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Foreword

his is the third edition of an indispensable guide to one of the important and enduring subject
areas of everyday life.

The celebration of special days and seasons, both religious and secular, is universal. From primitive
times onwards, special rites and festivals have marked the religious mysteries of existence — the enig-
ma of birth, life, death, and rebirth in the environment and in individual human experience. Such cel-
ebrations fulfilled a deep-seated urge in the human psyche, evoking profound emotions associated
with the changing pattern of the year, the promise of spring, the joys of summer, the harvest, the
decline of the year through fall to the rigors of winter, and the promise of a new spring. The divine
source of this mystery was to be acknowledged and propitiated so that human prosperity and fertili-
ty flourished in the struggle for existence throughout the passing of time.

In individual experience, the day of birth and also of death of oneself and members of the family and
tribe had special meaning. The achievements of gifted men and women of special talents and deeds
who guided and safeguarded tribes and nations were also celebrated in orally transmitted texts, bal-
lads, and stories, marked by special rites and festivals.

Inevitably such celebrations involved a measurement of time, so that seasonal festivals could take
place at appropriate dates in the cycle of the year. But for thousands of years, primitive and pantheis-
tic concepts of the universe inhibited the exact timing of festivals. In the natural division of time, the
solar day is the daily revolution of the earth and the alternation of light and darkness, the solar year
is the circle of seasons of the earth’s revolution around the sun. Months are the divisions resulting
from the lunar phases of the moon. But the division of time into hours, days, or months is more arbi-
trary, and it was not until early Roman times that the calendar month as such was formalized for civil
convenience; the word “calendar” itself derives from the Latin Kalendae. By 46 B.C., the time of Julius
Caesar, the Roman civil calendar had become three months out of phase with the true astronomical
year. That year was called ultimus annus confusionis, “the last year of the muddled reckoning.” The
Julian calendar reform in the first century B.C., which became the standard of Western countries, cor-
rected the discrepancy and regularized a calendar based on the solar cycle. Though far more accurate,
the Julian calendar still resulted in a discrepancy, since the “average” year of 365.25 days —requiring
the insertion of an extra leap year day once every four years—became progressively out of step with
the real solar year of 365.242199 days.

In a papal bull of February 24, 1582, Pope Gregory XIII inaugurated the Gregorian calendar, which
required the deletion of ten days from the calendar (to bring it back into phase with the astronomical
year) in October 1582, and the occasional adjustment whereby three out of every four “century” years
are not leap years (1700, 1800 and 1900 were not leap years; the year 2000 was). October 4, 1582, was
followed by October 15 in the calendar, much to the confusion of the populace. But the Gregorian cal-
endar was eventually adopted, at least for civil purposes, throughout the West and remains a world-
wide standard to this day. Meanwhile, of course, other ancient calendars, such as the Jewish and
Islamic, have continued to exist side by side with the Gregorian calendar. Holidays, Festivals, and
Celebrations of the World Dictionary includes a discussion on the history of ancient and modern calen-
dars and clarifies such complexities.
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Different religions have continued to find common ground in the concept of special days to mark the
supreme mysteries of life. Three of the great world religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam —
have all recognized a holy day of rest from the week of toil for special worship. The Sabbath of
Judaism was moved by Christians from Saturday to Sunday, while for Muslims, “the day of assem-
bly” in a mosque is Friday.

Many different religions meet in their interpretation of festival times of the year. With the rise of
Christianity in Europe, some of the old pagan festivals were retained by the new Church, although
given different religious associations. Yet behind the feasting and merrymaking of Christmas, one
might still hear dim echoes of ancient winter solstice festivals of light, the Roman Saturnalia, the
Druidic rites with mistletoe, and the strange gods of Saxon mythology.

In addition to religious festivals, the ancient Romans made a distinction between religious and secu-
lar events, and the institution of secular holidays has since proliferated in the countries of the world.
Even so, secular holidays still have their roots in the concept of some special significance of certain
days necessitating a break in the daily toil of normal life. The very word “holiday” is derived from
“holy day.”

Secular holidays excite deep emotions. We love to celebrate the birthdays of family members and
friends with greetings and gifts. So, too, we feel a strong sense of belonging to a social group or nation
observing holidays that unite us in common ties of special interest, ethnicity, or national pride.

In the past, the great festivals and holidays were kept alive by folk memory, or by the many almanacs
sold by peddlers giving the dates of fairs and other events and anniversaries, together with lunar
information, tides, eclipses, and even prophecies, spiced with quaint aphorisms and proverbs. In 1732,
Benjamin Franklin became author-editor-publisher of the Poor Richard series of almanacs that popu-
larized such pithy folk wisdom as “God helps them that help themselves” and “Necessity never made
a good bargain.” The British counterpart of Poor Richard was the Vox Stellarm of Dr. Francis Moore,
first published in 1700, descendants of which are still published annually under the title Old Moore’s
Almanack.

In nineteenth-century Britain, antiquaries published various volumes of discursive lore, listing the sig-
nificance of days of the calendar, festivals, and holidays, and their history. The best of these was the
delightful work The Book of Days: A Miscellany of Popular Antiquities in Connection with the Calendar,
Including Anecdote, Biography & History, Curiosities of Literature, and Oddities of Human Life and Character,
by Robert Chambers (two volumes, 1862-64, reissued by Omnigraphics in 1990). Such books are fas-
cinating to browse through for their out-of-the-way information and bygone lore, but although many
of the festivals and holidays discussed are still celebrated, there have been scores of newer holidays
in the U.S. and worldwide in the twentieth century.

The range of festivals and secular holidays in the various countries of the world is now vast. In mod-
ern times the proliferation of national and local events has also resulted in scores of special group
days, and even whimsical and bizarre observances, ranging from Buzzard Day in Hinckley, Ohio, to
the Rat’s Wedding Day in China.

Publication of the first edition of Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary in 1994 pro-
vided a truly comprehensive annotated reference work giving information on national and interna-
tional festivals and holidays, with descriptive entries covering religious, cultural, ethnic, historical,
popular, and sports celebrations from all over the world, with special sections on calendar systems,
and tables of state and national public holidays. In addition to a General Index of people, places, insti-
tutions, and other keywords, easy reference was facilitated by special indexes of Chronological,
Religious, and Special Subjects (including Ancient/Pagan, Calendar, Folkloric, Historical, Pro-
motional, and Sporting entries).
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The second edition in 1997 was greatly enlarged and updated by hundreds of new entries covering
state, national and legal holidays, and independence, republic, and national days for countries of the
world. There were also special sections of biographical information, annotated bibliographies, and
other valuable additions.

Now the present third edition is even further enlarged and updated. There are more than 400 new
entries, an expanded section on calendar systems, and a perpetual calendar, together with a combin-
ing of the Ethnic and Geographic, Religious Groups, Subject, and General (Alphabetical and Key-
word) indexes, while retaining the existing index access. There is also the newer technical information
on web sites, e-mail addresses, and other contacts.

This is a key reference work for general and professional use, for schools and public libraries, but it is
also a multi-purpose dictionary. Ministers of different denominations will find it valuable for its broad
coverage of the festivals of Christianity and those of other world religions. Business people planning
promotional journeys will find its information of special value when visiting foreign countries and
different states in the U.S. Politicians and other dignitaries will find it useful in marking the local and
national importance of given days. Schoolchildren can learn about the meaning of individual holidays
and the observances of different religions and ethnic groups as well as the popular fun festivals of var-
ious states and countries.

All kinds of travelers will value the listings of public holidays in the U.S. and other countries, and it
will also add special interest to the planning of personal vacations at home and abroad. In addition to
the often spectacular festivals of the world, there are now scores of lighthearted or tongue-in-cheek
popular holiday events, such as the Great American Duck Race in Deming, New Mexico, or the Garlic
Festival in Gilroy, California. From state to state and country to country there are humorous, quaint,
and diverting events which have become great tourist attractions. Journalists will find this an invalu-
able desk book for news stories on the significance of days.

The wide range of international coverage reflects the history and cultural identity of many countries.
This has special significance for the U.S., which has always been a melting pot of nationalities, each
with their own traditions and customs. Side by side with the memory of such ethnic and cultural iden-
tity goes the assimilation of specifically American history and culture. In turn, this helps to bring har-
mony and understanding in the host community and towards other countries and peoples of the
world, enhancing pride and pleasure in honouring the great events of world history and culture, the
men and women who brought them about, and sharing the excitement and happiness of festival days.

Leslie Shepard
Dublin, Ireland
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Introduction

his revised and expanded third edition of Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World

Dictionary (HFCWD) contains up-to-date information about nearly 2,500 holidays, festivals,
celebrations, commemorations, holy days, feasts and fasts, and other observances from all parts of
the world, and includes more than 400 new entries. Entries include events for which people come
together for a day or periods of up to a few days or (rarely) weeks for special activities, celebra-
tions, commemorations, or rituals. These events have a story to tell, in that each is significant,
unusual, or somehow remarkable. Holidays and festivals for more than 100 countries, as well as
events specifically observed in every state of the United States, are included.

The entries cover holidays and festivals that are popular, secular, religious, or a combination there-
of. The great bulk of entries cover events still celebrated or observed, but a few ancient and dis-
continued events are included because allusions to them still appear in literature or art, or occur
in discourse.

Birth or death anniversaries of famous individuals generally are not included, nor are simple
anniversaries of historical events. But those few such events that are regularly observed with sig-
nificant celebrations or special activities, or that have particular cultural significance, such as
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday or Anzac Day, are included.

