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Preface 

Sco,tch is an old, established opening which come 
fashla,n as a result of its adoption by Kasparov. It 

offers opportunities for tactical "I""v ... .., with lines such 
as Mieses Variation leading to positions. 

:sco,ten Four Knights is ideally 

the current state of theory of all the major 
Sootch with an emphasis on lines. 

ustrative games demonstrate the for both 
White and and there is complete coverage of variations 
for those who wish to avoid the main lines. If the main are 
thoroughly then the reader will develop a feel for 

ml<1dl4:!game which can arise. It is my belief that 
Scotch will with and 





Historical Introduction 

Soo,tch derived its name from a correspondence game between 
and london, dating from 1826 to That game 

",",n'1'''''''' 1 e4 eS 2 ff3 � 3 c£Jxd4 4 ciJxd4 5 �4 6;::p7 6 
7 � and White went on to win 60 moves. It is 

in an earlier game in that series, london played the 
moves of the but then off into a gam-

as if on d4 it now be known as 
�gll�;h instead Scotch! For those the open-
moves of the 1824 encounter were 1 e4 2 3 d4 exd4 

5 c3 Ybe7 6 0-0 7 c£Jxc3 d6 8 9 b4 �b4 
.Q.xb4 11 12 .Q.b2 with The first 

.,.,... ........ i .....t mention (GOring) been traced 
to the Italian Rio in 1750, and it is from this source 
the london team borrowed the idea In this volume we con-

on 
the Scotch in which White immedi-

popularity Game has wildly over 
the last century or so. Around the end century it was a 
frequent choice despite success of Steinitz's 4 ... Ybh4 at 
time. attention to the Four Knights 
was by on numerous occasions. However. 
eventually this developed a drawish reputation and attention 

to the Ruy lopez. 
i:)C(j,u:;n was then oo::asl.oruwy up to the late 1960s 

it was adopted Savon and Although 
deal of analysis was undertaken at time, interest 

again until the 1980s when it was often as a surprise 
'lATA::I ........... by the Dutch Jan Tlmman. 

current wave of can be to the sen-
satiionJal fourteenth game the Kasparov Karpov 1990 World 
Championship match in The fascinating complications of 

and the romantic nature of the Opening cap
public's and soon it was being played 



10 Historical Intrrxiuction 

around the world. Kasparov has since turned to it on many 0cca-
sions and many other world-class have made im-
portant contributions. At the future 
of the opening looks than ever, even more than 165 
years of tournament competition with Scotch. 



1 Classical Variation: 7 �c4 

One of the main reasons why 

J the �tch has come back into 
rcJfu"an is the spectacul�O \Q1"� --------

Kasparov - Short 
Una:res 1992 

results ��ear1)y.sWhite with 
the 5 .Q.e3 �6 6 c3 CZ:::ge7 7 .Q.c4 
system, which had been n�: 

'(lected for decades in prefereiiEe1 ' t"''''' 
to the more forcing S�. 

The idea 7 .Q.c4 has 
known a long time but it 
was previously thought that 7 
... c£JeS and 8 ... l'b� <: w� a J 

>-Shltable ifeirtedY, l�('. 
to B 

""{w ....... .. J accordlinl! to an analy-
"" ....... u....,.,y in the 191O� 

This view was chall�g� in 
1991 during a lecture at the 
Chess School Iceland. The 
co�U'&i"dts

tof were 
Ul""i.,.Ui:>� at a deep with 
the result that lce�dic 
players enjoyed a i'!fpJie .:. of 
spectacular victories 
and 8roLlSOO 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

e4 
4jf3 
d4 
4Jxd4 
.Q.e3 
c3 
.Q.c4 (J) 

eS 
4Jc6 
exd4 
.Q.cS 
l'bf6 
ci)ge7 

This is the beginning of the 
which has revolutionized 

replLltation of 
White aggressive 
intentions at the earliest oppar

in tunity by pin-pointing n. The 
"'''1-.. major alternative, 7 g3, is exam

' .... ,4ined in the next chapter. 

has given it the "royal" t �of\<'\ 
\:' \<:,'�proval by adopting it in his 

7 0-0 
8 0-0 .Q.b6 

Black has no time to play 8 
in order to have the option 



Classical 7 fJ.c4 

of retreating the bishop to a7: 9 
!lIhl! (9 f4 d6! 10 �h1 .Q.a7> 9 ... 
b5 (9 ... d6? 10 t£jxc6 �m 11 
.Q.xc5 f4;1;;) 10.Q.e2 .Q.b7 
11 f4 ell 12 Jlf3 �6 (Hjartarson 
- Goldin, Philadelphia 1990 13 
�m!.Q.xe3 (13 ... .Q.xm 14 .Q.xc5 
dxc5 15 eS .Q.xf3 16 �±) 14 
4)IS.Q;a4 gl! .Q.eS 16 �b7 
17.Q.e2"';'. 

2 
B 

«} 4Jc2t1 (2) 

retreats in 
to emerge on dS via e3. lhis 
seems the best of an assort
ment of ideas: 

a) 9 � and now: 
a.1) 9 ... d6?! c£)dbS and now 
a.11) 10 ... a.6 11 �d6 �d8 (11 ... 

.Q.xe3! 12 4Jxc8 rtaxc8 13 fxe3co 
l.eko - Huzman, Wijk a.a.n Zee 
1992) e5! �g6 13.Q.xb6 cxb6 14 
�2.Q.e6 15 �b7 rtd7 16 

van der Wiel -
Mondorf 1991. 

a.12) 10 ... .Q.aS 11 b4 a.6 12 bxaS 
a.xbS 13 �b5 nxas 14 
'fhxc3 15 �c1 �5 16 .Q.b6 

.Ha.6 18 !J.c7 � 19 UXOlO+-
van Wiel Sari'ati, Ma.nlla 
011992. 

a.2) 9 ... �d4!? 10 cxd4 d5!? 

11 exdS �d8 12 �hS h6 13 �e1 
.Q.fS 14 tM'J rtd7 15 �ad8 
(Chandler - Short, ...... "6 .... "' .. 
1990 16 4);3 .Q.xd4 17 .Q.xd4 
�4, intending 18 .Q.b5 m! 19 
dxc6 bxm 20 .Q.xc6.Q.g4 21 �4 
�c6 22 �c6 �b4 with un

to 

al) 9 ... �g6 and now: 
altl 10 �c6 bxc6 11 rtel d6 12 

.Q.b7 13 h6 � 
�ad8 15 �1 �e8 16 f3 �6 17 
�h1 � 18 Leko - van 
der Sterren, Netteta.ll992. 

al2) 10 �d2 �d4 11 .Q.xd4 
.Q.xd4 12 cxd4 dS 13 exdS .Q.h3 14 
f4 15 �8 (15 ... 
�dS? 16 c6 17 �5+-) 16 

.Q.b3 .Q.fS 17 4Jb6 18 �b6 
axb6 19 Mainka. - van der 
Sf' ... ,....n Prague 1992. 

b) 9.Q.b3 and now: 
btl 9 ... d6 10 �h1 11 

cxd4 � 12 4);3 .Q.xd4 13 �S 
�S .Q.xd4 �d4 15 �c7 
!XbB 16 � �6 17 �5 �h6 18 

.Q.e6 19 f4± Dolmatov -

"""I.LI�". Wijk a.a.n Zee (10) 1991 
b2) 9 ... � 10 .Q.c2 �4 11 

.Q.c1 dS 12 exdS .Q.xd4 13 cxd4 
.Q.fS 14 15 c£Jb6 
16 �4 .Q.f4 18 d6 
cxd6 19 a4 �e8 20 tM'J � 21 
�dl ad8 22 �g3;1;; J. Polgar 
Granda Zuniga, Madrid 1992. 

d 9 �h1?! �d8 (9 ... �? 10 
d5? 11 12 �h5+-i 

9 .n �d4?! 10 11 .Q.xdS! 
�dS 12 exdS 13 4);3;1;;) 10 
�hS!? h6 11 � dS! 12 exdS 
�d4 13 cxd4 .Q.f5 14 tM'J �6 



15 Slf4 16 
Slf5 18 g4 19 
r!ael; Kasparov 
Tl1burg 1991 

fJ! 
20 

Kamsky, 

4} d6 
10 axb6 
11 gS!? 

A brave approach to force 
White to relinquish his hold on 
the which 
can a black 
knight. A confrontational 
�nnrnA.�h is U . . .  12 � 

Whi� 
spatial maintains a 

vantage. 
12 fS 
13 

�S 
.Q.d7 

This another step 
in the quest to secure d5 for 
the white ....... :6u�"'. 

14 ... g41! 
The risky on the 

kingside is deSlgm!Ci to create 
fli!,ther than 

to build up his 
a direct ap

proach to try and exchange one 
of would have been 

efti:!Cth'e: 14 ... b3 

hS 
\lih8 
.Q.c6 

y,1: l",;>(�IO 
is on the verge 

with the in-
20 

and f6 

3 
W 

Classical Var'latJ'on: 13 

oVeJ�tn�tchled black 

19 .Q.xg4 
A saaifice to open 

up a route to king, 
to 

This is position that 
Kasparov had judged in his 
favour on move 19. Another 
piece is for the 
sake of the which can 
only now be cut short by giving 
up queen. 

22 ttxg4 
\figS 
ttxh3 

UU�UJ .. ;;;u. pawns 
to open up in order 
to maintain the momentum of 
his attack an 13:g1. 

2S 4JgeS 
26 f6 �6 
27 �6 !teeS 
28 \lihl 
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AJthough �ed 
to extract a rook and bishop 
for the queen, the vulnerability 

his king is the dedding issue. 
28 � 
29 h4 �e6 
30 �gS 
31 hS 
32 �h6 �xe4 

A desperate response 
32 . .. iJh4 33 �1+. 

33 4Jxe4 
34 kl 
35 �gS+ 
36 tMS+ 

�f1 

�xe4 
4JeS 
�h7 
�h6 

to 

The technical ex�e at the 
moment is to - !df the black 

from around 
white 

�e2 
38 tM6+ �h7 
39 �gS! ,Q.e4 

If 39... 40 
� 41 �g6+ 42 
�8 43 �2, with a decisive 
advantage. 

40 h6 
41 h4 

hS 
43 �g4 
« hxg6+ 
45 �f7+ 
46 
47 �xb7 
48 b3  

.Q.g6 
�e4 
�4+ 
4Jxg4-
fxg6 
�h6 
4JeS 
4Jxe4 
1-0 

As we have seen, 7 
.n 0-0 8 0-0 !l.,b6 does not 
promise an game. 
The next two examples feature 
7 ... an attempt by Black 
to curtail the influence of the 

powerful white light-squared 
bishop. This was originally 
considered to be the refutation 
of the whole 7 variation. 
However, 8 tbg6 9 
0-0 dS White has twist 10 
!l.,hS!, giving up a pawn for a 
strong initiative, which has 
completely his chances. 

1 e4 eS 
2 c[jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4- 4Jxd4 ,Q.eS 
S ,Q.e3 �6 
6 e3 �e7 
7 ,Q.e4 4JeS 

This move is the reason why 
the 7 line used to have a 
poor reputation, as the bishop 
is immediately to 
retreat. Sokolsky's analysis 
from the 19408 ran: 8 !l.,e2 �g6 
9 0-0 dS 10 exdS ,Q.h3 11 .Qf3 
0-0-0;. Ehlvest 
other see. 

8 
most precise 

course at juncture. White 
inte·nds to force black 
knight playing and this 
will only really be effective if 

is well covered. 
8 !l.,b3 is much 

convincing: 8 ... �g6 9 0-0 
�e4 10 4)12 (After 10 !l.,c2 
�h4!, and 10 c£Jb5 �c6! White 

insuffident compensation 
the pawn) 10 n. 11 



12 fxe3 � 
14 f,lxf7 d6 15 h3?! 

17 f,lb3 a6 18 
�7-+ Meitner 

c .. ..., ....... , Vienna 1873. 
8 tfg6 

are no decent pros-: 
Black after 8 ... d51! 
resulting tactics are 

in "'I .... ii .. �'� favour: 9 0-0 10 
4JbS ,Q.d6;, 11 .llcS! 0-0 12 
cxdi 13 tbxd6 tbxdh 14 

15 r!eJ 16 ;m'e1 
�:�ilI �h6i19 
20 .Qf1 4Jc8 21 .llaJ 
� � 23 ci)::S 24 
4Jec4�' ciJd6 nd& 

.a.cs:!:td7 28 �4i1-0 
grimsson - Malaniuk, Kt>r.::I<-
emet 1991. 

9 0-0 dS!? 

more solid 9 n. 

9 n. tbxe4) are dis
.., ..... """'-' in the next game. 

10 .llhS! 
sharp continuation has 

cast doubt on Black's 
to equality. 

queen is lured into an exposed 
position, allowing White to 
develop his pieces with of 

Cla.ssical Variation: 7.Q.c4 15 

time at 
pawn. 

a) 104JbS?! 
!.lf3 dxe4) 11 .. 
13 fxe3 

b) 10.llf4 now: 
bD 10 ... 11 -'lg3 hS 

�a4+ �8 13 4Jxf3+ 14 f.lxf3 
h4 15 16 �g2 h3 17 
-'lg3 - Kualy-
achev, Ukrainian Ch 19 49. 

b2) 10 ... 11-'lg3 �4 
4)l2 13 4:J4c6 when 
Black better "h""-."",,,., 
according to Sokolsky. 

d 10�h1l? and now: 
cD 10 ... 11 4jbS! .llb6 12 

f,lxb6 �4! �d4 
cxd4 -'lg4 f,lxg4 4Jxg4 16 
4Jxc7+ �7 4Jxa8 nxas 18 
0::3 f5 19 exf3 20 Hxf3 
21 �el 22 1-0 '-JU.:�\)V 

- Radu, Corr 
c2) 10 ... 0-0 (10 ... �e4 11 

4jbS!) 11 dxe4 12 f,lhS -'lg4 
13 f,lxg6 14 �e4! f,lhS 15 
4J2b3 15 ... �d4 16 
.llxd4 ;m'e8 18 
fS1! (18 ... 19 f,lc2 �8 20 
4):14 Geenen -

Hf:>h7iAn Ch 1991. 
�e4 

If the of material is 
declined then White has excel-
lent 10 ... �6 (to ... 
� 11 11 4):4 12 f,lf2!t. 

11 
11 is more forceful: 

11... 12�7+� 13 
4Jxa8 f,lc$ t£)i2 � (14 ... 
�h4!?) 15 iJb3 .lld6 16 .lle2 b6 17 
a�;t P. Lukacs. 



16 Classical Variation: 71J.c4 

b) U . .. .Q.d6 12 4Jxa7 (12 
�d6+ cxd6 13 .Qg5 .Qg4 14 
.Q.xg4 �4 15 .Q.xe7 ±) 12 ... 
�7 13 !J.xa7 .Q.d7 14 4):l2 �h4 
15 g3 �h3 16 c4! and White is 
slightly better according to 
Vladimirov. 

U tbd3 
This is practically forced due 

to 11 ... �h4?! 12 .Q.xf7+ 4:Yd7 13 
�f3 'It/f6 14 .Q.xcS ± . 

12 �4f3 .Q.d6 
Black soon gets into a tangle 

after 12 ... .Q.xe3 13 �e5 � 
14 'ltJf3! .Q.cS 15 .Q.xf7+ �8 16 
�ad1 �h6 17 ,Q,xd5!+-. 

5 
W 

13 4JxeS .Q.xeS (5) 

14 .Q.cS 
In return for the pawn White 

has active play and can gain 
time by chasing the black 
queen. 

14 ... g6 
The idea of shifting the king 

to the queenside is rather tame: 
14 ... .Q.f6 15 �el g6 16.Q.f3.Q.e6 17 
c4 0-0-0± .  

15 .Q.e2 tf1fS 
16 �3 .Q.f6 

Black loses the right to 
castle if the bishop retreats 

elsewhere, e.g. 
.Q.xd6 cxd6 18 
�4 ± . 

16 ... .Q.d6 17 
.Q.bS+ ry8 19 

6 
W 

17 nel 
18 .Q.d3 
19 4)eS 
20 tf1f3 

21 h4! 

0-0 
tbd7 
tbd8 
�g7 (6) 

This is designed to farilitate 
a clever trap. After 21 ... hS a 
classic queen saaifice is pos
sible: 22 �6+!! �6 23 .Q.d4 
r$)g7 24 � �8 2S �8 
�d8 26 �e7 which picks up a 
piece. 

21 .. . 
22 tf1f4 
23 �3 

.Q.xh4 
.Q.f6 

Ehlvest has now completed 
his preliminary measures in 
order to threaten a knockout 
blow: 24 �6+! �6 2S .Q.d4 
mate. 

23 ••• �8 
24 .Q.xf8+ �8 
2S nadl 

With the sacrifice of the 
exchange, Black has avoided an 
instant calamity and has two 
pawns to even up the material 
balance. However, White still 



has a healthy initiative and can 
target the fragile dS-pawn due 
to his well centralised rooks. 

25 f/;g7 
26 c4 c6 
27 cxd5 cxd5 
28 .Q.c4 CiJe7 
29 .Q.b3 

One intriguing idea was to 
dispense with this safeguarding 
move and pursue a direct tac
tical course: 29 4JgS as 30 4Jxh 7 
�7 31 �6. The best way to 
confront the threat would be 
to block access to f6 by 29 ... 
fJfS 30 g4?! �b8!. 

29 ... as 
3O!iJg5 �a6 
31 !iJe4 a4 

The pawn on b2 is immune 
from capture: 31 ... .Q.xb2? 32 
thd2 .Q.eS (32 .. . .Q.a3 33 �d4++-) 
33 � �c6 34 �S �cS 3S 
�4 with dual threats against 
the black rook and of a dis
covered check. 

32 .Q.c4 
33 �d2 
34 !iJxf6 
35 .Q.xdS 

White has fmally won the 
dS-pawn since now 3S ... �d6 36 
�4 puts a stop to any hopes 
of pinning the bishop. To avoid 
the counterplay of the game, 3S 
.Q.bS could have been consider
ed, with the idea of rounding 
up the d5-pawn later. The 
immediate capture allows Black 
to confuse matters. 

35 .Qg4 
36 f3 !iJxd5 

Classical Variation: 71J.c4 17 

37 fxg4 
If 37 �dS .Q.xf3 is extremely 

awkward with an impending 
check on g3. 

37 ... �g3 
38 g5 nf41 

Black can survive after 38 ... 
WS! 39 �d4+ f6 40 gxf6+ �h6! 
(40 ... 4Jxf"6 41 �e6) which is 
roughly equal according to 
Ehlvest. 

39 nft a3 
No better is 39 ... �4 40 

�++-. 
40 nxf4 !iJxf4 
41 �d4+ 1-0 

The next game illustrates 
how White should react to the 
quieter 9 ... d6 (instead of 9 ... 
dS). The best reply is Ehlvest's 
10 f3! which has been the sub
ject of several recent games. 

Schmlttdiel - I. Sokolov I 
Gronlngen 1991 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

e4 
!iJf3 
d4 
!iJxd4 
.Q.e3 
c3 
.Q.c4 
.Q.e2 
0-0 

eS 
!iJc6 
exd4 
.Q.c5 
ttf6 

!iJge7 
!iJeS 
�g6 
d6 

It is a risky venture to steal 
the e-pawn: ,9 ... �4'lJ 10 b4h 
.Q.<!l (to ... � ........ " 11�' and 12 
_±; 10 ... • 11.) 11�' 
�g6 12 f4c � . 13 t£)e4 04 14 
iJxd6 cxcl6 15 � i)Sc6 16 f5 ' 
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�.()t 17 .QgS �S 18.f

.
�6 �,,19 

m.. t£)xd.j (19 ... .. 20 ,,1 
... 21_+-) 20 �e5 dxeS 
21 cxd4 �e8 22 dxe5 �e5 21 
� cl6 24 �e1 �el+ 2S ��1 
c£)eS26 .Q.f 4 gxf(�:,27 .Q.h6 .Q.e6' 28' 
�g3+ � 29hf 1-0 Thorhall
sson - Yurtaev, Hartberg 1991. 

10 f3! (7) 
Ehlvest's improvement on 

other lines normally employed 
at this juncture. White safe
guards e4 with the aim of 
quick development before 
advancing his kingside pawns. 
Others: 

a) 10 4)i2 ?! �h3 U,a.f3 ()-()! 12 
t£y:2 (12 �h1 �4!) 12 ... �ad8 13 
b4 (13 �xcS dxc5;) 13 ... �b6 14 
.Q.xb6 axb6; Nikovits - P. Luk
acs, Hungary 1991. 

b )  10�? �h3 11 !l,f3 !l,xe3 
12 t£)xc7+ �7 13 t£)xaB !l.f 4- +. 

c) 10 f4 �e4 11 fJf2! and 
now: 

c1) 11 ... �7?! 12 !l,d3 �S (12 
... �4 13 4JbS+-) 13 c4 �d4 
14 !l,xd4 .Q.xd4+ 15 W2 4:j6 16 h3 
!l,d7 17 t£p 0-0-0 18 �c2 dS 1 9 
� with a clear advantage, 
Steingrimsson - P. Lukacs, 
Kecskemet 1991. 

c2) 11 ... .Q.xd4! 12 cxd4 0i)g6 
(12 ... �713��414 � 
�8?! [14 '" O-O!?J 15 dS! {hg5 16 
�c1 t£)xd5 17 h4 � 18 !l,d4 {he7 
19 .Q.xg7+-) 13c£P�414 4Jb5 
0-0 15 t£)xc7 � 16 �bS (16 dS 
b6?! 17 4JbS {hgS 18 t£)xa7 !l,b7 19 
.Qg3 t£)xdS 20 {hc1 '/he7 21 !!e1 
c£)eS 22 4JbS 4:j6 21 {hgS {he6 24 
t£)xd6 4:jd7 2S c£jS g6 26 �4 

�h8 27 !!xeS t£)xeS 28 �4 1 -0 
Morosevitsch - Balashov, St . 
Petersburg 1993) 16 ... c£jS (16 ... 
!l,d7!? 17 t£)xa7 {hgS 18 a4 c£jS= ) 
17 t£)xa7 �d7 18 g3- Gelfand -
Beliavsky, Paris 1991. 

7 
B 

10 0-0 
11 � dS!? 

Black tries to seize the 
initiative with a central strike. 

12 �h1 dxe4 
13 fxe4! 

The right choice; othetWise 
13 t£)xe4 �S! allows the black 
knights to take up a command
ing position in the centre. 

13 ... tt<i6?! 
At the moment 13 ... fS? is 

ruled out by 14 exfS �5 15 
�S winning a piece because 
c5 is loose. The rather artificial 
text move is designed to pro
tect the bishop but merely 
allows White to gain time in 
exploiting the wandering queen. 
A more testing line which 
deserves attention is 13 ... �4 
14 !l,f4! (14 4:jS?? �S 15 !l,xc5 
[15 exfS �h5-+] 15 ... �3+ 16 
bxg3 {hhS+) 14 ... .Q.xe2 15 �e2 
!l,d6 164JbS± I. Sokolov. Also 



JX>Ssible is 13 ... �b6 
�7c6 15 .Q.h5 tMf6 16 
17��d71S 
}:!adS 20 
(TIlescas -
22!;!ad1±. 

14 �4 
15 �xc4 

The White !Il:tr.:,tP«lrv 
to focus attention on 
point at by "'J.""�rll'6 
then to double 

15 ... 
16 t;b3 (8) 

The alternatives do not 

White seizes 
whilst opening 
for attack. 

17 
18 
19 

new avenues 

Black must activate his 
slumbering qUE�miiC1e so 19 ... 
b6!? was although 

Classical Variation: 7.Q.c4 19 

White would still be on top. 
20 �U 

A nice touch, White threat
ens 21.Q.xe6+ �e6 22 t;dS++-. 
and Black cannot afford to 
exchange queens because the 
white rook would then invade 

with a winning 

20 .•. �e8 
2t h4! b6 
22 .Q.a.3 .Q.d7 

If instead 22 ... �b7 then Z3 
�c8 24 hS wins. 
23 hS !i:Je7 
24 �g4 �h8 

h6 4Jg61! (9) 
It looks ugly to accept 

doubled h-pawns but for good 
or bad Black had to try this: 2S 

26 �xe6 .Q.xe6 27 
the White victory is 

tfDstponed for a while. 

9 i 
w 

26 nf8+! 
A nice tactic which wins the 

queen - the rook is taboo to 

g7. 
because of mate on 

26 �f8 
27 �xf8 nxf8 
28 hxg7+ �g7 



20 Classical Variation: 

29 .Q.xa6 was the flt"St to 
which is """'''''6''�;;U is dearly 

time to a queenside 
pawn or two. 

29 
30 QtgS 
31 .Q.d3 

�f4 

32 e5 bS 
Sokolov himself points out 

installing a rook on the 
seoOnd rank is prelmature: 

33.Q.xg6! hxg6 (33 ... 
34 �6+!) 34 tlJe7+ �h6 
�7 36 �+-. 

33 \figl .Q.dS 
34 .Q.xbS .Q.xa2 
35 .Q.e8 �fS 
36 Qtd8 �S 
37 Qtxc7 + r&1h6 
38 .Q.a4 .Q.dS 
39 .Q.c2 nhS 
40 ttxb7+ \figS 
41 Qtg7+ 1-0 

fianchetto. In 
Black can try 
on the KlDI!tSlClle. 
is that the 
bishop no 
retreat to, opposite-side 
castling is risky if White man
ages to mobilize his 
queenside pawns. 

10 
W 

8 0-0 .Q.b7 (10) 

an 9 b4 

man. prepares to 
queenside and his 
....".. .... :y .. '" open. 

Djurhuus - .£I.I:II..:""'C 

Gausda11992 

1 e4 eS 
2 4:13 4Jc6 
3 dol exd4 
4 4Jxd4 .Q.cS 
S .Q.e3 Qtf6 
6 c3 4Jge7 
7 .Q.c4 b6!? 

A recent ooncept. Speelman 

White 
vigorous 
of meeting new variation. 
The other oontinuatlons are: 

a) 9 ciJbS 10 bxcS 
U �4 a6 12 13 0i2 
dS 14 .Q.e2 16 �ae1 
dxe4 17 18 fxe4 
fxe4 19 20 .Q.xc4 
� 21 c4 23 
0i2 .Q.xg2 Hxg2 2S 
�h1! Hxg2 26 %It'8 27 .Q.h3+ 
�4 28 �c4 29 � � 
30 �2 4Jf'2+ 31 �gl � 32 
�h1 iJf2+ 112 -'-.2 Relange - Huz
man, Cannes 

b) 9 10 eS �h6 U 



13 cxd4 
(14 f5! �h5 15 

4'Jxf51 16 17 
.Q.d3+-) 14 ... �5 15 
16 17 .Q.d3 t/tJe6 18 
(18 .Q.xf5 �5 19 �7 f3)xc7 20 
�+ � 21 .Q.xb6 axb6 22 
.Q.c6 23 �;t) 18 ... 19 a4 
�4 Chandler - Speelman, 
fiCilii1un.l:::.s 1991/92. Black could 
have on �th 
and 20 ... �g4;. 

d 9 4Jh3!1 .Q.xe3 (9 ... �S 10 
4JxcS bxcS) 10 �g5 11 
.Q.xf7+ �8 12 13 c£Jd4 
�h6 � cS 15 c£Jd3 16 
�4 4Jxf4 17 18 e5 
�S 19 .Q.cIS .Q.xclS 20 � t!;lc6 
21 t!;ld3 � 22 �d1 !!ad8 23 

4Jh4 24 � \tibB 25 c£JdS 
c£)e4 gS c4 28 �2 

gxf 4 'z.J gxh4 t!;lg6+ 30 t!;lg2 �h5 
31 tl£1 f3 32 c£Jdf6 tlxeS � 
cIS 34 �7++- Watson - Wells, 
WalsaU 

9 
10 cxd4 

the pawn, 

4)xd4 
.Q.xb4 
White can 

gain time by attaiCkiI12 the 
queen 
In addlition, the mobile pawn 
centre is an asset. 

U a3 .Q.aS 
12 dS 

An astute way to increase 

the pressure by vacating d4 for 
the bishop. rook can 

taken at a cost: 
13 .Q.d4 and White is 
better. 

12 0-0 
13 �a2 (11) 

11 
B 

l.-1aSSICal Variation: 21 

White must strive to 
the pawn sacrifICe, so it is 
eSSlential to maintain the initi
ative. The rook is poised to 

across to the kingside 
sUpjPDn to a n." .... 'nJ"I 

To contain such 
Black has to try and activate 

which are 

'1ll'T1pnt.!lv doing very little. It 
would be a grave error for 
White to launch an attack 
�thout nrn.--r 

f41 bS! 14 .Q.h3 
.Q.d4 tlxd4 16 �4 .Q.b6-+ ;  14 
.Q.d4 .Q.b6 15 eS 16 .Q.xbS [16 
.Q.h3 .Q.xdS] 16 ... 17 .Q.f2 
�! 18 .Q.xe3 .Q.xe3+ 19 � 
.Q.xf4-+) 14 ... t!;lh6 15 .Q.b3 �S 
16 .Q.f2 (16 d6; 16 .Q.c1 .Q.b6+ 
lifthl 4Jg3+ 16 ... �4 17 

tlxeS 18 19 �e2 
0-1 Shirev - Agdestein, 

I'1a.lJltinj�S 1991/92. 

If Black �shes to knock the 
centre then 13 ... c6 comes into 
consideration, as played in 
Schmittdiel Tlschbierek, 
Genna.ny 1992, which continued: 
14 �g6 (14 ... t!;lh6 15 .Q.e3 



22 Variation: 

�g6 16 d6!) 15 f4 cxd5 16 f5 
�g5! 17 � 18 &3 �3 
19 hxg3 f6 20 tfJcJ d5 with an 
unclear position. 

14 !te2 
15 .Q.d4 
16 g3 
17 f4 

�6 
�h4 
�hs 

Invariably the right response 
in such situations. The wave of 

on the allows 
to up his 

behind shield and deprive 
the knight access to e5. 

17 d6 
18 � 
19 �e2 
20 IIff2 

It is necessary 
protect f4, nth""""""...,. 
force a perpetual 20 
�4 21 gxf4 �4+ 22 \tih1 
.Q.xd2 23 �d2 �3+ 24 �1 
.4+- . 

20 .Q.xd2 
21 ttxd2 f6 
22 lIel 
23 .Q.b2 

White intends to 

must his .. f'f'�,rt., 
resist this breakthrough. 

23 IIfe8 
24 .Q.bs .Q.d7 
25 .Q.e2 .Qg4 

.Q.bs .Q.d7 
27 .Q.e2 .Qg4 
28 .Q.bs IId8?! 
a misguided to 

win, Black turns down the 
offer to by 
moves. 

29 !te3 4Jf8 

30 h3! .Q.e8 
The bishop is forced to 

.'IilIlT'l"PnrlPl" its blockading 
against the white pawns due to 

30 ... .Q.xh3 (30 ... �3?? 31 
fth2) 31 � �g4 32 .Q.e2 �d7 33 

12 
W 

g4 
32 .Q.e4 
33e5 

tI1f7 
c6 
dxes (12) 

A startling move that allows 
the white queen to taken 
but at a heavy With this 

is to 

gain a material advantage which 
effectively ends the game. 

34 IIxd2 
35 .Q.xf7+ rltxf7 
36 IIxd2 exf4 
37 IIxe7 + rltxe7 
38 .Q.c3 4Je6 

.Q.b4+ �8 
40 .Q.d6 gs 

An exchange up, the ending 
is a fonnality for White, 
especially with of a 
passed pawn. The game con
cluded as follows: 41 .Q.b8 4)18 42 r3if7 43 .£)e6 44 
.Q.xa7 4)i4 45 4Jf3+ 46 � 



Classical Variation: 7 JJ.c4 Z3 
47 f5 48 16 � and Black is 
4:Jc4 50 a4 
52 .Q,xfS 53 9::f6 
.Q.e4+ 55 \lif2 g4 56 .Q.xf4 

S7 c7 1-o. 

We so seen that 
Black to fmd a suitable 
route to equality against 7 .Q.c4; 
neither 7 ... 0-0, 7 ... <£jeS nor 7 ... 
b6 are fully satisfactory. 
worse Black is the immedi
ate 7 ... �g6 which practically 
loses by force, as following 
game shows. 

1 Ivanchuk - Gulko 
Reykjavik 1991 

1 e4 e5 
2 
3 
4 4Jxd4 .Q.cS 
5 -'te3 �6 
6 c3 �e7 
7 .Q.c4 

Apart from 7 g3 lCOrlSidj� 
in the next chapter) White has 
exhausted the possibilities at 
this 

a) d6 7 ... dS8 0-0 
0-0 9 �c6 with an 
game according to Euwe} 8 0-0 
a6 9 f4 0-0 10 �h1 11 �d2 

12 f5 13 14 
bxc6 15 with an Wll.:.l� 

position in Konguvel -
Calcutta 1992. 

b) 7 �d2 dS! 8 .Q.xe3 9 
�e3 Q-O! 10 �c7 11 �dS 
�dS 12 exd5 �! 13 004 
�b2 14 15 � �2 

and now: 
d1) 94Jd2 dS! 10 exdS 

�c4 �e3 12 

to 

Sveshnikov - Korchnoi, USSR 
Ch 1973. 

d2) 9 � 0-0 10 d6 11 
4Jd2 -'te6 12 0-0 �gS 13 �e2 
�6 14 g3 .Q.h3 15 Brei 16 
�h1 c£y<c4 17 18 
�c4- Tartakower - Tarrasch, 
Vienna 

e) 7 4Jd2? �d4 8 4:Jc2+! 9 
�e5 winning a pawn, 

Czerniak - Trifunovic, Belgrade 
1954. 

07 
<£:P 9 
Keres, Pamu 8 ... bxc6 9 
0-0 0-0 10 4Jd2 d6 11 �"" 

- Kiovan, Budapest 1970. 
7 �g6?1 

played for 
reasoIlS will soon becl:lme 
obvious. An experiment with 7 
. . .  c£y<d4!? occurred in Schmitt-

1991, Black was to 

salvage equality: 8 cxd4 .Q.b4+ 9 
4:Jc3 .Q.xc3+ 10 bxc3 0-0 11 
� 12 .Q.d3 dS 13 �c2 �g6 14 

�S 15 .Q.xfS �S 16 bJ:fel 
17 4Jxd4! 18 � 

19 �d7 20 �ad1 'lJ;<c7 
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21 I!xd4 I!xc3-. 

13 
W 

8 4Jxc6 twxc6 (3) 

No is B ... Sl,xe3 9 
�e7 �2 10 W1 with a dear 
advantage. 

9 Sl,xf7+! 
The bishop is 

up to wreck 
temporarily 

kingside 
opportunity 

to castle. 
9 �7 
10 flhS+ 4Jg6 

A slight is 
possible: 10 ... U �e4, 
but ultimately White remains 
on top. 

14 
W 

11 flfS+ �8 
12 twxe4 (4) 

13 4Jd2 
White is certainly better 

with a lead in deVelopment and 
opposing 

the middle of 
is no point in snatching 
the g-pawn as this would 
merely open up another avenue 
for White's rooks: 13 ... �2 14 
O-O-O!. 

flc6 
14 fibS d6 
15 0-0 ..Q.e6 
16 ..Q.d4 �7 
17 f4 

Now that White has whisked 
king to safety and given 

bishop its most influential 
square on the ai-hB diagonal, 

set to disrupt 
of the black 

forces. The f-pawn is as 
a battering ram with the im
mediate threat of 1B fS, forking 
the defensive 

17 
18 
19 nee1 

li:J,!7 
..Q.xfS 

The attraction of winning 
two a rook is some-
what 19 �S 
g6! 20 tbgS 21 .(lxhB I!xhB 
and Black is still hanging on. 
The text brings White's last 

into the main arena. 
19 ... g6 (1S) 
20 nxe7+1 

The cu1.mination of White's 
campaign. The rook is given up 
as part of a combination which 
will exploit the poSition of 
.....,., ...... '" king in the centre. 

20 �e7 
21 t(tgS+ �7 



lS 
W 

22.Q.xh8 t;b6+ 
is tantamount to 

resignation since Black remains 
a down with only 

of obtaining a 
pawns in How
ever, the alternative is not very 
attractive either: 22 ... 23 
�S! gxfS 24 QlIg7+ 2S 

.Q.d4 �b2 
24 14 .Q.e6 
2S Itb1 �a2 
26 �S+ �7 

Cla.ssical V;lriatinn! 7.Q.c4 

27 tixb7 
28 l:lf1 
29 
30 .Q.f6+ 
31 tbc4+ 

Conclusion 

l:ld8 
�d2 
.Q.d7 
�6 
1-0 

The lines with 7 .Q.c4 present 
a real danger to Black. ease 

with which 
Short in this 
what a it can even at 
the very highest level. The 
most is 7 ... 
b6 which to very double-
edged positions. If man
ages to secure equality then the 
complexities surrounding the 
sutr-varIation Watson - Wells 

fwther investiga
tion. In any case, dearly 7 .Q.c4 
is an ideal winning weapon at 
all levels of play and is worth 
studying in some 



2 Classical Variation: 7 g3 

White's in the 7 d5 (16) 
Variation are not 

restricted to 7 -'tc4: in the last 16 

few years another discarded W 

idea 
7 

disnni.ssled by 
the footnote 7 ... although 
one can find some examples 
from the 1970s with the con
tinuation 8 .Qg2 9 c£Jb5, 
when the resulting complica
tions favour Black. However, 
Sveshnikov has recently 
oneered 9 4)l2 on the inter
national scene, a move which 

this variation a fully 
viable to the more 
common 7 -'tc4. 

Sveshnikov - Yu.rtaev 
Podolsk 1990 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

e4 
lif3 
dol 
4Jxd4 
.Q.e3 

7 g3 

e5 
4:Jc6 
exd4 
.Q.c5 
�6 

White prepares to fianchetto 
the bishop: a safer and less 
complex variation 7 -'tc4. 

