 Hixe8+
Hxe8 21 Hed! ¥xc2 Black has

more than adequate compensation.

. Bg7 20 Hh6+ Hh8 21
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Hedl. White can draw by
perpetual check, but he wishes to
try his last chance: advancing his h-
pawn. 21 ... ¥xc2 22 Qf3 Wh2
23 h4 ¢3 24 h5 c2 25 H)H 5 gf 26 h6
ed¥+ 27 Hxdl Heg8 11

Levy-Farago
Cienfuegos 1973
lede62d4d53 3 Qbd4ed
£He7 5a3 @ xe3+ 6bec5 7 Wegd
0-0 8 2Hf3 LHbc6 9 (d3 15 10 ef
BAxf6 11 Qg5 HI7 12 ¥h3,
Apparently the best for White. The
other moves allow Black to gain
time, e.g. 12 ¥h5 g6 13 Wh6 %7
140-0c4 15 QA xe7 B xe7 16 Qe2
Ad7 17 g5 HI7 18 We3 Haf8
with excellent play for Black, or 12
Wh4 h6 13 d2 c4 14 Qe2 ¥c7
and if g3 then ... e5 with very
strong counterplay. 12 ... h6. Or
12...8613 He5. 13 Qg6 Hf8 14
Ned Hxe5 15 de ¥c7 16 § xe7
¥xe7. Now we see the sense of
White’s twelfth; Black has not won
a tempo and the Qg6 exerts
unpleasant pressure on the white
squares. However White’s
advantage is minimal and Black
keeps the balance. 17 #e3?.
Correctwas 170-0andif17. . . g5
then 18 Wg3 ¥xg3 19 hgand 20 (4.
.. 8d718 0-0. On 18 4 Black
would reply 18. .. @b519 8d3c4
20 Qg6 ¥hd+ 21¢3 Wgdor20 §c2

LHe8- Qg6 with the superior game.

8. .. %g5. Now the ending will be
inBlack’sfavour.19 ¥ xg5hg 20 c4!
(103).
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20 ... Hf4 was threatened and
White must play actively. 20. . .dc¢
21 Qe4 Hab8 22 Hadl {a4 23
Ed6 Hfe824 g6 He725 KHfdl.
Sacrificing a pawn White has
activated his pieces and can hope
for a draw. 25 ... Ef8 26 Hd8
ReB 27 {e4?. Overestimating his
chances. 27 {xe8 Efxe8 28
B xe8+ EHxe829 Bd7 led into an
equal rook ending. 27 ... 3 h5! 28
B xf8+ &Hxf8 29 Hd8+ $f7 30
Sf1 Hg631 Q xgb+ SHxgb632g4
b6 33 Pe2 Eb7 34 Ha8 Hf7 35
Bc82. 35 &d2 still retained
chances. The text move loses
quickly. 35... Ed7 36 Ha8c3 37
Fe3 b5 38 Eb8 a6 39 Hal8 Hd2
40 a7+ Hg841 H xab F{xc242
$d3 Hel 0-1.

10 Pirc Defence

1 e4 d6 2 d4 HOHf6 3 H)c3 gb.

This is the basic position of the Pirc defence, an opening which has
become very popular. The Pirc offers Black a rich choice, many
counterblows in the centre, while the possibility of castling on opposite
sides often leads to sharp play. The position is very similar to those in the
King’s Indian but with one essential difference—WHhite’s c-pawn has
remained on c2. It means that White is not so strong in the centre, but at
the same time not so vulnerable either. He quickly develops his pieces.
Black’s counterplay is mostly: a) an action on the Q-side (c6-b3), b) a
counterblow in the centre (c5), ¢) symmetrical pawn structure (with e5).

After the first moves White can
choose many lines:

A 4 f4—p. 121 A L
B4 fg5—p. 133 t )

C 4 f3-—p. 136 / 7.

D 4 H3—p. 141 % 4 ¢ﬁ¢ﬁ? :
E4 Qec2—p. 150 Y W

F 4 g3—p. 152 i

A

1 e4d6 2 d4 HH6 3 £H)c3 g6 4 4

(104) ical discussions and practical

White builds up a powerful pawn  examinations.
centre which allows him to take . Qg75 03
space with e at a proper moment. The alternatives are 5 ¢d and 5
IfBlack replies. . . e5 White willbe Q¢4 sec the games Bronstein-
able to open the f-file (playing fe or  Benko and Ljubojevie—Jansa).
f5). The variation is verv popular 5...0-06 5d3
and is often the subject of theoret- The other possibilitics are:
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6 Qct Hxe4 (6...c57ed—see
Velimirovic-Rajkovic) 7 Q xf7+
Bxt7 8 Hxed HB 9 0-0 h6 10
g3 e6 with a passive but firm
position.

6 {e3. This move has been
played in a couple of games and it is
difficult to assess it. 6 . . . b6!? seems
to be the best reply (6. . . £)c6 also
comes into consideration) and then
7 8d3 ¢5 (more precise than 7 . . .
Ab78(5c591g hg 10 d5) and now
8 e5is met by 8. .. &£g4, while on
other tries Black s position is solid,
too.

6 Q e2 was often played but after
the simple 6 . . . ¢5 Black has a good
game, e.g. 7 dc (in case of 7 d5 the
bestis 7. . .e6 8 de { xeb followed
by . d5) . ¥a5 8 0-0 (or 8
@dQ WxchH 9 @b?) Wh6 10 ¥d3
Bed etc) 8 ... Wxc5+ 9 Dhl
&bd7!. Black has built a strong sort
of a Sicilian position.

6 e5 de (for 6 ... HId7 see
Padevski-Matanovi¢) 7 de. White
dominates more space in the
coming ending, but it is not enough
to increase .the advantage.
(Interesting but not sufficiently
explored is 7 fe £Yd58 Qc4 fe69
We2—in case of 9 £)xd5 § xd5 10
Axd> ¥xd5 11 fe2 the best
reply is 11 ... b5 in order to
prevent ¢4— 9 ... Hixc3 10 be
A xcd 11 Wxct £Hd7 followed by

. &Yb6 and good play on the
black squares) 7 ... ¥Wxdl+ 8
SHxdl Hd8+ ( . gt 9 Pel
&6 10 h3 HHh6 11 He3 16 etc. is

also possible) 9 8d3 (or 9 el
He8 10 Qe3 &HHcb11 §b516)9. ..
He8 10 Fe2 Hchb 11 He3 Hb4
with good play.

. £c670-0

This is an improvement on the
earlier 7 ) e3 (see Savon-Donner) or
7e5 (see Parma-Keene, Matulovic-
Bronstein, Gligori¢-Quinteros,
Karpov-Nikolayevsky,and Suetin—
Zhidkov).

. 8g48e5

The alternatives are:

8 el Sacrificing a pawn and
hoping for an attack on the h-file,
but the idea is not correct: 8 . . .
A X139 B xf3 £)xd4 10 Hh3c6 11
5 Wb6 12 Fhl &HHgt and Black is a
pawn up and has the initiative.

8 De3 e5. Black must seek for
counterplay on the black squares. 9
de (weaker is 9 fe de 10 d5 &)d4 11
Wd2 Hyxf3+ or 11. .. A xf312gf
&Hh5 withanequalgameasin Hort—
Bobotsov, Noordwijk 1965— 12 gf
Ah3 13 B2 £Hh5 with excellent
play in Estrin~Muchnik, USSR
1967.0n9 He2thebestis9. . .ed 10
Hexd4 He8withstrong pressurcon
White’scentre) 9. . .de 10h3 ef 11
B x4 Qe6. The game is level.

8 £He2. This retreat cannot cause
any problems. 8 . ..¢5(8... &)b4
is also good) 9 fe de 10 d5 £)d4 and
in Tolush-Polugayevsky, USSR
1963, Black had at least equal
chances. '

8...de9de HNd5 10 h3

In case of 10 8d2 good is 10. . .
&Yd4 11 Qed ¢6, and if 10 £yxd5

Wxd511h3 Qe6(11... Ax{312
Wxf3 ¥xf3 13 Hx{3 Had8 14
Ad2 Hd7 15 Qc3 &)d4 is also
good enough for a level game, as in
Bagirov-Averbakh, USSR 1963)
12 ¥e2 Hfd8 13 Qe4 £)d4 and
Black has equalized; Markland-
Portisch, Hastings 1970 /71.

. £ixe3 11 be Jf5 12
He3.

See the game Parma-Eising. The
position is very interesting. White
controls more space, but with his
weak Q-side pawns he cannot hope
for a greater advantage.

Bronstein-Benko

Monte Carlo 1969

1 e4d62d4 5H16 3 5H)c3 g6 4 £4
Heg75e5de 5 ... HHd7 is also
possible. After 6 §e3 or 6 &){3
there is 6 . . . ¢5 breaking White’s
centre and after 6 £Ye4 Black had a
very good game in Bronstein—
Etruk, USSR 1962:6. . .0-0 7 5){3
c58c3cd9cd Hb6 10 He2 &b
11 0-0 Q6. The pawn sacrifice 6
ebfe 7 3 HB8 £Hg50-09 He3
&Hd5 ete,, as in  Rosenberg-
Kremenetsky, USSR 1972, yields
nothing. 6 de. The alternative is 6
feand after6. . . £Yd57 Qc4 (weak
is 7 &4t Hb4! threatening . ..
Wxd4and... @f5)7... Hxc3 8
bc 0-0 Black will seek his
counterplay on the white squares
(...&H,...5a5, ... Qebetc)
The text move offers the exchange
of queens at the cost of castling
which is compensated by the space

Pirc Defence 123

advantage and the temporarily
blocked @g7. 6 ... Wxdl+ 7
Sxdl. 7 Hyxdl £d5 is an easy
game for Black. 7. . . £ g4 Weaker
is 7 ... &Hd7 (Adorjan-Vadasz,
Budapest 1970) 8 £)d5 &d8 9 H)3
c6 10 He3 6 11 ef ef (or 11 ...
Axf6 12 Hgd) 12 Hicd Hc5 13
&Hd6 Qe6 14 15! with White’s
initiative in the endgame. 8 Pel
c6?! (105)

- /
By

/:l:/
//

Now White gets a better position.
His pieces will be better posted and
Black will have problems with his
knight on g4. Correct was 8 . . . {6
(oreven8...h5) 9h3 Hh6 10 efef
11 g4 fe6 and, controlling the
important diagonal a2-g8, Black’s
chances are level. 9 h3 £Yh6 10 g4
f611efefl2 Qc4! HNF7.0n12. ..
f5 follows 13 g5 &Ht7 14 Eh2 and
White’s position is superior. 13
Hh2!. An original and very strong
move, strengthening’ White’s ad-
vantage in space and develop-
ment. Black cannot castle because
of He2 and He7 and his king will
not feel comfortable in the centre.



124 Pirc Defence

13...5d614 3b3Hd8. 14. . .15
15 g5 &d8 was somewhat better. 15
5! He8+ 16 Hfl g52. B4 was
threatened, but this is a bad
defence. Better was 16 . . . £)Yd7 (or
. b6 17 4 Qa6+ 18 Hg2
fect) 17 A4 Hed5. Of course,
White is better, but the road to
victory is a long one. After 16. . . g5
another disadvantage is added to
Black’s present ones—h-file
problems. 17h4h6 18 /) f3 .)Hd719
Hd2 &c7 20 Hell. Black’s only
active piece is exchanged and
White’s bishop is bound for the
diagonal h2-b8 whence it takes
part in the direct attack. 20 ... b6
21 S xe8 £HHxe822 R el a6+ 23
gl 2824 §g3+.24 Hedisalso
strong. 24 ... 8d6 25 { xd6+
£1xd6 26 hg hg 27 Sh7 He8. 27
. fc4 offers more resistance.
Now the win 15 rather simple. 28
Heb OB 29 £\d4 a6 30 a4 Fd8
31 {d5! He8 32 O xc6 Hed 33
Dd5 He3 34 B eb H)xgd 35 Hed
EHd8 36 c4 Hge5 37 Hxf6 Sd6
38 Hed+ Hc7 39 Qd5 He8 40
Heb+ Hb8 41 HH)d6 FHg8 42 b3
&6 43 Hc7 £yxd5 44 cd 1-0.

