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PREFACE

In this volume we come to the transition from the archaic to the classical
period in the Eastern Mediterranean. It is marked by the major events by
which the Achaemenid empire of Persia came into conflict with the
Greek city states, events which brought the concepts of Greek and
Barbarian, freedom and despotism into the sharpest focus. But collision
did not rule out influence, before and after the two years, 480 and 479, in
which battle was most closely joined.

We begin by considering the geography and earlier history of the
Iranian uplands where the Persian empire originated; it is now possible
to do more than has previously been done in setting the archaeological
against the literary picture; in the process it becomes clear how little we
can say with confidence about the Median kingdom which Cyrus
overthrew. But Cyrus’ stature as a great leader can be more closely placed
in its historical context and more justice than usual done to his son
Cambyses.

That the empite survived for more than a generation was the work of
Darius, who rescued it from disintegration and gave it solid institutions
which carried it through the reverses sustained by his son Xerxes. The
Persepolis excavations and the new texts which they produce are now
making it possible to draw a picture of these institutions and their
attendant culture which is at least partly independent of the Greek
authors through whose eyes the empire has usually been seen.

The empire came to comprise many and varied areas, some with long
histories of their own, and the composite Chapter 3 examines the impact
of Persian rule upon them and what they in their turn brought to the
empire; these stories will be resumed in Volume vI.

While Persia’s empire grew in the last decades of the sixth century, the
city states of the Greek mainland were warring with one another and
incidentally gaining much experience of warfare on land and sea. By the
turn of the century two states were pre-eminent. One was a newcomer to
this position, Athens. Her prosperity under the long dictatorship of
Pisistratus and his sons provided the economic base for a daring
development towards a balanced and moderate form of democracy,

xvii
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xVviil PREFACE

devised by Cleisthenes. The citizens were inspired with enthusiasm and
vigour by the freedoms they enjoyed under their new constitution. They
defeated their neighboursonland, crossed the Euripus to win possession
of Chalcis and held off Aegina at sea. But Athens attracted only one
adherent, Plataea. The other great state, Sparta, was the acknowledged
leader of a large coalition of states. Her citizen soldiers had an unrivalled
reputation in set battle, and in the last decade of the century she revised
her method of consulting her allies in the coalition — so successfully that
she was at once acclaimed as leader by the states which decided to defend
themselves against Persia in 481 B.c. These developments are described
in Chapters 4 to 6.

The civilization which the Greeks were to defend differed radically
from the customs of the primitive tribal states of Europe and from the
older civilizations of the Near East and Egypt. Chapter 7 provides some
insight into the various aspects of this civilization: religious, political,
social, literary and philosophical on the one hand, and artistic,
architectural, economic and commercial on the other. It was the creation
not only of the Greeks of the mainland and the Aegean islands, but also of
the Greeks of the outer world, who had faced their own problems and
grown to maturity with remarkable speed. Indeed the Ionian states of
Asia Minor and their offshore islands led the way in maritime commerce,
the development of coinage, monumental architecture, practical engin-
eering and intellectual emancipation. Rational thinking, untrammelled
by traditional tenets and prejudices and insistent on attaining the truth,
was born in Ionia. The Greeks of the West laid the first foundations of
medical theory, practised dissection of animals and realized that the
human brain was the storehouse of knowledge.

The greatest contrast between the Greek city state and the Persian
state lay in the freedom of the individual citizen and his participation in
the making of political decisions. As long as the citizen of a Greek state
worshipped the civic divinities, he was free to believe in whatever god or
goddess he desired, but in his actions he was subject to the laws of the
state. Moreover, the citizen body was free to change those laws and to
conduct the foreign policy of the community. The Persian state, though
recognizing a multiplicity of divinities, accorded primacy to Ahura
Mazda, and his vicegerent on earth, the Great King, exercised absolute
authority over all his subjects in all matters of religion, law and politics. A
city state might aim to acquire some border territory from a neighbour.
The ambitions of the Great King were limitless. He claimed to be ‘the
King of the lands of all peoples’, and his aim was to bring all peoples
under his own dominion. Where he succeeded, his rule was not necess-
arily harsh. But obedience to his authority was to be unconditional, and
disobedience was punished with severity.
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PREFACE X1x

