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Relive the days of the British Empire at home and abroad, 
through the times of Britain's longest-reigning monarch 
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ANIM AL H U SBAN D RY 

N EW MA C H INERY 

hile n ew technology and machinery improved 
the efficiency and profitability of many 

farms , for most people the industrial 
revolution of the 18th and 19th 

centuries was a period of massive upheaval and 
social change. Many people lost their jobs and their 

homes, since most houses were tied to 
their occupations and they were 

forced to seek 
work els ewhere. 

COUNTR-Y LIFE 

W hile th ose involved in 
agriculture suffered enormously 
at the hands ofp rog ress', many 

of those w ho tended animals, 
suc h as cattle herders and 

sheph erds, were littl e affected 
by the tech nologic al 

revolution sweeping the 
land ; survivors from a 

pre -indu strial age. 

New ma chinery, such as th is steam traction 
en gine, was very ve rsatile and co uld do the 
wo rk of several men. In the space of a few 
years th e heavy horses, th at forme rly 
pulled plo ugh s and other agricultural 
mach inery, became obsolete. 
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COUNTRY AIR 

Although many of 
those who worked in 
the country still lived in 
pr imitive, one-roomed 

co ttages, living condi tions 
and sanitation were much 

be tter than in town slums . 

C H A NG ING MAR K ETPLAC E 

Many villages lost their 
weekly market as more
 
and mo re of the food
 
produced was taken to
 

the towns to feed their 
burgeo ning population s. A single 
village shop, selling a range of 

..~: . \ -, goo ds, co uld usually 
satisfy the needs of most 

- . rural communit ies. 

LIFE EX PECTAN CY 

Although generally less well -off than 
tow n dwellers, those who lived in the coun try 

usually had a better qu ality of life and could expect to live 
lo nger; abo ut 50 years of age compared to 40 for thos e in towns. 

~ 
O U R DA ILY BREAD 

In 1815 Corn Laws had bee n passed to keep grain prices high 
and protect England from cheap imports , but these were repealed 

~I;
I 

in 1846 to facilitate free trade.The result was a fall in the price of 
bread, tho ugh farmers were affected bad1y as a conseque nce . ~ 
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1 LIFE IN TOWNS 
=
 

t the beginning ofVictoria's 
reign (1837) only about 20% of 
the population lived in towns, 

but by 1901 , when she died, this 
figure had risen to about 75 %. During this 

period the population of Britain doubled 
from around 20 million to 40 million. 

Most people moved to towns to 
find work in the factories, Rows 

of poor quality terraced slums 
sprang up around the 
factories to house them. 

VICT IMS OF C IR C U M ST A N C E 

Poverty was so bad in most 
tow ns that many p eople 
resorted to cr ime in th e din gy 
stree ts.T he old an d infirm, 
particularly, often fell victim to 
pickpockets. 
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POOR SAN ITAT ION 

Sani tary co nditions 
in Vic torian tow ns 

were often very 
poor. Only the rich 
co uld afford proper 

toilet facilities. 
T he poor had to 

share a communal 
lavato ry, usually 

just a she d 
over a hole in 

th e ground 
treated with 

qui cklime 
to dissolve 

effiue nt. Few 
hou ses had 

runn ing water 
or drains and 

it was a daily 
task to em pty 

slops dow n 
open gullies 
in the streets. 
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LIFE FOR
 
THE RICH
 

-- he Victorian age saw the 
THE H IGH LI FE 

emergence of a new tier of
 
For many wealthy young ladies
 social class, wealthy businessmen
 

life was an endless round of
 who made vast fortunes from 
social gathe rings, attending balls, 

the new advances in technology, thoughthe opera or the theatre, so as to 
be seen by prospe ctive husbands. often at the expense of the working 

classes w h o were 
forced to work in appalling con ditions for 
low wages. Until the rise of the Vi ctorian 
industrial en trepre neurs, most o f the country's 
wealth lay in land ownership, particularly the 
estates of the aristocracy, but now any 

enterprising individual 
co uld become rich. 