Black must in the 
centre if he wishes to stand any 
chance of achieving equality. 
Other replies allow the latent 

of White's quiet system 
to 

a) 7 ... d6 8.Qg2 and now: 
at) 8 ... 9 h3 -'td7 10 �e2 

gS!? 11 t£j7g6 (Honfi -
Knezevic, Majdanpek 1976) 12 
{)2b3 -'tb6 13 o-o-O;t . 

a2) 8 ... -'td7 9 0-0 �S 10 h3 
4)::4 11 -'tel 4):6 12 �e2 (12 
�!?) 12 ... t£j4eS 13 -'te3 -'tb6 14 
4)l2 0-0 (�...1F.l Pazos - Spassky, 
Dubai 011986) is slightly better 
for White. 

b) 7 ... ciJxd4 8 9 
4)::3 0-0 10 .Qg2 � 11 �3! 
.Q.aS 12 dS t£Jg6 13 -'td4 �e8 14 
o-o-o± Dubinsky - Grabczew-



ski, Moscow 1973174. 
d7 ... 0-0 8 d6 9G-0 

� (9 ... .Q.b6 10 11 
.£:F4 �4 12 cxd4 13 
[13 eS!?] 13 . . .  axb6 14 f3 
� .... 
10 h3 .£:F4 11 
and now: 

el) 12 ... !:Xe8 (12 ... 
�4 a614 b3 15 
16 .£:F2 c6 
Ploch, USSR 1974. 

c2) 12 ... 13 
�t! �5 15 
� 17 b4 (17 
.Q.b6 18 .Q.b2 gS 19 
thc1+- Tseitlin -
.Kragujevac 1974. 

8 .Qg2 
The main ItPrmltivII>!Il 

4Jxd4, 8 ... �S and 8 ... 
are examined in the IlIdl"'l'lti1'1P. 
game Salov - Ka.rpov. 

9 4Jd2!1 
The old line, 9�. is dUblious 

and despite a recent attempt to 
revive it, the conclusion that 
Black with 
game not 
brought into doubt. 
ample: 

a) 9 . . .  .Q.d6?! 10 
now: 

at) 10 ... .Q.eS 11 
0-0 a6 13 4):14 0-0 14 
4Jxc6 15 .£:FS .Q.d6 16 
4Jxb7 UUtl1nS)�y 
Ivanov, Moscow 1973174. 

a2) 10 H* U ;. ,�."'''' .... 

12 4Jxe4 13 

L'lassleal Variation: 7 g3 Z1 
12 fxe3 �e5 

with an unclear posi
- Geller, Sochi 

1976) 11 .. .  !:!b8 12 4):15 and now: 
bi) 12 ... �gS 13 4Jf4 � 14 

0 -0  15 4.JhS .Q.e6 with comp-
favouring Black, 

Klovan Romanishin, Odessa 
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0-0 !,1e6 13 � .Q.dS (Kupreichik 
Dortmund 1975) 14 

�b7!±. 
10 4Jxe4 t)g6 
11 0-0 

It is sensible to get the king 
to safety. The sortie U �?! is 
dubious on aa:ount of White's 
exposed central king position; 
Sveshnikov - Balashov, Moscow 
1989, continued: U ... 0-0 12 
.Qxb6 .Q.h3!! 13 c£j6+ �6 14 
.Qxh3 cxb6 15 0-0 �8 16 tr!Ie2 
tr!Ih6 17 .Qg2 8d2 18 'lIlte4 19 
4Ja3 b5+. 

17 

B 

11 .Qg4 
12 ... 4 0-0 
13 4)::51 (17) 

A t.remendous move; the 
knight to an influential 
square since 13 ... !,1xc5 14 
�c6 �c6 15 !,1xc5 White 
regains the piece. emerging 
with a pair of commanding 
bishops. 

13 ... 4Je5 
14 .Q.f4 .Q.xc5 
15 .Q.xe5 .h51! 

A somewhat better defence 
is afforded by 15 ... c6 16 8ae1. 
when White has to settle for a 

slightly 
aims to take 
offering a pawn in excJt1anI�e 
active play. 

16 .Q.xc1 l:tac8 
11 !,1aS 

It seems �tm,nat:> 
bishop to on 

edge of the board but this is 
only a temporary measure. The 
'natural' .Q.f4 was what Black 
planned for: 17 ... U6 18 .Q.e3 
@S with chances of 
exploiting the light 
based upon ... !,1xd4 and ... 
c£j3+. 

11 
18 �b3 
19 .Q.xf3 
20 4Jd4 

Now that the influential 
bishop on g2 has been ex

changed, White must endeavour 
to utilise the extra pawn before 

draughty 
attack. If 20 (20 8ad11 
t£)e3!-+) 20 .,. b6 21 c£)xcS �c5 
22 !,1b4 c£j4 23 gxf4 _4+ 24 
� � with perpetual check. 

20 t)f6 
21 �1 4:Jf4 

ttxb1 .Q.xd4 
23 ad4 4Je2+ 
24 �2 ttxd4 
25 l:tfd1 

The situation become 

fluny of White is a 
clear pawn up and once the 
knight is ejected from e2, the 
bishop can be rehabilitated on 
c3 with control of the al-h8 



diagonal. Black must try to 

prevent expansion 
White's queenside pawns, while 
searching for a way to oontrol 
the a8-h1 diagonal to 

white king. 
25 �a4 
26 .Q,el !,!fe8 
27 !,!d7?! 

of .......... ' ... "".J' u,q:; 

i5tWtmUl rank proves too 
strong. A calmer approach, 
bloddng h1-aB diagonal. 
was the key to sua::ess: Zl tl'JbJ! 
thxb3 (Zl ... �+ 28 thf3±) 
axb3 29 nd2 intending f3 
and. when White is slightly 

according to Sveshnikov. 
27 ... !,!c:6! 

White this sur-
prising move which abandons 
the f-pawn in retum for 
oounterplay against white 

18 
B 

28 !,!xf7 �e4+ 
29 f3 (18) 

No better was nn �4+! 
30 gxf4 winning the 
queen. 

29 • • •  4:)f4+! 
Black's 

Classical Variation: 29 

stream around white king. 
30 gxf4 

Not 30 nxr4 nc2+ 31 �h3 
�b7-+. 

30 .•. !,!c2+ 
31 �h3 

White has no choice in the 
matter as other replies lead to 

instant <:IislSter: 
a) 31 �el+ 32 

mate. 
b) 31 tk3 �g6+ 
�h4�+ 34 

�S �hS mate. 
31 
32 

{te6+ 
f5 � 
ttxf7+ � 

34 .Q,c3 
35 !,!dll 
36 �3 h5 

Sveshnikov oonsiders that 36 
... gS 37 fxg6+ � was Black's 
best winning try as the 
king avoids being cut off on 
back rank. 

37 !,!d7+ 
38 !,!xa7 
39 f:q6 

�4 
41 a4 

The oonnect.ed passed pawns 
White good practical 

chances. will be unable 
to run the h-pawn to promo
tion since his rooks will be 
down on the queenside. The 

oonduded as 41 
.
.
. 42 aS h3 a6 44-

naB+ �7 4S a7 40 .Q.d4 h2 
47 �8 \l}c6 �S 1! (48 b4 
� 49 SO �S neal 
aBttt �±) 48 ... 
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49�3 �4 50 £JJ2 h1�) 51 
�8+ 52 \f;h2 IDt8+ 
�8+ 54 \f;fl 55 
56 'iItf2 1Jf7 57 Bh6+ 58 
Bh5+ �4 59 Bh4+ llId5 60 !1c3 
x:!,gf8 61 :9:d4+ \f;cS 62 :9:d3 :9:ea 
63 !1d2 !!b8 64 b4+ �4 6S 
:9:c3+ llId4 66 :9:a3 :g:b5 67 .Q.e3+ 
�4 68 !1c5 :g:b8 69 Bh8 70 
:9:e4+ ll/d3 71 :9:d4+ �3 
:g:hl 73 f4 :g:f11a4. 

Instead 8 ... dxe4, Black 
can also follow a quieter plan, 
8 ... t£Jxd4, which has been 
played by Anatoly Karpov 
amongst others. This variation 
almost equalises for Black, but 
accurate play by White can still 

things very for 
his opponent. 

Salov - Karpov 
hggio Emilia 199V92 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf'3 ci)c6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 {)xd4 .Q.c5 
5 .Q.e3 �6 
6 c3 4Jge7 
7 g3 d5 
8 !1g2 {)xd4 

Karpov adopts a plan of 
liquidation with the idea of 
eventually isolating the white 
d-pawn. Apart from 8 . .. 
discussed in the UA "'VIUL"" 

Black has 
ilities: 

a) 8 ... �!? 9 0-0 .\lg4 10 f3 
.Q.d7 114'Jd2 .Q.b6 12 a4 as 13 h3 

�g6 14 \f;h2 dxe4 15 t£Jxe4 0-0 
16 £4 c£J:4 17 !1c1 e£j5 18 �3 
t£Jxd4 19 004 � 20 g4 f5 21 
�! !1c8 22 .Q.f3- Campora -
Gouveia, Buenos Aires 1991. 

b) 8 ... �d4 9 cxd4 dxe4 10 
� 0-0 11 t£Jxe4 �g6 12 0-0 
and now: 

bt> 12 ... !1e6 13 � (not 13 
� .Q.d5 14 :9:c1 .Q.xg2 15 \f;xg2 
e£j5!+ Kupreichik - Parma, 
Dortmund 1975) 13 ... 14 
t!Ya4 �5 15 4)xdS .Q.xd5 16 

.Q.xd5 f!xdS 17 �b3- Tnnmer
man - Pliester, Amsterdam 
1982. 

bZ> 12 ... �?! 13 4:Jc3 t£Jxc3 
14 bxc3 !1f5 15.Q.f4 :9:ac8 16 :9:el 
:g:fd8 17 Zhuraviev -
Ostrovsky, Rostov-on-Don 
1975. 

19 

W 

9 cxd4 .Q.b4+ (19) 

This line of play used to be 
frowned upon, as White 
generally managed to exploit 
his advantage in the 

The alternative 
White slight but 

persistent pressure: 9 ... .Q.b6 10 
exdS e£j5! 11 0-0 0-0 12 � 
�d4 13 4:)e4 � (13 ... tbe5 14 



�4 �7 15 g4+ -) 14 -'txd4 
4:Jxd4 15 ktel �5 16 ktc5!? -'txe4 
17 fbxd4 -'txg2 18 �g2 19 
{§tc4 �b2 20 'lJxe7 b5 21 �c6! 
�!? d6 {§tc4 . .. b4 23 
d7 as 24 23 �c4 bxc4 
24 d7 (Nunn - Smagin, Ul.UlU<;;<'

liga 1990/91) 24 ... f5- . 

20 
B 

10 4Jc3 -'txc3+ 
11 bxc3 dxe4 
12 -'txe4 (20) 

12 ••• c6t 
The point of Karpov's play is 

revealed, as now the white 
light-squared is blunted. 
The 

a) ••. �e6 13 thd3 tiliS 14 
�2 4:Jxe3 15 �xe3 ktb8 16 �! 
�+ fxe3 'lie7 18 e4 h5?! 
(18 ... ktd8!?) 19 e4 h4 20 eS �6 

22 g4 ktg6 23 
24 ktgel-'ta6 � 

a4! -'te8 27 as f5 28 axb6 axb6 
29 kta7 + - Campora - Rubinetti, 
Buenos Aires 1986. 

b) ... .Q.h3 13 � 14 
thd3 15 'lJxb7 0-0 16 
f5 17 -'tfJ t£J:lS 18 f4! 19 
gxf 4 �h8 20 -'txdS 'lJxdS 21 
�c7 �6 22 � fXbS with an 

pmllt!:Cln ..... ,...,... ... ii",." to 

31 

Botteril1 and Harding. There is 
plenty 
ment in analysis, ex
ample 13 �h5! �e6 14 �7 
ktb8. (14 ... ktd8 15 �e5±) 15 � 
intending g4± . 

13 0-0 
14 a4 

0-0 

A preliminary measure to 
prevent the black. queenside 
pawns from ever If 
White turns his attention 
to the to keep 
c8-bishop at bay, then Black 
has a comfortable game: 14 �1 
h6 (14 ... -'tf5 15 .Q.xf5 4'.jxfS 16 

4:Jxe317 �e6 with an 
position) 15 a4 b6 

intending ... -'tf5+ . 
14 
15 .£lg2 
16 t;b3 
17 c4 

Consistent and 

-'tfS 
!Iad8 
!Id7 
!Ifd8 

accord-
ing to Karpov himself: 

a) 17 ... -'te6 18 Z!ad1 ktfd8 19 

b) 17 ... �4 18 d5 19 
f:o<.a7 -'txg2 20 \l1xg2 

18 h3 
This is to n""'11lf'int 

since Black would prob-
if could manage to 

exchange White's prominent 
light-squared bishop: 18 ktfd1 
�4 19 ktd2 -'tfJ. 

18 
19 
20 
21 
21 

hS 
!Ife1 t;g6 
as -'te6 
!Iad1(2J) 

M!? 
A way to simplify 
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21 

B 

matters and steer the game 
towards a drawn outrome. If 
Black wishes to invite com-
pUcations 21 ... h4 is 
playable: 22 f5 f3 tbfl 
.Qf1 with an unclear position. 

22 axb6 axb6 
23 tgb4 

After 23 thxb6 .Q.xc4 Black 
can bishops via 
and emerge with a good knight 
against a bad bishop. 

23 bS 
24 abS 4jdS 
2S ticS cxbS 
26 thxbS! 

Even though this loses the 

exchange, White has calculated 
far enough to see that Black 
cannot profit by it. 

26 � 
27 thd3 4Jxdl 
28 thxg6 fxg6 
29 rIxdt ,Q,dS 
30 .Q.xdS+ rIxdS 
31 hoi 

With no pawn breaks avail
Black can make no pro-

gress. 
31 •.. 'Ilf7 

�-'6t 

Conclusion 

The variation with 7 g3 is a 
steady continuation which 
avoids the theoretical 
main 7 
.Q.c4 still provides many 
pitfalls for the unwary black 
player. However, with best play 
it is doubtful whether White 
can anything more than 
an position. 7 
is most effective as a surprise. 



3 Classical Variation: 
Other Lines With 5 .\1e3 

So we have only discussed 
variation following 5 ... �6 

in the Classical Variation. In this 
chapter we look at Blac:k:'s two 
main 5 ... ,Q,b6 
5 ... .Q.xd4, both of which 
mise White good ctwlceS 
continues with 
veloping moves. 

1 e4 as 
2 � � 
3 d4 exd4 
4 �d4 .Q.cS 
S .Q.e3 �d4 1! 

It is quite unusual for Blac:k: 
to the in the 
centre so White still 
needs to know how to deal 
with such a situation. In order 
to avoid main lines of 5 ... 

players 
tried 5 ... ,Q,b6 in 

recent practice: 
a) 6 ciJfS!1 £;txe8 7 � !i::J6 

8 � 0-0 9 .aP3 �8 10 0-0 
c£P4 11 c6 12 eS! � 13 
tbxe3+ 14 tlih1 4Jxd3 15 �g4! g6 
16 cxd3 d5 17 �h4 18 z:!ae1 
,Q,fS 19 �e5 tlih8 20 �e5 21 

:EtxeS tbxd3 22 h3 h5 23 
�3 gS 25--......... 

26 �S Z7 For
garasi - Szabolcsi, Budapest 
1992. 

b) 6 cf)c�arld now: 
bI) ... 7 g3 0-0 8 .Qg2 

d6 9 0-0 �d4 10 ,Q,xd4 
11 ,Q,xb6 axb6 12 �;t 

Sve:shniikov - Kharitonov, Sochi 
1987) 9 .. . 10 terd2 .Q.e6 11 
0-0 �8! £;txe3 13 tbxe3 
thbS 14 b3 15 f4 ,Q,d7 16 
� 17��4 184:Je2 
� as 20 a4 �7 
Watson - Adams, J:ng:JJSh 
1991. 

b2) 6 . . .  d6 and now: 
b2t> 7 !i::J6 8 .Qg2 0-0 9 

10 .Q.xb6 axb6 11 0-0 
12 f 4- Sveshnikov -

Tseitlin, Budapest 1989. 
b22) 7 � 8 �b6 

axb6= St. 
Petersburg 1909. 

b23) 7 .Q.e2!i::J6 8 � 
,Q,xg4 -'lxg4 10 f3 ,Q,d7 11 
(H) 12 ()-()-()o- Spielmann -
Tarrasch, nreslau 1912. 

b24) 7 ,Q,c4 8 � bxc6 
9 .QgS 0-0- - Spiel-
mann, Regensburg 1910. 

b25) 7�? !i::J6 8 f3 0-0 9 
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()-{)-() .Q.d7 10 g44Jxd4 11.Q.xd4 
.Q.d> (11 ... �7!?) 12 h4 4)17 13 
g5 .Q.xd4 �4 � 15 .Q.h3! 
1JJe7 f4 17 B:del .Q.d7 18 

.Q.xh3 19 f6 20 g6 h6 
�3 d> 22 a4 � 23 � 1-0 
Estrin - Shapovalov, COlT 1974. 
The knight heads for f5 or e6 
with a 

6 4Jf6 
This is an attempt to im

prove upon previOUB games in 
which Black exchanged in the 

allowing White a 
rein. After 6 ... 4Jx44 7 �i 
Black can play: 

a) 7 ... .!l 8 4Jc:3 d>.�19 h4,t 
10 g4f1� 11 e5 �hen 

has oomplete oontrol of 
< .... nT."". Alekhine -Andersen, 

Chicago 1933. 
b) 7 ... trf�8e5�9� 

10�::I: Tartakower -' 
Schwarzm.mn, 1929. 

0-0 

8 -'lxf6 
White quickly disposes of 

the knight on which is 
fundamental to Black's n ...... �ni .. "'y 

strategy undermining e4. In 
his analysis of the game, upon 

which these notes are based, 
Sveshnikov reveals his oppo
nent's intentions: 8 .Q.e3 1!e8 9 

.Q.d3 dS 10 �4 with an 
unclear position, e.g. 11 .Q.c4 
�4 or 11 -'lbS .Q.d7 12 a3 
�xd5!. 

8 t!txf6 
9 tbd2 

A quiet move maintaining 
White's spacial advantage. 
Sveshnikov prepares to castle 
queenside with a plan of 
f4 and or .Q.d3. 

Black is not willing to resign 
himself to a passive game, so 
he gives up a pawn to create 
active play. 

10 exdS lle8+ 
U -'1e2 �4 

Of oourse, 11 . . . .llg4 12 f3 
easily rebuffs the pin. 

12 0-0 (23) 
situation has 

now that White has extra 
pawn, so queenside castling is 
no longer desirable: o-o-O? 

4Jxe2+ 13 4Jxe2 � 14 4'Jd4 
tbxd2+ 15 b!xd2 with an equal 
game. 



12 .Q.h3?1 
method 

mi.S�Ul.c:1ed attempt to end 
quickly. A more 

way forward for Black 
is 12 .. . 4.Jxe2+ �b2 14 
�4 which gives White a 
advantage, according to �v2sh
nikov, due to the strong central 
............. , which limits the scope 

opposing bishop, and the 
possibility of bringing a rook to 
the open b-file. 

13 
A move would 

have allowed Black to unleash 
a winning series 

a) 13 �h1? 
.Q.xg2+ 15 � (15 
... � 16 �14.Jxe2+ 
is better. 

b) 13 gxh31 �e2 14 �3 (14 
4:Jf3+) 15 ... 15 �2 
when kingside 

been Shalttelred.. 
13 t§b6 

After . . .  �g6 White must 
still aa:ura.tely to avoid a 

a) 14.lld3? c£)e2+! (14 . . .  r:!,.e2? 
.Q.xg6 � .lle4 with 

idea. of W2;t) 15 �e2 
.llxg6 r:J.xg2+ 17 �h1 

b) 14 W2! �e2 15 (15 
4:13+-+) .. . �2 16 
!Jf5 17 !J]i.c2? 18 

�7!+-. 
14 �hl �e2 
15 �e2 .Qg4 
16 4Jg3 

White has emerged from the 
Opelrl.ing phase with the better 

game. His extra pawn is a 
factor since Black 

terrij)Oll"ary control of 
e-file in compensation. 

16 ne3 
If 16 ... 

knight to 
control e2, then White can 

go on the offensive: 17 f5! h4 18 
�g5;t hxg37? 19 20 �h6 
followed by mate. 

24 
B 

17 nul nuS 
18 h3 .lld7 
19 �h2 (24) 

Sveshnikov shows great 
mastery in his handling of this 

of the game. The key is 
mu:)ro"e one's 

tion while awaiting 
moment to exchange pieces. 

19 ... g6 
understandably gives 

the king an hole to 
any tactics 

involving back-rank mate as, 
for in the following 
sequence: 19 ... r:!.xel 20 �e1 
Yhxb2 !J]i.e8 t!je3 
� ... .lla4 23 �7+-; 22 ... 

23 �7 h6 �b7+-) 23 
c4! t!ja4 (23 ... �d7 24 �7) 24 
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� cS  
d6+-. 

� f6 26 tiJe7 � Zl 

20 �xe3 
�b4 

22 �b6 
23 c,J;g1 

�e3 
�b6 
axb6 

White has suc::cessfully 
managed to enter an 
with the still 
and maintains excellent chan
ces of victory. The ultimate aim 
is to create a passed pawn, but 
the immediate priority must 
to the effectiveness of 
the opposing rook. 

23 
24 � 
25 �2 
26 �e1 

lfif3 

hS 
h4 
.Q.bS 
�e4 

The lure of forking the 
rema1ning pieces is rightly 
rejected: �? �4+ 28 �3 
W1 with good of a 
draw. 

27 
28 b3 
29� 

fS 
.Q.e8 
lfif8 

30 �d1 
31 �d4 
32 �d4 

fle7 
�xd4 

Black's only was to 
hold onto the rook in hope of a 
swindle. Now the extra pawn 
together with influential knight 
is a lethal 

1ifid6 
33 c4 bS 
34 fle3 bxc4 
as bxc4 !JJ7 
36 �+ �S 
37 �c7 �c4 
38 d6 1-0 

Conclusion 

s ... 
.Q.xd4 and S ... .Q.b6 do not offer 
real chances of equality. These 
hannless continuations only 
really have merit for their 

value. The course 
action for Black in the 

Classical Variation is 5 ... tJJf6 6 
c3 4::Jge7. as in the fIrSt two 
chapters. 
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most common alternative 
asnlomlDle 5 �e3 is 

5 4'::P3 With which White 
hopes to aeate a space advan
tage and prevent the freeing ... 
dS. With precise play Black 

survive the opening 
stage but there a number of 
subtle which might 
out an opponent. 

VIUl der Wlel - Gulko 
Amsterdam 1987 

eS 
4)f3 � 
d4 exd4 

�cS 

lnte'.llds to molest the 
bishop and strive for a territ
orial advantage. 

S �b6 
6 

Gaining space on the queen
side and applying direct pres
sure to the bishop. The 1 ...... "",_ 

diate 6 is considered in 
game Atkinson -

Brander later in this chapter. 
6 aS11 (25) 

Of course, needs to 
aeate a on a7 for his 

25 
W 

bishop but this is not the 
correct way of 

as the as-pawn 
beoom.:!S a vulnerable target. 

reliable methods of 
the threat to the 

are 6 ... a6, and 6 ... 
which are .. """'cn""" ..... 

in this chapter. 
7 4)c3 
superficially attractive 7 

intending to exCJtlani�e 
allows Black to e\.ILJIAI.U:.c 

without difficulty: 7 .. . 
8 (8 �d3 d5!) 8 .. . 

cxb6 10 exdS 11 
�d5 12 .Q.d3 0-0 13 0-0 

van der Wiel - ""al' ....... 

Pine 1979. 
7 d6 

point Black has 
sometimes deviated but White 
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should still able to maintain 
a slight advantage: 

a) 7 n. 't!1f6 8 �2 and 
now: 

a1) 9 and now: 
9 ... �4 10 0-0-0 0-0 11 

f4 (11 g3 .Q;<e3+ 12 �± 
11 ... d5 12 

�6 14 Musil -
llievsky, Yugoslav Ch 1968. 

a1U) 9 ... .Q.xe3 10 � 0-0 11 
0-0-0 d6?! 12 4JbS! t£leS 13 f4 
�4 14 � .Q.d7 15 h3 .Q.xbS 16 
.Q.xbS ciJh6 17 g4 1-0 Benko -
Risse1en, Malaga 1969. 

a2) 9 4Jd5 � 10 exd5+ 
11 h6 12 g4 d6 13 £lg2 
14 c3 0-0-0 15 .Q.e3 .Q;<e3 16 
�5 17 o-o-o± Stupina -

VIner, USSR 1978. 
b) 7 . .. �e7 8 .QgS f6 9 .Q.h4 

0-0 10 � d6 11 0-0-0 .Q.e6 
(12 is a suggestion by 

Keres) 12 ... �8 13 .Q.f2 .Q;<f2  14 
� �± Radulov - Wester-
inen, 1969. 

8 4JdS JJ.a7 
9 JJ.b5 .Q.d7 
10 0-0 ci)eS 

The attempt to oust the 
dominant knight at dS to 
work: 10 ... Ci::J::e7 (to ... �e7 11 
.QgS!) 11 �g4! � (11 ••• d) 12 
�7 � 13 <£j4+-) 12 �7+ 
�7 13 4)xc7++-. 

tt JJ.d2! (26) 
White boldly allows the 

knight and bishop to be forked 
in return for a strong initiative. 
This new is a 

on 
continuation: 11 .Q;<d7+ �7 

JJ.xe3 13 4)xe3 li::J6 14 �e1 
0-0 15 I.etelier - Bron

26 
B 

Plata 1960. 

tt n .  li:J6 
If Black were to take up the 

gauntlet of White's 
novelty then the game 
come to an abrupt halt. For 
example: 11 ... d) 12 .Q.xa5 (12 
... �h4 13 CiJ;7+ Cl;e7 14 .Q.b4+-; 
12 ... .Q.xf2+ 13 � � 14 
4)xa5 � CiJ;J cxbS 16 
axbS+-) 13 .Q.c3 and now Black 
may try: 

a) 13 .. . cxbS?! 14 f4 (14 
15 16 15 

.Q;<g7 h6 16 fS �7 17 fxg6 �7 
18 gxf7+ � 19 �hS .Q.e6 20 
4J:l4+-. 

b) 13 ... f6 14 (14 ... 
dxe5?! 15 .Q.c4 cxd5 16 �dS 
ciJh6 17 Wdl+-) 15 f4! cxdS (15 ... 
exf4 16 4:J:l4; 15 ... cxb5 16 fxeS 
intending �+-) 16 fxeS 
dear advantage <>rvv .. .....'!i." ... 
van der Wiel. 

12 JJ.xaS 4jxdS 
13 exdS 

The reply, but 
White could also investigate 
another treatment of the posi-



tion: 13 .Q.xd7+ ttxd7 (13 .. . 
�dn! 14 ttxdS �h4 [14 .. . 
�8!?J 15 16 ttxc7+ 
� 17 �4+ 18 h3+-) 14 

c6 15 0-0 with ad-
vantage to White (van der 
WieD. 

.Q.xbS 
14 axbS 0-0 

No better is 14 ... �d7 15 b6! 
16 � 17 

18 19 �aB+ 
li::fl7 

15 .Q.c3 �g51 
A pawn down, Black activ-

ates queen in a futile bid 
compensation. fact, every 
possibility White in a 
sUperior position: 

a) 15 .. . �n 16 dxes 17 
c4. 

b) ... He8 16 
c) 15 ... �h4 16 .Q.d4! .Q.xd4 17 

�4. 
16 �xa7! (27) 

Suddenly, White unveils a 
tactical trick to destroy Black's 
lingering hopes. 

f4 tth6 
ttd4! 
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White to pile on the 
pressure, although 18 fxes 
would be enough to 

IArl'lntf"P victory in the 

The of mate on g7 
severely reduces Black's options 
and White can 

advantage to ...... ...,.vn�' .. 
kingside concessions. 
21 4Jd2 
22 .[Je4 1-0 

Black in view of 
threat of 23 24 
e.g. ... f6 23 

Instead of n. as, most 
mack prefer more 
solid 6 ... 00. However, even this 
is not of for the 
unwary, as the following game 
shows. 

S. Arkell - Gallagher 
Hastings 1987/88 

1 e4 
2 4)f3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4)xd4 .Q.c5 
5 .[Jb3 .Q.b6 
6 a4 aD 
7 .[Jc3 d6 

7 . . . �6 would trans-
pose after 8 � to the vari
ation 6 ... �6 7 �e2 a6 8 
which is discussed in game 
Djurovic Also worthy of 
consideration are: 

a) 7 ... c£:ge 7 and now: 
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at) 8 .QgS and now: 
aU) 8 ... 0-01! 9 <£yiS !J.a7 10 

4:16+! gxf6 n !J.xf6 � 12 trlthS 
<£yi8 13 trlth6 c£)e6 14 0-0-0 .Q.xf2 
15 ZId3 4Jg6 16 !!h3 .Q.h4 17 ZIxb4 
�4 18 �4 1-0 Botterill -
Thomas, British Ch 1974. 

aJ2) 8 ... £6 9 .Q.h4 0-0 10 tr!td2 
n 0-0-0 !J.d7 12 f 4 fr!Ib8 13 

<£yiS 4JxdS 14 exdS �7 15 
!J.a7 16 !J.d3 b6 17 ZIhel ZIe8 18 
ZIe2±. 

a2) 8 0-0 9 .QgS d6 10 
<£yiS !J.a7 11 Pasman -
Unzicker, Beer-Sheva 1984. 

aJ) 8 g3 d6 9 .Qg2 0-0 10 0-0 
fS n � !J.a7 12 as fxe4 13 
.Q.xe4 �S 14 tr!td7 15 !J.e3 
!J.xe3 16 4Jxe3 !J.xe4 ZIxe4 
ZIad8 18 c3 t£fS 19 �- Hart 
- Unzicker, Bundesliga 1990/91. 

b) 7 ... 4:16 8 .QgS d6 
now: 

bi) 9 as!? !J.a7 10 !J.e2 !J.e6 n 
0-0 h6 12 .Q.h4 13 .Qg3 hS 14 
h3;t - Ivanov, USSR 
1974. 

b2) 9 h6 10 !J.h4 <£yi4 11 
4Jxd4 .Q.xd4 12 trltd2 !J.eS (12 ... 
!J.a7? 13 �) 13 !J.d3 !J.e6 14 
!J.xc3 15 tr!txc3 4Jxe4 16 !J.xdB 
4Jxc3 !J.xc7 <£yiS 18 .Q.xd6 lld8 
19 !J.eS f6 20 fS and White is 
slightly better according to 
Botterill Harding. 

8 !J.e2 �6 
9 0-0 !J.e61! (28) 

A more logical move is 9 ... 
h6, ruling out any threat of 
!J.gS. 

10 {JdS! .Q.xdS 
has little choice but to 

28 
W 

trade off minor pieces, 0ther
wise his position would 
d.eb�OI:ate even further: 

a) 10 n. !J.a7 U .Q.xdS 12 
exd5 �S 13 c4;t . 

b) 10 ... U cxb6 12 
<£yi4 4Jxd4 13 14 �4 

15 �b4 and White is better 
according to Susan Mell. 

n exdS li::Je7 
12 

Maintaining the strongpoint 
at It is easier for White to 
fOml a plan in this position 
� advantage 
enables easy be-
hind the pawn Having 
given up the bishop pair Black 
faces a difficult task as there 
are no obvious in the 
opposing camp. 

12 . . .  0-0 
13 {Jd4 h6 
14 l:1a3! 
rook is poised to swing 

aaoss to kingside to aid 
the impending assault. This is a 
regular feature of lines involv-

an of the a-BaWD 
is overlooked 

opponent. 



14 �7 
15 �f3 (29) 

The threat of 16 .Q.xh6 gxh6 
17 �6 is transparent, but 
Black is forced to further 
disrupt his piece fonnation to 
deal with it. 

15 ... 4Je4 
16 �f4 4JgS 

If 16 ... 4JcS 17 b3! and Black's 
forces are congested on the 
queenside while White is well 
placed to conduct a lethal 
attack. 

17 h4 t;Jh7 
18 �d3 

Now White's control of the 
b1-h7 diagonal becomes an 
important issue. Black must try 
to block it while White can 
even consider the direct ap
proach of -'l,b1 and � to add 
to the pressure. 

18 . . .  � 
19 SlfS the7 

After 19 ... �d8? 20 -'l,xg6 
fxe6 21 4Je6  White wins. 

20 �e1 4JeS 
21 Slb1 Slxd4 
22 �xd4 

White has to be careful to 
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avoid the diabolical trap 22 
�d4? 4Jf'3+! 21 � �e1+-+. 

30 
B 

22 �7 
23 tJJc2 fS 
24 �f4 (30) 

Now that White has man
aged to force a concession with 
21 ... fS, this weak. point is 
attacked by the roving rook. 

24 ... �ae8 
25 �e3 

A necessary precaution in 
view of the dangerous 2S ... 

41'3+. 
2S . . . �6 

The f-pawn must fall what
ever precautionary measures 
are taken: 2S ... g6 26 hS !tj6 27 
hxg6 c£Je4 28 f3 and Black is 
busted. 

26 �xfS �xe3 
27 Slxe3 liJf6 

The grim reality of Black's 
position has become somewhat 
clearer. He is a pawn down and 
facing an attack based on the 
two powerful bishops. The 
immediate problem is that 27 ... 
�4 is well met by 28 �4! gS 
� �7+ �7 30 -'l,xh7++-. 

28 hS 4jeS 
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29 .Q.d4 �e8 
30 f3 

This restricts the 
��� �� �d 
prepares a future g4 to 
guard the hS-pawn. 

30 . • .  b6 
31 b4 �e4 
32 nxt'6! 

A aushing response to 
Black's idea of 32 �c4 �e1+ 
�h2 �1. Now 32 . . .  gxf6 

�g6+ is decislv'e. 
32 
33 � �xbl 
34 rIg6 

In to avoid a on 
king's knight after 8 ... c:£j6, 
Black often develops this piece 
on e7 instead. lhis idea has 

played fonner 
World Champion Mikhail 
amongst others, as we see in 
the next game. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Ivanovle - Tal 
USSR 1979 

e4 
� 
exd4 

�d4 .Q.c5 
4)b3 .Q.b6 
a,4 

adventlJrollS 6 . . .  �h4 is 
flawed as the queen � 
rebuffed with gain of tempi. 
After 7 �e2 Black may play: 

a) 7 ... 8 as 4Jd4 9 �d4 
!txd4 10 (10 c3 !tcS 11 b4 
!te7 12 4Jd2;;t Michel - Mengar-

ini, St. Martin 1991) 10 ." !tcS 11 
�c4 d6 12 eS+- Estrin - Berezln, 
USSR 19S3. 

b) 7 ... 
!tcS 10 !too 11 �cS dxcS 
12 0-0 0-0 13 c3 !too 14 
Damj�o�c - Kolarav, 1964. 

7 � d6 
8 !te2 

White's other possibilities do 
not make much of � impres
sion: 

a) 8 4Jd5 !ta7 9 !te2 c:£j6 10 
0-0 (to ,(lgS? !txf2+ 11 �1 �dS! 
12 �5 f6 is slightly better for 
Black to Keres) 10 ... 

12 0-0 
13 

b) 8 !too 9 !te3 .Q.xe3 10 
�3 !txb3! 11 cxb3 c:£j6 12 !tc4 
0-0 13 0-0 �ad1 'itde7 15 
� aS 16 17 
18 thf2 c6 19 20 �b6 
�8 21 �d8 �exd8 �ed2 d5 
23 exdS �xdS 24 .Q.xdS �dS 
'+.l-1l2 Botterill - Perkins, British 
Ch 1974. 

c) 8 as !ta7 9 !te2 h6 10 0-0 
c:£j6 0-0 12 f4 �e8 13 !tf3 
!too 14 15 h3 16 
�h2 �7 17 � 18 g3 !tc6 
19 �d3 c:£j8 20 !td2 '+.l-1l2 Ljubo
je�c - Portisch, Amsterdam 
1981. 

8 {)ge7 (31) 
Black � also try the 

relatively untested 8 ... thh4!? 9 
0-0 4Jge7 10 as !ta7 11 �a4 (11 
4)l5!1) 11 . .. �S 4Jd4 !td7 
�a3 0-0- - Il1agkva. 
Moscow 1972. 



31 
W 

�s 
White increases the pressure 

advancing his knight, ex
ploiting the 

11 h6 
The most acclU'ate continu

ation. After the weaker 11 ... 
�d5?! 12 exdS c£JeS White 

the position 
play similar to the main 

game S. Arkell - Gallagher. 
12 -'te3 .Q.xe3 
13 4Jxe3 0-0 

0-0 
15 cJ 

White now on a 
plan of 
knight into centre to 
and By llLIU�� 
the move c3 White 
option of plaYing cxd4 
were to exchange on d4, in
creasing his central control. 

15 ... fS 
Also possible is the prelim-

inary ... 1:Xae8, in to 
game continuation. 

16 exf5 4JxfS 
17 �xfS (32) 

Classical Variation: 43 

18 4Jd4! 
flne pawn is 

only way for White to gain 
the initiative. 

18 ... 4Jxd4 
Black declines the nrh..---l 

material in view of the ....., .... 'u ... v 

that White's pieces would 
enjoy, and in particular the 
influence of the white bishop 

the around 
king are so For ex-

ample: 18 ... 1:XxaS 19 1:XxaS 4Jxa.S 
20 � 'l!Jxe6 21 1:Xel! thf7 (21 ... 

