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Ma quell' lngrato popolo maUsno 
Che disceoe di Fiesole ab antlco, 
E t1eoe anoor del monte e deliJIIICi8no. 

DAND, 11\ferno, Canto xv. 

E oome 'I volger dcl ciel della luna 
Cuopre ed iacuopre i Uti sanza pooa, 
Coal far di Fiorenza Ia fortuna : 

Perche non dee parer mlrabil coea 
Cib eh' io tlirb degli altl Fiorentlni, 
Onde Ia fame nel tempo e tlll8008&. 

DAND, Paraduo, Canto xvi. 
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~ ot Utrecht-Demaadl et Italy-ADd ~.._,. or 
Aaltlla-" ~" (!ha to Al!ltriu lllella to l!plla, 81111 deeluecJ IDdl'rlllbW 
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Uld protest-JiolliDdoppoee4 to tbe IDj.u-l'lam Jll'OPOIIM bJ ,.__A111trla, 
Ill~, Bawrla, J:osluld-'lbe PriDce olotlojaDo'aclalm-'lbe pope'&-T)'nmlyol 
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FLORENTINE HISTORY. 

BOOK THE THIRD. 

CHAPTER I. 

FBOII JUY 1631 TO JANUARY 1111. --
REIGN OF ALESSANDRO DE' MEDICI, 

r1iurr DtTK& or n.oauroa. 

BY the exaltation of .Alessandro de' Medici to the dukedom 
Florence became an established hereditary principality ,'and 

must henceforth be spoken of rather in the name of A.D. 1181• 

her abllOlute sovereigns than as a self-acting com· 11&7 .. , . 
munity. We shall see nevertheless that for a while the pangs 
of expiring liberty worked with convulsive force, and still give 
painful interest to the last struggles of her citizens; it is there· 
fore a remarkable epoch, and perhaps one of the most exciting 

- portions of her history : it is the strife of young aspiring des· 
potism with antiquated liberty; the triumph of the former, the 
destruction of the latter, the tail of that hurricane in which her 
freedom perished. 

Note.-The principality of Florence md the OI'Uld Daehy of T-y now 
become little better thaD mere pronneea Uld 1- alllntereet u Ullndepeudent 
111ate, therefore the eeeular miaeellaueoaa chapter will henceforth be diaeon· 
tinued. u a separate portion of thi1 work, Uld ita couteuta be pu..Uy inter· 
WOYeD with the uanatift, 

VOL, V. B 

·. ~· 
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A prince who mounts the throne amidst broken vows and 
foreign arms, and who still relies for safety on their support 
after a war which has ruined and enslaved his country, may 
feign awhile but is not likely long to rule with justice or mode
ration ; he is the lord of others but a slave himself, ~e slave 
of them that put him there : a Sforza might by personal valour 
usurp a throne or hold it by right of conquest, and afterwards 
through inclination or policy govern well and wisely, for am
bition and just government ate compatible ; but an insolent 
and licentious youth· of a vindictive spirit and with wrongs to 
revenge, the evil offspring of an evil race ; thus mounting 
triumphantly on the neeks of his countrymen, had he been 
even of a milder nature than Alexander, could have no feeling 
short of tyranny. This prince was now about twenty years of 
age and began his reign with some of those flaring acts of 
poetical justice and generosity that dazzle for the instant and 
beget an ephemeral popularity ; but he had no honest sense 
of right : yet he was of a subtle genius and clear . decided 
judgment ; was personally brave, gave audience everywhere 
and often, understood business, was prompt and brief in its 
despatch, and it rarely happened that any person was refused 
a hearing in matters of importance. He was familiar and affable 
with the young; they shared his amusements and he joined 
their pastimes; he played at" Palla" and "Calcio" with them *• 
generally kept them to supper, and had an apartment in his 
palace constantly at their service whether he were present or 
not. His most intimate companions were Pandolfo Pucci, the 
two sons of Baccio Valori, Piero, Vincenzo, Ruberto and Leone 
Strozzi sons of Filippo, who had been his companions as boys 
and then treated him more like a fag than an equal : besides 

• The "Palla" was probably what time in great vogue amougat the Flo
is DOW called .. Pallom .. a very &II• reutiuea. (Vide DiM:oriO IOpf'O n 
cieut audwuanly game, aa old, it ia Gtuoco del " C'alcio ~." Del 
said, aa the Roman• : tho "C'alcio" Pf/4'0 Accademico ...tlUnlto. Giwati, 
was ur&rly our foot-ball, but more Fif'flflU, 1580.) 
acieutiflc and regulated, and at that 



ALEXANDEB J)UBE 08' I'LOBENCE. 3 

these were Giuliano Salviati, Francesco and Jacomo de' Pazzi, 
and lastly Lorenzo or Lorenzino de' Medici who afterwards 
murdered him. With all these he lived more as a companion 
than a sovereign, so much so as to alarm Clement who several 
times admonished him on the subject. For the graver business 
of state his principal counsellors were, after the Archbishop 
of Capoa's removal, Francesco Vettori, Ruberto Acciaiuoli, 
Matteo Strozzi, Ottaviano de' Medici, and Giovanni di Statis; 
originally sent to superintend the restoration of ecclesiastical 
property but afterwards retained in office; and lastly Filippo 
Strozzi who being only forty-three years old and addicted to plea
BUre united the employments of counsellor and boon companion 
to the prince. Filippo was supposed to be the richest private 
gentleman in Europe, extremely handsome, of a quick and subtle 
intellect and devoted to enjoyment; but, except Luigi Guic
ciardini the most nnscrupulous and decided advocate for the 
destruction of national liberty ; Luigi thus acted from a desire to 
efface the recollection of his conduct as gonfalonier in 15 2 7, and 
Filippo not only because he cared little for any principle of 
government, but also, as was believed, because onder a sovereign 
prince he would enjoy greater latitude in his pleasures ; or as 
Segni says, ''Live free from every tie, and more free from 
every law, both human and divine"*· The pope hated him, 
though so near a kinsman, for his and Clarice's conduct in 1527, 
but still made use of him; nor was he himself so much a.mbi· 
tious of power as of being the favourite of those who held it, in 
order to escape contributions and with less obstruction indulge 
appetites which neither age nor sex escaped f. 

In December Charles V. was attended at Mantua by -Alex
ander, and both of them joined Clement soon after at Bologna: 
the principal objects of this meeting were a league in defence of 
Italy, and also against the Turks who threatened to renew their 
attack on Austria, besides the convocation of a general council. 

• Begni, Lib ..... , pp. 325-6. t Varchi, Lib. m., p. 322. 

· oi- izodb,Google 
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The latter Clement would .not grant, nor yet give Catharine of 
Medicis in marriage to the Duke of Milan, which Charles de
sired in order to stop the contract then in progress between 
her and the Duke of Orleans. The emperor was desirous of 
renewing the league in 1 580 in such a form that he could leave 
Italy and especially Milan safe from any attack by France 
while he got rid of the expense of maintaining ap. army there*. 
Clement also desired this, but Venice was averse to a quarrel 
with Soliman while Francis I. angry and mortified was then 
inciting the Sultan to attack Austria, and soon after actually 
united with that power to the great scandal of Christendom t. 
He hoped to detach the pope by the marriage of Catharine, 
which was not 'directly opposed by Charles from a eonviction 
that Francis could never intend to conclude it, and the long
promised union of Alexander with Margaret his natural 
daughter was so far confirmed that in the following April 
she passed through Florence on her way to Naples where she 
was to reside until of a proper age, for she was no more th&n 
ten or twelve years old at this epoch but very beautiful :. 

On the first of October 1682, as if to annihilate even tht! 
inanimate machinery of freedom the great "Campana," that 
ancient bell, which had so often tolled the Florentine people to 
glory and to crime, was broken by command of Alexander lest its 
sound should ever again awaken the great national council! Yet 
thenumberofstrokes which had jarred on its brazen ring for Medi
cian parliaments might have secured a happier destiny if its known 
beauty, its excellence and antiquity had not been sufficient§. 

Francis I. with his accustomed duplicity while trying to con
ciliate the pope by a family alliance was through Luigi Ala
manni deceitfully promising great things to the Florentine 

• Va.rchi, Lib. siii., pp. 17-18-25. 
t Ibid., p. 25. 
: Segoi, Lib. vi., p. 21.-Ammirato, 
Lib. n:xi., p. 436.- Nerli, Lib. xi., 
p. 270. 
§ h weighed 22,000lb. Troy, and wu 

supposed to contain much silver in ita 
composition, which eome thought wu 
one of the reasons of ita destruction, 
but none was found. This is a trifto 
bot it marb the spirit of the time.
V arcbi, Lib. xiii., p. 9.-Segoi, Lib. •· 
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exiles in favour of liberty : these P!Omises arrested an applica
tion that some of them were about making to the emperor, and 
they soon after engaged in a conspiracy carried on through 
Count Rosso of Arezzo who was llubsequently taken and be
headed at Florence ; but the plot had no other consequence than 
to give Clement a pretext for still more cruel persecutions*· 
Towards the end of February Charles succeeded in renewing the 
. defensive league of Italy between the church, empire, the King 
of the Romans, and all the Italian states, Florence 
not being named through fear of her banking trade and A.D. lAS. 

other French commerce suffering, these being the only real 
ties that connected her with France. Money was deposited 
for the levy of troops by each confederate, and placed for that 
purpose only in two banks selected by Clement and Charles, Don 
Antonio de Leyva being nominated generalissimo. Charles 
then quitted Bologna and embarked at Genoa for Spain, after 
which Alexander who had accompanied him returned to Flo-
rence and the pontiff to &met. -

But while these things were passing a circumstance occurred 
at Florence which partially enlightened the young nobility by 
proving that they had chosen a master, not a companion, and 
thus sowing the seeds of future sorrow and disturbance. It 
was an ancient custom, !18 Varchi relates, when men of every 
rank and every age were less idle than in his· day ; when they 
were wholly devoted to letters, arms, merchandise, or some other 
useful labour, that during the Carnival in order to have some 
respite from business, some slight recreation and repose, the 
young men and especially the nobles iBSued forth in disguise 
with a large foot-ball, scouring the streets and markets, kicking 
it into the shops and stalls and against the backs and faces of 
the citizens, and this eo reckleBBly as to maketh em shut up 
their counting-houses and join from absolute necessity in the 

* Varchi, Lib. xiii., p. 16. 
t Segni, Lib, vi., p. 19.-Varcbi, Lib. xiii., pp. 25-7. 
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sport. This custom, continues our author, which can neither 
be blamed nor praised, like all_ other things degenerated into 
evil arid finally became a public nuisance ; for rushing forth 
in rainy weather under streaming spouts and through gutters 
of mud water and every sort of filth, they with nasty rags, 
and cloths dipped in dirt or whatever else . was near, slashed 
the faces and persons of all they encountered, soiled and over
set the merchandise exposed for sale, put the green-market . 
into confusion, and generally ended their revels by doing 
an infinite deal of mischief. Latterly they gave previous 
notice of their visit by sound of trumpet, 110 that the tradesmen 
were prepared wid withdrew their most costly goods from such 
revellers ; but they sometimes violated even the sanctity of 
churches, pursuing their victims up to the very altar without 
shame or reverence ! Such was the practical wit of the young 
Florentine nobles in the sixteenth century. 

About Christmas 1532 a bevy of these young men led by Vin
cenzo and &barto Strozzi issued from their father's palace and 
without the accustomed signal rushed straight into the Mer
cato N uovo the Calimala and Mercato Vecchio, dashing down 
and destroying everything, some even availing themselves of 
their disguise to carry away rich and valuable merchandise. 
This was of itself out of all reason, bu~ to make bad worse they 
overtook and insulted Francesantonio Nori one of the supreme 
council and a member of the "Otto di Balia ;" an aged and 
distinguished citizen who ought to have been exempt from 
such outrage. But Nori was not of a temper to. overlook 
this insolence ; mocked and dirtied be 'at once assembled the 
"Otto" and representing to them the danger and injustice of 
allowing these excesses tlspecially in the duke's absence, im
mediately issued an order for the young men's arrest and 
punishment. Many were accordingly taken up, and amongst 
them the two Strozzi, who presuming on their ran_!t and conse
quent impunity took no pains to conceal themselves: Their 
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brother Lione the Prior of Capua met and would have rescued 
them but wSB pel'Soaded not to do so by the officer who had 
them in charge : Filippo, who o.t the moment happened to be 
away from Florence, insto.ntly hurrying back endeavoured w 
~ it as a mere juvenile frolic, and after some time when hie 
lf8'8Dt8, had quieted the sufferers, who (such was his popularity) 
aclmowledged no loss although he offered ample compenso.tion; 
_the prisonel'8 were releo.sed on condition of making good any 
damages that might afterwards be clo.imed against them. TW. 
responsibility for bad behaviour and eecape from severe ebastise
ment were so unusual amongst Florentine aristocrats that the 
Strozzi boiled up with indignation against government and too 
late discovered the real weight of that yoke which they had so 
easily shouldered*· 

The mannel'8 of Alexander now became daily more licen
tious, the popularity he ho.d fil'St gained by attention ro businese 
and a rigid, prompt, and to a certain degree impartial adminis
tration of justice, was fast weo.ring away among the citizens, 
but he still ple8Bed the populace by shows games and a sort 
of rustic familiarity. Always fearful of hie position he built 
a small fort on the Arno near the Porta di Giustizia, nominally 
to receive the seized arms, but really as' a place of shelter 
for himself in case of revolt ; in May however be began to dig the 
foundation of a regular citadel, now the fort of San Giorgio the 
fil'St stone of which was laid in July 1584, and putting a strong 
body of workmen to the task finished it with great rapidityt. 
To support him if necessary against the citizens of Florence, 
he reorganized the rural militia with exclusive privileges and 
diminished taxation, and afterwards extended it to the cities of 
Cortona Arezzo Montepulciano Volterra and Pisa, thus making 
partisans of subject towns by exalting them above the metro
polis. Pisa was especially and deservedly favoured, _ for she 
bad been much trampled on by the republic ; the convenience 

• Vlllllhi, Lib. 'lUil., pp. 20-25, t Ibid., 'Lib. ldv., pp. 60-85. 
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of her site for commerce and agriculture was appreciated, and 
her unmitigated detestation of Florence was no small recom
mendation to the Medici : besides this his soldiers lived in 
disorder and impunity, nor could justice be obtained against 
any individual either of the garrison or ducal household*. 
Every means 'were used to crush the spirit of the people, even 
the citizens who had supported his family with the sacrifice of 

· their character and country were insulted and rebuffed ; they 
had immolated liberty on the altar of a tyrant, yet could not 
brook the tyranny, nor worship the loathsome image which 
they themselves had set up. 

Guicciardini in his government of Bologna was aloof from 
the evil; Baccio Valori thought himself slighted and his 
aervices not sufficiently rewarded by the presidency of Ro
magna, wherefore he too began to hate Ciement and became 
patriotic; Filippo Strozzi was not left long unmolested ; his 
popularity riches and influence were too great to be tolerated by 
a prince who notwithstanding all his power and dignity scarcely 
equalled him in public opinion and was far inferior in taste and 
magnificence. Yet Alexander's expeniles were necessarily great; 
they swelled even beyond the revenue, which by fresh imposts 
was augmented to 400,000 florins in order to meet them. At 
first he assisted with some regularity at the council board, but 
soon got tired and carried away by pleasure and the Strozzi, 
for Filippo was ever devising 8ome new entertainment, he 
ended by appointing a deputy and rarely attended in person. 
Under so agreeable a master as Strozzi he ran madly round Flo
rence, and with all his dissolute companions plunged into every 
debauchery : not contented with what is falsely called legiti
mate indulgence of passion he outraged the most noble fami
lies, and even scaled the convent walls to dishonour their trem
bling inmates. No place was safe from his violence, nothing 
impervious to his lust; like Phaeton he seemed to set every-

* Gio. Batista A.driani, Stor. disuoi Tempi,Lib. i0 ,p. 7.--Begni, Lib;-.i.,pp.S-6. 



ALEXANDD Dtl'D or ft.OBEKCL t 

thing in a blaze, and like him too, he fell for hie temerity : 
extravagance and dieeipation inftamed the town ; leute, dances, 
revels ; suppers eoeting from 600 to I 000 6orine each, IDID 

and woman, youth and damsel, were mingled in one wild ecene 
of shameless immorality I And as il to compensate themeelvee 
for recent miseries, for {amine plague and war, all Florence now 
seemed melting under the lascivioos glances of this Moorish 
tyrant and his Bacchanalian crew I Night alter night resounded 
with such entertainments at which Aleunder 1988 invariably 
present and known although masked, and commonly attended by 
L'UnghMo his chamberlain along with Giomo da Carpi another 
minion, both of his own age and educated along with him from 
infancy. There were lew in the city that would not have per
formed anything however disgraceful to please these favourites 
who with Piero and Vinceozio Strozzi, Giuliano Salviati, and 
Pandolfo Pucci, were continually at his side urging him onward 
in that wild career that so demoralised the Florentine youth of 
both sexes. Pucci, Ridolfi, and Averardo de' Medici, ran far 
beyond the rest in all this extravagance but as each wild com· 
rsde strove madly for his prince's favour, secret heart-bum· 
ings, bad blood, and smouldering hatred soon sprouted amongst 
them and generated serious political changes which affected the 
final destiny of Florence *. 

Yet amidst all this thoughtless extravagance public affu.ire 
were not entirely neglected : the senate and councils still con· 
tained a number of grave able and experienced statesmen who 
though mainly ruled by self-interest nevertheless looked to the 
due administration of government and the alleviation, as far 
as suited their own objects, of general misery and public 
grievances. Fines long due for arrears of taxation were lor· 
given and defaulters relieved from the penalties of the Specchio ; 
the "Mounts" or public funds and the ordinary tax of the 
Decima which depended greatly on each other, as well as the 

• Segni, Lib. Yi., p. 19. 
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"Arbitrio," an imposition connected with both, were arranged as 
usual at the beginning of the year in March, but with more than 
common attention to nominal justice and impartiality as well 
as to individual suffering during the war. It would be as need· 
less as uninteresting to enter into all these details, but as the 
Decima has been frequently mentioned some account of that 
permanent and important tax may be necessary, more especially 
as regards its connection with the public funds*· 

Anterior to the year 1427 all taxes both ordinary and extra
ordinary were imposed on the persons of the citizens, not on 
their property : the consequence was that the poor and middle 
classes bore all the burden while the rich and powerful escaped 
by the favour of those in t>ower. This as has already been 
shown, created discontent and finally occasioned an income and 
property tax called the " Cataato." And because the payments 
thus exacted were permanently settled at ten in the hwi.dred 
on a clear income, it was ultimately called the " Decima." This 
occurred in 1494.1) up to which period the principle of the 
Catasto was more or less adhered to as the acknowledged rule 
of ordinary taxation t. By the popular government of that 
day it was decreed that the " Gravezze" or ordinary taxes 
should be inflicted on real property alone, to the entire exemp
tion of industry and interest of funded property : that the real 
property of all " Sopportanti" or tax-payers, should be registered 
as subject and tributary to the municipality of Florence for tlie 
payment of ordinary taxes, whoever might eventually'become 
its owner: that sixteen citizens should be appointed with the 
authority previously held by· the officers of the Catasto, to 
make a valuation of such property and the revenue it produced 

1' To those who are curious about ~ni jlM al &colo :ni. (Lirbofla e 
such matters, we would recommend .Luccal765),cuwellcuJ7ai'Cki,(LibrQ 
Pagnini's elaborate work on the Deei- xiii., pp. 34 to 48.) 
Ill&, in 4 vola. 4to, entitled " Dell<~ t Pagnini della Decima, tomo i00 cap. 
.Dedma e ddle altre grat~UU, della ii0,-Varchi, Lib. xiii., p. 36, 
Moneta, e della Mercatura de' Jli,o-
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to the owners : that these possessions should be arranged in 
four classes, namely ; citizens; Oontadini or country gentlemen; 
ecclesiastics,. and charitable institutions ; and a miscellaneous 
class besides of those who paid no taxes either in Florence, ita 
county, or its district. That any fraudulent return made by 
the owners should subject them to a confiscation of the whole 
property, and one-tenth of each person's income arising from 
such sources was to be paid annually into the exchequer as a 
permanent impost ; but no movable or funded property, or in
come arising from daily labour or industry of any kind wu 
thus taxed ; nor was any man personally taxed by the commis
sioners. Domestic habitations were also exempt from the 
Decima ; all necessary disbursements from which the owner 
received no income were deducte~, and previous to levying any 
contributions on ecclesiastical property the leave of each " Su
pericw" was to be demanded*· Notwithstanding this prohibition 
of any tax on industry some heavy expenses oooasioned by the 
Pisan war led in Hi08 to another burden called the "A.rbitrio" 
which was imposed on all conjectural gains from industry, esti
mated annually ; this was a pure income-tax which continued 
until 1559 when Cosimo I. abolished it a~ little profitable and 
ezlremely unjust; because it afforded an opportunity of indulging 
t1te bad pasBions 6n'ff!l and animority of thou who had the eati
aation of it; and full of errors because entirely conjectural f. 

The formation of " Monti" or public funds V arehi dates as 
early as 1222 ; 1224 ; and 1226 !. for even at those periods the 
government bad recourse to loans, and so productive we may 
suppose the trade of Florence to have then been that they could 
effect none under twenty-five per cent. I The book in which 
these loans were registered was called the " Libro de' Bette 
llilioni" and its duration was forty years, at the end of which 

• Papini della Decima, tomo i0, cap. :): V archi seems to be the only an thor 
ii., p. 39. who givea theee inatitutione ao early a 
t V udli, Lib. xiii., p. 37. date. 
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time the public debt was liquidated. About a century after, the 
same operation was repeated at eighteen per cent. and a stock 
called " Il Mont6 d8' quattro Milioni " established, which in 
1836 was with other public debts, both principal and interest. 
formed into a consolidated fund called the "Monte Oomum," 
with the same interest. This lasted until 1343 when new 
wars and new expenses made new debts, and to so great an 
amount tlmt the whole were then gathered up into one "Mount" 
at five per cent. and lasted until 1434 when a variety of finan
cial regulations to pay off some of this debt were promulgated. 
After this several stocks were formed of three, four, and seven 
per cent., but the average interest in 1 683 was six and three
quarters. On the transfer and sale of this funded property, 
the Decima was apparently charged and deducted by the 
officers of the several "Mounts " previous to payment; hence 
there was a constant connection between the annual reformation 
of the Decima and public stocks, more especially as they affected 
the payment of young people's portions which were almost 
universally invested, or rather made to accumulate at a rapid 
rate in the funds by virtue of certain regulations for the pur
pose of facilitating public loans. But as it sometimes happened 
that the government was short of money to pay the interest on 
the national debt the most opulent citizens were selected as 
directors of the "Mount" in order that such deficiencies might 
be supplied by loans from them on the mortgage of certain 
branches of public revenue for their reimbursement. 

The result of the Senate's deliberations was more regulated 
payments and a better system in the management of public 
finances which had been greatly shaken and disordered by the 
recent war; a considerable amelioration in the condition and 
liabilities of public defaulters from the same cause ; new support 
and encouragement of commerce manufactures and agriculture, 
which had equally suffered ; and a general attention to the 
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immediate necessities of a bleeding and exhausted people •. 
The currency too was somewhat altered, for about this period 
almost all the European mints began to relinquish the coining 
of golden florins and to substitute the "crown" of a lower 
auat in their place ; the former being a little more than 28f 
c:ara.ts; the latter only 22. The result was a thorough drain 
of the Florentine gold market ; wherefore on 7th November 
1533 that mint also assimilated its coinage to the rest and the 
market was replenished. Hence the promiscuous use of ducat, 
crown, and florin, by subsequent authors even when speaking 
of anterior events. 

Clement VII. had achieved the infamy of conquering Flo
rence, of destroying her liberty, and of reestablishing his 
family as absolute princes of the fallen state ; but knowing the 
nature of her citizens; turbulent, seditious~impatient of control ; 
always eager for chimge, and not yet broke into the hand of 
despotism, he feared again to lose her on the first favourable 
occasion for revolt. He also dreaded the increasing number of 
Alexander's enemies both open and concealed, and feared that 
his own death would be the signal for a more active and dan
gerous outbreak than could be prudently ventured upon while 
he lived. The loss of wealthy England by the Reformation also 
preyed on his purse and spirits, for he was of a sordid mean and 
timid nature; and not satisfied with the exiles, incarcerations, 
executions and wide-spread calamity which he had so remorse
lessly inflicted on his unfortunate countrymen, nor with having 
so relentlessly disarmed and crushed the people, he sought for 
additional security in the fortress already mentioned, in the 
consummation of Alexander's marriage with Margaret of Austria, 
and of Catharine of Medici's alliance with Henry Duke of 
Orleans second son of King Francis I. Although fearful of 
Margaret's engagement failing if that with France were com
pleted, yet presuming on the emperor's desire to retain him, 

• Lettere di Principi, vol. iii., foslio 114.-V archi, Lib. xiii•, PP· 34 to 48 
Uld 61. 
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Clement continued his negotiationa, brought them tD a suc
cessful conclusion in August, and immediately sent Catharine 
wtth great pomp to Nice under charge of Filippo Strozzi and 
'Maria Salviati mother of Cosimo de' Medici: Clement himself 
followed in September, carefully avoiding Florence, and early 
in October met the French monarch in the former city. Strozzi 
ostensibly to honour him was created Nuncio, but Clement's 
real object was his removal from Florence where his influ
ence wealth popularity and extensive connexions caused much 
suspicion : the high rank and distinction of this family, 
Strozzi's numerous children ; the four eldest of which from the 
slight difference in age he used to call his brothers ; his fasci
nating qualities, though veiling enormous vices, and his sin
gular talents for winning men's affections gave him exceeding 
influence. Yet he despised morality and mocked religion, even at 
the pontiff's table ; he moreover revelled in sensuality, and in 
commerce seems to have been rapacious and unscrupulous : but 
though in morals a libertine, in religion a scorner, and in politics 
a traitor to the liberties of his country all WaB so studded over with 
wit, grace, and personal elegance ; agreeability of manners, ap
parent generosity, social freedom, and public magnificence, that 
defects in him seemed graces, and vice itself a sort of idiocratic 
virtue peculiarly belonging to his station. Clement never for
gave Strozzi's conduct in 1527, and the following event made 
him believe that Filippo desired to get rid of his favourite 
Alexander. Alessandra de' Mozzi wife of La.mberto Sacchetti, 
born of and married into a noble family, but poor arid not cor
rect in her moral conduct, entertained at various times both 
Filippo and his son Ruberto Strozzi as her favourites, and 
afterwards the duke himself. Anxious to preserve Alexander's 
affections she urged the palace cook to mix a love potion in his 
food which she foolishly believed would accomplish her wish 
because a similar charm, as she thought, had succeeded with 
1\ former paramour. This immediately transpired, the unfor· 

oi- izodb,Google 
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tuDate lady was instantly dragged from home by Giomo d& 
c.pi and the Unghero, carried blindfold to the ducal stables 
in the Piazza San Marco, and there tortured lor three suc
cessive days to discover whether Filippo or his sons had 
persuaded her to the attempt; but nothing could be forced 
from her except the simple truth, a desire of securing Alex
ander's affections by the philter. 

Through the exertions of his friend Alessandro Vitelli 
Filippo was saved from arrest and the affair concealed from him, 
eo that he departed with Catharine of Medicis and proceeded 
to Marseilles in her nncle John Stuart Duke of Albany's 
squadron entirely ignorant of the transaction *· 

Florence being completely governed even in the most inaig· 
nificant matters by Clement, Alexander had full leisure 
for ~pation cruelty and debauchery : the winter A.D. l&M. 

was spent in banquets dances and masks where the most 
beautiful women wore collected to allnre the Duke, and at one 
of these an incident occurred which eventually severed every 
tie between the Strozzi and the Medici. AB it was the 
beginning of serious historical and tragical events and is a 
striking example both of Florentine manners and the mode 
of administering justice, a full relation of the cireUlllHtances 
may be interesting. Louisa Strozzi the daughter of Filippo, 
and wife of Luigi Capponi in addition to all her father's {asci
Dation was beautiful and virtuous, she was therefore a constant 
guest at every entertainment and was especially invited to a Lal1 
and supper given at the Duke's request by Guglielmo Martelli 
on his marriage with Marietta Nasi. The Duke and his party 
appeared in. masks and amongst them Giuliano Salviati his 
principal favourite, a man of infamous reputation whose wife 
almost rivalled her husband in the affections of his master. 
This minion choosing to persecute Lo1risa Strozzi during the 

• Gionm'batiata Adrialli, .lat. di auoi Tempi, Lib. i., p. 9.-Segni, Lib. Tt , 
pp. 2~29. 
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evening with the most presumptuous insolence both in acts and 
language, received a haughty and indignant repulse. Nothing 
abashed by this, when the ball had finished which lasted until 
broad daylight, and Louisa as was the custom bad her palfrey 
brought to return home, be insisted on seeing her mount, took 
that opportunity of repeating his insulting words and actions 
and was again indignantly rebuffed. The affair however passed 
off for the moment and would have blown over altogether if 
Giuliano had been content with thus insulting one of the 
most exalted and virtuous ladies in Florence, and held his 
tongue. But it so happened that at a public religious spectacle . 
he ventured to hold light discourse about Louisa in the hearing 
of her brother Lione Strozzi, a knight of Saint John of Jeru
salem and prior of Capua. 

On each Friday in March the church was accustomed to 
grant pardon for every sin to all who should penitentially 
visit the two temples situated on the heights of San Mi
niato, one being then held by the monks of Monte Oliveto, 
the other, Sli.D Salvador, by the Franciscan friars. To these 
two sanctuaries on such occasions crowded almost all the male 
and female nobility of Florence. The sharp-witted. trades
folk taking immediate advantage of this concourse always 
covered that beautiful bill with stalls, booths, and shops of every 
description and full of tempting wares and merchandise, which 
attracted numerous groups, especially of ladies on their return 
from absolution, and these in their tum drew forth more nume
rous assemblages of idle youth to flirt and trifle during their 
descent towards the town. In one of these groups stood Giuliano 
Salviati and Lione Strozzi, just at the moment when Louisa and 
a party of friends happened to be descending the bill on her re
turn to Florence. On seeing her Giuliano began openly to brag of 
the liberties be had pr~ously taken, and probably, says Varchi, 
of many more than he ever ventured upon ; and finishing by 
a loud assertion in the coarsest language that be would 4ave 
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her one way or the other. On hearing this insolence Lione 
stepped up to him and said " Giuliano, I know not whether 
you are aware that Louisa Strozzi is my sister "? To which 
Sal'riati replied he knew it well, and added in the same in
decent strain, that women were made for men and be would 
ba'fe her at any rate. Lione returned n0 auswer; but a few 
Dighta after Giuliano was found bleeding in the street from two 
deep wounds, one in the face and the other in the leg, which 
I.t iamed him for life. On bearing this Alexander became 
furious, instantly went to see him, bad much discourse, left 
him, repeated the visit with additional discussion, and then 
pobliely asserted that Giuliano did not know whom his assail
ants were, but two were tall and one a little man. A close but 
aasuooessful search was then made to discover the culprits ; 
Tommaso Strozzi and Francesco Pazzi were imprisoned on 
aaspicion because the latter was tall, the former short, and 
both intimate friends of Filippo's family. These two gentle
men were rigorously examined by the " Otto di Balla" without 
any ctiseovery ; on the contrary Pazzi showed by the testimony 
of many that at the very time Salviati was hurt he was aupping 
with Lorenzino de' Medici, and Tommaso proYed that be 
also was following his amusements far away from the scene of 
action ; they were neverth~ detained in prison and all 
believed them and Piero Strozzi to be the real culprits. 
Ale:under, who wished to see Piero imprisoned and all three 
questioned by torture, got rid of the prisoners' importunity and 
atrected to leave everything at the magistrates' disposal by at once 
1'8tiring 1o Pisa. Strict injunctions were nevertheless given to 
the " Otto di Balia" about discovering the authors of this out
rage but still in vain : the cry in Florence now rose high 
egainst Piero and the two priBQners, whereupon the former, 
who had accompanied Alexander, told him that being so maligned 
he wished to retUrn and justify himself before the " Eight" at 
Florence. The duke drily advised him to do so if be could, 

VOL. T. c -· 
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because he might be assured that the offenders whomsoever 
they were should be most severely punished. Piero was of a 
bold and generous disposition and went voluntarily to prison, 
not so much from anxiety to clear himself, as to save his two 
friends from torture ; for being more suspected than they and 
perhaps knowing more of the matter, .if he were left unrortured, 
as he expected on account of his rank and influence, they could 
scarcely be so dealt with. He was accordingly confined in the 
apartments of the captain of the guard and soon had a visit 
from the formidable Chancellor of the " Eight" Ser Maurizio 
of Milan. This man with an unwonted and unnatural mild
ness endeavoured to elicit some sort of confession from him but 
seeing all in vain left writing materials on the table and quitted 
his presence. It was the Florentine cusrom in those days, 
when any citizens of distinction were to be examined in prison 
for state crimes, to afford them these means of making a free 
confession which occasionally though not often spared the 
question·by torture. But Piero Strozzi instead of writing the 
history of Giuliano Salviati's adventure wrote a sonnet in abuse 
of Ser Maurizio and sent it at once to the " Otto " the most 
dreaded tribunal in Florence. Such was the power of rank 
and wealth over law and public authorities! The magistrates 
indignant at this insolence wer$l divided in opinion; one part 
being for the immediate application of torture according to 
Alexander's wishes, to which they said more respect was. due 
than to the rank of Piero Strozzi : others considering the 
numerous friends and kinsmen of Piero coupled with his own 
great and rare personal qualities, declared that such an outrage 
would convulse all Florence, and more especially because thef 
were not in possession of sufficient evidence to authorise tJ1e 
application of torture ; neither was the cause of that import
ance which would justify such a course against a man like 
Strozzi on evidence so slight and doubtful; and after all, said 
they, this was nothing more than the case of a private citizen 
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like the rest having been wounded in a by-street, not in a 
church or public square, or in the Mercato Nuovo; 80 that it 
was more than sufficient to have detained a man of such 
quality in prison for 80 many days as they had done and were 
still doing on 80 trifling a matter *. 

Many more days were consumed in such discussions without 
any result; at last it was resolved that Bartolommeo del Troscia 
one of the Eight but of very low family, should go and examine 
him : Troscia accordingly entered at once into a formal investi
gation of the facts and so enraged Piero that he returned 
haughty language in reply ; this naturally brought out all the 
offended pride of official dignity, and assuming- a much less 
respectful· tOne than at first Troscia not only failed in extract
ing oy information but worked up Fiero's temper until with 
a scornful tone he said, that at the termination of office 
he would lle only"Bartolommeo Troscia, but Piero would be 
·Piero Stro.zzi still. Unable to manage him the magistrste 
retarned to his colleagues and reporting ·what had happened 
threw them all into their former confusion : more time past and 
nothing was done; whereupon Piero overcome by pride anger 
and impatienoe wrote them another sonnet in derision, praying 
for dispatch, because he was neither born amongst the dregs of 
the populace nor· yet a man to be so maltreated, for " he was 
no clown or clodpole." All this trifling finally terminated in 
an order from Clement to release every prisoner and let the 
affair blow over ; yet a belief in their guilt genelally prevailed 
until some time after when Pazzi was fully exonerated and the 
Prior. of Capua, a far more likely culprit, substituted; but the 
truth was never known ; Piero all his life denied his own par
ticipation, and strange to say, Salviati after the duke's death 

• The :Mereato N110T0 was the great ~ts ; of little consequence in tbem
meetiug plaee of the merchants, the selves if not done publicly and to the 
aelwlp in abort; and the morality interruption ofbuainees. The euhange 
of the day aeemed to consider crimea wae therefore inviolable. 
like _.;nation u we do indecent 
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declared publicly that it was Aleunder himsel£ who wounded 
him; nay he even became so intimate with the Strozzi. as often to 
sleep in the same bedchamber as Lione, a thing which the latter 
was much blamed by his friends for allowing. The snger and 
disdain of all the Strozzi against Alexander was now plainly 
shown, and when they saw Giuli&Do again about and carrying 
arms by ducal leave, both they and Pazzi became alarmed 
for their lives, fully believing that Aleunder and Giuliano 
sought to despatch both Filippo and Piero, and that Alamanno 
Salviati, a cousin who had acquired much fame in arms, would 
be employed to accomplish their revenge. They managed 
to convince the latter of their innocence, but not feeling safe in 
Florence Piero demanded permission of the duke either to bear 
arms like Giuliano Salviati for self-defence, or quit the city. 
The latter was accorded on the supposition that Piero wonld not 
immediately depart and that he therefore might be despatched by 
Giuliano or some other person beforehand ; but Piero feeling 
his own insecurity, immediately took ~t horses and without a 
moment's delay, accompanied by Francesco de' Pazzi, placed 
himself in safety with Baccio V alori in Romagna. Filippo and 
his remaining sons soon followed, and subsequently repaired 
to Rome where they remained until Pope Clement's death gave 
them an opportunity of joining the exiled citizens and finally 
breaking forth into open hostility*· 

During these occurrences Clement had been busily urging 
on Alexander'~ marriage and had nearly brought everything 
to a conclusion when death prematurely closed the negotia· 
tion. Previous to leaving Nice he had discoursed much with 
Francis about the affairs of Italy, showed that monarch the 
errors of his system of invasion which had consequently 
always failed against the Spaniards in Lombardy; exposed 
their plan of defence and the mode of baffiing them ; and 

* Segni varies somewhat from Varcbi p. 9.--Segni, Lib. vi., p. 39.-Varcbi, 
in his account of this transaction, but Lib. xiv., pp. 66 to 78. 
aubstantiall7 agreea.-Adriani, Lib. i0 0 
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concluded by strongly urging another war agaiost Charles. 
with the immediate invasion of Milan. · Tbe conquest ol that 
duchy by France he believed would facilitate the marriage or 
Aleunder and ~ and he had no objection 8(IBin to 
deluge Italy with blood for this pwpose ; besiclee Florence 
would be more secorely held by that duke if the two peat 
transalpine powers were balanced, than by leaving all Italy under 
the imperial sceptre. The rivalry between Naples and Milan 
'jii'Owd force both to court Florence and eooaequently Clement 
himselt, and thus bring about the marriage : it might besides 
as he thought, be advantageous .for Italy whioh doomed by self· 
division to a foreign master would thrive better ander two con· 
fiictmg powers than one predominant tyranny •. Such was hia 
reasoning. Yet to this tyranny Clement had mainly contributed 
for the purpose of reestablishing his own more odious one ; and 
now he coolly 8.l'l'IU188d a new war .and invasion of hia native 
oountry to overthrow the smallest and confirm the greatest of 
these evils ; for the despotism of Charles at least kept Italy in 
peace and fell mainly on princes, while that of Alexander en· 
.Javed and demoralised a nation. Clement had never ratified the 
emperor's sentence of arbitration by which Reggio and Modena 
had recently been restored to Alphonso Duke of Ferrara: he 
never would acknowledge those places as belonging to any state 
but the Church, and henoe an uuceaaing correspondence had 
.been maintained under a simulated aspect of mutual benevo· 
18Wle when hatred rankled in the heart of both, for Alphonso 
was striving to mitigate Clement's feelings and induce him 
to give up those cities while the pope secretly watched for 
some unguarded moment to pounce upon them. Seeing how· 
ever the eagerness of Alphonso's courtship he determined to 
avail himself of it in favour of Alexander and induce hlm to 
banish all the Florentine .. FIJ.()nucitl" or emigrants, exiles, and 
rebels, from hia states where they had congregated in great 

• Van:hi, Lib. xv., pp. 55-66. 
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numbers especially at Ferrara and Modena. Guiooiardini and 
Baooio V alori, two worthy instruments though the latter. was 
now alienated from Clement, were employed to expedite this 
cruel business, and a reciprocal treaty was concluded which 
expelled the exiles of Ferrara from Florence Romagna and 
Bologna, and those of the latter states from Ferrara. The 
Florentines were thus driven forth at ten days' notice by public 
proclamation as " Thieves," " Assassins," and " person. of 
sharTUJjul and wicked life." This produced much misery, 
but after a spirited personal remonstrance to the duke they 
indignantly departed; yet more in pity than in anger, for 
Alphonso had previously protected them and now as he 
said acted only from necessity*. Such vindictiveness instead 
of securing Alexander only concentrated the scattered rays. 
of indignation into a smaller focus and enabled his enemies to 
act with greater energy against him. The prolongation and 
local changes of exile in 1533 were productive of so much 
misery to the unfortnnate victims that sooner than remain 
most of them determined to brave all the consequences of 
being declared rebels ; but to diminish these they first endea
voured to make false sales and mortgages of their property in 
Florence and so prevent its confiscation. Their design was soon 
penetrated and on the fifteenth of May 1534 a magistracy 
called the " Uficiali de' RibeUi" composed of four members was 
created to investigate with inquisitorial rigour the particulars 
of every sale of property by exiJ,es and rebels, and those about 
to be declared rebels, and to cancel them all as invalid ; and a 
law was also published forbidding any citizen while under a 
citation from the " Otto di Balia" to make any transfer or con
tract of his property ! 

Public calamity had so decayed industry of every kind in 
Florence that the minor arts' corporations could no longer 
bear the expense of their establishments : the government 

• Varchi, J,ib. xiv., pp. 78-8 •• 
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availed itself of this to reduce the whole body to a more 
simple and less costly form by incorporatiDg the fourteen 
miDor trades in four, and thus ridding the city of much expense 
confusion and complexity of law and punishment ; for the same 
erime was visited differently in the magisterial courts of different 
trades and by this the ends of justice were often defeated*. 

Public feeling was severely tried at this time by an "A.ocatto" 
or forced loan, with BSBignments both for principal and interest 
on branches of revenue already mortgaged, and though made 
on other pretences its real object was to meet the expeD868 of 
that citadel destiDed to lie so heavy on the FlorentiDe neck in 
confirmation of existiDg slavery. The first stone of this fortress 
was laid on the fifteenth of July, according to the directions of 
Friar Giuliano Bonamici of Prato the most famous astrologer of · 
his day, and the new taxation followed on the twenty-ninth ; but 
Clement lived not to see it completed, for in the midst of his 
cruel and culpable designs he was seized with one of those 
slow fevers so common at Rome which lasted with slight inter· 
missions from June to September; on the twenty-fifth of which 
month in the fifty-sixth year of his age and the eleventh of his 
reign he was summoned before that tribunal where God's mercy 
alone could have given him any hopes of escaping condemnation 
Pope Clement VII. died unregretted even by those nearest to 
his person ; deceitful, avaricious, cruel, and heartless, he had all 
the bad without any of the redeeming qualities of his race : he 
was able, acute, aild clear-sighted as a statesman, but weak and 
unsteady in his resolutions, and never by any chance sincere. 
He was detested by the Romans as the author of all their 
ealamities, and by everybody else as one of the basest men and 
worst pontiffs that ever wore the sacred seal of the fisherman t. 
• Leggi e :&ndi di Toecana, Proviaione 
17 tb Lnglio, 1534. 
t Ammir&to, Lib. xui., p. 429.
Nerli, Lib. xi., p. 273.-Adrlaul, Lib. 
i., p. 8.- Cambi, pp. 137-142.-

Nardi, Lib. ix.-Guicciardlni, Lib. :r.x.1 

cap. x:r.xviii. - V arcbi, Lib. :dv., PP• 
85-88.-Segui, Lib. vi., pp. 41-42.
W e here take leave of Guicclardiui and 
C&Dlbi, but are aupplied by Adriarii, 
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Arter Clement's obsequies the cardinals assembled in con
olave on the fourteenth of October and immediately elected 
Alessandro da Famese Cardinal of Ostia who assumed the 
:qame of Paul III. Clement had strenuously recommended this 
choice which coupled with his great age and cunningly assumed 
infirmity the election was quickly accomplished. His known 
hatred to the Medici attracted all the scattered exiles to Rome 
when with Cardinal Ippolito as a centre they discussed the .afliUrs 
of Florence. Ippolito detested his cousin, and it was said once 
endeavoured to blow. him up with gunpowder in the Casa 
Pazzi where he was a frequent visitor to the Marchioness of 
Massa sister·in-law to Giovambatista Cibo Archbishop of .Mar
seilles, whom he was by some believed to have engaged in the 
conspiracy*. The fact seems true, but Ippolito's participation 
very doubtful, and V archi who is both blunt and scandalous 
makes no such accusation t. Angry at losing Florence he 
at once assumed a patriotic tone in favour of liberty, bo' 
the exiles knew him, and made use of his anger against 
Alessandro as a means of destroying both ; nor were they 
without other supporters : Filippo Strozzi together with the 
Cardinals Gaddi, Ridolfi, and Salviati, each from private pique 
or injury now openly joined them. Giuliano Soderini who had 
been invited to Rome by the pope from his French bishopric of 
Saintes also united heart and hand against the tyrant ; and 88 

be was one of Paul's bosom friends a powerful array of ecclesi
Mtical prinees gave more spirit to the ~use without blinding the 
exiles about the real views. of their allies, especially as they one 
&Qd all agreed to the destruction of Alexander; except perhaps 
Antonfrancesco degli Albizzi who having become intimate with 

while Segni and V archi flow on in full 
etream, and Ammirato, though draw
'ing to a concluaion, yet taken in con
junction with the elder Ammirato be
comes almost a cotemporary author. 
* Varchi, Lib. xiv., p. 137.-Platina, 

Vita di Paulo m., p. 528.-Ammirate, 
Lib. xxxi., p. 430. + It would seem more likely an act 
of jealousy than anything elee ; beaidea 
the dates differ, and Varchi places n 
in August; Segni some monlha before. 
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many of the imperial court and aooght ita protection, wu 
wary in his pei'BOnal opposition to that prince : oor wu he leu 
decided against a coalition with thoee churchmen or any 
others who had supported Clement in his evil deeds, aod 
was moreover inclined to act alone in fayour of the common
wealth by means of his perBOD&l influence*. 

&ccio V alori lost his place at the accession of Paul III. aod 
returned to Florence but afterwards attached himself aecredy 
to the exiles, as well from mortification at Aleuader't neglect 
and a coosequent failure of suppliea for his owo extlaYapuce, u 
from a proposed marriage between his aooPaulaotooio aod Mad
dalena Strozzi. Filippo't daugbtert. Paul Ill. being bent oo 
nepotism warmly encouraged every e&rt agaioat the Medici, 
whose grandeur interfered with his views ; he eYeD teared 
Ippolito from Rome for a seatOD by his meDICel and inaulta 
although that cardioal had been one of hit warmest aod IIIOH 
effectual supporters. ComplaiDiog that Clement had cheated 
him out of ten years' pontificate he ootwithstandiog his great 
age and affected debility enjoyed fifteen years of that aacred 
dignity though expreesly chosen to make a speedy vacancy I 
Such a character did oot fail to seize 011 so generous a pretext 
as the restoration of Florentine liberty to promote its objects 
for vice is ever prompt to tteal the cloak of Yirtue : thu he 
fanned the flame against Alexander who retnrned it by pre
venting him from filling up a tingle Yacant benefice in the 
Florentine territory t- This was the state of faction outtide 
of Florence ; within, some additional amelioration was silently 
proeeeding amidst the tumult of those princely pleasures which 
leaving Alexander no time for business threw eYerything on 
graver statesmen. Reforms favourable to the poor were effected; 
abuses were rectified in civil law-courts; a better choice of 
magistrates was secured, the tenure of office by deputy pro-

• V art' .hi, Lt'b. xiv, pp. 100 and 130. 
t Ibid., p. 92.-Nardi, Lib. x., p. 2joi. + Van:bi, Lib. xiv., p. 98. 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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hibited, a board created to stop if possib]e the rapid decay of 
trade and manufactures in Florence ; and another to 

A.D.ll35. ameliorate the still miserable condition of all the rural 
districts*· 

While Alexander was sharply watching the exiles they re
paired to Rome in considerable numbers supported by friends 
and·r.e]atives throughout Europe, especia11y France, for they were 
generally poor and destitute t. AiJ a preliminary step Galiotto 
Giugni, Salvestro Aldobrandini, Jacopo Nardi, Paulantonio So
derini, LorellZo Carnesecchi and Luigi Alamanni (who being in 
France was replaced by Dante da Castiglione !) were elected 
as the " Procuratori" or managing committee of the defunct 
republic, and forma11y confirmed in this office by al1 the fugi
tives in France, Venice, Rome, and every other country where 
Florentine exiles were to be found§. By these it was settled 
in conjunction with the cardinals that a deputation should wait 
on the emperor at Barcelona but in separate bodies, because the 
cardinals who remained with Clement during the Florentine 
war, or those who were closely related to the Medici; Ippolito 
himself; and above al1 Filippo Strozzi the great counsellor of 
Alexander's establishment as Duke of Florence; could scarcely 
now join in the complaints and remonstrances of those very 
exiles whose misfortunes they had mainly caused. Two sets 
of deputies were therefore despatched which uniting in three 
general points left al1 details to the instructions of their several 
constituents. 

Giugni, Soderini, and Antonio Berardi for the exiles ; and 
Lorenzo Ridolfi, Piero Strozzi, Giovanmaria Stratigopolo and 
Bernardo Salviati for the cardinals, were instructed to demand 
the restitution of Florentine liberty, the deposition ofAlexander 

• Lettere di Principi, vo1. iii., folio 
114.--V..rchi, Lib. xiv., pp. 101-4. 
t Nardi, Lib. x", p. 2.51. 
:): There is n diacrepancy between 
V archi ud Nardi, the latter maklaf 

Antonfranceeco and J ar.opo degli Al
bizzi, father and son, meru bera inatead 
of Castiglione and Soderini. 
§ Nardi, Lib. r>, pp. 242-243. 
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and substitution of Ippolito, and finally the establishment of 
a popular council of one or two hundred citizens, so as to 
replace Florence in the same state as it was in the beginning 
of 1530. Ippolito's agent at the imperial court bad orders to 
join in these demands ; and the other deputies were generally 
instructed to implore the protection of Clll8&r agaiust a man 
whose tyranny exceeded the bounds of everything but his 
cruelty and licentiousneBS. A recent event added force to their 
supplications ; but .whether really implicating Alexander as 
Segni positively 888erts, it is now more easy to believe than 
authenticate. 

Louisa Strozzi. as already remarked was noted for her ex
cellent qualities; her beauty had inflamed the passions of 
Alexander who made such proposals as aroused a proud in· 
dignant spirit and he was answered as he deserved. A few 
nights after, she supped with her sister Maria the wife of 
Lorenzo Ridolfi and was almost immediately convulsed with 
spasmodic pains in the stomach which carried her off in two 
hours. V archi says that it was the act of her own relations who 
sacrificed her as Virginius of old did his daughter, lest their 
family honour should be tarnished by royal villany! These SUB

picions brought more infamy on the already odious reputation of 
Alexander yet, according to the above author, it by no means 
followed that he meditated this li.olence. Segni on the con· 
trary 888erts that the instrument of Alexander's revenge was 
Vincenzio Ridolfi ; but this man's brother Giorgio had only a 
short time before been stabbed by the hands of Alexander him· 
self through jealousy in a love intrigue, nnd both of them had 
been his companions from childhood. Such was the state of feel· 
ing and moral sentiment in the court of-Alessandro de' Medici*! 

These two cases were cited amongst many others, by Fiero 
Strozzi. and Lorenzo Ridolfi, to the emperor at Barcelona, who 
was implored to withdraw his countenance from a monster that 

• 8egDi, Lib. rii, pp. 6.5-66.-Varebi, Lib. xiv., pp. 104·106. 
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exceeded Phal&rus of .Agrigentum in cruelty, and out-did all 
the abominations of every other tyrant*. Charles V. was always 
much influenced by Andrea Doria and the latter begged bard 
for Florentine liberty, offering to make a league between Genoa, 
Florence, Lucca and Siena which would secure Milan without 
any expense to the emperor who should be its chief. The 
latter was slow in resolve, bui once having made up his mind 
he rarely altered, and being on the point of embarkation for 
Tunis coolly promised, amidst some general and equivocal 
expressions of love, peace, justiee, and good government, to 
consider the question on his arrival at Naples which took place 

~ fall six months later, in November 1636f. 
The general and unsatisfactory character of this reply t while 

it cast a gloom over the others, particularly irritated the im
patient temper of Ippolito who determined to pass over to 
Africa himself and plead his own cause before Cmsar as a 
confederate, but failing to ruin the more fortunate Alexander, 
it was said that he meant to reconcile himself with him by 
means of the emperor §. Whatever might have been his real 
motive for a visit to TUDis both he and the exiles thought that 
they could make use of each other for their own purposes and 
he was elected their chief with a council of six citizens to attend 
his commands, the latter bearing secret orders to obey him 
only as long as he was true to the cause II· 

The Cardinal Ippolito arrived at Itri in the kingdom of 
Naples towards the end of July where he was joined by Fran
cesco Corsini, Niccolo Macchiavelli, Antonio Berardi, Dante da 

* Segni, Lib. vii., P• 62. 
t Muratori, .Annali. 
:; The reply of Charlet in tbe original 
Spanish ia given in the hitherto in
edited tenth Book of Nardi's ·History, 
which has been compiled from various 
insulated MSS. (of which tbe author 
of tbia work has one) by the praise
worthy labours of Lelio .Arbib, and 
added to the recent and handsome 

edition of tbat history, printed at Flo
rence in 1838-1841, in 2 vola. Nardi, 
aa a prominent aetor in this ecene, aa 
a friend of rational liberty, and aa an 
old experienced man, deserves great 
attention about all these tranaaetiona. 
§ Nardi, Lib. x., p. 257. 
II Ibid., pp. 257-262.- Varcbi, Lib. 
xiv., PJl• 123-128, 
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Castiglione, Bartolommeo Nasi, Bartolommeo Popolescbi, and 
Giovacchino Guasconi on the part of the e:riles, by whose rank 
llld numbers (for many others accompanied them) he expected 
to make a more magnificent and imposing appearaDee beCore 
the emperor*. While at Itri making preparations for his 't'Oy&ge 

he was a frequent visitor to the beautiful Julia Gonzaga wife of 
V espuiano Colonna Count of Fondi to whom he was attached t: 
after one of these visits he was suddenly taken ill on the 
118C01ld of August 1585 amd in a few days after died believing 
himlielf poisoned notwithstanding a declaration of the physicians 
that his death was caused by one of the common intermittent 
DWSh fevers of the country, nnattended by poisonous symp
toms. It is said that the exiles were much pleased at his d&
eease which lessened the detested family by one, and therefore 
rendered it less dffiieult to rid themselves of the other, little 
knowing what a sobstitute 'WII8 preparing for them in the youth
ful pet'80Jl of Cosimo, then scarcely seventeen years of age ! 
Dante da Castiglione and Berlinghere Berlingheri died with 
like symptoms the next day and most of the Florentine escort 
not long after : Ippolito suspected his butler Giovan Andrea da 
Citta di Castello but ordered that no inquiries should be made: 
Alexander's friends accused the Pope of doing this deed for the 
purpose of enriching Cardinal Faroese with Ippolito's spoils; 
some attnouted it to the bad air in that unhealthy place and 
season ; yet the manifest signs of poison destroyed this opinion 
in the mind of others and strengthened that of Duke Alexan· 
der's crimiDality which was equally entertained; but there is 

• Vuclli, Lib. nv. pp. 127-8. 
t The fame of this celebrated beauty 
who was also Duchess of Trajetto, 
- 10 great as to tempt the famous 
corsair Barbaroaaa to land two thouaand 
meu, acale the walls of Fondi, and 
attempt to take her off as an ofFering 
to the sultan. She etcaped almost 
tUed and barofoot ; but the miserable 

.. 

inhabitants suffered. (Vide Murotori, 
Annali, Anno 1534.) 
:1: Segni, Lib. vii., p. 84.-Ammirato, 
Lib. i., p. 430.-Paulo Giovio, Lib. 
:unv., p. 388.-Adriani, Lib. i., p. 
10.-Muratori, Anno 1535.-Platina, 
p. 528.-Nerli, Lib. ni., p. 278.
Varchi, Llb. xiv., p. 130. 
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no certainty. Alexander was capable of anything and had more 
reasons than Paul for wishing his cousin in heaven, yet Giovan. 
Andrea was liberated from the Castle of Saint Angelo without 
any public examination and went immediately to Florence 
where he was received at the ducal court according to his 
·station; after some days he retired to Borgo San Sepolcro and 
was there murdered by the people. The strongest evidence 
against Paul III. and that most in favour of Alexander is the 
libe.ration of this man, who at first owned himself culpable; for 
had it been by Alexander's command, so bitter an enemy as 
Paul would have pursued the investigation and published the 
duke's guilt while he himself enjoyed its fruits in the distribu-
tion of Ippolito's rich benefices*· · 
· Ippolito's death did not affect the movements of Alexander's 
enemies but increased his own precautions: on the· emperor's 
arrival at Naples Salvestro Aldobrandini was despatched by the 
former to ascertain how he was disposed, and after some unpro
mising interviews a more favourable report determined them to 
send Filippo Strozzi, the three cardinals, and a large body of the 
most distinguished exiles to court, where Charles had already 
summoned Alexander on a promise of replacing him safely in 
Florence.t They formed a cavalcade of about thirteen hun
dred horse, aud rode from Rome under every precaution against 
the wiles of Alexander who it was believed would leave no 
means unattempted to destroy them, more especially the Strozzi. 
He on the other hand although sensible to the danger of quit
ting Florence at such a moment determined to obey; wherefore 
mounting three hundred lances of his body guard well armed 
with corselets and arquebuses, and accompanied by youngCosimo 
de' Medici with a numerous and brilliant suite of .Florentine 
gentlemen, amongst whom were Francis Guiccia.rdini, Robert 
Acciaiuoli, Matteo Strozzi,andBartolommeo Valori, the most able 
men of his party, Alex.ander left Florence on the twenty-first of ' 

• Varehl, Lib. xiv., pp. 132·136. t Ibid., p. 138. 

• 
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December and suddenly appearing in Rome rode straight to the 
pontifical palace where having occupied the· stairs and entrance 
to the pope's apartments he appeared in the presence chamber, 
reverently kissed Paul'sfoot,and then retired to the Villa Medici 
without the town whence he departed next morning for Naples*· 
There he was received. well, but neither were the exiles without 
friends; both Granville and Francisco Coves the emperor's 
priucipal ministers besides many others, almost all purchased, 
were in their favour, and the reception given them by Charles 
himself, whether feigned or otherwise, raised their hopes of 
ultimate success especially as Margaret's marriage was now 
no longer a pledge of his friendship with Clement; above all 
they relied on the improbability of that princess being given to 
a man so infamous. But Charles's guides were ambition and 
self-interest not honour and morality : these and religion were 
with him as other monarchs of the age; names, not substance: 
be detested the very shadow of popular government, and that 
oC Florence more deeply than· all because it had uniformly 
adhered to France and.attacked the very kingdom, nay the very 
city where he now sat in judgment upon its scattered remnants. 
Besides he was already on the point of war with that crown and 
therefore more likely to be swayed hy the interested devotion 
of one whose welfare must necessarily depend on him alone, 
than on those many and discordant minds whom he still believed 
to be devoted to his rival. Antonfrancesco degli Albizzi was 
named as orator, but he was wary, did not like openly inveighmg 
against Alexander by whom he with Doria's aid soon after had 
his rents restored: he feigned illness, and ultimately declined 
the honour of being his country's advocate. This task con
sequently fell on old Jacopo Nardi the historian, who after many 
mortifying excuses and delays on the emperor's part, suddenly 
met him in the antechamber while going to mass; all the exiles 
then fell on their knees before him and ~tually barring his pas· 

• Segni, Lib. vii., pp. 116-87. 
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sage addressed him with much energy and pathos before the 
whole court, beginning with the brokeu capitulation of Florence 
and ending with the cruelty, depravity, and tyranny of Alexander. 

A deep feeling of commiseration and general sympathy 
affected the audience : even Charles himself let some warmer 
expressions escape amidst the judicial coldness of his answer, 
the result of which was that judges would be named to hear 
their cause when formally reduced to writing. Tips was instantly 
done, and answered article by article in the space of eight days 
by Guicciardini who fairly objected to Filippo Strozzi, Ridolfi, 
and Salviati, Clement's ablest abettors in establishing the 
existing Florentine constitution, now bristling up against it and 
pretending to be patriots : all three prelates had remained anti 
acted with that pontiff during the siege and therefore could not 
now honestly blame its consequences : he moreover argued that 
there was a large body amongst the exiles who were not state cri
minals but felons condemned by the laws of their country; outlaws, 
and others who had fled from legal punishment; ·none of whom 
could justly demand that notice which was due to the political 
exiles in this appeal. He then artfully proceeded to prove that 
the capitulation was never signed by either Charles or Clement: 
that it was nevertheless unbroken; that the beheaded citizens 
were punished for crimes unconnected with it, and that the 
Florentines were still free I Some charges against Alexander 
were superficially excused as youthful sallies; others denied, and 
his irregularities thrown back on the Strozzi as chief promoters 
of whatever might be reprehensible in that prince's conduct. 
To the particular though numerous personal accusations of ex
treme licentiousness " no especial answer could be given ; but 
" the virtue of his excellency : the fame, the opinion which is 
"spread through the city of his prudence and moral conduct, are 
" a sufficient reply; his proceedings being all so praiseworthy that 
~· the calumnies of the mali~t are unable to obscure them." 
For his activity in upholding the tyrant, Guicciardini received 
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the name of "Muaw 06171ttieri" (the infamou.B minion of the 
Duke of Athens) but the paragraph just cited could scarcely 
have been written except in covert scom of the dllke himself 
or in ridicule of the charges against him*· 

There is no knowing what the ducats of Filippo Strozzi and 
his companions might have accomplished amongst the imperial 
ministers if some extraneous events had not at once determined 
Charles to bring matters to a conclusion. The exiles made 
hlleral offers to him for the freedom of their country, and be 
listened ; but while doubting, Francesco Sforza Duke of Milan 
died and his illegitimate brother Giovanni Paulo Marquis of 
Caravaggio instantly set out to demand the investiture of that 
duchy from the emperor while Don Antonio de Leyva ad· 
vanced from Pavia and en4eavoured to gain possession of the 
citadel. On arriving at Florence Sforza retired to bed in 
good health at an inn ; next moming he was brought forth a 
corpse and no questions asked : this deed was laid to the 
charge of Don Antonio in order to rid his master of importunity 
and himself of a competitor in the emperor's favour. Thus 
Milan fell to the empire ; and Francis I. who had been long 
bargaining to recover Nice which bad beeri pledged to the 
dukes of Savoy, on bearing of Sforza's death redoubled his 
uertions, but in consequence of imperial influence, unsuccess· 
fully ; for negotiations having been suddenly abandoned by 
the duke, Francis overran all Savoy and most of Piedmont 
with a.Iarge army commanded by Philip de Chabot High 
Admiral of France ; nor would conquest have stopped there 
had this general not received instructions to remain behind the 
Dora while the Cardinal of Lorraine proceeded to Naples on 
an amicable mission to Charles. These events probably fixed 
U!.e emperor's mind in favour of Alexander and a despotic 
government devoted to him, instead of a more free and less 

• Nardi, Lib. x., pp. 261-299.- Varcbi, Lib. xiv., pp. 188-219.-Scgni, 
Lib. ...u., pp. 89-90, 
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concentrated administration habitoally inclined to hie rival*· 
A rejoiuder to Alexander's reply waa ...te acoording 

A.D. 1536' to Charles's desire by the exiles on the sixteenth of 
January 1636; a rebutter soon followed from Guieciardini; and 
in February imperial judgment was given entirely in Cavour of 
Alexander's absolute sovereignty, therefore against the exiles as 
regarded a change of government, but favourable to them as 
private citizens, inasmuch as they were all to be restored 
to their country their rights and their property, with the 
present and future safety of their persons guaranteed. The 
exiles although most of them were in extreme poverty and 
numbers actually living on charity, at once rejected an offer 
which saved themselves by sacrificing Florence: their reply was 
worthy of free men and patriots, and . exhibits the noble spirit 
that generally prevailed in this assembly, which was probably 
of a higher tone and purer motives than some of its leaders 
could boast of. 

" We come not here," said they ; " we come not here 
" to ask the emperor under what conditions we should serve 
" Duke Alexander, nor to obtain by hie means our pardon, 
" after having voluntarily, justly, and as was our duty, striven 
~· to maintain the liberties of Florence ; nor to recover our 
" possessions, nor to return as slaves into -a city whence but 
" yesterday we issued freemen: but we have appealed to Cesar, 
'' confiding in hie goodness and justice, to give us that entire 
" and real liberty which his agents and ministers promised in 
" his name to preserve for us, and with it the restoration to 
" their country and possessions of those worthy citizens who 
" contrary to the same good faith have been despoiled of them ; 
" offering his majesty all those securities and acknowledg· 
" ments that he himself may judge to be fair and possible. 
" But now seeing by the memorial just presented to us that 
" more respett is paid to the desires of Alexander than to the 

• Muratori.-8epl, Lib, vii., PP• 92-9~. 
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.. merits and justice of our cause, that the D&Dl8 of liberty 
" is not even mentioned, and but little said of t.be public 
" in~rests ; and that the restoration of banished citizeua is 
" not free, as by justice and obligation it should be made, but 
" limited and conditioned as if it bad been eought as a favour ; 
" we have therefore nothing else to reply except that we ue 
" resolved to live and die as free as we were bom, but again 
" supplicating his 1111\iestyto deliver our u.nlortunate city from the 
" yoke of ao bitter a servitude ; and this we firmly hope he will 
" deign to order in conformity to his own good faith and justice. 
" But should his will and judgment be otherwise let him be 
" content that with his good graee we may be enabled to wait 
" until God (and his 1111\iesty when better informed) provide 
" for our just desires, 8ll8llring him that we are all mott 
" resolute never to stain from private convenience the purity 
" and sinoerity of our minds, by failing in those duties which 
" every good citizen owes to his country"*· 

This firm and dignified answer was admired by all Italy except 
the courts of Charles and Alexander : the sentiments were pro
bably common to a great body of exiles but were scarcely those of 
the cardinals : the emperor took advantage of everything to play 
off the former against Alexander whom he not only intended 
to defraud of Margaret's stipula.ted marriage portion, amounting 
to 200,000 ducats, but also to extract half that amount from him 
for the present emergency. He therefore promptly disowned 
the decree, declaring that it was not his judgment but a proposal 
made by Alexander ; yet it was written in the Castilian tongue 
and accompanied by other circumstances proving its authen· 
ticity ! The exiles were therefore entreated to remain and 
reconcile themselves with the duke, the emperor offering him
self as a m~tor with all the. weight of his authority. A 
second notice was in consequence transmitted to him throug.b 
Don Pedro .Zappata confirming their former resolution not 

• Nardi, Lib, s., pp. 299-303.-Varchi, Lib. xiv., pp. 219 w 231. · 
D2 
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to return to Florence except· with complete restitution of 
their country's freedom; .and this Without a dissenting voice 
from a large body of men moat of. whom were suffering by the 
pressure of extreme want*· 

Pedro Zappata, slighted in Florence by Alexander and 
now bribed by Strozzi, worked zealously for the exiles, who 
through him proposed that within three months a free govern
ment should be established, that Vitelli should hold both city 
and fortress in the emperor's name, and that by consent of l,rls 
deputy alone all causes beyond a cert:.ajn amount of fine or 
punishment were to be decided. At the end of that period 
Charles was not only to resolve but act ; state prisoners were 
to be liberated ; confi.acated property restored ; all banished 
men recalled, and the Republic settled under the conditions 
of 1630. Then after leaving a last fervent declaration and 
remonstrance with the CoURt of Sifonte, the exiles departed 
under a profound impression of the emperor's turpitude. Alex
ander at one moment despaired so much as by Baccio Valori's 
deceitful counsel to think of quitting Naples unlicensed, but 
was prevented by Guicciardini, and the former now remained 
at Rome as his declared enemy. 

The duke returned in triumph to Florence though little satis• 
tied with Charles, who had not. only made him pay sharply for 
his favour but exacted a promise that if Alexander died child
less the citadel should be consigned to him: and for this purpose 
Paulo Antonio da Parma after a secret engagement with the 
emperor to perform this promise was placed in command there t. 

Chal'les V. soon repaired to Rome and was afterward& 
magnificently received at Florence; the silver keys of the city 
were presented to him in a golden salver, and the gate at which 
he entered was knocked away as a needless protection while 

* Nerli, I..ib. xii., p. 282.-Nardi, I..ib. Nardi, I..ib. x., pP• 305-316.-Nerli,-
x., p. 805. I..ib. xii., p. 282. 
t Varcbi, I..ib. :Dv., pp. 281·•0.-
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0al8al' remained within I On the fourth of May be proceeded 
by Pis& and Lucca into Lombardy without conferring a aiDgle 
honour on Florence, but on the contrary left his poilonoualtinc 
more deeply fixed in her entrails •. 

Soon after Charles's departure the young bride of t.birUlea 
made her entry under charge of Don Pedro de Toledo Viceroy 
of Naples, his wife, and a numerous suite of nobility. AltN 
a second marriage ceremony in June, which from the duke's 
Contempt for astrology took place during an eclipse of the 
sun, she was established in the Mediciao palace opposite to 
Saint Mark's convent of her husband's residence. At these 
nuptials were annulled all the sentences of e:We passed in 
11)30 OD those who had DOt broken their confines, many o( 

whom returned but numbers would not accept this boon at 
the tyrant's hands: Baooio Valori was outlawed, Piero Strozzi 
entered the French service, and all his family became rebels 
to the Florentine state t. 

The war which Clement VII. almost with his dying breath 
had excited Francis I . to declare against Charles, and in which 
he also engaged the Turks, had now commenced and an 
injudicious invasion of Provence terminating by an attack on 
Marseilles with one of the finest imperial armies ever brought 
into the field, only ended in misfortune. Anne de Montmorenci 
had laid waste the country ; provisions failed ; the troops were 
obliged to live on grass and fruits ; sickness supenened, and 
the army was nearly annihilated; it broke up and dispersed'; 
Charles V. retired in extreme mortification to Genoa univer
sally blamed for thus acting against the advice of his ablest 
generals. Had the enterprise succeeded he would have been a 
hero, and yet equally blameworthy I Alexander for a while was 
occupied with bjs young wife without any relau.tion of his illicit 
pleasures ; by turns a tyrant and a boon companion, a violator of 

• V archi, Lib. siv., pp. 248-250. 
t Sepi, Lib. vii., P• 109.-Nerli, Lib. xU., P• 28'-
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women and a torturer of men, he passed a few brief days ! 
One evening about sunset he was seen crossing the Ponte-alla
Trinita with Lorenzo de' Medici behind him on the same horse, 
accompanied only by two grooms. Several citizens who were 
sitting in the open air said to Francesco V ettori, " Francuco 
th8re 's the duke." At seeing this V ettori became vexed, and nut 
morning demanded an audience when he bluntly exclaimed. 
" Sir I am sorry to be one of your friends, for your conduct ia 
"such as to lose both yourself and them at the same moment!" 
The duke looking surprised, he continued. " Why what follies 
" are these ? That a prince who has conquered Florence by 
" his arms and is the first that ever had· such power, should 
" ride out almost unattended, another man sitting on the same 
'' horse, at night too, and with ouly two or three followers ! 
" And what is still more dangerous, he trusts one person alone 
.. to hold his silken ladder when he scales a convent wall!" 
The duke answered laughing, •1 Fear not Francesco, we can
" not avoid our destiny ; but now that I see how much tho11 
" art attached to me I will be more careful." 

Thus passed the winter of 1536: but his fate was drawing 
nigh. On the sixth of January 1637 the festival of the 

A.D. 1637' "Bejania" or Epiphany *• not having yet finished the 
twenty-sixth year of his life, this licentious youth was suddenly 
despatched to render an account of his evil deeds at that tri
bunal where all his passions and temptations would be fairly 
weighed against the moral powers with which the Almighty had 
armed him on p11rpose to overcome them. 

There are many and variously narrated stories of this deep. 

* It was on Saturday, lith January, of the month, at tbe aixtb hour of tbe 
the e,.e of the Epiphany; bnt counting night, of aix wonnds, at twenty-six 
in the Florentine manner which ter- yean of a,e, the ai:xtb year of hie 
minatea tbe day at sunset, this e,.ent reign, and therefore six sixes were 
is placed by all the historians except combined in hie death, making up the 
Nardi on the 6tb. Superstition ob- age of the current century. (Vide 
aer,.ed that .Alexander died in the year Nardi, Lib. L, p. 322, fiOie, and Vat•-
1536 (Pktremim •tyle), on tbe aixth eli, Lib. xv., p. 278.) 

J 
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and disgusting tragedy, in which the hero and the eatutropbe 
awaken aclTerse feelings and excite reflections on good and evil 
more interesting to the imagination than aatialactory to the 
judgment; nevertheless as Varchi'a aooount was taken down 
from the mouths of the two great actora Lorenzino and 
Scoronconcolo, in a peraonal converaation with himself, if it be 
not quite correct there can at least be no better authority ; but 
it is probably true, because there was then little blame and much 
glory attached to the deed, wherefore we exchlBiYely follow that 
historian's narrative. This interview with Lorenzo took place 
in the Villa Paluello eight miles from Padua, that with Bcoron• 
conoolo in the residence of Filippo Strozzi at Venice, and 
V archi himself a mao not lightly credulous, profeuea an im· 
plicit belief in the veracity of their statements • . 

But before entering on this transaction some account of the 
peraon habits and chariicter of the "Florentine Brutus" will be 
expedient : Lorenzo, from his slight and diminutive figure called 
Lorenzino de' Medici, was hom in 1614 of Maria Soderini and 
Pierfranceseo di Lorenzo de' Medici great grandson of old 
Cosimo's brother Lorenzo: his mother who was the daughter 
of ToiXllll8BO di Paulaotonio Soderini bore a character for 
extreme prudence and virtue; after losing her husband she 
devoted oil her faculties to the care of his children, and Lorenzino 
displayed early and uncommon ability. No sooner had he been 
released from maternal authority than his unquiet diBB&tisfted 

_ and sceptical mind was displayed, and onder the tuition aud 
example of Filippo St.rozzi he very soon learned to ridicule 
every moral and religious sentiment, became addicted to low 
company and guilty pleasures, especiolly lasciviousness, in the 
pursuit of which neither age, sex, nor condition formed any 
obstacle to his cupidity. He was sociable with, and even 
caressed all l:ris companions indiscriminately, but deceitful, and 
esteemed none: eager for glory and celebrity, he missed no 

• V arebl. Lib. x,.., p. 284. 

oi- izodb,Google 
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opportunity of word or action to acquire the reputation of wit and 
accomplishments: he never laughed, only smiled or simpered. 
was rather graceful than handsome, extravagantly beloved by 
Pope Clement, and yet, as he owned himself after Alexander's 
death, was ready at any time to murder him ! One night at 
Rome he secretly broke the beads off all the sculptured images 
on the arch of Constantine and other antiquities : the culprit 
being unknown Clement in a burst of anger ordered . that 
whoever had committed this barbarous act, with the sole excep
tion of Cardinal Ippolito, should without trial be instantly 
gibbeted. The latter begged his cousin's life, excusing the act 
fA8 pa.rtly puerile and pa.rtly proceeding from the family passion 
for antiquities : Clement was not easily pacified ; called him 
the disgrace and infamy of the Medician race, banished hill! 
£rom Rome, and allowed two public proclamations ro go forth 
llg&inst him ; one from the " Oaporioni," or chiefs of the city 
4istricts, which forbid his ever again entering within the gates ; 
another by the senator offering a premium for his head if killed 
within the city walls. So great and so general was this 
inclignation (a curious mixture of taste, civilization, and barba
rity) that Francesco Maria Molza, then noted for his great 
eloqQence and learning, made a bitter oration in the Roman 
academy against the young iconoclast the stinging severity of 
~hioh met with universal approbation*· 

On his return to Florence he assiduously courted the duke, 
feignl'ld well, and became one of his most favoured associates 
and even advisers in affairs of state and pleasure. It is pro
bable that some communication occurred at Naples between Lo.. 
renzino and Filippo Strozzi, for on Alexander's return his cousin 
became more watchful, assiduous, and indefatigable in proposing 
new pleasures, in seeking out fresh amours, fresh tastes, fresh 
luxuries ; no incitement was neglected, no means untried to 
l»nDrm · the attachment and confidence of his victim. The~ 

• .Vvchi, Lib. x., pp. 264-6. 
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were kinsmen, nearly of equal age, and bad become so intimate 
that each bad a key to one aeeret door for the purpose of con· 
cealed interco1ll'lle : Lorenzo submitted himself to Alexan· 
der's whims in everything and in every way; perauaded him 
that he was a spy on the exiles, with whom he either did or 
affected to correspond, and frequently exhibited their lettera to 
the duke : he also simulated the coward, affected timidity, and 
would neither practise nor carry arms, nor even hear them 
named without apparent reluctance. His timidity amused 
Alexander, who from Lorenzo's being fond of solitary rambles 
and seeming to care little for office, property, or honoura, reo 
named him the "PhiloiOpher" but by those who knew him 
better he was emphatically called " Lormzaceio." He wae 
favoured by the duke in everythiug, especially in a certain 
lawsuit with Cosimo about some disputed property ; and so 
unbounded was Alexander's confidence that not content with 
using him as his general pander, he insisted on Lorenzo's bring· 
iDg him in contact with Caterina, the beautiful and virtuous 
wife of Lionardo Ginori whose residence was close by the Medici 
palace and the adjacent bouse of her nephew Lorenzino *. 

The latter fed him with hopes but continued watching, and still 
affecting an abhorrence and terror of blood punned his solitary 
walks with pallid countenance and grave and downcast air; he 
spoke with few, frequented the most lonely recesses of i<"lorence, 
IUld melancholy seemed stamped upon his brow; yet while some 
believed him crazy the more observant suspected a far deeper 
game than he was willing should be seen by the world, Besides 
an acute ingenious mind, he is described as possessing ex
ceeding fluency of speech, but was naturally of so grave a 
disposition that in childhood all his pursuits and amusements 
were of a serious character and even thus early he had acquired 
the name·of "Philo•opher"t. 

• Varebi, Lib. xv., p. 267. Lib. xii., p. 286.-Paulo Giorio, Lih. 
+ Segni, Lib. rii;, p. 120.-Ammi· xxxviii., p. 497. 
RIO, Lib. xxxi., p. 436.-Fil. Nerli, 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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By his apparent devotion or rather prostitution of him8elf 
to Alexander, Lorenzo became generally bated especiall1"r the 
great, against whom he kept continually wamiDg JUm ~ while 
amongst them he appeared in his true bat aacredited character 

• of the duke's most date~ foe. •• How ean I," said he one 
day when the latter cbargecl him with slanders, " how can I 
prove myself a real friend without feigning to be your deadly 
enemy? This is my only way of watching over your life and 
go ... emment, and for your honour and security I am willing to 
sacrifice my own reputation"*· Such bold conduct produced 
unbounded confidence, and so far was this carried that spies, 
whether true or false, were introduced to the duke, amongBt 
them Piero Ambrogi an exile and confidant of Strozzi and the 
cardinals, who informed Lorenzo and Alexander, or profeseed 
to do so, of all the enemy's movements f. 

Amongst those most indignant with Lorenzo was Piero 
Strozzi whose confidential and continual abuse of the duke bad 
been all faithfully reported : during the appeal at Naples Piero 
happening to meet his friend Pandolfo Pucci, a favourite of 
Alexander's, with other company, called aloud to him saying, 
"Pandolfo, tell Lorenzo di Pierfrancesco de' Medici from me 
" that I once belieV"ed him to be a man of character but that I 
" no longer believe it." To this Lorenzo replied through the 
same channel, "that be hoped one day, and very quickly, 
" to show Piero Strozzi that he was a man of character." This 
Pucci thought necessary to relate to the duke but Lorenzo 
bad already forestalled him and strengthened his master's 
confidence!· 

Caterina Ginori had resisted every attempt of Alexander to 

• Segni, Lib. viii., p. 130.- Varebi, 
Lib. xiv., p. 158.-Ammirato, Lib. 
xxxi., p. 435.-Paulo Giovio, Stor., 
Lib. xnviii., p. 498. 
t Segni, Lib. vii., p. 110. 
:): Nardi, Lib. x., p. 295.- Varebi, 
Lib xiv., p. 159.-Nardi, Varebi, and 

Giovio relate this anecdote differently, 
though eubstantially agreeing: I have 
principally followed Nardi who ~on 
the spot ; besidee there are eome par
ticulare related by V arebi that can 
scarcely be credited. 
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corrupt her, and his paaaion increued with the obetaclee: this 
was such an OCCBBion as Lorenzo sought : bat when urged he 
represented all the ditlicultiea, yet finished by exclaiming that 
women were always women: her husband 1rU at Naplee, his 
a.ft'a.irs in great disorder, and no better time could be taken 
to seduce her ! This he promised to accomplish. Meanwhile 
he never ceased entertaining a rWiiao follower called Michele 
del Tovalaooioo, or Scoroocoocolo• (a mao whom be bad 
11aved from the gallows) with repeated complaints of a certain 
insolent courtier who he declared 1rU continually turning him 
into ridicule. " But," added he, " in the name of Heaven."
At which Sooronconoolo flared up and exclaimed, " O..Z, _, 
" wlunn ks il, and i«Jve tks rat lo "" ; he Mall giN yow no 
" moTIJ traubliJ." As Lorenzo W8ll continually petting this man 
like a bloodhound, be became eager for the cbaee and coo:. 
stantly demanded the name of his enemy. " 0/t. tto," wu 
commonly Loreozino'a answer; "ks il a ja11ouriU of the 
Dulu'•·" "Be be whom be may,'' quickly replied the bravo, 
" I trill kill him ; fi1WIJ ks Chrilt himulf I" Lorenzo seeing 
how well the spirit was working addressed him one day at 
dinner; saying, " ComiJ no1D, a• thou 1atut 10 ojtm and 10 

" raolu.tely promiud ; I am cwtain that thou 1tilt not fail 
" me, tU I nevw will Jail thu in anything I haN pmew ovw; 
" I muat teU tkse that tks time of action il arri11ed I" " I .,. 
"r8ady," growled forth Sooroocoooolo. "Bw," replied Lo. 
reozo, " I myulf muat allo auilt ; antl in order to do our t11ork 
" ucurely I wiU take care that ks 1haU be brought to a plau 
" t11/lw1J thwe can be no dangw, and no doubt of my .ucceu "t. 
That very night W8ll the time agreed upon : the Duke bad been 
amusing himself all the day: masking on a fine spirited horse and 
in company with L'Unghero he remained long exhibiting certain 
feats of horsemanship before the windows of some mistress of 

• flesni eal1a him "BCIIXW." By "~o," a ruged uame for 
othen "PWo di GioafiOOak;" but a roged deed! 
all•vee In the common appellation of t Van:bi, Lib. n., P• 268. 
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the hour. In the evening be returned fatigued to the palace 
and having thrown off his coat of mail and supped, was about 
to retire when Lorenzino appeared with his usual melancholy 
aspect saying " Seignior what 11uJU w11 do this 11V111ling ! " 
.. I will to b6d," replied Alexander, "for I am w11ary." 
Lorenzo then stooped and whispered in his ear that be had 
with the promise of money finally prevailed on Caterina 
Ginori to consent to a secret interview in his, Lorenzo's, 
chambers but with a strict promise for her honour's sake that 
no person should see her ingress or regress *. The Duke elated 
-with this news put on a robe of green satin lined with sable in 
the Neapolitan fashion and then proceeded to take his gloves ; 
there were two pair before him, one of mail, the other of per
fumed leather for society : after a moment's pause he said, 
" Whick 11uJU I take! Tko111 for war, or tko111 for lov11 !" And 
immediately fixing on the latter issued forth accompanied by 
his two minions Giomo and L'Unghero besides two other 
attendants. To avoid being watched he went straight to the 
Place of Saint Mark where he dismissed all except L'Unghero 
who posted himself under the Casa · Sostegni almost opposite 
the bouse of Lorenzo with orders not to move or take notice 
of anybody he might see go in or come out; but after a 
while this man became weary and departed t. When the Duke 
reached Lorenzo's chamber where a cheerful fire blazed in the 
chimney, he unbuckled his sword and threw himself on the 
bed : Lorenzo hastily seized on this weapon and winding the 
belt tightly round it so as to prevent its being drawn, placed 
the sword under Alexander's pillow and advised him to take 
some repose; then quitting the chamber he shut the door, which 
closed with a spring lock. Finding Seoronooneolo below he 
said with a joyful aspect, " Brother this iB tk/1 tim~~ ; tht IJ1UJ'fn'Y
l told tke11 of iB now in my ckamb~~r : and 8ll1tps ! " " Let tu 

• Begot, Lib. vii., p.l22. Riccardi palace in Via Larga, a full 
t Lorenzo's house occupied a great third of the present building having 
portion of -the northern half of the been added by that famil7. . 
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go thm," answered the bravo. When they came to the landing· 
place of the stairs Lorenzo turned suddetdy and said, "HMJ 
nol hill bAng t'M Duk8'• frUmd. Mind Mlly lo ltf'ik4 mrlly." 
" I tDiU do 10," muttered the other, " nm tiJWI Ill till DvM Aim
•• ulj." " Tlwu halt fi1UIUil it," returned Lorenzo with a 
smile; " AI cannot ltca!M w: 1M "' go." "1M w go," echoed 
Scoronconeolo. They reached the door ; the latch wu lifted 
and ..fell again without opening; a second atmnpt succeeded : 
Lorenzo entered; and saying, " My lonl, ar1 you aNfP 1" 
instantly stabbed him through and through with a short sword. 
The Duke who lay asleep or as if he were so, with his faee 
turned from them, on receiving this bloody thrust rolled over, 
and even off the bed on the further side, endeavouring to escape 
towards the door after having soatched a stool up to defend him• 
self; but Scoroneoneolo met him with a slash acrose the face 
which gashed his temple and split the greater part of his left 
cheek, while Lorenzo pushing him back upon the bed threw 
himself on top of him, and to prevent cries thrust his leh hand 
into the Duke's mouth, saying, "Do not b1 qfraitl my lord." The 
unhappy prince in his agony bit Lorenzo's thumb with such 
force that falling flat upon him and unable to use his sword the 
latter called on Scoroneoneolo for assistance. The murderer was 
perplexed, and moving now here now there, tried in vain to wound 
Alexander without hurting Lorenzo, so close and hard was the 
death-struggle between them. At length when almost despair
ing, he drew a short knife and suddenly plunging it into the 
Duke's throat worked it round and round like a gimlet until he 
died. Three other wounds made them sure of their victim, 
and then the chamber ran with blood. Doring all this 
time the prince never spoke (though it has been otherwise" 
related) but held Lorenzo's band with the rigid bite of death 
until the ebb of life released it. They first dragged the man· 
gled body to the floor, then steeped in blood replaced it on the 
bed, and after covering all up Lorenzo staggered exhausted 

. I 
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to the window and dared to breathe the air of heaven after so 
fiendish an exploit I 

The noise of this long death-struggle was plainly heard, 
especially by Maria Salviati the grand Duke Cosimo's mother 
who inhabited the same building; but no one moved, because 
Lorenzo expressly for the purpose, had long been continually 
assembling parties of young men to play all sorts of tricks in this 
very chamber where they pretended to quarrel aud tight runDing 
here and there and shouting out "Strike," "KiU him," "TraittW 
thou halt murder~ rM," and such like expressions, so that the 
noise was a common occurrence and passed unheeded. When 
Lorenzo was a little recovered he ordered Scoronconcolo to ca11 
in a boy who from his crookedness was ironically called " La 
Freccia" or the arrow and showed him the bloody corpse, which 
he instantly recognised and would have screamed out for help 
had he not been prevented. Why Lorenzo did this it is difficult 
to conceive, he never told his reasons to Varchi, but from the 
moment he had given the death blow, says that author, until 
he was himself murdered many years after in Venice, not only 
uothing prospered with him but he never even did anything that 
was worthy*. After taking the keys of his chamber and receiving 
some money from his steward Francesco Zeffi, he left the 
house with Freccia and Scoronconcolo and procuring a Jicenoe 
for post-horses from the Bishop Agnolo Marzi of Assisi who 
managed that department, made directly for Bologna. His 
excuse to the bishop was the dangerous illness of his younger 
brother at the villa of Caffaggiuolo, and no suspicion was mised 
about the movements, however untimely, of the duke's favourite 
companion. At Bologna his wound was dressed and he related 
all that had occurred to Salvestro Aldobrandini who held a high 
judicial office in that city; but he was not believed, and continued 

;, Feeling, aa be must have done, the probably more erodible witnees for bia 
general suspicion entertained of him, veracity tbaa either bimaelf or Scoron
be probably wished to make uae of concolo. 
"La. Preccio." aa an additional and 
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his flight to Venice where he arrived on Monday night just 
eight-and-forty hours after the murder. There too he had 
infinite difficulty in con"rincing Filippo St.rozzi that Aleunder 
lay a corpse within the chamber of which he produced the 
keys ; but finally he was embraced. ealled the " Flomaeirw 
Bruttu," and promised the two sons of Filippo 88 husbands 
for his sisters who were well known for their extreme beaDty 
and virtue *. About one of them we have another story con
nected with Alexander's murder and said by Segni to have oome 
from Lorenzino himself t ; namely that be promised to bring 
his sister Laldomine, the young and beautiful widow of .AJa. 
JD8.DilO Salviati to the duke, !mowing that the latter wished for 
a son which he could be certain was his own. Lorenzo pro
mised to take the first opportunity that his mother's absence 
presented to fulfil this desire and she had that day gone sud
denly into the Mugello to attend his young brother Giuliano, 
leaving Laldomine with another sister at the residence of his 
maternal uncles the Soderini :. He probably amused the 
duke with a double hope; for his art, secrecy, and long con· 
tinned perseverance are 88 astonishing as the resolution with 
which he finally brought this bold and bloody tragedy to a cloee. 

Thus ended the short cruel and tyrannical reign of 
Alessandro de' Medici Duke of Florence, the first taste of 
& bitter potion. to be swallowed by his countrymen ! He 
was a fit companion for Phalarus, Nero, Ezzelino, and other 
bygone tyrants, for as we are told, only one of these attempted 
to murder his own mother, whieh Alexander is reputed 

• Lettere di Principi, vol. Iii., folio 
161.- Origino o Deecendonza dell& 
a. do' Medici, MS., folio 181-196. 
-Nard!, Lib. x., pp. 319-21.-Am
adr&to, Lib. uxi., p. •36.- Paulo 
Giovio, Lib. xxxviii., p. •99.-Bogni, 
Lib. vii., p. J 22.- V arch!, Lib. :n ., 
pp. 268-2H. 
t Vlllllhi, nd t.ho MS. cited, "Ori
u* e De~M~~ della OaiG de' 

Medici," in the au thor' a )IC*ellion 
(where &re to be found Lorenzo'• 
apol011, &nd Iotter to Fn.nCOICO di 
Raffaello de' Medici), have been fol
lowed in thia narr&tion, for t.hoy ·bot.h 
agree almoat vorbally ; other &OOOuntl 
T&rY in many particul&n, but t.ho load· 
lng facta &re alike in all. 
:1: Segni, Lib. vii., P• 123. 
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to have accomplished lest she should · have been shown ·to 
Charles at Naples as his future kinswoman; and probably 
none of those tyrants found more apt and willing iostru· 
menta of cruelty than Florence supplied to this one *· Had 
Lorenzo's own character been good he might perhaps have 
roused the citizens to a sense of personal dignity and to liberty; 
but he was shunned and bated ; none would believe that the 
Prince's pander and parasite could be the friend of freedom 
and the people; and it is difficult to think that a man who loved 
Freedom for her own sake could have feigned so long and so 
debasingly as to make his very exploits in her cause almost 
render the name of liberty odious, or at least a subject of 
reproach instead of glory and dignity. But whatever might 
have been his hidden motives, Lorenzo did marvels in the cir· 
cumstances where he was placed : he exhibited the most asto. 
nishing and long-continued art, the most undaunted resolution, 
the most impenetrable secrecy, and the greatest judgment in 
his choice of time ; just at the moment when Vitelli with 
most of his troops were absent and no force of consequence 
left in the city to suppress revolt I He could not have com· 
municated his plan to honest men, for scarcely one would have 
trusted him, and therefore could make no preparations inside ; 
but the soul of Florence was without, for the spirit of her inmateS 
was crushed by tyranny and everlasting feart. He could not 
confide in them, and still less trust the exiles with his secr6t 
through apprehension of discovery, but believed, when the deed 
were once done, that they would have the will-and the spirit 
and the means to follow up this blow. The first and greatest 
object therefore was to destroy the tyrant and this Lorenzo 
accomplished all alone, leaving to citizens and exiles tb4 
task of improving so fu an opportunity : he failed for want of 

• ".Apologia eli z-zo eli PUr- .AieMGAdro," MS. In )ll*ellion of 
francuco fk' Medici contro a colora the author. (Fol. 215.) 
eM 'IIOlendo Ia Tinmnide lo biarima- t Apolopa ·eli Lorenzo clo • Medici. 
NIIO dell' aM'\1 amma:zato il Dvca. 
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previous chAracter : Timoleon waft applauded beaauae his 
motives were appreciated ; yet he murdered hi8 own brother ! 
·In a lettel' from Loreazo to Francesco di Raffaello de' Medici 
dated at Venice the filth of February 1636 (1637) he en
-deaTours to justify his proceediDga after the murder in the 
following words. 

• 

" Since I left Florence I have written to nobody, thinking 
" as generally happeoa in such cues, that what I have done 
" will by some be applauded and by others blamed : to the 
" former my conduct waots no justification, and to attempt it 
" for the latter .would be only waste of time, because if the fact 
"itaelf ia ~ent to excite them words will sca.rcely avail. 
" B•t knowing well how much you are attached to me and bow 
" much you may believe I am so to you; in whatever way the 
" transaction may be related it seems good that you ahould 
" know my mind, in order to have the satisfaction of feeling 
"tbat yo\l ~ve a friend who thinks that it has done nothing 
" dangerous to him in the eyes of those whom be is willing to 
" se"e for the public good ; and in order that you may defend 
" me against. tllose who seem to think I fint did well but pro· 
" ceeded afterwarde ill, and who therefore may charge me with 
" wailt of spirit aod judgment ; yet if they consider well it will 
" be aeen that I could not have .acted otherwise tban I have 
" done. You can easily imagine what a dangerous thing it 
'' would have been to intrust any one with euch secrets ; 
" but I failed in nothing that I could poesibly do to discover 
" the MPtiments of those whom I thought of most importance 
" and 1'Jbo I felt usured would not be wanting to their country 

·" in such·circumstanoee, even when the tymnt waa alive; but 
" when dead I could not believe that they would be false to 
" themaelvee. The haviug or not having been done in time is 
" of no CODBequence, because these are things that must be 
" executed when we can, and not when we will ; although in 
" reaaening the thing I should have right on my aide, because 

VOL. V • E 
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t• the ex~tion of it now, or before, when Oresar's affairs we~ 
"prospering and he himself in Italy, retundng triumphant 
·" from Africa, seems to give occasion for those who never 
1' wished for liberty to use this covering for their turpitude. In 
" deferring it there would have been many risks, or rather the 
" manifest ruin of the city ; for you know that n~tliing was 
" thought of but extravagance and grinding taxation 'without 
" any profit. And in. choosing a moment when the Seignior 
•• Alexander Vitelli wae absent I think I .gave a fair oppor
" tunity for those citizens to recover their superiority over the 
"city and to think of ·some method by which they might rid 
"themselves of him. With regard to my flight, my not having 
.,. aroused the citizens, or my failure in activity after'the event; 
•• all that which has subsequently occurred demonstrates that 
" I should have done no benefit to my country and have sacri
:" ficed a life which I now reserve for her disposal. However 
" I intended to do so; but my blood which flowed in vast 
" qu&ntities from the hand which the tyrant had bitten, made 
•• me apprehensive of discovering that, by traversing the town, 
" which it was so necessary to conceal for a time if I wished to 
'' succeed in my enterprise ; and thus I resolved to abandon 
" Florence for those parts where I could not fail in my 
" exertions to aid the cause. But as evil fate decreed, the 
" first person I met at Bologna, Salvestro Aldobrandini, would 
" not believe me, and thus time was lost in hurrying forward 
" to find some person who would. I afterwards went to 
" La Mirandola to see if any person was there, and with 
" some danger I passed by suspicious places in the confident 
" hope that the thing could not fail ; and it did not appear 
" possible that after so many evils the Florentines might 
" not be united, especially as I knew that the leaders were thus 
" inclined, and disposed to act so that every one should have his 

. " due position ; and it appeared to me that; all suspicion of 
· '' tyranny being removed, this mig4t easily succeed ; as it cer-
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" tainly will if they have confidence in each other and will believe 
" that good men prize their country's welfare above everything, 
" and do not cloak their own appetites by declaring that they 
" act 88 they do, merely because they can do no better. Never
" theless I hope that one of those best informed of the truth 
•• will be able to dress the ulcer ere it gangrenes and baa oce&· 

" sion for stronger remedies ; for you know that the stronger 
" remedies while they carry away the vicious matter also carry 
•• away much of the good, and to that degree which makea me 
" doubt whethe1: the evil or the medicine be most desirable, 
~· seeing the misery to which our poor city and ita dominion 
" have been reduced. But with all these things I do not com
" plain of my fate ; believing as I do, that I have shown to 
" the world how devoted I am to my country, 88 well 88 my 
" manner of proving that I am ao ; and I do not think I have 
" lost too much in being driven from a country which oo.res 
" so little for liberty ; having also this satisfaction, that it canuot 
"again be placed under a tyrant. If I thought this letter 
" would bring you into any trouble you may be sure I never 
" would have written it, but I cannot yet understand that 
" we are in such a ~ condition as to be deprived of speech ; 
·" however when you have road it the flames will soon place you 
" in security because it will then have finished ita travels. 
" Every time that I have given vent to my real sentiments in 
" your presence I thereby showed the perfect confidence I have 
" in you, and holding it for certain that in my present condition 
" you' will vindicate my honour and defend me wherever it be 
" necessary with full credit for my motives, which I believe 
" you have long known, such has been our intimacy. And if 
" it happen that meeting with my detractors and discoursing 
" about me you may be overpowered by their arguments, I will 
" send you my "Apology " written not only against them, but 
" also against those who still tenaciously adhering to tyranny 
" blame ·me without measure; which apology if you will deign 

E2 
o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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" to read, arid- by means of oopies place in the bands of our dear 
" frien~s ·.wbo · at'e lnvers of liberty. both you and they can With 
" the foitnd.ation of defeDce and argument, therein established, 
"· eonti-adict the others and protect me from the calumnies they 
~· so impudently bal4il-.q urged on. as they are, only by the 
" reeolleetiOB of t~ . profits they have lost;., and which they 
'f drew fro~ tbe tyrant, 1le blame .my most·praiseworthy aDti.ons 
·~ . wmtla' .had no object . but the emancipation of my beloved 
.. eo'ml~ . : Alii now. Without saymg more I will make an end 
" by assuring :you•that in all cirCumstances I shall be the same 
" to you as I furre bitherto been, and to you and to your father 
,, I recommend myself. "LORENZO DE' MEDICI''*· 

"•:V&it~ce, 5tA. F~, 1536." 

·. ThiS letter, which seems to ha.ve been composed in haste and 
agitation; · says something but not a great deal for Lorenzo's 
flight: tlie bleeding band did not prevent his going to the Bishop 
of Assisi for post-horses: the deed he had done would 8lmost 
seem tO have overpowered him : he was a Medici, and easily 
accomplished the treacherous portion of the enterprise, but failed, 
(if it were indeed his fault) in the noble and the generoua part: 
he was but three-and-twenty when all t~ was done, yet he had 
already such a c~aracter that none gave him credi~ even for 
treachery when avowed by himself; nay even Filippo Strozzi 
hesitated to 'believe, for assuredly the intelligence was startling : 
but Lorenzino must not be condemned too severely; he was pro
bably right in judgment though unsuccessful in the result and 
was moreover celebrated with enthusiasm by all the orators' of the 
day, to whom tyranny and freedom were fertile solirces of 
elocution f. 

* ~ e del~ della Oa/14 
fU.Medici," folio 200, MS. I have 
never seen this letter in print, nor even 
alluded to by any historian. 
t Tile enthusiasm with which this 
exploit was received in Italy may be 

-n in a letter to A. M. Paulo dol 
T0880, from his brother G. D. at Rome, 
I 5th March, 1537 (gi- in the "Let
we di Priw.cipi, vol. iii., folio 162). 
-Varchi, Lib. xv., p. 31)4. 
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· Yet his oountry rose not to the call of liberty; the eound of 
freedom struck faintly agaiost the silken curtaina of luury, and 
expired in the ebamben of the great ! The Florentine people 
were then delivered from a far wone man thua C..... only 
tn bow their necks to a more fearful tyrant than Augustua. 
When a conntry is ripe for freedom there is no need of the 
assassin's knife ; when it is not, the death of a tyrant will not 
bring it: tyranny is a Hydra, the o88priog of lioeose and cor
ruption, but liberty and slavery are in the heart of IIWl, not in 
the murderer's dagger or the imperial mantle ! 

Giomo and L 'Unghero unable to find their master in my of the 
oonvents or other usual scenes of licentiousness, at la8t eougbt 
him, though hopelessly, in the duchess's palace; they then 
repaired to Agnolo Marzi's residence and thence a meueDger 
was despatched to Cafaggiolo where Lorenzo had been seen to 
pass, with three companions ; the post-guide being one. Little 
doubt now remained on their minds af the truth and they im
mediately communicated with Cardinal Cibo nephew of Leo X. 
whoee kinsman had as related attempted the liCe of Alexander. 
Calling the chief secretary Campana to his aid Cibo decided on 
allowing all things to proceed as though the prince were living 
imd those who came to the palace were told that he still slept; 
Alessandro Vitelli was instantly summoned from Citta di Cas· 
tello, Lorenzo Cibo with his forces from Pisa; Jacopo de' 
Medici commissary of militia received orders to be on his guard 
at Arezzo, and the chief af the Mugello Bands was commanded 
instantly to Florence which was at the moment destitute of 
troops and government, and helpless against the slightest popular 
movement. The duke's body was then secretly removed to the 
sacristy of Saint Lorenzo and Vitelli's arrival on the eighth of 
January seenred general tranquillity. Every citizen rejoiced 
at the event, but each was doubtful and afraid to move nntil 
Vitelli's presence precluded all resistance. The populace were 
sorry, for he amused them with festivals and diversions, waa 
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free and popular in manner, made some striking exhibitions of 
justice and generosity which took with the crowd; and in general 
administered the laws as connected with that class fairly and 
iPlpartially : they neither obstructed his pleasures or powers, 
and their good will strengthened him, besides nnder the civie 
ascendancy they had many oppressors, in him only one, and were 
moreover beyond the pale of direct taxation, a circumstalice apt 
to blind many to its concealed pressure. The senate, now oon· 
siderably reduced in consequence of Alexander's habit of never 
filling up vacancies, assembled nnder the cardinal's direction, 
and Domenico Cangiani immediately pro}iosed the election of 
Giulio natural son of the late duke : this was opposed by Guic· 
oiardini who named Cosimo of Medicis then about eighteen, and 
popular as the offspring of the celebrated Giovanni chief of the 
"Black Bands"*· Palla Rucellai made a stout opposition to 
both; declared that as Providence bad vouchsafed them so fair 
an occasion of recovering their freedom it would be madness to 
neglect it, that no definitive step should or could justly be 
taken without the exiles who had an equal right to discuss the 
national destiny. Most of the senators were also of this .opinion 
but they still shrunk from the frowns of Guicciardini, V ettori, 
Acciaiuoli, and Strozzi; the four great instruments of ducal 
oppression, who felt that their only safety was in the sceptre of 
a powerful monarch. Rucellai however persisted and much 
confusion ensued nntil a final resolution placed Cardinal Cibo 
for three days at the head of the government. This was very 
unpopular for none confided in him ; he had neither courage 
skill nor ability, and was more ready to fly from popular opinion 
than remain to direct or oppose it. The city now became agitated; 
·circles and groups of citizens began to assemble ; sparks shot 
forth here and there ; public affairs were earnestly discussed ; 
a reestablishment of the Seignory talked of; the gonfalonier pro
posed, and the general ferment rapidly augmenting. Alamanno 

• Varchi, Lib. n ., p. 287. 
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Salviati a young and wealthJ citizen nearly related to the Medici 
assembled many of his friends* by night to dieciUI tbe con
dition of Florence ; Bertoldo Corsini declared that although 
holding a high office he conceived that Alexander's death re
leased him from all allegiance, that their duty wu now to 
secure the safety of their country, that they should ann the 
Florentine youth; fur which he offered the stores of the citadel 
where he commanded as" ProtnJeditor~;" and thus free their 
country before Vitelli's arrival. But Alamanno who wu given 
rather to pleasure than polities and Car from steady, advised the 
gaining of V ettori and Guiooiardini to their side and the former 
pretended acquieecenee while he amused them until Cardinal 
Cibo's nomination had past the senate. Still public spirit 
was awakened amongst the poorer citizens who whenever any 
of the great walked past their shops would atrike their tools on 
the tables and benches a.nd call out in a loud voice, "If row 
gmtkmen do not lm0111 hoUt, or are not abu to act, call upon .,. 
and Ute tDill do it." This alarmed both Guiooiardini and the 
eardinal, for a leader alone seemed wanting to complete the revo
lution: just at this moment Cosimo who bad been absent at 
Trebbia in the Mugello, suddenly appeared in Florence with a 
few attendants and was tacitly but generally received as the 111C· 

cessor of Alexander, because Lorenzi no, who was really nut heir 
according to the imperial decree, bad forfeited all his righta 
by the murder, Cosimo's first act on coming beck was to visit 
Cibo who, as he could not exalt Giulio whom he expected to have 
charge of, at once joined Guicciardini and received the young 
Medici with open anna. Adherents rapidly augmented and 
Guiooiardini in order to give the uiles no time, held a secret 
nootumal council with Cibo, Vitelli, and the other chiefs, who reo 
solved, even by the employment of force if necessary, to assemble 
the Senate and declare Cosimo not duke but chief of the 

* Their uamet were, PaaciDlto Mil'- Rontini, and Benololo Conini, the 
tegli, Filippo Manuelli, Antonio Nic- Proneditore of the fortreet. 
coliDi, &tiala Venturi, Bartolo-
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Florentine republic. Next morning tM whole city was still 
agitated and the friends of liberty confused and intimidated on 
seeing the Medician palace, the Via Larga, and all that neigh· 
bourhood bristling with spears and partizans, a plain proof tha' 
the government was settled without them. Cardinal Cibo 
now sent for Cosimo, but be was 6etained by his mother 
whom late events bad alarmed, and he with early but profound 
dissimulation concealed his ambition under so calm and urodest 
a demeanour as to provoke the contempt of his friends, until 
turning with much humility to his parent made them a moderate 
but very spirited reply and then repaired to the cardinal. 

By this time the Senate bad again met, and Cibo first taking 
Cosimointothe balconywbicboverlooks Saint Lorenzo, made him 
promise to render impartial justice ; not to separate from the 
emperor; to revenge the murder of Alexander, and finally, 
take care of his children Giulio and Giulia * : then quitting 
him Cibo proceeded to the council where in compliance with 
the imperial decree he proposed Cosimo as Alexander's lawful 
·successor, without any restriction. The "Senate however was 
far from unanimous, and even his most active partisans neither 
assented to nor entirely dissented from the proposition : con
ditions and difficulties were interposed ; Palla Rucellai who 
was a friend of Filippo Strozzi's, boldly and energetically 
exclaimed that he would no longer have dukes nor lords. nor 
princes in the Republic; and to prove his sincerity snatched up 
a white bean which showing to all .the assembly be exclaimed, 
" This i& my vote" and dropped it into the ballot-box. Vettori 
and Guicciardini immediately attempted to intimidate him as 
they had done others the day before, and reminded him that his 
white b..ean was after all but a single vote ; to wbicb he promptly 
answered ; "If you have already debated the question and pre· 
'' determined to carry it, there was no necessity to send for me." 

• There were in all three children, Giulia married, ftrat, Lodovico Can tel· 
Giulio, Giulia, and Porzia. The lat· mi, Fecondly, Bernardetto de' Medici: 
ter, probably poethumoua, waa a nun : Giulio married Livia Spinola. 

o'"""""byGoogle 
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So saying be rose to leaTe the aaaembly but was gently retained 
by tbe cardinal who beseeched hiiD to eooaider the coneeqaeueee, 
surrounded as they were with armed bands of unBCI'UpoloUB 
soldiers ; to which be only answered ; " that be was more than 
.. seventy-two and but little ern could now belal him." 

During this altercation the four chief acton with Matteo 
Niecolini all coolly retired to another chamber ad, as prenoualy 
concerted, drew up the following conditione. " That Coeimo 
di Giovanni de' Medici was to be entitled Chief ad Governor 
of the Florentine Republic ; that when absent from the city be 
was to appoint a lieutenat who should be a native, and that he 
should have a salary of 12,000 florins: a council of eight was 
·appointed to assist him without whom be could not open public 
letters or transact business ; and as Guiooia.rdini, V ettori, Ac
ciaiuoli, Strozzi, and Niccolini were to be members, their inten
·tic)ns became very evident and were not lOBt upon the young 
bui penetrating Cosimo. Still there was considerable opposition, 
especially from Francesco V alori and Gionnni Corsi, and the 
question might yet have failed bad not Vitelli who stood armed 
.before the entrance and heft.rd all thai passed, ordered a tumul
.'toouS moTement of the troops and a clash of arms while a Toic~ 
was heard at the chamber door calling loudly, "Deapatch, 
... tHipatch quickly,for ths troop~ et.tn no longer 66 r~•train~d.'' 

~ hints showed the tutility of opposition ; the question · 
therefore passed, and Cosimo appeared amidst military shouts 
of "PalUJ!" "Palk!" "008imo I" "Oorimo I" but still 
maintaining the most bumble demeanour, to accept his new 
dignity and thank the " most loving and excellent Seig
" niors for so high a favour ; to assure them that such 
" thanks were only to convince them that young as he was he 
" would ever keep in view together with the fear of God, both 
" honesty and justice ; that he never would injure anybody 
." either in honour goods or person, but rather defend them 
" from oppression ; a~d that state affairs should be directed by 
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" the oounilel and judgment of their most prudent and most judi· 
" cious lordships to whose opinion everything would be offered 
"and recommended"*· 

To honour the new sovereign and revenge the old, both 
soldiers and populace instantly began to plunder the houses of 
each : these dwellings were almost under the same roof as the 
Medici palace and filled with statues, bronzes, rare books, and 
antiquities : all were carried off in despite of every attempt tD 
prevent it, and the greater part secretly or openly oonve7ed to 
Vitelli's quarters, the very man who began this Roman custom in 
Florence for his own private advantage f. 20,000 ducats' werth 
was thus plundered and a large breach made from tlie roof 
to the foundation equal to the space occupied by the chamber 
in which Alexander was murdered:. In the midst of all this 
tumult the citizens were everywhere to be seen in knots and 
circles angrily descanting on the election, and loudly blaming 
the apathy of the great, their want of patriotism, their ambition, 
avarice, and thirst of vengeanoe §. Thus ended the first act of 
the new tragedy. 

Never was there a plot laid more deeply, worked more secretly, 
or fipished more successfully than.that of Lorenzo, and perhaps 
none more unskilfully managed after the fact; liberty being the 
~bject! Its very secrecy, the soul of conspiracy, damaged its 
action, for the event was startling, incredible, and took men by 
.surprise ere they were able to improve their advantage. From 
the hour of Clement's death Lorenzo had resolved to accomplish 
it, and all his part was ably done : the ultimate failure was not 
his fault : he might, it is true, have risked everything and boldly 
exhibited his work in open day ; but would such a course have 

• Varchi, Lib. xv., pp. 283-295. 
t Ibid., P• 295. 
:): Thia went quite through the build
Ing, and was called " La Via del 
'Praditotre." It ia now oecupied by 
the northern wing and lllllllll inner 
court of the Riccardi palace. (Vido 

LetUre di Principi, vol. iii., folio 
161, G. D. al Fratello, ..t. M. PI!NokJ 
del T0110.) 
§ Lettere di Principi, vol. iii., folio 
161.- Adriani, Lib. i., p. 18, &e.
Segni, Lib. viii., p. 139. 
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forwarded the cause ? According to V archi be excused himself 
"With three reasons for not following up his blow within the 
city; namely that he did repair to the dwellings of many 
" Popolani," but by some was not heard and by others not be
lieved; that be had ordered Francesco Zefth to open the chamber 
betimes and then inform Giuliano Capponi and other liberals of 
what he saw there ; and that Scoronconcolo scared at his own 
danger had lost his head and was ince888Dtly urging him to fty 
as" th8y had already done too much"*· 

Lorenzo himself certainly does not allege the two first rea
sons either in his " Apology" -or in his lett~r to Francesco de' 
Medici, but avers that such was his intention. The praise or 
blame due to this sanguinary deed can only be 11Ml8Sured 
by Lorenzo's real motives; things always bard to discover and 
often veiled from the actor himself, but which in this instance 
may, from various circumstances, be fairly supposed to have 
been the desire of emancipating his country. The sacrifices 
made by him were great ; he was heir-presumptive to the 
duchy according to imperial decree; be risked his own life after 
a long and steady course of apparent turpitude which had already 
damned his living character and would, if be fell unknown 
and unappreciated, have consigned it to everlasting infamy. 
He sacrificed all his property, endangered the lives of his 
fimrlly, and set everything on the hazard of a die for the great 
object he had in view ! His motive, according to some, was 
innate wickedness : in the opinion of others a wish to cancel 
his wild conduct and its shameful consequences at Rome ; and 
in this be fully succeeded for even Molzi besides several others 
·lauded him in public orations and in epigrams as the second 
Brutus f. Others again insisted that a thirst of fame, which 
in him ever appeared insatiable, was his real motive, especially 
as his mother was a Soderini and his father one of those 

" Lettere di Princ:ipi, TO). iii., folio 161.-V archi, Lib. xv ., p. 27 .(, 
t Ibid., p. 304. --
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·Medici so inimical to Piero di Lorenzo as to renounce their 
D&IDe and arms for those of the community by calling them
selves " Popolani." V arcbi thinks and probably with some 
reason that not one but all these motives contributed io- the 
bold and bloody act : Lorenzo himself informed that historian 
of his having sometimes thought of stabbing Alexander with 
his own dagger in the market-place when mounted on the same 
horse, as frequently happened, but was deterred by apprehen
sions of his body guard ; and on other occasions he was pre
vented by doubts of not effectively finishing him. Many hints 
from dreams, omens, and other prognostics were given to the 
duke, and some of them very remarkable ; but in every case 
where Lorenzino was mentioned or described, the former in
stantly turned a deaf ear and neglected or ridiculed the informa
tion, for his fate urged him forward heedless of everything*· 
. Lorenzo in his apology, written after coming back from the 
Levant and subsequent to the disaster of Montemurlo, justifies 
tyrannicide by ancient example ; as approved of and practised 
by the most virtuous men ; and as disinterested patriotism, 
all of which rendered it not only excusable but the bounden 
duty of a worthy citizen. He asserts that the notoriety of 
Alexander's tyranny needed no proofs from him ; declares an4 
truly that the duke was only favoured by a few infamous men 
~ho preferred themselves to their country, yet could not gain
say his tyranny and that by all others he was detested. He 
supports the charges of tyranny and cruelty by declaring that 
amongst other acts be devised new methods of death anQ. tor
ture and that he actually walled up his victims so closely as to 
form-one mass with the brick and mortar, administering suffi· 
cient food to prolong life and torment as long as nature would 
suffer them ! Such a man instead of burning PeriUus in his 
J>razen bull like Phalaris, would have loaded the Athe~ 
artist with honours and emoluments. His six years of tyranny 

• Varchi, Lib. :n., p. 274. 
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rivalled the wont six years of the Agrigentine monarch, ef 
N eto, or Caligula : so many citizens had be banished : so mauy 
peJBeeuted : so many beheaded without cause or process, only 
for vain suspicioDs or words of no importance, and so many bad 
he poisoned or murdered with his own hand or by thoee of m. 
satellites, merely because they had seen and known him in his 
lowest state of birth and nourishment. Ancl when to this were 
added his extortions, rapacity, rapes, adulteries: his violation 
of everything sacred or profane : it became diftleult to eay 
which was most blameable, the impioumess and wickedneea of 
the tyrant, or the despicable patience of the F1orentinee in so 
long snpporting him! Lorenzino then discusses the meaning of
the word tyrant in the ancient signification and aaaerts, that 
ue8eding, 88 he did, all the royal villa:ins of antiquity md 
murdeiirlg his own mother without even a shadow of thoee 
reasons which moved Nero to the attempt, Alexander was no 
kinsman of his nor scion of the house of Medici, but the son of 
a common carrier's vicious wife : and might hav• been the 
offspring of any mm that happened by accident to meet her: 
yet being boni in wedlock he must be considered 88 a child CJl 
the carrier. In answer to the charge of infidelity be deniee 
that he was a servant of Alexander's or received any benefit. 
.at his hands, but paid his taxes and tolls like every common 
'eitizen. Servants he adds are of two descriptions : those that 
ilerve for hire, and slaves, Fideli, or V assa1s : but he belonged 
to neither, nor 1niB he ever Alexander's friend any more than 
his kinsman ; he was not 8llowed to carry arms, and the duke 
with such inistrust oould never have love<l'biin ur.tny body; 
becaliSS havirig Diuidered his own mother ll.lld1dttested!his.~usin 
and .yo~tbful _oomJ*nion Ippolito, he felt iio attai:hme~~t.tO a 
human being but bimseif. Lorenzo declares •ihat he exaggetlltle& 
nothing either • to· eXCUse himself or aggnwate the .tyialJ:t!a 
crimes: on the coatrary he tells them.in·tlie mOst ·simple"'W!IY 
that they may not seem more incredible' than they 1'6allytw6re'; 
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but what he aaserted was notorious and still fresh in the public 
mind and memory. TYJ~mta han been murdered even by their 
own brothers and the action lauded : the laws of Florence not 
only permitted but compelled the son to accuse his father it 
the latter were attempting to usurp the rule and destroy the 
liberties of his country ; and if so, was not Lorenzo justified, 
nay obliged to attempt the liberation of his already enslaved 
country, by killing one who had he even been a kinsman was at 
best a bastard, and distant five or six degrees? But if tyrants 
were to be considered safe t'rom the dagger of every man. they 
trusted, it would be good for tlwn; seeing that they then \VOnld 
put confidence in all the world! AB regarded his subsequent 
conduct, he says, that having determined to deliver his country, 
the first step was her tyrant's death, and thus far he felt him
self competent to act alone ; but afterwards some aid became 
necessary because he was without friends arms or accomplices ; 
and in this neeeBBity he could trust more to the outward and 
exiled than to the inward and enslaved citizens after witness
ing the noble conduct of those at Naples and the vile submis· 
sion of these at Florence ; the former preferring death and 
exile to tyranny ; the latter tyranny to liberty ; the first armed 
and united, the last discordant and defenceless and many of them 
even wishing for a continuance tlf . the tyranny, as subsequent 
events demonstrated. Some friends ot' liberty blamed him t'or 
not exhibiting the tyrant's corpse ; but words he says would 
have availed nothing when such facts had been insufficient to 
arouse the citizens to a sense of their own degradation. "And 
" was I then," he asks, " to shoulder the mangled corse of 
"Alexander like a common porter and hawk it about the city 
" like a madman ? " This could not be done, especially as Sco
ronconeolo (whom he here calls "Piero '') was, after time for re
flection, utterly confounded, terror-struck, and useless : they 
were in the midst too of Alexander's guards and servants, and 
the moon shone brightly : he could it is true have concealed 
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the bloody head under his mantle, but whom was he to address? 
DOt having a single friend in Florence that he could confide in 
or that would have believed him ! for a severed head shows but 
little, and might not have been recognised by doubting and 
fearlul men, especially in the hands of one who was supposed 
to be a devoted servant of the tyrant. Lorenzo's death in such 
a case would have been sure ; and this would have given fresh 
spirit to Alexander's friends and thus have hurt the common 
cause : besides he was anxious to conceal the fact in hopes of 
collecting a body of exiles whose appearance before Florence 
and the discovery of the body should be simultaneous, and 
that this failed was not his fault. Others said that he should 
have called the guard, exhibited the corpse, and demanded .of 
them to place him on the vacant throne as Alexander's legiti
mate suooessor (in other words trust to a body of troops paid by 
and devoted to their late master) and when once in power 
1'88tore his country to liberty. But this must have been cer
tain death with lo88 of honour and reputation, because personal 
ambition would then have apparently been his motive, not his 
country's freedom ; and such being far from his own thoughts 
10 would he have the belief of it far from those of others. 
Bot he owns that he would have been wrong in not taking one 
of these coul'Ses had he not ~pected that the exiles, acting in 
the same spirit. as at Naples, would soon have completed the 
enterprise along with him. It would have been wronging them 
to have doubted this and he would have been rash had he not 
so acted. Lorenzo never contemplated such an event as the 
election of Cosimo, but had he done so it would not :have altered 
·his mode of action: it is easy, he says, to blame after the fact; 
bot if the fault-findel'B had been actors they would have hesitated 
at the difficulty of exciting an euslaved people while a guard 
and a fortress were w~hing every movement, especially when 
all without the walls were known to be friends of liberty. And 
if the exiles had promptly advanced nothing could have with- -
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atood them, not even Coeimo's exaltation fresh unexpected 
and unpopular 88 it was I He indignantly repels the charge of 
a pusillanimous retreat through want of spirit to finish his work 
which he well knew from the :iU'tit was deep and dailgeroqa! he 
only weat too Constantinople when every hope had withered, 
but even that voyage, he says, ·might have been useful had 
not hia evil fortune . still attended him. In concl~. he 
asaerts that he has moreoreason. to boast of having ~tp~ 
Florence by lea..;ng her without a tyn.nt t.hui his~Wil ~ 
aver that he .failed in anything; :beoause·he ~t ot¥ykilled't.be 
tyrant but promptl5' endeavoured· to Atouse .those whom he 
knew c61ild · and he thought would do most fer their . country. 
" And am I to blame," he warmly asks, " am I to blaine because 
" I did .Ot find in them that readineas and ardour which ought 
" to have been found tbel'e.? · .AJad what now can I do~ 
" Behold . .nat l:dii aloQe f : Dici 1 fail·there? Demalid not 
" of men more than they an! ab~ to perfo~, and believe that 
" if I could possibly have brought all the llitizeilil::UitD.6ueh a 
" frame of mind as wu due to theiecoUn.t.:y;.thi.t.as l did no£ 
" hesitate to destroy the t~t aa a .· means to mt propoeei 
" end, nor to endangerJ'h!Jt JUe;.nor . altandon my mothefi my 
"· brpth6~ ad; most· preeiods , tbiilgfioJ 1111d lay flly .house ·ill it$ 
"pue.a..,~;rDelieve. that ,~the : saine .. endikwould have 
" been more.._,. ti> epiM myrOIVJ).:.blC?Oa· and that o_f. my family, 
" being very certaih that :rieiteef they noi' I could fiiliah OQI' 

" lives IQ.Ore gloriously m Oui' 0011Dt.'fyrJ;aenice'' *· 
_______ .,. ·~ · · ' ~ ! 

. . 
CoTJ:IIPOILULY Monacae •. - England, Scotland, France, Spain, the . two 

Siciliee, Austria, the Empire, and Ci>netantinople, oochanged.~Pope : Paul 
Ill., 1634:· · . · ·. 

• Origi~~ e ·~ndeoia de; ?4ed.ici, : at length by &.c0e. Life~ Loreuo, 
~-The "Apologia ... ia published ..4ppmdi.l; luxiv. · · 
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CHAPTER II. 

PROM A.D. 1&17 TO .A.D. IUO. 

-
COSIMO I. 

COSDlo DI Grov.llml DE' MEDICI's elevation at seventeen and 
a 1la1f years of age to the lordship of Florence threw a cold and 
withering shade upon the commonwealth ; it blighted A.D. UJ'T • 

.reviving hope and shut out the last beams of expiring 
liberty. After the opening burst of anger a deadly fear over
spread the inhabitants : subdued, mortified, dejected, they 
wandered through the town with downcast looks aahamed of 
their own apathy and enning their unhappy fate in being citi
zens of Florence a title once so glorious revered, and coveted ! 
All felt aabamed that after such a tyranny so fair an occaaion 
should be lost and that some few individuals against the general 
will were allowed again to place a yoke upon their necks. 

Of all opportunities for .recovering lost independence this 
had been the best ; every one was weary of servitude ; the elder 
Medician race the sovereigns of Florence were extinct, and those 
citizens who commanded the arm1 and the fortresses were not dis
inclined to, and could with ease have restored the commonwealth, 
yet almost all had shrunk from the proof; six heavy years of de
spotism bad dislocated thejointsoflibertyand subdued that bound
ing spirit by which they once were moved. Deep execrations were 
breathed against the traitors, and above all others was Franceeco 
Guicciardini anatheinatised with one loud and universal c1ll"M ! 

VOL. V. .., 
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Noble in-birth; by some thought honest, and in theory virtuous; 
his proad yet BGI'did nature chose rather to bow submisai..-ely to 
-despotism than e11dure equality in a freer state, and be openly 
and shamelessly rejoiced in the success of his work. " Let 
them," he linblushingly exclaimed, " Let them mu,-der primu, 
and in a moment tMir place lludl b1 npplilfl by other3." Be
sides his us.tural detestation of popular government Guicciar
dini exalted Cosimo because ~ own daughter Lisa.betta was 
engaged to him in marriage ; and this circumstance coupled with 
the influence he had as he supposed. already gained over Cosimo 
by managing his great lawsuit with Lorenzino, flattered him with 
the hope of ruling Florence while the young Medici followed 
his diversions. He was mistaken : for Cosimo commanding 
as he did ~tb troops and fortresses soon trampled on the 
parchment fetters of his power, and while he aspired to a more 
splendid alliance . dashed aside both C8Stoms and counsels. 
especially Guiooiardim'~ and with the advice of Octa.vian .of 
Medicis determined to assume absolute authority, to attach 
himself exclqsively to Charles, demand his daughter in marriage, 
and eo secure a despotic and unlimited sovereignty *· 

Cosimo had previously been esteemed alloy of slow parts and 
rather timid disposition ; neither of them likely in a Medici 
and both inapplicable to him : he was in fact a true Medici ; 
bold, ambi~ous, able, and naturally deceitful. Under a calm 
reserved and even modest manner, well becoming his youth, he 
concealed the most aspiring thoughts, the most despotie notions, 

·the most profound powers of dissimulation t. No man (for his 
very first acts were those of an experienced statesman, not a boy) 
no man was more jealous of power, and none had more eonftdenee 
in his own ability to ~e it: absolute in temper, suspicious in 

· nature, clear in his views, and resolute in following them, the 
boy-sportsman who was expected to continue his sylvan life 

'· * Adriani, Lib. i0 , pp. 19-20.-Segni, Lib. viii., p. 150 • 
. · t Vi~ eli Coaimo, 1., cia Giovambatiata Cini, Lib. i0 , p. 17, Ed. 1411. 

J 
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and leave older heads to govern, soon became the most dreaded 
statesman in Florence*. This was what Vittori wanted and 
he was honest enough to avow it, but Guiooiardini played a 
deeper game and failed. One of Cosimo's first acts was an 
amnesty for the exiles, but scarcely a man took advantage of it 
except Donato Giannotti, and he finding himself insecure soon 
quitted Florence accompanied by Benedetto V archi the historian 
who although not an exile seems to have attached himself 
for a while to Piero Strozzi, and even carried arms against 
the same Cosimo by whom he was subsequently so much 
befriended t. 

During these transactions the Florentine cardinals Salviati, 
Pucci, Ridolfi, Gaddi, and Monti assembled with all the exiles 
then in &me to discuss the affairs of their country .. Com· 
munieatious were instantly held with Filippo Strozzi, who 
though extremely reluctant to venture purse or person was 
finally induced to enlist a body of men in the cause. His reasons 
were not without weight; more could be done he thought by 
compromise than arms, the war would be that of a public trea
aury against a private purse, and the latter his own ; the success 
doubtful ; the loss certain : he himself was no soldier; Vitelli 
could be bribed ; and any agreement with the Palleschi short 
of pure tyranny would be advisable, more especially as they had 
the imperial forces close at their back and the French, except 
in promises, were doubtful and far away. Nevertheless while 
1loops were rapidly assembling under the cardinals, secretly 
encouraged by Pope Paul; Filippo at the urgent requisition of 
the French ambassador moved from Venice tO Bologna, enlisted 
three thousand men under Count Jeronimo de' Peppoli at 
Casaglione de' Gatti, and made every preparation to advance 
on Florence simultaneously with the &man division of 
exiles. Meanwhile Cosimo bestirred himself; an envoy was 

• Segni, Lib. viii., p. ) 46.-Adriani, Lib. i•, p. 20 .. 
t Adriani, Lib. i•, p. 21.-Varcbi, Lib. aT., p. 822. 

F~ 
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illstantly despatched to conciliate the cardinals and amongst 
them his uncle Salviati who on catching a distant glimpse of 
the pontificate through Cosimo's exaltation is saia to have after
wards viewed national liberty in a different aspect*. Monti 
and Pucci, the first from indifference the last from private feel
ings at once fell off: messengers private and public were sent 
by Coaimo to the cardinals and to Salviati in particular: Cberu
bino Buonanni and Bernardo de' Medici Bishop of Forli, were 
commissioned to the emperor in Spain for the purpose of 
claiming his support and the band of Margaret, together with 
possession of the citadel which Vitelli, who was in fact master 
. of Florence, bad occupied by treachery and held in the emperor's 
name. Justly doubting Vitelli, Cosimo put all his other strong· 
holds in order; he rode through the city attended by Alex
ander's guard but only a few citizens, for the Palleschi were 
insecure, discontented, and plotting how to diminish his power; 
and the great body who were in favour of liberty would not 
expose themselves to the suspicion of having adhered to him ; 
nor did they think his reign could last ; nor was the memory 
of Savonarola or his prophecies yet extinct, but still strong 
and active in the minds of men and fostered by both monks 
and Piagnoni ; so powerful an impression did that priest leave 
on the hearts of his followers ! Many. citizens quitted Florence; 
the people were ·in suspense and doubt, the machine so sud
denly constructed was expected t~ fall as suddenly to pieces, 
and even the children and populace but faintly and timidly 
shouted the rallying cry of the Medici t. In this state of 
public feeling Cosimo bad the gloomy prospect of an attack on 
the side of Bologna by three thousand regular troops besides a 
large b~dy of exiles ; on that of Rome by fifteen hundred ; 
all directed by the power and moral influence of five cardinals 
assisted not only by V alori, Albizzi and the leading exiles, 

• Varehi, Lib. xv., p. 311.-Adriani, Lib. i0 , p. 24. 
t V arehi, Lib. xv., pp. 297-9. 
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but secretly by Paul himself, and even by the kiDg ol Fraace 
through his ambassador in tbat city. 