Ljubojevi¢-Jansa

Skopje Olympiad 1972
1e4d62d4s OH6 3 £)c3 g6 4 f4
£g7 5 Qc4 c5!. This is the best,
although 5 ... &Yxe4 also comes
intc consideration (weakeris 5. ..
d56ed Hbd7 7 £H30-08 HeSand
White had the freer play in
Ljubojevic-Keene, Palma de

Mallorca 1971) 6 Q xf7+ x{7 7
Hyxed He8 8 £33 g8 9 0-0 HHd7
10 ¢3 b6 with a somewhat passive
but tough position. The text move,
however, refutes White's strategy
and Black seizes the initiative. 6 e5.
6dcismetby6... ¥abandif6d5
then 6 . . . 0-0 threatening . . . b3.
So 6 €5 is the best choice. 6 ...
A7 7-0\f3 cd. Weaker is 7 . ..
0-0 (see Velimirovic-Rajkovic). 8
Wxd4 0-0. As a matter of fact,
forced. 8 . .. £)cb, for example, is
refuted by @ x{7+. 9 ¥e4 £\c6 10
e6 fe 11 () xe6+ Hh8 12 We2
&\eb. The position which has arisen
can be assessed as somewhat better
for Black. His Qg7 is very strong
and his pieces are better posted. 13
B xc8 ¥xc8 14 0-0 W15 15 g3. If
15 Qe3 then 15 ... §eb with the
idea. . . &)d4 is not pleasant. 15. . .
d5 16 £Hdl d4 17 Hf2 Fae8 18
Hd3 Hxd3 19 cd £ b4 20 Hel e5
21 fe ZHxe5 22 g2 Wxfl+ 23
Wxfl Hxfl1+ 24 Hxfl B xel+
25 D xel &2+ 26 Hdl Hxal 27
b4l. (106)

/,:// m Wt
oy /,M

The combination has not yielded

more than an equal ending. 27 ...
218 28 (b2 O xb4 29 § xd4+
Sg8 30 A xal Hf7 31 Hc2 b5 32
fd4a6 33 g4 Pe634 Bg7 Db

and a draw was soon agreed.

Velimirovic-Rajkovit
Skopje 1971
1 e4 d6 2 d4 5XF6 3 5)c3 g6 4 £4
Dg75 H13c56e5 HDNId77 Hed
0-0? It does not seem to be a serious
mistake at first glance, but it allows
a devastating attack. Correct is 7
.. cd as in the previous game. 8 €6
£5Hb6. 8 ... fe 9 Qxe6+ Hh8 is
better, but Black thought he would
win back the pawn on {7 with good
game. 9 ef+ Hh8. (/07) Now 10
Qb3 is not possible and after 10
Be2 cd 11 Hxd4 Hcb 12 el
B xf7 Black has his counterplay.
But there is a surprise.

71

'/f 7
® Ein

10 h4!L. Black is hopelessly weak
on the h-file and this allows White
to leave his bishop en prise which
seems mad. 10... §g4.Or 10 . ..
Hyxc4 11 h5 H x{7 12 HHgd Hib 13
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hg 85 14 £d5! A xgb 15 Hyxfb ef
16 B xh7+! &8 17 Hxgi+. Or
.. &b6 12 hg h6 135 § xf5 14
&Hhd ¥d7 15 @ xh6! fxh6 16
¥h5 and White wins. The text
move is an attempt to stop the h-
pawn, but it fails. 11 h5! gh. It is
interesting to notice that 11 ...
&yxc4 again.does not work: 12 hg
h3 13 ¥d3 H)b6 14 Exh5+!
A xh5 15 W5 winning. 12 Je2
Wd7 13 Hg5 h6 14 § xg4 ¥rxgd
15 ¥d3! White is playing in great
style.15.. . hg 16 Wg6h417 Hed.
The last blow. &xgh and &HI2
catching the queen cannot be
parried. Black has nothing better
than the text. 17 ... HAxf7 18
Hxgh g3+ 19 Hfl Hxf4+ 20
A xf4 ¥xfa+ 21 De2 Wgd+ 22
el g3+ 23 BHdl Wegdt+ 24
Dcl Wi+ 25 Hbl W xg5. White
has escaped the perpetual check
and Black has nothing better. If 25
. &g8 then 26 ¥h7+ followed
by Heb+. 26 Wxgdh N8BT 27
Hxh4+ Sg8 28 Hgd 1-0.

Padevsky-Matanovit

Havana Olympiad 1966
1e4d62d4 50Hf63 HNe3 gb4 14
Hg7 5 HI3 00 6 5 Hfd7.
Maintaining the tension, Black’s
idea is to shatter White’s pawn
centre by . .. c5. 7h4. In reply to
Black’s plan White is hurrying up
his K-side attack. On 7 &gb the
best replyis 7...c5!' 8 e6cd 9 ed
B xd7 10 He4 d5 with a strong
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pawn mass in the centre which
compensates for the piece, while 7 €6
fe 8 h4 £)f6 9 & d3 offers chances to
both sides with interesting play. The
most solid seems tobe 7 § ¢4 2\b6 (7
... €3 transposes into Velimi-
rovic-Rajkovit) 8 fe2 de 9 fe £cb
10 0-0 with better chances for
White. 7. . .c58h5cd9 ¥ xd4.The
piece sacrifice after 9 hg leads into
complications favourable to Black: 9

..dc10gf+ Bxf711 Qc44n8!12
g5 eb 13 Hyxf7 Gxf7 14 5 Wad!
andtheattackisrepulsed.9. . .del0
A2 e4!. White’s intention was to
transfer the queen to an attacking
position and Black reacts the best
way. He does not allow the opening
of the f-file and wins a tempo for
development. 11 £g5. After 11
ANyxed HH6 12 LHyxfb+ ef 13 hg
He8+ 14 8 e3 fg Black would have
anexcellentgame. 11...5)f612hg

hg 13 ¥h4. White’s attack has lost
much of its strength. After 13 @ c4
Black defends his position with 13
. &6 14 ¥hd Wd4! 15 Hicxed
Hd8!'16 Q xf7+ &f8andin case of
15 £Yd5 the best is 15 ... Hd8 16
Nxf6+ ef 17 %17 ¥ xc4 18 £Hyxd8
Hyxd8 19 ¥Wh7+ 17 20 Bh6 {5
21 g4 Q xg4 22 ¥x g6+ BB and
White has nothing. On 13 Hcxed
thesimplestis13. . . &yxe4 14 Hxed
¥d4.13. . . ¥d4.Hedoesnotallow
LA c4and at the same time frees d§ in
ordertobeabletomeet 14 Hcxed by
. 8d8. 14 HHb5 ¥bh6 15 { c4

A g4 16 £5? Winning an exchange
but forgetting the dangerous pawn

mass he is creating. Better was 16
&3 threatening £d5, although
Black beats the attack by 16 ...
LA h5.Incaseof 16 £Yh7Black would
havel16... Hc8.16...gf17 Hh7
Hbd7 18 Hxf8 H\xf8 19 &3
Hc8. White’s attack is stopped and
Black seizes the initiative. 20 3 b3.
20 fe2 was better because the
bishop will be out of play on b3. 20

. €6 21 ¥f2 Wxf2+ 22 Hxf2
£Hg6 23 Qe3 424 Q xa7 e3+ 25
f xe3. (108) If the king moves,
Black replies 25 ... &d7
threatening to take on ¢3 or play
Ea8. White is trying to reduce the
material but Black finds a tactical
solution which is both pretty and
strong.

108
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. Bxc3! 26 be Hed+ 27
gl fe 28 Jcd Q xc3 29 Hbl.
This hastens the end, but White’s
position cannot be saved. 29 ...
£d2 30 B xb7 Hxct 31 HcT e2
32 Hf2 fd4+ 33 g3 el 34
Hc8+ Pg7 35 Hel He5+ 36
D2 Hdl+ 37 &gl Hg3 38
Hxe2  xe20-1.

Savon-Donner

Cienfuegos 1973

1 e4d6 2 d4 HHf6 3 53 gb 4 14
g7 5 H3 00 6 Qd3 H)e6 7
fe3. White develops the bishop
and defends d4. On 7 ... Qg4 he
would reply 8 h3, but the position of
the bishop offers Black active
operations in the centre. 7. . . g4
8 Qgle59fe. After 9 d5 @d4 10
h3 &Hh6 11 Hxd4 ed 12 He2 5
Black has excellent counterplay. 9
...de 10 d5 £hd4 11 h3 5Hh6 12
Wd2 £5. Black’s action in the centre
and on the king’s wing is just in
time, his counterplay is rich. 13
0-0-0 fe 14 () xed4 Hh5 15 el
Hxf3 16 JAxf3 Hde 17 {ed
Af5. Simple and logical. In
Gipslis-Etruk, USSR 1966, Black
played the weaker 17 . .. ¢6? and
after 18 g4! had problems with his
bishop. 18 &bl {i xed 19 ¥ xe4
wd7 20 fh2 Hae8. Bad was
20 ... Hf2 21 A xed Qxed 22
Wxed Hxc2 23 Hed and White
wins. The text move finishes
development, defends e5 and
prepares for Q-side action with . . .
b5. 21 Hhel b5 22 g4 H52)
The ending after 22 . .. ¥xg4 23
hg would be advantageous to
White because the knight reaches
e4 in time and controls the key
squares and threatens c¢3. The text
move, however, implies an
exchange sacrifice. 22 . . . ¥d8 was
good and if 23 e then 23 . . . b4.
23 £e4 b4. The threat was ¢3 and
it was forced. 24 Hg3 Wad.
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Naturally, not 24 . . . 51725 Wxd7
A xd7 26 Exd4 winning. 25 b3
Wd726 L\ x£5gf27 #g5.28 § x5
1s threatened and if 27 ... ¥xd5
there is 28 W x{5 ¥Wxg2 29 H xd4.
27...14.(109) Black threatens now
totake ondd or to transfer the knight
to ¢3 via bs.

1 /
ﬁ/ﬁ/

28 H xd4!ed 29 X xeB+ ¥ xe8
30 O xf4. White is a pawn up, but
Black can find counterplay on the
diagonal al-h8 and he does so by
his next move. 30...d3 31 §d2?
Winning chances would be
preserved by 31 cd! %"{el+ 32 Hc2
W3+ 33 Sdl Wxd3+ 34 Hd2.

