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Preface 

This book has its origin in my classes as a chess trainer in Chile and Ecuador. The objective 
of the book is purely practica l: to help the reader to improve his skills within chess strategy. 
It does not pretend to fulfil any scientific, historic or artistic functions. 

Thanks to my students and ex-students in Chile and Ecuador, whose feedback during 
classes certainly enriched this materia1. Also thanks to Alexandra and Nico for your pa­
tience while I was writing the book. 

Johan Hel1sten, 
Riobamba, 

September 2010 
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Introduction 

Here I would like to comment briefly on some general aspects of this book. 

Contents 
This book touches a wide range of subjects related to middlegame strategy. Each subject 
comes with some explanatory examples. and in the second half of the book you will find 
related exercises. I am a strong supporter of the intensive use of exercises in the learning 

process. In my opinion, the closer you can get to a game situation when you are training 
(or teaching) chess. the faster progress can be expected. 

In his excellent work Logika 50vremennyh Shahmat (Modern Chess logic), Belarusian 
writer and grandmaster Viacheslav Oydyshko mentions that one major problem faced by 
chess students is that the theoretical knowledge acquired from literature remains "alien" 
to us for a long time. In the heat of the battle we will probably rely on what our intuition 
tells us and, unfortunately, that doesn't always coincide with our knowledge. 

Advancing his thoughts a little further, it is one thing to read through and understand a 
couple of Rubinstein's rook endgames, and quite another one to be able to play them like 

him! Naturally, any new chess knowledge has to be integrated in our mind with such 

depth that we are able to swiftly apply it in practice, even if a long time has passed since 
the learning moment. School kids often memorize a lot offacts before an exam, and forget 
most of it within a few weeks. (I, for one, would not like to repeat today my French or 
Maths exams from 1990.) In contrast, chess players need to store the information for a long 
time, and retrieve it without much delay. In this context I believe that exercises, alongside 
normal games and their posterior analysis, are one of the best tools. Compare the case of 
learning languages: few persons are able to speak a new language confidently after just 

reading through a few text and grammar books. What most of us need is practice, prac­
hce ... 

11 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

Style and level 
I have tried to explain in the most didactical way possible what is actually happening on 
the board, without an excessive use of analysis, in order not to tire the reader. To experi· 
enced players some parts of the book will appear rather basic; and to others, more chal­
lenging. club players will probably see a lot of things for the first time. 

Material 
There have been many different sources involved in the writing of this book, the most sig­
nificant ones being Chess Informant. ChessBase Megabase and Chess Today. I have used a 

lot of my own games and fragments, simply because these are the games that I know best. 

Technology 
I used Chess Assistant 8.1 forthe elaboration of this book, with I?ybka 1.4 as the main analy­

sis engine, and Megabase 1008 as a main reference database. 

How to read this book? 
It makes sense to start with the first, short chapter since it touches upon several concepts 
that will be present during the rest of the book. In contrast, the rest of the chapters are 
rather independent, although 1 often make references to earlier examples. Each chapter is 

divided into several sections, which can be treated in the following, simple way: 

1. Go through the explanatory examples; 
2. Solve the related exercises; 
3. Compare your solutions with the ones in the book. 

Advice for trainers 
It is easy to use this book as training material. Choose the section(s) that you need, go 

through the explanatory examples with your students, and then let them work with the 
related exercises. In practical terms, 1 suggest you always have the exercise positions ar­
ranged on chessboards. The time needed oscillates roughly between 5 and 20 minutes, de­
pending on the exercise (they are presented in ascending order of difficulty) and the level 
of the student. The solutions can be presented in written form, or played out against the 

trainer, which creates a closer feeling for them. please note that the solutions given in the 
book are not absolute truths - the important thing is to grasp the general strategical idea 
in each exercise. 

One additional piece of advice: many of the explanatory examples, as well as some of 
the longer exercises, can easily be used as "quiz" games, where the students should find 

the best move at determined (for example, five) moments during the game, with the 
trainer awarding the corresponding points and giving hints if necessary. 
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Chapter One 

Basic Concepts of Strategy 

Introduction 
The middlegame is perhaps the most de­
manding phase of the game, where the 
player is constantly faced with tactical and 
strategical challenges. Without doubt, tac­

tical capacity is fundamental in order to 
conduct the direct battle on the board, cre­
ating and evading threats, etc. However, we 
also need some basic notion about what 

things are beneficial for us in the long run. 
In his great work Strategia, famous chess 
trainer Mark Dvoretsky outlined a range of 
concepts and related definitions, which, 
with some slight modifications, conform 

the theoretical basis of this chapter. 

A review of the concepts 
Basically. any action undertaken in the 
game can be abstracted to tactical and 
strategical operations. The tactical ones are 
easy to grasp: direct threats, pins, forks, 
deflection, etc. As for the strategical ones, 

we can distinguish between: 

a) improving our pieces; 
b) pawn play; 

c) exchanges; 

d) prophylaxis (with restriction and 
provocation). 

The remainder of this book is structured 

around these subjects; for now let's just see 
a few related examples in practice. 

Exomplel 
V.ChucheloY.Kir.GeorgieY 

Mainz (rapid) 2002 
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Master;ng Chess Strategy 

Improving our pieces 
At first sight. White seems to be clearly bet­

ter. All his pieces are active. the opponent 
has a weakness on a6. and the queenside 
pawn majority is an asset in any endgame. 

On top of this. the black forces are ob­

structed by the badly placed knight on eB. 
21 ... g6! 

Simple, yet very strong. Georgiev plans 
... ll::lg7-fs in order to improve his knight. 
22 �fl 

A good square for the bishop. where it 
protects 92 and keeps watching the a6-
pawn. In the event of 22 JtgS. fighting for 

the dark squares, Black could adjust his 
plans slightly by 22 ... �g7 preparing ... ll::lf6. 
and the knight reaches a decent square 
anyway. Another. more enterprising option 
is 22 ... JthB!? keeping intact the plan of 
... lilg7-fS. 

22 ... ll::lg7 23 'ire]?1 
A strange tempo loss. The immediate 23 

'irh3 seemed more natural. although after 
23 ... ll::lfS Black hardly has any problems 

anymore. 

23 ___ lilfS 241!1h3 J:!fd8 
In just four moves. the situation on the 

board has changed noticeably. Thanks to 
his strong central control Black already 
holds the upper hand. 

25 :d3 
The simple 2S llxdB+ lIxdB 26 ':dl 

might have been preferable. Now Black 
gains space. with tempo. 
25 M.eS! 26 �d2 e4 27 lbd8+ :xd8 28 �f4 

hS 
A sensible move in order to back up the 

well-placed knight. which also has an entic­
ing destiny on d4. Black went on to win the 
game. This is a simple example of how to 
improve one of our pieces and the possible 

vhtues of such an operation, especially if it 
is our worst piece that is being improved! 

14 

Example 2 
Cu.Hansen-J.Hellsten 

Malmo 1996 

Pawn play 
Black just needs a few moves like ... .rJ.dB. 

...�g7 and ... 0-0 to achieve safety. However. 

it is White to move and he manages to alter 
the pawn structure to his benefit. 
15 dSI 

This advance has several virtues; it gets 
rid of the backward d4-pawn. destroys 
Black's protected square at dS. and. most 

importantly. creates a mobile pawn major­
ity on the queens ide. 



15 •.. cxd5 

After lS ... AdS? 16 d6 the protected 
passed pawn is decisive in the long run. 
Even worse is lS ... lDxcS? 16 �xcS "xcS 17 
lle1+ with the idea of 17 ... �e7 is d6. 
16 �xd5 'i'd7 

Exchanges won't remedy Black's struc­
tural problems, but after 16 ... :'dS 17 "C4. 
followed by b2-b4 and a2-a4, White has a 
huge advantage. 
17 :ad1 Wxd5 18 :xd5 iLe7 

19b41 
White's plan is simple: convert the ma­

jority into a passed pawn. Black is unable to 
do the same thing on the kings ide. due to 

the doubled f-pawns. 
19 .. ':c8 20 .CI:fd1.C1:C7 21 liJd2! 

The knight is heading for the comfort­

able c4-square. 
21 ... f5 22 liJC4 0·0 

By playing 22 ... f4?t 23 �d4 Black would 
just help the opponent in improving his 
pieces. 

23 g3 ..... g7 24 ..... g2 Ad8 25 l:!xd8 il..xd8 26 
.4' (O) 

little by little White continues with his 

plan, whereas Black lacks counterplay. Han· 
sen later won the game by bringing up his 
king. Evidently. the key to his success was 
15 dS!. improving the pawn structure. 

Basic Concepts of 5trategy 

Example 3 
A.Khalifman-M.Adams 

Groningen 1990 

Exchanges 
The last move was 22lDd2-e4 with the idea 
of swapping the strong enemy knight on cS. 
22...il..f5! 

The most tempting reply. and the best 
one as well! Black prepares to exchange his 
bishop for the white knight, so that his 
own, powerful knight will remain on the 
board. 

23 .CI:C4 b3 24 "C1 
By unpinning the knight White man­

aged to avoid any tactical surprises; how-

15 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

ever, the opponent's reply will leave him 
with a clear strategical inferiority. 
24 .. �xe41 25 �xe4 f5 26 i.g2 ft'a5 

By now the virtues of the ... �fsxe4 plan 
are easy to grasp. The firmly installed 
knight outshines the passive bishop, and 
the b2-pawn is a burden in the long run. 
27 h4 ft'b5 28 ft'C31tJa4! 

A typical method in superior positions: 
Black forces the exchange of queens in or­
der to limit the opponent's counterplay. 
29 ft'b4 'ii'xb4 30 lbb4 :'fb81 

Of course not 30 ... �xb2? 31 ':xb3, and 
Black loses his target. Generally speaking, 
the attacker shouldn't exchange pawns 
unless there is a good reason for it. 
31 ='xb8+ Dxb8 

The previous exchanges have empha­
sized White's problem with the b2-pawn. 
32 Db1 Dc8 33 �h3 g6 34 e4 :'C2 35 l:la1 
ltJC51 

The knight returns to its preferred 
square, where it eyes the e4-pawn. In con­
trast, 3S ... ll)xb2?! 36 lZ.a8+ "'g7 37 lZ.b8 
would have complicated Black's task. 

36 exf5 ':xb2 37 fxg6 
Or 37 lZ.a8+ ¢>g7 38 lZ.a7+ Tf6 39 fxg6 

¢>xg6 and the passed pawn decides - Ad­
ams. 
37 .. ,hxg6 38 ..te6+ r.W8 39 l:la8+¢>e7 

16 

White lost on time in a desperate posi­
tion; for example, 40 lZ.a7+ ¢'d8 41 .i.f7 lZ.c2 
42 .i.xg6 e4! wins. In conclusion, the ex­
change operation initiated by 22 ... .i.fS 
helped Black to reach a superior position of 
the "good knight vs. bad bishop" type, while 
the subsequent exchanges of major pieces 
proved useful in order to increase the ad­
vantage. 

Example 4 
E.Lobron·R.Dautov 

Nu .. loch 1996 

Prophylaxis, restriction and 
provocation 
White has just played 27 l2.d2-e2, with the 
probable intention of :'fel creating a mat­
ing threat. 
27 .. ,g61 

A typical prophylactic measure. With 
.. .'it'g7 next, Black safeguards the king from 
any surprises along the back rank. More­
over, he takes the fS and hS squares from 
the white queen and knight. 
28 l:tfe11Pg7 

All of a sudden White has fallen short of 
active plans, whereas Black is waiting for 
the right moment to attack the h2-pawn. 



.9Iilg. hSI 
By setting u p  the positional threat of 

... hS-M, Black aims at provoking a weak· 
ness in the enemy camp. 
30 h3 

On the intended 30 lbe3 there (ould fol· 
low 30 ... h4! with attacking prospects. How­
ever, 30 h4 seemed like a safer way of de­
fending the ldngside, although in this case 
White would have to be on his guard 
against a potential ... .i!.xM sacrifice. 
30 ... l:td6 31 �f4? 

The lesser evil was 31lDe3. though after 
31...0 32 bxC3 IlxC3 33 'W'a2 'ii'd7! (thanks 
to the provocation of h2-h3. Black gains a 
vital tempo) 34 �h2 'W'a4 Black enjoys a 
c\ear advantage - Dautov. 
31 ..• llb6 32l:bl e31 33 b4 as 34 l:te4 .:td8! 

White managed to save the b-pawn, but 
now the second rank proves to be too 'luI· 
nerable. 
35 :tbel axb4 36 axb4 1:lxb4 37 l:txb4 'ihb4 
38 l:le4 "'b2 39 %le2 Ad2! 

White resigned. Evidently, the plan with 
... g7-g6 and ... ¢'g7 not only neutralized the 
back rank threats, but also prevented en­
emy ideas such as �hS and 'iWfS. Another 
strong move was 29 ... hS in order to provoke 
a weakening of White's kings ide. These 
methods are indeed typical in practice. 

Basic Concepts of Strategy 

Now back to our revision of strategical 
concepts. Before leaving the strategical and 
tactical operations, the former of which we 
will return to soon, I would like to empha­
size the link between tactics and strategy. 

Without using tactical weapons and pre· 
venting the opponent's tactical threats, we 

won't be able to conduct the strategical 
battle. Often a strategically superior posi· 
tion has to be realized in a concrete man­
ner; i.e. at some moment we have to resort 
to tactics in order to impose our advantage. 
On other occasions, a tempting strategical 
plan can fail due to a simple tactical detail 
Finally, by utilizing tactical resources in the 
position, we can reach minor strategical 
goals, such as the improvement of a spe· 
cific piece. let's see an example that 
touches on several of these aspects. 

Example 5 
N.5hort-L.Ljubojevic 

Novi Sad Olympiad 1990 

In this theoretical position Black aims at 
completing the queenside development by 
... �d7-c6, after which he would have a solid 
game thanks to the strong knight on eS. 
Now let us see how Short fights against this 
plan with all possible tactical means. 

1 7  



Mastering Chess Strategy 

18 iDd5! 
Supported by the line 18 ... exds? 19 

"xdS+ '.1th8 20 ':xf8 mate. White improves 
his knight, which was not doing anything 
substantial on 0. 
18 ... 'ii'd819lLlb6 ':b8 

Again Black is just one move away from 
20 ... .i.d7. so White hurries to create threats. 

22 ... �C5 231i'd2 :eta8 

24 �f7+1 

A new tactical twist that helps improve 
the bishop before grabbing the pawn. 
24 ... �h8 25 exd5 b5 26lOa5! 

Preventing 26 ... �b7. 
26 ... lOf8 27 �e51 

With the strong threat of 28 �xg7+ 
20�f4! lOd7 Q;xg7 29 "0+. 

After 20 ... �d7 21 lbxd7! (21 .�xes dxeS 27 ... lOg6 28 �xg6 hxg6 29 b4.i.f8 30d6 
22 'ii'xd7 'ii'xb6+ 23 IiPh1 <;Ph8! is less clear) 
21 ... lLlxd7 22 �g4 Black is suffering on the 
light squares; e.g. 22 ....

. 
e8 23 "c4 or 22 ... eS 

23 "ds+�h8 24�e3. 
Probably 20 ... iDc6 was preferable. when 

21 "f2 g6 22 �e2!? .i.g7 23 c3. intending 
�c4. keeps a pleasant edge for White. 
21 lOc4! 

Strategically speaking. this is the desired 
move, since any exchange would help Black 
to liberate himself. However, before making 
it Short had to establish that neither 21 ... eS 
nor 21...dS would worl< against him. 
21 ... d5 

Or 21 ... es?! 22 'iWdS+ �h8 23 �e3 with a 
huge edge. 
22 �hl! 

Parrying the threat of 22 ... .i.cS. It also 
transpires that 22 ... dxC4 loses the exchange 
after 23 .i.xb8. 

18 

White has an enormous advantage and 
soon won the game. Please note that the 
bishop on c8 hasn't moved yet! It is less 
probable that White would have reached 
his main objective - prevention of Black's 
queens ide development - without such a 
heavy use of tactical arms. 



Now we should move on with more con­
cepts of strategy. Alongside the strategical 
operations we have positional elements 

such as material, weak squares, space, 
passed pawns, files, diagonals, etc. One im­
portant task during the game is to evaluate 
which of these elements hold most signifi­
cance. Let's see an example. 

Example 6 
I.Sokolov-J.Emms 
Hastings 1998/99 

In the above position both sides have 
their respective triumphs. White possesses 
the two bishops and more space, whereas 
Black has the superior pawn structure. 
13 f4! 

Preparing f4-fS in order to clear the po­
sition for the bishop pair. In such double­
edged positions, the player with weak­
nesses should act rapidly, before the oppo­
nent manages to consolidate. let's see what 
can happen in the opposite case: 13 �f1?! 
I{)bd7 14 .Jte3?! lOf8! 15 f4 lLlg6 (thanks to 
the previous manoeuvre, the black king 
now feels safer, whereas the knight has in­
teresting destinies on h4-fS) 16 dS Wc8 17 
.eg3 lUh4 18 <ot;gl Q)fS with excellent play, 

Bosic Concepts of Strategy 

O.Jakobsen-Cu.Hansen, Torshavn 1997. 
Next Black could consider ... -'1.f8 followed by 
... g7-g6 and ... -'1.g7 improving the bishop, 
whereas White's doubled pawns are trou­
blesome in the long run. 
13 .. .t·bbd7 14 .-C2 dS? 

A tempting counter·strike directed at 
the king on e1. However, it: soon transpires 
that it is the black king who will suffer from 
the opening of lines. Considerable safer was 
14 ... Q)f8! 15 fS �h8 16 fxe6 fxe6 with just a 
slight advantage for White - Ftacnik. 
15 fS! exfs 16 'itxfS dXc4 17 �XC4 

Now it becomes evident that the a2-g8 
diagonal is a much more relevant factor 
than the e-file, since the white king could 
hide on f1 at any moment, whereas Black 
has no light-squared bishop that can chal­
lenge t he enemy on c4. 
17_ .. g6 

Definitely not 17 ... iLa3+? 18 �1 iLxb2 
19 lLldS; but 17 ... lLlf8!? again made sense, 
e.g. 18 �1 Wc8! 19 'iltrl3lLle6 and Black de­
fends much better than in the game. 
18 'it'f3 'itC7 19 �b3 ltxh2?1 

More natural was 19 ... ..if8+ 20 �1.itg7, 
although at this point both 21 Q)bS and 21 

lLldS spell trouble for Black. 
20 lthl 'ill' c7 21 ¢'f1! 

Securing the king and preparing 22 .eel. 
From now on, White's attack plays itself. 
21_ .. -'-d8 22 .eel �f8 

Parrying the threat of 23 lLldS! �xdS 24 
'iWxds with a deadly attack on f7. 
23..Q.a4! 

Setting up the threat of 24 .Jtxd7. 
23 __ .bS 24 .JtxbS nb8 25 iLxd7 'if'xd7 26 
:xe7! ltxe7 27 iLxf6 lte6 28 dS lta6+ 29 

¢'g2 ttb6 30 Q)e4 
In this desperate position, Black re­

signed. In conclusion, White's control of the 
a2-g8 diagonal and his active bishop pair 
were decisive factors in this game. 
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Mastering Chess Strategy 

What about planning in chess? Well, this 
is quite a tricky matter since the opponent 
might put up obstacles to our plans at any 
moment. Only in very superior positions, 
with the opponent deprived of any activity, 
does a detailed plan make sense. In the ma­
jority of cases, we should rather concen­
trate on finding the appropriate strategical 
and tactical operations, and adjust these 
according to the opponent's play. Of course, 
this doesn't exclude keeping general direc· 
tions at mind, such as "attack on the king­
side", "advance the queenside pawn major­
ity", or "exchange pieces". let's see an ex­
ample. 

Example 7 
I.Sokolov-U.And ..... on 
Reggio Emilia 1988/89 

White has interesting attacking pros­
pects thanks to his control of the semi-open 
f-file and the strong bishop on c2. With his 
next move Sokolov takes a first step in this 
direction. 
231[g31 

Preparing 24 h4 in order to expel the 
knight from g6. Obviously, the immediate 
23 M? would have failed to 23 ... if..g4. 
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23 ..• >l.d81 
Wisely enough, Black prevents the en­

emy plan. A light-hearted reply like 
23 .. �fd8? permits 24 h4!, when 24 ... ll'lxh4? 
25 Ilxg7+! �xg7 26 ..-f6+ followed by 27 
�h6(+) is terminal for Black. On the other 
hand, an active defence with 23 ... f6? would 
have failed to 24 Ilxg6! hxg6 (or 24 ... fxe5 25 
'ilJ'h4 transposing) 25 �.xg6 fxe5 26 'ilJ'M 
with a decisive attack. 

In effect, White's attack was stopped by 
the accurate 23 ... if..d8, so what should he do 
now? 
24 >l.g51 

The beginning of a new plan: swap the 
dark-squared bishops and transfer the 
knight to the outpost on d6. 
24 .. �xg5 

Possibly a better choice was 24 .. .f6 25 
exf6 �xf6 in order to put an end to the en­
emy plan, although after 26 ..-e3 Ildf7 27 

ll'le4 White keeps the initiative. 
25 ':xg5 ..-d8 

Before doubling rooks on the d-file, 
Andersson brings the queen closer to the 
kingside. 
26 "'e3 'ilJ'e7 2 7 ll'le4 b6 

The immediate 27 ... llfd8 gives White the 
additional option of 28 ll'lC5!? with an even 
stronger plan: swap on e6 and attack with 
the bishop along the a2-g8 diagonal. After 
28 ... .:0 29ll'lxe6 "xe6 30 if..b3 'llte7 31 ':f1, 
followed by 32l:tgf5. Black is in trouble. 
28l:tl 

By keeping the knight on e4 for one 
more move, Sokolov maintains the option 
of ll'lf6+. 
28 .. ..:fd8 

If 28 ... �d5. with the idea of 29 ll'lxd6?? 
l:txd6. then White could again deviate from 
his original plan with 29ll'lg3! heading for 

IS. 
29�d6 



Mission accomplished. On d6 the knight 
not just controls a variety of key squares 
(such as f7 and f5), it also interferes with 
the opponent's main idea, an attack on the 
d4-pawn. If these circumstances are main­
tained, then White could start over again 
with the attack 
29 .. .lbd61 

This sacrifice is probably Black's best 
shot. On 29._f6? 30 J%h5 fxes 31 dxe5 intend­
ing ':xh7 and/or "'N, with a strong attack. 
Not much better is 29 ... CS?! due to 30 dXC5 
bxcS 31 'l'g3! resuming the idea ofh4-h5. At 
this point both 31 ... h6 and 31 .. .f6 permit a 
strong sacrifice on g6, while 31.-Wf8 32 h4 
lDxes n tOe4! is equally decisive. 
30 exd6 ':xd6 31 J%g3 

Thanks to his slight material edge and 
active pieces, White holds a stable edge. 
The next plan might be b2-b4, �e4 and ':Cl 
in order to attack the weak c6-pawn. In this 
whole example we can notice the flexibility 
with which White executed his plans. 

Another important concept within chess 
strategy is the so-called typical positions. Here 
I am referring to those with a similar pawn 
structure and piece configuration, although 
the involved set-ups (the location of some of 
the pawns and pieces) may differ from case 
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to case. For example, in the above fragment 
Short-ljubojevic we came across a typical Si­
cilian position. The study of games that lead 
to typical positions is essential in order to 
learn openings properly, since it helps us to 
master the related plans in the middlegame, 
and acquire a "feeling"forthe opening. 

Technique is a term used frequently 
when referring to the realization of an ad­
vantage without allowing the opponent 
any chances of counterplay. Furthermore, 
good technique is often related to the at­
tention on small details in the position. 

By now we have arrived at two impor· 
tant concepts: initiative and dynamics. By 
initiative I refer to some kind of major in­
fluence on the battle, without necessarily 
being an advantage in itself. The side that 
possesses the initiative has a greater liberty 
when it comes to the choice of actions, 
whereas his opponent is mainly reduced to 
defensive tasks. later on, the initiative can 
be converted into an advantage, or it can 
disappear. let's see an example. 

Example 8 
Y.Seirawan-G.Sosonko 

Sad Ki .. ingen 1981 

11 
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White is slightly better due to the badly 
placed black king that obstructs the rook on 
aB. He should now create some activity be­
fore Black manages to coordinate his forces. 
13 h3! 

Seirawan prepares g4-g5 in order to 
gain space and access to the e4-square for 
his knight. Stereotypical play with 13l:td2?! 
promises less after 13 ... iUB 14 it.xfB l:txfB 
15 l:thd1 9;;a 16 IId6 it.e6, followed by 
... lIadB, and Black has no major problems. 
13 ... h5 

Now after 13 .. ifB 14 i.xfB IIxfB 15 g4 
i.e6 16 g5 �d7 17 it.g4! White obtains 
some advantage - Cvetkovic. White also 
gains the upper hand in the event of 13 ... h6 
14 g4 i.e6 15 �d6! �eB 16 it.e7 followed by 
�4. With 13 ... h5 Black instead aims at 
preventing the g2-g4 advance, and would 
indeed succeed after the slow 14l:thg1?! h4. 
However, White has a much stronger move, 
which allows him to seize the initiative. 
14841 hX84 15 hX84 

This pawn sacrifice is mainly based on 
the fact that the clearance of the h-file fa­
vours White, due to the disconnected black 
rooks. 
15 ... 1xg4 

After 15 ... lOxg4 161lxhB+ .ixhB 17 IIh1 
.i.f6 1B IIh7! the black kings ide comes un­
der strong pressure. 
16 1lxh8+ it.xh8 17 �e71 

Generally speaking, the side that pos­
sesses the initiative should play actively, 
creating new threats whenever possible. 
Here Black is faced with the double threat 
of 1B lldB+ and 1B .ixf6. 
17 ... �d7 18 J:lh1 187 19 i.xf6! 

In order to keep up the pressure White 
needs to bring his knight into the game. 
The bishop pair matters less. 
19 ... .i.xf6 20 �e4 �d8 21 llh7! 

Seizing the seventh rank and creating 

new threats. The materialistic 21 �d6+?! 
WC7 22ll'lxf7 promises less due to 22 ... .1f6 
23 l:th7 ::'gBI, followed by ... l:tg7, and. the 
initiative starts to evaporate. 
21 ... .r...e8 

Or 21 ... �e6 22 �C5! .ifS 23 e4! b6 24 
exfs bXc5 25 fxg6 fxg6 26 .i.f3 with a con­
siderable advantage despite the minus 
pawn. 
22 .i.g4+ ..t>C7 

Obviously 22 ... f5?? failed to 23 lOd6+ 
with mate. 
23 .i.e6! .r...e7 24 �xf7 �xf7 25 11xf7 ¢'d7 26 
IIg7 

Finally White has managed to convert 
his initiative into something more tangible: 
a superior endgame. The knight outshines 
the bishop, the rook is well placed on g7, 
and Black has weak pawns on the g6· and 
es-squares. 
26 ... ¢'e6 27 �d1! 

After 27 IIxg6+?! �5 2Bl:tg7 9;;xe4 (not 
2B ... i.a3+? 29 ¢'d2 9;;xe4 30 IIf71 intending 
mate) 29l:txe7 IIfBI Black gets some coun· 
terplay for the pawn. Seirawan prefers a 
more technical path, simply bringing up 
the king. 
27 .. .Ilf8 28 9;;e2 11f7 29 11g8 

Heading for bB in order to provoke new 
weaknesses. White later won. 



Dynamics is another frequently used 
term in chess literature, and one that can 
be interpreted in different ways. I regard it 
as a force that changes the long-term char­
acteristics of a position. This force is closely 
related to pawn play and exchanges, since 
these are the only irreversible actions in the 
game - after any pawn move or exchange, 
the position never becomes the same (com­
pare the 50 moves rule). In concrete terms, 
pawn moves (some more than others) let 
new elements appear, such as open files, 
passed pawns and weak squares. In other 
words, dynamic play is the one that creates 
something "new" in the position. let's see 
an example. 

Example 9 
K.Sasikiran·A.lljushin 

FIDE World Cup. 
Khanty Mansiysk 2005 

In this structure known as the 5tone­
wan, Black deliberately leaves a weak 
square on e5, but in return gains control of 
tre light squares, in particular e4. 
12 h5! 

A useful pawn advance that prevents 
... g7·g5 and creates a weak square on g6, 
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which can soon be occupied by a knight. 
Moreover, the fact that the g6 and e5 
squares are at a knight jump's distance is 
rather practical for White. 
12 ... �f6 

Black should probably avoid 12 ... lbdf6?!  
due to 13 tDe5 followed by �g6; however, 
the restrictive 12 ...... We8!? intending 13 �h4? 
'ii'xh5 was worth consideration. 
13 e3 

Due to Black's previous move White 
must protect the d4-pawn before moving 
the knight towards g6. 
13 ... a4 14 �h4 �b6 

Black's play is logical as well. By attack­
ing the C4-pawn he asks the opponent to 
define his centre, for example by 15 lOxe4 
fxe4 16 c5, when 16 ... �d7 followed by 
17 ... De8 gets him closer to the desired ... e6· 
e5 advance. On the other hand, 15 b3 
would clear the a-file for the black rook. 
However, there is a third, stronger option. 
15 �xe41 

Sasikiran swaps the rather passive 
bishop for the active enemy knight. Regard­
ing his own knight on d2, its mission will be 
revealed two moves la ter. 
15 ... fxe4 16 -t:'Ig6 De8 17 131 

White adjusts the pawn structure so 
that the other knight gets into play. More­
over, he clears the b1-h7 diagonal for the 
queen. This key move had to be executed at 
this very moment - after, for example, 17 
C5?! �d7 18 f3 es! Black takes over. 
17 ... exf3 18 (5 �7?1 

In a closed position such as this one, 
18 ... f2+? 19 �xf2 hardly makes any sense. 
But 18 ... �c4!? was a more active choice; e.g. 
19 lDxf3 (avoiding 19 ll.)xc4 dXC4 20 'W'xC4 
b6! with counterplay) 19 ... b6 20 b3 axb3 21 
axb3 lDas and Black has far more play than 
in the game. 
19 -t:'Ixf3 b6 20 cxb6 0xb6 21 0-01 
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White avoids 21 "xc6?! .1&.d7 followed by 
... .!LX:4 with counter play. 
21 ... iLa6 22 11f2 iLb5 23 lLlfes 

White has achieved his main objective: a 
grip on e5. 
23 .•• lLlc4 24 eJg41 

By means of the threat 25 iLxh6, 
Sasildran forces the black bishop to g5 
where it can be exchanged. 
24 ... iLgs 25 lLl6es �)(es 26 lLlxe5 "'f6 27 
�h21 11ac8 28 �xgs 'ii'xg5 29 'i'g6! 

With every exchange, the knight's supe­
riority over the bishop is more evident. 
29 .. ,tt'xg6 

After 29 ... 'tIt'xe3? 30 :'f7 Black is mated. 
We now appreciate the merits of the pro­
phylactic 27 �h2!. 
30 hxg6! 

A dynamic recapture that creates an en­
try square on f7 and also enables a future 
g4'g5, clearing the h·file. 
30 .. ':e7 31 :CC2 :f8 

At this point Sasikiran played 32 94 fol· 
lowed by �g3 and won without any major 
problems. However, the consequent 32 :f7! 
seems even stronger; e.g. 32 .. �exf7 33 
gxf7+ Axf7 (or 33 ... �h7? 34 :f2 with the 
threat of 35 �7) 34 fi)xf7 'ifi'xf7 35 :c3! 
followed by b2-b3, creating a decisive 
passed pawn on the a-file. 
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A last aspect of strategy is the rhythm oj 

the position. Imagine that one player pos­
sesses a far advanced passed pawn, or a 
strong attack. In such positions the play 
tends to become sharp and tactically com· 
plex, where one single slip might lead to 
defeat. We saw an example in 50kolov­
Emms above. Conversely, in more balanced 
positions, such as in the previous example, 
the spirit of the battle is a bit different. The 
game becomes slower, with both players 
carefully choosing between different 
strategical operations, evaluating what are 
the most important elements in the posi· 
tion, etc. In conclusion, our way of playing 
has to be in accordance with the rhythm of 
the position - we shouldn't lose our pa­
tience in the slow ones, nor neglect the 
dangers and complexities of the quicker 
ones. 

Finally, I would like to show you one of 
my own games, in which many of the pre· 
ceding concepts are reflected. 

Example 10 
J .Helisten·M.Olesen 

Malmo 1997 
Benoni Defence (A43) 

1 d4 e6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 exd5 4 cxd5 d6 5 &3 

tiJ.7 
With 5 ... lOf6, followed by 6 ... g6 and 

7 ... iJ..g7, Black would have entered the main 
pathways of the Benoni Defence. 
6 till 3 tiJg 6 

The set-up with ... lOg6 has its pros and 
cons, compared to the mainstream Benoni. 
Black increases his control of the important 
e5-square, thus complicating one of 
White's key ideas in this opening, the e4·e5 
advance. On the other hand, the dark· 
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squared bishop ts deployed less actively on 12 ... c4 13 ltki4 and White gains the upper 
e7. hand. The paradoxical 11 ... iHS!? makes 

more sense: after 12 e4 �d7 Black has man· 
aged to provoke e2·e4, which means that 
White can no longer use the e4·square for 
his pieces. whereas the e4'pawn might 
soon turn into a target for the enemy 
forces, after moves like ... l:le8 and ... �f6. 

There is also 11 ... l:lc8, getting on with 
development and complicating the b2·b4 
advance. Z.Gyimesi-l.Seres, Balatonbereny 
1997, continued 12 �d2 l:le8! (avoiding 
12 ... �f6 13 �4) 13 b4 cxb4 14 axb4 it.f6 
with a comfortable game for Black. Perhaps 
White could try the odd 13 h4!? instead, 

7 g3 intending It:'!gs as well as h4-hS. 
7 e4 is perfectly possible, but the fi- 12 .i.e3 

anchetto has its logic too. The g3-pawn 
takes the h4 and f4 squares from the en­
emy knight, whereas the e4-square remains 
accessible for a white knight, an idea that 
might come handy if Black later moves the 
bishop to f6. 
7 ... �e7 8 .i.g2 0-0 9 0-0 It:'!a6 

Black initiates a standard plan in this 
structure: ... b7·bS, advancing the queens ide 
pawn rna jority. 
10a3 

White resorts to another typical plan in 
the Benoni: 11 .ubl and 12 b4, gaining 
space and preventing ... bS-b4. Another, 
perhaps more promising option is 10 ltki2, 
followed by a2-a4 and It:'!C4, in order to im­
prove the king's knight. 
10 .. �d7 11 J:bl c4 

Thus Black prepares ... lDcS and also neu­
tralizes the b2-b4 advance, since 12 b4?! is 
now met by 12 ... cxb3 ensuring the cS· 
square for the knight. On the minus side. 
the c·pawn becomes a little loose, and 
White gains access to the d4·square. 

Let's check Black's other options. On 
11 ... bS?! there follows 12 b4 intending 

Heading for the promising d4-square 
and preparing to meet 12 .. .li'lCS?! with 13 
�xcS dxcS 14 d6. 
12 ... 1IhS 

Black develops the queen and strength· 
ens the cs-square. 
13 �d4 lUc8 

Black continues with preparatory ac­
tions, aware that 13 ... lt:'!cS?! is still prema­
ture due to 14 �2 intending 14 ... bS 1S 
�xcS dxcS 16 d6. 
14 tt:'!d2 bS 

Finally Black is ready to go 1S ... lDcS. He 
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would then retreat the queen to d8 in 
preparation for a queens ide advance with 
... a7-aS and ... bS-b4. How should White re­
act to this plan? 
15 f4! 

A powerful thrust that creates new op­
portunities on the kings ide. White now 
threatens fS-f6 in order to soften up the f6-
square, while e4-eS, seizing the centre, 
might also come into consideration. 

15 e4?! is less flexible due to lS . ..locS 16 
f4 li:ld3 with counterplay, but 15 b4!? also 
made sense, with a fight for the queenside. 
After ls ... cxb3 (not ls .. .'iWxa3? 16 %tal "xb4 
17 Dxa6 etc) 16 lOxb3 "'d8! followed by 
... �f6, there are chances for both sides. 
15 ... '6 

Preventing the 'S-f6 plan once and for 
all, at the cost of weakening the light 
squares and restricting the bishop on e7. 
However, the alternatives all lead to trouble 
for Black: 

a) 1S ... fS?! invites 16 e4! intending �h3, 
with excellent attacking prospects. 

b) 1S ..... d8, covering the f6-square, is 
well met by 16 '5 lOes (or 16 ... lOf8 17 f6! 
�xf6 18 %txf6! gxf6 19 li:lde4 with a strong 
attack) 17 �xes dxes 18 lOde4 with a clear 
edge. The e4-square is ideal for the knight, 
from where it limits Black's counterplay 
and supports a future dS-d6 or fS-f6. 

c) IS ... lOcs is the move that Black would 
like to make, but this runs into the strong 
continuation 16 fs lOes (16 ... lOf8 again fails 
to 17 f6!) 17 �xes dxes 18 d6! �gs (or 
18 ... �xd6? 19 �xa8 :lxa8 20 lOxC4! bxc4 21 
"xd6 winning) 19 �xa8 :xa8 20 lOf3 �e3+ 
21 �g2. White isn't just a n exchange up, he 
also has a dangerous passed pawn, along 
with several strong threats such as 22 
lOxes, 22 lOdS and 22 'ii'dS. 

After lS .. .f6 White has to forget about a 
direct kings ide attack and, instead, focus on 
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the new weaknesses in Black's camp. As a 
consequence, the game slows down and 
becomes strategically more complex. 
16 ¢'hl 

A prophylactic measure in conjunction 
to my next move, which will expose the g1-
a7 diagonal. 
16 .. .ttjC5 

Finally the knight reaches its destiny. 
The ambitious 16 ... �d8, intending ... �b6, 
fails to 17 b4! forcing the queen to retreat. 

17 �xC5! 
It might appear illogical to swap the 

"good" bishop, but this exchange has sev­
eral virtues. White gets rid of the oppo­
nent's most active piece, the knight on cS. 
Moreover, after .. .f7-f6 has been played, the 
d4-square is in fact more useful to a knight, 
where it can access the weaknesses on c6, 
e6 and fS. Finally, if we imagine a later ex­
change of the light-squared bishops, as well 
as of a pair of knights, then White would 
reach a "good knight vs. bad bishop" sce­
nario. We already came across this topic in 
the sasikiran-Iljushin fragment (p. 23). 
17.,':X(5 18 �f3 'i'b6 19 �d4 

White now enjoys a pleasant edge thanks 
to his light square control. In retrospect, 
please note that he would probably not have 
reached such a favourable situation without 



playing 15 f4, whose tactical potential (ct. 
the 15 .... 'tjcS subline) convinced Black to 
weaken his structure by 15 . .f6. Again. tactics 
at the service of strategy. 
19 .. JleS?! 

19 ... a5 was preferable. speeding up the 
queenside play. although after 20 ii.e4 b4 
21 �4 i.xa4 22 'it'xa4 White keeps the bet­
ter chances. 
20�e4! 

Intending 21 .�f5 in order to swap the 
opp:::lnents "good" bishop. 
20. . .1%((8 21 i. fS i.x'S 22 lbxfS .t f8? 

Again Black should have resorted to 
22 ... a5 with the idea of ... b5-b4. As a general 
piece of advice. in inferior positions one 
should hurry to create even the most 
minimal counterplay. 

23 ·�d4! 

The knight returns to its ideal square 
and restricts Black's only active plan: ... a7-
as followed by ... b5-b4. 
23 ... a6 24 e411b8 2S 'ilt'd2 'ilfb7 2611be1 

White has strengthened his centre, in 
particular the d5-pawn, which means that 
the knight on C3 can now look for new hori­
zons. 
26 ... 'ilfd7?! 

Black underestimates, or misses. White's 
next move. 
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27lUa2! 
Improving the knight in the swiftest 

way. Now that 27 ... aS is unavailable (for 
this reason, 26 .. ifb6 was preferable). Black 
can't stop the tl)b4-c6 manoeuvre. 
27 .... �e7 28 tDb4 liaS 29 itJb(6 �d8 30 'iWg2 

�b6? 
Black should have exchanged one of the 

powerful knights by 30 ... ll'le7. even though 
after 31ll'lxe7+ '*kxe7 32 '*kh3 White keeps a 
clear advantage. In the game the bishop 
soon proves to be useless on b6 anyway. 
31 IilIS IilIS 

32 g41 
White can finally convert his positional 

advantage into a direct kings ide attack. 
32 ... itJe6? 

Desperation. but it was already too late 
for a satisfactory defence; e.g. 32 ... h6 33 g5 
breaking through. o r  32 ... g6 33 lOh6+ fol· 
lowed by 34 g5 and possibly 3 5  e5 with a 
crushing attack. 
H gs h gs 34 dxe6 'ilfx(6 3S 'th gs g6 

Both 3S ... 'fVb7 and 35 ... lla7 are met by 
36 e7 renewing the threats. 
36 'iWf61 gxfs 37 lIg1+ .i.xg1 38 :C:xg1 mate 

In the following chapters we will con· 
tinue the revision of these strategical con· 
cepts. 
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Chapter Two 

Improving the Pieces 

In this chapter we will study in more detail 
how to improve our pieces. On several 0(. 
(asians we will observe the cooperation 
between two or more pieces, for example 
rook and queen or the bishop pair. 

The bishop 
In all phases of the game, we should (on­
stantly search for ideal diagonals for our 
bishops. Since the bishop is able to move 
rapidly from one flank to another. its range 
can be drastically improved in a few moves. 

We will start with some examples where 
one player seizes one of the long diagonals. 
The fact that these cross the whole board 
turns out to be more important than one 
might perhaps initially think. 

Example 1 1  
A.Bujakevich·L.Kritz 

Moscow 1996 

Already in the opening we are faced 
with the choice of diagonals for our bish-
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ops. In the diagram position White is about 
to develop his remaining bishop. Ideas like 
12 .JtgS. or perhaps 12 f3 followed by �e3, 
come to mind. However, there is another, 
more powerful diagonal. 

12 b3! 

Intending �b2 in order to seize the long 
diagonal, which is of great importance 
when there are no central pawns on it. 
12 .. .llfe8 

If Black tries to challenge the enemy 
bishop by 12 ... lOg4 preparing .. ..Jtf6, then 
White has 13 tDdS! c6 14 .Jtb2 with strong 



pressure. A more careful way of launching 
the previous plan is 12 ... c6!? 13 .�.b2 tl)e8. 
Here White could try 14 .J:::ad1 'iWe6 (not 
14._.�f6? 15 est) 15 l:fe1 �f6 16 'ii'd2 with a 
slight edge, although Black probably has 
less trouble than in the game. 
13 Jil.b2 Jil.f8 

14l1ad1 
White slowly reinforces his position, 

aware that the opponent can't undertake 
any active measures, e.g. 14 ... g6? 15 tl)d5!. 
14" .'1l*'c6 15 lIfe1 a6 16 f3 %lad8 

After 16 ... bS?! 17 tl)dS! tl)xdS 18 cxdS 
followed by ::'C1, Black ends up with a bad 
structure. 
17 Wh1 'W'd7 18 tl)e211e6 19 tl)f4l:ee8 20 g4! 

Improving the Pieces 

tion. The immediate threat is 21 gs trap­
ping the knight. 
20 ... h6 21 :g1 

Preparing g4-gS, with a strong attack. 
Evidently, the bishop is well placed for this 
purpose on b2. Not surprisingly. there are 
entire opening systems based on the de­
ployment of a bishop on the long diagonal. 
such as the Catalan and the Grunfeld. 

Example 12 
Z.Efimenko-V.Neverov 

Ukrainian Championship, Rivne 
2005 

In open positions with pawns on both 
flanks the bishop tends to outshine the 
knight. Here White also commands the 
open d-file, and the black queenside pawns 
are weak. How to progress? 
30 .t.e21 

The bishop is regrouped to the long di­
agonal, where it will control more squares. 
30_.nc6 

Heading for C7 in order to protect the 
seventh rank. In the event of 30 ... lbf6. in­
tending 31 iLf3 J:l.b4, White has 31 as! :c.b4 
32 'itd6 with strong pressure on the a6-

Finally White i s ready for concrete ac- pawn. 
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31'i1J'es 
No hurry. Efimenko lets his bishop 

glance at the a6-pawn for one more move, 
while improving the queen. 
31 • ..1016 32 �13 J:l<7 33 J:ld6! 

Activating the rook and creating the 
threat of 34 :'xa6. 
B .. .lod7 34 'Be3 e4 

Now there arises a strong passed pawn; 
however, Black lacked a good defence 
against 3S 'i'C4 or 35 'it'a5. 
35 b4 li:Jf6 36 1!i'd4 J:ld7 37 J:lxd7 li:Jxd7 

After the alternative 37 ..... xd7? 3B "-xd7 
fud7 39 �e2 li:lb6 40 as li:lds 41 C3! White 
soon wins - Ribli. 
38 1!i'd6li:J16 

39 b5! 
Passed pawns should advance, as the 

old saying goes. Instead. the game contin­
ued 39 'i'c6!? 'i'dB 40 'tWaB! 'W'xaB 41 �xaB 
with a very superior endgame that 
Efimenko went on to win without any prob­
lems. But the advance with the b-pawn 
wins practically on the spot. 
39 ... axbS 40 axbS 'W'd7 

One of several insufficient ways of fight­
ing against the passed pawn. 
41 .b8+ �h7 42 b6 

There will inevitably follow 43 b7, with 
an easy win. 
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Example 13 
S.Gligoric-W.Unzicker 

European Team Championship, 
Bath 1973 

White enjoys some positional advantage 
due to his superior pawn structure - there 
are weak points on eS and e6. Moreover, his 
own pawns on e4 and f3 restrict the enemy 
pieces. How should he move on? 
27 b31 

Gligoric prepares the transfer of his 
dark-squared bishop to the long diagonal, 
where it will become quite strong in the 
absence of a black f-pawn. 
27 ... .tlfd8 28 il.C1 'i'f8 

After 2B ... es?! 29 �b2 the pawn be­
comes exposed on eS. A more aggressive 
option is 2B ... �h5!? intending 29 �b2?! 
--g5! with counterplay. White could try 29 
�e2 instead, in order to swap rooks before 
continuing his plan. 
29 �b2 h6 30 ¢'g2 �g8 31 lOeSI 

Seizing the bishop pair. 

31 ... �xes 32 il.xeSli:"Je7 
Preparing 33 ... ti:)c6 followed by ... e6-es 

and ... lbc6-d4, but the opponent is alert. 
33 �bS! lUdS!? 

After 33 .. .Il.xd1 34 :'xd1 White keeps a 



c\ear advantage due to his active pieces, so 
Black tries to complicate the game. 
34 Well 

Gligoric has noticed that is worth the 
exchange to launch a strong attacK. Much 
less was promised by 34 ':del?! lbb4 and. a 
black rook enters on d2. 
34 ••. lbe3+ 35 "xe3 J:xd1 36 lbd1 ':xdl 37 
'Ihh6+ �h7 38 iI.e4 

The other bishop joins in and Black is 
helpless. 
38 ... ,*,17 39 iI.x.6 �g6 40 11'141 l%d8 

Or 40._iI'xe6 41 tifB+ 'lll'gB 42 .itxg7 
mate. 
41 i.f7! 

Black resigned in view of 41. __ c6 42 
""'g5 or 41 .. .lId2+ 42 �h3. 

Now let's continue with some other di· 
agonals. such as h3·cB, h2·bB and their 
equivalents on the other flank. 

Example 14 
LStein-S.Schweber 
Mar del Plata 1966 

White is a pawn down but the following 
bishop manoeuvre. typical in this French 
structure, will yield him a strong initiative. 

Improving the Pieces 

19 i.C11 
Heading for the a3-fB diagonal. where 

there is no black counterpaTt. 
19 ... g6 

Preparing 20 ... lbh7 in order to swap the 
strong knight on g5. 
20 i.a3 lbh7 21 lbf31 

A logical retreat, by which White retains 
the knight for future attacking purposes 
and leaves its counterpart badly placed on 
h7. 
21 .. :i-'d8 

On 21...0-0 there could follow 22 'W'd2 
o;I;>g7 23 lbel intending lbg2-f4. in prepara· 
tion for a kingside attack. In the game, 
Black prefers quite a different destiny for 
his king. 
22 1td2 Z,d7!? 23 l:fbl lbfS 24 i.cS Q;c6 

In order to construct some kind of for­
tress on the queens ide. 
25 tiel! 

It is the queen's turn to exploit the a3·fB 
diagonal. 
2S .. ':g8? 

Perhaps Black was expecting the natural 
26 'i'a3. but White has a much stronger 
option that will produce a decisive attack. 
The immediate 25 .. :it'a5 was called for. 
26 l:lxa4! bxa4 27 tia3 Was 28 .i.xfS ':gb8 

On 2B ... gxf5 there follows 29 �e7! 
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threatening mate, and after 29 ... lZ.gd8 30 
�xd8 1:txd8 31 lZ.b4 Black is finished. 
29 lZ.xb8 1:lxb8 30 �h3 

White later realized his material advan­
tage. 

Example 15 
E.Raaste·V.Yemelln 
St. Petersburg 1996 

Black is better thanks to his space ad­
vantage and more actively placed pieces. 
He now launches a strong bishop manoeu­
vre that will step up the pressure. 
36 ... �e71 

Intending ... �d8·b6 in order to seize the 
gl-a7 diagonal. Also interesting was 
36 .. .'.t>h7!? intending ... �h6, but the text is 
more aggressive. 
37 lil1d2 

It is not easy for White to improve his 
pieces; e.g. 37 lte2 �d8 38li:le3? �xe4. 
37 ... .ltd8 38 �gl .ltb6 39 W02 �g7 

In such a superior position, Black has 
time for a few useful moves. 
40 I1lh4 WdB 41 I1lg2 I1lg51 

Before White plays h3-h4. Now 42 h4? is 
impossible due to 42 ... li:lh3+ snatching the 
f2-pawn. 

42 ¢>h2 11l16 
Increasing the pressure on the e4-pawn 

and creating the threat of 43 ... 'ihd2! 44 

'W'xd2 li:lf3+. 
43 11113 

By counterattacking the e5-pawn White 
is able to keep the material balance. How­
ever, the fact that the hl-a8 diagonal is 
cleared will soon play against him. 
43 ... lilfxe4 44 �xe4 li:lxe4 45 lilxes �a8 

Black maintains the strong bishop, thus 
creating several strong threats, such as 
46 ... �xf2, 46 .. ':e7 and 46 ... lZ.a2. 
46f3 lZ.e71 

This intermediate move destroys the 
white defence. 
47 lilxg6 fxg6 48 fxe4 lZ.xe4 49 'WC2 lZ.xe1 SO 
li:lxe1 h4! 

A final power move, that leaves the 
white king without shelter. 
51 $Lc1 'i'dS s2 lilg2 hxg3+ 

In view of 53 ..t>xg3 "-f3+ 54 �h2 �f2. 

White resigned. 

Example 1 6  
E.Gufeld-A.Kolarov 

Odessa 1968 

Here the choice of diagonals takes place 



in a slower position. White is slightly better 
thanks to the two bishops; however, only 
one of them is active at this moment. 

20h41 
A typical idea in structures with a king­

side fianchetto. White plans .i.h3 in order 
to seize the h3-CS diagonal, thus exploiting 
the absence of a light-squared bishop in the 
black camp. If Black tries to prevent this 
manoeuvre by ... 'I'd7 or ... 'i'c8 at any mo­
ment, then simply Wh2 renews the idea. 
2O .. .lbdl+ 21 J:xdl J:d8 22 i1S l()c8 23 �.h3 

The bishops are cooperating very well, at 
this moment creating an indirect threat 
towards a7. 

23 ... 016 
Black parries the threat but also fixes his 

Improving the Pieces 

pawns on Hght squares, where they can be 
attacked by the enemy bishop later on. 
23 ... lLld6!? 24 .txa7 �xe4 seems more ac­
tive, although after 2 5  .i.b6 l:txdl+ 26 'i'xdl 
White keeps an edge. 
24 1bd8 

white temporarily hands over the d-file 
in order to advance the queens ide pawns, 
since the immediate 24 c4? failed to 
24 ... l:xdl+ 25 "xdl �xb4. 
24 ... 'ff'xd8 25 c4! �e7 

Now on 25 ... 0.d6 White has the strong 
26 1/fd31 (threatening to win the knight) 
26 ... 'i'c7 27 c5 lLlb5 28 'W'd7! and the game 
is soon decided by a bishop move to c8. 
26 �f11 

A common prophylactic measure in end­
games with major pieces. White would like 
to improve his queen, but first he must 
cover the entry square on dl, a task that he 
now assigns to the king. 
26 .. .'�g7 27 �e2 h6 28 'i'C3 'i'd6 29 '41 

By this strong advance White opens up a 
second front on the kings ide. 
29 .. .f6 30 �C5 "C7 31 fxes fxes 

On 31 .. :"xe5 there follows 32 'It'xe5 fxes 
33 �xe71 il..xe7 34 c5 with 35 .licS to follow. 
32 1Il'131 

Intending 32 �e6 with deadly threats. 
32 .. :i'd8 33 .i.e6 'ilt'e8 34 �d61 
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The virtues of the f2-f4 advance are eas­
ily appreciated: the e5-pawn and the eG­
square have turned into weaknesses. 

34 ... �h7 3S "'6 lDg8 36 .iixg8+ �xg8 

37 .iixes 
Finally White's positional advantage is 

converted into a material one. 
37 ... hS 38 eS .iih6 39 "h8+ ¢'f7 40 "xh6 
'it'xes 41 "'4+1 

The ensuing pawn endgame is easily 
won. 

Example 1 7  
H.Ree·LPortisch 

Wijk aan Zee 1968 

There has just been a queen exchange 
on dl and one might get the impression 
that the game is entering peaceful waters. 
However, POTtisch now initiates active 
measures in which his light-squared bishop 
will play a crucial role. 

7 .•. b6! 
Considering that White is eager to play 

C2-C3 to secure his king on c2, Black hurries 
to put the bishop on the fl-aG diagonal. 
where it will touch the key square on d3. 
8 e311 

share my anxious feelings about this natu­
ral move! One try to do without it: 8 h3 ..iaG 
9 il..e3 0-0-0+ 10 �bd2 �fG 11 �C1 intend­
ing b2-b3 and �b2. with much safer play 
than in the game. 
8._.il..a6 9 il..fl 

White tries to swap the dangerous en­
emy bishop. 9 �C2 0-0-0 10 ..ifl il..b7! 
reaches similar play. 
9._.0-0-0+ 10 �bd2 ..ib71 

Very strong. After having displaced its 
colleague, the bishop shifts to the long di· 
agonal. where it will put pressure on the 
e4-pawn. 
11 'it'e2 �f6 12 ..id3 

An awkward square for the bishop; how· 
ever. both 12 h3? �xe4! 13 �xe4 �b4+. 
regaining the piece with interest. and 12 
.iig2?! lOg4! 13 l:.fl il..aG! 14 c4 �b4+. head­
ing for d3, were highly unpleasant for 
White. 
12._.h6 13 l:lel gSI 

Black continues with active play. He now 
intends ... g5·g4 followed by ... �e5. an idea 
familiar to us from the Seirawan-Sosonko 
game (p. 21). 
14 h3 g4 lS hxg4 �xg4 16 !t'l hSI 

Portisch hurries to open u pthe h-file be­
fore White's queens ide pieces get into play. 

After seeing the game, you will probably 17 a4 �ees 18 �xes �xes 19 �.e2 h4 20 g4 
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Or 20 Ilh1 hxg3! 21 lhh8 g2 22 l:lg8 
LDg6 23 LDf3 �xe4+ and wins - Portisch. 
20 ... h3 21 f3 h2 22 l:.hl l:lh3 

Intending .... l1i.h6. with devastating pres­
sure on White's camp. Black soon won. 

Example 18 
V.Kramnik-B.Gelfand 

Belgrade 1997 

White is a pawn down but his active 
pieces and the weak enemy pawns on c6 
and eS provide compensation. Can you spot 
Kramnik's strong bishop manoeuvre? 
23 'W'C1! 

Preparing �dl-b3 in order to seize the 
a2-gB diagonal. This would transform the 
passive bishop on f3 into a terrific piece 
now that Black has no light-squared coun­
terpart. 23 'iltb1?! is less accurate due to 
23 ... ltJc4 attacking the other bishop. 
23 ... 'W'C4 

Gelfand searches for relief in a queen 
exchange. 23 ... LDc4? no longer worked due 
t024 �dl followed by 2S �b3; while 23 ... aS 
24 i.dl a4, taking the b3-square from the 
bishop. can be met by 2S l:lbl l:lfbB 26 
.ie2!? �h7 (the threat was 27 l:lxb6) 27 'i'C2 
followed by 28 l:tedl with strong pressure. 

Improving the Pieces 

Again please remember, that we are not 
always able to fulfil our plans! 
24 �dl ltxc1 25 ':)(C1 l:lfc8 26 .ib3+ ..th7 
27 li:le6 

White has managed to activate his 
pieces considerably. 
27 ... aS! 

A good defensive move. The queen's 
rook will be useful along the seventh rank. 
whereas the a-pawn gets ready to kick 
away the bishop on b3. 
2S li:l)(g7 

28 :to!? a4 29 .$tC2 seems more ambi­
tious, keeping the powerful knight. 
28 ... Wxg7 29 .i.e6li:lbd7 30 :tedl :ta7 31 �b2 

White maintains strong pressure for the 
pawn, although Gelfand eventually drew. 

Now let's see a complete game where 
White's light-squared bishop did the main 
part of the work. 

Example 19 
J.Hellsten-A.Brkljaca 

Belgrade 2002 
Nimza-Indian Defence (E46) 

1 d4 lLlf6 2 c4 e6 3 li:lC3 .l1i.b4 4 e3 0-0 S li:lge2 
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dS 6 a3 �e7 7 �f4 
This is a modest, yet fully playable ver­

sion of the Rubinstein Variation in the 
Nimzo-Indian. in which White gives priority 
to a swift development The expeTts prefer 
7 cxdS exdS 8 g3 with strategically complex 
play. 
7 ___ c6 8 iLd3 dXc4 9 iLxC4 �bd7 100-0 eS 

Black exploits the fact that, with a 
knight on f4 instead of fl. White has less 
control ofthe es-square. 
u lDfe2lDb6 12 i&.a21 

A nice hideout for the bishop. where it 
stays in charge of the a2-g8 diagonal with­
out exposing itself to the enemy pieces. 
12 .. ,exd4 13 lDxd4 c5 14 �f3 iLfS 

Parrying the e3-e4 advance. In contrast, 
after 14 ... i&.g4 15 e4! White's kings ide pawn 
majority slowly starts rolling, and the other 
bishop wakes up as well. Now in the event 
of IS ... Wxdl 16 :xdl i&.xf3?! 17 gxf3 the 
mobile doubled pawns are more of an asset 
than a burden, whereas the black knights 
are a long way from reaching the outpost 
on d4. 
15 �e5 

Touching the f7-pawn while preparing 
the advance of the kingside pawns. 
lS.,Ji'C7 

On IS ... �bd7 I had planned 16 'ii'f3! on 
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the hunt for the bishop pair. 
16f4 :ad8 17 1I'U "c811 

Preparing 18 ... i&.e6 in order to swap 
White's �good" bishop: however, a simpler 
way to this goal was 17 ... �fd7! 18 �xd7 
(not 18 �C4?! iLd3!) 18 ... 'i'xd7 19 e4 �e6 
with approximate equality, e.g. 20 �b1 �C4 
2 1  :d1 'i'c6 fighting for the open d-file. 
18 a4! 

Black was perhaps expecting 18 e4?! 
�e6 19. �xe6 "xe6 with an easy game. 
Now. on the other hand, the white queen 
keeps tying its counterpart to the b7-pawn 
and there appears the threat of 19 as. 
18_ .. a51 

A strategical mistake that creates a 
weak square on bS and makes the queen­
side pawn majority less mobile. Black 
should have preferred the pragmatic 
18 ... i&.e6! 19 �xe6 (or 19 �b1?! �C4 with 
counterplay) 19 .. .fxe6 with just a minimal 
disadvantage due to the weakness on e6. 
19 e4 iLe6 20 �b1! 

The bishop switches to the bl-h7 diago­
nal, where it will enhance a future kings ide 
attack. 
20 ... �fd7 

Black tries to get rid of the active enemy 
knight. If 20 ... �c4?! with the same inten· 
tion, then 21 �d3! creates the double 
threat of 22 fS and 22 eS. 
21 �g4! 

In the same spirit of keeping the pieces 
for future attacking purposes. Moreover, 
Black's minor pieces now start to feel a little 
cramped. 
21 ... f6 

Black weakens his kings ide in order to 
cope with the impending white pawn ad­
vances. 
22 tOd51 

Exploiting the fact that a capture on dS 
would clear the bl-h7 diagonal for the 



bishop, White brings the other knight into 
the attack. 
22., .. �.d6 23 .id2?! 

Here I missed 23 'it'h3! , with the double 
threat of 24 lDh6+ and 24 e5, when both 
23 .. .f5?! 24 lbge3 and 23 ... �xg4 24 'i'xg4 
lVxd5 25 exd5 (preparing idS or l:ta3-h3) 
leave Black under a lot of pressure. 
23 ... c4! 24 <i;h1 

The pawn was poisoned due to check, 
but now the threat is real. 
24 .. ��xdS? 

Black should have postponed this ex­
change as long as possible. 24 ... 'iWC5 was 
much better; for example, 25 �e3 "'c6 26 
'Jllxb6 l1Jxb6 27 f5 iLf7 28 e5 il.d5! 29 'iWf2 
iLc7 with a complex game. 
25 exd5 i.b4?! 

Again 25 .. .'I'C5 was called for, although 
after 26 .if5! followed by 27 .\ie6(+) White 
is clearly better thanks to the powerful 
bishop. 
26 iLxb4 axb4 27 as lOa8 

28 idS! 
Now the bishop aims for the protected 

square on e6 and also puts some pressure 
akmg the h3-c8 diagonal. 
28 .. :iWc5? 

A tactical oversight in time trouble. Even 
though 28 ... g6 29 .�.e6+ �h8 30 f5 is de-

Improving the Pieces 

pressing for Black, this was his last chance. 
29 Wh3! 

The double threat towards h7 and d7 
decides the game. 
29 ... g6 30 iLxd7 l:txd7 31 llJxf6+1 l:txf6 32 
'1Ii'xd7 tiJC7 33 l::.ad1 c3 34 bXc3 bXc3 35 d6 

lOe6 36 "'e8+ 
In view of 37 d7 on the next move, Black 

resigned. 

So far we have mainly been dealing with 
open diagonals. In the following examples, 
we will examine a few different methods of 
clearing a key diagonal for our bishops. 

Exampfe 20 
M. Vokac-D.Navara 

Czech Championship. 
Karlovy Vaty 2005 

In a typical Sicilian battle a piece ex· 
change on d3 deprived White of the bishop 
pair but also strengthened his centre. Next 
he would like to attack on the kingside by 
'ii'g3, f4-f5 etc. 
17 ... dSI 

A standard advance that softens up the 
long diagonal for the bishop. Black could 
also consider 17 ... f5!? in the same spirit; for 
example. 18 llJg3 fxe4 19 llJd4!? .i!.f6! 20 
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dxe4 tio 21 .�b2 '1!fC4 intending ... lOc6 
with counter play. 
18 e5?! 

A safer choice was 18 �3 dxe4 19 dxe4 
'i'd3 20 .:tcl intending :tf2-d2. After 18 eS 
White plans to put a knight on d4 in order 
to block the bishop on b7, and then resume 
the kingside attack with f4-fS. However, 
when playing 17 ... dS Navara had already 
defined his next, powerful move. 

18 ... d4! 
This pawn sacrifice turns the bishop on 

b7 into a giant, and also creates a protected 
square on d5. 
19 li'lexd4 li'lc6 

It was time for the passive knight to en­
ter the game. less appropriate is 19 ..... d5?! 
20 fS! with an attack. 
20 ..lib2 

Now after 20 f5 lOxd4 21 lOxd4 �.h4! 22 
'1!td2 iLg5, followed by 'ii'd5, it is Black who 
ends up attacking. 
20 ... tt:Jxd4 21 tDxd4 'i'd5 22 'i!fe2 f51 

Eliminating the f4-f5 idea once and for 
all. Now 23 exf6 is strongly met by 
23 ._�xf6, pinning the knight. 
231bc11bc124 %bc1 iLd8! 

Black improves the other bishop as well. 
25 l:re5 'i'a2 26 ..Itel 

Before 2s ... 'i'a2 Black had to anticipate 
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the line 26 'i!t'c2!? �.b6 27 lOe2! �.xcS 28 
lOC3 'i!J'xb2 29 'WWxb2 �.e3! 30 li'le2.:tc8 with 
a clear initiative. 
26 .. :fi'xe2 27 li'lxe2 iLb6 28 ':e3 :d8 

Despite the minus pawn Black has the 
better chances in this endgame, thanks to 
his bishops. The game saw 29 h3 h6 30 <;Ph2 
'it>f7 31 <;Pg3 l:ld7 32 d4?! ."-dS 33 �.e3 as! 
(opening a second front) 34 bxa5 iLxas 35 
.:tcl �.C4 followed by .. _�b6. pressuring d4. 
Navara went on to win after a long battle. 

Example 21 
S.Krivoshey-G.Timoshenko 

Kiev 2001 



In this strategically complex position 
White enjoys some advantage, thanks to 
the bishop pair and his sounder pawn 
structure, but Black's game is compact. 
28f41 

Softening up the al-hB diagonal for the 
bishop, where there is no black counterpart. 
28 .. ,e4?1 

Preferable was 2B .. :iWfB keeping the ten­
sion, though Black is under pressure after 
29 fxes dxes 30 'ii'g3'. eyeing the es-pawn 
as well as the g6-square. 
29 i.e2 i.e6 30 g41 

Another strong advance that aims at 
clearing the g-file towards the target on g7. 
White also puts some indirect pressure on 
e4, which explains Black's next move. 

3O •.• d5 
Or 30 .. .fxg4?! 31 . .Ii.xf6! gxf6 32 tDxg4 

with a clear advantage thanks to Black's 
numerous weaknesses - Krivoshey. 
31 (xdS i.xdS 

This drops a pawn, but after 31 ... tDbxdS 
32 'i'g3 fxg4 (parrying the threat of 33 gS) 
33 li.:'lxg4 White's kings ide pressure is un­
bearable. 
32 gxfs �b3 33 Uel c4 34 tDg41 

Again unblocking the long diagonal for 
the bishop. 
34,��xg4 35 'ilixg4 Ud8 

Improving the Pieces 

36 <bhl1 
White avoids the removal of his bishop 

after 36 f6?! Uxf6! 37 .�xf6 thf6 and in­
stead prepares 37 .J:lgl with increased pres­
sure. 
36, . .-1'(5 37 f6 

37 .J:lgl! was even simpler, but the text 
doesn't ruin anything. 
n'/ild5 38 ,><<14 ilxb5 39 fxg7 

With a clear extra pawn and. a strong at­
tack, White won without major difficulties. 

Example 22 
A.lstratescu-V.Buturin 

Bucharest 1992 

White is a pawn up, but how can he pro­
gress? 
24 g41 

Istratescu prepares 25 fS in order to sof­
ten up the a2-gB diagonal for his bishop. 
This plan goes very well with the position of 
the white king, who won't get exposed by 
the pawn advances, nor obstruct a future 
kings ide attack. 
24 ••. .tlbc8 25 fSI exfs 26 gxfs q;.g7 

After 26 .. .'ill'xfs 27 tf'xa4 the three 
passed pawns will become extremely pow­
erful in any endgame. As for the middle-
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game, White may consider an attack down 
the f-file. 
27 fxg6 hxg6 28 ':f3 Ae5 29 Agl 

The straightforward 29 'i'f2!? seemed 
even stronger. 
29" ,'i'b6?! 

Black should have tried 29 ... .tteB! with 
the threat of 30 ... l:te2. At this point. the 
tempting 30 i.xf7? backfires due to 
30 .. ':g5L exploiting the motif of a back 
rank mate. 
30 :gfll i.gS+ 31 <;t>bl fS 

Black has avoided a direct attack on f7. 
but now faces problems on the g-file. 
32 h41 il.f6 

Or 32 ... i.xh4? 33 "xa4 with the double 
threat of 34 "'xh4 and 34 'i'd7+. 
33 <;t>al 'i'bs 34 ttgll 

By the threat of 35 hS White provokes 
Black's next move. which will clear the h· 
file forthe attack. 
34 ... il.xh4 35 I!h3 il.f6 36 I!gh1 ""8 37 

"d2! 

Suddenly the black king has nowhere to 
hide. 
37._ 'Ii ,6 38 I!h7 il.g7 39 1!h8+1 il.xh8 

After 39 ... <;t>e7 40 lIel+ White wins 
quickly. 
40 Axh8+ �e7 41 Ah7+! 

There follows 42 "'d4(+) with decisive 
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threats. so Black resigned. In fact the bishop 
on a2 didn't move during this whole frag· 
ment. but it still performed an important 
role by controlling crucial squares such as 
f7, e6 and gB. 

Exomple 23 
V.Kramnik-LVan Wely 

Dortmund 2008 

White has already taken the first steps 
to a kings ide attack. but it is unlikely to 
succeed unless more pieces participate. 
Kramnik finds a way to activate the bishop 
on b2. 
17 �xe4 dxe4 18 (51 

This clever move exploits the vulnerable 
position of the bishop on b4 in order to 
clear the long diagonal. 
18.,.bxe5 

Safer was IB .. .f6. pushing away the pow­
erful knight. even though after 19 lDc4 .i.a6 
20 .ttfc1 followed by a2-a3 White gets some 
advantage - Kramnik. 
19 a3 i.as 20 dxeS "'xes 

Slower moves. such as 20 .. ..DccS, permit 
21 f5 with a promising attacK. The lack of 
defenders on Black's kings ide is strongly 
felt, just as in the game. 



21 b4 WbS 22 'ii' g31 
The clearance of the long diagonal has 

turned g7 into White's main target. 
22 .. ..i.b6?! 

This doesn't contribute a lot to the de­
fence. Preferable was 22 .. .fS, clearing the 
seventh rank, although after 23 ):ladl! cS 
(the: threat was 24 tod7) 24 -"g6 .i.dS 2S 
.c.xdS! exds 26 '5'e6+ White still obtains a 
dangerous attack. 
231ild71 g6 

Both 23 ... �xe3+ 24 s>hl and 23 .. .f6 24 
tOxf6+ �8 2S toxe4 were equally bad for 
Black. 
241il16+ 

Kramnik also suggests 24 toxb6 -"xb6 
2S fS! exfs 26 .c.xfS and the black king is 
doomed. on the dark squares. 
24 ... �f8 25 .JiLes ..c.cc8 26 -"h4J 

The white forces coordinate nicely. 
26..,hS 27 toh7+ <o\oe8 28 i..d6 ..c.c7 29 ll.fdll 

One more piece enters the attack, and 
Black resigned in view of the decisive 30 
fi:lf6+ on the next move. 

Exampfe 24 
I.Sokolov-T.Nedev 

Calvi a Olympiad 2004 

In order to exploit the strength of the 

Improving the Pieces 

bishop pair White needs to open up the 
position. Sokolov hurries to clear the best 
diagonal for his dark-squared bishop. 

16151 gs 
Preventing 17 .JiLf4+. but not the idea to 

occupy the h2-b8 diagonal as such. Sokolov 
suggests 16 ... es! as a better option, al­
though after 17 fxe6 fxe6 18 i..f4+ eS 19 
.i.h2 followed by .i.d3 White seems a little 
better anyway. One future idea is tod2-fl­
e3-dS. redirecting the knight to the centre. 
17 �gll f6 

Creating a protected square at eS. 

18 i.h2+ eS 
A temporary pawn sacrifice in order to 

liberate the pieces. On 18 ... tod.es there is 
the strong 19 l1.)xes toxes 20 l::dS!. threat-
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ening to capture on eS in both ways. 
19 fxe6+ It:!des 20 e7! 

The most annoying way of returning the 
pawn. 
20 ... :e8 21 �e2 nxe7 22 Uhfl 

White now puts his focus on the weak 
f6-pawn. 
22 ... .i.d7 23 lt:!xeS fxes 24 11f6! 

The f-pawn is gone. but the same square 
remains weak. 
24 ... lIh8 25 �hSI 

Fixing the h6-pawn as a future target. 
2S •• .J:[hh7 26 �g6 .l!hg7 27 .l!dS 

With long-term pressure on the eS and 
h6 pawns, White is better in this endgame. 

Finally. let's see a complete game on the 
topic of clea ring d iagona Is faT ou r bishops. 

Example 25 
G.Kamsky-G_Kasparov 
Manila Olympiad 1992 

King's lnciian Defence (E88) 

1 d4 1il16 2 cA g6 3 IilC3 �g7 4 .. d6 S 13 0-0 
6 .i.e3 eS 

A classical response to the Sa.misch 
Variation. 
7 d5 c6 

Considering that White often castles 

4} 

long in this variation, it makes sense to take 
action on the queenside. 
8 "d2 exdS 9 exd5 a6 10 �d3lt:!hS 11 841 

A bad mistake that will cause White 
trouble for the rest of game. 11 tOge2 was 
correct, covering the f4-square. 

11 ••. tOf4! 

A typical sacrifice in the King's Indian. 
Sometimes in this opening. it is even a rook 
that settles on f4! 
12 �C2 

At this point White shouldn't even con­
sider accepting the gift with 12 i.xf4? exf4 
13 'lltxf4, since the bishop on g7 turns into a 
monster. After 13 ... bS. followed by ....... b6 
and ... lLld7-es, we can also notice that the 
e3-bishop is sorely missed in the white 
camp. 
12 ... bS 

Black resumes the queenside offensive 
that was initiated five moves ago. 
13 'ikf2 liJd7 14 lt:!ge2 b4 15 li)a4 aSI 

Not 15 ... lbxe2? 16 .... xe2 and Black's po­
sition loses a lot of its potential. Instead. 
Kasparov lets the knight stay on f4. con· 
vinced that it will be worth a pawn to dear 
the long diagonal for the bishop. In fact. by 
1S ... a5 followed by 16 ... i.a6. t-e is  trying to 
provoke the capture on f4-
16 11lx14 



16 0-0-0 .i.a6 17 tOxf4 exf4 18 .i.xf4tOes 
reaches similar playas in the game. 
16 ... exf4 17 i.xf4lDes 

In return for the pawn, Black enjoys con­
trol of the long diagonal and the powerful 
eS-knight. 
18 0-0-0 

18 tOb6? fails tactically to 18 ... tOxf3+, 
while after 18 0-0 .i.a6 19 .lUdl .J:Z.c8 Black is 
better - Kasparov. It  is evident that the g2-
g4 move doesn't fit very well with short cas­
tling. 
18 ... lDc4! 

Black prepares ... .i.d7 with an attack on 
b2, and simultaneously prevents 19 tOb6. 
19.i.e3 

19 ... lOxe3! 
A very important exchange. Any other 

move would have allowed 20 .i.d4!, taking 
up the battle for the long diagonal. 
20'i'xe3l:tb8 ! 

Since the immediate 20 ... i.d7 permits 
21lDb6, Black activates the rook first. 
21 i.b3 i.d7 22 �bl "e8 23 �b6 i. bS! 

The tempting 23 ... a4?! lets White defend 
a little better after 24 tOxd7 'i'xd7 2S i.c4. 
But now ... as-a4 has turned into a threat. 
2411d2 a4 2S .i.dll:tb7! 

With the subtle idea of 26 ... b3 27 axb3 
axb3 28 .�xb3 'i'b8, trapping the knight. 

Improving the Pieces 

Kamskyfinds the only response. 
26 es! b3 

The simplifications ansmg after 
26 .... �xeS 27 f4 were not to Kasparov's 
taste. 
27 axb3 axb3 28 i.xb3 "b8 29 It)c4 i.xC4 
30 .t.xc4 i.xes 31 'tte2 

Not 31 b3? l:tc8 32 �C2 .J:Z.xc4+! 33 bXC4 
.J:Z.b2+ and Black wins - Kasparov. 

Thanks to the inventive 26 eS White 
managed temporarily to block the black 
bishop, thus avoiding a mortal capture on 
b2. Even so, his king is in a lot of trouble. 
The principle that the presence of opposite­
coloured bishops favours the attacker ap­
plies well to this position. 
31 ... iWa7! 

Black prepares an invasion down the a­
file. 
32 .J:Z.ct 

Kamsky deliberately exposes himself to 
a pin with i.f4 at any moment, aware that 
the loss of the exchange would be the least 
of his problems. 
32 .. .l:ta8 B b3 i.f4 34 �c2 l:te7! 

The rook shifts to a better file. Now the 
white king turns outto be stuck in the mid­
dle. 
3S "'d3 'i'cS 36l:tbl lIe31 

Before checking on a2, Black lures the 
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enemy queen to a more exposed square. 
37 'iliddta2+ 38 ..t>d1 

Or 38 �b2 lbb2+ 39 'ii'xb2 �e5 40 "a2 
�C3+ and the check on g1 decides. 
38 ... 1bf3 

White can't avoid. material losses. 
39 'it'xf411xf4 40 :xa2 'ilJ'g1+ 41 �C2 'W'xh2+ 

White resigned. 

Forthe related exercises, see page 301. 

The knight 
Due to its short range the knight usually 
becomes stronger the c"loser it gets to the 
centre. Typically it is looking for squares 
where it won't be chased away by the op· 
ponent's pawns, so·called protected 
squares or outposts. let's see some exam· 
pIes on this topic. 

Example 26 
Y.Pelietier-M.Sebag 

French Team Championship 2007 

White has just played 22 b4, gammg 
some space on the queens ide. Should Black 
prevent the further advance 23 b5 or ignore 
it? 
22 .. ,a6? 
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Preferable was 22 ... �C7 23 bS �fc8 -
Pelletier. With the a-pawn still on a7 Black 
keeps the option of ... b7-b6 if necessary. In 
contrast. 22 ... a6 leaves the b6 and c5 
squares seriously weakened, something 
that Pelletier immediately exploits. 
23 �f11 

Vacating the d3-square for the knight. 

23 .. ':C7 
Or 23 ... lbc6 24 tOe1 tke7 2S �CS! fol­

lowed by �aCl with a clear plus. Later on 
the knight might replace the rook on c5. 
24 lbe11 

A key move. The knight is heading for 
the protected square at c5, where it will 
attack the weak pawns on b7 and e6, while 
restricting Black on the open file. 
24 ... �fc8 25 tLld3 tLlc6?! 

White is also much better after 25 ... �XC1 
26 �xc1 �XC1 27 .XCl �e8 28 "cS, intend­
ing 'ilJ'a7 and tOcS. But the text loses mate­
rial. 
26 lbcS 'ii'e7 27 lbxb7! 

A tactical twist that decides the game. 
Now after 27 ... �xb7 28 �xa6 White recov­
ers the material and, more importantly. 
obtains two terrific passed pawns. 
27 ... lbxd4 28 llxC7 llxc7 29 lbcS llxcS 30 
'W'xd4 

Of course not 30 bXC5? tLlb3. In the game 
White is able to generate a decisive passed 
pawn. 
30 .. ':c6 31 b51 axbS 32 a6 ':'c8 33 "'b61 "'18 

34a7 
In this desperate position, Black resigned. 

Example 27 
G.Kasparov-A.Beliavsky 

Candidates match (game 9), 
Moscow 1983 

White is better thanks to his sounder 



pawn structure and more active pieces. 
Kasparov now initiates a transfer of his 
knights to the kingside. where the absence 
of a black g6-pawn has left the light 
squares a little loose. 

19ltJe21 
Heading for the protected square at fS. 

19 ... ':g8 20 c3 ltJa6 21 ltJg3 "f811 
Bothered by the threatened 22 IOhS Be­

Iiavsky unpins the knight. However. 
21 ... .i.f81 preparing ._jLe7. was a better re­
ply - KaspaTOv. There can follow 22 lill:4 (22 
�h5?! .i.e7 makes less sense) 22 ... i4.e7 23 

"i'd2 Wh7 24 lOe3! preparing 25 iDefS. At 
this point. both 24 ... lOxdS 25 filefS! and 
24 ... filxe4 25 .i.xe7iDxd2 26 �xd8 ':xd8 27 
D.adl iDb3 28 .ltd3+ �g7 29 IOC4. with the 
double threat of 30 .ltel and 30 lOe4. are 
troublesome for Black. 
u fildfl! 

The other knight joins his colleague in 
the battle for the fs-square. less logical is 
22 iDfS?! .i.xfS 23 exfs. when the pieces can 
no longer make use of this square. 
22 ... ltJh7 23 ltJe3 Jif6 

Black manages to swap his bad bishop. 
but the problem with the f5-square re­
mains. 
24 hto. lilxf6 2S lLIgts lLIhS 26 ..-t21 

A clever move that improves the king 

Improving the Pieces 

and clears the path for the TOok. 
26 ... .i.xfs 27 ltJxfS filf4 28 g3 lDh3+ 29 <ke2 

With :'hl coming up. White has a huge 
advantage and won just a few moves later. 

Example 28 
M.Matuiovic-5.Marjanovic 

Yugoslav Championship. Bj_lovar 
1979 

In this typical French structure. in ex­
change for his weaknesses on eS and e6. 
Black has some pressure on the d4-pawn 
and along the f-file. His next moves might 
be ... !laf8 and ... gS-g4. Matulovic found an 
excellent knight manoeuvre. 
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20.!i)a4! 
This knight was not doing anything sub­

stantial on 0_ Now it is heading for cS-d3-
eS, and also eyes the b6-square. 
20_._':af8 

After 2o ... liJxd4 White had prepared 21 
liJb6! liJxf3+ 22 'i*xf3 'iWgs 23 tfh3! and 
wins, since 23 ... ltd8 24 liJxd7 l::xd7 25 ':c8+ 
ends with mate. 
21 �es iI.e8 22 lL!d) li'h6 

Or 22 ... 'iIt'b8 23 lDdes fOxes 24 �xe5 
with a clear advantage thanks to the strong 
knight on eS. Black has no time for 24 ... :txf2 
because his own knight ha ngs on hS.  
23 ibdes ibxes 2 4  toxes! 

Based on the tactical line 24 .. ..:txf2? 25 
':xc8!, White is  able to recapture in the best 
way. 
2 •.• Jigs 25 131 

Simple but strong. Now Black's kings ide 
attack is practically over, whereas the con­
trol of the c-file and the prominent knight 
on eS are long-term factors in White's fa­
vour. 
2S ... g6 

Or 2S .. lOf4 26 g3 intending ':0 and 
1Itc2 - Matulovic. 
26 ':e7 'iWh4 27 'iWd2 l:tf4 28 l:teel lbd4 29 
'i'h6! 

In a hopeless position Black lost on time. 
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Example 29 
J.Polgar-V.Anand 
Wijk aan lee 1998 

The present structure can arise in sev­
eral Sicilian variations. Usually Black needs 
active piece play in order to compensate for 
the weaknesses on dS and d6, whereas in 
the above position, he has been left with 
the "bad" bishop. Thus White's plan sug­
gests itself: install the knight on the pro­
tected square dS, exploiting the fact that 
Black has no minor pieces that can swap it 
off. 
H e)! 

Preparing fOc2-e3-ds. 
H ... b4 

If 21 .....
. 
c6 22 liJc2 .�gs, intending to 

swap the knight when it arrives to e3. then 
simply 23 liJb4! followed by l:I.dl and lDd.5. 
The ability to use different routes to the 
same square is indeed a key viltue of the 
knight. On the other hand, after 21...1:I.cS 22 
ltd1! as 23 £OC2 the knight will choose the 
e3-ds route instead, after a preparatory 24 
"'d3. Contrary to the previous subline, 
... .i.e7-gS is unavailable here due to the d6-
pawn hanging. 
22 e 4 g6 23 g3 



Another option was 23 li:'!c2!? :CS 24 
t'ile3. speeding up the knight manoeuvre. 
23 ... :'C5 24 :d11 

White should keep dS clear for the 
knight. 
24 ... a5 25 lZ'le2 �g7 

2S ... i.gS? failed to 26 :xd6, while after 
25 ... "c6 26 .

. 
d3! the problem with the d6-

pawn remains. 
26 "d3 

Of course the immediate 26 �e3? failed 
to 26 ...• xe4, but after the preparatory text 
move there is nothing that can stop li:'!e3-
d5. 
26 .. .%Ie6 27 LDe3 "'e8 28 �g2 

A useful move that rules out ... 'i'h3 at 
any moment. 
28 ..... e6 29 .e2 .i.d8 30 �d5 

White has fulfilled his plan. On dS the 
knight is controlling a lot of important 
squares, and it can't be expelled nor ex· 
changed. 
3O ... :e5 

Or 30 . .1Lb6 31 l:.d3 followed by l:i.f3 with 
attacking prospects - Polgar. 
31 'tie3 

White now slowly prepares a kings ide 
attack, exploiting Black's lack of counter­
play. 
31_.i.e7 32 J:ld3 .lI.d8 33 'IId2 J:lc6 34 'IIdl 

Improving the Pieces 

�g8 35 h4! OIg7?! 
Preferable was 35 ... hS, complicating the 

enemy attack, although after 36 f3 �g7 37 
"e2 followed by :d1·hl and g3-g4, White's 
game is promising anyway - Polgar. 
36h5! 

After this White can clear the h-file 
whenever she likes. 
36 ... .i.g5 37 .'3 ':c8 38 l:d1 11c6 39 "e2 
':e8 40 ':h1 �g8 41 '31 ':b8 42 .'2 

On f2 the queen not only controls the 
entire g1-a7 diagonal, but also gets closer 
to the h·file via gl-h2. 
42 .. .%Ib7 43 hxg6 fxg6 

Or 43 ... hxg6 44 'tIfg1 followed by "h2 
with a strong attack. 
44e51 

A logical advance after the .. .fxg6 recap­
ture, which left the black king more ex­
posed towards the centre. 
44 ... dxe5 45 'W'xe5 i.d8 46 :'C1 

With the plan of :'4 and 'ii'e3-cl to 
seize the c-file and enable l:c8. White has a 
clear plus and went on to win the game. 

Example 30 
G.Kasparov-JPiket 

Tilburg 1997 

47 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

In exchange for the pawn White has a 
lead in development. Kasparov now seizes 
the initiative by means of a strong knight 
manoeuvre. 
16 lbfd2! 0-0 17liJe4 

Getting ready to install a knight on d6. 
17 ... i.e7 18 .i.g31 

After 18 i.xe7?! 'ii'xe7 White can't go 19 
lOed6? due to 19 ...  lOxes! 20 lOxb7 lOxC4 21 
i.xc4 'i'xb7 etc. In the game, the bishop on 
g3 keeps an eye on the vital e5 and d6 
squares. 
18 ..... d8 19 lbed6! 

By using this knight White clears the c­
file and also keeps the lOe4-c5 resource. 
19 .. .liJas 20 i.e2! 

Preparing .. d3 with a kings ide attack. 
We saw a similar pattern in the previous 
game: once White has completed the 
knight manoeuvre, he is ready for action on 
other parts of the board. 
20 .. ,b3 21 i.bl "b6 22 "d3 g6 23 lbes! 

With the double threat of lOd7 and 
lOxe6. 

23 ... i.e8 24 h4! lbe61! 
White is also much better after 24 ... h5 

2S 'tItxd4 lOc6 26 "e4, but now he wins on 
the spot. 

flect the black pieces from the kings ide de­
fence. In contrast, the immediate 2S h5? 
permitted 2S ... lbxe5! 26 �.xe5 i.xd6 with 
unnecessary complications. 
25 ... 1It'xas 

Now on 25 ... lOxas the time is right for 
26 h 5 with an irresistible attack. 
26 lbxf71 lbf7 27 "xg6+ �8 

Or 27 ... :'g7 28 "e8+ �.f8 29 'tifxc6 win· 
ning. 
28 li.)xe6+ i.xe6 29 :'xe6 i.d7 30 "xh6+ 

Black resigned in view of 30 .. .';tr>e8 31 e6 
. Ihc6 32 exf7+o;fr>d7 33 i.f5+. 

Quite often the idea of exploiting pro­
tected squares appears as a consequence of 
incautious pawn moves by the opponent. 
We already saw this in Pelletier·Sebag 
(22 ... a6?), and here is another example. 

Example 31 
S.Guliev-J.Timman 

European Team Championship, 
Pula 1997 

24 f41 
Strengthening the knight on e5 but 

leaving the pawn structure in bad shape. 
25 as! The simple 24 lbcd3 was much a sounder 
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An ingenious intermediate move to de· option. 



24 . ..Iild6! 

Timman immediately directs his atten­
tion to the newly created protected square 
at e4. 

25 84 �fe4 26 �cd3 16 

Black has been more cautious with his f· 
pawn than his opponent, and now man­
ages to expel the enemy knight from the 
centre. 
27 1013 1ilc4 

A nice square for the knight. but it 
doesn't really match its opposing number 
on e4. The more centrally placed. the more 
powerful are the knights! 
28 'i'el1o'h8 29 'it'h4 

White prepares a kings ide attack, but 
this is unlikely to succeed with the centre 
under Black's command. Moreover, the (1-
bishop is out of play. 
29 ... 'ilfd7 30 g5 fxgs 31 h gs �g8 

Timman also suggests the simpler 
31 ... g6!? 
32 g6 h6 33 €IfeSI? .txes 34 dxe5 'ife1! 

Avoiding 34 ... 0xe5? 35 �.b2' It:'Ixd3 36 
:lf7 and White takes over. 
35 Wh5 I118! 

Again 35 ... ttJxes? was wrong due to 36 
fl)xes 'i'xes 37 'i'xes ':xes 38 J:f7! with 
rompensation - Timman. Instead, Black 
aims to exchange White's active pieces to 

Improving the Pieces 

reduce his counter play. 
36.1:.17 .1:.xf7 37 gxf7+ 'ii'xf7 38 'f'xh6 .1:.e81 

The last piece enters the game. 
39 h4 l!e6 40 'i!i'14 'i!i'h5 

Black enjoys a clear advantage thanks to 
his active pieces. In conclusion, we should 
remember that any pawn move leads to 
some kind of weakening; 24 14? in this ex­
ample handed over the e4-square to Black 
and restricted the white bishop. 

Example 32 
G.Cabrilo·R.Ziatdinov 

Belgrade 1991 

In this typical Spanish structure it is not 
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easy for White to exploit his space advan­
tage. The desired c4-c5 advance is unlikely 
to succeed in the near future; e.g. 24 'ua2 
..id7 25 'uac2 'uecB and Black holds. Instead, 
Cabrilo launches a slow, but JX>werful 
knight manoeuvre. 
24 ..ie11 

Preparing lbd2-b3-a5-c6, by which the 
passive knight would turn into a giant. 
24 ... �d7 

The closed nature of the position makes 
it difficult for Black to interfere with the 
opponent's plan. So he prefers to reinforce 
his queenside defence, aware that when 
the knight arrives at b3. the threat of c4·c5 
will be renewed. 
25 �d2 'ueeS 26lbb3 �e7 27 :a21 

The queen's rook should also enter the 
game. The knight's jump to as can wait. 
27 ...... a7 

Another option is 27 ... ,Uc7 2B lba5 'llta7 
preparing ... ,UbcB. At this moment. let's 
compare the knights on as and a4. Both are 
situated on protected squares; however, the 
difference is that the white knight may 
soon jump to a more powerful one. i.e. 29 
cxb5 axbS 30 'uxC7 'W'XC7 31 'uc2 'itb6 32 
lOc6! with a clear advantage. 
28 'uae2 lbe8 

Enabling ... ..ie7·gS. There was no time 
for 2B ... �.dB? heading for b6,dueto 29 c5. 
29 exbS 

After activating his pieces, White resorts 
to concrete action. The quiet 29 g3!?, pre· 
paring 30 h4 to prevent ... ..ig5, was inter· 
esting as well, since 29 ... �.g5?! at once 
would fail to 30 c5. 
29 ... :XC2 30 'ii'XC2 axbs 

Or 30 .. .AcB 31 "xcB! �xcB 32 11xcB "-d7 
33 'ubB with a decisive advantage. 
31li:la5 ..igs 32 ..id2 l:la8 

Prophylaxis against li)a5·c6. 
B g3 �dS? 
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Black should not have abandoned the 
kingside defence with his bishop. After 
33._hS! 34 &6 'W'b7 35 h4 -'iI.h6 he would 
have much better cha nces of resistance. 
34 li)e6 'ii'a6 

White has completed the manoeuvre 
initiated ten moves ago, and the knight is 
terrific on c6. But how to make further pro­
gress? 
35 ..ie11 

The initial move of this example is re­
peated, and again it is very strong. Cabrilo 
wants to put his queen on e2, from where it 
can take part in a kingside attack and also 
puts pressure on the bs·pawn. 
35 ... �.b6 36 1ife2 /.be7?! 

Black should have played 36 ... ..ixe3!, 
eliminating the lbe3·fs resource. After 37 
fxe3 (not 37 ..-xe3?! lbb2 and the knight 
reaches C4) 37 ....

. 
b6 3B -'iI.xb5?! .�g4! 39 

'llfd3 lbb2 Black obtains counterplay. So the 
immediate 36 lLlf5!?  was probably more 
precise. 
37 �fS �xfS 38 lUe7+! 

Thus White manages to keep a knight 
on the excellent fs·squa reo 
38 ... <t>fS 39 lUxfS ':dS 40 ':e61 f6 41 �g2! 

Some prophylaxis in view of the line 41 
lLlxd6? :'xd6! 42 ,Uxd6 �xf2+. Now the rest 
is easy. 



41. ..... a7 42 'ilt'g4 lOe8 43 �xbS l:1b8 44 ttc21 
i.d4 45 i.xe8 l:1xe8 46 l:1a2 

Black resigned. 

Sometimes, the usage of a protected 
square is preceded by the exchange of the 
enemy forces that defend it. Here ts a sim­
ple example. 

Example 33 
Z.Hracek-Z.Almasi 

Odorheiu Secuiesc 1995 

Black is just about to improve his pawn 
structure by 29 ... dS. while ... lOb6-C4 is an­
other interesting resource. for example if 
White snatches a pawn with 29 "'xbS?!. 
Hracek opts for a more strategical solution. 
29 �xb61 

A strong exchange that secures the dS­
square for the knight. and creates a "good 
knight 'Is. bad bishop" scenario. 
29 .. ..:xb6 30 lOfll 

The knight hurries to dS before Black 
manages to resume the ... d6-dS idea. 
;o .. ie7 31 /i)e3 ilh4 32 Iild51 IIb7 

After 32..ixel? 33 lOxb6 :b8 34 bxas 
White wins a decisive pawn. 
33 l:1ebl 

Improving the Pieces 

The strong knight leaves White better 
on the whole board, and he now opens a 
new front on the queenside. 
33 .. :.c8 34 �h21 

Against the plan of ... ..ig3 and ..... d8-h4. 
34 .. Ji'd8 35 g3 ..igs 36 a41 axb4 

Or 36 ... bxa4 37 bsl. creating a terrific 
passed pawn. 
37 ttxb4 '1i'b8 38 '-bl l:1aa7 39 as! 

39 .. ..lb6 
Black had to stop 40 a6. but now he suc­

cumbs on the b-file. 
40(4! 

Creating a strong passed pawn. 
40 ... �d8 41 l:lxbs l:txbS 42 cxbS l:txas 43 

lbas �xas 44 b6 
The further advance of this pawn is soon 

helped by the queen, so Black resigned. 

In the previous examples the protected 
squares were available from the very be­
ginning. Now let's see a few different ways 
in which they can be created. 

Example 34 
A. Vyzmanavin .. F .Braga 

Benidorm 1993 

White is slightly better thanks to his 
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space advantage. Vyzmanavin now opts for 
a concrete plan: the installation of a knight 
ond6. 

there. Now it helps Black in the fight for the 
central dark squares. 
21 �xc6 �xc6 22 �d2 

White avoids the swap on f3 and pre­
pares f2-f4 in order to reinforce his centre. 
22 ___ cxd4 23 "xd4lbc5 24 �C3l 

With the strong knight on d6 paralysing 
the black camp, an attack on the king has 
every reason to succeed. 
24 ... �xa4 25 �2e4l 

White is better after 2S �xcS bxcS 26 
"xa4 �xb2 27 �2c4, but the text is more 
energetic. 
25 .. _lic6? 

Underestimating the enemy attack. Cor­
rect was 25 ... �xe4 26 "xe4 .lit.e8, reducing 

16 eSl �b7 the material, though after 27 :'fc1 fS 28 
Also after 16 ... ii..a6 17 �e4 the knight "e3, intending :'0, White has a great 

reaches d6 with an initiative for White. game anyway. 
17 lbe4 c5 18 �d6 :'eb8 

On 18 ... .i.xf3 Vyzmanavin had planned 
19 "xf3 :'ed8 20 "g3 cxd4 21 f4!. Then 
White could consider �cd1xd4 or even (4-
fS!? with attacking prospects. 

26 �f6+l�h8 
After 26 ... gxf6 27 �g3+ �h8 28 exf6"0 

29 :'g7 the attack is irresistible; e.g. 
29 .. ..:Ig8 30 :'xh7+! ..t>xh7 31 'ilfh4+ �g6 32 
f4! with decisive threats. 

19 �b5 27 :'h3 gxf6 

A clever move that enables :'C1-0 as a Or 27 _h6 28 'i'f4 .f8 29 �xf7+! and 
response to ... cSxd4 at any moment. 
19 ... .i.d5 20 'ilfe3 lbc6! 

Despite b4 being a protected square, the 
knight wasn't doing anything substantial 

5] 

wins - Vyzmanavin. 
28 tkh4 

In view of the imminent mate, Black reo 

signed. 



Example 35 
I.Cheparinov-J_Helisten 

Belgr ade 2002 

Here is a less dramatic case of creating 
protected squares. White aims to exploit 
his space advantage by moves like �a4, 
l1d2 and .tIedl. with pressure on the b6 and 
d6 pawns. How can Black generate some 
activity? 
26 •.• e5! 

A typical idea in such positions. Black 
deliberately weakens the ds-square, ;n or­
der to transform d4 into a protected square 
for hrs knight. 
27 fxe5 

After 27 �dS lLld4 Black (ould soon 
swap the strong enemy knight by .... �xd5, 
whereas White is unable to do the same 
thing. Please note that with dark-squared 
bishops on the board, this would not be the 
case, thus the ... e6-es idea becomes less 
appealing. By the text move Cheparinov 
avoids the .. .toc6-d4 idea but lets the black 
knight settle on another protected square. 
27 ... lLuc:e5 

Not 27 ... dxe5? 2B .t1xd7 'ilfxd7 29 �d5 
W'dB 30 c5 with a clear initiative on the 
queenside. The bishop could soon exploit 

the a2-gB diagonal. 
28 �d5 as 

Improving the Pieces 

By swapping the a-pawns, Black avoids 
ending up with a weak pawn on a6 after 
White's c4-c5. 
29 1W14 

The threat of 30 �f6+ forces the ex· 
change on d5. 
29 ... �xd5 30 Uxd5 axb4 31 axb4 lt)c6! 

Black prevents 32 c5 with an indirect at· 
tack on e5, and also eyes the b4-pawn. 
32 Itcd1 

After 32 bs? �e5 White loses his dy· 
namic potential on the queenside, while 32 
"'d2!? is well met by 32 ... 'i!fC7 33 c5 bXc5 34 
bxc5 ':bdB, when 3 5  lld1 fails to 35 ... 'l:le7! 
36 cxd6 "a7+. In the game Cheparinov in· 
stead trades the b4-pawn for the one on d6. 
32 . ..tDXb4 33 .ttxd6 'ifC7 34 "f6 llxd6 35 
:xd6 

On 35 'i'xd6 I had planned 35 ... 'i'C5+!? 
when both 36 �hl l%eB and 36 "xC5 bXc5, 
followed by 37 ... %l:cB and maybe ... 1Oc6-d4, 
seem to fallOur Black. 
35 .. ,tba61 

Heading for the protected square at c5. 
36 ':c6 "d7 37 u'xb6! 

White simplifies in order to avoid long· 
term inferiority due to his weak pawns. 
37 ..... a7 3B c5 li:lxC5 39 l:txb8+ "xbB 40 
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.:i.C4 We8 41 es! li:ld7 42 "'c6 'ilf'xes 43 

:i.xf7+1 �xf7 44 'ii'xd7+ 'ilf'e7 
Drawagreed. 

Example 36 
RJ.Fischer-J.Durao 

Havana Olympiad 1966 

In this typical position from the King's 
Indian Attack, Fischer hurries to create a 
protected square for his knights. 
17 a41 

Fixing the pawn on b6 so that a knight 
can settle on c4 later on, without worrying 
about ... b6-bS. Moreover, bS and b6 might 
turn into long-term weaimesses. 
17.,.Aad7? 

This stereotypical move does nothing to 
stop White's plan. Much better was 17 ... gS!  
trying to trade the g-pawn for the central e­
pawn, for example 18 h 3  h S  19 lDxgs lDxes 
with rather unclear play. 
18 .:i.fll 

This bishop exchange makes it easier for 
White to exploit the weak (4- and bs-squares. 
18 ... �xfI 19 ¢'xfl li:lde7 20 �C4 

Thanks to the clever 17 a4, the black 
pieces are now unable to get rid of the 
knight from c4. 
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20 ... lDc8 21.i.gslD6e7? 
A strategical error that leads to a "good 

knight vs. bad bishop" scenario. Correct was 
21..1H8 preparing ... h7-h6, and only then 
... tt:lce7. Durao perhaps feared 22 l:ledl, but 
after 22,.J:ldS! he is still defending. 
22 li:lfd2 h6 23 j,txe7! ':xe7 241ta3! 

Heading for b3 in order to attack b6. 
24 .. J:lC7 25 l:lb3 Ac6 26 li:le4 .�f8 27 ¢'e2 

Preparing g2-g4 and f2-f4 in order to 
open a second front. Fischer soon exploited 
his huge advantage. 

Now let's have a look at a few examples 
regarding "semi-protected" squares, where 
the knight feels quite safe despite a poten­
tial attack from an enemy pawn. 

Example 37 
G.Garcia Gonzales-A.Karpov 

Linares 1981 

In a typical Hedgehog position White 
just played 23 �h2?!. accidentally exposing 
his king along the h2·b8 diagonal. Karpov 
reacts very opportunely. 
23 ... hS! 

With the intention of 24. .. h4, softening 
up the dark squares around White's king. 



24h4 

The threat was 24 ... h4 2S g4 dS+. and if 
White pre ... ents this by 24 f4 h4 2S g4. then 
after 2s ... es! 26 fxes ':xes Black is better 
anyway thanks to his dark square domi­
nance. By 24 h4 White a ... oids such a sce­
nario. but the lost control o ... er g4 will soon 
ma ke itself felt. 

24 . ...::.c8 25 �g1 tLlg41 26 13 tLles 
From now on. Karpo ... is ready to answer 

f3-f4 with ... .!Og4! at any moment. exploit­
ing the fact that White can't play h2-h3 
anymore. As a consequence. the knight is 
practically untouchable on eS. and Black 
obtains a great game. 
27 Add2 'i'a7 28 �h1 :ed8 29 t4? 

White loses his patience. As we already 
noticed. this mo ... e would be fine with the 
h-pawn still on h2. but in the present case it 
just helps Black to establish a strong knight 
on g4. Preferable was a non-committal 
mo ... e like 29 'i'dl. 
29 ... -'2Ig4 30 tUd1?1 

An awkward square for the knight. 
White should ha ... e preferred something 
like 30 iLlf3. although after 30".'ili'b8!. pre­
paring ... b6-bS, Black is much better any­
way - Kharitono .... 

lO ... eS! 
Black deflects the other knight from d4 

Improving the Pieces 

to enable the ... b6-bS thrust. 

31 tLlf3 bS 32 cxbS axbS 33 tags b4 

With the simple idea of ... ii.b7-a6. White 
had a ... ery difficult game and soon lost. 

Here is related case on the other flank: 1 
e4 c6 2 d4 dS 3 tLlC3 dxe4 4 tLlxe4 .:its 5 lilcs 
(a rather rare, but not harmless line against 
the Classical Caro-Kann) S ... b6 6 tab3 taf6 7 

tt'lf3 e6 8 g3 (after the pro ... ocation of ... b7-
b6. the kingside fianchetto makes sense) 
8 ... aS!? (intending ... a4-a3 to soften up 
White's queens ide) 9 a4 .:ie7 10 �,g2 tadS 
11 0-0 0-0. Now on c2-c4 at any moment, 
there follows ... �dS·b4 and the knight be­
comes excellent. The game ZoJo ... ano ... ic­
F.Doettling, European Junior Championship 
1999, continued 12 c3 lild7 13 'i'e2 =ta7 14 
tUbd2 =-c7 and Black had no problems. 

Example 38 
E.Rozentalis-I.Georgiadis 

Athens 2006 
5icilian Defence (823) 

1 e4 cs 2 tLlC3 a6 

An interesting sideline against the 
Closed Sicilian. 

55 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

3 g3 b5 4 �g2 �b7 5 d3 e6 6 f4 b41? 7 iDce2 
d5 8 e5 

Black's previous two pawn moves had 
the merit of provoking e4-eS, Since his 
knight on g8 hasn't moved yet, it may now 
proceed directly to the "semi�protected" 
square at fS. 
8 ••• iDe7 9 c3 "Llbc6 10 lLIf3 lLlf5 11 a-a 

White could. chase the knight away with 
11 g4, but then 11 ... "Llh4! is a little annoy­
ing for him. 
11 ... h51 

A useful move that reinforces the fS­
square for the knight. Now if h2-h3 and g3-
g4 at any moment, then after swapping on 
g4 followed by ... lLlh4 or even ... tOhG, Black 
obtains counterplay against White's weak­
ened kingside. Thus quite often White pre­
fers to let the knight stay on fS. at least for 
a while. 
12 d4?1 

More cautious was 12 h3 preventing the 
course of the game. There can follow 
12,...i.e7 13 'W'e1 as 14 'W'f2 �a6 15 l:td1 
'ilt'bG with a tense struggle. If now 16 g4. 
then 16 ... hxg4 17 hxg4 lLlh4! with counter­
play. 
12 ... h41 

At first glance this is rather illogical 
since the knight is now expelled from fS. 
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However, Georgiadis has seen a little fur­
ther into the position. 
13 g4 h31 14 �h1lLlh6! 

Thanks to the clever 13 ... h3, White now 
can't protect the g4-pawn by 15 h3. 
15 g5?! 

After this Black regains control over fS 
with an excellent game. White should have 
tried the active 15 fS!? instead. although 
after 1s._exfs 16 gxfs lOxfS 17 lOgs 'W'd7 
Black defends quite well, whereas White 
has a long-term problem with his unsafe 
king. 
15 ... iDf5 16 1Og3 lLlce7! 

Keeping up the fight for the fs-square. 
In contrast, after 16 ... �xg3? 17 hxg3 White 
would again have g3-g4 at his disposal 
17 cxb4 cxd4! 

There was nothing wrong with 17 ... cxb4, 
but the text is more ambitious. In retro­
spect, White should probably have released 
the tension by 17 dxcS. 
18l:tf2 

Not 18 lOxd4? 'ii'b6 19 tOge2 lOc6 and 
Black wins a piece. In these positions we 
may observe that the knight on fS is useful 
in preventing �c1-e3. 
18 .. JlI'b6 

Black has a huge advantage, in great 
deal thanks to his fantastic knight on fS. 



From now on the posihon plays itself. 
19 a3 :c8 20 �e2 �c6 21 "tIid3 as 22 b5 
-*.C51 23 b3 

Or 23 bxc6 �.a6 followed by 24 .. d3 with 
strong pressure. 

23 ... �a7 24 a4 �c6! 
Again exploiting the 25 bxc6 .Q..a6 idea. 

Georgiadis gets his knight to the excellent 
b4-SQuare. 

25 .id2 �b4 26 .Q..xb4 -*.xb4 27 :'dl .e7 28 

lIfh. 
Slack also has strong pressure after 28 

e.exd4 /(Jxd4 29 lbxd4 :'0 30 We2 l:.h4!. 
28 .. ":C31 29 �XC3 dXC3+ 30 :'f2 ii.C5 31 

:'dfl :'c8 
White is completely tied up and the rest 

is pure desperation 
32ltiUltie3 33 f5 lOxfl 34 f6+ �d7 

White res igns. 

Going back to the first diagram. the 
combination of ... tbe7{h6)·f5 and ... h7-hS 
are seen in a few other openings as well, 
such as the French and Caro-Kann. It also 
appears on the other flank, in terms of 

... li:.d7(a6)-cs and ... a7·a5, in openings like 
the King's Indian and Sago-Indian, among 
others. 

Finally, Jet's see the knight performing 

one of its favourite tasks: blocking enemy 
pawns. The blockade concept will be inves· 
tigated more thoroughly later on in the 
book, so here I will restrict myself to two 

simple examples. 

Example 39 
V.Mikhalevskl·J.Ehlvest 

lake George 200S 

In exchange for the pawn Black enjoys 

active pieces and a strong passed pawn on 

d4 

Improving the Pieces 

33 /(Jell 
Simple but strong. The knight is redi­

rected to d3 where it will block the passed 

pawn. In contrast, 33 li)xd4?? :tedB loses on 
the spot, while 33 lL\g5?! h6! 34 tbf7+ �h7 
3 5 liJd6 '*d5 is also unconvincing for White. 

33 .. ':cd8 
On 33 ... :te2? there follows 34 ltdCl!, 

winning thanks to a back rank mate, but 
not 34 lIbcl?? l:.xe1+! 3 5  ':xel "'XCl and. it 
is Black who wins . 

34 'irg4 lin 

35 :'bcl 
The immediate 3 5  lbd3!? was possible as 

well. 

35 .. :1 ... 61 
Preferable was 35 ... .:tdeB! 36 g3 'i'b3 37 
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LOd3 ..tr>gS with just a slight white advan­
tage - Mikhalevski. 
36 �d3l:de8 37 g31i'b7 38 l:el! 

Being a pawn up White is happy to ex­
change pieces. 

38 .. J:[xel+ 39 Axel 

Thanks to the extra pawn and the pas­
sive bishop on g7. White is clearly better. 
please note here that 39 ... Axe1+ 40 LOxel 
'W'xb2? fails to 41 'ii'cS+, a line Mikhalevski 

surely observed when playing 3S 'uel. 
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Example 40 
M.Stolz-J.Helisten 

German league 2000 

Black has a slightly cramped position 
and his development is yet to be completed. 

My first intention was the simple 17 ... ..Ii.d7 
followed by ... .:tacS, but after IS tOe4 'W'bG 
19 b4!, preparing tOcS. White obtains some 
initiative. Then I saw a better solution ... 

17 ... '11'/61 
The queen vacates the d6-square for the 

knight and takes control of the long diago­
nal. Such an arrangement also gives the 
bishop access to fS and g4. 

18 '::'el 
IS LOe4? fails to IS ... 'tllxb2, so before ac­

tivating his knight White improves his ma­
jor pieces. 

18 ... tOd6 19 'ilfe2 %te8 20 lObS 
A logical move in order to swap the 

strong enemy knight. but 20 i£le4 was a 
simpler way of achieving this; e.g. 20 . ..ll")xe4 

21 .i.xe4 .i.d7 22 %Z.acl .:tacS, when Black 
has just a minimal advantage thanks to his 
active queen. 

20 ... .i.g4! 
Tactics at service of strategy. Now after 

21 'ihg4?! liJxbS 22 'ilt'b4 lLld6 followed by 
... %tacS, the knight on its strong blockading 
post clearly outshines the bishop. 
21 'W'd3 %Z.ac8 22 lOd4? 

At this moment Stolz perhaps thought 
that he was provoking a repetition of 



moves, but this is not so. 22 t{)xa7? �fS fol­
lowed by ... .::(2 leads to a strong black ini­

tiative, so preferable was n /{)xd6! exd6 23 
'i'd2, eliminating the black knight. There 
can follow 23 ... �f3 24 �xf3 lIt'xf3 25 'W'd4+ 

'i'f6 with just a slight black edge. 
22 ... ::'c4 23 t{)b5 ::'ec81 

Simple and strong. Black seizes the c-file 
and enables a future invasion on C2, 
whereas the a7-pawn is irrelevant. 

24�xa7? 
The last chance was 24 ti)c3, admitting 

that the whole knight journey was flawed. 
In the game Black obtains too much activ­
ity. 
24 .. ..:.d41 25 'i'e3 ::'c2 26 h3 

This loses on the spot, but the alterna­

tives weren't much better; e.g. 26 ltaCl 
:C:xb2 27 h3 .li1.xh3! 28 . .txh3 ::'e4 and Black 
is winning after 29 'ii'cS b6 or 29 'ilJ'C3 'ilt'xC3 
30 :txC3 Axel+. 
26 ••• 11lc4 

Unable to keep the f2-pawn protected, 
White resigned. 

For the related exercises, see page 304. 

The rook 
The natural working areas for our rooks are 
open and semi-open files. The possession of 

Improving the Pieces 

an open file often leads to control over the 
whole board, which is why both sides will 

fight for them by all possible means. One 
typical method in this sense is doubling 
rooks on the open file, sometimes even ac­
companied by the queen. let's see a few 

examples. 

Example 41 
J.Hellsten-LRojas 

Santiago 2006 

White has a slight but enduring advan­
tage thanks to the weakness on dS. He now 
proceeds with the seizure of the open file. 
20 :tactl 'ite7?1 

Black develops the queen with tempo, 
but now his rook remains misplaced on eS, 
a fact that will play against him in the bat­

tle for the c·file. In this sense, 20 .. .Ik8 was 
better, although White keeps the advan­
tage with the simple 21 ':C2!, preparing to 
double rooks by l:tfn. 
11 e3 hS 

If 21...aS, trying to swap pawns and cre­
ate activity on the queenside, then 22 bS! 
followed by ':c6, with strong pressure. With 

21...hS Rojas instead secures a flight square 
for his king and enables ... hS-h4 at some 
moment. 
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22 :c61 
White aims to double the rooks on the c­

file, and this is the best way to do it. From 

its entry square on c6 the rook interferes 
with the opponent's play and can be sup­
ported by b4-bS if needed. 

22'R:d8 23 :fcl g6 
Black avoids any back rank mates, but 

also weakens the f6-square, something that 
I exploit with my next move. 

24 ild411ile4 
If 24 .. ':d7 covering 0, then 25 .ith31 is 

unpleasant. 
25 :c8 

Another good option was 25 :0 'i'f6 26 
f31 llJd6 27 f4 :fS 28 "xf6 :xf6 29 .itxdS, 
transposing to a superior endgame. 
25 .. Jlxc8? 

This lets White install a decisive mating 

threat towards h8. 25 ... :e8 was better, al· 
though after 26 lZ.10! "e6 27 lZ.xe8+ "xe8 
28 :xa7 White ends up with an extra 
pawn. This is a rather typical scenario: the 
side that gains control of an open file. later 
manages to seize the seventh rank. 
26 lZ.xc8+ ¢h7 27 '41 'ilJ'd7 28 :'8 'ife7 29 

lIbSI 
Some geometry in order to pick up the 

black rook without losing myown one. 
29 ... 'i'C7 30 "xes WC1+ 31 .ifl the3+ 32 
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1;g2 
Unfortunately for Black the white king 

has an escape route via h3-h4. 
32 ..... 12+ 33 �h3 'fh'l+ 34 �h4 g5+ 35 

'xgs f6 36 g6+1 
In view of the imminent mate, Black re­

signed. 

In structures with just one open file. 
control of that file becomes very important. 

Exampie 42 
I.Rohl Montes·A.Zapata 

Ubeda 1997 

25 ... lZ.d71 
Black hurries to double the rooks before 

White manages to play lZ.al-d1. Another. 
equally strong way to do it was 2S .. .l:a7 
followed by 26 ... lZ.ad7. 
26 lZ.aal :ad8 27 h3 

In the event of 27 %tadl Black should 
avoid the naturaI 27 ... :xdl?1 28 l:.xdl ':xdl 
29 'i'xdl tl)xe4 due to 30 .. f3! recovering 
the pawn. Much stronger is the prophylac· 

tic 27 ... g6! just like in the game. Here both 
28 lZ.xd7 'iWxd7! and 28 :d2 ':xd2 29 liJxd2 

cS, preparing ... cS-c4 and .. .1td3. \eave Black 
on top. 



21 ... g61 
Black creates a flight square for his king 

and gets ready to meet 2S .tt.adl? with 
2S ... .tt.xdl 29 l:xd1 'uxd1 30 'itxdl ltJxe4 31 
.f3 f51, keeping the extra pawn. 

28 'iWo (5 
Zapata slowly reinforces his position, 

aware that the opponent is short of active 
plans. Now 29 'tIibG is prevented. 

29 'I'gs (4 30 �3? 
This leads to a difficult endgame. Pref­

erable was 30liJh2. heading for f3. 

30 .. .'!()xe4 31 'iWxe1 l1xe1 32 liJX(4 fS! 

The powerful knight on e4 should stay 
on the board. Now it becomes evident that 

White can't stop ... 'ud8·d2 seizing the sec­
ond rank. 
33 lDxeS IIxes 34 f3 J:ld2 35 fxe4 fxe4 36 
:e3ltxb2 

With a sound extra pawn and active 

pieces. Black went on to win the game. 

Example 43 
M.Vudovich-K.Klaman 

USSR Championship, Leningrad 
1947 

(see following diogram) 

Improving the Pieces 

White is better thanks to his space ad­
vantage and the weak pawn on c6. More· 
over, his bishop on h 2 is  very strong. 

n .J:b21 
A clever way of fighting for the a-file. 

Now Black can't reply 22 .. .l:xa2 23 "W'xa2 
'i'a8? because ofthe bishop hanging on e7. 

22 .. :l'c8 23 J:lea1 'iWb1 24 'iWb21 
Preparing 25 tla3 in order to triple the 

major pieces on the a·file. The immediate 
24l:ta3?1 was less accurate due to 24 ... .tt.xa3 
25 l:txa3 l:taS. 

24 ... lbe6 25 l:ta3 �(1 
On 25 ... ::xa3 there follows 26 "W'xa3! 

with the strong threat of 27 'i'a7. By play­

ing 25 ... �1 Klaman enables ... ::e8-aS, e.g. 
26 'i'a2?! ':xa3 27 'iWxa3 l:ta8. However, on 
C7 the knight also gets exposed to the white 
bishop, something that Vudovich exploits 
with his next move. 

26 l:tasl :xaS 
In view of the threat 27 iLxC7 winning a 

piece. Black has to concede the a·file. 

21 lbas lba6 
Obviously 27 ... l:ta8? failed to 28 iLxc7. ln 

conclusion. by tactical means White man­
aged to seize the open file. 
28 'i'u �ab8 29 lta11 'i'(8 30 tUxbSl? 

A tempting way of converting the ad­
vantage, although the more methodical 30 
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:0 'lid8 31 'Mh7 was also strong - Ro­
manovsky. 

30 ... cxbS 31 �xbS 

White's pressure is overwhelming and 
the rest is easy. 
31 ... �g7 32 .i.xb8 �xb8 33 .i.xe8 'iltxe8 34 
b5 .il.f8 35 We3 We8 36 Wf4 

With the double threats of 37 %la8 and 

37 �e5. In this desperate position. Black 
resigned. 

A common weapon in the battle for the 
open file is the occupation of entry squares. 
Here are two examples. 

Example 44 
V.Anand·M.Adams 

FIDE World Championship. 
New Delhi 2000 

White has some advantage mainly 
thanks to the misplaced knight on a7. Be· 
fore recovering the pawn on f4. Anand 

takes a grip on the queenside. 
27 :lb6! 

A power move that attacks Black's weak 
pawns and prepares the doubling of rooks 
on the open b-file. In contrast. the immedi· 

ate 27 "'xf4?! was less effective due to 
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27 ... 'i'd8! and Black covers the b6·square 
with improved defensive chances. 
27-.• l!bd8 

After 27...:lxb6? 28 axb6 �c8 29 b7 the 

passed pawn gets too strong. 
28 'tIfxf4 'tIfe7 29 :lab11 

The greedy 29 �xa6 permits 29 .. .fS with 
some counterplay. so Anand prefers to 

carry on with his plan. Now there is the 
threat of 30 :lb7 winning a piece. 
29 ... �c8 30 :lb7 

Just like in the previous example. the 
control of the open file leads to the seizure 
of the seventh rank. 

30 .. :i'e6 31 'iWgs h6 
Or 31...'i'xh3 32 �f4 'tlt'h6 33 'ilhh6 gxh6 

34 ,i,c6 followed by .i.d5 with an enormous 
advantage. Black can hardly move. and the 

a6-pawn is easy prey. 
32 Wg3 Wf6 n lilf4 

Heading for the protected square on dS. 

H ... �e7 34 �g2! 
The tempting 34 J:lxe7?! 'itxe7 35 1lhg6 

permits 3S ... J:lb8! - Anand. By 34 wg2 White 
avoids any future queen check on al. 
34 ... �g8 35 �dS 'iWe6 36 .i.dl! 

Installing the threat of 37 .i.g4. Now 
both 36 ... f5? and 36 ... h5? fail to 37 �f4. 
while 36 ... �f6 permits 37 %le7 'i'c8 38 lt:'lxf6 

gxf6 39 111f4 �g7 40 %lb6. Black resigned. 



Example 45 
V.Smyslov-B.lvkov 
Rovinj/Zagreb 1970 

In this position from the King's Indian, 

Black is just one mOlle away from 21...l:.ad8, 
reaching a balanced game. Thus Smyslov 
hurries to take command of the d-file, us­
ing an entry square. 

21l:.d61 l:.ad8 
If 21 ... g4?1 at any moment, then 22 lOh4 

glances at f5 and 96. White also keeps the 
pressure after 21.. .... f7 22 b3, with ideas 

like �C4 and 'i'(3. 
22 l:.fdllbd6 

Now White obtains a strong passed 
pawn; however. the pressure along the d­
file was quite annoying fOT Black. 
23 cxd6 'tWf6 24 'tItcSI 

The queen gets ready to support the ad· 
vance of the passed pawn, and also keeps 
an eye on the f2-pawn. 
24. .. a4 25 ..-b6 'tit" 7 

Parrying the threat of d6-d7. 
26 gxf41 

A key capture that opens new horizons 

for the knight. Now if 26 ... gxf4 then 27 
1Llh4! followed by lDfS, while in the game 
the knight finds another route to get there. 

Improving the Pieces 

26 .. .exf4 27 lDd4 .i.d7 28 lD1S! .i.es 
After 2B .. ....txfS 29 exfs the pawn is un· 

touchable dueto 30d7. 
29 lDxh6 �h7 30 lDg4 .i.xg4 31 .i.xg4 13 32 

gx13 
At this point Black apparently resigned, 

although by 32 ... 'tIt'h2+ 33 �1 .i.xd6 he 
could have kept on fighting for a while. In 
contrast. 32 g3!  preparing 33 d7 would 
have left him completely helpless, now that 

32 ... .i.xg3? fails to 33 1td4+. 

Another idea in the fight for an open file 
ts to exchange, deflect or obstruct the en­

emy pieces that are defending it. let's see a 
few examples. 

Example 46 
LPolugaevsky-C.Partos 

Biel Interzonal 1985 

Black is just one move away from play· 
ing ._.I:[fB-c8! with resistance on the c-file. 
20 .i.a6! 

A strong decision. Polugaevsky has noth­
ing against swapping the opponent's "bad" 

bishop. if this can help him in the f)ght for 
the open file. In contrast, the natural 20 
"(2 proves less effective after 2o ... lOd7! 
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(but not 2o ... llc8? 21 thc8+! followed by 
checks on h8 and f7). e.g. 21 lbg6l:tc8 or 21 
lbxd7 "xd7 22 "'C7 'tho 23 1lxo IIf7 and 
Black defends. 

20 ... 'it'b8 
If 2o ... .iia8. then 21 "C2' followed by 

"0, just like in the game. 
21 .i.xb7 "xb7 22 "e2! 

White prevents 22 .. 1I:c8. thus securing 
the open file. He is now ready for "C2-0. 
invading the enemy camp. 

22 .. .Ile8 
Or 22 ... lbd7 23 lbg6! followed by 24"0 

with a clear advantage. 

23 'W'e7 1le7 24 "d61 ¢>h7 
Parrying the threat of 2s lbg6. 

25 h3 1le8?1 
2 S  ... lbe8 26 "d8 lbf6 offered more resis­

tance; e.g. 27 :c8 ':e8 28 ':0 llxd8 29 llxb7 

':c8 with modest counter play. 
261le7 'ih6 

27 11ld71 
White gives up his strong knight in or­

derto enhance the attack on the black king. 
27 ... lbxd7 

On 27 ... lbe4 Polugaevsky had planned 
28 'i'eS! with the decisive threat of 29 lLlf8+. 
28 'ilJ'xd7%lg8 29 'ibe6 "xa2 30 thfS+ ¢'h8 

A pawn up with active pieces. White is 
winning. Henowinitiates a final attack. 
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31 g41 'ilxb2 32 gs 'ilb4 33 'ilg6 'ilfs 34 �f71 
Before capturing on h6 White rules out 

34 ..... f6. With mate imminent, Black re­
signed. 

Example 47 
L.Pachman·OJakobsen 

Barcelona 1975 

White is better thanks to his active 
pieces. but the tension along the open d-file 
makes it difficult for him to progress on the 
kings ide. For example, if 26 %le1 intending 

:e3-g3, then 26 .. 1I:d3! with counterplay. 
Pachman finds a more subtle plan. 

26 .i.e31 
Intending 27 .i.as in order to weaken 

Black's defence of the d·file. 
26 ... l:be8 

Black could stop the bishop move to as 
by 26 ..... 0. but then after 27 ':el the rook 

transfer to g3 i s  inevitable, seeing as 

27 �.l:d3? fails to 28 "e4+. 
27 .i.a5 lbd1+ 28 ':xdl .i.e7 

Preparing .. if6-d4 to obstruct the white 
rook 
29 'ilf31 

An ingenious fork in the fight for the 

open file. Pachman has seen that after 



29 ..... xf3 30 gxf3, followed by Ad7, his ac­
tive rook is a much more relevant factor 

than his pawn structure. On the other 
hand, if Black defends the f7-pawn by 
29._'i'e8, then after 30 "b7! the double 
threat of 31 Ad7 and 31 "xa6 is highly un­
pleasant. 

29 ... "g8 
Jakobsen opts for a third solution: bring 

the king into the game. 

30 .)(e6 :)(e6 31 ltd7 ¢f8 32 Ab7 ..te8 3 3  
.i.e31 

Provoking a weakness on the ldngside. 

33 .. .16 

After 33 ... .i.f6 34 .bf6 gxf6 35 Ab8. fol­

lowed by 36 :h8, White obtains a danger­
ous passed pawn. 

34 :'71 
(urK>usly, the rook on its own is restrict­

ing the movements of the whole black 
army. 

34 ... Ad6 35 ¢f1 e5? 
Now the light squares are seriously 

lNeakened. Preferable was 35 .. ':lc6 with a 

waiting game, or 35 ... J:[d3 36 o;i(e2 J:[d6 (the 
bishop was poisoned) in the same spirit. 
36 o;i(e2 ':e6 37 g4! 

Fixing the enemy pawns on dark 

squares, just before Black manages to play 
37 .. .f5. As a result White's king may soon 

Improving the Pieces 

enter the enemy camp. 
37 ... ':b6 38..td3¢17 39 �e4w;e640f3 :'e6 
41 ':b7 i.f8 42 i.a5 .i.e7 43 ':b6! 

Black resigned. There could have fol­
lowed 43 ... ':xb6 (here or later, 43 ... o;i(d6 al­

lows 44 �f5) 44 i.xb6 i.d6 45 a3! .i.f8 46 
.i.a5 .i.d6 47 b4 and the passed pawn soon 
decides. 

Example 48 
Y.Grunfetd-Y.Kraidman 

Gausdal 1982 

In this typical position from the Spanish, 
White applies a well-known idea from the 
encounter A.Karpov-W.Unzicker, Nice Olym­

piad 1974. 
22 i.a7! 

Griinfeld temporarily inserts his bishop 

on the a-file, in order to gain time for the 
tripling of the major pieces. A more relaxed 
line such as 22 "a2 :'c8 23 J:la1 (again, 23 
i.a7! is strong) permits 23 .. ':xa3 24 'i'xa3 
lbc5 25 "'a7 'ilf'xa7 26 :'xa7 i.d8! followed 

by .... :i!.b6 and Black defends. 
22 ... 'i'e7 23 'ilJ'a2 IteeS 

Due to the restrictive effect of the 
bishop on a7, unlike his opponent Black 
can't bring more major pieces to the a-file. 
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With 23 .. ':ec8 he aims instead at improv­
ing his king's knight by ... 1e8 and . .,tod7-C5. 

24 llal.i.e8 2S b4! 
Fighting against the enemy plan. 

2S ... cxb3 26 'i'xb3 0hS 
On the search for counterplay. The ten­

sion along the a-file makes the desired 
26 ... tOcS17 lose a piece to 27 �xcS. 
27 i.d3! 'Ilid7 28 c4! 

Initiating action against Black's cramp­
ed queenside. As for the bishop on a7, 
White is still awaiting the right moment for 
its withdrawal; besides it is being useful in 

taking the b8-square from the black rooks. 
28, .. bxc4 

Here or later 28 ... tOf4 29 iLfl doesn't 
make a big difference. 
29 'oxc4 �d8 30 'W'b4 

Grunfeld stops any tricks with 30 ... iDas. 
which can now be met by 31 .lte3! llab8 32 
'Ob6 winning material. 

30 ... g6 
30 ... tOf4!? 31 �fl fS seems preferable, as 

the text lets White invade via the b-file. 

31 %l.bl! !lJC5 32 �xC51 dXc5 
Black is forced to weaken his pawn 

structure, since the intermediate 32...llxa3? 
fails to 33 lOfxes !  dxes 34 'W'xa3, winning a 
pawn. 
33 'lfb71 
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Seizing the seventh rank. 
33 ... llxa3 34 'Oxa3 f6 

The es-pawn needed protection, but 
now the a2-g8 diagonal falls into White's 
hands. 
3S �C41 ¢of8 36 d61 'Of4 37 'W'xd7 �xd7 38 

IIb7 
Thanks to his strong passed pawn and 

active rook, White is clearly better and went 
on to win the game. 

Now let's move over to positions where 

there are not yet any open files on the 
board. The following example is about con­
trol of potentiaf�y open files, a subject that 
was observed already by Aaron 
Nimzowitsch in his legendary work My Sys· 

tem. 

Example 49 
A,Lugovoj.V,O,lov 

SI. Petersburg 1996 

White has a slight but stable advantage 
thanks to the weakness on d6. He now 
starts working on the d-file. aware that he 

can clear it by d4xcS whenever desired. 
14 :adl .tt:ad8 

From Black's perspective, ... csxd4? at any 



moment would expose the d6-pawn after 
.tIxd4. Therefore it is White who decides 
when to clear the d·file. 

15 .tId21 
In the same spirit of the previous move. 

Obviously 15 d5?! e5 would go against the 
logic of the position. 
15._.b6 

Following 15 ... �c6 16 lI.fdl Black would 

probably have to defend the c5-pawn by 
16 ... b6 anyway, thus transposing to the 
game. 16 ... �xe4?! 17 '1Wxe4 b6, on the other 
hand, loses a pawn after 1S 'l'b7! Wxb7 19 

�xb7li:JC7 20 dXC5. 
161:lfd1 ..ic617 dxcS 

Having activated his rooks White pro­
ceeds with the clearance of the d-file. Black 

can't avoid this, since both 17 ... bxC5? and 
17...li:Jxc5? drop the d6-pawn, while 
17 ... -".xe4? fails to the intermediate IS exd6 
winning a pawn. 
17 ... dxcS 18li:Jd6! 

Thanks to the prior doubling of rooks 
LU!P'Oi is able to install the knight on d6. 
where it dominates the whole board. 

18 ... ..ixg2 
If IS ... l:.d7, preparing 19 ... l:.fdS. then 19 

. bc6 'i'xc6 20 lDfS! I:.xd2 21 li:Je7+ �h8 22 
'i'xd2 -.0 23 'i'd7, followed by li:Jc6, with a 
dear endgame advantage. 

Improving the Pieces 

19 ¢oxg2 It:!b4 20 It:!bS 
This fork helps White seize the open file . 

20 ... 'I'b7+ 21 f3 

21 'l'f3!? looks even stronger; e.g. 
21 ... 'iIt'xf3+ 22 �xf3 I:.xd2 23 .tIxd2 li:Jxa2 24 
li:Jxa7 followed by 25 :d7. 
21 .. Jbd2 22 �xd2! 

Just like in several of the previous ex­
amples, the stronger side recaptures with 
the queen, so as to be able to invade on the 

seventh rank later on. 
22 ... a6?1 

Now the b6-pawn becomes a serious 

weakness. Black should have continued 
22 ... li:Jxa2 23 .tlal a6! 24 li:Jd6 'iibS! 25 .tIxa2 
.tIdS 26 .tlxa6 g61. restoring the material 
balance on the next move with just a slight 
disadvantage. Obviously such lines are eas­

ier to work out after than during the game. 
23 lt:!c3 lt:!c6 24 ·W'd7! 

A familiar pattern: after securing the 
open file, the stronger side seizes the sev­
enth rank. 
24 ... �xd7 2S 1bd7 .tIb8 

Or 25 ... l:tdS 26 .tIxdS+! lt:!xdS 27 ti:la4 and 
White wins a pawn. In the game we will 
soon reach the same situation . 

26 :d61 lDb4 27 a3 �C2 28 �f2 �f8 29 
It:!a41 

Having neutralized the enemy knight 
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threats, White is ready to pick up the pawn. 

29 ... b5 30 cxb5 axb5 3 1 lLlxC5 
Lugovoi later converted his extra pawn 

into a win. 

The next three examples feature the 
clearance of a file as a strategical method. 

Example 50 
C.Garcia Paiermo·J.Bibiioni 

Buenos Aires 1998 

In an Orthodox Queen's Gambit Black 
swapped knights with . ..loe4xc3 somewhat 
too early, and White is  now able to clear the 
c-file for his major pieces. 

15 c4! .i.b7 
White is also noticeably better after 

lS ... dxc4 16 ...Q.xc4 ...Q.b7 17 e4, thanks to his 
strong pawn centre that may soon move 

forward. 
16 cxdS cxd5 17 l:.fCl! 

The last piece enters the game, joining 
the battle for the c·file. 
17 ••. 11\18 

In t he event of 17 .. �c8 White could con· 
sider 18 ...Q.O! "e7 19 "a4 with pressure on 
Black's queens ide. In the game, Black in· 
stead aims at covering the o-square with 
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the knight from e6. 
18 ...Q.b5 l:le7 19 ...Q.C7! 

Diverting the queen from the d-file, so 
that ... �e6 at any moment can be met by 
...Q.d6, trapping the rook. 

19 ..... c8 20 l:tb3! 
White utilizes his "blocking bishop" to 

triple the major pieces, an idea we already 

came across in Griinfeld-Kraidman (p. 65). 
20 ..... e6 2 1 1:[c3 ':c8 22 ...Q.d3 g6 23 h3 

Also interesting was 23 lOeS!? preparing 
f4-f5, when Black might soon have to hand 
over the bishop pair by ... �.xe5. In the game 

Garcia Palermo prefers to improve his posi­
tion slowly, conscious that he is much bet­
ter in the long run, thanks to his control of 
the only open file. 

23 ... ...Q.g7 24 'i'a4 ':a8 25 ...Q.g3 
Finally the bishop is withdrawn to en­

able 26 ':0. 

25 ... a6 26 1:[c7! b5 27 "b4 l:.ae8 28 a4 
Thanks to his active pieces, White keeps 

a clear plus. 

Example 51 
G.5tahlberg-M. T aimanoy 

Candidates Tournament, Zurich 
1953 



At first sight White seems to have the 

more active position, with the desired e2-e4 
advance just about to take place. 
10 ... bSI 

A strong move with various virtues: it 
gains space, prepares to dislocate the en­

emy knight by ... bS-b4, a nd produces a 
structure with an open c·file where the 
bishop on g2 tends to lose strength. 
11 exbS nbS 12 'iltdl b4 

Unblocking the bishop and preventing 

the advance e2-e4. 

13 lLlbl?1 
This passive retreat just complicates 

White's development. The natural 13 iDa4! 
led to a approximate equality after 13 ... ltk6 
14iDxc6 'i'xc6 15 �gs followed by %lcl. 
13 .. .li::Je6 14 .!bxe6 'iltxe6 15 lDd2 "b6! 

This is a clever attack on the d4-pawn, 
just when White was about to play the ad­
vaoce 16 e4. 
16e3? 

A serious positional error that buries the 

bishop on cl and delays the battle for the 
open file. By 16 iDb3 l:ac8 17 �gs followed 
by :Cl. and hopefully il:lcS one day, White 

could still fight for equality. 
16 .. ':ae8 17 �f1:e6! 

Simple and strong. We can already 
imagine the invasion at c2. 

Improving the Pieces 

18 �xa6 'ii'xa6 19 �f3 %tfe8 20 'iltb3 lLJe4 21 
�d2 ':e21 

Black could have won material by 
21 ... .:xC1 22 %taxcl lOxd2, but Taimanov 
prefers to seize the second rank with his 
rook. where it keeps the enemy pieces on a1 
andcl out ofplay. 

22 iL'lxe4 dxe4 23 a3 h51 

Opening a second front with ideas like 

... h4-h3 and ....
. 
bS-fS-f3 attacking the white 

king. Black later won. 

Example 52 
T. V .Petrosian·D.Bronstein 

USSR Spartakiad, Moscow 1967 

White appears to be better thanks to his 
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space advantage and the active knight on 
eS. However, a closer look reveals that Black 
has a dangerous plan at his disposal: .. .f7-f6 

and ... e6-es to seize the centre and open up 
the position for the bishop pair. Thus White 
needs to proceed energetically. 

19 Db1! 
Petrosian prepares b4-bS in order to 

clear the b-file, thus creating a target for 
his pieces on b7. 

19 ... f6 
In the event of slower moves such as 

19 ..... c7, White could adjust his plans 
slightly with 20 a4 followed by b4-bS, i n  
order t o  create a passed pawn. 

20 Iild3 >t17 

21 b5! 
In contrast tothe previous note, after 21 

a4?! l:.eB 22 bS es! Black now achieves his 

plan, with good play. 50 Petrosian hurries 
to carry on with his own plan. 
21 ... "C7 

After 21...as?! 22 b6, followed by �b5, 
the knight gets interesting prospects at d6 
and 0. 

22 bxa6 bxa6 
If 22 ... :xa6?!, then 23 �bS. heading for 

the excellent d6-square. 

23 :b61 
A nice and logical move. From b6 the 
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rook not only helps White in the battle for 
the b-file, it will also control the whole sixth 
rank in case Black goes ... e6-es. 

23 ... e5 
Or 23 ... nfhB 24 "b3 followed by 2S :bl 

and White takes I=ommand of the open file. 
24 dxe5 fxe5 

Thus Black fulfilled his plan. However. 

White's superior piece activity makes him 
well prepared for a tactical battle. and this 
is where Petrosian takes the game with his 
next move. 

25 �xe5! "xc5 
After 25 ... .i.xeS 26 �xdS White recovers 

the material straight away. 
26 :c6 'ilfa7 

Now after 27 �xf7?! :xf7 not only the 
ds-pawn will be hanging, but also the one 

on f2. Thus Petrosian prefers a direct attack 
on Black's king, exploiting the range of the 
rook on b6. 

27 liJg4! �h8 28 �xh6 f;(e8 
With double threats against c6 and f2; 

however ... 
29 1be8! 'i'xf2+ 

Or 29_.:fxe8 30 'ifhS with similar play 

as in the game. 
30 �h2 :axe8 31 'ilt'h5! 'ilt'e1 32 �f5+ �g8 
33 �xg7 :11 34 'ii'xe8+ 

Black resigns. 



In the second half of the previous exam­
ple, we witnessed the strength of a rook 

controlling a whole rank. let's see a few 
more examples related to this subject. 

Example 53 
E.Agrest-S.Brynell 

European Team Championship, 
Gothenburg 2005 

In a typical isolated queen's pawn struc­
ture White launches a strong rook ma­
noeuvre. 
15 l:.a3! 

Heading for g3 or h3 to enhance an at­
tack on the black king. 

15 .. ,'i'e7 
This seems a little slow. but it is not easy 

to find a satisfactory defence. For example, 

after 1S ... b6 16 :lh3 il.b7 17 dS! (not 17 
'W'hS?! i..e4! and Black defends) 17 .... �.xdS 
18 'il'h5 h6 19 �.xh61 White obtains a deci­
sive attack - Brynell; and 15 ... it.d7, prepar­
ing ... .i.c6, can be met in the very same way, 
stalting with 16 nh3. 
,. /1)g4 

White aims to swap the defender on f6, 
a logical idea after 1S ..... e7 since Black will 

lave to move his queen again. Neverthe-

Improving the Pieces 

less. the simple 16 ':'h3!? might have been 
even stronger. 