The contrast between Greek freedom and Persian authoritarianism
was accentuated when the Great King supported or imposed pro-Persian
dictators in the Greek city states which were within his empire. There
was a very real fear that such dictators had come to stay; for, although the
Scythians of south Russia eluded him, the Great King’s forces advanced
as far as Mt Olympus with very little opposition, and his ships sailed to
attack Naxos, in the centre of the Aegean Sea. It was now or never if the
Greek states of Asia Minor were to make a bid for their freedom. With
immense courage they rose in rebellion. In the end they were defeated,
but their rising was not in vain. For it showed to the city states of the
Greek mainland what principles were at stake and what weaknesses there
were in the war machine of Persia. So when Darius demanded their
submission, a majority of them refused and fought and won. They turned
back the tide of authoritarian rule, and they enabled the Western World
to shape its own future on the principles of individual enterprise and
political liberty. These epic struggles are described in Chapters 8 to 11.

The Histories of Herodotus of Halicarnassus in Asia Minor provide
most of the information available to us about the Persians and the Greeks
and the world of their time. Ever since he wrote some have regarded him
as the father of history, an honest enquirer and reporter within the limits
of the age; others have condemned him as simplistic, biased and even
dishonest. Judgements of him vary also according to the subject about
which he was writing. It is inevitable that the various authors who have
contributed to this volume express different evaluations of his history.
The editors have not thought it proper to suggest or impose an editorial
line.

In Part 111 we turn to the countries of the Western Mediterranean. The
early prehistory of these countries was described in Chapter xxxvir of
Volume 11, Part 2, and the transition from the Bronze Age to the Iron
Ageand the beginning of the historical period in Italy are described now
in Chapter 12. The centre of attention becomes Italy, which was destined
to play the leading role in the West, where the Phoenicians and the
Greeks were in competition with one another. The stimuli to progress
were provided by three enterprising peoples: the Etruscans, the
Carthaginians and the Western Greeks.

Our knowledge of the Etruscans, being based almost entirely on the
results of systematic excavation, has increased greatly since the subject
was treated in the corresponding volume of this history in 1926. We are
now in a much better position to judge whether this talented people was
indigenous to Italy or had come, as Herodotus believed, from the
Eastern Mediterranean. The study of the Italic peoples in Chapter 14 and
of their languages in Chapter 15 has made equally great strides, and it has
become possible to gain a firmer understanding of the Italic background
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XX PREFACE

from which Rome was to emerge as a city state of remarkable vitality and
administrative abilities. That emergence will be the subject of Volume
vii, Part 2.

The coming of Phoenician and Greek settlers to the Western
Mediterranean and the growth of their colonial foundations were
narrated in Volume 111, Part 3, and we resume the story when Carthage
had become the leading Phoenician state and the Greeks of South Italy
and Sicily shared the distinctive civilization of the Greeks of the
mainland and Asia Minor. The Phoenicians and the Greeks had been
rivals from the start of their history in the Mediterranean world, and that
rivalry reached a climax when Carthage invaded Sicily in the year when
Xerxes invaded the Greek mainland. The Phoenician cities made
common cause against the Greeks; but the Greek states weakened
themselves by internecine strife both in Italy and in Sicily. One result of
that strife was the establishment in many states of autocratic rulers who
took advantage of unsettled conditions and hired mercenary soldiers.
The rulers too fought against one another, and it was two of them who
invited Carthage to mount her invasion. But the invasion failed
disastrously. For Gelon ruler of Syracuse and Theron ruler of Acragas,
who were linked to one another by dynastic marriages, combined their
forces at Himera and won a resounding victory. The freedom of the
Greek states in Sicily was assured for what proved to be a period of
seventy years before the Carthaginians returned to the attack.

