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CHARTING THE RISE AND FALL FROM 753BCE 10 476Ck






The legacy of the vast empire of ancient Rome is present everywhere
around us in the modern world today. The Romans lett us poetry, ideas,
laws, and vocabulary, but the practical heritage the Roman Empire

passed down is most evident in the fields of engineering and
architecture, from the vastness of the Colosseum to the elegance of the
forums in Rome. All of this is monument to the glory of the rule of
ancient Rome and its military might. The Roman's continued fear of
outsiders drove them to relentlessly conquer land after land. This book
takes an in-depth look at the ruthless army, the many battles, great deeds
and rulers - heroes and villains, kind men and cruel - that combined to
create the greatest empire of the ancient world.
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Above: An imaginative view of ‘ ” ¢
Ancient Rome drawn in pen and D ‘t n D ] n

rom the beginning of their history, the Romans determined to control their destiny. It was a destiny

had to prove themselves more ruthless than driven both by their fear and contempt of outsiders

their neighbours, the Etruscans and the and strangers; any non-citizens of Rome were inferior.

Volsci. Rome had to be more cunning, more [t was this that drove them to relentlessly conquer

capable and, if necessary, crueller, for if the land and tribe to create an empire. While they held
city did not defend itself, it would become a victim. down their expanding frontiers they felt secure.

The settlement was spread over seven hills, which
provided the defensive position for the city as its

yosergn The Longest Empire

From 753 BCE when the mythical Romulus The Romans' worst fears were confirmed with the
founded the city as a kingdom, the Romans were arrival of the Goths at their gates over a 1,000 years




later in 410 CE. The city was taken and from that “The Roman Emplre WAas born 1n fea]:'

moment the empire crumbled until there remained _ , _ )
only fragmentary outposts of aonce highlyaivitized 3N 1t DETIShed 1N fear
life. It is true, however, that there remain aspects B
of the Roman Empire that affect our lives today.
But what was it that allowed this empire to flower
and grow in influence and power for so long? What nearly twice the age of that roaring warrior he felt
was the difference between the Roman and the he had achieved nothing. Alexander had already
Persian Empire? Or the empire created by Alexander conquered the known world by the age of twenty-four.
the Great who had reached out and taken Egypt,

John Balsdon, Rome: The Story of An Empire

Syria, Greece, the whole Persian Empire, Palestine “What have I done?" Julius Caesar asked. "Look what
and Afghanistan? Alexander was the leader whose he did even as a young man.”

exploits Julius Caesar wanted to emulate. Caesar was

discovered one day looking at a bust of Alexander Maybe the single most important lesson Caesar

and weeping. He explained that although he was learned from Alexander was that his power lay in the
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Ancient Rome

"The Appian Way leads direct(%/
Into the city and still exists 2,000
years after 1ts construction’

Left: A model of an Etruscan
soldier of the fourth century BCE.

loyalty and respect of the men he led. Caesar,
an ambitious man, felt that time was slipping
through his fingers. His opportunity came
when he returned in triumph from his wars in
Gaul. The Roman Republic began to implode as a
result of political chaos in the city.

Expansion and Threat
of Danger

For 700 years Rome expanded and the city became
the great focus for all ambitious men. This may have
contributed to its decline for by drawing in the best
men from the edges of its empire, Rome diluted the
strengths of its component parts.

What is left of the physical evidence of the empire
inside the modern city of Rome? The skeletons of
some of the empire’s great buildings still exist, and
they give us an idea of its important legacy. Consider
three of the surviving monuments: the Appian Way;,
the Forum and the Colosseum. The Appian Way
leads directly into the city and still exists 2,000 years
after its construction. It was constructed to link with
military roads in the east and west of the empire
and join Spain, Macedonia and Asia. It provides a
reminder of the power of the Roman Army that
marched along its length to provide frontier security.

The Roman Forum, with its elegant columns and
spaces, was copied in every major city in the empire
as a place in which debate, ideas and the creation of
the rule of law provided the focus for the city. It was
in the Forum that Romans discussed the issues of
the day and from here decisions were transmitted to
distant parts of the empire. The Forum was a place
where only the rich and the influential were heard,
the voice of the ordinary man was not often heard
in debate. It was on the steps of the Forum that the
ambitions of one man to become dictator of the
city ended under the assassin’s knife. On 15 July, 44
BCE Julius Caesar met his death here. The columns
and stones are a reminder that Romans believed in
political discussion and the rule of law. When those
began to weaken the empire began to crumble.