16 ... .i.d7 17 LDxf6+ 'W'xf6 18 Dg31 
Now this is the preferred file for the 

rook, in order to support the it.C1�gS idea. 
18 ... i..xa4? 

This leads to immediate defeat. 18 ... h6? 

was also bad due to 19 "'d2! with a double 
threat at h6 and b4; but 18 .. .l:tfc8! 19 .i.gs 
'W'fS 20 .i.h6 g6 could have prolonged 
Black's resistance - Brynel1. 

19 b3 .i.c6 20 d5! 
With the deadly idea of 21 i..b2. 

20 ... LDxd5 21 ii.b2 W'h6 

22 ii.xg7 
Even stronger was 22 "'eS! f6 23 'lltxe6+. 

winning a piece. 
22 ... 'lltxg7 23 l:txg7+ "",xg7 24 'ii'e5+ f6 

Or 24 ... �g8 2 5  .tld4! with a decisive at­
tack. 

25 '1i'xe6 
White soon realized his material plus. 

Example 54 
A.Khalifman-P.Leko 

Ubed. 1997 

While the previous example showed the 
seizure of a rank as an attacking method, 
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here we will see it in a more general con· 
text. Black aims to exploit the semi·open f· 
file by moves like . ..l2lf4 and ... 'iIi"f6, with 
quite some activity on the ldngside. In reo 
spect to this plan, Khalifman launches a 
powerful rook manoeuvre. 

18 ':bl1 :C:f7 
After 18.HlOf4?! 19 ':b7+ ¢>g8 20 h4 

Black lacks a good answer to the threat 21 
g3. Instead, by 18 ... :f7 leko prevents 19 
':b7+ and prepares the doubling of rooks. 

19 l1b31 
The rook is directed to d3 where it will 

put pressure on the d6·pawn and. at the 
same time, assist in the kings ide defence. 
19 ... lOf4 20 h4 h6 

If 20 ... eS. intending ... lDe6·d4. then 21 

lOgS! ':e7 22 g3 lDe6 23 lOxe6+ llxe6 24 
"dS! with a clear edge - Khalifman. 
21 g3 1ilhs 22 l1d3 .,6 

At this point 23 l:lee3 looks interesting 
in order to reinforce f3. thus renewing the 
attack on the d6-pawn. But perhaps Black 

might get some counterplay with 23 ... l:tb8!? 
24 l:txd6 :'b2. Khalifman prefers a more 
technical solution. 
23 es! 

White no longer wins a pawn but clears 

23 .. ,dxe5 24 ':xe5 l:tb8 
leko sacrifices a pawn for the sake of 

counterplay. Passive defence with 24 ... .:c8, 
intending 2S ... l:tc6, is well met by 2S 'ilte2 
:c6 26 :'xhS! gxhs 27 lDeS with a decisive 

advantage - Khalifman. 
25 'ilfe2! 

Preventing 2S .. 11b2 and increasing the 
pressure on e6. 
25 ... ¢'h7 26 l:txe6 'iffS 27 l:le7! 

A pawn up, White is happy to exchange 
pieces. 
27._':bl+ 28 ¢'h2 

Avoiding 28 ¢>g2? lOf4+! 29 gxf4 "g4+ 

30 ¢:>h2 'ii'xf4+ with a perpetual. 
28 ... lOg7 29 :C:xf7 'it'xf7 30 DdS 'it'b7 31 
IPg21 

Another technical choice. 31 l:txcS?! 
permits 31 .. l:lb2 with unnecessary coun· 

terplay. 
31 ...... b2 

Now that the f2-pawn is safe White can 
meet 3L':b2 with 32 'l'd3!. threatening 33 
':d7 aswelJ as 33 hS. 
32 "'xb2 l:txb2 33 l:td2 

Securing the extra pawn. Khalifman 

won the ending without major problems. 

the files for both rooks and fixes the e6 and Of all the ranks the seventh (or second in 
cS pawns as future targets. White's camp) keeps special importance due 



to its proximity to the enemy pawns and 
king. In the previous examples we often 
came across the seizure of the seventh rank. 
usually as a consequence of controlling a 
file. Here is a final example on this topic. 

22 (51 

Example 55 
M.Petursson-P.L yrberg 

Reykjavik 1996 

A strong pawn sacrifice to seize the sev­
enth rank. In contrast, 22 es?! 'iltxc4 is less 
clear. 
22R.·'DX(5 23 ,!f)xC5 dXc5 24 ':d7 'ii'b6 25 f5! 

With the opponent completely para­

lysed. White directs his attention to the 
black king. 
25-..exf5 

In this way Black brings his queen to the 

defence. If instead 25 .... il.g7. then White 
couki try 26 'i'f2! with the strong threat of 
27 fxe6 fxe6 28 l:re7!. heading for e8. 
26 exf5 .-f6 27 ..liLf4 ':a8 28 ,!f)d5 

White has no problems with giving up 
another pawn. conscious of his great at­
tacking potential. 
28 .. :ll'xfS 29 Jl.h6! 

The tempting 29 ...Q.e5? permits 29 ... �c6! 

Improving the Pieces 

30 lDf6+ q.,g7 with a draw - Petursson. In­
stead. in the game White creates the strong 
threat of 30 :f1. 
29 ... 't!ie6? 

Black should have returned some mate­
rial; e.g. 29 ... lDc6 30 l:lf1 :te8 31 'i'dl 'i'e6 
32 ,!f)f6+ whB 33 .!2Jxe8 :'xe8 34 -'iI.xf8 l:xf8 
35 l:I.xb7 with a clear. yet not decisive ad­

vantage - Petursson. 

30 �xe61 

Although it is not that easy to foresee at 
this very moment. White now forces a win­
ning endgame. 

30 .. .ti'lxe6 31 lDf6+ Wh8 32 l:I.xf7 �g7 33 
�xg7+ lLlxg7 34 l:ldd7! l:rf8 35 l:rxb7 lhf7 
36 ':xf7 

Despite material equality. Black re­
signed - and not too early! The point is that 
he can never free his pieces due to the mat­
ing threats, whereas White will just bring 

his king to the queenside and eliminate the 
pawns on c5 and a6 with an easy win. 

For the related exercises to this section. 
see page 307. 

The queen 
As any chess player knows. the queen is a 

terrific attacking piece. This virtue is well 
illustrated in the following example. 
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Example 56 
B.Spassky.G.Capelan 

Solingen 1974 

In a tense position with attacks on op­

posite flanks Black has just played 15 ... d4, 

perhaps hoping for 16 ti'lxd4?! J:[xd4 17 exf6 
li'xf4! 18 'ii'xf4 .ttxf4 with roughly equal 
chances in the endgame. 

16 "WIt'f2! 
Spassky is not interested in simplifica­

tions and directs his queen to the kingside. 
16_ .. dxC3 17 exf6 

17 ... ltJb4? 
Now White's attack becomes too strong. 

17 ... cxb2+ 18 '.i;oxb2! (the natural 18 'iPb1?! 
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permits 18 ... 0b4 with a favourable version 

of the game, now that 19 .i.xh7+ followed 
by 'iit'h4-g5 fails to mate on el) 18 ... gxf6 19 
Wh4 "ilt'xf4 20 "WIt'xh7+..w8 21 g5!? also leaves 
the black king under a cloud. Thus Black 

should probably prefer 17 ... gxf6, although 
after 18 bxC3 followed by l:lg3-h3 or even 19 
f5!?, White keeps good attacking prospects. 
18 �xh7+! q"xh7 19 'ith4+ �g8 20 'iig5! 

Having assured himself that he won't 

get mated. White continues his attack. 
20 ... l:lxd1+ 21 Axd1 cxb2+ 22 �b2 'ihC2+ 
23 <;t;a3 11tg6 

Or 23 ... 1!ha2+ 24 o;t>xb4 a5+ 25 'iPn and 

the checks are over. 
24 1Id8+ <;t;h7 25 'ith4+ �h6 

26 fxg7! ¢'xg7 
After 26 .. :i'xh4 27 g8li'+ '.i;oh6 28 ti'h8+ 

Black is mated, while on 26 ... Q"lC2+ White 

avoids 27 Wa4?? .i.d7+!, preferring 27 'iPb2!. 
27 rlg8+! 'it>xg8 28 'ihh6 tl'Ic6 29 lLlc5! 41e7 

30 t;)e4lOd5 31 g5! 
Preparing 32 liJf6+ when the queen is 

finally able to give mate. Black resigned. 

Another common task for the queen is 
to control files and diagonals, alone or ac­
companied by other pieces. We already 

came across this subject in Grunfeld­
Kraidman and Garcia Pa1ermo-Bibiloni. 



let's see a few more examples. 

Example 57 
T.Luther-V.Gonzalez Vidal 

Havana 2004 

White is clearly better thanks to his 
space advantage, but how can he make pro­
gress? 

45111h2! 
Preparing We1-h1 to increase h-file 

p-essure. 
45 ... 11be7 46 'W'e1 "'C7 47 "'hl �a8 48 ltJfli 

Preparing an exchange sacrifice on h7. 

48 .. .IIg7 
In the event of passive defence with 

48 ... ¢'b8, Gonzalez indicates 49 �2 ¢'a8 
50 tUf3 ¢'b8 51 ':'xh7! 1l.xh7 52 ll'lxf6 ltxh2 

53 "'xh2 followed by 54 il..xg5 with a win­
ning advantage. In the game, White man­
ages to enter the enemy camp with one of 

his rooks. 
49 llh6! :gf7 50 llg6 'W'b7 51 llg8 ne8 52 
J:h811ee7 53 tiJd2 �b8 54 �f3 �a8 55 'itcl! 

Withdrawing the queen, so that it won't 

get exposed after White's next move. 
S5 ... �b8 56 J:2xh7! ':xh7 57 lbf8 nef7 58 

�g8 
Intending 59 .J:g6 with a winning ad-

Improving the Pieces 

vantage. 

Example 58 
V.5my.lov-B.5pa •• ky 

leni ngrad-Moscow match 1959 

White has a considerable advantage 
thanks to his bishop pair and more active 
pieces. By a subtle queen manoeuvre Smys­
lov manages to step up the pre<;suTe. 
16 'ii'el! 

The queen is heading forf2, where it will 
reinforce the g1-a7 diagonal as well as the 
f-file after a future f4-f5. 

16 ... b6? 
The pawn advances just one step in or-
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der not to weaken c5; however, Black's 
main priority was to drive the bishop on c4 
from the attack After 16 ... b5 17 .i.e2 �e8 
18 "f2 l:.ab8 19 f5 White has a clear, but 
not decisive advantage; e.g. 19 ... e5 20 f6 
gxf6 21 "xf6 'i6'd6 and the gamf' continues. 

17 'll'f. lldb8 
This looks odd, but Black couldn't play 

17 .. ':a b8 due to 18 . Iha6. 
18 f51 '1Ife8 

Or 18 ... exf5? 19 �f4, when 19 ... o!be5 fails 
to 20 .i.xf7+. 
19 lDd4! 

The knight joins the attack The straight­

forward 19 f6!? looks strong as well; e.g. 
19 .... ��g6 20 fxg7lDges 21 �.xb6 with a de­
cisive advantage. 
19 ... lLlxd4 

After 19._exfs 20 exfs Black can't avoki 
21 f6. 
20 i.xd4lDe6 21 fxe6 .i.xe6 22 i.xe6 

Spassky resigned. in view of 22 ...... xe6 
23 :xc6 Wxc6 24 'i'xf7+with mate. 
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Example 59 
A.Kh,uschiov-LPsakhis 

Pa,dubic. 2002 

In a typical position from the French 

Winawer Black undertakes a strong ma­
noeuvre, and a rather surprising one the 

first time you see it. 
12 ... ¢'d7! 

The king passes to the queens ide, where 

it will feel quite safe thanks to the restrk­
tive force of the bishop on a4. Conversely, 
after 12 ... 0-0?! 13 g3, followed by lLlh4 and 
.. 115 or f4-fS, White obtains attacking pros­
pects. 
13 g3 'll'g81 

The queen is heading for h7, where it 
will take command of the b1-h7 diagonal 
and increase the pressure on the C2-pawn. 

14 i.g2?! 
With this pawn structure White is un­

able to develop this bishop on the bl-h7 
diagonal, but even so g2 is hardly the best 

square. Preferable was 14 h4!? preparing 
�h3, e.g. 14 ... 'ith7 15 l:.a2 lLla6 16 .i.h3lLla 
17 lLlh2! li'lbS 18 l:.e3 li'lfS 19 :f3 with far 
more activity than in the game. 
14 ... 'ilth7 15 J:le2lbai6! 

Stronger than the natural lS ... li'lbc6, 

since the knight now finds an excellent out· 
post on bS. 
16 'llJ'd2 lDe7 17 .i.b2 :ag8 

Slowly preparing a kingside attack. 

18 h4 *,f5 19 .i.el 
The prophylactic 19 ¢>h2!? seems better 



here; e.g. 19 ... g5 20 llhi tt'lg6 21 Wgl with 
more resistance than in the game. 
19 .. .'�c8! 

Before rolling out the attack Psakhis im· 
proves his position on the other flank. 
20 %la2 lLlbS 21 Ab2 as 

Of course not 21 .. ,ll)xa3? 22 :b4 or 22 
:ta2 and White wins a piece. 

22 I1bl �b7 23 lDh2 8S1 

24 hX8S? 
This just accelerates Black's attack. Also 

ineffective was 24 h5? g4, but 24 g4 'ii'h7 2S 

h5 would. have helped White resist. There 
might follow 25 ... :'e8 26 !Df3 l:hf8 27 .Jtb2 
�c6 28 lIbel �a6! (securing the king) fol­
lowed by 29 .. .f5 with an initiative. 
24."hxgs 2s lDfl 84 26lt:'!e3 '1i'h5 27 %tel 

If 27 tt'lxc4? then 27 ... tr'h2+ 28 ..wI 
'ithl+! 29 .Jtxhl 11xhl+ 30 Wg2 .�gh8 with 
mate. 
27.,,�a61 

Black safeguards the king and avoids 
any tricks with 28 tDxC4. 

28 .iLb2 tLlfS 29 J:bcl llh71 
Preparing 30 ... .t:.gh8 with a strong at­

tack. 

In the previous example we saw the 
queen alone taking command of a whole 

diagonal. This idea becomes even stronger 

Improving the Pieces 

if she is accompanied by a bishop - the so­
called battery, which is a basic weapon in 
attacking positions. 

Example 60 
A.Dreev-E.Sveshnikov 

Russian Team Championship 1992 

22., • .t:.xd4! 

Black sacrifices the exchange in order to 
mount a dangerous attack along the hl-a8 
diagonal. 22 ... .Jtxd4?! 23 .Jtxd4 .'c6 is less 
effective due to 24 %:dC1! repelling the at­
tack, but not 24 llacl? .t:.xd4! and Black 
wins. 
23 .iLxd4 

Black also enjoys a strong attack after 23 
exd4 ..-c6 24 f3 lbxf3+ 25 .Jtxf3 'it'xf3. 

2) ... ii.xd4 24 exd4 'llt'c6! 2S d5 
Only by desperate means is White able 

to prolong resistance. 
25 ... l:.xdS 26 f3 r:.xdl+ 27 nxdl lDxf3+ 28 

�xf3 'ii'xf3 29 %ld2 
And here White lost on time. The game 

could have concluded 29 ... 'ii'hl+ 30 <af2 

'i'g2+ 31 WeI (or 31 <;t>e3 tff3+ 32 'ittd4 'iltC3 
mate) 31...'i'gl+ 32 We2 .Jta6+! 33 Wf3 
'i'hl+ 34 �g4 'i'e4+ 3 5  'itth3 ii.f1+ and Black 
wins - 5veshnikov. 
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Finally, an example that shows the great queenside too exposed. 

mobility of the queen, which lets her 
change working area with remarkable 
speed. 

Example 61 
V.Smyslov-V.Simagin 

Moscow 1967 

White is clearly better thanks to his ac­

tive pieces and Black's deficient pawn 
structure, in particular the e6-pawn. Hav­
ing noticed that his queen isn't really doing 
anything on the kingside, 5myslov opts for 

her transfer to the opposite flank, in order 
to open up a second front. 
32 .lil.bll i.hB 33 'IId3 IIg7 

Trying for a counterattack, but now the 
e6-pawn becomes exposed. However, a 

more solid defence such as 33 ... Ae8 34 it.a2 
Acc8 also led to problems after 35 'ii'b3!, 

with the double threat of 36 "'xb7 and 36 
'i'b4+ followed by 37 1itd6. 

34 ·lWb31 11b6 
Unfortunately for Black any defence of 

the b7-pawn implies some concession. If 
34 ... tDb6? then 35 tDes, while both 34 ... b5?! 

35 a4! and 34. .. b6 35 :C2! :txc2 36 'i'xc2, 
followed by "'c8(+) and 'ilfc6, leave his 
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3S "'C31 
5myslov exploits the fact that the c·file 

has become temporarily available and now 
threatens 36 'ti'c8+. Black can't prevent this 
by 3S ... :t.c6? due to 36 tfb4+ winning a 
pawn. 

35 ... 11g8? 
A bad oversight. Black had to try 

35_.'iPg8 36 'i!kc8+ tDf8, when the tempting 

37 tDes?? fails to 37 .. .f3!, but 37 J.g6! J:tc6 
38 'i'b8 followed by 39 tDes leaves White 
remains clearly on top. 

36 '1i'c8+ 
Incapable of saving both the rook and 

the knight, Black resigned. 

For the related exercises, see page 311. 

The king 
As beginners we are taught to castle quickly 
in order to secure the king and bring the 
rook into the game. Indeed, it would be il­

logical not to exploit such a powerful move, 
that lets us improve two pieces at the same 
time. Thus in many openings, castling is 
made almost automatically, in particular to 

the short side. Here we will see some ex· 
amples where it is less clear if, when, and to 
which side to castle. 



Examp/e 62 
N.5hort-B.Gulko 

Candidates match (game 3), 
New York 1994 

Black is just one move away from com­
pleting his development, but which one? 

18 ... 0-01 
A bad decision since White's reply will 

\eave the black king in a lot of trouble. 

Much better was 18 ... �.c6 19 f4 O-O-O! -
Srort White is not yet capable of creating 
a� direct queenside threats, besides which 
the existence of the open d-fHe makes a 

king's attack less likely to succeed; e.g. 20 
.(]f3 .ixf3!? 21 'u'xf3 .icS! with counter play. 
Even the immediate IB ... D-D-Or? seems fine. 
19 .ixf61 gxf6 20 "'g4+ 

Now White's attack plays itself. 
2O ... Wh7 

Or 20._�h8 21 'tIt'h4! �g7 22 t1)e4 iLe7 
23 lDf4 heading for hS with a strong attack 
- Short. 
n �e4lf5 

If 21 ... �.e7, then 22 lCIxf6+1 ..txf6 23 
"" 2+ f,lthB 24 'ilfe4 and wins. 
22 filf6+ ¢'h8 23 'i'h4 Wg7 24 :'adll 

The last piece enters the game. with 
ueas like 'ii'd4(+) and l:d3-g3. 

Improving the Pieces 

24 •.• .i.e5 25 /f)h5+ Wh7 26 f4 .i.h8 27 'Og5+1 

Black resigned in view of 27 ... hxgS 28 
ll'lf6+ Wg6 29 'it'xgs mate. while 27 ... Wg6 28 
Ild3! foHowed by 29 ::'g3 soon leads to the 
same thing. Finally on 27 ... �g8 Short indi-

cates 28 �f6+ Lf6 (or 28 ... Wg7 29 �gh71 
intending "'g3 mate) 29 'i'xh6 i.xgs 30 
ttxgS+ Wh7 31':d3 and wins. 

Examp/e 63 
J.Rosito-J.Hellsten 

Mendoza 2005 

In contrast to the previous example. 

here the option of long castling is dis­
carded. So why not go lS ... 0�O right away. 
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securing the king and bringing the last 
piece into play? Well, it transpires that after 
16 �xb7 �xb7 17 lLle4! White obtains a 
dangerous attack, with ideas such as 18 

.i.f6, 18 lLlf6+ and 18lOd6. Thus I decided to 
postpone castling until a safer moment. 
15 .. ..Itd41 

A strong move, fighting for the key 
square e4. 

16 i.xb7 
Now after 16 .i.f6 o-o! Black doesn't 

have to fear the enemy attack, since the 
white knight isn't participating. In the 
game Rosito prepares its transfer via e4. 

16 .. :I'xb7 17 f3 h61 

Asking the question of the bishop before 
castling. 17 ... 0-0?! is still dangerous due to 

18 tOe4 lLldS (or 18 ... .i.xes 19 tilxcS with 
multiple threats) 19 01, intending 
19 ... l:td3? 20 lLlf2. 
18.i.e3 

After 18 .i.f6 0-0 19 lLle4 lLldS 20 0 
(here, and on the next move, 20 lOxcS? fails 
to 20 ... 'iWb6) 20 ... .:d3 21 ..t>hl 'i'b6 intending 
... c5-c4, Black also manages to neutralize 

the enemy attack with level play. 
18 .. ':C4 19lLle4 .i.xes 

Just in time, before White lands a knight 

on d6. Now White wins the exchange. but 
Black obtains ample compensation. 
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20 C3 lbdS 21 b3? 
A tactical oversight in a complex posi­

tion. After 21 l:tad1! 'iWc6 22 b3 Ibo! 23 
tOxo .i.xo 24 .i.d2 .i.d4+ 25 wh1 h5 fol­
lowed by ... 0-0 Black has no problems. but 
the text leaves White simply worse. 

21 ... .tlxc3 22 lLlxC3 .i.xc3 
Black recovers the exchange at once, 

thus keeping the extra pawn. 
23 .i.xc5 .i.xal 24 ':xal 'it'C71 

Heading for eS. Despite certain difficul· 

ties in mobilizing the rook. Black is clearly 
better thanks to the extra pawn and supe· 
rior activity. 
25 b4 

The strongest reply, since both 25 %:tcl? 
and 25 .i.d4?! run into 2S ... tOf4 with double 
threats. 

25 ... 'it'es 26 %:tdl 'W'e2 27 %:tal 'iies 28 %:tdl 
'iWe2 29 %:tal l!lf4 30 'iWg3 

Here the game continued with 

3O ... 'W'es?! 31 %:tel 'W'gs 32 .i.d4! 0·0 33 
'W'xgs hxgs 34 .i.f6 and White recovered the 
pawn. Instead, by 3O ... gS 31 ..t>h1 wd7! pre­
paring _.wc6·b7 and . .l:I.d8. Black could 
have secured his king without dropping the 

pawn, while his active queen restricts the 
enemy counterplay. In conclusion, when 
resolving the "king problem" be as flexible 
as possible! 



Now let's examine two cases where 
Black deliberately dismisses both castling 

options, and finds a better destiny for the 
king. 

Example 64 
G.Kasparov-A.Karpov 

Linares 1994 

At first sight the position appears some­

what troublesome for Black. He can't play 
22 ... 0-0?? due to 23 'i'h7 mate, and 
22...0-0-0? 23 1:.c1 is also bad for him. Kar­
pov finds a third solution. 
2L.�e71 

An excellent move. On e7 the king is 
lelatively safe and the king's rook can enter 
the game. 
23 l:tCl 'i'(41 

The queen's exchange clearly favours 

Black, since it finishes off any white attack­
ing prospects and. leaves the king on e7 well 

placed forthe endgame. 
24�e2?! 

Following the opponent's example, but 
row Black manages further favourable 

simplifications. Karpov suggests 24 g31 and 
only then 25 �e2, thus preventing any 
black bishop or knight move to f4. 
24 •• .lbf4+! 

Improving the Pieces 

Instead, the game continued 24 ... l:thb8?! 
25 g31 'i'xd3+ 26 �xd3 b4 27 l:ta11 bxa3 28 

bxa3 J:b3 29 �C2 l:txa3 30 llxa3 �xa3 31 
tra1 1l.b2 32 l:lxa4 .:txa4 33 �xa4 �xd4 34 

f4 and with play on a single flank, Kasparov 
easily held his own despite the minus 
pawn. 
2S �xf4 iLxf4 26 '1hc4 

If 26 nCd1, then 26 .... :thd8! with serious 
pressure on the d4-pawn. 
26 ... bxC4 27 llbl l:.hd8 28 ':hdl JigS! 

Intending .. .f7-f5 and ... i.f6 with pres­

sure on the weaknesses on d4 and b2. Black 
has much the better game and the contrast 
to the initial position is striking. 

Example 65 
T. V .Petrosian-M.Botvinnik 

Training match, Moscow 1952 

Here we will see the same idea in a more 
aggressive context. Black has already 
started a kingside advance but, before con­
tinuing it, he has to respond to the threat of 
17 lDd6+. Botvinnik finds the most appeal­
ing solution. 
16 ... �81 

A safe square for the king, while the 
rook remains active on h8. 
17 �fl 
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Trying to improve the passive knight. 17 
LDd6? 'Wb8 was useless, while 17 D-O?! per­

mits 17 .. _g4f followed by ... f7-fS and ... hS-h4 
with an attack. 
17 ... g4 18 €Jd2 e51 

Clearing the position for the bishop pair. 
19 "'b3?1 

Now the d4-pawn turns into a problem. 
Preferable was 19 dxes ll.'Jxes 20 .ie2 with a 
passive, yet solid position. 
19 ... exd4 20 lLlxd4 liJxd4 21 exd4 �e7+ 

Of course not 21 ... .i.xd4? 22 '*b4+. 
22 �dl?1 

Petrosian hopes to escape with the king 
to bl. but there is no time for this. 22 �1 
was better. 
22 ... .i.xd4 23 %le7 

Neither 23 "xb7? .i.a4+ nor 23 'ifxdS? 
.Jixb2. followed by 24 ... .ia4. worked for 
White - Botvinnik. 

23 ... .i.b6 24 %le1 -.d6 25 �xb7 :h61 
Heading for f6. where the rook will de­

fend f7 and attack f2 at the same time. 
Much worse was 2S ... .i.xf2? 26 l:tfl followed 

by li:'Je4. or 2S ... .i.c8? 26 ll.'Je4! with danger­
ous counterplay. 
26 jl.b5 il.e6 27 f4 gxf3 28 ll.'Jxf3 :'e8 

29 lDe5 'ife5?1 
29 ... .i.d4 was a much simpler continua­

tion. whereas White should have preferred 

30 ifu4 on the next move. 
30 �xf7+? �g8! 31 ':f3 'tifel+ 32 �e2 lle2+ 
33�ltIM2! 

White resigned in view of the continua­
tion 34 .i.e2 'ilt'd4. 

In the previous example we saw Petro­
sian trying to secure his king by �d1-C2-b1, 
and in my game with Rosito I missed a simi­
lar option with ... �d7-c6-b7. Such king 

marches are indeed quite frequent in prac­
tice. particularly in closed positions such as 

the following one. 

Example 66 
V.Anand-J. Timman 

Til burg 1991 

Black still needs to resolve the problem 

of his king. But if 2D ... D-O?! then 21 lbhS 
followed by ll.'Jh2 and 'i'g4, or even .i.xh6 
and 'ilt'd2, yields White a promising attack. 

As for the other flank. long castling is no 
longer available. Timman comes up with a 

The last piece enters the game with a creative solution. 
clear advantage. The difference between 20 .. .'�(d81 

the two kings is striking. Intending ... �C7-b8 in order to secure 
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the king on the queens ide, where it will feel 
much safer than on gB. 
21 '1fe2 

White intends a2-a4 striking at Black's 
queenside, but this is easily parried. 
21 .. ,iLa3 22 11e2 ti:lb41 23 1:xeS+ ¢oxeS 

The king gets one step closer to its des­
tiny. 
24 iLe1 

If 24 .!i,bl.'Dc6 25 .il.Cl.il.e7 Black is fine. 
24 ... lLlxd3 

Timman's suggestion. Instead, the game 
continued 24 ... .il.xCl?! 25 l%xCl + <;Pb8 26 
.!2Jh5! with an edge for White, now that 
26 ... g6 runs into 27 LOf6, 
25 �xd3 .i.e7! 

Keeping the valuable dark-squared 
bishop and preparing ... ¢ob8 followed by 
... l:.c8, when the king would be completely 
safe. Now after 26 lLlhS g6 the knight can 
no longer enter at f6, so Black has a com­
fortable game. 

A king march can also be effected by a 
castled king, as in the next example. 

Example 6 7  
Y.Zherebukh·A.R.S.Salem 

Moscow 2009 

Improving the Piece� 

In a typical King's Indian battle Black is 
close to achieving .. .g5-g4 with a strong at­
tack on the enemy king. Thus White resorts 
to a common defensive idea in closed posi­
tions: transfer the king to the opposite 
flank. 
21 'it121 g4 22 ¢>e1 

Obviously 22 fxg4? 'tIt'h4+ should be 
avoided. 
22 •. �g7 

Black couldn't play 22 ... 'ilth4+?! 23 <;Pd2 
'ill'xh2 due to 24 lLlxb6! 1:b8 2 5  lLlxcB lIxc8 
26 fxg4 and it is the black king who is start­
ing to feel uncomfortable . 

23 ¢od2 
The king is already quite safe, and 

White's positional triumphs on the queen­
side make his position preferable in the 
long run. 
23 •.. lLlh4 24 1%gl :'g6 25 'ite2 �f6 26 �'2:la4! 

By means of the threat 27 li:)xb6 White 
transfers his knight to the more active d3-
square, where it will enable a positional 
sacrifice on eS. 
26 .. .ttb8 27 �ab2 �e7 2s lLld3 liJeS 29 '1WCl 

'liIg7 30 .�.'3IOf6 31 �b31 
Removing the king from the second 

rank, just in case. 
31...¢'h8 32 'it'e1 

At this point, the line 32 LOcxes! dxe5 33 
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lLlxes was already decisive - Baburin. In­
deed, on the next move, the f4-pawn falls 
as well. 
32 ... g3 33 hxg3l:lxg3 

34 lUdxes! 
A strong blow that turns Black's position 

into ruins. 
34 ... dxeS 

34 ... lLlxg2 was relatively better, although 
after 3S lhg2 l:xg2 36 lOd3 'it'gs 37 l:xa7 
Black has a hard time anyway. 
35 i.xes lOg6 

Or 3S ... %l:a8 36 'it'C3 iJ..e7 37 lUxb6 and. 
wins. Also in the game White has a crush­
ing advantage. 
36 . lhb8 lUxe4 37 l:lxa7 lUeS+ 38 'iPa2 "d4 
39 "al! i.g7 40 "xd4 i.xd4 41 %1:dl 

Black resigned. 

Beginners are advised to constantly pro­
tect their king, and activate it only when 
the endgame is reached. This is quite a 
valid recommendation, and in the later sec­
tion on prophylaxis we will take a closer 
look at different techniques of protecting 
the king. However, there are in fact middle­
game situations when the best or only de­
fence consists in active movements with 
the monarch. Here is one example of such a 
"brave king". 
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Exomp/e 68 
E.Berg.R.Akesson 

Swedish Championship. 
Gothenburg 200S 

As often occurs in the Open Sicilian 
White is ahead in development, but Black 
has a better pawn structure in the long run. 
Thus White should act quickly before the 
opponent manages to consolidate. 
191bf7!? 

A tempting sacrifice, considering that 
the black king is now forced to leave the 
back ranks. Nevertheless, 19 'i'e4! llc8 20 
iJ..xe7 'i'xe7 21 C3! was objectively better, 
opening a second front on the queens ide -
Berg. Here 21 ... bxC3?! fails to 22 'i!ta4+! �8 
23 'i'xa6 with a strong initiative. Black's 
situation is even worse after 19 ... 0-0? 20 
Uh3! h6 21 iJ..xh6 with a winning attack. 
19 ... 'iPxf7 20 "f3+ 'iPg6! 

The king should advance! Backward 
movements failed to 21 'i'xa8+, while 
20 ... �f6? 21 �.xf6! yields White a crushing 
attack; e.g. 21 ... gxf6 22 'i'xf6+ 'iPg8 23 l:d3, 
heading forg3. 
21 -.e4+ 'iPxgS! 

In the same spirit of the previous move. 
In contrast, after 21...�7 22 11fH iJ..f6 23 



.i.xf6! White again obtains a decisive at­
tack; e.g. 23_.gxf6 24 1:xf6+ We7 25 'ilt'xb4+ 

wd8 26 1:f8+ or 25 ... we8 26 :xe6+. 
22 1:d3 .1:.af81 

Creating the counter-threat of 23 .. Jlfl 
mate, as well as the defensive resource 
... :'f4. The cautious 22 ... g6?, preparing 
.. .'�h6-g7, would have failed to 23 'W'e3+! 
Wh5 24 g4+! ¢'h4 (or 24 ... Wxg4 25 .:t.d4+ 
Wh5 26 'Wh3+ with a quick mate) 25 'iWh6+ 
¢'xg4 26 Ad4+ Wf3 27 .f4+ '.Pe2 28 .tt.d2+ 
¢'e1 29 'W'f2 mate - Berg. 

23 1:183+ Wh6 24 llh3+ '.Pgs 2S :83+ 
The winning try 25 'ilfh4+? wf5 26 .tr.f3+ 

fails to 26 ... Wg6! 27 'i'g4+ .i.g5 28 'W'xe6+ 
ot>h5! 29 l:h3+ .i.h4 30 g4+ wg5 and the 
checks are over. 

2S ... '.Ph6 26 :h3+ c.P85 27 1183+ 
Oraw. 

The "brave king" idea can also be used for 
parrying counterattacks when attacking. We 
already saw this in the final part of Hellsten­
Rojas, and here is another example. 

Example 69 
M.Ulibin-I.Hellsten 

Dresden 1994 

Improving the Pieces 

White has won the exchange, but his 
king is rather unprotected and Black enjoys 
an active queen. At this point 33 ... .i.xa2?? 
obviously fails to 34 lIxg7+ with mate, but 
by 33 ... 'i'xf4! Black woukl. keep the balance; 
e.g. 34 e6 We4+ 32 <;Ph2 We5+ 36 c.Phl .i.h5 
37 IIg2 g6!, when his king is probably the 
safer one. However, in time trouble I 
couldn't resist a direct attack on the white 
king. 
33 ... .Il.d5+1 34 �g31 

Of course. Black is denied taking the f4-
pawn. 
34 .. :i'el+ 35 :'f2 'it'81+ 36 c.Ph4 

It transpires that the white king is com­
pletely safe here. 
36._.h6 37 J:[d2! 

The most technical choice, looking for a 
queen exchange. 

37 .. :Wel+ 
Also after 37 ... g5+ 38 ..t>hS .i.f3+ 39 Wg6 

or 38 ... .i.f7+ 39 1hf7! White wins. 
38 'it'f2 g5+ 39 Wh5 'i'hl 40 <;Pg6! :'e8 41 
fle51 

Suddenly White's king is instrumental 
in setting up a mate. 
41._.':e6+ 42 e6 1-0 

For the related exercises, see page 312. 
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The bishop pair 
The bishop pair is usually a great strategi­
cal asset at any stage. We already saw some 
proof of this in a number of previous ex­
amples, such as Gufeld-Kolarov, Kramnik­
Gelfand and Vokac-Navara. Here is one 
more example that shows the strength of 
the bishop pair. 

Example 70 
A.Mil .. s·J.Suny .. Heto 

linares, Nuevo leon 1994 

This kind of position, with pawns on 
both flanks and an open centre, is much to 
the liking of the bishop pair. Miles now be­
gins slow manoeuvring play with the aim 
of increasing the power of the two bishops. 
25e41 

A move with various viltues: it restricts 
the bishop on aB, deprives the black pieces 
of the ds-square, and grants the gl-a7 di­
agonal to White's own bishop. 
2S •. .lilbS 

Thus Black complicates the attack on his 
a6-pawn. However, in the further course of 
the game it is not easy for him to find an 
active pIa n. 
26 f3 :'e8 27 �e3 h6 28 'ilt'd2 
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seizing the d-fi1e and preparing a future 
lLld6 to fight against the blocker on bS. 
28,.,,.ph7 29 11d1 11e7 30 'iWb2 

By threatening 31 �f4 White aims to 
provoke ... e6-es, though the immediate 30 
lild6!? looked just as strong. 
30 ... eS 31 'ilt'd21 

Resuming the lbd6 idea. 
3L_'iWe6 32 �d6 �d4 

Or 32 ... lbxd6 33 'tt'xd6 �xd6 34 ttxd6 
and the a6-pawn is doomed. 

B �xd4 'iWxd6 34 �e3! 'ili'xd2 35 lbd2 
The exchanges have left Black's a6-pawn 

more vulnerable. 
35 ... -"b7 36l[d611lb8 37 -".71 

A clever intermediate move. 37 .�b6 at 
once permits 37 ... 1%c6, swapping White's 
active rook. 
H ... �e6 38 �b6 :te7 

39�e4! 
Thanks to ... e6-es, both bishops are now 

noticeably active and start to cooperate. 
39 ••• 16 

Black is also suffering after 39 ... lbxb4 40 

�dB! DeB 41 �xf7 ttfB 42 �g6+. The eS­
pawn is a long-term problem. 
40 �e61 

Much stronger than 40 �dS?! lbxb4 41 
�dB lbxdS! 42 �xe7 lbxe7 43 l:.d7 �xe4! 
with chances for a draw - Miles. 



4O ... �xb4 41 .i.C51 as 42 �.f5+ 86 43 1::.xf6 
White has not only recovered the pawn, 

but also managed to damage Black's pawn 
structure. 
43 ... !!87 44 ".e6 lild3 45 .ll.d61 

Not 45 ,iLfS?! 1::.0 with unnecessary 
counterplay. In the game the black rook 
finds itself severely restricted by the bishop 
pair, and the e5-pawn is practically 
doomed. 
45 . ..'of4 46 .i.C4 g5? 

A bad mistake. but 46 ... 1::.d7 47 .:i:.xe5 
was equally hopeless. 
47..if81 1-0 

In view of 47._.1::.0 4S 1::.xh6 mate. 

Since the bishops are particularly fa­
voured by positions with an open centre, 
one key idea is to clear diagonals for them. 
Let's see one example. 

Example 11 
J.Helisten-I.Zaja 

Menton 2003 

White has emerged from the opening 
with a slight plus thanks to his bishop pair. 
He now prepares e3-e4 to clear the position 
for his bishops, in particular the a1-hS di-

Improving the Pieces 

agonal where Black has no opposing 
bishop. 
18 Ji.d3 .:te8 

The active lS ... eS?! permits 19 .:i:.xg6 
fxg6 20 �xd5! cxd5 21 dxe5 and White re­
gains the piece with a sound extra pawn. 

1ge41 

Now that Black's previous move left his 
queen undefended, White carries on with 
his plan without bothering about ... �g6-f4. 
less promising seems 19 �.xg6 fxg6 20 e4 
li)g4!? 21 f3 �h6 after which Black man­
ages to maintain a closed position. 
19 ••• e5 

Indeed, after 19 ... !l)f4?! 20 "'g3 followed 
by 21 ii.b1, Black achieves nothing, and 
19 ... dxe4?! 20 li)xe4 lOxe4 21 .i.xe4 is 
equally uninspiring for him. By 19 ... e5 Zaja 
creates some activity but also helps me in 
activating the bishop on b2. 
20 'i'g31 

Keeping the tension makes sense here, 
since Black has difficulties in finding a use­
ful move. Weaker was 20 dxe5?! ·Ii'xes, 
when the queen eyes both e1 and b2. 
20 ... dxc4 

On the natural 20 ... :adS I had planned 
21 exds exd4 22 'iWxd6. transposing to a 
favourable endgame; e.g. 22_ . .l:lxe1+ 23 
1::.xe1 1::.xd6 24 lDe4 0.xe4 25 :xe4 cxd5 26 
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l:xd4 preparing il.e2-f3. 
21 �XC4 b5 22 �f1 

Not 22 'i'xg6?! bXc4 with complications. 
22 .. :i'e6 23 dSI 

White swaps a few pawns in order to 
clear diagonals for his bishops. My original 
plan was 23 dxes intending 23 ... .!Dxes?! 24 
.!DdS!, but after 23 ... .!Dg4! the position 
seemed less clear to me. 
23 ... cxdS 24 exdS lOxdS 25 �xbS lOxe3 26 
�xc3 I1ed8? 

This leads to problems with the eS­
pawn. After the correct 26 .... "-c6 27 il.C4 
·i'f6 Black had more chances of survival. 
27 ."-e41 

Directing both bishops at Black's king. 
Now any queen move like 27 ... 'i'f6 just 
drops a pawn after 28 llxd8+ l:.xd8 29 
."-xes, so Black is forced to enter complica­
tions. 
27 ... �dS 28 'i'gs 

Even stronger was 28 ."-as! l:.d7 29 
l:.xdS! .lhdS 30 'i'f3, establishing a danger­
ous pin. Now both 30 ... .!Df4 31 ."-d2! and 
30 ... .!De7 31 ."-b4! win on the spot; so 30 ... e4 
31 l:.xe4 l:.d1+ 32 'i1i>h2 'iltd6+ 33 g3 is practi· 
cally forced, when Black faces a difficult 
defensive task. 
28 ... l:d7 29 ':xdS? 

This wins a pawn, but 29 l:.xes! .!Dxes 30 
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."-xes offered much more; e.g. 30 .. .f6 31 
IbdS! l:.xdS 32 il.xf6 recovering the mate· 
rial with interest, or 30�.g6 31 ."-bS! (I saw 
only 31 l:l:xdS? l:xdS 32 ."-xdS 'i'xdS 33 'i'f6 
'i1i>f8 and Black defends) 31 ...... c6 32 l:xd7 
."-xd7 (or 32 .. :l'xd7 33 'i'f6) 33 �xd7 '1Ifxd7 
34 'i'f6 'i1i>f8 3S 'ilth8+ followed by 36 'i'xa8. 
In these lines the cooperation between the 
two bishops in the attack ts striking. 
29 ... ':xdS 30 'ii'xhS ':e8 31 .. f3 e4? 

Returning the favour. 31 ... .!Dxh4? 32 'ilf'e4 
was equally bad, but 31 ... :'xC4! 32 bXc4 f1cS 
33 hS .!Df8 let the game continue. 
32 ':xe4 ':d1+ 33 o:.t>h2 

With all his pieces directed at the black 
king, White obviously avoids exchanges. 
33 ... 'i'd6+ 34 g3 .!Dh8? 

A tactical slip in a hopeless position. 
35 'll'g41 

Black resigned. 
It has been said that a virtue of the 

bishop pair is that one of the bishops can 
be exchanged for another advantage. let's 
look at an example on this topic. 

Example 72 
E.8areev-S.Lputian 

Kharkov 1985 



White is better thanks to the bishop pair 
and the weak ds-pawn. Bareev finds a sim­
ple wayof increasing his advantage. 
26 %hcb3l itJxcs 27 �xcS llxc5 28llb71 

The bishop pair is gone, but White has 
achieved a few other advantages in ex­
change: control of the se .... enth rank and a 
superior bishop. 
28 ..... a5?! 

Now White manages to trade queens, 
which will lea .... e the a7-pawn more ex-
posed. After 28 ... nec8 29 "-b4 "a6! 30 'tIlb3 
'i'as Black had more chances of sur .... i .... al 
than in the game. 
29 .b4l llec8 30 '1I'xas llxa5 31 .t1e3! 

With the strong threat of 32 .tIe7. 
31 .. .Ae832 .1:c3! 

Baree .... insists upon doubling rooks on 
the se .... enth rank After 32 .tIxe8+ �xe8 33 
Db8 �7 34 �xhS+ g6 3S �xg6+ �xg6 36 
.tIxe8 .1:xa3 White should win the rook end­
ing, but the game continuation is more ap­
pealing. 
32 ... g6 

In view of the threat 33 .tIcC7 lU8 34 
.i.xhS!. Black defends the hs-pawn in ad­
vance. 
B llCC7ll18 34 e31 

Improving the Pieces 

zugzwang. The a3-pawn is untouchable 
due to 3S �xdS!' 
34. . .a6 35 �d7 IS 

Or 3S ... .tIcS 36 .1:a7 as 37 a4! with similar 
consequences. 
36 llbc7 llb5 37 �g2 .cas 38 a4! 

Zugzwang. Black has only a few desper­
ate mo .... es left. 
38 ... d4 39 exd4 14 40 gx14llf5 41 �g3 1-0 

In .... iew of 41 ... aS 42 .i.e4 lU6 43 .idS. 
transposing to an easily won pawn end· 
game. 

Sometimes we can even consider giving 
up material in order to obtain the bishop 
pair. A typical transaction in this sense is a 
rook for a minor piece and a pawn, i.e. a 
positional exchange sacrifice. Here is one 
example. 

Example 73 
E.Mortensen·S.Kudrin 

Copenhagen 1983 

White is planning a kingside attack with 
moves like .i.f2·h4 followed by e4·eS or f4· 
fS. but Black's next move changes the pic· 

White isn't interested in the a7-pawn, ture completely. 
since he is close to achie .... ing a decisi .... e 13 ... :xc3! 
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The ... .J:xc3 idea is a common guest in 
the Open Sicilian, one that can support 
various goals. It may enhance an attack on 
a white king on n, improve Black's central 
control and, when the reply b2XC3 is forced, 
damage White's queens ide pawn structure. 
On this occasion, it will leave Black with a 
strong bishop pair, control of the h1-a8 di­
agonal, and a potential passed pawn on the 
e-file. 
14 'i')(c3 lD)(e4 15 'i'd3 

15 ... lD)(b3! 
Exchanging White's most active minor 

piece, thus securing the advantage of the 
bishop pair. 

16 a)(b3 e5 17 lDe2 'W'a8! 
A clever way of reinforcing Black's con­

trol of the hl-a8 diagonal. Typically after an 
exchange sacrifice of this kind, the oppo­
nent faces problems on the squares of the 
same colour as his absent bishop. 
18 b4 

Preventing lDe4-cs. Here and later, 18 fS 
can be met by 18 ... dS!? 19 c3 :td8, intend· 
ing ... dS-d4. 
18 ... lDf6 19 .J:f2 ltJe4 20 .J:ffl .J:e8 21 ¢'h2 
Iilf6 22 lIg1 

On 22 .J:f2 Black had prepared 22 ... ll)dS, 
and if 23 Jtd2? then 23 ... e4 followed by 
24 ... e3. This pawn also becomes very strong 
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in the game. 
22 .. ,lbd5 23 .i.d2 e4 24 'ikb3 e3 25 .i.C3 
lD)(C3 26 b)(C3 b5! 

Intending ... �dS-C4. 
27 c4 b)(C4 28 'iV)(C4 .i.e4 

White managed to stop Black's plan, but 
the bishop has now found another strong· 
hold. 
29 'i'b3 d5 30 c3 

With hindsight. eliminating the danger­
ous passed pawn by 30 'ilfxe3 �xg2 31 OW'f2 
seems like a better choice. 
30 ... .i.d3 31 ltJd4 "b8 32 g3 JtC4 B .-d1 
.J:e4 34 'ilff3 .i.)(d4! 

In exchange for the bishop pair, Black is 
able to grab a few pawns. 
35 c)(d4 'ilf)(b4 36 :bl 'W'd2+ 37 ¢'hl .-)(d4 
38 f5 :tea 39 l:b7 .-e41 

Simplest. Black soon converted his ma­
terial and positional advantages into vic­
tory. 

In some closed and semi-open struc­
tures the strength of the bishop pair is not 
noticeably felt. This often happens when 
defects in the pawn formation have left the 
enemy knights with protected squares, as 

in Sasikiran-l1jushin (p. 23) and Hellsten­
Olesen (po 24). let's see yet another exam­
ple on this topic. 



Example 74 
J.Helisten-J.8errocaJ Farina 

Santa Cruz 200S 

In a typical King's Indian battle Black has 
just played the apparently natural 
15 ... lVd7-cSn This gives White the chance 
of transposing to a structure where his 
knights will outshine the black bishops. 
16�xc51 

Damaging Black's pawn structure and 
creating a blockading square on (4 for the 
knights. Even so, in such positions White 
usually protects this bishop from ex­
changes, and I probably wouldn't have 
played this without prior knowledge of the 
ok! game T.V.Petrosian-S.schweber. Stock­
holm Interzonal 1962, where White pro­
ceeded in a similar way. 
16 •.. dxcs 17 il..b5! 

Before installing the knight on (4 it 
makes sense to activate the bishop and 
prevent Black's tempting plan of .Jile8·d6. 
17 ... h51 

Preparing ... iLh6 to improve the dark­
squared bishop. 
18 QJc4lDe8 19 iLxe8! 

Vet another strong bishop 'Is. knight ex­
change, this one also "copied" from Petro-

Improving the Pieces 

sian's game. It is important for White to 
stop 2o ... li:ld6 challenging his own knight 
on c4. 
19 ... .:xe8 20 It)C1 

The other knight h eads for d3 or b3 in 
order to attack Black's weak pawns. 
2o ... iih6 21 nel 

Directed against the plan of ... �.a6 fol­
lowed by .. ixC4 and ... iLe3-d4. 
21 ... iia6 22 'i'c2 .-h4?1 

Preparing ... iLf4 with kings ide threats, 
but White easily prevents this idea. More 
sensible was 22 ... iLxc4 23 'ilt'xC4 iLd2! 24 
�e2 ttgS! followed by ... iLe3-d4. when at 
least Black has no "bad" pieces anymore. In 
the gamethis bishop remains a problem. 
23 lLld3 ':ec8 

24 �ad1 
Keeping things simple. After 24 lDcxes? 

c4 or 24 lOdxes?! �.f4 2S g3 'i'gS !  26 li:ld3 
iLxg3 the game gets unnecessarily compli­
cated, as it does after 24 li:lb6?! c4! 2S li:lf2 
tte7 followed by ... ttcS. However, I?ybka 

found an even better option: 24 93]  "W'f6 (or 
24 ... '1I'h3 2S li:lb6 and 2S ... C4? no longer 
works due to 26 lOf2!) 2S lDdxes iLxc4 26 
li:lxC4 ttxf3 27 tte2! with a tremendous po· 
sitional plus for White. 
24 .. Jl.ab8 2S b3 iLxC4 

Black gives up the bishop pair, aware by 
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now that the threats towards eS a nd as 
were for real; e.g. 2S .. .f6 26 lDxas -'iI.xd3 27 
'ilxd3 �f4 28 g3 -".xg3 29 Ile2! �f4 30 lDc6 
.J:.b7 31 d6 and White wins. 
26 "'X(4 �b6 27 %te21 

Some prophylaxis to protect the king 
from a potential ... ..i!.h6-f4. 
27 ...... f6 28 lDb2! 

The knight is redirected to the blockad· 
ing square on c4, where it will support a 
future dS·d6. 
28 ... h4?1 

This lets the d-pawn roll. 28 ... -'il.f8 29 
'W'd3 -'iI.d6 30 lDc4 l%a6 was more tenacious, 
although 31 :tel followed by 32 %I.dc1 still 
yields White a pleasant edge. 
29 'ilt'd3 -"-f4 30 �(4 1:ta6 31 d6! wg7 32 
'i'dS! 

The most technical choice which im­
proves the queen and creates the threat of 
33 d7 :td8 34 tlhcS. In the ga me I messed 
things up by 32 d7?! .J:.d8 n lbd6 .l:aa8 34 
'ii'bS? (a simple win was achieved by 34 
lDb7! c4 35 'ir'xc4 'ir'b6+ 36 lbcS followed by 
37 'iibS) 34 ... 'ii'e6 3S l:IdS, when 3S ... l:t.xd7! 
36 lbfS+gxfs 37 'W'xd7 'W'xd7 38l%xd7 c4! 39 
bXC4 ':c8 would have yielded Black reason­
able drawing chances. 
32 ... .l:a7 

Now 33 d7? l:td8 leaves the d-pawn ex­
posed, as in the game. However, White has 
a much simpler option at his disposal. 
33 �b61 '::d8 34 "'X(S 

On top of his strategical advantages 
White enjoys an extra pawn. 

In fact there are many openings where 
one side deliberately gives up the bishop 
pair for different reasons. In the Spanish 
Exchange Variation and the Sicilian Ros­
solimo, the �xc6 capture is a main feature, 
while -".xf6 is often seen in the Ragozin 
Variation of the Queen's Gambit, as well as 
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the French Rubinstein Variation, to name a 
few. Black, for his part, has entire defences 
based on the ... -".xC3 capture, such as the 
Nimzo-Indian and the French Winawer. And 
in many lines of the Benoni and the Slav, he 
is happy to give u p his light-squared bishop 
by ... �xf3. 

In positions where the owner of the 
bishop pair doesn't suffer from any weak 
squares or pawns, a main idea for his op.­
ponent is to "mess up" the game, creating 
threats with every move, that could even­
tually lead to a transformation of the posi­
tion, protected squares for his knights, etc. 
John Watson investigated this subject quite 
thoroughly in his fascinating work Secrets 

oj Modern Chess 5trategy, and it is a central 
theme in Chigorin's Defence, as well as in a 
few other openings. Here is one example. 

Example 75 
L.Schandorff·J.Hellsten 
German league 1999 

White has emerged from Reti's Opening 
with the bishop pair, without having made 
any obvious concessions. Thus Black needs 
to act energetically in order to avoid long­
term inferiority. 



13 ... .i.b41 
Indirectly attacking the e4-pawn. 

14.C2 
After 14 lle1?! &5 15 "(2 'W'd3! Black 

obtains excellent (ounterplay. 
14 .. ixC3 

The later game A.Kochyev-D,Kovaljov, St. 
Petersburg 1999, continued instead 
14 . ..lbc5 15 l:.dl 'ii'e7 16 f3 �a5 17 <'De2 
�b6 18 ¢>h2 hS! with counterplay, now 
that 19 h4 runs into 19 ... likxe4!? 20 fxe4 
fDg4+ 21 ¢>hl li:lf2+ 22 -Jrh2 li:lg4+ with a 
perpetual. However, 18 q;hl might be a 
better try. In the game Black captures on C3 
immediately in order to secure a protected 
square for his knight on (5. 
15 bXC3 lOc5 

161:ldl 

If 16 .�gs'?, intending 17 l:.adl, then 
1.6 ... 'W'd3! 17 "xd3 lDxd3 18 tlfdl li:lcS 
seems quite playable, since 19 .i.xf6 gxf6 at 
any moment doesn't really do any harm to 
Black. 
16 ... 'tI'as 17 11d41 :adS 18 �d2 

White has managed to defend the e4· 
pawn in a clever way and now prepares 19 
lle1, stabilizing his position. Then he could 
consider e4-e5 or f2-f4, advancing his pawn 
majority. 
18 • ..toe61 

Improving the Pieces 

Fighting against the strong rook on d4. 
Pawn grabbing with 18 . ..ll:lcxe4? failed to a 
back ra nk rna teo 
19 l:txd8 

On 19 Itb4 I had planned 19 .. .'*h5!? 20 
l:tel (or 20 Itxb7lbc5 with activity) 20 . ./0cS 
21 Itd4 'W'g6!, hitting the e4-pawn from a 
different angle. 
19 .. .:txd8 20 �e3 

Preparing f2-f4. The immediate 20 f4? 
fails to 20_.'W'CS-+ 21 ..-h2 'W'f2 etc. 

20 ... h5! 
Black finds new ways of "messing up" 

the game. Now his plan is 21 ... h4 22 g4 We5 
followed by .'/of4. exploiting the newly cre­
a ted protected sq ua reo If White prevents 
this by 21 h4. then 21...€!g4 with new 
threats. 
21 f4 h4 22 g4il:lc5! 

Installing the threat of 23 ... l:td3. White 
can't avoid this by 24 ¢>h2 l:ld3 25 �XCS? 
due to 25 ... l:txC3 followed by ... :XCS. 
23 il.d4 

Both 23 gs?! il:lhs 24 .,f2 If\d3! 2S WxM 
"XC3 26 .J:.f1 g6 and 23 e5?! lild5 24 �d2 
lile6! 2S Itf1 "C5+ 26 �h1 lile3 leave White 
under some pressure. With the game con­
tinuation he avoids such counterplay, but 
also leaves the f4-pawn undefended, some­
thing that Black immediately exploits. 
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23 .. .li�e61 24 ii,e3 is logical. 
Or 24 Lf6?! gxf6 and White's dark 25 .i.d4 ll'1e6 26 .i.e3 ll'1c5 

square weaknesses are a much more rele- Draw. 

vantfactor than the doubled f-pawns. 
24 ... ll'IcS For the related exercises to this section. 

Other moves give White time to consoli- see page 315. 

date by 25 nfl. Hence a repetition of moves 
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Chapter Three 

Exchanges 

The exchange of pieces is an important idea 
at any stage of the game, one that can have 
a huge impact on the strategical balance. 
The following examples have been catego­
rized according to the principal objective 
being supported by the exchange. However, 
it should be noted that sometimes one sin­
gle exchange can support several objec­
tives. 

Realizing a material advantage 
One of the first strategical principles taught 
to new chess players is that when you have 
more material. exchange pieces! Thus we 
are able to reduce the opponent's counter­
play and simplify to an endgame, where the 
material advantage can be more easily real· 
ized.let's see a few examples. 

Example 76 
Z.Efimenko·R.V.g.ni.n 

German League 2005 

In this late middlegame position White 
is two pawns up but his king is rather ex* 

posed on al. Efimenko finds a technical 
solution. 

34 'it'd4! 
Forcing a queen exchange that will fin­

ish off Black's counterplay and produce a 
superior endgame. When carrying out such 
exchanges, we should be ready to return 
some of the extra material if needed, like 
the f7-pawn in this case. In  contrast, the 
greedy 34 �b3? failed to 34 ... "C3+ 35 'it>bl 
':xb3+! 36 axb3 ttxb3+ with a perpetual. 
34 ... 'it'xd4+ 

After 34 ..... e7 3 S  �b3 Black's counter-
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play is gone, while 34 ...... xc4? fails to 35 
"'d6+ ..... xf7 36 "'xbB "'0+ 37 "'b2 etc. 
35 :xd4 �C4 36 :xc4 �xf7 37 a41 

Passed pawns should move forward! In 
the game, afflicted by heavy time trouble, 
Efimenko preferred 37 :e4?!, when Black 
could have put up some resistance by 
37 .. .lI.dB! 38 l:te2 :aB!, hindering the ad­
vance of the a-pawn - Meyer/Efimenko. 
37 ... �e6 38¢'a2 

White wins by bringing up his king; e.g. 
3B .. .lI.b7 39 ..... a3 ..... d5 40 l:lC2 :a 7 41 'iWb4 
:b7+ 42 ..... c3 (42 ..... a5 is also possible) 
42 ... :0+ 43 'iPd3 �a7 (after 43 .. ':xC2 44 
<ot>xC2 �4 45 as the white king is first to 
reach the kingside) 4dta2 l:la5 45 l:la1! with 
a position reminiscent of the famous game 
AAlekhine-1R.Capablanca, World Champi­
onship (game 34), Buenos Aires 1927. 

Example 77 
R.Djurhuus-J.Hellsten 

Asker 1997 

White is two pawns down but is close to 
recovering one of them and enjoys a fair 
amount of activity for the other one. His 
next moves might be �xa3, 1:I:a2 a nd �bS 
with some initiative. 
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13 ... 'IIb61 
looking for a queen exchange to reduce 

White's initiative and lead the game into 
an endgame with an extra pawn. 
14 "C2 

After 14 "'dl? lfb2 15 �bd2 "'xC3 the 
white queens ide collapses, while 14 ..i.bS 
can be met by 14 ... �d7 15 �xa3 a6! 16 "'a4 
1:I:cB and White is in trouble. 
14 ..... b21 

In the same spirit of the previous move. 
Now the queen exchange is inevitable. 
15 'ii'xb2 axb2 16 .c:a2 ..i.d7 17 :'xb2 0-0-0 
18 �bd2 l[dg81 

As often happens, a material advantage 
is transformed into a positional one, or vice 
versa. In this case, Black returns the second 
pawn in order to swap the opponent's most 
active piece. 
19 :'x88+ .J:lxg8 20 .i.xh7 nt8 21 �g1 

It is not easy to find any prospects for 
White's minor pieces. 
21 ... b5! 22 �e2 

Or 22 l:txb5 �xd4 23 l:lb1 �c6 and the 
e5-pawn is in trouble. 
22 ... b4 

Hitting the base of the pawn chain. 
Thanks to the bishop pair, the passed a­
pawn and White's weaknesses, Black is 
clearly better. 



Example 78 
E.5veshnikov-D.King 

Bern 1992 

Black has sacrificed a pawn in return for 
a slight initiative. He is now planning either 
... hS-h4, intimidating the bishop on a3 and 
softening up White's queens ide, or 15 ... lLlf4 
with kingside activity and pressure on d3. 
SlIeshniko'l resorts to a simple idea, always 
worthy of consideration in positions with a 
material advantage: swap off pieces. 
15 fUe3! 

Thus White ensures at least one piece 
exchange, and avoids the ... bS-b4 advance 
being effected with tempo. 
lS . ..'ilf4 

After lS .. .lbxe3?! 16 fxe3. followed by 
e3-e4. White seizes the centre, while 
lS .... iLe6 16 lLlxdS .iLxdS 17 d4ltfd8 18 lLld2! 
also favours him, now that 18 ... es? runs 
into 19 (4 .iLe6 20 dS. 
16ti)xfS 'l'xf5 17 g3! 

looking for more exchanges. Not 17 :tel 
UfdB 18 d4 eS 19 .ltbS 'itc8!, when 20 .ltxc6 
'i'xc6 21 lDxesn fails to 21 ... 'i'xg2 mate. 
17 ... lDxe2+ 

Otherwise the knight will just become 
misplaced. 

Exchanges 

18 ..wxe2 IUdS 19 d4 l:tac8 
Or 19 ... eS 20 dxes lDxes 21 lDxes .ltxes 

22 l1fel with a sound extra pawn. 
20 :fel e6 21 'ii'e41 

511eshnikov continues with his simplifi· 
cation policy. 
21 ••• 'ihe4?1 

Being a pawn down, queen exchanges 
should be rejected unless there is a good 
reason. Black could count on more practical 
chances after 21...'ilfas. when White still has 
a slight problem with the bishop on a3. 
22 Ibe4l:r:d7 

Black collers the e7-square, aware that 
after 22 ... lDaS 23 .i.e7! l:I.d7 24 .ltgs lDC4 25 
:te2 White may soon start to advance his 
queenside pawn majority, with moves such 
as :tdl, .ltcl, b2-b3, .ltb2 and c3-c4. 
23 b31? 

Avoiding the ... lDas-c4 plan and ena­
bling .i.a3·b2. In contrast, the game con· 
tinued 23 l1ael lDas 24 lDd2 J:dS (24 ... es!? 
is also interesting) and White's queenside 
was somewhat paralysed, although 
5veshnikoll won in the end. 
23 ... eS 

A temporary pawn sacrifice to create 
some counter play. Besides, the exchange of 
pawns tends to favour the defending side. 
24 dxeS 
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Another good option is 24 ll:lxe5 tiJxes 
25 dxe5 l:[xc3 26 �.d6 :tc2 27 nd4!. parrying 
the threat of 27 .. �xd6 while preparing a2-
a4and b4-bS. 
24 •. Jld3 25 q,.g2 ':XC3 26 nae1 

Preparing to answer 26 .. lIc2 by 27 
:t1e2. With �a3-d6 coming up. White en­
joys a sound extra pawn in the endgame. 

For the related exercises, see page 316. 

Realizing a positional 
advantage 
The previous examples showed how the 
realization of a material advantage was 
facilitated by exchanges. This also applies 
to positional advantages, such as the 
bishop pair (compare Miles-Sunye Neto, p. 
86). weak points in the enemy pawn struc­
ture, a mobile pawn majority, etc. Let's see 
a few examples. 

Example 79 
A.Kharlov-A. Vi lIavicencio 

Martinez 
Linares 1997 

The structure with an isolated queen's 
pawn is typical for this topic. White is 
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happy to swap pieces since the weak dS­
pawn will make any endgame favourable 
for him. Black, on the other hand. should 
avoid exchanges and try to exploit the dy­
namic advantages of the isolated pawn, 
such as more space and the strong squares 
on e4 and c4. 
12 ii.e3! 

A key move, in order to trade bishops be­
fore Black manages to play 12 ... �fS. 
12 ..• ii.xe3 

Black has no choice since 12 ... J:.C7? loses 
material after 13 �cS! .  
13 ':xe3 Sil.g4 14 h3 Sil.h5 

15 Sil.e2! 
Preparing more exchanges. 

15 ... .:ad8 16 tbfd4! lLlxd4? 
16 ... ".g6 was correct, keeping more 

pieces on the board, when 17 'ii'd2 followed 
by :tdl or :tel leads to a slight white ad­
vantage. 
17 �xd4 Sil.xe2 18 'W'xe2 lLlc:6 19 l:ldl! 

The last piece is brought into play with 
focus on the ds-pawn. In contrast. the fur­
ther exchange by 19 ttJxc6?! permits 
19 ... bxc6!. when the d5-pawn is no longer a 

problem and might even turn into a passed 
pawn after ... c6-c5 and _.dS-d4. 
19 • ..liJxd4?! 

Maintaining the tension with 19 ... 'ii'd7 



seems better. If now 20 l:led3, then 
20 .. .I:lfe8 preparing ... lDe5-c4 with some 
activity. 
20 I:lxd4 'W'c6 21 'i'd21 

Evidently, the absence of minor pieces 
on the board has made it easier for White 
to increase the pressure on the ds-pawn. 
21 .• .lZd6 22 l:led3l:t:fd8 23 c4! 

A typical tactical resource in the fight 
against isolated pawns. 
23 ... h6 24 lhd5 lbd5 25 lhd5 

A pawn up, White is happy to exchange 
as many pieces as he can. 
25 .. .lbdS?1 

2S .. .I:le8 26 Ad8 hS was preferable 
when. contrary to the game. White still has 
to work for a while to create a passed pawn. 
26 cxdS! 

The apparently logical 26 'W'xdS? 'iixdS 
27 cxdS fails to 27 .. .'�f8 and Black's king 
soon eliminates the extra pawn. 
26 ...... d6 27 ti'd41 

Centralization is a key idea in queen 
endings. in order to exploit the range of 
this piece fully. 
27 ... a6 28 Ttl �f8 29 We2 'i'e7+ 30 'ii'e3 

.b4? 
In a difhcult endgame Black overlooks 

the opponent's idea. 
31 Wa31 'tha3 32 bxa3 

Exchanges 

Now the queen exchange is correct since 
the ds-pawn can be defended. The pawn 
ending concluded 3 2  .. .'iPe7 33 wd3 wd6 34 
Wc4 b6 35 a4 h S  36 h4 g5 37 g3 f6 38 f4 
�d7 39 as! bxas 40 wCS a4 41 a3 and BlaCK 
resigned. 

Example 80 
5.Brynell-K.Moberg 
Gothenburg 1996 

This structure, typical of the Spanish Ex­
change variation. is another case where 
viltually any piece trade clearly favours one 
of the players. Black possesses the bishop 
pair but also suffers from a defective pawn 
structure, in the sense that his queenside 
pawn majority cannot be easily converted 
into a passed pawn. Thus White's next 
move suggests itself. 
11 .i.f41 

Depriving Black of the bishop pair, and 
taking the game one step fwther towards 
an endgame, where the pawn structure 
speaks in White's favour. For this reason, 
contemporary games in this variation usu­
ally see Black postponing or omitting ... .i.f8-
d6. 
11 ... 0-0-0 12 I:ld2 lDe7 
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Or 12 ... .i.xf4 13 ':xd8+ �xd8 14 ltlxf4 
followed by lld1+ with similar conse­
quences. 
13 :tadl i.xf4 14lt.'Jxf4 i.f7 

15 13 
A natural mOlle that prepares �2-e3, 

but 15 :xd8+! :xd8 16 :xd8+ �xd8 17 f3 
was more precise - Brynel!. By exchanging 
both pairs of rooks, White reduces the op­
ponent's counterplay and avoids any 
drawish rook endgames. 
15 .. ':xd2 16 1bd2 :td8?1 

16 .. .J:Ie8!, keeping the rook on the board, 
was preferable for reasons explained in the 
previous note. 
17 :xd8+ �xd8 18 �2 

Now White has a small but enduring 
advantage thanks to his mobile pawn ma­
jority on the kingside. 
18 ... �d7 19 �e3 ¢>d6 20 ltld3 

Clearing the way for the f-pawn. 
20 .. .i.g6?1 

A passive diagonal for the bishop. 2o ... bS 
was more natural, trying to make progress 
on the queens ide. Now the tempting 21 eS+ 
fxes 22 liJe4+ doesn't really achieve much 
after 22 ... ¢>dS! 23 liJdxcS as. Thus 21 a3!?, 
safeguarding the a-pawn, might be a better 
try and if 21...ltlc6, then White plays 22 
tOe2, preventing the knight jump to d4 -
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Brynell (who kindly supplied me with some 
comments on this game). 
21 g41 

Gaining some space before advancing 
the f- and e-pawns. 
21 ... (4 22 lbel (5 23 f4 b5 24ltlf3 �(6 

25 e5+1 
Using some minor tactics Btynell finally 

manages to break through on the kingside. 
25 ... fxe5 26 f5 i.e8 27 lt.'Je4+ we7 

If Black hangs on to the pawn by 
27 ... ¢>dS, then 28 f6! g6 29 ltlfgs liJd8 30 
ltlxh7 gives White a huge edge thanks to 
the strong passed pawn. 
28 e31 

less technical was 28 ltlxcs?! ltlb4 with 
counterplay. 
28 ... a5 

Black has run out of active plans and 
from now on White just has to advance his 
kingside majority to achieve the passed 
pawn. The c5-pawn can wait. 
29 h4 h5 30 g51 £61 

Leaving the opponent with a protected 
passed pawn can't be right, but there was 
no satisfactory defence to 31 f6+ anyway. 
31 f6+ �e6 32 a41 

Before taking on cS, White softens up 
the c4-pawn. 
32 ... b4 33 ltlXC5+ �d5 34lt.'Jb71 



Tying the black knight to the defence of 
the a-pawn. 
34 .. .JLf7 35 �d2 bXc3 36 bXc3 �d8? 

Black resigned without waiting for 37 
�xd8. In any case. even without this time­
trouble blunder. he was lost in view of the 
inevitable �e4(xc4)-d6. 

Of course there are also pawn structures 
where the simplifications tend to favour 
Black. One case ts the Open Sicilian, where 
White, in the event of an unsuccessful at­
tack. often ends up in an inferior endgame. 
Here is one simple example. 

Exomp/e 81 
S.Bouaziz-VJansa 

Sarajevo 1979 

By means of an earlier e4-eS advance 
White gained some space and took steps to 
a future kings ide attack. However, from a 
long-term perspective the es-pawn ts weak, 
while the queenside pawn structure also 
favours Black. whose pawn on bS restricts 
the white majority. In this context, Jansa's 
subsequent play is easy to understand. 
17 ... i.xf3 

Also interesting is 17 ... b4!?, asking the 
question of the knight; e.g. 18 lDe4?! �xes 

Exchanges 

or 18 i.xc6 'ilt'xc6 19 lDe4 'ilfC4! in the same 
spirit as the game continuation. 
18 1bf3 

After 18 'ilfxf3?! �xes 19 '1Ifg3 f6 Black 
will have a clear advantage in the endgame 
due to the backward c-pawn. 
18 .. ,'.C41 

A key move, in order to transpose to a 
favourable endgame. less clear is 18 ... b4?! 
19 �e4 �xes 20 11g3 with ideas like 'ilfhS 
and�gs. 
19'it'xc4 

Or 19 '1Iff2!? b4 20 b3 ticS!, insisting on 
the queen swap; e.g. 21 lDe4 tixf2 22 ':xf2 
lDb6 folbwed by �dS, with a comfortable 
edge. 
19 .. jtxC4 20 l:tdl �b6 21 i.e3 i.C51 

The bishop exchange will further em­
phasize White's problems with the eS­
pawn. 
22 l:td2?1 

22 a3 was a lesser evil, avoiding the 
course of the game, when Black could con­
sider a timely ... a6-as followed by ... hS-b4. 
22 ... b4 23 lOdl i.xe3 24 :xe3 

After 24lOxe3? ':e4 the es-pawn falls. 
24 ... lOdS 25 l:lee2 lUc8 26 g3 

White is doomed to passivity and Jansa 
proceeds with the creation of a new weak­
ness. 
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26N.A4eS! 27 �g2 hS 28 ..ti3 :as 
Winning a pawn. 

29lt'Je3 lt'Jxe3 30 Axe3 ':xa2 31 l:[b3 as 
Black soon realized his extra pawn. 

Example S2 
Y.SeiraWiln�Alexa.lyanov 

US Championship, Salt Lake City 
1999 

Black is about to take a major decision: 
to exchange the queens or not? 
lS ...... xd2+1 

Now White obtains a superior endgame 
thanks to Black's weak queenside pawn 
structure. Correct was 15_."c4!, sacrificing 
a pawn for counterplay with focus on the 
exposed white king. There can follow 16 
lDxa5 (or 16 l:[xa5 lDa6!, heading for b4) 
16 ... 'lWb5 17 b4 lDa6 (17 .. .f6!? i s  another in­
teresting option) 18 C3 C5! 19 dXc5 (after 19 
bxc5?! li)C7 the knight on as is in trouble) 
19 ... lDaxc5 20 It.'ld4 lLkI3+ 21 �dl (or 21 
�e2 �Cl+ 22 �el lbd3+ with a perpetual) 
21... .. a6 22 b5 '1i'b6 with excellent compen­
sation. 
16 �xd2 a4 17 lt'Jell 

Heading for the protected square at c5. 
17 ... f611 
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17 .. .l:.a6! was correct, preventing the 
lOd3-C5 manoeuvre. After 18 It:lC5 lOxC5 19 
dxc5 �d7 20lbd3, preparing .J:.a3 and =:tal. 
White has a slight edge due to the weak a4-
pawn, but nothing more. 
18 �d3 fxeS 19 dxeS 

With a clear grip on the queenside. 
19 ... o;W7 20f4�e7 21 h4! 

Preventing the ... g7-g5 counter-strike. 
Here, or later, 21...h6 is well met by 22 h5, 
freezing the pawn structure. 
21 ... 12:e8 22 lt:lbes 

Just in time. before Black goes ... c6-c5. 
Now the a4-pawn has turned into a serious 
problem. 
22 ... �6 23 Aa2 �8d7 

Or 23 ... .:c7 24 .ufal Aca7 25 b3! a3 26 C3 
intending lLlb4-C2. 
24 ':fal �xe5 25 �xe5 Deb8 26 b3! 

The cleanest way of conquering the a4-
pawn. 26 It.'lxa4?! lDxa4 27 l:[xa4 1:txa4 28 
':xa4 12:xb2 is less clear. 
26 ... axb31 

Any other move allows 27 It:lxa4 with a 
decisive endgame plus, but now Black gets 
much bigger problems after 27 .J:.a7+! ':xa7 
28 Axa7+ �e8 29 cxb3. In fact. Ivanov re­
signed without waiting for 27 l:ta7+. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 317. 



Eliminating key pieces 
In the previous examples we saw how vir­
tually any exchange favoured the player 
with a positional advantage. More (om­
man, however, is the situation where one 
side is looking to trade off a specific enemy 
piece. The motivation can either be 1009-
term (e.g. to leave the opponent with the 
"bad" bishop) or short-term (e.g. get rid of 
his most active piece). Here we will have a 
look at the first case. 

Example 83 
1.Piket·l.Timman 

Dutch Championship. 
Amsterdam 1996 

In some structures the pawn formation 
has such an impact on the range of the 
bishops that we can easily talk about 
"good" and "bad" bishops. In the position 
above. White uses a small tactical trick in 
order to exchange his "bad" bishop for the 
opponents "good" one, which will reduce 
Black's control over the light squares. 
12 .i.h3! .i.xh3 

After 12 ... .1 f7?! the bishop on h3 is 
hardly a bad piece anymore, and it even 
helps White in winning a pawn by 13 '1Ifg4! 

Exchanges 

g6 14 'i'xd7+ 'ifxd7 15 .li.xd7+ �xd7 16 fxes 
.li.xc4 17 exf6! - Piket. 
13 'i'hS+ g6 14 tt'xhl 

Thanks to the bishop swap, the white 
queen now controls the whole h3-c8 diago­
nal, with particular focus on the weak e6-
square. 
14 ... tUb6 15 'xeS! fxes 

After IS ... tUxC4? 16 exf6 White wins a 
pawn, while 1$ ... tUxes?! 16 tUxes tl'xes? 
runs into 17 .li.f4 t1hS 18 'ilfe6 with a strong 
initiative. In conclusion. the timely 15 fxes 
forced Black to open the f-file. 
16 'ffe6lt'Jxc4 17 'it'xc4 

An interesting alternative was 17 'iff7+!? 
>ild7 18 'ilt'xc4. in order to temporarily dis­
place Black's king. Now if 18 ... 'iIt'd6 19 tUf3 
'a'e6, challenging the active white queen, 
then 20 'i'dS+! keeps up the pressure. 
17 ... 0-0-0 18 iLh6 

Activating the bishop and preventing 
l8 ... lIhld)f8. 
l8 ... lIdg81 

By creating the threat of 19 ... g5 and 
20 .. ':g6. Black prevents the tempting ma­
noeuvre tUf3-gS. He also vacates d8 to the 
knight. from where it will cover the sensi­
tive e6 and f7 squares. 
19l1f7 /Dd8 20 lIg7 

White is slightly better thanks to his su-
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perior bishop and light square control. The 
game continued 20 .. .l:txg7 21 ii.xg7 :e8 22 
ft)f3 ii.d6 23 �h6 ft'f7 24 �d2 'it'xC4 25 
tt:'!xC4 �d7 26 1:.f1 tt:le6 27 h4!, intending h4-
h5, and Piket eventually won. 

Example 84 
V.Smyslov·A.Denker 

USSR·USA match, Moscow 1946 

The principle of "good" and "bad" bish· 
ops isn't limited to closed structures. In  the 
position above, we can observe that Black's 
light·squared bishop enjoys a great range 
and is useful in controlling the weak square 
on d5. In contrast, its colleague on g7 ts reo 

stricted by its own pawns. Thus White's 
next move in this position isn't hard to pre· 
dict. 
24 tt:'!C31 

Intending 25 ii.dS in order to exchange 
the opponent's good bishop. Please note 
that the straightforward 24 J:td3? intend· 
ing to double rooks, runs into 24 ... d5! with 
strong counterplay. On the other hand. 24 
'uC3!? with the same intention seems fully 
playable. 
24 .. :W'e7?1 

The prophylactic 24 .. .'�h7 can be met by 
2S �e4!. followed by h4·hS and 'it'd3, with 
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pressure on the g6·pawn - Yusupov/· 
Smyslov. Even so, this must be better than 
the text. where Black ts reduced to a typical 
"good knight vs. bad bishopM scenario. 
25 �d51 �h7 26 ii.xe6 the6 27 l:.d3 

In the absence of Black's light·squared 
bishop White has an easier job attacking 
the weak pawn on d6. Besides, his knight 
can no longer be exchanged. 
27 ... l:lC7 28 :'cdl ,Uf7 29 �e4 �f8 30 ,UdSI 

Preparing :tld3 and 'i'd2 with strong 
pressure on d6. Smyslov later conveTted his 
clear advantage into victory. 

Example 85 
E.Geller·E.Sveshnikov 

Moscow 1995 

Now let's see the exchange of bishops in 
a more defensive context. Just like in the 
previous example. Black is suffering slightly 
from a weak backward pawn on d6 and a 
passive dark·squared bishop. Sveshnikov 
finds an excellent solution. 
14 ... �e8! 

Preparing ... iLgs in order to get rid of 
the "bad" bishop. 14 ... tt:'!d7?!, with the same 
idea. is less appropriate since the d6·pawn 
will be hanging. but 14 .. h6!? intending 
... €lh7 and ... iLgs was interesting as well. 



1S lildS 

The restrictive 15 1IJ'hS can be met by 
15 ... 96 16 'ii'h6 fS! with counterpJay. 
lS ... �g5 16 �xgs 

On 16 �e3 Black could try 16 ... �xe3 17 
lbe3 .txdS! 18 'ilixdS 'ii'b6 intending .JuO­

e6-d4. when it is White who will suffer from 
a "bad" bishop. 
16 ... 'ii'xgs 17 b4 

By this advance White clears the third 
rank for his rooks and prepares to meet 
17 ... .liLxd5 18 'iVxd5 :'(6 (intending .JDCl­
e6) with 19 bS!. Thus in the game Black di­
rects his attention to the kings ide. 
17 ... f511 18 exfs DdS 19 l:.a3 'i'dB 20 :g3 

Preferable was 20 :to :f7 21 93! tDf6 22 
.1Lg2 with a slight edge - Belov/Baburin. 
20 .. JU7 21 b3lDf6 

Challenging the strong enemy knight. 
22 lDxf6+ �xf6 23 1/fd2 'ife1 24 :d3 .1,Lf7 25 
We) 

2S l:I.dl seemed more logical. but Geller 
may not have liked 25 ... .Q.hS!? 26 f3 'tlib6+ 
27 ..t>hl e4 with complications. 
25 ... h6 26 :d2 b5! 

By this dynamic blow Black finally gets 
rid of his backward pawn on d6. 
27 cxb5 axb5 28 il..xbS Ilb8 29 il..d3 :xb4 

With full equality. The game was soon 
drawn. 

Example 86 
A.Karpoy·J.Lautier 

8iol 1992 

Exchanges 

Here is a more complex example on the 
subject of leaving the opponent with "bad" 
pieces. Optically White appears to be much 
better thanks to his space advantage and 
the passive bishop on aB. However. a closer 
look reveals that if Black just manages to 
play ... c6-c5. then his bishop wakes up and 
his pawn structure gets in order. 
19 .ttxd8! 

By exchanging the four rooks Karpelv 
aims to leave the black bishop undefended. 
so that the ... c6-c5 advance won't work tac­
tically. It is of less imp01tance that Black 
gains temporary command of the open file. 
19 ... :xd8 20 Dd1! :xd1+ 

On 20 ... J:c8 White could switch his focus 
to the d-fi\e by 21 ttd6! c5 22 'ilid3 il..xf3 23 
'ud7! 'ilVb8 24 'i'xf3. when the control ofthe 
open file and the 7th rank ensures a long­
term advantage. 
21 il..xd1 'i'd8 22 SiLf31 

Again preventing ... c6-c5. Lauber now 
wins a pawn, but when making his 19th 
move Karpov must have already estimated 
that his positional grip more than compen-
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sates for a slight material disadvantage. 

22 ••. 'ilfd2 23 b3 'JItxa2 24 b41 
With the concrete idea of b4-b5. The 

straightforward 24 'ifd4?! promises less due 
to 24 ... 'ifa3, e.g. 25 .-d7 _a1+! 26 i..dl h6 
or 25 .-d8+ 'iltf8 26 'ilt'C7 c5. 
24. .. 'i'a1+ 25 �h2 'it'a6 

Heading for the eighth rank. The more 
active 25 ... 'iIt'a3 permits 26 C5! 'i'C3 (or 
26 ... bxC5 27 b5! _as 28 bxc6 "*C7 29 'tWd31 
with 30 'ifd7 next) 27 cxb6 axb6 28 b5, fol­
lowed by 29 bxc6, creating a dangerous 
passed pawn. 
26 'IiId4 

After 26 b5?! "c8 27 bxc6 h6, followed 
by 28 ... a5, Black obtains counterplay - Kar­
pov. 
26 ... 'ilfe8 27 e51 

This advance leaves the "badN bishop 
even more restricted, and transforms the 
c6-pawn into an eternal wea kness. 
27 ••. bxe5 28 _xe5 a6 29 'ii'e7 g6 30 h41 

A typical idea to soften up the enemy 
kingside or create tactical motifs by h5-h6. 
30 ... h5? 

A natural, but bad move that lets the 
white king enter on the dark squares. 
30 ... 'it'b8 31 wh3 h6! was necessary. in order 
to answer 32 h5 with 32...g5. 
31 �g3! 
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31 .. :iilb7 

Black searches for relief in a queen ex­
change. In any case. 31 ... 'i'b8 32 $14. with 
the plan i..e4, f2-f3 and g2-g4. would force 
him to do so sooner or later in order to save 

his king. On the other hand. after 31. .. c5 32 
bxc5 i..xf3 33 gxf3 the c-pawn is likely to 
decide the game; e.g. 33 ... a5 34 'ti'd6 fol­
lowed by c5-c6 and _d7. or 33 ..... c6 34 
'ii'd8+! 'iPg7 35 .-b6 with 36 c6 next. 
32 'Wlhb71 

An excellent decision. Despite the pawn 
minus, Karpov has nothing against ex­
changes, as long as the black bishop stays 
on the board. From now on the passive 
state of this piece leaves Black helpless 
against White's plan of creating a passed 
pawn on the h-file. 
32 ... il.xb7 33 "f4 "f8 34 "g5 11<07 35 il.041 

iI..8 
Or 35 ... fi(c8 36 Jhc6 .�d7 37 .'iixd7! 

o:.t>xd7 38 'iPf6! �e8 39 f3. followed by 40 g4 
with an easy win. 
36 f3 il.b7 

White also wins after 36 ... C5 37 ,�xa8 
cxb4 38 �c6 b3 39 .li.a4 b2 40 .\i.C2 - Karpov. 
37 g4 fi(a8 

37 ... hxg4 38 fxg4 followed by 39 h5 is 
equally hopeless. Whenever Black moves his 
king tof8. the white one enters on f6. 



38 gxhs gxhS 39 f4 iLb7 40 �f3 iLa8 41 
'Wt>xhS 

Clearing the path for the passed pawn. 
Black resigned. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 319. 

Facilitating an attack 
Now let's move on to exchanges realized on 
a more short-term basis. When attacking, 
the exchange of the opponent's defending 
pieces can have a great impact on the bat· 
tle. Here are some examples. 

Example 87 
J.Hellsten-L.Johannessen 

A,ker 1997 

In a typical structure with hanging 
pawns White is eager to start an attack, 
exploiting his strong bishops on bl and bl. 
17 1Oe4! 

Intending to swap off the main defender 
of Black's kings ide, the knight on f6. After 
that the advance d4·dS would leave the 
king on g8 rather unprotected. 
17 .. ,lOas 

Black meets the threat of 18 dS in ad· 

Exchanges 

vance. It is hard to find any good alterna­
tives: e.g. 17 ... lOxe4 18 'Wxe4 g6 19 dS! exdS 
20 cxdS lOas 21 'ilfd4 f6 22 'i'xb6 wins a 
piece, or 17 ... lOe8 18 dS! exdS 19 cxdS lOas 
20 lOegs g6 21 iLa2! (preparing dS-d6) 
21 ... lOd6 22 ItC7 with a devastating attack. 
18dS! 

Anyway. This forces the knight exchange 
under favourable conditions, whereas 18 
IOxf6+? iLxf6 would obviously have eased 
Black's task. 
18 .. ,exdS 

18 ... lOxe4 19 'ilfxe4 g6 20 'W'es was again 
hopeless for Black, while 18 ... lbd7 permits 
19 dxe6 fxe6 20 lOegs with decisive threats. 
19 1Ox'6+ gxf6 

Or 19 ... iLxf6 20 1M3!, winning the 
bishop on f6. In the game the doubled 
pawns leave Black's kingside undefendable. 
20 10M d4 21 lOts iLes 22 'W'g4+ �h8 23 

'lWh4 
With a decisive double threat at f6 and 

h7. Black resigned. 

Example 88 
A.Morozevich-A.Beiiavsky 

European Team Championship, 
Heraklion 2007 
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In the previous example you might have 
noticed that the black knight on c6 was un­
able to help the defence. Here it is much 
better placed on d7 but, even so, the same 
method of exchanging its colleague on f6 
proved effective. 
17 �e41 �xe4 

17 ... �f5? was impossible due to is 
tilif6+ lbxf6 19 .lixf6 followed by 20 :'xg7+. 
18 'ii'xe4 

Now the pressure along the g-file is wor­
rying for Black. 

18 .... 1<15 
One of several insufficient continua­

tions. Both lS .. JlaeS 19 'i'f4 .lifS 20 'i'xd6! 
and lS ... es 19 �d3! f5 20 'i'd5+ r;.\thS 21 
'ii'xd6 let White recover the pawn with a 
favourable endgame thanks to the two 
bishops. Perhaps lS ... �es was a better 
choice. although after 19 i.f6 �g6 20 'ii'f3! 
eS (both 20 ... gxf6 21 nh4! and 20 ... �fS 21 

e4 are equally unpleasant for Black) 21 =h4 
�d7 22 ifhS, preparing �xg7 as well as 
i.d3, White enjoys a strong attack. 
19 'IIg2 .il.g6 

After 19 ... g5? 20 i.xgS! hxgs 21 �xgS+ 
�g6 22 'i'h6, intending 11M. the black king 
is doomed. 
20 .lte7 d5 

Beliavsky hands over the exchange. 
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aware that 20 . .  .lUeS 21 �xd6 "dS 22 i.d3! 
would have been even more unpleasant for 
him. 
21 �xf8 tDxf8 22 h4 'iVe5 23 'iltg3! 

An idea already familiar to us: exchange 
pieces in order to realize a material advan­
tage. 
23 ... 'iii'f6 24 h5 idS 25 ''-C7 b5 26 "'c61 =d8 

27 cxd5 
A clear exchange up. Morozevkh won 

the game without major problems. 

Examp/e 89 
V.Meijers-L.Bruzon Bautista 

Linares 2001 

Here is a similar case with reversed col­
ours and flanks. In a tense Sicilian battle, 
Bruzon accelerates his attack with a knight 
exchange. 
16 ... �ba4! 

Eliminating the main defender of 
White's queenside. as well as of the e4-
pawn. 
17 lt:\xa4 

Here and on the next move 17 fxe6?! 
fxe6 just gives White an additional problem 
with a potential ... e6-es. 
17 .. J:lxa4 



ThreateninglB ... :a1+ 19 �d2 iUxe4+. 

18 'it>b1 ed5! 
The tempting IB ... 'I'a5!? permits 19 lbb3 

fl'Ixb3 20 cxb3 :al+ 21 �C2 and White is 
still alive. Now, on the other hand. both reo 

captures on f5 are bad for him: 19 exfs? 

fails to 21... lhfS+ at the end of this very 
variation, while 19 iUxf5?!  'iWas leaves him 
without the defensive resource lOd4·b3. 
Thus he has to try a third option. 

19 b3 fxe4! 20 1It'h4 l:b4 21 �e4 'ikb7 22 g6 
Desperation. but a slower defence such 

as 22 Wal failed to 22 ... d5 23 .i.e2 .l1t.d6 24 
nhfl .i.e5 with a decisive advantage - Bru· 

zan. 
22 .. Axe4! 23 'ill'xh7 I[xh7 24 gxh7 lIe3 25 

:the1 
Equally hopeless is 25 hB'i' ':::xe3 with 

ideas hke ... It:la4·C3(+). 

25 . ..tbxb3! 
After 26 cxb3 '::xb3+ 27 'Oticl .l:C3+ 28 

iUC2 :xC2+ 29 'Otixc2 'i'c6+ the queen soon 
gets to hS. so White resigned. 

Exampfe 90 
P.Dely-C.Szilagyi 

Hungarian Championship. 
Budapest 1966 

Exchanges 

Another typical target for the "aggres. 

sive" exchange is the fianchettoed bishop. 
as in this simple example from the Sicilian 
Dragon. 

17 �h61 
Swapping the key defender on g7. 17 

hxg6?! fxg6 18 .l1t.h6 was less precise due to 
18 ... :f7! and, in contrast to the game. the 

h7·pawn gets some extra protection. 
17 ... a5 

Obviously Black shouldn't even think 
about 17 ... iUxhS? 18 :'xhS gxh5 19 "iI/o·gS. 

while the radical 17 .... l1t.h8!? 18 �xfB 'iixfB 
19 g4 leaves White with a strong attack 
anyway. 

18 hxg6 fxg6 19 �xg7 �xg7 

20 'ilfh6+ 'ita7 
Or 20 ... �g8 21 lbf4! :'xd4 22 11xd4 eS 23 

iUdS! and wins - Maric. After the text White 
should look for a way of dislodging the de· 
fender on f6. If the knight was still on (3, 
then 21 lt:ldS! would have solved this task; 
in the game Dely finds a different solution. 

21 g41 .l:g8 22 g5 �5 23 IbhSl 
Simplest, clearing more space for the at· 

tack 
23 ... gxh5 24 ..-xh7+ '>W8 

After 24 .. 1I.g7 2S 'ili'xhS+ ..tfB 26 iUf4! the 
attack is also irresistible. 

25 g6 'ili'e8 26 ':g1 e5 27 'it'h6+l:g7 
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Or 27_.'1;e7 28 'i'gS+ Q;f8 29 'iWf6+ with 

mate. 
28 'iWh8+ 

Black resigned in  view of 28 ... 1:Ig8 29 
'i'f6+. 

The exchange of the fianchettoed 
bishop is equally common in positions with 
castling on the same flank. Here is one ex­
ample. 

Example 91 
1.Hellsten-M.Llorens Sepulveda 

Santiago 2005 

Faced with the unpleasant threat of 22 
e6 followed by h4-hS. Black decides to dis­
solve the tension in the centre. 
21 ... dxe5 

Now, at first glance. 22 lDxes seems 

natural. in order to activate the knight and 
maintain an indirect threat towards the 
rook on b8. However. 22 ... lDd6 blocks this 
diagonal, when Black has an inferior but 
playable position. In the game I recapture 

the other way instead, to force the ex­
change of the defender on g7. 
22 .Jtxe5! .Jtxe5 23 lDxeslDd6 24 lDe4! 

White starts sending his pieces to the 
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kingside. where his attacking prospects 
have increased after the departure of the 
fianchettoed bishop. less consistent was 24 
liJxg6? hxg6 2S ii.xg6 lDbxc4 26 lbe7 .f8 
or 24 .Jtxg6? hxg6 2S It.Jxg6 .!ifS!, while 24 

h4?! ii.fS lets Black swap the attacking 
bishop on d3. 
24 .. Ji'e7 

The desired 24 ... lt.Jxe4 failed to 2S .li.xe4 

and 26 d6 on the next move. Thus Black is 
forced to spend one move covering the cS­
pawn. 
25 It.Jg3 :l.e8? 

The last chance was 2S ... 'i'd8! intending 
.. .' .. f8-g7 - Stohl. In the game Black's king­
side gets short of defenders. 
26 ..we11 e6 

This produces new weaknesses. but af­
ter 26 .. .f6 27 'i!t'h6! followed by It.JhS. or 
26 .... !id7 27 'i'h6 'i'd8 28 lDxg6! hxg6 29 
it.xg6 fxg6 30 'i'xg6+ 'ii,.>h8 31 'i!t'h6+ 1!tg8 32 

liJhs, followed by .tlg3+, White's attack is 
also irresistible. 
27 «lg4 '11'7 

28 'tic] 

My first intention was 28 'ifh6 followed 
by lDhS. but after 28 ... ii.d7 29 lt.Jhs liJe8 30 
liJgf6+ '1Ifxf6 31 lDxf6+ liJxf6 Black may keep 

on fighting for a while. 
28 ... 1ii'h4 



Parrying the threat of 29 liJh6+. but now 
White breaks through on the e-file. 

29 dxe6fxe6 30 :1xe6 nd8 31 ties eJbc8? 
This loses on the spot. but after 

31 ... �xc4 32 �.xC4 �xc4 33 1he8+1? .tr.xe8 

34 ..-d5+ 'itg7 35 ..-xc4 White also has an 
easy win. 
32 <iJh5! gxh5 33 �h6+ 

Black resigned in view of 33 .. .'�f8 34 
'W'h8 mate. 

Examp/e 92 
V .Kupreichik-M. Taimanoy 

USSR Championship, Moscow 
1976 

Here is a final example regarding the 
exchange of a defending piece. In order to 
make progress on the kingside. White 
needs to eliminate the defender ofthe dark 
squares. the bishop on e7. 
16 �.h4! �.xh4 

Avoiding the exchange by 16 ... f6? leads 
to a disaster after 17 h6. while 16 ... 'W'C7? 17 
it..xe7 '\!fxe7 permits the tactical shot 18 

�xh7+. This is also why 17 .. .  C4 is impossible 
on the next move. 
11 11xh4 �.b1 18 l1g4 

In just a few moves White has managed 

Exchanges 

to activate his rook and now intends 19 
'\!fg5 or 19 'W'h6. stepping upthe attack. 

18 ... g6 
Indispensable. but now the absence of 

the dark-squared bishop is strongly felt. 
191!tg5 :td11! 

A natural move that prepares 20 ... 'W'd8 
as a response to 20 h6; however. White 

soon finds new horizons for his attack. It 
seems that Black should have preferred the 
cold-blooded 19 ... c4 20 h6 f5! instead; e.g. 
21 exf6 cxd3 22 f7+! 'itxf7 23 ':'f4+ 'itg8! 24 

'i'e7 l:.d7 25 :xf8+ l:txf8 26 'i'xd7 :!:tf7 27 
'i'xd3 'W'xf2 with unclear play. Of course 
such variations are difficult to work out 
during the game. 

20 nh1! 
Now that the mating motif with h5-h6 

and '¥'f6-g7 has been temporarily neutral­
ized. Kupreichik directs his attention to the 

h-file. 
20 ... 'i'd8 

It was already too late for 20 ... c4 in view 
of 21 iLle4!; e.g. 21...cxd3 22 �f6+ �h8 23 
iLlxd7 tjC7 24 C3 'ilfxd7 25 "'f6+ followed by 

26 h6. or 21 ... j.xe4 22 �xe4 .tr.ad8 23 'W'f6 
'i'd4 24 .id3! "x94 25 h6 winning - 5uetin. 
21 'i'h61hd3 

The only way to avoid a decisive sacrifice 
on g6. 
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22 cxd3 'i'xd3 23 :f41 

Creating the threat of 24 hxg6 fxg6 25 
:xfB+. 
2)..:lIId7 24 'lIIgs 

Preparing 2S tl:!e4. White is clearly better 
and soon won the game. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 321. 

Facilitating the defence 
In the previous section we saw how certain 
exchanges had the effect of facilitating an 
attack. Now let's tum our attention to the 
opposite case: the exchange of the oppo­

nent's attacking pieces in order to ease our 
defensive task. One typical idea in this 
sense is the exchange of queens which, if 
successful, tends to ruin most attacks. 

Example 93 
J .Granda Zuniga�F.Santacruz 

Pan-American Team 
Championship 1987 

It is not difficult to guess Black's plan in 
this position: a kings ide attack. Granda 
finds a simple, effective solution. 
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19 'i'e21 

Without queens the black attack would 
bse an its venom Moreover, White's long­
term advantages, such as his bishop pair 
and superior structure, would become more 

notable. less convincing is 19 dxe6?! Ilh6 20 
h4 .txg2 21 �xg2 tC.e4 22 'l!te2 'i'xe2 23 
�xe2 �xe6 with an inferior version of the 

game. White no longer possesses the bishop 
pair, and Black has an active knight on e4. 

19 .. ,'itxe2 
A clear concession, but the alternatives 

were even worse: 19_."h6? fails to 20 dxe6 

.i.xg2 21 �xg2 and the fs-pawn is doomed, 
while 19 ... �g4?! 20 h3 ,Uh6 21 e4! 'ueB 22 
.tCl g5 23 dxe6, followed by 24 tl:!xfS, 
leaves the black position in ruins. 

20 �xe2 e5 
Parrying the threat of 21 liJd4 with an 

attack on the fs-pawn. 
21 �C3 �8d7 22 f41 

Softening up the long diagonal for the 
bishop, as well as the f-file. 
22 .. ,tUg4 

Black defends against the threat of 23 
fxe5 and prepares the regrouping of the 
badly placed rook on g6. 
23 1lfel1 

Not 23 'udel?! tOC5 with threats at b3 
and d3. Now 23 ... li)C5?! runs into 24 h3 tl:!h6 



25 fxe5 dxe5 26 lbb5! with pressure on c7 

and e5. 
23'Nl:tf6 24 h3 lOh6 2S lObS l:[c8 26 lOa1 

26 b4 at once was also interesting. to 
keep the rook tied tothe defence of c7. 
26 ... �e8 21 b4 

Stepping up the pressure on the queen­
side. White enjoys a slight but enduring 
advantage, whereas Black never even got 
close to his desired attack. 

Another common target for the "defen­
sive" exchange is the king's bishop, which 
tends to play an important role in many 
kingside attacks. Let's see two examples. 

Example 94 
V.Simagin-T. V.Petrosian 

USSR Champion.hip, Mo.cow 
19S1 

As often is the case in such structures, 
the side with the isolated pawn a ims at a 
kingside attack. Petrosian finds a great de­
fensive measure. 
23 .. :it'a8! 

Preparing ... .itb7-e4 to swap the attack­
ing bishop on b1. 
24 'Wlte2 .ite41 2S ttel 

Exchanges 

If White sidesteps by 25 �a2, then after 
25 ... lOd6 the black bishop becomes excel­

lent along the bl-h7 diagonal, both for de­
fensive and aggressive purposes. 
2S ... .itxbl 26 :txbl 'itdS 

In the absence of his light-squared 

bishop. White's attacking prospects have 
worsened considerably, something that he 
now fails to accept. 
21 g4? 

Better was 27 .itf4 followed by :tbC1, 
battling for the c-file. In the game White 

faces more problems on the light squares. 
21 .. ,lt:)xes 28 lL'lxes It:)d11 

A move with various virtues: it secures 

the knight from the g4-g5 advance, attacks 
the h4-pawn, and prepares another "defen­
sive" exchange on e5. 
29 'itO? 

This leads to a lost endgame. Equally 
bad was 29 tDxd7? 'ilt'xd7. dropping one of 

the pawns on d4 and h4, while 29 tDf3 :c4. 
followed by ... :ec8. leaves Black with a 
pleasant, though not winning advantage. 
29."lt:)xes 30 'ilt'xdS exdS 31 dxeS �xh4 32 
'u'e2 '61 33 e6 

After 33 �f4 :C4 or 33 f4 fxe5 34 fxe5 
':'c4 White loses another pawn. 
33 ... .:c6 34 .ite3 l:[exe6 

Black la ter won. 
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Example 95 
E.Mortensen-JAdamski 

Copenhagen 1998 

Here is a more complex example on the 
same topic. Structurally speaking, Black has 
a sound position. However, his king is un· 
der a cloud for the moment, with all the 

enemy pieces directed against him. 

18 ..... b61 
An excellent defensive measure. Adam· 

ski prepares 19 .... lta6 to exchange the pow­

erful bishop on d3. thus reducing the po­
tential ofthe white attack. 

The more indifferent 18 ... �cs?! runs 
into 19 �f6+! lbxf6 (or 19 ... gxf6 20 �xh7+! 

¢'xh7 21 'it'hS+ followed by 22 l:tf3) 20 exf6 
�xf6 21 �xh7+! ¢'xh7 22 l:txf6! with a 
strong attack; e.g. 22 ... gxf6 23 'iit'hS+ �g8 24 
'iWg4+! ¢'h8 2S lIe3 with mate, or 22 ... <'De4 
23 11f4 �xd2 24 'i'hs+! o;.g8 2S oUh4 fS 26 
�xe6 with the mortal threat of 27 'W'h7+. 
19c3 

The only way of continuing the attack, 
since the tempting 19 'iife4 permits 
19 .....

. 
xd4+! 20 'W'xd4 �cS with a welcome 

queen exchange. 
19 ... bxc) 20 bXc3 �a61 

1 1 4  

Now that 2 1  c4? doesn't work White is 
forced to accept the bishop exchange. 
21 ¢'hl 

After 21 �xa6 'iha6 22 c4 .liLcS! Black 

obtains counterplay, while 21 11f3!? instead, 
preparing n 11h3, can be met by 21 ... �xd3 
22 'jI'xd3 ltXS: e.g. 23 'i'C2 fS! 24 exf6 �xf6 
2S IIh3 g6 26 il.h6 11f7 27 1W.2 il.h8 28 il.d2 

�g7 with rather unclear play. 
21 ... �xd3 22 W'xd3 lOc5 23 'iig) 

The immediate 23 �h6+? fails to 

23 ... gxh6 24 "g3+ 0;.h8 2S .i.xh6 11g8 etc. 
But now 24 �h6+ has turned into a threat. 

23 ... f51 

Adamski accepts a weak pawn on e6 in 
order to neutralize the enemy attack. 
24 exf6 �xf6 

Not 24 ... �xf6? 2S It'!fS! exfs 26 €lh6+ 

¢'h8 27 nxe7 etc. 
2S li)xf6+ 

The seemingly clever 2S �xe6?! lDxe6 26 
c4 fails to 26 ... 'ilfa6! with the diabolic idea 
27 cxdS i..h4! and Black wins; but 25 i.c1 
was probably a better option, with an im­

proved version of the game. 
2S ... �xf6 26 il.h6 1ifb7 

Black defends g7 and seizes the long di­

agonal at the same time. Moreover, White 
already has to be careful with a knight 
jump to e4. 



27 $Lel 
Not a very appealing move, but on 27 

lOxe6? Black had prepared 27 ... lOxe6 28 

l:l:xe6lOe4! winning the bishop. 

27,..llJfe4 28 'W'e3 �d5 
Thanks to his central control. Black is 

considerably better. 

Example 96 
B.Spassky· T. V .Petrosian 

World Championship (game 1), 
Moscow 1969 

The queen's bishop can also be the ob­
ject of the "defensive" exchange, as in the 
present example. 

16 •• .il.f61 
A strong move neutralizing the enemy 

bishop. Others, such as 16 ... axb3?, allow 

White to carry out his main threat: 17 fxg6 
hxg6 18 .i.xg6! fxg6 19 'iWe6+ 'it'h7 20 nf7+! 
with mate to come. 
17 �xf6 

Now after 17 fxg6?! $Lxb2 18 gxf7+ lhf7 
White's attack proves unconvincing; e.g. 19 

llxf7 ¢'xf7 20 'W'hS+ o;tf8 21 nf1+ lOf6 22 

'i'xh7 'ii'e7 23 'i'h8+ �7 and Black defends. 
17 .. .loxf6 18 'it'f2 axb) 19 axb3 l:l:a2 

Exchanges 

With the opponent being short of direct 
threats. Petrosian launches a counterat­
tack. 

20 fxg61 
The opening of the Mile will merely help 

Black in creating counterplay. Preferable 
was 20 .i.bl lbS 21 -

.
h4 with a slight edge 

- Geller. 

20 ... fxg6 21 h3 'ilt'e7 22 'ilt'd4?1 
A strange mistake that lets Black im­

prove his bishop. Better was 22 cxdS IOxdS 
23 'W'xf8+ 'ii'xf8 24 11xf8+ �xf8 2S llk4 with 
an equal endgame. 

22 ... e5 23 'ilt'f4 .i.b7! 24 l:l:del "g7 25 'i'e) 
d4! 26 'ilt'e6+ .. f7 27 'ilt'e2 l:te8 

Black has an active game and went on to 

win. 

In the following example Black man­

aged to neutralize the enemy attack by a 
timely exchange of an attacking knight. 

Example 97 
K. De Francesco-A.Gipslis 

Passau 1997 

White has just played lOd2-e4, with a fo­
cus on Black's kingside as well as the d6· 
square. 
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16 ... .i..xe41 
Eliminating the strong enemy knight. In 

contrast. the indifferent 16 . .  .'�)cS? allows 
the nice combination 17 tOf6+! gxf6 18 
'W'g4+! �h8 19 exf6 .i..xf6 20 'W'h4! winning. 

17 .i..xe4 
Or 17 .xe4 g6 with similar play. 

17 ... 86 
Restricting White's light·squared bishop 

and ruling outa sacrifice on h7. 
18 f4 

After the departure of his knight it is far 
more difficult for White to launch an at· 
tack, and he has to accept a more positional 

battle. If 18 :ladl, then 18 ... 'iWo 19 i.d3 
IUd8 with a balanced game. 

18 ... tOes 19 .i..e2 'iWd7 20 l:ad1 'W'e6 21 :lf3 
It:la4! 

Now White's compromised queenside 
structure makes itselffelt. 
22 .i..a1 l:fd8J 

Avoiding 22...'w'xc4 23 'W'xC4 l:xc4 24 
i.b3 lle4 25 �C2 with a perpetual 
23 l:xd8+ l:lxd8 24 lld3 

By swapping rooks White aims to reduce 
the pressure on the c4-pawn. 

24 ... l:lxd3 25 'W'xd3 tOes 26 'W'e2 lt:lb71 
Heading for as in order to resume the 

attack on c4. Despite White's bishop pair. 

Black has a more pleasant endgame. 

1 1 6  

For the related exercises, see page 323. 

Reducing enemy activity 
Another objective of piece exchanges is the 
reduction of the opponent's overall activity. 

During the course of a game, the activity of 
each piece goes up and down. logically, it 
makes sense to swap off an enemy piece 

that is enjoying high activity. and this is the 
subject of the following examples. 

Exampie 98 
J.Helisten-P.Lafuente 

Pinamar 2004 



White has obtained some queenside ini­
tiative in this isolani structure, but it is not 

obvious how he can make progress. A closer 
look reveals that Black's position is sus­
tained by his queen, which blocks (and at­
tacks) the isolated pawn, while covering 

crucial squares like d7 and c6. In this con­
text, my next move is easy to understand. 
24 'ii'e41 

Challenging the black queen, whose ab­
sence would open up tactical ideas such as 

�d7-b6(f6), as well as �f4 fighting for b7. 
24 �f4?! :taB 25 �xb7 at once is less effec­
tive due to 25 ... �xd4 recovering the pawn. 
24 ... �e7? 

In time trouble my opponent overlooks 
the threat of 25 �f4. Equally bad was 

24 ...• d8? 25 �f4 :a8 26 �xb7 or 24 ... .i.g7? 
25 'ii'xd5 exd5 26 �d7! :a8 27 �b6, while 
24 ..... xe4?! 25 fxe4 yields White an excel­

lent pawn structure, with d4-d5 coming up. 
Finally, after 24 ... ..ihc5 2 5  'i'xd5 (25 dxc5!? 
is interesting as well) 25 .. .exd5 26 dxc5 .:id8 
27 .i.f4 followed by 28 �d6 White is also 
better, but this was Black's least evil. 

25 �f4 l:I.a8 26 �xb7 
Now White is just a clear pawn up. 

26 ... f5 27 'i'xd5 �xd5 28 1:x(81 
Having an extra pawn I am, of course, 

happy to exchange pieces. 

Exchanges 

28 .. ..1:x(8 29 :'C11 :'0 
Or 29 ... 1:XC1+ 30 �XC1 iLg7 31 �b2, 

hanging on to the pawn. 

30 :'xc3 �XC3 31 �e5 

White returns material in order to cre­
ate a far advanced passed pawn. 

31 ... �b1 32 �C5 .i.xC5 33 dXC5 �xa3 34 c6 

�b5 35 �2 Wf8 36 c7 �a7 37 'ibe3 
Heading for c5. With a strong passed 

pawn and superior minor piece, White is 
winning. 

Example 99 
A.Moiseenko-D.Yevseev 
Cappelle la Grande 2006 
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Black has just played _.f7-fS?, unneces­
sarily weakening the light squares. 
Moiseenko immediately punishes his op­

ponent. 
26 �C4! 

An excellent idea. In the absence of the 
bishop on dS it will be easier for White to 

attack the weakness on e6, and he also 
gains access to the c6-square. 
26 ... �xc4 27 lhc4 :tf7 

Both 27 .. .f4 28 'i'es! and 27 _.:tfc8 28 
'i'a2! leave the e6-pawn in danger -

Moiseenko. 

28 :tac1 lZ.e8 29 :C7 .f8 30 'i'eSI? 
Another good option was 30 'i'xa7 :txc7 

31 'uxc7 winning a pawn, since 31...l:a8 
fails to 32 ,Uxg7+ �h8 33 ,Uxh7+ �g8 34 

:g7+ �h8 3S 'uf7!, and wherever the black 
queen goes, 36 :h7+ decides. 
30 ... :fe7 

If 30 ... 'ii'd6, the simplest reply is to ex­

change: 31 "xd6lDxd6 32 :lc6! with a su­
perior endgame. 
31 :xe1 :txe1 32 :tc6lDgs 33 h41 

In view of the line 33 lDxe6?? lDxe6 34 

'uxe6 "c8!. it makes sense to give the king a 
little space. 
33 ... lLIf1 34 'itcS lDd8 3S :tc81 'ue8 36 1ha7 

Example 100 
A.Miles.R.Byr"e 
Reykjavik 1980 

Here is an example from a later stage of 
the game. White i s  slightly better thanks to 

his space advantage and more active 
pieces. How should Black proceed? 
29 ..... a8? 

An instructive error. At first sight it 

seems logical to swap the active white 
queen, but as we will soon see in the game, 
it is in fact the white rook that poses the 
most danger to Black. Thus 29 .. .l:d8! was a 

better choice, disputing the open file, and 
after 30 ':xd8+ "xd8 the black queen 
proves just as active as its counterpart. 

Generally in similar positions, the side 
with less space is happy to keep his queen 

on the board, since it can easily attack weak 
spots in the "open land" of the enemy 
camp, like d3, d1 and a4 in this case. More­
over, a queen exchange makes it easier for 

the opponent to exploit his space advan­
tage with the king, as in the continuation of 
this game. 
30 "xa8 :xa8 31 lDaSI �f8 

With an extra pawn and more active Black has no time for 31...l:td8? due to 32 
pieces, White soon won the game. 'ub1! with 33 lDc6 next - Shereshevsky. 
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32 lUf4 l:le8 33 ¢f21 

The king is heading for e4 to protect the 
es-pawn, thus liberating the other pieces. 

n. .. g5 
Being short of better options Black opts 

for active defence. 33 .. .'�f7?! followed by 
... Q;e7 would just expose the king to a check 

on c6. 
34 <ilh5 

Curiously, both knights are excellently 

located at the edge of the board. 
34,.,�e7 35 We3 �f7 36 11fl+ ¢.:'g6 37 g4! 

A move with several virtues: it secures 

the knight on hS, fixes Black's g-pawn on 
the colour of his bishop, and creates mating 
motifs. 
37 ... h6 38 11bl �d8 39 We4 

Obviously such a king manoeuvre 
wouldn't have been possible in the pres­
ence of queens. 
39 ... �C7 40 :1tl �d8 41 ftt3! 

Creating some kind ofzugzwang. 

41 .. JLe7 
If 41...lth8, then 42 tLJc6! intending 

42...tLJxC4 43 l:I:d3 �as 44 .u.d7 -

5hereshevsky. 
42 IIb3 Jl.d8 43 <ilc6 Jl.C7 4411131 

The rook quickly switches files, a typical 

method when working on several fronts. 
44 ... lUd7 45 a4! 

Exchanges 

Very methodica 1. White is not in a hurry, 
and aims at advancing the pawn to as, 

where it will deprive the black pieces of the 
b6-square. 
45 •.• 1118 

This loses a pawn but it was hard to sug­
gest anything better; e.g. 4S ... aS 46 :1b3 
tLJb6 47 rJ.bS and the rook enters with deci­

sive effect. 
46 lUe7+ ¢il7 47 llxf8 tm:f8 48 €It&t! ¢'g7 
49 lUe8+ ¢f7 50 liJxC7 r;j;xe7 51 liJxa6 liJd7 
52 liJC7 

Avoiding 52 as?? �d8 and the knight is 

trapped. Miles realized his extra pawn eas­
ily. 

Example 101 
B.A vrukh-5.Grigoriants 

Russian Team Championship 2008 

A well-known strategical principle is 
that the side with more space should avoid 
exchanges. We already saw an example of 
this in Hellsten-Brkljaca (p. 35), and here is 

another case from a popular theoretical 
line in the Slav Defence. 

14 ••• <illd7 

A sensible move, in order to swap the 
active knight on e5, something that would. 
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also free some space at the back for Black's 
own pieces. 
lS l1ld31 

Having more space White declines the 

knight exchange. This has the effect of lea v­
ing Black's minor pieces rather cramped, in 
particular the knight on b6. 

lS .• .il.d6 
By vacating the e7-square Black solves 

the deployment of his queen. The more 
straightforward 1s .. .l:tc8, preparing ... c6-cs, 

could be met by 16 1IJ'b3 c5 17 dxcS �XC5 18 
�xC5 .i.xcS 19 .i.xcS :xC5 20 .1:d1 "C7 21 
�bS "c6 22 0·0 with a n edge for White. 
16 .1:cl �e7 17 "b31 

Before castling Avrukh puts some pres­

sure on b6 in order to prevent the liberating 
... c6-cs and ... e6-es advances. 
17 .. ..i.c7 

Prophylaxis against a potential d4-ds. 

18 0-0 %:lac8 19 Whl 
White is in no hurry for the moment and 

resOTts to a few useful moves while waiting 
forthe opponent's next step. 
19 .. .'�h8 20 :fel "g5?1 

The active 20 .. .f5 is well met by 21 est f4 

22 l:led1. preparing �e1 and �e4, attacking 
the as-pawn - Avrukh. Even so, Black 
should probably prefer this, since in the 
game his bishop on h7 remains out of play 
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for too long. 
21 ii.f1 IUe8? 

By undefending f7 Black allows a biow 

on the dark squares. 21 .. .fS was still prefer­
able. although after 22 �cS! �xC5 23 dXc5 
li:ld7 24 l:lcd1 White keeps the advantage. 

22 �eSI 
An unexpected return. Now it is difficult 

for Black to cover an his weak squares. 
22 ... lfJxe5 

A lesser evil was 22 ... 'W'e7 23 il)xd7 ,.ltxd7 
24 dS! 'W'd6 25 .i.g3 eS 26 dxc6 bxc6 27 
.1:ed1 'W'e7 28 il.f2 :b8 29 Vcz with a clear 

edge for White due to the weak pawns on 
as and c6 - Avrukh. 
23 dxe5 il)d7 

23 ... 'iIt'xes? 24 f4! 'W'xf4 25 i.g3 wins a 
piece. 
24 ilr'xb7 �xe5 25 ii.g31 

Now the tension along the h2-b8 diago­
nal is unpleasant for Black. 
25 .. :6'e7 26 il)b51 £l.b8 

After 26 ... cxb5 27 i.xes the double pin is 
decisive. 

27 'W'xe7 .1:xe7 28 :edll 
Occupying the open file and preparing 

�d6 in order to seize the dark squares. 
28 ... :f8 29 �d6 f6 30 .i.xe5 fxes 31 :xc6 

With a sound extra pawn White won 
without any problems. 



Example 102 
M.Neubauer�O.Korneev 

European Championship. 
Warsaw 2005 

Now let's see the "active" exchange in a 
more defensive context. White has just 
played 18 lOf3-d4 activating his knight. 
What should Black do about his bishop? 

18 ... :c81 

Korneev declares that he has nothing 
against swapping his bishop for the active 
knight, and prepares to meet 19 lDxc6 by 

19 ... ':xc6, keeping the pawn structure in­
tact. The alternatives were all inferior: 
18 ... Sil.d5?! allows 19 lDf5! exfs 20 lhdS 
with double threats at fS and bS. while 
both IS ... D·O?! 19 li:lxc6 bxc6 20 J:ld6 and 
18 ... .ild7 19 llJbS 0-0 20 lLld6 yield White a 

definite initiative. 
1911lbS 

After 19 lLlxc6 Ilxc6 Black has no prob­
lems whatsoever. He can later restrict the 
white bishop by ... 97-g6. just like in De 
Francesco-Gipslis (p. 115). 
19 .• ..i.lCb5! 20 'li'xb5+ 'bI8 

Avoiding 2o .. ltc6?! 21 nd6! a6 22 :txc6 
axbS 23 .tIc8+ ot>d7 24 nxh8 with complica· 

tions. In the game Black is left without the 

Exchanges 

option of castling; however, White doesn't 
have the right pieces on the board in order 
to exploit this. 

21 .:td4 g6 22 nadl Wg1 
By now it is unclear how White can im­

prove his position, whereas Black enjoys a 

long-term target on 0. 
23 h4l:tC1! 24 'ite2 h5 

Ruling out any attacking attempt with 
h4-hS. 

25 g3lthc8 26 -.d2 b5 
Also interesting was 26 ... b6 preparing 

... ll)b7-as with increased pressure on 0. 
Now White is able to get rid of that pawn. 
21 c4 blCC4 28 l:txc4liJd1! 

Asking White to solve some minor tacti· 
cal problems. 
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29 l:txc7 l:txc7 30 �b31 
This just loses a pawn. 30 'llfa5 was pref­

erable, intending 3O .. �XC2 31 *xa7 with 
simplifications. Instead, Black could try 
30_.�b6 31 �b3 l:tC5 32 .. b4 "0 with a 
sHght edge thanks to his more active 
knight. 

30 .. ,�xe5 
Black later convelted his extra pawn 

into victory. 

Example 103 
J.HeUsten·J.Veloz 

Ambato 2009 

Black has just played ... �e6-fs, offering 
the exchange of bishops. My first intention 
was 22 il.xf5 li'lxfS 23 "ha7. winning a 

pawn; however, after 23 ... 'llfb4! Black gets 
some counterplay on the dark squares. 

Then I saw a much stronger idea. based on 
the exchange of a minor piece. 
22 l:txe8 

The immediate 22 iLb5?! permits 
22 ... l:txe1! 23 l:txe1 �b6 with much more 
resistance than in the game. 
22 .. �xe8 

Obviously 22 ... �xe8? tails to 23 il.xfS, 
while 22 ... 'ihe8 can be met in the same way 
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as in the game. 

23 �b51 
A key move. Among Black's minor pieces 

it is the knight on d7 that holds most im­
portance for the moment. since it controls 

the weak f6-square and blocks the passed 
d-pawn. Thus White wants to exchange it. 
23 ... a6 

Practically forced, in view of the addi­
tional threat 24 g4. 
24 iLxd7 il.xd7 25 �C51 

White prepares a future knight jump to 
e4 and supports the advance ofthe d-pawn. 

25 ... �c8 26 d61 l:td8 

Black couldn't play 26 ... 'ihd6 due to 27 
Q)se4 followed by 28 lL:if6+. 
27 �3e4b6 

After the alternative 27 .. .f5 28 'WWh4! (or 

28 'i'd4), preparing 8f6+. Black is also in 
deep trouble. 
28 �f6+ �h8 29 lOce4 

White has reached his goal. The strong 
knight on f6 not only supports a future d6-
d7, it also enhances a future kingside at­
tack. 
29 ... lDf5 30 'i'xb6 

30 l:td1! was even stronger. when 
30 ... lDxd6 31 'il'h4 hS 32 'bxhS! gxhs 33 

'ili'f6+ followed by 34 l:tdS leads to a decisive 
attack. 



30 .. Jl:lxd6 31 lIdl.!bb7 
Black has managed to eliminated the 

passed d-pawn, but his king remains under 
a cloud. 
32 ltxd8 .!bxd8 

Or 32 ... .-xd8 33 'WWe3! with the double 
threat of 34 'i!ih6 and 34 'ifC3. 
33 'iIId41ile6 34 1/1'<3 1ilg7 35 1ilg5 il.e6 

Black has to give up a pawn to stop 36 
.!bxf7+. 
36 1ilgxh71/1d6 37 lilg5 

Here I missed 37 .!be8! �6+ 38 'it>hl 
with an immediate win, but the text 
doesn't ruin anything. 

37. .• 'illb6+ 3SIt>h1 1/1d61 
This loses at once, though Black's posi­

tion was hopeless anyway. 
39 'it'eB+I .ltxe8 40 lbxf7 mate 

Example 104 
LP.akhi.-M.D,a.ko 

Sochi 1988 

In this typical position from the English 
White would like to increase the pressure on 
the queensKle; however, a normal continua­
han such as 14 lOc.e4 is well met by 14 ... as! 
15 tt:lcS i.dS with roughly equal play. Psakhis 

finds a much stronger solution. 

Exchanges 

14 �xd41 

Giving up the bishop pair to eliminate 
the active knight on d4, after which the 
white pieces will get access to squares like 
b3 and bS. 
14 .. �xd4 

Following 14 ... exd4 15 lObS c6 16 1LIf3! 
Black is unable to defend the d4-pawn. 
15 Iilb3 lidS 

Repeating White's Klea with IS .... �xb3? 
ends in a disaster after 16 'i'xb3+ 'it>h8 17 
lObS lId7 18 .�h3 - Psakhis. 
16lDaSI e6 

The only reply, since both 16 ... Itb8? 17 
lObS and 16 ... tt:ldS? 17 ll'IxdS .�xdS 18 
.�xdS+ lhdS 19 'tWb3 lead to material 
losses. 
17 b51 

Psa khis hurries to soften up the light 
squares before Black manages to consoli­

date. The loss of the a3-pawn is less rele­
vant. 
17., . .txa3 18 rIe2 

lS .. .il.h3 
Drasko returns the pawn in order to 

eliminate the strong fianchettoed bishop. 
Both 18 ... cxbS? 19 lOxbS and 18. ... �b4? 19 
bxc6 i.xas 20 cxb7 again lead to material 
losses, as does 18 ... lOdS 19 bxc6 bxc6 20 

lLIxdS i.xdS 21 lUxc6! - Psakhis. Perhaps 
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the prophylactic 18 .. .iLf8!? was Black's best 
choice; e.g. 19 bxc6 bxc6 20 iZ:lxc6 ::'e8 2 1  
lL'las l:b8 and the discovered attacks can be 
met by 22 ..... a6. 
19 �xh] 'ii'xh3 20 lL'lxb7 ':'dc8 21 lL'lbll 

By means of a double attack on a3 and 
c6, White wins a pawn. 
21, . ..iLb4 22 .D:xc6 ':'xc6 23 bxc6 "e6 24 'i'C2 
':'c8 25 ':Cl 

Hanging on to the extra pawn with a 

clear advantage. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 325. 

that, if successful, will leave him with a 
good knight against the opponent's bad 
bishop. 

14 It:lfe51 It:lxe5 
If 14 ... ttJd.f6, declining the exchange, 

then 15 f3 lOd6 16 'W'd2 'ii'g7 17 :ael, 

slowly preparing e2·e4 with a pleasant ad­
vantage. 
15 lt:lxes �d7?1 

Black does nothing to stop the oppo­
nent's plan. Better was IS ... �d6! followed 
by ...liJf7 in order to challenge the powerful 
knight on e5, although after 16 1i'd2 �f7 17 
lbd3! White keeps some advantage. with f2-

f3 and e2-e4 as a future idea. In contrast, 17 
Series of exchanges lOxf7?! :xf7 would leave him with a rather 
An interesting strategical idea is a series of passive bishop on g2. 
exchanges that produces a favourable piece 
configuration on the board, for example 
good knight vs. bad bishop. In fact we al· 

ready came across this topic in 5asikiran· 
Iljushin and Hellsten-Olesen. Here are a few 
more examples. 

Example 105 
J.Hodgson·J.Sherwin 

Frome 2001 

In a typical position from the Stonewall 
Dutch White initiates a series of exchanges 
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16 �xe41 dxe4 

On 16 ... fxe4 White could react in the 
same wayas in the game. 
17 f31 

Clearing the centre in order to exploit 
Black's weaknesses in a more effective way. 

just like Sasikiran did in the aforemen­
tioned ga me. 

17 ... exf] 18 ext] 
By now the merits of the plan initiated 

on move 14 are evident: the knight is a gi­
ant on e5, whereas Black has ended up with 
a typical "bad" bishop. 



18 ... I1ad819 cS �c8?1 
19 ... �e8 seems more natural, giving the 

bishop some slight hope of seeing daylight. 
20"d2 

Well aware of his long-term advantage, 
Hodgson is not in a hurry and slowly rein­
forces his position. 

20 .. AdS 21 .:tadl l:lfd8 22 "C3 
22 'i'xas?! l:xd4 with complications 

makes no sense for White. either here or 

later. 
22 ..... f6 23 lUel hS 24 ..t>hl g4 

This leads to new weaknesses, but it was 
difficult to find any active plan for Black. 
25 "e3 ..t>h7 26 'ii'f4! 

Creating the threat of 27 fxg4 hxg4 28 
tt)xg4. 
26 ... ng8 27 fxg4 hxg4 28 tbc4! 

Now that the rook left d8 White man­
ages to regroup the knight without losing 

the d4·pawn. 
28 .•. ngd81 

A tactical mistake in a difficult position. 

29 lbb61 "e7 
It transpires that 29 .. .l:.xd4 fails to 30 

1:lxd4 lbd4 31 -"C7+. Thus White wins the 
exchange. 

30 lbxds l:lxd5 31 .:te5 
Hodgson soon realized his material ad­

vantage. 

Exchanges 

Example 106 
E.Poliviou-J.Hellsten 

Patras 2002 

In a typical Sicilian battle White has just 

played the impulsive g2-g4. which gives me 
the opportunity to carry out a favourable 
series of exchanges. 

Is ... es! 
Deliberately loosening the ds-square in 

order to get a grip on the dark squares. 
16 1ildS 'II d8l 

By maintaining the tension Black en­

ables the later exchange of his "bad" bishop 
on e7. 16 ... it.xdS?! 17 cxdS 'ifd8 is less con­
vincing due to 18 it.e3 exf419 .�xf4 lLles 20 

gS1, restricting that piece. 
17 #Xes? 

This lets me fulfil my plan. 17 it,e3 was 
correct. when 17 ... exf4 18 .�xf4 lLles, pre­
paring ... h7-h6 and. ... .i.e7-gS, yields Black a 
pleasant game but nothing more. 

17 ... .i.gSI 18 .i.e3 
After 18 lbe3?! dxeS 19 in tt:'lcs White 

has a problem with the e4-pawn. 
18 ... .i.xe3+ 19 'lltxe3 .i.xdSI 

Swapping off the last piece capable of 

challenging the black knight. 

20 cxdS �xes 
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Black has reached his goal. The knight is 
excellently placed on eS. and it can't be ex­
changed. In contrast. White's bishop is re­
stricted by his own pawns. Moreover, the 
g2-g4 advance has left weak squares on f4 
and h4. In conclusion. White is facing a dif­

ficult defensive task. 

21 Ae3 b5 
Now my plan is to swap both pairs of 

rooks in order to avoid counterplay and ob· 

tain the strong duo of queen and knight in 
the endgame. But first. considering the col­
our of the enemy bishop. it makes sense to 
put the pawns on dark squares. 

22 iLe2 b4 23 :te2 Ae8 24 Afe1 J:[xe2 25 
':xe2 as 26 h3 h6 27 b3? 

Another strategical mistake: White de­
liberately places his pawns on the same 

colour squares as his bishop. He also weak­
ens the c3-square. from where the knight 
will be able to attack his a-pawn. 27 a3 was 
much better. avoiding these problems and 
enabling pawn exchanges. which tend to 
help the defender. 

27 ,,:i'b8 28 iLa6 Ite8 29 Wg2 tl)d71 
The threat of 29 ... tl)cS forces the bishop 

to retreat, after which the second pair of 
rooks can be exchanged. 

30 iLd3 Ite8 31 'tIt'e1 nxe2+ 32 'ti'xe2 tt'Je5 33 
iLe2 g5! 

1 ]6 

Gaining more dark square control and 
fixing the enemy pawns on light squares. 

34 'ii'e1 �g6 35 iLf1 
If White abandons the c-file by 35  'ii'e3, 

then 3S .. .'ii'C7 36 �C4 a4! intending ... a4·a3 
to fix a future target on a2. 

35 ••• 'lIl'b6 
The position is unpleasant for White, 

who has to parry numerous enemy threats. 

36 "i'l'd2 'ilh4+ 31 11;g3 
Or 37 <t>h1 tl)f3 38 1!kg2 'i'e3 winning the 

e4-pawn. 
37 ".'I'g1+ 38 iLg2 'ifa1 39 iLf37 

White's first tactical error in this game 
proves decisive. However, after 39 �h2 
<Z;Ig7! 40 'i!ff2 ..we5+ his position was also 
hopeless. A possible plan for Black is to 

place the knight on f4. the queen on C3 and 
finally activate the king via f6 and eS. Any 
minor piece endgame is lost for White due 
to the bad bishop; e.g. 41 "g3? <t>f6 and the 
black king enters with decisive effect. 

39.,,'if e5+ 
In view of 40 <ti2 'ifh2+, White resigned. 

Example 107 
L.Shamkovich.Joe.Benjamin 

Las Vegas 1995 



In thts closed position Benjamin initi­

ates a favourable series of exchanges, with 
a focus on the passive enemy bishop on g2 
as well as the weak f4-square. 

17, . .il..a6! 18 Ae1 

18 .. .il..xe2! 

It might seem strange to swap the 
"good" bishop but it is probably the other 
bishop that is worth more in this particular 
structure, thanks to the excellent cl-h6 di­

agonal. Moreover, Black avoids the plan of 
19 -'bg3 and 20 �f1 with White trying to get 
rid of his worst piece. 

19 -.wxe2 �f8 
Heading for the protected square at f4-

20 tt::le3 �g6 21 �C4?! 
As we will soon see, the merits of this 

knight manoeuvre are merely temporary. 
21 �f5 was preferable, when 21 ... �d7 22 

:tal :'xa1+ 23 �Xa1 leaves Black with 
somewhat less freedom than in the game. 
due to the pressure on d6. 

21 .. .IiJd7! 
A move with two functions: the bishop 

reaches its ideal square on g5. while the 
knight is directed to b6 in order to swap its 
colleague on C4. The tempting 21 ... tt::lf4 can 
wait until a more optimal moment. In fact. 

delaying obvious moves (such as 21.)of4 in 
this case) is a useful idea in  practical play. 

Exchanges 

not only for reasons of tactics or strategy. 
but even psychology - here it ts unpleasant 
for White to have to consider ... �g6-f4 on 
virtually every move. 

22 �f1 
If 22 �C1, then 22 ... h6!, insisting on the 

idea of ... �e7-gs. 
22 .. .lob6 23 liJxb6 1ixb6 

White's proud knight is gone and now 

he has to take action against the threat of 
24 ... Aa2. 
24 Aa1 l:txa1 2S �xa1.llgs 26 i.Lb2 'itas 

The threat of 27 .. .'*a2 forces White to 

swap queens. 
27 'i'a6 'i'xa6 28 �xa6 

28 .. .il..d2! 
Before seizing f 4 with the knight. Black 

activates his bishop. The inefficiency of 

White's bishop pair is striking. 
29 "'g2 I1lf4+ 

Another idea is 29 ... hS!? in order to 
separate the white g- and h-pawns, or fix a 

weakness on h3 by an opportune ... hS-h4. 
There can follow 30 <;Pf3 lDf4 31 �f1 (or 31 
h4 hxg4+ 32 �xg4 g6 and the h-pawn has 
turned into a weakness) 31 ... �h7 intending 

32 ... �g6 and 33 ... h4, when White is forced 
into a very passive position. 
30 �g3 g6 

Thanks to his active pieces Black is con-
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siderably better in this endgame. in fact 

only he can win. The game continued 31 h4 
¢i8 32 ¢i3 �e7 33 �C4 ¢i6 34 gS+ �g7 35 
�g4 f6! 36 .l/.bS �7 37 .1/.(4 �g7 38 .l/.bS 
tUg2 39 gxf6+ �xf6 40 hS tLIf4 41 hxg6 hS+! 

42 �h4 �xg6 and the passed h-pawn later 
proved decisive. 

For the related exercises to this section. 
see page 327. 

Dynamic exchanges 
So far we have seen a lot of exchanges sup­
porting different objectives, without bother­
ing too much on which particular square 
they took place. In contrast. this final section 

ts devoted to exchanges that alter the pawn 
stJucture. Such "dynamic" exchanges can 
have the effect of clearing files and diago­
nals (see. for example, 17 �xe4 in Kramnik­

Van Wely, p. 40; or 23 �xcS in Petursson­
lyrberg. p. 73) and creating weaknesses in 
the enemy camp. In the next few examples 

we will have a look at the latter case. 

,,8 

Example 108 
E.Bareev·M.Kobalia 

Kazan 2005 

Black is a little better thanks to his more 
harmoniously placed pieces. How can he 
convert this advantage into something 
more tangible? Kobalia finds a strong idea. 

24 ... ll:lh5! 
Deflecting the rook from f4. in order to 

weaken White's pawn structure by a later 
. .. �xf3. 
25 �e3 

After 25 l:fS?! g6 the rook is in trouble. 
so Bareev prepares its escape to d4 instead. 
25 ..... c7 26 lld4 i.xf3! 27 gxf3 :xd4 28 
il.xd4 �f4 

The exchange on f3 left White with a 

number of weak pawns, while Black ob­
tained a powerful protected square for his 
knight. 
29 il.f1 'ilic6 

Tempting. but the flexible 29 ... eJe6!? 
seems even stronger; for example. 30 i.e3 
'i'C2! 31 as 'i'b3 winning the b4-pawn. or 
30 i.es �xb4! 31 "ii'xb4 "xes 32 'W'xb7 as 

with a slight advantage - Kobalia. The trade 

of dark-squared bishops is indeed benefi­
cial for Black. since it makes his knight un­
touchable on f4-
30 b5! 

Pawn exchanges tend to make life easier 
for the defender. 
30 ... axb5 31 axb5 'I'g6+ 

After the exchange 31 ..... xf3?! 32 "ii'e3 

'W'xe3 33 il.xe3 �d6 (or 33 . ..lue6?! 34 �g2) 
34 i.xf4! i.xf4 35 b6 the opposite-coloured 
bishop ending is an easy draw. In the game 
Black wins the pawn under better circum­

stances. 

32 'Ot'h1 'iih51 33 'i'e4 li:lxh3 34 'it'g2 �g5 3S 

'i'f5 g6 36 "g41 'i'xg4+ 37 fxg4 li:le6 
Despite the minus pawn, White keeps 

reasonable drawing chances in this end­
game thanks to the bishop pair. Neverthe­
less. Black won in the end. 



Example 109 
P.H.Nieisen-A.Naiditsch 

Dortmund 2005 

White has just advanced the queen from 
C2 to e4. unpinning the knight on (3 and 
preparing to meet the reply 14 ... 0-0? with 

the trick 15 lDxe6! it.xe6 16 "xb4. while 
14. .. .i.e7?! 15 tld1 0-0 16 .i.f4 leaves Black 
wrth a rather cramped position. Fortunately 
for Black, there is an excellent third option. 

14 ..• .i.xc]1 15 bxc) 0-0 
By giving up the bishop pair Black man· 

aged to quickly secure his king and. in  a 
more long-term perspective. left the oppo-

Exchanges 

nent with weaknesses on 0. (4 ard a4. 
16 tldll1 

This looks like an oversight. but Black is 
also better after 16 iLa3 l:[e8 17 .i.b4 iLlac4 
- Naiditsch. 
16 ... .i.c61 

By exploiting the pin along the d·file, 
Black swaps off the opponent's "good" 
bishop, something that will further en­
hance his light square control 
17 .g4 iLxg2 18 ..txg2 f51 

Preparing a centralizing queen check to 

counteract White's kings ide threats. The 
immediate 18 ...• d5+? failed to 19 e4. 
19 11fhs 1IfdS+ 20 1If13 

If 20 f3, then 20 ... lbac4 restricting the 
enemy bishop is a good reply. On the other 

hand, the careless 20 ... e5? runs into the re­
sponse 21 lbxfS! .xdl 22 �e7+ with a per­
petual check, and the same thing applies to 

19�.e5? on the previous move. 
2o .. ,llfe8 21 'JIt'xdS lbxdS 

The queen exchange finished off most of 
White's activity, and now his queenside 
weaknesses have become more tangible. 

22 lbbS 
After 22 iLb2 �C4 23 %labl lled8! 24 

.i.a1 b6 the bishop makes a sad impression. 
22 ... lOc4 23 ltd4 

Or 23 �xa7? ':c5! trapping the knight. 
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23_a6 24li)a3 ll:'lxa3 25 .itxa3 1bc3 26.itd6 
:,2 

With a sound extra pawn, Black went on 

to win the game. 

Sometimes the structural damage 
caused by the "dynamic" exchanges can be 

counter-weighed by other factors, as we 
will see next: 

Example 110 
G.Shahade-V.Akopian 
New York Open 1998 

In this double-edged position White has 

just played 1t'd2-d4, offering the exchange 
of queens. Now 18 .. .'l'xd4?! 19 cxd4 would 
evidently help him improve his pawn struc­
ture, while 18 ... 1t'e7?! permits 19 est dxeS 
20 "xes with an initiative. Akopian prefers 

a more active option. 
l.8 ... C51 

Black accepts a shattered pawn struc­
ture on the kingside in order to keep up the 

pressure on the other flank. 

19 ... gxf6 20 :fd1ll:'lb21 
A clever way of picking up the c4-pawn. 

less good is 20 .. �xC4?! 21 ':xd6 or 
20 .. ':fd8?! 21 lOas! b6 21 &6 intending 
22 .. ltd7? 23 est - Ribli. 