The scope of this volume differs in some respects from its predecessor
of 1926. The activities of Solon and Pisistratus are not included (they
figured in Volume 111, Part 3). We felt that if we began with the tyranny of
the Pisistratidae it would be easier to understand the interaction between
the expansion of Persia westwards and the awareness of an increasing
threat by the leading states of the Greek mainland. Since 1926 competent
histories of Greek and Latin literature and Greek philosophy have been
published, and we have abandoned the first edition’s practice of
providing separate chapters on literature and philosophy. Instead, we
have included the ideas of literature and philosophy in the chapter ot
chapters which describe the developing culture of each period in thisand
succeeding volumes. We hope thereby to relate the political and military
events more closely to their cultural background. The bibliographies of
the first edition were quite short. Much larger bibliographies are needed
in this volume in order to cope with the huge amount of scholarly
publication over the last sixty years. In some subjects such as the Persian
Wars in Greece we do not aim to be comprehensive, and we refer the
reader to the first edition for most works of the period before 1926. In
subjects on which less has been written it is possible to provide a fuller
bibliography. We continue our practice of including a map reference
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after a name in the Index, instead of compiling a separate index of names
in the maps.

Dr I. E. S. Edwards and Dr E. Sollberger helped to plan the contents
of this volume, and the present editors express their gratitude. The
editors are also grateful to Professor E. T. Salmon who undertook the
writing of Chapter 14 after the tragic death of Mt M. W. Frederiksen. He
wishes to express his thanks to Drs A. La Regina (Rome), Gabriella
D’Henry and G. De Benedittis (Campobasso) and A. Adamesteanu
(Lecce) for their help. We express our sorrow at the death of Dr C. M.
Kraay, and we are grateful to D. Nash and M. J. Price for revising Dr
Kraay’s section of Chapter 7. The typescript of the volume was already
with the Press, when we were deeply grieved to hear of the death of Dr
L. H. Jeffery. Dr J. D. Ray wishes to thank Dr I. E. S. Edwards and Dr
A. B. Lloyd for their advice, and Professor M. Ostwald wishes to express
his gratitude to Professor Homer A. Thompson for his help with
archaeological matters. We have received nothing but courtesy and
consideration from Miss Pauline Hire and other members of the Staff of
the University Press; and this has greatly lightened our editorial load.

Line-drawings have been included throughout the volume where
their presence was felt to enhance the text. Fuller illustration of the topics
covered here will be found in the Plates Volume to accompany Volume
v.

The editors have again to thank David Cox of Cox Cartographic Ltd
for the maps; and Marion Cox for preparing most of the illustrations
throughout the volume.

The index was compiled by Lucy Pollard.

1986 J.B.
N.G.L.H.

D.M.L.

M.O.
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CHAPTER 3/

SYRIA-PALESTINE UNDER ACHAEMENID
RULE

I. EPHAL

I. INTRODUCTION

In 539 B.Cc. Cyrus overcame Nabonidus, the last king of Babylonia; as a
consequence, Syria—Palestine fell into the Persian king’s hands, and thus
began the period of Persian rule in the history of these countries, a period
that was to last more than two hundred years. To the best of our
knowledge, Cyrus fought no battles in this region; neither was his
domination of Syria and Babylonia achieved in stages.! In view of the
way in which a transfer of imperial power is usually effected — a single,
decisive battle (sometimes two or three battles), with the administrative
system remaining intact and only the actual reins of government
changing hands — it is a teasonable assumption that Cyrus’ chief concern
was to ensure a decisive victory over Nabonidus in Babylon (where the
Persian king apparently enjoyed considerable local support). His success
in this enterprise made him master of a territorial complex which, under
the Chaldaeans, had extended ‘from Gaza at the border of Egypt (and)
the Upper Sea (=the Mediterranean) beyond the Euphrates up to the
Lower Sea (=the Persian Gulfy.2 Until 525, Palestine marked the
farthest limit of Persian rule; beyond Sinai lay Egypt. However, as a
result of Cambyses’ conquest of Egypt in that same year,? the entire
region west of the Euphrates took on a unique geopolitical significance
in the context of the Persian empire, which was to increase in time as the
conflict between the Persians and the Greeks gained momentum. Syria—
Palestine was now to be a vital bridge — both by land and by sea — for the
maintenance of Persia’s power in Egypt and for her struggle with
Greece, much of which took place at sea.