Most entries in HFCWD have national or wide regional significance, but some local events that are
offbeat, colorful, distinctive, or bizarre, such as the Gilroy Garlic Festival and the Conch Republic
Independence Celebration, have also been included. Entries for well-known days of religious sig-
nificance, such as Christmas, Rosh Hashanah, and Ramadan, contain information seldom found
in other current reference sources.

Audience

HFCWD is intended for elementary, middle, and high schools, colleges and public libraries, as well
as churches, synagogues, mosques, community affairs groups, and others interested in learning
about festive events.

Organization

Main Entries and Alternate Forms

The book is arranged alphabetically by name of holiday. Main entries appear in boldface. All main
entries are numbered, and these numbers are used in the indexes. Well-known alternate names of
the main entry appear in parentheses immediately after the main entry, e.g.,, Hanukkah
(Chanukah). Well-known alternate forms also appear as cross-references in their proper alphabet-
ical position. Less common alternate forms appear in boldface within the text of the entry, and
cross-references to other entries appear in SMALL CAPITAL letters.
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Order of Main Entries

Since people looking for information on a given subject may not know its official title, main entries
have been written with the key words first. Thus, words such as birthday, death of, feast, festa, festi-
val, féte, fiesta, national, and international have normally been transposed to the end of the main
entry, e.g.: Bab, Birth of the; Bastille, Festival de la; Old-Time Fiddlers” Contest, National, etc.

Spelling and Forms Used for Main Entries

HFCWD deals with events that relate to many cultures, the original names of which involve a
number of alphabets and non-Roman writing systems. As much as possible, spellings and forms
for main entries were standardized for ease of access. The following were used as guides on
spelling standardization:

¢ For Hindu and Islamic calendars and events: The Encyclopedia of Religion, Mircea Eliade, ed.,
Macmillan, 1987.

* For Jewish calendar and events: The Jewish Holidays: A Guide and Commentary, Michael Strassfeld,
Harper & Row, 1985, as well as The Encyclopedia of Religion by Eliade.

¢ For Asian and African holidays and events no single standard was used. The form used is that
appearing most often in the sources consulted. For many Hindu, Islamic, and Asian terms, dia-
criticals unfamiliar to the non-specialist were omitted.

® General sources consulted were Encyclopedia Britannica (15th edition, 1995), Columbia Encyclopedia
(fifth edition, 1993), Merriam-Webster’s Biographical Dictionary (1995), and Merriam-Webster’s Geo-
graphical Dictionary (third edition, 1997).

Dates

On the line below the main entry, the date of celebration or observance is given in italics. For those
entries whose date is based on a lunar calendar, we have shown the approximate date in the
Gregorian calendar followed by the lunar date. The exception is for events based on the strictly
lunar Islamic calendar, where only the Islamic month and day are given. See the section on
Calendar Systems around the World for a detailed explanation of the Islamic calendar.

Religious Holidays

For the most part, entries for religious holidays are spelled and described in terms of the major reli-
gion that observes them. If only some followers of a major religion observe a holiday, or if differ-
ent branches or sects commemorate something different (or nothing at all) on a given holiday, the
entry specifies the practice of the particular group. St. John the Baptist’s Day, for instance, is rec-
ognized by most Christians, and so is described (and indexed) as “Christian,” despite the fact that
some Christians do not venerate saints. The holy day of Ashura is observed quite differently by
Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims, and so both practices are described.

Christian Denominations

For Christianity, references to the West or Western Church generally include the Roman Catholic
Church, the branches of the Anglican Communion, and major Protestant denominations.
References to the East or Eastern Church include Orthodox Christians, such as Greek and Russian
Orthodox; “separated” churches, such as the Nestorian Church, the Syrian churches, the Coptic
Orthodox Church in Egypt, the Armenian Orthodox Church, and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church;
and the Uniate churches, or Eastern Catholics, including the Malabar Church in India and the
Melchite and Maronite churches.
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New Entries

More than 400 new entries have been added to this edition. They include independence days,
national days, republic days, and liberation days around the world, as well as holidays in some of
the new countries that were part of the former U.S.5.R. More religious holidays appear in this edi-
tion— particularly Muslim, Sikh, Jain, and Zoroastrian holy days—as do more celebrations of
such Native North Americans as the Arapaho, Cree, Wampanoag, and other peoples. There are
dozens of new entries on holidays and festivals in many countries, such as Ghana, Greenland,
Madagascar, Mongolia, Panama, Honduras, and more, including the newest country in the world,
East Timor. Coverage of festivals in the United States has been expanded as well, ranging from
those celebrating American civic spirit (such as the Conch Republic Independence Celebration in
Florida) to the whimsical (Burning of the Socks in Maryland), the nostalgic (Mayberry Days in
Mount Airy, North Carolina), and the solemn (Bridge Crossing Jubilee in Alabama).

New Entry Features

Sources

Abbreviated reference source titles are provided for entries as applicable, followed by the relevant
page number(s) where one can find information in that source. A key to the abbreviations appears
on the inside front and back covers of the book. For a complete bibliographic listing of all sources
used, see the bibliography in the Appendices.

Contact Information

Names, addresses, phone and fax numbers, and web site and e-mail addresses (when applicable
and available) have been added to entries on contemporary public festivals and other events. In
some cases, the organization(s) listed are actual sponsors. In others, an embassy or tourist office is
given; such agencies are not necessarily responsible for the event, but they are provided as likely
sources of information about the event. In a few cases, entries discuss events in several locations,
but we have maintained a limit of no more than three contacts per entry are given. Generally
excluded are such religious or contemplative holidays as Easter, Hanukkah, Karwachoth, and
Laylat al-Miraj — for which the obvious contact would be a local church, synagogue, temple, or
mosque, although in some cases, web sites of churches and religious organizations do provide
additional information—as well as holidays that tend to be private or domestic observances, such
as Mother’s Day and April Fools’ Day. More general contact information is provided in Appendix
5, Domestic Tourism Information Sources and Appendix 6, International Tourism Information Sources.

Web Sites

This new third edition of HFCWD opens up the world, bringing users an e-mail address or web
site from locales as far-flung as China’s Yunnan Province. We now provide web sites and email
addresses for many tourist boards, embassies, chambers of commerce, etc.; the largest of these are
also listed in Appendices 5 and 6. Contact information for many festivals is now much more local-
ized, with web sites leading directly to an event’s organizing body or the government or tourist
office of the town, county, or province where the event takes place.

All but a handful of the more than 1,200 web sites listed are in English or have English-language
versions. The exceptions are included because photographs posted on the sites are important
regardless of language. Many international sites listed in HFCWD entries will initially come up in
the native language, but will provide either a button with the word “English” on it or a button with
a picture of the American or British flag for an English-language version of the site.
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Generally, web sites selected for inclusion were: a) the official web site of a festival, b) sponsored by a
religious organization and contained information about a religious holiday, or ¢) sponsored by a local
tourist board or government office that contained information about an event. The exceptions to these
rules include web sites hosted by notable international organizations such as the United Nations, aca-
demic web sites, museums, libraries, institutions, and foundations, media outlets (such as the Public
Broadcasting Service, and magazine or newspaper articles online), and various cultural, ethnic, civic,
historical, and other miscellaneous centers and societies with pertinent information.

In some cases, a web site listed for an entry belongs to an organization other than, or in addition
to, the one for whom contact information is given; in these cases, the sponsor of the web site is
identified in parentheses following the URL.

The Internet is an ever changing entity, and even the most stable and authoritative bodies occa-
sionally revamp their web sites, dropping some pages while adding others or completely reorga-
nizing their content. We have made every effort to provide the most current web site references,
all of which were verified in June 2004.

Special Features New to This Edition

As well as more than 400 new entries, we have also expanded coverage of world calendar systems
and updated seven appendices and three indexes.

Appendices

1. Admission Days and Facts about the States and Territories

This section lists for each of the fifty states and territories (if applicable): the date and order of
admission to the Union; information about current or past admission day observances; state
nicknames, mottoes, animals, flowers, and other symbols; reference sources noting the admis-
sion day; and offices to contact for further information, including web sites and e-mail address-
es. This last item includes governors’ offices, secretaries of state, and state libraries.

2. United States Presidents

This section lists all U.S. presidents in the order in which they held office, their birth dates and
places, spouses, death dates and places, burial sites, political parties, nicknames, career high-
lights, and notable landmarks commemorating them, along with contact information and web
sites, when available.

3. Legal Holidays by State

Lists legal holidays in each of the fifty states and American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana
Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, in alphabetical order by state or territory.

4. Legal Holidays by Country
Lists legal holidays in more than 100 countries around the world in alphabetical order by country.

5. Domestic Tourist Information Sources

In alphabetical order by state, this section provides mailing addresses, phone and fax numbers,
and web sites and e-mail addresses for state tourism and travel bureaus and, for major cities and
metropolitan areas within the state, convention and visitors bureaus and chambers of commerce.

6. International Tourist Information Sources

In alphabetical order by country, this section provides addresses, phone and fax numbers, and web
sites and e-mail addresses for national tourism offices and embassies or consulate offices within
the U.S. or abroad.
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7. Bibliography
The annotated bibliography includes sources cited or consulted in HFCWD, as well as other
sources for further reading. Sources are listed under the following categories: Reference and Other
Background Works on Holidays (including Calendars and Time-Reckoning Systems; Festival
Organization; Philosophy, Theory and Analysis of Festivity; and Teaching Aids); Holidays of Major
Religious Traditions; Holidays of Ethnic Groups and Geographic Regions; Individual Holidays;
and Journals.

Indexes

Several indexes provide reference to entries (as appropriate) for each of the following categories.
In all indexes in this edition, references to entries are given by entry numbers, not page numbers.