On the other side the Marquis del Vasto now Imperial Lieu· 
tenant in Lombardy, on hearing of Alexander's death direetly 
offered succours to Cardinal Cibo ; imperial agenm from all 
quarters flocked to Florence, and three thousand Spanish 
infantry besides two German companies were aoon on their 
march from Genoa ; not however to support the Medioim eo 
much as the imperial interests, or rather to subjugate Flo
rence*. Against these difficulties and the audden retnat of 
Margaret to the citadel with all her husband's treasure, Cosimo 
showed an undaunted countenance, and basing his operations 
on the dangerous imperial succours whose march be bunied u 
much as possible, determined to overreach the cardinals. The 
latter bad now arrived at Monte Rosi and were advancing 
rapidly on Florence when the confirmed suceeea of Coaimo 's 
election startled them and turned Salviati's thoughts to higher 
schemes, as the first rumour of it bad detached Monti and Pucci, 
neither being warmly inclined to the oauae t. Ridolfi was 
still sincere and Salviati pretended to be so, yet retarded every 
movement towards Florence. At .Montepulciano Cosimo's 
ambf~Ssadors met and 6nally persuaded them to quit their 
troops who were fast closing up under Gianpaulo Orsini da 
Ceri and Ruberto Strozzi, and proceed peaceably to Florence. 
To accomplish this Cosimo had promised to stop the forward 
maroh of the Spaniards, and on the other hand a note from 
Salviati ordered the disbanding of Filippo Strozzi's levies 
in the north :. Yet the advance of the Imperialists so far 
from being slackened was hastened to the utmost, and the 
Marquis del Vasto was too ready on all oocasions to support 
his master's authority against French influence in Florence 

• Lettere di PriDeipi, YoL iii., folio 33, 38. 
161.-Aclriani, Lib. i0 , p. 26. t There ia aome dlacrepuacy about 
t AdriaDi, Lib. i0 , pp. (0 md 2.- the «ZQCC time when &liil note wu 
Cini, Vita di eo.imo, Lib. i0 , pp. 32, written. 
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whatever faction might be uppermost. For this purpose nume
rous envoys were despatched there, amongst whom was the Abate 
Negro from Andrea Doria. and afterwards Bernardino Bishop 
of Aquila made his appearance, all charged with full powers tO 
treat for the emperor*. Paul III. on the contrary entirely but 
secretly abetted the &xiles, for he had a private quarrel with 
Alexander and cordially hated the Medici whose property 
at Ippolito's death he had seized, plundered, or given up to 
their creditors ; and moreover was resolved on exalting the 
house of Faroese at all hazards. He had made his natural 
son Pier Luigi, Gonfalonier of the Church, from which he had 
already determined to sever Parma and Placentia as a duke
dom : to accomplish this was difficult ; but by making himself 
neutral between Charles and Francis he would be courted by 
both and the city of Novara had already been conferred on 
Pier Luigi Faroese by the former. Alexander who was 
thoroughly Ghibeline had exclaimed loudly against such equi
vocal conduct and called on him to declare himself, which 
coupled with the private enmity already existing made Paul 
not only rejoice in his death but become a more bitter enemy 
of hiS successort. In the neighbourhood of Florence the car
dinals, though their progress was retarded hy every,possible 
means, were treated most respectfully and honourably t: Cosimo 
first sent Alamanno de' Pazzi to welcome their entrance into 
the Florentine states ; then followed Matteo Niccolini and 
Luigi Ridolfi as amb&BSadors to request some clear exposition 
of their views and invite a calm discUSBion of what might seem 

· best for the public welfare. At ten miles distance, on the 
representation of Cosimo through Boccale de' Medici, their 
followers were gently disarmed, but not without great suspicion 
and almost a retrograde movement on the part of the cardinals 

• Adriarrl, Lib. i., p. 25. of theh reception, and Ba)'l that they 
t Varehi, Lib. xv., p. 802. were roughly spoken to and treated. 
:1: Nardi dift'en from other writers, (Vide Lib. x., p. 329.) 
eopecially from Adriarrl, in the ICCOUnt 
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who feared foul play while Coeimo apprehended a pop..W 
rising against himself from the enoouragement of their pre
sence*. They however proceeded and were received by Coaimo 
in persoa at the gates : negotiations aoon began · ancl 8'rery 
means were made use of by Ridolfi and apparently by Salviati 
to persuade his sister that her son had bettler renounce the 
principality and retire to a private etation. But thollgh Maria 
was somewhat alarmed at the first announcement of Coeimo's 
exaltation in consequence of Alexander's recent fate, she bad 
already rallied, and no less ambitious than he plainly declared 
to her brother that as the dignity was not sought by either but 
freely bestowed by Cosimo's fellow-citizens she would adnse 
him in face of every peril to hold it and stake life and liberty 
withal : if he failed, the satisfaction of having been a sovereign 
would still be left, .and to give his place up tamely would only 
show an ignoble mind and do no credit to either of them. On 
seeing this, Salviati who was thought to be the secret abettor 
of all, endeavoured to come to a compromise, but Ridolfi anti 
Baooio V alori would bear of none and insisted on the old 
popular form of government with some restrictions. " But, 
Baccio," said V ettori, " what form do you intend to give to 
this new government of priors and gonfalonier '" Valori did 
not care what form provided that it were only free. "But," 
rejoined V ettori, .. if you guard it with restrictions it will not 
" be free ; and if you do not, what will there be to prevent 
" yov being expelled by the people, and being thus foroed to 
" fly with disgrace from Florence ?" "Then," angrily retorted 
Ridolfi, " do you Francesco want to commit an act of such 
" wickedness as to set up a tyrant, so that none shall have 
"liberty to think of the public good or the city's welfare?" 
And with equal heat V ettori answered, " Yes, this wicked act 
" of setting up a tyrant must be accomplished, just because in 
•• these · times we shall find no way that is a whit leBB wicked." 

* Adrilai, Lib. i., p. 26.--CiDi, Lib. i., p. 39. 
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Thu ended the diacwJsion but not without long and 'Violent 
interruptions and insults from Vitelli's soldiers, all artfully 
excited by hlm and Guicciardini, who foresaw that the sword 
alone aa in all such oases, would decide the difference, and 
that was exclusi'Yely in the banda of Vitelli who wielded it for 
himself and the emperor ; he had the fortress, Margaret, and 
Alexander's treasures; the last of which he plundered; and 
was virtually master of Florence*· 

Ridolfi and V alori then retired with the intention of bring
ing up their troops from Montepulciano but Salviati conjured 
them to take no decided step until he bad made one more 
attempt at accommodation : the citizens who had hoped some
thing from their arrival were disappointed; the insolence of 
Vitelli's troops and reenforcements had augmented to such a 
degree that they seemed, as they really were, masters. of the town 
and the acclamations of the populace for MediCian role resounded 
on all sides ; wherefore but little good was to be expected. This 
attachment of the populace was not undeserved ; while they 
met only contempt and oppression from the rich and free 
citizens the Medici had always taken pains to .court them and 
cheek such oppressions which thus to a certain point upheld 
justice between rich and poor : neither did this class feel any 
direct taxation ; their markets were generally well . supplied, 
and they were continually amused by small donations games 
and spectacles which gave both work and pleasure at the sole 
cost of the Medici, or rather of the public; but to the indirect 
source of expense which was themselves, these people never 
looked. NevertheleBS, the fact seems undoubted that the 
Florentine populace and subject cities were at all times far 
more attached to the princes of the house of Medici than to 
the popular government of Florencet. Salviati had been urgent 

• Adriani, Lib. i•, pp. 26-33.-Nardi, pp. 153-6.- Cini, Vi&& di Co11111o, 
Lib. x., pp. 329-335.-Vart"lli, Lib. Lib. i•, pp. 31-32. 
ltT., pp. 311-322.-Begni, Lib. viii., t Adriani, Lib. i., p. U. 
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with his nephew, not indeed to gi~e up the lordship of Florence, 
bot to renounce the imperial party for that of Francis, aa being 
more certain and beneficial : but Coaimo saw too clearly into 
the difference of character and abilities of tbeee two monarchs, 
therefore adhered to Charles; and is moreover said to ba~e 
utterly confuted all Salviati's reasoning on the subject*· 

The three cardinals' mo~ements after all negotiation bad 
finished are variously narrated, but the result according to 
8egni and Cini was a sort of compromise with Coaimo signed 
by the e:riles, by which they were declared free to return : the 
Montepuleiano forces and all other levies to be disbanded, 
Cosimo continuing to rule under existing limitations, and the 
Spanish auxiliaries then near Florence to be remanded. Sal· 
tiat.i remained in the city, the other cardinals retired for a while 
to the country but finally quitted their villaa with V alori for Bo
logna : the exiles' force was dismissed, but they themselves feared 
to return, and the Spaniards instead of retiring were brought 
hasbly up and quartered round Fiesole. Salviati's repeated 
attempts to influence Cosimo awakened his mother's appre
hensions ; she believed that Guiceiardiui and other counsellors 
might be won by him and therefore promptly informed Vitelli 
that unless some means were found to remo~e her brother all 
1IWld be ruined and the emperor lose Florence. Vitelli 
though somewhat startled at such a hint from a sister, instant11 
marched a thousand men to Salviati's houae, occupied the door· 
way, stairs, and ante·chamber; commanded the troops to elash 
their arms as if in tumult and so alarmed the cardinal that 
he decamped next day and finally joined his companions at 
Bolognat. 

It has been said that on Alexander's death the Duchess of 
Florence had fted with all her treasure to the citadel, and that 
Vitelli seeing his advantage in commanding both, bad aueceeded 

• Adriam, Lib. i0 , p. 29. pp. ,3-4,.-Varehi, Lib. n., pp. 820. 
t Ibid., p. 33.- CiDi, Vita, Lib. i0 , 21.-Segni, Lib. 'riii., pp. 166-168. 
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by stratagem in his object. He knew that the governor Pau~ 
}antonio da Parma was a weak and careless man, and had there
fore managed to introduce some troops and a captain of his own 
as second in command. On the very night of Cosimo's election 
be requested a conference with Pa"!llantonio at the gate, and as 
previously concerted, h!s officer, Meldola of Otranto, called out 
" Traitor " from the ramparts above : it was night: a slight 
tumult had been excited outside on purpose to draw Paulantonio 
nearer to the gate, whereupon Vitelli watching his mom'ent gave 
him a jerk and shut him out altogether, then with Meldola's 
aid made himself master of the fortress. Immediately waiting 
on Margaret and Cardinal Cibo who had retired with her, he 
assured them that all was done with a view to their safety and 
the emperor's benefit: of the former there was small danger; the 
latter was true, but so mingled with Vitelli's personal interest 
as to become identical. He also endeavoured to justify this. 
conduct to Cosimo who feigned acquiescence, Vitelli publicly 
promising both him and Guicciardini to hold the citadel for that 
prince and the Florentine government. The duke, for so he 
was already called, suppressed his anger and dissembled, yet 
was boldly counselled by Acciaiuoli to arrest Vitelli at the next 
audience and after casting him from the palace windows proceed 
at once to the fortress, marry the duchess by force and trust to
an after-explanation with the emperor*. This was a daring 
act yet Cosimo seemed willing to venture, and by doing eo 
would have saved himself a world of subsequent anxiety ; but 
Guicciardini's fears of incensing the emperor made him prefer 
dissimulation and Vitelli proceeded triumphantly. With the 
assistance ofL'Unghero, Giomo, and some imperial agents about 
the young and inexperienced Margaret Alexli.nder's property 
was shamefully pillaged, a great part, especially of the money, 
remaining with Vitelli, to the amount of 60,000 ducats, besides 

* Nardi, Lib. s:., p. 326~-Cini, Vita, 299.-Adriani, Lib. i0 , p. 21.~ 
Lib, i0 , p. 31.-Varchi, Lib. s:v., p. Lib. viii., p. 148. · 
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valuables of every kind equal to half that sum. Loading his 
mules with these, and other costly articles from the phmder of 
Lorenzo's and Cosimo 'a dwellings, this chief, who was illegitimat.e 
and a simple military adventurer, aent the booty to Citena a 
town he once held for Clement VII. where he porchued ex
tensively. By all this villany he made himself in reality 
master of Flo1'6Dce, for the iaperial .gents looked to him as & 

man on whom their sovereign's interests depended, and courted 
him accOrdingly; his inaoleuce therefore became unbounded 
and when he visited. Cosimo it was always with a strong guard. 
Nor was this power confined to Florence ; at Pistoia where 
faction was up and bloody and in many other places he wu repre
sented like a prince by his minions and everywhere fomented 
divisions in order to make use of them when occasion required. 

Cosimo thus fleeced and his property plundered for his own 
honour, had only the state coffers to supply both public and pri
vate expenses ; and they were ·empty I The consequence wu 
new loans and a more stringent taution whicn ran the annual 
revenue up to 1100,000 florins and bore heavily on a distressed 
and discontented people ; yet with all this the salt tax was les
sened and yielded a greater revenue*. Faction it has been 
just said was again rife in Pistoia according to custom when any 
great revolution occurred in Florence : Baccino Bracciolini, the 
chief of that family and the Cellesi, and leader of all the Pan
ciatic faction was with Franceaoo Brunozzi in Florence at 
Alexander's death; hearing of it by times they instantly repaired 
to Pistoia and assembling the Panciatichi related what bad 
occurred, urged them to seize so auspicious a moment, and on 
pretence of supporting the Medici control Pistoia by driving their 
rivals with slaughter flames and_ devastation into everlasting exile. 
Such oounsel was too gratifying not to be approved, too congenial 
not to. be instantly adopted: they immediately armed; their 
youngest men issued forth with concealed daggers and stabbed 

• Cini, Vita,. Lib. i", pp. •9 ed 62.-&gni, ·Lib. Tiii., p. 1.68. 
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every individual of the opposite faction that they met : fourteen 
principal enemies were thus silently despatched while pur
suing their private business : then came the tumult : armed 
Panciatichi filled the streets ; the Cancellieri fled in all direc
tions, but neither private house nor public palace, nor tower 
nor temple nor altar, nor sepulchre, nor even the seat of law 
and justice itself could save them ; some flew through the city 
gates, others leaped from the walls and fled towards Pratn 
Florence and the neighbouring bills : yet all in vain I They 
were pursued everywhere ; neither castle nor villa nor church 
nor convent availed agaiost the knife of their enemies I Gavi
nana, San Marcello, Lanciuola, Crespole, Pupiglio, Cutigliano, 
all streamed with the blood of the Cancellieri ; not of men 
alone, ~ut women and children and infants in their cradle 
were promiscuously sacrificed to the Moloch of ambition, 
hatred, ~d private feud*· Giovan Filippo Sozzifanti an old. 
man of seventy was tottering along on his stick endeavouring 
to save himself in the hospital of Ceppo when he was over
taken by a near relation belonging to the other set, and one of 
the Bracclolini exclaimed, " Let him go, he is old and cannot 
live much longer." "Then," answered the other, "it il ~tter 
" that 1u skould faU by my kana wlw as his kinsman toiU uu 
" him more dilcreetly ana kill him with fewer wound& than 
" others would do." And so saying stabbed him to the heart f. 

These disorders affected the exiles : Baccio V alori scared 
from Florence by Vitelli's ferocious insolence when the latter 
was relieved from apprehension by the dispersion of Salviati's 
troops, had retired to his villa called " Il Baroru " situated 
near Montale a stronghold of the Cancellieri faction belonging 
to the rich and powerful Gheratdini, where many of the Pis
toian fugitives had sought shelter!. Here he busied himself 
in nourishing the flame of their vengeance, and expecting Nio-

• Adriani, Lib. i•, p. 22.-V archi, toia e Fazioni d'ltalia, tom. iii., Lib. 
Ll'b. xv., pp. 326-32. ni., p. 145. 
t Michel' Angelo Salvi, m.t. di Pll- ; Ibidem, Lib, :ai., p. 146. 
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colaio BraccioliDi with a detachment paid by Filippo Stroui, he 
hoped to makt! a counter-revolution in Piatoia. This iDcreued 
the alarms and suspicious of Salriati'a influence in Florence 
as already noticed, and occasioned the final disperaion of the 
cardinals, who firat joining V alori at his villa were agaiD scared 
by Vitelli and fled to Bologna*· Here their consultations 
recommenced, but Filippo Strozzi, knowing that the main 
expense of war would fall on his ahoulden and deaigniDg atill 
to effect a compromise, was overruled ; and Bartolommeo Caval
canti, not an exile but disgusted with events at Florence, wu 
by acclamation appointed ambassador to Francis I. He waa 
to demand of that monarch as the protector of 10 many and 
so powerful a body of exiles, the open espousal of their eauae 
and their reswration by force of arms, with an engagement on 
their part to hold Florence at his devotion. This was warmly 
seconded by the French ambassador at Venice who disbursed 
40,000 ducats towards the commencement of war iD Tuscany and 
as a diversion for the imperial armies in Piedmont where the 
French banners were fast retiring before them. Much promise 
accompanied this gift, but the Imperialists were too strong in 
Tuscany to allow of any hostile movement at that moment 
without more solid aid from Francis. About this time Piero 
Strozzi joined the exiles from Piedmont, where be bad been 
making his first campaigns and gained laurels as a colonel iD 
the French service, but now with his fiery intemperate spirit 
be subdued his father by threats and insolence, urgiDg for· 
ward hostilities with all the unfledged confidence of a young 
and ardent candidate for military fame inflated by an in· 
cipient credit in the ranks of France t. His presence gave 
new strength to V alori and Antonfrancesco degli Albizzi, 
both strong for war but bitherkl repressed by Salviati and 
Filippo Strozzi. The former expected great assistance from 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. i•, p. 46. Lib. xv., p. 889.-Cinl, Vita, Lib. I•, 
t Adriani, Lib. i•, p. M.-Varchl, pp. 47-9. 
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the · Guelphs of Ecclesiastical Romagna * whom he had, as he 
thought, conciliated when governor; also from the mountainous 
districts of Florentine Romagna, and from Borgo San Sepolcro 
where the rival families of Picchi and Grazziani, the former 
thorough Medici, the latter guelphic and democratic, were as in 
every other Italian city, continually struggling for mastery. 
He was deceived ; for not only did the Gh1belines oppose 
themselves in Romagna to any guelphic movement, but about 
lmola the memory of Caterina Sforza and Giovanni de' Medici, 
the father and grandmother of Cosimo, wati still fresh and 
grateful amongst the number of old soldiers and other distin
guished persons who had shared their hero's glory and his 
bounty, and strange to say, were still ready to acknowledge 
their obligations! All these now seeing their old comma.i:lder's 
son, the boy whom in his adversity they would, while still un
broken, have taken into their ranks, taught him to tread his 
father's footsteps and ultimately take his place above them ; now 
seeing him exalted but yet in want of aid, so far from counte
nancing any adverse movement they flocked to his ranks at Flo
rence repressed every whisper against him in Romagna and gave 
prompt and constant information of all his enemy's movements t. 
Although some of this spirit was doubtleSB excited by prospects 
of subsequent benefit and perhaps promises from Cosimo, still 
it is gratifying to contemplate the influence that Giovanni of 
the " Black Bands " had acquired over every soldier that 
approached his, person or who had ever in any way served 
under him. His daring courage and chivalrous character ; his 
noble countenance; his unbounded generosity and utter want 
of selfishneBB ; his justice, discipline, judgment, and discrimi
nation in the choice of men ; his fatherly care of the troops ; 
his protection of their just rights and claims, and his uncommon 
military talents, all combined to secure this extraordinary influ. 

* Tbe factions and names of Guelph where. 
, and Gbibeline still continued in Ro- t .Adriani, Lib. i., pp. 36-37. -cw, 

mapa, but were little beard of elte- " Vita,': Lib. i., p. 49, 

-~- , -=--~---~---- - -



·CB.tP.u.] OOIJKO LORD OP PLOUlfCK. 79 

. ence ; for be died poor, and except in his military character, 
powerleM. And although he seems to have been imbued in an 
emill4tnt degree with the prevailing ferocity of that age and 
eountry, yet under all there must have been working an inborn 
grandeur of principle which presened his memory eo long alter 
death in the heart of every man of every rank that ever bowed 
to his commands; a sentiment which made them cling to his 
widow and infant son while in adversity with melancholy affec
tion, by voluntarily offering themselves as protectors when their 
aid ·though servieeable was not only disinterested but dangerous 
to themselves. And it was a noble tribute when flinging into 
his grave the flaunting but victorious banners under which he 
bad so often led them, they snatched his funeral standards in 
their stead, and made the sable foldinga flutter with his 
living spirit, and resplendent with his glory*· Giovanni 
had acquired all this fame at twenty·seven years of age, 
in times remarkable for a contempt of morality and every 
other virtue, social or public, when opposed to personal in
'terest, sensual appetites, or craving ambition : had he lived, 
the history of Italy and even of Europe might have taken 
another course and Charles the Fifth have been deprived of 
half his greatness. 

The exiles' deliberations were not unheeded by Cosimo who 
with Vitelli and Pirro Colonna an imperial agent, besides other 
capteins, put the whole territory into as good a state of military 

. defence as money and circumstances would allow in the midst 
of so moth adverse influence as these emigrants everywhere 
exercised t. Thoir first act under Piero 's advice was an attempt 
on Castrocaro which failed : Borgo San Sepolcro then attracted 
notice and a body of troops under Piero were levied at Filippo 
Strozzi's expense to surprise it through the instrumentality of 
Alessandro Rondinelli the Mediciau commissary· coupled with a 
general hatred of the Pichi family by the inhabitants. ~· 

* Cioi, " .Vita," Lib. i0 , pp. 1-16. 
... t Ibid., p. 61.-Adrlaoi, Lill.i•,p. 17. 
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French ambassador urged this with the usual promises of money, 
troops, and open war, if the attack succeeded: it was worth a 
trial, for succeBB would have shaken Cosimo if not toppled him 
from his yet uusteady position ; even the very attempt rufBed 
him, for the Spanish forces whose insolence and ravages had 
exasperated and alienated all the lower V aldaroo, though strong 
for active and offensive war were actually undermining his power 
by their licentiousness and the expenses necessary to check 
it. Florence, Pisa, Pistoia, Prato, Empoli, even the distant 
Montepulciano and other places required paid garrisons for 
their protection from these friendly troops : the cost became 
enormous ; loans were exhausted ; taxation was at a maximum, 
and even its very sources were dried up by the Bight of numerous 
wealthy citizens with their moveable property; for all expected 
a revolution and the ephemeral duration of Prince Cosimo 's 
power. On the exiles' side, hope expectation, confidence, and 
promises both from pope and king, all increased in despite of 
Salviati's and Strozzi's warnings, who both so strongly objected 
to war that they left Bologna along with Gaddi and Ridolfi and 
retired to Venice and Ferrara. Jacopo Spini had meanwhile 
succeeded Rondinelli as commissary at Borgo San Sepolcro ; 
Piero however marched against that town with some hopes on 
the thirteenth of April 1537 which began the first act of open 
hostility against Cosimo. Bologna was at this time full not only 
of exiles but other emigrants from Florence, some however in 
appearance only ana acting as spies for Cosimo : amongst these 
were Filippo Nerli and Jacopo de' Medici who feigned dis
content while they transmitted intelligence : they were neither 
believed nor trusted by the exiles, but did mischief and alto
gether injured the cause*. 

Spini meanwhile was active, and well supported with troops 
by Cosiroo: Piero marched with great rapidity, exhausted his 
men by fatigue and hunger, arrived, saw himself overmatched, 

* Cilli, "Vita," Lib. i•, p • .5.&.-Nerli, Lib. m., p. 296. 
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and retzeated as rapidly as a tired army would allow. At. 
tempting to oecupy Seetino he waa repullei with 1018 by tiM 
.people and pe&8&Dtry ; his troops aoOn. di&peraed &oa 'WUlt, and 
he was compelled to take shelter u Bellone in the cluohr of 
Urbino not only with tbe lotJ8 of funda, and reput.Gion; but 
involving the rain of a better 81lterpriae under m. brolher 
Robert who with Giaopaulo Ol'llliDi d& Ceri ._. J.dizlg an 
army mto the v.pper V a1daroo from Cutel de:U. Pine ; IIDd 
moreovel' urestiag aiaultaneGUS movements at Kolltecac· 
eoli and ~ lbe C&Deellieri abou• Piatoia: aiMllleequent 
insurreeti.on of Borgo SaD Bepolcro in CODSeqoence of the liee~ 
tious pressure of Vitelli'a troops would ban given him &IIOther 
and surer ch&nce of aucceu had he kooW!l. how to keep bia 
men together ; but all waa loet bJ impruclence, and the failure 
restored both weight and equilibrium to Coaimo •. Tbia prince 
was still more steadied by the retum of his eRTOy from Spain 
with favourable aeeounta from Charlee whoee pleuure the COUDt 
of Sifonte was soon to make known u Floreoce. 

After his defeat Pi.ero SVoazi proceeded to Rome, but the 
mass of Coaimo'a forces were moved towards the Caaentine 
from an apprehenaion of that province becoming the aeat of 
war, the Spaniards occupying Ponte-a-Sieve which cleared 
the lower V aldarno. and in eonsequenee of this mOTement 
toWIU'ds the. capital rumoun aroee of a tumult in Florence; 
Df Coeimo having been wounded and Vitelli killed : the whole 
country soon became agitated ; Piaa eTer eager for liberty Will 

up in arms, and nothing but certain truth allayed the ferment.; 
Jet Fazio da Piaa, who had followed Vitelli's eumple and trea
cheroQSly held Leghorn for the emperor, wu in continual 
OODUilnnieati.on with the malcontenta of the former oity ; ad 
Girolamo da V eoohiano an agent of the pope's whoee iniioence 
equalled Fazio's, also abowed. . himself too bay and at the 

• Adriani, Lib. i0 , pp. 4248.--clni, Lib. to, pp. li0-56.-Varchi, Lib. :n., 
pp. Ml to 36D. 
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instigation as was supposed of Pierluigi Farnese and the Floren~ 
tine cardinals he vainly endeavoured to seduce Matteo da FaJ>.. 
briano governor of the citadel : Cortona and Monte a Sansorino 
also tottered in their allegiance and added greatly to Cosiino's 
embarrassments*; Pistoian factions chimed in with deadly knell 
and all the country smelt of blood. Within the city the Pan
ciatichi were victorious, and generally so without ; and when 
their rivals were suppreseed they raked up ancient feuds. and 
fought amongst themselves : having got command of Pistoiil 
by the expulsion of their own partisans of the Brunozzi race, the 
Bracciolini and Cellesi at once declared for Cosimo with whose 
favour they expected to maintain the ascendant, while he, send: 
ing Luigi Guicciardini as commissary, was happy to keep Flo
rence tranquil and retain her subject towns under any form of 
obedience f. 

His task was arduous ; nevertheless the weakne88, errors, 
and insincerity of the Cardinals and leading exiles ; especially 
their allowing themselves to be duped by the ruling party 
when a vigorous effort would have crushed it ; first established 
Cosimo's authority, as the arrival of Fernando de _Sylva Count 
of Sifonte confirmed his sway. In full senate on the twenty• first 
of June Sifoilte produced the emperor's decree whereby Cosimo 
de' Medici was declared legitimate successor to Duke Alex
ander in the principality of Florence; ·Lorenzo de' Medici, 
his brother ·Giuliano, and all the descendants of Pierfran
cesco being deprived for ever of their right of inheritance on 
account of that duke's murder. In exobange, three things 
were demanded : first that the citadel should be delivered up 
as imperial property in consequence of the compact with Alex
ander at Naples : second that the dowry of Margaret, which 
bad been acknowledged but nel·er paid by Charles, should be 
returned to: her a8 if it had ; and thirdly that. the exiles might 

• Adriani; Lib. i•, p. 45. 
t Adrian!, Lib. i•, P• 50.- Cini, "Vita," Lib. ii•, pp •. 57~62. 
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be restored and the government aettled, ao that they should be 
able to live· securely at Florence. Sifonte came as ambassador, 
nominally to protect the widowed ducheea and Coeimo 'a 
youth, hut really to spy into the true condition of the state, 
to ascertain the bias of public opinion, and more especially 
the intentions of those citizens who had elected him, f'or 
the emperor had heard that in despite of appearances little 
concord eDsted amongst them ; but above all to ascertain 
whether in ease of permitting that prince to inherit the power 
and titles of Alexander he could be eaCely trusted, and in addi· · 
tion Sifonte was to compare and estimate the various advan
tages of preserving the emting government or altering it wholly 
or partially according to the particular interests of hie master. 
Such was Charles · the Fifth's object, and he little reeked who 
reigned while his own tum was served ; Cosimo knew this well 
and determined to acquiesce : a council was nominated to treat 
with Sifonte ; he invited the cardinals and exiles to send their 
deputies; all were averse but Filippo Strozzi and Salviati, Cor 
popular government was not these leade~· object and the others 
knew that from Charles it was useless to demand it : however 
Donato Giannotti was at last despatched to negotiate but 
without full powers, wherefore SiConte dismissed him roughly. 
He then found a prevailing inclination to France amongst the 
citizelis, much diversity of opinion, and the elements of future 
discord ; so judging that an iron hand and a single arm would 
best uphold imperial authority and imperial interests, he pro· 
mised Cosimo the title of duke, received the oath of fidelity 
from Vitelli and Fazio da Pisa for the two fortresses ; levied an 
annual contribution on the new sovereign in the shape of rent 
fur the real property of Alexander until his widow's never· 
reeei~ portion should be liquidated ; ordered her to reside at 
Prato for a while; whence she removed to Pisa and thence to 
Spain, and having. thus fulfilled his mission quitted the city *. 
• Nerli, Lib. xii., p. 297.-Adriani, Lib. i•, pp. 51-52-Varc:hi, Lib. :uL, 
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War again became aCtiYe 'between Charles and Francis, 
but the latrer though he had repelled invasion had never pene
trated beyoud Piedmont, and even there had been compelled 
by Antonio. de Leyva's suooe810r the Marquis del Vasto. to ~ 
linquisb many of his conquests *. The acquisition o.f Milan in 
addition to Naples had giYen a 'ftBt preponde1'8.1lCe to Spe.nilh 
power, and coupled with imperial rights aiKl privil~ and the 
vicinity of that state to Germany had rendered Charles little 
less than absolute in Italy. Venice was Oil his Sank but au._ 
servient ; not only from her numerous points of eontaet with so 
superior a power, but by her recent losses &.Bd expeDie, md 
her now palpable decay proceeding as well from Turkish aggre. 
sions and Portuguese enterp~, as. from the perm&lleDt 
establishment of transalpine nations within the Peniosal&. 
She was however as yet independe~~t and still strorig; bot better 
able to forbear than oft'end as she wu wont before her strength 
bad come into collision with more formidable antagonists. The 
church both from Italian territory and univena.E :rents ought 
to have been powerful_; it was once and eould bave oontin-.ed. 
so ; but nepotism avarice and ambition had even then brought 
her down beyond 'What a still firm religioUB grasp on the worW. 
might have given reason to anticipate. She wu shaken by 
heresy, by her ill-managed resources as a temporal power, and 
by the growing disregard of sovereigns and vassals for her 
sanctity as a spiritual one. PiedmODt was become aa areua for 
Spanish and French gladiators while her native princes lookecl 
down from their -snowy mountains on the spectacle: Mond'enat 

pp. 368-375.- Segni, Lib. viii., pp. 
165-169. - Cini, .. Vita," Lib. ii•, 
pp. 63-5. 
* Ant". de Leyva died of eicku
before Marseilles in 1536, wbil:e com
manding Ch!U"let's unfortui!Me upe
dition against ProveDCll. At the eame 
time the Castilian poet, <hrcilaao de 
Ia Vega was killed b;r. IQme ruetiC!I 

who defended a tower. The emperor 
naturally felt this 1088,. battered do
the to.,er, and cruelly IIA:rifieed ita 
defender& to the manea of the poet. u:a 
act that GIU"cilaso himae~ had he 
reviTed, could eearcely liMe -tdecl 
uecrating •. (Vide .Marialta, .so-ila 
de Ia Hmoria rk :&pana, AtmG 
1536, p. 349, Madrid, fol. 1678). 
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Jaad devolved by female aacceeaion to the house of Mantua : 
Ferrara and other petty priucea were rather auft'erecl than 
reigning and no longer of weight except u military oom
mandera: 8i8D& still existed in erie and trouble, but DOdded to 
her fall and was a mere imperial city: Lucca like San Marino 
was too insigni6cant to meddle with except u an 0001aional 
purse for the strong to loosen. Genot.lfter a vatiety of changes 
eJ\ioyed something like independence under the auspices of 
Andrea Doria and with it more quiet liberty than she had 
alnt9st ever experieoced; bat still abe wu merely permitted 
to 8U8tain an uncontrolled emteooe under the imperial eagle 
while the Gallic wolf waa wUcbing the moment to devour 
her, and Corsica bad nearl;r cnmbled from her grup; 
ao that IUSpicion doubt and ineecurity 61led her measure u 
full u that of the other pot.entat.ee of Ital;r. Florence was 
ttill wbole. but wom weake11ed and uhauated. the play·. 
thiDg of her OWD children aad the very foot.ball of tn.nsal· 
pine sovereigns. The exiles had DOt yet given up all hope ; by 
their bad mao&gelll8Dt they bad apoiled a fair oocuion, an 
almoat certain chance oot likely to return : and being unable 
to maintain an army long at their own cost had recourse as we 
have seen to Francie. The Count of llirandola still adhered 
to that mooaroh, o.trering his strongholds u garrisons ; 
and it wu through this footing that the latter expected to 
reiistahlish himself in Italy. When Giannotti related the ill
au00088 ol his mission even Sllliati and Filippo Stroui were 
reluctantly compelled by the exiles. especially the ;rounger 
ones, to support the general voice for war with all ita conse
quences against Cosimo. The two great leaders of this party 
were Piero Stroui and Bernardo Sllviati Prior of Rome and 
brother of the cardinal, both of whom had liberty on their lips 
rather than in their hearts ; nor were the father and brother 
more deeply attached to it, but neither wished for war : it was 
~ uncertain an~ oostly game which Strozzi felt would waste the 
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only thing that gave him consequence in exile, but for this lie was· 
insolently taunted and rebuked by Piero and lost ground in the 
opinion of all his party. Nor did the cardinal escape better; a 
torrent of abme was opened on his proceedings from the day he 
entered Florence and allowed himself to be duped into losing the 
noblest game that ever people played for national liberty. These 
reproaches forced both into the majority : Cavalcanti and Luigi 
Alamanni wrote sanguine letters about the French Iring's pro
mises intentions and wishes for their outbreak, and even giving 
hopes of his personal aid in conducting them triumphantly to 
F lorence : the French ambassadors at Rome and Venice con
firmed and seconded these promisee; the.pope encouraged them. 
and every act was sure to prosper : this might have been had 
there only existed one good directing head. but all was equality 
and consequent .confusion; a mixture of haste, self-indulgence. 
jealousy, and overweening confidence*! By the pecuniary aid 
of Francis, which was even more slender than his professions, 
eked out by the large though reluctant disbursements of Strozzi~ 
four thousand infantry and three hundred horse were raised 
under the various orders of Piero Strozzi, Bernardo Salviati. 
and Capino di Capo of Mantua an experienced officer who by 
the French king's or ambassador's wishes was made commander
in-chief and Baccio V alori commissary; yet these appointments 
were not accomplished without heartburningst. 

Mirandola was appointed as the rendezvous, and there a great 
concourse of exiles and soldiers eager for employment were 
soon assembled but all as yet in disorder. The confidence of 
V alori was great and startling for a man of such experience 
and he infected Filippo Strozzi ; they made sure of some 
.moveme~t in Prato, Pistoia and even Florence itself at the 

• Cini, Lib. ii•, pp. 65-66 • ..:_Adriani, 
Lib. i•, pp. 53-54. 
t Varchi, Lib. xvi., pp. 376-378.
Nardi, Lib. :~:., pp. 389-40.- Nerli. 

Lib. :~:ii., p. 299.-Cini, Lib. ii•, J1P.. 
66-67.- Segni, Lib. viii., p. 173.
Adriani, Lib. i•, pp. 53·54.-Ammi
rato, Lib. U:Eii., pp. 448-9. 
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mere ·flutter o£ their banners, apparently £orgettiDg the cautioa 
and ability of Cosimo, his numerous and well-disciplined eoldiera, 
his skilful capt&iDs, and the vigilance o£ the imperial o8lcera 
in 811 that affected their sovereign. On the other band their 
o-wa troops were new levies, interior in numben, unorganized, 
led £or the most part by young and inexperienced men, abound
iDg in jealousy and discord, and little obedient to command. 
There was no artillery, little money, no magazinee, and their 
French supporters were far away while Coeimo had poeeeeaion 
of the whole country and its reaooroee, kept hls meD well paid 
and well supplied, and the German emperor at hia back. 
The exiles' force was held together by promilea, Cosimo'1 by 
discipline ; the former was loose rash and enthusiastie, the 
latter grim compact aad firm ; aad thus were they prepared to 
combat*. 

Nor W88 this all; Filippo Strozzi had beea in secret com· 
monieation with Francesco V ettori aad showed himself ready 
to make such a compromise as would have aacrifieed liberty and 
been scouted by his countrymen ; this too waa undertaken with 
Cosimo's 88.1letion who urged him to quit Valori, resigt his sons, 
and wait for time aad opportunity to settle the government but 
not force Cosimo into the imperial pal'ty or nrln the Florea· 
tine territory by war. AU this was good aad politic £rom Vettori 
aad Cosimo ; war was no doubt lllljust.Uiable except for the 
stake at hazard, and the advice~ its effect on Filippo's good 
Sense. his age, hls avarice, and hls epicurean nature, which left 
no room for political principle or my other that interfered with 
its indulgence. Baccio V alori, Antonfmnceeco degli Albizzi aad 
other leaders were poor and disappointed men; Balviati a selfish 
and ambitious one; each, and many others along with them, had 
his private aad special interest in conflict Mth the public good, 
and all were discordant; but the vast inflated mantle o£ 

lr Varchi, Lib. xn., pp. 378-9 • .:_Ammirato, Lib. zuil., P• .•• 9.-Adriani; 
Llo. i0 , p. 64.-ciDi, Lib. uo, p. 67. 
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liberty ()Overed. everything and eoneealed their mutual cleoep
ticmt &Dd aeJ&h unpriucipled daligos *· 

Amongst the DI88IJ of fugitives were many of a nobler stamp 
and Jioeerer mind, wt they were generally poor awl powerleaa 
and. d~t on the leaden: of these last Piero Stroui. 
though .raah aod eoDfideot. wae more frank and aiDc:ere tbm 
Filippo; he embaced, nominally at leeat. the broader cause ol 
Uberty and populu' government &nd along with his young com
pwloD8 aeoroed all compromise : with thilm too he 1188 elt8R 
for glory Uld 'Will' no matter where or fur what cause 'ft8 u 
that period oongenial w the youthful spirit of the PeniD&ula. 

AM loog as the exiles remained idle or eonfined tbemsel.-ee 
to mere disooslion the pe1'80118l object& of iudi:riduels wen 
easily conoealed ; but when proceeding w action aud the dis~ 
bution of rank and emoluments, then the selfish spirit broke 
forth and obet.ructad aoy general ·united movement. Bac
eio'e son Filippo became indignant at not obtai.niog equal 
rank with Pi.ero Strozzi. and Valori himself was 80011 in high 
altercation with the main body of exiles about p&yment of the 
troops, for money was already tcaroe though the ~ were 
as yet unollJ&Dized. and the whole buain888 and order of WI'Dl· 
atiou which he as eoDlDliieary ahould have regula.Wd and pre
aeryed, were thas mt.errupted and confused. He was a man of 
great eoneequence experienee and. abiHty, aoouswmed to eon
duct armies and rule pro~oes, but not to contradiction : he 
was moreover redueed by extravagance w his last florin and 
probably hoped to .recover 80mething. as he '11118 wont. in aa 
oftWial ca{li'Citf. Be this u it may; indignaotat oppositi.onJae 
UIOaied with a faw attendants and hastily quitting Bologoa 
rode fOJ'WWd towards his villa of " B&rooe " nelll' Florenoe. 
Thit aooident alanned the whoJe body of exilAls, for Baeoio ,.. 
~ great and. Uleful a man to be 8pU'td, wherefore Filippo 
Strozzi was sent after him as the person most likely to bring 

• v archi, Lib. ltVi., p. 878. 
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mattel'8 to an amicable conclueion ud fetch V alori back to 
Bologna wheN his experience was wanted in the formation of 
the anny. Great • afterwards preYiiled lest he or Filippo 
ahould fall into Cosimo's blllds, 6)r the latter did oot ~rtake 
Valori until he lwl NMbed the 'Vicinity of his own 'Villa on 
Monte Ferrat.O; md theo, &r from being suceeeslul in his nUs. 
sion, Willi e~n induced to remain in a poet ao dangerous with 
their tmited retinue close to the Spaniards at Calenzano. Both 
were accuaed of diaaimulation in this strange proceeding which 
was snppoaed to be a 'Vellture on their own secret speculations : 
they deeeinld themselTe& • to the state of public feeling, or 
rather as to the facility of ita public expression and action in 
Florence·; and each 'Wished to ha•e the preemption, and anti· 
eipate the other in seeuriag the popular 'Voice in his own favour 
befOre 1be army arrived. . Each too had his own interested 
riea of politics Uld self-aggrandisement, and they so f'ar 
blinded both 18 to make them nm this risk while unde"aluing 
the youth and prudence of Cosimo, and the insufficiency of his 
means. They were deceived by exaggerated reports of his hoops 
being badly paid, unsteady, mutinous, and even ready to dispel'88 
at the least alarming aocident; and to a certain extent there did 
exi8t beth difficulty and danger to Cosimo, with no small appre
hension of the result. Bat all this was oompensated by skill pru· 
cleDce aod energy, by the militaryvirtaes and astuteneBBofVitelli; 
the firmness of Coaimo himself, and the experience of Colonna 
and Sarmiento with their bands of Spanish and German veterans. 
Feeling insecare at the 'Villa which was untenable Baocio and 
&Rozzi repaired to an ancient castle of the Counts Guidi called 
:Monte Murlo, which 'W88 afterwards strengthened by CIStruccio 
CafDcani ; it was situated a mile distant but lower down on 
the aame hill, and about three times that distance from Prato : 
here they reeolved to await the army's arrival. This villa wa 
tbea a country residence ol the Nerli family who had turned 
the aDcieo.t citadel into a dwelliog; but the old dilapidated walla 



FLORENTINE IDSTOBY. [aoos IBo 

still encompassed the church, and as it was called, "Th8 palace,' • 
which were near each other ; leaving an open space of some 
extent before them commanded by the belfry tower and palace 
windows. The place had been originally strong but many years 
dismantled, and being no longer required for war was thea 
loose and neglected ; wherefore Caccia degli Altoviti an old 
experienced officer in Strozzi's suit proposed by a few houn' 
labour to make it tenable but was unheeded, V alori confidently 
replying, " We came hither in such haste on purpose to scare 
" others, not to cower before them or show any signs of doubt or 
"apprehension." Filippo Strozzi also trusted much to Nieeolaio 
Braeciolini with whom he was intimate and had paid and 
engaged him as before noticed to levy a band of auxiliaries fo~ 
the exiles : through this chief Filippo expected (for he had 
made alluring promises about confi.rming.the ascendancy of the 
Panciatichi) to gain the support of Pistoia. But Braeciolini 
was false ; he amused them with profeBSions and strove to 
entice them forward while he, who with all his brood was 
related and subservient to Vitelli, sent Cosimo intelligence of 
what passed and returned equivocal answers to StrozzL Valori 
too had from his landed property considerable influence amongst 
the local population ; he expected much and not without good 
~ason from the Cancellieri faction which abounded on the side 
of Pistoia, and were frantic from the bloody and still continued 
persecution of their enemies who adhered to the MedicL But 
his confidence exceeded all bounds, even to the verge of folly 
or madness in so old and experienced a statesman, and it 
was naturally augmented by the great influx of friends and 
kinsmen from Florence and all the surrounding country whb 
hastened to welcome them. Amongst these was Bestiale de' 
Gherardini the powerful Cancelliere chief of Montale, a strong• 
hold about four or five miles from Pistoia, with a large body of 
armed followers, and Rati :&spigliosi with a company of effec
tive soldiers, on whom devolved the guard of Monte Murlo~ 
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Valori's confidence led him to make frequent excUl'Bions to the 
" Barone ; " and, as if victory were in his band, to design new 
buildings and agricultural improvements ; but Filippo shared 
not this feeling, and much tqp clear-sighted to be at ease, com· 
plainM and remonstrated against Valori's temerity while he 
lamented his own weakness for remaining. 
_ At Florence this rashnesa was not believed, Cosimo being 
convinced that only a secret understanding with the Floren· 
tines or some of the neighbouring cities could have caused it, 
no other excuse appearing sufficient to justify such audacity. 
Vitelli and Colonna therefore moved the Spanish infantry from 
Calenzano near Prato to the Ponte alla Badia on the Mugnone 
under Fiesole, for the purpose of awing the Florentines, and 
kept an eye on every movement of the enemy. At Bologna 
the marvel was no leBB than at Florence, none could tell why 
the two great leaders of the expedition thus exposed themselves 
and their canse to unnecessary peril ; but in compliance with 
Filippo's request Piero Strozzi was promptly despatched with 
an incomplete and unorganized battalion or "ColonneUo" of 
eight hundred raw soldiers to his 888istance. Young, inexpe
rienced, but full of ardour, Piero was soon infected by Valori, 
and instead of occupying and strengthening Monte Murlo took 
up a position by the foot of the hill at a place called " MezztJ 
Strada" on the Prato and Pistoia road, where without attention 
to military rules he encamped negligently, allowing his young 
officers to quit their companies and lodge themselves more 
~mfortably at a distance. Here their numbers were gradually 
increased by straggling detachments from Bologna, but all 
irregular and disjointed. The Mirandula division was more 
efficient : formed and led by experienced men ; paid and 
officered under the superintendence of France; it soon became 
,; complete though SIUall army and comparatively formidable ; 
and Cosimo, whose spies were almost ubiquitary, being well 
aware of this, determined to cut oft' those at Monte Murlo ere 
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the otbera arrived. A contadino or country gentleman of the 
Cancelliere faction called Pasquino Ghetaldi offered V alori to 
adT&Dee close up to Florence, hover about ita neighbourhood. 
spy out all the enemy's moTemenUI and, especially if an attaclt 
were mediiated, gi.Te notice by signal-fires from the hills ; but 
his offer was unheeded or despised 88 the ignorant conception 
of a ruatio I Not BO did Cosimo act ; and Vitelli who had 
regular information from Braooiolini feigned great alarm ; per• 
suading Cardinal Cibo to retire with the dueh€68 from Prato to 
Pisa he made unreal preparations for a general relief of the 
garrison, ordered the Spaniards into Florence, received their 
baggage. arranged their quarters, and spread such a panic 
through the city that num.bera of the most suspected Bed and 
took refuge at Monte Murlo or in the vicinity. The Italian 
troops were kept under arms apparently ready to relieve 
the Spaniards at the out-posts towards Prato Piatoia and the 
Badia of Fiesole: all this lulled the exiles' anxiety about 
any unusual movement of troops while it intimidated or got rid. 
of the leading malcontents of Florence and affurded oppor· 
tunities for more deceitful spying. Bertino Strom was acoord· 
ingly despatched amongst the fugitiTes under the mask ef a 
friendly visit to his near kinsman Filippo whom in a diseussion 
on public a.ffaim he recommended to be firm as having already 
more than half succeeded ; he underrated Cosimo, disparaged hia 
supporters, whom he described 88 disunited and alarmed, empty 
of cash, full of apprehension, and utterly inefficient. Regular 
reports of everything were sent by the perfidious Bertino to his 
master who was nevertheless uneasy: the soldiers' pay now 
ran low in despite of every effort ; their murmurs were loud ; 
the little scraped up to quiet them wa.s drawn with difficulty 
from the citizens and leBB by force than prayer ; it wa.s a crisis; 
and the fate of Florence and Cosimo now depended on Vitelli; 
all were ready to By if he were unsuccessful, and Frane8llCO 
V ettori although an intimate friend of Filippo Strozzi exclaimed 
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that they must save themselves iOr there would be no mercy nor 
would even Filippo have power to protect them. At this moment 
tlle commonest prudence, the commonest skill, the amalleet sood 
III8JIIg9Dl6Dt or the slightest attempt to gam correct intel
ligence might have restored the exiles ; liGt all was ignorance. 
imprudent confidence heedlessnees aacl audacity ; ad all ,.... 
ultimately lost. From Bertino's information coupled with the 
perfect calm of Prato, Pistoia, and the sarroUDding eoantry 
Cosimo, who was less alarmed than his"· miuisters, resol,-ed on 
his measures in conjunction with Vi&elli anti Pirro ColODD& : 
at tint he had feared some outbreak ; bat was now IUI8Ul"ed 
of both these cities wlrich bad stroog ganiBODS, the latter 
with a powerful aseenda.nt faction in his favour, the former still 
smarting from the horrors of 151 ~. and in no disposition to run 
another chance of DNtisar:iminate massacre. Neither had he 
any apprehensions for Florence after the trooptr were paid ; for 
all the most troublesome citizens had fled, joiDed the eDemy, 
orwere intimidated; wherefwe on the thirty-first of July 1637, 
Luigi Guieciardini received ordere to send Federigo da Mon
teaato with a avong force and all the Panciatiehi from Pistoia 
to sprea4 tumult and deftBtation over the country of t.1ie Can
cellieri so that the armed streDgth of this faction at Monte 
Mwlo shoulG hasten away in self-defence, and so diminish 
the hoetile garriBOD. Orders were at the same time ieBUed to 
atop all communication with that place, and thns e..erything 
beiDg ready the movement of troops commenced. 

On a dark and ramy night, the thirty-first of July 1687, 
Men hulldred select Italian iniantry and a hundred cavalry 
iasued hom. the citadel of Florence under the command of 
Alessandro Vitelli, Pirro ColODD&, Otto da Montaoto, and Ri
do1fo Baglioni who commanded the cavalry ; all well diSci
plined and "ell appointed men; and at the same moment 
~ Sarmiento's Spuish and German brigade made a 
monment in the dilection of Florenoe as if to take up their 
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ctuarters there, but suddenly turning to their right met· Vitelli 
under the walls of PratD. After a short · halt a detachment 
of light horse, led by the captain Pozzo from that garrison, 
and sixty arquebusiers, ad\"anced towards the enemy's position 
with which they were well acquainted. Piero Strozzi had· 
brought his men up almost to the w,Us of Prato, where 
some skirmishing took place in the morning, and then retired 
to his quarters leaving Sandrino da Filicaia with a detachment 
in ambuscade two miles from that town expecting a renewal of 
the skirmish at his own door the following day. Vitelli's 
advanced guard was closely followed by Bagloni's horsemen 
with another detachment of infantry ; then came the main body 
of Italians in close order followed at some distance by Bar· 
miento 's brigade of fifteen hundred Spanish and some German 
foot as a reserve in case of unforeseen misfortune. The whole 
division resumed its march an hour before day-light and soon 
discovering Sandrino drove him skirmishing on Piero's column 
which sleepy and surprised were hastily led on by him to repel 
what was imagined to be the Prato cavalry : he was soon un
horsed and made prisoner though unknown, but escaped from 
his captor and taking to the hills arrived safely at Montale. 
Meanwhile Baglione's light cavalry pushed forward and cut off 
the enemy's retreat to Monte Murlo so that the whole column 
was annihilated, including the loss of a few small pieces ·of 
artillery which they had got at Bologna. Amerigo Antinori whose 
good horse saved him, found Filippo Strozzi already mounted 
for Bight ; his first words were about Piero, and finding that he 
was either dead or captured he lost all utterance, uncertain whe
ther to fight or fly, and it was observed that .uo stroke of 
adversity had ever before overcome him. While Filippo re
mained thus amazed the enemy came up and rushing over the 
orumbling walls were for some time obstinately opposed in the 
market-place fronting the palace, but the defenders overpowered 
by numbers took shelter within, where seconded by those ·in 
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the church and belfry tower. under Caccia Alto'riti and Giovanni 
degli Adimari, they made a long and spirited resistance. 

Meanwhile Federigo da Montauto had bravely fulfilled his 
orders and drawn all the Cancellieri from Monte Murlo by his 
noisy and troublesome inroad : after frequent skirmishes both 
factions concentrated at Badia·&-Pacciano and fought a close 
and obstinate battle of more than an hour's duration in which 
the Cancellieri were routed and driTen for shelter on Montale. 
The news of this set Vitelli at liberty and the palace was gal· 
lantly assaulted, but equally 'rigorous was Caccia Alto'riti's de
fence until the shot of an arquebuse brought him to the ground, 
and tbere ,was none to fill his place : nevertheless the fighting 
did not slack, and many a man and many of Vitelli's best and 
bravest officers fell under Adimari's fire from the belfry. Some· 
what checked by this resistance and fearing the Mirandola divi
sion's arrival from Le Fabbriche only a few miles off, be paused 
after more than. two hours bard fighting with considerable 
loss and assembling· his officers would have ordered a retreat 
had not Giovambatista Borghese remonstrated, declaring there 
were signs of wavering within which promised an easy conquest 
to determined men : Colonna too was equally decided, and none 
could brook the idea of relinquishing such prizes as Strozzi and 
V alori, besides the many other gentlemen of distinction who 
accompanied them. The assault was therefore renewed ; a 
spirited rush on the gate of the palace stables under the prin· 
cipal entrance made the first impression ; the ground floor was 
vaulted but received light and air by grated windows looking 
into the court : through these the assailants broke and filled 
that space, gaining a small postern fronting the church whence 
Adimari after a hard fight had at length been driven. Fire 
too was u~d at the great entrance to repel the assailants for the 
doors had been tom away, but while still burning Otto daMon-

. teauto armed cap-a-pie with his shield thrown across his face 
dSslied bravely through it followed by many a gallant spirit like 
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himself and carried everything on that side. The court and lower 
chambers were now in tumult, and shouts and cries and 1he dash 
of arms and the fall of swords rang through eaeh vaulted ~e; 
the great staircase WI& fiercely colriested, the wbele palace teemed 
with stifling smoke, all hope bad vanished, ami even tlames wera 
breaking forth or threatening. St.rozzi and V alori had retreated 
to the higher chambers where fearing a general conftagrati011 
and seeing that resistance wooJd be T&in they were fulally 
compelled to yield. They bad both been intimate friends of 
:Vitelli and trusted to his treatment: a certain Bombaglino 
d' Arezzo first laid 'hands on them but they refused him their 
swords and gave them to Vitelli The prisoners were many 
and of great rank ; amongst thea the two eons of Baooio ; 
Filippo di Niccolo V alori ; Niceolo di Franeesco V alori ; 
AntA>nfrancesco degli Albizzi woo bad ollly that evelling joined 
them; Braccio Guieciardini; Andrea Rinieri and Amerigo Anti
non, besides many others of equal rank, were led away captives 
tA> Florence. The Mirandola. division, though but four miles 
off and three thousand stJong, on hearing of this disaster re
treated in haste acroaa the Apennines and thua ended this rash 
prelude tA> a good enterprise. Cosimo was saved and Vitelli 
triumphed ; but Florentine liberty disappeared for ever * ! 

Florence was no more ; her raee was 111D, and she calmly 
resigned hersel£ tA> the leaden weight of absolute govemment ! 
Instead of being the queen of Italian republics blazing in all 
the fire, the splendour, the turbulence of liberty, for her citizens 
·at least were free, she now remained like a ruined heap the 
lonely seat of despotism ! 

The prisoners, after an hour's delay at Prato, were condueted 
o:n the first of Augnst to Florence, proceeding from the citadel 

• Luigi Guicciardini, Comment., Lib. -Varchi, Lib. xvi., pp. 376-379.
i•, p. 26.-Hiat. diM. MUT.oGUUZOj Segni, Lib. vill0 , pp.l75-l79.-Nardl, 
p. 240.-Paulo Giono, Lib. JWtviii., Lib. r>, pp. S39-344-A4riaui, Lila. 
p. 520.-Nerli, Lib. Iii., p. 299.- i•, pp. · 54-62. - CiDi, Lib. ii0 , pp. 
Ammin.to, Lib. zuii., pp. 449-02. 68-80. 
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by the gate of San Gallo and V"J& Larga ro the :Medician 
palace and a dense crowd of auxioaa and curious spectarora 
assembled to behold thla striking eumple of fortune's usual 
fickleness ! 

Here was Bartolommeo V alori the greM minister of Pope 
Clement the Seventh, the oonductor of his armies, the governor 
of provinces, and once the abeolute ruler of Florence and 11.11 her 
territory to be seen astride on a miserable pony, clothed in dirty 
rags, bareheaded, and exposed to the taunts of the multitude; 
for his part in the woes of Florence was fresh in the memory 
of every citizen ! Next appeared the still young, the hand· 
some, the rich, the gay and luxurioaa Filippo Strozzi, on a 
similar jade, in a soiled doublet, and miserable like his compa· 
nion I He who was called the " Oraa~U~ of Italy," and at that 
very moment possessed far more than ball a million of our 
present money I The first citizen of Florence, the kinsman 
and companion of princes ; the loved, the flattered, the courted 
of all, the pride and admiration of hie countrymen! Now the 
sport of fortune, led 88 a public spectacle through the same city 
in which be once revelled with princely splendour, and where 
his gorgeous pa1acee still proudly towering above the surround· 
ing fabrics, frowned 88 in mockery on their fallen master ! 

Nor did the fate of Albizzi appear lees hard: he too was of 
the \oblest blood of Florence, of a race that ruled her in her 
brightest days ; proud in his nature, he had filled high seats 
and led his country's armies : yet there was he seen, dragged 
on foot to the victor's palace and exposed to the scorn of un· 
generous minds because repenting of more youthful errora in 
support of a tyrant race, he endeavoured with adverse fortune 
to emancipate his country. Here also were the sons of Baccio 
V alori, two young, virtuous, and spirited citizens ; the one ex
cellent in all the gentle accomplishments of the day, in arms 
and literature ; the other famed for his overflowing benevolence 
and acquirements. Their only crime was too perfect and fatal 
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an obedience to a father's will. Thus marshalled, at the head 
of a long and melancholy train, subject to the brutal scoffing 
and insolence of the populace, these unhappy men were led into 
the presence of Cosimo who with his mother, like another Nero 
and Agrippina, seoretly exulted over their misfortunes ! In 
passing up the stairs and through the ante-chambers, they had 
already borne the taunts and ribaldry of the parasites that 
infested them men who would have licked the dust from their 
feet in prosperity, and thus were they ushered into the pre-: 
sence·chamber. Cosimo, young as he was, could conceal his 
transports under a calm grave and placid countenance, and in 
temperate language exhort them to bear their misfortunes philo
sophically : to their excuses and protestations .of future obe
dience and their appeals to his clemency he replied equivoeally 
but with apparent mercy,. leaving them between hope and 
uncertainty at the very moment when· the axe was already on 
the wheel. Strozzi and V alori being Vitelli's prisoners were con
fined to the citadel ; some others of most distinction went to the 
Bargello ; the rest remained in the custody of their captors 
who had a military right to their ransom. The " Otto di Balla" 
were instructed to purchase these of the soldiers : from this the 
Spaniards to their honour turned with indignation, but the 
Italians who held those of greatest consequence, most inhu
manly complied! Then began the work of death preceded 
as usual by unmitigated torture, and Cosimo de' Medici a 
boy of eighteen directed all with the calmness of an old execu• 
tioner and the satisfaction of an experienced butcher. Four 
heads were taken off daily for four days successively in front of 
the public palace and this would have continued had not the 
people, cowed even as they were, become indignant and cried 
aloud against such murders. V alori who had wasted his sub
stance and could pay no adequate ransom was shamelessly ·sold 
to Cosimo ; but Filippo Strozzi was gold itSelf, and treated 
accordingly by the base and unprincipled Vitelli. A Spanish 
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soldier whose prisoner, the gallant Gio"f&llD.i degli Adimari, had 
&lien into the hands of the "Eight," instantly sought him out ant 
insisted with so much spirit and pertinacity on his liberation that 
he succeeded and immediately set him free, an example fol· 
lowed by most of his generous countrymen from the moment they 
discovered the bloody intentions of Cosimo. Not so the Italians~ 
they in imitation of their perfidious commander sacrificed their 
unhappy countrymen without remorBe on the altars of the tyrant 
thQ torturer and the headsman. Albizzi, Baccio Valori, and 
one son were executed on the twentieth of August in the court 
of the Bargello ; the other was respited, to be first imprisoned, 
then banished, and ultimately recalled to his country, where he 
even married into the family of his father's executioner. Two 
more victims accompanied the above, on which occasion Ales
sandro Malegonelle, one of their judges, after enjoying the 
previous torture inflicted on them, exclaimed with delight " We 
hm7e thil day wrung the heads off four thnuhes and a blackbird," 
by the ~ epithet alluding to Alessandro Rondinelli who from 
Baccio's papers was fonnd guilty of the Borgo conspiracy, and 
also inferior to the others both in rank and talents. Many more 
of inferior degree were hanged and the prisons were full, for 
there was not a Florentine student in Padua or Bologna that 
did not join the exiles : the cord and the pincers were in con· 
tinual activity, and even when public indignation finally an·ested 
murder, the prisons of Leghorn, Pisa, Volterra and other places 
were choked with captives. In this way the greater number of 
these wretched victims amongst whom was a son of Macchia· 
velli, finished their nnhappy life in sorrow sickness and suffer· 
ing while their tyrant rode heartless 1md triumphant through 
the streets of Florence. On the scaffold Albizzi acknowledged 
his youthful error in assisting to expel Soderini and received 
the headsman's stroke as a judgment; but none except Filippo 
di Niccolo V alori seem to have maintained a dignified behaviour 
in Cosimo's presence: he alone calmly advised the victor ~ 
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consult his own dignity, for their fault was of such a nature 
that mercy not rigid justice should prevail, wherefore he ap
pealed to his clemency. But few regretted Baceio Valori, his 
offences against Florence and freedom were recent, great, and 
manifold, and though not himself so bloody as others his death 
was hailed as a signal judgment of Heaven, marking the very 
day seven years on which he had violated his own capitulation 
by assembling a parliament to reinstate the Medici*· 

Filippo Strozzi was treate~ well by Vitelli : he had full 
liberty within the citadel and frequent communication with his 
friends ; at this Cosimo was mortified but demanded the pri
soner in vain, for Vitelli, his wife, and children were con· 
tinually receiving valuable presents from their illustrious 
captive, and were in no haste to kill the fowl which laid 
the golden eggs. Filippo now felt too keenly the truth of old 
Salviat.i's warning when he not only advised ·the constructing 
this fortress but offered to advance the money for it. Married 
to a Medici of the highest rank be wa8 always attach~d 'in heart 
to their cause, and only abandoned their party, not their prin
ciples, when he discovered that a rich popular and indepen
dent subject could never be tolerated by a jealous and absolute 
prince. He was known to all Europe for his taste riches and 
accomplishments, for attractive manners wit and liberality : 
the pope pleaded for him; Catharine of Medicis pleaded for 
him ; the Marquis del Vasto in various ways attempted to save 
him; even Cosimo's ambassador Giovanni Bandini, grateful for 

• Nardi, Lib. x., p. 345. - Ammi· relate the catastrophe of Monte Marlo, 
rato, Lib. xxxii•, p. 452.-Segni, Lib. andprobablycutabortbiswork because 
ix., pp. 185-189.-Adriani, Lib. ii•, he could notjuetifyhilpatron'acruelty 
pp. 64-67.-Cini, Lib. ii•, pp. 80-86. and would not hide the truth. Hia 
-We here take leave of Nerli, and ae inclination aeeme rather to the IIC&b· 
far tis relates to Florenct', of V arch!. daloua ; at least be baa no charity for 
The former finishes with the triumph crime. Nerli wae a clear writer, and 
of hie odious party, and talks of Cosi- probably, like Guicciardini, a fair one 
lno'a ckmency I The latter, though ae to facta; but a weak soft man, and 
too minute, is full of honeat feeling a fawning courtier. 
and high moraleentilnent : be doee no~ 
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former favoll!'S tried hard to preserve his life ; Cardinals inter
ceded for hitn; many. of Charles's ministers tried to protect 
hial, but Granville was inexorable though Charles himself pro
mised Paul his pardon if innocent of Alexander's death; yet 
believing the contrary and incen.Red against Filippo he gave 
Coeimo simultaneous expectations of revenge. 

To ascertain this the emperor consented to Filippo's be· 
ing tortured; Vitelli was removed at Cosimo's request after 
a base and treacherous sale of his prisoner, Giovanni della 
Luna succeeding him, and Bastiano Bindi chancellor of the 
"Eight," was ordered to examine the prisoner who not being 
able to bear pain was carried away senseless without any 
confession. His intimate friend Giuliano Gondi had been 
arrested; after remaining a long time with him in the citadel 
he had gone on a mission to supplicate Andrea Doria's good 
offir.es with Charles in favour of Strozzi, but the reason of his 
imprisonment, though long and painful, was never clearly 
known, for he ever after kept a mysterious silence on the 
subject. A general impression obtained that on application of 
the torture some process was fabricated from his forced confes
sions against Filippo which induced Charles to give the latter up 
U1 the vengeance of Cosimo. This intelligence determined 
Filippo's conduct: after some management he one day 
succeeded in excluding the sentinel from his chamber and 
getting possession of his sword which it is said be fell 
upon, and died like an ancient Roman. Several papers 
were found on his table one of which accused the ca:rdinal 
Cibo of his death ; on another was written, " If I have 
not hitherto . krwwn how to live I shall know how to di8." 
And praying foL' pardon, be added in a third, " Jj I 
" cannot be pardoned yet let my soul be plfUed along with that 
" of Cato." On a fourth he wrote the dying words of Dido, 
"From my blood an avenger wiU arise to others." Strozzi's 
death occurred in 1538 after about a year's incarceration; yet 

-
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his body was never seen nor was its sepulchre ever known 
but his son Fiero's whole life answered well to the" Ea:oriartJ 
" aUquiB nostris e:e ossibm tdtor " of his expiring parent * ! 
Piero Strozzi declared afterwards at Naples that he was first a 
Florentine, secondly a Frenchman, and that " he would seek 
"his country's liberty successively from Heaven, the world, 
'-' and the devil, with eternal obligations to whichever granted 
" his prayer." 

According to Segni that account of Strozzi's death which 
obtained most credit amongst the reflecting and judicious was, 
that either Don Juan de Luna or the Marquis del Vastot (both 
of whom had promised· never to deliver him into Cosimo's 
power) on hearing of the emperor's decision and seeing no other 
way of keeping their word, had ordered it ! This was a strange 
boon but it probably saved him from more torture and a public 
execution. There is a writing given by Nardi, received he says 
from the sons of Filippo Strozzi, which though not autographic, 
states his reasons for committing suicide, and was sent as then 
believed, by Don Juan de Luna to Filippo's daughter the wife 
of Lorenzo Ridolfi; but this whole tragedy is enveloped in utter 
darkness and many written accounts of it were circulated in vari
ous forms yet all agreeing in substance. The following coming 
as it did from his sons, though equally doubtful with the rest, 
seems to comprise all that was either truly or falsely attributed 
to him. 

" In order not to. fall into the hands ofmy enemies by whom 
" besides being unjustly and cruelly treated I may be forced 
" through the violence of torture to say some things prejudicial 
.. to my honour and that of innocent men, as already has befallen 

• In the MS. the lioe is said to have 
run thus," Exoriatur ex ouib!u meil 
~anguinill mei tdtor." (Vide Nardi, 
l.ib. x., p. 367.) But Cini (Vita di 
OonfiiQ, Lib. ii., p. 1 00) gives it aa in 
the text. 
t The Italian way of spelling tbia 

nobleman's name, " G1uuto" and 
" V alto," bas been hitherto followed, 
but Mariana calls him " .Alomo lJa. 
t1al01 M arrpta de el Garto, 'II tambieft 
de Pucara por auerte de au primo 
IJOfl Fernando." (SomMio della 
HW.oria de &pana, AMO 1530.) 

.J 
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" Giuliano Gondi ; 1 Filippo Strozzi have ooD&idered the mode 
~· of terminating my existence. I commend my soul to God, 
" humbly beseeebing him if he bestow no other good tbat he 
" will place it along with tbat of Cato of Utica and others who 
" like him have finished their lives as I do. I beseech the 
" Seignor Don Juan to have some of my blood made into a 
"pudding and send it to the most reverend (Cardinal) Cibo in 
" order that after my death he may satiate himself with what 
" during my life he could not, because that was the only thing 
" wanting for his acquisition of the pontificate to which he 
" aspired. Aud I pray him to allow my body to be buried in 
" Santa Maria Novella by the side of my wife if indeed he will 
" allow me to be buried in consecrated ground : if not, I shall 
" remain wherever they place me. I beseech my sons to 
" observe the testament I have already made in this castle 
" (which is written by Benvenuto Ulivieri) all except the part 
" relating to Bandini I further entreat my sons to pay the 
" Seignor Don Juan for the many benefits and expenses be
" stowed and incurred by him ; as being so much straitened I 
" never have been able to repay him anything. I pray also 
" that his majesty may become better informed of the affairs of 
" this republic and look to its welfare.-PBILIPPU8 Srnoccros, 
" jamjam moriturus." 

" Exoriatur ox oaibua moil Sanguinis mei ullor" •. 

There was also a belief that Giuliano Gondi, after torture, 
was confronted with Filippo but instantly fell on his knees and 
asked the latter's pardon for what in the agony of suffering he 
had falsely accused him. The cause of Cibo's hatred, which 
was implacable, is little known ; and why Giovanni Bandini 
was excepted from his will is equally mysterious, as he seems 
to have been exerting himself in Filippo's favour at the imperial 
court even to his own detriment. 

• It ~said &lao that tb- documents won written by Pier Fra.nceaco cl& 
Pftto, tbo tcttor of Coaimo. 
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The COD1'8e of history has been somewhat anticipated in 
the above narrative of one who was a remarkable instance 
of the nothingness of rank, beauty, talent, manners, accom
plishments, boundless wealth ; eJl in short that could be wished 
for here; in the absence of high moral sentiment and real 
religious feeling. Filippo Strozzi seems to have been C88t in 
far too high an intellectual mould not to have spurned as it 
deserved the priestcraft of his day ; but there is a wide gap 
between a reasonable use and the abuse of excellence ; and he 
was not lofty enough to appreciate the beauties· of genuine 
Christian morality. His good qualities seem all to have sprung 
from natural taste and impulse, not from principle ; his evil 
ones from uncontrolled indulgence : yet some allowance must 
be made for a man who in such an age had half a million of 
gold at his command, perhaps the most pernicious gift that ever 
issued from Pandemonium I So rare were his endowments it 
is said, that nothing came amiss to him ; his mind and genius 
mastered everything to which he chose to apply them ; he WBB 

not prodigal, but judiciously liberal, and knew well how to choose 
and how far to trust his friends ; but was of an easy flexible 
character and often led away against his better judgment. This 
especially appeared in his vacillating conduct at Venice and 
Bologna. ; and when a friend remonstrated with him for em
barking in such an enterprise at. his age, he answered " It ia 
true; but times are changed and the goslings now lead the ge68e 
to water." Filippo bad five sons: Giulio and Alessandro died 
at Venice before their father, and Vincenzio not long after: 
Lione and Pietro, of whom more will be heard, both died in 
the French service warring with undiminished bate against 
Cosimo de' Medici: be had one daughter, Maddalena, ulti
mately married to Flaminio Orsino da Stabbia *· 

Lorenzino de' Medici did not join in those proceedings which 

* Ammirato, Lib. nxii., p. 456.- D-, p. 100.-Segni, Lib. ix., pp. 212-
Adrlani, Lib. ii0 , p. 100.-Cini, Lib. 214.-Nardi, Lib. x., PP• 365-369., 
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led to the catastrophe of Monte Murlo: 4000 golden florins 
were set on his head; and double that sum with extensive 
privileges and immunities besides a perpetual exemption from 
taxes if delivered alive into Cosimo's hands*· Thus pursuacl 
his life was everywhere unsafe; from Venice be fled to Turkey, 
thence into France where he secretly resided, but imprudently 
returning to Venice he was there 118811S8i.nated by command of 
the all-penetrating and impW.ble Cosimo t. 

While these things were passing at Florence Solyman incited 
by Francis assembled a fleet of two htlndred and fifty sail and 
aeventy palandras or horse-transports, and under the direction 
of Troilo Pignattelli disembarked ten thousand infantry and 
fifteen hundred cavalry in Italy, took Castro near Otmnto and 
overran a. great extent of country. Don Pedro de Toledo 
Viceroy of Naples, by land, and Doria by water, made good 
opposition, but the Venetian fleet remained inactive at Corfu 
heedless of Turk and Christian although both sought and ex· 
pected its assistance. Francis during this time bad crossed the 
Alps a.t the head of forty thousand foot and four thousand horse 
with which he compelled the Imperialists to retire, be then re
enforced all his garrisons, and as the world expected was soon 
to ravage Lombardy when suddenly Leonora Queen of France 
and Maria. Queen of Hungary, sisters of Charles V. met his 
aunt Margaret a.t Ghent and concluded a truce of three months 
from the end of November. This saved Milan, perhaps all 
the imperial possessions in Italy; Francis retired, and Soly
man naturally believing himself betrayed withdrew his 
troops from Castro but threatened Venice. Paul III. A.D. 1638" 

taking advantage of this opening for peace offered to meet both 
sovereigns a.t Nice as mediator where he not only succeeded 
in concluding a. truce for nine years but to the infinite mortifi· 
cation of Cosimo gained the Duchess Margaret of Florence for 
his grandson Otta.vio Farnese. 

• Varchi, Lib. xv., p. 1124. t Paulo Giovio, Lib. xn:vili., p. 507. 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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This marriage was the price of Pope Paul's aid in a league 
with Venice against Solyman, for Cosimo was slighted because 
his vassalage was secure and the citadel of Florence in imperial 
hands ; yet as a consolation he was made Duke of Florence 
with all Alexander's authority, a distinction which the wodd had 
long given to him. On this occasion he ordered the republican 
coinage to be restruck with his own image and device : Saint 
John, the Lily, and the republican florin now vanished 
and golden crowns of somewhat smaller value became the 
established currency*· Having overcome his enemies Cosimo's 
next object was to get rid of his friends : he could never for
give any of those ministers who for their own purposes had laid 
him under the burden of so vast an obligation as the Florentine 
sovereignty. There was SQarCely a man however distantly con
nected with the ruling faction at Florence who did not expect 
from Cosimo's youth or old acquaintance either to rule or guide 
him ; but all were deceived ! The young duke was in fact an 
extraordinary and even unnatural character : hitherto devoted 
to a country life, to sylvan sports and pastimes, and considered 
rather dull than otherwise, he suddenly burst from his puerility 
and asserting the sovereign authority even over the wisest and 
ablest citizens, governed everything but the imperial officers ; 
and with a barbarity more suited to the hoary tyrant than a 
beardless youth, deluged his country with the blood of her most 
Ulustrious citizens ! 

Cardinal Cibo and Vitelli were the first he intended to 
539 grapple with : the former who had charge of Alexan

A.D. 1 • der's children accused Cosimo of trying to poison 
Giulio the eldest by means of one Biagio a druggist, a man of 
infamous character and particularly skilful in that branch of 
pharmaceutic acquirements. Cosimo indignant at this accnsa
t,ion, besides other causes of hatred, complained loudly to Charles, 

* Muratori, Annall, Anni 1537-1538. Storia delle Monete de' Gran Duchi 
Sepi, Lib. ix., pp. 189-195.-0raini, eli ToBCaDa. 

.l 
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and requested that Biagio might be rigorously examined by 
torture in presence of the imperial ministers ! This was 
accordingly executed for two successive days (Cibo refusing u a 
elergyman to be present) before Juan de Luna, Guicciardini, 
Matteo Strozzi and other witnesses, without any disclosures ; 
after which the eardinal was oompelled to leave Florence and 
Cosimo resisted eTery entreaty even of the emperor himself to 
be reoonciled with him*. Alessandro Vitelli by the terror of his 
aoldiers had as we have seen frightened the Florentine senate 
into the reaolution of electing Cosimo, and by subsequent acts 
bad· established his authority; but Cosimo felt that Alexander 
in oommand of the citadel was his master, and that he himself 
only existed by imperial sanction, not as an independent prince. 
He hated Vitelli for treacherously occupying that fortress ; he 
hated him more for plundering his house under pretence of 
honour; he hated him for his power and inaolence in the city ; 
and· he hated him for the obligation of his support. After long 
and vainly endeavouring to destroy this man's favour at oourt 
Cosimo in 1537 succeeded in procuring his dismissal and Don 
Lopez Hurtado de Mendoza immediately succeeded him, but 
Juan de Luna finally became governor of the citadelt. 

The four counsellors who forself-interest elected Cosimo, when 
they were no longer necessary found themselves completely neg
lected: the victory of Monte Murlo had steadied everything and 
the duke became despotic, leaving them only the contempt and 
hatred of their fellow-citizens. It may be charitably supposed 
that in their retirement a newly awakened conscience told them 
how infamously they had acted, and that remorse combined with 
disappointment shortened their days, for Francesco V ettori 
never left his house alive after the murder of Filippo Strozzi 
who was his intimate friend, as friendship then stood in Flo
rence : Guicciardini retired to his villa oppressed with grief 

* Cini, Vita di Coeimo, Lib. ii•, pp. t Segni, Lib. ix., P• 196.-Adrianl, 
105-7.- Adri&Di, Lib. ii., pp. 11 0.. Lib. ii.,'p. 76.-Ammirato, Lib.uxii., 
111.-Ammirato, Lib. uxii., p. 458. p. 455. 
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and mortification and died there in 11140 with strong suspicions 
of poison. Ruberto Acciaiuoli and Matteo Strozzi soon fol
lowed : Francesco Campana, who had been active in all the late 
transactions especially Cosima's election, and finally became 
his secretary, died soon after: lastly, his ambitious mother 
Maria. de' Salviati finished her existence in 11148. Thus WM 

Cosimo de' Medici quickly relieved of the burden of gratitude; 
but that of imperial control was a long and grievous load which 
threw him undet the feet of Charles as one of his humblest 
vassals ; and his marriage with Leonora of Toledo, daughter of 
Pedro Marquis of Villafranca, though it increased his influence 
at the Spanish court did not lessen this dependence •. Wait
ing therefore for a more favourable occasion to shake off his 
trammels this extraordinary youth at once applied himself to. 
domestic reform: the scrutiny, the finances, the punishment 
of partiality exercised in the impoSition of taxes, the construc
tion of a new citadel at Arezzo, and the strengthening of 
Prato and Pistoia occupied his immediate attention. He then 
turned his mind to the restoration of health in the Pisall 
territory by the reconstruction of ancient drains and canals 
which had been shamefully if not purposely neglected by the 
republic. A scarcity of food gave him great anxiety for Flo
rence, and another outbreak of the Pistoian factions called for 
his interference, after quelling a mutiny of the Spanish troops 
accompanied by terrible disorders. 

Giovanni Tonti of the Cancellieri assembled his faction and 
made an attempt to scale the unguarded walls of Pistoia, 
intending to put every man woman and child to the sword. 
Being the first to mount he caught hold of the battlement 
and in the very moment of declaring that " Even Heaven 
itself should not hinder his ent.ry," some stones gave way 
and he fell headlong to the ground : such blasphemy was 
a fit prelude to premeditated murder, and his fall a striking 

* Adriani, Lib. ii., p. I 05. 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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comment on the man's audacity. His people belieTiDg they 
were discovered took to flight, 'but Cosimo punished them 
sharply, and then for ever put a stop to the butchery of these 
inveterate factions*· With Lucca be immediately endeavoured 
to quarrel in hope~t of adding her to his dominion ; but 
Lucchese gold was too skilfully employed in the imperial court 
and this project failed. Sie~ to which he also looked forward 
as a future province was a slower operation yet still glimmered 
in the distance : but of this conquest we shall see more in the 
following chapters when the Medici by imperial favour were 
firmly seated on the throne of a more extended territory than 
ever was governed by the republic, and yet with leas weight in 
Italian or European politics. 

The Florentine nation thenceforth ceases, Tuscany itself 
becomes inanimate ; and although Siena throws out some 
dying sparks, Cosimo becomes all in all. From this time the 
sovereign's personal character alone gives vigour and reputation 
to the state: Cosimo's did much, because he was a marvellous 
instance of a boy, after sudden exaltation from an obscure sta
tion to the dangerous heights of new and tottering sovereignty, 
at once spurning every puerile taste and strenuously embracing 
the labours of a difficult government, the anxiety of uncon 
firmed dominio_n, a wily and unscrupulous ambition ; dissimu
lation, tyranny, and unmitigated revenge I 

His great contrast was Peter Leopold of Austria who two 
centuries and a half later ascended the same throne at the same 
age, rejected like him every youthful pleasure and attended ex
clusively to government ; but who unlike him and though hom 
in the purple, made ambition the handmaid to beneYolence, and 
devoted a long and busy reign to the moral political and physi· 
cal amelioration of a people who were not even his country· 
men ! Times were changed it is true and the world had 
become more civilized ; but human nature is ever the same, and 

• Ammirato, Lib. :uxil., pp. 456 and 458. 
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with equal vigour of mind in these two, and analogous pursuits, 
what a diacrepaney of character and consequences ! By 
Cosimo and his descendants the nation's enmgy was killed or 
driven into reckless wickedness; the Austrian endeavoured on 
the contrary to restore and exalt it, and the marks of his band 
are everywhere seen in the present state of Tuscany. 

Couxrouav MoJUACHL-No change since 1537. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PROM A.D. lUO TO A. D. 1655. -
COSlMO I. 

DUKB OP PLOBBMCB. 

Co8Dio's success, although with extraneous assistance, shows 
the advantage of concentrated authority, even on a weak 
foundation, over a combined force of independent 
leaders each sped by his own views towards_his own A.D. !NO. 

objects and considering the general cause rather as a means of 
their accomplishment than as the common focus of exertion. 
This is also one of the leading reasons why popular attempts 
at liberty are rarely successful against established j>ower unless 
under peculiar and very favourable circumstances : where unity, 
sincerity of purpose, and acknowledged financial powers are com· 
bined, as they were in the English Parliament against the Stuarts, 
a different result but i.fter long struggles was exhibited. France 
too succeeded against her absolute princes by a gradual and 
almost imperceptible movement suddenly brought to a crisis ; 
" the torrent's smoothness ere it dash below;" in which .the 
downfall of monarchy however modified was tho real exciting 
spirit, and the folly of opj><>nents the principal means of success. 
North America's triumph sprang from a similar oneness of 
object aided and probably caused by the feeble counsels and 
distant resources of her oppressors : the Florentine exiles on 
the contrary lost everything from peculiar and selfish views, 
disunion, and extreme silliness of action. The same prudence 
and bold decisive character which overwhelmed Cosimo's anta· 
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gonists bad now established him permanently on the throne of 
Florence; as yet an imperial vassal and subject to many 
mortifications ; but still a sovereign prince and in the domestic 
government of his country absolute and independent. Angry 
at the obligation imposed on him of paying over a vast portion 
of the Medician property to the Duchess Margaret of Austria, 
and too proud as it would seem to inhabit a house no longer 
his own, Cosimo suddenly commanded that the public palace 
should be prepared for his reception ; but this might also have 
been done to mark more distinctly that all authority was now 
ooncentrated in his person, and that the house of Medici and Flo
rentine nation were to be considered as identical, for there had 
ever been a strong feeling in Florence that those who possessed 
the " Palazzo " were masters of the state : the first object of 
contending factions was its occupation, and the whole official 
power and dignity of the Seignory seemed mysteriously attached 
to the enchanted circle of the old republican residence*. 
A.D.l541. The year 1541 was ushered in by a comet, earth· 

quakes, and a severe dearth through the whole land 
and in the midst of all the duchess gave birth to a child; he was 
christened Francesco in fulfilment of a vow made the year 
before in a journey to the " Holy Places " of V allombrosa, 
Camaldoli, and La V emia the sanctified residence of Saint 
Francis, to whos~ merits the blessing of a son and heir was 
devoutly attributed t. 

Cosimo's ambition now pointed towards the acquisition of 
Siena, a state weakened by years of tyranny faction and anarchy 
under the name of freedom, and which with imperial favour 
he hoped ultimately to acquire :. Although attached to the 
emperor, Siena did not escape better than others from the 
treaty of Cambray, yet Charles gave little attention to its in· 
ternal government except as affecting his own interests ; 

• Cini, Lib. ii0 , JY• 110. :1: Adriani, Lib. iii., p. 182.-Mala· 
+ Segni. Lib. ix., p. 218.- Adriani, volti, Storia, Lib. viii., Parte Iii•, 
Lib. iii., p. 128. folioe 140.1. 
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wherefore distributing all his favours amongst the nobles he 
repressed political ambition in the people and concentrated it 
almost exclusively in that proud and turbulent order. Alphonso 
Piccolomini Duke of Ma1fi through imperial intluenee had 
been frequently chosen" Captain of the People," and in 1688 
preserved his command by means of a Spanish garrison and 
the assistance of Giulio Salvi who with six brothers profi.ted by 
Malft's incapacity and ruled the commonwealth •• Siena under 
this man was reduced to sueh a condition that the highways 
were no longer safe and the communieations between Florence 
and Rome rendered so dangerous as to induee the Pope and 
Cosimo de' Medici to alter their direetion *· The complaints 
of Siena against Malfi and . his adherents were laid before 
Charles at Lucca where he lodged in September 164,1 on his 
way ro Genoa and AlgieTS, in order to meet Paul in conference 
about the general council whieh subsequently assembled at Trent 
IBd Bologna. 

Cosimo strengthened these complaints by acquainting Charles 
wit.baseeret treatywhieh he had discovered betweenGiulioSalvi 
and Mons. de Monluc then secretary of the Freneh embassy at 
Rome ; but the imperial ambassador Aghillara had already 
detected it : Monluc says nothing of this negotiation the objeet 
of which was to deliver Port Ercole to the French so as to 
secure them an entrance to Tuseany and the alliance of Siena 
in the coming war t. Francis I . had been seeretly feeling his 
way by means of a young Bolognese exile ealled Lodovico dall' 
Armi who sounded Giulio de' Salvi and excited his fears by 
ICCOUnts of the emperor's evil intentione towards him and his 
family. Giulio partly aoquieseed yet wanted surer credentials 
than Lodovico's word, and when by the imperial ambassador's 
lettas to the Duke of Malfi warning was given against the 

• llalavolti, Lib. mi., Parte iii•, foL Bivolu2ioni di Siena, p. 22.- Mala-
140. volti, Lib. viii., Parte iii•, fol. 141.
t Platina, Vite, Paulo III., p. 534.- Adriani, Lib. iii., p. 134. 
llianoncli, vol. m., p. 126.- 8ouini, 

TOL V. I 
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machlnations of Lodovico, suspicion arose and the latter was· 
imprisoned*· After some previous inquiry the emperor sent 
Granville in November 11S41 to eft'oot a thorough reformation
of the Senese government: the result was a Balla of forty citi· 
zens eight of whom were named by Granville, the remainder 
by the various factions, and the presidency of the tribunals by 
an imperial subject called the " Captain of JruticB" nominated 
by the Senate of Naples or Milan, or by the emperor himself. 
Several other changes were effected and the people finding 
themselves thus mocked with the name of H.berty became dis
contented and would have revolted in U4~ had not the Spanish 
guard within, and strong bodies of Florentine troops at Staggia 
and Poggibonzi restrained them f. Having thus bridled Siena, 
but before Granville's mission was completed., Charles embarked 
at Spezia on his unlucky expedition to Algiers, after extracting 
100,000 florins from Cosimo as the future restitution prioe of 
the fortresses of Florence-and Leghorn : he also gave judgment 
in a lawsuit between Margaret of Austria and that prince about 
the payment of her dower for which the Medician estates were 
·mortgaged, and being judge iJ1 his own cause decided that 
Cosimo on payment of 180,000 florins should be considered 
frt~e of all further demands on the family possessions. 

The historian Bernardo Segni, probably an eye-witness, 
describes this emperor at Lucca in his usual dress with a sort 
of Greek cap of black cloth; a. simple "BtJio" or robe, without 
any ornament ; au old worn felt hat, and boots ; and in this 
plain attire he held courts of justioe, reoeived ambassadors, and 
transacted all the ordinary business of the state ; representing 
in his own person the most powerful emperor sinoe Charle
magne or even sinoe the times of the ancients, and covering 
with this simple garb an ambition more grasping than them 
all. Meanwhile and notwithstanding the pope's endeavours 

• Adrian!, Lib. iii., p. 134.- Malavolti, Parte iii•, Lib. viii., fol. 14 I. 
t Adriani, Lib. iii., Jl• 185; Lib. iv., p. 208. 
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to preserve tranquillity Francis I. could not brook the loss of 
Milan, aggravated as it was by the recent murder of two French 
ambassadors on the Po in their way to Turkey, and supposed to 
be by order of the Marquis del V ast.o *; wherefore encouraged by 
German troubles he declared war against Charles in July 1642, 
and commenced hostilities in Piedmont Perpignan and the 
D011.hem frontier with various fortune. 

Feeling the inconvenience of being surrounded with imperial 
t;roops and impatient at Pirro -Colonna's insolence Cosimo 
established a German body-guard of two hundred men while 
he bent every faculty to self-preservation and the emperor's 
service with all that long-sighted sagacity and dissimulation so 
peculiarly his own : he was the slave of his personal ambition not 
of the emperor, but was patiently subservient for the sake of 
future benefits. In the meanwhile he occupied himself in 
building, in useful public works, in visiting every part of hia 
dominions, minutely investigating everything, hearing petitions 
and complaints, punishing malversation, and rigidly performing 
the duties of a sovereign by acquiring ~r thorough knowledge 
of his people, yet utterly without mercy in the burdens he 
imposed. In his administration Cosimo was generally impar
tial. but slow in examination ; he granted few audiences, and 
required almost all matters to be laid before him in · writing to 
avoid importunity and give time for consideration. His dome8tie 
expenses were great for he lived SUJDptuously, even to extrava
gance, and' gambled to please his wife who was immoderately 
fond of it. She lost great sums, bad vast influence over him, 
participated in the government and became the channel of all 
favour; indeed Cosimo's devotion to Eleonora de Toledo was 
BUCh that when Segni wrote in 1565, just sixteen years after 
their marriage, it was generally believed that be bad: never 
once been unfaithful+· 

• &gui, Lib. lx., p. 240; Lib. x., p. Annal!, Anno 1541. · 
245.-Robertaon'a Charles V., vol. t Segni, Lib. ix., p. 217, and Lib. 
iii., Lib. 'fii., pp. 235-6.- Muratori, x., p. 225. 
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With such management when CO!iimo visited Charles V. at 
Genoa he was able to add two thousand Florentines to the 
Algerine expedition and afterwards a detachment to the Ger
man army without weakening his own dominions or the general 

defence of Tuscany, but not without excessive taxation 
A.D. 114 and unpopularity ; and 80 well was be aware of this 
and 80 little impervious to flattery, that when Segni in an epistle 
addressed to him overstepped his own opinions as well as his 
veracity by praising Coaimo for his excellent government and 
the happiness of Tuscany, the latter returned his address with 
the following autograph note. " I would wish that all you have 
" written in my praise were true, but I know that one part is 
" not 80 in fact ; yet I am well inclined to make it so if God 
" give me grace to accomplish such an end." Cosimo's frank. 
ness merits admiration no less than Segni's ingenuous avowal 
of his own turpitude in thus attempting to flatter a prince who 
he himself says, though endowed with great virtues and rare 
qualities had in a great measure destroyed the honour and 
faculties of all Tuscany. These injuries it is true were to a 
certain degree necessary in his peculiar position for the actual 
preservation of his tbro~e, but they were such things adds 
Segni, as " to men sumea cruel and witlwut regard to anN con
liderationl either human or divine"*· 

There had been constant enmity between Cosimo and the 
Marquis del Vasto since Filippo Strozzi's death, for he along 
with most of the other imperial ministers had affected a con
temptuous demeanour towards him while they made all the use 
they could of his resources for the emperor's service. All this 
Cosimo bore for the sake of future exaltation ; but that alone 
could bow his haughty spirit to the yoke and make him seem 
the slave be was not. Imperial interests were nevertheless his 
own; wherefore the failure at Algiers and Granville's per
suasions induced these chiefs to stifle personal feelings and 

* Se,.,i, Lib. u., p. 184. 
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unite for general safety. Stefano Colonna had quitted the 
French service in disgust at the hatred then borne to all 
Italians, and Cosimo made him his general with the title of 
Lieutenant in order more distinctly to mark his dependenoe, for 
the evils of a divided service between himself and a powerful 
emperor had been too sharply felt*· Troops were immediately 
quartered about Piombino whose position and the feeble ch• 
racter of its ruler, Cosimo's uncle by a marriage into the 
Salviati family, made· it a desirable object for the intrigues of 
Francis I. and the attacks of his declared brother the sultan. 
Cosimo visited this uncle and was satisfied with his intentione, 
but both before and after the Prince of Piombino 's death he never 
ceased soliciting Charles to occupy that post and give Appiano 
some principality less dangerous to the existing state of Italy; 
a. measure already acquiesced in if not hastily proposed and 
then withdrawn by the Prince of Piombino himself. Charles 
refused to do this, either from its being an unneceseary piece of 
inj118tice or because he had no present mind to aggrandize the 
Duke to whom its defence would have fallen, and ultimately ita 
possession, which was Cosimo's principal object t. After the 
completion of defensive measures Cosimo endeavoured 
to turn his subjects' attention from politics to literary A.D. u.s. 
pursuits and amongst other things restored the Pisan Univer·, 
sity, which had withered amidst the conflict of war and faction, 
and enabled it to maintain forty poor scholars in addition to 
the usual nnmber. On this occasion or shortly before, Bene
detto V arohi returned from exile and became one of the Duke's 
greatest favourites, at whose desire his history was written. 
B~des him, Francesco Verini, Antonio Lapini and " 11 

• Cini, Lib. ii0 , p. 126.- Adriani, 
Lib. iii., p. 163.- Ammirato, Lib. 
nxii., p • .(64.. 
t On 13th of June, in this yeu, 
began a aeries of earthquake. which 
la.led forty days, and di~ great mis
chief; especially in the Mugello, where 
twelvo hundred hou19 were ruinod 

and ono hundred and forty people 
killed in Scu-perla alone. Florence 
euffered more fright than injury, but 
elaewhere the effectl were lamentable. 
(Vide .Adriatli, Lib. iU., p. 167.)
Cini, Lib. ii., pp. 122-S.-Amminto, 
Lib. uxii., voL ill., p. •6•. 

o;g "ed ,,Coogle 
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Brando" were then celebrated as philosophers; Matteo da 
Corto and Boldone as physicians; and "11 Vegio" as a pro
fessor of laws, all more or less connected with public studies 
and supported by the Duke*· On seeing the French monarch's 
formidable preparations against his Flemish and Italian states 
md that Francis had also excited Solyman to invade Hungary 
as well as the Mediterranean shores, Charles promptly deter
mined to pass through Italy into Germany and show himself 
wherever necessary; wherefore after the marrying his son Philip 
to Maria Princess of Portugal he embarked with Andrea Doria 
and landed at Genoa in March. Cosimo instantly joined him 
and with Granville's aid against much political intrigue, finally 
aooomplished his long·agitated purpose of regaining the two 
citadels, for which however Charles made him pay 160,000 
crowns and resign Stefano Colonna to the imperial service in 
Flanders, besides allowing four thousand men to be raised in 
his dominions. All these he was too happy to grant, and 
instantly quitting the court at Pavia rode ninety miles in com· 
plete armour with incredible celerity until he reached Bagnone 
a town of his own dominions ; such was his eagemess to con· 
firm the bargain ! Although .the Florentines were · already 
sinking under the weight of taxation, so oppressive and gene. 

.rally odious were both imperial garrisons that this additional 
burden was supported with something approaching to cheerful. 
ness and assisted even by some absentees inimical to Cosimo. 
In the short space of fifteen days the money was collected and 
sent to Charles at Trent where by a judicious distribution of 
bribes amongst the imperial ministers from Granville down· 
wards, all managed by Eleonora's brother Don Francisco de 
Toledo, the citadels were restored in despite of every opposition 
and Cosimo now could breathe as an independent princet. The 
German garrison of Florence was soon augmented to two thou· 

• Adriani, Lib. iii., p. 186.-Ammi- Lib. xnii., p. 466.-Muratori, AIIDo 
rato, Lib. x:uii., p. 466. 1543.-Adriani, Lib. iii., p. 192, . 
t Cini, Lib. ii•, p. 131.-Ammirato, 
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sand men, Piombino occupied by Florentine troops, Siena 
curbed by its Spanish garrison and Cosimo's frontier force, 
and the whole coast on the alert against a Turkish invasion. 
Barbarossa with a powerful armament bad taken Nice and 
long threatened a descent on TWICIJly : be soon menaced 
Piombino with fire and sword unleas a certain child, the son of 
a Turkish officer by an Elba woman, were restored, in which 
case be promised to leave the place unmolested. Cosimo 
although well on his guard deemed it more discreet to avoid 
the attack even at the risk of the young Mussulman's 80111, and 
delivered him up, to the great satisfaction of Barbarossa and 
all the squadron, by which be was welcomed with discharges of 
artillery and every sort of rejoicing. The Turkish admiral in· 
stantly despatched a vessel with him to his father then com· 
manding a flotilla on the Red Sea, who after having for years 
considered him as lost was so overcome that he is said to have 
died of joy *· The Maremma of Siena was subsequently attacked 
and that city demanded aid of Coeimo who sent a force under 
Cbiappino Vitelli, but be could neither save Talamone 
nor Port Ercole, and Orbitello would also have fallen A.D. 1644' 

had not Don Juan de Luna the imperial lieutenant at Siena 
advanced to its assistance with a band of young Senese volun· 
teers and the Florentine auxiliaries. After this, and notwith. 
standing all the remonstrances of Leone de' Strozzi Prior of 
Capua who commanded a squadron of French galleys, Barba· 
rossa quitted the coast and returned to Constantinople t. 

It was strange to see a prior of the order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem fighting in the ranks of the infidels, but his master 
the most Christian king was their ally, and the Strozzi them· 
selves sacrificed every other feeling to that of vengeance for 
their father's death. . Piero at his own expense had levied a 

• Cini, Lib. ii0 , p. 138. -Adriani, tMalaYO!ti,ParteUi•,Lib.v!U.,foi.U3. 
Lt'b. iv., p. 205.-Ammirato, Lib. -Adriani, Lib. iv., p. 261. -Cini, 
uxii., p. 467.-MalaYOlti, Parte iii•, Lib. ii., p. 184. 
Lib. riii., foL 143. 
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small army in Lombardy where he for some time harassed the 
Marquis del Vasto until the latter defeated him at Stradella 
between Placentia and Tortona with the aid of two thousand 
Florentines. The Senese jealous of a liberty that they no 
longer posaessed, boiling up with faction, and especially fearful 
of Cosimo's evident ambition to get possession of Piombino 
as a atep to Siena, compelled him to withdraw his troopa whom 
they would not suffer to enter a walled town ; and soon after 
thia the peace of Creepy put a period to European hostilities 
and once more gave a breathing-time to Italy. Don Juan de 

Luna oontinued to command a small Spanish garri-
A.D. U66. S" b th ld .d his son at 1ena ut as e emperor se om pal 

soldiers they were compelled to subsist in time of peace on the 
resources of powerless allies to which they most unscrupulously 
helped themselves. The robbery insubordination and licen
tiousness of these troopa were extreme and the public detesta
tion of both them and their commander was increased by his 
pa.rtiality for the nobles and intimacy with Cosimo : wherefore 
exasperated by aristocratic insolence in addition to military 

oppression, the citizens expelled both Luna and his 
A.D. 1648" myrmidons with about a hundred nobles, and on the 
fourth of March 1646 once more established their supremacy 
in the commonwealth*. 

While Italy lay supine under the strong hand of transalpine 
power and even the very shadow of liberty seemed fading 
before her; an humble Lucchese citizen, a simple tradesman, 
prompted by feelings too lofty for his age and ~country, formed 
the generous plan of awakening old and glorious recollections, 
of invoking the national spirit to his aid, and reestablishing 
that ancient cOnstellation of It8.lian republics which once had 
shone so brightly while restoring freedom arts and civilisation 
to a benighted world. Francesco Burlamacchi with a mind and 

* Galluzz., Storia di Toacana, Lib. i., :uxiii., p. 474.-Malavol~ Parte iii•, 
cap. v., p. 142.-Sozzlili, Rivoluzioni Lib. viii., fol. 144·5.-siamoudi, vol. 
di Siena, p. 25.- Ammirato, Lib. xii., p. 129. . 
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conceptions too free and generous for the time : and more in 
unison with those Greek worthies whose actions emted kindred 
feelings and inflamed his imagination, fancied that the existing 
state of Tuscany resembled ancient Greece, and that with the 
assistance of a few men of spirit and sincerity he would be 
able to add another example of patriotism to thole of Thrui· 
bulns and Pelopidas. His intentions were first disclosed to 
Cmlllll8 di Benedino a dyer by trade, but of a stout heart and 
great worldly experience, who although seeing the danger and 
difficulty yet promised his aesiatance. Burlamacchi's first 
object was to insure the coOperation of Piero and Leone Strozzi, 
because from theirspirit, wealth, and credit in the court of France 
bat more from their enmity to Cosimo, he regarded them with 
most expectation. By means of 01BB&l'8 Benedino and a certain 
Bast.iano Carletti who had se"ed under Leone Strozzi he com· 
municated with the latter at Venice : but probably considering 
the scheme somewhat romantic yet not wholly despicable, 
Leone showed himself at first indifferent to the proposal so 
that Burlamaoohi determined to have a personal interview. 
Under the pretext of visiting his sister at Ferrara he passed 
quietly on to Venice where Carletti secretly introduced him to 
the prior and aooording to the subsequent testimony of the 
latter addressed him nearly as follows. 

" If in what I am come to propose to you, Sir Prior, you do 
" not perceive that there is more for your own benefit than for 
" mine and that my danger is at the very least as great if not 
" greater than yours I know not why you should listen to me 
" at all on such a subject : and if on the other hand I cannot 
" convince you (remembering that no great design can be 
" 11000mplished without some risk). If I cannot I say con· 
" viDce you with what facility and glory, if God faTOur honour
" able enterprises, this may be effected, Terily I should have 
" done better to remain in Lucca than come here to Venice, 
" because useless words would only subject me to ridicule. 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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" The present state of Tuscany is even better known to you 
" than to me, and there is no doubt that Siena, in dread as she 
" is of the imperial anger for what has already passed, will 
•• eagerly embrace any opportunity that fortune may place 
•• within her reach. How impatiently Pisa even now suffers a 
.. stranger's rule and how vivid are still her recollections of 
" ancient liberty is proved by the glorious defence she made 
" for its sake even in our own and our fathers' times, when 
" abandoned by all the world, thinned of men, drained of 
"money, exhausted of food, bereft of credit; yet by the 
" vigour and vivacity of her indon:ritable spirit alone, she main
" tained herself against the whole force of your armies. I 
" will not renew your atBictions by speaking of E1orence, 
" knowing too well how much your bouse bas suffered in her 
" cause; Perugia still smarts under her recent wounds ; A.rezzo 
" is indignant at the loss of her lately-recovered freedom ; 
" Bologna bears the papal yoke with impatience, and Peacia 
•• and Pistoia will follow the destiny of E1orence. And now 
" may we not hope that amidst the mass of discontent reason· 
" ably believed to exist in those cities, if the smallest chance 
" of their deliverance appear each will show herself ready and 
" willing to take advantage of it? Will that burning thirst 
" for liberty be so extinguished in every heart that those 
" who sacrifice their life and property in her cause shall be re
" garded with detestation ? But listen to the way by which I 
"hope to succeed in my attempt. You know that in Lucca 
" there are three commissaries appointed to command the 
" militia of our state ; their authority is vast, and each bas 
" about fourteen hundred men under him which I can increase 
" if I please to two thousand. Now my intention is to be elected 
" one of these commissaries which according to our customs 
" will not be difficult, and then as it will become my duty to 
" review the troops, I propose to lead them into the meadows of 
" the town and detain them there until after the gates are shut, so 
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II tbat they shall be compelled to remain outside : then supply• 
, "ing them with food, the arrangements for which are already 

11 made, gi•e them to understand that in consequence of a 
11 muster of troops by the Duke of Florence it bad become 
" necessary to croas the Monte San Giuliano. And there I 
" would open my mind to the several captains, who are all my 
11 intimate friends and will not fail me, and then march towards 
" Pisa, which ha'fing but a small garrison who is to prevent 

; "us from entering and calling the inhabitants to liberty? 
11 Who is there that will not run to join our standard and unite 
II tlleir destiny with ours ? I also design, after leaving two or 
" three hundred men blockading the citadel, to march along 
" with the Pisan malcontents on Florence where the Duke 
" being unprepared, the people as I believe discontented, and 
"tlle Spaniards far away, I should have well-founded hopes of 
11 a joyful and fortunate issue. I know that such things appear 
" like chimeras to the timid mind, but to brave and enterprising 
11 spirits nothing is difficult ; Valour opens the way to i.nacces
" aible places, and Glory stretching forth her band beckons men 
11 upward to the stars! It was in this way that Thrasibulus with 
11 a few adherents liberated Athens from the violence of those 
"that ruled her, and his example encouraged Pelopidas with 
" still fewer; not 1IlOre than forty-eight persons, a thing which 
11 seems incredible; to the desiga of emancipating Thebes, and 
"he did so * ! With .what infantry, with what cavalry did 
11 Alatus expel Nicocles from Sicyon t, and with how few 
11 soldiers? And if these exploits from their great antiquity 
" are not fit examples for us, and if it seem impossible to others 
" that a man who has the power and dominion in his hands 
" should in a moment be expelled from both ; I will answer, 
"that not many years have passed since Uguccione dalla 
" Fagiola was driven in one day both from Pisa and Lucca I 

• Pelopidu had only eleven followers; but Epaminondaa and a good spirit 
"11111i\bio. • t He murdered him. · · 
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•• And we all know that Uguccione was a brave man, an able 
" captain, a prince of deep understanding and powerful intel~ 
" lect I But why do I seek for examples distant from our own 
" times, would not Giovanni Tonti have succeeded, I may say 
" but yesterday, in his attempt on Pistoia and in doing what 
" he pleased with that city if fortune alone, not want of judg
" ment or impossibility, had not failed him at the very instant 
" of complete success? And bow much easier will it be for 
" us with two thousand men to enter the places I have men~ 
" tioned, and to do what ? To give liberty to some, to restore 
" others to their country, to unite all in love and charity; 
" governing ourselves under the form of a ,confederation as was 
" done of old before the days of the Romans; as our own fore
" fathers did only a few centuries past ; and as in our own 
" times the Swiss are accustomed to do : the Swiss ! A people 
" that cannot for a moment be compared to ourselves in natural 
" genius, riches, excellence, or nobility of blood ! Let us act 
" then as becomes the brave ; let Tuscan valour spread abroad 
" its fame ; and as I am persuaded that the commencement 
" will succeed, so am I more sanguine of ultimate success if 
" you my lord prior and your brother Fiero will only take a 
" part of the burden on your shoulders ; and this you should 
" do much more than I, because your interest in it is greater: 
" for you are exiles from your country, now the slave of 
" another, while I continue to enjoy myself in mine which still 
·" flourishes free and independent : and so much the more to 
" you than to me does this enterprise belong as the resulting 
" glory will be greater; because you are already known to the 
" world for nobility riches and for deeds of fame, while my 
" humble name is scarcely breathed beyond the walls of Lucca; 
" and therefore did I say in the beginning of this discourse 
" that if my danger were not greater than yours it is surely at 
" least equal, while I remain far behind in the honour and 
" glory and the benefit of the enterprise." 

J 
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Leone Strozzi lauded the generous conception and self
devotion of Burlamacchi but as between ~o.ooo and 80,000 
ducats were necessary as well as immediate operations before 
harvest, on account of the discontent from scarcity both in Pisa 
and Florence, the prior advised a delay until the following Sep
tember in order to see how the emperor might succeed with the 
League of Smalcalde, to give time for Piero Strozzi's coming 
o,-er on some other pretence from France, and to allow of his 
eollecting so large a sum as Burlamaool!i required. The latter 
counted much also on the progress of the reformed religion in 
Lucca which made many desirous of casting oft' the papal tram
mels ; and he believed that this longing had spread to several 
of the Tuscan cities which lle hoped to unite in a league that 
would liberate both mind and body and reestablish a free, 
happy, and prosperous nation able to defend itself against any 
eart.hly despot. Burlamacchi after this conversation returned 
to Lucca where he soon became gonfalonier and being inti
mate with many Senese exiles resident in that state, occasionally 
opened his mind to them as opportunity offered, but in general 
terms, until he at length more plainly demanded of a certain 
Cavaliere Marcello Landucci what he thought of such a project. 
To the Senese exile it seemed absurd and he answered truly, 
that neither the existing state of the world nor that of public 
feeling and opinion in town or country were such a:s to promise 
any favourable issue to the enterprise, but that in the enthu
siastic conceptions of the human mind which flies to wherever 
man beckons it, every difficulty is obliterated. Burlamacchi 
BOtbing disheartened by this rebuff entreated these exiles to 
ponder the subject, without however informing them of his 
interview at Venice, but they all looked upon it as ridiculous 
and he therefore employed himself in gaining adherents at 
Pisa, Pistoia, Barga and Pescia, besides other parts of the 
Florentine territory. He also made friends with one Vincenzio 
di Poggio .a Lucchese rebel who commanded the citadel ofPisa; 
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spent much money in gaining adherents : secretly collected 
soldiers, won their good-will by his gifts and conversation, and 
left no means idle that could directly or indirectly conduce to 
the success of his project. In every discourse and action, he 
is said to have exhibited the signs of a lofty generous mind far 
beyond his condition in the world, unmoved by any selfish 
motive, and rising high above the spirit and policy of this age. 
His time of office was nearly expended in these preparations 
and being impatient of further delay he resolved on sending 
Cesare Benedini to settle with Leone Strozzi" about the period 
of action ; but Cesare although faithful himself had the impru
dence to communicate the secret to a friend called Andrea 
Pezzini who happened to be angey with the gonfalonier for a 
judgment given against him, and instantly and avowedly set off 
for Florence to reveal the conspiracy to Coeimo. Cesare 
alarmed at his own indiscretion immediately acknowledged it to 
Burlamacchi who prepared everything for Bight but recollecting 
that he had to a certain point inculpated the Senese gentlemen 
who might thus incur some risk, as the crime was capital, he sent 
for one of them, informed .him of the discovery and showed a 
letter which he had written to the Seignory acquitting them of 
all participation in the conspiracy. His allll'JDed and astonished 
auditor instantly communicated with the secretary of state 
upon which Burlamacchi was examined: meanwhile Oosimo had 
despatched Agnolo Niccolini to Lucca with a demand for his 
delivery but the Seignory calmly declared that it was a matter 
entirely between the gonfalonier and government and therefore 
refused their prisoner. Cosimo then procured an order from 
the emperor to consign him to the Milanese authorities who 
after a rigorous application of torture without inculpating any. 
body, put him to death for even daring to .dream of liberty : 
and thus perished a noble free and generous spirit * ! 
* Galluzzi, Storiadi Toscana, Lib. i•, Ammirato, Lib. xxxiii., p. 476.
cap. v., p. 151.-Malavolti, Lib. ix., Adriani, Lib. v., p. 349 •. 
fol. 146. - Cini,· Lib. iii•, p. 143.-
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The Senese who had been long sulky and iD&ubordinate de
termined to receive no imperial goYemora or garrisons 
and prepared aooordingly, being secretly encouraged by .A..D. uu·. 
the pope to worry Coaimo while the expenses and difficulties of 
Charles in Germany prevented his attention to minor aud more 
distant aft'aira. The Marquis del V aato was dead and his place 
supplied by Don Ferrante Gonzaga to whom the charge of 
Siena devolved, and Don Francisco de Toledo arriYed at Flo. 
renee with the written promise of Charles to make oYer the 
pnncipality of Piombino including Elba within nine months. 
For this the emperor whose treasury was nearly drained 
received a nominal loan of ~00,000 crowns. The obstinaey.of 
Siena in refusing obedience, fostered as it was by French pro
mises and papal machinations, finally attracted attention ; and 
the German difficulties having been overcome Cosimo was 
ordered to reduce that city to obedience, a task both doubtful 
and expensive, and coupled with the uncertainty of any remu· 
neration, notwithstanding all the emperor's promises, one which 
be was disinclined to undertake. At last in coosequence of the 
remonstrances of Gonzaga he began his preparations on so large 
a scale as to awe the Senese and induce them to comply with the 
imperial wishes by receiving a Spanish garrison. This was a 
fortunate event, for a conspiracy of the Fieschi family at Genoa 
and the disturbed condition of Naples where the people nobly 
and succeeslully resisted the establishment of the Inquisition, 
were threatening the imperial quiet, and the vast expense of 
such a war would have been ruinous to Cosimo even if it did 
aet draw a French army into the heart of Tuscany ; be how· 
ever maintained that province in peace, and the prosperous 
state of German politics calmed down all turbulence. Don 
Diego Hurtado de Mendoza the imperial ambassador at Rome 
took charge of Siena, and the murder of Pierluigi Farnese at 
Placentia with the connivance if not at the instigation of 

·Charles V. put the latter in possession of that city, to the pon· 
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tiff's extreme dismay and the joy of Italy at being delivered 
from such a monster of iniquity*. The death of Francia I. 
and the succession of Hel)l'y II. to the French throne made no 
difference in the foreign politics of that country. Both the Strozzi 
were sent to assist the Queen of Scots under whose banner they 
distinguished themselves and Piero brought off the youthful 
and beautiful Mary to the court of France. James V. lord of 
Piombino died, leaving a widow and infant prince, and the 
period of nine months when Cosimo was promised possession of 
that principality had expired. AB Charles could not decently 
avoid fulfilling his written promise, persuasion first and then 
menaces were made use of to perpetrate one of the most tyran
nical acts of the age for the aggrandisement of Coaimo de' 
Medici, to whom permission was given for building a fortrees 

• An anecdote of him related by nay without a perhaps ; never before 
Varchi, who vouches for Us truth, ia heard of, rape and aacrilege, which I 
eufficient to stamp the character of will nun.te, although with the uhDOII& 
Pierluigi, of Pope Paullll., and of tho disgust and indignation of mind, prin
age and country where such acta could cipally to prove two thinga. Firat, 
be tolerated and even exculed. It is . that thia wretched and unhappy age of 
too disgmting to be circumetantially ours baa also had ita Tantulua and 
laid before English readers even in a Thyestes : the second, that the death of 
foreign language, wherefore we omit this linner, although moat cruel and 
it; yet such thin~ become matter for ignominious, was yet better than hu 
history when they are either general merits, or more properly his demerits, 
or the acta of great men and princoa, d-rved. And it moreover ahoWB 
and <U auch palliated. "In the year that even in this life wicked m~ 
1538," aaya Varchi, "a tranaaction sometimes suffer the perialty of thett 
occurred, than which I do not remem- crimea." This horrible injury 'WU 
'ber ever having hoard or read either perpetrated on Colimo Gberi da Pi&
amongat ancients or moderns, amongst toia, the young, handsome, and virtuoue 
the truths of history, or amidst tho Bishop of Fano, who expired with!n 
tables of poetry, one more execrable, forty days after ; and Pier Luilll~• 
or worthy of greater, not blame but father, Pope Paul III., treated it u 
punishment. It was so horrible that what he called "1/(J'Uthful wlatility;• 
I for myself not only blush with shame " leggfJN!Zt4 gi0fla14ik." With tbia 
but shudder even to think of, much anecdote Varchi suddenly terminates 
more to repeat it. Nor do I know his minute and honest history,probably 
with what decency or rather indecency because he waa coming too cloao on 
of words I can or onght to cover or tbe heels of Coaimo, whose conduct. 
discover the baaeneBB and wickedn- although his patron, be never could 
of ao impious, deteetable, and perhaps; bave approved or justified. 



'CIIAP. Ill.) C08DIO Dll'KE 01' FLOUMCB. 129 

at Porta Ferraio previous to the occupation of Piombino, and 
90 eager was he that it rose to a defensive state in 
the short space of seventeen days I Cosimo's joy at A.D. u.s. 
this acquisition was quickly damped by hearing that Jacopo 
d'Appiano the young prince ofPiombino had thrown himself at 
Charles's feet and implored him to restore his dominions : he 
'W8S backed up by Oosimo's enemies and the imperial confessor, 
who very honestly made it a case of conscience; so that the 
haughty F1orentine was compelled to bow before his master and 
patiently subDrlt to his decrees ; for he wisely reasoned that 
patience although failing to improve the coming fortune, at 
least inflicted no injury to the present : npr did he for this 
relax his obsequiousneBB, but sent his son to reverence Prince 
Philip on his arrival at Genoa. A more formal embassy was 
despatched to the French monarch at Turin ; and a conspiracy 
against Gonzaga's life in revenge for Pierluigi's murder, disco
vered by means of Cosimo'sspies at Milan secured that minister's 
goodwill so that usefulness and patience towards all, combined 
with long-sighted views, cle&l' and determined objects, indefatig· 
able perseverance and immeasurable ambition and deceit, Cosimo 
was progressing steadily towards his ends in despite of every 
jealous opposition*· Quiet was reestablished in Germany, but 
Italy was a hot-bed of intrigue, plots, and machinations. The 
imperial treasury was exhausted and Charles dreaded a new 
war ; his health had become enfeebled, and his ambition was 
ebbing along with it ; he wished to calm religious discord and 
therefore desired a general council ; but he wished it at Trent 
where the German prelates were &BSembled, while Paul, who 
like all pontiffs hated the very sound, declared for Bologna the 
better to manage Charles as well on the subject of religion as 
the restoration of Placentia, and this led to innumerable nego
tiations, intrigues; remonstrances, protests, and all the 11upple 
weapons of diplomacy. Similar deceit and agitation pervaded 

• .Amm!rato, Lib. :uxiii., j.p. 483-5. 
VOL. T. X 
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the lesser Italian states in the shape of plots and secret ~hi
nations, aided and even promoted by the two principal actor» 
to worry each other unnecessarily and impede their personal 
objects. Henry II. of France was too much occupied by 
England to molest Charles openly and therefore contented hlm
solf with seconding the pope ; while Italy was pregnant with 
turbulence discontent and secret conspiracy. Mirandola, alWIIl& 
attached to France, was a focus of disaifection and the rendez
vous of every Italian rebel and exile : there the " FUOf"'UCici. " 
of Genoa, Florence, Naples, Siena and Milan held their coo
claves whether against the lives of princes or ministers, tD sur
prise towns or foment rebellions; from ~t forge issued bolts 
which struck at the lives of Cosi.mo, Doria, and Gonzaga.; causecl 
an intended surprise of Piombino, and that formidable conspiracy 
which rendered the name of Fielchi memorable in the annals 
of Genoa*· Piero Strozzi and Cardinal Fame!ie 'Were the 
principal directors of these plotters who moreover proposed the 
surprise of Barga as a nucle1111 of rebellion for all Florentine 
Tuscany : a conspirator of Barga was taken and examined at 
Venice where there was always an assemblage of foreign minis
ters ; Giulio Cibo who was connected with the malcontents bad 
already been tried and executed at Milan; and Don Juan de 
Mendoza the imperial ambassador in concert with Granville 
and Gonzaga, plotted in their tum against the life of Piero 
Strozzi but communicating with Cosimo in order to deal 
a surer blow. The duke's spies and emiisaries were every
where, and he was at that very moment watching with feline 
sharpness the motions of Lorenzino de' Medici who had recently 
returned from France: his secretary Giovanfrancesco Lottini da 
Volterra, a bold uns~rupulous man, was eaSily engaged to carry 
Cosimo's wishes into effect: ostensibly on a mission of trifling 
import he arrived at Venice and like a bird of ill-omen scared all 
the exiles by his mere presence ; for he was well known, but not 

* Galluzzi, Storia di Toscana, vol. ii•, Lib. ii•, cap. ii., p. 20. 
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mr good. When LoreDZi:ilo heard of his arrival and nominal 
commission he became alarmed ; exclaiming " Goa ,.,.am tlaat ie 
uy lNI for ROtlait&g ells." Lottini laid plots against Strozzi 'a 
life without suecesa, but OD the twenty-sixth of February Loren· 
zioo de' :Medici and Alessandro Soderini fell under his bravos' 
cllggen; after which the latter taking refuge wit.h the imperial 
am.1J oor were personally escortAid by him from Venice and 
placed in safety on the continent, yet the Venetian govemment 
DOt only took no notice of these murders but their general sent 
Lottmi a OOdy guard for his proUc:tion! Such were the deeds 
ol this age and country, undertaken without scruple and exe
cuted without blame *I The death of Pope Paul III. .D 1M 

iD November 154.9 was the only event of striking OODIIe- A • 9' 

q116Doo this yeaz, but a number of secondary incidents were filling 
ltal.y with suspicion and paving the way to more serious results. 

Amongst these the weak and tyrannicsl government of Don 
Di8go de :Mendoza at Siena was exasperating a disaft'eeted 
population by augmenting the garrison, disarming the citizens, 
and mrei.bly moulding their constitution tD his will. Sup1-eme 
power was placed in the bands of a Balla QDe half of which he 
IIIOIDiDated, while the old Senate a body also at his disposal, 
appointed the other : this left the republic prostrate, md so 
helpless that Charles bad no hesitation in offering it to Paul 
III. in exchange for Parma and Placentia. But to 
eec:ure this position be ordered a citadel to be built say· A.D. 1610' 

ing that he must act the part of a doctor as Siena was like a sick 
pe111011 ever asking for what was more injurious than salutary. 
Nor could the prayen and remonstranees of a whole people 
110m Ollt with oppression and writhing under military insolence 
and licentiousness turn him from his course : they finally sent 
an embaaay led by Orlando Malavolti the historian, but could 
only extract the above II&I'C88m from that cruel and imperturbable 

• Gallum, St(lriiL del Gran Dncato di TOSC&Ila., Lib. i., cap. vi. 
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Spaniard*· Siena had with a few intervalS of Guelphic rule: 
continued longer and steadier than almost any other city 
except Pisa, in her attachment to Ghibeline principles as 
opposed to the Guelphic or French and Papal party. Alm.Ost 
every faction BllCCessively in power followed the same line of 
foreign politics until the tyranny of Mendoza and Spanish 
rapacity overcame these connexions, broke every ancient tie, 
and reluctantly forced her into the arms of France. 

Paul III. was supposed to have died of anger and mortifica
tion at the death of his son and the loss of Piacenza,' and after 
a long vacancy the papal throne was filled by Ca.rdin&l de 
Monte under the name of Julius III. to the great satisfaction 
of Cosimo whose subject he was, though formerly united with 
the exiles and opposed to a monarchical government in Flo
rence. Nor was the latter disp1eased at an opportunity of 
sending three well-equipped galleys to join the imperial squadron 
against the celebrated corsair Dragut as a specimen of his in
cipient navy which subsequently distinguished itself under the 
Knights of San Stefano : to accomplish this he had collStructed 
an arsenal at Pis~ established naval regulations, and was 
applying all the wonderful energy of his mind to the formation 
of a national marinet. 

The determined hostility of Henry II, the efforts of Otta
viano Faroese to maintain himself in Parma and 

A.D. 1651' Place . fro th d th d recover ntia m e emperor, an e espera-
tion of Siena had brought public affairs in Italy up to the 
boiling point and everybody feared an outbunit. Ottaviano first 
applied the match ; be had vain1y implored justice from Charlell 
and as vainly craved assistance from Julius III •. who entirely 
abandoned him : the former, although his father-in-law, wished 
to rob him of Parma ; the latter his liege lord would have 
bought imperial favour though it injured the church ; and. 

* Malavolti, Parte iii•, Lib. ix., folio 150. -Pregji de' TOIQIU.- Platina, Vite 
t S. Ammirato, Lib. xxxiii, p. 486. de' Pap!. 
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both Gonzaga and Diego Mendoza were his pri't'&te enemies : 
Otta'Viano thus left helpless, for not a state in Italy dared to 
lift a finger in his cause, at once threw himself on France by a 
treaty with Henry II. which protected him against every 
enemy. This drew down the double indignation of pope and 
emperor; a French garrison nnder Termes entered Parma, 
brought on a collieion with Charles, and by the commencement 
of 1652, (the_ pope having withdrawn in alarm from the con· 
test) war again rolled over the states of Europe*. 

The Germane were soon in arms, and Charles's infi.rmities 
rendering him nnequal to the whole weight of em· 
pire the Duke of Alva was appointed to command A.D. wt. 

in Germany. On this officer's arrival at Genoa Cosimo 
despatched Bernardo de' Medici Bishop of Cassano to warn 
him of the condition of Siena and claim his influence with 
Charles for the restoration of Piombino; and as he never ceased 
watching the Senese a correspondence with Monsieur de 
Laoaac the French ambassador at Rome was soon detected and 
made known to the emperor;_ but in return he had to endure 
the contumely and insolence of Mendoza and the hollowness of 
Charles, by whom he was treated like a 't'&88al, not as an inde
pendent prince. All this was borne with the utmost obsequi
ousness and meekness because he had still occasion for imperial 
assistance, not only to bring forward his more distant objects of 
.ambition but even to · sustain himself in Florence agaiust a 
.~pie vexed and impoverished by an annually increasing taxa
tion. He therefore not only remained faithful to CalS&l' but 
offered assistance to this insolent Senese lieutenant which was 
contemptuously refused although the conntry exhibited every 
.symptom of revolt. 

Troops began to aseemble in Castro and Pitigliano nnder 
Niccolo Orsini who had entered the French service ; Piccolo, 
mini and Amerighi two Senese exiles assembled three thousand 

• &zzlni, Rivoltuionl di Siena, p. o48~:._Muratori, Annali AnnllMl and J55i. 
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insurgents and on the twenty-sixth of July the former from be
fore the walls of Siena invoked the people in the name of 
France and Liberty. Roused at the long lost sound they started 
up as one man and all unarmed as they were opened the gates 
to their oountrymen. The garrison was reduced to about 
four hundred Spaniards under Giovanni Franzesi d'Alaba., many 
having been distributed through the country ; and Mendoza 
himself was at Rome. After much fighting especially in the 
market-place, and about the Dominican convent over Fonte 
Branda, the Spaniards gave way, evaeuated that building and 
all their other positions and ensconced themselves in tbe citadel 
which was badly armed and provisioned. By Don Franzese's 
requisition at the first notice of this enterprise, Cosimo moved 
up a body of troops to his aid ; but on a deputation of the 
citizens assuring him of their unshaken fidelity to Cresar and 
imploring his neutrality be sent an agent to negotiate at Siena 
and report to him the state of things and his own prospects of 
success in ease of interference. As these acoounts were unfavour
able and Cosimo wanted neither Spanish nor French supremacy 
in Siena, nor yet to draw the Gallic arms on himself while 
Charles was hard pressed by the Saxon in Germany, he signed 
a convention and even hoped to get hostages for that city's 
fidelity when Lansac's unexpected arrival put an end to the 
project*. 

This however was no sudden enterprise but a well-organized 
movement concerted by the Cardinal Faroese, Count Nicholas 
Orsini of Pitigliano, and Louis de Lansac the French ambassador 
at Rome ; wherefore by a capitulation with the latter in August 
1552 the Spaniards were to evacuate Siena and the citadel was 
afterwards to be demolished : the latter was accomplished with 
great ceremony : the magistracies, " Captain of the People," the 
clergy, nobles and citizens their heads crowned with olive, and 

• Cini, Vita di Coaimo, Lib. iii•, pp. -Bozzini, Rivoluz.'. di Siena, pp. 72 
~1 to 179.-Segni, Lib. xili., p. 57. to 90. 
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atrenching~ls in their banda, marched to solemn muSic under 
the great national banner, and after a formal deliYery of the 
keys one load uDfetwred shoot nmg through the air and 
"IA~Hwt;," ".Lilurt4;" "Francia," "Fra'tlfta;" "Vittoria," 
" Vt#oria," reechoed from tbe ramparta. Then began the 
work, ud with such spirit that in one abort hour more of 
the fortress on the aide next to the city was polled down than 
could have been rebuilt in four months*; 

This capitulation was as ill received by Charles u it was 
joyfully by Henry who poured hie legions into the heart of Italy 
and fomented the general hatred to Spain : the Duke of Termee 
reached Siena from France with troops, officers, and mili
tary stores, and made a treaty of alliance with that republic. 
Embueiee passed between Cosimo and Siena by which the 
ilrriolability af Florence was guaranteed ; etill he could not con
template without coneiclerable uneasineaa this eettlement of a 
French power on hie frontier, bat as it was not a proper moment 
to expel the intruden he made a merit of necessity and con
sented to remain neutral. The Spanish oftlcen from Siena 
bad meanwlnle arrived at court and laid all the l)Iame of their 
own bad conduct on Cosimo, who was oompelled to eend an 
embaaay for hie own exculpation but eucceeded in convincing 
Charles af hie prudence md learned that monarch's determina
tion to punish the :revolters with fire and sword t. 

When the ineurrection 6ret OCC1U'l'ed Coeimo was donbt6Jl 
whether he woold again offer that assistance already so oon
temptoonsly nriected by Mendoza; bot urged by a portion of 
his council, by the pope, by the ca.tdinals of Ferrara and Far
DeBe, and laetly by a aenee of personal dignity which suggested 
the necessity of abowing himself m independent prince and not 

• Sot.zinf, pp. 89-90. 
t Galuzzi, Btorla eli T01C8118, lA H., 
cap. i", pp. 273, 279, to 281.-Cini, 
Vita. Lib. iH., pp. 169-79.-8ozzini, 
Rivol., p. 91.--Aclriani, Ll"b. ix., p. 

1594.--Ammlrato, Lib. nxlil., p. 490, 
-&gnl, Lib. :r:iii., p. I5S.-Mal&voltl, 
Parte rna, IJb. lx., fol. 149 to 1156.
Konlac, Commeut., Lib. iii•, p. 188. 
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a ussal, he resolved on netltrality, Even when Mendoza 
hurried off from Rome and divested of all haughtiness im
plored his assistance, Cosimo etill refused ; nor waa his resolu
tion shaken when the fonner produeed a brief from Charles 
bestowing· Piombino. on him without conditions : he accepted 
the gift and took pos8e88ion of the place, but maintained his 
neutrality*· Cosimo afterwards endeavoured to persuade Charles 
that patience and dell'.terity would gain his objects better than 
arms; but the Peace of Religion signed at Passau in August,left. 
the imperial indignation free to dart on Sie~ for a crime which 
his own lieutenants had caused by their oppressive rule. Don 
Pedro de Toledo was therefore ordered to muster all his 
disposable force and repair to Leghorn by sea ; he soon 
arrived at Florence and vainly tried to procure Cosimo's active 
coOperation : the latter waa still firm but consented neverth~ 

· less to supply guns and provision! and admit the troops 
A.D.l633. within his territory, whereafter assembling sixteen thou
sand infantry and eighthundred honeToledodiedleaving hisson 
Don Garcia in command with Alessandro Vitelli as his second t. 
This army entered the Senese territory by V al-di-Chiana and 
captured several small places, the most important of which, 
Lucignano, waa given to Cosimo who unhesitatingly accepted it 
and thus again broke- his promised neutrality!· His conduc~ 
was altogether equivocal, because when the viceroy's first pro
.elamation appeated against Siena Henry II. despatched Luere
.zia Borgia's aon, the Cardinal Ippolito d' Este, (who represented 
him in that city) on an embassy to Florence where as a repute\~ 
friend of Cosimo he waa received with unusual but deceitful 
honours to the great mortification of the Spanish party, who 
.ignorant of Cosimo's dissimulation thought they perceived in 

• Segni, Lib. xiii., p. 42. 
.+ Sozzini says eight thousand Italian 
and two thousand Spanish infantry, with 
one tbouoand five hundred cavalry. 
(Vide lliwlv.rioni di Sima, p. 93.} 

He aleo auerte that the examinatloa 
of Don Garcia's secretary took place a& 
Montalcino. (p. 126.} . 
:1: Segni, . Lib. xiii., pp. 48-53.- Sle
.mondi, vol. xii., p. 13.5. 
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this close int.i.macy a change of political opinion advene to the 
emperor*. 
· Meanwhile the invasion proceeded: Montuochiello surren· 
dered after a month's siege; the trenches were opened before 
Montalcino which was defended by Giordano Orsini a young 
Roman recently dismissed from Cosimo's service : a two months' 
siege bad made no impression on the place and Orsini became 
more daring in his sallies by one of which he nearly captured 
Don Garcia imd Vitelli, and did take the former's secretary who 
after examination was sent at once to Siena for torture but 
escaped the application of it by a promise of genenl disclosure. 
Monsieur de Termes then took him into his closet and en· 
couraging free discussion was made cognizant of a plot carried 
on Cor some months in Siena by Giulio Salvi and his brothers 
with Leone de' Ricasoli, Cosimo's ambassador, who being an 
intimate friend of Giulio bad bribed him with 10,000 crowns 
to deliver up one of the city gates to Don Garcia as soon as be, 
Salvi, became general or Captain of the People. This post 
be was in immediate expectation of through the exertions of 
Termes and the French officers, who bad requested the appoint. 
ment for their own security, so great and general was the 
confidence in that family. Giulio and Ottaviano Salvi with 
two priests, all principals in the conspiracy, were examined and 
beheaded, and the sudden appearance of a Turkish fleet on 
the Neapolitan coast coupled with Charles's failure before Metz 
where Fiero Strozzi served with great credit, made the em
peror write an angry order to Don Diego Mendoza bidding him 
raise the siege of Montalcino and disband his army, since the 
Duke of Florence was determined to have the French in Siena. 
The Italians were accordingly dismissed, Don Garcia with the 
cavalry and Spanish infantry returned to Naples, and thus was 
Siena left in full possession of her domestic 'liberty and national 

* CiDi, Vita, Lib. iv., p. 197 .-O.Uuzi, Storia di TCIICUI&, Lib. ii0 , c:a\). i0~ 
p. 284. 
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independence nuder Frenoh protection, but still tottering to 
her fall*. 

Coaimo in laot bad been playing a crOoked game which raised 
suspicion and diasatislaction in all :parties : Charles w8a angry 
with him for not openly assisting in the war, and France and 
Siena frowned on him because he clandestinely supplied their 
enemies with prov:isions and ariillery, for accepting Lucigwmo, 
and above all for plotting with their malcontents to place 
Siena by treachery in the hands of the Spaniards f. Seeing 
himself thus become an object of common resentment, kept in 
constant anxiety by the exiles, and detested by his own over
burdened subjects, Cosimo was not unwilling to take the shelter 
of a peace, and by the pope's aid concluded a second ~with 
Siena, gave up Lucignano at his desire, and again promised to 
keep himself strictly neutral between the French and Spania.rda t. 
The last condition wM probably 88 insincere as it was difliculi 
to maintain, for Coaimo's empire was not founded on the peo. 
ple 's attachment or even on a public aenae of expediency; he 
was hated by all classes, yet more feared than hated ; and not;. 
withstanding the wide-spreading or rather ubiquitary nature of 
his spy system he still needed the support of a foreign power to 
fall back on if pressed by domestic troubles or his own Florentine 
rebels ; it at least became necessary that they should know and 
feel that he possessed such a protection ; and it was the con 'fiction 
of this necessity which made Charles V. treat him so arrogantly 
and induced Cosimo to suffer it so tamely. There is perhaps 
no country so ill governed 88 that wherein the supreme autho
rity is independent of it for the ordinary resources of adJni.Ws. 
tration : feeling that it has a strong reserve of ita own to fall 
back on, expediency displaces justice, strength overcomes 
right, native interests are separated from those of the rulins 
* Sozzioi, Rivol., pp. 125 to 142.- :ziii., p. 53. 
Adriani, Lib. ix., p. 637.-Ammirato, t Ibid., p. 58.-Adriaoi, Lib. z., p. 
Lib. nxUL, p. 492.- Malavoltl, P, 6.50.-Cini, Lib. !ii0 , pp. 188-191. 
iii•, Lib. x., foL 157.-Segol. Lib, ~ Galluzzi, Lib. ii0 , oap. ii0 , p. 22. 
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power and lightly postponed or negJigently ~ for: the will 
of government is commonly substituted for the wellare of the 
people, they are ruled with a feeliDg not their own, eecta and 
factions are supported if not directly created, and beoause the 
subject state is only considered u a mine from which to ex· 
tract riches in some form, steel, gunpowder, and every other 
coercive agent, is reckleeely made use of to control it. A 
government to work well should like a spirited horae have 
its limbe free but a sharp bridle : Cosimo bad no bridle ex· 
eept unoortairrty, which quickly vanished and be bitted his 
subjects in return. He preued the people with an iron band 
and though his resources were all native, the certainty of foreign 
support enabled him to squeeze them out e'Ven to the last drop 
of human endmance. With such a poliey be had no intention 
of observing the treaty a moment longer than wu convenient : 
be saw Fiero Btrozzi becoming daily more experienced in war, 
for according to the historian 8egni it wu he that so gloriously 
repulsed Charles at Meu I A strange mistake or most 
ridiculous indulgence of national vanity to give this young 
and subordinate officer the credit of performing one of the 
Duke of Guise's most brilliant exploits I "This is the place " 
says Monluc, " where that illustrious Duke of Guise ac> 
qnired immortal glory," and ye~ 8egni by implication if not 
ctirectly, gives all the credit to Fiero. Btrozzi though not 
a great or fortunate general was at least a prudent and an active 
one ; a man of considerable talent, and a formidable adversary 
to Cosimo, who saw him loaded with honours by the favour of 
Henry, and Fiero's own cousin the Queen of France*. He was 
also that monarch's lieutenant in Italy, extremely wealthy, and 
bis name still popular and powerful in the mind and memory 
of the Florentines: his father died a 'Victim to Cosimo's hatred 
and Fiero bad vowed ample revenge: to drive Cosimo from the 

• Segui, IJb. :Dii., pp •• 9 ad fl7 .-lllonluc, CommenWL, Lib. lii0 , p. 188, 
lial•. Traualatiou. 