The Colosseum is the most powerful symbol
of late Rome, the empire, its freeborn citizens and
the power of the mob. In this vast amphitheatre,
the sand was soaked in the blood of innocents,
prisoners of war, criminals, slaves and gladiators.
Here ritualized slaughter was carried out, beloved of
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Above: The Appian Way, near

the mob and also of many of the later emperors and and why did it fall? Who were the main players in the
Rome, clearly shows the grooves

their acolytes. Ruinously expensive mock games, story of Rome? What aspects of the Roman Empire made by the chariot wheels.
battles and individual gladiatorial contests all had do we value even now?

one end - death. The Colosseum was a place of [t is not just the villas, the public buildings,

horror. It was a place where violence, lack of honour aqueducts, theatres, road, temples and bridges that

and cruel disinterest in their fellow men became the demonstrate the empire that was Rome. It was so
watchword of the Romans. It was here that the moral  much more. In time these buildings will vanish as

feebleness of the rulers and the mob they feared Roman cities have already been covered by desert
was made public and was approved. It is possible sands in North Africa, Persia, Jordan and Syria. The
to conclude that in the sand of the Colosseum the answer does not lie in the might of the Roman
mighty empire truly fell. Army, although that was considerable. There have
Yet before it fell, the Roman Empire displayed been other armies before and since with the same

some strengths that were never lost. Why did it grow  ruthlessness and the same powerful leadership. It

|



Ancient Rome

is not even the study of men such as Julius Caesar,
Augustus, Pliny, Cicero, Virgil, Nero, Claudius or even
Spartacus that really touches the core of the question,
although they are important to our understanding of
the history of Rome.

Beyond buildings, leaders and roads there rests
the powerful matter of connections across frontiers
and communication between cities. The language
of Rome became the lingua franca of Europe for
1,000 years after the empire fell, and the code of laws
that the ancient Romans introduced have been the
bedrock of the legal systems over much of the world
ever since. It is to the continuity of ideas of justice
and the law, which held together the Roman Empire,
that we still owe so much.

The Roman Empire was defined by the city and
the citizens - practical, cool and determined people
whose leaders believed that those beyond their
borders were savages or outsiders who were certainly
unworthy of Roman citizenship. This changed as
the empire expanded. From Mesopotamia to the
northern borders of Britain, from Spain to the dark
forests of Germany, from North Africa to Macedonia,
into Asia and through Palestine and the edge of the
Arabian sands. Into Egypt, along the Euphrates, along
the wall Hadrian built in the north of England. This
was the Empire.

Rome's Fate

Rome’s prosperity appeared to be unending. It was
not. As the Greek-Alexandrian poet Constantine

Cavafy (1863-1933) wrote:

The Barbarians will arrive today.
When the Barbarians come they'll
make the laws...

Some people have arrived from the Frontier:
They said there are no Barbarians any more.
What will become of us without Barbarians?

The barbarians eventually arrived at the gates of
Rome. It was the end of glory. But first came great
men and great deeds - heroes and villains, kind men
and cruel, and here lies the fear at the end of it all.
Here 1s Rome.

Right: A view over the Roman Forum also showing the Temple of
Vesta, the Arch of Titus and the Temple of Castor and Pollux.

12
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very major city has its physical foundations
buried in time and there are almost always
myths concerning its historical foundations
buried too. Rome is not unusual in this respect.
One of the myths concerns the naming of the
city. The other, a more literary retelling of the city’s
origins, connects the foundation of Rome with one

of the heroes of the siege of Troy. This story is the
core of The Aeneid, an epic poem, which was written
by the Latin poet Virgil (70-19 BCE) for Augustus (27
BCE-14 CE), the first emperor of Rome. The intent
was to create a connection between Augustus and
Romulus, the mythical founder of the city, and

in doing so make a connection between the first
emperor and the gods. Along with many other myths,
The Aeneid provides a vivid picture of the heroes who
created the city of Rome.

Opposite: The twins Romulus and Remus,
legendary founders of Rome, with the
she-wolf who saved them. An Etruscan
bronze from the fourth century BCE.







The Myth - Aeneas,
Romulus and the
Beginning of Rome

The Aeneid takes as its hero Aeneas, a Trojan prince
and the son of the Greek goddess Aphrodite. At

the end of the ten-year siege of Troy, Aeneas'’s wife,
Creusa, a daughter of King Priam of Troy, urged him
to leave the city, which was being sacked by the
Greeks. Creusa told her husband that his destiny

was to found a great city. Although he loved her he
knew he had to obey his fate. Creusa remained in the
burning city while Aeneas fled, accompanied by his
father, Anchises, and son, Ascanius.