¢ Chronological Index
Fixed Days and Events— Indexes events that are celebrated on a specific date.

Movable Days— Indexes events whose date of celebration is not fixed, particularly those that are
observed according to non-Gregorian calendars and those that depend on the date of Easter.

* Special Subject Indexes
Ancient/{Pagan —Indexes events rooted in ancient times.
Calendar —Indexes events that deal specifically with the calendar.
Folkloric—Indexes events rooted in folklore and tradition.
Historic—Indexes commemorations of specific events in history.
Promotional —Indexes festivals that promote something, such as a location or activity.
Sporting—Indexes events that are based on or revolve around sports, games, etc.

Some events may be categorized in more than one of the above special subjects. For instance, St.
Patrick’s Day is listed under the Historic Index, because it commemorates a historical person, and
the Folkloric Index, for all the folk legends and traditions associated with St. Patrick and his feast
day.

¢ General Index

This third edition combines four indexes from the second edition. The new combined General
Index lists names of festivals and holidays by keyword, religious groups, ethnic groups, geo-
graphic locations, names of individuals, institutions, and other items of significance appearing
within the text of the entries. For example, foods, animals, music, customs, and activities closely
associated with an event are indexed—both those that are the subject of an observance and those
that play significant roles in observances. We have identified celebratory elements common to var-
ious cultures, such as burning (effigies, mock, rituals), courtship (ceremonies and festivals, customs
and lore), and planting and weather lore, and these celebrations are indexed accordingly.
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Words Relating to Periods of Time

A descriptive listing of words relating to periods of time is included below. Many of the words are
adjectives in form, but also are commonly used as nouns, e.g., the bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution.
All terms are defined in two separate lists: first by number referred to, then alphabetically.

Listed by Number
diurnal, per diem, quotidian trimonthly
daily; of a day 1. every three months
nocturnal 2. three times a month
nightly, of a night biquarterly
nichthemeron twice every three months
a period of 24 hours biannual
semidiurnal twice a year (not necessarily at equally
twice a day spaced intervals)
hebdomadal triannual
weekly; a period of seven days three times a year
semiweekly semiannual, semiyearly, semestral
twice a week every half year or six-month period
biweekly annual, solennial, quotennial, per annum

1. every two weeks
2. twice a week
fortnightly
once every two weeks
triweekly
1. every three weeks
2. three times a week
novendial
a period of nine days
monthly, tricenary
1. relating to a period of one month
2. thirty days
bimonthly
1. every two months
2. twice a month
semimonthly
twice a month
bimester
relating to a period of two months
trimester
relating to a period of three months

yearly; once a year
biennial, biennium, biyearly, diennial

relating to a period of two years
triennial, triennium

relating to a period of three years
quadrennial, quadrennium, quadriennial

relating to a period of four years
quinquennial, quintennial, quinquennium

relating to a period of five years
sexennial, sextennial

relating to a period of six years
septenary, septennial, septennium

relating to a period of seven years
octennial

relating to a period of eight years
novennial

relating to a period of nine years
decennary, decennial, decennium

relating to a period of 10 years
undecennial

relating to a period of 11 years
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duodecennial

relating to a period of 12 years
quindecennial

relating to a period of 15 years
septendecennial

relating to a period of 17 years
vicennial, vigintennial

relating to a period of 20 years
tricennial, trigintennial

relating to a period of 30 years
quinquagenary, semicentennial, semicentenary

relating to a period of 50 years
centenary, centennial, centennium, centurial

relating to a period of 100 years
quasquicentennial

relating to a period of 125 years
sesquicentenary, sesquicentennial

relating to a period of 150 years
bicentenary, bicentennial, bicentennium

relating to a period of 200 years
tercentenary, tricentennial, tercentennial

relating to a period of 300 years
quadricentennial, quatercentennial

relating to a period of 400 years
quincentenary, quincentennial

relating to a period of 500 years
sexcentenary

relating to a period of 600 years
septicentennial

relating to a period of 700 years
antemillennial, premillennial

relating to the period before the millennium
millennial, millennium

relating to a period of 1000 years;

10 centuries
postmillennial

relating to the period after the millennium
sesquimillennium

relating to a period of 1500 years;

15 centuries
bimillenary, bimillennial, bimillennium

relating to a period of 2000 years;

20 centuries
perennial

occurring year after year
plurennial

lasting for many years
aeonial

everlasting

Listed Alphabetically

aeonial

everlasting
annual

yearly; once a year
antemillennial

relating to the period before the millennium
biannual

twice a year (not necessarily at equally

spaced intervals)
bicentenary, bicentennial, bicentennium

relating to a period of 200 years
biennial, biennium

relating to a period of two years
bimester

relating to a period of two months
bimillenary, bimillennial, bimillennium

relating to a period of 2000 years; 20 centuries
bimonthly

1. every two months

2. twice a month
biquarterly

twice every three months
biweekly

1. every two weeks

2. twice a week
biyearly

relating to a period of two years
centenary, centennial, centennium, centurial

relating to a period of 100 years
decennary, decennial, decennium

relating to a period of 10 years
diennial

relating to a period of two years
diurnal

daily; of a day
duodecennial

relating to a period of 12 years
fortnightly

once every two weeks
hebdomadal

weekly; a period of seven days
millennial, millennium

relating to a period of 1000 years; 10 centuries
monthly

1. relating to a period of one month

2. thirty days
nichthemeron

a period of 24 hours
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nocturnal

nightly, of a night
novendial

a period of nine days
novennial

relating to a period of nine years
octennial

relating to a period of eight years
per annum

yearly; once a year
per diem

daily; of a day
perennial

occurring year after year
plurennial

lasting for many years
postmillennial

relating to the period after the millennium

premillennial

relating to the period before the millennium

quadrennial, quadrennium, quadriennial

relating to a period of four years
quadricentennial

relating to a period of 400 years
quasquicentennial

relating to a period of 125 years
quatercentennial

relating to a period of 400 years
quincentenary, quincentennial

relating to a period of 500 years
quindecennial

relating to a period of 15 years
quinquagenary

relating to a period of 50 years
quinquennial, quinquennium, quintennial

relating to a period of five years
quotennial

yearly; once a year
quotidian

daily; of a day
semestral, semiannual

every half year or six-month period
semicentenary, semicentennial

relating to a period of 50 years
semidiurnal

twice a day
semimonthly

twice a month
semiweekly

twice a week

semiyearly

every half year or six-month period
septenary

relating to a period of seven years
septendecennial

relating to a period of 17 years
septennial, septennium

relating to a period of seven years
septicentennial

relating to a period of 700 years
sesquicentenary, sesquicentennial

relating to a period of 150 years
sesquimillennium

relating to a period of 1500 years; 15 centuries

sexcentenary

relating to a period of 600 years
sexennial, sextennial

relating to a period of six years
solennial

yearly; once a year
tercentenary, tercentennial

relating to a period of 300 years
triannual

three times a year
tricenary

1. relating to a period of one month

2. thirty days
tricennial

relating to a period of 30 years
tricentennial

relating to a period of 300 years
triennial, triennium

relating to a period of three years
trigintennial

relating to a period of 30 years
trimester

relating to a period of three months
trimonthly

1. every three months

2. three times a month
triweekly

1. every three weeks

2. three times a week
undecennial

relating to a period of 11 years
vicennial, vigintennial

relating to a period of 20 years
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Calendar Systems around the World:
Julian, Gregorian, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu,
Buddhist, Chinese, Mayan and Aztec,
Baha’i, and Zoroastrian

A calendar is a means of reckoning time through the application of divisions—days, weeks,
months, and years. Some of these divisions, such as months, originate in observations of phenom-
ena in nature. Others, such as weeks, are quite arbitrary. In primitive times, people reckoned by
cycles of the moon (months), but when a more convenient, shorter period was needed days were
grouped, e.g., intervals between market days probably led to the use of the seven-day week. The
originally Jewish seven-day week became a standard throughout Western civilization starting
from the third century B.C.

The Day

The day is a fairly natural division, despite the variation in the length of sunlight through the year.
The Babylonians introduced divisions of the day into twenty-four hours, but the length of hours
varied through the year. Only with the development of accurate clocks, the demand for which was
a byproduct of the interest in maritime navigation that came with the Renaissance, was the day
given scientific regularity.

The Month

A lunar month, the period of a complete cycle of the phases of the moon, lasts approximately 29.5
days, is easy for all to recognize, short enough to be counted without using large numbers, match-
es closely with the female menstrual cycle and, given its relation to the tidal cycle, with the dura-
tion of cyclic behavior in some marine animals. Its simplicity and minimal ease of observation (if
one discounts cloudy skies) led to its great significance, and it was widely used as the basis for cal-
endars in many cultures. The length of each month varied according to the culture, e.g., the
Babylonians alternated between twenty-nine- and thirty-day months, the Egyptians fixed them at
thirty days, etc.

The Seasons

But the problem inherent in the use of a lunar calendar is that the cycles of the sun, not the moon,
determine the seasons, the predictability of which is essential to the success of agriculture. The sea-
sons could be determined by solar observation, either by measuring the cycle of the midday shad-
ow cast by a stick placed vertically in the ground, or by sophisticated astronomical calculations.
Either system resulted in a solar year of approximately 365 days, incompatible with the twelve
29.5-day lunar months that resulted in a 354-day year.
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Civilizations attempted to reconcile lunar months with the solar year in varied ways. The most
influential ancient effort was that of the Egyptian astronomers, working from precise mathemati-
cal observations and borrowing from Babylonian astronomy, who drew up the Roman calendar
that Julius Caesar introduced.