The area extending from the Euphrates to southern Palestine is
designated in the Eastern sources from the Persian period by the

1 Cf. B 267, 84-7.

2 B302,220,Nabonidno. 1.i 39—42; Cf. Nab.H;Bi42—4; Nab.H,A & Biii 18-20(B 270, 48, §2, 64).

3 Polybius (xvi.22a) lauds the heroism of Gaza: whereas all the cities had surrendered to the
Persians (not to Cambyses!), Gaza surrendered only after a siege. This information is not
corroborated by any other source.
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territorial term ‘Beyond the River’ (Akk. ebir nari, Aram. “@bar nahara’|
nah@rah, Hebr. “eber hannibar), which is Mesopotamian in origin. The
term also occurs in a Babylonian chronicle of the first years of Chaldaean
rule (the reign of Nabopolassar and the first years of Nebuchadrezzar’s
reign), and it is already used in Assyrian inscriptions dating from the end
of the eighth century and from the seventh.* Greek sources employ the
general appellations ‘Syria’, ‘Coele-Syria’ and ‘Syria and Phoenicia’.> In
Persian (or in Elamite) there is no special designation for Syria—Palestine;
when scribes writing in these languages had to refer to ‘the people of
Beyond the River’, they had recourse to the term ‘Assyrians’ (OP
ABuriya; Elam. Ai-fu-ra-ap).s

In conformity with the plan of this volume, this chapter will survey the
history of the region in the general context of the Achaemenid Empire —
from the standpoint of the imperial authorities. The detailed internal
history of the province of Judah and its neighbours in the Persian period
will be discussed in Volume vI.

The history of Syria—Palestine in the Persian period is extremely
difficult to reconstruct, primarily because of the paucity of our
information concerning the region — compared with the previous,
Assyrian period and, even more, with the later, Hellenistic period.
Moreover, what little information we do possess is unevenly distributed,
in respect of both territorial extent and chronological span: the Persian
royal inscriptions provide little if any data about the region; the Greek
historians describe Persian contacts with the Greeks in Greece, Asia
Minorand the Mediterranean, with all their references to Syria—Palestine
limited to the coastal strip; finally, the relevant biblical material deals
mainly with Judah, though touching indirectly upon her neighbours, in
the first generation of the Restoration (¢. 538~516) and the time of Ezra
and Nehemiah (second half of the fifth century). Archaeological
research, too, with its epigraphical and material finds, has focused
hitherto on Palestine and —to a lesser degree — Phoenicia. In the historical
picture derived from these data, most of Syria (up to the Euphrates) is
shrouded in almost complete darkness throughout the period surveyed
in this chapter (one might say that the beginnings of this ‘dark age’ date

4 Cf. B 320, 116; CAD E, 8.

$ The territorial extent of these three terms is identical in the pre-Hellenistic sources; see 8 507. On
the derivation Assyria> Syria, see B §05.

$ Compare the trilingual (Persian, Elamite and Babylonian) inscription from Darius’ palace at
Susa (DSf; on its different versions see B 110, 143; B 96, 3; B 175, 8). The fact that it mentions Mount
Lebanon as the source of the cedarwood brought to Susa indicates that ‘Beyond the River’ in the
Babylonian version is a primary geographical term, whereas the designation ‘Assyr(ians)’ in the
Persian and Elamite versions is secondary, necessitated by these languages’ lack of a special term for
the region in question. It is doubtful, therefore, whether anything can be inferred concerning the

administrative relation between ‘Beyond the River’ and Babylonia from the proximity of .48urd and
Babirus in the inscriptions of Darius I and in an inscription of Xerxes (XPh).
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back to the completion of the Assyrian occupation of Syria in the second
half of the eighth century); we have some basic knowledge of Phoenicia
and its city states; while events in Judah and the neighbouring countries
are relatively well documented. Under these conditions, our idea of the
political and military events that took place in the region, based on the
available written evidence, is meagre indeed. Nevertheless, the variegat-
ed information that can be gleaned from epigraphic finds in Palestine,
Phoenicia, Babylonia and Egypt, and from the Bible, illuminates our
picture of the empire’s administration and of the status of various ethnic
and demographic groups during the Persian period; various details of
this chapter can undoubtedly be applied to other parts of the Persian
empire.