Aeneas wandered for many years until he came
to the coast of Latium. Eventually, he married
Lavinia, the daughter of the local king, Latinus, and
established himself in the city of Lavinium. Upon
Aeneas’s death, Ascanius founded the city of Alba.
The descendants of Aeneas had ruled this region for
300 years when Numitor was overthrown by his
cruel and over-ambitious brother Amulius. Numitor's

sons were murdered and his daughter, Rhea, forced to
remain a virgin. However, she gave birth to twin sons,

Romulus and Remus, having been visited by Mars,
the god of war.

A furious Amulius had the twins thrown into the
River Tiber, but the boys survived, suckled by a wolf
and then reared by a shepherd. Eventually the twins
learned their secret, killed Amulius and restored
the throne of Alba to their grandfather. The twins
decided to found a city of their own nearby. Romulus
won the honour of naming it, having witnessed a
good omen when he saw 12 vultures circling Mount
Palatine - Remus only saw six. Jealous at his brother’s
good fortune, Remus jumped over the city walls that
Romulus was building, mocking their height. This
infuriated Romulus so much that he picked up his
sword and killed his twin. So Rome - in myth at least
- was founded in 753 BCE.

The Rape of the
Sabine Women

Romulus had an army of men to populate his city,
but he had no women for them. To provide wives for
his warriors, he invited his neighbours, the Sabines,
to a festival and promptly carried off their daughters.
As a result the Romans and the Sabines went to war.

From Myth to Empire

The Sabines entered Rome through the treachery of
Tarpeia, daughter of the Roman commander, who
said that she would allow the Sabines in to the city
If they would give her all that they wore on their
left hands. However, the Sabines were honourable
men and furious that such an act of betrayal had led
to their victory. Instead of giving Tarpeia the gold
rings and bracelets that they wore on their left arms,
they threw their heavy shields on her, crushing her
to death. From this moment the Romans and the
Sabines lived in peace together. Another version of
the same myth ends with the Sabine women telling
their fathers that they were content to be the wives
of Roman warriors. Romulus extended his immediate
territory and ensured the safety of his city, which

he ruled for nearly 40 years. Upon his death, he was
taken to heaven by his father, Mars.

Opposite: Aeneas, before escaping
from the burning city of Troy with
his lame father, Anchises, and his
son, Ascanius. His wife, Creusa,
offers him the figures of the
household gods.

Below: The remains of the Roman
port of Ostia situated a few
kilometres along the River Tiber.

I/
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Ancient Rome

A City at War

Defence and trade were the keys to the geographical

position of Rome. Both had a bearing on the growth

and future of the empire of which Rome was the hub.

The city was built on the south bank of the River
Tiber on a group of seven easily defended hilltops.
The small port of Ostia, which was downstream from
the fortified city, soon came under the control of
Rome and became the focus for all trading activity in
the immediate area.

Once it was united as one settlement, the city was
a perfect base from which to wage war on local tribes

and to control the surrounding lands. It may be that
the incursion by the Sabines was enough to cause

concern about the security of the Roman frontier, for
it became the perpetual fear of successive rulers.
From 753 to 509 BCE Rome was at war with its
other neighbours, as it struggled to consolidate its
position. It is likely that the mysterious Etruscans
(see panel), who ruled an area that stretched from
the River Po to Campania, were in control of Rome

The Etruscans

The Etruscans, who were centred in Erturia (modern Tuscany), were not Latin by race and
t is believed that they came into northern Italy from Asia Minor. They left few signs of their
civilization apart from some dramatic pottery figurines and equally strong wall paintings.
Pernaps their greatest contribution to Rome was architectural. They created buildings using
both the arch and the vault. They also gave the Romans the idea of gladiatorial combat

for entertainment and the belief that it was possible to divine the wishes of the gods from
studying animals.

Above: An Etruscan fresco showing a hively banquet scene. It 1s a tomb painting from the first half

of the fifth century BCE.

from about 600 BCE. The legendary monarchs of the
city, among them the last king, Tarquinius Superbus
(534-510 BCE), were probably Etruscan (see pages

31 and 33). In 510 BCE, the Romans expelled this

foreign king and with him the idea of “kingship”.

Fundamental to the growth of the city, and its
emerging empire, was the refusal of its inhabitants to
accept that one man should rule over them.

The Expansion
of Rome,

509-204 BCE

ollowing the overthrow of the monarchy, Rome

became a republic (see pages 33-4), which meant that
its citizens had a part to play in the city's government
and its expanding territories.

The Etruscans continued to hold land to the north
of the city. The Greeks, who had colonized various
city states along the southern coast of Italy and the
island of Sicily, for example, Syracuse, were confident
that they would remain independent of this emergent
power. However, other tribes threatened the security
of Rome.

The Roman Republic relied on the citizens' army
In which every man was expected to give service to
the state if called on. Its officers came from the ruling
class - the patricians - whose sons were trained from
childhood to lead the military against any threat to
the city. However, some of Rome's adversaries put
better-trained and bigger armies into the field.