A ST IT C H IN TI M E 

New technology and mass-prod uction brough t many labour-saving devices, 
including the sewing machine, invented in 1851 by Singer .T his sewing machine, 

manufacture d by W heeler and Wi lson, is considered to be the foreru nner of the 
modern lock- stitch and revolu tionised 

clothes manufacture. 

QUEEN VIC T O R IA 

• Born 1819 
• Ascended the 

throne 183 7 
• Died 1901 

Vic toria was proud of the 
technical ach ievemen ts of 
her reign and allowed 

man y new devices to be 
used in the royal househo ld, 
such as electric light ing 

and carpet cleaners. 
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C HAR ITY ST ATUS 

A charity matinee' for a ligh t comedy 
performance at the T heatre Royal, in 
London's H aymarket .T heatre- going 
in general was very fashio nable, 
but it soo n be came popular, 
and almost essential for socia l 
advancement, to be seen 
at chari table events. 

FINE TAB LEW AR E 

Fin e porce lain and bone china tableware 
bec ame ex treme ly fashionable among 

the aristocracy and rising 
middle- classes. Impro ved 

m eth ods of manufacture 
m eant tha t items could 

be mass-pro du ced, 
but retained their 

' hand-m ade' 
q uality. 
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PAWNB R OK ERS 

In an age 
before pensions 
and welfare 
benefits, if a 
poor family 
fell upon 
hard times 
they were 
forced to sell 
or pawn their 
possessIon s 

to suppo rt 
themselves.This 

was especially 
tru e for widows 

whose incom es 
ceased wh en their 

husband died. 

::::1 
::wR:::king I 
class children ~ 
received any ,~ 
edu cation 
because it 
was felt 
it would 
make them 
discontent 
with their 
lot .The 
fort unate 
few went 
to dame ~ 
schools, 

charitable institutions run by women in their own 
homes, whe re reading, writing and simp le 
ar ithmetic we re taught. 

C O T TAGE 

INDU STRIE S 

It was not f 

un common for 
poor coup les to 
have as many as 9 
or 10 children . 
Altho ugh this I

Iview shows a 
typical family with 
the children at 
play (pro bably on 
a Sunday, the only 
day of rest) the 
whole family was 
expected to work . 
Even those 
children not sent 
ou t to wo rk in 
factories and mills 
had to help 
support the fami ly 
by doi ng chores 
around the ho use 
or making items 
for sale. 



FOOD & 
DRJNK 

(J; e of the biggest 
problems facing 

Victorian 
society was 

how to feed a population 
that was growing at an 

alarming rate. In pre
industrial Britain, 
the majority of 
people worked 
on the land and 
produced their 
own food. Most 
people now 
worked in 

factories and 
had to buy all 
their food with 

their wages, marking 
the beginnings of the modern 

society. 

~,,~, 

M ilk was delivered 
straight from the 
farm . Customers 
took their j ugs ou t 
into the street to 
the milkman, who 
filled them from 

large churns. 

<.z:===,".z= 

'" J 

m 
an 
sh 
go 
at 
sol 



I

III 

SPO ILT 

FOR C H O IC E 

N ever befo re had 
such a range of 
foo ds bee n available 
as cheap impo rts 
floo ded in from 
abro ad. Even the 

I
 
m eagre diets of 

the biggest the poor gradually 
improved and lems facing 
became more var ied. 

torian ~ Such items as tea , for 
was long an expensive 

population luxury, became 
affordable by all. ng at an 

e. In pre
C O N VEN IE N C E FO O DS Britain,
 

ityof One of the solutions to keeping food fresh was
 
th is dry-air syphon refrigerator (c.1900) . Foodorked 

I
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d their 
d. Most 

now 
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od with 
s, marking 
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THE MIDD LE MAN 

Markets are a survival from the 
pre-industr ialised age, when 
few shops existed and buyers 
and sellers met to exchang e 
goods.At tow n wholesale 
markets, like C ovent Garden fru it 
and vegetable market in London , 
show n here, larger traders bou ght 
goo ds in bulk from several suppliers 
at cheaper pri ces, which they then 
sold on to smaller traders for a profit . 

was chilled by the insu lation of ice blocks in an 
adjoining compartme nt, which circulated cold 
air. Towards the end of the Victor ian era tinned 
foo ds also be cam e available. 