II. OUTLINE OF POLITICAL HISTORY

By the time ‘Beyond the River’ came under Cyrus’ dominion, the
imperial system had already taken complete control of the entire western
part of the ‘Fertile Crescent’, a process that lasted more than 150 years.
Indeed, Syria and northern Palestine (the Kingdom of Israel) had been
absorbed into the Assyrian provincial system in the second half of the
eighth century. The semi-independent kingdoms in southern Palestine
(Judah and the Philistine kingdoms of Gaza, Ascalon, Ashdod and
Ekron) and Transjordan (Moab and Ammon), whose political existence
as vassal entities continued until the sixth century, were dissolved during
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign and they too were incorporated-iata. the
Chaldaean provinces (there are no records of the circumstances attending
the collapse of the Kingdom of Edom, but it must have occurred during
the Babylonian period). Only in Phoenicia did the city states of Tyre,
Sidon, Byblos and Aradus continue to exist throughout the Persian
period. It may well have been due to these specific political conditions —
the lack of ready-made political structures or of well-entrenched local
leadership cadres — that the region experienced few uprisings during the
Persian period. In fact, the only incontrovertible evidence for local
hostilities comes from Phoenicia, in the last generation of Persian rule.
Under these circumstances, it appears that the military and political
events known to have occurred in Phoenicia and Palestine during the
Persian period (as stated previously, we have no information relating to
other parts of Syria and Transjordan) are reflections of external
phenomena, much broader in scope, whose roots lie mainly in Egypt,
rather than independent undertakings of local elements.

The sources relating to Darius I - in particular, the Bisitun Inscription
— which report revolts and serious disturbances at the beginning of his
reign (522) in various parts of the empire (including Babylonia, Persia,
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Media, Elam and Egypt), provide no evidence of unrest in ‘Beyond the
River’. Concerning Judah, one may indeed discern echoes of messianic
hopes centred on Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel in Haggai’s prophecy
(2:20—3), given in the winter of ‘the second year of Darius’ (521),”
concerning that scion of the House of David, who was then serving as
‘governor of Judah’. However, these hopes never reached fulfilment. In
fact, it has been suggested that Zerubbabel’s disappearance from the
stage of history after 521 was due to his deposition by the Persian
authorities, who were concerned lest such authority entrusted to the
representative of a local dynasty inspire unrest, as had happened in other
districts of the empire.

In the year 487/6, some time before Darius’ death, Egypt revolted, to
be put down two years later by his successor Xerxes. Not long thereafter
Babylonia also rebelled, first under Bel-shimanni and subsequently
under Shamash-eriba. Xerxes, preoccupied with intensive preparations
for his great campaign against Greece, quashed the rebellion withan iron
hand, destroyed the city of Babylon and abolished its special status as an
imperial centre. In Ezra 4:6 we find a brief statement to the effect that ‘in
the reign of Ahasuerus (= Xerxes), in the beginning of his reign, they
{‘theadversaries of Judah and Benjamin’] wrote an accusation against the
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem’, presumably emphasizing the
seditious nature of the latter (compare the letter addressed to Artaxerxes
in connexion with the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra 4:12—
16). It has even been suggested that the passage in Nehemiah 1:2—3
concerning the ruined wall of Jerusalem and ‘the Jews, the remnant who
have survived the captivity’ — and possibly other passages too — hint at
anti-Persian activities in Judah in those critical years, activities that
forced the authorities to take stern action, possibly with the willing
participation of Judah’s neighbours.8 However, this suggestion is hardly
tenable, if only for the reason that the biblical passage in question seems
to be referring to an event much closer in time to Nehemiah’s arrival in
Jerusalem. The surviving sources are silent as to the influence exerted on
‘Beyond the River’ by other events in the Persian empire ~ above all, by
the failure of Xerxes’ great campaign against Greece, in which
Phoenician ships played a prominent part (see below, pp. 144, 156).