21 lbd6 ll:'lxC4 22 :d3 b6 
Black has managed to stabilize the posi­

tion with a slight edge thanks to his queen­
side grip. On the other flank his weaknesses 
are not easily exploited by White, who has a 

problem with his passive knight on b3. 
23 e5 

Trying to create some activity. 23 :cdl? 
failed to 23 ... lQb2, while 23 fs lOes! and 23 

tDd2 :'fd8! both also favoured Black. 
23 ... :'ad81 

Seizing the open file. The pawn that is 

now lost on f6 can be collected later. 
24 A.d8 

After 24 %lcd!? :xd3 25 :'xd3 fxes 
White is just a pawn down. 
24 ... :'xd8 25 exf6li)e3 26 .itf3 

Parrying the threat of 26 ... %ld1+ 27 %lxd1 
li)xd1, when the white queenside soon col­
lapses. 
26 •.• lilg41 

19 'tixf6 27 �xg41 
After 19 1t'xd6 %lad8 20 est? 1:lxd6! 21 As we will see soon, the bishop's depar-

exf6 .it.xc4 Black emerges with a similar 
advantage as in the game. 
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ture will leave White seriously weakened on 
the light squares. 27 :d1! was correct, 



swapping the active enemy rook; e.g. 
27 ... llxdl+ 28 iLxdl �xf6 29 �f3 with just 

a slight disadvantage due to the isolated 
queenside pawns. At this point, the tempt­
ing 29 ... �d5? fails to 30 fS!. 
27 .. �xg4 28 1lc2 ':d31 

Tying the white rook to the C3-pawn. 
The immediate 28 .. .'�h7?! was less precise 

due to 29 Ad2!, neutralizing Black's strong 
rook. 

29 c411 
Fixing the pawn on a light square can't 

be right. but after 29 �d2? iLdl or 29 �2 
�h7 30 �cl':dl White also remains in dif­

ficulties. 

29 ... �h7 30 .!Dc1 '::d1+ 31 ¢:12 �g6 

Black is finally ready to restore the rna· 
terial balance. In this kind of minor piece 
ending, with pawns on both flanks and 
rooks on the board, the bishop clearly out· 

shines the knight. 
32 �e2 iLf5! 

Akopian directs his attention to the C4-
pawn. less technical is 32 .. .'�xf6?! 33 �C3 
with some slight counterplay. 

n llb2 
If the rook leaves the second rank, then 

33 ... lld2 decides. 

33 ... iLd3 34l!X3 .:ti+ 35 �g2 iLxc4 

Black wins a pawn and, more impor-

Exchanges 

tantly, generates powerful connected 
passed pawns. 
36 �d5 Itc1 37 �e7+ �xf6 38 lbc8 lla1! 

Forcing favourable simplifications. 
39 iLIxa7 lba2 40 Ilxa2 �xa2 41 �2 �e6 
42 f5+..te5J 

Avoiding 42 ... W;>xf5? 43 �c8 b5 44 lDd6+ 
�es 45 lLIxbS with some remote drawing 
chances. After the text White is unable to 
stop the passed pawns, so he resigned. 

Just as a "dynamic" exchange can dam­
age a sound pawn structure, it can also re­
pair a defective one. In the following exam­
ple Black used this idea on several occa­

sions. 

Example 111 
LVan Wely.V.5alov 
Wijk aan Zee 1997 

An English Opening with an early iLxc6 

produced this clash between different ad­
vantages. White possesses a compact pawn 
structure, but the absence of the fianchet­
toed bishop has left him vulnerable on the 

light squares and, indirectly, to a kingside 
attack. Black, on the other hand, enjoys the 
bishop pair in return for his numerous 
queens ide weaknesses. An interesting bat-
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t Ie is to be expected. 
13 .. .lod5! 

5alov exploits the dynamic potential of 
his doubled pawns in order to centralize 

the knight. This is similar to 5hahade's 
'ilf'd2-d4 in the previous example. Also in­
teresting is 13 . ..tbe6!? intending .. :ito and 
... f5-f4 {Yudasinl. when White could con­

sider 14 ti'a4 in order to counter 14 ... 'W'C7 
with the annoying 15 'W'as!. 
141te1 

Obviously 14 tt:lxdS? cxdS does Black a 
big favour by repairing his pawn structure. 

14 .. .t[b8 
The possession of a semi-open file is an­

other asset produced by doubled pawns. 
15 'l'd2 

Before attacking the c5-pawn White 
mobilizes all his pieces. The straightforward 
15 tt:'!a4?! is less appropriate due to 

1S ... tt:'!xe3 16 tt:'!xe3 fS!. followed by .. .f5·f4. 
with a strong attack. 
15 .... �.e6! 

A clever prophylactic move that pre­
pares to meet 16 lba4 by 16 . ..tub6!. offering 
a new "dynamic" exchange. Then 17 tt:'!xC5? 
would fail to 17 ... �.xc4. winning a piece. 
This tactical line explains White's next 

move in the game. 
16 b3! t;)xe3 
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Swapping the bishop before White goes 
tOc3-a4. 

17 'ii'xe3 

17 .. :lId41 
In the same spirit as the 13th move. 

Generally in such a structure White is 
happy to swap queens, but not ond4 where 
the recapture ... c5xd4 would straighten out 
Black's pawns. Thus Van Wely ignores the 
active enemy queen and continues his 

queenside attack. 
1BltJa4 .!idS 19 .u:ed1 

If 19 tOd2. hitting cS. then 19 ... l:b5 pre­
paring .. .f5-f4; for example, 20 tOe4 f51 21 

tOexcs 'it'xe3 22 fxe3 .�.gS! 23 �2 f4 with 
strong counterplay. 

19 ... 1tfdB 20 lte3 
Preparing lldcl with increased pressure 

on the cs-pawn. With the white knight still 

on C4 Black can't play ... f6-f5. so how can he 
create some activity? 

20 ... hSl 
A key move. With most enemy pieces 

concentrated to the queenside. 5alov opens 
a new front on the other flank. 

21 Ude1 
After 21 h4?! ""'g4! 22 �h2 �e6 the 

white king is in danger. 
21 ... M 22 tOd2 �bS 23 1l:lf31 

Accurate defence. After 23 tLlxC5?! �xC5 



24 lIxC5 AXC5 25 lhcS lta1+ 26 lDfl "xa2. 
preparing ... lIb8, White's king would feel 

uncomfortable. 
2)._ the) 24 be) 

Now Black is forced to create some activ­

ity before White goes e3-e4. 
24 ... hxg3 25 hxg3 e41 26 dxe4 

If 26 �2 exd3 27 exd3. then 27 ... fS! 28 

lbxcS �f6. preparing .. .'�f7 and .. ':h8 with 
counterplay - Ribli. 
26 ... �xe4 27 lbxC5 �xf3 28 exf3 Ad21 

Black is a pawn down. but his active 
pieces provide ample compensation. 

Exchanges 

29 a4 IIb8 30 lDd) 
30 IIlC2 just invites to mass exchanges 

and a draw, while 30 Ab1!? safeguarding 
the b3-pawn. is well met by 30 .. .l:[bd8 31 
lOe4 lIe2, when both 32 lIxc6 fS! followed 

by 33 ... .t:tdd2 and 32 g4 �b4! 33 .t:tc4 as lead 
to black counterplay. 

30".�a31 
Heading for b2 in order to soften up 

White's defence. 
31':bl :d8 32 lDf2 c5 33 ..tfl? 

This lets Black stretch his initiative to a 
maximum. White should have simplified by 
33 iLle4! .t:te2 34 lbxC5 �xcS 3S IIxcS Add2 

36 e4 and the game ends with a perpetual 
- Ribli. 
B .. jla2 34�d) �b41 )5 �xb4cxb4 36 ':c4 
lIdd2 

Despite the pawn minus. Black is not in­
terested in a draw but aims at eliminating 

White's kings ide. The game continued 37 
.t:txb4 .t:tf2+ 38 ¢'g1 .t:txf3 39 g4 '::'xe3 40 .t:tfl 
as! and White soon lost another pawn. and 

eventually the game. 

Forthe related exercises. see page 328. 
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Chapter Four 

Pawn Play 

The play with pawns fulfils a whole range of a space advantage once it is achieved. 

functions in chess. In the previous chapters 
we came across some of them, such as the 
opening of files (Garcia Palermo-Bibiloni), 
clearance of diagonals (Soko1oll-Nedevj, and 

creation of protected squares (Vyzmanavin­
Braga). Moreover, in examples like Guliev­
Timman we observed that a single pawn 
move can cause serious weaknesses in one's 

own camp. In this chapter we will examine 
further facets of pawn play. 

Gaining space 
A fundamental function of pawn play is to 
gain space. We have already seen some ex­
amples of this in the previous chapters: e.g. 
5eirawan-50sonko (the g4-g5 advance) and 
Stahlberg-Taimanov (the ... b5-b4 advance). 
By moving our pawns forward we are able 

to control more squares, and the space va­
cated by them often proves useful to the 
other pieces. In the following games we will 

see White gaining space on the three main 
areas of the board: the kings ide, the queen­
side and the centre. These examples will 

Example 112 
A.Karpov·S.Gligoric 
San Antonio 1972 

In a typical Spanish battle Black has just 

played ... (7-(5, challenging the white cen­
tre. Karpov now initiates some alterations 
to the pawn structure that will help him to 
gain space. 

also tell us something about how to exploit 25 bXc5 dXc5 26 d51 tDa4 

1 3 4  



Improving the knight and preparing 
27 ... c4. followed by 28 ... i.c5, with a favour­

able bishop exchange. However. after see­
ing the game, one gets the feeling that 
Black should rather have taken some meas­

ures on the other flank. One try in this 
sense would be 26 ... g6 preparing ... �g7. 
although after 27 c4! b4 28 1Ob3. with ideas 
like lOa5 and a2-a3, White keeps the initia­
tive. 

27 c41 
Preventing Black's plan and strengthen­

ing the centre. 

27 ... b4 28 :f11 
Now that the tension has dissolved in 

the centre, White can start concrete action 

on the kings ide. The protected square on 0 

is less relevant. 
28 ... 'iIt'C7 

Unfortunately. there is no longer time 
for 28 ... g6?! 29 f4 exf4 30 �xf4 �g7 due to 

31 es! with a huge edge. 
29f.lild7 

Again strategy and tactics don't match 
for Black: the desirable 29 ... exf4?! 30 .!iI.xf4 
�d6 fails to 31 �xd6 'iWxd6 32 IOfS with a 

strong initiative; e.g. 32 ..... e5? 33 1Of3 or 

32 ... 'iWd8 33 'iWal! 100 34 :XO bxo 3 5  
*xO. threatening 36 1Oxh6+ as well as 36 

oS. 

Pawn Play 

30 ..-c2 1OC3 31 f51 
A key move. Karpov avoids the plan of 

... esxf4 followed by ... lOes. and gains con· 

siderable space on the kings ide. 
31 ... lOf6 32 fLle2 

Swapping the opponent's most active 
piece and clearing the way for the g-pawn. 

32 .. .lbxe2+ 33 .:ixe2 �d6 

34 g41 
Of course. With the centre completely 

closed. nothing speaks against a massive 

pawn advance on the kings ide. 
3 •••• 1Pf81 

A clever defence. The king escapes from 

potential dangers on the kings ide, just like 
in Zherebukh-Salem (p. 83). 
3S h4 �e7 36 gs hxgs 37 hxgs lbd7 38 
�g'l 

A typical theme when gaining space: the 

squares vacated by the advancing pawn are 
of immediate interest to its fellow pieces. In 
fact we already saw this happen in 
Hellsten-Berrocal with 32 'iWd5 (po 91). From 

now on Black will have to be on his guard 
against an opportune f5·f6, and this ex· 
plains his next move. 

38...�g8 39 Wl2 
Preparing llhl in order to dispute the 

open file. 
39 .. �h8 
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Now that the white king obstructs the 

rook along the f-file, Black doesn't have to 
fear 40 f6+. 

40 llh1 11eg8 41 -.d1 
White takes his time, aware that the op­

ponent has no counterplay at all. Another 
strong option was 41 a3! as 42 'l!ta4lDb6 43 
'ilt'b5, opening a second front on the queen­
side - Karpov. 

41 ... �d8 42 'ilt'g1 liJb6 43 11h2 'i'e1 
Preparing to meet 44 'l!th1 by 44 .. JltfB, 

resisting on the h-file. However, this move 
also reduces Black's queenside control, 
something that Karpov immediately ex­
ploits. 

44 lilb3! �C7 45 �3! 
Clearing the second rank for the major 

pieces and producing an attack on the c5-
pawn. 

45 ... !ild7 

46 all 
A typical method in positions with a 

space advantage - open a second front. 
Now Black is too cramped to be able to de­
fend both flanks at the same time. 

46 ... bxa3 47 11a2 :th4 4S :txa3 :tghS 4911b1 
JIbS 

49 .. .llh1 50 'i'xh1 llxh1 51 lbh1 is 

equally hopeless. 
so 'ilt'e11 

136 

The queen joins the attack with tempo. 

50 .. ':xg4 
Desperation. but so .. .llhhB permitted 51 

....a5+ �cB 52 f61 gxf6 53 lbxC5 and Black's 
defence finally cracks. 
51 �xg4 .i.eS 52 'W'as+ 1-0 

In view of the line 52 ... 11b6 53 lOxC5! 
�xC5 54 11xb6 iLxb6 55 �xb6+ lDxb6 56 c5. 

In the previous example Karpov firmly 
advanced his kings ide pawns, exploiting 
the fact that the blocked centre had left the 

opponent without counterplay. However, in 
many other pawn structures such a pawn 
advance would have jeopardized the king's 
safety. In comparison, a pawn advance on 
the queenside is a much less risky affair, 

and it appears with great frequency in 
practice. Here is one example. 

14 b41 

Example 113 
G.KasparoY.S.MartinoYic 

Baku 1980 

Gaining some space and taking the c5-

square from the black knight. 
14 ... a6 

The active 14 ... a5!? would have compli· 
cated White's plan: e.g. 15 a3 :ta7 16 i.d3 



:tea8 17 'i'b2 with just a slight edge - Kas­
parov. 
15 &4 Ita(8?1 

Aware that the immediate lS ... CS? runs 
into 16 :tadl cx b4 17 lihl.6, Black prepa res 

it. However, ls .. Ji'e6! was a better way of 
doing that; for example, 16 a4 as! with 
counterplay, or 16 lL'lfd2 cS 17 lL'le3 cxb4 18 
cxb4 ltacS 19 'Ilt'bl bS 20 a4 and again 
White has just a slight advantage - Kas­

parov. 
16 a4! 

From now on White is ready to meet 
... c7-cS by b4-bS. thus securing the knight 
on C4 as well as the weak pawn on b6. 

16 ... 'fke6 11 lL'lfd2 lL'lh5 
Deprived of any prospects on the queen­

side. Martinovic directs his attention to the 
other flank. 
18 13 1<16 19 1<121 

Keeping the "good" bishop. 
19 ... �g5 20 lL'le3 

Vacating the c4-square. but not for the 
bishop! 

20 ... lDdf6 

21(4! 
Quite a difficult move to see. and very 

strong. The presence of this pawn at c4 cre­

ates the possibility of !tJe3-dS and also en­
ables a further queenside expansion. In 

Pawn Play 

contrast, after 21 iLC4?! �e7 it is not clear 
what White has achieved. 

21 ... (6?! 
Preventing 22 �dS at the cost of se­

verely weakening the dark squares on the 
queenside, something that Kasparov im­
mediately exploits. Instead, something like 
21 ... .:tcd8 22 lOdS :td7 was preferable, when 

23 as preserves White's advantage. 
22 lilb3! lild1 23 (51 

Softening up Black's queenside and cre· 

ating a protected square on d6. 
23 ... b5 

Equally bad is 23 ... bxcS 24 bxcS! with 
the knight entering on as. 

24 Ited1 �e7 25 lbc4! 
By using some minor tactics White 

seizes the d6-square. Also strong was 2 5  

lLIfS! i n  the same spirit - Kasparov. 
25 ... .tt(1 

After 2S ... bxC4? 26 .ii.xc4 the piece is reo 

covered with interest. 
26 lild6ltb8 21 axb5 (xbS 

Now White is left with a strong passed 
pawn, but 27 ... axbs 28 :ta7 followed by 29 

{bas was fata1. 
28 lL'lxb1 Itbxb1 29 'ita2! 

By attacking the a6-pawn Kasparov 
forces a queen exchange, which will help 
him realizing the c-pawn. 
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29 ... tbbS 30 lOas 'W'xa2 31 :r.xa2 tta1 32 c6 
lIa8 

Curiously, the rook has been forced all 

the way back home, and so has the knight. 
The game concluded 33 '::'C2! �xb4 34 '::'d8. 
'.Yg7 35 �b6 �xa5 36 �xa5 l:[xc6 37 '::'xb8 
l;xbB 3B nxc6 b4 39 �C7 and Black re­
signed. 

Exampie l14 
Uohannessen·H.Nakamura 

Bermuda 2002 

In a typical position from the Grii.nfeld, 

White is a pawn down but enjoys a strong 
centre and a powerful bishop pair. From 
now on, he will do anything possible to 
make his central pawns advance. 

16 d5! 
Gaining space and preventing 16 ... tbc6. 

less convincing is 16 es?! lDc6 17 'tWa4 '::'ad8 
and Black has no problems whatsoever. 

16 ... .'Da6 
Here, or on the next move. a blockade 

with 16 ... �e5 made little sense due to 11 

Supporting e4-eS and vacating d1 for 
the rooks. 

11 ... ibc5 

1Se5! 
A pawn centre on the fifth rank tends to 

be a devastating force in most positions, 

and this is no exception. 
18 ... :r.ae8 

Preparing ... f7-f6 to create at least some 
counterpJay. 

19 :r.fd1 f6 20 .i.e]! 
There was no reason to help Black by 20 

exf6?! exf6. 

�g4!. preparing f2-f4 - Krasenkow, who 20 ... :r.c8 
instead suggests 16 ... a5, running with the Or 2o ... b6 21 .itxcS bxcS 22 'tWC4! fxe5 23 

a-pawn asfar as possible. d6+ -ahB 24 .:tb7, followed by 25 dxe7. with 

11 'tWe2 a decisive advantage. 
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21 d6! 
Another key move which clears the hl­

aB and a2-gB diagonals for tactical pur­
poses, while getting White one step closer 
to a passed pa wn. 
21 ... b6 

Neither 21 ... exd6 22 'i'a2+! .. hB 23 
·i'xa7, with the double threat of 24 .1.xc5 
and 24 exd6, nor 21...fxes 22 .�xC5 ':xcS 23 
·i'a2+! ..t>hB 24 'i'xa7 ':c4 25 ':xb7 offered 
Black any chance of resistance - Krasenkow. 
22 .$LxcSI 

White finally says goodbye to his bishop 
pair, in order to secure the fwther advance 
of his central pawns. 
22 ... UxcS 23 e6 

In less than ten moves White's pawn 
centre has made remarkable progress, and 

he is now ready to convert it into a decisive 
passed pawn. 
23 .. :i'c8 

After 23 ... 'iIt'dB 24 dxe7 'i!fxe7 25 ':d7 

'i'eB 26 l:t.xa7 l:t.e5 27 "ii'c4, with ideas like 
'i/l'C7 and i.dS, the situation is desperate for 
Black. 

24 dxe7 
Not 24 d7?! 'i'C7 with some remote hope 

of salvation. 
24 ... l:t.eS 25 J:(d8! 

The final touch. One of the passed 

Pawn Play 

pawns sacrifices itself in order to secure the 

advance of its colleague. 
2S ... lbdS 26 exd8'i'+ "xd8 27 e7 'ike8 28 

tte6+ ¢>h8 29 l:d11 ':c8 30 'ilt'xc8! "i!fxc8 31 
':dS+ 

Black resigned. 

A common situation for a pawn expan­
sion is when the opponent's king is being 
attacked. Let's see one example. 

Example 115 
M.Adams-O.Renet 

Cannes (team rapid) 1992 

In the opening Black was forced to de­
fine the destiny of his king much earlier 
than desired, and White can proceed with a 
full-scale attack. 

12 fS! 

The kingside pawns start rolling. 12 g4 
was somewhat less precise due to 12 ... es!, 
hitting the g4-pawn. Here both 13 gs exd4 
14 gxf6 dxC3 15 fxg7 cxb2+ 16 o:.t>b1 and 13  

lDfS!? gxfs 14 gxfs yield White promising 
play, but in the ga me he will ha ve even bet­

ter prospects. 
12 .. .luc6 13 g4! ne8 

Reinforcing the e6-pawn and vacating 
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the f8-square for the bishop. 13 ... lLles?! 14 
'iltg2 lLic4 is too optimistic in view of 15 �xC4 

'ifxc4 16 gs iDhS 17 f6 �h8 18 -t:lde2, fol­
lowed by iDg3, when Black's kings ide is soon 
unlocked with decisive effect. But 13 ... exfs!? 
14 exfs iDxd4 15 lDxd4 �d7 followed by 
16 ... �c6 might have been a lesser evil, with a 
difficult though not yet lost game. 

14 g5 1ild7 
Or 14 ... lLlhS 15 f6 id8 16 'l'g2, followed 

by �xhS, and White breaks through. 
15 f6 �f8 16 h41 

Of course. White intends simply to open 
the h-file and give mate. 
16 ... <t:Jdes 17 'ifh3 bS 18 hS 

Even swifter was 18 lDxc6!, deflecting 
one of the black defenders before carrying 
on with the attack. Now both 18 ... 'i'xc6 19 

hS and 18 ... lLlxc6 19 hS b4 201Mf1!, prepar­
ing 21 hxg6 hxg6 22 f7+, lead to an imme­
diate win. 
18 ... b4 19 axb4 tDxb4 20 It.dfil 

Installing the threat of 21 hxg6 hxg6 22 
f7+. Black has just one reply. 
20 ... h6 21 �f3! 

In order to swap the defender on eS. 
21 ... 1:.d8 

This counterattack won't turn out well, 
but after 21. .. lLlbc6 22 hxg6 fxg6 23 gxh6 
White's win is just a question of time. 
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22 lDxes dxeS 23 hxg6fxg6 24 f7+ 'it'h1 

Or 24 ... 'itoh8 25 1:.f6! ..was 26 'itobl lLlXC2 
27 :xg6 lLla3+ 28 �C1 and wins - Adams. 

25 �h51 
Forcing the black king to leave his cave. 

2S ... "ihS 
After 2S ... gxhs 26 g6+ �h8 27 ..wxhS 

'tWas 28 o:;t;bl lLlxC2 29 �xh6 Black is mated. 
26 �xg6+ ¢'h8 21 ¢'bllbxC2 28 '-f31 

28 <toXC2 was also possible, but the text 
forces rna teo 

28 ... l2Ja3+ 29 ¢'Cl 
In view of 29 ... �C4 30 .f6+ �g7 31 

.uxh6 mate, Black resigned. 

An important idea when possessing a 
space advantage is the opening of a second 

front. This is similar to the famous end­
game principle of "two weaknesses", just 
that there are more pieces on the board. 

Typically the new front is opened by a 
pawn, like Karpov's 46 a3! against Gligoric 
(p. 134). Here is one more example. 

Example 116 
V.Kuporosoy·A.Panchenko 

Budapest 1991 

White is much better, thanks to his 



space advantage, control of the only open 
fHe and the strong bishop on d6. However, a 

mechanical doubling of rooks by .:I.d3 and 
'ued1 might not yield much after ... .:I.a7-d7 
followed by ... .:r:ed8. Kuporosov finds a 
stronger option. 

25 h4! 
Opening up a second front on the king­

slde, where Black can't defend himself eas­
ily due tothe lack of space. 

25 ... 11a7 
The desirable 25 ... h5?! runs into 26 g4! 

hxg4 27 'ii'xg4 followed by 28 h5, when it is 
hard to believe that the attack can be 

stopped. 
26 h51!d1 21 %ld3 'liaS 28 111141 

Keeping the queens for a future attack 
and enabling the next, strong move. 

28 ...... d8 29 h61 
At first sight it seems illogical to close 

the h-file, thus ruling out a direct attack. 
However, Kuporosov has estimated that 
from now on Black will have a problem with 

his bishop, whereas the h6-pawn will be 
useful in any tactical context. 

29 ... fl.h8 
The desirable 29 ... �f8 fails to 30 l1ed1 

.ixd6 31 :'xd6 Ilxd6 32 'uxd6, when Black 
can't keep both b6 and f6 under control. 
30 'ill'e4 "a8 31 "e3 

Pawn Play 

Slowly resuming work on the second 

front. 

31 ... lIId8?1 
Here or later, Black should have tried to 

free himself by .. .f7-f6. On this occasion, 

after 31 ... f6 32 exf6! �xf6 33 �e5 White 
obtains a comfortable edge, but Black has 
more hopes of survival than in the game. 
32 g3 "a8 B 'ued1 'ill'c6 34 f4 '1Ita8 35 .:r:1d2 

"c6 36 'ud1 "a8 37 o;t>t2 .:r:a7 38 g4! :d7 39 
¢'g3 l:1a7 40¢'h3 'iic8 41 'ilte4 'ii'b7?! 

As we will see next, the queen exchange 
no longer favours Black. But White should 

also be winning after 41 ... :d7 42 �g2, pre­
paring 43 f5. 

42 '1Itxb7! l:Ixb7 

43151 
Threatening f5-f6 followed by �e7, 

when the entrance of the white rooks is 
inevitable. 

43 ... 16 
After 43 ... exf5 44 gxf5, both 44 ... gxf5? 45 

:g3+ and 44 ... �xe5? 45 �xe5 ':xe5 46 

.J:I:d8+ lose for Black, while 44 .. .f6 45 e6 is 
equally grim for him. 
44g51 

A nice blow. No matter how Black cap­
tures, a white pawn reaches f6 on the next 

move. 
44 .. .fxe5 45 f6 e4 46 113d2 
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White finally managed to unlock the po­
sition and. the rest is just agony for Black 

due to his sad bishop. 
46 ... e3 47 Ile2 Ild7 48 Ilxe3 eS 49 nd5 ned8 
50 i.C71 Ilxd5 51 cxd5 Ilxd5 52 Itxe5 

In this hopeless position, Black resigned. 

For the related exercises, see page 329. 

Creating weaknesses 
Another important idea within pawn play 
is to create weaknesses. Here I am referring 

to pawn advances that soften up squares or 
pawns in the enemy camp. let's start by 
examining a few examples where the focus 

lies on potentially weak squares. 

Example 117  
V.lvanchuk·P.Leko 

Istanbul Olympiad 2000 

White is better, thanks to control of the 

open file and the pressure on the black 
pawns on the sixth. However, an immedi­
ate assault with 30 'WWf4? backfires after 
3O ... es! 31 dxe5 fxes. Ivanchuk finds a more 
controlled way to proceed. 

30 h4! 
Opening a new front on the kings ide. 

142 

30 ••. ILlIS 
Leko overprotects his wea knesses at g6 

and e6, and prepares 31 .. J::[CS in order to 
swap the active white rook. 
31 1if14 

By attacking the knight on d6 White pre­

vents ... :'eS-cS. In contrast, after 31 h5?! 
ncS! 32 lhcS 'i'xcS 33 'i'f4 tDf7! Black de­
fends comfortably. 
31 .. .J:tdS 

In the event of 31...lbf7?!, both 32 'i!fxbS 

:txb8 33 :C7! and. the immediate 32 'itC7! 
get White in command of the seventh rank. 
32 g41 

With the simple idea of g4-g S in order to 
soften up the key square on eS. 
32 .. lt:le8 

Searching for some relief in a queen ex­
change. It is hard to suggest anything bet­

ter, e.g. 32 ... h6?! 33 gS. 
33 '6'xb8 Itxb8 

Now the black knights cover the key 
squares on c7, e6 and. f6. while b6 is de­

fended by the rook. If Leko had the time, he 
would free himself by ... <1;f7-e7, ... �d6, 
. ..lbd7 and finally ... .);tcS. But this whole idea 

remains an illusion after White's next 
move. 
3485! 

Generating a weak square on eS, to the 
great pleasure of the white knight. 

34 ... h6 35 'it'g2! 
There was nothing wrong with the im­

mediate 35 gxf6+ Wxf6 36 tDes, but Ivan­
chuk has observed that his opponent can't 

undertake anything anyway, thus he first 
activates his king. 
3S ... hxgs 36 hxgs ria7 37 gxf6 'it'xf6 38 �es 
I!b7 

This drops a pawn; but after 3S ... gS 39 

<t>g3, intending <t>g4, tDf3 and tbxg5. the 
win is just a queshon oftime. 
39 nc81�e7 



Even worse is 39 .. 11e7? 40 �bS, losing 
one of the knights. 

40 �xg6 tDd6 41 1:c6 
On top of his positional superiority, 

White now has an extra pawn. Ivanchuk 
won without difficulty. 

Example 118 
B.Spassky·M.Taimanov 

USSR Championship. Moscow 
1956 

In a Spanish battle Spassky has just 
played a2-a4, which is a typical move in this 
opening. However, on this occasion it lets 
Black carry out a favourable alteration of 
the pawn structure. 
11 ... dxc3! 12 bxC3 b4! 

A strong pawn advance with the aim of 
softening up the d4-square for the black 
pieces. 
13 lLlc4 

Now each side has "his" weakness, but 
as the further course of the game will show 
us, the central ones are usually worth more. 

In the event of 13 �b2 Black could consider 

13 ... l:e8!?, overprotecting eS; e.g. 14 lLlC4 
�g4! 15 h3 Lf3 16 'ilt'xf3 bxc3 17 �XC3 
�CS!, followed by �d4 with a pleasant ad-

vantage. 
13 .... �g4! 

Pawn Play 

Enabling a timely ... hf3 to eliminate a 
defender of the d4-square. Less convincing 
is 13 ... bxC3?! 14 lLlcxes with complications. 

14 �b2 �C5 15 nadl 
After 15 cxb4 �xf3 16 'i'xf3 lLlxb4 17 

nan �d4! the d4-square also remains in  

Black's command. 
15 ... bxc3 16 �xC3 lLld4 

Another good option was 16 .. �d4; for 
example, 17 �d2 lLlhS! preparing 18 ... lLlf4. 
Here 18 h3? fails to 18 ... lLlg3. 

17 iI.xd4 �xd418 h3 i.xf3 19 '11txf3 lLld7! 
Time to improve the knight, which is in 

fact the most suitable occupant of the d4-
square. 

20 Ubl '11tg5! 
Activating the queen and connecting 

the rooks. 
21 1ithl g6 22 tDe3 lOc5 23 1Dc4 

White can't really undertake much, e.g. 
23 lLldS?! c6. 
23 .. :�g7! 

Taimanov keeps slowly improving his 

position. The game continued 24 ii'e2 lLle6 
25 g3 �.CS! 26 :.xbB lhb8 27 �h2 lU6 28 
"'g2 hS 29 h4 lbd4 30'1Wdl 'i'e6 with a clear 
advantage for Black, who went on to win 

the game. 
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Example  119 
M.Na jdorf-RJ.Fischer 

Santa Monica 1966 

Here is a more complex example. In a 
typical Benoni, the ... g6-gs advance helped 
Black to gain some space and enhance his 

dark square control, but also left a weak­
ness on f5. However, the straightforward 16 
fild1, heading for e3-f5, is well met by 
16 .. .li'le5 17 lOe3 �d7 and Black has evely­

thing under control; e.g. 18 f4 gxf4 19 ':xf4 
t£.g6 20 lOfS �xf5 21 ':xf5 c4! wTth coun­
terplay. Thus White needs to widen his ho­
rizons. 

16a4! 
Softening up c4 for the white knights. 

'6 ... b4 
After 16 ... bxa4? 17 lOC4! lOe5 18 �xe5! 

dxeS 19 lOxa4 White manages to ruin the 
black pawn structure while keeping the 
strong knight on c4, with a clear advantage 
on the whole board. 

17 �d1�e5 
The brave 17 . ..tDxe4?! is well met by 18 

�d3 fS 19 tLlxe4 (not 19 f3? i.d4+) 19 .. .fxe4 
20 �xe4 tLles 21 tLle3, perhaps folk>wed by 

22 f4, with a strong initiative . 
• 8 «le3 «lg611 
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Intending 19 ... lOf4 followed by ... �d7-es 
with complete dark square control, but 

White will not let this happen. Preferable 
was 18 ... h 5  19 h4 gxh4 20 �xh4 lDg6, as in 
the game Joe.Benjamin-J.Watson, Lone Pine 
1979, when 21 �gS!? looks a little better for 
White. 
19 tt)ec4 tt)f4 20 �)(f4! 

Initiating powerful action in the centre. 
20 ... gxf4 21 e5! dxe5 22 �f3 

Thanks to threat of 23 d6, White recov­
ers the pawn at once. 

22 ... 'ii" 8 23 li'lxes i.b7 

Black's pawn structure is now in ruins, 
but his bishop pair yields some kind of 
compensation. 

24 ll)dc41 
Najdorf concludes the plan initiated by 

16 a4, without worrying about the d5-
pawn. 

24 •• .tI.ad8 
Indeed, after 24 . ..li'lxd5? 25 lOd7! or 

24 ... .Jixd5? 25 �xd5 �xd5 26 tiJd7! White 
wins materia 1. 
25 lOc6! 

The tempting 25 d6?! permits 25 ... �xf3 
26 lOxf3 :xe1 27 :xe1 tLle8!, eliminating 
the passed pawn. In the game White waits 
with its advance until a better opportunity 
arises. 



2s ... l:txe1 26 l:txe1 lIeS 27 lId11 
Another precise move, which leaves 

Black's major pieces badly placed and sup­
ports the passed pawn. 
27 .. JleS 2S M!l 

Aware that the opponent can't under­

take much, Najdorfopts for a useful move. 
2S ... �eS 

After 2S ... �xdS? 29 lO6as White wins. 

29 tD6as .t::bS 
Or 29 ... �a8 30 tDb6 lidS 31 tDxa8 1haS 

32 d6! 1M8 33 d7 tDf6 34 �c6 and the 
passed pawn decides. 
30 IWfS! 

Unexpectedly, when White finally ex­
ploits the fs-square, it rs with the queen. 

3O .•• lOd6? 
This loses at once, but after 30 ... �aS 31 

�c6 .l:.b7 32 d6 Black is also helpless. 
31tDxd6 1-o 

3L.'ilfxd6 32 tDxb7 ':'xb7 33 'ifcS+follows. 

Example 120 
J.Helisten-J.Plachetka 

Greek Team Championship 2004 

In this position with a fixed pawn cen­

tre, White is slightly better thanks to the 
more active placement of his minor pieces. 

Pawn Play 

How can he make further progress, consid­
ering the fact that the ds-pawn is well de­
fended forthe moment? 

15 h4! 
A typical advance to gain some space 

and enable future pressure on Black's king· 
side. Since the reply 1S ... hS isn't possible, 
the pawn can soon move on to hS. 
15 ... a6?1 

Any bishop or knight move to fS drops 

the ds-pawn, and so does 15 ... tDg6? after 16 
a3! �as 17 'ifxdS. With 1s ... a6 Plachetka, 
instead, prepares a bishop exchange with a 
timely ... �bS, but this doesn't have a high 

priority at this moment. The immediate 
1S ... 11xCl 16 1l:xCl :.cS was better, in order 
to simplify the game. 
16 hs lbe1 

Now if 16 ... �bS, then 17 �xbS axbS 18 
tDd3 �as 19 ':::'cS! with an initiative. Also 
after 16 ... h6!? 17 �b1, preparing tDd3, 
White is slightly better thanks to his control 

of the b1-h7 diagonal, which can't be 
blocked by ... g7-g6 anymore. 
17 :Ixe1 l:eS1S lbeS+ .i.xeS 19 i.e2! 

A small but useful move. The bishop can 
now go to b3 to put pressure on dS, while a 

subsequent l!Jd3 will help both the knight 
and the other bishop in finding new desti­
nies. 
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19 ... i.d11 
Black prepares 20 ... J1l.c6 in order to safe­

guard the d5-pawn, but the following se­
quence of white moves will leave him suf­
fering on the kingside. Preferable was 

19 ... h6 20 .ii:.b3 �.e6 with a passive but safe 
position. A future white plan might be 
!tJxe6,.ii:.c2 and 'i'e2-d3 with pressure along 
the b1-h7 diagonal. 

20 j{.b3 .ii:.c6 21iOd3 .i.as 22 lLIeSI.i.eS 
After 22 ... 'llte6 23 ll'Ixc6, both 23 ... bxc6 

24 "'e2 and 23 ...... xc6 24 h6!, intending 
24 ... g6 25 .ii:.g5, lead to a clear advantage for 
White. 

23 h61 
A key move that softens up a whole 

complex of dark squares. Now it is evident 
why Black should have preferred ... h7-h6 
earlier. 

23 ... g6 24 tOg41 
By means of the threat 25 tt:lf6+, White 

forces .. .f7-f5 in order to secure the eS­
square. Another good option was 24 -li.gs, 

increasing the pressure on the d5-pawn; 
e.g. 24 ... ll'If5 2S 'i'xd5 'i'xd5 26 .�xd5 ll'Ixd4 
27 .ii:.xb7 with a sound extra pawn in the 
endgame. 

24 ... fS 2s ll'Ies j{.c6 26 tDd31 
A temporary retreat that clears the way 

for the bishop towards e5, where it will 
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haunt the black king. 

26 ... Wf8 27 .ii:.f4 'W'f6 28 "'e3 
The immediate 28 -li.e5 

28 ... "i¥g5, so White first covers 
square. 

28 ... .ii:.dS 29 .ii:.es ... f7 30 4:lf4 

permits 

the gs-

Also possible was 30 .ii:.g7+ �g8 31 0.e5 

'llte6 32 ll'Ig4! 'irxe3 33 tOf6+ q;.(7 34 fxe3, 

winning the h7-pawn, but the text is even 
more uncomfortable for Black due to his 
unsafe king. 

30 ... 4:lcS? 
A tactical oversight. The last chance was 

30 ... .:te8!, preparing a king march to the 
other flank, when 31 .�d6 �d7 32 lQd3! 
.:tc8 33 .ii:.f4, with ideas like 'ti'e5 and ll)C5-

e6, keeps a huge advantage. 
31 .ii:.g7+ <Jw>gS 32 tOxdSI 

Black resigned in view of 32 .... �xdS 33 
ii.xd5 'lltxdS 34 'llte8 mate. 

In the next example the very same ad· 
vance produces a weak pawn in the oppo· 
nent's camp. 

Example 121 
P.Svidler-A.Motylev 

E uropean Club Cup. Ohrid 2009 



A brief look at the position reveais two 
minor problems for Black: his knight is tem­
porarily out of play on as, and the light 
squares on the kingside have been slightly 
weakened by an earlier .. .f7-f6. In the fol­

lowing play, Svidler exploits these factors to 
a maximum. 
26 h41 

Preparing h4-hS to soften up the g6-
pawn. 
26 .. .1117 

MotyJev prepares 27 ... ne7 in order to ac­
tivate his rook The more restrictive 26 ... hS 
permits 27 g41? intensifying the attack; e.g. 
27 ... nh8? 28 'i'e4 and the g6-pawn can't be 

covered properly, or 27 ... hxg4 28 nbS! �c6 
(after 28 ... b6? 29 'i'xg4 fS 30 :'xfS White 
wins a pawn) 29 'i'xg4 lDes 30 dxeS '1!r'xd3 
31 :C:xb7 '1!r'xC3 32 e6 with some initiative 

for White. 

27 h5! �e7 
Black shouldn't even think about 

27 _.gS?, clearing the b1-h7 diagonal; e.g. 28 
h6+!? .:.Pxh6 29 'i'f3 with the threat of 30 
'i'h3+, and if 29 ... .:.Pg7?, then 30 'ilffS. But 
27 .. .fS!?, blocking that same diagonal, is 
quite reasonable, when 28 '1!r'd2 preparing 
29 'i'gs keeps some initiative. 

28 'lfg4 'lfe6 29 'lfg3 '11'1711 
A logical follow-up to the prev)ous 

Pawn Play 

move, but this gives White the opportunity 
to bring his rook into the attack Preferable 
was 29 .. :1If'd6!?, insisting on the queen ex­
change, when 30f4 is well met by 30 ... We6! 
31 hxg6 'i'e3+ - Golubev. Thus 30 '1!r'h4, 

keeping up the pressure, is probably a bet­
ter choice. 

30�b51 

The beginning of quite an unusual and 
very strong manoeuvre. The rook is swung 
to the h-file where it will enhance the white 
attack. Meanwhile, the check on e1 is harm­

less. 
30 ... b6 31 hxg6 hxg6 32 �hSl Ile8?1 

After 32 ... �b7 33 :'h3! fS 34 ti'h4 White 

also has strong pressure, but the text prac­
tically loses a pawn. 
33 11h3! 

Preparing 34 '1If'h4 with mating threats 
along the h-file. 
33. •• 15 

Obvlously 33 ... :h8 failed to 34 ':xh8 

.:.Pxh8 35 �xg6. 
34 �xf5! 

A decisive blow. Now after 34 .. :lltxfS 35  

'ii'xc7+ Black loses his queen, e.g. 35 ... Wf6 36 
:f3 or 3S ... ti'f7 36 nh]+!. 
34 .. ."oc6 35 �d3 :e6 36 'i'h4 'iVg8 37 �c4! 
Ae1+ 38 �h2 'i'xC4 39 'ith8+ '1;17 40 l:[h7+ 

Black resigned. 
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Often a pawn advance is directed at a 
pawn minority in the opponent's camp, 

where it can cause both weak squares and 
pawns. Here are two examples that feature 

such "majority" attacks, the first one on the 
kingside and the second on the queenside. 

Example 122 
Pr.Nikolic-L.Van Wely 

Groningen 1993 

White is clearly better thanks to the op­

ponent's numerous weaknesses. In order to 
increase the pressure, Nikolic resorts to a 
typical pawn advance. 
29 g31 

Preparing h4-h5 to soften up the black 
kings ide pawns. 
29 ... aS 

Van Wely intends .. .a5-a4 securing his 
queenside, but the immediate 29 .. �g7, 
taking care ofthe other flank, seemed more 

relevant. 
30 h41 il.g7 

30 ... a4?! runs into 31 h5 gxh5 32 ':e5! 
with a strong attack, now that 32 ... �xe5? 

33 ':xf7 wxf7 34 "xh7+ leads to mate. 
31 ':xf7 ¢>xf7 32 lLle41 

A tempting knight manoeuvre, but the 
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simple 32 .Q.xg7!? wxg7 33 h5 looks just as 
strong. No matter how Black reacts, he ends 
up with severe weaknesses; e.g. 33 ... g5 34 

:e5! h6 35 "g6+, or 33 ... lLlf6 34 hxg6 hxg6 
35  ':eS!, heading for g5. Also after 33 ... gxh5 
34 "0 lDf6 35 .J:[e5! h6 36 "f4!, with the 

threat of 37 ':g5+, White's attack i s  deci­
sive. 
32 .. :Wd7 33 lDgS+ wg8 34 .Q.xg7 �xg7 

Or 34 ... 'i!i'xg7 35 ':xe6 with a technical 
win. 

3S ':esl 
Nikolic prepares the doubling of the ma­

jor pieces on the e-file, with the rook in 
front. Thus this piece also gets closer to 
Black's king. Anyway, the straightforward 
35 h5!? was again very strong. 

3S ... h6 36 lDe4 'W'e7 37 'i'e2 a4 3B lOcS lOC7 
39 'W'e41 

UnfOTtunately for Black, the c6·pawn 

can only be saved by removing the queen 
from the kingside defence. 
39 •.• 'iII'd6 40 hSI 

Finally! Now Black is completely help­
less. 

40 ... gxhS 
Obviously 40 ... g5 fails to 41 "'g6+. 

41 ':xhS IUB 42 -'g4+ Wh7 43 lLle4! 
In view of 43 ...... e7 44 lOg5+, Black re­

signed. 



Example 123 
V.Salov-A.Karpov 
Wijk aan Zee 1998 

In a typical Hedgehog position Black is 

somewhat behind in development. Thus 
SalOlI hurries to attack him in his most vul­
nerable area, the queenside. 
l1a41 

Preparing a4-aS to soften up the as­
square and the a6-pawn. This plan goes 
well with the deployment of the knight on 

d2, who can join the attack via b3-as. 
11 ••• lDc6 

After 11 ... tDbd7?! 12 as, preparing 
lLllb3-as, Black is already under pressure; 
e.g. 12 ... �.e7 13 lLl2b3 DdS 14 axb6 lOxb6 15 
lLlas �.a8 1 6  lOac6!. as in  the game 

U.Bonsch-V.Chuchelov, Berlin 1996, which 
continued 16 ... i.xc6 17 li:lxc6 'iltxc6 18 eS 
'i'x(4 19 exf6 .i.xf6 20 �.e3 with a strong 
initiative. 

12 lOxc6 .i.xc6 
Also after 12 ... 'i'xc6 13 as! b5 14 cxb5 

'i'xbS 15 :a3!, preparing l:tb3, Black's 
queenside becomes exposed. 
13 as! :c.b8 

One of several unsatisfactory replies. 
13 ... bS?! 14 cxbS .i.xbS? 15 es! was termi-

Pawn Play 

nal, while after 13 ... .i.e7 14 lOb3 l:b8 15 
axb6 'i'xb6 16 lOd4! White keeps the initia­

tive; e.g. 16 ... .i.a8 17 lh4+! or 16 .. ..i.d7 17 
.i.e3!. Thus 13 ... bxas! 14 lOb3 ':b8 1s lOxas 
.i.a8 was Black's safest choice, when 16 

.i.d2!? .i.e7 (not 16 .. .lhb2? 17 .�.c3 followed 
by e4·es) 17 b4 0-0, followed by .. JUc8, 

leaves him just slightly worse due to the 
weak a6-pawn. 
14 axb6 

Inferior was 14 lOb3?! bxaS 15 lOxas 

.i.a8, transposing to the previous note. 
14 ... 'ilfxb6 

1S l:.e31 
A key move that prepares 16 :b3, after 

which the weakness on a6 will be strongly 

felt. 
15 ... 'ild7 

The knight joins the queenside defence. 
After IS .... �.e7? 16 :tb3 'i'o 17 nxb8+ 'i'xb8 
18 es! White wins a piece. 

16 :c.b3 'ilfa7 17 J:[ba3 
Perhaps 17l:.xb8+lOxb8 18 b4! was even 

stronger; e.g. 18 ..... b6 19 bS! axbS 20 cxbS 
Jbb5? 21 :c.bl winning, or 18 .. .l!.e7 19 bS 
�.b7 20 lOb3 0-0 21 .i.e3 'i'a8 2 2  cS with a 
clear advantage - Salov. 

17 ... i.b7 
If 17 ... lbcS then 18 lbb3! is unpleasant, 

e.g. 18 ... lbxb3 19 ':xb3 llxb3 20 .xb3 .i.e7 
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21 1i'a2! .ii.b7 22 1i'a4+!, harassing the black 
king. 

18 b41 
The pawn joins the attack on a6, which 

forces Black's reply. 

18 ... 'iIt'b6 19 'i'a4J 
Defending b4 and complicating Black's 

castling. 
19 ... .J1I:.e1 20 .J1I:.b2 .J1I:.f6? 

The weakening 20 ... e5 was Black's last 
chance. After 21 �f1 0-0 22 �e3 White is 

strategically much better, but in the game 
he wins material. 
21 eSJ 

A strong blow that liberates the c-pawn. 
21 ... .J1I:.xes 

Or 21.. . .J1I:.xg2 22 exf6 �c6 23 fxg7! 1:g8 
24 'i'c2 and wins, while 21...dxe5 22 c5 is  
similar to the game. 

22 e5 'i'e1 
Both 22".dxC5? 23 �xe5 and 22 ... 'il'b5 23 

'ffxb5 axb5 24 .J1I:.xe5 lDxe5 25 .�xb7 lhb7 

26 l:ta8+areterminal. 
23 i:.xe5 dxe5 24 .J1I:.xb11bb1 25 e6 tLlb6 26 
1lfxa6 'il'xe6 

By a series of "only moves" Karpov has 

managed to stay alive, but White's next 
leaves him helpless. 
21 �e41 

With the double threat of 28 tiJa5 and 
28 'W'xb7 "'xb7 29 �d6+. Obviously 

27 ...... xc4 fails to 28 'llt'xb7. 
21 .. .!tb8 28 tbxb6 0-0 

In view of 28 ... 1:xb6 29 '1If'a8+ or 
28 ... 'iifxb6 29 'W'xb611xb6 30 �a8+, Black has 

to accept losing a piece. 
29 &4 "e4 30 :te3 1WdS 31 Q}xe5 Afe8 32 
lIId3 

Black resigned. 

Another typical target for the pawn ad­
vance is an enemy pawn majority. Such 
"minority" attacks can take place in many 
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different structures, and in fact we already 
came across two of them in Psakhis-Drasko 
(p. 123) and Bouaziz-Jansa (p. 101). Here are 
a few more examples. 

Exampie 124 
R.Cifuentes Parada-G.Milos 

Santiago 1989 

At first sight the position seems rather 
level, but Black has a simple idea at his dis­

posal, one that will soon yield him the up­
per hand. 
26 ... a5J 

Initiating a minority attack. 

21 �dla4 
White is faced with a typical dilemma: if 

he swaps on a4 then the c4-pawn becomes 
vulnerable, whereas if he doesn't, then 

Black's ... a4xb3 will fix a weakness on b3. 
28 'i!ld3 

Cifuentes opts for the latter, aware that 
after 28 bxa4?! -.a6 29 �e2 nxa4 he would. 

have two weaknesses to look after. 
28 ... axb3 29 axb3 

From now on Black has a slight but en­
during advantage thanks to the weak b3-

pawn. Moreover, he is first to exploit the 
open a-file. 



29 .. :i'b7+ 30 f3 
Or 30 :i.f3 '*a7 heading for a3 - Milos. 

30 ... Ua8! 31 .i.e2 11a2 32 'SIte3 'SIta8 
Preparing ... ,*a3-b2 in order to swap the 

defender on 0. 
33 �.d1 :ta1 34 �.e2 .:ta3 35 Ab2 

If 35 ii:.d1, then 3S . ..ti'lg4!, with the dou· 
ble threat of 36 ... :txc4 and 36 ... .'LIeS. 

3S ... r.tb6! 
By this the rook gains access to the a· 

file. 

36 �.dl ':a1 37 �.e2 lIxfl 38 �.xf1 'tWa1 39 
ii:.e2 lIa6 40 'SIte2 .'LId1! 

Milov prepares ... li:'les-c6-b4, exploiting 

the weak b4-square. 40 .. :i'e1?! 41 1:bl is 
less constructive. 
41 r.tb1? 

Handing overthe second rank. 41 f4was 
correct, preventing Black's plan. who could 

consider 41 ... .'LIf6 42 fiLf3 est?, preparing 
... eS-e4. 
41 .. .r.ta21 42 ltxa1 

Obviously 42 'SItdl?? failed to 42 ... :xe2+ 
43 'it;f1 'i'a2. 

42. .. :xe2 43 'itf2 .'LIes 44 :a41 
After 44 �e1 1:Ib2 or 44 r.tb1 llJd3+ 45 

� tDb4 White also faces an uphill strug­

gle. but now he unexpectedly loses his 
bishop. 
44 ... .'LId3+1 4S Wf1 liJe146 :i.d1 11h21 

Pawn Play 

With the deadly threat of 47 ... l:th1+; or if 
47 Wg1. then 47 ... .:td2 trapping the bishop. 
47 ..t;>e1li:'ld]+ 

In view of 48 'it>f1 1:tf2+! 49 Wg1 :'d2 SO 

.t:::a1 li:'lb2, White resigned. 

Example 125 
A.Beliavsky·A.Yu5UPOV 

USSR Championship, Moscow 
1983 

Here is the Carlsbad structure, usually 
produced by the Exchange Variation of the 

Queen's Gambit. and where the "classical" 
minority attack takes place. This subject 
has been extensively covered in chess lit· 
erature, so I will limit myself to the present 
example. 

H a l  
Beliavsky prepares b4-bS to soften up 

the black queenside pawns. Also possible is  

12 l:I:abl with the same intention; e.g. 
12 ... aS 13 a3. preparing b2-b4. Even the 
radical 12 iLxf6 iLxf6 13 b4 has been seen 
in practice. 
12 ... liJ6d7 

This structure implies a certain space 
disadvantage for Black, so generally he is 
happy to swap pieces. 
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13 �xe7 
For the same reason, 13 Jt.f4 is more 

popular in today's practice. 

13 ..... xe7 14 b4 lDg6 
Yusupov searches for activity on "his" 

flank. In the event of 14 ... 'ilff6, with the 
threat of lS ... ii.xh3, White could play 15  
lLlh2 intending ls ... lLlg6?! 16  f4! - Beliavsky, 
with 17 fS to follow. 
15 l:lfC1 

Before ta king concrete action White 
mobilizes his last piece. In contrast, the 
straightforward 15 bS?! permits lS ... CS! 
with counterplay. ln a future structure with 

an isolated queen's pawn. the premature 
b4·bS advance yields Black a protected 
square on cS. 

15 ... 'i'f6 16 tfd1 

White parries the threat of 16 .... Ii.xh3 
and clears the c-fileforthe rook at the same 

time. 
16 .. .il.fSII 

Although exchanges generally favour 
Black in this structure, he should have 
waited with this one, since now White 
achieves b4-bS straight away. Preferable 
was 16 ... 11ac8, intending 17 bS?! cS! - Be­

Jiavsky. White could instead try 17 .J:.a2!? 
followed by .J:.aC2 before pushing b4-bS. 
Also 16 ... a6 would be better than the text, 
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since after a later a3-a4 followed by b4-bS, 
by capturing ... a6xbS Black gets rid of a po­
tentially weak pawn on the a-file. Finally, 
the typical resource 16 .. bS?!, intending 
... lLlb6-c4, is less appropriate here due to 17 
a4! a6 18 as, preventing Black's idea and 

preparing ':a2-C2 with pressure on c6. 
17 b51 

Hurrying with the minority attack, ex­
ploiting the fact that without a bishop on 

e6. the reply 17 ... CS? would leave the dS­
pawn undefended. 
17 ... �xd3 18 'iltxd3 '-'Llb6 

Yusupov reinforces his queenside de­
fence and eyes the c4-square. 
19 bxc6 bxc6 20 lDb11 

Regrouping the knight to d2, where it 

will control c4 and at the same time assist 
in the kingside defence. 
20 .. J::ac8?1 

20 .. Jlec8 seems more prudent, using 

both rooks in the defence; e.g. 21 lla2 'ilfd6 
22 l:aC2 as! 23 lLlbd2 a4, gaining some 
space on the queenside, with just a slight 

disadvantage. 

21 J:a21 
White enables l:ac2 with increased 

pressure on the c6-pawn, and also removes 
the rook from the vulnerable a1-h8 diago­
nal. In contrast, the natural 21 lLlbd2?! 



would have run into 21 ... CS!, when Black 
frees himself by tactical means. 

21 ... li:lh4 
After 21 ... tbC4 22 tbbd2 the knight can't 

stay on c4 anyway, so Yusupov instead acti­
vates the other knight. 

22 li:lxh4 
Avoiding 22 tbes? cS! and Black again 

solves all his problems. 
22 .. Jlrxh4 23 �'bd2 1:1e6 241:1ac2 'ii'e7 

Meeting the threat of tbf3-es in ad­
vance. 24 ... :'g6?! 25 tbf3 'i'xh3?? is too op­

timistic due to 26 lixg6!. 
25 1:IC5 

If 25 li:lf3?! then 2S ... li:lC4 is a little an­
noying, so Beliavsky prefers to activate his 
rna jor pieces. 

25 ... 1:IC7 26 'it'b3 'ilid6?1 
26 ... g6 was more sensible, avoiding any 

back rank problems and thus preventing 
White's idea on the next move. 

27 1tJf3! 

Exploiting the tactic 27 ... li:lC4? 28 'i-'b8+, 
White finally manages to improve his knight. 
27. .. 'ild71 

This leads to material losses. 27 .. .f6 was 
correct, covering the es-square and avoid­

ing the back rank mates, when 28 a4! tbd7 
29 ':'SC3 followed by li:le1-d3 yields White a 
clear, but far from decisive advantage. 

Pawn Play 

28 tt)e51 tOxC5 
Both 28 ... li:lb6 29 li:lxc6, followed by 30 

tt)b4, and 28 ... ltJxes 29 "W'b8+ 'iitf8 30 'it'xC7 
ltJd3 31 ttxc6 li:lxcl 32 1hcl are equally dis­
astrous. 
29 'it'b8+ 'iff8 30 'l'xC7 f6 31 tt)xc6 lbd3 32 
ltb1 l%e8 33 'it'xa7 

In this desperate position, Black lost on 
time. 

Other openings where the minority at­
tack plays a crucial role are the English with 
1 ... eS (see Psakhis-Drasko) and the Open 

Sicilian. In the latter. Black often tries to 
push forward his queens ide pawns, in par­
ticular the b·pawn. In the short term, this 
helps him to gain some space and dislodge 
the knight from C3, thus reducing White's 

central control. In the long run, such a mi­
nority attacK can leave the white pawn mao 

jority restricted and transformed into 

wea knesses. let's see one example from the 
Accelerated Dragon. 

Example 126 
N.Short·G.Kamsky 

Candidates match (game 2). 
Linares 1994 

153 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

As usual in this kind of shucture, 
White's chances lie in the centre and on the 
kingside, whereas Black aims at counter­
play on the queenside. A special feature in 

the above position is the unusual location 
of the black queen - on hS she complicates 

a white attack but might also get exposed 
tactically. 

12 ... bS! 
Kamsky hurries with the minority at· 

tack. less effective is 12 ... as?! 13 a4! or 
12 ... a6?! 13 ':ae1 bS 14 �xc6 ..txc6 15 �.d4, 

preparing e4-eS, with a white initiative. 
13 Aael 

The last piece enters the game. Both 13  
�xbS?! and 13 �cxbS?! yield Black strong 

counterplay after 13 ... �b4! 14 'lltC4 as pre­
paring ... l:.ac8, but 13 �de2!? b4 14 ll'lg3 
.as IS ll'ldS might be more critical, when 
1S ... �xdS?! 16 exdS leaves the knight short 
of a good destiny. 

13 ... aS! 
The queens ide expansion continues. 

now with the threat of 14 ... a4. Also possible 

is 13 ... b4 14 �xc6 �.xc6 15 ll'ldS �xdS 16 
exdS il.d7. In the game Kamsky gets a bet­
ter version of this position by first clearing 

the a-file. 
14a3 

After 14 a4?! �b4 15 .d2 bxa4 White 
can't recapture on a4 due to the pressure 

on e4, while 16 il.C4 .cSI 17 ..te2 .C7 
leaves him without evident compensation 
for the pawn. 
14 ... b4 lS lQxc6 

This intermediate capture rules out the 
option of 15 axb4 �xb4!? 16 'lWd2 a4, al­

though Black could also consider the simple 
ls ... axb4. 
lS ... ..txc6 16 axb4 axb4 17 ll'ldS fl:lxdS 18 
exdS ..td7 

After the smoke has cleared, the first 
fruit of Black's minority attack can be ob-
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served: a weak pawn on b2. Moreover, his 
own pawn on b4 has a restrictive effect 
upon White's queens ide. 

19 ..tt2 
The strategically desirable 19 ..td4 is 

met by 19 ... ..tbS! 20 'lWxbS �.xd4+ 21 ¢1hl 

.h4, when Black's superior bishop yields 
him a slight but enduring advantage - Ubi­

lava. If White tries to avoid this scenario by 
20 ..tC4?!, then after 20 ... ..txc4 21 -.xc4 I:.fcB 

22 '1Wxb4 Il:ab8 23 -.a4 '1WxdS! 24 �xg7 
.;>xg7 25 :xe7 .J::.xb2 Black obtains an even 

bigger advantage. 
19 .. ':te8! 

Kamsky is not interested in trading his 
sound e7-pawn forthe weakness on b2. 
20l:bl 

Not a pleasant move to make, but after 

20 C3?! bxC3 21 bxc3 :'a3 White merely 
emerges with new weaknesses. 
20 .. :"f51 

Black directs his attention to the c2-

pawn. Now 21 'tItxfS?! �xfS followed by 
... .J:.ec8 is rather unpleasant for White, so 

Short declines the queen exchange. 
21'i!td2 il.a41 

Challenging the defender on b3. 

22 g4 'iid7 23 il.C4 
Both 23 �xa4 I:.xa4 24 Afel hS!?, open­

ing a new front, and 23 'ii'xb4 i.xb3 24 



'i/l'xb3 l':eb8. followed by .. .Ji.xb2. are equally 
favourable for BlacK. 

23 .. ':ee8 24 'ii'd3 
24 ltxb4? lost a piece to 24 ... l:.ab8. but 

24 b31? intending 24 .... �b5 25 'i'xb4 .Ji.xC4 
26 bxc4 'i'C7 27 c51 dXc5 28 'iii"c4 was per­
haps a better choice. 

24 ... :as! 
Insisting on the bishop exchange. Now 

25 ... .Ji.b5 is inevitable. 

25 .ufe1 .Ji.bS 26 b3 
After 26 �xb5 'ilt'xb5 27 'i'xb5 l:xb5 28 

lbe7 l:l.xd5 Black keeps a clear edge - Ubi­
lava. 

26 ... .Ji.xe4 27 bxe4 ':'a3 28 :lb3 'iie7! 
Of course Black doesn't repair White's 

pawn structure by 28 ... l':xb3? 29 cxb3. but 
keeps attacking his weak pawns. 
29 ':xa3 bxa3 30 'iixa3 '1Itxe4 31 '1Itf3 l:tC7 

Despite the simplifications Black keeps a 
clear edge thanks to the weak pawns on c2 
and d5. 

32 'ii'e4 
Or 32 =.e2 .Ji.d4!. exposing White's king 

and preparing ... :'C5. 

32 ... 'iixe4?! 
The prophylactic 32 ... .Ji.f8! led to the win 

of a pawn. 
33 .uxe4 fSI 

Gaining some light square control and 

Pawn Play 

fixing the f4·pawn. 
34 l:[e2 Wf7 35 <;i;>g2 :'e4 36 .Ji.e3?! 

White returns the favour. 36 'it'f3 .Ji.d4 
37 .Ji.h4! :0+ 38 'it'g2 �f6 39 .Ji.f2! kept rea­
sonable chances for a draw. and so does 

.Ji.Cl on the next two moves. In contrast, 
after the bishop exchange he is unable 
cover all his weaknesses. 
36 ... �d4! 37 gxfs gxfs 38 Wf2? �xe3+ 39 

'-'xe3 l:[e3+ 40<;i;>d4 
40'it>f2 :C:xh3 is just as hopeless. 

40 ... l:tf3! 41 l:te3 l:txf4+ 42 'iid3 hS 
Black soon realized his extra pawn. 

Sometimes pawn advances can be used 
to cause doubled pawns in the enemy 
camp. Here is one example. 

Example 127 
V.Bogdanovski·O.Cummings 

European Team Championship, 
Pula 1997 

Black has just played ... 'i!i'd8·C7. attack­
ing the es-pawn. but White has no inten­

tion of defending it. 
13 e6! fxe6 14 �e4! 

The previous pawn moves created a se­

ries of weaknesses on the e-file, and White 
immediately exploits one of them. Less 
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clear was 14 �gs �dB, while 14 Axe6?! 
permits 14. .. �ces! 15 �xe5 �xe5 16 .itxb7 
'itxb7 with a black initiative - Hom. As we 
will see, Bogdanovski is in no hurry to re­

cover t he pa wn. 

14 ... �de5 15 �xes 'the5 
Or Is ... �xe5?! 16 .itf4 with an annoying 

pin. 

16 'W'e2 
Preparing �e4·g5, an idea that Black 

immediately prevents. 
16 ... h6 17 �h31 

Eyeing the weakness on e6. 17 .itf4?! 
'iltf5 is less clear. 

17 ... �d8 
17 ..... d5!? was a more active try, when 

IB �g5! 0.<14! 19 .itxe6+ �xe6 20 'ihe6+ 
'iltxe6 21 �xe6 llf7 22 .itf4 might yield 
White a minimal edge in the endgame. 

18 i<f4 'Il'd5 
After 1B ...... xe4?! 19 'iixe4 .itxe4 20 AXe4 

White has a superior endgame thanks to 
the bishop pair, while 1B .. .lhf4!? 19 gxf4 

'iltxf4 20 l:.ad1 also seems a bit better for 
him. 
19 l:.ad1 'W'c6 20 �g2! 

After provoking the displacement of the 

enemy knight. the bishop returns to its pre­
ferred diagonal. 

thanks to his more active pieces, whereas 
the weak pawns on e6 and e7 are still wait­
ing to be exploited. 
20 ... eS 

There was the threat of 21 lL'lf6+. 
21 �C1 ..th8 22 'W'g4 CiJf7 

Parrying the threat of 23 'iVh4, but now 
the queen finds another interesting des­

tiny. 
23 "'d71 ::ae8 

Or 23 ...... xd7 24 nxd7 �d6 25 lL'lxd6 
.i.xg2 26 ¢'xg2 exd6 27 nxd6 with a clear 
advantage - Hom. 

24 b4! 
After seizing the seventh rank, White 

opens a new front. 

24 ... cxb4 25 cxb4 a6? 
This leads to a decisive weakening of the 

dark squares. Correct was 2S ... :'d8 26 'iixe7 

:'xd1 27 :'xd1 'lltC2 2B ne1 lL'ldB with just a 
slight disadvantage - Hom. 

26 �e31 bS 27 .i.cS 
The e7-pawn is  doomed, and indirectly 

the whole black position. 
27 ... :'d8 28 'lltxe7 :'xd1 29 :'xd1 .i.a8 30 
IId11 85 

At this point Bogdanovski for some rea· 
son regretted his previous strong move, 
and after 31 :'d1? "g6 32 l.'te1 Ad8 he had 
to start all over again in order to score the 
full point. However, 31 na7!. preparing a 
combination with 32 :'xaB, won virtually 
on the spot: e.g. 31...'ii'g6 32 'iixf8+! .i.xf8 

33 ':'xaB or 31.. .... d5 32 nxaB!, when both 
32 ... ':'xaB 33 0.c3 and 32 ... 'I'xaB 33 CiJd6 are 
fatal for Black. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 331. 

Passed pawns 
Among all positional elements the passed 
pawn is  of exceptional importance, and the 

White now has a stable advantage nature of the battle often changes drasti· 
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cally once it appears on the board. We al­
ready came across this subject in several of 

the previous examples, such as Efimenko­
Neverov, Pelletier-Sebag, Brynell·Moberg 
and Johannessen·Nakamura, to name a 
few. let's see some more examples. 

Example 128 
S.Gligoric-P.Popovic 

Novi Sad 1979 

In this position from the Gri.i.nfeld, 
White enjoys a pleasant advantage. His 

pawn centre is intact, Black has not man­
aged to create any of the counterplay char­
acteristic of this opening, and he also suf­
fers from the departure of his fianchettoed 

bishop. Without bothering about the a2-
pawn, Gligoric proceeds with the inherent 
plan of the position. 
26dSl 

Creating a passed pawn. Usually passed 
pawns become stronger with each step 
they take, so this is a good moment for its 
creation, considering that Black can't stop a 
subsequent dS-d6. 
26 ... exdS7 

The following rook exchange will just 
leave the back rank more vulnerable to tac-

Pawn Play 

tical threats. 26 ... lOxa2?! 27 d6 followed by 
28 d7 was even more risky for BlacK, but by 
26 ... lik2! 27 ttfl exdS 28 exdS l%ed8 29 d6 

f6 he would at least have managed to stop 
the d-pawn from reaching the seventh 
rank. 

27 exdS Ibe1+ 28 lOxe1 
Now there appears the double threat of 

"'xb4 and d6-d7. 
28 ... li:lxa2 

After 28 ... lOa6 29 d6 '*f8 30 d7 ttd8 31 
lZ'lf3 �C5 32 �e5 the strength of the passed 

pawn is evident. Black can't do anything 
against the plan ofli'g4 followed byiOc6. 
29 d6! gs 30 d7! 

The further this pawn gets, the stronger. 
30 .. Jld8 

31 .C471 
By 31 'ilt'e4! White would have obtained 

a decisive attack; e.g. 31...lOc3 32 "'e7! "f8 

33 "xg5+ �h7 34 ttd3. or 31...'ii'f8 32 "'g4 
"e7 33 lOf3 f6 34 iOxg5! fxg5 35 l:.d5. In 
general terms, the side with a passed pawn 
is often happy to start an attack on the op­
ponent's king, since the latter has fewer 
defensive resources available. 
31 ... �C3 32 ttc1 'ii'd41 

The lesser evil, in order to avoid an at­

tacit After 32 .. .lhd7?! 33 1IIc8+ �h7 34 
:xC3 White soon wins. 
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33 1bc3 'iltxC4 34 ':xC4 ':xd1 35 </Ifl 
This endgame is won thanks to the fact 

that Black's passed pawns haven't yet 

managed to advance. Gligoric proceeded in 
technical fashion: 3S .. .f6 36 'it'e2 '.Pf7 37 
1%c61 (cutting off the king) 37 . .. q;g6 38 ti.\C2 

g4 39 �e3 ='d4 40 g31 (fixing the enemy 
pawns as future targets) 40 ... �gs 41 1:.0 
J:a4 42 .1:I.g7-+ ..t>hS 43 lLldS and Black re­
signed in view of 43 ... fS 44 lDf4+ q;h6 45 

':g6+ 'it'h7 46 ltf6 l:1as 47 Q;e3, followed by 
tLlh5 and 'OW4. 

Example 129 
J.Helisten·L.Ro jas 

Santiago 2006 

Another structure that frequently pro­

duces a passed pawn is the one with hang­
ing pawns. In the above position, if White 
was to move then 24 lLla4! would be an ex­
cellent option, keeping the hanging pawns 
at bay. But it is Black's turn, and he imme­
diately proceeds with the creation of a 
passed pawn. 

24 ... d41 25 tt.Ja4 
The opening of the c-file after 2S exd4?! 

cxd4 disfavours White, since any future 
rook exchanges will weaken his defence of 

the back rank. 
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25 ... ltd51 

The most active defence of the d5-pawn. 
Now after 26 exd4 cxd4 White can't take on 

c6 and d4 due to the back rank mate. 
26 'ii'e2? 

A bad move, since it lets the passed 
pawn advance even further. After 26 f31 
�d7 27 e4 :gs White remains under pres­
sure, but at least he doesn't have to worry 
about the d-pawn for a while. 

26 ... d3! 27 'itf3 'iie6 28 tl:lC3l:1d8 
With the double threat of 29 .... �g4 and 

29 ... d2. 
29 1:.d2 c41 

A keymove, in order to clear some space 

in the area of the passed pawn. 
30 e4 cxb31 

Both 30 ... if..g4 and 30 .. .if..g6 were play­
able as well. but the text is more effective. 

As we will see next, far advanced passed 
pawns tend to have a great tactical poten­
tial 
31 exf5 

After 31 'tIr'xfS 'tIr'xf5 32 exfs r::dc8 Black 
is winning, since 33 l:lxd3 fails to 33 ... b2 
followed by 34 .. .l:hC3 and _.ttCl in the end. 

31 ... .u.xc31 

A wen-calculated queen sacrifice that 
produces a second strong passed pawn. 
32 fxe6 :'xc1+ 33 :'d1 b2 34 e7 



Pawn Play 

The only way of parrying the threat 17 b4? 
34 ... bl'11'. A typical idea in such structures, but on 
34 ... :C:e8! 

Rojas swaps the d3-pawn for the one on 

e7, aware that his remaining passed pawn 
will decide the game. I had only anticipated 
34 ... :'bS?, when 3 5  'iif'xd3 bl'i11 36 'lWxbl 
':cxbl 37 eS'ilh! :'xeB 3S l:.xbl lets White 
fight for a draw in the rook endgame; e.g. 
3B ... l%e2 39 h4! �xa2 40l:.bB+ �h7 41 :taB 
followed by 42 �a7. 

3S 'ililCd3 :tlCe7 
With the double threat of 36 ... l:.el+ and 

36 ... l:tb7. 
36 'li'd8+ Wh7 37 IIId3+ g6 38 1i1fll'tb7! 

In view of 39 'i'd2 :txdl+ 40 'iWxdl bl'i1f, 
White resigned. 

Example 130 
R.Astrom·Je.Hall 

Swedish Championship. 
Linkoping 1996 

Now let's see the strength of the passed 
pawn in a long-term perspective. In this 
position, the early departure of White's fi­

anchettoed bishop has left him with a 
rather passive game, and he now tries to 
change matters by a minority attack. 

this particular occasion it runs into a strong 

antidote. 17 lOe3 'ilfe6 IB ':C1 b6 19 �C4 
was preferable, slowly improving the 
pieces. 
17 ... ClCb4 18 alCb4 a41 

Of course! This passed pawn will turn 

into a headache for White. 

19 bS lLld4 20 �e3 

A more recent encounter continued 20 
o!i:lxd4?! exd4 21 l:.b4 a3 22 'iVaI f5 23 ':Cl 

l:.feS 24 ':c7 �hB! (ruling out a l%xg7+ sacri­
fice) 25 llbc4 a2 with a huge advantage, 
5.PeJipenko-V.Bardjuzha, Kharkov 2004. In 
our game, White at least manages to install 

the knight on the protected square c4. 
20 ••• 'ilie6 21 tDC4 f51 

Preparing ... e5-e4 in order to clear the 
long diagonal for the bishop, after which 
the passed pawn will become even more 
dangerous. Also interesting was 21 ... e4!? in 

the same spirit, whereas 21 ... a3, according 
to the principle that passed pawns should 
always advance, permits 22 :al a2 (or 

22 .... !t)xb5 23 �b4!) 23 e3! tOxbS 24 'i'b3, 
when it is not clear whether Black can hold 
on to that pawn. 
22 -'ie3 

White prepares to swap the active black 
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knight. aware that 22 e3?! lUb3 23 .i.b4 
l:lfdS followed by ... e5-e4 leads to trouble 

for him. 
22 .. .e41 23 .i.xd4.i.xd4 24 l:lb41 

Active defence. The slower 24 'ita?! 
runs into 24 ... exd3 25 �xd3 (or 25 exd3 f4!, 
opening a second front) 25 .. ':fdS 26 'W'C2 
a3 with the double threat of 27 ... a2 and 

27 ... �acS. 
24 ... a3 25 dxe47 

A lesser evil was 25 lLIxa3 .i.C5 26 lik2 
J�.xb4 27 lLIxb4 l:lfdS with a clear. yet not 

decisive advantage for Black. 
2S .. ..i.eS7 

Black misses 25 ... .i.C3!. when 26 :a4 a2 
wins on the spot, and 26 exf5 gxf5 27 'W'b3 
.i.xb4 2S 'W'xb4 a2 29 l:la1 f4!, opening a 
new front. is equally hopeless for White. 

26 :'a4 ':xa4 27 "W'xa4 'W'xe4 

The previous exchanges have not eased 
White's task in any way. Apart from taking 
constant care of the passed pawn. he also 

has to look out for a potential black attack 
on the kingside. On top of all that, the 
bishop is very strong in this kind of open 

position with pawns on both flanks. 
28 "W'b3 �e6 29 e3 

Preventing .. .f5-f4. If 29 'W'a4. then 
29 .. .f4! 30 lOxa3 fxg3 31 hxg3 .i.xf2+! 32 

l:lxf2 'W'e3 and Black wins - Hall. 
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29 ... .i.e7! 30 l:la1 
Thanks to Black's previous move. he 

could now meet 30 'W'a4? by 30 ... l:lcS! 31 
lbxa3 'W'a2, winning the knight. 

30 .. .:ta8 
Or 30 .. ..:cS 31 l:lC1. followed by 32 l:lC2. 

with similar play as in the game. 
31 :'a2 :e8 32 :tel :d8 33 :e3 :a8 34 :e2 

h51 
After repeating moves Hall proceeds 

with a thematic advance that helps him to 
open a new front on the kingside. 
35 h4 

Astrom correctly prevents ... h5·h4. but 
as we will see soon. this doesn't make the 
white kingside impenetrable . 
3S ... �h7 36 �h2 l:le8 37 Ae1 

White is reduced to waiting tactics. 

37 .. Jb8 38 :e2 

3R •.• g51 
Black finally breaks through on the king­

side. Now White will have a hard time de­
fending both flanks. 
39 hxgs .i.xgs 40 :c.a2 h41 41 f4 

After 41 l:ld2 ':cS 42 l:lc2 hxg3+ 43 fxg3 
'itd5, followed by ... ¢>g7 and .. ':hS. White is 
helpless. 
41 ... hxg3+ 42 �xg3 .i.h4+! 43 �h2 

Or 43 o:;t>xh4? �gS with a quick mate. 
43 ... 1IIh6 44 �1 AgR+ 45 �1 



If 45 llg2, then 45 ... :'xg2+ 46 �xg2 
'i'g6+ 47 �fl 'ilVg3 48 �e2 a2!, exhausting 

White's defence. 
45 ••• >1.161 

Starting the final attack. 45 ... 'ilfg6 is also 

strong. 
46 �e5 'i'h1+ 47 �e2 'i'g2+ 48 �d3 'i'e4+ 
49 q;e2 �.xe5 50 'xes Ug2+ 51 q;e1 

Or 51 �d1 'i'f3+ 52 �e1 Uxa2, when 
both 53 'i'xa2 'llthl+ 54 �f2 'llth2+ and 53 

'iiff7+ 'oti'h6 54 "iff6+ �hS, followed by ... 'itrg4-
h3-g2. lead to a black win. 
51_.:i'h4+ 52 ..-dl 'i'hl mate 

Viltually any measure i s  allowed in the 
fight for a passed pawn's advance. In 
Hellsten-Rojas we saw a queen sacrifice 

supporting this idea, while the following 
example features a concession of a more 
positional nature. 

Example 131 
J.Dorfman-D.Paunovic 

Minsk 1986 

White enjoys a strong passed pawn on 
as, but for the moment its advance is being 

confidently prevented by the black rook and 
queen. 

Pawn Play 

27 'li'd31 
In order to facilitate the further advance 

of the passed pawn, Dorfman 15 ready to let 
all his remaining pawns be transformed 
into chronic weaknesses. 
27 .. .il.xf4 

Any queen move lets White advance the 
a-pawn, while 27 .. .'ilhd3? 28 lbxd3 would 
just help his knight in approaching the 
queenside. 

28 gxf4 'ili'xd3 29 exd3 lDe8 

30¢12 
Of course not 30 a6? tOo 31 a7 �b5 and 

the pawn is lost. 

30 .. .f6 31 �.b41 
Heading forbG to liberate the rook from 

the defence of the pawn. 

31 ... �e7 32 Ael Aa6 
After 32 ... lLIa6? 33 il.d6 Uc8 34 nb1 

White breaks through on the queenside. 
Thus Black's rook is obliged to take up a 
passive role on a6, so that the knight can 
block the b-file by ... lbb5 if necessary. 
33 �e3 �b5 34 %:tal ¢17 35 �.e5 �8 36 
>1.b6 

White is speculating with two different 
ideas: enter with the king via d2-C3-b4-C5. 

or penetrate with the rook on the open g- or 
b-fHe. 
36 .. .lbd6 37 �d2 1L1e8 
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Black would have liked to keep blocking 

the b-file by 37 ... lDb5, but after 3S Ilg1 �7 
39 Ilci! lDa7 40 ,.pO the plan of ¢'b4-C5 
proves inevitable; e.g. 40 ... lDcS 41 ¢'b4! 
lDxb6 421:1xc6 and White wins. 37 ... ¢'d7? 3S 
I:.g1 is a Iso bad. 

38 il:.csliJe7 

39 l1bl1 
Using some minor tactics Dorfman 

manages to enter with the rook. less con­

vincing was 39 'OPC3?! lDg6 with a counter­
attack on the f4-pawn. 
39...1ilg6 

After 39 ... J:xas? 40 nbS+. followed by 41 
l:b7(+1. White wins material. 

40 Ilb8+'it>f7 41 :b7+ �e8 42 £l.b6 
Again securing the passed pawn. Now 

that the battle is no longer limited to a sin­
gle flank, Black is practically lost due to his 
passive rook 

42.,.liJxf4 43 %lxh7 eS 
At this point the game continued 44 

tth6?! e4 45 11xf6 liJxd3 and White's task 
was somewhat complicated, although 

Dorfman won in the end. However, the 
thematic 44 h4!, advancing the second 
passed pawn, was considerably simpler; for 
example, 44. .. e4 45 h5! exf3 46 o:;Pe3 fol­
lowed by hs-h6, or 44 ... lDe6 45 h 5 lDxd4 46 
h6! ,.pfS 47 ttb7. when both 47 ... ,.pgS 4S h7+ 
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,.phS 49 .i.dS! c5 50 %lf7 and 47  .. .  liJxf3+ 48 
o:;Pe3 lDgs 49 h 7  lDxh7 50 Uxh7 lead to a 
quick win. 

Naturally. a passed pawn doesn't mean 

victory in every position, and it tends to lose 
some of its strength if the opponent man­
ages to block it. Usually the best blocker is 
the knight. a topic we came across briefly in 
Mikhalevski-Ehlvest (p. 57). Here is another 
example. 

Example 132 
B.Spassky·A.Karpov 

Candidates match (game 6). 
Leningrad 1974 

In a structure typical of openings such 

as the Slav and the Caro-Kann, 5passky pro­
ceeds with a strong advance that will clear 
the long diagonal and the central files for 
his pieces. 

22 dSI cxdS 23 cxdS 
Now after 23 ... exds?! 24 lhdS the pin 

along the e-file is problematic for Black, 
whose bishop can't move due to 25 "xeS+. 
If he, instead, avoids this scenario by 23 ... e5, 
then after 24 d6 White obtains a dangerous 
passed pawn. 

23 ... eSI 



Anyway! Karpov has estimated that, 

with the passed pawn being safely blocked 
by the knight on d7, he faces no immediate 
danger. 
24d6 

After 24 iDxes?! tfxe2 25 l:lxe2 .!i!.d6 it is  
White who suffers from a pin, e.g. 26 l:lde1 
iDxes 27 .ixes .!i!.xa3 and the ds·pawn can't 
be saved. 

24 .. ..i f6 25 iDd2 
spassky regroups the knight to c4/e4 

and prevents the ... eS·e4 strike. If 25 ·W'bS. 
avoiding the queen exchange. then 2s ... e4! 
keeps the balance; e.g. 26 0.d.4 e3! 27 fxe3 

l:lxe3 with counterplay, or 26 iDh2 'i'gS! 27 
lidS 11196 28 il.xf6 'i:Jxf6 29 lIddl lId7 fol­
lowed by ... l:led8 - Karpov. 
25 ...... xe2 26 J:xe2 ne8! 

Karpov distributes the small space at his 
disposal in a clever way. The rook doesn't 
just seize the open file. it also vacates the 
d8·b6 route for the bishop. which in turn 
enables the consolidating plan of ... f7·f6 

and ... ¢'f7·e6. 
27 lDe4?! 

This pseudo·active move does nothing 

to stop the plan just mentioned: the same 
goes for n iDc4 bS followed by ... .id8 and 
.. .I7-f6. 

Instead, the flexible 27 'itf1! was critical 

Pawn Play 

- larsen. Now 27 ... ..id8 can be met by 28 f4! 

opening a new front. e.g. 28 .. .f6 29 fxes 
fxes 30 iDc4 with pressure: while after 
27 ... l:lC2 28 &4 :'xe2 29 'i1;>xe2 ..id8 30 a4 
followed by .!i!.c1·e3. or 27 ... 1:.c6 28 lDc:4 bS 

29 iDas :'cc8 30 l:ldS a6 31 b4 intending 
iDb3'CS, White keeps some advantage. 
27 ... .id8 28 g4 f6 29 �g2 �7 30 :'c11! 

Usuany exchanges favour the side with 

the passed pawn. but in this particular case 
they will just make it easier for Black to at· 
tack the d6-pawn with his king. More active 
was 30 l:fl!?, followed by f2·f4, in order to 
open a new front. 

30 ... .ib6 31 l:ec2 l:lxc2 32 l:lxc2 'itte6 
Now the passed pawn is more of a bur­

den than an asset to White. 
n a4 as 34 .ia3 l:lb8! 

Having neutralized the passed pawn, 

Black starts looking for activity. This appar· 
ently innocent move prepares the plan of 

... .id4 and ... b7-bS. whereas the immediate 
34 ... .id4?! was less precise due to 35 l:ln. 
35 l:le4 .id4 36'4 

If 36 iDc3. covering the bs-square, then 
36 ... iDb6 37 l:ln .ixC3 38 l:lxC3 iDdS! fol­

lowed by ... b7-bS. In the game spassky in­
stead tries to achieve f4-fS. 
36 ... g6 37 iDg3 exf4J 

Aware that 37 ... bS?! runs into 38 fS+ 
gxfs 39 gxfS+ o:;t>dS 40 l:lC7. Karpov adjusts 
his plans and stops '4-fS once and for all. 

38 l:lxd4 fxg3 39 ¢'xg3 l:lc8 
Thanks to his more active pieces Black 

enjoys a pleasant advantage. Now there 
appears the threat of 40 ... l:lC3+. 

4olld3 
40 l:C4? failed to 40 ... l:xC4 41 bxc4 iDb6, 

while 40 l:te4+ iDes 41 gs doesn't work due 
to 41...1:IC3+ 42 Wg2 l:lxb3, when both 43 

gxf6 ¢'xf6 and 43 d7 lId3! let Black keep the 
extra pawn. 
40 ... g51 
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Ruling out any attempts with 41 %le3+ 
followed by g4-g5. 
41 .i.b2 b6 42 .i.d471 

White should have tried the simplifying 
42 %lc3 %lxC3+ 43 �xC3 'iPxd6 44 b4, when 

44 ... b5! 45 bxaS bxa4 keeps good winning 
chances. 
42 .. ..:e6 43 �C3 :es 

Karpov dismisses 43 .. .l::xd6 44 :xd6+ 
�xd6, transposing to the previous note, 
and keeps searching for a bigger advan­
tage. Meanwhile, White can just wait. 
44 �g2 :e8 4S �g3 lbeSI 

Now after 46 :'e3 �xd6 Black wins the 
d-pawn without having to swap his active 
rook, so White prefers a rook endgame. 
46 �xes fxes 47 b47 

This active defence backfires after 
Black's reply. Correct was 47 ¢f3 ':d8 48 
�e3 ':xd6 49 ':0, heading for c8, with 
some chances for a draw. On the other 

hand, 48 b4? axb4 49 :'b3 fails to 48 .. ':f8+1 
followed by 49 .. 1tf4. 

47 __ .e41 48 ':d4 

Or 48 :'e3 :'c4 with an easy win. 

48 ... �eS 
Now Black obtains a second passed 

pawn on the b-file, and 49 d7 :'d8 doesn't 
change much. 
49 ':d1 axb4 
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The game ended 50 ':bl :'c3+ S1 ¢f2 
:d3! S2 d7 ':xd7 53 :xb4.J:td6 54 �e3 .J:td3+ 
SS ¢'e2 ':a3 0-1, in view of the black king's 
entry atf4. 

In the previous example Spassky was 

right in creating the passed pawn, but later 
failed to exploit it. On other occasions, the 
creation of a passed pawn simply isn't the 

best choice in the position. Here is one ex· 
ample. 

Example 133 
Z.llincic·kir .Georgiev 

(acak 1995 

White enjoys a strong pawn centre, but 
the opponent's pieces are well organized. 
How to proceed? 
20 :bS7! 

Preparing d4-dS in order to create a 
passed pawn, but as we will soon see, this 
won't have the desired effect. Preferable 
was 20 ':bcl lbas 21 1M3 with an equal 

game - Georgiev. 

2o .. ,lbas 21 dS7 
It was not too late for 21 .a:b4 :'c6 22 

'lltd3. saving the d4·d5 idea for the future. 
21 .. ,exds 22 exdslbb71 



A key move, that creates the threat of 
23 ... lLlc5, and also keeps an eye on the im­
portant d6-square. 22 . .  .li:'!f5 23 d6!? is  less 

clear, when 23 ... lLlh7? fails to 24 llxf5! and 
23 ... lLlc4 permits 24 lLlg3! t.Dfxd6 25 �xd6 
t.Dxd6 26 Ilbd5 with strong pressure. 
23 .i.e3 

Now 23 d6? fails to 23 ... iLlc5. while 23 
ttb4lOxdS 24 llbd4 'it'c6 leaves White with­

out sufficient compensation for the pawn. 
23, .. ll(21 24 lbf4 

The natural 24 lLld4? failed to 24 ... lLlc5. 
24 ... �f5 25 .il.f2 

The dark sides of the plan initiated five 
moves ago have already become evident. 
Black's knight gained access to the f5-
square, and his rook commands the c-file as 

well as the second rank. Meanwhile. 
White's major pieces are badly coordinated. 
As for the passed pawn itself, it i s  not likely 

to advance in the near future and rather 
represents a wea kness. 
25 ... �bd6 

A natural move to activate the knight 
and block the d-pawn. but 25 ... 'it'c7!, with 

the double threat of 26 ... 'it'xf4 and 26 ... :'xf2 
27 �f2 'l'C2+, was even stronger; e.g. 26 
l:b4 llxf2! 27 <"&xf2 'it'C5+ 28 �e2 lle8+ 29 
lle4l:xe4+ 30 fxe4 'l'e3+ wins - Georgiev. 

26 llb4 l:le8 27 g411 

Pawn Play 

27 ftd3. covering the e3-square. was 
safer, when 27 ... 'it'C7 preparing .. .1:0 keeps 
the initiative. 

27 •.. lOe3 28 "d3 llxf2 29 �f2 lbxdl+ 30 
"xdl'W'(71 

After the departure of his bishop, White 
is suffering on the dark squares. 
31 J:1b31 

This exposes the king to a strong attack. 
White had to try something like 31 ""92 

lbC4 32 'l'd4 lLle3+ 33 �h3 'ifc1 34 'it'd3 
with marginal chances of defence. 
31 ... lOe4+1 32 fxe4 'W'xf4+ 33 'W'f3 "xh2+ 34 
�e3 "gl+ 35 Wf41 

After 35 'ittd3 '::'c8 the white king has a 

hard time, but now he is mated. 
35 ... g5+ 36 �f5 'iIId41 

White resigned. 

Needless to say, two connected passed 

pawns represent a tremendous force, one 
that often justifies material concessions. 
let's see two examples. 

Example 134 
E.Van den Doel-G.Gu.einov 

European Team Championship, 
Gothenburg 200S 
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In this Maroczy structure Black has just 
played ... a7-a6? probably expecting a fur­
ther positional battle after 15 lOd4 or 15 
tDa3. White's reply must have come as a 

cold shower. 
15 �a4! 

Van den Doel alters the material balance 

in order to create a few powerful passed 
pawns. The next moves are practically 
forced 
1S ••. axbS 16 lOxb6 "d8 17 exb5 lOes 18 

l:Z.xe8! 
Stronger than 1S lOxcS?! iLxcS, when 

the black rook prevents the march of the a­

pawn. 
18 .. .nxe8 19 !i::lxe8 'tIt'xe8 20 a41 

Of course. Now the connected passed 
pawns turn into a headache for Black. 

20 ••. &4 
If 20 ... dS, then 21 as dxe4 22 'WltdS+! iLfS 

23 "'xcS �.xcS 24 ttdS with a6-a7 coming 

up next. 
21 'ite21 

A great move. Confident about the 
strength of his passed pawns, White is 
ready to give up a whole piece in order to 

exchange queens and reach an endgame. 
21...lOxe3 22 'W'xe8+ iLxe8 23 1:I.e1 iLe6 

After 23 ... iLd7 24 b6! iLxa4 25 b7 lbd7 
26 ttcS+ iLf8 27 b3! iLxb3 28 iLbS White 
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wins - Finkel. As for 23 ... iLb7, the most 
technical way to victory is 24 .Ita lOhs 25 
g3! iLxb2 26 1bb7 iLd4 27 ¢'h1 followed by 
as-a6. 

24 b61 
Forward! 

24 •.• Jil.h6 25 b7 IPg7 
A surrealistic attempt for counterplay, 

but 2S ... tbd7 just loses after 26 iLbS �bS 27 
ttcS+! - Finkel. 

26 b8'1'lOxg2 27 1%e3 tLlf4 28 iLe4 
White soon realized his loads of extra 

material . 

Example 135 
I.Helisten-E.Mohamed 

Malmo 1992 

Here is a less violent case on the same 
topic. In exchange for the pawn Black en­
joys a strong bishop pair, with pressure on 

the e3-pawn. How should White defend it? 
After 19 'i!t'xb6? axb6 he loses one of the 
pawns on a2 and e3, while 19 Af3?! e4 20 
':g3 fS yields Black a strong initiative. After 
some thinking I found a third, and much 
better option. 

19 ne3! 
Preparing an exchange sacrifice that 



will neutralize Black's activity and leave 
White with two connected passed pawns. 
19 .. ib4 

A tempting reply, but with hindsight 
19 ... f5 might have been a better choice. 
White could react by 20 �hl f4 21 exf4exf4 
22 iid3, when 22 ... iid4 23 iixg6! iixC3 24 

iixh7+ 'it'xh7 25 "XC3 followed by lilf3 

promises him some advantage. 

20 a3 �xe3 21 'itxe3 
Black has won the exchange, but the de­

parture of his dark-squared bishop has 

made the pawns on c4 and d5 more dan­
gerous. To start with, there is the threat of 
22 c5. 
21 ..... d6 

21...':ac8 22 Ac1 "d6 23 iif3 trans­

poses. 
22 i.f31 

Renewing the threat of c4<5. 22 b4?! is 
less appropriate due to 22 ... b5! destroying 

the white pawn chain. 
22 .. ':ae8 23 ':e1 

Not 23 e4?! b5! and Black again man­
ages to undermine the passed pawns. 
23 .. ':fe8 

Mohamed finally accepts the c4<5 ad­
vance, aware that 23 ... b6?! 24 b4 makes 

little sense; e.g. 24 ... ':c7 25 c5 bXc5 26 bXc5 
lUc8? 27 cxd6 ':xc3 28 ':xC3 ':xC3 29 d7 and 

Pawn Play 

White wins. During the game I thought that 
23 ... e4 was the best option, but after the 
simple 24 lilxe4 i.xe4 25 iixe4 lUe8 26 iif3 

Black remains in difficulties. 
24 e5 'lltd7 25 lDe4 

By means of the threat of 26 lOd6 White 
practically forces the exchange of the active 
black bishop. In contrast, 25 d6?! proves 

premature after 2 5  ... lIe6! with .. ':xd6 com­
ing up. 
25 ... i.xe4 26 i.xe4 f5 27 �e2! 

The impulsive 27 c6?! permits 27 ... bxc6 
28 dxc6 'llte6 with rather unclear play. 

27 ... ..tfh8 28 e4 
But now there was nothing wrong with 

28 d6. I think that I choose the text in order 
to rule out any attempt with ... e5-e4 fol­
lowed by .. .fS-f4. 

28 •• ..1118 
Here and later, 28 .. .f4 is well met by 29 

iidl!. 
29 b4 

The rest is surprisingly easy. In the abo 

sence of open files, Black ts unable to create 
any real counterplay with his rooks. 

29 .. .IIf6 30 l:e1 lle8 31 "d3 fxe4 
This clears the f-file but also produces a 

weakness on e5. 

32 'itxe4 g6 33 d61 IIf4 34 'llte3 as 35 ..we31 
axb4 36 axb4 IId4 
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Now Black loses a pawn, but after 
36 ... 'ilfg7 37 bS �f6 38 J::td1 preparing cs-c6, 
White is also winning. 
37 llxe5 ':xe5 38 "xd4 "g7 39 �e4 

The game corcluded 39 ... l:te7 40 'ihg7+ 

l:txg7 41 �.xb7! Itxb7 42 c6 l:txb4 43 0 
llb1+ 44 ..t>h2 Itc14S d7 and Black resigned. 

For the related exercises to this section, 

see page 334. 

Pawn majorities 
Many openings produce some kind of asym­
metry regarding the pawn structure. One of 
the players obtains a pawn majority on the 
queensKle, and his opponent one on the 
kings ide, a situation already familiar to us 
from Hellsten-Brkljaca and Brynell-Moberg, 

among others. Such majorities can be co� 
verted into a passed pawn, and they can also 

support an attack on the enemy king. 
let's start with queenside majorities. In 

the usual positions where both sides have 
castled short, a queenside pawn majority 

has two fundamental virtues: its advarce 

won't expose the king, and a future passed 
pawn will be at some distance from the 
enemy king in the endgame. The latter im­
plies that the side with the queenside ma­
jority is often happy to exchange pieces and 
take the game closer to the endgame. The 

following example shows the kind of posi­
tion that he is aiming at. 

Example 136 
V.Smyslov-L.Szabo 
Hastings 1954/55 

Thanks to his advanced pawn majority 
on the queenside, White has a big advan­
tage. Of course its impact would be less 

strong with the black king on c7. 
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.8 ... l!d8 
As long as the white rook remains on d2, 

Black's king won't be able to assist in the 
queenside defence, so it makes sense to 
exc ha nge rooks. 
29 1hd8 �xd8 30 f4! 

The bishop joins the battle for the 
queenside. 
30 ... gxl. 31 gxl • .Il.b3 

Freeing the e6-square forthe knight and 
possibly the king. Here or later, it probably 

made sense to include 31 ... a6 32 a4 in order 
to reduce the number of pawns, but that 
might not change too much. 

32 '>t;>e3 
The immediate 32 bS was also possible, 

but activating the king is rarely wrong in 

the endgame. 
32...1t>f61 

This lets White realize his pawn majority 
by tactical means. A lesser evil was 32_'WW8 

33 bS 'iPe8, trying a different route for the 
king. although after 34 c6 bxc6 35 bxc6 
�6 36 fS (jjO 37 �d4 Black's task remains 
very difficult. 

33 b5! e5 
Desperation, but the intended 33 ... �e6 

failed to 34 c6, when both 34._bxc6 35 bxc6 
..t>d6 36 ldbS+! and 34 .. .'�d6 35 b6! axb6 36 
ldbS+ win for White - Smyslov. 



34 lDe4+ "' e6 3 5  c6! 

The double threat of 36 c7 and 36 tlk5+ 

is more than Black can take. 
35 ... exf4+ 36 ... xf4 bxc6 37 lix 5+ "' d6 38 
lDxb3 cxb5 39 h4 

White soon realized his extra piece. 
Now let's see a complete game where 

White, at an early stage, heads for a battle 
with a queenside pawn majority. 

Example 137 

S.Erenburg-A.Murariu 
Las Palmas 2003 

Sicilian Defence (822) 

l e4c5 2 C3 
The Sicilian Alapin is one of the open­

ings that often produces a pawn majority 

on the queens ide. 
2 ... d5 3 exd5 'ii'xd5 4 d4 lLlf6 5 eJ f3 e6 6 

iI.. 3 
A modern continuation, which puts 

some immediate pressure on the cs-pawn. 

Other frequent options are 6 .i.d3 and 6 
.�e2. 
6 . ..Ib bd7 

More common is 6 ... cxd4; for example, 7 

Pawn Play 

11 bxc3 �a6 with a complex battle. 
7 <4 

White desists from a structure with an 
isolated queen's pawn and takes the first 

step to a future pawn majority. 
7 ••. 'III d6 8& 3 3 6  

Avoiding a knight jump to b5. The alter­
native is 8 ... cxd4 9 Q)xd4 a6, avoiding the 

ldnd of play that now arises in the game. 
9 dxC51 

White obliges the opponent to put a 
piece on c5, in order to achieve b2-b4 with 
tempo later on. 

9 .. :ilf'x dl+ 
After 9 ... lLlxC5?! 10 'ii'xd6 �xd6 11 b4! 

ttxe4 12 lLlxe4 lLlxe4 13 C51, followed by 
�.d3, White's pawn majority is already a 
main factor in the battle. 
10 :xdl �xC5 11 S;( xC5lt) xC5 12 b41 

White takes the opportunity to advance 
his pawn majority. In contrast, 12 i.e2?! 
rj}e7 13 0·0 b6 14 l:d4 �.b7 15 l:fd1l:lhd8 
led to a rather equal game in V.Parfenov­

A.Eliseev, Moscow 2001. 
12 ... tbfe4?! 

This entangles Black's development. Cor­

rect was 12 ... l.bce4! 13 ti:lxe4 lLlxe4 14 Ud4! 
lOf6 15 �e2 rj}e7 with just a slight disad­
vantage. 

cxd4 .!ii.h4+ 8 lLlc3 0-0 9 .!ii.d3 b6 10 0-0 .�xC3 13 lLlbli 

169 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

An excellent move, related to the con· 
cept of "the superfluous piece" investigated 
by Mark Ovoretsky. Now both black knights 

are soon forced to less active squares. 
13 ... � a4?1 

Tempting at first sight, but the knight 
isn't well placed there in the long run. Pref­

erable was 13 .. .li:ld7 14 i.d3 li:lef6 followed 
by ... b7-b6, ... i.b7 and ... 'it'e7. If White tries 
to avoid this by 1S cS?!' then after 1s ... as! 
16 a3 axb4 17 axb4 �dS the b4-pawn gets 
into trouble. 

14l:t d41 
The best way of dislodging the knight. 

since 14 iLd3 runs into 14 .. .li:leC3! intending 

... a7-aS with counterplay. 
14 • ..li) f6 15 i.e2 

15 ... We7 
Obviously 1S ... 0-0? would move away 

the king from the main battlefield, the 
queenside. White applies the same logic on 
his next move. 

16 Wd2! as 
Pawn exchanges usually favour the de­

fender, besides which he now manages to 
activate the rook on a8. 

17 a3 axb4 18 axb4l:d8 
Or 18 ... b6 19 �es i.b7 20 f3 preparing 

'it'c2-b3 in order to intimidate the knight on 

a4. 
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19 l: xd8 Wxd8 20 WC2 � b6 
Black finally admits the problem with 

the misplaced knight on a4. Unfortunately, 
on b6 it obstructs the development of his 
bishop. 
21 � C3 -tl e7 22 .a d1 � g4 

Not very constructive, but after 22 ... iLd7 
23 �es iLe8 24 i.f3 White is a Iso better. 
23 h3! 

Erenburg avoids 23 cS? �d5! 24 �xd5+ 

exd5 2S ltxdS lta2+ with strong counter­
play. Now the knight has to retreat in view 
of 23 ... lbxf2? 24 Itfl. 

23._ � f6 24 -tl b3 h6 25 � e5! 
Activating the knight and ena bling iLf3. 

The latter explains why the bishop went to 
e2 and not d3 on the 15th move. 

25 ... � bd7 26� xd7 iL xd7 

27 b5! 
A key move, that doesn't just advance 

the pawn majority. but also restricts the 

enemy bishop. The fact that White fixes his 
pawns on squares of the "wrong" colour 
and also cedes the c5-square isn't a big 
deal. since Black lacks space for exploiting 
this. In contrast, both 27 C5?! iLc6 28 f3 
lbd5 29 b5 �)(C3 30 'it'xC3 iLdS and 27 i.f3 
i.c6! 28 iLxc6 bxc6 lead to a smaller advan­
tage than in the game. 
27 ... b6? 



Rather natural. but now this pawn turns 

into a weakness. Correct was 27 .. ':dS 2S 
..if3 iLcS. when 29 l:.xdS q..xdS 30 c5 pro­
duces a clear. but not decisive advantage­
Erenburg. 
28 il f31!b8 

After 2S ... :a7? 29 �4 the problem with 

... b7-b6 is well displayed. Thus Black has to 
surrender the a-file. 
29lt a11 

This move comes with two strong ideas: 
seize the seventh rank by lta7. or attack the 
b6-pawn by :a6 and lba4. 
29 ... �.c8 

Preparing ... li:ld7-C5. 
30 lt a7+ lLl d7 31 �c61 

Now White is ready to swap the defend· 
ing knight at any moment. 
31- .f5 

Since the immediate 31 ... ",",d6 fails to 32 

ibe4+. Black prepares it. 
32 lDa4 'iti d6 B �xd71 

Just at the right moment. before the 

knight esca pes to e5. 
B_.�.xd7 

341!ib4! 

Active king. Now the threat of 35li:lxb6! 
:xb6 36 c5+ forces the black king to move 
away from the b6-pawn. and the rest is 
easy. 

Pawn Play 

34 ... ¢> e7 35 ': a6 e5 36 :ct xb6 l:. d8 37 It b7 

'it f6 38lLl cS .il.e8 391l C7 
In view ofb6-b7. Black resigned. 

Example 138 
V.Spasov-A.Dreev 

Mo.cow Olympiad 1994 

Here is an example where the queenside 
pawn majority is realized in a slightly dif­
ferent way. 

16 a31 
Preparing the plan of b2-b4. lLlb3 and 

c4-c5 in order to advance the queens ide 
majority. 
16 ... b6 

Dreev hurries to conclude his develop­
ment. Obviously 16 ... a5?! permits 17 lLlb5. 
when the knight turns into a headache for 
Black. As for 16 ... es 17 lLlb3 f5?! advancing 

his own majority. after is cS! followed by 
iLc4+. the king becomes exposed. The at­
tempt to improve this line by 17 ... b6 per­
mits is C5!. when White gets in first on 

"his" flank; e.g. 18 ... bxcS 19 lbxC5 lbxC5 20 
'j'xd8 Itxd8 21 i.xC5 f6 22 iLxfS <;t>xfS 23 
DO! with a pleasant endgame advantage 
thanks to the active pieces and the weak 
a6-pawn. 
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17 b4 .t b7 18 Iil b3 Iilhf6 
Improving the knight. After 18 ... 1:Ic8 19 

cS bxcS 20 tL'ixcS! (fighting for the eS­
square) 20 ... tL'ixcS 21 bxcS preparing 22 
�es, the passed pawn yields a clear plus. 
19." d4 

Spasov prepares tL'if3-e5 to soften up the 
dark squares in the enemy camp. The im· 

mediate 19 C5!? was a Iso interesting. 

19 ... a5!7 
Initiating a counterattacK. 19 .. .l:.c8 20 

�es tL'ixe5 21 �xes €ld7 22 �d6 leads to a 
slight edge for White. Dolmatov suggests 
19 ... i.h6!? intending 20 I:IC2 es! and the 

20(51 
A key move that converts the pawn ma­

jority into a passed pawn. 
20 ... bx(5 

In the event of 20 ... axb41? White can 

choose between the simple 21 axb4 and the 

riskier 21 c6!? �xc6 22 I:Ixc6 bxa3 23 'it'al, 
in roth cases with a slight advantage - Spa­
sov. 
21 bxcs a4! 

The immediate 21 ... Ic6?! runs into 22 
€les €lxes 23 �xes tL'idS 24 tbd4 with 

strong pressure. For this reason Dreev first 
deflects the knight from d4. 

pawn is untouchable; instead, 20 t:.bl!? 22 €l bd2 -'L c6 23 €l eSI 
followed by c4-cS seems preferable, just like Simplification will make this passed 

in the game. pawn stronger. 
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23 ... tt:) xes 24 .i xe5 €l d7 
24. .. l:t.as? loses material to 25 €lc4!, 

while after 24 ... €ldS?! 25 €le4 the weak 
squares on d6 am f6 are clearly felt 

25.id6! 
In the same spirit as the 23rd move. 

25 .. ixd67 
Black underestimates the ensuing 

passed pawn on d6. 2S ... -'Lg7! was clearly 
preferable, avoiding the exchanges am 
keeping the pawn at c4. After 26 nbl or 26 

1Oc4 White keeps a slight edge, but nothing 
more. 



26 (xd6 �dS 21 lDe41 
Creating the threat of 28 .JibS. The im­

mediate 27 i..bS?! permitted 27 ... 'it'gS!  28 
g3 :ted8 with counterplay - Spasov. 
n ..til f6 

Giving up the blockade of the passed 
pawn, but Black was short of alternatives; 
e.g. 27 ... 'it'b6 28 :to!? intending 28 ... J:lad8? 
29 1bd7! J:lxd7 30 lOf6+. 
2S lDxf6+ 'i!f xf6 

29 d1?! 
A natural advance, but 29 .Jic4!, chal­

lenging the blocker on dS first, was more 

technical; for example, 29 ... Aed8 30 .�xdS 
exdS 31 'ilt'xdS l:t.a6! 32 d7 .:I:d6 33 J:le8+ 'it'g7 
34 'iixd6! 'iltxd6 35 l:t.xd8 'iie7!  36 :dc8 
'it'xd7 37 :8c4!, followed by h2-h4, with 
good chances for victory. 

29 .. JledS 30 11 (1 'i!f b2?1 
While 30 ... 'iie7? failed to 31 'ilt'xdS, cor-

rect was 30 ...... f4! heading for d6; e.g. 31 
'it'c1 'ilt'd6 32 .JibS .Jixg2! snatching a pawn, 

with unc1earplay. 
31 'i' (1 'ili' b6?1 

31 ... 'it'xc1 32 Aexc1 ..ti8 33 f.bS 'it'e7 

was a lesser evil. with a difficult, though far 
from lost endgame. In the game the pres­
ence of queens inhibits the king transfer to 
e7. 

32 'i!f f41:t a7 33 n xa7 'i!f xa7 34 .Ji bS 'i!f as 

Pawn Play 

Or 34 ... Axd7 35 iLxd7 'ilt'xd7 36 Itc1 and 
the rook enters sooner or later with decisive 
effect. 

3S llbl 'lf b6 
If 3S .... lib3 then 36 'W'f6! followed by a 

timely 1:.c1. 
36 n b4 �(6? 

A tactical slip in a desperate position. 
37 .il. xa4 'i' (S 3S J:t bSI 

Black resigned. 
How to fight against a queenside pawn 

majority? One idea is to create activity on 
the other flank, for example by advancing 

one's own majority, a topic that we will in­
vestigate after the next game. Another op­
tion is a minority attack in order to soften 

up the enemy majority, as in the following 
example. 

Example 139 
VJvanchuk-S.Karjakin 

Wijk aan Zee 2006 

White is slightly better thanks to his 
bishop pair. Ivanchuk's following play is a 
model example of how to neutralize a 
pawn majority. 
17 .il.e3 n h(S 

After 17 ... b6?! 18 b4! cxb4 19 axb4 1:.hc8 
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20 bS! one pawn stops two with a clear ad­
vantage - IvanchuK. 
18f3 

A useful move that reinforces the e4-

pawn and enables ";'f2. In contrast, 18 b4?! 
is less suitable here due to 18 ... c4! creating 
a passed pawn. Advancing the kings ide ma­
jority by 18 f4?! is equally flawed due to 

18 ... .!i!.c619 itf3 fS! with counterplay. 
18 .. �, e6 

If 18 ... bS, then 19 O-O·O! :a.C7 20 :a.d6 is 
very strong - Ivanchuk. There can follow 
20 ... c4 21 Ithdl .i.c6 22 g4!?, preparing h2-

h4 andg4-gs with a new front. 
19 1%c1 b6 

After 19 ... c4 20 �2 bS 21 ':hdl White 
gets the upper hand; e.g., 21 ... as?! 22 f4! fS 
23 .!i!.f3, when 23 ... :tab8 fails to 24 exfs 

.'!.lxfS 25 .i.a 7. 
20 .i.a6! ];I d8 

21 b4! 
After expelling the rook from the c-file, 

White launches a minority attack in order 
to eliminate the potential passed pawn and 
clear lines towards the black queenside. 
21 ... cxb4 22 axb4 .!i!. c8 23 .!i!.e2 

Keeping the powerful bishop pair. 
23 ... .i. e6 24 cb f2 

Also tempting is 24 bS!?, fixing the black 
pawns, but Ivanchuk is not in a hurry. 
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24 ... 11 ac8 25 l:I: al! 
Exploiting the semi-open file that was 

created by b2-b4. 
25 ... .'!.l c611 

Surprisingly, this leads to a loss of a 
pawn almost by force. 25 .. J:l.d7 was a lesser 
evil, when 26l:thcl! :tdC7 27 :txC7! I:txC7 28 
.!i!.f4 ':C2 29 o:;Pe3 yields White a clear advan­
tage - Ivanchuk. 
26 il, a6! 

Again this pinprick in order to stir up 
the black defence. Now 26 ... l:I:C7? fails to 27 

Uhcl Udd7 28 .i.bS etc. 
26 .. . ];I b8 27 il b5! 

The trade of the b4-pawn for the one on 
a7 will have a weakening effect on the re­
maining pawn on b6. 
27 ... lD xb4 

If 27 ... l:tbc8 or 27 ... I:tdc8, then 28 Ithel 
with similar play. 
28 ];l xa7+ �g8 29 ];l e7! 

Preparing ':al-a7, a threat that soon 
forces Karjakin to give up the b6-pawn. 
29 ... .i.f7 30 ];l a1 ];l a8 31 ];l d1! 

Improving the rook before taking the 
pawn. less technical was 31 Uxa8?! lha8 

32 .i.xb6 ':b8! 33 ':d7 l:txb6 34 ':d8+ .i.e8 
3S .i.xe8 �8 with more chances of survival 
than in the game. 
31 ... ];l dc8 

Or 31 .... �e6 32 l:txa8 :xa8 33 l:td6! �7 

34 :txb6 with a similar game. 
32l:txa8];1 xa8 33 .i.xb6 

Now in the event of 33 ... I:tb8 White has 
the reply 34 :td6. Ivanchuk later realized his 

extra pawn. 

Now let's move over to pawn majorities 
on the kings ide. The advance of a kingside 

majority can have several positive effects, 
such as an attack on the opponent's king 
(given that he has castled short), the crea­
tion of a passed pawn, or simply increased 



central contro\. The following example 
shows the kingside pawn majority in an 
attacking context. 

Example 140 
S.Gligoric.P.Benko 

Budapest 1948 

In a Nimzo-Indian battle Black has de­
layed his natural plan of ... b6-b5, ... a7-aS, 

... bS-b4 etc, while White has made all the 
preparatory moves needed for an expan­
sion on the other flank. 

21 e41 
The pawn majority starts moving. Now 

21 ... dxe4 22 fxe4 would just give Benko ad­

ditional worries along the f-file, so he pre­
fers to keep the position closed. 

21 .. :tlfb1 22 eS tt'J d1 23 f41 
With the strong threat of 24 fS. Black 

has only one reply. 

23 ... fS 24tt'J f1! 
Clearing the way for the g-pawn. As we 

will see, Black won't be able to maintain the 
kingside blockade. Had this been the case, 
then 24 exf6 followed by f4·f5 would have 
been worth considering. 

24 ... bS 
Initiating counterplay on the queenside, 

Pawn Play 

but it is too late. Also after 24 ... tt'Jc6 2S �e3 
t;)e7 26 a4!, fan owed by iLa3 and .-f3, 
White exeTts strong pressure. 
2sl£) e3 tbb 6 26 8 41 fxg4 

The alternative try 26 ... :lf8 seems more 
tenacious, although after the reply 27 'i'f3 
�h8 28 :g2 Black's task remains very diffi­
cult. 

21 tt'J xg4 rtf8 2Sl£) f6+ ¢' hS 
Here or later, an exchange sacrifice on f6 

has the drawback of letting the white rooks 
enter along the e-file. 

29 'i'g2! 
Tying Black's pieces to the defence of the 

ds·pawn. After 29 f5 gxfs 30 tJ'xfS .-f7 he 
would have more chances of sUTvival - Gli­
goric. 

29 ... tt'J e6 
Benko prepares ... t;)e7-f5, exploiting the 

fact that 30 It'lxd5? fails to 30 ... lDxd4. 
30 'i'h3! lDd8 

Black can't complete his plan, since 
30 .. :t!t'f7 runs into 31 t;)xh7! - Gligoric. 
31.t ell 

The last piece joins the attack with deci­
sive effect. 
31 ... tt'J eS 32 'iP hl :a6 B fs! gxfs 34 �h6 

Black lost on time, but after the con­

tinuation 34 ... :f7 35 :g1 �e7 36 l%eg2 the 
game is over anyway. 
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Example 141 
J.Helisten-G.Soppe 

Pinamar 2004 

Another opening line that frequently 
produces a kingside pawn majority is the 

Exchange Variation of the Queen's Gambit. 
In the position above, White already initi­
ated the plan of f2-f3 and e3-e4 in order to 
advance his majority. Black, on the other 

hand. intends a counter-strike with ... c6-cs, 

prepared by ... :C.c8. 
14 i.xf6! 

A simple, but strong solution. White 
gives up the bishop pair in order to enable 
the advance of his kingside pawns. The 
immediate 14 e4 was less convincing due 

to 14 ... dxe4 15 fxe4 ltJg4!, when both 16 
i.xe7 the7 17 'ilfcl cS! and 16 i.cl cSl yield 
Black counterpJay on the dark squares. 

14 ... .§i. xf6 15 e4l:1: c8 
After lS ... dxe4 16. fxe4 il.xd4 17 ltJxd4 

'ilfxd4 18 il.xbS, followed by iLa4-b3. White 
is a bit better thanks to his healthier pawn 
structure - Soppe. But the prophylactic 

lS ... g6!? was interesting. Then White 
should avoid 16 es?! i.g7 17 f4 fS! with a 
successful blockade of the majority. 16 f4!, 
preparing f4-fS. seems preferable; for ex-
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ample, 16 ... dxe4 17 ltJxe4 .�g7 18 fS! with 

an initiative. 
16es! 

Getting on with the plan. 
16 .. ie7 17 f4 c5 18 dXc5 iLxcS 

After 18 ... :'xcS 19 a3 followed by 0.d4. 

White is slightly better. 
19 ;tI s 

Another good option was 19 .�e4!? with 
a direct attack on the ds-pawn. 

19 ... ': C7 20 'ii' b3 d4?1 
Black saves the pawn but also surren-

ders the e4-square. Preferable was 20 ... '8'a8 
21 tai4 'ti'a7 22 ltJce2 b4. followed by ... 'i!t'b6 
and ... as, with just a slight disadvantage. 

21 iLe41 
A key move, neutralizing the bishop on 

b7 and clearing the way for the f-pawn. 
21..,tue6 22 iLxb7 tl xb7 

23 fSI 
Resuming the advance of the pawn ma­

jority. Also interesting was 23 0e4 i.e7 24 
fS lDc.s 25 lZ)xcS iLxcS 26 e6! fxe6 27 0f4!, 
followed by iDxe6, with an improved ver­
sion of the game. 
23 ... 0gs 24 e61 

White avoids the trick 24 h4? 0.e4! 25 
ltJxe4 'i/fxh4+ and creates an advanced 
passed pawn that will make the black king 
feel uneasy. 



24 ... fxe6 25 tO f4 

The knight exploits the active f4-square 
that was just vacated by the f-pawn 
25 .. .'�· h8 

In the event of 2S ... 'it'b8 unpinning the 
d4-pawn, White has 26 tOxe6 lLJxe6 27 tt)e4! 
'ii'e5 28 tt)g5! 'iPh8 29 lbxe6 with a strong 
initiative thanks to the powerful knight. 

26 tO xe6lV xe6 27 fxe6 'i' h4 
Thus Black prevents a knight move to e4, 

though only for a moment. In the event of 
27 ... ttbe7 28 tt)e4 iLb6 29 lbg5 White enjoys 

excellent attacking prospects. 
28 'i' dS! l:t bbS 29lLJ e4 

A natural move in order to activate the 
knight. The straightforward 29 'ilixC5 dxc3 

30 bXC3 'ike7 31 11d6! was also strong. 
29 ... !l bd8 

30 'ti es! 

White again exploits the squares that 
have been vacated by his pawn advances, 
thus securing a central position for his 
queen. Now that 30 .. �a7? 31 lbd6 would 
be disastrous for Black, he has to give up 
the d4-pawn. 
30 ... iL e7 31 lbd4 .u. xd4 32 ttxd4 h6 B 

'l'es! 
The queen returns toits preferred square. 

33 .. .!l f81 
A bad idea, since the absence of rooks 

Pawn Play 

wil11eave the back rank vulnerable. The last 
chance was 33 ... lifg4 34 h3 'ikg6, touching 
the e6-pawn, although after 35 :'cl! fol­
lowed by ttc6, White is winning in the long 
run. 

34l:l xfS+ .Ji.xfS 35 g3 'i' e7 
Or 35 .. :6g4 36 e7 1i'dl+ 37 'iPg2, when 

both 37 ... 'W'e2+ 38 tt)f2! and 37 ... it.xe7 38 

'tIt'xe7 'it'e2+ 39 �h3 'ii'hS+ 40 'i'h4 lead to a 
win. In the game the knight is decisively 
regrouped to dS. 
36 �'31  iII b4 

After 36 .. :i!i'd6 37 'ii'xd6! iLxd6 38 tt)d5 
followed by �g2-f3-e4, Black is helpless. 
37 lU dS 'ii'cS? 

A last slip in time trouble, but 37 ... "C4 
38 �g2 "W'c6 39 <;t>h3 was equally desperate 

for Black. 
38 e71 �xe7 39 lU xe7 " f2 40 " b8+ 

Black resigned. 

The next example shows the advance of 

a kingside pawn majority as a way of gain­
ing space and central control. 

Example 142 
P.San Segundo-V.Kramnik 

Madrid 1993 
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Black is better, thanks to his bishop pair 
and more mobile pawn majority. However, 
a stereotypical move like 22 ... llad8?! per­
mits 23 .i.e4! neutralizing the bishop pair. 
Kramnik finds a much better option. 
22 ... f51 

A power move that restricts the white 

bishop and enables a future kingside ex­
pansion by ... g7-g6 and ... e6-es. 
23.:t el 

White prepares lLles and vacates d1 for 

the other rook. 
23 .•. Jl. f41 

Forcing the white queen to a less active 
square before taking further action. less 

convincing was 23 ... g6?! 24 tOes! or 
23 .. .'l'c6 24 llad1 g6 2S "'g5!, when 2s ... es? 
fails to 26 .i.xf5. 
24 "'e2 .-c6 

Restricting the knight on f3. The imme­

diate 24 ... g6 was a Iso strong: e.g. 2S lLle5 
:lad8 26 .:tad1 llxd1 27 .i.xd1 i.e4! renew­

ing the idea of ... e6-es. 
25 11ad17! 

This natural move doesn't do anything 
to stop Black's plan. A lesser evil was 2S ... f1 
g6 26lLles 'WO 27 "'e2, transposing to the 
previous note. 
25 ... g61 

Simple and strong. Now White can't 
stop ... e6·es, so he tries to relieve the de­
fence by a queen exchange. 
26 'I' d3 e5 27 "'dS+? 

This produces a weak pawn on d5. Pref­
erable was 27 'I'd7 e4 28 1i'xc6 .iLxc6 29 
li)d2, intending li)f1-e3, with a worse but 
not lost endgame - Kramnik. 
2] ••• 'ilhd5 28 cxd5 e4 29 g3 

The only move, since 29 lilh2? :ad8 
drops the ds-pawn. 
29 ... Jl.h61 

Kramnik avoids both 29 ... exf3?! 30 
llxe8+ llxe8 31 gxf4 with counterplay, and 
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29 ... .i.d6?! 30 li)d2, when the knight reaches 
the strong c4-square since 30 ... ihdS?? loses 

a piece after 31 lLlfl. In contrast, after the 
text 30 It)d2? .i.xdS doesn't work for White, 
so the knight is forced to a less active 
square. 

30 lbh4 :ad8 31 d6 
The pawn sacrifice 31 b4!? cxb4 32 d6 is 

well met by 32...wf8 preparing ... lle6, e.g. 
33 .i.b3 e3 34 fxe3 llxe3 with a sound extra 
pawn. 

31 ... .i.f8 32 g4 
32 d7 %te7 33 g4! was a lesser evil: for 

example, 33 ... llexd7 34 gxfs i.e7 3S llxd7 
:xd7 36lLlg2 gxfs 37 li)e3 with more coun­

terplay than in the game. 

32 ... .i.c81 
Black is not in a hurry to take the d6-

pawn, and first secures his pawn structure. 
33 gxf5 gd s 34 :dS 

White can't play 34 f3? .�xd6 35 fxe4 

due to 3S_.i.g3!. 
34 ... .: xd6 35 :edl 

Or 35 llxcS? llh6! 36 tOxfs llg6+ wins. 
3S ... :xd5 36 lbd5 .i. e6 37 lldl ¢of 7  38 
WI lli 

Too passive. 38 tOg2! was preferable, 
heading for f4: e.g. 38 ... .i.h6 39 :d6 ¢f6 40 

:c6 :c8 41 %la6 and Black still has to over· 
come some practical obstacles. 



Pawn Play 

38 ... ¢i 61 39lf) g2 �es opponent's base on e3. 
Now the black king is doing a great job 18 aSI 

supporting the pawn majority. Kramnik 
later realized his extra pawn. 

For the related exercises to this section, 

see page 337. 

Pawn chains 
A common feature in some closed and 
semi-closed openings, such as the French 
and the King's Indian, is the arrangement 

of both sides' pawns in chains. let's see 
some examples on this topic. 

Example 143 
R.Vaganian.A.Planinec 

Moscow 1975 

When attacking a pawn chain it often 
makes sense to undermine its rear points, 
as in this simple example. 
17 bSI 

Vaganian starts a queenside attack with 

a focus on the c6-pawn, which sustains the 
rest of the blacK pawn chain. 
17 .. :iIt'e6 

In contrast, Black is not even close to 

achieving a similar attack by .. .f5-f4 at the 

Preparing as-a6 in order to split the 
black pawns. less good is 18 bxc6?! bxc6 19 
.:i.:.a6ttb8. 

18 ... gs 
Planinec ignores the enemy plan and 

prepares action on "his" flank. Instead, 
18 ... cxbS? fails to 19 lbxbS with double 
threats at a7 and d6, while after 18 ... a6?! 19 
bxa6 bxa6 20 .i.xa6 na8 21 ii.b7! �xas 22 

.i.b4 Black faces a difficult task due to the 
weakc6-pawn. 
19 a6! bx a6 20 bx c6 rlx c6 21 It abl 

White's powerful 19th didn't just trans­

form the cs-pawn into a passed pawn, it 
also left the d5-pawn without protection. 
21 ... g4 22 hx g4 

Avoiding 22 h4 g3! 23 fxg3 iih6 with 
some counter play towards the base of the 

white pawn chain at e3. 
22 ... hx g4 23 g31'- fS 24 �g2 

Now White can go .tlh1 whenever 

needed. In contrast, Black can't use his 
knight on f6 in the attack due to the pro� 
!em with the ds·pawn. 
24 ... tU f8 25 'ilt' b7l:l ee6 26 'i'b81 iL h6 

Or 26 ... lb6d7 27 'W'f4 with a welcome 
queen exchange. 
27l:[ hl iL gs 28 .tl h2 g., g7 29 n bhl 
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Black's kings ide attack has been com· 
pletely neutralized, whereas his queenside 
structure remains in ruins. Vaganian sub· 

sequently realized his advantage without 
any hurry: 29 .. .lte8 30 'itxa7 lO8d7 31 'itb7 
'i'e6 32 'itb3 :b8 33 'ita2 lOf8 34 :b1! :e8 
35 IIb7 �g6 36111b3 �e7 37 IIb8! lIee8 38 
:xc8 'itxc8 39 Ah1 'i'd7 40 'itb8 lijg6 41 

'i'a8 'ite6 42 :b1 lOe7 43 :b6! lOd7 44Axc6 
lijxc6 4S 'itxa6 and the extra pawn later 
took its toll. 

Example 144 
J.Timman-G.Kamsky 

Tilburg 1990 

In this typical position from the Carc· 
Kann White enjoys more space but Black 
has no tangible weaknesses. Kamsky now 
starts a long.term attack on the white 
pawn chain on d4·e5·f4. 

18 .. ,c5! 
Undermining the base on d4 before 

White consolidates by lije2 and a·o. 
19�bl 

Here and later, 19 iDe2 is well met by 

19 ... iLbS, e.g. 20 dXc5 iLxe2! 21 'itxe2 lOxc5 
when the knight seems a bit more active 
than the bishop. On the other hand, 19 dXc5 
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lOxC5 just helps Black in improving his 
knight. 
19 ... �b8 20 a3 'it'b6! 

Increasing the pressure on d4. Now the 
positional threat of 21... cxd4 22. 'it'xd4 

'W'xd4 23. :xd4 :xh1 24. iLxh1 AhB forces 
White to release the tension. 
21 dxcSlOxcS 22 'W'd4 �c6! 

Preparing ... t'Od7 in order to keep fight· 
ing for the dark squares in the centre. 

23 i.f3 
If 23 fS, attacking the black base on e6, 

then 23 ... lOd7 24 'itf4 ':xh1 25 lhh1 d4! 26 

iDe4 'itC7 with annoying pressure on the e5· 
pawn. 
23 .. .lbd1 24 lLJe2 

This natural move keeps both the d4· 

square and the h·file under control. Even 
so, we will soon see why White should have 
preferred 24 'i'xb6 lOxb6 25 g5 !  iDc4 26 
tlxh8 AxhB 27 Ah1 with just a slight disad· 

vantage. 
24 .. .'fhd4 25 lLJxd4 

2S ... g51 
A ]Xlwelful blow that destroys the reo 

mainder of the white pawn chain and con­
verts the e6-pawn into a passed pawn. 
26 fxgs fOxes 21 Ahel 

Aware of the long-term inferiority of his 
position, Timman looks for counterplay. 



27 ... lbg6 28 c4 tlhg8 
Preparing an attack on the weak g5-

pawn. 

29 tle31 
Ena bling a future check on b3. 

29 .•• lbe7 30 lbxe6+ bxe6 31 exds exds 32 
tlel tld7?! 

With 32 ... .:IcB! 33 .:Ib3+ �aB Black could 
have finished off the enemy attack 

33 .i.e2 :xgs 34 iLa6? 
Correct was 34 .:Ib3+! l:lb7 35 llbc3 :gB 

36 ..ta6 :'b6 37 nc7! with sufficient coun­
terplay for a draw - Kamsky. 
34 ... .:Id6! 

Now Black is ready to meet 3S .:Ib3+ by 
3S_.11b6, thus neutralizing White's attack 
The game continued 35 ..te2 llc6 36 llfl 
IIg7 37 lIel3 IS 38 g,ls 11l,IS 39 il.d3 I1ld6 

40 lle3 :'e7 41 l:(fel lbeB! 42 .:Ies lba 43 

il.IS �(8 44 il.g4 �d7 45 IIgs "'d6 and 
Black later realized his extra pawn. 

Example 145 
I.Nunn-K.Bischoff 

Hamburg 1984 

In a French battle Black has just played 
.... �d7-b5 in order to swap his "bad" bishop. 
Nunn finds an excellent reply. 

Pawn Play 

18 lbel1 
This retreat doesn't just enable a recap­

ture with the knight on d3. it also prepares 
f4·f5 with an attack on the black pawn 
chain. 

18 ... tle8 19 �xe8 lbbxe8 

20 f4 
The strength of the f4-f5 plan is further 

emphasized by the location of the black 
king on f8. In the following, Bischoff tries to 
solve this problem by a king march to the 
other flank 

20 ...... d7! 21 g4 
21 fS!? exfs 22 g4 was a more straight­

forward option. when 22 ... fxg4? fails to 23 
e6. 

21. .• �e8 22 fS lbb6?! 
Preferable was 22 ... �dB. carrying on 

with the plan; e.g. 23 fxe6 fxe6 24 :f7 :g8 
or 23 lbg2 <;;C7 24 lbf4 :'f8 with just a slight 

disadvantage - Nunn. 
23lbg2 .i.xd3? 

This lets the white queen switch to the 
more promising bl·h7 diagonal. with ac­
cess to the potential weakness on g6. 
23 .. :fB was correct. safeguarding f7 before 
resuming the king march. 

'4 .xd3 il.g5 
If 24 ..... bS. then 25 "bl! with the threat 

of 26 fxe6 fxe6 27 "g6+. With the text 
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Black gets ready to swap a potential knight 
on f4. 

2s lLlf3 &4 26 lLlxg5 hxgs 
Since 26 ... lLlxb2 fails to 27 fxe6!, White 

manages to keep the bishop on the board, 
which will now help him in winning a 
pawn. 

27 iLC1lLlbS 28 iLxgs exfs 
After 28 ... lLlbxa3 29 f6 the h-pawn de­

cides the ga me. 

291ilf41 
Initiating a final attack on the black 

king. 
29 .. , fxg4 30 e6 fxe6 31l:1e11 

The natural 31 'iig6+?! permits 31 .. :""f7 
32 'itxf7+ ¢1xf7 33 lLlg6+ ¢1e8 34 lLlxh8 
lLlxd4 with complications. but 31 lbg6 :g8 

32 lLle7 was also strong - Nunn. 
31 ... lLlc7 32 lLlxe61 lOxe6 B .fS 

In view of the conclusion 33 ... ii'f7 34 
Dxe6+ ¢f8 35 l:I:e8+! ¢1xe8 36 'itc8 mate. 

Black resigned. 

The attack at the base of the opponent's 
pawn chain isn't necessarily associated to 

the creation of a weak pawn. Often the goal 
is less specific: to open a new front. create 
activity. etc, just like Nunn's f4-fS in the 
prev;ous example. The following example is 

a similar case. 

18z 

Example 146 
V.Zvjaginsev·J.Polgar 

FIDE World Championship. 
Las Vegas 1999 

In this position from the Petrosian 

Variation of the King's Indian, White is 
slowly preparing a queenside advance by 
b2-b3, a2-a3 and b3-b4, while Black aims at 
creating activity on the other flank. 
11, .. h6 

Clearing a retreat square for the knight 
as a preparation for .. .f7-fS. 
12 �e3 

After 12 .�.h4 lOh7 Black can consider 

the additional plan of ... h7-hS and ... .i.h6. 
improving the fianchettoed bishop before 
taking further action. 

12 ... lOh7 13 b3 
The immediate 13 a3 is interesting as 

well, since 13 ... a4 permits 14 lObS! with an 
attack on the a4-pawn. 
13 .. .f5 

A key move in the King's Indian. Black 
gains space and prepares future actions on 
the kings ide. 
14f3 

If 14 exfs. then 14 ... gxfs, taking the e4· 
square from the white pieces with ... lOf6 



and ..... g6 as a possible follow-up. 
14 .•. 1016 

When attacking pawn chains there of­
ten appears a choice whether to capture at 
the opponent's base or advance the attack­

ing pawn one step further. In this particular 
case, the first option with 14 .. .fxe4?! makes 
little sense after 15 lOdxe4. when the e4-
square turns into a strong base for the 
white pieces. On the other hand. 14 .. .f4 15 

�f2 g5, preparing an attack on the "new" 
base on f3. deserves attention. and this is 
indeed a typical plan in the King's Indian. 
There can folk>w 16 a3 lOf6 17 b4 axb4 18 
axb4 when both 18 ... b6 19 lObS!. intending 

l:.al with an indirect attack on 0. and 
18 ... h5 19 c5 g4 20 cxd6 c)(d6 21 1Oc4, with 
double threats at d6 and b6. seem to favour 
White. In conclusion. neither 14 ... he4 nor 

14 .. .f4 is fully satisfactory at this moment. 
so Polgar's flexible 14 ... lOf6 is more reason­
able. saving either of these options for a 
more suitable occasion. 

15 a3liJc5 
Improving the knight before it is re­

stricted by b3-b4. 

16 b4 axb417 axb4 ttJa4 

White is now considerably closer to the 

desired c4-c5 advance. at the cost of some 
blacK counterplay along the a-file. 

Pawn Play 

18liJxa4 
After 18 tfc2 liJxC3 19 ")(C3. both 19 .. .f4 

20 ..i.f2 g5 and 19 ... liJh5!? 20 l:.fe1liJf4 21 
..i.f1 g5 lead to black counterplay -

Huzman. 
18 ... l:lxa4 19 c5 jLb5! 

Black avoids the trick 20 c6 and again 
e)(ploits the space vacated by the oppo· 
nent's pawn moves in order to improve his 

pieces. Actually Bischoff applied a similar 
idea by ... �e7-g5 in the previous game. 

20 l:.e17! 
This lets Black take the initiative by his 

next strong move. 20 �C4! was preferable, 
when both 20 .. .l:.a3 21  'ilt'e2 and 20 ... ..i.)(C4 
21 liJ)(C4 fxe4 22 c)(d6! favour White. Thus 

Black should in turn prefer 20 .. .fxe4 21 fl<e4 
..i.xc4 22 lOxC4 lOxe4. when 23 tfd3 lOf6 24 
c)(d6 cxd6 25 lOxd6 'i'd7 26 liJe4 leads to a 
slight advantage - Huzman. Interestingly, 

in this variation both pawn chains were 
reduced to one single isolated pawn. 
20 .. ..:a3121 �xb5 'ii'xb5 22 'ii'e2 

Renewing the idea of 23 lbc4. which 
forces Black to swap queens. 
22 ..... xe2 23 1be2 fxe41 

Finally Polgar goes for the first option 

outlined in the comment to the 14th move. 
in order to intensify her kings ide initiative. 
This is a good moment for the capture on 
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e4, since White can't reply 24 tDxe4? due to 
24 ... tl'!xd5. 
24 fxe4 li)g4 25 'ubel 

Black also keeps the initiative after 2 5  
�b3 lLlxe3 2 6 l:txe3l:ta2! or 2 5  iLf2 'ua2 26 
ii.g3 h5!, preparing ... iLh6 - Huzman. 

25 .. .1:a41 
A precise move that emphasizes White's 

main problems in this part of the game: his 
queenside pawns have become vulnerable, 

and the original plan of attacking the base 
on d6 is no longer realistic. We saw a few 
similar cases of a space advantage turning 

into a liability in 5tolz-Hellsten and Miles­
Byrne (the 29 ... ,UdS subline). 
26 cxd6 cxd6 27 iLb6 

27 �C4l:txb4 2Sli)xd6? fails tactically to 

2S ... lLlxe3 29 l:txe3 l:tdS, while after 27 b5 
%lcS Black enjoys a strong initiative. 
27 .. .1:c8! 

Polgar avoids 27 ... ,Uxb4? 28 ii..C7 ,Uf6? 29 
h3 and prefers to bring her second rook into 

the queenside attack. 
28 iLas h5 

It transpires that the "bad" bishop has 
a n excellent future on h6. 
29,U11 

This doesn't seem very constructive, but 
after 29 lDf3 iLh6 30 h3 it:lf6 White's posi­
tion is also unpleasant. 
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29 ... iLh6 30 h3 �e3 31'ufe1?! 
Relatively better was 31 ,Uf6 'ual+ 32 

�h2 'uc2 33 l:txg6+ Wh7 34 :xh6+! �xh6 35 
l:xe3 l:txd2 with a difficult, though not yet 

lost endgame. 
31 .. loC2 32 11c1 ¢>g7 

Enabling a future ... ttJd4, if necessary. 
Anyway, with White completely tied up, the 
position plays itself. 
33 �hl h41 34l!f1 Jl.f4 3511lf3 g5 36 Jl.d8?! 

Themore sober 36 l:tbl can be answered 

in the same way. 

36 ... �d4! 37 lOxd4 exd4 
This passed pawn is decisive. 
38 iLb6 ,Uxb4 39 iLa5 d3! 40 iLxb4 dxe2 

41 :e1l:tc4 0-1 
In view of 42 .. .l:xe4 and 43 ... ii..g3. 



The attack on the opponent's pawn 
chain can also be directed at its front, an 
idea that we have already come across in 
Sasikiran-lljushin (f2-f3) and Kamsky­
Kasparov ( ... 0-c6). Here is one more exam­
ple on this topic. 

Example 147 
A.Kunte·L.Ravi 

Indian Champion.h ip. 
Mumbai 2000 

Caro-Kann Defence (810) 

1 e4 e6 2 d3 
White avoids 2 d4 with a mainstream 

Caro-Kann, and instead sets up a King's 

Indian Attack. 
2 ... dS 3 I1ld2 oS 4 I1lgf3 I1ld7 S g3 I1lgf6 6 
.itg2 �d6 7 0-0 a-a 

8 b3 
8 ne1 ne8 9 C3 is a more frequent con­

tinuation. In the game White hurries to de­
ploy his bishop on the long diagonal in or­
derto put pressure on the e5-pawn. If Black 
later tries to restrict this bishop by ... d5-d4 
and ... c6-c5, then he will have lost a few 

tempi compared to a normal King's Indian 
with reversed colours. 
S ... l:.eS 9 .itb2 'ilS'e7 

Pawn Play 

The immediate 9 ... d4 is well met by 10 
li)h4!, preparing f2-f4, in the same spirit of 

Polgar's .. .f7-f5 in the previous example. 
There can follow 10 ... 'i'0 11li)c4 i.f8 12 f4 
c5 13 a4! (reinforcing the knight on (4) 
13 ... exf4 14 gxf4 lOb6 15 h3 (preventing 

li)g4-e3) 15 ... li)xc4 16 bXc4 g6 17 iLC1 iLg7 

18 'ilff3 'iWe7 19 'iff2 li)d7 20 i.d2 lOf8 21 
1:tae1 iLd7 22 f5! with an initiative in 
K.Rathna karan-Pr.Roy, New Delhi 2009. 
10 ne1 d4 

Black finally resorts to this advance, 

which gains some space and restricts the 
bishop on b2. In contrast, 10 ... dxe4 11 dxe4, 
followed by lik:4 or lOfl-e3-f5. should yield 
White a slight advantage, while the flexible 

10 ... lLlf8 permits 11 exd5 cxd5 12 c4! with 
some initiative, e.g. 12 ... d4 13 C5! followed 
by 14 nc1 and l!k4. 
11 e3! 