In 463 BCE the warlike tribes of the Volsci and
the Aequi came within 3 miles (five km) of the gates
of Rome. At the same time Rome lost control of the
colonies of citizens it had placed in the towns that it
had conquered during the previous generation (see
panel, page 19). However, by 418 BCE Rome had taken
back all the territory seized by the Aequi to the east
thus securing communication with its allies. At the
same time Roman troops were also consolidating
their positions in the south, undertaking a rapid and
bold advance through Volscian-held land to the town
of Tarracina, which the Romans took and plundered.
Rome took back colonies it had lost to the south
and east and forged new alliances to hold the plain
of Labium and the strongholds that dominated the
surrounding hill country. Former allies of Rome that
had rebelled were forced to sue for peace - some were
destroyed by a vengeful Roman army.



While the Romans were consolidating their .
position in the south and east, the Etruscans, their Rﬂman Cﬂlonles
most dangerous enemy at this point, were under The settlement of Roman families in captured territory was a common policy of the Romans
threat from the Gauls in the north and the Greeks to ensure that each city had within it a garrison that was entirely controlled from Rome. It
, - neant, for example, that the city states captured along the coast would always be available
in the south. The immense power of the Etruscans o e

to Roman vessels and would provide secure headquarters for further military expansion.

was sapped by these pressures. It was time for Rome Colonies like these grew throughout the Roman Empire as it expanded.
to try to secure her northern borders, which were
under the control of the Etruscans. A newly confident

Rome took the opportunity to defeat the southern of this, Roman soldiers were paid for the first time,

Etruscan cities. The primary Etruscan settlement in as they were no longer just an army of citizens

the region was Veii, its vast riches made it worthy brought together during the summer fighting season.

of capture, and it was only about 12 miles (19 km) As Veii fell in 396 BCE, the Gauls broke through

north-west of Rome. The main ally of Veii was a into Etruscan lands in the north. The Etruscans

Latin town, Fidenae, which was situated on the no longer posed an imminent threat to Rome.

south bank of the Tiber just five miles (eight km) However, there was now a much more dangerous

from Rome. The Romans captured Fidenae in 428 adversary to contend with. The Gauls of the north,

BCE and totally destroyed it. Under Marcus Furius who populated a region running north of the Po to

Camillus, Roman forces besieged Veii. For Camillus the Alps that was known as Cisalpine Gaul, were m mﬂ‘:;“w“ﬁm

to keep the siege of Veii in place, his army had to regarded as barbarians. These men were powerful and The Tiber runs through the city.
Note the long defensive wall which

remain under arms for months. As a consequence well-organized warriors. When the Romans turned leads into the foothills.
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Below: Rome takes the island
of Sicily during the Punic Wars
against Carthage. An oil painting

by Jacopo Ripanda.

to confront the Gauls at the Battle of Allia in 390
BCE, their army was routed by their much better
organized and more experienced adversaries. This
left Rome open for the taking. The Gauls needed no
invitation. They stormed into the city and pillaged it
before withdrawing with their loot.

Rome now appeared to be at the mercy of all
those it had defeated over the years. The army
fell in to disarray and was now attacked by the
Volsci, the Aequi, the Etruscans and even by some
of its Latin allies. The city survived this disaster
because its position was still strongly fortified
and because of the leadership skills of Camillus.
He took the battered and dispirited army, rebuilt
its confidence and destroyed the Volsci and the
Aequi in the 380s. Then, turning rapidly north he
took back all that the Etruscans had secured.

Rome began to perceive itself as capable of forcing
all her Italian enemies into submission. Even the
powerful Gauls, who continued to invade from time

to time, were pushed back across the River Po. In
358 BCE the Romans re-established their links with
their Latin allies. Now Rome was in a position to
take on the remaining threats to its security, but
first it built new alliances with the tribes living

on the coastal plain of the Adriatic Sea. These
tough warriors were willing to fight alongside the
Roman army against the Samnites - a common
enemy and a warlike tribe that ranged throughout
the Apennines, the range of mountains looming
over Campania. The Romans captured Gavius
Pontus, a Samnite leader whom they executed.

In 293 BCE the Samnites finally capitulated,
although they never abandoned their hatred for
Rome. In a last push for security on the mainland
of Italy, Rome confronted Greek city states such as
Tarentum (modern Taranto), a rich city that owed its
wealth to its harbour and its traders.