H O M E DELIVERI ES 

In smaller towns , 
and in villages, 

1.;	 street tradesmen still 
carried their wares 
from door-to-door. 
Fresh bread, fish, 

dairy products and 
vege tables we re 

often sold 
this way, 
but in 

larger towns, 
especially 

towards the end 
of the 19th c en tu r~ 

improved standards of 
hygien e me ant that 
more and more people 

bought their food from shops, 
wh ere it was bet ter protected. 
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The wealt h generated 
by ind ustry created 

a new breed of 
en trepreneurs who 

amassed large , 
disposable incomes. 

Gambling had always 
been popular, but 

exclusive casinos and 
gentleme n's clubs 

were established 
in an attempt 

to legitimise 
the pu rsuit . 

T HE NOUVEAU R IC H 

C hildren in 
rural areas were 

somet imes treated 
to a performance 

by a travelling 
pupp eteer wi th his 

'Punch and Judy' 
show, a surviv al from 

medieval fairs. 

j C HILDR EN 'S 
, - --

EN TERTAIN MENT ..t r ~ 

/ 

~ or most people Sun day was 
the only day when they did 

not have to work, so many 
simply rested. For others, cheap 

railway transport meant that for the 
first time they could visit other 

areas. Day trips to seaside towns 
became popular, as did vi sits to 
the growing number of public 
ar t galleries an d museums. 

PASTIMES 
A GAME FO R 

GENT LEMEN 

Cricket , first played 
in the 16th century, 

grew in popularity 
and became a 
gen tlema n's 

pursuit. 
WG. Grace, 

perhaps 
the mo st 

famo us 
cr icketer of 

all time, 
lifted the 
game to 

its present 
statu s. H e 

had an active 
playing career 

of 35 years 
and on one 

occasion 
amassed the 

score of224 

§ 
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Every town could boast at least one, in many 
cases several, theatres and music halls, showing 
everyth ing fro m var iety shows to plays, ope ra 

and ballet . In the 1890s over 350 music 
halls ope ned in London alone. 

TR AD IT I ON AL SKILLS 

Traditional needlework and 
em broidery skills rema ined 
the main pastime for many 

middle and upp er class 
O F SET TL EMEN T ladies.This design has been 

used for the title page of a 
These characte rs are settling their debts at th e D erby. Gam bling chi ldren 's book on dolls' 
on sporting events has always been popular, but never more so houses, the manufact ure of 
than in Vic torian tim es. It was o ne of the rare occas ions whe n w hich becam e ext remely 

peopl e from differen t backgrounds mixed soc ially. popular in Victo rian times. 

B ESID E 

THE SEA SID E 

Although the 
benefits of sea 

bathing had been 
discovered in the 

18th cent ury, it 
was the com ing 

of th e railway 
age that m ade 
seaside excursions 

possible for 
th e masses. 



A FULL ER 

FI G U R E 

\ 
By about 1870 
bustles replaced 
crinoline. Skirts 

were draped over
 
a frame of padded
 
cushions to give
 
more fullness to
 

the back of
 
the dress.
 

I
 

,
 
FASHI O N CONSCIOUSNESS "-

FASHION
 
s is the case in all ages,
 

clear di stinctions were
 
drawn between the
 

fashions worn by
 
people from different social back
grounds. The poor invariably wore 
clothes that were practical, giving few 
concessions to fashion, while the rich could afford 
better materials and indulge themselves in more 
elaborate styles, purely for .the look, even though ~~t'1 

many were extremely uncomfortable ~-'2:\£:'4" l.P,w. ~,,· - In CH 

to wear. People from all classes tended 
to keep a sp ecial set of clothes for 
Sunday best. 

not 
tailo 
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quarter of 

worke 
manufact 

made more 
possible. 
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N arrow waists were very fashio nab le for ladies, r ight up to the end of
 
Victoria's reign .This was achieved by wearing co rsets ma de of steel,
 

wood or bone, w hich were so tightly laced that they restricted
 
breathing, causing ' on" women to h int. 