With the rook on e1 a nd the black queen 
on 0 the plan with f2-f4 becomes less fea­
sible, so White prefers to attack the black 
pawn chain at its front. 
11 ... dxe3 

After 11 ... c5 12 nc1 Black probably has 
to capture on c3 anyway, with a transposi­
tion to the game. 
12 .ft.xe3 e5 

As a result of the c2-c3 advance BlacK 
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gained a protected square on d4, but with 
the knight on d7 it is not easy for him to 
exploit it. On the other hand, the clearance 

of the c-file and the al-h8 diagonal will 
soon prove useful to White. 

13 1:e1 'ifd8 
An understandable retreat in order to 

avoid d3-d4 or b3-b4, but 13_.bS. taking the 
c4-square from the knight, was probably a 
better choice. 
14liX4 i.e7 15 a4 as?1 

This merely helps secure the white 
knight on c4, where it will tie its colleague 
on d7 to the defence of the e5-pawn forthe 
rest of the game. 15 ... b6 was a lesser evil, 
with a remote hope of ... a7-a6 and ... b6-bS. 
16 'W'd21 

Heading for b2 to step upthe pressure. 
16 .. .::ta6 17 'ifb2 'ii'e7 18 tOe) ne6 19 lOfS 
"d8 20 lOd2! 

The other knight "inherits" c4 and clears 
the way for a future f2-f4 advance. 
20 ... 86 

The further course of the game suggests 

that Black does better without this natural 
move, perha ps by 20 .. .lof8 21 �4IOg6. 
21lOe3 lOf8 nl!lde4 106d7 23llJdS b6 

24 f41 
Softening up the al-h8 diagonal to­

wards the black king. 
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24 ... f6 
If 24 ... exf4 25 gxf4 lOe6, trying to relieve 

the tension by ... �4, then 26 i.f6! and 

White wins material. 
2S 1:f1.i.b8 2611f2 it.b7 21l:cf1 exf4 

A positional surrender, but the pressure 
on Black's position was unbearable. White 
could. even increase it by i.h3, if needed. 
28 gxf4 f5 29 i.h8! 

A decisive blow that helps secure the f6-

square. 

29 ... lOe6 30 exfs gds 31 i.f6! 'it'e8 32 i.f3 
More pieces join the attack. 

32 ... lOd4 33 Ilg2+ ¢'f8 34 .i .xd4 exd4 35 

'it'xd4 
In this desperate posihon. Black re­

signed. 

Example 148 
I.Helisten-I.Nikoloitsos 

Athens 2002 

The following position shows a different 

kind of pawn chain. with double fronts (C5 
and es) on Black's side, and double bases 

(C4 and e4) on White's side, so to speak. In 
such a structure. both players are typically 
aiming at a pawn breakthrough on the b­

file or the f·file. 



15 h3! 
Before taking concrete action it makes 

sense to rule out ... �f6-g4 or ... �c8-g4, 
since any piece exchange would make 
Black's position a little less cramped. 
15 ... 'i'e7 16 IIde1 

White slowly prepares the key advance 
f2-f4, which would be premature at this 
point due to the pressure on e4. 

16 ... �d7?1 
This leaves the knight on f6 without its 

preferred retreat square. 16 ... a6 was pref· 

erable, when White can consider both the 
restrictive 17 a4 and the more ambitious 17 
a3!?, preparing b2-b4. 
17 �11l:ab8 

Black is just one move from achieving 
... b7-bS, but White gets in first on "his" 
flank. 
18f41 b6 

Settling for an inferior pawn structure. 

After 18 .. .exf4? 19 �xf4 Black can't stop a 
crushing 20 eS on the next move. In con· 
trast, had he refrained from 16 .. .iid7 two 
moves ago, then 19 ... �d7! would be possi­

ble at this moment, heading for the block­
ing square on eS. 
19fxe5 dxe5 20 �f2! 

The bishop is regrouped to h4 to inter· 
fere with Black's play. After 20 l::.e2?! l:f8! 

Pawn Play 

21 lIef2 �e8, followed by ... lOc:i6, the latter 
has no major problems. 
2o ... i.e8 21 �h4 

Another good option was 21 �.g3 lOc:i7 
22 �bS! a6 23 lOa7 i.b7 24 .i&.a4! followed 

by.;),6. 

21...a6 
At this point Black isn't really preparing 

... b6·bS anymore, but simply aims to avoid 
�C3-bS whenever the queen moves out of 
the pin on the M-d8 diagonal. 
22 a4 

Neither is White trying to stop ... b6·bS, 
but rather intends a4-aS to soften up the 
cs·pawn. 
22 ..... d6 23 .f21 

Eyeing both the cS and f7 pawns. 

23 ... l:b7 
The optimistic 23 ... gS 24 �.g3 h4 2S .i.h2 

�f8, preparing ... lOg6-f4, fails to 26 as! bS 
27 b4!, when both 27 ... cxb4 28 cS and 

27 ... bXc4 28 bxcS are fatal for Black. 

24 a51 
softening up the remainder of Black's 

pawn chain. 
24 ... bxa5 25 i.a4 ':U8 26 �e6 

Before taking the cs-pawn White im· 

proves his pieces. The immediate 26 lOxcS?! 
permits 26 .. �C7 27 i&.c6 gS! 28 �.g3 h4 29 
i.h2 g4! with unnecessary counterplay. 
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Z6 ... ltb3 Z1 Itez tbd1 z8 ,)txd1 .ltxd1 Z9 
li:lX(5 

Now the connected passed pawns are 
decisive. The game continued 29 .. oUb4 30 
li:lxd7 'Ilf'xd7 31 cS fS 32 c6 'i'd6 33 "a7! 

(with the double threat of i.e7 and i.f2-CS) 
33 ... :I:I.f7 34 '8'xa6 gs 3S i.f2 fxe4 36 'i'xas 
'B'b8 37 �xe4 and White soon won. 

Example 149 
M.Gurevich-J'piket 
Wijk aan Zee 2002 

Here is a more complex example featur­
ing a similar pawn structure. In the coming 
middlegame battle it is far from clear who 
is going to advance on which flank, and 
when! 

10 a4?1 
Thus White prevents ... b7-bS but also 

harms the future plan of b2-b4, since after 
the subsequent ... cSxb4 he won't have the 
response a3xb4 at his disposal, thus Black 
gains a stronghold on cS. 

More flexible was 10 0-0, when the ag­

gressive 10 ... bS?! backfires after 11 cxbS 
axbS 12 lbxbs lbxe4 13 lba7! - Piket. More 
balanced continuations are 10 ... lbhS 11 

:el lbf4 12 .lif!, followed by g2-g3, or 
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10 ... lbe8 11 b4 b6 12 Ilb1, in both cases 
with a slight white advantage. 
10 ... �h5 

Black takes some initial actions on the 
kings ide, with focus on the f4-square. 
l1 lbez 

After 11 g4?! lbf4 12 il.xf4 exf4 13 ti'd2 

ilf6 14 �xf4lbes Black gets excellent com­

pensation for the pawn. 
11 ... g6 12 g4 

Gaining some space and complicating 
the .. .f7-fS breakthrough. On the other 
hand, White's own f2·f4 advance becomes 

less feasible. 
12...l1lg7 13 il.h6 11lf6 

In a cramped position like this one, the 
search for harmony between one's pieces is 
essential. Here the knight is heading for g8 
or e8-c7, whereas the d7·square is better 

exploited by the bishop. 

14lbg3 ¢:'h8 15 '1'(2 
After the alternative 1S 'it'e2 .ltd7 fd­

lowed by 16 ... 'tII'e8, the ... b7-bS advance is 
a Iso i nevita ble. 

15 ..• Jl.d7 
In the absence of a knight on 0, White 

is unable to stop the liberating ... b7·bS ad· 
vance. 
16 a5 b51 

Afirst sign that Black is doing well. 
11 axb6 'it'xb6 18 na2 a51 

Grabbing some more space before 
White manages to play .lid2·as. 
19 .ltd2 a4 20 i.(3 lbg8! 

Now that several white pieces are busy 

on the queenside, Black slowly prepares 
.. .17·15. 
Zlna3 

Ruling out 'ii'b3, but Black might not 
have been interested in a queen exchange 
anyway, considering the uncettain destiny 
of White's king. 

21 ... :b7 22 ¢:'i1 i.d8 23 ¢:'g2 'it'(7 24 'ifdz 



24 ... fS! 
After several preparatory moves Black 

finally unleashes this key breakthrough, 
one that will generate great activity on the 
kingside. 
25 exfs gxfs 26 .ic2 

Gurevich wisely desists from 26 gxfS?! 

tOxfs 27 .ixfS .ixfS 28 ':xa4 "g7, followed 
by ... .:bf7, with strong counterplay - Stohl. 
Here we can see the viTtue of 21 ... J:[b7 and 
22 ... .id8 as a preparation for the doubling 

of rooks on the f·file. 
26 ... tDe7 

Heading for the protected square at f4. 
Premature was 26 ... e4? 27 tDg5 and Black's 

position collapses. 
27 ilh6 

After 27 .ixa4 tDg6 28 .ixd7 "xd7 29 g5 
e4! 30 tDg1 tDh4+ 31 �1 �g8 the game 
becomes very complex, where Black's safer 
king might be a telling factor in the long 
run. 
27 ... tDg6 28 tDgS! 

Forcing the departure of Black's power­
ful dark-squared bishop. The tempting 28 
tDhs tDxh5 29 gxh5 backfires after 29 . . .  .:f6! 

- Piket. 
28 ... .ixgs 29 "xgs ':b4! 

An ingenious sacrifice to create activity 
on all parts of the board. 

Pawn Play 

30 gxfS? 
A tact)cal oversight in time trouble. 30 

.ixb4?! cxb4 31 J:[aal "xc4 was equa1Jy 
unfavourable, but 30 b3! axb3 31 .ixb3 
kept the balance. 
30 ... .ixfS! 

Possible thanks to the tactic ... tDg6-h4+. 

31 tDxfS tDxfS 32 h4 
White gives up a pawn in order to pre­

vent a knight check on h4. Both 32 .ixf5 

':xf5 33 "g4 ':f4 and 32 �xb4 cxb4 33 ':g3 
tDgh4+ lead to much greater difficulties. 
32 .. .l::txC4! 

Piket has calculated that the knight on 

fS can be recovered quickly. 
33 h5? 

The last chance was 33 �xf5 .. f7 34 
�xes+! tDxes 35 ':g3 "xd5+ 36 f3 with an 
inferior, but defendable position. 

B ... il)f4+ 34 �h2 h6 35 "g4 ng8! 
Now White has to give up his queen. 

36 �xfS J:[xg4 37 .ixg4 "e7! 38 i.e1 
At this point Black played 38 ... J:[C1?! and 

eventually converted his advantage into a 
win. However, by 38 ..... h4+! 39 .�h3 :C1!, 
preparing 40 .. ..:xe1, he could have won on 
the spot: e.g. 40 ':g3 ':xe1 411lxe1 tDxh3 42 

':xh3 'it'xf2+ - Piket. 

For the related exercises, see page 338. 
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Dynamics 
In the first chapter I defined dynamic play 
as the one that creates new elements in the 
position, such as open files, weak squares, 
passed pawns, etc. Usually it is performed 
by pawn moves and occasionally by ex­

changes. According to that definition, this 
whole chapter is in fact filled with dynamic 
operations, as well as the section on "dy­
namic exchanges" in the previous chapter, 
and many other parts of the book. Thus it is 

rather difficult to separate dynamics from 
other strategical concepts, since it is con­
stantly present in the battle. Anyway, in the 
following section we will have a look at 

some dynamic operations of a more radical 
nature, with a great impact on the strategi­
cal balance ofthe position. 

Example 150 
J.Garcia Padron-M.Suba 

las Palmas 1979 

The Hedgehog structure is a good start­
ing point when discussing the role of dy­
namics. Despite an evident space disadvan­
tage, Black's position has a lot of dynamic 

potential, based mainly on the pawn ad­
vances ... d6-dS and ... b6-bs. Once he 
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achieves any of these advances, the posi­
tion tends to change drastically, with a flO­
table increase of activity among his forces. 

21lLlde2? 
This knight retreat generates an attack 

on the d6-pawn; however, it also lets Black 
launch one of the pawn advances men­
tioned above. Perhaps White should have 

looked for a better destiny for his queen, a 
piece that often becomes exposed in the 

Hedgehog. 21 'ii'e2?! runs into the other key 
advance 21...d5! with the rook x-raying the 
queen along the e-file, but 21 =e1, followed 
by ncd1 and 'ilt'c1-a1, or even =e2 and 'iir'e1, 

was a more cautious option. 
21 ... bS! 

Romanian GM Mihai Suba is one of the 
pioneers in the Hedgehog, and he probably 

didn't think for a long time about this 
move. 
22 (xb5 

After 22 'ilfxd6 bXC4 White ends up with 

a weak pawn on b3. 
22 ... axb5 23 f3 

Securing the e4-pawn. This time 23 
'tr'xd6 is well met by 23 ... b4 24 llJa4 llJxe4, 

when Black obtains a superior pawn struc· 
ture and considerable activity for his pieces. 
Even so, after 25 'it'xb8 l1xb8 White at least 
manages to swap the queens, thus reduc­

ing some of Black's initiative. 
23 ... b41 24 lLla4 d5 

This and the previous pawn advance are 
often executed in sequence, in order to dl­
vert the white knight from the centre be­

fore striking there. 
25 exds �xd5 

In less than five moves, the position has 
changed noticeably. White no longer enjoys 

a space advantage, and most of his pawns 
can be considered as weaknesses. Mean­
while, Black's pieces remain harmoniously 
placed. 



26 llJd4 =a6 

Avoiding n lbc6 with an unfavourable 
exchange. Of course 26 ... it'b7 was also pos­
sible; however, Suba prefers to keep his 
queen on the h2-b8 diagonal where it eyes 
the weak g3-pawn. 
27 11112 <llh5 

By the threat of 28 ... lbxg3 29 'iWxg3 �es 
Black provokes new weaknesses in the en­
emy camp. Even so, the straightforward 
n ... est followed by 28 ... e4 led to a bigger 
advantage - Suba. 

2814 <lldI6?1 
Now the knights become rather piled up 

on the kingside, and the white knight on a4 
gains access to cS. By 28 ... lLlhf6t?, preparing 
... hS-h4, Black maintained a pleasant edge. 

Pawn Play 

29 �6 'i'b1 30 lbe5 =aa8 31 lDcSl 'iWb8 32 
g41 

Allowing a powerful combination. Correct 
was 32 .i.d4, covering a2, when 3L�xg2. 33 
'lltxg2ll:kl.S leads to a roughly equal game. 
32 ... �xf4! 33 'ibf4 1ba2 34 =C2 

After 34 iLlcd7 iDxd7 3S Wxf7+ �h8 
White can't give mate by 36 lbxg6+ since 
his knight is pinned - 5uba. 

34 ... =xb2! 
The key move in Black's combination, 

which exploits White's vulnerability along 
the h2-b8 and al-ha diagona ls. 
35 lbb2 tOxg4+ 36 thg4 'iihes+ 31 Itt·hl 
'i'xb2 

Black ended up with several extra 
pawns, and the rest is easy. 

38 ioxdS exds 39 'lltd1 Ae2 40 'lltd8+ iof8 
41 'i'b8 'i'c2 

White resigned. 

Example 151 
R.Hiibner-G.Kasparov 

Tilburg 1981 

Here is another example from the same 
Hedgehog structure, where the location of 
the black knight on c5 adds some extra 
power to a potential ... b6·b5 or ... d6-dS ad-
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vance. If White chases the knight away by 
23 b4?!. then after 23 ... lLlcd7 he gets a prob­
lem with the c4-pawn. 

23 iLb2 
This lets Black transform the position to 

his favour by a series of strong pawn 
moves. Instead. Kasparov suggests the pro­
phylactic 23 �d2!? when both the solid 
23 ..... a8 and the more aggressive 23 ... e5!? 
24 lL\C2 bS! come into consideration. In  the 
latter case there can follow 2S lOdS bXC4!? 
26 lLle7+ c,Wh7 27 lOxc8 �xc8 with pressure 
on e4 and b3. or 25 cxb5 a)(bs 26 lOb4 (not 
26 lOxbS?! lOhe4) 26 ..... a8 27 lOcdS lOxdS 
28 lLl)(dS ihdS 29 e)(dS fS!. preparing ... eS­
e4. with some dark square dominance. 
23 ... bSI 

19] 

24 nbS 

The intermediate 24 b4? fails to 

24 ... b)(C4! 2S bxcS dxcS with a pin along the 
d-file. 
24 ... dSI 25 exd5 

Both 25 es? lOfe4 and 25 b)(a6? . lha6 26 
1:d2 d)(e4 favour Black - Kasparov. 
2S ... lLlxdS 

The previous pawn advances have led to 
a complete activation of Black's forces. 
26 lLlxdS iLxd5 27 b41 

Faced with the threat of ... e6-es. Hubner 
defends resourcefully. After the passive 27 
l:d2?! a)(bs Black has much the better 
game. 
27 ... iLxg2 28 �xg2 

28 ... eSI 
Kasparov e)(ploits every possible re­

source Tn the position. Now this pawn is 
soon converted into a powerful passed 
pawn. 
29 bxcS exd4 30 l:d2?! 

White should have held on to his c-pawn 
by 30 'i'd3! a)(bS 31 1:a with just a slight 
disadvantage - Kasparov. In contrast. 30 
b)(a6? backfires after 30 ... d3!. 
30 .. ..:xcS 31 bxa6 "l'a8+ 32 '-0 'i'xa6 

Black has emerged from the complica­
tions with a pleasant advantage. 
33 1:ed1 1US 34 "e4 .. a41 



Now 35 .i.xd4? Is met by 3S ... IHdS. 
35 a3 lte8?! 36 "'b7 .ud81 

After discovering that 36 ... :e2?! 37 Uxe2 
"'xdl permits 38 "'c8+ �h7 39 "'C2! with a 
probable draw, Kasparov starts all over 
again. 
37 Itd3 h5! 

Opening a new kingside front, an idea 
that was already possible two moves ago. 
38 :1d2 "'e81 

Preparing 39 .. 1tb8 to divert White's 
queen from the long diagonal. 
39 <;'wI? 

This lets Black unleash a strong combi· 
nation. 39 'it'h2 was correct, vacating the 
g2-square for the queen, when 39 ... h4!? 40 
'i'g2 IUdS followed by ... .i.eS keeps up the 
pressure; whereas 39 .i.xd4? again failed to 
39 ... lIfd5. 
39, .. ltb8 40 "'c7 Uxb2! 41 :xb2 "'e4 

White's king i s  in great trouble. 
42 "'c4 "'hl+ 43 �e2 "'g11 44 Itb8+ 

The immediate 44 f4 loses a rook to 
44 ..... g2+. 
44 ... �h7 45 f4 h4! 

A final destruction of the white king's 
shelter. 
46 l1b5 

Or 46 :bb3 1:lf6! 47 <;Pd2 "'g2+! 48 ¢'d1 
'if'hl+ 49 ¢'d2 :c6 and wins - Kasparov. 
46 ... ltxb5 47 "'xbS hxg3 48 'W'g5 "'f2+ 49 
�dl 'W'fl+ 

White resigned, since both 50 �d2 g2 51 
Ug3 .i.h6! and 5 0 ¢'C2 "'e2+ 51 Ild2 d3+ 52 
<;PCl "'el+ lead to defeat. 

Example 152 
A.Che'nin-A.Miles 

Tunis Interzonal 1985 

Here is a n example from a n earlier stage 
of the game. Black is just a few moves away 

Pawn Play 

from achieving .... i::ld7, ... i4e7 and ... 0-0 with 
a oormal battle. Thus Chernin hurries to 
transform the position by means of a 
strong pawn sacrifice. 

12e51 
Clearing the e4-square for the knight 

and, in a longer perspective, converting the 
ds·pawn into a passed pawn. 
12 ... dxes 

Declining the sacrifice by 12 ...... e7 per· 
mits 13 e6! i4xf3 14 ll'Ixf3 fxe6 15 "'g6+ 
... f7 16 "'xe6+ "'xe6+ 1 7  dxe6 /{k6 18 .i.c4 
with a clear advantage in the endgame -
Chernin. 
13 lOe4 ... f4 

The only way of ha nging on to the eS' 
pawn, since both 13 ...... fS? 14 h3!, intend· 
ing 15 lOd6+, and 13 ...... e7?! 14 d6 "'e6 15 
.i.c4 are terrible for Black. 
14 1ilfdz 

White reinforces e4. enables a future 
lOC4. and sets up the threat of 15 g3 .. fS 16 
h3. 
14 ... .1<1511 

This leads to a difficult game after 
White's strong reply. A safer alternative 
was 14 ... hS, vacating the h6-square for the 
queen, when 15 Q)c4 "'h6 16 tt:'ixe5 restores 
the material balance with some advantage 
for White. 
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15 �.d3! 
The simplest choice. Once these bishops 

are exchanged Black will suffer on the light 
squares. 
ls ... �xe4 

After 15 ... iDd7 16 g3 'iifg4 17 d6! 'ii'g6 1S 
0·0 the d6·pawn has a hampering effect on 
Black's development. 
16 iDxe4 iDd7 17 g3 

The simple 17 0-0 was also strong; e.g. 
17 .. .f5 1S g3, when both 1S ... 'i!t'f3 19 iDd2 
'iltxd5 20 . Ihf5 and 1S ... 'iifg4 19 f3 'iWh5 20 
g4!. intending 20 .. .fxg4? 21 iDf6+, leave 
Black in big trouble. In the game Chernin 
prefers a direct attack 
17 .•. 1ifg4 18 h31!fh5 

19 d6! 
A key advance, which prevents ... :lLe7 

and clears the a2-gS and h1-aS diagonals 
for the white pieces. 
19 .. :lIg6 

19 . .f5 runs into 20 tDxC5! ncs 21 .ltxf5!. 
while the preparative 19 ... 1:1(S fails to 20 
�xa6 - Makarychev. 
20ndl 

Instead of complicating things by 20 
iDxC5?! -.xd6, Chernin simply reinforces his 
position. 
20 ... b3 21 'i'e2! 

Avoiding 21 'ii'xb3 f5 with a glimpse of 
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counterplay for Black 
21 ... fS 22 g41 

Another power move that softens up the 
b1-h7 diagonal. Now 22 .. .fxe4? obviously 
loses the exchange after 23 i.xe4. 
22 ... e4 23 �.bl fxg4 

This permits a decisive invasion on the 
queenside. but after 23 .. J�.cS 24 iDg3 Black's 
position also collapses. 
24 'i'xe4 'i'f1 2S 'i'e6 l:ld8 26 hxg4 g6 21 

iDeSI 
Preparing SLe4·d5, a mong other things. 

27 .. Jlg8 28 .i.e4 j.g7 29iDxa6 1Wf4 30iDe7+ 
�7 31 'i'e4+I1t>f6 32 iDdS+ 

Black resigned. 

Example 153 
Y.Razuvaev·K.Honfi 

Cienfuegos 1976 

Dynamic play is also possible with less 
material on the board. In the above posi· 
tion, can you find anything better than the 
natural 16l:.fd1 - ? 
16eSI 

A surprising advance that aims at creat­
ing a passed pawn on the c-file. 
16 ... dxeS?1 

With hindsight it easy to suggest the 



pragmatic 16 . .1tfd8, when 17 exd6 exd6 18 
Dfdl yields White a slight but enduring 
advantage. 
17 b5 .i.e8 18 e5 

Thanks to the previous alteration of the 
pawn structure, this pawn has a free route 
towards 0. 

18 •.• llld7 1911ldSI 
Before pushing the pawn further it 

makes sense to activate the knight. 19 c6?! 
bxc6 20 bxc6 lCJb6 followed by .. .l:tc8 is less 
dear. 
19 ... e6 20 lCJe7+ ¢>g7 21 e61 bxe6 22 bxe6 
lCJb6 23 e7 

As we saw in some earlier examples, 
such as Gligoric-Popovic (p. 157), a passed 
pawn on the seventh rank is a powerful 
thing, and here it is well supported by the 
rest of White's pieces. 
23 ... .i.d7 24 Dfd1.i.a4 

The desirable 24 ... 'iti6? failed to 25 
Dxd7!lCJxd7 26 c8'i'. 
25 Dd6! ¢i61 26 Dxb6 �xe7 27 Db7 

After precise play from both sides. White 
keeps a clear advantage thanks to his 
strong passed pawn. 
27 ... �6? 

Now the passed pawn is realized almost 
automatically. 27 ... �.d7? failed to 28 c8'i'! 
Daxc8 29 Ddl Dfd8 30 .i.b5. so an exchange 

Pawn Play 

sacrifice with 27 ... �d6 28 .i.a6 �.c6! 29 Db2 
lbc8 seems like Black's last chance for sur­
vival. Perhaps White should go for more by 
28 Db2!? followed by Dd2+ instead. 
28 Debl! �.e6 29 Db8 De8 30 Del! :l.axb8 

Or 30 ... �.d7 31 Dxa8 lba8 32 .i.a6 .i.c8 
33 Dbl! and wins - Gulko. 
31 exb8'" :'xb8 32 1be6 

White soon realized his material advan­
tage. 

50 far in this section the dynamic opera­
tions have mainly taken place in the centre, 
and this is indeed where the strongest im­
pact on the strategical balance can be ex­
pected. Even so, positional transformations 
can also occur as a result of dynamic play 
on the flanks, as in the following examples. 

Example 154 
M.Ulibin-Je.Han 
Stockholm 1998 

In exchange for his bad pawn structure, 
White enjoys some initiative thanks to the 
semi-open f-file and the unsafe location of 
the black king. Now if we let Black play 
alone for a few moves, then after ... Wc8-b8, 
... .i.e7-f6 and .. .%lc8 his superior pawn struc-
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ture would yield him a clear and enduring have no major problems - Hall. However ... 
advantage. Thus White needs to act quickly. 
15 a41 

A strong advance that creates new op· 
p01tunities on the queenside. 15 lDdS?! 
"d8 is less constructive. while after 15 
lDf3!? 'ii'xe3+ 16 Whl �c8! Black soon solves 
his problems by returning the pawn; e.g. 17 
lDxes 'ii'xh3 18 gxh3 dxeS 19 ':xf7 ':d8 or 
17 ':ael 'ii'cS 18 tiJxes 'ii'xes 19 1:xf7 wb8. 
followed by .... i.e7. in both cases with a 
roughly equal game. 
15 ..• �c8 

After IS ... a6?! 16 as. with ideas like 
lOa.4-b6(+) and b4-bS. things just get worse 
for Black - Hall. 
16 a5 'ii'd8 17 a6! 

By this and the next pawn advance uli· 
bin aims to create a protected square for 
his knights on c6. which would have a 
strong effect on the position. 
17 ... b6 18 b41 

A more "static" approach with 18 
lbcbS?! 'ii'd7 19 l:la3 promises less after 
19 ... �b8 20':0 :c8. 
18 .... d7 19 b5 �e7 20 lba21 

Heading for c6. We saw a similar rna· 
noeuvre in Hellsten·Olesen. 
20 ... 116 21 lDb4 �b8 22 lDdc6+ �a8 23 
:adl 

Black has basically achieved the plan 
outlined under the initial diagram - his 
king is safe. his bishop has been brought 
into play. and the rooks are connected. 
However. the terrific knight on c6 leaves 
him without any real perspectives, so Hall 
decides upon an exchange sacrifice. 
23 .. ..:c8 24 lbxe5 �xe5 25 lbc6 1:xc6 26 
bxc6.e7 

Of course not 26 ... 'ii'xc6? 27 :xf7 and 
Black's fortress is destroyed. 

At this point. if Black just manages to 
play 26 .. .1lc8 and 27 ... :xc6 then he would 
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27 c41 
Preparing a pawn sacrifice on cS to open 

up the position for the rooks. after which 
the black king will face great danger. An· 
other idea in the same dynamic spirit is 27 
lId4!? �xd4 (or 27 ... lIc8 28 Ik4) 28 exd4 
lIc8 29 dS with a clear advantage - Rybka. 
27 .. ..:c8 28 C51 bXc5 

Both 28 ... dxcS 29 lId7. followed by 
IIfxf7, and 28 .. ':xc6 29 cxd6 .i.xd6 :J) es! 
ii.xes 31 .. f3 'ilfC7 32 '::'d8+! are fatal for 
Black - Hall. 
29 IIbl 1bc6 30 IIb7 :c7 

Black has managed to restore the mate· 
rial balance, but now his king is too ex· 
posed. 
31 11xc7 

After 31 '::'fb1?! 'ilfd8 32 'ii'f3 c4 Black has 
more hopes of survival. 
31 ... 'i'xc7 32 "h51 "c8 

The f7-pawn can't be saved; e.g. 32 .. .f6 
33 'ii'e8+ or 32 ... .i.f6 33 est dxeS 34 'i'f3+ 
�b8 35 l!bl+ and wins. 
33 'i'x17 

White has managed to break through 
Black's fortress and now proceeds with a 
direct attacK. 
33 ... �16 34 :b1 c4 35 lIb7 c3 36 IIxa7+ �b8 
37 ':b7+ �a8 38 :c7 "b8 39 '::'b71 



Not 39 'i'd7? '1Ifbl+ 40 �2 .i.h4+ 41 g3 
.i.xg3+! with a perpetual after 42 �xg3 
'ii'gl+ 43 Wh3 'i'f1+ or 42 hxg3 'lll'C2+ 43 �3 
.dl+, but 39 a7 in the same spirit wins 
since the check on f1 is no longer available. 
Anyway, Ulibin's solution is much more 
technical. 
39 ..• "c8 40 'lll'C71 'lll'xe7 41 :txc7 Wb8 42 ':c6 

.i.e5 43 �2 Wa7 44 h3 
Preparing a decisive king march to the 

opposite flank. Black resigned. 

Example 155 
F.Hellers·J.Hellsten 

Swedi.h Team Champion.hip 
1999 

Black has a solid but somewhat 
cramped position. Now after a stereotypical 
continuation such as 16 ... ..ie7?! 17 :l.adl 
�b6 18 �f2, followed by �4, White soon 
gets the upper hand with pressure on c5 
and d6. In the game I find a possibility that 
drastically changes the logic of the position. 
16 ... g51 

A strong advance that will either clear 
the g·file towards the enemy king or de­
stroy his pawn chain. 
17 �f2 

Pawn Play 

White accepts the former, since after 17 
fxgS?! �cxes the simple plan of �.xg2 and 
'i'b7+ is unpleasant for him. 
17 ... gxf4 18 gxf4 .i.e7 

The more straightforward 18 ... :l.g8 19 
�g3 h5 permits 20 'llth7! with some inter­
ference in Black's attack. In the game, I pre­
fer to put the other rook on g8, so that the 
one on h8 supports the ... hS-h4 advance. 

19 lOe4 l:ldg8 20 l:lf2 
Some necessary prophylaxis, since after 

20 :l.adl f5! both 21 �d6+ ..ixd6 22 exd6 
l:.xg2+!? 23 'iPxg2 �ces+, followed by ... 'i'c6, 
and 21 exf6 �xf6 22 �2g3 hS with ... hS-h4 
next are dangerous for White. 
20 ... f51 

Just at the right moment, before White 
is able to resume the plan of 21 :l.adl and 
2 2 �d6+. 
21 �d6+ 

After 21 exf6 �xf6 22 �xf6 �.xf6 White 
ends up placed passively. Whenever his 
knight moves to g3, the black one enters on 
d4. ln the game Hellers prefers to sacrifice a 
pawn for activity. 
21 ... .i.xd6 22 exd6 'lll'xd6 23 1%dl 'i'e7 24 
e>g3 

This doesn't help White too much, but 
after 24 �hl 1%)(g2! 2S ':)(g2 �e7 26 �g3 
hS! he is a Iso under considerable pressure. 
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24 ... hS! 2S IIfd2 lild4 

A "dynamic exchange" that yields Black 
a strong square for his knight on c5. How­
ever, the simple 25 ... .J:tg7! was virtually 
winning - Hellers. 
26 ..txd4 cxd4 27 .itxb7+ �xb7 

After 27 ..... xb7 28 C5! White gets some 
unnecessary counterplay. 
28 lbd4lOC5 

Despite the material balance White is 
clearly worse due to his unsafe king. 
29 ¢>f2 h4 30 .!be2 .c6 31 lIg1 llxgl 32 
lOxgi "hi 

A tempting move in time trouble, but 
32 ... .:g8 33 lOf3 h 3  was probably simpler; 
e.g. 34 �e3 lIg2 35 lId2 .J:txd2 36 "xd2 
"e4+ 37 <Rf2 'i'xC4 with a sound extra 
pawn. 
33 lilf3IIg8 34 �.3I1g2 3 s lId2?! 

Preferable was 35 lWdl! "'xdl 36 lIxdl 
':xb2 37 ':d2! with an attack on the h4-
pawn. Black should probably try 36 ... 1L1e4 
instead, preferring activity to materia 1. 
35 ... h3! 36 'l'di.xdl 37 .J:txdl lIxb2?! 

37 ... lOe4 was stronger, as in the previous 
note, in order to keep the active rook on the 
board. 
38 .J:td2 IIxd2 39 <;Pxd2 lLle4+ 40 �d3 ..t>c6 41 

lLlg5 1Of2+ 42 �d4? 
The last chance was 42 �e3 ttJg4+ 43 
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�d41L1xh2 44 .!bxh3 with some hopes of a 
draw. In the game Black opens a decisive 
second front on the queenside. 
42 ... a51 43 1L1xe6 a4 

With the strong threat of 44 ... b3 45 axb3 
a3 46 �·C3 lOdl+. 
44 �e5tOg4+ 45 �xf5 tOxh2 46 �e4tOg4 

Now White is unable to defend both 
flanks and his task becomes hopeless. 
4 7 �3 h2 48 �g2 tOe3+ 49 �xh2 tOf51 

Taking the d4-square from the white 
knight. In view of the forthcoming 50 ... b3 
with a quick promotion, White resigned. 

One of the openings with major dy­
namic potential is the English. let's see a 
complete game. 

Example 156 
A.Onischuk-Z.Hracek 
German League 2001 
English Opening (A36) 

1 c4 c5 2 tOC3 g6 3 g3 ..tg7 4 i.g2 4Jc6 5 a3 
Before defining his kings ide set-up 

White prepares the typical b2-b4 advance. 
5 ... d6 6 nbl as 7 e3 .i.f5?1 

On this square the bishop just gets in 
the way of a future ... f7-f5 advance, besides 



which it soon becomes exposed to the 
white pieces. A simple knight move to f6 or 
h6 followed by ... 0-0 was preferable, or else 
7 ... eS intending ... lOge7 and ... 0-0. 
8 d3 eS 9 lOge2 lOge7 10 lObS!? 0-0 11 lOee3 

The set-up with lObS and lOec3 is rather 
logical after Black's 7th move, since the 
natural reaction with ... d6-dS would require 
a new bishop move by ... .i. fs-e6. In the 
game Hracek instead opts for kingside play. 
11 ... 1Ifd7 12 .!be4! .!be8 

A sad necessity, since after 12 ... .i.xe4?! 
13 dxe4! Black ends up with weaknesses 
along the d-file. 
13 h3 h6 

By 13 ... h6 Black prepares 14 ... iLe6 fol-
lowed by ... f7-fS, without having to worry 
aoout lOe4-gs. However, after White's 
strong reply he will have to forget about 
this plan. 
14 g41 .i.e6 15 g5! hS 

Keeping the h-file closed. 1S .. .fS 16 gxf6 
iLxf6 gives White a protected square for his 
knight on e4. and he could consider 1.7 h4 
next with some kings ide activity. Also after 
1S ... hxgs 16 lOxgs ..ifS 17 h4!? the black 
king is starting to feel uncomfortable on g8, 
while the knight enjoys two " semi­
protected" squares at e4 and gs, a similar 
case to Garcia Gonzales-Karpov (p. 54). 

Pawn Play 

16 b3 
Resuming the development. At this 

point Onischuk probably had the strong 
19th move already in mind. 
16,_:iVd8 17 �b2 lO6a7 

Black has considerable difficulties in dis­
lodging the active enemy knights and free­
ing his position. If 17 ... dS, then 18 lOxcS 
"xgs 19 'it>f1! "d8 (covering the ds-pawn 
and the c7-square) 20 lbxe6 fxe6 21 �e2 
with a clear advantage - Onischuk. White 
could consider h3-h4 next, followed by iLh3 
and "'g1 with pressure on the weak pawns 
on e6 and g6. 
18 lObe3! 

leaving the black knight misplaced on 
a7. 
18_ .. J:lb8 

A key moment in the game. Black is pre­
paring ... b7-bS with queenside counterplay, 
and 19 a4?! lOc6, followed by ... ll:)b4. woukl 
finally let him improve his knights and fa­
cilitate the desired ... d6-d5 advance. But 
White' .. next move .. how .. that hi .. dynamic 
potential on the other flank is not yet ex­
hausted. 
19 f41 

Clearing the a1-h8 diagonal for the 
bishop. thus taking up the battle for the f6-
square. 
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19 ... exf4 
As a result of the central tension, after 

19 ... bS 20 fxes dxes 21 h4!? Black ends up 
with a weak pawn on cS. On the other 
hand, 20 ... �xes 21 tOdS soon lets White 
land a knight on f6. 

20 It.'lf6+1 
An ingenious intermediate move that 

leads to the seizure of the long diagonal, 
since 20 ... ¢>h8 would just give Black addi­
tional worries about a potential tOxhs sac­
rifice. 
20 .. ixf6 21 gxf6 'iixf6 

Or 21 .. .fxe3 22 0-0 with the primitive 
plan of We2xe3-h6. 
22 0-0 "d8 23 'ilff3?1 

Heading for f4-h6, but considerably sim­
pler was 23 exf4! tOc6 24 fS! .�xfS 25 :'xfS 
gxfs 26 "xhS with a strong attack - Onis­
chuk. 
23 ... 1IIh4! 

Hracek naturally avoids 23 .. .fxe3? 24 
tOe4! fS 25 "xe3 with fatal consequences 
and instead invites to a queen exchange on 
14. 
24�d5! 

Keeping up the attack. The provocative 
24 tC.e4!? fS 25 tOo, followed by tt:kiS, was 
interesting as wel1. 
24 ... .lixdS 25 'it'xdS .... e7 
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Of course not 2S ... fxe3? 26 .lif6 "-g3 27 
:t13. 
26 exf4 tOb6 27 'llt'fl tOc6 

28 fS! 
Clearing new lines towards the black 

king. 28 :'be1 � 29 fS lOd4 is less dear. 
28 . ..lild4? 

An impulsive reply that lets White break 
through on the kings ide. Black should have 
disputed the open file by 28 .. Jlbe8, wren 
after 29 J:(be1 'ilfxe1 30 lbe1 :'xe1+ 31 ¢>h2 
both 31 ... ,U,b1 32 ..-e2! and 31...lOeS 32 
�xes :'xes 33 -'xb7 tt::x:8 34 f6 keep some 
advantage - Onischuk. 
29 �xd4 cxd4 30 Abel 'i'f6 31 fxg6! 

Considering the bad enemy pawn struc· 
ture White no longer has any reason to 
avoid the endgames, e.g. 31..."'xf3 32 .lixf3 
fxg6 33 Ae6! recovering the pawn with in· 
terest. 
31 .. :wlhg6 32 'llt'f4 It.'ld7 33 ¢>h2! 

Preparing a deadly :'g1. The d4-pawn 
can wait. 
33 ... €lC5 

After H. . .. �le5 34 �e4 1IIg7 35 :tgl lilgG 
36 'W'xd6 White is also winning. 
34 �e4 tbe6 35 "xd6 

Black resigned. If 3s ... Wh6 then one sim· 
pIe reply is 36 :g1+ ¢>h8 37 1It'es+ �7 38 
'ii'xd4 with a crushing advantage. 



Pawn Play 

Another structure rich in dynamics is 22 dXc5 bXc5 23 b4! 
the one with hanging pawns. Here is a 
short example. 

17 .. .f51! 

Example 157 
I.Aagaard-R.Akesson 

Gothenburg 1998 

Black reinforces his knight on e4 but 

also weakens the e5-square and. the whole 
a1-hS diagonal. Preferable was 17 ... l:t.acS or 
17 ... iLf6with a normal game. 
18 ll'le5 i.f6 19 l1'le2! 

Clearing the way for the bishop and 
prepa ring ll'le2-f 4. 
19 ... g5 

19 ... cxd4 20 exd4 �gs was safer, when 
21 ll'lf4!? i.xf4 22 gxf4, followed by f2-f3, 
yields White some advantage thanks to his 

strong knight. 
2of3ll'ld6 21 f4! g41 

This avoids the arrival of the knight at 
f4, but soon leads to far more serious prob­
lems. Instead, 21...h6 runs into 22 g4! ll'le4 
(or 22 .. .fxg4? 23 1!tg6+1 23 liJg3 ll'lxg3 24 
hxg3 when Black is incapable of covering all 

his weak points, but 21...ll'le4 22 fxg5 i.xg5 
23 ll'lf4 1!te7 was probably a lesser evil. 

A nice blow that wins the key square on 
d4 for the white pieces and, indirectly, com­
mandofthe whole position. 
23 ... d4 

A last attempt to complicate the game. 

23 ... cxb4 24 lOd4 'i'eS 25 ll'lxf5 leads to a 
collapse of Black's kings ide, while after 
23 ... ll'lxb4 24 l:t.xC5 the threat of 25 lDd4 is 

decisive, e.g. 24 ... ll'le4 25 lOd4 'i'd6 26 l:t.bS! 

�cS 27 a3 ll'la6 2S ll'lxf5! i.xf5 29 l:t.bxd5 
with substantial material gains. 
24 bX(5 .itxg2 25 ttJxd4! 'i'e8 

Or 25 ... 1!td5 26 ll'lxfS, winning more ma­
terial. 

26 Wtxg2 .itxe5 27 fxe5 ll'le4 28 *d3! 
With the double threat of 29 'i'xa6 and 

29 'i'C4+. less technical was 2S ll'IxfS?! ll'Id2. 
28 ... ll'lC7 

Or 2S ... ll'IaxC5 29 ·tlfc4+ '>ffhS 30 e6 and 

the long diagonal finally charges its price. 
29 *(4+ 'ii.>f8 30 l:I.f1 ll'1d5 31 ll'lxf5 ll'ld2 

32 *xg41-0 

Example 158 
I.HeUsten-R.Bator 

Malmo 1997 

In a King's Indian battle Black has just 
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played .. ':d8-d7 in order to double rooks on 

the d-file. To aspire for any advantage 
White somehow needs to alter the balance 
of the position. 

18 a4! 
A strong advance that creates new op­

portunities on the queenside. At the time of 
this game, I had recently seen the encoun­

ter M.Krasenkow-1Hickl, Jakarta 1996, in 
which a similar idea was effected. 
18 ... bxe4 

After 18 ... bxa4?t 19 lOxa4 the knight ob­

tains interesting destinies at b6 and c5, 
while 18 .. ixC4 19 i.xC4 bXc4 20 tte2 also 
lets White progress on the queenside; e.g. 
20 ... aS?! 21 bxa5 1txa5 22 'it'xc4 and the 

outside passed pawn is a long-term asset. 
19as! 

Fixing the weaknesses on b6 and a6, and 
also freeing the a4-square for the knight. In 
contrast, the attempt to recover the pawn 

at once by 19 1ta2? runs into 19 ... l:.d4!, in­
tending 20 ... lbd7 as wen as 20 i.xd4 exd4 
21 :'xd4 lOg4! with a decisive double at­
tack. 

19 .. ':d4!1 
A dynamic reply. 19 .. ':ad8? obviously 

failed to 20 i.b6, while after 19 ... ttxd1 20 
'::'xd1 lbd7 21 i.d6 ... b7 22 lOa4 the c4-

pawn is soon collected with a slight advan-
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tage, e.g. 22 ... 'W'b5 23 ft:)b2! followed by 
lOxC4. The simple 21 lba4!? is interesting as 
well. 
20 .i.b6 

Preparing �4-C5. Again the captures 
on d4 were inadequate due to the tactical 
resource ... lOg4, while 20 lba4? at once fails 
to 20 .. .l:xe4. 

2o .•. 'ilfd6 
The alternative was 20 ... 'iiVb8, keeping 

the queen away from the vulnerable d-file. 
White could react by 21 �4 :'xe4 22 lOc5! 

i.d5 23 lbxe4 ii.xe4 24 'i'xC4 it.xb1 25 '::'xb1 
with a clear initiative for the pawn; e.g. 

25 ... 'i'b7 26 '::'c1 lbdS 27 'i'xc6 'lWxc6 28 
:'xc6lbxb4 29 '::'c7! lbd5 30 .tId7 with i.c4 

coming up. 
21 liJa4 

White improves his knight, exploiting 

the fact that the e4-pawn is immune. Now 
the threat of 22 i.xd4 exd4 23 it.xc4 forces 
Black to swap his active rook. 
21 ... :'xdl 22 1Ixd1 'i'xb4 

Black has won a second pawn; however, 
his queenside structure would soon col­
lapse if it wasn't for the bishop on e6, 
something that explains my next move. 
23 tDe5! e31! 

This leads to irreparable damage to the 
pawn structure, so 23 ... i.g4 was preferable, 



Pawn Play 

when 24 I:tb1! "'a3 25 i.xc4 yields White a an indirect attack on the enemy knight. 
pleasant advantage despite the minus 

pawn. I should admit that, during the 
game, the dynamic sacrifice 23 ... lOd5!? wor­
ried me a little. However, White has no rea­
son to alter the balance by 24 exd5?! cxd5. 
and should rather continue 24 :b1!, when 

both 24 ...... 0 25 'W'a4 and 24 ... 'iVa3 25 lDxe6 
fxe6 26 ii.xC4 keep Black troubled by his 
weak pawns. 

24 .ubi 'i'a3 25 lDxe6 fxe6 26 l:I.b3 'i'a4 27 
Axe3! 

Simplest, in order to speed up the attack 
on the a6-pawn. White's own pawn on e4 is 
less relevant. 

27 ... 'i'XC2 28 Uxc2 lDxe4 29 l:txc6 
The position has clarified. Despite his 

extra pawn Black's task is difficult due to 
the weakness on a6. 
29 ... lDd2 30 j:.e2 tLlb3 31 �e4! 

Just as on the previous move, White re­
frains from taking on e6 so as to keep the 
bishop pair. After 31 l:txe6?! tLld4 32 i.xd4 

exd4 Black has some remote hope of a draw 
due to the opposite-coloured bishops. 
31...tLld4 32 l:tC7 �18?! 

32 ... i.f6 was relatively better, preparing 

33 ... i.dS, when White should avoid 33 
l:a7?! l:tcS! with counterplay. Instead, 33 
Ird7! is strong, when 33 .. .J:I:c8? runs into 34 
B:xd4. while other moves permit 34 f4! with 

33 14! 
After the black bishop's departure from 

the long diagonal, this blow is decisive. 
H. .. 'ilbS 

Or 33 ... iLd6 34 Ad7 11cS 35 iLxa6 :C1+ 
36 il.f1! with a quick win. 

34 �.xe6+ ¢>h8 35 l:te8! llxe8 36 j:.xe8 tLld6 
37 j:.xa6 exf4 38 j:.b71 j:.g7 

Equally hopeless is 3S ... tLlxb7 39 a6 or 

3S ... tLlc4 39 ii.d4+ ii.g7 40 iLxg7+ 'ltxg7 41 
a6, when the g-pawn decides in the end. 
39 a6 tLle4 40 �e5 

In this desperate position, Black lost on 
time. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 340. 
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Chapter Five 

Prophylaxis 

The previous three chapters showed nu­
merous examples on how to improve our 

pieces, realize favourable exchanges, and 
use our pawns for all kinds of benefits. In 
contrast, the focus ofthe present chapter is 
on the opponent's play, more specifically 
the measures that we can take to prevent 

or confront his plans. I have used "Prophy­
laxis" as the name of this chapter, since it is 
a familiar term in  chess literature when 

referring to the above matters. Even so, this 
term can have more than one interpreta­
tion, which is why I have opted fOT a further 
split in several concepts. 

Before going more into details, here is a 

brief definition of each concept, as they are 
interpreted in this book: 

Restriction 
Prevent the opponent's plans and move­
ments, i.e. not let him do what he wants. 

Prophylaxis 
Prepare for the opponent's plans, i.e. let 
him do what he wants but with less impact 
than expected. 
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Provocation 
Force the opponent to take unwanted ac­
tions. 

Restriction 
In the previous chapters we often came 
across the idea of restriction. For example, 
in Miles-5unye Neto (p. 86) the former suc­
cessfully limited the opponent's light­
squared bishop, while in Karpov-lautier (p. 
105) White constantly prevented the ... c6-c5 
advance. Generally speaking, the restrictive 
measures are directed either at the oppo­
nent's plans, or at the range of some of his 
pieces. Although these could sometimes be 

regarded as synonymous, the former case is 
more specific and the latter more general. 
let's start with some examples closely re­
lated to the restriction of enemy plans. 

Example 159 
J.H.Oonner-W.Balcerowski 

Varna Olympiad 1962 

In a kind of Old Benoni Black has just 



played ... lLle7-g6, vacating the e7-square for 
the bishop in order to develop his pieces. 
How would you now continue with White? 
The equally developing 9 �d3 iLe7 10 0-0 
permits 10 ... �5! and Black manages to 

swap his "bad" bishop for the opponent's 
good one with a decent game. 

9 g31 
Donner is attentive to the opponent's 

plan and takes restrictive measures. 

9 ... iLe7 

10 h41 

Now Black's minor pieces don't have any 
prospects whatsoever. 

10 ... 0-0 lliLd2 
Other good options were 11.�h3 and 11 

lOd1. 

Prophylaxis 

11 ... b6 12 lLldl! 
Heading for the nice square at f5. 

12 ... tt)d7 13 lLle3 tt)f6 
If 13 ... �f6, preparing .JiJe7, then White 

could consider 14 .�h3 lLle7 15 .i.xd7! 'iixd7 
16 lLlg4, winning a pawn. 
14 h5 lOhB 15 lOf5 

ls .. Jta7? 

The last chance was 15 ... h6 with a horri­
ble position, in particular for the knight on 
h8 which can't return to the game without 
a further weakening of the kings ide. 

16h61 
In view of 16 ... g6 17 tt)xe7+ 'ilxe7 18 

�g5, Black resigned. Admittedly Ba lc:e­
rowski could have defended better, yet the 

effect of White's 9th and 10th moves on the 
battle were surprisingly strong. 

Example 160 
N.Short-G.Ka.parov 

Amsterdam 1996 

White has a more pleasant position. His 
isolated pawn on eS is restricts the move­
ments of the enemy pieces, and the semi 
open f-file will be useful in an attack. Be­

fore taking concrete action, Short considers 
the opponent's intentions. 

205 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

19 b4! 
Preventing 19 ... i.C5 with a bishop ex­

change tha t would favour Black, on account 
of his space disadvantage and the potential 
white attack. 

19 ... li)g7 20 g4! 
Taking the fs-square from the knight. 

20 ... hS 21 h3! as 22 a31l:td7 
White's restriction policy has finally left 

the opponent without active moves, and 
the idea of a king's attack can be resumed. 
2 3 l!f3Wd824 l!bl 

The immediate 24 :af1?! permits 
24 ... axb4 25 axb4 iLxb41. After the text 

Black has erded up in some kind of 
zugzwang. 
24. . ...igS 2S l:tbf1 axb4 26 axb4 iLe7?! 
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Kasparov reinstalls the threat of ... iLxb4, 
but the time spent on the ... i.g5-e7 ma­
noeuvre could have cost him dearly. 26 ... h4 

was a safer choice, when 27 'it'e2!? folklwed 
by "f2 keeps a clear advantage. 
27 gxhS! 

With all the pieces directed a t the black 
king, this is the right moment to strike. In­
stead, the game saw 27 l:tb1? h4 28 'it'e3 

li)e8!. preparing ... li)O-d5. and Black im­
proved his position to some extent. 
27 ... li)xhS 28 l:txf7! ltxf7 29 ltxf7 'iWxf7 30 

'it'xg6+ �8 31 'it'h6+ li)g7 32 iLg6 
White mates in a few moves - ShOlto 

Example 161 
P .Konguvel-T.Markowski 

Ko ... lin 1998 

The previous example showed the usage 

of restriction in the attack, whereas here we 
will see it in a more defensive context. The 
location of the kings on opposite flanks 
suggests that both sides are eager to attack. 

However. the straightforward 11 ... bS is well 
met by 12 li)g3 g6 13 h4!. preparing h4-h5 
and Wh2, when 13 ... iLxh4? obviously fails 
to 14 'ii'h2. Markowski finds a more appeal­
ing solution. 



11 •• .iLh4! 
Ruling out the h2-h4 advance and, indi­

rectly, the whole white attack. 

12 Iilg3 g6 13 O;>b11ilg7 
In the absence of enemy threats on the 

kings ide, Black is in no hurry and slowly 
reinforces his position. The dynamic 
13 ... bS!? 14 cxbS CiJC7 was also interesting. 

14 ..id3 .-e7 15 .i.h6?1 f6! 
Now the positional threat of 16 .... �gS 

forces the white bishop to return. 

16 ..ie311f7 17 'lltg2 tDf8 18 li:lge2 .i.d7 19 f4 
This yields Black new opportunities on 

the e-file, but there was no other real way 
of making progress; e.g. 19 '-h3 gS!? 20 
CiJg3 li:lg6. heading for f4-
19 ... exf4 20 �f4 l:tb8 21 11t'e2 b51 

With excellent counterplay. The game 
continued n lld2 fS!? 23 gxfs gxfs 24 11g1 
b4 25 tOdl fxe4 26 .i.c2 'ii'es 27 'lltg2 .i.fS 
and Black hung on to his extra pawn. 

Example 162 
V.Smyslov-L.Schmid 

Helsinki Olympiad 1952 

In this Benoni structure White has a few 
different ideas at his disposal. such as '1M2 

and i.h6 in order to swap the strong fi-

Prophylaxis 

anchettoed bishop, or llel and .i.f1 prepar· 
ing e4-eS. However. before going any fur­

ther with the own plans, it makes sense to 
ask the usual question: what does my op­

ponent want to do? 

12 b31 
Smyslov has observed that Black is plan­

ning ... .i.xc4. followed by ... a7-a6 and ... b6-
bS with queenside counterplay. By 12 b3 he 
prepares to meet 12 ... i.xc4 by 13 bXC4!, af­

ter which the ... b6·bS advance is no longer 
feasible. In contrast. 12 es?! CiJhS yields 
Black counterplay. 

12 .•• lild7 
12 ... lOhS is met by the simple 13 i.d2, 

while after 12 ... :e8 13 'itd2 .i.xc4 14 bXC4! 
e6 15 .i.f3!? exdS 16 exdS a6 17 11abl 'itd7 
18 .d3, White keeps the ... b6-bS advance at 

bay with some advantage. 
13 IIId2 15 

Now that queenside counterplay is no 
longer available, Schmid logically looks for 
activity on the other flank. 
14 :adl fxe4 15 lOxe4 :f5 

After IS ... i.b7 16 .i.gs 'iWe8 17 lldel!? 

the complications apparently favour White; 
e.g. 17 ... lOxdS? 18 i.g4 or 17 ... .i.xdS?! 18 
tOexd6! exd6 19 ..if3. while 17 .. :ti'f7? runs 
into 18 tOcxd6! exd6 19 li)xd6 'it'xdS 20 it.c4. 

Finally, 17�.lOes 18 tt'lxes it.xes 19 c4 leaves 
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Black in a rather cramped position. 
16 Jl.g41 

Using some minor tactics Smyslov indi­
rectly defends the ds-pawn. 

16 ... ttxds 17 ..i.e6+! ll:lxe6 18 ,*xdS 
Thanks to his superior activity and slight 

material advantage, White is better. 

Now let's see a few examples featuring 
the restriction of specific enemy pieces. 

Example 163 
I.BoIeslavsky·P.Keres 

Candidates Tournament, 
Zurich 1953 

Positions with an open centre are often 
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rich in tactical possibilities for both sides. 
For example, here the direct 18 ... .i.cS?! 19 
lOdfS lDf4 backfires after 20 1It'g4!. Keres 
opts for a more simple solution. 

18 ... g6! 
Taking the fs·square from the white 

knights and restricting the bishop on c2. 
19..i.h6?1 

The bishop is actively developed. but the 

rest of White's pieces remain in bad posi­
tions. The sacrifice 19 lDdfS?! gxfs 20 lDxfS 
can be met by 20 ... .lif8, preparing .. .f7·f6; e.g. 

21 .g4+ 'itfh8 22 'ii"d4+ f6 and Black defends. 
But 19 .a:d1 seems more sensible, when 
19 ... .lif6 20 liJe4 �g7 keeps a slight edge. 
19 .. ..1f6 20 lDb3 

Or 20 tlad1 lDf4 21 .lixf4 'ili'xf4 with a 

clear edge. 

2o .. .lbc4! 
The immediate 20 ... �xb2?! runs into 21 

ll:lxas "xas 22 �xg6! .i.xa1 23 �xf7+ �h8 

24 :xal with a strong attack 
21 li:le4 .i.xb2 

Black wins a pawn, something that 
urges Boleslavsky to sacrifice the exchange. 
22 li:lbcs iI:.xa1 23 tlxa1 f51 

Simplest, now that 24 lDe6 can be met 
by 24 ... 'iI'es!. 
24li:lxb7 'it'xb7 2S lDcS "c6 

Black soon won. 



Example 164 
W.Winter·J.R.Copoblonca 

Hastings 1919 

Here is a classical case regarding the re­

striction of a specific piece. 
12 ... �g4! 

CapabJanca prepares .... �xf3 in order to 
double the white f-pawns, after which the 

bishop on 93 will be locked out for the rest 
of the game. Sadly for White, he can't stop 
this plan. 

13 h3 �xf3 14 'ili'xf3 ti'xO 15 gxf3 16 16 
..tg2?! 

. Probably 16 lUd1, followed by �f1·e2· 
d2, offered more resistance as the king does 
nothing on 92. Then White would have to 

sacrifice a pawn by f3·f4 followed by f2-f3 
in order to get his bishop back into the 
game. Although this should be equally 
hopeless in the long run, at least it yields 
more (ounterplay than in the game. 
16 ... a5! 

Black starts action on the queenside, 

where he is practically a piece up. The fact 
that his pawns are temporarily placed on 
squares of the same colour as his bishop is 

of little relevance. 
17 a4 �f7 18 nhl �e6 19 h4 Ilfb8! 

Prophylaxis 

Perhaps only at this point Winter real­
ized what was going on. 
20 hxgs hxgs 21 b3 c6! 

No hurry. Black should be able to recap­
ture with a pawn on bS in order to keep 

controlling the light squares, such as a4. In 
contrast, after 2i ... bS? ! 22 axb5 l:txb5 23 
:ta4 :tb4 24 :thai it will be much more dif­
ficult to progress on the queenside. 

22 Ila2 bS 23 Ilhal 

23 ... C41 
A decisive breakthrough that splits the 

white pawns and activates the black pieces. 
24 axbS 

Or 24 dxc4 bXc4 25 bXc4 :tb4 followed 
by ... :ta b8 and ... :txc4. 
24 ... cxb3 2S cxb3 IlxbS 

Now it becomes evident that with such 
a passive bishop White won't be able to 

resist on the queenside. 
26 Ila4 Ilxb3 27 d4 IlbS 28 Ilc4 Ilb4 29 
.uxc6 Uxd4 a-I 

Example 165 
V.Malakhov·M.Narciso Dublon 

Spanish Team 
Championship 2004 

The reduced number of pieces and the 
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symmetrical pawn structure might suggest 

a quick draw, but as we will see next, this is 
not what Malakhovhas in mind. 

1701 
Preparing e3-e4 in order to gain space 

and restrict the enemy pieces. 
17 ... l:hc8?1 

This deployment of the rooks leaves the 
d-file in White's hands. Preferable seems 
17 ... J:hd8!? 18 e4 �C7 19 nacl Itac8 with 
just a slight white advantage - Huzman. 

18 e41 
This advance doesn't just create the 

threat of 19 eS. it also takes the important 
ds-square under control. Moreover, the 
range of the bishop on b7 is limited for the 

rest ofthe ga me. 
18 .. .ii.C7 

The active 18 ... Ac2?! backfires after 19 
i(.fl �C7 20 �d4 with the threat of 21 �b4. 
19 naC1 

The last piece enters the game. Note 

that 19 es? is not on White's agenda - the 
pawn chain g2-f3-e4 should remain intact 
in order to limit the scope of Black's pieces. 
19 ... g6 

Preparing 20 ... ltld.7 to improve the 
queenside defence, but White'sstrong reply 
prevents this idea. 
20 $,je51 b5 
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Parrying the threat of 21 �a3+ 'iPe8 22 
�c4, heading for d6. 

21 a41 
Malakhov clears the fl-a6 diagonal for 

his bishop towards the future target on a6, 
and also liberates the c4-square for his 
knight. 

21 ... �xe5? 
Swapping his best minor piece and indi­

rectly surrendering the dark squares. For 
better or worse 21 ... i(.b6+ 22 <Pfl b4 23 lDc4 
�C7 had to be tried - Huzman. 

22 i(.xe5 bxa4 23 bxa4 �c6 
After 23 ... J:XC1 24 l:txcl lOe8 25 as!, pre­

paring l:tbl-b6, Black is in big trouble. 

24 �d6+ �e8 2 S l:ld41 
Preparing l:tdC4 with increased pressure. 

less technical is 25 as?! �bS! and the bad 
bishop leaves the board. 

25 ... �d7 26 l:dC4 �b7 27 :U:c7! 
Usually, when a rook seizes the seventh 

rank it targets the opponent's pawns, but 
on this occasion it is the black bishop that 
gets exposed. 
27 .. .'�d8 28 as! 

Preparing a decisive bishop transfer to 
a4. Being completely tied up. Black can't 
stop this plan. 
28 ... :'ab8 29 �dl �a8 30 �a4 

White soon won. 



Example 166 
Y.Bala.hoy·B.Gulko 

USSR Championship, Moscow 
1976 

Black has just played ... .i.b7·e4. parrying 

any immediate threats to his king, e.g. 19 
lDxe6? .i.fS. What should White do now? 
19h61 

It might seem illogical to close the flank 

where you are attacking, but Balashov has 
anticipated that, by tactical mea ns. he can 
force the bishop to h8, where it will become 
terribly restricted. We saw a similar idea in 
Kuporosov·Pa nchenko. 

19 .. Jl.fS 
Not 19_ . .txh6? 20 lDhS! with multiple 

threats. 

20 'ill'g3 Jl.h8 
A sad place for the bishop, but both 

lo .. ifS 21 lDhS! �h8 22 .i.g5 and 

20 ... .iLxh6 21 tLlhS .i.g7 22 li)xg7 <;10>)(97 23 
"'g5 led to a strong white attack on the 
dark squares. 
21lOhS 

21 d5!? was an interesting alternative, 
when 21 ... iLxes? fails to 22 dxe6, while 

21...exd5 22 lilxd5 iDxd5 23 Ibd5. followed 
by f2-f4, leads to a difficult game for Black 

Prophylaxis 

due to the imprisoned bishop on hS. 
21. • •  �8 22 lOf4! 

Balashov wisely starts all over again, af­
ter seeing that 22 lUf6? �xf6 23 exf6 lOdS 
would let Black get rid of his bad bishop. 

22 ... .ite2?! 
22 ... lOdS was preferable, although after 

23 lOxdS exdS 24 .i.gs :eS 25 'iIIh4 :e6 26 
:C1 White remains clearly on top - Belov. 
23 .itd2! 

This practically wins a pawn and also 
produces exchanges, which will make the 
inferiority of the bishop on h8 even more 
notable. 

23 .•. a5 24 it.xb4+ axb4 25 it.xe2 llxe2 26 
..-b3! ..-e7 27 'i'xb4+ ¢'g8 28 a4 

White is basically winning. The game 
concluded 2S ... 11c4 29 ltbS 'itfS 30 lUe2 l:tdS 

31 ltb3 ¢'eS 32 :b1 :dS 33 :fd1 :C2 34 
:bc1! llcS 35 l:txc2 ..-xC2 36 'W'bS+ and 
Black resigned in view of 36 ..... c6 37 :c1 
ti'xbS 3S l:txcS+ ¢'d7 39 axbS wxcS 40 f4 

with a lost endgame. 

For the related exercises to this section, 

see page 343. 

Prophylaxis 
Sometimes the enemy plans simply can't be 

prevented, and we should rather take meas-
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ures to be able to meet them in the best pos­
sible way. This idea, referred to in this book 
with the specific term prophylaxis, has ap­

peared several times in the previous games; 
for example, in Van Wely-Salov, p. 131 
(lS .. �e6! as a preparation to the potential 
16 �a4) and Karpov·Gligoric, p. 134 

(3S ... :gS in view of the threat 39 f6+). let's 
see some more examples of this idea. 

Example 167 
M.Tal·A.Koblencs 

Riga 1954 

Black has just played ...• dS-e7, unpin­
ning the bishop on d7. Tal easily predicts 
the opponent's intention, ... .iLd7-c6, and 
takes prophylactic measures. 

24 .iLe21 .iLc6 25 .iLf3 
The exchange of bishops will put an end 

to Black's attacking ambitions and empha­
size the problem of his unstable king. 

25 .. ,.iLxf3 26 %lxf3 %ld8 
In the event of 26 ... 0·0 White can choose 

between the simple 27 1Ud3, just like in the 
game, and the more aggressive 27 g3. 

27 l:fd3 %lxd3 28 %lxd3 'ii'C7 
Or 2S ... 0-0 29 'l'd2 with the unpleasant 

threat of 30 ltd7. 
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29 11c3 'ii'd7 30 'ii'cll 
With the double intention of 31 ':cS+ 

and 31 :0. 
30 .. .0-0 31 .l:C7 'ti'dS 

This drops a pawn, but after 31 .. .'i'd3 32 
"el! 'it'g3 33 'W'xg3+ hxg3 34 :0 or 
32 .. .'it'xa3 33 'ii'xh4 'ii'xb4 34 'i'gS+ ¢'hS 35 
h4 Black also has a difficult game. 
32 "'ell 'i'd8 33 11xb7 

Tal soon converted his extra pawn into 
victory. 

Example 168 
5.5ulskis·L.Gofshtein 

lisbon 2001 

White has just played a2·a4, preparing 
a4·aS to soften up the enemy queenside, an 
idea familiar to us from Salov-Karpov. 

12 ... 11b81 
Vacating a retreat square on as for the 

bishop. The alternatives were all inferior: 
after 12 ... 0-0?! 13 as bxaS 14 �xas Black 
loses the bishop pair, while 12 ... �CS?! 13 as 

lbcxe4 14 lbxe4 lOxe4 15 axb6!, followed by 
tDas, yields White a dangerous initiative on 
the queens ide. Finally, the "restrictive" 
12 ... as?! would leave a protected square for 

the white knights on bS. 



13 as bus 14 lDxas �a8 
By simple prophylaxis Black has secured 

his bishop. Now the control of the semi­
open b-file and the pressure along the hI­
a8 diagonal compensate for the slight 
weaknesses on as and a6. 
15 liJb3 Jil.b7 

Also reasonable is 1S .. .'tIt'c8, not repeat­
ing. 
16lDd2 0-0 17 b4 dS! 

A typical Hedgehog counter-strike. 

18 exds �xb4 19lDa4 exds 20 es ibe4! 
Black has an active game. 

Exampfe 169 
S.Dolmatov-R.Hernandez Onna 

Amsterdam 1979 

Here is a more complex example. A care­
ful look at the board reveals that Black has 

two concrete intentions: 40 ... 'Wh7 followed 
by ... I1hB with an attack on the h-file; and 
40 ... l:.a8 to seize the a-file. 
40 .el! 

This queen move gets White ready to 
meet both plans. Also good are 40 'W'e1 or 
40 'it'd1 in the same spirit. 

4O ••• 'IIIh7 
After 40 ... l:ta8 41 'it'a1! it is White who 

Prophylaxis 

wins the battle for the a-file. 
41 'i'hll 

This queen exchange finishes off Black's 
attack and lands him in a difficult endgame 
due the active white rook. 

41 ..... xh1+ 42 ¢>xhl ¢>f8 
Or 42 ... b4?! 43 �d2! bxC3 44 �xc3 and 

the c4-pawn i s  doomed. 
43 'itfglliJe7 44 ¢>f2 

Preparing �f1-h3. Both here and on the 
next move, the premature 44 �f1 permits 
44 ... g4! - Dvoretsky. 
44 ___ fS 45 �d2! 

By withdrawing the bishop before Black 
goes •. fS-f4, White gains some extra flexi­

bility. 
4S .. .f4 46 �f1 tt'Je8 47 naSI 

A typical restrictive measure in end­
games, stopping the plan of ... tt'Jb6-a4. 
47 ••• "'.748 Jil.h3 "'d8 49 JiI..61iJh8 500lg> 

Preparing 'it'h3-g4-fS. Dolmatov later 
converted his superior activity into victory. 

Exampfe 170 
I.Polgar-I.5mirin 

Istanbul Olympiad 2000 

Prophylaxis is often associated with de­
fensive play, but it can also be used in the 
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attack, as we will see in this example. Black 
has just played ... 'lWd8-e8. What might be 

his intention? 

17 11th3! 
Polgar withdraws her queen in advance, 

after seeing that the natural 17 ii.d3? runs 
into 17 ... fS! thwarting the white attack; e.g. 

18 'ii'h3 'it'g6 19 �h4 'it'g4 and Black has no 
problems. 
17 ... h6 

Thanks to the previous prophylaxis 

17 ... fS? can now be met by 18 Siic4+! d?h8 
19 .1iI.e6, while 17 ... dxes permits the nice 

combination 18 �gS! h6 19 1ItfS! hxgs 20 
�d3 f6 21 "h7+ 7;t7 22 Siig6+ '>t>e6 23 fS 
mate - Finkel. 

18 Ji.d3 
This move is now well timed and creates 

the threat of'ilf'fS. 
18 ... tOb4 19 jj.e4 e6 20 f5! 

With the threat of 21 f6 �xf6 22 'iixh6. 

Black has to pin his last hopes on a coun­
terattack. 
2o .. 11xC3 21 f61 'ii'b5 

Or 21 ... 'iIt'a4 22 bxC3 liJxa2+ 23 �b2 

liJxC3 24 Itd4 and wins - Polgar. 
22 'iig31 

After 22 .. .l:XC2+ 23 �xc2 liJxa2+ 24 �d2 
'Wb4+ 2S �e2 the king soon escapes, so 

Black resigned. 
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A common task for prophylactic meas· 
ures is to reinforce (or "overprotect") one's 
own vulnerable points. Thts idea already ap­
peared several times in the book; e.g. 7;tl-e2 
in Gufeld-Kolarov (p. 32), 27 :te2 in HeHsten­

Berrocal (p. 91) and 30 ... liJf8 in Ivanchuk­
Leko (p. 142). Here are more examples. 

Example 171 
P.Carlsson·F.Vallejo Pons 

ealvia 2005 

In a Sicilian battle Black applied a clever 
prophylactic measure before carrying on 

with his own play. 
21 .. JIe7! 

Overprotecting the f7-pawn. In contrast, 
the immediate 21...'Wb8?! permits 22 fS! 

exfs 23 cS with an attack on that pawn. 
22 '::c1 'i'b8 

SuppoTting a future ... b6-bS and head­
ing for a8 at some moment in order to in­
crease the pressure on e4. Meanwhile, the 
bishop on a2 has been reduced to a purely 

defensive function. 
23 'W'e3llJhf6 24 l:tce1 

White also applies some overprotection. 
The straightforward 24 'iih3? failed to 

24 ... h6 2S fl)f3 li:'!xe4. 



24 ... 'i'aS 25 .!LJh3 
Preparing �f2 to support the e4-pawn. 

If 25 ft)f3, then 25 ... tDC5 26 .i.b1 bS! with 
counterplay. 

25 ... AceS 26 .tte2 
Providing the g2-pawn with some extra 

protection. The immediate 26 tiJf2?! runs 
into 26 ... es! with increased pressure on e4, 

now that 27 f5? fails to 27 ... gxfs 28 exf5 
�.xg2+ etc. 
26 .. .lDC5 27 .i.b1 lDg4 2S 'iWg3 tl)f6 29 4::lf2?! 

If 29 'ilt'e3, repeating moves, then Black 
consider 29 ... �g4 followed by ... f7-fS, or 

even 29 ... d5!?, when both 30 cxdS?1 tDfxe4! 
21 4::lxe4 exd5 and 30 e5 d4!? 31 'ilt'xd4 :d7 

32 'ilt'gl tUfe4 followed by ... .tted8 100k excel­

lent for him. Even so, this was probably a 
lesser evil for White. 
29 .. )llh5 30 'll'h3 I1lb3! 

Vallejo initiates an attack on the c4· 
pawn, exploiting the fact that most of 
White's pieces are away on the otherflank. 

31 �.e3 tUa5! 32 .ta2 UcS?! 33 'ith4? 
By 33 €la.4! White could have confused 

things a little, so 32 ... .i.xC3 33 bXC3 !ixe4 
was probably the correct choice on the pre­
vious move. 

33 .. .iLf6 34 'ii'g4 tUxC4 35 .itxC4 .ttxC4! 
With a sound extra pawn Black went on 

to win the game. 

Prophylaxis 

Example 172 
Ci.Kasparov-V.Kramnik 

World Championship (game 3), 
London 2000 

In this typical position from the Berlin 

Spanish, you can easily find Black's best 
move by asking yourself the usual question 
"what does my opponent want to do?". 
24.,,:f8! 

Defending the f7-pawn in advance. Now 
25 .tId7 can be met by 25 ... <t>c8. Much worse 
was 24 ... tDd4? 25  .�xd4 cxd4 26 J:xd4 l:txf6 

27 :d7 with a clear advantage for White -
Kasparov. 
25 ne4�c8 
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26 f4?! 
Preferable was 26 h4! ltki4 27 �xd4 

cxd4 28 ':dxd4 l:txf6 29 hxg5 hxg5 30 l:te5 
with a more active rook endgame. 
26 ... gxf4 27 l:txf4 ne8 

Now that the king controls d7 the fook 

ca n be used for active mea ns. 
28 �(3?1 

White should have preferred 28 l:td2, 
preventing ':e2; for example, 28 ... l:te6 29 g3 
�e5 30 �xe5 ':xe5 31 �g2 ':e6 32 :tdf2 

�d7 with equality - Kasparov. 
28 ... l:te2 29 l:tf2 J:[e4 30 l:th3 as! 

Intending ... a5-a4 with a slight initiative. 

Example 1 73 
A.Yusupov-P.Enders 

German Championship, Bremen 
1998 

As we can see from the aggressive de­

ployment of his queen and bishop along 
the bl-h7 diagonal, White is preparing an 
attack on the kingside. In response to this 

Black applies a clever prophylactic mao 
noeuvre. 
17 .• .lilb8! 

The knight is heading for f8 where it will 
reinforce the kings ide defence, in particular 
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the h7-square. This retreat also clears the 
hl-a8 diagonal for the bishop. 
18 l:1.e3 

Or 18 �e5?! 'tII'd5!, when both 19 'tII'g3 
':xO and 19 f3 �a6 fail for White. 
18...lilbd7 19 1ilh41ilf8 20 IIh3 

With the threat of 21 �xh6 gxh6 22 
'tII'd2!, unleashing a scary attack. 

20 ... �e41 
A powerful counter-strike based on 

White's vulnerable back rank. 
21Ibe4?! 

A lesser evil was 21 ttb5 a6 22 "b3 
.i.xbl 23 tt'xbl �d5 with some advantage 
for Black due to the weaknesses on c3 and 
c4. In contrast, White's attack has lost most 
of its potential after the departure of his 
light-squared bishop. 
21 ... �xe4 22 'iWxe4 W'xd4! 23 thd4 

After 23 -.el .-dl 24 Wfl 'it'a4! the 
threat of l:tdl is very strong, e.g. 25 �d3 

l:I.xd3 26 l:txd3 ..-xh4 with a clear advantage 
- Knaak. 
23 .. .J:bd4 24 �(2 

24 ... l:I.xh4! 
One more tactical twist, which practi· 

cally decides the game. 
25 ':xh4 :tX(3 26 .i.e3 lb(2 

Black later realized his material advan­
tage. 



A piece with a natural need for prophy­

laxis is the king. In fact we just saw a few 
cases where weak points in the king's posi­
tion were covered by his fellow pieces. 
However, the prophylaxis can also be per­
formed by the king himself; e.g. by wgl-hl 
or ... 9o'gS-h8 as seen in Hellsten-Olesen, 

Guliev-Timman and Avrukh-Grigoriants. As 
for positions with long castling, a prophy­

lactic �C1-b1 or .A.'cS-b8 is even more fre­
quent, and we saw one example in Tim­
man-Kamsky, where both sides in fact car­
ried out this idea. Here are a few other 
methods of royal prophylaxis. 

Example 1 74 
L.B.Hansen--S. Tiviakov 

Istanbul Olympiad 2000 

Most of White's pieces are directed at 
the enemy kingside. and next he might be 
planning 21 'it'd3 with the worrying threat 
of 22 d5 exd5 23 .�xf6 'itxf6 24 'ith7+ ..thS 

25 '''h8 mate. How should Black react to 
this? 

20 ••• 'it;f8! 
Removing the king from the vulnerable 

g8-square in advance. A more active try like 
20 ... lbg4?! permits 21 'itd3!, intending 

Prophylaxis 

21...lbxe3 22 fxe3 "'g5 23 d5! exd5 24 'ilth7+ 
..tfS 25 lbf5 with a decisive attack. 
21 'ii'd3 'it'h4 22 h3 

Parrying the threat of 22 ... lbg4. Now the 
22 d5 idea has lost considerable strength. 
since the queen no longer enters with check 

on h7; e.g. 22...exd5 23 �xf6 gxf6! 24 cxd5 
lbe3 25 fxe3 .�d7with an unclear game. 
22 •.•. �f4 23 %lee1 'ilfg5 

Tying the white knight to the defence of 
91 and preparing the next, strong move. 
24 .�a2 b51 

A typical counter-strike against the 

hanging pawns, and one that we already 
saw in Aagaard.Akesson (p. 201). 
25 d51? 

Since 25 cxb5?! �xb5 or 25 C5?! :adS 
produces a weak pawn on d4 and a strong 

base for the black pieces on d5, White goes 
for a pawn sacrifice. 
25 •.• bxc4 26 .i.xf6 gxf6 

After 26 ... 'itxf6?!  27 . IhC4 Black would 
just have an additional worry about lbg3-
hs. 
27 S;(.XC4 .i.xd5 28 .�xd5 'ilt'xd5 

Safer than 2S ... l:.adS 29 lOe4 Axd5 30 

"C3 - Wells. 
29 'ilt'xd5 exd5 

Black's extra pawn yields him a slight 
advantage in the endgame. 
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Example 175 
V.Akopian-J_Polgar 

Merida 2000 

As beginners we were told to secure our 
king from back rank mates by advancing a 

pawn in front. This idea remains frequent 
in practke at an levels. In the above posi· 
tion Black has a definite initiative thanks to 

the opponent's stranded king in the centre. 
Before taking concrete action, Polgar ap· 
plies some simple prophylaxis. 
21 ... h6! 

Creating a flight square on h7, some­
thing that will prove useful in any tactical 

context. In contrast, the active 21...11C2?! 22 
b3 :a2 runs into 23 'ilfe5!, covering a1 and 
threatening mate, with counterplay. 
22 liJd4?1 

This won't end well, but it is was not 
easy for White to free himself. For example, 
if 22 b3, intending Wd2 and ':Cl, then sim­
ply 22 ... �xb3! 23 'it'xb3 ':C1+ 24 q;.d2lbh1 
and Black wins the exchange, now that 25 

'ilfbS+ can be parried by 25 ... q;.h7. 
22 .. .''-g2 23 :f1 .id7! 

Perhaps Akopian overlooked this strong 

transfer of the bishop to h3. 
24 1il13 
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Or 24 f3 iLh3 25 :gl :Cl+! 26  ..-XCl 
"-xgl+ and wins - Polgar. 
24 ... d41 

A nice blow on the theme of deflection. 
Now both 25 'ilfxd4 :Cl+ and 25 lUxd4 iLh3 

win. 
25 ... f4 g5 26liJxg5 

Hardly a correct sacrifice. but after 26 
'5'd2 DeS 27 'W'd3 iLg4 2S lUg1 :cS White 
ends up in a terribly passive position. 

26 ... hxgs 27 'ilf'xg5+ �8 28 'llih6+ �e8 29 f3 
After 29 'ilf'h8+ rj;e7 30 '-h4+ f6 31 1ifh7+ 

�d6 the checks are over - Polgar. 

29 ... .:e61 
Winning the h2-pawn. The rest is easy. 

30 ... f4 "xh2 31 "'b8+ �e7 32 �d2 De2+1 
33 �xe2 'l'xe2+ 34 �b3 'JIl'xfl 35 1itb4+ �e6 

White resigned. 

Example 176 
Kir .Georgiev-R.Dautov 

Istanbul Olympiad 2000 

In view of the weakness on d5, White 
has a slight but enduring edge. However, 

the pawn is immune for the moment, i.e. 
26 iLxd5?? iLxd5 27 lbd5 'ilf'xd5! 28 '5'xd5 
':a1+. Moreover, Black has a dangerous 
plan in ..... c3 fonowed by ... llal. 



26 g31 

A simple prophylact)c measure. Georgiev 
moves his king from the vulnerable back 
rank to a safer place on g2. This is indeed a 
very common method in practice, one that 
we already saw in Anand-Adams (p. 62) and 

Spassky-Taimanov (p. 143), the latter actu­
ally in a much less tactical context. 
26 ... "'0 27 �g2 ,ua2 

A tempting move which lets Black swap 

the d5-pawn for the one on e3, but even so 
White retains an edge. The alternative was 
27 ... l:ta1, when 28 tt'd2 .xb3 29 l:lb4! 'Wlt'a2 
30 .xa2 l:lxa2 31 :xb6 ,ua7 32 l:lbS fol­

lowed by iLxdS yields White some practical 
chances in a theoretically drawn endgame. 
28 iLxdS 'tbe3 29 'i'f31 �xdS 

Here and on the next move, after 

29 ... 'i'xf3+ 30 �xf3 .ixdS+ 3 1 l:txd5 'iti8 32 
l:td6! White again obtains practical winning 
chances; e.g. 32 ... l:la6 33 b4 followed by 34 
bS or 32 .. ..:b2 33 l:txb6 - Dautov. 

30 l:lxdS 'liteS 
Now it is Black who has a back rank 

problem, e.g. 30 ... 'i'e7 31 'llte3!' 
31 ,ud6 bS 32 'i'e6 'lltf8? 

Black should have taken his last chance 
to enter a rook endgame by 32...'iIi'xc6+! 33 

l:txc6 �f8 - Dautov. Indeed, after 34 .rJ.b6 
<J;e7 35 lhbS l:lb2 Black's well-placed rook 

Prophylaxis 

implies some chances for a draw. 

33 lId71 b4 34l1b7 

The activity of White's major pieces has 
increased considerably. 

34 ... g6 3S 'iWe4 "'es 36 "'e8+ 'i'fS 37 "'es 
Preparing .f4 in order to tie up the 

black queen to the f7-pawn. 
37 ... 'i'a8?? 

A bad time-trouble error, but after 
37 .. l:tC2 38 'i'f4! hS 39 :b8! :c8 40 l:txb4 

White had a stable edge. Now he achieves a 
decisive double threat. 
38 -..e71 lbf2+ 39 �xf2 'i'a2+ 40 'itf3 

.-xb3+ 
Black resigned, not waiting for 41 'iti4. 

Nimlowitsch introduced the concept of 

mysterious rook moves, by which a rook is 
placed on a potentially open file. This idea 
is rather standard in today's practice, and 

we already saw a related case in lugovoi­
Orlov (p. 66). Here is one more example. 

Example 177 
Zsu,Polgar-U_Biinsch 

Dortmund 1990 

White has employed the Exchange 
Variation with �e2 against the Queen's 
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Gambit. Now she is planning e3-e4 with a .:txe4 31 .tr.f8+ �h7 32 �d3 or 29 ... .tr.xe4 30 
strong pawn centre, an idea familiar to us "f8+1 with similar consequences. 
from Hellsten-soppe (p. 176). Black, on the 
other hand, would like to create counter­
play by a timely ... c6·c5. 

14 .tr.adl1 

Giving some extra support to the d4-
pawn and discouraging Black from ... c6-cs. 
14 . ..I;lg6 

Indeed, after 14 ... Cs?! 15 �xf6 �xf6 16 
dXc5 .:txe3 17 lDxdS! White wins a pawn, 

thanks to the presence ofthe rook on d1. 
15 il.f. il.d6 

On this occasion 15 ... Cs? runs into 16 
�xg6 hxg6 17 dXC5 �xC5 18 lDxd5!, again 

winning a pawn - Polgar. 
16 e41 dxe4 17 fxe4 lDg4 18 eSI �C7 

After 18. .. lLlxf2? 19 'W'xf2 f7-pawn falls. 
19 �C41 

Increasing the pressure on f7 and un­
blocking the rook on dl in order to safe­
guard the d4·pawn. 
19 ... .:te7 20 �hl 

With the simple plan of �g1 and h2-h3. 

2o ... lDxf2+ 21 'W'xf2 'lll'd7 22 lDe4! 
Heading for g5 or c5 with a strong at· 

tack. The game continued 22 ... .tr.f8 23 .f3 
'ite8 24 'i'h5 �h8 25 .tr.d3! h6 26 .tr.df3lDxe5 
27 dxe5 .tr.xe5 28 .:txf7! .tr.xf7 29 'i'xf7 and 
Black resigned in view of 29 ...• xf7 30 .tr.xf7 

no 

Another simple but useful prophylactic 
measure is the retreat of a piece just before 

it is threatened. We already came across 
this idea in a few earlier examples, such as 
Cabrilo·Ziatdinov with 32 ... .tr.a8 (p. 49) and 
Beliavsky·YusuPov with 24 ..... e7 (p. 151). 
The main point ofthis idea is to gain more 

flexibility on our next move, as in the fol­
lowing example. 

Example 178 
R.Vera Gonzalez-P.Cramling 

Las Palmas 1988 



In this typical Benoni structure Black has 
just played ... a7-a6 with the apparent in­
tention of ... b6-bS. 

19 -'.111 
Retreating the bishop in advance. Now if 

Black goes ... b6-bS anyway, then after a 
double capture on bS White obtains the 
possibility of :a1-a7, a move that he obvi­

ously didn't have at his disposal in the first 
place. 
19 .. .l:.ec8 

Indeed, after 19 ... bS? 20 axbs axbs 21 
:a7! Black is in trouble; e.g. 21 ... b4 22 �bS 

:ec8 23 eS!,  intending 23 ... dxes? 24 d6, or 
21...c4 22 es!  �h7 23 f4 with a clear advan­
tage - Vera. 
20g3 

White is in no hurry and makes a useful 
move on the other flank which enables 
�f1-h3 at some moment. 

20 ... bS 

The only chance for activity. 
21 axbS axbS n lla71 b4 23 �a4 

Due to Black's sensible 19th move, 23 
ltJbS? no longer worked: 23 .. .lhbS 24 .iLxbS 

'iWxbS. 
23 ..... d824eSI 

A strong advance that clears the posi­

tion for the bishop pair and softens up the 
cs-pawn. 

Proph yfoxis 

24 ... �fxdS 
Or 24 ... dxes 25 d6 �e6 26 �C4 with a 

clear edge - Vera. 
25 -'.C41 dxes 26 "b3 

A tempting choice, though the simple 26 
ltJxcS might have been even stronger. 
26 ... :a8! 27 nxa8 J:.xa8 28 J:.dl 'i!fe81 

By mea ns of some minor tactics Cram­

ling avoids immediate defeat. 
29 lbxcS lLlb6 30 -'.d31 

With the threat of 31 .iLxg6. 
30 ... �h7 31 "i'xb4 

Thanks to his bishop pair and poten­

tially strong passed pawn, White keeps a 
stable advantage. 

Exampfe 1 79 
J. Timman-A.Karpoy 

London 1984 

The same method of retreating a piece 
before it is threatened can be particularly 
powerful when applied to the king in a tac­
tical context. Here White is trying to make 
his attack work by means of ibaS+ and a 
sacrifice on c6. 
19 ... 'iPa81 

An excellent prophylactic measure. By 

parrying the check on as in advance, Black 
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obtains a greater number of choices on his 
next move. Less clear is 19 ... dS 20 ike3 

�b4+ 21 'iW2, or 19 ... gS 20 l:I.xc6!? dxc6 21 
€las+ with huge complications. 
20 M 

Preventing 20 ... gS. At this point 20 €las? 
fails outright to 20 .... !iLb4+!, winning a 

piece, since neither 21 'ifxb4 'i'e2 mate, nor 
21 �d2 l:I.xes work for White. 
20 ... dSI 

With his own king secured Black 

launches a strong counterattack on the 
stranded enemy king in the centre. 
21 'i'e3 

If 21 �C2, 21 ... l:I.xes+! 22 �.xes 'ifxe5+ 23 
'iW2 �d6 24 ,.'xc6+ <bxa7 followed by .. .11f8+. 
21 .. ,g51 

Anyway! Now the f-file is decisively 

cleared for the attack. 
22 �xgs �b4+ 23 'iW2 l:I.hf8+ 24 �g2 

Or 24 �f4 l:1.xes 2S �d4l:1.xf4+! etc. 
24 ... l:I.xeSI 25 'i'xes 'i'f3+ 26 �h2 "f2+ 

In view of 27 <bh3 �.c8+ 28 g4 .:%.f3+, 
White resigned. 
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Example 180 
N.Grandelius-I.Sokolov 

Malmo 2009 

Here is a similar case from a later stage 
of the game. Despite the material balance 
White ts much better due to the exposed 

enemy king; however, the straightforward 
60 'jf'd6? fails to 6O ... ne3+ 61 <bh2 'jf'es+! 

saving a draw, and 60 'i'a7? �e3+! is simi­
lar. 
60 'it'h2! 

Securing the king from any checks in 
advance. Now the black rook can't move 
due to the mate on g7. 
60., .• c6 

The most tenacious choice. In contrast, 
the game saw 60 ... thS?! 61 'i'd3! and BlacK 

resigned in view of 61...nfS 62 'ifb3+! 'ibhS 
63 'ifb8+ nf8 64 'itb2+ <;togS 6S 'it'g7 mate. 

6111a7 
After 61 'i'xes?! 'i'xd7 62 �xgS+ �8 63 

'ilt'xhS White should also be able to win, but 
the text is simpler. 

61 ••• 111'16 

Black managed to defend against both 
threats at es and d8, but now White is able 
to simplify to a rooK endgame with two ex­
tra pawns. 

62 .:%.aSI lle6 63 'i'xf6 l:.xf6 641:txgS+ itf7 6S 
l1xhS 11a6 66 11fS+1 'it'g6 67 11f2 

White wins rather easily by activating 
his king, while the rook defends the pawns 
- Golubev. 

For the related exercises, see page 347. 

Provocation 
A common idea within modern practice is 
to force the opponent to make undesirable 
moves. In the present book, this goes under 
the term provocation. From a strategical 

perspective, the cases with pawn moves are 
the most interesting to study, due to the 
greater long-term impact on the position. 
For example, the provocative measures can 
cause weak squares and weak pawns in the 



opponent's camp, and also restrict his 
pieces. In the earlier section about creating 

weaknesses we saw several examples 
where the pawns themselves performed 
this task, for example by majority and mi­
nority attacks. In contrast, the following 
examples focus on provocation realized by 

the pieces. 

Example 181 
G.Hertneck·A.KarpoY 
German League 1994 

White has just played 18 a4 preparing 
a4-a5 with a majority attack. Karpov finds 
the perfect antidote. 
18 ... i.a61 

By attacking the c4-pawn, Black pro­

vokes b4-b5 which will convert the c5-
square into a base for his pieces. 
19b5 

After 19 .-a2?! lHc8 the c4-pawn just 
gets in trouble. so Hertneck accepts the 
provocation. 

19 .. �b7 20 as h6 
Black delays occupying the cs-square, so 

as not to obstruct his rooks, and resorts to 
some useful prophylaxis. 
21l:.dl :fc8 22 h3 

Prophylaxis 

Or 22 .:iib4 lDg4 23 .i.el fS with counter­
play - Karpov. 
22 ... ./l)d7 

The knight glances at cS and also over­
protects the es-pawn, thus enabling a fu­
ture ... d6-dS with a fight for the c-file. 
23 lDd2 li'1ecSI 

leaving the enemy knight awkwardly 
placed on d2. 
24 axb6 axb6 25 f3 e41 26 fXe4 

After 26 f4?! tt:xl3 27 'llt'd4 �7CS Black is 
clearly better - Karpov. We saw a similar 

case with "neighbouring" protected 
squares in Sasikiran-l1jushin (p. 23). 

26 . .ll�xe4 27 �xe4 i.xe4 
Avoiding the doubtful 27 ._. 'it'xe4?! 28 

i.f3 'llt'xe3+ 29 i.f2 with some counterplay 
for the pawn. 

28 >tg3 'iIIg6 

Thanks to his light square grip Black has 
the better chances. The game saw 29 �h2 
d5! 30 %lacl �f6 31 .i.fl %lC5 32 cxd5 �xd5 

3 3  ':xcs l1xc5 and Karpov went on to win. 

Example 182 
F.Vallejo Pons·S.Karjakin 

Dos Hermanas 2003 

In this Hedgehog position Black has just 
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played ... g7-g6 in order to conclude his de­
velopment by ... �g7 and ... 0-0. 

14 �d41 
An annoying reply. Now Black will either 

have to weaken his pawn structure by ... e6-
e5, or suspend further development. less 

convincing was 14 f4?! �g7 15 f5 0-0 with a 
balanced game. 
14 ... eS 

Opting for the former. After 14 .. J�.g8 15 

::tadl �g7 16 �e2, attacking d6, or 14 . ..loe5 
15 f4 �xd3 16 'iWxd3! eS 17 (xeS dxe5 18 
�f2, preparing �d5, Black has some diffi­
culties - Ftacnik. 

is �e3 �g7 

can be appreciated: a protected square on 

dS. 

16 .. :lId8 
Or 16 ... �xd5 17 cxdS, followed by :tacl, 

with strong pressure along the c-file. 

17 Mil 
An interesting advance. Vallejo has es· 

timated that the kings ide ts where his ad­
vantage can be most easily increased. Now 
17 ... hS? !  18 �g5! just leads to new prob­
lems for Black, so he prefers to continue 

development. 
17 ... 0·0 18 hS li:'JcS 19 h6! �h8 

19 ... t;Jxd3? failed to 20 hxg7 �xg7 21 
�xb6, but the alternative 19 ... �f6 was 

probably a lesser evil - Ribli. 
20 b41 li:'Jd7 

Due to the inclusion ofh5-h6 and ... �g7-
h8, Black can't reply 20 ... �xd3? 21 �xb6 

li:'Jf4 due to 22 �xd8 lDe2+ 23 ..to>h2 li:'Jxg3 24 
li:'Je7 mate, while 20 ... �xd5 21 bXc5 il.b7 22 
cxb6 is also bad for him. In conclusion, the 
natural 18 ... ltk5 seems to fail tactically. 

21 �gSI 
Again White uses this bishop for pro­

vocative means. Now the double threat at 
d8 and e7 forces Black to a further weaken­
ing of his pawn structure by .. .f7·f6, since 

16 ttJdS the pin after 21...lDf6? 22 'i6'h4 would be 
The first fruit of the provocative 14 �d4 fatal for him. 
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21 .. .f6 22 �e3l:.f7 23 �e21 
A useful move that directs the bishop to 

the promising h3-CS diagonal, and also 
clears the d-file for the major pieces to­

wards the weak pawn on d6. 
23 ... ¢f8 24 llad1 f5 

Exposing the king, but Black's position 
was difficult anyway. 

25 exf5 gxf5 26 f4! �xd5 
Or 26 ... e4 27 .iihS winning the ex­

change. 
27 llxd5 lOf6 28 :ld3 lOe4 29 "h3! 

This indirect attack on the fs-pawn fi­
nally breaks the black defence. 
29 ... 'I'c8 30 �h5 11f6 31 .iixb6 "xc4 32 fxe5 
dxe5 33 llxf5 

The rest is easy. 
33 ... "C1+ 34 IId1 '1ltxh6 35 �e31 "l'g7 36 
il.13/OC3 37 il.h6 

Black resigned. 
The knight can also be useful in provok­

ing unwanted moves from the opponent. 
Here is one example. 

Example 183 
LPortisch-Z.Alm •• i 

Hungarian Team Championship 
2001 

Prophylaxis 

14 .•. /Od6! 
By attacking the c4-pawn Black aims at 

clearing the fl-a6 diagonal for his bishop. 
less promising is 14 ... cS 15 dxcS bxcS 16 bS 
.iib7 17 e3 with a slight white advantage -
Almasi. 

15 c5 
15 bS? drops a pawn after lS ... cxbS 16 

axbs lOxbS, while the passive 15 lOd2 can 
be met by lS ... lOf6, followed by 16 ... lOfe4, 
renewing the fight for the c4-square. 

15 •.• lOe4 
Just like in the previous two examples 

the "provocative" piece, after completing 
its mission, returns to its original square. 

16 cxb6 
Also after 16 e3 bxcS 17 bxcS "0, pre­

paring ... e6-es, Black has some initiative. 
16 ... axb6 17 e3 .ii f61 

Since the immediate 17 ... cS?l permits 18 
dxcS bxcS 19 bS �b7 20 as, Almasi pre· 
pares it. 

181i1b31! 
18 llacl seems preferable, leaving the 

al·h8 diagonal. 

18 ... .iie211911dc1 C51 
Producing a strong passed pawn that 

will be well assisted by the bishop on e2. 
20 lOC2 c4 21 'i'b2 bSI 

Thus Black fixes a target on b4 and rules 
out any attempts with b4·bS and lOb4-c6. 
22 axbs c3 23 *'b3 tf'e81? 

Opening a kings ide front. although 
23 ... .iic4 followed by 24 ... .iixbS seemed 
much simpler. 

24 h3 'iWh5 25 lt:lh2 tOd2 26 "a3?! 
Correct was 26 ..-a2 �C4 27 'iWa6 'i'f7 

with unclear play - Almasi. 

26 .. .iLxb5 27 f3 .iie21 
More provocation. Now White has either 

to weaken his pawn structure or expose his 

king. 
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z8 �z il.d3 
Thanks to his strong passed pawn Black 

is clearly better. 

Now let's see two examples where the 
provocation is carried out by a rook. 

Example 184 
Pr.Nikolic·l.Van Wely 

Groningen 1993 

In the above position White has a stable 
advantage thanks to his superior pawn 
structure, but how to increase it? 
23 Ah31 

Before installing the knight on c5, Niko-
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lie provokes a new weakness on the king· 
side. The immediate 23 liJC5 could be met 

by 23�.'i'f7 24 :th3 h6! 25 :tel Ae8 with an 

inferior but solid position. 
23 ... &6 

Black is forced to weaken his dark 
squares, since after 23 ... h6?1 24 itlxf6t! 
liJxf6 2S 'it'g6 he has a problem with the h6· 
pawn - Van Wely. 
Z411lcS 'iIId6 zs 'iIId3 11f81 

Sensibly integrating both rooks in the 
kings ide defence. 
26 l:.u 

Here and on the next move, 26 'it'xbS?! 
permits 26 ... £I:.xd4 27 tl)e4 'it'b6! and Black 
liberates himself. 
26 ... 11ae8 27 %lf3 

The rook had fulfilled its function on h3 
and now exerts pressure along the f-file. 
27 .. .c6 28 �.h61 

A strong move that leaves Black with a 

dilemma: ifhe swaps bishops then the dark 
squares are eternally weakened, whereas if 

he doesn't, then a future white attack is 
enhanced by the bishop on h6. 
28 .. .lIf7 

After 28 ... ii.g7 29 .itxg7 %lxf3 30 'it')«3 
Wxg7 White also keeps the advantage, but 
the black king would have felt safer than in 

the game. 
29 &31 

Preparing h4-hS with a majority attack. 
The continuation of this game was featured 
in the earlier section on creating weak­
nesses (see Example 122). 

Example 185 
la.Karlsson·J.Helisten 

Swedish Team Championship 
1995 

In this Slav-like position it is far from 



evident how to proceed with White. If 18 
eS, clearing the hl-a8 diagonal for the 

bishop, then by 18 ... as! Black fixes his 
queenside pawn structure in the best pos­
sible way, with ... f7-f6 and .. �f7 as a fur­
ther plan. On the other hand, 18 b4?!, gain­
ing some space and preventing ... a7-aS, 

runs into 18 .. .lub3! 19 Ilxa7 1:lxa7 20 �xa7 
tL:id2, recovering the pawn with a clear ini­
tiative. Karlsson finds a third and excellent 
option. 

181h51 
Attacking the knight on cS, which can't 

move due to the bishop hanging on hS. 
Thus Black i s  forced to  reply 18 ... b6, which 

leaves him with a weakness on c6 and dis­
cards the aforementioned structure with 
pawns on as, b7 and c6. 

18 ... b619na2 
White's next step isn't hard to predict: 

e4-eS with an attack on c6. 
19 ... lld3? 

A flawed attempt for counterplay. 
Equally bad was 19 ... aS? 20 eS l::acB due to 
21 �h3! l::C7 22 g4, winning a piece. In­

stead, Black should have tried 19 .. .f6 20 eS 
�f7!, when both 21 �xc6 �xc4 and 21 b3 
:dc8 yield him chances for a successful de­
fence. 
20 lle1 f6 21 e5 �e8 

Prophylaxis 

During the game I thought that the 
worst was over. White's next move came 

like a cold shower. 
22 i!LJbS! 

Not just attacking a7, but a Iso threaten­
ing 23 liJC7, followed by captures on e8 and 

e6. 
22 ... %tb3 

Preparing 23 ... tL:id3 to complicate the 
game. After 22 ... liJe6? 23 �xb6! Black's p0-

sition collapses. 
23 �d4! 

The most technical choice, in order to 
eliminate the active rook on b3. After 23 

tL:iC7?! tL:id3 24l:e2 �hS the game becomes 
unnecessarily complicated. 
23 ... �d3 24 %leal 

A good alternative was 24 liJxb3 �xel 
2S �e4!, trapping the knight. 
24 .. .lbb2 25 l:lxb2 lLlxb2 

26 lLlxc6 
Finally ruining the black queens ide. 26 

�xc6?! �xc6 27 lLJxc6 ¢f7 is less convinc­
ing, when the absence of the white bishop 
pair gives Black more chances of survival. 

26 ... -'ixc6 27 �xc6 l:c8 28 �d5+ ¢>f8 29 
lba7 fxes 

Unfortunately, 29 ... tL:ixc4? failed to 30 
�e6!, when the black rook can't cover the 
knight and the back rank at the same time. 
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30 fxes 
With a sound extra pawn and a strong 

bishop pair, White is winning. 

Example 186 
A.Yusupoy·A.Shiroy 
Prague (rapid) 2002 

The queen also has a great provocative 

potential. In the position above White 
hasn't really gained enough activity to 
compensate his isolated pawn, but that 
could change if he achieves l:d3-h3(g3) 
with an attack 

16 ... 'lWd51 
Provoking f2-f3, a move White is hardly 

ever happy to play in the current structure. 
It doesn't just hamper a future kings ide 
attack. it also weakens the dark squares 
surrounding his own king. 
17f3 b4 

Now that there is no longer any need for 
defensive measures, 5hirov initiates an at­
tack himself on the queens ide. 

18 i.e1 as 19 "e3 
Prophylaxis against ... i.b7-a6. 

19 .. "Uae8 20 i.g3?! 
Overly passive. 20 i.h4 must have been 

better. 
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20._.a4! 
Preparing ... a4-a3 in order to fix a target 

on a2 and soften up the c3-square for his 
own pieces. 

21 fae1 a3 22 b3 "d8 
Vacating the d5-square for the knight, 

from where it can reach 0. 

23 i.e4 '::'e31 

This intermediate move creates some 

uncomf01table disorder in the enemy 
camp. 

24 l:d3?1 
Practically dropping a pawn. After 24 

"'e2 ti)xe4 25 fxe4 i.d6!, followed by ..... 0 

and ... ,tHcS, White is also suffering, but at 
least the material remains even. 

24...loxe4 25 fxe4 ne21 26 lle2 
Or 26 lld2 il.g5!. overklading the white 

queen. 

26 .. .it.gS 27 '1ltf2 
If 27 "'f3, then 27 ... :C1+ 28 J::e1 fS! win­

ning - Huzma n. 
27 .. J:e1+ 28 ne1 �.xe4 29 Uxe1 �.xe1 30 

IIdl >I.b> 
With a sound extra pawn Black went on 

to win. 

Provocative measures can also prove 
useful when attacking the enemy king. 

Here are two examples. 



Example 187 
M.TaloK.Darga 

USSR-West Germany match. 
Hamburg 1960 

White has the more active position, but 
his es-pawn is exposed and the liberating 
... e6·e5 thrust must also be considered. How 

to proceed? The natural 15 ll'ld6 doesn't 
yield much after lS ... �)(d6 16 exd6 "b6+ 
17 ¢'hl (5'. when BlacK manages to finish 
off the bishop pair while safely blocking the 

passed pawn. On the other hand. the pro­
phylactic 15 �hl?! permits 15 .. ,(5, when 16 
ll'lf6+ fails to 16 ... lOxf6 17 exf6 iLxg2+ 18 
¢'xg2 tt(6+ etc. 
15 ilh51 

At first sight a rather useless move, 
since Black can easily dislodge the queen by 

... 97-96. However, Tal has estimated that 
the ensuing weaknesses on f6 and h6 will 

enhance a further attack 
15 ... g6 

After IS ... cS? 16 ll'lf6+! White wins rna· 

terial; e.g. 16 ... �xf6 17 exf6 lL'lxf6 18 �xC7 
lL'lxh5 19 �xb7 %la7 20 �f3 - Tal. If Black 
improves this line by 15 ..... b6+ 16 �hl c5. 
then after 17 %ladl .tI.ad8 18 �g5 White 
keeps some initiative. 

Prophylaxis 

16..-e2! 
Perhaps Darga was only expecting 16 

�6?!. when 16 ... lL'lxe5 17 lL'lg5 �xg5 18 

�xg5 f5! solves all his problems. 
16 ... C5 

If 16 ... lL'lxe5. then 17 %lael 'itb6+ 18 �hl 
lL'ld7 19 �h6 :fe8 20 1Iff3 f5 21 �C3! �f8 22 

�xf8 ..tI.xf8 23 lL'ld6 with a clear initiative -
Tal. The attempt to avoid this by 17 ... f6? 

fails to 18 lL'lxf6+. transposing to a clearly 
better endgame. 
17 �f6+ �xf6 

After 17 ... �h8?! 18 lL'lxd7 .xd7 19 %ladl 

.0 20 �h6 the f7-pawn faUs. so Black has 
to accept a further weakening of the dark 
squares. 
18 exf6 e5 

Or 18 .....
. 
b6?! 19 �xb7 1Ifxb7 20 �d6. 

preparing "'e3·h6 - Ta 1. 

19 �xe5! 
Thanks to his strong pawn on f6, White's 

dark-squared bishop is no longer essential 
in the attack. In contrast, the tempting 19 
�xb7?! 1Ifxb7 20 �xe5? .tI.ae8 21 'it"e3 failed 
to 21.. . .:xe5 22 'ilt'h6 lL'lxf6!, repelling the 
attack. 

19 ... �xe5 
Or 19 ... 'itxes 20 'i'xe5 lLlxe5 21 �xb7 

':ab8 22 �d5 ':xb2 23 l:.ael with a clearly 
better endgame - Tal 
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20 il..xb7 ::tab8 
After 20 ... 'iIt'xb7 21 'i'xes l:lfe8 22 'i'C3 

J:te2 23 l:lf2 White is simply a pawn up. 
21 >tdS llb6 

In the event of 21..JIxb2 22 .lIae1 t{)d7, 

Tal had planned 23 �xf7+! :'xf7 24 'ilt'e8+ 
with a decisive 25 :'e7 on the next move. 
22 l:ae1 �d7 23 1i'e71 c4 

If 23 .. :ild6, then simply 24 .lId!!. In this 
and the previous note, the strength of the 
f6-pawn is striking. 

24 'it'h11 
The prophylactk king move, a subject 

familiar to us from the previous section. 

Now Black is fatally tied up. 
24 .. lhcb2 25 ne61 l:lbb8 26 �d6 :'bd8 27 
IId1 

In view of the inevitable 28 il..f3, Black 
resigned. 

Example 188 
E.Bacrot-A.BeUavsky 

Enghien les Bains 1999 

In this double-edged position White 
would like to progress on the kingside, but 
the natural 16 il..d3?t doesn't yield much 

after 16 ... h6. Bacrot finds a stronger option. 
16IWd31 

230 

Just like in the previous example White 
provokes ... g7·g6 with his queen, but for a 
different reason: to create a target for his 

h4·hS advance. 
16 ... g6 17 'i!fg3 

The queen approaches the enemy king 

and avoids an annoying ... c6-cs. 
17 ... h6 

After 17 .. .tlJdS 18 �ce4 Black can no 
longer play 18 ... h6? due to 19 lLlxe6! - Atlas. 

18 tbge4 t{)dS 19 f41 
Since the immediate 19 hS?! permits 

19 ... gS. Bacrot prepares it 

19 .. .''''g7 
After 19 ... hS?! 20 �e2 �h8 21 �gs, with 

ideas like �xhS, the black king i s  in danger. 
20 hS gs 

Other moves can be met by 21 �d3, 
stepping up the pressure on g6. 
21 hgs il..xgs 22 lLJxdS cxdS 

After 22 ... exdS?! 23 t{)d6 �c8 24 �d3, 

preparing 0·0, White has a promising at· 
tack, with fS as a base for his pieces. 

23 lLJxgSI 
Releasing the h-pawn, which will turn 

into a headache for Black during the rest of 
the game. 
23 ... 'i'xgS 

Beliavsky accepts an inferior endgame, 

aware that after 23 ... hxgs 24 �d3, intend-



ing 0-0 and l:tf6, his king is unlikely to sur­
vive; e.g. 24 ... fS 25 exf6+ 'it'xf6 26 l:tfl 'Wte7 
27 h6+! ¢'gS 2S ¢'d21 with the dreadful 
threat of 29 'it'es. 

24 .... xgS+ hxgs 2S h6+¢'h8 26 ':c1 l:tac8 27 
l:txc8 .:ixc8 

Or 27 ... l:txcS 28 o:;Pd2, followed by �d3 
and l:tfl, with a huge advantage. In the 
game Black manages to avoid this scenario 
by swapping the white e-pawn. 
28 i.d3 fS 29 exf6 l:txf6 30 l:thSI l:tf4 31 
lbgs l:txd4 32 'it'e2 

Prophylaxis 

Preparing h6-h7 with a strong initiative 

in the endgame. The game concluded 
32 ... l:tf4 33 ¢'e3 Af6 34 h7 Uf8 35 'it'd41 a6 
36 <;Pes i.d7 37 i.bl! jj.bS 38 'OPxe6 d4 39 
.zr.e7 l:tb8 40 l:tdS l:teS+ 41 ¢'f7 .i.c4 42 ¢'xeS 

jj.xdS 43 g4 and Black resigned in view of 
43 ... jj.C4 44 gs d3 45 g6 ¢'g7 46 hS'Wt+l 
<;Pxh8 47 �8 - Atlas. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 350. 
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Chapter Six 

Miscellaneous 

This final chapter contains a mix of ele­
ments and concepts related to strategy. 

Weak square s 
The subject of weak squares is present in 
various parts of this book. especially in the 
section on improving the knight. Here we 

will continue the investigation, starting 
with two examples where the weak squares 

are exploited by other pieces. 

Exampfe 189 
V .Kramnik-V .Zvjaginsev 

Tilburg 1998 

(see following diagram) 
White is slightly better thanks to his 

more active pieces. A careful look also re­
veals that Black's queenside is somewhat 
exposed on the dark squares, a fact that 
Kramnik exploits at once. 

2S ll'ldl! 
The knight is regrouped to e3 and, more 

importantly. the queen gains access to the 
protected square on h4. 
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25 ••• g61! 
Zvjaginsev avoids a future knight trans­

fer to fS, but more to the point was 

2S .. :ii'd6!. preventing 26 'ii'b4. White could 
react by 26 l1xe8 tlxe8 27 tlxe8+ iLxe8 28 
tOe3 iLd7 29 'W'as with a pleasant advan­
tage. but not as big as in the game. In con­
trast, 25 .. ./·t)C4?! was inadvisable on account 

of 25 iLxc4 dxc4 26 d5 with a strong passed 
pawn. 
26 'itb4! .!Lld7 

Or 26 ... .ttxe3 27 .!Llxe3 'ii'd8 28 .!Llg4!, eye­
ing both h6 and eS. 



27 .tbSI 
Swapping the opponent's bad bishop, 

but with a good reason: to win the a4-

pawn. 
27 •• .l:l.xe3 28 liJxe3 ltJf6 

If 28 ... lDb6, holding on to the pawn, then 
after 29 '094 �g7 30 .�)«(6 bxc6 31 'ike7 or 
31 'WItcS Black is under strong pressure. 
28 ... 'ika7? 29 lbxd5 is even worse. 
29 i.xa4 i.xa4 30 'ikxa4l:te8 

Preparing ... :t.e4 with some minimal 
compensation for the pawn. 

31 'iidl De4 32 lbg41 
White is obviously happy to exchange 

pieces. 
32 ..... t)xg4 33 hxg411'4 34 g3 1U6 35 'llt'b3? 

MOTe technical was 3S 1tes J:td6 36 'il'e2 

- Kramnik. 
3S ... tfd8? 

Black, on his part, misses the stronger 
35 ... 'ikc8!. intending 36 'it'xdS '1IfC2 with 
counterplay. 

36 'li'xb7 ltb6 

31 11eS .. ' 
This tactic forces a decisive exchange 

combination. The game concluded 

37 ... 'ikxe8 38 'ifxb6 'ikel+ 39 �g2 'ite4+ 40 
o:;t>h2 ¢'g7 41 tkO! and Black resigned in 
view of 41 ... 'ifxd4 42 'ifC3! or 41 ...... e2 42 

1ies+. 

Miscellaneous 

Example 190 
J.Helisten-R.Sagit 

Swedish Championship. 
Gothenburg 2006 

Despite a minimal material deficit Black 
has a comfortable game. His minor pieces 

are well placed and after a move like 
34 .. ."i'es or even 34 ... gS !?, gaining some 
space, it will not be easy for White to pro­

gress. However, my opponent fe11 for a 
more active continuation. 
34 ••• eS? 

Intending the advance ... eS-e4 followed 
by .. .lbd7-es, but the big flaw of this plan is 
that White gains a protected square for his 
pieces on dS. one that I will exploit to the 
maximum. 
35 �dSI e4 36 �C4 

A great diagonal for the bishop. Perhaps 
Sagit only at this point realized that 

36 ... lbd7? drops a piece to 37 g4. 
36...1Ii'h3 37 l:!dSI 

Improving the rook and vacating d1 for 
its colleague. 
37 •••. IiI.c3 

The bishop is mobilized to the kingside 
defence. This time 37 . ..lbd7 runs into 38 
"d1! �f6 39 ':d8+ .:txd8 40 'itxd8+ �h7 41 
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.ixf7, when 41...li)g4? fails to 42 'ilt'g8+. 
38 11bd1 iH6 3911d6! 

An annoying move for Black, whose 
bishop can't move due to the threat at g6. 
At the same time the ds-square is vacated 
for the other rook. 

39 ... lIb7 
In time trouble Sagit gives up a pawn in 

order to renew the rlea of ... li)d7-es. Passive 

defence was equally unsuccessful; e.g. 
39 .. .'WlI'fS 40 Uc6!, heading for 0, when 
40 ... i.es 41 lIdS leaves Black practically in 
zugzwang. It is rather striking that in just a 
few moves three white pieces have used the 
ds-square. 

40 .idS lIe7 41 lbb6 li)d7 42 lIb7 tDes 
43 it.xe4 

White is winning. 
43 ... lt'Jg4 44 11bS+ �h7 45 'i'xg41 

The most aesthetic choice, though 45 
l1dd8 'ilt'Xh2+ 46 'itf1 .. h3+ 47 .i.g2 also 

worked. 
4s ... 'ti'xg4 46 .:tddS :eS 

Or if instead 46 .. .'it'h6 47 l:th8+ 'iPgs 48 
h4+ etc. 

47 nxeS .i.dS 4S :tbxdS �h6 49 h4 1-0 

Sometimes the expioitation of a weak 
square can justify minor sacrifices, as in the 
following two examples. 
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Example 191 
Z.Milev-T. V_Petrosian 

Bucharest 1953 

I n  a typical Benoni position White is just 

about to dislodge the knight on es by f3-f4. 
Petrosian finds a timely antidote. 

15 ... C4! 
Preparing ... tlkS with focus on the d3' 

square. The fact that White can now win a 
pawn is less relevant. 

16 f411 
With hindsight 16 i.e3, preparing ll:rl2 

and .:Ie1, was a safer choice. There can foJ. 
low 16 ... �cs 17 li)d2 C3! 18 bxC3 bxC3 and 
Black keeps the initiative. In contrast, 
17 ... �cd3?! permits the exchange sacrifice 

18 �xd3 �xd3 19 ti)xc4! ti)xe1 20 'ifxe1 
when the worst is over for White. 
16 ... lDd3 17 itJxd3 cxd3 is 'ii'xd3 .!i:lC5 

White has won a pawn, but now he is 

faced with the strong plan of ... it.a6 and 
.Jild3. 
19 'i'dl it.a6 20 .i.f1 

Returning the pawn in order to parry 

the enemy plan. After 20 J:e3 l1c8! Black's 
activity is overwhelming, e.g. 21 li)d2? .!i.d4 
or 21 ..... h1 �d3!. 
2o. .. li)xe4! 21 .i.xa6 'iWb6+ 22 it.e3 'fkxa6 



White has ended up with a very difficult 
position, and his next move just accelerates 
the end. 

23 iLd4? �xd4+ 24 '*xd4 lDxg3! 25 tOe3 
Or 2S I1xe8+ nxeB 26 hxg3 Ae1+ with 

mate to follow. 
25 ... bxe3 26 hxg3 e2! 

The rest is easy. 
27 ¢'f21:tae8 28 lle31be3 29 'ilfxe3 'ilfe4 

White resigned. 

Example 192 
S.Lputian-I.Farago 

Yerevan 1982 

Miscellaneous 

search for a queen exchange. However, 
lputian has quite different intentions. A 
careful look at the black pawn structure 
will give a hint about his next move. 
13 llxd51 

A strong excha nge sacrifice that will 
leave Black chronically weak on the light 
squares, in particular along the a2-g8 di­
agonal. 
13 ... 1i'xd5 

Obviously 13 ... 'i!t'xf4+?! 14 e3 doesn't 
make much sense, since Black is missing his 
light-squared bishop anyway. 
14 e3 'ilt'e6 

After 14 ... lf:Jc6 1S �C4 '1ithS 16 Ad1 
White enjoys strong pressure, while the 
destiny of Black's king remains uncertain. 
By the text Farago prepares to meet 15 iLc4 
by 1S ... dS; however, thanks to having 
played 14 e3 instead of 14 e4, lputian now 
finds yet another great diagonal for the 
bishop. 
15 .i.d3! If:Je6 

Or lS ... dS 16 Adl! lbc6 17 iLfS '1itf7 18 
'it'a4! with a strong attack. The greedy 16 
.�xh7?L on the other hand, permits 
16 ... ':xh7! 17 '1Ifxh7 tt:'lc6, preparing ... 0-0-0 
with a normal battle. 
16 ':dl 

The last piece enters the game, creating 
the threat of 17 .i.fS. From now on the ab­
sence of the light-squared bishop is very 
strongly felt in Black's camp. 
16 ... lId8 

16 ... 0-0-0?? obviously fails to 17 .i.a6 
mate, while after 16 ... g6 17 .�C4 ""'e7 18 
�d6 'W'g7 19 1¥'e4+ �e7 20 �e6! White en­
joys a strong attacK. 
17 iLf5 'W'f7 18 iLe7 g6 

After IB ... dS 19 .�xdB Txd8 20 iLe4! 
Black also is in big trouble. In fact it is diffi­
cult to find an improvement for him in this 

Black has just played ... 'ii'e7-e4 in the whole example. 
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19 'ii'e4+! 
Instead of recovering the exchange, lpu­

tian continues the attacK. 
19 ... 'i!ie7 20 i.xd7+! 

A key move, that breaks through the 
black defence. Incidentally. both 19 ... lbe7 
and 19 ... i.e7 would have run into the same 
reply. 
2o ... ':xd7 21 'llt'xc6 :t88 22 :'d6 1187 

22 ... 'i'xd6 23 i:.xd6 i:.xd6 was a bit more 
tenacious. although 24 'I'c8+! :d8 2S 'i'e6+ 
'iW8 26 ii'xf6+ <j;e8 27 'i'e6+ �8 28 lbgs 
soon leads to a win for White. 
23 !te6 

Finally White regains the material, with 
interest. 
23 ... 1i'xe6 24 'W"xe6+ l1ge7 25 'W"c6 

Black resigned. 

What methods are available when the 
weak square is on our own side? If possible, 
of course, we are happy to get rid of it, as in 
the following example. 

Example 193 
Xie Jun-V .Filippov 

Shanghai 2000 

battle revolves around the ds-square. 

22 ...... b71 
By attacking the e4-pawn Black gets 

ready for the liberating ... d6-dS advance. 
23 /ildS 

In the section on improving the knight 
we already observed that protected squares 
should be occupied by pieces. not by pawns. 
and the latter is indeed what is going to 
happen here. However, after 23 f3 dS! 24 
exdS lbxdS White would lose any trace of 
an advantage; e.g. 2 S  l:tdl? 'i'a7! or 2S 
ltJxdS .�xdS 26 .:txdS l:txdS with complete 
equality. 
23 ... .i.xd5 

Black should hurry with these ex­
changes before White secures the dS­
sq ua re by .ud1. 
24 i.xd5 �xd5 25 exd5?! 

A lesser evil was 2S 'i'xdS 'ii'xdS 26 exdS. 
swapping the active black queen. li Qun­
V.Filippov. Shenyang 1999, continued 
26 ... 'iW8 2 7  f4! <j;e7 28 fxes dxeS 29 c4 Itdb8 
30 :fa1 :'b4 31 b3 nxb3 32 l:txas l:txas 33 
:'xas and the game was soon drawn. In 
contrast, the f2-f4 advance is less appealing 
with the blacK queen still on the board. 
25 ... 86 

Some prophylaxis, in order to improve 
As often in the Sicilian Sveshnikov the the king and avoid any surprises on the 
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back rank. Black's next plan is to put pres­
sure on the white pawns along the b- and c­
files. 
26 J:[fal l:tdc8 27 h3?1 

27 b4? failed to 27 ... axb4 28 ':xa8 ':xa8 
29 llxa8+ 'it'xa8 30 cxb4 'it'al+ 31 'i'fl 
'W'xf1+! 32 �tl ..w8 with a winning pawn 
endgame - Filippov; but 27 h4!? was a bet­
ter try, followed by h4-hS with some king­
side activity. 

27 ... nab8! 
Parrying the threat of 28 b4 with a 

transposition to a queen endgame where 
the b-pawn would be a big asset for White. 
Now, in contrast, 28 lhas?! 'it'xb2 leaves 
the latter with a weak pawn on 0. 

28 ttd2 ta:>g7 29 f4? 
Dropping a pawn. 29 lhas 'i'xb2 30 

'W'xb2 ':xb2 31 Iha3 was preferable, when 
31 ... nd2 32 nbS ItO! keeps a slight edge -
Rogozenko. 
29 .. ..:cSI 30 fxes 

Obviously 30 ':xas ?? runs into 30 .. Jlxas 
31 ':xaS 'it'b6+. 
30 ... :c.xdS 31 'i'f2 llxes 

Black later realized his extra pawn. 
In several openings one side accepts a 

weakness in exchange for other assets, 
such as space, the possession of a semi­
open file. or active piece play. This is a 
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common pattern in the Sicilian Sveshnikov 
that we just came across, and we had an­
other case in Kunte-Ravi (p. 185). Here is 
one more example. 

Example 194 
1.lvanisevic-D.Solak 

Belgrade 2002 

An earlier f2-f4 advance cleared the f­
file for White and activated his dark­
squared bishop, but also yielded Black a 
protected square on eS. An interesting bat­
tle rs to be expected. 
16 IilbSI 

Tying a black piece to the defence ofthe 
d6-pawn. In contrast, stereotypical play 
with 16 ::tae1? permits 16._�d7!, followed 
by ... �es . ... .i..d7 and ... Itae8. when only 
Black can be better. 
16...l'ld8 

16 ... lUe8 takes the knight away from the 
desired d7-es route, and after 17 DO .i1I:.d7 
18 iOc3 hS (preparing ... i.es) 19 .i1I:.gS! .i1I:.d4+ 
(not 19 ... ..Iif6? 20 l:xf6 lUxf6 21 ::ttl etc) 20 
�h1 f6 2 1  �h4, followed by Itafl, White 
has an evident initiative. later on he could 
try to bring his knight to 0. 

17 J:[ael 
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With the threat of 18 eS which would 
win the battle for the es-square. 
17 ... �h5 

Black moves his knight from f6 before 
playing ... a7-a6, since 17 �.a6? fails to 18 
�xd6! lhd6 19 .ltxd6 'ti'xd6 20 eS etc. while 
17 ... �d7? obviously leaves the d6-pawn 
undefended. 
18 .i.h2 a6 19 �C3 

Now Black would like to swap bishops 
on eS and later regroup the knight to this 
square. but unfortunately 19 ... .i.eS 20 .i.xes 
'i'xes? fails tactically to 21 :xf7. Thus Solak 
decides to prepare this plan by covering the 
f7-pawn with the king. 
19 .. ..i.d4+ 

With hindsight 19 ... .i.eS 20 .i.xes dxeS! 
was a lesser evil. Black gives up the plan of 
occupying eS but manages to slow down 
the game; e.g. 21 :f3 .i.d7 22 :efl f6, pre­
paring ... :t8 and ... �g7-e8-d6. with an infe­
riorbut solid game. 
20�hl �g7 

21 :t31 
Ivanisevic sta rts exploiting the half­

open f-file. 
21...'i'g5 

Slower moves such as 21....i.d7?! run 
into 22 :efl :f8 23 g4' �f6 24 es! and 
Black's position collapses. 
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22 'i'C2 
After 22 'i'xgS?! hxgs 23 l!efl f6 24 g4 

�f4 25 .i.xf4 gxf4 26 Axf4 .i.es Black has a 
good compensation for the pawn - Ribli. As 
we will see later White. in fact. has nothing 
against a queen exchange. except on gs 
which would create a safe square for the 
black knight on f4. 
22 ... .i.e5 

23 g41 
A key move that leaves the enemy knight 

without a proper destiny. 23 l:t.efl!? was 
equally promising, when roth 23 ... :f8? 24 
94 and 23 .. /ug3+ 24 iLxg3 iLxg3 25 :xf7+ 
'iPgB 26 eSL followed by iLxg6, lead to big 
trouble. He woukl have to by 23 .... ltxh2 24 
:xf7+ 'iPgB 25 'iPxh2 "es+ 26 'iPgl gs with 
dubious compensation forthe pawn. 
23 .. :lIh4 

The only move. since both 23 ... �f4 and 
23 ... �f6run into 24 :efl. 
24 .t21 

Thus White parries both threats of 

24 .. .'ihel and 24 ... .i.xg4. whereas the pres­
sure along the f-file remains intact even 
after the queen exchange. In contrast, 24 
l:tef1?! permits 24 ... .i.xg4 2S :xf7+ 'iPgB 26 
hxg4 �g3+! 27 'iPg1 �xfl 28 :xfl �.d4+ 29 
'iPg2 :f8 with considerable counterplay -
Ribli. 



24 .. :ii'xf2 2S 1bf2 iLxh2 
Both 25 ... LDg3+? 26 ¢'g2 and 25 .. .iLd4?! 

26 :g,f3 lbf6 27 :tefl, preparing 28 e5, lead 
Black into trouble, while 2 5  ... lbf6 runs into 
26 �xeS! dxe5 27 :tef1 :g,d6 28 b4!, destroy­
ing his blockade; e.g. 28 ... cxb4 29 c5 ltd8 30 
�a40r 28 ... b6 29 bXC5 bXC5 30 lDa4. 
26 ¢'xh2 lbf6 

Black is just one move from ... lbd7, fi­
nally winning the battle for the e5-square. 
However ... 

27 eSI 
An appealing pawn sacrifice, which ru­

ins the enemy plan of a blockade on e5 and 
frees the e4-square for White's own knight. 
In contrast, after 27 l:ef1? lbd7 28 :xf7+ 
'""g8, followed by 29 ... lbe5, the game is far 
from over. 
27 ... dxes 28 :tefl! l1d6 

Or 28 ... lbd7 29 :txf7+ �g8 30 iLxg6 win­
ning - Ribli. After the text Black just needs 
one tempo to consolidate by ... iLc8-d7, but 
White has a neat finish prepared. 
29 lbe41 lbxe4 30 nxf7+ ¢'g8 31 l:tf8+ oag7 
32 1hf7 mate 

For the related exercises, see page 353. 

Weak pawns 
Basically, a pawn is weak when it can't be 
defended by a fellow pawn; but, just as in 
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the case of weak squares, everything de­
pends on the opponent's possibilities of at­
tacking it, as well as other factors in the po­
sition. For example, in both Polgar-Anand 
and Geller-5veshnikov Black had a backward 
pawn on d6. but his fate was hardly the 
sa me. let's see some more exa mp les. 

Example 195 
Pr.Nikolk·M.Adams 
Wijk aan Zee 2000 

A quick glance at the position reveals 
that Black has a weak pawn on cS, and an­
other, less exposed one on a4. 
23 J:la1! 

Aware of his long-term plus and the lack 
of black counterplay, Nikolic takes his time 
to cover the a2·pawn. less appropriate was 
23 a3?! iLb3. when the bishop obtains a 
protected square on b3. 
23 ... lbes 

Adame:; tries to improves his pieces to 
the fullest extent. This move is useful to 
prevent e2-e4. 
24 "c3lbfd7 2s lbe3 

Now 25 e4 was entirely possible, but 
White prefers a complete focus on the cS­
pawn. 
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2S ... i.b7 26 i.g2 :lab8 27 l:ld2 
A useful move, which protects the b2-

pawn and enables the doubling of rooks on 
the c- or d-file. 
27 _.,f6 28 :el fOb6 29 :lde2 e'led7?! 

Preferable was 29 ... c4 30 'i'as liJdS 31 
�xdS i.xdS with just a slight disadvantage 
- Gershon. Apparently the ... cS-c4 advance 
has left the c-pawn a bit safer; for instance, 
on the previous move 31 �xc4?1 failed to 
31...lLlb4. 
30 "'a31 

An excellent square for the queen, 
where she eyes both of Black's weak pawns. 
30 ... l:I.a8 31 �f11 

Stepping up the pressure on cS and re­
grouping the knight to perform a more ac­
tive role in the game. 
31 .. .lbS 32 lDd2 eS 

Adams gets rid of a potential target on 
e6 and prepares ... eS-e4. 

33 e4! 
The straightforward 33 iLlc41? �xC4 34 

:xc4 probably won a pawn, but Nikolic is  
still in  no hurry. The text prevents any 
counterplay with ... eS-e4 and prepares the 
seizure of the h3-c8 diagonal. 
33 ... �h8 34 i.h3l ltd8 3S l1lf1 

A last prophylactic measure that re­
moves the knight from the vulnerable post 
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on the d-file. By now the cs-pawn is 
doomed; e.g. 3S.�lk8 36 �3 with the 
strong threat of 37 1Dc4, so Black surrenders 
it. 
35 .. 11aa8 36 i.xes � xes 37 " xes 'i' xes+ 38 
llxes 

With a sound extra pawn and more ac­
tive pieces, the endgame is winning for 
White. There followed 38 ... i.a6 39 �3 
nab8 40 111c2 i.d3 41 l:ld2 lld4 42 i.e61 
(restricting the black knight) 42 ... i.bl?l 43 
Ad1! .llxd1+ 44 li)xd1 a3 45 lLx:3 and Black 
resigned, since 4S ... i.d3 46 b4 followed by 
¢f2-e3 is hopeless for him. 

Example 196 
M.Hebden-M.lllescas Cordoba 

Andorra 1998 

An early e4-eS advance has yielded 
White some space advantage and dark 
square control, that he would like to exploit 
by moves like 0-0-0 and lbe4-d6. On the 
other hand, in a long term perspective the 
same es-pawn can be considered a weak­
ness. 
12 ... 'i'b61 

Taking the game closer to an endgame 
where the negative aspects of the es-pawn 



will become more tangible. In contrast, the 
tempting 12 .... il.c5?! permits 13 'itg4 liJxg3 
14 hxg3!, preparing 0-0-0 and liJe4, with a 
strong initiative. 
13 .xb6 

13 <{)c4?! fails to the annoying 
13 ... .i.b4+!, while after 13 'itg4 If)xg3 14 
hxg3 'itxb2 15 l:.bl 'itO White hasn't just 
lost a pawn, but also the option of long cas­
tling. 
13 ... lOxb6 

14 .i.e2 i.g71 
From here the bishop puts some pres­

sure on the es-pawn, while the king will be 
well placed on e7 in this queenless middle­
game. 
15 0-0-0 i.d7 16 ::thel 

After 16 li)e4 .iI.c6 17 <{)d6+ 'it'e7 the e5-
pawn is in danger, considering the threat of 
18 ... <{)xg3 19 hxg3 g4. followed by 
20 ... .i.xe5. 
16 ... �e7 17 �bl nhd8 18 lOb3 

Heading for as. Again after 18 li)e4 .iI.c6 
19 lDd6 li)xg3 20 hxg3 lDd7! White has a 
problem with the es-pawnj e.g. 21 lt.Jc4 bS! 
22 lDas .i.e4+ 23 .i.d3 i.xf3 24 gxf3 lbxe5 
with a sound extra pawn for Black. 
18 ... i.a419l:ld6? 

Correct was 19 l:lxd8 l:.xd8 20 <{)as l:ld7 
21 b3 i.bS 22 i.xb5 axbS and Black is just 

slightly better - Illescas. 
19 .. ixb3 20 l:lxb6 
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Perhaps Hebden only now discovered 
that after 20 axb3 If)d7! the es-pawn is 
doomed; e.g. 21 l:.ed1 liJxg3 22 hxg3 g4! 
followed by 23 ... .il.xes. Thus he is forced to 
displace his rook and hand over the d-file to 
Black. 
20 ... .i.dS 21 .il.dll:lac8 

Black's pieces are much better placed 
than their white counterparts, and ... <{)xg3 
followed by ... g5-g4. exposing the eS-pawn, 
is in the air. Moreover. once the bishop 
leaves dS White will be suffering on the d­
file. 
22 .i.b3 .i.c61 23 a4?1 

White should have tried 23 l:tb4 in order 
to stop ... gS-g4 and bring the rook back into 
the game. 
23 ... l"£)xg3 

Before advancing ... gS-g4 the bishop 
must be swapped to avoid .i.h4+. 
24 fxg3 

Hardly a desirable recapture. but after 
24 hxg3 g4 25 li)h2 hS the double threat of 
26._.i.xg2 and 26 ... l:ld2 is decisive. 

24 •.• g4 25 <tlh4 
A terrible place for the knight, but the 

g2-pawn needed protection. 
2S  .. .l:ld41 
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With the threat of 26 .. ..D.e4, besieging the 
es-pawn By now Black has an overwhelm­
ing advantage on the whole board, and the 
position plays itself. The game continued 26 
il.c2 as 27 :b3 11cd8 28 h3 hS 29 hxg4 hxg4 
30 :be3 :b4! 31 l:3e2 :dS! (zugzwang) 32 
':e4 ':xe4 33 :xe4 :d1+! 34 il.xd1 �xe4+ 35 
�a2 il.xes with a quick win. 

Example 197 
E.Rozentalis·K.lie 

Gau.dal 2007 

Here is a case with multiple weak 
pawns. Despite the reduced material Black 
is in trouble due to his set of weak pawns 
on the sixth rank that need constant pro­
tection from his pieces. 
20 ':e21 

Preparing l:l':ael with pressure on the e6· 
pawn 
20 ... g5 

After 20 .. ':e8 21 :ael Black will have to 
play 21. .. g5 anyway, considering the threat 
of 22 1Oh4. 
21 :ae1 :e8 22 h41 

Softening up the black kings ide pawns 
for a future attack. 
22 ... g4 
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Or 22 ... lOf4 23 �xf4 gxf4 24 �c4!, pro­
voking ... d6-dS, after which the knight can 
settle on eS. 
23 �h2 h51! 

This natural move makes White's job a 
lot easier. 23 ... :bc8 was more flexible, 
when 24 lOf1?! runs into 24 ... lOhS! with 
double threats at f4 and d4. A better try is 
24 g3, covering the f4-square in advance; 
e.g. 24 ... :0 25 hS! lOxhS 261Oxg4or 24 ... h5 
25 f3!, in both cases with some initiative. 
24 1Of1 :e7 25 �C41 

limiting the movement of both enemy 
knights. 
25 ... :be8 26 1Og3 

Now most of Black's pieces are tied up to 

the defence of his pawns, whereas White 
coukl step up the pressure by ..tg5 if 

needed. 
26 ... lOb6? 

This leads to unexpected tactical diffi· 
culties. 26 ... ':c7 was preferable, when 27 
..tb3 keeps the initiative - Barsky. 
27 i.b5! lObd7 

Any rook move permits 28 1OfS! winning 
at least a pawn, while after 27 ... lOfd7 28 
lOe4! the double threat of 29 1Oxd6+ and 29 
iLlgS+ is more than Black can take. The text 
avoids any of these problems but runs into 
a new one. 



28 i<b4l 
The d6-pawn turns out to be undefend­

able. 
28 ... 3629 .i.a4 1-o 

Nothing changes after 29 ... bS 30 i. b3. 

Example 198 
le.Hall·N.Hjelm 
Stockholm 1986 

In a typical position from the English 
Black has just played ... ii..e6-h3 with focus 
on the enemy king. What about White's 
plans? A quick glance reveals that the 
weakest point in the blacK camp is the 
backward pawn on (7. Thus White's next 
move suggests itself. 
18 :fCll .aixg2 19 �xg2 f5 20 :c41 

A strong move that enables a tripling of 
the major pieces along the (-file, and also 
keeps an eye on the kings ide defence. 
20 .• ..:f7 

The brave 20 ... t;'\xd5? runs into 21 e4 
fxe4 22 dxe4 .f7 23 f3 �f6 24 :)«(7 'ilt'xb3 
25 l:.xb3 with an overwhelming advantage 
- Hall. 
21 l:.bcl ::(8 

Again 21...lt.'JxdS? fails to 22 e4. e.g. 
22 .. .fxe4 23 dxe4 ltJf6 24 l:bc7 with mate· 
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rial gains. But now the dS-pawn needs pro­
tection, which explains White's next move. 
22 e4 �h7?1 

Preferable was 22 .. .f4, speeding up the 
attack. Here White could consider 23 "'C2 
'WxbS 24 .�xd6 cxd6 25 :'xc8+ �xc8 26 
"'xc8+ <;Ph7 27 .C2 with some advantage 
thanks to his superior knight - Han. 
23 :'le31 

Now the threat of 24 "'(2 proves inevi­
table. 
23 ... h5 24 "'e2 �g8 

25 :'e61 
By means of the double threat of 26 

:'xd6 and 26 �xb6, White wins a pawn. In 
retrospect, these tactics would not have 
existed had Black managed to defend the 
c7-pawn horizontally with both rooks, but 
that was never practically possible. 
25 ... .i.f8 26 :'xb6 exb6 27 :'xe8 'it'xb5 

Black has managed to restore the mate­
rial balance, but the following strong blow 
wi11 1eave him helpless on the dark squares. 
28 '::xf81 D:xf8 29 .i.xd6 l::tf7 

If 29 ... :te8, then 30 "'0+ followed by 
.i.xes. 
30 lill3l 

The last piece joins the attack, with mor­
tal effect. 
30 ... :d7 31 .i.xe5 lUe7 32 lt:lg5+ �h6 
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Or 32 ... �gS 33 d6! with a decisive at­
tack; e.g. B .... xeS 34 .C4+ �g7 3S .f7+ 
�h6 36 .h7+ �xgs 37 f4+ and wins - Hall 
33 lilf7+ �h7 34 1iId2 lilg8 35 lilg5+ �h6 36 
liJe6+ 

In view of 36 ... �h7 37 liJf8 mate, Black 
resigned. 