Julian Calendar

Julius Caesar ordered the change of the reformed Roman lunar calendar to a solar-based one in 46 B.C.
The intercalation of ninety days corrected a discrepancy that had been growing between the seasons
and the months in which they had traditionally fallen. Prior to this intercalation, the Roman civic year
had come to be about three months “ahead” of the seasons, so spring began in June. The year 46 B.C.
was assigned 445 days to make the adjustment; it was called ultimus annus confusionis, “the last year
of the muddled reckoning.” The new calendar, based on the Egyptian solar calendar, provided for a
year of 365 days with an additional day in February every fourth year. The addition of this leap year
and day gives the Julian year an average length of 365.25 days—very close to the actual solar cycle.
The Julian calendar (O.S., or Old Style) remained in civic use in the West for more than 1,600 years, is
still the basis of the “Old Calendarist” Orthodox Christian liturgical calendar, and is used by all
Orthodox Christian churches to determine the date of Easter.

Gregorian Calendar

By the late sixteenth century, the difference between the Julian calendar and the seasons had
grown to ten days because the Julian year, averaging 365.25 days, was slightly longer than the
actual length of a solar year, which, by modern calculation, is known to be 365.242199 days long.
Fixed holy days began to occur in the “wrong” season, both for the church and for farmers, who
used certain holy days to determine planting and harvesting. Pope Gregory XIII ordered the
reform that deleted ten days from the year 1582; in that year, October 15 was the day after October
5. This change, coupled with the elimination of leap days in “century” years unless evenly divis-
ible by 400 (e.g., 1600, 2000), corrected the calendar so that today only occasional “leap seconds”
are needed to keep months and seasons synchronized. At first adopted only in Roman Catholic
countries, the Gregorian calendar (N.S., or New Style) gradually came to be accepted throughout
the West, and today has become the calendar used by most of the world, at least for business and
government.

Jewish Calendar

In 358, Hillel II introduced a permanent calendar based on mathematical and astronomical calcu-
lations, eliminating the need for eyewitness sightings of the new moon with which the new month
begins. Due to doubts as to when the new moon appeared, biblical law stated that those living out-
side of Israel would observe two days rather than one for each festival, except for Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement. The Talmud required that this custom continue even after the calendar was for-
mulated. The Jewish era begins with the date of Creation, traditionally set in 3761 B.C.

Only slight modifications were made to Hillel’s calendar, and it has remained unchanged since the
tenth century. A day is reckoned from sundown to sundown, a week contains seven days, a month
is either twenty-nine or thirty days long, and a year has twelve lunar months plus about eleven
days, or 353, 354, or 355 days. To reconcile the calendar with the annual solar cycle, a thirteenth
month of thirty days is intercalated in the third, sixth, eighth, eleventh, fourteenth, seventeenth,
and nineteenth years of a nineteen-year cycle; a leap year may contain from 383 to 385 days. The
civil calendar begins with the month of Tishri, the first day of which is Rosh Hashanah, the New
Year. The cycle of the religious calendar begins on Nisan 15, Passover (Pesach).
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The names of the months of the Jewish calendar were borrowed from the Babylonians. The pre-
exilic books of the Bible usually refer to the months according to their numerical order, beginning
with Tishri, but there are four months mentioned with different names: Nisan/Abib, Iyyar/Ziv,
Tishri/Ethanim, and Heshvan/Bul:

Nisan: mid-March to mid-April

Iyyar: mid-April to mid-May

Sivan: mid-May to mid-June

Tammuz: mid-June to mid-July

Av: mid-July to mid-August

Elul: mid-August to mid-September
Tishri: mid-September to mid-October
Heshvan: mid-October to mid-November
Kislev: mid-November to mid-December
Tevet: mid-December to mid-January
Shevat: mid-January to mid-February
Adar: mid-February to mid-March

The intercalary month of Adar Il is inserted before Adar as needed.

Islamic Calendar

The Islamic calendar, called hijri or Hegirian, is still strictly lunar-based. Moreover, the actual
beginning of a month depends on the sighting of the new moon. Traditionally, if the sky is over-
cast and the new moon is not visible, the previous month runs another thirty days before the new
month begins. However, the practical beginning of a month is according to astronomical calcula-
tions of lunar cycles. The Islamic era begins July 16, 622, the date of the hegira or flight into exile
of the Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to Medina.

There are twelve Islamic lunar months, some of twenty-nine, others of thirty days; these yield 354
days in the Islamic year. The fixed holidays set in the Islamic calendar thus move “backward”
about ten days each year in relation to the Gregorian calendar. In roughly thirty-six years,
Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting, moves back through the entire solar year. The Islamic
day runs from sundown to sundown.

Other calendars were developed in Islamic countries for the sake of agriculture, which depends on
a solar calendar. The Coptic calendar, a variation of the Julian, was used until recently, but is now
limited primarily to use in Egypt and the Sudan, countries with large Coptic populations. The
Turkish fiscal calendar, also Julian-based, was used in the Ottoman Empire. Nowadays, the
Gregorian calendar is followed nearly everywhere for civic purposes, and the Islamic calendar
determines only the days of religious observance. Saudi Arabia is one exception, and, at least offi-
cially, uses the Islamic calendar as the calendar of reference.

The names of the Islamic months are an ancient reflection of the seasons of the solar year:
Muharram: the sacred month
Safar: the month which is void
Rabi al-Awwal: the first spring
Rabi ath-Thani: the second spring
Jumada-1-Ula: the first month of dryness
Jumada-th-Thaniyyah: the second month of dryness
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Rajab: the revered month

Shaban: the month of division
Ramadan: the month of great heat
Shawwal: the month of hunting

Dhu al-Qadah: the month of rest

Dhu al-Hijjah: the month of pilgrimage

Hindu Calendar

Although each geographical region of India has had its own calendar, all are based on an ancient
calendar, the earliest time measurement system in India, found in texts thought to date from as
early as 1000 B.c. Of the multitudinous regional Hindu calendars, used only for religious holidays,
the majority divide an approximate solar year of 360 days into twelve months. Each day is 1/30th
of a month, with the intercalation of a leap month every sixty months. Time measurements based
on observations of the constellations are used along with the calendar. Each month is divided into
two fortnights: krsna (waning or dark half) and sukla (waxing or bright half). In southern India, the
month begins with the new moon. In other parts of the country, the full moon is considered to be
the beginning of the month. Many references to the Hindu calendar (depending on the source) are
given as follows: month, fortnight (either S=waxing or K=waning), and number of the day in that
fortnight, e.g., Rama Navami: Caitra S. 9.

The names of the Hindu months (with variant spellings) are given below, with the Burmese name
for the month in brackets:

Caitra or Chaitra [Tagu]: March-April

Vaisakha [Kasone]: April-May

Jyeshta or Jyaistha [Nayhonel]: May-June

Ashadha or Asadha [Waso]: June-July

Sravana [Wagaung]: July-August

Bhadrapada [Tawthalin]: August-September

Asvina [Thadingyut]: September-October

Kartika or Karttika [Tazaungmone]: October-November

Margasirsa or Margashirsha [Nadaw]: November-December

Pausa or Pausha [Pyatho]: December-January

Magha [Tabodweil: January-February

Phalguna [Tabaung]: February-March

Buddhist Calendar

The Buddhist calendar originated in India and varies among different geographic locations, as
does the Hindu calendar, with which it shares many common elements. The method for deter-
mining the date of the new year is not uniform among Buddhist sects. Theravada Buddhists (those
primarily in Sri Lanka, Laos, Burma/Myanmar, Thailand, and Cambodia), using a Hindu calen-
dar as their basis, calculate the months by the moon and the new year by the sun’s position in rela-
tion to the twelve segments of the heavens, each named for a sign of the zodiac. The solar new year
begins when the sun enters Aries, usually between April 13th and 18th. The lunar months alter-
nate between twenty-nine and thirty days in length. The first lunar month is usually sometime in
December, except for the Burmese Buddhist calendar, which begins in April (see Hindu Calendar
above for Burmese names). Periodically, the seventh month has an intercalary day, and an inter-
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calary month is added every few years. Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand refer to the months by
number. Tibetan Buddhists, whose calendar has been heavily influenced by the Chinese calendar,
begin their new year at the full moon nearest to the midpoint of Aquarius. Mahayana Buddhists
(those primarily in Tibet, Mongolia, China, Korea, and Japan) base their holidays on Buddhist,
Chinese, or Gregorian calendars.

Chinese Calendar

The Chinese calendar, widely used in Asian countries, is based on the oldest system of time mea-
surement still in use, with its epoch believed to be 2953 B.C. Part of the reason that the Chinese cal-
endar has survived intact for so long is that, until the middle of the twentieth century, the docu-
ment was considered sacred. Any changes to the calendar were tightly controlled by imperial
authorities, and the penalty for illegally tampering with the time-keeping system was death. Until
the rise of Communism in China during the twentieth century, the official calendar was presented
to the emperor, governors, and other dignitaries in an annual ceremony. Since 1912 the Gregorian
calendar has been in use for civic purposes.

The Chinese New Year takes place on the new moon nearest to the point which is defined in the
West as the fifteenth degree of the zodiacal sign of Aquarius. Each of twelve months in the Chinese
year is twenty-nine or thirty days long and is divided into two parts, each of which is two weeks
long. The Chinese calendar, like all lunisolar systems, requires periodic adjustment to keep the
lunar and solar cycles integrated, therefore an intercalary month is added when necessary.