140 l"LLUNTINE msroaY. (110011t lifo 

throne was the steady object of his life, the star of his ambition, 
in which the brightest rays of hope and hatred were concentrated; 
and to use his own expression he would " move heaven and 
earth, and even hell itself" to favour his intent. It was there· 
fore impossible for Cosimo to hesitate a moment in his course, 
more especially as a plot to assassinate him and Andrea Doria 
had just · been traced, as was averred, to Strozzi : wherefore 
enlisting all the· Italians that Don Garcia had disbanded and 
engaging Gian.J aoopo de 'Medici of Milan, MarquisofMarignano, 
surnamed" Il Medicino" as his general with ten thousand in· 
fantry besides five hundred horse; and also receiving upwards 
of four thousand Spanish and German auxiliaries from the em
peror, Posimo boldly undertook to drive the French from Siena 
at his own risk and cost*· It was a daring act and a vast effort; 
the offer was kept a profound secret but as willingly accepted 
by Charles as made by Cosimo, the latter being spurred on by the 
recent arrival of Fiero Strozzi at Siena and his aesuinption of 
. · the chief military command. Cosimo's real object 
A.D. l&U. this 11 his d li · at moment as we as soun est po cy was 
to see Siena free and independent of either French or Spaniards 
both being dangerous neighbours on his frontier : he also hoped 
much from the discord of factious citizens which by disgusting 
some and weakening all would finally open the road to c6nquest. 
The advent of Piero Strozzi as Henry the Second's lieutenant 
in Italy excited every Florentine malcontent both within and 
without the territory ; the form of liberty once more flitted 
vividly before them ; at Rome Bindo Altoviti an opulent 
merchant and father to the Archbishop of Florence, amongst . 
many others, showed his opinions openly, in the Tuscan capital 
abusive lampoons against Cosimo were placarded everywhere 
with the words " Viva Francia e moja l'lmpero "t. The King of 
France had some suspicions that the Cardinal of Ferrara, who 

* .G&lluu.i, Stnria di Toac., Lib. ii•, cap. ii•, p. 20, 
t Ibid., cap. iii•, P• 38, · 
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it was said partook much of the character of his uncle CIBIIIU' 
Borgia, had been duped by the superior arta of Cosimo whose 
intimacy with the pope also made him anxious and uneasy. He 
was young ambitious and warlike, and already had armies in 
Scotland, Piedmont, Corsica, Parma, Milandola, and Siena : 
two parties &truggled and alternately ruled him, the Queen sup
ported by the House ol Guise on one part; and the Grand 
Constable Anne of .Montmorency on the other. The Italian 
expeditions were urged on by the Duke of Ferrara who was 
connected with the Guises; they were promoted by the influence 
of Florentine exiles and cordially sustained by Catharine of 
Medicis who hated her cousin Cosimo. The Constable vainly 
opposed them as useless, maintaining that Flanders was the 
proper seat of war against the emperor, wherefore all the expe
ditions not approved of by him were Jieglected and languished. 
Piero Strozzi's appointment was due to the Queen and BaDC

ti.oned by Montmorency on purpose to annoy the Cardinal of 
Ferrara whom be hated, and who was to remain as simple 
govemor of Siena itself while Btrozzi commanded all the royal 
forces in Italy. Henry had already tried to gain the Duke of 
Florence throngh Pope Julius, by renewing old negotiations, 
indirectly offering one of his daughters as the wife of Don 
FranCesco, Cosimo's eldest son, and the Prince of Ferrara 
for his daughter but requiring something more than simple 
neutrality in exchange. If these had been accepted a 
strong French party would have arisen in Italy but the 
intended bride tumed out to be illegitimate and the widow 
of Orazio Famese, so Cosimo declined the offer. He had 
already affianced his third daughter to Julius IlL's nephew 
Tabiano ; his eldest to Paulo Giordano of the Orsini ; and his 
second to .Marcantonio Colonna ; thus uniting for a while these 
great and turbulent families*. 

• .Cini, Lib. iv., p. 197.-Galluzzi, 498.- Adriani, Lib. x., p. 662.
Lib. ii., cap. ii., p. 29.- Muratori, Segni, Lib, J:iv., p. 72, 
.A!mali.-Ammirato, Lib. xuiii., p. 
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In the begiDniDg of 1654 Cosimo reeolved to com.m81Doe 
hostilities : he had up to that moment preserved the most 
profound seeresy and even stopped all commUDioation with 
Siena by a rigid guard of inspection throughout the whole line 
of his frontier: duripg two whole days the gates of FloEence, 
Pisa, and Arezzo were cloeed on slight pretences and no persons 
allowed to pau them either in or out : Girolamo degli Albizzi 
who had the military command as oommi88&l'Y, ordered every 
detachment scattered over the territory to maroh by night and 
concentrate at Poggibonzi and other places on the twenty-sixth 
of January. Cosimo's object was to attack the Senese simulta
neously in the Maremma, the V al·di·Chiana. and the capital ; 
to occupy GroBBeto in the first, Chiusi in the second, and cap
ture the fortress outside of Camullia gate in the third. To 
keep the Senese UDBuspicious he had only a few days before 
despatched Franoesoo Vinto to the Cardinal of Ferrara for the 
settlement of some trifling business, and continued his own 
residence in Florence as the most central directing and con
trolling spot, as well for the troops in the field as the maJ.eon. 
tents in the capital. He never once led the anny in person, 
and in this war trusted everything to the Marquis of Ma.rig. 
nano (a cunning cautious cruel man but one of the first generals 
of the day) and his own commissary Girolamo degli Albizzi 
who accompanied the camp. They marched from Florence 
with two thousand foreign infantry and four hundred Spaniards. 
and joining the main body at Poggibonzi two hours before dark 
pushed forward towards Siena making one halt near Staggia to 
reform and issue the final orders of attack, Siena being then 
only six miles off. Violent rains and Qtber accidents su.spended 
Ridolfi Baglione's corresponding operations in the Val-di· 
Chiana as well as Federigo de Monlaiuto's combined W!d and. 
sea expedition against Grosseto and other maritime towus ; 
besides a subordinate attack on Massa Marittima which was to 
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be made by Lucantooio CuppaDo gonrnor of Piombino •. The 
eame cause prevent.ed a full muster of tbe Poggibonzi ditieioa. 
so that .Marignano marobed to Sieaa with only four thOUII.Dd 
foot and three hUDdred hone but all good eoldiera. Pushing 
forward his cavalry to the" Pa14M%o tlll Diat10lo"within a mile 
of the town he drove in a FreDCh picket and following it with a 
small detachment of infantry ·carried the fortreee of Camallia 
without a check and would have got poaaeaeion of that gat. also 
but for the prudence of a Florentine uile stationed there. 

The Cardinal of Ferrara, completely duped by Coaimo's arts, 
was making merry at a carnival dinner when the lkirmiah at 
the Palazzo del Diavolo took place : his fimt impulse was flight 
thiuking that tbe people were false, but Enea Piceolomini and 
.Mario Bandini aaooeeded in detaining him with 888UJ8IUle8 of a 
'rigorous resistance ; the preparations for this were instantly 
made, and with so good a spirit that the cardinal became euy 
and convinced that his owp blind confidence in Coeimo was the 
real and only canse of this surprise. Piero Strozzi, who had 
been away superintending the defence of the Maremma, hurried 
back to Siena and inspired new confidence, while Mari8nano 
was reenforcing his position towards the wwn so as to lodge 
five. thousand men within gun-shott: but excepting an Ull8UC

ceesful attack on the Camullia gate which had been strengthened 
with incredible rapidity by the united labour of men women 
and children, he ventured on fttbing beyond a rigorous blockade. 
Comelio Bentivoglio attempted w retake the fort but was 
repulsed ; and now Cosimo having fairly thrown oft' the mask 
issued a gene.ral order commanding all hie subjects to molest 
the Senese nation at every point, and published a manifesto 
endeavouring w excuse his proceedings on the ground of self
preservation from· French oggressions, the peace of Italy, and 

• GallUDI, Storia eli Tote., Lib. ii., Iuzzi, Lib. ii., cap.lil., p. '1.-&gnl, 
cap. ilL, p. 39.- CiDi, Lib. iv., pp. · Lib. :&iv., p. SO.- Ammira&o, I..ib. 
201-205. :u:&iii., p. 301. 
t Cini, Lib. iv., p. 206 &d'.-Gal· 
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the preservation of Senese independence, not its destruction. 
Deteimined to proceed with vigour he engaged Ascanio della 
Cornia the pope's nephew with six thousand additional infantry, 
reenforced his colonels Giulio di Montevecehio, the Count of 
Ban~ Fiore, and Frangiotto Orsino; who were on his ordinary 
peace establishment ; he increased the rank and command of 
Chiappino Vitelli and Ridolfo Baglione, im old and faithful ser• 
vant, for Cosimo was not the man to neglect good instruments of 
power, ambition, or assassination. Thus with a rich skilful and 
determined hand he collected a force of about twenty-four 
thousand foot and a thousand horse under some of the ablest 
officers in Italy, but at the cost of more than 100,000 golden 
crowns a month all raised by extraordinary taxation in a 
period of incipient scarcity; and to the astonishment of Europe 
and even of the emperor himself thus boldly wrestled with the 
crown of France * I Thus began the second war of Siena two 
years after the first, and seven months after Cosimo had signed 
the treaty of peace with that republic but pretending friend
ship in the interval ! Piero Strozzi had in all from eight to 
ten thousand men scattered over the country and between him 
and Marignano there seems at first to have been a frank under
standing that the war was to be conducted with humanity, espe
cially as regarded women, to which end some incipient courtesies 
passed between them: Cosimo onJie contrary considering Piero 
as a mere rebel not only declined any intercourse but despatched 
circular letters to his most confidential agents with orders to 
I!lake use of every means of destruction against him; he offered 
a reward of ten thousand ducats for his assassination besides 
other recompenses, and urged these nefarious instruments 
with injunctions of profound secresy, to show their loyalty by 
their zeal in the work, each being persuaded that he alone 

• Lettere di Principi, folio 175, vol. Iuzzi, Lib. ii0 , ~p. iii0 , pp. 39-46,
jo, Cooimo to the Duke of Urbino,and Ammirato, Lib. xniii., p. 501.
fol. 17·6, to the Senese government.- Segni, Lib. :Dv., p. 80, &c.-Cini, Lill. 
Sozzini, RivoL, pp. 159-167.-Gal- iv., p. 209. 
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""'-' thus trusted and thus honoured*· These attempts made 
the Strozzi cautious ; he therefore never moved without a guard, 
eat.his meals alone with his brother Robert, and avoided going 
~urugh~ . 
. A preacher was employed by the Senese to sharpen popular 
vengeance who soon imparted a more ferocious character to 
hostilities.: Marignano threatened to lay everything waste; 
Strozzi told him this would be worse for Florence because her 
territory was infinitely richer and more populous than that of 
Siena. Nevertheles~J things would still bave been conducted 
aecording to the milder customs of war bad not Cosimo declared 
his intention of putting every Florentine rebel to death who 
fell into his hands but of sparing other soldiers. This forced a 
counter-declaration from Strozzi that he would observe the 
laws of war with those troops alone who depended immediately 
on Marignano from whom he expected corresponding treat
ment ; and with such a vindictive spirit did the seeond contest 
of Siena begin t. 

Until the month of March nothing of any consequence 
occurred; Marignano contenting himself with gradually com· 
plating the blockade and devastating the country, which he 
could do at will because all the French troops except five hun
dred cavalry were shut up in the various strongholds. Castig· 
lioncello, Rencini, and several small places on the Florence 
road were occUpied to secure communications with Poggi
bonzi whence the besiegers' supplies were drawn, and almost 
eTery mill and aqueduct in the vicinity of Siena were de
stroyed. Marignano then continued investing and reducing 

• Galluzzi, Lib. li0 , cap. ili0 , p • .(3.- Ooelmo'a only reolly confidential 
Lettere di Principi, "Yol i", folio 176, minister and secretary C'&ncini, but 
Lettera di Cotimo, MS.-Beeldea the eigned by the duke himself), the 
authority of Galluw, one ofthese cir- an thor wu ahown at F1orence in 1838, 
ealan ia publiahed by Giovanni Roaini and would ba\-e purchased it bad the 
<I Pita, in the lliatorical novel called owner been willing. 
"La.iio &rwzi." Another, almoat t IJettere di Principi, vol i0.-Oal· 
ward for word (probably written by lnui, Lib, li., cap. iii. p. 43. 

TOL. V, L . 
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the Castelli one after another,· banging several of the inbabt 
tants 88 they successively yielded and declaring tbs.t he would 
pW'8ue the same course according to military law against any 
of them who were audacious enough to stand the first dis
charge of his 8.rtillery *· This cruelty had no effect: the 
Senese peasantry were a bold intrepid race and true to their 
country whoever were ita governors; supplies ceased not to flow 
towards the capital, walled towns still held out, the same 
barbarities were repeated and endured, and war in its reddest 
garments stalked through the cowering land. Aiuola, Turrita, 
Asinalunga, Tolfa, Scopeto, and Chioceola bravely resisted and 
88 bravely fell : in some eases the same military murders 
followed, for the implacable Marignsno withdrew not his 
mailed hand, and all the country groaned+· At Turrita the 
Germans actually crucified a poor old woman who had either 
the spirit or the madness to persevere in crying out " Lupa," 
" Lupa," the national cry of Siena, instead, as she was ordered, 
of "Duca," "Duca," that of Florence! What began in sport 
ended through her obstiDacy iii the most horrid cruelty, for 
she was actually stripped .naked .and nailed up like a hawk to 
one of the gates, but like a maniac still shrieking "Lupa," 
"Lupa," until her . mouth was gagged; besides . worse and un
utterable barbarity ! She was there left to die ; but every 
muscle of her face showing plainly that she still persisted in her 
endeavour to utter this national war·eryt! 

* It wns a custom in those days that because they bad l!een plundering and 
in all plaoes untenable before hoary burning bon- In the Florentine ter
batteriog artillery, if it were brought ritory, and were not pitied. Tbete 
up from the obstinacy of the besieged are all the inhabitants that "Ma,. 
and once opentod ita fire, for the inballi- ri~ la fit pertdre potM" la plu 
tanta to forfeit their li vee when captured. part," lire. (Vide vol. xii., pp. 13~0.) 
Siemondi ia inoorrect in saying that t Adriani, Lib. x., pp. 691 to 694.
Marigoano hanged the greater part of Sozzini, RivoL, p.l82.-Biamondi, voL 
the people of Aiuola: •e hung only a xii., p. 139.-Ammirato, Lib. :uxlu. 
few,besidesaomeFiorentinerebela that and xxxiv., pp. 503, &e". 
be found there : the former (seven :1: Girol0 , Roffia, Racconti delle F-.. 
peasants and two captsina) were, ac- zioni della Guerra di Siena, Arch•. 
eordina te \he pn~vailing opinion, bung Storieo 'ltal0 ) vol. li•, p; 54~. 
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· From Asinalunga the people had fted but a Roman captain 
with four arquebusiers and four peasants reaolved to defend the 
citadel : he was summoned, offered good terms and refused 
them: a few guns showed him his error, wherefore after an 
attempt to treat he surrendered unconditionally. His companion& 
were allowed to go free, but he being brought before the Flo
rentine general Vincenzo de' Nobill a nephew of Pope Julius III. 
was asked whl!.t had induced him to defend the place against 
snch a force as then invested it ? " I remembered," he 
said, " the virtues of the Romans and being a Roman with 
arms in my hand I wished to combat as a Roman." This put 
Vincenzo in a fury, who drawing his sword cut him across the 
head exclaiming, "And. as a Roman thou shalt die." The man 
tell and was soon despatched by the attendants*· Such was 
the ferocious spirit of the age in which Bayard had early 
ahone as the " 0~ aam ~r fit aam rqrrochs." In 
the month of March unknown to Marignano his general of 
infantry Ascanio della Cornia and Ridolfo Baglione marched to 
Cbiusi in the V al-di-chiana which bad been insidiously promised 
to them by the governor Santaccio da Pistoia. an officer of 
Strozzi's and a Florentine exile of the Cancellieri race. This 
man pretended I' wish to be reconciled with Cosimo and for a 
sure pardon Chiusi was to be surrendered: wherefore it became 
necelisary to coOperate with a strong force; but Piero Strozzi in 
concert with Santaccio, had on this supposition silently assem· 
bled four thousand men from various parts besides cavalry and 
concentrated them about Chiusi on the same night that the above· 
mentioned chiefs arrived with upwards of three thousand in full 
expectation of quietly having the place. They were deceived ; 
the stratagem succeeded ; three ambuscades were prepared an~ 
all with happy effect; they fought hard and fiercely ; Bagliono 
feU_as a soldier should; Asca.Dio was made prisoner with 

• Giro}0 ; Roflla, Racconti dollo Fazioni della Guerra di Siena, Arch0 • 

Storico ltal0 ; vol. il0 , _p. ~42. 
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upwards of a thousand more; many escaped but numbem on 
both sides left their bones to whiten on the plaine of Cbiusi *· 

The war soon aseumed a character of desolation and cruelty; 
the towns ofBelcaro, Lecceto, Monistero, Vitignano, Ancaiano and 
Mormoraia were successively taken; ruin was universal and com• 
plete, and there are few examples of war being waged with such 
barbarity on both sides as in this last struggle for Senese libertyt. 
SuoooUl'B from France were scarce and slow ; Henry was too 
closely pressed at home to attend thoroughly to Italian war and 
Montmorency was against it; but the hatred of every Floren
tine to the name of Medici still maintained a gallant spirit in 
the besieged. At Rome a number of Florentine gentlemen led 
by Bindo Altoviti, Paulantonio Soderini, Aadrubal de' Medici 
natural son of Ippolito, and about seventy othem young and 
old, not only declared for the cause of France and Senese inde
pendence, but even the aged with their money and the young with 
both purse and person assisted in this brave defence and filled 
the Gallic ranks with noble Florentines. As a further encourage
ment Henry II. sent them a green silk banner inscribed with 
the word "LIBERTi" and under it the following line froDl 
Dante. 

The immediate consequence of this generous demonstration of 
sentiment was a general confiscation of their property in Flo
rence, that of Bindo to the value of ISO,OOO ducats falling to the 
Marquis of Marignano by Cosimo 's award ; yet at Paris, V eniee, 
Lyon and Ancona subscriptions were also made in the same 
cause, and it was remarked that whenever two Florentines met 
in foreign lands they might always be known to a bystander 

• Cini,_Lib. iv., pp. 217-222.--Segni, volii.,p..59l.-GirolRoftla,Raccont., 
Lib. xiv., p. 80, &c".-Adriani, Lib. p • .530, &c", Archivio Stor., vol. ill•. 
z., p. 694. - Malavolti, Lib. z., fol. -Sozzinl, Relaz1, pp. 192-4. 
163.- Ber". Buonineegni, Letter& t Segni, Lib. ziv., p. 84. 
eulla vittori& di Cbuei, Arcb. Storico, + Libortf leeek which ia 10 dear, 
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from their conversation being ever in abuse of Coaimo de' 
Medici •. 

It would be as tedious as disgusting to thread more minutely 
the long series of incidents connected with this inhuma.n con
teat: it is enough to repeat a.Cter Segni, who wrote his narrative 
m the following year, that on both sides every species of the most 
atrocious cruelty was committed, by hanging the pea.santry, 
violating women, butchering children, committing persons and 
things indiscriminately to fire, sword, and utter desolation ; and 
finally destroying the harvests when famine was wasting the 
peninsula; all with so bitter a hatred as scarcely to be ex· 
ampled in the world's old history t. Strozzi had already induced 
Hetiry to send three thousand Grisons into Italy and orders to 
the Count of Mirandola fur levying seven thousand Italian 
infantry, so that by their junction a considerable force might 
be brought to raise the siege of Siena now become a complete 
blockade, but from which Marignano could have detached six 
thousand men without fear t. 

The King of France had always held up Florentine liberty 
as his ultimate object in the TUSC&D war, a.nd on this under· 
sta.nding Leone Strozzi Prior of Capua was induced again to 
enter his service in complia.nce with a.n urgent and personal 
request. Leone, who seems to have been scarcely inferior 
to Doria as a naval commander, had retired to Malta deter· 
mined no longer to join in the wal'B between Christia.n nations : 
he had quitted the French service from disgust in conse
quence of the enmity of MontmOrency with others of his party 
a.nd family, and seems to have been a ma.n of generous mind 
a.nd austere virtue according to the standard of the day. "He 

• GalloW, Ll11. ii•, eap. iii., pp. 57 to t Galluzzi, Lib. ii•, cap. ill., p. ~7.-
60, md eap. iv., p. 71.-Siamoadi, Segai, Lib. Iiv., p. 84. 
YOI. llli, p. 141.- Ciai, Lib. iv., pp. :1: Di-.w eopra Ia Guerra preeeate, 
235-6-Adriaai, Lib.x., pp. 710-722- dal Mareb- di Marigaallo. Documl. 
51-Begni, Lib. Iiv., p. 90.-Awmi• di Stori& Italia, vol. ii., pp. 451-454. 
mo, Lib. uxiv.,p. 525. 
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was," says Monluc, "an officer of grel!.tvalue both by land and sea 
and a good servant of the king." '!'his gentleman was· appointed 
commander-in-chief of the French naval forces on the Italian 
coast and arrived at Port Ercole with two galleys of his own· 
well manned and equlpped intending when reenforced by a 
combined land and naval force from Corsica, and with Dra.gut's 
Turkish squadron, to attack Piombino and the whole line of the 
Maremma *· Meanwhile without losing any time he collected 
three thousand men for immediate action and no doubt woul~ 
have done good service had he not been killed by the shot of 
an arquebuse while reconnoitreing the small town of Scarlino 
preparatory to an intended attack. 

On the eleventh of June Fiero Strozzi commen~ a bold 
movement by which he had determined to carry war across th~ 
frontier into the heart of the Florentine territory and if pos-
sible give his hand to the troops aBBembled · at Mirandola as 
well as to another body expected from France, but in every 
case relieve Siena by forcing Marignano to follow him with 
most of his army. Taking about five thousand men of all arms 
he pushed rapidly on by night to Casole, Striscia, and San· 
Vivaldo ; passed the Amo at the ford of Calcinaia a little below 
Pontedera by placing his cavalry above to break the force of the 
stream and showing the way himself to encow:age his h~tating 
soldiers. With the aid of staves and ropes the infantry finally 
accomplished their purpose although the current was strong 
and the water up to their breasts. On the fourth day from 
Siena he was at Bientino and immediately pushed on his light 
troops and cavalry to Monte Carlo which he took by bribery > 
then spreading his forces over the whole country betweeQ 
Altopascio, Porcari and Sunata he secured the passage of 
the Serchio at Moriano for the troops under Mirandola who was 
* Adriani, Lib. x., p. 711. - Docu· Comment. de Monlue, Lib. iii., p. 
menti di Storia ltaliana, vol. ii., p. 193 (tranalation).-Galluzzi, Lib. ii., 
438.-Segni, Lill. xiv., PP• 84;.85.- cap. iii., pp. 51·59. 
Letterc di Principi, vol. i•, p. 165.-
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advancing by forced marches from Parma. On hearing of this 
inroad Cosimo instantly reenforced Ban Casciano and Empoli, 
commanded that every boat on the river below this place should 
be removed and ordered Marignano to follow Btrozzi with all his 
power. The latter was much too cautious to run any risk against 
so bold an enemy who was expecting immediate succours; where
fore he refused to stir until his army was concentrated at Cas· 
tellina by a recall of the detachments from V aldichiana : he 
then marched with five hundred horse to Poggibonzi ordering 
the rest of the army to occupy San Casciano ; and urged by 
Cosimo, now angry at the delay, continued his rout to Empoli 
where a sufficient number of boats had been already collected 
~ construct a bridge. Sudden floods came sweeping down 
from the hills and soon destroyed it ; they overflowed all the 
low grounds and endarigered the German soldiers encamped 
amongst them : this accident checked the whole march and 
compelled the army to cross in detail by the ferry-boats oppo
site Fu.ccechio, while the cavalry went a long round over the 
bridge of Signa with orders to rendezvous at Pistoia. Having 
at length succeeded in concentrating his forces about that city 
Marignano became alarmed lest Piero Btrozzi should effect a 
jtinction with the Lombard army under the Count of Mirandola 
and thus outnumber him; wherefore four thousand Italians 
were ordered instantly to march from Siena leaving fifteen hun
dred in the fortress of Oamullia and another detachment in a 
neighbouring convent which Btrozzi had uriaoconntably per· 
mitted them· to occupy. He then made Pescia his head-quar~ 
ters where these reenforcements were to join him. During 
this time Cosimo was in the utmost alarm : his resources were 
nearly gone, his mercenaries, from Marignano downwards, ins&" 
tiable ; Florence was without troops or provisions ; the people 
miserable discontented and impoverished ; com nearly ripe but 
still unfit to reap ; public opinion in suspense a!KJut the results 
of war, and many · only waiting for some .. decisive event to 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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deelare against him. . Barga too; detached 8s it was frOm the 
Florentine terriwry, surrounded by that of Lucca and Ferrara, 
threatened also by the army from Mirandola on its march 
through Garfa.gnana; altogether rendered the Duke's prospects 
dark and lowering ; when suddenly Antonio Booca with a 
detachment from Lunigiana made a forced march, threw him
self into that fortress and checked the enemy after a sharp 
skirmish in the plain below *. Reenforced by these troops 
under the command of Monsieur de Forquevaulx, Strozzi 
resolved to attack Marignano at Pescia ; but as only the cavalry 
arrived in good time at Moriano he led them promptly forwazd 
leaving orders for the Grison infantry to follow as they came 
up. The Marquis meanwhile was anxiously expecting Don 
Juan de Luna from Pontremoli with two thousand three hun
dred Milanese and had just despatched a body of horse under 

. Leone da Carpi to reconnoitre and if ·possible hasten his ma.rciJ. 
Leone met Piero Strozzi's advanced guard on the Altopascio 
road and Chiappino Vitelli hearing the tnmnlt brought up a 
squadron of cavalry followed by the Count of Santa Fiore and 
soon after by Marignano himself with five hundred arquebu· 
siers. A sharp skirmish ensued, but hearing that Strozzi•s 
main battle was at hand the Marquis hastily retired to Pescia 
where finding this intelligence confirmed by some prisoners he 
held a council of war and instantly began retreating on Pistoia 
while Strozzi's troops entered at the opposite gateway. So 
precipitate was this movement that the pass of Serravalle 
between those cities was abandoned and had Piero seized it 
he might have cut off every supply from the V aldinievole, but· 
Carlo Gonzaga's opportune arrival with four thousand fresh 
troops from Siena restored confidence and Serravalle wns 
speedily reoccupied. Strozzi had made arrangements with 
Henry II. and Montmorency to be reenforced by a large body 
of French troops who were to land at Via Reggio and with his 

* Oini, Lib. iv., pp. 240-248. 

• 
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united force, which would then have been about sixteen 
thousand men besides fifteen hundred cavalrY, attack the 
Florentine dominion while his brother was to march from Port 
Ercole to Siena and if possible raise the siege*· Seeing 
no signs of this reenforcement Marignano's army, so much 
strengthened, and Don Juan de Luna already at Pietra 
Santa, he became uneasy, wherefore taking all his cavalry 
and three hundred chosen arquebusiel'B on hol'Beback he rode 
forward under the walls of Luooa in hopes of falling in with 
Don Juan either on the Pietra Santa road or at the pa11sage of 
the Serchio at Ponte San Piero, near the former place. The 
Spaniard however, tired with the previous day's long march of 
eight-and twenty miles from Pontremoli, halted at Pietra Santa, 
and Strozzi after advancing to Mazzarosa was obliged to rejoin 
his camp without accomplishing anything. Htl nevertheleea 
maintained the possession of Ponte-a-Moriano until Don Juan 
had reached Pisa. while eight hundred Spaniards, forming part 
of two thousand that were expected, had already disembarked at 
Leghorn. B11t Piero's situation now became dangerous; an 
enemy on-each flank and a river in front wit-hout a bridge was 
no encouragement; so renouncing all hope of French succoul'B he 
resolved on a retreat to Siena a movement that Marignano deter· 
mined if possible to prevent. After previously ascertaining the 
exact position of the ford which had in consequence of heavy Tains 
shifted more than a mile from its former place he marched at 
night, crossed the Amo in safety and established himself at 
Pontedera. Don Juan had in the interim advanced to Cascina 
but took alarm at the vicinity of Strozzi's force and in despite 
of all Leone da Carpi's exertions retreated hastily to Pisa. 
Marignano marched parallel to Strozzi up the right bank of 
the river towards Empoli where the pontoon bridge being un· 
finished a delay of some houl'B took place, but be crossed the 
following morning near Fuccechio a little below San Miniato, 

• Difeta di Piero Strozai, &c-1 vol. iii•, fot 241, Lettere di Principi. 
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at the same · time that his antagonist quitted Ponte-d'-Era, 
haetening on in hopes of bringing Strozzi to action, as his own 
credit and Cosimo's orders required. This was not Strozzi's 
game, and excepting a slight skirmish at the convent of San 
Vivaldo where his troops were so wearied and disheartened. 
that a vigorous attack would have broken them; they arrived at 
Casola in safety. Marignano after passing the night at Mon
teJone reached Poggibonzi by a movement to his lef't, pushing 
on fifteen hundred men under Vitelli to protect his lines at 
~iena against any sudden attack of Strozzi *· At Casola .fhe latter 
heard of his brother's death before Scarlino ; this was a heavy 
blow and shook his self-confidence, for Fiero was aooustomed 
to consult Leone's, probably superior judgment, so that now all 
hope of success in the Maremma was extinguished. Added to 
this, no supplies had been collected for his troops who were 
exhausted and famishing, wherefore the Mirandola division at 
~ce retlll'lled into Lombardy, Cosima and Marignano allowing 
them to retire unmolested t. 

Thus ended Strozzi's bold and able man<»uvre which scared 
Cosimo and perplexed Marignano; and if the French succours 
had been true to their proinise would probably have terminated 
the war, perhaps caused a revolution in Florence, but at least 
made Cosimo 's territory the centre of hostilities !· Siena had a 
respite of fifteen days and therefore time to gather in such 
supplies as a devastated country could afford : unluckily but 
little was to be had and Fiero tO relieve the town led his 
troops into the Maremma where he received succours from the 
French squadron which had ·recently anchored at Pori Eroole 
with Monsieur de Monluc the new governor of Siena. Fiero 
Strozzi had lately written to the King of France explaining the 

• Rivoluzioni di Siena, di Sozzini, pp. 518, &c.-Segni, Lib. iv., pp. 86 t.o 
2" to 253.-Racconti di Girolamo 91.-Cini, Lib. iv., pp. 252-3 to 251, 
Rofti.o, pp. 539 to 557, vol. il., Arcbiv", t Ibid. 
Stor., ltal.-Galluzzi, Lib. ii•, cap. iii•, :): Difeaa di Piero Strozzi al Re Hen
PP· 52·55,-Adriani, Lib. xi., pp. 734 rico, &ca, Lettere . di Princlpi, folio 
to 754.-Ammirato, Lib. llUlv., p. 241, vol, iii•, 
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impossibility of his attending to the defence of Siena and ita 
territory at the same moment and therefore requested asaist
ltDOO : on this Monluc was despatebed, in despite of Marabal 
de Brisaac's amusing endeavours to retain him in Piedmont, 
and arrived in the Maremma two daye after the Prior of Capua's 
death*· 

Meanwhile Marignano endeavoured to throw up · new works 
before the Porta Romana exactly opposite to his position of 
Camullia, but finding the ground too dry and crumbling in con· 
sequence of the great heat, he removed to a position nearer the 
Arbia while Piero Strozzi and Monluc repaired to Siena where 
they were received by Monsieur Lanaao ; Monluo immediately 
assumed the command of the garrison and along with it, on the 
very day of his arrival, the conduct of a sharp skirmish in which 
Marigoano also took a part, but was repulsed with great danger 
to his whole camp. Strozzi for the moment quartered his 
troops without the walls between Porta Nuova and ;Porta Tufi 
in the magnificent suburbs which at that time embellished 
Siena t. Monlne proposed a combined attack on the enemy's 
position but the plan was opposed. and Strozzi being still un· 
decided Marignano decamped: marching towards Marciano he 
was followed by Piero who prevented ita reduction and 
eucamping opposite ~e enemy both armies remained uneasy 
for several daye, Strozzi suffering much from his opponent's 
artillery. Neither lfOuld move through fear of being at
tacked at a disadvantage : they were only separated by a 
valley at the bottom of which was the bed of a torrent that 
became a road or river according to circumstances. The Grison 
division of Piero's army had become impatient to return home, 
his resources were nearly exhausted, provisions scarce, and water 
difficult and dangerous of access under the guns of the enemy : 
the marquis studiously avoided a general action and wished 

• CommeotAri eli Mooluc, Lib. iii., pp. 188 to 195 (lealia~t trallllatiott). 
· . t Ibid., pp. 195-198. 



156 n.GRENTINE HISTORY. [aoo& rn. 

exclusively to confine his efforts to the siege, for .after the fall 
of Siena he thought the remaining territory would be like an 
arch without its key-stone and soon give way; besides a badly-fed 
and ill-paid army like Strozzi's could not long hold together. 
Cosimo on the other hand was impatient of delay, tired of the ex· 
pense, low in treasure, disgusted with Marignano's mercenary 
conduct, the insatiable demands of his soldiers, the difficulty of 
feeding them; and was eager for a decisive blow*· Strozzi after 
vainly expecting his adversary to move was compelled to decamp ; 
but with all the military folly of the time, which preferred a 
false and fancied point of honour to the public service, he 
determined to do so in open day and in face of the enemy. 
Monluc who was ill at Siena and like an old soldier appreciated 
such punctilios at their real value, sent letter after letter ad vis. 
ing him to remove quietly by night . or he would repent it, 
and adducing example on example to show the folly of such 
bravado, and the honour gained by many who had saved their 
armies by a contrary proceeding. All was vain~ there were 
those about him who urged the wrong way, and Monluc's expe
rience was, though at first listened to respectfully, ultimately 
neglected t. Strozzi however sent away all his baggage during 
the night, but disdaining any further advantage waited until dawn 
ere be struck his tents or made any other p~parations for retreat. 
The enemy aware of his movements bad been all night under 
arms and Strozzi's march towards Lucigniano bad scarcely com· 
menced when a body of skirmishers pushed out from the imperial 
camp closely followed by two thousand il.rquebusiers who began 
the fight with great spirit, the numbers being nearly equal on 
either side. Two thousand Spaniards, four thousand Germans, 
and from five to seven thousand Italians composed the ducal 
army, and from five to six thousand of the latter nation besides 
large divisions of Germans, French, and Grisons made up an 

• Adrimi, Lib. :r.i., pp. 771-2, 763-776( ment. di Monluc, Lib. iii•, pp. 199 "' 
t Adriani, Lib. xi., p. 783.-Segni, 204 (Italian Crmwlation.) . 
Storia, Lib. :Eiv., pp. 93-94.-Com-
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equal number on Strozzi's part. Mariguano had twelTe hun
dred light horse and three hundred men-at-arms, all superior to 
the French as that day proved, although Monluc considered 
the latter far better officered and experienced. Marignano in 
his letter to the emperor BBys that the French infantry e:r.ceeded 
his by six thousand men but this could hardly be, and is not 
bome out by Monluc or any other author. 

Strozzi marched along the high grounds towards Foiano fol· 
lowed only by the enemy's arquebusiers,(for his cavalry were water
ing in the Chiana and came up in detachments) these galled 
Piero's rear and flank safe from the artillery which was in front, 
while Marignano worried his rear with two field-pieces. Skir· 
mishing thus continued for four hours with the Florentine artil
lery and arquebusiers in front, the Spanish and German infantry 
following in compact bodies on the left, the Italians on the 
right, the light-horse supporting the Spanish and German . 
bands; and the men-at-arms on the plain below. Strozzi worried 
by this pU1'8Uit halted at a place called " Il coU8 ~U8 Domu" 
with his cavalry on the right, in front of the imperial horse. Two 
previous skirmishes, one having lasted ten hours and nearly 
brought on a general action, diminished both the spirit of 
Strozzi's men and his confidence in them ; for though gallantly 
sustained, the superiority of the Imperialists was made manifest 
in both and the Frenchmen were by far the most severely 
handled; so that this impression coupled with the usual feelings 
of retreating soldiers gave an additional advantage to their 
enemy*.· Both armies now descended from the heights to meet 
in the iiltervening vale which was cut by the bed of a to~nt 
about ten feet deep, but with sloping banks easy to pass and 
descending towards the Chiana river . where it carried the 
mountain waters, the ?alley opening there to a greater width; but 
neither general Was willing to cross this obstacle and attack 
at a disadvantage. The adverse cavalry were opposed to eteh 

• Monlac, Lib, Ui0 , pp. 198-204.-Adrlanl, Ll'b. xi., P• 777. 
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other lower down in a more open part both being equally shy of 
erossing: when however the imperial men-at-arms came tip under 
Don Juan de Luna and Marcanronio Colonna, then the Count 
of Santaftore who led Cosimo'slight horse, and the Count of No
gulara Chief of the emperor's cavalry had orders ro attack, more 
especially as there were symptoms of unsteadiness in the anta. 
gonist squadrons. With a long flourish of trumpets they dashed 
boldly across the rorrent in two divisions at two separate passages 
and charged the French cavalry : at first there was some show 
of resistance, but even before the enemy reached them the Co~t 
of Mirandola's standard-bearer bribed as is said by Marignan~ 
led the flight, twd all the rest except five veteran squadrons 
threw down their arms and ensigns and following their leader's 
banner soon disappeared on the road ro Foiano. Marignano 
now brought up his artillery which being principally directed 
against the Grisons shook their ranks and drove the whole 
mass of Strozzi's infantry some distance back, but still unbroken: 
disheartened by the cowardice of his cavalry and seeing his in
fantry so furrowed by the adverse guns Piero saw DO hope 
but in one resolute attack, wherefore at the head of .five 
thouaand of his best soldiers he crossed the ditch and bore 
down the Spaniards with great courage and success, but the latter 
being well supported by all the German battalions soon 
rallied and maintained the combat long and vigorously with 
pike and sword and a continued discharge of artillery, in 
which Marignano was far superior. For two hours the Gri· 
sons bravely withstood the German infantry, but thinned out 
by repeated volleys they finally gave way, and the French dis.. 
couraged by the flight of their own cavalry stood no better : 
they were all driven back in confusion acroas the hollow which 
beingfill6d with dead afforded an easy passage, and their pursuers 
soon dispersed those who had not passed it. The native Italian 
levies from Rome which bad never been engaged. Dow caught 
up the panic and though as yet unassailed could scarcely be 
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kept together by their officers, 80 that when the imperial cavalry 
returned from pursuit the victory was no longer doubtful. 
Fiero's army now fled in all directions and he himself though 
badly wounded, after having had two horses killed under him and 
doing all the duties of a general and good soldier, would have 
remained and died on the field, but was borne away by his t'rienda 
and flying troops to Lucignano. Rallying all the fugitives he 
could find and leaving a garrison in the town which was full of 
provisions, he eontinued his flight to Montalcino but sent on 
Cornelio Bentivoglio with forty horse to prevent any movement 
in Siena where Monluc was apparently at the point ot' death. 
Nealy !our thousand men were left dead on the field in this 
sanguinary encounter, and the ancient local appellation of "Scan· 
nagalkJ " became singularly appropriate for Strozzi is said tD 

have lost twelve thousand men in killed and wounded*· 
Its consequences were fatal to Siena, but to Cosimo the second 

ofAugustl5 1>4 proved as fortunate as the first of August 1537, for 
he forced Marignano to fight against his will and therefore took 
exclusive credit for the vi~ry. Lucigna.no, Foiano, and all other 
gairisons in V al-di·Chiana soon yielded ; Florence outwardly 
rejoiced while Siena, although in expectation of such a result 
from Monluc's warnings, was almost in despair but opposed a 
brave determined · spirit to the enemy. Encouraged by Mon
luc and the victories of Brissac in Piedmont and fighting for a 
supposed yet delusive liberty, they bore nobly up against every 
privation and affronted every danger ; but the character of that 
age was cruel and Marignano shared it equally with Cosimo 
wherefore both were dreaded as victors, and whether France or 
Spain succeeded Siena's subjugation was certain : between two 
such nations she never could have been free. 

• Notizie della Vittoria de' :Medici, Lib. iii., pp. 200-205.-C.ini, Lib. iv., 
vol ii", ~- Storico ltal0 , p. 585.- p. 276.-Galluui, Lib. ii0 , cap. iii., 
Raccoot.i di Girolamo Roftla, pp. 559 p. 67.-AdriaW. Lib. :ld., pp. 783-87. 
to 579, vol. ii0 , Arch. Stor. Hal.- -Segni, Lib. siv., pp. 100 to 105 • 

. Sozzini, Rivol~oni, p. 271.-:Monlue, 
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All who made any resistance in the country were slaughtered 
without mercy; all useless mouths on being ejected from the city 
were after due notice put to death by Ma.rignano 's command, ex· 
cept women, who were pillaged apd driven back under the walls : 
some others were saved by the Spaniards, who generally the 
most barbarous, in this instance seem to have abhorred their 
own general's cruelty. The defeat of Marciano occasioned two 
opinions in Siena ; one of immediate negotiation, the other of 
uncompromising hostility : the first was held by the moderate 
party or those whose great wealth was sufficient to seduce 
them from the more noble object of their country's freedom, 
fallacious as it was, to that of self-preservation apart from public 
safety. But the popular party, who now held supreme power 
and dreaded peace and imperial vengeance more than war and 
its horrors, Q.etermined to suffer every extreme rather than bow 
their spirit before Duke Cosimo's throne. They bad sworn this 
to Monluc before the battle, and with sustained and unflinching 
resolution were now ready to maintain their oath, and even 
imitate the Saguntines of old, or any other desperate example 
to be found in history*· 

Their constancy was put to a severe proof' and they sustained 
it nobly, for by famine alone did Cosimo ever hope to subdue 
them : every peasant detected in supplying the city was at once 
hung, yet they daily risked the danger; devotion to the metro
polis as queen of their commonwealth never flagged, and all 
their efforts tended to nourish her. It was early foreseen that 
whichever side remained master of the harvest would be master 
of the war ; for this Strozzi made his inroad arid would have 
reaped or destroyed all the Florentine crops if the French 
succours had been punctual instead of arriving a month, or as 
he himself says forty days after promise. The Maremma popu· 
latioil which bad been long diminishing was now reduced to a 
handful and fever was proportionally augmented by neglect of 

* Monluc, Lib. iii•, p. 201.-Adriani, Lib. :dl., pp. 824-889,845. 
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drainage and· cultivation ; the city population of Siena ·alone 
dwindled during this exterminating war from thirty to ten 
thousand souls ; it was supposed that no less than fi.fty thou· 
sand peasants perished either by battle, famine, or executions 
in the hostile camp, besides the diminution by fugitives ; and 
Adriani tells us that few of the old inhabitants remained at 
the termination of hostilities*· There is unluckily a gap in 
Ammirato's history from the year 1664 to 1661 : Segui says 
but little, and died four years after: and Malavolti dedicating 
his history to the Grand Duke Ferdinand is evidently shy of 
expressing his feelings, which were strong against the Floren· 
tines; but Adriani is more open, and Galluzzi who bad complete 
command of the historical materials of Florence and is believed 
to have used them fairly, says " that it was a horrid spectacle for 
humanity, to see the women and children who were expelled 
from Siena plundered and insulted by the Duke's soldiers and 
driven back by force to the gates to be readmitted and starved 
to death ; to see the artizans and poorer sort who were sent 
away put to dreadful tortures for the purpose of extracting 
intelligence of what was doing within, and then either hanged 
or forced b~k into the famishing town. The. neighbouring 
peasautry who encouraged by the French or allured by gain to 
take provisions into the city were inevitably hung up along 
the highways, unless from their youth and strength they were 
deemed fit subjects for Cosimo's galleys. The cruelty of Marig· 
nano was naturally extreme, but be was ever spurred on by the 
Duke of Florence to spread terror and devastation over the 
country. From the commencement of hostilities a judge bad 
been established in the imperial camp before whom all the 
poorer prisoners were brought and forced to swear allegiance to 
Cosimo ; their names were then registered, and if afterwards 
taken iJi arms they suffered death t." It was not force or love. 

• Adriani, Lib. xii., pp. 816 and 836.-Segni, Lib. xiv., p. ll.&. 
t Galluzzi, Storia, Lib. ii•, cap. v., p. .81. 
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of gain .alone that made these people run such risks, they 
might have avoided the one and satisfied the other by bringing 
their produce tA> the besiegers' camp ; it was a habit of reYe
rence for the chief city of the ~Jtate, the head of their. republic, 
the seat of their ancient glory and independence, which 
moved them so powerfully as to bmve every danger in its 
behalf, and. glory in the death they suffered! No forced 
oaths ever bound. them to the victors ; their country became 
a desert not of terrestrial . produce alone but of man, beast, 
castle, cottage, and villa ! Nor were the peaceful plains of Flo
rence much more enviable * ; the sufferings of Siena were at 
least mitigated by their cause and the people's spirit was still 
nourished by the flickering hope of liberty ; but Florence 
had no such comfort, her citizens already enslaved were now 
robbed, outraged, and urged forward reluctantly to crush their 
neighbour's independence while they forged stronger fetters for 
themselves. Cosimo's suspicion of everybody was increased so 
much by the conduct of the Roman Florentines who were all 
men of great rank and riches, besides the near neighbourhood 
of the war, that during its continuance he ordered the gates 
to be shut with some few. exceptions against the egress of 
any citizen unless specially licensed by himself through his 
ministers ; but many were compelled to make applications to 
him in person for he feared that numbers of young men 
would join the enemy, and above all he dreaded the absence or 
disaffection of the rich. A great scarcity too affiicted the land and 
was daily increasing; none of the last year's produce remained, 
and that of the present was bad, partial, and wanting ; so that 
the people were in a state of despair from existing evil and 
recent sufferings, at one moment by the inroads of Strozzi, at 
another by the army of Marignano ; and again by the depreda· 
tions of other captains in divers parts of the country. Burned 
and plundered houses, ruined cultivation, granaries robbed and 

* Adriani, Lib. xii.,- p. 816. 
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destroyed, fields trampled down, nothing safe from a fierce and 
lawless soldiery, ill·paid by the duke, worse by the emperor ; 
who lodged and lived at free quarters without any bridle but 
their will ! Such was the condition to which two rich and 
fertile provinces were reduced by the ambition of two men 
neither of whom had any right to the one or the other ! 

Strozzi when somewhat recovered from his wounds ~
mediately tried the Count of Montalto and beheaded him for 
Bllll'endering Lucignano without a blow ; he then brought the 
Count of Mirandola's standard-bearer to jt18tiee of whose 
tleachery there seems little doubt as twelve tin flasks full of 
golden crowns under the name of Trebbiano wine were sent to 
him by Marignano the day before the battle*. " They were 
carried," says Sozzini, "by a countryman named Matteo Lodola 
escorted hy many soldiers, which Matteo after the war con· 
Ceased the whole to me, for I had not before believed itt ". 

These executions though perfectly justifiable were at the 
moment indiscreet md at variance with the extreme laxity of 
Italian discipline, for fidelity and honour were secondary con· 
aiderations to personal safety and self-interest amongst the 
mercenaries of that day and country. The consequence of this 
severity, combined with his misfortunes and expected disgrace 
at court, was great personal disgust and disaffection to Strozzi 
amongst those who had for a long time followed his standard : 
yet he was a good soldier, an able officer, and had high 
and just notions of what was necessary for both ; he was 
"rigorous, bold, resolute, firm, and patient himself; and required 
these qualities in those under him to an extent incompatible 
with existing customs and loose Italian discipline. Naturally 

• Bedi, in hil inimitable Dithyrambic 
~ Baceo in Toecana," callt thia amongat 
other wines, " ll t1ero Oro poklbile," 
ID epithet realiaed by Marignano, and 
jltrhaps lllln'altieally used by the poet in 
alllllion to thia filet. 

" Io di PeKia il Buriano, 
II Trebbiano, il Columbano 
Mi tneanno a pieno mano : 
Egli e iJ vero Oro potabile," &c. 

t Sou.ini, Rivoluzioni di Siena, P• 270. 
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enterprising and inflamed with the passions of glory hatred 
and revenge; carried onward by his own energetic feelings and 
zeal for his master's service, be forgot, as it often happens, 
that his followers were not sustained by the same motives or 
the aame spirit; that they had not the same responsibility, the 
aame prospects of fame and honour, nor the same lrigh objects; 
and that therefore neither mind nor body could second his 
wishes to the desired extent or bear as he did, thus morally 
strengthened, the fatigues and · physical sufferings of the war. 
He expected too much, was never a popular general and seldom 
a fortunate one ; nevertheless his enemies in court and camp 
were disappointed, for Henry II; with a generous sympathy for 
his courage and misfortunes sent him the truncheon of a French 
marshal in return for his defeat at Marciano*. 

Collecting the remnant of his forces at Montalcino Strozzi 
proceeded with a small escort of horse and a good body of in· 
fantry to Siena which he rea,ched with great personal risk, but 
was induced to run this chance by the intelligence of Monluc's 
death and also that Lansac, whom he had immediately ordered 
from Rome, was made prisoner: the latter story was true, butMon
tuc recovered after every physician had quitted liim, and in this 
state was visited by Piero when he entered Siena f. Leaving 
Cornelio Bentivoglio in command of his troops amounting to three 
thousand men, Strozzi took leave of Monluc, now COI).valescent 
and" the only person informed of his intentions, s'ecretly quitted 
Siena, made his way safely through the besiegers' lines, and 
after great perils a.rrived at Montalcino where he again prepared 
for acthre warfare !· It now being clear that the fall of Siena 
was at hand Charles the Fifth declared that state forfeited by 
rebellion to the imperial crown and forthwith invested Prince 
Philip, or the King of England as be was then denominated, 
\\ith the sovereignty; but annexing the power of transferring 
it on feudal tenure to a third party. 

* Segni, Lib. xiv., p. 107.-Adriani, t Monluc, Lib. mo, p. 208. 
Lib. xii., PP· 802-814. ::: Ibid. G l 
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Meanwhile the blockade continued with one bold and nearly 
successful attempt at escalade, by which the outwork of Camullia 
was stormed, captured, and through Monluc's energy, recaptured 
in one night; and another to batter down the wall between "Porta 
OuiU" and the convent of San Francesco with even less fortune, 
but by Coeimo'a orders not Marignano'a suggestion. 
Mter this the latter fell back mto the more congenial .A.D. lW. 

system of dull blockade and cold-blooded barbarity, intercepting 
supplies and mutilating or hangiug their rustic conductors, 
with occasional attacks and alarms to give some variety to the 
scene*. The sufferings of the besieged continued to be bome 
not only with resolution but ·spirit, and even an assumed cheer
fulness that led them to celebrate their games and festivals in 
order to deceive the enemy : this could not be for their con
dition was too well known, although· Strozzi who was again 
active m the field hoped that Marshal Brissae's 811ccesses m 
Piedmont would force Charles to recall his troops from Tus
cany. But Cosimo spared no paiDs or cost to keep both the 
emperor aud his army in good humour, yet the possibility 
of their being recalled made him anxious for peace, wherefore 
he addressed the Senese government with an assurance that 
be warred not against the liberty of Siena but only required 
the republic to place itself again under imperial protection, and 
then offered himself as mediator to negotiate a treaty which 
would seeure all their privilegest. Henry II. had already 
given the Senese permiBBion to treat, and in the month of March 
when every species of nourishment had failed, when no win~ 
was to be found, when mules and horses; dogs and asses, and 
even all the eats, mice, and rats were ee,ten up ; or were one 
by chance discovered, it was sold if a rat, for a ducat, if a 
cat for four; when neither l!erb nor grass remained ; when 
aoldiers and citizens were falling dead from iDanition m the 

• Sozzmi, lliToluzioni di Siena, vot 11•, p. 402, Arcbivio Stor. 1111. 
t Adriaai, Lib. xii., p. 847. 



166 FLOJU!:NTIXE JUSTOM. ' [aooK m. 

streets; when shadows of human beings stalked silently through 
the desolate city ; when all hope of succour, all expectation of 
independence had departed, the liberty of death alone remain
ing : then, but not until then, did this intrepid people begin to 
think of a convention*. Strozzi urged them by letters to hold 
out in hope of aid from Piedmont while he refused the offers 
of the French ministers at Rome to levy Italian soldiers in 
whom be had no confidence. He felt that with Italians alone, 
whatever their numbers or quality, he could never withstand 
the Spanish and German veterans of Cosimo's army; no trust 
according to his belief could be placed in them and he pre
ferred their absence. Six hundred Germans, wiable any longer 
to suffer, were by his command sent out of the town secretly 
with orders to join him at Montalcino ; but his letters were 
intercepted, deciphered· at Florence, and then forwarded to 
their destination : .the consequence was an ambuscade and 
combat with immense slaughter and the escape of only two 
hundred to Montalcino. 

In this state of things four ambassadors were despatched to 
Florence and remained four days in the palace insisting on the 
preservation of their liberty with other conditions inadmissible 
by Cosimo even had Siena been full of provisions ; wherefore 
he sharply dismissed them with injunctions not to retnrn unless 
they had full powers to treat. This stoppE!d all negotiation for 
a fortiright when eight other ambassadors appeared, and on the 
twenty-eighth of March succeeded in concluding a treaty by which 
Siena was to remain free but the emperor to nominate twenty 
of the governing Bali&; that a garrison of Spanish, Italian, or 
German infantry was to be admitted, but at Cosimo's option both 
as to number and nation ; that no citadel or .fortress should be 

• There were of coune occaeional at S, &e. Nor was there wanting 
11Dall aupplie11 brought in by daring oeeaeional nppliea of wine, oil, meat, 
and mercenary peatantt, of fowla, egga, and cheeae at proportional pricea ; but 
pigeons, &e., but they were rare, par- these were only for the few and rich, 
tial, and sold at enormout priee11. and for them but rarely and by chanee. 
Capont 7 golden crownt a pair : fowl• (Vide &DitM, p. 404.) 
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constructed without the people's consent: that the French 
troops should be allowed to retire where they pleaaed with 
arms and flying colours ; that the forts thrown up round Siena 
should be demolished ; and that a general amnesty except for 
rebels should be proclaimed. These conditions were signed on 
the second and the imperial garrison entered Siena on the 
twenty-second of April the inhabitants being allowed to emi
grate or remain as best suited them. This permission was 
taken full advantage o(and a vast number of the most illaatriou 
citizens quitted the town with the French garriiOil : retiring to 

. Montalcino they there endeavoured to preserve a shadow of the 
ancient commonwealth until the peace of Cbateau-Cambresis 
in 11'169 reduced them to the common level of Tuseany•. 

Thus fell the Senese republic after fifteen months' determined 
and honourable resistance during which the people sacrificed 
everything in hopes of prolonging for a little while that liberty 
wboee turbulence never .r<~t destroyed the magic of ita namet! 

But the capitulation displeased Charles who coveted Siena, 
and it was the knowledge of this whiob induced Coeimo to grant 
conditions so favourable; for as an independent Italian prince 
.he deprecated the viei.Dity of imperial power and hoped in time 
to become lord of that country: the emperor and all his cabinet 
were however indignant and for some time a ratification was 
refused. nor was it ultimately granted except from pure appre
henlrion of alienating the powerful Duke of Florence t-

Tbe twenty-tint of April opened on a melancholy scene ! 
Cosimo's army was ID&lllballed outside the walls to witness 

• Monluc, Lib. iii., pp. 263-260.
Sozziui, RivoL p. 411, &c.-Cini, Lib. 
v., pp. 3410.334.-GaDuzzi, Lib. ii0 , 

rap. iv. ud v., p. 87, &c. - Botta, 
Storia d'ltalia, Lib. ix., p. 318.
Jluratorl, Auno 16.54-6.-Malavolli, 
Llo. x., Parte iii., folio 166.-Adriaui, 
Lib. :di., p. 864.-Sismondi, vol. :di., 
p. 145.-Seglli, Lib. :dv., p. 171. 
t We here take leave of Orludo 

Malavolti, the SeneM blatoriau, who 
b7 a loug illn- ending in death -
preveuted, if he eTtll' Intended it, from 
carrying on hit hiatory. The fall of 
Siena it the Republic'• death; alleub
eequeut matten are proTinelal and 
belong to Florence, Florence henelf 
belonging entirely to the Jledlei. 
:1: Adriaui, Lib. :dii., p. 87 .5. 
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the evacuation of Siena : two ranks ol German and Spanish 
veteriws glittering with burnished steel were arrayed in 
double lines beyond the Roman gate ; six Gascon battalions 
and four Italian columns, diminished in numbers, scarce 
of raiment, and wasted by famine, but still well armed and 
all resolute soldiers, marched in slender ranks with flying 
colours through the archway which scarcely echoed their 
famislu~d tread, yet showing to their r~?bust and well-equipped 
opponents what brave men could suffer in an honourable cause! 
Then came a train of hopeless and ruined citizens flying from 
imperial vengeance : they had boldly upheld the cause of 
liberty and would not stop to see the once free dwellings of their 
forefathers trampled on by insolent strangers. Many with the 
tate of Florence in their mind smiled bitterly at the idea that 
imperial villany would ever keep faith with.helpless misfortune, 
or even suffer a whisper of liberty to circulate through Siena's 
empty streets and palaces. The amtleSty of Cosimo they knew 
was forced; forced by the honest energy and sagacity of Monluc; 
and in the Medici's gentleness they only detected the sheathing 
of the tiger's claw under its smooth deceitful velvet*· 

· Two hundred and forty-two noble tamili.es and three hun
·dred and forty-five of plebeian ·blood issued from the gate, 
ruined, friendless, and trusting to the pity of the stranger! 
Aged women, and infants, and noble matrons were placed on 
mules which the charity of J4onluc had procured for them from 
the enemy's general; the young .women were afoot cariying 
their infants in cradles on their head ; more than a hundred 
maidens followed these disconsolate parents, and numbers of 
young men leading a wife in one hand and a daughter in the 
other were seen flying from their native city with a dark and 
desolate country before them, where, says Monluc, there' was 
not a living spirit to give food to a horse, from Montalcino to 
Siena and from Siena to Florence t! " I had seen," adds thia 

* Mooloc, Lib. iii•, p. 257. t Ibid., p. 254. 
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honest and oompassionate soldier, "I had seen a lamentable 
spectacle when all useless mouths were ejected from the city ; 
but I beheld more than equal misery in the departure of these 
unfortunates who left Siena with ns, and in those who reo 
mained I Never in my life did I behold so painful a separation: 
and though our soldiers had suffered every possible hardship 
atill this separation affiicted them, and the more because it was 
not in their power to preserve the public liberty. As to me I 
suft'ered more ; I could not contemplate this calamity without 
tears, and sorrowing deeply for this people who had shown them· 
selves so fervid in the preservation of their freedom*". 

When the long aimy of famished soldiers and miserable 
citizens had cleared the gate they received a scanty supply of 
food from Marignano himself; the Spanish soldiers brought 
provisions of their own accord, distributing bread as the peo
ple passed their ranks, and thus saving the lives of from two 
.to four hundred persons : yet in despite of this, more than 
fifty people sunk down and died that day, and for the four 
.following days six ounces of biscuit was the allowance of each 
individual. Monluc killed his horse and with oil from the lampe 
of churches, wild mallows, and common nettles, it was cooked and 
distributed amongst the soldiers. Like the Israelites of old by 
the waters of Babylon, they sat down to weep under the willows 
.of the river Trezza at Arbiarotta, and here Mc,1nluc divided 
some of the food given him by Mpignano into two parts, one 
he gave to the Senese exiles the other to his soldiers; a little, 
and but a little to each, for there were only four Basks of wine 
and six l08ves amongst the multitudet. They then resumed 
their march to Montalcino, but through a desert ! no ~eed had 
been sown, for. two years no spade had touched the soil, the 
plough-sb&res lay rusting on the ground, their woodwork was in 
ashes; the few remaining animals were wild, the instruments 
of husbandry, the wrecks of houses, and their inmates, were 

* Monluc, Lib. mo, pp. 259-60, t Thiel., pp. 261·262. 
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all scattered far and wide, DOt eTen a domestic animal now 
prowled about the blackened dwellings, and in some places 
perhaps the master's bones hung bleaching on · a neighbouring 
tree. "From Montalcino to Siena, from Siena to Florencs no 
liring tpirit movld upon tlu face of the land "*I These are 
emphatic words from a soldier and an actor in the scene, 
but not a destroyer. At Buonconvento Strozzi and Monluc 
met and embraced yet were each unable to speak; the mis
fortunes of both for a moment overcame them ; they then 
turned and led their famished comrades slowly on to Mon
talcino t. 

In that town the remnants of Senese liberty were collected ; 
the shadow of an ancient republic rested for a while on its old 
grey walls 88 faintly 88 their hopes, but it soon passed over the 
mouldering dial and disappeared for ever ! 

CouKPOJUilY MoM.uu:aa.-England: Henry VIII. to 1547; then Edward 
VI. to 1553; then Muy, married Philip Prince of Spain in 155 •• -Seotland: 
James V. to 1542; then Muy, an infant eight days' o1d.-France: Francia L 
unti11547; then Henry II.- Spain: Charles V.- Portugal: John III.
Siclly and Naples: Charles V.-Popea: Paul III. (Farneae) to 1549, Giulio 
III. (del Monte, Florentine) to 1555, Marcello IL (Cervino) 1555, Paul IV. 
(Caraff&) 1555.- Emperor: Charles V.- Sultan: So1yman.- Ferdinand of 
Austria, King of the Romana. 

* Monluc, Lib. iii•, p. 254.-Cini, Lib. v., p. 331.-.Adriani, Lib. xiii., p. 892. 
t Mouluc, Lib. iii., p. 262. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PROM APRIL UU TO 1.\lltJ.ABT 1180. 

COSIMO THE FIRST 

DOl.:. OP PLODRCB UD IIJIII.t.. 

IT has been shQwn that even after the Florentine republic 
fell, the government although monarchical still retained its 
wonted forms and magistracies, but so as to concan-

all eal . th . bil A.D. 1555. trate r power m e sovereign w e many 
citizens enjoyed political honours and apparently participated 
in his authority. During the wild licentious reign of Alexander 
this was not altogether illusory, because his pleasures neces· 
sarily forced business into subordinate bands ; but under 
Cosimo the scene was changed, yet the constitution still pre
served the semblance of a xnonarehy surrounded by republican 
institutions when it was really an absolute sovereignty and the 
most despotic in Christendom. At Cosimo's election the Senate 
or eounciJ of " Forty·eight " deeming that a quarterly appoint
ment of four state councillors might be insufficient to control 
his power and retain their own, added ·a permanent privy 
eounciJ· which they imagined would direct the course of public 
government. The cabal that placed Cosimo on the throne 
originated this project and influenced the assembly so as to 
secure their own election as members of his cabinet: Guicci
ardini, V ettori, Acciaioli, Nieoolini, Matteo Strozzi, and Otta
viano de Medici hoped, if not from Cosimo's gratitude, at least 
by these means .to secure a paramount influence in his councils, 
and succeeded for a while because they were just then necessary; 
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but when once steadied by the victory of Monte Murlo, Cosimo 
quickly diape:u.sed with their support and demolished the ladder 
by which he himself had mounted. Ottaviano de' Medici soon 
became his servant ; V ettori and Guireiardini died and the rest 
were charged with Pistoian affairs, an important office, because 
of the turbulent factions unrepressed by republican policy but 
which Cosimo's interest led him to destroy. The second duty 
of this council thus separated and made to supersede the first, 
relieved Cosimo from inconvenient counsellors ; but the whole 
machinery of government powerful as it was, became from its still 
free and complicated nature unsuited to his opening views of des
.potism, which determined him to change it. In the beginning 
he assisted personally at the oouncil·board and promulgated all 
public acts as the decrees of " THE DuKE AND CoUNciL OF THE 

FLORENTINE REPUBLic," the latter epithet ha~g been pre
.served to flatter public prejudice with the notion of existing 
liberty : but when possession of the citadels brought oompara
.tive independence Cosimo at once disregarded forms, appointed 
. his lieutenants to preside in rotation at the council-board, and 
discontinued his personal attendance on purpose to lessen that 
dignity which it naturally derived from the sovereign's presence • 

. The next step was to make every other magistracy and pro
'incial governor the mere instruments of his pleasure and 
compel them to send periodicsl reports of every official act. 
whether proposed or accomplished, so that their whole autho
rity soon dwindled into the privilege of registering his will and 

. their duty in executing it. The ducal " Rescripts " which at 
first were mere indications of the sovereign's wishes addressed 
as . general instructions to the s,everal courts, finally became 
authentic documents and legal decisions without any other 
formality. All foreign despatches, public acts; patents, and 
every state paper ultimately ran in the Duke's name alone 
without any mention ofthe councillors, except in preambles ro 

:those laws which he ~ionally commanded them to promul~ 
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gate. Good policy made him insist on the impartial distribu· 
tion of office, and secure civil justice by severe laws represaive 
of aristocratic power, to protect the weak : dlis to a certain 
point soothed the people and rendered office, deprived of power 
or patronage, an object of livelihood rather than of political 
~bition. Cosimo thus made himself the centre of a thousand 
diverging rays and on the ruins of a fierce democracy built the 
most absolute monarchy in Europe. 

This plan was originally proposed by Clement VII. who 
placed his minister Francesco Campana about Duke Alexan· 
der to carry it out : that prince however was far too ungovern· 
able and debauched to pursue a steady course, but with the 
youth and seriousness of Cosimo who continued Campana in 
the chief secretaryship and deferred to his judgment, it was 
successful. Campana died in 1546 and was succeeded by Lelio 
Torello da Parma as chief secretary of state : he was a lawyer 
of great eminence who had served the Duke's father, and these 
two, both creatures of the wily sagacious Clement, were the 
~tors of Cosimo's youth in the art of government. Foreign 
affairs according to the then existing custom were managed 
more by the verbal and personal intercourse of diplomatic agents 
than by despatches ; these ware avoided from the total want of 
confidence that prevailed both amongst private individuals and 
public men, coupled with the general suspicion oocasioned by 
official treachery or indiscretion in public servants. Secret 
agents therefore being constantly employed· in foreign politics 
Cosimo 's real sentiments on this subject were a matter of doubt 
and mystery never clearly or generally known to the Floren· 
tines, and as far as documents are necessary ~till in some mea· 
11ure wanting for history. His personal application, the result of a 
particularly jealous and active mind whatever were his motive11 
was exemplary in its constant action; be read and signed all private 
petitions, all ministerial and state. papers, and with so distinct 
an expression of his will as to allow ~o roo~ for subterfuge. 
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He direeted the proceedings of the criminal magistracies with 
abeelute sway, kept a vigilant eye over both public and private 
expenditure aooompanied by a rigorous and searching inspection 
of its administration even to the smallest particulars. His spy 
system was penetrating and universal ; he seemed to have one 
great eye and ear embracing the civilised world ! nor was his 
secrecy less proverbial, wherefore his autograph correspondence 
became very extensive, every letter being copied filed and 
registered by himself so fearful was he of any interference ! 
His ministers with an occasional exception were mere tools, 
and so much did everything emanate from liim that even when 
he created a new council called the " Pratica aegreta" to settle 
jurisdictional disputes and preserve the ducal rights, he inva· 
riably predetermined and directed all their proceedings. With 
the aid of Torello and Nicoolini he revised and regulated the 
whole code of Florentine law, reformed ecclesiastical affairs, 
reduced the secular clergy to a stricter discipline, and when a 
benefice became vacant took instant possession of it in his own 
name until an incumbent were appointed. He checked the 
extreme licentiousness of the regular orders and was particularly 
and justly severe on the mendicants, especially the Franciscans, 
who were accustomed to tum those nunneries under their spiri· 
tual direction into ecclesiastical brothels. He also assigned a 
certain age under which no young persons of either sex were to 
be admitted into convents; he acted rigorously against every book 
and person belonging to the Lutheran heresy, for it had made 
some progress in Naples Ferrara and Lucca, and even impinged 
on the orthodoxy of Florence. He imparted more activity to 
the inquisition, which had long existed under strictly modified 
regulations after the government of 1 846 found it necessary to 
repel the encroachments of that tribunal. Cosimo, without 
relaxing the ancient law, now admitted three deputies from 
Rome to act in concert with the Florentine inquisitor, but still 
subservient to th.e civil power. The consequence was an "Auto 
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da F8," in .l561 not of Iberian character, 88 books alone were 
burned, but of twenty-two individuals wllo dressed in hoods and 
frocks painted with Cl'088e8 and devils, were led through the 
city and after acknowledging their errors readmitted into the 
church. Several women also underwent a more private punish
ment, and as some of the delinquents were of high rank it 
shows that heretical opinions had made considerable impres
sion on the Florentines*. Decrees were also issued for the 
improvement of morals, (blasphemy being punished by per· 
!orating the tongue) and other laws promulgated so !'6vere in 
themselves and so rigidly executed 88 to drive many timid and 
culpable citizens from the country. 

Against his rebels and exiles CO!Iimo's conduct was barba
rous, implacable, and utterly vindictive: by a decree of Hi67 any 
communication with them involved the correspondent in their 
crime: by another in 1689 they were forbidden to be received 
on the frontier ; rewards were offered to their murderers; a 
general obligation was imposed under severe penalties to reveal 
the place of their concealment ; and even women were not 
exempt from punishment for violating these laws. All Flo
rentine subjects were forbidden to serve a foreign state without 
the ducal leave ; fathers being held responsible for sons, uncles 
for nephews, brother for brother; and even the infant children 
of rebels were made to suffer for the offences of their parent by 
being rendered incapable of inheritance even to maternal pro
perty or of becoming heirs by will : all such property wss 
finally confiscated and the culprit considered as having died 
intestate on the day of his crime whether tried or not ; such 
confiscations being subject to reversal if other more distant 
claims could be proved. The children of exiles were banished 
in perpetuity, and even infants under twelve years of age the 
moment they reached that period were struck down by this 
odious law. Niccolini to his credit remonstrated against so 

• Platina, Vita di Paulo, Lib. iY., p. 55 -Galluzzi, Lib. fO, rap. viii. 
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abominable a decree, but Cosimo WILli implacable and no man 
dared oppose him ; it was called " La uggt Polvmna" froJD. 
Jacopo Polverina of Prato its originator, a minister much em
ployl!d by Coeimo : but this extreme rigour characterised all 
his actions and the attempted reformation of manners exasper~ 
ated without correcting or frightening the people. Secret 
accUBations, punishments, exiles, and confiscations, excited and 
augmented private hate and rather fostered than subdued the 
ancient republican fierceness, in despite of all the encourage
ment of science and literature intended to correct it. Private 
misery and public exactions augmented crime, aggressions, 
quarrels, and homicides, and these again were met by more 
rigorous laws ; the last being subjected to nearly the same 
treatment as rebels : untried, unexamined, and without any 
consideration of circumstances, reputed man-slayers might be 
murdered by whoever eoveted the reward offered for these 
unholy deeds. Nor could the homicide himself ever expect to 
return exctpt by committing anot'Mr ·murdw, and proving that 
with hia oum hands he had kill8d a Florentine rebel ; or in 
other words a private enemy of Cosimo! Such WILli his justice! 
Such his barbarous policy ! and such his modes of promoting 
morality! 

In accordance with the then general custom of great Italian 
cities public informers were established u.mongst the tradesmen 
or other constant residents in each street of the capital ; this 
was subsequently reduced to an organized system of spy-police 
by dividing the city into fifty departments under the name of 
"Syndicates" in each of which one or two informers were nomi· 
nated according to the population. A purse of the most eligible 
names for this worthy office was kept by government and the 
informers annually drawn from it : their duty was to denounce 
the slightest misdemeanor which occurred in their dtstrict, for 
which information they received not only a regular salary but 
rewards proportioned to its importance, besides being exempt 
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from responsibility for personal debts I This odioua ayttem 
was subsequently extended to the whole Florentine dominioll•. 
Cosimo's searching taxation penetrated into the vitals of Tu· 
cany, nothing escaped him; every JlW'8& was drained, every 
trade injured, every family impoverished ; univenal hatred 
pervaded the country but terror prevailed over bate ; his band 
was too heavy ; men feared to move ; armies maintained his 
power and be maintained them with hie people's blood : the 
misery of 1~64 and 1666 was increaeed by his WIU'I and 
univel'll&l ecarcity : the harvest failed, com was 888ized at five 
liref per "staio" or Florentine bushel, an apparently high price 
but far below the market value, and of this Cosimo took three 
lire and a half by direct taxation in that artie~le alone ! The 
consequence was a ceesatiou of imports, a withholding of com 
from the market, and augmented misery : the aasize was then 
removed and grain flowed in rapidly but rose to eight lire a 
bushel t : this was a Aunine priCe and the poor could not 
purchase, for the relief did not descend to their means ; they 
still wl!re starving and died in multitudes : eighteen thousand 
famished beggars, or about one third of the population, swarmed 
iu Florence alone, and numbers sank under their aftiictious : 
by-lanes, street comers, low walls, obscure cellars and public 
squares, served as the death-beds of these miserable creatures; 
nor did the eight thousand pounds of bread which Cosimo 
ordered to be daily issued to the people do much towards their 
alleviation ! 

Equal wretchedness overwhelmed the rural districts; whole 
families, nay whole villages silently perished and were forgotten; 
and full sixty thousand souls, between the capital and country 
ascended to their Creator through famine and suffering I Many 
• Gallii2.ZI, Lib. io, cap. viiio, 
t The .n-~er "n" or thia reign 
weighed three peunyweighta, niDeteen 
pine. (Vide OrMi, 8l&rio. dtUG 
M OfldG, etc.), but whether thia lira 
ia here undentood - doubtful. 

VOL. V. N 

:1: Thil ~ to the then propor
tion between a z- Uld aolcten -
would, weight for weight, equal about 
Bine ahillinp Cll lCQII of our preeent 
money. 
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more were subsequently despatched by a disease callecl th~ 
"pet~eehu" much resembling plague, which Wll8 probably the · 
effect of starvation. · Such were the general character ·and 
consequences of Cosimo de' Medici's early government, his. 
relentless ambition, his wars, and his revenge * ! 

Pope Julius III. died in March 1565 with the reputation of 
a worthy pontiff, but more from his negative than positive vir
tues ; be received praise for not doing harm rather than for 
having accomplished any good: ·his nepotism·wBB under the 
general standard, and be gave his time up more to seilsual en
joyments than government. One of his most expensive ·and 
innocent pleBBures Wll8 the ·creation of a villa and extensive 
pleBBure grounds three miles in circumference, outside of the 
Porta Flaminia or "ckl Popolo," in emulation BB Wll8 said of 
Nero's celebrated gardens. It Wll8 entirely walled in, divided 
into ·several distinct species of cultivation, ·and adorned with 
buUdings, porticos, arches, fountains, statues, and ciolUIIllls ; so 
that the " Vigna di Papa Giulio" became as famous as its more 
ancient prototype. Amongst these alluring shades he neglected 
the cares of government and abandoned himself to the delights 
of the table and every social enjoyment, but even this WBB a 
blessed change from the fire sword and famine oJ his predeCes
sors t. To the general surprise and against his own inclination 
Marcello Cervino of Montepulciano succeeded on the ninth of 
April 1555 and added another instance of the brevity of those 
popes' lives who did not change their name on BBsuming the 

· tiara. He died on the first of May at the age of but fifty~ five 
regretted by all, for he WBB well known BB a wise, gentle, disin· 
terested and moral man, full of piety and learning, and pro
mising a good and glorious pontificate. So free WBB he from 
nepotism· that none of his . relations were even permitted to 
reside in Rome; not even a brother ; nor would he 'allow his 

• Segni, Lib. xiv., p. 113. 
1' Muratori, Annali.-Platina, Vite, p. 548. 
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brother Alexander's two children whom he had previously 
adopted, to be visited by anybody except as private individuals, 
in which character ~d not beyond, he declared his intention of 
providing for his kinsmen. He had while a cardiDa1 projected 
extensive reforms in the church and was anxious for a gene.ral 
council in the hope of healing the existing schism by concilia· 
tion : had he fulfilled what he professed, and from his well· 
known character such results were probable, this pontificate 
would have been a censure on all preceding popes and a blessing 
to Christianity. Amongst Wliversal vice and corruption the 
contemplation of sucb beings refreshes the weary spirit, such 
sparks preserve the flame of virtue and are the ark of moral 
salvation*· 

On the twenty-third of May Marcello the Second's place was 
filled by Giovan-Pietro Caraffa under the name of Paul IV. a 
man of very different stamp who soon showed that peace was 
not his fav()urite watchword. Caraffa was of a noble Neapolitan 
family and called the "Cardinale Teatino" from his bishopric 
of Ohieti which in Latin was " Theate." He had always been 
considered as a person of saintly character who despised mWl· 
dane honours, .and more especially because along with Gaetano 
Tiene ·of Vicenza, afterwards sainted, he instituted the rigid 
order of the " Teatini" in 1528. Caraffa was the principal 
adviser of Paul III. who had made him a cardinal; he strongly 
advocated the establishment of the Inquisition at Rome and was 
himself the first builder of its prisons in that city f. His 
piety and humility had hitherto been exemplary but many 
detected both fox and wolf 'under the lamb's covering and' 
dreaded the consequences. Impetuous. passionate, hard, and 
inflexible ; full of zeal for what he called reliSion, and rigorous 
to excess, the deep-sunken and fiery eye proclaimed his inward 
cbaractei, yet as if still moved by the original impetus of 

• Cini, Lib. v., p. 335.-Platina, Vite, p. 550.-Muratori, Anoali, 
t Platina, Vite de fapi.-Muratori, Anna.li, 1559. 
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hypoCrisy his incipient acts were of clemency and liberality. 
Beguiled by such conduct the .Romatts rather prematurely 
erected his statue in the capitol, and a bQdy-guard of one hun
dred gentlemen without salary took charge of the Vatican, but 
they were promoted to the honours of knighthood which still pre
served some of its pristine-dignity : the calm was brief, and 
like his native Vesuvius he soon burst forth into terrible 
eruption* I 

Such was the state of Rome and public expectations from the 
papacy when Siena fell and Cosimo's legious took possession of 
a solitude, for it is said that scarcely six out of forty thousand 
inhabitants remained I This is prol>Jlbly exaggerated ; but 
when the people were disarmed and the government esta
blished, emigration increased so alarmingly that in order to 
arrest its progress the article of capitulation relating to that 
subject was broken and quitting the city made penal. The Spa
nish garrison under Count Sforza of Santa Fiore were at first 
restrained by a rigorous discipline and gave no 'offence to the 
people ; Cosimo also took care to supply the latter with food in 
such abundance that the market price was scarcely a remunera
tion for the cost of carriaget, but after endeavouring to soften 
public feeling by this relief he appointed a Balla of those citi
zens most inimical to Fren'Ch interests and devoted to the 
emperor, and with their aid disarmed the inhabitants. This 
was a death-blow to the unfortunate citizens who thus beheld 
every shadow of liberty fade away notwithstanding all the 
efforts that they had hitherto Jll!lde to retain it. The decree 
was enforced 'with great rigour and in despite of Santa Fiore's 
efforts his soldiers' deportment became gradually more inso-

* Muratori, .Anno 1555. - Plati~~a, the ehurcll and erected Ireland ildo a 
"Vile," pp. 555-9.- .Adrian!, Lib. kingdom, Henry the Eighth's act of 
xiit, pp. 890 to 892.-Rapin, Hiat. 1542 being ~»nsidered u iDvalid and 
d' .Angleterre, vol vi., Lib. m., pp. heretical. 
124-128.-lt wu Paul IV. who re- t Gall1122i, Lib. ii., eap. v., p. 92.
admitted England iDto the boaom 11f .Adriaui, Lib. xii., p. 868. 
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lent so that whoever bad the means emigrated tA> Montalcino, 
Orvieto, &me and other places ; yet few went tA> the first 
through fear of being declared rebels*· 

After the fall of Siena the war laoguished and soon after 
expired in Tuscany : Port Ercole, Castiglione della Pescaia, and 
Talamone. three sea-port tA>wns, surrendered successively tD 

Marignano : Piero Strozzi defended the first in person, but 
finding it impossible tA> hold out and knowing his fate if made 
prisoner, he escaped intD the papal territory; Otwbuono de' 
Fiesohi brother of the qenoese conspirator was captured and 
delivered tA> Andrea Doria who ordered him tA> be either 
tDm asunder by four galleys, or sewed up in a sack and cast 
into the sea I perhaps both : it was a sacrifice not uncom
mon in thU day, and made tA> the manes of Giannettino 
Doria nephew of Andrea, who .had fallen in putting down the 
Fieschi conspiracy ! This celebrated chief might have added 
more lustre tA> his declining ye&l'B by pardoning thS~t prisoner 
than committing such a crime, qnjustifiable in a man like 
him even by the barbarous custDms of that vindictive age I The 
great Andrea Doria though nurtured in the midst of war and 
revolutions, faction and civil strife, being then on the brink 
of etemity would perhaps have done better had he considered 
that U 'r6Hnf}8 only aad8 crime to mi&fortuns II f, ' 

The discontent of Siena and her secret but constant com
mUDication with Montalcino did not remain unnoticed but on 
the contrary brought down coercion, banishment, and confisca
tion of property upon the citizens ; even the Balla was rather 
the enemy of France from private and personal injuries tb&n 
attached either tA> duke or emperor and held an uncertain course 
between them and their own exiled countrymen. Endeavours 
were made tA> induce a reunion of the Montalcinese republic with 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. Y., p. 336.-.Adrianl, -Galluzzi, Lib. ii•, cap. Y.- Clnl, 
Lib. siii., pp. 869-903. Vita, Lib. y,, P• M •• 
t Aliriani, Lib. xiii., pp. 883 and 918. 
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Siena but without eft'oot, and the exiles· in defiance of every com
pact were declared rebels. This sevl)rity seems however to have 
been partially justified by the conduct of Montalcino itself; for 
assuming the name, 'forms, and authority of the old republic 
and being composed of its most illustrious ci(;izens the Senese 
were publicly invited to join it, and whoever remained in 
Siena was held to be .a disaffected ·man, false to his country, 
unmindful of its dignity, and finally declared · a rebel. CoBi.mo 
retaliated ; both governments cited the severed portion to re
unite, and rebellion and confiscation o.f property were declared 
on either side : it was impossible to live quietly for ·between 
fear and inclination the perplexity had become both ·dangerous 
and distressing, and emigration to neutral states continued 
thinning the miserable population until Siena like the surround-
ing country became almost a desert*. . 

After the capture of Port Ercole the Marquis of Marignano's 
declining health compelled him to resign all uiilitary command, 
and most of the imperial troops having been about the same 
time recalled by the Duke of Alva Charles's Lieutenant in 
Lombardy, the war dwindled into a system of mere depredation 
lintil the Turkish fleet 'reappeared and put the whole coast into 
a state of alarm without any decided result. This however 
encouraged Montalcino to assemble troops under the French 
general Monsieur de Soubise who had succeeded Strozzi and 
to make a petty diversion in the V al-di-9hiana : whereupon 
Cosimo, feeling unable to act vigorously in the field, induced 
the Senese govet:nment between menace and persuasion to ac
knowledge by a solemn act of authority the feudal lordship ·of 
Charles and Philip over their country. By this service and 
the assistance of Don Francisco de Toledo he so far pleased 
the court as to procure a reenforcement of troops and was thus 
enabled to show a. better front to the enemyt. The Florentine 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. v., p: 337. . 
t Galluzzi, Lib. ii0 , cap. v., P• 102, &c.:......AdriaDi, Lib. xiii., pp. 883-918. 
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exiles at Rome although somewhat discouraged and weakened 
by misfortune were reanimated by the favour of Caraft'a: Paul 
had in fact appointed a Florentine rebel as his secretary, one 
who by his abusive writings had rendered himself ai.ngularly 
obnoxious to Cosimo ; he showed especial favour to the Arch
bishop Alooviti of Florence whose revenues Cosimo had seques
trated ; Cardinal Caraft'a and Piero Strozzi were bosom friends ; 
the Spaniards were detested by Paul who openly protected the 
rebels and exiles of that nation and Florence, wherefore the 
latter were elated with new hopes and reviving visions of liberty. 
Their extreme excitement made them tear down Cosimo 's arms 
from the national church at Rome and substitute the ancient 
republican cognizance of the Lion or "Mar~oeco " with the 
legend "8enat111 Populmqt.U Florentinm," a proceeding which 
though it could not in common decency be sanctioned by any 
'friendly government still showed their confidence in papalsup
.port. Giovan Francesco Giugni the chief actor in this insulting 
freak was soon murdered, as the exiles asserted, by orders from 
Cosimo through his minister, for the 888888in received shelter 
and protection from the imperial ambassador : this rendered 
the position of the envoy .so dangerous that he was with
·drawn and the Duke fearful of a new war in Tuscany through 
French influence at the papal court, endeavoured by every sort 
of conciliation to keep the Caraft'a quiet, therefore flattered 
Panl's vanity by an extraordinary and magnificent embassyJI<. 

But all the cunning and adulation of Cosimo failed to soothe 
·that ambitious priest who had east a longing eye on Siena as a 
·principality for his family, the value of such an acquisition 
being greatly enhanced in Paul's mind by the pleasure of wrest
ing it from the hands of Charles whom he detested, especially for 
opposing his election to. the papacy. Under pretence of c\U'bing 
.the ecclesiastical rebels a levy of troops was effected in Rome 
...,.bile seeret negotiations were carried on witb France, and the 

• Gallaz:&i, Lib. ii., cap. •• , p. 106. 
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expolaion of Charles V. from Naples was held out as a bait by that 
court to lleCUI'e P.aul's coOperation in the Tuscan war. The con· 
aequence of all this was a treaty signed in December by which 
Henry II. e~ to defqd the pontiff wi~ twelve thousand 
infantry and five hundred horse while the latter promised to 
contribute ten thousand foot and a thousand horsemen to ~e 
army of Tuscany o.r Naples a~ his opti9n. Henry's second 
80D was to have the crown of Naples, but with the territory 
diminished by a portion to be annexed to the church, and 
another erected into a principality for the Caraffa family. All 
three we.re to be held as ecclesiastical fiefs and the treaty was 
to remain ee.cret until a Turkish fleet could coOperate on the 
coast of Naples: Piero Stro~ and the Pope's nephews were 
the most activ.e movere in this curious business, where the high 
priest of Christendom, the founder of the rigid order of "Tsa
tini," the most zealous advocate of the Inquisition, and ono of 
the direst scourges of heresy, beQ&me not only a disturber of 
public tranquillity and virulent exciter of war, but a swom ally 
of the infidels whom he welcomed into the heart of Italy ; and 
all for the purpose of exaltihg his own family to · the rank of 
petV pi'Qlces * I 

The Due of Ferrara we appointed .general of this League 
and Piero Stro~ lent his aid to o~ the military prepara
tiona of the Caraffa ; but Venice was in vain solicited to join, 
A.D.uae. and in the following February a truce of fi"Ye years 

between Franoe and Spain, concluded without reference 
to the Po~, left him 8() open to Spanish hostility, that he 
bent all his endeavours to render it useless. Philip II. waa 
not at tbi$ moment inclined to war, for though Charles V. 
worn out with bodily suffering had abdicated the sovereignty 
of Flandel'S in hia favour on the twenty·fi.fth of October 
16111) that country was exhausted and too weak to Jllaiq
tain itself singly against so powerful a neighbo\11' as Fl'&llct, 

* Platina, Vite, p. 559.~uzzi, Lib, ii•, cap. v., ll' 111.-Adrianl, Lib, 
xiv., p. 946,-Muratorl, ·Auali. 
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wherefore Philip demanded Spain also or threatened to reeip 
Flandem. Charles ceded and retired to the conTent of San 
Justo in February 1667 but kept the imperial cmm until the 
following September. Philip thus free, at once entered into 
negotiatious with France and by the management of Montmo
rency who deprecated all Italian warfare and disliked the 
alliance with Paul, the above-uamed truce of Cambray was 
ooooluded i>r five years but with the intention on Philip's pan 
tbat it should only last for three*· 

Coeimo was far from oontent with this truce, because Paul 
III. having invested Piero Strozzi with the chief military com· 
mand he foresaw nothing but suspicion and anxiety, the 001t 
of war without its advantagee. The Duke of Alva aware of 
Paul's hostile intentious passed through Florenoe on his way 
to 8881llDe the viceroyalty of N aplea &Qd oppose them : be and 
Coeimo were congenial spirits ; able, cunning, croel and UDSml· 

pulous ; bv.t King Philip added bigotry to these qualities, and 
ed~ in profound veneration for papal authority dreaded the 
idea o£ open warfare against the ehmvb. With considerable 
diillculty and on the plea of self-preservation Cosimo and 
Alva overcame his acruples and in their interview at Florence 
the former's powerful mind and thorough knowledge of Italian 
politics were made U88 of by Alva in arranging the plan of 
campaign, Cosima for his own safety reeolving to remain 
neqter. He feared the papal force directed by so deadly IUl 

enemy 118 Strozzi who had, says Galluzzi, just been organizing 
a conspiracy Q.t Rome to poison Coaimo and all his soDS through 
the means of an attendant to whose son a bishopric was pro
mise(~, and ten thousand ducats were deposited for the expense 
Qf the plot f. Other mMhinatiODS for the surprise of Cortona 
and Montepuleiano that were likewise discovered, besides infor-

• Galluzzi, Lib. ii., cap. T, him u "a fair and opett ewemy." 
t Galluzzi, Lib. ii., cap. vi., p. 129. .Auuainalion waa unauited to hie cha· 
-Bot aeoordiag to Cini (Vita di racter, though IUlc:tioued by the ll(li$ 
Coeimo ), tho Duke alwaya apoko of of tho age. 
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mation of some ·which had- no existence rendered Cosimo 
extremely suspicious, imd interrupted all interco1Jl86 between 
Rome and Florence. The Senese government also dreading to 
fall under his rule exerted themselves to embroil him with the 
Cardinal of Burgos Philip II. 's governor, by which they hoped 
tQ alarm that monarch about the Duke's ambitious designs on 
Siena, and Burgos was delighted to second them because the 
longer Cosimo could be staved oft' the longer that cardinal's 
government would continue. All this weakened the Duke of 
Florence, paralysed his intended efforts against the remaining 
French garrisons, and inclined him for the moment to neutra
lity. Besides which his dominions were too much exhausted 
·and Philip not being able to repay the enormous debt th8.t 
Charles V. had contracted offered Cosimo large possessions and 
a share in the mines of America as a compensation ; but he had 
·deeper views, and for the moment ceased remonstrating ·and 
maintained his neutrality, at least according to his own manner, 
which was to afford Alva every assistance short of overt acts 
while he negotiated with Pope Paul for peace. Philip left the 
··conduct of this war entirely to him and that minister, who 
finding that a body of Gascons had already landed at Civitavec
.chia and that Strozzi was hourly expected with more troops 
·from France immediately marched twelve thousand men into 
the papal states, took Ostia and Tivoli and alarmed Paul so 
much that a truce was concluded in November for forty days 
which allowed both parties time for preparatiOn. On the side 
of France Guise was ordered with twelve ·thousand men to 
assemb]e at Turin, and marching by Ferrara and Romagna 
· to form a junction with the papal forces at Rome 
A.D.l557. h . d . J " . afte th e arnve m anuary 16v7 JUSt r e truce ex-
pired and when Strozzi had already commenced hostilities by 
the siege and recapture of Ostia*. 

• Galluzzi, Lib. ii., cap. vi., pp. 122-125.-Cini, Vita eli Coaimo, Lib. vi., 
p. 395, &c-. 



C:JUP. JY.) COBDIO DUD OF JPLORENCE Aim SIENA. 187' 

During this time Ottaviano Farnese principally through 
Cosimo's management bad made friends with Philip on the 
restoration of Placentia while the Duke himself negotiated with 
both Rome and France the better to compel Philip to an imme
diate liquidation of his debts or the cession of Siena instead. 
Through his brother-in-law Don Louis de Toledo Cosimo inti· 
mated to King Philip that be could wait no longer for the 
repayment of his loans ; that be bad flattering offers from 
Henry, amongst others the marriage of their children, and that 
unless Philip took some decided part be should be compelled tO 
join that side, the cardinal's band being too feeble to retain 
Siena for a moment after the first burst of war. A change 
was therefore indispensable either by a stronger government or 
by conferring the absolute sovereignty of Siena on him for 
self-preservation until fully repaid for his vast expenses in the 
Spanish cause*, and in conclusion be asserted that the con
dition of Italy and his own position were so precarious that an 
immediate decision became necessary. This bold peremptory 
language displeased and startled the Spanish cabinet which 
however preferred to make Cosimo a useful adherent rather 
than an able opponent, for be could at any moment have seized 
on Siena the greater part of her strongholds being already in 
bis power. 

Don J nan de Figueroa governor of Milan repaired to Florence 
for the settlement of this question in March 1Mi7, with pro
posals so restrictive and even humiliating that Cosimo at once 
'rejected them and in returning thanks for the gracious expres
sio>n of Philip's wishes added, "That although a poor and small 
prince he cou1d better afford to make him a present of tlie 
debt than consent to repayment on such conditions." Don 
Juan however was not baftled, and the Duke thinking it better 
to have Siena on any tolerable conditions than to lose the 

. e The. 8puliah dehl due to Coaimo amounted to about 2,000,oo0 of ducata. 
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present opportunity, abated his demands and consented to 
restore Piombino to its prince who was then a supplicant in 
London. Louis de Toledo was again employed and in June 
obtained the Icing's ratification of what Figueroa and the Duke 
had agreed on, 80 that a compact was made at Florence early 
in July by which the state and city of Siena were given to 
Cosimo as a fief of the Spanish crown with the reservation of 
Orbitello, Telamone, Port Ercole, San Stefano, and the whole 
peninsula of Monte Argentario on l'!'hich the two latter were 
situated. Piomhino, and Elba with the exception of Porto 
Ferraio and a district of two miles radius, were to be restored 
to Philip ; other conditions related to mutual protection besides 
a secret article binding Cosimo to. Philip's approval of his 
children's marriages. Spain was released from all debts due 
to Florence, and the Prince of Piombino from any claims of the 
same nature contracted for the operations of war; the Spa.niard 
was to aid his new vassal in the recovery of all the Senese towns 
!!till held by France, and thus the destiny of Siena was irrevocably 
settled and ever;y sbad1.1w of future liberty obliterated. 

Cosimo's representative Don Louis de Toledo received pos
session of that city from Juan de Figueroa on the nineteenth of 
July 1667 in despite of the Carcllnal of Burgos who ~·all 
along been indefatigable in his endeavours to prevent the 
cession. . The Senese were at once plunged into deep and 
hopeless affiiction ; MoJ}talcino was in terror and despair, 
nobody was pleased, not even the Balla chosen by Cosimo 
himself, 80 generally was he detested. Yet the engine of 
his power rolled steadily forward, moved by innate cunning, 
~ded by kings, crushing a whole people, and breaking through 
every obstacle. 

All the native authorities took an oath of allegiance; Fed& 
ngo di Montauto assumed the military command ; Chiappino 
Vitelli relieved. the Spanish guard ; and the wretched citizens 
endeavoured to mask their anguish by sending a deputation to 
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Cosimo expressive of the universal delight at becoming his 
subjects ! There was at least one good cause for rejoicing : 
Siena was delivered from the insolence of an unpaid, licentious, 
and even mutinous soldiery, and the territory relieved from 
hostile excursions which kept it in a state of unmitigated woe. 
For thr6e long and bloody years had the inhabitants been 
unable to till the deserted soil, live in their villas, or even pay 
them a momentary visit without danger ; but the instant that 
Monluc, who had succeeded Soubise, became aware of this 
tlansfer all hostility ceased, Cosimo 's neutrality was strictly 
respected, and peace, the peace of desolation, spread its deep 
shadow over the affiieted land*· 

Cosimo's earliest care was to ameliorate tile condition of his 
new subjects and restore the lost population, not from any 
unusual touch of humanity but because self·interest now sug
gested attention to his own property and the improvement of 
revenue : he therefore abolished the Gabelle and by proclama
tion allowed all deelued rebels to return under the safe-guai-d of 
a general amnesty by which every political crime was buried and 
every estate restored. A captain of justice from Arezzo was 
called to preside over the tribunals ; the laws were administered 
with more rigour, and between private persons probably with 
more impartiality than the factious citizens had ever before 
experienced. The appointment of " Captain of the People " 
or chief magistrate of Siena Cosimo reserved for himself, but 
the Seignory and all other magistracies were continued in the 
old republican form without alteration. A .rigorous search was 
nevertheless made for arms and every precaution taken against 
disturbance : in common with other subject cities the privilege 
was conceded to Siena of choosing a certain number of people 
on whom were conferred the freedom of Florence with all its 
rights of citizenship. Montalcino, Grosseto, Montepescale, 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. vi., pp. 399-418.- p. 181, and cap. vii. p. 147.-Monlnc, 
Adrianj, Lib. xiv., pp. 99' and 1012 Li'b. iv., pp. 286-308. 
to 1015.-Galluzzi, Lib. fi00 e&po vj00 
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Chiusi, Radicofani and some other places were, under the re
public of Montalcino, still garrisoned by Frenchmen and the 
truce reciprocally observed; Orbitello and Port Ercole being the 
onJy disturbed points, and even they were little troubled ; so 
that Tuscany was now comp~tively peaceful, but abroad war 
and desolation reappeared in full vigour. 

The Duke of Guise having already broken the truce by 
attacking Valenza entered Piedmont and afterwards joining 
the Duke of Ferrara at Reggio he concerted the plan of cam
paign with him and Caraffa, proceeding to Rome as already 
related while the port of Ancona was preparing for the disem
barkation of a large Turkish army from Constantinople*· 

Cosimo was admired by all Italy for the dexterity with which he 
acquired a once powerful state the ancient rival of his own ; and 
this admiration was in unison with the spirit of an unscrupulous 
age in. which success was always considered a justification of 
the means, however abominable ! An age in which Macchiavelli 
boldly exhibited what men actually did, apd what princes were 
daily doing, and yet is accused of teaching them ; of teach
ing those whose actions bad taught him to reason and calmly 
discuss their sagacity, policy, and fitness for the proposed end; 
but not their justice or morality f. 

The connection of a petty but independent state by feudal ties 
with a powerful monarchy which necessarily dragged the inde
pendent portion along with them, was at best a very doubtful good, 
and Florence paid dearly for the purchase, a purchase of mere 
weakness as will hereafter be seen: but Philip II. was blamed 
for this act, done as it appears in opposition to his ministers' 

• Cini, Vita di Coaimo, Lib. vi., p. 
895.-Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. vi., p. 
182.-Adriani; Lib. xiv., p. 1015, 
and Lib. xv., pp. 1016-18. 
+ The variety and opposition of 
opinions on Macchiavelli'a real views 
in writing the "Prince" are so great, 
and the different meanings· attached to 

some of the moat startling pasaagea by 
ealm unprejudiced people are so diacre
pant as to render any defence of him 
hopeless; wherefore here and elsewhere 
the author merely <!xpre&St's his own 
sentiments without C!)ndemning those 
of the majority. 
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advice; yet he probably acted wisely in exchanging a ruined dis· 
contented and costly province for a firm and able adherent whose 
personal character and territorial power made him a valuabl~ 
friend or a formidable foe : nor was there leas prudence in liqui· 
dating an enormous debt which Spain was then unable to pay ; 
nor in throwing the expense together with the odium of hold· 
ing this province on a dependent prince whom he effectually 
controlled by the retention of five seaports all well fortified 
and garrisoned and opening so many doors into Tuscany ; and 
finally in thus commanding the resources not only of. his 
vassal Lord of Siena. but through him of the independent 
Duke of Florence. Cosimo was also already in posseBSion of the 
Valdichiana, Casola, M&BS& da Marittima, Piombino and Elba, 
while all the rev~ue of that part which Philip relinquished 
scarcely amounted to 60,000 ducats*! His dominions now 
became incorporated as it were with the Spanish monarchy by 
the obligation of assistance in time of war, but the restriction of 
his sovereign and parental authority left the Duke in reality 
very little superior to a grandee of Spain, and the maritime pro- · 
vince composed of the four seaports thus retained t completely 
bridled him and his successors ·while it remained separated, 
which it long did under the name of" Presidj," from the gar: 
risons which were constantly maintained there by the Spanish 
and Neapolitan monarchs. 

Proceeding on the plan settled at Reggio Guise had already 
penetrated the Abruzzi and besieged Civitella di Fronto near 
Ascoli, a strong frontier town in the kingdom of Naples which 
was relieved by Alva with an army of sixteen thousand men : 
Piero Strozzi opposed Colonna in the &man Campagna, and 
the Duke of Ferrara endeavoured to harass Milan while he 
coOperated with Brissac in Piedmont. A misunderstanding soon 
took place between G~se Gd the Caraffas which Strozzi endea-

• Gallnni, LI1>. ii., cap. vi. reckoned one of tho "Pruidj" or 
t Piombino although retained waa not "garril0'118." 
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voured to clear up; but on the Duke's at last thre&tening to 
.withdraw his army altogether from the south and join Brissac 
Pope Paul despatched Strozzi to France with his kinsman 
the D.uke of Palliano both as a hostage for the Caraffa 1"800, 
and to show the impossibility of succeBB if the troops withdrew 
before every plaee captured by Alba were recovered. Meanwhile 
Paul prepared for the worst by commencing a negotiation 
through Cosimo for peace with Spain, and Cosimo by seconding 
these overtures induced Philip to intrust him with the business. 
Having had subsequent intelligence however that Marshal 
Btrozzi was already returning with money and ordel'B for 
Guise to assist Paul in recovering his territory and then to in
vade Tuscany, the Duke saw that it was time to break his neu
trality and assume the offensive, especially as he now discovered 
that the late quarrel was merely &ck of the French to occupy 
Civita V ecchia and Ancona. He therefore lost no time in 
augmenting his army and aided by the Duke of Alva and Doria's 
galleys proposed to occupy Civita V ecchia and possess himself 
of all the coast to the Tiber's mouth : neither did he lose 
the occasion of attempting to intercept Strozzi, but the latter 
was too wary to be thus taken and carried the royal orders safe 
to Rome. 

Hearing however that the French were raising a large force 
in Switzerland and that the Lyonese Florentines bad subscribed 
largely to the Tuscan war, Cosimo deemed it expedient to 
change his proposed descent on the · Roman coast into an 
effort to conciliate Paul and if possible seduce him from the 
side of France. In this he was favoured by Alva's advance np 
to the very gates of Rome while Guise was occupied at Palliano 
then besieged by the Colonna, and also by intelligence of the 
battle of Saint Quintin which laid France open to the victorious 
Spaniards. The instantaneous recall of the SwiBB who were 
already on their march, and the return of Guise and Strozzi to 
France with all their troops were some of the consequences of this 

oi- izodb,Google 
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disaster; and Strozzi who bad hitherto advocated war now joined 
the Venetian· ambassador and others in urging Paul to bend for 
a while under the blast and make peace with Spain*· Cosimo 
()D the other band sent Averardo de' Medici to soften his papal 
pride if it were possible and afterwards inform Alva that unless 
be intended to destroy Pope Paul altogether he should separate 
him from France and thus employ the Neapolitan anny without 
danger in Tuscany t. 

The Duke of Alva ceding to this advice concluded a treaty 
on the twelfth of September 1667 at Cavi in which, after a 
feeble attempt to save them, the Colonna were sacrificed to 
papal vengeance and the Duke of Ferrara left open to that of 
Spain ; and this soon showed itself through Ottaviano Faroese 
in a war to which Cosimo was stimmoned to contribute. But 
having had some overtures from Ferrara about a family union, 
besides the danger of diminishing his force with a French army 
in Tuscany; perhaps unwilling to increase Philip's power, or 
ruin the Duke of Ferrata, he gave only sleoder aid and reesta
blished peace in April 1668 by, inducing Ferrara to renounce 
Fran~ and become reconciled to the Faroese. 

Tranquillity was now in some degree restored, but the public 
and private calamities of prince and people, augmented the 
disastrons effects of war pestilence and famine : after two 
days of violent and unceasing rain the mountain torrents of 
the Mugello and Casentino carried such floods to the Sieve 
and Amo as soon turned them into mighty rivers, and both 
rushing impetuonsly from different quarters on the Ponte-a-Sieve 
nnited . there and rolled heavily down on the capital. The 
Ponte-alle-Grazie first felt this shock and was cleared of every 
boose down to its naked arches ; the parapet walls connecting it 
with Ponte Vecchio were swept off; the latter stood·; btit the 
Trinita. crnshed to a tbonsand fragments sunk in the angry tide 

• Galluzzi, Lib. ii., cap. vii., pp. 147-151.-Adrianl, Lib. n., pp. 10Sl-10S~. 
t Adrlani, Lib. xv.;p. 10S6.-Qalluzzi, Lib. il0 , eap. vii. · 
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and in sinking checked its sweep and over.whelm6d the citY; 
even with diminished force it carried away two whole arches 
of the Ponte-alla-Carraia from their very foundations, and then 
rolled wildly on to Pisa. Florence became in a few minutes 
one vast mass of water, mud, and ruin : the gate of La Croee 
burst inwards with a dreadful crash and the lower parts of the 
city were deluged in some places to the depth of two-and· 
twenty feet by this fearful element : the baptistry was flooded. 
all except the altar which floated like the ark, as it were in 
sacred custody, the object of hope and veneration! It was a 
fearful visitation : no less than six inches of water flooded the 
cathedral's pavement high ali it stands on its marble basement! 
the grand ducal square became a deep lake; its buildings like 
Venetian palaces rising proudly from the wave ; its arched and 
fretted portico seemed like a sea-god's dwelling; there was beauty 
in the scene, but mingled with all the terrible sublimity of na· 
ture's violence : few lives were lost because a long-continued rain 
gave warning of the blow ; but fear, ruin, and destruction of 
property ; filth, starvation, and consequent pestilence filled up 
the measure of misfortune after the flood itself had su!sided ! 
Every mill had been swept away and no remedy remained 
until provisions were with difficulty collected from the rural 
districts, themselves equally miserable*. 

Such visitations are fearful and their immediate effects dis· 
tressing but seldom lasting : moral evils are of a different 
character, often more shocking and always more permanently 
mischievous. Of these the tale of Maria de' Medici's death 
furnishes a melancholy instance, if its authenticity may be 
fully relied on : the following st~ry is told in the " Origin1 
e Descendenza della Oa~a d1' M1dici " a manuscript work of an 
.old date which in its general historical notices of that family 
seems w01thy of confidence. 

* Cini, Vita, Lib. vi., p. 41S.-Mura- . 1039.- OallUZ%1, . Lib. U•, eap. 1ii., 
tori, An~.- Adriani, Lib. xv., p. p. U7. 
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, Maria, Cosimo's eldest daughter who was at one time in· 
tended for the Prince of Este died on the twentieth of Novem· 
ber 11>57 according to Galluzzi, (who discredits the whole tale) 
after twelve days of acute fever but with strong rumours of 
some secret amour and the consequent administration of poison 
by her own father*. Maria was both beautiful and virtuous, 
but not being exempt from human passions she and a young 
page of the Doke's household, son of Malatesta Lord of Rimini, 
fell in love with each other. It so happened that an old 
Spaniard named MandriaM who was frequently on guard at 
the door of the duchess's apartments seeing the young lovers 
walking together with their arms round each other's neck 
instantly made his report to Eleonora, and she no less promptly 
to the Duke. Without hesitation he ordered slow poison to be 
administered to his daughter on which says the manuscript 
she fell ill and died in about a month. The page was placed 
in the most rigorous confinement where be remained for tweh·e 
years until his father came to supplicate Cosimo for his liberty. 
~n consequence of his extreme youth when the crime was com
mitte" bosides other excuses, the father had permission to 
remain eight or ten days with every facility for seeing and con
Jersing with his son. He then took leave, advising patience 
Under a misfortune wi;Uch seemed inevitallle, but promising to 
~ every effort in his favour. Repairing to the palace he had a 
short conversation with Cosimo and was turning to depart when 
the Duke perceiving that he had not boldness enough to allege 
any further excuses said, "Now, .although he deserves no mercy 
yet I will send him to the lower fortress as a prisoner at large." 
Malatesta departed and the young captive soon became intimate 
with one of the officers through whose means he escaped and 
joined his father then commanding the Venetian army in Candia. 
Cosimo's first act was to hang the officer; "whose bead," says 
the manuscript, · " may be seen to this day placed in an iron 

* Galluzzi, Lib. li0 , cap. vii., pp. lSII-159. 
o2 
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cage on the walla of the fortress:" his next, for Cosimo's 
assassins were like his spies, ubiquitary ; wa.s ro have his victim 
murdered in Candia, and he succeeded, but Jaeopo Malatesta 
killed the murderer ; a poor exchange for the life of an injured 
child*· 

Child-murder, there is some reason ro believe was one of 
Cosimo de' Medici's sins as will be seen hereafter; but if ever 
committed it was in a paroxysm of fury provoked by fratricide : 
what bas been above related rouching Maria de' Medici although 
not out of keeping with his violent implacable character and 
naturally cruel disposition, is extremely improbable and a story 
not unlikely ro have been generated by the deep detestation in 
which h~ was held, coupled with the genenil belief iu his capa
bility of such a deed. Nor is it likely that Cosiino should have 
treated the audacious page who presumed ro raise his eyes to 
a daughter of the Medici with less rigour than that daughtet 
whose life he is said ro have sacrificed t. . 

The Duke now became desirous of effecting aelosefamilyunion 
between Tuscany and Ferrara, in order ro curb papal ambition 

and resist any aggressions on the part of Milan or 
A.D. 1558' N 1 d also k . ap es, an ro ma e 1t strong enough ro withstand 
the wilful mandates of transalpine monarchs : they could then 
be narrowly watched and their objects ascertained, and by 
prompt succours and reciprocal communication between Flo
rence and Ferrara so baffied as lo enable these states ro stand 
firm against the passions of France and Spain and only act for 
the universal benefit of Italy!· 

After the fall of Siena the rule of Henry II. over what re
mained of her terrirory was purely military, and with the empty 
name of liberty the people were as much slaves ro the French 

* Origlne e Descendenza de' Medici, 
ful. 266; MS. + It is ~urion• however that Clnl ( Vita 
di C'Oiimo, Lib. vi., p. 420) barely 
mentions Maria de' Medici's death ; 
and in all cases tending to Cosiwo'a. 

discredit, he alun over the' circum
etances ae rapidly ae poe8ible. 
: Clni, Vita, .Ub. vi., pp. 419-20.
Adriani, Lib. xv., p. 1061.-Galluzzi, 
Lib. ii•, cap. vli., pp. 187·9. 
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as they bad been to the Spaniards. The strongholds were 
valuable in an enemy's oonntry, and as garrisons alone were they 
held without any regard to the inhabitants who were heavily 
taxed for their support : it was the mere mockery of a state, with· 
out strength or spirit, therefore when deprived by France of all 
financialadmiuistrationand when the government was transferred 
from Montalcino to Grosset.o in 1567, the citizens succumbed 
without a word, hoping by this implicit obedience to preserve the 
friendship of Henry who eared little what became of them apart 
from his own views and interests. Monluc, a rough soldier 
devoted to his master's service acted as be was bid and though 
personally humane and honourable became little scrupulous 
about the preservation of a mock independence or the exac
tion of supplies for his forts and garrisons. He treated the 
state as a besieged town ; commanded all those to leave 
the country who bad not eight months' provisions in store, 
and established a vexations perquisition with orders to seize 
any overplus for the public service. This was however all done 
in the name of the people yet the consequence was an increase 
in the Senese population, but other emigrants expatriated them· 
eebes altogether, many were driven to the highway, and bands 
of unpaid French soldiers plundered the remaining inha· 
bitants*. Though compelled by necessity Monluc appears to 
have been a person naturally averse to such doings and finally 
requested his recall : Don Francesco d 'Este brother of Hercules 
Duke of Ferrara was destined to succeed him, but Henry II. 
tired with the expense of Tuscany would have given the places 
be held there to that duke for the discharge of a debt amounting · 
to 500,000 ducats. For this sum Hercules tendered them to 
Cosimo, who offered 860,000, feeling that be was strong 
enough to drive the French from Tuscany in three months 
if Philip II. would only assist him. That king however 
being lukewarm about Italian affairs, Cosimo maintained the 

* Cilli, Vita. Lib. vi, p. '18.-Galluzzi, Lib. u0, cap. vii., p. 181. 
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truce while petty hostilities l>etween the French and Spanish 
garrisons were continually fretting the country*· 

I taJian wars hanng thus nearly expired all eyes were turned on 
Flanders where the Duke of Guise commanded : well seconded 
by the sagacity and daring conduct of Piero Strozzi he had sur~ 
prised and captured Calais when it had been more than two 
centuries in possession of the English, an exploit considered as a 
counterpoise for the defeat of Sairit. Quintin, and the subsequent 
surrender of ThionviUe raised the spirits of France which mis
fortunes had previously depressed. Before the latter town Piero 
Strozzi after a life of misfortune, incessant activity, and danger,. 
finally met his death on the twenty-first of June -1568 while re• 
connoitreing with the Duke of Guise, by whom as well as. by the 
whole court and army, in despite of their jealousy of Italians, 
he was esteemed and regretted, and by none more than the 
Duke of Guise himself and the veteran Monluc. From the latter 
his death was a while concealed lest it should unman him for the 
following day's assault, and Henry on receiving the intelligence 
went into mourning with all his coUrt ft Thus without an 
additional crime was Cosimo delivered from his deadliest 
foe, and if Galluzzi speaks true one not less unscrupulous than 
himself ; but Strozzi appears to have been too frank and fearless 
to employ secret assassins against any man, although in an 
age and country where such deeds were rife, tolerated, and 
even approved ; unless indeed he were compelled by the right of 
self-preservation. Such conduct was foreign to his character 
and scarcely compatible with his great popularity amongst the · 

• French who were certainly not assaasins : wherefore we must; 
believe even if Galluzzi, who gives no proof of the fact, be correctj 
that he was driven to this in self-defence agtiinst Cosimo's machi
nations of which the testimony is undoubted and existing. Public · 
congratulations were offered to the latter on this deliverance from · 

* Cini, Vita, Lib. vi., p. 419.-Monlnc, Lib. iv., p. 323.-Gallutti, Lib. uo, 
cap. vii., p. 182. . . . . . 

t .¥onlu~, Lib. iv., p. 341.-AdriaDi, Lib; n., p. 1{)70. . · 

o," "edbyGoogle 



I 

l 

ICILlPo JY.] COSIMO DUD OJ' J'LOBBNCE Aim IUEM..l. 199 

an enemy whose hatred, the desire of liberating his country, and 
veng~ce for a father's death, had made a willing agent in all 
Italian wars which promised to injure the Duke of Florence. The 
princes whom he served were well aware that against Cosimo 
he would show unmitigated hate and uurelaxing vigour ; his 
whole life public and private was spent either in counteracting 
that Duke's secret designs or opposing him openly in the field; 
and he was moreover become one of the most sagacious and ex· 
perienced generals of the age, coupled with such enterprise ancl 
80 utter a contempt of danger as rendered him if not a captain 
of the highest genius at least a most valuable officer. 

Paul IV. was almoet wholly guided by him in the war against 
Naples, and haviug been previously delighted with his piety in 
ordering a strict observance of Lent during the Senese war, 
bestowed a cardinal's hat on his brother the Bishop of Beziers. 
Piero Strozzi seems to have been endowed with considerable 
generosity and even greatness of mind ; with much foresight, 
resolution, and boldness of character : he knew the. world, was 
learned in antiquity, skilled in all the physical and intellectual 
aceomplishments of the day; was eloquent, liberal, a good mill· 
tary :engineer*; and had the art of accommodating himself 80 

easily to French manners that in despite of the excessive 
national jealousy which prevailed at court no Italian was ever 
80 generally esteemed there. Nevertheless 80 unpopular was 
~t nation that at one time he was about to retire in disgust, 
nay was actually in treaty with Philip II., who offered him the 
principality of .&ffano with large military appointments and the 
supreme command of all the Italian infantry, if he would recon· 

• Strozzi 1ru co118ldeft!d u a muter engineer, &o whom Philip II. p•e the 
In the military archiieeture of that charge of fortifying Port Ereole. It 
day, an architeetDI't! dilfering little wu by him also that the beautiful fort 
from the praent, u may be -n in on Monte Filippo in the Maremma 
the fome- of Florence, Siena, Port wu built, and it a till ft!IDaina a pleuing 
Ercole, and Porto Ferraio; all (except apeeimen of military arcbiteeturo, the 
the Floft!ntine citadel) conattncted by site having been chosen by Chiappino 
Gicmmni Camerini, the Duke' a chief Vitelli •. 
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cile himself with Cosimo and enter the Spanish senice. The 
Carafli having some intimation of this, became alarmed and 
informed Henry II., who with the queen immediately wrote 
letters so kind and encouraging as to make him abandon the 
whole negotiation and re-attach himself with all his early feel
ings to the court of France. Cosimo, says Cini, although 
liberated from a perpetual anxiety and dangerous enemy in 
Piero Strozzi yet never showed any sign of rejoicing nor spoke 
,of him but with honour; on the contrary both before and after
wards be affirmed that be bad nothing to complain of, for Piero 
had ever acted openly against him* and Italy bad lost in him 
one of her principal gentlemen t. 

The Duke of Alva having quitted Italy the management of 
Spanish interests devolved entirely on Cosimo; and by virtue of 
this power he concluded the treaty with Ferrara which thus 
interposed a strong barrier from sea to sea between the north 
and south, well adapted, if wisely used, to strengthen national 
independence and curb the ambition of every suoceeding pontiff'!. 
Paul IV. and his family became discontented with Philip for 
not having as they said fulfilled the truce of Cavi, but occa
sioned fresh movements in the papal dominions and more 
vigilance on Cosimo's part who by the aid of a Spanish force on 
its way to Naples re-captured Talamone, and Castiglione della 
Pescaia with considerable annoyance to Grosseto, a breach of the 
truce in retaliation for certain depredations committed on his 
territory by Don Francesco d' Este who ruled Montalcino with 
great unpopularity. The French had been defeated at Grave
lines by Count Egmont who with Savoy became superior in the 
field and overawed the only army that Henry could oppose to 
them for the protection of · Fr&hce. Both parties were tired. 

• " Ocm la tri~Urn. aperliJ.," with his 
vieor open, were Coeimo'a wonb, •ya 
Cioi. 
+ Vita di Piero StroW. :MS., In au
thor'• poeecjeaion.-Galluzzi, Lib. ii., 

cap. Yili., p. 191.-Adriuli, Lib. ln'., 

p. 1070.- Cioi, Vita, Lib. Ti., pp. 
S8S and 421. 
: Adrian!, Lib. n., p. 1061. 
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their resources gone, and the war had ever been unpopular in 
England where the loss of Calais discontented everybody and 
hastened Queen Mary's death: moreover neither belligerent 
was willing to risk nauonal safety on the result of a single battle 
wherefore both became willing to treat, and France opened the 
negotiations. The death of Charles V. which occurred in Sep
tember hastened them because Philip was anxious to hurry into 
Spain, and a truce took place in October which conUnued through 
the month of January 1669, but permanent peace was retarded 
by Queen Mary's death on the seventeenth of November for 
none yet knew the poliucs of Elizabeth who waa courted by 
both pames : nevertheless a treaty waa signed at Chateau 
Cambresis in Picardy on the third of April 1669 *· 

Cosimo with great difficulty but greater dexterity profited 
largely by this peace in the acquisition of all the French 

fth 8 d . . _, bibb b A.D.lM9. parts o e enese oDUmon, 10r w c owever e 
had to wind his way through the conflicting pretensions of 
three different compeutors. Paul IV. and the Carsffi de
manded them as the rt~ward of their fidelity to the French 
cause, but the pontiff waa now become too old and infirm to 
possess much weight in the negotiations. Hercules Duke of 
Ferrara demanded them in liquidation of the debt due to him 
from Henry II. but refused them as a feudal tenure. His 
brother Francesco the actual governor, offered to take them on 
any tenns and hastened to court the better to prosecute his 
object; but Cosimo's diplomacy proved too searching and suc
eessful for all, and the whole state and republic of Montalcino 
was abandoned by the French monarch to his rule. The 
death of Henry II. in a tournament. and the Duke of Ferrara's 
intrigues to gain possession of this territory, for a while re
tarded tlle cession, but finally the conditions were fulfilled and 
the month of July saw Cosimo Lord of the whole Republic of 
Siena except the "PrMdij." The unfortunate Montalcinese 

• :Muratori, Amllli.-Adriani, Lib. xv., pp. 1077-1086, 1097. 
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begged hard for independence and at first imagined it was . 
secured ; they entreated to have any master sooner than the 
dreaded and detested Cosimo ; the Pope, King Philip, . the 
Duke of Ferrara were all tried without success, wherefore 
having no friends, no resources, no hopes, they submitted with 
a good grace to their inevitable destiny. Henry II. had re· 
peatedly promised to leave them free, and the difficulty was 
bow to keep this promise while he made them over to Cosimo; 
but as diplomatic immorality is never at fault, the Spanish 
deputies appointed to receive the dominion for Philip as lord 
paramount were informed that all the French garrisons would 
be withdrawn and Montalcino left free, after which they might 
if they pleased take possession of that city and its dependencies 
for the King of Spain. Henry II. also wrote to Bentivoglio 
who had been left in command there by Francesco d'Este; 
saying, " I .am about to resign the protectorship of the Senese 
" and put them in possession of their ancient liberty and under 
" the jurisdiction of the magistracy to which they were accus~ 
" tomed in their city of Siena ; in the doing of which they will . 
" be restored to all their possessions without any questions 
" being asked or any imputations thrown upon their past con~ 
" duct." This equivocal letter strengthened the general feeling 
that even ·Siena was to recover her ancient freedom and there" 
fore elated the spirits of the Montalcinese only to be more
cruelly depressed. The Duke of Ferrara however took ad van. 
tage of it to delay the evacuation, and by means of Bentivoglio 
worked on the public mind so as to induce the Senate to offer 
him the lordship of that unhappy republic. Ambassadors 
were then sent to Paul IV.- soliciting him to accept them, but 
all was now changed at Rome, where the Caraffi had been carry~ 
ing on a secret intrigue and deceived their uncle who was first · 
informed of it by Cosimo; the consequence was their banishment 
with an entire alteration .of politics : every warlike notion now 
vanished from the pontiff's mind; the Duke of Florence became 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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a favourite; papal ambition expired; the administration changed 
bands,justice was better administered but too severely executed; 
oppression ceased, taxation diminished, and Paul IV. from 
having been a turbulent and unpopular pontiff surprised Rome 
and llll Christendom by the change. His advice was that the 
Montalcinese should submit promptly to Coaimo and that those 
who counselled otherwise were not their friends : Cornelio 
Bentivoglio nevertheless continued his opposition and it was 
not until the arrival of a French squadron oft' the Ombrone to 
receive the troops that the evacuation was accomplished *· 

When Don Juan de Guevara as Philip's representative and 
Niooolini as the deputy of Cosilno, approached Montalcino they 
were received in the first instance by a group of fifty children 
each carrying an olive branch and crying "Pact," "Pact;" 
"Pa,l,U," " Palk:" a band of civic militia consisting of two 
hundred young and well·armed citizens followed, these and the 
various republican magistracies received the deputies at the city 
gate and conducted them to the Senate where the republic for
mally submitted to Guevara: then in Philip's name he invested 
Niecolini with the lordship as the proxy of Cosimo whose garri
son then marched in, and his concessions to the citizens were 
published. Their substance was a general amnesty and restoration 
of property according to treaty ; an approval of all public acts 
of government during the period of Montalcinese independence, 
except the alienation of public revenue or possessions : all 
political crimes and offences against the Senese Jaws were par
doned: five years' grace were accorded for the payment of 
public debts due by private citizens before the war: all claims
on the government of Siena due before April 11Hi6 were 
admitted and the privileges of Montalcino confirmed. Thus 
all the ancient republic except the " Prtlidij ; " and Sovana 
which the Count of Pitigliano refused to surrender ; fell under 
Cosimo's jurisdiction; the absentees submitted either iu person 

* PlatiDa, Vite> p. 663.--CIDi, Vita, ii•, cap. viii., pp. 200·217.-Adriaa 
Lib. 'ri., pp. 42~33.-Galluui, Lib. Ub. xvi., pp. 1107 to 1121. 
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or by letter and those who returned were well received •. By 
treaty of Chateau Cambresis Cosimo was almost the only 
Italian potentate who really benefi.te_d and therefore became an 
object of jealousy: France surrendered more than a hundred
and-eighty fortified places, renounced all claims on Italy, and 
allowed Spain to establish herself in that country whose princes 
were now abjeetJy tied to her either by public treaty or private 
interest. Venice was fast waning and could oppose nothing to 
Philip ; her only safety was now to be found in peace commerce 
and unpretending obscurity. The Pope, even with French 
assistance, had proved his weakness ; the Romans still hated 
both him and his family for their tyranny, while Cosimo whose 
exaltation resulted from a steady and sagacious adherence to 
Austrian interests was always a vigilant guardian of his own 
and his master's welfare under the pretence of maintaining 
Italian tranquillity. Immediately after these events Pope 
Paul IV. died at Rome and the breath was hardly out of his 
body when tumults began, shouts arose for the Roman People, 
every street reechoed with cries of " Death to th8 Caraifi : " the 
Inquisition was soon in flames and tbe pontiff's image hurled 
from its pedestal down the Capitoline staircase ; nay to such a 
height did public fury attain that even the hawkers of glass 
bottles were fearful of calling as they were wont, " Bicchiere," 
" Carajj'e " and therefore substituted " AmpoUe " for the name 
of this detested familyt. The head ofPaul'sstatue was finally 
broken off and after having been for a while dragged and 
kicked about the streets was cast into the Tiber amidst the 
shouts and ridicule of an indignant people. Paul IV. died on 
the eighteenth of August, and on the twenty-fourth of De
oember Giovan-Angelo de' Medici of Milan brother of the Mar
quis of Marignano ascended the papal throne principally 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. vi0 , pp. 431-3.- Adriani, Lib. xvi0 , p. 1127.-Platina, 
Gal1uzz\, Lib. ii0 , cap. viii., p. 215.- Vite de' Papi.- Muratori, Annali,-
Adriani, Lib. xvi0 , pp. 1120-22. Botta, Lib. x., p. 402. 
t Galluzzi, Lib. ili0 , cap. i 0 , p. 264.-
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through the Duke of Tuscany's influence under the name of 
Pius IV*· Cosimo's eon-in-law Alphonso of Eete succeeded 
to the dukedom of Ferrara in October, and his eon Don Gio
vanni then only fourteen years of age was m~e a cardinal along 
with the celebrated San Carlo Borromeo nephew of Pius IV. 
The close intimacy between this pontiff and Cosimo enabled 
him to procure the pardon of several exiles, amongst them 
Cardinal Strozzi and his brother Robert, the only male aurvi· 
vors of that family except a eon of Piero adopted by the Queen 
of France. Giuliano de' Medici brother of Lorenzino was also 
pardoned ; he had followed the Strozzi and was real heir to 
the Florentine dukedom but had though a mere child fallen 
under the general sentence of hie family : Coaimo nevertheless 
thought it prudent for the security of his own race to atop all 
future claims by making him an archbishop with a pension in 
lieu of hie confiscated estates. On the other hand this prinre 
procured the pardon of many Roman lords and extended his Came 
and influence eo much that on a subsequent visit to the Pope be 
was received with honours similar to the most powerful mo
narchs t. While the cardinals were in conclave he detected a 
plot against himself which bad long existed in a latent state but 
was not before this completely unravelled. Pandolfo Pucci, 
whose family since the elder Cosimo'e day had been adherents 
of the Medici, were always favoured by the reigning Duke, 
and his licentiousness was overlooked or pardoned after much 
serious and friendly counsel. Notwithstanding such kind· 
ness Pucci and some others either from political or private and 
personal motives resolved to murderCoeimo and were encouraged 
to it by the King of France and Cardinal Faroese to whom 
that Duke had once given shelter from the persecution of Julius 
III. in 1051. The latter sent Pandolfo to Ottavio Duke of 
Pimna for a supply of arms, and Cosimo was eitll.er to have 
been blown up with gunpowder, shot as he traversed the streets 

• lluratori, Allliali, 1559. . t Gall am,. Lib. iii•, cap. to. 
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of Florence, or stabbed by Pucci in one of his more fatriilia.r 
momenta at the palace . 
. NevertheleBB it was by many supposed that Pucci never 
intended to kill the Duke, but only to establish his favour with 
the French party should Cosimo be dethroned which was at one 
time thought probable. Resolution seems finally to have been 
wanting and the victory of Marciano still more diririnished it, 
10 that the design was nearly relinquished when Cosimo sud
denly arrested Pucci who after full confession was executed 
along with three others ; several escaped and were declared 
rebels; amongst them Francesco Nasi who subsequently proved 
his innocence, nor was there any persecution or confiscation of 
property : Cosimo in this instance seems indeed to have abated 
r,omething of his wonted cruelty and contented himself with 
8imple deprivation of life for an already abandoned conspiracy, 
yet· it must in candour be acknowledged that' he was much 
provoked by the ingratitude of all parties *· 

Although only the prince of a petty state this Duke was 
become from the force of his OWn great abilities one of the 
Jnost influential sovereigns in Europe, and his views expanded 

· with his exaltation. Disappointed of acquiring Lucca and 
compelled to exchange Piombino for the more splendid acqui
sition of Siena when he so earnestly coveted both, Tuscany 
became too confined a field, and plans for extending his 
dominion to Corsica were cevertly ]aid. on the same foundation 
that enabled him first to gain Piombino and then Siena. 
namely the expulsion of France from Tuscany and staving her 
9ff from all the Spanish possessions in Italy. Andrea Doria 
was superannuated and had lost his influence in Genoa;· dis
cord recommenced, and France had a powerful faction in that 
city which she determined to strengthen by getting posseBBion 
of Bastia and ultimately occupying the whole island of Corsica. 

• Cini, Lib. vii., pp. 437-442.- Glilluzzi, Lib. iiL, cap. i•, pp. 267-269.-
Adtiani~ -~b. xvi., pp. 1133 to 1135. . 
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Cosimo aware of theee designs endeavoured to aroose the Genoeae 
to a full sense of their.~anger; he showed the inability of their 
garrisons to oppose such an enemy' the necessity of preserving 
what remaining property they held in that island for the 
maintenance of commerce and naval superiority by which alone 
theyexisted, finally proposing that their strongholds there 
should be given to Spain during the war, and if Philip refused 
this charge Cosimo offered not only to. take it upon himself but 
to drive the French from that country. He also pressed these 
arguments and offers at the Spanish court, and what they would 
have led to had not peace intervened is hard to say ; but every 
step of Cosimo was firm, sure, and judiciously planted ; he 
inade himself necessary to all and was universally courted. 
The same provident sagacity enabled him to see the necessity 
~f providing some. counterpoise to the power of Spain as it 
affected him in his position of vassal to that monarchy ; a 
power which required stronger curbing in consequence of its 
extent and preponderating influence in Italy ; wherefore the 
alliance of the church, if the two interests could be identified, 
he thought would render his friendship necessary to Philip in 
political matters, independent of its power over the bigoted mind 
of that sovereign, and thus extend his influence over all the 
princes of Italy. 

The most difficult part of this plan was, first the choiee of a 
pope and afterwards securing his election ; but Cosimo seldom 
failed in picking out good instruments and was always well 
served : he had already cast his eye on the Cardinal Giovanni 
Angelo de' Medici who to avoid the tyranny of Paul IV. had · 
long resided at the batlis of Lucca ; thence he made frequent 
visits to Florence, and Cosimo had induced Philip to give him 
the archbishopric of Milan as an immediate preparation for the 
papacy. He bore the character of a simple and mild man, well 
acquainted with European politics, not encumbered with n&lr 
kiusmen, and therefore unlikely to involve Italy in war for mere 
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family interests. Besides him there were no less than twenty
five cardinals intriguing for the popedom, but Cosimo managed 
his influence so adroitly thst his own candidate was ultimately 
elected. The consequence of this was a cardinal's hat for 
Don Giovanni de' Medici as already noticed with a prospect of 
the future pontificate at an early age, and the decla.ration of 
Pius IV. that be would consider Cosimo's interests as his own 
and wished both to be identified; thst one would always be 
served and assisted by the other, and between them there was 
to be only a single heart and a single soul*· 

CoTZJIPORARY MoNARcHs.-England : Mary to I 558; then Elizabeth.
Scotl&lld: Mary.-France: Henry II. until 15159; then Fraucla II.-8paln: 
Philip II.-Emperor : Charles V. to 1557; tht-n lo'erdinand I.-Naples and 
Sicily: Philip of Spain.- Portugal: John III. until 1557; then Sebaatian.
Popea: Paul IV. (Caraffa) to 11559; then Piu1 IV. (Medici of Milan) in 
11559.-Turke;r: Sultan So1;rman. 