Example 199 
Art.Minasian·A.Kharlov 

Linares 1999 

A careful look at the position reveals 
several factors in White's favour: the back­
ward pawn on b7, a weak square on b6, and 
a potential target on d6. In the following 
play, Minasian exploits these assets in im­
pressive style. 
20 i.a31 

The best diagonal for the bishop, on 
which it eyes the d6-pawn. 
20 .. .f6 

Kharlov prepares � . .c.f7 in order to rein­
force the queenside defence. Instead, 
20 .. .fS?! would just activate the bishop on 
g2, while after 20 ... �7 21 .b4! the black 
knight is forced to the unappealing c8-
square. 
21 "b6! 

244 

As we already know, the side with a po­
sitional advantage is usually favoured by 
exchanges, which help him in reducing the 
opponent's counterplay. 
21 ... .:I.f7 

Or 21 ... 'ilt'd7 22 .c7!, insisting on the 
queen swap. 
22 "xd8 1bd8 23 �e2 �f8 24liJb61 

Since the natural 24 lbb1 permits 
24 ... .:aS!? 2S llJb6 l:a6 with some counter­
play towards the a4-pawn, Minasian first 
seizes the as-square. 
24 ... liJb8 2S l:lab1llJa6 26 ':bsliJcs 

As observed by Tiviakov, the ... liJbS-a6-cs 
manoeuvre improved the knight but also 
left the a7-square without cover, a fact that 
White exploits within the next moves. 
27 ':hb1 �gl 28 1bSI':b8 29 l:ia7 Ild8 

It is already difficult to find any reason­
able plan for Black. whereas White still has 
various ways of improving his position. 
30 aSI llJa6 31llJdS Add7 32 1lb6! 

By seizing the sixth rank Minasian fin­
ishes off the ... llJa6·cs resource, and gener­
ates the tactical idea of c4-cS. 
32 ... �xdS 

A concession, but it was not easy to sug­
gest anything better; e.g. 32 ... �gS 33 ':a8 
�g7 34 lle8! and Black has to swap on dS 
anyway. 



33 exdSI 
A dynamic recapture that enables the 

future clearance of the hi-a8 diagonal for 
the bishop on g2. 
B . ..tDCS 

This lets White speed up his plan, but a 
passive defence with 33 ... �h7 proves 
equally hopeless after 34 �eil �g7 35 �f3 
�h7 36 ..Q.d1, followed by 37 ...Q.a4, finally 
conquering one of the weak pawns. 
34 i.xcS dXc5 3S d61 

Swapping the d6-pawn for the one on 
b7, in order to create an outside passed 
pawn on the a-file. 
3S  ... ...Q.xd6 

The intermediate 3S ... e4 was more tena­
cious, although after 36 ...Q.xe4 iLxd6 37 
:idS 1:.fe7+ 38 <;Pd1! the threat of 39 a6 
can't be parried satisfactorily; e.g. 38 ... iLes 
39 ..Q.e6! 1:.C7 40 f4 or 38 ... ...ib8 39 1:.a8 ...ies 
4of4...Q.d6 41 a6! with similar consequences 
as in the game. 
36 ...idS 1:.fe7 37 a6! l:e8 

Thanks to 36 �d5, 37 ... bxa6 can be met 
by 38 1:.axa6! il..C7 39 ':xf6 with an easy win. 
38 1:.bxbl ':xb7 39 ':xbl+ 1-0 

Just as in the case of weak squares, oc­
casionally weak pawns can be created and 
exploited by means of a positional sacrifice. 

Miscellaneous 

Here is one example. 

fxample 200 
A.Vydeslaver-L.Psakhis 

Israeli Championship, Ramat Aviv 
1998 

In a typical Sicilian battle White is pre­
paring a kings ide attack by g4-gS, while 
...igs followed by i.xf6 and .!i'ld5 is another 
possible plan. 
lS ... :lxC31 

A thematic exchange sacrifice that 
damages White's queenside pawn struc· 
ture and. undermines the crucial e4-pawn. 
16 bXC3 .ic6 
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17 il.g5 
Abandoning the e-pawn for the sake of 

counterplay, as after 17 'ilt'd3 "a8! that 
pawn is doomed anyway. There can follow 
18 .itg5 .itxe4 19 'it'e2 :cI c8! 20 .itxf6 .itxg2+ 
21 'it'xg2 'Jixg2+ 22 �xg2 gxf6!? 23 �f3 
llc4!, when the rool< doesn't just seize the 
whole fourth rank, but also rules out the 
a3-a4 resource. Next the king could join the 
battle via f8-e8-d7-c6, where it will support 
a future advance of the central pawns. 
Meanwhile, White's rooks are passive and 
his queenside weaknesses require constant 
protection. 
17 . ..ioxe4 18 i.xe7 ifxe7 19 f6 

Other moves let Black consolidate by 
... 'i'b7 and ... l1c8; for example, 19 'ilt'el 'ilt'b7 
or 19 'it'f3 �c8, when the slight material 
deficit is more t ha n compensa ted by con­
trol of the long diagonal and the weak 
pawns on c2 and c3. 
19 ... 'I!Ib7 

The ideal square for the queen. Obvi­
ously 19 ... gxf6? failed to 20 "'g4+. 
20 fXl7 

20 .. .lle81 
Psakhis speeds up the attack on the 

white queenside and leaves the g7-pawn as 
a shield for his king. 

After 21 'Wlte2 ll:'!xC3 22 .itxc6 'Jixc6+ 23 
'it'f3 o:;t>xg7 Black has an excellent ending, 
but at least the white king feels safer than 
in the game. 
21 ... €ld21 

The most powerful continuation, which 
helps to activate the rook. After 21...ft)xc3?! 
22 .itxc6 'iixc6+ 23 o:;t>gl White obtains 
counterplay, with ideas like 24 �xf7 fol­
lowed by 25 ttf1+. 
n l:tf2 .itxg2+ 23 ':xg2 nxel 24 'it'g5 

If 24 'ilt'b4 l:xc2 25 'ilt'xd6?, then 
25 .. :fi'xg2+! 26 o:;t>xg2 €le4+ and wins - At­
las. With the text White attacks the knight 
and at the same time prepares a perpetual 
on d8-g5. but both threats are easily par­
ried. 
24 ... lDe41 25 '''d8+ ""xg7 26 nell 

White had to unpin his rook by 26 �gl, 
when one good reply is 26 ... .=.c8!? 27 'ii'h4 
.b6+, followed by 28 ... �C4. 

26 ... l:txe2? 
Tempting, but 26 . ..lbf2+ 27 ""gl liJh3+! 

won on the spot; e.g. 28 'it>fl 'l'f3+ or 28 
""hi llxc2 with mate to come. 
27 'i'M 

The only move, since both 27 lbe4? 
�cl+ and 27 Axc2? €lf2+ 28 ""gl liJh3+ 29 
o:;t>f1 "-f3+ lead to mate. 

21 'i'g4?1 27 ... f51 
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Simple but strong, reinforcing the cen­
tralized knight. In contrast, after 27 ... l:[xg2? 
28 l:[xe4 Black can't avoid a perpetual on 
gS-d8 since his rook is hanging. 
28 lbe2lDd2+ 29 :te4 lDxe4 

With some powerful passed pawns, a 
tremendous knight in the centre and the 
safer king, Black's position plays itself. 

30 �gl 'fId7 31 'fIhS h6 32 'fId1 �g6 H 

'tIt'dS lDf6 34 111'e6 "a7+! 
Centralizing the queen. 

35 �g2 'ifd4 36 h3 as! 
Since 37 'iWxbS? fails to 37 .. :ti'e4+, Black 

manages to create one more passed pawn. 
37 �h2 b4 38 axb4 axb4 39 'i'e4 'W'e4 40 
'llb3 hS! 

Preparing .. hs-h4 to expose the white 
king further and create a trio of passed 
pawns. 
41 1:te7 dS 42 :'e6 h41 43 gxh4 f4 44 'i'dl 
¢is 45 'ti'gl 'lte2+ 

Of course not 4S ... d4?? 46 'ilt'gs mate. 
Also on the previous move 44 ... d4?? was a 
blunder due to 45 'i'g4+. 
46 �1 .. f3+ 47 �h2 'ife2+ 48 �hl 'i'hS 49 

'fIgS+ 
A sad necessity, as 49 'i'f2 tCIe4 was 

hopeless for White. 

49 ... thgs SO hxgs �xgs 
Now the passed pawns are much too 
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strong for the rook. The game concluded 51 
1:tb6 d4 52 :xb4 d3 53 :b8 e4 54 <t>g2 d2 55 
IId8 13+ 56 �g3 Iilh5+ 57 WI, WI. 58 1118+ 
lDf6! and White resigned in view of 59 
1:txf6+- <t>es. 

Now let's see a complete game on the 
topic of working on weak pawns and 
squares. 

Exampfe 201 
D.KJohansen-U.Andersson 

Yerevan Olympiad 1996 
Sicifian Defence (824) 

1 e4 CS 2 tDe3 e6 3 lOge2 
A flexible move order that lets White re­

vert to a mainstream Sicilian by d2-d4 if 
and when desired. 
3 ... lDf6 4 g3 tDe6 5 .i.g2 .i.e7 6 0-00-0 7 d4 
d6!? 

7 ... cxd4 8 lDxd4 d6 was possible, but 
Andersson prefers less explored terrain. 
S Del .i.d7 9 dS lDes 

After 9 ... exdS 10 tDxdS lDxdS 11 'i'xdS 
.i.e6 12 'iWd1, followed by tCIf4. White is 
slightly better thanks to his superior pawn 
structure. In contrast, the game continua­
tion leaves the knight rather passive on e2. 
10 h3 1:teS 

A "mysterious" rook move. After 
10 ... bS!? 11 f4. preparing e4-eS, a sharper 
battle arises. 
11 a4 a612 f4lDg6 13 .i.e3?! 

This natural developing move soon 
proves to have undesired effects. 13 dxe6 
fxe6 14 as was safer. 
13 ... exds 14 exds hSI 

There was nothing wrong with 14. .. bS!?, 
but the text prepares a clever positional 
trap that White falls into. 
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15 a5? 
A natural move in order to prevent ... b7· 

bS, but 15 1It'd2 protecting the bishop in 
advance was mandatory. Can you see why? 

15 ...• e81 
A cold shower for White. Since 16 q;.h2 

runs into 16 ... h4! intending 17 g4? �xg4 18 
hxg4 il)xg4+ followed by ... tl:'lxe3, he is now 
forced to an ugly weakening of his kingside. 
16 h4 �d8! 

Another key move, that unblocks the 
rook and eyes the exposed as· pawn, which 
will turn into a headache for White during 
the rest of the game. The obvious 16 ... tl:'lg4 
can wait until a more optimal moment, a 
subject we talked about in 5hamkovich· 
Benjamin (p. 126). 
17 it.f2 it.c7 18 liJel 

In view of the threat IS ... 1M8, Johansen 
regroups his knight to b3. 
lS,.":'xel+ 19 ..Iixel ..liM 20 it.hl 

Without help from this bishop the light 
squares on the ldngside would quickly be 
rendered indefensible. 
20 •• .ti:'le71 

The least active of Black's minor pieces is 
directed to the excellent fs·square. 
21 �d3 �g4 22 11i'd2 �f5 

A timely attack on the g3-pawn, so that 
White doesn't manage to cover his light 
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squares by 23 tl:'lf2. 
23 �f2 1Ii'd7 

With the simple idea of ... %:te8, taking up 
the battle for the open file. White can't do 
the same thing with 24 Ael due to the 
problem with the as, pawn. For this reason, 
he now clears the el·a5 diagonal for the 
queen. 
24 lOe4 tOxe4 

After 24 ... lOxdS?! 25 lLldxcS! dxcS 26 
tl:'lxcS White recovers the piece with a far 
more pleasant position than in the game. 
25 it.xe4 AeS 26 J:lel 

26 ... ti'a41 
A double attack that hurts. Now White 

has either to give up a pawn or swap his 
valuable light·squared bishop. 
27 it.xf5?! 

Johansen opts for the latter, after seeing 
that 27 it.g2 Ac8 or 27 ... Ad8 leads to the 
loss of the as·pawn. Even so, this was 
probably a lesser evil than the text. 
27 ... it.xf5 2S ':xeS+ "'xeS 29 b4 

White tries a desperate move in a very 
difficult position. If instead 29 b3. prepar· 
ing the advance c2·c4 to reinforce the d5· 
pawn, then 29 ... 'it'bS 30 i.el c4! 31 bXC4 
"'xc4 32 "C3 .xC3 33 it.xc3 it.e4 and Black 
finally conquers one of the weak pawns. 
29 ... 'it'e41 



Seizing the light squares on the whole 
board. By now the absence of the fianchet­
toed bishop is very notable. 
30 bXC5 'ii'xd5 31 'ii'b4 �h31 

Before launching a battery along the h1-
a8 diagonal, Andersson sensibly displaces 
the enemy knight. 
32 lDe1 �.d7 33 lDd3 

Or 33 ..-d4 'W'xd4 34 iLxd4 dxcS 35 . iii.xcS 
�.xa5 with an easy win. 
33 ... �c6 34 ..w1 dXC51 

Provoking some kind of concession. 
35 �XC5 

Both 35 'it'xc5 il.xa5 and 35 lDxC5 'W'd1+, 
followed by 36 ... 'W'XC2, were equally grim for 
White. 
35 .. .'ii'g2+ 36 'Wife1 'ii'xC2 37 'W'd4 �b51 0-1 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 3SS. 

Doubled pawns 
In chess strategy, doubled pawns have a 
kind of a dual personality. Sometimes they 
are the perfect targets for the enemy 
pieces, while on other occasions they are 
useful for clearing files and controlling 
squares. In the following examples we will 
examine both these facets, starting with 
the first one. 
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Example 202 
J.Rukavina-A.Karpov 

leningrad Interzonal 1973 

White has a serious problem with his 
doubled c-pawns which lack natural pro­
tection. In the following play Karpov directs 
all his attention to them. 
11 .. 1tc81 

1l ... lDc6?! 12 lDxc6 .�xc6 is less promis­
ing, since the bishop will obstruct the rooks 
along the c-file; besides, its most powerful 
destiny ts a6. 
12 f3 lDc6 13 'tIt'b3 

Now if 13 lDxc6, then 13 ... 11xc6!, prepar­
ing ... l!acS and ... it.a6 with strong pressure 
on c4. 
13 ... 'ii'e51 

The queen vacates the as-square for the 
knight, a threat that forces White's reply. 
14 lDxc6 l:txc6 15 iLd2 'ilt'C71 

Preparing ... iLb7-a6. The immediate 
1s ... il.a6?! permits the annoying 16 'it'a4, 
while after 1S .. .lbcS 16 'W'a3! as 17 .tI.ab1 
.\ta6 18 e4, followed by it.e3, White achieves 
a counterattack on the b6·pawn. 
16 "i"a4 a5  

Renewing the .. ..1t.a6 idea. Thanks t o  the 
precise 15 ... 'W'C7. the queen now protects b6 

149 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

and attacks c4 at the same time. 
17 nfb1 �a6 18 nb2 

Rukavina finally gives up the c4-pawn, 
aware that 18 ft3 l:b8 doesn't change 
anything. 
18 .. ..iixc4 19 �XC4 nxc4 

pends any attempt to exploit his lead in 
development (e.g. 11 fS!?) and focuses com­
pletely on the black c-pawns. 

11 b3! 
Preparing �a3 and reinforcing the a4-

square for the knight. 
Black is a sound pawn up, besides which 11 ... ll'lh6 12 ll'la4 ll'lfs 

his pieces are more active. 
20 'i'bS nc6 21 e4 d6 22 'ifgs �d7! 

Heading for c4. It is a well-known fact 
that a square occupied by a weak pawn 
remains a weakness even after the disap­
pearance ofthat pawn. 
23 'tie7lLles 24 'tixC7 J:XC7 25 nbS 

Obviously 25 .u.xb6? failed to 25 ... lbc4. 
2S,.,lt:lc4 26 �C1 nac8 

Black later realized his huge advantage. 

Exampfe 203 
I.Hakki·M.Chokshi 

Dubai 2004 

In the previous example the white c­
pawns weren't just doubled, they were also 
isolated which made them very vulnerable. 
Here, in contrast, Black's c-pawns aren't 
isolated, but the location of his d-pawn at 
dS implies that they are chronically weak 
anyway. In the following play, White sus-

250 

13 'i'd2! 
Since 13 �a3? At once runs into 

13 ... .'Lle3, White prepares it. Besides, his 
queen gets ready to join the attack on the 
c5-pawn from f2 or as. 

13 ... 'tiC7? 
For better or worse Black had to try 

13 ... C4!, giving up a pawn in order to release 
White's dark square bind, with a distant 
hope of ... c6-c5 and ... �b7 in the future. 



14 i.a3 .a7 15 c4! 
A key move that rules out ... cS-c4 for the 

rest of the game. Now there appears the 
threat of 16 ti'as. conquering the cs-pawn. 
15 ... a5 16 .f2 d4 17 tDg5! 

Hakki's play is very logical. After provok­
ing ... dS-d4 he aims at installing a knight on 
e4, which wou"k:l. mean the end for the cS­
pawn. 
17 ... lLle3 18 nfe1 f5 19 1be3! 

An appealing solution which wil1 leave 
White in complete command of the dark 
squares. 19 .i.cl!? also made sense. 
whereas after 19 exf6?! gxf6 20 lOe4 fS, fol­
lowed by ... l1gB, Black wou"k:l. obtain some 
minimal play along the g-file. 
19 ... dxe3 20 'ii'xe3 i.e7 21 ne1 

The immediate 21 i.xcS was more forc­
ing, but there is no reason to hurry. 
21 ... 0-0 22 .1i.xC5 .1i.XCS 23 lOxC5 

A brief glance at the position reveals 
that White is strategically winning. His 
knights are monstrous, whereas the entire 
black army has been deprived of any pros­
pects. 
23 ... nd8 24 'itrh2 'tte7 25 a3 g6 26 d4 nbS 27 
'i'C3 

In the further course ofthe game, Hakki 
applied more or less the following plan: a 
prophylactic king march to a2, a rook trans-
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fer to gl, and finally g2-g4 with a decisive 
attack on the black king. 

Now let's see some cases of more 
healthy doubled pawns, and their usage in 
the positional battle. 

Example 204 
V.SokoloY.N.Karaklajic 

Yugoslav Championship, 
Sarajevo 1958 

In this typical position from the Open 
Spanish. White's main plan is to take con­
trol of the dark squares, in particular d4 
and cS. Black. on the other hand, aims at a 
liberating ... 0-cS advance. 
17lOb3 

Heading for d4 and unblocking the rook 
on dl. The attempt to enhance this idea by 
17 b4?! lOd7 18 lbb3 permits 18 ... cs! 19 
bxcS loxcS and Black has no major prob­
lems; e.g. 20 lObd4 lOh4!? followed by 
.. ...:.ac8. or 20 i.xfS .il.xfS 21 J:xdS llJa4 22 
'l'e3 l%acB 23 1:[c1 'it'a3 with clear compen­
sation for the pawn. The drawback of b2-b4 
is evident: the pawn on C3 turns into a 
weakness. 
17 ... lOxb3 

Other moves like 17 .. ':adB and 17 ... c6 
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are strongly met by 18 lDbd4. seizing the 
centre. 
18 axb31 

The correct recapture. in order to clear 
the a-file for the rook and enable a future 
b3-b4 with a grip on the dark squares. In 
contrast. the stereotypical 18 jhb3?! per­
mits 18 ... ltad8. when the ... O-cs advance 
proves inevitable; e.g. 19 lDd4 lDxd4 20 
cxd4 C5! 21 dxcS "xC5 22 J:l:acl "b6, fol­
lowed by 23 ... d4, with complete equality. 
18 ... (611 

Overprotecting the ds-pawn, but this 
leads Black into a rather passive position. 
The active 18 ... C5! was called for; e.g. 19 
�xfS �xfS 20 l:.xdS .�e6 21 :td6 Ji.xb3 22 
Adxa6 Axa6 23 Axa6 il,dS with some com­
pensation for the pawn. 
19 b41 

A strong advance that fixes a whole 
complex of weaknesses on cS, as. c6 and a6. 
Thanks to the b-pawns being doubled. if 
Black plays ... c6-cS at any moment. White 
can capture on cS without ending up with a 
weak pawn on c3. which was his problem in 
the 17 b4 subline above. 
19 ... g6 20 Ae1! 

Some useful prophylaxis. sokolov plans 
�xfS followed by lDd4 with a "good knight 
vs. bad bishop" scenario, but first he gives 
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the es-pawn some extra support. 20 i.xf5?! 
�xfS is less convincing; e.g. 21 Ae1 .�g4! Of 

21 lDd4 "xes 22 "xes Axes 23 lDxc6 Ae2 
with counterpJay. 
20 ... !!Jg7 

Karaklajic saves the better of his minor 
pieces, aware that after 20 ....

. 
0?! 21 iLxfS 

.�xfS 22 ttJd.4 White would. be clearly better. 
One future plan is f2-f4. g2-g4 and f4-fS, 
advancing the kingside majority; another is 
�'Db3-cS, attacking the a6-pawn. 
21 fi'e3! 

From e3 the queen doesn't just compli· 
cate the ... c6-c5 advance. she also eyes the 
h6-square. The immediate 21 ttJd.4 permits 
21 ... c5 22 bxcS "xcS and Black frees his 
game to some extent. 
21 •. �tg4 

Asking the question of the knight. The 
attempt to prepare ... c6-cs by 21...:ec8? 
fails to 22 "h6 with a decisive 23 lDgs next. 
22 lDd4 (5 23 bX(5 

Avoiding 23 0c6?! "d7! 24 'ii'xcS Aac8 
25 :xa6 l:le6 ard the knight is trapped. 
23 ... fi'xC5 

At first sight Black isn't doing so badly; 
however. sokolov has a tactical twist. 
24 lDf51 �xe3 

The only move. in view of the impending 
fork on h6. 



25 tLlxe3 �e6 26 nedl 
The virtue of White's little combination 

is evident: the ds-pawn has become ex­
posed. 
26 ... Ued8 27 nd41 

Before attacking the weakness on dS, it 
should be blocked. In contrast, 27 �b3? 
permits 27 ... d4! and Black solves all his 
problems. 
27 ... a5 28 :'adl 

Now the ds-pawn is doomed, whereas 
White also has a good plan in f2-f4, g2-g4 
and f4-fS, advancing his kingside majority. 
The game continued 2S ... �fS 29 f4a4 30 g4 
a3 31 fS .li.cS 32 bxa3 lha3 33 nxdS nxdS 
34 IrxdS 'OPeS 35 IrcS and White later real­
ized his extra pawn. 

When about to double our pawns, we 
usually capture towards the centre, like 
Sokolov's a2xb3 in the previous example. 
However, as we will see next, this is not al­
ways the best solution. 

Exampie 205 
E.Sveshnikov·Y.Balashov 

USSR Championship. Moscow 
1976 

Miscellaneous 

In this French position Black has just 
played 9 ..... 0, attacking the es-pawn. How 
should White react? 
10 .i.xg6? 

When making this move Sveshnikov per­
haps overlooked, or underestimated Black's 
reply. Correct was 10 .-e2 with a balanced 
position that has been reached several 
times in practice. 
10 ... fxg6! 

Violating the principle of capturing to­
wards the centre, but with good reason: the 
f-file is opened for the black pieces, the king 
will feel very safe on gS. and the ... g6-gS 
advance will be an asset in the future. In 
contrast, the stereotypical 10 ... hxg6?! can 
be met by 11 .li.gs, preventing 0-0-0 and 
preparing tLlbd2-b3-d4 with a certain dark 
square dominance. 
11 Sil.f4 

White brings his bishop to g3 where it 
will reinforce the kingside and the eS­
pawn, but also leaves the g1-a7 diagonal in 
the opponent's hands. More natural seems 
11 .ie3. challenging the enemy bishop, 
when Black could consider 11 ... ite7! 12 
tLlbd2 0-0 13 itd4 gS!, preparing ... gS-g4 as 
well as ... iteS-g6. Just like 19 b4 in the pre­
vious example, an advance with the front 
doubled pawn proves to be an excellent 
idea. In contrast, with one of the g-pawns 
still on f7, then 13 ... gS?! would be much less 
tempting due to the exposure of the king. 
11 ... 0-0 12 .§l.g3 tLle7! 

After White's overprotection of the eS­
pawn the knight is rather idle on c6, so 
Balashov redirects it to fS. 
13 'ilbd2 'illS 14 'ilb3 .h41 

Preventing a potential blockade on d4. 
In contrast, after 14 ... �.b6 15 11M2, intend­
ing tLlfd4, f2-f3 and Jt..f2, White has more 
hopes of a successful defence. 
15 �hll 
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5veshnikov unpins his f-pawn in order 
to enable a future f2)(g3, but now he gets a 
problem on the opposite flank After 15 
.d2! /t.xb3 16 axb3 as,  followed by .... b6 
and perhaps ... d5-d4, Black's advantage is 
beyond any doubt, but White is suffering 
less than in the game. 
15 .. :lib61 

This leaves the white queen awkwardly 
tied to the pin along the d1-a4 diagonal. 
16 .C2 llac8 17 lle2 

17 ... h61 
Finally Balashov exploits the ... g6-g5 re­

source to step up the kings ide pressure. 
Here and later, 17 ... d4!? was interesting as 
well 
18 h3 g5 19 iLh2 11c7! 

Aware that the opponent can't under­
take much, Black takes his time and enables 
a doubling of rooks at some useful mo­
ment. 
20 �e1?1 

5veshnikov desires to liberate himself by 
�e1-d3, but now his position turns unsta­
ble, something that Balashov immediately 
exploits. A waiting move like 20 :d2 was 
preferable, although White's task remains 
very difficult. 
20_ .. il.e71 

With the threat of 21..."bd4. 
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21ttd1 :C41 
Prepa ring ... gS-g4. As we will see next, 

White is already incapable of defending his 
kingside. 
22 I:d2 g41 23 hxg4�e31 24 tte2 

Or 24 he3 :f1+ 25 it.gl 'ifxe3 26 tDf3 
:txd1 27 Aaxd1 'i!l'f4 with a decisive advan­
tage. 
24 ... �xg4 25 f3 �xh2 26 lLld4 

If 26 'iPxh2, then 26 ... .u.h4+ 27 ¢'g3 "'gl! 
and wins - Suetin. 
26 .. ��.C5 

Even stronger was 26 ... �bS!, intending 
27 �)(b5 lIh4, but the text doesn't ruin any­
thing. 
27 'iPXh2 it.xd4 28 cxd4 :xd4 29 :C1? 

29 .f2 .tl)(d2 30 'i'xd2 was relatively 
better, although the extra pawn decides in 
the long run. 
29 ... :h4+ 30 'iPg3 .:iLb5 31 "'f2 'tid8 32 tte3 

32 ... d41 
Deflecting the white queen in order to 

give check on g5. 
33 l:tcd1 l:thf4 34 'ili'xf4 ltxf4 35 'iPxf4 tfg5+ 

In view of the imminent mate, White re­
signed. 

Another reasonable idea when possess­
ing doubled pawns is simply to get rid of 

them. Here is one example. 



Example 206 
W.Hug.S.Gligoric 

Skopje Olympiad 1972 

White has just played 11 'W'el, preparing 
a kingside attack. In his search for counter­
play Gligoric decides to advance his dou­
bled pa wns in order to hit t he enemy ca mp 
and clear the position for the bishop pair. 
11 .•. d41 

At first sight a surprising move since the 
white knight is invited to the e)(cellent e4-
square, but only in this way the black plan 
can be accomplished. The immediate 11_.c4? 
is mistaken due to 12 d4 (5 13 iLe3! - Gli­
goric. when Black admittedly gets rid of his 
doubled pawns, but also loses dark square 
control and buries the light.squared bishop. 
12 lOe4 (41 

Softening up the white pawn structure 
and enabling the future clearance of the 
h1-aS diagonal for the bishop. Obviously 
this advance had to be effected right away. 
before White prevents it forever by b2·b3. 
13 i.as 

13 lt)xd4 is well met by 13 ...• b6. prepar· 
ing ... c6-c5; e.g. 14 �e3 c5 15 fi)f3 cxd3 16 
':dl d2!? 17 Axd2 ':fd8! 18 1:.tf2 Wxb2 with 
counterpJay. 

Miscellaneous 

13 ... lL\b6 14 dXC4?1 
This capture just helps the black bishop 

reach the long diagonal. 14 ':dl was pref­
erable. when 14 .... d5 15 b3 cxd3 16 cxd3 
c5. preparing .. .'l'c6 and . ..liJd5. seems 
slightly better for Black. At this moment 17 
W'g3? fails to 17.. . .i.xd3! 18 It)f6+ .i.xf6 19 
exf6 i.g6 etc. 
14 ... i.xc4 15 ':f2 c5 16 b3 .i.d5 17 c4 

Or 17 J:l.e2 't!fd7 with a clear advantage ­
Gligoric. Next Black can consider ... 'iltb7 as 
well as .... l;(c6 followed by .. .tbd5. 
17 .. .dxc3 18 i.xC3 

18 ... c4! 
A strong advance that improves the 

prospects of virtually all the black pieces. 
White now faces an uphill struggle due to 
his lack of light square control. and the can· 
trast with the initial diagram is striking. 
19 :d2 'i'C7 20 Acl Afd8 21 .i.d4 Aac8 

The last piece enters the game. Being 
short of constructive plans. Hug now tries a 
sacrifice. 
22 fi)f6+!? .i.xf61 

After 22...gxf6?! 23 exf6 :if8 24 tOes the 
position is rather murky despite Black's ex­
tra piece. From a practical perspective, 
avoiding complications in a superior posi­
tion makes a lot of sense. 
23 exf6 'ihf4 24 i.e5 'ii'h6 2S bxc4? 
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Helping the knight to a better square. 
Preferable was 2 5  fxg7 cxb3 26 :lxcS IlxcS 
27 axb3 i.xb3 28 .i..d4, preparing �S, with 
an inferior but not yet lost position. 
2S .. .lbx(4 26 Itdc2 gd6! 

Gligoric has calculated that the ensuing 
white attack is harmless. 
27 'it'g3+ 

Or 27 .i..C7!? 'it'e3+! 2S 'it'xe3 liJxe3. keep­
ing the material advantage. 
27 ... �hS 2S li:'JgS ItfS 29 �a1 

In the event of 29 'it'f4 Black of course 
avoids 29 ... fxe5?? 30 �xf7+, preferring the 
simple 29 ... ""g7. 
29 ... eS 

The attack has been neutralized and 
Black is winning. 
30 'it'd3 '.hgs 31 "'xdsli:'Je3! 

Confident about the team of queen and 
knight in the attack, Gligoric changes the 
material balance. 
32 ItX(S tt)xdS 33 lIdS+ �g7 34 %l.f(S 

If 34 1:1cc8, then 34 ... 'it'e3+ or 34 ... 'it'd2 
decides. 

34 ... li:'Jf4 35 1:11(2 
The only way of parrying both threats at 

g2 ande2. 
3S ... li:'JhH 36 ¢>I1 .fS+ 37 �e1 ..-e4+ 3S 
'Ot>d1 li:'Jf2+ 39�d2 "-d3+ 40¢>e1li:'Je4 

With the inevitable threat of 41 ... 'i!fe3+ 
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followed by a knight check on d2 or f2. 
White res igned. 

Exampfe 207 
I.Ehlvest·G.Rechlis 

Manila Interzonal 1990 

Sometimes doubled pawns prove useful 
for controlling specific squares, in paTticu­
lar central ones. In the position above, 
White's isolated doubled pawns on the c­
file aren't real1y exposed at this moment, 
and rather help him to control the centre. 
With his next move Ehlvest immediately 
exploits this fact. 
22 li:'Ja1! 

With the strong plan oflOc2-e3-d5. 
22 ... li:'Jg7 

Unfortunately for Black, a similar ma­
noeuvre with 22 ... liJbS followed by ... liJc6-
d4 isn't possible due to the pawn on C3. 
Thus in the game he prepares .. .f6-f5 with 
some kings ide activity. 
23 li:'J(2 fS 24li:'Je3 

Also possible was 24 exfs li:'Jxf5 2S .i..f2 
with some advantage thanks to the bishop 
pair, but the text is more clear-cut, in order 
to install the knight on d5 as soon as possi­
ble. 



24 ... f4 

After 24 • .fxe4 25 fxe4 .i.xe4? 26 lbg4! 
White wins material; e.g. 26 ... lbf5 27 1:he4 
or 26 .. .'�h8 27 lbf6. 
25 Iild5! 

In just four moves the knight has been 
dramatically improved, exploiting the dy­
namic potential of the doubled pawns. 
Whenever Black captures on d5, then by 
c4xd5 White manages to repair his pawn 
structure, an idea familiar to us from Van 
WelY-5alov. 
25 ... lbh5 26 a4! 

Initiating a minority attack. 
26 ... lbb8 27 as bus 

The natural 27 ... lDd7? fails to 28 lDC7. 

28 .i.c21 
Eyeing the a4-square and preparing 

l::al. By now it is evident that White's 
queenside attack is much faster than 
Black's equivalent on the kingside, thus the 
latter is forced onto the defensive. 
28 ... h6 

Preparing ... g6-g5 to free the queen and 
knight from the defence of the f4-pawn. 
After 28 ... lbc6 29 �.a4 :tb8 30 :tbl White 
also keeps a strong initiative. 
29 :tal g5 30 .i.f2ll::if6 

Or 3Q ... lbc6 31 .1l.a4 lDf6 32 .i.xc6 .i.xc6 
33 :txa5, followed by :teal with pressure on 

Miscellaneous 

the a7-pawn. 
31 :txas lbc6 32 :ta2 :ta8 33 :teu a6 34 

Jltd3! 
Providing the c4'pawn with some extra 

protecti on. 
34 ... liles 35 .i.e2 :tee8 36 %lb2 :ta7?1 

36 ... lbxd5 37 cxdS .i.c8 was preferable, 
when 38 c4!?, preparing 'i'as and .i.e1-c3, 
keeps a clear advantage. 
37 lbxf6+ 'ii'xf6 38 :tb61 

With double threats at d6 and c5. 
38 ... lilfl1 

A tactical slip in time trouble. 38 ... :e6 
was necessary with an inferior, though not 
yet lost game. 
39.i.xC5 

Now the black position collapses. 
39 ... 'i'e7 40 iixd6 "d8 41 cS 

Preparing 42 .i.c4. Black resigned. 

Example 20B 
F .Braga-U.Andersson 

Sao Paulo 1979 

Here is a more complex example on the 
same topic. As so often in the Open Sicilian 
Black is under some pressure on the king· 
side, but in the long runthe pawn structure 
speaks for his advantage. 

157 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

18 .ixf6?! 

In relation to my previous comment. ex­
changing pieces shouldn't favour White, 
but Braga is following a predefined plan. 
Preferable was 18 :'ad1 or 18 'i'h4, keeping 
all the doors open. 
18.,.i.xf6 19 i.g4 

Now White's intentions are easily ap­
preciated: swap the last defender of the dS­
square and then install the knight there. 
We saw a similar idea in Hracek-Almasi (p. 
51). 

19 ... :ad8! 
Andersson calmly proceeds with the 

most natural move in the position. 
20 l:tfd1 

After 20 i.xe6 fxe6! 21 'W'e3 l:t.d4! 22 
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l:t.ad1 ..-b6 23 b3 .z::c8 Black exerted strong 
pressure in the game S.Baumegger-D.Zoler, 
Graz 2002. The C2-pawn is a headache for 
White, and the attempt to improve this line 
by 22 tDe2? fails to 22 ... l:tb4, winning a 
pawn. 
20 ... 'I'(4! 

The queen unpins the es-pawn to en­
able .. .lld4, and also eyes the interesting b4· 
square. 
21 i.xe6 fxe61 

By now the .. .f7xe6 recapture doesn't 
cause us any surprise. yet its impact on the 
battle is enormous. Having been deprived 
of the ds-square, White ends up lacking a 
constructive plan, whereas Black has quite 
an easy play on the fragile enemy queen­
side. Due to the passive location of his 
knight. White can't really exploit the weak 
eS and e6 pawns. 
n :d3 

22 ':xd8 was preferable - Andersson. al­
though after 22...:xd8 23 'tike3 'iWb4 24 %lb1 
h6!? preparing 2S ... ,jI.gS and .. .l::(i.)d2. 
White's queenside is under obvious pres­
sure. 
n .. JWb4 23 l:tb1 

If 23 b3?!, then 23 .. ':xd3 24 'W'xd3 IId8! 
followed by 2S ... .z::c8. winning a pawn. 
23 ... l:td41 



Just like in the previous example the 
side with the doubled pawns uses them as 
a support for his pieces. Evidently it won't 
be easy for White to dislodge this rook, 
since the knight has to keep an eye on both 
e4 and a4. 
24 h3 :edB 25 'l-'g4 

After providing his king with a flight 
square Braga commences the search for 
counterplay. 
25 ... :xd3 26 exd3 'tWb61 

Of course not 26 ... nxd3? 27 'iltxe6 and 
White wakes up, now that 27 ... :xC3?? runs 
into 28 'ii'e8+. In contrast, the text forces 
him to a dull defence of the backward 
pawn on d3. 
27 'it'e2 'i'd4 28 :d1 h6 29 'W'g4 "b6 30 'iWe2 

The multiple weaknesses at d3, b2 and 
a4 make it difficult for White to undertake 
any active measures. Thus Black has time to 
improve his position step by step. 
30 .. :.d6 31 'iWh5 �h7 32 Af1 'M'e7 33 'i'e2 

Or 33 Af3 :d6! - Andersson, with both 
34 ... :b6 and 34 .. .'ii'd7 coming up next. 
33 .. .l!d4 3411dl 'lidS 

By placing the rook at the front, Black 
enables a future ... :b4. 
35 'IIg4 'IIb6 36 '1102 lIb4 37 lIbl 

After 37 :d2 .i.gs 38 :C2 .i.f4! White is 
in zugzwang; e.g. 39 'it'f2 "'xf2 40 :xf2 

Miscellaneous 

.�(1. winning a decisive pawn. 
37 ... il.g5 38 "" 2  'i'e3! 

Suddenly Black changes his focus to the 
opposite flank. 
39 llf1.i.f4 40 li'te2 

The threat of 40 .. 'iltg3 had to be parried, 
but now a pawn falls on the other flank. 
40 ... 'iWd2! 41 'W'xd2 il.xd2 42 :bl :xa4 

With an extra pawn and clearly more 
active pieces, Black is winning. 
43 Wgl lIb4 44 Wll a5 45 b3 wg6 46 Wl2 

�g5 

Avoiding 46 ... a4?! 47 Ad1! with some 
confusion, but now 47 ... a4 is a threat. 
47 tLle3 :b61 

In view of the coming invasion with 
... Ac6-C2, White resigned. 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 356. 

Blockade 
A powetful strategical weapon is the block­
ade. By placing one of our pieces in front of 
an enemy pawn, we don't just prevent the 
advance of that pawn, we also limit the 
movements of its fellow pieces. These ob­
servations go back to Nimzowitsch, who 
also noticed that the blocking piece itself 
tends to be rather well placed. at least in 

259 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

the case of a central or bishop's pawn. 
50 far in this book we have seen numer­

ous blockades; e.g. in Mikhalevski-Ehlvest 
(p. 57), Kharlov-Villavicencio (p. 98), 
Spassky-Karpov (p. 162), and Ivanisevic­
Solak (p. 237), just to name a few. In the 
following we will see some more examples 
on how to create a bloclcade and take ad· 
vantage of it afterwards. 

Exampie 209 
P.Van der Sterren-LLjubojevic 

Amsterdam 1999 

One of the merits of hanging pawns is 
that they control a wide range of squares. 
For this reason the white knight is currently 
short of prospects. With his next move Van 
der Stenen addresses this issue. 
20 b41 

A typical counter-strike in this structure, 
which weakens the hanging pawns and 
gains some dark square control. In fact, we 
already came across it in Aagaard.Akesson 
(p. 201) and Hansen-Tiviakov (p. 217). In 
contrast, after 20 �xe4?! dxe4 21 o!Lld2 :d3! 
Black obtains counterplay, now that 22 
'W'xcS? fails t o  22 . .  �c8. 

ljubojevic creates a passed pawn but 
also lets his opponent install a powerful 
blockade, one that will drastically change 
the strategical balance. Preferable was ei· 
ther 20 ... cxb4 21 'W'xb4 �a6! 22 o!Lld4 'W'b6 
with just a slight disadvantage - Donev, or 

the sharper 20 ... d4!? 21 exd4 cxd4 22 :e1 
'W'g4 with complex play. 
21 0..:14! 'W'g6 22 .i.xe4 'W'xe4 23 bS 

The tremendous knight on d4 doesn't 
just prevent ... dS·d4, it also severely re­
stricts the bishop on b7. Meanwhile, the 
passed pawn on (4 is unlikely to advance, 
whereas White may soon create one of his 
own on the b-file. 
23 ••• 'iII'g6 

Preparing ... a7·a6 in order to activate 
the rook on as. The immediate 23 ... a6? 
failed to 24 b6. 
24 'W'e7! 

The queen unblocks the a-pawn with 
tempo. 
24 ... 'W'b6 2S a4 :e8 

Parrying the threat of 26 as. 
26 'W'b41 as 

This lets White add a protected passed 
pawn to his other advantages, but there 
was no other way to prevent a4-aS. 
27 'W'C3 :lad8 28 :d21 

20 ... C4? Now that the situation on the queenside 
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has stabilized, White has time for a major 
regrouping of his pieces. The rooks will be 
doubled on the d-file and the knight 
switches to f4 or c3 in order to exelt maxi­
mum pressure on the ds-pawn. Meanwhile, 
Black can't do lIery much. 
28 .. .lld6 29 ll.)e2 ':e4 3 0 l:.fdl.-d8 31 l:.d41 

In the absence of Black's other minor 
pieces, the rook can take up the blocking 
task. 
31 .. .lle5 

Or 31 ... ':xd4 32 'W'xd4, preparing ll.)e2·C3 
and e3·e4. 
3 2 'W'd2 'it'C7 

The immediate 32 ... 11g6 is wen met by 
the prophylactic 33 g3, just like in the 
game. 
3 3 �C3 

Finally White is ready for the tactical 
shot 34 e4. We saw a similar idea in Khar-
101l·ViIlallicencio (p. 98). 

n. . .ltg67 
This attacking try leads nowhere after 

Van der SteTTen's simple reply. so 33 ... f5. 
complicating e3-e4, was a better choice. 
White can now win a pawn by 34 f4':e8 35 
lDxd5 .Jtxd5 36 ':xd5. but after 36 ... C3 Black 
obtains some counterplay. Thus the pro­
phylactic 34 h3!? preparing f2-f4, might be 
more accurate. 

Miscellaneous 

34 g3 "C5 
ljubojellic gilles up the pawn, aware 

that 34 ... :d6 35 e4! leads to the same thing. 
35 �xd5 .i.xd5 3 6  ':xd5 ':xd5 3 7 'it'xd5 'it'b4 

After 37 ..... xd5 38 ':xd5 the rook ending 
is easily won due to the badly placed rook 
on g6. 
3 8 ':Cl "xa4 

Or 38 ... C3 39 'ilid8+! �h7 40 ltd3 "xa4 
41 11xC3. intending M· h5. 
3 91:txc4 'llt'al+ 40 'it'g2 'W'hl 41 ':c8+ �h7 42 
flxl7 

With such an exposed black king, the 
restis easy. 
42._':f6 43 'llt'g8+ Wg6 44 'i'C4! 'it'f5 45 f4 a4 
46 e4 "g44 7 e5 .t1e6 48 h3 

Black resigned in lIiew of 48 .. .'ii'f5 49 g4. 

Example 210 
A.Kovchan·V.Malanluk 

Swidnica 1999 

In structural terms White is better 
thanks to his strong passed pawn on e5 and 
Black's oppressed pawn majority on the 
queenside. Malaniuk comes up with a 
cleller knight manoeullre. 
17 ..... e8! 

Preparing ... lDd8-e6 with a confident 
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blockade of the e5-pawn. 
18 "'d2 1ild8 19 q"g2 

By overprotecting the knight on f3, 
White aims at unpinning it with tvC2. 
19 ...... g61 

The immediate 19 ... t!:le6?! permits 20 
tva attacking h7, so Black responds to this 
threat in advance. 
20 -'C2 iLxd3 21 'i/i·xd3 lt.'!e6 

The plan has been accomplished. From 
e6 the knight doesn't just prevent the ad­
vance of the e-pawn, it also controls a great 
range of squares. 
22 h41? 

Preparing 23 .�.g5 in order to swap the 
"bad" bishop. 
22 .•. 1ifhS 

Seeing that the restrictive 22 ... h6 23 l:th1 
'i'h5?! runs into 24 4Jg5!, Black accepts the 
enemy idea and keeps improving his pieces. 
23 it.g5 1be8 

After 23 .. _�.xg5?! 24 lLlxg5 tDxg5 25 hxg5 
'i'xg5 26 tt::JC5 White has a strong initiative 
for the pawn. In the game he will achieve 
the same idea in a less favourable version. 
24 iLxe7 lDxe7 

25 /i)g5 11 
A typical method in the fight against the 

blockade: swap the blocking piece. Actually 
we came across it in several earlier exam-
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p1es, such as Krivoshey-Timoshenko with 34 
lUg4 (p. 38) and Hellsten-Veloz with 23 i..b5 
(p. l22). 
2S ... tDxgs 26 hxgs 'i'xg5 27 lLlcs 

In exchange for the pawn White enjoys 
an excellent knight on c5 and. again, a 
dangerous passed pawn on the e-fi1e. His 
only problem is his king. 

27. .. 'IIg41 
Parrying the fork on e6 and preparing 

hostile actions against the white king. less 
convincing is 27 ... lUf5 28 ltf4, followed by 
ltaf1, or 2 7  ... lL:lg6 28 l:txf8+ ltxf8 29 llfl -
Malaniuk. 
28 l:.hl lDg6 29 l:.afl h6 

Here 29 .. ':f4!, hitting the d4-pawn, 
seems very strong; e.g. 30 lIxh7+ <;Pg8!, 
when Black's attack is the stronger one. Per· 
haps White should have preferred 28 'iWdl 
two moves earlier. 
30'i'e3 b6 3 1 lLlxa6? 

By 31 axb6 cxb6 32 tDxa6, followed by 
lUb4, White could have held the balance; 
e.g. 32 ... nc8 33 lLlb4! ltxfl 34 ltxf1 1:C4 3S 
lUxdS l:txd4 36 lLlf4 with drawish simplifi· 
cations. 
31...C5! 

Destroying the centre. This strong blow 
is the reason why White should have 
swapped on b6 before taking the a6-pawn. 



32 11xf8+ 

Or 32 axb6 cxd4, followed by , .. lbf4+ or 
..... e4+ with a devastating attack. 
3 2 ..• llxf8 33 J:fl .uxfl 34 Wxfl cxd4 

Thanks to White's exposed king. the rest 
is easy. 
3 5  'i'e2 'i'f5+ 3 6  <t:>g2 bxas 37 e6 d3 38 e7 

lbxe7! 3 9'iifxe7 d2 40 'lli'e8+ Wh7 41 'iife2 'iifc2 
White resigned. 

Example 211 
E.Bareey·J.Polgar 

Candidates Tournament, El ista 
2007 

Miscellaneous 

long-term plan is the e4-eS advance. How­
ever, the straightforward 17 f4?! permits 
17 .. :ii'b6! 18 �hl c4, preparing ... lbg4, with 
counterplay on the dark squares. With his 
next move Bareev tries first to stabilize the 
situation on the queenside before taking 
concrete action in the centre. 
17 a41 

Softening up the c4-square for the 
knight. an idea familiar to us from Najdorf­
Fischer (p. 144). 
17 ... b4?! 

Preferable was 17 ... a6, keeping the ten­
sion, although after 18 axbs axbS 19 11xa8 
''!has 20 :tal 'ikb8 21 f4 White has the ini­
tiative - Krasenkow. 
18 'ii'c2 g6 

19 as! 
A clever provocative measure. Before in­

stalling the knight on c4 White aims to de· 
prive the black bishop of the a6-square. His 
idea succeeds after 19 ... a6?! 20 &4 or if as­
a6 is allowed. so Polgar's reply is logical. 
19 .... la6 20 .iifl! 

Another key move. The knight tends to 
be the best blocker, so Bareev protects it 
from exchanges by swapping the light­
squared bishops. less precise was 20 lbC4?! 
.liLxC4 21 '1ii'xc4 iLg7 and Black defends, with 

In this Benoni·like structure, White's ... l:t.c8-c7-e7 as a future idea. 
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20 ... .i.xt1 21 J%xf1 i.h6 

This practically loses a tempo. but after 
21...iLg7 22 .J::.fel lOd7 23 .i.xg7 wxg7 24 f4! 
preparing 1Oc4 White is also better -
Krasenkow. Evidently the f2-f4 advance 
doesn't just gain space and support a fu­
ture e4-eS, it also protects the knight from 
exchanges, i.e. 24IOc4?! lLles. 
22 f4 .i.g7 23 lIfe1 ttd7 24 IOC4 It.)hS 25 
lIad1 

White's pieces are in perfect harmony 
and the desired e4-eS advance isn't far 
away. As for Black. the terrific knight on c4 
has left her without the customary queen­
side play that one expects in the Benoni. 
2S .. ixb2 26 'ihb2t'Llg7 27 "g2 

A technical choice: before launching the 
e4-eS advance White prepares g3-g4 in or­
der to restrict the enemy knight. 27 es lLlfs 
is Jess clear - Bareev. 
27 .. .llad8 28 g4 f6 29 h3 gs 

This merely weakens the king, but Black 
was short of reasonable moves. 
3ofxgsfxgS 3 1 eSi 

Finally! Now the ds-pawn turns into a 
strong passed pawn. 
31 ... dxes 32 d6 .f7 33 'i'dS I 

less technical was 33 IOxes?! 'ii'xb3. in­
tending 34-.Jlxes, but now the threat of 34 
fl:\xes is for real. 

164 

3] ••• e4! 34 'ii'xgSI 
Again 34 lLles?! :xes! 35 .xes "'xb3 

leads to unnecessary black counterplay. 
3 .... 'iII'13 35 'ill'd5+?1 

More precise was 35 'iWe3 with a clear 
advantage - Bareev. 
3 s  .. .lle6 36 lIe3 lIdxd6! 3 7  l:txt3 lIxdS 38 
.J::.xdS ext] 39 Wf2 

By some clever tactics Polgar has es­
caped to an endgame without the d-pawn 
on the board, but even so White keeps a 
clear advantage thanks to his active pieces 
and Black's weak queenside pawns. The 
game continued 39 ... .J::.e2+ 40 �xf3 ':(2 41 
.J::.d8+! liPf7 42 .J::.d7+ <ot>g6 43 ':xa7 il)e6 44 
�e4 llJd4 4S h4! and White soon converted 
his extra pawn. 

Example 212 
M.Euwe·H.Pilnik 
Amsterdam 1950 

Here is an older example that shows the 
usage of several blocking squares. White 
has emerged from the opening with a 
passed pawn on dS, and Black hurries to set 
up a blockade with a knight. 
12 ... lOc41 13 b3 

A rather indifferent reply. By 13 il)bS! 
White could have fought against the enemy 



plan, and also provided his second knight 
with a good square on C3. 
13 ... �d6 14 .i.e3 b6 15 "'d2 :leS I 

A "mysterious" rook move, aimed at the 
potential f2-f4. 
16f4 

16 f3 was a more restrained approach, 
preparing :tf2, iLfl and a4-aS with queen· 
side play - Ftacnik. 
16 •• ,lt'lc7 

Pilnik brings his knight closer to the heat 
of the battle and enables a future ... iLa6. 
17 :tf2? 

An oversight that lets Black win the fight 
for the centre with his next, precise move. 
17 :tae1 was correct, when 17 ... iLd7, pre-
paring ... lDcbS, leads to a balanced game. 
Both 17 ... �a6 18 fS! and 17 ... iLg4 18 fS! 
gxfs 19 h3, on the other hand, yield White 
some initiative. 
17 ... exf41 1S .i.xf4 

Since 18 gxf4? fails to 18 ... 0.xe4! 19 
�xe4 �xe4 20 lOxe4 iLxa1, Euwe has to 
give up the es·square. 
18 ... .i.a6 19 :el 'ike7 20 g411 

This leads to new dark square weak­
nesses, and the square vacated on g3 won't 
be of much use to the knight. While 20 
lOcH failed to 20 ... �xC3! 21 "'xC3 lOxdS, a 
better way of solving the problem with this 
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piece was 20 Wh1!, preparing LDgl-f3(h3). 
20 ... .i.e5 1 

The bishop takes up the task of blockad­
ing the other central pawn, before White is 
even close to achieving e4-eS. 
21 .i.xes 1i'xes 22 lLlg3?t 

It was not yet too late for 22 �h1!, fol­
lowed by 1Dg1·f3, in order to improve the 
knight and challenge the enemy blockade. 
Here Black should avoid 22...f67! 23 lOg1 
lOf7 due to 24 lOf3 'l'd6 25 es! followed by 
26 lOe4, with a strong initiative - Ftacnik. 
Preferable is 22 ... iLxe2! 23 �fxe2 :te7, foJ.. 

lowed by .. .l:l:ae8 or ... �f8, with some advan· 
tage. 

22'M:te7 23 �f1 ..ic81 
Keeping the "good" bishop. 

24 ..ie2 .i.d7 25 :lefl llt8 
Both here and later, 2S ... bS!?, advancing 

the queenside majority, was an interesting 
option. Anyway the text is also fine, with 
the opponent being short of active plans. 
26 'l'c1lDce8 27 �hl f61 

Enabling a future ... lOf7-eS to block the 
e4-pawn in a more confident way. 
28 11g1 €\g7 29 �f3 

If 29 h4 to prevent Black's next, then af· 
ter 29 ... bS!? 30 iLf3 b4 31 lOd1 :cS 32 lOe3 
iLbS, preparing ... cS,c4, White is still under 
pressure. 
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29 ... iIIgSI 
Although the advance 29 ... b5 remained 

a good option for Blac1c, the text has the 
merit of further reducing White's counter­
play. 
30 'ii'xgs fxgs 

The doubled pawns have increased 
BIac1c's dark square control. and he is now 
ready to resume the plan of a knight trans­
fer to e5. 
31 l:tgfllbge8 32 -Ite2 ttxf2 33 Axf2 q;g7 34 
h3 'ilf6 3S �f3 �e81 

Vacating the d7-e5 route for the knight 
TO RElOCA TE. 
36 ne2 lbd7 37 nd2 lbes 38 .i.e2 

38 ... bSI 
Finally Black sets his pawn majority in 

motion. In contrast, White's central pawns 
remain completely immobilized. There fol­
lowed 39 l:tC2 l:tC7 40 liXIl c4 41 bXc4 bXC4 
42 toe3 tlf6 43 li:lb1 l:tb7 44 tDd.2 il.a4! 45 
l:tcl l:tb2 46 li:lxC4 li:JexC4 47 ii.xc4 Si.c2! 48 
.iLb3 Itb1! 49 ttxbl .iLxb1 50 lDe2 Si.xe4+ 51 
IiPh2 -t;e5 52 li:lC3 ii.d3 53 �g3 lDe4+ 54 
li:lxe4 il.xe4 and Pilnik managed to elimi­
nate the d-pawn as well. with a winning 
endgame. 

Now let's see two examples on how to 
fight against an enemy blockade. 
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Example 213 
M.Botvinnik-V.Smyslov 

World Championship (game 13). 
Moscow 1957 

Black has managed to install a )Xlwerful 
knight on e5 where it blocks White's central 
pawns. Botvinnik now prepares the ex­
change of this piece. 
25 �dll 

With the strong plan of lbf2-d3. Black's 
reply is more or less forced. 
25, .. bS 26 li:'!f2 C4 

If 26 ...... d6, preparing .. .lix4, then 27 
lZfcl Qx:4 28 lZxC4! bXc4 29 "'xc4 with a 
huge advantage thanks to the strong 
bishop on b2 and the central passed pawns, 
which have now become totally mobile. 
Black is also in trouble after 26 ... bxa4 27 
lbd3 .iLb5 28 . Ihes; for example, 28 .... iLxd3 
29 "'xd3 'itxe5 30 lZxa4 or 28 .. .'ihe5 29 
lbxes .iLxe2 30 :fc1 with a clear edge for 
White in both cases, thanks to his superior 
pawn structure. 
27 axb5! 

Opening a second front on the queen­
side, one that will indirectly weaken the 
blockade on eS. 
27 ... axbs 28 'ir'd2 



The queen heads for the long diagonal 

and prevents ... b5-b4. 
28 •.• :ac8 

Insta lIing the threat of 29 ... c3 followed 
by 30 ... �xf3+, but it is easily parried by 
White's reply. In any case, after 28_nab8 29 
�.c3 _g5 30 �hl with :ta7 next, Black is 
under pressure. 
29 :fC11:ea 30 �c3 

30 %ta7 was another tempting option, 
but BoNinnik prefers a few prophylactic: 
moves before taking concrete action. 
30 .. �C7 31 <ot>h1 .Ltb7 

32tla21 
BoNinnik has noticed that any rook ex­

change would seriously weaken Black's 
blockade, and so takes the first step in this 
direction. 
32 ... h5 

This isn't very constructive but Black 
was short of active plans. In the event of 

32 ... 'I'g5 33 :cal tVg6, preparing ... 0h4, 
then 34 %ta7! tVh4 35 0d3! .u:xa7 36 Iba7 
cxd3 37 ':xd7 leads to a decisive counterat­
tack; e.g. 37 ... %te7 38 %txe7 'W'xe7 39 'itxd3 
'l'a3 40 'i'd2 with an easy win. 
33 Etca1 b4 34 ..txb4 'iib6 

Or 34 .. ..:eb8 3 5  �C3 l:bl+ 36 0dl and 
Black's counterplay is over. 

35  �.C3 'l'e3 361L1d1! 'i'xd2 37  lhd2 0d3 
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Black's activity is just illusory and Bot­
vinnik soon manages to mobilize his forces, 

after which the passed pawns will take 
their toll. 
38 �d4 I:I:eb8 ]9 itJc31 

Curiously, the knight is back where it 
started, and now rules out the idea of 

39 .. .l:tbl. 
39 .. .I:l:b3 40 h4 I:I:8b7 41 :'a8+ 

In view of e5-e6, Black resigned. 

Example 114 
M. Tal-S.Gligoric 

Candidates match (game 9). 
Belgrade 1968 
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Earlier in the game, Black sacrificed the 
exchange to arrange a blockade on the dark 
squares, and now he is just about to com­
plete his plan by 34 ... lDes. 
34eSl 

A typical idea in the fight against a 
blockade: a sacrifice of the pawn about to 
be blocked. Here it helps White clear the e­
file and the b1·h7 diagonal for a future at· 
tack. We saw other merits of the same idea 
in Ivanisevic-Solak (p. 237). 
34 .. .lbxes 

A second exchange sacrifice with 
34 .. .lbes!? is interesting - Gligoric, al­
though after 3s lDxes lDxes 36 �fS, intend­
ing '::'f3·g3, White obtains attacking pros­
pects anyway. 
3S 'lilf41 

Preparing the regrouping with the 
moves lDhS and -'g3 with focus on the 
black king. 

3S .. ,'::'e7 
Unpinning the knight on eS. In the event 

of 3S ... tUcd7 White should probably just 
stick to his original plan by 36 �hS, 
whereas the tempting 36 �a4?! permits 
36 .. ':fS 3 7  �xd7 lDg6!, followed by ... �xd7 
and Black defends. 
36 !ild4 

Eyeing the multiple weaknesses at bS, 
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c6 and fS. The consequent 36 tUhs followed 
by 37 -'g3 was also strong. 
36 •.• liled3 

Faced with an attack Gligoric logically 
resorts to exchanges. The greedy 36 ... lbxC4? 
failed to 37 -.xf7+! - Tal 
37  �xd3 �xd3 38 '::'xe7 'ilt'xe7 39'W'e41 

Tal has estimated that the exchange of 
queens woukl leave the d6·pawn shott of a 
reliable defence. 
3 9 ... �es 40 �c61 �xc6 

Now a strong passed pawn appears on 
c6, but the desirable 40 ... -'gs failed to 41 
�xd8 -.xd8 42 cS! or 41 ..... xg3 42 texf7! -
Tal 
41 dxc6 'i'e 5 

The least of evils, in order to get rid of 
the backward d·pawn. 
42 'i'xes dxeS 43 %,tdl �C7 44li'le41 

Heading for d6-bS to assist the passed 
pawn. The game continued 44 .. .'�fS 4S lDd6 
�xd6 46 '::'xd6 <j;e7 47 '::'dS a4 48 c7 b3 49 
axb3 axb3 50 l:txes+ 'iW'd6 51 '::'bS WXC7 52 
ttxb3 and Tal soon converted his extra ma­
terial into victory. 

Sometimes a blockade is achieved by 
means of a pawn sacrifice. let's see one 
such sacrifice, that often appears in open­
ings like the Benoni and the King's Indian. 



Exomple 215 
J. Timman-J.Nunn 

london 1975 

In this typical position from the Benoni, 
Black is just one move away from the de­
sired ... bS-b4, when it is not clear where the 
knight on C3 should go. Timman (omes up 
with a standard antidote. 

19 es! dxes 20 IS! 
Thanks to the previous pawn sacrifice, 

White can now use the e4-square as a 
blockade for one of his knights. Obviously 
this would not be the case after the imme­
diate 19 f5?, when it is BlacK who obtains a 
blocking square on eS. 
20 .. J118 

Safeguarding the vulnerable f7-pawn. 
2o ... b4?! 21 lbce4 now just helps White, but 
2O ... e4!? was worthy of attention. In the 
same way as Tal did in the previous exam­
ple, Black returns the pawn in order to 
eliminate the enemy blockade. There can 
follow 21 li:ldxe4 lbeS! 22 d6!? 'it'd7 with a 
sharp battle. 
21�e4 

By now the merits of the white blockade 
are evident. Black has been restricted on 
the al-h8 diagonal and the e-file, and he 
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can no longer put a knight on e5. Mean­
while, the powerful knight on e4 might 
prove helpful both in a future kingside at­
tack and as an assistant to the passed d­
pawn. 
21 .. .nb6 

After 21...b4 22 lDxf6+ lDxf6 23 i.xf6 
.�xf6 24 ibe4 White is much better despite 
the minus pawn - Bukic. The attempt to 
improve this line by 2 3  ... bxC3!? 24 i.xg7 
�xg7 can be met by 25 f6+ �h8 26 'w'xc3 
l:lfe8 27 'it'Cl!, heading for h6, with an at­
tack 
22 11dl 

Supporting a future d5-d6. A tempting 
alternative was 22 d6 'i'c6 23 i.xf6lDxf6 24 
tOxf6+ i.xf6 25 lOd5, but the exchange sac­
rifice 25 ... 'ihd6! 26 lOxb6 'ihb6 27 fxg6 
fxg6 28 l:lxe5 ¢>g7 seems to yield Black a 
defendable position. 
22 ... �e4 23 tOxe4 f6 

Preventing both 24 f6 and 24 i.e7. 
24 i.e3 :1a6 25 'iig41 

Pro\lOking new weaknesses on the king­
side. In contrast, 2 5  d6?! 'i'c6 would just 
help Black in activating his queen. 
2S ... gS 26 h41 h6 27 hxg5 fxg5 

Or 27 ... hxg5 28 l:lf3, followed by l:lh3 -
Bukk, 
28 d6 'IId8 
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The desirable 2S ... "'c6 now runs into 29 
f6!, when 29 ... 'bxf6? drops a piece to 30 
'ite6+, and 29 ... £.:.xf6 30 'bxf6+ lbxf6 31 
l:txf6! l:txf6 32 d7 liaS 33 dS'it'+ lXxdS 34 
l:txdS+ also favours White. 
2911d51 

Just like in Karpov-Gligoric and Hellsten-
50ppe, the squares vacated by a pawn ad­
vance are immediately exploited by its fel­
low pieces. 
29 .. _b4 

30 f61 
A strong pawn sacrifice that clears the 

light squares towards the black king. Also 
interesting was 30 lUcS!? lUxcs 31 'ii'xC4! 
with multiple threats. 
30 ... .Il.xf6 

After 30 ... lUxf6? 31 lVxf6+ iLxf6 32 'i'xc4 
l:laS 33 iLb6! the discovered check soon 
takes its toll 
3111bSl .ll.g7 

Indirectly parrying the threat of 32 ttb7. 
32 tlxfS+ lOxfS 33 l:lxb4 

With such a dominant position White 
has time to pick up one of the pawns. 

B ___ na1+ 3 4 <t>h2 'i!ta5 3 5 �C51 
The white pieces are cooperating nicely. 

3S 11xC4? If'e1 was less convincing. 
35 __ ":f11 

losing track of t he d-pawn. Black had to 
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play 3S_.'ti'aS in order to meet 36 d7? by 
36 ... lDxd7!. Thus White should prefer the 
simple capture 36 ttxc4 with a big advan­
tage. 
36d711114 37 '!I'd� lth'> 38�g3 '!I'd8 

On 3S ... lDe6 White also decides by 39 
ildS. 
39 'i'd5+ <t>h7 40 lIb7 lDg6 41 :a7l lOf4 42 
'i'aS 'iltxaS 43 lIxaS 4Je6 44 neSI 

The enemies of the passed pawn are fin­
ished off one by one. 

44 •• _QlxC5 45 tDxC5 
Curiously, until this moment the knight 

hadn't moved even once since its arrival at 
the blocking square on e4. and that was 
more than 20 moves ago! Nevertheless, its 
impact has been strongly felt during the 
whole game. 
45 .. ...Il.16 46 11181 

In view of 46 .. iLe7 47 %:.f7+. Black re­
signed. 

50 far we have mainly seen blockades 
being performed by pieces. in particular by 
knights. A different kind of blockade, less 
active but still rather useful. is that con­
ducted with pawns. We already saw in Cli­
goric-Benko (p. 17S) Black trying (in vain) to 
keep his kingside closed by 23_.fS. Here is a 
more successful case. 



Example 216 
B.Spassky-T.V .Petrosian 

World Championship (game 7). 
Moscow 1966 

The location of the kings on opposite 
flanks suggests that both players are aim­
ing for an attack. Before taking concrete 
action on "his" flank, Petrosian applies a 
clever prophylactic measure on the queen­
side. 

18 ... a6! 
From now on, Black will always respond 

to a4-a5 by ... b6·bS. and to b4-b5 by ... a6-as, 
thus keeping the queenside closed. 
19Whl 

Aware that his attack is no longer viable, 
Spassky resorts to defensive play. 
19 .. .l:ldg8 20 :tgl :g4 21 'l'd2 l:hg8 22 as 
bSI 

Of course. This entire method of placing 
the pawns next to each other in prepara­
tion for a blockade can evidently be applied 
on any part of the board, and is rather fre­
quent in practice. 
23 l:Zadl �f81 

With the strong plan of 24_.f6 2 5  exf6 
<5. 
24 �h2? 

Mi5cellaneou5 

This wins the exchange but leads to the 
creation of a powerful block of black pawns 
from the e- to the h-file. Preferable was 24 
*"d4 i,.g7 25 'ibh2!? �h8 26 'ibh1 with a 
waiting game - Marin. 
24 ... tDxesI 25 �xg4 hxg4 26 e4 i,d6 

The white king is now under a cloud. 
There followed 27 *"e3 �7 (27 ... g3! was 
even stronger - Marin) 28 �xd6 'it'xd6 29 
':d4?! e5! 30 ':d2 f5! (vacating f6 for the 
knight) 31 exd5 f4 32 *"e4 lDf6 33 'W'f5+ 
�b8 34 f3 �c8! 35 *"b1 g 3 36 :tel h3 with a 
decisive attack. 

As discovered by Tigran Petrosian many 
years ago, sometimes the goal of establish­
ing a blockade can justify the sacrifice of a 
whole exchange. Typically the rook is sacri­
ficed for the enemy bishop of the same col­
our as the blocking square. In fact we re­
cently saw Black trying to achieve this in 
Tal-Gligoric. and here is another example. 

Example Z17 
J. Hells ten -P.C ra ml ing 

Malm6 1996 

In a King's Indian battle Black has great 
compensation for the pawn. Her bishop 
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pair is strong, the semi-open g- and h-files 
will be useful in an attack, and the pawns 
on eS and fS control the centre. Only the 
arrival of the knight at d3 is missing for a 
complete initiative; e.g. 21 a3?! lOd3 22 :C2 
'i'h4 23 'i'e2 e4. 

50, how should White cover the d3-
square? The natural 21 'i'e2 drops the ex­
change after 21 .. .f4 followed by 22 ... �d3; 
while if 21 lOdbl, then 21 ... e4! and the 
knight gets to d3 anyway, leaving its coun­
terpart misplaced on bl. 

21 W'e21 
Anyway. I still remember a certain pleas­

ure when making this move, one that Pet­
rosian must have felt many times. 
21 .. .f41 

The correct choice in terms of material, 
but positionally deficient. Black should 
have tried 21 ... e4! 22 fxe4 fxe4 instead, 
when 23 lObS!?, heading for d4, seems to 
hold the balance; e.g. 23._lOd3 24 :cd1 fol­
lowed by lOd4, or 2 3 ... lOxa2 24 �ce1 lOc3 25 
lOxC3 �xC3 26 'i'g4 and Black's bishop pair 
compensates for the slightly exposed king. 
22 �f2 �d3 

Or 22 ... lOd3 23 �Cdl, followed by lDde4 
with a big advantage. 
23 Wd1 i.xf1 24 1i'xf1 

In just a few moves the position has 
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changed completely. Black won the ex­
change but ended up with a bad bishop 
and a lack of any dynamics whatsoever. On 
the other hand, White may soon establish a 
strong blockade on e4 with a knight, where 
it will dominate the whole board. 
24 ... �f6 

Prepa ring 25 ... � h4 in order to get rid of 
the bad bishop, but White easily parries 
this idea with his next move. A different 
soluhon for this bishop 15 24 ... e4!?, elimi­
nating the blockade, although after 2S 
lOdxe4, preparing a2·a3 and lOb5-d4 with 
focus on e6, White 15 much better anyway. 
25 �h11 �h4 26 �gl�f7 27 lOde4 :g8 

Black 1s logically preparing a kingside at­
tack, but unfortunately some of her key 
attacking pieces are no longer present on 
the board, such as the light-squared bishop 
and the other knight. We will soon see that 
once the g2-pawn enjoys sufficient protec­
tion, the black attack cannot progress. In 
contrast, White has a rather automatic plan 
of action on the other flank. 
28 a3 �a6 29 ':c21 ':g6 30 ':b2 

Preparing b3-b4 and c4-c5 with an at· 
tack at the base of the enemy pawn chain. 
We saw a similar, though less successful 
case in Zvjaginsev-Polgar (p. 182). 
30 ...... d8 31 b4 axb4 32 axb4 �e7 



A more active task is desirable for this 
bishop, but after 32 ... .Jtg3?! 33 c5 'it'h4 34 c6 
bxc6 35 dxc6! ll)b8 36 bS l:h6 37 h3, fol­
lowed by 38 lOdS or 38 'ilfc4, White is practi· 
cally winning. In contrast, the simple 
32 ... lOb8!? 33 C5 ll)d7 improving the knight 
was reasonable. 
33 cSlLlb8 34 'W'C4 �h8? 

In heavy time trouble Cramling over­
looks a minor tactical resource that will 
accelerate the white advance. 34 ... l1fg7 was 
preferable, intending 35 c6?! bxc6 36 dxc6 
d5! followed by 37 ... l:xc6 with counter play. 
Thus White should rather try 3S cxd6 cxd6 
36 bS, followed by 37 b6 and lOb5-C7-e6, or 
even 35 b5!? at once. 
3 S  bSI 

Now that 35 ... dxC5? fails to 36 d6, Black 
can't stop a white pawn from reaching c6. 
3S ••. �7 

Saving the knight from eternal impris­
onment. After 35 .. ':fg7 36 c6 Black is stra­
tegically doomed; e.g. 36 ... 'ilfgS 37 'W'a2 b6 
38 g4! fxg3 39 hxg3 I1h6+ 40 ':h2 1:gh7 41 
l:xh6 l:.xh6+ 42 �g2 'itc8 43 lOf2, when the 
sad knight on b8 means that White's vic­
tory is only a matter of time. 
36c61 

Again exploiting the theme of the ex­
posed rook on f7, i.e. 36 ... bxc6? 37 dxc6 and 
White wins. 
36 ... �8? 

36 ... lOb6 37 .Jtxb6 cxb6 3& cxb7 tt'b& was 
a lesser evil, when White could try 39 'ilfc&+ 
1:g& 40 "c6! .Jtf& 41 'ilfxb6 1:xb7 42 "'f2, 
followed by 43 b6, with an overwhelming 
advantage. 
37  cxb7 1:g8 38 na2 

With the inevitable plan of 39 1:a& and 
40.Jta7. 

Miscellaneous 

For the related exercises to this section, 
see page 35&. 

The initiative 
In the first chapter I defined the initiative as 
"some kind of major influence on the bat­
tle, without necessarily being an advantage 
in itself'. Typically we understand an "ad­
vantage" as something tangible, at least for 
the coming 10-15 moves; e.g. more space, a 
weak enemy pawn, the bishop pair, the op­
ponent's unsafe king. etc. In contrast, the 
initiative easily evaporates within a few 
moves if not sustained. Thus the side with 
the initiative typically tries to create new 
threats all the time, and doesn't shy away 
from material or positional concessions in 
order to keep the initiative going. All this 
might sound a little abstract, so let's look at 
some examples. 

Example 218 
T. V .P1!trosian-A.Karpov 

USSR Championship. 
Moscow 1974 

38 ... .i.h4 39 l:as lHg7 40 'W'11 'W'd7 41 .i.a7 In this apparently peaceful position, re-
In this utterly hopeless position, Black miniscent of the Queen's Gambit Accepted, 

resigned. Petrosian hurries to take the initiative. 
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11 e4! lObd7 12 es! 
Accepting doubled pawns in order to in­

crease the pressure. After 12 il.gs fib8! it 
would be more difficult to achieve the e4-
eS advance. 
12 ... il.xf3 

After 12 ... tbg4?1 13 il.f4 the knight on g4 
becomes misplaced. 
13 gxf3 ll:lhS 14 ':d1! 

By pinning the knight White prevents an 
annoying ... 'W'h4, e.g. 14 f4?! �4 with 
counterplay. 
14 ...• e7 15 f4 g6 

Karpov is just one move away from sta· 
bilizing his position by 16 ... lOg7. However ... 

16f51 exf5 17 e6! 
Unfortunately for Black, he can't recap­

ture on e6 due to the hanging knight on d7. 
17 ... lbdf6 18 exf7+ q;,g7 

By now the initiative has been converted 
into a more stable advantage: a strong 
passed pawn on f7 supported by the bishop 
pair. In view of these long term assets, Pet­
rosian is happy to exchange queens. 
19 'l'xe71 il.xe7 20 lObS I 

Heading for the weak square on e6. 
20 •. ':ac8 

A lesser evil was 20 .. JHc8 21 il.b3 il.cS, 
preventing the knight transfer to e6, al­
though after 22 �d4 .ixd4 23 :txd4 White 
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is much better anyway thanks to his strong 
bishop pair. 
21 iLb3 a6 22 ti:'.d4 ':xf7 

In view of the devastating threat of 23 
tUe6+ wxf7 24 iL h6!, Karpev gives up the 
exchange. 
23 iie3 tUg4 24 i.xf7 q;,xf7 25 l:lacl! 

In endgames with an extra exchange, it 
is generally a good idea to swap the 0ppo, 
nent's remaining rook. White later won. 

Example 219 
P.Svidler-A.Dreev 

Russian Championship, El ista 
1997 

Due to his privilege of making the first 
move, it could be argued that White has a 
slight initiative from the very beginning of 

the game. In the above position Black has a 
sound pawn structure and by castling on 
the next move he wouk:l reach a satisfac­
tory game; e.g. 12 b3?! 0-0 13 il.e3 lba6, 
followed by ... tOcS. Svidler finds a more en­
ergetic continuation. 
12 f41 h6 

The threat of 13 fS had to be parried, 
and 12 .. .f6? failed to 13 tOe6. 
13 fS iLh7 14 C51 
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At the right moment, before the blac1c ever, 5vidler finds a strong blow that keeps 
king castles away from the vulnerable e- the initiative going. 
file. 
14 . ..'il6d7 

After 14 ... �xc5 15 llel+, both Is ... il.e7 
16 f6! gxf6 17 �xh6, intending 17 ... lt:'l8d7? 
18 i.xc6, and IS ... �8 16 iLe3 tLla6 17 tLle4 
yield White clear compensation for the 
pawn - Svidler. 
15 g51 

SvidJer doesn't give the opponent any 
chance to relax. Now IS ... hxgs?! Tuns into 
16 tLle6! fxe6 17 ft'hS+ with a decisive at­
tack, and 16 ... 'it>f8 17 tLle6+! is equally 
promising. 
15 ... 0-0 

After 1S ... iLxgs 16 .i.xgs ft'xgs 17 J:te1+ 
¢'f8 18 �4, followed by tLld6, White ob­
tains a devastating attack, while 1S ... tLlxcS 
is well met by 16 b4! tLlca6 17 g6! �g8 (or 
17 .. .fxg6 18 txg6 .i.xg6 19 ft'g4 with multi­
ple threatsj 18 bS! with a dear advantage­
Svidler. In this latter line, it is worth notic­
ing how White uses resources on both 
flanks to keep his initiative going. 
16g61 

A logical follow·up to the previous 
move, which softens up the e6·square for 
the knight. In contrast, after 16 gxh6?! tLlf6 
17 hxg7 :e8 Black can hope for more coun­
terplay than in the game. 
16 .. .fxg617 1De6 "c8 

White also keeps strong pressure after 
17 �.iLxcS+ 18 �h1 ft'e7 19 tLlxf8 tLlxf8 20 
tLle4!, creating new threats such as 21 f6 
and 21 tLlxcS "'xCS 22 ft3+. 
18 ti:)xf8 �XC5+ 

Or 18 ... tLlxf8 19 f6!, followed by 20 tLle4, 
with an attack on the dark squares. 
19 �h1 .Q.xf8 20 fxg6 .i.xg6 

By accurate defensive play Dreev has 
avoided immediate defeat, and now it 
seems as if the worst is over for him. How-

21 .i.xh61 tLles 
After 21 ... gxh6 22 "'g4 Wh7 23 llf6! 

Black is unable to defend his king, e.g. 
23 .. .'''e8 24 llxg6! lLieS 25 l:e6 and wins -
SvidJer. 
22 i.f4 "bbd7 23ll)e4 

Finally the initiative has transformed 
into a more stable advantage. Black has just 
one pawn for the exchange, and his king 
remains rather unprotected. 
23 .. :i'e8 24 �3+ ... f7 

Or 24 ... .lil.f7 25 ft'g3 with ll)gs and 'W'h4 
coming up. 
25 'IIIg3 

25 'ilfxb7 llb8 26 'l'xa7 ..'i.xe4 27 .i.xe4 
... hS 28 .�g2 was even simpler - 5vidler. 
25 ... .i.xe4 26 .i.xe4 tLlf6 27 .i.g2 

Also possible was 27 i.xes tLlxe4 28 Wg2 
'l'dS 29 1hf8+! with a strong attack, but the 
text doesn't ruin anything. 
27 ... tLlhS? 

27 ... ll)ed7 was more saIki - SvidJer. Now 
White is able to launch a final attack. 
28 'i'gS ll)d3 29 i.esl 'I'd 30 *'xhS 'i'xes 

Or 30 ... tLlxes 31 ':'ael lle8 32 iLe4 wins. 
31 ft'f7+ ,.ph8 32 lltSI ibt2+ 33 'OPg1 

tLlxh3+ 34  'iPfl 
Black resigned. 
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Example 220 
G.Kasparov-A.Miles 

Match (game 3), Basle 1986 

In the above position, Black's strong fi­
anchettoed bishop and the weak pawn on 
bS would yield him a long·term advantage 
if he could just manage to consolidate; e.g. 
17 0-0?1 0·0 followed by ... l:lfb8. Therefore 
White is urged to act quickly. 
17 esl 

A strong advance that softens up the e­
file, the h2·b8 diagonal and the fourth rank 
for the white pieces. The pawn that is now 
lost on dS has less priority. 1 7  h4 was infe· 
rior due to 17 ... g4! 18 liJd2 0-0 19 0-0 llfbB 
with an unclear game - Kasparov. 
17 ... 0·01 

Castling away from the vulnerable e-file. 
In contrast, after 1 7  .. :tWxdS?! 18 exd6 e6 19 
0-0 the strong passed pawn on d6 speaks in 
White's favour, while 17 ... dxes 18 liJxes 
liJxes (otherwise 19liJc6 is strong) 19 .i.xes 
i.xes 20 'W'xes f6 21 'W'e4 leaves the black 
king exposed. 
lSh41 

White immediately searches for contact 
with the black king and, in a more long­
term perspective, secures the participation 
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ofthe hI-rook in the battle. 
lS ... 'W'xdSI 

Miles again defends wel1. After 
18 .. J:Hb8?! 19 e6! or 18 ... liJb6? 19 hxgs! 
liJxa4 20 gxh6 White obtains a strong at­
tack, while the endgame arising after 
18 .. ..:ab8 19 hxgs W'xbS 20 'i'xbs llxbS 21 
gxh6 .i.xes 2 2 liJxesliJxes 23 �.xes dxeS 24 
l:lxa7 ':xb2 25 ':hS! also favours him - Kas· 
parov. 
19 hxgs �xes? 

19 ... hxgs! was correct, eliminating the 
dangerous pawn. At this point the tempt­
ing 20 liJxgS? backfires after 20 ... liJxes 21 
'W'h4 liJd3+! 22 -"'4 'W'fS, so White should 
prefer 20 :'g4! f6! 21 "C2!? �xes 22 .i.xes 
dxeS 23 'W'h7+ �f7 24 'W'hS+ We6 25 'i'g6 
with attacking chances - Kasparov. 
20 iLxes dxeS?1 

20 ... J:.xes was a lesser evil, when 21 
�xes "xes 22 l:le4! keeps a clear advan· 
tage - Kasparov. 
21 gxh6 iLf6 

22 ':h5! 
Winning the es-pawn, after which the 

black king will feel even more uncomfort· 
able. 
22 ... WhS 23 l£1xes 'i1n13 

A nice line is 23 ... 'tIhg2 24 1:.g4! 'tWb7 25 
':'g7! with a decisive attack - Kasparov. 



24 :a3 "b4+ 25 ¢>fl:ad8 26 lix:61 

Just like in Petrosian-Karpov (p_ 273), 
once the initiative has transformed into a 
stable advantage White has no objections 
toan endgame_ 
26 .. :i'xb2 27 "xb2 iLxb2 28 :xa7 :e8 29 
l:be7 e4 30o:;t>e21 e3 31'O\td3 1-0 

Example 221 
J.Ehlvest·V.Topa!ov 

Vienna 1996 

In this apparently calm position many of 
us would probably choose 20 __ . .J::.ac8, bring­
ing the last piece into play. However, Topa­
lov has spotted a much more powerful idea. 
20, .. :f81 

Preparing ... f7-tS in order to clear the f­
file and the hl-a8 diagonal for the black 
pieces. This idea is further enhanced by 
White's g2-g3 earlier on in the game. 
21�h4 

Inviting the black knight into the centre, 
but there was no other way of preventing 
... f7-fS. The attempt to create some coun­
terplay by 21 cS fails to 21...dxcS! 22 bxcS 
.J::.ac8, winning the cs-pawn - Har Zvi. 
21 ___ lbd41 22 iixd4 exd4 23 lid3 .J::.ae8 

The last piece enters the game, stepping 

up the pressure on White. 
24 'iPhl? 

Miscellaneous 

A clever try, which could have worked 
against a less ambitious opponent. Both 24 
f3 il.h6!, heading for e3, and 24 .J::.el fS! led 
to a clear black advantage - Hazai. 
24 ••• 'i'I'd7! 

Topalov sidesteps 24 ... �xe4?! 25 �Xe4 
.xe4 26 *'xe4 .J::.xe4 2 7  -'Llf3, when his com­
promised pawn structure yields the oppo­
nent reasonable drawing chances. 
25 :el fSI 

Finally. Now the white king is under a 
cloud. 
26 exfs gsl 

After 26 ...• c6 27 f3 gs 28 ':xe8 l:lxe8 29 
f6! White gets some counterplay, so Topa­
lov first forces the knight to g2. 
27 ti)g2 -..e628f3 

After 28 f4 gxf4 29 gxf4 "-f3+ 30 �gl 
':e3! Black achieves a better version of the 
game due to the open g-file. 
28 ... fkxf3+ 29 �gl 

White is just one move away from con­
solidating by 29 :fl, so Black should act 
quickly . 
29 .. .Ae31 

Creating a new threat at d3. Now after 
30 !t::lxe3? dxe3 mate is inevitable, while 30 
':f1? drops a piece after 3Q ...• xg2+ 31 

2 7 7  
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.xg2 �xg2 32 �xg2 l:txd3. 
30 ::'xe3?1 

This allows a strong passed pawn on e3. 
Correct was 30 %lcdl!, defending the bishop 
on d3, when 30 ...• c6 preparing ... l:tfe8 
keeps the initiative. In contrast, the tempt­
ing 30 .. .l:tfe8 31 l:tl 1Ii'c6?, intending ... l:te2, 
fails to 32 f61 with the threat of 33 f7+. 
30 ... dxe3 31 l:tf1 'iig4 3 2 16? 

This attempt for counterplay leads no­
where. White's last chance was 32 lOxe3 
il.d4 33 .f2 'ii'h5 34 l:tel :e8 35 il.fl -
Petursson. 
32 .. '::'xf6 33 J:lxf6 i.xf6 34  il.xh7+ <;PhS 35  
..id3 �d4 36  'ite2l? 

A blunder, but after 36 ..ie2 "'e6 37 'tidl 
.e4 38 .fl �g7 White has a hopeless posi­
tion in any case - Har Zvi. 
36 ... t.131 

White resigned. 

Example 222 
M.Carlsen-DJakovenko 

Nanjing 2009 

In a typical position from the Exchange 
Variation of the Queen's Gambit, Blac1c 
weakened his queenside by ... b7-b6 earlier 
on in the game, but even so he shouldn't 
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have any major problems after castling on 
the next move; e.g. 13 l:tac1 0-0 followed by 
.. .l1ac8. Thus there is only one move that 
can pose him any immediate danger. 
13 e4! 

Normally this move rs harmless without 
a preceding f2-f3, but Carlsen has observed 
that after 13 ... dxe4?! 14 lOxe4 his isolated 
d4-pawn is outweighed by Black's vulner­
able king; e.g. 14 ... 'tid5 15 'iVa3! with the 
double threat of 16 lOd6+ and 16 l:tfel, 
while the knight is poisoned on e4. 
13 ... 0-0 

Jakovenko wrsely refrains from 13 ... dxe4 
and prefers to continue his development. 
14e5 

White takes advantage of his previous 
move to create a pawn majority on the 
kings ide. 
14 .. :W'e6 15 1:r:ae1 ::'fe8 16 ll:'lh4! 

Preparing f4-fS. 
16.../Dg6 

The active 16 ... C5 permits 17 �b5!. head­
ing for c7 or d6. 
17 lt'Jxg6 ti'xg6 

After 17 ... fxg6 18 f4, preparing h2-h3. 
g2-g4 and f4-f5. White is better - Golubev. 
18 'IIId, /D18 19 14 'IIIls 

Preparing a bloc1cade with ... liJe6 and 
... h7-h5. but as we already know from the 
previous section the queen is not the best 
blocker. and Carlsen finds a strong anti· 
dote. Probably 19 .. .fS!? followed by ... lOe6 
was a better choice. when White could pre­
pare either a g2-g4 breakthrough as in Gli· 
goric-Benko (p. 175). or b4-b5 with a de· 
layed minority attack. 
,0/Ddll 

Heading for e3 in order to challenge the 
enemy bloc1cade. 
20 ... f6 

The consequent 20 ... liJe6 21 0.e3 'W'e4 
can be met by 22 liJc2 .fS 23 :f2!? pro· 



tecting the queen in advance. Now after 
23_.11ac8 24 lbe3 'i'e4 25 f5! the intended 
25 ... 'it'xd4? no longer works, while 
25 ... lbxd4? is equally flawed due to 26 lbd1! 
'IIg4 27 1t14. 
21 11'e3 'il'd7 

By playing 20 ... f6 Jakovenko managed to 
prevent 22 f5 at this moment, but Carlsen 
finds a way to step up the pressure. 
22 'i'd3! 

Enabling lbf5-d6. 
22 ... fxe5 23 dxe5 lDe6 

Black is ready to meet 24 lbf5 by 
24 ... lbc5 with some counterplay, but White 
possesses a much stronger continuation. 
2.15 111><5 25 'li'd. 

Now the connected pawns are ready to 
start an attack on Black's king by f5-f6 or 
e5·e6. 
25 ... lL'le4 

This drops a pawn. but it was not easy to 
find a good defence. 
26 lL'lxd 51 'i'xd 5 

26 ... cxd5 obviously failed to 27 '::'xe4. 
while after 26 ... lLlc5!? 27 f6! Ited8! 28 f7+ 
wf8 29 'iWh4! 'it'xd5 30 e6! lL'lxe6 31 'i'xh7 
White has a strong attack - Golubev. 
27 'ij'xe4 :'ad8 28 e6 '6'xe4 29 l:[xe4 

With a sound extra pawn and more ac­
tive pieces, White is much better in the rook 
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endgame. Carlsen soon realized his advan­
tage by g4-g5 and eventually f5-f6. 

Here i s  an older example that shows 
once more the close relation between the 
initiative and an inventive use oftachcs, 

Example 223 
M.Euwe·E.Bogoljubow 

Match (game 6). Amsterdam 1928 

At first glance Black seems to have a 
more active game, with concrete threats 
like 13 ... �xf3, winning the exchange, and 
13 ... .:bd2. snatching the e4-pawn. 
13g41 

A compromising advance that weakens 
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several squares on the kingside, but Euwe 
has observed that a precise sequence of 
moves will yield him a promising initiative. 
Much less appealing was 13 es?! /{)dS, 
heading for n, or 13 C3? lLld3! 14 cxb4 
lDxb2, followed by IS ... 1L1d3 and Black even 
wins a pawn. 
13 .. ig6 14 a31 itxd2 

A forced reply, since 14 ... �aS? 15 b4 
lila4 failed to 16 .t.xf6 'ti'xf6 17 bxas. 
ls lOxd2 'i'C7 

Bogoljubow vacates d8 for the rooks and 
prepares ... e6-es followed by ... lDe6-f4. after 
which only Black can be better. Therefore 
White has to act Quickly. 
16 11'0! 

A power move that transfers the queen 
to a strong post on c3. 
16 ... es 

A logical follow-up, but 16 .. ':ad8!? 17 
:adl eS might have been more precise; e.g. 
18 "C3 lOcxe4! 19 lLlxe4 lLlxe4 20 'i'xes 
"xes 21 �xes l:txdl 22 :'xdl f6 with an 
inferK>r, yet holdable endgame. 
17 'ill'C31 1tlld7 

After 17 ... 1L1cd7?! 18 lilC4 lIfe8 19 ':ad1 
Black has a problem with the es-pawn. 

Bogoljubow is just one move away from 
the desired 18 ... 1L1e6. followed by 19 ... �f4. 
However, Euwe has a powerful reply pre-
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pared, one that will keep his initiative in· 
tact. 
18 f41 

Just at the right moment, when the 
pawn on eS can't move due to the mate on 
g7, while 18 ... lDe6? obviously runs into 19 
IS. 
18 ... f6 19 b41 

Taking the opportunity to displace the 
enemy knight. less precise was 19 fS?! �f7, 
when 20 b4? fails to 20._lDa4. Now, on the 
other hand, Black can't play 19 ... �a4? due 
to 20 'i'b3+. 
19 ... lOa6 20 fS 

Finishing off the enemy idea of a block· 
ade on eS, and preparing g4-gS with an 
attack at the base of the black pawn chain. 
20 ... itf7 21 �fl 

Obviously this bishop had no more tasks 
along the hl-a8 diagonal. 
21 .. JUd8 22 o:;Pg2 

Some sensible prophylaxis against a po­
tential queen checK. 
22 ... lOb6 23 itcll 

Avoiding a fork on a4. Curiously, both 
bishops are now excellently placed on their 
original squares. 
23. .• Iila. 2, 'ill'g3 'ill'd6 2S gSI 

White is finally ready for concrete ac· 
tion. The attempt to stop this blow by 
24 ... h6 obvK>usly made little sense after 25 
h4. 
2S ... fxgS?1 

After 2S ... �h8 26 lDf3 or 26 g6 Black 
faces a strong attack, but the text is a posi­
tional surrender due to the weak es-pawn. 
26 1tl131 h6 

Or 26 ... .:e8 27 �xgS. followed by 28 
':adl, and White is  much better. 
27 iL1xes bS 28 lOxf71 

Simplifying to a clearly superior end· 
game. 
28 .. :tIi'xg3+ 29 o:;Pxg3 �xf7 



30 (4! 

This and the next move clear some 
space for the bishop pair. The tempting 30 
e5 can wait. 
3o...tO(7 3 1  h41 gxh4+ 32 'it'xh4l:td4? 

Dropping a pawn, but after 32 ... a6 33 
iLf4 �e8 34 e5 �d4 35 wg3 Black's position 
is also hopeless. 
3 3  ii.f4 iDeS 34 �eSI Itd2 35 (xbS (xbS 36 
�xbS �b6 37 l:ta(1 

Euwe soon converted his overwhelming 
advantage into victory. 
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kingside. Thus White is urged to act quickly. 

19 fSI 
A strong pawn sacrifice that puts some 

pressure on e6 and clears the f-file towards 
the black king. 
19 ... 'i'xes 20 fxe6 fxe6 

In the event of 20 ... 0-0, returning the 
pawn in order to secure the king, then 21 
�fS! .d6 22 ibxe4 dxe4 23 'iVb3 with dou­
ble threats at b7 and f7 - Ribli. After the 
text Black intends 2 1  ... ii.f6 followed by 
.�o-o, after which White's initiative would 
slowly evaporate. 50 how can he keep it 

In Petrosian-Karpov we saw how the going? 
fight for the initiative motivated minor po­
sitional concessions, such as weak squares 
and doubled pawns. Another common idea 
in practice is a minor sacrifice to obtain or 
maintain the initiative. Here are a few ex-
amples on this topic. 

Example 224 
V. Topalov-I.Smirin 
Polanica Zdroj 1995 

In a Sicilian battle Black is one move 
away from 19 ... 0-0 with a decent game, 
thanks to the strong knight on e4 that ob­
structs a potential enemy attack on the 

21 t.DcbS I 
Exploiting the fact that 21 ... axb5? fails 

to 22 .xbS+, followed by 'i'xb7, White cre-
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ates the new threat of 22 lClC7+. Less con­
vincing was 21 iLf4?! '1Itf6, when White 
lacKs a useful discovered attack. 
21 ... lL'lcS 

After 2l ... Yc8?! 22 :lxc8+ iLxc8 23 lL'lc6! 
..wxb2 24 4:::,C7+ �d7 25 4:::,xd5! the attack is 
decisive - Ftacnik. 
22 'l'e2 1:.c8 

Parrying the double threat of 23 b4 and 
23 4:::,f3. Once more 22 ... axb5? was impossi­
ble due to 23 "xb5+ ;;'d8 24 .u.xc5! iLxC5 25 
1:.f7! 'ii'd6 26 �g5+ with mate coming - Ribli. 
23 lL'la71 

Again White finds a way of keeping up 
the pressure. Now a rook move to a8 or b8 
runs into 24 lL'lac6, while 23 ... iLd6? fails to 
24 lbf3. 
23, .. 1:.C7 24 b41 

By dislodging the enemy knight Topalov 
revives the lOac6 idea. 
24 ... lL'lxa4 25 lL'lac6 

25 .u.xC7?! 'i'xC7 26 lClxe6 ·iIt'e5 ts less 
convincing - Krasenkow. 
25 ... 'i'te4 

The only square; 25 ... 'i'd6? runs into 26 
il.f 4. 

26 l:lf41 
Topalov doesn't give the opponent any 

chance to relax. 
26 ••. 'IIIg6 27 l:lg4 "lff7 
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If 27 . . .  'i!t'f6, then 28 lU1. Now, in con­
trast, 5mirin is ready to meet 28 .uf1 by 
28 ... �f6. However, White has a much 
stronger option at his disposal. 
28 1bg71 'i!ixg7 29 lL'lxe6 ti'b2 3 0  lL'lxc7+ 

The clever temporary sacrifice on g7 has 
left the black king without shelter. 
30 ... <ad7 31 ti'xb2 

Also strong was 3l lClb8+! l:txb8 32 "g4+ 
�d8 33 4:::,e6., followed by decisive checks 
on g8 and c7. 
31. .. lbxb2 3 2  tOes+ -ad6 33 lL'lf7+ '1t>d7 34 

lL'les+l? 
White wins with ease after 34 lL'lxh8 

iLd6 35 lL'lxa6 iLxa6 36 .ua1, followed by 
':a7+ , but Topalov doesn't want to suspend 
the attack yet. 
34 •.• lPd6 35 il.f4l:lfB 

Or 35 ... 11g8 36 lL'lC4+ ¢>d7 37 lL'lxb2 d4 38 
iLg3 iLd6 39 lL'la41. hanging on to the extra 
piece - Krasenkow. 
3 6 fu+¢>d7 3 7 tOb6+! 

In view of 37 ... �d8 38 lL'le6+ ¢>e8 39 
lL'lxf8, Black resigned. 

Example 225 
G.Kaidanov-A.Onischuk 

Chicago 2002 



In this Nimzo"lndian structure White 
counts on the bishop pair, but Black has the 
sounder pawn formation and his bishop on 
C4 is rather annoying for the opponent. 
Kaidanov found an astonishing way of seiz­
ing the initiative. 
14:a211 j;:.xa2 

If Black doesn't take the TOok then its ar­
rival at f2 will make the black king a bit 
more concerned; e.g. 14 ... b5 15 1:I.f2 as 16 
tOf5 b4!? 17 g4'. preparing g4-g5, with a 
strong attack. 
15 j;:.xa2 tiJf8 

A sensible manoeuvre in order to rein­
force the kingside defence. 
16 0-0 ag6 

17 i<.d2 

A last preparatory move before taking 
concrete action. It is w011h noting that the 
bishop on a2 has become a giant after the 
departure of its counterpar1. 
17 __ :it'd7 18 -'2'lfS! 'li'd8? 

Black somehow regrets his previous 
move and yields White two extra tempi in 
the attack. lS ... tOxe4? was equally bad due 
to 19 .�_xf7+1 'iPh8 (both recaptures fail to 
20 tOh6+) 20 iLxg6 hxg6 2 1  tt'},3+ �gS 22 
tOh6+. Instead, a counter sacrifice with 
1S ... l:.xe4! 19 0.xg7 lLIf4! was called for, 
when there can follow 20 iLbl d5 21 j;:.xe4 
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tOxe4 22 �'xf4 i;>xg7 23 .li.e1 and the white 
initiative has evaporated into rough equal­
ity - Kaidanov. Evidently such lines aren't 
easily visualized over the board, thus in 
practice it is often easier to play with the 
initiative than against it. Now back to the 
position after IS .. :ilidS. 

At first sight it is not clear how to pro­
ceed with White. The straightforward 19 
g4? fails to 19 ... �xe4, intending 20 g5 lIg4+, 
while 19 .l1i.b1 1:fS 20 g4 lL1d7 isn't convinc­
ing either. Kaidanovfinds a third, ingenious 
option. 
19 eSI dxes 20 e4! 

At the cost of just one pawn White has 
managed to integrate the dark-squared 
bishop into the attack. 
20 ... exd421 lUxg71 

Exploiting the exposed position of the 
knight on f6. In contrast, the natural 21 
cxd4?! runs into 2 1  ... tOh4! 22 lDxM 'lWxd4+ 
23 .li.e3 'i'xe4 24 "ii'xe4 l:txe4 with a slightly 
better endgame for Black - Kaidanov. 
21-./Des 

The only move, since both 21 .. .'it'xg7? 22 
iLgs and 21 . . .  tOM? 22 'iWg3 tOxe4 23 'iWg4 
win for White. Now, on the other hand. 22 
lIVg3? fails to 22 ... 0.xe4. 
22 tfh3 dXc3 

Since 22 ... lLlxe4?! 23 lLIxeS 'lWxeS 24 
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.th6! liJxC3 2S .Q.b3 leads to a decisive at- White has just played ti:ld4-b3, preparing 
tack, Black opts to deflect the bishop from 'l!t'C2 and nfdl, with pressure on the d6· 
the cl-h6 diagonal. pawn. 
23 �XC31 ¢'xg7 24 'i'g3+ 

White is finally ready to recover the ma­
teria 1. In contrast, 24 .1iI.xes? lets Black es­
cape after 24 .. Jbes 25 't!fg3+ It'!g4! 26 
'l!t'xg4+ ngs 27 nxf7+ 'tt'h 8  etc. 
24_._tbg6 25 �xf6+ 1hf6 26 nxf6 ¢'xf6 

27 h41 
The fight for the initiative continues 

even after reaching the endgame. Now 
Black is faced with the threat of 28 'l!t'gS+ 
�g7 29 h5. less convincing was 27 "'xc7?! 
ti:les or 27 'ilff3+?! 'tt'g7 28 'l!t'xf7+ 'iPh6. 
27_.Jte5 28 'l'f3+ ¢'g7 29 h5! f6 

Black has to give up his knight. since any 
move with it would lead to the loss of the 
rook after a check on f7 or g3. 
30 hxg6 hxg6 31 'i'd3 

White later converted his material ad­
vantage into victory. 

Example 226 
G.50ppe-P.Ricardi 

Argentine Championship. 
Buenos Aires 1999 

In a typical King's Indian structure 
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13_._�xe4! 
A fascinating sacrifice. It is not evident 

whether Black can recover enough material 
for the queen, but intuition somehow sug­
gests that he can count on a strong initia­
tive. In contrast, after 13 ... g5 14 ..Ii1.g3 liJxe4 
15 liJxe4 lhe4 16 tba5!? White has some 
compensation forthe pawn. 
14 ..I:i:.xdSliJxC3 15 'i'xd6 .£lxe2+ 

After 15 ... �xb1?! 16 -'i.f6! ..Ii1.xf6 17 'tixf6 
:xe2 18 :xbl, contrary to the game, White 
has managed to swap the powerful fi­
anchettoed bishop. 
16 ¢'h1 lbxC4 



171!1d3 
The white queen was short of safe 

squares; e.g. 17 '1It'dl? lDC3 or 17 tkC7? �e5. 
while 17 'itcS?! runs into 17 ... �e6! with the 
strong threat of 18 ... .JtfS. 

17 ... �f5 18 'ii'xC4 iLxb1 19 l:txbl Uaxd8 
Black finally managed to restore the ma­

terial balance, with a clear initiati .... e thanks 

to his active pieces. 
20g3 

Avoiding bad rank mates. In the event 

of 20 a3 It'JO 21 .:tC1?! lDdl! White runs into 
tactical problems; e.g. 22 'iffl .JtC3! 23 :'Xdl 
l:xdl 24 1i'xdl l:lel+ 2S 'iltxel iLxel with a 

decisive extra pawn in the endgame -
Huzman. 
2o ... lDc] 21l:.f1 

21 ••• .:te4! 
By energetic play Ricard; keeps the ini­

tiative. In contrast, after 21 ... lLlxa2?! 22 It'JC5 
White gets some counterplay on the queen­
side. 

22 WcS lLlbS 
Installing the threat of 26 .... �f8, winning 

the b4-pawn. 

23 a4:tdSI 
Less convincing is 23 ... iLf8?! 24 "'c2 lLld6 

25 "'d2, preparing lLlcS. 
24 'it'c2lLlc31 

By now almost all Black's pieces have 
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improved their positions considerably, and 

White is incapable of sustaining his queen­
side pawns. 
25 as a6 26 h4 hS 

Ricardi is in no hurry to take the b-pawn. 

27 '.tg2 11xb4 28 lle1 lla4?1 
This yields White some unexpected 

counter play. More technical was 28 ... :tdbS! 
29 lLlcl :'xas 30 ':e8+ �h7 31 l:e7 ':fS and 
Biack remains in complete control. 

29 :te8+ 'atth7 30 lLlcll 
Before placing his rook on e7 Soppe pre· 

vents 30 ... 1:.a2. 
3 0  .. J::axas 3 1  l:.e7 1:.fS 32 :txb7 :tabS 33 

lb7? 
A tactical slip perhaps provoked by time 

trouble. 33 ':d7 as 34 lLld3 a4 was correct, 
when Black has a clear, though not yet deci­
sive advantage - Huzman. 

H .. id4! 34 l:.xa6 ':xf2+ 35 'ii'xf2 i.xf2 

3 6  '.txf2 11fS + 

Preparing ... c6-cs. Black later converted 

his extra material into vict01y. 

Finally, here is a complete game that il· 
lustrates the fight for the initiative and the 
efforts to maintain it. 

Example z21 
J.Helisten-Z.Azmaiparashvili 

Greek Team Championship 2003 
Modern Defence (A41) 

1 d4 d6 2 1Df3 g6 3 (4 Jig7 4 ll)C3 es 5 JigS!? 

My opponent is an expert on the posi­
tion arising after 5 dxeS dxeS 6 'iltxd8+ 
�d8, so I preferred to ta lee the ga me into 

more unexplored terrain. 
5 .• .16 6 i<d2 

White managed to provoke ... f7-f6, but 
d2 is hardly an ideal place for the bishop. 
6...'1lc6 
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Others options are 6 ... tDe7 and 6 ... exd4 7 

llJxd4 f5. 
7 d5 li:lce7 8 e4 f51! 

8 ... li:lh6 was safer, as in the game 
L.Ftacnik-E.Ermenkov, Budapest 1993. 

With 8 .. .f5 Black aims for an improved 

King's Indian after ... tDf6 and ... 0-0, but 
White prevents this plan by his following, 
strong move. 

9c5! 
Preparing an annoying check on b5 and 

undermining the black pawn chain. As we 
will see next, the sacrificed pawn is well 
invested. 
9 ... dxc5 

Azmaiparashvili accepts the challenge. 
9 .. .a6!? was a safer choice, when 10 b4 1ZJf6 
11 iLc4 keeps the initiative. 

10 .i.b5+! -af8 
Practically the only move, since both 

10 ... iLd7? 11 �g5! c6 12 dxc6 bxc6 13 iLc4 
and 10 ... c67! 11 dxc6 li:lxc6 12 .i.c4 leave the 

black king in serious danger. 
11a4 

Parrying in advance the enemy plan of 
... a7-a6 and ... b7-bS. 
11 ... lLlf6 12 0-0 a6 

Or 12 .. .fxe4 13 lbgs soon recovering the 

pawn. 
13 .i.c4 'ii'd6 14 :e11 
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One more piece joins the battle, with 
pressure against the weak pawn on e5. Less 

logical was 14 exf5?! .i.xf5 when Black is 
helped with his development. 
14 ... fxe4 

My previous move was partly motivated 
by the line 14 .. .f4 15 iLxf4! exf416 eS, when 
White recovers the piece with a strong ini­
tiative; e.g. 16 ... 'fi'd8 17 exf6 iLxf6 18 lDe4 
etc. 

1s lilgs Jl.!S 16 1'ib3! 
The obvious 16 lZJcxe4?! permits 

16 ... iLxe4 17 tDxe4 li:lxe4 18 lhe4 llJf5!, fol­
lowed by ... lLld4. with some counterplay. 

By playing 16 'tIfb3 White develops one 
more piece with tempo and now plans ei­
ther ];tal-d1, protecting the d5-pawn and 

enhancing a future lbg5-e6(+), or g2-g4!?, 
fighting for the light squares on e4 and fS. 
16 ... '/I'b6 

After 16 ... b6 17  :adl h6 18 llJe6+ iLxe6 
19 dxe6 White has a strong initiative; e.g. 

19 ... tDc6 20 tDxe4! tDxe4 21 'fi'f3+! lLlf6 22 

iLxh6 "e7 23 :d7 with decisive threats. 
17 '11fa2 

My first intention was 17 d6?!, but after 

17 ... �c6! 18 iLb5 lOd8 the game becomes 
murky. 
17 ... '/I'd6 18 '/I'b3 

Before opting for one of the abovemen· 



tioned plans, White regroups the Queen to 
a3 where it will eye the c5-pawn. Both 18 
l:tadl and 18 g4 were possible as well. 
18 ..... b6 19 '&'a31 'i'd6 

After 19 ... 'iWb4? 20 "a2l the Queen be­

comes exposed on b4. By playing 19 ... 'it'd6 
Black offered a draw (i.e. 20 ft3), but I was 
already too thrilled about my position, and 
even messed it up a little. 

20 g4?1 
Much stronger was 20 l:tad1! h6 21 

lLle6+ .i.xe6 22 dxe6 ti:)c6 23 .i.g5! (securing 
a protected square on e4 for the knight) 
23 ... �d4 24 hf6 �xf6 25 li:'Jxe4, followed 

by �xc5, with a clear edge thanks to the 
active pieces and the strong passed pawn 

on e6. 
20 ... h61 

A clever intermediate move that avoids 

a white knight settling on e4. 
21 lDgxe4 lDxe4 22 iDxe4 .i.xe4 23 fbe4 
ti:)xdS 

When playing 20 g4 I had forgotten that, 

from a3, the Queen no longer protects the 
d5-pawn. Fortunately White's position still 
has a lot of potential. 

24 'ill'b3 :IdS 
Or 24 ... lLlb6 25 iLO, preparing l:tae1. 

25 'i11'xb7 �f6 

A critical position has arisen. In view of 
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26 l:te2 'l-'d4! with some counterplay, I de­
cided to give up the exchange in order to 
keep the initiative on my side. 

26 .i.e31? 
With hindsight 26 l:te2! 'W'd4 27 thC7 

was the best option; e.g. n ... ltd7 28 'iWb8+ 

l:td8 29 fib3! 'ti'xg4+ 30 W'h1, when White's 
safer king and the passive rook on h8 speak 
in his favour. 
26 ... 'it'b6 ? 

In his desire to simplify, Black trans­

poses to a bad endgame. 26 ... lOxe4 27 ..-xe4 
h5! was correct, when it is not clear 
whether White's initiative can be converted 
into something more tangible; e.g. 28 l:tf1 

g5 29 f4!? gxf4 30 l:txf4+ �e8! with compli­
cations. 
27 'i'xb6 exb6 28 ':xes bS?l 

Eliminating the potential passed pawn 

on a4 but, more significantly, activating the 
enemy rook on a1. After 28 .... �)xg4 29 ':e6 
iLxC3 30 bxC3 Black is also suffering, but 
this was the least of his evils. By the way, 
the attempt to improve this line by 
29._iLd4? fails to 30 h3! .  

29 axbs axbs 30 .i.xbs lLlxg4 
Perhaps AzmaiparashviJi had prepared 

30 ... lDdS? and. only now saw the reply 31 
':xdS! ':xdS 32 ':a8+ W'e7 33 ':a7+. 
31 l:te4! 

2 8 7  
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Activity above material. In contrast, af­

ter 31 lhc5?! .iI:.xC3 32 bxC3 l:th7! Black is 
still alive. 

31 .•• hS 
31...iLxC3 32 bXc3 ltJf6 33 :'f4 :'d6 was 

slightly more tenacious, although after 34 
.l1aS+! �g7 35  lh7+ �S 36 iLc4 White 
wins. 

3 21:f4+ �g8 33 .i.c4+ wh7 3 4 l:tf7 
In view of 34 ... l:thgS 35 :'aa7, Black re­

signed. 

For the related exercises, see page 361. 

The link between tactics 
and strategy 
When I was a kid and a newcomer to this 
game, I often heard older and more experi· 
enced players make a division of chess 

players into two different groups: tacticians 
and positional players. However, I soon no­
ticed in my own games that the supposed 
tacticians would often find good squares 

for their pieces, seize open files and effect 
favourable exchanges, while the "posi­
tional" players weren't that bad at forks 

and pins after all. Many years later, my ex­
perience tells me that every game contains 
a high amount of both tactical and strate­
gical challenges, and these are often closely 

related and intertwined. Therefore ooth 
strategy and tactics have to be mastered in 
order to aspire to any success, no matter 
what our personal style. As for a classifica­
hon of chess players, if such is really needed 

then Dvoretsky's division into "intuitive" 
and "scientific" players probably makes 
more sense. 

Now let's talk a little more aoout the 
link between tactics and strategy in chess. 

As you have noticed, despite the strategical 
focus of this book, its examples are filled 
with tactical considerations, on almost 
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every move. As I mentioned in the first 
chapter, it is simply impossible to conduct 
the strategical battle without paying atten· 
tion to tactical details. For example, we saw 

on several occasions how a superior posi· 
tion was converted into victory by means of 
an opportune use of tactical arms, as in 
Pelletier-5ebag (p. 44), Kasparov-MaTtinovic 
(p. 136), 5hort-Kasparov (p. 205), and Hall· 
Hjelm (p. 243), to na me just a few. 

In the following, we will have a look at 
some examples where the link between 
tactics and strategy is paTticularly explicit. 

To start with, here are a few cases where a 
lack of tactical considerations led one of the 
players into disaster. 

Exampie 228 
O.Renet·B.Zilger 
leukerbad 1992 

In a typical French battle Black desires to 
transfer his bishop on d7 to a more active 
post on h5, but he chose the wrong mo­

ment. 

20 ... .i.e8?? 

A prophylactic measure such as 20 ... WC7 
was called for. 



21.ilxf6! 
After 21...gxf6 22 b4 the other bishop is 

trapped, so Blac"k resigned. Perhaps luger 

ruled out .i.xf6 in his mind due to its "anti­
positional" look, and duly paid for it. 

Example 129 
J.Sriram·R.Laxman 

Indian Championship. Mumbai 
2009 

White has just played e4-eS, with some 
attacking prospects. 

17 .. .1l.xf311 
Before moving his knight Black aims at 

eliminating the potential attacker on f3. 
Just like 20 ... .i.e8 in the previous example, 
his idea is strategically well founded but 

tactically flawed. 

18 exf6! 
Another intermediate move, and there 

are more to come. At this moment Black in 

fact resigned, but let's see how the game 
could have concluded. 
18 ..... xa3 

Or 18_ . .i.xe2 19 fxe7, winning a piece. 
The text leaves roth queens en prise, but 
White finds a clever way of withdrawing his 
one with check. 
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19 .ilxh7 +1�h8 
If 19 ... �xh7, then 20 "'(2+ followed by 

21  bxa3. 
20 fxg7+ ¢7xg7 21 ·li'e5+1 

At last White achieves his desired queen 
check. 
21, • .f6 22 'il'g3+-;i;>xh7 23 bXal 

With a decisive material advantage. 

Example 230 
T.Wall·C.Ward 
Wrexham 1998 

White has adopted some kind of Hedge· 
hog with reversed colours. Now the dy­
namic 20 d4! was called for: e.g. 20_.e4 2 1  
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�es! �xb4 2 2  iLa3 as 23 �C4, recovering 
the pawn with a slight initiative. 

20 iLe3? 
A natural move that protects the b4-

pawn and prepares 'W'b2 with increased 
pressure on eS. However, Black possesses a 

little tactical trick that will yield him a clear 
strategical superiority. 
20 ••• lbd41 

21 iLxd4 
After 21 exd4 exd4 the piece is regained 

with serious damage to White's pawn 
structure. 

21 .. .exd4 22 e4 .:etaeS 
Heading for the entry square at 0. 

23 u'xeS u'xeS 24 :e1 ':e3! 
After the departure of the dark-squared 

bishop, there is nobody in the white camp 

covering this square. 
25 lid1?1 

A misguided attempt for counterplay, 
but White's position was difficult anyway. 
25 ..• nxe1 26 ti'xe1 'i!txb4 27 'fie7 �b1 2S h4 

'i'xd1+ 29 �h2 'Ci"xd3 30 l't'bS+ .i.fS 31 'i!t'xb7 
W'3 

Black soon realized his material advan­
tage. 

Tactical resources are often associated 
with the win of material or mate, but they 
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can also be used for reaching different 
strategical objectives, such as improving a 
piece, creating weaknesses in the enemy 
camp, etc. In fact we just witnessed this in 

Wall·Ward, and the book contains several 
other cases on the same topic. such as Vu­
dovich-Klaman with 26 r:ta5 (p. 61), Piket­
Timman with 12 iLh3 (p. 103). Hellsten­
Llorens with 24 tUe4 (p. 110). and Sokolov· 

Karaklajic with 24 ltlfS (p. 251). Here are 
some more examples. 

Example 231 
A.Alekhine·M.Euwe 

World Championship (game 1). 
Holland 1935 

At first sight the position seems roughly 
level. but Alekhine finds a clever way of in­
tertwining tactics and strategy, one that 

will lead the opponent into difficulties. 
19 b4! 

Initiating a minority attack. with focus 
on the c6-pawn. Unfortunately for Black. 

the pawn cannot be taken: 19 .. :'-xb4?? fails 
to 20 .�.xes, while after 19 ... iLxb4?! 20 �b3 
fiC7 21 "fi'e4! .i.d6 22 'it'd4 he is forced into 
22 ... gS 23 �xgs with an ugly position. 
19 •. :.e7 20 b5! e5 21 t;-.Jf5 f6 



After 21 ... .$&.f6 22 !De3! il.e6 23 lOd5 

�xd5 241bd5 Black is also under pressure. 

22 liJe3 .i.e6 23 il.dSI 
Eliminating the main defender of the 

light squares. 
23 .. ..i.xdS 24 l:xdS iltas 

Or 24 ... �d8 25  �xe5 fxe5 26 tHS! with a 
decisive advantage - Alekhine; but in the 

game Black runs into even bigger problems. 
25 �fS "'ei+ 26 ..t>g2 .i.d8 27 .i.xes fxes 28 

1Id71 
Alekhine is not interested in picking up 

pawns when the final attack is near. 
28 ... i.f6 29lt:lh6+1 �h8 30 "'xe5 

Black resigned. There could have fol· 
lowed 30 ... l:te8 31 'i'd5! gxh6 32 .f7 with 
mate. 

Examp/e 232 
B.lvkov·E.Gufeld 

Sarajevo 1964 

White has some initiative on the king· 
side, but how to make further progress? 

22 l:d61 
Supported by a tactical variation White 

seizes the sixth rank and prepares Aed1 

with complete control of the open file. 
22 ... e4 
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On 22 ...... xd6 Ivkov had prepared 23 
lOhS! It:le6 24 lOgS! and mate is inevitable. 

Also after 22 ... lOe6 23 ':ed1 he maintains 
the pressure. since 23 ... tOd4?! runs into 24 
lOgS! f6 25 ':lxd4, intending 2s ... cxd4 26 
':e6. 

23 :ed1 4Jcs? 
A logical follow·up to the previous 

move. but now White again takes advan· 
tage of his tactical resources on the king· 
side. 23 .. .f6 first was preferable. 

24 lOxe51 .i.e6 
Or 24 ... 'i'xes 25  ':ld5 'i'e7 26 ':xc5!, 

winning a pawn, since 26 ... ti'xd6 runs into 
27 lt:lh5! lOe6 28 lt:lf6+ with mate. 

2s lOe6 "e7 26 eS 
White is a clear pawn up, and the rest is 

easy. 
26 ... iid7 27 AidS tbd3 28 ':xd7! lOxd7 29 

Axd7 'ii'xd7 30 liJe4 l:e6 3 i lOf6+ 
In view of the imminent mate, Black reo 

signed. 

Examp/e 233 
A.Beliavsky-Y.Razuvaev 

Frunze 1979 

In a typical position from the Spanish 
White is basically aiming at a kingside at· 

291 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

tack, whereas Black tries to create counter· 
play on the opposite flank 
17 �g3 

Heading for the ideal square on fS. 

17 ... g6 18lOfS! 
Anyway! Based on the tactical line 

lS .. .gxfS? 19 'iltxfS tiJf6 20 iLh6! 'ibhS 21 
it.gs with mate to come. Beliavsky manages 
to improve his knight. 

18 .••. 1l.f6 

19 iLa41 

Aware that after 19 ... gxfS?! 20 'iltxfS the 
piece is regained, White improves his 
bishop and releases the pin along the c·file. 
19 .. .bxc3 20 lDh6-t <;Pg7 

A vulnerable square for the king, but 
20 ... Wh8? obviously failed to 21 .�xd7. In 
contrast, had White chosen the immediate 
19 lDh6+, then 19 ... �hS! would have been 

fully playable. 
21 lDg4 iLe7 22 iLh6+ <;ph8 23 :tac1 

There is no hurry to take the exchange. 
23 ... lDcS 24 'i'xC31 

Now tactical motifs appear along the 
al·h8 diagona 1. 
24. .. �6 2S iLC2 :tfb8 26 iLd21 

The tempting 26 nxeS!? allows 26 ... dxes 
27 'it'xes+ .i.f6 28 lDxf6 tiJC4! with some 
confusion, so Beliavsky first displaces the 
knight on as. 
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26 ... tiJab7 27 l:txeSI dxeS 28 'i'xeS-t 16 
Or 2S ... �f6 29 lDxf6 'it'd6 30 'ii'd4 tiJe6 31 

'ith4 with a decisive attack 

29 'ii'xe7 'ii'd6 30 tbl6+ "'x16 31 li:lx16 
With three pawns for the exchange and 

far more active pieces, the rest is easy. 
31. .. Wg7 32 .Iit.C3 ¢>f7 3 3  b4 }:tc8 34 bxcS 
lDxcS 3 S lDxh7 

Black resigned. 

Exampie 234 
P.Popovic-J.Timman 

Belgrade 1987 

Here is a less dramatic case. In a Sicilian 
battle Black has just retreated his knight by 

17  ... lDd7 in order to improve it via eS,c4. 
Popovic now alters the position in his fa­
vour by means of a well-known tactical 
trick 

18lDdSI 1Ifxd2 
After lS ... 'W'dS? 19 tiJxe7 'ii'xe7 20 l:t.fd1 

the dark-squared bishop is sorely missed in 
Black's camp. 

19 iLxd2 
Now the point of lS lDdS is easily appre­

ciated: after 19 ... exdS?! 20 exdS White reo 

gains the piece with a clear positional plus, 
while 19 ... .txdS 20 exdS eS 21 as! also fa-



vours him - Popovic. 
19 ... �d8 20 �b41 

Depriving the opponent of the bishop 
pair, after which it will be easier to attack 
his queens ide. 
20 ... �f6 

After 20 ... i.:.as?! 21 lUd1 the d6-pawn 
becomes exposed. 
21 �xc6 bxc6 22 J:ab1 nab8 23 b3 dS 24 
llfdl Qxs 11 

24 ... d4 was preferable, when White 
could try 2S e5!? �xes 26 f4, followed by 
iLxc6 - Popovic. 
25 �e3! �e7 

The a7-pawn must stay on the board. 
26 exd5 cxd5 27 c4! 

Creating a passed pawn and clearing 

some space for the fianchettoed bishop. 
27 .. .dxc4 28 bXc4 nxb1 

After 28 ... �xa4?! 29 :'xbS l:IxbS 30.:tal! 

the rook reaches the seventh rank. 
29 :'xbl 

With the plan of as-a6, iLb7 and :tbS. 
White is clea rly better. 

Example 235 
A.Karpov-O.Romanishin 

Tilburg 1993 

Miscellaneous 

White enjoys the bishop pair, but Black's 
position appears to be solid. How can the 

former exploit his control of the b-file? 
27C51 

Based on the fact that 27 ... lOxC5?? fails 
to 2S l:t:bS+, Karpov manages to undermine 
the enemy pawn chain and get rid of his 

only weak pawn. 
27 .. .dxc5 28 fo\! 

Striking while the iron is hot. 
28 ... h5 

Romanishin creates a flight square for 
his king, aware that after 2S ... exf4? 29 e5 
�xd5 30 iLxd 7 t he piece ca n't be recovered 
by 30 ... lOxC3? due to the same 31 nb8+, 

while 30 .. :�f8 also proves unsuccessful af­
ter 31 iLc6!, intending 31...lOxC3 32 l:t:bS+ 
�e7 33 neS mate - Karpov. 
29 fxe5 �g4 30 �xg4 hxg4 31 l:tall 

Having obtained a clearly superior pawn 
structure, White is happy to exchange 
pieces. 
31 .. .:tC21 

This loses by force. Black had to accept a 
difficult endgame after 31...:xal+ 32 iLxal. 

3 2  llxa6 1lxc3 33 lla8+ �h7 3 4  e6! 
The rest is easy. 

34. .. fxe6 3 5  dxe6 �f6 36 e7 :C1+ 37 ¢f2 
llc2 3 8 �e1 

Black resigned. 
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Exampfe 236 
P.Tregubov-T.Nedev 

European Club Cup. Fugen 2006 

White would like to make progress with 
his passed pawn, but after 2 S  d6?! nc6 it is 

not evident how the enemy blockade can be 
broken, besides which the d6-pawn might 
become exposed after ... �f8 at some mo­
ment. Tregubov finds a cleverer soluhon. 

25 i.e71 
Exploiting the tactical trick 2S ...... xe7? 

26 d6, White installs his bishop on the ob­
structive e7-square, where it will make a 
strong duo with the d-pawn after dS-d6. 

25 ... h5 
2S ... �f8 drops a pawn after 26 .�xf8 

l:r:xf8 27 "'xes. while the active 2S ... .:C2 26 
d6 :xb2?! runs into 27 .:tacl! nbc2 28 l:txc2 

':xc2 29 :Cl, intending 29 ... nXC1+? 30 
"'xCl iLf8 31 'IIfC7! winning - Golubev. 
26 d6 I:c6 27 I:acl..t>h7 

Black's king has left the vulnerable back 

rank, but even so his position remains diffi­
cult due the strong passed pawn. 
28 I:xc6 I:xc6 29 'i!fb3 '>ii'g8? 

The consequent 29 ... fS was called for, 
when 30 'i'f7 keeps the inihative - Golubev. 
30 'IIdsl 
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Now it is difficult for Black to move, 
whereas White has a simple plan in :td3-f3. 

30 .. Jlc2 3 1 l1.d3 l:tCl+ 3 2  '>ii'h2 e4 
The only way to prevent 33 ':0. 

3 3  'ilfxe4 
Even stronger was 33 I:g3! with the 

threat of 3411xg6 - Golubev. 

33_ .. lIc5 34 f4 
Taking the es-square from Black. 

34. .. b5 3 5 b3 '>ii'h7 3 6  :td5 l:txd5 37 'i't"xd5 

White later converted his extra pawn. 

Exampfe 237 
A.Karpov-A.Shirov 

8iel 1992 



At first sight White doesn't seem to have 
achieved much in this position from the 
Semi-Slav; e.g. 21 1UfS 'itcS!? 22 'l'xcs s...xcS 
23 ttaCl . :il.fB, intending .. ��cB-e6, with a 
solid game for Black. 
21 .�xes! 

A very concrete approach. Giving up the 
bishop pair hardly makes any sense in itself, 
but Karpov has anticipated that, in connec­

tion with a specific tactical line, it will help 
him to provoke chronic weaknesses on the 
black kingside. 
21 .. ,'i!t'xes 

After 21 .. .fxes?! 22 .*-f3 White has a 

pleasant advantage thanks to the strong 
base on e4. 

22 �d31 h6 

Unfortunately for Black, after 22 ... g6 23 
it,xg6! hxg6 24 'i'xg6+ �hB 2 5  'fi'h6+! �gB 

26 lOhS! the double threat of 27 'ill'g7 mate 
and 27 lill<f6+ cannot be parried. Thus shi· 
rov is forced to weaken a whole complex of 
kingside light squares, which are immedi· 
ately exploited by his opponent. 
23 �g61 1lf8 24 1illS <5 

After 24. .. ,iI.c8 25 liJh4! the threat of 26 
�h7+ followed by lUg6(+J is highly un­
pleasant; e.g. 2S ... 'Wgs 26 .iI.h7+ 'it>f7 2 7  

lOf3!, when the white queen enters deci· 
sively on either g6 or c6. The text clears the 

Miscellaneous 

hl-aB diagonal for the bishop but also lets 
White bring a new piece into the attack. 
25 axbS axbs 26 l:a71 'i'C7 

Or 26 .. .'i'b8 27 liJe7+ �hB 2B ii.fS! 'ii'xa7 
29 liJg6+ �gB 30 .iI.e6+ with mate to come -

Karpov. 
27 1Uh4 l:xd1+ 28 'W'xd1 tla8 

If 2B ... ,U,d8. then 29 '-g4 '1i'b6 30 l:xb7! 
'i'xb7 31 'ilfe6+ with similar consequences. 
29 'll'g41 

29 ..... c6 

Taking the e6-square from the white 

queen, but only for an instant. Obviously 
29 ... :'xa7? failed to 30 'ii'e6+, followed by 31 
'it'e8 mate. 
30 Ibb71 'i'xb7 31 'ii'e6+ 'it'h8 32 �e4 

In view of 32 .. .'W'a6 33 liJg6+ �h7 34 
liJes+ �hB 35 fl)f7+ with Lucena's mate to 
come, Black resigned. 

To finish with, let's see a few cases 

where tactical resources support strategical 
goa Is of a more defensive nature. 

Exampfe 238 
A.Moiseenko-V .Bolog.., 

FIDE World Championship, Tripoli 
2004 

In the Hedgehog-like position above 
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Black has a problem with completing his 
development. The naturaI 1S .. ...Q.b7? drops a 

pawn after 16 '1txd7, while both 1 S  ... d6 and 
1S ... 'i'C7 lead to the same result after 16 
ttJbS. Finally, the prophylactic 1s ... a6 runs 
into 16 ttJe4! 'ii'n 17 ti:ld6, preventing ... d7-
d6, with a firm advantage. 

15 ... .Il.g51 
Bologan has observed a minor tactical 

detail that will solve a11 his problems. 

16 e3 ..Q.b7! 
The point. With the bishop on f3 hanging 

in the air White has no time to capture the 
d7-pawn, while an exchange on b7 would 
leave the pawn defended by the rook. 
17 liJe4 

After 17 i.xb7 :xb7 18 4)e4 iI..e7, the 
formerly strong 19 ttJd6 proves harmless 
after 19 ... .ixd6 20 'ilxd6 'i'f6, followed by 
21 ... AcS and 22 ... l:.bC7 with counterplay. As 
for 19 l:tO l:tC7 20 r:td3. increasing the pres­
sure on d7, with 20 ... 'i'aS! Black once more 
uses tactical resources to mobilize his 

pieces: 21 :xd7? now drops the knight after 
21 .. .l:txd7 22 'i'xd7 l:tdS, while other moves 
are met by 21 ... l:tdS with a solid game. 

17 ... ..Q.xe4 18 i.xe4 
The threat of 19 'i'xd7 has been reo 

newed. 
18 .. ,f51 
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Again some minor tactics help Black in 
his defensive labour. By vacating the f7-

square for the rook with tempo he secures 
the d7-pawn. There was no other way of 

keeping the material balance; e.g. 1S ... i.f6 
19 b4 or 18 .. .'l'f6 19 'i'c2! with double 
threats at h7 and d7. 
19 ..Q.f3 nf7 20 l:tC3 it'C7 21 nd3 nd8 

At last the d7-pawn is safe. White can't 
undertake much at this point, and a draw 
was agreed just a fevv moves later. 

Example 239 
M.Tal-A.Suetin 

Sochi 1973 



Black has a problem on the dark squares 
and his e6-pawn i s  weak. By exploiting 

some minor tactics Suet in manages to 
transform the position in his favour. 
20 ... eSI 

A surprising advance. Now neither 21 

�xe5?? �xc5+, nor 21 'it'xe5?? 'i!fxe5 22 
�xe5 �xc5+ works for White, so he is 
forced to obstruct himself on the al-h8 di­
agonal and the e-file. 
21 fxes �g6 

Connecting the rooks and seizing some 
light squares with the bishop. 
22 'We3 

22 ... h61 
Preparing 23_.�gS in order to activate 

the other bishop as well. Despite his extra 
pawn, the position is slowly becoming un­
pleasant for White, whose knight is no 
longer particularly useful on b6. 

23 .u.xfS+ llxfS 24 l:lfl l:ld8!? 
A good alternative was 24 ... :txfl+ 25 

¢>xfl �g5 26 'ii'f3 'ii'd8 with excellent com­
pensation for the pawn. 
25 'ii'C3 �g5 26 �e3 'i!i'e7 

Getting closer to White's slightly ex­
posed king. 
27 .i.xg5 'ii'xgs 28 'ii'C4+ �h7 29 'i'f4 'ii'e7 
30 b4 'lfe61 

As we observed in some earlier exam-

Miscellaneous 

pIes, such as Zvjaginsev-Polgar (p. 182), 
sometimes a space advantage can tum out 
to be more of a liability than an asset. 

31 :tf2 
Or 31 �C4 .i.d3 32 J:tel :f81 with a 

strong attack - Suetin. 
31...:td1+ 3 2 :ttl J:lxtl+l 

Here the game continued 32 ... 11d3? 33 

h4! :ta3 34 h5, when White obtained coun· 
terplay and eventually even won. 
33 ..txf1 'ii'xa2 

Black finally recovers the pawn, with 
some advantage thanks to his active pieces 
and the insecure white king. 

Example 240 
V.Bologan-S.Rubievsky 

Dortmund 2004 

In this French-like structure White has 
just played 22 g4 with the clear intention of 

23 f5, attacking the enemy king. What can 
Black do against this plan? 
22 ... .i.c5! 

Exploiting the fact that 23 iLxC5?? runs 
into 23_.d4+, Rublevsky manages to swap 
the important enemy bishop on d4, whose 
departure will leave the e5-pawn more vul­
nerable and facilitate Black's counterplay 

297 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

on the queenside. In contrast, after 

22 ... iLa6?! 23 fS iLxd3 24 cxd3! %:tac8 2S 11f3 
White has good attacking prospects, e.g. 
2S .. �.CS 26 'ith6! it.f8 27 'ith4 followed by 
28 r:.h3 with tremendous pressure along 
the h-file. 
23 ¢>g1 

leaving the vulnerable hl-a8 diagonal. 
23 fS? obviously failed to 23 ... iLxd4 24 
1hd4exfs 2S gxfs 'i!i'xes, while after 23 o!? 
:tec8 24 fS iLa6 Black has no problems; e.g. 

2S fxe6 fxe6 26 :tf6 bxC3 27 bxC3 iLxd4 28 
cxd4 'liC3 29 J:l.dl J:tc6!, followed by 30 ... 11b8, 
with counterplay. 

23 ... itxd4 24 'i'xd4 

24 ... �.a61 

With this move Rub)evsky gets rid of the 
"bad" bishop and, as a bonus, softens up 
the C2-pawn. 
25 �2?1 

Bologan approaches with his king, per­

haps counting on 2s ... 'iIt'a7?! 26 'ilt'xa7 11xa7 
27 �e3. However, in the case of the queens 
staying on the board, the location of the 
king on f2 will just make the kingside more 

vulnerable. 2S J:[ael it.xd3 26 cxd3 ':ac8 27 
f5 seems preferable, with threat of 'tlt'f4·h6 
and fS-f6; e.g. 27 ... 'ifcS 28 'tlt'xcS l:.xcS 29 
:e2 emerging into a roughly equal rook 
endgame. 
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2S • •  .Jl.xd3 2 6  cxd3 l:tac8 27 We3? 
This runs into a strong counterattack. 

Here 27 "'g3 was preferable, followed by 28 

-Uf2 and 29 ':afl. 

27 ... 'ft'e71 
Heading for the weak square on h4. 

28 gs 
In view of the threat 28 ... ti'h4, Bologan 

weakens his pawn structure. After 28 <tf3 
hS!, both 29 h3  Wh4 ard 29 gxhS 'i!t'h4!. in­

tending ... 'i!t'h3+ and ... .:C2+, leave the white 
king in quite some trouble. 
28 .. ':C21 

Seizing the second rank before White 
manages to play 29 11ac1. 
29 r:.f2 'i'C7 30 'iti>f3 .l:tc8 3 1  Itafl nxf2+ 32 
'i'xf2 

Or if 32 11xf2 'iltcl! with interesting 

prospects for the black queen in both direc­
tions. 
3 2  ... 6'c6! 3 3  ti'd2 

33 'iltd4 permits 33 ... 'i'C2, while after 33 
o;;.g3 *a4! 34 b3 'ii'b5, preparing .. .nO and 
... 'i'c6, Black takes over. 

3 3 ... d4+ 34 Wf2 1!f'd5 1 
By attacking the a2-pawn Black prepares 

to meet 3S  b3 by 3S ... I1C3 with a clear initia· 

tive. Rub)evsky went on to win. 

For the related exercises, see page 363. 



Exercises 

The following exercises will help you to  put into practice the concepts studied earlier in 
the book. Each block of exercises is related to a specifk theoretical section. thus it makes 

sense to solve them once you have finished the corresponding section. 
The vast majority of these exercises is conformed by middlegame positions. with a few 

opening and endgame positions as a complement. Logically these examples aTe shorter 
and. less detailed than the explanatory examples featured earlier in the book, yet on many 

occasions I have continued the examples far after the supposed finish of the solution, due 
to their instructive content. 

In most cases I am asking for a 1st move + short plan. The latter can be anything from a 
general idea ("clear the bl-h7 diagonal for the bishop", "swap the defender on f6" etc), a 
specific plan or manoeuvre ("intending 'l:ld2-b3-as with pressure on c6") to a concrete se­

quence of moves ("in order to meet 1...lLJdS with 2 'l:lxdS cxdS 3 l:tCl seizing the open fl1e"). 
Sometimes you will have to evaluate one or two options, and in a number of complex posi­
tions concrete variations are required, e.g. 3-4 complete moves. 

Depending on the level of each exercise (they are presented in ascending order of diffi­
culty) you will probably need between 5 and 20 minutes to find the solution. If your solu· 
hon doesn't coincide with the one in the book, don't despair - the main thing is to grasp 
the general idea, and if you haven't, then give yourself more time for the next position. On 
the other hand, you might have found an even better solution, who knows! 

On some occasions I have included 1st move alternatives in the solution (typically origi­
nating in suggestions from my students) thatfor one or another reason deserve attention. 
Different move orders have also been dealt with in some cases. In a few exercises the re­
lated concept is applied indirectly, e.g. preventing your opponent from making a key ex­

change. 
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Finally, you might find some exercises a little easy, in particular the first ones of each 
section. However, in my opinion there is nothing wrong with verifying existing knowledge, 

just like you review a part of your opening repertoire before a tournament game. A major 
aim of these exercises is indeed to improve your intuition, so as to be able to apply strate­
gical concepts more swiftly in practice. 
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Exercises 1-20: The bishop 

Position 1 (Black to play) 

Indicate your lSt move + short plan. 

Position 2 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 3 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 4 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 5 (White to play) 

Indicate your lSt move + shOTt plan. 

Position 6 (Black to play) 

Indicate your lSt move + short plan. 
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position 7 (Black to play) Position 10 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 8 (White to play) Position 11 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 9 (Black to play) Position 12 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 13 (Black to play) Position 16 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 14 (White to play) Position 17 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 15 (Black to play) Position 18 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 19 (Black to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

position 20 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 21-40: The knight 

Position 21 (White to play) Position 23 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 22 (Black to play) Position 24 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

304 



Position 25 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 26 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 27 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Exercises 

Position 28 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 29 (White to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

Position 30 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 31 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 32 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 33 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 34 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 35 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 36 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Position 37 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 38 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 

position 39 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 40 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 41-60: The rook 

Position 41 (White to play) Position 42 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + shmt plan. 

307 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

Position 43 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 44 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 4S (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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position 46 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 47 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 48 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Exercises 

Position 49 (Black to play) Position 52 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + ShOT1 plan. 