. We2! 32 wWd8+ (18 33
Wes+ Qg7 34 %d8+ {18 -1

Parma-Keene

Dortmund 1973

1 e4g62d4 5Hf6 3 5)c3 d6 4 £4
De75 503006 Hd3 £)c67 e5.
White reacts immediately in the
centre trying to take as much space
as he can and push the opponent
into a defensive position. 7. ..de 8
de 0H)d5 9 Qd2. Black has no
difficuldes after 9 £Yxd5 ¥ xdj 10
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We2 Qg4 11 Qet Wab+ 12 §d2
Wbt 13 Ac3 Had8 14 W2 f6etc. 9

« Hcb4. Weaker is 9 . . . £yxc3
10 Axc3 85 11 § x5 Wxdl+
12 B xd1 gf 13 Hd7 Hac8 14h3 h6
15 e6 Hfd8 16 Hxd8+ £Hyxd8 17
£d4 QA8 18 b4 and White had a
superior ending in Hort-Donner,
Skopje 1972. Or 9 ... &)db4 10
fHet B 11 Hxc6b with better
prospects for White. 9 ... &Ybb6 is
an interesting possibility. 10 Qe4
b6 11 a3. If 11 We2 immedi-
ately, then 11 . . . {5 and the text is
necessary. 11 ... £a6 12 We2
£)e5 13 0-0-0. White has developed
his pieces harmoniously and Black’s
queen is exposed on the d-file. Black
must play precisely not to fall into
difficulties. 13. .. Hixed 14 Hxed
wWd5!. (710

;/
‘1

/// @/
7 «a’%
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Black enters complications
implying the sacrifice of the queen.
. WeB and 15 ... Qd7 with

play on the white squares came into
consideration. 15 He3. Avoiding
15 8b4 Wa2 16 £c3 ¥al+ 17
&d2 Hd8+ 18 &e3 Hxdl 19
Exdl ¥xb2 20 &f2 (20 Hbl

£d5+) 20 ... a5 21 Hbl ¥xbl
22 2yxb1 ab and Black would have
compensation for the material. The
text offers a sure advantage. 15...
WWed 16 Wxed DHyxet 17 Hd5
He4?, Better was 17 ... Hyxd2,
since after 18 Hyxe7+ Hh8 19
Bxd2 fg4 Black has
compensation in the pair of bishops
and threatens ... Q xf3 followed
by ... @8h6. 18 Qb4 c6 19
Hxe7+ SHh8 20 F hel. White has
won a pawn, but he has o
overcome some difficulties because
of the knight on e7. 20... @ x£32.
This makes White’s job easier.
Correct was 20 . .. Hfe8, keeping
the bishop. 21 gf Hfd8 22 X xd8+
Bxd8 23 b3 Hb6 24 5. This
solves White’s little difficulties and
simple technique is good enough to
win. 24... A h6+ 253Hb2 £)a8 26
Ad6 Hf4. Or 26 ... Qg7 27 16
D xf6 28 ef H xd6 29 £H)5 Hd8 30
Hh6 followed by 31 He7. 27 Hed
A xh2 28 fg fg 29 Hh4 (g3 30
Hxgb+ Hg7 31 Hge hg 32
Bxg3 Hb6 33 c4 Zh8 34 Hc5
Bh2+ 35 &c3 Hd7 36 ) xa7
N8 37 4 SHf7 38 1d3 Pe8 39
Hd6 Hh3+ 40 b4 Hf3 41 116
A7 42 B xgb Hxf4 43 e6 HH\f8
44 Hg8 1-0.

Matulovie-Bronstein

Sarajevo 1971
letg62d4 §g73 HH\c3d6 414
M6 5 DHf3 006 Hd3 £5\c6 7 e5
de 8de 5Hd59 2d2 Jg4. Black’s

intention is toshatter White's centre

by ... f6 and the last move is a
useful introduction. 10 {} e4 £Yx¢3
11 Q xe3 ¥xdl+ 12 Exdl f6.
Black has carried out his plan.
However, White has the means to
retain a small advantage in the
endgame. 13 0-0 fe?!. After 13 .
Axf3 14 Q13 fe 15 fe HHxed 16
fxb7 White’s pair of bishops
could become too powerful, but the
text is not good either because it
opens the position and that favours
White. Correct was 13 ... Had8
keeping the balance. 14 fe §h6?.
This is already a serious mistake
after which White seizes the
initiative. Better was 14 ... &h8
preventing the following
manoeuvre. 15 §d5+ &h8.0On 15
. ¢6 strong is 16 { xc6 be 17
Hd7. 16 h3 Qf5 17 e6+ $g8.
Weak is 17 ... Qg7 due to 18
Dxg?+ SHxg7 19 fxc6 bec 20
Hd7 etc. 18 & xcb?!, Better was 18
Ab3,eg 18... N4 19 Bd7 Qd6
20 £\g5 -threatening £HY7 with-a
dangerous initiative. 18 ... be 19
&Hed Hf6! 20 Hdel. After 20
Qyxch Hxeb6, Black covers all his
weaknesses. 20 ... Qi xeb. 20 ...
B xe6 did not work owing to 21 g4
[xc2 22 HYT Qe3+ 23 Exe3
21 503 D422 [ xfBefl. (111)
Only the sacrifice of the
exchange keeps the balance. After
. f xf1 23 H xe7 the ending
would be hopeless. 23 Hf2 Fd8.
Black has enough material for the
exchange but his shattered Q-side
pawn formation demands precise
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play. 24 b3 Q7 25 Fife2 c5 26
Hed 018127 c3.1f27 Ha4 then 27
...c4and 28 b4 is met by 28 . ..
£e8.27... 5d328 H4e3 d829
£ 3e2 a5! Black’s idea is to reduce
the (O-side material with . . . c4, but
he had to prepare it preventing b4.
30 5)d2 EHd3 31 HHe4 5 32 6+
D7 33 HeB+ L xe8 34 Fixed
Exc335 Hdl 2d636 Ha8ct37
bc Hxc4 38 Hxad Hc2. White
has created a passed pawn but
Black’s active pieces offer sufficient
counterplay to secure a draw. 39
Shlh540 Hal $f641 HabPg5
42 a4 Qe5 43 Hel 41

Gligori¢—Quinteros

Vinkovei 1970
1d4d62e4 EHI63 Hc3 g6 414
[g75530-06 3d3 £\c67 5
de 8 fe. White opens the f-file but
allows pressure on d4. 8... &gt
Spassky’s idea. Black wants to
undermine the centre with ... {6
without any loss of time because he
attacks d4 now (which is not the
case after 8. . . £)d5). 9 Qet. After
9 &e2 16! 10 efef 11 h3 £H)h6 12 ¢3
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He8 13 Qf4 D5 Black had the
better game in Kuijpers—Spassky,
Beverwijk 1967.9...f6 10 h3. 10
efef 11 0-0 &e7 12 §d3 Hh8 13
h3 &\h6 14 Qe3 &ef5! gives Black
a good game. 15 32 He8 is quite
pleasant. 10 ... £)h6 11 Qd5+
Hh8 12 00 05?2, Black is
maintaining the tension in the
centre, but it was better to show his

cards immediately with 12. . .fe 13

de £)f7. White can sacrifice a pawn
by 14 34 &HHfxed 15 H)xe5 Hxed
16 ¥e2 keeping. a lead in
development, while 14 6 &fe5 15
Hxed5 B xfl+ 16 ¥xfl Hyxe5 17
D4 ¥%d6 is weak and Black has the
better of it. 13 Hel. (/12

13 3 xc6 be 14 Hel fe 15 de c5
gives nothing—Black has solved all
the difficulties. The text move
maintains the tension which
favours White. Black has no good
continuation and decides on
numerous exchanges. 13 ...
Hfxd4 14 Hxd4 Hxd4 15 ¥xd4
e6?l. After this the position
becomes difficult. 15 ... ¢6 was

better, although White keeps the
advantage with 16 §f4 cd 17 e6!.
16 ef O xf6 17 ¥c5 ed 18 Qh6.
We begin to feel that the black
squares on the king’s wing and their
weakness is the main motive of
White’s play. 18. .. Bf719 &£)xd5
b6 20 ¥e3!. Owing to the threat
e84+, Black has no time to avoid
the exchange of the 316 and so the
weakness of his king will be felt even
more. 20 ... Ab7 21 Hx6 ¥ xf6
22 Hfl. 22 ¥e8+ EHIB8 23 A xfB
Hxe8 24 £ xe8 ¥c6.22... Wcb
23 g5 B xfl1+ 24 H xfl Pg8 25
Lf£2. Defending g2 and ¢2 and
preparing for the decisive attack on
the black squares. 25 ... ¥d6 26
Hd2 ¥c5+. Black has no better
choice than to enter an endgame
with bishops of opposite colour, but
the endgame is also lost, because
White’s pieces are too active and
Black’s K-side is weakened
seriously. 27 ¥xc3 bec 28 Hd7
Hc8 29 c4!. Fixing the pawn on ¢5
after which Black cannot avoid
material losses. 29 ... et 30
Hg7+ $Hh8 31 He7 Qbl 32 a3
Ra233 N4 §xct 34 Q xc7ab
35 Qe5+ g8 36 Dg7+ Hf8 37
BExh7 Qf7 38 Zh8+ Qg8 39
f2 Hf7 40 g4. A pawn up
requires not so difficult a
realization. 40 ... Heb 41 Hc3
De742 $g3 Q643 Bh7+ Qf7
44 Qf4 11d8 45 he FHd5 46 Sh
NeB47 HgBcd48 Qb+ SdB49
et Hdl 50 Pe5 Hgl 51 Peb
1-0.

Karpov-Nikolayevsky

Leningrad 1971

ledg62de Qg735c3d6414
65 £H\f30-06 Qd3 £HH)c67 e5
de 8 fe £Hh5. The idea of the move
is the same as with ... g4, but
there is a difference: Black’s knight
controls the black squares on the
king's wing and White cannot
chaseit. 9 3 e3.0n9 £e2 good is 9
...[6. After9 fed Bt 10 fe3 B
11 ef £yxf6 12 § xc6 be 13 0-0
&£\d5 Black has a level game. An
interesting continuation is 9 fe2
and then 9 ... Qg4 10 §e3 6 11
e6 Hbs 12 0-0 Hd5 13 Hxdd
¥xd5 14 c4 ¥xe6 15 ¥b3 with
compensation for the pawn and
chances for both sides. 9... Sg4
10 Qe4. This prevents ... 6
but allows other possibilities. 10. . .
&h8. Black is consistent and
makes ready for ... 6, but 10 . ..
&¥a) also came into consideration,
eg. 11 Qe2 ¢5 12 d5 fxf3 13
Axf3 Hct 14 We2 Hxed 15
LQ xh5 gh 16 ¥xh5 5! with sharp
play and chances for both sides as in
Sax-Botterill, Graz 1972. 11 Wd2
£6 12 ef O x£6 13 0-0. White has
come out of the opening with a
slightly better position owing to
somewhat better posted pieces, but,
playing correctly, Black can keep
the balance. 13 ... Q xf3?! The
first imprecision. Black intends to
carry out ... e5 and gives up the
pair of bishops, but it was better to
prepare it with 13 ... ¥d7
followed by 14 . .. Hae8. 14 B xf3
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e5 15 d5 £Yd4 16 H¥1. Black has

realized his intention, but he feels
the lack of the white-squared
bishop and his €5 pawn could
become weak. 16. .. Y5 17 {2,
17 &e4 also promised an
advantage, but White preserves his
bishops. 17 ... &6 18 (b3
Dg52. An error leading into
difficulties. The e5 pawn will
become weaker. Correctwas 18 . . .
Heg?7 and ... Hgfb stll with
enough counterplay. 19 ¥el We7
20 SHyet HHxed 21 ¥rxed 4 22
We2 Haf8 23 FHael a5. 23 ...
16 offers more resistance; €5
is falling. 24 3. But not
immediately 24 ¥rxe5” ¥xe5 25
Hxe5 Q6 followed by . . . a4 and
Black wins material. 24.. . 6. If
now 24 ... Qf6 then 25 g3 Hf5 26
Dc2 Begd 27 Qe3 etc. 25 Wxed
¥ xe526 H xeb Hg4. In case of 26
.'&e4 27 Hxgd! wins since 27
. &yxgd 28 Qd4+ g8 29 d6+
does not work and Black would
have to enter the text. 27 Hxg5
Eyx£2 (113). It seems that Black’s
threats are dangerous. However,
the next move destroys his hopes.

113
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28 & c4!. This prevents 28 ...
&Hh3+ and the rook ending after 28

. H xc429 B xf2 is lost for Black.
28...a429 Hg3!a330b3 e 31
B xf4 B xf432 He3 £)d633 3d3
E£734c4b635g3 g7 36be D6
37312 5d738 R e250Hf539 H xa3
De5 40 g4 Hh4 41 He3+ 1-0.