The names of each of the twenty-four two-week periods sometimes correspond to festivals which
occur during the period. Beginning with the New Year, which takes place in late January or early
February, these periods are known by the following names: Spring Begins (New Year), the Rain
Water, the Excited Insects, the Vernal Equinox, the Clear and Bright, the Grain Rains, the Summer
Begins, the Grain Fills, the Grain in Ear, the Summer Solstice, the Slight Heat, the Great Heat, the
Autumn Begins, the Limit of Heat, the White Dew, the Autumnal Equinox, the Cold Dew, the Hoar
Frost Descends, the Winter Begins, the Little Snow, the Heavy Snow, the Winter Solstice, the Little
Cold, and the Great Cold.

Mayan and Aztec Calendars

The Mayan and Aztec civilizations both used what is commonly referred to as the Mesoamerican
calendar. This ancient calendar may have derived from the Olmec civilization, which thrived
between 1300 and 400 B.C. in what is now southeastern Mexico, along the Gulf. The Mesoamerican
calendrical system probably originated between 1000-900 B.C. and employed not just one calendar,
but a system of two interconnecting calendars: a 260-day calendar and a 365-day calendar. These
two calendars ran alongside each other. Every 52 years, a named day from the 260-day calendar
would be the same as a named day from the 365-day calendar (there are 18,980 days in 52 years,
and 18,980 is the least common multiple of both 365 and 260). This 52-year cycle was observed by
both the Mayans and the Aztecs.

Mayan civilization, in what is now southeastern Mexico, Belize, and portions of Guatemala and
Honduras, flourished between about 300-900 A.D., a period known as the Classical Mayan era. The
Mayans used the 260-day calendar —known as the tzolkin — for sacred purposes, and the 365-day
solar-based calendar—called the haab—for agricultural purposes. The Mayan calendar system
employed glyphs, small pictorial inscriptions, to represent such time periods as a day, a month,
and a year, as well as to represent specific months of the year and specific days in the months. Each
day was named for a god who was thought to be manifest as that day. The days’ numbers were
written using a combination of dots and bars. The 260-day Mayan calendar was divided into 13
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months of 20 named days. The 365-day calendar was divided into 18 months of 20 named days
plus a brief month of five days, called Uayeb, or “ominous days.” The 52-year Mayan cycle is
known as the Calendar Round. The 260-day system is thought to be the only one of its kind in the
world. Scholars are not certain what the significance of 260 is, though some have noted that the
average duration of human pregnancy is approximately 260 days long. In addition, the Mayans
had a highly developed knowledge of astronomy, and 260 was a number significant in calculating
the appearance of Venus — the planet identified with the Mayan god Kukulcan, known as Quetzal-
coatl to the Toltec people, who flourished in Mesoamerica (and dominated the Mayans) from the
10th century to the middle of the 12th century.

Mayans also developed the Long Count, an extensive system of time-reckoning which attempted
to encompass the time of the world from its creation to its end. The Mayans are thought to have
developed the Long Count between 400 B.C. and 100 A.D. From this system, they dated the current
creation to have occurred in 3114 B.C. (or 3113 B.C., by some contemporary calculations). This Long
Count, according to some scholars, will end in December 2011 (or 2012).

The Aztecs (they called themselves Mexica) were dominant in Mesoamerica after the Toltec empire
collapsed, from the early 1300s up until the Spanish began colonization in the early 1600s. Like the
Mayans, the Aztecs used the 260-day calendar divided into 13 months of 20 days; they called it
tonalpohualli, or “count of day.” Their 365-day calendar also consisted of 18 months of 20 days plus
a period of five days, which the Aztecs believed to be unlucky. The Aztecs also named their days
after deities, but, unlike the Mayan system, Aztec numerical notation consisted only of dots.
Aztecs probably did not use a Long Count. At the end of their 52-year cycle—which they called
xiuhmolpilli, or “year bundle” — the Aztecs celebrated the new beginning with a great renewal cer-
emony (see NEW FIRE CEREMONY).

Today, the 365-day civil calendar predominates throughout the region, though some contemporary
Mayans also continue to use the 260-day calendar to observe sacred festivals.

Baha’i Calendar

The Baha'i calendar, called the Badi (meaning “wondrous”), is made up of nineteen months, each
with nineteen days. Four intercalary days—called Ayyam-I-HA, the Days of Ha— occur after the
eighteenth month in regular years, while five are inserted in leap years. Nineteen multiplied by
nineteen equals 361, plus four intercalary days equals 365. But the number nineteen was chosen
for more than its mathematical convenience. The Baha'i religion’s first prophet, Mirza Ali
Mohammad (also known as the BAB), devised a calendar for the new religion. He had eighteen fol-
lowers, thus these nineteen original Babis are remembered in the calendar’s structure.

The Nineteen-Day Feast takes place on the first day of each month and constitutes the regular
Baha’i worship gathering. Each Feast follows the same three-part format: prayer, congregational
business, and fellowship with a shared meal.

The Baha'i year begins on the vernal equinox, March 21. Baha’i years are numbered. Year 1 was
1844, the year of the Bab’s Declaration. Each Baha'i month is named for an attribute of God:

Baha (Splendor) March 21
Jalal (Glory) April 9

Jamal (Beauty) April 28
Azamat (Grandeur) May 17
Nur (Light) June 5

Rahmat (Mercy) June 24
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Kalimat (Words) July 13

Kamal (Perfection) August 1
Asma (Names) August 20

‘Izzat (Might) September 8
Mashiyyat (Will) September 27
‘TIm (Knowledge) October 16
Qudrat (Power) November 4
Qawl (Speech) November 23
Masad’il (Questions) December 12
Sharaf (Honor) December 31
Sultan (Sovereignty) January 19
Mulk (Dominion) February 7

Ayyam-i-Ha (Days of Ha; intercalary days): February 26-March 1 (February 26-March 2
in leap years)

*Ala’ (Loftiness) March 2 (month of fasting)

Zoroastrian Calendars

Zoroastrianism originated in Iran. The religion’s founder Zoroaster is thought to have lived
around 1200 B.C. He converted a tribal Iranian prince Vishtaspa and by the time of the Sasanian
dynasty (226-651 A.D.), Zoroastrianism was the Persian state religion. In response to the Muslim
conquest of Persia in the middle of the seventh century, many Zoroastrians migrated to India,
particularly the western state of Gujarat, where they became known as the “Parsi” (meaning
“Persian”) community.

The Zoroastrian calendar derived from the ancient Babylonian calendar, except that the former’s
days and months were dedicated to spiritual beings. In the mid-eighteenth century, some Parsis
adopted the Iranian calendar and called it the gadimi calendar, giving rise to the Zoroastrian sect
known as Kadmi. Others remained with the traditional religion and calendar, though it was a
month behind the Kadmi calendar, and were referred to as Shenshais, often rendered
Shahanshahis. In 1906 the Fasli sect was founded, which advocated the use of a calendar closer to
the Gregorian one, in which the new year would always begin at the vernal equinox and which
would add an extra day every four years.

All three Zoroastrian calendars have the same twelve 30-day months with five intercalary days
called Gatha coming at the end of the twelfth month. The differences are in how each reconciles the
lunar year with the natural solar year. As a result, a single date on each Zoroastrian calendar cor-
responds to three different Gregorian dates. For example, in 2002, the first day of the first month
(Frawardin 1) fell on March 21 according to the Fasli calendar, on July 22 according to the Kadmi
calendar, and on August 21 according to the Shahanshai calendar.

The Zoroastrian month names and approximate English meanings are:
Frawardin or Fravardin (Humanity) March-April*
Ardwahist or Ardibehest (Truth and Righteousness) April-May
Hordad or Khordad (Perfection) May-June
Tir (Sirius, the Dog Star) June-July
Amurdad or Amardad (Immortality) July-August
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Shahrewar or Sherever (Benevolent Dominion) August-September
Mihr or Meher (Fair Dealing) September-October

Aban or Avan (Water or Purity) October-November

Adar or Adur (Fire) November-December

Dae or Deh (Creator) December-January

Vohuman or Bahman (Good Mind) January-February
Spendarmad or Aspandarmad (Holy Devotion) February-March

* Gregorian month ranges corresponding to the Fasli calendar
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Comparative Table of Calendar Systems

The Gregorian calendar is based on the solar cycle of 365 days per year, while the Jewish, Hindu,
and Burmese calendars are based on the lunar cycle of 29%2 days per month. The first day of the lunar
months depicted here is typically the day of the new moon. The lunar months can overlap with the
Gregorian months near which they fall. This is reflected in the chart below. While the Burmese cal-
endar is essentially identical to the Hindu, the names of the months differ and are thus represented
below. An asterisk (*) denotes the months in which the various New Years fall.

Gregorian Jewish Hindu, Jain, Buddhist Burmese
Calendar Calendar and Sikh Calendar Calendar
January*
Shevat Magha Tabodwei
February
Adar Phalguna Tabaung
March
Nisan Caitra* Tagu*
April
Iyyar Vaisakha* Kasone
May
Sivan Jyeshta Nayhone
June
Tammuz Ashadha Waso
July
Av Sravana Wagaung
August
Elul Bhadrapada Tawthalin
September
Tishri* Asvina Thadingyut
October
Heshvan Kartika Tazaungmone
November
Kislev Margasirsa Nadaw
December
Tevet Pausa Pyatho
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Julian and Gregorian Calendars;

Leap Year; Century

Julian Calendar

To find which of the 14 calendars of the Perpetual Calendar applies to any year, starting Jan. 1, under
the Julian system, find the century for the desired year in the 3 leftmost columns below. Read across
and find the year in the 4 top rows. Then read down. The number in the intersection is the calendar
designation for that year.