When Tarentum attacked one of Rome’s allies, the
Thurii, and also took and sold into slavery the crews




Pyrrhus of Epirus

Pyrrous, the king of Epirus, was a warlike leader

whose experience was garnered as a commander

in major wars after the death of his cousin
Alexander the Great. He had great confidence in
his ability to defeat the Roman upstarts. In 280
BCE Pyrrhus landed at Tarentum in command of
an army of professional soldiers. He had 20,000
infantry and 5,000 cavalry, including 20 war
elephants. Despite having some semblance of a
professional army, Rome was still heavily reliant
on amateur militia and, all other things being
equal, no such army can defeat professionals.

Pyrrhus was victorious in battle at Heraclea,
but lost 4,000 men. In 281 BCE he sent a
diplomat, Cineas, to Rome to sue for peace.
Cineas was told bluntly by the blind senator
Appius Claudius to leave the city, as Rome would
never negotiate with Pyrrhus while he stayed on
italian soil.

The Roman army used hit-and-run tactics
against Pyrrhus’s troops. They refused to stand

and fight a pitched battle and harried the
opposing army on its flanks, its front and

its rear. Pyrrhus won a battle at Ausculum in
279 BCE but again lost many men. This time he
managed to arrange an armistice.

The military adventurer in Pyrrhus led him to
turn aside from the battle against Rome and to
attack the Carthaginians in Sicily. But in 275 BCE
he returned to attack the Romans at Beneventum
where his army was so heavily defeated that he
abandoned the campaign and his allies. He died
N Argos three years later in a street battle.

It is said that as he left Italy Pyrrhus prophesied
"How fair a battlefield | am leaving in Sicily for the
Romans and the Carthaginians.”

Above: The battle of Heraclea (280 BCE) when
King Pyrrhus of Epirus defeated the Romans.
Note the war elephants which caused havoc
amongst the Roman army. Engraving c.1630.

Right: A bust of Pyrrhus, the lkang of Epirus, who
led the forces of Tarentum against the Romans.

From Myth to Empire

A
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Below: Depiction of Hannibal and

his army crossing the Alps during
the Second Punic War.

of a Roman squadron of ten ships, war was inevitable.
Rome laid waste the area around the city and the
Democrat government of Tarentum called on Pyrrhus
of Epirus (319-272 BCE) for help (see panel on the
previous page).

The Punic Wars

Carthage, a city state that centred on modern Tunis,
was always a threat to Roman ambition and already
had an empire that stretched along the North African
coastline, through the southern Mediterranean and
up into Spain. It was a city with a long history and a
powerful past. Carthage controlled overland trade in
North Africa and sea trade from the Atlantic into the
western Mediterranean.

Carthage was ruled by a "Committee of 100"
whose influence was supreme. The city seemed
to be invulnerable. Yet the self-interest and self-

seeking of the ruling clique would cause the
downfall of the wealth and influence of Carthage.
Corruption, greed and the lust for power meant
that the military was never allowed to expand
beyond the control of the city’s oligarchy. They
feared their own generals would turn on them
and so they refused them enough funds or the
freedom to capitalize on their military successes.

Rome had to defeat the Carthaginian Empire if it
was to take its position as a dominant power in the
known world. The interests of the cities were too
closely connected for their empires to coexist and
three wars, known as the Punic Wars, were fought
between the two powers for supremacy in the
Mediterranean. The First Punic War lasted from 264
to 241 BCE; the Second Punic War began in 218 BCE
and ended in 201 BCE; and the Third Punic War ran
from 149 to 146 BCE.

When the two states came into conflict it was,
inevitably, over the ownership of the islands off
southern Italy, among them Sicily and Corsica,
which were under the heel of Carthage. The Romans
invaded Messana (modern Messina) in Sicily. Then,
in 263 BCE the Carthaginians concentrated a force
in the area of Agrigentum. The Romans besieged
their enemy with 100,000 men. Both sides suffered
from the plague and hunger, and after seven months
the Carthaginians cut their way out of the city and
abandoned it to the Romans who had lost as many as
30,000 men. In 259 BCE Carthage ceded Corsica to
Rome. Roman forces attempted to take the war to the
African mainland, but were beaten back.

Carthaginian quinqueremes (galleys) held
the power at sea. The Romans, who were not
experienced in naval conflict, built a navy to take
the war beyond Italy, which would mean taking on
the powerful Carthaginian fleet. In order to gain an
advantage at sea the Romans invented the corvus,
an ingenious 36-foot (12-metre) gangway the width
of two men with a sharp spike on its underside that
was slung from the mast of a ship. When two ships
engaged, the Romans lowered the corvus and locked
ships together while their soldiers poured across the
gangway into the enemy vessel.