Suetin—-Zhidkov

Kaliningrad 1972

ledg62d4 Qg73 H)e3d64 14
65 HHYf3 0-0 6 {§d3 £)c6 7 €5
de 8 fe £)d5. The most logical and
the best at this point. The exchange
on d5 is forced and Black’s queen
takes its central position. 9 £ixd5
Wxd510c3 Qeb. Weakeris 10. . .
6 11 We2 Hh8 12 Qcd ¥d8 13 ef
ef 14 0-0 with better play for
White, while after 10 ... {g4 11
h3 Qxf3 12 ¥xf3 ¥xf3 13 gf
White has the better ending. 11
¥e2.Bad is 11 ¢4 ¥d7 12d5 &Hbe
13 Abl Qg4 and White’s centre
will break. 11... Had8 12 £)g5?
(114). A mistake allowing the
following tactical blow. Correct
was 120-016 13 efef 14 Hed Wcd
with a level game.
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12. .. Hxd4!. Lightning from a
clear sky! The piece sacrifice will
give Black excellent play on the
open diagonals and files, not
counting the pawns. 13 cd ¥xd4
14 Lyxeb. If the bishop retreats
White has to reckon with . .. §c4
or ... fg4 So the text is
practically forced. The trouble is it
opens the f-file. 14 ... fe 15 Qc4
D xe5 16 g3. 16 ... ¥Whi+ was
threatened and in case of 16 fe3
Black has 16 ... Wh4+ 17 @f2
Bxf2 18 Wxf2 Wxct with
decisive advantage. 16... Hf2l. A
new blow after which White’s
destiny is determined. Thus 17
B xeb+ BHh8 18 We3 Hxh2!! 19
E xh2 ¥Wd1+ 20 Hf2 B8+ or 17
Weld Wrxcd 18 Wrxed HH 19 We2
Wb+ 20 §d2 ¥xb2 etc. White
finds an easier way to die. 17 ¥ x£2
¥dl mate.

Parma-Eising
Mannheim 1975
1 e4 d6 2 d4 OHf6 3 L)c3 g6 4 £
De755030-06 d3 £5HH)c670-0
Het 8 5 de 9 de &H)d5 10 h3
Hxc3 11 be {15 12 §e3. White
develops a piece, not losing time on
B xf5, because after 12 . .. ¥xdl
13 B xdl gf 14 £)d4 Z1d8 15 Qe3
&Hxd4 16 cd eb6 Black has good
chances to equalize in the coming
ending. 12 ... ¥d7. Weaker is 12
.. 8 xd313cd ¥d5 14 c4 Wa515
¥b3 because White is stronger in
the centre. 13 ¥e2 Had8 14 Hadl
QA xd3. Now it is all right to take

because Black is able to parry the
advance of the central pawns and
has counterplay on the white
squares. 15 ed b5 If 15 . .. ¥d5
immediately there is 16 c4 followed
by 17 d4. 16 d4 ¥d5 17 c4. White
must play energetically. 17 ...
£ad> was an unpleasant threat,
since it would give strong control on
the white squares. 17 ... be 18
Eel Had 19 §d2 e6 20 § xa5
Wxab 21 ¥xc4 Jh6. Black has
blocked the pawns on the black
squares and takes the opportunity
to attack them, forcing the
weakening of White’s king position.
22 g3 Hd7 23 Ebl EHfd8. On 23

. Wa3 follows 24 Hf2 and 25
Hb3. 24 a4 a6. 25 Hb5 was a
disagreeable threat. 25 EHfcl {8
26 ¥c6 (115). Bad is 26 Bb7 due
t026...c5!27 HExd7 Hxd728dc
Hd5 and Black would seize the
initiative. Now 27 HXb7 is
threatened but Black finds enough
counterplay after the following
sacrifice.

26... O xd4] 27 HHxd4 E xd4.
The open position of White’s king

Pirc Defence 133

helps Black to keep the balance. 28
Eb8 Hd3!. 28 ... ¥d2 loses to 29
¥Wc3. 29 We8. But not 29 Wc5?
Hdl+ 30 &f2 wd2+ and Black
mates. 29 ... Hxg3+ 30 Hh2
Wd2+ 31 Qxg3 Wed+ 11

B
1e4d62d4 5)f63 H\e3g64 Ng5
(116).

A flexible developing move,
preparing for long castling. It
usually leads to castling on opposite
sides. One of the main ideas White
has in mind is the possibility of
exchanging the black-squared
bishops after ¥d2 and §h6. The
exchange weakens Black’s defence,
so Black postpones castling and
immediately builds an action on the
Q-side (usually with .. . c6and. ..
b5).

4... 8g75 wd2.

For 5 {4 see R. Byrne-Parma. In
case of 5 e5the bestis 5. .. Hfd7 6
f4 (6edcd 7 X3 h6! 8 A e3—weak
is8 Rh4f5—8...546)6...67
efef 8 h40-09 4 c4+ &h8 10
Hge2 &Heb 11 0-0 Hb6 12 Ab3
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d5!. White’s bishops are not active
and Black stands well.

5...c6.

5 ... h6 also comes into
consideration (see Hecht—Parma).

6 f4.

The alternatives are: a) 6 Qh6
when the best replyis6. .. @2 xh67
¥Wxh6 Wab followed by b5; b) 6 {3
¥ab (or immediately 6 ... b5) 7
0-0-0h6 8 Re3 Hbd7 9 bl b5
10 ¥el Eb8 with equal chances, as
in Damjanovi¢-Etruk, Tallinn
1969; c¢) 6 0-0-0 h6 7 Qe3 Wad
with the idea . .. b5, ... &§ibd7.

6...0-0.

This is possible now because
White closed the diagonal cl-h6.
White is strong in the centre and
has a spatial advantage, but Black’s
position is tough, with no
weaknesses.

7 &£H3.

7 0-0-0 is pointless now because
Black seizes initiative on the
queen’s wing, e.g. 7 ... bd> 8 €5
(Black is also better after 8 Qd3
¥a5 9 bl b4 10 &ce2 {Hab
etc.) 8 ... b4! 9 ef ef (a frequent
motif in these positions) 10 4 h4 b
11 ¥xc3 ¥Wb6 12 &3 &)a6 13
fQc4 d5 and in Nikitin-Liberzon,
USSR 1963, Black had a clear plan
on the queen’s wing while White’s
attack on the other side was
stopped. 7...b58 Qd3. Ife5 then

.b4. 8 ... Qeg#l. This is an
improvement on the earlier ...
&Hbd7. In Browne-Hort, Madrid
1973, Black had equal chances after

8...0g49f5b410He2 Hbd7 11
0-0 ¢5.

R. Byrne-Parma

San Juan 1969

1e4d62d4 563 Hc3gb4 Qgd
D g75f4. A continuation aiming to
push Black’s pieces into a passive
position. Black has no worries after
5 ¥e2 h6 6 Qh4 c6 7 0-0-0 Wad
with counterplay on the queen’s
wing. Canal-Parma, Reggio
Emilia 1966, went: 8 e5? de 9 de
&Hh510 Hel Qe6 11 HHh3 £Hd7 12
g4 Qxe513gh Q xc3 14 be Wal+
15 &d2 0-0-0 16 Pe3 ¥xc3+
and White resigned. Instead of €3
better was 8 f4, but Black has a very
good game playing 8 ... &Hh5! 9
W3 &Hyxf4 10 ¥xf4 g5 11 ¥e3
QAf6etc.5...h6.5. . .c5would be
too early dueto6e5and 5...0-0
would attract 6 e5 again. The text
chases the Dbishop to a less
convenient position. 6 {h4 c5.
There is more sense in it now
because Black’s knight occupies hd
with gain of tempo. 7 e5. After 7 dc
a5 8 Wd2 ¥ xc5 we have a sort of
Sicilian, while 7 d5 Wa) gives
Black a good game. 7 ... £}h3 8
dec. Weak is 8 £Yd5 cd 9 Qb5+
Dd710 Q xe7 ¥ad+ 11 b4 Wxb5
12 &7+ Hxe7 13 Hxb5 Q xb5
and Black has too much material
for thequeen. 8...Hxf4. 8. . . de
9 ¥xd8+ Pxds 10 0-0-0+ Qd7
11 fe fxe5 12 &3 H xc3 13 be
&b 14 fHc4 leads into a bad
ending. Black is behind with his

development and his king is
exposed. 9 ed g5 10 Q12 0-0 11
Wd2. 11 g3 g6 12 Wd2 ed 13
0-0-0 %614 cd Qg4 15 d4 He5
with  unclear play as in
Mednis-Parma, Noristown 1973.
11... £&)c6 12 0-0-0 ¥a5?. Black
is seeking counterplay on the Q-
side, but White refutes his plan
simply. Correct was 12 . . . ed with
compensation for the pawn. The
threatis. .. § xc3, ... ¥xc3 and

. &Hb4. 13 a3. 13 d7? loses to 13

. 2xd7 14 ¥xd7 @ xc3 15 be
Bfd8 16 ¥Wxb7 Wa3+ 13... ed
14 HHb5! (117).

2,
G

87

17 %1
/,,.

%’ ?/

/Qx

\ \\
\\\
- 2\\\

N

NN
NN

This is the refutation. White
forces a won ending. 14... Qg4.
After 14 ... ¥Wxd2+ 15 Bxd2 dc
16 &Hc7 EHb8 17 Hxc5 an
exchange is lost. 15 ¥xa5 £)xa5
16 Hxd6 Hfc8 17 5d2 b6 18 g3
£Hg619b4be. 19 . . . £)cb loses to
20 &Hd6 Fc721 fg2 Fb822 HbS
Hce8 23 Q@ xcb Hxcb 25 Hyxa7
etc. Now White is a piece up and
that is all there is to it. 20 ba Jab8
21 h3 Qe6 22 Hxa7 §b2+ 23
2dl Qc3 24 H)xc8 Hbl+ 25
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De2 A xd2 26 Hxd2 Hxfl 27
De2 Qecd+ 28 el £5 29 Hh2
£2a6 30 2)b6 7 31 2\f3 Hal 32
&d2 Hxal 33 Del LHe5 34
A xc5 Hxg3 35 Ad6 H)f3+ 36
HxE3 B x£337 c4 Pe638 O c5f4
39 Hc2 D540 A b4h541 c5 He3
42 £\d5 Re5 43 H\c7 Qb7 44 a6
fQett 45 $d2 He7 46 5H)b5
Bd7+ 47 £d6+ 1-0.

Hecht-Parma
Vriac 1973

le4d62d4 5X63 5\c3g64 Jgb
Qg7 5 ¥d2. White prepares to
castle long and for 3 h6.5...h6.
Thwarting White’s plan with § h6
and forcing the retreat of the bishop.
6 Q.e3. Also possible is 6 34 g5 7
283 5Hh580-0-0c69 fc4 Hbd7
with sharp play, or 6 §h4 0-0 7
0-0-0c68f4b59e5bdetc. 6...
g7 Q F4 5)\c6. Attackingd4 and
preparing for. . . €3, butsimpleris 7
..e58de £Yxe590-0-0 Hbeb 10
h3g5 11 Qe31512 4 gf 13 4 xf4
Qeb6 14ef @ xf515 Be2 Wd7 with
level play, as in Lutikov-Parma,
Sarajevo 1969. 8 h3. If 8 d5 Black
replies8. ..e59 Qg3 Hd4 10 H)d1
c6 with a good game. 8. ..e5!9de
Hgxe5 10 0-0-0 Qe6? (/18). An
error leading into an inferior
position. He should have played 10
gd! 11 fQe3 5 with unclear
play and chances for both sides.
11 &)d5. Black cannot castle
short, while the knight from d5
cramps Black and he can hardly
find a good plan. 11 ... ¥d7 12
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{e3. Threatening 4. 12...g513
g3 5. Seeking chances in active
play in the centre and on the king’s
wing. 14 f4 5Hf7 15 ef { xf5 16
A b52!, With this move the bigger
part of the advantage has gone.
Possible was 16 fg hg 17 @ xg5!
since on 17 ... &xg5 18 ¥xg5
B h6 there is 19 £)Y6+. 16... . ab.

6. ..0-0-0 wasstill forbidden due
to 17 f xc6. 17 §d3. 17 Ha4still
gave some advantage. Black has
caught his breath and simplifies the
position. 17... §e7% 17...0-0-0
was weak again because of 18 Q b6!
18 HYxe7 f xd3 19 ¥xd3 Wxe7
20 23 gf 21 ( xf4 0-0-0. Black
has solved the main problem and
the position is approximately level.
22 %5+ Wd7 23 Hhd Qe5 24
bl § xf4 25 & xf4 £)ed 26 g4
x5 27 B xf5 Hdg8 28 b3 Hgb
29 Hdfl &d7 30 Sd2 He8 31
HExgb hg 32 H3 Hf7 33 5HHd4
£e5 34 M3 07 34

C
1 e4d62d4 HHI6 3 HH)c3 g6 413,

Similar to the Samisch variation
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of the King’s Indian; White
strengthens the centre preparing for
a pawn attack on the king’s wing.
Black’s strategy is similar to that we
analysed under B. Before castling
he gets ready for Q-side action.
However, Black must be cautious
not to weaken his position too
much.