* Galluui, Lib. ~ cap. 1•, pp. 265-273. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PROH A.'D. 1680 TO .A.D. 1171. -
COSIMO I. 

Dua. OP PLOIUIIIC& .UID IIBII.t.. 

IN taking a retrospective view of this reign we eball see that 
by a rigorous adminiStration of law, a comparatively impartial 
but searching taxation, a sustained extensive and 
penetrating spy·system, and unrelaxing vigilance in .A.D. lNO. 

every branch of government Cosimo the First had worked even 
more on the fears of his subjects than their hate, so that between 
terror, self-interest, necessity, and turpitude, he was universally 
obeyed and ·the old republican spirit of Florence completely 
broken. His most determined enemies were banished ; none 
were in a condition to attempt anything against him without 
foreign aid ; their chief Piero Strozzi was an open foe and the 
Duk-e feared none besides. This general feeling of security, 
thongh not undisturbed by care, first prompted him to that daring 
enterprise of driving the French from Siena as a first step in 
his contemplated course of aggrandizement. Yet, audacious as 
it was, it on1y accumulated business without removing him 
from the centre of domestic politics, a point of infinite conse· 
quence to one who ruled in lofty solitude over a crushed and 
discontented people. Existing forms were still maintained but 
they had long ceased to be more than simp]e offices for the 
registration of his will : the secret council had become rather a 
post of honour and reward for state servantll than a cabinet of 

VOL. V. p 
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privy councillors, for Cosimo never divulged his projects to any 
but the secretary Bartolommeo Concini. The whole Senese 
war was conducted by himself alone ; he was up late and early 
directing all and infusing his own spirit into everything ; even 
the Marquis of Marignano knew no more than what was at the 
moment to be executed.- When at the conclusion of hostilities 
be tumed his mind to .arts and ordered V asari to paint the walls 
of the great council chamber with the principal military events, 
the artist represented Cosimo in the midst of his counsellors, 
who were supposed to be suggesting a plan of campaign; but on 
seeing this he wrote the. following characteristic note. "The 
" crown, and the presence of those counsellors with which you 
" design to surround us in the deliberation on the war of Siena 
" are not necessary, because we alom were there ; but you may 
" paint Silence, and any other of the virtues; they will do as 
" well as the counsellors." 

Bartolommeo Concini alone had been sent to treat with 
Charles V. about this war and was afterwards stationed in Ma
rignano's camp as a controller of his conduct, he only amongst 
all the ducal ministers possessing full confidence: by virtue of 
this be became Cosimo 's sole agent and manager in the election 
of Pope Pius IV. and was cheered .by the Roman people for 
that important business which secured them a mild and merciful 
successor to a ruthless tyrant. The reforms of Florentine 
government after 1532 although they greatly altered all repub
lican institutions could not immediately reduce them to a simple 
skeleton : a mutable privy council was unsuitable to the notions 
of despotism, wherefore Cosimo soon created the several ofij.ces 
of the Secretary of &formation~, the Auditor Fiacal, the 
Auditor of th8 Chamber, and the Secretary of Contract8, with 
considerable powers in· the preparation of all business des
tined ultimately to come before him, and afterwards formed 
them into a council called the " Pratica Secreta." This was 
an active and efficient body individually and collectively occu-
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pied in the most important affairs ; and being armed with 
the sovereign's presence weakened every other magistracy both 
in power and dignity, so that all authority gradually concen
trated in the prince's person*· He diminished the once im
'portant privilege of citizenship by a. promiscuous admission of 
people from the city, contado, and district, giving to each town 
the power of electing certain of its citizens to the freedom of 
Florence exempt from the usual liabilities. By this copious in· 
fusion the civic corporation was diluted and lowered in dignity, 
the honour became too common, and the whole body too full of 
heterogeneous matter to stand united any longer against the 
crown. Cosimo next assumed the administration of several ma
gistracies, and appointed creatures of his own to discharge their 
duties, leaving forms, but moulding the substance of everything 
to the spirit of his rule. Having thus concentrated political 
power in his own person he determined to subdue the public 
mind, which the rigour of his laws had hitherto rather irritated 
than reformed. 

The Archbishop Altoviti was a rebel, and the clergy both 
secular and regular were unwilling to submit to the deputed 
authority of his vicar: the friars proud of exclusive privileges 
and exempt from external jurisdiction gloried beyond the rest in 
their license, wherefore heresy seduction homicide and robbery 
had become common ecclesiastical errors ; the nunneries were 
far from immaculate and a commission expressly appointed to 
protect their morals made them more angry than decent or 
devout. In 11162 the number of nuns in forty-five convents 
amounted to four thousand three hundred and forty-one, and it 
'was rather increasing in consequence of the domestic treatment 
of Florentine women, which favoured by law and seconded by the 
fierceness ·of existing manners drove many to seek a quieter 
and less austere retirement. Regulations had been issued by 

• Relazione delle Magistrature Fio· anno 1763, per il Gran. Duca Leo
renuue da1 Pompeo Neri, latta nell' poldo, MS. 
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Coaimo to prevent the friara entering any nunnery without a 
liceDSe from their superior, but this proving useless a com
plete reform of these religious orders became neceseary. The 
Jesuits, then called "&jornutl Priutl of tM Orcltw of Juu," 
were subsequently introduced as an antidote by the Ca.rdinal of 
Carpi who sent two of them to Cosimo in 1546 and they soon 
absorbed all courtly favour, Jacopo Laynez became ducal con
fessor, and Ignatius Loyola earnestly recommended his disciples 
to the Duke who established them at Florence, and at Siena 
immediately after the conquest. 

No victim was denied to the stem demands of the Inquisition, 
the only condition exacted was that punishment should be exe
cuted in Florence, for Cosimo was too jealous to allow of that 
tribunal's overstepping the bounds of purely religious questions 
to which it was more than once inclined. He prohibited he
retical publications in 1549 and in 1558 allowed an edict of 
the Roman Inquisition to be published in the capital which con
demned all Hebrew books, especially the Talmud. besides 
allowing every sort of vexatious proceeding against the Jews. 
This seems to have been the first attempt of the popes to 
assume a power of prohibiting certain publications in Tuscany, 
as Charles V. was the first secular prince who began it in 
Europe. Fearful of the reformed opinions infecting Flanders 
be in 1 546 ordered the theological faculty of Louvaine to 
publish a list of those books not to be generally read ; ten 
years later this catalogue was augmented and enforced by an 
imperial edict, but it was Paul IV. who first attempted to make 
it of universal obligation. For this purpose in 1559 be enu
merated three distinct classes of prohibited works and a list of 
printer• whose publications on any subject in any ~age 
were interdicted under the severest penalties ; but'" Cosimo 
was far to9 prudent to allow this without looking forward to 
consequences : be found that the individual injury in Florence 
alone would amount to more than 100,000 ducats and every 

j 
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printer and bookseller ruined ; that the . rMult would be an 
•• Auto dta J6 " of all the printed books in Paris Lyon and 
Germauy, not excepting the Greek and Latin elaaaica, many 
other works of infinite value and service to art and science, 
and even the Bible itself. Whereupoa he at once confined 
the ediet to religions publications astrology and magic. The 
Dominican monks of Saint Mark's would ha-..e blindly obeyed 
this decree had not Cosimo forbidden them, for he did not 
choose that the valuable literary presents of the Medici collected 
in ~eir library ehould be thus saerificed ; with these sole restric· 
tions all other works were publicly burned in Florence. In the 
:rest of Europe the injury 'W88 eo extenai-..e that Basil Zurich 
and Frankfort applied publicly to the Duke for protection 
through his inftuence at Rome from the effects of an edict 
which was destroying them. 

Coaimo would allow only civil jurisdiction o•er priests aoonsed 
of political crimes ; he rmsed and regulated the papal claims 
for tithes, al8o those of the Roman office for the erection of 
Saint Peter's established by Julius II. which was a constant 
diain on all funds bequeathed for pious uses and on other re
ligious conditions. . The extreme severity of Coaimo's govem· 
ment, the etemal domiciliary visits, the faintest indications 
of facta habitually punished as pro-..ed crimes, the frequency 
of exile and confiscation of property, all tended to maintain a 
deadly quiet in Florence during the Senese struggle ; but when 
that ceased, thinking perhaps that he had gone too far e-..en 
for his own policy, a general pardon was proclaimed for exiles, 
the only one during his seventeen dismal years of despotism ! 
On this oooaaion five citizens ealled "Gra.Ntori" or Pardoners, 

· were appointed with full power to absolve all political criminals 
aad e-..en those under sentence of death for cim offences : their 
authority lasted two months, but as Coaimo pulled the strings 
the puppets moved as he listed and no one was deceived ; 
ne-..ertheless this act of clemency somewhat cheered the uni· 
versa! gloom. 
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Where any real or imagined danger existed Cosimo's severity 
was unbounded, his implacability unappeasable; but he was 
also clear-sighted and well knew how to discriminate between 
true and false alarms : during the full stream of his tyranny 
and excess of rigour a club of young men was formed calliug 
themselves the "Pianigiani" to the number of about tlrirty 
members of the principal Florentine families who carried a 
banner on which was painted caQbages and turnips ; they used 
to sup together and always with some burlesque representation of 
worldly affairs, ridiculing amongst other things all the crowned 
heads of Europe, to each of which they attached aD appropri-· 
ate name and character. This cluo was or ·course denounced as 
dangerous to the state, but Cosimo treated it lightly; he obsened 
that the Florentines were always in the habit of doing such 
things and they meant nothing ; that conspiracies were not made 
in such places, in such numbers, nor with so various a set ; and 
that as the Florentine brain must ever have something to work 
on, it was better employed in these amusements than in brooding 
melancholy. Many exiled families were restored by the "(]om. 

ziarori" particularly to Pistoia which faction had nearly de
populated ; the republican laws were continually revised and 
corrected, for having been mostly the work of party they par· 
took of the spirit and barbarism of their several epochS, a spirit 
more nearly akin to vengeance than adapted to example or 
improvement. Severe edicts were issued against assassins who 
were numerous ; in 1656 proceedings were instituted against 
them without reference to the ordinary forms of justice, and both 
pardon and reward were offered to all who would reveal their 
employer's name before they did the murder : other regulations 
attempted the consenation, or rather the regeneration of 
morality ; for Cosimo although he commonly made virtue sub
servient to self-interest appreciated the good of a moral popu· 
lation : others again secured the ma:rriage portions of widows 
by making them payable even before any arrears of taxation 
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that might be owing to govemment*. By a decree of the 
twenty-sixth of August 1641 be reformed the" Ruota" or body 
of civil judges and prescribed limits to the duration of lawsuits 
with great benefit to the litigants whose vexations in the Flo
rentine courts seem to have equalled any on record ; this was 
followed by a second reform in May 1642 and in February 
1548 the suits of those unable to pay were if required by the 
parties to be determined summarily without any attention to 
legal forms but simply to the investigation of truth. Blasphemy 
and tmnatural crimes were rigoroaaly punished, the first with 
perforation of the tongue, ita amputation for a second offence, 
and lastly by condemnation to the galleys ; the second by whip
ping, imprisonment, public exposure and other pains aocording 
to tJ!e culprit's age and quality, and for the third offence, the 
flames f. 

An especial code was compiled for the ducal militia called 
the "Bandl," entirely distinct from that of the capital and 
administered solely by provincial tribunals in order to relieve 
the more distant militiamen from the waste of time and money 
consequent upon litigation in the metropolis. The punishments 
of crimes purely military were distinguished from those of a 
mixed or merely civil nature when committed by these soldiers : 
they had various privileges and exemptions ; amongst them an 
absolute freedom from all taxes except the gabella and the salt. 
tax : they were eligible to municipal honours and were not 
employed as public· informers. The number of this militia in 
161)1 amounted to fourteen thousand six hundred and seventy· 
four, divided amongst eighteen provinces with a captain to each 
who ruled them aocording to established laws and regulations t• 

The wars of Charles V. with France did infinite mischief to 

* Leggl e B&ndi di T-a, I.egse di Janaio,l549.-B&ndo, 8 Luglio,l542. 
Agosto, xii0 , 1050. :1: Leggi e Baudi di T..-ua, Affvi tra 
t Leggl e B&ndi di T--., Affvi tra Printi.- Deliberazioue, :Marzo 26, 
Privati.- Deliberazioue in beuefizio IS48.-GalluW, Lib. ii0 , cap. b .
de' · Ponri Litigutf. &ud Legge, 25 . Adrianl, Lib. XYi., p. 1169. 
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the commerce of every nation which engaged in them : Lyon 
was at that time the great emporium of Europe : its position 
being almost central between Flandel'B Germany and Italy 
naturally \)eqame the depat of their various merchandize 
which was thence distributed into other parts of the continent. 
Hence also it had become the principal money·market of Europe 
and enabled the French monarchs to borrow the large sums re· 
quired for war with great facility by mortgaging their revenues. 
Aware of this ad•antage Charles V. endeavoured to turn that 
stream of commerce and under beary-penalties prohibited any 
merchant in his dominions, which then formed the bulk of ciTil
ized Europe, from making their payments in the Lyonese market, 
but directing them to Augsburg as a more convenient centre 
between Italy and the Netherls,nds. This prohibition coupled 
with the cessation of trade between the belligerent powel'B dis
concerted the whole mass· of European trade but especially 
that of Italy which was so closely mixed up with the city of 
Lyon that the latter might have been · taken for an Italian 
colony. The ~1orentines alone lent more than 1,250,000 of 
ducats to France during the war ; the Lucchese upwards of 
730,000; Genoa, Milan, Portugal and. Germany, as commer
cially represented in the Lyon money-market, also contributed 
large sums even against theiw own sovereigns ; but the com
merce there being mainly absorbed by lta.lUms this shock was. 
severely felt in all the parent states. At Lucca the w.ant of 
specie became so great that after ooining all private bullion and 
ornaments a dieelol88ion ensued about sending even chureh 
plate to the mint, so numerous were the bankruptcies. The 
market of Florence was hurt to the an1ount of 600,000 ducat$ 
and in every part of Italy a great scarcity of specie exi$ted: w~en 
this dearth was at its height Cosimo had most need of money 
for the Senese war and therefore pressed his subjects with 
forced loans and extraordinary taxation : he did not listen 
to the advice of those who urged him to imitate the emperor 
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by prohibiting money exchanges with Lyon well lmowiug the 
rQin it would bring on Florence, but more wisely resolved to 
~tract all the national benefit he could ont of existing ciroum
~ces. Knowing therefore that in consequence of the war 
Spaht was deprived of all thoee commodities that were wont to 
~ her from Lyon and Italy through France, he managed to 
~tablish a direct commerce with that country for fine Tuscan 
fabrics, such as gold thread, silks, various kinde of cloths, gold 
'bl'OQ&des and nearly all the Florentine manufactures for which 
the retQ.rn was raw ailk, wool, cochineal, pearls and other 
j~wellery. He endeavouted also to attract foreign manufac
tUJ'ers from Antwerp and various other places to settle at Pisa, 
and did persuade George Roats, a Flemish tapestry manufac
turer, and Sam.miniati, the chief silk-manufacturer of Lncoa 
with tive hlPldred workmen, to establish themselves in Florence. 
The ob.ject was to collect together and conoentrate in his own 
1;erritory every scattered remnant of Italian indutry and th118 
establish a fertile source of national revenue*; but he mistook 
lrls means whE!n in or<ier to create a home market for the sale 
of manur.ctured silks in 11>46 he placed a duty on their expor
tation, and in the same year settled a certain rate of wages for 
worlanen in the various branches of the wool-tradet. 

Venice was the only Italian state which had escaped t1ria 
general decay ; she had maintained peace and pursued its 
ol>jeeis ; but as Florence and her territory though greatly 
distresaed had never been the actual seat of war except during 
the short incursion of Piero Strozzi and its accompaniments, 
every ciroumstance favoured Cosimo 's plan, at least as a present 

• By a proclamation of 12th ~m- 12th~. 15~5.) 
l!er, 1545, any Florentine silk manu- t Leggi o Ban•ii Tos., Afi'ari di Com
lilcturer who did not return within a mercio, &c., " Gratie," isaoed 24th 
1110nth. wu outlawed and a price eet November, 1546, and Deliberazione, 
upon bla head, with great a.nd perm&- 20th December,lll47.-Leggie Ba.ndi 
nent privilege~~ for hia murderer. (Vide di Toac., Legge, 22d Feb., 15~5, and 
Leggt e Ban.iU di TOfcai'I(J, Ba'Mlo, Deliberazione, Marzo, I, 1545, 
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expedient, and all the money expended by the French army in 
Sieoa and its territory was ultimately drained off to his domi_. 
nions. With these stimulants Florentine industry began to 
revive trom that languid and depressed condition to which 
years of calamity had reduced it, and the cloth trade was more 
especially be~efited notwithstanding Cosim.o's interference with 
its internal regulations. The increase of this manufacture in 
1M9 over that of the preceding year was as twenty to sixteen 
thousand pieces of cloth ; the greatest number e-.er made during 
the republican rule having been about twenty-three thousand, 
and in 1561 even this was exceeded by seven thousand; but 
then the war and almost exclusive supply of Spain occasioned 
so rapid and unnatural an increase which afterwards declined
almost as speedily. The Levant trade had nearly ceased: 
there were but four Florentine establishments at Pera in 1554, 
and two years after only one of them existed. Cosimo however: 
learning that a Turkish envoy was at Venice immeruately 
invited him to Florence and succeeded in renewing the ancient 
treaties of commerce with that people ; but Florentine trade 
was then extinct, the place was pre-occupied and the more 
western nations too firmly established to suffer competition. 

This unrelaxing care and ready sagacity in improving everf 
casual and evanescent advantage offered by times and ciroum
stances was what chiefly enabled Cosimo to raise such sums as 
he did for war and national defence. In 1552 he imposed a 
tax on the grinding of flour for three years, but finding it easily 
evaded he varied the method of collection and supplied his 
wants by a forced loan of 200,000 ducats. This was divided 
into several classes according to their known means and is said 
to have been paid with great facility : another was imposed iJ1 
1558 and from none of them were absentees exempted, no matter 
what might be the occasion of their absence*· These and 

* Leggi e Bandi di TOIC&Da1 Legge I• e 2•, 7th October, 1552, and 9th 
December, 1MB. 
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many other searehiog branches of extnu>rdiDary taxation formed 
the principal source of Coeimo's war fund; but he also borrowed 
at Antwerp Venice and Genoa without difficulty, for his pay· 
~ents were punctual and the ease with which by the force of 
his machinery he suddenly raised vast and extraordinary exac
tions from his people never left him without resources. The 
other European princes marvelled how so much could be ex
tracted from so small a stste, for they saw him not only contri
bute his own share to the cost of war but also money to ihe 
imperial troops who generally arrived in a state of destitution 
and consequent mutiny. The Senese war cost fully 8,000,000 
of ducats, a sum exceeding that amount in pounds sterling of 
the present day : a vast effort for so small and exhausted 
a nation urged into unnatural exertion as it were by the gal
vanic in6uenee of its chief. To secure provisions for this coo
test he contracted with Genoa for a three years' supply at a 
fixed price from 1662: and in 1664 when the war increased 
consumption and distress was extreme, he, os already noticed, 
after vainly attempting to fix a price for the com market, 
supplied the country by declaring the trade free with only a 
fixed importation duty from the merchant. This mitigated the 
intensity of public suffering amidst universal scarcity and con
tributed to maintain a war in which famine, force, and a superior 
genius, assisted Cosimo against every effort of his adversaries. 

But the Duke of Florence traded with Spain and Flanders 
also on his own private account in com jewellery and Italian 
merchandize ; a pernicious custom for the general interests of 
trade, and ruin to individuals. In 1668 the scarcity had spread 
all over Italy and Sicily ; war had driven the Lombard pea· 
santry from their labours ; no seed had been sown for three 
years in the Senese territory, and in that of Florence the 
sudden revival of trade and bright prospects of gain had raised 
the commercial at the expense of the agricultural spirit, and 
grain and wine and oil were rare productions from the Tuscan 
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soil. Candia and Corsica supplied wine for the consumption 
of Pisa and Lower Tuscany, but oil became so IJCai'Ce that in 
1669 the cloth trade was supplied from Perugia Genoa Naples 
and Provence. All these things Cosimo personally overlooked ; 
he bad indeed a minister to superintend the various branches 
of public economy and private trade but no steps were taken 
without his knowledge, and autograph notes were attached to 
every document. Currency, taxes, forced loans, and all the 
Tarious and complicated modes of imposition were regulated by 
him alone even to the classification of individnals : he also 
reestablished the lottery in the form of a company, both for 
money and jewels, which gained 80,000 ducats in the first draw
ing. :Many of the most vexatious and oppressive taxes were 
imposed ostensibly for the war, but such weeds take deep root; 
they still continued in peace and finally became permanent 
branches of revenue! Leghorn was made a free port and its popu
lation encouraged by exemption from taxes and other immuni
ties ; he built and peopled the town of Porto Ferraio by similar 
means and the extension of these privileges to any foreigners 
who would colonise it : Pisa in like manner was favoured both 
in merchandize and agriculture, and under his care and presence 
began to revive from her long and melancholy depression : her 
drains were restored, her rich lands no longer swamped or 
pestilent through stagnant waters ; her university flourished ; 
the court often resided there ; the incipient order of San 
Stefano was estab'lished there ; commerce and manufactures, 
already introduced by Portuguese and other strangers, were still 
encouraged there, and everything now combined to enliven the 
aspect of that once illustrious community*· The other subject 
towns were similarly cared for and every effort was exerted 
even to the establishment of public spectacles and such amuse
ments, that might win the subject's meek and cheerful submis
sion to despotic sway. The fine arts were encoUraged with all 

• Leggi e B&ndi eli Toecana,pallim. 
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the liberality and much of the taste of the older Medici : 
artists were supported by regular salaries and encouraged by his 
notice ; they were treated, according to their talents, aa men 
of genius, 111 f11ntUmen by natur1 and aequirMMntt if not by 
birth, and were never placed in that painful equi't'OCil and 
false position which they are so often compelled though indig· 
nantly to accept in the lordly mansions and palaces of Eng· 
land. Cosimo WBB most amious to tempt Michael Angelo back 
to Florence and addressed him in terms worthy of those strong 
intellects which level worldly rank and acknowledge the nobility 
of genius even though it should illuminate the mind of a 
simple artist. "We well know," he says. " we well know th• 
" respect due to your yeara and extraordinary genius : here 
" you shall be your own master and in peace. and all our 
"endeavours shall be for your comfort and your honour." He 
could not succeed : the disease of the stone. the entreaties of 
friends and the erection of Saint Peter's compelled Buonarruoti 
to refuse*. 

In February 1560 Donna Lucrezia de' Medici was received 
at Ferrara by her husband Alphonso II. with all the tallte and 
magnificence that rendered that court famous beyond all others 
in Italy. The young Cardinal Don Giovanni accompanied his 
sister and then proceeded to Rome attended by a numerous 
suite of distinguished literary men chosen by Cosimo as his 
moat fitting companions, and with so much honour that by the 
time he entered that capital his cavalcade had swelled to the 
number of two thousand five hundred horsemen t. Pius IV. 
received him as . an adopted son, blindly prophesying that he 
would furnish a fourth pontiff to the house of Medici with 
which the holy father loved to be thought connected although 
himself a Milanese of rather humble race. Don Giovanni was 
lodged in the palace and attracted univeraal regard by his 

.. . * Galluzzi, Lib. li0 , cap. ix. and x. 
t Ciui, Vita, IJb. vii., p. 447.-Adriani, Lib. xvi., p. 1139.-Gallunl, Lib. 
iii., cap. i., p. 27 5. · 
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youth, his uncommon beauty, which says Adriani "was rather 
divine than human;" by his modesty, gravity, and well·regulated 
mind. He had been educated expressly for the Church and dur· 
ing a three months' residence at Rome showed much discretion 
and character by shunning every court intrigue, avoiding every 
corruption, and occupying his time in doing good offices to 
others as a mediator with both Cosimo and the pontiff. Pius 
soon made him Archbishop of Pisa and endeavoured to bring 
about a marriage between his eldest brother and M&n. 
Princess of Portugal, but she being· too proud to marry the 
offspring of a simple duke the Pope immediately offered to raise 
Cosimo to the kingly dignity, and this would have happened 
but for the jealousy of Philip II. which fomented by his minis· 
ters filled his mind with notions of Milan being in jeopardy 
from a secret alliance between Rome, Florence, Venice and 
Ferrara. Seeing this and unwilling to exasperate a king whose 
friendship was necessary to both, they followed the Duke of 
Alva's advice and relinquished the negotiation, which in some 
measure relieved that monarch's anxiety; for though fully 
sanctioning the election of a Spanish subject to the papacy 
Philip still looked with extreme suspicion on the unusual 
devotion of that subject to the able and powerful Medici *· 

Niccolo Orsini Count of Pitigliano now demands our atten
tion : he was one of the infamous nobles of that age whose lack of 
power alone prevented their. shining with all the notoriety of a 
Nero or a Caligula, and the transaction about to be related pre
sents a curious picture of times but little removed from those to 
which the great Florentine secretary is llCC\186d of teaching 
"Macchiavelism !" Having dispossessed his own father and left 
him without means of sustenance in a wretched state of existence 
at Rome, he oppressed his vassals, attempted the chastity of 
his son's wife, and retained the town of Soana in despite of all 

* Cini, Vita, Lib. vii., p. 446.-AdrlaDi, Lib, :nl., pp. 1140-65.
Galluzzl, Lib. iii., cap. i0 , P• 276, 
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the treaties and the entreaties of Cosimo to whom it belonged 
as a portion of the Senese dominions. Young Orsini indignaDt 
at the domestic insult consulted Cosimo about the surest mode 
of murdering his own father ; but the Duke deeming such an 
act somewhat too rough and dangerous for a son to attempt 
kindly . undertook the office, resolving to despatch him by 
other hands or eject him from Soana. He accordingly &eDt 
assassins to murder him at Pitigliano but either from want of 
courage or Niooola's precautions the attempt miscarried, and it 
was then resolved that the young Count Alexander should sur· 
prise the town of Pitigliano supported by Chiappino Vitelli with 
six thousand men. Orsini detected the plot and arrested Alex· 
ander who subsequently escaped but Vitelli marched on Sovana 
or 8oana, and the final result was a subsequent acquisition of 
that place by Cosimo *· Towards the end of October the Duke 
of Florence leaving hie son Francesco to conduct the govern
ment, proceeded from Siena to Rome attended by eight hundred 
Senese and Florentine gentlemen and their followers : at the 
gates be was received by Cardinals Borromeo and Vitelli and 
afterwards by those of Ferrara and Santa Fiore : the Floren· 
tines in Rome whether rebels friends or exiles also assembled 
to do him honour as one united body all under one common 
uniform chosen for the ooeasion, the garb of conciliation humility 
and peace! Forty of these in crimson raiment escorted the 
Tyrant of Florence from the city gate to the palace, and the 
whole population was eager to gaze on a prince whose wisdom 
prudence and good fortune had filled Italy with wonder. There 
were no doubt many friends of Cosimo's amongst the Roman 
Florentines, but more of his enemies ; wherefore his triumph 
must have been complete at beholding at his stirrup, all eager to 
do him honour, those very meu who but a few years before were 
~oving heaven and earth to annihilate him by open war and 

* .Adriani, Lib. xvi., p. 1156,- Galluzzj, Lib, iii•, cap. i•, p. 280.-Cini, 
Vita, Lib. vii•, p. 445. 
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secret 88888Sination as one of the most odious tyranta that ever 
oppreeaed a nation* I Yet Cosimo was Cosimo still! A 
little greater ; better known ; more feared, more respected. 
more formidable ; but the same inexorable tyrant of their 
country, the same Duke of Florence as in the by-gone war ! 
When after a few brief years the most generous passious and 
principles thus subside and melt under the fenour of suooessfol 
villany, hailing formerevila as a present good, the human mind 
is staggered and we ask whether any principle, save the im· 
mutability of truth and virtue, be worth a contest I 

Cosimo soon· became absolute in Rome; he directed the pontiff 
iu making preparations for a general council which, although 
well-disposed, the laUer would scarcely have had the resolution 
alone to accomplish ; but so strong was the public belief of 
Cosimo's influence, especially in the sacred college, that he had 
the credit of then nominating the future pontiff, and a paper 
inscribed "Oosimru M&licia Pontije~ Maa:imm" was placed on 
the statue of Pasquin. The council was proclaimed inN ovember 
to be held at Trent on Easter-day of the following year and 
was in fact only a revival ol the last which had been dissolved 
by war,' but with more sangnine expectations of ecclesiastical 
conciliation and religious peace t. 

Cosimo remained about a month longer healing divisions 
within and without Rome even as far as Tuscany and Lom· 
hardy, and thus strengthened and consolidated his influence 
amongst every class of that capital. On this occasion Pius IV. 
presented to the young Cardinal de' Medici his private palace and 
gardens, and to the Duchess of Florence the confiseated posses• 
sions of Bindo Altoviti on condition that they should devolve 
to Don Garzia at her death. With such favour and influence 
Cosimo returned to Florence as the most powerful prince in 
Italy, and if the vast authority of the popes be considered perhaps 

* Galluni, Lib. iii0 , cap. i 0 , p. 288.-Adrlt.~~i, Lib. x'fiO, p. 1165. 
t Platina, Vita eli Pio IV., p. 570.-lluratori, Anuali, Anno 1561. 
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with the greatest moral inB.uence of any in Europe*· On 
the twenty-fifth of November 1660 while the Duke was still at 
Rome the celebrated Andrea Doria breathed his last when 
nearly ninety-four years of age ; and if anything were wanting 
to show the opinion entertained of him, the belief that a fear
ful storm, which swept the shores of Genoa with terrible 
destruction of life and property, foretold his dissolution is 
sufficient, because such portentous honours were .in those 
days only given to crowned heads or the most illustrious 
princes of distinguished reputation t. On his return from Rome 
Cosimo spent some time in regulating the V aldi-
'1.:---- '"'·- .M and Legh . h .A.D.l561. cU~A&&Dt """' aremma, om ; at Stena e 

formed a council out of those nobles who along with the Cap
tain of the People were destined to elect the Seignory privy 
counsellors and other magistracies ; he also created an office 
called the Ocmurrxaton of the Seau to superintend the revenues; 
he strengthened the fortifications of Grosseto, sketched out 
some plans for re-peopling the .Maremma and certain improve· 
menta IU Leghorn a.Jid Dnally settled himself at Pisa !· He had • 
always been impressed with the importance of keeping up a naval 
foroe capable of defending his CO&Iilt and combating the infidels, 
and therefore instituted an order of knighthood sinrilar to that 
of .Malta which secured a permanent squadron of galleys with
out the expence of their maintenalice. Pope Pius assisted him 
with ecclesiastical funds; he also worked on the opulent vanity 
of Florence and contributed largely himself, so that on the 
sixth of November the institution of this order took place ; and 
on the festival of San Stefano, the second of August 1662, 
when he celebrated the anniversary of the battle of Marciano 
and the victory of Monte ·Murlo, that pope-saint was made 
patron of it, Oosimo himself &liJSuming the office of Grand 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. vii., p. 1147. ·
.Adriaui, Lib. xvi01 p. 1168.-Gal
luni, Lib. iii., cap. i0 , pp. 286 to 288. 
t :Marat.ori, .Anllllli, Anno 1660. 
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:t Cini, Vita, Lib. vii., p. 449. -
Adrian!, Lib. :ni., p. 1168.-Galluzzi, . 
Lib. iii., cap. ii.- .Ammirato, :t.il>. 
:u:n., p. 631. 
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Master which was made hereditary in the ducal line of Flo: 
renee. None but nobles were admitted as knights and marriage 
was no obstacle, but conjugal fidelity was one of their obliga
tions, coupled with neighbourly charity and fidelity to the Grand 
Master : they were rich, had great privileges, and very soon 
equipped a small but active squadron with which some brilliant 
exploits were subsequently achieved*· • · 

We now come to the narration of a domestic tragedy which 
is still involved in mystery and will probably never be 

A.D. lll6l. clearly elucidated, because such deeds ~ not placed on 
record by those whose testimony would render discussion use
less. In the autumn of 1562 Cosimo as was his custom made 
a journey through the provinces accompanied by the duch~ 
and :her children and remained for a while at Rosignano about 
ten miles from Leghorn for the enjoyment of sporting. The 
want of rain this year was supposed to have engendered a fever 
which spread over Italy but was particularly virulent in the 
Maremma: on the sixteenth of November Cardinal Giovanni 
de' Medici was taken ill at Rosignano and died on the twenty
first at Leghorn : his younger brother Don Garzia fell sick 
about the same time but struggled against the fever for twenty 
days and finally expired at Pisa : the duchess who had been 
long suffering from illness soon followed her children : Ferdi
nand, the fourth son, was ill in a slighter degree but ultimately 
recovered, and while still on a sick bed received from Pius IV. 
the cardinal's hat left empty by his brother's death, apparently 
at the request of Cosimo who if this be true seems not to have 
forgotten his ambition even in the midst of death and domestic 
calamity f. Such was the public account and substantially the 
same as that given by Cosimo in his letters to Don Francesco 
and Philip II. Now nothing was more likely than such attacks 

• Cini, Vita, Lib. vii., p. 451. - p. SSI. 
Aclriani, Lib. xvi., p. 1178. -Gal- t .Ammirato however eaya it wu a 
Iuzzi, Lib. iii., cap. ii.-Fontana, Pregi spontaneous act of Piua; Cini agree. 
clella Toacana.-Ammirato, J,ib.xxxv., in this, and it ia far from improbable. 
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of fever in low unwholesome districts at a moment of general 
·sickness when the town of Pietra Santa, only a few miles dis· 
tant, had been nearly depopulated and when seventy in a 
hundred were falling sick at Florence itself. Cosimo's first short 
letter to Don Francesco gives a simple account of the progress 
and fatal termination of this disease ; but his second elaborate 
epistle which tells of Don Garzia 's death appears more artificial 
and mingled with so many studied phrases of piety and resig· 
.nation, as to give the notion of insincerity. If the first letter 
spoke trUth the second must also be believed and all idea of 
crime be dissipated : if these princes were ill, one for five or six 
days and the other for twenty, it is strange that a tale of blood 
should be instantly fabricated and not only spread throughout 
Italy but extend even to the Council then sitting at Trent and be 
generally believed by the assembled prelates and ambassadors! 
AB the story ran, one brother had killed the other and the fratri· 
cide had been murdered by his own father in anger at the deed! 
Certain it is that Cosimo was esteemed fully capable of so hor
rible an act for the tale found general credit. Some peculiarities 
also occurred : the body of Giovanni was not exposed according 
to custom at Florence, a waxen image having been laid on the 
coffin instead: this might have been requisite but it had the 
appearance of mystery; it encouraged suspicion, and Cosimo bad 
too many foes, was too bitterly hated not to become the object of 
calumny whenever a fair or a foul occasion was presented : yet 
there is a curious fact mentioned by Galluzzi ; that the story 
of these murders is recorded in all the manuscript chronicles of 
the time but in none of the published historians! They differ 
.in dates and circumstances as may be supposed but prove the 
·general impreSBion, and what is worse, the universal belief in 
Cosimo's capability of so acting. There seems no reason for 
discrediting the story of a dispute between the brothers, nor that 
a slight wound might have b8en received when Don Giova.nn.\ 
was already fever-struck nor that both accidents might have 

Q2 
oi- izodb,Google 
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thu oombined to cause his death; and we naturally seek for some 
extenuating circumstances in contemplating so horrible a deed: 
but in whate'fer way it occurred the blow mut have been terrible 
to Cosimo 'a ambition if not to his paternal love ; this boy was, his 
favourite, and his early promotion gave the Duke, who was still 
in the 'figour of life, reasonable expectations of seeing him in the 
chair of Saint Peter. His grief and indignation against the de· 
stroyer of his hopes must therefore have been excessive, and it i3 
possible that a man so familiar with the dagger and the bowl 
might have given way to fury even against his own oftSpring ; and i 
from habitual self·COJDIWIDd, its outbreak and mastery over such ' 
a spirit would have been so much the more·terrible. His own 
letter describes Don Garzia as convalescent when Giovanni died, 
but adds "he uaa wadmly ,,u,a wMh a """fever, and it h«mm1s 
MCeuary to blud him" •. Now it is far from improbable, if the 
quarrel between the two brothers be correctly stated, that just 
before this sudden relapse the duchess, as the story declares, 
might have taken her favourite Don Garzia to implore his 
father's forgiveness while his fury was still unabated, and thnt 
then the deed was done ; but it does not necessarily follow that 
be was killed on the spot, and an illness of ten or twelve days 
is no unusual consequence of a mortal wound. If the narrative 
of these murders is true the Floren~ne historians were not likely 
to record it while the Medici ruled in Florence, and private 
family records are precisely what should be searched for the 
prevailing belief, if not for the veracity of such occurrences. The 
story was in fact so current in the Council of Trent where it 
was received from Rome, that the Duke's ambassador Giovanni 
Strozzi officially informed his master of the circumstance. 
Botta, Muratori, Galluzzi and Sismondi all mention this 'tragedy 
with various judgment ; the latter citing De Thou and the 

• SiiiiDondi, vol. xii., p. 180.-Cini, p. 534.-.Adriani,Lib,:nii.,p.l273.
Lib. vii•, p. 460.-Galluzzi, Lib. iii•, Muratori, Anno 1562.-Botta, Storia 
eap.iii.,'I).21.-Ammirato,Lib.xuv., d'ltalia, Lib.lrii., p. 117, 12mo, Ed. 
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manll8Cript chronicle of " &tlirlumi * ;" but the followmg acoount 
is from the "Origim 11 D~ dlllla CtJ~G t/4' Mlldici," 
a manuscript history of the family,:which as it seema to be that 
generally received by modern histGriaos may be here traoa
Jated, the date bowe'fer being erroneous. " And thus finding 
himself with a good large family the Lady Eleoaora. his wife 
went willingly with him to Piea, eepecially· in winter, for 
the purpose of avoiding the sharp air of Florence u well 
88 the (l()DSpiraciea of the Flo1'8ntinee. Repairing to the 
best sporting country for his own gl'eat satiafaotion and the 
delight of his eone who were continually diverting themaelvee 
in this Dl&D.Der, there happened a etraDge accident : for some 
morning about the month of February 1662 (November?) 
the Cardinal of Medicis, second son of Duke Cosimo began 
to dispute about the sports of the tield with Don Guzia 
his brother, and eon of the same Grand Duke. The cause 
of this dispute was a goat, and both coming to high words 
and worse deeds, Don G&l'Zia drew his sword and wounded 
Cardinel Giovanni severely in the thigh. The Duke Cosimo 
hearing a scuflle ran to the place where he heard this noise 
and 6nding mischief already done applied the dreesings with 
his own hand and instantly sent olf to Florence for Master 
A.Btonio Venturini surgeon from Sarzana; but be<Buse the 
sword had Jl8888d quite through the tlUgh and the muscles 
of the same, for which thing there was little remedy, the poor 
aeignor after a few day& died at. Leghorn. The Duke . being 
at i?isa on his return to Florence; the duchesa (who loved 
Don G&l'Zia 88 she loved her own eyes) bowing that he had 
committed a great crime, but. thinking that the father's anger 

* ./'{otizie da Palazzo di Pw dG rate where I could coDfrollt it with 
A11gWilleli."- De Thou, "H~ good authoritlet. An old eopy of thll 
Ufti«r1el." 8ettilll&lli i• well known :MS. Ia now In my oWD ,-..loa, tho 
bot kept eeeret and difficult of --. date of which, from the cbancter of 
The " Qrigirte e .Du~ delkl. the writing, il p10b&bly of dae •""· 
CIIIG de MerJici.," I liaYe foUBd accu- teeath ceatury. 
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was past, ealled Don Garzia to her and said, • Go Don Garzia 
• to your father's presence and on your lmee8 ask pardon for 
• the fault you have been guilty of. • He, prompt at his mother's' 
command immediately obeyed, presenting himself before the 
Duke hiS father. But the blood was still boiling; the duchess 
was in too much baste : the father on seeing the son, although 
humbly and With eyes full of tears be sought pardon for the 
crime he had committed, not heeding -what his boy was saying 
and still overcome by rage, without regarding anything seized !· 
on his sword and with one· blow despatched him. The duc~ess 
bearing of the shocking event wa& instantly ovenioine by so 
bitter a grief that taking to her bed she closed her eyes and 
overcome by sorrow most miserably died. . The three bodies 
came to Florence in coffins; the people and the citizens making 
a great tUmult because of this accident. By the death of these 
personageS the felicity of that family terminated, for in beauty 
of countenance they all three resembled angela "*. 

This tale is simply told and accompanied by so many circum
stances as tO impart considerable weight to its authority : other 
manuscripts say that the duchess accompanied Don Ga.rzfa· tO 
CoSioio's prefience and saw him murdered; but wiih some trifling 
variation in circumstanees the substance of all is said to be the 
ilame· and shows the general belief in Cosimo 's guiltiness. Eleo: 
nora herself was not much regretted ; though very charitable she 
teemed with Spanish pride, bad but little intercourse with the 
dames · of Florence ·and was ever. surrounded by her oountr.f
people : she however was the only channel to the Duke's favour 
and thus far lamented, for she alone could smooth his angry 
moods, and maintained her influence to the last. 

Tliese melancholy events did not at once detach Cosimo from 
his duties or interests, but they seem in conjunction with severe 
.constitutional disorders to have decided hiin in the accomplish
ment of a design which he had long been meditating, namely 

• "Origine e Descenclenza delb Caaa de• Medici;' MS.," folio 265. 
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the partiill resignation of his sovereign authority to Don Fn.n· 
ceeco. The latter was . recalled from Madrid, but not imme
diately ass<iciated with his father's government, for 
Cosimo employed the year 1663 in regulating and .A..D.lMa. 

augmenting his navy, then commanded by Duke Alexander's 
natural son Giulio de' Medici; and also in disciplining the 
crews and exercising the knights of San Stefano in their new 
profession. Abroad, the Duke was occupied in accelerating 
his sen's marriage with the Archduchess Giovanna of Austria 
and. in settling a dispute of precedence between Florence and 
Ferrua a question to ·which ftSt and even ridiculous import· 
ance was attached in· those ceremonious days. At last in the 
menth of May 166(, being reduced by sickness, with passions 
weakened, ambition blunted, and a desire for peace 1 

d nal aft A.D. !*. 
an perso repose; er seven·and-twenty years 
of arduous and difticult government in the most trying times ; 
Coirimo, the jealous, grasping, high-reaching Cosioio astonished 
Italy and the world by resigning public affairs to his son's 
oianagement and thus steadying him betimes on the throne 
of Tuscany. The general tranqnillity of Europe and perfect 
calm of Italy favoured !his act which was formally ratified on 
the first of May, but substantially under the following condi
tions and restrictions. He retained the ducal title and supreme 
authority over all Florentine Tuscany ; the marquisate of Cas.; 
tiglione della Pescaia ; the nomination of his naval and mili_. 
tary commanders and the ·governor and subaltern authorities of 
Siena; the revenues of all Senese allodial possessions, and the 
mineS 'and revenues 'of Pietra Santa : he preserved an excltisive 
right to the use of every ducal· palace and villa and to all his 
moveable property, with certain c~mmercial capitals and creditS 
Within and without the state. No governors or military com~ 
inanders were to be nominated or displaced without his permis· 
sion ; no part of the territory was to be alienated, the works 
at the Pitti palace were to be continued at Don Fn.ncesco's 
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oost and a liberal salary was to be paid to the young cardinal 
Don Ferdinand. As thls act of abdication derived its force and 
vigour entirely from his will, so in case of dispute it was to be 
interpreted by that alone, which he resolved should still reign 
paramount in Tuscany. 

A proceeding so unlooked for surprised every body and he . was 
even suspected of aspiring to the papacy, but the abdication was 
really superficial ; Francesco became a simple lieutenaDt and 
supreme power remained essentiaUy with Cosimo; he thus threw 
etf the drudgery of government, secured a quiet succession 
for his son, and cleared himself from the charge of ambition 
with which he had been generally taunted*· 

Don Francesco at twenty·four years of age ass1Uiled the title 
of Prince Regent on his father's birth-day the eleventh of June 
15 64 and received the prompt submission of both states but the 
good-will of neither, for he possessed more than Cosimo's most 
odious qualities without his talents. The latter after arranging 
what was necessary for his own diguityand comfort retired to the 
pleasures of a country life and comparative tranquillity; with· 
out however renouncing all attention to the government or 
entirely ceasing to watch Don Francesco's proceedings. For 
this purpose he gave him Bartolommeo Conoini as minister and 
through him influenced. the Regent's measures while he secured 
a certain channel of information. Neither did Cosimo abandon 
his navy but energetically promoted every improvement ; of 
ten galleys which he ordered to be built five were entirely at 
his own expense, the crews of the rest were maintained . by 
Philip who was joined by eight of them in his great African 
expedition f. About this time the Corsican insurrection led by 
Sampiero against Genoese oppression was at its height and 
twice had these insurgents offered the sovereignty of their island 

* Mecatti, Storia Cronolog. - Cini, -Adriani, Lib. nii•, p. 1276. 
Vita, Lib. vii•, p. •6•. - Oallnzzi, + Mecatti, vol. ii•, p. 727 .-Ammi
J,ib. iii•, cap. m•, p. 118.-.Ammirato, rato, Lib. :axv., p. 539,- Aclrial!lt 
Lib.:zxxv.,p. &37.-Muratori, Anuali. Lib. xviii•, p. 1280, 
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to Cosimo ; but he feared the odium of disturbing the peace of 
Italy, was too prudent to enter singly on his own account into 
a war with such a · naval power as Genoa, and not generous 
enough to assist the brave Corsicans on theirs ; 80 with a few 
nominal succo\U'8 as a mark of courtesy to Sampiero and veu.· 
tion to the Genoeee, he quietly left. them to their fate*· 

The most remarkable occurrence of this year was the death 
of Michelangelo Buonarruoti an artist whose works in architec· 
ture, sculpture and painting have for more than three centuries 
been the wonder and admiration of the world. This great Jn&D 

possessed the rare merit of never having been even accused of 
crime or immorality during an activelife of ninety years' dura· 
tion, and in an age when all moral ties were habitually broken 
despised and ridiculed ! His body was brought to Florence 
where a magnificent public funeral did honour to his memory ; 
but only after having been clandestinely smuggled from Rome in 
a bale of merchandise! It was buried in San Lorenzo. Two days 
after his decease the great Galileo entered this world as if to com· 
pensate mankind for his loss t ! On the Emperor Ferdinand's 
deaili in June 1664 the negotiations for a marriage between the 
Prince Regent and Giovanna of Austria were renewed with his 
son Maximilian II. and to facilitate it Pius IV. wanted to make 
Tuscany an arch-duchy 80 that the Medici might equal Gio
vanna in dignity, but the emperor objected to this and the idea 
was abandoned. Lucrezia de' Medici Duchess of Ferrara died 
and not without suspicions of foul play on the part of her 
husband, who was now affianced to Giovanna's sister the Arch· 
duchess Barbara : both marriages were to have been cele
brated in Trent but the disputes for precedence prevented this 
and each prince was married in his own dominions. Carlo 
Borromeo whom Pius IV. had despatched to honour Fran
cesco's nuptuals was suddenly recalled in consequence of the 

• Adrian!, Lib. :nlii0, p. 1287.- t OMena tore Fiorentino, Yol. 1'., p. 
Amurirato, Lib. DX1'., p. 537.--Gal· 33.-.Ammirato, Lib. U%1'., p. 1138. 
Iuzzi, Lib. Iii., cap. Iii., p. •a. 
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pontiff's illness; and his death on the ninth of December 1665 
threw a gloom over the marriage of Giovanna which seemed 
almost to foretel her subsequent unhappiness: She was received 
at !<,Iorence with such taste and splendour as were alone 
equalled by the reception given to her sister at Ferrara then 
the most brilliant court in Italy : yet she came to a dwelling 
of seduetion, adultery, ~urder, and f!!Very other infamy, all 
covered with a gold-bespangled veil*· Cosimo taking advantage 
· of profound peace and abundant revenues determined 
A. D. 1565' to build a strong frontier town on the ecclesiastical 
confines near Castrocaro touching the territory of Forli, but 
while the priest, as was then usual, performed the ceremony of 
laying the comer stone the sky became suddenly overcast with 
a dark mass of clouds and the whole country was thrown into 
deep shadow, all but that single spot marked out for the incipient 
fortress : this was taken as a favourable omen and the place 
immediately received the appellation of " Terra del Sole." On 
the confines of Urbino too, near Sestina be built another town, 
and a third in the vicinity of "Pisve di Santo Bufano" called 
" SaBBO di Simone," all for the strengthening of his frontier: with 
eqUal providence Cosimo took advantage of peace to cast artillerj 
il.nd maintain his defences in an efficient state, feeling war to 
be the time for benefiting by preparations already made, not for 
making them ; and when the archduchess, or as she was then 
called, the Queen Giovanna entered Florence towards the end 
· · of" this year, Cosimo was enabled to send her an escort 
A.D. 1666. f ~ th infan d . h · o 10ur ousand regular try an five undred 
light horse all well equipped, in perfect discipline, and ready for 
the field t. 
· Pius IV. was one of those pontiffs who without giving much 
promise in the seci>nd rank won golden opinions in the first ; 

• Meeatti, Storia Cronologica di Toe- d'ltalia, Lib. :di., p. 157.-Ammirato, 
cana.-Orig. e Deet-.en•. de' Medici.- Lib. :zxxv., p. 5.0. 
Clni, Lib, vii0 , p. 4 71 .-Galluni, Lib, t Ammirato, Lill • .uxv., p. 538. 
iii., cap. iv., p. 59.- Botta, Storia 
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a tact as regarded public affairs, in some degree perhaps the 
e<>1186quenoo of Cosimo's prudent influence. Be this aa it may; 
he left behind him a clwacter for virtue disinterestedness and 
patriotism unstained by the usual crimes and 'ricet of popes 
and applauded in the memory of his subjects. He reassembled 
and terminated the Council of Trent with a sincere intention 
of executing its decrees ; he reformed the &man tribunals; 
maintained peaee and abundance in his dominions, promoted 
men of reputation to the purple, and thus laid the foundation 
for better pontificates ; he avoided nepotism, ornamented &me, 
imd with great experience of the world united considerable 
erudition and au extraordinary memory. His nephew the 
Cardinal Carlo Borromeo influenced a large portion of the 
s8.cred college, and against their inclinations but from a disinter· 
ested con'riction of his merit, persuaded them w choose Michele 
Ghislieri, called the Cardinal Alessandrino, chief Inquisitor 
of &me. His election was published on the seventh of 
January 1666 w the great terror and mortification ·of the 
&mans, who expected a second Caraft'a, nor did the beneficent 
name of Pius V. abate their consternation. When informed 
of this he exclaimed" We trust with God's assistance w act in 
!• such a way that the Romans will be more sorry for our death 
''than for our election"*· 
· From the " Fra Michsu deU' InquUione" as he was named, 
no mildness was expected, so that his first acts agreeably sur· 
prised the world : yet he had full provocation for any reform 
however rigid when fifty thousand lasci'rious friars were swarm· 
ing over Italy, and plunged in titter licentiousness had become 
a national calamity ! The nuns also, as might be expected with 
such visiwrs w .confess them, forgot their vows, welcomed their 
P,U'8IDOUrB, and gave ample scope for the reproof and ridicttle 
of heretiest. Pius V. lauded Cosimo's religious zeal as shown 
(.. ; 

* Platina, Vite, p. 576.-Muratori, .Aunall. 
t Botta, Lib. xii, P• 162.-Gallu2Zi, Lib. ill", Cap. iY., p. 63. 
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by his naTal operations against the infidels, and although the 
latter disapproved of the papal election a mutual compact was 
soon concluded between them for the surrender of criminals 
belonging to either state if demsnded, and against making the 
frontier line a bar to the pursuit of obnoxious individuals what
ever might be their offence. The first fruit of this was Cosimo 's 
infamous abandonment of his friend and favourite Piero Carne
secchi to the pontiff's inquisitorial zeal and religious bigotry. 

Carnesecchi was a Florentine of high family who through good 
and evil fortnne had steadily adhered to the Medici : he had 
been secretary to Clement VII. was protected by Catharine of 
Medicis, and believed himself to be one of the most intimate 
friends and favourites of Cosimo. Tired of Rome, after the 
death of Clement he sought the company of learned men in 
both France and Italy and amongst them the principal reformel'8 
of the time, such as his countryman Peter Martyr, Bernardo 
Occhino of Siena, Melancthon and others, and thence became 
imbued with heretical opinions. Catharine of Medicis, who 
was more of a politician than a fanatic, protected him from the 
Inquisition in France ; but removing to Venice he was again 
summoned, yet saved by Cosimo 's dexterity from ap~ at 
Rome until the pontificate of Pius IV. enabled him to go there 
with safety. By the Duke's influence, after a bold defence, he 
was pronounced free from heretical pollution and acknowledged 
as a true Catholic and obedient son of the Church: this warning 
.was however not sufficient to deter Carnesecchi from continuing 
his intercourse with heretics or assisting the escape from Tus
cany of Pietro Gelido da San Miniato called " Il Pero," a· man 
of great talent and learning who had also ser:yed Clement VU. 
and afterwards Cosimo at the court of Frand"e. The Duchess 
Renata of Ferrara had converted and protected "11 Pero" both 
in France, where she had subsequently retired, and previodsly 
in Italy, and Carnesecchi's conversation confirmed his heretical 
opinions. While in France 11 Pero incurred the queeu's displea-

oi- izodb,Google 
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sure and fled to Geneva where he became a minister of the church 
and a ruined man: from Geneva he entreated the exertion of 

, Cosimo's influence for the assembly of a council in the centre 
of Germany and the pontift"s personal attendance there, Car
neeecohi as was believed, having suggested such application to 
the Duke. All this was well known; wherefore Pius V. 
believing C~esecchi to be a leader of Italian hereay deter
mined to crush him, and although Cosimo well knew that his 
friend on quitting Florence was destined to the block the 
gibbet or the stake, yet when placed in contact with political 
interests all friendship evaporated I He vainly attempted to 
save Carneseoohi by attributing his errors to mental vacillation 
rather than mature conviction, an assertion which was negatived 
thirteen months after by that martyr's unflinching resolution at 
the stake. On the twenty-first of September 1567, he calmly 
received his sentence and the flame-painted and devil·sprinkled 
cloak called " Sambmito" was thrown over him; execution was 
postponed for ten days at Cosimo 's entreaty in order to give time 
for recantation, but Uarnesecchi remained firm, despised death, 
and perished by decapitation and the Hames. His behaviour was 
a fine example of the force of religious principle ; perhaps his 
persecutor was no Jess sincere in his mistaken zeal ; but Cosimo 
had no such excuse. Carnesecchi insisted on appearing at his 
execution in new linen with new and ornamented gloves (the 
only parts of his dress left uncovered by the" Sambenito') and 
met his flte with a spirit worthy of any martyr to religious 
opinions. This bigoted and bloody act, then common in Spain 
and England, was new in Italy and filled the land with dread : 
each individual trembled for himself, for his friends, and his 
kinsfolk ; confidence was destroyed, and hardly a religious 
whisper disturbed the silence, even of the most secret chambers 
in Florence *· 
• Botta, Storia, Lib. xii., P• 174.- -Adriani, Lib. Jrix., p. 13.S.-Am
Galluu.i, J..ib. ili0 , cap. lv., pp. 65-72. mirato, Lib. :u:xv., p. 5,2, 
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Cosimo by thus immolating one of his dearest friends on the 
altar of political interest and fanaticism, spread terror and inse
curity through his dominions and cleared the way for succeeding 
horrors : Aonio Paleario and the Socinians had sown suspicious 
seed in Siena and bitter fruits were produced ; men and women 
were equally pursued with all the wrath of bigotry, and even 
the Pisan university soon became destitute of scholars and pro
fessors ; five women were burned at Siena, and the witch and 
the philosopher bound band in band were dragged together 
before the dismal inqnisitors *! Yet these were the days of 
Tasso, Ariosto, and Sannazzaro ! But what can avail against 
bigotry? What slavery equals that of the mind? What delu
sions, what errors are more mischievous than those of religion ? 
. As a widower, Cosimo unscrupulously indulged his natural 
temperament and made Eleonora degli Albizzi his mistress with 
her father's consent ! Times were sadly changed since her 
great ancestor Rinaldo drove the first Cosimo trembling from 
his country ! What would the proud Albizzi of those turbulent 
-but high·spirited times have felt could they have foreseen that 
one of their own descendants had consented to sacrifice his 
daughter's honour to the passions of the worst tyrant of the 
rival race ! Virginius stabbed his child to save her from a 
similar calamity : but the Florentines were not Romans_! 
Cosimo's affection for this beautiful girl increased so rapidly 
that Don Francesco became alarmed lest it should end in mar
riage; his fear was augmented by reports from the Duke's 
chamberlain Sforza Almini who revealed many particulars and 
.advised him to speak to his father on the subject. This imprudent 
counsel was followed and the Duke's rage became unbounded! 
So deadly was his fury that even the life of Francis might have 
paid for his temerity had not Cosimo first cooled his passion iu 
the blood of Sforza whom he stabbed to the heart and then 
calmly resumed his ordinary amusements! Eleonora, after bear-

• Botta, Lib. xii., p. 180. 

:; 
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iog one son, was married to Carlo Panciatichi with a large portion, 
but disagreeing with her husband she attracted the attentions 
of Cosimo's youngest son Piero, and finally expired in a coo· 
vent*· The death of Sampiero before Ajaccio in 1667 left his 
son in command of the insurgents and through hlm they made 
another offer of the Corsican sovereignty to Cosimo who refused 
it, although offered every assistance by Queen Catharine of 
France ; he feared to offend King Philip, whlch was 
exactly what she desired, but contented herself with ~D.l6S7. 
borrowing 100,000 ducats from Don Francesco to foment dis
turbance at home. Meanwhile the absurd contest for precedence 
between Florence and Ferrara continued with un
mitigated asperity after Lucrezia de' Medici's death A.D. lS68: 

and Alphonso's second marriage. It had been referred to the 
Pope and emperor successively and together, but in vain ; 
Alphonso wished for the latter's decision, Cosimo for that of the 
former ; punctilios jealousies and objections bristled up on eTery 
aide and the question at length furnished argument writing 
and printing for all the civilians of Italy. The power an« 
antiquity of both countries were contrasted, the rights of the 
dukedom and republic compared ; numberless definitiooa of 
nobility and merit were discussed ; comparisons were drawn 
between the Ani, the Guelji, the Obizzi, and the Ercoli of 
Ferrara on one side; and the Coami, the Lortmzi, the Pieri, 
and the Giovanni on the other. Parallels were made between 
origins from commerce and origins from arms ; nothing was 
left unmoved or uoaifted by the contending advocates ; an4 
when the two races were exhausted they began to pull the two 
countries to pieces. The Ferrarese marshes were not to be 
named with the beautiful plains of Florence, but then the Arno 
must cede to the grander Po whose lofty embankments towered 
far above the Medician edifices ; and no doubt could be enter· 

• Origine e Dcacendenza della Cua de' :Medici.-Oalluui, Lib. iii., cap. iv. 
p. 7 4, et «q. 
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tained of the superior dignity and convenience of the latter 
river to the former whose southern position reduced it to a still 
deeper inferiority ! Besides this, Ferrara was more open and 
ooDBequently more healthy than Florence inclosed as the 
latter was between two ranges of mountains ! Such was the 
puerile elwacter of this dispute which nevertheless so excited 
the minds of all as to descend to the very peasantry ; on the 
Garfagnana frontier the inhabitants actually commenced hos· 
tilities for the dignity of their respective dukes, and more 
serious warfare became imminent! But the time having expired 
when the courts of Rome and Vienna were bound to decide 
Cosimo wisely suggested tO Pius V. that the simplest way of 
settling the matter would be to fulfil his predecessor's inten· 
tiona and make a grand duchy of Tuscany ; for, said Cosimo, 
as one pope bad made Charlemagne an emperor there could be 
no doubt of another pope's power to create a grand ·duke. Such 
reasoning pleased, and moreover wa8 unanswerable; -v~·herefore 

on the twenty-fourth of August 1669 a bull appeared to that 
eft'eet. In this was delineated the form of the new diadem 
which unlike the French Spanish or imperial crowns was 
radiated like that of the ancient kings, alternate with the Flo
rentine lily; and "Benejicio Pii V. Pcmt. Ma:e." was inscribed 
on the circle. The bull which was signed on the twenty· 

seventh of August recapitulated the antique power 
A.D. U61J. d • f T b ~~:oll ticed an menta o useany, ut more esl"""""' y no 
those of Cosimo himself; his zeal for the purity of religion ; 
for the persecution of heretics; his promptness in delivering 
them up to justice ; and his subeOurs to France in the cause of 
the faith. Nor was his holy zeal as it shone in the order of 
San Stefano forgotten, nor the unrelaxing efforts of his navy 
against the infidels, nor his assistance to the ilflperial crown for 
the same purpose. These merits rendered Coaimo worthy of 
more exalted rank and thenceforth he was to take precedence 
of all other dukes and princes and be considered inferior to 
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kiDgs alone. This traosaction was concealed by Pius, but 
Coeimo deemed it prudent to inform Philip and the emperor ; 
they both acquiesced, and the Huguenots' defeat at Ja.rnac wi~ 
the death of Conde was 80 pleasing to the Catholic world that 
Pius did not seek a more favourable oceasion to proclaim the ex
altation of 8 priDce who with men and money had assisted in the 
war. The pope's nephew Don Michele Bonelli at last brought 
the bull to Florence and Cosimo on the thirteenth of Decem
ber was installed with impQSing magnificence as GRA1U> Duo 
OF TuscANY. Be now assumed the title of MOST 
8 H d . . Ro . FL.- A.D.lSI'G. 

ERENE IGBNBSS, an rep8ll108 to me m eucu· 
ary 1570 was crowned by the pontiff himself, notwithstanding 
all the remonstrances of the Spanish and imperial ambas· 
sadors who had orders 80 to act through the Duke of Ferrara's 
influence *. 

Thus did Cosimo reap the benefit of Carnesecchi's death; 
and it was remarked as an iustance of his sagacity that a pope 
whose election he had not supported and of which he disap
proved ; 8 pope haughty and severe to evwry other priDce in 
Europe, should evince such friendship for him! But Pius V. , 
who with all his bigotry was 8 far better and sincerer man than 
Cosimo ; appreciated the sacrifice of his favourite Carnesecchi 
and his profound devotion to the Church at a much higher value 
than the latter did. The only effect of the imperial protest 
therefore was to draw Pius and Cosimo more closely together and 
make them assert their entire independence of the empire : 
after this the Grand Duke endeaYoured to impress on the 
pontiff's mind the neC688ity of promptly opposing 8 strong and 
universal resistance to the Turks who were then preparing for 
the conquest of Cyprus, or else expect an invasion of Italy. 
He sketched a plan for the. purposed league and after persaad
ing Pius to commence the necessary negotiations with ·Spain 
" Cioi, Vita, Lib. Yii., p. 482.-Am- pp. 98-109.-Adriaoi, Lib. n", PP• 
mirato, Lib. :an., p. 648.-Moratori, 1S04-1508. 
Aooali.-Gall112Zi, Lib. iii'>, cap. iY", 
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and V eniee, and managing to have no less than sixteen ~ 
nals created to overpower the Farnesian party in conclave, be 
returned triumphantly to !!'Iorence *· 

The wrath of Maximilian II. was deep and loud against 
Pius V. and Cosimo: he confirmed the protest, threatened war, 
forbid any .German prince to acknowledge the new title, waa 
blamed and ridiculed by them all, and the whole German priest
hood supported the pontiff. But the emperor bad other causes 
of anger arising from the following incident, which were pro
bably augmented by the complaints of his sister Giovanna. 

When the corridor from the Pitti palace to the Palazzo 
Vecchio was commenced by Michael Angelo's friend and pupil 
Giorgio V asari, it became neCessary to remove or do consider
able injury to several houses that interfered with the design, 
and amongst others to that of Antonio Martelli which was con
tiguous to the corridor. Martelli was a gentleman of noble 
but reduced family with two daughters, one of them his pove·rty 
bad obliged him to give in marriage to a shoemaker named 
Ghinucci, by whom she bad a daughter called Violante, and 
two sons. The other sister Camilla was about twenty-four 
years of age, fair beautiful and of a lofty spirit ; of singular 
modesty and good feeling, and with " a pair of etes like two 
brilliant stars." Wandering one morning in the unfinished 
building she accidentally met the Duke who being struck with 
her beanty and manners next morning made a visit to the bouse 
~f Martelli, and from hour to hour becoming more entangled 
he ultimately succeeded, and she sunk a half-reluctant victim 
to ambition if not a willing one to love. When in Rome for 
his coronation, Cosimo acknowledged this amongst other errors 
to the pope, who unhesitatingly urged him to do Justice and 
avoid future sin by an immedia~ marriage, and this was 
acoomplished on his return to Florence. Martelli being pre-

* Adriani, Lib. ::rxi., pp. 1510-1521. Galluzzi, Lib. iii•, cap. vi., pp. I 10-
-Ammirato, Lib. xn'O", p. SSO.- 114. 
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sent at the ceremony asked if the Duke wished it to be 
known; receiving an affirmative answer he immediately issued 
forth in a fine dress and appeared, what he really was, a gen
tleman of high birth. Showing himself in the Mercato 
Ntun~o, then the principal resort of the nobility and richer 
citizens, he strutted about with unusual gravity; his brother
in-law Alamanno de Pazzi observed this, and addressing him 
by his nick-name exclaimed " Ho ! Balencio ! what bravery is 
" this? What has happened to you to-day ? " " What ? " 
replied Martelli, "have you not heard?" "No." "Why 
" I have married my daughter Camilla." " To whom?" " To 
"whom!" repeated Martelli contemptuously, "Why, does not 
" everybody know?" " I at least do not," rejoined Alamanno. 
" To the Grand Duke OoBimo ! " " I wish you joy with all 
"my heart," said Pazzi and instantly hurrying to the palace 
and requesting an audience congratulated the prince in a some
what familiar tone on his njece's marriage. " We have no 
rdatiom but emperors, kings, and dukes," answered Cosimo 
while he bowed him contemptuously from his presence. 

Antonio Martelli became a knight of San Stefano and Maria 
the shoemaker's wife was advanced in dignity (her husband 
having been previously murdered, as is said, by Cosimo's com
mand) and then re-married to a Spanish merchant named 
Baldassare Suarez who being rich in possessions and character, 
was made a knight of San Stefano and subsequently filled high 
offices in Florence. The unlucky shoemaker's' two sons were 
commanded to change their name to Martelli ; their sister 
Violante after the Grand Duke Francesco's death became his 
brother the Grand Duke Ferdinand's mistress, and on his mar
riage, she was united to Giulio Ricci of Montepulciano. After 
a few years Ricci died and she returned to Florence, when Fer
dinand, being tired of his wife Christina of Lorraine, blithely re
sumed his first amours and made secret visits through the new 
corridor, which gave him ingress to several of the adjoining houses. 

R2 -
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The grand duchess waa not blind or tame, wherefore addressing 
the Cavaliere Serguidi she said, " Go to Vio1ante and tell her 
" from me to quit Florence within one hour, and not presume 
" to come within twenty miles of it or attempt to return with
" out my especial leave : this I conclude will be sufficient 
" warning, for she will not find me another Giovanna of 
" Austria"*· 

By Camilla Martelli Cosimo had one illegitimate daughter, 
Virginia, whom he afterwards acknowledged as his own; but 
the marriage waa secretly deplored by his family, complained of 
by the Archduchess Giovanna in her correspondence with Maxi· 
milian, and indignantly resented by the latter in a note which 
she imprudently showed to Cosimo, receiving from him a firm 
and dignified reply t. These causes of anger rendered Maxi
milian implacable, but the pontiff and Cosimo mot"e resolute : 
Catherine of Medicis needing the pope's aid and proud. of her 
race, promptly acknowledged the new title; Philip II. acqui
esced as regarded Florence but denied that Siena could be 
included without injury to his feu4al rights : by the Swiss and 
Duke of Savoy Cosimo's new rank was admitted and even 
Elizabeth of England cheerfully concurred : the Diet at Spires 
to whom Maximilian referred this question tried to arrange it 
amicably without taking any interest in the dispute, wherefore 
on seeing his supporte1'B fall off the emperor for a while became 
more placable but soon broke out afresh at the suggestions of 
Alfonso : he entreated Cosimo to renounce the new dignity 
and submit to him, from whom he might expect higher honours, 
and roundly asserted that the Diet had even condemned it as 
prejudicial to the empire. This waa false, for the Diet had 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iii. , cap. vi., p. 117. them. They at least ahow the belief 
-Origine e Descendenza dei Medici, and mannen, the "form and~ 
fol. 279, MS.-I have never eeen all of the time," u they related to tho 
theee detaila in print, but have alwaya Medici. 
found the MS. correct where it could t Galluz.zi, Lib. iii., cap. vi., pp. US
be compared with other known anthon, 120. 
and therefore have nntured to give 
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come to no conclusion ; but . Spain bad procrastinated until 
the league between the Pope Venice and herself 

• . • A.D. 1571. 
was termmated when the Span1Bh ambassador at 
Rome again protested. Pius V. became irritated and boldly 
defied Philip, declaring that both he and Cosimo well knew 
how to defend their acts, and the latter his dominions : the 
ambassador's proceeding was accompanied by every sign of 
royal displeasure and a report arose that Philip repenting his 
relinquishment of Siena intended to recover it by force of anns 
and make his natural brother Don John of Austria lord of that 
city. A reenforcement · of the Pruidij and :new Italian levies 
gave some strength to this rumour, while Allonso boasted of 
his power to bring down all the German Protestants upon the 
plains of Italy. Cosimo although well assured of safety by his 
spies at both courts, yet considered it wise to strengthen 
Grosseto and Pistoia which with Pisa had been already recon
noitred by Ferrarese officers*· 

Aware that single-handed he could not resist Spain the 
Grand Duke resolved to take advantage of the general state of 
Europe and especially of France to defend himself. Peace had 
been made with the Huguenots and that kingdom enjoyed an 
apparent calm, but restless spirits still worked and bigotry was 
not extinguished, hardly cooled : for this reason Montmorency 
desired to tum the general wrath on an adversary whom all 
hated and most of. them abhorred, and so give vent to the ill
humours that he foresaw would soon break out afresh in one 
shape or other. A league was accordingly proposed against 
Spain which was to be attacked in Flanders by France England 
and the Prince of Orange ; the German Protestants were to 
combine and keep Maximilian in check; Savoy, Genoa, and if 
possible Florence, were to fall on the Spaniards in Northern 
Italy, and the conquest of Naples was to followt. Genoa and 

* Cini, Vita, Lib. vili•, P• 497. 185.-.Adriaui, Lib. m•, pp. 1556 to 
t O.Uuzzi, Lib. iii•, cap. vi., PP• 132- 1562. 
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Corsica were offered to Cosimo as the price of his alliance, and 
money was demanded of him for the Prince of Orange as a 
pledge of his junction : he however knew the exhausted condi· 
tion of France, the difficulty of effecting a permanent union 
between Catholic and Protestant, and foresaw that he should 
be ultimately sacrificed, yet availed himself of this overture 
to alarm Philip and discover his real intentions*· Cunning 
as Cosimo was he dealt with knaves as cunning as himself 
and received indefinite answers ; but he created an alarm 
which was made evident by redoubled vigilance in watching 
all his movements whiJe oompleting the defences of his 
frontier. 

The " Holy Leagtt8" as it was called, the suggestion of 
Cosimo, appeared in the form of a powerful armament under 
Don John of Austria as generalissimo, and the ecclesiastical 
general Marcantonio Colonna as second in command. Cosimo 
became anxious to join but was prevented by Pbilip on account 
of the titulary dispute, yet he furnished twelve galleys, for six of 
which the pontiff allowed him 760 ducats a month each, the 
rest were at his. own cost under Colonna's orders though imme· 
diately commanded by Alfonso d' Appianot. Don John with 
the two Archdukes Rodolph and Ernest were met at Genoa 
by the Prince Regent of Tuscany who there received assur
ances that Philip's amity was undiminished towards Cosimo 
whatever the troubles in Flanders had compelled him to do 
for the sake of keeping terms with Austria !· 

After this interview Don John of Austria sailed from Genoa 
and assembled the allied fleets at Messina whence he weighed 
anchor on the sixteenth of September 1571 with two hundred 
and nme light galleys, six galeasses and twenty-six other vessels 
of war. On board of this fleet, more than half of which was 
Venetian under Sebastiano Veniero, there were twenty-seven or 

* Adriani, Lib. xxi•,pp. 1556 to 1562. 
-Ammirato, Lib. ux,.o, p. 550. 
t Galluui, Lib. iii., cap. vii., p. 137. 

-Adriani, Lib. xxi., p. 1567. 
:t Adriani, Lib. xxi., p. 1578.-Gal-
1uzzi, Lib. iii•, cap. vii., p. 139. 
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twenty-eight thousand men of all classes and countries exclusive 
of mariners, but including about three thousand volunteers*· 
Giovan Andrea Doria commanded the right wing of fifty-four 
galleys under a green flag ; Agostino Barbarigo an equal 
number on the left with a yellow flag, and Don John supported 
by his subordinate officers, seventy-one galleys distinguished by 
a blue flag in the centre. Two galeasses were stationed about 
a mile in advance of each squadron. The Turkish galleys to the 
number of two hundred and fifty, or three hundred, led by Ali 
Pacha, and drawn up in the form of a crescent were met by 
the Christians off the Gu1f of Lepanto between Cephalonia 
and the main land of. Greece near the Ourzolari rocks or 
islands, the ancient Echin.adu. From a movement of the 
Christian fleet to gain space for forming the order of battJe 
while issuing from a channel between the islands, the Turks 
inferred fear, and so hurried on with shouts to the combat. 
it was th~ seventh of October 1671 when this 'memorable 
combat began: on the allies' left the Venetian admiral after 
an obstinate resistance repulsed the attack, but assisted by 
the lofty galeasses, which stood like impregnable fortresses, 
battering down the adverse galleys as they passed them to 
the fight, for these vessels, new in naval warfare, and probably 
then used for the first time, astonished the Turks and were the 
incipient cause of victory. Although somewhat disordered by 
their terrible fire Ali dashed bravely ou endeavouring to break 
the Christian line and double on the right wing while his own 
right cut the allies' left off from the shore which wou1d 
probably have secured him the victory t. The latter partJy 
succeeded tho11gh the general attempt was bafBed, and after a 
long bloody and glorious action and the death of Ali and Barbe
rigo, the Turks were entirely defeated with the loss as was be
lieved of twenty thousand killed and five thousand prisoners. 

* Ammin.to, Lih. xuv", p. lili2.- " 1malcifi{J t1l4 .liflll : " tbil, if the 
Ci.Di, Lib. viii., p • .500. account be true, 11001111 to be the 
t There baa been much dilpute about earlioat imtanco of it OIL ~ 
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The allies lost between killed and wounded about six thousand 
men and liberated twelve thousand Christian slaves*· 

· This naval battle, the grea.test fought in modem times until 
that period, was not followed up and produced no serious conse
quences as regarded the Turk ; but the moral effect was consi
derable, and Italy probably escaped by it from immediate in
vasion if not conquest. Coeimo who lost a galley in the fight 
had reason to be proud. of his own forecast and efforts to form 
this league, and sent his son to congratulate Pius IV. on the 
result; but Philip, who had ordered his brother to act only on 
the African coast, was so angry at having the whole naval force 
of his kingdom risked in a single encounter without advantage 
to Spain that Don John instead of reward received a severe 
reprimand for his victory ! The glory and applause of all 
Europe however remained to console him t. This victory not 
having been improved by any further operations the League 
was soon dissolved, to the great satisfaction of Charles IX. of 
France, who as a firm ally of Turkey was displeased at its suc
cess and had strenuously opposed it. With such feelings he 
was more desirous than ever to accomplish Montmorency's plan, 
and sent a second envoy to seduce Coeimo from the side of 
Spain ; but a1'te.r the assurances of Philip's undiiqi.nished friend
ship the latter was immoveable yet resolved to keep well with 
all parties, wherefore he sent Catherine a quantity of jewels 
which he held in pawn for a loan of 180,000 ducats, and simul· 
taneously informed Philip II. of the whole negotiati<?nt. 

Like every man whose abilities and good fortune have raised 
him. to distinction the Grand Duke of Tuscany was 

A.D. 1572' assailed at all points by his enemies; no occasion was 
lost, and calumny even went so far as to accuse him of burning 
the Venetian arseual ! He had also to undeceive king Philip, 

• Muratori, Annali.-Botta, Lib. xiii•, event" on that coast for wbich tho 
p. 256.-Cini, Lib, viii., p. 501.- admiral has been unjustly censured. 
Ammirato, L1b, :n:xv", p. 551. :t Cini, Lib. viii•,pp 505-7,-Adriani, 
t This is not the only "untoward Lib. n:ii•, pp. 6, 10, S2. 
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who began to suspect him of treacherous designs against Milan 
in concert ·with France ; and lastly to soothe the pope himself 
whose suspicions were awakened by reports of his favouring 
the Huguenots. Cosimo was capable of anything; but these 
accusations were at variance with his feelings habits and general 
policy and could serve no immediate interest, wherefore he had 
little difficulty in clearing himself. His actions were all cal
culated; he did nothing wantonly; but complained to Philip 
that he was continually placed on his defence against calumnies 
which rose like hydras' heads and in such a wa.ythat no reputation 
could withstand them *· 
. Pius V. died much regretted in Rome on the first of May 
1672 : the people flocked in crowds to touch his remains with 
garlands and chaplets and to tear oft' portions of his raiment: 
he was cruel from excess of bigotry in religious affairs, but 
otherwise simple charitable and compassionate, an enemy to 
nepotism, and so deeply impressed with the dignity of his office 
as to be peculiarly severe and haughty to every Christian poten
tate except Cosimo de' Medici. He ful6lled his prophecy ; 
when elected, he was told that all " Rome was sorry :" " Thty 
tDill be more ao whm I die," said he ; and so it happened. 

The two great parties in conclave were those of Pius IV. 
and Pius V ., for that of Faroese had considerably diminished, 
and Cosimo by means of his son Ferdinand who possessed 
considerable talents and influence, contrived to make them unite 
in electing Cardinal Buoncompagni a man who owed all his 
success in life to Cosimo and had ever been devoted to the 
Medici. He assumed the pontificate on the thirteenth of May 
1672 under the nume of Gregory XIII. and declared his inten
tion of following the traces of. his predecessor : to Cosimo he
gave notice that secretly he should be favoured but not to 
marvel if he refrained from useless exhibitions of goodwill t. 
• Galluu.i, Lib. ill., eap. vii., p. 152. t · Ammin.to, Lib. xxxv<>, p. 556.
-Ammirato, Lib. ltXXV. , p. 558.- Galluzzi, Lib. ili0, eap. 'fii0, P· 158. 
AdriaDi, Lib. uii0 , p. 32. 
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Intelligence of the fearful massacre of Saint Bartholomew 
on the twenty-fourthof August 1672 by the infidels' friend and 
ally Charles IX., burst suddenly upon Italy and is said to have 
occasioned as much joy as the victory of Lepanto : it was the 
same feeling, but mingled in the latter case mth danger heroism 
~d military glory, coupled with a certain sense of national safety 
that changed and exalted its real character : the former was 
pure faction and fanaticism ! The pope celebrated this diabolical 
act with public rejoicing ; Cosimo followed the example and 
despatched an ambassador extraordinary to congratulate his 
queenly cousin and her son on their successful slaughter of forty 
thousand Protestants in the name of Christ I " I did TWt come 
to bring peace into th6 world but a 8WOrd !" said our Saviour. 
He knew mankind and all the perverseness of human nature, 
and he foresaw the consequences : but he also foresaw the end *. 

The conduct of Philip II. arising as it did from fear and 
selfish interests, had embarrassed the League, cramped 

A.D. 1573' all al . d lac d th alii ' . nav operations, an p e e es 1n a posl· 
tion of expense and danger ; wherefore Venice withdrew in 
disgust and aided by France made .peace with Turkey, to the 
disin&y of Spain and Austria and the poQtiff's deep indignation. 
Nor were the courts of Madrid and Vienna less alarmed at the 
extension of French influence by Henry of Anjou's acquisition 
of Poland chiefly through the sultan's aid, an event that fore
boded evil to both, for a league between that kingdom, 
Venice, England, and the Prince of Orange, supported by the 
sultan and perhaps some of the GeriD&D Protestants, was now 
apprehended, and showed the necessity of securing theil friends : 
amongst these the Grand Duke of Tuscany was of most conse
quence in power talents and influence ; wherefore an imme
diate recognition of the long-disputed title was promised and 
every means adopted to conciliate him. 

* Botta, Lib. xii., p. 270.-Galluni, Lib. xxxv., p. 558.- Adriaui, Lib. 
Lib. iii., eap. 'rill., p. 169.-Ammirato, uii0 , p. 46. 
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The Counts ofPitigliano had created some further troubles by 
their disputes, which involving Pope Gregory, Cosimo, and the 
Farnesi, nearly plunged Tuscany in war, and some revolutionary 
movements at Genoa, in which Cosimo was vainly solicited to 
take a part, did not tend to tranquillity. These movements 
favoured democracy against nobility, which latter since Andrea 
Doria's revolution had governed and closely connected itself with 
Spain not only by inclination but a far more stringent tie, a debt 
of 2,000,000 of ducats due from that crown. The nobles im
plored Philip's aid, and the presence of his minister with the 
opportune arrival of Don Juan and his victorious Beet succeeded 
in restOring order*· Cosimo was much too prudent to involve 
Florence in these dissensions although the democracy endea
voured to tempt him by a glimpse of Genoese sovereignty : his 
ea.rthly course was nearly run, and from vast mental labour 
and more irregular living as a widower, his health began rapidly 
to decline. Sporting of avery description and excess in all 
kinds of athletic exercises contributed to produce evil 

A.D.l674. 
effects even on a remarkably robust frame, and the 
violent medicines then in use assisted his decay. He had been 
long subject to gout, a prevailing illness in those days, and 
also showed symptoms of apoplexy which nearly killed him in 
1572. The' next summer be was again violently attacked by 
paralysis, but his intellect remained untouched. An almost un
ceasing drowsiness possessed him until the twenty-first of April 
1574 when a slight access of fever finished his eventful days. 

Cosimo's body arrayed in the grand-ducal robes, was first 
exposed in one of the palace chambers and then privately interred 
in the splendid mausoleum of his race; but a public burial was 
subsequently ordered and a waxen image substitut-ed for the 
corpse ; Pietro V ettori delivered a funeral oration at the palace, 
and Adriani another in the church of San Lorenzo. 

Cosimo di Giovanni de' Medici died at the early age of fifty· 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iii•. cap. Yiii•. pp. 177 to J 83. 
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five after a reign of thirty-eight years, twenty-eight of which 
he ruled alone. He left three legitimate sons; Don Francesco 
his heir, the Cardinal Don Ferdinand, and Don Pietro; besides 
one daughter, Isabella, married to Paulo Giordano Orsini Duke 
of Bracciano : also a natural son called Giovanni, by Eleonora 
degli Albizzi ; and a daughter, Virginia, by Camilla Martelli, 
but born before wedlock. Cosimo possessed a fine robust form 
and ruddy complexion with a severe and haughty aspect; a 
man of few words, but grave acute and impressive in thought 
and language: he wrote much, delighted in listening to history, 
encouraged historians, and was secret and diligent beyond all 
cotemporary princes. He ascended the throne in blood ; partly 
from necessity, partly from a vindictive disposition; but the 
leading marks of his character were profound sagacity, deep 
dissimulation, impenetrable darkbess, extreme caution; patience, 
resolution, rigour and indomitable perseverance. He was cruel, 
implacable, and rigid in every exaction ; checking at no me~ns 
to gain his ends, and sacrificing everybody to his personal in
terests. He was an iron-handed ruler, but maintained both 
law and justice in everything unconnected with the state : he 
found the country exhausted, weak, and miserable ; he left it 
industrious active and powerful : he laid heavy and vexatious 
burdens on the people, but he supplied the streilgth to bear 
them. Mter the peace of 1559 he discharged every debt that 
had been Contracted in Genoa and Flanders, altogether exceed
ing 1,000,000 of ducats : he then put the national defences into 
perfect order, and built more where necessary, amongst which, 
Heliopolis or La Citta del Sole, Sasso di Simone on the Urbino 
frontier, and San Martino in Mugello have already been noticed: 
he improved the fortifications of Grosseto Montalcino and Radi
cofani, erected the beautiful citadel of Siena, completed the 
defences and harbour of Porto Ferraio, built and peopled the 
town and began to enlarge the port of Leghorn ere. he died *. 
* Ammirato, Lib. :uxv. and :a:uii., pp. 466-538.-Adriani, Lib. :a:viii., p. 1292. 



CIUP. 't".] COIIJ[O I. GBAlm DUIK OF TUSCANY. 

He moreover completed this sea line of defence by a chain of 
watch-towers connected by cavalry patrols : every city and most 
of the principal towns were fortified, and a well-disciplined militia 
of thirty-six thousand men under distinguished officers was 
always ready for the field. They were all volunteers, paid and 
privileged by certain honours and exemptions, and could be con
centrated on any given point within a week, while at Pisa a coast 
guard of four hundred light horse were continually on the 
alert and attentive to signals from the several watch-towers. 
The possession of Porto Ferraio, one of the finest harbours in 
Europe and for the galleys of that day invaluable, first induced 
Cosimo to create a defensive navy that might also act against 
the infidels, and with such vigour did he proceed that between 
his own galleys and those of San Stefano no less than sixteen 
vessels were actually afloat or ready for immediate service at 
his death. One galley was destroyed at Lepanto and one had 
been taken some years before by the Venetians while acting in 
the service of another power ; for the squadron was kept in 
constant aetivity in the Levant and on the Barbary shore, and 
frequently distinguished itself*. 

The ordinary revenues of the Grand Duchy under Cosimo's 
management were estimated at 1,100,000 ducats, 700,000 of 
which he relinquished with the government to Francesco ; and 
the population of the Florentine state alone was about seven 
hundred thousand, that of the Senese dominion not a seventh 
of this number, an amount which in its flourishing days, 
before the great pestilence of 1348, the city of Siena alone 
is said to have nearly contained within its walls and suburbs ! 
The improvement of Pisa and its district by Cosimo's drain
ing embanking and re-peopling the whole state, besides his 
liberal encouragement of commerce and manufactures, was 
immense ! He found the place a desert, it was no longer a city : 
scarcely seven thousand sickly wretches remained to tell its tale : 

• Pregii de' Toacani, p<lllim. 
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its balls were desolate, its palaces decayed, grass grew rankly 
in the untrodden streets ; sickness, misery, and poverty were 
cowering and shivering under the cold decay of marble palaces 
and ruined porticos, and a melancholy silence filled the scene. 
But at Cosimo's death two-and-twenty thousand industrious souls 
enlivened the river and its banks and with a thriving and cheer
ful aspect exhibited the faint but pleasing resemblance of ancient 
republican activity. The free port of Leghorn then, as now, 
afforded a continual stimulus to Tuscan enterprise and industry, 
while the plains of Siena until utterly ruined, supplied the first 
necessaries oflife, and for a while rendered Tuscany nearly inde
pendent of the stranger. All these be~fits cover many crimes, 
they raised Cosimo 's reputation, perhaps too high in the world's 
opinion, and his power and . riches were sometimes unduly 
magnified : yet there are few examples of so small a state sud
denly swelling up to such importance and influence amongst 
surrounding monarchies. Circumstances no doubt were favour
able but an ordinary man would not have known how to wield 
them; Cosimo made them his own, and while he raised him
self he saved his country from becoming like Milan a meri! 
province of the Spanish monarchy ; on the contrary his friend
ship became essential to Spain; his talents had made it so, 
and for this too he was courted by France : he startled one and 
governed three popes successively, two of whom he elected : 
he was feared by the emperor and Venetians, for he had 
great powers of injury, possessed the secrets of all, and was 
courted by all ; and if he placed himself too much in the power 
of Spain by accepting Siena as a fief of that crown he at least 
followed his inclination and what he believed his interest; and 
it would have been so had the country not been already ruined. 
It was Cosimo's personal qualities alone that saved Florence 
from becoming the mere foot-ball of transalpine sovereigns, and 
restored her if not to her old republican dignity, at least 
to a respectable independence, with powers sufficient to·main-
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tain her sovereign's in8uence in Europe. The possession of 
Siena united Cosimo more firmly with that family to which he 
was mainly indebted and with which he aspired to connect 
himself by domestic ties : in this he ultimately succeeded, yet 
without any other beneficial consequences than a more intimate 
mixture of the Medici with the blood-royal of Europe generally. 
But cmming, patience, secrecy, spies, the dagger and the bowl, 
were some' of the most efficient instruments of Cosimo's per
sonal safety and success : that constant vigilance necessary to 
avoid the snares of his enemies frequently made him acquainted 
with machinations against others whose good-will he gained 
by their disclosure, while he gradually continued to acquire 
information until the secrets of every European court were 
familiar to him. His letter to Captain Giovanni Oradini 
extracted from the annals of the society of the " Oolombaia" 
and published in &sini's novel of "Lui&a Strozzi," is the 
copy of a circular of which there is at least one more extant on 
the same subject (for Cosimo trusted not to a single executioner) 
and shows how coolly and methodically he planned his assassi
nations, and what pains he took to impress on the agent's mind 
that by being thus employed he was peculiarly honoured with 
his sovereign's confidence, when perhaps several others were 
served with copies of the same letter. Both epistles run nearly 
thus:-

" Valorous and dear Sir,-Every good prince should wish 
" for three things above all others; namely, to preserve his 
" honour, and his government, and to have an opportunity of 
" proving his servants in order to gratify and reward them. 
" To us it appears that by the arrival o{ Fiero Strozzi we shall 
·" have occasion to think of two of them : of the first because 
" it seems too disgraceful that this insolent man should come 
" to Siena and remain, too much to our own dishonour, under 
" our eyes. Wherefore we have considered about executing 
" two things : one is to make use of every means for removing 
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" this nuisance ; the other to prove our faithful friends and 
" servants and afford ourselves an opportunity of benefiting 
" them if they serve us well in this business ; because touching 
" the third object; that of preserving the state; it must not 

. " for a moment be supposed that he has power to hurt it, see
" ing that we have taken especial care to have everything fully 
" secured. In order therefore to execute this our intention 
" we are sure that everybody must have some confidential 
" friend who may find the means (going to Siena for this pur
" pose) by the shot of an arquebuse, or in any other way that 
" you may deem more effective, remove from our sight this 
" arrogant man; and implicitly confiding in your willingness to 
" serve us we have determined to propose this to you that you 
" may seek out two persons whom you can trust; but we would 
.. wish them to be foreigners, or rebels, or exiles from our 
" dominions who offering themselves in Siena for soldiers, or 
" in. any better way, might by seizing on a good opportunity 
" either with an arquebuse or something else put this man to 
"death; which if they do you may assure them 10,000 crowns 
•· besides our good favour, and rank and privileges according as 
" you choose to promise them ; which being done shall on the 
"honour of a prince be executed by us without delay, doubt, or 
" scruple, in the fullest manner. And as regards yourself we 
" propose first to double our good graces, and secondly all that 
" you can possibly desire for your honour and profit, knowing 
" that with you there is no need of offering money, because 
" offering all that may be convenient to you, along with our 
" good grace, you may largely promise yourself from us as much 
" as may be necessary .for your interest, your honour and your 
" convenience. We cannot more than we have already done 
" charge and impress you with our great desire for this thing, 
" because it appearing to us that our honour is affected, and 
" valuing that above everything else, you may conceive how 
" much we wish for it : it is many years that he has been on 
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•• exile and though we might have hurt him Tery often we never 
" thought of doing 80; but now that he arrogantly chooses to 
" compete with us and wants to show himself of some conse
" quence under our very eyes ; now I say ; it appears to us that 
" he is seeking to offend our honour, and therefore we wish to 
" prove our friends and servants. Try therefore to find two 
" at least of those that yon think most fitted for such a deed 
" and see that you persuade them to undertake it by ordering 
" them what pay you may deem necessary to keep them on the 
" spot, or wherever you may go to for the purpose, and. we will 
" reimburse you for all that you give them ; or we will send 
" you the means when we hear from you to that effect, as may 
" best suit you. We must warn you that the keeping this trans
"action a secret is of the greatest consequence, but should any 
'' of them discover it to Piero it will not signify on that account, 
" but only on account of those that have to execute it. As 
" regards the knowing the one from the other or from any 
" other person that may be employed in this affair ; all that we 
" leave tO your own judgment, and this our letter may remain 
" with you, or you may burn it ; which you please ; but let it 
" not fall into other hands than your own, unless to animate any 
" of those whom you employ to do the thing. We will now 
" therefore say no more, believing that we have fully explained 
" our intentions, and we hope to remain satisfied with your 
" work, desiring the thing 80 much as we do. You will give us 
" a particular account of what is done, telling us the names 
" of the people. Send one or more if there are more, and 
" without seeming to speak to us or coming to us for such a 
" purpose answer us in your own hand, as we alone and the 
" secre!Ary who writes this, shall see it and be cognizant of the 
" transaction, and God preserve you. From Florence 6th 
" January 1653. (Signed) IL DucA DI FIRENZE "*· 

• The aignature of another original letter about tbia busiDea -n by the 
author is at top in the usual manner of royal aignatureL 
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As regards tbia letter it should be considered, first, that the 
life of man even by assassination was then lightly thought of', 
few who deemed their honour injured having much scruple 
about the manner of revenge ; secondly that a conspiracy to put 
Cosimo to death had been already detected at Mirandola of which 
Piero Strozzi was supposed, whether truly or not, to be cOgnizant, 
but certahlly was chief of the exiles who formed it ; aDd lastly 
that as a Florentine rebel any man might legally have put him 
to death. Cosimo however was indifferent about excuses and 
had few scruples where his safety or interests were threatened~ 
yet when we consider how he spumed the dying republic in its 
final struggle and stood an absolute moD&l'Ch on its corpse ; how 
he subdued the jarring cries of liberty, fettered speech, and 
even imprisoned thought; we must believe that his character, 
dark and gloomy as it was, has received a deeper tinge from the 
secret whispers and open vituperations of those dodleetic and 
foreign enemies whom he crushed and mastered. Nor can we 
without free access to the Medician archives ascertain the· 
precise tone of colouring which ought in justice to be given 
to his portrait : his talents and good fortune dazzled many ; 
his power and fierceness awed more, and his crimes shocked 
but few people beyond the immediate victims of his cruelty. 
The historians of that day wrote under his eye and protection 
and can scarcely be trusted for his true character; Segni flat
tered him to his face and received an indirect rebuke ; V arehi 
spares him, and could hardly censure Cosimo in a work which 
he was in the habit of personally reading to him, and which 
finishes at the first year of his reign ; Ammirato says little in 
his history, and the biographers of princes are always eulogists. 
Galluzzi composed his work under the auspices of an Austrian 
and had full access to every Medician document, but though 
generally deemed authentic he never cites authorities, he wrote 
for an absolute monarch, and pl'9bably with the habitnal indul
gence which iD such circumstances may be supposed likely to 
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influence human judgment in the examination o£ royal crimes 
and errors. Leopold was a singular exception, but thl:! cause 
of all monarchs is essentially one, and with wide dift'erenoes 
amongst them their general feeling is identical : few authors 
under the influence of despotism however liberal, can write 
with unfettered thought, or fearlessly send forth those bold and 
venturous truths so becoming to human dignity. 

One of Cosimo's most important operations was the order. 
he introduced into public finance and especially the adminis: 
tration of municipal revenues or " Oomtmita :" each of these 
corporations still managed its own local funds with all the 
independence originally reserved to it on coming under Flo
rentine rule ; they were employed in the necessary expenses 
of the district and in alleviating their portion of general 

. taxation, but under the supervision of a magistracy called 
T'M Five • of tAe OotJ,nty and Diltrict who were receivers of 
all government taution and prevented auy ftagrant abuse of 
local revenue. Cosimo in the year 1549 resolved to appro
priate to the public service all surplus income from the several 
" Oomunita " and ordered general deposits to be made of what 
exceeded the ordinary local outlay, so that the inhabitants could 
still raise but no longer freely control their municipal revenue. 
In U51 be reduced all these communities under the single ad
ministration of nine officers called T'M nine Oomervat<w1 of tAe 
JurisdU:tian and Dominion of Flormce, which board was itself 
ultimately controlled by one minister through whom the sovereign 
directly acted on the local purse of every corporation in Tuscariy. 

AB he facilitated trading and encouraged indUstry a consider
able revenue was raised with comparative ease but ext,leme 
vexation in its details, as will be hereafter shown. By the im
provement of commerce and manufactures the people were 
enabled to pay, for republican energy was not yet extinct; but 
when an attempt was made to apply this system to the devas
tated war-wom Siena it utterly failedf the population of th& 
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Maremma still continued to dwindle and the ·aU- became mb't'e' 
and more deadly. Colonies from Brescia and Friuli were · 
established at Massa Marittima in 1661 but dispersed in tWo 
years notwithstanding ·an the privileges and exemptions they 
enjoyed, and a Greek settlement in the Island of Giglio had no 
better·fortune: Cosimo endeavoured to revive the commerce of 
Grosseto by excavating a canal to Castiglione della Pescaia the 
port of that · city, but an official meddling With· internal trade 
and foreign commerce, both ·left unfettered by the Senese · re· 
public, soon destroyed every remnant of former energy. The 
cultivation of grain was nearly abandoned ; pasture succeeded 
and was· erroneously fostered by Cosimo : the · cattle were con· 
stantly injuring the drains ; the fishery of the lake or marsh of 
Castiglione ·was:farmed out, and the additional works deemed 
neCessary' to preserve the fish during summer by retaining the 
waters, swamped still more land and increased ·the pestilence. 

Cosiino's labours in the Pisan district were more fortunate 
both in drainage and trade, and that city became. the residence 
of many nations : Greeks,Jews, Portuguese, Ragusians, Genoese 
and ·other · mercimtile · people held establishments there, and 
had not his' exertions been cramped by ecclesiastical into· 
lerance, ·which· allowed of no religious rites uusanctioned by 
the Council of Florence under Eugenius IV, there ·would 
probably have been a flourishing Greek colony in that deserted 
city .. No period oould have been more favourable for reviving 
Florentine industry than that of Cosimo's domination and few 
princes could Show more sagacity in taking advantage of it : 
the· vigour and ·buoyancy imparted by free institutions had 
languished under miSfortune and would have died by the 
influence of despotism had not the vigour of the prince, a 'child 
of the Republic, supported and restored them. He perceived 
the necessity of leaving commerce as· free as his financial neces· 
sities would permit, and· seized the fair occasion which then pre· 
sented itself for attracting much· of the scattered European: 
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trade to F1orence. . Every species of industry found peace, 
justice, security, and sovereign protection under Cosimo, and 
comparative aftluence generally filled the F1orentine states 

. while most other parts were still suffering. The struggles 
of Spain .and Flanders, her quarrels with France, the latter's 
civil. wars and squabbles with the bouse of AU&tria, bad 
i)\jured commerce throughout all those states and rendered 
them dependent on Italy for many manufactured articles, 
especially wool and silk. It bas been said that Cosimo 
availed himself of this . to supply France and Spain, but be 
.went further and stretched his commerce across the Atlantic 
.and Indian Oceans to the Spanish colonies, the Brazils, the 
·Portuguese settlements in India, and even to distant China. 
From Spain and Portugal he bad free admission to all their 
colonies as early as 1666, by treaty with the former, . and 
especial encouragement from the latter : the result was a sud· 
den and incredibly rapid increase of the cloth trade which far 
outstripped the most busy periods of the Republic: in 1676 
this amounted to the value of 2,000,000 of ducats, which at 80 
ducats for one piece of cloth would make from sixty-six to 
sixty.seven thOusand pieces as the produce of that year's indus· 
try in F1orenoe alone ! Silks, cloth of gold and other less 
bulky bu.t more valuable articles, sold freely in America and 
tempted .many Florentines to become. carriers with mercantile 
establishments in Brazil India and China. Nor did Cosimo 
himself refrain from private tnde, but on the contrary bad two 
galleons in constant activity either on his own personal account 
ot: let to other merchants*. At Pis& he introduced the Sicilian 
art of working in coral as well as the manufacture of glass 
mirrors and vases from Venice, whence he bali aeduoed some of 
the " Murano" workmen. Don Franeeaoo imbibed all these 
tastes and carried . them further even than Cosimo : in his 

. . laboratory 111'18 first discovered the method of melting rock-

• Galluzzi, Lib. Iii, C8po x. 
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crystal, and Fn.neeeeo himself waa distinguished for his taste 
and akill in forming vases of this material : he waa the first in 
Europe to attempt the manufacture of porcelain in imitation of 
the Chinese ware but never llllCCeeded in equalling it. The art of 
Floren~e mosa.ic called" Pietr1 Dur1" or" Oomm6110, "waa first 
introduced in 1568, through a young French artist from Rome 
who had made some progress in its pcquirement. Fn.ncesco 
surpassed Oosimo in science, who however often shared hie che
mical labours !Uld between them as is said, sprang to light the 
formidable bomb-shell; but they never succeeded in making it 
burst at a given moment. The Grand Duke propoeed to both 
Philip II. and Don John of Austria that it should be used in war, 
.but the Spanish engineers considered it more likely to do mis
chief to friends than enemies. Such was the first estimate 
of an instrument which has since become the most efficient and 
destructive in modem tactice I 

An inherent taste for literature and art pervaded the whole 
race of Medici, and Cosimo although uneducated waa fully im· 
bued with it : throughout hie whole reign men of genius were 
amply encouraged and his veneration for Michelangelo. has 
already been noticed : but besides him, V asari, Cellini, Gio
vanni da Bologna. Buontalenti, and other artists partook of this 
liblrality, and the historians V arcbi, Adriani, and the elder 
Ammirato were eepecially favoured. He it was who instituted 
the Florentine Academy of painting which like other analogous 
establiahments began after that art and sculpture bad reached 
their meridian altitude and were beginning to decline. Boon· 
arruoti was the first president of the Florentine Academy ; 
all its second generation of members attempted to imitate him 
l>ut without his inspiration, and therefore became mere copiers 
and mannerists: be himself declared. that he could not be imi· 
~d. aud that "tAo., who follow would ever be behind." When 
lhw:parruoti died, his genius slept with him, and no Florentine 
has yet a~ened it! Since then they have searched in darkness 
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and lost their way, or sleeping like Sancho in their saddle, have 
allowed their beast to be slipped from under them by other 
nations. The Florentine Academy soon became celebrated be
Cause it contained, besides architects, about eighty sculptors and 
painters of known eminence, men who bad been educated by 
some of the greatest artists ; but when these died oft', whom did 
it produce to SUBtain the pictorial reputation, far less the sculp
tural fame of Florence? The modem race bask languidly in 
ancestral glory and fancy it their own, while they regard un
moved the eftOrts of other nations who have far outstripped them, 
and as they rarely travel remain ignorant of transalpine genius. 
Still there is much dormant talent among the Florentines, and 
it would sOon awaken were it not for their own languor and a 
lamentable absence of encouragement. 

Cosimo's reputation rose' high on the establishment of this 
school, and it was still further augmented by a discovery made in 
his laboratory of the mode of tempering steel so as to cut por
phyry, until then a lost art: neither was be much behind his 
namesake in adoming the country with architectural works, 
such as the beautiful bridge of the Trinity, the magnificent 
gardens of Boboli, much of the Palazzo Pitti, the villas of 
Petmia and Cerrato, and the fine church and dwellings of the 
order of San Stefano at Pisa. He also established a botanical 
garden, encouraged the introduction of exotic plants, and made 
zoological collections from every part of the world. The library 
of Sail Lorenzo was repaired and completed by him ; be re
bound its manuscripts, deputed leamed men to seek for more, 
purchased the Cardinal of Carpi's valuable library, and was 
presented by several of the Tuscan abbeys and convents with 
rare and beautiful volumes. It would have been well if Cosimo 's 
deference for Rome had allowed him to follow his natural in
clination to the arts in connection with the press; but papal 
eu'pport was too important to be neglected for such pursuits. 
The catalogue sent abroad by Paul IV, modified as it was by the 
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Duke, almost ruined the F1orentine printers ; nor was the mild 
pontificate of Pius sufficient to restore it, because none would 
invest money in a dangerous and doubtful business which might 
any day be suddenly annihilated by the council then assembled 
at Trent. Thus driven from Italy by the flaming sword of the 
Vatican the art of printing took refuge in more congenial climes, 
and Germany Savoy and Switzerl&nd received the fugitive. 
The celebrated printer Torrentino retired to Savoy at the invi
tation of that Duke, but Giunti and others had the resolution 
to remain .under the censorship· of a Dominican Inquisitor 
who vexed them with visits, citations, prosecutions, and officious 
attempts to confine them, even to the original catalogue of Paul 
IV ere it was modified by Cosimo *· Such were the " good 
old times" of modem Italy! 

· Cosimo was singularly attached to his native tongue and may 
justly lay claim to the· honour of founding the Florentine Aea· 
demy of Literature : this celebrated body originally sprung from 
the meeting of a few young gentlemen in November 1640 at the 
house of Giovanni Mazzuoli generally called" Stradino," with 
the object of creating a small society amongst themselves for 
literary discussions. They established periodical assemblies and 
subsequently formed themselves into an Academy which accord
ing to the whimsical fashion of the time assumed the somewhat 
obscure appellation of the " Umidi," as emblematic of the 
literary fruits expected to· spring from their influence like 
those of the earth from its natural moisture. In allusion to 
this name each of the original members assumed a particular 
denomination, by which some were better known than by that 
of their family, such as "L'Umoroao,"·"il Gelato," "il Frigido," 
"l'Annacquato," "Lo Spumoao," "n Ltuca" (the novelist), 
"il 'Torbido," "il Pantanoao," and so forth. Being at first 
without order they elected Goro della Pieve as a provisional 
president who on certain days lectured at the house of the 

• o.:Jluzzi, Lib. Iii., eap. :a:. 
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Padre "Stradino." Two members were directed to form a 
code of laws and regulations, who amongst other things decided 
that a sonnet from Petrarca should be read twice a week at 
their meetings : their numbers were soon augmented by the 
reception of some of the most distinguished men, and a reso
lution-was paased to read all the Latin authors publicly in the 
Tuscan language, leaving it to the reader's care to find the 
translation ; by this means they expected in time to reduce 
the whole mass of classic literature into the vulgar tongue. In 
February 1641 a oode of regulations was completed and by the 
Duke's wish their name was changed to that of "AccadMia 
Fiormtina." Many privileges were granted to this body which 
under Oosimo's anspices now assumed the character of a cor
poration. In the first general meeting under the new name 
their president was styled " Oomul of tM FlormtinB AcadMny 
and Rsctor General of tlw Studio and Uni'IHYI"rity of Flor~1." 
The jurisdiction rights and privileges of this last officer were 
transferred to him, and they were considerable ; they included 
authority over all doctors, scholars, professors, and other per
sons belonging to those establishments; over. booksellers and 
writers in everything connected with them, and over the 
academicians themselves, with magisterial power exempt from 
the interference of any other tribunal. The eonsul had also a 
seat in the Council of Two Hundred, took precedence of every 
other magistrate and ranked immediately after the counsellors 
of state. Thus did Cosimo contrive, even in the act of nobly 
patronising it, to transform this self-instituted and free literary 
club into a public magistracy dependent on the government 
and entirely under his own control ; and it was effectually pre
vented from ever becoming dangerous to the state as a political 
engine, because the members were no longer free agents but 
ane disciplined official body under a chief to· whom they were 
re8ponsible, although annually elected by themselves*· 

• Notizie LitWrarie ed Iatoriehe clell' Aceademia Fiorentin& da J acopo Billi, 
Co1110lo. 
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All this was however considered honourable and oppoeed uo 

obet.acle to their literary labolll'8 ; these now became duties, 
including an encouragement of the love and study of science and 
letters by original essays, expositions of authors, and tnmsla
tions from every other language into the Tuscan tongue. 
This academy was soon celebrated throughout Europe, because 
great talents and the voluntary spirit of improvement were 
already working, and Cosimo removed the bushel from the 
light while over the rising flame he gave his hand to science. 
But the germ of literature like that of liberty must be already 
full and swelling ere a royal proclamation can call it into 
existence ! Institutions of this nature have rarely protluud 
great men ; they are the offspring, not the parents of science 
literature and the fine arts ; and if their corporate nature 8Cta 
as a centre for scattered particles and a test of genius, it is oAen 
the generator of an excluSive spirit, partiality, negligence, and 
frequently injustice. Nevertheless this exaltation of letters and 
science is honourable to Cosimo's memory, but it is sad to 
acknowledge that one so alive to the beauty of intellect, the 
charms of literature, the fascination of poetry and arts, and the 
utility of science, who encouraged with an open hand and 
benign aspect everything that is supposed to contribute to 
human civilization, should himself be an example, tenibly con
spicuous, of the worst vices of barbarians without their excuse, 
and but few if any of their virtues I 

Cosimo was intent on restoring the Tuscan language to its 
original purity and in a letter to the consul for Hi72 complains 
of its being much corrupted and becoming daily more so ; he 
therefore commands him to have an easy short and popular 
work composed on the rules of their native tongue and to con· 
fide the execution of it to Baccio Barbadori, Bernardo Davan
zati, the celebrated translator of Tacitus, Vicenzo Alamanni, 
Giovambatista Cini, his subsequent biographer, and the historian 
Adriani. With similar views but after long negotiations and 
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gJ'8at difficulty he succeeded in procuring the· papal sanction 
for publishing a correct edition of Boocaccio's Decameron a 
:work whose wit and style can scarcely compensate our more 
rigid morality for its excessive indecency, a remark appli· 
cable to all the old Italian novelists, in whom the absence 
of delicacy presents but a sorry picture of t,lle manners, and 
modesty of colloquial intercourse between the sexes in that age 

.and country. It is true that Boocaccio himself became ashamed 
of his work and would have destroyed every copy of it, but too 
late; it had already taken deep root in the world and still lives to 
delight and disgust us. This indelicacy of female manners 
continued even in Cosimo's day; the custom of women laying 
high bets on the chance of being delivered of a girl or a boy 
W88 so common and mischievous both as regarded the amount 
and the frawilf that were practised by the substitution of other 
children for those really bom, that it called for legislative 
interference. By a proclamation of the sixth of June 1660 
~ Duke declared all such wagers illegal unleBB made with 
the husband's consent after their amount had been d6Clared 
before a judge sanctioned by him ; and to this public pro
cess the ladies to their credit were not disposed to submit. 
The general extravagance in the dreSB of all ranks and both 
118Xes had early called for Cosimo's interference by a law 
of the nineteenth of October 11146. In the preamble to 
this he tells his subjects that he perceives how both men and 
women had departed from every decent and respectable manner 
of life, and that universal and particular evil arose from the ex
cessive and superfluous expense of dres8 ; that he had long 
waited for the rich man's reason and the poor man's poverty to 
t.8ach them both moderation, and still seeing that neither one 
nor the other put bounds to their extravagance but on the 
contrary were continually augmenting it, he was compelled 
both for public and private benefit to restrain them by law ; 
~)lerefo~e .wiQl. the opinion of \lis counsellors and wisest cit.i· 
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zens he commanded that thenceforth no married woman or 
girl of Florence or the contado, or any others occasionally 
living there of whatever rank or condition, should wear jewels, 
pearls, fine' stones, amber, glass, ivory, or mother of pearl, except 
in chaplets and rosaries, and in these not beyond the value of 
four golden crowns*· That they should wear no gold, silver, 
tinsel, gilt or plated ornaments except in chains necklaces 
and ribbons or bead wreaths, which might be wom to an/ 
amount provided they were not enamelled. Rings of pearls 
and precious stones were permitted, but restricted to two whose 
united value was not to exceed '260 .crowns. The value of 
each wreath was confined to a crown and one only allowed 
for each woman. Knives forks and spoons of silver were per
mitted, as were bracelets buttons clasps and buckles of that 
metal provided ~ey were not enamelled or used for waistbands, 
which however might be made of gold or silver cloth not cost
ing Jllore than five crowns. Furs of all the finer kinds, high and 
low velvets of any colour, brocaded cloths with nap, tabbies, 
garlands, bracelets or other ornaments of amber-paste WQre 
interdicted. No musk was suffered, nor perfumed gloves ex
ceeding four crowns the. pair; nor plumes in hat or cap; ·nor 
were the women allowed to wear riding-hoods, cloaks, . or 
riding-habits of silk or prohibited · furs ; . but of cloth, camlet, 
and .such fabrics. Certain specified trimmings and similar 
ornaments were forbidden ; but ladies were Permitted to ·cut 
such in~entions to . their fancy provided that no more than 
about two yards and a half of cloth were used for each trim
ming. No gold, silver, silk, or embroidery was to be used for 
gowns, ornaments, shifts, kerchiefs or tuckers, nor in other 
portions of the dress ; nor in lace nor ribbons with any kind 
of work. Nor were such · articles permitted even as wedding 
presents, white thread alone being licensed for these ornaments. 

•· Something Ieee than u many ponnda valne for each crown, weight for weight, 
sterling of our praent money, the metal being perhape ahont half a aovereign. 
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The expense of dress-making was strictly regulated as regarded 
the wearer; no pair of sleeves was to cost beyond three crowns,. 
aprans four crowns, caps three crowns, ruffiJ three crowns,. 
shifts the same, kerchiefs a quarter of a crown and pocket
handerchiefs a crown ; it must therefore be allowed that 
according to our present habits Cosimo gave considerable 
latitude to the expenditure of his female subjects on their 
dress, and this may afford some idea of the magnitude of their 
previous extravagance*. 

The men were likewise forbidden to wear either high or low 
velvets, napped cloth brocade, or cloth stockings lined, banded, 
or bound with anything but taft'ety; or embroidered vests, or any 
other clothes cut or carved in patterns; but without meaning to 
prevent them from forming their trimmings as they pleased, pro
vided that no more than about two yards and a half of cloth were 
used for each set. Those citizens who were eligible for office 
and above eighteen years old, he ordered to wear the " Lucco " 
lined with cloth or unprohibited furs ; or else long civic cloaks 
according to the existing custom: any one not complying during · 
the period of elections to public magistracies, was deemed to 

have forfeited his eligibility for a time equal to that of his 
neglect, and his billet was to be tom up as if he had been " a 
lp6CChio," besides disqualification for any other office even of 
the trades. Infants of either sex while being carried to the 
baptismal font were not to have dresses of more than six crowns 
in value exclusive of the mantle, which was not to be of gold· 
or · silver cloth, but simple, short, and trimmed with cloth 
alone ; and as many gold or silver necklaces as their parents 
pleased, but no enamel. Neither men, matrons, nor girls were 
allowed to caparison their horses with silk and velvet, but with 

• There are many articlee of dreee nativee ; indeed eeTeral of lhe aboYe 
and manufactnrea mentioned in lbe ~lationaare given with conaiderable 
law wholly unintelligible to a foreigner doubt about their accuracy, u applied 
and from being obeolete probably to to modorn dreee. . 
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cloth bordered by the finer material, provided 'that it was not 
brocaded. These regulations were for the upper class of citi
zens eligible to civic honours, 'With their wives and daughters : 
those of lower rank were not suffered to wear the above
mentioned articles or silks at any price, with the following ex
ceptions. Females might wear a ring of five crowns' value and 
no more; a gold· or silver chaplet of one crown in value, a 
rosary for the neck of silver or silver gilt not exceeding two 
crowns. Knives, forks, and spoons of silver, and clasps and 
buttons of the same at any price they pleased, and both sexes 
might wear silk or taffety sashes worth a crown. Those citizens 
paying direct taxes, but ineligible to office, were permitted the
further privilege of wearing a golden ring of twenty-five crowns' 
value, a chain of gold at the same price, a necklace of gold or 
silver beads costing ten crowns, and a sash or belt of silk or gold 
cloth at three crowns, besides the privilege of striping their 

. garments with any kind of silk they pleased except velvets or 
brocades, and restricting themselves to two yards for each trim
ming. Notaries with their wives and daughters were included in 
this class, and the peasantry were forbidden to wear any article of 
dress denied to those' not eligible for public office ; also camlets, 
silks as dress or trimming, or silk bands ; but the women
might wear a ring of any material not exceeding the value of a 
crown. They might have silk cords, nets, and ribbons for their 
hair, but crimson cloth was interdicted to both sexes except for 
caps. 

Silk dresses of any kind were denied to women of the town, 
but they could adorn themselves with as much gold, silver, and 
jewels as they pleased and were enjoined to Carry a veil, ker
chief, or napkin on their head bordered with yellow an inch 
broad, or else to wear it in some other conspicuous part of their 
dress, so that they might be avoided by modest women ! A" 
penalty of ten golden crowns was attached to every breach of 
this law and offenders were placed under the especial care of the · 

o,.mdbyGoogle 
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" Eiglt.t," the Conservators of the Laws, and the " Ofll.cers of 
Decency." Any other person for a breach of these orders 
incurred a fine of ten crowns for the first offence, double for 
the second, and was afterwards punished at the judge's cJ.iscre. 
tion ;. but fathers, brothers, husbands, or guardians, were held 
answerable for individuals of both sexes under eighteen years 
old. Tailors, mantua-makers, and workwomen of all kinds who 
should infringe such regulations were to be fined five crowns 
for the first offence, ten for the second; and for the third to male 
offenders, two strokes of that torture called the" Corda," in addi· 
tion ; but for females, public exposure in the pillory crowned 
with a mitre, all of which could be avoided by divulging the 
name of their employer. The peasantry were fined four crowns 
for the first offence, and so on like the others with corporal 
punishment at the judge's discretion. One-half of these fines 
was divided between the judge and informer, the other half 
went to the court which tried the offence to form a fund for the 
payment of salaries; and if out of the city, it became the per
quisite of the grand ducal chamber and the Fisc. 

The conservators of the laws had cognizance of all these 
misdemeanors and were bound to conceal the informer's name, 
while that of the culprit, those responsible for him, and all the 
circumstances of the case, were registered according to secret 
information ; the offender was debited with the fine in a 
regular a.coount current for so many breaches of law, but without 
any notice for four days, or fifteen in the country. If males, 
they were summoned in person; if females, by their repre
sentative, and heard in their defence; after which by a secret 
vote of two-thirds of the court they were condemned or acquitted 
within ten days for the city, and fifteen for the country but not 
until the question had gone to the ballot two separate days 
and three times each day within that period*· 

Sumptuary laws so common in ancient and modem times have 

* Cant.ioi, Leggi eli TOICIIII&. 
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ever proceeded from good motives but mistaken principles : 
while countries are poor they are frugal, riches are more equally 
distributed, there is commonly but little to spare after the ne
cessaries and a few of the comforts of life are provided; luxury, 
that will-o'-the-wisp of moralists, is not yet in being, and there 
are no temptations to extravagance. Mterwardll industry and 
wealth augment, new tastes germinate, new objects allure ; a 
surplus of produce exists, and either nourishes an increasing 
population, gratifies new tastes, or is exchanged for foreign com
modities. There is now much more than is sufficient for mere 
physical wants and if the nation cling to its primitive frugality 
ll!ld employ its surplus in trade, it will rapidly gain in wealth : 
but men do not toil for nothing, and the rich descendant is dis
satisfied with the tastes and habits that contented his grandsire. 
Every generation thus advances a step towards that luxury which 
still flies before it, the luxuries of one race being only .comforts to 
another and the necessaries of a third ; the old then take alarm 
and laud the "good old times" when it is their own capability 
of enjoyment, their tastes and estimate of life that have really 
faded, increased luxury being only the same step which they took 
in advance of their fathers, and these again beyond the older time. 
The age's extravaga.nce is thus denounced; sumptuary laws are 
promulgated, evade4l, re-enacted, and ultimately abandoned: 
but in the interval much mischief is done to those branches of 
industry which either directly or indirectly pampered the rich 
man's fancy, whether in exchange for foreign commodities or 
in a direct supply at home ; and through him to the whole com
munity. Luxury undoubtedly tends to weaken both the moral 
and physical powers and to make man the slave of his own en
joyments and a selfish sensualist; but at what point is the evil 
to be arrested ? at what point can it be arrested without pro
ducing ·a greater? The vast machine of society once rolled on
ward by mental and physical energy, by the wishes and neces
ilities of nature, cannot again be stopped or even impeded with 

oi- izodb,Google 
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impunity, until it arrive at the culminating point. But if 
surplus riches could be turned into less selfish channels than 
those where they usually flow; if they could be directed to the 
construction of great and useful public works, such as might ~ 
the admiration of successive ages, instead of being expended in 
personal pride and sensuality; then the wealth of individuals 
would be enjoyed by all, envy would hide its head, the citizen 
and the community would be reciprocally proud, and luxury 80 

far from injuring the physical powers or generons spirit of a 
nation would nourish and improve them both. Sumptuary laws 
therefore unless made prospectively in the early stages of na
tional civilisation, which is impossible, are impolitic, useless, 
and injurious, inasmuch as they impede the circulation of wealth, 

. hurt industry, decrease population, and diminish human enjoy· 
ment; and at the very moment in which Coaimo promulgated 
them he was earnestly promoting the manufacture of those very 
materials the use of which he thus restrained or prohibited, 
apparently unconscious of the inconsistency ! He probably 
trnsted to a foreign demand for the clearance of his market ; but 
the tastes and habits of Tuscany had been long fixed ; the silk
manufacture, even interwoven with gold and gems, had existed 
in Italy since the ninth century, and was in very early' times one 
of the principal trades of Florew:e ; 80 that the use of silks had 
spread not only through towns and cities, but to the most obscUJe 
and remote Castelli of the rural districts. Amongst the statutes 
of Casullo di Po/ciano an ancient stronghold of the Counts Guidi 
in the Casentino, a sumptuary law was prqmulgated about the 
middle of the fifteenth century which prohibited the use of 
gems, worked gold and velvet dresses, silk brocades, and similar 
manufactures*· Early in Cosimo's reign the Spanish dress 
hegan to prevail amongst the higher Florentine circles ; pre-

• Vide Cantini and bi1 authorities Pa.cale i•" "lltoria dell' .Arll 
t.ited, (" Leggi di To.ccma," I~ di Seta 'm Flreut," "&oria 'di llgG 
tratUm, vol. i., p. S28,) viz'. ".ARM- Palcaf'do." 
lano Biblioticcwio, Vila del Pill&~ 
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vious to this but varying with the times and individual rank, 
the most general habit of the Dl888 of Italians was not unlike 
what is still worn by the mendicant friars which in its origin and 
~terials was merely the poor man's raiment, not a religious 
uniform. That extravagance of Tuscan dress which produced 
the above law was attributed to the long residence and evil 
communication of the Spanish armies in Tuscany, and the law 
itself was imitated even with greater severity and distinction of 
classes in 1668, by the community of Pistoia who declared its 
provisions to be made according to the " common, healthy, good, 
pure, and wlgar comprehemion of men," an example of legal 
composition that might perhaps be usefully followed in other 
countries *. 

By the power of faction and the arms of strangers Cosimo. 
before eighteen years of age was seated on a tottering throne 
beset by doubt, danger, and difficulty, and his reign forms one 
of the most remarkable epochs in Florentine history : praise 
and blame have been meted out to him with no unsparing hand 
by· passion, prejudice, and that universal hatred with which he 
managed to inspire the nation. He found her struggling for a 
feverish existence in gloom poverty and misfortune, surrounded 
.by extem81 dangers and menaced both by friend and foe; weak 
and fretful within; still writhing from the torments of slavery 
but with a vivid remembrance of departed liberty; with spirits 
excited, passions fierce ; and the whole frame of society ready 
to· burst asunder : no native troops; dependent on foreign 
swords and more dangerous hirelings ; commerce ruined ; 
industry enfeebled ; resources gone ; agriculture withered ; 
manufactures decayed; ruined towns, and devastated plains! 
Such was the state of Florence at Cosimo's accession. He left 
her with increased dominion, augmented population, cities flou
rjshing, and industry awake and active: with agriculture reviv
ing, manufactures in vigorous movement, extensive commerce, 
and flourishing revenues. He left order in public departments, 

* Cantini, Leggl. 
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the laws improved, simplified, and in despotic action ; a 
numerous well-organized militia, a regular army, and a rising 
and not inglorious fleet. He found war and for a while pur
sued it, but he left peace ; he found want, he left abundance ; 
he found Florence feeble and despised ; he left her strong, res· 
pected, and even courted by the greatest potentates of Europe. 
He found the mangled coree of a tyrant still warm and reek
ing, and cemented a more enduring tyranny with his blood ; 
he found the remnant of a high-spirited fierce and elastic 
liberty, and left a heavy mass of unleavened slavery. Flo
rence no longer floated amidst surrounding nations in the 
unfettered buoyancy of youth ; her race was run, her chariot 
broken, her free spirit passed away; one iron hand now ruled her 
destiny, and like the single senator of modem Rome she became 
a bitter mockery of the ancient and once illustrious republic. 

Such were the results of Cosimo's long domination and the 
vigorous spirit of his sway : but with the full extent of evil 
that purchased all this and continued to maintain it ; with all 
the coercion, the misery,. the moral suffering, the abject slavery, 
the fettered mind, and the prostration of human dignity, we 
are as yet unacquainted ; cotemporaries alone could have en
lightened us and they are lamentably silent: but we know. that 
he broke the spirit of the people ! * 

Con:KPOIWlY Mox.ucae.- England~ Elizabeth.- Scotland : Mary.
France: Francie II. until December 1560; then Cbarlee IX. until 1574; 
then Henry IIJ.-Spain: Philip H.-German Emperor: Ferdinand I. until 
1564; then Maximilian H.-Naples and Sicily: Philip of Spain.-Portugal : 
Sehutian.-Popea: Pius IV. until 1565 ; then in 1566 Piua V. until 1572; 
then Gregory Xlll.-Tnrkey : Sultan &lyman until 1566; then Selim II. 
-Poland : Henry of Anjou. 

• We here take leave of Scipione under the auapicea of the Medici. 
Ammirato, a minute and accurate hil- Alao of Giovanni Batista Adriaui, who 
toriau, but aomewhat cramped in his writes more agreeably and perhaps 
narraUve of latter timee, aa writ.iug more freely. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM A.D. 1575 TO A.D. 1587. 

FRANCIS I. 
GRAND DUKK OF TUSCANY. 

FLORENCE now ceases to be an independent state ; hence
forth she sinks into a secondary existence as the mere capital 

of Tuscany and seat of grand·ducal government : 
A.D. 1675. til th A . d th . li tl f h" un e ustnan ynasty ere 18 t e o grave 18· 

torical interest to narrate, but much of what may be called 
personal memoirs ; wherefore that period between the deaili 
of Cosimo I. and the accession of the house of Lorraine will 
(or the most part be rapidly passed over as dull, trifling, and 
historically unprofitable except as an example of crime, 
bigotry, corruption, bad government, and extreme puerility; 
.painful to tell and melancholy to contemplate : a period in 
which the gradual decay and final disappearance of the Medici 
like a pestilence from the earth, is ilie only real satisfaction to 
be derived from a perusal of their concluding history. 

The deaili of Cosimo made no immediate change in Flo
rence ; for ten years Francesco the First had been partially 
governing and easily assumed the sovereignty ; the nation was 
obedient, its spirit down, and no symptoms of revolution were 
manifest. He was saluted as Grand Duke by Gregory XIIT. 
and the princes who had acknowledged that title, but abstained 
from using the crown through fear of offending the emperor. 
This monarch's first act as if emblematic of his future reign, 
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was to confine Camilla Martelli in a convent, even on the very day 
of her husband's death, with orders for the most rigorous treat. 
ment! At thirty-three years of age, addicted to pleasure 
luxury and indolence, Francesco was disinclined to pursue his 
father's troublesome but ..WY politics, and although an equal 
encourager of art and industry fell far beneath him in spirit, 
ability, and fitness either to fill his place amongst European 
princes or bold the balance of Italy. Cosimo's powerful mind 
gave unnatural strength to his country ; under Francis it 
collapsed : Cosimo kept due decorum with the house of 
Austria, for he was indebted to it, but he knew how to main
tain his independence when necessary ; by a close alliance with 
Rome and a studied intercourse with France he curbed both 
its branches, enhanced his own value, and rendered his enmity 
formidable. For a long time the power of Spain in Italy was 
too insecure to dispense with him or even risk liis estrangement, 
and the emperor though always unfriendly, avoided an open 
rupture. Francis I. swe"ed, even before the Grand Duke's 
death, from this course and resolved to cling exclusively to 
Spain and Austria in hopes of preserving his father's inftuence 
in Italy, with additional protection against foreign enemies. One 
Of his first wishes was a confirmation of his title and he so far 
succeeded as to have the Tuscan ambassador received at Vienna 
with the same rank and honours as those paid to the ancient 
Florentine republic. This displeased the Duke of Ferrara who 
afterwards denounced him at Venice to Henry III. of France as 
a staunch friend of Austria. Ferrara then attempted to disturb 
the Tuscan frontier by fomenting squabbles amongst the Garfag
nana peasantry,_ and with such effect that troops were assembled 
on both sides and war became imminent until Philip II. peremp
torily arrested it. A Turkish Beet of three hundred and seventy 
sail appeared on the African coast, captured Tunis and Go
latta, alarmed all the westem states, and then retired without 
further mischief, but by bringing up Don John of Austria from 
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Sicily through the Piombino channel gave Francesco an oppor
tunity of requesting his good offices with Philip II. to employ 
Don Pietro de' Medici. This youth was rich, proud, wicked, 
and utterly debauched ; his infamy even amongst the Medici 
was remarkable ; and his plots, insults,libertinage and violence 
spared none, not even his brother's judges in their seat of office. 
But exclusive of this Francesco desired his absence, for since 
Cosimo's decease he disliked the presence of both brothers; no 
good feeling existed between them and his mistress Bianca 
Cappello who governed him, neither could he endure the re
monstrances of Ferdinand about his cruelty to Camilla Mar
telli and unbounded devotion to the former. Ferdinand 
sympathised with Camilla and encouraged her to patience, 
but disgusted with court, he retired permanently to &me 
and there received information of a lately-relinquished plot 
against his family, the particulars of which were instantly trans
mitted to Florence. Orazio Pucci, son of that Pandolfo who 
had conspired against Cosimo in 1560, determined to avenge 
his father's death, nor could all the subsequent favour of Cosimo 
obliterate his vindictiveness. Francesco's odious rule made 
it easy to find willing assistants, and four young men of 
the Ridolfi, the Capponi, the Alamanni, and Macchiavelli 
families joined in this danger. It was settled that a banquet 
should be prepared in one of their houses and the most distin
guished and beautiful women in Florence assembled to meet 
all the reigning family including Cosimo, who was alive when the 
plot began. Cosimo's mode of life rendered this plan abortive; 
his death lessened the difficulty and infused new spirit into the 
conspirators : medals · of :Srutus were struck at &me and 
carried as a symbol of companionship, but the quarrel of the 
brothers and Ferdinand's departure baffied them; so that both 
the design and all circumspection about the danger were laid 
aside together and the secret so badly kept that Ferdinand 
had notice of the whole transaction. Pucci was arrested, but 
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not before he bad wounded himself so badly as to retard his 
examination and give the rest time to fly. They tried to 
justify themselves, and attributed their flight to the effects 
of private malice, demanding a passport to return and prove 
their iimocence. This was granted but they fled beyond 
the Alps, and Pucci after a full confession was hanged on 
the same beam which fifteen years before had quivered to 
the dying struggles of his father. Twenty young Florentines 
were declared tO be either accomplices or privy to the plot, 
and a searching persecution followed; so that not less than 
300,000 ducats . fell into the grand-ducal treasury by con· 

, fiscating property under the Legge Polverina, now for the 
first time brought into action and pushed to its utmost by 
a remorseless tyrant. The combination of avarice and cruelty 
in this act disgusted everybody : the plot bad been renounced ; 
it was considered as the folly and excitement of youth, not 
a grave conspiracy tO destroy the government; public sympathy 
was with the conspimtors, and there were probably few that 
rejoiced in their failure : the principal families of Florence 
were brought to shame, and innocent children of unconvicted 
men were reduced to beggary! 

About this time a revolution at Genoa attmcted the eyes of 
Europe towards that quarter and threatened the peace of Italy. 
In 1528, when Andrea Doria quitted the French for the impe
rial service his first object was Genoa : at that time he was 
blamed by many for this desertion, but posterity has acquitted 
him by a more impartial sentence: the contract was mutual, the 
conditions were not observed by France, whose general tried as 
is said to assassinate him, and moreover his engagement of. ser
vice bad expired : no ties of justice, honour, or even gratitude 
existed to attach him to Francis, and his country's cause drew 
him strongly the other way*· He abolished the names of 
Guelph and Ghibeline and restored Genoa to independence but 

• Guatiniani, .Annali di Genoa, Carta cclx=. 
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not to freedom, for a strong-winged aristocracy still soared above 
the people and pounced on what they pleased. Unsuccessful plots 
against established governments leave the latter more powerful : 
they are generally attributed rather to the excess than the want 
of freedom, and liberty gains nothing by the reaction; for the mass 
of a people must be deeply imbued with the necessity of free.. 
dom to inslll'e its triumph. The failure of Fiescbi 's conspiracy 
in 154 7left the Genoese aristocracy more powerful than before ; 
it occasioned a further contraction of the circle even to the con
fines of an oligarchy, and the failure of another Fieschi at Paris, 
almost while we write, has fixed the king more firmly on his 
throne, scsred the supporters of order and regular government, 
and dealt a severe blow to the real liberty of France. 