Phoenician ships continue to be attested in the struggles with Athens
which followed, at the battle of the Eurymedon (Thuc. 1.100.1), in the
Athenian expedition to Egypt (M~L 34), and in Cimon’s last expedition
to Cyprus in 450, when the Athenians fought the battle of Cypriot
Salamis against the Phoenicians, Cypriots and Cilicians (Thuc. 1.112.4).
The importance to the Persians of the Phoenician fleet is also evident

7 And not 520, the generally accepted date. On this method of calculation see B 478.
8 B 498.
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from the sarcophagus inscription of Eshmun‘azar II, king of Sidon. In
this inscription, Eshmun‘azar reports the annexation to Sidon of ‘Dor
and Joppa, the great corn lands in the field of Sharon’, which he had
received from the king of Persia (‘the Lord of Kings’) as a reward for ‘the
important deeds which 1did’ (KAI 14.18~-20). Opinions are divided as to
the precise dates of Eshmun‘azar II’s reign. According to scholars who
place him around the mid-fifth century, the inscription is referring to the
above-mentioned events in the 6os of that century. On the other hand, if
one dates his reign a few decades earlier, the reference to ‘important
deeds’ recalls the prominent role of the Sidonian fleet in Xerxes’ Greek
campaign (in 480), cf. Hdt. vi1.96, 99; vIir.67.

One clear piece of evidence shows an impact of Athenian imperialism
on our area. The gravestone of those Athenians of the Erechtheid tribe
who died in the first year of their Egyptian expedition — 460 or 459 ~
names among the places where they died Cyprus, Egypt and Phoenicia
(M—L 33). Nothing more need be involved than a skirmish at a landing
on a coasting voyage from Cyprus to Egypt, and it would be wild to
guess from the order of the names at a raid from Egypt up the Palestinian
coast. More substantial claims have been made from a weaker piece of
evidence. Craterus, the early third-century collector of decrees, quoted
the name of A@pos under the heading of ‘Carian tribute’ (K apixos $dpos)
(FGrH 342 F 1). That this is a reference to an Athenian tribute-list seems
certain, and there is something of a case for attributing it to an Athenian
assessment of tribute for 454.1° A Carian Doros is unknown, and some
authors identify this city with the port of Dor, south of the Carmel coast,
on the assumption that it served the Athenian fleet as an important
station ez route to Egypt to help Inaros (and perhaps also Amyrtaeus) and
during the fleet’s sojourn there. However, this hypothesis, based as it is
on toponymic identity alone, raises difficulties and should probably be
rejected, on the grounds that it implies a far-reaching conclusion,
namely, that the Athenians maintained a foothold for several years at a
point quite far up the Palestinian coast, in a hostile region, under
undisputed Persian domination and in close proximity to the main bases
of the Phoenician fleets.

The ‘Peace of Callias’ (449) debarred the Athenians from acting in the
Eastern Mediterranean, a provision that undoubtedly facilitated the
Persians’ control of Egypt, Cyprus and ‘Beyond the River’.

Hints of tension in Palestine during the reign of Artaxerxes I — but
before Nehemiah’s adventto Judah (i.e. between the years 464 and 445) -
may be discerned in Ezra 4:7—-23, concerning the letter of accusation
despatched to the king by Rehum the commissioner, Shimshai the scribe

9 Concerning the date of Eshmun‘azar II’s reign, see B 485; B 499.
10 ¢ 43,1 203~4, 483, 496, 11T 9~11, 174—7, 260—2; B 487; A 38, 420-1.
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and ‘the rest of their colleagues, who dwell in Samaria’; this letter
prompted the authorities to halt the building of the wall ‘by force and
power’. It would appear, too, that the text of Nehemiah 1:2—3; 2:3, 17
refers to the events of that period.!!

In the second half of the Persian period, particularly during the reign
of Artaxerxes II (404—358), the empire was weakened by strife both
within and without. The salient features of the history of ‘Beyond the
River’ at this time are Egypt’s independence (404—342, XX VIIIth to
XXXth Dynasties) and the extension of that country’s domain of
influence and military might in Palestine and Phoenicia, on the one hand,
and Persia’s abortive attempts to re-subjugate Egypt, on the other.