Under Marcus Atilius Regulus, the Romans won
a decisive sea battle and destroyed 36 Carthaginian
ships. The way to Africa was now open. There they
were successful at first and won battle after battle
on the open plains. The Romans took 20,000 slaves
during this campaign.
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Rome proposed impossible demands for a peace
settlement, which left the Carthaginians in such
despair that they imported Xanthippus, a Spartan
soldier of fortune who had fought in the armies
of Alexander the Great. He turned the fortunes of
the Carthaginians at Clupea on the coast, where
the Romans were trampled under fearsome war
elephants and Regulus was captured. The Romans
had ceased to be a danger to Carthage on African soil
by 255 BCE.

Fortunes swung back and forth at sea, but in 249
BCE, towards the end of the period of naval battles,
the Carthaginian fleet trapped the Romans between
the shore and their vast and experienced fleet. The
Romans lost all but 30 of their 210 ships; 20,000
prisoners were taken, and then a second force was
swept away in a storm. The First Punic War came to

its natural end with both Carthage and Rome having
suffered grievous losses. They had fought themselves
to a standstill and from 241 to 218 BCE the two cities
stood down in what seemed to be an armed truce.

The Mighty Hannibal

The Second Punic War was a long-drawn-out
campaign. The battles were fought in Spain and
through the Alps and down into Italy. For much of
the time the Romans experienced the bitterness
of defeat after defeat at the hands of the mighty
Hannibal (247-182 BCE).

Hannibal had come into his own and the
centralized power in Rome was not able to respond
to the speed and ingenuity of this remarkable
Carthaginian general. He was beginning a career

Above: A Roman sea battle against
the Carthaginian navy in which
the Romans used their invention,
the corvus.
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that would confirm him as the greatest and most
innovative opponent the Roman army had vyet
confronted. In fighting against him the Romans
learned lessons that enabled them to forge an
invincible army in the future.

Hannibal made Cartagena the centre of
Carthaginian power in Spain. This was a break
for independence from his political masters in
Carthage. He began to push north as Rome tried to
use proxies such as the Saguntine tribe to harass
him. A messenger was sent to Hannibal to demand
reparation for the damage done so far. The Roman
was told there was no chance of that. It was either
war or peace.

[t was war. Hannibal made his first move very
quickly indeed. The Romans sent their most
powerful general, Publius Cornelius Scipio (236-183
BCE) to intercept him, but Hannibal had already
crossed the Pyrenees and was preparing to cross
the River Rhone. It is a truth that a good soldier
learns most from a sound defeat. The Romans were
about to experience it. The battles in Italy that led
to the Battle of Cannae in 216 BCE were lessons in
quick-thinking, swift movement and brilliant tactics,
which no Roman general would ever forget. By the
time Hannibal emerged from the Pyrenees he had
lost 40,000 infantrymen and 3,000 cavalry. It was
september and snow was falling when Hannibal
began to cross the Alps. Avalanches and hostile tribes
were a constant danger but Hannibal marched on.
In the ice and cold the cavalry suffered badly and
the infantry did not have an easy time. He lost many
more men and horses by the time he vdescended
from the mountains.

Hannibal always moved like lightning and this
time was no different. He gave his men a few days’
rest and then went into battle. At the Battle of Ticinus
In 218 BCE Scipio thought his troops could easily
beat an army that had just fought its way through
avalanches and attacks by local tribesmen. Scipio was
wrong. His army was defeated, he was wounded and
had to fall back on the River Po where he destroyed
the bridges and retreated to Trebia.

SCIp1I0 was now joined by Publius Sempronius,
who had been sent with reinforcements. It
was a decision driven by politics rather than
prudent strategy. Sempronius had no experience
of command 1n battle. Scipio understood war
and insisted that their position, defended by
the River Trebia, was secure. But Sempronius

From Myth to Empire

'In fighting against Hannibal the
Romans learned lessons that enabled
them to forge an invincible army”

was determined to attack and gain the credit
for defeating Hannibal. Confronting Hannibal at
Trebia, Sempronius could not have realized how
eager Hannibal was for them to attack him.

On a bleak December morning the Romans
attacked what Sempronius believed was a weakened
Carthaginian army. They came through the mists,
crossed the icy stream and instead of a battle-weary
and demoralized force they confronted a well-fed and
rested Carthaginian force perfectly deployed for the
battle. Hannibal wanted to fight. The Romans were
yvet again defeated.

At this moment the Romans chose yet again to
replace their commander. Gaius Flaminius was
a man whose policy had always been to get the
enemy on the run and keep him on the run. This
was all very well if the enemy was a horde of unruly
barbarians, but in Hannibal he was facing one of
the greatest tacticians of all time. Hannibal already
knew from his intelligence sources that his
opponent was given to rashness.