4...cb.

Black can play ... Qg7
immediately as in Klovan-
Karasev and Hartston-Torre.

5 fe3 Hbd7.

. ¥b6 is also good (see
Savon-Dely).

6 ¥d2 b5 7 HHge2.

For 7 &h3 see Jimenez-
Botvinnik. The other continuat-
ions do not cause any worries to
Black:

a) 7 a4. This is not appropriate to
the position. White is ready to castle
long and now he opens the play on
the queen’s wing. 7 ... b4 8 £§)d1
a5 9 Hh6 (Lebedev-Botvinnik,
USSR 1963, went 9 §d3 e5 10
£e2 {g7110-00-012c3d5! with
excellent play for Black) 9 ...

Axh6 10 ¥xh6 Wb6 11 £e2
£2a6 12 ¥d2 0-0 13 He3 ¢5 and
Black is better again. It is evidently
dangerous to change plans.
b) 7 @d3. This is not appropriate
either. The bishop is only in the
way of other pieces and it closes the
d-file unnecessarily. 7. . . §b78g4
(If White continues 8 £)ge2 Black’s
plan willbe . .. §g7,...0-0
a6 and . . . c5; a plan White cannot
well thwart.) 8. ..e59 g5 &Hh5 10
&ee2 Qg7 11 ¢3 a6, With his
flexible centre (he can carry out. . .
cdor. . .d>5) Black has the better of
1t.
c)7g4 Hb68g5 Hh59 Hd3e5 10
a4 b4 11 £Yce2 a5 12 ¢3 b3. This is
Romanishin-Jansson, Goteborg
1971. It is difficult to evaluate the
position. Both opponents have
weaknesses.

7...5b68b3 Wc79g4e510
Qg2b411 £H)d1a5120-0c513d5
h5 14 g5 HAT.

The prospects are about equal as

in Hennings-Smyslov, Havana
1967.

Klovan-Karasev
Leningrad 1971
1e4d62d4 X563 &HHc3gh 413
fg7 5 Agh 5 HBe3 is not

dangerous either, as we shall see
later on. 5 ... £Ybd7 6 ¥d2 c6.
Having prepared the advance of
the b-pawn, Black is ready against
White’s long castling, while White
has nothing real in the centre or on
the king’s wing. 7 0-0-0. No
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problems after 7 & ge2 b5 8 §h6
2.xh6 9 ¥xh6 Wc7 10g4 Qb7 11
£g3 Hb6 12 0-0-0 0-0-0 13 g5
OHd7 14 4 Hb8 15 He2 b4 16
&bl ¢5 17 ¥g7 Hdf8 18 d5 hé
19 h4 and in Suetin-Gipslis, Thilisi
1967, a draw was agreed. 7 ...
a5 8 &bl b5 9 §h6. After 9
&Hh3 Black plays 9 ... &)b6 10
2h6  xh6 11 ¥xh6 §xh3! 12
¥xh3 £)a4! with counterplay on
the queen’s wing. 9 ... { xh6 10
¥ xh6 b4 11 Hce2 Hab 12 Hh3
5. Black has developed his pieces
harmoniously and White must be
cautious not to fall into difficulties.
13 dc ¥xc5 14 Hd4?l It was
better to retreat the queen to d2.
Now Black exchanges bishops and
plays. . . a5 without loss of time. 14
oo Axfl 15 Bhxfl a5. The
initiative is in Black’s hands. 16
Hb3 et 17 HF4? White is
playing carelessly and Black’s
advantage is becoming dangerous.
Correctwas 17 e3andif17. . .a4
then 18 Wd4. Now the queen
remains out of play and Black can
make use of that fact. 17...a4 18
Hel EHe5 19 b3, Preventmg
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b3 but allowing a winning
combination. Better was 19 £){d3
b3 20 cb ab 21 ab £)xb3 22 Hyxb3
#xb3 23 £Hcl. 19...ab 20 cb
(120).

. H)xb3! 21 FHf2, If 21 ab
¥c3 wins and in case of 21 £Yxb3
there is 21 ... Hxa2! 22 &xa2
We2+ 23 Pal Hd7 and . .. Ha8
wins, 21 ... 45)d422 Eb2 H)b5 23
Hfe2 He3+ 24 Hxe3 be 25 He2
Eb8+ 26 &al Wad! 0-1.

Hartston-Torre

Nice 1974

1 e4d62d4 563 He3 g6413
fe75 Qe3. White prepares ¥d?2
and @ h6, avoiding losing a tempo
after 5 @g5h6.5...c66 ¥d2b5.
The same strategy. Black delays
castling and starts an action on the
other wing. 7 &Hge2. If 7 0-0-0
then 7. . . ¥a5 with counterplay. 7
Ah6isbest metby 7... @ xh68
Wxh6 £Hbd79 Bd3e510dede 1l
0-0-0 ¥e7 12 Eyge2 a6 13 Pbl
Ab7 14 £l &)e5 with level play.
In Jimenez-Guteld, Leningrad
1967, Black had an excellent game
after 7 8d3 £bd7 8 £Hh3 0-0 9
Hf2a6100-0c511a4cd 12 @ xd4
b4.7...5bd7 8 HHcl.8g4 HHb69
b3 ¥c7 10 h4 h5 11 g5 HHfd7 12
Reg2 Qb7 13 0-0 b4 14 £d1 5
with a sharp game and good
counterplay for Black, as in
Espig-Balashov, Riga 1967. 8 ...
&Hb6 9 Jh6 0-0. White’s pieces
have not taken wup attacking
positions and Black can castle short.

10 H xg7 Hxg711 a4. On 11 b3
goodis 11 ...a512a4 b4 13 Hdl
LDe6 with a pleasant game. 11 ...
b4 12 £Yd1 a5 13 5He3 ¢5 14 dc.
After 14 Qe2 cd 15 ¥xd4 €5 16
¥d2 d5! Black would seize the
initiative in the centre and so White
decides to exchange the queens. 14
. dc 15 ¥xd8 H xd8 16 Hb3
HEA7 17 @b5 (121). 17 £d2 &ed
18 Hdc4 offered equal play. The
text move seeks for more, but Black
defends his position cleverly.
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17... Qa6! This pawn sacrifice
offers excellent counterplay. 18
Axd7.0r 18 Qcb Ha7 19 &Hxad
&e5. Or 18 &HHxad Q xb5 19 ab
Ba7 20 ®e2 Hda8 21 Hb3 Ha2
or immediately 21 ... c4 with
enough compensation for the pawn.
18 ... Hixd7 19 Hxa5 Hb6 20
&£Hcbé Hd7 21 Hed Hd6 22 a5. In
case of 22 b3 f6 23 £)5¢g4 Had8 24
Edl c4 the initiative is clearly in
Black’s hands. 22... §b523b3 6
24 £H5c¢4. Black has the better of it
after 24 £)5g4 HcB and . . . Hdab
so White tries to reduce the
material. 24. .. Q xc4 25 be. After

25 Hxcd Hxcd 26 bec Hdab
Black’s rook ending is better. 25. . .
£He8 26 Pe2 Hdab 27 Hhdl
&Hd6! 28 Hd5 Hxa5 29 Hxas
H xa5. Black has won back the
pawn and entered a favourable
ending, but White can keep the
balance. 30 e5 fe 31 1 xe5 $Hf6 32
f42. White is overestimating his
chances. Correct was 32 £gé+
@f7 33 £)e3 with a level game. 32
«o.e6 33 g4 £Nf7 34 Het Ha235
&f3 Ha3 36 Pe2 Ha537h4 H)d6
38 He5 £)b7 39 b5 £\d8!. Having
in mind to transfer the knight to d4
which forces White to exchange the
knights and enter an unfavourable
ending. 40 hg hg 41 g5+ Hf7 42
&gt £)c6 43 Hed Ha2 4 Sdl
&e7. White has enough counter-
play after 44 ... £)d4 45 He5+
g7 46 £)d7. 45 £)e5. In replv
to  other moves 45

£)d4 would be disagreeable now,
since after 46 &ed Hxc2 47
&)xgb+ d6 the b-pawn becomes
dangerous. But the rook ending
is bad, toco. 45 ... &)Yxed 46
E xe52d6 47 Pcl FHal+ 48 Hd2
Bf1 49 He4 Hf2+ 50 dl e5!.
This is decisive. The temporary
sacrifice shatters White’s pawns
and they become easy prey. 51
Hxe5. Or 51 fe+ &eb followed by
... Bf5 etc. 51 ... Exf4 52
Hd5+ $cb6 53 He5 Hd4+.
Precisely played. The rook must
leave the fifth rank and the g-pawn
is lost. 54 cl $Hd6 55 He8 Hge
56 b2 Hxg5 57 Hb3 He5 58
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Eg8g559 c3bc 60 Hxc3 Heb 61
&d3 $f5 62 Ef8+ g4 63 Pc3
$g3 0-1.

Savon-Dely
Debrecen 1970
le4d62d4 563 H\c3g6413c6
5 Q.3 ¥b6. The sally of the queen
aims to balk White’s plan and
prevent him castling long. 6 ¥cl.
If 6 ¥d2 Black can take the pawn:
. ¥xb2 7 Hbl ¥a3 8 Qc4
Hbd7 9 £Hge2 g7 100-00-0 11
g4 Wab5 and Black’s defence is
ready. 6 ... 3g7 7 §d3 00 8
& ge2 ¥c7. Preparing for . . . €5.9
g4. Black has an easy game after 9
0-0 ¢5 10 &hl He8 11 Wd2
&Hbd7 12 Hadl b5 13 Hg3 LHf8.
Black’s action on the queen’s wing
keeps the balance. 9. . .e510dede
11 £H g3 b5 12 a3?l. Consequent
was 12 h4. Black is quicker now and
the advantage passes to him: 12...
a6 13 h4 (722). White’s attack is
late and a consolidating move, 13
¥d2, came into consideration.

13 ... 5! The weakness on d5
does not worry Black and he reacts
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immediately. 14 g5. After 14 h5 c4
15 §e2 Qe6 with the further . ..
&c6-d4 Black’s initiative would be
dangerous. 14 ... £e8 15 &Hd5
Yrd6 16 b4 5Xd7 17 ¢4 §b7 18
Ha2. The rook enters along the
second rank in order to cover the c-
file. Bad is 18 cb cb! 19 ba £ xd5 20
ed ed! 21 Hxed ¥Wxdd 22 Q4
Wf5 and it is a dangerous initiative
again. 18 ... bc 19 3 xc4 cb 20
Hxbt Hc8 21 He2 HeT 13-4
However, Black has the better of it;
he can transfer the knight to d4 and
White’s king is exposed in the
centre.

Jimenez-Botvinnik

Palma de Mallorca 1967
le4d62d4 0)f63 L)c3g6413 c6b
5 fe3 Hbd7 6 ¥d2 b5 7 Hh3.
The &Hh3-f2 manocuvre does
not cause serious difficulties. 7 ...
Qb7. First the queen’s wing. 7 . . .
&b6 would not be so precise,
because White can enter an
endgame when Black decides to
play ... e5. After 8 D2 We7 9
De2a6100-0 Qb7 11 a4 Bg712
£ h6 0-0 13 b3 White is somewhat
better. 8 & e2 e5. Now it is possible.
90-0a610 Sadl Hg7. White has
given up the pawn attack on the
king’s wing and Black can finish his
development. 11 de de 12 ¥d6
We7 is not dangerous for Black. 11
££20-012dede 13 £)d3. 13 A h6
was more appropriate but White
decides to occupy ¢S instead. 13. ..
Wc7 14 H)c5 Had8 15 el Hfe8

16 H)xb7. Black threatened to
drive back the knight by ... Qf8,
so White admits the mistake and
takes the bishop. £)xd7 came into
consideration since the bishops are
not strong in this position. 16 ...
¥xb7 17 Hd3 &Hf8 18 Hxd8
Hxd8 19 Hdl EHe8. After the
exchange of rooks the position
would be drawn. Black is trying to
enhance his minimal advantage. 20
Af1 £eb 21 He2 HAT7 22 ¥d2
£)df8 23 c3 Q £6. Transferring the
bishop to e7. Black starts to play on
the black squares. 24 £)cl Qe7 25
W2 2d7 26 g3 Hd8 27 Hb3?L
Losing an important tempo. 27 b4
was better. 27...¢5!28 3h3 c429
fxe6 fe 30 D5 Hxed 31
B xd8+ {xd8 32 Q xc5 Wd7.
The position is simplified but Black
dominates the d-file and his chances
are clearly better. 33 Q3 ¥d3 34
a3 Qe7 35 Wd2? (123). A serious
mistake losing immediately. White
should have played 35 &g2.
.o. £c510-1.

