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Hollow Earth

Mike Mignola had wanted to expand the world of Hellboy, and this

collection presents various efforts in that direction. The preceding story came

about after much consideration about what to do with the Bureau after Hellboy s

departure (at the end of Conqueror Worm). Artist Ryan Sook, whom Mike had

met at an Oakland, CA convention in 1995, had been the clear choice for artist.

Mike had the idea for the Hyperborean monastery and the expedition into the

hollow earth; Hellboy novelist Christopher Golden and his long-time writing

partner Tom Sniegoski took those concepts and fleshed out the story, with its

implicit connections to Nazi paranormal research. Mike contributed ideas for

the overall plot, and the end of the story shows his influence very strongly.

After a run on DCs monthly Spectre series, Ryan saw BPRD as a chance to

have a book all to himself, working with his favorite colorist, Dave Stewart.

When schedules became tight, halfway through the story, Curtis Arnold joined

the team as inker.

The series came out from January 2002 to June 2002. The following

three-page teaser ran in the newspaper-format Dark Horse Extra from December

2001 to February 2002. Lettering for the teaser was done by Dan Jackson.
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The Killer
In My Skull

Story by

Mike Mignola

Pencils by

Matt Smith

Inks by

Ryan Sook

Colors by

Dave Stewart

Letters by

Pat Brosseau

Abe Sapien
versus Science

Story by

Mike Mignola

Pencils by

Matt Smith

Inks by

Mike Mignola

Colors by

Dave Stewart

Letters by

Pat Brosseau



The Killer
In My Skull

This backup to Mike's Box Full ofEvil (1999) featured the first appearance

of Lobster Johnson, a character who became a sudden favorite among Hellboy

fans, and returned to play a significant if not mystifying part in the next big

series, Conqueror Worm. Had there been a BPRD in the thirties, Lobster

Johnson would no doubt have been a member. Ryan's work on inks here was

his first contribution to a Hellboy comic.

Abe Sapien
versus Science

The backup to the second issue of Box Full ofEvil provided more insight

into the popular fishman's character than any story to date, but mainly served to

reanimate Roger the Homunculus in time for Conqueror Worm and Hollow Earth.
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Drums of the Dead

Story by

Brian McDonald

Art by

Derek Thompson

Colors by

James Sinclair

Letters by

Pat Brosseau

Mike had been considering using artist Derek Thompson for a Hellboy-

related story. Brian McDonald, whose Harry the Cop comic had won him

recognition around the industry, had been talking to me about various projects.

When Mike and I put it together that these two guys were friends, we decided

to go ahead and do our first Hellboy comic without Hellboy. The original comic

included a Hellboy backup — the Japanese story "Heads" (thus the Hellboy

inset on the original cover, seen on the preceding page).
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BPRD: Hollow Earth provided the opportunity for a unique

collaboration between Mike and Ryan Sook. Since Ryan would

be working with characters Mike had developed over eight

years, the two decided to collaborate on new designs and the

look of the Hyperborean underworld. Excerpts from both

artists' sketchbooks are presented on the following pages.

Hyperborean weapons by Mignola.



Mike suggested basing the look of all things

Hyperborean on the sculptures and drawings of

Polish artist Stanislav Szukalski (1893-1987).
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Mignola's studies for the

underworld inhabitants.
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Mike s designs for a new BPRD flak jacket—
partly created to give Roger something to wear.

Also, Johann Kraus, the new member of the team.
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The following pages are taken from

Ryan's sketchbook for the series, which

is full of pencil studies of characters

and locations, as well as more polished

full-color work using crayon, acrylics,

colored pencils, and markers— "a little

bit of whatever's handy."
— Scott Allie

Portland, Oregon
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AND OTHERS
168-page color paperback

ISBN: 1-56971-349-9 $17.95
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144-page color paperback
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144-page color paperback
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Written by Christopher Golden

Illustrated by Mike Mignola

208-page B&W paperback
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Short-story collection
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Written by Christopher Golden
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208-page B&W paperback
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#17-118 $3.95
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EDITIONWATCH
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of authenticity
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Tin de-bossed full-color
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HELLBOY
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ALSO AVAILABLE
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Mike Mignola & Pat McEown
80-page color paperback
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From the pages of Mike Mignola's

award-winning Hellboy come the

further adventures of the Bureau for

Paranormal Research and Defense.

Beneath the treacherous South Seas

and under a ravaged monastery, Abe

Sapien and the other weird agents

of the BPRD uncover homesick

bones, mad science, and the junkyard

at the center of the earth.

$17 95 IT S

ISBN 1-56971-862-8
5 1 795>

9 '781569"718629

www.darkhorse.com