;::;222. 22/» ~,.,.z< / :> .... /?/ / 2c Z//'22/2,-/2??(~~ 14 Z2Z2::;'z?"Z2??Z?Z.:::22Z2<.'222L...,-22 2 27 , ? / / 22Z 



FASHI ON AC CE SSOR IES 

Ladies carried many fashion 
accessories, part icularly w hen 
attending social func tions. 

In additio n to j ewellery, 
they might carry a fan, 

such as the one show n here, 
complete w ith artificial 
£lower deco ratio n. H air 
styles were more elaborate, 
often incorporating wigs 
and false hair pieces. 

Gentl emen usually carr ied 
gloves and a walking cane. 

C HA NG ING f ACE 

O F FASHI O N 

The invention of the 
sewing machine did 

not make seamstresses, 
tailors and shoemakers 

redu ndant (in 1891 over a 
quarter of a million people 

worked in cloth es 
manufacture) but instead 

made more elaborate designs 
possible. Ladies' shoes in 

part icular became far mo re 
daring in their design as a 
result of mechanisation . 
Gentl em en wore spats, 

short clo th gaiters 
below their trouser 

bottoms to 
protect their 

shoes from 
mud. 

FO LLOW ERS O F FASH IO N 

Working class children 
wore cast-offs or cut

down adult clo thes, 
whil e wealthier families 
dressed their chi ldren 

very formally in min iature
 
versions of adult styles.
 

Boys and girls both
 
wore dresses until abo ut
 

five years old.
 

CO ST UM E J EW ELLERY 

M any preciou s and semi 
preci ous stones were 

imported from the east, 
par ticularly from India, 
where they were quite 

common , and used to 
dec orate items of 

fashion jewellery. 
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THE CRYSTAL PALACE 
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The Great Exhibition of 1851 was the brainchild of Prince Albert and 
was housed in the purpose-built Crystal Palace. It was a masterpiece of 

cast iron and glass, designed by Joseph Paxton, covering 26 acres and 
measuring three times the length of St. Paul's Cathedral. Incredibly, 

the building survived a move from Hyde Park to Sydenham after 
the exhibition, but sadly burned down in 1936. 

.
....., . 

eu 
ictorian art and architecture was often 

dismissed as contributing nothing new 
01 _.,. and original. While they did produce the 

_ ___ __- .. , j Gothic and Classical revivals, the development 
of graceful structures, such as bridges and canopies 
using iron, steel and glass are wholly their own. 

Literary giants like Charles Dickens, Sir Walter Scott 
and the Bronte sisters developed the novel to its full 
potential, while probably the most original group of 
English painters, the Pre-Raphaelites, emerged during 
this time when Millais, Rossetti, Hunt and other 
like-minded artists formed a school of art that 
reflected the spirit of the age. 

SPOKESMAN 

FOR THE AGE 

Charles Dickens (1812
70) was the greatest and 
most popular novelist of 

his day. His graphic 
descriptions of Victorian 
England give us a good 

idea of what life was 
really like, particularly 
for the poor. All of his 
books were serialised, 

making them available to 
all classes. 

A~CHITECTU~E 

\ 
~ 

, 
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T R AGI C GE N IUS 

The Bronte siste rs, Anne, Emily and Charlotte, all
 
wrote under male pseudonyms to improve thei r
 

chances of success. They lived in lonely isolation 
on the Yorkshire moors and died w ithin seven 

years of one ano the r, all at young ages. 

EDUCATING 

THE MASSES 

M any art galleries 
and museums 
opened in towns 
thro ugho ut 
B ri tain to 
educate the 
masses and 
introduce 
o rdinary peopl e 
to the w ider 
world of art. 



THE WATER C LOS ET 

SHOCK TA CT IC S 

As sewerage systems 
imp roved so flushable 
toilets became more 

common in rich 
ho useholds.T he poor 

usually shared a 
communal 'ea rth 
closet ' outside, 

w hich was often 
relocated as the 

cesspit ben eath it 
filled with effiuen t. 

In 1867 Joseph Lister 
developed an antiseptic 

to kill bacteria, wh ich 
incre ased the survival rate 
from surgery dramatically. 