Hannibal moved into Etruria and Flaminius,
over-eager, did not see the trap that was being
prepared for him. It was sprung in 216 BCE by
Lake Trasimene. Hemmed in by mountains, on
the small plain close to the lake, the Carthaginian
army was drawn up on a slight rise. Hannibal
secretly sent his cavalry to the end of the pass with
orders to close it as soon as Flaminius had led his
army towards the plain and the lake.

The Romans came out of a light mist

and found the Carthaginian main
army on rising ground ahead of
them. Its flanks were exposed
to the enemy hidden in the
mountains. As soon as the
last cohort passed the
entrance to the pass,

they were attacked from
the rear by Carthaginian
cavalry. The Romans were
annihilated. The cavalry
sent as reinforcements were also
surprised and slaughtered.

Opposite: The Romans under
Flaminius and the Carthaginian
army led by Hannibal fighting at
Lake Trasimene (Spring 216 BCE).

Below: A bust of the great

Carthaginian general Hannibal
(247-182 BCE).




Ancient Rome

"The two Roman
commmanders agreed
to hold power on

alternate days!’

The next day the Romans were forced to surrender
after Flaminius died on the battlefield. It was a
disaster for the Roman army. The Battle at Cannae
came too soon for those lessons to be absorbed.

Despite his victories, Hannibal knew that he had
been weakened by these battles. He also realized
that his lines of communication were over-stretched
and that he was not powerful enough to take Rome i
by direct assault. But he was happy to harry and to 2
destroy the defensive confederacy that the Romans
had built around their city. He was also one of
the first propagandists in war. He kept his Roman
prisoners under harsh conditions, but sent home
those Italian prisoners who lived without the benefit
of Roman citizenship.

Hannibal headed into Apulia and was now a very
potent threat to Rome. The army the Romans now
put together to confront Hannibal was made up of
40,000 men in all. Again command of the Roman
army was divided, this time between Gaius Terentius
Varro, who had no experience of battle, and Aemillius
Paullus, a man of experience who was unpopular.
The two Roman commanders compounded the
problems of a split command by agreeing to hold
power on alternate days!

The Battle of Cannae was fought on an open plain
that favoured those on horseback and as Hannibal
had 10,000 cavalrymen he had the advantage there.
On the other hand, his infantry was half that of the
Romans. Cavalry was the key and any experienced

general would have made suitable changes in the
disposition of his men if faced by such a superior
force of horsemen. Varro did not have the experience
and determined to fight on an open front line.

The cavalry of both sides was drawn up on the
wings in the traditional formation with the heavy
infantry in the centre and the faster and more lightly
armed infantry to the front. Hannibal's instructions
were to draw the Roman troops deep into the centre
- a dangerous manoeuvre, as Hannibal relied on his
troops retreating slowly but still holding the Romans.

Opposite: Hannibal and his army with ox-drawn baggage carts are
led through a mountain pass during the Second Punic War.
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The Carthaginian troops retreated to an agreed
point and the Romans believed they had victory in
their hands. Then the Gauls and the Spanish, fighting
for Carthage, peeled off to the flanks and revealed a
new centre line of Numidian forces.

While the Romans tried to deal with this new
force, the Gauls and the Spanish regrouped and then
fell onto the Roman flanks. These were vulnerable
because a close formation like a Roman column is
only truly effective if it can break the ranks of the
enemy. Hannibal had made them believe they were
about to do just that. The Romans were surrounded
as Hannibal turned his cavalry loose on the Roman
rear. The defeat became a massacre. It is said that
50,000 died and 10,000 were taken prisoner. No
more than 10,000 men escaped the killing field at
Cannae. One of them was Varro.

In other circumstances and against another enemy
this would have destroyed the Roman Empire. But
the Romans were proud, unbowed, ambitious and

determined. They would learn the lessons Hannibal
taught them.

It would take 29 years for the Romans to dislodge
Hannibal and drive him back through Spain and to
Carthage. It would take another five years to pursue
him from Carthage, whose rulers abandoned him.
When he took refuge with Prusias, King of Bithynia,
he was 64 years old. He inspired such fear that the
Romans demanded he be surrendered to them.
Hannibal knew it was the end. He also knew that
he might expect a degrading death and he poisoned
himself in 182 BCE. So died the greatest tactician the
Romans ever confronted.

The Third Punic War ended with Carthage reduced
to rubble. Its people were sent into slavery and Rome
was triumphant; Carthage was no longer a threat.

From this moment the Romans were in charge of their

own destiny. Rome controlled the long peninsular
from the Po in the north to Sicily in the south. But
how was this emerging empire to be ruled?

Above: The end of Carthage. The
city is burned to the ground and
its whole population enslaved or

slaughtered. Copper engraving by
Matthaus Merian (1593-1650).