Andrea Doria, intending to stifle faction when he emancipated 
Genoa, mingled every class of citizens except the lowest or 
plebeians by arranging them under twenty-eight names of 
distinguished families including all shades of political opinion, 
and succeeded in uniting the mass so firmly together that old 
sects withered, but young shoots soon replaced them. Under the 
names of these twenty-eight houses, or Alberghi, the whole 
citizen population of Genoa eligible to state honours was reduced : 
at first there were twenty-three families amongst the ancient 
aristocracy and only five of the more recent nobility who by 
these regulations were allowed to preserve their original name : 
the latter were called the Portico Nuovo, or Portico di San 
Pietro; the former the Portico Vecchio, or Portico di San 
Luca ; but as the " Golden Book" of Genoa was not so firmly 
closed as that of Venice, the Portico NW>tJo afterwards increased! 
The riches. and influence of ancient families however still en
abled them to keep in power while the rest were fretted at being 
thus deprived of what the laws allowed; and the lowest classes 
with a lively recollection of their former influence, felt them
selves entirely neglected. The alarm occasioned by Fiesehi's 
bold conspiracy enabled government to reduce the circle of 
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supreme power with manifest advantage to the Portico Vee
chio by a reform derisively ciJ.Ued the Garibo or Garibetto, 
because Andrea Doria used to declare that be would "Dar 
Garibo" or set public affairs in order by it; and his vast in
fluence, with a general respect for his character, kept the Por
tico Nuovo from any violent expreBBion of their discontent. 
Even after his death the revolt and protracted resistance of 
Corsica by its outward pressure restrained the spirit of discord 
within ; but once relieved from this weight the steam began to 
work and the discontented nobles of the new Portico, them
selves sprung from the people, made use of democratic indig
nation to destroy their rivals, which after one fruitless attempt 
at reconciliation, they accomplished by driving them from the 
town. Ambassadors were despatched by both parties to Spain, 
France, and Tuscany ; the Portico N uovo demanded assistance 
from the two last, and allured by Francesco's vast wealth and 
near neighbourhood offered him the Lordship of Genoa as they 
had before indirectly done to Cosimo. The Portico Vecchio 
applied to Philip who also through them caught a glimpse of 
the sovereignty while apparently intent on restoring harmony 
alone, and the Grand Duke secretly promised to aid him in this 
acquisition but not without a share of the spoil ; alleging his pre
tensions through the Florentine republic to Sarzana and Sarza
nello as a justification. Nor did Don John of Austria undervalue 
this opportunity of scooping out a principality for himself, and 
therefore shaped his course to the troubled city, while Francesco 
was collecting a strong force in Lunigiana ready to profit by cir
cumstances. Pope Gregory XIII. sent Cardinal Morone as a 
peace-maker, with whom Philip hypocritically chimed in to calm 
Francesco, while the levy of troops in Lombardy and a naval 
armament at Carthagena belied his own words and startled Italy. 
The Genoese forbad Don John of Austria to enter their port, 
and Gregory with unusual spirit declared to the Spanish 
ambassador that if his master presumed to oppress Genoa he 
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bad a million of gold in Saint Angelo every farthing of which 
and all the Italian powers should be employed against him. 
Francesco endeavoured to convince the pontiff of Spain's sin
cerity at the very moment be himself was offering to assist her 
and share the conquest, which be was not disposed to relinquish 
even to Philip himself, stillleBB to have Don Juan for a neigh
bour with all Genoa at his command. This last fear finally 
changed his tone and Gregory was soon as strenuously urged to 
interfere as be bad been before entreated to be calm. Fmn
oesco also endeavoured to impreBB on Philip's mind the dangers 
of an Italian war to Spanish dominion as France bad offered 
every &BBistance to the democmcy, and moreover bad sent & 

special meBBenger to negotiate a league with him at Florence 
for upholding the independence of Genoa. He also persuaded 
the emperor to oppose any infringement of imperial rights over 
that city, and spread the alarm of Don Juan's designs through 
all Italy besides allowing the Portico Nuovo to recruit secretly 
both officers and men in his dominions : Montauto was sent to 
command the Genoese forces and Giulio Sali permitted to asse~
ble a thousand of the Pisan militia for their aid whom Francis 
himself supplied with stores and provisions*· To Don Juan's re
monstrances he opposed his own independence and his subjects' 
protection as an excuse ; and seeing the Presidij reenforced, 
besides bearing of the Spanish minister's open declaration that 
the storm would sweep towards Tuscany, he promptly assembled 
ten thousand militia in those districts, besides strengthening the 
garrison of Siena and at once offering to sell four of his galleys 
to the Genoese. These determined and spirited acts discon
certed Don Juan who was not yet openly supported by Philip; 
but not content with this the Gmnd Duke plainly declared to 
Giovan Andrea Doria who commanded the aristocmtic forces 
and acted with Spain, that be would not tamely see a war 

• Botta, Storia, Lib. xiii.-Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. i.-lllecatti, Stor. Cron. di 
PireDZO, vol ii., p. 7 58. 
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kindled so near home if thirty thousand men could prevent it. 
The Portico Vecchio however pushed on their attacks with vigour 
and success until everything by Morone's exertions, was referred 
to the imperial ministers, the pope, and the king of Spain : but 
the aristocracy still resisted nor was it until Francesco's army 
threatened them from Lunigiana that they yielded, and in 
October 1676 concord was restored by a reform which took 
place in the following March*. 

This transaction is sufficient to show what a powerful 
organization of military force and national resources Cosimo bad 
established in Tuscany, and how formidable he might have made 
himself had health and ambition lasted, when so inferior a 
character as Francesco was enabled to assume such an attitude. 

Don Juan in revenge opposed every possible impediment to 
the recognition of Francesco's title, until the latter wearied out 
with vexatious delays applied directly to Maximilian II. with 
a loan of 100,000 ducats and information of certain intrigues 
against him by Ferrara about the crown of Poland, besides other 
small services, enough to show his capability of being useful. 
The result was a resolution to terminate this vain and puerile 
contention by creating Francesco Grand Duke of Tuscany with
out noticing the papal Bull or any feudal subjection to the 
empire ; which diploma after publication at Florence 
. f all uk A.D. 1678. m February 1676 gave precedence o other D es 
and immediately after the Venetian Ambassadors to the Grand 
Duke's representatives at the imperial court t. 

Embassies of congratulation immediately crowded to Flo
rence from almost all the European states, filling the court with 
festivity and administering largely to Francesco's pride : but 
this enjoyment was confined to the palace, there was no public 
sympathy; the Grand Duke's rule became daily more hateful, 
and Cosimo's steady rigour every moment more regretted . • * Muratori, AUDali.-Galluni, Lib. i'l"', cap. i0 , 

t Galluzzi, Lib. iv", cap. i0 , 
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Cosimo himselt governed, and did justice between man and 
man : he received the complaints of his people and considered 
them : Francesco left this duty to those who had an interest 
in perverting justice : the former long ere he died wrote sharply 
to the Prince on this subject, but still more so to the supreme 
council whom he upbraided for their neglect of his established 
custom of allowing every class of persons to address letters to 
himself with the certainty that their business would never be 
divulged*· The most noted of these ministers was Antonio 
Serguidi of Volterra who by a long and assiduous service in 
various household posts without much personal merit, had ad
vanced in favour; his marriage with old Concini's daughter 
brought him the support of that able minister during Cosimo's 
life-time and finally introduced him to the cabinet, but at 
Cosimo's death he undermined Concini's infiuence and cun
ningly sought the support of Bianca Cappello through whom 
he disposed of every public employment. 
· The supreme council of state had gradually melted into a 
mere court of justice by the operation of the Pratica Secreta, 
and this subsequently degenerated from the same cause, namely 
the non-attendance of the sovereign in person and the creation 
of secretaries, who with any others he pleased to name trans
acted all state affairs. Hence appointment to office became 
uncertain, partial, corrupt, and favour overcame right espe
cially in the creation of senators, about which Cosimo had ever 
been so rigidly impartial as once to refuse a person recom
mended by Pius IV because others of the same family were 
already in that assembly. Dissatisfaction therefore increased, 
a shameful mal-administration of justice terrified the innocent 
more than the guilty and allowed the great to trample on it 
with impunity : hence alarming disorders. augmented, and a 
hundred and eighty-six cases of 8888S8ination, or attempts at it, 
occurred m the brief period of eighteen months after Cosimo's 

• Galluzzi. Lib. iii.. cap. ix. 
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decease. This evil spread rapidly, murder and robbery stalked 
abroad unchecked amongst the bills of the Mugello the Casen· 
tino and Florentine Romagna. Increased severity only inflamed 
crime, offenders became more numerous, even more wicked from 
despair ; the peasantry perplexed by a multitude of vexatious 
laws against these freebooters found it lees dangerous to join 
than fight them ; the feudal mountain chiefs and papal bor
derers were in continual feud and retained these outlaws for 
revenge until at last this miniature of the ancient condottieri 
became too strong for ordinary law, so that the Tuscan militia 
and papal troops were forced to act ere these provinces were 
quieted*· The plague too, which bad burst forth at Trent 
and swept fearfully ~er Lombardy, after carrying oft' seventy 
thousand Venetian subjects, now threatened Tuscany: com
merce ceased, all intercommunication was suspended and terror 
became universal ; the shops were deserted, the temples 
thronged, minds weakened, and superstition paramount : in 
addition, clouds of locusts devoured the Maremma crops and 
the extraordinary contributious raised to meet these evils added 
to the general misery. Amidst this gloom a brilliant comet 
appeared in rapid progress through the heavens and gave a 
fixed direction to the coJ\iectures of astrology, which charged it 
with all the existing calamities ; but the more sagacious monks 
declared these signs, wonders, and misfortunes to be a visible 
expression of divine wrath because their convents were made 
to pay the Gabella. The forced labours called " Ooman
date," besides other burdens on both peasant and landlord, 
levied round Floren<.'.e to meet the fanciful and expensive deco
rations ef villa Pratolino was a fertile source of mischief which 
destroyed cattle and tillage and ruined all agricultural enter· 
prise: but besides all this, tears fell fast and frequent in Florence 
as her scaffolds quivered to the struggles of dying kinsmen, vic· 
tims d~ged in from German forests and Sicilian plains to pay 

• O.Uuu.i, Lib. iv", cap. ii•. 
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the never-ending penalty of Pucci's conspiracy*. Courtly licen
tiousness lent its aid and threw a deep disgusting shadow on 
the picture while it took fast root in Florentine society : mur
ders of the darkest hue filled the deep cup of princely wicked
ness, and Don Pietro young as he was, drank largely ; for 
heartless headstrong and dissolute, this cold-blooded murderer 
of his unhappy wife floated conspicuous on the ruddy wave of 
Medician villany. His libertinage was not confined to what are 
called legitimate channels, but on the contrary involved the most 
shocking debaucheries, so that even at the court of Florence 
amongst an unscrupulous kindred he and his companions were 
preeminent! 

His wife and cousin, Donna Eleonora de Toledo, had arrived 
at court under Cosimo 's protection replete with beauty and 
modesty, and the Duke soon became so attached to her as to 
occasion a report that his son's marriage was a measure of mere 
precaution to hide the consequences I She is said at least 
to have come innocent to Florence but Medician influence 
dissolved her morality and left only dregs behind : whether 
contaminated before or after marriage her imprudence soon 
becan:le apparent, and the excessive attention shown by her to 
Bernardo Antinori, then under confinement, exhibited the blind
ness of her passion. Condemned to exile in Elba for a justifi
able homicide he conesponded with her through the hands of 
his brother, but the latter imprudently giving one of his letters 
to Giulio Ceccini a musician who was waiting to see the princess, 
his curiosity became excited, both seal and honour were simul
taneously broken, and the billet was carried to the Grand 
Duke instead of its original destination. Antinori was instantly 
~ent for; he heard the letter read by Francesco himself ; 
walked quietly to the Bargello, and was there strangled with
out further ceremony ! The brother escaped for the moment 
from Florence but not from the tyrant's vengeance : Eleonora 

• Galluui, Lib. iv", cap. ii., pp. 33 to 35. 
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on hearing of the discovery wrote after some delay to her brother 
at Naples but it was too late ; her fate was already decided. 
With a ftood of tears she embraced her child, tore herself 
desperately away and was instantly hurried off to the villa of 
Ca.faggiola where Don Pietro stabbed her to the heart while 
kneeling at his feet imploring mercy from him and God's for
giveneBB of her errors I The body was carried to Florence 
and privately buried in the church of San Lorenzo, where on 
some repairs being made in 1608 the writer of the manuscript 
whenr,e this account is taken, &BBertB that he saw it. Her remains 
"bad been removed from the new sacristy and placed under 
the roof, and she tDa& 10 beautiful tDitkota the corpu being in the 
lstut corrupted 01' inJured, (and what i8 mo1t a.tounding and 
man~ellow, the nose not in the 1lightslt degru injuretl) that ahe 
appeared ea1aetly a1 if •he were 1leeping, and tDa& dreued all in 
white "*. Francesco was privy to the whole transaction; the right 
of murder was an heir-loom in the family peculiarly his own and 
in this instance lent, not alienated ; the males rioted in all the 
rankneBB of sensuality ; the females were first conupted and 
then sacrificed to their husbands' jealousy or turpitude. The 
world was told that Eleonora died of a palpitation of the heart 
but Philip II. learned the trnth, and all her own family, in
cluding the Duke of Alva were indignant, so that through their 
angry expressions the fact became public t. 

·But the bloody chariot still rolled on I Donna Isabella de' 
Medici, Francesco's sister, and wife of Paulo Giordano Orsini 
Duke ofBracciano, was the admiration and delight of Florence : 
wit, beauty, and talent, made her conspicuous amongst the 

• ·" Origine e Deecendenm della Caaa Fiorentino" (vol. vi., p. 198), to say 
de' Medici" (folio 273 to 278). It nothing of Buonarroti, whose tomb 
hae been already aaid that this MS., was opened about the middle of the 
from the handwriting, seems to be of eighteenth century and the body found 
the seventeenth century; but there are t~n~altered, looking as though be bad 
besides this notice some curious records juat expired- See also Botta, Stot. 
of ancb preservation of bodies in Flo- d'ltalia, Lib. xix. 
renee to be found in " L'Onervatore + Galluzzi, Lib. iv., eap.li0 • 
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females of the day, and illustrious rank added a brilliancy to 
her other endowments that dazzled every eye, and captivated 
every heart but her husband's. Learned in the French, 
Spanish, and Latin tongues, and speaking them all with fluency; 
a perfect musician, mistress of almost every instrument, 
singing with infinite melody, a poetess and improvi8atrictJ by 
nature, Isabella was the soul of all around her and the fairest 
star of the Medici *· Such is her portrait, nearly in the 
worda of an almost cotemporary writer. But she was not 
exempt from frailty, and Cosimo himself was accused of loving 
her with something more than pure paternal affection : this is 
probably false, easily said and hard to disprove, yet it shows 
of what the public thought him eapable. As she was kind to 
Bianca Cappello Francesco favoured her, but whether from 
weariness of a married life or disgust at her conduct, Orsini 
rarely visited Florence and left his wife under the care of a 
consin named Troilus : this man was soon captivated, he killed 
Lelio Torello the Grand Duke's page, through pure jealousy, and 
proved an unfaithful guardian ! But many were the admirers of 
Isabella de' Medici! At Rome her reputation huug lightly on 
the statue of Pasquin, and at Florence her secrets were no 
better kept: for a time Cosimo's authority served as a shield, and 
being cognizant of everything he repeatedly warned her of his 
mortality. The pasqwnades of Rome were transmitted to Fran
cesco by his brother along with complaints of Isabella's scan
dalous notoriety, and Duke Francis hastened to make arrange
ments with Orsini ~or her murder as the only effectual remedy. 
Some time before this Isabella having some foreboding of mis
chief wrote to Catharine of Medicis and was advised to seek 
refuge ~ Genoa where a galley would be ready to receive her: 
it was too late ; like Eleonora her sentence was already passed 
and death secretly awaited her. On coming to Florence Orsini 

* Origine e De!Cendenza de' Medici, MS., folio 268.-Galluu.i, Lib. i~.~ c:ao. ii., 
p. 37.-Boua, Storia d'Ital•, Lib. ziT. 
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paid his wife the most marked attention even with the appearance 
of affection until the sixteenth of July 1676, only five days 
after Eleonora's death, when she accompanied him to the villa 
of Cerrato Guidi accompanied by Lucrezia Fresoobaldi and other 
ladies of her household. The supper was unusually agreeable ; 
Orsino's manner particularly affectionate; when the prinC688 
retired he presented her with two dogs which she was to try in 
the next day's sport, and subsequently sent her an invitation to 
occupy his apartments during their stay at the villa. On receiv
ing this message Isabella with an involuntary shudder turned to 
Lucrezia Freseobaldi saying, "Lucrezia, shall I go or not go, 
" what sayest thou?" To which Luerezia answered, "He is yuur 
1' husband madam, but do as you please." She went and was 
received with smiles, but even in the moment that Orsino's arms 
pressed her with apparent fondneaa he suddenly slipped a noose 
round her neck and betrayed her with a kiss I She died after a 
violent struggle, but according to the Grand Duke's account by a 
sudden fit of apoplexy while bathing her bead, and a hypocritical 
letter of condolence from him to Orsino closed the scene. Troilus 

. Orsino was subsequently assassinated in France, for no country 
was impenetrable to the Medician dagger, and Isabella's mur
derer continued the intimate friend of her two brothers ! 

Cosimo, the son of Eleonora followed his mother to the grave 
in August and being heir-presumptive to the crown it is not 
surprising that in the suspicious and excited state of public 
feeling his death was without reason attributed to foul play.* 
It was on the contrary, a great mortification to Francis who 
hated the idea. of his brother's succeBSion, and the Grand 
Duchess gave him daughters alone t : he therefore became 

• Mecatti, Yol. ii., p. 761. 
t Amongst the deaths that diatin· 
guiahed this year wae that of George 
V uari. He was the friend and pupil 
of Michelangelo In painting and archi· 
lecture, . and the agl'eftoble though 
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somewhat inflated biographer of the 
Tuacan artiato. Hio principal work at 
Florence ia the " Ujkzi," a handsome 
piece of architecture but disfigured by 
the gallery above, an addition neYer 
dreamed of by the artiat. He alao 
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fretful aud unhappy, and the natural gloom of his character 
so much augmented that he even reproached Bianca Cappello 
for her sterility. To her his devotion bad been steadfast and 
unbounded during thirteen years for she has been described as 
one of those women who seem bom to excite powerful emotions: 
her story is singularly romantic. 

As the daughter of Bartolommeo Cappello one of the most 
illustrious of Venetian nobles; she lived from infancy in all the 
splendour of that age and country and was endowed by nature 
with every female attraction : grace and fascination hung on her 
movements and whether grave or gay, silent or speaking, her 
soft and flexible muscles would assume the fairest and most 
expressive forms of evanescent feeling ; for without any pecu
liar regularity of feature she concentrated within herself the 
varied influence of every feminine beauty, and bad lures for 
every heart. In one of those narrow streets which form the only 
land communications in Venice was situated the Florentine 
bank of Salviati, and precisely opposite stood the palaCe of 
Bartolommeo Cappello : amongst the numerous clerks of that 
opulent company was Fiero Buonaventuri a young and band
some gentleman of reduced family but extremely attractive 
manners, and holding a responsible office in the company. 
So near a neighbourhood afforded him many opportunities of 
seeing the young and lively Bianca and finally of declaring his 
affection : neither had his handsome figure been unobserved 
by the girl, nor failed of its impression ; for in her innocence 
thinking that such a form de1erved to be chief partner of the 
bank she fondly persuaded herself that he really was so, and 
the road thus prepared Bianca fell deep in love ere she dis
covered that Fiero held only a subordinate place in the esta
blishment. A previous knowledge of this might have saved 
ller by rousing the Venetian pride, but it was now too late, for 

built the connecting gallery frum the vestibule of the San LoreDZO LibiVJ, 
Palazzo Pitti to the Palazzo Vecchio, after the deaign of bia muter. 
aod restored or rather completed the 

I 
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vows had been exchanged and troth pledged on either side ; 
the ring presented and the bride already swom : secret visits, 
fears, excited hopes, resolutions made and broken, and all the 
tumult of the wildest passion had killed both pride and reason 
and altogether annihilated prudence. 

One summer's evening Bianca crossed the street to· visit 
Piero, leaving her door unclosed ; a family tradesman who hap· 
pened to be calling for orders shut it on quitting the palace, 
little dreaming of the consequences that trifling act was to 
produce I In the morning Bianca stepped across the street 
covered only by a light mantle but found herself shut out, and 
after vainly trying to awaken an old nurse her only confidant 
burst into an agony of tears. The day was already breaking, 
not a moment remained for discussion, Piero reconducted her 
to his chamber, collected every resource that time allowed, 
hurried his wife into a gondola and soon breathed more freely on 
the Adriatic. After some danger they arrived at Florence where 
the marriage ceremony being completed the lovers were esta· 
blished in his father's house. This event agitated all Venice, for 
the Cappelli were potent, and the whole nobility sympathised : 
Grimani Patriarch of Aquileia, Bianca's uncle, neglected nothing 
that pride and indignation dictated, and all the honour of the 
golden book turned pale at Piero 's audacity ! A reward of 
2000 ducats was set on his head ; his uncle Giambatista was 
arrested and died in the Venetian prisons; Italy resounded with 
the. adventure; and reproof, pity, envy, and admiration, filled 
the public mind. Meanwhile old Buonaventura who was very 
poor, felt this additional charge so much as to dismiss his only 
servant, and his wife being helpless, the noble and delicate 
Bianca, the child of luxury and refinement, the future Grand 
Duchess of Tuscany, was compelled to perform every menial 
household serVice ! But love overcame all, and terror for Piero 's 

· lite coupled with the dread of falling herself into the hands of a.n 
enraged father kept them both close prisoners, and made her sub

u2 
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mit most cheerfully. The story had been long public when 
Francesco became curious to see its heroine; one day driving 
acroee the Place of Saint Mark be suddenly looked up at the 
windows when Bianca, never having seen him before, was 
peeping from behind the blinds ; their eyes however met ; and 
from .that moment he became her slave ! As the story runs, 
though not undisputed ; an interview was managed unknown to 

· Bianca by the wife of Mondragon& a Spanish favourite of the 
prince, and one day she was suddenly startled by hill appearance 
in a retired chamber of that lady's dwelling. Alarmed at the 
apparition she fell on her knees, declared herself bankrupt of 
everything but honour, and implored Francesco's forbearance and 
protection. Being assured of both the prince retired and· that 
interview terminated. In time however the arts of Mondragone 
by continually working on her domestic affections, her hopes, 
and her very fears for Piero 's life, gradually undermined her prin
ciples and with the countenance of a heartless, grovelling, and 
contemptible husband, whom she nevertheless continued to love 
until his death, secretly became the prince's mistress. During 
this amour Francesco married, but Bianca still reigned para~ 
mount, and Giovanna of Austria a princess of more virtue than 
beauty complained in vain of his conduct. 

Bianca and Piero were magnificently lodged near the palace; 
he was promoted to the highest household dignities, became 
proud, insolent, and unpopular ; licentious in conduct and 
universally detested : this proved fatal, and with the acquies
cence of Francesco, after a brave resistance against many assail
ante he was murdered at the corner of Via Maggio not fa.r from 
his own door, by one of the Ricci family. 

Bianca expressed great sorrow for his death ; their only 
daughter Pelegrina afterwards married one of the Bentivogli 
c;>f Bologna ; but she, despairing of again becoming a mother 
resolved to feign pregnancy and present Francesco with a new
born male infant as her own. The offspring of three women in 
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three different quarters or Florence was accordingly purchased 
before birth, and one proving a male child it W88 properly 
deposited in her c~ber and in due time reproduced to the 
attendants and Francesco as his own undoubted offspring. 
Saint Antony being the reputed author of this the infant was 
named after him and subsequently became a distinguished man 
under the appellation of Don Antonio de' Medici. Thus ended 
the second act or this drama: the third was tragic : two of the 
mothers engaged to supply these children are said to have been 
murdered ; the third escaped ; a fourth woman and the 
principal of Bianca's agents W88 suspected by her and sent 
home to Bologna: amongst the Apennines she was wounded by 
a shot but lived to reach that city and there made her depo
sition .which revealed the whole plan of deception, and she 
is said moreover to have declared that her murderers were 
Florentine soldiers and bravos of Bianca Cappello. This pro
cess was immediately sent to the cardinal at Rome, but Bianca 
had already acknowledged everything to Francesco, and with
out any diminution of his affection. Such accusations of 
murder in those days from an angry woman should be received 
with caution even if she really made them ; for Bianca's dis
position was not blood-thirsty and she felt perfectly sure of 
Francesco's devotion without the necessity of resorting to 
violence ; besides, robbery and murder were then rife amongst 
the Apennines : neither have we better authority for believing 
in the fate of the two mothers than the assertion of Botta 
and Galluzzi who give no proofs : Bianca W88 bad enough 
but she was not a Medici I The complaints of Giovanna 
meanwhile made all her brothers indignant, and Francesco 
was angrily threatened until the death of Maximilian II. in 
October, which took off their attention to affairs of greater 
consequence. Bianca with all the credulity of that age, not 
trusting to her own powers of fascination, employed a Hebrew 
witch to invoke the aid of spirits; she received philtres, recited 
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incantations, and made use of the various tools with which 
knavery works on folly: all this was of course exaggerated by 
malice, jealousy, and vulgar credulity; and so infatuated were 
the people that after gazing at Bianca's beautiful countenance 
they still believed the J ewess to be the enchantress I 

The new Emperor Rodolph II. wa.s inclined to the Medici 
and fina.lly brought his uncles to reason, because the influence of 
Tuscany on Ita.lia.n politics was still too strong to be forfeited on 
grounds so slight a.s the complaints of a. jealous woman against 
her husband. It was however proposed to send an envoy, but 
more on the part of the brothers than the emperor, to investi
gate the subjects of quarrel, which were in fact Bianca Cappello 
and money, for the grand duchess was liberal even to the 
extreme of extravagance. The result was a remonstra.nc:e from 
Rodolph to treat her with greater lenity and consideration, and 
fortune soon gave Francesco an opportunity of acceding to his · 
wish by quieting every dispute in the birth of a son on the 
twentieth of May 1577. This at once reconciled him and he 
became more generous, nay so considerate a.s to remove even 
his mistress from Florence *· 

In Genoa. the Portico V eccbio was dissatisfied and turbu
lent : their antagonists not only threatened to exclude them 
from government but again sought Francis as a. protector, 
offering in eight days to proclaim him Lord of Genoa, a.s they 
wanted neither France nor Spain, and were too disunited for 
self-government. It was one of those moments that distin
guishes a. spiritless and selfish prudence from generous and 
legitimate ambition, but the very nature of Francis made him 
repel such confidence and crouch to more congenial tyranny. 
He not only refused the national offer but favoured the nobles, 
and even denied an o.sylum to some popular malcontents who 
had been compelled to quit their country. 

Leghorn now became an object of care to this sovereign a.s 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. ii•. 
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previously to Cosimo: it had originally belonged to Pisa but was 
lost at the destruction of Porto Pisano in one of her wars with 
Geno&; its advantages were not unperceived by Florence at the 
Pisan conquest wherefore being purehased in 1421 a fort and 
lighthoUBe were erected and a few miserable families, principally 
convicts who gained a scanty livelihood by the fishing and coast
ing trade, were its only inhabitants. Cosimo after a suceeesful 
drainage of the Pisan swamps began the improvement of Leg
horn and spared no pains to render it fit for man by 
d • • fi 'fy' d nla-nn th b died A.D,l$77, rammg, ort.i mg, an e.uuw15 ... g e port; ut 
ere his plans were completed. Francis I. determined to build a 
city and trust to privileges immunities and other benefits for ita 
population. In March 1577 this work began with great cere
monies after Bernardo Buontalenti the engineer had explored 
the heavens and discovered the most propitious moment. To 
aid population Francesco would have revived the ancient Flo
rentine commerce with Turkey by reestablishing the " Bailo" 
or consul at Pera and thus induce Greeks and Levantiues 
to inhabit Leghorn ; but the Porte complained of his galleys, 
naturalty at a loss to conceive how two nations could be simul
taneously at peace and war with each other. Francis attempted 
to deceive the Sultan with falsehoods backed by direct pro
mises of safety to Turkish vessels touching at Leghorn ;- he 
was on the point of sUccess when the intrtgues of France and 
Venice unsettled the negotiations, and a cargo of slaves ran
somed from the Knights of San Stefano iurned the scale by 
their complaints of cruel treatment in the ¥1.orentine galleys. 
" Let them quit this nonsense of the gal1eys, and lay them up, 
" and be at peace," exclaimed the Sultan, "otherwise we shall 
"do nothing." This language was too honest for Medician 
duplicity, and the visier in reproaching Francesco's ambassador 
for his master's falsehoods added, that the Ttirkish ports would 
be opened to Tuscan commerce whenever the galleys of San 
Stefano ceased to cruise and the Grand Duke lent no assistance 
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to Pope or Spaniard*· This failure was somewhat compen· 
sated by the increasing trade with Spain, but Leghorn made 
little progress during the reign of Francis, yet solid foundations 
were then laid which have since been justified by the super· 

structure. Don Pietro de' Medici was sent by his 
A.D. 1678. b th 8 • 'th 1 did ti' cl th ro er to pam WI a sp en re nue un er e 
tutelage of Prospero Colonna in the hope·of Philip's giving 
him some employment suitable tO his rank, and the young 
murderer was received with distinguished honour by that court: 
be Was visited by all his incensed relations of the Alva and Toledo 
race, and a royal infant happening just then to see the light, the 
destroyer of his own wife was most appropriately selected by the 
murderer of his own son to hold it at the sacred font, the high· 
est honour in his power to confer I But his infamy soon gave 
universal offence and sent him back to Tuscany, the cardinal 
endeavouring to excuse his excesses· as the effects of Colonna's 
severity coupled with the natural lightness of youth ! It is 
true that he was only nineteen years and a half old when he 
stabbed his wife and might well be excused for minor villany 
two years afterwards. The Grand Duchess died in childbed on 
the eleventh of April 1678 to the regret of the Florentines by 
whom she was beloved for her virtues and pitied for her 
sorrows, both made more conspicuous by the villany of her 
husband t . She left a son and three daughters, namely Don 
Filippo, Eleonora, ~na, and Maria, and public feeling became 
so excited in her favour and by indignation against Francis 
that he quitted Florence on pretence of making a journey 
through part of his dominions. 

The cardinal proposed another marriage but was met roughly, 
and all further communication ceased; the Medici party at Rome 

• Mecatti, Stor". Cron•, vol. ii, Parte bead of the atatue of Abundance in 
ii•, p. 762.~alluzzi, Lib, iv", cap. iii•. the Boboli Gardena, wbicb is a portrait 
t Giovanua is described aa of amall of her by Giovanni da Bologna, abe 
stature, )M!Je complexion, and not beau- must have bad a pretty expreaeion of 
tiful : but if we may judge from the countenance and fine profile. 
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was broken up and Ferdinand now looking only to personal 
interests attached himself exclusively to Queen Catharine of 
France who with all her party were detested by the Grand 
Duke. Catharine of Medicis had constantly protected those 
conspirators who escaped beyond the Alps, and were still unmea
sured in their abuse of Francis : of these, Antonio and Piero 
Capponi, and Bernardo Girolamo, were Pucci and Ridolfi's 
chief accomplices, also the most reckle88 in their present vitu
peration. The Duke's course was simple; a packet of subtle 
poisons for which the Medician laboratory was celebrated ; 
4000 ducats for each murder ; an unlimited credit for all 
contingent expenses,· and a letter to the secretary of his em
bassy at Paris to put the whole machine in motion, very soon 
relieved him from this annoyance. Curzio Picchena da Colle 
was a young man ever ready to execute his sovereign's orders 
wherefore Bernardo Girolamo soon ceased to breathe: the others 
became more circumspect: a member of the embassy was tried 
and saved only by dint of bribery ; the Florentines published 
this trial accompanied by annotations disgraceful to Francis ; 
but the remaining conspirators having more fear of the assas
sin's knife than trust in royal protection .dispersed throughout 
the kingdom, some even flying to England for safety. It was all 
useless ; the Medici was a keen huntsman ; Italian murderers 
in the changed circumstances were deemed better than French
men and despatched in such numbers to France and England 
as to secure his object : all the conspirators fell one by one 
under their daggers. Queen Catharine, herself a Medici and 
most royal aBSassin, would at first have put Picchena to death ; 
but more inclined to dissimulation and the pleasures of a long 
vengeance, she maintained a constant opposition to all her cou
sin's wishes, his favourite schemes of politics, and his personal 
vanity. She undermined his plans of commerce with the Turk, 
vexed him with claims on Duke Alemnder's property, and pro
moted the elevation of Giuliano de' Medici to the cardinalship. 
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But Francis was then too much taken up with Bianca Ca.ppellQ 
to give himself any trouble about Catharine's enmity ; be 
bad murdered all his principal enemies and was absorbed in. 
the project of marrying his mistress. He had long swom to 
espollSe her and she now claimed his promise ; nevertheless there 
was some hesitation in placing a woman on the throne of TllSCany 
who bad been so many years his mistress; he feared the world's 
mockery, the ridicule and contempt of monarchs ; he sought 
priesUy council and received it, both !or and against the mar
riage; the latter convinced his reason, and he vowed it should 
never be; thllS breaking his solemn oath to Bianca Cappello : the 
former re-convinced him of its necessity and he again perjured 
himself, for Bianca had also propitiated the church, and by means 
of Francesco's confessor and her own wiles overset all adverse 
reasoning. A private marriage took place in the palace only 
two months after Giovanna's decease; the confessor became 
Bishop of Chiusi, and Bianca was never accllSed of ingratitude 
towards him or his family. She removed her residence under 
pretence of superintending the young princesses, lived in the 
palace as their governess and kept the whole transaction a pro· 
found secret even from Ferdinand, who was employed seeking a 
wife for his brother amongst crowned heads. Matrimonial nego
tiations with Austria and Savoy, and squabbles with the latter 
and Parma fomented by Spain under the mask of a mediator 
but of the same puerile character as before, occupied the 
sovereign's attention and at this period form the most promi
nent portion of TllSCan history. On the Parmesan quarrel 
much diplomacy was expended, and many accllS&tions made of 
crimes that were either true in themselves or thought most 
likely to pass current from the acknowledged character of the 
parties ; nor were actual crimes wanting, all being artfully 
maintained by Philip who above all things dreaded a good under
standing amongst Italian princes ; his states in that country 
were in fact made safe by these divisions and thllS becoming 
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arbiter of their disputes, he gradually absorbed their independ· 
ence, when by union they might have driven him from Italy. 
The unfortunate expedition and death of King Sebastian of 
Portugal with the destruction of his army by the African 
Moors, left that kingdom open to a disputed succession after 
the decease of Sebastian's great uncle Henry the Cardinal who 
vas far advanced in years. King Philip II. of Spain as son 
of Isabella Princess of Portugal resolved to vindicate his own 

• claim by force of arms while the houses bf Savoy, Parma, 
Braganza and others were proving theirs on paper; but being 
pressed bard in Flanders he had recourse to new loans for this 
new enterprise. Francesco agreed to supply him with 400,000 
ducats or their equivalent in troope, and took this opportunity of 
pressing on him the advantages of an Italian league against 
the 'l'urks, and transalpine nations, by which his wars in Flan· 
ders and Portugal might be more vigorously carried on when the 
tranquillity of Italy were thus secured. Philip accepted the 
money and declined the counsel, but with expressions of high 
satisfaction and the title of Molt IUtutriotu instead of V tny 
IUtutriotu! He appointed Don Pietro to command the Italian 
auxilia.ries, received Don Giovanni natural son of Cosimo into 
his service, and ordered the Spanish ambassador at Rome to 
act in concert with Tuscany*· 

Don Pietro was to levy ten thousand Italians for the Portu
guese war, and Don John of Austria having died suddenly, Prince 
Alexander Farnese of Parma son of Ottavio and Margaret of 
Aust.ria, was made govemor of the Low Countries. A conspiracy 
against the Grand Duke by some of the members of his own 
household gave him new occasion for severity, but the alarm thus 
excited was soon dissipated by more agreeable prospects; his mar· 
riage had been so well concealed that an illness which 
ocoasioned the Cardinal's coming to Florence alone .A.D. lm. 

enabled him to discover it by Bianca's close attendance on her 

• Mecatti, vol. ii., p. 768.-lluratori, Annali.-Oallazzi, Ll"b. iv., cap. ill. 
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husband. The year of mourning being terminated Fra,n~ 
casco informed Philip of his marriage, awaiting his approba
tion alone to publish it, which being given he sent Count 
Mario Sforza of Santa Fiore, and a pompous train to the 
Venetian republic declaring that he preferred a union with 
one of its daughters to any other in Europe, that he hoped 
now to become really its child as he had ever been in heart, 
and expressed a hope that as Bianca had already given him a 
son he should be blessed with other proofs of her fruitfulness ~ 

So infatuated was he notwithstanding Bianca's open confession 
of the trick! Nor did this ever cease; Don Antonio was always 
treated as his child and had a principality purchased for him in 
the kingdom of Naples to the value of 200,000 ducats besides 
great emoluments in Tuscany. 

At Venice, times and circumstances were changed, the am
bassador was received with high honours and unbounded magnifi
cence ; the city glowed with uninterrupted joy ; senate, nobles, 
people; all were in ecstasy ; and the shamed despised condemned 
giri, she whose conduct had brought disgrace on her family and 
the aristocracy; nay had carried dishonour into the very heart of 
the republic itself by having honestly married the man she loved, 
now as the adulterous bride of an exalted villain was applauded 
to the skies ! She suddenly became the pride of her family, the 
glory of her order, the hope of her country; and was immediately 
adopted by a public decree " .As th6 true and particular daughter 
' ' of the republic in comequence of those most singular and most 
" e:uellent qualities which rendered her worthy of the most spkn· 
" did fortune ! " . 

No sooner was this published than the bells of Saint Mark 
pealed their deep tones over the Adriatic and were followed by 
all the churches in Venice, the sound of artillery rolled through 
her canals and sea-hom palaces, and the city blazed with 
eountless illuminations; Bianca's father and brother were 
knighted, with the title of "Most IUustrious" and took prece· 
dence of all the Venetian aristocracy. The Seignory and Chiefs 

o," "'ed by Coogle 
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of the Council of Ten privately visited the ambassador, and the 
whole senate in a body congratulated him on the happy event. 

Honours and compliments were then bandied between the 
two states in unmeasured abundance; the Venetian "Privi
ugw" of adoption was taken to Florence by Santa Fiore, 
followed by two ambassadors charged to invest Bianca with 
all the prerogatives of her new rank and assist at her nup
tials. The pomp and splendour of this embassy are said 
to have exceeded anything of the kind ever before exhibited by 
Y enice even in its proudest days. The ambassadors Tiepolo 
and Michieli were accompanied by ninety gentlemen of the 
highest rank all emulating each other in the magnificence of 
their state and retinue ; Bianca's father and all his family with 
Grimani Patriarch of Aquileia and a host of Venetian nobles 
having been previously received at Florence. The embassy 
arrived in September and being escorted to the palace by Don 
Pietro, eighty nobles from the city of Venice alone, besides 
a host of gentlemen from Terra Ferma were there magnificently 
feasted by the sovereign. But the splendour of Venetian 
rejoicing was even exceeded by that of Florence ; jousts, balls, 
feasts, tournaments, bull-fights, the chace of wild beasts and every 
sort of pastime filled the city and adjacent hills and kept the 
V ai-d 'Arno alive with their echoes, while the Venetian am bas· 
sadors assured Francesco of the republic's wish to identify the 
interests of either state, and therefore presented Bianca with 
a valuabl~ jewel in the name of their government ; adding as 
the Senate's request, that the marriage ceremony should be pub
licly renewed for the sake of crowning the Grand Duchess 
with a regal diadem to give her equal rank with their two other 
adopted daughters the queens of Cyprus and Hungary. The 
pope's nuncio at first objected to this as an interference with 
his master's prerogative of king-making, but acquiesced on being 
assured that it was only a formal mode of adoption. 

• Galluzzi, ~b. iv., eap. iv.-Botta, Medici, Lettera to the Gru~d Duche•, 
Lib • .xiv.- Origioe e Inacen•. de' MS., p. 801. 
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On the twelfth of October 1579 the Senate, Council, and 
other magistracies were assembled in the great hall of the 
old republican palace and Francesco bad already occupied the 
throne, when the Venetian ambassadors introduced Bianca 
Cappello, followed by all her countrymen, and placed her by 
the side of the sovereign. The "Privilegio". of adoption was 
then read and ratified, the declaration that Bianca was a true 
and legitimate daughter of Venice was repeated, and the corona~ 
tion ceremony finally made her a participator of the paternal 
favours. The patriarch of Aquileia then pronounced a discourse 
on the utility of this marriage and the high dignity of being 
adopted by Saint Mark, after which the ring was presented and 
the Grand Duchees followed by her husband and all the assembly 
went in state to the cathedral where high mass finished the 
ceremony*· The Venetian ambassadors after awhile took 
their leave of Florence rich in honours and presents, but Bar· 
tolommeo Cappello made a longer stay, and Bianca's brother 
Vittorio remained there permanently. 

The whole expense of this marriage to the Grand Duke was 
estimated at 300,000 ducats, a sum equal to about one year's 
ordinary revenue of the ancient republic in its most glorious 
days ! These proceedings on the part of Venice were however 
not all ceremony ; their principal object was to seduce Fran· 
cesco from Spain and bring him over to themselves and French 
interests, but the Grand Duke soon proved his unaltered sen. 
timents by despatching Don Pietro at the head of ten thousand 
men to Philip's assistance ; yet the mutual courtesies of Venice 
and Tuscany were suspiciously watched by the latter, and trust
ing to the reports of his Italian ministers he became groundlessly 
alarmed, wherefore Don Pietro had instructions to undeceive 
the king on this point and request that he would caution his 
ministers against similar misrepresentations. The ltali!m 
princes being also jealous of this intimacy bet~een Spain, 

* Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. iv.-Mecatti, vol. ii., p. 763. 
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TUBCany, and Venice, as well as of the Grand Duke's favour with 
Austria, began to draw closer together by family alliances, 
while the Cardinal of Medicis kept so far aloof from all partici
pation in his brother's marriage as to refuse the Venetian am
bassador's congratulations ; coolly remarking that even the high 
honour of affiliation scarcely sufficed to make such a marriage 
palatable. Some indeed assert that he attempted to poison the 
Grand Duchess, who becoming aware of this was compelled to 
live with great circumspection, and being in continual a1arro 
sought to destroy him with his own weapons*· 

The quarrel with Catharine of Medicis now began to assume 
a more open character ; she was in continual want of money and 
saw Francesco lavishing his supplies on Philip while he refused 
her even what she claimed as an inheritance. Still however 
with habitual dissimulation she at Giovanna's death sent the 
Bishop of Beziers to request a loan of 800,000 ducats on landed 
security with the offer of renouncing all claims to the Medician 
property. This proposition was declined, though immediately 
followed by the payment of a large Spanish subsidy ; this ex
hausted both the dissimulation and patience of Catharine and her 
enmity assumed a more open character. The murders commit
ted by Francesco at Paris had hitherto been slightly noticed and 
his ambassador allowed to corrupt the ordinary sources of justice; 
but now the queen determined to let loose her vindictiveness and 
publish the Grand Duke's infamy. A Florentine bravo recently 
apprehended declared that he had been sent expressly to murder 
Troilus Orsini for the reward of 6000 ducats, with orders to 
remain at Paris in expectation of further employment, and that 
he was in constant communication with the Florentine ambas
sador and his secretary who supplied him with money for this 
purpose. Pecchena was immediately arrested, the bravo's con
fe8sion published, the ambassador himself threatened, and the 
minister at Rome eommanded to warn all French subjects 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iY., cap. iY.-Mecatti, Yol. ii., p. 764. 
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against trusting themselves in Tuscany. The Tuscan ambas· 
sador became alarmed, for he was forbidden to enter the royal 
presence and not even allowed to justify his conduct. nay 
Marshal Retz and others had much difficulty in dissuading the 
king from arresting him ; but thoir influence finally released 
Pecchena with orders to quit Paris in twenty-four hours. Catha
rine imagined that this would seJVe as a lesson to make Fran
cesco more tractable ; she was mistaken, and even still further 
incensed by Don Pietro's commanding ten thousand men to 
gain a crown for Philip on which she herself had claims through 
the house of Boulogne. Thus despised abe resolved to hit her 
cousin in his tenderest part by excluding the Tuscan ambassador 
from a seat in the royal chapel ! At this Fnincesoo became 
outmgeous and reproaching Catharine with an unnatural desire 
to humble her own family recalled his ambassador and broke 
off all intercourse with France*· 

The French and Spanish cabinets were rivals for diplomatic 
dexterity in deceiving and flattering Italian princes : those of 
Faroese and Este, with open demonstrations of friendship for 
Spain, were secretly inclined to France, and all but the Grand 
Duke were vibmting between those powers according to the 
attraction and repulsion of fear or interest. Francesco alone 
was exclusively devoted to the bouse of Austria and still more 

firmly by the late insult; on which occasion no pains, 
A.D. 1580' nor flattery, nor dignities, were spared by Philip in 
confirming this feeling and availing himself of it to extract all 
he could from Tuscany. Don Pietro was received with distin
guished honours, Count Olivarez was ordered to visit Francis 
and armnge the proceedings of next conclave, and other 
Italian ministers were instructed to communicate with him on 
everything relating to the peace of Italy. All this was the 
prelude to another loan of 400,000 ducats and the honour of 
levying four thousand additional troops, provided with arms, 

• Galluzzi, Lib. i v ., cap. iv. 
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officers and provisions for the Spanish service. Francis lent 
more than half this money from his private funds and raised 
the rest amongst Florentine merchants, besides zealously exert
ing himself to levy and equip these troops for Philip who thus 
with great sagacity planned the Portuguese campaign princiJ>ally 
at the expense of Tuscany. Francis was further commissioned to 
equip a certain number of galleys with the offer of being made 
captain-general of the Spanish navy, but this was declined, that 
prince being much more devoted to pleasure, indolence, and 
Bianca Cappello than the fatigues and glory of war : he never
theless offered to hire thirty royal galleys at 7000 ducats a year 
each, which with ten of his own all under the command of Don 
Pietro would sweep the Mediterranean of every corsair, but the 
Genoese became alarmed and rendered this abortive. 

Such efforts began sensibly to diminish the national resources 
and Philip being in want of additional supplies for the army, 
which had advanced to Badajos, offered Francesco the "Pruid\j" 
if he would raise another loan of equal amount to the former, 
cancel existing debts, and engage to pay the garrison of Piom
bino: but the Grand Duke's Spanish mania did not induce 
him to purchase these garrisons at a price beyond what Cosimo 
had given for the whole Senese Republic; nevertheless he 
exerted himself to raise the loan and awaited a better opportu
nity to acquire the "PresidiJ." The Cardinal of Medici's 
anger at the Grand Duke's marriage seems to have gradually 
subsided or to have been subdued by Bianca's gentleness and 
constant endeavours to effect a reconciliation between the 
brothers : he was extravagant too, and she softened her hus
band and supplied his necessities : by her means they again 
became friends, the Medician power recovered strength in 
Italy and enabled them to act more vigorously against the other 
princes. The Cardinal of Este directed all the French interest 
in the sacred college, and in his mode of living exceeded the 
usual splendour of those pompous times: like others he showed 
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his greatness by trampling on all law and order as they affected 
himself and his followers. The being able to do any violence 
with impunity then formed an essential part of aristocratic 
greatness and an undoubted symbol of its power ; wherefore 
the Cardinal of Este supported all the insolence of his retainers, 
and · an affray between them and the papal officers of justice 
roused even the indolent Gregory, who after having adminis
tered a severe personal reproof banished him entirely from 
Rome. Not being on good terms with his brother he retired 
to Padua and the Cardinal of Medici hitherto an enemy but 
anxious to strengthen himself by a reconciliation with Este 
deemed this an excellent occasion. Addressing him through 
a confidential agent he dwelt on the impolicy of allowing 
Gregory to act in this peremptory way merely because the car-

. dinals were divided amongst themselves, when by a little union 
they could dictate to the pontiff himself: he bade him con
sider that each had a party much too strong for any other 
competition ; that they acted foolishly in treating each other as 
enemies because their brothers were not friends, and that by 
uniting they would carry everything before them even to the 
choice of a successor to the popedom. On this overture the 
Cardinal of Este agreed to act secretly with Ferdinand in every
thing relating to their common interest and the latter managed 
to procure his recall, which completely discomfited the adverse 
party of . Parma, Mantua, and other princes. The plague 
which had raged in Lombardy now spread rapidly to Genoa and 
even into France, with infinite mischief to trade in addition 
to its other evils ; and where it failed to penetrate another 
illness, called in Italy "il mal di Montone" {from the sudden 
giddiness attending it) ran like wildfire over the country : it 
began in England, spread over France and Spain, and finally 
entered Italy where but few were spared. The head was attacked 
with convulsions and delirium and the whole frame weakened 
to the last degree : it was not always attended with fever but 
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generally with violent headache and wakefulness and had it 
been as f'a.tal as universal the country must have been half 
depopulated. This pestilence attacked Florence in July and 
killed many of the poorer classes who were suffering from two 
successive years of scarcity which all the efforts of the office of 
Abundance could hardly remedy*. The people were moreover 
out of humour with the government, unhappy, and angry at 
being rifled to meet the expenses of their sovereign's marriage: 
the cost of this and the enormous loans and subsidies to Spain 
generated extreme rigour in the collection of taxes just at the 
moment when f'a.iling harvests sickness and general misery 
required more than usual lenity. In Florence too the public 
ill-humour was not diminished by a change of ministry effected 
through the Grand Duchess: hitherto Jacopo Salviati a cousin 
of Francis; Maria Sforza of Santa Fiore, and Pandolfo de' 
Bardi, had been the favourite counsellors and even companions 
of the sovereign ; they had supported him in the affair of his 
marriage, monopolized all courtly patronage, and awed the 
public by their enormous influence. Bianca however, probably 
at the suggestion of Vittorio Cappello, finally withdrew her 
favour and they were dismissed, leaving the latter sole dispenser 
of the sovereign favour. Bad as the others were considered, 
the public impatiently saw themselves at the mercy of an arro
gant aspiring stranger against whom all complaints would be 
useless; and when they beheld Bianca Cappello's most deadly 
enemy arrive at court, become reconciled to his brother, 
and pay a marked ·attention to her ; admiration rose, but 
their mortification did not diminish. It was said that Bianca 
separated the two brothers until her ends were accomplished, 
and then for her own security reconciled them ; and this 
triumph of a woman whom the public disliked and accused of 
more crimes than she probably e.ver dreamed of, teJded to 
deepen the rancour of public feeling. Besides these sources of 

* :Mecatti, vol. ii., p. 764.-Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. v. 
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discontent the · reappearance of robbers in large bands on the 
confines of Tuscany became more alarming than ever : they 
issued principally from the papal states and in strong battalions 
infested all the country, under secret or avowed protection from 
the frontier chieftains amongst whom the title of Robber had 
become rather honourable than otherwise, and increased the 
respect of their neighbours. Their most renowned leader Wl8 

Pietro Leoncello of Spoleto, a reputed son of Cardinal Faroese, 
who with four hundred men ravaged the provinces of La 
Maroa Perugino and the Tuscan frontier. Under another 
chief called the " Wild Man" a second band plundered the 
confines of Siena and disturbed the Maremma and all the dis
tricts of the Spanish garrisons. Even Alfonso de' Picoolomini 
Duke of Monte Marciano joined them for the sake of taking 
vengeance on his enemies of the Baglioni race ; thus incurring 
ecclesiastical censure with confiscation of property he became 
himself an outlaw, and he filled the land with rapine murder 
and utter devastation. These forays scared even the feudal 
chiefs who had previously abetted but could no longer control 
them except by hiring one band to oppose another. Cardinal 
Sforza was sent with troops and diplomatic powers to restore 
tranquillity but Francesco would not coOperate beyond his own 
frontier, yet promised to bring Piccolomini -to terms provided 
that hopes of pardon and restitution of property were held out 
to him. 

This war involved a sort of crusade against the feudal barons 

A.D. 1581• and ih:e abuses .of its ~xecutio.n .increased th~ calamity: 
· Franc1s had g.ven P1ccolomm1 an asylum m Tuscany 

after the papal general had vainly endeavoured to crush him ; 
but his mother, grandmother, and children were starving at 
Rome, while Ferdinand vainly pleaded their cause and the pope 
was spending their confiscated revenues. This roused him to 
fresh outrage until he was again quieted bythe pontiff's assurance 
of pardon and restitution of property, which through the Grand 



C&.\P. Yl.j · FRANCIS THE FIBST. 309 

Duke's interference ultimately took place. Thus was the soTe
reign pontiff absolutely compelled to negotiate a formal treaty 
of peace with a rebellious vassal and ·robber chief, and the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany to becomo his guarantee and mediator 
through fear of the same outlaw, whose influence in Siena made 
him dangerous while the faintest remembrance of liberty in 
that city excited public feeling. Francis now found it expe
dient to conciliate the pope in order to soften him about 
the infamous conduct of Paulo Giordano. Orsini: this man after 
his wife's murder fell in love with Vittoria Accoromboni wife of 
Francesco Peretti and niece of Felice Cardinal di Montalto, 
afterwards the formidable Sixtus V. He bad a powerful rival 
in Cardinal Farnese who crossed his path and impeded his 
amours ; but the miscreant who had hidden death in a conjugal 
embrace soon decided on his course : the murder of Vitt.oria's 
husband would give him quiet possession of his mistress, and a 
subsequent ma.rriage would entirely shut out the intruding 
Cardinal. Francesco Peretti fell by assassination in the 
streets of Rome and suspicion instantly fell on Vittoria Acco
romboni and ·her paramour. The Cardinal of Medici was 
disturbed at this event, not from any horror at the deed or the 
crime that led to it, but on account of the personal danger of 
his o"Wn sister's murderer, the welfare of Orsini's son of whom 
he was very fond, and the fear of a consequent marriage. The· 
1atter at his instance was interdicted by Pope Gregory on pain of 
rebellion, and a gentleman who had once been wounded by Peretti 
was induced to own himself guilty of the murder; but Orsini 
scorned all subterfuge and boldly acknowledged the deed. The 
greediness of every papal minister in pecuniary matters alarmed 
Ferdinand for his nephew Virginio Orsini's fortune if the laws 
were put in force against Paulo, wherefore he prevailed on Gregory 
to desist, on the latter's promise that no marriage should take 
place. The most difficult thing was to secure Orsini from 
Montalto's vengeance : Vittoria Accoromboni had four brothen 
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· two of whom favoured him and two the Cardinal Faroese. 
but Peretti had opposed the objects of both: Montalto believed 
that his nephew had fallen by the hand of these brothers but 
full of doubt and unwilling to create new enemies, concealed 
every feeling under the mask of a kind and tolerant deportment. 
He had just lost two great friends in the Cardinals Sforza and 
Orsini who bad promised to secure him the pontificate, and was 
much subdued and dispirited by these misfortunes : the politic 
Ferdinand seized this favourable juncture to conciliate him, and 
as an enemyofCardinalFarnese thought bypromotingMontalto's 
election to make use of him against his own enemies and secure 
the safety · of Paulo ; wherefore at once offering that Cardinal 
his support and promising all that his deceased friends could 
have accomplished, he not only secured Montalto but with him 
such an accession to his party as baffled every adversary. 

The pope's health beginning to decline both his son and 
Faroese bowed to the Medician ascendancy imd a promotion of 
cardinals agreeable to all parties· was settled. Ferdinand was 
also charged with the conduct of Spanish affairs at Rome and 
with great authority over Philip's ministers in Italy, conjointly 
with his brother, who received the new title of Highnes1 and 
the Order of the Golden Fleece. But the court of Florence 
continued still so unpopular and so much disturbed by the 
aspiring insolence of Vittorio Cappello and his intriguing 
supporters that banishment to Venice was the only remedy : 
this restored Serguidi to more than his former influence, 
for. the Prince secluded in his numerous villas became dis
gusted with every sort of business and the dignity of High
ness though it flattered his vanity had lost its distinction in 
consequence of the many new titles assumed by Italian 
princes about this epoch without the imperial sanction ; espe· 
cially those of Highness and " Most Serene Prince." Indeed 
this mania, which began through jealousy of the Tuscan Medici, 
was fast spreading even to the small republics and feudal chiefs; 
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but the Venetians still refused to acknowledge them, asserting 
that the " Queen of th.s Adriatic " alone had a right to the ap
pellation of " Sereniuima." This title also Francis 
tried bard to obtain from her, but the negotiations A.D. ust. 

were broken off by a quarrel about the capture of Turkish 
and Jewish property in a vessel claimed as national by the 
Venetians, because her cargo had been insured by their UD· 

der-writers. Another vessel laden with grain for the Bey of 
Rhodes was also taken by the galleys of San Stefano in 
waters guaranteed by the Venetian Republic to all Turkish 
vessels and property. Venice insisted on both the injustic~ 
and impolicy of these acts, but Francesco, who was obstinately 
tenacious of his maritime rights, accused her of endeavouring 
to monopolize the Levant trade under the mask of conciliation 
and therefore refused any redress. On the twenty-ninth of 
March 1582 the young Prince Philip of T~cany died, but 
the Grand Duke imitating Philip II. of Spain in similar cir· 
cnmstances would allow no public expression of condolence or 
mourning and consequently became suspected by the people*· 
This misfortune threw Francis into deep melancholy where· 
fore burying himself in the shades of Pratolino he passed 
the greater part of his time hated by all the world but Bianca, 
who being herself vexed and fretful at her barrenness tried 
every means that medicine, quackery, or credulity suggested 
to remove it and give an heir to the dukedom. More attempts 
were made to induce Don Pietro to marry but in vain ; he 
cared for neither of his brothers ; the avarice of one and the 
advice of the other sickened him; the succession troubled him 
but little, and the idea of being tied down to some show of 
propriety by marriage was too dreadful to think of, so that 
fearing coercion he was about to take refuge .in England and 
claim Elizabeth's protection; but Philip II. found means to 
atop this and by flattery and alluring promises drew out a 

* Galluz'li, Lib. i•., cap. v. -
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reluctant acquiescence. Ferdinand's mind was still doubtful 
and his fears awakened about Don Antonio who daily ab
sorbed the Grand Duke's affections; he was furnished with 
a German guard; his Neapolitan estate of Capestrano was 
erected into a principality by Philip, and at Florence he 
passed only under the denomination of " The Prince." The 
arrival of Olivarez at Leghorn was productive of more cere
mony than satisfaction to the Grand Duke who expected free 
communication if not deference on public atTairs ; nor was he 
more open to the cardinal at Rome, so that both began to suspect 
a change in Philip's favour and seeds of doubt were then sown 
which afterwards germinated. Francis now began to feel that he 
was a mere vassal and banker to the king of Spain not an in
dependent sovereign, and regretted his heedlessness of Cosimo's 
more sagacious example, whereupon he quietly began to sepa-
rate from that crown and attend exclusively to the advancement 
of Medician influence at the Vatican. To conciliate the pope, 
and by the direct assistance of Piccolomini, he put Pietro Leon
cello da Spoleto to death, who with only six score followers 
had baftled all the efforts of four hundred papal troops ; but at 
length retreating to the Tuscan town of Galeata amongst 
many of his old companions, he was treacherously murdered by 
one of them for a reward offered conjointly by the pope and 
Grand Duke of Tuscany. Part of this reward was the privi
lege of pardoning ten robbers even though they )'ere already 
convicted of high treason, and as Alfonso Piccolomini had 
been the principal means of the capture and its consequences, 
his pardon was expected, but still withheld by Gregory who was 
so bent on that Chiefs destruction as not only to break his own 
promise but even deny the latter's pardon to Leoncello's 
murderer although included in the list of those which this 
man was entitled to save. Alfonso was not the person to bear 
such treatment ; so at the head of a hundred and fifty horse 
he rode from Pienza and laid everything waste in the papal 
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eta~. This became a signal for general rising and the country 
soon swarmed with new bands of robbers ; the pope in alarm 
again had recourse to Francesco, and again did the latter, after 
bitterly reproaching him, succeed in pacifying Piccolomini, who 
1ina.lly agreed to enter the French service. The dispute with 
Venice still continued notwithstanding Philip II.'s 
efforts to the contrary ; but on the other hand the A.D. U83. 

enemies of Francesco were diminished by a marriage between 
the Duke of Mantua's son and Eleonora de' Medici, and also 
between Francesco's natural sister Virginia and Don Clll88l' 
d'Este which healed all previous disputes, especially those 
puerile sq:abbles of precedence, between Ferrara and Tuscany. 
These marriages gratified Francis who thus dissolved the league 
formed against him bythe enmityoftheFarnesi; all their hopes 
of the pontificate withered while Medician inftuence became 

-paramount at &me where Pope Gregory strenuously promoted 
it as a protection to his own son and nephews when he died. He 
even promised to make more cardinals, but implored the Grand 
Duke's aid to subdue the lawless bands that still infested the 
country, who with an audacity increased by general want, almost 
besieged him in his capital! To such a height il).deed did this evil 
attain that through mere personal appreheusion the &man car
dinals and nobility hired these bandits as body-guards, which 
increased their neighbours' terror and compelled them also to 
keep their domestic outlaws, so that such ruffians were continu
ally augmenting and &me swarmed with a banditti, rougher and 
bolder perhaps, but probably not more vicious than those who 
hired them. Cardinal Farnese tramped the streets with a guard 
of twenty well-mounted bravos, and the pope's own son was es. 
eorted by the captain of a band noted even amongst the wicked 
for its exceeding wickedness : the ecclesiastical vassals aided by 
these men destroyed each other with reckless fury, and the rural 
population had only the choice of being robbed and murdered 
or of becoming robbers and murderers themselves : the choice 
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was soon made and the country became one vast den of re
morseless cut-throats whom the soldiers were unable to crush 
and the pontiff too feeble to put down. It was full time for 
the advent of a Sixtus ! But Gregory again supplicated the 
aid. of Francis who sagaciously advised him not to waste time 
and money in military expeditions but employ the robber-bands 
one against the other as he had done in Tuscany : by such means 
said he Leon cello had been killed, and by such means they could 
always be dissolved : he then re-called all the Tuscan banditti 
on promise of pardon and endeavoured to pacify the barons : but 
though this plan succeeded for the moment as a ~tive, the 
disorder broke out with equal violence in the folltwing year 
when military operations again became necessary. 

Medician influence at Rome continued to. gather strength as 
time advanced, until at the year's end a promotion of friendly 
cardinals settled beyond all doubt the question of its power 
in the conclave : amongst other creations were included those 
of Alessandro de' Medici Archbishop of Florence, after
wards Leo XI, and Antonmaria Salviati whom with Francesco 
Sforza of Santa Fiore were nominated by the Tuscan brothers. 
Philip II. never relaxed his hold on Tuscany ; in sinall affairs 
and in great he still meddled, and pretended a sort of parental 
anxiety for everything connected with the Medici, especially .the 
public resources, which were gradually absorbed by him under 
the form of loans and only repaid in empty honours, compliments 
and vanity. The obsequiousness of Francesco was unbounded, 
and by his desire did Ferdinand still brook the insolent jea
lousy of Olivarez : for this as well as other things dissimula
tion became above all things necessary and was much studied 
especially by the Church.: Rome excelled in it ; it became 
more refined as it rose in priestly rank and arrived at its climax 
in a cardinal and a Medici! Ferdinand practised it against his 
brother and was well met with his own weapons, but he finally 
conquered by presenting his villa Ambrogiana and all its broad 
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domains to Don Antonio I In politics the Grand Duchess daily 
assumed a more decided and conspicuous part, and the develop
ment of her talents pleased Francesco's vanity: she and 
Ferdinand arranged the marriage of Donna Virginia and the 
mode of disengaging Don Vincenzio Gonzaga from certain 
aspersions which had been publicly cast on his virility; a di&
gusting story told by Galluzzi with far more prurience but 
none of the wit of Boccaccio, and in a manner unbecoming 
the dignity of history. This point having been publicly settled 
the Princess Eleonora's alliance with that prince was allowed 
to proceed ; but the subsequent arrival of Don Pietro · 
accompanied by a beautiful Spanish girl whom he A.D. IliM. 

unsuccessfully endeavoured to introduce at court, increased the 
difficulties about his marriage. A certain Colonel Dovara who 
had attended him to Spain and acquired considerable in
fluence there, persuaded Francesco that to his, Dovara's, exer
tions were due many of the honours lately conferred on him by 
Philip ; and supported by Bisnca and Serguidi he acquired so 
extensive an influence, that Ferdinand whom he disliked and 
had repeatedly offended, saw himself ousted by the new favour
ite. Dovara however was partly rivalled by Carlo Antonio del 
Pozzo a Piedmontese of profound legal knowledge and acute 
intellect who under the cardinal's protection had become Auditor 
Fiscal; he was hated for his rigour, which was probably the 
sovereign's, and esteemed for talents and probity, which were 
certainly his own : he then got the archbishopric of Pisa but still 
gave Francesco the benefit of his council without forgetting 
that all his success was due to the cardinal. Pozzo's desire of 
maintaining a good understanding between the brothers fre
quently placed him in opposition to the cabinet, and generally 
acting with disinterestedness he of course took no firm root in 
courtly favour. 
. Pope Gregory XIII. died on the tenth of April 1586 and so 
suddenly as to leave his son the Duke of Soria and his nephews 
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unprovided for; they immediately threw themselves on the 
protection of the Medici and were welcomed by Ferdinand as a 

valuable addition to his party*. There were now about 
A.D. 1585' fifty·eight cardinals in conclave of whom Ferdinand 
had secured thirty-seven, all determined to exclude Farnese 
who had already been baffied three times by the Medici. But 
Ferdinand, having at last broken off all communication with 
Spain and defied Olivarez whose insolence was abetted at court, 
determined to elect a pope of his own, to keep the name a pro
found secret, and have the whole credit of the transaction. Car
dinal Peretti of Montalto was accordingly fixed upon as a deadly 
foe of Farnese, especially as his nephew's murder had created 
a belief that Ferdinand's apprehensions for the two Orsini 
would exclude Montalto above all others from his support. 
The conclave began on the twentieth of April, and on the 
twenty-fourth by Ferdinand's dissimulation and able manage
ment Peretti became pope even before Cardinal Madruzzo 
could in the name of the house of Austria protest against the 
election of any Priest in the French interest. Taking the 
name of Sixths V. his gratitude was strongly expressed to 
Ferdinand, who however at that moment only demanded the 
exclusion from power of all the friends and party of Farnese t. 

Peretti's character is thus described in a letter of the day 
addressed to the Grand Duke of Florence by his agent Beli
sario Vinti. "The pope is a grave . and patient person who 
•• knows how to dissemble in proper time and place, but pru
" dently, and without fraud or malice: as an enemy of falsehood 
" and artifice he loves men of probity : he is literary, capable 
" of state affairs, intelligent and experienced : he will consider 
" well his resolutions, but once determined he will execute 

• The reformation of the calendar wu 
effected by thia pontiff and ordered to 
be adopted throughout Catholic Europe 
in 1582. 
t Baccolta eli Tutti i Conclavi Seguiti 

dalla Morte eli Clemente VIL, Sino 
alia Creazione di Urbino, viii., MS.
Galluzzi, l.ib. iv., cap. v.- Mocatli. 
voL ii•, p. 768. 
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" them with boldness and constancy. He is thought to possess 
" a grateful disposition but is resolved to be pope himself, and 
" will allow no man to govern him : he will neither be Spaniard 
" nor Frenchman, but as is thought will maintain his independ
" ence for the benefit of Christianity and the holy see." His 
vigorous administration began from the day of his election, for 
he wou1d release no prisoners as was usual, saying that the city 
was already too fu11 of knaves: condemning Gregory's negligence 
he commenced a severe course of justice, threatening in plain 
terms to " Play for heads agaimt the dilobeditmt." Meanwhile 
fresh sources of dissension arose between the Grand Duke and 
cardinal from their clashing interests at the papal court where 
the latter maintained his influence ; but Pau1o Giordano Orsini, 
still doubtful of the pope, retired into Lombardy and soon died, 
leaving Vittoria Accoromboni almost all his property. Virginio 
Orsini was then educating at Florence and Ferdinand en
deavoured to get the will cancelled by papal authority when 
the widow's tragical end saved him all further trouble. Lodovico 
Orsini a kinsman of the deceased and angry at Paulo's marriage, 
became the declared enemy of Vittoria and her brothers, and on the 
twenty-second of December 1686 forty masked ruffians with false 
beards surrounded her house, broke in by the windows, and 
having struck Flaminio Accoromboni dead with a pistol-shot, 
entered his sister's chamber who fell on her knees in an agony 
of terror and tremblingly implored the murderers to pause in 
mercy while she prayed to God. She was answered by a dagger 
in her heart! But the city was almost immediately thrown into 
alarm and tumu1t ; the gates were shut, guards placed in every 
street, the convents searched, and Vittoria's servants examined. 
From these the magistrates learned that some of Lodovico's 
followers were amongst the murderers, on which he was cited to 
appear but refused, and barricaded his house: an advocate was 
despatched from Venice to conduct the prosecution, yet Orsini 
held out until two pieces of artillery were brought to bear 
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upon his residence. He was instantly tried, and condemned to 
be strangled three hours after the sentence ; he employed the 
interval in writing to his wife and arranging his affairs, and 
then died with great tranquillity. 

The devotion o£ Francesco to Bianca, amusements, and the 
aggrandizement o£ Don Antonio, who with a revenue 

A.D. 1586' o£ 60,000 ducats was inferior only to the sovereign 
himseJC fretted both Ferdinand and Don Pietro and made the 
latter again listen to proposals o£ marriage. At a comedy acted 
on the celebration o£ his sister Virginia's wedding the appear· 
Iince o£ Camilla Martelli by the Grand Duke's permission 
created a strong sensation amongst the Florentines : her still 
beautiful countenance, her hard fate o£ twelve years' rigorous 
confinement, and the newly-awakened recollections of Cosimo 
which her presence excited, drew all eyes upon her in pity 
and admiration, and sharpened public hatred against her perse
cutor; the more so when it became known that be had worked 
on maternal affection so as to make her relinquish all that 
Cosimo bad bequeathed, in order that part o£ Vittoria's dowry 
might be saved. Her appearance was a signal for the most 
marked attentions £rom Ferdinand, Don Pietro, and all the 
principal Florentines, who hated Francesco ; but her triumph 
was short, for as soon as the nuptials terminated the unfortu
nate Camilla was remanded to her convent in despite of every 
effort of her friends ; the Grand Duke moreover hinted that 
Don Pietro's eagerness arose from something beyond com-· 
mon respect for his father's wife, a conjecture far from impro
bable as regarded him ; but Camilla was not a Medici! Fer

. dinand had already procured £rom Sixtus a relaxation of the 
extreme rigour of monastic rules in her favour, but the Grand 
Duke's authority prevented any beneficial effect, and she gra
dually fell into bad health and despondency without ever soften
ing the malignant feelings of Francesco*· 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. vi. 
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His disappointment at a fancied miscarriage of Bianca in 
1587 hastened a reconciliation with Ferdinand which through 
the means of the Archbishop of Florence was com-
pleted, and immediately after this he was offered the A.D.IOI7. 

crown of Poland : but Francis was of far too mean a spirit to be 
tempted by projects of hazardous ambition however honourable, 
and though flattered by the offer ; which was to his riches not 
his person ; he feared to expose Tuscany to Spanish aggression 
in support of the Archduke Maximilian, between whom and the 
Crown Prince of Sweden then lay the contest. Wherefore declin
ing this dangerous honour he bespoke the suffrages of the deputa
tion in favour of Maxinrilian, and made the most •f his dis
interested services and self-denial to both branches of the 
house of Austria., but without any effect. The Cardinal of 
Medicis, in consequence of his reconciliation with Francesco, 
repaired to Florence where he was welcomed with every mark 
of hospitality and even affection, and accompanied his brother 
to the villa. of Poggio a Caiano. Here both Princes, Bianca., 
and the Cardinal Archbishop of Florence lived for some days in 
the utmost harmony, the Grand Duchess and Cardinal of Flo
rence exerting themselves to maintain this friendly intercourse 
when a sudden and fatal accident changed the scene. The 
Grand Duke bad been out sporting with unusually violent ex
ercise and while still heated sat down to rest in a cold situation 
close by a. piece of water; be there got a. chill and consequent 
fever which he insisted on managing himself: on the ninth 
day it took a serious turn and became violent during forty
nine hours of great suffering when on the nineteenth of October 
1587lie expired. A "post mort~" examination showed the 
liver and viscera in a diseased state evidently caused by tho 
manner of life he led and the extreme imprudence and irregu
larity in diet : cold indigestible meats, highly-seasoned dishes, 
strong wines and everlasting cordials ; distilled waters of every 
kind, iced and acidulated drinks, amongst others nitric acid in 
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great quantities ; salads, and all sorts of crude indigestible 
vegetables; such was the style of the Grand Duke's living, 
which having been continued for many years was considered 
quite sufficient to account for the state of internal decay that 
presented itself, leaving no cause for suspicion of poison. 
Bianca fell sick eleven hours after him with a hoarseness fol
lowed by fever, which increased her husband's malady by the 
impossibility of attending to him as she was wont. Her attack 
proved less severe, but she had lived much the same kind of 
life, with a constitution still further weakened by the use of 
fecundating medicines : for two years also she had been suf
fering froJa symptoms of incipient dropsy which deceived Fran
cesco, notwithstanding all her assertions to the contrary, into 
the fallacious hope of a successor. Bianca's inquiries for her 
husband were incessant; she used always to say that "betwem 
" her death and his, houn, not day• had to run, OM dying firn 
" the other after." When he expired they tried to conceal it, but 
she was far too anxious, and continued deception became impossi
ble: the aspect of those about her, outside whisperings, low sounds 
in the passages, and the slow rolling of carriages in the court 
below, all awaked her senses to the truth, and the wet flushed 
cheeks of her attendants confirmed the tale. For a while she 
hid her head under the bed-clothes, faintly murmuring a few 
broken sentences ; subsequently with an affectionate exclamation 
she calmly said, " And I too mwt di8 with my lord." Then 
giving one deep and long-drawn sigh she remained silent, and died 
eleven hours after her husband. When Francis became aware 
of his approaching death he sent for Ferdinand and asked 
his forgiveness ; he then gave him the countersigns of the 
several fortresses, and recommended Bianca and Don Antonio to 
his care along with his ministers and most faithful servants. 
Ferdinand lost no time in taking possession of the strongholds, 
or in assembling the militia and ordering the city guard under 
arms to meet any disturbance ; but the moment that his brother 
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ceased to exist, leaving Bianca in charge of her daughter and 
son· in-law assisted by the Bishop Abbioso with orders to conceal 
the event he hastened to assume the government. 

The body of Bianca Cappello was by his command opened in 
presence of the above named persons and the physicians, in 
order to avoid any suspicion about himself, and the result was 
analogous to that of her husband with the addition of strong 
dropsical affections : yet the coincidence in the time and man
ner of their death with the general character of the age and 
family, generated many rumours of foul play without any appa
rent foundation. Bianca has been accused of wanting to poison 
the cardinal with a tart of her own making, and it was said that 
she bad been long seeking the opportunity in consequence of a 
previous attempt of his to poison her when he first discovered 
her marriage; that seeing the Grand Duke eat by mistake of the 
poisoned dish she determined not to survive him and eat of it 
too, but the cardinal was preserved by a ring which according 
to the superstition of the time was believed by a change of 
colour to give notice of poison. Others say that the food lay 
untouched on his plate while conversing with Bianca, and that 
Francis entering hungry from the chace eat heartily of the 
fatal dish ere she could prevent him. Others again accuse 
Ferdinand of having poisoned both and pretending to send for 
assistance allowed them to expire in agony without it. These 
like all similar tales bad probably some foundation in fact; the 
tart was perhaps no invention though the poison was : a subtle 
poison, such as Bianca is said to have used, would hardly have 
been eleven days about its work and then do it so obscurely as 
not to be detected by science. On the contrary there seems to 
be strong ground for belief that a malady arising partly from 
imprudence, partly from the season and local influences, acting 
on debilitated constitutions of similar habits already predisposed 
to disease, was the immediate cause of death. There were other 
stories of about equal value, and what probably gave oocasion 

VOL. V. y 
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to them was an dtempt made at first to conceal the Grand 
Duke's illness: but all sorts of rumours having been early 
afloat in the Roman atmosphere it became necessary to dissipate 
them by an official Report issued three days before his death 
which described the progress of disease and the apprehensions 
entertained in consequence. The author of this Report does 
not appear, but it proves that the patients were regularly 
attended, and that until near its close the illness was not 
thought to be dangerous. 

The bodies were removed to Florence on the twentieth and 
twenty-first of October, both having been exposed to pu,blic 
view, that of Francis was privately buried in the family ftults, 
public honours being reserved to a more convenieBt season. But 
when the architect Buontalenti asked Ferdinand if the Grand 
Duchess's bodyshould also be exposed crowned, to public view, he 
unfeelingly answered, that " She bad lived long enough and wom 
the crown as long as she ought." And when asked where she 
should be buried, " Where you pka~e" was his answer "where 
you pl8ase; we will not have her amonglt w." Her body Was 
therefore wrapped in a winding-sheet and cast into the common 
charnel house amongst the lowest classes of the people ; or 
according to Galluzzi, and probably with more truth, into the 
vaults of San Lorenzo, but so secretly that no traces of her 
could ever be discovered*· Thus terminated the eventful life of 
Bianca Cappello a woman with many faults and let us hope 
some virtues : thrown while yet a mere girl into temptation 
distreBB and danger, with a warm heart and strong sensibility, her 
natural protector false despicable and utterly selfish ; assailed by 
luxury high l'1lilk and immorality, by suffering and unwonted 
hardships; reduced from the splendour and refinement of exalted 
station to perform the menial offices of a starving household, 

* Vide " Lettera dal Signore Vettorio denza della Orua M Medici," (ol. 
Soderini all llluato. Signore Silvio 307.-Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. 'lili.
Piecolomini," Fireoze, 21• Dicembre, Mecatti, vol. ii•.-Muratori, .Aollali, 
1587, MS. iD the "Origine e Delc«t- .Aooo 1587. 
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a youthful prince at her feet, with the indistinct glimmer of 
a throne in the distance, she finally sank under temptation 
and became, probably not all that her enemies have described 
her. In an age of infidelity she was at least faithful to the 
Grand Duke, and probably would have been faithful to her hus
band had he taken any pains to keep her so. The parasitic 
ministers of Francis soon opened out their blossoms before the 
rising sun of Ferdinand, revealing their own intrigues along 
with the secrets of Bianca and her husband, and the new sove
reign with unworthy spite ordered the destruction of everything 
that could recall her to the public recollection, a proceeding 
which tells more in her favour than against her! Even her armo
rial bearings were erased from the escutcheon of the Medici and 
replaced by those of Austria ; and when obliged to mention 
Bianca's name, Ferdinand would neither use nor allow the title 
of Grand Duchess to be given, but even in a public act about 
the birth of Don Antonio repeatedly denominated her " La 
Peuima Bianca"*· 

Francesco I. died at forty-seven years of age after a regency 
of ten and a reign of thirteen years: his only surviving children 
were Eleonora Princess of Mantua, and Maria, afterwards Queen 
of France, who was about twelve years old at his decease : Don 
Antonio his reputed son, Virginio, and his sister Eleonora Orsini, 
were educated together at the court of Florence. Francesco 
de' Medici in addition to his own defects had all Cosimo's 
vices without- either his good qualities or talents ; Spain was his 
study and Philip II. his model : cruel, weak, obstinate, avari
cious, vindictive and implacable, he lived detested and died 
.unregretted, and the shouts of joy at Ferdinand's exaltation 
were rather for deliverance from one, than any expectation 
of better times from another Medici. Squibs, epigrams, and 
satires flew through the city showing the drift of public opinion, 
for the free but ephemeral moment of transition was a political 

• Galluzzi, Lib. iv., cap. viii. 
y 2 
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Saturnalia, and sharp flashes of old republican license darted 
here and there acro88 the atmosphere, but more in abuse of the 
dead than praise or hope of the living. The Medici were 
accused in biting verse of being apart from every wish to do 
good; of cruelty both to themselves and others; of fattening 
on public misery ; and it was added with keen mockery that 
the lion and the wolf would now under the cloak of Saint Peter 
exchange long lamentation for sport and gaiety*· About two 
thousand petitions were presented to the new sovereign within 
a few days, principally filled with complaints of oppression and 
misrule by his brother's ministers ; numbers of secret informa
tions followed, in which, not the ministers' conduct alone but the 
vice, negligence, and atrocity of his predecessor were plainly exhi
bited, and justice sternly demanded I 

Kings and princes from the vicious nature of their education 
are entitled to a milder judgment than .private persons, and 
whenever they break the bounds of their false and isolated 
position and show themselves rational and feeling men, they 
merit all the praise which the world is generally too willing to 
bestow : their vices also when confined to the court circle, (if 
such a thing be poBBible) may be passed over in silence and 
regret ; but when they are ostentatiously displayed in all the 
glare of rank and power ; when public morality is tainted by 
them, and justice tom from its high position while public good 
is trampled on; then the world should show no mercy, but 
drive them from their throne and hold them up as awful exam
ples to posterity. Bianca Cappello has been commonly accused 
as a principal cause of the infamous goYemment of Francis and 
was believed to be the devil that possessed him, as if a Medici 
required a devil ! His constant love, the least unamiable part 
of his character, no doubt enslaved him to her will, and as 

• The LWn of Florence, or "Maf'- ling Romulus and Remus u in ancient 
:occo," and the Wolf of Siena, the Rome. By the " Cloak of Saint 
device of that city being a wolf suck- Peter" wu meant the Cardinalahip. 

o," "'ed by Coogle 
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women are capricious and more often governed by the heart 
than the head, it is probable that she caused many changes, 
whether for good or evil, in the government ; but it requires 
more authentic and explicit documents than have yet reached 
us to judge honestly of the mischief imputed to her, and the 
historian of the "Granducato" has no right to entail on Bianca's 
memory all the wickedness of Francesco's reign without pro· 
ducing a single authority to substantiate the charge. But, from 
whatever cause, the rule of Francis I. was weak, tyrannical, 
and equally odious to the capital and the provinces : many of 
the principal citizens quitted the country under various pretexts 
to fly from the misery that prevailed there, and many others 
who suddenly disappeared from society were mourned as secret 
victims of his cruelty. Cosimo was bated, but respected and 
feared both at home and abroad ; Francis was flattered for his 
wealth and ridiculed for his puerile vanity : he became the 
golden-egged goose which Philip was prompt to use and much 
too wise to destroy. At Florence he completely obliterated the 
faint shadow of republicanism left by Cosimo and clutched 
hard at every remnant of authority. Cosimo really possessed 
it all but was content to leave the forms and apparently some 
discretionary power ; Francis swept even shades away and 
tyrannized in despotic pleasure. The Supreme Council had 
dwindled to a mere tribunal of justice ; the inferior courts 
acted in their own name but by the sovereign's rescript ; criminal 
jurisdiction was still exercised by the ancient tribunal of THE 
EIGHT, but under a permanent secretary who soon became the 
sole depositary of power in an ever-changing court. The finance 
department was all concentrated in a single minister : there 
was a general of infantry and a general of cavalry ; but Francis, 
unfettered by any permanent council, governed through the 
favourite of the day. Cosimo really did all himself, and did it 
thoroughly too; Francis imagined he did so, and was mistaken, 
·for he was not that tall and branchless tree which leaves no hold 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 



326 FLOBENTDIE IDSTOBY. (BOOS Ill. 

to the parasite. When old Concino retired he for some time 
personally directed the politics of his cabinet ; they were· 
simple, because he reposed on the embroidered cushions of 
Spanish authority and had only to supply the gold, which 
was extracted from his subjects. But unsteady in his favour, 
suspicious, forgetful of services, he frequently changed ministers, 
and yet was served by many able men : of these were the 
younger Concini, and more especially Carlo Pozzo, who hated by 
the people for his severe loyalty, was deserted by Fra.Dcis in 
return, but though so rigid an Auditor Fiscal that in the satires of 
the day, he is accused of being sufficiently austere to make even 
our Saviour wicked ! As Archbishop of Pisa being still faithful 
to his patron Ferdinand he incurred Fratlcesco's enmity who 
prevented his being made Cardinal. Paulo Vinto succeeded as 
Auditor with less odium because with less work, for Pozzo had 
cleared his way in a department where all was odious. Siena 
was essentially governed like Florence but the Seignory still 
resided in the public palace with all the ancient republican 
forms: the governor represented the sovereign in all his power, 
and a captain of justice presided over the criminal department 
of state : there was also an Auditor Fiscal with other magistrates: 
all depending on the governor, though apparently ruled by 
the Seignory. The household servants were in general confined 
to mere court duties yet OCQaSionally intrusted with important 
missions : the court itself was maintained in splendour :· a 
number of gentlemen divided in two departments attended the 
various branches of the household : sixty pages of the principal 
families of Italy and Germany were maintained and educated 
at the palace in all the accomplishments and depravity of the 
day, but still without neglecting the arts and sciences or the 
use of arms, equitation, and all the various acquirements of a 
gentleman. A certain number of old military officers enjoyed 
honours and pensions and under the name of " Lance Spezzati " 
(Free Lances or Body Guard) followed the court and were 
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prompt to execute any commissions of the sovereign which 
required eourage fidelity and unscrupulousness. 

The desire of Francis was to mould his court into the feudal 
form like those of transalpine nations : he therefore endeavoured 
to attract the border chiefs to Florence by a distribution of 
dignities while he secured greater obedienoe to his govern· 
ment : in this way he was served by the Borboni of Monte 
Santa Maria, the Alidosi of Castel del Rio, the Counts of Car
pegna, · Montedoglio, and other feudal chiefs who held of the 
ancient republic : he also attracted many Lombard and Roman 
gentlemen to his court in order to establish a correspondence 
with the powerful families of every state in Italy. Such was 
the general character of the Tuscan court and government under 
Francis I . a subject scarcely worth record except as a connect; 
ing link in the heavy chain of Medician history. 

Couxroa.uY Moxuc:aa.-Englaud: Elizabeth.- Scotland : Mary UP til 
February 1587; then Jame. VI.-France: Henry 111.-Spain : Philip 11.
Portugal : Henry the Cardinal, from 1.578 to 1.580; then Anthony Prior of 
Crato who wu depoled by Philip II. of Spain the 1ame 7ear.-German Em
peror: Maximilian II. until 1.576; then Rodolph H.-Sicily and Naplea : 
Philip II. of Spain.-Popea : Greaory XIII. until 1.58.5 ; then Bixtua V.
Turkey : Sultan Bellm IL- Polaud : Siaiamund Ill. -SaYo7 : Cbarlea 
EmaaueL 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FROM A.D. 1687 TO A.D. 18011. -
FERDINAND THE FIRST, 

GBAJIID DUKB OP TUSCAMT, 

AccoRDING to republican institutions the only title to distinc
tion in Florence was enjoyment of public office and honours 

from which the feudal nobility were excluded ; and 
A.D. 1687' this law seems not to have been abrogated by the 
Medici; yet in consequence of both Cosimo's and Francesco's 
desire to give a strong feudal character to their court the sena
tors, who had hitherto been considered of the highest rank, now 
saw themselves overshadowed by a new aristocracy which though 
ineligible to the honours of citizenship were loaded with those 
of the sovereign. The noblest and richest of Florence were 
divided between the attractions of a court and the civic dig· 
nities of their country, which however some of them renounced 
for the acquisition of feudal possessions ; thus a court and a city 
part.y commenced, and along with it much envy and animosity 
in the capital. Cosimo, born and educated under the republic, 
did not entirely discard its equality when on the throne; Francis 
on the contrary was like his motller imbued witli Spanish pride 
and Spanish customs ; and the habits of that nation are de· 
scribed as tending to recall the ferocity of times which had once 
been, ratller than to soften tlle manners of those that were. Liber
tinage which revelled unchecked at court was repressed with 
extreme severity in all inferior stations, and this urged the 
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people to greater excesses : the revolting rigour with which 
every trifling infringement of fiscal laws was punished -and 
the incessant vexations on this account, spread such terror, 
that a current saying of the day represented the Gabelle of 
Florence and the Inquisition at Rome as the two things 
best adapted to disturb the quiet of mankind. Discontent at 
these severities was one cause of robber· bands swarming on both 
frontiers but especially the papal, where outlaws from Venice 
Naples and Tuscany combined to augment their numbers. 
Francis would have employed his own at Pisa Leghorn and 
Porto Ferraio, but the pope having been compelled to take arms 
the whole mass was driven back on the Tuscan frontier and 
obliged him to join in their destruction. Agreements were 
made for a mutual restitution of prisoners according to their 
nation ; prices were set on the head of each ; and all this becom· 
ing permanent, a system of authorized assassination, blood, and 
terror, spread throughout the land : but though any robber could 
purehase his own safety by murdering another, it was re· 
marked that they still remained faithful so that something be· 
yond mere plunder was suspected ; and they were in fact encou· 
raged by the Spanish garrisons to outrage Tuscany, one of 
their chiefs being also in communication with Lesdiguieres the 
Huguenot governor of Dauphiny. In the ecclesiastical states 
spiritual as well as temporal power was adopted for their des
truction, the pope endeavouring amidst general disorder to 
extend the former into Tuscany and exercise some acts 
of clerical jurisdiction that might form a good precedent 
for future claims. From time immemorial this bad been the 
great papal wedge, and no occasion was ever neglected to 
introduce it or afterwards drive it home ; but the Grand 
Duke was then awake, and stubborn upon every point of juris
diction, promptly and sternly repelling all such attempts, and 
so far deserved the esteem of his subjects more than his more 
able and better principled successor. Although jealous of 
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ecclesiastical encroachments he at first received with favour 
some deputies of the congregation appointed by Pius V. 
and continued by Gregory XIII. to exooute certain reforms 
ordered by the council of Trent. · They were generally wel
comed in the belief that their mission was church reform, 
and aid was ordered to be given to them by all local autho
rities provided that no interference took place with lay affairs 
or government jurisdiction. But the Prince soon became aware 
that reform was the Pope's last object; the first being to extend 
papal jurisdiction and revenue, to get the papal fingers into 
the Monte di Piet&, public hospitals, and fraternities, inter
fere with the patronage of both prince and laity, and encroach 
on civil jurisdiction. By the republic all these had been 
studiously kept apart from ecclesiastical authority in their 
worldly business, and so jealous was it on this point that when· 
the mendicant orders first appeared on Florentine ground they 
were expressly excluded from every temporal jurisdiction, even 
over their own affairs, by the appointment of a civil magistracy 
to superintend the building and repairs and administer the 
finances of each convent from whatever source they might be 
drawn. The grand dukes acted in the same spirit, but the 
friars were sufficiently dexterous to slip from this control, leav
ing it with the mere superintendence of buildings and repairs, 
while most other religious establishments continued under ducal 
authority. Amongst these were the numerous layfraternitieswho 
were united for devout purposes and had acquired considerable 
property : they had really no connexion with ecclesiastical 
authority; but in the eyes of the latter their possessions had, 
and proportionably increased the value of their souls I These 
possessions at once attracted the apostolic visitors, who under 
pretence of correcting abuses wanted to reduce every pious and 
charitable establishment to ecclesiastical rule in order to com
mand the surplus revenues of each, and even began to nibble 
at the order of San Stefano. Francis at length became exaspe-
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rated, forbid the local authorities to assist them, ordered that 
they should not be obeyed, remonstrated with the pope, and 
sternly demanded their reaill. Violent disputes and opposition 
followed in the provinces ; censures and excommunication suc
ceeded, and the apostolical visitor at Siena, who had become 
peculiarly obnoxious, was threatened with forcible expulsion. 
The pope would do nothing but modify the system, and Francis 
seeing his drift resolved on open opposition, declining to be 
anwerable for any violence that might be committed against a 
visitor who had already been warned of his danger. On this 
the pontiff requested that for an example to other princes the 
visitation might be permitted to terminate quietly, sending the ' 
Bishop of Rimini as a more conciliating personage : he proved 
far otherwise, yet to avoid an open rupture was received but 
followed the traces of the first so closely that at Barga even 
the nuns chased him from their convent with staves, out
cries, and considerable hazard of his life. The Grand Duke 
added a severe reprimand and forbid his inspecting the books 
of the various institutions of Volterra and other places : the 
heads of these establishments and all those who assisted them 
were consequently excommunicated and Francis in return 
threatened an instant expulsion of the bishop if not immediately 
recalled*· This vigour succeeded, but to save the pope's credit 
his nuncio was ordered to terminate the visitation, and this he 
peacefully accomplished. Seven years after, in 1582 when a 
similar visitation took place, Francis stipulated that it should 
confine itself to churches and convents alone, and refmin from 
all lay institutions and patronage ; yet the consequence was un
mixed evil; the clergy were not reformed according to the decrees 
of Trent; ancient laws and customs were confused, and entangled 
with new and puzzling regulations, and continual appeals to 
Rome were the result; the great object of that court being to 

• Vick Letten of Francie to the Car- Rimiui, May 11176, apud Galluzzi, 
diDal of Medicia ud the Biahop of Lib. iv., cap. i.x. 
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encourage these appeals and thus absorb the bishops'local autho
rity. The "Congregation" or ecclesiastical court already existing 
at Rome for interpreting and executing the decrees of council. was 
also charged with the revision of these visitations and there
fore became the arbitrator of all disputed episcopal jurisdiction 
and ancient clerical privilege, as well as both judge and party 
in each appeal, and the result may be imagined. The Grand 
Duke either satisfied with his exertions to protect lay rights, 
or blind to the consequences ; perhaps shy of meddling with 
things purely ecclesiastical ; allowed this to continue until the 
bishops finding almost all their diocesan authority thus absorbed 
by the Roman congregation and themselves only permitted to 
act according to the will of that body, became exclusively 
attached to the source of power and ceased to consider them· 
selves as belonging to the Tuscan community or having any 
thing to do with the political system of that country. Thence 
sprung up an indifference to the honour and independence of 
the state, a slender obedience to the Prince and an eagerness 
to do homage to their new masters, whose power though not 
formally acknowledged began its silent exercise throughout 
Italy by means of the bishops, now merely their deputies. 
Confusion and ambiguity between civil and ecclesiastical juris
diction and a general uncertainty about the rights and posses
sions of either, spread throughout the Peninsula but religious 
discipline gained no ground, for as disputes warmed, priestly 
arrogance swelled, until at last it burst its allegiance, contemned 
the sovereign, and acknowledged no authority but the courts of 
Rome. In this revolt the friars shone conspicuous seconded 
as they were by Gregory XIII. who granted them many 
privileges, and by the superstition or devotion of the people who 
poured wealth into the hands of those orders which openly pro
fessed and affected to despise it*· The Jesuits of Siena exas
perated everybody by their insolence and disgusted the public 

• Galluzzi, Lib, iv., cap. ix. 
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by their proselytism ; the Florentine monks of Saint Mark re
awakened the memory and spirit of Savonarola which had slept 
since 11171; for whether in life or death this singular man 
struck his own enthusiasm deep into his followers' minds, and 
though stamped and trampled upon it was never eradicated 
but sprouted vigorously at every change. His doctrines 
now laid hold of youth and age ; friars, nuns, and secular 
clergy imbibed his tenets ; his relics were exhibited, there was 
a low whispering of miracles performed by them, and he became 
once more a martyr, a saint, and a prophet : his image was 
!'truck in bronze and in gold, cut in gems, sculptured in brass 
and copper, and all his freest opinions were discussed in the 
private society of Florence. The ruling powers of Church and 
State were apprehensive of two evils from this ; an alienation 
from the papal authority and an expansion of republican prin
ciples involving hatred to the race of Medici. Of these enthu
siasts were Pandolfo Pucci and his companions, against whom 
Francesco took so sure and bloody a revenge for a conspiracy 
already abandoned*· 

Amongst the greatest sufferers by the Roman visitations were 
the poorer orders of nuns whose chief means of existence was 
public charity: new and severe regulations confined them closely 
to their convents, which in many instances were without gardens, 
and nearly reduced them to ab9!>lute starvation. In Florence 
alone twenty-eightconvents containing two thousand five hundred 
and twenty-one sisters, some of which had only two hundred and 
eighty dollars of rent to support a hundred and sixty nuns, and 
hampered by a thousand dollars of debt, were reduced to a state 
of famine : the whole city instantly flew to their succour but 
the aid was uncertain, ephemeral, and insufficient ; it was but 
the impulse of a moment, and much misery and disorder 
still ·followed ; at Siena things were worse and the poison of 

• Yide Letter of the Archbishop of r.e!M'.o I., Auguat 1583, Galluzzi, Lib. 
Florence (a Medici and afterwarda iv., cap. ix. 
Leo XI.) to the Grand Duke Fran-
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Roman priestcraft infected all Tuscany. Nor was this the 
only vexation which sprung from papal encroachment : Cosimo 
allowed Pius V. to send inquisitors of the Franciscan order to 
Florence Pisa and Siena, but with powers so limited that they 
had no private prisons, and when executing theological justice 
were compelled to apply to the civil power, giving the culprit's 
name and the cause of condemnation. This did not agree with 
the overbearing spirit of the Holy Office : it cramped the in
quisitor's efforts : it thwarted his ambition and killed his hopes; 
for no way then existed so short and sure to the cardinalate as 
a rigid exercise of inquisitorial power. At Florence under the 
sovereign's eye there were few complaints, but at Pisa and Siena 
continual quarrels with the civil power compelled the Grand 
Duke to insist on the inquisitor's recall : he was succeeded by 
one equally obnoxious ; and to increase their official influence 
these inquisitors established lay brotherhoods in all the prin
cipal cities of Italy with the sole object of assisting them and 
disseminating their poison. Men and women of every condition 
were admitted into these sooieties ; they were distinguished by 
a red cross on their dress, and thence called " Orocesegnati ; " 
they engaged themselves to aid the Holy Office against all 
heretics and their supporters, and for this they received indul
gences, great facilities for absolution, and many exemptions. 
In Sicily, Venice, Milan, Ferrara and Bologna these societies 
already existed, and in 1570 an attempt was made to introduce 
them at Siena : the governor Montante, then grown old and 
weak, allowed this but the people complained, and Francesco at 
once forbid it with expressions of strong indignation followed by 
a demand for the inquisitor's recall. This was granted, but 
another equally audacious succeeded who established inquisito
rial vicars in every village and spread dismay throughout the 
land. Compelled to remove these satellites, he still b-iuned 
with so hot a zeal as to make him walk through the city on Fridays, 
smelling at every house to detect if possible the odour of meat 
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in the several kitchens ! In Pisa similar doings were in full 
activity, and an evident inclination was shown to destroy both 
universities by repeated aCCUBations and punishments; inquisitor 
after inquisitor went and came but the system remained 
unchanged, the nuisance unabated. 

Francis I. was strictly economical, but inexorable in his 
demands on the people: his revenue in 1676 was calculated at 
1,200,000 golden crowns out of which be was supposed to save 
a quarter : it does not appear that he laid any new taxes on the 
nation after Cosimo's death, but he made those permanent 
which his father intended to be temporary: he lent 1,000,000 
of ducats to the house of Austria, and Pratolino is said to have 
cost almost as much more : if to these are added the enormous 
expense of his second marriage, and that of Don Antonio's 
principality, some idea may be formed of the vast resources of 
so small a state ; but the continual and unrelenting severity of 
his financial system was terrible to his subjects and often un
fruitful to himself, especially after commercial enterprise began 
to relapse into the original languor from which Cosimo had 
awakened it. While be continued Cosimo's system of en
couragement, without extraneous checks, the gains of trade 
enabled people generally to sustain excessive taxation ; but 
when, as in 1580, a sudden failure of commerce filled Tuscany 
with dread, when numerous bankruptcies carried ruin through 
the manufactories, and industry lay prostrate ; then the burden 
became intolerable ; the people cried for bread, and they 
received a stone. As the rapid shooting of the commercial tree 
was mainly produced by a combination of accidental circum
stances and Cosimo's sagacity, it withered as quickly when the 
nourishment ceased, and Pisa which had swelled under these 
iniluence!J to a population of twenty-two thousand souls when 
that Duke died, had dwindled down to eight thousand at the 
death of his successor. 

Purely commercial nations are essentially less stable than 
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those which principally depend on agriculture for their prosperity: 
their existence though brilliant is ephemeral ; they are vitally 
affected by external changes, and any alteration in the relative 
position of nations may tum them from the highest to the lowest 
spoke in the wheel of fortune. Florence from a combination of 
outward events and internal energy advanced in commercial 
prosperity until the beginning of the sixteenth century : a 
second combination which had been gradually forming, coupled 
with internal disorders, threw her back to worse than her 
original condition, for the reign of Cosimo was only a convul
sive struggle produced by his galvanic energy of character. As 
the mercantile prosperity of the north-western nations increased, 
that of the south diminished, and-Florence in its turn began to 
decay ; but the revolutions of Flanders and civil wars of France 
rolled back the tide of commerce again on Italy whence it could 
more safely find its way to the interior of Europe. Lisbon too 
became the emporium for East Indian and American merchan
dise and distributed it to other nations; and even until the 
conquest of Portugal by Philip II. the revived commerce of 
Tuscany flowed onward in full stream ; but the stronghold of 
Florence, the city of Lyon, from having been the centre of 
exchange between Italy and Flanders; Spain and Germany; 
had sunk to comparative insignificance. Besides the blows 
already noticed aimed at it by Charles V. the foreign merchants 
were robbed by both parties in France according as each gained 
the ascendant, and they gradually abandoned the place ; so that 
in 1575 the few Florentines that remained were so miserably 
reduced as to petition the Grand Duke for some mitigation of 
their taxes. Besanc;on and Chambery then became the prin
cipal resorts, but Henry III. of France forbid the Lyonese mer
chants to correspond with those cities, and the German towns 
most convenient for exchange were interdicted to the Italians 
on account of the reformed religion. Gregory XIII. ordered 
all who were established at Nuremburg to settle at Ratisbon 
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and on Torregiani a Florentine refusing obedience application 
was made to compel him. All such obstacles tended to set 
the stream of commerce along the shores of Spain and Portugal, 
and there the Florentines traded and settled in security : by 
these channels Francis endeavoured to attract the pepper trade 
and other East India commodities to Leghorn where he wished 
them to meet the Levant trade ; in the former he partly suc
ceeded and the security of his own private galleons insured 
their employment before any other carriers : in the latter he 
failed, for Venice was still unrivalled ; but between Leghorn 
and Alexandria some slight commercial intercourse revived. 

The death of King Sebastian of Portugal with the consequent 
war and conquest of that kingdom in 1 680 threw its commerce 
into confusion ; English, French, and Dutch privateers inter
cepted everything; the only security for Philip's loans being 
royal cargoes from India and America, everything became do,ubly 
precarious, and his Florentine creditors found themselves sud- . 
denly involved in all the hazards of a war to which they were 
utter strangers ; the result was that bankruptcies multiplied 
in Florence, and Francis vainly thinking to subdue misfortune by 
severity, issued cruel laws against them. 

By an act of the year 168~ all bankrupts were ordered to 
place themselves in prison. three days after their failure ; if 
they did so the way was open to justification ; if not without 
any further inquiry they were pronounced dishonest, became 
subject with their family and descendants, to the most rigorous 
penalties, besides any personal chastisement which the criminal 
court might please to inflict on them ; they being considered as 
public delinquents who bad made away with other men's property. 
The grandfather, father, sons and descendants of the honest 
bankrupt were held answerable for him in goods and person if 
one year before his failure the two first bad not protested that 
they bad no interest in the business, and if the last were not 
emancipated from paternal authority. The sons and all male 
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descendants of fraudulent bankrupts, though born afterwards 
were declared infamous, and deprived, like those of the honest 
bankrupt, of all civic rights and privileges as Florentine 
citizens, including eligibility to public office I Their wives, 
children, servants and even their neighbours might by the 
seventeenth provision of this act be arrested incarcerated and 
punished at the magistrate's discretion ; the creditors, however 
mercifully inclined, were deprived of all power of even miti. 
gating the penalties ; and assistance given to the bankrupt by 
any person, or even the mere act of affording him shelter, 
was visited by heavy fines, and what further punishment the 
magistrates should think fit to inflict*· There are in this 
formidable act nineteen provisions of cruel unjust and impolitic 
legislation, and the result was emigration of Tuscan merchants 
and the investment of their property in other climes less noxious 
to its fructification. An alteration in the Spanish and Italian 
currency about this period and a hoard of five millions of gold 
in the Castle of Saint Angelo, by reducing the circulation of 
money augmented general suffering and almost ruined the 
Tuscan commerce. 

All foreigners were encouraged to trade and settle at Leghorn, 
but more particularly the English, who had the privilege of 
residing and travelling in every part of Tuscany without moles
tation ; the only restriction impoBed on them was not to become 
pirates against Christians, or carry Turkish or Jewish merchan
dise und~r the protection of their flag, and Queen Elizabeth 
in return abolished the duty on alum which had been a great 
impediment to Florentine traffic in that commodity. Francis 
was on the point of farming the Spanish pepper trade when he 
died, for like Cosimo he drew great profits from his private 
commerce, a most pernicious practice, but where the state was 
the person of the prince it perhaps saved some vexations im
posts. He not only entered largely into foreign dealings but, 

• "Leggi e Bandi di Toscana," Legge del Senato, 20 Aprile 1582. 

o;g "ed ,,Coogle 



OBAP, Til.) FlmDINAND THE FIRST. 339 

under feigned names, into public contracts with !Wme, besides 
many private speculations both at home and abroad as a partner 
in mercantile firms of acknowledged reputation. Like Cosimo 
too his favourite merchandise was jewellery which he managed 
entirely himself, being a perfect j~dge, and vain of possessing 
the most valuable and rarest jewels in the world. The freightage 
of his galleons was another source of revenue, and banks at 
both IWme and Venice extended the circle of his foreign 
profits, while at home he entered the retail market in compe
tition with his own subjects, opening several shops under 
the plea of public convenience where all the commonest neces
saries of life were sold on his account. He was the greatest 
com merchant in Tuscany, and held an immense granary at 
Pisa as a magazine for his purchases in the Maremma and 
Sicily which were afterwards distributed through Italy, and 
even reached Portugal in exchange for Indian produce. The 
importation of raw silk also was a rich source of private gain, 
and the galleys of San Stefano made an annual voyage to 
collect it in Sicily and Calabria for Francesco and · other 
Tuscan merchants ; but the unsteady market for this article in 
the Neapolitan states, arising. from quarrels competition and 
fluctuating duties, affected the Florentine manufacture and in
duced Francis to cultivate the white mulberry tree in Tuscany. 
By a law of 1676 every landholder was compelled to plant 
four mulberry trees for every pair of oxen in each " Podere " 
or farm, and this was followed up by others which imposed a 
heavy duty on the exportation of native raw silk as well as on 
the importation of the foreign manufactured article, giving a 
forced and ephemeral prosperity to that trade while the cloth 
manufacture proportionately declined*· 

The competition of a despotic prince or any government in 
the trade of a country is always injurious, and probably 
accelerated the fall of Tuscan commerce : resources so vast 

* Leggi e Bandi di Toecaoa, Bando, 16 Giugno, 1576. 
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like a wide-spreading tree overshadowed all the smaller sprouts 
and absorbed their nourishment. Francesco's mercantile profits 
must have been enormous, and a vast amount of wealth was 
found at his decease in the fortress of Belvedere : Ferdinand 
was prudent in concealing the real sum of coined gold and 
silver from the king of Spain, from his own brother, and the 
nation ; but the mass of manufactured articles in the precious 
metals and in jewellery was a matter of notoriety. It wss then 
believed and is recorded in cotemporary manuscripts that no 
less than 5,000,000 of coined gold and 700,000 dollars besides 
a vast amount of jewels were shown to him by Bernardo 
~uonarruoti who bad charge of the treasure; so that the golden 
age was said to be come back again*· 

It was a principle of Cosima's and Francesco's governments 
that Florence should be supplied by the surplus produce of Siena 
which province was always held distinct and subordinate, and to 
be made use of only for the benefit of the Florentine state. No 
encouragement was given to manufactures in that country, and 
as no money could make its way there except in exchange for 
surplus produce the least impediment to agriculture was keenly 
felt. The avarice of Francesco. made him put a double duty on 
the exportation of agricultural products, for Cosimo bad already 
deprived the Senese of a permanent free trade in grain, 
granting it or not as the neceesity of Florence prompted. 
Francis by this duty expected to double his profits, but diminished 
cultivation instead: the cause was not immediately perceived, 
and schemes of various kinds were proposed as remedies 
when the two little words " Free trade" would have cured all! 
It was observed that private property in the Florentine 
state appeared better cultivated than that of corporations, 
wherefore all such domains in the Senese territory were divided 
into private holdings with certain privileges, in expectation of a 

* Vide Lettera da Gio. Vittorio Sode- " Origim e DumtdtfiZG tkll4 ea. 
rini a Silvio Piccolomini, MS., Firenze, de' Medici;" aiJO Galluzzi, Lt11• ;,.,, 

21 Decembre, I 587, aa given in cap. r. 
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similar result. Speculators were allured by cheap purchases, 
activity and enterprise began to awa.}ien ; houses were built, 
woods cleared, vines and olives planted, and everybody except 
the natives expected an age of prosperity. The Senese alone 
were incredulous ; they declared that cattle and com were their 
staple commodities, the best adapted to the soil and national 
habits, and only required commercial liberty to be produced in 
the greatest abundance. While the Florentines accused them 
of envy and indolence and the discussion was still loud, the 
entire failure of this scheme decided the question : for the 
colonists seeing their capital spent, their labour useless, their 
expectations blasted, and money yet due for the original pur
chase, abandoned the enterprise and left the country more 
impoverished than before. 

Nevertheless about the year 1678 an agricultural spirit 
began to exhibit itself at Florence : the sovereign's ·example, 
the academical lectures, and ~scussions of literary men, the 
subsequent decline of trade, reason interest and fashion in 
short, all united in a general movement towards rustic labours. 
The Grand Duke, who was a botanist, introduced new plants 
from varions countries, amongst them the sugar-cane, but could 
not succeed in its Tnscan cultivation. Many useless and nse
ful laws were enacted for the encouragement of agriculture ; 
amongst the latter was one to prevent the numerons church 
holidays inte~ering with markets : and amongst the former 
an interdict against gathering olives before they were ripe ; 
a thing which would have been better left to the owner's dis· 
cretion, espeeially as the green olive and particularly the wild 
olive, is considered to produce the finest oil though in smaller 
quantity. The tunny-fishery of Elba is also due to Francis ; 
neither did he neglect the minerals of Tnscany ; many parts 
had been already explored by the ancient Etrurians and still 
with the aid of modem science offer advantages to enterprising 
men : the copper mines of Monte Catin were worked under 
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his auspices by Germans, and the iron of Giglio was preferred 
to that of Elba for steel compositions, notwithstanding the 
great celebrity and softness of the latter. 

Francis was a true Medici in his love and feeling for the fine 
arts ; and as in all public festivities the great.est artists of the 
day were commissioned to design and direct the decorations, 
public taste became more refined and in a manner moulded to 
the conception enjoyment and appreciation of the most correct 
and chastest models ; and thence probably arose that general 
feeling for design which still remains, even to the "ultimo A.r
tilta," in the conduct of public spectacles and the decoration of 
private houses in Florence. Buontalenti and Ammanato in 
architecture, Alessandro Allori aud Poeetti in painting, and John 
of Bologna in sculpture with many other able artists threw 
some bright gleams across the murky reign of Francis. This 
prince also was the first to place a collection of paintings and 
statues in the present gallery while he enriched the cabinet of 
antiquities by numerous acquisitions, and promoted both art and 
literature as much as the Inquisition would allow him. The 
Florentine Academy maintained its reputation, and the trans
lations of classic authors which so rapidly issued from it were 
read with avidity : the vanity of this society soon began to rise: 
they assumed the power of deciding on the purity or impuricy 
of Tuscan composition and consequently on the praise or 
condemnation of authors ; Philology became their principal 
S)lbject of diseupsion, but they finally separated into several dis
tinct societies amongst which was the celebrated " A.ccademia 
della Orusca :" Francesco Grazzini already mentioned as " n 
Lalca," a man noted for his novels and their excessive inde
cency, originated this Academy about the year 1682. Its first 
act was a severe criticism· on Tasso's writings which occupied 
all the literary world and established the notoriety if not the 
reputation of that particular body: the Academy's object is said to 
have been a malicious revenge on the poet for having abused Flo-
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renee and the Medici, wherefore at the Grand Duke's cemmand 
they undertook to chastise his audacity because in a dialogue 
called " Il piacers oneBto" he called the Florentine gentlemen 
"Nobai Artilti," a name of which their republican ancestors 
were justly proud, and the government of Florence " Giogo 
dslla nuova tirannids dslla Ocua Mstlici," an epithet that those 
same ancestors would have most cordially approved. The word 
pardon not being in the dictionary of Francis he urged on these 
obsequious Academicians to overwhelm the poet, who was con· 
sidered by the Florentines to have come off worst from the eon· 
test. Tasso afterwards wrote verses in praise of Bianca Cap· 
pello and offered his services to Francesco; but the Medici was 
implacable, and after such a victory the Aeeademia della Crusea 
gave laws to Italian literature. Francis loved the society and 
correspondence of learned and scientific men, and having some 
knowledge of Alehymy Mineralogy and Botany, he promoted the 
study of all these branches of learning and was liberal to their 
professors. The Universities of Siena and Pisa although at 
one period considerably shaken, still flourished in despite of the 
Inquisition by the mere force of professorial talent; the former 
contained upwards of a hundred Polish and German students 
who governed themselves by peculiar laws and privileges, but 
at Pisa the students were more from Genoa and Lombardy and 
many distinguished professors occupied the chairs. Amongst 
these " OUalpino" became famous, especially for his knowledge 
of the circulation of the blood, but he did not follow up 
the investigation. As Cisalpine occupied a professor's chair 
at Pisa about the time of Harvey's birth it is possible if not 
probable, considering the great intercourse between England 
and Tuscany at that epoch, that Harvey might have reeeh·ed 
the crude fact from Pisan records and worked out from it his own 
celebrated discovery*· A condemned man's body was annually 

• William Harvey wu born at Folk· blood in 1628, when the intercoune 
atone in Kent, ... n.l578,and published with TUIC&ny- CODttant. 

hie work on the circulation of the 
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given ro the University for diasection, and a museum of natural 
hisrory formed near the botanic garden : Francis retained in 
his own bands the presentations ro professorships, and stu· 
dionsly excluded monks from these responsible situations. 

Detested by his subjects he was almost equally hated by the 
princes of Italy, even those ro whom he had recently allied 
himself by intermarriage ; remembering former quarrels they 
regarded him with unfriendly aspect and Catharine of Medicis 
was his bitterest foe : her hate had become still more intense 
on aooount of his conduct about Duke Alexander's property, 
which it is said prevented her from retiring inro the Florentine 
convent of the " Murau" where she had passed her early youth 
amidst the turbulent liberty and distresses of her country. 

Ferdinand therefore both within and without was well re
ceived, and quietly mounted the throne on the twenty-fifth of 
Ocrober 1687 in the thirty-sixth year of his age; after the 
Senate of Forty-Eight and the Council of Two Hundred had 
assembled rogether in the great hall of the public palace and 
administered the usual oath ro him as Sovereign of Tuscany. 
He had left a fair fame at Rome, and assumed the government 
with a more favourable expression of the public mind than 
could well have been expected, but still accompailled by doubt 
suspicion and anxiety : Ferdinand however had more of his 
father's talent and less of his ferocity than Francis and com· 
menced his reign with some display of justice and magnanimity: 
he pardoned the late ministers for their conduct rowards 
himself and continued most of them in office : he tired and 
executed the Senese Captain of Justice for tyranny and ex· 
rortion : he confirmed w Don Anronio all that Francis had 
given him, and after formally investigating and registering 
the srory of his birth allowed him still w retain the name 
and arms of Medici. The persecuted Camilla Martelli had 
full liberty to remove from the convent ro a villa assigned 
expressly for her use : he immediately relieved the poorer 
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classes from some trifling imposts which nevertheless pressed 
hard upon them; he expended large sums in present charity, 
and gave extensive employment on new works for publiq 
benefit. He was easy of access, frank and almost fami. 
liar in his manners, generous in his habits, a close investi· 
gator of public business, and generally conciliatory in act and 
deportment. With the Italian potentates he was open in the 
declaration of his opinions; he promptly renewed the alliance 
with Venice, satisfied fl!.e vanity of the Dukes of Urbino, 
Parma, and Ferrara, by unhesitatingly acknowledging their new 
and self-assumed titles, and calmed all the insignificant jealousies 
that had previously existed with the Italian princes except the 
Duke of Savoy, who still shrunk hack to the very verge or 
politeneBB. Nor was the Grand Duke in much haste to gain 
the friendship of a man whose ambition and schemes of Italian 
conquest seriously alarmed him ; for Charles Emanuel added 
great ability to a turbulent and utterly reckless disposition in 
the pursuit of his own interests, besides deep natural cUDDing, 
and powers of dissimulation fully equal to the times. 

An able prince such as Ferdinand of Medicis, in the 
vigour of youth, politically wise, and experienced in state 
affairs ; rich in treasure without the odium of its acquisition ; 
commanding a powerful faction at &me, and having no positive 
ill-will from his subjects; was in a position to make himself 
respected even in more unfavourable circumstances than Euro
pean politics then presented. Spain still laboured at the Flemish 
war; England and Holland disputed her maritime power, in· 
jured her trade, and distracted her councils ·: the French 
monarch and half his realm opposed her, and the whole king· 
dom bated her : . but France being perplexed and weakened by 
intemal discord its partition became a favourite object of the 
Spanish cabinet, in concert with Guise and Savoy. 

Germany was in no condition for disputes; Poland was a 
prey to the two rivals for her throne ; the Turks were fully 
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occupied in Asia though fear still skulked along their German 
confines, and they were always to be watched with anxiety. Peace 
reigned in Italy ; but the Duke of Savoy held a threatening 
sword over the heads of its princes : Mantua trembled for 
Monferrato, Genoa became uneasy, and all apprehended eome 
outrage on Italian independence. Ferdinand consequently bad 
nothing to fear from any quarter but Savoy, wherefore loathing 
his brother's servility to Spain he resolved to emancipate Tus
cany from such thraldom and by uniting with the Italian princes 
oppose a solid mass to those who menaced the Peninsula. This 
was politic but not easily accomplished : the treaty of Chateau 
Cambresis was obsolescent and the relative position of nations 
changing : new times seemed to be approaching and new mea
sures became necessary. France and Spain were both interested 
in the Grand Duke's conduct and opinions, the former to secure 
an Italian ally in case of any possible change of circumstances; 
the latter as they affected its Lombard states ; for Philip was 
well aware, from Ferdinand's Roman politics and Olivarez's 
despatches, that he was not a man to be moulded like his brother 
to every fashion of the house of Austria. France as interest dic
tated was sincere in offers of friendship, and Catharine who 
bad long maintained a secret correspondence with her cousin 
now offered all she could to exalt the Medici. Ferdinand 
resolved for the moment to conceal his opinions and attend to 
the reformation of domestic abuses while in various ways he 
conciliated the Italian princes: to the Tuscans he indirectly 
announced his intention of governing with patriarchal kind
ness by assuming for his device a swarm of bees encompassing 
their queen (believed to have no sting) and the motto " Majn
tat6 tantum" *· It was a promising device; and hanging the 

* Medals were struck on this ocCBSion Germ&D, and English, (especially in the 
with the above device, one of which ia Numismatic Journal of 1837 and 
now in the cabinet of Mr. Pfiater, of 1838), on the Italian roina of the 
6-&, King &treet, Golden Square, the middle ages, where be proves that 
author of several eaaays in French, religion was not the sole motin which 
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Governor of Leghorn because he refused to surrender that 
fortress on the receipt of Francesco's countersign was a tolerable 
commentary on its meaning* I 

He a.dded Pietro Usimba.rdi and Pozzo Archbishop of Pisa 
to his ministry, recalled several of Cosimo's old servants who 
had been dismissed in the late reign, and altogether began 
well; which according to Cicero is easy; but difficult to continue. 
To prove the extinction of every bitter feeling the obsequies of 
Francis were celebrated with infinite pomp : yet it would baTe 
been well had he extended this amnesty to the shade of Bianca. 
but so strong was his enmity enn towards her life I eBB corpse, and 
so base the conduct of the Venetian senate, that merely to please 
him it forbade her family to give an adopted daughter of Saint 
Mark the honours of a public funeral ! 

Determined to quit the church and marry, Ferdinand sought 
for an alliance that would support the establishment and pre
servation of his independence ; he therefore declined a proffered 
marriage with the German house of Austria and turned more 
willingly to the young PrinceBB Christina of Lorraine the 
adopted child of Queen Catharine who was considered almost 
as a daughter of France. As the matrimonial contracts of 
that period were entirely political Ferdinand agreed to take 
her with a dowry of 600,000 crowns, the cession of all Catha
rine's claims on Medician property, and a transfer to Chris
tina of her title and rights to the duchy of Urbino, which 
had never been annulled even when Adrian VI. restored 
Francesco Maria della Rovere to the dukedom. The natural 
tendency of Ferdinand's mind and politics were towards France 
whose integrity he believed essential to the balance 
f E h ~ . 88 M . Alb' A.D. 1588. o urope, w ere1ore m Hi ons1eur m came 

secretly to Florence as envoy from Queen Catharine and 

dictated the typea of ancient coina, and the notire of thoae who feel any his
maintains that the earlieat of them bear- torica.I interelt in modern nnmiamadcs. 
iDg datea are probably forgeriea. Tbia • Mnratori, Allnali, Anno 1587. 
valnable colloc:tion 1eema well worth 
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Henry III. ; but in order not to oft'end Spain the Grand Duke's 
IDI\iordomo Orazio Rucellai was charged with the correspond
ence*. Don Pietro, then at Madrid, received orders to oom4 

munieate this unwelcome project of marriage to Philip, whose 
wrath rose high against Ferdinand and was augmented by the 
removal of all the late sovereign's military govemors amongst 
whom were several Spaniards ; but still more so on the Grand 
Duke's demands for repayment of the Tuscan loans at a 
time when all Europe echoed with exaggerated reports of the 
vast treasure found at Francesco's death. All this showed 
that the notions of these two brothers dift'ered widely and 
Philip II. resolving on dissimulation sent Don Louis Velasco to 
discover Ferdinand's real intentions and oft'er him either an 
Archduchess or a Princess of Braganza in marriage : but the 
Grand Duke was immoveable, and the unsuccessful mission of 
Velasco put the whole Spanish court in an uproar! The astound· 
ing fact of any Grand Duke of Tuscany having a will in oppo
sition to the Spanish monarch was almost too curious for belief 
and far too criminal to pardon I Wars and other circumstances 
which rendered Italian tranquilllty of great importance made 
Philip conceal his anger, while Ferdinand far from desiring an 
open mpture renewed his oft'ers of service. Don Pietro at his 
request was sent home and received says Galluzzi " with love 
and aft'ection by his brother, lwnoured by tM peopk and 
acceptable to aU 1 "t 

Catharine meanwhile pushed forward the negotiations for 
Christina's marriage and even oft'ered to sell the marquisite of 
Saluzzo to Ferdinand, a dominion of great importance for which 
both the Duke of Savoy and the Huguenots were intriguing; 
but when the bargain was nearly concluded that Duke occupied 
it with the connivance of both Pope and Spaniard, on the pretext 
of securing the place for Henry of Navarre. This act considered 

" Galluzzi, Lib. v., cap. i. 
+ Tbia of coune must be a mere 
ftouriah of the historian in bit admira-

tion for the Medici, or a severe satire 
on the Florentines. Piero dilgusted 
even the corrnpt conrt of Madrid. 
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as a direct violation of the treaty of Chateau Cambresis startled 
all Italy as the fil'St shock of an approaching war: the V ene
tians blamed Sixtus V. as the disturber of Italian peace and 
urged Ferdinand to unite with them in aiding France to recover 
Saluzzo which he was willing enough to do, but through fear 
of Spain was still compelled to dissemble. He however urged 
Henry III. and Catharine to the attempt but the distracted 
condition of France paralysed every effort and that monarch 
remained at Blois a king without a kingdom. Saluzzo was 
lost, Paris had revolted, the Huguenots were pressing bard, 
and ,Philip, in despite of the famed Armada's destruction by the 
English, was ready to pounce upon his ruined provinces. In 
this dismal moment for Henry, Orazio Rucellai arrived with 
oft'el'S of Ferdinand's friendship, and instructions to conclude 
the marriage contract, while as a proof of his sincerity be 
resigned the cardinalate by proxy in public consistory. This 
unequivocal conduct, his alliance with Venice, and growing in
fluence in Italy increased the anger of Spain which could not 
yet comprehend its master's will being thwarted by a petty 
Italian prince whose states were deemed a mere province of the 
Spanish monarchy and he himself as scarcely equal to one of 
its grandees. Genoa fearful of Charles Emanuel closed up with 
Tuscany, and Sixtuslooked to the Grand Duke's friendship as the 
safeguard of his family; especially after the marriage of Flavia 
Peretti with Verginio 01'8ini, which confirmed the Medicisn 
ascendancy in Rome. All these things as reported by the 
bitter pen of Olivarez were not likely to remain long unnoticed 
by Philip who immediately reenforced the Maremma garrisons 
and followed it up by a succession of petty annoyances main· 
tained with long and unmitigated pertinacity. The Duke of 
Guise's death in December 1588 and that of Catharine of 
Medicis in January 1Mi9 for a while retarded the 

li h f F d. d' . C h . A.D. 1589. accomp s ment o er man s mamage : at arme 
whom Galluzzi endows with " rare and singular virtues" was 
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perhaps more of an intriguer, than a bigot; buta profound dissem
bler, and with some good qualities bad almost all the vices of her 
race : she bequeathed to Christina her claims on the duchy of 
Urbino which according to the investiture of her father Lorenzo 
de' Medici she bad a right to do ; but that investiture was spolia
tion*. Cmsar Borgia son of Pope Alexander VI. expelled 
Guidobaldo the last of the house of Montefeltro from Urbino : 
he was restored by Pope Julius II., and to show his gratitude 
adopted that pontiff's nephew Francesco Maria della &vere : 
the latter while at Venice in command of the papal army 
stabbed Cardinal Riario legate of Bologna, which mur
der, although partially overlooked by his uncle's affection, was 
never formally pardoned and therefore eagerly clutched at by 
Leo X. as an excuse for spoliation and deposition in order to 
settle the dukedom on Lorenzo de' Medici and his descendants. 
At Leo's death in 1521 Adrian VI. recalled Francesco Maria 
and reinvested him in the principality but without prejudice to 
the rights of others. The troubles that followed prevented 
Clement VII. from reinstating Catharine then a child but 
always considered as Duchess of Urbino, and so designated, 
in the marriage contract with Henry II. of France. To 
these rights Christina succeeded by Catharine's will which 
was ratified by Henry III. who concluded the marriage contract 
and became answerable for the dower as if that princess were 
a daughter of France. It is a curious and illustrative fact that 
Henry was unable to secure the bride's safe journey from Blois 
to Marseilles without the escort or'an army, and he was actually 
asse~bling one for that purpose when the ~allan try of the Hugue
not chiefs made them guarantee her safety, many of them escort
ing her in person to the place of embarkation. She·was received 
there with great splendour and general acclamation although 
the people had thrown off their allegiance and established a 
republic; but placed between the Huguenots and Savoy, bating 

• Galluzzi, Lib. v., cap. i0 • 
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both, 6xpoeed to either, at strife amongst themselves, and 
generally disposed to seek protection from a foreign prince, 
they would have willingly received Ferdinand as their lord, and 
he would as willingly have accepted them had Henry III. given 
him any encouragement. But neither Don Pietro who com
manded the Tuscan squadron, nor Christina herself could give 
an answer to such propositions and therefore proceeded to 
Florence where they arrived on the thirtieth of April 11189. 

The Princess of Lorraine was sixteen years of age, tall, 
majestic, full of grace vivacity and spirit, endowed with all 
that womanish quickness which is scarcely talent, and with more 
than ordinary beauty. From the villa of Poggio·a-Caiano she 
proceeded to Florence : the town was full of strangers ambas
sadors and princes from half Europe : the rejoicings lasted a 
month and as usual were conducted with equal taste splendour 
and costliness: the pictorial genius and imagination of Tuscany 
were continually invoked to vary the amusements, and Florence 
resembled the city of a fairy tale rather than the sober habita
tion of common men*· 

The storming of a Turkish fortress was represented in the 
court of the Pitti palace with inimitable talent ; a magnificent 
tournament followed, and a sumptuous banquet was prepared 
within the ducal halls; but after the guests were refreshed and 
expected a renewal of this passage of arms, instead of listed 
field the court had been changed into a mimic sea, and a spirited 
naval combat made the walls re-echo to its thunders! Thus taste 
was refined, the fine arts flourished, and manners were super· 
ficially polished by the expensive pleasures of the age; but 
treasuries were emptied, and severe taxation paid for all ! 
Yet the glitter of a royal pageant is but a poor exchange for 
the cries of a suffering people ! 

A French princess on the throne of Tuscany was a novel 
sight, and great political changes were prognosticated: Philip's 

• Galluzzi, Lib. • ·• ·cap. i•. 
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indignation rose ; he sowed fresh seeds of discord betwe~n the 
brothers, both being already well disposed, and seduced Pietro 
entirely from Ferdinand to Madrid, where he was neverthe
less employed in advancing the Grand Duke's claims for 
repayment of aU the Tuscan loans both personal and mercan
tile, 8s well as to excuse his refusal of a new one which 
bad just been demanded. The Tuscan sovereign's marriage, 
although into a family allied and even related to Philip, con
firmed all his suspicions of that prince's real intentions, and 
being bent on the conquest of France be could brook no 
opposition from a vassal ·: but the Grand Duke was no less 
firm in his resolution to maintain the integrity of that realm, 
and iC this failed to watch at least that tho Duke of Savoy 
did not strengthen himselC so as to shake the balance and 
endanger the independence ?f Italy. He therefore thwarted 
the latter by assisting the Proven9ftl people ; endeavoured 
to convince Sixtus that he would contribute more to the 
support of religion by healing the wounds of France than by 
excommunicating Henry of Valois for assassinating Guise, and 
frankly informed Philip of the offers made to him by the 
republic of Marseilles requesting his counsel about the accept
ance of them. A long silence and short answer, purporting 
that everybody should be content with what they possessed, 
came with peculiar grace from the man who bad just con
quered Portugal and was preparing to dismember France ! It at 
least showed Ferdinand that he was not in that monarch's 
confidence .and that Charles Emanuel was ; wherefore every aid 
was continued to Marseilles and Provence until the 888888ina
tion of King Henry III. obliged him to pause and reconsider 
his proceedings. 

The crown of France devolved by right on Henry of Navarre, 
but the league, in consequence of his religion, assumed the 
power of electing a king and the Duke of Lorraine seemed 
likely to be thus chosen : wherefore a union with his party or 
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at least the making use of his ancient family claims to Provence 
for Ferdinand's especial designs on Marseilles could scarcely be 
thought unsatisfactory to Spain, or riot at least easily be opposed 
by her without displeasing the League. Philip however deter
mined by continual worry and alarms to find him work enough 
athome, and the murder of Alessandro d' Appiano natnral lion 
of James VI. Prince of Piombino afforded a good occasion. By 
a series of menaces and annoyances Spain endeavoured to drive 
Ferdinand to some open act of hostility, but feeling secured 
from any direct attack by the efficient state of his garrisons he 
confined himself to complaints and remonstrances. 

Extreme scarcity and immense sums expended in the im· 
portation of grain from England in' English bottoms, which 
were repeatedly taken by Spanish cruisers, brought Ferdilland 
into closer connection with Queen Elizabeth, and by compelling 
him to provide large magazines of grain fixed his attention on 
Leghorn, always a favourite object with the Medici from the 
days of Clement VII. Duke Alexander had enlarged the 
original fortress, Cosimo I. added more works and secured the 
port, but its want of depth and capacity confined trade to 
vessels of the smallest burden, wherefore be planned a great 
work, no less than the construction of an artificial haven of vast 
dimensions fit for vessels of any size ; · but death prevented its 
execution. Francesco I. wanting Cosimo's sagacity, instead of 
carrying out this intention imagined that by buildingacitypeople 
would flock to it although unwholesomely placed, and without 
any real advantages in consequence of bad barbourage. The 
port was indispensable to population, which naturally followed 
commerce ; but these princ49 only contemplated the making of 
Leghorn a free emporium for merchandise, Pisa being still 
considered the real centre of trade as if it were yet an inde
pendent community; a circunistance which· seemq to have been 
overlooked in their calculation. With this idea however Cosimo 
encouraged the settlement of foreign merchants there and 
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opened a water communication with Leghorn by means of a 
navigable cut, wherefore the city prospered during his life
time, perhaps unnaturally, but declined as rapidly in the reign 
of Francesco. Ferdinand who venerated Cosimo's talents, 
seized all his notions with a surer grasp and determined to 
enlarge the port of Leghorn : this however was not done until 
he had failed in reestablishing the commerce of Pisa by a 
transfer of the mercantile and bauking business of Besa.1190n 
to that city, the insecurity of travelling being then a great 
impediment to French commeroe. For this purpose in 1688 
he restored the two annual fairs which in her free and prospe
rous times were held at Pisa, and by affording every sort of 
accommodation to merchants he began his plan with some 

prospoot of success. In January 11>90 the works at 
.A.D. 1590' L h d d hl eg om were commence but prove una e to IJl18o 

tain the shock of heavy seas, a force that few people iDex
perienced in maritime affairs have any conception of, so that 
Cosimo II. was afterwards obliged to construct the present mole 
and be contented with a smaller port. The new fort in time 
became useless, and was demolished in 1629 to make room for 
private dwellings of the rising town which was soon filled 
with commercial people from all parts of Europe. The recently 
converted Portuguese Christians so persecuted by Philip II. 
gladly took refuge in a free city: the Jews, unjustly con
demned and worried by all nations, were glad of an asylum 
there: the Col'Bicans, suffering under Genoese oppression, left 
their· homes and settled there: outlaws who were wandering 
through Italy, cowering under political persecution and forced 
to become robbers, sought shelter in Leghorn : other hapless 
beings compelled to abandon home and country from shame or 
suffering, all flocked seaward under the protecting wiBgs o( 
Tuscany : French discord and civil war drove the M81'116illes 
trade in the same direction ; many a weary citizen of that 
ever-vexed u.d tyrannical republic, permanently established 
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themselves within the nascent city, and the once pestilent 
swamps of Leghorn now teemed with unwonted life and 
indostry. 