Pr ior to that over half 
of patients died from 
shoc k, gangre ne or 

seco ndary infections. 

PO O R DIET 

.-----.- he main health 
problem facing 

Victorians, particularly 
in the towns, was that 

of overcrowding and the public 
health problems associated with it. 
The large numbers of people living 
in the densely packed slum houses 
produced a lot of waste, but there 

was no proper means to dispose of 
it. Streets became open sewers which 
led to many outbreaks of diseases 
su ch as typhoid and cholera. A series 
of Public Health Acts from 1848 on 
were passed in Parliament making it 
the responsibility of local councils 
to provide drainage and clean water 
supplies and clear away slums. 

18 = 22 2< ? n?22c7222/ ? = 

MEDICINE 

MEDIEVAL CURES 

Many children, deprived of sunlight and clean air, and fed a poor, unb alanced diet, 
develop ed rickets, a debilitating disease causing bone malfor ma tion . Fresh milk 

co ntaining plen ty of vitamin D helped reduce the incidence of the disease. 

Prior to the 
discovery in 

arou nd 1856 by 
such scientists as 

Louis Pasteur that 
disease was caused 

by microscopic 
bacteria, medical 
knowledge had 
advanced little 

since the middle 
ages. C rude 

treatments, like 
blood- letting to 
remove toxins, 

were still w idely 
prac ticed. 

§ 
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WAT ER CLOS ET 

ewerage systems 
oved so flushable 
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eholds.T he poor 
ually shared a 

unal 'earth 
oset' outside, 
ich was often 
cated as the 

pit beneath it 
with effluent . 
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O FF T O T HE WARS 

W ith so many serv icemen deployed aro und the 
Empire, many w ives were forced to bring up the 
family single - handed.This picture shows a wi fe 

saying farewell to her h usband on the eve of 
his em barka tion. 

omen from all classes were expected 
to marry young (usually about age 18) 

and to raise a family and so were not 
considered eligible for a career. Upper 

and middle class girls were usually chaperoned 
when meeting young men. If a woman had 
a child out of wedlock sh e was scorned by 
society and might become a so cial outca st, 
forced to enter a workhouse in order 
to survive. 

AR RAN GE D 

MARR IAG ES 

Few marriages 
were love 

matches, but 
we re arranged 

by paren ts who 
chose a suitable 

spouse fo r 
their children . 
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WlLD OAT S 

Young me n from weal thy families were 
often expected to gain sexual experience 

from liaisons with women of a lowe r social 
order, but marriage between peopl e from 

differen t classes was frowned up on and 
mi ght lead to disinh eri tance from the 
family estate. 

A SPINSTER 'S LI FE 

U nmarried women were regarded as the property of their 
fathers, who co uld also claim any wages they earned. Most 
parents, however, wanted to see the ir children married off, 

part icularly daughters, who might have no me ans of 
suppor t sho uld anything happen to the ir fathe rs. 

ROYAL PR OP O SA L 

According to the
 
dictates of royal
 

protocol, no man is
 
allowed to propose to a
 

queen , so Victoria had
 
to ask for Albert 's hand
 

in marr iage, un usual
 
for the day. She is seen
 

here sur ro unded by
 
her chi ldre n and
 

grandchildren .
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WOMEN & 
CHILDItEN 

ife for women and 
children in the 19th 

century was unbearably 
hard and few born to 

poverty had the opportunity 
to better themselves. Social 
reformers, like Lord Shaftesbury, 
did much to improve things 
and a se r ie s of Acts were 
passed in the 1840s reducing 
working hours to lOa day 
and improving conditions, 
but unscrupulous employers 
continued to exp loit 
their work fo rce. 

COMPULSORY ED U CATIO N 

~??Z?7'Z2?7?Z?:~~..:2Z; 2? ? ?2? 2/;;??; 2 ZZ;:--~222Z?2"2Z22Z&2 ~:Z:Z:: < ,, 2 :>;;02 2/<?o!~< 72/ 2 Z aZ2 ? ??'?Z7?'7Z.2Z?Z 

LIFE O F EASE 

W hile boys from 
wealthy families -",,".. 
were groomed 

for a profe ssion , 
girls were not 
expected to 

wo rk.T hey spen t 
mu ch of their 

time entertaining 
or making social 
calls to friends 

and neighbours. 