Position 50 (White to play) Position 53 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + shOTt plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 51 (White to play) Position 54 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 55 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 56 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 57 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 58 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 59 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

position 60 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Exercises 

Exercises 61-69: The queen 

Position 61 (Black to play) Position 64 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 62 (White to play) Position 65 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 63 (Black to play) Position 66 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + shOTt plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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position 67 (Black to play) Position 69 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 68 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 70-81: The king 

Position 70 (Black to play) Position 71 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu- Indicate your 1st move + general solu-
tion for the king. han for the king. 

3 1 2  



Position 72 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu­
tion for the king. 

Position 73 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu­
tion for the king. 

Position 74 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu­
tion for the king. 

Exercises 

Position 7S (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu­
tion for the king. 

Position 76 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu­
tion for the king. 

Position 77 (Black to play) 

Indicate your lSt move + general solu­
tion for the king. 
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position 78 (Black to play) Position 80 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu- Black threatens 1 ... 'i'g1+ 2 'iWd2 :tf2. 
tion for the king. Which is best 1 nf3 or 1 'i'e3 - ?  (5-6 moves 

analysis) 

Position 79 (Black to play) Position 81 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + general solu- Black wants to play 1 ... 'i'c5, preparing 
lion for the king. . .. d5-d4. Should he fear 2 :h3 - ? (5-6 moves 

analysis) 
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Exercises 82-90: The bishop pair 

Position 82 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 83 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 84 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 85 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 86 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 87 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 
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Position 88 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 89 (Black to play) 

White has quite some pressure for the 
pawn . Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 90 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 91-96: Exchanges - material advantage 

Position 91 (Black to play) Position 92 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 93 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 94 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 

Position 95 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (4-5 moves) 

Position 96 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Exercises 97-104: Exchanges - positional advantage 

Position 97 (White to play) Position 98 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 'ii'g3. (general considerations) Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 99 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 100 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 101 (Black to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 ... �xf3 2 .i.xf3 
.!Ue5 and 1 ... 1:c8 2 llC1 �b8. (general con­
siderations) 
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Position 102 (Black to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 ... 0-0-0 and 
1 ... 'i'xd4. (general considerations) 

Position 103 (Black to play) 

Evaluate 1 .. 4beS. (2-3 moves) 

Position 104 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Exercises 

Exercises 105-114: Exchanges - key pieces 

position 105 (Black to play) Position 108 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 106 (White to play) position 109 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 107 (Black to play) Position 110 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 111 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 112 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 113 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 114 (White to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 lbd3 and 1 �d2. 
(general considerations) 



Exercises 

Exercises 115-126: Exchanges - attack 

Position 115 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 116 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 117 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 118 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 119 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 120 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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position 121 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 122 (White to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 41d2 and 1 :adl. 
(general considerations) 

position 123 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 
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Position 124 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 125 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 126 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 



Exercises 

Exercises 127-136: Exchanges - defence 

Position 127 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 128 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 129 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 130 (Black to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

Position 131 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 132 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + ShOT1 plan. 
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Position 133 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 134 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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position 135 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 136 (Black to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 ... liJxf3+ and 
1 ... �d6. (3-4 moves) 



Exercises 

Exercises 137-148: Exchanges - activity 

Position 137 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 138 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 �xd4. (general considerations) 

Position 139 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 140 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 ':(5. (general considerations) 

position 141 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 142 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 �C2 and 1 :tel. (generally) 
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Position 143 (Black to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 ... lLleS and 1...CVe4. 

Position 144 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 'i'f2. (general considerations) 

Position 145 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 146 (Black to play) 

Evaluate 1 . .. .JtdS. (general considerations) 

Position 147 (White to play) 

Black just played ... :tbS-eS. Indicate your 
1st move + short plan. 

Position 148 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 ..tf4. (general considerations) 



Exercises 

Exercises 149-154: Series of exchanges 

position 149 (Black to play) position 152 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 150 (White to play) Position 153 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 151 (Black to play) Position 154 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Exercises 155-162: Dynamic exchanges 

Position ISS (White to play) Position 158 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

position 156 (Black to play) Position 159 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1...-*-e6. (general considerations) Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 157 (Black to play) Position 160 (Black to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 161 (White to play) Position 162 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

Exercises 163-174: Gaining space 

Position 163 (White to play) Position 165 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 164 (White to play) Position 166 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 161 (White to play) Position 110 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 168 (White to play) position 111 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 169 (White to play) Position 112 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 173 (White to play) Position 174 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 175-192: Creating weaknesses 

Position 175 (Black to play) Position 177 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 176 (White to play) Position 178 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 179 (Black to play) position 182 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st mOlle + short plan. Indicate your 1st mOlle + short plan. 

Position 180 (Whtte to play) Position 183 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st mOlle + short plan. Indicate your 1st mOlle + short plan. 

Position 181 (Black to play) Position 184 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st mOlle + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Exercises 

Position 185 (Black to play) Position 188 (Whtte to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 186 (White to play) Position 189 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 187 (Black to play) Posttion 190 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 191 (White to play) Position 192 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 193-208: Passed pawns 

Position 193 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 194 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 
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Position 195 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (4-5 moves) 

Position 196 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 



position 197 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 198 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 199 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (5-6 moves) 

Exercises 

position 200 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 201 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 202 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 203 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 204 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (4-5 moves) 

Position 205 (Black to play) 

Evaluate 1 ... bS. (general considerations) 

336 

Position 206 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 207 (Black to play) 

White just played 1 d6 attacking c7 and 
as. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 208 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 



Exercises 

Exercises 209-218: Pawn majorities 

Position 209 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 210 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 211 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 212 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 213 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 214 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 
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Position 215 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 216 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 217 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 218 (Black to play) 

Evaluate 1 .. :j;e7 and 1.Ji'lffi. (3-4 moves) 

Exercises 219-228: Pawn chains 

Position 219 (Black to play) Position 220 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Exercises 

Position 221 (Black to play) position 224 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 222 (Black to play) Position 225 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 223 (White to play) Position 226 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 227 (Black to play) Position 228 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 229-246: Dynamics 

Position 229 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 230 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (5-6 moves) 
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Position 231 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 232 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 



Position 233 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

position 234 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 235 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 

Position 236 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves). 

Position 237 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 238 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 
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Position 239 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 240 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 241 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 
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Position 242 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 243 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 244 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 



Position 245 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Exercises 

Position 246 (White to play) 

Black has sac'd a pawn. How do you neu· 
tralize his initiative? (1st move + short plan) 

Exercises 247-266: Restriction 

Position 247 (White to play) Position 249 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 248 (White to play) Position 250 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 251 (White to play) Position 254 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 252 (Black to play) Position 255 (Black to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 253 (Black to play) Position 256 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 ... �4. (2-3 moves) Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 
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Position 257 (White to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

Position 258 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 259 (White to play) 

Indicate your first 2 moves + short plan. 

Exercises 

position 260 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 261 (Black to play) 

White has just played nCl-dl. Indicate 

your 1st move + short plan. 

position 262 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 263 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 264 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

346 

Position 265 (White to play) 

Black's last move was ... h7·h6. Indicate 

your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 266 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Exercises 

Exercises 267-286: Prophylaxis 

Position 267 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Posttion 268 (Black to play) 

White has just played 4k3-d1. Indicate 
your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 269 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 270 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 271 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 272 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 273 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 274 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 275 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 276 (Black to play) 

White has just played nCl-c2. Indicate 
your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 277 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 278 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Posttion 279 (White to play) 

Black's last move was ... g6-gs. lndicate 
your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 280 (Black to play) 

Identify White's intentions and take 

prophylactic measures. (2-3 moves) 

position 281 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 

Position 282 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 283 (White to play) 

Black has just played ... a7-a6. look for 
the most flexible reply. (2-3 moves) 

Position 284 (Black to play) 

White has just played Aa3-g3. Indicate 

your 1st move + short plan. 

349 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

Position 285 (White to play) Position 286 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 287-306: Provocation 

Position 287 (White to play) Position 289 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 288 (Black to play) Position 290 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 
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Exercises 

Position 291 (White to play) Position 294 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 292 (Black to play) Position 295 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 293 (White to play) Position 296 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 297 (White to play) Position 300 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 298 (Black to play) Position 301 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 299 (White to play) Position 302 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 
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Exercises 

Position 303 (Black to play) Position 30S (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 

Position 304 (Black to play) Position 306 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 307-314: Weak squares 

Position 307 (Black to play) Position 308 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 309 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 310 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 311 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 312 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 313 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 314 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 



Exercises 

Exercises 315-324: Weak pawns 

Position 315 (White to play) Position 318 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 316 (Black to play) Posttion 319 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 317 (White to play) Position 320 (Black to play) 

Evaluate 1 f4. (general considerations) Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Posttion 321 (White to play) position 323 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 322 (Black to play) Position 324 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Exercises 325-334: Doubled pawns 

Position 325 (Black to play) position 326 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Exercises 

Position 327 (Black to play) position 330 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 328 (White to play) Position 331 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 329 (Black to play) Position 332 (White to play) 

Evaluate 1 ... 'i'e6. (3-4 moves) Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 
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Position 333 (Black to play) position 334 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Exercises 335-350: Blockade 

Position 335 (White to play) Position 337 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 336 (Black to play) Position 338 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 339 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 340 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 341 (Black to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 ... cS and 1 ... cxdS. 
(general considerations) 

Exercises 

Position 342 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 343 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 344 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 345 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 346 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

Position 347 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 
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Position 348 (Black to play) 

Indicate your 1St move + short plan. 

Position 349 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + short plan. 

position 350 (White to play) 

Indicate your 1st move + shOTt plan. 



Exercises 

Exercises 351-366: The initiative 

Position 351 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 352 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 353 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

position 354 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 355 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 356 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 
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position 357 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 358 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

position 359 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 
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Position 360 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 361 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 362 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 



Position 363 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Position 364 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Exercises 

position 365 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

position 366 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (3-4 moves) 

Exercises 367-382: The link between tactics and strategy 

Position 367 (Black to play) Position 368 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 
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Position 369 (Black to play) Position 372 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 370 (Black to play) Position 373 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 371 (White to play) Position 374 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

364 



Position 375 (White to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 .Ji.f4 and lli:lgS. 
(2-3 moves) 

Position 376 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 377 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Exercises 

Position 378 (White to play) 

Evaluate the options 1 g4 and 1 ·i'e3. (3-
4 moves) 

Position 379 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

Position 380 (White to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 
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Position 381 (Black to play) 

How do you continue? (2-3 moves) 

366 

Position 382 (Black to play) 

White has just played the aggressive 
ndl-d3, overlooking a tactical detail. Can 
you spot it? (3-4 moves). 



Solutions 

Position 1 
St.Nikolic·B.lvkov 
Sarajevo 1967 

1. •. .i.e8! 
Heading for 96 to seize the bl-h7 diago­

nal. 
, .tg4 "IIb6+ 3 WIll .i.g6 4 "IIbl "IIe6 s 'iilbS 
'iieS 6 lla2 it.e4 

The bishop is installed on a protected 
square. Black has no problems. 

Position 2 
lTimman-V.lkonnikov 
Dieren 2009 

"<II 
Clearing the long diagonal for the 

bishop, where there is no black counterpart. 
1 .• ,tOe7 2 'tit'2 'fie7 3 it.e4! 

In order to soften up Black's kingside. 
3 ... h64 .tb, tileS S tilell 

Heading for b3 to harass the as-bishop. 
S ... "IId7 6 .th7+ "phS 7 .tfS 'iile7 Stilb3 

White has a clear advantage. 

Position 3 
E.Scholl-I.Timman 
Dutch Championship. 
Leeuwarden 1974 

1 ... 1181 
Black prepares 2 ... it.h6 to improve the 

passive bishop. 
2 e3! 

The game continued 2 �1? .i..h6 3lbd3 
'iWC3 4 :de2 iLd2! and White resigned. 

' ... .th6 
After 2 ... bxC3 3 lIa, followed by IlxC3. 

White has fewer problems. 
3 :e2 a4! 

Intending 4 bxa4 J:laS. Black keeps the 
initiative. 

Position 4 
1.Helisten-M.Flores Rios 
Santiago 2007 

1 "IIf'l 
Preparing 2 .i.d4 in order to seize the 

long diagonal. Also interesting is 1 lIi'a3!?, 
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attacking the d6-pawn. 
1 ... �C3 2 lbb21 

The immediate 2 .i.d4?? failed to 
2 ... 'i'xd4! 3 W'xd4 �e2+, while 2 i.b3?! �b5 
isn't convincing either. 
2 ... �a4?1 

Preferable was 2 ... �b5 3 lba4 lba3 4 
lbb6 �xC4 5 lbxC4 1:txc4! 6 ':xc4 iLb5, re­
ducing the material. 
3 >l.d4 11118 4 'ild31 

Planning to attack on the king side. 

4 ... ':c7 S i.b3 .:tacS 6 ':xc7 ':xc7 7 esJ 
White has a dear initiative. 

Position 5 
J.Helisten-B.Sahl 
Arlov 1995 

1 a31 
With the strong plan of b3-b4 and 

�b3(+) to seize the a2-gS diagonal. 
1. •• g6 

This leads to new weaknesses, but after 
1 ..... d7 2 'i'f3!?, followed by 3 b4, Black is 
also under pressure. 
2 .13 lIS 3 b4 >l.b6 4 >l.b3+ o.g7 5 111021 'ild7 
6 'ifC4 

Not bad, but 6 "d2! was even stronger. 
6 ••.• 18 

Or 6 ... 'i'eS 7 'llt'e6! 'i'xe6 S iLxe6, and 9 
iLeS. 
7 111.6 'ilb88 g3 o.h7 9 �g2 

Enabling a future f2-f4, whereas Black is 
completely tied up. There followed 9 ... lba6 
10'it'd7+ 'it'g7 11 'it'cS axb4 12 axb4 iLa7 13 
�C4 lbbS 14 �e6 lba6 15 �gS+! 'it'xgS 16 
'it'xb7+ 'it'g7 17 'it'xa6 with a quick win. 

Position 6 
L.OII-B.Gelfand 
Polanica Zd roj 1998 

1 ... fsl 
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Softening up the hl·aS diagonal for the 
bishop. Obviously 1...d5? 2 eS is less con­
structive. 
2 ;'.e3 'lId7 3 'ild4 >l.16 

Also interesting is 3 ... lbf6!?, stepping up 
the pressure on e4; for example, 4 'it'C2 'iJoh8 
5 '1It'h3?! fxe4! 6 �xe6 exd3 7 lbxfS it'h3! 8 
lbd5 'i'g4! 9 h3 'it'f5 and Black wins - Gel­
fand. 
4 �de2 :lad S l:ad1 g6 6 i.d4 eS 

Even stronger was 6 ... �xf41 7 'llt'xf4 (or 7 
iLxf6 lbxe2) 7 ... e5 S iLxes dxe5 with a clear 
edge. 
7 iLe3 i..g7 8 'xes dxes 9 i..h6 

At this point the simplest was 9 ... J::tdS!, 
attacking the d3-pawn, with a clear advan· 
tage after 10 �g5 ':cS - Gelfand. 

Position 7 
T. V.Petrosia n·V .Smyslov 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1949 

, ... d51 
Sacrificing a pawn to dear the al-ha di· 

agonal for the bishop. 
2 lbxdS 

Preferable was 2 exd5 e4 3 lbxe4 iLxb2 4 
.i.f3 iLxa3 5 ltd3 - Smyslov, although 
Black's bishop pair and outside passed 
pawn should tell in the end. 
2 ... iLxdS 3 exdS l:xc2 4 b3 e4J 

The passed pawn manages to advance 
all the way to e3. 
S g4 e3 6 l:g2 ttd21 7 ':xd2 exd2 8 i.dl 
':xdS 

With a dear advantage. 

Position 8 
S.Brynell-T.Ernst 
Swedish Championship, 
Gothenburg 2004 



Swapping off the knight on eS in order 
to clear the long diagonal towards the black 
king. 
1 ... lLlxd3 2 'Wli'xd3 b4 

Preventing 3 "-C3 and creating the 
threat of 3 ... c4, which White parries with 
his next move. 
3 ::'ae1 '*b6 4 'Wli'e31 

Heading for h6 and preparing to meet 
4 ... C4 by S i.d4!. 
4. •• .:tea 5 Ite2 lLlbl? 

The last chance was S ... eS, when 6 dxe6 
'uxe6 7 �C1, intending .1.dS, leaves White 
clearly better. 
6 'ili'h6 lLldS 7 ::'ee2 

Preparing i.e4 and .1txg6, a plan impos­
sible to stop. 
7 ... 'lie7 

If 7 ... .1tfS, then 8 g4 .1td3 9 ne3 c4 10 
bXc4 oitxc4 11 �.e4! eS 12 dxe6 tOxe6 13 

iLxg6! and wins. 
8 ii.e41 e5 

8 ... ii.fS 9 ii.xfS gxfs 10 'ue6!, heading for 
96. 

9 dxe6 tOxe6 10 �.xg61 �e8 11 iLxf7+ 'i'xf7 
12 ::'e4 tOe7 13 t.xea+ 

In view of the imminent mate, Black re· 
signed. 

Position 9 
O.Janowski-J_R_Capablanca 
New York 1916 

1. .• b41 
Sacrificing a pawn in order to enter with 

the bishop on a4 and c2. Another sensible 
idea is 1 ... 'iW8!?, preparing ... .i.e8·hS. 
2 axb4 

Or 2 iLxb4 ii.a4! (avoiding 2...ii.xb4 3 
axb4 �a4 4 u'al) 3 �.xe7 �xe7 4 u'bCl nb8 
with strong pressure. 
2 ... �a4 3 :a1 

Solutions 

3 ... u'xf4+!? 4 <;pxf4 �gS+, recovering the 
material with a superior position. 
3 ••• ii.e2 4 iLg3 3o:e4+ 5 �2 h5! 6 :a7 

The only way to parry the threat of 
6 ... h4. 

6 ... ii.xg2 7 :xg2 h4 8 ii.xh4 ::'xg2+ 9 Wf3 
nxh2 10 ii.xe7 .:th3+ 11 'itf2 :b3 

Black soon won. 

Position 10 
S.Bjarnason-J.Helisten 
Malm01991 

1 a41 
White prepares 2 �.a3 to activate the 

bishop. 
1 .. .tbe7?1 

1 .... :lxdS 2 axbs .lTi.e6 3 .:la3 :te8 was 
preferable, although White is better any· 
way thanks to his strong bishop pair. 
2 iLa3 :txb1 3 l:.xb1:tea 4 tOe31 

Now the knight becomes awkward on 
0. 

4 ... lZJa8 5 nb5 'i'e16 tOd5 iLxd5 7 exd5 
Intending dS·d6 with a crushing advan· 

tage. 

Position 11 
Y.Neishtadt-A.Kotov 
leningrad 1956 

1 ••• dSI 
To clear the long diagonal for the 

bishop. 
2 exd5?1 

Preferable was 2 ii.cS! dxe4 3 ilt'e2 with 
unclear play. 
2 ... e4 3 'ife2 tOexd5 4 lZJd1 

On 4 �a1? there follows 4 ... tOxC3 5 U,xC3 
tOds and Black wins. 

4 . ..tild1 
With ideas like ... ldeS·d3 and ... ld7b6·a4. 

On 3 11c1 Black might consider Black enjoys excellent attacking prospects. 
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Position 12 
A.Beliavsky-O.Romanishin 
USSR Championship. Tbilisi 1978 

ul.hl 
The bishop is transferred to the long di­

agonal where it will attack Black's queen­
side. 1 �.e2!? followed by �.f3 is similar, 
whereas 1 �b2 l,lac8 2 l;acl l:hd8 is less 
incisive. 
1. •• 1:ac8 2 .ltg2 .ltb4 

Both 2 ... �xe3?! 4 fxe3 lhO 4 .ltxb7 and 
2 ... Ac7 3 lUa4 �b4 4 l:td4!, intending 

4 ... �d6? 5 lhd6! 'ifr'xd6 6 �.a3+, favour 

White. 
3 ttJ�2 I1c1 4 <;WI .tlhc8 S �.b2 bS?1 

Removing the pawn from the bishop's 
sight, but now the queens ide is weakened. 
6 a41 bxa4 7 ':xa4 as 8 .1ta31 

Fighting for the as-pawn. 
8 ... �xa3 9 lha3 ttJcS 10 lOd4 1Oc�4 11 I1xa5 

White later converted his extra pawn 
into victory. 

Position 13 
S.Brynell·J.Helisten 
Malm61998 

1 ... f41 
Sacrificing a pawn to enter with the 

bishop along the bl-h7 diagonal. After 
1 ... nc7 2 lOd3 ':0 3 lOb4 'iib6 4 .:t.bl, fol­
lowed by 5 �d2, White has more chances of 
survival. 
2 .ltxf4 �.f51 3 e6+ 

Or 3 l::tel .ile4, intending 4 ... g 5, as well 
as ...• e6-g4. 
3 .. ,'ifr'a8 4 �xf7 .It�4 S l:!.�1 

After 5 'ifr'gl l:!.hf8! 6 l:h2tiJc6 7 ttJe5 g s  
Black also enjoys a strong initiative. 
S. *g5 6 hxg5 hxg5 7 nX�4 dxe4 

The immediate 7 ... 'iih6!? was strong as 
well. 
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8 tiJxgS '.wh6 9 lOx�4 'i'h3+ 10�f3 """5+ 11 
g4 "IIxl7 

Thanks to the exposed enemy king Black 
is clearly better. 

Position 14 
G.Giorgadze-K.Lerner 
lvov 1990 

ul.d,1 
White prepares �el-g3 in order to im· 

prove the bishop and reinforce the kingside 
defence. 
1 ... \lIb8 

After 1 ... hS 2 �.el h4 (or 2 ... hxg4 3 :ig3! 
'*g7 4 fxg4, followed by ltaf2) 3 Itg2, in­
tending f3-f4, White is dearly better - Gior· 
gadze. Obviously closing the kingside is 
against Black's wishes. 
2 ��1 �a8 3 �b51? 

Increasing the pressure towards the en· 
emy queens ide. Instead, the game contin­
ued 3 llb2 c4 4 11,(2 hS 5 �.a4 hxg4 6 :ig3 
'l'c8 with unclear play, though the simple 3 
.i.g3!? also deserves attention. 
3 .. :'lib6 4 a4 a6 S .ltgll 

Now that 5 ... axbs? 6 axb5+ lOa7 fails to 
7 'i'a4, followed by ltfal, White has seized 
the initiative. 

Position 15 
G.Sigurjonsson-L.Stein 
Reykjavik 1972 

1 ... dS I 
With the mission of clearing the long di· 

agonal for the bishop. 
2 �S d41 

Of course. Any other move permits 2 
.i.d4 virtually burying the bishop on b7. 
3 1ilxd4 

Both 3 exf6 �.xf6 and 3 .ilxd4 f;(.xf3 4 
exf6 i&.xf6 let Black recover the material 



with a clear edge. 
3 ... ·'bg4 4 �gl lbxh21 

A tactical blow. based on a mating motif 
on the h·file. 
S :'el 

If 5 .i.xh2 then S ..... xd4. while S �xh2 
permits S ... .:iLxb4!. threatening mate on h4. 
S ... lbg4 6lb�4 i.xb4! 7 lbgs 

White has to prevent the mate. 
7 .. :lIfdSI 8 tilgf3 'll'xb3 9 tilxb3 .i.dS 

With a sound extra pawn, Black is win· 
ning. 

Position 16 
l.Stein-T.V.Petrosian 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1961 

l a41 
Sacrificing a pawn to seize the a3·f8 di· 

agonal with the bishop. Other moves. such 
as 1 :a1? permit the restrictive 1 ... .:iLa4!. 
1 ... �xa4 

Or 1 ... 0·0 2 lla1 'if'dS 3 Jta3 .:teS 4 .i.d6 
with a clear plus. 
2 l:lal b5 3 i.a3 'i'd7 41:t21 l:.b7 5 l:afl 'l'd8 

Black has managed to cover the f7· 
pawn. but White finds a way to step up the 
pressure. 
6 'IIdll 

With ideas like .liLhS . .. b1·b4 and .i.xe6 
followed by ·l'g4. 
6 ... Ith6 7 i.ell ID17 8 iLxe61 

In view of the decisive 8 ... fxe6 9 'it'g4. 
Black resigned. 

Position 17 
Y.Vilner-P.Romanovsky 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1924 

1 .. ':e61 
Preparing the strong manoeuvre ... .liLtS· 

cS-d4. 
2 11d3 ii.f8 3 l1hdl 

Solutions 

After 3 'i'e3 iLe7 4 Ithd1 'l'fS!. and 
... �cS-d4, Black also accomplishes his plan. 
3 ... .i.es 4 'i'e2 i.d4 5 Wbl e5 

Thanks to his tremendous bishop Black 
is clearly better. Romanovsky later opened a 
new front by ... f7-f6. 

Position 18 
V.Salov-M.Gurevich 
Reggio Emilia 1991/92 

1 b41 
Preparing b4·bS to soften up the long 

diagonal for the bishop on g2. 
1. ••. liLxe4?1 

1 ... lDe4 was preferable. although after 2 
tDxe4 fxe4 3 lbxe6 'if'xe6 4 '*C2 l:feS 5 Jte3 
0,C7 6 .:tfd1 White is better thanks to his 
bishop pair. 
2 b5 exbs 3 lLldxb5 

After 3 iLxb7 b4! Black gets some coun· 
terplay. 
3 ... l!d8 4 *'3 

One more piece into play. 4 0,xd6 *e6 S 
iLa3 0,e8! is less clear. 
4 ... dS S tild61 

Again White prefers activity over mate­
rial. 
5 ... '*e5 6 tDxe4 dxe4 7 '1Ife2lL1e5 

Now the game continued 8 .liLxcS? "tWxcS 
9 l:tbS *d6 and White lost a significant part 
of his advantage. Much stronger was S 
lOa4!. e.g. S ... b6 9 0,xcS bxcS 10 ,*xC4+ with 
a huge advantage - Salov. 

Position 19 
M.Carlsen-A.Beliavsky 
Amsterdam 2006 

l ... .i.xdS I 2 i.xd5 
After 2 exds e4! the bishop on g7 wakes 

up and a passed pawn appears on the e­
file. 
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2 •.. i..f6! 
Intending ... i..dS, ... c7-c6 and ... i..b6(+) in 

order to activate the bishop. 
3 'IIg3 

Or 3 i..gs 'it'dS! 4 i..xf6+ :ctxf6 5 'it'g3 c6, 
when the gl-a7 diagonal becomes useful 
for the queen. 
3 ... (6 4 Jlb3 JldS I s 'lld3 

Obviously the restrictive 5 i..e3?failed to 
s ... lDxe4. 
S ••. Jlb6+ 6 �hl 

6 i..e3 straight away was preferable. 
6 .•. 'IIg41 7 Jl03 

If 7 'it'xd6, then 7 ... tf.f2 S �gl 'it'xg2+! 
with mate. 
7 ... i.xe3 8 'i'xe3 �f4 

With the double idea of 9 ... lDxe4 and 
9 .. ':efS. Black is dearly better - Beliavsky. 

Position 20 
A.Beliavsky-J.Lautier 
Linares 1994 

1 Jllli 
Redirecting the passive bishop to the h3-

cS diagonal where it will complicate Black's 
long castling. 1 i..xf6?! gxf6 2 i..fl is less 
exact due to 2 ... lDd4!, intending 3 i..h3 f5. 
1 ... �4 

On 1 ... lDxg3? there follows 2 :'hS+ iLfS 3 
i..h3 'ii'd6 4 .-el! lOghs 5 f4, destroying the 
black defence, while after L.O-O-O?! 2 iLxf6 

gxf6 3 i..h3 l:IhS 4 .-dl! wdS 5 i..g4 the pin 
will soon take its toll. 
' 141 

The game saw 2 l:IhS+?! i..f8 3 iLh3 'ii'd6 
4 f4 lDxdS and Black eventually saved a 
draw. 
' ... 0813 

After L:dS 3 'it'e3 lOts 4 'ii'd3!, intend­
ing s lDe4, White also enjoys a strong initia, 
tive. 
3 'II., o8xgs 4 IxgS o8gS S llhS �IS 
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Not S ... o-O-O? 6 i..h3 and wins. 

6 Jlh31 '1107 7 tile41 
Intending 'it'hS-h7, as well as S '-g4! fol· 

lowed by 9 lDf6. White has an overwhelm­
ing initiative. 

Position 21 
P.Benko-M.Najdorf 
los Angeles 1963 

1 J:tdhll 
Preparing lDdl-e3-fs. 

1 ... lDg6 2 0.dll ':c8 
Other moves, such as 2 ... bS, can be an· 

swered in the same way, while 2 ... lDf4 3 
l:Ih7 followed by tbe3-f5 doesn't help Black 
either. 
3 lDe3 ':c7 

If 3 ... lDe7 covering f5, then 4 :th5 f6 5 
.-dl! followed by 'it'fl-h3. 
4 08IS illS S 'IIdl 

Another way to victory was 5 l:h7 f6 6 
'::xg7+! �xg7 7 lDh6+ ..thS S lDf7+ etc. 
5 .•. f6 6 f4! 

A decisive sacrifice. 
6 ... exf4 7 'i'hS lDe5 8 'l'h7+ 

In view of 8. . .'�f"7 9 "xg7+ weS 10 
'l'xfS+! ..txfS 11 l:IhS+, Black resigned. 

Position 22 
I.Morovic Fernandez-I.Rogers 
Spanish Team Championship 1994 

1 ... o8d71 
Intending 2 ... lDe5 followed by ... It:ld3(+) 

or ... �f3(+). 1 ... lbc4?! with the same idea is 
less precise due to 2 lDf6+!. 
, 'IIg3 Jld6 

Before continuing his plan Black makes 
a few prophylactic moves in order to neu­
tralize White's lDf6+ idea. 
3 .g2 <;t>h8 4 �e2 

Or 4 lDg3 .1xg3!, followed by ... lDe5. 



4 . ..Iil.S S 'ild4 il.b4 
Thus Black avoids a fork on fS before 

completing the knight manoeuvre. 
6 �C3 .:iiXC3+ 7 bXc3 �d3+ 8 <oWl "'5 

With better placed pieces and a strong 
passed pawn, Black has a clear! advantage. 

Position 23 
B.Spassky-J.H.Donner 
Santa Monica 1966 

1 lOgS! 
By attacking the h7-pawn, the knight 

gets to d6 with tempo. 
1 ... h6 

On 1 ... lDfS or 1...96 there follows the 
same thing. 
2 �4 'it'C7 

After 2 ... ltJxes? 3 �6 White wins a 
piece. 
3 'ild6 11d8 4 l1dl 1Ib6 S llhd4 

Thanks to his powerful knight on d6 
White is clearly better. The game concluded 
5 ... AfB 6 'ii;>hl "(5 7 f4 lbb6 8 iDe4 'i'a3 9 
"94' (initiating a final attack) 9 ... bxC4 10 
li:Jf6+ 'ot>h8 11 l:I.d8 l1e7 12 "'96' gxf6 13 
tt'xf6+ and Black resigned in view of 

13 .. .'>YgB 14 :xf8+ 'i'xf8 lS l:dS. 

Position 24 
V.Guerra-J.Helisten 
Mondariz 2001 

1. .• eSI 
Creating a protected square for the 

knight on d4. 
2 .:iig2 "'a8 3 �e3 

Or 3 J:d2 tl)d4 4lZ:Jxd4?! exd4 5 'i'd3 fS 6 
.:tel J:de8 with a clear edge. 

3 ... 'ild44 'ildS il.xdS 
Swapping the strong enemy knight. Un· 

fortunately for White, he can't do the same 
thing. 

Solutions 

s exds as! 6f4f6 7 fS1 
Burying the bishop. 7 h4 intending .:iih3 

was preferable. 
7 .•. a4 8 .:iifi axb3 9 axb3 "a3 10 .D.bbi J:a8 

Intending ... �4 and ... J:a2 with a clear 
advantage thanks to the powerful knight 
on d4. 

Position 25 
A.Raetsky-M.Gurevich 
Fourmies 1997 

1 . .  Jot8! 
Heading for g6-f4(h4) in order to exploit 

White's kingside weaknesses. 
2 1113 

Or 2 lbe4 lU:I6 3 "'e3 tl)f4+ 4 '>tJh2 fSI 
with a strong initiative - Gurevich. 
2 ... 'ilg6 3 0.11 lS i 

Clearing the f-file for an attack and pre­
venting tl)d2-e4. Less clear is 3 ... iLgs 4 �e4! 
or 3 ... tbf4 4 :0 J:xd4 5 'i'xb7 J:e8 6 J:e3 -
Gurevich. 
4 'ilb3 

Obviously, 4 gxfs invites 4. . ..:.fB. 
4 .. ':f8 S ::'e2 �f4 6 .$Lei ..-xh3+ 7 "'xh3 
�xh3 

Black later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 26 
M.Matlak-M.Marin 
Odorheiu Secuiesc 1995 

1 ... tDe71 
With the strong plan ... tbgB-f6-e4. Less 

accurate is 1...lDbB?! intending ... lDd7-f6-e4 
due to 2 tDe3! followed by 'i'C2, with pres­
sure against fS. 
2 iLe2 

Preparing a similar plan with lOcS-d3-
eS. If instead 2 lDe3 interfering with the 
enemy manoeuvre, then Black could adjust 
his plans by 2 ... b6!? preparing ... c7-cS. 
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2 ... �g8 3 �cs �f6 4 �d3 �e4 5 'W'e3 hS! 
Preparing a kingside attacK. 

6 1ilo5 'Iil'h6 7 -,<d3 Jl .• 6 8 111fl C51 
Now that the white king is approaching 

the centre. Black amplifies his attack with a 
definite initiative. At this point 8 dXc5 is 
well met by 8 ... �xes 9 fxes 'ilJ'xe3 10 ':xe3 
lDxg3+!, intending 11 :Xg3 f4. 

Position 27 
V.Korchnoi-J.Piket 
Match (game 3), Nijmegen 1993 

l�ell 
Redirecting the knight to the blockading 

square d3, and clearing the long diagonal for 
the bishop. l.i.h3 I:.dS is less convincing. 
1 ... 1td<7 , 'ild3 b6 

Parrying the threat of 3&5. 
3 -'<h3 'Wb3 

Or 3 ... 'ifrlS 4ltfcl and Black runs out of 
sensible moves. 
4 Iefcl .. dS 5 ':c7 

Not 5 i.xf5? .I:tes!, but 5 iLg2 'il'e6 6 iLf3 
again left Black in a kind of zugzwang -
Piket. 

5 ..• -'<g51 
The last chance was S .. ':xC7 6 AXC7 l:.e7. 

Now White wins a pawn. 
6 f41 :'xC7 7 ':xc7 JiLd8 8 ':xa7 

With a decisive advantage. 

Position 28 
J.Nogueiras Santiago-M.Sisniega 
Novi Sad Olympiad 1990 

1 ... e41 
Creating a protected square on f3 that 

can be exploited by the knight after the 
swap of bishops. 1 ... '::'xd6? is less convincing 
due to 2 'il'xc6 :'xcG 3 tLlxC5. 
2 iLxg7 �xg7 3 -.d2 

White has to take care of his d6·pawn. 
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3 ... �esl 
Initiating favourable complications. 

4 :xcS :'exd6 5 Iexc6 :xd2 6 :'xd2 l:txd2 7 
:xa6�f3+ 

In this desperate position. White reo 

signed. There could follow 8 'itfl tLlxh2+ g 
'ifr'el ':g2. intending ... li:)xg4 and the march 
of the h-pawn. 

Position 29 
R.l.Fischer-O.Gadia 
Mar del Plata 1960 

1 JiLxf61 iLxf6 2 iLdS! 
Swapping the defenders of the dS' 

square in order to install the knight there. 
Less convincing is 2 !DdS?! .Q.xd5 3 iLxdS 
Aac8 followed by ... ':&'f6·gS. 
2 ... ':ac8 3 iLxc6 :xc6 4 ltadl :fc811 

A better way of exploiting the c·file was 
4 ..... Wc5. intending 5 lbd5?! 'ilr'xc2. White 
should prefer 5 1i'g3 'ifr'h8 G l:td2!, followed 
by 7liJdS, keeping all his positional assets. 
5 tLldS! .-d8 6 c3 

The knight dominates the whole board 
and Black is left without counterplay. 
6 ... iLe7 7 l:iall 

Preparing a2-a4 to soften up the black 
queenside. Also interesting was 7 fG!? iLxf6 
8 'Dxf6+ gxf6 g 'irh3!, followed by l:d3·g3 
with a strong attack. 
7 •.. f6 8 a4 :b81 

This loses outright, but Black had a hard 
time anyway. 
9 �xe7+! 

In view of g ... the7 10 'ifd5+, Black reo 
signed. 

Position 30 
M.O'Cinneide-A.Baburin 
Dublin 1995 

1.Jild71 



Heading for the weak square on d3. 
••• 

If 2 f4?!, preventing Black's plan, then af-
ter 2 . ..tiJf6! the knight finds an excellent 
destiny on e4. Also after 2 b4 .ttac8 White is 
under some slight pressure. 
2 ... lLle5 ) 'i'e2 e41 

Fixing d3 as a protected square and fa­
cilitating the future advance of the queen­
side pawn majority. 
4 �e) b5 51:.td1 a6 6 .td4 tDd) 7 'it'e) 1:.aeS 
S lld. 

Of course 8 .txg7? fails to 8 ... 'i'cs+. 
S ... f6 9 l:tad1 '1lie6 

Position 32 
A.Denker-V.Smyslov 

Solutions 

USSR·USA match. Moscow 1946 

l ... lLleS t 
Heading for the blocking square on d6. 

Equally strong is 1...'i'C71?, preparing ... ltk8-
d6 . 
• hS illS 3 III. 1117 • h6 g6 S IIbf1 1if07 6 
fig' 'Od6 

Now the knight isn't just blocking the d­
pawn, it also attacks the weaknesses on c4 
ande4. 
7 .e6 

Thanh to his strong knight Black is bet- Or 7 �C1 ltdf8! (not 7.,.tbxC4 8 'tIfe6! 
ter. with counterplay), when both 8 'ij'e6? .'tJxe4 

Position 31 
E.Bareev-V.Salov 
Linares 1992 

1 liJd21 
Redirecting the knight to as where it 

will eye the c6-pawn and help White to 
fight for the open a-file, 
1 ... .i.g6 2 lLlb) 'i'dS ) .'tJa5 'i'e7 4 l:ta)I '::'a6 5 
1:.dal neaS 6 'i'e11 

In order to open a second front with h2-
h4. 
6 .. .16 713 'Og7 S .icg •• s 

If 8, . .fs then 9 h4, whereas other moves 
permit the central thrust 9 e4. 
9 dxes tLlxe5 

Or 9 ... fxes 10 h4 ttJe6 11 hxgs hxgs 12 
.iih3! with a dear edge - Bareev. 
10 f41 lLlf7 

At this point the game went 11 .iiC3 
lIe81 12 .i.xf6 gxf4 with complications. 11 
1!t'b21? seems stronger; for example, 
11 ... Ue8 12 'Wxf6lte6 13 'Wd4 ':xe2 14.:i:.C3 
with heavy pressure along the al·h8 diago­
nal. 

and 8 'tIfe2 .d7 are troublesome for White. 
7 .. .lbxe4 S 'it'xb6 f51 

Instead of grabbing the exchange, Black 
launches a counterattacK. 
9 llb. 

After 9 Uf3 J:ldf8 nothing can stop ... fS-
14. 
9 .. ,f4 10 .e6 

Or 10 gxf4 'ii'h4+ and the bishop is soon 
captured with check. 
10 ... fxe) 

Winning a piece, and soon the game. 

Position 33 
E.Gelier-M.Najdorf 
Candidates Tournament, Zurich 1953 

1 tDa51 
Heading for c4-e3-ds in order to exploit 

the key square dS. Only this route works, 
since on 1 lLld2?! Black has 1 ... 'tIfc6! 2 lDc4 
dS! with counterplay, when the es-pawn is 
immune due to the pin along the h2-b8 
diagonal. 1 lLldS? lDxdS 2 exds would be a 
strategical error, since the ds-square could 
no longer be used by the pieces. 
1 .• .l:eS 

375 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

Now that ... d6-d5 can no longer be ar­
ranged, it is difficult for Black to find an 
active plan. 
2lLlc4 'ilt'c6 3lLle3 as 4 :C4 

There is no hurry to occupy d5. Geller 
first reinforces his queens ide. 
4 .. :ifa6 S b3 .f;(.b6 6 1:I.xc8+ ..-xc8 7 lLledS 
8xd5 Blbxd5 

Thanks to his great knight, White has a 
clear advantage. 

Position 34 
WI.Schmidt-J.Dorfman 
Polanica Zd roj 1978 

l_.�bOI 
Preparing the exchange of the main de­

fender of the e4-square, the knight on 0. 

2 'IIIho 
Or 2 a3 .�.xc3 3 .JiLxC3 lLle4 4 .f;(.xe4 'i'xe4 

with a clear edge. 
2 •.• lilnJ 3 "-gs 

Thanks to his previous move, Black was 
ready to meet 3 .i.xh5? with 3 ... lLlf5 4 'i'g5 
�xC3 5 iixc3 lDe4, winning - Dotfman. 
3 ... 815 

From here the knight can join the battle 
for the e4-square via d6 or even g3. 
4 a3 .i!.xc3 S .f;(.xC3 g6 6 .i!.b4 8e4 7 'itf4 

lLlfg3J 8 tt'es Wd7 9 �xc8 
In view of 9 'ii'f4? g5, White has to hand 

over the c-file. 

9 .. .1:xc8 10 �xe4 lLlxe4 11 Ufl 'ii'e6J 12 
'i'xe6 fxe6 

Intending Ila with an overwhelming 
advantage. 

Position 35 
G.Timoscenko-J.Laengl 
Seefeld 2003 

18bl1 
Heading for the protected square on e5. 
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1 ... lIg1 2 8d2 �11 3ltdol 
White methodically improves his posi­

tion, waiting with lLlf3-e5 until the f4-pawn 
is safe. and a pin with .i.h5 no longer exists. 
3 .. .I;)g6 0 '11112 whB 5 .,h21 

Preparing g2-g3 to secure the f4-pawn. 

5 .. .lIagB 6 g3 h6 111g11 
The immediate 7 tbf3? permits 7 ... ttJxf4! 

S gxf4 'iit'xf4+ 9 �h1 .:%g3 with counterplay. 
1 ... 8IB BIil13 8d191ile5 816 

A lesser evil was 9 ... lLlxe5 10 ::Xes with a 
clear, though not yet decisive advantage for 
White. 
10g41 

With the centre dominated by his strong 
knight, White launches a kingside attack. 
10 ... fxg4 11 'ilt'h4! g3+ 11 1:txg3 

The rook is immune due to mate. 
12 .. .tZi1S 13 l:.xg71hg7 14 iLe21 

White wins the h6-pawn with a decisive 
advantage. 

36. S.Krasnov-K.Vinogradov 
St. Petersburg 1962 

1 ... lild11 

Heading for fS-g6-h4 with kingside pres­
sure. Besides, on g6 the knight will be use­
ful in eyeing the f4-pawn. 
lwhl 

Also after 2 �h2 lLlf8 3 i.h1 ttJg6 Black's 
game is easier; e.g. 4 c5 b6! 5 b4 bXc5 6 
bXC5 �a6 7 1:1.f2 �d3 etc. 
2 ... IilIB 311121ilg6 0 'IIId2 .bdO 

Also interesting is 4 .. :�4!? 5 ':::g1 iid7 
followed by .. .'''h8 and ... 1:I.gS. 

5 'IIIxdo '11116 6 '111031 
leaving the king under a cloud. Prefer­

able was 6 'i'xf61:1.xf6 71L1d1 heading for e3. 

6_.whB 1 .tIl �d7 B ;\.02l1g1 
Now Black has an automatic attack. 

There followed 9 ':::g1 .:::tag8 10 ."f1 <t:lh4 11 
':xg7 'ii'xg7 12 ::tc2 .�.eS! 13 �b5 .i.h5 14 



'itd4 .iLf3+ 15 �h2 .iLd1! 16 l:C3 ttJf3+ 17 
':xf3 exf3 and Black won. 

Position 37 
I.Glek-Z.Kozul 
European Championship, 
Istanbul 2003 

l.iLg4! 
Exchanging the bishops in preparation 

for tDe3-fs. The immediate 1 ttJe3?1 permits 
1 ... 'i'xe4, while 1 f3?! fS! lets Black free him­
self from the fS weakness. 
1 .. . i.xg4 

Now L.fS? drops a pawn after 2 exfs 
.iLxfS 3 .iLxfS l:.xfS 4 ':xd6!, while 1 ... l:adS 2 
idS!? .iLxfS 3 exfs, preparing lfJe3-ds(g4), 
also favours White. 
2 hxg41Uc8 3 lOU! �f8 

Both 3 ... ttJxe4? 4 tUfs and 3 ... 'iIt'xe4? 4 
'i'xe4 tUxe4 5 ..'DdS fail tactically for Black. 
4�fS:c6 S lidS 

Preparing %ted1. with a pleasant advan­
tage thanks to the opponent's light square 
weaknesses. 

Position 38 
A.Beliavsky-V.Nevednichy 
Paks 2004 

1 C5! 

Creating a protected square on d6, 
which can be exploited by the knight via 
d2-C4-d6, or even by the rook. 
1 ... ..'Dc7 

The desired 1 .. .fS permits 2 exfs gxfs 3 
l:I.d6! with strong pressure; e.g. 3 .. .f4 4 
ii.d3+L intending 4 ... �hS? 5 iLg6. 
2 �d21 �f4 3 �fl "1107 4 �C4 �f06 S b4 

The immediate 5 tUd6 promises less due 
to S ... l:dS 6 i..c4 ..'DeS!, swapping the strong 
knight. 

5 ••. a611 

Solutions 

After s ... lOd4? 6 lOxes White wins a 
pawn. but S .. .fS 6 exfs gxfs 7 lOd6 e4 was a 
more active try. 
61ila4�bS? 

After 6 .. ltbS 7 li:"lab6 lOf4 SlOxcS ':fxcS 9 

lUd6 White is also better, but at least mate­
rial remains even. 
7 �ab6l1bB B �d61 

Now that S ... lOxd6? loses to 9 cxd6 fol­
lowed by 10 d7, Black has to give up the 
exchange. The game continued S ... lObd4 9 
lObxcS l:.bxcS 10 lOxcS AxcS 11 l:.b1 and 
White won without any problems. 

Position 39 
C.Lutz-A. Yusupov 
Tilburg 1993 

1 ... �dBI 
Redirecting the idle knight to h6, where 

it will be helpful in exploiting in the com­
plex of weak squares on g4, fS and e4. 
2 l:.eellLlBf7 3lOh2 

Preferable was 3 lUfl. followed bylU1h2 
- vusupov, although I fail to see any big 
difference after 3 ... lOh6 4 lU1h2 i..fS! just 
like he played in the game. One major prob­
lem for White is the lack of good squares for 
his knights. 

3 ... �h6 4�gfl �fSI 
Challenging the main defender of the 

e4-square. 

5 i.e2 
After 5 �xfS lUhxfS. followed by ... tDe4+, 

White also has a hard time. 
5 ... lOe4+ 6 �gl g5!? 

After seizing the centre Black starts a 
flank attack. 
7 g4? 

A tactical oversight. White had to accept 
long-term inferiority after 7 fxgs fxgs S 
hxgs lLlxgS. 

7 ... gxf4! 8 gxf5 ':g7+ 
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Now that 9 ... h1 runs into 9 ... llJf2 mate, 
Black wins material, and soon the game as 
well. 

Position 40 
R.Vaganian-V.Akopian 
FIDE World Championship. 
Groningen 1997 

1Q)b1! 
Preparing llJd2-b3 in order to seize the 

protected square on c5. This is the best way 
to do it, since the temporary attack on the 
c6-pawn limits Black's replies. In contrast, 1 

iLb1?! preparing llJe4-c5, fails to 1 ... C5!, 
while 1 ttJd.2 allows 1...a51? 2 llJxb5 (or 2 
llJb3?! a4) 2 ... ·'lJxe5 3 dxe5 cxb5 with ap­
proximate equality. 
1 ... l:.dcS 2l2lbd2 as 

The desired 2 ... nabS 3 ldb3 C5? falls to 4 

iLxb7 Itxb7 5 ldxC5 lilxC5 6 b4!, winning a 
pawn - Akopian. 
3llJb3 a4 4lDc5 lDxC5 5 ':xc5 

By recapturing this way White keeps the 
c5-square under control and facilitates the 
attack on the c6-pawn. 

5 ... i.fS 6l:ec1 'i'dll115C2 
Thanks to his superior pawn structure, 

White keeps a slight edge. 

Position 41 
S.Kristjansson-I.Sokolov 
European Club Cup, Kemer 2007 

1 ifd21 
Preparing llael to seize the open file. 1 

J:e1?! is less logical since that rook is al­
ready well placed at fl. 
1 ... b5 2 %l.ae1 'it'd6 3 tees c5 4lbxg6+ hxg6 5 
iff2 

Perhaps the 5 J:e5!? at once was 
stronger. 
5 ... C4 6 i.d1 85 111e5! 

3 78 

Exploiting the protected square in order 
to double rooks. 
1 ... l:el S ':fe1l:xe5?J 

S ... :l.feS was better, disputing the open 
file. 
9l:xe5 'it'h6 10 'it'e3! 

With the threat of 11 J:eS. Thanks to his 
control of the open file White is clearly bet­
ter. 

Position 42 
G.levenfish-G.lisitsin 
Moscow 1935 

1l:c6! 
By exploiting a simple tactical detail 

White manages to seize the c-file. 1 b5? 
lDC5 was less appropriate. 
1 .. Jbc6 

After 1...ti)bS 2 AxcS+ 'i'xcS 3 J:c1 White 
is also much better. 
2 dxc6 'iIf'e6 

Or 2 ... 'i'xc6? 3 b5, the tactical justifica­
tion of 1 nc6. 
3 'it'C3 

Thanks to his strong passed pawn White 
is clearly better. 

Position 43 
V.Menchik-J.R.Capablanca 
Hastings 1930/31 

L .. l!d71 
Preparing the doubling of rooks on the 

d-file. 
21:tdll1fd8 3 .IId2 

3 iLg5? loses outright to 3 ... �xg5 4 
lDxg5 lDf4, while after 3 iLe3 'i'a4! Black 
keeps a clear plus. 
3 ... b5! 

Intending .. .lbb6-c4(a4) in order to im­
prove the knight. 
4 *11lDb6 5 i.f4 h6 6 J:::txd7 lhd7 7 l:.d1? 



Now the black queen manages to enter 
the enemy camp. The prophylactic 7 b3 was 
better. 
7 ... :txdl+ 8 "'xdl '1I6'e4J 9 .ig3 

If 9 iLe3 or 9 iLd2, then 9 ... ltJc4, forking 
the b2 and e5 pawns. 
9 ... We4+ 10"'e2 'it'xe2+ 11 �xe2 lLla4! 

Winning a pawn with a decisive advan­
tage. 

Position 44 
E.Gelier-V.Simagin 
USSR Championship. Moscow 19S1 

1 �a6! 
Weakening Black's control of the open c­

file. 
1 ... il.xa6 2 iWxa6 lbel 

A sad necessity, but only thus can Black 
defend the a7-pawn. 
3 ':xel 'i'a8 4 jLd61 11d8 S eS 

After improving his bishop White se­
cures it, and the pawn as well. 
S'H�g7 6 :e71 .e4 7 liJd2 

Of course not 7 :xd7?? 'it'bl+ and Black 
wins material. But 7 i.e7!? was interesting 
as well. 
7 .. :iWel+ slDfl lDf8 9 "'xa7 

White has gained a pawn and there is a 
second one coming up on f7. He soon won 
the game. 

Position 45 
M. Taimanov-G.lisitsin 
Leningrad 1949 

1 l:ta3! 
Preparing to triple the major pieces on 

the c-file. 
1 ... l:te7 2 ':e3 '1I6'e7 

Solutions 

A good exchange to facilitate an attack 
on the b7-pawn. 
3 ... jLxf1 4 �xfl :tbe8 S 'ilt'b3 tl:le8? 

This leads to material losses, as does 
5 ... lDe4 6 liJxe4 fxe4 7 ·W"xb7!. Black should 
have tried 5 ... lbg4, challenging the strong 
knight on e5. 
6 lLlxb7! lbb7 7 "'xb71 'ii'xb7 8 llxe8 <;Pt8 9 
ltbSI 'iI'e7 

Equally painful is 9 ... 'i'xbB 10 lDd7+ or 
9 ... 'i'a7 10 l:ccB lLlac7 11 1Dc6. 
10 llxa8 

With the inevitable threat of 11 l:CcB. 
White soon won. 

Position 46 
M.Vukic-M.Suba 
Vinkovci 1977 

1 ... .i!.h61 
Disputing the open file. 

2 tte4lLle3 3 l1eel lD7dS 4 J:xe8? 
This doesn't help White, but it was diffi­

cult for him to find a constructive move. 
4 ... ttxe8 S 'itf2 

The desired 5 ':cl? fails to 5 .. .t�4+. 
S .. .ti:lfS 6 J:te2 .*.e31 7 'lWe1 'ifbS 

Now Black's pieces are very active. 
S Iild, 'il'd3 91ilf1 

If 9 tbc4, then 9 ... fZ:lxg3! 10 .i:txe3 lDxe3 
l1 lDxe3 'i'xe3! 12 'ili'xg3 ttc2+ and wins -
Suba. 

9 ... tte21 10 llg2 

Or 10 AXC2 'IIbC2+ 11 !;>hl 'i'e4+! with 
similar consequences. 
10 ... ':xg2+ 11 �xg2 .e4+J 

In view of 12 'iPh2 .*-gl+. White resigned. 

Position 4 7 
V.Potkin-Y .Kolotilin 

The natural 2 .. .nbcB? fails to 3 tbxb7! Russian Team Championship 2003 
:XC3 4 bxC3. 
3 ..iiLfll 1 :e31 
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Intending J:h3 with attacking prospects, 
as well as J:d3 to increase the pressure to­
wardsd6. 
1... '1le7 2 I1h3lilgS 

By a sensible knight manoeuvre Black 
managed to parry the 'ifh6+ threat, as well 
as any sacrifice with �f5+. However, the 
knight is now passive on g8. 
3 J:g3 li1hS 0 b3 J:bdS S lld3! 

White reverts to his main target, the d6-
pawn, now that the black knight is longer 
defending it. 
s ... 'li'b6 6 h3 ';;g7 

Perhaps 6 ... �7 was more tenacious; 
e.g. 7 'ii'f4 �g7 8 J:f3 lDg8. In the game 
White simply wins a pawn. 
7 <1k2 dS 8 lbe3! 

Before taking the pawn Potkin improves 
his knight. 
S ... lLIe7 9 lbg4 lbgS 10 exds cxdS 11 lLIxdS 
SitxdS 12 l:txdS ':xdS 13 'W'xdS hS 14lL1e3 

With a sound extra pawn and safer king, 
White is practically winning. 

Position 48 
B.Avrukh-G.Sargissian 
German league 2007 

111d6! 
Exploiting the entry square at d6 in or­

der to seize the open file. 
1...;tdo 

Or 1...e5 2 'ii'd2 a5 3 Itdl with strong 
pressure. 
2 eS Itxd6 3 exd6 

Not 3 exd6? lU6 with unclear play -
Avrukh. 
3 ... 'lrIS O WeO! ;tb6 S \Ph2!? 

The simple S 'it'xb4 was also strong. In 
the game White prepares a ldngside attack. 
S ... Wh6 6 1311l'03 

Practically the only move to resist the at­
tack. 
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7 'li'xe3 .iLxe3 S hg4 eS 9 gsl 
Intending i.xh 5 with a favourable end­

game. 

Position 49 
G.Gamrekeil-T.V.Petrosian 
Georgian Championship, Tbilisi 1944 

1 .. ':a61 
Preparing 2..Aga8 in order to double 

rooks before clearing the a-file with 
... a5xb4. In contrast. after 1 ... axb4?! 2 axb4 
tIa6 3 lbC3 White seizes that file with good 
chances for a draw. 
2 ';;12 11gaS 3 lilgl bS 

Another good option was 3 ... axb4 4 axb4 
lbb3 (not 4 ... bS?! S lb(3) 5 tIbllbbc5! 6 bxcS 
lbxc5, winning a pawn. 
4lLle3 

After 4 lbC5 J:l6a71 a white pawn soon 
falls on the queens ide. In the game Black 
unleashes a little combination that also 
gains a pawn. 
4 ... lLlb31 S l:::tb1 axb4 6lLixbS 

Or 6 tIxb3 bXC3 7 ':xc3 b4 and wins. 
6 ... exbs 7 .:I.xb3 llxa3 8 l:tbxa3 bxa3 9 lbe2 
lilcS 

With an easy win. 

Position 50 
P.Hoeksema-E.Van den Doel 
leeuwarden 1994 

1 Site71 
Temporarily blocking the c-file to enable 

the doubling of rooks. 
1 ... eS 2 ne31 gs 

After 2...exd4 3 exd4 J:he8 4 llacl Black 
is also suffering. 
3 .:I.ae1 g4 4 fxg4 hxg4 5 lbg2 .iLe4 6 lbh4 
.:I.egS 7 .iLxb81 

Simplest. in order to seize the seventh 
rank. 



7 .. .loxbS S Ae7+ o:;S>e6 gl:lb7 
Preparing l%cC7 and hitting the b6-

pawn. White has a decisive advantage. 

Position 51 
J.Timman-F.Vallejo Pons 
European Championship, 
Budva 2009 

1:a3! 
Heading for d3 in order to fight for the 

d-file. Besides which, the rook can also be 
used in a ldngside attack. 
l . .  . l!dS 2 l%ad3 

The tempting 2 :1g3? failed to 2 ... li:lxes! 
on the theme of a back rank mate. 
2_. :b8 

Connecting the rooks with 2 ... W'C7? loses 
to 3 1bd7!, while 2 ... bS 3 lbd6 .Ji.xd6 4 11xd6 
is also bad for Black. 
3 11'g41s 

After 3 .. .'�f8? 4 1I.g3 White is winning. 
4 exf6lOxf6 5 AxdS+ iLxd8 6 -'g6 

With ideas like iLxh6 and "Des, White 
keeps a dear advantage. 

Position 52 
B.Gelfand-M.Adams 
Candidates match (game 4). 
Wijk aan Zee 1994 

1 l%e21 
In order to double the rooks on the e-file, 

where Black has a problem with the unsta­
ble bishop on e6, as well as with the e6-
square itself. 
1. •• i. f6 2 l:t.de1 iLe8 

After 2 ... .i.g8? 3 "DbSI 'W'd7 4 i..xfS White 
wins a pawn. 
3 i.e4! 

Black's previous move left this diagonal 
unattended. 

3 ... tLlxC3 

Solutions 

3 ... "Db6? failed to 4 lbbS 'W'd7 S .Ji.e6, 
while after 3 ... "Df4 4 i..xf4 'i'xf4 S tUdS ttd6 
6 tLlxf6 ,,'xf6 7 dS White is dearly on top -
Gelfand. 
4 bxe3 h6 5 a4 b6 6 h4! lOas 7 i.a2 eS S 

lOgS! 
An excellent strike, based on the line 

8 ... hxgS? 9 hxgs cxd4 10 ttd3! with a win­
ning attack. After 8 �S! White enjoys a 
dear initiative and later won the game. 

Position 53 
E.Hedman-E.Berg 
Norrk6ping 2004 

1 e4! 
Clearing the e-file for the rook, in order 

to enhance an attack on Black's weakened 
kingside. 
1 ... lDa6 

Black is urged to speed up his develop­
ment. If 1...fxe4 2 lOxe4 dS, then 3 lOgS!, 
followed by �.h3 with a strong attack. 
2 exfs 1If'xfS 3 exd6lbes 4 ':e1! 

Simple and strong. Now the rook can· 
trols a lot of important squares. 
4 ... tLlxd6 

This won't turn out well, but after 4 ... gS 
S 'irhS! lbxd6 6 iLh3 Black is also in trouble. 
S .i.xd6 .i:.fS 6 ':es! :'xd6 7 'ii'e2 

White wins material. 
7 .. :l-'f6 8 l%xes .u.e6 9 lOe4! l:t.xe4 10 'ii'xe4 

i.xes 11 'ii'e4+ 
Black resigned. 

Position 54 
J.Woda-A.Sznapik 
Polish Championship. Siupsk 1989 

1 ... i.d2! 
Blocking the d-file as a preparation for 

the doubling of rooks. 
2 13 
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Or 2 liJb1 liJe4! 3 �h2 l:.d7 with similar 
play. At this point 4 f3? fails to 4 ... .i.e3+. 
2 ... lId1 3 1I.12 11ad8 • b3 b6 S lilb l  bSI 

Creating an outside passed pawn. 
6 axbs exbs 7 tDa3 l:bS S �.el Iiib4! 9 :tal 

After 9 .i.xb4 axb4 10liJb1 na8, followed 
by ... na2, White is under pressure. 
9 ... iLxel 10 l:lfxel l:d2 

Seizing the seventh rank with a dear ini­
tiative. 

Position 55 
L.Vogt-J.Franzen 
Stary Smokovec 1979 

1 :al1 
Preparing a2-a4 in order to dear the a· 

file forthe white pieces. 
1 .• . fS 

Preventing liJc3-e4. Both 1 ... liJb6? 2 i&.e3 
and 1 ... itg5? 2 �xgs hxgS 3 liJe4 lose mate· 
rial, while after 1 ... J:5C7!? 2 a4 lDcS 3 :eb1 
.i.gs 4 �e1, followed by .i.fl, White keeps 

the initiative on the queenside. 
2 a41 Iiigs 3 iLxgs hxgs 4 axbs axbs 5 :'a61 
l:txe3 6 rtxd6 :el 

After 6 .. lI8c7 7 nc6!? the strong passed 
pawn speaks in White's favour. 
7 <;ttl l:lxel+ S q"xel lDes 9 11e61 :txc6 10 
dxc6lDa6 11 iLdSI 

Restricting Black's kingside pieces. Now 
11 ... llJc7 runs into 12 il.f7! - Vogt. 
l1 .. ,lDeS 12 gds gxts 13lOdS 

White later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 56 
J.R.Capablanca-A.Alekhine 
st. Petersburg exhibition 1913 

1 trasl 
By attacking the bishop White gets 

ready for 2 trn, seizing the seventh rank. 1 
:cS a6 2 nec1 liJe7 is less promising, as 3 
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lIC7?! fails to 3 ... il.c6. 
1 ... a6?1 

1 .. :i'a6 2 'i!fxa6 iLxa6 3 :C7 h6 was pref­
erable. White has still managed to seize the 
seventh rank, but he doesn't win a pawn as 
in the game. 
2 tre71 'ilfxe7 3 11xe7 h6 

In order to parry the threat of 4 lDgs, 
Black has to give up a pawn. 
4 l:txb7l:tac8 5 b3l1e2 6 a4 il.e2 7 lOh41 

With the threat 8 liJhxg6, while 7 ... Tf6 
fails to 8 liJd7+. White soon won. 

Position 57 
D.Sharma-V.Baklan 
Balaguer 2006 

1 ... l:la61 
Intending 2 ... lDe4, followed by 3 ... l:h6, 

with a kingside attack. 1 ... Ue6?! is less accu­
rate due to 2 lOgS. 
2 :C1 

Or 2 liJes liJe4! 3 lOxe4 dxe4, followed by 
... J:r.a6-h6, just like in the game. 
2 ... lbe4 3 lDxe4 dxe4 4 .!tJeS l1h6 5 trb3 

In order to meet 5 ... 'iIt'h4 by 6 'ir'g3. 
s ... iLe6 6 'ilfe3 t6 7 lDC4 'iil'dsl 

Heading for hS. 
S l:tc3?1 

Exposing the major pieces to a fork. 8 
liJd2!? intending :ct:fd1 and lOfl, seems 
preferable; e.g. 8 ... 'iIt'hS 9 h3 'iWg6 10 'it'h2 
with chances to defend. 
S .. ,tt'le6 9 :dl ·ithS 10 h3 tt'le71 

With the double idea of 11 ... lDdS and 

IilIS-M. 
11 'iil'd2 e31 12 trxe3? 

The last chance was 12 liJxe3 i&.xh3 13 
il.f3, when 13 .. :i'g6+ followed by ... liJfS-h4 
keeps a strong attack. 
12 ... tt'ldS 0-1 

In view of 13 ii.xdS .i.xdS with the dou· 
ble threat of 14 ... l:txe3 and 14 ... .l:.g6+. 



Position 58 
V.Kramnik·G.Hertneck 
German League 1995 

l :gl! 
Intending g2-g3 in order to clear the g. 

file towards the target on g7, 
1 .. . :tcf87! 

1.. .. �fS 2 g3 fxg3+ 3 .uxg3 :cgS was 
preferable, securing the g·pawn, although 
after 4 iI:.e2!, preparing ncg1 as well as 
lOd2·e4, White remains clearly on top -
Kramnik, 
2 83 >1.15 

Black sacrifices a pawn, aware that after 
2 .. .fxg3+ 3 nxg3 he couldn't save it anyway; 
e.g. 3 ... :h6 4 .Jil.C4! :e8 S lkg1 lOfS 6 lOcS 
with the inevitable threat of 7 lOxe6+. 
3 gxf.l:l17 • c.l!lb8 5 dSI 

A strong breakthrough that creates a 
passed pawn, as well as a protected square 
for the knight on d4. 
S. ,. cxdS 6 cxdSlOb6 

6 ... exdS 7 tUd4 lOb6 8 e6 nf6 9 :xg7 
.Jil.xe6 10 lOxe6 nxe6 11 J:cC]! and White 
wins - Kramnik. 
7 d6 

White has an overwhelming advantage, 

Position 59 
A.Khalifman·V.Filippoy 
Russian Team Championship 1995 

l l1hfll 
With the powerful idea of 2 <Ve4 fxe4 3 

fxe4, clearing the f·file towards the black 
king. The immediate 1 lOe4?! is less con· 
vincing due to 1...fxe4 2 fxe4 ttJci7 followed 
by ... 'llfe6 and ... tl)f6, but 1 f4!? softening up 
the long diagonal makes sense as well. 
1 .. . lDa671 

1 ... ttJd7 was safer, enabling a later 
... tl)d7·f6, although after 2 .Jil.a3 'llfe6 3 'W'C2!, 

Solutions 

with the double idea of 4 .:td6 and 4 .Jil.d3, 
White keeps excellent compensation, 
2 .ta3 .i.e6 

Other moves can be met in the same 
way, e.g, 2 .... e6 3 lOe4!, heading for gs or 
d6. 
3 lDe4! fxe4 

Or 3 ... 'iII'd8 4 ·;:'g5+ Wl6 5 'ill'C3 '/I'b6 6 14, 
winning - Khalifman. 
4 fxe4 lDf4 S gxf4 nhd8 6 ..i:..d6 'itog8 7 fxes 
'11th. 

At this point the simple 8 'ilfe3!, prepar· 
ing .ttf2 and ltdfl, would have left Black 
with a hopeless position - Khalifman. 

Position 60 
A.KarpoY·B.Spassky 
Candidates match (game 3), 
leningrad 1974 

1 asl 
Preparing lteb1 and b3·b4 in order to 

clear the b-file towards the target on b7. 

Please note that the immediate 1 :abl? 
would have failed to Las!, closing the 
queenside, while 1 .:r.h1+?! wg8 followed by 
.. .f7-f6 isn't at all productive for White. 
1 ... f6 2 :ebl hgs 3 b4! 

Karpov is not distracted by the gs·pawn, 
but sticks to his plan. 
3 .. .lilIS!1 

Since 3 ... cxb4 4 l:xb4 is hopeless for 
Black, Spassky tries a counterattack. 
4 JixgS! 

More technical than 4 exfs?! e4 S �d2 
exf3+ 6 �xf3 gxfs, when the connected 
pawns and the strong bishop on g7 yield 
Black some slight compensation for the 
piece. 
4 ... lDd4 S bxcs lDxcs 6 .:tb6! 

The d6·pawn proves to be doomed. 
6 ... i.f6 7 11hl+! 

A clever intermediate check to displace 
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the enemy king. Now 7 ... �g8 fails to 8 1hd6 
�xg5 9 1:txg6+, so Black is forced to give up 
the exchange. 
7 .. .'�g7 S i.h6+ IlIgS 9 blS :XIS 10 ltxd6 

With a decisive advantage. 

Position 61 
V.Anand-G.Kasparov 
Geneva (rapid) 1996 

1. •• :e71 

Preparing ... 'IIIe8-a8 in order to seize the 
long diagonal. 
2 a3 'i'a8 3 �e3 �d3 

Thanks to the mating motif the knight 
doesn't need to retreat. 
4 :te2 b41 5 lba 2 

Or 5 'i'xd3? .:txc3!, again exploiting the 
mating motif. 

5 ... �e5 6 'llfe2 
After 6 axb4 �e4 7 'i'e2 llxC2 8 'i'xC2 

:h7! the threat of 9 ... lbxg3 decides. 
6 ... bxa3 7 b4 �a41 8 bxe5 �xe2 9 tUxe2 

�xes 
Black has a clear initiative. 

Position 62 
I.Sokolov-G.Kasparov 
Wijk aan Zee 1999 

1 111111 
A decisive queen transfer with two con­

crete ideas: 2 :ct('i')h3 with mating motifs, 
and 2 'i'g2, creating deadly threats at g7 
andgS. 
1 ... ... e6 

One of several insufficient replies. Both 

1 ... :d6 2 'ilth3! and 1 ... 'ilth5 2 'IIIg2 'ilth7 3 
:g7! followed by a check on g8 led to im­
mediate defeat, while after 1 ... 'IIIe7 2 'l'g2 
'iUS White wins by 3 llh3 l:th7 (or 3 .. .I:.h6 4 
�.CI0 4 'i'g5!  :xh3 5 iLxd4+ cxd4 6 'l'f6+ 
�h7 7 'l'fS+, followed by 8 ·W'xh3+. 
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2 111g21 
With the double threat of 3 :ctg8+ and 3 

:cth3! Q(R)xh3 4 'i'g7 mate. Black resigned. 

Position 63 
W. Winter-A.Alekhine 
Nottingham 1936 

1 .. ':8e71 

Preparing 2 ... 'IIIeS to step up the pres­
sure on the open file. After 1 ... 'IIIe7?! 2 �dl 
the queen has a smaller range than from 
e8, besides which, in the event of multiple 
captures on e2, it will be better off behind 
both rooks. 
2 <;!(dl 'llfe8 3 'fif3 tOasl 

With ideas like ... �C4 and ... 'ilfa4+. 
4 b3 

Or 4 'ilfxd5?! 1:txe2 5 Axe2 1:txe2 6 "i'xa5 
lC.g3! 7 '::'f3 ...-e4 with a strong attacK. 
4 ... ttJe41 S i.el 

If 5 bXC4?, then 5 ... 'I'a4+ 6 �Cl iLa3+ 7 
�bl l:b6+ 8 �al 'i'C2 etc. 
5 ... �ee3+ 6 i.xel tUxe3+ 7 ttJxel l:xel 8 
1II12 111b51 

Eyeing the weak square on d3, thus forc­
ing White to give up material. 
9 �el Axel 10 :'xe7 i.xe7 11 'i'el 'it'd71 

Black enjoys a sound extra pawn. 

Position 64 
N.Short-I.Zilber 
Hastings 1979/80 

1 951 

Softening up the long diagonal for a fu­
ture battery. less precise is 1 d5?! cxd5 2 
'i'd4 ttjc6 3 'i'xf6 d4 and Black defends. 
1 ... bgs 2 dSI �xdS 

After 2 ... cxdS 3 'ilt'd4 mate is inevitable, 
so Black has to give up a piece. 
3 cxdS 'ii'xd5 4 'fiell 

Keeping the queens in view of Black's 



exposed king . 
.... f4 S 'll'b6 

With 6 l:a7 coming up, White has a 
nearly decisive advantage. 

Position 65 
Ye Jiangchuan-J.Granda Zuniga 
Biel lnterzonal 1993 

1..:tidS! 
Heading for h4 to enhance an attack on 

the white king. less promising is 1...lDes?! 2 
i:.xes dxes 3 cS while 1 ... lLlf61? 2 i:.xf6! :'xf6 
3 �.d3 f4 4 Q)C3 leads to a rather unclear 
game. 
2 lLlc3?! 

After 2 'ilta1 '1It'gs White is also under 
pressure. 2 lDd2!, heading for f3, seems 
preferable, when 2 .. :i'h4 3 lDf3 '1It'g3 4 �d3 
l:.ce8 keeps the initiative. 
2 ... ..,4 3 tt:lhS �f6! 4 �xf6 

White can't play 4 lDxd6? due to 4 ... lDg4! 
5 <iJxc8 'ilt'g3 - Granda. 
4 .. Jbf6 S ltc3 f4 6 '1It'C2 �d7 7 'li'e4 

With the double idea of 8 .tl:xe3 and 8 
il.d3. 
7 ... '1It'hS! S .f3 'litgs 9 cS �S 10 'WWe2 dxcS 
11 d6 b6 

With a sound extra pawn and preserved 
attacking chances, Black is clearly better. 

Position 66 
A.K.rpov-L.Polug.evsky 
Candidates match (game 6), 
Moscow 1974 

1 i.f41 
Preparing 'iit'f2-g3 with an attack. Also 

interesting is 1 ttxf6!? gxf6 2 �h6 with at­
tacking chances. 
1 ... l:taS 2 'it'f2l:tadS 

If 2 ... 'ii'c3!?, preventing White's plan, 

Solutions 

3 'Il'g3 

After 3 eS i:.e7 4 lbfS 'ii'e6 Black gets 
some relief, so Karpov keeps the option of 
e4-eS. 
3 ... 'i'C3 4 ttf31 '1It'C2 Slldf1 

The last piece is mobilized for the attack. 
S ... il.d4 6 il.h61ilc6 71ilfS 

7 li'lxf7! was also strong, e.g. 7 ... 'ii'C4 8 
. iixg7 . lixg7 9 '1It'xg7+! ¢'xg7 10l:.g3 mate. 
7 ... 'll'b. 

Or 7 ... .i.eS 8 �xg7J .Jit.xg3 9 lhg3 with 
mate to come. 
S �c11 '1It'bS 9 tt:Jh6+ <t>hS 10 li'lxf7+ :xf7 11 
lbf7 

With a decisive advantage. 

Position 67 
I.Hector - B.S.hl 
Vejle 1994 

1 ... 'II'b81 
Heading for a7 in order to seize the gl­

a7 diagonal, where there is no opposing 
white bishop. 
• :f. 

The restrained 2 'iit'd2 >ifka7 3 as seems 
better. 
2 ... 'i'a7 3 li'ldS li'lxdS 4 exds 

Or 4 cxdS tt.)es 5 'ii'd2 fS! with counter­
play (Donev), now that 6 exfS?! fails to 
6 ... lDxd3 7 'ilt'xd3 ld.e31. 
4 ... tt:lb4 5 �f1':'e31 6 as :ae8 7lDd4?! 

A lesser evil was 7 'it'd4. After the text, 
Black should have played 7 ... 11e1! 8 "xe1 
llxe1 9 llxel 'ti'xd4 10 :e7 .Jit.a4 11 b3 ¢>f8! 
12 lle4 'iWcS 13 bxa4 g6 followed by ... 'iWxas, 
with a clearly better endgame - Donev. 

Position 68 
V.Kovacevic-Y.Seirawan 
Wijk aan Zee 1980 

then 3 .i.d2 intending 3 ... '1i'b3? 4 :b1. 1 ... 'ii;>d7! 
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Preparing 2 ... :hS to fight for the h-file. 
2 tilbd2 

After 2 '>t.>d2?! .:i1l.a6! 3 'i'C2 ilhS Black 
reaches his objective anyway. But 2 wf1!? 
:hB 3 <i;>g2 might have been a better choice, 
enabling a recapture with the queen on hI. 
2 ... lIhS 3 11g1 

Or 3 ':xhS 'i'xhB and the queen takes 
command of both the h-file and the a1-hB 
diagonal. 
3 ... �C7 4 l:bl :cth3! 5 b3 'lWhS! 

Now Black enjoys a pleasant initiative. 
6 lOfl lOSd7 7 it.f4 lOes S lilxes .:ii.xes 9 

�xes 'ilr'xes 10 f3 ii d 7  11 'lWe2 'lWd4 12 Ug2 
IIh1 

Black has clearly the more active game. 

Position 69 
T.Radjabov-Bu Xiangzhi 
Internet 2000 

1 113g41 
Preparing 'llfe1-g3 in order to triple the 

major pieces along the g-file. The simple 1 
il.xa6 was also possible, but the text is 
more incisive. 
1 •.• 'Ii'dS 

1 .. .fxg4? fails to 2 D.xg7+ ¢'hS 3 ':h7 
mate. 
2 'lWell .:ii.e7 

After 2 ... i.fS 3 'jIg3 the threat of 4 
�xh6+ is inevitable. 
3 'lfg3 'lfIS 4 .i.xg7! 'lfxg7 

The lesser of evils. 4 .. .l:l:txg7 failed to S 
':xh6+! ¢'xh6 6 'i'h3+ with mate, while on 

4 ... :gxg7 the same 5 :txh6+1 is decisive; e.g. 
5 ... '"98 6 1il'h3 l!16 7 J:!h8+ ,"17 8 1il'h5+. Fi-
nally, 4 ... hxg4 S lhg4+ �fS 6 .:ii.xfS wins 
material for White. 
S l:xg7+ l:tfxg7 6 l:txg7+ l:txg7 7 'i'h3 �g6 

Or 7 .. :�.f7 S g4 with similar play. 
S g4 �f7 9 "-hS+ �S 10 .t.xfS 

White's material advantage is decisive. 
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Position 70 
N.Pushkov-V.Savon 
Orol 1995 

1 ... 0-0·01 
The safest place. Instead, the game saw 

1...0-0? and Black was crushed after 2 hS! 
l:tadS 3 hxg6 hxg6 4 1Oe4! 'i'as S l:l,dg1 dS 6 
lDxf6+ lOxf6 7 ':"'xf6 exf6 S l:txg6! fxg6 9 
ji,e6+ :f7 10 ·ttxg6 'llfC7 11 ':"'xf7+ with a 
quick win, now that 11 .. .'twxf7 fails to 12 
:hB+!. 1...e6?, delaying castling, is also in­
appropriate due to 2 dS! and White opens 
the position towards the black king. 
2 dS �bS 

Securing the king even further and ena­
bling a future ... :cB. Now that both kings 
are located on the same flank, White has 
more difficulties in developing an attack. 

Position 11 
l.Belion Lopez-D.Merino Mejuto 
Spanish Championship, Gijon 1971 

1 ... g61 
Preparing ... :i:,g7 and ... 0-0 in order to se· 

cure the king on the kings ide. Instead, the 
game continued 1...0-0-O? 2 b4! '>t.>bS 3 c4 
':"'d7 4 lObO g6 S as �e6 6 'i'b3 �g7 7 bS 
with a strong attack. 
2 1Oa3 

A quick knight manoeuvre to c4 seems 
like the only way of justifying White's unor· 
thodox opening set-up. 
2 ... .!ig7 3 fxes dxes 4 lLlc41Oe41 

Defending the es-pawn and enabling 
... lOe4-d6 as a response to .iLa3. 
S .h3 'ild6 6 tilas 'li'd7 

Preparing ... 0-0 with a good game for 
Black. 



Position 72 
Y.Averbakh·O.Panno 
USSR-Argentina match. 
Buenos Aires 1954 

1�e2! 
With the centre safely blocked, this is 

the simplest way of securing the king and 
connecting the major pieces. In contrast, 
after 1 'tie2?! tiJC7 2 0-0-0 bS Black gets 
some slight counterplay. 
1 ... .i::tgl 2 l:th41 tiJdl 3 hxg6 hxg6 4 "h1 

Thanks to his clever first move White 
can transfer the queen immediately into 
the attack. 
.... �.7 5 1!h8+ 0>17 6 IIIM Iil18 7 I!hl l!b8 

Black had run out of sensible moves, and 
now there follows a decisive blow. 
8 i.xf4! "(7 

Or 8 ... exf4 9 l:lh4, followed by l:t.xf4+. 
9 'lIh2 

White soon won. 

Position 73 
A.Planinec-V.Hort 
Hastings 1974/75 

1... 1t>f81 

The safest place for the king. L.O-O?! 2 
l:ael is less appropriate, as Black has a 
problem with the h4-pawn, but 1 ... 0-0-0!? 
and 1 .. :>tJd8!?, heading for O, were interest· 
ing alternatives. Of course 1..:i'xe2?? was 
bad due to 2 l:t.ael. 
2 l:ae1 tiJe5 3 _d1 

If 3 tiJf3, then 3 ... tiJfd7! just like in the 
game. 
3 ... lilld7 

Reinforcing the strong blocker on e5. 
3 ... �g7!? 4 tiJf3 h3 5 g3 tiJe4 was also inter· 
esting. 

41il131ilx13+ 5 �xf3 'IIg5 
Preparing 6 .. ':.g8 with a good game. 

Position 74 
S.Lejlic·J.Helisten 
Swedish Cham pionship, 
Ronneby 1998 

1 ... .:(81 

Solutions 

Black discards long castling in order to 
fully exploit the semi-open c-file. The im­
mediate 1...tr>e7!? is equally strong, 
whereas 1 ... 0-0-0?! would leave the rook 
passive on d8 and expose the king to an 
attack after 2 I:fdl, followed by moves like 
l:!.a3 and b2-b4. 
2 l:[ad1 'ito'e71 

Thanks to the strong blockade on e5 
White can't really exploit the location of the 
black king, which is even useful in defend· 
ing the d6-pawn. 
3 'IIb4 

Or 3 f4 gxf3 4 tiJxf3 ttJeg4, followed by 
5 ..... c5. 
3 ... 'i' (5 4 'i'xb7?1 

Now White's queens ide falls apart. A 
lesser evil was 4 'i'xcS 1%xc5 with a nice end­
game for Black. 
4, .. l::tb8 5 'i'xa6 nb6 6 'i'e2 l:t:xb2 7 l2Idb1 
Ua8 8 .l:d2 i. xa4 9 ttfd1 :tb6 

Thanks to his better pawn structure and 
superior piece activity, Black holds the up­
per hand. 

Position 75 
MJohansson-J.Helisten 
Malm6 1999 

l ... lDdl! 
The most flexible choice. Black doesn't 

yet define the destiny of his king, but pre­
fers to improve his minor pieces by ... iLf6 
and ... tiJcS. In contrast, L.O-O?! proves risky 
after 2 1%h3, with ideas like 2 ... tiJb4 3 es! 
dxes 4 iLxh7+! tiJxh7 5 .hS, while 
1 ... 0-0-0?! also exposes the king after 2 a5 
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bxa5 (or 2 ... bS? 3 oIiLb6) 3 lLla4lLld7 4 c3. pre­
paring "e2. 
, I:g3 �16 3 tid, h51? 

Again 3 ... 0-0?! is premature due to 4 
l:.fl, followed by f4·fS with an attack. 
4 �., h4 51:h31ilC5 6 �131:dS 

6 ... o-o-0!? was possible, when the knight 
on c5 reinforces the queens ide defence. 
7 g41! g6 S g5 �g7 9 til, 1il.71 

Attacking the e4-pawn as well as the 
whole hi-aS diagonal. which became vul­
nerable after White's g2-g4. 
10 lLlxcS bxcS 11 �g2 �c6 12 .l:.el 'i'b7 

Black has the initiative and his king is 
probably the safer one. 

Position 76 
J.Polgar-L.Polugaevsky 
Match (game 7), Aruba 1991 

1 ... 0-01 
With the kingside safely blocked the 

black king is in no danger on gS, whereas 
the queenside may now be used for an at­
tack. In contrast, after L.O-O-O?! 2 'i'e2, pre­
paring .l:.hfl and f4·f5, White has a slight 
initiative. 
2 .l:.hel 

Perhaps 2 'i'e2 as 3 .l:..hfl, preparing f4-
f5, was still a better choice. 
2 ... aS 3 i..bS .l:.ac8 4 %:I:cl 

Polugaevsky suggests 4 'i'g4!? a4 5 lIC1, 
with the idea of oIiLd2, although it's not dear 
what White should do after S ... a3; e.g. 6 b3 
lLlxe4 7 l!.)xe4 iLxe4, when 8 lLlxe6? fails to 
8 ... iLxC2+. 
4 ... dS! 

Taking command oftheJight squares. 
s exds 

Or 5 es lLlb6 6 b3 lLle4 7 lOge2 a4, con­
tinuing the attack. 

5 ... �xdS 6 tlg4 l!ldS 7 �e2 lZlb6 
Heading for c4 with a strong initiative. 
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Position 77 
R.Byrne-A.Kotov 
USA-USSR match, New York 1954 

1 ... �7! 
Preparing a king march to the opposite 

flank to neutralize White's coming attack. 
, 1:13 

After 2 'llfhS+ <tIe7 3 "xh7 oIiLxC4 Black 
obtains counterplay, but 2 .l:..fbi, preparing 
lLlfl-d2-b3 and a4-a5, seems more logical in 
relation to the enemy plan. 
' .. .'''.7 31illlIPdS 41:h31:hS! 

4 ... h6?! is less flexible since it would 
complicate a future ... g7-g5 advance. 
5 g4 "-C7 6 Iilg3 IPbS 71f>/' 1ilc7 S tla2 l:cgS 

Black has managed to consolidate his 
position and the king is safe on bS. A future 
plan is ... g7-g5 followed by ... lLleS-g7 and 
... iLcS·d7-eS in preparation for ... h7-h5. 

Position 78 
E.Oe Haan-E. Vorobiov 
Agios Kirykos 2009 

1 ..• b61 
Preparing .. :it>c6-b7 in order to safe­

guard the king. and at the same time pro­
tecting the knight from the threat of 2 
'ii'fS+. The immediate L.<tIc6!? was possible 
too, e.g. 2 d5+ <tIb6 3 %:I:b1+ <tIa6, followed by 
... b7·b6. 
2 oIiLe2 

Or 2 d5!? 'i'eS 3 -.g4+ <tId8 and the king 
is out of danger. 
2 .. :�c6! 3 dS+ �b7 4 �f3 'it'a61 

Avoiding any problems on the h1-aS di­
agonal. 
5 eS fxes 6 i..xes l:.h6 

Black has excel1ent chances of convert­
ing his extra piece. 



Position 79 
N.Gritsenko-N.Firman 
Ukrainian Junior Championship 1999 

1 .•• �dSI 
Preparing a king march to the queen­

side. After 1 ... 0-0?! 2 .i.h6 1:fc8 3 'l'C1! 
White obtains attacking chances, e.g. 
3 ... llJd8 4 'i'g5 ttJe6 5 'ilt'h4, preparing lOf5. 
2 ;"h6 

Probably 2 1:el <1i;o 3 .�d2, followed by 4 
.:I:ac1, offered better chances for resistance. 
2 ... ""e7 3 .lig7 1:heSI 

Preparing an invasion on the queenside. 
4 '.el a3 5 b3 

Of course 5 bxa3? fails to 5 .... �C3. 
5 ... ;"<3 6l1b1 'ilI05 7 h4 '1lb4 S 'lli'd1 ;"b21 

Black "copied" the opponent's bishop 
manoeuvre, and with good reason. Now the 
a2-pawn is in danger. 
9 :fxb2 axb2 10 ':xb2 wb61 11 .lih6"ita] 

With a decisive grip on the queens ide. 

Position 80 
R.Akesson-F.Bindrich 
Stockholm 2007 

1 W"e31 
Preparing a "brave king" manoeuvre. In­

stead, the game continued 1 Uf3? lhf3 2 
tixf3 'i'xe5+ 3 <btl and a draw was agreed. 
1 .. :lIg2 2 'lli'd31 

Thus White covers the sensitive fl­
square and threatens mate himself. 
2 ... 'i'gl+ 3 '>Pd2 1:.f2+ 4 ¢:'C3 'l'el+ s ¢:'b41 

nxb2+ 6 '>Pas 
The king escapes and White wins. 

Position 81 
M.lliescas Cordoba-U.Andersson 
Ubeda 1997 

1. •• 'I'e51 

Solutions 

Correctly estimating that White's attack 
can be parried by a "brave king" manoeu­
vre. 
2l1h3 "gSI 

Not 2 ... h6? 3 .i.xh6 lOgS (otherwise 4 
.�xg7+ decides) 4 i.g5+ lOh6 5 f6 and White 
wins. 
3 ;"x1611 

If 3 :el, then 3 ... h6! intending 4 .i.xh6? 
lOe4! 5 i.g5 1Of2+ and wins. Since the game 
continuation proves unsuccessful, settling 
for a draw with 3 :g3 'ot>h8 (not 3 ... 'ot;f8? 4 
.i.h6!) 4 1:.h3 was probably a better choice ­
Stohl. 
3 •. ixf6 4 'l'xh7+ ¢:'fS S 'i'hS+ 

Other moves permit Black to consolidate 
by 5 ... J:te5!. 
5 ... "'7 6 'lli'h5 

After 6 ne1+? 'ot>d 7 7 1:xe8 :xeS the 
double threat decides. 
6 .. . lId71 

Preparing l ... 'ot>dS. Bynowthe king isout 
of danger, whereas White has problems on 
the back rank. Black went on to win after 7 
l:tel+ wdS 8 :txe8+ 'ot>xe8 9 'ilt'hS+ wel, fol­
lowed by ... d5-d4. 

Position 82 
P .Matovk-l,Helisten 
Belgrade 2002 

1 ... esl 

Clearing the centre for the bishop pair. 
1...b4?! 2 lDe4 is less powerful. 
2 1:.ael 

2 lDe4? fails to 2 ... exd4 3 lOxf6+ gxf6 4 
l:xeS+ .tlxeS 5 cxd4 1:.e2, while after 2 
dxe5?! dxe5 3 f5 e4! Black is clearly better. 
The best option might be 2 :a7!?, when the 
simple 2 ... £Lc6 keeps the initiative. 
2 .. ,lUSI 

By 2 .. _�xg2 3 �xg2 .�h4 Black could win 
a pawn, but in the game he goes for more. 
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3 fxe5 
Both 3 dxes dxes 4 f5 .l1l.g5! 5 "tJe4 .l1l.xe4 

6 :t.xe41Id2 and 3 "tJe4 .l1l.xe4! 41:t:xe4 cxd4 5 
cxd4 dS 6 l:t4e2 il.xd4 are equally trouble­
some for White. 

3 ... dxe5 4 dxe5 .l1l.xe5+ 5 �g1 
Or 5 :xes? .c,xd2 6 1:Se2 Af2! with deci­

sive pressure. 

5 ... .l1l.g3 6 �f1.:tfeS 7 :txeS+ UxeS 
Intending S ... l:te2 with a huge plus. 

Position 83 
T.V.Petrosian-A.Lilienthal 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1949 

1 h31 
Preparing g3-g4 in order to clear some 

space for the bishop pair. 1 g4!? is interest­
ing as well; e.g. 1 ... fxg4 2 iLxg4 �C7 3 'iPf2, 
preparing :g1 with some initiative. 
1 ... iDf6 2 g41 fxg4 3 hxg4 

located side by side the pawns deny the 
enemy knights any protected squares. 
3 ... �C7 4 'iW2 h6 5 l:::th1 e3+ 

Desperate, but after 5 .. �h7 6 Aag1, fol­
lowed by <i:'e3 and iLC3, Black is also in deep 
trouble. 
6 il.xe3 liJe4+ 7 �g2 iDf7 S .::t.d3 

White later won the game. 

Position 84 
A.Miles-L.Portisch 
Buenos Aires Olympiad 1978 

1 ... f61 
Clearing some space for the bishops be· 

fore White manages to consolidate by llJd6, 
<i:'g2-f3. etc. 
> 1ild6 

After 2 exf6 gxf6 Black obtains a poten­
tial passed pawn, and White loses his out­
post on d6. 
2 ... .l1l. g6 3iDc4 
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If 3 lLIxb7? then 3 ... IlbS, when 4 Ad7? 
fails to 4 ... .JteS 5 11c7 l:.xb7! 6 l:I:xb7 .itc6+ 
etc. 
3 ••. >l.d4 4 <tIg> >1.e81 

The bishop shifts to the more promising 
hI-aS diagonal. Now there appears the 
threat of 5 ... .itc6+ 6 ""1(?) fxe5, winning a 
pawn, so White dissolves the tension. 
5 exf6 gxf6 6 1::ac1 .::t.c6+ 7 Wl1 .�.C5 

With ideas like S ... 1(.f3, winning the bat­
tle for the d-file. By now the range of the 
bishop pair is rather worrying for White, 
whereas the knights are lacking protected 
squares. Black later won. 

Position 85 
S. Tiviakov-G.Kasparov 
Wijk aan Zee 2001 

, ••• b51 
Intending ... b5-b4 to weaken the a1-he 

diagonal for the bishop. in particular the 
d4-square. 
2 iDfl b4 3 cxb4 cxb4 4 lLIe3 l:.gS 5 iI.g3 
.�.d41 

Now the bishop is doing a great job in 
helping his colleague to put pressure on g2. 
6 1ilC41I8g7 7 'IIIh5 �h7 8 1Lle3 'IIIb5 9 lid> 

Or 9 "tJC4 ilt'dS with a clear advantage -
Kasparov. At this point Black played 9 ... a6 
and subsequently won the game. However, 
by 9 ... .itxe3! 10 l:t.xe3 iI.dS 11 'it'd1 :g41 he 
could have obtained a decisive advantage -
Kasparov. Indeed, the only way for White to 
stop the plan of ... hS-h4 is by 12 'i'e1 and 13 
h4, but then he loses the pawn on b3. 

Position 86 
V.Smyslov-S.Reshevsky 
World Championship, 
The Hague/Moscow 1948 

1 .::t..xe61 



Giving up the bishop pair in exchange 
for another advantage: a weak enemy 
pawn on d6. Both 1 'ifl14?! lLlgs and 1 f4?! 
lLld7 are less effective, as well as 1 ."-dS?! 
lLld7 2 �e3lLlf6 and Black defends. 

1 ... fxe62 'it'h41 'i'd7 

Solutions 

"xb2 �xf4 
Intending ... 'i'd6-g6(+) with a decisive 

attacK. 

Position 88 
C. Valiente·J.Hellsten 

Or 2 ... 'i'xh4 3 gxh4 and the d6-pawn Sa ntiago 2007 
falls right away. 

3 1i1dS+! 'lfxd8 4 itxdS �d7 1 ... dS! 
After 4. .. 0.c6 5 iLo or 5 iLb6 that pawn 

is also doomed. 
5 iLe7lLle5 6 l:bd6 

White wins a pawn with a decisive ad­

vantage. 

Position 87 
M.Lupu-L.D.Nisipeanu 
Rumanian Championship, 
Baile Herculane 1996 

1 . .. lLlxe3 2 bxe3 .:txe4! 
A typical exchange sacrifice that yields 

Black the bishop pair and control of the 

long diagonal. Also interesting was 
1 ... lLld4!? 2 'ili'd1 'W'b7 with some pressure. 

3 '1lc4 
White isn't eager to accept the "gift", 

but he must do so eventually in order to 
keep the material balance. 
3 ... lLlf6 4 tbe5 .i.aS 5 e4 JLd6 6 lOg4 fdxg4 7 
iLxe4 JLxe4 S _xg4 'i'e6J 

Reinforcing the control of the h1-a8 di· 
agonal. 8 ... ."-a8?! followed by .. :"c6 is less 
powerful. since the white king has a hiding 
square on h2. 

9 'i'e2 f5 10 .ltd2 e5! 
Clearing some space for the other 

bishop and enhancing a further kingside 

attacK. 
111i11, lIbS! 

The threat of 12 ... l:tb3 increases the 

pressure on White. 
12 .i.e3 exf4 13 gxf4 .e7 14 Ab2 .:txb2 15 

Black "messes up" the game before 
White manages to consolidate, with a long· 
term advantage thanks to the bishop pair. 
1 ... .:i!.fS 2 d5 lLles 3 .:lad1 is less promising. 
2 e5 toe41 

Other moves, such as 2 ... .llfS, permit 3 
f3! followed by .f2, stabilizing the game. 
3 tbxe4 

If 3 lZJb1, preparing 4 f3, then 3 ... fS! with 
the idea of 4 f3? !Uxg3 5 <;t>xg3 f4+ etc. 
3 ... dxe4 4 h4 

Or 4 .:i!.xe4 .:&.xh3 5 iLxb7 .i.xfl 6 'tif'xfl 
f5!, followed by ... f5-f4 with an initiative. 

4 ... �g4 5 f3 exf3 6 .i.xf3 iLxf3 7 'i'xf3 toe71 
S .:tae1 

After 8 'Cfxb7?! tOds 9 .i:.gl .:taB, intend­
ing ... nfb8, White is in trouble. 

S . ..IildS 
Thanks to his strong knight Black is 

clearly better. 

Position 89 
M.Solmundarson-V.Smyslov 
Reykjavik 1974 

1 ... g6! 
A strong exchange sacrifice that lets 

Black keep his pawn structure intact, and 
yields him a grip on the dark squares. less 

promising was 1 .. .fxe4?! 2 fxe4 'i/o 3 iLh3 
.f4+ 4 'lii'd2 with some initiative for White. 
2 �xhS Sii!.h6+ 3 <bb1 "xhS 4 Sii!.d3? 

Now this bishop becomes very re­
stricted. 4 exfs exfs 5 £l.d3 was preferable -
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Smyslov, when S ... 'i'f6 6 tff2 iLg7 keeps the 
initiative. 

4 ••• Ji<'3 5 lie> f41 6 Ji<f1 'IIf6 7 Ji<h3 IlId71 8 
it'dl+ <i;e7 9 l:t.hl 'i'h4 10 iLf1 g5 

Slowly preparing the , .. gS-g4 break­
through. 
11 iLd3 iLd412 'ilfe1lihS 13 'ike2 e5 

Securing the strong bishop with a clear 

advantage. 

Position 90 
V.Golod-B.Avrukh 
Israeli Championship, Tel Aviv 2002 

1 ... "LlaSI 
Attacking White on the light squares be­

fore he is able to stabilize by c4-cs. 
2 'ilfe3 

After 2 'i'C3?! dXc4 3 bXC4 :.tc8 the threat 

of 4 ... lDxC4 and S ... bS is unpleasant for 
White, while 2 'i'b4 can be met in the same 
way as in the game. 
2 ... dxC4 3 bXC4 b51 

Black sacrifices a pawn in order to get a 

grip on the light squares and reduce the 
power of the bishop on b2. 
4 cxb5 "Lld5 5 'ilfe4 axb5 6 iLxb5 �b31 

Installing the threat of 7 .. .iLxf3 8 iLxf3 
8d2, and vacating the as-square for the 

queen. 

7 11ad1 .a5 8 i-d3 .\lLg6 9 'llfg4 :fc81 10 
i-xg6 

At this point a draw was agreed. There 
could have followed lo ... hxg6 11 ..we4 'lifO!, 
preparing 12 .. .'ilfC2, with approximate 
equality -A\lfukh. 

Position 91 
D.Loza-J.Veloz 
Riobamba 2009 

1 .. :1Id41 
Forcing a queen exchange that will fin-
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ish off White's counterplay and help the 
realization of the extra pawn. 1 ...... a6?! is 
less exact due to 2 'ilfd2! �xe3 3 ':'xe3 with 

attacking chances, while 1...lDxe3?! 2 l:txe3 
tUxc6 3 iLxh6! lets White recover the pawn. 
2 "'xd4 "Llxd4 3 :ac1 tDbc6 

Thanks to his extra pawn Black has a 
clear advantage. 

Position 92 
J.Helisten-J.Munoz 
Am bato 2009 

1 Ji<d31 
Swapping pieces to facilitate the realiza· 

tion of the extra pawn. 
1 ... lDa5 

Or 1 .. .fS 2 lbf4 �f7 3 h4!. when 3 ... iLxh4? 
fails to 4l:thl, 
2 iLxh7+ <i;xh7 3 �d3 lbc4 4 b3 .!Dd6 5 a4 g6 
6 lild11 

Offering more exchanges. 
6 ... <;t>g7 7 .:txc8 :txc8 8 l:t.c1.uc6 9 g3 ¢f8 10 
e4 dxe4+ 11 fXe4 <i;e8 12 "Lle3 

White later conveTted his extra pawn 
into a win. 

Position 93 
J. Timman-l.Kavalek 
Montreal 1979 

' .•• lIf31 
In order to swap the active white queen, 

which will help Black neutralize the passed 
pawn on d7 and realize the extra pawn. 
2 'ilfxf3 

2 "xes? was impossible due to 2 .. i-b7, 
while 2 'il'h4 11f6, preparing ... �.b7, is also 
bad for White. 

2 .. Jtxf3 3 �C4 
Or 3 lLld3 nxd7 4 tUxes Itxd2 S llxd2 

l:txb3 and wins - Nesis. 
3 ... i-xc4 4 bXC4 l:t.C3 5 .:te1 l:xc4 6 l:t.xe5 ¢f7 



With the double intention of 7 ... �xa4 
and 7 ... l:.d4. Black is winning. 

Position 94 
V.lvanchuk-I_Piket 
Biel Interzonal 1993 

1 '/I'bS! 
Swapping queens to facilitate the reali­

zation of the extra pawn. 

1 ..... xbS 
1..:iit'a7? failed to 2 tOxdS. while after 

1 ... :c6 2 "xb6 :xb6 3 tOa4, preparing :0, 
White keeps his advantage. 
2 tiJxb5 a4 

One pawn stops two. 2 .. .ia6 3 tOC7 is 
less sensible, since 3 ... .Jtc4? fails to 4 �xC4 
dXC4 S ':'xe4. 
3 ·'bes 

Perhaps 3 tOa7!? was even stronger. dis­
puting the open file - Ivanchu"k. 
3 ... g5 4 i.h2 <;t(g7 5 tOd7 1lfdS 6 'uxeS i.xeS 

On 6 ... :xcS there follows 7 f3. 
7 1Llb6 �16 8 �C7! l!.8 9 13 

White soon won more material, and the 

game. 

Position 95 
D.Mieles Palau-I.Helisten 
Salinas 200S 

1 ... 'ilfa1+! 
Forcing a winning pawn ending. 

2 �g2 it'xa2 3 'ilfxb6 'i'xe44 'i'xa5 'i'd5+1 
White resigned in view of S 'ii'xdS exds 6 

<;;f3 ';'97 7 ';'03 <;;f6 8 ';'d4 ';'06. 

Position 96 
M.Adams-R.Kasimdzhanov 
FIDE World Championship, 
Tripoli 2004 

1 �xb41 

Solutions 

Initiating an exchange combination that 
will help in realizing the extra pawn. 
1 ... axb4 2 tiJe7+ 'iWxe7 3 'i'xd6 

Unfortunately for Black, he cannot even 
save the b4-pawn. 
3 .. ,'.we2 4 .tId41 h5 5 "xb4 'iff3 6 h4�c8 

If 6 .. .l:teS. then 7 :f4 'ilt'dl+ S �h2 nei 9 
'1Ifb7 - Adams. 
7 'lid.! 

White is ready to give up one of the 
pawns in order to swap rooks; e.g. 7 .... i'xb3 
S 'udS+ .ttxdS 9 'i'xdS+ �h7 10 as with an 
easy win. 
7 ... ne3 S :f4 'i'e6 9 ¢>h2 

Alternatively. 9 .c.c4! .�xC4 10 bXc4 in the 
spirit of the previous note. 
9 ... .tIxb3 

Or 9 ... :C1 10 'ilt'dS+ �h7 11 '1Ifd3+ �gS 

12 .. f3 and wins - Adams. 
10 'iWdS+ �h7 11 'ilfdl! 

A timely double attack. White soon won. 

Position 97 
S.Gligoric-I.Balanel 
Moscow 1956 

1 '1183! 
Inviting a queen exchange, after which 

the bishop pair would become even more 

significant. 
1 ..... xg3 

If 1 ... 'iIt'e4?, then 2 e6! fxe6 3 11eI with a 

strong attack, while 1 ... 'iIt'fS 2 11e1 tOC7 (par­
rying the threat of es-e6) 3 i..bI 'ilt'd7 4 i.d6 

lets White keep the advantage. 
2 hxg3 :dS 3 f3 g611 

Black should have preferred 3 ... hS. com­
plicating the g3-g4 advance - Nesis. 
4 g4! <;fr>g7 5 f41 

In the absence of queens it becomes eas­
ier for White to advance his kingside major­
ity. 
5 ... .:eS 6 :dll 
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Preparing a nice combination based on 
the seizure of the seventh rank and the e5-

e6 advance. Worse is 6 .l:[xc8?! .1(.xc8 and the 
g4-pawn gets into trouble, as similarly after 
7 J:d2? lbd2 8 i:.xd2 iLc8! on the next 

move. 
6 .. J1c2 7 :d7! l:t.xg2+ S �f1.uxa2 9 e61 i.dS 
101bf7+ ;"gS ll 1:fS+ ;"g7 12 :'xeS 

With the double threat of 13 .!i.f6+ and 
13 e7. White soon won. 

Position 98 
A.Sokolovs·V.Baikov 
Moscow 1992 

1 iLe3! 
To eliminate Black's bishop pair and 

take the game closer to the ending, in con­
sideration of the favourable pawn struc­

ture. 
1 ... .t.xe3 

1 ... iLd6? fails to 2 .!i.xb6, while after 
1 ... iLe7?! the knight is deprived of its des­

tiny one7. 
2 lDxe3lDe7 3 lDd4 iLf7 4 f4 

White starts pushing his pawn majority. 
Another method of doing this was 4 13, fol­
lowed by �f2, g2-g4 and h2-h4, thus avoid­
ing exposure of the e4-pawn. 

4 ... ::'eS 5 �2 lDg6 6 f51 
Parrying both threats at the pawns on 

e4 and f4. Now if Black installs a knight on 
e5, White can always swap it off. 

6 ... lDe5 7 J:e1lDd7 S liJd1 b5 9 a3 c5 10 lDf3 
\1;'7 

Here or later, lo ... b4 is well met by 11 
O!, putting an end to Black's queenside 
dynamics. 

11 g41 h6 12 �g3 
Preparing <llf4 and e4-e5 with a clear 

endgame advantage. 
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Position 99 
O.De la Riva Aguado-R.Ponomariov 
Pamplona 2005 

1 ... il.h6! 
Eliminating the opponent's bishop pair 

and taking the game closer to an endgame, 

where Black is favoured by his mobile pawn 
majority. 

2 iLxh6 
After 2 .!i.e5? f6 the bishop is in trouble. 

2 ... liJxh6 3 iLh3 'ltog7! 
Preparing to improve the knight by 

... 'Zlg8.f6Ie71. 
4 'i'e2 'i'C7 5 ::'xdS llxdS 6 J:d1 l:t.xd1+ 7 
'i'xd1 f51 

The first step in the pawn majority ad­
vance. 
S 'iWd2 lDgS 9 192 1Df6 10 iLf3 e5 11 'ltof1 e4 
12 iLe2 �f7 13 �e1 'iIt'e5 

With the long-term plan of .. .'�g7 . ... h7-
h6, ... g6-g5 and ... f5-f4, whereas White is 
unable to do the same thing on the queen­

side. 

Position 100 
B.Spassky-T. V.Petrosian 
World Championship (game 23), 
Moscow 1966 

1 'I!f gS! 
Swapping queens to reach an endgame 

where the pawn structure speaks in 
White's favour. 
1 ... cxd4 

After 1...'iWxf2? 2 :f3 'Wi'gl 3 �bS! White 

wins material. 
2 'IIxf6 'ilxf6 3 1!xd4 ltb7 4 11b3! 

The exchange of rooks will help White in 
attacking the weak pawns on a7 andC7. 
4 ... l:t.xb3 5 axb3 11aS 6 :'c4lDeS 

After 6 ... liJd5 7 g3 followed by �g2 

White also has a huge advantage. 



7 11a4 ttJd6 8 gl! 
With the simple idea of 9 it.g2, winning 

the a7-pawn. 
8...�B 

8_.o8c8 9 '::c4 or 8 ... a5 9 b4 is equally un· 

satisfactory. 
9 .i.g2 ':c8 10 :xa7 

White enjoys a sound extra pawn. 

Position 101 
J.Helisten·L.Rojas 
Santiago 2006 

1, •• 1:c8! 
Having an isolated pawn Black should 

keep the maximum number of pieces on 
the board. The game continued 1 ... it.xf3?! 2 

it.xf3 ttJe5 3 it.g2 ttJxd3 4 ..wxd3 i.e5 5 it.xe5 
'::xe5 6 llacl! with a clear advantage (see 

example 41 in the section on improving the 
rook). 
2ltCl.i.b8 

There can follow 3 b5 tDa5 4 11xc8 iLxc8 

5 ttJb4 i.b7 6 tOd4 tDC4 7 .�C1 with just a 
slight advantage for White. 

Position 102 
M.Chiburdanidze·N.Alexandria 
World Women's Championship 
(game 7), Georgia 1981 

1".0-0-0! 
Keeping the queens on for a while so as 

not to leave White with the two bishops in 
the endgame. The game continued 

1.. . ..wxd4? 2 i.xd4 0-0-0 3 �d2 tOd7 4 iLxg7 
ttJxC5 5 l:.hl and White had a long-term 
advantage. 
2 1!1b4 

After 2 'ti'xe5 ttJxe5 White is tactically 
unable to maintain the bishop pair - Nesis. 
2 ... lId7 

Thanks to his active queen and the un-

Solutions 

safe location of White's king, Black has con· 
siderable counterplay. 

Position 103 
Y.Balashov-B.larsen 
Buenos Aires 1980 

l".lLlxes! 
Swapping pieces to reach an endgame 

where the weak pawns on C3 and a2 will 
speak in Black's favour. 
2 dxeS?! 

A tempting recapture, but this just helps 

Black's plan. Preferable was 2 ':xe5 it.d6 3 
lIe2, followed by 'WH, keeping the queens 
on the board - Minic/Sindik. 

2 .. :Wlt'c4! 3 1bc4 
Or 3 'iWbl i.C5+ 4 "'g2 d4 with an initia­

tive. 
3 ... dxc4 4 .tte2 bS 5 iLe3?! 

Now Black obtains a passed pawn. Here 

the active 5 e6 seems preferable. 
S ... :1d3 6 iLxa7 

Or 6 il..d4 b4! and Black achieves his goal 
anyway. 

6 ... .ttxc3 7 �g2 :1dl 8 iLe3 b4 
Black later converted his passed pawn 

into victory. 

Position 104 
S. Tiviakov-F.Berkes 
European Team Championship, 
Plovdiv 2003 

l lLlxes! 
Preparing 2 iLxf5 and 3 i.d4 in order to 

exchange as many pieces as possible. con­
sidering the opponent's isolated pawn. 
1 ... iLxes 2 iLxfS! iLxfS 

After 2.. ... xf5 3 tDd4 iLxd4 (or 3 .. .'.f6 4 
i.e7! forcing the exchange of bishops) 4 

�.xd4 White is also slightly better. thanks to 
his active bishop and Black's isolated pawn. 
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3 �d41 �e8 4 "'e3 -Jo>h7 5 J..xes �xes 6 "'f41 
The greedy 6 "'xa7?! permits 6 ...... g6 

with ideas like ... �xh3 and ... .:te2 - Tiviakov. 
6 .. .1104 7 'IIf3 '1105 S Iild4 Jl.g6 9 'IIdl 

Intending 'i!t'd2 and lId1 in order to work 
on the ds-pawn, thanks to which White 
keeps a small but enduring advantage. 

Position 105 
Cu.Hansen-V.Eingorn 
Dortmund 1988 

1 ... lDc71 
Preparing ... �a6 in order to exchange 

the "bad" bishop for White's "good" one. 
2 �d2 

Or 2 �gS?! �xg5 3 �xg5 h6 4lDf3 iLa6 
with a slight black edge - Eingorn. 
2 ... J..a6 3 J..C2 

After 3 �xa6 �xa6 4 ltac1 �ab8, pre­

paring ... �c6, ... ItO and .. Afc8, Black has a 
minimal advantage thanks to his superior 
bishop and the \lUlnerable pawn on d4. 

3 ... ltJb8 4 :acl �bS 5 �e3 �ca6 6 a3 1%c7 7 
""lIfeS 

Black has no problems, and the once 
"bad" bishop has become excellent on bS. 

Position 106 
T.Markowski-V.Haralambof 
Bern 1996 

1 �e21 
Heading for g4 to swap Black's good 

bishop. 

1 ... b6 
Or 1 .. .fS 2 exfs iLxfS 3 iLg4 iLxg4 4 hxg4, 

intending S �xcS -'txcS 6 �e4 with a typical 
"good knight vs. bad bishop" scenario. 
2 �g4 iLxg4 3 hxg4 

The bishop exchange has emphasized 

3 ... f61! 
More solid was 3 .. J:b8, followed by ... 'ii'd7. 

4 1ilbSl 
With the inevitable plan of �a7-c6. Now 

Black can't play 4 ... �xe4? due to S 'ii'd3. 

4 ... 0.ti8 5 �a7 .:ta8 6 �c6 'ii'C7 7 �xcs bxcS 
S 'IId, 

Eyeing the as-pawn, with a huge posi­
tional advantage. 

Position 107 
B.lvkov-S.Kagan 
Petropolis I nterzonal 1973 

1 ... lt>g71 
Preparing 2 ... h6 and 3 ... iLgs to eliminate 

White's " good" bishop. 
2 :'fdl 

Here the restrictive 2 g3!? h6 3 h4 de­
seT\l'ed attention. 

2 ... h6 3 �bl i.gs 4 a3 
Getting on with the plan ofb3-b4. 

4 ... i.xe3 5 fxe3 be4 6 �xe4 
After 6 �xe4?! �xe4 7 .�xe4 �cS the 

knight clearly outshines the bishop. 
6 ... :f7 7 b4 axb4 8 axb4lDd7J 

Avoiding 8 ... �xe4?! 9 �xe4, when White 
gets closer to achieving c4-<S. In the game 
Black keeps the important cs-square under 

control, whereas the bishop isn't really do­
ing anything on e4. 

9 Jl.d3 
The aggressive 9 cS is well met by 

9 ... dxcS 10 d6 c6 11 bS lDb4 - Bartashnikov. 

9 ... naf8 
Black has no problems. 

Position 108 
M.Stolberg-M.Botvinnik 
USSR Championship. Moscow 1940 

Black's light square weaknesses, and his 1 ... 'W"d71 
next move makes things even worse. Preparing �fS in order to swap White's 
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good bishop. Besides which, there now ap­
pears the threat of ... i' -xh3. 
, 1411 

This weakens e4 for the rest of the 
game. 2 'it'c2? or 2 'it'bl? does nothing to 
stop 2 ... �xh3, but 2 f3 was more cautious, 
when 2 ... il..xh3? 3 gxh3 "'xh3 fails to 4 :af2! 
refuting the attacK. Thus Black should pre­
fer 2 .... liLfS with a slight advantage. 
2....tIS 

Also interesting was 2 .... liLxh3!? with a 
strong attack; e.g. 3 gxh3 W'xh3 4 lDbS 
·'LIe4!, preparing .. 1te6-g6. 
3 'ifC2 �e41 

Exploiting the protected square. White's 
next move makes things worse, but his 
game was difficult anyway. 
4 bS?J .i!.xd3 5 'it'xd3 li:lasI 6 lbg3 lbc4 7 .i!.Cl 

7 lLlxdS lbxdS B 'iwxc4 4Je3 9 . Ihe3 .:txe3 
is equally unappealing. 
7 •.• :tac8 8l:ta2 .li.f8 9 a4 ll.b4 

With strong pressure. 

Position 109 
A.Karpov-B.Parma 
Caracas 1970 

1 ild31 
By attacking the d6-pawn White pre­

pares 2 ir..f3 in order to swap bishops, after 
which the weaknesses on dS and d6 will 
become easier to exploit. The immediate 1 

.i.f3?! is less effective due to 1 ... e4! 2 i..e2 
dS with counterplay. 
l .. .IIldS, .t131 .txf3 

This helps White in activating the 
knight, so 2 ... g6 at once made sense. 
3lLlxf3 g6 4lLld2 lL'1C7?1 

4 ... fS seems preferable, preventing lLle4 
- Milic. 
S file. fileS 6 'lidS �g7 7 h3 fill6 S lilxl6 
�xf6 

Or B ... 'iWxf6 9 'Wb7 winning a pawn. 

Solutions 

9 'llte4 'bg7 10 l:tdS "-C7 11 f41 
Since the plan of tripling the major 

pieces would leave the c4-pawn in danger, 
Karpov prefers to open a new front on the 
kingside. 
11 ... ':e8 

Or 11 ... exf4 12 'iWd4+ 'it>gB 13 exf4, fol­
lowed by f4-fS with strong pressure. 

12 fxes dxes 13 cS 
Thanks to his strong passed pawn and 

more active pieces, White is better. 

Position 110 
Y.Estrin-K.Pytel 
Albena 1973 

1 ... .tbSI 
Getting rid ofthe bad bishop and reduc­

ing White's control over the light squares, 
in particular c4. The alternatives were less 
promising; e.g. 1 .. .f4?1 2 c4! or l...ltO?! 2 c41 
dXc4 3 ':xc4, in both cases with a slight 
edge for White. 
, .td3 

After 2 �xbS?1 axbS the weak pawn on 
c2 and the entry square on c4 are more 
relevant factors than the doubled b-pawns. 
2 ... �C4 3 h4? 

This sacrifice is hardly any correct, but 
White was short of active plans. 
3 ... gxh • •  ill. ilgsl S g3 hxg3 6 fxg3 l!17 7 
0.1,lIlc7 

The extra pawn will be decisive. 

Position 111 
S.Erenburg-S.Porat 
Ashdod 2004 

l .tgsl 
Intending .Jth4-g3 to swap Black's good 

bishop and prevent the ... lLlhS-f4 manoeu­
vre. The bishop transfer to g3 is indeed a 
common idea in this French structure. 
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1 ... 0-0 2 �h4 1ite7 
Black prepares ... e6-e5 in order to get rid 

of the backward pawn on e6. 
3 �g3 �xg3 4 hxg3 eS S dxes ttJxes 6 tiJxes 

6 �el?! is less accurate due to 6 ... ttJeg4!, 
intending .. :1tf7-hS with some initiative -
Erenburg. 
6 •.. 'I'xes 7 'iid2 ,iLfS S .ufel 

while after l lthd1?! ':xd7 2 l:xd7 'il'h4+! is 
a little annoying. 
l .. JbdS 2 l:tdl J::!.dS 

Preparing 3 ... 'it'd8 in the fight for the d­
file. Of course 2 ... Axdl 3 'il'xdl 'il'xb2?? 
failed to 4 "'dB mate. 
3 .l.f31 Axd1 4 'ti'xdl "e7 

Or 4 ..... xb2+?! S "g3 g6 6 .. d7 tr'xa3 7 

Thanks to the isolated pawn, White is 'il'xb7 tr'XCS B tr'xa6 with excellent winning 
slightly better. chances. 

Position 112 
J.H.DonnerpB.lvkov 
Santa Monica 1966 

1 ... hSI 
Preparing ... wh7 and .. ih6 in order to 

swap the "bad" bishop for the "good" one. 
2 lit.c2 

The immediate 2 lUa4 permits the an­
noying 2 ... ,iLbS!. 
2 .... ;wh7 3 lit.fcl �h6 4 �xh6 �xh6 5 ttJa4 
l:xc2J 6 1:Xc2l:cS 

Black manages to swap the rooks before 
White puts a knight on b6. 
7 l:xc8 lbxcS S 'it'gl 

Or B t!:lac3 as, followed by ... bS-b4, just 
like in the game. 
S ... bS 9 ttJac3 b4J 

Fixing the b3-pawn on a light square. 
10 ttJbl �bS 11 ttJCl ttJb6 

Preparing ... lDd7-CS with a clear advan­
tage. Evidently the dark-squared bishop is 
missing in the white camp. 

Position 113 
I.Hellsten-E.Djing.rov. 
Menton 2003 

1 l:txd8+J 
Swapping the four rooks in order to em­

phasize Black's "bad" bishop. less clear was 
1 'it'd2?! es! or 1 :d6?! .u.xd6 2 cxd6 es!, 
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5 114 0>1811 
S .. .f6 was preferable, when 6 'i'd3 fol­

lowed by .1..dl-b3 keeps the advantage. 

6 'IIId31 h611 7 'IIh7 'IIhO. 8 g3 'IId8 
Or B ... 'it'xh2+ 9 .�g2 and 'i'hB-bB decides. 

9 'iihS+ <be7 10 "xg7 'iid2+ 11 �e2 as 12 
'lido 

White is winning. 

Position 114 
M.N.jdorf-Y.Averb.kh 
Candidates Tournament, Zurich 1953 

1 ·Zld31 
Keeping the knight in order to avoid a 

"good knight vs. bad bishop" scenario. In­

stead, the game continued 1 ':':'d2? lQC4 2 
j:.el .iLxb4! 3 cxb4?! ttJa3 4 �b3 lObS S e3 
:C2 6 a4lDd6 7 as bS! B nO .1:.cB and Black 
had a huge advantage thanks to the terrible 
bishop on el. 

1 .. .tDC4 
After 1 ... :xO?! 2 llxb6 White obtains 

some counterplay. 
2 l:tfcl 

Preparing <bf"l-el-dl with a worse, but 

far from lost endgame. 

Position 115 
I.Helisten-I.Pier. 
Madrid 2001 

l 1ile41 



Swapping the knight on f6 in order to 
facilitate an attack. Also interesting is 1 
I1e6!? liJc7 2 :xf6! exf6 3 �e4 'ilt'g7 4 �xf6+ 
¢'h8 5 �xhS with an attack. 
1 ... Q)xe4 2 'ii'Xe4 ng7 3 ii'h4 

Another good option is 3 'iii'g2!? followed 
by 4 l1hl. 
3" ,1i:lb4 4.to4 il'g4 

Black manages to exchange queens, at 
the cost of a weak pawn on g4. 
5 "irxg4 hxg4 6 a31 Q)a6 7 .J&.f5 

Preparing 8 l:1.e4 with a huge advantage. 

Position 11 6 
RJ.Fischer-O.Panno 
Buenos Aires 1970 

1 Jl.h61 
Exchanging the defender on g7 as a first 

step to an attack on Black's king. 
1 .. ,1ild7 2 il'gsl 

Installing the double threat of 3 '1Wxe7 
and 3 .*-xg7 ¢1xg7 4 Q)hS+. 
2 ••• 11xel 3 l1xel �xh6 4 'ii'xh6 .ueS 5 l%xeS+ 
'ilxc8 6 hSl 'l!fdS 7 Ii:lgs 1i:l18 8 Jl..411 

A fantastic move that finishes off Black's 
resistance. 
S •• :flfe7 

After 8 ... dxe4 9 �3xe4 the knight enters 
decisively on f6. 
9 Q)xh71 Q)xh7 10 hxg6 fxg6 

Or 10 ... �f8 11 g7 Q)g6 12 .1iI:.xg6 fxg6 13 
'i'h8+ etc. 
11 Jl.xg6li:lgS 12 Ii:lhsl 

Thanks to the previous sacrifice, the 
knight reaches the square it was dreaming 
about: f6. 
12 .. ,Q)f3+ 13 o;t>g2 Q)h4+ 14 'it'g3 Q)xg6 15 
1i:l16+1 "'17 16 il'h7+ 

In view of the mate, Black resigned. 

Solutions 

Position 11 7 
P .Keres-M. Taimanov 
USSR Championship, Moscow 19S1 

1 Q)e41 
Exchanging the main defender of Black's 

kingside. 
1 ... Q)xe4 

The desirable 1 ... Q)bd7 Ioses material af· 
ter 2 Gxd6 l:1.xe2 3 �xc8 �xb2 4 l:Oxa7. 
2 l:lxe4 :xe4 3 'fItxe4 'it'h6?1 

After 3 ... g6 4 'ilt'd4 f6 S h4!, preparing h4-
hS, Black is also under pressure, but in the 
game he will suffer more. 
41i:lgsl Jl.d6 

Aware that 4 ... g6? failed to S l:Oxf7, Black 
offers the h7-pawn. However, Keres just 
gets on with the attack. 
S h41 1ild7 6 'ilfS li:l16 7 Jl.xf6 gxl6 

If 7 ... 'ii'xf6 8 '1Ifxh7+ 'it;>f8, then 9 l:te1! g6 
10 l:Oxf7! with a quick win - Keres. 
S Q)xf71 'WiCl 

Or 8 ... ¢'xf7 9 '1Ifd7+ ¢'g8 10 '1Ifxd6 etc. 
9 'it'xh7+ 

Even stronger was 9 l:Oxd6! '1Ifxd1+ 10 
¢1h2 I1C7 11 'ii'e6+ with a quick mate. 
9 ... �S 10 ttJxd6 'i'xdl+ 11 'itr>h2 '''xd5 12 
tdxb7 tt'e5+ 13 g3 

Wh ite soon won. 

Position 118 
M.Kazarian-J.Hellsten 
Ambato 2009 

1 ... ii.e41 
To exchange the defender on g2. 

1 ... tde4!? is another good move, though not 
as energetic as the text. 
2 1i:l13 

After 2 f3 .t.dS White ends up with a 
weak pawn on g3. 

2 ... 'i'f5 3 �e5 ii.xg2 4 �xg2 tDd5 5 �f3? 
After S l::!:de1 l::tae8 Black keeps the pres-
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sure, but now he is able to proceed with a 
direct attack 
s ... :e61? 

A more static plus is obtained by S ... I1.e2 
6 YdelliJe3+ 7 'ilt'xe3 lIxe3 8 II.xe3 'ilt'dS. 
6 lIde1?l lLlf4+1 7 gxf4 lIg6+ S liJgs 

The only move. 
8 ... .t.xf4 9 ilb1 iI.g5+ 10 wf3 l!f6 

With a decisive attack 

Position 119 
S.Garcia Martinez-V.Smysloy 
Sochi 1974 

1 1Ob41 
In order toswap the defender on c6. 

1 . ..lLlxb4 2 'ilhb4 'iPaS 
After 2 ... 'iPa7 3 liJd4!, with ideas like 

liJc6+ and 1:Ib3. Black is in trouble. 

3 lIC31 1:1xf4 4 �xa61? 
A tempting sacrifice to intensify the at­

tack, although given Black's resource on 
move 5. Rybka suggests 4 liJd2. preparing 
the same sacrifice. 

4 ... 'iIi'xdl+ 5 q.,a2 bxa6? 
Black overlooks s ... 1i'dS! 6 Wb6 '::xe4, 

when White has to settle for a draw by 7 
SiibS. followed by .as-C7-as. 
6 ilb6 >tb7 

Preparing to meet 7 1:IC7 by 7 ... lIb8. 
However, White has a much stronger op­
tion a t his disposal. 
7 liJaSl lIbS S liJc61 'it'gl 

The only move. 
9 '.itxgl �xc6 10 ltxc6 l:tb7 11 'it'e3 :g4 12 
II.cS+ nbS 13 'Ilt'C3 

Black resigned. 

Position 120 
V.Kotronias-A.Baburin 
Calvia Olympiad 2004 

1 >th41 
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Swapping the main defender of Black's 
kingside. In contrast. after 1 liJh4?! .c8! 2 
0·0-0 llJa6 Black defends - Kotronias. 
l ... bxcS 

Or 1 .. .fxg4 2 .Jtxe7 .xe7 3 lOgs l:.xf4 4 
liJxh7, when both 4 ... llfS s liJf6+! ':xf6 6 "'2 
and 4 . ..lud7 5 'ilt'xg6+ "'g7 6 'iIi'e6+ 'itf7 7 
1II'h6! lead to a winning attack - Kotronias. 
2 �xe7 '.ihe7 3 liJgs 

Now that Black's dark-squared bishop is 
gone, this knight cannot be exchanged. 
3 ... cxd4 4 lIxh7 'ili'b4 5 q.,e21 

This quiet move connects the rooks with 
decisive effect Black resigned in view of 
S ... 'itxC3 6 'ilr'xC3 dXc3 7 ':ahl and the mate 
is inevitable. 

Position 121 
A.Beliavsky-E.Gufeld 
Novosibirsk 1976 

1 1Od51 
Eliminating the main defender of Black's 

kings ide. Less promising is 1 .Jth6? liJxe4! 2 
liJxe4 nxd4 or 1 �2?! It.xC3! 2 bxC3 "'xC3 
with counterplay. 
1 ... lOxdS 2 exds "'b7? 

Underestimating White's attack. Correct 
was 2 .... JteS 3 "f2 lIf8! 4 'ilth4 1:.f7 with 
chances for a defence. 
3 ilh2 Wl7 

After 3 ... h6 4 �xh6 both 4 ... i!.xd4 5 
:xd4! llxd4 6 i.e3, followed by 7 'ilth7+, and 
4 ... .:xd4 5 lIdel! �es 6 ':xes dxeS 7 'ilr'xes 
lead to a white win. The text Black prepares 
to meet 4 .xh7? with 4 ... 11h8; however, 
there is a better of way of capturing on h7. 
4 "'f4+1 q.,gS 5 :C:xh71 'i'xds 

This loses material. but s ... �xh7 failed 
to 6 '1i'f7 with the inevitable 7 l:1:hl+ next. 
6 ':xg7+1 'iPxg7 7 liJfS+ �xfS S 'i!i'h6+ otm 9 

':xdS �XC2+ 10 q.,al 
White soon won the game. 



Position 122 
N.Zhukova·A.Korotylev 
Wijk aan lee 2005 

Solutions 

If 2 ... lOcS. then 3 it.xf7 �xf7 4 it.gs '1Ifh8 
5 .i.e3! and. the threat of 6 it.d4 decides. 
3 i.xf7 "'x17 4 it.e51 

Now in order to avoid 5 l:tg7+. Black has 
1 :c.adll to give up material. 

Eyeing the d6-pawn and keeping an the 4 ••. dxe5 5 'it"xd7+..tf"B 6 ':'g5 
pieces on the board. Instead. the game con- With a strong attack and an extra ex-
tinued l lOd2? liJxd2 2 '

.
xd2 i.xg2 3 'Otr>xg2 change, White is winning. 

es! (in the absence of white defenders, 
Black proceeds with a kingside attack) 4 
it.O?! (better was 4 l:tfdl followed by -.0. 
':d2 and :tadl, mobilizing the pieces -
Ftacnik) 4 ... 'i'e6 5 'ii'a2 f4! 6 f3 dS! 7 cxdS 
liJxdS 8 l:[fb1 c4 9 i.d2 fxg3 10 hxg3 e4! (a 
decisive breakthrough) 11 i.b4 IIf7 12 b6 
axb6 13 axbG l:te8 14 .i.as lbe3+ 15 �f2 
exf3 16 exf3 'ilt'e4! 17 �gl ftxf3 arrl White 
resigned. 

1 ... e5 2 Q)h4 g6 
Parrying the threat of 3 lOxfS l:.xfS 4 

it.xe4. 
3 f31ilgS 4 03 

Thanks to his bishop pair White is 
slightly better and, in contrast to the ga me 
continuation. his king is completely safe. 

Position 123 
K.Urban-J.Dworakowska 
European Championship, 
Warsaw 2005 

1 Jl.hSI 
Intending 2 i.xf7 to swap the main de­

fender of Black's king. 
1 ••• J:td7 

After 1 ... .i.xc4 2 i.xf7 �xf7 3 it.gs White 
wins on the spot - Roiz. 
2 l:tel!? 

The most methodical choice. The direct 2 
hf7 'Otr>xf7 3 iLxd6 was equally strong; e.g. 
3 ... �xc4 4 'ii'f4! with ideas like iLes and 
J:tg5. 
2 ... Sl.XC4 

Position 124 
A.Kundin-A.Rabinovich 
Israeli Team Championship 2002 

1 Jl.bSI 
Intending 2 it.c6 to swap off the fi­

anchettoed bishop. 
1 •• .J:lh6? 

1...lOh7 was preferable. connecting the 
rooks, although after 2 iLc6 ':c8 3 iLxb7+ 
'it'xb7 4 'i'd2 White wins the d6-pawn with 
a decisive advantage. 
2 it.c6 a6 

Or 2 ... l1g6 3 lbxd6!, with the idea 
3 ... .:xd6 4 it.xd6 'it'xd6 5 i.xb7+ wxb7 6 'it'c8 
mate - Kundin. 
3 it.xb7+ 1hb7 4 lOxd6 'it'd7 5 "i'C4 

With an extra pawn and a strong attack. 
White won without any problems. 

Position 125 
J.Helisten-P. Vernersson 
Norrk6ping 1998 

1 "ilt'd21 
Preparing iLgs in order to eliminate the 

defender on f6. and simultaneously creat­
ing the threat of 2 it.f4. winning the ex­
change. 
1 ... lIh6 

If Black tries to avoid the bishop ex­
change by 1 ... 'i'a3 2 it.gs iLg7. then 3 ':bl! 
with the double threat of 4 l:tb3 and 4 

l:xb7. 
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2 j<gs j<xgs 
After 2 ... lt'ldS 3 iLxdS exdS 4 'i'f4! iLxgs 

5 It'lxgs iLfS 6 Ite7 White enjoys a strong 
attack. 
3 'i'xgs It'lfS 4 hxg6 hxg6 S g41 

Dislodging the knight to gain access to 
the h6-square. 
S .•. lLlg7 6 'ilh6 'l'd6 7 IPg21 

Simpler than 7 4JgS?! '-f4. 
7 ... �a4 8 Uhl <ti8 9 .:tde1 

In view of the inevitable 10 'it'hS+, Black 
resigned. 

Position 126 
E.Gleizerov-V.Nevostrujev 
Tomsk 1998 

1 �xhS gxhs 2 �h61 
Using some minor tactics White ma n­

ages to swap off the fianchettoed bishop. 
less convincing is 2 'i'xhS?! iLeS! 3 'ii'f3 
�rjj aoo Black defends pretty well. 
2 .. ,[oc6 

Obviously 2...�xh6? failed to 3 iDf6+, 
while other bishop moves permit 3 :fS+. 
Finally, if 2...�g4. then 3 'it'd3 intending 
3 ... 11es 4 �xg7 q"xg7 5 l:I.f7+! with a strong 
attack - Huzman. 
3 j<xg7 lPxg7 4 'il13 

Again 4 'it'xhS?! �eS followed by ... �g6 
was less convincing for White, but 4 b3! 
activating the rook on b1 seems very 
strong; e.g. 4 ... axb3 5 lhb3. eyeing both b7 
and g3, while the al-hS diagonal becomes 
available to the queen. 
4 ... :'es S 'i'f7+ ;i(h8 6 It'lce3 It'ld4? 

Missing 6 ... �e6! 7 'ii'xb7 "c8 with 
equality - Gleizerov. 
7 lLlf6 I::e7 8 ..-xhS �e8 9 'i'h4 �g6 10 nbel 
l:t17 11 1iledS 

With all his pieces mobilized, White en­
joys a strong attack. 
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Position 127 
V.Korchnoi-M.Taimanov 
USSR Championship. R iga 19S8 

1 .. :lfgSI 
Forking the enemy queen and knight in 

order to force a queen exchange, thus pre­
empting a potential white attack. Also in­
teresting is 1...�a6!?, swapping the at­
tacker on d3. 
2 'ilt'xgs hxgs 3 �g3 �a61 

The exchange of bishops will make the 
es·pawn more vulnerable. 
4 �xa6 rIxa6 S It'lde4?1 

Preferable was S llJc4 l:.dS 6 ltd1 Ha7 7 
�xdS! exds 8 lt'le3! with chances for a draw. 
S ... l:dSI 6 lLlxgs It'lxes 

Thanks to his sounder pawn structure 
Black is better in the endgame. 

Position 128 
J.Timman-L.Ljubojevic 
Tilburg 1981 

1 iLxc61 
Preparing 2 �es to swap the attacker on 

<7. 
1 ... bxc6 

After 1..:W-xc6?! 2 l:t.C1 'ilid7 3 'ii'd4, fol­
lowed by 4 J:.fdl. the ds-pawn turns into a 
problem for Black As for the unexpected 
1 ... lt'lgS!?, White could react by 2 It'les bxc6 
3 ':c1 with pressure on the c6-pawn. 
2 �es! 'WIfe7 3 i:.xc7 

The intermediate 3 'tItd4!?, followed by 4 
�,xc7. might have been more precise. 
3 ... 'it'xc7 4 "-d4 .:te8 S litfC1 'W'd6 

Parrying the threats of6 bS and 6 'W'xdS. 
6 tileS 

Thanks to the eternal weakness on c6. 
White keeps a slight advantage. 



Position 129 
E.lobron·K.Hulak 
Yerevan Olympiad 1996 

1 .. :l'e21 
Preparing a queen exchange in order to 

finish off White's attack 
2 1IIh4 1IIg41 3 1!ixg4 

Or 3 'it'f2?! lLx:i3. heading for f4 with 
strong counterplay. 
3 ... lUxg4 4 l:I:g3 lUes 

Now Black ts simply better thanks to his 
extra pawn. Without queens on the board, 
White's kingside attack is unlikely to suc­
ceed. 
5 h4l:tac8 6 hS iLe2 7 h6 g6 

Preparing ... tafd7 with a better game. 

Position 130 
T.Narmontas-V.Sergeev 
Warsaw (rapid) 2007 

1 ... lbxe4 2 'i'xe4 'i'dSI 
forcing a queen exchange that will fin­

ish off White's attack once and for all. 
3 'i'xdS cxdS 4 gxh6 gxh6 5 :tg1 ..t;>h7 

Preparing ... l:tc8. with a slight edge for 
Black thanks to his sounder pawn structure. 

Position 131 
M.lllescas Cordoba-O.Korneev 
Spanish Team Championship 2004 

1 ... iLxe41 
Swapping off the dangerous knight be­

fore it enters at f6. 1...Itad8?! is less advis­
able due to 2 taf6+!. when 2 ... gxf6 3 exf6 
leaves Black without a defence against 4 
"lih6. 
2 .i.xe4 Itad8 3 iLC3 fSI? 

Black is ready to alter the pawn struc­
ture in order to get some counterplay. 
4 .i.a 

Solutions 

Or 4 exf6.i.xf6. with ... l:td7-d2 as a plan. 
4 • ..I;)g6 5 g3 >1.18 

With both white bishops being reo 

stricted, Black has no major problems in the 
endgame. 
6 :tdl lbdl 7 llxdl lUe7 8 litxd8 'i'xd8 

Intending ... lL'lc6-d4 with counterplay. 

Position 132 
O.Kinnmark-M. Tal 
Stockholm 1961 

1 'i'C71 
Forcing a queen exchange in order to 

neutralize Black's attack and transpose to 
an endgame with extra material. 
1 .. .1xg2 

Or 1 ... 'i'xc7 2 d6+ and White reaches his 
goal. 
2 d6+ �h8 

After 2 .... �e6?! 3 tDe3 �xc4 4 'iVxc8 l:txc8 
S lUxC4 White is winning - Kinnmark 
3 lbg3 .i.xh3 4 'i'xc8 Uxc8 5 � iLd7 6 
.z:te21 e4 

Black gives up a pawn to prevent ':eb2-
b8 with further simplifications. 
7 lL\xe4 �es+ 8 o:;Pgl 

Not 8 Wxg2? lDxe4 9 nxe4 .ic6 and 
Black recovers the exchange. 
8 ... lbxe4 9 nxe4 �xd6 10 Udl .J1i.fS ll .i.e6! 

Forcing favourable exchanges. 
11 ... �xe6 12 Uxe6 �f8 13 :txa6 

White is winning. 

Position 133 
J.Gustafsson-Z.Gyimesi 
Internet (bl itz) 2006 

1 .�g41 
Swapping off the powerful bishop on 

h3. less appealing is 1 l1e1?! 'i'f6! 2 .Jtf3 
lL'lgs with an initiative for Black 
1 .. ixfl? 
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Correct was 1 ... �xg4 2 'i'xg4 g6 avoid­
ing any problem with 3 LDfS. which can now 
be met by 3 ... 'W'e6. 
2 �xc8l:txc8 3 'W'xfl? 

The intermediate 3 LDfs! won on the 
spot; e.g. 3 .. :ii'e6 4 "g4 g6 s LDe7+. 
3 ••• 'iII'd7 4 13 /;ld6 S �a3 'illS 6 "IId3 /;lxd4 7 
Wxd4 

White has a more active game. 

Position 134 
J.Ambroz-F.Gheorghiu 
Baile Herculane 1982 

' •.• 'ild71 
Securing the exchange of at least one of 

the attackers on es and gS. L.LDxC3 2 bxC3 
LDe4 is less convincing due to 3 .:i.xe4 . Ihe4 
(not 3 ... �xgS? 4 f4! .:i.xe4 5 fxgS with a 
strong attack) 4 .�xe7 the7 5 �fel and 
White keeps the initiative. 
2 �xe7 

After 2 i.h6? LDxes 3 dxes LDxC3 Black 
achieves favourable exchanges. 
2 ... 1Itxe7 3 lDe4 �g7 

Avoiding 3 ... LDxes?! 4 dxes with interest­
ing destinies forthe white knight on d6 and 
16. 
4 a3 t;ls16 S /;lg3 "IId6 

Also possible was s .. .:ted8, avoiding 
White's next move. 
6 "IIh6+11 �g8 7 'ill'14 'ill'07 

Black has no problems. 