22 .Q.c4!+-) 22 tbb3 23 
(with the h3 and 
23 ... 4Jc6 . . .  �8?? 24 

tbxf8+ �8 2S mate) 24 
'i'bfS, intending 2S f4, when 
White stands better since 
black queen must control fl, 

24 . . .  'l!Jxb2 2S �h8 26 
!:!xe8 Z1 �h7 28 

� mate. 
19 
20 
21 I!fel 

I!dS 
c6 

chooses to contest 
rn1"l1"rnl of 

Black 
staked a claim on 



Classical Variation: 5 tf:PJ 

21 • • •  .Q.f5 
22 *4 g5 

In desire to conlPllc::ate 
matters This 
pawn lunge tries to limit the 
damage of the impending .Q.c4 
but fails to help. The alterna
tive was also 
hn�"pvf"1'! 22 ... �h8 23 
24 25 I1xeS 
� winning a pawn. The 
long-term drawback of 22 . .. gS 
is that black king is exposed. 

23 �g3 �h7 
h4 gxh4 

Also very unpleasant was 24 
25 .Q.c4 gxh4 26 �4 

33 
W 

�e7++-. 
25 �4 
26 .Q.h5! 
27 .Q.xg6+ 

28 f4! 

lIe8 
.Q.g6 
lJixg6 (33) 

A timely to prevent 
28 . .. after which 
doubled rooks would offer 
reasonable drawing chances. 

28 . . .  Ild3 
If 28 ... lIfS White is 

to infiltrate the of 
camp: 29 �e8 30 

�el t/id7 31 �e7 and 32 t/ig4++-. 

29 f5+1 
30 .h5 

�h7 

The attack rapidly be-
come With the help 
the f-pawn White is able to 
take control of the and 
simultaneously threatens 31 
t/ig6+. 

30 
31 I:Ixel 
32 f6 

nxel+ 
!1g3 
1-0 

Instead of 6 ... or 6 ... 
Black can delay 
fence of his bishop by launching 
a counter-attack with 6 . .. t¥6. 
Of course, after 7 t/ie2 Black 
stlll has to make a decision 

his bishop but the 
addition of the two queen 
moves leads to sharper play as 
White usually attempts to use 

e-file for an early attack 
but cannot imr.nediate:ly 

king's bishop into 

Djurovic - Bajlc 
Novi Sad Open 1988 

1 e4 
2 �3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4)xd4 .Q.cS 
S 4Jb3 .Q.b6 
6 *6 

This queen move is Black's 
most active choice here. 

7 t/ie2 a6 (34) 

attractive: 
a) 7 . .. as 8 i)::J �e7 9 .Q.e3 

and now: 



aD 9 , .. 4Jb4 10 o-o-o!? 0-0 11 
g3 �xe3+ 12 �e3 d6 13 .Qg2 �e6 
14 4:Jd4 � 15 Johansson 

Jansson, COlT 1969. 
9 n. 10 �e3 11 

0-0-0 d6 12 �e6 13 �xb3 
14 cxb3± Prandstetter - Her
nandez, Cienfuegos 19&3. 

b) 7 ... Ue7 8 as 9 
�d4 �xd4 10 �cS! (10 ... 
�eS 11 g3 en 12 .Qg2 0-0 13 0-0 
dS al)! bxa6 15 exdS 16 
� �c7 17 4je4±) 11 eS!? then 
12 � Damjanovic -
Barczay, Tallinn 1969. 

34 
W 

3S 
B 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 

�3 Ue7 
4Jd5 .{)xdS 
exdS+ �7 
as �a7 
h4 (35) 

Classical Variation: 5 t£P3 4S 

lhis is one the most 
crucial positions in the theory 
of the Scotch. The White plan 
is based 

using space adVantage 
manoeuvre his 
optimum squares. Usually 
White will his 

via a4, although 
the drawback the 

white king will remain in the 
centre. Clearly Black's counter
play will revolve around the 
exposed white d5-pawn, par

if White advances on 
the kingside without adequate 
preparation. 

12 . • .  

To 13 .Qg5. Other 
moves are risky for Black: 

a) 12 .. . o-o? 13 .Qg5 �b2 14 
�e8 15 I\tldl! d6 16 �f6 
17 !txf2 18 .Q,d4+

Barczay Sapi, Budapest 1964. 
b) 12 . .. d6 13 k!a4! and now: 
bt) 13 ... �d7? 14 W4 !Jf5 (14 

15 k!e4 16 -'lgS) 15 g4 
16 Bastrikov -

Formin, USSR 1955. 
b2) 13 . .. 0-0 14 W4 !Jf5 15 

�a.e8 16 gxf5 (16 �1 t!!JeS 17 
�e5 dxe5 18 �5 19 
gxfS+- Bebchuk -
USSR 1963) 16 ... �dS �e4 

18 4je3+ 19 .Q.xe3 
20 �b2 �d3+-

van Wiel - Hilversum 
1987. 

b3) 13 ... t!!Jf5 14 k!e4! .{1xf2+ 
� �d5+ 16 � !Jf5 17 (17 

� 18 � 'lJxe7 19 �e2 



46 Variation: Sf)b3 

\J}f8 20 W1 .Qg6 21 �S; 
Pant.a7.i - Balshan, 1968) 17 
... � (17 . . .  'fJJxaS 18 �e71o �8 
19 g4+-) 18 �8 19 
<.intending 20 W 4 and b4) 19 ... 

20 �e4 21 
22 tbxf2 �4+ 23 .Q.d3 t/ic6 

24 tI1xf7 t/ixg21o 2S � h6 26 
WI bS 27 .Qg6 t/ig31o 28 Bf3 
the1+ 29 .Q.d2 b4+ 30 � 31 

'fJ.e7 32 1-0 Stoica -
Orlowski, Poland 1970. 

b4) 13 ... .Q.fS 14 g4 .Qg6 15 hS 
0-0-0 16 .Qg2 'f}"he8 17 .Q.e3 and 
White is slightly better <>lYVwri
ing to Kaikamdzhozov. 

c) 12 . .. t/id6 13 .QgS (13 
[13 . .. t/1xd5 14 'fJ.e4] 14 .Q,f4) 

13 ... h6 14 .Q.d2 t/ixd5 15 0-0-0 
tI1e6 16 �6 17 � 18 
tflJxc7 19 tI1c4 'f}"h3 
0-0 21 g4! with good play on 
the kingside, Tnnofeyeva -
Dmitrieva., USSR 1958. 

13 .Q.d2 
is currently the most 

topical continuation. 
alternative, 13 'fJ.a4, 
��ad m U�;W4W� 
popularity but not appear 
to set Black as many problems 
as 13 .Q.d2: 

a) 13 .. . �S? 14 
'fJ.e4 .Q.cS 16 
t/ixc2 (17 . . .  18 'f}"h3 �8 19 

tI1f6 20 .Q.c3+ -) 18 
19 'fJ.e3 tI1xb2 20 .Q.c3 

21 1-0 Botterill - Bellinger, 
London 1973. 

b) 13 . . . �8!? 14 g4 04 W4!?) 
14 .. . 'fl"e8 15 'fl"e4 t/ig6 16 .Qg2?! 

17 hS tI1f7 18 gxfS d6 19 0-0 

t/ixe8 21 
(White's pawns are 

Hultquist Wikstrom, 
Corr 1973. 

c) 13 '" 0-0 14 g4 and now: 
cD 14 .. .  15 g5 
16 .Qg2 17 0-0 18 

and White is winning 
according to Botterill and 
Harding; 15 ... 16 .Qg2) 16 
t/ixe7! t/1xhl 17 t/igl 18 

c2) 14 ... d6 15 gS (15 ... 
16 .Qg2 17 4):14 t/ieS 

dxeS 19 .Q.xdS .Q.xd4 20 
Botterill and Harding 

assess as equal) 16 t/ixdS 17 
c4 t/ic6 18 &1 t£:g6 gxh6 .Q,fS 
20 .Qg2 t/ia4 21 hS t/ixb3 22 hxg6 
.Q.xg6 23 bxg7 �7 24 .Q.d2 tI1a4 

.Q.c31o f6 'fJ.e 7 + 'fJf7 
.Q.xf6++- Bebchuk - Sazonov, 
USSR 1962. 

c3) 14 ... 
gxh6 'f}"e8 
tI1e7 19 
(20 .. . �g7? 21 

15 gS tI1d8!? 16 
�e4 18 

20 hxg7 
\t}h8 22 

.Q.c4 gives White a winning 
advantage <>lYV,'l"tiit",,, to Botterill 
and Harding) 21 22 .Q.e3 
.o.xd3 24 � 
(Hultquist Kretschmar, Carr 
1982) 24 .. . (]xP',i1o-

13 . . .  0-0 
absolute test of White's 

plan is to snatch the b-pawn: 13 
.. . tI1xb2 t/ixc2 15 (15 
I!a4!? Brat) 15 . . .  �S 16 .Q.b4 

17 � 18 t/ie6 
t/1xf2± (Black only has 

remote chances of mobilizlng 
his pawns in any endgame) 



Classical V..,ri::,til1,n· 

Klein Corr 1973. It checks which 
might be more prudent to play the inevitable. 
16 ... d6 17 -'l,d7 with an 

to 36 
B 

sequence 
considered in 
Djurovic - Fercec. 

14 
15 0-0-0 

Now White 
attacking 
menacingly 
g-and h-pawns, 

is 

of his pieces are well c0-
ordinated to a path 
through to In con-
trast, Black grave difficul-
ties developing, and is forced 
to the hot n-.... �wn 

15 ... 
16 

A wonderfully direct 
cept; White 

of 
tmdertake a ma1:mg .................. 

16 • . .  �dS 
17 �g4 g6 

UUT "v...." 17 ... f6 fails to 
18 -'l,c4+-. 

18 
19 

White whole 
board The 20 hS 
forces Black into a desperate 
and barrage of 

19 
20 'b)f6 
21 � 
22 
23 �1 
24 � 
2S �1 
26 -'l,ft 
27 \ttbl 

Now that 
run out, Black is obliged to give 
up his queen. 

28 bxc3 
29 �4 
30 �c4 
31 �xf7 

Having seen 
White's attack 
less 13 . . .  0-0 14 

mack's best rh:.t'<> ... ,.,.. 

-'l,e3 tw4, as in 

d6 
�4 
c5 

Djurovic - tiet'DI'!C 
Novi Sad Open 

1 e4 e5 
2 �3 



48 Cla&ti1lc:sJ. Variation: 

37 
W 

3 d4 
4 �4 
5 �b3 
6 a4 
7 t!te2 
8 � 

9 �5 

exd4 
.Q.c5 
.Q.b6 
tbf6 
a6 
�e7 (37) 

b) 9 .. . 4:Jd4 10 eS t§tg6 11 
4Jxd4 .Q.xd4 12 .Q..xc3+ 13 
bxc3 0-0+ Neishtadt - Golubev, 

1955. 
9 �d5 
10 excl5+ 1i:Je7 
11 as .Q.a7 
12 h4 h6 
13 .Q.d2 

Apart from 13 (see the 
notes to previous game) 
White experimented 
with aggressive-looking 13 
g4, although it appears that 
White cannot really hope for 
more than equality with this: 

a) 13 ... o-o?! 14 g5 t§tfS 15 
� 

is the most acc:urate 18 
move in this position as after 9 Postnikova, USSR 1963. 
as White can only hope for a b) 13 .. . �! 14 !ld2 �dS 15 
transposition at best: � t§te6 16 d6 17 0-0-0 0-0 

a) 9 '" !la7 now: 18 t§td2 !lxe3 �3 t§tg6 g5 
at) 10 �S transposes to the hxgS 21 hxgS �5 !ld3 � 

main game after 10 ... 4Jxd5 11 (after ... 4Jf5! Black is 
exd5+ �7. slightly better aa::ording to 

a2) 10 !le3 .Q.xe3 11 �e3 d6 Aroninl � !ld7 24 �1 !lc6 
(11 ... 0-0 12 .Q.d3 d6 13 0-0 .Q.e6 25 (25 ••. �?? 26 
14 � �8 £4 t§th6! 16 � ;IDt8+ 4Jxh8 27 .Q.h7 mate) 26 

17 g3 �4!; Musil - Donner, �S fxgS 27 .Q.xg6 !lxhl 28 
Busum 1968) 12 0-0-0 0-0 13 gxw �2 Padevsky -
!le2 .Q.e6 14 � .Q..xdS 15 Reshevsky, Tel Aviv 1964. 
� 16 f4 c£JSg6 17 g3 18 Hannless is 13 ;IDt3 -'1gS? 
� � 19 .Q.d3 4:Je3 20 �d2 14 hxg5 ttxf2+!-+) 13 ... d6 

21 twf3 � 22 c3 1124 0-0 15 c4 !ld7; 
ijubojevic - Karpov, Bugojno &ni, Prague 1956. 
1980. 13 

10 h4 �4 11 4Jxd4 .Q..xd4 14 .Q.c3 
d6 

12 d6 13 -'1gS t§te5 14 �3 Here �a4 is tame as 14 ... 
.Q.e6 15 f4 twcS 16 .Q..xe7 Wx.e7 17 fJfS out any attacking 
f5 .Q.c4 18 t§tfJ- - notions, e.g. 15 g4 .Q..xc2 16 !lc3 
Matseak, Kirghizian Ch 1966. or 15!lc3 � 161ili'd1- . 



38 
W 

14 tbf4 (38) 

15 g3 

tion to equal on 
variation 15 1l,xg7 .:E!g8 16 g3 (16 

16 ... �+ 17 �  
18 �2 ftxg7- . How-

ever, g3 completely ChaillgE�S 
the situation, for when 
pawn falls Black cannot 
ture one of White's .k.iJligsicle 

has to settle the 
leaving White with a 

pawn majority on the 
kingslde. 

15 ... 
16 �g4 
17 .Q.xg7 

saaif'ices 

ttg4 
.Q.xg4 
fIg8?! 

L18,SS1C'8l Variation: S.fJb3 

to White 
., .. n....,.;" ... pawn structure) 

n. !!d8 28 .Q.hS+ 
28 .o.hS+ �8 29 

30 .o.xe8 �e8 31 
� 33 \!tf4 b6 

3S c4 bS 36 cxbS 
b4 38 �4 fS 39 

- Brockel, Carr 1988. 
18 .Q.xh6 4)xd5 
19 .Q.h3 �b4 
20 �cl 0-0-0 

.Q.d2 
an initiative, but 

it is temporary and White 
quickly consolidates. Although 
his still lies in the centre 

.... ...,"'6 •• time to ""' ....... u'"' 

it to via fl-g2. 

39 
W 

� 
22 .o.xg4+ �xg4 

�1 �e5 
�2 �dg8 (39) 

It is necessary to IHVIUILI..!.<"" 

the pawns. For this 
purpose the rook on h3 is 
ideally guarding g3 
maintaining for the h-
pawn. 

25 ...  fS 



50 Sf}b3 

26 f3 nc4 
21 h5 f4 

h6 .Q.e3 
29 h1 nh8 
30 .Q.xe3 fxe3 
31 f4 4)g4 

� 
It is not necessary to cal-

culate the exact consequences 
up the h-pawn for the 
since White's passed 

pawns have a dear 
road to promotion 

32 <i)f6 
nxh1 

Itxh1 4Jxh1 
�3 dS 
� Ita4 
Ith1 

now more or less 
runs its course; White's rook 

the black knight to a 
position and then he is 

to advance his passed 
pawns to their queening 
squares. 

<i)f6 
nh6 4Je8 

39 !VI7 <i)f6 
40 Itf7 �S 

b3 
is met by 42 

c3 which the rook must 
the fourth rank and 

can play g4 in safety. 
1-0 

Although White invariably 
LOIn .. ,,,,,,, 4 ... .Q.c5 5 4Jb3 .Q.b6 

6 a4 he does occasionally 
to without this move, 

""''''''''''' ... '' Black should be able 

to an equal game with-
out too many difficulties, not-

the of the 
next game . 

Atkinson - Brandner 
1989 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jc6 
3 exd4 
4 .Q.cS 
5 .Q.b6 

5 ... is worthy 
disrupting White's 

After 6 c3 .Q.e7 
White may play: 

a'J 7  ctf6 8 fJ.g2 0-0 9 0-0 
10 d6 11 h3 .Q.f8 12 c£J1d2 

g6 t3 fJ.g7 14 �h2± Grot-
kov - Agler 1969. 

b) 7 �6 8 g3 �e7 9 
0-0 10 0-0 d6 11 4J:i3 .Q.d7 
4:)xd4 13 cxd4 c5 (Raclulov 

1970) 14 .Q.e3 

d6 8 {)1d2 li:i6 9 
0-0 11 net .Q.f8 
13 �± Pfleger -

Montilla 1973. 
8 4):3  0-0 (8 ... 

9 .Q.e2 ne8 10 f3 
as (S. Ivanovic - Petrosian, 
USSR 1979) 11 0-0 a4 12 4Jd4 

13 
e) 7 d6 8 .Q.d3 and now: 
eO 8 ... .Q.h4+!? 9 g3 .Q.f6 10 

11 h3 12 � gxf4 13 
14 .Q.h4+ 15 .Q.f2 

l,Iz....t.2 HUbner -

SpaiSSky, linares 1985. 
8 ... 9 � 0-0 10 



4Jld2 He8 11 0-0 .Qf8 12 �± 
Santo Roman - Kharitonov, 
Royan 1988. 

Instead of 6 c3, White can 
6 �d2 as!? 7 a3 �e7 8 

9 �  0-0 10 �b5 dS 11 
exdS 12 0-0 .Qg4 13 �e2 
�2 14 �e2 4jxc2 15 Had! 
�4 16 thbS �xd5 17 4jxd5 

Smirln - Khalifman, USSR 
1990. 

Less good is the timid 5 ... 
�e7?! 6 g3 �6 7 .Qg2 0-0 8 0-0 
He8 9 h3 as 10 a4± Bastrikov -
Bannik, USSR 1952. 

(, 4)c3 
Naturally, even after this 

move White can still seek to 
traJ:lSpose into other lines by an 
early a4, but usually this move 
lndilcatJes a desire to avoid the 

1-f"t"'lrV'l,'1", ... main lines. Not so 
is 6 c4?! d6 7 � �h4! 8 

9 cS dxcS 10 �e3 t£ge7 11 
.Qg2 4je5+ Estrin -

USSR 1950. 
(, .£\ge 7 (40) 

As we have seen earlier in 
chapter (with a4 and ... a6 

piayed), Black's most 
means of development 

is this knight move, avoiding 
the pin which might follow an 
early ... �6. The alternatives 
are: 

a) 6 ... �6 7 �f4 (7 .QgS d6 8 
� h6 9 �e3 0-0 10 0-0-0 �e7 
11 f3 �xe3 12 �e3± Radulov -
Matanovic, Helsinki 1972) 7 ... 
d6 8 � and now: 

a1) 8 ... �e6 and now: 
aID 9 0-0-0 h61! 10 �b5 {)h5 

Classical Variation: 5 tfP3 51 

to 
Kapic, Corr 1984. 

a12) 9 �b5 a6 10 �c6+ bxc6 
11 0-0 0-0 12 Had1 �c4 13 mel 
t£g4 14 �f6 .Qg3 �5 16 
b3 

a4) 8 n .  0-0 9 
0-0-0 t£g61! (to ... 

12 h4! 
�gS!1 c£:f8 

�e6 10 
12 �e2 

c6 
17 

- Besada, 



Classical Variatiorn: 

of queen's rook here] 10 n. exf5 .Q.xf5 (41) 
h6 11 t!tfg6 12 .Q.d2 t!tfg4-
- Matanovic, Vienna 1986) 8 .. . 41 
t£)::i4 9 t!tfd2 ciJxb3 10 .Q.xe3 w 
11 t!tfxe3 4:J:6 12 t£)::iS �2 13 

0-0 14 .Q.d3 Ut4 15 0-0 4Je6 
16 �h8 17 .Q.xh7 1-0 Chibur
danidze - Malaniuk, Kusadasi 
1990. 

7 .Q.e2 d6 
8 0-0 0-0 
9 .Qg5 

It is necessary to activate the 
..... "' .......... in to diminish 

of ... f5. The careless 
9.:iJa41! allows Black to open the 
f-file rapidly marshal his 
forces towards kingside: 
9 . . . fS 10 ciJxb6 axb6 11 exfS 
ciJxfS 12 !Jf3 t!tff6 13 c3 .Q.e6 14 
.Q.e4 � 1S .Q.c2 .Q.c4 16 :!::Xe1 �4 
17 .Q.e3 .Q.dS 18 ttlbl ciJxg2! 19 
.Q.xh7+ �h8 20 .Qg6 t!tff3 21 t£)::i2 
t!tfg4 22 <£jf4+!! 0-1 Mathe -
Yakovich, Kecskemet 1991. 

9 £6 
10 .Q.h4 U6 
U .Qg3 a6 

The bishop is given an es
cape square in case 

12 �hl 

14 4Jd5 .Q.a7 
A roughly equal position 

arisen in White's ,"""",r.,.. 

freedom movement is 
counterbalanced by Black's play 
on the f-file. White now con

rooks as quickly as 
he any 
to unless 

Black mishandles things. 
15 �d2 �h8 
16 i*d7 

.Q.h5 �51! 
A careless move which 

White a lasting initiative. Black 
aims to block the but 
this swp� the 
white f-pawn to Al-
though the pawn on f4 blocks 
the white bishop on g3, this is 
a secondary factor relative to 
his control over e-file. 
Much more satisfactory was 
the solid 17 ... :!::Xae8. 

18 f4! 4Jc6 
An move to 

have to but cannot 
afford to lose control of the 

18 ... 19 
�8 



winning. 
19 kte2 �e7 
20 liJxe 7 liJxe 7 
2t l:!fe1 �8 
22 4Jd4 

A remarkable 
has occurred since the 

White has 
............ t ...... 1 of the e-fIle and now 
brings his offside knight into 
the battle for the e6-square. 

22 ... .Qg4?! 
Under Black 

to trade bishops 
it to be excnangea 

for the knight. 
23 ,Q,xg4 �g4 
24 � ktf6 

It is pointless to try 
preserve the c-pawn: 24 ... 

US WfB 26 �S 27 
ttxb7+-. 

liJxc7 
26 �5 
27 �d3 

!th6 

easily defends agaJlnSt 
of 27 . . .  fxg3. 

27 
28 /i:y.!7 
29 !txe7 

30 �c3! 

�h5 
liJxe7 
,Q,f2 (42) 

Classical Variation: 

In a tense "' ............. v'U, 

finds a surprising way 
ralising Black's activity, 

53 

the weakness of his opponent's 
rank to create 

30 
31 !t1e2 
32 �3 
33 c3  
34 �e3 
35 a3 
36 �e4 

With an extra pawn 
mobile rooks, White is happy 
to settle for the "' ... "Ii ...... 

36 
37 !t7xe4 
38 !tf2 
39 !to 
40 \fJg1 
41 �2 
42 !td4 
43 l:!fd3 

!t7f6 

The weakness of 
pawn formation fInally 

1-0 

Conclusion 

main lines of the S 
line are far from harmless 
Black unless is 

against them. 
course is to follow 

game B. Ivanovic - Tal as both 
6 ... as and 6 ... �f6 are risky 
ways of meeting 6 a4. 
variation 6 4:Jc3 is 
dangerous as Black has many 
more options than in 6 
variations. 



5 Classical Variation: 5 4Jf5 

This is practlcally the Dutch 
Grandmaster Tunman's 
patent as 
the few top-class .... � .. J' � �  

plays it regularly, with excel
lent practlcal results. Black is 

to disrupt his formation 
threat 

to g7-pawn, after which 
White relocates his knight to 
e3 in order to occupy the im

Of course, 
knight manoeuvres do 

take several moves to carry out 
and Black may be able to use 
this time to create counrerpl.i\Y 

TImman - Smyslov 
Bugojno 1984 

1 e4 eS 
2 �3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 �d4 .Q.cS 
5 �S (43) 
5 g6 

this move the knight is 
farad to retreat immediately 
and Black can get on with the 
job of developing 
However, dark squares 
.... v ......... the king are now 
permanently weak as the 

bishop is not able to take up its 
natural outpost on If White 
can infIltrate these squares 
then Black's position will 
quickly fall It is no:>rt':::ln� 
curious no one 
dared to test with an 
old analysis given by Steinitz in 
Modern Chess Instructor which 
runs 5 ... 6 4Jxg7+ l1if8 7 

�h4 8 �6 9 � 
10 h3 �8 an initiative for 
Black. Practical examples 
this variation tend to be in 

S .. . dS 6 
(6 exdS? .Q,xfS 7 dxc6 
6 . .. 7 4JhS (7 �dS 
emS c£Jb4-+;  7 exdS 
dxc6 .Q,xf2+; 7 
�h4) 7 ... �h4 8 
now: 

a) 9 �d2? {jg4 10 �dS 



.Q.xf2+ 11 � 4:f6!-+ Ivanovic -

Pinter, Plovdiv 1979. 
b) 9 .Q.e2 4JeS 10 .Q.e3 .Q.xe3 11 

fxe3 �8 12 N1 � 13 Hxf6 
tbxg3+ 14 � .Qg4 15 .Q.xg4 
1,Xxg4 0-1 Prudhomme - Jacobs, 
Cappelle la Grande 1989. 

On this evidence it is pro
bably best to leave the g-pawn 
alone: 6 c:£Jc3! .Q.xfS (6 . . .  dxe4?! 
7 4Jxg7+ \tIf8 8 �d8+ c£ixd8 9 
�e4±) 7 exfS d4 8 4Je4 with 
an unclear position. 

Another major alternative 
for mack is 5 ... d6 when White 
probably does best to decline 
the offer of the pawn: 

a) 6 4Jxg7+ \t)fS 7 c£JhS (7 4:fS 
.Q.xfS 8 exfS t!YhH) 7 . . .  t!Yh4 8 
�3 4:f6 (8 . . .  t!Yf'6!? 9 t!Yd2 hS 
10 t!Yf'4 h4 11 4Je2 h3 12 t£Jbc3 
t.£P4 13 � .Q.xf2+ Yakovich -
Barle, Berne 1992) 9.Q.e2 4JeS and 
now: 

at) 10 fJ? and now: 
aU) 10 . . .  4Jeg4? 11 fxg4 �e4 

12 t!YdS! fS 13 N1 4:f6 14 HxfS± 
Tunman - Handoko, Zagreb 
1985. 

a12) 10 ... �8 11 � (11 t!Yd2 
�3 12 t!Yh6+ t!Yxh6 13 .Q.xh6+ 
�7; 11 \tIfl? �3 12 t!Ye1 4:JhS 13 
c:£Jc3 t!Yh3!-+) 11 . . .  dS 12 c:£Jc3 .Q.e6 
intending ... �d8+ . 

a13) 10 ... 4:JhS! 11 \f)d2 (11 t!Yd2 
h6!+ )  11 . . . �g3 12 hxg3 
tbxg3+ . 

a2) 10 �d2 .Q.xf2+!+ . 
a3) 10 b4 .Q.xb4+ 11 c3 .Q.cS 12 

.Q.a3 �e4 13 .Q.xcS �cS+ 
Tunman - Bonn, Netherlands 
1985. 

Classical Variation: S €IS 55 

a4) 10 c:£Jc3 4:fg4 11 .Q.xg4 
�g4 12 N1 �8 13 �4 4:Jxh2 
14 �cS �1 1S �1 1,Xxg3 16 
fxg3 t!Yh1+ 17 \t)f2 �dt 18 .Q.h6+ 
�7 19 1,Xxdt dxcS 20 .Q.f4 .Qg4 
1J:z4 Tunman - Karpov, Brus
sels (exhibition game) 1988. 

b) 6 4Je3 and now: 
btl 6 . . .  t!Yf'6 7 c:£Jc3 .Q.e6 (7 ... 

�e 7 8 .Q.d3 transposes to the 
main game) 8 .Q.e2 (8 .Q.d3!?) 8 ... 
�e7 9 0-0 0-0 10 �h1= Schulz 
- Herbrechtsmeir, Bundesliga 
1984/85. 

bz) 6 . . .  4:f6 7 c:£Jc3 0-0 8 .Q.d3 
4JeS 9 0-0 c6 10 �4 .Q.b4 11 f4 
�d3 12 cxd3 bS?! (12 . .. dS! 13 
a3! .Q.e7 14 eS 4Je8co) 13 c:£Jc3 
�e8 14 t!YfJ .Q.cS 15 �hl± Wu 
Xibin - Thorsteins, China 1985. 

The final alternative, S . . .  
t!Yf'6, is discussed in the next 
illustrative game. 

6 4Je3 4Jf6 
7 4Jc3 0-0 

Black chooses to delay 
moving the d-pawn in order to 
keep his options open. In 
Ivanovic - Plachetka, Naleczow 
1979, Black played the imme

diate 7 ... d6 without success: 8 
.Q.d3 �e6 9 0-0 4JeS 10 .Q.e2 t!Yd7 
11 �h1 4Jeg4 12 4JedS c6 13 
b4+-. 

8 .Q.d3 I!e8 
9 0-0 

Although White has not yet 
revealed his middlegame inten
tions, he can dearly hope to 
develop an attack with �S, 
�h1 and f4 as Black has no way 
of freeing his game. 



56 Classical Variation: 5 <fJfS 

9 �5 
It is surprising to fmd that 

this identical position arose in a 
master game soon after 
opening was first tntJ:"O<lUceC1. 
On that occasion Black chose a 
weaker path, and White's attack 
developed automatically: 9 ... 
.Q.d4?! 10 �5� 11 �dS d6 
12 c3 �7 13 f4 C£:J=7 14 fS! gxfS 

�S fxe4 16 .Q.xe4 �7 17 
�7+ �7 18 �h5+ �8 19 
thxf'7+ \fIh8 20 lj;J6 1-0 Wayte -
RankeD, Edinburgh 1877. 

10 \fIh! d6 
Exchanging bishop with 

10 ... �d3 would only 
strengthtm White's centre. The 
game Savon - Ivkov, Wijk aan 
Zee 1972, 11 !lf8 

f4 13 � White 
eventually pushed forward the 
kingside pawns with an advan-

U .Q.e2 {)c6 1! 
In view of the impending 

Black to relocate 
knight immediately, but 
chooses the wrong square. A 

course action is 11 ... 
4)!d7! 12 f3 a6 13 a3 .:£f8 14 b4 
.Q.a7 15 .Q.c4 c6 16 �d3 !,le6 17 
.Q.xe6 �e6 with equal chances, 
Handoka - Smejkal, Zagreb 
1985. 

The strongpoint at e4 is 
reinfon:'ed in order to free the 
white which are rI"'t-.,..... ... I_ 

it. 
12 • . •  4Jd4 

In - Gligoric, Bug-

ojno 1984, Black played more 
cautiously: 12 ... a6 13 .Q.d2 iJd4 
14 !,lc4 c6 tS  f4 � 1i2� .  

44 
W 

13 .Q.c4 aS1 (44) 

This is too Black 
should take steps to defend the 
f7-square with 13 . .. !,le6, when 
the position is roughly equal. 

14 4Jg4! 
A marvellous 

which offers Black the chance 
to split the white pawns in 
order to open access to the 
f-fJle. 14 ... 
""",..... ....... of the dark 
squares becomes apparent: 15 
fxg4 !,le6 (15 •.• Ci::J=6 16 �!) 16 
�S \flg7 17 �d2 with excellent 
attacking chance!s. 

14 . . .  .1le6 
15 .QgS 4Jxg4 

Black has no choice but to 
seek salvation in giving up the 
queen for an assortment of 

However, 
conducts the technical phase of 
the game with real effldency. 

16 .1lxd8 �3 
If 16 ... .Q.xc4 17 fxg4 !,lxfl 18 

17 �c1 .1lxc4 



20 ,Q,f6! 
Now that White tnenaO!S 

� Black is forced into in
ferior simplifications. 
much stronger than 
2O � �8 when 
rooks retain their coclrd.i:natJion. 

20 kie6 
21 kixai kixf6 
22 b3 
23 4)a4! 

Black cannot improve on the 
game continuation by 
as 24 � W4 25 a3 

the bishop 
awkwardly placed 

24 t)c3 kif4 
It is wrong to allow 

to be pinned: 24 ... 
26 h4 gS Z1 f4!+-. 

25 g3 ,Q,b4 
26 tfd3 kif6 
27 aJ bS 

An audacious way of con
tinuing the situation. 
clearly a better course 
... .Q.cS 28 
�7 30 g4+- with lIOIirnilm
to the previous note. 

Classical Variation: 

28 axb4 
29 'ltg2 
30 �4 .Q;Kb3 

Black gives up the rook in a 
frantic attempt to the 
passed queenside pawns. 
has no more problems 
· .. tk7 31 �4 �4 32  
33 �a1 c4 34 t§rd4 
white a-pawn dedides 
game. 

31 tfxf6 
32 �4 
33 tf:,xd6 kic8 
M tfd2 
35 f4 
36 g4 .Q.xg4 
37 f51 

In clinical fashion, 
the bishop out 

game. 
37 kie8 
38 tfxh6 gxf5 
39 h3 1-0 

Another way of .... ca.w..II; 
threat to 

�ltM by White's move 
Is the response 5 ... �6, though 
Thnman's handling of the white 

in the following 
shows a model treatment 
this variation. 

TImme - HUbner 
Sarajevo (3) 1991 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

e4 
4)f3 
d4 
4Jxd4 
4:15 

e5 
� 
exd4 
.Q.c5 
tff6 



58 Classical Variation: S4)fS 

1ms move is also considE� 
satisfactory fo!" as it 
defends the g-pawn and acti
vates the queen. 

6 4)c3 4)ge7 (46) 
In Salazar - Benko. Buen

os Aires 1991, Black 
bizarre plan: 6 ... �7?! 7 
c6 8 .Qd3 dS 9 exd5 .Qb4 10 0-0 
..Q.xc3 11 bxc3 .Qd7 12 �1 cxdS 13 
�7 � Bb3 llj6 15 
�8 16 �8 17 c4 b.te8 18 
cxdS 19 .QbS �7 20 .Qxd7 
1-0. 

4 6  
W 

7 4Je3 0-0 
8 .Qd3 

Tnnman opts for the same 
set up as used in his game 
:::lO'Ain",t Smyslov in previous 

IUSi!t�ratj1i1p. game. Prior to this 
practical experience had 

largely confmed to the 
continuation 8 g3 �S 9 f4 
c£Pg6 10 .Qg2 c6 11 0-0 d5 12 
�! ..Q.xe3 13 14 �1! 
JlfS 15 �e4 (15 ... �e6!? 
-)  16 .Qxe4 17 b.tel b6 18 c3 
lljS 19 .Qf2 when White is much 
better due to his nn"" "" ... h 
of OlSlrl0PIS. 
Montreal 1979. 

8 
9 �e2 
10 g3 

The knight is prevented from 
invading at f4 and White pre
pares to drive it with 

4 7  
W 

10 
11 h4 
12 hS 

13 !1h4! 

d6 
�e8 
4:Jf8 (47) 

An astounding idea; White 
gives up the right to 
kinlgsicle in to 

into a it 
can harass the black queen. 
Suddenly White's space advan-

on pro-

c6?1 
A more flexible approach is 

13 . .. a6 in order to leave an 
escape square on a7 for the 
bishop. Less good is 13 ... �?! 
14 �bS a6 15 �a4 16 lJ'4 
�8 U lljS ..Q.xf5 m  19 
.Qg5 �e8 20 �1 MS 21 exfS 
�S �g4 23 b.tdl bS 24 

�6 25 i):l5 �2 2h g6 
27 hxg6 hxg6 28 .Qb3 b.te6 29 
�h4 i):l7 30 �7+ 1-0 Hernan-



dez-Guerrero - A Lopez, Mex
ico 1992. 

�d4 
TlJlltl18n himself JXlints out 

that preserving the imJXlrtmlt 
bishop by 14 ... is not 

to Black's 
problems: 15 c3 .Q.d2!?) 15 . . .  
.Q.a5 16 (16 b4 .Q.c7 with an 
unclear 16 . .. �e6 (16 ... 
�h6 17 17 .Qg4t . 

�c51 
eSSlential to recapture 

although 16 �4 
is still better for 

16 l1d8 
The the d-pawn 

ca.used thirteenth 
move apparent. If 16 ... 
dS then White pursues the 
queen: 17 �bS 18 a4 � 19 
4):16 �+ 20 .Q.d2+-. 

17 .Q.e3 �bS 
18 �a6 
19 

The for the 
queen is closed 

down. Now White threatens 
both 20 4:Jb6 and 20 �d6. 

19 .. . dS (48) 

L1assical Variation: 59 

20 4Jb6 
]irrnneUl nets the queen 

but was a. 
way to win: 20 

(20 ... iXe8 21 

20 �b6 
.Q.xb6 axb6 

22 exdS 

23 l1f4 
-'l,d3 

White now has the 
plan exchanging as many 

as }XlSsible in to 
maximise the JXlwer 
queen. 

24 
2S 
26 

g6 
hxg6 hxg6 
l1e4 .Q.e6 
� 4Jd4 

28 tltc3 c5 
It is imperative for 

the ai-hS diagonal; 
opposing will 

... "' .... , ...... "';; on the h-fUe with ex
V::::U.Cll'" mating chances. 

bxc5 bxcS 
30 .Q.c4 l1hS 

.Q.xe6 4Jfxe6 
32 1Ih4 1IfS 

........ "" '" best pra.ctica.1 chance 
the on 

based on 
exPosed white king. 

\Jilll 1If3 
34 tltb2 1Ie8 

1Iel !le7 
36 as !ld7 
37 \f1g2 1IfS 
38 neh1 4JgS 

a6 
pawn is taboo to 39 



60 Classical Variation: S.fjfS 

... bxa6 40 t§b8+ \k7 41 tbhS 
mate, so it becomes a passed 
pawn and fmishes the game. 

40 c3 �3 
41 �f4 1-0 

Conclualon 

The 5 c£)fS variation 

that White wants a fight right 
out of the opening and is 
therefore ideally suited to 
players such as Tunman who 
have a confrontational 
Black's most promising course 
of action is 5 ... d6 which leads 
to very unclear play. This is an 
ideal choioo for investigation. 



6 Classical Variation: 4Jxc6 

solid variation always enemy Other defences 
enlClIYeci a rather dour against 
don although recently the an 
Russian Grandmaster Smagin 6 

gxf3 
7 ,a.c4 � 8 

chosen it on a regular 
White to exploit 

damage to 
structure after .. . 

doubtful wheth.er he 
advantage 

meclliate move 5 .. . �6!' 