123
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D
1e4d62d4 56 3 £)c3 g6 4 O3
(124).

The classical system of the Pirc.
White has no great pretensions in
the opening, he just hurries to
develop his pieces. White’s
advantages are minimal, because
the closed character of the position
and the problem of increasing the
activity of the pieces he has to solve
later on give Black good chances
for a successful defence.

4... 0g75 fe2.

For 5 Qc4 see Medina-Larsen
and Honfi-Vadasz. For 5 h3 see
Griffiths—Miles.

5...0-060-0.

Let us examine the alternatives:

a) 6 Qg5 allows Black to equalize
with 6 ... ¢35 7 dc ¥a5.
b) 6 4 Heb 7 0-0 (If 7 d5
Black  replies 7 ... e
In  Unzicker-Botvinnik, Varna
Olympiad 1962, after 8 de f xe6 9
0-0 He8 10 Hel h6 11 h3 g5 12
D e3d5! Black had the better of it.)
7... 08g48d5Hb89Ih3 Axf3 10
A xf3 ¢6 with a solid position.
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c) 6 f1e3. The best reply is 6 . . .
B g4 transposing into the main line.
d) 6 h3e5 (6...bb6isa very good
reply) 7 0-0 (7 de de 8 ¥xds8
Exd8 9 Hxed Hxed etc. gets
nowhere.) 7 ... ed 8 £ixd4 He8
and Black has a good game. 9 3
ismetby9...&Hbd7and 93 by 9

. d5.

6... 0847 Qe3.

For 7 h3 see Mukhitdinov-
Botvinnik and for 7 g5
Matulovi¢-Botvinnik.

7...5c68 ¥Wd2,

For 8 d5 see Jimenez-
Matulovié.

8...e59de.

After 9 d5 we have positions
similar to those from the King’s
Indian with the essential difference
that White has not moved his c-
pawn and his. pressure on the Q-
side is not so strong. See
Vasyukov-Parma, Geller-Vasyu-
kov, Spassky-Parma, Browne-
Timman and Planinc-Ree.

9...de10 Hadl ¥cB 11 ¥cl.
On 11 Q5 Black equalizes simply
with11... A xf312 @ xf3 £Hd4 13
Wd3 c6 etc. 11 ... Hd8 12
Hxd8+ ¥xd813 Hd1 v¥f8. The
game is completely level,
Timman-Matulovié, Wijk aan Zee
1974.

Medina-Larsen

Las Palmas 1972
ledgb62d4 Qg7 3 He3d64 03
Hf6 5 fecd. White hopes his
pressure on the white diagonal
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a2-g8can beofuse.5...0-060-0.
If 6 €5 the best reply is 6 .. . de 7
HyxedcH8dc Wad.6 Qb3 is met by
6. ..& cbfollowed by. . . £adand
... &)Yxb3. After 6 ¥We2 c6 7 e5
Hd580-0 Hyxc39bec Sg410 414
£d7 11 ed ed 12 h3 He8 13 #d3
LA xf3 Black’s game is level. 6 ...
&Yeb. Black’s intention is to exert
pressureond4 by ... Qgdand. ..
&d7.6. .. Hyxet 7 [ x{7+ Hx{7
8 Hxe4 h6 9 h3 £HHA7 10 ¥d3 Hi8
11 d2 81512 We2c6 13 c3 ¥ho
with unclear play and chances to
both sides. 7h3. Another possibility
was 7 f3€3 a6 8 a4 £ xed 9 Hxed
d510 §d3de 1l & xed ¥d612c3
with shight advantage and also 7 d5
ADb88eb de 9 Hxed HHbd7 10 Hf3
He8 11 Hel HHb6 12 §b3 Qg4 13
L g5 with advantage to White, asin
Hubner-Keene, Vienna 1972. 7
ees Dxed 8 Qxf7+ HxF7 9
£xe4d5 10 52! Giving Black a
chance to take the advantage.
Medina-Parma, Tunisia 1973,
went 10 &eg5, but after 10. . . K18
11 Hel $d6 12 ¢4 h6 13 cd ¥xd5
14 He4 W17 Black had the better of
it. Correct was 10 £Yc3 4f511 Qe3
Wd7 12 £)g5 B8 13 f4 with equal
chances, as in Unzicker—Keene,
Berlin 1971. 10 ... $%d6. The
threat is ... &£yxd4 and White
cannot stop . . . €5 which opens the
game. 11 e3 e5 12 de £H)xe5 13
£yxe5 ) xe5 14 ¢3 ¢6. The open
position favours Black’s pair of
bishops but White has no
weaknesses. 15 Hd3 §g7 16 ¥d2.

16 §d4 was better. 16... 215 17
Dcd5 ¥We7 18 Bfel? (125). This
was the last moment for §d4. Now
an unexpected blow in the centre
opens the position even more.

18...d41 19 Qxd4. If 19 cd
then 19 ... b6. 19... Hd8. The
pawn sacrifice opened the d-file
and White’s pieces got exposed. 20
... £ xd3 is threatened followed
by . .. ¢5 and White finds the only
defence. 20 He3 h6 21 £4 ¢5 22
£yxed, The best chance. After 22
fe5, 22 ... ¥d7 wins a piece. 22
« + « ¥xc3, This wins material, but
leaves his opponent hopes. Correct
was 22 ... Q xf4 with advantage.
23 He8+ 11824 3 xcd K xd225
A xf8 & x8 26 Hael H xb2?, 26
... A7 offered winning chances.
Now 27 H le7 saves the game. 27
Hle2? Hbl+ 28 Hh2 €7 29
Bd8h530%g3 Hcl3l He3 Qc5
32 513 h4+ 0-1.

Honfi-Vadasz
Budapest 1971
ledgb2d4 Qg730f3d64 et
6 5 £)e3 -0 6 0-0 L gd. The

idea is to exchange on {3 and then
develop theknight. Itismore precise
than 6 . . . £)c6 because White has
no d5. 7h3 § x£3 8 ¥Wxf3 5 c6 9
Bdl. In case of 9 §e3 possible is 9
...€510de £Hyxe511 He2 Hyxe4 12
A xf7+ Hyx7 13 Hixed He8 with
equalplay,9...58d710 Qe3e511
de. After 11 d5 £&Ye7 Black is ready
for...f. 11... §iexed 12 ¥e?2
Hxc413 Wxed HeB14 Hd4 He5.
Black has developed his pieces
actively and has a pleasantgame. 15
WAl Qh6. Avoiding theexchangeof
the bishops and threatening . ..
&b, 16 § xe5?L. Giving up the
bishop in order to get some tempi for
the advance in the centre. However,
the bishop is stronger here, so 16 4
56 17 fe3  came  into
consideration. 16 ... H xe5 17 f4
He818e5 Q2719 W13 ¥c8!20ed
cd 21 Hd3 W5+ 22Dh2 Wh423
a3?!, More cautiouswas 23 5b1.23
.o ¥ xb224 Kbl Wxc225 F xb7
Hab826 X xa7. Black willseize the
initiative now. Better was 26 He3,
exchanging a pair of rooks. 26 ...
Eb3 27 He3 Hf8. After 27 ...
H xe3, 28 ¥ xe3 the threat ¥We8+
prevents Black from taking the
piece. 28 A5 Hxe3 29 Wxe3
¥Wdl30 He7+.0n 30 Wed thereis
30 ... Qd4. 30 ... b8 31
£\e6 ¥d5 32 Hc7? (126). The de-
cisive mistake. 32 b4 was
correct.

32 ... %cd! 33 &g3. White
cannot drive off the queen and
decides to approach with the king
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in order to be able to offer the
exchange of queens. 33 ... 316,
Threatening 34 ... §d8 35 Hc8
Qhd+. 34 I3 g7 35 We2
We3+ 36 We3 Wal 37 8d7
Ha8l. Black penetrates and wins.
38 Ha7 Hc8 39 H)bd Hc3 40
A3 ¥+ 41 &ed d5+ does not
save White. 38 ¥Web ¥fl+ 0-1.

Griffiths—Miles

Birmingham 1974

1e4d62d4 HH63 H)c3g64 N3
£g7 5 h3. A preventive move,
depriving Black of g4 and
preparing for €3, butitisa tempo
Black can make use of. 5...0-06
f1e3 c6. The best. Black balks €5
since he hasat hisdisposal . . . £d5.
At the same time he thinks of . ..
b5. 7 a4 ¥c7. The best square for
the queen. In-Torre—Portisch, Nice
1974, Black played worse-7 ...
bd7 8 ¥d2 ¥a5? 9 Re2 e5 10
0-0ed 11 Hyxd4 We5 12 B4 We7?
13 53 £)e8 14 Bg51615 §e3and
White had a clear positional
advantage. 8 ¥d2 HYbd7 9 {e2
b6. A logical continuation. Black
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fianchettoes the bishop on b7 and
gets ready for QQ-side action. 10 0-0
a6 11 Qh6 Ab7 12 § xg7 Hxg7
13 2)h4?2. The plan of a king’s
wing attack will show its weak sides
soon. Better was 13 Hfel and then
13 ... b5 14 Qf1 with level game.
13 ... b5 14 £42. A new error.
White should have admitted the
mistake and played 14 f3 b4 15
&Hdl ¢5 16 £e3. The following
moves lead into a superior position
for Black. 14 ... b4 15 e5 bc 16
ef+ S)xf6 17 ¥xc3 c5! (127).

White’s centre is shattered and his
pieces are without coordination. 18
dc Hfc819 13, On 19 b4 there is
19 ... a5! 19 cd loses to 19 ...
Whée+. 19 ... Qx£f3 20 H)xf3
Wxe5+ 21 ¥rxe5 Hxce5 22 c3
Hb823 5£2.23 Habl losesa pawn
to 23 ... Bc4. Owing to his active
piecesand the pawn centre Black has
a clear advantage in the ending. 23
oo 5)e424 He2525 H)d4 1626
EHa3. More resistance was offered
by 26 Ha2 e 27 fe+ de 28 £)c2. 26
... e5 27 fe+ de 28 2)f3 FHd5 29
Hal £)g3 30 Ec2 Ebd8 31 c4

Hdl+ 32 8 xdl g xd1+ 33 $Hf2.
Or 33 &h2 434 Hgl e4 35c5Fe7
36 c6 HdBetc. 33...f434 Diel e4
35 c5 Xe7 36 c6 d8 37 b4 g5 38
b5 ab 39 ab e3+ 40 Hf3 1 xel 41
b6 h5! 42 c7+ Fe7 43 B8O+ Hf8
0-1.

Mukhitdinov-Botvinnik

Moscow 1967

ledg62d4 Hg73 5HHc3d64 03
565 He20-060-0 Qgs7h3.
Eliminating the bishop costs a
tempo and Black equalizes simply.
7... 3 xf38 A xf3 £)cb. Weaker
is8...edatonce, eg. 9dede 10
Dg5c6 11 ¥e2 £)a6 12 Hadl with
a clear advantage to White. 9 £e2.
9 f e3 seems more logical, although
after 9... &)d7 10 ¥d2 &Hb6 11
Re2e512dede 13 ¥xd8 Haxd8
14 & c5 Efe8 Black has a very good
game, as in Ciric-Botvinnik,
Beverwijk 1969. On 9 d5 the best is
9...8e510 Re2c¢6.9...e510
c3 He8 11 d5. White cannot
maintain the tension in the centre
and must choose between the text
and 11 de. After 11 ... de the
knight on €2 is badly posted and has
no active possibilities. 11 ... £Ye7
12 g4?. This is a serious weakening
of the king’s wing. Correct was 12
g3and 13 §g2.12...h6 13 Hg3
c6 14 c4 b5! (128).