Ferdinand strenuously exerted himself to exclude the Duke 
of Savoy from Provence as the most effectual way of assisting 
Navarre-whose pretensions he favoured not only as legitimate 
king but from personal admiration : Henry's character and 
abilities he thought afforded the best hopes of restoring France 
to tranquillity, of curbing Spanish ambition and checking those 
papal intrigues; which under the mask of religion only looked to 
extend the patronage and strengtJten the power of &me. 
Venice, protestant Germany, Holland, and England, had all 
similar objects ; all wished to see the power of France concen· 
trated; the first promptly acknowledged Henry IV. but Fer· 
dinand was still too much trammelled by Spain to declare 
himself ; yet secretly offered pecuniary aid, and through Giro
lamo Gondi, an old followerof Catharine's and principal farmer of 
the French revenue, he was enabled to supply it. He had already 
succeeded in persuadiug Sixtus V. that the Catholic faith would 
be better preserved by a catholic king in a united and peaceful 
country than amidst the clash of arms and anarchy, and the fear of 
losing Avignon finally convinced him of the necessity of opposing 
Savoy. This enraged Olivarez, who threatened that if the King 
of Navarre were absolved and his catholic followers left unex· 
JlOmmunicated Philip would declare war on the pope, assemble 
a general council, and renounce even his spiri~ obedience I 
Sixtus, nothing daunte~, answered threat by threat, menaced 
Philip himself with excommunication, deprivation of his crown 
and a renewal of the ancient crosades against his kingdom. 
Well aware of Ferdinand's part in this, Olivarez and the 
Spanish ~inet stung him at every point, that minister being 
entrusted with the task, which was to be pushed to the very . 
verge of war, or tile fear of driving the Tuscan monarch into 
a declared alliance with France and the Venetian republic. 
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Alfonso Piccolomini, now returned from that oountry, having 
been coldly received at Florence, was soon caught up by 
Olivarez and appeared with a band of five hundred followers 
in the mountain of Piswia but was quickly driven by the rural 
militia into the Papal States with a price of 10,000 crowns 
upon his head or double if taken alive. Ferdinand dreaded 
his great influence at Siena, aided as be would ~ecretly be by the 
Spanish garrisons and a numerous band at Castro ready to join 
him; be was therefore outlawed in &magna, Ferrara, Mantua 
and the Venetian states, and ultimately driven skulking from 
numerous blood-hunters into the territory of Placentia. After 
various adventures he joined Marco Sciarra and with a oom
bined force of a thousand men "Was defeated in the Campagna 
of &me; again by the Tuscan troops; and finally, by the efforts 
of Ferdinand and the Duke of Ferrara, he was taken and banged 
at Florence in 1691 *· 
Notwi~tanding the capture of his English com ships to the 

value of 1,000,000 of gold, Ferdinand supplied bread not only 
to his own subjects, but the pope's, and even to those of Philip 
who had captured them ; all of which gained him gieat and 
deserved praise in Italy besides a home reputation, which· in
creased on the birth of his eldest son when he had the good taste 
and feeling to spend in beneficence those sums that on such 
occasions had been usually wasted in festivities; and by this ex
ample he restrained the open display of luxurious living before 
the eyes of a people in want of the common necessaries of life. 
After a reign of much good and much evil the ferocious Sixtus 
died on the tweilty-seventh of August 1590. He had imposed 
no less than thirty-five . new taxes, "those nettles," · says 
Murawri, " that are never deracinated," and left a name behind 
him which even in that author's day served'the motherS and 
nurses of &me as a bugbear to frighten· their children into 
good behaviour. Urban VII. Gregory XIV. Innocent IX. and 

• Galluzzi, Lib. v., cap. ii. and iii.-Mmatori, Amlali, Anno 1590, &1!'. 
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Clement VIII. succeeded each other in less thail eigliteen 
months : the last was Ippolito, son of Salvestro Aldobrandini 
who retired from Florence after the fall of the republic : he 
was close, serious, and severe ; and resolved if possible to quiet 
France without ceding a jot to the Huguenots or their king in 
religion, or to the French bishops on the jurisdiction of the 
Holy See*. 

Four years of famine had in 1591 reduced all Italy to a 
state of misery more or less lamentable and in some places 
beyond all belief distressing : sixty thousand people, 
a thing scarcely credible, are said to have been starved A.D. 1591• 

to death in Rome alone during that melancholy period I Tuscany 
by Ferdinand's exertions suffered least but still was terribly 
distressed, and in other states it would seem as if Beccaria's 
dogma had been purposely reversed, and the least good of the 
greatest number taken as a rule of government : the eyes of 
princes in those days were too highly elevated to regard the 
people in any light but as objects for'taxation, war, and punish
ment. It was during this general distress that to check the 
progress of Savoy in Provence Ferdinand persuaded one 
Bauust to deliver the island of Iff, near Marseilles, into 
his hands; this he immediately strengthened declaring that 
it was held in the Grand Duchess Christina's name, whose 
family had claims on Provence, but only in trust for the legi
timate and Catholic monarch of France whenever he should 
appear. The republic of Marseilles acquiesced in this, but the. 
Duke of Savoy in extreme indignation flew to Spain for the 
purpose of conferring with Philip, whose suspected wish of 
placing him on the French throne had already disturbed the 
League. The battle of Ivryon th~ fourteenth of March 1590, 

MS. in the author's ~on, beau· 
tifolly written, (probably in the eha
neter of that day) richly bound, with 
the Aldobi'Uidioi anna •tamped on it 
in gold. 



358 I'J.OBEMTINE MBTOBY. [aoo&w. 

coupled with other warlike events gave a general result favour
able to Henry IV. who probably would have taken some steps, 
even at that early period, to rejoin the Chlll'Ch bad be not · 
been provoked by the violence of Gregory XIV. and the more 
efficient aid both in men and money with which that pontiff 
seconded the League in 11)91 *· The spiritual and temporal 
interests of Rome, like the Siamese twins, though apparently 

separate were so cunningly united, that a very difficult 
.4..D. UD!. • aJ.o uld di 'd th ' th ' d operation ne co VI e em even m e mm 
of her most conscientious disciples, but their identity was 
complete in the infallibility of papal conception. It is there
fore averred 1mder correction; that Clement VIII. was sincerely 
desirous of composing the troubles of France : his secret in
structions to the legate Philip Sega commonly called the Car
dinal of Piacenza, were to throw every impediment in the way 
of negotiation between the two parties at the general assembly 
at Paris in 1693 on the subject of Henry's conversion, unless 
convinced of its sinr.erity: the pontiff himself was far from 
convinced, on the contrary he considered it a mere scheme to 
get the crown and then to annihilate the Catholic religion in 
France. The legate was also ordered not to vex the Catholic 
followers of Navarre, but endeavour to seduce the Cardinal of 
Bourbon from his side without creating a third party ; and 
above all to crush the rising opinion that the French clergy 
could absolve a heretic without permission from Rome. AIJ.y 

.king, this envoy was instructed, might be chosen in preference 
to Henry provided he were a good Catholic ; and the Duke of 
Maine received notice that he was welcome to the crown if he 
could get it, but that he must not impede others who had 
more chance from being proposed and seconded by Spain 
and the French nation. Philip in fact desired to marry 
his daughter the Infanta Clara to the Archduke Ernest of 
Austria or a prince of the house of Guise, and place her on 

* Muratorl, Annall, Anni 1.590-91-92. 
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the throne of France; but Clement objected to this on account 
of tbe Salique law which if not written was in the mouth he 
said, of every French infant. Feria the Spanish ambas811dor 
also mentioned the Duke of Guise, which appeared the most 
appropriate choice, and Maine intrigued for himself alone. 
The Cardinal of Placentia was a1eo secretly instruc!M to dissolve 
the assembly, although conYoked at Clement's own suggestion, 
if anythiDg occurred likely to be dangerous to their party ; for 
from first to last this pontiff seems to have placed little faith in 
Henry's religious sincerity, and hence all his subsequent obsti· 
nacy and alarm for the fate of religion in France*· 

The subtle, weak, and insidious politics of Spain kept all 
that were not her friends or slaves in a feverish anxiety, because 
neither force nor treachery were neglected if the oocasion 
suited and time served, and the conduct of royal cabinets was 
then justified in as eloquent and plausible audacity as in our 
own day. To watch this and the general current of foreign 
policy Ferdinand, with Belisario Vinta's aid and that of the 
secret council, almost entirely applied himself: Pietro U sim· 
bardi Bishop of Arezzo who was well skilled in every wile of 
Roman policy ; his brother who had fOrmerly govemed Siena 
as Captain of Justice; and the Archbishop of Pisa, all belonged 
to this council. The seoond Usimbardi was minister of justice 
and the reputed suggester of Ferdinand's best plans ~ amelio
rate the people's condition and improve the country. Four 
years of famine had drained Tuscany of more than ~.ooo,ooo 
of gold to pay for com in England. and Dantzio, without very 
materially alleviating the distress in many parts of the state, and 
this accordingly showed itself in turbulence em.igratiDn disease 
and death. Ferdinand endeavoured by employment to mitigate 
suffering, and partially sucoeeded by his attempts at desiccation 
in the Val-di-Chiana and Maremma besides his general en· 
oouragement of agriculture, in which both prince and private 

• Lettere dal CardiDalo Aldobnodinl a1 Cardirlalo Lepto di Piacema, :MS. 

o'""'""byGoogle 



360 

gentlemen expended considerable 8UJD8. Several districts, such 
88 Fucceehio, parts of the V al-di-Chlana, and some spots in the 
vicinity of Pistoia were restored to health population and in
dustry : much was left undone but much was accomplished for 
humAnity ; and for such doings the Medici deserve well of 
their country. The Pisan aqueduct was completed about this 
period ; great and successful though secret encouragement was 
given to make the Dutch and English settle at Leghorn, and 
that city rose in the world's notice 88 one of the most convenient 
and profitable markets in Europe. 

The Grand Duke's great difficulty was to disengage himself 
from Spain and openly assist Henry to the throne of France : 
Clem~nt VIII. although devoted to the League was both fearful 
and suspicious of Philip, who had been trying to embroil him 
with every independent prince in Italy. The latter first d~ 
manded that all Henry's adherents should be excommunicated; 
which was for the moment refused on the plea of its inutility ; 
church censure the pope argued would fall pointless and only 
debilitate when not prudently given, like medicine, with the 
prospect of good effects. The next demand was that none of the 
house of Bourbon should be acknowledged as King of France, 
and this was refused because of the difficulty of forming pro
cesses against each individual, besides its general injustice. The 
third was that the Duke of Maine should be warned not to 
aspire so high as the French throne : which was refused 
because he was a good Catholic and as forwarding Henry's 
views. A request was next made tllat the papal ministers 
should be i.nstmcted to act entirely with Spain. To this 
Clement answered that in every case where Spanish views 
were directed to public good there would be no lack of concert. 
Finally the pontift'was invited to declare himself on the claims 
of the Infanta to the French throne, and this he instandy did 
by repeating that her rights were a chimera, for Salique law was 
written on the heart of Frenchmen, and their very infants had it 
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in their mouths. The ambitious views of Spain were thus dis
covered as the mask of sanctity fell, for if Maine and all the 
Bourbons had been once excluded and the League unsettled, it 
would not have been improbable that with Philip's power and in
fluence the crown might eventually fall on the Infanta, especially 
as Clement promised that should any chance arise for her without 
danger to the religion and kingdom of France, his legate had 
instructions to act energetically with the Spanish ministers*· 
By all this it appears that Clement saw clearly enough through 
Philip's designs and was himself anxious for a speedy pacifica
tion on account of religion and revenue, yet temporized with 
him because his aid was necessary : but in this we have a little 
anticipated our narrative. 

Philip now resolved to bring Ferdinand to a declaration of 
his opinions by demanding, possession of Iff, which would test 
his positive and public denial of partiality for Henry of 
Navarre: but .the Grand Duke had no sort of scruple in re
peating his denial, or of retaining Iff in deposit, as he said, by a 
compact with the governor for the legitimate King of France. 
The dismissal of the Florentine ambassador and open hostility 
were Philip's first impulse, but the fear of an Italian war, which 
would have been playing Henry's game, checked this, and a con
tinuance of harassing and expensive alarms, empty threats, and 
menaoed invasions, was with safer policy adopted. The Pruitlj 
were therefore reenforced, Grosseto threatened, fresh levies made 
in Naples and Milan, the Admiral Doria was ordered to attack 
1ft' and capture the Tuscan galleys, and strong symptoms were 
exhibited of making a permanent conquest of Provence as a 
step to the complete subjugation of Italy. These were all 
hollow, but Ferdinand made use of them to alarm the pope and 
Venice, and they soon vanished before the SUCC688es of the 
Dutch in Flanders and the consequent retreat of the Prince of 

• Lettere in Cifre dal Card•. P • .AldobiUldiDi al Card•. di Piacenza, May 14, 
1593, MS. 
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Parma from the French territory. Don Pietro was also insti· 
gated to join in this hostility to Ferdinand who bad given 
him some cause for dissatismction, and he did so effectually 
by claiming a moiety of the hereditary Medician property ; 
this was instantly snatched up as a state affair by the Spanish 
cabinet, who sent him to .Milan as general of the Italian 
infantry with orders to make reprisals on Tuscany and entitle 
himself Duke of Siena. These proceedings were soon made 
known by the Grand Duke's spies and forced him to a closer 
alliance with France, for which the arrival of Cardinal Gondi 
Bishop of Paris on a mission from Henry to Clement VIII. 
gave him fair oooasion. The Sptmish movements and deter
mination of the League to elect a king made all sides pause, and 
Henry took advantage of this to throw out hopes of his conver
sion by sending Cardinal Gondi to explore the pope's mind, and 
Girolamo Gondi as a secret agent to Ferdinand. The legate 
at Paris had instructions from Clement VIII. " to counteract 
by 6VW1J m84m in hil pcYWter any atUmpt at p~ace or tncce NtuleM 
the LeafPU atul Henry of NtJmrre a dtmgwotU to the Oatlwlio 
religion. and the realm of Frtulee ;"and the king himself complains 
in his instructions to Gondi that all his own efforts bad failed to 
accomplish it; wherefore he sends that Cardinal to vindicate his 
conduct and put his friends in possession of ihe truth*. Clement 
on hearing of Cardinal Gondi's having demanded passports 
from Savoy intimated that if he came as a good cardinal to per
form his duties at Rome he should be welcome, and there would 
be no occasion for any passports ; but as the envoy of Henry 
of Navarre and his heretics all the passports in Christendom 
would be useless. According to Galluzzi this pontiff secretly 
detested the Spaniards, and was even ashamed of being chaplain 
to their king though obliged to him for the pontificate : he 
was. therefore supposed to be desirous of a fair opportunity to 

* "Lettere in Cifre," &.ca, Lettera, Oondi, cited b7 Galluzzi, Lib. v., 
25 Luglio, 1592.-Letter to Cardinal cap. iv. 
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shake off his dependance with decorum, but Ferdinand under
took to ascertain his real sentiments for Henry through the Car
dinal of Toledo who equally detested them, and was moreover a 
confidant of the pope, a jesuit, and a pensioner of the Grand Duke. 
Yet according to Muratori heaeted from pure religious motives. 
With Gondi the pope kept no terms, and even while a guest at 
the Medici Palace he was warned not to pass within the 
ecclesiastical border: this forced him towards Venice whence 
he maintained a secret correspondence with Ferdinand, and the 
latter with Henry by means of Girolamo the farmer-general, 
through whom funds were secretly supplied to that monarch. 
Ferdinand had repeatedly urged on Henry the absolute necessity 
of changing his religion as a means of suecess, and now pressed 
it more than ever, accompanied by a threat of accommodating 
matters with Spain if before a certain time some sure sign of his 
intentions were not published, because any delay would con
firm the pontiff's indecision until every prospect of reconcilia
tion had vanished. Henry &881U'ed him in an autograph letter 
from Mantes· in Aprill6DS that he would read his 
recantation two months after the Duke of Lorrain A.D. 1583• 

had made peace with him on just conditions but for this he had 
need of both men and money; wherefore he gladly accepted four 
thousand Swiss offered him by Ferdinand together with the pay 
of a thousand more, and requested a fmther loan of 200,000 
crowns, by which means he expected shortly to reduce Paris 
and some other places, besides being enabled to get rid of 
several about the court who impeded his good intentions. The 
Grand Duke pleased with this avowal deterinined to smooth 
the way for him at Rome, and by means of the Cardinal of 
Toledo's dissimulation and Spanish antipathies to withdraw the 
uncertain pontiff from Philip's hands, for the Dll\iority of car
dinals was composed of his own adherents. This prelate seems 
to have succeeded in eliciting Clement's secret feelings about 
a reconciliation, and these were said to be strong in favour of 
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receiving Henry ; but neither the immediate result nor the 
legate's secret instructions justify this belief, for most of the 
letters to the latter expreBBly except the King of Navarre as 
successor to the throne, in the belief that his conversion could 
not possibly be sincere and therefore that he would ultimately 
betray the Church; and the pope moreover as late as June was 
hastening the succour of a thousand men under Ridolfo Baglione 
to the League at Paris*· 

Toledo's report was forwarded by Ferdinand with more 
urgent solicitations to Henry about changing his creed, and 
also the announcement of twenty thousand men being assem
bled at Milan which, unleSB some decided step were taken by 
him, would compel the Grand Duke for his personal .safety to 
reooncile himself with Philip and leave the king to his own 
resources. This remonstrance accompanied with some pecu
niary aid had probably its· effect, although Henry was much 
more inclined to conquer first and recant afterwards lest it 
should appear that temporal considerations alone were his mo
tives of action. But the critical moment was come; the general 
assembly under the League's protection was about to name a 
king, and the excited candidates were anxiously awaiting the 
result, when the Spanish ambassador audaciously proposed the 
Infanta Isabella, and filled the whole assembly with indignation. 
Meanwhile Henry had convoked the Catholic prelates to discuss 
their faith, bad received their instructions, informed the pope of 
all his proceedings through the Grand Duke of Tuscany and 
Cardinal d' Ossat, and finally renounced his heretical opinions in 
the cathedral of Saint Denis on the twenty-fifth of July 1593. 
He immediately wrote to inform Ferdinand of the event, ac
knowledging him as one of the principal means of his conver
sion ; yet as the latter used no theological arguments in the 
matter putting it entirely on the score of policy, we may fairly 

• Muratori, Annali, Anni 1592-3, brandlal al Legato a Parigl, MS., 
&:c•.-Lettere &c", dal Card•. Aldo- pauim. 
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suppose that Clement VIII. wa8 not far wrong in his esti
mate of Henry's sincerity. The solemn mockery in Saint 
Denis was unworthy of him : justifiable in conforming to the 
outward rites of the prevalent religion for the sake of a nation's 
peace ; unjustifiable in uttering what all the world believed to 
be a solemn falsehood, by declaring before God that he 
heartily repented the past errors of his religious belief; that 
he abjured and detested them ; when every soul was convinced 
he had changed from expediency alone principally under the 
influence of his friend and minister Sully. 

The progress of Turkey on the imperial frontier had during 
these transactions become alarming and drew the attention of 
all Europe ; succour was demanded from Italy with but little 
effect through fear of Spanish ambition : the Emperor Ro
dolph II. was weak and indolent, but guided principally by his 
prime minister, and influenced perhaps by the Grand Duke's 
more secret counsel, he had gradually emancipated himself from 
Spanish tutelage, openly advocated the cause of Henry at Rome, 
even allowed that monarch's armies to be recruited by German 
Protestants, and in return for pecuniary succours, promised 
Ferdinand the imperial fief of Piombino if it fell as was ex
pected to the empire. The latter after an unsuccess-
ful ite b Italian . . th A.D. laiN. attempt to um t e prmces agamst e 
Turks sent two thousand four hundred men on his own account 
under Giovanni de' Medici, accompanied by Don Antonio and 
four hundred Tuscan gentlemen as volunteers to fight the 
infidels. Virginio Orsini soon after joined them with an equal 
number, so that from the house of Medici alone three thousand 
two hundred men were sent free of expense to the Turkish war. 
The League against Henry IV. now began to crumble, although 
Clement still held back in despite of all the persuasions of the 
Cardinal of Toledo and Ferdinand, who at last hinted that the 
French, irritated and impatient at his perverseness, were likely 
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to throw off all spiritual olledience and elect. a patriarch of 
their own*· 

The pope's nephews had been bribed by Philip, but not 
equally, and Cardinal Aldobrandini believing himself under
valued was chosen to work on his uncle in favour of Henry from 
whom Ferdinand and Toledo led him to expect more favourable 
treatment: these intrigues were successful, and as a preliminary 
step Cardinal Gondi received permission oo finish his journey 
and repair oo Rome. t The pride and arrogance of popes 
had mounted high, and even the cardinals especially when 
related oo the pontiff, were no less haughty ; like the ancient 
proconsuls they deemed themselves the equals and protectors 
of princes and assumed a lofty state and almost military de
meanour inconsiatent with the legitimate character of the priest. 
hood. Amongst these the Cardinal of Saint George another 
nephew of Clement VIII. formed a debating society in his 
palace at Rome, where all the public affairs of the European 
states were disoussed and criticised : this at least was its osten
sible oooupation, but the prooeedings were not confined to mere 
words and opinions, for from this club, supported by Spanish 
influence and intrigue, issued as is said the suoeessive mandates 
to murder Henry IV.; first by Barriere, of which the king had 
notice from a Florentine monk oalled Serafino Bianchi who in 
common with all his countrymen was singularly attached to 
him; but he so deeply incurred the displeasure of the &man 
Inquisition for this ungrateful service that all Ferdinand's in
fluence became necessary to save him !· The next attempt at 
the instigation of Spanish ministers and Jesuits was by Pierre 
Chatel who wounded Henry in the mouth, and its consequence 
was a general expulsion of that order from France amidst uni
versal indignation at their conduct. Ferdinand complained 

• Diacono eli Coeimo Baroncelli, MS. 
-Galluzzi, Ub. v., cap. v., p. 147.
Lettree d'Ouat a Mona•. do Villerol, 
vol, i., p. 20, Ed. 1627, 

t Ibid., p. 26, Lettere au Roy. 
: Galluzzi, Lib. v., cap. v. - Lettree 
d'Ouat, voL i., p. 359, Lettre l.uxiti. 
a Villeroi. 
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strongly of the Spanish ambassador who immediately alter the 
news of this event had become public, went to the Jesuits' con
vent and remained there several hours deeparehing couriers, and 
openly declaring that although Henry had escaped this time 
he would not again be 80 fortunate for there were too many 
already prepared to make similar attempts. The frank fearless 
and generous nature of Henry IV. laid him peculiarly open to 
such perils and Ferdinand had already warned him of his 
danger, especially against one Zanetto a Savoyard and favourite 
companion in his pastimes who had been active in the cause of 
the League. All France felt 80 indignant at these attempts 
that it became a national question whether the validity of 
Henry's oonversion should not be at once acknowledged without 
further regard to the pope : the star of Bourbon was in the as
cendant, Paris had received him with acclamations ; the Duke 
of Guise and other chiefs of the League had submitted ; the 
royal army was augmented ; the war with Spain hitherto merely 
defensive now began to roll the other way, and Henry's cha
racter became better known and more generally appreciated*· 
Mayenne and the Spaniards were still in arms; war was formally 
declared against the latter in January 1695; and this 
state of French affairs, the progress of the Turkish A.D. 1695' 

army, the fears and demands of the emperor; and lastly the 
unrelaxing efforts of Ferdinand, finally overcame Clement's 
obstinacy wherefore an ambassador was sent to reconcile Philip 
with France and acknowledge Henry's title. The latter after 
80medoubtdespatchedasecond ambassador to Rome under Ferdi
nand's auspices, and by their joint energy coupled with Toledo's 
efforts, every Spanish intrigue was baffied and Henry formally 
reconciled with the Church of Rome to the great satisfaction 
of all sensible and well-disposed people. 

The internal government of Tuscany was during these trans
actions directed almost exclusively and with great regularity by 

• Lettrea d'o.&t au Roy, vol. ii., p. 26. 

o," "'ed by Coogle 



368 FLORENTINE mSTOBY,· 

Usimbardi, though the frontier was continually disturbed by 
Spanish intrigues ; squabbles and affrays repeatedly occurred, 
but Cosimo's militia system was so well maintained that nothing 
serious could easily happen, and Leghorn prospered principally 
through the Dutch and Euglish traders and settlers there ; for 
at that port alone in the catholic world were they received 
without abhorrence : thence probably the great intercourse be
tween England and Italy, and that universal study of Italian 
literature which marked the age of Elizabeth and James, and 
nourished the vigorous spirit of their day. Long-continued 
scarcity established an almost permanent and very lucrative 
trade in com with England Holland Lubec and Dantzic, for 
self-interest dissolves prejudice making nations regard · each 
other through a clearer medium by which both bad and good 
qualities are seen in their natural colouring. Leaving intelnal 
government much in the hands of ministers, Ferdinand's 
energies were almost exclusively directed to the consolidation 
of Henry's power as a counterpoise to Spain, now more provoked 
by his reconciliation with the Church, and especially with the 
Grand Duke's part in effecting it : Philip soon began to believe 
in a confederacy between Venice Rome and Tuscany, and 
prepared for the consequences. Cardinal Albert of Austria 
resided permanently at Genoa whence he maintained a constant 
communication with the Dukes of Sessa and Savoy, and also 
with Prince Doria who commanded the Spanish fleet : an· this 
coupled with Fuentes' success against Henry in Flanders con
vinced every mind that the tide of war was either about to roll 
into Italy, or stop and overflow Provence, one great object of 
Philip's ambition. Dissensions existed amongst the French 
generals ; Casau the tyrant Consul of Marseilles was trying to 
confirm his power by means of Spain, and had even introduced a 
Spanish garrison into the new fortress built by him at the sug
gestion of Ferdinand as an additional defence against Savoy : 
the governor of Iff was an obstacle to this, and therefore soon 
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became an euemy, so that open hoetility was the consequence. 
Henry's reconciliation with Rome was studiously concealed from 
the citizens and any words in his praise were punished with 
death : a peace with Savoy by the cession of Salozzo, and 
Marseilles in possession of Spain would have cut off Frii.Ilee by 
sea and land from Italy, wherefore Ferdinand despatched Gondi 
and 800,000 crowns to Henry with instructions to call his 
attention to Provence and penuade him not to relinquish Sa
lozzo to the Duke of Savoy. Anxious at the same moment to 
deceive Spain of whose designs he was perfectly informed, he 
poured out a stream of political falsities to the Cardinal Albert, 
repeating as he had constantly done that no prince in Italy 
was more devoted to Philip's glory and interest than he; and 
that notwithstanding his wishes, as a devout Catholic, for the 
King of Navarre's convenion, still he could only detest a nation 
that had uniformly opposed his father by attacking both throne 
and life : that his actions and sentiments had moreover been 
misrepresented by the Duke of Savoy and Philip's ministen, 
but that he required no other advocate than Cardinal AlbeR 
himself ! These, with many other falsehoods, were poured forth 
so abundantly that even the cunning incredulity of Spain was 
startled and somewhat shaken. The efforts of Casau to take Iff 
made Ferdinand send a ·messenger of peace in the name of 
the Grand Duchess, but her letter was insulted and he narrowly 
escaped, wherefore other ways were considered. Negotiations 
required time, war uncertain even were the king in a condi
tion to besiege Maneilles ; so the hereditary resource of a 
Medici on every emergency was speedily adopted, and the death 
of Casau, the only tlring required to smooth all difficulties, 
at once decided. The Cavaliere Peseiolini backed by abund· 
ance of gold and murderers, was charged with the execution of 
this. deed ; he was credited to the young Duke of Guise who 
commanded Henry's forces in the vicinity of Marseilles where 
Philip had already sent three thousand men and twelve galleys 
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under Carlo Doria who ooeupied part of the works and 
guarded the harbour. Assassination, as was then argued, 
although generally indefensible yet used in such a cause 
against such a tyrant became, not only excusable and expe
dient, but just and lawful : it was certainly merciful at that 
moment, and perhaps if closely examined might form one of 
the justifiable exceptions which attend all general rules : but the 
principle of 8S8888ination is too horrible and dangerous ever to 
admit beforehand of exceptions, though the deed, from peculiar 
circumstances might haply be excused and even applauded 
afterwards. A Corsican called Pietro di Libert& a man trusted 
by Casau but discontented, was tempted by 100,000 crowns to 
murder his friend and commander. It was further settled 
that early in the morning of the sixteenth February 1596, 

Guise was to approach the city gate of which Pietro 
A.D. l&96. and his brothers had charge, while a false tumult was 
to be made within, and when Casau ran to the spot as was 
expected he was to be despatched. The plan succeeded, 
and the Consul found himself suddenly inclosed between the 
inner and outer gate a prisoner in the hands of traitors. Pietro 
abruptly addressing him exclaimed " Comrad8, these proceed· 
" ings can no longer be borne; we must cry Long live tlu King 
" and down with tlu Spaniards." This speech and plunging 
his sword into the Consul's breast were nearly simultaneous 
and Pietro's brothers completed the murder, but Casau only 
exclaimed "Ah comrad8 I never e:zpected tkiB from you! " 
Signal guns were then fired, and Guise in a few moments 
occupied the gate with thirteen hundred men ; the whole 
population shouted for Henry, and the Spaniards were expelled 
ere they had sufficient time to take possession. The treach,Jlry 
in this instance was for Henry IV., and would have gained 
Marseilles without the murder, which was pe.rhaps more in 
revenge for the recent insult to the Grand Duchess whose 
letter had been tom and trampled on by the haplees Consul. 
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The Spaniards reiimba.rked in a panic their galleys receiv· 
ing some shot from the fort of Iff as they passed, which occa
sioned more trouble with Spain and displeased Ferdinand, 
who promptly excused it to both Doria and Philip, yet knew the 
latter too well to expect anything but dissimulation in return. 
Fearing an attack on Iff, which would force him to an open 
declaration either for France or Spain, he consulted Villeroi 
who endeavoured to convince him that the cause of Italy must 
be fought in the camp of Henry wherefore all succours should 
be directed there as the fate of every Italian prince 'WB8 tied 
to his chariot-wheels. Ferdinand was a priest and diplomatist, 
not a general ~ he could not comprehend in its full extent the 
force of Henry's military genius, supported as it was by such a 
statesman and financier as Sully, therefore made many useless 
remonstrances abont the application of what funds he had sup
plied, as well as other reproofs of Henry's conduct both as 
king and general. But however just might have been Ville· 
roi's arguments, Ferdinand had now become too fearful of 
Spain to continue his succours from Tuscany, and Don Pietro's 
presence at Rome increased his apprehensions. This monster 
had become too infamous for Spanish depravity, unscrupulous 
as it was, to make use of with impunity : he had been driven 
.from Madrid by outraged public feeling and the indignation 
-even of a Philip II. for having established a school of the most 
unnatural and disgusting licentiousness! His very pages were 
arrested while standing behind his carriage, and given up to jus
tice with his companions, and he himself would have hardly 
escaped had not the King still required his services against 
Ferdinand. • A state of continual agitation arising from these 
vexations exhausted the Grand Duke's patience and increased 
his desire for peace, wherefore Alessandro de' Medici Arch· 
bishop of Florence was employed on this mission, and with 
some expectation of succeeding in consequence of the Sultan's 
progress; for when monarchs become tired of war utions ·are 
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allowed to repose : yet like wild beasts they permit themselves 
to be again roused at the keeper's voice and once more begin 
.to display the savage grandeur of their nature I 

Ferdinand's efforts had been very instrumental in enthroning 
Henry IV. so fi.rmly as not to be easily shaken by 

• A.D. u97' Spanish hostility; but unable to estimate all that 
monarch's diffi.culties, and apparently incapable of seizing the 
t.rue point of view in which the combined interests of France 
and Italy were to be regarded, he felt mortifi.ed at the 
Bourbon's not allowing himself to be entirely directed by his 
pen after all pecuniary aid had been discontinued, and seemed 
utterly blind to the fact, that in existing circUD18tances the fate 
of France and Henry must have carried with it that of all 
Italy from Calabria to the Alps. It was under this disagree
able feeling that he resolved to attempt a reconciliation with 
Spain which if unsuccessful would at least alarm France ; and 
in common with the other cardinals (for he was still a priest at 
heart) complained that Henry neglected them for military 
men. becanse he took but little pains to form a French party 
at Rome. The bold straightforward soldier and the politic 
and priestly Medici were not really congenial spirits, only 
united by circumstances; wherefore Ferdinand resolved to 
make any concessions to Philip short of surrendering 1ft', or a 
loan ofmoney, but was rebuffed at all points with .a demeanour 
so haughty that only the cession of that fortress seemed likely 
to unbend it. By the terms of occupation Ferdinand had bound 
himself to relinquish Iff to the legitimate king of France, bu.t 
the Marseilles people considered a Florentine garrison at their 
harbour's mouth both degrading and suspicious, wherefore secret 
measures were taken to dislodge them. The Grand Duke how
ever was not disposed to relinquish a post of such importanoe, 
his only seourity for all the loans he had made to Henry: 
it was a cheek on Provence, it bridled the port of Marseilles, 
and served as a harbour of refuge for the Tuscan trade to F~ce 
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and Spain : a handful of men could defend it against multitudes, 
and it commanded two small but safe harbours in the adjacent 
isles of Ratonneau and Pomegues, rapable of holding forty and 
eighteen galleys respectively. Every vessel bound to Mar
aeilles passed under its guns ; those of great burden being 
even obliged to discharge part of their cargo there befure they 
could ·enter that port; and it also commanded the fishery*. All 
1hese reasons made Ferdinand bold this conquest equally firm 
against treaehery and open force, with both of which he had to 
contend, and Iff was therefore successfully maintained by 
Giovanni de' Medici his natural brother. This disturbed the 
good understanding with France while it softened Philip't 
asperity, and thus excited hopes of a marriage between the 
Prince88 Maria de' Medici and the Prince of Spain; but the 
Grand Duke's resolution in retaining Iff as a pledge for his 
loans made Henry feel hurt and even insulted, so that nothing 
bot policy prevented an open· rupture. The death of Alphonso 
last dnke of Ferrara made Ferdinand regret this quarrel : that 
prince had asked the pontiff's permission to dispose of his 
duchy as he pleased : this had been refused and was not unrea
sonably taken by the pope as a proof that Alphonso doubted 
Don C~eS&.r's legitimacy, then a disputed point ; neverthe
less, the latter quietly succeeded, both by Alphonso's will and 
alleged hereditary right. Clement's ambition and vanity were 
aroused, he declared Don ClllS&r illegitimate and notwithstand
ing every remonstrance claimed Ferrara as an ecclesiastical 
fief. More than six thousand men were soon assembled by Cle
ment, and not only Romans of every rank and position but 
Italians and strangers seemed eager to assist in expelling 
an unoffending prince whose only failing was a slight doubt 
in the world's opinion of his father's legitimacy! If we may 
believe Galluzzi even Henry of France joined in this league 
on purpose to annoy Ferdinand: according to the Cardinal 

• Lettree d'Ouat, vol: ii., p. 4961 I.e'- curii., au Roy. 
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d' Osaat be certainly · offered his aid to Clement whose right wa& 

generally acknowledged at Rome ; neither did he seem unwilling 
to derive some profit from the transaction, and would no doubt 
have sent aaeistance if Don Cmsar, thus baited and ex communi· 
cated, bad not yielded to circumstances*· This transaction 
reflects no credit on Henry, more especially as the house of 
Este bad ever been warm partisans of the crown of France : 
even Ferdinand had neither the spirit nor generosity to take a 
decided position in favour of his kinsman, but in a true jesuit
ical strain declared that lonng Don ClllS&l' and desiring the 
exaltation of the church he would preserve a strict neutrality: 
Venice, Spain, and the Italian princee although a.ll against 
church aggrandizement, and Ferdinand along with them, looked 
silently on through fear of war in Italy t. · Don C&l88.r vainly 
prepared to resist, for the excommunication alone had paralysed 
him! War wae pompouely declared from the Vatican on the 
22nd of December 1697; the pope and cardinals caet their 
lighted torches on the ground ; the cannon of Saint Angelo 

roared, and the shouts of the Roman people answered 
A.D. 1598' them ! Ferdinand a.llowed this sentence to be pub
lished in Tuecany ; Don Cmsar retired to his duchy of Reggio 
and Modena ; the papal army, led by Cardinal Pietro Ald.o
brandini, entered Ferrara in triumph; and Clement subse
quently took possession of hie new state with a alight remission 
of taxes and an ostentatious supply of victuals!· The popu· 
lation of that city, amounting to ten thousand Christians and 
five thousand Jews, did not regret this change, for over-taxation 
had weaned them from Alphonso and they hoped for better 
timee ·under the church ; yet the grass now growing in the 
streets of that once populous capital is a melancholy comment 
on eceleeiastieal government I Clement VIII. was so elated 

• Lettrea d'OII&t, vol i., p. 454, Letten Roi et Villeroi. 
to the King and Villeroi. :): Muratori,Annali.-Lettread'O-t, 
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by this success that his two abettors the Spanish ambas
sador and Doria, now worked on his vanity so as to make 
him aspire even to the conquest of Tuscany. The 6nt 
wanted money the last a scarlet hat for his son, and the 
resources of Spain were unscrupulously used for both : the 
grand duchy was divided by them into three shares, of which 
the church was to have one, the Aldobrandini another, and 
Spain the third : all this was arraoged at Rome, while the 
pope's military triumph served as an excuse for. still maintain
ing his army. He however had not the courage to declare his 
intentions, and Philip II. now old and suffering was more dis
posed to leave his weak and indolent successor a tranquil herit
age than the task of disentangling the web of a difficult war. 

FerdiuaDd being aware of this conspiracy made vigorous 
preparations for defence : his ambassador remonstrated, and the 
p9pe with his hand on his heart solemnly avowed that on uo 
111e00unt would be molest TuscanY., being too much attached to 
the Grand Duke for benefits received in a private station to 
undertake anything prejudicial against him, but on the contrary 
would rather defend him with all the ecclesiastical power; and 
while thus lying, his envoys were actually busy at Madrid urging 
Philip not to lose so fair an occasion of conquering Tuscany* I 
Ossat Bishop of Rennes, who at this moment was on a mission 
from Henry to the Grand Duke, asserts not only his disbelief in 
Clement's intentions of making war on Tuscany, but also his 
opinion that no real credit to them was given by Ferdinand 
himself, who conscious that the retention of Iff had weakened 
his claims only took that opportunity to prove Henry's sin· 
cerity in time of need and have an excuse for demanding 
instant repayment of his loans, besides getting himself in
eluded a,s a French ally in the approaching peace with Spain t. 
Bot whatever might have been Ferdinand's real views or belief 

• Galluzzi, Lib. v., e&Jl. vii., 1> · 201. 
t Lettrea d'Oaat, Lett.era cuiii. and cxui., cxxxv., vol. i., pp. 487-504-012. 
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he certainly demanded and was promised suooours from Henry, 
who moreover assured Clement that he would defend Tuscany 
against the world, but hoped not to be forced into hostilities 
with &he Holy See, yet if necessary he would in person march 
to Ferdinand's assistance. The approaching death of Philip 
together with this reconciliation made both monarchs regard 
TUIIC&DY with a more friendly eye and engage to include her 
as a common ally in the treaty of V errine, while the sUCceBII 
of Ossat's miaaion for the restoration of Iff completely eatisfied 
Henry*. 

The peace of Venina, concluded in May HiQ8 terminated 
forty years of calamity in France, and left all Europe languid 
and exhausted : Spain saw her king on the edge of the grave, 
her treasury drained, her commerce almost ruined, her pro
nnces lost or depopulated, her industry expiring, her people 
crushed by taxation, and a young monarch without energy talent 
or character waiting to take the reins of government. France 
required all Henry's vigour, all Sully's prudence, to restore 
even comparative pi'08perity; and the sovereign's want of chil
dren was an additional calamity, as it nourished ambition in the 
great feudal nobility. Henry's powerful hand repressed them, 
but he could not live for ever and a storm of forty years was 
not easily tranquillized. England and Holland were prosper
ous ; Elizabeth had kept the former powerful, but her approach
ip.g death alarmed that nation : the commerce of both these' 
countries was rapidly augmenting and establishing itself on o.· 
fjrm basis ; increasiBg wealth was awakening a new spirit of 
enterprise accompanied by all that vigour which commonly pre
oedes ex~~ve luxury and refinement. In Italy both Milan 
and Naples suffered from Spanish oppression and -Spanish 
want, in the 111ost intense degree : Venice was constantly 
flurried by Turkish aggressions ; Genoa, devoted to France, was 
coerced and fleeced by Spain ; Clement was half ruined by the 

* Lettrea d'OauJ, vol. i., pp. 492-506. _ 
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oonqueet of Ferrara and his own nephew's rapacity, and every 
Italian prince was indignant with Henry IV. for ceding to the 
wily Duke of Savoy his only eDtrance into Italy, the marquisate 
of Saluzzo. Tuscany alone seems at this time to baTe been 
exempt from the general suffering, for excepting the Levant 
trade she abeorbecl almost all the Italian commerce : at Leg
hom were collected as on neutral ground, the ships of various 
conflicting nations in commercial freedom and general harmony, 
with common rights and privilt!gee for every country and eTery 
religion. Here English, Spanish. Dutch, French, Portuguese, 
and Jews were peacefully congregated in mercantile industry, 
enriching and benefiting each other and smoothing all religious 
and national asperities: the Jews in partieula.r, driven from 
Spain and Portugal by the darkest bigotry repaid Tuacan 
liberality by wealth and commercial enterprise ; the persecuted 
from every country fled to this asylum, which like the Hebrew 
cities of refuge gave a home, and peace, and shelter, to the 
world's unfortunate; yet the galleys of San Stefano, still 
actively employed against Turkey, shut out the Levant trade, 
from Tuscany for the benefit of France and V eniee, and 
widened. the breach with that country. 

Philip II. after a long reign, of war oppression and cruelty, 
~tted the world with great fortitude ; long, intense, and 
almost unheard-of sufferings from the loathsome tennination 
of aeute disease had tried his patience and resolution beyond 
most men, and the last scene of his existence was moet man· 
fUlly sustained*. Philip III. a gentle but weak and incapable 
monarch succeeded him on the thirteenth of September 1598, 
and at once abandoned himself to the guidance of Sandoval 
Marquis of Denia whom he soon created Duke of Lerma, and 
invested him with all his authority, to the great indignation of 
the Spanish nobilitY.+• 

* Wateon ffiat., Philip IL, YoL ii. t Wallon, Philip Ill, Yol. i. 
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Billery replaced the Duke of Luxemburg as ambassador at 
Rome with instructions to procure a dissolution of 

A.D. JJIIII. Henry the Fourth's marriage, but Queen Margaret's 
death unexpectedly removed this difficulty and made way for 
an alliance long contemplated by Ferdinand between his niece 
Mary and that monarch: it was in fact an old promise by which 
Henry expected to acquire a million and a half of dowry and 
a fruitful wife. Maria de' Medici now about twenty-five years 
old was a woman of considerable beauty and weakness of cha
racter : educated in rigid seclusion and utterly unacquainted 
with the world, all her duties had hitherto been concentrated 
in a profound respect for the Grand Duke and Duchess, and 
her whole ambition was a splendid establishment. Philip II. 
had prevented her marrying Rannucio the tyrant Duke. of 
Parma, and the Emperor Rodolph II. had long contemplated 
either the marrying her himself or giving her to whichever 
archduke might be elected King of the Romans ; so that for six 
long years she had been continually tantalized by hopes until her 
beauty began to fade under the influence of melancholy and fie. 
quent disappointment. This alliance was pl'08pectively arranged 
seven years before, and Ferdinand now offered Henry his niece 
with half a million of dower ; but the king expected three 
times that sum and the marriage was already considered at Paris 

as a thing concluded. Ferdi,nand refusedsoexorbitanta 
A.D. l800. d d b • • . ed d eman , ut negotiations continu , an so eager were 
the Florentines for this match thatJacopo Corsi, in the name of 
his fellow-citizens offered to supply the difference from their pri
vate means. After much of that sort of chicanery and intrigue, 
without which according to some opinions no courtly or diplo
matic business can prosper, this affair was terminated by the 
sincerityofVilleroi and Sully, and a marriage portion of 600,000 
crowns accepted. "Your counsellors of state," said Sully, 
" advise your majesty as financiers ; I who am a financier 
" advise you as a counsellor of state : it neither becomes your 
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"dignity to seek a wife for her dower, nor ia it befitting in the 
" Grand Duke of Tuscany to buy your alliance at so costly a 
" rate. Your object is children: one son will be your security 
'' and that of your kingdom, as well as the happiness of your 
"subjects, and worth more than all the gold in Italy." "I am 
"content" replied Henry; "marry me; do what you will ; 
" only let it be done quickly" *· 

While the treaty was yet in progress Ferdinand's enemies in 
'Spain and Italy became jealous of this new honour to the house 
of Medici and suspicious of a league between Venice, France, 
and Tuscany to prevent Saluzzo going to the Duke of Savoy, a 
thing still unsettle4. The Count of l!'uentes, one of the ablest 
of Philip's ministel'B, was made governor of Milan with ordel'B 
to watch all Italy, and the Duke of Sessa who ~ceeeded 
Olivarez, continued to annoy Ferdinand: for this purpoee he 
played on the weakneBB of the pontiff, a man already lost in 
the pride of his own triumphs and the marriage of his niece to 
the Duke of Parma, jealous also of Medician honoUl'B, and 
angry at the exposure of his designs on Tuscany, all of which 
disposed him to quarrel with Ferdinand; wherefore a slight 
dispute about the Chiana m&l'Bhes was soon fanned to a flame 
by Sessa in the hopes of bringing it to open war. 

The Princess Mary's marriage WIIB proclaimed at Florence in 
April and the Due de Bellegarde as proxy for Henry IV. 
arrived in autumn when the ceremony took place with ten 
days of magnificent entertainments : she then sailed from Leg
hom with a squadron of eighteen galleys and an immense suite; 
at Lyon Henry met her just after the siege of Montmelian and 
completed the marriage. This for various reasons displeased 
every state but Venice, from the emperor downwards, and Spain. 
above all : the Duke of Lerma however, avoiding any direct 
hostilities, contented himself with continuing the old system of 
aJPlOy&nce and urging Clement to the invasion of Tuscany : 

• Galluzzi, Lib . vo., cap. viii. 
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Clement's fears prevented this, but Ferdinand was well informed 
of all these machinations and so distrustful of him that he 
agreed to an injurious settlement of the dispute about the Chiana 
ri•er and marshes only to quiet hia fears for that frontier. He 
then advised Henry not to allow the marquiaate of Saluzzo to 
be DlcJled from him by the wiles of Savoy, offered money to 
continue the war with that prince, and if peace came entreated 
that he would insist on the disarming of 1.he pope and Spaniard 
and force theJJ?. to a rigid observation of the treaty of V errins. 
The poaaeaaion of Saluzzo by France was considered indispens
able to Italian liberty, and Henry's success in Savoy it waa 
hoped would secure it ; wherefore Italy was astounded to eee 
the marquisate given to t.lla state at the peace of 1601 in ex· 
change for some triiling possessions on the French territory *. 
To the Grand Duke's ambassador, Villeroi ouly replied that 

amongat great princes the useful took the place of 
A.D. l80L the honourable, and this so disgusted Ferdinand that 
he at once determined to make the best terms possible with 
Spain and dismiss the French alliance from his mind. His 
first step was the arrest of a man who passed for the defunct 
King Sebastian of Portugal, but although he did this at the 
Spanish ambassador's request and thus affronted the King of 
France who protected the impostor, he got ouly a cold acknow
ledgment of his service in return, as Henry had foretold. The 

Spanish troops in Italy still continuing formi<lllble, 
A.D. 1602' Ferdinand humbled himself further by meekly de
manding the reinvestiture of Siena which had been withheld at 
Philip II. 's death, and refused ever after except on the condi
tion of paying Don Pietro's debts. Peace and friendship were 
aeverthelesa still warmly professed, but neither the protes
tations of Spanish ministers nor the more solemn declara
tions of Clement could satisfy Ferdinand : his alarm com
pelled him again to seek Henry's aid, and an endeavour m 

• Lettres d'Ouat, voL ii.-Oalluzzi, Lib: v., cap. ix. 
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excuse Don Sebaatian's arrest was the first step. Henry who 
knew the character of Fuentes and saw more clearly into the 
designs of Rome and Spain, assured him that there would be no 
need of his assistance but that he was ready and willing to lend 
it. Ferdinand became importunate, but still he only received 
similar assurances, and after much threatening and insolence 
Fuentes drew off his army to tl1e Spanish and Turkish wars 
while the papal forces reenforced Archduke Ferdinand. But 
notwithstanding all this, so bent was ilie Medici on a recon
ciliation with Spain that he even refused the honour of being 
godfather to the young Dauphin of France lest it should dis
please the Spanish monarch. This did not soften Fuentes who 

. now domineered without controlo~ Italy, therefore assembling 
fresh troops, he again threw out menaces and endeavoured to 
excite Siena to reYolt; nor did he lose the occasion of a quarrel 
between Don Clll&ar d' Este and Lucca about the possession 
of Garfagnana, to try eYery means of inYOlving Ferdinand 
therein, merely to accuse him of being the disturber of Italian 
tranquillity. 

In the province of Lunigiana Fuentes had already caused an 
insurrection with unusual vexation and some terror to Ferdinand 
88 it brought war to the verge of his dominions ; Fuentes had 
moreover joined Biron and the Duke of Savoy in their conspi
racy against Henry and intended attack on Provence and Lan
guedoc for the purpose of kindling another war in France. The 
plot was discovered and according to Galluzzi chiefly through 
Ferdinand's intelligence, which being' inconsiderately spoken 
of by Henry with expressions of personal gratitude, drew down 
more intense hatred from the Spanish cabinet on the head of the 
Grand Duke *: The young Prince of Piombino the last of the 
Appiano race died at Genoa in January 1603 and that 
principality fell to the empire : Rodolph had long A.D. I603. 

before promised it to Ferdinand but his demands were so 

* Galluzzi, Lib. v., cap. x.-Lettrea d'Oseat, vol. ii., pp. 1138 to 1148. 
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exorbitant and the Grand Duke's terror of Spanish resentment 
so great that he renounced the pursuit and resolved to bend 
still lower to the Spaniard. This resolution was strength· 
ened by the erection of a fortress at Porto Lungone in Elba. 
which with the " PruidiJ " and a series of strongholds in 
Lunigiana bound him in a chain of iron, so that he even 
attempted a reconciliation with Don Pietro to whom Philip III. 
had given a pension : every overture was repulsed, but only 
because the queen was covertly manc:eumng to marry one of 
her sisters to the Prince of Tuscany. This secret was 
obtained by Ferdinand's ambassador Coaimo Concini from the 
king's confessor as the real price of a reconciliation. Ferdinand 
although not averse would lUke no advances, and the death of 

Pietro in Aprill604 removed one apparent obstacle 
A.D. 181K. • fi p• . d tb to returning avour. 1etro wrote a pemtent ea • 
bed epistle to his brother recommending some of his natural 
children, who were generously treated, and Ferdinand's affairs 
soon assumed a new aspect. The investiture of Siena was 
immediately promised, the treaty of marriage commenced, and 
every apprehension of Spanish enmity suddenly dissipated : 
gifts of considerable value were mutually presented and a statue 
of the Spanish king similar to that of Cosimo I. at Florence 
was ordered from the celebrated John of Bologna. 

This close alliance with the two great rival powers coupled 
with Savoy's enmity kept Ferdinand on the watch for accidents; 
the treaties of V ervins and Lyon with Spain and Savoy had 
skinned the surface of discontent, but the wound was not healed 
and the restless spirit of Charles Emanuel was ever at work for 
the disturbance of his neighbours. Bold, subtle, active, and 
reckless of consequences, he is said to have always been as 
ready for the blackest treachery as for the boldest war, and 
when both of these failed he could glide like a snake through 
all the perplexities of diplomatic cunning and official obscurity. 
Spain could not brook the rise of Henry IV. from a mere chief-
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tain of excommunicated heretics to be her competitor for 
political ascendancy in Europe, where he was endeavouring to 
reestablish a just balance at her expense. All parties being 
more or leBB exhausted avoided open war while each insi
diously endeavoured to undermine his antagonist : Henry 
secretly aided the Dutch who with English help were still 
braving Spain, while Philip fomented plots and other annoyances 
to embroil France : Elizabeth was dead, and Ferdinand's fears 
of displeasing the pope had hitherto prevented him from 
holding an open correspondence with James, but a continual 
interchange of good offices and secret communications were 
maintained by means of merchants and the ministers of both 
nations at the court of France, while the commercial facilities 
given at Leghorn produced similar favours in England. James 
the First's connexion with Lorraine formed an excuse for 
sending an ambassador to congratulate him on his accession to 
the British throne, and a treaty was commenced by Christina 
and the Duke of Lorraine for marrying Henry Prince of Wales 
to a ~edici. Henry IV. was in favour of the match, and Fer· 
dinand was desirous of allying himself with a nation then 
beginning to establish that maritime ascendancy which has ever 
since been its pride and safeguard. The tender age of the 
princeBS and the domestic troubles of Mary prevented its 
accomplishment for the moment. The insolence of Henry's 
mistreBB the MarchioneBB of V emeuil roused the queen 's indig· 
nation, who was governed by Concini and Eleonora Dori, two 
Florentines of bad character belonging to her suite : she acted 
imprudently intemperately and weakly, so as to draw letters of 
severe reproof from the Grand Duke both on herself and Concini 
whom he threatened to proclaim a rebel : but notwithstanding 
this the coolneBB between Ferdinand and Henry was increasing: 
Sully had in fact become his enemy, and the delays and 
irregular payment of debt were a continual source of quarrel ; 
by Sully attributed to the Iring's parsimony, and by the king to 



384 J'LOJlElft'INK Btl!ITOBY. [aooa m. 

SuUy's negligence. Meanwhile Fuentes and the Spanish 
cabinet were not idle : they successfuUy usurped 

A.D.lCIOii. P Lo Pi b" M F" l C . orto ngone, om mo, onaoo, ma e, ore(!glo, 
and a great part of Luoigiana; this alarmed all Italy without 
arousing the emperor from his indifference. His cabinet was 
sold to Spain but a Diet at length took up tlie business, and 
even Henry IV. al~eugh averse to Italian affairs now began to 
think interference necessary, more especially as Fuentes was 
fortifying the Valteline against both French and Swiss, and 
eott.ing off their communication with Venice by sirnila.r doings 
at Sonzino. This general ontery made Fuentes relinquish his 
hold of Lunigian&. ·but not of Lungone although considered by 
Clement as blockading Civita V ecchia, by Ferdinand as a bridle 
on Porto Ferraio imd Leghorn, and by Genoa as dangerous 
to Corsica. The Spaniards kept it to command Elba, to protect 
Orbitello and Piombino, and defeDd all their coast possessions 
against the Duteh and English, whose iquadrons now began to 
show themselves in those seas. It was built. at Prince Doria's 
suggestion exactly after the model of .Ant~ citadel and con
sidered as the stronghold of the Spanish-Italian p088essions *· 

Clement VIII. died on the tenth of February 8lld by a union 
of the Tuscan and Spanish parties in conclave the Cardiual 
Alessandro de' Medici Archbishop of Florence was elected under 
the name of Leo XI. but dying on the twenty-seventb of April, 
scarcely four weeks afterwards, was succeeded by Cardinal Bor
ghese of Siena as Paul V. The new pope was young and 
therefore unwelcome to the older men : he was also OODiridered 
meek and humble, but a subsequent quarrel with Venice soon 

displayed his audacity confidence and hypocrisy. 
A.D. 1606. Th . ~ U inti e cm:umstances were as 10 ow. An IIIII.OUB 

priest of Vicel128. called Scipione Saraceno first attemptea to 

* Tbie fort is now going to ruin : The works are beautiful and command 
Napoleon laet resided there : since a maguifir.ent harbour, but all &lling 
then it bat been d-rted and looke rapidly into decay. 
like a town desolated by the plague. 
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seduce and then vindictively traduced a noble lady of that city : 
this abominable proceeding roused the public anger which was in· 
~reased by his having about the same time broken the seals of 
important public documents. For these crimes Saraceno was 
imprisoned and ordered by the Council of Ten to prepare for 
trial; but Paul V. determining to vindicate ecclesiastical privi· 
lege and exemption from secular power, ordered that he should 
be instantly delivered up to the Bishop of Vicenza. The Senate 
refused, and Papal indignation rose still higher, especially on 
their renewal of an old decree which forbade all ecclesiastics from 
acquiring real property by will or otherwise, and prohibited the 
erection of sacred edifices on Venetian ground without that 
government's express permission. In addition to these offences 
Brandolino Abbot of Narvese who had committed sundry mur· 
ders, poisonings, and still more disgusting crimes, even amongst 
his own relations, was tried and executed by the civil power 
alone. Paul rendered furious at this accumulation of audacity 
and elated by success in two similar cases at Genoa and Lucca, 
imperiously commanded that the culprit should be delivered up 
to his nuncio in December 1605 under pain of a general excom· 
munication, from the Doge himself to the lowest senator, and 
in April 1606 he executed this threat, with the addition of 
an interdict on the whole state if within twenty· four days every 
decree against ecclesiastical liberties and immunities were not 
revoked, and the prisoner in the hands of his nuncio I The 
Venetians, already prepared for this, had given orders that 
the monitory should not be published in their dominion : the 
Jesuits, the Teatines, and the Capuchin Friars withdrew; but 
otherwise, public opinion both spiritual and temporal was with 
the government. Fear, inclination, and interest of course had 
their usual influence ; pens ~ere busy on both sides, and the 
Cardinals,Baronio and Bellarmino with the celebrated Fra Paulo 
Sarpi particularly distinguished themselves. It was howevet not 
the pen but the sword to which Pope Paul trusted for the removal 

VOL. v. c c 
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o~ this difficulty, and both sides made ready for war : France. 
Spain, and Tuscany interfered as mediators; the CIW88 of 
Venice was their own, yet none were prepared or willing for 
hostilities. Paul complained of being forsaken by the princes 
but was finally brought to reason by his fears of France and 
England, and his mistrust of Spain, so that the affair terminated 
peaceably in the following year. 

The undecided conduct of James I. kept Europe in suspense; 
the glory of Elizabeth oppressed him, her helmet and corse
let were too ponderous for a mere pedant to sustain and thct 
national spirit was for a while repressed, until gathering new 
force it burst on his son's head and destroyed the monarchy; 
His alliance was sought by Holland, France, and Spain; but 
peace with the last was universally unpopular because it gave 
time for the reestablishment of her commerce and exhausted 
treasury. The Medician Princess was still too young for the 
marriage treaty to make any progress, but the intercourse be-; 
tween Eugland and Tuscany augmented; the merchants who 
traded to Leghorn had peculiar privileges, their counsel was 
dtlsired and their skill employed in managing the Tuscan marine 
and private trade of Ferdinand; he in fa.ct shared in the profits 
of their privateering war against the Spaniards and employed 
them in the forced trade with America as well as in the. Red 
Sea and Levant. Leghorn had therefore become a place of 
great commercial importance to England ; it was filled with 
the permanent establishments of her subjects, and the two 
countries were on the most cordial terms ; yet., says Galluzzi, 
a book was published in London in 1605 by Edward Blount 
giving an abusive account of Tuscany; &bert Dallington 
the author, he supposes must have been misled by some dis
contented Tuscan as the book ~ full of lies and invectives 
against that nation and its sovereign. Without entering into 
that historian's feelings it is but fair to quote the character then 
attributed by a foreigner to the Tuscan people ; and by the· 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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native of a country in those clo8e habits of intimacy which are 
formed by reciprocal interests : thus viewing it we can scarcely 
admit the description to be pure scandal though probably an ex
aggerated picture, charged too with some self-evident falsehoods. 

" From the position of the country, and the badness of the 
air," says Dallington, "which being under the mountains is 
subject to the extremes of heat and cold ; from the sterile soil 
which cannot produce more than a quarter of a year's consump
tion without succours from abroad ; from the nature of the 
l!eople, ambitious, niggardly, ignorant, vain-glorious, dissimula
tors, envious, enemies of strangers, voluptuaries, boasters, 
cowards, low-minded, jealous, eager of gain, and totaUy devoid 
of genim *I Their prince corpulent in person; not beneficent; 
avaricious; a usurper of fraternal inheritance; his people's 
oppressor; a monopolizer and retailer of food ; violent, unjust, 
usurious, hated by the nation ; weak in force ; strong in riches ; 
which he spends in corrupting the courts of &me and Spain, 
and finally causes his people to exist in misery" f. With pro
bably some truth in this character which partly agrees 

'th . Fl . . f li d th A.D. lOOT. 
W1 certain oren tine wnters o an ear er ate, ere 
are mingled many lies and assertions that contradict themselves, 
and its publication although vexing to Ferdinand did not alter 
his behaviour to the British nation, whose subjects along with 
those of France seem to have infused an energetic spirit into 
his marine, accompanied by a thirst of glory superio» to that of 
destroying infidels and pirates, and gave rise to expeditions of 
far more importance. Amongst these was one against the city 
of Bona in the name and under the auspices of Prince Cosimo 
then seventeen years old, which being completely successful was 
hailed by the nation as a good omen of his future life. His mar
riage with the Archduchess Maddalena of Austria, the Queen 
of Spain's sister, was still pending, and Ferdinand's intimacy 

• Galileo waa about this period a Profeeaor in the Piaan t'nivenity! 
t G.u11Z1i, Lib. v., cap. lri. 
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with Philip III. became every day more close while that with 
Henry IV. proportionably waned and this coolness increased 
on Don Gio~ de' Medici's retirement from that monarch's 
service by whom he was much favoured. Ferdinand about 

the same time acquired the fief of Pitigliano a pos-
•• D. l608. • f th 0 • ' famil 1.....1 'ced hich eess1on o e rBlDl y uwore noti , w 
though partly dependent had always been a thorn in the side 
of Tuscany ; and thus was extinguished what Cosimo I. used 
to call the "match of Italian wan." Prince Cosimo's mar
riage was this year solemnized by proxy at Gratz, and a new 
gateway was opened in the wall of Florence for the Austrian 
bride, who on entering received the crown of Tuscany from 
Ferdinand himself, and the city blazed with its customary 
taste and magnificence ! The news of a signal victory gained 
about this time by the Tuscan galleys with an immense capture 
of treasure arrived opportunely to fill the cup of Ferdinand's 
satisfaction ; but it was his last. 

A small Tuscan squadron had intercepted the great periodical 
oonvoy from Alexandria to Constantinople and after a severe 
action captured or dispersed the whole: two galleons and seven 
other vessels with a booty of more than ~.ooo,ooo of ducats 
fell into the victo~s hands as Ferdinand himself acknowledged 
to Henry IV., but according to public fame much more, on 
account of the numerous prisoners of rank whose ransoms in
creased the general value. For forty years this convoy had aever 
been molested by Christians, but the Chevalier de Beaurega.nl 

a Frenchman of the Florentine family ofGuadagni at 
A. D.l009. last brought all this prize fu triumph to Leghorn and 
laid it at the feet of his sovereign. The en-vy of both France 
and Spain was excited by such unlooked·for success, as both were 
in want of money: Ferdinand's triumph was at its height, but 
·extremes touch': his joy, his reign, and ·his life came all to 
nothing, and he died on the seventh of February 1609 just a.s 
he was about to resign the government to Cosimo. 

j 
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We may believe the historian of the grand duchy when he 
888arts that Ferdinand was the first of Medician princes 
whose death cauaed any sorrow ; but whether from his virtues 
and beneficence, or bitter recollections of what had been and 
fears of what might come, is more difficult to determine. AB 
a Medici and a cardinal it must be confaBBed that his chance 
of natural or acquired virtues was extremely slender and he 
therefore deserves great praise for breaking through the habits of 
his race and entering the pale ofh11Dl81lity. Ferdinand's govern
ment was marked by all the subtlety of his family and country, 
but he was more just and politic and le&fl cruel than his prede
ceBSors, and like Cosimo looked on public prosperity as the 
surest means to self-aggrandizement. Personally frugal after 
he became Grand Duke, he was yet magnificent in public and 
expended large sums on the general improvement of Tuscany. 
He found no occasion for, nor did he use much severity in 
his rule, because the old democratic spirit was extinct or 
quiet under the golden yoke of monarchy : independence had 
·turned to adulation, boldness to fawning, and all the turbulence 
of liberty to licentious softness and mental slavery. AB a 
cardinal, Ferdinand was dissolute without being singular ; but 
as a sovereign he reformed, and his marriage restored ord6l' 
and comparative morality to the court. As a cardinal too he 
was fierce, haughty, bold, and independent : at the head of a 
powerful faction he feared no pope, brooked no control, even 
from the Vatican ; withstood the ferocious Sixtus whom he 
.himself had created, and haughtily vindicated his own ind6" 
pendence. 

Sixtus had forbidden short arms to be worn on pain of 
death, yet one day from Prince FJU'Dese's pocket tumbled a 
small pistol at the very feet of the pontiff: he was ,ordered tD 
be hung the same night at the first hour. Ferdinand, then on 
good terms with Cardinal Farnese, determined to save his 
kinsman and found means to retard every clock in Rome, one 
,full hour, all except the pontiff's: at the moment apP9inted for 

o;g "ed ,,Coogle 
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execution he repaired to the Vatican and demanded mercy for 
his friend : Sixtus seeing that the time was passed and, as he 
thought, the execution over, most graciously aeeorded it; 
whereupon Ferdinand repaired to the castle of Saint Angelo 
al\d carried oft' the prince in triumph. The pope was exaspe
rated at this trick and also annoyed by Ferdinand's haughtiness 
insolence, and notorious lasciviousness ; therefore resolved in 
despite of every obligation to arrest the cardinal himself. He 
was accordingly summoned to the Vatican, but cognizant of 
the pope's intention armed himaelf with a cuirass and short 
weapons, made his Florentine adherents occupy every door 
passage and approach to the papal palace, and then boldly 
entered the audiene&-chamber ! Sixtus was informed of all, 
and cautiously dissembling received him as usual : Ferdinand 
bowed profoundly, and purposely letting fall his robe a 
cuirass glittered from beneath ! On seeing this the pontiff ex· 
claimed. " My lord cardinal, my lord cardinal, tDkat may tAu 
raiment be 1" "This," said Ferdinand slowly raising the 
purple garment ; " This, 0 molt holy father, is the habit of 11 

" cardinal; and this," throwing open the drapery and striking 
his mailed breast, " This is the habit of an Italian prince I '·' 
" Cardinal, cardinal," returned Sixtus, " tel are abll to strik6 
" the scarlet kat from . thy hlad ! " " And if your holineu 
" rBmOve the hat of felt, tchy then I mmt replace it by 011$ of 
" tempered steel " exclaimed the audAcious Medici and straight
way left the apartment ! Then traversing &me with all his 
followers he remained three days there as if to defy the pontiff 
ere he retired coolly and leisurely into Tuscany ! 

This bold spirit did not remain with bioi on-the throne : an 
ecclesiastic himself with an archbishop for his counsellor, and 
endeavouring to conciliate &me, papal encroachments were 
allowed a clear course, and clerical insolence, especially of the 
Jesuits, kept pace with its rapacity. Usimbardi compelled the 
-latter to contribute at least partially to public expense, but 
Ferdinand was weak ; he tolerated tl!ese the most able rapaci-

o, "edbyGoogle 
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otiS and sucicesBful of church robbers ; they gave· him infinite 
vexation, yet he interceded with Henry IV. for their return to 
France, and but for such protection the people would have soon 
driven them from Tuscany. 

Ferdinand left four sons and four daughters: Cosimo II., 
Francis, Charles, and Lorenzo ; Eleonora, <Jaterina, Maddalena 
IUld Claudia: his intention was to establish the younger princes 
in independent estates away from Tuscany in order to prevent 
such quarrels as had occurred between him and his brothers : 
with this view he undertook an unsucceSBful expedition to 
Cyprus, and even wanted to establish a principality in the 
.Brazils as well as on the COBBt of Africa near Sierra Leone, 
but Spanish enmity prevented all. He said that the air of 
Florence engendered subtle brains and that " brothers rarely 
" agreed together " wherefore he desired to keep them sepa
rate. Pozzo Archbishop of Pisa, Vinta, and Usimbardi served 
him confidentially during all his reign. To Usimbardi were 
attributed all national ameliorations ; to Pozzo the whole 
policy in favour of France, and to Vinta the perfect system of 
intelligence that was established by Ferdinand. A wise selec
tion of ministers is at leBBt due to him, but his double dealing 
between France and Spain lost him the confidence of one 
without gaining the other, until humbled into acts of almost 
cringing obsequiousness. The treaty of Lyon, concluded with 
Savoy, by shutting out France from Italy perhaps excused a 
timid politician, whose talent lay in secrecy and intrigue, for 
endeavouring to propitiate a power which hung like an avalanch11 
over his country; but he probably disgusted both Henry and 
Sully by his duplicity. The 1088 of such friends tells harshly 
on his character ; yet it is a singular fact and honourable to 
Ferdinand, that his three principal ministers should have worked 
well and amicably together for the long period of one-and
twenty years ;. a proof of the absence or pOWerlessness of 
intrigue, the fidelity of the ministers, and the sovereign's con· 
stancy. During this reign Giovanbatista Concini succeeded 
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Torello as Auditor Fiscal but hanng been involved in the 
intrigues of Francesco's court could never gain the confidence 
of Ferdinand, although he was Vinta's brother-in-law and son 
of Coeimo's favourite minister : the little favour be ever 
enjoyed was lost by an attempt to justify the infamous conduct 
of his son at the French court. He died in 1606 and his 
snooessor Paulo Vinta expired shortly after the Grand Duke, 
leaving Pietro Cavallo da Pontremoli in charge of the fiscal 
department of whom there will be hereafter occasion to speak. 
Succeeding a man like Francis it needed but little exertion for 
Ferdinand to be deemed a better prince than be really was; 
but besides a tlertain love of popularity, be possessed much 
sociability and urbanity of disposition, and was totally free 
from Spanish pride and stiffness, and ,all that melancholy 
reserve so conspicuous and unpopular in Francis. He loved 
to let the prince expand into the companion,•and as such dis
played all the agreeable talents of his family : absorbed in the 
higher aft8.irs of state and foreign politics, he avoided that 
vexatious meddling with private affairs so customary in the 
two preceding reigns, and while maintaining almost all public 
departments as Cosimo left them, they were allowed to work 
alone, and people in general became more satisfied with the 
administration of justice. All these things caused Ferdinand I. 
to be regretted and the accession of a youth of eighteen to the 
throne of Tuscany did not diminish the feeling. 

Conli'POIWlY Mox.t.acae.-EDgland: Elizabeth untll 1603; then James 
1.-Bc:otland: Jamea VI. unti11603; then King of Great Britain.-France: 
Henry Ill. until 1589; then Henry IV.--Spain: Pbilip II. until 1598; 
then Pbilip III.-Portogal: SebaStian unti11578.-Naplea and Sicily: Philip 
the Second and Third of Spain.-Popea: Sixtua V. until August 1590; then 
Urban VII., Gregory XIV. until October 1591; then Innocent IX. until 
29th December, 1591; then Clement VIII., January, 1592, antil February, 
1604; then Leo XI., from ht to the 27th April, 1604; then Paul V. in May, 
1604.-German Emperor: Rodolph 11.-Soltan :·Mahomet III, until1593; 
then Achmet. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

PROM A.D. 1609 TO A.D. 18Jl. -
90SIMO THE SECOND, 

Ga.Jm DUitB OP 'r1111C.UY. 

A PROFOUND veneration for all his father's acts and opinions 
as well as their own sagacity and general efficiency, prevented 
Ferdinand from making any great changes in the 

bin his •'L-- . 'pal . . A.D. 1809. state mac ery; ~ pnnC1 mmlBters were 
treated as private friends and shared his affections after his 
own family: Pozzo and Usimbardi who conducted his private 
trade participated also in its profits, and Vinta with the con
duct of foreign affairs was otherwise and generously rewarded. 
b the year 1600 Ferdinand created a new council named the 
" Comulta" for the especial purpose of examining petitions, 
and the proposition of consequent measures of administration 
and justice : this, which seems also to have been a sort of 
appeal court from fiscal decisions, weakened the auditor's power 
and rendered his judgments less arbitrary and more equitable. 
The secret or privy council was more occupied with foreign 
affairs and great commercial measures than with private business, 
which principally fell to the "Pratica Secreta" and other in
ferior courts, and thus removed the crown a step further from its 
subjects' individual affairs. The citizens also being now gene
rally admitted to state honours and offices, had nearly lost all 
that factious aninlosity against the sovereign and his party which 
existed when republican turbulence was first broken up and 
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compelled to a feverish disunited and uneasy obedience. The 
choice of magistracies having been at first principally confined 
to the capital created a degree of jealousy in the provinces which 
Cosimo I. and Francesco bad both endeavoured to reduce by 
the establishment of perfect equality throughout the state, and 
the continued pressure of despotism as it were amalgamated 
the variety of public feeling and softened republican asperity. 
There was also a superficial improvement of society, and yet 
the first step was then made towards that descent down which 
the nation has ever since been gliding : refin11ment and gentle
ness have increased, the people are more polished, more amiable, 
and probably more virtuous ; but the free impressive staml' of 
the old republican was then with some exceptions completely 
obliterated, or only to be met with struggling, as it now Is, 
through a milder but still uncongenial atmosphere. With 
Ferdinand the laws were better obeyed, and more by inclination 
than fear, and the interest of prince and people was more 
identified than under his predecessors. 

The Grand Duchess Christina's example too reformed courtly 
manners, introduced more decency and morality, at least on the 
surface, preserved an appearance of virtue, and was therefore 
no allurement to vice : virtue was reverenced in name if not in 
essence ; fewer crimes were committed by the citizens ; a greater 
respect was paid to, and a more re.asonable intercourse main
tained With women ; and although excessive jealousy on points 
of honour bad now also become more rational and disciplined, 
there may be a question whether this too was not an early 
symptom of the decay of that personal spirit and bold energetic 
character so conspicuous in their republican forefathers. The 
sovereign jurisdiction was much obstructed by an insolent and 
presumptuous priesthood which claimed immunity from all taxes 
laws and restraints but those imposed by the Church ; which 
was absorbing all real property in the state, and proportionably 
abstracting from the power and revenues of government, while 
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Ferdinand showed a disgraceful weakness in yielding to their 
encroachments. 

The Church territory and Lombardy still swarmed with 
bandits and necessarily infected the Tuscan borders, notwith
standing all Ferdinand's efforts to stave oft' this evil at least from 
the interior, but ecclesiastical immunities and encroachments 
shackled him : a bull of Gregory XIV. in 161H by introducing 
new pretensions boldly infringed on the sovereign power and 
protected vagabonds, and Ferdinand was weak enough to suffer 
it; for he was no longer the Italian prince who bearded Sixtus; 
the steel cap and cuirass were forgotten, and bending submis
sively to Rome he allowed the Bishop of Montepulciano to deny 
absolution to every public officer who should presume even to 
demand the Gabelle from ecclesiastics I Armed with the bull 
of " Coma Domini" these harpies refused, both at Pisa and 
in the V al-di-Cbiana, to share the expenses of draining though 
they reaped the benefit ; at Siena an appeal was made to the 
Roman courts against the Tuscan sovereign for presuming to 
demand tolls from the priesthood, and unanimous resistance 
was everywhere opposed to . his authority. The nuncio who 
secretly encouraged this made a merit of pacifying it, and sold 
this favour at a high price to Ferdinand. The Jesuits and other 
recent orders were the most rapacious ; they swindled families 
out of their iilberitance, destroyed their peace and happiness, · 
and impoverished all they touched : in Florence the people 
were outrageous, a general ferment pervaded the nation, and 
even the Grand Duke, as he himself asserts, completely shared 
it. His complaints are strongly expressed in a letter to the 
Archbishop of Florence wherein he avers that the transfer 
and commerce of real property was destroyed by its being for 
the moSt part swallowed up in religious institutions, and thus 
the many were injured by the few. Public indignation ·de
manded a present remedy, public feeling was strong, and ita 
voice stem : the case was acc.ordingly brought before the 

-
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88D&te the judges and other magistrates ; the statutes of Siena 
V euice Milan and Genoa were examined, but more especially 
those of republican Florence which expressly prohibited the 
willing of property to the " Non Oonjermti "* or those who did 
not contribute to the public burdens. The result showed that 
commerce was impeded by the ecclesiastics, who had incor
porated no less than three·fourths of the real property of 
Tuscany, and an instantaneous remedy became neceesary. 
But an unexpected opposition sprung up from the learned 
prof888ion; the lawyers to everybody's surprise deprecated 
an absolute decision without reference to the pope, as contrary 
to canon-law and ecclesiastical liberty and independence ; 
and moreover threatened the Senate with pontifical censures 
if they persisted. The Grand Duke became alarmed, the 
Senate was divided, and all the solid reasoning of the senator 
Niccolo di Giunta was of no avail. He argued that the posses. 
sion of real property was the surest guarantee for obedience 
and good citizenship ; its transfer to an insulated community 
claiming total independence of the state, was ruin to the 
sovereign authority, poverty to the people, and destruction 
to the constitution ; and he accused the lawyers of recklessly 
promulgating such opinions because Florence was not their 
native country and they were indifferent to the consequences. 
Ferdinand cowered under the frowns of the Vatican; the ver· 
min went on devouring, and led by Jesuits bared every spot 
of its nutriment ; everything was corrupted ; property fell as if 
by magic from its owners' hands; peace fled before the spoilers, 
and discord blighted domestic happiness: but still the monarch's 
weakness encouraged their audacity and even protected them 
fi'om the vengeance of an indignant people I 

He acted more vigorously at Leghorn where he invited the 
numerous Dutch and English pirates who infested the MecJ.i. 
terranean after the war, to settle in safety, free from the coose-

• Literally the welul or unprocltutiw citizona. 
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quences of every crime not actaally committed in Tuscany. In 
1690 and 1692laws were made to enco111'8fJe all settlers there, 
and when Clement VIII. declared Ancona to be a free port in 
1698 Ferdinand also published a proclamation permitting sub
jects of any nation to partake of the rights and privileges of 
Leghorn. This was mainly intended to favour the Jews, and 
formed the basis of that city's freedom and universal neutrality; 
theee were subsequently acknowledged and guaranteed by all 
European powers at every general peace, and as often broken 

' by the strongest. Thus was completed the great national work 
of Ferdinand I., an enlightened and honourable achievement, 
accomplished solely by the arts of peace, without injustice or 
bloodshed, and essentially conducive to human happiness. 

His engineering projects were of a bold conception ; for 
instance, the draining of the Perugian lake an expanse of one 
hundred and thr.ee square miles, was worthy of praise, and had 
it been properly seconded by the Roman engineers 2,000,000 
of ducats were expected to be gained by an estimated outlay of 
one-twentieth of that sum ; the desiccation of V al-di-Chiana 
was his great object and partly accomplished, but as this sub
ject will be hereafter noticed it is now only necessary to ob
se"e that the lake of Fuccecchio, the plains of Pisa, and the 
Val-di-Nievole, all bear testimony to Ferdinand's wish of 
ameliorating the physical condition of Tuscany and promoting 
agriculture even at the expense of commerce. The Senese 
Maremma too was not neglected, but a fatality seemed to attend 
the Medici in that quarter, and both their legislation and 
drainage were singularly pernicious. 

The ruinous ·com-laws of Francis I . had reduced that pro
vince nearly to desolation, and the whole drift of his regulations 
up to 1672 actually assisted marsh miasma in depopulating 
the country, either by death, or emigration to the neighbour
hoods of Castro, Roncilione, Pitigliano, Santa Fiore and Sean· 
zano. .Notwithstanding the devastations of war this province 
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was recovering a little of its ancient energy under Cosimo I. 
who left the com trade free as in the days of liberty ; he thus 
maintained an agricultural spirit, and the inc.reased cultivation,· 
and cattle trade from 11>60 to 11>7~ proved his wisdom as far 
as it extended. Francesco's accession was more deadly than 
the miasma, and the broad alluvial plains of the Maremma 
were made subservient to Florence alone ; they were equal to 
this supply and far beyond it, had any other outlet been allowed 
for their produce ; but it was a maxim of Francis that Siena 
should be squeezed dry for the sake of the capital, by which he 
almost realized the fable of the golden eggs. The mutual· 
accusations of Florentines and Senese about ruining that pro
vince induced Ferdinand to think of separating the Maremma 
and placing it under Florentine jurisdiction ; but he was de· 
terred by Usimbardi's fears of causing discontent if not revolt 
amongst a people so sensitive and attached to every vestige of 
republican liberty, who moreover had not bowed their neck 
to the yoke so easily as Florence. Siena was always a tender 
part of the Medician state, wherefore FerdiDand confined him
self to road-making and other undoubted benefits ; to restoring 
Grosseto and generally improving the province, and in 159~ 
he created a superintending boald of drainage, roads, public 
works, tillage, and cleanliness for all inhabhed places. His 
efforts to drain the great swamp of Castiglione della Peseaia 
were false in principle as applied to that place, and conse
quently failed ; and at the marshy expanse near Massa
marittima they were not entirely successful. He planted a 
colony at Sovana, erected dwellings there, provided every sort 
of accommodation for the colonists, and encouraged people of 
capital to till the land by granting them feudal tenures and evert 
other support and favour in his power. He seems to have been 
quite aware of the advantages of a free trade in com as it affected 
agricultural industry, yet in common with every Florentine was 
so blinded by the silly notion of all the grain leaving the coun-
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try that his more enlightened views became ·dim, and half 
measures which defeated themselves, were substituted for sound 
and legitimate acts of government. In 1688 half the crop of 
grain was allowed to be exported on payment of the full duty 
imposed by his predecessor, and continued by himself; a use
less boon, because the tax alone absorbed all profit, independent 
of the vexatious interference from crown officers and all the 
annoying impediments of a jealous legislation. Ferdinand 
however would not give up this tax because he had been fool
ishly persuaded that the payment of it would fall on the foreign 
consumer, forgetting that a duty higher than goods will bear, 
amounts to prohibition and ruins the producer. The long con
tinued scarcity induced him to suspend this absurd law, which· 
however had already done its work, and no exportation followed 
its reestablishment in 1599; but a succession of restrictive acts 
destroyed the remnants of Senese industry and led to exile 
death and desolation. The weakness and ignorance of Fer
dinand on this subject coupled with the usual princely 
reluctance to relinquish any tax however unprofitable and 
injurious, made him listen to the clamours of the unen
lightened many, rather than to the solid reasons of the 
instructed few ; and amongst the latter more especially to 
those of his minister U simbardi Bishop of Arezzo who loudly 
blamed the law of 1592 for attempting to regulate the price of 
com and force it to market against the producer's will and in
terest. "This law," exclaiiDS Usimbardi, "will do infinite 
" mischief: each man will conceal his com and use every art 
" to carry back to his own granary that which he has been 
" compelled to take to market, by repurchasing it in a variety of 
" fraudulent modes which never would have been adopted bad 
" the price remained free ; for in that case the quantity forced 
" by law into the market would have maintained com at its 
" present price, or a little higher, and so much would not then 
" be kept from market as now is, in despite of all the gibbets and 



.• 

L 

J'LOBDTDIB IDB'l'OBY. [110011: IlL 

•• sheriftS' omaen." "Here" (in the Val-di-Chiana) "l believe 
" there is plenty, but from the above cause we have the 
" appearance of scarcity." Such attempts, absurd and pernicious 
ae they are, to compel the price of food and money, are not yet 
relinquished even in more enlightened countries than Tuscany 
was at that epoch. 

The spirit, riches, and as yet unexhausted energy of Florence, 
the comparative healthiness of its climate, the denser popula
tion of its territory, the fewer opposing difficulties to agricul
ture, and the impulee given to it by the Medician government, 
in eome degree neutralized the evils of such legislation ; and 
repeated scarcities by maintaining com at a high price attracted 
capital and produced agricultural competition ; for it wtS argued 
that while any arable land remained untilled it would be mere 
folly to rely on strangers for subsistence, and that commerce and 
manufactures should be made subservient to agriculture, and used 
only as waete-pipee for the surplus of predial labour, produce, 
and capital. The tide in fact set eo strongly towards agrarian 
speculations that even merchants who had been long resident 
in foreign countries, such as the Gerini and Corsini from 
London, the Torregiani from N uremburg, the Ximenes from 
Portugal, besides many others, renounced trade, returned to 
Florence, and employed all their capital on the land. Many 
rules were established to define the reciprocal obligations of 
proprietor and farmer, and several laws touching the introduc
tion of white mulberry-trees were- consolidated and published in 
1607, but assisted in their effect by a vast and gratuitous dis
tribution of plants from the grand-ducal nurseries ; nor were 
the olive and vine less fostered or less prosperous, so that 
Tuscan husbandry soon became celebrated as the most flourish
ing in Italy. 

From this branched forth the more elegant and refined, 
though less useful taste of gardening, which rapidly attracted 
the rarest ornamental exotics of the world and Ferdinand's 



CVAP. 'VIII, ) COSIMO THE SECOND. 401 

private garden became the model of all subsequent pleasure
gl'Ounds in Tuscany. The Botanic Garden at Pisa. was 
established in 1593; and through the exertions of Casabona 
and Caccini, Lombardy, Candia, and all the East were skilfully 
botanized. But this powerful impetus so suddenly imparted to 
agriculture by fashion, interest, and princely example, did not 
destroy the ancient mercantile spirit: Ferdinand himself 
entered largely into trade and promoted it amongst his subjects, 
yet abstained from that retail competition which disgraced the 
reign of Francis. He nevertheless monopolized the· corn-trade 
during four long years of famine, with enormous profits tba.t 
would have been better left to his people : four galleons with 
English and Dutch passports were continually running between 
Spain and Tuscany, freighted by merchants at a high rate for 
their superior safety, and Ferdinand's banking-houses in all 
the principal places of Europe added greatly to his commercial 
gains. The contraband trade with America, carried on through 
Dutch and English letters of marque, and his secret share 
of all prizes made from Spaniards, were another source of 
profit which supplied the enormous expenditure of his reign 
and the cost of a. brilliant court. He was supposed by cotem
pora.ries, but probably with the usual exaggeration, to be worth 
20,000,000 of ducats; an enormous sum equal to between 
11,000,000 and 12,000,000 sterling of the present day, u:eight 
for weight, most part of which must have been thrown out of 
general circulation. 

The great fair of Pisa established in 1588; the free port of 
Leghorn ; and the general facility imparted to commerce and 
manufactures throughout Tuscany, opened new roads and re
sources for industry according as the long-continued divisions 
in France shut up many of the old ones. The banking tradt:l, 
the staple commerce of Florence, bad left its ancient haunts , 
and settled seaward, so that when Mary of Medicis passed 
through Lyon only three Florentine houses remained, two of 
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which were about to withdraw from the city. The financial 
measures of Sully tended, by high duties, to exclude those 
foreign commodities which interfered with the silk manufacture 
just then established, although against this opinion ; wherefore 
cloth of gold, silk, and coarse woollens took another direction 
and found a market in Spain and Great Britain. Ferdinand was 
unsuccessful in his efforts to establish a transit trade between 
Italy anli England through France: his plan was to direct the 
stream of commerce from Leghorn on to Antibes, and thence 
over to Calais, which was to be the northern emporium while 
Leghorn became the southern depository connecting Italy 
with the Levant, and was intended exclusively to absorb the 
Mediterranean carrying and insurance trade : but Sully opposed 
this because he considered France entirely agricultural, and 
probably feared the evil of rapidly-accumulated wealth and its 
attendant evils. 

Although subject to the inherent vicissitudes of trade as well 
as these extraneous influences, the manufacturing industry of 
Florence still held its ground, and no less than 300,000 crowns 
were annually sent to Naples and Sicily-for raw silk alone; to 
avoid this the culture of the mulberry was much encouraged, 
and full 3,000,000 of crowns' value was manufactured every year 
in silks, gold and silver tissue, and coarse woollens, which the 
fair trader carried to Spain and England, and the smuggler to 
America. The Florentine bankers, though wealthy, were fear
fully shaken when Philip II. declared Spain insolvent and 
withdrew the assignments of revenue or commerce which had 
been made to pay the principal and interest of Francesco's 
loans ; but Dutch and English trade, and the American forced 
trade also practised by them, together with a taste for long 
Yoyages, and the general spirit of enterprise with which they 

, imbued Tuscany, in some measure compensated these misfor
tunes and imparted fresh vigour to Florentine commerce, while 
its extension to almost every part of the world caused the in~ 
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duetion of many new commodities : amongst these the cacoa·nut 
and the chocolate made from it, were first brought to Florence 
from Mexieo by Francesco Carletti. 

Many new arts were also added to Florentine industry ; 
several of mere luxury (reserved under Francis for princely 
eyes alone) after Ferdinand's accession were. collected in the 
gallery for public use and amusement: all the artists except John 
of Bologna, Billivelt the goldsmith, and one musician, named 
Paulo Paluzzelli, were placed under the superintendance of a 
Roman called Emilio de' Cavalieri as director-general ; these 
included a great variety of professions such as gardeners, porce
lain and glass manufacturers, and even dist.illers. The Pietre 
commuse or art of Florentine mosaic arrived at so high a state 
of excellence under Ferdinand that even portraits were attempted 
in this delicate and costly composition, and . the splendid 
mausoleum of San Lorenzo was designed by Don Giovanni de' 
Medici under his brother's auspices, but only commenced in 160~ 
by Matteo Nigetti. To the age of Ferdinand also if not partly 
to his taste, the lovers of music are indebted for the Italian 
opera: J~po Peri invented" recitativo," and the immoderate 
love of that sort of harmony, in which spirit and character and 
feeling are sacrificed to a merely scientific combination of melo
dious sounds *• soon spread over all Europe and perhaps 
had some share in emasculating the Italian character. Soft 
voluptuous strains may help to temper and refine a savage 
r.we, and so do service; but when this is done they ,may go 
beyond the mark and sink a nation to effeminacy, 11 and all that 
taste and science can bring afterwards to the task," says Moore, 
11 does no more than diversify by new combinations those first 
wild strains of gaiety or passion into which nature had impressed 
her original inspiration"+· 

" " They're dwff and d0111ie at the which ie perhaps oftener felt than 
beat tee' a' their t~ariOI'um," 81\ys the acknowledged. 
old Scotch song, withadegreeoftrutb t Hist. of Ireland, vol. i., p. 317. 
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The fil'Bt es11ay of this attractive pleasure was the recitation 
of "La Dajn8" a pastoral composed by Ottavio Rinuccini in 
1594; in 1600 at the marriage of Maria de' Medici it was 
considered to have nearly arrived at perfection in the " Euri
dic6;" and in the" Arianna" eight years after. At first the 
airs alone were sung, but afterwards the dialogue : the music 
of the former is said to have been composed by Emilio Caval
ieri and improved by Giulio Caccini, generally called Giulio 
Romano; but Peri alone has the credit of the dialogue*· 

The ablest physicians of the day were attracted by liberal 
salaries to settle in Tuscany and direct the study of medicine 
at Pisa, and this led to that of botany, and also natural history, 
of which the first regular museum was there established. 
The mathematics also began to assume a new and deeper 
interest under Ferdinand : Filippo Fantoni was professor of 
that science at Pisa in 1588, and Ostilio Ricci of Fermo, who 
was then chief mathematician to the court, became more noted 
as the master of the illustrious Galileo. He was the engineer 
who constructed the works of Iff; and besides him, Bernardo 
Buontalenti, Buonajuto Lorini, author of a treatise on fortifi
cation; Giovanni Altoni, Antonio Lupicini, Gabriello Ughi, 
Alessandro Pieroni, who built Leghorn, with many others of 
great talent issued from the Florentine school of civil and 
military engineers and spread its reputation in Germany and 
Hungary. By the influence of Ostilio Ricci the great Galileo 
Galilei ·was appointed professor of mathematics at Pisa in 
1589 and remained there until 1592, when partly in conse
quence of some dispute with Don Giovanni de' Medici and 
partly annoyed by the reptiles that envied his fame and abilities 
he resigned and retired to Padua. Ferdinand recommended 
him to the protection of Venice, and in 1608, on discovering 
the full value of the lost jewel, recalled this immortal spirit to 
Florence but died ere he again beheld him. AS a man of 

" Galluzzi, T.ib. v., cap. :riii.-Ouervatore Fiorentine, vol. ii•, p. 168. 
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letters Ferdinand enriched his country by a collection of rare 
manuscripts made with great pains and industry in Egypt, 
Persia, and Ethiopia, by Giovan~atista V ecchietti, and thUJt 
added great value to the Medician library*· 

In ancient times when kings were little better than military 
chiefs, when life was more active than reflective, when monarchs 
lived roughly and mixed with, and knew their subjects, a suc
cession of able rulers was not uncommon, and this was especi
ally remarkable amongst the first sultans of Turkey; but in 
these latter days there seems to be some strange exclusive 
influence within the circle of a crown which withers intellect, 
and weakens character; and after a couple of generations degene
rates the race that wear it. With Ferdinand, although inferior 
to his father and occasionally wanting even the firmness of his 
brother, expired all the more vigorous and masculine spirit 
of the Medici, and his son Cosimo II. raised the national hope 
rather by his professed attachment to Ferdinand's memory, and 
consequently to his men and measures, than by any symptoms 
of real vigour either in mind or c:haracter. A youthful sovereign ; 
wealthy, weak, and inexperienced, became a prominent object 
for political speculation amongst the states of Europe : it is 
true that his grandfather at an earlier age mounted the Floren
tine throne with but few friends and no resources, amidst re
publican turbulence, civil rage, and the frenzy of expiring 
liberty; and he repelled the strife of faction and trampled every
thing beneath him. But his namesake was of a different stamp, 
and luckily for himself had a different part to play : he aR
eended a long established throne with attached, able, and com
paratively disintel"QIIted counsellors, and the people in a state 
of tranquillity both within and without : but there was a change 
at court; .intrigues, which like taxes never lose their root, began 
again to ttprout, and Usimbardi fell a victim to them although 
with an honourable deprivation of authority. Philip III., or 

* Galluzzi, Lib. v., eap. xiii. 
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rather the Duke of Lerma, immediately resolved to establish a 
permanent embassy at Florence in order to govern Tuscany at 
his will, but was arrested by the dexterity of Vinta's argu
ments on the jealousy this would occasion at the court of 
France, already dissatisfied wit.h Cosimo's partiality for Spain. 
This ill-humour led Henry to discontinue the payment of his 
debts to Tuscany, and both Ferdinand's services and the treaties 
of Ossat were vainly urged in support of justice, although the 
latter had been duly ratified by the French monarch himself. 
Cosimo's complaints were referred to Sully, who said that Ossat 
was a mere priest and knew nothing of accounts or politics ; 
that sovereigns were not bound by their ministers' errors ; and 
that it was Cosimo's real interest to cancel these debts and 
thus merit the king's protection. The high rank and power of 
Henry amongst European states, and the weakness of Spain 
both in her monarch and resources, <mabled him to assume this 
haughty and dishonest tone towards a petty and powerless prince, 
the son of one who had befriended him; and, if Italian authors 
speak truth, this conduct was m!>re consistent with his strength 
than integrity. The Duke of Lerma governed Spain; the king 
was but a gilded puppet moving at his touch and occasionally 
exhibited to the gaze of the multitude. Forty years of Flemish 
warfare at a cost of 200,000,000 of ducats had destroyed her 
finances and rendered the revolted provinces more powerful, 
while the secret aid of France ruined all hope of reducing 
them ; wherefore it became necessary to acknowledge tlleir in
dependence, to be silent on religion, and to tolerate their com
merce to the Indies, before any other terms could be agreed to .. 
In this perplexity a. matrimonial alliance was sought with 
France for which Henry IV. showed no eagerness, and if he 
could have trusted to the faith of Savoy with whom he was 
then in treaty, war ra.ther than marriage would probably have 
been his selection. The expectations arising from this negoti
ation with Savoy kept Europe in suspense, and a change in its 
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political system was looked for because the duke's family con
nexion with Modena and Mantua gave him an influence in 
Italian affairs which Savoy had never before possessed. This was 
likely to be increased by friendly relations with France, the 
staunch ally of Venice, who it was thought would not object to 
the aggrandizement of Charles Emanuel if Henry desired it, 
and th!! popes bad rarely scrupled to sacrifice every person and 
thing to their everlasting nepotism. Peace was therefore in 
jeopardy : the pontiif tried to preserve it between France and 
Spain but made no. progress in securing even that of Vervins : 
the treaty of Lyon by which Saluzzo had been ceded to 
Savoy, decided Ferdinand to seek the friendship of Spain, 
but an alliance of France with Savoy changed the character of 
TUSQ&D policy and made Cosimo II. wish to unite the Medici 
and latter house in marriage as a safeguard to Tuscany. Nego
tiations were accordingly begun through Maria de' Medici, but 
Charles Emanuel had higher views, and Cosimo ended by uniting 
his infant sister Claudia with the equally youthful son of Fran· 
eesoo Maria II. Duke of Urbino, which augmented the strength 
and security of both states. 

Cosimo II. 's accession to the throne of Tuscany was made re
ms,rkable by the discovery of Jupiter's satellites, and the name 
of " SteUs M8dicee " bestowed on them by Galileo, was one of 
those compliments paid by genius to mere worldly rank without 
merit, which kindly supplies its lack of personal reputation : 
but the Medici had gained a reputation in the world ; this 
placed them in the heavens ; an uncongenial position, which 
they could not long maintain. 

Cosimo vainly endeavoured to unite France Spain and Rome 
in a league with him and Persia against Turkey, Shah Abbas 
having sent Shirley, an Englishman, to Florence as his am
bassador with proposals to that effect; this was seconded by 
Sultan Achmet's brother then a fugitive in Tuscany, but 
the great powers were more intent on European polities 
than such schemes. The French nobles were et}ger for.l war 
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with Spain ; the queen on the contrary looked for Philip's 
support if her husband died, and therefore endeavoured to 

effect a marriage between the families; by this abe 
A.D. 1610. • ed h . . ulari A~ft'l "th mcreas er prev10us unpop ty, "'"1""'"'"" y W1 

Sully and the Huguenots whose dissatisfaction extended to the 
Grand Duke for having in various ways offended Henry. This 
negotiation was difficult, for the king was already prepared 
to enter Germany in aid of the Protestant princes against 
Austria ; but Mary eager to carry her point and supported by 
Solly's rival Villeroi, successfully proposed Cosimo II. as a 
mediator between the two countries. To satisfy her vanity 
Henry allowed the queen to be crowned in the cathedral of St. 
Denys and declared her regent of the kingdom ; but in the 
midst of all this he was stabbed by Ravilliac on the four
teenth of May 1610; thus the knife of a fanatic in one 
moment changed the fate of Europe, and a new order of events 
overspread the European world ! Spain and Austria again 
breathed freely, the Protestants of both France and Germany 
mourned and the former trembled ; the Venetians were deprived 
of a staunch ally; but the rest of Italy never forgave the cession 
of Saluzzo, and its attachment had consequently diminished. 
The Duke of Savoy saw his views of ambition vanish; the Dutch 
sorrowed for a faithful friend, and men in general deplored the 
extinction of one of those master-minds which occasionally b1am 
lik~ meteors through the political atmosphere. When a great 
and powerful spirit, broadly intent on beneficence, is suddenly 
snatched from the world his loss leaves a wide field for conjec
tures on what might have been the eousequences of a longer 
stay, and we naturally deplore the event as an universal cala
mity : but the working of Providence is inscrutable, and as 
man merely proposes while God disposes, it is probable that 
such events, though apparently misfortunes, are only the me&D8 
to a greater, better, and more distant end, which the world is 
not at the time sufficiently prepared to accomplish. 

Rodolph II., a weak and despicable prince, remained mac. 
o, "edbyGoogle 
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tive at Prague while the Archduke Mathias declared himself 
king of Hungary and usurped the greater part of his family's 
hereditary dominions. The Archdukes Leopold and Ferdinand, 
no less ambitious, aspired to the crown of Bohemia and sovereignty 
of the Romans. Such was the distracted state of the German 
house of Austria, and as Mathias was in correspondence with 
the Protestants and secretly hated the Spaniards, the Duke of 
Lerma on considering all these circumstances became strongly 
disposed to peace *· In France Queen Mary was instantly 
acknowledged rege9t by the Parisian parliament, which stopped 
all intended opposition from those noble malcontents whom 
Henry's talents had kept down ; but her vain light and vacil
lating character was so blown about by this sudden exalta
tion that tli.e feelings of both woman and wife were utterly 
dissipated, and the great Henry's corpse lay bleeding at her 
feet witllout extracting more than an evanescent shudder and 
momentary expression of sorrow, which were quickly lost in 
the empty pageantry of new and exalted rank. Her son 
Louis XIII. though but ten years old was as fit to rule 
88 she, and the French, averse to all female government, 
detested that of an Italian and a Medici I They feared ano
ther Catharine, but she wanted the spirit the abilities and the 
resolution of her predecessor : disgust and discontent ran high, 
but national feeling still higher ; grief was general and sin
cere, and the murdered king seemed yet alive in every heart, in 
every mind but that of his consort! Intoxicated by the adula
tion of her own immediate circle she took little pains to inves
tigate the subject of her husband's assassination or to discover 
Ravilliac 's accomplices, and thus gave rise to suspicions of her 
own conduct : her innocence was doubted, and Paul Sarpi sar
castically remarks that " 88 the queen does not wish to inquire 
" further about the king's death she perhaps fears to hear 
" something that it would be better not to know; and if the 
" Jesuits are useful for present business I should not wonder if 

• Galluzzi, Lib. vi., eap. i 0 • G l 
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" she were contented to remain in ignorance. In a word, she 
"is a Florentine"*· Procligality now became the rule at 
court ; Conciui triumphed and was detested ; he purchased the 
place of First Gentleman of the Chamber for 60,000 ducats, 
the Marquisate d'Anere for 110,000, and the government of 
Peronne for 40,000, all within the space of two months. It is 
easy to conceive how this and similar waste of the public 
money must have mortified the economiesl Sully, yet so exclu
sive was Concini's influence that Sully himself is accused by 
the I tslians of propitiating him by large bribes ; to such 
meannetis does a courtly atmosphere incline even superior 
minds ! So great was the vanity and utter heartlessness of 
Mary that when Cosimo sent a confidential minister to condole 
with her·on Henry's death, previous to the public embassy, she 
interrupted him in the midst of his address with an exulting 
narrative of the whole ceremony of her coronation, and of her 
having been seated on a throne of uineteen steps surrounded 
by princes and ministers, so that the church seemed a paradise 
with all its powers and denominations. 

By Villeroi's advice and. the mediation of Cosimo II., but 
after long delay and di8CU88ion, a double marriage 

A.D. lOU. d be th ya1 "--"' f Fran was contracte tween e ro 11WWJes o ee 
and Spain, with a politiesl alliance for ten years : this gave 
great pleasure to Cosimo who by thus excluding the Duke 
of Savoy from any matrimonial connection with France hoped 
to secure one between him and the Medici. But the Prince 
of Wales was now the great object of European specula
tion, and James I. who wanted money without trouble, looked 
towards Tuscany where Cosimo. was willing to bestow any of 
his sisters with a portion of six hundred thousand crowns, the 
sum already demanded by Salisbury from the Cavaliere Lotti 

Cosimo 's resident at the court of London. On this 
A.D.lGII. • h f E ' d . 'd ha d occas1on t e queen o ng1an 18 S&l to ve tol 
Lotti the secret of her own attachment to the catholic faith, 

* Botta, Storia d'Italla, Lib. xvi. G [ 
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the slight ties which held Prince Henry to the church of 
England, and the fair opportunity then presenting itaelf for 
the recovery of that kingdom. The whole transaction was 
ultimately referred to Rome where Cardinal Bellarmino per
suaded Paul V. that the sin of such a marriage would be great, 
and it never could be right to commit evil that good might 
come. Cosimo anticipating Paul's acquiescence had already 
given his word to James and would not at first recede; but 
ministerial timidity partially overcame his resolution and an 
ambassador was despatched to excuse him, if it were possible 
and consistent with his honour; if not, to complete the eon
tract; but the death of Prince Henry in November 161~ re
moved every difficulty. Ranuooio Farnese reigned at this time 
in Parma, a worthy descendant of Pierluigi whose fate he feared 
yet walked in the path that led to it ! Frowning, cruel, and 
suspicions, he cast a gloom over the whole people, and their 
hatred of him was equally dark and intense. The Marquis of 
Ban Vitale along with several other nobles were accused of con· 
spiracy and blood streamed for many days through the streets of 
Parma : this was followed by an extensive confiscation of pro
perty, and soon after by low murmurs of its being an illusive plot, 
the offspring of fear cruelty and avarice, conceived in tyranny and 
brought forth in blood ! This belief penetra~d even into the 
secret councils of princes, and to dispel it, copies of the trials 
were sent to them; amongst others to Cosimo II. who imme
diately and by the .same envoy, returned a regular process, 
executed and sworn to with all the forms of law, which proved 
beyond doubt, that th8 PartrU~an ambauador him~elj and with 
hiB oum handl, had murdered a man at Leghorn ; a place he 
never saw and a thing he never dreamed of! This severe rebuff 
was given by a Medici to a Farnese, in order to demonstrate 
the facility with which princes could prove those guilty whom 
they had resolved to sacrifice*. 

• Botta, Storia, Lib. xvi.-Muratori, .Annali, Anno 1612. 
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The death of Fl'Ulceeco Gonzaga Duke of Mantua and his le&T· 
ing only a daughter, occasioned a disputed succession ro 

A.D.lsts. the marquisate of Monferraro which the Duke of Savoy 
claimed as a female title for the child, whom with its mother be 
protected at Turin, and at once rook military possession of the 
country. This decided act alarmed Italy; it offended the new 
emperor Mathias, who bad succeeded &dolph II. in January 
1612 and claimed the power of deciding all disputes about an 
imperial fief; it also displeased the court of Fl'Ulce, raised 
Spanish jealousy by opening a door for the former nation into 
Italy, and finally scared the pope, who despatched a nuncio ro 
the scene of action. Venice and Tuscany with more vigour 
marched upwards of five thousand men to assist Cardinal Fer
dinando Gonzaga, his brother's successor in the dukedom of 
Mantua ; but both the pope and Duke of Modena refused this 
army a passage through their states and the latter even pre
pared to stop them by force of arms; on this Cosimo augmented 
his army with eight thousand new troops who easily forced 
their way to the Ghiara d' Adda where they halted and received 
Don Cresar d' Este's excuses. He laid all the blame on Fran· 
cesoo de Mendoza Marquis of Inoiosa the successor of Fuentes 
and great fomenter of all this dispute, though unsupported by 
his own government. The Tuscan army under Don Francesco 
de' Medici therefore continued its march, but a Spanish force 
under the Prince of Ascoli had already compelled Savoy to 
restore what had been occupied in Monferraro, and the dispute 
was finally settled by treaty ; Don Francesco then returned to 
Florence where be found Cosimo in high dispute with the pope 
because his army had passed over a part of the papal territory. 
This was made up by great submissions on the Grand Duke's 
part, for which he was somewhat consoled by a succession of for
tunate cruises and small naval victories in the Levant, where a 
squadron of ten galleys, transports, and other vessels of war 
continued in hostilities with Turkey. An English catholic 
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nobleman whom Italian authors call the Earl of Warwick, but 
who must evidently have been Sir .Robert Dudley *• had taken 
refuge at Leghorn and amongst a variety of vessels of war, all 
adapted to the Mediterranean, invented one called a "Gakrata" 
which outsailed everything, yet wanting the oar was considered 
too expensive and not well adapted to Mediterranean warfare in 
the Levant: it carried sixty guns but was soon discontinued, 
according to Italian authors, for the more convenient galleon. 
The whole Tuscan navy was at this time commanded by the 
Marquis I ngherami of Volterra who bad distinguished himself 
in the army of the League and now infused new spirit into that 
BCtive profession. 

The vigour with winch Cosimo bad hitherto acted was pro
bably owing to the influence of Don Giovanni de' Medici who 
seems to have possessed considerable talent and great popu
larity both in and out of Italy ; and also to the counsels of 
Ferdinand's old ministers; but Vinta's death in October 1613 
ultimately led to disastrous results for Tuscany and the house 
of Medici. Curzio Picchena succeeded. him with perhaps 
more talent, certainly more loftiness of character, and a sense 
of independence that made him scorn to practise those name
less and almost insensible meannesses which generally gain 
favour amongst courts and princes: but what Picchena spumed 
was sought with avidity by the less scrupulous Cioli of Cor
tona, a man described as being without study, parts, or merit, 
but full of cunning and all that low subtlety of character 

• Sir Robert Dudley appean to have the "Gali:a!Yra," which resembled 
been coufounded by Italian writers the Galleae, the "Prtgata," the 
with his father and namesake tho " GalerO'TIIJ," the " Gakrota," and 
famous Earl of Leicester, who waa lllao the "Paua- Volante." (Vide Char
Earl of Warwick. He IM'eme to have nock'1 HiBt. Marim Archituturr, 
been endowed with great talents for vol. ii., p. 177.) His great work wns 
ship-building and engineering, and pro- called, "Del Arcano ~l Mare," and 
posed no lees than seven different being created a· prince of the empire 
epeciee of construction, namely: the he took the title of Duke of Northum
.. (]aJlum," the " Rambargo," (a berland. 
species of light frigate or "pinnace"), 
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which flourishes so well in a courtly atmosphere. He had 
once served Vinta and thence slid into favour with Fer
dinand, but still more thoroughly established himself in the 
good graces of Christina, and finally gained a complete ascend
ancy over the young wife of Cosimo whose inftuence raised him 
to the height of power. Picchena kept him in cheek while he 
lived, but Cosimo was weak, and like his father attending exclu
sively to foreign politics left all domestic government to his 
ministers without such sasacity in his choice. 

The death of Don Francesco in May 1614 spread grief 
through the court, and the extreme danger of Cosimo 

A.D. 1111'- h" If h • . uld bear th . 1 tmSe , w ose constitution co not e vto ent 
effects of a marsh fever, threw all Tuscany into alarm while it 
left him an invalid for the rest of his days. The dispute about 
.Monferrato though lulled was not yet over, because neither 
Spain nor Savoy would be the first to disarm ; wherefore hosti
lities were subsequently renewed, to which Tuscany reluctantly 
became a party by virtue of Cosimo the First's obligation to 
defend Milan with four thousand men, but after much diffi
culty and remonstrance half that number were sent and the 

rest made up in money. By the mediation of France 
A.D. 1616. 1 d d •- . . J 61" 1 . peace was cone u e at .n.~~ti m une 1 "• eavmg 
the question of Monferrato to imperial decision: but at this 
time another quarrel bad arisen between Austria and V eniee 
about the " Uscocchi" a rooe of fugitives, as the name is said to 
import, from Bosnia, Croatia and other places. They were 
settled by the Emperor Ferdinand I. on the northern coast of 
the Adriatic and soon grew into power riches and naval skill 
by continually cruising against the Turks; but Venice as queen 
of the Adriatic felt far from disposed to tolerate such intruders, 
and a treaty with the protecting house of Austria was intended 
to bridle them, a thing more easily resolved than executed, 
for the whole force of Venice had been directed against them 
without commensurate success. This caused a declaration of 
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war against that state by the Uscocchi's protectm A.rehduke 
Ferdinand of Austria, which being promoted by Spain seemed 
likely to involve Italy, where the only real independent powers 
were Venice and the Duke of Savoy. A book appeared at this 
time called " Tlu Scnainy of Venetian Liberty," endeavouring 
to prove Venice dependent on Germany, which coupled with 
the advent of haughty and ambitious Don Pedro de 'l'oledoas 
Govemor of Milan, argued a secret understanding between the 
two court&. and Spain's determination to reduce Italy under 
her rule. The treaty of Asti left all parties armed, uneasy, and 
prompt to begin hostilities ; and the French General D 
L a.t;...,.,; had rd march Sa ' • A. • l8l8. e~ ... eres o ere to to voy s a&Blst- · 
ance : France however endeavoured to maintain peace between 
that atate and Milan, and Coeimo was charged by the em· 
peror to reconcile Venice with the Archduke or Austria. 
The succours of Lesdiguieres and the open correspondence 
between Venice and Savoy showed Don Pedro that the peace 
of Asti was a cobwab and that the first brush should be in· 
stantly made by invading Piedmont ; he therefore demanded 
the COIIVentional aid from Tuscany which was finally compen· 
sated by the payment of 80,000 crowns a month, to the great 
discontent of Cosimo who insisted that until Milan itself was 
invaded he had no right to send a man. France and Spain were 
then united ; yet Lesdiguieres advanced to the aid of Savoy the 
enemy of Spain, and on Savoy Don Pedro de Toledo made war 
almost by virtue of his own authority as Govemor of Milan : 
the Venetians assisted Savoy, and were opposed by Spain while 
the Spanish ambassador still resided amicably at Venice ; and 
yet openly abetted the " UBCocchi," who under the protection of 
the Archduke of Austria were successfully warring against her ! 
Such was the power or royal lieutenants in those days when 
kingly squabbles more resembled a street brawl than a move· 
ment for any real or imagined national interest : yet, however 
puerile and perplexed were such disputes, civilization and 
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humanity suffered as much and more than if they had involved 
the greatest political interests of the world. 

Cosimo who was paying dearly for a war in which he had 
neither sympathy nor personal interest had been trying hard to 
keep the peace for his own sake, but finding his efforts usele88 
and feeling secure in the protection of Spain, he attended more 
to domestic affairs, especially his commerce and marine. The 
indefatigable Ingherami was still admiral, and had the good 
fortune to surprise the annual tribute ship bound from Alex
andria to Constantinople with a cargo, besides slaves, amount
ing to 1,000,000 of crowns: on this occasion four hundred 
and twenty Christian captives were liberated and marched in 
triumph through the streets of Florence with the victorious 
commander at their head, who received rewards and honours 
from the sovereign as he laid the Turkish banners at his feet. 
Cosimo now aimed at a match between a Tuscau princess and 
Philip III.; the latter bad been sometime a widower, and Lerma 
was not averse to choose a queen who believing her exaltation 
due to him might afterwards become useful, an idle hope be
cause the burden of gratitude is that which in general is least 
easily home after expectation dies. Savoy was now out of the 
question ; and by the aid of priests, ministers, and royal con
fessors, a Medician princess was selected in preference to any 
other: Philip however being still undecided in his wish to many, 
requested that Christina would reserve one of her two eldest 
daughters free in case he should require a wife, and give the 
other to the Duke of Mantua who had already asked for her. 
The Princess Caterina was accordingly married to Gonzaga, in 
the carnival of 1617, Eleonora being reserved for Spain, and 
thus were these princesses sold like chickens to the most pro-

mising customer. Toledo's heavy demands for the 
A.D. 1617• defence of Milan were not all that Cosimo had to 
withstand ; the Duke of Ossuno also insisted on the coopera
tion of his galleys against the Dutch fleet, which bad just 
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entered the Mediterranean in aid of V eniee ; but the Grand 
Duke positively refused this even at the risk of offending so 
formidable a neighbour 88 the Viceroy of Naples. The murder 
of Concino Marquis d'Anere at Paris and the execntion of his 
wile Eleonora Dori 88 a witch, with the confinement of Queen 
Mary herself bad entirely changed the 88pect of courtly affairs 
in France, and the new favourite Luines, a descendant of the 
Florentine Abbati, suoceeded to the money the rank and the ' 
influence of his hapless predecessor. Louis XIII. imagined 
that he himself reigned, but Luines like Lerma directed all, 
and for the same reasons wished to remain at peace ; yet be 
pushed on succours from Provence, and war still raged in Lom
bardy while these ministen were negotiating. Peace was finally 
concluded on the sixth of September at Madrid with nearly the 
same conditions 88 at Asti for Savoy and Spain; and 88 in the 
treaty of 1612 for Venice and Austria; so that no war need have 
taken place and great national misery might have been spared. 
But though Italy rejoiced in this peace the Spanish lieutenants 
Toledo and Ossuna, who acted more like independent 

. han 'bl . . dis A.D. 1618. sovere1gns t respoD81 e mmisten, were not • 
posed to execute it, and indignation became general : Cosimo 
W88 alarmed not only by this delay but by the conduet of 
Louis XIU. who at three days' notice had sent the Tuscan 
ambsssador out of France for corresponding with the queen
mother, for his relationship with Concini, and for other sub
jects of dispute with the Grand Duke on naval matten. 
This W88 however amieably arranged and the obnoxious Bar
tolini succeeded by the Cavaliere Guidi with instructions to 
urge a strict execution of the late treaty and the recall of 
Toledo and Ossuna by Spain : the former was accordingly 

• replaced by the Duke of Feria, but the latter with Bedmar at 
Venice, W88 still permitted to remain, although their hatred to 
that state was the principal eause of disregat'ding the peace. 
The consequence was, or was asserted to be, a conspiracy to 
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surprise and burn Venice, murder the whole Senate, and amri
~ the republic: OssUDa and Bedmar were accused u 
the authors, a number of unfortunate people were executed ; a 
foil relation of the conspiracy was published, an~ solemn thanks
givings offered up to Heaven for the public ealvation ; yet the 
whole plot was doubted like that of Parma, and believed to be 
a fabrication to inculpate the Spaniards I The court of France, 
which had an interest in believing it, was the first to doubt, 
and their ambassador even remonstrated with the Doge of 
Venice on the subject : Philip, ae was to be expected, reproved 
Gritti the Venetian ambassador at Madrid for the calumny, but; 
the Venetians of course were constant in maintaining the reality 
of the plot, which however still remains unproved ; for the 
labours of Daru although bearing every mark of veracity have 
not yet succeeded in convincing the world of the extent of 
Venetian wickedness *. 

Peace was not attended by tranquillity, and an universal 
ferment still maintained the public mind in suspense and 
anxiety, because without taking any part in kingly quarrels for 
themselves, the people were no less sufferers by the calamities 
of war. Mantua, Milan, Naples, were all either secretly at 
work to avoid, or openly refusing to accomplish the conditions 
of peace : the Duke of Lerma was made a Cardinal and ha.d at 
last fallen from royal favour, the imbecile Philip endeavouring 
to rule alone : spirits were boiling up in France, and Germany 
was troubled by the revolt of Bohemia against its king, Fer
dinand of Austria, and the agitation of the Protestants : the 
Emperor Mathias was fast going, and Ferdinand in addition to 
rebellion saw a strong opposition preparing to exclude him from 
the empire. He had no resources and applied to Cosimo for. 
assistance, who was not wanting : funds were provided, a regi
ment of cavalry was raised in Germany and joined by three 
Tuscan officers, one of whom the Cavaliere Ottavio Piccolomini 

• Muratori, Annali.-Dan1 Hist. de Veni•~.-Gnlluv.i. J,ib. vi•, C1lfl . vo. 
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became celebrated in the anua1s of Austria. The rapacity of 
Luines had disgusted France ; the queen-mother, long a state 
prisoner at Blois, began to excite pity ; a design formed by the 
Abbe Rucellai, the Duke d'Epemon, and others, and clandes
tinely assisted by Cosimo, succeeded in releasing and conduct
ing her to AngoulAme where she was soon surrounded by the 
favourite's enemies; and as Louis was further alarmed by the 
movements of the Huguenots be refrained from openly attack
ing his mother and her party. Cosimo before be mixed in this 
plot consulted theologians about its legitimacy ; but even after 
a conviction of its rectitude he would have belied his race had 
he executed it without an intrigue ; wherefore in the very beat 
of the conspiracy be despatched a monk openly to Blois for the 
purpose of publicly exhorting Mary to quiet resignation and 
obedience to her son ! The Pontiff and Philip III. interfered 
as mediators, and Louis was finally induced by Cardinal de Ia 
Roobefoucault to grant an amnesty for all past offences and allow 
of the Queen's honourable retum; not however before she bad 
escaped from an attempt to blow her up in the castle of An
gouleme I The banished Florentines of her party were then 
permitted to return, and Bartolini resumed his former station 
at the court of Louis. 

The Elector Palatine's assumption of the Bohemian throne 
and the difficulties of the new emperor Ferdinand II. 

ted 'th li . . F d cal A.D. 1619' were so connec Wl re gron m ranee, an cu-
lated to inspire 80 much confidence and even audacity in the 
Huguenots that both Louis and Philip resolved to support the 
house of Austria in Germany ; but on seeing this the 
Duk f S . .A.D. laD. 

e o avoy at once shifted from the adverse party 
and offered his personal service with twelve thousand men to 
the emperor, on the sole condition of being declared the only 
king in Italy. The contract of marriage concluded in 16HI 
between the Prince of Piedmont and Christina second daughter 
of Henry IV. had connected him with that family and he now 
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offered Ferdinand his own second daughter with an enormous 
fortune to aooomplieh this object of ambition. Such pros
pects of exaltation alarmed Cosimo for his own independen~. 
which alarm he endeavoured to oommunicate to Spaia on 
account of Milan, and at the same time offered one of his 
sisters with a large dower and a large loan to the Emperor to 
neutralize the proposal of Savoy and induce Ferdinand to grant 
him the investiture of Piombino the oonst.ant object of Medician 
ambition, and as constantly opposed by Spain. Neither project 
succeeded on account of Philip's opposition who feared to ex
asperate the Duke of Savoy whom he had managed to disengage 
from both Venice and Bolland : between Spain and the former 
Cosimo was allowed to mediate, and Ossuna being reealled and 
Venice freed from his intrigues and hostilities, she promised in 
return no longer to assist the rebellious snbjects of Austria. 
In France the apprehensions of Mary and Luines in antagonist 
action prevented her appearance at court, and finally compelled 
her to arm, but without any offensive movement. Louis XIII. 
called in the Grand Duke of Tuscany as a peacemaker, and by 
the subtlety of Bartolini and Riehelieu Bishop of Lucon, who 
favoured Luines, she was persuaded to disarm and repair to 
court where natural affections resumed their force and all ended 
in a complete reconciliation. 

A cruel exterminating religious war ftamed forth about this 
period against the Orisons, through whose country Spain wanted 
to establish a permanent communication between Milan and 
Germany : the inhabitants opposed this ; it was the only pass 
for their French allies into Italy, and they were on the eve of 
an alliance with Venice the enemy of Spain, whose territory 
bordered on their own. Spain persisted ; religion was made 
the pretence for war ; the pope interfered ; the most shocking 
cruelties and dreadful persecutions were committed, and the 
wretched people suffered the combined miseries of a religions, 
political, and aggressive warfare ! The Grand Duke was em-
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ployed by Pope Paul V. as a mediator between France and 
Spain, but that pontiff's death called off his attention to the con
clave and the poor Grisons were still butchered with impunity•. 

Cardinal Ale88andro Ludoviso of Bologna was elected Pope 
on the ninth of February 1621 by the name of Gre-

x d •\.- . hth . II h A.D.ll!2l. gory V. an on ....., twenty-eig Cos1mo . w ose 
health had been long suffering died of inflammation on the 
lungs to the regret of every class of his subjects. He seems 
to have been a prince of gentle character, clement tolerant and 
cheerful, with a friendly and IOcial disposition, some literature, 
and a strong inclination to national peace and tranquillity, not 
only for TUIIC8.Dy but tllroughout Europe : without much talent 
he acted on several OCCIU!ionll both prudently and boldly, and 
though devoted to peace he showed himself prompt and ener
getic when a demonstration of military force became necessary, 
and was as free from duplicity as could then be fairly expected 
from a monarch and a Medici. He promoted hilarity even when 
disease rendered him incapable of sharing it, for he liked to see 
otllers merry: he encouraged arts and literature with all the taste 
if not all the talent of his- race ; and for the more important 
affairs of sta.U! he relied principally on Picchena, whose qualities 
he had the good senBe to discern and appreciate, but in less 
important matters allowed both wife and mother to interfere. 
Cosimo's principal object having been peace, no great calamity 
troubled his reign, and to his honour be it recorded, he lived 
without the bate and died witll the regret of his people. 

Much good sense was shown in the disposition of his will, 
except in one important point, the leaving two weak and ordi
nary women to conduct the government; nor perhaps was it a 
lesser imprudence to suppose that a dead sovereign's testament 
would be respected beyond what suited the expediency of the 
governing powers, if tllere were no superior authority to guaran
te!l its execution. Cosimo II. died in tlle tllirteenth year of his 

* Muratori, Annali, Anni 1620-1621.-Botta, Storla d'ltalia, Lib. xix. 
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reign at the age of thirty-two leaving Tuscany altogether more 
flourishing than at any other period of the monarchy ; it then 
began to decay, and continued in a state of •deterioration until 
the reign of Peter Leopold of Austria, when a more permanent 
moral and political regeneration commenced and has in a great 
measure continued to the present moment, without however 
carrying out to their full extent the more liberal notions of that 
patriotic, beneficent and philosophical sovereign. 

Cosimo left five sons and two daughters : Ferdinand II. suc
ceeded him at eleven years of age, under the tutelage and regency 
of his grandmother Christina of Lorraine and the young Grand 
Duchess Maria Maddalena of Austria : they were assisted by a 
council of four ministers to which the princes of the blood were 
to be admissible as private members, except when in the service 
of a foreign state. The salary of each counsellor was limited 
to 2000 crowns, and no foreigner was to hold any office of state 
or even of domestic service in the court. No resident ambas
sador from any country was to be suffered in Florence ; those of 
France, Spain, and the Empire being more expressly excluded. 
It was also forbidden by Cosimo's testament to receive any 
fugitive prince in Tuscany even though a relation of the regent
esse& ; he prohibited all private trade by either, as well as the 
opening of his treasure-vaults except to pay the marriage por
tion of a princess or to administer public aid in times of general 
calamity *. The penalty for infringing these orders was depriva
tion of office as his children's guardians; and the Senate was 
charged with the duty of watching over their execution. But 
how vain is the authority of a council appointed by the crown, 
to control its own source of power, the throne itself! All Cosi
mo's restrictions disappeared like cobwebs before the broom 
of the housemaid, and Tuscany very soon began to feel the 
influence of a weak f~male government. Cosimo II. left two 

* Diario della CittA di Firenze, dall' (anonymona) bnt apparently of ~ 
anno 1613, fino all' aono 1635, MS. time. 
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brothers, the Cardinal Carlo de' Medici and Don Lorenzo, for 
Don Francesco had died in 1614: and also two sisters, Claudia 
and Maddalena. : his sons and daughters were Ferdinando ; 
Giorgio Carlo ; Mattias, Francesco, Leopoldo, Anna and Mar· 
gherita. ; the eldest son was ten years old and the princess 
Margaret was already betrothed to Odoardo Farnese prince of 
Parma. Don Antonio and Don Giovanni de' Medici still lived, 
but not long after Cosimo, and of the latter we shall again have 
OCC88ion to speak. 

CoTI:KPOJWtY Sonu10•e.-Eogl&Dd: Jamee I., K!Dg of Gft&t Britain 
aad Imland.-France: Henry IV. until 1610; then Louie XIII.- Spain, 
Nap1ee and Sicily: Philip III.-German Emperor: Rodolph II. until1612; 
t2te1l Matloiu UBti1 1619; then Ferdinand H.-Sultan: Aehmet.-Popee : 
Paul V. (.Borgheee) until 1621; tlten Gregory XV. (Lu<loviai).-Portupl. 
eubject to Spain.-Rebellion of Bohemia 1618, and beginning of the "Thirty 
Yean' War," 1619.-Frederie Elector Palatine King of Bohemie.-PI'UIIia 
and Brandenburgh united under John Sigi•mund.~!Je William Elector of 
Branden burgh in 1619~In R011ie the Ho1110 of Romanoff dominant in 161 S. 
-Republic al IC'JIIlit. in Panpay, 1610. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

PROM A. D. lUI TO A. D. 1137. 

-
FERDINAND II. 

QBARD DUD OP TUSC.t.JIT, 

Two weak untalented and bigoted women suddenly invested 
with power and riches were likely to do evil, and the 

first act of government showed their lightness : 
A.D. tat. because Ferdinand I. had been ably se"ed by one 
Archbishop of Pisa the strange r41solution was taken of always 
having an Archbishop of Pisa amongst the counsellors of 
state ; and a Medici who then happened to occupy that see 
was accordingly introduced as a member of the regency. 
Count Orso D'Elci, Nieeolo dell' Antella, and Marchese Fab
brizio Colloredo were the others, the Marquis del Monte 
afterwards replacing the last : Piechena and Cioli were made 
secretaries of state, the first for foreign affairs, the last 
for the home department. Being independent of each other 
they communicated directly with the regentesses, and over the 
minds of two such women the cunning of Cioli soon established 
an influence denied to the rougher sense and honesty of 
Peechena. The new government was not long in exhibiting 
its real character, or the people in feeling it: moved by 
the spirit of deceitful and nominal reform they commenced 
with petty retrenchments bearing hard on the weak and power
less while Cosimo'srecommendations were neglected. Intrigue, 
vengeance, unlawful power and influence, all burst into action 
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amongst the members of a numerous cabinet exclusively 
directed by females : old ministers were pushed from their 
stations by new favourites, especially by churchmen those inevit
able leaders of. silly women; vanity as usual assuming the 
guise of piety, solaced and indulged itself, while sincerity and 
integrity were silently condemned. Not only was there no 
treasure added to the public stock but that which Cosimo had 
pronounced sacred, except on public emergencies, was lavishly 
squandered, and proYed of how little force is any dead man's 
testament· without some superior authority to enforce it. Fer
dinand I. had calculated on a surplus revenue of 800,000 
crowns and Cosimo II. had not increased the expenses, but all 
was engulfed in the reckless improvidence of his wife and 
mother, and unattended by any public relief. The marriage con
tracted in 1609 between Claudia daughter of Ferdinand I. and 
the Prince of Urbino was now solelllldzed and that duchy allied 
to Tuscany which its confines already touched. Situated in the 
heart of Italy between &magna. LaMarca, Umbria, Tuscany, 
and the Adriatic, and comprising about forty miles of latitude with 
about a hundred of longitude, it was well placed in connection 
with Tuscany for preyenting any communication between the 
two extremes of that peninsula. and consequently had ever 
been an object of interest to Florence. These nuptials were 
followed almost immediately by the death of Don Giovanni of 
Medicis natural son of the first Cosimo, who appears to have been 
a scientific and able soldier with considemble inftuence and 
popularity ; but this did not prevent the immediate spoliation 
of his widow and children by the mpacity and vindictive pride 
of the regentesses. He had married a woman of no rank after 
the regular dissolution of a forced marriage with her former 
husband, but by their intrigues this was now declared legiti
mate, Giovanni's subsequent nuptials null, and consequently his 
offspring spurious. Both widow and ohildren, after complete 
spoliation, were persecuted with implacable cruelty by these 
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two proud rapacious women and an insatiable court, all equally 
intent on plunder I Bandied about from prison to convent the 
unhappy creature at last expired of pure and heartless persecu
tion, infticted by female malignity, supported by papal infamy, 
by priestly cunning, sycophants, and dishonest lawyers*. 

Philip III. of Spain died in March 162lleaving the shell 
of that royalty which he had occupied, to his son Philip IV. 
who with even less intellect added youth and inexperience 
to Spanish misfortune. Another band of favourites succeeded, 
amongst whom Don Baltasar de Zuiiiga and his nephew the 
Count-duke Olivarez 888Umed the lead, for the Cardinal-duke 
of Lerma, the firmest supporter of the Medieian dynasty at the 
Spanish court, had already retired and died in obscurity t. By 
the united exertions of Pope Gregory and ti888ompiere the 
French ambassador at Madrid coupled with those of a Medici 
Archbishop of Pisa, the V alteline horrors were arrested, and 
with due regard to the Roman Catholic faith, that province was 
awarded to the Grisons: but a treaty in the cabinet and its ex
ecution are not always identical; this one dissatisfied all parties 
and none more than the Grisons themselves, who continued 
hostilities but were finally overcome by the Duke of Feriat. 