Century

0 700 1400 12
100 800 1500 11
200 900 1600 10
300 1000 1700 9
400 1100 1800 8
500 1200 1900 14
600 1300 2000 13

85 86 87 88 89 90 91
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1
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4 0001 ¢ Aban Parab
February, March, October; 10th day of
Aban, the 8th Zoroastrian month

In the Zoroastrian calendar, each of the 30 days of the month
bears the name of the yazata, or spiritual being, who is be-
lieved to preside over that day. Similarly, each of the 12
months bears the name of the yazata who rules over that
month. When the day and the month both share the same
name, as they do on the 10th of Aban, it is considered a
name-day feast. The yazata of the month of Aban is the
female waters. On name-feast days Zoroastrians attend ser-
vices in a fire temple, a meeting hall, or a private home.

Because of discrepancies in the calendars used by widely
separated Zoroastrian communities around the world, there
are now three different calendars in use, and the 10th of
Aban can fall either in October, March, or February according
to the Gregorian calendar.

Followers of the Zoroastrian religion, which was founded
by the prophet Zoroaster (or Zarathushtra, who is believed
to have lived around 1200 B.C.), today live primarily in Iran
and northwestern India, although smaller communities exist
in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Canada, the U.S., England, and Aus-
tralia.

SOURCES:
RelHolCal-2004, p. 68

4 0002 ¢ Abbotsford International Air Show
August

Widely recognized as Canada’s national air show, this three-
day event is an opportunity for the aviation industry to
display the latest developments in civilian aircraft. Since the
first show was held in 1962, it has included aerobatic per-
formances by the Canadian Armed Forces, the Royal Air
Force, the Snowbirds Jet Team, and the U.S. Air Force’s Thun-
derbirds. Aviation-related equipment is on display, and there
is a large banquet featuring well-known personalities in the
aviation and aerospace field. The show is held at the airport
in Abbotsford, British Columbia, and is regularly attended
by upwards of 200,000 people.

CONTACT:

Abbotsford International Air-
show Society

1276 Tower St., Unit #4

Abbotsford, BC V2T 6H5
Canada

604-852-8511; fax: 604-852-6093

info@abbotsfordairshow.com

www.abbotsfordairshow.com

SOURCES:
GdWorldFest-1985, p. 31

4 0003 ¢ Abdu’l-Baha, Ascension of
November 28

A holy day in the Baha'i religion, commemorating the death
of Abbas Effendi, known as Abdu’l-Baha, in 1921 in Haifa,
Palestine (now Israel). The eldest son of Mirza Husayn Ali,
known as Baha'ullah, the prophet-founder of the Baha'i
faith, he was named the leader of the Baha’i community in
his father’s will, which also appointed him to interpret Baha'i
writings. In turn, Abdu’l-Baha appointed his eldest grand-
son, Shoghi Effendi (1896-1957) as his successor and Guard-
ian of the Cause. Today the affairs of the worldwide Baha'i
community are administered by the Universal House of Jus-
tice, a body that meets in Haifa and is elected every five years.

CONTACT:

Baha’i National Center

1233 Central St.

Evanston, IL 60201

800-22-UNITE (8-6483) or 847-
869-9039

bahai-info@usbnc.org

www.us.bahai.org

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 197
ConEncyBahai-2000, p. 14
RelHolCal-2004, p. 157

Baha'i International Community

866 United Nations Pl., Ste. 120

New York, NY 10017

212-803-2500; fax: 212-803-2566

bic-nyc@bic.org

www.bahai.org/article-1-2-0-7.
html

4 0004 ¢ Aboakyer Festival
April or May

The Effutu people of Winneba, Ghana, celebrate the Deer-
Hunting Festival by making an offering to the god Penkye
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Otu. Two groups known as the Asafo companies, each con-
sisting of about 150 people ranging in age from young boys
to grandfathers, compete in a deer hunt that begins at dawn
with the pounding of drums and the ringing of bells. When
the first deer is caught, the victorious company brings it back
alive and presents it proudly to their chief. Then the animal
is taken back to the village, where dancing and drumming
continue in an effort to placate Penkye Otu so that he will
bring them a bountiful year.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
Ghana Tourist Board FestGhana-1970, p. 33
P.O. Box 3106 FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 272

Accra, Ghana

011-233-21-222153; fax: 011-233-
21-231779

gtb@africaonline.com.gh

www.africaonline.com.gh/
Tourism/

4 0005 ¢ Abu Simbel Festival
February 22 and October 22

This festival celebrates the two days of the year on which the
light of the rising sun can reach the 180-foot deep innermost
chambers of Abu Simbel, the great temple of Ramses II, in
Egypt. The temple was designed so that only on these two
days in February and October does the sun shine on the
four gods in the sanctuary: Ptah, Amen-Re, Ramses, and Re-
Horakhty. This temple, the most colossal in Egypt, was built
by Ramses II between 1300 and 1233 B.C., and is famous for
its four 65-foot statues of the seated Ramses. It is actually
two temples—one for Ramses and one for queen Nefertiti—
and is extraordinary for its grandeur, beauty, and history. It
was unknown to the European world until Swiss explorer
Johann Burckhardt found it in 1812. The Italian Giovanni
Belzoni excavated the entrance and explored the temple in
1816. In 1964, when the new Aswan Dam was to be built,
creating a lake that would have drowned the temple, it was
cut into 2,000 pieces and reassembled at a site about 180 feet
higher. It is not as perfect as it was at the foot of the cliff—
but it was saved.

It is thought that there must have been ritual celebrations
in ancient times on the days when the sun penetrated the
sanctuary. Today, television covers the event, and people
gather to see the sunrise and to meditate. The sun now shines
on the sanctuary a day earlier than it did before the temple
was moved.

CONTACT:

Egypt Ministry of Information

State Information Service

feedback@sis.gov.eg or
chairman@sis.gov.eg

www.sis.gov.eg (click on ‘Calen
dar,” then click on ‘February
22" and ‘October 22’)

4 0006 ¢ Academy Awards Ceremony
Late February or March

The glamour and glitz of Hollywood is on full display at the
annual movie awards known as the Oscars or the Academy
Awards. Presented every year since 1929 by the Academy

of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, these awards are pre-
sented for outstanding achievements in filmmaking during
the preceding year.

Some of the best star-gazing occurs before the actual awards
ceremony. That's when some of the film industry’s best-
known actors and actresses arrive in limousines, wearing
everything from tuxedos and designer evening gowns to far
less conventional outfits. After the awards—which include
Oscars for Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Director, and Best
Picture—are handed out, numerous after-show parties are
held at various Los Angeles homes and restaurants.

CONTACT:

Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences

8949 Wilshire Blvd.

Beverly Hills, CA 90211

310-247-3000; fax: 310-859-9619

ampas@oscars.org

WWW.0scars.org

SOURCES:
FunAlsoRises-1998, p. 87

4 0007 ¢ Acadian Day

Two weeks in August

The original Acadians were 17th-century French colonists
who settled in the area known as Acadia, which covered
whatis now Nova Scotia as well as Prince Edward Island, and
parts of northern Maine and Quebec. Their French-speaking
descendants in the Maritime Provinces continue to honor
their heritage by holding many local Acadian Day celebra-
tions, usually during the summer months.

Fifty thousand people attend the Acadian Festival in Cara-
quet, New Brunswick, the largest of these celebrations. The
festival takes place for 14 days in August each year and
includes Acadian dance performances, cabaret, and concerts
as well as sporting contests and a blessing of the fleet. The
highlight of the festival is “L’Acadie en Féte,”” a huge celebra-
tion involving Acadian musicians, singers, artists, and actors.

CONTACT:

Festival Acadien de Caraquet

220 boul. St-Pierre Ouest, bureau
312

Caraquet, NB E1W 1A5 Canada

506-727-ARTS (2787); fax: 506-
727-1995

festival@nbnet.nb.ca

SOURCES:
DictDays-1988, p. 1
GdWrldFest-1985, p. 37

Tourism New Brunswick

P.O. Box 6000

Fredericton, NB Canada E3B
5H1

800-561-0123

www@gnb.ca

www.tourismnbcanada.com/

4 0008 ¢ Acadian Festival
Length varies, usually 3-4 days at the end of
June

The Madawaska Territory, which at one time ran along the
Canadian border between Maine and New Brunswick, was
settled by a small group of farmers who were chased out
of Acadia by the English in the late 18th century. As the
settlements grew, they were separated into Canadian and
American communities, with Edmundston on the Canadian
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side and Madawaska and St. David on the American side of
the St. John River.

In 1978 the local historical society in Madawaska proclaimed
June 28 as Acadian Day in the state of Maine, and since that
time it has been the site of an Acadian (or French-Canadian)
festival lasting anywhere from one day to a week. Regular
events include French music and dancing, an Acadian Sup-
per featuring pot en pot and fougere, a parade with bands
and marching units from both Maine and Canada, and an
Acadian mass followed by a procession to the white marble
cross that marks the site of the original Acadian settlement.
The festival usually coincides with a reunion of the original
13 families who settled here.

CONTACT:

Madawaska Chamber of Com-
merce

363 Main St., Ste. 101

P.O. Box 144

Madawaska, ME 04756

207-728-7000; fax: 207-728-4696

valleyvisit@pwless.net

www.townofmadawaska.com/

4 0009 ¢ Acadiens, Festivals
Third weekend in September

A combination of several festivals (food, music, crafts, and
more) to celebrate Cajun culture in Lafayette, La., known as
the capital of French Louisiana. When they were expelled
from Nova Scotia by the British in the 1770s, the French
Acadian farmers settled in the area around Lafayette in a
region of 22 parishes that came to be known as Acadiana.
The word “Cajun”” comes from Acadian.