~ 

~ , 
~I In 1870 the governme nt passed an Edu cation Act staring 
~ that all children between the ages of 5-1 0 mu st attend school. 
J T he education was not free and many poorer families could not afford 

to send their children. Mter 189 1 schooling became free to all. 

~~ IG ~ . 
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VALUABLE ' COMMODITIES ' 

Women of all classes were 
regarded as the property of 
thei r hu sbands , as were any 

wage s they earned. U ntil 
the Property Act of 1882 all 

of a woman's property automatically 
belo nged to her husband . 

IMPR ISONED BY
 

C IR C UM ST AN C E
 

M any wo men were
 
forced to take their
 

children to prison with
 
th em if convicted of a
 

crime, rather than
 
abandon them. Pr ison
 

reforme r Elizabeth Fry 
helped to imp rove
 

the often squalid
 
conditio ns inside
 

and set up schools
 
for the childre n .
 

PR ISO N ERS IN
 

T HEI R OW N HOM ES
 ,
The years of inno cence in Victor ian childhood 
were sho rt - lived. Children were cons idered the 
proper ty of their father , who could send them 
o ut to wo rk as young as five years old and 
keep all the ir wages to help support the 
family. Childre n could be imprison ed in their 
ow n homes, a righ t husbands had even over 
their wives until 1891 . 

WOMEN ' S 

E Q UALIT Y ? 

Wom en had few 
rights in 19th
 

century Britain and
 
had to perfor m the
 

same tasks as me n at work, 
but for mu ch less pay.T hese ladies 

were photographed at an iron 
foundry in South Wales in 1865. 
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With increased poverty and unemployment at 
home, there was no shortage of volunteers to 

sign up for the many military campaigns of 
Victoria's empire- building reign; better to 

risk your life and die with honour than 
to die destitute. 

EM PIR E BU ILDIN G 

HO N OUR ABLE DI SCH AR G E 

Methods of warfare 
changed drastically during 
the 19th cen tury as new 

technology developed 
mo re efficient 

weapons, such as th is 
rapid -firing gatling 

gun of 1870. 
M echan isation had 

the effect of 
deh umanising 

warfare which , until 
then, had always 
been considered an 

honourable pursuit. 

till basking in the reflected glory 
of Waterloo, the British were 

unprepared for the harsh realities 
of the Crimean War with Russia 

(1854-56). Afterwards Britain concentrated 
it s military effor ts on either ex ten ding or 
defending the realms of the Empire, which 
cove red one quar ter o f the world's land 
m ass, the la rgest em pire ever known. 
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Since the 18th cen tury the East India Company had admin istere d Indi a, wi th help from th e 
army, supp lem en ted by Indian troops . In 1857 the native troops, sup po rt ed by man y 

Ind ian pri nces , rebelled against B ritish rul e.T he rebe llion was crushed and afterwards 
India was place d under direct rule of the British govern men t. 

DETER R ENT 

Alfred N ob el, a 
Swedish scien tist, 
invente d dynamite 
and other explosive 
substances, for use 

in civil engineering 
proj ects and as a 

deterrent to 
promo te world 

pea ce. H owever, 
m ilitary au tho rities, 
including Britain , 

used them to make 
w eapons, suc h as 

the se sea mines used 
to blow up ship s. 

~.., 
GUERR ILLA W ARFAR E 

In 1899 war broke out in 
Sou th Africa between 

D utch settlers, the 
Boers , and the British. 

A massive army 
was sent to crush 

them , but it proved 
ineffective against the 
Boers' guerrilla tactics. 

Scarcely a victo ry for the 
British, peace was eventually 

achieved in 1902. 