Position 135 
H.Groetz-A.Rychagov 
Agios Kirykos 2009 

1 ... lDxC31 
Preparing a "defensive" bishop ex­

change on a4. In the game Rychagov pre­
ferred L.ttac8, when 2 LDe4! "0 3 tOcs 
would have yielded White some initiative. 
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2 bXc3 iLa41 3 nd3 
3 .it.xh7+!? �xh7 4 "'hS+ ¢:>g8 5 .:td3 f6! 

leads to perpetual check; e.g. 6 11g3 fxes 7 
:'xg7+!? �xg7 8 iLh6+ ¢:>h8! 9 .:i.gs+! 'ittg8 -
Baburin. 

3 ... il.XC2 4 'l'XC2 �d71 
Challenging the strong knight on eS. 

5 l:.h3 g6 6 �f4LDxes 7 iLxe5 'l'c6 
Black has no major problems; e.g. 8 

'i'd2?! f6 9 'ilfh6 ':f7. easily repelling the 
attack. 

Position 136 
B.Predojevic-E.Dearing 
Calvia Olympiad 2004 

1 ... �xf3+1 
Swapping the powerful bishop, which is 

vital for White's attack. Instead, the game 
continued 1...iLd6? 2 .�e4! LDf4 3 'i'fl LDed3 
4 LDb3! (heading for as) 4 ...... f6?! 5 .:i.xf4! 
LDxf4 6 LDas "gs (or 6 ... c6 7 .:i.xc6! bxc6 8 
"'a6+ with mate) 7 it.xb7+ �b8 8 'i'a6 and 
Black resigned in view of the inevitable 
LDas-c6+. Also dubious is 1...LDd3?! 2 LDb3 
'ii'f6 3 .1:Idl with a strong initiative . 
• t;lx13 "1116 3 .\fl.b. 'ill'ls 

White does not have sufficient compen­
sation for the pawn - Erenburg. 

Position 137 
R.Teichmann-O.Bernstein 
St. Petersburg 1909 

l .iI.1 
Swapping the active enemy bishop in 

order to seize the long diagonal with the 
queen. 
1 ... �xf2 

After L.iLes? 2 f4 the bishop leaves the 
board under worse conditions; e.g. 2 .. if6 3 
LDxf6 �xf6 4 'i'C3+ with a strong attack. 
2 l::txf2 'ifas 3 "'e21 f6 4 'llfb2 �f8 



Black is just one move from dislodging 
the knight by ... 0-c6; however ... 
S g41 h6 

White's idea was to meet s ... c6 by 6 
tDxf6! lbf6 7 gS. 
6 h4gS 7 141 

Insisting on the g4-gS idea. 
7 ... gxh48 tDxf61 :f1 9 g5 

White has a decisive attack. 

Position 138 
V.Milov-V.Kotronias 
Gibraltar 2009 

1 i.xd41 
Eliminating Black's most active piece, af­

ter which his underdeveloped queenside 
will become more notable. 1 l:I.adl?! tDc2 
was less convincing. 
1 .. �xd4 2 Ibel e3 3 11f41 

With the double threat of 4 llxd4 and 4 
tte4. 
3 ••• l!d8 4 h3 

The simple 4 ltdl!? looks strong as well. 
4 ... i.C3 

The prophylactic 4 ... whB can be met by 5 
tDe4 g6 6 'iWh6! iLg7 7 'ili'xg7+! 'ir'xg7 B f6+ 
'i'xf6 9 1tJxf6 and White wins - Scherbakov. 
5 lte41 'ilff6 6 lt1xe3 

With the decisive threat of 7 l:I.eB+. 
White won just a few moves later. 

Position 139 
M.Flores Rios-I.Helisten 
Santiago 2006 

1 lIdc11 
Trying to exchange, or at least dislodge 

the active black rook. 
1 .. 'ud2 

Or 1....l:.xcl 2 :xcl �.d6 3 tDa4!, heading 
for cS or b6, when 3 ... iLxf4? fails to 4 'llfxf4. 
2 tDC4 J:td3 3 b51 

Solutions 

The game instead continued 3 tDes? 
ltxa3 4 'llfC4 hS with complications. By 3 b S  
White just sends his passed pawns forward 
with a clear advantage. 

Position 140 
F.Urkedal-I.Hammer 
Norwegian Championship, 
Bergen 2009 

1 ':C5? 
A bad decision since the white rook was 

far more active than its black counterpart. 
Besides, the pawn structure now becomes 
damaged. The tempting 1 l:I.C7?! leads no· 
where after 1 ... iLxes 2 fxes tDdS, but 1 a4! 
was a much stronger option, when both 
1 . ..tbxa4? 2 J:cB+ iLf8 3 ltJd7 and 1 ... .c.xb4 2 
as iLxes 3 axb6! :c.xb6 4 (xeS win material 
for White. Thus Black should prefer l ... :c.dS 
2 as tDd7 3 ltC7! tDxes 4 fxes :c.bS 5 ':xe7 
with just a slight edge for White - Baburin. 
1 ... .:)(C5 2 bXc5 �a4 3 �d3 

Perhaps White had planned 3 c6 and 
only now realized that 3 .... liLxeS leaves Black 
with a sound extra pawn after 4 (xeS bxc6. 
3 .• .i<b21 

Forcing the exchange of White's more 
active minor piece. 
4 liJxb2 tDxb2 

With ideas like ... lbd3 and ... wf7·e6·dS. 
Black soon won. 

Position 141 
M.Savic-R.Fontaine 
Serbian Team Championship 2005 

1 �.fll 
Swapping the light-squared bishops in 

order to gain access to the c4 and c6 
squares. less convincing is 1 '::'cB?! AxcB 2 
�.xc8 �CS 3 tDxes li:lxe4 with equality. 
1 .. �xf1 2 Wxfl ttJC5 3 ':c4 
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As a result of the bishop exchange, the 
a4-pawn has become exposed. 
3 ... i.g7 4 .:t.e11 

Preparing .:t.e3 to eliminate the de­
fender on c5. 
4. .. fS 5 exfs gxfs 6 .:t.e3 1:.c8 7 hSI 

Vacating the h4-square for the knight. 
7 ... e4?1 

This loses a pawn. More prudent was 
7 ... i.f6 Bl:tb4l:tc6 with chances for a draw. 
8 l!Jh4 i.bl 9 lbxfS l:tf8 10 g4 i.xa3 11 i.xes 
i.xes 1l l:txa4 

With a sound extra pawn White won. 

Position 142 
J.Leira-D.Cruz 
Compos tela 1993 

l lte11 
Seizing the open file and eyeing the 

weak es-square. White doesn't fear the ex­
change on d3 since the knight is Black's 
most active piece. 

In the game he unnecessarily safe­
guarded his bishop by 1 i.c2? and after 
1...lOe6 2 'i'd2 f4! Black achieved some 
counterplay by attacking the gs-pawn. 
l ... lbxd3 

Or 1....!fje6 2 'i'd2 f4 3 1:.es!, followed by 
l:.ael with a strong initiative - Zlotnik. The 
3 :ctes! move is the one that White didn't 
have time to play in the game, due to the 
tempo loss caused by 1 iLc2? 
1 'iiixd3 f4 3 l:.esl 

Preventing ... iLfS and preparing 1:.ael 
with a better game, thanks to the control of 
the e-fi1e and the superior knight. 

Position 143 
M.Botvinnik-V.Ragozin 
Moscow 1947 

1.,,!2Je41 
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In view of his space disadvantage, Black 
searches for piece exchanges. Instead, the 
game continued 1 ... lDes? 2 l:.ael .:t.cB 3 
.:t.d4 .:t.d7 4 f4 ttJg6 5 g4! (preparing g4-gS 
to exploit the cramped position of the black 
pieces) s ... 'i'dB? (S .. .'iPhB was a lesser evil, 
vacating gB for the knight - Botvinnik) 6 g5 
.!fjg4 7 'itd2 with the decisive threat of h2-
h3. and White soon won. 
l ll)Xe4 

Or 2 iLd3 lDxC3 3 .:t.xh7+ �h8 4 bxC3 

ft4 5 .�,d3 l!Jes with quite some activity 
for the pawn. 
1 ... 'i!kxe4 

Both with or without queens. Black's 

task has eased considerably. After the de­
parture of its colleague, the remaining 
knight has more squares to choose from, 
such as f6, eS and cS. 

Position 144 
P.Wolff·J.Fedorowicz 
US Championship. Los Angeles 1991 

1 "lff.1 
An excellent decision. By swapping the 

active enemy queen White avoids an attack 
and transposes to a superior endgame. 
1 ... 'i!ixf2 1 Uxfl i.xd3 3 exd3 

Despite the opposite-coloured bishops, 
White has a significant advantage since his 
bishop is much stronger. 
3 ... il.d8 

Or 3 ... 0-0 4 lila! l:txc2 5 �XC2 l:tcB+ 6 
'it'b3 axb2 7 l:tbl! and there soon emerges a 
dangerous passed pawn on the a-file. 
41:.e2 Axe2 5 Wxe2 axbl 6 l:bll We7 

Equally unsattsfactory is 6 .. �b6 7 l:txb2 
�C5 B a3! or 6 ... lilgB 7 g3 h S  B l:txb2 h4 9 
':xb4 hxg3 10 hxg3 ':xg3 11l:tb7 - Wolff. 
7 1bbl .:t.as 8 liJb31 

With the strong threat of 9 <ita4. win­
ning the b4-pawn. White later won. 



Position 145 
V.Hort·L.Popov 
Varna 1969 

1 �g31 
Avoiding pieces exchanges in order to 

keep the enemy position cramped. In con­
trast, after 1 .i:.h6 lt:'!xe4! 2 i.xe4 .i\.d7 or 1 f4 
It:'!xe4 2 i.xe4 exf4 3 hf4 .t.d7, followed by 
... 'Wb6(C7), Black completes development 
and connect his rooks with a decent game. 
1 ... �d7 

If 1 ... .i.d7, White can choose between 
the simple 2 f4 exf4 3 .llxf4, followed by 
Uae1, and the more concrete 2 lDxes!? dxeS 
3 d6. 
2 JiI.h6 

Creating some additional pressure be­
fore going f2-f4. 
2 ... .i.h4 3 lDe4 lL1f6 4 f41 

A strong blow that exploits the lack of 
coordination in Black's camp. 
4 ... lDxe4 S .i.xe4 exf4 6 lDxf4 ""ga 

Parrying the threat of 7 i,xg6, but 
White's greater piece activity proves deci· 
sive anyway. 
7 Uf31 nea a l:afll lbe4 9 .i.xg7 <;t-xg7 10 
lLIhS+1 

In view of 10 ... gxhS 11 11f7+ wh8 12 'ifh6 
with a quick ma te, Black resigned. 

Position 146 
A.Groszpeter·M.Sub. 
Kecskemet 1979 

1 ••• :.tdSI 
Eliminating the more active of White's 

bishops. 
:2 iLxd5+ "xdS 3 0-0-0 

Quite an unnatural place for the king, 
but after 3 0-0 lLId4 4 lL1xd4 cxd4, followed 
by ... lLIc6, the absence of the fianchettoed 
bishop leaves him rather unprotected on gl. 

Solutions 

3 ... �d41 
Seizing the centre and vacating c6 for 

the other knight. 
4 �e3 'liI'd7 S �C3 �bc6 6 <bbl bS 7 J:!dfl 
Jilas 

Black has a clear initiative. 

Position 147 
Y. Yakovich-M.Makarov 
Russian Championship, E l ista 2001 

1 Ua11 
Turning down the rook exchange in 

view of his space advantage. Besides, the 
white rook has more prospects on al than 
its colleague on e8, such as llal-a6, attack­
ing the b6-pawn. 
1 ... �hS 

The desirable 1...I:.a8? fails to 2 l:xa8+ 
.!!ixa8 3 lL1bs. 
2 'liI'12 �14?1 

Preferable was 2...lLlhf6 with a waiting 
game. 
3 .i.e3?! 

3 .i.xg7! was even stronger, when both 
3.� �xg7 4 'W'd4+ and 3 ... lLlh3+ 4 gxh3 wxg7 
S 'Wd4+ lbf6 6 Ua6 1ead to a decisive advan­
tage - Rabinovich. 

3 ... lDe6 4tt:xtSI it.xdS S cxdslDg5 6 i.bSI 
Stepping up the pressure. 

6 .• J:l.18 7 J:l.C1 'liI'd8 
At this point 8 h4 lLIh7 9 'i'g3] won a 

pawn, and most likely the game as well -
Rabinovich. 

Position 148 
A.Karpov-J.Timman 
Amsterdam 1991 

1 JilI41 
Speeding up his development and sup­

porting the further rlea of lLId6. Now if 
Black swaps on f4, his active knight disap-
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pears and White's remaining bishop on b3 
becomes very strong. 
1 ... Was?! 

Indeed, after 1...lLlxf4?! 2 'i'xf4 �xe4 
(other moves run into 3 lLld6) 3 Axe4 White 
is much better thanks to his strong bishop 
and the weakness on f7. A better try might 
be 1...J�.xe4!? 2 lhe4 11fas - Aagaard, when 
3 l:dl l:ad8 4 Aed4 seems to keep the ad­
vantage. 
2 1ild61 JLxd6 

Or 2 ... 'lifb4 3 iLxdS cxdS 4 a3 'jIxb2 5 
'i'xdS with a clear edge - Karpov. 
3 exd6 1IfeS? 

This lets the d-pawn advance, but after 
3 .. .ttad8 4 :'ad1 that pawn should also tell 
in the long run. 
4 l:xeS+ :'xeS S $l.xdS! cxdS 6 d7! ne7 

After 6 ... l:d8 7 'i'e3! h6 8 'fIfe8+ Qo>h7 9 
b4! 'W'b6 10 l:c1 f6 11 'ile7 the threat of 12 
�C7 decides. 
7 :'el %bd7 S ':'eS+ lIdS 9 b4! 'ilib6 10 iLc7 

White is winning. 

Position 149 
D.Bronstein-M.Botvinnik 
World Championship (game 16). 
Moscow 1951 

1 •.• JLxf41 
Eliminating the strong knight on f4 and 

preparing 2 .... iLhS, to simplify into an end­
ing with a good knight vs. a bad bishop. 
2 exf4 iihS! 3 'ffa3 

If 3 il.g2, declining the bishop exchange, 
then 3 ..... a8, preparing ...... a2 and ... .:ta8-a3 
with strong pressure. Also after 3 il.xe4 
dXe4, followed by ... il.f3+ and .. .'1i'hS-h3, 
Black obtains a strong attack - Botvinnik. 
3, .. :i.xf3+ 4 Itxf3 Itg7 

Mission accomplished; the knight clearly 
outshines the bishop. 
S �g2 'iIId8 6 11<11 'iII16 7 11d3 hSI 
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By the threat ... hS-h4, Black provokes a 
new weakness. 
8 h4 �g8 9 I:d1 'iIIg7 10 'iII13 II<h6 11 11<g2 
naS! 

With 12 ... .ti.a2+ coming up, Black is 
clearly better. 

Position 150 
F.Berkes-R.Ducic 
Bosnian Team Championship 2002 

1 1ilxd71 
Initiating favourable exchanges in order 

to install an eternal knight on eS. 
1, .. '1i'xd7?! 

Preferable was 1...il.xd7 2 lLles lLlf6!, fol­
lowed by ... .it.e8 and ... ltJd7 to challenge the 
white knight. although 3 'l'C3 preparing b3-
b4 keeps some advantage. 
2 lLles 'iWe7 3 :i.xe41 

Swapping the last piece capable of chal­
lenging White's knight. 
3 .. .fxe4 4 eS 

From now on White is better on the 
whole board, tha nks to his powerful knight. 
4 .. ,iLhS?! S g4 iLeS 6 �g2 wgS 7 l:abl 'i'C7 
S ltd2 iLd7 9 Itfc1 l:[a6 1o Itc3 ItfaS 11 h41 

After luring the black pieces to the 
queenside, White takes action on the oppo­
site flank. 
11 .. �bS 12 hS bS 13 cxb6 ':'axb6 14 'i'f2 
$l.e8 1S h6! g6 16 fSI 

With a strong attack. 

Position 151 
V.Makogonov-M.Botvinnik 
Sverdlovsk 1943 

1 .. ,.i.xc3! 
Initiating favourable exchanges in order 

to install an eternal knight on e4. 
2 bxe3 .:ifS! 3 iLxfS 'i'xfS 4 g4 'i'e6 

Simplest. The tempting 4 .. .'it'e4 allows 5 



.i.a3! QKi3+ 6 �g3 'ii'xe3+ 7 'iII'f3 with com­
plications. 

5 .i.a3 lbe4+ 6 wf3 hS 
After 6 ... �xC3?! 7 'Wb3 Q:\b5 8 Jib2 0-0-0 

9 f5 White gets some initiative - Botvinnik. 
7 h3 161 

With focus on the enemy monarch. 
8 e4 hxg4+ 9 hxg41bhl l0 "ilt'Xhl 0-0-0 

Thanks to his safer king and superior 
minor piece, Black has a clear advantage. 

Position 152 
J.Polgar-V.Anand 
Wijk aan Zee 1998 

1 �xf6! 
Initiating favourable exchanges in order 

to install an eternal knight on dS. l lild3?!, 
heading for b4-dS, is less convincing due to 
1 ... b4! 2 �xf6 �f6 3 lild5 lbxdS 4 exd5 as 

Solutions 

2 iixgs 'ii'xgs 3 lbe3 
If 3 lbd4, then 3 ... �xdS! 4 exdS lDc4, 

heading for e3. 
3 •. .luC4 4 lilxe4 il.xe4 5 :lf2 'i' eS 6 'it'hl 
i.xb31 

This exchange fUlther emphasizes the 
inferiority of White's bishop. 
7 cxb3 l:.e7 8 b4?1 

Preferable was 8 'itdS 'ii'xd5 9 exd5 with 
just a slight disadvantage - Cebalo. In the 
game Black achieves a strong rook ma­
noeuvre. 
8 ... Ae41 9 b3 l:.d4 10 'iiel dSl ll 'i'fl dxe4 

Having a sound extra pawn, Black won 
without any difficulties. 

Position 154 
V.Colin-D.Berczes 
8rno 2006 

and the ds-square can no longer be ex- 1 ... it.b4! 
plaited by White's pieces. Intending 2 ... �xC3 and 3 ... �bS with fa-
1 .. .lt:lxf6 2 lbdsl vourable exchanges, after which the knight 

Forcing the exchange of the other 
knight, thus eliminating the last defender 

of the d5-square. 
2 .... xdS 3 ':xdS ':cS 4 l:.adll 

Keeping the d5-square under control. 
4 .. JbdS 5 .l:txdS J:c8 6 e31 

Preparing lbc2-e3·d5 with a typical 
"good knight vs. bad bishop" scenario. For 
the continuation of this game, see example 
29 in the section about improving the 
knight. 

Position 153 
S.Kudrin-M.Cebalo 
Titograd 1984 

L .. i:..gsl 
Swapping the active bishop on h6, as a 

first step to a future position with good 
knight vs. bad bishop. 

can be installed on e4, where it will clearly 
outshine the remaining white bishop. 
2 'iIIg3 

Creating the threat of 3 �h6. less con­
structive is 2 a3?! �xc3 3 �xC3 �bS with 
the knight soon landing on e4. 
2.Am8 3 l:txe8+ 

3 �gS! was preferable, interfering with 
Black's plan; for example, 3 ... .:xe1 4 l:[xe1 
lbe4! 5 �xe4 dxe4 6 dS! �xd5 7 f6 g6 8 1M1 
�xC3 9 "XC3 'if'e6 10 b3 with compensation 
for the pawn - Berczes. 

3 ... J:xe8 4 'i'h4?! 
Again 4 �g5 was better, although after 

4 ... �4 5 �xe4 dxe4 Black keeps the upper 
hand. 
4 ... iLxe3 5 bxe3 iibSI 6 .i:.xbS 'iixbS 7 �gs 

«le4 
Mission accomplished, with a clear posi­

tional advantage. There followed 8 f6 g6 9 

409 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

'ti'h6?! 1:g8 10 l:f3 'iVb1+ 11 .i.c1 g5! 12 .J:t.f1 
�xC3 and Black soon won. 

Position 155 
C.Pedersen-E.Mortensen 
Danish Team Championship 2009 

1 .:.txc6! 
Creating weaknesses on c5 and c6. 1 

1Qc5?! is less precise due to 1 ... lLId4! 2 'i'C3 
'ilbS. 
1 ... bxc6 

Or 1 ... 'i'xc6 2 'i'xc6 bxc6 3 <'tJc5 with a 
superior endgame, reminiscent of the en­
counter P.Benko-S.Reshevsky, US Champi­
onship, New York 1968. 
2 iIIC3 11b8 3 'i:lcs 

White already has the better chances 
thanks to his strong knight and the sad 
bishop on c8. 
3 ... f6 4 ltae1 'We7 S a4 :d8 6 as �dS 7 b41 

Fixing the knight. 
7 ... eS?! 8 fxeS fxes 9 lLKt3 

Now the eS-pawn is doomed, a nd White 
soon won the game. 

Position 156 
F.Gheorghiu-T.Ghitescu 
Sucha rest 1966 

1 .. ie6? 
A bad idea since Black won't obtain any­

thing in return for the multiple weak­
nesses. 1 ... 4Jd7 was preferable, heading for 
e5 or b6, after which the bishop could settle 
on e6 or a6. 
2 .1.:.xe6 fxe6 3 �e3 :fb8 

Or 3 ... a5 4 b3 a4 5 4Jxa4 lLIxe4 6 .l:.ac1 
with a huge advantage. 
4 b3 :b7 S l:lac1 �7 6 f3 4Jd7 7 li:la41 

After locating his pieces on ideal 
squares, White starts exploiting the oppo­
nent's weaknesses. 

4 1 0  

7 .. ':c8 8 'tt'f2 .JteS 9 :c2 '::'CC71 
After 9 ... �d6 10 �b2, heading for c4, 

Black is also suffering, but the text loses 
material. 
10 :tdC14Jb8 11 lL1cS :tbS 

Or 11 ... nb6 12 4Jd3 llb5 13 �xe5+ .%:I.xes 
14 .1.:.f4 etc. 
12 a4 :tb4 13 .'Lld3 

Black resigned. 

Position 157 
I.Piket-L.OII 
Manila Olympiad 1992 

, ... bI31 

A timely exchange that damages 
White's pawn structure and secures the f4-
square for the knight. 
2 gxf3 

Obviously 2 'iI"xf4? loses the exchange 
after 2 ... .i.xd1. 
2 ... 'Wg5+1 

Exploiting the mating threat in order to 
swap the active white queen as well. 
3 'Wxgs hxgs 4 .i.a4 llb81 

Heading for b4 to intimidate the bishop 
and protect the c4-pawn. 
S :td2 1:b4 6 ::a1 

Or 6 i:.c6 :'b6 7 dS lLIxd5! with a clear 
edge - all. Here 8 i:.xd5 is met by 8 ... l:xd6. 
6 .. .;td8 7 d7 �f8 8 ::'c2 'tt'e7 

The passed pawn has been neutralized, 
while the white rooks lack active prospects. 
Next Black may consider ... lldb8 and ... lLIrl3 
to put pressure on b2. 

Position 158 
A.Kotov-Ci.Levenfish 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1949 

1 iIId4! 
Swapping the black queen to enable 

1:C2-0. The isolated doubled pawns are less 



relevant. In contrast, after 1 'ili'c1?! Q}d6 2 
1:0 :tc8 Black has no problems, e.g. 3 
.llxa6? Ilxc7 4 11i'xC7 'i'a1+ 5 i:.f1 .i.b5. 
1 .. :ti'xd4 

After 1..."iIi·d6? 2 lIC4! White wins a 
pawn. 
l exd4g5?1 

This lets White seize the seventh rank. 
2 ... �c8? 3 .l:I:xc8+ .ixc8 4 �.xa6 was equally 
bad, but by 2 .. Jbd6 3 :tC7 �b5! 4 lIxe7 �8 
5 ':.c7 .uc8! Black could have neutralized the 
active white rook with drawing chances. 
3 1:C7 iLbS 

Or 3 ... �d6 4 .uxd7 gxf4 5 ':xe7 lId8 6 
.:.a7 etc. 
4 1:xb7 gxf4 s lbe7 ':c8 6 il.xb5 axb5 7 h41 

Clearing a path for the king. With an ex­
tra pawn, more active rook and a strong 
passed pawn. White soon won. 

Position 159 
D.Bronstein-S. Tartakower 
Saltsj6baden Interzonal 1948 

1j<h51 
Preparing 2 i.xg6+ with fUJther damage 

to Black's pawn structure. 
L..loxe3 

After 1.._i.xh5? 2 "xh5+ g6 3 'fixes 
White recovers the pawn with a clear edge, 
while 1.. ... d6?! runs into 2 lbe4 'ilt'e6 3 lUc5. 
2 il.xg6+1 hxg6 3 be3 '.d3 4 'ilf'f3 e6 5 ·.e41 

Transposing to an endgame where the 
knight will clearly outshine the bishop. 
5 ... 'fj'xe4 

Or 5 ... 0-0-0 6 'ili'xd3 nxd3 7 �e2 with 
similar play. 
6 �xe4 �e7 7 �e2 ltd8 8ltadl 0-0 

If 8 ... 1::.d5 ?!, then 9 c4. 
9:txd81bd8 10 1::.tl b6 

Or 1o ... l:.f8? 11 l:.d1! lId8 12 ::.xd8+ 
.ixd8 13 lUc5. 
11 tOf2! 

Focusing on the c6-pawn. 
l1 .. J:!.dS 12lbd3 -':.f6 13lbb4 

Solutions 

Intending 13 ... .l:td6 14 lld1 to force the 
exchange of rooks. Despite the minus pawn 
only White can win this, and he later man­
aged to do so. 

Position 160 
C.lutz-V.Bologan 
German Team Cup 1994 

1 ••• g51 
forcing a "dynamic" exchange that will 

severely damage White's pawn structure. 
1...e5?! 2 dxe5 dxe5 3 lDd3 is less convinc­
ing, but 1...lL)d5!? deserves attention. 
. lLld3 

After 2 lbg2?? g4 the bishop is trapped. 
2 ... �xd31 3 exd3 "a6 4 'lWd2 h6 

Black is now considerably better due to 
the weak doubled pawns and the strong­
hold on d5. 
5 j<a1lLld5 6 j<g. 

At this point the simplest was 6 ... C5!? 7 
i.xd5 exd5 8 'it'd1 cxd4 followed by ... lLlbS-
c3 - Bologan. 

Position 161 
M.Botvinnik-N.Sorokin 
USSR Championship. Moscow 1931 

1 "e3! 
Challenging the piece that sustains 

Black's position. The doubled pawns are 
less of a concern. 
1 .. :i'xe3 

Both 1...'ilfC7? 2 lL)xes! 'i'xes 3 'i'xb6 
''Z:!xe4 4 "e3! and 1...lL)bd7? 2 'Wlr'xcS lL)xcS 3 
lfJxes �xe4 4 lL)xe4 lL)xe4 S lIe2!, followed 
by 6 lUg6, win for White. 
2 fxe3 

In the absence of his queen, Black has a 
problem with the es-pawn and with the a4-

411 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

as threat. 

2 ... �g4 3 as 4Je8 
Or 3 ... 4Jbd7 4 h3 .:bf3 5 gxf3 0.c5 6 b4 

�e6 7 .Q.xe6! fxe6 8 �a4!' followed by lDC5 
- Botvinnik. 
4 :tel i.xf3?! 

Probably 4 ... .t:e8 was a lesser evil; e.g. 5 
h3 i.h5 6 lDM �e7 7 g4 �g6 with more 
resistance than in the game. 
S gxf3 tLle7 6 !DdS I tLle6 

Giving up the seventh rank, but after 
6 ... lDfxd5 7 i.xd5! lDxd5 8 exd5! lIac8 9 
l:tdc2 Black is also in trouble. 
7 lilxf6+ gxf6 8 lId71 lIab8 

Or 8 ... lDxa5 9 lIce] with fatal conse­
quences. 
9 Wf2 

Preparing 10 ltg1+ with a clear advan­
tage. 

Position 162 
S.Atalik -J.Helisten 
Greek Team Championship 2003 

1 .i!.e6+ <j;>e1 2 :td4! 
After depriving Black of castling, White 

exploits the dynamic force of his doubled 
pawns in order to triple on the d-file. 1 
l:ld41? 0-0 2 :tad1 was equally strong. 
2 ... lId6 

Not 2 ... .t:.xd4? 3 cxd4, repairing White's 
pawn structure, while 2 ... e5?! 3 �.d5 sur­
renders the d5-square. 
3 il.g21 

If 3 �.f3?! then 3 ... 'iIi'g5!, forcing a queen 
exchange. In the game 3 .. :ilfg5 would run 
into 4 f4. 
3 .. J:hd8 4 l::adl tLla4? 

Exposing the king. Preferable was 

4 ... :6d7 5 $Lc6 :d6 6 'iit'd2 e5 7 :td5 l:txd5 8 
iLxd5! (or 8 cxd5 'iit'd6 with a blockade) 
8 .. .'�'f8 with just a slight white edge -
Atalik. 
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S �xd61 :xd6 6 1:t.xd6 <j;>xd6 7 tf'e4! �xe3 8 
'it e6+ 'it'es 9 ·i'd7! 

Preventing 9 ... 'i'd8 with counterplay. 
9 ... lDxe2+ 

After 9 ... g5 10 'ilfd3 or 9 ... 'iIi'f5 10 f4+ �6 
11 'ili'd4+ White also wins - Atalik. 
10 'iM1 tLld4 11 'ife1+1 'it'fS 12 'l'f4+ wg6 13 

il.e4+ tLlfS 14 g4 1-0 

Position 163 
J.Hellsten-MJohansson 
Malmo 2001 

1 f41 
Initiating a central advance to gain 

space and exploit the location of Black's 
king in the centre. 1 'it'b1?! h4 2 e4 lDh5 is 
somewhat less powerful. 
1 .. :i'as 2 'ite21 

By keeping the queens on White ensures 
the e3-e4 advance and enhances a future 
attack. 
2 ... il.e6 

This doesn't help Black, but he was short 
of good options anyway. Obviously 2 ... dS? 
failed to 3 $Le1. 
3 e4 tva4 4 'i'e21 l:tae8 S eS dxes 6 fxes ttJd1 
1 i.h4+ f6 

Or 7 .. .'.t>f8 8 ':dfl with the strong threat 
of 9 'iit'f2. 
8 exf6+gxf6 9 i.e2 tl'as 10 dS 

With a decisive attack. 

Position 164 
T.Shaked-T_Bildt 
Berlin 1997 

1 g41 
Gaining some space on the kingside, be­

fore Black achieves the same thing by 1 ... hS. 
1 ... il.g6 2 a3 .i!.d6 

Or 2 ... iLe7 3 h4! hS 4 g 5 lDe8 5 b4 :Ca8 6 
e4!, exploiting the absence of a knight on 



f6, with a strong initiative. 

3 h41 hS 
White is also better after 3 ... h6 4 .i.xd6 

¢:>xd6 5 tDf4!, preparing g4-g5. 

4 �xd6 ..txd6 5 g5 tt::Je8 6 tt::Jf4 tt::JC7? 
This leads to a bad structure. 6 ... .1(f5 is 

sounder, when White could consider 7 
llhd1, followed by e3-e4 and ¢:>e3. 
7 tt::Jxg6 fxg6 8 �d3 tt::Je7 9 li:Je21 

The other knight "inherits" the f4-
square, where it will eye the weak pawn on 
96. 
9 ... e5 10dxe5+..t;xe511 lDf4 

White wins a pawn with a huge advan­
tage. 

Position 165 
M.Chandler·E.Geller 
50chi 1982 

1 b41 
Gaining space and chasing away the ac­

tive black knight. 
1 ... dxe4 2 dxe4lLle6 3 a41 

Preparing a4-aS. Now 3 ... a5 is well met 
by 4 b5 tt::Je7 S �a3, seizing the a3-fS diago­
nal. 
3 .. ,1:e8 

Or 3 ... ttxd1 4 nXd1 ttfdS S i:..e3 with a 
slight edge. 
4 as a6 5 .1.a41 

Stepping up the pressure. 
s .. :lIe8 6 .11..3 ILl!4 7 'IIb3 hS 8 'IIe4 h411 

This attacking attempt backfires after 
White's strong reply. S_.tte6 9 "W'xe6 :xe6 
was preferable, when 10 .:tad1!?, intending 
t:.d7, keeps the advantage. 
g lLlf51 i.xt5 10 ext5 -.xf5 11 iLxf4 exf4 

Or 11�."xf4 12 Ue4 tkfS 13 .i.xc6 bxc6 
14 "W'xc6 etc. 
12 �xc6 bxc6 13 '1i'xc6':ed8 141:ad1 

Thanks to the weak pawns on a6 and c7 
White is clearly better. 

Position 166 
J.R.Capablanca·O.Janowski 
St. Petersburg 1914 

1 1tb11 

Solutions 

Preparing a pawn storm on the queen­
side with b2-b4 and a2-a4. 1 a3?! is less pre­
cise. since after 1...f6 2 b4 tt::Jf7 White will 
have to spend one more tempo protecting 
the b-pawn before he can push a3-a4. 
1 ... f6 2 b4 tt::Jf7 3 a4 .i.xt31 

Swapping a potential attacker. After 
3 ... ..t.e6?! 4 b S  cxb5 S axb5 as 6 b6! White's 
attack accelerates. 
4:txt3 b611 

4 ... bS!  seems preferable. followed by 
... ¢:>b7 and ... .:as. 
5 b51 cxb5 6 nbS as 7 tLld5 '*C5 8 c41 

Reinforcing the knight and preparing 
"C3, d3-d4 and c4-cS with a further attack. 
8 ... li:Jg5 9 ':f2 tt::Je6 1o -'C3 1:d7 11 1:d1 

Avoiding 11 t:.d2? t:.xdS! 12 exdS 'ilt'xe3+ 
13 �hl tt::JC5 when Black is out of danger. 
11 ... �b7 12 d4 'iltd6 13 1:c21 

Now the breakthrough c4·cS is inevita­
ble. The game continued 13 ... exd4 14 exd4 
tt::Jf4 1S c5 tt::JxdS 16 exdS 'ilt'xdS 17 c6+ and 
White won. 

Position 1 67 
U.Andersson-N.SpiridonoY 
50chi 1973 

1 f41 
Initiating a central advance. 

1 ... li:ld7 2 e4 b5 3 'W'C3 
An excellent diagonal in the absence of 

a bishop on g7. 
3 ... bxc4 4 bXc4 1:b8 5 Itab1 

The immediate 5 e5!? was also interest­
ing. 
5. .. 'IIe7 6 >'I.h31 ILlb6 

Or 6 ... tt::Jf6 7 ':bel, preparing e4-eS. 
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1 l!b3 1il.S 
The more active 7 ... lDa4 8 �C2 'lIr'a5? 

fails to 9 l:ta3 l:.b4 10 .iLd7! - Andersson. 
S l!fblJ:1b6 9 OSl1 

Another good option was 9 11xb6 ttJxb6 
10 "ifa5! ttJxd5 11 'ihC7 ttJxC7 12 l:.b7 with a 
superior endgame. 
9 .•. 11fb8 10 e61 

Softening up Black's light squares. 
10 ... f6 11 .iLf1 l:tb4 12 a3 :'xb3 13 lhb3 
llxb3 14 'i'xb3 ti:lb6? 

14 .. :it'b6! 15 'tIfa4 <i;fB was mandatory ­
Andersson. 
15 h4! 

Opening a new front on the kingside, 
where Black is short of defenders. There 
followed 15 ... wfB 16 *h2 WeB 17 f5! o;t>d8?! 
1B fxg6 hxg6 19 .-C2 ttJc8 20 'ii'xg6 and the 
h-pawn soon decided. 

Position 168 
I.Hellsten·P.Sinkovics 
Gyula 2002 

1 941 
Gaining some space and enabling a fu­

ture attack. 
L_h6? 

This just helps White in opening lines 
towards the black king. After 1 ... g5 2 lDh5!? 
ttJxh5 3 gxh5, followed by e3-e4, he man-
ages the same thing, therefore 1 ... SiLe6 was 
safer. preparing to meet 2 gS by 2 ... ...'tJd7. 
2 h4 lbc4?1 

Too slow. For better or worse Black had 
to play 2 ... g5 in order to stop g4-g5. 
3 g5 hxg5 4 hxg5 lbhl 

Or 4 ... ttJxe3? 5 .iLxe3 l:txe3 6 gxf6 "ir'xf6 7 
lbxd5 "Ilth6+ 8 :th2 etc. 
5 iLxhl+1 'itxh16 l:th2+ <t-g8 1 e4 

Even stronger was 7 'it'd3! 'tIfxg5 (or 

7 ... g6 8 Iilxg61 811i'h7+'bf8 9 e4. 
1. __ dxe4 8 fxe4 'it'e7 
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After B .. Jbe4 9 1Ifh5 or 8 .. :ii'xg5 9 J:tg1 
the attack is irresistible. 
9 "-h5 "i'xe4+ 10 lbg2 f5 11 gd6 

Black resigned. 

Position 169 
F.Gheorghiu-I.Radulov 
Budapest 1970 

1 b41 
Preparing a2-a4 and b4-b5 to gain some 

space and harass the active bishop on a6. 1 
e4?! is less appropriate due to 1...dxe4 2 
ttJxe4 ttJxe4 3 .i.xe4 ttJf6!, hitting d4 and 
preparing to meet 4 .i.xc6 by 4 ... 11cB. 
1 .. ..:.c82 a4 dXC4 

2 ... c5 3 dxc5 bXc5 4 b 5  .i..b7 seems more 
natural. when 5 ii.b2 "fie] 6 l:tfd1 preserves 
a slight white advantage. 
3 lbxC4 �XC4 

Since 3 ... cS? fails to 4 bS, Black first gets 
rid of the bishop. 
4 "'XC4 c5 5 dXC5 bXC5 6 b51 

Creating a potential passed pawn. 
6 ... lilb6 1 'lli'c2 lilfdS S '5 lOb. 

B ... C4 9 lbeS ttJb4 was more active. al­
though after 10 'it'e2 ttJ6d5 11 .lta3 White 
keeps the initiative. 
9 li::lxb4 cxb4 10 �c61 lbd5 11 :d1 'i'C7 12 
�b2 

Intending 13 e4 with better chances 
thanks to the queenside dominance. 

Position 170 
A.Khalifman-O.Romanishin 
Ischia 1996 (analysis variation) 

1 g41 
Gaining some space and bothering the 

knight on f6. less promising is 1 e4?! :tbB, 
preparing ... .iLcB and. ... ttJC5. 
L.:ed8 

Vacating the eB-square for the knight. 



1...e4? drops a pawn to 2 gs, while after 
1 ... h6?! 2 h4 the h-file is soon opened to 
White's benefit. 
2 gS Itle8 3 1tle4J1bS 4 141 

Clearing some more space. Also interest­
ing is 4 h4!?, followed byh4-hS. 
4 ... exf4 

Parrying f4-fS at the cost of unblocking 
the long diagonal. If 4 .. .fs?!, then 5 gxf6 
gxf6 6 '1i'd1! with a strong attack. 
5 exf4 .:t.e8 6 'i'e31 tOes 7 ll)xe5 dxe5 8 �b2 
16 

forced, in view of the threat 9 nxe8+. 
9 gxl6 1ilx16 10 I!fg3 1!f17 11 �d3 

With excellent attacking prospects. 

Position 171 
A.Kushnir-N.Gaprindashvili 
World Women's Championship 
(game 8), Riga 1972 

1b51 
Opening a new front on the queenside 

in order to exhaust the defence. 1 .1t.e7 '*g7 
is less constructive. 
1 ... axb5 

Or 1.. . .i.xbs 2 c61 .1t.xc6 3 1:txc6 bxc6 4 d7, 
winning a piece and the game. 
2 e61 bxe6 3 %l.a3 

Now the threat of 4 .:ta7 puts an end to 
Black's resistance. 
3 ... l:!.a84 l'.txa8 iha8 5 .�.d81 

Exploiting the temporary absence of the 
black queen, White creates a mating net. In 
view of 6 'it'f6+, Black resigned. 

Position 1 72 
V.Kotrotsos-A.Mastrovasilis 
Greek Team Championship 2005 

1 ... g51 
Gaining some space and reinforcing the 

es-square forthe knight. 

Solutions 

2 0-0-0 tOf7 3 l:lhe1 
3 h4!? seems preferable, taking up the 

kingside battle. 

3 ••• hSI 
Preparing ... hS-h4 with a further grip on 

the dark squares. Now White's bishop is 
slowly turning into a "bad" one. 
4 We3 'llfxe3+ 5 :be3 tOes 6 i.fl h41 7 
�xd8+ s.xd8 8 b3 �e7 

Thanks to his more active pieces and 
kings ide control, Black has a more comfort­
able endgame. The game saw 9 liJa4 b6 10 
tOb2 cs 11 C3 as! (arranging all the pawns 
on the "right" colour and enabling the ... as­
a4 pinprick) 12 WC2 ':g8 13 'OPd2 1:I.a8 14 
.:il.bs lld8+ 15 'OPC2 g4! 16 i.f1 l:t.g8 17 hxg4 
tOxg4 18 nf3? tOh2! and White resigned. 

Position 173 
A.Morozevich-A.Petrushin 
Krasnodar 1997 

1 b41 
Intending b4-bS to open a new front on 

the queens ide. The straightforward 1 i.g4 
i.d7 2 .�.xe6? fails to 2 ... SiLxe6 3 l:t.xe6 l:t.xe6 

4 -
.
xe6 'i'xd4+with equality. 

1 ... l!fd8?1 
1...a6 seems preferable, avoiding a 

weakness on a7, although after 2 a4 11d6 3 
bS as 4 i.g4 1:f7 S %l.c1! i.d7 6 'i'a3! "jie7 7 
%l.C7 White keeps strong pressure. 

2 bS Ild6 
Since 2 ... l:t.C2?! runs into 3 i.g4, winning 

the e6-pawn, Black has to surrender the c­
file. 
3 �g4 J116 

Or 3 ... Ue8 4 fS! gxfs S i.xfs, opening a 
new front with focus on the black king. 

4 'tIt'a31 :f7 
Both 4 .. :i!t'C7? S :C1 and 4 .. :iit'e7? s l:t.xdS! 

lose at once, while 4 ... 'i'd7 S 1%c1 1:1.f8 6 r:.e3 
followed by 7 l:.eC3 is also decisive - Har Zvi. 
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5 �xe6 �xe6 6 lbe6 :xe6 7 1txe6 'ifd7 8 
"e31 'ir'xb5 9 it'e5+ ¢'h6 10 g41 

In view of the mating net, Black re­
signed. There can follow 10 .. .'ti'd3 11 'oPh2! 
1M2 12 1%f61, when both 12 .. .l:td7 13 l:lf5! 
and 12 ... l:lxf6 I3 g5+[ lead to mate. 

Position 174 
P.Tregubov-A.Motylev 
Russian Championship, 
51. Petersburg 1998 

1 h41 
Preparing h4-hS with a new kingside 

front. 
1 ... h5 

After 1 ... fS? 2 hS!  Black suffers onthe bI· 
h7 diagonal. 
2 Jl.g5 'llfd7 3 <!Ph21 16 

In view of the threat 4 .i.h3, Black had to 
weaken the light squares. 
4 Jl.d2 Jl.h6 5 Jl.xh6 'i!lxh6 6 Jl.h3 'llrg7 

6 .. .'ife7 at once was more precise, 
whereas the active 6 ... fS? leads to a disaster 
after 7 *'d2+ <;ph7 8 exfs gxf5 9 '*g5 *'f7 10 
i..xf5+! �xfS 11 ttxf5 - Hazai. 
1 'ii'e2 *'e7 8 iLe61 J::th8 9 :C3 

Sending more pieces to the kings ide, 
where Black can't defend himself easily due 
to the lack of space. 
9 ... c;t;>g7 10 .u.g11 ='h6 11 g41 hxg4 12 .u.xg4 
c;t;>f8 13 it'g2 'ii'h7 14 l:lh3 na8 15 c;t;>g1 c;t;>e7 
16 ='C31 

This intermediate move leaves Black 
unable to defend both flanks. There fol­
lowed 16 ... llJe8 17 :cg3 l:lxh4 18 ':xg6 with 
the decisive threat of 19 ':g7+. 

Position 175 
E.Perelshteyn-S.At.lik 
Philadelphia 2000 

' .•• b51 

4 1 6  

Initiating a typical minority attack. 
2 g4 as 3 'tIt'd1?1 

3 a3 b4 4 axb4 axb4 5 itdl was a lesser 
evil, getting rid of the potentially weak a­

pawn. 
3 ... b4 4 h4 a4 s LDbl1 

An ugly place for the knight. After 5 h5 
a3! the black attack is more convincing; e.g. 
6 hxg6 fxg6 7 *'C2 axb2 8 'ilt'xg6 bxC3 with a 
decisive advantage - Atalik. However, 5 
cxb4 �xb4 6 .i.xf6 gxf6 7 h5 offered more 
resistance. 
5 .•• <1)04 613 <1)d6 7 Jl.g3 111bB 

Now White is doomed on the queenside. 
There foliowed 8 Uf2 :c.b6 9 'it'g2 llX4 10 
:tel .i.d6 11 i.xd6 'ii'xd6. 12 'ifCI :c..c8 13 
cxb4 l:lxb4 14 l:lee2 'ffb6, winning the d4· 
pawn, and soon the game as well. 

Position 176 
P.Murdzia-M.Smolovic 
Hallsberg 1991 

1 h41 
Initiating a majority attack to soften up 

Black's kingside. 
1 .. J:tad8 2 jicS 

Avoiding 2 h5?! .lid4 with unnecessary 
counterplay. 
2 ... 'iIt'aS 3 b4 *'C7 4 hSI rt.xd1 5 'ii'xd1 

Another option was s :txdi 'ii'e5 6 hxg61, 
intending 6 ... 'ilixe4 7 'ifxe4 lb:e4 8 l:ld8+ etc. 
5N .• f7 6 hxg6 hxg6 1 jixal 

White adds an extra pawn to his other 
advantages. 
7 ... .i.c31 

This just accelerates the end. Black 
probably missed that the subsequent 
8 ... .i.xb4 fails to 9 _g4! with a decisive at­
tack, just like in the game. 
8 1103 Jl.16 9 'llfg41 

Now if 9 ... 'it'g7. then 10 .i.xgG. winning 
the exchange. 



9 ... :'d8 10 ..\txg6 'iig7 11 �C5 
White soon won. 

Position 177 
S.Djuric-L.D.Nisipeanu 
FIDE World Championship. 
Las Vegas 1999 

1 ... a51 
Initiating a minority attack to soften up 

the white queens ide. 
2 -"-h6 

After 2 a4?! the b3-pawn turns into an 
eternal weakness. 
2 .... �xh611 

Thus Black gains time for his queenside 
attack. Also reasonable is 2 ... i:.hS, keeping 
the strong bishop. 
3 ti'xh6 a41 4 tOg3 ti'f6 s :'cd1 

Or s ltJe4 �xe4 6 nxe4 axb3 7 axb3 l:la2 

with an initiative. 
s ... axb3 6 axb3 na2 7 ti'e3 �g71 

Some clever prophylaxis directed at S 
'Iltxe6, which now fails to S ... .:xg2+! 9 <rtxg2 

'i'xf3 10 �h3 i:.d7 etc. 
8 lLie2 e5 

Preventing 9 ltJf4 a nd overprotecting 
the d6-pawn. 
9 J:ld3 l:.da8 10 ned1 1:[a1 

With a slight initiative thanks to the 
more active pieces. 

Position 178 
Zsu.Polgar-D.Paunovic 
San Sebastian 1991 

1a61 
Softening up the c6-square for the 

knight. 
L .. bxa6 

1 ... 'i'xb4? failed to 2 axb7, while after 

l ... nxC3 2 axb7 l:i.bS 3 ltJc6! .lii.xc6 4 dxc6 
l:td3 S .i.e3 the passed pawns are decisive -

Solutions 

Polgar. 
2 lLlc6 i:.xc6 3 bxc6 

Thanks to the powerful protected 
passed pawn, White is practically winning. 
3 ... lLlc7 4 na4 'i'b6 5 'ita1! 

Preparing 6 11b1. 
S ... tOe8 6 nxa6 'i!l'd8 7 l:.b1 f5 8 1ba7 

White soon won. 

Position 179 
N.Short-M.Suba 
Dortmund 1983 

1 ... lDxd4 2 'j'xd4 bSI 
Initiating a minority attack that will dis­

lodge the knight from C3 and oppress 
White's queens ide pawns. Also possible is 
L.bS! 2 axbS tOxd4 3 'i'xd4 axbs. 
3 axbs axbs 4lLld1 

Responding to 4 ... b4 in advance. After 4 
l:.al �fS S l:la7?! 'Wbs Black soon achieves 
... bS-b4 anyway. while most other White 
fifth moves run into S ... b4!, intending 6 
'ii'xb4 dS with a strong initiative. 
4 ... d51 

Black immediately exploits the depar­
ture of the white knight in order to get a 
grip on the centre. 
5 oS 

Or 5 exdS ..ItcS!' enabling 6 ... lDxdS next 
move. 
5 •• .1;)041 6 'Wd3 

After 6 �xe4?! dxe4 7 'i'xe4 .�c6 White 
is suffering on the hI-aS diagonal - Suba. 
6 ... b4 7 -"-d4 'Wb8! 

Clearing the c-file for the rook and pre­
paring .... �bS. 
8 .Il.f1 l!d7 9 �g2 11dc7 

Stepping up the pressure on the weak 
C2-pawn. The game continued 10 f3 i:.gS! 
11 tL'ie3 lDc3 12 f4 .lii.e7 13 'i'd2 ..ItbS 14 i:.d3 
'Wb7! and Black soon returned the knight to 
e4 with a pleasant advantage. 
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Position 180 
C.Matamoros Franco-A.Cruz Condori 
Espartinas 2007 

1 b41 
Initiating a minority attack to weaken 

Black's queenside pawns. 1 e4 i.e6 2 f4?! is 
less convincing i n  view of 2 ... �b6+ 3 �h1 
lDg4 with counterplay. 
1 ... a6 

After 1 ... 0-0 2 a4! iLe7 3 b5 c5 4 :d1 l:td8 
5 iLe3 White enjoys strong pressure. 
1 �e3 �e6 3 a41 0-0 

Or 3 ... 1ilg4 4 -"d4 -"16 5 il.x16 'ilx16 6 b5 

with similar play. 
4 bS .i.as 5 bxc61 bxc6 

After 5 ... il.XC3?! 6 cxb7 l:.ad8 7 .'C.ac1, or 
even 6 nac1!?, the passed pawn outweighs 
the slight material deficit. 
6 J:[fcl.l::fc8 7 ti:le4 .'Llxe4? 

After 7 ... .'Lld5 8 i.d4 Black is worse due 
to his queenside weaknesses, but now he 
loses a pawn. 
8 J.xe4 J.dS 9 �xdS cxdS 10 l:.dll :tb4 

Or 10 ... l:I.d8 11 ':'ac1, heading forc5. 
11l:lxdS 

White later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 181 
V.V.hi Bach-L.Psakhis 
Manresa 1996 

1 ... f41 
Preparing _.f4-f3 to damage the enemy 

pawn structure. 
2 iIIg4 

White is also under strong pressure af· 
ter 2 lDxf4 .'Llxd4 with the double threat of 
3 ... Itxf4 and 3 ... lDefS. 
2 •.• 131 3 g" 3 'illS 

Black immediately exploits the pro· 
tected square on f5. 

4 h311 

4 1 8  

After 4 Itac1 lDxd6 5 exd6 "jI'xd6 White 
has a horrible structure, but at least his 
king is safer than in the game. 
4 ... h51 

A strong blow on the theme of deflec· 
tion, which lets Black land a knight on f3. 
5 'II'.h5 'il1.d4 6 'il.d4 'il.d4 7 il.d6 111SI 

Before taking the pawn it makes sense 
to mobilize the major pieces for an attack 
8 'tlth3 .'Llxf3+ 9 tbgl .... f71 10 l:.ac1 

Or 10 Ah1 "jI'g6+ 11 �1 lDd2+ 12 �e1 
l:tf3 - Atlas. 
10 ... l:thSI 11 'iltxf3 .:;txhl+ 12 �xh2 'i'xf3 13 
Itt2 'oPh71 14l1g1 l1hB 

White resigned. 

Position 182 
T.V.Petrosian-l.Psakhis 
las Palmas Interzonal 1982 

l Ui 
Preparing a4·a5 with a majority attack 

on Black's vulnerable queenside. 
1 ... -"g7 

After 1...as?! 2 �b5 iLe7 3 .�h6, prepar· 
ing ':'d2 and ':'ad1, Black is in big trouble. 
1 as 0-0 

Or 2 ... bxa5 3 lDb3!. followed by lDxa5 -
Petrosian. 
3 axb6 .'Llxb6 4 .'Llb31 

In order to exploit the new weakness on 
as. 
4 .. .lb7 5 �f4 eS 

An undesirable advance, but 5 .. lId8? 
failed to 6 c5. 
6 .i.e3 �c8 7 lba5 na8 

Here White continued 8 "jI'd3 iLe6 9 b3 
and later realized his positional advantage. 
However, 8 C5! was even stronger, e.g. 
8 .. .dxc5 9 .i..xC5 ':'e8 10 i.d6 'it'a7 11 lDc6 
'Wb7 12 lbxes with a decisive advantage -
Petrosian. 



Position 183 
R.Astrom-I_Helisten 
Sweden 1997 

1 ... a4! 
Softening up the b3-square for the 

knight. 
2 :.txcSll 

After 2 bxa4?! 'ilf'as Black recovers the 
pawn with a slight edge thanks to his 
sounder pawn structure. However, 2 b4 
lDb3 3 C5! lDXC14 'i'xcl was a better choice, 
with some compensation for the exchange. 
2.,.�'bxcS 3 b4lDb3 4 ::C3 cSI 

Preventing c4-cs and softening up the 
dark squares on the queenside. 
5 bxcSll 

After 5 lDd3 'ftc], followed by .. Afd8, 
White is also under pressure, but now his 
position collapses. 
S ... 'ihs 6 :te3 lDd21 7 �xb7 :'xb7 8 �xb7 
lDxf1 9 �xf1 �xcS 10 lU3l 

This loses at once. 10 l:te2 was relatively 

better, when 10 ... .:Lxa3 11 l:ta2 'i'b4 12 ,�a6 
'i'b3! seems decisive. 
10 ... r:d8 11 'i'C1 'i'b61 

The bishop is trapped, so White resigned. 

Position 184 
T.Nyback-A.Vuckovic 
German league 2005 

1 Jil.d31 
Creating the threat of 2 :.txg6+ a nd pre­

paring a future h4-h5 to soften up Black's 
kingside. The immediate 1 h4!? is also pos­
sible; e.g. 1....i.fS 2 .�d3 .�.xd3 3 'fkxd3 and 4 
h5 next. 
1 ••. Jil.g7 2 h41 t.f711 

Exposing the king. Preferable was 
2 ..... e7!? 3 hS fS 4 tr'0 0-0 5 hxg6 hxg6 6 
Ita7 with a clear, though not decisive ad­
va ntage - Ftacnik. 

Solutions 

3 hSI fS 4 $Lxg7 ti'xg7 5 Ita71 
5 'itC3+? 'ftf6 is less convincing, but now 

Black has to parry that check. 
S •.• 1118 6 g41 

A nice blow. Also strong is 6 hxg6 hxg6 7 
'i'a4!, heading for h4. 
6 ••• 1117 

The alternatives are no better, e.g. 
6 ... fxg4 7 hxg6 h6 8 .i.f5 and wins - Ftacnik. 
7 "'C3+�h6 

This leads to a disaster but Black was 
lost, e.g. 7 ... 'i'f6 8 h6+ winning his bishop. 
8 hxg6+ Wxg6 9 gxfS+ :xfS 10 :'gl+ 'ili'hS 
11 $Le2+ 

Black resigned. 

Position 185 
l.Portisch-U.Andersson 
Milan 1975 

1 ... bSI 
Softening up White's pawn majority 

and freeing the ds-square for the knight. 
2 cxbS axbs 3 b4?1 

Preventing ... b5-b4, but also leaving the 
queenside structure in a bad shape. 3 tZJxb5 
.ttxa2 was equally unpleasant whereas 3 
lDes seems like the least of evils, with just a 
slight disadvantage after 3 ... lDxe5 4 'i'xes 
b4 5 lDa4Ilc7. 
3 ... 'tIt'a6 4 a3 lDb61 s lDes :'c8 6 nd3 :.tf8 

After some consolidating moves Black is 
ready to fight for the initiative by ... lDbdS or 
... lDC4. 
7 g4/LlbdS 8 tilxdS tilxdS 9 Wd41 

This loses a piece. 9 'ilf'e4 was correct, 
when 9 ... :ac7 10 :h3 lDf6 preserves the 
advantage; e.g. 11 'tIt'b1 .ttc2 or 11 'i'd3 'i'd6! 
12 'i'xbs?! .t1c2 with strong pressure. 
9 ... 16 10 l:!h3 

Or 10 ltJf3? �C4, trapping the queen. 
10 ... fxeS ll 'ihes ::'f7 

Black soon won. 
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Position 186 
F.Nijboer-I.Smirin 
Wijk aan lee 1993 

1 f51 
Softening up the ds-square for the 

knight. 
1 ... lDc5 

After 1 .. .exfS 2 exfs gs 3 �g3 White is 
clearly better due to the weaknesses on dS 
and e6 - Nijboer, while 1 ... eS 2 lDe6! lDxe6 3 
fxe6 J::xe6 4 lLrlS, fonowed by �g4. leads to 
an even bigger advantage, as does 1...gxfs 2 

exfs eS 3 tLle6! with similar play. 
2 fxg6! hxg6 3 il.xf6es 

As a result of White's second move, 
3 ... lDxe4 now runs into 4 lDxe4 il.xe4 5 
'i'h6! with a strong attack. 
4 1il13 Iilh5 

Now Black will never be a b Ie to recover 
the pawn, but after 4 ... tLlxe4 s lDxe4 �xe4 6 
"h6 or 4 .. :tlH7 S "'6!, intending 6 ..... xf6 7 
lDgs, his king would find himself in danger. 

5 Iild5 .ll.xd5 6 'IIIxd5+ '11117 7 il.g5 'IIIxd5 8 
exd5 

White later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 187 
MJadoul-A.Karpov 
Brussels 1986 

1. • .  h51 
Preparing ... hS-h4 to soften up the king­

side. 
2 lDaSlI 

2 h4 runs into 2 ... tLlg4, while 2 f4?! h4! is 
even worse, when 3 g4 drops a pawn after 
3 ... dxcs. But 2 cxd6 il.xd6 3 .!DeS was a bet­
ter choice, when 3 ... �xcS 4 I:.xcS h4! keeps 
the initiative - Karpov. 
2 ... dxcS 3 bXc5 h4! 

Softening up the f4-square for the 
knight. 
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4 g41il14 5 il.x14 
A sad necessity. but any move with the 

other bishop drops a pawn. 

5 ••• 'IIIxf4 61ild3 '111<71 7 'lIi'b4 
White tries to cover both as and e4, but 

in vain. 
1 ... li:Jxe4! a J,xe4 il.xe4 9 "xe4 'i'kxas 10 c6 
�xa3 

Black has a decisive advantage and won 
after 11 %:al 'it'C3 12 'iJes? il.b2. 

Position 188 
J.Lautier-R.Ponomariov 
Enghien les Bains 1999 

1 h41 
Softening up the g6-pawn (and the 

blacK kings ide as a whole) for a later attack 
l ... hS 

The less committal 1..:.f7 permits 2 hS 
gxhs 3 �f4!' when Black is unable to cover 
all his weaknesses; e.g. 3 .. .lled8 4 as! or 
3 .. :tlt'c7 4 'it'd3 1If8 S "e2!. 
2 as WC1 3 'iJe21 

Heading for f4 in order to attack the 
weak points at g6 and e6. The immediate 2 
lDe2?! 'i'xa4 was less clear. 
3 ... bxa5 4 'iJf4 Ab4 5 l:.e11 

A new piece joins the attack. 5 lDxg6?! 
'i'f7 6 tLlf4 'iJb6 is less convincing. 
5 ... '11117 

White also breaks through after 
s ... l:.xel+ 6 'it'xe1 'i'f7 7 1:.e3 il.es 8 lDd3!. 
6 J:l.e61 ':xc4 

Or 6 ... 'iJb6 7 Itxg6 �C4 8 'l'd1 tbeS 9 
llxd6 a4 10 fitxb4 cxb4 11 lLlxhS winning -
lautier. 
1 ':'b11 'i'kxb1 a 'una+ ..t>h1 9 l:e1 'jIb1+ 10 
..tth2 11xc2 11 "e31 Wb2 12 We6 

Black resigned. 



Position 189 
R.Akesson·J.Helisten 
Hallsberg 1996 

1 ... aS! 
Preparing ... a5-a4 with a majority at­

tack. 
2ltdl 

After 2 a3?! lDC5 White has a problem 
with the b3-pawn; e.g. 3 b4 axb4 4 axb4 
lDd3 5 b5 c5!, creating a dangerous passed 
pawn, or 3 Ub1 lDh4!, when 4 �2? fails to 
4 ... lDd3+. 
2.,.a41 3 b4 

Or 3 bxa4 lIa8, recovering the pawn 
with an improved structure. 
3 ... /ilb6 . �2 �C7?1 5 b5?1 

In time trouble both players missed 5 
lDC3!, when 5 ... ttk:4? fails to 6 lDxd5+! cxd5 
7 1:txd5. Therefore on the previous move 
Black should have preferred 4 ... �e7, fol­
lowed by 5 ... �f7, with an unclear game. 
S ... 4Jc4 6 bxe6 

Now the material balance is restored, 
but after 6 %ld3 'ifr'b6 7 bxc6 bxc6 the 
chances also are about even. 
6 ... lDe3 7 exb7+ lDxe2 8 l:[e1 �xb7 9 llxe2 
IId8 

Draw agreed, although Black might be 
slightly better. 

Position 190 
P.leko-S.lputian 
European Club Cup, Ljubljana 1995 

L .. hSI 
Softening up the f5·square for the 

knight. 

2 gxhS 
After 2 h3?! %la3! 3 �C3 hxg4 4 hxg4 

lbg6 Black is clearly better - Lputian. In ef­
fect White has to look out for both S ... lLIxf4 
and s ... �4. 

Solutions 

2 ... lDxd4 3 �.xd4 �fS 4 e3 :'a41 
Preparing ... 'i'a8 in order to enter on the 

a·filE'. 
5 il.dl l1a6 6 'll'b2 

After 6 �e2 lDxd4, both 7 'i'xd4 l:ta2 and 
7 cxd4 .uxb6 8 %lxb6 tt'xb6 yield Black a 
pleasant advantage. 
6 .. .'1ih8 7 "d2 ':a2 8 :f.b2 :a1 9 Wg2 1!I'a3 
10iLg4 

Challenging the strong enemy knight. 
10 .. ,lt.)xd4 11 exd4 iLbSI 

Exploiting the fact that 12 %lxbS? runs 
into 12 ... %la2. 
12 �.e2 �.xe2 

12 ... �.c4!? might be even stronger. 
13 1!J'xe2 'l'e3 

Despite the minus pawn Black enjoys a 
clear initiative and went on to win. 

Position 191 
E.Sveshnikov-S.Palatnik 
Belgrade 1988 

1 �xe61 fxe6 2 h4! 
Initiating a majority attack to soften up 

the enemy kingside. Now 2 ... �xh4? runs 

into 3 'ilt'g4. 
2 ... lDe6 3 hS gs 

Black can only keep the material balance 
by surrendering the b1-h7 diagonal . 
• il.g3 1/Id7 5 1/1<2 il.18 

After S ... h6?! 6 �.g6+ Black's king gets 
stuck in the centre. If 5 ... 0-0-0!?, then 6 h6! 
just like in the game, but not 6 Jl.xh7? lDb4! 
7 "b1 d4 with counterplay. 
6 h61 

Fixing a weakness on h7. 
6 ... 'I'f7 7 0--0-0 liJe7?1 

Now the black king becomes exposed. 
Preferable was 7 ... 0-0-0 speeding develop­
ment, when 8 'ilfe2!?, heading for g4, keeps 
some advantage. 
8 1!J'a4+1 e6 9 e41 a6 

421 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

Or 9 ... dxC4 10 .�xC4 lDd5 11 .�xd5 exd5 
12 e6! with a clear edge - 5veshnikov. 
10 'Was Ud8 11 iLe2! 

Heading for the a4-e8 diagonal. The 
game continued 11...lDf5 12 cxd5 cxd5 13 
'ilfa4+ .tId7 14 Ud3!, followed by ':c3 with a 
decisive attack. 

Position 192 
L.Vogt-U.Andersson 
Havana 1975 

1 ... hSI 
Preparing ...  h5-h4 in order to fix the g3-

square and indirectly weaken the f4-pawn. 
It is important to realize this idea before 
White manages to play 2 ii.f3 followed by 
g2-g3, after which he could. meet ._h5-h4 by 
93-94. 
2 11.13 

It is difficult to suggest anything better. 
2 .. .ii.xf3 3 :txf3 h41 4 :td2 l:tc41 

The most powerful way of doubling the 
rooks. 
5 b3 

This leads to new weaknesses, but 5 
�e2? lDe4 6 .l:W.4 tDg3+! didn't help either. 

s ... ':e6 6 a4 b4 7 lLle2 l::tae8 8 C4 
If 8 ttJd4, then 8 ... 110 intending ... lDd5. 

8 .. .bxe39 ':xc3 �dS 10 nxe6 :xe6 11 :b2 
The threat of 11...:C5 12 b4 l:tC4 obliges 

White to vacate the el-a5 diagonal for the 
bishop. 
11 ... iLf6 12 :ta2 :te81 

Heading for b8 in order to attack the 
weaknessatb3. 
13 iLd2ltb8 14�C1 �b4! 

After this exchange White won't be able 
to cover both weaknesses at b3 and f4. 
There followed 15 iLxb4 :xb4 16 1:.f2 iLe7! 
1J l:tf3 .�d6 18 1Oe2 ne4 19 1:.d3 �C5 2O .I:.C3 
.�f2 21 :tel �g7 22 "bgl ':xf4 and Black 
soon won. 
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Position 193 
A.Karpov-L.Stein 
USSR Championship. Leningrad 1971 

1 bSI 
Creating a strong passed pawn. 

1 ... cxbS?! 
1 ... ii.d7 was preferable, keeping more 

lines closed around the passed pawn, al­
though after 2 b6 '1ifbJ 3 C5!? dxc5 4 l:tb1 
�6 5 .�C4! the white knight soon enters on 
c5 with a strong initiative. 
2 nbS iLd7 3 l:tb1 :tee8 4 b61 

White keeps advancing the pawn, aware 
that 4_.�xa4? fails to 5 bxC]. 
4 ... 'ifb7 S iLbS :ta8 6 'ilr'b3 j.e6 

After 6 ... �xb5 7 'i'xb5 ':xa4 8 'itxa4 
':xc3 9 'i'a7! the blockade is broken. 
7 111b411.e7 8 !tIel dS 9 'll'b2 d4 10 1I.b41 

Winning the c5-square for the knight. 
10 ... iLgs 

Or 10 ... �xb4 11 'i'xb4 :1XC1+ 12 l:txcl 
'ilt'xe4 13 .�c6! :c8 14 b7 :xc6 15 :el and 
wins - Karpov. 
11 :Xe8 .u.xc8 12 'ilr'e2 :ta8 

Parrying the threat of 13 .�a6. 
13 11.d61 

A key move that prepares .'k.C7 in order 
to free the knight from the defence of b6. 
There followed 13 ... tDg6 14 'i'c2 :c8 15 iLC7 
.�d8 16 tLlC5 .:txc7 17 tLlxb7! :XC2 18 tLlxd8 
and the passed pawn soon proved decisive. 

Position 194 
E.Solozhenkin-I.Hellsten 
European Club Cup. 
Rethymnon 2003 

1 ... d4! 
Advancing the pawn before White man­

ages to set up a blockade by tLlb2-d3. Now 2 
tLlb2? doesn't work due to 2 ... 'ifxC5. 
2 b4 d31 3 J:[dll 



This time 3 tt.'!b2? fails to 3 ... �.O!. but 3 f3 
avoiding an attack on f2 was a better choice. 
There can folklw 3 ... 'I'd5 4 tt.'!b6 "'d4+ 5 'it'f1 
Sil.e5 with a strong black initiative. White 
can't improve this line by 5 �hl? due to 
5 ... �.h6! 6 'ilt'xh6 d2 7 lIdl :te8 etc. 

3 ... J<d4 4 'ill'xd3 
After 4 Ufl 'ilt'e4 5 tOo 'ife5! 6 tt.'!dl 'i'e2 

7 'i'g5 �xf2+! 8 <ZlXf2 d2 Black wins. 
4. •. ..t.Xf2+ S Wh1 l*'xd3 6 :txd3 j(,xcSI 7 g3 
j(,xb4 

With a decisive advantage. 

Position 195 
L.Thiede-T.Heinemann 
German league 2002 

1 �cSI 
Eliminating the black bishop in order to 

facilitate d5-d6. 
L __ bxcS 

After 1....ii.c8? 2 �e6+ .i.xe6 3 dxe6 Black 
loses material - Ribli. 

2 'ii'xb7+ ::'e7 3 'it'xa81 
A strong and necessary sacrifice. Any 

queen retreats permitted 3 ... 'i'd6 or 3 ... lL'ld6 

with a blockade. 
3 __ .'ilfxa8 4 d6 'ii'xg2+ 

Or 4 ... 'ilfe8 5 dxe7 liJxe7 6 :td8 ·.wa4 7 
ll1d7 'it'al+ 8 Sil.fl Wf7 9 :ta8!. followed by 
l:axa7 - Ribli. 
S ",xg2 l!d7 6 l!dS <llf7 7 g41 eg7 8 ltxcs 

White soon won. 

Position 196 
P.Svidler-A.Motyiev 
Russian Championship. 
Moscow 2004 

1 .. ':C1+1 2 J:e1 
After 2 l:t.xCl 'i'XC1+ White loses the f4· 

pawn 
2 ... 'ilfc21 

Solutions 

Eradicating the blockade of the passed 

pawn. 
3 'ii'xc2 :tXC2 4 e6 

On other moves 4 ... d3 is decisive. 
4 ... fxe6 S l:t:xe6 .ii.cS 6 'iWh2 d31 

The pawn reaches d2 with decisive ef­
feet. 
7 l:.d1 d2 8 'itg3 :'d3 9 .g4 

Or 9 lba6 .ii.e3, followed by .. J:I.cl. 
9 ... Sil.b4 10 :te8+ wh7 11 fS 1:.c1 12 €les 

:te31 
Ruling out any mating ideas with 13 

tt.'!g6. White resigned. 

Position 197 
E.Solozhenkin-O.Sepp 
Finnish Team Championship 2002 

1 tDe11 
Heading for d3 to block the passed 

pawn. In contrast. after 1 l:tfdll1d5!? Black 
has some pressure on e5. 
1 __ . .:il.a6 

Preparing ... c6·c5. After 1 .. :.C7?! 2 €Id3. 
followed by l:.fCl. Black ends up cramped. 
2 �d3 cS 3 bxcS lbxcS 4 -'DxcS 'ii'xcS S e61 

White exploits the exposed position of 
the bishop on a6 in order to create some 

activity. 
s .. .'�e7 

If 5 ... d3. then 6 e7 :te8 7 'ilfxd3 l:.xe7 8 

a4! with a decisive plus - Solozhenkin. 
6 exf7+ 'it'xf7 

Or 6 ... 'i'xf7 7 llfdl. keeping the d-pawn 
at bay. 
7 'ill'd31 

Thus White blocks the passed pawn and 
creates the threat of a3-a4. whereas Black 
has a problem with his exposed king. The 
game continued 7 ... :td6 8 :tfel 'i'd7 9 g5 

iLf8?! 10 'i'd2 a4 11 Ae4!, followed by %I,bel, 
with a decisive attack. 
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Position 198 
D.Zakarian-J.Hellsten 
Agios Kirykos 2004 

1 .•• Qlb3! 
With the idea 2 .. .cxb4 3 axb4 as in order 

to create a powerful passed pawn. 1 ... cxb4?! 
2 axb4 �b3 is less precise due to 3 ,,"xc8 
l:xc8 4 bS! when one pawn stops two. 
2 nel cxb4 3 axb4 aSI 4 bxas bxas S h4 

Both S �es?! a4 6 �.dl �CS, preparing 

... a3-a2, and 5 d4 a4 6 h4 g4 7 �e5 a3 8 e4 
a2 9 ltxb3 iLxb3 10 'ilfxb3 ltxd4 are equally 
troublesome for White. 
S ... .t.xf3 6 l:t.xb31 

After 6 iLxf3 l:txd3 or 6 gxf3 a4 White is 

also suffering, but now he loses on the spot. 
6 ... f.xe2 1 .uxe2 �cl+ 8 ¢'h2 'irall 9 'itf3 
l:t.hl+ 10 ¢'g3 'ites+ 

White resigned. 

Position 199 
V.Golod-A. Vydeslaver 
Israeli Championship. Tel Aviv 2002 

l l:t.acll 
Initiating a series of exchanges that will 

facilitate the advance of the passed pawn. 

Of course 1 d7? 'ilfxf6 2 dxc8'i' l:txc8 would 

be counter·productive. 
1..:iWa4 2 nxc8 :lxc8 3 �xe4 

Another possible move order is 3 d7 l:t.d8 
4 �xe4 'ilfxe4 5 tl'xd3. 

3 .. :i'xe4 4 d1 l:d8 
Or 4 ... :ta8 5 'ilt'xd3 'i!fxd3 6 l:t.xd3 i.e7 7 

l:t.e3! and wins - Golod. 
5 "IIxd3 

In view of 5 .. JWxd3 6 Uxd3. followed by 7 
iLc7. or 5 ... "c6 6 'ii'C3+! tl'xc3 7 bxC3, pre­
paring the same move, Black resigned. 
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Position 200 
P.Cramling-E.Kovalevskaya 
European Women's Championship, 
Plovdiv 2008 

l 11e41 
With the double intention of 2 l:de1, 

seizing the e-file, and 2 'ii'f4, fighting 
against the biockade on d6. 
1 ... lUe8? 

1...nfd8 was a lesser evi� when 2 l:t.del, 

heading for e7, keeps the initiative. 
2 'itf4l'M1'xf4 

2 ... tied8? fails to 3 .:te8+!, while after 

2 ... 'i'd7 3 ltxe8+ l:xe8 4 d6 Black is also suf· 
fering - Cramling. 
3 lIxl.l:t18 

Sad but necessary. After 3 ... Ite7 4 d6 
l:t.d7 5 .�a4!, both s ... iJ..c6 6 Uc4 and 5 ... 1I.dd8 

6 d7l:t.b8 7 J:e1 win for White. 
4 d6 l:t.cd8 5 :tel 

5 lIC4! iLc8 6 J:C7 �.e6 7 ltxa 7 was even 
simpler - Cram ling. 

S ... iLc8? 
Not s ... Itxd6? 6 :txf7!, but S ... i.c6 was 

preferable. when 6 l:td4 maintains a clear 
edge. 

6 l:t.xf11 :txf1 1 l:.e1 .�.d1 
Or 7 ... 11df8 8 d7 �.xd7 9 ttxd7 g6 10 

l:t.xa7 'Ot'g7 11 J:txf7+ nxf7 12 .i.xf7 �xf7 13 
g4 with a winning pawn endgame. 
8 l!x17 �h8 9 13 

With a decisive advantage. 

Position 201 
O.Romanishin-V.Anand 
Candidates match (game 7). 
New York 1994 

1. .. i.xe41 
Preparing ... �C4-d6 with a firm blockade 

of the passed pawn. 1...lbC4?! 2 lU2C3 is less 
precise, when White may later recapture 



with the knight on e4. 
2 iL)(e4�c4 3 'ii'b3 �d6 4 .1(g2 �d7 5 iLd2 

Now Black gets considerable activity. 
The restrictive 5 J�.e3! 'i'as 6 l:tfCl lUc8 

yielded White a slight edge - Anand. 
5 ... l2JC51 6 'ii'a3 lDce4 7 iLb4?1 a51 8 iLe1 

Black's point was 8 iLxe4 axb4 9 'it'xb4 
lla6!. followed by ... l:tb6, with strong coun­
terplay. Thus White should have played 7 
ii.e1 at once. 

8 ... &41 9 "iild3 'iled6 
Black's clever knight regrouping has en­

abled the idea of a central break with ... eS· 
04. 
10 iLC3 e41 11 'ii'c2?1 

A lesser evil was 11 ,�xe4iDxb2 12 ii.xb2 
ii.xb2 13 l:tabl with just a slight disadvan­
tage. 
11 •• ..i.)(C3 12 ihc3 l:te8 13 b3 lLle5 14 �d4 
':c8 

With a strong initiative thanks to the 
excellent knights. In contrast, the passed 
pawn on dS has completely lost its poten­
tial. 

Position 202 
C.Garcia Palermo-S.Giardelli 
Pinamar 2001 

1h41 
Opening a new front on the kings ide, in 

order to exhaust the black defence. 

L .. lIb7 
After 1...iDb3? 2 J:txb3! .�xb3 3 iDC7 

White wins material, while 1 ... es?! 2 ii.e3, 
followed by 3 Ad1. or 1 ... hS?! 2 11g3 �h7 3 
.id3! �xd3 4 l:xd3, followed by 5 (jJC7, is 
equally troublesome for Black. 
2 hS iLe7?1 

2...lOb3 was critical, when 3 .uxb3! .�xb3 
4 11c7! ii.dS! 5 .:txb7 .�xb7 6 iDC7 .:td8 (not 
6 ... nc8? 7 ,�a6!) 7 ii.f3! dS 8 hxg6 hxg6 9 
.1g4! keeps some winning chances. There-

Solutions 

fore 2 .�e3 or 2 ACC3. avoiding the fork on 
b3  before playing h4-hS. would have been 

more technical. 
3 hxg6 hxg6 4l1g31 �f7 5 11h3 

Now S ... lOb3 6 1bb3! ,�xb3 7 gC7! is in­

deed decisive; e.g. 7 ... i(dS? 8 liJxd6+ or 
7 .. Jhc7 8 liJxC7 .�dS 9 .�f3! - Stohl. 
5.··e5 

Parrying the threat of 6 gh7+ �g8 7 
Ah8+. At this point White continued 6 
liJxd6+ .�xd6 7 .�xcS .�xcS 8 .uxcS and later 
realized his extra pawn. However, by 6 
ii.xcS! dxcS 7 lldl ii.e6 8 liJd6+! .�xd6 9 

llh7+ he could have won on the spot. 

Position 203 
E.Tomashevsky-A.lljin 
Russian Junior Championship 2006 

1 �e51 
Supported by the tactic 1...'i'xes? 2 

.�h7+, White prepares liJC4 in order to 
break the blockade on d6. In contrast, 1 
lOd2? failed to 1...iDxdS. 

1 ... �b5? 
logical but tactically ill-founded. Black is 

also in trouble after 1 ... bS?! 2 .�bl. intend­
ing 3 liJg4. A better try is 1 ... 11ad8 2 lDc.4 
:'a6, when 3 .�bl!?  keeps strong pressure 

along the e-file. 3 d6 bS! 4 dxe7 11xdl 5 
:'Xdl bXc4 is less clear. 
2 'l'C51 

Now 2 ... a6 or 2...i.a6 fails to 3 liJg4! "f4 

4 g3. 
2 •. .ltb6 3 d61 'ilg6 4 �xg6 /xg6 5 d7 IId8 6 
a41 

Deflecting the bishop. 
6.,,�a6 

Both 6 ... �xa4 7 'l'C4+ and 6 ... �c6 7 
lOxc6 J:xc6 8 l::te8+ �h7 9 'iidS! win - Ribl;. 

In the game White adds an extra pawn to 
his other assets . 
7 'ilxg61 �h7 
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Or 7 ... 'i'xg6 8 'iic8! 'iif6 9 :c.e8+ etc. 
S lbes 

The game concluded 8 ... .:te6 9 'i'dS J:e7 
10 h3 b6 11 '''e4+ �g8 12 lbg4! and Black 
resigned. 

Position 204 
V.lvanchuk·S.Tiviakov 
Benidorm (rapid) 2008 

1 c)(bsl tt)(C3 1 bxa611 
A rook sacrifice that produces a danger­

ous passed pawn. less convincing is 2 

iLd4?! .c.xcl 3 'ihas axbs! 4 'iixbs with un­

clear play - Golubev. 
2 •• .1;)16 

A key variation is 2 .. :fkc7 3 ttxc3 'it'xC3 4 
'itxC3 l1xc3 S a7 :'c8 6 �,a6!, followed by 

�b7 and a8�, when White ends up with a 

sound extra pawn. 
3 f31 :3c511 

3 ... iLd7 4 a7 113cs was preferable, al­
though after S b4 'it'xa7 6 bxcS dxcS 7 'ilt'f2 

White's advantage is practically decisive -
Golubev. 

4 tt)(cSI �)(C5 S b41 
Recovering the rook with a decisive ad­

vantage thanks to the passed pawn. 
s ... 'i'a3 6 bxcS d)(cS 7 iLh61 lbd7 B iLbS 

Black resigned. 

Position 205 
M.Botvinnik-A.Lilienthal 
Moscow 1936 

1 ... bSl 
This helps White to create a strong 

passed pawn on the a-file. The prophylactic 
LItec8 was better. 

2 c)(bS a)(bs 3 .udcll 
Simple but strong. Now that 3 ... .:I.ec8 

fails tact)cally. White wins the battle for the 
c-file. 
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3 .. ':bc3 4 l:t)(C3 bxa4 S 1l:C71 
A strong intermediate move based on 

the tactical line 5 ... 'i'xb3? 6 lbxe7+1:.xe7 7 
1:.c8+!. 
S .. .'tibS 6 bxa4 

The straightforward 6 li::!xe7+!? 1:.xe7 7 
1:.xe7 axb3 8 1:.C7! was also strong, but Bot­

vinnik prefers a more technical win. 
6 .. :tiel+ 7 'it'fl 'it'd2+ B ¢'lefl 

Thanks to his outside passed pawn and 
active pieces. White is winning. 

B ••• e6 
Or 8 ... 1:.a8 9 .:I.c8+! 'u'xc8 10 lbxe7+ �8 

11 lbxc8 etc. 

9 1ilb61 
A good square for the knight, where it 

prevents .. .lIa8 and enables a rook ex· 
change. There followed 9 ... liJf6 10 as 'u'b8 
11 1:.c8+! 1:.xc8 12 lLlxc8 lbe8 13 a6 lbC7 14 

a7 llJa8 15 liJxd6 �f8 16 es! and the king 
entered with decisive effect. 

Position 206 
T.Nyback-M.Carlsen 
Dresden Olympiad 2008 

1 a41 a)(b4 2 a)(bSI 
Giving up the knight in exchange for 

two powerful connected passed pawns. If 
Black hadtried to avoid this by playing 
1 ... bxa4?!. he would have ended up clearly 

worse after 2 bS!. 
l ... b)(C3 3 liJ)(c6 liJf6 4 tt)(C3 �fS 

If 4 ... liJe4. intending S ... �.h4, then 5 
lbxe7+ '''xe7 6 'ilrb2, followed by bS-b6, 

with a devastating initiative. 
S lhaBI 

Swapping off one of the passed pawns' 
opponents. 
S ... 1:.xaS 6 l:tall liJe4 7 'i'bl lleS 8 lbes 

With the strong threat of 9 b6, which 

obliges Black to take radical measures. 
B ... lb)(cS 9 b6 'tIfb7 10 'it'bSI 



A well-cakulated blow. Also strong was 
10 dxcs �.xcs 11 'i'bs flc8 12 '*d7! with 
decisive simplifications. 
10 ... 1:.a8 11 .%:xa8 'i'xaB 12 dXc5 'iIf a1+ 13 

<t>h2 'ifxe5+ 14 g3 
Now the passed pawns win the game. 

Play saw 14 ... d4 15 b7 "i!i'f5 16 'i'b2 dxe3 17 
fxe3 ",,"xcs 18 b8'" with a quick win. 

Position 207 
E.Gleizerov-V.Novgorodskij 
Kazan 2007 

1. __ �e61 
Sacrificing the exc ha nge in order to cre­

ate counter play. After 1 ... :d8?! 2 dXc7! 
lbdl 3 1:.axdl the passed pawn on c7 
proves too strong; e.g. 3 ... ..tb7 4 �.xb7 ,*xb7 

5 ttd8+ <'De8 6 �b8! "c6 7 <'Dxbs! i.f8 8 
.xa7 'it'xc7 9 �.xC7 :'xa7 10 �.b6 and Black 
resigned in S.Atalik-B.Kreiman. Los Angeles 
1998. 1...it.b7? !  2 .:i.xb7 'ilt'xb7 3 dXc7 is 

equally unconvincing. 
2 i.xaB lilxf4 3 gxf4 .i.h3 

The bishop exchange will leave the 
white kings ide without defenders. 

4 .ig2 .tl.xg2 5 �xg2 b41 6 �a4 
Or 6 <'DdS 'it'xd6 7 ttJxf6+ 'i!txf6 8 'it'cl 

'i'e6!? hitting e2 and preparing ... c4-0. 

6 __ .'W'c6+ 7 �gl c4 
A complex position has arisen, where 

Black's active pieces and the misplaced 
knight on a4 seem to compensate for the 
rna teria I deficit. The ga me continued 8 :.Cl 
as 9 '*C2 ttJe8 10 :fdl ttJxd6 11 Uxd6 'ilt'xd6 
12 '*xC4 W'd7! 13 b3 tr'g4+ 14 rJl'hl 'trn4 
with counterplay for the pawn. 

Position 208 
A.Khalifman-E.Ennenkoy 
Elenite 1994 

I b411 

Solutions 

Sacrificing the queen in exchange for a 
few connected passed pawns. Obviously 1 
'i'b7 .:I.b8 2 'ili'a6 l:ta8 would just have led to 
a draw. 

1 .. ..c.xc6 
Or 1 ... cxb4 2 'ilt'a6 .:ta8 3 it.a7, followed 

by b6-b7. while 2 b6!? lbc6 3 dxc6 is also 

strong. 
2 dxc6e6 

After 2 ... tr'b6 3 c4 �a8 4 11al! the black 
queen is left alone in the defence; e.g. 
4 ... .:xal 5 l:lxal e6 6 Ila6 '*C7 7 bXC5 dxcs 8 
�.xcs with a quick win - Khalifman. 
3 lIedll 

3 bxcs d5 4 b6 d4 5 c7 "e7! is less clear 
- Khalifman. 
3 .. :flb8 

Both 3 ... cxd4 4 b6 and 3 ... dS 4 ..ixC5 d4 5 
b6 are equally desperate for Black. 
4 bXc5 d5 5 exd5 exd5 6 l:xd5 'ireS 7 c7 .'t7 
8 b61 "IIxd5 9 b7 

Black resigned. 

Position 209 
J.Helislen-R.Hungaski 
Mendoza 2005 

1 t31 
Preparing e3-e4 in order to advance the 

kings ide majority. Less convincing is 1 e4?! 
dxe4 2 lDcxe4'i'c6 with rough equality. 
1 ... ltJb6 2 e4 �eB 

After L.dxe4 3 fxe4 �g4 4 l:.cdl White 
is also better. 

3 l:.tdl 
3 es "i!i'd7 4 f4 �g7 is less promising. 

3 ... t5 4 e5 'ike7 5 t4 �C7 6 b31 
Tying the knight on b6 to the defence of 

the c4-pawn to prevent ... lDc8 and ... b7-b5. 
6 .. .I!d7 7 Iilfl l!fd8 8 lile3 �h8 9 "IIb2 8511 

This just produces a weak pawn on fs. 
but Black had run out of constructive ideas. 
10 1I:tl cxb3 11 axb3 :lgB 12 i.d3 'i'f8 13 
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tile2 lI11 
At this point the simple 14 fxg5 f4 (or 

14 .. ':xg5 15 �f4) 15 �xf4 l.txf4 16 llxc7 
would have led to a decisive advantage. 

Position 210 
T.Nyback·V.lvanchuk 
European Championship. Antalya 
2004 

1 ... a6! 
Preparing ... b7-b5 in order to advance 

the queenside majority. 
2 �e3 bS 3 :hC1 

The simplifying attempt 3 axb5 axb5 4 

b3? failed to 4 ... C3!. 
3 ... h6 

With White lacking an active plan, Black 
has no reason to hurry. 

4 h4 l:ac8 5 nbS alCbs 6 'i'e4 'iifb3 7 'tIIC2 
'tIIa2! 

Keeping up the pressure on the b2-
pawn. 
S J/.d21 

This loses at once. White had to play S 
b3, when s ... 'ihS+! 9 q.,gl c3 keeps a clear 
advantage - Ivanchuk. 
8 ... C31 9 �lCC3 b4 

Establishing a decisive pin. 

10:a1 'ilfdS+ 11e4'i1t'e6 
White resigned. 

Position 211 
E.Ci rivas-Z.llincic 
Varna 1994 

1 ... dlCe41 
Preparing the advance of the kingside 

pawn majority. less convincing is 1...d4?! 2 

i.C4, followed by q.,d2 and !De1-d3. 
2 �xe4 f5 3 �dS :e7 

Avoiding 3 ... l:teS?! 4 c6! with counter­
play. 
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4 �e2 
Now 4 c6 proves harmless after 4 ... bxc6 

5 �xc6 AbS, while 4 o-o? fails to 4 ... e4 5 
�411e5! 6 �a2 .�xh4 - llinck. 
4 .. .e4 5 tiJd2 lte5 6 .lta2 f41 

Gaining more space and preparing 
... �g4+. 
7 f3 exf3+ 

less clear is 7 ... e3?! S �e4 with a block­
ade. 

8 'Ofooxf3 l:te3+! 9 'it'xf4 
Or 9 <til, J/.94 10 lill3 J/.16 11 II" lIdB. 

intending ... �f5, with a clear advantage -

Ilinck. 
9 .. .Ite2 10 !DC4 hS! 

The immediate 1o .. 11xg2?! permits 11 
q.,f3 l:tg4 12 h5 with some counterplay. 
11 l:.he1 l:lCg2 

Black is clearly better. 

Position 212 
Y.Seirawan-J.Peters 
US Championship. G reenville 1980 

1 b4! 
Advancing the pawn majority and pre­

paring to activate the last piece by lla2-d2. 

1 ... 'iIt'e8 2 l:a2! !Da71 
A strange move. 2 .. 11cS was preferable. 

3 lDe51 ttJc6 4 lDlCd7 !DlCd7 5 .i.e4 fS1I 
Black desists from disputing the open 

file. 5 ... !Df6 6 �f3 l:tdS must have been bet­
ter. 

6 �lCc61 blCC6 7 l:tad2 
The rook reaches its ideal square and 

... e6-e5 is prevented. 
7 ... lDb6 8 'ilt'b3 c5 9 blCCSI �lCC510 .ltd6! 

White enjoys an overwhelming advan­

tage; e.g. 10 ... �xd6 11 Axd6 �cS 12 l:td7, 
followed by c5-c6, and the passed pawn 
decides. 



Position 213 
W.Wittmann-S.Dolmatov 
Frunze 1983 

I.Joe71 
Intending .. .f7·fS and ... e6-es to advance 

the ldngside pawn majority. The immediate 
1 ... fS? was less precise due to 2 .�xc6! 'i'xc6 
3 lUf3. controlling eS. 

2 e311 
Preferable was 2 g3 fS 3 �g2 eS with 

just a slight black edge - Dolmatov. 
2 •.• fS 3 iLe2 eS 

Now these two pawns control consider­

able space, and they can prove useful in a 
future kings ide attack. 
411lf311lg6 5 g3 bSI 

Intending to deploy the bishop on the 
h1-a8 diagonal. which was weakened by 
g2-g3. 

6 11lgS 
The beginning of an incorrect combina­

tion, but White was short of good options; 

e.g. 6 l:.fe1 �b7 7 lDxe5? llae8 and Black 
wins - Dolmatov. 
6 •.• h6 7 11ld41 exd4 8 .Il.b3+ <j.>h8 9 li'hs Ii'c6 
10 exd4 'ir'f6 

Having a clear extra piece. Black won 
just a few moves later. 

Position 214 
S.Dolmatov-Alexa.lvanov 
Tashkent 1980 

leSI 
The first step in the advance of the 

queenside pawn majority. Other moves. 
such as 1 lLlc3 and 1 a3. permit 1 ... es! with 
counterplay. 

1. • .iLe7 
Neither 1 ... �xc5? 2 llC1 b6 3 b4 nor 

1 ... �bS?! 2 'i'e3! i.xfl 3 cxd6 'i'C4 4 lDd2 
works outwell for Black 

Solutions 

2 lDc3 i.e6 
This time 2 ... .JtXCS?! fails to 3 i.xcS "xcS 

4 .�xb7 .l:a7 S .�xa6 with a sound extra 
pawn - Dolmatov. 

3 b41.1l.xf3 4 1i'xf3 ltfd8 5 llfdlI1ldS 6 11lxdS 
:xdS 1 i.e3 

The piece exchanges will make the po­
tential passed pawn on cS even stronger. 
7 .. ':'ad8 8 1bdS .u.xdS 9 l:dl l:xdl+ 

Resistance on the d-fi1e by 9 ... 'i'd7? 10 
lhdS 'ii'xdS fails to 11 'ilfxdS exdS 12 a4 ¢f8 
13 bS axbs 14 as! dre8 1S c6 etc. 
10 'itxdl g6 

And here the simple 11 'ilt'C2!, preparing 
a2-a4. was very strong; e.g. 11 ... 'iIt'c6 12 a4 

f6 13 'iib3!, followed by b4-bS with a clear 
advantage - Dolmatov. 

Position 215 
D.Sermek-G.Serper 
Tilburg 1994 

1 ... a61 
Preparing ... b7-bS in order to undermine 

White's pawn majority. 

, .Il.b, .Il.f8 
The immediate 2 ... b5?! permits 3 cxbS 

axbs 4 lDfS .l1i.f8 5 lDh6+! �h8 6 lDgs with 
an initiative - serper. 

3 ':ellOhSI 
Heading for f4(-d3). Also interesting was 

3 ... bS. 

4 ':ed1?1 
Preventing the ... lDf4-d3 manoeuvre in 

advance, but now Black reverts to his first 
plan with great effect 4 g3 was better, with 

just a slight disadvantage after 4 ... g6 fol­
lowed by ... .i..g7 - serper. 
4 ... bSI 5 nbS axbs 6 �e2 b41 

Fixing the queenside and enabling ... .i..bS. 

7 l:d4 :xd4 
On 7 ... �bS?! White had prepared 8 1Ifd1!. 

8 l1lexd4 I1lf4 9 lldlIId8 
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Black has a more pleasant game. The 

battle concluded 10 g3? lDe2+ 11 <1.>g2 e5! 
12 lDxe5 lDe6 13 lDef3 lD6xd4 14 �xd4 .:iiC5 
15 lDxe2 1bd1 16 lDc1 and White resigned 
at the same time. 

Position 216 
C.Bauer-O.Korneev 
Pamplona 2006 

l 1i1d41 
Using some minor tactics White man­

ages to advance his kingside pawn major­
ity. Less convincing was 1 f4?! �C4 with an 
attack on the e3-pawn. 

1 ... b6 
Obviously Lf6? failed to 2 'ilfxa7. 

2 f41 cS 3 'ilt'e4 'l'c6 4 �d31 
A clever tactical resource. After 4 'ilt'xc6 

lDxc6 5 i.f3 Black can improve his defence 

by 5 ... lDb4! - Deviatkin. 

.... 15 
Or 4 ..... lhe4 5 i.xe4 when neither 

s ... lDd7 6 .:iic6 lDf6 7 �2, followed by <Jo>f3 
and e3-e4, nor s .. .toC4 6 <1.>f2 wf8 7 .li.dS 
lDd.6 8 e4 is at all appealing for Black. 

5 'ilt'xc6 ll:lxc6 6 g41 fxg4?1 
This converts the e-pawn into a strong 

passed pawn. 6 ... ll:le7 was a lesser evil. 
7 hxg4 g5 8 ... 1 Iild8 9 15 

With the strong plan of .:iid5 and e4-e5. 
The game continued 9 ... lDf7 10 i.d5 ..ti'8 11 
hf7! <:l;xf7 12 'OW2 g6 13 �3 followed by 

e4-e5 and White won without difficulties. 

Position 217 
M.Botvinnik-V.Smyslov 
World Championship (game 12), 
Moscow 1954 

1 llxd81 llxd8 2 eSI 
By handing over the open file White 

manages to push his kingside pawns. 
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2 ... Iild5 
2 .. lZe8 makes little sense after 3 f4, 

while knight moves like 2 ... ll:l6d7 permit 3 
e6! fxe6 4 .:iixe6+, exposing the black king. 
3 lDxdS cxdS 4 'iIM21 

Provoking Black's next move so that a 
later f4-f5 is effected with tempo. less con­
vincing is 4 f4?! gxf4 5 gxf4 d4, followed by 

... d4-d3. 
4 ... Iil.6 514 gxf4 6 gxf4 1i1c61 

This lets White continue his plan, even­
tually leading to a strong attack. Correct 
was 6 ... 'iif'd4! 7 'ilt'xd4 lDxd4 8 l:.dl tUe6 with 

just a slightly inferior endgame. 
7 fSl lLlcS 

Or 7 ... d4+ 8 'bg1, followed by 'iif'g5, with 

similar play. 
8 1i1g51 fld7 

After 8 .. .f6 9 'ilfg2 fxes 10 b4! lDd3 11 f6 
'''d7 12 'ill'e4J White wins - Botvinnik. 
9 J:gl f6 10 exf6 .!Lle4 11 f7+1 

Deflecting the rook from the defence of 
the d5-pawn. The game concluded 11 ... l:.xf7 
12 'ill'd8+ <:l;h7 13 .li.xd5 lLlf2+ 14 <:l;g2 'ill'f6 
15 ·"xf6 1:t.xf6 16 'Ot>xf2 l:xf5+ 17 .li.f3 J:f4 18 

1:.g4 and Black resigned. 

Position 218 
Pr.Nikolic-V.Seirawan 
Wijk aan lee 1995 

1 .. :ot>e71 
Covering the rook on d8 before moving 

the knight from d7, where it controls the 
crucial square cs. Instead, the game con­

tinued 1...lLlf6?! 2 ::.xd8+! l:txd8 3 l:.xd8+ 
'iif'xd8 4 C5!. Thus White converts his pawn 
majority into a passed pawn, besides which 
the pawn on as becomes weak. After 

4 ... bxC5 5 'ilt'xC5+ 'Ot>g8 6 iLf3! 'ill'd2 7 a3 lDd.7 
8 '''c8+ <1.>h7 9 <t>g2! 'Des 10 .:iie4+ g6 11 h5! 
White was better on both flanks and later 
managed to win. 



2 a3 lbf6 
Also possible is 2 ... .!DcS 3 b4 axb4 4 axb4 

lbd7 with a waiting game, but not 4 ... lba6?! 

5 'ti'a3! and the knight is misplaced on a6. 
3 b4 

After 3 .uxd8 l:txd8 4 .uxd8 'it'xd8! White 
doesn't achieve c4-cS either, just like in the 
main line. 
3 .. .axb4 4 axb41bd4 S :xd4 �8 

Preparing _.'I'e7 with some pressure on 
the b4-pawn. Black has no problems. 

Position 219 
A.Lein-R.Kholmov 
USSR Team Championship 1967 

1 ... fS! 
A first step to a future .. .fS-f4, under­

mining the white pawn chain. 
2 ne111e6 3 JiLb2 'i'gs 4 a4 f41 S JiLf1 

After 5 axbs? f3 Black obtains a strong 
attack. 

S ... l:tf8 6 axbs nbS 7 llal ioc6 8 na6 iod71 
Black isn't interested in a draw by repe­

tition and directs his last piece at the en­

emy kingside. 
g exf4 

Or 9 l:t:a7 fxe3 10 fxe3 l:I.ef6!, intending 
11 l:txd7 :tf2 12 'l'xf2 lhf2 13 �xf2 "fS+ 
etc. 

9 ... Q)xf4 10 'l'e3 'i'ds 
10 ... .:g6 11 g3 is less convincing. 

1111al ioc8 12 lIC7lDd31 
With a strong initiative. 

Position 220 
V.Hort-R.Bogdanovic 
Sarajevo 1972 

1 bSI 
Preparing bS-b6 with decisive damage 

to Black's pawn chain. 

1 .•• h4 2 11.12 1I.g7 

Solutions 

Or 2 ... dxcs 3 'W-xes with a crushing ad­
vantage. 

3 b61 dxcS 
3 ... cxbG 4 cxd6 "'f8 5 "xb6 is equally 

hopeless. 

4 bXcl bS S Q)b6 c4 6 JiLXC4! bXc4 7 lbxdl 
In view of 7 ..... xd7 8 '1it'b8+, Black re­

signed. 

Position 221 
N.Burnoiu-V.lordachescu 
Bucharest 2003 

1 ... cSI 
Undermining the white pawn chain and 

enhancing a future queenside attack. 
2 c3 c4! 3 iLC2 as 

Black moves his focus from the d4-pawn 

to the one on C3. Due to his crippled pawn 
structure White is unable to launch a simi­
lar attack on the ldngside. 
4 l!hgl 

Or 4 il..f6 .ltxfG 5 'i'xf6 l:tg8 with a clear 

edge - Lukacs. 
4 ... b4 5 'll'd2 'ilc6 6 'il14 �d71 

A clever way of activating the rook on 

h8. Of course G ... o-o? 7 lbxhS had to be 
avoided. 
7 1ilh3 b31 

A strong pawn sacrifice that is often 
executed on the opposite flank in the King's 

Indian. 
8 axb3 cxb3 9 JiLxb3 a4 10 .�.a2 lDas! 11 
'i'c2? 

White had to try to distract the black 
pieces from the queenside; e.g. 11 .. f4 :'f8 

12 JiLfG iLxf6 13 exf6!? with some remote 
hope of survival 

11 ... l:b8 
Now the threat of 12 ... .!Dbc4 is decisive. 

12 ttJf4?1 ttJbc4 
In view of the multiple threats, White 

resigned. 
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Position 222 
R.Bar·A.Finkel 
Israeli Championship. Tel Aviv 2002 

1 ... f61 
Undermining White's centre, and clear­

ing the f-file and the al-h8 diagonal for his 

own pieces. 
2 exf6 

After 2 dxcS bxcS 3 exf6 'W'xf6 4 :tad1 
.:tae8, the further advances ... dS-d4 and 
... e6-es are already on the menu. 

2 ... 'tItxf6 3 :tadl :lae8 4 iLd3 
Or 4 lUes tDxes 5 dxeS �e7 6 g4 It)h6, 

with ideas like ... dS-d4 and ... g6-gs - Finkel. 

4 ... exd4 5 lLle2 lUe31 
Seizing the bishop pair. 

6 �xe3 dxe3 7 .-xe3 .:tee8 8 e3 £Lh61 
Increasing the pressure on f4 and pre­

paring ... e6-es. 
9 1ilfd4 11JcS 

The tempting 9 .. es?! permits 10 'i'h3! 
with counterplay. 
10 'tIth3 iLg7 11 iLe2 iLe812 'tItg3 iLd7 13 b3 
.!iJe4 14 £Lxe4 dxe4 

Again preparing ... e6-es. with an excel­

lent game for Black. 

Position 223 
S.Dolmatov-T.Rakic 
Frunze 1983 

1�3h21 
Preparing �g4 a nd f4-fS with an attack. 

1 ... bS 
Perhaps 1 ... �d7 2 'iVg40-0-0 was a safer 

choice. 
2 '*'g4 'lWd7 3 axbs axbs 4 .:txa8+ It)xa8 5 f41 

Now this advance gains strength due to 
the unsafe position of Black's king. 

s .. .tDe7 6 �e3 b4 7 fSI exfs 8 lUxfS lLle6 9 
Iilf3 'IIa41 

9 ... 0-0 was a lesser evil - Dolmatov. 
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10 il.8S1 il.fS 
Both 1o ... fiLxgs 11 It)d6+ and 10 ... �xgs 

11 �xgs, followed by es-e6, are even more 
unpleasant for Black. 
11 iLxh4 'tIta2 12 ltJgS 

With an extra pawn and a strong attack. 

White is winning. 

Position 224 
PJaracz-A.Onischuk 
Koszalin 1999 

1 ... fiLe71 
Preparing ... f7-fS with an attack on the 

white pawn chain. 
2 fiLICe4 bxe4 3 ltJfd2 fSI 4 �a3 tDf6 5 f371 

Securing the ds-pawn, but also expos­

ing the kings ide. A lesser evil was 5 �axc4 
fxe4 6 It)xe4 It)xdS, when Black is better 
thanks to his bishop pair and strong centre. 

S ••• lilhSI 
Now Black's kingside attack plays itself. 

6 tVf1 be4 7 fXe4 fiLh41 8 :te2 '*'f6 9 fiLe3 
'1186 

On top of White's other problems, his 

e4-pawn has become vulnerable. 
10 'ike2 �4 11 iocf4 exf41 

Creating the strong threat of ... f4-f3. 
12 �ICe4 f3 13 l:e3 

13 :td2 :lae8 is equally hopeless - Wed­
berg. 
13 ... iLxdSI 

In this desperate position, White re­
signed. 

Position 225 
V.Salov-M.llle,ca, Cordoba 
Madrid 1994 

1 ... bSl 
softening up White's pawn chain before 

he prevents this idea by 2 a4. 
, a4 



Both 2 cxbs?! 'i'xbs and 2 cs iDf6 expose 
the ds-pawn. 

2 ... bxC4 3 bXC4 b6 
3 ... iDf6!? preparing ... c7-c6. seems even 

simpler with a faster version of the game. 

4g4 
A lesser evil was 4 as bxas 5 l:rxas );txas 

6 .:txas c6 - l11escas. 
4 ... c61 

Converting one of the enemy pawns 
into a weakness. 
5 dxc6 'l'xc6 6 .lil.b4?1 

Preferable was 6 'i'e4 'i'xe4 7 lbe4 iDf6 
8 l:t.e3 l:rfcS 9 i.b4 with just a slight disad­
vantage after 9 ... .:.xc4 10 �xd6 e4 - llIescas. 
6 ... lilI6 7 �g3 !lIeS a1!lb3 e41 

Before taking on c4, Black creates new 

weaknesses in the enemy camp. 
9 f4 'ilixc4 10 'i'xC4 nxc4 11 �xd6 Itd81 

Preparing a check on d3. Black is clearly 
better. 

Position 226 
Z.Ribli-M.Petursson 
Reykjavik 1988 

1 941 
Softening upthe black pawns on e4 and 

15. 
1 ... fxg4 

After 1 ... g6?! 2 gxfS gxfs 3 iJ..h3, followed 
by 'iPhl and l:t.gl+, the black king faces big 

trouble. 
2 �xe4 �xe4 

The aggressive 2 ... iDxb3? fails to 3 iDC4! 
- Ribli. 

3 'i'xe4.itf6 4 �xaSI 
Eliminating the most active of Black's 

minor pieces. 
4 ... 'ilbas S iDC4 'it'a6 6 'l'xg4 

With a sound extra pawn, White went 

on to win. 

Position 227 
A.De Santis-Kr.Georgiev 
Genoa 2006 

1 ... iDe81 

Solutions 

Preparing ... iDC7 and ... b7-bS with 
queenside activity. 
2 ndg111g7 3 iDge2 0.C7 4 f4 

After 4 a4?! the effect of b7-bS will be 
even greater; e.g. 4 ... bs! S cxbS axbs 6 axbs 

iDb6 followed by ... �.d7 and ... 'ilie8. 
4 ... exf4 5 0.xf4 0.es 6 .ite2 bSI 7 0.g2 

Obviously 7 cxbs? axbs 8 0.xbs iDxbs 9 
.�.xbS llxa2 is very bad for White. 
7 .... �.gs 8 h4 �.xe3 9 0.xe3 .itd7 10 hS gSI 

Closing the doors for White's kingside 
attack. From now on a knight on fs can al­

ways be swapped off, whereas Black has 
interesting attacking prospects on the op­
posite flank. The game continued 11 llg2 
h6 12 l:t.11 nf7 13 lL:\cd1 'i'e7 14 'ilias 'ilid8 15 
b3 l:t.b8 16 0.b2 �.c8 17 :tgf2 'i'e7 18 'i'C3 

�d7 19 0.d3 b4!?, followed by ... as-a4, with 
a better game for Black. 

Position 228 
M.Adams-R.Kasimdzhanov 
FIDE World Championship. 
Tripoli 2004 

1 lil3h21 
Preparing f2-f4 with a kingside attack. 

1 ... 'i'd8 2 f4 exf4 
Otherwise White could expand by 3 fs. 

3 Wxf4 1!1e7 4 lill3 16 5 lilg3 IIda 
Also after S ... 'i'f7 6 l:rfl l:t.e7 7 es!? Black 

is in trouble; e.g. 7 ... dxes 8 'ilie3 0.e8 9 0.e4 
il.xh6 10 'i'xh6 0.cd6 11 iDxcS with a clear 
advantage - Adams. 

6 :f1 0.e8 7 �xf8 'it'xf8 8 esl 
A decisive breakthrough. 

8 ... dxes 
Or 8 ... fxes 9 'i'xf8+ 'it'xf8 10 0.xes+ �g8 
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11 0.f7 and wins - Adams. 
9 ttJxes lLled6 10 .uael 'i'g7 11 �d3 ':ae8 12 
'111121 

The c5-pawn is doomed, e.g. 12 ... 0.b7 13 
lLie4. White won without major problems. 

Position 229 
R.Reti-F.Vates 
New York 1924 

I d4! 
Forcing a favourable alteration of the 

pawn structure. 

1 ... e4 
After 1 ... exd4?! 2 �xd4 or 2 lUxd4 White 

is clearly better thanks to the weak dS­
pawn and control of the al-h8 diagonal. 

2 lDeSI.:t.xes 3 dxes lUh7 
Or 3 ... lLlg4 4 e6!, winning the g7-pawn. 

4 f41 
More dynamics. White reinforces the e5-

pawn a nd creates new opportunities on the 
kingside. 

4 ... exf3 5 exf3 lLlg5 6 f4 lLlh3+ 
After 6 ... lLle4 7 11dl fS 8 .:t.xe4 fxe4 9 f5!, 

followed by 10 e6, Black collapses. 
711>hl d4? 

Desperation, but 8 .:t.d4 was coming up 
with a complete restriction of Black's coun­

terplay. 
8 �xd411ad8 9 };txe61 

A decisive blow. 
9 ... bxc6 10 �xc6 ttJt2+ 11 ..ttg2 'ilhd4 12 
'Mhd4 .uxd4 13 .1i.xe8 lLle4 14 e61 .ti.d2+ 15 
11>13 

In view of lS ... �6 16 0£4!, Black re­
signed. 

Position 230 
A. Vermolinsky·V.SaloY 
Wijk aan Zee 1997 

1 ... d51 
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Exploiting the exposed position of the 

queen at e2 in order to break through in 
the centre. 

2 exds exd5 3 exd5? 
This leads to a complete activation of 

Black's forces. A lesser evil was 3 i.f4! iLd6 
4 i.xd6 'i'xd6 S 'i'f2 with just a slight dis­
advantage - Salov. 
3 ... i.a31 4 .uc2 ':'xc31 5 ItxC3 lOxd5 6 lted3 
�es 7 t4 

The only move, since 7 0£6? .:t.xc6 8 

Itxd5 �.xdS g lhdS fails to g ... i.Cl! - Salov. 
7 ... lLlxd3 8 nxd3 i.es 9 i.xd5 i.xd5 10 €Its 

In a difficult position White decides 

upon an exchange sacrifice. 
10 ... i.e4 11 iLxes i.xd3 

Not 11 .... lixfS? 12 .tle3! and White es­
capes. 
12 'ihd3 bxes 13 'i'C3 '6 14 'l'e4+ ..tth8 15 
'III17l1g8 

With 16 ... 'ii'e8 next, Black gradually con­
verted his extra material. 

Position 231 
P.H.Nielsen-E.Agrest 
Malmo 2004 

l e41 
Whatever happens next, this advance is 

bound to create new opportunities. 

1 .. ltd8 
1...i.xb6? 2 cxb6 followed by lUes is sim­

ply crushing, while after 1 ... dxe4? 2 .�xe4 
the pressure on c6 is decisive. 
2 exds exds 3 g5 

Thanks to the exchange on d5, the h3-c8 
diagonal has become available for White's 

pieces. 
3 ... wd7 

Or 3 ... Ite8 4 llxbS! cxbS S 'ifxbS .tle6 6 
iLh3, followed by liJf4. 

4 iLxd5 cxd5 
After 4 ... �!Jxd4 S 'ifxd4 cxdS 6 e6+! fxe6 7 



'ilhg7+ 'oi;>c8 8 .-f6 Black's king is decisively 
exposed. 
S 'ilt'xbS+ We7 6 <{)b4 

Heading for c6. The game continued 
6...�8 7 1ile6 'IIIe8 8 'llib4 '11194+ 9 �2 'lWh4+ 
10 'oi;>e2 'ilt'g4+ 11 'oi;>d3 Aaa8 12 <{)xd8 l:txd8 
13 l:tb7 and White soon won. 

Position 232 
M.lllescas Cordoba·N.Short 
Pamplona 1999 

1 ... e51 
A strong advance that liberates both 

bishops. 
2 dxe5 

After 2 g3 c4 Black is clearly better -
Short. 

2 ... d41 3 <{)xd4 i.xd41 
The strongest recapture, enabling the 

future tactical resource ... <{)f3+. 

4 exd4 <{)xd4 S �hl 
Or S l:tcd1 <{)f3+ 6 gxf3 'ilt'gS+ and wins. 

5 . ..tDf31 6 UxdS+ 
After 6 l:tdd1 'ilt'gS! the threat of ... 'iIt'f4 

can't be parried; e.g. 7 <{)e2 'tIfll4 8 gxf3 
'it'xf2 9 .i.g2 .i.xf3 10 ii..xf3 .-xf3+ 11 "'gl 
',ifxe2 and wins - Short. 

6 ... l:txdS 7 e6 $(xe6 S <{)e2 'it'h41 
With decisive threats at h2 and f2. 

9 gxl3 °ll'xf2 10 Iill. 
If 10 :xc6 'i'xf1+ 11 <{)gl, then 1l ... l:td2 

12 l:tg6 'i'f2 with imminent mate. 
10 .. .$(xf3+ 11 $(g2 :d2 12 Itgi $(e41 

In view of 13 .. .'ilhf4 next, White re­

signed. 

Position 233 
A.Suetin-A.Batuev 
USSR 1949 

idSI 
Forcing a favourable alteration of the 

pawn structure. 
1 ... exds 

Solutions 

After 1....�xdS? 2 l:te8+ ""h7 3 $(xf5+ 
White wins a piece. 
2 1ild. ltl611 

2 ... <{)f8 was more solid, when 3 <{)xfS 
i.f6 4 c3 yields White a small but enduring 
advantage. 
3 <{)xe6 fxe6 4 Itxe6 <{)e5 

Since 4 ... g6? fails to S iLbS. the fs-pawn 

can't be saved. 
S iLxf5 <{)e6 6 i.e3 i.xe3 7 bxe3 

Thanks to his extra pawn and strong 

bishop, White is clearly better. 

Position 234 
Y.Shulman·W.Paschall 
Philadelphia 2003 

1 ... b51 
Preparing the strong breakthrough ... d6-

dS. The immediate 1...dS?! is less convinc­
ing due to 2 exdS exdS 3 fS '.a8 4 <{)xdS 
liJxdS 5 cxd5. 

2 exb5 d51 
The most active follow-up. though the 

simple 2 ... axb5!? also looks sensible. 
3 05 

3 fS is well met by 3 ...... a8. while both 3 
bxa6?! .i.xa6 and 3 cxdS liJxdS just help 
Black to activate his pieces. 
3 ... <{)ee44 <{)xe4 <{)xe4 S .i.xe4 

In this position a draw was agreed, but 
Black had every reason to keep on playing; 
i.e. s ... dxe4 6 lLld4 axbS with ... Itd5 and 

... llcd8 or even ... g6-g511 coming up. 

Position 235 
I.Boleslavsky-R.Fine 
USSR·USA radio match 1945 

l e51 
Fixing weak pawns on d6 and c6. less 
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convincing is 1 .i.e3?! c5 2 .i.xd7+ 'i'xd7, 

with ... <t:lc6·d4 coming up. 
1 ... �c8 

After 1...dxC5? 2 .lil.e3 White soon recov­

ers the pawn with a clear positional advan­

tage, while 1...ds? 2 exd5 cxdS fails to 3 
�xd5! <t:lxd5 4 'i'xd5 .i.xa4 S �e4+ etc. 
2 i.e3 0-0 3 "d2 'ilte7 4 :adl.1te8?1 

4 ... l:.d8 first was preferable, connecting 
the rooks. 

5 f4! 
In view of Black's badly coordinated 

pieces, White sharpens the game. 
5 .. .1511 

This won't end well, but it was difficult 
to find a good remedy to the f4-fS threat. 
6 exf5 gxf5 1 fUel dxcS 8 "f2li:ld6 9 .ltxC5 
'lIrd8 10 Jl.d4! 

Swapping Black's main defender. 

10 ... .iI.xd4 11 'Wir'xd4 
With moves like l:le3-g3 and .i.b3+ com­

ing up, White has an overwhelming advan­
tage. 

Position 236 
A.Shirov-L.Brunner 
8iel 1995 

L . .dxc4 2 bXc4 C51 
Undermining t he enemy centre. 

) dXc5 
Or 3 d5 �gxe5 4 <t:lxes li:lxe5 S dxe6 

'iltxdl 6 exf7+ ti'Jxf7 7 .lil.xd1 .i.g7 with a 
solid game for Black. 
3 ... .i.g7 4 .Ita) o-o! 

Instead, the game continued 4 ... lbgxe5?! 
S tDxe5 tDxes 6 �a4+! with ideas like tDb5 

and nad1, and White enjoyed a strong ini­
tiative. 
S c6 bxc6 6 i.xf8 ilfxf8 

Black is slightly better - Shirov. Tre eS­

pawn falls on the next move, and the 
bishop pair is a long-term asset. 
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Position 237 
W.Uhlmann-L.Portisch 
5kopje/Oh rid 1968 

l a4! 
Creating new opportunities on the 

queenside. 

1 ... bxc4 2 as! 
Speeding up the tDa4-b6 plan. After 2 

.i.xC4?! i..f8 3 as .lil.xcS 4 bxcS �e7 S 0.a.4 
nxdl 6 l:.xdl Ad8 Black defends rather well 
2 ... :txdl 

Or 2 ... .i.f8 3 ti'Ja4 and the knight is ready 

to recapture on cS. 
3 J:txdl Iild7 4 lila4! Iilf8 

After 4 ... l:.d8?! 5 .lil.xC4 ti'JxcS 6 tDxcs the 
a6·pawn becomes exposed. 

S i.xc4�e6 6 �b6 ttb8?1 
This leads to unexpected tactical prob­

lems, but after 6 ... :td8 7 .i.xe6 fxe6 8 1Oc4 
Black is also suffering - Portisch. 

7 J:td6! Iild4 
The na tu ral 7 ... .i.f8 fails to 8 lLld 7!. 

8 '''a21 
With the decisive threat ofg :td7, which 

can't be parried by 8 ... .i.c8 due to 9 .i.xf7+! 

ilfxf7 10 l:.d8+. Therefore Black resigned. 

Position 238 
K.Rasmussen-J.Hellsten 
Gistrup 1996 

1 ... f51 
Gaining some space and preventing the 

plan of e4-e5 and �e4-d6. Also possible is 

1 ... ifc7!? 2 eS f51 in the same spirit. 
2 exfs 

2 l:tad1 permits 2 .. .f4 3 .i.c1 f3! 4 gxf3 

.i.gs with a strong initiative, while after 2 
f3 'ifas 3 :tan fxe4!, both 4 ttJxe4 tDxe3 5 
'i'xe3 'ifxa2 and 4 fxe4 l:.xf1+ S <;Pxf1 l:.f8+ 
leave Black on top. 
2 ... exfSI 



Instead, the game saw 2 ... :xf5? 3 a4! 
'ilt'd74 axbs cxbS S nfbl 'ilt'c6 6 'i'd3 .i.d8 7 
dS with a strong white initia tive. 
3 :tad1 

Both 3 dS .i.f6 and 3 ... f3 f4! 4 .i.xf4 
'iit'xd4 lead to problems for White. 
3 .. if6 4 'llff3 ifd1 

Preparing ... Dad8, with a more active 
game for Black. 

Position 239 
J.Helisten·Zhang Zhong 
Yerevan Olympiad 1996 

1 h3! 
Preparing g3-g4 to soften up Black's 

kingside. 
1 ... li:les 

After 1 ... .i.xd4 2 exd4 li:lf6 3 g4] fxg4 4 

J:tbel gxh3 5 'i'xh3 Black is a Iso under pres­
sure. 
1 g41 fxg4 3 hxg411d8 

If 3 ... li:lxg4? then 4 .i.xg7 'ilt'xg7 S li:le6! 
a nd White wins. 

4:f41 gs 5 :fSI 
Instead, the game continued S nXe4 

.i.g6 6 Ilxes .i.xe5 7 .i.xes .i.xbl 8 .i.xb8 
:txb8 9 .i.xc6 h6 and White's unsafe king 
made it difficult for him to progress. 

S .. ..:xd4! 
The only defence. and the move that 

worried me during the game. 
6 exd4 li:lxg4 7 "'g31 

Surrendering the d4-pawn in order to 
create a double threat at g4 and b8. 

7 ... .i.xd4+ 8 �h1 
In this complex position White keeps 

some winning chances; e.g. 8 ... li:lf2+ 9 nXf2 
.i.xcS 10 IlfS! ':xb4 11 l:txb4 .i.xb4 12 ':e5! 
'iit'f8 13 "'xgS+ .i.g6 14 .J:txe4. 

Solutions 

Position 240 
J.Klinger-M.Wahls 
Dortmund 1989 

1 ... bS! 
Unlocking White's queenside in order to 

enhance an attack on the exposed king on 
hz. 
1 axbs axbs 3 exbs dSI 4li:ldl li:ld6 

With the simple threat of 5 ... li:lxbS. 
S b6 

After s li:le2 .:tC2! or 5 l%c2 li:lxb5 6 Adcl 

d4! 7 exd4 li:lxd4 8 lla2 li:le2 Black is win­
ning - Wahls. 
S .. :iii'xb6 6 li:la4?1 

This lets the black queen enter on the 
light squares. but after 6 .i.b2 'i'M 7 li:lcbl 
liJe4 8 liJxe4 'ilt'xe4 White also had a hope­

less game. 
6 .. :ii'bS 7 liJC3 rlxe31 8 .i.xe3 'ilf'el+ 9 �g1 
lixe3 10 'ilf'fl 'ilf'xe3 11 'lII'xe311xe3 

White resigned. 

Position 241 
B.Lalic-M.Tumer 
Metz 1998 

1 b4! 
A clever attack on Black's pawn chain. 

1 ... bxe4 
Or 1...cxb4 2 cSI with similar conse· 

quences. 
1 bxcS dxcS 3 :taSI 

The simplest follow-up, in order to re­
cover the pawn at once, after which the 
bishop pair becomes terrific. 
3 ... �f6 4 .i!.e6+ �h8 5 .i.xes 'ite7 6 .i!.xf8 
"xas 1 .i.d6 .:tea 8 'We2 

Of course not 8 .i.xes? l:xe6 - lalic. 

8 ... e4 9 'We3 
With the decisive threat of 10 'ilt'd4. 

9 ... .i.b7 10 'i"d4 'ifd8 11 .i.es �g1 12 l:la1 
Black resigned. 
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Position 242 
V.Korchnoi-L.Portisch 
Brussels 1986 

1 ... e51 
A strong advance that will leave Black in 

command of the centre. 

2 dxe5 dxe5 3 ..we2 
3 'i'C2 seems more natural, when 3 ... e4 4 

liJd4 liJe5! 5 liJxe4li:lxe4 6 :xe4 tZlxC4 yields 
Black a more pleasant game. Obviously his 

knight is immu ne due to mate. 
3 ..... 4 Iild4 lileSI 

Heading for the protected square at d3. 

S llh311 
A lesser evil was 5 liJxe4!? liJxe4 6 'i'xe4 

tDf3+ 7 gxf3 l:[xe4 B l:txe4 - Portisch. 

S ... lig1 6 1il4b31 
A tactical slip in time trouble. After 6 

tDb5 �d7 7 .i.xe5 l:t.xes Black remains on 

top, but his strong knight is gone. 
6 ... lild3 1 lixl6 1il141 8 'lI'e3 Iilxh3+ 9 gxh3 
�xf6 10 tDxe4 �g7 

Black later realized his material advan­

tage. 

Position 243 
MJonsson-J.Hellsten 
Helsingborg 1991 

1 ... b51 
An unexpected advance that softens up 

the c4 and dS squares for the black pieces. 
In contrast. 1 . ..tbxes 2 exd4 or 1 ... dxe3 2 
'i'xe3 just leads to sterile equality. 

2 exd4 
Also after 2 cxb5 itJxe5 3 exd4 'i'd5+!. 

foHowed by ... t:.fdB. or 2 'it"e2 bXc4 3 bXC4 

dxe3 4 'i'xe3 tDb6. preparing ... '*C7 and 
... IUdB. Black has a more active game. 
2 ... bxC4 3 bXC4 llJb61 

Not 3 ... lLlxe5? 4 'llfe2! and Black's previ­

ous efforts were in vain. 
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4 :ac11 
Simply blundering a pawn. Correct was 

4 'ilfd3 cxd4 5 'jfxd4 lDxC4 with a slightly 
better endgame for Black. 

4 ... liJxC41 5 'i'C3 'i'd5+ 6 �g1 llJxb2 7 'llfxb2 
cxd4 

Black later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 244 
D.Howell-V.Epishin 
lake George 2005 

1 b41 
An unexpected advance that drastically 

alters the balance of the position. 
L.cxd4 

After 1 ... b6 2 �.a4! White is soon able to 
land a knight on c6, while 1 ... cxb4 2 axb4 

�.xb4? fails to 3 'i'xf6 .i.xC3 4 �4 hS 5 
tDh6+ 7w'h7 6 £t.xg6+ with a decisive attack 
2 exd4llJd7 3 llJxd7 .i.xd7 4 "ili'e3 

White has emerged with a mobile pawn 

majority on the queens ide. 
4 ... .J:.de8 5 C51 f5 

Weakening the a2-gB diagonal. but it 
was not easy to find a constructive plan. 

6 dsl exds 1 1ilxdS ll,d8 8 1Wd4lie6 
After B ... 'it'es 9 �.b3 �hB 10 lLlC7! �.xC7 

11 'ii'xe5+ .i.xe5 12 l:txd7 Black is also suf­
fering. but now he loses the exchange. 
9 �a4 �f7 10 �xe8 l%xe8 l1 llJf6+ �xf6 12 
'lI'xf6 

White later realized his material advan­
tage. 

Position 245 
J.Helisten-B.Avrukh 
Kavala 2003 

1 f41 
Preparing to create new opp01tunities 

with f4-f5. Despite the extra pawn White is 
worse here due to his inferior pawn struc-



ture, so he should act dynamically. The 
game instead saw 1 f3? e6 2 iDd4? (it was 
not yet too late for 2 f4!) 2 .... �a6 3 .�a4 1Dc4 
4 c6 bxc6 5 .�Cl (avoiding a fork on b2) 
s ... cs 6 lLle2 lDb6! 7 .�b3 .�xe2 B :'xe2 �xC3 

and Black later realized his extra pawn. 
l ... e6 

Preparing .... �fBxcS just as in the game. 
1 . ..lbc4 2 iLxC4! .JtxC4 3 J:td7 and 1 ... �xe2 2 
Itxe2 .i.xC3 3 Ita cause White fewer wor­

ries. 
2 f51 exf5 3 exf5 �f8 

Or 3 ... .i.c4 4 .i.xC4 iDxC4 5 iul.4 i.fB 6 

lDf4!, followed by 7 lDdS. After the text the 
knight also finds a good route. 
4 1Og3! �xe5 5 i.xe5 :xe5 6 1Oe4iDxb3 

The immediate 6 ... lIxfS? runs into 7 
lLld6, 
7 axb3 11xf5 

Or 7 ... �C7 B f6!, restricting Black's king­
side. 

B lLld6 11hS 9 1ilxb7 
With ideas like lle7 and C3-c4, White is 

by no means worse in the endgame. 

Position 246 
I.Zakharevich·l.Guliev 
St. Petersburg 1997 

• lIdOIl 
This exchange sacrifice completely 

changes the logic of the position. Now the 
threat is 2 i.f4. less convincing was 1 gS?!  

iLfS or l lOh2?! i.d7, followed by ... l:acB. 
l .. �xd4 2 cxd4lDa6?1 

This lets the white knight occupy the 
newly created post on es. 2 ... lDd7 3 .�xh6 
. l:eB was preferable, when 4 .Jtd3 iDb6 5 
�es lLlxdS 6 .Jte4 keeps a clear initiative. 

3 1ileS! lIdB 0 'liI'd2! 'liI'fB 
Or 4 ... 'i'xdS 5 '1It'xh6 '1It'xd4 6 lDxg6! fxg6 

7 'i'xg6+ �hB B .Jtb2! and wins - Zakhare­
vich. 

Solutions 

5 .i.e4 
Now dS-d6 is inevitable, since S ... l:.d6? 

fails to 6 �a3. 
5 ... �e7 6 d6lDe6 7 iLa3 'i'g7 8 :tel! g5 

Or B ... .i.d7 9 lDxd7 :'xd7 10 iLxe6 fxe6 
11 1he6, preparing d4-ds and .i.b2. 

9 'liI'd3 'liI'f6 
After 9 ... lDf4 10 iDxf7! lDxd3 11 lDxdB+ 

�e6 12 lDxe6 iDxel 13 lDxg7+ �xg7 14 
.Jte6! the passed pawn soon decides - Zak­
harevich. 
lol:e3 "'g7 11 :f3 f612 d7! 

In view of 12 .. _Jtxd7 13 lDxd7 '1It'xd7 14 
�xe6+ 'i'xe6 15 'i'g6+ �h8 16 ':h3, Black 
resigned. 

Position 247 
H.Mecking-V.Seirawan 
Match (game 4), Sao Paulo 1992 

1 941 
Restricting the knight on h6. In contrast, 

the game continued 1 e6? lDfS! 2 'i'c2 g6 
with counterplay for Black. whose knight 
has an excellent destiny on d4. 

1 ... e5 
Preparing ... .:d4. Other moves, such as 

1...g6, can be met by 2 e6! just like in the 
main line . 

2 'iit'e4 
In view of Black's plan, White improves 

his queen. 

2 ... g6 3 'lIIe3 IPg7 
If 3 ... lt.:lgB. then 4 e6! with similar play. 

4 e6! f6 
Or 4 .. .fxe6 5 "'C3+. preparing lIxe6 with 

a strong initiative . 
5 a41 

Intending a4-as with a second front. 
White is  clearly better. 
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Position 248 
S.Furman-L.Polugaevsky 
USSR Championship. Moscow 1969 

1 �a41 
Restricting the knight on bS. Other good 

options were 1 .�.f5!? or 1 .�b3!? in the 
same spirit. 
1 .•• .i.e1 2 :b3 

In order to double rooks at some mo­
ment. Blackcan hardly undertake anything. 
' ... g5 3 .\1<g3 f6 4 1i'1g61 

A key move that keeps up the pressure. 
4 ... �d6 5 �xd6 :'xd6 6 o!i:le1+ �f1 

Or 6 .. .';Ph7 7 .l:t. h3! with �.C2+ next - Be-
10'1. 

1 1i'115 
Exploiting the fresh protected square. 

Meanwhile, Black still can't develop his 

knight or queen's rook. 
7 .. ':'e6 8 l:tell h5 9 h3 h4 10 :e7+ oM8 

Or 10 ... o:;t>g6 11 :f3! with a mating at­

tacK. 
11 ne31 

Swapping the defender on e6. 
11 ... :'xe3 12 �xe3 �d3 13 l:te8+ 'iW7 14 
o!i:lxdS 1-0 

Position 249 
B.Englisch-W .Steinitz 
London 1883 

1 ... b61 
Preparing ... c7-cS in order to restrict 

White's minor pieces. 
, h3 

After 2 �d4!? :e2 3 f3 �fS 4 tlf2 l:tde8 
the command of the second rank yields 

Black some advantage. 
2.. . .i!.e6 3 lIfdl 

Now after 3 �.d4?! .i!.xb3 4 axb3 .ii.xd4 5 
cxd4 as the rook endgame is c1early favour­
able to Black. while the attempt to avoid it 
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by 4 �xg7? fails tactically to 4 ... il.C4. 

3 •.. <51 4 .\1<g511 
This just helps Black in gaining space 

and approaching with his king. but White 

was short of prospects anyway. 
4 ... 16 5 .lt14 wl1 

There followed 6 f3 g 5 7 l:txdS :xd8 8 
.�e3 h6 g l:el fS 10 f4 �f6 11 g3 as 12 tUn 
a4 13 a3 �.c4!, restricting the white knight 
with a huge advantage. 

Position 250 
V.Eingorn-H.Jonkman 
Metz 2003 

l iLa51 
Preventing an enemy attack with ... bS­

b4 a nd ... a5-a4. 
1 ... :ae8 2 h3 �h8 3 8411 

The most consistent choice. In contrast, 

the ga me continued 3 'it'al �g6 4 .£lbl 'fII'f7 
5 'fII'd2 'fII'e7 6 I1cll:c8 7 l:hdl h6 8 :c2 1:tfe8 
9 :dcl 'fII'f8 10 a3 eS with unclear play. 
3_.'I!Ih4 

By attacking f2 Black interferes with the 

plan of l:dgl and g4-g5. 

4 J::.df1 e5 
A less active defence permits 5 f3 with 

central activity. 
5 dxes �xe5 6 f41 �b8 1 'ilfb2 

Preparing �C3 with a promising attack. 

Position 251 
G.Kasparov-S.Gligoric 
Lucerne Olympiad 1982 

1 f31 
An excellent measure of restriction, 

which takes the e4-square away from sev­
eral black pieces. and soon d5 as welt 
1 ... 'I'e1 

Or 1...-t:Jf5 2 "C3 �b7 3 e4, keeping the 
advantage. 



2 e4 �aB 3 bSI 
Fixing a target on a7. We can also notice 

that the bishop on a8 has turned into a very 
passive piece. 

3 ... tl:lfe8 4 tta4 fs 
This leads to new weaknesses, but Black 

was short of constructive ideas. 
5 fi'b31 fi'cB 6 exfs ttcs+?I 

Now White manages to swap the active 

enemy queen. Preferable was 6_.tl:lxfS 7 
'tWO with a clear, though not decisive ad­

vantage - Kasparov. 
1 <;pf1 �ds B fi'a31 'it'xa3 9 �xa3 exfs 10 
�cs tl:lcB 11 �c61 <1;11 

Or 11...�xc6 12 �C4+!, followed by 
bsxc6, when Black is terribly passive. 

12 i'Dxa1 tl:lxa1 13 �xa1 
White later realized his extra pawn. 

Position 252 
M.Euwe-S.Reshevsky 
World Championship. 
The Hague/Moscow 1948 

1 ... tl:le41 2 �b2 f61 
Restricting the enemy bishop and parry­

ing the threat of 3 bS. In contrast, 2 ... axb4? 
3 axb4 is illogical since it opens the a-file 
for the white rooks. 
3 bs �e1 

The b2-bishop is no longer impressive, 
while the c4-pawn has turned into a weak­
ness, something that Black soon exploits. 

4l:t.fdl :td6 5 <1;11 �cB1 6 :dcl 
At this point 6 ... �cs! 7 :tc2 �b6, fol­

lowed by ... l:t.ad8, leads to a clear black ad­
vantage - Keres. 

Position 253 
I.Hellsten-P.Mueller 
Hal lsberg 1991 

1 .•• Qlg41 

Solutions 

After this the bishop on b6 becomes 
eternally isolated. Black should have pre­
ferred 1...�xe3+! 2 txe3 as with just a slight 
disadvantage. 
2 d41 tl:lxe3 3 fxe3 

Now White is basically a piece up. 
3 ... :fB 4 .Ahfl �e1 5 �C2 

Opening a new front on the kings ide 
with a big advantage. 

Position 254 
A.Morozevich-A.Petrushin 
Krasnodar 1997 

l 'ir'e2! 
A simple but strong restrictive measure. 

Other moves, such as 1 �f4?!, permit 

1...�a6! perhaps followed by .. .1i..d3-g6, and 
Black drastically improves his worst piece. 
1 ... fs 

Worried aoout a potential attack on his 

king, Black accepts an inferior pawn struc­
ture. If 1 ... 'it'd7, preparing ... �c6-bS, then 
White should avoid 2 �C2?! in view of 
2 ... �a6!. and instead consider 2 94 ii.c6 3 

gs  �bS 4 'ilt'f3, intending g2-g3, Wg2 and 
l:t.hl with attacking chances. 
2 exf6 �xf6 3 'i'd3 iWd1 4 .lif4 

A good diagonal for the bishop, where it 
prevents a liberating ... e6-es advance. 

4 ... .lic6 5 .lic2 g6 6 .Aadl il..bs 7 'iWd2 �a6 B 
�bl :c6 9 �eSI 

Swapping Black's "good" bishop in order 
to exploit his dark square weaknesses more 
efFiciently. 

9 ... .lixes 10 :xes <t>g7 11 l::1:del 
White is clearly better. 

Position 255 
F.Yates-I.R.Capablanca 
Moscow 1925 

1 ... c41 
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Restricting the bishop on fl. It is worth ob­
serving that, in the absence of knights, White 

is unable to exploit the blockading square on 
d4. Less good was 1...lLlxe5? 2 �.b5+ or 
1 ... �e7?! 2 c4! d4 3 f4 followed by .i.g2. 

2 f4g61 
Preventing f4-f5. 

3 1l1b1 hS 4 Jl.h4 Jl.e7 S Jl.gS7 
A senseless sacrifice. but after 5 .t.xe7 

fDxe7 Black is also clearly better thanks to 
his superior minor piece. 
S ... .t.xgs 6 fxgs fDxes 7 'i'e3 0-0 

A sound extra pawn up, Black went on 
to win without major problems. 

Position 256 
A.Karpov-A. Vusupov 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1983 

l �cSI 
Preventing Black's only active idea, 

... fDa5-c4. Besides which, a doubling of 
rooks with lIbc2 is enabled. 

1 . ..Iile7 
Or 1...11a7 2 IIbc2 l:.aa6 3 �h2 is similar. 

2 Wh21 
Preparing a kingside advance with g2· 

g4. f2-f4 and f4-f5. 

2 .. .li:\fS7 
This simply drops a pawn. Preferable 

was 2 ... c6 with just a slight disadvantage ­
Yusupov. 

3 Itbc21 ':g6 4 IIxc1 :txC1 S ':xc1 
With a sound extra pawn, White went 

on towin. 

Position 257 
I.Rad ulov-H. Westerinen 
Helsinki 1972 

1 �xb11 ':xb1 2 lDc61 
White has managed to isolate the en­

emy rook on b7. 
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2 .. J:[a8 3 JJ.xf61 
With every exchange the inferiority d 

that rook will ma ke itself more strongly felt 
3 ... gxf6 4 fSI 

Softening up the light squares. 
4 ... eS 

In the event of 4 ... exf5, one of several 
tempting replies is 5 fDe7+! �.xe7 6 ::ixe7, 

followed by 'udd7. 
S b41 

Prophylaxis against the ... b6-b5 advance, 
which from now on will be met by c4-c5. 

S ... O,g7 6 l:te4 hS 7 h4 
Black has been deprived of a ny counter­

play. 
7 .. .Ilg8 8 .,yd2 IlIh6 9 IIg1 lIbb8 

Desperation in a difficult position. 
10 fDxb8 �xb4+ 11 'Oti>e2 l:xb8 12 g4 

White went on to win. 

Position 258 
MiI.Pavlovic-V.Akopian 
Gi braltar 2007 

1 ... b61 
Restricting White's intended queens ide 

advance. which could have become real 
after 1 .... <i.xa3?! 2 fDxa3, followed by fDa, 
a2-a3 and b3-b4. 