One part of the celebration is the Bayou Food Festival, which
offers a range of Cajun cooking from crawfish gumbo to
alligator sausage to corn maque-chou. The Louisiana Crafts
Festival features handmade Cajun crafts and demonstrations
by blacksmiths, decoy carvers, alligator skinners, and story-
tellers. The Festival de Musique Acadienne features centu-
ries-old music sung in French. Modern crafts are also on
exhibit, and lectures and workshops on the Acadian language
and history are part of the weekend.

CONTACT:

Lafayette Convention & Visitors
Commission

P.O. Box 52066

Lafayette, LA 70505

800-346-1958 (US); 800-543-5340
(Canada) or 337-232-3737; fax:
337-232-0161

info@lafayettetravel.com

www lafayettetravel.com

4 0010 ¢ Adae-Kese
January

This is the highlight of the ceremonial year among the
Ashanti people in Ghana. Adae-Kese commemorates the day
on which priest Okomfo Anokye called down from heaven
the Ashantis” Golden Stool. Elaborate stools are important
fixtures in Ashanti culture. When someone passes away,
that person’s stool is treasured by his or her survivors and
honored periodically. The Golden Stool is that of King Osei
Tutu, the founder of the Ashanti kingdom.

During the Adae-Kese festival, people clean their ancestral
stools and offer food to the gods and ancestors. The current
king and the Golden Stool sit in state, while people from the
community and, often, the president of Ghana pay homage
to him. All of this takes place in Kumasi, where the king’s
palace is located. The museum there houses a second, copycat
golden stool used to deceive the British, who demanded that
the stool be turned over to them after hearing that it was
the source of the Ashanti king’s powers.

The Adae festival is held every 40 days throughout the year,
but the January celebration is the largest and most important.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
Ghana Tourist Board FestGhana-1970, p. 7
P.O. Box 3106 WildPlanet-1995, p. 183

Accra, Ghana

011-233-21-222153; fax: 011-233-
21-231779

gtb@africaonline.com.gh

4 0011 ¢ Adam’s Peak, Pilgrimage to
December-April

A footprint preserved in stone is a sacred site at the top of
a mountain in Dalhousie, Sri Lanka. Depending on one’s
religious tradition, the footprint belongs to Adam (Muslim),
the Buddha, St. Thomas (Christian), or Lord Shiva (Hindu).
Pilgrims have made the climb for over 1,000 years.

There are two routes to the summit of Adam’s Peak, one of
which takes about three hours while the other takes seven
hours. Though the terrain is rugged, many pilgrims make
the ascent by the light of lanterns so they can arrive at the
break of dawn and catch a spectacular view of the western
coastline. According to local tradition, a woman who reaches
the top will be reincarnated as a man.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
Living Heritage Trust of Sri Wild Planet-1995, p. 290
Lanka

38, Third Floor

Galle Face Court 2
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka
info@livingheritage.org
http:/ /sripada.org/

4 0012 ¢ Adar Parab
March, April, November; 9th day of Adar,
the 9th Zoroastrian month

Adar Parab is one of the ““sacred name days’’ in the Zororas-
trian calendar, where the name of the day and the name of
the month coincide. Adar, the spiritual being or yazata for
whom both the day and the month are named, presides over
fire and is associated with light and warmth. Parsis—as the
Zoroastrians living in India are called—traditionally give
their household fires a rest on this day by not cooking and
by offering special prayers. It is also customary to recite the
portion of the Avesta (Zoroastrian sacred writings) known
as the Atash Niyayesh, “‘Fire Litany.”

Fire is the most important symbol for the followers of Zoroas-
ter (also known as Zarathushtra), a Persian religious leader
believed to have lived around 1200 B.C. They have fire tem-
ples where fires burn constantly, as well as fires that are
kindled in prayer halls and private homes for special services
performed outside the temple.



Holidays, Festivals, and Celebrations of the World Dictionary, 3rd Edition

The Zoroastrian calendar has 12 months of 30 days each,
plus five extra days at the end of the year. Because of discrep-
ancies in the calendars used by widely separated Zoroastrian
communities around the world, there are now three different
calendars in use, and the 9th of Adar can fall either in March,
April, or November.

SOURCES:
DictWrldRel-1989, p. 829
RelHolCal-2004, p. 68

4 0013 ¢ Adelaide Festival
Two weeks in February-March in even-
numbered years

Adelaide, South Australia, metamorphosed from an isolated,
culturally deprived city to a major center of art and culture
worldwide, thanks to a group of visionary businessmen who
originated this biennial festival of the arts in 1960. In 2004
the Adelaide Festival program included more than 50 per-
formances, exhibitions, and workshops in dance, music, film,
theater, opera, and the visual arts, featuring artists from all
over the world. A writers” week is also featured. Events in
the festival take place in the Festival Theatre, parks, churches,
the Adelaide Town Hall, and other locations.

See also ADELAIDE FRINGE FESTIVAL

CONTACT: SOURCES:
Adelaide Festival GdWrldFest-1985, p. 8
P.O. Box 8116 IntIThFolk-1979, pp. 19, 21

Station Arcade

105 Hindley St.

Adelaide, South Australia 5000
Australia

011-61-8-8216-4444; fax: 011-61-8-
8216-4455

afa@adelaidefestival.net.au

www.adelaidefestival.org.au

4 0014 ¢ Adelaide Fringe Festival
Three weeks in February-March during
even-numbered years

Originating in the 1970s as an innovative, cutting-edge alter-
native to the established ADELAIDE FEsTIVAL, the Adelaide
Fringe today enjoys a synergistic relationship with its sister
festival, contributing to the vibrant atmosphere of this Aus-
tralian city during the autumn months. Held biennially for
a three-week period, the Fringe features the latest in the
underground and experimental arts created by independent
artists from Australia, Europe, and the United States. The
program includes comedy, dance, film, music, physical the-
ater, dramatic theater, and visual arts. Audience attendance
in 2002 was nearly 200,000, making the Adelaide Fringe one
of the largest and most popular arts festivals in the world.

CONTACT:

Adelaide Fringe

P.O. Box 3242

Rundle Mall

265 Rundle St., 1st FL

Adelaide, South Australia 5000
Australia

011-61-8-8100-2000; fax: 011-61-8-
8100-2020

buzz@adelaidefringe.com.au

www.adelaidefringe.com.au

4 0015 ¢ Administrative Professionals Week
Last full week of April

Professional Secretaries Week was started in 1952 by Profes-
sional Secretaries International—now called the International
Association of Administrative Professionals (IAAP)—an or-
ganization devoted to the education and professional devel-
opment of secretaries, executive assistants, information spe-
cialists, and office managers. It takes place during the last
full week in April, with Administrative Professionals Day
observed on Wednesday. Many IAAP chapters sponsor spe-
cial events throughout the week—such as educational semi-
nars or luncheons with guest speakers for secretaries and
their bosses—but Wednesday is the day when managers and
executives are supposed to give their office support staff a
special token of their appreciation.

How do secretaries want to be recognized on this day? Ac-
cording to the 2001 IAAP survey, most of them want com-
pany-wide special events or training and educational ses-
sions. What do they get? Lunch is the most common form
of recognition, followed by flowers or other gifts.

CONTACT:

International Association of Ad-
ministrative Professionals

10502 N.W. Ambassador Dr.

P.O. Box 20404

Kansas City, MO 64195-0404

816-891-6600; fax: 816-891-9118

service@iaap-hq.org

www.iaap-hq.org/APW /apwin
dex.htm

SOURCES:
AnnivHol-2000, p. 72
DictDays-1988, p. 109

4 0016 ¢ Admission Day

Varies from state to state

Many American states celebrate the anniversary of their ad-
mission to the Union by observing a public holiday on or
near the actual day. Sometimes the day is referred to by the
name of the state—as in Colorado Day, Indiana Day, Nevada
Day, or WEST VIRGINIA DAay—and is marked by special cele-
brations. Other states let the anniversary of their admission
pass unnoticed. In Vermont, Admission Day coincides with
TowN MEETING DAY.

For a listing of all states, see Appendix A.

4 0017 ¢ Advent
From the Sunday closest to November 30 to
December 24 in West; from November 15 to
December 24 in East

The Advent season marks the beginning of the Christian
year in Western Christianity. Its length varies from 22 to 28
days, beginning on the Sunday nearest St. Andrew’s Day
and encompassing the next three Sundays, ending on
CHRISTMAS EVE.

In the Roman Catholic Church and those of the Anglican
Communion the third Sunday is called Gaudete Sunday,
from the first word of the introit, “Rejoice.” Rose-colored
vestments may replace the purple, and flowers may be on
the altar. Originally a period of reflection and penitence in
preparation for CHRISTMAS—in much the same way that
LENT is in preparation for EASTER—Advent has sometimes
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been referred to as the Winter Lent. But over time the restric-
tions of Advent have become greatly relaxed. Today it is
usually associated with the Advent calendars that parents
give their children to help them count the days until
Christmas.

In Orthodox (Eastern) Christianity, the church year begins
on September 1, and Advent begins on November 15. The
Advent fast is called the Little Lent, because it’s shorter than
the Great Lent preceding Easter.