Opposite: The Battle of Cannae
(August 216 BCE) from an
illuminated manuscript by Jean
Fouquet (c. 1415/20-1477/81).
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here were three phases in the government
of ancient Rome:

The Kingdom: 753 -509 BCE

The Republic: 509 - 31 BCE

The Empire:; 27 BCE- 476 CE

For the first 38 years from its foundation,
the mythical kingdom of Rome was ruled by
Romulus (see page 17). As founder, designer and
builder of the city he exercised total control over
its government. When Romulus died he was
succeeded by Pompilius, who was said to have
given the Romans their law and their religion. His
successors consolidated the security of the city.

It was usual for the king to take advice from a
council of elders, which limited his power. The
king's position was not hereditary, instead he was
elected by a committee of 300 members of the
ruling patrician class - the original Senate. The
members of this class were representatives of
the various families and clans within the city. In
matters of state, the king referred to the Senate and
no change in law was valid without its consent.

In addition to the Senate there was what
might be termed a Supreme Court. The men of
this court had to agree with the king's election,
and were able to exercise the right of pardon if
the king allowed a prisoner to appeal against
sentence of death. As they directly represented
the ten tribes who made up the citizens of Rome,
they voted in blocks and not as individuals.

Opposite: A marble bas-relief of
a gathering of Roman senators.
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The plebeian class had no power and had to accept
what was handed down by the patricians, who had
the ear of the king. This began to change when
Servius Tullius, the legendary sixth king of Rome,
came to the throne in about 578 BCE. Tullius was
born into the plebeian class but married the daughter
of the fourth king, Tarquinius Priscius. He was
determined that the representation of the people
should be based on property and not on accident
of birth and he founded the Comitia Centuriata,

an assembly of Roman citizens that included the
plebeians. The changes he instigated precipitated a
revolt by the patrician families, who felt that their
power was threatened.

Tullius was eventually murdered. The conduct of
the remaining kings of Rome led to the monarchy’s
fall. Tarquinius Superbus, the last king, ruled as a
tyrant. His pride and cruelty, and that of his sons,
caused his downfall. According to legend, a virtuous
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Roman lady named Lucretia was violated by the

son of Tarquinius. She took the ultimate revenge,
gathering her relatives around her and stabbing
herself. Her family were forced to avenge her. The
people of Rome rose against the king and his family,
who had so abused their power, and they were forced
to flee from Rome. It was the end of the monarchy.

Family

Other institutions had also been growing in
importance during the period of Roman kings. Family
and the bonds of blood relationships were always
powerful influences on the development of law and,
in particular, of Roman life. In public matters a son
might be a magistrate and have power over his father
in this domain, but this was never the case within the
family itself. The head of a family had absolute power
over the private conduct of all members of his clan.

"The plebelan class had no power and had
to accept what was handed down by the
patricians, who had the ear of the king’

Above: A procession of senators
(and their wives) from a marble
altar frieze of the ninth century
BCE, which commemorates the
return of Augustus from the

Spanish Campaigns.

Opposite: The virtuous Roman
lady, Lucretia, dies honourably
by her own hand. A sixteenth-

century oil painting by Sodema.
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Ancient Rome

‘Brutus sentenced
nis own two sons to
death. It was his duty
as a Citizen of Rome

But there was always a sense of loyalty to the
state, something that can be exemplified by the
actions of a magistrate called Brutus. He had
to pronounce sentence on several patricians,
including two of his own sons, who were accused
of conspiring to bring back the tyrannical
Tarquinius. The charge was treason and the
sentence was laid down by law. Brutus sentenced
his own two sons to death. It was his duty as a
citizen of Rome. His paternal feelings had to be
set aside for the good and honour of the state.

The legendary kingdom of Rome lasted for
244 vears. The city now faced a period of great
institutional and constitutional change.

The Republic,
509-31 BCE

A key development at the start of the Republic was
that some of the regal power was passed to two
annually elected officials called consuls. At first the
only block to a consul's power was that wielded by
the other consul who could act as a check on any
excessive demands or laws suggested by the other.
Consuls were exclusively chosen from the ranks of
the patricians, although this changed.

In about 494 BCE the patricians agreed to the
creation of a plebeian magistracy. At first this
collegium of magistrates consisted of two men, called
tribunes, but this was later expanded to five. They
had great power, as they could veto the decisions of
other magistrates and were themselves untouchable.
Their defence of the interests of the plebeian classes
were almost sacred and they were a powerful force
throughout the period of the Republic.

The patricians attempted to keep control of
the power in the state but the plebeians became
organized and determined that the right to power
as a result solely of land ownership and wealth was
not conducive to equity before th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>