Sl'I1Iilgln - Gllgoric 
Yugoslavia 1991 

1 e4 
2 4Jf3 
3 d4 
4 4jxd4 
5 4Jxc6 

White releases the tension, 
steering the away from 

heavily analvSE!!Q 
5 

The threat of mate in one 
allows Black to with 
ease. 

(, �d2 
This is White's most com

bative choice here; although the 
bishop is blocked 

can rapidly activate his 
forces and can the 

b) 6 ttlIe2 7 � 
� ,a.a6 9 QNd2 .Q.xe3 10 
,a.xf1 11 �1 r!i:fl7- Barez.ay -
Lengyel, .Kecskemet 1968. 

c) 6 f4 now: 

d) 6 ... thxc6?! 7 � t£f6 8 
,a.bS QNe6 9 � 0-0 10 eS � 11 
r!i:fl4 !J.e7 12 0-0+- Larsen -
Brinck-Claussen, Copenhagen 
1979. 

c2) 6 ... dxc6 7 � and now: 
c2I) 7 . . .  8 �3?! (8 f5!?) 8 

.. . .Qg4 9 h3 10 eS QNh4+! 11 
g3 tfrJe7 12 t£f6 13 QNg2 
14 � � cxd5 16 
.Qg2 0-0 �4+ 18 
,a.e4! 19 20 ,a.xe4 dxe4 
21 Hekuriani -
Sturua, 1982. 

c22) 7 ... �! 8 �  QNh4+ 9 
g3 .Qg4 10 *2 QNhS 11 ,a.e2 
0-0-0 12 h3 .Q.xe2 13 � � 
14 g4 mrea ,a.d2 c£f5!1 16 
0-0-0 (16 *3+ 17 
bId2!-+; 17 ,a.e3-+) 16 .n 

Han:::z.av - Romanishin, 

6 bxc6 (49) 



62 Classical Variation: 

4 9  
W 

which is a 
to play a later ... dS and contest 
the centre. Of the two 
nativP!Iii. 6 . .. is a 
choia.; whilst Smagin's 9 b4 
may cast some doubt on the 
viability of the queen recapture: 

a) 6 ... dxc6 and now: 
al) 7 �d3 �e6 8 .f):J  0-0-0 9 

�d4 10.Q.d2 c£Je7 11 f4 �e8 
12 eS �h4+ 13 g3 �h3 14 0-0-0 

15 exf6 gxf6 16 �del �f7 17 
�1 �hS 18 f5 �eS 1I24 Smagin 
- Mainka, Prague 1992. 

a2) 7 � 4!1 �e6 8 .f):J 9 
�e3 0-0-0 10 �e2 t;:j6 11 0-0 
�e8 12 �g3 .Q«e3 13 �e3 � 
14 a3?! �adl 14 ... �c8 15 
�d3 4Jg4 16 (Chaplin -

Fourmies 1992) 16 ... g5, 
intending to station the knight 
on eS !F .  

b) 6 . . .  �c6 7 .Q.d3 8 0-0 
0-0 9 b4! (9 �4 = Wade 
J. Rbyl 19(9) ':) ... 
�d4 1\.1 c3 .Q.b6 11 c4! �d4 12 4):::3 
as . . .  .Q.xc31 13 �c3 14 
�!) 13 (13 ... 14 
�5 15 eS! .Q.xb2 16 c£jxf6+ 
�h8 17 �b2 g"!d'6 18 Welt ) 14 

� �ad1 'ffJe5 16 cS 
.Q.xb2 (Smagin - Hjartar

son, Bundesliga 1991) 18 4Jxb2 
intending gives White the 
superior chances due to his 
space advantage. 

7 .Q.d3 
8 0-0 0-0 
9 4Jc3 

The quiet 9 �h1 to facilitate 
a swift f4 an im
nnrir", ... t alternative: 9 ... dS 10 

11 12 
13 �d6 14 4Jxd6 �d6 

16 �4 'ffJxf4 17 .Q«f4 (17 
4Jc6 Iv. Markovic 

- Si. Popov, Yugoslavia 1991) 17 
.. . .Q«fS 18 JlJ<c7 .Q.xd3 19 

9 4Jg6 
More logical is 9 ... dS, when 

10 �h1 to pre-
vious note. 

10 �h1 as? 1 
It was not essential to pro-

vide a retreat for 
bishop on a7 4:Ja4. 

to meet 
breakthrough mack should 
play 10 . .. d6 (10 . . .  4:JeS 11 .Q.e2 
with the of f4t) 11 .Q.b6 
when White has slightly the 
better chances. 

11 f4 d6 (SIJ) 
12 e5! 

White a well-known 
in positions on 

the knight occupying e4. 
12 . . •  �h4 

After 12 . . .  
would swiftly � 13 
YiJe7 14 lj4 15 f6 gxf6 16 g3 

(16 ... 4JhS 17 �h6 .Qg4 18 



�5+-) 17 c4+-. 
4Je4 .Q.b6 

14 exd6 .Q.f5 
15 �c3 

White could call 
15 .Q.xc7 16 

which leaves Black struggling 
to fInd compensation for the 
pawn. 

51 
W 

15 
16 �c:6 
17 .Q.d2 

c:xd6 
bIabS 
bIfdS (51) 

Classical Variation: 5.f)xc6 63 

the circumstances and 
continues in an man
ner. More casual moves would 
allow Black to some 
counterplay: 18 �7 19 
(19 �4? dS) 19 ... dS 20 
.Q.xd3 21 22 
.Q.xa5? ... �S interLding 
to invade on e3. 

IS • . .  �e7 
19 .Q.c:3 4.Jh4 

n ..... '.".,,,- 20 4j'6+ gxf6 21 
.Q.xfS wrecks kingside. 

20 bIae1 �d7 
21 �d5 

Inst:eac1 21 ... ,Q,e6 weet 
with a hostile response: 22 
6ij5 23 4j'6+ 24 .Q.xf6 .Q.d4 
25 �g5+ \tt8 26 ,Q,xfS .Q.xf6 27 
YfJxf6 ,Q,xfS tlh8 mate. 

4Jf6+1 
bIxe6 

Black's game is hopeless. 
24 �c:6 rt;f7 
25 .Q.xd3 
26 £5 
27 d4! 1-0 

Conclusion 

Although 5 has 
advantage 
theory of 5 
not really enough. Black 
should able to reach equality 

5 . .. 'lbf6 6 tld2 dxc6. 



7 Scotch Four Knights 

The Scotch Four Knights is a 
positional approach by which 
White postpones the confront
ation until the middlegame. 
From White's point of view, the 
main line is quite easy to fol
low as his plans will be similar 
regardless of Black's response. 
Black should be able to achieve 
equality but if he plays too 
passively his position can 
deteriorate in an almost im
perreptible fashion. 

Salgado AlIma - Nunez 
Corr 1986-88 

1 e.f. eS 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d.f. exd.f. 
.f. c[)xd.f. �6 
5 � (52) 

This is the starting point of 
the Scotch Four Knights. 

5 !l,b.f. 
Black's alternatives do not 

really promise anything more 
than surprise value: 

a) 5 ... il,cS 6 il,e3 il,b6 and 
now: 

at) 7 il,e2 d6 and: 
a11) 8 0-0 0-0 9 �c6 bxc6 

10 ilgS t!:Je7 U �1 h6 12 .Q.h4 
gS?! 13 ilg3 � 14 �e4 
t!:Jxe4 15 f4 t!:Jd4 16 il,d3 fS 17 
fxgS hxgS 18 t!:JhS t!:Jf6 19 il,e1! 
il,d4 20 il,d2 .Q.xb2 21 �1 .Q.eS 
22 �eS!? dxeS 23 .Q.xgS t!:Jf7 24 
t!:Jh6 !J.e6? (24 ... t!:Je6!) 2S 1!f3 f 4 
26 .Q.f6! 1-0 Klovan - Razuvayev, 
USSR 1974. 

a12) 8 t!:Jd2 c£)g4 (8 ... 0-0 9 
0-0-0 �e8 10 f3 .Q.d7 U g4;t) 9 
�4 .Q.xg4 10 h3 .Q.d7 U 0-0-0 
0-0 12 �e1;t . 

a2) 7 �c6 bxc6 8 eS il,xe3 9 
exf6 .Q.h6 10 t!:Je2+ � U fxg7+ 
il,xg7 12 0-0-0 t!:Jgs+; Bikhov
sky - lilienthal, Moscow 1958. 

b) Mter 5 ... �e4?! 6 �e4 
t!Je7 play might continue: 

b1> 7 .Q.e21 t!:Jxe4 8 � .Q.b4+ 
9 c3 .Q.aS 10 0-0 0-0; Obuch
owsky - Matsukewitsch, USSR 
1976. 



b2) 7 f3 dS and now: 
b21) 8 Slf4? dxe4 9 � 

exf3+ 10 � 4je5-+. 
bZl> 8 �d) bxd) 9 �2 dxe4 

10 �e4 �e4+ 11 fxe4 .Q,d6 12 
,O.c4 �7- . 

b23) 8 ,O.bS .Q,d7 9 �d) bxd) 
10 0-0 dxe4 and now: 

b231l U �e1 0-0-0 12 �e4 
'lhf6 13 'lhf1 (Handoko - Hecht, 
Thessaloniki 01 1984) 13 ... .Q,cS 
offers equal chances. 

b232) U fxe4! g6 (U . .. 0-0-0 
12 �3!±) 12 .Q,e3 !Jg7 13 �! 
o-o? 14 .Q.cS+-. 

6 �c6 
Not to be trusted is 6 !Jg5?! 

, h6  7 .Q,h4 g5 8 �d) bxd) 9 !Jg3 
�e4 10 �4 .Q.xc3+ U bxc3 
O-O!+ . 

6 bxc6 
7 .Q.d3 dS 
8 eS?1 

An unusual continuation 
which has been featured in a 
number of correspondence 
games, but is not often seen in 
over-tllE�board tournament 
play. This might be due to its 
potentially highly complicated 
nature (after 8 ... 4Jg4 9 .Q,f4 
d4) or simply because Black 
has a reasonably comfortable 
route to simplification (8 ... 
4Jg4 9 .!If 4 f6) . Certainly to be 
avoided is 8 0-01 .Q.xc3 9 bxc3 
' dxe4 10 �e1 0-0 and White 
remains a pawn down as taking 
on e4 would lose a piece after 
the queens are exchanged. The 
normal continuation, 8 exd5, is 
considered in the other games 

Scotch Four Knights 65 

in this chapter. 
8 c[)g4 
9 .a14 d4?1 (53) 

Black boldly takes up the 
challenge leading to extremely 
double-edged play. 

a) 9 ... f6! 10 h3 (to exf6 O-O!) 
10 ... �e5 11 .Q.xe5 fxe5 12 �h5+ 
�8 13 �e5 .Q,d6 (13 ... d4?! 14 
0-0-0 dxc3? 15 'lhf 4+ and 16 
�b4++-; 13 ... �e8 14 �8+ 
�e8 15 ()-()a:) 14 �hS (14 �e2! 
is a suggestion of Gligoric's) 14 
... �6 15 0-0 g6 16 �h6+ W 17 
� .Q,d7 18 c3; Davie - Gligo
ric, Dundee 1967. 

b) 9 ... .Q,cS 10 0-0 g5?! U !Jg3 
h5 12 .Q,e2! and White is slightly 
better according to van Schel
tinga 

10 tgf3! 
A swashbuckling idea which 

sets up a violent attack. It is 
useless to attempt to save the 
piece: 10 a3? dxc3 U axb4 cxb2 
12 ;ro,1 �d4-+. 

10 dxc3 
U 0-0-0 cxb2+ 

Black unveils a prepared 
improvement over the standard 
U ... �5, which leads to � 
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markable complications: 12 �e4 
� 13 �xc6+ �8 14 �d8+ 
�7 15 .QgS+ f6 16 exf6+ 
�e1+ �e6 18 �d7+ �8 19 ,W16+ 
� 20 �6+ 21 1!xf'7+ 
!J;<f7 22 ttxh8+ 23 �6+ 
�f7 24 �h8+ 1a4 van Schelt
inga -
1954. , White a 
significant improvement: 18 
� � 19 �8 20 
�4!! cxb2+ (20 ... tttxg4 21 
.Q.h6+ [21 . .. �8 �d5+ ] 
22 �7+ 23 �g4 cxb2+ 24 
�1 �8 .Qg7 �e8 26 

27 �7+ rJi;xe7 28 
29 �e8 30 �xe8+ 
31 1i!txb2  winning, accord

ing to Velickovic) 21 �1 tttxg4 
22 �h6+ 23 �7+ �d7 24 
�d7 25 �c7+ � 26 

�e3 � 28 
29 !J;<a7 �d6 30 h3 �e5 31 

32 �a3 .Q.d4 f3 h5 34 
�f2 35 g4 1-0 Funnston -

Poletayev, 1%7. 

S4 
W 

�bl (54) 

This is the real 
Black's play - by giving 

piece he plans to buy time 

to whisk his king to safety. For 
example: 13 � �7 14 �e4 
<14 ron1 15 �e4 0-0 16 .Q.xc6 
�ad8;) 14 ... �d7 15 ron1 O-O!? 
16 �g3 with an unclear position. 

13 .Q.e4! 
Having already up a 

knight White the 
capture on f2 in order to sac
rifice another exchange! this 
way he to capture on 

with his before 
can find time to 

13 • • •  �dl 
14 .Q.xc6+ .Q.d7 
15 llxdt 0-0 

There is to 
giving up queen as 

Black's exposed king would 
make his king indefensible: 15 ... 
� 16 �d7 tttxd7 17 �d5 �d8 
18 e6! U8 .Qxd7+ �d7 19 v;as+?! 
[19 �b5!?] 19 ... <lie7 20 �8?? 
�c3-+) 18 ... 19 tttxc6+ �7 
20 tttxc7+ and is wmrung 
according to Morgado and 
Salgado Allaria. 

16 �xd7 
The rook takes up a power-

ful on the 
where it strengthens 

chances of a direct assault on 
the king. White's initiative 
would be quickly in 
the ending which 
after 16 �xa8 � 17 (17 
�7 � 18 gxf3 .Q.a3! 19 �d3 

20 �b2 �d8-) 17 . . . :E!xaB 
18 �7 19 .Q.e7 20 
�2 

16 �8 
17 �g4 lld8 



ss 
w 

18 e6! 
The White's 

strategy: the pawn is immune 
due to mate on g7. 

18 
19 exd7 
20 .Q.xa8 
21 .Q.xc7 
22 .d4 
23 .e5! 

r!xd7 
.d8 
� 
.Q.e7 
.Q.d8 
1-0 

Much more commonly seen 
than 8 eS is 8 exdS, which is 
regarded as the main line of the 
Scotch Four Knights. In 
next game Black follows a 
long-established plan but runs 
into a prepared improvement. 

Salav - Nunn 
Wijk un Zee 1991 

1 e4 
2 ·� � 
3 4Jc3 4::16 
4 d4 exd4 
5 �4 .Q.b4 

On this occasion 
ard position arisen from a 
Four Knights move order. 

6 �6 bxc6 

in 
12 

The pin can 
although this is not good 
enough for equality: ... !J..e7 13 
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�4 .Qg4 14 1'3 ..Q.d.7 15 4Jf5:t 
Plater - Driedotowski, Poland 
1957. 

13 'iJd4 
A quick pawn rush on the 

fails to make any 
headwllLV: 13 14 
.Qg4 15 h3 .Q.xe2 16 17 
tM3 :bte3 18 � .6!xf3 19 .Q.xdB 
�1+ 20 �1 :!:txd8; Alex-

- Smys!ov, &leland -
USSR l9S4. 

13 ... 
The bishop can also retreat, 

offering a level game: 13 ... .Q.d7 
�S �S 15 �S �  16 b3 

.Q.eS 17 Itbl tbd6 18 .Qg3 !lxg3 19 
hxg3 Rossetto - &100-
chan, Mar del Plata 1956. 

14 ci)xe6 
lhis is a major improvement 

on old line: 14 4Jf5 .Q.xfS 
.Q.xfS .Q.e5 16 c3 � 17 f4 !JF7 18 
b3 tbd6 19 tM3 WeB 20 � 
d4; - Kluger, Am-

5 7  
W 

16 Lk6! 

fxe6 
e5 (57) 

Mter this move it becomes 
clear that White has the better 

chances. Now that . .. is 
ruled out White can set about 
undlemlinirlg the pawns. 

�!. 
17 .Q.c2 

16 rIb8 
Very often in this variation 

�t.rilc_ at his 
rook in this way. However, in 
this particular drcumstance 

would have 
served by 16 . . . 17 b3 cxb3 
18 axb3 t/1c7 when White's 
advantage is minimal 

17 c4! 
protec11:s b2 

while pawn under
mines the black pawn centre, 
which does not have a firm 
base. 

e4 
18 !ladl 'fjc7 
19 � 

With the intention of 19 
.Q.xh2 20 g3 trapping the bishop. 

19 . . •  dxc4 
.Q.xf6 

White has a pleasant choice 
20 £1xe4 gS 21 .Qg3 !lxg3 

22 hxg3 �7:t. 
20 !lxi6 
21 .Q.xe4 .Q.e5 
22 �c4+ �h8 
23 b3 (58) 

The extra pawn ensures 
White the advantage, although 
there are still a few obstacles 
to overcome before victory can 

............ "'.... White is by 
the light 

squares around the black king 
which offer him various mating 



chances 
a draw rest on the exchange 

of the to reach an 
OJ)IJosit:e-CJolollred bishop end
ing, would prove very 
difficult to win. 

2S 
26 13 
27 tid3 

l1bf8 
.Q.d4 
t)eS 
�e8 

As the entry squares have 
been White can afford 
to some time improving 
the position of his pieces. The 
immediate threat is 28 b4 
which under-
mine 

27 �d6 
28 hS 
29 h4 
30 

is no immediate reason 
for White to remove the sup-
port of well-established 
bishop on might 

up some counterplay 
after 3D f4 1! �6 31 � :!:Xde6. 

30 �h6 

Now Black's rook is 
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is able to advance 
in safety as it 

Black too long to 
rooks on the e-fIle. 

31 t!tf'6 
t!tf'3 !lxh4 

33 rtf8 
Not 33 ... 34 �+. 

ttl3 tth6 
If the pawn is snatched off, 

Black a heavy penalty: 34 
�h3+ � 36 �4 

�4 37 �8++-. 
ttl6 �h3 

36 tWxb6+ ph6 

enjoys a signifi
UIdlU.l ... .:s to the extra 

37 ... :!:Xe3 38 �2 
in great 
makes a 

.Q.e31 
1-0 

In next game we again 
see how dangerous White's 
initiative can be if Black makes 
even positional 
error. 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 � 
3 4)c3 4Jf6 
4 d4 exd4 
5 �d4 .Q.b4 
6 � bxc6 
7 .Q.d3 dS 

is an automatic choice 
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in tournament practice to 
challenge White's hold on the 
centre. The alternatives are 
more but are 

a) 7 ... 0-0 8 0-0 :!e8 and 
now: 

aU 9 � .Q.d6 10 .Q.f4 .Q.xf4 11 
iYxf4 12 :!ael tlle7- Radulov 
- Planlnc, Vrsac 1971. 

9 £lgS h6 10 .Q.h4: 
a21) 10 ... gS?! 11 £lg3 d6 (11 • • •  

.Q,xc3 12 bxc3 �e4 13 �hS 
14 .Q.xe4 !!xe4 15 f4!+-) 
dxeS 13 .Q.xe5 iJg4 (13 ... 
.Q.h7+!) 14 £lg3 f5 15 h3 
f4:t Pomar - lJubojevic. 
_ IT""',;, 1974. 

10 . . .  d6 11 f4 .Q.b7 12 � 
(12 �!?) 12 ... .Q.xc3 13 bxc3 
(Puc - Planlnc. lJubljana -
Portoroz 1973) 14 

b) 7 . . .  d6 and now: 
8 0-0 U4 9 .Q.e2 �4 10 

.Q.xg4 �4; Schlechter -
Lasker. Nuremberg 1896. 

b2) 8 .Qg5 h6 9 .Q.h4 �e7 10 
0-0 0-0 11 f4 
Gereben, Monte Carlo 1967. 

8 exdS adS 
9 0-0 0-0 
10 

It is for to 
immediately double White's 
pawns. This, and Black's other 
moves, are considered 

in chapter <I.autier -
I. Sokolov - Rivera). 

11 4Je2  
Not as popular is 11 fJ.e7 
r!ae1 � and now: 
a) 13 !txb2 14 � 15 

.Q.cl hIb4 16 fJ.d2 :!a4 17 <tJc3 :!a3 
18 � � 19 �4 :!d6 20 c£t5 
.Q.xf5 21 .Q.xf5 � 22 .Qf4 fJ.f6 

:!e1 .Q.xe5 24 .Q.xe5 hIb6 25 
�g4 �g5 26 �5 m5 h4 
� 28 :!e3 f6 29 .Qg3 4)14 0-1 
A Thomas - lane, Paignton 
1981. 

b) 4)11 hIb6; 
Hastings 

1945/46. 
11 ... .Q.d6?! (59) 

Black the bishop 
towards the klngside, harbour
ing attacking ambitions, but 
this is not an aa:::ura.te choice. 
We have already discussed 11 ... 
h6 in the 

are 
alternatives: 

a) 11 . . . .Q.e7 12 c£t4 and now: 
aU 12 ... �6 13 :!el :!ab8 14 

�3! h6 4Jxe6 fxe6 16 .Qf4 
� 17 �3:t Czerniak - Ed . 
Lasker, '1enna 19Sl 

a2) 12 .. . 13 f3 (13 �m 
13 ... .Q.c8 now: 

a21) .Q.xf6!? .Q.xf6 4Jxd5 
.Q.xb2 16 ,l;lbl with an unclear 
position. 

a22) 14 tlle1 h6 15 .Q.xh6 gxh6 
16 'ik 7 We1 (Bebchuk -
Baranov, Rostov 1957) 17 ... 
�e8;. 

b) 11 ... £lg4 and now: 
bi) 12 c3 fJ.e7 13 � 

.Q.e3 .Q.d6.... Alexander -
lov, Hastings 1954/55. 

b2) 12 c4 13 .Q.h4 dxc4 14 
.Q.xc4 15 Wxd1 g5 16 £lg3 
ile4- Hector - Wiedenkeller, 
Malmo 1986. 



d 11 ... 
h6 14 !l,e3 
�e7+ 'lJJxe7 17 
- Madema, 

59 
W 

lhis move 
tion: first. 
drop it into c6 
on f6 to double 
pawns; and SE!C(>na. 
knight is placed to 
support a general build up of 
�el, � and Also worthy 
of is long-estab-
lished ... c6!?) 13 c4 
dxc4 14 gxf6 
16 !l,e7 18 

- Neikircti, 

c51 

from 
its outpost. His 
idea is based on the sequence 
13 4:Jc6 t!Yc7 14 t!Yxc6 when 
White must retreat the bishop 
leaving with a strong 
central pawn mass. However, 
the best chance was :12 ... !l,d7 
although remains worse. 

60 
W 

Scotch 

13 4Jc6 
14 .Q.xf6 gxf6 

lhis unpleasant move is 
necessary here since Black's 
intended 14 ... t!Yxc6 is 
by 15 !l,xh7+! �7 16 
17 tbg5 g6 18 t!Yh6 leac11ng 
mate. Now the smattered 
side is an open invitation 
White to invade 

1S twhS 
16 twgS+ lfth8 
17 tbf6+ lftl8 
18 f41 

Even though 
knight is trapped, 
it undefended in order to bring 
his other into attack. 
Of course, the pawn cannot 
taken 18 .. . .Q;xf 4? 

18 . . .  
19 W3 

I The rook room for 
the king to via 
fB. 

20 twh6 
21 J:W'4 
22 }k4+! 

Black resigned due to 
fxg4 23 .Q.xh7+ �h8 24 
�8 25 �h7+�8 mate. 
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61 
W 

mst� of 11 4Je,2, White can 
also try 11 4Jb5. Although this 
idea used to be considered a 
drawing variation, Jakovic's 
1IIIJrnri�:inp' 14 �1 new 

chances, as we 

Jakovic -

GlWsdal l991 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 

e4 
4Jf3 
d4 
4)xd4 
� 
4)xc6 
,Q.d3 

9 0-0 
10 .Qg5 
11 4:Jb5 

e5 
4:Jc6 
exd4 
4Jf6 
,Q.b4 
bxc6 

0-0 
,Q.e6 

This is probably most 
dynamic possibility. It has a 
similar theme to 11 4Je,2 as in 
many cases White will bring the 

to d4. However, White 
can go in complica
tions by a rapid expansion on 

queenside. 
11 . . .  c5 
12 a3 

This now the 
move order in tourna

ment practice. Mter 12 c3 .o..aS 
White can practically force 
ner1:l1!"tulal check but has 
ing 

a) 13 and now: 
a.1) 13 ... cxb4 14 cxb4 .o..xb4 
.o..xh7+ �7 16 ttlbl+ !l;g8 17 

ttlxb4 � Black 
slightly 

exposed position the black 
king is inadequate compensa
tion for the pawn, 
Gabran - Bikov. USSR 1970. 

a2) 13 ... a6 14 � �d6 16 
!lxf6 !J.c7 -+ Janosevic - Nab
tanovic, Yugoslavia Ch 1956. 

b) 13 ttla4! !J.b6 14 h6 
!J.xh6 gxh6 16 ttixh6 c4 (16 ... 
�4? 17 .Q.xe4 dxe4 18 �1+-) 
17 ttlgS+ !l;h8 18 ttlh4+ !l;g7 �-lI:t 
Ivkov - Gligoric, Buenos Aires 
1960. 

,Q.a5 
b4 cxb4 (62) 

The alternative in-
spuming the pawn offer 

... .o..b6. A survey this 
variation reveals: 

a) 14 bxcS !J.xcS and now: 
a.1) h6 16 !J.xf6 t(Jxf6 

t(Jxf6 18 c3 WeB 19 Wet 
20 Gheorghiu -

Suba., Prague 1985. 
15 c3 h6 16 .o..h4 17 

�4 18 
b) 14 c3 h6 15 � 16 a4 

as 17 bxcS ,Q.xcS 18 �e1 



slightly the better 
Mar del 

15 c3- Panno. 

14 �1! 
A startling move which is 

based on a clever attacking 
idea. is discarded 

captw-ed with 
a attack. A more 
routine continuation is 14 axb4 

(14 ... .Q.b6 15 �a6) and 
has: 

h6 16 .Q.h4 � 17 
18 �7- Barsky 

USSR 1960. 
16 4'Jxa7 h6 

17 4Jc6 18 .Q.xf6 VJ;fxciJ 19 
�3 Yhc7 (19 ... gxf6? 20 �g3+ 
�h8 2t �h4 22 �+-) 20 

21 Salazar -
�tcn.:2""..:iWlsaoo, Vigo 1985. 

14 ... bxal 
This is the critical test of 

but perhaps Black 
a more circum

spect course of action: 14 .. . 
.Q.b6 h6 16 .Q.h4 �e8 17 
� a6 18 4Jd6 .Q.c7 19 
.Q.xf6 20 �g3+ �h8-+) 17 
... a6 ... 4Je4 18 .Qxd8 4:Jxd2 
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axb6 20 �7! � 
22 �a8+-) 18 4)::3 .Qc7 

.Q.xg3 20 hxg3 �6 21 

.!lxf6 gxf6 
is obliged to 

kInIgs1cle pawn hArriPr 
15 .. .  .Q.xel (15 ... 

16 .Q.xdB picking up a 

16 �3 .Q.b6 
17 �h6 

White is understandably 
by visions of a mal:mg 

but a more po�litic.nal 
would 

more appropriate, exploiting 
crippled pawns. For 

exaIlnple: 17 4Jd4 .Qxd4 (17 ... 
18 �6 .Q.xd4 19 .Q.xh7+ 

20 �+-) 18 VJ1xd4:.t. 
17 ... f5 
18 �xa3 

Now rook is brought 
into attack against Black's 

king. Obviously 
is not prepared to 

a draw: 18 4Jd6 VJ1xd6 
20 .Q.xh7+ �h8 2t 

22 -'1b7+ with per-

18 �h81! (63) 
Ernst has suggested 

Black could have put up 
much stiffer resistance 

18 ... f6!?: 
a) �el tbd7 2O .Q.fl (with 

idea of 20 ... �e8 21 
�e6!+-) 20 ... 

can 

b) 19 g4 
with an unclear position. 
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63 
W 

19 4Jd61 .Q.d41 
An move to ward 

off the If 19 ... 
�8? .(1xfS �7 21 �3! �g8 
22 .Q.xe6 fxe6 23 �7 tlJxg7 24 
tbxe6+- (White has won too 
many pawns). The other 
native '" tbxd6? fails to 20 
.Q.xfS with mate looming on h7. 

20 �S 
White decides to keep his 

light-squared bishop in order 
to maintain attatddrlg cl1laJloes 

the 
square. An advantage is also 
preserved after 20 .Q.xfS .(1xfS 21 
4JxfS �6 �h3 (not 22 �hS 
.Q.c3! 23 � d4 with an ............. o:;c;u 
position) 22 ... �ac8 
.Q.b6±. 

20 . • •  twf6 
21 �hS .Q.cS 

reacts well to 
avoiding plausible 21 

... .Q.b6 22 � �g7 23 b!a4 
(intending �4) 23 . . . d4 24 �el 
with a clear advantage. 

22 �3! h6 
23 lIaS 

4)xd5 �gS 
2S �g51! 

The technical task in the 
endgame would have 
sonlew'nat easier after 25 �6! 

(25 ... �6 26 �cS) 26 
�S when White remains a 
clear pawn up against a struc
ture of three isolated pawns. 
Now, however, connected 

and f-pawns are po-
I.CU .. ,,"'U)' an asset a 
hindrance. 

25 

64 
W 

26 �6 
bxg5 
.Q.d4 (64) 



an unclear position) 35 �e4 a2 
36 �a4 f6 37 4:Je4 �c1+ 38 �h2 
a1�) 39 � � 40 ciJxf6 and 
White is slightly better accord
ing to Ernst. 

27 
28 nd1 

29 na4 
30 h3 
31 rIb1 
32 rIbS 
33 g4 

f6 
.Q.b6 
nc6 
.Q.f5 
.Q.h7 
nd8 

White identifies the f6-pawn 
as a possible target and uses 
the g-pawn as a restraint. 

33 ne6 
34 �g2 .Q.xe4+ 
35 .Q.xe4 nd2 
36 nfS �g7 
37 .Q.d31! 

It would have been more 
accurate to play 37 �c4 to 
prevent the note to move 38. 
Although White still has good 
practical chances, mack's 
activity makes it difficult for 
him and in the end Black man
ages to hold. the draw. The 
game concluded as follows: 

37 . . .  ne5 

38 nf3 nd1?1 
38 ... �e3!. 

39 nc4 

40 na4 
41 nc4 
42 nf51 
43 gxfS 
44 f4 
45 nxf4 
46 �3 
47 \tte4 
48 �f4 

.Q.c5 
.Q.b6 
.Q.c5 
nxfS 
.Q.b6 
gxf4 
nd2+ 
nf2+ 
nxf4+ 
as 
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49 .Q.bS �h6 
50 c41 

SO�g4!. 
SO �hS 
51 \tte4 �h41 
52 �S �3 
53 cS .Q.c7 
54 \tte6 .Q.eS 

1G-4fa 

Another natural course for 
Black in the main line of the 
Scotch Fow- Knights is 10 ... c6. 
In our next main game we look 
at the new move 11 4:Ja4. which 
was introduced to grandmaster 
practice by the young French 
Grandmaster Joel lautier. 

Lautler - I. Sokolov 
Correze (3) 1992 

1 e4 eS 
2 ciJf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 ciJf6 
5 4Jc3 .Q.b4 
6 4Jxc6 bxc6 
7 .Q.d3 d5 
8 exdS cxdS (65) 

The standard and more 
explored continuation. How
ever, from time to �e Black 
dabbles with the relatively 
neglected 8 ... VjJe7+. The un
conventional 9 �1?! cxdS 10 
,OgS c6 11 � h6? 12 .Q.bS! gave 
White a tremendous attack in 
Velimirovic - Lukic, Yugoslav 
Ch 1962, but 11 ... 0-0 secures 
equality. So White should 
revert to the usual method of 
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bloddng the 9 
Play can then continue: 

a) 9 ... �e2+ 10 � and 
now: 

10 ... � 11 bxc3 
.Q.a3 White is slightly 
ao::ording to Keres. 

a2) to ... <£)xdS 11 � f5 12 
0-0 13 �d1 h6 14 � .Q.d6 

.Q.dn 16 and White 
wins a pawn, Rossolimo -
Gligoric. Amsterdam 1950. 

aJ) 10 ... cxd5 and: 
a30 11 � and now: 
a3U) 11 ... � 12 �d1 c6 (12 .. .  

� 13 � c6 14 �4 .Q.d7 15 
.Qg5± CortIever - pfeiffer, 
Am!ltenclam 01 1954) 13 
�7 14 c4 .Q.d6 15 h3 .Q.d7 16 
c5 17 4):2 d4 18 b4 cxb4 19 .Q.b2 
� 20 .Q.xd4 as 21 net- Rod
riguez - Mikhalcbisin, Havana 
1982. 

11 ... .Q.aS 12 .Qf4 � (12 
... c51 13 fJ!;7 !Jl<c7 14 
� 15 4Jxa8 c4, van 
Houette - C. Flear, H .. 'II" ..... I .. 
1988, and now 16 � cxd3 
cxd3 intending winning) 13 
� .Q.d7 14 c4 � 15 �1 
�e8+ 16 �1 a6 17 �4 .Q.b6± 
Chalfen -Muskinowitsch, Mos
cow 1979. 

a32) 11 .Q.b5+1! .Q.d7 12 .Q.xd7+ 
�7 13 �d1 nhe8+ 14 � .Q.xc3 
15 bxc3 � 16 .,Cle3 � 17 �d3 
� 18 .Q.d4 f6 19 lk3 �e7 20 
�e1 � 21 �� Zl &e3 c5 
23 f3 cxd4 24 004 25 fxe4 
fxe4 26 � �c8 Zl c3 tIb7 

tIb2+ 29 e3+! 0-1 V. 
Knox - Wells, British Ch 1991. 

b) 9 ... �5 10 �7+ �e7 
11 and now: 

bU 11 ... � 12 bxc3 �e8 13 
.Q.d2 .Qf5 14 0-0-0 .Q.xd3 15 cxd3 
with a small edge for White, 
Braga - Weennals, Dubai 1986 . 

b2) 11 ... .Q.aS 12 and now: 
b21) 11 ... � 12 bxaS 

14 o-o± Czerniak - fien(llI'llo, 
Argentine Ch 1949 . 

bZl) 12 ... .Q.xb4 (12 ... .Q.b6 
�) 13 axb4 c£)xc3 14 .Q.b2 
t£PS 15 !J.xg7 �d8 16 .Q.d4 when 
the fonnidable of bishops 
gives White the advantage, 
Czerniak Rellstab, Reggio 
Emilia 1951 

cl 9 n. 005 10 �7+ �7 11 
.Q.d2! (11 0-0 12 a3 .Q.c5-
Czerniak - Portisch, Amster-
dam 1953) 11 n. c6 12 0-0-0 �d8 
13 �4 .Q.d6 14 .,Cle3 �8 15 h3 h6 
16 �e1± Roadwov - 1978. 

6S 
W 

9 0-0 0-0 
10 JlgS 
u 4Ja" 

This move 
White's chances in the Scotch 
Four Knights. Most oommen
tators do not even it 
beawse the knight 



heads d4 or f 4 via e2 in this 
va.rlat1on. White's plan is to 
restrict acti
vity by fIXing the c6- and d5-
pawns, while at the same time 
building up own forces on 
the kingside. Note that the 
knight on a4 the 
vulnerable b2-pawn and null
ifies ... 

11 • . •  h6 (66) 
It is for Black to 

deflect the pin but other con
tinuations should also be con
sidered: 

a) 11 . .. fJ.e7 .Q.e6 13 c3 
14 ttW3 �e8 �e3 t0g4 16 

.Qf4 t!!td7 17 c5 18 b3 �6 19 
h3 fJ.d6 20 �ael 'lJ;c7 21 .Qg5 �7 
22 �hS � 23 .Q.d2 t!!td7 24 f4t 
.......... , ... "" - I. Correze (5) 
1992 

b) 11 . . .  fJ.d6 12 ttW3 �e8 13 h3 
thaS 14 fJ.xf6 �4 b3 �4 16 
tbxf4 fJ.xf4 17 fJ.d4 fJ.d6 18 
�1+ 19 �e1 fJ.e6 20 c4 dxc4 
.Q.xc4 .Q.xc4 22 bxc4 � 23 �d1 
�d8 24 �1 fJ.e7 2S � a6 26 

66 
W 

Adams - Piket, Dort-
1992. 

Scotch Four Knights 71 

A cautious response. Also 
possible are: 

a) 12 . . .  fJ.d6 13 .Qd7 14 c3 
� �+ fJ.xe8 ffi �  17 

fJ.c2 !!b8 18 �el fJ.xa4 19 fJ.xa4 
�b2 20 'lJjfS gS 21 hxgS 
22 �S+ �8 23 24 
'lJ;h6+ �8 
- Lane, Parthenay 1992. 

b) 12 ... �e8 13 c4 fJ.e6 14 �c1 
15 cxdS .Q.xdS 16 fJ.c4 fJ.d6 17 

b3 fJ.eS 18 fJ.xdS cxd5 19 �c5 
20 .Qg3 'IJJd6 21 'IJJc2 22 
�4 23 �7 24 hxg3 
fJ.d4 2S 26 �d3 �eS 

� 28 � 'iJ1c7 b4 
� 30 � 'iJ1c4 31 t!!tdl fJ.b6 32 
�dS �e2 33 'lJ;d3 �b41 34 
� 1-0 lautier - Campos
Mnr'P'nn Manila 01 

13 �el .Q.e6 
14 c3 

A simple but correct move. 
unorthodox knight on the 

of board 
well the text to cut short 
mack's ambitions of pushing 
the central pawns. 