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 802
BkFestHolWrld-1970, p. 127
DaysCustFaith-1957, p. 302
DictWrldRel-1989, pp. 5, 154,
175
EncyChristmas-2003, pp. 3, 7,
8,10
EncyRel-1987, v. 3, p. 441
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 680
OxYear-1999, p. 598
RelHolCal-2004, pp. 83, 115
SaintFestCh-1904, p. xiii

4 0018 ¢ Advent in Germany
Sunday nearest November 30 through
December 24

Many German households observe Advent with an Advent
wreath. Traditionally fashioned from a fir branch entwined
with gold and silver ribbons or bits of red thread, the wreaths
also contain holders for four candles. German families dis-
play the wreath on a tabletop or suspend it from the ceiling.
One candle is lit on each of the Sundays in Advent. An old
Roman Catholic tradition called for lighting the candles on
Saturday instead. Many German households light a “Star of
Seven,”” a seven-branched candelabrum, on CHRISTMAS EVE,
and at midnight carry the lit “’star”” though the dark to the
village church for the Christmas Eve service.

SOURCES:
BkFestHolWrld-1970, p. 128
EncyChristmas-2003, pp. 3, 6,
7,10, 276
FestWestEur-1958, p. 79
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 680
OxYear-1999, p. 598

Afghanistan Independence Day
See Jeshn

4 0019 ¢ Africa Industrialization Day
November 20

In 1989 the UNITED NATIONS designated November 20 as
Africa Industrialization Day. Observances center around
mustering international support for the industrialization of
Africa.

CONTACT:

United Nations

Dept. of Public Information
Room S-1070L

New York, NY 10017
212-963-6842; fax: 212-963-6914
dpingo@un.org
www.un.org/events/pap40.htm

4 0020 ¢ Africa Malaria Day
April 25

Africa Malaria Day is sponsored by an international organi-
zation called Roll Back Malaria, whose members include
representatives from the World Health Organization, UNI-
CEF, the Un1iteEp NATIONS, the World Bank, and various
member countries, organizations, and agencies. The goal of
this organization is to reduce the worldwide number of Ma-
laria cases by one half by the year 2010.

Malaria kills about 3,000 people a day, which adds up to
about 1,000,000 people per year. Most of these people are
children, and nine out of ten of them live in sub-Saharan
Africa.

Africa Malaria Day is a day dedicated to raising public aware-
ness about malaria prevention and treatment, as well as the
economic and social toll the disease takes on poor countries.
Activities include special media campaigns, demonstrations
of the proper use of treated mosquito netting, lectures about
the disease, and other educational events. Roll Back Malaria
chose April 25 as the date of their newly created holiday in
order to commemorate the April 25, 2000, Summit on Ma-
laria, held in Abuja, Nigeria. The first Africa Malaria Day
was held the following year in 2001. The United Nations has
declared 2001-2010 as the Decade to Roll Back Malaria.

CONTACT:

World Health Organization

Ave. Appia 20

Geneva 27

1211 Switzerland

011-41-22-791-21-11; fax: 011-41-
22-791-3111

inf@who.int

www.rbm.who.int/

African-American History Month
See Black History Month

African-American Poetry Day
See Black Poetry Day

4 0021 ¢ African Liberation Day
May 25

While other holidays seek to commemorate the events and
achievements of the past, African Liberation Day focuses
attention on a goal that has not yet been fully realized: the
liberation of all African people. The observance of this day
can be traced back to April 15, 1958, when the Conference
of Independent African States was held in Accra, Ghana.
Attendees declared April 15 African Freedom Day, and be-
tween 1958 and 1963 this observance was supported by lead-
ers worldwide, including President John F. Kennedy, MAL-
coLM X, and Senator Hubert Humphrey in the United States.

As British and European colonies in Africa continued to win
their independence during the 1950s and 60s, and as the civil
rights movement in the United States began to achieve some
success, 31 independent African countries met on May 25,
1963, to form the Organization of African Unity. They
changed the name and the date of what now became African
Liberation Day. In 1999 the group reorganized into the Afri-
can Union.
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Today, observances worldwide include marches, parades,
rallies, and conferences. These events focus on celebrating
freedom from colonialism, educating people about the pro-
gress of the African liberation movement, and speaking out
against oppression. There are also sporting contests and tribal
dances, particularly in Chad, Zambia, and other African
states where it is a public holiday.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
African Union AfrAmerHol-1991, p. 43
P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa W21K19 Ethiopia

011-251-1-51-7700; fax: 011-251-1-
51-7844

www.africa-union.org

4 0022 ¢ African Methodist Quarterly Meeting Day
Last Saturday in August

The Big August Quarterly of the African Union Methodist
Protestant Church takes place annually in Wilmington, Dela-
ware. It honors the establishment of the A.U.M.P. Church in
1813 as the “Mother Church” for African Americans. The
first independent black congregation in Wilmington was
started by an influential black religious leader named Peter
Spencer, who, along with 41 like-minded African Americans,
left the town’s Asbury Methodist Church in 1805 because its
white members refused to let them participate fully in the
services. In the years before the Civil War the Big August
Quarterly drew slaves from all around, who obtained special
passes permitting them to attend the weekend of gospel
music, impassioned preaching, and family get-togethers.

Its founders modeled the Big August Quarterly on the quar-
terly meetings held by Quakers. Many thousands of people
from Delaware and its neighboring states came to these stir-
ring religious festivals. Although it no longer draws the
crowds it used to, the Big August Quarterly has undergone
a resurgence in recent years. It features soul food, musical
entertainment, and an opportunity for people to reminisce
about the Big August Quarterlies of the past.

SOURCES:
FolkAmerHol-1999, p. 350
RelHolCal-2004, p. 100

4 0023 ¢ Agonalia
January 9

In Roman mythology, Janus is the god of beginnings and of
doorways. The worship of Janus is believed to have been
started by Romulus, one of the legendary founders of Rome.
Usually depicted with two faces, one looking forward to the
future and the other looking back to the past, his image
appeared on an early Roman coin with a ship’s prow on the
reverse side. Roman boys used to toss these coins, calling
out “heads or ships” just as youngsters today play ““heads
or tails.” During the festival in honor of Janus known as the
Agonalia, the rex sacrorum or officiating priest sacrificed a
ram. Offerings of barley, incense, wine, and cakes called
Januae were also common.

Numa Pompilius, the legendary second king of Rome, hon-
ored Janus by dedicating the famous Ianus geminus, the ar-
cade at the northeast end of the Roman Forum, to him. It

was believed that passing through this arcade brought luck
to soldiers on their way to war.

SOURCES:
AmerBkDays-2000, p. 1
DictFolkMyth-1984, p. 539
DictRomRel-1996, p. 4
FestRom-1981, p. 60
OxYear-1999, p. 29

4 0024 ¢ Agriculture Fair at Santarém, National
Ten days beginning first Friday in June

The most important agricultural fair in Portugal is held for
ten days in June each year at Santarém, capital of the rich
agricultural province of Ribatejo. Although the focus of the
Ribatejo Fair is on farming and livestock breeding, there is
also a colorful program of bullfighting, folk singing, and
dancing, as well as a procession of campinos, or bull-herders.
Many other European countries exhibit farm animals and
machinery at the Feira Nacional de Agricultura. Santarém
is also the site of an annual gastronomy festival in October,
which focuses on traditional cooking from all over the
country.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
City of Santarém IntIThFolk-1979, p. 312
dcdtl@cms.mailpac.pt

www.ribatejo.com/ecos/san
tarem/ingles/ifestas.html

4 0025 ¢ Agua, La Fiesta de
First Sunday in October

A festival held in San Pedro de Casta, Lima Department,
Peru, the Water Festival accompanies the annual cleaning
and maintaining of the river canals. The town mayor goes
to the cave where Pariapunko, a deity of water, is believed
to reside and implores him to flood the community with
fresh water. Then La Toma, the gate that holds back the
Carhuayumac River, is opened and the water is allowed to
course through the newly repaired canals. A procession of
horsemen follows the path of the water as it makes its way
to the gorge of Carhuayumac.

SOURCES:
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 589

4 0026 ¢ Agwunsi Festival
August-September

Agwunsi, or Agwu, is the god of healing and divination
among the Igbo people of Nigeria. He is also the patron of
doctors, because he gives herbs and other medicines their
power to cure. On Agwunsi feast day, patients who have
been healed send animals as a token of gratitude to the
doctors who cured them.

SOURCES:
FolkWrldHol-1999, p. 550

4 0027 ¢ Air Races and Air Show, National
Championship
September, four days ending on second
weekend after Labor Day

A four-day nostalgia trip for air buffs, held since 1964 in
Reno, Nev. About 95 to 100 aircraft are generally registered
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for the races, providing some 180,000 spectators with the
sight and sound of piston-engine planes flying around
closed-pylon race courses. The planes entered include such
World War II planes as the powerful P-51 Mustang and the
bent-wing Chance-Vought F2G Corsair; the eerie sound the
Corsair made was called “whistling death” by the Japanese
of World War II. The race is the only one in the world that
covers all four classes: Unlimited (vintage and modified
warbirds and homebuilt racers), AT-6 (World War II pilot
trainers), Formula One (super-midget planes), and Biplane
(double-winged barn stormers). Air shows of military dem-
onstrations, parachuting exhibits, and military fly-bys are
also some of the events.

CONTACT: SOURCES:
Reno Air Racing Foundation GdUSFest-1984, p. 115
P.O. Box 1429

Reno, NV 89505
775-972-6663; fax: 775-972-6429
WwWw.airrace.org

4 0028 ¢ Airing the Classics
Sixth day of sixth lunar month

In China the Double Sixth is the day when Buddhist monas-
teries examine the books in their library collections to make
sure that they haven’t been damaged. It commemorates the
time when the boat carrying the Buddhist scriptures from
India was upset at a river crossing, and all the books had to
be spread out to dry. Also known as Tiankuang Jie, or
Heaven'’s Gift Day, it is traditional in so