Meanwhile the imbecility of Tuscan government had already 
destroyed its weight in foreign cabinets, and a dispute about 
Eleonora Concini's property almost caused a rupture with France 
had not the death of Luines and the re-aseendancy of Queen 

Mary restored tranquillity. The Tuscan regency alive 
A.D. lS22. • aJm ·n1 d d . all to 1ts own we ess, v& y en eavoure to umte the 
Italian princes in one league, but failed because V eniee would not 

* " DiiCOI'IO del Sig". Coaimo Baron- Don Gio'V&Dni de' Medici." (Jl
celll fatto a enoi figlioli dove e'intende ICript tn che .Atltllor'1 ~)
Ia Vita di Don Giovanni de' Medici Galluzzi, Lib. vi., p. 36. 
figlio natarale del Gran Duca Cosimo + Tbeee minieten are celebrated in 
I•. con Ia Morte di Concino Concini Gil Bias, a work which a native only 
e della Dionora Bolli (Eleonora Dori) eonid bave originally written. 
eua moglie e della Signora Laija :%: Muratori, Annali, Anno 1621. 
(Livia) V errau.i moglie del eudetto 
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include Spain, and the pope solely intent on family aggrandize
ment feared to affront her by admitting this exclusion. Prince 
FredericofU rhino soon died from the effects of debauchery, where
fore to secure the connection and ultimate inheritance of that 
duchy a marriage was contracted between Victoria the infant 
daughter of his widow Claudia and her cousin Ferdinand II. 
The Church claimed this duchy on the strength of King 
Pepin's pretended endowment and other remote titles, A.D. 1623. 

besides protections and acts of sovereignty, which according to 
ecclesiastical writers proved it to be a fief of the Church : and 
its reversion to the family of Pope Julius II. was not forgotten 
though occurring by adoption alone and consequently against the 
ecclesiastical pretensions. The oont.raei of marriage was neTer
tbeless concluded and Claudia with her infant daughter returned 
to Florence, bringing at least on parchment, the whole inherit
ance of Urbmo as a dowry, at the grandfather's death. 

Gregory XV. died in August 1628 and was succeeded by 
Urban VIII. of the Florentine family of Barberini, but origi
nally from Semifonte whence they removed after the subjuga
tion of that state by the latter in 1202 *· He was still fresh 
in years but stale in dissimulation, injustice, and heartless 
ambition, and immediately marked the feeble Urbino for his 
own : the hooded snakes of the Vatican soon wound themsel'fes 
so artfully round that aged doting prince as to extract a declara
tion that all the Urbanese dominions should ultimately deyol'fe 
to the Church. The instant this point was gained Urban •• 

ed th fro . th ak d sill A.D. 16 ... mov troops to e ntier, e we an y 
regentesses were dismayed, their ministers duped, and a com
pletely successful intrigue delivered the rights and property of 
two defenceless children entirely into the pontiff's hands. This 
hypocrite kept the octogenarian duke continually encircled and 
tormented by cunning priests, who squeezed even the allodial 
property from his expiring grasp while the imbecile regentesses 

• Platina, Vito de' Papl, p. 736. 
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were Satterecl with papal compliments and clerical adulation. 
The unhappy duke in vain implored these tormentom to let 
him die in peaoe I To his death they had no objection, but 
not in tranquillity, or until all his property was firmly secured 
to the pontift'! No time could ba'fe been more fayourable to 
the designs of an ambitious pope, for the V alteline paaaes bad 
been placed in his charge by the second treaty of .Madrid, and 
following the maxims of Philip II. the Spanish cabinet was 
averse to any aggrandizement of an Itslian prince, besides being 
in want of the pontiff's aid in settling a marriage then in pro
gress between the Infanta and Charles Prince of Wales : the 
emperor also needed Pope Urban's aasistance against the Pro
testants ; but Venice would willingly ha'fe interfered to stop 
thls spoliation bad not the Tuscan regency deprecated war and 
above all things dreaded ecclesiastical censures •. 

In France the power of Richelieu hourly augmented and no 
man was better acquainted with European interests, wherefore 
seeing the dangers of a free intercourse between Spain and 
Austria by the Valteline, he with Urban's secret conninnce ex
pelled the Spanish garrisons and occupied all the paases of that 
country. The pope's dissimulation, sorrow, and open invectives 
against Richelieu deceived nobody ; his object was to favour 
France at the expense of Spain which he bated, and having 
accomplished this he quietly offered his mediation to both : 
Tuscany at Philip's request also joined him in the latter, but 
both sides ostensibly prepared for war although Ricbelieu, intent 
on suppressing the Huguenots, was indisposed to attack Spain, 
and on this she counted. The Duke of Savoy armed too, but in 
good earnest ; and after persuading Richelieu to join him in a 
project to conquer and partition Genoa, he threatened the 
.Milanese and thus gave the Duke of Feria a pretext for d&
man~g succours from Tuscany according to the treaty of 16 6 7: 

• Galluzzi, Lib. 'ri., cap. vii.-Muratori, Anno 1624.-Botta, Lib. xiL 
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but the regentesses were in bad humour with Spain for her 
conduct in the Urbino business, and also for refusing 

d D Lo d • Medi . h th A.D. 1625. a comman to on renzo e c1 w om ey 
desired to get rid of because his continual reproaches about 
that duchy annoyed them. A second marriage of Claudia 
Princess of Urbino, to the Archduke Leopold of Inspruck, 
tightened the chain which bound Tuscany to the house of 
Austria; and an overt attack on Milan, coupled with the invasion 
of Genoa by France and Savoy precluded any further denial 
of the demanded succours. Genoese courage with Spanish 
888istance repelled this abominable aggression, and a secret 
tzeaty between Louis XIII. and Philip IV. in March 1626 
confirmed the independence of that republic, left the V alteline 
passes free to France, and replaced the Grisons in the same 
condition as previous to 1617, the Catholic religion alone being 
tDlerated. 

This peace once more unfettered Tuscany, but the death 
of Duke Ferdinand of Mantua and the weakly and 
child! f his b th V. . d d A.D. 1626. ess state o ro er mceDZlo, engen ere 
new troubles: the French Duke of Nevers now became heir 
presumptive and raised Spanish jealousy : this occasioned an 
attempt to prove the validity of a former marriage of the late 
duke which had been annulled previous tD that with Caterina 
de' Medici Duchess of Mantua ; but the regentesses put a stop 
tD this proceeding and then made her governess of Siena, where 
she seems to have ruled well until carried oft' by the small-pox 
in 1629. Their weakness about Urbino had nearly destroyed the 
influence of Tuscany in the European cabinets, an influence 
beyond her natural level and hitherto maintained only by the 
talents or riches of the Medici. The Grand Duke 62 
was not yet of age : the Duke of Savoy after suddenly A.D. 1 7 • 

deserting France had again joined Spain, and the latter knew 
that in the existing state of feeling between Charles Emanuel 
and th~ . Medici the friendship of one would be secured by 
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alightiug or quarreling with the other. Advantage was always 
taken of this to promote Spanish objects, and Spain's close 
connection with Florence prevented Richelieu from uniting 

• French and Tuscan interests even had the government been 
88 powerful 88 it was despicable ; but seeing this new alliance 
and that the Emperor had overcome his enemies, the regency 
looked anxiously to him for support. 

Vincenzio Duke of Mantua died in December 1627 leaving 
his dominions to the Duke of Nevers son of Lodovioo Gon
zaga his grandfather's brother : this prince had married the 
heiress of N even and settled in France, but his eldest son the 
Duke of Rhetel arrived at Mantua just before Vincenzio 's death 

and took possession of the inheritance. Spain and 
A.D. l8ll8. S } . . dis b' thi . d avoy ost no time m tur mg s succes8lon an 
France was ready to support it, but meanwhile the Emperor filled 
Italy with fear and wonder by assuming to himself the power of 
giving away both Mantua and Monferrato as if they had devolved 
to the empire. Venice resolved to 88Bist the Duke of N even, 
and the pope sent a nuncio to restore tranquillity : Rhetel, 
having procured a dispensation, married his cousin Maria only 
child of Duke Francis, for whom the title and domains:ofMon
ferrato had been claimed as a female fief of the empire : by 
this marriage tlle succession to both states was made dear, had 
that suited the interests of other princes*· Ferdinand of Tus
cany having now nearly completed his eighteenth year, deter
mined to travel before he began the labours of royalty, so 
after receiving some mortifications at Rome from the insolent 
pride of the Barberini, he visited Germany and endeavoured 
to terminate the Mantuan dispute with his uncle the Emperor 
Ferdinand II. Being unsuccessful, he returned home and 
assumed the government without depriving the two grand 
duchesses of all authority. A marriage between his sister 
Margaret and Edward Duke of Parma terminated a family 

* Muratori, Anno 1627.-Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. viii., p. 77. 
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fewi and united their int~rests, for both ~ere weary of Spanish 
domination and sought only a fair occasion to free themselves. 
The Grand Duke especiaily, began to feel the treaty of 1657 an 
intolerable burden for which the duchy of Siena was a poor re- • 
compense, not only involving Florence, as it did, in all the vicis
situdes of Spanish politics, and all the burdens. of war without 
its profits ; but binding her in absolute slavery to Spain, a yoke 
entailed on his family, who had become little more than vassals 
to insolent Spanish governors. Don Gonzales de Cordova viceroy 
of Milan demanded the usual succours on occasion of the Man
tuan quarrel in' which Spain was the aggressor ; but Ferdinand 
peremptorily refused them, and even drew closer to France by 
congratulating Richelieu on the capture of Rochelle ; he in fact 
sought assistance from France against the calumnies of Charles 
Emanuel at Madrid, by whom all his actions were painted in the 
darkest and most revolting colours. Richelieu's spirit had roused 
up the French court and infused new life into its coun-
-!,_ b his . fl d th Al . d A.D. 1629. UUCI; y In uence an army crosse e ps, occupte 
Susa, and forced Savoy to a capitulation which arrested hostili
ties in Montferrat ; but while this awaited the confirmation of 
Philip, a German army descended by the V alteline and occupied 
all the Mantuan territory before Nevers was aware even of the 
imperial movement. This made Richelieu doubt the treaty of 
Susa being ratified, wherefore he endeavoured to form an 
Italian league and sent a minister to Florence for that pur
pose; but by producing the treaty of 1557 Ferdinand showed 
that however well inclined, a position of rigid neutrality was 
all he could then promise. Nevertheless he himself was dis
posed to exhibit a more decided conduct but was restrained 
by female influence, which yet partially held him in leading
strings: a lease of the Elba iron· mines taken by Francis I . 
for ninety years from James VI. Prince of Piombino in 
15 77 was about tllis time most arbitrarily resumed by Spain, 
and in connection with other injustices relating to that fief had 



432 (1100a m. 

so much exuperated Ferdinand that prudence alone prevented 
a close and declared alliance with France. War, pestilence, 
and famine once more began to threaten Italy, and every state 

• intent alone on ita own welfare endeavoured to stave off these 
misfortunes. The Grand Duke armed all his militia and en
comp888ed T~Wl&Dy with a band against the two first, while his 
treasures induced France and the Levant to pour in their 
granaries against the last, and his ministers were everywhere 
peacemakers; but neither reason, nor justice, nor even humanity, 
unaccompanied by force or interest, ever incline monarchs 
to peace. The inexperienced head, the weakened states, and 
the feeble coansellors of Ferdinand caused a trimming inde
cisive policy : good friends with the Emperor, bating and hated 
by Spain, and courted by France, he adopted half measures 
with all and pleased none. Compelled to be on the alert and 
constantly armed, be aimed at a neutrality amongst greater 
powers, forgetting that like a child in a crowd he would proba
bly be crushed in the seuftle. The German invasion was met 
by a second inroad of the French, while Spain reenforced her 
powers from suspicions of Savoy, and sent the Marquis Spinola 
to take the command in Lombardy. Ferdinand meanwhile 
advised Nevers to conciliate the Emperor and save his domi
nions, offering himself as a mediator ; but the mediation alone 
was accepted, for Nevers trusting to Riehelieu and German 
wars would make no concessions ; and that minister while he 
crushed the Huguenots at home assisted the German Protest
ants to revolt, and even descending into Italy enabled Nevers 

again to invade the Milanese and Spinola to call for 
.A.D. 1630' b T ill' . hi h b ~ 1 1 t e usean aux anes, w c y 1ema e counse were 
coupled with a loan of 1>00,000 crowns to the court of Spain. 
Richelieu deeming this a strange sort of neutrality remon
strated, but was soothed by the assurance that such suooours 
were merely in execution offormer treaties and should never be 
employed against France, while to Philip IV. Ferdinand declared j. 
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that they were marks of pure respect to the house of Austria 
and quite uncalled for by the treaty of Siena ! The French 
meanwhile overran Piedmont and the Germans Mantua; they 
took the capital and for three days gave it up to plunder 
and destruction : its Duke fied to Venice, and plague and 
famine completed the misery of that hapless city ! The 
wretched people were slaughtered plundered and dishonoured 
because a debauched sovereign happened to die childless, and 
to such accidents is human welfare subject, while we still con
tinue to call ourselves rational and civilized beings ! 

Cosimo II. 's death seems to have been the epoch of perma
nent decay in Tuscany: a long minority, an imbecile govern
ment, a penetrating priesthood, a lavish expenditure combined 
with other extraneous causes, all tended to accelerate her de
cline. Dutch and Englishmen had monopolized Spanish and 
Portuguese commerce, and their improving manufactures bad 
beaten Italian fabrics from the market, so that a painful cessa
tion of the once busy workshops of Tuscany was the consequence : 
the Leghorn commerce had shifted hands, and strangers now 
exclusively exercised those trades that were wont to enrich 
Tuscany by the enterprise of her native population. The 
Regency mistaking the cause and believing that to be ephemeral 
which was permanent and principally springing from a great 
revolution in the mercantile condition of Europe, endeavoured 
to remedy commercial languor by bounties and other silly 
attempts at forced encouragement which impoverish the com
munity without benefiting trade, except in some rare cases 
wher!3 capital only is required to set existing materials to work. 
As trade fell, mendicity augmented, and the taxes were partly 
paid back in alms to the indigent at the expense of industry ! 
The heavy imposts of Cosimo I. and his sons were no longer 
within the nation's means; scanty crops added to the universal 
distress, because agriculture having been pressed forward with 
perhaps unnatural force by the Medici, could not maintain its 
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position without their aasistance after a falling trade began 
to impoverish the oountzy. Large sums were expended in 
grain by the government, but famine now stalked onward, fol· 
lowed by diseue, and men's minds became depressed; so that 
the whole population was prepared to receive the influence 
of a pestilence then devastating Lombardy and threatening 
a dismal union with its sister evils in TUBCany. E&rta 
were made to check its advance ; the false dicta of physicians 
were disseminated to allay terror and deceive the people, but 
by preventing care only assisted pestilence. In despite of 
every precaution it silently and invisibly entered Florence 
and mingled deeply with human life et"e many believed in its 
existence : six senators were ordered to superintend the distri· 
bution of money and provisions; 160,000 ducats were given to 
the poor of the wool and silk trades alone, and the private 
charity of individuals now began to awaken ; all wisely directed. 
not in mere donations, but useful works and agricultural 
labours*· People at last became convinced of the plague's 
actual presence, and immediately Lazzarettos were constructed, 
quarantine houses appointed, the city waa divided into districts, 
and every precaution taken to mitigate that scourge which could 
no longer be avoided. The grand-ducal treasury was liberally 
opened for public relief, but the compulsion used to make 
people enter Lazzarettos spread general terror ; each man 
hoped, and with reason to escape, while isolated in his own 
private dwelling, but all shrunk back with apprehension from 
the contagion of numbers within the circle of these death 
folds t- It was not until August that the most undoubted signs 
of plague began to appear and then continued throughout the 
autumn when a general quarantine was estshlished, every family 
however being permitted to take care of itself at home : the 
court retired into the fortress of Belvedere; but nobly disdaining 

• Diario della CittA di Firenze dall' Anno 16J3 fino aU' Anno 1635, MS. 
t Rondinelli, Relazione del Contagiono dell' Anni 1630 e 1633. 
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this shelter while the people were perishing, Ferdinand ani his 
brothers passed forth into the city and with hand and voice 
administered comfort to the sufferers * ! · For thirteen dismal 
months the pestilence raged in Florence and the shadow of death 
darkened every court and portico every palace and humbler 
dwelling of the town! Many thousands fled from the capital 
and its population was diminished by nearly seven thousand 
souls, besides those who perished in the country! In such times 
the Board of Health justly deprecated any distinction of persons, 
wherefore the convents were compelled to open both their 
doors and their purses to the convalescents, and it was 
especially urged that the mendicant orders who had been en
riched by public charity should now return a little of it to their 
benefactors. But this was denounced at Rome as impious, 
and though enforced at Florence, the health oflicers were ex
communicated, called sacrilegious violators of clerical immunity, 
ad indicated as objects of horror l The pontiff with some dim 
undefined feeling of shame, and what might possibly be due to 
suffering humanity, moderated the seutence and granted a 
final absolution, but with a salutary penance for so dark and 
dangerous an innovation. General anger burst forth, the 
people refused to accept absolution or acknowledge a censure, 
as unjust as the motive was infamous, and it needed all the 
sovereign's authority to restrain their indignation. The Board 
of Health demanded a hearing but Urban VIII. would listen to 
no explanation, they were commanded to implore his pardon· 
in public for having performed their duty to God and their 
neighbour, and moreover to compensate the monks for their 
outlay. Such is priestcraft t! 

In and within a mile of the city twelve thousand people died 
in thirteen months : few of the higher orders took the plague 
but almost all who did were doomed : amongst the wretched 

• ~ndinelli, Relazione del Contagione dell' Anni 1630 e 1633.-Diario della 
Citt& di Firenze, MS. t Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. viii. 
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ill-fed and needy poor its ravages were dreadful. According to 
Francesco Rondinelli an eye-witness, its violence in the begin· 
ning increased with the increasing moon, but towards the end 
the contrary ; becoming milder as she approached her full and 
more violent as she waned : at the autumnal equinox of 1630 
the sickness increased, and was worst iu November; at the 
winter solstice it began to decline, and in the following mid
summer had nearly disappeared ; but as the sun increased his 
distance, pestilence returned for several days with considerable 
violence. Another curious fact is that in many houses where 
the plague was introduced by servants, none of the gentlefolks 
caught it although served by the infected I And a woman called 
"SteUa" who attended the Lazzaretto of San Miniato, delivered 
no less than a thousand plague-struck women during the cala
mity without being infected, although almost all of them and 
their infants died*· 

The misfortunes then affiicting the Peninsula were partly dis-
sipated by Richelieu, who in conjunction with Venice 

A.D. 1631' raised such a stormy spirit in the north as kept the 
im periallegions employed beyond the Alps and gave soqte tran
quillity to Italy. In concert with and by his diplomacy Gustavus 
Adolphus King of Sweden now entered the lists, and distancing 
every competitor ran his brief race of military glory and tritmi.phed 
even in death. The same able statesman about this time put down 
a domestic eonspiracy between Duke Gaston of Orleans and his 
mother Maria de' Medici against himself, and compelled them to 
fly while he remained master of both king and people. Scorn
ing all religious distinctions except as political instruments, he 
made an alliance with Holland, seduced Bavaria from the 
emperor, and conciliated both Brandenburg and Saxony. Wal
stein fell by treachery ; Tilly was beaten from the field, and 
the great Gustavus was threatening even the emperor's dethrone-

• Rondinelli, Relazione del Contagione di Firenze, 1630 e 1633, p. 33. 
[Edition of 1634.] 
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ment when he fell victorious at Lutzen ! Charles Emanuel of 
Savoy died in 1630 and the treaty of Chierasco, made with his 
son Victor Amadeus and the emperor, restored peace to Italy: 
while it opened a passage over the Alps to France by the 
acquisition of Pinerola, and established the Duke of Nevers on 
the now desolate throne of Mantua, a ruined province with half 
it8 original territory. Francesco Duke of U rhino the last of 
the house of Rovere worn out by priestly torments expired 
in the castle of" Durante" at ~he age of eighty·two, and Pope 
Urban VIII. quietly occupied that duchy and Montefeltro in 
the name of the Church : the latter was an imperial fief but 
Ferdinand II. was then too much occupied in Germany to 
make any attempt at its retention*· Ferdinand after much 
litigation succeeded to his movable property with the allo
dial estates and some stray castles, all else was engulfed in 
the apostolical chamber and has ever since remained to the 
Church of Rome. The Grand Duchess Maria Maddalena with 
her sons Mathias and Francis about this period made a visit 
to the emperor for the purpose of managing Tuscan affairs 
at that court, but her death at Passau in November stOpped 
this project and relieved Richelieu from some uneasy doubts, 
while the escape of Queen Mary to Flanders gave Ferdinand 
an opportunity, on the pretext of mediation, to excuse his 
still openly assisting Spain when his inclinations were entirely 
with France. All this was received in good part by Richelieu, 
and Philip's refusal to sanction Don Carlo de' Medici's 

'th th p . f s . I' . h ki A.D. 1632' marriage WI e nncess o ug 1ano m t e ng-
dom of Naples, by which he lost a rich inheritance and richer 
prospects, still more exasperated Ferdinand. The rapid progress 
of Gustavus Adolphus and his intention to cross the Alps had 
alarmed Italy where Philip IV. unsuccessfully endeavoured to 
form a league against him and France: Urban however, decidedly 

• Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. iL, p. 102.-Muratori, Annali, Anno 1631. -
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favoured the latter, and Italian jealousy and interests were so 
clashing as to render any bond of union impossible. Tuscany sent 
arms, money, and the two Princes Mathias and Francis, with two 
German regiments to learn war under W alstein ; but the fatal 
battle of Lutzen with the death of Gustavus on the sixteenth 
November 1682 relieved every fear and lowered the pride of 
Richelieu. Philip IV. wishing to improve this occasion and drive 
the French altogether from Piedmont, endeavoured by means 
of honours and presents to flatter the Grand Duke into main
taining an army of six thousand men for two years in the 
Milanese ; but he in accepting the offerings declined their 
object, on account of his pledged neutrality and the wretched 
condition of his people. 

The plague had again appeared at Leghorn and was now 
rapidly penetrating into the interior ; Pisa, Lucca. 

A.D. !633. and Pistoia were already infected .and Volterra nearly 
depopulated : Florence was soon attacked with equal violence, 
and all the former rigours and precautions were renewed. 
The severe quarantine regulations disgusted many who had no 
faith in their efficacy ; commerce was once more arrested, and 
even the common intercourse of life almost entirely suspended : 
licentiousness triumphed, good order and security hid their 
heads, and superstition issued forth in all her glory. The 
Madonna dell' Impruneta was brought to Florence and carried 
through the city and neighbouring country, followed by dense 
crowds whose contact gave new vigour to pestilence and in
creased the evil which her presence was expected to remove. In 
·the manuscript journals of these unhappy days we find recorded. 
the most minute accounts of superstitious and religious cere
monies even to puerility (showing a melancholy state of in
tellectual abasement before the arts and pride of priestcraft) 
while the great Galileo's summons for the second ti~e before the 
&man Inquisition at the command of Urban VIII., is not even 
incidentally noticed : but su.ch writings stamp the charaeter 
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of the age, and its aspect is distressing. By a decree of the 
"Holy Office" as it was denominated this celebrated philOBO
pher then seventy years of age was dragged before the demons 
of priestly ambition (not of ignorance) for presuming to believe 
and teach that the Omniscient God had formed this universe 
according to the dictates of perfect wisdom; and for promulgating 
such belief without the sanction of the Bishop of Rome ! This 
glorious discoverer of some of nature's grandest secrets ~as 
ignominiously conducted to the same city where once a Pliny 
and a Cicero breathed, and compelled on his knees to deny the 
sublime results of an almost supernatural genius and that 
piercing intellect with which his Maker had endowed him for 
the purpose of enlightening the world ! The bitter jealousy of 
priests, especially the Jesuits, who thus saw a genuine philoSO
pher start into life and obscure the unreal physics of the 
schools, is said to have been the true cause of Galileo's perse· 
cution; and the character of " Simplicul" in his dialogues was 
taken by them for Pope Urban himself, who was a celebrated 
defender of the Aristotelian philosophy. This pontiff's enmity 
to the Medici and all they favoured whetted his malice, and 
accordingly on the twentieth of January 1633 Galileo Galilei 
old and infirm, in the most rigorous season, in the midst of 
plague, and consequently exposed to a long and painful qua:ran· 
tine on the ecclesiastical frontier, with the fate of Carnesecehi 
before him, began his melancholy journey a Victim to bigotry 
and princely turpitude! The Neapolitans to their honour 
would never admit the Inqnisition into that kingdom, and 
even the gloomy and cruel Spaniard was on this point com
pelled to cede something though but little, to public feeling : 
in Milan the fires of bigotry glared on Christian temples 
and changed their colouring to that of the Syrian Moloch : in 
Tuscany the Holy Office had full sway, and there as well as in 
Piedmont and the rest of Italy war between civil and ecclesi
astical jurisdiction was at its height; but the power of Urban 
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bore down · the weakness of royal opposition and trampled 
alrogether on man's intellectual dignity. Victor Amadeus of 
Savoy a weak and sickly prince, possessed the states and autho
rity but not the spirit of hie father, and, Nebucbadnezzar·like, 
commanded all the Protestants in Sal~ to become Roman 
Catholics within two months ! These were the times and this 
the spirit in which the venerable Tuscan sage was delivered into 
the hand of hie enemies ; to the mercies of a Barberini pope and 
a jealous implacable priesthood ! And it would be difficult to 
say whether the demand or the concession was most infamous! 
A Medici delivered over his friend Carnesecchi to certain death; 
a Medici consigned hie friend and master Galileo to unknown 
·J>ut certain punishment ; both were delivered up to exasperated 
enemies : the first was state policy and self-interest ; the second 
religious bigotry, youth, fear, and personal weakness: both were 
disgraceful : but if the infirmities of age and sickness and the 
fear of inquisitorial torture made the philosopher recant, the 
effect of spiritual terrors on a weak ill-educated mind may 
perhaps allow some pity to mingle with the expressions of deep 
execration so justly due to Ferdinand the Second of .Medicis. 
In June Galileo was allowed to return to Tuscany from his 
"Specie di piacevol pri.gi<meu *" as Muratori is pleased to de. 
nominate it, (for even he cannot entirely throw off the priestly 
garment) where after residing awhile under the care of Arch
bishop Piccolomini this great man was permitted to retire to a 
villa he possessed at Bellosguardo and finally to that of Arcetri 
near Florence where he died. " There it toaB," says Milton. 
"that I jourul arul vi8ited the famous Galileo, groum oltl, a 
"prisoner to the In~uisition." He must have been blind too, 
for that misfortune fell upon him in 1637, and Milton's visit 
was made in the following year, with all that kindred spiri' 
which helped to 

" Spread his name o'er lands and eeae, 
Whatever clime the sun's bright circle warms." 

• A aort of pleasing impriaonment. 
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The connection between Lorraine and Orleans in the late 
conspiracy drew down Richelieu's vengeance on the 
~ d him h d h A.D. lCIU. 10rmer an gave a pretext to occupy t at uc y : 
the duke and duchess escaped from Nancy in the disguise of 
beggars, and after a series of adventures arrived at Milan, and 
afterwards at Florence, where the Grand Duke received them 
hospitably along with the Duke of Guise then a refugee on 
account of the same conspiracy : but while her kinsmen were 
still in Florence the old Grand Duchess succeeded in having 
the marriage of Ferdinand with Vittoria of Urbino privately 
celebrated. This young princess bad been educated in a 
convent by her aunt Maria Christina de' Medici whence she 
issued an adept in all the trifling of a cloistral education and 
deeply imbued with its bigotry ; but ignorant of the common 
circumstances of life and impressed with a profound admiration 
for everything connected with the Church. This intellectual 
aberrancy bad afterwards a most pernicious effect on her son's 
education which in its turn generated an enervating and extremely 
noxious influence on national character. The marriage was soon 
followed by Don Francesco de' Medici's death of the plague, which 
then infected the imperial camp before Ratisbon, and in France 
by the uneasiness of Richelieu about Queen Mary's residence 
at Brussels coupled with the pity her misfortunes were beginning 
to excite at home ; wherefore he persuaded Gondi the Tuscan 
miuister to visit her privately while passing on other business 
through Flanders, and induce her if possible to retire into Tus. 
cany; but she would not resign the chances which national feeling 
at home and imperial success in Germany bad presented, and this 
success by giving heart to Spain obliged Richelieu to augment 
his means and if possible form alliances in Italy. Edward Duke 
of Parma, uneasy under Spauish control, followed the impulse 
of an independent spirit rather than the suggestious 
of political sagacity and openly declared for France; A.D. 1636' 

Ferdinand was more cautious; Richelieu endeavoured to gaiQ. 



him by promises of emancipation from Spanish thraldom and 
the cession of pro'rinoes to be conquered on the Tuscan fron
tier ; but weak and indecisive, he vibrated between these and 
the more solid offers of Spain, and finally took a middle course 
by professing the most rigid neutrality. With a view as was 
avowed to the general good of Italy he proposed a league be
tween Rome, Savoy, Venice, Parma, and Genoa, against both 
France and Spain if either should attempt to alter the political 
condition of their common country ; but the old dispute of pre
cedency between Savoy and Tuscany was the cause of its failure 
in that court, and Urban expected more benefit for the Barbe· 
rini race by clinging closely and exclusively to France. Cioli 
who was sold to the Church and the principal instrument of 
Galileo's fate, returned from a mission to Rome convinced of 
the pontiff's determination to oppose Ferdinand and look 
entirely towards France for hi& own aggrandizement. . The 
Grand Duke of Tuscany thus finding himself isolated in his 
neutrality, secretly resolved for his own benefit to afford clan· 
destine succours to France without forfeiting the friendship of 
Philip the Fourth, and one consequence was that the Cardinal 
of Medicis became ecclesiastical minister for Spanish affairs at 
Rome, a post of great political influence, and the title of "Higll
nesB" was moreover accorded to the younger branches of the Medi· 
cian family, an honour then deemed of great importance, and 
previously refused with persevering obstinacy .by the Spanish 
monarchs. Succours were immediately afforded to their fleets 
and garrisons, and a large loan from the Monte di Pieta 
completed these mutual benefits. The Duke of Parma soon 
invaded Milan, on which Ferdinand sent the usual suoooors 
according to the treaty of Siena ; but so strong a leaning to
wards Spain annoyed Richelieu who seconded his remonstrances 
by some hostile acts against Tuscan commerce, while the pon
tiff's hollow friendship alarmed Ferdinand for his own frontier 
provinces : Urban amongst other things claimed the sovereignt7 
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of Castel del Rio a place time mimemorial under Florentine pro
~on, and constituting himself both judge and party 
. th ld lis lana ' h A.D. 1630. m e cause wou ten to no exp tion : e 
refused a cardinal's hat to one of the Medici, an<iexcitiDg nUn
cios, bishops, and inquisitors to infringe the rights of both 
prince and people filled all Tuscany with confusion : Ferdinand 
ashamed of such humiliation, ashamed of hiS own subserviency 
to Christina and the council of state, and above all ashamed of 
their weak and injurious renunciation of U rhino, finally resolved 
to emancipate himself and act as an independent sovereign. 
The deaths of Medici Archbishop of Pisa and Count Orso d'Elci 
facilitated this, and that of the old Grand Duchess Christina, 
a princess more worthy of regret as the mother of a family 
than a sovereign, oonfirmed it : educated by Catharine of 
Medicis she inherited more of her bigotry than talent, for it was 
in union with the spirit of the age, and expended vast sums in 
the foundation of convents and the multiplying of an already 
overgrown priesthood, the taint of every branch of public admi· 
nistration and domestic privacy. 

The Grand Duke's now unfettered government threw out 
more sparks of energy and ability than before, and the recon· 
ciliation of Parma and Spain gained him credit with European 
diplomatists, for the transaction was altogether difficult: that 
Duke's rash declaration of war and simple trust in Richelieu 
bad provoked Spain and drawn down ruin on his country ; he 
Wl\8 besieged in Placentia, yet still obstinately adhered to the 
French cause and Richelieu's sincerity. Urban considered this 
a fair opportunity to oust him from his possessions in favour 
of a Barberini, and consequently fabricated something as a 
foundation of certain claims which were speedily attired in all 
the formalities of law and parchment: but Ferdinand eager to 
save his brother-in-law negotiated a treaty by which 1637 
the Parmesan dominions were restored, and apparent A.D. : 

tranquillity reestablished in the north of Italy ; the conditions 
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were rather humiliating for Parma and tardily executed. sa 
that all Ferdinand's influence was requisite to keep him 
quiet when he attended the Grand Duke's marriage*· 

According to Galluzzi, the various changes in Florentine 
government until Ferdinand's assumption of independent 
authority gave rise to corresponding alterations in subordinate 
offices, because each successive prince modified his means and 
instruments according to his disposition, judgment, or political 
expediency ; or more frequently perhaps according to the influ· 
ences with which be was immediately surrounded. The external 
policy of an absolute government may be steady throughout a 
succession of despots ; its internal administration may be COD· 

sistent and immutable as regards the maintenance of sovereign 
power ; but in its influence on public prosperity and happiness 
it must be variable as man's nature and subject to all its vicis
situdes. There is perhaps no government so thoroughly useful 
to the great mass of society as that of an able enlightened and 
benevolent despot; but as such visitations rarely occur and 
never last, more permanent and freer institutions are found to 
be preferable though charged with every variety of evil. 
Cosimo II. was wise enough to follow his father's steps with 
his father's ministers, and his government rolled softly and 
regularly forward, neither unmindful of the public welfare nor 
ungracefully sustaining the sovereign dignity both at home 
and abroad. As early as the latter days of Ferdinand I. the 
supreme jlldge or auditor who assisted in forming the Prince's 
civil and criminal judgments had become weakened like his sove
reign by age and infirmity ; wherefore to alleviate his duties, the 
office was altered to a board of coadjutors under the appellation of 
" Oonsulta " or Court of Consultation. It was at first merely 
provisional but subsequently received a permanent form and 
charact!'lr from Cosimo II. and being charged with all business 
that needed re-examination or concerned legal rules and rights, 

" Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. x. 
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soon acquired extensive jurisdiction as a high court of appeal, 
and allowed many lawyers, all eager for a share in state politics, 
to approach the throne. One consequence of this was a general 
change in the form and character of public acts from their 
ancient simplicity of diction to legal perplexity, which occa
sioned considerable confusion in the public administration of 
justice. Mter Picchena's decease · the regentesses conceiving 
that a technical accuracy of legal phrase was more valuable 
than statesmanlike views and language, introduced it into every 
business of moment, and to arrive at perfection summoned even 
theology to their aid : thus guarded in conscience and doubly 
armed by church and law, they imagined it impossible to err, 
and yet they were undermining the sovereign authority and 
whole character of Tuscany. These two principles soon 
acquired a predominance not only at court and in the adminis
tration, but generally over the national mind ; they became 
fashionable, a fashion that neither priest nor lawyer was 
inclined to change, and litigation and religious controversy 
spread universally. The regenteSBes, directed by a council 
that they could neither vary nor remove, left the administration 
of justice without that supreme control which for good and· 
evil Cosimo I. and his succeSBors exercised over it : they were 
intent on lavishing the public resources upon priests, religious 
ceremonies, and vanity ; the state counsellors were occupied by 
foreign politics, and each minor tribunal was left to exercise its 
own authority without superintendence or appeal ; hence par-· 
tiality, arbitrary judgments, undue influence, and popular 
discontent. The rising vanity of courtiers and the alteration · 
of ranks increased this evil ; before Cosimo I. Florence 
knew no dukes, counts, or marquises ; but on the contrary 
preserving that democratic spirit which had separated her 
from the feudal system of Italy, she actually excluded them 
from every part of public government. The vanity of crowned· 
heads to be served by titled persons was early imbibed by 
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Cosimo but more from policy than lightness : he prided 
himself on having a Colonna, a SawUi, an Onini, a Gonzaga, 
or a Malatuta at his court, but he was cautious of introducing 
titles amongst the Florentines themselves, lest they should 
thus be drawn from commerce. Francis attracted all the feuda
tories of his dominions to court and insensibly infused a strong 
desire amongst the people to be distinguished by some badge 
of greatness : merchandise was in many cases abandoned and 
fiefs purchased, generally in the kingdom of Naples, but several 
were formed in Tuscany, and a new rank, directly opposed to 
the ancient spirit of the Florentine constitution, arose in the 
commonwealth ; a rank which eventually became as onerous 
and insolent as it was useless and unpopular. The two regent
asses, educated in all the pride of feudalism and disdaining the 
service of untitled persons, promoted this spirit to the utmost,· 
so that some of the most opulent citizens abandoned commerce 
to strut at court in the plumes of a new-fledged earldom or more 
brilliant marquisate. The ancient republican rank of Floren
tine citizen, which had maintained its nobility through so many 
ages and derived its distinction from the privilege of exercising 
magisterial duties, now became despised, and no nobility was 
acknowledged as genuine without the fresh stamp of title and 
feudal jurisdiction. Even the rank of senator, formerly the 
highest now became depreciated ; and to restore its value the 
ancient constitution was infringed by an infusion of feudal 
aristocracy n.ever before admitted into the ranks of the Floren
tine senate. Prerogatives, privileges and immunities were 
eagerly sought and easily won from two vain women by this 
new nobility, who absorbed every beam that could augment 
their own splendour and enable them to dazzle the eyes of their 
fellow-citizens. They persuaded the two Grand Duchesses that 
the dignity of the throne depended exclusively on a brilliant 
court, and even as early as 1620 procured a law which restrained 
w?-thin narrower limits all female rights to the succession of 
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real properly. Oppressive game laws soon followed, then the 
privilege of arming their domestics, and the consequent par
tiality intimidation and injustice of the tribunals in their behalf, 
all of which will be more fully discussed in the reigu of Peter 
Leopold of Austria. The citizens, who had hitherto been con
sidered equal to any nobles in Europe, now found themselves 
abased and insulted ; they were still denied the use of arms 
while the new nobility not only carried, but used them with all 
that insolence that springs from privilege and impunity. Arro
gance outrage and insubordination soon became the peculiar 
signs of noble blood, the characteristics of'high rank, the exclu· 
sive distinction of the order; on these they particularly prided 
themselves and by these they were most ambitious to be known! 
A greater degree of ferocity was also introduced by the Lom· 
bard wars ; and the manners of the preceding century even 
those of Duke Alexander's day, seemed to have suddenly re
turned to Florence. Excesses of all kinds were indeed com
mon throughout Italy; the whole country was filled with ban· 
ditti who were systematically introduced into the cities, but most 
conspicuously at Rome and Milan, as confidential followers 
of nobility : even Ferdinand II. himself had bravos in con
stant attendance under the name of "Lance Spezzate" who were 
willing to execute the most sanguinary commands of their 
master in every part of Italy, or even of the world, and without 
any scruples. The most resolute of Ferdinand's Free Lancu 
was one Tiberio Squileti aN eapolitan, and commonly called Fra 
PaukJ, from his having been originally a monk: he afterwards 
became a robber and assassin in the church territory and was 
notorious for the most daring conduct; but his band having been 
dispersed he took refuge in Leghorn and there the Grand Duke 
of Tuscany engaged him as his chief lance I With such an 
example and perfect impunity for the great, it is not surprising 
that the smallest injuries were revenged with unscrupulous 
violence, and deep tragedies accordingly stain the annals 
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of the time. The story of Caterina Canacci and Veronica Cibo 
wife of Jacopo Salviati Duke of San Giuliano is a fearful 
example of jealousy and female vengeance. The house of Sal
viati, long renowned in Florentine history, still maintained its 
distinction as well from rank and immense wealth as from 
near relationship to the reigning family. Jacopo Salviati Duke 
of San Giuliano was married to Veronica Cibo of the Princes 
of Massa, a jealous imperious woman whose attractions were 
insufficient to attach the Duke exclusively to herself, for being 
young agreeable and extremely handsome, he had many tempta
tions. Giustino Canacci, a Florentine gentleman well stricken in 
years, wished to marry a second time notwithstanding his having 
a son already grown up, the offspring of a former marriage : he 
chose the young and interesting Caterina the most beautiful girl in 
Florence, and one gifted with all those qualities which are calcu
lated to captivate a refined and sensitive mind : she accordingly 
met with universal admiration, but held her moral position in so
ciety until the Duke of San Giuliano and she met and became mu
tually enamoured. Their passion remained long a secret from the 
Duchess; but once known, Veronica wasnotthewoman to letitcon
tinuewithimpunity. Aftersomeunsucces8ful attempts to reclaim 
the Duke she finally resolved on one no less certain than tragical. 
Sending for three "Sgherri" or assassins, f)-om Massa, she gave 
them short and distinct orders about what they were to execute, 
and on the evening of the 31st December 1638 guidedbyCanacci's 
son Bartolommeo, who was psid by both parties but hated his 
stepmother, they entered the bouse which still exists at the end 
of the Via de' Pilastri near the church of Saint Ambrogio. 
Caterina was at the moment entertaining some friends, perhaps 
watching for the Duke, who was however known by the other 
party to be absent, when the murderers suddenly rushed in : the 
guests instantly fled aud the beautiful Canacci with her female. 
attendant, the only being who remained, were stabbed and cut 
to pieces. Caterina's head was carried as a voucher to the 
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duchess whose vengeance was only half appeased. It was a 
oomnion custom amongst the great of those days to send the 
husband's clean linen to his dressing-room every Sunday morning 
in a basin covered with silk ; but the duchess added Caterina 
Canacci's head to the usual change on the first of January 
1639. When the Duke rose and uncovered the basin he 
nearly fell senseless, but with inuch the same feelings as Boc
caccio's Gismonda at the sight of Guiscardo's heart, he endured 
his anguish. Justice then stepped iD to punish the assassins 
but they had already escaped ; the step-son Bartolommeo 
Canacci however lost his head as an accomplice ; the whole 
Florentine population of the lower orders were furious, and to 
escape from them, rather than from any apprehension of legal 
rigours towards herself, the Duchess of San Giuliano fled from 
Florence leaving her name as a by-word amongst the commu· 
nity. This from its peculiar circumstances was an extreme 
case, and.from the quality of the actors excited unusual agita· 
tion, but assassination variously modified was common. The 
Duke never would see his wife again, and was probably glad 
of so favourable an occasion .to a~ndon her; but this was her 
whole punishment, and one. such fact is sufficient to delineate 
the disorder of those unhappy times in Florence under the 
guardianship of the Medici*· 

These examples depraved the nation, and from the prince upon 
the throne to the lowest subject such ferocity became familiar, so 
that the early republican times seem to have then returned in 
their most odious aspectwithoutany of their redeeming qualities : 
the nobles were again rich, powerful, insolent, oppressive ; ex
clusively favoured by the laws, and marked the character of 
their order by violence contempt and outrage : the people were 
despised, insulted, and trampled upon in both epochs. In the 
former there was all the energy of a young and free nation to 

• Oeeervatore Fiorentino, vol. v., p. 66. -Old MS., p. 89, in ~he autltor's 
-Boeeaccio, Deca.m. Giomata iv., Nov. ~ion. 
1°.-Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. xi., p. 150. 
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withstand their tyranny, and the pobles, depending on them
sebes alone, were overpowered and humbled: in the latter 
they were backed by despotic power, while the people, ener
vated by a century of servitude, bad neither force nor spirit 
to reaist and patiently bowed their necks to the triple yoke 
of priestcraft, slavery, and aristocratic violence. From this 
general maintenance of assassins, as household servants and 
regular portions of domestic establishments it is no wonder 
that refinement and comparative gentleneBB of manners, so 
fostered by Ferdinand I. and Cosimo II., almost entirely 
vanished under female government and the early part of 
Ferdinand the Second's rule. Few incurred this prince's anger 
and escaped, nor was his example lost on the nobles ; and 
the clergy, seldom slow in the race of ambition and iniquity, 
gave a self-interested protection to villains of every rank, 
by asserting the right of sanctuary and total immunity of 
churches. Audaciously and insolently opposing themselves to 
every civil authority, they aided delinquents, encouraged crime. 
and confounded law justice and order ; so that between a 
weak and bigoted government, a powerful and arrogant nobility, 
and a proud overbearing priesthood, sovereign authority was 
diminished, the revenue wasted, the people outraged, industry 
withered, the laws enfeebled, and a whole country, previously 
teeming with comparative life and spirit, now languished under 
the vices and follies of its rulers I 

The bull of Pope Gregory XV. in 11191, which asserted 
ecclesiastical inviolability and the consequent right of sanc
tuary, formed the basis of clerical operations, and all Cosimo the 
Second's efforts were insufficient to check them: the subtilty 
of Roman courts and Urban's hatred of the Medici gave fresh 
energy to Tuscan priests, and scarcely a cause came before either 
civil or criminal court into which they did not foist some pr&
tended ecclesiastical right to perplex the judges, and then 
threatened them with admonition and excommunication if they 
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presumed to continue the cause otherwise than was dictated by 
the courts of :&me ; and of these they pretended to consider the 
sovereign as a mere executor. The Sir :&bert Dudley before 
spoken of as a Catholic refugee who had settled in Tuscany, made 
himself exceedingly useful, not only in bringing the navy to 
greater perfection by introducing new classes of vessels, but also 
by constructing a considerable part of the fortifications at Leg
horn: seeing no hope of recovering his native property, he in 1627 
instituted a process in the ecclesiastical court of Florence against 
all the English nation by which that people and parliament, 
Catholics only excepted, were condemned in the penalty of 
8,200,000 pounds sterling. This sentence was affixed to the 
cathedral, and Dudley absurdly demanded its immediate exe
eution by a seizure on all the English property at Leghorn ! 
Ferdinand II. and the regency while they smiled at his 
demand thought it necessary to assure the English both in 
London and Tuscany that their possessions were safe : Dudley 
transferred his cause to :&me where the sentence of the Flo
rentine court was confirmed, and a mandate despatched for 
its execution ! Such insolence was too much even for Ferdi
nand, and Dudley would probably have suffered for his auda
city. had not former services pleaded in his favour. But 
the courts of :&me were gradually absorbing every particle 
of ecclesiastical jurisdiction in Tuscany, and as rapidly were 
Tuscan prelates encroaching on lay authority ; so that the 
whole duchy was becoming a :&man province swarming with 
friars, who being multiplied and encouraged by Christina aug
mented at a fearful pace. Seditious doctrines and a geneml 
spirit of disobedience to civil law was insidiously and genemlly 
inculcated by these mischief-makers, who having great influence 
over the people incited them by their own example to swerve 
from public duty and national allegiance, and claim the Church 
of :&me as a protector ! Such effects and the very power of 
producing them, argue great suffering from misgovernment and 
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general oppression, which the church was not slow in taking 
advantage of: yet only a few years after, when coming from a 
country 80 miserably distreBBed and governed young Prince 
Cosimo landed in Ireland, even be was astounded at the 
wretcbedneBB and abject misery of that unfortunate people ! 
.And now after two centuries and more of English rule they 
still remain 80 I 

With such influence over a court which they betrayed, and 
amongst a people whom they seduced, the priesthood became 
omnipotent, invulnerable, and a continual drain on the life
blood of society, partly for themselves, and partly for the pontiff 
who thus made use of them. Relaxation of discipline and 
immorality amongst all the monastic orders was increased and 
infected the community at large, but the nuns in particular : 
Cosimo I . as we have seen endeavoured to abolish the spiritual 
dominion of monks over nunneries, but this regulation and that 
of the superintending visitors ceased with him, and the popes 
confirmed their original ascendancy. The cloistered population 
was augmented as much from the effects of domestic female 
servitude, as from an education so austere that the most wretched 
of a family sought that happiness within the walls of a convent 
which was denied them at the domestic hearth ; nor could 
the recently increased rigour of conventual discipline prevent 
such immigration. In 1622 there were -no leBB than 4203 
nuns in Florence alone; a thousand and seventy-five in the 
little city of Prato and eleven thousand six hundred and ninety
one in the Florentine states exclusive of Siena I This was 
an everlasting source of discord, for the monks while asserting 
their own authority over all nuns of the same order, refused 
to make any contribution for their subsistence : the latter 
therefore with but slender revenues were in constant distress 
and often obliged for self-preservation to break the cloistral 
limits and beg that charity from the public which their spiritual 
directors, backed up by the popes, most heartleBBly refused. 
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Such was the ecclesiastical condition of Tnscany in its civil and 
social relations with the state ; but we have not yet done with 
this evil. 

After the wars revolutions and other changes in European 
states from the time of Charles V., manufacturing and com
mercial industry became more equally spread over the continent 
and islands of Europe : nations had become their own producers 
and carriers, and no longer depending on foreign sources the 
latter proportionately declined : Italy once the centre and soul 
of European industry was first drained off to the general level 
and then dried up even below it ; Florentine merchants and 
bankers had long abandoned Lyon ; agriculture and aristocratic 
vanity had withdrawn an immense capital from Tuscan trade, 
but Spain still held forth inducements to commercial enterprise 
and the investment of money. By loans to the Spanish govern
ment Florentine capitalists made a large interest in mortgages 
of revenue, bottomry on the American treasure ships, and other 
sources of public revenue placed at their disposal. Spain was 
in fact existing on loans, feeding on her own entrails by 
anticipations of revenue, and the resources thus mortgaged were 
as changeable as light ; varying with circumstances, alternately 
enriching and impoverishing numbers, but still probably balanc· 
ing loss with profit to the nation at large. A powerful engine 
was finally set to work that ~y superior mechanism absorbed 
the money trade and established a monopoly which gave the 
final wound to Tuscan commerce. 

The Mont8 di Pieta had from its establishment by Savona
rola been of great use in lending money at a lower interest than 
the Jews and ultimately became a national stock for funding the 
property of widows and orphans ; but its loans still continued 
and its funds remained open to public investment : increasing 
wealth sharpened the love of gain, and a reprehensible desire 
for mercantile speculations became predominant amongst its 
managers. A Court of Directors chosen from the citizens go-
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vemed the corporation, but the Grand Dukes soon mingled in 
its aft'ai.rs and shared its profits: through their influence the 
Spanish loans were first undertaken by t.hie magistracy, which 
by employing the profits in exporting TWIC&D manufactures to 
Spain, hoped to stimulate the industry of their country with con· 
siderable gain to themeelves. The project was both laudable 
and attractive, and its results 80 fortunate as to tempt others to 
embark their capital in the same adventure ; but in time the 
Spanish assignments for the payment of interest failed, new 
loans became necessary as bribes to procure safer mortgages 
for the old, and private merchants could no longer compete 
with the vast wealth of the Monte di Pieta. This company 
therefore gradually absorbed all the national commerce both 
internal and external ; even the wool and silk trades were 
swallowed up by the company's connection in those lines of 
commerce with smaller merchants who~ only chance of ex· 
istence was by joining it as shareholders. The convenience 
for supplying Spain with money which a connexion with the 
Monte di Pieta afforded to the TU8C&1l princes drew their 
union closer with t.hie company; but in the cal&Inities of 1630 
when an investigation of causes was forced upon govemment, 
the mischief of 80 powerful a monopoly became self-evident and 
a reforming board of six senators was immediately established. 
They unhesitatingly recommended the reduction of this Monte 
to its pristine objects, and the consequent emancipation of com· 
merce : but the evil was already done, the shackles were too 
heavy and had crippled it; the people complained that the 
galley-war against Turkey destroyed the wool trade with that 
country ; and great investments of capital on land reduced 
both wool and silk manufacturers to destitution. Large sums 
were borrowed by govemment from the Monte di Pieta to 
relieve and encourage them, which only reduced the funds of 
that body without any permanent mercantile relief, and a 
rapid decay began to spread over the country. Leghorn alone 
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flourished ; it had become a depot of merchandise for almost 
all Europe ea:cept Tmcany whose commerce had passed into 
strangers' hands, with small advantage to any native uncon
nected with some foreign establishment ! Thirty years after 
its foundation Leghorn had become too small for the popu
lation, and in 1623 was increased by an addition to that 
quarter which from its similarity of form has been denominated 
" Venice"; but much of this prosperity was almost necessarily 
at the expense of Pisa, which as the metropolis of an indepen
dent and industrious state would have held its rank and 
Leghorn become its seaport; but as rivals in commerce the 
advantages of the latter carried off Pisa's population at the rate 
of one-third in the space of seventeen years; that is from 16,1 I> 7 
souls in 1613 to about 10,700 in 1630. The unrestricted 
importation of foreign cloths into Leghorn and Pisa, both 
equally free, and the sharp cruising of the galleys, were two 
causes of lamentation at Florence ; but the time had past for 
a revival of the Levant trade which ~as now completely absorbed 
by more enterprising nations, and if Tuscany could not even keep 
her own coasting trade out of Dutch and English hands, she 
could hardly expect to re-establish an old line of foreign com
merce in opposition to them. After an unsuccessful attempt in 
1632 to begin a convoy trade by'means of his squadron and a 
naval peace with Turkey, which would have left the eastern and 
African commerce at liberty, Ferdinand's six galleys and two 
galleasses resumed their profitable cruising at the permanent 
annual cost of 200,000 ducats to the country! 

In a misruled state nothing prospers but vice and knavery, 
and Tuscany had now become essentially so; for notwiths)and
ing that the Grand Dukes ceased to be merchants at the death 
of Ferdinand I, courtly splendour still continued with decreased 
and decreasing means, and the extravagance of female govern
ment finally exhausted the treasury. Bad, severe, and vexatious 
laws followed, and public oppression marched hand in hand 
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with state nece88ity: even agriculture declined rapidly, iii. eon
sequence of an 888ize on produce and other galling regula
tions ruinous to farmers and desolating to the country : sam~ 
laws, monopolies, penalties, and vexations prosecutions drove 
men from tillage to the capital and its vicinity as paupers, 
whose numbers were recruited by indiscriminate alms-giving ; 
produce annually diminished, and the state declined*· To 
remedy this, still more foolish means were adopted, and an 
attempt to force husbandry shewed the extreme ignorance of 
government: in 1620 a board was created expressly to watch 
over agriculture ; its duty was to visit the rural districts and 
inform itself of whatever land was capable of new cultivation 
or amelioration, and to teach its owners the best mode of 
proceeding : this was so far well, at least on the supposition 
of knowledge on one part and gross ignorance on the other : 
but without thoroughly informing themselves of the real 
cause of disorder they in tJle promptest and most arbitrary 
manner began at once to apply external force to that which re
quired internal nourishment. . No landholder was exempt from 
this board's jurisdiction; it could delegate its authority to any· 
body no matter whom in the provincial cities and towns, and 
thus compel the proprietors not only to cultivate land that 
would yield no profit, but to cnltivate it in the particular mode 
the commissioners were pleased to prescribe. The con~ 
quence was an accelerated course of ruin, a retrograde move
ment of agriculture, and new and greater misfortunes to the 
country ; the peasantry became indebted to their landlords, 
and were expelled from their farms to maintain themselves by 
pilfering and highway robbery, so that the nation in the midst 
of luxury refinement and high civilization was falling into 
primitive barbarity t! In this general decline both arts and 
literature must have been to a certain degree involved ; but as 

• Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. xi.-Leggi e Bandi di TOIC&II&. 
t Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. xi. 
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wealth luxury and refinement in the few, are frequent con
comitants of distress and pauperism in the many, such things 
meet with encouragement until a much later period of national 
decay. 

The diminution of that expense which Cosimo II. had still 
maintained to complete the mausoleum of his family at San 
Lorenzo, was a great check to the artists so employed, and the 
workers in P.ietre Dure were sensibly affected. The school 
of Giovanni da Bologna was continued with less genius by 
Pietro and Ferdinando Tacca, and many other talented sculptors 
unknown to fame, flitted about in the last gleams of expiring 
genius. 'fhe art of Florentine Mosaic was still sedulously fostered 
by the sovereign whose purse alone could then bear the expense 
of so costly and beautiful a composition, which has been improv
ing until the present day, and is now exercised by many private 
artists i11. Florence. As connected with art the general misery 
prevented public taste from compensating for any diminution of 
courtly patronage, and that taste began now to run a less noble 

· course and display itself in vain pomp, splendour of equipage, 
and external magnificence ; so that the ancient chaste and 
spirited feeling for the fine arts was gradually evaporating. 
The heavy but imposing mass of Palazzo Pitti was still aug
mented, though not terminated by Cosimo II., and these labours 
being continued by the regentesses stimulated Ferdinimd II. 
and his brothers who were men of taste and talent, to adom 
it internally with some of the finest works ; wherefore Pietro 
Berrettini da Cortona was invited to Florence and employed 
in painting the various apartments ; other new operations were 
also commenced but the general distress caused everything 
to languish. 

Nothing in fact can be conceived more deplorable than the 
condition of the once energetic and flourishing Tuscany under 
the second Ferdinand : the sovereign himself was weak young 
and not over capable, his authority undermined by the corrupt 

o," "'ed by Coogle 
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bigoted and even treacherous influence of those about him, 
and openly assailed by ecclesiastical ambition : he himself was 
encircled by a band of hired murderers and a body of insolent 
nobles who being above all law tyrannized over the people with 
impunity. The tribunals were partial arbitrary and corrupt; 
the priesthood daring lazy and encroaching, devoid of religion 
and morality, and spurning all allegiance but to Rome : a people 
bowed by misfortune, ruined by taxation, and all their former 
resources nearly annihilated : agriculture was sinking under vex· 
atious laws, monopolies, privileges and immunities ; trade and 
manufactures were expiring ; a costly marine ; an extraV1J8aDt 
court; and political dangers which involved a constant and 
expensive state of armed neutrality. Besides all this the arts 
were declining, pure taste fading, ferocity of manners incre&Bing, 
and he who once cast so brilliant a light over this gloomy 
picture, the immortal Galileo, was languishing life away in a 
small villa, the victim of bigotry malignity and moral cowardice. 
Such were the results of female government, a long minority, 
and a majority with little talent or character. But Ferdinand 
did better alone*· 

CoTI!XPOa.oa Y MoN.oacas.- Great Britain and Ireland : James I. until 
1625; then Charles I.-France: Louis XIII.-Spain, Naples and Sicily: 
Philip III. until March 1621; then Philip IV.-Portugal subject to Spain.
German Emperor : Ferdinand II. until Febntary 1637 ; then Ft>rdinand lll. 
-Popes : Gregory XV. until1623; then Urban VIII. {Barberini}--Swedea: 
Gustavus Adolphus until 1632 ; then Christina.- Brandenburg : GeGII' 
William. 

* Galluzzi, Lib. vi., cap. xi.-Leggi e lluldi eli Toecao.. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FROM A. D. 1637 TO A.D. 1870. -
FERDINAND II. 

GB..I.ND DUKE OP TU8CJ.N1'. 

THE war was still pursued with undiminished energy by 
France and Austria, the former, generally successful, saw Spain 
daily becoming more feeble, while her own troops were 
firmly established in Pinarolo and Casale, and threat- A.D. 1637" 

ening Italy: the death of Victor Amadeus Duke of Savoy, by 
leaving an infant sovereign and a female regency, facilitated 
these designs and made both Parma and Tuscany uneasy. 
Urban, with peace on his lips, promoted war for the chance of 
family aggrandizement, and even looked forward to the spo
lia.tion of Tuscany ; and that state with Parma ineffectually 
offered their mediation between France and Spain on seeing 
that nothing was to be expected from the German congress. 
In Florence a general tax on the grinding of com, which since 
its imposition by Cosimo I. in 1553 had also been paid by 
ecclesiastics, was now increased to reimburse the Monte di Pieta, 
and the clergy for the first time refused to contribute : they 
as usual pleaded clerical immunity, and the nuncio even 
threatened to anathematize any collector who presumed to 
demand it, while he audaciously asserted to the sovereign's 
face that no authority adduced by him in support of his right 
had any value without the pontiff's approbation! This insolence 
was reechoed at Rome by the arrogance of all the Barb~rini, · 
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a brood which had increased the eternal divisions of that city: 
the streets were traversed by chiefs of adverse factions, lay and 
clerical, and followed by bands of domestic assassins, the Car
dinal Anronio Barberini having always a noted ruffian called 
" Mancino " at his side, the most desperate robber that ever 
infested Abruzzi or LaMarca. The Cardinal Carlo de' Medici 
was attended by some of his nephew's most daring " Lanu 
8p6z~." and all rode armed with the hand on the sword and 
their eye on the enemy ! Such was the state of Rome when 
the Duke of Parma had occasion to visit Castro, a duchy extent· 
ing nearly w the gates, which gave its chief great influence 
if an inhabitant of that capital : for this it was coveted by the 
Barberini who endeavo_yred to profit by the Duke of Panna's 
necessities w purchase it ; but becoming aware of their intrigues 
he returned home without entering the metropolis, and thus 
disappointed them. 

Urban VIII. knowing that the Grand Duke had given this 
timely information, redoubled his hatred towards that prince, 
wrested Castel del Rio from the Alidosi family who· had held 
it from time immemorial, and followed up this blow by a 
movement of troops on Citta di Castello with other hostile 
signs which not only compelled Ferdinand to assemble his 
militia on that frontier but even alarmed Spain, whose am· 
bassador informed Urban that if a sirigle act of aggression 
were committed against Tuscany he would march an army 
into the Roman states from Naples. This was effectual for 
the moment, as well in arresting hostilities as in quieting the 
dispute about the flour tax, which was now unopposed, and the 
nuncio became less insolent. 

The low condition of Philip IV.'s treasury induced Olivarez 
to flatter Ferdinand with offers of honours and office 

A.D. 1638. • rd h thin m o er w extract moD!lY• amongst ot er gs the 
supreme command of the Spanish fleet ; but this would have 
alarmed France, and he only accepted the Mediterranean divi-
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sion for his brother Carlo which appointment, according to the 
prevailing system of war, did not commit the family chief with 
any other power. The French cabinet however became suspi· 
cious, but Ferdinand proved his good faith by refusing any suc
cours to the governor of Milan on his attacking Vercelli, which 
he designated as aggressive not defensive, and therefore claimed 
immunity. Little of consequence distinguished the 

639 Fl . f A.D. 1639. 
year 1 at orence except a continuance o petty 
troubles from the Barberini and corresponding insolence on the 
part of the nuncio and other ecclesiastics ; the former had even 
presume~ to erect a prison within his own palace, which was im· 
mediately demolished by the officers of justice. Such was the 
audacity of the priesthood in those sad days and such would it 
be again if allowed by the laity and governments of the present ; 
the corporate spirit is the same, let the religion be what it will ; 
but happily it is often studded and adorned with many bright 
exceptions. The arrogance of Urban VIII. and his family had 
disgusted all Italy, which vainly sighed for the decease of a 
pontiff who seemed to rise in renovated strength from every 
attack of illness, and who at one moment meditated the conquest 
of Tuscany and at another some new explanation of Petrarch's 
sonnets! 

A quarrel between Pope Urban and Lucca for arresting some 
of Cardinal Francotti's servants who presumed to in-
fringe the laws of that republic by carrying arms, A.D. 1640' 

partially affected Ferdinand a portion of whose territory was 
under the jurisdiction of this prelate as Archbishop of Lucca, 
The respectful, but firm and successful opposition of that un· 
pret~nding republic to papal fury taught Ferdinand that 
humiliation was not the means to adopt with such a court, 
and he therefore determined to persevere in opposing it ; 
but the political situation of Europe was what now gave most 
anxiety to the Italian states whose very existence depended on 
universal peace, the balanced forces, or the tolerance of more 
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powerful countries. The fate of Lorraine and the progress 
of France in Piedmont showed bow little was to be expected 
from Ricbelieu's forbearance unless it happened to suit his 
governing policy. Besides these conquests he now threatened 
the Milanese, and his fleet swept the Mediterranean under 
the command of the Archbishop of Bordeaux. It was repaired 
and supplied at Leghorn by Ferdinand through feir of oce&· 

sioning a descent on the Maremma garrisons, which would have 
brought war into his dominions although pointed against Spain 
alone. That court was in confusion from the haughty mis
management of Olivarez and the insolence of Castilian governors 
and soldiers ; Catalonia had revolted ; Portugal threw off the 
yoke and hailed John Duke of Braganza as her king; Andalusia 
was in a tumult, and the whole kingdom weak suffering and 
exasperated. Besides this the Neapolitan provinces could 
scarcely be restrained, Holland had taken some of the most 
valuable of the Spanish possessions in the east and gained 
ground in Flanders ; the Austrians were unsuccessful in Ger· 
many, and Richelieu who more or less pulled every string 
and set all in action, was everywhere prosperous. Piedmont 
was one wide sheet of war and devastation from the aspirations 
of Cardinal Maurizio and Prince Thomas of Savoy, uncles to 

the infant Duke : supported by Spain they attempted to drive 
the Duchess Christina from the government and tutelage of 
her son, and Prince Thomas it was said looked forward even 
to higher objects of ambition. Christina however would make 
no tame submissions : assisted by a French army under Count 
d'Arcourt she successfully maintained her position, and the cap
ture of Turin, after a gallant resistance under Prince Thomas, 
cast more glory over Richelieu, obscured both branches of the 
Austrian dynasty, and left Italy alarmed agitated and disunited; 
but still moved by particular interests and incapable of any 
common resolution for the public good*· 

• Muratori, .Annali, Anni 1638-39-40. 
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This state of things was very satisfactory to the court of 
&me, whose ancient and invariable ma:rim was that 

A..D.IMJ.. 
quarrels and wars amongst European potentates made 
them all more obedient to pontifical authority and enabled the 
church to assume new rights and immunities. The Barberini 
therefore, perhaps the most rapacious family that ever filled 
that throne, quietly awaited an occasion of enriching themselves 
in the midst of the storm which threatened all their neighbours, 
and Urban's first object was Castro. He began by pro· 
hibiting the exportation of grain from that duchy a right 
888UDled as lord paramount; and on the Duke of Parma's 
refusal to obey, launched forth a spiritual admonition against 
him which was soon followed by the temporal power of his 
arms : the Duke resolved to defend himself, and other Italian 
princes deprecating war, armed also but as yet without any open 
declaration. Tuscany, Venice, and Modena thus prepared and 
awaited the event; the Grand Duke endeavour:ed to terminate 
the matter more quietly but the fixed resolution of both sides 
prevented any successful mediation and Castro was soon occu
pied by fifteen thousand papal troops, who afterwards concen
trating at Viterbo threatened further hostilities. Ferdinand 
assembled about fourteen thousand men of all arms ; Modena 
openly declared for Parma, and Urban startled by this sudden 
flash of arms denied any ulterior intentions on his own part 
while he began to collect a second army at Bologna. The 
Spanish ambassador deprecated this confederacy as a thing 
totally at variance with Spanish policy and a dangerous pre
cedent, while his cabinet through the viceroys of Naples and 
Milan offered Pontremoli and the Presidj if Ferdinand would 
openly declare himself for Spain and at once dissipate its sus
picions of the leagu~. Olivarez in fact believed that the secret 
object of all this alliance was not the defence of Castro but a 
French alliance, a thing which would probably have cost Spain 
the province of Milan if not Naples itself. Nor was France 
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herself less troubled at the strange apparition of an Italian 
league, and her ambassador made every effort to restore tranquil
lity; but Urban was playing only his own game, and Parma at 
the head of eight thousand men resolved on war. The term of 
the papal monitory being finished, on the thirteenth of January 
1642, a formal sentence of excommunication issued from the 
. Vatican, principally on the plea of paying the creditors 
A.D.l&t2. fth d h fC d. . th 1 o e uc y o astro an mcamerating e surp&us. 
This iniquitous proceeding exasperated all the Italian princes, 
who after seeing the movement of ten thousand men against 
Parma, formed a new league including Venice Modena and Tus
cany for the preservation of peace, with a secret article to assist 
the Duke of Parma by the maintenance of about fourteen thou
sand men for ten years. Thirty thousand ducats were immediately 
supplied to him by Tuscany and forty thousand by Venice, which 
arrested the papal army in its meditated conquest. Besides this 
engagement, F~rdinand had assembled an army of nine thousand 
men under his brother Don Mathias de' Medici, and stationed 
them at the frontier town of Cortona, as a place of arms, against 
any papal aggre88ions in that quarter. Meanwhile the Bishop 
of Lamegos the new Portuguese minister at Rome was attacked 
in the open street by Losvalez the Spanish amba88ador, each at 
the head of his ruffian band, and an attempt was subsequently 
made to carry off the former from Leghorn, but prevented by 
Ferdinand. The Spaniard retired indignant against the pope, 
and the viceroy of Naples menaced him with an invasion of 
his southern frontier, so that the Barberini finding more 
enemies than they expected gave up the Parmesan expedition 
and withdrew their army. The Duke of Parma relieved from 
this embarrassment entered the church territory at the head of 
three thousand horse, and, coming suddenly on the enemy, struck 
such a panic that the papal general fled to Bologna with but 
fifteen hundred men the rest having taken to flight witltout 
even seeing the enemy. Continuing his inroad to Forli unstained 
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by any outrage, a· rare thing in those times, the Duke of Parma· 
had no difficulty in ·supplying and recruiting his army, and 
would have pushed on to Rome but being restrained by Venice 
and Ferdinand was forced to desist, which he did with a bad 
grace, exclaiming that " The madman knows his own business · 
better than the wise do the affairs of others." Most of his 
followers had in fact attended him from personal attachment, 
his popular name, and the hopes of bOoty, rather than from 
any expectation of regular pay, and as this could not last, it 
became necessary to recommence hostilities. Demanding a 
passage through Tuscany he entered it by Galeata and marched 
on Arezzo, intending to move forward and with Ferdinand's 
assistance recover Castro · and even occnpy Rome which was 
then in the utmost consternation ; for the pope's enemies, and 
they were many, woUld all have joined his standard. Fenli
nand's weakness, the lukewarmness of Venice, and that invete
rate reciprocal suspicion which has ever marked the Italian 
character and argues general faithlessness, altogether prevented 
this enterprise and occasioned subsequent war, which might have 
been well avoided by a spirited seizure of the existing crisis. 

Edward of Parma therefore went forward alone, took Citta 
della Pieve, summoned Orvieto, an4, maintained his army in its 
n~ighbourhood ; but seeing that no support was to be had from 
Tuscany, that one papal army was advancing on his left from 
Bologna, and another assembling near Rome under Canlinal 
Antonio Barberini in his front, he resolved to strengthen him
self in Citta della Pieve and Castiglione del Lago, and there ex· 
pect a reenforcement of near five thousand men from ·Parma 
under his brother Don Francis. Rome was still in terror, and 
had Modena and Tuscany joined, the war would soon have 
ended; but Ferdinand fearful of his own state acted as might have 
been expected from a badly educated and naturally weak and 
irresolute prince, the pupil of bigoted women, and the captain 
of bravos. Time noW became of most consequence to UriNm, 
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and by the French ambassador's aid negotiations were opened 
at Castel Giorgio in the Orvieto territory, where Cardinal 
Spada arrived with full powers while Antonio Barberini was 
assembling six thouauld men for the presenation of Castro. 
The Duke soon perceived that he would be sacrificed by priestly 
cunning acting on the indifference or timidity of his allies ; 
he foresaw the pope's designs and his own difiiculties ; and wheR 
the treaty remained for Urban's ratification alone such obstacles 
were interposed as to manifest that pontiff's real intentions to 
the world. By reducing the Duke of Parma to winter in aa 
enemy's country he gained time for preparations to oppose him_ 
in the spring with all the force of Rome, or else compel him t& 

retire altogether: the latter COU1'8e was adopted and he with· 
drew amidst the derision of the Barberini race and a tempest 
of priestly curses. They unblushingly accused him of obstruct
ing the cons,!1JDIIl&tion of the treaty, while h8 vowed vengeance 
in the next campaign, when along with Modena he should again 
attack the papal territory. Urban's conduct showed the con· 
federat,es how necessary it became to compel him by force of 
arms to observe treaties, and while he endeavoured to dissolve 
the League they were more determined in openly manifesting 
their resolution to continue it. 

In the midst of this wild storm of human passions weakness 
and iniquity, the immortal Galileo passed quietly into an exist· 
ence more congenial to his lofty nature; an existence where our 
greatest eJ\ioyment will perhaps be a close and clear contempla· 
t.i.on of the omniscient mind, a revelling in the brightness of 
inexhaustible knowledge, the delightB of boundless intellect 111d 
immeasurable love! The spiritual being of Galileo bad worn 
out the animal and might easily be supposed to have transmi· 
grated into the infant Newton who on Christmas day of the 
same year first opened his eyes on that marvellous system 
which he was further destined to enlighten . 
. . Louis.d' Este the Prince of Modena's brother and Gioftlll• 
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batist& Gondi, who had become ehief secretary on the death of 
Cioli, repaired to Venice to arrange the coofederates' · 

. b all ea} b . ded b th .A.D. l64ll. operat.lons, ut r usmess was ret&r y e 
state of Europe, until Urban's preparations on the Venetian 
frontier gave a fair occasion to commence hostilities. Richelieu 
died in 1642; Lous XIII. soon followed, and as Cardinal :Mazze-. 
rino a devoted adherent of the Barberini and but little inferior 
to Richelieu, now ruled France, it was feared he might carry 
her arms further into Italy: besides this both Parma and 
Modena postponed the general objects of the League to pri
vate interests, which were at that moment their most power
ful incentives. In may 1643 however a treaty was concluded 
between Tuscany Venice and Modena (for tlle Duke of Parma 
on being refused the chief command reserved his independence) 
by which near twenty thousand men were to take the field in 
two divisions; one in Lombardy under Venice, tlle otller in Tua
eanyunder Ferdinand: both were to attack the church territory 
on the same day under the united standards of the League em
blazoned with tlle confederates' arms and the motto "Pro bono 
pacil." All their aid was promised to the Duke of Parma who 
was pressed to join tllem, and the publication of this confede
racy was preceded by overt acts ; for Venice had already com
menced hostilities on tlle Po, and tlle Duke of Parma in the Fer
rarese, where he took Bondena and Stellata, and by magazines 
and fortifications made tllem tlle basis of his future movements. 
The -Duke of Modena joined the Venetian army, of which his 
division became the advanced guard, and entering the Ferra
rese country acted in conjunction with Parma while the main 
body reduced the Polesine ; after which all were to move for
ward into the heart of the ecclesiastical states. At the same 
time the Tuscan division under Prince Mathias of Medicis with 
the Grand Duke at their head marched from Florence to Mon
tepul~o. and for nearly a century such a sight had not 
been seen in Tuscany. Eight regiments of Tuscan infantry 
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and one of Germans ; sixteen squadrons of horse, four of which 
were Austrian cuirassiers ; one regiment of dragoons, and fifty 
pieces of artillery formed this army. The ambassadors and 
nuncios retired . on all sides from the respective courts, and 
Urban in a public manifesto complained that the children of 
the Church had conspired to · tear their mother to pieces. War 
thus commenced .. 

The French ambassador Fontenay along with the Spanish 
cardinals Albomoz, Cueva, and others, tried hard but vainly to 
arrest hostilities, the pope's duplicity being always opposed by 
the .confederates to any proposals of peace. Citt& della Pieve 
three miles from the frontier was first attacked and soon 
capitulated with a garrison of two thousand men, who were 
marched without arms to Orvieto : Castiglione del Lago a 
town strongly posted on the Perugian lake held out only four 
days under the Duke of ·Cornia, who finally put himself and 
possessions under the League's protection. The Marquis of 
Borro, who really directed all military movements, gained 
great credit for · his rapid reduction of this place, which 
was . on the point of being succoured by twelve thousand 
men within four miles of the town at the moment of occu
pation. The capture of Castiglione gave Ferdinand the oom
mand of the lake by means of a flotilla, besides the ·possession 
of many neighbouring strongholds, amongst them Passignano 
which opened the road to Perugia. Thus far all succeeded; 
but the necessity of garrisoning captured places diminished 
the army, and the Duke of Parma's independent movements 
paralysed every united operation of the League, drew an 
attack of the enemy on the Duke of Modena, and prevented 
reenforcements coming to the Florentines. Ferdinand however 
was not discouraged : he made fresh levies, ordered his galleys 
to blockade the papal coast, and two small affairs which took 
place, in one of which the Tuscans, in the other the Modenese 
~ere successful against the common enemy, gave fresh spirit 
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to the confederacy. Meanwhile the knights of Malta sent two 
· galleys to the pontiff's aid, and the Tuscan priesthood thun· 
dered ·from the pulpits against their own sovereign and the 
war ; the consequence of all this was a sequestration of Mal· 
tese property and the exile of every foreign priest with a 
similar sequestration. This showed some vigour, and Ferdi
nand's example was imitated by his allies ; he followed it up 
by destroying the wall formerly built by the Church to push 
the river Chiana back on the Arno, his object being to direct a 
great mass of water against Rome which was already terror· 
struck by the unexpected success of the campaign. Pope Urban 
wept, and prayed for peace; his treasure was exhausted, new 
impositious fretted the people ; but the Barberini pride was not 
yet humbled and peace no nearer than before. The foreign 
ministers again mediated, yet Ferdinand would listen to no 
proposals and pushed forward nearly to Citt& di Castello: 
meanwhile Don Mathias, who remained with a division of the 
army to watch Perugia, tired of an inactive blockade resolved 
if possible to fight the papal army, but hearing that a detach· 
ment of four thousand two hundred men were marching to
wards Tuscany he followed them to Castel San Giovino and 
after a severe conflict and the enemy's defeat with the loss of a 
thousand men he made the rest prisoners, besides four pieces 
of artillery. This victory enabled the army to advance within 
three miles of Perugia, which was more closely beleagured by 
occupying a central position between that city, Todi, and Assisi, 
ravaging all the country, and destroying every flour-mill on the 
Tiber; Perugia therefore began to show symptoms of uneasiness, 
and all Cardinal Barberini's authority became necessary to curb 
the citizens. The perverseness of Parma and the inactivity of 
Venice paralysed every · offensive movement of Modena and 

·Cramped the Tuscan army, while the enemy was not only en· 
abled ·to draw reenforcements from Bologna and other places, 
but make an inroe.d with four thousand men over the mountain 
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of Pistoia and attempt that town by treachery. The IIS88nlt 
was gi•en but the inhabitants and militia, although surprised 
and hastily 888elllbled, beat and drove them back to Bologna 
with the 1088 of three hundred men af'ter having inflicted great 
injury on the country. Don Mathias hastened to Florence 
and reassured the people who had been somewhat fluttered by 
this sudden incursion, but after securing that frontier, found 
his movements so impeded by the Duke of Parma as to involve 
a concentration of all his field force round Perugia in order to 
maintain that position. The Barberini then made an attempt 
on Pitigliano to gain an entrance into the Senese country and 
transfer the seat of war to Tuscany, but the Florentines com
pelled them to raise the siege with the lOBS of two hundred men 
besides artillery and baggage. This victory by securing the 
TU8C8.Il frontier would have allowed the siege of Perugia to be 
prosecuted with vigour had not the autumnal rains prevented 
it: whereupon the campaign finished, but the troops remained 
on the papal territory. Ferdinand who had increased his force 
to twenty thousand men saw the necessity of assistance and 
demanded it from Spain under the treaty of 15 57; but Urban 
did the same as lord paramount of Naples: the Spanieh cabinet 
acknowledged both, but conceiving that they cancelled each other 
complied with neither. Attempts at pacification were renewed 
to which an illness of Pope Urban at first imparted a cha
racter of sincerity which his recovery destroyed, and the Leagne 
resolved on augmenting its forces to thirty-six thousand men. 

Venice being a little roused by Tuscan successes, determined to 
bring the enemy to battle in the ensuing campaign as the only 
chance of forcing Urban to a peace : hostilities recommenced 

early in 1644 and the victory of Lago Scuro in the 
. A.D. lM4. beginning of March gained her general, Vale~ 
some renown and brought mattel'll nearer to a crisis. Peace 
. was again treated for, and now with more sincerity on the part 
of Urban and his brood, because that pontiff's life was believed 
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·to be of short duration; wherefore by the exertions of Cardinal 
· Bichi a treaty was concluded at Venice on the last of March, 
to the great relief of an unhappy people, the sure aufferei'B 

·and rare gainers in princely quarrels. But though Castro was 
recovered by Parma, no partyactaally profited by this war; things 
·returned to their former state and all conquests were recipro
cally abandoned. The belligerents were blamed for not making 
better conditions, but if victors adhere to the original object of 
war when they can almost dictate the oonditions of peaee ; only 
let their cause be legitimate and they deserve praise not blame 
for their moderation*· 

The terms of this treaty were scarcely fulfilled when after a 
reign of twenty-one years Pope Urban VIII. died, tO the inex
pressible joy of Italy and especially of Rome, which had been 
longing for deliverance from a man who had tormented the 
city with taxation and Italy with useless wars. The conclave 
was divided into the factions of. France, Spain, and the more 
powerful Barberini : the Medici belonged to the second, and 
the fii'Bt was feeble: Cardinal Carlo de' Medici as protector of 
Spain led that faction : the French could do nothing alone, 
and proposals were made by some patriot cardinals who had no 
personal hopes, that the spiritual and temporal functions should 
he divided between the pontiff and sacred college, which alone 
was to exercise the latter and utterly exclude nepotism I The 
mere idea of any measure with public good for its object is 
sufficient to astonish all readers of papal history at this epoch: 
but there were too many eager candidates, to allow of euch a 
notion being entertained for_a moment; and if Urban's long 
rule disgusted the many, it was because they suffered from the 
oppression without sharing the spoil. 

Urba11. VIII. died on the twenty-ninth of July, and Cardinal 
Giovambatista Pamfili, a Roman of seventy-one yeai'B old, was 
elected in September under the name of bnocent X. E;e soon 

• lluratori, . AJmali.-Gallmzi, Lib. Tit., tap. i., u., ad iii. 
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showM his pa.rtiality for Spain and the Medici and an utter 
dislike w France and the Barberini: Ferdinand's brother 
Giovanni Carlo was immediately advanced w the cardinalate, 
and his uncle Carlo gamed considerable credit for managing 
this election, which not only secured a friendly pontiff but re
swred the Medician influence at Rome. The Barberini wished 
w unite themselves w. Innocent X. by a family marriage, but 
Donna Olympia Maidalchini, his sister-in-law who ruled both 
him and Rome, bad higher views ; she looked to the future pon
tificate for her son and therefore made him a cardinal, while 
the mortified Barberini tumed w Spain for shelter against the 
coming storm*· Yet their fears could scarcely have been great 
when, as the price of Spanish protection, they offered to main
tain an army of five thousand men for one year in the Milanese, 
an oft'er only declined by Don Louis de Haro the Spanish prime 
minister, through apprehension of alienating Tuscany and forcing 
its sovereign into the arms of France. On the other bani 
Cardinal Mazzerino was disgusted by lunoeent's declared par· 
tiality to Spain and Tuscany, but more particularly by · the 
refusal of a cardinal's hat to his brother, all the odiam of which 
fell on the Giand Duke. The latter was urged by Innooent 
to reconcile himself with the Barberini, but however disposed 
w please the pope and become friends with a powerful race • 
little scmpuloue as himself in their modes of vengeance, such 
an act of weakness would have been wholly unsuitable both t,o 
the times and the character of a Medici. Ferdinand was there
fore not so weak as w forego his expectations of future ven· 
geance by premature reconciliation, and . resolved to take his 

. chance of the consequences. 
Legal processes were instituted against the Barberini fOI' 

D public . peculation which compelled them to claim 
A • • l641i. M . • 'd h .., __ n d th azzenno s 8.J w o .li.IUI.lly restore em w their 

. country: this led w heart-burnings with Tuscany, and lou~ 

• Vita di DoJma Olimpia 1\laidalchiDi Pamflli, PriDeipeaa . di Baa lllaniao 
(Ed. 1781.) By a cotemporary. 
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. complaints about the part which Ferdinand had taken in the 
business to the prejudice of France, which he attempted unsuc
cessfully to excuse. 

A French squadron destined as was announced to act against 
the papal and Tuscan galleys, obliged Ferdinand to 

A.D.l644. 
. 888emble ten thousand men on the coast and put 
Leghorn and Porto Ferraio into a state of defence ; and 
Spain alarmed for her garrisons offered them either for sale ur 
in pawn to him if he would only guarantee their protection : 
both offen~ were declined, ; the first because it would not 
save them from a siege, and the second, as being too open 
and dangerous an act against France. The French squadron 
sailed, but an ambassador had previously arrived to offer its 
888istance and the friendship of Louis XIV. if Ferdinand 
would only declare himself against Spain and consent to aug
ment his dominions on the Genoese and Lombard frontier; or 
. if he would even attempt the conquest of Sicily or Sardinia with 
.French assistance; but if not, he was conjured to remain neuter 
and not bind himself by the treaty of Siena. The last propo
sition was agreeable to Ferdinand who had long been wincing 
under an obligation exacted so rigorously and returned so faith
leasly ; he therefore signed a convention of neutrality on the 
eleventh of May which granted the free use of Tuscan ports 
and a passage through those states to the fleet and armies 
of Franc~. This was immediately notified to the Spanish 
cabinet which, angry as it was, could .not in existing circum
stances afford to show any displeasure at the risk of losing 
.Tuscany altogether. The French squadron commenced opera
tions by capturing the tower and port of San Stefano in the 
peninsula of Monte Argentario and besieging the neighbouring 
town of Orbitello, one of the Pruidj, by sea and land* 
Grosseto became the head-quarters of the Tuscan army under 

* It !a a lingular but undoubted ftct 
that the "Mal,' .Aria" never enters 
within Orbitello, while all without ia 
death ! Ono man may aleep imide tho 

land gate with confidence and impunity 
while hit companion would meet with 
certain death only a few pacea from 
him on tho other lido o ho dr..w-
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the Marchese del Borro, and Orbitello held out so stoutly as 
·to allow the Viceroy of Naples to attack and disperse the 
French, at sea, while the marsh miasma assisted him with 
mr more deadly etfect on shore. Orbitello showing no • 
sition to parley, the siege was raised on the appearance Of 
reenforcements from the south, and the French infantry em
barked while their cavalry took the route through Tuscany t& 

Spezia in the Genoese territory. This failure gave heart t& 

Spain and embarrassed Ferdinand; but the preparatioos of 
France alarmed everybody and saved him from Spanish indig· 
nation. Innocent X. after attempting to· rouse the Grlul4 
Duke from his neutrality, began himself to entertain a more 
·friendly feeling towards France, and through the inftueuee of 
Donna Olympia, who had been gained by the Barberini, he re
stored their possessions and employments and assigned Avignon 
for their residence. The Duke of Parma's death, the extreme 
weakness of Spain, the determined neutrality of Ferdinand, 
Donna Olimpia's oonviction of the necessity of a friendly under· 
standing with France in order to save her son-in-law's princi
.pality of Piombino, and the soothing influence of Barberini gold 
upon her politics; all combined to make Innocent X. treat that 
·family so leniently, but to the great indignation of Rome. Asubee
quent marriage between Donna Olimpia's grand-daughter ud 
a Barberini, with the promotion of another of these princes 
to the cardinalate, completed their triumph, so that the five 
nephews of Pope Urban ultimately recovered both riches ud 
influence at the court of Innocent. This was Donna Olimpia's 
mode of making friends with the mammon of unrighteous
ness ; for the pontiff was old, and expected soon to fail, ud 
the Barberini's persecution showed her that she also might 
require protectors*. 

While a congress w~ch had assembled at Munster in West-

bridge ! and yet to eight the town 
appears a dirty unhealthy hole, the 
country healthy and beautif'nll . . . 

• M uratori, Anno 1 64 6. -Galluzzi, 
Lib. vii., cap. iv. - Vita eli Dcua 
Olimpia, pp. 120-130. 
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phalia discussed the conditions of general peace, Fnince was 
unrelaxing in active hostility, and Ferdinand would again have 
openly sided with that kingdom had not his fear of Spain, who 
already threatened Siena, prevented him : wherefore he was 
forced to content himself with sending an ambassador to the 
congress on his own aceount alone in the settlement of Italia.D 
affairs, who was if possible to disentangle him from the existing 
obligations incurred by Cosimo I. as vassal Duke of Siena. 

Another squadron with a force of about eight thousand men 
under the command of Monsieur de Meilleraie and Du Plessis 
Praslin, alarmed both Spain and Tuscany ; the former was 
attacked at Piombino and Porto Lungone in Elba ; Piombino 
made but four days' fight, and Lungone fell after a month's 
siege : the squadron then departed, but disputes arose 
in Elba and Tuscany between the French ganisons A.D.l84?. 

and the Grand Duke's subjects, which occasioning remonstrances 
to the court of France it was soon discovered that they were 
expressly fomented to embroil Ferdinand with Spain by some 
overt act. Renewed offers were made to that effect and as 
resolutely declined, but the service of his brother Mathias 
'WliB proposed and accepted as commander of the fleet then 
under the Prince of Conde's orders : Prince Mathias however 
excused himself on the plea of ignorance in maritime affairs, 
but really because he was too proud to serve under anybody. 
Although these negotiations were secret Philip's suspicions 
arose, and the sale of almost all the Tuscan galleys to France 
augmented them, notwithstanding that Ferdinand had pre
viously offered these vessels both to Venice and the Viceroy of 
Naples. The latte~ also, in consequence of the troubled state 
of Sicily and Masaniello's exploits, demanded the usual suc
cours and was refused ; this still further widened the breach 
while Ferdinand sighed for tranquillity; because in a rigid and 
peaceful neutrality alone could he hope to reestablish his finances 
and the national welfare. 

The Tuscans were in fact still suffering from the late war 
· o, .zedbyGoogle 
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which they believed unn~sary; the Monte eli Piet& was ex· 
hausted, the burdens heary, and another famine threatening 
the country with disease and general want. The old magis
tracy of abundance bad long been found inadequate to prevent 
scarcities, but ancient habit made the people confide in its 
efficacy more than in private enterprise which it paralysed, and 
Ferdinand although conscious of the fallacy was too timid to 
remove it. As an assistant means however he charged six of 
the chief merchants to provide the city with grain independent 
of the office of abundance, being well convinced of the superior 
efficiency and cheapness of private interest to public boards, 
and the event proved it. 

A tax on paper and a reform of the Monte eli PietiL, although 
only indirectly affecting the clergy, were denounced as 

·A.D. JMB. new infringements of their rights, and the change in 
Pope Iunooent X., who was gradually adopting the policy of 
Urban and the Barberini, equally encouraged their audacity in 
Tuscany and Parma, where the young Duke Rannuccio II. was 
similarly tormented. Everything was still . in. agitation, the 
tumults continued in Naples and Sicily, Modena bad joined 
with France, and the Congress of Westphalia was now the only 
hope for Italian tranquillity : even this soon vanished, for though 
.the treaties of Munster and Osnabrock pacified Germany, the 
. war between France and Spain still raged and shook all Italy. 
Tuscany in particular felt this insecurity, because not being a 
fief of the empire it was omitted in the treaty, and the bellige
rent nations having shaken off Germany were likely to bring 
hostililies into that country. The death of .Don Lorenzo de' 
Medici from poison given instead. of. medicine, cast a momen· 

· tary gloom over the court, bnt in general there are few who 
:can be so easily spared or who are more quickly forgotten than 
the scions of royalty, and yet few are placed in a situation to 
do more good if they . be capable and willing to exert them
selves. Don Lorenzo bad shared in the spoils of .Don Gi• 
.vanni's widow.and children, and was then dis~efully.active, 
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cJthenrise he lived in comparative obscurity and soon was for
gotten both by the prince and people*. 

Don John of Austria natural son of Philip IV. having finally 
repressed :Masaniello's insurrection, assembled a force 

M . p · b" d L d .&.D. l64ll. at essma to recapture 1om mo an ungone an 
demanded Ferdinand's contingent: the latter tried to avoid 
this, but seeing Don John resolute and no prospect of support 
from Mazzerino if he refused, for the latter had even been com· 
pelled to withdraw his forces from Catalonia, he took advantage 
of the time, turned short round and again made his peace with 
Spain. The circumstances of the moment and Don Louis de 
Baro's favourable disposition towards Tuscany enabled him to 
succeed in thus freeing himself from much anxiety and ex
pense, and his commerce, such as it was, from the piracy of 
French cruisers who from .Piombino and Lungone infested the 
coast and made little distinction between friend and foe. A 
second war, then inlminent, about the duchy of Castro, made 
this reconciliation almost necessary to prevent the former ex
tending to other parts ofltaly: Innocent X. had adopted Urban's 
views about that fief, and creditors were convenient scuses 
for predetermined spoliation : they were put in possession of 
several places for the liquidation of their claims in despite of 
the Duke of Parma's offer to satisfy them under the guarantee of 
Spain ; Innocent asserted that he was merely administering jus
tice without any ulterior views ; but the Bishop of Castro having 
been about this time assassinated with the connivance of Ran
nuccio, several towns instantly fell under the talons of the pon
tiff: reprisals were made on church revenues at Parma, all 
foreign ecclesiastics were banished, and an army of eight thou
sand men was in readiness to attack the pope's territory. Spain 
and Tuscany interfered, .but Innocent at once attacked the·city 
of Castro itself, and when Ra.nnuccio marched to raise the siege 
and demanded a passage through Tuscany it was not only 
refused, but the refusal maintained by force because Ferdinand 
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did not eoDsider that such provocation justi&ed ·a war agaiOO. 
the pontiff. The Duke of Parma waa weak. be gave up the 
command to Gaufrido his favourite minister and the Bishop's 
murderer, who was subsequently defeated at Casale on his retum 
from the expedition. By the advice of Ferdinand and the 
Duchess of Parma this man waa immediately imprisoned and 
soon after lost his head, upon which was laid every sin com
mitted against Rome. But all this humiliation failed, Innocent 
was too intent on his quarry ; be took Castro, dispersed the 
inhabitants, destroyed the whole city, levelled the very ground 
where it stood, and erected a column on the desolate spot to 
record a pontiff's vengeance for a prelate's death! After this 
act of priestly beneficence a treaty was concluded which gave 
Innocent possession of the duchy as ecclesiastical property 
until every debt were discharged, and if not accomplished 
within eight years the tenure waa to became permanent and 
Castro forfeited. 

Ferdinand was justly blamed for allowing this, but he could 
A 0 1 neither afford a war nor a quarrel with the pope, and his 
· · .oo. armed neutrality was a heavy burden which he felt 

doubly anxious to get rid of; besides be was now solely intent 
on strengthening his friendship with Philip, and the offer of 
Pontremoli by that monarch for 500,000 crowns enabled him 
to enlarge his dominions. This city, the capital of Lunigiana 
lies in the Val-di-Magne a plain watered by the Magra and the 
Verde rivers, and its territory extends from the Apennines to 
the river Oravia with about sixty miles of ciroumference. & 
its revenue did not exceed 3000 scudi, political motives and the 
hope of improvement would alone have justified such a price ; 
but the country had been oppressed and exhausted, and this 
only could account for so small a revenue, as six thousand 
souls was then considered to be the civic population; and no 1681 
tha,n seventy-nine villages with about sixteen thousand inhabi· 
~ts were supposed to occupy the country! At present.t}?.ere are 
only about four ~usand citizens and between nine and ten thou-
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sand rural inhabitants, which as regards the city, is an inctease 
of nearly a thousand in about ninety-five years ; that is fron). 
17 45 to 1840 *: the ancient estimate is therefore probably eiag
gerated and is moreover out of proportion to so slender a revenue. 
Pontremoli during the Milanese government was one of those 
small states which, nominally under Spanish protection, soo:u. 
became vassals, and commanding the communication between 
Lombardy and Tuscany it was jealously guarded, while the pro· 
-rincial chiefs were kept in a state of pe~tual discord. In the 
subsequent state of Spanish affairs the maintenance of this post, 
isolated as it remained from the other Spanish provinces, was 
deemed too costly and useless, and therefore sold to the Genoese 
in 164 7, but subject to certain conditions which were not ful
filled; for the people insisted that King Philip had no right to 
sell them to a foreign state. The price to Ferdinand was nomi· 
nally vast, yet really diminished one-fifth by his hopeless credits 
on the crown of Spain. This sale was strenuously opposed by 
Genoa, but the imperial investiture silenced her and placed the 
Grand Duke in possession, who in the fullness of joy offered all 
his assistance to Don Juan for the reduction of Piombino and 
Lungone, both of which after a month's siege surrendered and 
cleared the French altogether from Tuscany. On this occasion 
a present of a Florentine mosaic table worked with excellent 
skill and in exquisite taste was sent by Ferdinand to Don Louis 
de Haro : it illustrated stories from the poets, and in the centre 
was a golden equestrian statue of Philip IV. on a base of pre
cious stones, by Gaspero Mola: the whole group was ornamented 
with pure gold, but the value of the workmanship far exceeded 
that of the materials. Don Louis de Haro honestly showed it 
to the king requesting his permission to receive so costly a 
favour, but Philip deeming it more suitable to a royal than a 
subject's cabinet, kept it for himself I 

· * Galluzzi, Lib. vii., cap. v.~Repetti Diz.ionario Geograf0 , &co, di Toecana. 
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The possesaion of Pontremoli opened a way to new acquisi· 

tiona through the quarrels of feudal chiefs and the 
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dician interference, like our own Indian protectorates, seems 
always to have been in favour of the worst cause. The son of 
a Marquis Fosdinuovo conspired to deprive his father of life and 
property, and Ferdinand supported him at Vienna while GeDO& 
took the other part : both states were in fact endeavouring to 
take advantage of the universal discord in that province to 
benefit themselves, and much ill-blood arose between them which 
increased in proportion to the multiplication of conterminous 
points in their course of self-aggrandizement .. 

The paramount necessity of retrenchment and future economy, 
the love of science and literature imbibed from Galileo, 

A.D. l8U. and the general encouragement of talented men, began 
again to give a more intellectual tone to courtly habits and 
manners : a more simple and rational style of living spread from 
the pa1aee downwards, without that gorgeous luxury which in 
excluding the many mortifies those whom fortune alone, ~ 
rank talent or manners, or any incapability of adding brilliancy 
to society, often denies the means of joining it. The interesta 

ol Tuscany moreover were with more favourable aus
A .D. 1863. piees again identified with Spain, which under the 
prudent and comparatively honest government of Don Louis 
de Haro was recovering from her former state of prostration : 
peace had been reestablished in Catalonia ; Barcelona wu 
reduced to obedience ; the Duke of Mantua had openly joined 
her, and in putting himself under Philip's protection even 
admitted a Spanish garrison to Casale. All these were ao 
many signs of returning strength, and the ·decay of French 
iofiuence in Italy infused a new feeling of security which 
softened manners by gradually melting down that reckless 
ferocity and absence of principle so often engendered through 
fear, weakness, and their attendant, suspicion. 
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Pope Innocent's advanced age generated the U81la1 intrigues 
at Rome where through Donna Olympia's influence 
th B b . . . th d tha . b A.D. 1654. e ar enm were m e ascen ant, so t 1t ecame 
expedient to send the Cardinal Carlo de' Medici, deacon of· 
the sacred college and protecting Cardinal of Spain, charged 
with the full volume of Medician hatred to oppose their in
fluence : he was also assisted by the young Cardinal of Medicis, 
and both acted under Ferdinand's orders as the depositary of 
Philip's most secret plans. The l~tter simultaneously endea
voured to quiet the uneasiness of France at this close alliance with 
Spain by certain attentions of state ceremony which the cardinals 
were commanded to pay to Cardinal Antonio Barberini and the 
French party at Rome : this elicited the particular thanks of 
Mazzerino and the queen, and induced them to overlook the 
Grand Duke's friendly reception of Cardinal Gondi Archbishop 
of Paris who had escaped from imprisonment on account of his 
share in the disturbance occasioned by the Parisian parliament 
against the Government. The death of Pope Innocent on the 
seventh of January 1666 concentrated all the previous intri
gues in the Conclave, where the Barberini, supported 

F • d h . d 1 d b T A.D. 1665' by ranee, an t e SpanlBr s, e on y uscany, were 
obstinately struggling. In the midst of this battle a third 
party was formed under the secret orders of Cardinal Francesco 
Barberini, who calling themselves the "flying squadron," took 
conscietfce and public good as their motto and determined to 
act independently. There were seventy-one cardinals, and 
forty-one of these were necessary to elect a pope, wherefore the 
" sqll.ddrone volante," which mustered but thirty-three, was only 
able to exclude .• unless it joined one of the others. The Spanish 
division could iuso exclude, and determined not to yield, while 
that of France declared its resolution to die in conclave sooner 
than abandon their candidate. Continued confinement how
ever overcame the valour or patience of many, and after some 
manreuvring between the " sqll.ddrD'M volante " and the Spa-

VOL. V. II 
oi· izodb,Google -



FLOBB:RTINE BISTOBY. [soo11. m •. 

niards they came to a parley which terminated in the election of 
Fabio Chigi of Siena under the name of Alexander VII. Chigi 
was generally acceptable for his talents, experience, and conci· 
liati.Dg disposition; but his comparatively vigorous age made this 
election unpalatable to the older cardinals, and though the Medici 
who were principally instrumental in his election imagined that 
they had gained a-staunch adherent they ultimately discovered 
that the private friend, under a change of station, is not always 
the public protector. F~cis I. Duke of Modena who had 
married a Barberini, and whose eldest son was also allied by 
marriage with one of the Martinozzi, niece of Cardinal Maz
zerino, became on this and other accounts suspected by the 
Marquis of Carazena governor of Milan, who requiring assu
rances of fidelity obliged him to demand French assistance, 
wherefore being also supported by Prince Thomas of Savoy he 
made active war on that city. Ferdinand apprehensive of seeing 
Parma drawn into this quarrel and attempting the recovery of 
Castro, endeavoured to get a prolongation of the time for pay
ment, or the liberty of alienating a portion of that state to pay 
the debts. The young Cardinal of Medici was charged with 
this negotiation, but Alexander met him by a plump denial, 
asserting that Castro was much too convenient an acquisition 
for the church to permit its alienation, besides showing other 
marks of enmity, so that the cardinal prepared to retire in 
disgust when he was commanded to receive Queen Christina, 
daughter of Gustavus Adolphus, who had renounced a sceptre 
which she was too silly to wield and a religion too simple and 
perhaps too austere for her worldly propensities. The society 
of young prelates and Christina's attractions became so agree
able to all parties that Pope Alexander added a cardinal of 
maturer years to regulate these visits in order that neither 

• profane nor sacred purple should be stained : as regarded the 
younger Medici this precaution seems to have been insufficient, 
for Ferdinand was soon after requested to recall his brother 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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to Florence for greater security. Young gay and agreeable 
prelates no doubt added much to the attractions of a religion 
which, amongst the cardinals at least, was then no impedi
ment to fashionable immorality or any other mundane pleasure 
even though it might liave been dashed with a little licen
tiousness*· 

About this time the plague making its way from Naples 
passed· along the coast towards Tuscany, but was 
there· excluded by a prohibition of all correspondence A.D. 1656' 

with &me, where the " squadrone volante " still soared as a 
powerful independent body, but whose ascendancy Ferdinand 
was not inclined to suffer : after some ineffectual efforts to 
dissolve it he determined on a reconciliation with the whole 
race of Barberini, and by uniting them to Spain neutralize 
the hostility of that monarch, through their influence with 
Modena. This plan suceeeded, and a restoration of their 
sequestered property by Philip IV. completed the pacification, 
which was not distasteful even to France, although it reenforced 
the Aristrian faction at Rome. 

Ferdinand and his brother, afterwards Cardinal Leopold, 
inherited ·much of the family taste for science and 
1• d fi'ul d . d h . A.D. 1657. 1terature, an ,a care e ucatlon un er t e mstruc· 
tion and influence of Galileo improved and confirmed it : war 
plagile and famine, with l_ong and general misery had ob
structed such pursuits ; but when a reconciliation with Spain 
ensured national safety and calmed the sovereign's anxiety, 
fresh energy was imparted to philosophy by their example. 
Both Ferdinand and Leopold were not only encouragers of 
scientific men but were themselves well qualified to take part 
in philosophical labours and experiments, and quicken the 
advance of truth. Galileo had been overwhelmed by the in
quisition while Ferdinand was yet a youth and still in a 
manner under female influence, but he now nourished the 

• Galluzzi, Lib. vii., cap. vi. 
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seeds sown by that great man, and was instrumental in de
molishing the scholastic philosophy in Tuscany to make room 
for that of his two illustrious cotemporaries Bacon and Galileo. 
Emulating the literary glory of old Cosimo and Lorenzo be 
established a Platonic academy as the first measured attack 
on the philosophy, the usurpation, and tyranny of the cloisters. 
Under this influence the great object of Florentine sages soon 
became a deduction of truth from the observation of facts, 
the dissolution of ancient bondage, and the total dissipation of 
error by the force of real experimental wisdom. '!'he lll08t 
efficacious means for this was a reciprocal and universal in
tercommunication of mind, and the consequent collision of 
opinions : thence numerous Florentine societies sprang up 
with varied objects and a diversity of appellations : literature, 
science, philosophy, the fine arts, all had their votaries, and 
every rank concurred in giving spirit and emulation to · the 
scene. The example of the Della Crusca academy which 
combining pleasure with business often melted pedantry in 
conviviality, was followed by all the others, each having its 
"Stravizzio" or periodical banquet where temperate indulgence 
imparted zest to philosophy. Amongst these societieS the 
"Oonverzazione Filosofoa" of the Pitti palace was most cele
brated : it consisted of the ablest literary and scientific men 
of the day, most of them the friends scholars and disciples 
of Galileo of whom Evangelista Torricelli occupied the first 
rank and filling the place of his great master almost ri
valled his celebrity; but death carried him oft' in 1647 at the 
age of nine-and-thirty. This retarded the march of genuine 
philosophy ; but every atmospheric change will still remind 
the world of Evangelista Torricelli da Modigliana. Famiano 
Michelini and Niccolo Aggiunti dal Borgo San Sepolcro, 
one of Galileo's most intimate friends, were the instructors 
of the Tuscan princes in mathematics and practical astro
nomy : Viviani, Marsili, Paulo and Candido del Buono, Antonio 

' 
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Uliva and the celebrated physician poet and philosopher, Fran
cesco Redi, all contributed to embellish the " Converzazi.one 
Filosofica" and lent a new grace to royalty while they benefited 
and illuminated the world. These scientific labours were how
ever as yet only the separate exertions of individual men ; 
but with Ferdinand's patronage and under Leopold's especial 
care the whole force of their genius was finally concentrated 
in the " Accademia del Oimmto," which being the first ex
perimental society became the model of all those that were 
subsequently formed in Europe. The taste for Italian litera
ture which distinguished the Emperor Ferdinand the Third 
and his Empress Leonora bad already caused them to assemble 
many learned Italians and form them into an academy in the 
imperial palace at Vienna, where the emperor's family, especially 
the Archduke Leopold William, always assisted; this gave 
rise .to the " Oimmto" in the palatial residence at Florence 
which opened six months after, and held its first sitting in June 
1667 under the presidency of Prince Leopold de' Medici. 
As a pupil of Galileo, strongly inclined to science, correspond
ing with all the philosophers and professors of the fine arts in 
Europe, the brother and friend of his sovereign, and no mean 
proficient himself; Leopold was admirably adapted to preside 
over this new institution and direct its operations. Nor was 
he less fitted to preserve harmony in those societies, which not 
being exempt from human influence and weakness allow envy 
arrogance and jealousy, mortified vanity, and self-conceit to 
glide as easily amongst them as into courtly circles or the 
unphilosophical haunts of common men. It was the presi
dent's privilege to order experiments, but the academy was 
open to all talent, and its only fundamental law was the re
pudiation of any favourite system or sect of philosophy, and 
the obligation to investigate nature by the pure light of experi
mental facts and unerring truth. 

This celebrated body bad a short but energetic existence 
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of only nine years : Leopold from political expediency bad 
become a cardinal, and a search for truth being then appa· 
rently out of keeping with that dignity, he was compelled to 
resign, whereupon the clashing pretensions of irascible genius 
burst forth and blew the assembly to atoms: ita fra.gment:B still 
bright and precious were eagerly gathered up by foreign nations 
and made the comer stones of steadier institutions. 

While Ferdinand and his brother were thus fostering science, 
the Grand Duchess Victoria and her favourite priestS 

A.D. l65i. were bringing up Prince Cosimo as a monk with all 
the bigotry anci prostration of mind so often engendered in a 
cloister. He was now sixteen, but soon after his birth conjugal 
happiness, if any ever existed, was totally destroyed between 
his parent:B though appearances were still preserved, and the 
Grand Duchess was compensated by the management of her 
son's education. This separation continued for eighteen years 
when a reconciliation was effected and a second prince appeared 
in 1661. Young Cosimo thus -educated in the gloom of priest
craft and bigotry, became melancholy, fond of solitude, of 
theological studies and sacred contemplations : philosophy and 
all her votaries were driven forth from his presence, and those 
best able to awaken in him some rational ideas and feelings 
of the use and duties of high station, were shunned as impious, 
while the narrow maxims of designing churchmen made in 
awful and profound impression on his youthful intellect. Avel'86 
from the occupations of science and genius, religious forms and 
ceremonies displaced truth, and constituted his principal recrea
tion; a foe to cheerfulness, an enemy to music and poetry; sullen 
thoughtful and reserved, be courted retirement and sought his 
best consolation in the converse and society of friars. The 
Grand Duke, when too late, discovered his error in allowing of 
this education and endeavoured to counteract these melancholy 
babit:B by marriage: an English princess would have been preferred 
but for the unhappy predicantent of the Stuart:B, at that time 
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exiles on the continent, and the fear which then possessed 
every European state of offending Cromwell " at whose name 
the world grew pale." The treaty of the Pyrenees and mar· 
riage of Louis XIV. of France to a Spanish princess 
by destroying the Duke of Orleans' expectations of A.D. 1659" 

making his daughter queen ; and his subsequent death, by leav
ing the children under regal protection, together facilitated the 
intentions of Cardinal Mazzerino and Ferdinand to marry 
the young princess to Cosimo in despite of the Duchess of 
Orleans. The Princess Margaret Louisa had been educated 
by Duke Gaston as the future queen · of France : 
nd d "th Ji lin d beau h d A.D. 1660" e owe wt great ve esss an ty s e e· 

tested melancholy and gravity, whether ~ the stateliness of 
Spain or the good-humoured composure of Italy. Full of 
worldly accomplishments, fond of riding and hunting, fluent 
in language, brilliant in conversation, no human being could be 
less fitted for the character of her destined husband. The 
death of Mazzerino in March 1661 gave some hope A D 1861 
of interrupting this match, but the king and queen · · · 
were fum and the unhappy girl had her choice between Flo· 
rence and a convent, so that without much apparent reluct
ance the marriage ceremony was accomplished by proxy. Don 
Mathias awaited her arrival at Marseilles and took her to 
Leghorn : the subsequent journey to Florence was a sort of 
triumph, in the midst of all that genius taste and wealth could 
perform to clothe reality in the brightest colours of enchant. 
ment. The whole scene was a brilliant pageant which flattered 
evanescent vanity, but Margaret's marriage was forced and 
her heart was far away I She joined Cosimo with disgust 
while her thoughts were fixed on the yoW!g Prince Charles of 
Lorraine. 

The French ambassador Crecquy retired at this period to Siena 
and subsequently to Florence, for he had quarrelled 
with Pope Alexander, who was indignant that the treaty A.D. 1662' 
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of the Pyrenees should have been made without him, and still 
more ao at the engagement of France and Spain to guarantee 
Parma and Modena ~t the church; the result was an 
immediate incameration of Castro with the destruction of all 
hope in its ultimate restoration. Crecqoy assisted by an enwy 
sent by Louie XIV. endeavoured to restore the already inter· 
ropted harmony between Cosimo and his bride; bot the blighted , 
hopes and affections of Margaret cast a gloom over every 
thing and turned all that was meant for pleasure to poison: 
nothing could penetrate a preoccupied heart and every en
deavour to please her was met by sullen discontent or biting 
ridicule. No overt act however occurred until after the de
parture of Prince Charles who had arrived and passed a con
siderable time at court where their affection was still unknown, 
but subsequently her proceeding became extravagant: con
cealing her pregnancy she took the most violent exercise on 
foot and horseback to procure miscarriage : ·detesting her 
husband, Florence, and everything Italian, she prayed to 
enter a French convent sooner than remain in Tuscany : the 
threats of Louie XIV. and the efforts of his ministers were 
equally unavailing, but both Cosimo and Ferdinand indulged 
her in everything ; and thus they remained for some time 
longer. 

The qnarrel between France and&me determinedLouisXIV. 
to send an army across the Alps, and he demanded the use of 
Tuscany and its ports for his fleets and armies, at the same 
time inviting Ferdinand to join him and share t1e conquests. 
The requests were granted but the invitation declined, for the 
Grand Duke had now become too cautious a politician to be 
enticed into an imprudence by advantages so distant and on
~ertain, more especially as he was expecting a cardinal's hat for 

one of his family to replace Giovanni Carlo de' Medici 
A.D. I003. h . d f ] • J 663 Q" • w o exprre o apop exy m anuary 1 . IOvanDI 

was considered a great loss because of his skill and talents in the 
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conduct of public aft'airs ; but from his open and uutridled 
licentiousness not well adapted to the purple. Alexander alike 
heedless of the menaces of Louis XIV. the remon-
strances of Ferdinand, and the openly expressed anger A.D. 1664• 

of Italy, mustered twenty thousand men and prepared for 
resistance while he sent a minister to negotiate. Louis however 
woUld not admit this envoy to cross the border but conferences 
were opened at Pont de Beauvoisin with Crecquy : the restitu
tion of Castro was however made indispensable, wherefore they 
failed and both sides prepared for war. Parma and Modena 
were eager to begin, a squadron lay ready in the French ports, 
and an army was all prepared to march : Louis however scarcely 
conceiving that Pope Alexander could be so fool-hardy as to 
oppose France, wrote to the old cardinal of Medici as deacon of 
the sacred college to say that after waiting eighteen months for 
redress he was about to croBB the Alps, and as the peacefully in· 
clined cardinals were likely to suffer innocently, they shoUld now 
insist on it in full col$istory, to which end he had despatched his 
plenipotentiary who woUld remain at Florence until the fifteenth 
of February. The time was short, the king peremptory, the 
college alarmed ; there was no evasion, and Alexander was 
finally compelled to negotiate. A congress accordingly met at 
Pisa under Ferdinand's mediation where the aft'airs of Parma 
and Modena were settled, the disincameration of Castro was 
agreed to, with the power of recovering that duchy at any time 
during the space of eight years, and compensation was awarded 
to Modena for the occupation of Comacchio. All these proved un
satisfactory to the Italian princes, who considered their interests 
sacrificed to the vanity of Louis XIV. ; but the humiliation of 
Alexander VII. was complete, and as severe as the insult to 
France was great and unprovoked. It arose in a dispute about 
ceremony between Crecquy and the pope's relations at Rome ; 
this led to affrays amongst their domestics and ended in an 
attack on the French embassy by the " Slnrri" and papal guard 
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who fired into the palace, and even at the ambassador himself 
while trying to allay the tumult : after this the carriage of the 
ambassadress was assaulted, a page was killed before her face, 
and the culprits allowed to escape with imp!lnity ! Crecquy 
thus divining the real source of tumult, withdrew from Rome, 
and thence arose the warlike attitude of France and subse
quent negotiations. Finally Cardinal Chigi Alexander's nephew 
was sent to bumble himself and his whole bouse before Louis 
in the following words. " If I and the family to which I 
" belong bad any part in the transactions of the twentieth of 
" August 1662, we should esteem ourselves unworthy of the 
" pardon that we now wish for and which it is our duty to 
" demand from your majesty." Besides this, Don Mario Chigi 
was compelled to attest on the faith of a true knight that be 
bad no part whatever in the transaction ; and Don Agostino 
Chigi was forced to receh·e the Duke de Crecquy at the eccle
siastical frontier on his return to &me. The grievances of 
those who bad suffered from their attacbinent to France were 
redressed and compensated; the pope's Col"Sican guard was 
disbanded for ever and a pyramid erected in front of their 
guard-house on which was recorded the decree of abolition and 
the incapacity of that nation to serve the Holy See in time to 
come. After these conditions were executed, A vignon was to 
be restored and affairs to resume their wonted course. 

The bloody conflict of nations to appease offended dignity can
not always be supported by morality ; yet the satisfaction was 
great and universal at seeing this pontiff humbled by a power 
which be bad presumed to insult in the same manner as the 
pontiffs were accustomed to trample on the weak Italian states. 
It is in fact the apprehension of disagreeable consequences which 
keeps governments and even many individuals in order ; but 
as this wholesome fear is inefficient unless occasionally realized, 
it followe that wars on apparently trivial causes are sometimes 
necessary and therefore lose much of that barbarous and·reek-
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less character which at first sight they seem to deserve. There 
is in fact a certain line which neither countries nor private per
sons, however peaceable and gentle in character, can allow to 
be passed with impunity : for turning the other c)leek to be 
smitten can only be effectual when your neighbour does the 
like ; or when he who offers it is in error and he that smites 
immaculate. 

The Duke de Crecquy on his way to Rome was again com
missioned to attempt a reconciliation between Prince Cosimo 
and Margaret of Orleans who still persevered in her extravagant 
conduct : for Cosimo's studied absence was of no avail : all 
.the ambassador's diplomacy, all the concessions of her husband, 
all the cunning of Ferdinand, and all the authority of Louis 
XIV. were alike insufficient to reduce one little wilful woman 
within the bounds of reason and lawful obedience! She had given 
birth to a son in 1663 and prospects brightened; yet to secure 
them, as was said, her French attendants were dismissed and her 
liberty restricted in order to make her feel the sovereign power 
and succumb to it ! But a lofty extravagant spirit was not thus 
to be tamed, and more intense hatred ensued. She even 
demanded further liberty, a share in the government, emancipa
tion, from the Grand Duke's authority and from .Cosimo's 
power, increased allowances, and the restitution of all her 
French attendants. Crecquy passed forward in despair to the 
less puzzling business of state, and the repeated 

f Lo . XI till A.D. 1666. autograph remonstrances o Ul8 V. were s 
useless : Madame du Deffant, who had educated her and was 
supposed to have some influence, arrived at FloJeDce with 
three sets of instructions : the first all affection and gentlenesS; 
the second sharp and severe admonition ; the third bitter 
reproof and threats of extreme rigour ; all were equally scorned, 
and Madame du Deffant no longer recognized her former 
pupil ! Religion, theology, bishops, priests, and friars were let 
loose upon ~e wayward girl, but they were all too like her 
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husband and only exasperated her the more : increased rigour 
became expedient and at the risk of public scandal solitary con
finement was adopted. Poggio-a-Caiano was named as her place 
of residen~ and she received the intimation with delight, assert· 
ing that she should feel more comfort in being spared the sight 
of loathed and detested objects than any possible annoyaooe 
from local solitude or personal loneliness. In this retnm 
anger violence and perversity on one side were augmented by 
continual and mistaken efforts at reform on the other, her 
health began to suffer, yet on bearing of a proposed visit from 
the Grand Duke and Cosimo she promptly informed the latter 
that he would be received only by flinging a missal at his head ! 
Even pontifical authority was summoned to the rescue, but 
neither matrimonial, parental, royal, nor even papal inftuence 
were successful until solitude abstinence and confinement began 
to subdue mental perversity and occasion a parley. Her condi
tions were however unmodified in their audacity : nor was it until 
after a prolonged acquaintance with solitude and neglect, that 
either vanity or some more rational feeling wrought a momentaly 
change of conduct: wherefore suddenly quitting her retreat she 
appeared at Florence and throwing herself into Cosimo's armtl, 

while she acknowledged her errors to his father, submitted un
conditionally to their authority and brought an ephemeral peace 
to the grand ducal palace ! 

The tranquillity enjoyed by Tuscany after its reconciliation 
with Spain had assisted the revival of commerce 

A.D. 1666. • ul d u£ b 'd . be ficial agnc ture an man a.ctures, es1 es Its ne 
influence on public finances and the fine arts ; the royal encour
agement given to literature bad also softened manners and 
social intercourse, but the preservation of this salutary quiet 
depended more on foreign policy than any personal exertions 
of Ferdinand. He bad hitherto contrived by diplomatic cun
ning and double dealing, which in helpless states is perhaps the 
only means of safety, to steer betw~ the enmity and no less 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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dangerous friendship of the two great t~salpine monarchies, 
but at a vast sacrifice of treasure and sincerity ; the first a 
serious loss both to himself and subjects ; the last of little con
sequence in the estimation of either. Neither did the relative 
condition of European powers .at this epoch exhibit any favour
able symptoms of lasting peace. Philip the Fourth's decease 
left Spain exhausted by war, with all the evils of a minoritr, 
and a system of misrule, existing more or less since the days of 
Charles V. which all the virtue and ability of Don Louis de Haro 
were insufficient to remove. Louis XIV. too began to emit 
some sparks of that fire which subsequeJ!tly set Europe in a 
blaze, desolated France, and sowed the seeds of those convul
sions that ultimately destroyed her monarchy I By bringing 
nations to a truer estimate of their own force and dignity they 
gave a power to public opinion before unknown, and finally 
served to exhibit the weakness of those rulers who madly 
attempt to oppose instead of guiding the spirit of the age. Eng
land had already set an example which vibrated through every 
comer of the world, and even to the present day in a manner 
commands its destinies. Germany was about this period dis
turbed by Turkish aggressions which also pressed upon the 
eastern provinces of Venice ; Pope Alexander VII. was striving 
to avoid fulfilling the treaty of Pisa by refusing the first pay· 
ment for Castro, ~d the Emperor still insisting on contributions 
from the Italian fiefs, a recent demand which had remained 
4ilormant for centuries. The Grand Duke claimed exemption 
for Florence as an independent community ; for Siena as a fief 
of Spain ; and for his minor holdings on the plea of poverty ; 
but as a voluntary act he sent a supply of arms and stores to 
Trieste, which a subsequent peace soon spared him the nooessity 
of repeating. 

The Cardinal of Medici's death made-that dignity more than 
ever desirable for another Tuscan prince : Mathias wanted it ; 
but Leopold's superior talents marked him as the fitter man; 



.... 

wherefore Ferdinand resolved to wait until the approaching 
decease of the former should leave him free to act, and in the 
interim strove to procure the benefices previously enjoyed by 
both cardinals for his second son Francis Maria. Alexander VII. 
died in May 1667 and his successor Pope Clement IX. showed 
a friendly disposition towards Ferdinand by offering a cardinal's 
bat to either of his brothers, which the death of Mathias now 

left him free to accept for Leopold. It was ima-
A.D. lCJCI'T. • d b tba this fi artifi f gme y some t avour was a mere ee o 
Clement's to dissolve the Cimento ; but his character forbids 
such belief, and long before Leopold's promotion that academy 
began to crumble away from causes already noticed. Borelli 
and Viviani quarrelled, and the former left Tuscany with Oliva 
and Rinaldini : Dati and Viviani were much noticed by Louis 
XIV. and others with more vanity and less merit became jealous 
of this distinction. Segni and Magalotti left court to make the 
tour of Europe, and Leopold himself, occupied in state affairs, 
ceased to attend as before, so that the whole society gradually 
mouldered away. In Rome however he still continued his 
patronage to learned men and even protected some of Galileo's 
followers from the inquisition : amongst these Onorato Fabri 
a Jesuit bad boldly overstepped the intolerance of his order 
and hailed the light of reason ; whereupon he ~ marked as a 
victim by the inquisitor, but Leopold's influence saved him. 

Mter a few months of quietude the Princess of Tuscany 
alarmed both courtly morality and dignity by attempting to 
elope with a Frenchman of low birth and bad character ; and 
consequent rigour only induced her to meditate joining a party 
of Gipsies with whom she was one night detected settling all 
the preliminaries from the palace windows at Pisa ! Baffied 
in this she again strove to produce miscarriage, and failing. 
resorted to starvation as a means of suicide ! But the reduc
tion of her physical system by this regimen tended to subdue 
her excitability and she finally gave birth to the Princess Anna 
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M~ Louisa afterwards electress Palatine. In consequence 
of her fixed avenion to Prince Cosimo be was advised to 
absent himself for a season, and visited Holland 

d G ed Fl d . A.D. 1668. 
an ermany, return to orence an was agam 
rejected, then travelled through Spain and Portugal, embarked 
at Corunna for England, was driven by a storm into Kinsale, 
and as already remarked, though fresh from Tuscany 
• f . • bl b d f h A.D. l8G9. m one o 1ts most mlSera e epoc s an rom t e 
still more suffering Spain, he was nevertheless astounded at 
Irish wretchedness ! Continuing his course to London and 
thence through France homeward, he found the princess some
what more placable, and hoping for greater tranquillity applied 
himself to public aft'airs. 

The death of Clement IX. in December 1669 gave him and 
the Cardinal of Medicis full scope for their intrigues in manag
ing the conclave, which alter more than four months of perplexity, 
at length, and principally through Medician influence, elected the 
octogenarian C~ Altieri, as a provisional pontiff whose ex
altation would release them for a season from confinement, and 
on the twenty-ninth of April1670 he ascended the throne under 
the name of Clement X. 

About this period the Grand Duke Ferdinand's health began 
sensibly to decline until a confirmed dropsy ending in 

1 . . d hi . th I urth A.D. 16'10. apop exy termmate s eJUstence on e twenty-10 
of May 1670 after a reign of forty-nine years out of fifty-nine 
which he passed in the world. Of a feeble temperament, and edu
cated under the influence ofvain silly women and weak self-inter
ested ministers, the earlier years of this reign were a reflex of 
their despicable and mischievous character. ,Timidity in opposing 
ecclesiastical encroachments coupled with extreme terror of 
papal authority, marked the incipient acts of his government: 
Galileo's persecution although deplored was scarcely resisted 
by him, and together with the trained assassins of his ordinary 
suite exhibit a mixture of fear superstition and ferocity that can 
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seareely be excused even by the manners of the age, by papal 
power, or the alleged necessity of oppoaing the Barberini 'With 
their own treacherous weapons. Ferdinand the Second's rule 
was nevertheless marked by considerable prudence, though often 
verging on timidity ; by an apparent wish to alleviate public 
misery, and by more enlightened views than the mass of his 
people on the means of doing so. He displayed all the rigour 
of his race iB upholding the severity, or rather the Vindictne 
spirit of old republican legislation ; for vengeance and not 
example was still the moving principle of government, and 
the greatest personal suffering with the least exemplary 'W81'D· 

ing formed the most prevailing habit of that age and country. 
His taxation was heavy and the people complained, but they 

were not exasperated by courtly extravagance when crying in 
bitterness for bread. Social, nay even familiar with his courtiers, 
and surrounded by men of science, he knew how to conceal 
sovereignty under the garb of a polished and enlightened gen· 
tleman. A strong fraternal affection which allowed his brothers 
considerable share in the government was as liberal as unusual 
amongst crowned heads, and almost unique in the race of Me
dici : besides this a long peace and the naturally scientific bent 
of Ferdinand's mind ultimately modified its early ferocity, and 
the old republican spirit being spent, what was 1~ with rough 
independence, was in the opinion of many more than oompen· 
sated by a so{t and refined civilization, the harbinger of bigotry 
and hypocrisy in the reign o{ his successor. The very forma 
and vestiges of republican freedom were nearly obliterated under 
Ferdinand II., one of whose greatest laults was extreme severity, 
not only as the effect of inclination or a morbid sense of nomi· 
nal justice, but in allowing the Inquisition's acts a free course 
throughout Tuscany, nay even under his own eyes in the capi· 
tal. His private vices were the theme of Florentine scandal 
and public execration, and his separation from the G1'8Dd 
Duchess is said to have been the consequeDCe of them ; yet the 
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tales of his debauchery are stoutly denied by others, and Flo
rentines seldom omit any occasion of casting a deeper tinge on 
the faults of their adversaries. 

Ferdinand the Second's plan of associating his brothers in· 
the government gave considerable force and unity to· its deci
sions ; it reduced the various secretaries of state to simple exe
cutors of his will, and the sovereignty itself to a species of 
patriarohal government which the perfect fraternal agreement· 
made more efficient. Prince Mathias as Governor of Siena 
was usually absent from Florence, and in addition had the gene
ral military command ; but the Cardinal Giovaimi Carlo and 
Prince Leopold, presided in the councils, managed all financial 
aud political business at home, and were commonly chosen as· 
arbitrators in private disputes or litigation. This sort of rule 
gained popularity, probably because it was not ill or ignorantlJ 
administered, but the succeeding reign enhanced its value and 
it endeared its me!Jlory. 

That deterioration of manners which sprang from weak female 
government and papal disputes was arrested, and finally ceased 
after the establishment of peace under the more manly rule of 
Ferdinand ; the national character assumed a milder and more 
affable form, crime diminished in towns, but the rural dis• 
tricts were still infested by robbers and assassins, the scum of 
Lombard wars and Neapolitan revolutions. Still more pernicious 
than these was the corrosive action of priestly influence. and its 
direct encroachments on state government : arrogated privileges 
and immunities afforded continual pretexts for disputing the 
sovereign power and avoiding public burdens; the bishops, care
less of their pastoral duties became mere ·tools of Rome, and. 
under the Barberini made strenuous efforts to sap the pririce's 
authority and dispute the judgments of his courts. The go
l"emment was essentially weak irresolute and sensitive ; the 
spiritual and temporal power of Rome were immoderately feared,. 
and the domineering spirit of priestcraft rode triumphant over 

VOL. V. KK 
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a timid prince and superstitious people. An augmented tax 
on stamped paper in 16") was made a cause of quarrel although 
the clergy were expreasly uempted, and na abolition most in
eolently demanded on the plea that ecclesiasti~» would be occa
sionally though indirectly affected by it. Such abuses were rife 
and rank during the reign of Ferdinand II., nor had ancient 
republican CUBtoms nor the regnlations of Cosimo or Francesco I. 
any power to stop them, 80 that the government became more 
priestly than monarchical, and clerical tribunals still lorded it 
over Tuscany. Amongst these the Inquisition held the most 
high and dreaded place. 

Under Pope Urban VIII. and directed by Barberini-hatred, 
that court assumed complete independence and indulged in all 
the horrors of its character : confiscations, pains, penalties and 
the dismal pomp of the Auto da je accustomed the people to its 
terrors and especially to these spectacles, by insensibly awaken· 
ing a gloomy and fearful interest in them which Ferdinand never 
attempted to destroy. The canon Pandolfo Ricasoli, a man of 
great learning and apparent respectability, had gained some cele
brity by his spiritual direction of convents, also as a preacher and 
in the instruction of youth ; amongst other things he directed 
a school of young girls founded by one Faustina Mainardi a 
woman of low condition : they apparently confined themselves 
to pure spiritual iustruction but employed religious confidence 
as a means of seduction, and to such an extent as to demoralize 
the whole society. This conduct as reported by a father con· 
fessor soon put the Holy Office into action, and in November 
1641 the refectory of Santa Croce was turned into a court of 
justice to try the culprits. A scaffold hung with black drapery, 
as for the exposure of a corpse, and surrounded by the int}ui· 
sitors, was seen in the midst of this vast hall: Cardinal· Giovan· 

• Carlo de' Medici, the younger princes of the blood, the priest· 
hood, the nobility, every member of government, and other 
official persons filled the remaining space, 80 that the area of 
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that enormous chamber teemed with anxious spectators. On 
this gloomy stage the prisoners dressed in garments painted 
with flames and devils, were seen kneeling at the feet of the 
Grand Inquisitor, who grim as Moloch, hearkened to a monk 
that with sepulchral voice and menacing aspect recited the 
process, accompanied by minute details of every obscene. act 
which had been committed and acknowledged by the-prisoners. 
Sentence was then pronounced, by which Faustina and Ricasoli 
were doomed to be walled up in a dungeon until they expired ! 
The other accomplices were in a like spirit condemned to pun
ishments then considered proportionate to their crime : yet t~ 
Inquisitor was reprimanded for his lenity, dismissed from office, 
and replaced by a priest of sterner mould! And Ferdinand, 
although individually averse, permitted such horrors even in 
the time and country of Torricelli and Galileo ; so dark and 
bright are the different phases of the human mind ! 

Father Marius of Montepulciano who revealed these wicked 
scenes was blamed for his officiousness, especially by Ferdinand; 
but terrible as was the punishment Father Marins would have 
been unjustifiable in concealing such crimes even from more 
unrelenting judges ; yet the universal odium that he thus in
curred caused his removal to Rome, whence he was soon sent back 
by the Inquisition, not in his former office of confessor to thld 
schools of piety,_ but as chief of that establishment in Tusca.ny. 
Thus supported by the pope he became so troublesome to 
government that Ferdinand roused to a sense of his own dignity 
at last expelled him altogether, yet without abating the evil, 
which continued until peace was made with the Barberini. Papal 
ambition and the unrelaxing malignancy of that powerful family 
multiplied these vexations by augmenting the priesthood ; new . 
monastic orders were introduced, new convents of Jesuits es
tablished; Rome exult~ in beholding the rapid increase of her 
instruments and in seeing princes so tamely submitting to her 
yoke! Convents waxed rich, powerful, and luxurious; ecclesias· 

xx2 
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tical immunities became more numerous and tempting; taxation 
more grindiDg ; the land full of wretchedness ; fresh burdens 
crusbiDg the means of existence on one side and producing 
loxnry and privileged brutality on the other ; those means still 
dimiDishing ; the youth pressiDg onward in multitudes to the 
enjoyment of cloistered idleness and immunity ; discontented at 
home, averse to arms, distrustful of commerce, oppressed by 
taxation ; what little freedom they enjoyed was willingly bar
tered for the influence and repose of a convent, and numbers 
flocked to an order which they saw was so clearly undermining 
sovereign authority and casting off all control but that of Rome. 
Power and opulence soon destroyed monastic diacipliDe, morality 
withered, confusion echoed from every cloister, arid the sove· 
reign's authority was completely paralysed : new religious orders 
were then introduced in the same pious disguise of poverty, 
morality, humility ; and having first captivated the people, 
became in their turn, rich immoral and licentious : swarm after 
swarm thus settled on the land and entirely exhausted the 
commonwealth. 

The augmentation of old, and imposition of new taxes, dis
gusted everybody ; that on salt was peculiarly severe and 
oppressive ; trade and manufactures, which needed especial 
support in their declining state, suffered in common from these 
heavy contributions, the results of war, loans, p.e, pestilence, 
and famine. The wool trade, once the great source of national 
wealth, was in all its branches reduced to nearly a cipher and 
its spirit fled to more congenial climes ; France England and 
Holland welcomed her ; commerce tired of the narrow confines 
of the Mediterranean had long broken those bounds, and 
swarming over the wide Atlantic and Indian seas fiew home 
with its treasures to the shores of Europe. Trade and 
manufactures supported Florence while Italy was the focus of 
European iDdustry, but ages rolled away, circumstances altered. 
light and heat were more widely spread, and 9.uickened distant 
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nations ; new tastes sprung up, new wants arose amongst less 
civilized men ; their ingenuity awakened ; arts shifted their 
abode ; first by short flights like new· fledged birds; and finally 
on stronger pinions to remoter coverts, leaving the ancient nest 
nnpeopled. Such is ever the course of nations exclusively de
pending on commercial and manufacturing industry unsteadied 
by the ballast of agricultural strength : trade is a hoop which 
inns well while the impetus continues, but cannot long main· 
tain its own self-balanced motion. 