4-:22"' '' ( > Z ??2z 

T HE INDIAN MUTI N Y 

VALLEY OF DEAT H 

The 'Charge of the Ligh t Brigade' 
at Balaclava in the Crimea in 1854, 
was one ofBritain's worst military 

disasters. Confused orders and 
incompetent officers culminated in 
a futile charge straight towards the 
massed Russian g U llS . Nearly half 

of the 673 cavalrymen died or 
were wounded. 
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Victo rians were sensitive to moral standards; this m usic hall danc er was imp riso ned 
for th ree mon ths on the gro unds of indecency for wearing this costume in public. 

STREET C R IME 

Gangs of thieves 
roamed the 

dingy stree ts of 
Victorian towns 

at night and 
often garroted 
their vic tims . 

ith so much poverty and 
such appalling living 

conditions, many people 
turned to crime as a 

way of life. Punishments were severe, 
even for children, who might be 
imprisoned for stealing a loaf of 
bread. Prisons were SO ·overcrowded 
that 'hulks' were moored in river 

estuaries to house the overspill. Many convicts were 
sent to the co lonie s to serve out their sentences. 
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DEAT H PENALTY 

At the beginning 
of the 19th cen tury 

T ROYA L SCAPEGOAT 

Many people blamed Victoria 
herself for their hardships and 
several attempts were made on 
her life.This attempt was by an 
out-of- work Irishman in 1849. 

over 200 cr imes were 
punishable by death. 

Despite refor ms, there 
were still over 70 

crimes carryin g the 
death sentence in 

Victorian times, 
including pet ty theft 

and assault . 

WHEEL O F M ISFORTUNE 

Condit ions inside Victorian prisons were 
cramped and pri mitive.Treadmills, similar to 

the one shown here, were used as a form of 
exercise or to punish unruly prisoners. 

POLICEMAN'S LOT 

Until the reform bills 
of Sir R obert Peel 
in the 1820s, when 
a prop er civilian 
poli ce force 
was set up in 
London, many 
cri minals got 
away unp unished . 

By early Victori an 
times mo st tow ns had 
the ir ow n police force 
to apprehend villains, 
often recruited from 
the armed serv ices and 
run along similar lines. 



?Z2./ 2 ...... ,r. ,r./ ?./!? Z Z Z ,r ? ,r ??Z2,r Z , ? ? ,r;?'?;.='Z222Z<22Z0; ; ./ 2 F ...... ; _ c:· ,/ F?,/?7cr~~?,r2./2z,..r? ...( b 22::z-:= Z ? 2 ? ) ",,) 2.'4 

" 

. <.4' 
- ' i' -:. 

... 

Advance 
made it 

produl 
all man 

ever yday u' 
had to be 

ma de at gr, 

The first motor cars (inven ted 
c.1865) resembled horseless 
carriages and we re o pen to 
the elements. T hey needed 
metalled surfaces to ru n 
effec tively, w hich led to 

.... _~ 

road imp rovemen ts 
with the deve lopment 
of tarmaca damed 
su rfaces . 

ritain's scientists 
and engineers 
led the world 
with their 

array of technological 
inventions, such as the 
development of steam . 
and internal combustion 
en gin es, electricity and 
building techniques. 
Many of the familiar 
household objects today, 
such as light bulbs, 
typewriters, packaged 
food and hi-fi had their 
origins in the Victorian 
age. Britain became 
known as the 'worksh op 
of the world'. 

TItANSPOItT 
& SCIENCE 

SM ILE! 

UN DERWATER 

TACT IC S 

C am eras, first 
developed in 

th e 19th 
cen tury, were 
for the first 

time in 
history able 

to record 
events as they 

happened , 
tho ugh 

initially the y 
we re used as 

recon naissance 
aids by the 

military. 

The development 
of the submarine 
and self- pro pelled 
torpedoes in both 
Britain and France 

changed the face o f 
modern warfare. The 

one shown here, 
invented by the R ev. G.W Garret in 1880 

was launched on rails. 
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Advancem ents in technology 
made it possible to mass

produce eco no mically 
all ma nner of items for 

everyday use that previous ly 
had to be individually hand

made at great expense, such as 

S this prac tical tape m easure. 

ed 

T he Victorian age saw th e rapid 
develo pme nt of railways. For th e first time 
in histo ry fast, cheap transpor t was available 
to the masses, giving greater m obi lity to th e 
population. Between 1829 and 1900, 22,000 
mi les of track were laid in B ri tain and 
in 1863 th e world's first 
un derground railway was 
opened in Lon don. 