Full narrative is reserved for Volume vi, but various points relevant to
our general understanding of the region must be noted here. In the
attempt on the throne by the younger Cyrus in 401, the route of his march
—from the Syrian Gates at Mount Amanus to Thapsacus, where he was to
cross the Euphrates — led him past the palace and ‘paradise’ of Belesys
(= Belshunu, Bél-Sunu), ‘the ex-governor of Syria’ (concerning this title
see below, p. 154), which he destroyed (Xen. An. 1.4.10); mysteriously,
the immense army of Abrokomas (the new governor? his title is not
specified!?), the Persian commander in Phoenicia, played no effective
part in the campaign.!3

Once Egypt had thrown off the Persian yoke at the end of the fifth
century, it quickly turned its attention to Asia. In fact, it would appear
that the Egyptians seized control of the entire coastal strip of Palestine
and Phoenicia for a time. That this is the case follows from Diodorus’
account (xv.2.3—4) of the alliance between Evagoras, king of Cypriot
Salamis, in rebellion against the Persians, and Pharaoh Achoris (393—
380), in whose name Evagoras seized Tyre and other Phoenician cities,
and from inscriptions of Pharach Nepherites I (399—393), found at
Gezer, and of Achoris at Acre and Sidon.!* But in 373 we find Acre once
again under Persian control, serving as the main base for an attack on
Egypt by the Persian commander Pharnabazus (Diod. xv.41.3;? [Dem.]
§52.20). A further invasion of Phoenicia was made by Pharaoh Tachos in
361 (Diod. xv.92.3—5).

Under Artaxerxes I11 (359—338) there was a major rising in Phoenicia,
not surprisingly backed by Egypt. According to Diodorus (xvi.40—5),
the immediate cause was provocative behaviour on the part of senior
Persian officials towards the Phoenician delegates — natives of Aradus,
Sidon and Tyre — who had convened at Tripolis. The revolt was led by

"B oags, 313,

12 On the assumption that Abrokomas was the new satrap of Syria, see B 490, 311-17 [155—61].
13 For speculation about the role of Abrokomas’ force, see B 155, 373; B 824, 76-7.

4 B 870, 374, 382, 384.
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Tennes, king of Sidon, and Sidon’s wealth ensured speedy acquisition of
the mercenaries, ships, equipment and provisions necessary for the war.
The insurgents destroyed the ‘King’s Paradise’, set fire to the grain
stored for the Persian cavalry, and took vengeance on the offending
Persians. Artaxerxes eventually took the field himself. Tennes betrayed
the cause, and the Sidonians proceeded to seal off their besieged city and
set it on fire, together with themselves and their families. According to
Diodorus, 40,000 people died at Sidon and the king sold treasure-seekers
the privilege of searching among the ruins for melted gold and silver,
going on himself to a successful reconquest of Egypt.15 There is no doubt
that this story of the city’s destruction is exaggerated, since Sidon is
mentioned as a city of some importance when Alexander arrived in
Phoenicia in 332 (Art. Anab. 11.15.6, 20.1; Curt. rv.1.15ff).

According to accounts by late authors (Eusebius, Solinus, Syncellus;
and cf. Josephus, citing Hecataeus of Abdera, in Ap. 1.194), Artaxerxes
I11, on his way to regain Egypt, exiled rebellious Jews, some to Hyrcania
near the Caspian Sea district and others to Babylonia; he also subdued
Jericho. These data may well be connected with Tennes’ rebellion; if so,
they tell us something of its extent.¢

The political and military pendulum that swung back and forth over
the region for the last sixty years surveyed above could not but have left
its mark on the pattern of human habitation in Palestine and Phoenicia; it
therefore provides a major basis for interpreting various salient
archaeological phenomena. Thus, destruction levels in many cities along
the coast and'coastal plain of Palestine, dating in general to the years 400~
380, may be attributed to the Persian-Egyptian struggle for hegemony in
the area in those years.!? Similarly, the destruction evident at such sites as
Hazor, Megiddo, Athlit, Lachish and Jericho has been associated with
the Persian reaction to the revolt of Tennes.'® However, since our
historical picture of this stormy chapter in the history of Palestine lacks
adequate detail, one cannot accurately determine the circumstances
which brought on the destruction or the identity of those who wrought
it.

The last stage in the history of Persian domination of ‘Beyond the
River’, unlike the first, was one of major military activity. Although the
rulers of Aradus and Byblos surrendered to Alexander on his arrival and
the people of Sidon welcomed him with open arms, Tyre refused him
entrance and resisted a siege for seven months.

The war on Tyre was accompanied by military and political measures

15 _A4BC Chronicle g reports the arrival of Sidonian prisoners in Babylon, a