14 �e8 
15 }Ib8 
16 
11 

White calmly increases the 
pressure by doubling 
the e-ftle, intending a 
to provoke concessions 
mack. 

11 . . .  t!Jc1 
18 �ael cS 
19 �d3 

Although Black has finally 
been able to mobilize his 
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pawns, this merely allows 
lautier to tighten his grip. Now 
Black is forced to take evasive 
action to prevent infiltration by 
20 � .Q.xf6 21 �h7+. 

67 
W 

19 g5 
20 .Qg3 .Q.d6 (67) 

21 ldxe61 1-0 
Black resigned in view of 21 

... � 22 !!xe6 fxe6 23 .Q.xd6 
tt)'xd6 24 � �8 2S �6++-. 

Instead of 11 t:£ja4, White 
can also try the more trad
itiona1 11 � and 11 4:Je2, which 
are discussed in the following 
game. 

Estevez - Rivera 
Squa la Grande 1988 

1 e4 e5 
2 c[)f3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4:lxd4 c[)f6 
5 �3 .Q.b4 
6 4:lxc6 bxc6 
7 .Q.d3 d5 
8 exd5 cxd5 
9 0-0 0-0 
10 .Qg5 c6 

Less common alternatives 
are: 

a) 10 ... !J.e7 11 !J.xf6 .Q.xf6 and 
now: 

an 12 �h5 and: 
aU) 12 ... h6?! 13 tt)'xd5 tt)'xd5 

14 4:}xd5 !J.xb2 15 1:Xab1 !J.eS 16 
We1 !J.d6 17 4:Je7+ and White is 
slightly better a.a::ording to 
Keres. 

a12) 12 ... g6 13 �dS and 
now: 

a121) 13 ... �dS 14 4:}xd5 
.Q.xb2 15 1:Xabl± Lutikov - Tarve, 
Parnu 1971-

al22) 13 ... !J.e6! 14 �aS c6 15 
� � 16 t:£ja4 �cS 17 4:}xcS 
!J.xb2'" Hort - Short, Dubai 01 
1986. 

a2) 12 4:}xdS !J.xb2 13 1:Xb1 and 
now: 

a21) 13 ... !J.a3? 14 � c6 15 
4:14 VJJc7 16 .Q.xh7+ �7 17 
�± Donner - Dunkelblum, 
Munich 1954. 

a22) 13 ... !J.eS? 14 .Q.xh7+ 
�7 15 �h5+ 'ik8 16 �eS+-. 

a23) 13 ... /lf6! 14 �h5 h6 15 
!J.e4 c6 16 4Jb4 !J.e6 17 4:}xc6 
�c7± . 

Instead of 11 .Q.xf6, perhaps 
best is 11 �3 which will trans
pose to the main lines after 11 
... c6 or 11 ... !J.e6. 

b) The other option for Black 
is to eliminate the c3-knight but 
this has the drawback of leav
ing White with a pair of bish
ops on an open board, e.g. 10 ... 
.Q.xc3 11 bxc3 h6 12 ,W14 (12 !J.e3 
�4 13 !J.cS 1:Xe8) 12 ... �d6 13 
c4! (13 � �4 14 �g3 �3 15 



.Q.xg3 Hort - Vasyukov, 
Moscow 1962) now: 

b:U 13 . .. dxc4 14 .Q.xc4 
�6 �616 �1 t.2-'+2 
ovic - Vasyukov, 1%1. 

b2) n. £la6 (13 ... 14 �!) 
14 cxdS .Q.xd3 15 �6 �dS 16 
.Q.xg7 \tixg7 17 cxd3+- (the 
exposed black is a 
alp). 

11 t(tf3 (68) 
A major alternative is 11 iJe2. 

which Black several 

a) 11 '" .Qg 4 c3 £ld6 13 
h6 £lh4 £ld7 .Q.h7+ \tilh8 16 
£lf5 �5 17 �S � 18 �c8 
�c8 19 £lxf6 gxf6 20 �4 
We8 21 We1 �eS 22 as 23 

a4 24 25 26 
Christiansen - Gelfand, 

Munich 1992. 
b) 11 n. h6 12 .Q.h4 and now: 
b:U 12 .. . £ld6 13 c5 14 

4Jf5 (14 ... 15 �5 
:EtbB- Lutz Yusupov, Munich 
1992) 15 c3 16 �e1 17 

�d6 18 £lxg3 19 
20 �el 21 tbdl 

lJubojevic - N'Ikolic, Wijk aan 
Zee 1988. 

b2) 12 no 13 c3 £laS 14 �e1 
15 16 �3! 17 
gxh4 18 £le8 19 
20 £lxfS 21 �g5+ 

22 �4+ 'k7 23 �gS+ \tilh8 24 
:§.e4! 1-0 Afek - Jacobs, South
ampton 

11 • • •  !J.e7 
The bishop nonnally retreats 

at this stage to lend support to 
the c- and An 

68 
B 

pendent line is 11 . .. h6!? 12 �6 
�6 13 �6 gxf6 14 � £ld6 

now: 
a) 15 �4 c5 16 4Jb5 £le5 

f4 .Q.xb2 18 :§.ab1 a6 t;J:.7 � 
20 iJxdS £le6 21 c4 £lxfS 22 
cxdS �- Parsonage - Harks, 
Adelaide 1986/87. 

b) 15 c£:g3 £le5 16 c3 � 17 
£lc7 18 b3 �e8 19 b!xel 20 
�e1 �8 21 4:Jh5 £ld8 22 � 
as- - Yusadin, 
USSR 1986. 

12 h3 (69) 
This is slightly unusual; 

previously 12 :§.ae1 was more 
often seen: 

a) 12 ... h6!? 13 .Q.xh6 gxh6 14 
and now: 

a:U 14 ... £ld6? 15 �6 
.Q.c5+ 17 �1 �e8 18 

£lxe8 19 20 �3 f6 
�4+ 22 � 23  
� 24 g3 1-0 van Houtte - El 
Iiaddahoui, Brussels 1988. 

a2) 14 ... 15 �6 £ld6 16 
�gS+ \tilh8 f 4 :§'e8 W3 
c£:g8 19 �h5+ 'k7 20 �3+ � 
21 �g8+ �8 22 �h7+ �8 23 
�h6+ �8 24 .Q.h7+ \tilh8 25 
.Q.fS+ 'k8 26 �h7+ � 27 �h8+ 
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'i!ile 7 28 �e6+! Rublevsky -
Novik, Sochi 1990. 

aJ) 14 .. . !:Xe8 15 �6 tfJc7 16 
!:Xe3 .Qg4 17 h3 d4 18 �3 tfJeS 19 
f4+- Miyasaka - Tarazi., Siegen 
01 1970. 

a4) 14 ... d4! 15 �6 tfJd6 16 
�gS+ (16 f4? 4,)e4!) 16 . . .  \t;h8 17 
�e7 �7 18 4,)e4?! (18 �h6+=)  
18 ... tiJg8! (the correct defence, 
suggested by Euwe) 19 �hS+ 
\t;g7 20 iJf6! (20 f4? f5! 21 �3 
4Jh6 22 Z'!h3 tiJg4-+) 20 ... \t;xf6 
21 �h4+ � 22 bJ:el+ \t;d7 23 
�e7+ c[)xe7 24 �d4+- . 

b) 12 . .. Z:Xe8 13 �2 tiJg4? (13 
.. . h6!?) 14 -'1f4 -'1f6 15 tiJg3 -'1d7 
16 h3 4,)eS 17 -'1xeS -'1xeS 18 
-'1xh7++- Condie - Thomas, 
Oakham 1986. 

d 12 . . . -'1e6 13 �2 c5 14 -'1fS 
tfJd7 15 -'1xe6 fxe6 16 4:Jf 4 4,)e4-
Bikov - lilienthal, USSR 1962. 

ill 12 .. .  � 13 4):11 (13 b3?! 
-'1b4) 13 .. . Z:Xe8 14 h3 h6 15 .Q.h4 
-'1e6 16 b3 Z:Xb4- Singer - Sam-
isch, Rogaska Slatina 1929. 

12 -'1e611 
A more cautious continu

ation is 12 . . . bJ:e8 13 �e1 -'1OO 14 
4Je2:1: Radulov - M. Kovacs, 

Decin 1976. 
13 4Je2 

White continues in accepted 
fashion by preparing 4):14 and 
�el to undermine the bishop 
on OO. 

13 ... 4Jd7 
14 £txe7 �e7 

Black tries to ease the ten
sion with an exchange of 
pieces. 

15 bJ:fel 
Another option is 15 iJf 4 

Z:XabB 16 �e1 �6 17 b3 I:Xb4 18 
�oo fxOO 19 tfJe3 eS 20 tfixa7 
Z:Xf7 21 f3 � 4 22 tf1e3 �g5 23 
\t;h2 tfJhS 24 tf1e2 tfJh6 25 �1 
tfJd6 26 �h1 with an unclear 
position, Popov - Orlov, Lenin
grad 1991. 

15 . . .  4Jc5 
16 4Jd4 �d6 
17 -'1£51 

White snatches the chance 
to increase the pressure on 00. 
lf the bishop is taken then a 
knight on f5 will be more 
useful in an attack focused on 
g7. 

17 ... g6 (70) 

18 b41 



At a game 
collapses. to the 
bishop on in 
our of a C01.mtl:!J"St:.rolce against 
the black ...... , ....... 

18 

gxfS 20 bxc5 
�h8 f6 
�e3+-) 
�e6 and 2S 

19 ,(lxe4 dxe4 
20 ttf6 

The most accurate continu
ation, prohibiting any cnance 
C01.mterplay as in the variation 
20 �e4 ,(ld5!, when Black's 
control of the 

some COlnJ)EmslatiCIn 
the pawn. 

20 
21 

is 
... �4? 
WeB 24 
mate on 

24 a3 
2S axb4 

Black puts 

Scotch 

resistance despite the pawn 
deficit and the 
central presence of 
pieces. 

26 bS cxbS 
27 cxbS �d8 
28 nxe6! fxe6 
29 �e6+ �h8 
30 4Jc6 �b6 
31 the5+ 

It is also perfectly ��ot
to enter an ending a 

two pawns up since 31 t£)xb8! 
tbxf2+ 32 �h1 �b8 �e5+ 
wins. 

31 �8 
32 liJe7+ � 
33 �5 thd8 
34 liJc7 nh6 
35 liJe6 ttf6 
36 �6+ 1-0 

Conclusion 

Recent evidence suggests 
the Scotch Four Knights 
more than a "''''''''NU'ID' w'eaJ:lOn: 
can also be 
practical means 
Black to play accurate 
tiona! moves in 

. 
to achlleve 

roughly equal chances. 
ticular, the new 
and I.autier's prove that even at 
the highest level White can win 

with the Scotch Four Kni.ghts. 



8 Mieses Variation: 8 . . .  4Jb6 

the Scotch 
.. "'''''& .. '..... is clearly nothing like 
as innocuous as its reputation, 

grandmaster practice 
concentrated on an 

"'It, ...... "'thr .. variation for White, 
6 e5. This was 
introduced to 

On:&Nj("P by Mieses, 
it at the 1895 

'invention', 
White aims to 

ei:nc:uJJ_U a space advantage 
mobilization of his pieces. 

.... -.� ... - problem piece is 
bishop, which is 

bloCkEd out of the game on a6 
by a white pawn on c4. It is 
difficult for Black to organize 

move ,., d5, so 
counterchances rest 

vulnerability of the 
ad"anlced white e-pawn. If this 

SUPlported by f4 
numerous holes 

ext;en€leG pawn which Black 
may well be able to exploit. 

main line of the Mieses 
Varlation runs 6 .. .  'IJ1e 7 7 

8 c4 when Black has a 

between two main con
................ ,'u"'. 8 ... 4Jb6 and 8 ... 

In this chapter we shall 
the former of 

l'Inrv:>l'll� to 
ChallceS of an advantage, 

as by two wins 
the World Chanlpion, 

71 
B 

Kuparov - Karpov 
World Championahip 

Lyon (16) 1990 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 li:J6 
5 4Jxc6 bxc6 
6 eS (71) 

move of the Mieses Varlation. 
6 �e7 



7 tge2 4:)d5 
8 c4 �b6 
9 4:)d2 tge6 

mack's alternatives at this 
juncture are analysed in the 
illustrative game Shirev - Ag
destein. 

10 bJ as (12) 

A natural response, planning 
to establish a bishop on b4 and 
reserving the right to under
mine White's queenside with ... 
a4. However, in itself this move 
does nothing to assist mack's 
retarded piece development. 
The altema.tives, 10 ... �b4 and 
10 . . .  !J.e7, are analysed in the 
illustrative game Kasparov -
Piket. 

:t1 !J.b2 !J.b4 
This is rather slow: a more 

consistent approach is 11 ... a4 
although White still has the 
better game. Play might con
tinue 12 � !J.b4 13 �d3 and 
now: 

a) 13 axb3 14 axb3 !!xa1+ 15 
..Q.xa.1 0-0 16 0-0 and White's 
space advantage can be con
solidated after 4.Jf3. 

b) 13 ... d6 14 0-0-0 dxeS 15 
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�eS when the ending is good 
for White. 

d 13 ... d5 14 0-0 (with the 
idea of c£f3) 14 .. . .Q.xd2 15 � 
dxc4 16 bxc4 I£jxc4 17 .Q.xc4 
�c4 18 �a3 when the black 
king is stuck in the middle of 
the board. 

12 a3 !J.xd2+ 
13 tgxd2 d51! 

mack's original intention was 
to relieve the pressure im
mediately by trading off one of 
White's bishops, However, in 
that case White is able to 
undertake a dangerous attack: 
13 .. . a4 14 cS c£)dS 15 b4 �a6 (15 
... f5 16 �c4! �a6 17 �a2± ; 15 ... 
o-om 16 .Q.xa6 !!xa6 17 0-0 
intending f4. However, the 
game continuation is unsatis
factory for mack; he should 
have tried 13 ... o-o!? 14 0-0-0 
when the position would still 
be double-edged. 

14 cxd5 cxd5 
15 �cl 0-0 

mack takes the best prac

tical course, hoping to exploit 
White's undeveloped kingside in 
return for a pawn. The alterna
tives were no better. 

a) 15 ... c6 16 !J.d3 �b7 (16 .. . 
0-0 17 �c2) 17 0-0 when the 
prospect of f4 presents grave 
difficulties for Black. 

b) 15 ... a41 16 !!xc7 axb3 17 
!J.b5+ !J.d7 18 tgb4+-. 

d 15 ... 1d:a7 16 a4± . 
16 �xc7 tgg6 

A more provocative try was 
16 ... d41!, but Kasparov casts 



84 Mieses Variation: 8 ... 

doubt on this in his 
analysis: 17 �d4 t:.;xb3 18 .Q.e2 
.Q.a6 (18 ... 19 .Q.d1;!;; ) 19 e6! f6 

g6 21 �h4 hS 22 
""hii+""',,, rook on the sev'ent:h 
too powerl'ul an influence 
Black to ignore. 

17 f3 

w 

18 g41 
A bold way to contest 

Black's of bl-h7 
would other-

wise enable to 
with ... !Xc2 after an exchange 
of rooks on c8. Although the 
advance on the kingside weak
ens the pawn White 
must break up the rn--ntyiin�,
tion of Black's pieces. Of 
course not 18 n • .Q.xg4? 19 
'ttIbl+ 

18 .Q.bl 
19 .Q.b5 !,!ac8 
20 !'!xc8 !,!xc8 
21 0-0 h5 
22 h31! 
opening 

successful for White and 
now enjoys a clear adv,ant;�e, 

on his extra pawn, two 
active bishops the ,.., .. ".h<:.},_ 

ility of creating a passed pawn 
on the queenside. The test is a 

"'nn"l"n;:l,�h with the long-
term plan of COl:1lCetlltralt:.ing 

on a 
However, Kasparov himself 
pointed out a quicker way of 
ending 22 �4! hxg4 
Z3 �4 (23 ... 24 

.Q.e4 
fxg6 25 !XC! with a clear advan
tage. 

bg4 
Black cannot any 

impression even with an inva-
sion of the rank: 

�4 25 W2 tllh3 
(25 .. . 26 26 !l,f1! 
�g3+ 27 .Qg2+-. 

24 �d4 �6 
Out of question is 24 ... 

25 e6!+-, 
25 !,!f2 !,!c7 

The pawn is poisoned: 25 ... 
.Q.xb3? .Q.d3 g6 �4 ciF4 
(27 ... 28 !!b2 .Q.xd3 29 

28 intending !!b2+. 
26 �7! 
27 b4 

At White mobilizes his 
extra pawn but is well 
placed to block it. Another 
enterprising idea is 27 a4!? 
leaving a3 free for the bishop 
and supporting the 
bishop on bS. For example: 
... {f8 ... .Q.xb3? �3+-j 
27 ... �? 28 !l,xd7 t:.;xd4+ 29 
.Q.xd4 r!xd7 30 r!xc2+-) 28 .Q.a3 
.Q.xb3 (28 . . .  29 !XeS 
30 .Q.a6 !Xc6 31 29 .Q.xf8 



30 Cik2 1;Ic2+ 31 
32.Q.xg7+-. 

27 
28 
29 

axb4 
axb4 t£jf8 
.Q.f1?! 

In a  
trouble 

of time-
plays a slight 
f-pawn could 

have been 
.Q.e2. 

advanced after '19 

29 
30 .Q.d3 
31 MS 
32 �d2 nc6! 

This clever defensive ploy 
cuts out White's of a 
mate on the An im-
mediate attempt to make use 
of the open a-me would be a 
mtst:aKe: 32 ... '8a7? 33 1;Ia2 

telh2 tela7+ 3S \fthl 36 
.Q.xa1 �+ 37 

.Q.d4 
. Now that Black's rook can 

switch to h6 the doub-
on is lnet:teC1U, 

as Black can counter-attack 
with his queen: 33 1;Ih.3?! 
34 tela2 3S .Q.d4 telaJ which 
is according to Kaspa-
rov. 

J3 na6 
34 .Q.bl naa 
JS nh3 Itb3 
J6 .Q.c2 tbxb4 

Black. has little choice but to 
give up exchange since if 
the rook captures on Black 
suffers a complete 36 
. . . 1;Ixb4? 37 telh2 41gb 38 �8+! 
t£Jxh8 39 telh7+ \f)f8 40 �8 
mate. 

Mieses Variation: 8 ... f::p6 8S 

37 � {)g6 
38 e6? 

A more sober was 
simple 38 �xb3 �b3 39 �e3 
preventing Black's counterplay 
after the text: 

14 
W 

38 
39 .Q.xbl 
40 �h2 

41 �b21 

Itbl+ 
tbxbl+ 
fxe6 (74) 

Kasparov a queen 
swap due to the threat against 
g7. The technical of the 

is very difficult White 
is to create a 

passed pawn. 
41 tbxb2+ 

.Q.xb2 t£jf 4 
4J nh4 � 
44 .Q.cJ eS 

This is necessary since White 
would otherwise have ��tPr 

of movement 

4S lk3 d4 
46 .Q.d2 .Q.dS 
47 nhS fIJf7 
48 .Q.aS � 
49 nh8 

It is less accurate to attack 
the 49 .Q.c7?! \f)f6 
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WS+ � S1 W8 �7 and White 
has made no progress. The 
rest of the game shows White 
aocwnulatlng small advantages 
by restricting the mobility of 
the black pieces. It concluded 
as follows: 49 .. . 4Jb2 SO �e8+ 
� S1 .Q.b4+ � 52 �c8+ �7 
(52 ... � 53 .Q.d6+-) 53 �cS 
� 54 �c7 g6 55 �e7+ �6 56 
�d7 .Q.a2 57 �a7 .Q.c4 58 .Q.aS 
.Q.d3 S9 f4 exf4+ (S9 .. . e4? 60 
.Q.b6+-) 60 �4 .Q.c2 61 �a6+ 
� 62 � 4Jd3+ 63 �d4 4Jf2 
64 gS flfS 65 .Q.d2 �7 66 �S 
�4 67 �a7+ � 68 .Q.e3 4Jc3+ 
69 � � 70 .Q.b6+ �8 71 
�c7 c£Je4 72 .Q.e3 c:£Jg3 73 .Q.f4 
4Jh5 74 �a7 �8 75 .Q.h2 c:£Jg7 76 
.Qg1 4JhS 77 .Q.cS+ �8 78 � 
�8! 79 .Q.d4 .Qg4 80 .Q.e5 flf5 81 
:rot7 �g8 82 �c7 �8 83 � 
�8 84 �e7 �8 85 .Q.d6 �8 
86 �e8+ � 87 �e7+ �8 88 
.Q.eS �8 89 �a7 .Qg4 90 �6 
.Q.h3 91 �a3 .Qg4 92 �e3 .Q.fS 93 
�7 � 94 �8 .Qg4 95 .Q.b2 
.Q.e6 96 .Q.c3 .Q.f5 97 �e7+ � 98 
.Q.eS .Q.d3 99 �a7 .Q.e4 100 �c7 
.Q.b1 101 .Q.d6+ �8 102 �7 1-0. 

In the next game, Kasparov 
faced 10 ... .Q.b4. The ensuing 
ending is a good example of 
how to exploit the doubled 
c-pawns. 

Kaaparov - Piket 
Dortmund 1992 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 

3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 4Jf6 
5 4Jxc6 bxc6 
6 eS tIIe7 
7 tIIe2 4Jd5 
8 c4 4Jb6 
I} 4Jd2 

White's other moves are not 
dangerous for Black: 

a.) 9 4Jc3 and: 

at) 9 ... tlJe6!? and: 
all) 10 b3 .Q.b4 11 .Q.b2 0-0 12 

0-0-0 �e8 13 tIJc2 tlJxeS 14 4):lS 
(14 .Q.d3!?) .Q.a3! 15 .Q.xa3 cxdS 16 
cS tlJa.1+ 17 � tlJd4+ 18 � 
tlJa.1+ 1.24 Botterill - Corden, 
Binningham 1975. 

a.12) 10 tlJe4 .Q.b4 (to .. . .Q.a6!1 
11 b3 .Q.b4 12 .Q.d2 .Q.xc3 13 �c3 
dS 14 tlJh4 dxc4 15 .Q.e2 0-0 16 
0-( 4):l5 17 .Q.xc4 ilxc4 18 �c4 
with an edge) 11 .Q.d2 0-0 12 .Q.d3 
fS 13 exf6 �6 14 0-0-0 �e4 
15 4Jxe4 .Q.xd2+ 16 �d2t Oll 
Rozhdestvensky, Parnu 1982 . 

a2) 9 ... .Q.a6 10 b3 0-0-0 11 
.Q.b2 g6 12 0-0-0 .Qg7 13 f4 :rote8 
14 tlJf2 .Q.b7 15 cSt A Osborne -
Wilcox, Paignton 1987 . 

b) After 9 b3 g6 (9 ... as! is 
met by 10 .Q.a3 rather than 10 a4 
tIJb4+! 11 4Jd2 tlJc3 12 �1 .Q.b4) 
White has played: 

btl 10 .Q.b2 .Qg7 11 4Jd2 0-0 12 
0-0-0 dS with an unclear posi
tion, Zhuravlev - Christiansen, 
Carr 1983. 

bz) 10 a4 as 11 .Q.a3 cS 12 � 
.Qg7 13 f4 f61 14 .Q.xcS!± tlJxcS 
15 exf6+ � 16 fxg7 �7 17 
0-0-0 .Q.b7 18 tIJeS+ tlJxeS 19 
fxeS �ad8 20 4Jb5 :rote8 21 .Q.d3 



�e5 �el �de8 
� 24 g3 c5 25 � 1i2� van 

Wiel - Piket, Ch 1992. 
c) 9 -'tf 4 1! �4+! 10 � (10 

� -'ta6; 10 � �4 wins a 
pawn) 10 ... -'ta6 11 b3 0-0-0 and 
White is in difficulties, 

75 
W 

- Kiprov, 1983. 
9 �e6 
10 b3 Sl.b4 (75) 

1his modern method is 
regarded as the most positive 
for mack. However, the older 
system 10 ... -'te7 11 -'tb2 0-0 
nn:>n::I1"ina • • •  dS is also sound: 

dS 14 
dS is 14 ... as! 15 0-0 

16 .Q.xe4 dS 17 cxdS 
18 -'td3 a4 with equal ChalIceS 
according to Gligoric) 15 cxd5 
cxdS 16 � fxe6 17 0-0 1i2� 
Bednarsky - Gligoric, Havana 
1967. 

b) 12 �3!? dS 13 -'td3 <13 
-'tb4 14 -'tc3!1) 13 n. -'tb4 

o-o! .Q.xd2 15 �xd2 16 ..Q.c2 
..Q.a6 17 Well cxb3 18 axb3 with 
an unclear position according 
to Hjartarson, SteilnJUims:son 

Mieses Variation: 8 ... 87 

14 � (14 �e6 .Q.xe6 15 ..Q.d3-) 
14 ... d5 15 ..Q.d3 �h6 16 �1 �5 
17 .Q.c3 � 18 � 19 �el 
fJf6 20 ..Q.c2 21 ..Q.e5 .Q.xe5+ 
�e5 �6 23 �hS h6 24 �1 
�4!-+ Thorhallsson - Hjartar-
son, Ch 1991. 

11 Sl.b2 0-0 
12 0-0-0 

White must concentrate on 
rapid development before he 
undertakes anything hinlself. 
mack met the sluggish a31! 
in an manner in Nij
boer - Wmants, Wijk aan 
1992: 12 .. .  -'txd2+ 13 �d2 f6! 14 
c5 � 15 0-0-0 fxeS 16 ..Q.c4 d6 
17 g3 W3 18 cxcl6 cxcl6 19 �aS 
..Q.b7 20 �d2 �8 21 �1 a6 22 
�c1 �af8 23 � h6 24 h4 �g6 

hS �6 'liJ -'txdS cxdS 27 � 
..Q.a8 28 d4 29 *5 30 
..Q.c1 31 �d6 32 � 
�c8 33 �ell 0-1. 

12 . . .  d5 
exd6 �d6 

14 {)f3 
White does not allow ... ..Q.f5 

after which his king would 
to look vulnerable. 
14 ... �h6+ 

�3 �e3+ 
16 fxe3 neB 

A dynamic endgame (or 
middlegame without queens!) 
has arisen. e-pawn is an 
obvious target and . .. to 
open the a-file would also be 
desirable for mack. However, 
White the long-term 

weak c-pawns, 
meantime can use 



88 Mieses Variation: 8 ... fj:J6 

his space advantage to restrict 
the opponent's pieces. 

76 
W 

11 e41 4Jd1 
The weakness of the back 

rank makes the pawn taboo. 
18 e5 as 
19 ,Q,d3 4:Jc5 
20 ,Q,c2 a4 
21 4Jd4 

In the space of five moves 
Kasparov has secured a power
ful initiative. The e-pawn has 
been transfonned from a 
potential weakness to a 
strength and pressure is al
ready being applied to the 
c-pawns. 

21 axb3 
22 axb3 l':Ia6 
23 h3 

A sly move to prevent the 
manoeuvre .. . .Qg4-h5-g6 which 
would allow Black to exchange 
his most ineffectual piece. 
However, Piket prefers 21 �1 
.Qg4 22 �± . 

23 4Je6 
24 l':Ihf1 4::,xd4 
25 l':Ixd4 g6 

Black is understandably 
frustrated by the problems 

associated with his back rank 
and aims to rectify the situa
tion. However, the pair of 
bishops on b2 and c2 ensure 
that the black king does not 
fmd a safe haven. 

26 ,Q,e4 
21 �2 

28 hIat 

,Q,e6 
,Q,e1 (71) 

A systematic campaign is 
being waged against the 
doubled c-pawns. Now that 
their main defender is taken 
away, the other rook is obliged 
to take up a passive role since 
... cS would not alleviate Black's 
problems. 

28 
29 ,Q,xat 
30 ,Q,b2 
31 c5 

A far-sighted idea to finnly 
blockade the black c-pawns, 
since 31 ... .Q.xcS would allow 
White to create a passed a
pawn after 32 �a4, e.g. 32 ... 
�4 33 bxa4 .Q.d5 34 .Q.f3 .Q.b6 
35 .Q.c3 .Q.xf3 36 gxf3 cS 37 as 
.Q.a7 38 �3 followed by 39 �4 
and .Q.d2-e3, winning for White. 

31 . . .  hIaS 



b4 l::la6 
33 .Q.c3 f6 
34 l::ldl fxeS 
3S l::la1 l::lxa1 
36 .Q.xa1 M6 

Not very is 36 ... .Q.d7 
37 .(lxe5 .Q.d8 38 intending 
a decisive invasion via a4-aS
a6-b7. However, in time
trouble, Black to spot a 
Chance to equalize: 36 . . .  SlfS! 37 
.(lxi'S gxf5 38 .Q.xe5 .(ld8- .  

37 .Q.xc6 .Q.fS+ 
38 !1}b3 'IJf7 
39 bS tIle7 
40 'llre4 .Q.e6+ 

1-0 
Black lost on time, but after 

41 his position would be 
noplele:ss in any case. 

In the Mieses Variation there 
is stlll great scope for innova
tion. In the following game 
White meets 9 ... as!? (instead 
of 9 ... �) by the remarkable 
10 h4. 

Shirov - Agdellteln 
Oslo 1992 

1 e4 eS 
2 � � 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4)xd4 �6 
5 4)xc6 bxc6 
6 eS tlJe7 
7 � 
8 

Even at this early stage 
White can try 8 h4!? although 

looks premature 8 ... 

Missres Venat:lon: 8 ... tfjJ6 89 

a) 8 .. . db 9 c4 � 10 exd6 
(van der Wlel - van der 

Sterren. Budel 1987) 11 .(le3;1; . 
b) 8 ... 9 c4 c£jb6 10 �  

� 11.(ld2 12 �e4 .(la6 b3 
14 exd6 cxd6 15 .(le3- van 

der Wlel - Wedberg, Stock-
1987. 

c) 8 ... f6! 9 c4 .(la6 10 � 
fxe5 11 naJ t£:P4 � �4 13 
g3 14 � 4Jxa6 15 .Q.f'4 
(van der Wle! - Tunman, Neth-
1IOII"\$Inr!Ji! 1987) . . .  �!+ . 

8 4Jb6 
9 {)d2 as 

Black immediately advances 
his a-pawn to meet White's 
intended 10 b3 with n. a4, dis-

his structure. 
worthy consideration is 

the fianchetto: 9 ... .(lb7 10 
0-0-0 11 .(lh2 cS (11 .,. �e6 12 
0-0-0 .(le7 f4 14 �;I; 
Padevski - Holmov, Dresden 
1956) 12 0-0-0 db 13 exd6 t;xd6 
14 �g4+1! (14 g3!1 Slxhl lS .(lh3+ 
l1iib8 16 l::lxh1 and White is 
slightly according to 
Keene) 14 ... \\b8 Sle2 h5 16 
�S �h6! Slf3 .(le8 18 �1 
(18 �!1 or t8 � 18 ... fS 19 
� 20 �e5 (20 .(lxh8 �8 

dark squares arnlkJnr! 
white king are too vulner

able) 20 ... Sld6 21 �6 g4 22 
Sle2 (22 � �6 .(le2 Slf4 
and is better) 22 ... �4 

f3 fIhe8 24 .(ldJ � 25 .(lc2 
Slf4 26 tic3 'l*f2 Zl g3 SleS 28 
�S � 29 .Q;!<eS gxf3 30 
ntUl � 31 .Q.f'4 0-1 Chandler -
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Adams, Hastings 199V92. 
10 h411 (78) 

The idea behind White's 
unconventional moves is to 
build up a pawn f4 

g3 without having to to 
worry about the counter-blow 
... gS. White reasons that 
Black's situation will 
prevent him able to 
undermine the pawns. How
ever, White can also tty 10 � 
(to g3 .1la6 11 .Qg2 0-0-0 12 b3 f6 
13 .Ilb2 fxeS 14 O-O! is unclear 
according to Shirov) 10 ... g6 11 
.IldJ �4 12 �! (12 o-o?! � 
13 � .Qg7 14 {f3 4:Je6 15 h4 
0-0 16 hS d6 17 hxg6 18 

�d6 19 �d1 {f4 20 
�4 21 �e4 22 
�- Lau - Emms, Copen
hagen 1992) 12 ... .Qg7 13 0-0 0-0 
14 �el .Ilb7 15 �1 fS 16 exf6 
�6 17 .Ile3 18 c5 19 
4JxaS .IlaB 20 �e2 d6 21 and 
Black had �g�t compen
sation for the pawn: Lau -

Emms. Copenhagen play 
1992. 

78 
B 

10 . . •  &41 
nonnal support of c4 by 

b3 is now ruled out. 
11 g3 lIaSl 

A novel way to activate the 
rook. adding pressure iil2:i:IIlmiL 

Normally, this is 
largely redundant on aB, so this 
is an interesting venture. 

12 f4 .i,la6 
13 r!b21 

As Black �ven up 
right to castle queenside, White 
is confident that the rook move 

not place the white king in 
any danger, since Black cannot 
afford to open up kingside 
whilst his own monarch is in 
the centre. Of course, White 
can always castle queenside 

if necessary. 
13 • • •  f61 (79) 

An incautious move, played 
is the belief that 
Black can the diSlmatltllilg 
of White's pawn structure. 
Agdestein himself suggests 13 
.. . �8! intending 14 ... f6 as an 
lm):lrov'em4ent: 14 � f6 15 exf6 

(15 .. . �6 16 ciJe4 'the7 17 
with atl unclear position; 

or ... gxf6 16 t!iJd3 �b4 17 a3 
� 18 �c3 19 � �) 



16 gxf6 17 �e3 .Q.cS 18 
with chances both 

14 exi6 exi6 
15 WI 

The latent power of the rook 
on h2 will after the 
queen exchange but in 
meantime White tries to 
the loose rook on as. 

15 axb3 
The is bleak 

since White con
trols all key squares and 
Black's pawn structure is very 
weak. 

16 �b3 11a4 
17 4Jc5 �e2+ 

A whole piece is lost 17 
... 18� � 19 with 
the threat of 20 'iJtxe 7... relea.s-

the bishop to on a6. 
18 11xe2+ 'lJf7 
19 �4 �4 
20 11c2 . 

White is the up 
and should able to convert it 
to victory. pawn on c4 is a 
slight handicap, but as soon as 
one of the rooks infIltrates 
Black's situation will become 
desperate. Shirov is now pre
pared to meet 20 ... �8 by 21 
'iflf2 � 22 fS 23 .Q.d2 �4 
24 .Q.el, when Black's counter-

has dissolved. 
20 
21 
22 
23 

.Q.cS 
:thl 11e8+ 
.Q.e2 4)b6 
�1 ne4 
.Q.d3 nd4 
�2 (80) 

The way to continue 

M1E� Variation: 8 ... fjJ6 

s�gle the 
c-pawn; White will 
continue with 26 .Q.b3 and 
quickly consolidate his material 
advantage. However, Shirov 
suggests that other capture 
would 2S ••• 

26 .Q.xc4+ �c4 � 
when White still has some 
technical difficulties to over
come. 

80 
B 

2S �c4 
26 :th8! 11xd3 
27 lftxd3 4)e3+ 
28 � dS1t 

White able to win 
28 ... �c2!? due to the 

passed a-pawn: 29 �c2 hS 30 
fS .Q.e2 31 a4.Qg4 32 .Q,xf5+ 33 
� .Q.e4 34 �7! Slf2 35 a6 
36 rtxc7 � a7 White 
has a won position according 
to Tl.sdall. 

29 ,a.xe3 .Q.xe3 
30 '3ib4 �7 

11xc6 
32 11xc7+ 
33 nea ,g,d2 
34 11d8+ 1-0 

An inventive both 
players. 
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Conclusion 

It is too early to make a 
defmite assessment of the 8 ... 
� variation. However, prac-

tical have in 
White's favour it would 
appear that Black has more 
problems to solve in this line 
than White. 



9 Mieses Variation: 8 n .  �a6 9 b3 

Although 8 . .. � been 
seen in many recent grand
master games, it is still not as 
popular as 8 ... pinning the 
white c-pawn preparing to 

Of course, 
move the drawback 

that Black am no longer create 
early counterplay with ... as-a4, 
but it does mean Black am 
00l1I!1id.er placing d5-knight 
on another Although 9 
4)12 has the traditional 
response to 8 ... .Q.a6, Kasparov 
has popularized 9 b3, 
which was seen to devastating 
effect in his c:ru.shing victory 
over Anatoly Karpov at TIlburg 
in l99t' � l 

��!;L/ 
t e& eS 
2 {)f3 4)c6 
3 d4 exd4 
.(. 4.Jxd.(. 1i:::J6 
5 � bxc6 
6 eS \VIe? 
? fte2 4)dS 
8 c4 .Q.a6 
9 b3 (81) 

This is the move that 

Mleses Variation 
in recent times, largely due to 
Gary Kasparov's influence. 

9 g6 
Karpov to steer 

clear of 9 .. . 0-0-0, which is 
examined in the next illustra
tive game, 9 ... �4, which 
is featW"ed in Sax - van 
Wrel. If White responds rou
tinely to Black's fianchetto 
am easily find himself in 
difficulties, 10 .Q.b2 11 

(11 g3!?) 11 '" <ilb4 we 
see the black knight taking up 
a more active out post than b6) 
12 CiJ3 c5 13 g3 0-0 14 .Qg2 
now: 

a) 14 ... � 15 0-0 d6 16 �1 
�7 17 � .Q.xe5  18 .Q.xe5 �e5 
19 a3 � 20 t£::P3 �e7 21 4)£4 
(Hjartarson - Port1sch, Reyk-
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javik 1990 21 . . .  !J.b7 22 b4 i:P4 
2J !J.xb7 c6; . 

b) 14 ... dS 15 0-0 
�ad8 17 �d1 

!J.b7 US �S 20 f4 h4!?) 
20 . .. h6 21 4.Jf3  gS; Sveshnikov 

St. 