2 �xcS bxcS 3 fDa3 'i'd6 4 fDes 
Or 4 fDa fDg6 5 'i'd2 fDd7, preparing 

... fDde5, with pressure on d3. 
4 ... ILld7 S ILlxd7 Jl.xd7 6 ILlb1 fSI 

Speeding up the kingside play before 
White consolidates with lDd.2-f3. Now 7 f4 

runs into 7 ... g5! 8 fxg5 lbg6 9 'ii'f3 with a 
strong initiative. 
7 ILld2 f41 8 g4 

If 8 lDe4. then simply 8 ... 'iWe5. 
8 ... f317 9 ILlxf3 ILlg6 10 /;lgs ILlf4 

Preparing ... h7-h5 wjth an attack 
Thanks to his powerful knight, Black enjoys 
good compensation for the pawn. 



Position 259 
V.Eingorn·E.Agrest 
European Club Cup. Chalkidiki 2002 

1 'i'xa6 �xa6 2 h61 
In order to imprison Black's bishop just 

before he vacates the fS-square by ... :tfeS or 
... AfcS. In contrast, the more aggressive 1 
'i'e3?! llJc6 2 'Wf4 permitted 2 ... �b4! with 
counterplay. 
2 .... �h8 3 �h2 f6 4 f41 fxes 5 fxes �C7 

Or 5 ... �acS 6 �f3 A(2 7 .:itd2 .C7 S ticl 

with a clear edge - Ftacnik. 4 ... :acS can be 
met in similar fashion. 
6 iLe3 

From now White is basically a piece up 
and should just try to neutralize Black's 
temporary initiative. 
6 ... �bS 7 'itw'd2 l:ac8 8 a4 �C3 9 l:hcl �e4+ 
10 Wd3 <t;t7 11 �f3 We6 12 �gS+1 

Swapping the more active (to say the 
least) of Black's minor pieces. This a Iso 
helps to improve his own bishop. 

12 ... �xgS 13 .:itxgs .;nS 14 iLe71 l:fe8 15 
.uxc8 ttxc816 l:fl+ �e6 

Since 16 ... �g4 fails to 17 ':fS ':xfS lS 
iLxfS 'iPg3 19 iLg7!, Black has to go passive. 
17 iLd6 a6 18 g4 gs 19 :fS ':g8 20 .ta31 

Finally Black is in zugzwang. There fol­
lowed 20 ... 1%g6 21 iLfS AgS 22 .(;(b4 as 23 
f;(d6 AcS 24 �xg5 and White soon won. 

Position 260 
G. Vescovi-S.Skembris 
Copenhagen 1995 

Id61 
Imprisoning three black pieces on a6, as 

and bS. Other moves. such as 1 'iWd2?!, per­
mit 1...d6 and Black is fine. 

L .. i.b7 
Here or later. 1...bxa3 2 bxa3! doesn't 

change anything. 

Solutions 

2 il'd3 l1eS 3 l:tfdl 
Overprotecting the crucial d6-pawn. 

3 ... Ite6 4 �ell 'i!tg6 
White was ready to meet 4 ... iLc6 by 5 

.ltg4. 

5 'li831 
Very clever. It is worth a pawn to swap 

off Black's active pieces, so that he ts left 
with only bad ones. Now 5 ... 'Wxe4? fails to 6 

i.f3. 
S ... 'i'xg3 6 hxg3 iLxe4 7 .�f31 iLxf3 8 gxf3 
e4 9 f4 

Despite his minus pawn, White is win­
ning. 
9 ... bxa3 10 bxa3 fS l1 llJC2 ¢f7 12 �e3 g6 
13 g41 

Opening a new front on the kingside. 
13 ... fxg4 14 �xg4 

The game continued 14 ... h5 15 �e5+ 
'iifeS 16 'iPh2 g5 17 �g3 gxf4+ 1S 'OPxf4 :tf6+ 
19 'iifxe4 :xf2 20 1:.g1 iLxd6 21 �xd6+ 'iiffS 
22 l:afl and White soon won. 

Position 261 
M.Taimanov-M.Najdorf 
Candidates Tournament, Zurich 1953 

l ... bSI 
Before getting on with the kingside at­

tack. Black prevents the opponent's idea of 
2 �C4. In contrast, after 1...%:.g7? 2 llJc4 .�d4 
3 �xd6, followed by �f5, White obtains 

counterplay. 
2 a4 a6J 

From now on the knight remains badly 
placed on d2. 

3 axbs axbs 4 :c7 Ug7 
Finally Black is able to resume his attack 

S llJb3 llJh4 6 ':'c2 iLh31 7 'tIt'e2 
Or 7 gxh3? 'iVg1+! S J.xgl :txgl+ 9 �h2 

IIxf3 mate. 

7".�xg2 8 iLxg2 iLxg2+ 9 'l'xg2 'ilt'h4 
Now White can't save his queen. since 
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both 10 'it'e2 and 10 'it'f1 run into 10 ... li.Jg3+. 
The game concluded 10 ·�ltxg7+ "'xg7 11 

:g2+ 'iir'h8 12 li.Je1 lbf4 13 l:g3 .:Lf2 14 .::tg4 
'it'h3 15 liJd2 h5 16 11g5 and White resigned 
before the resumption in view of 16 ... l:lg8 
with mate to come. 

Position 262 
M.Botvinnik-B.Kurajica 
Hastings 1966/67 

1 SiLC11 
Before going e4-e5, White prevents any 

counterplay with ... lLlh5-f4. less convincing 
is 1 e5?! lbf4! 2 'it'c2 'it'g6. when 3 SiLcl? fails 

to 3 ... �xg2! - Botvinnik. 
1 .. .l:ed8 

Parrying the threat of 2 exd5. 1...g6? 
failed to 2 exd5, while after 1 .. .l1ad8? 2 
exdS l:.xel 3 Axel the pawn can't be recov­

ered by 3 ... .::txd5? due to 4 l:e8+. 
2 eS 'it'g6 3 f41 

Preparing l:tf3. to the concern of the M­
pawn. 
3 ... 'lf844 1113 IleS 

Or 4 ... h3 5 l:xh3 �xf4 6 .:Lxf4 'it'xf4 7 :f3 
'it'g5 8l:g3 and wins - Botvinnik. 

S l:ef1 Aad8 6 h3 'it'g6 7 �xh4 
Having a sound extra pawn. White went 

on to win. 

Position 263 
E.Gener-A.Mikhalchishin 
USSR Championship, Tbi lisi 1978 

1 'it'xc61 
White aims to restrict the black knight 

by g2-g4, and for this idea to work he must 
first swap a few pieces. 1 SiLxc6?! is less pre­
cise due to 1.JofS!. 
1..:ifxc6 2 .i.xc6 l:xc6 3 l:.d71 

A useful move, now that 3 ... �f5? fails to 
4 Axf5. The immediate 3 g4!? permits 
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3 ... .u.d8! 4 J:xd8+ �xd8 5 U.d1 SiLO with an 
improved version of the game for BlacK. 
3 ... l:te8 4 g41 

The key move, which leaves the black 
knight badly placed for the rest of the 

game. 
4 ... hS S h31 hxg4 6 hxg4 bS 

Black a Iso suffers after 6 ... .u.c4 7 .td4. 

7 axbs axbs 8 lDe4 
With the devastating threat of li.Jf6+. 

8 ... U.XC2 g li.Jf6+ iLxf6 10 exf6 l:xb2 11 fxg7 
White soon won. 

Position 264 
A. Tolush·M.Botvinnik 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1945 

1. .. lIh4' 
Preparing 2 .. ltf4 in order to stop the en­

emy plan of l:I.e3-f3. Instead. 1...'it'h4?! 2 
'it'e5 'it'f6 3 'it'g3 just repeats moves, while 
the straightforward 1 ... b4?! runs into 2 
l:e3!, when 2 ... bxC3? 3 ::tf3 is fatal for BlacK. 
2 :'e3 ':f4 3 i.e2 'ilfh4 4 SiLO b41 

After the successful restriction Black can 
get on with his own play. 

S 'lfxh4 
5 iLg4!? seems more critical; e.g. 5 .. Ji'f6 

6 cxb4 axb4 7 l:b1! 0.c3 8 :c.xb4 li.Je4 9 
':xe4! J:1xe4 10 l:tb1, intending 11 'it'a3 with 

some counterplay. 

S ... .:xh4 6 g311 
A lesser evil was 6 cxb4 axb4 7 .u.bl ::txd4 

8 l:I.xb4. eliminating the dangerous b4-
pawn - Botvinnik. 

6 ... l:th8 7 cxb4 axb4 
Thanks to his strong passed pawn and 

the weakness on d4, Black is clearly better 
despite being the exchange down The 
game continued 8 :b1 .::tb8 9 h4 :b7 10 

�h2 �xd6 11 g40.c3 12 .::tal?! lDb5! 13 Ild1 
.::ta7 14 h5  g5! 15 'iPg2 .::ta2 16 iLe2 and 
White resigned in view of16 ... f1xc2. 



Position 265 
V.Korchnoi-GiI.Hernandez 
FIDE World Championship, 
Groningen 1997 

1 g31 
Preparing h2-h4 in order to prevent the 

plan of ... �h7 and ... 1g5 with a favourable 
bishop exchange. 
1 .. .lDh7 2 h4! 

From now on Black's bishop remains a 
"bad" one, and the knight on h7 proves mis­

placed. 
2 ... lOhf6 3 Wg2 ='eeS 4 lb4ll:le5 S ':e4 

Thanks to his space advantage and su­
perior bishop. White is  considerably better. 

The game continued 5 ... lDcd7 6 :b4 lDc5 7 

t::al :f8 8 ':c4 =.fc8 9 1:ta3 h5 10 f3 g6 11 b4 
lDcd7 12 b5! ':xc4 13 ll:lxc4 axb5 14 ll:lxb5 
<;2og7 15 �a7, preparing a5-a6 and lDc6 with 

strong pressure. 

Position 266 
Alexa.lvanov-E.Magerramov 
Riga 1980 

1 1>41 
Before carrying on with the attack, 

White prevents a defensive exchange with 
... i.e7,c5. The straightforward 1 lDh7?! 
promises less after 1 ... 1c51 2 'lte3 �xe5!. 
heading for g4, or 2 C3 :fd8 3 l:xf7 "xeS! 4 
"xes lDxe5 5 :xb7 .Q.xd4+ 6 cxd4 l:txd4 7 
�.C2 lhdl+ 8 i.xdl o;tw>xh7 - Ivanov. 
L .. lIldS 

Parrying the threat of 2 lDh7 in advance. 
Obviously 1 ... gxf6? would have run into 2 
'lfh4. 

2 'ilh51 
Eyeing vulnerable points at f7 a nd g7. 

2 ... 'ilIS 
NJt 2 ... l:.f8? 3 _g3 g6 4 1xg6! txg6 5 

'i'xg6. 

Solutions 

3 <3 Jl.xb • •  IIIg31 'ilg6 
If 4 ... g6. then 5 cxb4 ':xd4 6 ..-e3 and 

wins - Ivanov. 
5 J1/.xg6 fxg6 6 IIIxg6 Jl.IS 1 'il1.1? 

A good alternative was 7 :f7 �e4 8 
':xf8+! ':'xf8 9 'i'xe4. intending ll:lf4·g6. 

7 .... �d5 S ll:lxe6 i.xe6 9 'tIi'xe6 ='eS 10 "'g6 
Preparing e5-e6 with a crushing advan­

tage. 

Position 267 
M.Botvinnik-I.Kan 
USSR Championship, Leningrad 1939 

1 'i'e3! 
Prophylaxis against the threat of 

1 ... 'llfg5. 

1 ... 'it"a6 
After 1 ... 'iIt'g5?  2 'i'xg5 hxg5 3 t::b8 or 3 

:c1 White is just winning. 
2 lIbS 'i'a4 3 Wh21 

Further prophylaxis. against any checks 
along the gl-a7 diagonal and the first rank. 
In contrast, 3 'ilt'g377 failed to 3 .. :lta7+. 

3 ... ':a3 
After 3 .. :itC2 4 'ilt'g3 :al 5 :xe8 'ilt'dl 6 

'ilt'g6+!! White forces mate - Botvinnik. 

4 'ites :ta2 S :as 'ili'xaS 
5 ..... C2 6 ':'xa2 ..-xa2 7 'ilt'e7! 'ilt'f2 S 'i'xe5 

is equally desperate. 
6 SLuS ':xaS 7 'l'xe5 SLe6 S 'ike7 1-0 

Position 268 
M.Munoz Sanchez-J.Helisten 
Salinas 2005 

1 ... :eSI 
Vacating as for the bishop before White 

goes lDb3-a5. 

2 lDaiS .i.aS 3 e411 
Preferable was 3 lDe3 g61? 4 lDg4 li:Jxg4 5 

'ilt'xg4 exf4 6 'i'xf4 ti:le5 with balanced play. 
3 ... lbe51 
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Now White has a problem with the e4-
pawn. 

4 cxb5 lDxd3 5 �xd3 'tWb6+1 6 'it'h1 '1!t'xb5 7 
'tWxb5+ axb5 B lOc3 0-0 

Thanks to his bishop pair and the slight 
wea kness on e4. Black is better. 

Position 269 
F.Gheorghiu-A.Petrosian 
Bagneux 1982 

1 g31 
Preparing 2 'iig2, in order to avoid any 

surprises along the back rank, arrl put the 

king on a square of opposite colour to the 
black bishop. 
1 .. ..:c1 2 �g2 l:txdl 

Or 2 ... iLxd4 3 11xCl! l:::Xcl (unfortunately 
for Black, no longer with check) 4 .lhd4 with 

pressure on d5. 
3 ':xd1 .%:.c5 4 h41 

Opening a new front on the kingside . 
.... 1!fb.11 

The beginning of a flawed plan. More 

solid seems 4 ... bS 5 hS  �xd4! 6 ':xd4 'i'b6, 
followed by .. .'''e6. 
5 h5 .%:.c7 6 'tIff3 ItC5 

It transpires that 6 ... 'ii'C5? fails to 7 lDfs 

l:t.d7 8 lDx h6+!. so Black has to lose precious 
time on returning his rook. 
7 '!iIS 'ill'a3 8 111'd71 

With the simple idea of 9 'W'eB+ taking 
the f7·pawn. 
8...Wf8 g lObSI 

Heading for d6 with a decisive attack. 

Position 270 
G.Kasparov-V.Kramnik 
Las Palmas 1996 

1 •.• 111'181 
Reinforcing the kings ide in view of the 

coming f2-f4. 
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2 'i'e3 
Or 2 fi'xf8+ 'iixf8 3 f4 "'g7 4 fxes dxeS 5 

l:.f3 l::1'.a6! and Black defends. 
2...iLeBI 

More prophylaxis. At this moment a 
draw was agreed. but let's see what woukl. 
have happened if White carried on with his 
plan. 
3 1.II .xI • •  'll'xI. lOld71 

Thanks to his clever second move Black 

manages to regroup his knight to eS with 
an excellent game. 

Position 271 
J.Helisten.F.Vallejo Pons 
Turin Olympiad 2006 

1 a31 
Creating a shelter for the king on a2. 

1 ... lDd2+ 2 'it>a2 .!LIf3 3 l:.g3 lDd4 
Or 3 ... e4 4 CS!?, preparing 1:.C4. 

4 :d2 l:.d7 5 ngd3 'i'xg4? 
In time trouble both players missed 6 

::.g3 on t he next move. 5 .. .16 was correct. 

6 'tIff8+? 'it>C7 7 'l-'C5 �e6 8 ':'e3 
At this point the game continued 8 f4? 

f6 9 (xes b6 10 WfB fxes 11 "'a8 ·.wxc4+ 12 

b3  ...wa6 13 'l'e8 with rather unclear play. 
However, the simple B %:te3!. with the threat 
of :l.xd4, would have yielded White a better 
endgame after 8 ... b6 9 'i'xe5+ lIxes 10 
l:Ixe5. 

Position 272 
A.Lilienthal·V.Ragozin 
Moscow 1935 

1 .. ':a71 
Considering White's probable plan of 

e3-e4, Black covers the f7-pawn in advance. 
2 �d2 

If 2 e4, then 2 ... dxe4 3 fxe4 cxd4 4 cxd4 

.�C4! 5 iLxc4 bXc4 6 eS �dS - Watson. Now 



the white central pawns are confidently 
blocked and the attack on f7 has been neu­
tralized. 
2 .. .'Iit'b6 3 l:fbl l:.ae7 

Directing both rooks at the potential e3-
e4 advance. 
4 a4 C4 S .i.C2 �c8 6 €lg3 hS! 

Now 7 e4? runs into 7 ... h4. If White 
avoids this by 7 M, then after a future e3-
e4 . ... dsxe4, f3xe4 a weak square appears 

on g4. In conclusion Black has managed to 
frustrate the opponent's plans, with a com­
fortable game. 

Position 273 
J.Helisten-L.Jicman 
Gyula 2002 

1 ¢>b11 
By avoiding a check on f4 in advance 

White maintains maximum flexibility in his 
central attack. Both 1 dS �xC3 2 'ilt'xc3 .f4+ 
3 tbd.2 exdS ard 1 ii.xfS .f4+1 2 lOd2 "xfS 

3 tiJe4 0-0 4 dS .txC3 S 'ii'xC3 Wf4+ 6 l:!.d2 f6 
seem less promising for him. 
1 ... iI,d71l 

Now 1 ... 'ii'f4?! is strongly met by 2 ii.d2! 

·iIJ'd6 3 dS. but 1 ... ll)d6 2 .i.d3 �d7 was a 
safer choice. when 3 tt)es intending 
3 ... 0-0-0?! 4 cS keeps the initiative. 
2 J.xfS exfs 3 dSI 0-0-0 

Or 3 ... cxdS?! 4 ii.xf6 gxf6 S .l:.ge1+ �f8 6 

·ilfC3 etc. 
4 d6 'lWb6 5 Jl.xf6 gxf6 6 c5 

Creating a powerful protected passed 
pawn. 
6 .. .'lIi'b41 

6 ... 'i'as was correct. when 7 nd4. prepar­
ing b2-b4. keeps the advantage. 
7 l1d4 'IIb5 S l:t.4 

With the double threat of 9 lQd4 and 9 
ltxa7. White is practically winning. 

Solutions 

Position 274 
D.Fridman-V.Korchnoi 
Calvia Olympiad 2004 

1 ... 'i'c81 
Removing the queen from the vulner­

able d-file before White puts a rook on d1, 
and taking the g4-square away from his 

queen. Instead. 1 ... CS?! 2 l:!.ad1 leads to un­
pleasant pressure on the ds-pawn, while 
1...'i!i'e8?! was less precise due to 2 "'g4! 
with some initiative - Korchnoi. 

2 nfdl .e6 3 :td2 eSI 
Gaining some space a nd preparing a fu­

ture pawn storm on the queens ide. 
4 03 

Or 4 Dad1 :fd8 S 'i!fb3 c4 6 'lit'c2 bS with 

considerable counterplay. whereas 4 'l'd1 
permits 4 ... d4! S .i.xb7 dxC3 6 bxC3 nab8 7 
.idS 'ilt'xes 8 c4 bS! with just a minimal dis­
advantage. 

4 ... ;,.c6 5 'IIdl l!fdS 6 '1111 b51 7 iI" 5 l:t.S S 
:adl 'llt'xes 

Simplest. In contrast, the game saw 
8 ... .i.d8. when White should have tried 9 
.t.C3 b4 10 :'xdS! .i.e7! 11 �.e1 .lixdS 12 

�.xdS 'i'xes 13 .ixa8 !:txa8 14 ·iWbS with the 
double threat of ii.xb4 and 'i!fb7 - Korchnoi. 
9 .i.xdS ..i.xdS 10 .i.e3 'jo·e6 l1 .rJ.xdS a6 

White has just a slight edge - Korchnoi. 

Position 275 
Y.Seirawan-E.Van Haastert 
D utch Team Championship 2007 

1 :ia2! 
A "mysterious" rook move, realizing that 

Black's only viable plan is ... b6-bS. 
1 ... bS 2 axbs axbs 3 :teC21 

Some more prophylaxis in order to cover 
the sensitive second rank. Meanwhile, Black 

is just playing with one rook. since the one 
on f8 is tied to the defence oftS. 
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3 ... bxe4 4 bxe4 Itb3 
It doesn't seem right to abandon the 

seventh, but there weren't many moves to 

choose from. 
S :'1 11.11 6 11..SI gxf4 

Or 6 ... �c3 7 1%gB, attacking Black's king­
side pawns. 
7 exf4 iLd4 S .fll 

With the threat of 9 ne2+. 
S ... ttb2 9 ttxb2 iLxb2 10 1:a7 

White keeps the initiative. There fol­

lowed 10 ... iLd4 11 lDe2 £I:.hB 12 lLlhg3 il.g7 

13 lLlgl! 'itn6 14 :ta6 .i.fB 15 lLlf3 q,e7 16 
lLlh4, winning a pawn, and later on the 

game. 

Position 276 
J.Cubas-J.Helisten 
Mendoza 2005 

1 •• .lI.111 
In view of the coming :'C2-g2, Black pro­

tects the g7-pawn in advance and prepares 
a further reinforcement of the kingside by 
.. .JiI:.fB and _�e7-f5. In contrast, the game 
continued 1 ... fxes? 2 ttg2 .i.f6 3 f5! exfs 4 
':xfS, followed by lDd2-e4, with a strong 
attack 

2 Ug2 .:ii.fS 3 exf6 
White can't play 3 .:ii.C5? i.xC5+ 4 lDxC5 

due to 4 ... lLlxe5!. 

3 .•• lI.xf6 4 i<lcS 
Or 4 tLld4�e7 S b3 ""7!. heading for e4. 

4M.�el 5 tlJe4 '::g6 
White's attack has been neutralized, e.g. 

6 'iit'f3 'ti'c6 7 l:lff2 :txg2+ B ttxg2 �f5, when 

9 �f6+ leads nowhere after 9 ... <';'f7. 

Position 277 
E.Hermansson-R.Edlund 
Urnea 2004 

l .llnl 
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Prophylaxis against the imminent 
... ttdB-d2. less convincing is 1 lDf4?! Yd2 2 
Itcl ::'c6, preparing c4-0. 
, ••. lI.bd6 

Now 1...ttd2 is met by 2 q,bl. followed 
by q,c1. 
2 b4 

Clearing a path for the king towards b2-

<3· 
2 .. .cxb3 3 axb3 .lld2?1 

3 ... ttc6! was preferable. when 4 c4ttd2 5 
tta5! Itb6 6 tta2 :d3 7 !Del Yd7 B llee2 
keeps the advantage - Hermansson. 

4 1:e51 
Not 4 q,b2? l:tcB with counterplay. 

4 ... .:ii.eS?I 
This manoeuvre just displaces the 

bishop, but it was hard to find a good plan 

for Black anyway. 
5 <';'b2 .:ii.a6 6 lLlf4 ':f2 7 :'a11 11eS S b41 

Producing a decisive passed pawn. The 
game continued B ... .:xcS 9 bxcS .i.bS 10 
llxa7 eS l1 lLle6+! q,h6 12 1%xf7 and Black 

resigned in view of 13lLlg5 next. 

Position 278 
J.I.Andersen-J.Hellsten 
Gistrup 1997 

1 •.• lI.dSI 
Preparing ... lDbd7-fB to reinforce the 

kingside defence. 1...lLlbd7 is less exact due 
to 2 1:ad1. preparing il.bl and 1:d3-h3, a 
plan that White doesn't manage to realize 
in the game. 
2 li,jb3 

2 lDf3 lDbd7 3 Yadl seems more active. 
when Black could delay 3 ... lLlfB in view of 4 
!Des. preferring 3 ... b6 followed by ... �b7 in 
order to conclude his development. 

2 ... lDbdl 3 1:ael lDfS 4':fel.i.dl 5 h3 
The tempting 5 lLldS? backfires after 



5 ... exd5 6 cxd5 'i'b8 7 ..-xe7 liJg4!. 
5 ... �c6 

Preparing ... liJg6-f4 with an even game. 

Position 2 79 
A.Karpov-V.Smyslov 
USSR Team Championship 1972 

1 "lWd41 
Prophylaxis against the plan of 1 ... liJe7, 

heading for g6, which can now be met by 2 
'ii'b6!, forcing a queen exchange and win­
ning one of the pawns at b7 and d6. In con­

trast, the straightforward 1 liJd4?! permits 
1...liJe7 2 'it'b3 "C5! with counterplay. 
1 ... 'ife7 

Now that his plan no longer works, Black 

is limited to defensive actions. It also be­
comes evident that the ... g6-g5 advance has 
just produced weaknesses. 
2 liJd2 lle1 3 l:t.b3 r:t.e2 4 'iW31.:1.e5 

In view of the threat 5 liJe4, the rook has 
to retreat. 

5 ne3 f6 
Or 5 ... .:xe3+?! 6 fxe3!, followed by 7 liJe4 

with strong pressure. 
6 tile4 ·"g7 7 <tog21 

Preparing liJg3-f5. White is clearly bet-
ter. 

Position 280 
K.Kachiani Gersinska-P.Cramling 
France 2005 

1 ... h61 

Position 281 
A.Beliavsky-Z.Almasi 
Wijk aan lee 2006 

1 �f11 

solutions 

Securing the king in advance from the 

threat of 1...lDXd3 followed by ... 'lil'h2+ and 
mate. In contrast, 1 g3 1i'h6 2 'otg2 �c8 
leads to a black initiative - Beliavsky. 
1 • .ii)g6 2 g3 

Preventing 2 ... 1i'h2 and also limiting the 
black knight. 
2 .. Jlxe1+ 3 'iixel �c8 4 Wg2 'ifd7 

Contrary to the previous subline, Black 
doesn't have the ..... d6-h6 move at his dis­

posal 
5 "lWhl J:t.8 6 <togll 

A smart attack on the ds-pawn. 

6....!!.5 7 h4 h6 8 "lWf3 "lWh311 
A risky decision. 8 ... �b6 was preferable 

- Beliavsky. 
9 thf7 liJxh4 10 �xd5 ':::xdS 11 'ifxd5 �xg3 

The only way of justifying the sacrifice. 

12 fxg3 'il'xg3+ 13 ¢lfl �g4 
If 13 .. JWf4+?, then White returns a piece 

by 14 liJf3!. 

14 WaS+ r;t>h7 15 "e4+ wh8 16 �C3 
The position remains rather unclear, but 

White triumphed in the end. 

Position 282 
M.Sadler-Y .Pelletier 
German League 2003 
(analysis variation) 

With the simple idea of 2 f471 g6, trap- l ... 'iPhS! 
ping the queen. White is left without a 
natural plan. 
2 cS b6 3 b4aSI 

Destroying the enemy queens ide. 
4liJa4 axb4 5 tt'lxb6 l:aSI 

With the double ideaof6 .. ..l:t.xcs and 6 ... d3 

followed by .. :1i'd4. Black went on to win. 

Securing the king from a check on f7 be­
fore getting on with his own attack The 
immediate 1 ... 8f3+71 failed to 2 �xf3 exf3 
3 "-xf7+ with mate, while after Ll:f8? 2 
�dS! lbf3+ 3 �xf3 exf3 4 'it'gs White wins. 

2 l:t.xf7 
Or 2 f4 exf3 3 �xf3 liJxf3+ 4 �f2 liJd2! 
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and wins - Pelletier. 

2 ... tDf3+ 3 .ixt3 exf3 4 1bf3 'ilixf3 
Intending ... AacS·c6-g6 with a strong at· 

tack. 

Position 283 
l.Sherwin-B.lvkov 
World Junior Championship, 
Copenhagen 1953 

1 .ia2! 
A prophylactic retreat that lets White 

react in different ways to Black's two main 
options, L.bS and 1 ... tDb6. less promising 
is l .igS bS 2 .ia2 .ib7 and Black achieves a 

standard set·up, or 1 tDeS li:lxes 2 dxeS 
'iltxdl 3 ttxdl tDd7 with approximate equal· 
ity. 
1 ... 8b6 

Now L.bS? runs into 2 dS! exdS 3 tDxdS 

with a strong initiative. 
2 8'5 .td111 

After 2 ... tDbdS 3 'i'f3 'W'd6 4 .igs White 
a Iso exerts considerable pressure. 

3 '/f13! 'iIIc8 • .tg5 .tc6 5 'ilh3 .td5 
Or S ... tDbdS 6 .ixdS!?, when both 

6 ... tDxdS 7 li:lxdS .ixgs S tDb6 and 6 ... .ixdS 

7 .ixf6 .ixf6 S tDxdS exdS 9 li:ld7! .ixd4 10 

Itac1!, followed by tDxfS, win material for 
White. 
6 .tbl g6 1 \!ih. \!id8 8 1:'3! 

Heading for h3 with a strong attack. The 
game concluded S ... tDcS 9 g4! ttJd6 10 Ith3 

lbdeS 11 'iWh6 .ig2 12 'it'xg2 'it'xd4 13 .ixf6 
tDxf6 14 gs 1cS 1S tDe4! and Black re­
signed. 

Position 284 
E. Terpugov-T.V. Petrosian 
USSR Championship, Moscow 1951 

1 ... �h8! 

the kingside. 
2 .tIS '/fd8! 

The immediate 2 ... UgS?! permits 3 'it'hS. 
hitting the pawn on f7. 
3 \!ig. lIg8 . 'li'h5 'Ii'.8 

This defence is possible thanks to the 

clever 2 ... 'tII'dS. 
5 b3 .t18 

Black has now covered an the potentially 
weak spots on the kingside and is ready to 
fight for the initiative. The game continued 
6 �e2 g6 7 .:i1I.h3 fS! S f4 ti:lf6 9 :tel fxe4 10 
.JixcS 'tWxcS l1 lbxe4 tDxe4 12 'tII'xe4 .ig7 13 
lId3 Ub4! 14 'it'f3 c4 and Black went on to 
win. 

Position 285 
l.Hellsten-P.H.Nielsen 
Copenhagen 1996 

1 <;U11 
Withdrawing the king from the vulner­

able g1-a7 diagonal and covering the el­
square. Instead, 1 .ixcS?? Uel+ 2 'it'f2 'i'e2+ 
3 'it'g3 "-g4+ followed by 4 ... Ue2+ leads to 

mate, while the game continued 1 l:td7? 
l:te1+! 2 Uxel .ixf2+ 3 'OPxf2 'iltxd7 with a 
slight black advantage. 
1 .... �.d6 

If 1.. .. !ii.Xf2. then 2 .Ud7 Itel+ 3 �f2 

:e2+ 4 'it'f3 and wins. By the text Black par­
ries the threats of both 2 IId7 and 2 1xcS 
'tWxcS 3 'it'xe6, but runs into a new tactical 
theme. 

1 Ihcd61 l:xd6 3 ::'xd6 'iixd6 4 'W'b1+ Wh6 5 
'i'xa8 'i'd1+ 6 �e1 

White is winning. 

Position 286 
M.Carlsen-V.Kramnik 
London 2009 

Preparing .. J:t,g8 and .. ..if8 to safeguard 1 ... <;t.>t81 
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Removing the king from the vulnerable 
a2-g8 diagonal in advance. Instead, the 
game continued 1.. . .if5? 2 e4 �.g4 3 lDg3 
'i'f7 4 .JU1 and White kept a sound extra 

pawn. 
, 'Lld4 

2 tt:lg3 'i'd1+ 3 'ii'xd1 ttxd1+ 4 �f2 iDb3 
yields Black considerable counterplay, while 
the attempt to prepare lDe2-d4 by 2 .:tb4? 
fails to L.i.b3! - Golubev; e.g. 3 lbb3 

liJxb3 4 'iIf'xb3 'ii'xe2 with an extra ex­
change. Obviously this line would be win­
ning for White with the black king still on 
g8, as 4 'ii'xb3 comes with check. 

2 .. Jlxd4! 3 exd4 iLfS 4 'i'a2 
Thanks to the clever 1...�f8 Black is not 

in check at this point and can continue with 
active measures. 

4 ... 1i'dl+! S '>i.'f2 ii.xbl 6 'i'xbl �b3 7 iLf3 
'i'xc1 8 thb3 '*xf4 

With an active queen Black has no prob­
lems. 

Position 287 
Pr.Nikolic·WI.Schmidt 
Novi 5ad Olympiad 1990 

1 .11<g4! 
Provoking .. .f7-f5 in order to open the 

a2-g8 diagonal towards the black king. 
1 •• .15 , iI d5+ I!Ih8 3 .11<13 

With the threat of 4 Ji:.e5+, winning a 

piece. 
3 .. ,h6 4 'i'e6 'i'e8 

Or 4 ... �h7 5 nxb7 lbb7 6 iLxb7 .:tb8 7 
.i.d5 �.e7 8 il.c6 and wins - Nikolic. 
S nxd61 iLxd6 

If 5 .. .lhd6, then 6 Ji:.e5+! �h7 7 Itxb7+ 
etc. 
6 ill6+ I!Ih7 7 .hd6 lI.d8 8 IIxb7! ilh8 9 
'i'xh8+ '>i.'xh8 10 iLC7! 1-0 

In view of iLe5+ on the next move. 

Solutions 

Position 288 
A.Grant·K.Arkell 
Hastings 1994/95 

1 ..• ilg4! 
Provoking a decisive weakness in the 

white pawn structure. 

> 13 
2 iDC1 runs into 2 ... .:txe3+! 3 fxe3 'llt'xg3+ 

4 �d1 "g4+! 5 �e1 'i'g2 and the threats 
cannot be parried, while after 2 ttJf4 g5 3 

ttJd3 f4 Black's attack is also irresistible. 
2".'''·gS 3 iDfl ttxe31 

Creating a decisive pin a long the e-file. 
4 iDxe3 'the3 S '>i.'dl 

Or 5 'ii'd2 .:te8 6 'ili'xe3 nxe3 and wins. 
S ... ii.a4! 6 'io'xa4 l:tb2 0-1 

Position 289 
S.Cicak-1. Yarmonov 
Dresden Olympiad 2008 

I "'C21 
Provoking a weakness on Black's king­

side. In contrast, 1 'i'h5?! g6 2 ttJxg6 fxg6 3 
�.xg6 hxg6 4 'ii'xg6+ �h8 is only a draw, 

since 5 il.h6? fails to 5 ... ttg8 6 'ili'h5 'i'e8. 
1 ... g6 

Or 1...h6 2 0-0-0, when 2 ... l:te8? (prepar­
ing ... �f8) fails to 3 �.h7+ �h8 4 e6!. 
2 h41 .!bc4 3 0-0-0 tbxe3 4 be3 iLxh4 

Black has ruled out the h4-h5 idea, but is 
now suffering on the h-fi1e. 
5 g3 .I/,g5 6 .I1<xg6! Ixg6 

Obviously 6 ... hxg6? runs into 7 ·iil'h2 . 
7 1hh71 �xes 

Since 7 ... �xh7 8 'Si'xg6+ �h8 9 tth1+ is 
terminal, Black tries a counter sacrifice. 
8 dxes iLfS 9 'i'h2 

With a decisive attack The game con­

cluded 9 .. .  'Wb6 10 nh8+ �f7 11 "h7+ �e8 
12 ':xf8+ �xf8 13 .'bxg6+ il.xg6 14 1:.f1+! 
and Black resigned. 
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Position 290 
D.Reinderman-J.Timman 
Dutch Championship 1996 

' ••• 'illd71 
Provoking h3-h4 in order to create a 

weak square on g4. 

2 h4 
2 q;.h2 runs into 2 ... h41 intending 3 g4? 

.!ixg4. while after 2 cxd5 cxdS 3 1UC1+ 'it'b8 
4 h4 ::'c8 Black keeps the advantage. 
2 .. .lbg4 3 'lWe2 f61 

Preparing ... g7-g5 with an attack 

4 cxd5 cxd5 5 :tac1+ �b8 6 11C3 g5 7 :'fc1 
gxf4 

More forcing was 7 ... gxh4 8 gxM l:.hg8. 
intensifying the attack - Hom. With his 
next move White manages to sidestep this 

line, but also leaves Black with a protected 
passed pawn on e4. 
8 exf4 ':c8 9 lDf1 Axc3 10 'uxC3 '::'c8 

Thanks to his superior pawn structure 
and more active pieces, Black is better. 

Position 291 
R.Vandarbiev-V.Beznosikov 
Russian Championsh ip. 
Krasnoyarsk 2003 

l !ilgsl 
Provoking ... e7-e6 in order to soften up 

the dark squares in Black's camp and re­
strict his bishop on c8. 
1 ... e6 

After 1 .. :"e8 2 .:tel h6 3 l2Je4 White also 
has much the better game. 

2 lDe4lDc7 3 ii.gsl 
More provocation. 

3 ••• 'illd711 
After 3 .. .16 4 i:.f4 lDd5 5 .i.d6 Black ad­

mittedly ends up with a long-term weak­
ness on e6, but at least his "good" bishop is 
still on the board. 
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4 !ilf6+ .bf6 S i.xf6 
With a clear grip on the dark squares, 

while Black's remaining bishop is horribly 

passive. There followed 5 ... tLJe8 6 �e5 f6 7 
�g3 lDg7 8 nfel l:.e8 9 l1a2 ..

. 
f7 10 :ae2 

and White gradually increased his advan­
tage. 

Position 292 
E.Agresl-S.K.Williams 
Isle of Man 2004 

1 .. .llh61 
Provoking a weakness in the enemy 

kingside to facilitate the attack 
2 h3 ltg6 3 Whl 'iIIg3 4 ltgl lth6 S ltdl 

The only defence to the threat of 

5 ... 11xh3+, since S . .Ilft? failed to 5 ... 1bh3+ 6 
gxh3 �xf3+. 
S ... !ilf61 

More pieces to the attack. Now both 6 

. .Ild2 lDg4! and 6 .�b2 lDh5 are fatal for 
White. 
6 -.e1 11xh3+1 

A decisive blow. 
7 gxh3 'lWxh3+ 8 �g1 lDg41 9 'lWf2 

The only move, in view of 9 fxg4 'i'g2 
mate. 

9 ... lDxf210 'Ot;>xf2 eSI 
Clearing the e-file. There followed 11 

11gl �4+ 12 Qr>fl g6 13 txe5 �3+ 14 Qr>f2 
�2+ 15 :.g2 "xes 16 J:.a2 ne8 17 nC2 

.i.xf31 and White resigned in view of 18 

J..xf3 'WeI mate or 18 'it'xf3 1Ite4+ etc. 

Position 293 
A.Shneider-D.Komarov 
Donetsk 1998 

1 £ie51 
Provoking .. .f7-f6 to soften up the light 

squares in Black's camp. 1 .�d6 lDc6 is far 
less ambitious. 



1 ... f6 1 �d6 �xd6 
Or 2 ... lbc.6 3 �h3!? with some pressure 

on e6. Now if ... f6-f5 at any moment, then 
the e5-square falls into White's hands. 
3 1bd6 e5 

After 3 ... :a:d8 4 '.d3 lDc6 5 �h3! f5 6 l:tdl 
l:txd6 7 'it'xd6 'it'e8 8 'it'o Black is in serious 
trouble - Baburin/Tisdal1. 
4 11\h41 

Swapping Black's main defender of the 
light squares. 
4-•• .bg> 5 ¢>xg2 1ilc6 6 "III13 1ild4 7 "IIId5+ flI7 

Or 7 ... �h8 8 e3 1Dc2 9 l:tdl lDb4 10 'it'e4. 
preparing ':d7 with a strong attack. 
8 :tdl 'i'b7 9 'itxb7 l:txb7 10 e3 g5 l1 lDf3 

Even stronger was 11 exd4 gxh4 12 dxe5 
fxe5 13 l:1.e6 hxg3 14 hxg3 with a huge edge 
in the rook endgame. 

11 ... lDxf3 12 <;!(Xf3 
Thanks to his control of the open file 

and Black's light square weaknesses, White 
is clearly better. 

Position 294 
A.Alekhine-Em.Lasker 
New York 1924 

1 ... �h5! 
Provoking g3-g4 in order to soften up f4 

and the whole h2-b8 diagonal 

2 g4 
The onlywayof saving the d4-pawn. 

l .. if7 3 bxc6 l:tc8 4 'i'bl 
After 4 .J:tacl Uxc6 5 �1 'i'd6 6 lDg2 

':ec8 Black is better thanks to the weak 
pawns on f4 and d4. 

4 ... bxc6 5 fS 
Parrying the unpleasant threat of 

5 ... lDe6. 
S ..... d6 6 lDgl �C7 7 :tfel h51 

Preparing ... lDh7-g5 in order to swap the 
defender on f3. 

8 h3 lDh7 9 .u.xe8+l:xe8 10 :tel :tb8 11 'ili'Cl 

Solutions 

�g5112 lDes 
Or 12 lDxg5 'tIfh2+ 13 'OWl fxg5 with a 

decisive attack. 

12 ... fxes 13 'iihgs e4 
Black is winning. 

Position 295 
O.Romanishin-J.Przewoznik 
Polanica Zdroj 1980 

1 "IIIh51 
Initiating an attack and provoking a 

weakness in the enemy pawn structure. 

1 ... h611 
1...g6 was more solid, when White could 

try 2 'ilfh6 �f8 3 tfh3 followed by lDe4. eye­

ing the new weakness on f6. 
2 1113 11\d4 

If 2 ... �f8 3 11g3 g6, then 4 lbe4!. heading 
forf6. 
3 �xd4 Itxd4 

Or 3 ... cxd4 4 lDe4. preparing 1:g3 with a 
strong attack. 
4 11g3 Wl8 5 "IIIg4! 

One more provocative measure to sof­
ten up the black defence. 

5 •.• g5 
As a result of Black's first move, 5 ... g6? 

now fails to 6 �xg6 fxg6 7 'it'xg6. 
6 fill! 

The last piece joins in with decisive effect 

6 ... c4 7 �e4 ..te8 8 t6'hS gxf4 9 nxf4 "CS 10 
<t:hl �d7 11 :a:xf7 

White soon won. 

Position 296 
F.Ladron de Guevara­
(.Matamoros Franco 
Campillo, 2007 

1 ••• Jl.151 
Provoking e3-e4 in order to restrict the 

bishop on g2 and gain control of the dark 
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squares. 1 .. 1:a2?! 2 ft3 Uxb2 3 :a:xb2 .:.1l:.xb2 
4 'i'xb2 is less promising. 

1 e4 iLd7 3 iLxg7 'it'xg7 4 'it'h1 
Or 4 ft3 'i'f6 S ft2 :a4 with a clear 

initiative. 
4. •• �f6 5 'dIa2 

Black has the more active position. The 
game continued 6 bS lDd4 7 l:ta1 .:.1l:..g4!? 8 
'i'xg4 Uxd2 9 Ua7 lDel!, followed by ... lDe3. 
and White was in trouble. 

Position 297 
MiI.Pavlovic·O.Stubberud 
Gausdal 2007 

1 �141 
Attacking the d6-pawn to force the 

compromising ... e6-es advance. 
1 ... e5 

Both 1 ... 'i'xC4 2 .:.1l:..xd6 iLxd6 3 'i'xd6 and 

1 ... lDes 2 lDxes iLxg2 3 lDxf7! ,.pxf7 4 ,.pxg2 
'i'xC4 S l:ac1 yield White a more comfort­
able game. 

1 iLgs 0-0 3 l:tac1 l:tfeS 
If 3 .. :i'xc4?, then 4 lDxes and�.xb7. 

4 b3 
Now White has a pleasant advantage 

thanks to the weaknesses on dS and d6. 

.... h6 S �x16 lilx16 6 lilh4! 
In order to swap Black's "good" bishop. 

6 .. ..:.il:.xg2 7 lDxgl AacS S lDe3 �b7 9 a4 
Black is never able to launch the ... b6-bS 

counter-strike. 
9 ... idS 10 lDedS lDd7 11 'ii'e3 Ac6 12 '1ltf3 
"c8 13 lDe4 

With an overwhelming positional ad­
vantage. 

Position 298 
A.Denker-M.Botvinnik 
USA·USSR radio match 1945 

1 ... "c61 
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Provoking f2-f3 in order to soften up the 
dark squares around the white king. 

2 13 d3! 
Clearing the g1-a7 diagonal for the 

bishop. 

3 'iWC1 
Also after 3 lDe4 'i'C7! 4 g3 .:.1l:.xe4 S fxe4 

'lifxc4 6 ':cl iLcS or 3 ,.ph1 1IIC7! (more 

provocation) 4 f4 'iIi'c6 S ':g1 .:.1l:.CS 6 .:.1l:.xd3 
iLf2! 7 %:'c1lDcS Black wins - Kasparov. 
3 ... -*.c5+ 4..wh1 

Now the knight on g3 becomes exposed, 
but 4 .:.1l:.e3 lost outright to 4 ... d2! S 'lifxd2 

lDes . 
.... 'IId6! S 'll14 

S .:.1l:.h6 failed to the simple S ... .:th7!, pre­
paring ... lldh8, while after S .:.1l:..f4 :txh2+! 6 

,.pxh2 :th8+ 7 lDhS IIxhS+ 8 'OPg3 itd4. fol­
lowed by .. ."i'xf6, the white king is doomed. 
S .. ':xh2+1 6 'it'xh2 :thS+ 7 'ith4 tLxh4+ S 
.:.1l:.xh4 ""'4 0-1 

Position 299 
La.Karlsson-E.Berg 
Stockholm (blitz) 2005 

1 'IId4! 
By hitting the a7-pawn and hampering 

... g7-g6, White provokes the undesirable 

. .. c6-cs. 
l ... cS 

1 ... aS 2 0-0-0 leaves Black without rea­
sonable moves, while after 1 ... g6? 2 lDdS! 

cxdS 3 'ii'xf6 :tg8 4 .:.1l:.xdS White wins a 
pawn for nothing. 
2 'IId2 

Now a weak square has appeared on dS. 

2 ... '1117 3 hS �'7 4 lildS! lilxdS 
Black is also suffering after 4 ... 0-0 S 

0-0-0. fo11owed by :l:hgl. 

5 iLxd5 iLe6 6 h61 iLxd5 7 hxg7 :tgS S 'ii'xd5 
With a sound extra pawn, White soon 

won. 



Position 300 
G.Lisitsin-M.Botvinnik 
Leningrad 1932 

1 ... Jl.g41 
By attacking the e2·pawn Black pro· 

vokes a concession from White. 
2 �xd4 

After 2 f3?! �e6 a weak square appears 
on e3. and the fianchettoed bishop be· 
comes severely restricted. 
2 ... exd4 

The exchange on d4 has yielded Black a 
semi·open file and reduced White's dy· 
namic potential. 
3 '*d2 � f8 4l:te1 l:te8 5 h4?1 

The active S e4 was preferable. e.g. 
S ... dxe3 6 lLlfxe3 lLlxe3 7 fxe3 .u.cdB B lh3 
with just a slight disadvantage - Botvinnik. 
5 ... .i:.h3 6 il.f3 ne71 

Black starts working towards the target 
on e2. 
7 lLlh2 :ce8 8 *h1 �e6 9 b3 lLlb4 10 �g2 
Jl.dS ll 1ilf3 

At this point 11 ... :'e6!?, followed by 
... 'llie7. yields Black a clear advantage - Bot· 
vinnik. 

Position 301 
B.Larsen-G.Sax 
Linares 1983 

l ... 'lJdSI 
Provoking e3·e4 in order to soften up 

the f4·square. 1 ... lLldS is less convincing due 
to 2 e4! lLlxC3 3 'ii'e3. preparing a timely 

.Q.b2 - Sax. 
2 e4 ..-c6 3 J:a3 

3 f4?! lLlg6 and the e4·pawn is exposed. 
3 ... l:t.fd8 4 .i:.g5 h61 5 �e3 

Or S �xf6 gxf6 6 �h1 lLlg6 7 :'gl �h7 
with a slight advantage - Sax. 
S ... lilg6 6 C4lilhSI 

Solutions 

Black starts working on the f4 wea kness. 
7 c5 bXc5 8 bXc5 lbb8 9 �c4lLlhf4 10 'ilia2 
'ii'c7111 "'a1 

On 11 l:.xa 777 Black had prepared 

l1...'i'es 12 oto>h1 'ilt'gs 13 l:tg1 l1dl!. 
11 ...... e7 

Heading for gs or h4. with an initiative. 

Position 302 
O.Romanishin-M.Suba 
Moscow 1986 

1 :gll 
Before taking on e6 White provokes 

... g7·g6 to soften up the opponent's dark 
squares. less clear is 1 il.f4 lLlg6 or 1 b4 
tbe7, followed by .. .':;f7. 
1 ... g6 

If 1 ... llJg6. then 2 :tgS!? preparing h4·hS 
is one of severa I possibilities. 

2 i.f4lLled7 3 il.xe611xc5 4 £Le31 
Enabling a future il.d4. 

4 ... l:t.c6 
Or 4 ... :tC2 S q,;,d1, when S .. .lhb2? fails to 

6 il.xd7 followed by 7 �d4 - Romanishin. 
5 il.h3 l:t.e8 6 :d1 :'c2 7 h51 

Some surprising dynamics that helps to 
actNate the rook on gl. 
7 ... l:t.xb2 

Both 7 ... llJxhS 8 l:.xdS and 7 ... gxhS 8 ':g7 
were equally favourable for White. 

8 hxg6 hxg6 9 lbg6 ':xa2 10 'itifl l:.h8 11 
il.g2 'i;e7 12 �xd5 lLlxd5 13 ':xd5 

Thanks to his strong bishop White is bet· 
ter. 

Position 303 
A.Dreev-Ve Jiangchuan 
Dubai (rapid) 2002 

1 .... l1La61 
By the threat of 2 .... l1Ld3 Black provokes 

C3·c4, which will soften up the d4 and b4 
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squares for his pieces. 
2 e' 

er 2 b4 .Jtd3! 3 "b3 c4, fixing a weak­
ness on C3 and transforming the bishop 
into a gia nt. 

2 ... iI.b7 3 'il13 
After 3 f4 lDc:6 4 e5 'iWd7, followed by 

... �4. Black obtains some initiative. 

3 ... 'ile6. 'iIId2 'ilb. 
Now that the plan with . ..loc6-d4 isn't 

feasible, Black directs his attention to the 

e4-pawn. 
S .i.(2 lDx(2 6 'i'X(2 "'(61 7 liJd2 fS 8 f3 e6 9 
'iIId3 'iIIe7 

Preparing ... iLc6 and ... tfb7. with a slight 
but enduring advantage thanks to the 
bishop pair and the superior pawn struc­
ture. 

Position 304 
J.Mestel-Y.B.I.shoy 
European Team Championship, 
Moscow 1977 

1 .. '::(81 
By provoking c2-c3 Black leaves the en­

emy knight without its desired destiny. Less 
convincing is 1 ... lDf6?! 2 l:.e1 :i!.C4 3 lDC3 and 
White hangs on to his extra pawn. 

1 (3 liJf6 3 :e1 j.(4 4 j.gSl 
Too materialistic. White should have reo 

turned the pawn by 4 b3. when 4 ... .Jtxe2 5 
l:.xe2 'ir'xc3 just yields Black a minimal 

edge. 
4 ... liJg41 S hxg4 .i.xgs 

Now the active bishop pair more than 
compensates for the pawn, whereas White 
keeps having a problem with his misplaced 
knight. 

6 il3 'iIIbs 7 b. g6 8 'ilCl .:.8 9 'ilb3 1:[.21 
10'i'b1 :33 

Even stronger was 10 ... 'iWa6!. heading for 
a7 - Balashov. 
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ll liJas .l:tx(3 
Also strong was 11...iLd2 or 11...iLd3. 

12 Q)X(4 'i'X(4 13 "'e4 'iib31 
Black keeps a clear advantage. 

Position 305 
A.Gershon-B.Maryasin 
Israeli Team Championship 2002 

1 :(41 
This attack on the knight forces a minor 

concession from the opponent. Less promis­

ing is 1 :i!.c2 lDf6, followed by .. .'"JJe7. 
l ... fS 

Accepting some minor weaknesses on 
e6 and e5. seeing that 1 ... tDf6 2 liJcS! j.xC5 

3 ':xc5 loses the bishop pair. 
1 1:.((1 �e7 3 to(3 tD(5 

Or 3 ... tDf64 tiJe2! iLc8 5 ·'bed4. swapping 
the defender on c6. Here S ... lOxd4?! runs 
into 6 il.b4+! 'it>e8 7 exd4. preparing 8 ='0. 

4 .i.(2 j.(8 s lQd41 nd6?1 
White is also better after s . ..tDxd4 6 

exd4 tiJd7 7 d5 tiJf6 8 iLb3 - Gershon. but 
now he obtains a strong attack. 
6 tDx(6+ ':x(6 7 b41 lQd7 8 e41 f4 9 bSI l:.d6 
10 Itxd6 wxd6 11 e5+1 

Freeing the e4-square for the knight. The 
game continued 11...'�xe5 12 tiJe4! tiJf6 13 
�gs lIe8 14 i.C3+ 'it'd6 15 iLb4+ ¢.>d7 16 b6! 
and Black resigned in view of 16 ... iLxb6 17 
iLa4+ 'it'd8 18 liJf7 mate. 

Position 306 
R.Janssen-E.Bacrot 
Wijk aan Zee 1997 

1 ... 'ilb61 
By provoking c4-c5 Black fixes a target 

on c5 and improves his bishop on eG. Less 
convincing is 1 ... it.xC3 2 bxC3 tDb6 3 c5 liJc4 

• iI.d •. 

1 (5 tOd7 



After 2 ... �C4?! 3 .i.d4 Black doesn't 
achieve anything. 
3 �C2 id81 

A new provocative measure that forces 

b2-b4, after which ... a7-a5 will make the 
rook on a8 terrific. 
4 b4 as S a3fsl 

Opening a second front in the centre. 

6 �d3 iLg7 7 exfs gxfs 8 .1(.Cl 
Or 8 l:he1?! axb4 9 axb4 :Ca3! with 

threats at c3 and b3. 
8 ... .!DeS 9 .i.e2 axb4 10 axb4 b61 

Softening up the remainder of the white 

pawn chain. 
11 :thel o:;pb7 12 f4 

After 12 .�b2 bxcS 13 bXc5 �7 the cS­
pawn is doomed. 
12 ... lDg4 13 �xg4 fxg4 14 iLb2 bxcS 15 
�e41? 

Or 15 bXc5 :Cas! - Ribli. 
IS ... iLfS 16 .i.xg7 iLxe4+ 17 �C3 cxb4+ 18 
'>folxb4 iLdS 19 11xe8 :txe8 

Despite the opposite-coloured bishops, 
Black went on to win. 

Position 307 
M.Filip-T.V.Petrosian 
Yerevan 1965 

1 ... 1id81 
Heading for the protected square at h4 

and taking control of the whole M-d8 di­
agonal. 

" 3  
Black 15 also better after 2 ttJe3 'i'M, 

preparing ttJh5-f4. 
•... lLlhSI 

Eyeing the f4-square. 

3 Ji.d' lilf4 4 .i<x14 lI.xf4 5 ILlI. 1ih4 6 lLle4 
Wh8 l 1Llg31Lld8 

Preparing ... ttJf7-g5, with a clear advan­
tage thanks to his more active pieces and 

White's dark square weaknesses. 

Solutions 

Position 308 
A.Alekhine-M.Euwe 
World Championship (game 7), 
Holland 1935 

1 �h41 
Heading for the protected square at f6. 

Less convincing is 1 O-O-O?! lbg3! 2 hxg3 

lLlxes with compensation - Alekhine. 
1 ... h6 2 0-0-0 Uae8 3 iLf6+ '>folh7 4 f41 

By using some minor tactics White se­
cures the es-pawn. 
4. •• exf3 5 .i.xf31 

After 5 .i.d3+?! ng6 Black can put up 
more resistance - Euwe. 
s ... lLlas 6 .i.xb7 llJxb7 7 r1d71 

Winning a pawn, and soon the game as 
well. 

Position 309 
R.Osterman-A.Karpov 
Porlorol/Lju bljana 1975 

l ... �gSI 
Giving up the exchange in order to seize 

the weak dark squares on the enemy king­
side. 1 ... :te8 2 f4 is less convincing. 

2 iLxf8 '1Ibf8 3 Ugl .i.f4 4 lDe4 Sit.xes 
The most powerful recapture, which va­

cates the f4-square forthe knight. 
5 ILlg3 lilf4 61id. �Cl l �ll 1id6 

Thanks to his grip on the dark squares, 

Black is much better. The game continued 8 
:tel fS 9 .Q.e2 cJrf7 10 nbl as 11 a3 hS!, fol­
lowed by ... hS-M, a nd Black went on to win. 

Position 310 
J.Helisten-R.Chavez 
Sanla Crul 2003 

l 1LlbSI 
Clearing the way for the rook towards 

the weak square at c6. 
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1 ... lOxbS?1 
1...1%cS is met simply by 2 ttxcs lOxcS 3 

ncl. Instead, 1...lOfe4! was preferable, when 

2 .:,6 lOfS 3 :acl 'itgS! yields Slack some 
kingside counterplay. So the simple 2 1Oxd6 

lOxd6 3 :c6 is probably a better choice. 

2 ti'xbS lOe4 
Obviously 2�.ncS? fails to 3 lbcS ·twxcs 4 

'itxb6. 
3 %1e61 l:tb8 4 ':ae1 .'iih6 5 ':e71 

Seizing the seventh rank. 
5 •. .I;:,d6 6 I!1d7 

Even stronger was 6 "'c6! with the 

threat of 7 lld7. Black, on his part, should 
try 6 ... 1:.cS on the next move. 

6 ... 'Si'xd7?1 7 �xd7 �f5 8 llee7 iLgs 9 g4 
ILlg7 10 �d3 

Now that 1o ... :bcS fails to 11 1:.xf7. 

White is practically winning. 

Position 311 
M.Turov-B.Predojevic 
Budapest 2003 

1 ••• lLlg41 
Exploiting the tactical motifs along the 

f-file and the h2-bS diagonal in order to 
launch an attack. 

2 g3 
If 2 h3? then Llbxd4! 3 lUxd4 iLh2+ 4 

't>f1 l:txf2+ S 'ilt'xf2 lUxf2 6 'iWxf2 'i'g3+ and 
wins. 
2 .•. 1Wf71 3Wg2I!1h5 

3 ... es !  was even stronger; e.g. 4 "xdS 
'W'xdS! S .�C4 .i.e6 6 .:i:.xdS J.xdS or 4 dxeS 
lbcxes S tDxes lUxes, preparing S .... :.il.g4 
with a decisive attack - Predojevic. 

4 h4 
After 4 h3 es! White is also in big trou­

ble; e.g. S :'hl lbxf2! 6 'i'xf2 lUxd4 and the 
pin along the f-file decides. 

4 ... lUxd41 5 tLlxd4 1:.xf2+ 6 'i!fxf2 tLlxf2 7 
'iti>xf2 e5 
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Not just attacking the knight, also mobi­
lizing the remaining pieces to the kingside. 

There followed S lbb3 �h3! 9 i.e2 l:tfS+ 10 
'iWgl ..,f7 11 'itr'h2 'i'e6 12 .:tadl ':f2+ 13 
'iWhl d4 and the attack soon took its toll. 

Position 312 
P.H.Nielsen·J.Helisten 
Copenhagen 1996 

1 ... l:te71 
Placing the rook on its most active 

square, without worrying about the loss of 
the exchange. 1 ... naS?! is less appealing. 

2 .�.g3 ILlfSI 3 f411 
Preparing f4-fS. After 3 .:i:.xC7?! 'itxC], 

preparing ... lUg6-f4(h4l as wel1 as .. Jld5-hS, 
White's multiple weaknesses yield slack 
excellent compensation. 

3 •.• �d5 4 iI.d3 11i'dSI 
Prophylaxis against the f4-f5 advance. 

5 f5 
Here the game saw 5 l:e5? ':xd4 with a 

sound extra pawn for Black, while the pre­
paratory 5 l:cdl can be met by 5 ... ncd7. 

s ... exfSI 
Again Slack is ready to give up the ex­

change. 
6 fLxe7 the7 7 h3 'iif4 8 l:e3 ':d6 

With ideas like 9 ... lOe4 and ... lUg6·h4, 
Black has sufficient compensation for the 

exchange. 

Position 313 
E.Bareev-J.Speelman 
Hastings 1991/92 

1 e51 
In order to seize the d6-square with the 

knight. even at the cost of the exchange. 

less convincing is 1 'i'c2?! f5 2 lbO J.b7 
with a slight black advantage - Bareev. 
l .. .fS 2 lbd6 bxe5 3 bxe5 iLxa1 4 'iixa1 



Now White's control of the long diago­
nal adds to his compensation. 
4 ••• lIb3!1 

Both 4 ... �.a6 S �.xa6ldxa6 6 'ita2 li:Jac7 
7 :tel and 4 ... 'itf6 S �.C4!? 'i'xa1 6 .tha1 

j(.a6 7 .Q..a2 yield White interesting com­
pensation, but the text simply helps him to 
increase the pressure. 
S Itdll .liLa6 6 �xa6 l:I:xe3 

If 6 ... ldxa6, then 7 ldxfS! gxfs 8 lhd8 
nxd8 9 "es - Bareev. 
7 lbxfS gds 8 1bd8 l:I:xd8 9 .ii.e4 

Thanks to his strong passed pawn and 
the exposed black king, White is practically 
winning. 

Position 314 
J.Klovans-I.Nataf 
Pardubice 2002 

1 ... e41 
By tactical means Black nullifies the 

weak squares on dS and e4. 

2 "xe4? 
This loses material. 2 i.xe4? also failed 

to 2 ... dS. Instead. 2 'i'd1 was correct. when 
2 ....... 7 3 .� .• 6 iLl • •  93 llf61 S �h3 iLh6 6 
'i'a1 "bc6 yields Black a slight advantage -
Nataf. The desired ... d6-dS is just one move 
away. 

z...i1le71 3 iLb7 
Neither 3 :tdl? ldxdS 4 lhdS ne8, nor 3 

i.e6 dS 4 'ii'd4 (or 4 'ifes .i.f4!) 4 ... 11c61 works 
for White. 
3 ••• d5 4 "lid< 'lI'e71 

Not 4 ... :bS? S it.a6! and the bishop es­
capes. Now, on the other hand. it is 
trapped. 
5 liles lill5 6 1IIg4 iLh6 7 lild3 Itxe3 8 >1.06 
"llb61 9 lte1 g61 

Avoiding any tricks with 10 'i'xfS. Inca­
pableofsaving his bishop. White resigned. 

Position 315 
L.Ftacnik-M.Narciso Dublan 
lisbon 2001 

1 l:te21 

Solutions 

Preparing to triple the major pieces on 
the d-file towards the weakness on dS. 1 

nC2, preparing l:d2, is less exact since the 
other rook remains passive. 

1 ... l:te7 
Or 1 ... ':'c8 2 11d2 liJe7 3 Itxc8 'i'xc8 4 IIc2 

'W!r'a8 S .�d6 with a clear advantage - Hac­
nik. 
2 l:.d2 rt.d7 3 :te31 ne8 

The tactical blow 3 ... ti:lxb4? backfires af­
ter 4 .'Des! d4 5 llb3 '!lc6 6 tOxd7 'i'xd7 7 
exd4 '11fd5 8 'iWf3 - Ftacnik. 

4 l:I:ed3 d4 
Holding on to the pawn by 4 . .eve7 made 

little sense due to 5 e4!, when 5 ... 1:1.C4 6 lbe5 

wins the exchange. 

S tbxd4 .xd4 6 Axd4 l:.xd4 7 l:xd4 
Thanks to his extra pawn White is 

clearly better. 

Position 316 
V.Kovacevic-Z.Ribli 
Bugo jno 1984 

1 • •  .J:t171 
Preparing ... J:tfa7 with an attack on the 

a3-pawn before White manages to defend 
it. 

2 �d2 
The depressing 2 lDd2 ':'fa7 3 lLlb1 is 

well met by 3 ... e5L opening the position for 

the bishops; e.g. 4 fxes fxes S dxeS .Q..xes 
with a huge advantage. 
2 .. J:.fa7 3 We2 l:txa3 4 lha3 l:I:xa3 S Wb2 
:ta7 6 l:al l:I:xal 7 ¢:'xal iI.d7 

Preparing ... �.e8-g6. Black later con­
verted his extra pawn. 
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Position 317 
S.Tarrasch-M.Chigorin 
Match (game 19), 
St. Petersburg 1893 

1 f41 
Converting the e4-pawn into a target. 

Preferable was 1 0-0 Jii.g7 2 f3 0-0 3 Jii.e3 
with just a slight disadvantage. 

1 .• .lt:ld7 2 b4 
Preventing _lbd7-CS and enabling tLJb3-as. 

2 ... Jii.g7 3 tLJb3 0-04 0-0 
After 4 tLJas? Jii.xe4! S tLJxe4 Ue8 Black 

recovers the piece with interest. 

4-.. :te8 5 nel tLJf61 6 lbd2 
By now the e4-pawn has turned into a 

headache for White; e.g. 6 'ilM3 -.e7 7 tLJd2 
dS! with double threats at e4 and b4. or 6 
eS dxeS 7 'it'xd8 naxd8 8 fxes tjJg4 and the 

pawn is doomed anyway. 
6 .. :fld7 7 h3 lte71 8 :te2 Itae8 9 .. 11 hSI 

By means of the threat lo. . .h4. Black fi­
nally cracks the enemy defence. 

10 h4 "g41 11 'fIf2 'fIxh4 12 tLJf3 "g4 13 eS 
lDdS 14 lLlh2 "-d7 1S exd6 ti'xd6 

Black is winning. 

Position 318 
V.Kovacevic-S.Gligoric 
Yugoslav Team Championship 1979 

1 • ..'ilgBI 
Intending ... tLJe7-fS with an attack on 

the weakness on e3. 

2 tLJd2 liJe7 3 :xf8 
Preparing lLld2-fl. After 3 tLJb3? lLlfS the 

queen can't protect the e3-pawn due to the 
discovered attacks. 

3 ••. lIxfB 4 1IIe1 li:lf5 5 li:lf1 111dBI 6 1l.d1 '/I'g5 
7 i1.  .. 

Vacating the d1-square for the knight. 7 
Jii.b3 seemed more natural, but after 7 ... hS !  

8 tLJxe4?! dxe4 9 �xe6 tLJxe3!, both 10 
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'1i'xe3? ttxt1+ and 10 li:lxe3 Jii.xd4 11 lla3 
:f3! let Black recover the material with in­

terest. 
7 •.• h51 

With the double intention of .. .1th6 and 

... M-M. 
B o.h1 il.h6 9 li:ld1 h4 10 il.b311 

10 h3 was better, when 10 .. ":::c8 keeps 
the advantage. 
10 ... h3111 g3 

Or 11 gxh3 lLlM with decisive threats ­
Gligoric. 

11 .. :iifg4 12 1:.cl1 
A blunder, but after 12 tLJd2 tLJxd4! 13 

exd4 Jii.xd2 Black wins anyway. 
12 ...... f3+ 

In view of the mate, White resigned. 

Position 319 
P.Leko-A.Morozevich 
Frankfurt (rapid) 1999 

1 iLe21 
Preparing Jii.d3, followed by the dou­

bling of the major pieces on the f-file in 
order to attack the weaknesses on f7 and 

h4. 
1 •. .Ilc8 2 111d2 l1C7 3 il.d3 111h5 4l1f41 

By placing the rook at the front White 
achieves an attack on both pawns at the 
same time. 

4 .... i'g5 
Or4 ... h3 S '''f2, followedbyllM,andthe 

h3-pawn is doomed. 
5 '1'121 "ilte1 6 'it'xh4 *'f8 1 'i'el 

Preparing h2-h4 with a decisive advan­
tage. 

Position 320 
F.Obers·P.Cramling 
Gibraltar 2009 

1 ... ·'2.c11 



Discovering on the d3-pawn and prepar­
ing a future . ..lbe6-gs with attacking pros­

pects. 
2 lDxb61 

A bad reply, since the knight was useful 
in attacking the es-pawn. After 2 �f1! f6 3 
�b2 tLJe6 4 h4 or even 4 f4!? White could 
have put up more resistance. 
2 ... axb6 3 �fl 

Or 3 �e4 f5, conquering the d3·pawn. 
3.,.lDe61 4 �b2? 

After 4 h4 �cS the d3-pawn is lost, but 

even so this was a lesser evil than the game. 

.. ..I;:\g5 
Now Black's invasion on the dark 

squares is irresistible. 

5 :teel �f3+ 6 ... hl :te61 
In view of 7 ... nh6 next, White resigned. 

Position 321 
M.lllescas (o,doba-J.Hodgson 
Spanish Team Championship 1993 

l �ell 
Preparing �g3 with an attack on the 

weak d6-pawn. Obviously Black can't stop 
this by 1 ... g3? due to 2 �hS. 

l. .. j'-el 2 �g3 .i!.e6 
Parrying the threat of 3 cS, but now 

White finds a new angle for the attack on 
d6. 

3 11031 �d1 
Or 3 .. .lta8 4 �xd6 �xC4 5 �xC4 �xd6 6 

trb3 and White wins - ll1escas. 

4 thal 
With a sound extra pawn and the black 

king stranded in the centre, the rest is easy. 
4 ... ""g5 5 1Jbl l!gc8 

Ifs ... �xe3?, then 6 'ii'a3. 
6 e5 �e7 1 exd6 .i!.xd6 8 .i!.xd6 <;t>xd6 9 'W'e5+ 
'OIId1 10 Itf4 

Preparing l:t.hfl and .i!.C4 with a decisive 
attack. 

Solutions 

Position 322 
I.Morovic Fernandez-A.Karpov 
Dos Hermanas 1994 

1 ... �e81 
Preparing ... "bb6 with an attack on the 

weak c4·pawn. 
2 :tfdll:td8 3 "ba4 

Or 3 l:td2 lOb6 4 cS lbc4 S lld3 "iie7 with 
a clear advantage - Karpov. 
3 .. .'tWe8 4 l:t.d2 a61 

Preparing ... b7-bS. 

5 .:i.e3 
After 5 cS .i!.b3 6 lOb6 tLJxb6 7 cxb6 as 

White ends up with a bad pawn structure. 
5 ... b5 6 tiJb2lDb6 7 exb5 axb5 

The c-pawn is gone, but the c4-square 
remains weak. 

8 'i!fdl d5 9 a4 
Or 9 exdS lL'ixdS! 10 'ilt'c2 tLJxC3 11 "'xc3 

e4 - Karpov. 

9 ... lDe41 10 �xe4 dxe4 
At first sight this passed pawn doesn't 

seem too powerful, but it will soon be. 

11 a5 .i!.18 12 a6 1613 14 e51 
Fighting against the blockade on C3. The 

game continued 14 ':xd8 'ilJ'xd8 15 "1i'el 
'i'b6 16 fxes fxes 17 �xes :C:xa6 18 l:t.dl, 

and here the simple 18 ... cxb4! 19 'iii'f2 :lie7 
would have been decisive - Karpov. 

Position 323 
J.Hellsten-J.H jartarson 
Malmo 1995 

1 :txe51 
A strong exchange sacrifice that ruins 

the black pawn structure. tn contrast, l lDc4 
or 1 Aeal is met by 1 ... lL'ifd7, followed by 
_.17-f6 and .... �.g6-e8 with a solid game for 
Black. 

1 ... dxe5 
After 1... ..

. 
xcS? 2 .xcS dxcS 3 .l1.:.xes 
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White regains the material with interest. 
2 h41 

Just in time, before Black plays .. .f7-f6. 2 
&4 1Ud7 3 d6?! 1It'c6 is less convincing; e.g. 
4 tUxes? 'i'xd6 or 4 tOas ii'xd6 5 Q\xb7 
lhb7. 
2 ... gxh4 3 �xh4 QJe8 4 "xh6 .:;tb6 5 'i'e3 
IIg6 

The immediate 5 .. .f6 permits 6 &4 Ilbl 
7 g5! :xel+ 8 'Wxel 'iWg7 9 'i'g3 and the e5-

pawn is doomed. 
6 llJC4 f6 7 .:tf2 :l:c8 8 :tall :g7 

Or 8 ... Q\d6 9 llJxd6 �xd6 10 Ilxa7 etc. 

9 11aSI 'i'd7 10 nXCS :b8 
At this point 11 tDd2! was correct, pre· 

venting nbl+ and preparing 12 nas with 
an attack on the a7-pawn. The latter also 
enables a future c4-cS with a huge advan­
tage. 

Position 324 
M.Adams-A.Karpov 
las Palmas 1994 

1 ... IOb81 
Preparing .... �c6 and ... tLld7 in order to 

improve the bishop and step up the pres­
sure on the es-pawn. In contrast, L.tDb4? 

runs into 2 tDd6+! cxd6 3 �xb4 with a clear 
white advantage - Karpov. 
2 1016 

Or 2 llJd4 .1l.c6 3 ti)f6 'i'cS!
' 

preventing 4 
lLlh5. with a more comfortable game. 

2 .... ltc6 3 �e2 llJd71 4lDhS 
After 4 .xd7 ':xd7 Black has a long­

term edge thanks to the weak e5-pawn, so 
White opts to transform the position. The 
sharp 4 lDd4?! .11i'.xg2 5 Ithgl, on the other 

hand, fails to 5 ... lUxeS! 6 tUh5 tag6 - Kar­

pov. 

4 ... �xf3 5 �xf3 �xes 6 'i'e4 c6 7 Axd7 
�xb2+1 

Before being eliminated. the bishop 
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snatches a pawn. 
8 <Ji'xb2 :txd7 

Thanks to a slight material advantage 
and safer king, Black is better. 

Position 325 
D.Godes-B.Kantsler 
Israeli Championship, Jerusalem 
1996 

1 ... IOd71 
Intending 2...tDf6 with pressure on the 

weak d5-pawn. 
2 b4 <'tJf6 3 tfb3 �b7 4 nac1 

Preparing an attack on the backward 
pawn on c7. 
4 •.• \!fd71 

Heading for fS with increased pressure 

on dS. 
5 nc2 ne21 

An annoying move for White since the 
rook isn't easily dislodged from e2, but the 
simple s ... :e7!? was also strong: e.g. 6 .:I.fCl 

'i'f5, when 7 .1:lxC7? fails to 7 ... :l:e2! 8 iLlf3 
.�.xd5 with a clear advantage. 
6 bS 

Securing the a-pawn. 6 'i'C4? at once 

failed to 6 ... 'iha4, while after 6 .�f3 �h3! 

White can't stop 7 ... ��4, since 7 .1l.xe2? 
loses to 7 ... �xdS. 
6 ... axbs 7 axbs 'iiffS 8 'ifc4 :l:e71 

Black confidently defends the a-pawn, 
whereas the one on dS is practically 

doomed. 
9 :al nbe8 10 lDf1 �xdS l1 ..ixdS liJxdS 

Thanks to his extra pawn and more ac­
tive pieces, Black is winning. 

Position 326 
P.Keres-A. Tarnowski 
Helsinki Olympiad 1952 

1 .i:.C41 



White keeps the ds-square under con­
trol. without worrying about the doubled c­
pawns. In contrast, after 1 �xe6? fxe6 the 
doubled e-pawns take the fS and dS 

squares from his knight, while 1 .JtdS?! 

ir..xdS 2 exdS bxC3 3 bxC3 c4! is rather un­
clear. 
1 ... bxc3 2 bXc3 .1if.xC4?1 

2 .. .'tWb7 seems more active, intending 
... l;lad8 and ... d6-dS. 

3 dXc4 
From now on the ... d6·dS break can be 

discarded, and Black is a Iso suffering from a 
backward pawn on d6. 

3 •• .J:e6 4 h41 
Having a firm grip on the centre, White 

startsan attack. 
4 ... lIb8 5 g4 11b3 6 .�.d2 'iIIb1 1 Wd3! 

Preparing a consolidating f2-f3, as well 
as .::tab1 with a fight for the b-fHe. 

1 ... lIg61 
Too optimistic. 7 ... t.e8 was correct, ena­

b ling ... ltb8. 
If3 hS 9 gs f6 10<bf1lfxgS11 hxgs l:e6 

Thanks to his clever 10th move, White 
can now meet 11...lOxgS? with 12 lDM. 
12 l::tdb11 Uxb1+ 13 .::txb1 'iWf7 14 'it'd 5 

Preparing :b7 with a decisive advan-

tage. 

Position 327 
Ci.Milos-U.Andersson 
Szirak Interzonal 1987 

1 .. :iIJ'cll 
Heading for a6 with an attack at the 

weakness on c4. 
2 g41! 

More solid was 2 lOf2, preparing lOdl­
e3. 
2. • .'it'a6 3 i.f4 

Or 3 gs hxgs 4 lOxgs lOh7 with a clear 
edge - Milos. 

Solutions 

3 ... dS! 4 lOf2 dxe4 
Black leaves the c4-pawn for a later oc­

casion and keeps undermining the white 

centre. 
5 fxe4 es! 6 i:.g3 

Or 6 dxeS lOcS, preparing ... lOfd7 -
Milos. 
6 ... UfeI 7 l:fe1 l::te6! 

In Nim20witsch style, provoking d4-dS in 

order to install a knight on cS. 
I nab1 Uael 9 l1e2 -"b7 1ol:r:be1 Uc61 

After tying the white pieces to the de­
fence of the e4-pawn, Black shifts his focus 
to the one on c4. 
11 cS11 

After 11 dS l:d6, followed by ... lbcS and 
... 'i'a6, Black is better - Milos, but now he 
wins a pawn for nothing. 
11 ... bxcS 12 dS l:r:b6 13 h411 'i'c81 14 'i'f3 c41 
15 'it'h1 tZJcS 

Heading for d3 with a clear advantage. 

Position 328 
J.Helisten-COMP Chess Genius 4 
Malm6 1996 

1 li:lc41 
Forcing an exchange on b3, after which 

the a-file will prove useful in a queenside 
attack. In contrast, 1 'it'xb6?! axb6 helps 
Black in a similar way, with ... b6-bS next. 

1 ..... xb3 2 axb3 iLC7 3 iLf41 J.xf4 4 gxf4 
The threat 4 �6 forced Black into an­

other unfavourable doubling of the oppo­
nent's pawns. Now the f4-pawn increases 
White's central control. 

4 ... a6 5 liJfes lOxeS?l 
This third doubling of pawns yields 

White a significant space advantage and 
prospects of a later d4-dS break. A lesser 
evil was s ... l1ab8, followed by ltfd8 and 

dff8-e7. 
6 fxes (::lel 
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Covering the d6-square from the enemy 

knight. 
7 I. 

Here and later 7 e4, preparing d4-dS, 
suggests itself. but facing the machine I 
aimedat slower play. 
7 •.• ltdB B e3 h6 9 );[12 .11.86 10 iLI3 wh711 

The beginning of a strange plan. but 
Black was short of active options. 
11 .::.d2 llh8 12 'it>f2 'it>g8 13 '::'c1 'it>f814lLla5 
':b815 e41 

Preparing d4-dS with a clear advantage. 

Position 329 
l.Hellsten-S.Schneider 
Malmo 1989 

1 .. :1IIe6? 
This leads to a terrible pawn structure. 

Preferable was 1...f6! 2 'iltxc6+ 'it>f7 with a 
rather unclear game. 
2 'itxe6 fxe6 3 iLC11 

Obviously the b2-pawn is more impor­
tant than the one on eS. Now Black has a 

whole collection of weaknesses and his ex­
tra pawn is insignificant. 
3 ... g6 4 0-0 

More logical was 4 'it'e2 keeping the king 
in the centre. 

4. •• .i!.g7 5 ,C,fe1 =c8 
The immediate S .. .'wfr>f7 permits 6 l:td7. so 

Black covers the c7-pawn in advance. 
6 iLe3 a6 7 .JtC5 <l;f7 8 l:d7 .i.f6 9 .:r:ed1 
'::'he8 10 *111 

Rectifying the error on the fourth move, 
with focus on the es-pawn. There followed 
10 ... .i!.gS 11 f3 hS 12 '>te2 ja.f6 13 q"e3 l:b8 
14 .i!.a3! l:tbc8?! 15 'it>e4 gs 16 b3! (prepar­

ing a decisive bishop transfer to as) 
16 .. .'it'g6 17 c4 ",",g7 18 �b4 as 19 ja.C3! cS?! 
20 a4 'it>g6 21 .i!.xas 1:Ia8 22 iLxC7 :a7 23 
ja.b6 and Black resigned. 
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Position 330 
S_Savchenko-S.Zavgorodniy 
lIyichevsk 2006 

1 .\l.b21 
With focus on the enemy kingside. Now 

any capture on 13 will clear the g-filefor the 
attack. less promising was 1 liJxgS?! 'ilt'xgs 

or l lLld2 liJh3!? - Golubev. 
1 ... liJxf3+? 

This just accelerates White's plan Black 
is also suffering after 1 ... .i!.xf3 2 gxf3 

�xf3+? 3 ,.pe2, e.g. 3 ... �gS? 4 h4 or 3 ... liJh4 
4 ·WC3!. Therefore 1...cxb4 2 axb4liJd7! is a 
better try, speeding up his development; 
e.g. 3 h4 lDxf3+ 4 gxf3 ':c8 5 1:[gl eS with 
unclear play. 

2 gxf3 cxb4 
Or 2 ... liJd7 3 1:Igl eS 4 f4! with strong 

pressure abng the al-h8 diagona 1. 

3 '::811 16 
Returning the pawn, since 3 ... g6 runs 

into 4 ja.xe6! fxe6 5 Z[xg6+ '>t-f7 6 l:tg7+ �8 
7 1:1xb7 and wins - Golubev. 
4 ii.xe6+ �h8 5 '::'g31 ..we7 6 'ilt'g61 

This nice blow seals Black's fate. 

6 .•• i.c8 
Obviously both the queen and bishop 

were immune. 

7 !!h3 
In view of 7 ... h6 8 ':xh6+ gxh6 9 'j'xh6+ 

fth7 10 'ilt'xf8+. Black resigned. 

Position 331 
L.Portisch-R.l.Fischer 
Sousse Interzonal 1967 

1 ... 'ilh51 
Preparing ... liJg7-e6-d4 in order to seize 

the centre. 

2 tfe3 
less constructive is 2 'i'b6?! 'fIe7. folbwed 

by ... ,Ua6, when 3 'it'xc6? fails to 3 .... Ii.d7. 



2 ... 'i'a7 3 h41 
Intending <;Ph2 and iLh3 to swap the 

opponent's "good" bishop. 
3 . ..I;)g1 41<h. 16 5 .lI.h3 .hh3 6 ,,"xh3 l1le6 

The alternative was 6 ... hS, ruling out h4· 
hS; e.g. 7 :bdl 1:Iad8 8 Uxd8 1:txd8 9 "lJd2 

"lJe6, followed by ... "lJd4, with some initia­
tive for Black. 
7 hS gxh51 

Accepting the sacrifice in order to gain 

time. 
8 J:hl :tad8 9 Wg2 'i'g7 10 'lifl -'g41 11 
l:th4 

11 "lJh4? fails to 11 ... .:dl+ 12 <Ji'>g2 "lJf4+. 
11 .. :itg6 

With ideas like .... lth6-gS and ... lOd4, 
Black is better. 

Position 332 
Y.Piskov-H.Hermesmann 
Dortmund 1992 

1 11lg31 
Forcing a favourable exchange on g3, 

which will clear the f-file for the rook and 
hamper Black's potential attack. 

1 ... "lJxg3 2 hg31 e4 3 .1i.e2 ldes 4 tDh51 
Preventing 4 .. Jtd7 a nd enabling ideas 

like :Cl·C7 and "lJd4-e6. 

4 ... 'i'e7 5 :el :.i.d7 6 .!Dd4 
6 :C7 seems even stronger, e.g. 6 ... lbd3 7 

'i'd2! with the threat of 8 iLgS. 
6 ... :ae8 

After 6 ... "lJg4 7 .ltxg4 fxg4 8 J:lxf8+ ':xf8 
9 1:1.0! White is much better, but in the 

game too he soon accomplishes the inva­
sion at 0. 
7 :txe8 iLxe8 8 'i'd2 a4 9 ':el.!Dg6 

Intending ... iLes and .. .f5-f4 - Piskov. 
10 lbb51 iLe5 

At this point the game continued 11 :0 
iLd7 12 iLgs (or 12 :;,xb7 f4! 13 gx.f4 �f4 
with counterplay) 12 ... 'ike8 13 ttx:3 b5 and 

Solutions 

Black put up some resistance. However, the 
intermediate 11 iLh6! was very strong; e.g. 

11 ... :d8 12 ':c7 iLd7 13 ':::'xb7 with a sound 
extra pawn. whereas Black hasn't achieved 
.. .15-14. 

Position 333 
V.lvanchuk-M.Krasenkow 
Wijk aan Zee 2003 

1 .... �.d61 
Inviting an exchange on d6, after which 

the doubled d-pawns would prove useful in 

taking the cS and eS squares away from the 
enemy pieces. Other moves, such as 
1...lbf4?!. permit 2 iLxf8 ':xf8 3 �C5 with 
some advantage for White thanks to his 

excellent knight. 
2 iLxd6exd61 3 4Jel 

Now that c5 is no longer available, the 
destiny of this knight has become less evi­
dent. 

3 ..• b4 
limiting the rook on e3. 

413 
Or 4 1:1C2 nf4!? 5 nd3 ne8 with counter­

play. But now 5 nc2 is in the air, which ex­
plains Black's next move. 
4 ... "e71 5 :el as 

Securing the queenside pawns with a 

roughly equal game. There followed 6 "lJe2 
:f7 7 :'C1 'Wb7 8 ltf2 ne8 9 "lJg1 and a 
draw was agreed. 

Position 334 
J.Helisten-R.H.llerod 
Ikaro. 2003 

1 dSI 
Preparing c4-cS and c3-c4 in order to 

clear the long diagonal, even at the cost of a 

pawn. 1 C5?! d5 2 c4 promises less due to 
2 ... �e6!, restricting White's dark-squared 
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bishop, or 1 .Ii!.b2?! �7Je7 2 d5 b6! 3 €ld4 J..d7 

with a similar effect, while 1 ia3 liJe7 2 c5 

dS 3 c6!? b6! 4 c4 .t.e6 leads to rather un­
c1earplay. 
1 ... �e7 2 C51 dXC5 

After 2 ... '1WxC3 3 cxd6 cxd6 4 .'iid2 '1Wf6 S 
liJd4. followed by '1Wb3 and .ItO. White en­

joys excellent compensation. 
3 c4 b6 4 'IId2 till7 5 i.b2 'IIh6 6 11121 

Preparing g2-g4 in order to step up the 
pressure on the enemy ldngside. 
6 ... tild6 7 11<h2 Wl71 

Black wisely tries to escape with his 

king, and he should have stuck to this plan 
on the coming moves. 
8 :th1 a5?1 9 'itC3 'itf6 10 'itC1 'ith6 11 �g1 

�_d7 12 g4 
White has a clear initiative. 

Position 335 
S.Reshevsky-H.Mecking 
Sou sse Interzonal 1967 

1 .i.f21 
Preparing lDd1-e3 in order to exploit the 

blockading square on e3 in a more power­

ful way. 
L..tilf6?1 

Preferable was 1...iLf6 2 €lg2 lDg7 with 
just a slight disadvantage - Trifunovic. 

2 €ldl lLlg8 3 liJe3 'it'f6 4 �.g2 llae8 5 'it'e2 
liJe7 6 g41 

A key advance that gains space and sof­
tens up the pawn on e4. 
6 •.. <O>g8 

Or 6 ... fxg4 7 €lxg4! '1Wxf4 8 'tlt'xe4+! 'tlt'xe4 
9 i.xe4+ wg8 10 i.g3 with a big advantage 
- Trifunovic. 
7 J..g3 Ixg4 8 hxg4 

Now the e4-pawn has become weak, be­
sides which Black has a constant problem 

with the passive knight on a6. 
8 .•• tilg6 9 tilhlS .*.h8 
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Giving up the pawn, since 9 ... �h7? fails 
to 10 g5 hxgs 11 'i'hS+ �g8 12 fxgs - Trl­
funovic. 

10 liJxh6+ �h7 11 lDhf5 
White converted his extra pawn into vic­

tory. 

Position 336 
A.Nimzowitsch-J.R.Capablanca 
New York 1927 

1 ... tilISI 
Fighting against the blockade on d4. 

Also interesting is 1 ... 4Jc6!? in the same 
spirit. 
2 lDxf5+ gxfs 3 'itf3 

After 3 'tlt'xh5? Ilh8 4 'ikf3 11M White has 
a problem with the f4-pawn; e.g. S =tf2 
.Ilhxf4 6 'i'xf4 ttxf4 7 11xf4 'it'xb2+ and the 
queen clearly outshines the rooks. 

3 .. :"g6 4 l:ted2 :e4! 
By this and his next move Black again 

directs all his attention to the d4-square. 
S ltd4llc41 6 '11'12 'lifbS 7 �g3 

After 7 l:.xc4 'i'xC4 8 11d4 'ikb3 Black 
keeps the initiative. 

7 ... :l:cxd4 8 cxd4 
Since 8 l:.xd4? failed. to 8 ... 11e2. White fl­

nally had to give up his blockade. 

8 ... 'itC4 9 'iPg2 b51 
Opening a new front. The ga me con­

cluded 10 �gl b4 11 axb4 axb4 12 �g2 

'ikC1! (zugzwang) 13 ¢>g3 'ikhl 14 J:l:d3 Itel 
15 :f3 lZdl 16 b3 l1Cl 17 lIe3 11ft and 
White resigned. 

Position 33 7 
T.V.Petrosian-V.Simagin 
Moscow 1956 

1 exfSI 
Preparing a blockade on e4. 

1 ... gxfs 



Obviously 1 .. .lhfS just helps White to 
accomplish his plan by 2 lLle4. 

2 g41 
Winning the battle for the e4·square. 

2 ... fxg4 3 tDe4 
The immediate 3 fxg4 looks strong as 

well 

3 ..• il.14 
After 3 ... gxf3 4 ttxf3 1t.f4 S .li:.e3. with 

ideas like ':g1+. White obtains a strong ini­
tiative. 
4 l:.b7 tOe7 S fxg4 ttJe8 6 gs 

Clearing the dl-hS diagonal for the 

queen with excellent attacking prospects. 

Position 338 
S.Gligoric-V.Smyslov 
Yugoslavia· USSR match, Kiev 19S9 

1 ... e41 
Preparing ... lLlc6-e7-dS with a blockade. 

Weaker is 1...l:t.ac8?! 2 c4!. preventing this 
idea. 
2 �C2 tOe61 3 g4 

Or 3 ttcd1 liJe7 4 �C1 li:ldS 5 �a3 -.tc6! 
with the strong threat of 6 ... lLle3. 

3 .•. tDe7 4 'i1th2 'ilt'c6 s lLlg3 bS 
setting the pawn majority into motion. 

6 a4 a6 7 l:.b1 l:t.ab8 8 1t.d2 bxa4 
8 .... �a8 was a good alternative. keeping 

the option of a ... bS-b4 breakthrough. 
9 na1 1t.a8 10 :ii.xa4 'ti'e7 11 l:t.a2 :tb6 12 
gxfs exf5 13 .ie1 �dS 14 lLle2 as 15 .i.e2 
l[b31 

An appealing exchange sacrifice that 
creates two connected passed pawns and 
further strengthens Black's light square 
control The game continued 16 .:i.xb3 cxb3 
17 tta4 �f8 18 .:i.b2 tDe3!. preparing ... llk4. 

with a clear initiative, now that 19 'ilJ'xe3? 
fails to 19 ... 'it'c6. 

Position 339 
l.Hellslen-L.Dworakowski 
Hallsberg 1993 

1 eSl 

Solutions 

sacrificing a pawn to install a blockade 
on e4 with the knight, which will enhance a 

future attack. 1 fS?! was less promising due 
to 1...'1i'd4. preparing ... d6-dS. 

1 ... dxes 2 li:le4 
Another move order is 2 fS 'ilfM 3 tDe4. 

, ... 'iWh4 
Or L'it'e6 3 fS! gxfs 4 lLlgS! with a 

strong attack. 

3 151 tiles 4 lIg4 'iWh6 5 '111,1 
Activating the queen and covering the 

knight on e3. 

s ... tOxe4?1 
This just accelerates White's attack, but 

after S�.lLx:I3 6 'i'd2 ttd8 7 lLlgs Black was 
also under pressure. 

6 ltxe4 .i.e8 7 lLlg4 ..-f8 8 tDf61 
Now the attack is irresistible. 

8 ... il.xf5 9 l1h4 �g7 10 tilxh7 'iWg8 11 g4 g5 
12 tilxg5 .I1<g6 13 11116+ �18 14 lIh8 

Black resigned. 

Position 340 
Y .Balashov-M. Taimanov 
Moscow 1986 

1 ... gSI 
sacrificing a pawn in order to establish a 

powerful dark square blockade. 

2 fxgs 
Or 2 g3 gxf4 3 gxf4 ,�h6 4 l!:ie2 ':g8 with 

counterplay. 

2 ... lLles 
Black immediately seizes the blocking 

square and creates the threat of 3 ... lLlc4. 

The immediate 2 ... h6!? was also interesting. 
3 il.d4 h61 

Exploiting tactical motifs a long the 
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cl-h6 diagonal. 
4 861 

The only way to keep the ba lance - Tai­
manov. 
4 .. .fxg6 5 �g4 ¢>e7 6 .ltxes 

Swapping the blockader before Black 

goes 6 ... 1l..g7. 
6 ... dxes 7 11hd1 ne71 S tld6 ..IteS 

With the plan of ... h6-hS and ... �h6(+). 

Thanks to his bishop pair and dark square 

control. Black is slightly better. 

Position 341 
D.Bunzmann-J.Hodgson 
German League 1999 

1 ... e51 
Black has assessed that the ds-pawn can 

be safely blocked on d6, after which the 

pawn itself will restrict several of the white 
pieces. less promising was 1 ... cxdS?! 2 
.l:.adl, followed by 3 lOxdS or even 3 LDf4, 
after which White's activity compensates 

for the bishop pair. 
2 .::tad1 �d6 3 LDb5 a61 

Securing future playwith ... b7-bS. 

4 LDxd6 'ilixd6 5 a4 b516 0e3 
Obviously 6 axbS axbs 7 "xbS? failed to 

7 ... �.a6. 

6 ... �d7 7 'iliC2 
This time the attempt to grab a pawn by 

7 axbs axbs 8 LDxbS? backfires after 
8 ... Wo8!. 
7 ... nfe8 8 axbS axbs 9 l:tal :txal 10 :'xa1 
'i6'e511 rtd1 b4112 �)a2 'il6'e2 

Attacking the weak b2-pawn with a 
strong initiative. 

Position 342 
A.Konstantinopolsky-A.KotoY 
Baku 1946 

1 ...... e71 
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Provoking the e4-eS advance in order to 
install a blockade on dS. 
2 e5 lOd5 3 iid2 h41 

The simplest choice, creating a new 

weakness. In contrast, the game continued 
3 .. :ii'a3 4 ,an f6 5 '1Ii'xhS 'ii'xa2 6 Ilefl '1!Vxb3 
7 'ii'g6 with some complications. 

4 :f2 J:l:g6 5 :ef1 hxg3 6 hxg3 'it'e61 
Preparing ... :e7 with a more efficient 

defence of the f7-pawn. 
7 �g2 tle7 8 :th1 'tItg4! 

Parrying the threat of 9 'iii'hS. Thanks to 
his strong knight and. the weak pawns on 
d4 and. g3, Black has a more comfortable 

game. 

Position 343 
A.Karpov-M.Taimanov 
USSR Spartakiad, Moscow 1983 

1 iixf51 
Preparing a blockade by LDf3 and iLd4, 

even at the cost of a pawn. l LDf3?! was less 
precise due to 1 ... d4! 2 i.xfS iLxf3! 3 'ii'xf3 
exfS with a slight black edge - Karpov. 

1 ... exfS 
After 1 ... gxfS?! 2 :0 the black king is 

under a cloud. 
2 0f31 tlxe2 3 Siid4 'tIte6 

The e6-square must be kept under con­
trol. e.g. 3 ... 'ii'xb3? 4 'ill'h4! with a far im­
proved version of the game, or 3 ..... c7? 4 
�gs h6 S e6! with a strong attack. 

4 'iIIh41 
Not just threatening a rook, but also 

enabling the tactical idea of 5 e6 fxe6 6 
1i'16. 

4 .. ':e8 5 e61 fxe6 
The other captures failed to 6 �gS. Now 

6 'i'f6? runs into 6 ... es!' but White has a 
stronger option. 
6 LDe5 "'e7 7 lDxg61 i.g7 8 �eS 

By now the powerful dark square block-



ade and the exposed black king outweigh 

the pawn. 
S ... 'i'e7 9 "'g3 l:.ecS 10 l:.fe1 :SC7 11 �f3 
�h8 

At this point, simplest was 12 'i'xg7+! 

'i'xg7 13 :'xe6 'i'xd4 14 4Jxd4 nd2 15 nee 1 
nxdI 16 11xdl, keeping the blockade with a 
clear advantage - Karpov. 

Position 344 
J.H.Donner-M. Tal 
Bled 1961 

1 ... e41 
By advancing the e-pawn before it is 

blocked by 4Jo-e4, Black frees the al-h8 
diagonal and the e-file for an attack on the 
white king. 
2 liJxe4 

2 �xe4? loses outright to 2_.:te8!, while 

after 2 'ii'xe4 'i'f6! 3 4Jdl 13, followed by 
4 ... 'i'al, Black obtains a strong initiative -
Tal. 
2 .. ..t.d4+ 3 �1 

Or 3 <;fo>h2 �6+ 4 £,l,h3 f3! 5 "'11 tkh7 

with strong pressure. 
3 •• .131 

In the same spirit as two moves ago. be­
fore White arranges a blockade by £,l.g2-f3. 

4 �d3 '.!hg4 
Thanks to the double: threat at f3 and 

gl, Black wins material. 

5 4Jf6+ 1:txf6 6 "ea+ *h7 7 "'e7+ 'itg71 a 
'ibg7+�xg7 

Tal later converted his extra exchange 

into victory. 

Position 345 
Xu Jun�A.Ambarcumjan 
China-CIS match. Beijing 1991 

1 ... ..*.xg21 
Sacrificing the exchange to install a 

Solutions 

blockade on d5. In contrast, 1 . .. :'dd8? 2 d5! 
yields White a dangerous initiative - Ribli. 
2 �xd7 'ii'xd7 3 wxg2 �xC4 4 �.a1 

The radical 4 d5?! exd5 5 �xd5 �xd5 6 
'ii'e4 fails to 6 ... nc5! and Black keeps the 

extra material. 
•.. .IildS 5 ttlxdsl 

Immediately fighting against the enemy 
blockade. 
5 .. :.!hd5+ 6 "f3 b51 7 'ii"xd5 exd5 

Now the minimal material deficit is 
compensated by White's passive bishop 
and the potential passed pawn on the b­
file. 
a .itC3 b4 9 .ite1 as 10 h4 h5 1111b1 :bal 12 
:d3 a41 

Prophylaxis against 13 a3, which can 
now be met by 13 ... b3. The game concluded 
13 Wh3 £,l.d6 14 g4 hxg4+ 15 'iPxg4 �a3 16 
nb2 �C4 17 I:I:bl with a draw. 

Position 346 
D.Slavov-B.Chatalbashev 
Bulgarian Team Championship 2003 

1 c51 
Finishing off Black's idea of ... �d7·C5 

with a blockade. In contrast, the game saw 
1 h3? it.xf3 2 .itxf3 �d7 3 �dl �C5 with a 
typical "good knight vs. bad bishop" sce­
nario. 

L .. bxc5 
White is also better after 1...lDd7 2 cxb6 

cxb6 3 it.b5! or 2 ... �xb6 3 :tcl. 
2 :C1�d7 

Or 2 ... £t..xf3 3 lIxf3! ' keeping the .i.e2-b5 
resource. 
3 ibSI 

Thus White recovers the pawn and also 
gets rid of his "bad" bishop. 
3 .. ':e7 4 �.xd7 �xd7 5 .:lxc5 

Preparing �d2-C4 with some advantage 
thanks to the superior pawn structure. 
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Position 347 
N.Short-Ni Hua 
Beijing (rapid) 2003 

1 ... e41 
A strong pawn sacrifice, which creates a 

passed pawn on the f-file and enables a 
blockade on eS. 
2 fxe4 f4 3 tt:'!e2 

Or 3 .�e2 tt:'!e5 with a huge advantage. 
3 ... 131 4 ild2 1<\e5 

More precise was 4 .. .f2! first, e.g. 5 'i'e3 
tLle5 6 gs '1It'f3+ 7 'i'xf3 :xf3 with a clear 
advantage - Ni Hua. 
5 g5 ilg6 61<\gl "'g4 7 .ll.b1 1!171 

Preparing 8 ... :l:f8, followed by ... f3-f2. 
8 cS bxcS 9 bxcS dxcS 10 h3 

Or 10 :xcs 1:I.af8 11 l:I:f2 .lid7! with ideas 
like ... tt:'!g4 and ... :f4-

10 ... :af81 
With the strong threat of 11 .. .f2. 

11 1:1.f2 tfhS 12 "'C3 iLxh3 13 tt:'!xh3 tLlg41 
Decisive. There followed 14 1:1.h2 ttJxh2 15 

Wxh2 f2 16 iLd3 :f3! and Black soon won. 

Position 348 
J.H.Donner-M. Tal 
Zurich 1959 

1 ... ilb61 
In order to undermine the enemy block­

ade by 2 .. :i'b4. 
2 :abl 

White has to spend a tempo defending 
the b2-pawn, since 2 as 'i'xb2 3 eS dxe5 4 

�abl 'ilt'a3 or 4 .u.fb1 'i'd2 isn't satisfactory 
for him. 
2 ... ilb4 3 ill1 

After 3 'ilt'xb4?! cxb4 the black knight en­
ters on cS with great effect. 
3 ... c41 

After breaking the white blockade, Black 
is able to move his queenside majority for-
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ward. 
4 1:1.e2 bS 5 axbs axbs 6 ..t;>hl JiLxC3 

Not 6 ... tLlC5?! 7 eS with unnecessary 

counterplay. 
7 bXc3 "'xC3 8 ':xbS? 

For better or worse, the active 8 eS had 
to be tried. 
8 ... ild31 

Suddenly the c-pawn has turned into a 
major factor. 
9 'i'el c3 10 nbl lbcS 

With the double threat of 11...l:!.xe4 and 

11...c2 12 1:I.cl lfJb3. White resigned. 

Position 349 
T. V .Petrosia n-S.Ciligoric 
Varna Olympiad 1962 

l l:tell 
Faced with the threat of ... eS-e4, White 

gives up the exchange in order to establish 
a blockade on e4. Instead. 1 .lidl?! e4 led to 
a strong black initiative, while after 1 l:I:e2?! 
.�d3 2 tt:'!e4 tt:'!xe4 3 'i'xd3 t"bg3+! Black wins 

material anyway, since 4 hxg3? fxg3 5 Ite4 
'1It'h5+! leads to mate. 
, ... l<\d3 

Or 1...J:.e8 2 .A.e4 a nd White achieves his 
blockade. 

2 l:tfe2 tLlxel 3 'itxel 
Black has won the exchange, but his 

rooks aren't very useful. 

3 ... l::.e8 4 cS l:tff8 5 tLle41 
Completing the blockade initiated four 

moves ago. By now neither side can make 

progress without taking considerable risks, 
so a draw was agreed. 

Position 350 
S.Savchenko-A.lljushin 
Linares 1998 

I g31 



In order to keep the kingside blocked be­
fore getting on with the attack on the op­
posite flank. In contrast, the straightfor­
ward 1 bxc6 .iLxc6 2 .liLb5?! permits 2 .. .f4!, 

intending ... �fS as well as .. o9S-g4 with 
counterplay. 

1 ••• l:tg7 
Thanks to White's clever first move, he 

can now meet 1.,.g4 with 2 f4! and 1 .. .f4 
with 2 g4!. 

2 bxe6 i.xe6 3 i.b51 
Removing the main defender of Black's 

queenside. With play just on "his" flank. 
White is strategically winning. 
3 ... lDf7 4 i.xe6 bxe6 5 'Wb2 lLldS 6 ttbSI 
:lxbS 7 'ii'xbS 'i'eS S 'tIteS 

Ma king room for the rook There fol­
lowed: 
S .. JZd7 9 a4 �f7 10 as tie7 11 l:I.bS t4 12 
g41 h6 13 a6 'iii'eS 14 �a21 �fS 15 �b4 'it'g6 
16 'ii'xd7 

With the white king escaping to h3, 
Black resigned. 

Position 351 
I.Radulov-R.Bandal 
lugano Olympiad 1968 

1 eS! 
Seiling the initiative before Black castles 

away from the centre, 
1 ... dxes 

Or 1 ... 'i'xes 2 tt'xes dxeS 3 i.xf7+! q;.xf7 
4 :lxd7 with a clear edge in the endgame, 
2 lL'.e4! 'W'e6 

Obviously 2.,.'i!t'f4? fails to 3 1i'xf4 exf4 4 
�f6+. 
3 �es iLts 4 'itxes 0-0 

After 4 .. .f6? 5 'it'e3 the black king has 
nowhere to go, 

S tixe7 :laeS 6 i.dsl 
A final detail, that produces a clearly su­

perior endgame, 

Solutions 

6 ... Axe7 7 :i(.xe6 bxe6 S Ahe1 11feSl 
The last chance was B ... l:I.xe1 9 ttxe1 

.�e6!? - Milk. 
g lbe7 l:1.xe7 10 l:I.d8+ <t>g7 11 ¢'d2 ltes 12 
b41 

Now the a6-pawn is doomed. 
12 ... aS 13 f4 

In view of 13 ... :le7 14 bxas, Black re­
signed. 

Position 352 
l. Porti sch -R.Hu bne r 
Montrea I 1979 

1 'ita71 
Initiating an attack on b7 before Black 

manages to castle and connect his rooks. 

1 ... .i.e7 
After 1 ... ..tc5? 2 J.xcS 'it'xcS 3 'it'xb7 

White wins a healthy pawn. 
2 %lel! 'it'd7 3 lZxe8+ 'ii'xeS 4 ':el 'i"d7 

The desired .. ,0-0 is just one move away; 
however ... 
S 'it'aS+I .f;(.d8 6 lteS 'it'f7 

After 6 ... 0-0? 7 .�cS! neB B .�b6 White 
wins material. 

7 Jl.b61 
7 ':b8 q;.g6 is less convincing - Gligoric. 

7 .... �xb6 S ':xhS 'it'g6 
Or B ... .txf2+ 9 'it'g2! with 10 'it'gB(+) next 

- Gligoric. 

9 tieS+! 'i"xe810 IlxeS 
With a winning endgame. 

Position 353 
V.Alatortsev-I.Boleslavsky 
USSR Championship. Moscow 1950 

l ... 'IIgsl 
Attacking White at his most vulnerable 

point, g2, 

2 g3 
After 2 O-O? i.h3 Black wins material. 
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2 ... l:tae8 3 0-0 iLh31 4 f4 
The rook couldn't move. e.g. 4 l:tfel? 

Itxf2! 5 �xf2 'ii'e3 mate - Bondarevsky. 
4 ... iLxfll 

A strong sacrifice that will leave the en­

emy king in trouble on the light squares. 
4 ... 'ii'C5+?! 5 %H2 was less convincing. 
5 fxg5 �xe2 6 'i!t'e3 iLg21 

Seizing the long diagonal in order to en­
hance the attack. 
7 1'kd3 $i.13 8 1111 

There was nothing better; e.g. 8 <tf1 
l:I:xh2 9 'i6'd4 C5! 10 'i/hd6 iLc6+ 11 <bel 
l:I:hl+ 12 �d2 ':xa1 13 'i'e6+ ':f7 and Black 
wins. 
8 .. '::'g2+ 9 Whl iLe61 

Preparing a decisive discovered check. 
10 Itxt8+ Wxt8 11 'i!t'fl+ 1:f2+ 

White resigned. 

Position 354 
J. Van der Wiel-N.Short 
Wijk aan Zee 1990 

1 'i!t'xe61 
A strong sacrifice that seizes the initia­

tive for White. In contrast. after 1 tUxes? 
�xe5 2 'ii'xb7 �f3+' 3 ,.ph1 l:I:h4 Black wins 
- Van der Wiel, while 1 'ii'xb7?! .tlg6 also 

yields him a strong attack 
1 ... iLh2+ 2 �xh2 Uxe6 3 l:td71 'i'e8 

Or 3 .. .f4?! 4 11fdl!, heading for d5. 

4 l1xb71ild8 
4 ... 'ii'c8!? was a lesser evil. when 5 n.b6 

keeps the advantage - Van der WieL 5 
Ab6!? was also interesting in the game. 

5 Ua7 l:[e46 Udll 
Sidestepping the trap 6 l:txa6? 'ii'bS and 

bringing the last piece into the game. 
6 ••. lile6 7l1dd7 'lWb8+ 8 $i.d6 'lWbs 9 1ild4' 

Thanks to the pressure on g7 White wins 
material. and the rest is easy. 
9 ... nxd4 10 exd4 
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Preparing 11 iLes. White soon won. 

Position 355 
R.Ovelchkin-N.Efanov 
Nizhnij Tagil 2007 

l e41 
Putting some pressure on Black before 

he castles out of trouble. 
1 .. :"a5 

Preferable seems 1 ... 0-0!? 2 cxdS exd5 3 
exd5 iLf5 4 'ii'd2 .tlad8 with some compen­
sation. whereas 1...d4?! runs into 2 e5! iLe7 

3 lDe4 with a grip on the dark squares. 
2 exd5 exd5 3 exd5 iLxe3 

Or 3 ... cxd5? 4 iLb5+!, harassing the black 

king. 
4 bxe3 

The intermediate 4 'ii'e4+! was also 
strong. 
4 ... exds 5 e41 iLe6 

If 5 ... 0-0, then 6 cxd5 iLf5 7 'ii'b3 with an 
extra pawn. 
6 nabll 

Creating new threats with every move. 
6 ... tke7 7 tka4+' 'i!t'e6 

Or 7 ... iLd7 8 'ii'a3. preventing ... 0-0. 
8 'i!t'a3 dxe4 9 lDd41 tkd7 10 lDxe6 lOxe6 11 
iLxe4 <tIt7 

At the same time Black resigned. 12 
'i'f3+ is one of various winning options. 

Position 356 
lLautier-A.Karpov 
Linares 1995 

1 ... bxeSI 
Sacrificing the exchange in the fight for 

the initiative. 1...l:tc6 2 iLb5 is less forceful. 
2 iLxe7 'i'xe7 3 'ife3 

3 dxc5? failed to 3 ... 'i'a5+, while after 3 
a-a? Itb8 4 'jj'o 'ii'b6 5 iLd3 e5!? Black ob­

tains a strong initiative. 



3 ... eSI 
Clearing the centre before White castles 

away from the e-file. 

4 il.d3 
After 4 O-O? exd4 S lL\xd4 ""6 Black 

wins a piece, while 4 dxeS d4, followed by 
... lUxes, or 4 dxcS d4, followed by ... lUxcS. 

also favours him. 
4 __ .exd4 5 ti:Jxd4 neB+1 6 ¢>I1 

Or 6 {.De2 d4 7 "'C2 <'Des. with threats 
like 8 ... C4 and 8 ... lLlxd3+ 9 1Ifxd3 l:te3. 
6 .• :lIb6 1 I1lfS d4 8 'IId2 11l.S 

With ideas like ... cS-c4 and ... jl;:.b7-a6 
Black keeps a strong initiative. The game 

continued 9 llel l:te6 10 .i.bl .�.b7 11 ¢>f2 
d3! 12 nhfl c4+ 13 1o>g3 .hS+! 14 ¢>h3 
lUg6! and the exposure of White's king soon 
took its toll. 

Position 357 
J.Hell sten·G.D.I. klis 
Agios Kirykos 2004 

1 f41 
Seizing the initiative without worrying 

about a weak square on eS. 1 jl;:.e3?! jl;:.gs 
was less ambitious. 

1 ... exf4 2 .i.xf4 b6 3 lUc4 tLld1 4 eSI 
Just in time, before Black installs a 

knight on eS. 
4. .. .II.gSll 

Not 4 ... lLlxes? 5 l:tael! lLlxC4 6 jl;:.xC4 with 
decisive threats; but 4 .... "-.g7. keeping an eye 

on eS, was safer, when 5 l:tael keeps the 
initiative. 
S .i.h2l llfB 6 'i'e4 c5 1 t()d6 

Creating the threat of 8 lL\xf7 llxf7 9 
.i.c4. 
7 ... f5 8 exf6l? 

Transposing to a superior endgame, 
though B 'i'C4+ followed by 9 e6 was also 
strong. 
8 .. :i'xe4 9 tLlxe4 �e3+ 10 o;iohl tzJhxf6 

Or 10 ... tzJdxf6 11 �es!. 
11 jl;:.C4+ <t>h7? 

Solutions 

A lesser evil was 11 ... Q;g7 12 lLlxf6 t{Jxf6 
13 l:tael 'uaeB 14 jl;:.d6 l:t.hB with some 
drawing chances. Thus the correct move 
order for White was 11 lL\xf6+! lL\xf6 12 
.i.d6, ruling out ... nfB-hB. 
12 1ilxf6+ I1lxf6 

Or lL.nxf6 13 �.fe1! ='eB 14 jl;:.bS l::tf7 15 
Itadl etc. 

13 .11.d6 
Faced with material losses. Black re­

signed. 

Position 358 
J.Hellsten·R.Sergejev 
Hinnerup 1993 

1 1i:ld51 
Sacrificing a pawn in order to clear the 

light squares for the d3-bishop. 1 ':af1?! 
""4! is less convincing. 

1 ... Jl.xd5 2 exds l:t.ac8 
After 2 .. :ihdS 3 c4! ·iIt'as 4 .i.e4 followed 

by .�,dS, Black comes under pressure, but 
2 ... g6!? was a more solid choice, when 3 

jl;:.e4 preparing h4-hS keeps some initiative. 
3 b41 'IIxdS 

Or 3 ...... d8 4 l:.ah .i.gs S l::tfS .i.h4 6 'ii'f4, 
keeping up the pressure. 

4 c4 'i!t'c6 5 .i.e4 'i'C7 
After S ..... hc4? 6 jl;:.xes dxeS 7 jl;:.xh7+ 

'it;>xh7 8 ItxC4 :.xc4 9 'ii'd3+ White wins. 
6 l:af11 

The last piece joins the attack, thus en­
hancing a future jl;:.dS. 
6 ... f6 7 �f5 l:t.b8 8 l:h4 g6 9 JJ.xe51 fxe5 

If 9_.dxes, then 10 �.xg6 .i.cS+ 11 bxcS 
hxg6 12 "'xg6+ 'i'g7 13 '1i'fS and wins. 
10 1:txh71 l:tf6 11 l:th6 'iit'xC4 12 ':xg6+ 'it;>f8 
13 'Il'gs 

White soon won. 
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Position 359 
B.Gulko-A.Karpov 
Reykjavik 1991 

1 .•. bSI 
Initiating an attack on the queenside. 

which indirectly threatens the safety of the 
white king. 
2 axbs 

Or 2 cxbs axbs 3 as cS! with a clear edge 
- Karpov. 

2 ... axbs 3 cxbS .iLb61 
The immediate 3 ... il.xbs?! permits 4 

:tas! c6 5 Uhal with an annoying pin. 
4 lthdl .�xbS S '>ifel nfeS 

Enabling a future knight manoeuvre via 

f8. 
6 :;txaS UxaB 7 nal :dS! 

Keeping the rook in order to enhance a 
future attack. 

8 �d2 
Or 8 lbg3 g6!?, intending ... d6-dS - Kar­

pov. 
S'Nc6 9 ¢'c2 lbfSI I0 lbg3?1 

White should have restricted the enemy 

knight by 10 fs. although Black maintains 
the initiative after 10 ... dS. 

lo. •• lLle61 l1 llJfS 1!fC1 
With the idea of ... c6-cs. There followed 

12 fxes dxeS 13 iLfl cS 14 bxcS "xcS and 
the white king proved fatally exposed. 

Position 360 
N.Grandelius-V.Nithander 
Swedish Championship. Vaxjii 2008 

l l:.ell 
Activating the last piece, without worry­

ing about the doubled f-pawns. 

1 ... llJxf3+ 
After 1...'i'g4? 2 1hes! il.xes 3 h3 "hS 4 

Ct)xc8 l:axc8 5 g4! 'i'xh3 6 lbxes White is 
winning. 
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2 gXf31!fd4 3 dXc7 
Thanks to his strong first move White 

now possesses a powerful passed pawn. 

3 ..• 11.h3 4 -".dSI 
Vacating the c4-square for the rook. 

4 ... llJe6 S :l:C41 'i'xb2 6 jj.xe6 
This and the next move eliminate 

Black's more active pieces and weaken his 

defence of the crucial c8-square. 
6 .... �.xe6 7 l':txe61 fxe6 S 1!fxd31 

Removing the annoying pawn on d3 and 

enabling a future attack with UM. 
S ... JJ.f6 9 �.xf6+ ilrxf6 10 cs1!f .u.axc8 11 
llJxcs lids 121!fC31 

The exchange of queens will facilitate 
realizing the material advantage. There 
foliowed 12 ... es 13 lbxa7 hs 14 f4! IIdS 15 
fxes l:xes 16 :.cs! llgS+ 11 �1 1WxC3 18 

:.xc3 and White won. 

Position 361 
l.ljubojevic-S.Gligoric 
Match (game 3). Belgrade 1979 

1 ... lilhSl 
Preparing ... lbf4 and .. .f7-fS with a king­

side initiative. 
2 .iLe2 lDf4 3 0-0 fSI 4 eS?1 

Now the black pawns acquire unex­
pected mobility. A lesser evil was 4 exfS 

UxfS. when Black maintains pressure - GIi­
goric. 

4 ... d61 S exd6 .�xd6 6 ¢'h1 est 
A strong advance that will soften up the 

h1-a8 diagonal for the bishop. In contrast, 
6 ..... xe2 7 tDxe2 �.xh2? failed to 8 f4. 
7 JJ.g1 e41 8 fxe4 lDxe2 

At the precise moment to secure the 

control of the long diagonal. 
9 tLlxe2 .i.xe4 10 llJcd4 Uf61 

The white king is starting to feel uneasy. 
l1 llJf3 Uh6 12 h31!fb7 13 llJed4 gsl 

Black has a strong attack. There followed 



14 �e3 f4 15 tLJb5 �f8 16 .i.xC5 �xC5 17 b4 
g4! 18 bXc5 gxf3 19 <;.f.;>h2 'Wg7! 20 'llff2 fxg2 
21 l:tfe1 'Io'g4! and White resigned. 

Position 362 
E.Geller-K.Lerner 
USSR Championship, Minsk 1979 

lee11 
Preparing liJd3 and f2-f4 in order to at­

tack Black's centre and, indirectly, his king. 
1 �h3?! <;.f.;>C7 is less powerful 
1 ... q;e7 2 lLld3 lillJ6 

Or 2 ... b6 3 f4 Jib7 4 �h3 1:Id8 5 �a3!
' 

heading for e7 with strong pressure. 
3 f41 tOf7 41:.hfl ext4 

If 4 ... l:te8. then 5 f5 g5 6 �f3!. intending 
7 �h5 - Geller. 

S gxf4 l1eS 6 1lde1 �IS 7 IOdli 
The knight retreats so that the bishop on 

b2 enhances a future e4-e5 or f4·f5 ad­
vance. 

7 ... il.d7 S l!Ibl lladS 9 �e3 IOd6? 
9 ... �c8 was a lesser evil - Geller. 

10 eSI fxes 11 fxes 8fS 12 lbe4 lbe6 13 
il.h31 

Fighting for the d6-square. 
13 ... :tg8 14 lUd6 lUed4 15 �xd4 (iJxd4 16 
1117 

With threats like 17 It'lC5 and 17 i.xd7 

nxd7 18 e6. White is winning. 

Position 363 
J.Hellsten-5.Brynell 
Swedish Championship, Gothenburg 
2006 

1 1Oh31 
Intending It'lg5-e6 wTth pressure on 

Black's kingside. 
1 ... ti'e7 

Both 1 .. .fxg4?! 2 It'lg5 and 1 ... h6?! 2 g5 
hxg5 3 fxg5 �g7 4 liJe2, followed by lDef4. 

yield White a clear initiative. 
2 lOgs il.xgs 3 IxgsWgS 

Solutions 

Or 3 ... lLJe5 4 liJe2, intending tLJf4-e6; e.g. 
4 ... b5 5 liJf4 bxc4 6 tLJe6 ftJdf7 7 bXc4! with 
interesting compensation for the piece. 
4 gxtSI ""'xgS+ 

After 4 ... gxf5 5 'lth1 -8e5 6 �e2 the can· 

trol of the long diagonal implies a long· 

term plus. 
5 '.irh1 lIae8 

Not 5 ... 1:Ixf5? 6 tiJxe4 11xfl+ 7 l::!.xfl �xd5 
8 11tC3 etc 

6 fxg6 hxg6 7 1:Ig1 ""'h6 8 ':g2 <;Ph7 9 :ag1 
1I13? 

A tactical slip in time trouble. After 
9 ... J:g8 10 "iff2!? both 10 ... ll:ef8 11 �g3 and 

10.��5 11 '*f6 let White keep the initia­
tive. but nothing more. 
10 ':xg6 �xg6 11 :xg6 'it;xg6 12 'itg2+"iWS 
13 lUxe41 

In view of 13 ... "iPxe4 14 '*g4+ '�xe3 15 
�.C1+ <t>f2 16 �g1 mate. Black resigned. 

Position 364 
S.Volkov-G.Tunik 
Russian Championship, 
Krasnodar 2002 

1 ... b61 
A pawn sacrifice to create some activity 

before White consolidates. L:0.a6?! 2 .�e3 

is less promising. 
2 cxb6 "xb6 3 lLJd4 

After 3 .i.e2?! �a6 the white king be­
comes exposed. 

3 ... 8xd4 4 'itxd4 
If 4 cxd4. then 4 .. �.a6 5 'itcs '*b7! with 

compensation - Tunik. 

4 ... 'ite61 5 'We4 
Or 5 �3 i.a6! 6 �xa6 8xa6 7 0-0 Itfd8 

8 '�e3 8c5. attacking e4 while threatening 
both ... 8b3 and ... :d3. 
S ... .t.b7 
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Black finally accepts the queen ex­
change, aware that he will soon be able to 
create new threats. 

6 'i'xc6 .!.txc6 7 .!.td3 lbd8 8 .Jic2lUbS 9 0-01 
In ... iew of 9 iLb2?! lbd6 or 9 iLa4? lDxc3!. 

intending 10 iLxc6l:tdl+. White returns the 
pawn. There followed 9 ... lDxC3 10 tel �a4! 

11 �xa4 ti.:lxa4 12 iLe3 .:td7 13 llecl �b8! 

14 l:k4 llb3 15 :if2 lik3 with equality. 

Position 365 
A.Vermolinsky-J.Manion 
Chicago 1995 

1.I 1.h611 
A strong blow that prepares �acl with 

new threats and destroys Black's kingside 
before he castles into safety. 
1, .. 'i'xdS 

1 ... 0-0? fails to 2 llacl gxh6 3 llxC4. fol­

lowed by 4 llxc8 and 5 .... g4+; but Lgxh6 2 
llac1 'it'xdS was a lesser e ... il. when 3 �xc4 
'it'a8 4 :iLdS! 'iWb8 5 'ttxa6 lIxc1 6 11xcl yields 
White a clear ad ... antage thanks to his acti ... e 
bishop and the strong passed pawn on a2. 
2 'll'g41 

More con ... incing than 2 :iLxg7?! llg8. 

2 .. J:cS 3 'i'xg7 �xd3 
White also wins material after 3 ... 1:f8 4 

"xh7. 

4 'ihh8+ 'tt'd7 5 llabll nc7? 
S ... lIbS was the last chance - Yer­

molinsky, when White can keep attacking 

by 6 l:txbS axbs 7 'iWb8 'ilfdS 8 J:bl. 
6 nb8 _g6 7 'i'e8+ 'tt'e6 8 nc81 Ud7 9 llxc4 
'i'xh6 10 -.c8 'it'f8 11 'ii'xa6 1-0 

Position 366 
B.Gelfand-N.Short 
Candidates match (game 2). 
Brussels 1991 

1 ... bSI 

476 

Creating new threats. such as ... lle6 and 
... bS-b4. before White consolidates by �2 
and llhel. Also interesting is 1...lbxg3+!? 2 
hxg3 bS!, ruling outthe 2 :iLes option below 

- Aagaard. 
2 'ii'xbS 

Now on 2 q;.f2?! Black has Llle6! 3 'i'a3 

lDg4+! 4 fXg4 "f6+ 5 q;.g1 lDxg3 6 hxg3 
llae8! with a decisi ... e attack, while after 2 

lbxbS ne6 3 'W'a3 lDxg3 4 hxg3 nb8 5 tZ)c3 
lbg4! White is also under pressure - Short. 
Finally, 2 :iLes!? is well met by 2...b4 3 lLlbS 
ne6 4 '1Ir'a4 g4 with attacking chances - Aa­

gaard. 
2 .. .tbxg3+ 3 hxg3 nb8 4 'it d3 :'xb2 

Now all Black's pieces are acti ... e, and the 
white king remains exposed. 
5 IId2 'll'b6 6 g4 

Again 6 o:;t>f2? runs into 6 ... lDg4+!. in­
tending 7 fxg4 'i'f6+ 8 q;.gl lIe1+ 9 o:;t>h2 
1!i'h6 mate - Short. 
6 ••• 'll'b81 

Preparing to meet 7 q;.f2 by 7 ... lbxg4..- 8 

fxg4 'it·f4+. 
7 1ildl 'll'g3 8 "'f2 11b61 

Preparing .. .llbe6 with a clear initiati ... e. 

Position 367 
A.Shirov-V.Salov 
Sicilian Tournament, 
Buenos Aires 1994 

1. .• "'g31 
Exploiting the pin on the h-file in order 

to achie ... e a fa ... ourable exchange. 

2 fxg3 �xgS+ 3 'tt'bl �f6 
White's attack has been neutralized. 

4 ItC4 �xbS S l:txc] 
Or S 4JxbS 'it'b6 6 .:ttl :iLes!? - Salo .... 

5 ... �xe2 6 [,!)xe2 lIb8 7 c3 .!.td81 8 1I.C4 �b6 
Thanks to his more compact pawn struc­

ture Black is slightly better. 



Position 368 
W.Unzicker-J.H.Donner 
Gothenburg Interzonal 1955 

1 .ll.h61 
Exploiting the motif of a fork on f6 in 

order to swap Black's strong fianchettoed 
bishop. 

1 ... fS 2 .ixg7 'iixgl 3 .C3 .Jib7 4 a41 
To soften up the enemy queens ide. 

4 ••• aS 
Or 4 .. .a6 5 "(41, with the double idea of 

6 d6+ and 6 as. 
5 1iIbS 1iIC7 6 d61 

The further advanced this passed pawn, 

the stronger it becomes 
6 .•. 'IIId8 

Or 6 ... 'i'(6 7 'ilt'xc6 .l1ixc6 8 d7! laad8 9 

n,d6!, intending 9 ... �xd7 10 .:tad1. 
7 -/ldSI 

7 d7 was another good option. but the 
text has the merit of eliminating black 
counterplay. 
7 ... f.xdS 8 nxdS e4 9 l:adl 

The d-pawn is now a giant. The game 

concluded 9 ... �g7 10 d7 ltf6 11 h3 l:.e6 12 
'i!r'C4 ne7 13 l:.d6! ll.a714 'iWC3+ 'iiPg8 15 'i!r'f6! 
Ua8 16 'it'xe7 and Black resigned in view of 
the queen loss. 

Position 369 
F.Gheorghiu-B.Spassky 
Hastings 1965/66 

1 ... �eg41 
Supported by the tactical line 2 hxg4? 

iLlxe4!' followed by a mortal .. .'wth4+, Black 
takes his knight to the ideal e3-square. less 
promising was 1 ... iLld3 2 �xd3 cxd3 3 �el, 
followed by 'i'xd3. or 1 ... lDg6 2 bXc4 bXc4 3 
JlxC4 with unclear play. 

2 'i"ellLie3 3 �)(e3 �xe3 
The departure of White's bishop has left 

Solutions 

him vulnerable on the dark squares. 
4 bXc4 :'c81 

Increasing the pressure on the c-file. In 

contrast, the game continued 4 .... lld4?! S 
%1dl! .JtxC3 6 'wit'xc3 iLlxe4 7 iLlxe4 %1xe4 8 

.Jtd3 with equality. 
S cxbS �d4 6 ':Cl 'i'asI 7 nf3 axbs 

Black has a clear initiative. 

Position 370 
I.Sokolov-V.lvanchuk 
Wijk aan Zee 2006 

1...'1lb41 
By means of a minor tactical resource, 

Black manages to improve his badly placed 
knight. 
, 1iIb3 

After 2 axb4?! cxb4 3 ttJbS? b3+ Black 
wins. 
2 ... �c6 3 0-0 .::tad8 4 �e4 

Or 4 ·7JbS 'ii'b8 S 'ii'e3 %1xdl 6 Itxdll:td8 
and Black is fine; e.g. 7 Abl lld7 8 lLk3 
.JtxC3 9 'Wit'xC3 'fIfd8 with equality - Ivanchuk. 
4 ... h6 S fi'e3 �esl 

After an unusual manoeuvre the knight 

has become a great piece. 
6 lQxes 't!ixes 7 nxd8 ':xd8 8 lDxf6 

The only way of escaping from the pin. 
8 .. :ll6'xe3 9 fxe3 �a6 10 ti::Jg4:c.d2 

Black has the initiative. 

Position 371 
V.Kotronias-E.Van den Doel 
Wijk aan Zee 1995 

I lLide41 
Supported by some minor tactics White 

manages to exploit the dark square weak­
nesses in the enemy camp. 
1 ... 'i!t'e7 

After 1 ... dxe4? 2 iLlxe4 ft'xes 3 lLlf6+ 
White wins the piece back with interest. 

4 7 7  
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:2 tiJf6+ �d8 3 !bee41 
Since 3 ... dxe4 4 'ihe4 leads to a mortal 

pin along the d-file, Black again has to ac­
cept the invasion of the enemy pieces on 

the dark squares. 
3 ... �C7 4 'i'C3 'i'd8? 

The last chance was 4 ... a5 S (DC5 .�.c8 
with a depressing position. 

5 'i'a5+ �b8 6 "'b4+ �C7 7 8C51 .Ill.cs 8 
IUld71 

In view of 8 .. �xd7 9 'i'b7 mate, Black 
resigned. 

Position 372 
S.Gordon-I.Donaldson 
Bermuda 1995 

1 ... b51 
Preparing a little trick that will alter the 

position to Black's favour. 
:2 il.a2?1 

The unappealing 2 i.xd5 exd5 3 li:le2 
was a lesser evil. 

:2 ••• .!Dd41 3 exd4 cxd4 
Recovering the piece with a clear posi­

tional plus. White couldn't avoid this sce­

nario by 3 'i'bl? due to 3 .. .'8xC3 4 bxC3 

8e2+ winning a pawn. 
4ltJe5 dXc3 5 bXc3 'ti'd61 

With a double threat at e5 and a3. 
6 d4 "'xa3 7 .I1i.xd5 �xd5 8 nai 'ti'd6 

Black is winning. 

Position 373 
J.Johansson-R.Astrom 
lulea 2004 

1 . ..tue51 
A strong tactical blow that eliminates 

White's bishop pair and leaves his pawn 
structure in ruins. 

2 dxe5 :::'xci+ 3 "'XCi l:.xd3 
With double threats at f3 and a3. 
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4 'IIeS+ 1I.IS S �g2 'IId41 
An ideal square for the queen, where it 

eyes eS and f2 at the same time. 

6 l:tc1? 
More careful was 6 =:a2, when 6 ... as!? 

followed by ... b4 is one of several tempting 
options. 

6 •.• l[d21 7 1[11 g6 
Preparing ... q;.g7 and ... il.xa3 with a deci­

sive advantage. 

Position 3 74 
L.Pachman-Ci.Barcza 
Saltsjobaden Interzonal 19S2 

1 "lVd41 
Exploiting the fact that 1 ... tDxhl? runs 

into 2 ng6! with mate, White secures a de· 
cent square for his rook. In contrast, 1 l:.h2? 
l:.ad8 yields Black plenty of compensation 
due to the awful rook on h2. 
1 •.• 'IIhS 2l!dS 'IIg6 3 1[e1 

Thanks to his extra pawn and active 
pieces, White is clearly better. There fol­
lowed 3 ... "'.e6 4 .J:.d6 'i'g4 5 .Jtxe6 fxe6 6 
l:d7 lLlh5 7 l:xb7 :ad8 8 l:I.d7 'l$xh4 9 l:dl 
and White soon created a decisive passed 
pawn on the queenside. 

Position 375 
S.Cka k-I.Helisten 
Swedish Championship. 
Gothenburg 2006 

1 .iil.141 
A pawn up, White should be happy to 

swap pieces, especially the active bishop on 
d6. In the game, he instead went for the 
tempting 1 .g5?, overlooking the strong 
reply 1 ... �.d3!. Supported by the line 2 
it'xd3?? �.xh2+ Black considerably improves 

his bishop and repels the enemy attack. 
There followed 2 '1!ff3 h6 3 lLlh3 ne8! 4 



.lhe8+ 'tixe8 5 �e3 (this time 5 'i'xd3?? 
failed to 5 ..... el+ 6 'W'fl �xh2+) 5 .. .'W'e5 6 
tDf4 �e4 7 �5 c4! 8 b4 f!:Jc6 9 a3 .a.d8 with 
a clear black initiative. 

1 •.• Jl.b1 . lIIe3 '>:xf4 3 111xf4 'it'd 3 
The only chance for counterplay. 

4 lilbd. 
Also interesting is 4 c4!?, hanging on to 

the pawn. 

4.� "XC3 S :tac1 'Ilt'b4 6 'i'f5 
With threats on both flanks, White is 

clearly better. 

Position 376 
E.Dervishi-V.Milov 
Bratto 2003 

1 ... tDe5f 
By exploiting the potential pin a long the 

d-file, Black damages the enemy pawn 
structure. L.f!:JC5?! 2 �C2 was less convinc­
ing. 
2 (xes dxe5 3 ltJf3?1 

After 3 tDcb5 exd4 Black is better, but 
the text practically loses a pawn. 
3 ... l:txd3 4 lUxes :dd8 

Now White is unable to sustain all the 
exposed pawns on the fourth rank. 

5 lba4?1 l:!.a8! 6 lLlxb6 �a2 7 f!:lf3 �xe4 
Black is winning. 

Position 377 
S.Sm.gin-C.Hoi 
Copenhagen 1993 

1 :e61 
Supported by a tactical variation, White 

improves his rook and now threatens 2 
lId6. 
1 .. .lbe6 2 fxe6 ttxe6 

Or 2 .. .f5 3 l:el and. the passed pawn de­
cides - Sma gin. 
3 h4 Jl.h6 4 'ii'g61 

Solutions 

The point. Black has no defence against 
the attack along the bl-h7 diagonal. 

4 ... Jl.g1 5 Jl.d3 IPg8 6 1i1h1+ IPI1 1 '>:g6+ 
Black resigned. 

Position 378 
V.Kramnik-M.Adams 
Biel Interzonal 1993 

1 'io'e31 
Withdrawing the queen from the ex­

posed d4-square before taking actions on 
the kingside. lnstead, the game continued 1 

g4? tLlxf4! (less clear is 1...e5 2 (xes dxe5 3 
'i'e3 lOf4 4 g5!?, preparing iLh3) 2 8xf4 e5 

3 'i'f2 exf4 4 ·""xf4 lOes!. Thanks to his small 
combination. Black has managed a strong 
grip on the dark squares, and after S ':0 
'''''C7 6 lDd2 'tie7 7 g5 lIc8 8 :fCl b5!. in­
tending 9 cxb5? lbd3!. he had an easier 
game. 

1 ... e6 
After 1...e5?! 2 fS White takes over on 

the kings ide. 
2 liJC3 liJhf6 

The typical L.d5?! permits 3 cxd5 exdS 

4 e5 with a white edge. After LlUhf6 there 
has arisen a position with chances for both 
sides. 

Position 379 
A.Yusupov-S.Dolmatov 
Frun,e 1979 

1 C51 
Exploiting the fact that 1 ... 'i'xc5? fails to 

2 l[cl followed by lDC7, White creates a pro­
tected square on d6. 

1. .. !Ijc6 2 �C4+ 'itlh7 3 "Wd6! 
Swapping the main defender of the 

black camp. 
3 ... '1It'xd6 4 lOxd6 as 

4 .. £4 was preferable, securing this 

479 



Mastering Chess Strategy 

pawn, when 5 nadl followed byf2-f3 keeps 

pressure. 
5 f31 '1tg6 6 ':adl a4 7 �.b51 

With the strong plan of �xc6 and tLlc4, 
conquering the es-pawn. The game contin­

ued 7 .. .'bf6 S i.xc6 bxc6 9 Qk4 neS 10 lId6+ 
ne6 11 �b6! and Black resigned in ... iew of 
11 ... D.bS 12 l:.dS or 11 ... l1xd6 12 cxd6 nbS 
13 d 7 �.a6 14lLlcS - Moisee .... 

Position 380 
A.Karpov-G.Kasparov 
World Championship (game 17), 
Lyons 1990 

1 .ttc61 
Exploiting the motif of a back rank mate 

in order to seize the open file. 
1 ... �e5 

Indeed, 1 ... !lxc6?1 2 dxc6 'itxc6? runs 

into 3 'i'dS+ �.fS 4 �.h6, while 2 ...... c7 3 
.-d7 is also bad for Black. 
2 i.C31 

Forcing the enemy bishop to lea ... e the 
long diagonal. 2 "'C2 lIxc6 3 dxc6 '-C7 is 
less forceful 

2 ••• .Il.b8 
Both 2 ... :xc6?! 3 dxc6 and 2 ... i.xC3 3 

'I-'xC3 lIxc6 4 "'xc6!? let White keep a dan­
gerous initiati ... e. 
3l!id4 16 4 iI 'SI 

Vacating C3 for the queen. Again Black 

can't take twice on c6 due to the check on 
dB. 
4 ... �d6 5 'tIfC3 l:.e8 6 a3 

With Black ha ... ing been forced into pas­
sivity, White slowly improves his position. 

6 ... Wg7 7 g3 �e5 8 'tIfC5 h5 9 �C71 
Winning the c7-square for the rook. 

9 ... .ital 10 .fl.f4 'ii'd7 11 ':C7 "'d8 12 d6 g5 
13 d7 Af8 14 �.d2 ii.e5 1511b71 

Black resigned in view of 16 .$l.a5 on the 
next mo ... e; e.g. lS ... h4 16 i&.a5! 'ilt'xas 17 
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'ilt'xe7+ �g6 IS 'ii'h7+! �xh7 19 dS'ii+ win­
ning the queen - Karpov. 

Position 381 
Mi. Tseitlin-E. Vasiukov 
Telavi 1982 

1 ... f51 
By means of some minor tactics Black 

manages to advance his pawn majority. 
2 �d5+?1 

Black's point was 2 .$l.xfS? 'ilt'c6! 3 'it'g2 
':fS 4 �g4 nf4! 5 �.hS l1afS with decisive 
gains. In contrast, 2 .�xb7! 'l'xb7 3 l1adl e4 
4 li:ld4 would ha ... e reduced his edge to 
some extent. 
2 ... .:it.xd5 3 cxd5 h61 

Pre ... enting a knight mo ... e to g5. Now 
White has a problem with theds-pawn. 

4 nan "i'f7 5 lIfd1 11ad8 6 a3 e41 
Before taking the pawn Black continues 

his promising kings ide expansion. 

1 1ile1 141 8 iI.d4 
Desperation in a difficult position. 

8 ... �xa3 9 ztc6 lIxd5 
Black soon con ... eTted his material ad­

... antage. 

Position 382 
C.Peptan-M.Vukic 
Ljubljana 1997 

1.JuxC3 2 bXc3 :txC41 
By means of a tactical trick Black man­

ages to exchange pieces, thus neutralizing 

the enemy attack. The attempt to a ... oid this 
by 2 .:xC3? failed to 2 ... lLle4 3 iJ..xe7 lLlxC3. 
3 lDxC4?1 

3 iLxf6 was a lesser e ... il, when 3 .. JI.c7 4 
ii.xe7 'ihe7. followed by .. 1t.fcS, yields Black 
a slight ad ... antage thanks to his superior 

pawn struc-ture. 
3 .. :iidSI 



The point. s ... iLxe2 6 li:'!xdS Ct.'\xdS 

Solutions 

4 .tr.g3 iLa61 5 li:'!xb6 Slack later converted his material ad· 
Or 5 ..Ith6lbh5 6 'i'g4 W'f5!. soon recover- vantage, 

ing the material with interest - Har Zvi. 
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