This tactical blow gives Black
very active play. 15 cb. 15 b3,
maintaining the tension, was
better. 15 ... cd! 16 ed a6 17
fe3?2. 17 ba was better. Black

wouldcontinue 7. . . ¥WaSor17. ..
H xab with initiative on the Q-side
inbothcases.17. . .ab18%d2&h7
1923 ¥d720 Hacl Ha4l. Therook
makes possible . . . e4, winning the
d5 pawn. White cannot well prevent
it,since 21 ¥d3ismetby 21...e4
again and after the exchanges the
pawns on b2 and a3 are falling. 21
Hc2 e4 22 Qg2 Hexds 23 fHfel
Hxe3 24 fe Ha7 25 HHe2 Hed.
Black has won a pawn and now he is
getting ready to break open White’s
king’swing by . . . h5. 26 £\ d4 Eb7
27 Heb Hd5 28 Wh4 h5. Black
penetrates on the king’s wing and
White’s position cannot be held. 29
gh 5 xh530 2d1d531 /)d4 Hg5
32 &f1 Hh5 33 212 We7 34 Pe2
Hg3 35 Hdfl Hxe3+!36 Hxe3
Qh6+ 0-1. On 37 e2 there is 37
... £Hg3+ with mate to follow.

Matulovi¢-Botvinnik
USSR~-World 1970

ledg62d4 §g73 ON3d64 &H\e3
EM65 $e20-060-0 47 B g5.
Making difficult e5 and
provoking . . . h6 when the bishop
retreats to €3 and the further
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#d2 wins a tempo. 7 ... £)c6.
Pressure on White’s centre is again
the best plan. 8 h3. 8 ¥d2 comes
into consideration. 8 ... { xf3
9 8 xf35)d710)e2h611 (e3.0n
11 Qhdfollows11...g512 §g3¢6
followed by ... 5 with excellent
play. 11...e5 12 ¢3 £Hb6 13 b3?.
After this the advantage passed to
Black. Correct was 13 #b3 £\a5 14
We2 Hacd 15 feled 16 Hyxd4 d5
with a level game. 13...d5 14 ed
Sxdd 15 Hxd5 Wxd5 16 de
Wxed 17 £HYd4 ¥d5 18 ¥cl Hh7
19 Hdl Had8 20 ¥c2 Fife8 21
Bd2. Simpler was 21 £)xc6 ¥ xc6
22 Hxd8 Hxd823 Hcland 24 c4
with approximate equality. 21 ...
£yxd4 22 § xd4 § xd4 23 H xd4
¥e5 24 Hadl. There wasstill hope
for an equal game with Hd2 and
Hadl. Due to White’s weak d-
pawn Black’s advantage becomes
palpable. 24 ... HExd4 25 cd.
Naturally, not 25 B xd4 ¥el+ 26
Sh2 He2 etc. 25 ... We2 26
Hd2 Wel+ 27 Hh2 c6 28 Wed
He729 Hd3&g730 B3 Hd731
We5 a6 32 Hf4 Bd5 33 Wce2?
(129).
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A mistake which Black does not
take advantage of. Correct was 33
¥c4, because now 33 . . . B xd4 34
Hxd4 ¥We5+ or 34 ¥b2 c5 would
win a pawn. 33... ¥e6? 34 g3 g5
35 5 ed %16 36 h4?. Giving up the
pawn which he could save by 36
b2 c5 37 He5!36... B xd4 37
hg hg 38 Hxd4 ¥xd4 39 ¥f5
Wd5 40 ¥c8 c5 41 a4 H16. This
makes the road to victory difficult.
41...b6 wins easily. 42 a5 W5 43
¥ xb7 Wxf2+ 44 Hh3 Wfl+ 45
Ph2 We2+. Nothing is gained by
45 ... g4 46 Wc6+ g7 47 ¥d6.
46 Hh3 Web+ 47 Hh2 VWe2+ 48
Dh3 g6 49 b6+ DHh5. If 49
... YWe6+ White, naturally, moves
his king. 50 ¥ xc5 ¥e6+2.50 . ..
Wfl+ 51 &h2 5! gave good
chances to win. 51 g2 ¥ xb3 52
A5 Black will not be able to
improve the position of his pieces,
because the queen must defend the
a- and f-pawns. 52 ... ¥a2+ 53
Df3 Wa3+ 54 Pg2 Wa2+ 55
Df3 Wwb3+ 56 g2 Wh7+ 57
Dh2 b2+ 58 Hh3 g7 59 W5
€6 60 g4+ Hh6 61 b6 g7 62
g2 Web 63 Wd4+ 6 64 Vb4
Wd5+ 65 2 Hf7 66 b6 Ycd
67 Zg3 Pe7 68 Hh3 wfl+ 69
g3 Wd3+ 70 g2 Wed+.70. ..
Wd6 71 Wb7+ &eb 72 Wed+ also
leads to a draw. 71 &g3 W4+ 72
Gh3 Wi+ 73 Qg3 Wel+ 74
g2 Wwd2+ 75 Hh3 Wd3+ 76
g2 Wd5+ 77 Hh3. 77 Sfl is
significantly better. The text almost
loses. 77. . . ¥h1+ 78 g3 ¥hd+

79 Hf3 wh3+ 80 Hf2 wh2+ 81
Df1 W+ 82 Pel g3+ 83 Ff1
e+ 84 el ¥Wd6 85 Wh7+
De6 86 b3+ He5 87 Wed+
&d5 88 Wd3+ Fe5 89 Wa3+!
Dc6 90 Was+ Hd5 91 Wb3+
et 92 Wct+ PHf3 93 Wd3+
4.

Jimenez-Matulovié

Palma Interzonal 1970
1d4g62e4d63 Hc3 G874 403
565 8e20-060-0 g7 Re3
56 8 d5. White reacts' in the
centre at once, but it allows
counterplay on the wing. After 8
Hel e59d5 &e7 10 ¥d2 £e8 11
Hadl Qd7 12 fc4 Sh8 Black
had an excellent game, as in
Miagmarsuren-Ivkov, Sousse
1967.8... A xf39 3 xf3 £HHe510
B e2 c6. Taking on {3, Black won a
tempo to undermine White’s centre
and open a file on the Q-side. 11 f4
Hed7 12 4 £3. 12 dc be 13 ¥d2
came into consideration. The text
allows the opening of the c-file and
Black’s counterplayonit. 12. .. cd
13 ed. After 13 Hyxd5 &Hxd5 14
P¥xd5 fxb2 15 Habl Ha3! 16
Exb7 fQc¢5 the play would be
equal. 13... Hc814 Hf2, 14 Hd4
was more logical, while 14 @ xa7?
Hxc3!15bcbb loses. 14. . . 5)b6 15
Hd4 Hcd. Black is threatening 16
... Hxd4 followed by . . . &£fxd5.
16 £e2 h5. An unnecessary
weakening. 16 . . . ¥d7 was good.
17¢3 HEc818b3 Hbd719 c4a620
&e3. Black’s pieces had to retreat

from their active pesitions, but
Black can count on counterplay
based on ... b5 20 ... £Ye8 21
¥d2. An imprecision allowing . ..
b5. Better was 21 @ xg7 &yxg7 22
a4 Wad5 23 %He2 with some
advantage. 21... ) xd422 ¥ xd4
Heg7 23 ¥d2 b5! (130).

24 cb ¥a5 25 Hed Wxb52L 25
... Yxd? 26 H xd2 ab led into an
equal endgame. After the text
White retains the advantage. 26
Hel Hc7 27 Hfe2 Hc5 28 hl.
Owing to the pressure on the e-file
White has the better of it. Black’s
pieces are tied to the defence of €7
and he has no clear plan. 28 ...
HI5 29 Hg3 Hxg3+ 30 hg Hel
31 He3 a5 32 15 b4 33 w22,
Giving up the greater part of the
advantage. 33 ¥c2! makes White’s
prospects clearly better. 33 ...
¥d4 34 fg fg 35 We2 %1636 ¥b5
Ha8 37 we4 Hb8. Black is
threatening ... Hb4 and White
decides to exchange queens. 38
Wfd ¥ xf4 39 gf Hf7 40 g2, A

losing error. 40 g3 was necessary. 40

...hg 41 § xg4 Hb4 42 Bfl ad
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43 ba Hxa4 44 a3 Hca7 45
Debt+ &H)xeb 46 I xeb. After 46
de+ 6 Black’s king penetrates.
46... Bd4 475 Z xd548 H xgb
Exf5 49 Fxf5+ Hxgb 50 K3
e5 51 Hd3 Ha6 52 a4 Hf5 53
g2 et 54 Ha3 Hd455Pf3d5
56 a5 Gcd 57 Hal Hbt 58 Hel
BG4+ 59 Pgd e4 60 F{dl Fed 61
Hal e3 62 a6 2 63 a7 FHf8 0-1.

Vasyukov-Parma
Camaguey 1974
1e4d62d4 5Hf63 HHe3 g6 4 O3
De75 8200600047 Rel
£\cb 8 ¥d2 e5 9 d5. Blocking the
centre White will seek for his
chances on the Q-side, Black on the
other wing. 9... &)e7 10 a4 {c8.
The alternative, 10 ... @d7, we
find in the next game. 11 el
&Hd7. The previous move makes
this possible. After 11 ... &e8 12
ENd3 5 13 f4! White’s prospects in
the centre would be very good. The
text controls the important square
e5. 12 a5 a6 13 HHd3 15 14 £3 L6
15 Hfbl §d7 16 Ha3. On 16 b4
the waiting move 16 . . . h8 is all
right as well as the sharp 16 ...
B b5. So White moves the rook to
b3. 16 ... Hh8 17 HEb3 ¥cB 18
Fh1 c6 19 0Hf2 (131). The critical
moment of the game. After 19 ...
cd 20 £yxd5, advancing his c-pawn
White will have the better of it and
the blockade with 19 ... ¢5 is not
good either.
19...fe! 20 fe cd 21 ed 0I5 22
£d3 5Hd4 23 HE6 A f5! Playing
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actively Black has succeeded in
keeping the balance. 24 Hxd6
¥c5 25 b6 H)yxd5 26 £H)yxd5. 26
H xb7 does not work owing to 26

. W6 27 Hxg7 HHxe3 etc. 26
eoo Wxd5 27 Hdl Had8 28
Axf5 gf 29 § xd4 ed 30 HHd3
Hde8 31 Hf4 et 32 Hf1 14
The game is approximately level.
Black should continue 32 ... {7
(but not 32 ... Qe5? 33 HHgh+).

Geller-Vasyukov

Kislovodsk 1968

1 e4d62d4 563 H)c3 g6 4 LHH)f3
Rg75 3e20-060-0 347 Qe3
56 8 ¥Wd2 e5 9 d5 £He7 10 a4
fd7. Black’s intention is to start an
action on the king’s wing with . . .
&Hh5 and he does not need d7 for
the knight. 11 a5 a6 12 HHel HH)h5
13 &d3. 13 Qxh5 gh gives
nothing. White cannot take
advantage of the h5 knight—Black
continues . .. f5 with very active
play. 13 ... f5 14 £3?. 14 ef was
better. After the text Black’s attack
is very strong. 14.. . 5Yf6 15 b4 f4.
This is a sort of King’s Indian in
which White has not played c4 and

his Q-side action is lacking
strength. 16 3£2 g5 17 b5 ab 18
Hb4 Hg619 H)xb5g420c4 (132).