10 f4! 
Kasparov is well prepared 

immediately reveals his 
This the 
and can 

Innnri...-i by g3. 
10 • • .  f6 
instant attempt 

Ii .......... ' .... the ac1Viima:!d 
a game Karpov a 
more sedate path: 10 ... � 11 
!J.d2 �. 12 � .!J.¥ 13 iYf3; 
� 14 .Q.xc3 !J.b7 15 0-0-0 cS 
16 � ..Q,xc3 17 � 18 
h4 :hei: 19' l:tb3 .M � 
dxe5 ·at trxeS � �:t 

� lfixd8 f1d2 .. 
Gelfand - Karpov, 

1m. 
11 !J.a3! tt)f1! 

The alternatives Black 
in an awkward situation. 

a) 11 ... cS!? and now: 
aU 12 !J.b2 4Jxf'4 (12 ... !J.g7!1) 

13 meq,+-
12 g3 fxeS 13 

now: 
a21) 13 .. . c6 14 fxeS 

0-0 16 � inte'nOO12 
Kasparov ........... , .......... 

position to be -�b" £-J 

for White. 
13 . . .  e4 14 (14 t#xe4 

lOMV,........ 15 !J.xe4 with an 

unclear position) 14 ... .Qg7 15 
!J.xg 7 'iJlxg 7 16 'iJlxe4+ �8 
'iJlxdS �e8+ 18 �2 'iJJxat-+.  

b} 11 ... 4Jb4 12 !J.b2 fxeS 13 
i:PS 14 'iJlxeS4:Jf6 '15 !J.e2 .Qg7 16 
� d6 'iJlxe7+ �7 18 !J.f3±. 

�d2 
In of 

(upon which these notes are 

based), Kasparov demonstrates 
that Black to forfeit the 
right to caStle is not 
enough an advantage: 
exf6+ �8 13 � �6 14 !J.b2 
�+ 15 !J.e2 !J.b4 16 c£Jc3 �e8 17 
0-0-0 !J.xc3 !J.xc3 'iJJxe2 (18 ... 
cf)xc3 19 'iJlxe2 20 
�g4 21 19 cxdS- . 

12 � 
The 12 . . . .Qxa3 

cxdS !J.a6 <14 ... 
�7 15 favours White: 

a) dxc6 16 0-0-0;1;. 
b) 
bi) 

17 � 
�+-. 

b2} 15 . . .  !J.b7 16 'iJlxc7 'iJlxd5 17 
�b7 18 �1 �4+ 19 
�+ (19 ... �4+ 20 �2 
21 �i) � �3+ 21 
�4+ �1 and White is 
winltlirut ii'ltYYlmh,g to Speelman. 

-'txt! 
14 cxb6 axb61 

at this early 
to play "'ytr .... 11'I".lv 

to survive. 
relying on 
!J.xg2! �2 

fxeS 18 fxeS �4 
unc.leaI" position. 



ever, he had two alternatives, 
one good one bad: 

tV 14 ... ila6! 15 bxc7 fxeS! 16 
� �4! 17 � �4+ 18 � 
<t8 g3 �e4+ 19 �2? .\l;xa3+) 18 
... �4+ 19 � (19 � ilxa3 20 
c8�)+ � 21 �8+ 'life7 22 
ttxh8 23 'liIe2 � 24 
tbxes+ 2S which is 
equal according to Kasparov) 19 
T �+ and now: 
v 2O � �4+ 21 � 

Mleses VRriRtinn' 8 ... 9 b3  

(24 tbg4 ild6) 24 .. . cxdS 2S 
�8 26 27 

ilb4 and Black. is slightly . 
� .. mh"O' to Speelman. 

b) 14 ... 15 �8 16 
�aJ ila6 17 (}-()-()! .Q.xb7! (17 ... 
�b7? 18 e6!) 18 IDle1 0-0 19 
tbxd7 and Kaspan)v cc)nSi(:I.ers 

position to clearly better 
White. 

15 e6!! 
A powerful intermezzo 

which places the black position 
brink of rollapse. Db
after ... tbxe6+ 16 lJtxft 

.\l;xa3 17 4Jxa3 �aJ 18 the 
black. queen leaves the board. 

15 ... dxe6 
16 ilxf8 rId8 

�b2 ilxg2 
Black rould also retain the 

bishop in order to highlight the 
exposed position of the white 
king after an eventual ... gS: 

'I a2) 20 tbxg2++. tV 17 ... ild3! 18 ilaJ gS! 
V aJ) 20 and: � gxf4 20 0-0-0 cS 21 �;.t . 

aJ1) 20 .. . ,Wt6+? �! b) 17 . . .  ila6 18 ilb4! cS ilc3 
now: 0-0 � 0-0-0, 

\I 21 ... .Q,xd2+ �d2 when White is again slightly 
�4+ 23 \t}e1 �h4+ (23 .. .  tbe3+ better according to Kasparov. 
24 � �c3+ 2S � 24 g3 18 �2 'l;xf8 
�4+ 2S �+-. The difference 
" a312) 21 ... �4 �1! Karpov's 
23 c8�)+ (23 �1 .Q.f 4) ... 15 ilxf8 
� 24 �8+ rt;f7 �a6 position is now clear. the 
� 26 �2 �4+ 27 � �c3+ c6-pawn is unprotected Black 
28 �bl+-. will only have two pawns for 

aJ2) 20 ... �e3+! 21 � the and white king in 
ilxa3+ 22 tbxa3 �!-+. the centre is not a problem 

--==-=a""'4):-""20rmW[7.:!di'T3 -1iwxg=:tT2+:-"'I121�@2�""" since the black pieces are re-
ilxa3 22 IDle1 0-0 23 tbxd7 (23 ."'1"1"11"'1'''''"' by own pawns. 
�S d6) 23 ... �d5 24 tbxdS+ 19 �c::6 rId6 
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20 �3 fih7 
21 4::ld2 nhdB 
22 0-0-0 tie8? 

Black threatens to win the 
queen with 23 ... nc6, but a 
much move was 

with the same idea. In
stead, after 22 ... t#d7 23 �c2 

24 �4 � 25 a4 or 23 ... 
b5 25 t£)e4 White would have 
few problems. 

23 flxc7+! n8d7 
Stealing the c-pawn seems 

risky as it opens up the c-ftle 
but White has it all under 
oont.rol. The point is ... 
\k8 fails to 24 �4 exchanging 
rooks. 

83 

W 

24 ttc2 'Wb8 
25 �4 ndS (83) 

There is no way out either 
after 25 ... nxdl+ 26 nxdl �4+ 
Zl litbl �1+ 28 �1 � 29 
t#d7+ Iitth6 30 <Kasparov). 

26 ttf2! 
Although White has a 

material plus there is still some 
way to go before this can be 
rnrIV,,",1'M into a VlM'nrv 

he must restrict Black's ooun
terplay. before advancing his 

queenside pawns or marching 
in with his king. The knight on 
c4 has a vital role as it 
guards White's king, freeing his 
other more active 

26 ... ttc7 
27 flxb6 flxf4+ 
28 tte3 ttg4 

Obviously Black cannot 
to exchange queens as 

White oould then ad-
vance his queenside pawns. 

29 ndg1 tth4 
30 l'1g3 eS 
31 !ih3 ttg4 
32 l'1g1 

White has mar'shalled his 
with great care. only 

way Black can make progress is 
to advance his passed pawns 
but then White would be 

to exploit the 
eXJ;IOSE!d position of the king. 

32 ndt+ 
33 nxdt flxd1+ 
M �2 hS 
3S l'1g3 tth1 
36 ttf2 h4 
37 ttg2 ttxg2+ 
38 nxg2 gS 
39 .4 lftg6 
.w aS  M 
41 b4 h3 
42 l'1g3 nh7 
-'3 a6 fS 
44 nal 1-0 

Prior to the Tl1burg en
oounter Kasparov and Karpov 
had already this 
variation in the fourteenth 



game 1990 World 
Championship On 
oa::asion Karpov 9 .. . 
0-0-0 and, after a fascinating 
struggle, the game was drawn. 

lU 
W 

Kuparo'V - Karpo'V 
World Champlo:uhip 

Lyon (14) 1990 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

4Jf3 
d4 
4jxd4 
4Jxc6 
eS 
i)e2 
c4 
b3 

10 g3 

eS 
� 
exd4 
f}f6 
hxc6 
tlJe7 
� 
A.-
0--0-0 (84) 

This is Kasparov's innova
tion, a gambit idea which has 
breathed new life into the 
Mieses Variation. Breaking the 
pin immediately with 10 �2!? 
promises little; Ljubojevic -

Seirawan, Wijk aan 1988, 
con1t:inu4E!d. 10 ... tiJb6 11 � 
12 .Q.f4 g5 13 .Qg3 .Qg7 14 � f5 
15 f4 gxf4 16 .Q.xf4 �eS 17 �eS 
�eS 18 0-0; .  Also harmless is 
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10 .Q.b2 
10 . . .  �e8 

Not so good is 10 ... g51! 11 
.Q.a3 when White is better. 

85 
W 

U .Q.b2 f6 
12 .Q.g2 fxeS (85) 

13 0-0 
White's compeD!I81ion for 

the pawn lies in the weakness
es in .Black's pawn struct.ure 
and the aorry-lookmg black 
bishop 00 ab. One of KasparoVs 
team of analysts, Az.maiparash
villi, has suggested that White 
can improve at this point with 
13 �. a move whidl has 
been successfully tested: 13 ... 
g6 14 0-0-0 .Q.h6!? (14 ... 15 
�, intending 15 
'itibl Z!hffl 4:Je4 17 twe1! 
�6 18 t:£jxf6 1!xf6 19 f4 rJ!7 20 
t#aS .Q.b7 21 �± ThorhaUs
son - Stefansson, Iceland 1991. 

Not content with a passive 
stance, Black goes on the 
offensive. 

14 �d2 
The right response; on 14 

� h4 15 hxg3 16 hxg3 
�5 17 � Black has the 
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brighter prospects due to his 
pressure on the h-fIJ.e. 

14 • • .  1i:lf6 
15 �aS 

A powerful riposte. Now 
pawn is regained and White 
begins to make inroads into the 
black king position. 

86 

W 

15 . • •  .Q.b7 (86) 
If 15 ... �7 16 .Q.a3 tfJe6 17 

intending .Q.xf8 
Black in dire straits. 

16 .Q.a3! 
A precautionary 

measure as 16 thxa7?! tyc5! 
17 tya4 (17 � ,(,lxc5 with the 
idea of ... h4+) 17 ... � and ... 
,(,lcS Black has exrellent chan-
res. 

16 . . •  �e6 
17 .Q.xf8 lIhxf8 

White can consider a rapid 
queenside pawn storm after 17 
... JIexf81 18 t!Jxa7 h4 19 a4! 

" hxg3 20 as � 21 a.6+-. 
18 �7 �g4! 

A marvellous move to 
counter White's fearsome but 
rather slow attack. left to his 
own devires Kasparov can play 
a4--aS-a.6 or �-b4-a.6, so 

Black must play actively. The 
text simultaneouslY prepares ... 
Yhd4 to exchange queens and 
supports the advanre of the 
h-pawn to where it smoth-
ers the kingside. 

19 4Ja3 h4 
The offer to trade queens is 

wisely delayed, sinre the white 
knight would too 
powerful 19 ... �d4 20 cS 
� t£:y::4-aS is too 
strong) 21 4:Jc4 � 22 
when the e5-pawn is under fire 
and White can follow up with 
.Q.f1. After 19 ... h4, 20 
c5 hxg3 21 hxg3 tyhS leaves 
Black in the a.scendl.anc::y, 

20 4Jc2 
21 .Q.hl �4 
22 a4! 

The attempt to win the piece 
meets with an amusing fmale: 
22 f31 4Jxg3 23 fxg4 4Je2 mate. 
In this inaed.ibly complicated 

Kasparov finds the 
only move to deny Black an 
advantage: 

a) 22 4)=3 �g6+ . 
b) 22 t£:P4 4:Jc3 23 

C) 22 � 
22 . • .  4Jc3 
23 lIse1?1 

Kasparov should have given 
his king an escape square, but 
not with f3? 4Je2+ (23 ... 
24 tjxb7+!) 24 'i£lf2 tyg6+ . Of 
course, a stronger continuation 
is 23 1Ifel! 4Je2+ 24 �1 �4 25 
c:£jxd4 �4 26 �d4 exd4 27 
� �e8 28 JIel 1If8 29 f4! 



gS 30 \f]f2! gxf 4 31 g4 32 cS 
when White is slightly better 
"' ........ nmli1"l0' to Azmaiparashvilli, 
but Kasparov was probably 
worried about vulnerability 
of his f2-square. 

2J ... 
nxe2 
4Jb4 

A risky attempt to open up 
position. Black was not 

content with forcing vari-
ation 2S ... 26 � Z1 
�+ 7 ?)  
�4+ 30 f!xf2 �+ with a 
draw by perpetual check. Less 
enticing is 2S ... 26 4Ja6 � 

�b7 f!xf2 28 �c7+ 'lite? ?) 
tbeS+ �8 30 'lite7 31 �gS+ 
$'re6 32 

adS cxdS 
27 .Q.xdS 

other capture 
nowhere: Z1 �dS?! 'ftIa6 28 
t§d6 and White's attack peters 
out. A more searching test is 27 
!!c1! (Z1 ... nd8? -'l,xdS 
%:txdS ?) �dS "N7 30 �+-) 
28 � ne7 (28 ... "N7!?)±,  e:g. 
?) �dS .Q.xdS .Q.xdS nxf2 31 
.Q.e6+ �8 32 .Q.xh3 nxh2 33 
�c2 34 ft1dS+ and mate fol
lows. 

27 
28 4.JxdS 
29 tta6+ 
30 
31 

White is on the point of 
consolidating his At 
the moment he a pawn for 

sacrificed exchange, and 
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has targets at c7, and h3. 
However, a more accurate 

was 31 'lie 7 32 
33 !!el;;t 34 4Jc4?? (34 

�4!) 34 .. .  35 hxg3 b2+ 
36 � 37 �1 mrt mate. 

87 
B 

!th8! 
32 �1 nxb3 
33 *"h3+ �8 
34 thhS �8 
35 t!td1 (87) 

35 ...  
In mutual time-trouble, 

.settles for a 
HOJ:)E!lelSS is 35 ... �4 

dual the 
rook and the brutal check on 
d6 wins  . 

36 fxe3 
lIth1 

38 lttg1 
39 lIth1 
40 lItgl 
41 «fc2 

One the most enterprising 
lines against Kasparov' s 9 b3 is 
9 ... �h4. This 
sortie leads to 
nons. 
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Sax - van de!' Wlel 
Wljk un Zee 1992 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 �6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 �6 
S 4Jxc6 hxc6 
6 eS tlle7 
7 tlle2 4JdS 
8 c4 .Q.. 
9 b3 tih4 

A reply for White to 
meet as Blade both 
10 ... .Q.b4+ and ... �4. Although 
!'I!I'ely St'!.II'.!ft in tou.mament play, 
White I'JII!II!ds to be properly 
pn!pIif1d to meet this move, as 
It wW DO doubt ba::lome very 
fashiooable if the evid.ence of 
the IIItem game Is anything to 
go by. 

10 &3  
is oomidend by WID del' 

Wiel to be the only f&llllble 
move, but to.Q.b2 has al80 been 
played: 

a) 10 ... .Q.b4+ and now: 

at) 11 � if4 12 tiel c£)e6 13 
g3 tig4+ 14 .Q.e2 t;h3; Gufeld 
VlStanetskis, USSR 1956. 

a2) 11 i):!2 0-0 12 �!? (12 
g3!?) 12 ... .Q.xd2+ 13 �d2 _S+ 
14 � ciJb6 15 .Q.d3 �8 16 �h3 
g6 17 � d5 18 exd6 .Q.c8 (A 
Osborne - C. M. Brown, Tor
quay 1987) 19 �3! �g3 20 
hxg3 cxd6 21 1!xb7! �7 22 
�+ �8 23 nh8 mate. 

7 b) 10 .. ..Q.c5 11 �g5 12 ( ciJb6 13 .Qg2 0-0 14 0-0 WeB 15 
�4 tt1fe7 16 _4 \tth8 f6 18 

�c5 �c5 19 'f!e7 '[!ad1 
'f!d8 21 �el .Q.b7 .Q.d4 �4 23 
.Q.c3 !Xxe1+ 24 'f!xel �8 25 .Q.b4 
�g8 26 'f!e7 1-0 S. Arkell -
Chukhrova, Cappelle la Grande 
1992. 

10 . • •  .Q.cS (88) 
A sharp line which to 

incredible complications. 
relatively tame 10 ... if4 should 
not cause White any problems 

11 �e4 �6 12 �e3 c5 
now: 

a) 13 4Jc3 �4 14 �d4 
15 4JbS .Q.xbS 16 cxb5 �5 17 
.Q.b3 ()..()-() 18 .Q.xd4 'f!eB 19 \fld2 
� 2J) f4 � 21 g3 b7 22 
!tel to 24 b4:t karuev - Nasi
bulUn. Novosibirsk 1989. 

hi 13 g3ttd4 14 � od4 15 
f4 JJP7 16 �1 � 17 exd6 � 
18 .QFI3 as 19 � 0-0 2J) � 
Itfd8 21 ci)i24:18 22 :hI � 21 
b4 axb4 24 ab4 :.a 2S cS .Q,f8 
26 ,g,::4 ':c2 'Zl ,C.b3 ncB 28 � 
� 29 � d.1 3D  � IIc2 31 
� 4)14 32 �4 �4 33 
-'lxc3 dxc2 34 �cl+- Karasev -
Aleksandrov, Podolsk 1990. 

88 

W 

11 .Q.h2 
If White atump'ts to 



the queen away with 11 g3 then 
Black has a sacrif
ia!, 11 ... .Q.xf2+, 

a) 12 �! � 
� 14 � (14 :ID>8!?) 14 ... 
'f!bxeS 15 thxdS+ 16 
�e4+ 17 �e4 .Q.xfl 18 
0-0; .  

b) � 13 (13 
� � 14 .Qg2 tbxh2 cxdS 

16 c6 ... d4!? in-
tending 17 .Q.b71 17 
�h6+ 18 with an Wl(";l� 

position) 13 .. .  � 14 iJi2 
4):3+ (14 ... 0-0 IS �! f6 16 e6 
dxe6 intending 18 cxdS) 
15 � 16 4Jxe4 �e4+ 17 
.Q.d3 �g4 ... �e5 18 .Q.b2 
�gS 19 h4 � 20 l;Ie1+ �8 21 
WU 18 .Q.fS �hS 19 f6 20 
exf6 gxf6 21 �1+! Gut-
man indicates as clearly better 
for White. 

Another interesting idea is 11 
tM'3 .Q.d4 l;Ia2 c£Jb6 13 .Q.d3 
0-0-0 14 Thorhallsson -
JOlllSson, HafMrfJ.rdi 1992. 

U . e .  4Jf4 
In his analysis to the game -

(upon which notes are 
van Wiel shows 
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12 tf(3t? 
It might more accurate to 

cover e4 from another angle: 12 
� �d2? c:£Jh3! 13 gxh3 
�+) 12 ... �g4 13 f3 �g6 14 
� �h6 15 .Q.c1 (15 g3?! .Q.e3! 16 
� 4:Je6 17 � .Q.c1 with an 
tmclear position) 15 n. gS 16 
�, which is unclear according 
to van Wiel. 

12 ... 4Je6 
13 (89) 

White been waiting to 
play this for the last five moves 
and takes the fIrSt opportunity 
to do so. Also worth colllSider-

is risky 13 .Q.d3 4):14 14 
4Jxb3 15 �b3 �+ 16 
with an unclear position. 

13 ... t!)h61 
that ambitious 11 ... �;::.::..:-
does nothing to resolve 
complicatiolllS after 12 g3! �4 
13 fxe3 � (intending 
15 0-0-0 or 15 � 14 ... :ID>8 15 
b4 �g1 (15 ... .Q.xe3?! 16 �e3 
.Q.xc4 17 0-0-0 .Q.xf1 18 thf2± ; 15 
... .Q.xc4!? 16 �c4 .Q.xe3 17 

lbis maintailllS momen-
tum by keeping active in order 
to exploit White's lack of 

*1 with an ......... " ....... posatlonJ 
bxcS .Q.xc4 17 
0-0-0 :!lxh2o::l. 

development. 
two other interesting poslSlbil
ities: 

a) 13 ... US 14 �2 �4+ 15 
�4 4Jxe4 16 f4! c£if2 17 b4 
.Q.e3 � .Q.b6 19 �1 .Q.e3 (19 
... 4Jxh1 20  cS) 20 �- . 

b) 13 ... �7 14 iJi2 (}{)-O!? 
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b4 .Qd4 16 !J.xd4? 4Jxd4 17 
�4 �+-+ A. Gomez - L. 
VaIdes, Cuba 1991 

14 {)d2 
15 tid31 

A more precise continuation 
is the immediate 15 b4! .Qd4?! 
US ... 0-00 16 !J.xd4 �d4 17 
� cS 18 .Qg2± . 

IS 
16 .Qg2 

b4 

0-0 
�fd8 
d6 

90 
W 

22 0-0 
The White's White is counting on the 

flfteenth move, voluntarily weakness of the double c-
placing queen on the d-ftle, pawns and the immobility 
is now apparent. Black gains a Black's light-squared bishop to 

due to the discovered provide the 
as White must pawn. 

with queen. For 18 22 ...  bIbd8 
!J.xc6? dxeS 19 �2 (19 �c2 23 �fel �6 
!J.xf2+-+) 19 ... 4)i4-+ .  An accurate move which 

18 tie2 {)d41 the of the 
gives White a chance to pawn on If . . . !J.xc4 24 

get back into the game. It is t£Jxd4! (24 �c4 !J.xf2+ 25 � 
better to play 18 ... .Qd4 when �d1 26 �d1 �d1 Z1 'ltxc6 
White is forced to enter a 'ltxc6 28 !J.xc6 �d3+ ) 24 .. , 

series are �4 �d4 �d4 26 
in Black's favour: 19 (19 emerges with an 
.Qxc6 19 ... �d6 20 
.Qxb2 21 �2 �d4 22 0-0 
4:J:::S tM'6!) 22 ... 

19 
White sensibly gives up a 

pawn rather than the 
Black attack which would 
follow 19 �c3 �hS! 20 
4Jf3 (2() �e2+ 21 �1 
�!-+) 20 ... dxeS 21 bxcS �3 
winning. 

19 
20 �dl 
21 �b3 

£txd4 
dxeS 
nd6 (90) 

equal game . 
24 �d2 
2S eS 
26 

g6 
ne6 
flig7 

&4 hS 
28 h4 £te8 
29 �d411 

White misses a golden 
opportunity to restore the 
balance: 29 £th3! 30 !J.xc8 
�c8 314Jxd4 exd4 �d4- . 

29 nxd4 
30 nxd4 
31 tic4 �eS1! 



In mutual time-trouble both 
players begin to 
Black could have nN>_ITM 

31 ... 

twxd4? 
Now White overlooks a way 

of the f'-n.:.Ul1"'I 

d-pawn: 32 
�h2 and 34 XIxd4. 

Ile1 ... 
�h2 nxd1 

34 thxdl tbb2 
Amazingly, Black fails to 

notice that the can be 
captured. Mter 34 ... �2 
�a1+! �7 (35 ... Yhf6 36 �d1; 35 
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... f61! 36 �d1 with the initiative) 
36 � .Q.e6 37 �h1 Black re
tains an advantage. 

�el .Q.d1 
2fz..". 

Conclusion 

K.A!IO:nAl"'irtV � 9 b3 in the main line 
of the Mieses Variation has 
proved to be a very dangerous 
weapon. Clearly Black has 
prOle>lenlS to both 9 

and 9 ... 0-0-0, 
counter-attacking 9 n. �h4 
leads to highly complex posi
tions. 



10 Mieses Variation: 
8 . . .  �a6 9 4Jd2 

variation with 9 is a ...................... opJX>rturuty. 
choice a long 9 4Jb6 (91) 

time was considered the main 
line, but been rather 91 
eclipsed in recent years by W 
Kasparov's devotion to 9 b3. 
However, it is not necessarily 
inferior; Grandmasters Tnnman 

Sveshnikov have both 
experirnen.ted with it and prac-

have very 
encouraging. 

Harding - Zhividov 
Corr 1916 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 

e4 
4)f3 
d4 
4Jxd4 
4Jxc6 
eS 
tilte2 

9 4Jd2 

e5 

4)f6 
bxc6 
tilte1 
4JdS 
-'la6 

We now arrive at a critical 
juncture; Black has several 
playable but it is 
not firmly which is 
most promising. White's is 
made easier by the similarity of 
each variation, but must 
"" ... ",,,,,,, be on the for a 

The main are 9 ... 
g6, considered in Sveshnikov 
- SchUssler, 9 ... 0-0-0 in 
man - Karpov, and 9 ... 4Jb4 in 
on - Kalinin, though Black has 

a) 9 ... f6 now: 
at) 10 exf6! 4Jxf'6 U b3 c5?! (U 

... tt/xe2+!?) 12 -'lb2 13 f3 
W 14 0-0-0 tt/xe2 15 -'ld6 
16 17 ZIhel <17 ... 

18 4:Je4 19 fxe4 
f!x,e4 20 .,O.hS+ 21 �e4 
�e4 22 �+ � 23 -'lxf6 gxf6 
24 f!x,f6+ r3iie7 ;ID7+:I;:) 18 .Q.d3 
�e8 19 .Q.xe7 20 g6 
21 White a small 
edge, Sveshnikov - Tarjan, 
Hastings 1977 fi8. 

a2) 10 4Jf3!? U \fid1 
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13 a3 � 14 
,Qd2 � 15 1-0 Asaturin -
Ma.rczell. ColT 1978. 

b) 9 ... c£f4 10 �6 11 
0-0-0 now: 

bt> g3 dS?! (12 . . .  f6!?) 13 
cxdS ,Qxf1 d6! tbd7 15 dxc7 

16 \tixf1 thh3+ 17 
thg4+ 19 � 

21 �  22 
thxcS+ 23 �2+- Alburt 
Rad.a.shkovich, USSR 1970. 

bZ> 12 b3 f6 (12 . .. 13 
.Q.b2 cS 14 thh4+ 15 tbh6 
16 �1 d6 17 exd6 .Q.xd6 18 0-0-0 
� with an unclear position 
Tompa - Mestrovic. ColT 1980) 
13 ,Qb2 kte8 (or 13 ... 14 
thg5 15 0-0-0 bIe8 16 tbf4 17 
�4 �4 18 g3 c:£)h5 19 �4± 
Chumak - Gostkhorzhevich, 
Yurmala 1976) 14 0-0-0 15 
f5 16 4Jf3 d6 17 cSt .Q.b7 18 
�a4 19 g3 �5 20 bIxd5 
cxdS 21 c6 .Qc8 22 ,Qab � 23 
<£)14!+- Kerlov - Suleimanov, 
Erevan 1969. 

10 b3 g6 
aggressive-looking 10 ... 

dS?! merely leads to a favour-
able for 11 exd6 
cxd6 12 f6 13 0-0-0 thxe2 

.Q.xe2 bIhe1 16 
.Q.xe2 17 � 18 4Jf3 ,Qb4 
19 <£)14 :§.be8 20 �c2:t Schmidt 
- Radovid, Tel Aviv 01 1964. 

11 .Q.b2 -'1&1 
12 0-0-0 0-0-0 
13 f4 (92) 
13 • . •  dS!? 

A suggestion Evans's, 
alms to exploit White's 

of development by opening 
the The 

, .... ..., ... "'ti.LlO 13 ... is 
slow and leaves Black with a 
dour defensive task. After 14 
� Black may continue: 

a) 14 ... cSt .Q]<fl �1 
17 tha6+ 18 c£::F4 4Jxc4 

19 bxc4tM'e6 20 !lc3 � 21 !laS 
� 22 �d2 �7 23 �2 bIxb2 
24 \t}xb2 f6 (24 ... 2S � 
�7 26 � 27 bIxc8 
28 bId1+-) � 26 bId1! 
exf4 (26 . . .  �8 27 �c7 � 28 

thb7 29 �1 thxc6 30 
!:txbB mate) 27 �c7 the3+ 
�4 29 bIdJ �2 30 a3 
�8 31 �+ 32 bIxh4 1-0 
Pinkas - Pioch, Polish Ch 1973. 

14 ... ,Qb7 (a suggestion of 
15 <£)15 16 �4 f6? 

<16 . . .  � 17 .Qc4± ) 17 <£)16+ 
cxd6 cxd6 � 19 �7 � 
2O �d4 �+ 21 � �  22 
thaS thxb3 23 � the3+ 24 
�1+- Botterill - Carr 
1989. 

14 the3! the4 
15 .Q.xe4 .Q.xe4 

If 15 ... 4Jxc4? then 16 thxa7 
wins immediately. 



106 Mieses Variation: 8 . . . JJ.86 9� 

16 4)xc4 4)xc4 
11 bxc4 �b1 
18 tWb3+ 

White continues a 
prosecution 
against the black king. By 
at.taddng the a7-pawn he is 
able to tie down the 

and deploy rooks on 
abandoned d-fUe. Much 

less appropriate was 18 !Xx;d8+ 
�d8 19 �d1, aiming to exploit 

doubled c-pawns in 

IB l1taB 
19 .Q.d4 txbB 
20 tWa4 txb1 
21 �d3 (93) 

21 • . •  tWe6 
Harding gives the following 

variations to illustrate the 
difficulty of Black's situation: 

a) 21 on �b8 22 cS (22 ... 
� 'IJ1c6 cxd4 24 

�7+! rt}xa7 25 tJa4+ �b6 26 
� rlia7 27 � mate. 

b) 21 . .. �4 �c6 �1+ 23 
� �a2+ (23 .. .  �1 24 
� �a3 and 26 !Xxa7+) 24 
Iitie3 \fibB (24 ... � �a1 �4 
26 �da3 � 27 -'l,xa7+) �a1 

� 26 -'l,xa7+ !Xxa7 (26 .. . � 
27 �b6+ �8 28 �xc7+!) 27 
!Xxa7 �c1+ 28 \tle2 �7 29 

22 �hd1 
A passive response but Black 

really has to way out: 
a) 22 ... �8 23 �a3 �1+ 24 

(24 ... 25 
�8b7 26 -'l,xa7) 25 fJJm.7 ;!;Vb2+ 
(25 ... ,Wb2+ 26 � -'l,xeS+ 27 
�d4+ � 28 �+) 26 � �7 
27 �a6++- (Harding). 

b) 22 ... -'l,h6 23 g3 �h3 24 
-'l,xa7 �c6+ 26 
�d8+ !Xx;d8 27 !Xx;d8+ 
tJa4+ � 29 � �a7 30 �aS 
mate (Harding). 

23 txb3 
1-0 

Black resigned in view of the 
continuation: 

a) 24 .. . �b3 25 � �7 26 
tJa7+ � 27 �c7 mate. 

b) 24 ... !Xxa7 25 �b8+ � 
26 �d8+ �7 27 �b4+ rIia6 28 
�d3 and 29 

9 ... 4Jb6 10 b3 
Black cart play the im
mediate 9 .. . g6, deferring a 
decision on where to place the 
a:r.KnlI�t. However, even then 

is not easy, as the next 
game shows. 

Sveshnikov - SchUssler 
Palma 1989 

1 e4 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
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94 
W 

4Jxd4 
4Jxc::6 
eS 
�e2 
c::4 
� 

4Jf6 
bxc::6 
�7 

f4-advance now pre-
paration. With same idea, 
also possible is 11 . .. 0-0 12 
0-0-0 when BJa.ck can continue: 

a) 12 ... c::5?! 13 4Je4 �4 (13 .. . 
.:£14 14 �e3 !J.xe5 15 �c::5 
.Q.xb2+ 16 �2 'ilJf6+ 17 � and 
White is slightly better ac::c::ord
ing to Joved 14 .:£16+ 15 
h4 'lJ:1e6 16 hS 17 4.Jxd7 
(17 ... �d8 18 !J.xh6 19 !!xh6 
�6 20 18 !J.c3 h6 19 
�c::5 20 !J.xb4 r!xeS 21 
� 22 �5 �5 23 .Q.xf8 
!J.xf8 24 � 7 25 .Q.d3 1-0 
Zhuravlev - Shaposnic. Corr 
1970. 

This traditional move 
to be considE!red 
but 
recently. 

b) 12 ... Hab8 13 'lJ:1e4 � 14 
�e8 15 cIS 16 (16 c::51 

it .Q.xfl 17 cxb6 �2 18 bxa7 

10 b3 
Mter the more 10 

the game - Po-
gacs. Hungarian Ch 1964. con
tinued 10 ... !Jg7 11 !JgS f6?! (11 . . . 
�+ 12 �d2 . �d2+ 13 �d2 
� 12 13 
.Q.xe2 4.Jxf6 14 0-0-0 
4)14 c::5 16 iJb3 !J.b7 17 f3 �de8 
18 !J.d3 d6 19 �de1 4)17 20 4)a5 
4Je5 21 !J.c::2 !J.aB !J.d2 ghf8 23 
h4!;t Hun
garian Ch 1964 

10 ... ..Qg7 
U !J.b2 0-0-0!1 (95) 

The point BJa.ck's play is 
to a position similar to 
the previous game but with the 
black knightl still on cIS. This 

it harder for to 
support pawn on eS as 

19 �g1 !lh3+ Hennings -
Savon. Harrachov 1967) 16 ... 

17 h5 !Jg4 18 hxg6 fxg6 19 
as .Q.d3 � with an 

unclear position, Zverev -
lisenkov, Corr 1974. 

9S 
W 

0-0-0 tthe8 
Black now embarks on a 

straightforward-looking of 
unCllernmmlg eS by ... f6. How

instance White is 



108 MielSeS Variation: 8 9t£P2 

able to utilize space advan
tage to launch a crushing 
attack. 

13 g3 
A necessary measl..U"e to 

support 
13 ... 4)b6 
14 f6 

The extra tempo would have 
been better expended by 

,,>mll" ... " .. ,r.::,in",t tactics on the 
queensme. One possible idea is 
14 . .. fitb8 and then 15 .t. fJ.b7. 

15 �2 fxeS? 
A crisis point 

Black's choice 
was 15 ... fJ.b7 though after 16 
c5 4):15 17 4Je4 White remains 
in top. 

16 cSt (96) 
A typical to 

blast open queenside. 

96 
B 

16 
17 
18 bxc7 
19 tlJxa7+ 

.Q.xf1 
.Q.d3 
flJxc7 

White is now a pawn 
up and king position 
has been shattered 

19 �8 
20 4}f3 e4 

21 c£)eS fJ.bS 
22 a4 .Q.e2 

d6 
24 �a8+ �7 

tlJxc6+ �8 
26 �b6+ �8 
27 4Jc6 nc8 
28 nxe2 1-0 

In the next game we discuss 
imrnediate 9 '" 0-0-0. How

ever, this two 
players embark on the charade 
9 �4 li:J6 10 4):15 repeat
ing moves, so this move is 
.................. J 11 ... 0-0-0. 

1 e4 eS 
2 4}f3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4)xd4 4}f6 
S 4)xc6 bxc6 
6 eS 
7 �e2 4)dS 
8 c4 ..Q.a6 
9 �4 4}f6 

An variation is 9 
... �, which is examined in 
the next chapter. 

10 �e2 4)dS 
11 4)d2 

Obviously White not 
'offer' Black a draw by 11 �4, 
but elects to enter the variation 
under in this 
ter. 

11 0-0-0 
12 �e4 (97) 

White takes up 



97 
B 
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4Jf'3 fxeS 16 fxeS d5! 17 cxd5 
�+ 18 �b4 .Q.xb4+ 19 .Q.d2 
.Q.xd2+ 20 �d2 .Q.xe2 21 \ttxe2 
cxdS 22 \tld3 4:F4; Greenfeld -
Lev, Tel Aviv 1992. 

the gauntlet. A more cautious 
approach is 12 �3 !!e8 13 �c2 
l'i::J6 14 h3 d6 15 c5! .Q.b7 16 006 
cxd6 17 .Q.a6 t/Jc7 18 .Q.xb7+ �7 
19 .Q.e3;t Estrin - libenon, 
Moscow Ch 19S8. 

98 
lJ 

12 � 
13 .'It (98) 

Tunman has also tried 13 c5 
in this position (see the next 
chapter>, which is probably also 
too ambitious. Practice has also 
seen: 

a) 13 b3 f6 14 .Q.b2 fxeS IS 
0-0-0 � 16 �eS �eS 17 
�eS .Q.a3+ 18 � !!hf8 19 f3 
"Nl (W. Schmid - R O'Reilly, 
Jersey 1973) 20 c5! �1 21 cxb6 
d6 22 �1+-. 

b) 13 .Q.e2?! !!e8 14 f4 f6 15 

13 . . .  dSI 
A classical response to 

White's flank attack, counter
attacking in the centre. This is 
a marked improvement on 
Handoko - Kovacevic, Zagreb 
1985, which continued: 13 ... 
�7?! 14 as 4:F8 15 b4 �8 16 
.Q.e2 f6 17 f4 fxeS 18 fxeS !!e8 19 
� � 20 c5 .Q.xe2 21 �e2 d6 
22 !!hI dxeS 23 �a6 �g6 24 !!b2 
.Q.e7 2S 0-0 intending '1b .Q.e3 
and Z7 b5+-. 

14 cxdS .Q;dl 
IS d6 llxd6 

Instead 15 •.. cxd6 16 �dJ+ 
t/Jc7 17 �7+ tlixc7 18 exd6+ 
.Q.xd6 19 rIixfl .Q.M 20 li::J3 �d1+ 
21 � � Zl .Qf4+ 'lib7 23 
%!xhl �e8+ 24 .Q.eJ �4 leaves 
an eqaal game accord1ng to 
11mm;m. Karpov prefers to 
keep the rook active in order to 
put pressure on eS. 

16 �1! 
Obviously bad is 16 exd6 

�e4+ 17 �e4 .Q.xg2-+ .  Not 
much better is 16 �1 ;gdS or 
16 ;gxf1 !!dS when Black is 
ready to play ... f6 and catch 
the white king in the centre. 