IT 'S GO OD 

T O TA LK 

The telephone 
was invented by 
Alexand er Graham 

Bell in 1875. 
Although gree ted 

with enthusiasm, it 
was very expenSIve 

to install and initially on ly 
available to the rich . It was 

no t possible to dial to ,
ano the r user directly./ 

Connection had to .
be th rou gh
 
an ope rator.
 
Businessmen,
 

w ho could better afford them, saw the 
po tential of telephones and ben efited eno rmo usly 

from improved comm unication links. 



SUNDAY SC HOOLS
 

m For many wo rking class ch ildren, who worked all wee k, Sunday or charity schoo ls, organised by
 
b~ 

~ the church, were the only form of education they rece ived.Apart from learn ing to read , the only 
po 

~ other subject usually taught was Bibl e studies. 
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RELI GI OU S FE RVOUR ~\, 
~A religiou s fervour and stri ct m oral upbringing swep t Victo rian society, 

parti cularly th e upper and middl e classes. For the first time since the ~1 

Refo rm ation many new churc hes were built, or me dieval ones N 

restored . At the 
beginning of 

Vict or ia's reign 
(1837) abo ut 60% 
of the population 

regularl y went 
to church on 

Sundays; tod ay 
the figure is 

less than 1%. 

T H E DESCENT O F MAN 

When Charles D arwin publi shed 'T he Origin of the 
Species' in 1859 he caused a furore by challenging the 
biblical account of the Creation, in which God 
created man in his own likeness. Accordin g to 
Darwin, man evolved gradually from an ape 

like creature over m any thousands of years. 

THE OXFORD M OVEMENT 

Evangelicalism had its origins in 
O xford.A group of like- minded me n 

felt that the An glican C hurch had 
become lax in its duties towards the 

po or and so formed a new church wi th 
a more humanitarian doctrine. 

T HE ' SALLY AR MY ' 

T he self-sty led' General' 
William Booth founded 

the Salvation Army 
in 1878. Originally a 

M ethodi st pre acher , 
he modelled his 

ch urch along
 
army lines
 
to combat
 

intemperance, 
pro stit ution and 

exploitation of 
the working 

classes. He also 
helpe d rehabilitate 

discharged 
prisoners and 

introd uced legal 
aid for the poor. 
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Jodhpurs - th ese close- fitti ng tro use rs, still use d 
when riding horses today, were first in troduced in 

Vi cto ria n tim es from Jo dhpur, in India, w here 

they for m ed pa rt of the trad it io na l dress. 
Pastcurised - the treatment known as 

past eurisation to kill germs in foo d and drink 
takes its na me fro m the French scientist Louis 

Pasteur, who di scovered the link between 

bacter ia an d di sease in 1856. 
Strike - In 1888 women working in a 

London m atch factory withdrew their 

lab o ur to ge t better working conditions. 

T h e word str ike (fro m striking a ma tch) is 

now used to descri be similar industr ial act ions . 
Victoria Cross - the highest military decoration 

fo r co nsp ic u o us bravery was first instituted by 

V ict oria herself in 1856. 
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Char - A wo rd in tro du ced in to th e En gli sh 

lan guage from th e days w he n th e B r itish Empi re 

exte nded into m uc h ofAsia . N o w a slang work 

fo r a cup of tea, it come s fro m th e c h ine se word 
fo r tea , chao 
Co-operative - The chain o f modern sto res 

kn own as co - o pe ratives (or co -ops) had 
th eir o r ig ins in Lancashire in 1844, w hen 

a group of weave rs, co - o pera ti ng with 

o ne an other, opened a grocery store that 
sha red its profits w ith their customers in 

the form of a dividend. 

Dickensian - A term originally applied to 

the ch arac te rs of C harles Dickens novels, 
but now used to describe anything of a 

p rimitive or poor q ua lity, particularly in relation 

to soc ia l co nd itio ns . 
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