P

/
@7 ﬁ /
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20 ... g3\ The pawn sacrifice
shatters White’s king position and
the attack is winning. 21 hg £Yh5
22 ¥el. Or 22 gf ef threatening . . .
&g3and. .. ¥%h4.22... Qh6!23
g4 2\g3. White is very weak on the
black squares. 24 {xg3 fg 25
¥xg3 Qe3+ 26 Hhl Hf4 27
Adl Qc5 28 H\c2 ¥g5. Now the
manoeuvre . .. Hf5-h6 cannot be
parried. 29 ¥h2 Hf6 30 g3 £h6
31 gf A xh2+ 32 @Hxh2 Whe+ 33
g2 4 xb5 0-1.

Spassky-Parma
Havana 1966
1 e4d62d4e HHf6 3 HHc3 gb 4 N3
Hg75 0e20060-0 Bg147 Qe3
£\c6 8 ¥rd2 e59d5 £He7 10 Hadl.
A preventive move directed against
. ¢6. 10 ... Hd7?L This allows
the exchange of the white-squared
bishops which favours White,
because Black’s attack on the K-
side will be weaker. White had a

‘Nyxftisrefuted by 17. . .

better game after 10 ... § xf3 11
Axf3EA712 Ae21513g3 L6 14
f3 ¥d7 15 @b5, Spassky—Parma,
San Juan 1969. Correct was 10 . . .
Ad7.11 Hgh! 3 xe2 12 5 xe2 h6
13 5h3Gh714c4£51513. 15efgf
16f4or15... 5Yyxf516f3leadstoa
clear advantage. 15. . . £Yf6. Black
should have blocked the K-side
with 15 ... f4. 16 HHhxf4 ef 17
B xf4!18
£ xf4 g5 with excellent play. Now
White has time to correct his
mistake. 16 ef gf 17 f4 5\e4 18 Wc2
el 19 H2 £H1xf2 20 F xf2 e4.
Otherwise 21 fe de 22 ¢5 would not
be pleasant. 21 Gd4 52 A
dangerous weakening. 21 ... Hg8
22 Qxg7 Hxg? 23 Hd4 Hd7
allowed counterplay on the g-file.
22 dc § xd4 23 Hxd4 Hyxc6 24
¥¢3. The attractive 24 £)b5 would
not be good due to 24 . . . £b4 and

.6Yd3. 24. .. ¥eT7 (133). There
is more resistance in 24 . . . yxd4
25 ¥xd4 Web6. White will now
transfer the knight to €3 and Black
will not be able to hold his

weaknesses.

25 H\c2! Had826 2 fd2 wWeb 27
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&\e3 HeT. Losing a pawn, but after
27 ... b6 28 Wa3 Ef6 29 Hd5
Black is also lost. 28 b4 £\g6 29
Hxd6é We7 30 g3 Ef6 31 c5
Hfxd6 32 T xd6 1-0.

Browne-Timman
Stockholm 1972
1 e4d62d4 5Hf63 HH\c3 gb 4 N3
2275 0e20060-0 Hg17 He3
£c6 8 ¥d2 e59d5 He7 10 Hadl
Ad7. Avoiding the exchange of
bishops and vacating g4 for the
knight. 11 &Yel. On 11 h3 possible
is1l...&h5followed by. .. 5.11
.o gt 12 B xgd ) xgd 13 £3
Ad714 Qh6. 14 £\d3 at once was
thought to be better but in recent
games White has usually chosen 14
f4;after 14. . . @ g415 M3 (Gligori¢
suggests 15 Ebl) Black can play 15
..ef 16 Axf415.14. .. 4 xh615
¥xh6 c6! 16 dc Wh6+ 17 DHhl
A xc6 18 f4. Trying to attack
instead of thinking how todefend. 18
. 6. A simple defensive move
directed against {5 or the rook
manoeuvre to an attacking position
on the third rank. Naturally not 18
. ¥rxb2 1915. 19 N3 £5! (134).
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Black opens the play in the centre
and seizes the initiative. 20 fe fe 21
Ef4 05 22 g5 ¥d8 23 virxd8
Hfxd8. White’s threats have
disappeared and Black’s initiative is
becoming concrete. 24 5 fd5 e3! 25
Bfel. If 25 ed then 25 ... €2 26
Hxe2 Qxd5 27 HExd5 &Hel. 25
oo de 26 Hxe3 LHxe3 27
E xd8+ Hxd828 B xe3 b5l The
simplified position favours Black.
White’s king is shut in and needs a
tempo to get free, Black’s rook can
take the second rank. Black’s bishop
is superior to the knight. 29 a3 a§
30 b4?. A serious error losing
material. 30 gl was in-
dispendable. 30 ... ab 31 ab e4
32 Qgl Hd4. White will lose a
pawn. The realization is
instructive. 33 HHa2 Hd2 34 HH\c3
Hxc235 Hixed Hb236g4 X xb4
37 26+ Hf738g5 Hedl. But not
38 ...h6 39 gh! &xf640 Hh3. 39
Eh3 b4 40 B xh7+ Qeb 41 Zh3
Df5 42 Hg3 Hc3 43 Hgt b3 4
BEb4 DHxgd 45 Hgd Hed! 46
Hxe4b2 47 Hbd Hcl+ 48 g2
bl 49 Hxbl EHxbl 50 H)f2
Eb2 51 &g3 BEb3+ 52 g2 S5
53 Hh3 g5 54 Hgl Dge 55 h3+
&h4 56 H)f3+ Hxf3 57 Hxf3
S xh3 58 Hf2 g4 59 Sgl He3 60
&hl $f2 0-1.

Planinc-Ree

Wijk aan Zee 1974

1 e4d62d4 2Hf63 5)c3 g6 4 HI3
Hg75 0e20-060-0 fgd7 De3
£)c6 8 ¥d2 e59d5 He710 Hadl

Ad7 11 Qh6. The idea is to
weaken Black’s K-side play by
exchanging the bishops. 11 ...
Axh6. The queen will exert
unpleasant pressure from h6 and 11
Hgt came seriously into
consideration. After 12 '@ xg7
&xg7 13 h3 Black canplay 13 . ..
Eyh6 followed by . . . 5. 12 ¥ xh6
&h8. Vacating the square g8 for
the knight. If now 12 .. . . £g4 then
13 ¥h4 is disagreeable. 13 Hel
&eg8. Too passive. Better was 13
.. g8 in order to free the road to
the f-pawn. 14 %d2 ¥e7 15 f4.
White will open the f-file with
advantage. Black’s pieces are badly
posted. 15...ef 16 H xf4 {e8 17
Yrd4 We5 18 W2 £Yd7?. Losing at
once. 18 . . . a6 was indispensable.

19 £Yb5 £)¢5 20 H\xc7 Hc8 (135).

21 £)eb! £)xe6 22 de Wxeb 23
Qg4 1-0.

E
1le4d62d4 HF63 HH)c3g64 Qe2
[g7 5h4 (136).

When the opponent starts a wing
action seek for your counterplay in

N
x

o ®
/%

%,
v
/ f"

the centre. 5. .. &acﬁ 6 8e3.For6
h5 see Sax-Simi¢.6...€5.6...h5

_is also possible and if 7 ¥d2 then 7

... ¢d. 7.d5. 7 de Hyxed 8 f3
He6 9 ¥d2 Hh5 10 42 0-0 11
0-0-0 h5!? led to a sharp game
with unclear conscquences
in  Holaszck—Jansson,  Siegen
Olvmpiad 1970. 7 ... 5)d4 8
HAxdd ed 9 ¥xd4 0-0. Black
has more than enough compensa-
tion . for the sacrificed pawn,
Keres-Bouwmeester, The Hague
1962.

Sax-Simi¢

Vrnjacka Banja 1974
le4d62d4 5Hf63 H\c3gb4 2
Dg75h4 H)c66h5 gh, After6 . . .
£yxh5 White had the better of it in
Klaman-Kotov, Moscow 1956,
which went: 7 @ xh5 gh 8 §e3 e5
Hge2 ed 10 Hxd4 Hed5 11 Hxhb
De6 12 We2 ¥d7 13 55. 7 He3.
White is willing to give up his pair
of bishops. 7 {3 was interesting with
the idea Hh3-f4. 7 ... Hgs 8
Hxhd £HHxe3 9 fe eb. A flexible
move preparing to castle long.

Weakeris 9...¢e5 10 d5 10 ¥d2

Pirc Defence 151

£d7110-0-0 We7 12 £\f3 0-0-0
13 HEdh1h6145H)h2 Hdg815 3.
In case of 15 &)g4 the bestis 15 . . .
fQfB8withafirmposition. 15. . . ¥f8
16 ¥£2 Q 8. Black’s position looks
verypassive, butheisreadyfor. . .5
andtheplayisequal. 17 Sh3f518ef
Wxf519 We2 ¥a520 g4 5\d821
Wc4?., White overestimates his
chances. 21 @bl wascorrect. 21. ..
h5! 22 513, 22 § xeb+ &yxe6 23
Wxe6+ Qd7loses an exchange. 22

.. b5! 23 b3 b4 24 et d5?.
Playing originally Black seized the
initiative, but he stumbles now.
After 24 ... Hb7! (24 ... Qa4 25
W4 d5 26 Wch) Black’s initiative
would be dangerous. Now the
advantage passes to White. 25 £Ye5

418 (157).

/%%' amn
/ﬁ’,ﬁ/ 7 i 2

26 Qxeﬁ' QXeG 27 H xd5
&Hxd4 28 ed Had 29 i3, White
has won a pawn but his pieces are
not active enough and the
realization is not an easy task. 29

. Hg5 30 Qct Hb8 31 &bl
Wh6 32 W2 g6 33 Hgl Qd6.
Black’s active pieces give him
excellent chances to draw. 34 2H)f3
Heg435 Qd3 we736 Jf5 11437
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fle6 Fed 38 Od5 He7 39 Wil
We6! 40 Wed. After 40 ¥Wab
Wxc2+ 41 Pal thereis 4l . . . cb.
40...a2641 §c6 0 xc6 42 ¥xc6
He243g4 HgB844g5f545 K hhl
F1£2 46 Wct Hg7 47 HHed Hxgd
48 = xgd ¥xg5 49 Wxab. After
19 D)6+ b7 50 Hxbs HWbd!
51 ¥ xb5 ab 52 £)d3 Eh2 Black’s
h-pawn could become dangerous.

. B xe5 50 ¥Wb5+ Hc8 51
de ¥d2 52 ¥c6 He2 1-1.

F

Cobo—Andersson

Camaguey 1974

1g3g62 Qg2 Qe73d4 )64
d6 5 He2 00 6 Hbe3 5. In a
different order of moves we have a
Pirc with White’s KB in fianchetto.
700 5H)ceb. 7 ... c6 8 a4 a5 9 h3
He8 10 §g5 H)bd7 11 ¥d2 W7
12 Hadl &H)b6 13 b3 in
Hubner-Donner, Skopje
Olympiad 1972, was favourable to
White. 8 de. But not 8 h3? ed 9
Dyxd4 Hxed!. 8...de 9 ¥xd8.
Better was 9 Qg5 fe6 10 £d5
fxd5 11 ed &He7 12 c4 with
minimal advantage. 9 ... B xd8
10 g5 He611£4211 £)d5 A xd>
12 ed £)d4 13 £yxd4 ed 14 EHfel h6

led to a level game. The initiative
passes now to Black. 11 ... ef 12
Dyxf4. 12 Hxf4 is met by 12 ...
&Hh5. 12... fcd 13 Hd3 Hgd!
(138).

7 B

p 1/’ ///

//a/
7. 7

9 Y Y
/é%@/a/
/jfﬁ/// /Q,w

14 ) xd8 K xd8 15 h3. More
chances of saving the game were
offered by 15 Qf3 He3 16 B2
A xd3 17 cd Exd3, although
Black has more than adequate
compensation. 15. .. &e3 16 H£2
Hxd3 17 ed HE xd3 18 £Hd5? 18
&hl was better. Now Black wins
back the exchange. 18... $d4 19
&hl. Or 19 &4 Hdl+!L 19..
£yxd5 20 ed § xf221 dcbc 22 g4
£d423 Ebl 2d224b3 Hxa225
A xc6 g7 26 Hel Ac527 2d5
£d6 28 He3 Hh2+ 29 &gl
2d2! 0-1.
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