16 • • •  Z1e61 
Karpov fmds the most exact 

way of undermining the e
pawn. Other moves would 
allow White to create counter
play: 
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a) 16 ... f6 17 �! �eS 18 20 ..Q.d2 
� intending to castle White reluctantly parts with 
continue the attack. his recognising 

b) 16 . . .  17 (17 ... now will be harder 
18 �!) 18 ..Q.e3 f5 08 ... as!?) to defend. However. alter
exf6 gxf6 20 as! f5 21 tl;tc2 native was also unattractive: 20 

..Q.b4+ 22 � �? ... � f6! 21 fxgS fxg5 22 
�±; 22 ... �? 23 ..Q.f4 Hf8± . 
� 24 tl;tc3+-) ..Q.xas 20 
24 b4! ..Q.xb4 25 tl;tb2+-. 21 4Jxd2 

17 f4 gS 22 gxf4 
18 g3 23 0-0 

only way to worthy 

..Q.xd2+ 
gxl4 
4JdS 

reinforce f4: is 23 to keep the white king 
a) 18 C£Jg3 gxf 4 19 ..Q.xf 4 away from the marauding 

20 �b4 ..Q.xb4+ 21 \ttf2 4.):iS 22 rooks. 
� �4 'if;xf4 23 ...  

b) 18 4.):i2 gxf4 19 0-0 tl;tc5+ 24 \tth1 
20 \ttht t!;txeS; . 25 4Jb3?! 

18 ... �b4+ A stiffer defena! was 25 
the when very ac-

chance exploiting White's 
loose pawn formation lies in 
the endgame. With the queens 
on, White can create some 

18 . . .  gxf4 19 
gxf4 (19 ... tl;th4+ 20 C£Jg3 
21 ..Q.d2 ..Q.h6 22 �8 23 
20 C£Jg3 21 f5 with 
initiative according to 

9 9  
W 

19 ttxb4 

Wt4 Z7 
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the 
Ci.:fl7 + and 29 

29 
30 
31 

White is careful not to allow 
the rooks to double on the 

with 31 . . .  

Tnnrnan prepared a 
clever defence in case of the 
immediate 31 . . .  
�1+ 32 
gc2! 34 
4:Jxf6 
�e6 38 

In timle-tr'OI 
to go 
play 38 .. . c5 39 � c4! 40 
bxc4 c6 41 \fib6 with 
excellent chance�s. 

39 
40 
41 h41 

Now White 
ces of 
his 
The game 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

4jd5 
�e3+ 

�d3 
.rixb3 
llb4?! 

46 ... �!. 
47 h5 
48 h6 
49 �h5 
50 h7 
51 1::{h6 

51 ... �4? 52 
t;f1+-. 

52 �xf6 
53 1::{f4+ 
54 �2 
55 ?Jd2 

55 .. .  c5? 56 
�+-; 56 ... �b4 
S8 iJc6++-. 

56 1::{e4 
57 nel 

liz-il.! 

1::{xh7 
� 
�d7 
�d8 

In this chapter we 
far examined sVSteIrlS 
with 9 ... �, 9 . . .  
0-0-0, or a conlb.illtatl(.n 
these moves. However, 
also has the 9 .. . 
�4, intending to the 
knight via c6 to d4. It is to 
system that we now turn our 
attention. 

Oll - _LU.u,AJI 

USSR 1986 

1 e4, 
2 � 
3 d4 
4, �d4 
5 � 
6 e5 tlle7 
7 tte2 4jd5 
8 e4 .Q.a6 
9 ?Jd2 �b4!? 
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This is arguably Black's 
toughest line of 
exploiting vulnerability 
the c2-square to gain time to 

the knight to c6. 
10 4Jf3 oro) 

10 ... cS 
tempt.1ng 10 ... dS1! only 

leaves the bladt piec:es in a 
tangle if finds the oar
red:. response: 

a) 11 b31 dxc4 12 bxc4 ()...()..O 
13 � 14 Jl¢!l (14 �?) 
14 ... 15 'ltbl .Qxc4 16 .QgS 
� t7 � l)!7 IS {,)]e7 flxe7 
19 �1 � 20 � .Q.xd3 21 
.Q.xd3 � g3 �4 23 �1 
�dB 24 � � 2S �el �d2 26 
'tbcS 0-1 - lbipsay, 

1985. 
b) 11 a3! ..Q.xc4 12 �d1 .Q.xfl 13 

�1 tf!Ia4 � 15 ..Qg5 
and now: 

bD 15 ... h6 17 ..Q.h4 
..Qg3 ..Q.e7 19 h4 g4 20 �4 
21 �+- Kopayev -

Zhukovitsky. Kiev 
b2) 15 ... �7 16 e6! 17 

<iJa6 20 b4 ..Q.xf2 21 h5 22 
�4 � fxg5 4):16+ 
cxd6 2S 1-0 Zaidel -
oport, Riga 1966. 

11 a3 
prevents 

......... . """16 queenside 
but nn:>:Q;:>n't:<:! a target for the 
bishop when it comes to b7. 
The game - Carlhammer. 

Martin 1991, turned 
Black 11 ... � 12 bJ 

..Q.b7 13 � f6 14 ..Q.b2 .Q.xf3 15 
gxf3 fxe5 16 ..Q.h3 � 17 0-0-0 
�5+ 1B ..Q.d6 19 �1 
20 !Ji5 ..Q.e4 �4 22 
g6 23 � ,CkS*7 
a4 26 nh2 axb3 ZJ axb3 /J!!7 28 
� nm 29 �3. 

A rare1y-seen is n !Ji4 
tte6 12 � 'tjc6 13 � � 
14 ()...()..O h6 15 h4;t Cuartu -

Zuidema. Skopje 'f1l2 
11 . • .  � 
:12 J.ld2 0-0-0 (J01) 

An innovation which turns 
out weD for Black. After' the 
older 12 ... � 13 ..Q.c3 White 
has good of an An�an-

tage: 
a) 13 ... h61! 0-0-0 0-0-0 
h4 g6 16 g3 ..Q.b7 17 �3 ..Qg7 

18 ..Q.h3 �e7 19 I:Xhe1 c;tb8 20 �e3 
�8 !JiB 22 tf1d3;t 
Makropoulou - Iltinskaya., 
aysia 1990. 

b) 13 ... ..Q.e7 
�e2 16 f7+ 
now: 

bD 17 ... !Xhd8 18 OB 4Je5 � 
bJ) 15 ... 

..Q.c5 18 
16 �4 t§b6 17 h4!) 18 ... 19 �el�4 20� 

�B 19 4:Jxe2+ 21 ..Q.xf3 
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!lf6 23 ftxf3± Barcz.ay - Forin
tos, Hungarian Ch 1964. 

bz) 17 ... d6 18 .Q.d3 ;ghe8 19 
.Q.e4 .Q.b7 20 .Q.dS+ 1ift8 21 h4 
�8 22 ;ghel .Q.xdS 23 cxdS .Q.f6 
24 �e8+ �e8 25 .Q.xf6 gxf6 26 
� lift? 27 4Jc4 4:Jb7 Uovan
ovic - Eretova, Skopje 01 197Z) 
28 �d3! intending �± . 

13 .Q.el 
Ka.linin considers 13 0-0-0 h6 

14 .Q.c3 t§e6 15 h4 g6 to be 
unclear. 

13 d5! 
14 exd6 .ld,xd61 
15 t/lxe7 .Q.xe7 

In compensation for the 
doubled c-pawns, Black has 
active pieces. However, if White 
can develop his forces harmo
niously, then the superior pawn 
structure will ensure his ad
vantage in the long run. 

16 .Q.e2 
If 16 .Q.xg 7 the king in the 

middle of the board becomes a 
liability: 16 ... �e8 17 .Q.e2 �e6!-+. 
However, White could have 
chosen the simple 16 �d1 .B:e6+ 
17 � �d8+ (17 ... .Q.f6!?) 18 �1 
�d1+ 19 �d1 !lf6- . 

16 ... 
17 b3 
18 �a2 

A clever way of lending 
support to e2. White has not 
yet solved all his problems 
since his king's rook does not 
have any scope. 

18 
19 .Q.xf6 
20 �1 
21 .Q.d3 
22 .Q.xh711 

.Q.f6 
gxf6 
4JaS 
)d.b6 

There is no need to snatch 
the h-pawn as White can 

afford to give up a pawn and 
still draw due to Black's 
aippled pawns, e.g. 22 �! 
4Jxb3 23 4Jxb3 �b3 24 � 
.B:b6 25 � h6 26 �e2- . 

22 ... �b3 
Kalinin suggests 22 ... �b3 

as an alternative but it does 
not promise Black an advan
tage: 23 � .B:c3 24 h4 4Jxc4 
25 4Jxc4 .Q.xc4 26 � � 27 
.Q.c2 .B:e2+ 28 � � 29 �1 
(29 hS .B:c3 30 h6 .Q.xaZ 31 h 7 
.B:cxc2 32 h�+ �7-+) 29 ... 
�e2+ 30 �== .  

23 .Q.d3 
24 4::)d2 
2S lfic2 

The double capture on c4 
fails to ... .B:bl+. 

25 ... 4)d6 (102) 
26 h4 

lhis advance is the only way 
to divert Black's forces from 
the attack against the white 
king. Less clear is 26 .Q.xa6+ 
� 27 h4 4:JbS 28 hS 4.)i4+. 
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26 • . .  

27 .Q.f1 
28 h5 

must 
anything else 
create 

c4 

a) 28 iJ,xc4? ZXc6 29 �3 

b) 28 .Ilxc4? 29 
,t'te2+-+.  

28 . • .  4)d4+ 
In time-trouble Black 

understandably settles for a 
perpetual However, 28 ... 
,t'tel would caused a 

few more difficulties in making 
the 29 � (29 h61 �4+ 
30 c£le2+-+) ... ZXebl 30 
h6 !J.b7 31 h7 � �4+ 
� c£le2+ 33 �c4 !J.a6+ 34 
� !J.d3!-+ ;  or 33 !J.xe2 !Ixh1 34 
.Qg4+ f5 35 �8 36 h7 
!J.xg2-+) 31 ... 32 � (32 
�!?) 32 . . .  33 � c3+ 34 
� ZXb2+ 35 �b2 cxb2 36 
h�+ �b7 37 � 38 �! 

39 � ZXc2- \�'''UJJ 
29 \te3 
30 \te2 
3t \te3 

\te2 

Conclusion 

older 9 � is still a dan
gerous threat to Black, 
dally set-up 
mack employed in Harding -
Zhividov. Probably 9 . .. � 
offers the safest path to 
equality. 
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Although 9 b3 9 are 
methods playing for 

an advantage with the white 
pieces in the Mieses Variation, 9 
�4 gone out of 
fashion. this has 

Black am a 
repetition of moves after 9 '" 
t;:j6 10 � 4J::l5 although it is 
far that White am 

aavantage after 9 ... 

TImman - Karpov 
London 1984 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

e4 
4Jf3 
d4 
c£)xd4 
c£)xc6 
e5 
tte2 

9 tte4 

e5 
4Jc6 
exd4 
4Jf6 
hxc:6 
tte7 
{)ciS 
.Q.a6 

White wastes no time in 
breaking the pin. A less well 
analysed is also 9 
g3!? g6 (9 .. . f6 10 e6! dxe6 11 
�h3 with an unclear position) 
10 .Qg2 fig7 ::� 0-0 0-0 12 
� 13 � f6 {not 13 ... �e5?! 
14 �dS! c:xdS .Qh6 winning 

but ... � 14 
QlcS .Q.f4 16 �h6 .Qg7 
flxg7 �g7 18 � �8 19 b4 
is unclear according to van der 

14 � �?! (14 ... � 
15 �b3 .Q.d2 17 4Jb5 
4J:l5! 18 � 19 �a4 .Q.b7 
with an equal position accord-

to NIkoliC> 15 e6 c5 16 4Jb5 
17 18 "fjf7 

19 the 
better chances, van der Wiel -
Nikolic, TJ.lburg 1992. 

9 
Black am 

moves 
10 4J::l5. as we saw in 

the game Trrnman - Karpov, 
Amsterdam 1985, in chapter 10. 

1O � 
Other continuations lead to 

an equal game: 
a) 10 .Q.d3 .Q.xc4! 11 .Q.xc4 dS

ECO. 
b) 10 � now: 
btl 10 ... 0-0-0 11 c5 �1 12 

cxb6 .Q.a6 13 bxc7 intending 
.Q.f4± - Raisa, USSR 
1961. 

b) 10 ... f5 11 .Q.xc4 12 
.Q.xc4 4Jxc4 13 0-0 g6 14 �4 
� is Sveshnikov -

""""' .... "'. USSR 1975. 
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to 0-0-0 (103) Following the series of 

manoeuvre 
such The king is 
fairly on the queenside and 
Black am eventually unravel his 

after ... dS ... f6. 
11 cS 
text move signals an all

out on the king. White's 
alternatives at this point were 
examined (by transposition> in 

previous (see 
man - Karpov, Amsterdam 
1985). It is important that the 
reader keeps a dose eye out for 
such transpositions in or 

own s"' .. , ...... · 

11 
12 cxb6 
13 bxa7 

.Q.xft 
.Q.a6 
\fib7 (104) 

exchanges Black has few pr0b
lems; he am use the ",'-,""'''',... 
as shelter his own king 

capturing it until 
endgame. whilst White's mon
arch is trapped in the centre of 
the 

� f61 
Black immediately 

steps to open up the position. 
15 f4 

If White the e-
pawn is left with an unsat
isfactory ending due to Black's 
powerful central pawn mass: 15 
.Q.d2 �eS 16 �eS fxeS 17 
0-0-0 dS 18 � 19 b4 

15 fxeS 
16 fxeS lIe8 
17 1lf4 .h4+ 

It is ironic that of 
White's early aggression it is 

who now creates a 
strong attack against the white 
king. It is less precise Black 
to enter endgame: 17 ... 
�+ 18 �b4+ .Q.xb4+ 19 

and Black is only slightly 

18 g3 
19 net 

.hS 
� 

20 h4 cIS! 
Karpov displays 

able energy in conducting 
offensive. This is much more 

to meet than the 
greedy: 20 ... .QP6?! .Q.xeS 
22 ,Q,xeS � � 23 �S 
�e8) 22 . .. dS 23 g4 !txeS 24 
gxhS �; . 
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21 tte3 
White tries to keep eS well 

protected or else he would run 

into an exchange sacrifICe: 21 
1IIc2 (21 ... c5!1) .!l,xeS 
«txeS+ 23 \tf2 (23 \ttd1 �S+!) 23 
... .!l,d6+ .  

21 
22 
23 
2 .... 

gS 
.!l,xIS .Q.b .... + 
� Ithf8+ 
�2 (Ja5) 

2.... . .. 

A fitti:ng coup de grace to 
Black's impressively managed 
attack, smashing a hole in 
White's t-nrt·�., 

White resigned in view of 27 
� .Q.c8+ 28 g4 ktf3+ 29 *3 
�3 mate. 

Conclu.sion 

It would appear that 9 � is 
not to White 
anything from the opening. 
Si.ttre White has interesting 
possibilities after both 9 b3 and 
9 <il:12 these variations are the 
ones to which White should 
turn. 



12 Mieses Variation: Other Lines 

One of the main advantages of 
the Mieses Variation is that 
after 4 ... �6 Black has very 
few means of avoiding the main 
line with 8 ... .Q.a6 or 8 ... 4Jb6. 
This chapter deals with these 
few deviations, which are rarely 
seen in tournament play, and 
not without good reason. 

Smagln - Murey 
Vienna 1991 

1 eo4 eS 
2 �3 � 
3 do4 exdo4 
4 �do4 liJf6 
5 �c6 bxc6 
6 eS the7 
7 tlJe2 �S 
8 co4 tlJbo4+ 

With this check Black avoids 
the fashionable and heavily 
analysed variations after 8 . . , 
.Q.ab or 8 ... �. However, the 
queen soon becomes a target 
on b4 and White is able to 
quickly mobilize his pieces. 

9 c[)d2 �o4 
10 t!Je3 (Ja) 

Prior to this game, White 
invariably played 10 �e4 here. 
After 10 . .. c£:Je6 11 .Q.e2 Black 

can choose between: 
a) 11 ... as 12 (}-O a4 13 4Jf3 

!J.e7 14 ID>1 (}-O 15 �4 �d4 16 
�d4- Botteri1l - Rumens, 
Birmingham 1975. 

b) 11 . . . !J.b7 and now: 
btl 12 0-0 cS 13 �e3 �4 14 

.Q.d3 !J.e7 15 �4± &trin -

LevenfIsh, USSR 1950. 
bz) 12 a3 � 13 0-0 cS 14 

�3 .Q.e7 15 f4 �4 16 .Q,d3± 
&trin - Sinser, Moscow 1968. 

10 . . .  4Je6 
11 .Q.d3 tlJb6 
12 thg3 

The centralization of the 
knight by 12 �4 fails to 
achieve anything after 12 .. . 

.Q.b4+! 13 !J.d2 �e3+ 14 fxe3- . 
12 . . .  dS11 

This works out badly for 
Black so he should have tried 



either 12 ... !J..e 7 or 12 ... d6. 
13 0-0 as 
14 �h1! 

A preliminary measure to 
allow the f-pawn to advance. 

14 h5 
IS h4 g6 
16 4Jf3! 

The of f4-f5 is ",h<:>nrl-
as Black is now ready to 

meet f 4-f5. However, in doing 
so he made serious concessions 
and it is now the dark-square 

around the 
that come under scrutiny. 

16 • • .  4)cS 
An attempt to establish a 

blockade on the f5-square 
would backfire: 16 . . .  U71 17 
!J..xg6! fxg6 18 � �8 19 
£lg5++-. Now, however, 17 
£l.xg6 is well met by 17 ... �8. 

17 .Q.e3 �b4 
If 17 ... �b2 18 !J..d4 �4 19 

e6 20 exf'7+ � 21 i)eS+ 
is left in a miserable 

position. 
18 a3 �bJ (J07) 

19 .Q.xg6! 
This tremendous shot allows 

White to rip a hole in Black's 
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flimsy defences. 
19 ... ik8 

It is to n:lIn1tl1n:> 

bishop: 19 ... fxg6 20 mY:ut>+ 

�8 21 �6++-. 
20 .Q.xf7+ �7 
21 e6+! 

The of White's 
is The king 

to g8 so more open 
lines are created. 

, 21 •.. .Q.xe6 
Forced, in view of 21 ... 4:Jxe6 

r3;e7 23 How-
ever, development of the 
bishop comes too late to save 
Black; too much time has been 
spent on moving the queen and 
knight backwards and forwards 
and on weakening pawn moves. 

22 �c7+ �g6 
Other possibilities bring no 

joy to Black: 
a) 22 ... 4Jd7 23 r3;e8 24 

4:Jxd7 !J..xd7 25 Wel+-. 
b) 22 . . .  r3;e8 ftxc6++-. 
d 22 ... !J..e7 23 -'lxcS+-. 

2J {)eS+ \lttS 
If 23 n. �6 24 !J..d4! is deci-

sive. 
24 �c6 ik4 

best chance; prej:>arUlg 
to meet 4Jd4+ with 
�4 removing a key attacking 
piece. Obviously bad is 24 ... 
�c4 25 �5+ � 26 �5+ 
\tlh7 (26 ... � 27 i)e5+) 27 
IM9vk" ... 'itig7 28 !J..d4++-. 

25 .Q.xc5 Ilxh4+ 
26 �1 �6 
27 4)eS+ \ltt6 
28 4jfJ1! (J08) 
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A more precise method is 28 
nxm 29 4'Jf3 30 gxf3 
31 �g3+-. 

28 . • •  

This move must 
come as something of a 

shock to White. Black hopes to 
exploit open which 
would appear around white 
king after 29 gxf3 30 Wei 
(30�?? 1:k8+) 30 ... �8+ 31 
f/Jifl .Q.h3+ 32 � :!;!e8+ 33 
l!d4+ 34 � !txc4+ 35 

29 .Q.xf8! 1k4 
29 .. . !txf8 30 gxf3! 

transposes to the note to 
White's 28th move. 

30 fle7+ \fitS 
31 �S 

There is no way out now: 31 
�g6+! �6 33 

or 31 ... f/Jif6 32 ,!le7++-. 
32 nfel+ 1iltd4 
33 nedl+ 1-0 

mack resigned in view of the 
classic king hun� 33 ... 34 
l!c1+ � 35 �b7+ �4 36 �+ 
� �2 38 � 
39 mate. The most remark-
able feature of this game is 
that mack's king avoided 

checkn'late for as as it did! 

In the next game we exam
ine alternatives to 6 ... �e7. As 
we have seen, after 7 � both 
sides have difficulties in 
oping kingside but, 
as the following shows, 
neither 6 ... 4):iS nor 6 ... �4 
promise Black an equal 
so he should go in for 6 ... 
regardless. 

Staniaevski - Gordlenko 
Con 1987 

1 eS 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
" ci}xd4 4Jf6 
S ci}xc6 bxc6 
6 eS ci:)dS 

The omission of 6 .. , t!Je7 7 
t!Je2 it easier for White 
to his king's 
Neither does 6 ... �4 promise 
Black an equal game: 

a) 7 �  now: 
at) 7 ... 8 ,!lc4 4Je6 9 0-0 

�h4 1O Wade - Balanel, 
Irh""n><:<r 1954. 
a2) 7 ... US 8 �g3 4Je6 9 

10 0-0 11 4):i2 fS 12 

snu'.--r K.ecskelmet 1964. 
al) 7 ... �h4 8 g3 (8 ,!le2!?) 8 

9 � (9 �e3?! �4 10 
Troianescu - Radu-

Romania 1955) 9 ... 10 
,!lxgS � 11 � h6 (11 ... ,!lb4 
12 0-0-0 ,!lxc3 bxc3 � 
�!:t HUnerkopf - Klundt, 



West Gennany 1983/84; 11 .. . 
as? 12 0-0-0 ..Q.a6 13 1-0 
Richter 
valda 1m 12 ..Q.f4 � 13 �4 
!J.e7 14 0-0-0 0-0 15 thf3± 
Gusamov - USSR 1959. 

b) 7 dS 8 exd6 cxd6 9 
!J.d3 �6 10 0-0 !J.e7 11 c4 0-0 12 
� !J.e6 13 ne1 dS 14 cxd5 
4JxdS 15 4JxdS � 16 �± 
Tumnan - Korchnoi. Sarajevo 
1984. 

7 h4!? (109) 

An experimental idea which 
takes the game into relatively 

territory. We 
all"l!'MV come across a 

in chapter eight (Shirov 
Agdestein) where both 6 . . .  VJJe7 
7 the2 4):i5 8 h4!? and 8 c4 � 
9 4):i2 as 10 h4 are discussed. 
White's is to nt"'F'\fPnt 
from playing .. . to 
support .Q.g5. White also has 
chances of an advantage after 
the more standard alternatives: 

a) 7 !J.d3 d6 8 exd6 cxd6 9 
0-0 fJ.e7 10 !J.e4 11 !J.xd5 
cxdS 12 �± Arseniev - Vese
lov, USSR 1960. 

b) 7 � and now: 

Misses Variation: 

the7 9 the2 ..Q.a6 10 
11 !J.b4 12 ..Q.d2 ..Q.xc3 

13 ..Q.xc3 14 thf3 dxc4 15 !J.e2 
0-0 16 0-0 nad8 17 IlfeB 18 
nad cS 19 !J.f1 4):i5 20 bxc4 (20 
!J.xc4 !J.xc4 21 bxc4 c£)b4 in
tending 4Jd)-d4-) 20 ... t.£Jb4 21 
!J.xb4 cxb4 22 the3 t.24 
jevic - Spassky, Montreal 1979. 

b2) 8 ..Q.d3! !J.a6 9 0-0 (9 �e2 
!J.e7 10 0-0 0-0 11 � neB 
�g4 White is slightly 
better aa::ording to Keres) 9 ... 
!J.xc4 10 !J.xc4 4Jxc4 11 �g4 
� 12 � 4):i5 13 4JxdS cxdS 
14 .Q.gS � 15 Ilad1 � 16 
Ilfel± Padevski - Witkowski, 

7 d6 
In his analysis of the game 

(upon which these notes are 
based) Velickovic 7 ... 

which to the 
variation 6 ... the7 7 4):i5 8 
h4 after 8 �e2. Indeed, the 
analysis given in the notes to 
Shirov Agdestein in chajJter 

would is 
best chance 

8 c4 �b6 
After 8 ... �7 9 exd6 cxd6 

10 White can concentrate 
on weak pawn at 

d6. 
9 c5 

A spectacular idea hoping to 
open lines the black 
king. A more natural course 
was 9 �6 (9 ... 
cxd6 10 �!± )  10 .Q.gS f6 11 
..Q.e3±. 

9 � 
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The pro;spect of 
pawns in an ending 
appeal: 9 .. . dxcS 10 
�d8 11 4:Jc3;.t . 

10 .Q.bS 
It is possible to 

use of 10 �5: 
a) 10 . . .  11 cxd6 12 

.Q.c4! � <12 ... dxcS 13 o-o;t) 
13 � \tJd7 14 �5 15 �e2± . 

b) 10 ... f6 11 exf6 4jxf6;.t . 
c) 10 ... !J.e 7 11 �4 !J.d7 (11 ... 

�7 12 !J.xe7 4)xe7 13 4:Jc3 
14 ;g:d1 �g4 15 �aS!;.t )  12 exd6 
006 (12 . .. .Q.xg5 13 hxg5 �5 
14 �;.t) 13 cxd6 !J.xg5 14 hxgS 
�5 15 0-0 16 o-o-O! 
intending 

10 ... .Q.d7 
Almost an automatic reac

tion to White's threat; the 
It.prnatj,vF'!'I are no 

a) 10 ... 11 �d5 !J.e6 12 
�+ .Q.d7 13 �4 dxcS (13 .. , 
dxeS 14 .Q.e3!;t )  14 �5 intending 
4:Jc3 and 0-0-0. 

b) 10 ... �7 11 !J.d7 (11 .. . 
dS 12 !J.a4 rIbS 13 a3!) 12 .Q.a4 
dxe5 13 4:Jc3 with the of 
!J.e3 and Q-O-O;.t. 

11 e6 �e711 
Here Black should up 

the gauntlet by accepting the 
pawn 11 ... fxe6 12 !J.d3 
!J.e7 (12 . .  , t£Jf6 13 g4!) 13 �hS+ 
�8 with an unclear position. 

12 thxdSU mO) . 
A scintillating 

audaciously giving up the queen 
with only one other piece 
developed. However, White is 
soon able to box in the black 

queen. 

110 
B 

Of course, 
wins due to the 

rook on aB. 
13 .Q.xd7+ 1j;f;d8 
14 .Q.gS f6 

4Jc3 c6 
There is no easy way out: 

.. . fxgS 16 gxh4 17 li:J<e7 
!J.xe7 18 

16 !J.f4 
Other means of obtaining an 

escape square for the queen are 
flawed: 

a) 16 ... 17 cxd6 _7 18 
.Q.xc6 19 OX(j;'+-. 

b) 16 ... gS 17 .Q.xd6! �g7 18 
!J.xc6 ;g:c8 19 fJ.xdS (19 ... 
.Q.e7 20 .Q.b3+-) 20 .Q.xcS !J.xcS 21 
Q-Q-O;t . 

17 4Je4! (JJ1) 
dxe41! 

Black fmally buckles under 
the strain. The only way to 
prolong was 17 ... 
as!? to free the rook. Other 
defences are also 
tory: 

a) 17 . . .  gS? 18 4:JxgS? (18 
hxg5!) 18 ... �g7 19 t;:j7+ � 
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B 

<19 ... 'lie7 20 .Q.d6 mate) 20 exf7 

b) ... c4 18 .:t1i6 �d6 19 
.Q.xd6 .Q.xd6 20 .Q.xc6± . 

18 0-0-0 c4 
19 Jlxc6+ lfic8 
20 !ld7 t!)xe6 
21 !lc7+ l11d8 
22 !ldl+ 

donnant rook joins in 
the with devastating 
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consequences. 
22 
23 !l"d6+ 
24 .Q"d6 
25 !ld7+ 
26 .Qa4 

Conclusion 

.Qd6 
t!)xd6 
!lc8 
\tile8 
1-0 

The main merit of deviations in 
this chapter is to avoid the 
main lines. After 8 ... �4+ 
White is quickly able to 
iliz.e his forces, as Smagin 
showed, 6 ... .:t1iS and 6 
. .. 4Je4 allow White good chan
ces of advantage. The specula
tive line 6 ... ciJdS 7 h4!? leads 
to very complicated play; 7 
4Jb6 8 .Q.d3 is a alternative 
which a slight 
advantage. 



13 Neo-Mieses Variation 

Apart from the Mieses Vari
ation, White has several other 
poBmbllities after 4 .. . 5 
�d) bxd) which are oonSldeir
ed in this chapter. However, 
neither 6 �d4, 6 .Q.d3 nor 6 4)i2 
are suffidently testing to force 

advantiii2e, although they are 
those who to 

avoid a theoretical in one 
of the main lines. 

Papp - Csapo 
Hungary 1981 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4:,xd4 4Jf6 
5 4:,xc6 bxc6 
6 �d4 (JJ2) 

An unusual line which might 
if as a 

weapon. queen 
supports e4 and White intends 
to discourage the freeing ... d5 
in view of the formation 4):3. 
.QgS followed by 0-0--0. Black 
should, however, able to 
equal..iz.e without too much 
difficulty. 

The other to 6 
game in a 

direction: 
a) 6 .Q.d3 and now: 
a1} 6 ... db 7 0-0 .Q.e7 8 

0-0 9 iJI7 10 .Q.e3 �6 11 
12 �± Hoen - Vasquez, 

Skopje 1972. 
a2) 6 . . . .Q.c5 7 eS! � 8 0-0 

0-0 9 4)i2! t:£:f4 1O b4 �d3 11 
�d3 .Q.e7 12 .Q.f4:t . 

aJ) 6 . . .  d5! 7 i:P2 (7 4):3 .Q.b4 
transposes to the Scotch Four 
Knights but White can also 
COl1lSidl� 7 exdS!?) 7 ... .Q.d6 B 
0-0 9 0-0 10 �el .Q.b 7 11 �1 
.Q.f4 12 exdS cxdS 13 t:£:f3 .Q.xc1 14 
�eB+ �e8 15 �c1 �a4 16 b3 
� 17 � thd6 18 as 19 a4 

2O �1 � 21 h6 
HdB 23 �d6+ 

4)i2 He6 �1- Gunnarsson 
&nst, Reykjavik 1990. 

b) 6 4)i2  now: 
bO 6 .. . db 7 .Q.d3 (7 g6 

8 0-0 .Qg7 9 f4 0-0 10 ,Qf3±) 
7 .. . g6 8 0-0 .Qg7 9 � 0-0 10 

h6= Bilek Szabo, Buda-
1954 . 

6 ... 7 8 
.Q.b5+ .Q.d7 9 .Q.xd7+ �d7 10 0-0 
.Q.e7 11 <£::f3 0-0 12 .Qg5 Hfe8 (12 
... h6!?) 13 He1 c6 (T artakower -
Wolf, 1922) 14 
�7 15 �f3 White a 



edge. 

112 
B 

6 d6!? 
1his is rather passive; Black 

prepares to develop his 
side to out 
... cS. are worth 
investigating. 

a) 6 ... dS 7 <£)c3 and now: 
a1) 7 .. . .Q.e6 8 .QgS !J.e 7 9 

10 .Q.bS+ !J.d7 11 �6 
12 !le7 13 0-0-0 c6 14 
a6 15 .Q.xc6! !J.xc6 16 4JxdS !J.xdS 
17 �d5 Vi:Jc7 18 �e5 �7 19 
�e7+ tfJJxe7 20 � 1-0 Thomas 

1987. 
7 ... 8 0-0 9 .Q.f4 

cxdS 10 0-0-0 11 � !J.e6-
Sax - Byrne, Amsterdam 1970. 

b) 6 . . .  'fjJe7 7 'fjJM 8 
�5+ !J.e7 9 .Q.d3 0-0 10 0-0 tjJd6 
11 tjJf5 � �a5! dS 13 
14 �2 cS 15 eS! � 16 t£Jg3 
�e8 17 .Q.d2 .Q.b7 18 c4! dxc3 19 
bxc3 � 20 �a4 'fjJe6 21 �8 
22 f5 c£Jb6 23 thg4 �8 24 �S 
�8 25 e6 �8 26 4Jf4 <intend-
Ing exf7 t£Jg6+!) 26 ... 
W8 f6 .Q.xf6 28 tjJfS 1-0 
Thomas Crusi, Corr 1987. . 

c) 6 .. . cS 7 intending 
.Q.d2 and Q-O-O;t .  

Neo-Mieses Variation 125 

7 4Jc3 JJ.e7 
8 h3 

White introduces a safe
guard against ... t£Jg4 in order 
to develop the bishop on e3. 

8 0-0 
9 JJ.e3 

Now that the king has 
to Black C.rnIlSt!:!ll 

queen its 
outpost and prepares to 
counter-attack against 
e4-pawn. 

10 �a4 JJ.d7 
11 �a5! 

The queen looks out play 
but it can no longer be 

attacked and the black 
queenside pawns. If White can 
advance with eS the 
.... S-""""';rn will now lost. 

11 .. , JJ.c6 (113) 

12 0-0-0 
White must mobilize his 

quickly or Black will be 
able to take advantage of 
king's position. The 
threats of 13 and 13 .Q.xcS 
force Black to act forcefully. 

12 ciJxe4 
13 ciJxe4 .Q..xe4 
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14 .Q.xcS 
Although mack has managed 

to dispense with one of his 
doubled pawns, White 
enjoys the 
his queen now 
placed on as. 

14 ... �8?! 
An instinctive response to 

the create some 
counterplay. Black intends 15 . . .  
� with a double attack 
against and he 
should 14 ... �6. 

cS 
Black is obliged to change 

track as the white bishop's 
on g7 a tac-

tical after 15 ' "  � 16 
.Qd3! .(1xg21 17 �1 f6 18 �hS 
h6 (18 ... fS 19 f3+-j 18 ... .Qe4 19 

thxe4 �e1+-) 

16 .Q.b51 ttc8 
If 16 . . . .Qc6 White can in-

crease the pressure by .Qxc6 
'Qjxc6 18 �!. 

17 
18 g4 
19 .Qe3 
20 tbd2! 

The White 
excellent prospects he 
wins back the pawn with a 
fmesse. 

20 .Q.xe3 
21 hIxe3 (114) 

ttf4? 
Blad:.:. is understandably 

reluctant to enter the 
21 ... 'Qjxd2+ 22 �d2 Z3 

�ad8 24 but this was 

his best chance. 
22 hIfl �S 
23 .Q.c6 

hIxe4 
captures the piece, 

calculated 
series of checks 

nowhere . 

24 
'ltdl 

26 �d3 
27 .Q.dS 

Naturally, White takes 
to restrict the black forces in 

to release pressure 
on his own king. identifIes 
f7 as Achilles' 
rapidly consolidates 
tion. 

27 �aS 
28 fclte2! lfth8 

Itxf7 
30 ttf3 
31 Itee7 

By a neat 
turned into ................... 
31 �8 
32 Itxa7 �eS+ 

as 

�4 
Itae7 



36 �g2 
37 �3 
38 �3 

�e3 
40 �d2 
41 �e2 

�h2+ 

�1+ 
1-0 
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Conclu.slon 

are 
re-

sponds "' ....... ""0." with 6 ... 
However, if Black reacts care
lessly White may be to 

superiority 
on. 



14 Steinitz Variation: 4 ... �h4 

By far most 
Black against the 
Scotch is Steinitz's 4 ... �h4. 
Black immediately counter-
a�� against wrote � 
pawn in so goes 
against a basic prindple 
opening play: do not bring your 
queen out too early. Despite 

Black's move is surpris
ingly difficult to refute, as the 
following games show. How
ever, White can hope for a dear 
adVantEW"e if he is well pre-

lA.zmalparUhvlll - Hector 
San Sebutian 1991 

1 
2 4:)f3 4:)c6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 Qth4 
5 �! (115) 

This is the move 
causes Black the most prob
lems; White aims rapid 

is not afraid 
of e4-pawn. 
main is 5 4JbS 
is examined in the next 
trative game, but other moves 
have also tested: 

a) 5 �e4+ 6 .Q.e2 
dxc6 7 0-0 .Q.e6 8 � (Radulov 

Vrsac 1973) 8 ... 
9 �e1 .Q.cS 10 g3 

b) 5 4Jf3?! �4+ 6 .Q.e2 �e7! 
7 cU:3 4:)£6 8 .QgS �d8! 9 4)lS 
.Q.e7 and Black is slightly better 
according to Evans. 

d 5 �?! 4:)£6 now: 
c1) 6 � .Q.b4 7 4:Jxc6 dxc6 

transposes to c43. 
c2) 6 4JbS �8 7 4)l2 .Q.cS 8 

g3 9 .Q.e2 �g6 10 f3 d6 11 
iJb3? iJb4 12 �d1 4:Jxe4-+ .  

c3) 6 4)l2?! �4! 7 g3 �6 8 
(8 t£j4f3 c£Fe5 9 �e2 .Q.cS 

Black is winning according 
to Wmter) 8 ... t£jceS 9 � (9 
� 9 . . .  .Q.b4 0-1 
Dyckhoff, 1930. 

c4) 6 t£jxc6 dxc6 and now: 
c4t) 7 e5? 8 �hS 9 
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.Q.cS;. main line, but not worth seri
ous consideration is 6 4:Jf3?! 
�e4+ 7 .Q.e2 �6 8 O-O .Q.xc3 9 
bxc3 0-0 10 �S 11 �3 d6 

c42l 7 4:Jd2 .Q.c5 a g3 �h5 9 
.Q.e6 10 .Qg2 �da 11 � 0-0 12 

c3 �ea 13 b4 .Q.b6 14 .Q.b2 
Milovic - Muir, Corr 

1968. 
f4 �aS 13 f5 .Q.d7+ Hadjitofi 

Siegen 01 1970. 
c43) 7 � .Q.b4 a .Q.d2 .Q.xc3 

(a .. . D-O!?) 9 .Q.xc3 4:}xe4 10 
�4 11 (H)-Q �gS+? (11 ••• 

6 �e4 
It hardly sense for 

Black not to take pawn 
�7 �+ �1 

14 � with an unclear a) 6 ... 4:Jf6?f 7 0-0 .Q.xc3 a 
position) f4! �4+ 13 (a 4:}xe4 9 .Q.d3 4:}xd4 
�g4 14 �a+! li1ixda 15 d5 11 .Q.a3 .Q.e6 
� 16 Bda mate ......... ""'............ - �1 Thorhallsson Mitkov, 
KolLsch, Paris 1864. Cappelle la Grande 1993) 8 ... 

cD 5 .Q.e3 �e4 6 4:Jd2 (for 6 � 9 .Q.d3 �g' 10 .4 11 
see note to move 5 in the bxc3 0-0 12 �7! r3itxg7 13 

next main game) now: .Q.h6+ � (13 ... \ftxh6 14 �+ 
6 ... �g6?! 7 iJbS 4Jb4 8 �7 15 �gS+ �ha 16 �6+ �8 

� 4:Jxc2+ 9 � � 10 .Q.d3! 17 �g5+ �ha 1a �h6+-) 14 .Q;d8 
thc6 (10 ... �d3? 11 4:Jxc7+ IifidB ,W16 U8 17 
12 11 �c6 bxc6 12 . �� .. � 

13 20 � 4Jxf6 �6+ 'k8 22 
Carr 1984. _5+ Vukovic - Mozetic, 

d2) 6 ... �e7 7 .Q.e2 (7 iJbS Yugoslav Ch 1992. 
d5!+ )  7 ... 4:}xd4? (7 .n dSO a b) 6 ... Ue? 7 (H) .I1xoS  a 
�:��1r� �� t� 10 ���iz.�i:� 
bishops are a potent '«1e7 f6 .� 16 JfJ 
force, Krutikhin Ishmbaev, �6 17 ' 18 g4 fxg4 hxg4 
Kirgistan 1957. � 20 gS hxgS hS �h6 22 

e) 5 �5?! �e4+ 6 � ;m,s ttlg6+ �5 �h6 24 l:lf2 
7 .Q.d3 �h4 (7 ... �5!?) a 0-0 .Q.e6 2S Bfg2 Bf7 26 1lh2 �6 27 
9 .Q.f5 .Q.e6 10 0-0-0+ Del- e5I 4:JxeS 28 �7+ � 29 �e5 
mar - Steinitz, New York 1894. � 30 �h8+ �7 31 .Q.a3+ c5 32 

5 .Q.b4 .Q.xc5+ �7 33 �b8+- H. 
6 .Q.e2 Olafsson - Hector, ..... vt:"" ... ""6�'u 

White has no 1992. 
of defending the so 
elects to sacrifice it active 
play. possible is 6 iJbS 
�+ 7 transposing to the 

7 4Jf6 
recently, attention 

focused on 7 ... .Q.xc3t 8 4:Jxc3 
�4 (a ... with idea 
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9 £1d3 4:Jb4 10 
�4 12 �3 �d3 
14 £1f4 d6 15 

�c8 when the 
position is according to 
Harding and Botterill. but it is 
more logical for White to 
rt.:>nri'll'" his opJX)nent of ........... " ........ ,." 

rights with 8 bxc3! �I 9 0-0 ; 
, , \  Ue71 10  £1d3 (to -'l,f3!?) 10 ... 

I tbh4 11 f5 12 -'l,a3 tbf6 13 tbd2 
a6 14 De Greef -

1992. 
innovation the 
rook in retwn for an attack. 

S 0-01 
serJlsibly declines 

and concen-
trates on his development. 
Instead, 8 �c7+ �8 9 � 

(9 .. . 4):l4 10 0-0 -'l,xc3 11 
10 .!Jf3 �e8+ 11 £1e3 
bxc6 (12 ... ;b!xe3+? 13 

14 tbe2 £1xc3+ 15 
16 �±) 13 

�e3 15 
16 tbxe3 ;b!xe3 leaves an 

unclear position according to 
Azmaiparashvilli. 

S £1xc3 
9 bxc3 

Nonnally White would avoid 
.saddling with doubled 

fashion, but 
White attacking 

optilons on the b-ftle while the 
important d4-square is con
trolled. If instead the 
structure is kept intact, 
momentum would peter out: 9 
�c3!1 tbd4! 10 4:JbS tbxd1 11 
�d1 �8 12 £1f4 d6 with an 

1.Ull:;I� JX)sition. 
9 I£ldB 
10 £1e3 rIeS (116) 

best chance for 
was to activate the qUE!eru>ide 
rook by 10 .. . d6, . . . 
and ... �8, c;u .... ,.v_� .. 
" . ... ,e' .. "" be wary a 
""' ....... h'..., on d6. If Black tries to 
dislodge the powerful knight 
from b5 then he runs into 
trouble: 10 ... a6 11 £1f3 (11 

12 �c8 a 
to White) 11 .. . 

13 
White is better acc:o:rciliru!: 
Azmaiparashvilli. 

116 
W 

11 l:!el ttd5 
12 ttcl 

It is essential for to 
avoid an exchange of queens in 
order to maintain his attalCk111,g 

�5 
13 tta3 d6 
14 rIadl 

White has 
managed to activate 
of his army whilst 

remain largely dormant. 
""' ....... '",,..., on d6 is now fIrmly 



on horizon. 
14 ... 
15 c4 

White now begins to batter 
Black's bastions; 
inulnedilate threat is 16 cS. 

15 . • .  .Q.e6 
16 .Q.f3! 

Black had prepared 16 c5 dS 
17 c4 �d7 with a fll111 defensive 

White not 
allow him this. Clearly Black 
cannot accept the pawn sac-

16 ••• .Q.xc4 17 t£Jxd6 
18 .Q.xc6 bxc6 (18 ... dS 19 .Q.�+!) 
19 �d6+ 4.)17 (19 .. . t!ld7 20 
.Q.b6+ axb6 21 19 ... 
�d7 20 21 �xa8+-) 
20 .Q.b6+ axb6 '/}J)<e7 .Q.e6 (21 ... 
.Q.dS c4) �7+ .Q.xd7 23 
tbf8+ 24 �+-. 

117 
W 

16 I:td7 
17 .Q.xc6 bxc6 
18 4Jd4 �h5 (117) 

19 .QgSII 
A brilliant stroke which 

places Black in 
ties. If now 19 ... 
� 21 �a6 22 

�c6 �8 24 h3 wins for 
White. Black could have 
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wriggled on after 
fordng 19 4:Jxc6+ �8 20 c£jd4 
�e7± . 

19 cS 
20 .Q.xf6+ gxf6 
21 �+ r&e8 

�b2 
White is ready to penetrate 

via b7 or f6. 
22 .. .  �h4 
23 �b7 I:tad8 
24 I:td3! 1-0 

In this hopeless position 
Black One possible 

... �3 � 
26 t£Jxd8 �d8 �c7 bId7 28 
�+ �7 29 �8 fS 30 tbf8+ 
�6 'Ibg7+ �7 32 'II1g5+ f6 33 
YiJg7 mate . 

Instead of S � White 
often tries S �, but Black 
has more defensive resoW"C2S 
in instance, as the next 
game 

Mllu. - Dumltrache 
Romania 1991 

1 eS 
2 �3 � 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4)xd4 YiJh40 
5 �bS .Q.cS (8) 

Black two main 
natives: 

V a) S ... �e4+1! now: 
V at) 6 �8 7 0-0 a6 8 
ciJ1c3 9 c£jdS! c£)f6 (9 ... 
to .Q.f4 �b2 11 .Q.xc7+ � 12 
� YiJa3 13 bIe1 fle 7 14 JlxbS 
�8 15 t£JxaB � 16 .Q.d6! tI1aS 
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bxc6 18 !J.xe7+ 
20 �c7+-) 10 

t£jxd5 12 
14 � !J.d6 15 

16 6(ab1 � 17 4:Jc3 
�+ 19 � �6+ 

Herbert -
1978. 

6 !J.e3 and now: 
6 ... !J.b4+? 7 4Jd2 !J.xd2+ 

8 �d2 �8 9 0-0-0 � 10 
11 !J.xd6! cxd6 12 

13 t£JbS+ \tIeS 14 Iii::F 7 + 
Ue7 16 �+ t£JxdS 

Grimshaw -
A..AJu .......... 1890. 

6 ... �! 7 �  
9 � !J.e6 10 
10 ... 6i:f6 11 �h4 a6 12 

13 ;g:el 
- Mikenas, Buenos 

Aires 1939. 
'V b) 5 ... !J.b4+ 6 !J.d2 and now: 
.J 6 .. . �e4+ 7 !J.e2 �2? 

(7 8 fJf3 !J.xd2+ 9 
�h3 10 !J.xc6 bxc6 11 
�8 12 t£Jxa8+-

- Costa, Berne 1991. 
6 ... !J.cS! 7 �e2 d6 8 

Black has: 
V b21) 8 ... �8 9 !J.e3 !J.xe3 10 
�e3 6i:f6 11 �c3 0-0 12 CKH) 

.Qg2 !J.d7 14 h3 
16 �d4 !J.c6 1i:l � 

Gnu 1991. 
8 . . .  the? 9 �c3 

11 exd5 t£je5 
�c7 14 f4 0-0 

16 !J.c3 !J.b4! 17 !J.xb4 
18 0-0-0 E:xe2 19 !J.xe2 

� 20 !J.c3 the3+ 21 ;g:d2 !J.fS 22 
23 Wl .Qg6 h4 

25 £lf3 b5 26 � 27 £ld4 
.,Q,c2+ 28 E:xc2 �d3+ 29 ;g:d2 
�1 mate 0-1 - Wells, 
London 1989. 

6 tbe2 
White can 

mate by 6 �f3 when 
a) 6 ... 7 

t£jxaB ;g:e8! 9 
E:xe4+ 11 �1 
13 £le3 !J.xe3 14 
4):l2 ;g:a4 16 

b) 6 ... 4:Jd4 
btl 7 t£Jxc?+ 8 �4 

t£jxc2+ 9 �1 10 !J.xf4 
t£Jxa1 (to ... db 11 rIlxc7 12 
Iii::F3 !J.e6 13 ;g:el t£je7 14�bl 
with an 
4.JxaB d6 12 !J.c4 
fxe6 14 4:Jc3 �7 f3 t£je7 16 
� 4Jb3+ 17 axb3 E:xaB when 
Black is slightly accord-

to Novoselski. 
7 t£Jxd4 !J.xd4 8 c3 !J.b6 9 

4):l2 (9 !J.e3!?) 9 . . .  10 h3 a6 11 
�4 !J.a7 12 13 �e3 
6i:f6 14 !J.d3 0-0 0-0 16 
4:Jd2 1dae8  17 18 

6 
Black aims a rapid de-

ployment of pieces, 



hoping to exploit the position 
of the white queen by ... �e8. 
Also possible is 6 .. .  cf):l4 7 
4:Jxd4 �xd4 8 c3 �b6 9 g3 'if1e7 
10 .Qg2- . 

7 
8 

�el! �b4+ 
4Jd2 �a5 

the manoeuvre 7 ... 
�b4+ 8 � �aS Black has 
avoided having to displace 

with ... �8, but at 
cost of tempi. 

9 0-0-0 &.6 
10 eS �S 
U 4Jf3 ee4 (119) 

Black should prefer 11 ... 
as the text move time, 
for example: 

a) 12 ktxdS 'if1xa2! (12 n. axbS is 
given in most soW'Ces) 13 
4:Jxc7+ (13 ,Q.xc3) 13 ... 
�xc7-+ .  

b) 12 4Ja3! 4:Jxe3 (12 . .. 4Jdb4 
13 �4) 13 'if1xe3 0-0 (13 .. , .Q.M 
14 �) 14 .Q.c4± . 

12 USI e.4 
13 ell 

Black's careless 
move has White his 
own attack. 

13 . , '  0-0 
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14 thxdS axbS 
15 llxbS .g4 
16 h3 

Now black queen is 
being chased all over the board 
as White time. 

16 .hS 
17 g4 eh4 (120) 

18 ,Q,c4 �8 
19 4Jf3 t!Je7 
20 ,Q,c5 

Black's position collapses. 
20 d6 
21 exd6 el6 

d7 llxd7 
exd7 el4+ 

24 �bl exc4 
2S ,Q,xf8 �8 
26 � .&.6 
27 .,5 ,Q,d2 
28 a3 g6 
29 �7+ �8 
30 .e4 1-0 

Conclusion 

Whilst the Variation 
can �s for f"� .., reacts care !��}iJ� t,! 
play should eDable him to 
claim an advantage with S 4:F3!. 



15 Other Black Defences 

This section deals with rare 
fourth moves for Black. The 

queen sortie 4 ... is 
inferior to the Ste1nitz Variation 
as does not create any 
pressure against the e-pawn, 
while 4 n. g6, planning a ldng-

fIanchetto, is too slow if 
reacts with 

queenside and a ldng-
side attack. 

Narodizky - Kempter 
MOllloow l990 

1 e4 eS 
2 �3 � 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 �6!? (121) 

With this move order Black 
to transpose to the 4 

5 !1e3 �f6 lines having 
aVOI,aea 5 ciJb3 5 The 

on 
allows White's to 
up a dominating post in the 
..... " ... "'. from which it is dim-

for to dislodge, i.e. 4 
... �4 5 �d4 now: 

a.) 5 ... � 7 6 .Q.c4 4:Jc6 7 �S 
(7 .3!?fr.:: �6 <Edinburgh 
london [S] 1826/28) 8 Q-O! 
White is sllglntly 

ing to 
b) 5 ... � 4:P cD 7 .Q.e3 

�6 1! 8 0=0-0 *"d4 9 .Q.xd4 b6 
10 .Q.b7 11 12 .Q.eS f5 
13 4:JxiS 14 .Q.e7 15 g4 
1-0 W. Hoogerwerf - Gischer, 
Vnton 1992. 

C) S 
!1e7 8 

7 .QgS 
9 Gobet -

� �".,'"""' ... Swiss Ch 1988. 
d) 5 ... � eS �c6 7 4:P 

rf::p7 8 .Q.d3 W 9 .Q.e3 !1e7 10 
0-0-0 0-0 11 h4 � 12 f4 13 
� fS exf6 ttJxe4 15 4Jxe4 
.Q.xf6 16 .Q.c4+ \tth8 17 .Q.xcS .Q.e7 
18 b6 19 .Q.xe7 4Jxe7 20 �6 
h6 21 1Ihel 4:Jc6 22 b3 as 23 
4Jxc8 Z1axc8 1-0 De 
Greef Veloso, Novi Sad 01 
1990. 

5 4Jb3 
White cuts across 



tramiJX>sing to the 
Classical Variation after 5 .Q.e3 
.Q.c5 with move. White 
can also play the aggressive 5 

with similarities to the 
Steinitz Variation: 

a) 5 ... �� 4:}1c3 7 
4:Jxc3 �e e3 a6 9 d6 
10 0-0-0: Botterlll - R Miles, 
Welsh Ch. 

b) 5 ... !l.cS 6 �e2 
�e7 8 .Q.e3 now: 

7 

bD 8 .. .  0-01 9 .Q.xb6 axb6 10 
4:Jxc7 :taS 11 tlf3 tlg6 .Q.d3 
:thS 13 ciJ7d5 :th6 14 o-o-ot 
ents 01 1964. 

8 .. .  a6 9 !l.xb6 axbS 10 
.Q.xc7 b4 (Zhdanov - Zhuravlev, 
Riga 1969) 11 which gives 
White an advanta&:e :::al'V"nrrliin .... 

to 
b3) 8 ... �8 9 0-0-0 a6 10 

� !l.xe3+ 11 tlxe3 12 � 
4:JxdS 13 exdS 14 �4 
15 cxd6 16 c3 the 
stranded black king gives White 
the better chances, Borkowski 
- Meinsohn, Groningen 1974175. 

8 .. . !l.aS and now: 
b4t) 9 tld2 a6 10 4:Jxd4 

11 .Q.xd4 tlg6 12 0-0-0 0-0 13 
�4 d6 �d3 f6 15 :tg3 16 

Bruk Fiear, Tel 

IJetenoas 135 

!l.b6= Kuprecbik - Nei, USSR 
10 �5 4:Jxd5 11 exdS 1!i:::f:7 

12 d6! cxd6 13 1!xd6 14 !JJ<a7 
� 4+ 15 tle3 16 !l.xe3 ciJfS 
17 4:Jxe3 18 fxe3 dS 19 a3 
and White is a pawn up, 
Chiburdanidze - Miles, 

White also has two less 
fon:in&: variations: 5 !l.c5 6 

7 .Qg5 tlg6 8 h4 f6 9 
hS 10 !l.f4 !l.b4 11 !l.xc7 12 
!l.d3 .Qg4 13 �5! fxg5 14 �4 
d4 15 a3 dxc3 16 axb4 cxb2 17 

with an unclear JX>sition, 
Klovan -
and 5 4:Jxc6 which Black 
can either tl'ansJX>se to the 4 ... 
!l.cS 5 4:Jxc6 �6 lines (see 
chailter 6) with 5 ... .Q.cS or 

independent 5 ... dxc6 6 .Q.c4 
.Q.d6 7 4)::3 1!i:::f:7 8 f4 ..Q.e6 9 !l,xe6 
(9 !l.xeSo 9 ... tlxe6 10 0-0 
f5 11 tld4 fxe4 12 tlxe4 tlf7 13 
tlf3... - Hector, Valby 
1991. 

5 �g6 
Black targets e4 and makes 

room for the knight to come to 
f6. White done 

. well 5 ... due to the 
exposed position of the black 
queen: 6 c3 !l.e7 7 g3 tle6 8 .Qg2 
fS 9 0-0 10 �e1 11 .Q.f4 

Aviv 1989. 4:}1d2 13 Belousov 
b42) 9 0-0-0 0-0 (9 . . . a6!? 10 - n................ 1970. 

�4 .Q.xc3 11 bxc3 and White is 6 �e2 
. slightly better according to This serves a dual purpose 

Boleslavsky Kapengut or 10 defending e4 
4JxdS 11 axbS 12 .Q.d4+ way to 
13 dxc6! 14 tlxe7+ alternatives, 

15 !l,xg7 16 .Q.d4 interesting possibility 
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ignore threat to the 
pawn and concentrate on rapid 
developmen� 

a) 6 .Q.e2!? �6 7 0-0 d6 8 
� .Q.e7 9 f3 0-0 10 .Q.e3 U 
�! 4Je5 12 4):13 ciJxd3 13 
.Q.d7 14 d4 c6 15 \lihl h6 16 .Q.d3:t 
Neiboolt Rakitin, 1978. 

b) 6 � �6 7 .Q.e7 8 
0-0 9 0-0 d5- Garda 

- Tseshkovsky, 
Palmas 1976. 

6 d6 
7 ci)c3 
8 .Q.e3 

White continues with an 
easy plan of development 

CBStling, 
opponeJnt has 

a long-tenn in 
his kingside is rather congest
ed, whilst his queen is already 
looking misplaced. 

8 .Q.e7 
9 0-0-0 {)f6 

10 f3t 
Now e4 is and 

cannot consider 10 .. . 0-0 as 
this would walk into an ad
vance of the white g- and 

10 
11 \libl 
12 tbf2 
13 4Jd5 

It is standard 

4Jd7 
� 
0-0-0 

in 
such positions to station 
knight on dS and White quickly 
takes the opportunity of 'win-

the two bishops. 
13 ... .Q.d7 
14 4Jxe7+ 4Jxe7 
15 h4 f6 

Black has adopted a passive 
stance is relying on White 
to overstretch, but this is a 
dangerous policy and should 
at least have 15 ... 

16 4Jd4 \lib8 
17 b3 ci)c6 
18 h5 tIJf7 
19 4JbS .Q.e6 
20 g4 (123) 

White is in total command 
the board His pawns 

severely limit the range of the 
and can 

........... OU.1 build up the pressW'E! 
using space advantage. 
knight on bS is an immediate 

concern for as it 



options and cannot be removed 
by ... a6 due to �c7!. 

20 l:;!he8 
21 c4 4Jc8 
22 4Jc3 4Jes 
23 4Jb5 

White realises that 23 t£JdS is 
met by 23 ... en and resorts to a 
slower approach, since Black 
has no active play. 

23 4Jc6 
24 .Q,d3 t;g8 
25 4:)d4 4Jxd4 
26 .Q,xd4 h6 

Black obviously feared 27 h6 
to open the h-file and under
mine his kingside pawns. 

27 .Q,c2 b6 
28 rIhgt 4Je7 
29 f4 

The wave of pawns advance 
and Black has no way of stop
ping them. 

29 
30 t;g3 
31 gs 
32 t;c3 
33 .Q,e3 
34 b41 

Now that Black has been 
tied down on the kingside 
another avenue of attack is 
opened up with dramatic effect. 

34 .Q,b7 
35 gxh6 4Jxh6 
36 c5 dxc5 
37 bxc5 rIfd7? 
38 �xd7 1-0 

Black resigned in view of 38 
.. . !!xd7 39 en+-. 

Now we turn to 4 ... g6. 
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Makarlchev - Tukmakov 
Palma 1989 

1 e4 es 
2 4Jf3 4Jc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 4Jxd4 �� 

The starting point of an 
unusual variation which has 
dose similarities to the Fire 
Defence. A variety of obscure 
moves has also been tested at 
this stage: 

cO 4 ... .Q,b4+!? 5 c3 .Q,e7 6 
c:£Jxen bxen 7 .Q.eD d6 8 0-0 6i§6 
9 � 0-0 10 t;a4 c5 U !le1 !le8 
12 6i§1 .Q.d7 13 � .Q.c6 14 b4 
cxb4 15 cxb4 �7 16 .Q.b2 as 17 
a3 If.24 van der Wiel - Tal, 
Brussels 1987. 

b) 4 ... dS? 5 �en bxc6 exd5 
.Q.b4+ (6 -:::1fxd5 7 t;e2+ and 8 
� with advantage to White) 7 
c3 .Q.c5 8 t;e2+ (8 dxen?1 
.Q.xf2+-+) 8 ... �7 9 dxen 0-0 
10 tbc4 t;d6 U .Q.e2 tbxen 12 0-0 
and White is a clear pawn up, 
A Osborne - Bloodworth, 
Torquay 1985. 

c) 4 .. �d now 5 .Q.c4± 
transposes to a Htmgarian 
Defence and 5 .Q.bS± to a line 
of the Ruy Lopez, both of 
which are outside the scope of 
this book. 

5 4Jc3 
Evans has suggested 5 c4!? 

to clamp down on the centre 
by preventing a later ... dS. 

5 .Qg7 
6 .Q,e3 4Jf6 (124) 

When Karpov tested this 



Black ne:.f;",...,..,,,,,, 

variation chose a slightly 
different in this posi-
tion: 6 .. . db 7 C£j6 8 0-0-0 
(8 .Q.b5 .Q.d7 9 .Qxc:6 bxc6 10 .Q.h6 
()-()== USSR 
197U 8 ... U4 9 �c6 (9 �S!?) 
9 .. . bxc6 10 .Q.d4 jlxd4 11 �d4 
�6- 12 f3 �d4 13 !Xxd4 �3 
14 �1 4Jxdl 1S �d1 equal 
chances. A more line 
for is 7 .Q.e2!? 8 
�c6 bxc6 9 eS 10 ll¥ltV,rlX'" 

�8 11 ()--()-()+ � 12 .Q.f3 .Q.d7 
13 14 .Q.cS+ �8 15 
!XxeS h5 16 .Q.e7 labB 17 !!cS �5 
18 .Q.xdS cxd5 19 S. 
�ell G. �tings 
1989/90. 

7 twd2 
The sharpest method play 

for a kingside 
Cl\M:ILA. Other moves are slower 
and to justify Black's 
opening choice: 

a) 7 g3 0-0 8 �2 d6 9 h3 
�S!- Savon - Ree, 

b) 7 f3 
bU 7 ... 

4:)hS 10 4Jde2 
12 dS 13 

!!e8 9 g5 
11 0g3 m3 

c6 C£j6+ 

.Q.xf6 15 gxf6 tlJxf6 16 �2 
17 �4± Bellon - Mariotti, 
Rome 1977. 

b2) 7 .. . c£Je7! 8 .Q.c4 dS 9 exd5 
C£jxd5 10 0xd5 0xdS::f 
tort - Steinitz, Vienna 1882. 

e) 7 .Q.e2 0-0 8 (8 0-0 
!!e8 9 0xc6 bxc6 10 .Q.f3 .Q.b7 
� d6= Bagirov - Keres, 
Moscow 1963) 8 ... !!e8 9 f3 dSl 
10 � bxc6 11 exdS 0xdS 12 
0xdS 13 c3 (13 o-o-on 
VJJe7-+; 13 �5 14 O-O? 
VJJeS-+) 13 ... cS 14 0-0 d4 1S 
(15 !Xxe3!) 15 . . . 16 
fJf5 17 .Q.c4 !!ad8 18 �g5 dxc3 19 
bxc3 .Q.xc3 20 !Xxc3 �c3 21 !!c1 
�b2 22 .Q.e1 h6! 0-1 Rossetto -

Mar del 1957. 
d) 7 .Q.c4 now: 
dO 7 ... 0-0 8 0xc6 (8 

!!e8 9 !!e1 d6 10 f3 a6- Hort 
Keres, Moscow 1963) 8 ... bxc6 
9 e5?! 10 fxe6 11 .Q.xe6+ 
�h8::f Prameshuber -
Munich 01 1958. 

d2) 7 ... 8 f3 0-0 9 �  
10 .Q.e2 (to .Q.b3!- ECO) 10 

... dS! 11 f4 rn4 12 13 
�3 Corden - littlewood, 
Hastings 1969nO. 

e) 7 �c6!? bxc6 8 e5 U8 9 
.Q.d4! �e7 10 �e2 f6 11 exf6 
0xf6 and has a slight 
edge according to Keres. 

7 0-0 
Instead 7 ... 8 0-0-0 0g4 

trarISPC..seS to Bellon - Karpov, 
note to 

move), 
8 0-0-0 

Another aggressive is 



13 
�dS 
Wd8 18 
me, Wljk aan 

8 
Black 

1974. 
�d4 

to push for-
pawns, so 

this on d4 is an essential 
preliminary measure. The 
attempt to the bishop 
on e3 falls 9 ,Q,gS 
fS (9 ... U f3 
�4 12 13 gxd4 

[13 ... 14 � c6 15 
] eS 15 4Je4 in-

10 .Qf4 4Jxd4 U 
12 �h8 13 fJ.xc7 

�6 14 and White has the 
edge according to Makarichev. 

9 fJ.xd4 d6 
10 f3 

It should 
po:5l1t1Cln can 
Pirc move 
d4 g6 3 
� O-O 6  
Ue2 
fJ.xd4. 

arrive from a 
i.e. 1 e4 d6 2 
4 fJ.e3 �7 5 

4)::6 7 f3 e5 8 
9 �d4 �d4 10 

10 ... ,Q,e6 (125) 
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11 
This is intended to prevent 

freeing move ... d5 
would not be met by 

must 
text also 

to consider h4 as 
.. .  hS would 

too hazardous. Also 
pulS�>101e is U fJ.e3 1le8 12 �5 

... c6?! 13 e5 dxe5 14 
15 1lxd8 1lxd8 16 

13 �8 14 �bl a6 15 
a powerful attack, 

Chernin - Zaichik, Lvov 1987. 
11 cS 

COnsequenCES. 
""'"",,,,,f' ..... ,I"<> has to create 

counterplay as quickly as pos
sible. 

.Q.h61 
White must continue actively 

SinCE 13 fi1ibl?! (to defend a2) 
moves the king into 

1'"1"' .... 0'_ 13 ... bS 14 
opening up lines against 

mol1arC:h. After 13 fJ.h6 the 
poi�loned: 13 ... .Q.xa2 14 

15 fJ.xg7 �7 16 

13 .Q.xh6 
14 �6 bS!? 

is a sense of urgency 
in game since the cap
ture on a2 fails: 14 ... .Q.xa2?! 15 

�+ 17 � �b2 
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18 �1 �a3 19 hxg6 fxg6 20 
4JhS 21 �+-. 

15 .Q;xbS nab8 
16 a' a6 (1.26) 

17 nxd6! 
A remarkable idea; White 

gives up a to 
remove the knight 
from f6. Less forcing play 
would allow Black to escape: 

a) 17 !J.eZ? Iitixb2 
� 19 �  and 
has good attacking characes. 

b) 17 eS?! dxeS 18 gS t£JhS 19 
�4 �8! with an unclear 
posi.tion 8lYYlrdil,g to Makari-
chev. 

17 • . •  axbS 
18 eS �4 

The full force of the sac-
is 18 ... � 

�4 (with the of 20 
�6+) 19 . .. f5 20 4Jg5+-. 

19 fXC4 tlb4t 
The queen simultaneously 

........ " .. n'r .. � and up the 
possibility of 20 .. , with 
active play on the b-flle. 

20 as �g4 
21 ne1 �S 

is hanging on by a 

thread; � can met. by 
22 , . .  �eS which covers the 
vital f6-square. 

22 �h4 b4 
23 4Je4 hS 

nd2t 
'This clever switch threatens 

to bring the rook onto the 
vulnerable f-me. 

2' 1i!C7t 
2S �6+ \tth6 
26 �c::S llbS 
27 �e6 fxe6 
28 ttxfS nxfS?! 

Black ...... 1'."',............1 
lently, but still fares a difficult 
endgame due to the outside 
passed pawn on A 
chanoo to confuse matters lay 
in 28 ... exf5 when the advance 

the f-pawn must be con-
sidered, e.g. 28 ... exfS a6 f4! 
30 �d6 (30 e6 naS! 31 nd6 
with an unclear position) when 
White threatens 31 �±. 

29 a6 nfxeS 
30 nxeS llxeS 
31 nd6 Ii!CS 
32 c::4! \tth4 

If instead 32 . . . bxc3 33 b4 
and the duo of passed pawns 
race through to promotion. 

33 'ittc::2 \tthl 
34 'ittbJ 'ittxh2 
3S \f}xb4 ne1 
36 a7 nat 
37 nd2+1 1-0 

mack resigned in view of 37 
.. . �3 38 nd3+ �2 39 b!a3+-; 
or 37 . . .  �1 nd1+! 1!xdt 39 
a8�)+-. A 

by U"'L,"' ...... • ..... v 



Conclwdon 

None of the variations con
sida-ed in this chapter promise 
Black an equal game. However, 
White still needs to be pre-
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pared to meet them as they 
might be tried by an opponent 
wishing to avoid the well an
alysed 4 .. . .\lc5, 4 . . . �6 and 4 
... �h4. 



Index of Variations 

A) 4 • • .  .Q.cS 
B) 4 . . .  4Jf6 
C) 4 . • •  tith4 

1 e4 eS 
2 4Jf3 � 
3 d4 cxd4 
4 4:Jxd4 

4 ... �d4 4 ... �6 4 ... g6 137; 4 ... -'1b4+ 137; 4 ... 137; 
4 ... d6 137 

4 . . .  .Q.cS 
5 .Q.e3 

S � �6 6 �  (6 �3 61: 6 �e2 61: 6 f4 6fJ 6 ... bxc6 (6 ... dxc6 
62; 6 ... Vhxc6 62J 7 -'1d3 62 
S �S g6 (S ... S ... d6 55: S ... �6 S7) 6 �3 
5 iJb3 .Q.b6 (S ... .Q.b4+ S ... -'1e7 6 a4 (6 c£.)c3 6 c4 SfJ 6 ... 
a6 (6 ... as 37: 6 .. . �h4 6 ... �6 44) 7 c£.)c3 and now: 

a) 7 ... d6 
b) 7 ... �f6 
7 ... c£::ge7 39: 7 ... 40 

a) 7 .n 8 -'1e2 (8 8 �  42: 8 as 42) 8 ... (8 ... �h4 
42: 8 ... c£::ge7 42) 9 0-0 40 

7 ... titf6 8 c£::ge7 9 
-'1a7 12 h4 ... 0-0 

46; 13 g4 48) 13 ... 0-0 
(9 as 48) 9 ... 10 

12 . .. d6 45; 12 . . .  46) 13 
... �b2 46j 13 ... d6 48) 14 



'-�I 
I 

S ... ilxd4 33;/S ... ilb6 33 ) 
.. // 

, -.- ..-.-.--'" 
6 d "  
7 '.Q.c4o 
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�e7 , 

7 ile2 23; 7�d2 23; 7 f4 23; 7 � 23; 7 4::P2 23; 7 .Q.bS 23 
7 g3 dS (7 ... d6 26; 7 .. . c£Jxd4 26; 7 ... 0-0 27) 8 .Q.g2 c£Jxd4 (8 .. . dxe4 
27; 8 ... �S 30; 8 ... .Q.xd4 3(/) 9 cxd4 ilb4+ (9 . . . ilb6 30) 10 4:F3 31 

7 . 0 .  ()-() 

7 ... b6 20; 7 ... �g6 23; 7 ... c£jxd4 23 
7 ... �S 8 ile2 (8 .Q.b3 14) 8 ... t/1g6 (8 ... dS 15) 9 0-0 dS (9 . . . d6 17; 
9 ... �e4 17) 10 ilbS (to 4JbS 15; 10 ilf4 15; 10 �h1 15) 10 ... �e4 15 

8 . .. a6 11  

8 �O, ,g,b6 

9 .��2;
,' 

9 t£)a3 12; 9 ilb3 12; 9 �h1 12 

B) 

9 d6:13 

4 4)f6 
S 4Jxc6 

S � .Q.b4 (S . . . ilcS 64; S ... c£Jxe4: 64) 6 �'(6 .Q.gS 6SJ 6 ... �" 
7 .Q.d3 (7 t11d4 67; 7 ild2 67) 7 ... $ (7 ... 0-0 70; 7 ... d6 70) 8 as'" 
(8 eS 65; 8 0-0 6SJ 8 ... . 1(8 ... t!1e7+ 75) 9 o.;.o �  10 JIS'4e6 
(10 ... ile7 78; 10 ... ilxc3 78; 10 ... c6 11 t£Ja4 [tl tI1f3 79; 11 �2 79] 
76) 11 � (11 tI1f3 70; 11 4JbS 72'J 11 ... h6 (11 ... .Q.d6 70; 11 .. .  .Q.e 7 70; 
11 . . . .Qg4 70; 11 ... �8 7J) 12AJl4 67 

S bxc6 
6 eS 

6 .Q.d3 124; 6 4Jd2 124; 6 tI1d4 124 
6 �e7 



Index of VRri.9tinln.<i1 

6 .. .  120; 6 . . .  

8 89 

-- 8  ... �4+ 118 

7 4)dS 
8 c4 

8 • . •  ..Q.a6 

- 8 . . .  c£:'P6 9 �  (9 � 86; 9 9 ..Q.f4 87) 9 ... (9 ... as 89; 
...... 9 ... ..Q.b7 89'J 10 b3 as (10 ... ..Q.b4 87; 10 ... ..Q.e7 87) 11 83 

9 b3 

9 �4 115; 9 g3 115 
9 � �  (9 ... f6 104; 9 ... �4 1OS; 9 . . .  g6 107; 9 ... 0-0-0 108; 
9 .. . 4Jb4 111J 10 lOS 

9 g6 

9 � 9 ... �h4 100 
\ '. 

10 f4 

C) 
4 .h4 
5 �3 

5 t£jxc6 128; 5 128; 5 �d3 128; 5 -'1.e3 129; 5 S � 131 

5 ..Q.b4 
6 ..Q.e2 

6 t£jbS 129; 6 129 

6 ttxe4 

6 ... �6 129; 6 ... .£:ge7 129 

7 4JbS 129 





WINNING WITH THE SCOTCH 
In the 1990 World Championship match Gary Kasparov shocked 
the chess world with his adoption of the unusual Scotch Opening, 
which had for many years been considered a poor relation to the 
Ruy Lopez (or Spanish Game). However, lin that match and 
subsequently Kasparov has introduced a variety of exciting new 
tactical ideas which have completely trQnsformed the reputation of 
the Scotch into a powerful winning weapon and it is now highly 
fashionable at both grandmaster, tournament and club level.  

• Dynamic opening popularised by World Champion Gary 
Kasparov 

• Complete fully�annotated games used to i l lustrate the main ideas 
• Every important variation included, with an emphasis on currently 

fashionable systems of attack and defence 

Gary Lane is one of the new generation of talented young Engl ish · 
International Masters. Since winning the Commonwealth Cham
pionship in 1988, he has competed with distinction in tournaments 
throughout Europe and has a lready established a fine reputation as 
a chess author. His first book for Batsford, The Ruy Lopez for the 
Tournament Player, was enthusiastical ly received by the chess press: 

'His presentation is beautifu l ly clear. Anyone who spends a little time 
on this book wi l l  play the better for it' The Daily Telegraph 

' . . .  a complete course for anyone of club strength or greater to 
master the essentials of this most subtle opening' The Spectator 

Other titles in the Winning With . . .  ' series include: 

Winning With the Bishop's Winning With the 
Opening Nimzo-Indian 
Gary Lane Raymond Keene 

Winning With the Closed Winning With the Petroff 
Sicilian Anatoly Karpov 
Gary Lane Winning With the 
Winning With the Dutch P�ilidor 
Robert Bel l in Tony Kosten 

Winning With the English Winning With the Sicili 
Zoltan Ribl i  and Gabor Ka llai Mark Taimano PU8l\S"£« 
Winning With the King's Gambit [' -, ,.. 
Joe Gallagher 

\ _ _ � 
Fora complete list oflhese and other IS N 0 - 7 1 3 4 - 7 2 1 1 - 1  
Batsford chess books please write to: 

I I I  
B.T. Batsford ltd 
4 Fitzhardinge Street 
London Wl H OAH 

- 9 78 72 1 1 0 
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