The industry that supported Florentine commerce bad de
cayed, but the silk and wool trades were still eagerly, though 
unskilfully cherished, in consequence of the numbers depend· 
ing on them, and having been long artificially sustained, when 
once the props gave way their fall became too rapid for the 
manufacturing population to find other occupations in a gene
rally declining country. It was vainly imagined that those 
protective laws, the supposed causes of their prosperity when 
Spain. and England were as yet unable to profit by their own 
wool, would still work miracles when all Italy teemed with the 
various products of transalpine industry. By continuing the 
restrictive or protecting system of the Florentine republic, 
foreign cloth was shut out, and severe laws were revived to 
regulate the sale and manufacture of native drapery, while the 
mischievous distinctions between the capital and its surround· 
ing districts, as far they affected the quality of wool for manu· 
factures, were again enforced in 1659 .. It was a maxim of both 
prince and people that the citizen was more useful than the 
farmer, and the latter was long neglected : industry therefore 
became fettered in the country, but fostered and as it were 
overlaid with kindness in the capital. In 1662 the impolicy 
of such measures was perceived, yet having no vent for its sur· 
pins the pampered manufacture still declined after being thus 
forced into unnatural existence, like artificial incubation, which 
about the same epoch was introduced into Tuscany. -
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The eilk manufacture followed a similar course and Jan. 
guished in defiance of its excellence; nor had the cultivation 
of mulberry trees fulfilled public expectation. In 1610 the 
quantity of foreign raw silk used in Florentine looms amounted 
to ~fourths, and in 1660 to one· third; but still the manufac. 
ture declined generally, and numbers of workmen were wholly 
supported by the state. After the last epoch this branch of 
industry received a sudden impulse by demands from England, 
and apparently not only for the article but the manufacturer. 
A law was passed to prevent weavers carrying their art out 
of Tuscany on pain of death and outlawry, by virtue of which 
decree anybody might kill them with impunity ! But the evil 
of restrictive laws was soon proved by their effects on foreign 
nations ; amongst others, England met the Tuscan prohibition 
of British manufactures by retaliation against the silk trade 
when its state was most promising. Agriculture did little to 
supply the void, for that also became gradually so manacled as 
to advance with extreme difficulty : the old laws which had 
already ruined Siena were yet in force, and still diminished the 
population : a succession of state visits in the form of commis· 
sions to inquire into what might be remedied in that pro
vince only verified fact without discovering causes. In 1640 
Siena contained about siXteen thousand souls and the rest of 
the province only ninety-six thousand, a sad decline from repub
lican prosperity, when previous ti> the great plague in 1848 the 
city alone is supposed to have numbered a hundred thousand 
inhabitants ! 

The fear of inflaming so sensitive and high-spirited a people, 
coupled with the character of Medician rule, which acted en· 
tirely through the Senese nobles, formed a government almost 
exclusively aristocratic and therefore ill adapted to recover a 
sinking state ; it was like soothing one finger of a univeraally 
diseased body, and brought no general relief. The ancient 
republican territory was now divided amongst four hundred and 
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twenty noble families who enjoyed a rental of two hundred and 
seventy thousand crowns; to these, amongst whom private ad van· 
tage commonly lurked under the mantle of patriotism, did the 
government look for ameliorative counsel ; and as they derived 
all their possessions from the prince his maxim of making 
~c:!iena the mere hand-maiden of Florence was zealously sup
ported, for each drew more iRdividual advantage by so acting 
than he ever could contemplate from any generally beneficial 
regulations. The prohibition against exporting grain was rigidly 
enforced, except under conditions that cancelled themselves, 
and its price in the Florentine market was fixed by government ; 
but all this while the public revenues were badly ·administered 
or made subservient to private gain : these were all valid rea· 
sori.S for a decay which was exclusively attributed to the insalu 
brity of climate. To remedy this, Ferdinand II. notwithstanding 
his father's and grandfather's failures ordered a canal to be ex
cavated between Grosseto and Castiglione della Pescaia with the 
double purpose of facilitating the transport of grain to the coast 
and draining that portion of the marsh ; and while this remained 
open and the river Ombrone restrained within certain boundS, all 
that could possibly be done for health and commerce was sup
posed to be accomplished. Even this was attended with enor
mous cost and trifling benefit, and as the interest ·of those who 
hired the fisheries ()n the lake itself was always consulted before 
the public good, its swampy area became injuriolisly expanded 
with a proportionate extension of miasmata. In 163Q the engi
neers Bartolotti, Cantagallina, Gargiolli and Pietro Petruccino 
asserted, and trill.y, that the only effeCtual cure would be by 
introducing the muddy waters of the Ombrone into the centre 
of the swamp, which by depositing their silt would gradually 
raise the soil sufficient for cultivation, but they were alarmed 
at the distance of that river and the expense necessary to effect 
their object; yet this has since been accomplished with the 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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most satisfactory results, as we shall see hereafter, yet requir
ing t.iJw, for complete development. Don Benedetto CasteHi 
was sent to report on what might be effected in 1641 but 
without any real benefit, and in 1646 the canal had suffered 
such injury as to be quite unfit for navigation. 

Agriculture did not flourish under such auspices, for the com
paratively prosperous condition of Tuscany during Ferdinand's 
latter years proceeded more from the elasticity occasioned by 
continued peace than from the wisdom or exertions of govern
ment .. In the midst of all this national decay, Leghom still 
continued to advance in wealth and population until it became 
the focus of Mediterranean commerce; English French and 
Dutch settlers had been long established there in permanent 
masses, and the florid aspect which that city and its neigh
bourhood presented was often taken by strangers as a sample 
of the general state of Tuscany, thus raising Ferdinand's 
reputation to an unmerited height. Nevertheless he tried hard 
to revive commerce and even made a treaty with the Czar of 
Muscovy whose ambassadors twice visited Florence; onee on 
their way to Venice in 1656, and again in 1660, at which time 
the G1-and Duke obtained permission to trade directly with 
Arrhaugel; Moscow, and generslly throughout the Russian domi
nions. The attempt which had so often failed with Turkey 
was renewed by Ferdinand II. and a traffic, commenced through 
the means of Austria, came to be considered as the great sup
port of Florentine silk and wool trades : this was accomplished 
in 1664 at the peace between the empire and Turkey when 
Ferdinand was included as an ally of the former, and under 
Austrian colours the Tuscans traded securely, while their gal
leys continued in hostility. Turkish honesty could ill compre
hend this double character of friend and foe, yet in 1668 after 
many difficulties the Tuscans, under imperial passports and 
colours, were allowed to trade in the Turkish dominions by 
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paying three per cent. on all sales, and two per cent. to the 
imperial treasury. This imparted some little energy to what· 
ever of Florentine enterprise remained, and might have led to 
better things had not the Grand Duke's death arrested it along 
with every other commercial project of his reign. 

ConiiPO&.laY Moll.&acas.-England: Charles I. to 1649; then Cromwell 
until September 1658 ; then Richard Cromwell to April 1659 ; then Charles 
H.-France: Louie XIII. nntil1642; then Louis XIV.-Spain, Naples and 
Sicily: Philip IV. to 1665 ; then Charles II. until1700.-Portuge.l recoven 
her liberty : John of Braganza, 1640; Alphonso VI., 1656; Peter II., 1668 ; 
Frederic William the Great, Eleetor of Braodenburgh.-Popee: Urban Vlll. 
to 16«; Innocent X. to 1655; Ales&Dde~ VII. to 1667; Clement IX. to 
1670; then Clement X.-Emperon: Ferdinand III. to 1658; Leopold I.
Sweden: Chriatina to 1654; Charles X. to 1660; then Charlea XI.-Poland: 
John II. · 
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CHAPTER XI. 

PBOII A.D. 1670 TO A.D. 1723. -
COSIMO THE THIRD, 

GMIID DUllE OP TUSC.t.IIT, 

Cosmo the Third at twenty-five years old ascended the throne 
amidst the hopes and fears of Tuscany : it was belie"'ed that 

he would imitate Ferdinand, and public tranquillity 
A.D. 1610' -Jr. ded hi f: • fi ld f • h' h • w.or m a rur e o action w 1c was not unme-
diately neglected ; his respect for Leopold also caused a degree 
of wisdom and moderation in the early government which was 
not afterwards sustained. Travel had produced its usual effect 
on a slender intellect, and instead of unfolding the mind and sub
duing prejudice filled him with a silly contempt for his native 
country which even had it been merited was unwise for a sove
reign to express. An augmented portion of vanity and ostentation 
therefore was all that Cosimo III. had acquired by travel, and 
they were almost immediately displayed : a costly funeral for the 
deceased prince was his first and perhaps most excusable extrava
gance, although such posthumous honours flatter the living more 
than the dead, and some of his predecessors had strictly limited 
these expenses from a rational opinion of their inutility, and 
almost mockery of real grief. Courtly splendour suited the taste 
of Margaret Louisa which coupled with the existence of one son 
and the expectation of another, besides the internal and external 
prosperity of the Medici family, induced a general hope that 
conjugal dissension might cease. Cosimo 's brother Francis
Maria was destined to succeed Leopold at the papal court : the 
European powers with jarring interest8 were as yet at peace; bot 
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the weakness of Spain had induced Modena and Parma to ally 
themselves exclusively with France: the treaty of Pisa as 
regarded Castro remained still unfulfilled ; and Louis XIV. was 
absorbed in vaster projects destined to force all Europe into war. 
England Holland and Anstria became alarmed and regarded 
him with jealonsy, but weaker and smaller states were still left 
in repose. Tuscany therefore, except a silly squabble 

.th S b C . . _1 __ , A.D. 1871. 
WI avoy, was at peace, ut OSimO particwany 
courted the Emperor, as well to thwart that Duke's pretensions 
to the title of HigAneu which he claimed as King of Cyprns, 
as to assist him in extending his own dominions. For this he 
occupied Fosdinuovo in Lunigiana whose chief had been killed, 
then attempted to purchase Piombino from the Ludovisi family, 
afterwards to acquire the Pruidj in lieu of the Spanish debt. All 
these failed yet were not entirely abandoned, but a second son 
born in 1671, and called Giovanni Gastone after his maternal 
grandfather, was some compensation by securing the succession, 
though destined to terminate the race of Medici. The Grand 
Duchess now became ambitions and demanded a share in the 
government ; this being refused she feigned illness and insisted 
on returning to France, but finally asked permission 

rti f d . p d afi d A.D. 1672. to pe orm an act o evotion at rato, an terwar s 
dine at Poggio-a-Caiano. There she expressed her determination 
to abide until Louis XIV. 's 'pleasure were known, and insisted on 
Cosimo's consent to a final separation, with permission for her to 
retire into a French convent. On this the Bishop of 
- • da d lr-- Fl A.D. 1873. Marseilles and Ma me u Dewws were sent to o-

rence, but she again proved too much for both duenna and priest, 
changed her tactics for deep religious zeal, and declared that a 
celestial inspiration compelled her to pass the rest of her 67 
d . d d . h. h if d 0 • uld A.D. 1 f.. '<tl ays m saere uties, w 1c prevente , os1mo wo 
be responsible for her soul and bring eternal damnation on both. 
This stratagem succeeded, for his temper and affection being 
exhansted Cosimo saw the advantage a refusal would give her 

--
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in public opinion, therefore consented to her residence in the 
convent of Montmartre near Paris under the superintendence of 
its rigid Lady Abbess the haughty Duchess of Guise. Her de
parture was regretted at Florence where beauty liveliness and 
generosity conspired to make her popular, and the real causes 
of discord having been e9.refully hidden she succeeded in esta
blishing a notion of her being the innocent victim of Cosimo's 
hate : to this belief his gloomy temper gave greater currency, 
for being a stranger to social intercourse public feeling was 
prepared to take that aspect which Margaret so ingeniously 
designed, and her forced marriage strengthened every feature. 
At Montmartre she was immediately visited by Louis and 

all the royal princes, and soon gained such an ascend· 
A.D. 1675' , tha h . 1 ~ fr h 'l C . ' ant t er actions were e,t ee w 1 e oSJmo s 
complaints were ridiculed : his rage became unbounded at 
finding himself thus duped by Margaret, derided by the 
French court, blanted by his own subjects, and universally 
condemned ! A naturally odious disposition now became more 
salient and a soured temper was exasperated into cruelty : this 
was augmented after Leopold's death which like that of almoet 
all his family was accelerated by early intemperance ; the ear· 
dinal had already retired from public life, and his decease in 
November 1676 was regretted by European science in general 
while it formed the declining point for that of Tuscany in parti· 
cular. Although hating philosophy, Cosimo affected to be the 
philosopher and patron of scientific men, some of which were 
ostentatiotully retained at court, respected by all but the sove· 
reign : his magnificence and luxury surpassed every former 
prince, and both men and things were imported from each quar· 
ter of the globe to increase his courtly splendour : apparently 

' generous to strangers but proud and penurious to his subjects, 
vanity became his idol, and on its altar the substance of Tuscany 
was sacrificed : besides which taxes again multiplied, and all so 
rigorously levied that the nation writhed and withered under bim. 
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As it was always Italy's fate to obey the strongest, every 
undecided struggle amongst transalpine nations tended . 67 
to her tranquillity, and their collision in the Mediter· A.D. 1 6' 

ranean drove more trade to Leghorn. Rome was fast losing 
political importance and becoming a mere stage for silly con· 
tentions about ceremony and royal precedence : the death of 
Clement X. gave a new vent to faction which was stopped for 
the moment by Cardinal Odiscalchi's election under the name 
of Innocent XI. and his conduct happily did not belie the 
expectations that were formed of him. 

A general peace now became necessary ; France wanted to 
secure her conquests ; Spain to check the ambition 
fLo . th . d f A.D. l677. o ws; o er states were tlre o war, and the treaty 

of Nimeguin gave quiet to Europe for a season. Cosimo, urged 
by vanity and ambition, wished to be considered as a contracting 
party ; he had designs on Lorraine, where after the death of 
Duke Charles IV. the only male heir was Prince Charles son 
of Francis II. then a fugitive serving under Montecuccnli in 
the imperial army. This prince was expatriated because he 
would not consent to the treaty between Charles IV. and 
France, and thus surrender his ancestral rights to Louis XIV. 
He had married the emperor's widowed sister Eleonora Queen 
of Poland whose age and former sterility destroyed all expecta· 
tion of children, so that the settlement of Lorraine became an 
object of European statesmen. In this Austria opposed France, 
and two conflicting opinions arose about the existence or non· 
existence of the salique law in that duchy : in the former case 
the Duke d' Elbeuff could claim ; in the latter Prince Ferdi
nand of Tuscany by his descent from Margaret of Lorraine 
sister of Charles IV, and therefore, after the existing duke, 
the nearest descendant. The possession of that country by 
France would have enabled her to cut off all direct communica
tion between Flanders and Milan, because it united Burgundy 
with the former and the imperial hereditary dominions, so that 



510 I'LOBBMTmB mBTOBY, [ 1101!& Iff. 

France would no longer have been obliged, as formerly, to pro
tect the frontier by a chain of fortresses when the dukes of 
Lorraine were inimical. Austria therefore, without committing 
Cosimo, offered to broach this subject at the congress of Nime
guin and if poBBible secure the female succession ; but as Tus
cany could not hold Lorraine against France, a proposal was 
made to exchange it for Elba, Sardinia, and the Tuscan garrisons. 
The Grand Duke was pleased with these terms, which were sanc
tioned by Charles of Lorraine himself, and drew the two princes 
into closer connection, and it was hoped that if this project were 
vigorously seconded by Cosimo at the congress, an advantage 
might be gained ; but this prince's timidity ruined it, so fearful 
was he of disobliging Louis and the court of France. 

Obsequiousness to monarchs, a lavish bribery of their minis
ters; pride, vanity, and silly ostentation, were Cosimo's means 
and motives of action; and being more of a confessor than a sove
reign he studied consciences rather than talent and duty, and com
pelled many to feign a devotion which they inwardly despised. 
The places of Ferdinand's old ministers were now filled by crea
tures of the Grand Duchess Vittoria ; men without capacity spirit 
or energy, and so timid that the poet and naturalist Lorenzo 
Magalotti * one of the greatest statesmen of the day, compared 
them to little children frightened with the threat of being sent 
back to school t. Spanish weakness, French influence, and the 
growing power of Austria combined to offer a favourable occasion 
for Tuscan aggrandizement, especially as two of these powers 
were favourable and the third not much averse ; but a timid 
neutrality together with Cosimo's fawning conduct towards every 
foreign monarch prevented success and drew universal contempt 
on a government whose feeble bigoted character was gradually 
imprinting itself on the people, and so deeply as almost to be 

* Count LoreDZO Magalotti, author of poetical and pbil010pbical works. He 
" C'a'II.WIIette A'llaC'I'eontiche," pub- waa bom in 1637 and died in 1712. 
Jiehed under bia Arcadian • name t Galluzzi, Lib. viii., cap. ii0 , 

"Li'AdQro E/aleo," beaidea mauy other 
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legible (as far as such impressions eaD) even in the present 
day. "Our greatest enl," says Magalotti, "is the opinion 
which we have managed to impress on the world that nothing 
but fair words and formal declara.tions of obsequiousness and 
respect towards everybody is to be expected from us ; without 
ever unning the risk of committing ourselves however slightly 
for any human being ! Hence the little estimation in which 
we are held ; for it is not to be expected that people will spend 
their means and talents to serve a family which bas manifestly 
established the maxim of always playing a timid game, and 
which would rather perish in the universal ruin. if circumstances 
required it, than endeavour to save itself by taking a bold 
decided part " *. 

Every department of state was soon filled from the cloisters, 
and theology became a substitute for statesmanship: the fruits of 
his mother's conventual education and weak character, nourished 
the child, enfeebled the man, and emasculated the nation : 
finances were no longer regulated by public means and industry, 
but by the cunning of priests, whose conduct was marked by 
that encroaching spirit self-interest and paralysing infiueuce, 
more or less inherent in this order of every persuasion and in 
every country, when once allowed to aspire above, or rather 
beyo-nd the legitimate duties of its calling. Quick in the per
ception of Cosimo 's character the monks of Borgo San Sepolcro 
began to assail the tax on com-grinding, not as a public 
grievance but as it affected themselves, and after six years' 
contention Cosimo was forced to sue for peace, which as an 
especial favour was tardily accorded. The able men about 
court, probably aided by a natural family taste, worked on his 
vanity to promote the fine arts : his health also assisted, because 
intemperance occasioned repeated illness, and his physician the 
celebrated poet and philosopher Redi, ordered constant walk
ing ex,ercise: Paulo Falconieri one of Ferdinand's scientific. 

• Galluzzi, Lib. viii., cap. ii•. 
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companions advised him to take this in the National Gallery, and 
for greater amusement to adom it with all the finest objects of 
art belonging to the Medici, because thus concentrated they 
would form a glorious memorial of his own taste and splendour! • 
Following his advice Cosimo ordered the Villa Medici at Rome 
to be stripped of its most valuable works, and on this occasion 
the "Wrestlers" and the "Knife-grinder" as it is vulgarly called, 
some authors also say the Venus, besides many of the most exqui
site specimens of ancient sculpture were collected, together with 
gems, medals, and every other production of the fine arts from all 
quarters of the globe. A Museum of Natural History was also 
completed by Redi's influence; and vanity leading Cosimo to 
correspond with some of the most renowned men of science 
in Europe his means of enriching this collection were facilitated, 
while the money thus expended gave him undeserved philoso
phical celebrity*· Literature flourished nevertheless, thongh 
perhaps real philosophy declined ; but Cosimo allowed his son 
Prince Ferdinand to be educated by Viviani, Lorenzini, Redi, 
Norris and other eminent men. The Oimento was dissolved, 
but the Academy DeUa Onuca had revived and moreover com
menced a new Tuscan dictionary which gained Cosimo III. tnore 
applause amongst foreign nations than he had any right to as a 
man of letters : still, whether from vanity or other cause, a 
sovereign who without any love of learning and learned men 
promotes and patronises both, is entitled to great praise and i' 
might be well for mankind if vanity would always put on so 
fair and pleasing a complexion. 

The Grand Duchess's conduct was a continual and increas-
ing source of anger and mortification to Cosimo, for 

A.D.I678. 
· she was still too young, handsome, and agreeable not 

to maintain a strong and favourable inflnence over the court and 
cavaliers of France : amongst these all her eccentricities were 
attributed to youth and native volatility, and even her wildest 

* Galluzzi, Lib. viii., cap. ii•. 

o;g "ed ,,Coogle 



CJUP, XI, ) cosmo THE THIRD. 513 

freaks neither injured her nor gained any sympathy for her 
husband. A change of ministry, reiterated expostulation from 
the Duchess of Guise who complained of the conventual laws 
being violated, and Margaret's increasing levity at length 
elicited a royal order to confine herself within monastic disci
pline and not leave the convent or appear at court without 
royal permission. These regulations were however · 
soon disregarded and the cobweb nature of a young A.D. 1671' 

monarch's restrictions on the will of a pretty and agreeable 
woman who was determined to have her own way, became 
apparent : the Tuscan ambassador at last wrote in despair to 
Cosimo, that compassion for ladies had so deeply imbued 
the hearts of Frenchmen that everything done by women was 
excu8ed and he was not to expect any stability on that subject. 
Even the slight seclusion imposed on Margaret became intoler
able, wherefore seeing her husband's health giving way, she 
pretended repentance, and through the pope endeavoured to 
bring about a reconciliation in the hope of his speedy death 
and her consequent tuition of the young princes. Cosiino' 
began to waver, but his mother's advice decided him and stopped 
all further dissimulation. . 

The treaty of Nimeguen rather appeared to promise future 
hostilities than any permanent peace : Spain had been com
pelled to cede the greater part of Flanders ; the emperor to 
consider the general allied interests rather than his own or those 
of Lorraine on which France had imposed severe conditions : 
Italy, ever divided against itself, remained an unresisting 
prey to the strongest ; and people heedlessly wondered how 
a powerful and fortuna~ monarch like Louis XIV. should have 
neglected so easy a conquest for the toils and hazards of Flem
ish warfare. England and Holland in close union diminished 
French resources by monopolizing trade, and the general un
certain state of politics kept all Europe in suspense. The em
peror seized this occasion io urge the formation of an Italian 

VOL. V. LL -



• 51' FLORENTINE BI8TOBY. (BOOillll• 

league; but Savoy was too closely connected with the transal
pine powers to accede, and Venice being afraid of both France 
and Turkey ooly sought to maintain internal tranquillity ; the 
pope, secure of remaining unmolested, eared little whether 
Naples and Milan belonged to France or Spain ; yet a league 
without these powers would have only endangered the smaller 
states, and Cosimo was not disposed to risk his own destruction 
by singly coming forward but rather sought a French or some 
other matrimonial alliance acceptable to King Louis. To this 
end he secretly promoted projects of marriage between Anna 
de' Medici and the Dauphin, and Prince Ferdinand with the 
Infanta of Portugal, presumptive heiress of that kingdom ; but 
Margaret's influence made him very unpopular at the French 
court and raised serious obstacles to these designs. This 

princess still continuing. her insane course, set fire to 
A.D. l680. h hambe 'th dan th er own c rs WI great ger to e convent ; 
she then wrote a letter to Cosimo filled with expressions of bitter 
hatred and vulgar abuse which afforded great amusement to 
'Louis XIV. and his court, who diverted themselves with 
Cosimo's jealousy and Margaret's extravagancies as the efforts 
of two violent spirits in antagonist movement: the lady how
ever was more leniently used, while Cosimo wearied and mor
tified, fell sick of a long-continued fever and raised his consort's 
hopes of the Tuscan regency, for which her plans were already 
formed. She was still more elated on finding that Prince 
Ferdinand after spurning the Grand Duchess Vittoria's rule, 
had opeoly supported her and also maintained a correspon
dence in despite of every prohibition : but · the restoration of 
Cosimo's health stopped all such speculations, and his increased 
irritability broke out into acts of cruelty on every soul who 
abetted this correspondence. The Grand Duchess had opeoly 
declared her intention of going to Florence after Cosimo's 
death and chasing hypocrites and hypocrisy from court ; of 
restoring good taste good government, genius and philosophy, 
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to .their true position ; of banishing Vittoria and her favour
ites, Albizzi Corsini and Ferroni, whom she called two false 
devotees and one vile merchant. All this was reported to 
Cosimo, whose indignation ·first struck the Lorenzini, two 
gentlemen of Prince Ferdinand's household famed for their 
mathematical attainments, who by his orders had written 
secretly to Margaret : these unfortunate men were • imprisoned 
in the dismal tower of Volterra, a dungeon rivalling those 
of Venice, where they passed Dl8IlJ years in hopeless anguish. 
Ferdinand indignant at this, broke away at once from all 
paternal authority and being full of talent and intelligence 
soon fascinated the Florentine youth, who crowding eagerly 
around him presented an imposing and formidable opposition 
to Cosimo. Music, the fine arts, literature, with every pre
vailing folly and intemperance were the occupation of .this 
society, which hating dissimulation and hypocrisy carried off 
the good wishes of the Florentines. Their number and in
fluence was soon augmented by the adhesion of Cosimo's 
brother Prince Francis, who although educated for the Church 
and enjoying the vast ecclesiastical revenues of his two uncles, 
was far from devoting himself to theology, and preferred plea
sure to the solemn mockery of priests and friars, the idols of 
Cosimo and the still more bigoted Vittoria. These two princes· 
occupied Florence in the Grand Duke's absence, but 

. d _. ll d A .D. 1681. when he returned they retrre to the country 10 owe 
by a concourse of youthful spirits that under such auspice$ 
braved all the frowns of government. Yet the public hatred of 
Cosimo, thus borne as it were in triumph on the current of . 
youthful feeling, drew down a cruel persecution. The friars 
commenced a system of sly and keen inspection into private 
habits, and while denouncing the bold and open conduct of 
some, they veiled the transgressions of all who abjectly_deferred 
to their authority. In the midst of this th~ Grand Duke was 
further exasperated by his wife's promoting~ menial servant tq 

J, L 2 
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be her cllamberlain and the supposed illicit connexion between 
them ; but religion, bishops, priests, bribes, and CIUllliDg. all 
failed to move her : Louis still laughed at both and stirred 
not until Cosimo threatened to stop her income which he for
bid, but counselled more tolerance and a calmer spirit. The 
Lorenzini's fate made Cosimo universally odious in Tuscany; 
and at Paris the Florentine ambassador was reproached with 
the baseness of his master ; wherefore despairing of redreaJ 
and fearful of Louis, the Grand Duke recalled him and 8llllk 
into sullen silence and affected resignation. Pnblic aftilinl 

also increased his torments : Louis the Fourteenth's 
A.D. l68t. ambition was so slightly checked by the treaty of 
Nimeguen that new confederations were forming and new armies 
assembling against him : the Turks were rapidly advancing on 
Vienna, and Hungary was in rebellion: France in possession 
of Casale menaced the Spaniards in northern Italy, and by the 
help of Savoy and their own weakness looked on them as an 
easy prey : Venice still trembled at the Turkish armameutB : 
the pope was passive ; and though from his peculiar position he 
could most easily unite the Italian powers yet from cbarad.er 
and selfishness he was the least fit and least likely to undertake 
it. Spain urged him for the sake of public good ; France triei 
to allure him with the hope of aggrandizement, but he heeded 
neither ; the papal character and politics were changed ; cere
mony had succeeded to ambition, and more satisfaction DOW 

appeared to spring from the titles of pastor and peace-maker 
than from turbulence and conquest. Cosimo pestered by Spain 
and scare~ by France scarcely knew how to act, bnt at last re
solvad on maintaining an armed neutrality which thenceforwud 
became his political maxim, although Spain was indignant 8lld 
even menaced Porto Ferraio with a siege. The Genoese aloDe 
boldly yet imprudently determined to brave France and galiiDtJr 
stood on their defence ; but they were cruelly bombarded aad 
the Doge with four senators compelled in 1684. to craq pardon 
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from the imperious Louis. Succours were about this time 
demanded by Austria against the Turks, and Cosimo's 
'd . th di . A.D. 11183. 
1 ea was to mvade e east as a vemon to an enemy 
already in the heart of Austria ! This was preposterous, and 
so treated by the imperial ambassadors at Florence ; they urged 
that the cost of such an armament would be far better spent 
at the seat of war, and Cosimo excused his denial of aid on 
the soore of their haughtiness but partially softened it by 
sending a supply of warlike stores to Trieste. In the mean· 
while Vienna was besieged and the terrors of all Christendom 
only relieved by the memorable victory of King Sobieski and 
the gallant Charles of Lorraine. 

The project of a diversion on an effective scale with better 
auspices was discUBBed in 1684 by the emperor Poland 
and Venice, in which Pope Innocent XI. and Cosimo A.D. IG84. 

joined and the latter sent four galleys and other craft with a 
regiment of infantry to join the Venetians at Zante for opera
tions on the coasts of Dalmatia and Albania. This did not dis
compose the sultan who knew by experience that no Christian 
league was of long duration, and the consequent occupation of 
Santa Maura and Previsa were scarcely felt by the solid Otto
man empire. The submission of Genoa, the French success in 
Flanders, the fall of Luxemburg, and a menacing force at 
Casale, filled Italy with terror: Cosimo fearful even for Leg· 
hom endeavoured by increased humility and the constituting 
Louis arbiter of his children's marriages, to escape the effects 
of French ambition ; such alliances he thought would as it were 
become that monarch's own work and secure a powerful pro· 
tector. Prince Ferdinand being now two-and-twenty, 
with a cultivated mind and active spirit, became tired A.D. lesri. 

of home and wished to see the world ; but Cosimo was anxious 
to secure the succession by a previous marriage before his ex
posure to the tempting excesses of foreign states, especially 
Venice where all the taste luxury and licentiousness of Italy 

oi- izodb,Google 
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were then concentrated, and the most delicate and exciting plea· 
sures reigned paramount in society. Amongst these music, public 
dancing, and the drama, with all their voluptuousness, held a 
preeminent station ; the two former by some strange ideal com
bination (perhaps their combination with love and heavenly 
harmony) were called " VirtU" and their profeBBOrs "Virttwli" 
and even with so uncourtly a name had become the great objects 
of princely favour and imperial munificence. The royal, the 
noble and the wealthy, from both Germany and Italy, flocked in 
vast numbers to Venice, where Euterpe Venus and Terpsichore 
reigned in harmony and revelled amidst the pactolian showers 
poured on them by their numerous votaries. The Duke of 
:Mantua, besides what he had received from France for the strong 
town of Casale, squandered away his most precious things and 
ground down his people with excessive taxation only to supply 
the extravagance of a young " Virtuosa," and Prince Ferdinand 
now burned to meet him in so glorious a career. Cosimo only 
gave his permission on the terms of previous. matrimony with the 

Portuguese Infanta under the sanction of King Louis; 
A.D. 1886' b th di . hard 1 ut e con tions were too , name y a constant 
residence in Portugal, which Ferdinand plumply refused, and the 
annexation of Tuscany if he succeeded to the Lusitanian throne. 
Both these displeased even Cosimo whose brother Francis was 
already a cardinal and his son John Gaston destined to the same 
dignity, wherefore he was averse as well to the heir-apparent's 
residence abroad 88 to a sacrifice of the national independence. 
The negotiation was therefore abandoned and another begun 

with Violante of Bavaria sister to the Dauphiness, to 
A.D. 1687' hi h F rdinand af d'fli ul ted w c e ter great 1 c ty consen on 
condition of a previous visit to Lombardy and Venice. The 
Grand Duchess still continued her annoying conduct and sup
ported by Louis compelled Cosimo to increase her allowance ; 
thus forced to " drink the bitter cup," 88 he himself expressed it, 
another illneBB supervened which in despite of temperance nearly 

J 
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killed him while his wife was triumphantly driving through 
the streets of Paris supported by Louis XIV. and Madame de 
Maintenon. On his recovery however the influence of Pare ]a 
Chaise was employed, and Louis became so far just as to con
demn her extravagancies, while Cosimo's reputation was by the 
same interest partially restored at court. Ferdinand's treaty 
of marriage was finally settled, and Princess Violante 
of Bavaria arrived at Florence in December 1688. A. D.t68S. 

Cosimo according to ancient custom had previously communi
cated this to the Senate which instantly voted a " Donation" of 
200,000 crowns to be levied on the people in honour of these 
nuptia1s! From Cosimo the First's days the Medicihad been 
aoousoomed to display more taste expense and magnificence at 
their family marriages than on any other occasion, and Cosimo 
III., being the vainest of that race, resolved to outdo them a11 
in splendour. 

The gate near San Gallo was re-opened and Violante made 
her entry in a car studded with gems ; here she was 

b C . h hims If d h .th th A.D. l6S9. met y OSlmO w o e crowne er wt e . 
ancient grand-duca1 diadem in a chapel erected on the spot for 
this ceremony: thence to the pa1ace was a continued triumph, 
the princess leading a long array of Florentine ladies and a11 
the orders of the state duly marsha1led to welcome her, while 
music, shouting, and frequent sa1 vos of artillery proclaimed ·the 
cirownstance. In the midst of a11 this pomp, which resembled 
the dying colours of the dolphin rather than national vigour 
and opulence, the whole Peninsula trembled at French ambition, 
for Louis had recommenced hostilities by invading Flanders 
and Germany while with another army he threatened Ita1y. 
James II. had been driven from the British throne, and William 
Prince of Orange was chosen to succeed him by the will of a 
sovereign people in a glorious and blood1ess revolution which 
for once realized the theory of an origina1 compact. The Turks 
again began to make head, and Venice was forced to cede to 

- · 
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their victorious arms ; the Pope was bearded in his capital by 
the French ambassador who insolently insisted on a complete 
exemption from law and justice within the precincts of his own 
palace ; the league although acting vigorously asain!t Turkey 
was impeded by Louis who influenced every court in Europe. 
In this turmoil Cosimo still· endeavoured to preserve his neu
trality, but doubted its possibility and even the presenation of 
Tuscany if war once reached Italy : he would willingly have 
shared the fortunes of Spain by marrying the Princess Anne to 
King Charles II., whose wife Maria Louisa of Orleans, bad died 
without an heir ; his efforts failed and Tuscany remained fA> 
take the chances of an Italian war which now seemed inevitable. 
The country required to be placed in a state of defen~. but an 
exhausted treasury rendered this impossible, for extravaganee 
of every kind was indulged in either from the vanity of being 
esteemed opulent by foreigners or pure self-gratification : vast 
sums were spent on religious ceremonies the foundation of 
churches and convents, and votive offerings to the most cele
brated temples in Europe. Gold was lavishly scattered over 
the monkish and other priestly satellites who continually BDr· 

rounded the throne, and pensions without end were given to 
new proselytes : vast sums went to satisfy the cravings of innu
merable spies who were let loose on society and infested every 
domestic circle : the people too became exposed to a vexatious 
superintendence, a strict inquisition into their private habits 
and conduct, which were watched with a jealousy that ctiagusted 
and exaspel"!lted everybody. Between spies and priests no 
individual was safe, no family secure, no domestic privacy 
existed, and Tuscany resembled one vast school of frightened 
children trembling under the rod of a pedagogue. Yet the 
public spirit was not entirely broken, the public voice rang 
loud and shrill against the government, the Prince of Tuscany 
gave it new heart, and the desire of all was for a change: Ferdi
nand in condemning Cosimo's conduct despised his regulatiolla 
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and backed by popular applause kept him in constant agitation 
and continual apprehension of revolt. But augmented debts; 
slender revenues, an impoverished country, a discontented 
people and a devouring clergy, were altogether poisoning and 
reducing every social relation to a gloomy superstition mis
called religion, to hypocrisy, and abject bigotry : with all this 
on hand Cosimo found himself unable to continue his prodi
gality, and therefore began a reform by the reduction of his own 
personal expenses : this at least showed sincerity, but it was not 
seconded by Prince Ferdinand whose unbounded extravagance 
could ill brook the trammels of a fixed income. Presuming 
on public favour and his great influence in the council he refused 
to submit, and despising Cosimo's commands he violated the 
law, and became deaf to all the rhetoric of a priesthood which 
was immediately let loose on him, from the most obscure monk 
to the Archbishop of Florence. At length after the receipt of 
several insolent letters Cosimo made use of Francesco di Cas· 
tris, a musician who ruled Ferdinand in all things, and through 
this influence the prince consented to accept a fixed income, 
and aid in the financial reform. 

Italy was now becoming daily more sensible to her danger 
from transalpine wars and the growing ambition of Louis XIV.: 
the insolence of his ambassador Lavardin, the invasion of 
Avignon, and· the denouncement of any further neglect in 
fulfilling the treaty of Pisa, filled the Italian states with appre
hensions of another war about the duchy of Castro ; but the 
pope's calm and patient fortitude finally overcame Louis, who 
recalled Lavardin from Rome, although as yet unabsolved from 
ecclesiastical censure and therefore shunned like a pestilence as 
he passed through Tuscany. · 

The death of Innocent XI. in August opened a field to the 
exercise of Cardinal Francesco de' Medici's talents for intrigue 
in its most subtle school ; and being intrusted with all the 
powers of Austria supported by a strong faction in the conclave 



FLOBBNTINE BISTOBY. [-w. 

he succeeded in electing Cardinal Ottobuoni, a Venetian born at 

Florence, who in October assumed the tiara under the name of 
Alexander VIII. and was acceptable to each of the three great 
monarchies. Reconciliation with France and the restomtion 
of Avignon were the immediate results; but Alexander's subs&
quent efforts to restore peace and harmony to Europe were 
less successful than well intended. The increasing power of 

France had in fact forced Holland Spain and England 
A.D. 111110. • alliao "th th hil I""-' mto an ce Wl e emperor, w e .... y was 
anxiously watching young Victor Amadeus of Savoy, who as the 
world supposed would side with his nearest and most power
ful neighbour; but Leopold bad partly gained him with the 
soTereignty of certain imperial fiefs and a patent that con
ferred all the honours and prerogatives of royalty_ This 
burt Medician pride which for ages bad been squabbling about 
precedence with the houses of Savoy and Este, to the detri
ment of gmver interests : remonstrances discussions protests 
and counter-protests again filled the imperial court in all their 
pristine folly, until for the sake of quiet a marriage was pro
posed between Anna de' Medici and the Elector Palatine's 
son who soon after succeeded to that principality. As brother 
to the Queens of Spain and Portugal this prince was of great 
dignity though not equal to the pretensions of Cosimo or his 
equally ambitious daughter, who bad been twice rejected by 
the King of Spain, by Portugal, by Savoy, and by France 
and yet was still endeavouring to accomplish an alliance with 

the Dauphin. Kingly honours with the title of Royal 
A.D. 11181" H" hn las uired b c 0 d hi 1g ess were at t acq y oSlmo an put m 
on a level with Savoy, but his daughter's marriage which soon 
followed, by more closely uniting Tuscany and Austria, offended 
Louis who in his anger threatened the neutrality of Leghorn. 
War bad rendered the various Mediterranean ports so insecure 
that Leghorn bad become the only place of general safety: 
neutrality liberty and security were the three great boons 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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granted to it by Ferdinand I. Under these auspices the French 
squadron commanded by Prince Thomas of Savoy was admitted 
there in 1646 and the Dutch fleet in 16tH. But nothing is 
harder to preserve than a small state's integrity amidst the jar 
of more powerful nations, and when Cromwell's fleet violated 
this neutrality by attacking the Dutch, it was fired on from 
the Tuscan batteries, thus incurring the' Protector's indigna
tion: in 1671 France copied this example, and a succession 
of such violations soon demonstrated the absurdity and utter 
hollowness of unsupported neutrality in a petty state. The 
French minister at Florence (for Cosimo had forgotten the old 
maxim of never allowing a permanent embassy) endeavoured 
by means of the above examples to frighten him into an aban
donment of the Austrian alliance, and Cosimo's humility was 
fully exercised in deprecating the French king's anger. A 
proposal was however made that all the belligerents should 
guarantee the neutrality of Leghorn, and the governor of that 
city was ordered to lay before the various foreign consuls a con· 
vention by which the port and its immediate vicinity were to 
be protected from violence both within and without. This was 
soon ratified by France and the other powers, and although only 
provisional it remained inviolate through subsequent wars, and 
finally became the basis of Leghorn's immunities in all after 
treaties. A match proposed by Louis XIV. between John 
Gaston of Medicis and one of his natural daughters failed from 
the poverty of Tuscany which rendered it impossible for the 
Grand Duke to make a sufficient establishment, and on the 
other hand Leopold, abandoning all notions of an Italian league 
against France, resolved to send an army across the Alps and 
raise contributions from every state, except Rome and Venice, 
as fief's of the empire. This was rigorously executed by 
his general Count Caraffa who levied vast sums on Genoa 
Mantua Parma and Modena; Cosimo remonstrated, asserted 
the ancient independence of Florence and offered to pay for 
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certain petty fiefs that were really liable. But Ca.raffa would 
take no excuse even though Louis threatened ; Lombardy 
swarmed with Imperial troops, and Tuscany seemed in jeopardy 
when the Florentine ambassadors at Vienna succeeded in 
softening Leopold, so that about a hundred thousand crowns were· 
accepted for the imperial fiefs ; but even this pressed heavily on 
a people already driven to the last remnant of their substance. 

The death of Pope Alexander VIII. in February 1691 ooca· 
sioned a five months' contest for the papacy, which ended in the 
election of Cardinal Antonio Pignatelli of Naples under the 
name of Innocent XII. ; about that epoch the tide of French 
victory began to slacken and Louis XIV. became daily lees 
imperious to foreign states ; this struck Cosimo as a favourable 
occasion for attacking the Grand Duchess, their mutual hatred 
never having slept through eighteen years of separation. The 

stable·boy who had been previously advanced to a 
A.D. 1892" share in her favours was displaced by a drummer, and 
neither passions energy nor love of pleasure were abated in 
Margaret : Madame de Guise was dead and her place filled 
by Madame de Harcourt of Lorraine, who being only thirty
two and scarcely exempt from scandal had not sufficient 
weight to curb the fiery spirit of Margaret. Quarrels, com
plaints, recriminations, and all the varied sharpness of female 
warfare disturbed the court and cloist&r, and the Grand Duchesa 
finally succeeded through royal influence in gaining Cosimo's 
consent to her removal, but on conditions so stringent that DO 

less than the king's command could make her sign the oontnwt, 
which she called "her condemnation." Louis the Fourteenth's 
conduct on this occasion arose partly from the influeace of 
Pere la Chaise, who persuaded him that Margaret was a1...,. 
armed with pistols when she came into his presence, and p.dJf 
from a wish to preserve Cosimo's friendship, because Tuaeuty 
was the most convenient place for disembarking an army to 
oppose the Austrians in Italy. But no sooner had the GDIDII 
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Duke thus triumphed than a repetition of the imperial demands 
again disconcerted him :. a second series of contributions were 
imposed for the next year's campaign, and Caraft'a's advice 
was to repel every remonstrance, otherwise said he, nothing 
else will ever be gained from any Italian, but by a combi
nation of force and necessity implicit obedience must be com
pelled. 

The clamour in Tuscany at these new impositions broke forth 
in satires and libels which amused all Italy, yet the oppres
sion which generated them was serious : industry was again 
taxed, the produce of real property was taxed ; wigs, male and 
female servants, and every round-footed animal were taxed, 
until between public irritation and the novelty of the means, a 
mixture of sharp ridicule and deep indignation pervaded the 
length and breadth of the land and became rife throughout 
society. It seemed clear to all that the payment of 103,000 
crowns required no such heavy taxation and was only used as a 
pretence ; but as all the odium fell on Austrian rapacity Leo
pold found himself the object of general ridicule and inveighed 
with great bitterness against Cosimo. This clamour extended 
to Paris and convinced Louis that Tuscany was secretly leagued 
with Austria : he therefore intimated that Cosimo had exceeded 
the limits of neutrality wherefore the latter was advised either 
to discontinue these supplies or be regarded as an enemy. 
The general conduct of Italian princes Louis said was silly 
and preposterous, for instead of uniting to resist Austrian op
pression they vainly thought to stave off imperial domination 
by subsidi~s, which being only incentives to further demands 
served to revive all the obsolete pretensions of the early em
perors. He endeavoured with prophetic sagacity to impress 
on their minds that Austria's emltation would b8 the dovmfall 
of Italian liberty, and only a strong native coalition would 
enable them to pre&erve their Wulependence. But Louis spoke 
to the winds : th,e sole steady point of agreement amongst 

·~ 

--
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Italians has ever been to disagree! Suspicion and mutual 
jealousy are unfortunately too much the characteristics of that 
nation; individual more than general interest is what usually 
moves them; they are commonly occupied by the gain of the 
minute, and seldom look steadily forward either to future profits 
or the public good, or ever unite to effect it : with excellent 
writers and deep thinkers, still their public acts are seldom based 
on broad political principles or their private speculations on 
patient and prospective returns : the present is all in all, where
fore they continually overreach themselves and lose everything 
by grasping too quickly and eagerly at an ephemeral good: 
they are full of talent ; far from deficient in head or heart ; 
have sound and beautiful theories ; perfectly understand the 
" ~ ideal" of honour and honesty, nay they have it constantly 
in their mouths, perhaps in their hearts, but like some of us 
much nearer home it is often wanting in their conduct. 

Austria, which eight years before saw the Turks at Vienna 
and the emperor a fugitive in the Tyrol, had now risen above 
every difficulty and poured her destructive legions over those 
very plains where she had lately been an unsuccessful suppli
cant. With this power on one side and France on the other 
the Italians were unable to resolve on any decisive step, and 
allowed themselves to be duped or frightened alternately by 
each, only because they could not agree to form a solid and 
permanent confederacy which must have been respected by both. 
Louis XIV. convinced of the impossibility of uniting them by 
any ties of general interest, adopted the more feasible plan of 
connecting himself individually and secretly with each prince 
by particular treaties, in which the interest of every petty stAte 
'V88 to be consulted and dexterously moulded on that of. Louis 
himself. For this purpose Couut de Rebenac was sent to the 
Italian courts with a variety of proposals suited to each, and 
instructions to extract from the aggregate a general plan of 
resistance to Austria without intrusting any one prince with 
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the secret of another. Pursuant to these directions Monsieur 
de Rebenac persuaded the Dukes of Mantua, Parma, and 
Modena to receive French troops and even furnish them with 
the stores and provisions already collected for Austria, be
sides uniting a body of native soldiers with these detachments. 
Genoa also engaged to supply money and give a passage to the 
French army ; but the adhedion or at least the rigid neutrality 
of Tuscany became indispensable, wherefore Rebenac endea
voured to work on Cosimo's vanity by communicating the 
whole scheme and so gain his confidence while he urged the 
necessity of some decisive step for general security. He thus 
extracted a promise from that prince to declare himself as soon 
as the allied army should ·be strong enough to withstand &me 
and Austria, when Tuscany with at least seven thousand men 
would second all these operations : he however asked permission 
to avoid the consequence of refusing the imperial demands by 
offering a subsidy, and a treaty was drawn up to this effect. 
But as all depended on the pope, and so many difficulties 
precautions and cases of conscience were introduced by Cosimo, 
Rebenac found he had to deal with a bigoted priest instead 
of a statesman, and that it would be impossible to accom
plish anything without the introduction of a large force into 
Italy, which at that moment was not his master's game. 
Louis however concealed his anger at Cosimo 's unstea-

. d lar d h 1 th • nl A.D. l693. dmess, but ec e t at un ess at pnnce ope y 
avowed himself no French soldiers should be risked in Tuscany. 
Austria again descended to the Italian harvest, and no French 
troops appearing, the usual contributions were rigorously exacted 
to an amount that would alone have enabled Italy to make head 
against the oppressors. The people as usual were victims to 
these princely pastimes : Tuscany in particular, bereft of com
merce and manufactures, her agriculture sinking under its 
burdens, and all her remaining industry crippled by restrictive 
laws and puzzling regulations, was in the deepest misery, yet -
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the court .gain broke forth in all ita splendour to bJa& the 
hopes and raise the indignation of the people. Reform W 
~ and selfish luxury glittered over a starving multitude: 
c.&mat'a auocees against the Austrians at Orbazzano relieYecl 
the Tuacan prince from immediate contributions, but not the 
people : a tu once planted lftings like a nettle and is as hard 
to destroy; besides, financial reformers are ever hateful to conrts 
and that of Cosimo was tired of them ! The people :rose 
tumultuously, and surrounding the palace demanded work or 
bread with the 'VOice of madness ; the provinces were nearly 
depopulated, but famished bands united on the frontier and 
dh-iding into gangs of robbers roamed like wild beasts or more 
ferocious men, for human powers are equally capable of the most 
terrible eTils or the highest good, and the tiger's spring is not 
more fatal than the acta of man made desperate by oppression ! 
Crimes multiplied, horrors thickened, inexorable jndgmenta 
and cruel executions struck the orderly citizen with terror while 
the starving insurgent despised and mocked them : Tuscany 
seemed to be falling into wild and fearful anarchy : the stolid 
obstinacy of a go'·ernment, which declared against being forced 
by intimidation into any change of measures, coupled with the 
inftuenoe of monopolists and all that legion of vermin exist
ing on oourtly corruption, would have overcome a prince eTen 
more disposed than Cosimo to lighten public suffering : the 
Cudinal of Medicis tried in vain to remove those bands that 
paralysed the industry of Siena which he governed : ita wretched
ness was attributed entirely to climate, as that of Ireland still 
.A..D. lGIK. is to national character instead of want. of knowledge 

oppreesl.on and bad government; party mterests igno
rance and vain apprehensions in both cases preventing an 
effective remedy. By dint of importunity the cardinal gained 
permission to export two-thirds of the Maremma's prodnce, buteo 
clogged by duties as to act prohibitively not only on exports bat 
even on tillage itself, except that of the richest soils : deeolation 
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aooordingly increased and all the efforts of Francis failed to 
arrest that cold wave of misfortune which was then rolling over 
the unhappy Medician state. The death of Vittoria, by which 
the allodial estates ofUrbino fell to the second son ofTuscany, 
and the barrenness of Princess Violante were fresh sources of 
trouble which led to the forced marriage of Don Giovanni 
Gastone in order to secure the succession. This prince was 
now three-and-twenty with a handsome person and cultivated 
mind, but lived secluded, principally with Cardinal Noris who 
had been his tutor* : he was disliked by Cosimo, despised 
by Ferdinand, and therefore neglected by the court and cour
tiers whose dissipation a restricted allowance prevented his 
sharing. Botany and antiquity were Gaston's favourite stu
dies, and in the pleasures of science and the cardinal's com
pany he tried to suppreas the pain which his own fate and public 
misfortunes occasioned. Life waa thus gliding away when 
necessity selected him as the destined victim for propagating 
the brood of Medici by a compulsory marriage with Anna Maria 
of Saxony, a widow without either mental or personal endow
ments and fonder of sporting and horsemanship than intellec
tual pleasures. The unfitness of this couple for each 
th be 1 C . b bil b k A.D. 16115. o er was no o tac e to o81Dlo, ut w e e too 

Gaston with him to propitiate the 1ady of Loretto with votive 
offerings, Prince Ferdinand made as devout a pilgrimage to the 
shrines of certain Venetian " Virtuou" in exchange 
fi th . f 1 d th f A.D. JG96. or e tedium o a g oomy court an e company o 
an amiable but neglected wife. Returning with a shattered 
constitution from Venice be found that Don Gaston's 
d ..,_ d fi th , • d th A.D. 1697. eparture was UAe or e eDSUJDg spnng, an e 
latter after his espousals reached Bohemia the following 
antumn: all this was to suit Cosimo's ambition who wanted 
to plant a branch of the Medici in Germany and with imperial 

• Henry Cardl, Noris wu bom at the hiatory of Pelagianitm and died in 
Verooa in 1631, wu fint aJesuitthen 1704 aa chief librarian of the VatiCUI. 
an Augustine monk. He published 
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aid establish Anna Maria's claim to the duchy of Saxe-Lauen
burg in addition to her Bohemian property. Tuscany was 
sinking, and numerous emigrations increased the geneml weak
ness, but Cosimo after the most humble prayers obtained 
permission from Innocent XII. to place one-fourth of the 
public burdens on the clergy. 

The treaty of Ryswiok restored peace to westem Europe 
and left Leopold free to employ all the vigour and talent of 
Prince Eugene in prosecuting the war against Turkey; Lor
raine now returned to ita ancient masters, but the Spanish 
king's approaching death without male heirs threatened new 
wars for that succession, and Italian independence was still 
menaced not only by fresh ·contributions, which eo mnch pusil
lanimity and disunion deserved, but by a more direct revi-..1 
of antiquated imperial claims to. the eovereignty of Italy. 
Count Martinez the Austrian minister at Rome had the auda
city to publish an edict commanding all feudal lords to prove 
their titles or withia a certain time demand new inv;estitores 
from the emperor. This extraordinary act of imperial autho
rity in the heart of Rome astounded every Italian from the pon
tiff downwards, not only as a violation of the sovereignty but 
as a proof of the emperor's intention to excite new troubles. By 
a spirited edict of Innocent in reply, the imperial proclamation 
was declared null, and any obedience to it denounced under 
heavy penalties, while remonstrances were addressed to Leopold 
on this preposterous mandate : these expostulations being se
conded by Spain and Savoy caused a suspension of the decree, but 
itsobjectwasnot altogether abandoned even in the following year. 

Age and more interesting pursuits together with diminished 
restraint had nearly liberated Cosimo from his wife's persecu

tions when new conjugal discord in Gaston's halJa 
A.D. lG9&. d f h ub} 0 1 . ~ • create res tro es. ne g oomy wmter .t-m 
the solitudes of Bohemia after the brilliant skies of Italy, entiJe1J 
exhausted his patience; wherefore suddenly quitting Reich&ab 
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he repaired to Paris and visited his mother ; he was soon 
compelled by Cosimo to revisit a detested home which he how
ever again abandoned in 1699 and fled to Prague, but without 
escaping from his odious consort. 

The expected decease of Charles II. which not only agitated 
Spain but every state in Europe, was sure to be felt 
. Ital d ~ .. 11 Fl b A.D.161l9. m y an more ...,r-v._.Y at orence w oever 
might suoceed to that monarchy : the Dauphin and electoral 
Prince of Bavaria were nearest of kin although the wills of 
Philip the Second and Fourth fa~oured Austria; but the great 
power and ambition of Louis were powerful auxiliaries to the 
bouse of Bourbon. So many pretenders excited great appre
hensions in Spain lest the kingdom should be dismembered, 
for national pride remained though the monarchy was sinking : 
the usual effects of long wars and misgovernment were in full 
action ; ruined commerce, banished industry, vast debts, cruel 
taxes, an empty treasury, abandoned tillage, a wretched people 
and universal want ; with crime agitation and rebellion to close 
the melancholy scene. 

In Italy the ever-failing attempt to form a league against 
France and Austria was made with its wonted result : Venice 
would not move, and Savoy watched for her own aggrandize
ment : Cosimo resolved to preserve his neutrality in the hope 
of staving off war from Tuscany, but only exposed himself to 
the aggression of both parties whenever it suited them, yet 
the conferences then in progress at the Hague made him sus
pend his judgment until after an interview with the pope at 
Rome, where he was going to assist at some religious ceremony. 
The electoral Prince of Bavaria's death having dissolved a 
previous agreement between England France and Hol-
1 d . . 8 . . ttled tha th D hi A.D. 1700' an to partition pam, 1t was se t e aup n 
should have Naples the Presidj and Guipuscoa.; Lormine 
and Bar were to be annexed to France Duke Leopold receiving 
Milan in exchange, and the Archduke Charles of Austria the 
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emperor's second son was to inherit the rest of the Spanish domi
nions. This augmentation of French power increased the fears 
of Italy and caused another unsuccessful attempt at a league, 
after which the pious Cosimo edified all Rome with his zeal ; 
for to behold the SIICred relics at Saint Peter's he actually per· 
suaded Innocent to make him a canon of that cathedral where 
his religious functions were performed before a numerous 
and admiring congregation ! Confirmed by Papal advice he 
returned to Florence and avoiding any direct exposure of his 
sentiments managed to preserve Tuscan neutrality by equivo
cation. Innocent XII. died in September and was shortly 
succeeded by Cardinal Albani under the name of Clement XI. 
after a real or pretended refusal of the tiara for four succes
sive days. Elected chiefly through Medician influence he was 
immediately entreated to form an Italian league, and did at
tempt to accomplish an interview between Louis XIV. and the 
emperor, meaning to act in person as a mediator. The former 
threatened to cross the Alps if a league were not formed, and 
both parties pressed the Grand Duke of Tuscany to declare his 
sentiments ; but resolved to persevere Cosimo still thought to 

avoid war by subsidizing Austria. 
The death of Charles II. in November 1700 dissolved the last 

treaty, Louis being more influenced by the Spanish inheritance 
for his grandson than by those acquisitions previously con
templated ; wherefore accepting the will of Charles, Philip 
of Anjou was saluted as King of Spain at Paris on the sixteenth 

- of the same month. The Austrians then invaded Lom-
.&.D. 1701. bard . . 

y and disputed the possess10n of Milan with both 
France and Spain ; but as soon as the latter had acknowledged 
Philip V. Cosimo accepted the investiture of Siena at his 
hands, which however pleasing to the Bourbons, failed to pro
cure him equal honours with Savoy at the French court : he 
was nevertheless required to close the ports of Tuscany 
against both Dutch and English, and moreover allow French 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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troops to traverse Lunigiana for the invasion of Modena 
Leopold's conduct on the other hand was entirely conciliatory and 
even flattering, and royal honours were accorded to Cosimo by all 
the German princes especially by the Elector of Brandenburg 
who had been recently made King of Prussia. Cosimo would have 
willingly repaid all this by substantial service, but fear-
ful of breaking his neutrality he only requested Leo- A.D. l702. 

pol d's assistance in settling the conjugal differences of Don Gas
ton and Anna Maria of Saxony. These quarrels had become the 
amusement of all Germany and drove the unfortunate prince 
into low society, low vices, and almost every sort of debauchery : 
Cosimo wished to have them both at Florence, but this required 
the imperial aid, which slackened when Leopold began to sus
pect him of leaning towards France in the war of succession, 
and especially after a visit made to Philip at Leghorn in his way 
from Naples to Lombardy. A victory gained about this time 
by the Anglo-Dutch squadrons over that of France rendered 
parties more equal and seemed likely to bring naval warfare into 
the Mediterranean which was soon scoured by the allied fleet 
and leave asked to equip at Leghorn : neutrality was main- · 
tained in despite of Louis, for be feared to drive Cosimo into the 
arms of Austria who was already superior in Lombardy, but a pro
clamation of the Archduke Charles at Vienna as King of Spain 
again embarrassed the Grand Duke, although after the example 
of Venice and Pope Clement XI. he gave no sign of recognition, 
having already done homage to Philip V. and received Siena at 
his bands. Leopold assuming that Siena had fallen to the empire 
became indignant ; contributions were again demanded and 
the bombardment of Leghorn threatened in case of · d A.D. 1708, 
refusal : the Grand Duke was then declare an enemy, 
and his acceptance of Philip's medi8.tion in a dispute with Lucca, 
after the emperor's had been declined, augmented the latter's dis· 
satisfaction. Cosimo tried to propitiate the imperial cabinet with 
which Leopold's gentle disposition seconded by his wife and the 
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Elector Palatine's exertions, ultimately prevailed. The yea.rs 
1704 and 1705 passed without any Tuscan event of 

A.D. ITO.. greater interest than the squabbles of John Gaston 
and his consort ; but the former being now completely tired, after 

a final attempt at reconciliation repaired to Florence 
.A..D. l706. where Ferdinand's declining health made his presence 
necessary. Meanwhile the rapid progress of the allies changed 

the aspect of atm.irs in Spain and Charles III. :found 
A.D. 170S. hi lf ~ f b faires . h mse master OL some o er t provmces w en 
Philip abandoned the capital. In Italy alone was Louis suc
cessful ; but Vendome's recal and Prince Eugene of Savoy's 
appointment to oppose his successor the Duke of Orleans, 
brought misfortune even into that quarter. The Emperor Leo
pold died in 1705, his son Joseph I. with greater energy of eba
racter made a push for the preservation of Savoy, and the fate 
of Italy was soon decided by the battle of Turin where Prince 
Eugene at the head of thirty thousand men attacked the Duke 
of Orleans in his trenches and defeated him on the seventh of 
September 1706 with the capture of more than two hundred 

pieces of artillery. Italy was now compelled to snb-
A.D.l707' • th d ds fA . dal 'd . wt to e eman o ustria an so proVl e wmter 
quarters for her troops ; the Marquis of Pallavieini was des
patched to arrange the contribution of Tuscany, demand quarten 
for six regiments, and insist on Cosimo's immediate recognition 
of Charles III. as King of Spain and lord of Siena, under penalty 
of its military occupation and the bombardment of Leghorn by 
the English. Perplexed and terrified, and already obnoxious to 
the British cabinet for his treatment of an English captain, 
Cosimo endeavoured by negotiation to stave off this evil, and 
through the intervention of Holland the anger of Great Britain 
was subdued and the demand of winter quarters relinquished, 
but contributions were most rigidly exacted. France being 
thus driven from Italy, Austria marched on Naples by forcing 
a passage through the pope's dominions : this embroiled the 
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latter with both France and Spain where Philip by the talents 
of Vendome was again in the ascendant. 

The condition of Tuscany was rendered more gloomy by 
the prospect of a failing suocesaion : Anna Maria of 
Saxony refused to live at Florence and Ferdinand's A.D. nos. 
health was rapidly declining, wherefore it was finally decided 
that Cardinal Francesco de' .Medici should be compelled to 
marry the young and beantiful Eleonora daughter of Vincenzio 
Gonzaga Duke of Guastalla and Sablioneta. The 

di ' f this ' ttl d, d all T A.D. 1709' eon tiona o marnage were se e an us-
cany looked with anxiety to its consummation ; for bowed down 
as the people were by misfortune, and with the fate of Spain 
before them, the idea of a disputed succession terrified them ; 
nor were their spirits raised by one of the severest winters ever 
experienced in Italy; yet when the king of Denmark arrived 
at Florence in the midst of all this suffering another burst of 
courtly extravagance under the sacred name of hospitality made 
the people indignant ! Public attention was however turned to 
the new marriage, but even this hope was soon blasted when 
it became known that no persuasion could induce the bride to 
-fue with a husband whose diseased and bloated body, the 
effect of early intemperance, most naturally disgusted her, and 
Cosimo began to look about for some powerful support to the suc· 
cessor which he now conceived he had a full right to nominate. 
Tuscany's invariable destiny under the Grand Dukes 

-...:n-. d S . al l A.D. 1710. was to u""UJate between France an pam, ternate y 
bending to each yet often perplexed by the disturbing forces of 
Germany: a decided adherence to either would have incurzed 
the other's anger; both eagerly looked forward to the house of 
:Medici's extinetionfortheirown aggrandizement, and whichever 
of them at that epoch should possess the Preaidj it was believed 
would be master of Tuscany. The Austrians occupied Orbi· 
tello ; the French and Spaniards Lungone in Elba, and Port 
Eroole in the Maremma: Philip V. proposed to give Cosimo 
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charge of these garrisons until the peace provided Austria 
would do the same with Orbitello ; but a decided refusal at 
once unveiled the ultimate designs of that power on Tuscany, 
and the Grand Duke resolved on a ayatem of polities which 
would secure hie own: freedom and the independence of the 
state in hie nomination of a suooeaaor. By the decree of 
Augsburg in H'i30 Charles V. settled that Alexander of .M~ 
dicia, hie heirs male, and then the neatest male relations of 
that family should be duke· and chief of all the Florentine . 
republic, and the subsequent election of Coaimo I. by the 
senate, which represented the ancient republic, was confirmed 
under the same conditions in 1537; The inference drawn 
by Coaimo the Third's advisers was that on the extinction of 
this family the senate would be bound to elect a sueeesaor 
amongst the nearest male kindred, if any other branch of 
the Medici could be legally comprised in the imperial de
cree; or, supposing its provisions extingui.ahed, the state would 
naturally fall back upon and resume its original liberty and 
form of republican government. On considering these points 
it Was decided, that as the only object of Charles V. and 
Clement VII. was to restore the house of Medici to its former 
power and influence, the descendants of Giovanni di Bicci 
could alone have been contemplated by them, he having 
been the original source of that family's greatnees. Thence 
it followed that when this branch should fail, the original 
object would be accomplished, and no doubt could exist of 
the nation's right to resume its former state of republican inde
pendence ; moreover that the last of the Medici could not in 
honour, conscience, or legal right, dispose of Tuscany in any 
manner contrary to such interpretation. This reasoning being 
once established as politically just and conducing to MediciaD 
glory, the means of action were next to be eonaidered, and 
Cosimo imagined that such liberty would be best guaranteed 
by the power of another republic : the steady friendship of 
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Holland therefore led him to communicate this intention secretly 
to the Grand Pensionary Heinsius before any other state, and 
the Marquis Carlo Rinuccini was despatched to Holland on 
this business with an ostensible mission to implore the states' 
influence for an abatement of the contributions, to promise that 
they should not be renewed, and to demand compensation for 
those already exacted, by ceding the Tuscan Pruidj at the 
next peace. These demands were to be seconded by all tJle 
German princes, and also by Queen Anne of England who began 
to regard with jealousy the Austrian views of Italian con
quest. After visiting all these courts Rinuccini reached the 
Hague where Cosimo's proposal received great applause; assist
ance was cheerfully promised, for no difficulty whatever arose 
about Florence ; but as Siena and the Tuscan fiefs were held by 
a very different tenure the claims of relationship and the 
imperial sanction to their alienation came equally under discus
sion. The Farnesi as descendants of Margaret daughter of 
Cosimo II, and Louis XIV as heir to his grandmother Mary of 
Medici& daughter of Francis I, were the nearest relatives of Co
simo III. and as Florence alone was considered too weak to main
tain her proposed independence, all the influence of England and 
Holland became necessary to gain the emperor's consent to an 
investiture of the future republic with those fiefs. Both entered 
warmly into the project for both wished the reestablishment of 
Tuscan liberty, and neither was unmindful of the great commer
cial advantages to be expected from a nation dependent on their 
protection. It was also deemed expedient to check the 
d . f A . b all th . infl fail d . A.D. 1711' e8J8DS o nstrta, ut e1.r uence e m 
gaining that cabinet's acquiescence, for it was not only displeased 
with Cosimo, but Joseph evidently treated Italy as a conquered 
country or mere fief of the empire. All the Grand Duke's 
obsequiousness was unavailing, the court of Vienna opeuly 
declared its intention of compelling him to acknowledge Charles 
III. and receiving the investiture of Siena at his hands, 
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but England and Holland prevented. this for the moment. 
With ll1lCb. feelinss nothing favourable was expected from 
Austria and still 1888 from France, whose object was to eecme 
Tuscany for the Duke of Berri and establish a balance between 
Auatrian and French power in Italy, to which Louis felt sure 
of the concurrence both of England and Holland, and strove 
hard for that of Cosimo himself. The death of Cardin&l,Fran· 
oeeco in February 1711 gave new spirit to these negotiatioua 
as Ferdinand's health still declined and Gaston's constitution 
promised no lengthened life ; the two maritime powers therefore 
became so much the more anxious to settle the f&te of Tuscany, 
while Zinzendorf the imperial ambassador in Holland endea
voured to ascertain the Grand Duke's real sentiments. The inde
pendence ofFlorenoe waa Wlopposed, but the annexation of Siena 
and the imperial fiefs was promptly negatived ; yet the hopei 
of those interested. in Tuscan liberty were mounting high when 
an acoideDt altered 'the whole basis ot European politics. 

The emperor Joseph I. died of the small-pox in Aprill711 
without male issue, and by his brother's aceession to the impe
rial crown left Philip apparently without a rival. The marl· 
time powers were disconcerted at thus seeing both Spain and 
Austria Wlder the Bourbons, and yet none of the allies could 
calmly contemplate a possible revival of Charles the Fifth's 
power by a union of the empire, the Spanish monarchy, and 
the Austrian hereditary dominions. Charles left Spain for 
Germany and was elected emperor in October, but war conti
nued unmitigated in that miserable country until the treaty of 
U trechtreestabliahed tranquillity: meanwhile the Europeanmon· 
arohs like wreckers were watching the last moments of the foun
dering Medici, and the political changes consequent upon 
Joseph's death involved a suspension of Cosimo's plan ofsucoea
sion; wherefore still feeling himself robust, though seventy yean 
of age, and with two sons yet living; he determined to postpone 
the subject Wltil a more favourable occasion. The pope how· 
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ever already wanted to establish the grand mastership of San 
Stefano in his own family; Parma also began to claim tb.e 
succession; Charles VI. declared that even Florence itself was 
dependent on the empire aa a province of the Italian monarchy; 
France asserted the rights of the Duke de Berri, or rather of 
Louis himself; and the Electress Palatine who governed 
Cosimo, was naturally ambitious of succeeding her brother 
Gaston on the throne of Tuscany. Many other states 
anticipated acquisitions or indemnifications at the· approach
ing congress of Utrecht, and Cosimo would then have been 
wise in asserting his own rights without waiting for the conclu
sion of peace when more general interests were likely to 
prove adverse to his wishes. But the Electress Anne was un
willing to hasten these plans ; her object was to inherit not only 
the allodial estates but all Tuscany, and she therefore seconded 
a proposition made to exclude every female but herself. It 
was thought, besides a gain of time, that more favourable cir· 
enmstances might arise either for reestablishing the republic or 
adopting the younger branch of some family related to the 
Medici which along with the name would inherit Tuscany from 
the Electress. The calm occasioned by a near prospect of 
peace was considered favourable for effecting this, and the short 
imperial vacancy was made use of to propitiate the electors not 
only on that subject but on the injustice of contributions that 
exceeded the annual value of the fiefs upon which they were 
levied and which Austria attempted to justify by asserting that 
Florence was itself an imperial fief and well able to bear the full 
amount of taxation. This partly succeeded, the' electors recom
mended, notwithstanding the emperor's claims to Independence 
in Italian affairs, that imperial V&BBals should not be taxed 
beyond what the laws of the empire allowed, and particularly 
that justice should be rendered to Cosimo with an end to all such 
misunderstanding. The Elector Palatine was alarmed as muCh 
as Cosimo at this failure and the anger of Ch&rles, who in 
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his way to Germany refused to see Prinr..e Gaston unless Cosimo 
consented to receive the investiture of Siena at his bands 
as King of Spain. Tuscan affairs were entirely postponed 
until after the coronation, and in their stead a passage through 
that state with the necessary supplies for nine thousand German 
troops was demanded preparatory ·to the siege of Lungone 
and Port Ercole. This army would necessarily winter in 'fus. 
cany and curb the sovereign's independence, even if its real 
object were correctly stated ; but it soon proved to be an army 
of observation on Cosimo's actions who was suspected of 
holding secret correspondence with Louis XIV about the Duke 
of Berri's succession to Tuscany: the suspicion was nnfounded. 
and Cosimo afforded every assistance to the troops on their 
arrival about the middle of November 1711, but the injustice 
of compelling him to maintain this force was acknowledged 
at Vienna and compensation promised. As the demanded 
investiture of the Electress Palatine with the Tuscan fiefs would 
have been an acknowledgment of Florentine independence 
greatcaution was necessary not to injure the imperial pretensions, 
yet good policy dictated the expediency of soothing Cosimo's 

temper so as to induce him to declare Charles VI. 
A.D. 171t. . h . f all th all dial • f his famil m entor o e o possess10ns o y. 
The Electress was in consequence assured of the emperor's 
undiminished love for her and Cosimo, but that the proclaiming 
her to be heiress of Tuscany without naming a successor 
would be an imperfect act and of doubtful consequence, where
fore all parties would benefit if the emperor were declared suc
cessor to all the Medician dominions after the extinction of 
that family, and in no other way could she acquire the de
manded investitures. The Electress avoided this proposal by 
urging its extreme indelicacy when she had two living brothels 
with prior claims ; but the ultimate consequence was great 
reduction in the contributions and a present respite (or Port 
Ercole, while the army still remained to intimidate Coaimo. 
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England and Holland promised that when peace came he 
should be spared this indignity and left independent, wherefore 
be resolved if it were possible to gain the Presidj from the 
approaching congress without which it would be impossible tO 
leave Tuscany or even the last of the Medici independent: 
The idea of a republic was now abandoned notwithstanding all 
the efforts of Rinnucini, who urged it as an act of justice honour 
and sound policy tending to the glory of his race, and as the 
wish of his father and other progenitors. At the Congress of 
Utrecht an assemblage of ministers from almost every state in 
Europe was present, and not a petty Italian prince but had 
some compensation to demand or an object of personal interest 
to accomplish, but as usual all at variance with each other, 
every one aiming at his particular point without any national 
combination for poor abandoned Italy. Venice vainly proposed 
a league to rid Mantua of the Austrians; the pontiff's com
plaints were unheeded although his territory was )>ristling with 
Austrian bayonets ; Parma demanded the restitution of Castro 
and aimed at the Tuscan succession, which by uniting the two 
states in the person of Princess Elizabeth of Faroese would 
have constituted a powerful dominion : Louis XIV. looked the 
same way ; Cosimo demanded the Senese garrisons ; for which, 
as they could only be awarded to the emperor who then pos
sessed them:; to Philip who pretended to them, or to France who 
especially coveted them ; he offered a discharge of the heavy 
debts that every one of these powers still owed to Tuscany. 
Austria plumply denied his claim to any compensation, which 
she said was all settled by the declarations of Frankfort; and also 
the right of any power to meddle with these garrisons, belong
ing as they did exclusively to Charles as Emperor and King 
of Spain ; besides which she asserted, that the debts were 
mere private transactions foreigri to all congressional duties or 
interference. 

The · German troops were withdraWn after the capture of 
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Port Ercole, but Austrian garrisons still interfered with na· 
tional independence and C<Mimo's lamentations only excited 
a deeper resentment in the mind of Charles: this was sharpened 
by the suspicion of a secret correspondence between Spain and 
Tuscany about the succession of a Spanish prince to the grand 
duchy, so that Cosimo was actually forced to request that the 
Florentine ambassador might be peremptorily dismissed from 

Madrid to dissipate Austrian jealousy. The Senese 
A.D. 1713. • final} nfum d th -.l garnsons were y co e to e emperor, 11111.1 

by a secret article between Spain and England, the lordship of 
Siena was secured to the former with a declaration of its indi
'risibility from Florence. This article was to be published 
when Charles VI. had made peace with the Bourbons, in order 
to save Cosimo from the emperor's displeasure, and by this act 
they hoped afterwards to influence him in choosing a. suooesaor, 
a right which none of the powers in congress had ventured to 
infringe. 

Prince Ferdinand's death at fifty years of age afllieted Coaimo, 
not from any pe.ternal affection, but as another step to'W8lda the 
oomplete extinction of his family : excluded from public aft"aira 
his high spirit launched into excesses that ultimately killed 
him : yet he was generally lamented, as well for his constant; 

opposition to the Grand Duke as from his personal talents 
and amiability of character : much was expected from him 
when on the throne ; but such hopes in confiding natioas 
are oftener indulged than realised. There is generally aome 
spell upon the seat of royalty which like the chair of Comua 
seems to corrupt virtue and dissolve benevolence, andeven811b
stitute a hard selfish overbearing charaeter for that more gener
ous disposition which has previously won the hearts and niaed 
the hopes of nations. Giovan-Gastone at forty-two yeua old 
now became heir-apparent of Tuscany, but with a character 
entirely dissimilar to Ferdinand's: loving seclusion, and unambi
tious of power, he lived principally in the country, yet still leading 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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that sort of debauched life which the misery of an unhappy ~ 
riage had driven him to in Germany. Oosimo now resolved to 
assemble the Senate and declare the Electress PalatiBe suo
oessor to the last male of his family, and on the twenty-seventh 
of November he formally communicated the intelligence of 
Prince Ferdinand's death to that body, but simultaneo11111 
exhibited a declaratory act made on his sole and individual 
authority for the succession of Princess Anne, and demanded 
its instant ratification by the Senate as representative of the 
ancient Florentine &public : this was accompanied by a letter 
explanatory of the state and prospects of Tuscany and dle 
necessity of thus preventing the elils which threatened it. A 
second act in the form of a decree was also presented which 
annulled all other regulations about female succession md 
declared that after Princesa .A.nne's death only male otfspring 
of female branches should succeed to the Medician dominions. 
But a proceeding so adverse to imperial wishes could not then be 
safely published and the Senate was bound by oath to eecresy : 
it was thus that Co,Pmo hoped to prevent Tuscany from falliDg 

· into the talons of Austria, as it made an opening for both 
France and Parma. to contest the possession of that state ; yet 
as without publication the act could have no legal force ita 
concealment let\ a door open to any better proposal : the Prin· 
cess Anne's right of succession was however solemnly promul
gated ; public rejoicings followed and messengers were sent to 
all parts of Europe to announce the event. 

Great was the marvel of Vienna at this conduct which that 
cabinet looked upon as a direct attack on the autho· 
. hi h Charl VI . tl d d A.D. 1714' nty to w c es . so · unJUS y preten e as 

feudal chief of Florence: Cosimo's views were shrewdly divined 
and he was accused of a wish to introduce a Bourbon in Italy 
under the cloak of paternal affection for the electress : complaints 
were instantly lodged with the Palatine for transmission to Tus
cany and immediately Cosimo became alarmed, more especially 
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on hearing that a multitude of jurisconsults and antiquarians were 
busily engaged both at Vienna and Milan in a search for every 
document likely to establish the imperial claims to Florence 
from the days of Charlemagne. This showed a determinaUon 
to demonstrate if possible by the pen what was meant, in any 
ease, to be afterwards asserted by the sword: Cosimo's greatest 
reliance was on England and Holland, who repented of their 
liberality to the boose of Austria in Italy, and a justificmory 
answer was therefore despatched through the same indirect 
channel, which declared Florentine independence to have 
been placed by the republic under Medician protection and 
therefore could not be relinquished to the injury of that 
people from whom it was originally derived ; but as regarded 
the fiefs all due respect would be paid to imperial rights. 
Louis the Fourteenth's advanced age and England's unsettled 
state hastened the peace of Utrecht without much attention to 
the interests of minor powers, while hostilities still continued 
between the houses of Bourbon.and Austria although a congress 
was opened at Radstadt to terminate them. Favoured both by 
Louis and Philip at this conference the Grand Duke hoped 
for some advantage as regarded the Pruidj and Elba : both 
courts approved of the act of succession, but Louis objected to 
its incompleteness, because prudence, policy, and nationaljostiee 
required the declaration of an eventual successor with power to 
sustain Medician glory and Tuscan liberty. Cosimo deemed 
this indiscreet, at least until peace 'were made between Spain 
and Austria, but was not blind to the motive, which favoured 
the Duke of Parma whose rights would be concentrated in the 
young Princess Elizabeth through Margaret de Medici daughter 
of Cosimo II. The queen of Spain was dead and Philip V. while 
ostensibly treating about other marriages, surprised Europe by 
the sudden aunouncement of his union with this prince~~~ as a 
thing already concluded, and thus unexpectedly disconcerted 
the views of Austria on Italy*· 

• Galluzzi, Lib. ix., cap. xi., p. 133. 
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The peace of Baden between France and Austria left Tuscan 
affairs unnoticed and was independent of the quarrel with Spain, 
which still continuing, the question of Siena remained un· 
decided, to the great embarrassment of Cosimo, who however 
through the elector Palatine stoutly maintained the independ
ence of Florence while his ambassador at Vienna affected 
ignorance of everything. The freedom bought from Rodolph 
of Hapsburg by republican Florence was declared null because 
of the inalienableness of imperial rightS, and the celebrated 
Liebnitz amongst others had orders to collect every argument 
in favour of Austrian pretensions which could possibly be raked 
out from German archives. Nor were the Florentines in· 
disposed to the contest, on the contrary they advanced so many 
proofs of national independence that the Austrian cabinet 
finally urged Cosimo to demand Charles's formal ratification 
of the last senatorial act, with assurances of that monarch's 
condescension. The Grand Duke however firmly maintained 
his independent position and strong in its justice treated the 
whole affair with indifference. 

A calm succeeded, which was employed by Cosimo in con· 
ciliating George I . of England to whom he expo.sed 
h d lik I thr B 'tish if A.D. 1715. t e anger e y to eaten n commerce 

Tuscany fell to a powerful nation disinclined to that per
fect neutrality so dear to the Medici ; and Rinuccini found 
the British cabinet willing to second his master's objects by 
opposing the preponderance of any foreign power in Italy. 
Louis XIV. died in 1715 leaving the Duke of Orleans regent, 
for death had been busy with the Bourbons and made a long 
gap between the octogenarian king and the royal infant who 
succeeded him, the only link remaining between Orleans and 
the crown. Philip of Spain having renounced his claims on 
France the interests of those nations became separate and French 
politics necessarily changed. By an alliance with England 
and Holland the regent hoped to cotUIOlidate his power and 
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thus 88811Dle a position that would insure him the throne in the 
event of Louis the Fifteenth's death. This treble union 
startled Austria, then on the eve of a Turkish war, and induced 
a gentle attempt to consolidate its power in Italy by establishing 
a perfect neutrality throughout that Peninsula: Rome was the~ 
fore conciliated ; a league was established with Venice against 
Turkey, and the marriage of Prince Antonio Famese promoted, 
to prevent Parma and Tuscany fa11.ing to the young queen of 

Spain's male issue. In following up the new plan it 
A.D. tn6. beoam di ften tha !..!-1. e expe ent to so t severe aspect WUMai 

had been hitherto bent on Cosimo : this benignity was JDis. 
taken by the latter for a sign of despair in a bad cause, u 
well as from fear of the maritime powers, and apprehensions of 
seeing a Bourbon in Italy. A negotiation therefore commenced 
at Viellll& under the auspices of Count Stella the favourite 
miniater of Charles VI., and the Prwidj and Piombino were 
demanded in recompense for nominating a successor agreeable 
to that monarch ; besides which the independence of Florence 
and the general integrity of Tuscany, with a recognition of 
the late senatorial act, were to be the basis of any subse
quent treaty, while the choice of an heir to the Medici was left 
entirely in the Emperor's hands. These negotiations were 
cautiously and suspiciously commenced by the Tuscan ambu
sador Ferdinand Bartolommei, and the Duke of Modeoa 
was finally named successor, both as a nephew of the Em
peror Joseph's widow and a direct descendant from Cosimo I . 
through his natural daughter Virginia, therefore acceptable to 
both parties. The Modenese branch was preferred to that 
of Lorraine which descended in the female lille from queeu 
Catharine of Medicis ; and to that of Parma as being more 
agreeable to Austria in consequence of its claims on Ferrara 
and Commaecio ita connection with the house of BanOTer, 
and the conterminous position of Modena through an exteDded 
frontier with Tuscany, to which it was ultimately to be joined. 
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Charles seemed disposed to accept these terms, but ~piciqn 
retarded everything for some months and in the in· 

· th e} ~ .. 1 .. • "d d .::1!- A.D. 1717. tenm e ectreBB .,......tine, now a W1 ow an wtl-

liked by the new elector, retired to Florence whence Violapte 
relict of Prince Ferdinand, making way fqr Cosimo's favourite 
child, retired and assumed the government of Siena. The 
Emperor's consent was finally obtained and even a convention 
begun, when Oosimo's suspicions were awakened to the exist
ence of a secret understanding with Modena by which a portion 
of that duchy was to be given to the Emperor as the price of 
his acquiescence ; and subsequent information of a proposal 
made by England for the eeBBion of the same state to Austria in 
exehange for Tuscany confirmed them. He therefore resolved 
to procrastinate and profit by coming events, more especially 
as the English cabinet assured him that neither Austria nor 
the Bourbons should become masters of Tuscany. The daring 
ambition of Cardinal Alberoni who had illegally occupied Sar
dinia and menaced Porto Ferraio and Leghorn, filled Europe 
with apprehensions of war and obliged those powers whioh gua
ranteed the peace of U~t topondertheeonsequences : England 
and France had most need of tranquillity ; an unsettled regency 
and a yet unsteady throne united them, and along with Holland, 
composed what was denominated the treble alliance. The 
interests of Spain and Austria were still conflicting when Albe· 
roni's energy roused up the courage of his country to unusual 
and unexpected exertion, of which the conquest of Sardinia 
and an attack on Sicily were immediate consequences. This 
outbreak diSClODCerted the three allied powers who 

11 d • both ti th -L... f ~L...:.. A.D. InS. were compe e to oppose 1t or e _, o tiJftiJr 

own interest and as guarantees of the treatY, of Utrecht; and 
England in particular by another engagement to protect Austria 
whose posBeBBions were thus violated. A plan of general pacifi
cation was proposed: Italy, of which Austria held the greater part 
and wanted all, became an object of universal interest : Spain 
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cherished the hope of recovering Naples; Sicily, of which the 
Duke of Savoy had been made king at the peace of Utrecht, 
became a cause of complaint for Austria, who thus saw Naples 
shorn of its fairest province; and finally the Medici's inevitable 
extinction was becoming daily more interesting to all parties. 
A quadruple alliance betWeen France England Holland and 
Austria resulted from these events, and the almost extinguished 
energies of a decaying nation were now miraculously revived by 
the son of a gardener, while a war suddenly begun was as 
suddenly arrested by the finger of a village apOthecary ! Car
dinal Alberoni governed Spain with a vigour that astonished 
Europe ; the Abbe Dubois ruled in France, and persuaded the 
four greatest powers ·of Christendom to maintain universal 
peace ! These two influenced the whole European republic : 
the latter gave Sicily to Austria in exchange for Sardinia; 
·and the succession of Tuscany, without even consulting Cosimo. 
was settled on Don Carlos, eldest son to Elizabeth Faroese 
of Parma then Queen of Spain. Charles the Sixth's reluctance 
to admit a Bourbon into Italy was unscrupulously overcome 
by destroying Tuscan liberty, making that country a fief of the 
empire, excluding the Queen of Spain and electress palatine 
from the succession, annulling the last act of the Florentine 

· senate and all without even deigning to inform the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany about the matter ! After having been 
ratified by France and England this treaty was kept secret 
from Cosimo but shown to the Emperor, who ovetjoyed at 
the acquisition of Sicily agreed to everything else. The 
Duke of Savoy reluctantly swallowed his dose by excha:og
ing fertile Sicily for the wild unhealthy Sardinia an injury 
he never forgave : Spain altogether rejected the treaty and 
ordered a Beet and army to act in the Mediterranean ; she 
scorned to receive as a concesSion and fief of the empire what 
was considered to be her legal inheritance ; and part of which 
indisputably belonged to her. Three months were allowed fur 
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consideration and the Spanish monarch's final acceBBion to the 
treaty of London, after which the allied powers were at liberty 
to make other arrangements. That article which so shame
lessly sacrificed Tuscany could not be long concealed and 
filled both the prince, and the people, whose spirit was already 
up at the bare idea of liberty, with just and· unbounded indig
nation. Cosimo remonstrated but gained only fair and heart
less words with unmeaning protestations in reply from every 
court but the Spanish, which indignant as himself received his 
complaints with a congenial feeling and eagerly proffered its 
support. The Marquis N eri Corsini was sent to London for the 
purpose of turning George I. from so infamous an act, based 
as was asserted on public good, all the odium of which was. 
attributed by Cosimo to France ; yet England had already sanc
tioned it, and Austria was too much favoured to make any 
difficulty. Consolatory expressions and empty promises were 
all that Tuscany gained by these remonstrances, and though not 
averse to the successor named, yet the exclusion of Cosimo's fa. 
vourite child, the trampling on a solemn national decree, and the 
heartleijs annihilation of Tuscan independence were all proofs 
of his folly in omitting to establish the su~ion at the peace 
of Utrecht when circumstances were so favourable; but true to 
the Florentine character, by over-manreuvring he ultimately 
forfeited all. His lamentations were too late ; the secret 
had been sufficiently kept; the four powers were agreed ; and 
private instructions soon issued from London for a compulsory 
fulfilment of the treaty : if Spain's adhesion were not notified 
within three months Parma and Tuscany were to be disposed 
of to the exclusion of Queen Elizabeth's sons, with a proviso 
that neither the Emperor nor any Austrian prince who had 
land in Italy could inherit them; and Leghorn, Porto Ferraio, 
Parma and Placentia were to be garrisoned by Swiss troops 
paid by the three mediating powers, but swearing allegiance to 
the reigniug sovereigns of those places. Such was the shame· 
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ful conduct, as far as it related to Tuscany, of the quadruple 
alliance ; aud thus did Cosimo III. behold his dukedom IIDDi· 
hilated, his independeoce crushed, his dignity msulu,d, bis 
country sold, his tranquillity ·destroyed, and himself rednoed tD 

a mere puppet in his own dominions : curbed by a foreign 
army, prostrate, manacled, and exposed tD the unchecked cummt 
of Austrian insolence. He had now only the alternative of 
throwing himself into the bands of Spain or endeavouring tD 
vindicate the national independence by force of arms, and tJ:nst.. 
ing everything to the chapter of aooiden~. U nusnal energy 
was finally developed ; the works at Legbom and Porto Fer
raio were reenforced ; troops were levied throughout Tuscany, 
the coasts strengthened, and a new but too tardy vigour iDfosed 
into every mind, yet showing that force alone should make him 
bow to injustice so abominable. He also entered a solemn pro
wt which declared that no suooeesor to the Medici could be 
recognized in the free and independent state of Tuscany no
less approved by the people through their representative the 
Florentine senate; therefore no power had a right to ex
clude the electress Anne as chosen by that body and hailed 
with public . oocit,nation : that except by violence there was 
no way of making a free nation submit to feudal supremacy, 
a thing utterly at variance with its nature and institutioDS; 
or of introducing garrisons into a neutral and unoft'ending 
country which had only been striving to preserve its own }J88fe 

without molesting any one. England and Holland were at 
war ; the latter had strenuously opposed this unjust proceed
ing ; events were uncertain ; a secret understanding was su~ 
posed between Spain and Tuscany and Cosimo's warlike attitude 
was startling because it was believed to be no~ nnsnpported ; 
wherefore his protest was receiYed with unwonted respect. 

At the termination of that period assigned for Spain's adhesion 
the Tuscan suoeession was considered open to a fresh 

A.D. 1719. • • 
nommatton, and two plans were proposed by Fnmce: one 
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was the exchange of Tuscany for Lorraine and the annexation 
of the latter to that monarchy as proposed by Louis XIV. the 
other to substitute Louis for Don Carlos. The house of Modena 
was again proposed by Austria, and even Savoy and Bavaria 
pretended to a share of the Medician spoils: but England fa
voured Lorraine ~th the proviso that Leghorn and Pi.sa were to 
be made imperial cities and left in full liberty. Amongst other 
pretenders there appeared at Vienna the Prince of Ott.l\iano 
claiming desce11-t from a remote collateral branch of the Medici : 
but four centuries of separation with nothing remaining but 
the name, and no leSB than two families in Florence of nearer 
kin entirely excluded him. The Urbino property and grand
mastership of San Stefano were also demanded by the pope, and 
all these small pretensions were purposely admitted at Vienna 
tQ keep Madrid in suspense : but their vexatious and even 
dangerous influence on Cosimo's peace of mind and government 
became distreSBing, especially as the pecuniary demands of 
Austria were unrelaxed. and on pretence of a Sicilian war more 
troops and new contributions were sternly thrust upon the 
people, prudence alone preventing greater and more excessive 
extortion. An imperial minister resident at Leghorn strenu
ously contributed to augment Cosimo's vexations by aSBerting 
that a feudatory could not remain neutral between his chief and 
an enemy ; thence an attempt was made to use the fortress of 
Porto Ferraio against Spain, and this being accompanied . by 
menaces, Cosimo soon found himself and country like children 
in a crowd, trampled down and smothered by the pressure of more 
powerful neighbours. 

Hostilities now ceased and a congress had assembled at 
Cambray: tbe Spanish ministers Landi and San A 1120 
Ste~o were ordered to identify the interests of .D. · 

Philip and Oosimo and act with his ambassador Corsini: Philip 
demanded Gibraltar, the free succession of Parma and Tuscany, 
and the fulfilment of the Baden treaty as regarded Italy. --
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Charles looked on a feudal tenure as necessary to exclude any 
Bourbon from a land which he had marked for himseH: Eng
land and her king did not entirely agree: As looked to German, 
1lu to British interests : be was a stranger to the nation which 
for its own convenience had created him its chief magistrate, 
and which for commercial reasons now inclined to Spain. 
Cosimo hoped much from the support of Spain and Panna, 
because the succession of his daughter legalized that of the 
Farnesi and the Queen of Spain: a manifesto was therefore 
published which displeased the imperial as much as it pleased 
the Spanish cabinet ; while it revived the disputed supre
macy over Florence. Every means were tried to involve all 
Germany in the discussion of what was deemed a common 
cause : expectations arose also from France and England, who 
now leaned to Spain and showed some jealousy of Austria, and 
though the congress had not yet opened Corsini 'WII8 active 
A.D at Cambray. Strong in language and cogent in argu-

• 1711" menl be painted with vivid colours the oppression ol 
Austria which, bad and tyrannical as it then was, would he 
averred p:roxe only a faint type of what might be expected under 
the sanction of acknowledged authority! Justice had been 
notoriously outraged, and he demanded relief from the conse
quences of so shameful an act. Philip's plenipotentiaries su~ 
ported Corsini, but differed from Cosimo in their object : the 
king wished to send Don Carlos immediately to Florence accom
panied by a force that would secure his peaceable succession in 
despite of the emperor and also keep down public agitation, 
f?r the nation was powerfully excited by the magic sound of 
hberty. During these transactions a commercial treaty was 
~ounc:ed between Spain and England along with a defen
BlV? alliance of those powers with France involving secret 
articles relative to the Tuscan succession ; and this was followed 
by a double marriage between the two houses of Bourbon which 
seemed again to have effaced the Pyrenees from European 
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geography. Spain was silent on Florentine independence but 
eager in urging the reception of troops ; wherefore Cosimo 
suspected that she also might sacrifice him on the altar of 
political expediency, and as the treaty of London was still un
modified a little relaxation of the opposition to it was deemed 
necessary at Florence. This however was not Cosimo's act: now 
old, decrepid, and plunged in the gloomy pleasures of theology he 
abandoned public business to the electress the council and the 
Prince of Tuscany. Gaston scaroely interfered; the electress go
verned absolutely at home, and managed every foreign negotia
tion: the prince avoided a sister whom he hated, a father for whom 
he had no affection, and a system of government of which he 
entirely disapproved. Her conduct was far more commended; she 
had mitigated Cosimo 'sasperity; herwealth maintained a brilliant 

' court, and by expending much in public acta and amusements she 
had gained a certain degree of popularity. Gaston's shyness 
was blamed; the people desired an opposition to the sovereign's 
rigour and he was the only man that could safely lead it; where
fore public feeling was disappointed and a wish became general 
that she might survive him and succeed to the throne of Tus
cany. Her efforts to maintain the senate's decree were there
fore strenuously supported by the people, while Gaston was left 
unnoticed in his beloved obscurity. The death of Cosimo's 
wife in September 17~1 at seventy-six years of age was no 
relief to him, because active annoyance had long ceased on both 
sides, but she malignantly left a law-suit on his hands which 
could only be settled by the Parisian parliament. Her funeral 
was performed at Florence, and the tradition and· memory of 
her youthful persecutions, the consequent failure of heirs and 
still impending calamities, embittered the universal detesta
tion for her husband. Continued delay about ex- D 1722 
ecuting the treaty of London generated suspicion of .A. • • 

a secret engagement amongst the allied powers adverse to ita 
provisions ; France and England were especially doubted by 

. .....-... 
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Austria who would only admit Don Carlos into Italy fettered 
by the strongest bolts of' feudal supremacy, therefore depre
cated any alteration in the treaty ; and this was accompanied by 
declarations which destroyed all the hopes of that nation in 
any relief from her intolerable oppression. Clement XI. 
was succeeded in 1721 by Cardinal Conti under the name 
of Innooent XIII. who immediately promoted Abbe Dubois 
to the purple, an object for which be had long been vainly 
intriguing, with a proportionate expenditure of public money 
in bribes to the court of Rome. Considering Parma and Pla
centia as ecclesiastical fiefs . the new pontiff Cully shared in 
the general discontent at the treaty of London and wonld 
willingly have united with Cosimo had not the fears of the 
latter prevented it : be was apprehensive that even the appear
ance of a league might draw the war into Tuscany and set 
all Italy in a flame, therefore tried to oonciliate both Spain 
and Austria by giving no cause of complaint to either. But 
on seeing what little was to be expected from the congress, 
Charles VI. returned to the original plan of a Florentine ~"& 
public and endeavoured secretly to excite John Gaston and the 
chief nobility to rise and demand their freedom : it was a pro
position too bold for the age and people, and far better snited 
to the spirit of their ancestors : the desire existed, but the 
energy of freedom was extinct, long servitude had enfeebled 
them, and Gaston was not inclined to plunge his oonntry into a 
premature revolution to please the Emperor. The congn. 
being at length opened Cosimo immediately protA:Isted agaillllt 
the fifth article of the London treaty ; his protA:Ist was accom
panied by a memorial from the electress urging the justice of 
her claims, the promises of Spain and England, the rights of 
blood, the act of the Florentine senate, and finally the people's 
will ! The last a oonvenient instrument while seconding the 
designs of princes, but ever crushed by royal prerogative or 
aristocratic privilege when roused to the public expnesioD of 
ita own rights and grievances ! · 

o,g""edbyGoogle 
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It would be no leBB useless than tedious to continue a dull 
narrative of uninteresting details, of intrigues and 7 
negotiations, of fears, cunning, and dissimulation, of A.D. 1 23" 

concealed objects and open avowals, as practised by conflicting 
cabinets and artful statesmen on this vexatious subject : suffice 
it to repeat that Spain's object was to secure the succession of 
Don Carlos by his presence with an army in TusMDy ; that it 
was opposed by Austria and even by Cosimo, who wished fil'Bt 
to secure the grand-ducal crown for his daughter : but as in 
every case the destruction of Tuscan freedom became inevitable 
Corsini was ordered to enter 11. solemn and final protest at 
Cambray for the purpose of asserting his successor's rights and 
making the act of unjustifiable violence, then about to be 
perpetrated by the allied powers, more notoriously odioU8. 

This was the last diplomatic transaction of Cosimo III. He 
was now eighty-one years old: a slow fever and erysipelas 
attacked him early in September and in fifty-two days reduced 
him to his grave. Ha-ving been early informed of his danger 
he delivered the reins of government to John Gaston and 
finished a long, oppressive and tyrannical reign on the last day of 
October 17ll3. His rule was umnarked by good, stained and livid 
with evil, and impressed with bigotry, superstition, and national 
misery ! Proud, vain, weak, rigorous and implacable, be was 
the dupe, the slave, and the idol of priests, but the abhorred of 
his subjects. Hating his sons as he was bated by them, he 
shortened the elder's days by forcing him to take refuge in 
debauchery, and ruined the character and happiness of the 
younger by the most odious domestic tyranny. Loving his 
own image in his only daughter he latterly governed by her 
counsel ; less weakly perhaps, but still without feeling or :mag
nanimity. He rioted in courtly splendour but maintained it by 
the groans of a suffering people, and while loudly complaining 
of Austrian exactions he made them the pretext and instru
ments for still more ruinous imposts. Tuscany under him was 
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a vale of bitter tears ! Dissimulation spread like pestilence: priests 
and hypocrisy pervaded all ; they sucked the life-blood from 
society and poisoned domestic happiness : public economy was 
a mere sound; the nation was plunged in debt; abuses long suf
fered had become the rule and habit of mankind and dishonesty 
a necessity of the time : industry sank under monopolies, and 
the people became lazy, idle, false, bigoted, and eminently 
superstitious I 

To preserve tranquillity in Florence Cosimo believed that a 
large proportion of the inhabitants should depend on him for 
subsistence and the rest be nourished by hope ; wherefore plaees 
were multiplied almost to infinity and variously distributed, but 
especially as marriage portions to girls recommended by eccle
siastics and other parasites. Great public benefit was supposed 
to be thus rendered by the propagation of so many pious fami
lies all devoutly looking to the public treasury for their main
tenance : content with idle mediocrity and listless indolence 
all ideas of industry and independent spirit evaporated ; neces
sity no longer urged a provision for the future nor any generous 
search for more reputable maintenance : like domestic fowls 
they came daily to be fed, and then departed to cackle lay their 
eggs and propagate. They donned the saintly exterior along 
with the inward hypocrisy of ecclesiastics, fora miscalled religion* 
in the shape of abject submission to the Church was ever their 
passport, and the victim of priestly concupiscence had some
times a peculiar claim on her seducer, both for a husband and 
the favours of a duped and bigoted sovereign. Florence 
gradually became almost populated by such families and unem
ployed artisans ; all in continual want, supported by the public, 
and duly impressed with the idea that government was bound 
to supply them with bread or work. Their judgment was 

* Let it not be imagined that any whether lay or clerical ; ita &buae, not 
offence ia intended, either here or et- ita 111e, ia bl&med ; &nd hypocrisy ia 
where, to the pure Roman Catholic not confined to that penuuion, time, 
religion or ita conaclentioue YOt&riea, or country. 
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eBSentially just, for until it be proved that the land cannot main
tain its people after every means have been tried, the laws 
of God and nature forbid that any human being willing to work 
should starve, let his. sustenance come from whatever source 
it may! Let parks be disparked, pleasure-grounds ploughed 
up, and corn-fields touch the lordly portico, ere we are en
titled to assert that a country cannot maintain its inhabitants 
or are justified in forcing the most industrious to seek 
elsewhere that protection they vainly demand at home. Such 
hardships spring not from an ungrateful soil ; not from climate, 
indolence, inactivity of mind or frame, but from pure misrule, 
selfish extravagance pride and folly; 

This being the condition of Florence under Cosimo we ought 
not to wonder that with a continuance of absolute government 
even by a patriot prince the Florentines should still retain swng 
and melancholy traces of that disgraceful period ; an epoch 
which even now is occasionally lauded by some Tuscan church
men, but which the nation execrates along with the very name 
of Medici; for tame obedience is but a poor exchange for the 
independent spirit of a nation ! · 

The tattered remnants of old republican energy were anni
hilated by this prince and his priesthood, and a fair field left 
for every crime to flourish. More than·l!alf a century of such 
government altered the manners and character of Tuscany and 
from this time may be dated its complete degeneracy and present 

· imperfections, arrested it is true by Peter Leopold but not entirely 
removed, for though liberal wise and beneficent, Leopold's was 

·still an absolute government. Yet Cosimo III. cannot be justly 
charged with all this mischief; for much of it, especially the im
morality, he is responsible, and he could have prevented what 
he hastened : the political and commercial variations of the 
world were alone effecting rapid changes which under a wise 
prince might have been modified in their action on Tuscany, 
and the national character fortified to confront them ; but 
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Coeimo precipitated all and ruined his countzy. He lived and 
died detested by his people and despised by his neighboll1"8; 
even Rome herself the holy object of his worship and before 
which he 80 abjectly licked the dust, even she despised him for 
his baseness. 

It has been shown that after the republic ceased Florence 
and its dependencies though greatly augmented in extent yet 
diminished in their political influenoe amongst the powers of 
Europe : in the conflict of more powerful states 80 slender a 
bark could scarcely survive without extraneous support from 
one or the other party. Cosimo I. did all that sagacity and 
unscrupulous assiduity were capable to give political weight tD 
Tuscany, and this was for a while preserved by the riches and 
cunning rather than the wisdom of his race ; yet even he felt 
the necessity of foreign assistance and promptly adhered to the 
power that enthroned him. But Cosimo's spirit was too high, 
his pride riches and independence of character too great tD 
submit beyond the absolute necessities of personal interest, 
wherefore be availed himself of every act of Spanish weakne~~~ 
to vindicate and consolidate his independence, and never ceded 
to wanton and unnecessary pressure. When the genius of 
Charles V. had ceased to influence Europe Francesco de' 
Medici became the vassal of Philip II. ; the two Ferdinands and 
Cosimo II. endeavoured to preserve Tuscany from the power 
of France and Spain, but the vigour and talents of Medician 
government gradually declined with commerce, wealth, manu
factures, and national influence ; many other causes assisted, 
yet the spirit of a Cosimo or Ferdinand would have still sus
tained their country. Some vigour nevertheless remained, 
until Cosimo the Third's long and feeble reign altered the 
character of his subjects by reducing them to priest-ridden 
sycophants : yet nursed as he was in the cell of bigotry, even a 
superior mind with such disadvantages would hardly ha'fe 
ventured into the wide fields of science literature and general 
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intelligence : too irresolute for decision, too timid for risk, in 
the political tempest, he endeavoured to maintain a neutrality 
that neither his own character nor the nation were sufficient to 
sustain, and he was alternately flattered and buffeted by all. The 
ascension of a Bourbon dynasty to the Spanish throne still more 
enfeebled the Medici, and Cosimo absorbed by personal vanity 
meanly endeavoured to gain an external reputation which was 
justly refused to him at home. His ambassadors were in 
general mere panders to his folly, not statesmen ; his coun· 
sellors parasites, whose law was the caprice and passions of 
their master : public good and national digniW had no place 
amongst them ; the studied procrastination and intriguing 
duplicity of Spain were servilely imitated along with all the 
pride and superstition of her court. Cosimo's character was 
imparted to his ministers and thence to the nation ; those only 
were chosen whose fa.culties could be fathomed by his shallow 
intellect, and the princes of Tuscany had no part in the govern· 
ment until Ferdinand forced his own way by exciting the Grand 
Duke's apprehensions. No responsible minister ruled the cabi
net or country ; Cosimo communicated personally with the 
heads of dePartments, who consequently became powerful and 
generally mischievous ; for this sys~m, more suited to an able 
than a feeble prince, was dear to those that shared the autho
rity but hateful to the people who suffered by it. Magalotti 
and Bassetti were the most able of his ministers, but the former 
soon fell from his sovereign's favour while he gained the respect 
of Europe; the latter, a coachman's son and. friend of Maga· 
Iotti, retained his influence. Men of gewus, to the disgrace of 
intellect, often prostitute their character and talents to a court, 
but that of Tuscany was too base for such adulation ; Cosimo 
exacted too much servility without the fa.culty of appreciating 
people of real talent whom even his flattery could rarely allure, 
though often as much open to it as inferior men. False and 
feeble parasites dulled the accents of wisdom, and the legisla-

-



-

660 FLORENTINE BISTOBY. 

tion of that period bore the stamp of its origin ; a cruel bigoted 
avaricious despotism ! The great were protected, favoured, and 
enriched ; the poor oppressed, and the ecclesiastics exalted. 

Cosimo's meddling in domestic life passed all bounds; a law 
of 1691 forbid any young man to enter a house where there 
were marriageable girls ; a dominican friar from Volterra made 
annual tours of inspection through Tuscany to examine into 
domestic matters, and wherever he discovered discord enmities 
or other differences, he by royal authority commanded mar
riages, separations, and imprisonment. A single incident 
which occurred about this period will serve to . illustrate the 
subject better t'ban any general expressions. Robert Acciaioli 
heir to one of the richest and noblest families in Florence 
fell in love with Elizabetta Mormorai the young beautiful and 
accomplished widow of Guiseppe Berardi : the two families 
were of equal rank, but Robert's uncle, Cardinal Acciaioli who 
aimed at the popedom, wanted to make a match for his nephew 
that would assist him in reaching this mark, and therefore 
engaged the Grand Duke in his favour. Cosimo instantly 
forbid the marriage and confined Elizabetta in a convent. 
Robert Acciaioli's passion became more ungovernable from this 
opposition and after legally contracting his marriage by the 
most solemn authenticated documents, he fled to Mantua in 
order to escape Cosimo's vengeance. While there, he made 
every exertion to establish the legitimacy of his proceeding by 
publishing · the papers, which were confirmed by all the Lom
bard theologian!! but condemned by the Tuscans. This irritated 
Cosimo who vented his spite on the lady by augmented rigour, 
and imprisonment in a fortrt~¥. Acciaioli's indignation in
creased and his efforts redoubled ; he appealed to Rome, sent 
a circular to the cardinals who were then in conclave, furnished 
them with a summary of the whole transaction, and so far 
succeeded that Elizabeth was released from prison and soon 
managed to join him at Venice. But Cosimo was not so easily 
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beaten: they were. immediately demanded from that republic 
on the pretext of having been wanting in respect and loyalty 
·to their sovereign and therefore fled disguised towards Germany, 
but being arrested at Trent were most shamefully surrendered to 
Cosimo's vengeance. The tyrant instantly condemned Acciaioli 
not only to lose his inheritance but to perpetual imprisonment 
in the dismal tower called " n Maackio " of Volterra., where 
his dungeon may still be seen. The lady was allowed to choose 
between imprisonment with her husband, or liberty, but with 
a repudiation of the marriage : unlike the most of her sex, she 
chose the latter and thus gave the unfortunate man a monopoly 
of that public commiseration which might have been so nobly 
shared ! But she deemed that the sight of her suffering would 
have redoubled his, and therefore preferred to live and weep 
in liberty! Yet it was not a free soul that dictated the choice; 
no chains can fetter that, no walls confine it : Elizabeth would 
lla.ve been far more free in the Maschio of Volterra * ! 

Forced marriages were common; they belonged to the system 
of government and occasionally happened even under the repub· 
lican Medici ; but to such crimes the subsequent extinction of 
Cosimo 's family was attributed by the people as a just judgment of 
the Almighty : all this was natural, for civil and doinestic liberty 
was more outraged, and priestly insolence more augmented by 
these abominations than by any other of this tyrant's most shame
ful exploits. The travelling friar from Volterra made his circuit 
in a royal equipage, proposed what reforms he listed, and all were 
blindly commanded : priests and monks thus became the. per
_manent tyrants of private families, arbiters of their children's 
fate, oppressors of the community, disposers of persons and for
tunes, which were given to their own adherents, and persecutors 
of all that presumed to resist. The law of 1691 above mentioned 
rendered priests still more necessary to the accomplishment of 
marriages, and this was their object in having it passed; but so 

VOL V. 
* Osservatore Fioren., vol.lv., p. 72. 
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many disorde~ followed tbat after. five years it was repealed. 
Manners instead of improving became more corrupt. hypomsy 
spread, violence crime and atrocities, augmented ; the unhappy 
people in ~y cases preferred flight to submission and per
manentlt q~ted the country. The priesthood while rioting 
deep in •licenced debauchery punished the very women they 
seduced, who :were pitied by all except the authors of their 
ruin ! Hypocrisy thus royally encouraged ; manners, customs, 
eduea.tion, the whole character of youth· imbibed the . poison, 
and formal acts of public devotion were substituted for real 
Christian morality; a tendency cbars:cteristic of excessiye zeal 
in every religious persuasion. Cosimo mged the Tuscan epis
copacy to obey the Council of Trent by establishing schools 
in each diocese and contributed . to the cost, 88 well 88 to 
that for the multipliea.tion of Jesuits' colleges : his motives 
though mistaken were plausible : he imagined that religion, or 
at least what he believed religion, was more efficacious than civil 
government in producing ol)edience, and . he was right ; for a 
system · of ecclesiastical oontrol . artfully executed under the 
sacred name of Christianity debases the human mind, subdues 
reason, and renders useless the .only gift of God that prese"es 
human ascendancy over the brute creation. Monks were deemed 
the most fitting. instruments to effect this ; they were placed 
over the parish priests and continually occupied the people in 
attending processions, preachings, doing penance and other 
external tjtes so abundant in the Catholic Church. The oon
seql_lence was a vast augmentation of their numbers from all 
Christendom. at enormOus expense ; while the people suffer'.ang 
without mending, became more exasperated, more fearful, and 
more hypocritical than ever : . yet misery and want overeame 
every feeling but anger and. secret hatred, especially at seeing the 
sums of money spent on proselytism, from the Barbary alaYe 
w)lo was converted by force, to the heretics of Holland. and 
Germany who were reclaimed by money; and even some Euro
pean princes were not left wholly unmolested. 
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Inexorable in his judgments, Cosimo hurried tJlloough cri
minal trials as much as he lengthened out all the shocking 
severity of executions, in order to strike terror. by the culprit's 
agony! Yet nothing was accomplished towards the prevention of 
crime, but great activity in the destruction of poor criminals; 
and about the year 1680 for the purpose of hastening trials the 
magistracy of Eight was deprived of its ordinary jurisdiction and 
a criminal Roota established. This tribunal commanded that 
executions should take place in the public streets and squares 
of Florence, to the horror of all the inhabitants : the poor 
trembled ; but the rich triumphed in this severi,ty becau!*' 
they were always favoured; for Cosimo when in want of money 
which was continually, gave the highest magistracies to the 
highest bidders; nay, he was even accused of selling his par
don secretly to those best able to purchase impunity for their 
crimes ! But this money passed directly into monkish hands 
for devout and pious expenditure, and thus was his conscience 
satisfied ! A generally feeble legislation shamefully executed, 
completed the misgovernment of a reign weak odious and con
tradictory ; the civil jurisdiction was replete with the leaven of 
Roman ecclesiastical tribunals ; church privileges triumphed in 
Tuscany even more than in Rome itself, and the Inquisition 
breaking all bounds actually disputed the sovereign preroga· 
tives. Some of its myrmidons who had been arrested at Siena 
for carrying prohibited arms, were claimed by the inquisitor on 
pain of excommunication, and the government's officers who 
captured them cited to answer for their conduct at Rome ! The 
Grand Duke complained, but the excommunication was never· 
theless published : the pens of botb Tuscan and Roman theo· 
logians became active, and the Cardinal of Medicis threatened 
to retire from Rome; this finally brought the question to issue 
and produced a treaty which recalled the anathema and the 
Tuscan inquisitor together. But such quarrels only produced 
a temporary irritation in Cosimo's mind without weaning him 
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from the church, or even diminishing his respect for ecclesiastiCB 
who never relaxed their insolence. ·Amongst others, Cardinal 
N erli ; very properly as it would now be considered but then 
very insolently ; refused to await the Grand Duke's arrival at 
the cathedral before he began mass ! Cardinal Fabbroni would 
not uncover his head when visited by Cosimo, and moreover 
refused him the title of Royal Highness, although it was 
acknowledged by all the Italian princes and most European 
sovereigns ! The desire of maintaining a party at Rome was 
one cause of Cosimo 's submission to such insults and of 
spending large sums to buy the cardinals' support, but they 
then generally despised Italian princes. Antonio Maria 
Fede, a lawyer of great subtlety and a creature of the Medici, 
was their principal instrument at Rome ; he had gained the 
confidence of Cosimo III., Innocent XII., and Clement XI. : 
through him Cosimo influenced the former during his whole 
pontificate, as well as the early years of the latter, and was 
moreover enabled to serve several German princes at the court 
of Rome. Such appearance of authority coupled with his 
ostentation and magnificence deceived the Germans who took 
him for the first of Italian princes, as indeed he should have 
been ; and this opinion, industriously propagated by the Elector 
Palatin~, was common to all the northern courts. Presents were 
moreover annually distributed by Cosimo amongst the various 
European potentates ; they consisted of the most valuable 
Tuscan produce, especially wines, then cultivated by the sove
reign and nobility with peculiar care and success and the 
celebrity of which produced Francesco Redi's inimitable dithy
rambic called Bacchus in Tuscany a poem that probably bas 
rarely been equalled and never surpassed in any language. 

These presents were a]so extended to the most celebrated 
foreigners of science and literature with whom his vanity cor
responded, and to every foreign court favourite whose influence 
was worth securing. The splendour of Cosimo the Third's own 
household was akin to his treatment of strangers, and the whim of 
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being served by natives of all countries made him import them 
from every nation at a vast expense, principally by means of 
the missionaries whom he had sent abroad to convert the world. 
Luckily this taste did not limit itself to human beings ; plants 
of all kinds were similarly collected and propagated in Tus
cany ; the natural family taste for botany and agriculture was 
strong in Cosimo ; it also influenced his subjects, and Tuscan 
wines had a ready sale even in England at that epoch. But 
all this magnificence was drawn from the sweat of the people ; 
from cruel taxation, debts, new imposts, German contributions, 
and ecclesiastical rapacity ; laws which restricted industry 
and fostered monopoly, ruined internal trade, and annihilated 
national resources. Agriculture shared largely in the general 
gloom, for while the royal and noble posses.~ions teemed with 
luxuries, large tracts of land were bare even of the commonest 
productions, and others had entirely resumed their native 
wildness ; thence frequent scarcities, misery, and extensive 
expatriation : arts of the first necessity languished while large 
sums were expended in attracting those of luxury from France 
and England : the people lost all spirit ; the decayed artisans 
existed in idleness on state charity which alone prevented 
tumults. In 1694 all the silk manufacturers were compelled 
to make a given quantity of plain and figured silks, receiving 
a bounty of three per cent. for the former and seven for the 
latter; but the trial was not repeated, for it produced only ex
pense; and yet was better than mere almsgiving as long as it did 
not increase the number of workmen thus unnaturally sustained. 
The Leghom trade was entirely in foreign hands and the 
exchanges once so lucrative to Florence had almost wholly set
tled in the former city : an attempt was made to force the 
banking trade back on the metropolis, but without producing 
any effect except extreme inconvenience and disorder at Leg
hom ; the law was consequently repealed, and served as an 
additional. example of the Grand Duke's folly. 

At the instigation of Redi, Magalotti, and others some 
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attention was directed to arts and sciences and the celebrated 
Magliabecchi the friend of Cardinal Leopoldo did honour to this 
reign ; yet neither science nor literature were usefully or sin
cerely encouraged, but only for royal vanity or convenience. 
The sole directors of public instruction at this time being 
monks, all emulation and desire of literary distinction was 
gradually destroyed in the great mass of their pupils, and every 
principle of real philosophy became a stranger to their schools: 
the name of Galileo had become a reproach ; his followers were ~~ 
often persecuted; the Aristotelian philosophy was universallyand I 
exclusively adopted, and by Cosimo's express command, alone 
admitted into the Pisan University. Thus did the sovereign's 
weakness, his education, early habits, passions, disposition and 
natural character unfortunately combine to reduce a fine, high
spirited, and peculiarly intellectual people to the. most abject 
state of mental and physical wretchedness and corrupt mor&-
lity ; at a time too when other nations were vigorously shooting 
up into luxuriant civilization, and when unusual firmness and 
wisdom were required to maintain the .character and even the 
national independence of Tuscany amidst .the shOOk of greater 
powers*. · 

ConMPOJUaY 1\fonacua.-England: Charles II. untill685; thenJ'amea 
II. untill688; then William of Orange and Mary, the former until 1702; 
then Anne until ] 7U; George I. of Hanover.-Fran~: Louia XIV. 1Ultil 
1715; Regency of Orleam and Louis XV.--Spain: Charlea II. until 1700; 
War of Succeuion between Philip V., Duke of Anjou, of Franee, and Charles 
Ill. of A111tria (Cbarlea Emperor in 1711); Philip V.-Portugal: Peter U. co 
1707; Joaeph to 17 SO.-Sicily: Vietor Amade111 of Savoy,. King from 1713 
until 1720; then it wu re-annexed to Naples in ezchange for Sardinia. Em
peron : Leopold to 1705 ; Joseph I. to 1710; Charles VI.-Popes : Clement X. 
until1676; Innocent XI. until1689; Aleunder VIII. untill691 ; InnoeentXIL 
untill700 ; Clement XI. until 1721 ; Innocent XIII. until 1724.-Polaud: 
Michael I. to 1678 ; then J ohu III. (Sobieski) until l 697 ; then Auguatu1 IL 
(of Saxony); Rivalahip of Stanislaus I. until 1709.-Naplet conquered by 
Austria in 1706.-Prulllia: Frederic III. Elector of Brandenburg in 1688: 
King ofPrulllia in 1701; Frederic-William I. 1718.--Sweden: Charlot XL 
until 1697; then Cbarlea XII. to 1718; then Ulrica Eleonora.- Ruaia: 
Alexua to 1695 ; then Peter the Great until 1725. 

• Galluzzi, Storia, Libri vii., viii, ix. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

PROM A.D. 1713 TO A.D. 1737, 

GIOVANNI GASTONE, 
GIUIID DUKE OP TUSCAIIT. 

THE. reign of Giovanni Gastone, seventh and last Grand 
Duke of the Medician race, was like the last years of his 
father's, employed in one long vexatious struggle 
I • __ , • d d H . d th bro. A.D. l72S. 10r natiowu m epen ence. e mounte e t ne 
at fifty-three years of age, and dispensing with the empty forms 
of assumption and allegiance seemed to take the reins rather 
as an unavoidable and hateful task than an object of ambition, 
or any generous wish for the amelioration of his country. 
Attached to solitude and having been uniformly excluded from 
government, although his taste might be excusable and even com
mendable, philosophy should have suggested that the existing 
opportunity of redressing a nation's wrongs was neither to be 
lightly neglected nor timidly embraced by a spirited prince, espe
cially by one who himself had so cruelly suffered from tyranny. 
Itwasaglorious occasion to sacrifice private tastes on the national 
altar and draw down on the closing days oflrls family the blessings 
of a people who had hitherto generally implored the deepest 
curses on its head. But this was perhaps too much to expect 
from a Medici. Nevertheless John Gaston beg&n well and 
popularly : he dismissed all the spies and hypocritical church~ 
men who ·had surrounded Cosimo and he abolished a long list 
of pensions granted through their influence to· Jews, Turks, 
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heterodox Catholics, and Protestant heretics ; all converted or 
reclaimed under the auspices of Tuscan missionaries backed by 
these solid rewards, popularly called" Pmliom on the Creed," but 
which formed a great and serious chapter in public expenditure. 
The reduction of debt, taxation, and useless expense, became one 
of Gaston's primary objects, but he did not at once and formally 
abolish the system of vexatious meddling with domestic morality. 
Nevertheless his condemnation of its severe execution and 
his openly expressed contempt for spies and informers, soon 
mitigated its oppressive character ~d gained him credit with 
the nation. Imitating Ferdinand II. he mixed freely with 
his subjects and showed his hatred for the Electress Anne by 
excluding her from public affairs while the Princess Violante 
gained an influence over him. and the government that her 
virtue and amiability are said to have justly deserved. The 
religious gloom of Cosimo's time quickly ceded to gaiety; even 
the court dress was changed by Gaston's desire from the old 
Florentine habit called " Da Oitta" to the prevailing fashion 
of Paris; and instead of dark-robed friars clustering about the 
palace or gliding like evil spirits through the corridors, all the 
youth and beauty of Florence were ·soon within its \V8lls ; 
joyousness soon spread around and was gladly hailed by the 
community as a harbinger of .better days. From the commence
ment of the Spanish war of succession Italy }>egan to feel very 
sensibly the influence of foreign mannem; Naples and Lom
bardy were naturally the first to receive new impressions 
from the foreignem who swarmed through these provinces. 
a variation of dress, freer intercourse with women, and many 
other innovations succeeded, so that ancient customs, once 
thought decorous modest and even sacred, now became old
fashioned rustic and vulgar, and what had formerly deserved 
commendation was now ridiculed. A rapid change was thus 
effected in every part except Tuscany : there it was denounced 
by the clergy as a triumph of corruption sufficient to draw down 
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Heaven's vengeance on the people, so that every means were 
used to stop its progress, and hence those numerous missionaries 
who·infested all the land. The Electress Palatine had already 
gained popularity by relaxing these severities, but Gaston annihi
lated them ; pardons went forth, penalties were remitted, the 
exiles returned, and even the public prisons cast out their pale 
and sickly inmates to enjoy this gleam of sunshine. Cosima's 
ministry was nevertheless retained ; the Grand Prior del Bene 
and Marquis Rinuccini directed the ~biDet; the first had been 
advanced rather by favour than experience ; the last was a dis· 
tinguished diplomatist. The Cavaliere Giraldi a man neglected 
by Cosimo was now made their associate and with the Cavaliere 
Monte Magni, a creature of that prince, took the burden of 
public government as secretary of state while Gaston reserved 
to himself the correspondence with his ambassadors at foreign 
courts. Forced by circumstances to pursue his father's politics 
the protest of Cambray was instantly renewed while Elba Leg· 
hom and all internal defences were strengthened against Don 
Carlos, who was considered not unlikely to make a sudden 
attempt on the country. 

Gaston was invited with certain indications of compulsion to 
join the quadruple alliance, in order to secure the succession of 
Don Carlos ;tand though he found it necessary to temporize 
with Spain lest she should insist on the introduction of Swiss 
troops according to the treaty of London, it became also expe
. dient to make use of Austria against their entrance as well as 
to retard the arrival of Don Carlos himself. All idea of maintain
ing the Senate's decree was abandoned; for as Spain had ceded 
the point which most distressed her by accepting the investi· 
tures and consequently the feudal supremacy of Austria, she was 
unlikely to support an act whose nullity would assist her im· 
mediate objects. Gaston's only other policy was to secure his 
sister's inheritance of the vast priv&Ul property belonging to 
them, (for his enmity did not extend to her injury) and procure 
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compensation for that portion of it which bad been . spent in 
public improvements. Besides the · allodial possessioos in 
Urbino, many Tuscan fiefs bad been purchased and in~ 
rated with the crown : porta, fortresses, the . whole of the artiJ.. 
lery and other property, along with numerous palaces and 'riDII 
full of p~cious furniture and specimens of. art, were &eq1liNI 
by the private funds of the Medici. Amongst these acquiaif:ioM 
the town and district of Pontremoli formed no inoonsiderable 
portion, and so entire a disregard of justice could scarcely be 
imagined as to deprive the Electress of this inheritance ; but 
Spain DOt 'being npposed equal to such a purchase, the gi'riD8 
her poasession of them at Gaston's death would as was thought 
secure better terms from .his successor. Believing therefore 
that a simple renewal of the Cambray protest would be 1111fi. 
eient and all negotiation with Spain discontinued, the only plm 
was to delay the arrival of Don Carlos and by avoiding the 

threatened garrisoos still preserve at least a show of 
A.D. ll'lU. • al . d d 0' ed nation m epen ence. . lrCUJD8tances seem now 
to favour this object, for Dubois and Stanhope the two principal 
authors of the treaty of London were dead ; the Duke of 
Orleans followed them soon after; Philip V. had abdicated in 
favour of Louis Prince of the Asturias ; Louis XV. bad 
assumed the government of France, and his tA.ister's sen· 
timenta varied from those of his predecessor. Prince AD· 
tonio of Parma at the age of forty-five prepared to marry, 
and Louis of Spain being expected to . differ somewhat from the 
views of his step-mother, the general course of European politics 
seemed not unlikely to take such a turn as eventually might 
annul the treaty of London. This expectation was secretly 
promoted by Charles VI. from whom both England and Hol
land bad been partly alienated by his venturing to establish a 
mercantile company at Ostend which affected· their interests 
and encouraged Spain to a more open contention with Austria, 
while the investiture of. Siena · demanded by Gaston from tbe 
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Emperor conformably to Cosimo 's. final act in 171 ~.gave strength 
to their quarrel. Gaston however would take no part in it, 
asserting that he merely followed the last precedent and was 
compelled to acknowledge the claims of that party which 
could most easily annoy him. All this convinced Spain of 
his leaning to Austria and produced new demands about the 
Swiss garrisons, with a resolution of forcing his consent. to 
receive Don Carlos by stoutly insisting in congress on the 
immediate execution of the fifth article of the quadruple treaty. 
On the part of Austria this was met by a formal denial nn
less with the Grand Duke of Tuscany's approbation, who by that 
treaty was to remain unmolested : this was incompatible with 
the presence of foreign troops, wherefore Gaston was secretly 
urged to be resolute in his opposition : the new Pope Bene
dict XIII. was supposed to be on the same side while Parma 
from dislike to the emperor promoted the Spanish policy. Long 
discussions succeeded ; Austria would hear of no other ques
tion until this was settled, and finally the mediating powers 
threatened a dissolution of congress. The hopes of Tuscany 
were further revived by Spain's dissatisfaction with Englan!l 
and Holland, (who were accused of mere selfishness about mer
cantile uiterests) and her determination to commence a private 
treaty with Gaston, which was only arrested by the death of 
Lonis, and Philip's consequent re-assumption of the throne. 
This circumstance coupled with the delicate health of Fer
dinand Prince of Asturias, by bringing Don Carlos nearer 
the throne rendered the nation averse. to his quitting Spain. 
Philip however made a show of forcing Gaston's . 

. b eak d • fi A.D. l726. acqwescence, ut was too w an too anxtous or 
peace to brave the power of Austria and both cabinets were 
weary of the quarrel, which only gave the mediating powers a 
greater ascendancy. A separate treaty was therefore concluded 
at Vienna independent of both France and England with whom 
Spain and Austria were dissatisfied : its object was a union of 
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both monarchies, a commercial arrangement, and the Tusean 
succession, but without foreign garrisons either in Tuscany or 
Parma. Don Carlos was to ascend the throne at Gaston's death 
by virtue of the investitures already conceded, and the mer
cantile establishment fixed at Ostend was to be more securely 
rooted by reciprocal privileges, in despite of the dissatisfaction of 
both Holland and England. The immediate effect of this was 
a closer union between France and Great Britain, the dissolu-
tion of the congress at Cambray, and general surprise at the IJ 
secrecy and novelty of such arrangements. Although the 1 
Grand Duke was thus relieved from the apprehension of foreign 
troops he could neither count on the forbearance of Spain nor on 
the duration of this treaty, and as his maxim was to gain time 
without committing himself, he ordered the former protest tA> 
be renewed before the separation of congress, rejecting every 
proposition not based upon his untouched sovereign preroga
tives and Florentine liberty. This declaration was denounced 
by the Spanish minister Riperada as an insolent act that would 
ruin Tuscany ; but England France and Austria assured Gas-
ton that no violence would be allowed, and Philip on seeing 
this resolute conduct wanted the emperor either by force or 
persuasion to compel him to declare Don Carlos Grand Prince 
of Tuscany and procure the Senate's sanction to the act. 

Charles VI: had never recognized that title, which had been 
assumed by Cosimo III. for the heir-apparent when he himself 
received the dignity of Royal Highness, and declined any means 
except persuasion but amused Philip with the hopes of a mar
riage between Don Carlos and an archduchess in order tA> 
detach him from France Prussia and the maritime powers 
who had just concluded a treaty to keep the peace of Europe. 
War nevertheless appeared in clear perspective and was pre
pared for ; Charles VI. in particular perceived that he was 
principally aimed at, and Holland showed that its chief object 
was to suppress the commerce of Ostend. 
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Firm in the simple course he had begun and secretly en
couraged by Austria, Gaston turned his mind from 

li • th li f f his 1 d A.D. l7ll6. po tics to e re e o · peop e an to amusements: 
Florence had now become the seat of gaiety, and the Princess 
Violante's cheerfulness spread itself everywhere, while the 
abolition of much oppressive taxation showed a real wish of 
lightening the public burdens which was not unappreciated. 
His aversion to the punishment of death was another source of 
popularity, and in some measure restored the natural joyous 
character of the people, previously so repressed by Cosimo 's con
tinual and shocking executions. Commerce industry and agri
culture once more showed signs of life ; and literature, be
sides the sovereign's countenance, found a zealous patroness in 
Violante of Bavaria who encouraged genius in every form : she 
took especial pleasure in the art of extemporaneous poetry which 
Bernardo Perfetti of Siena seems to have carried to a degree of 
perfection that finally won the laurel crown which had been 
neglected since Petrarca's day; for Tasso died while it was 
preparing for him. The easiness of manners now prevailing 
at Florence was condemned by Cosimo 's followers, and the 
Grand Duke's partiality for a bevy of gay licentious young men 
known as the "Ruspanti," from the" Ruspo," a piece of money 
in which they received their weekly allowance, was blamed as 
an encouragement of depravity. The censure might have 
been just, for from strict religious forms and the extreme 
of bigotry nations plunge into licentiousness, and Gaston with 
considerable qualifications and acquirements was driven by 
circumstances into some of the most disgusting vices of our 
nature. He however distinguished favour from justice, and 
the former was, amongst his companions, no protection against 
the latter, but his natural mildness was ever' prompting him 
to mercy : all these things combined so closely to alter public 
opinion that the coming extinction of the Medici began to be 
no longer considered a blessing by the Tuscan people. ·-
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The death' of Francesco- Farnese Duke of Parma in the 
spring of 17~7 brought hopes of a change in Tuscan 

A.D. l7li'T. li ' d his b th p • An . ' . d po tics, au ro er nnce toruo s proJeete 
marriage started the question of his son's succession to the 
grand duchy instead of Don Carlos ; this was warmly dis
cussed by Spain and the allies of Hanover; but amidst the din 
of warlike preparations the voice of peace was heard and 
another congress assembled at Cambray. Gaston still remained 
firm in his resolution against all the efforts of Spain to move 
him, and again repeated his former protest, Cardinal Fleury 
Louis the Fifteenth's plenipotentialy undertaking the office of 
mediator and Tuscan advocate. A slight indisposition of the 

Grand Duke was purposely represented as a mortal 
A.D. 1728' illn b th s . h d A . bassad ess y e paulS au ustnao am ors at 
Florence, and au imperial edict instantly called on the Tuscans 
to acknowledge Don Carlos when Gaston expired. This dis
gusting conduct caused him to remonstrate against such dis
turbance of his govemnient and tempting of his subjects' 
fidelity. New and unsuccessful negotiations followed, offem 
were made and rejeeted, and though Austria showed no dis
pleasure at Gaston's ·pertinacity the Spanish Cabinet managed 
so as to have legal documents drawn up for carrying the treaty 
of Vienna into effect : they -were addressed to Don Carlos, the 
Electress Anne, and the Florentine senate, with full powers for 
Count Borromeo to put the fimt in possesSion ·of Tuscany at 
John Gaston's death~ and if necessary by force of arms. Fur
nished with such documents the Spanish and Austrian plenipo
tentiaries repaired -to the second congress of Cambiay. · It 
would be idle to continue this long and weary narrative of 
alternate menace flattery and persuasion, the incessant negoti
ations of Spain and Austria, and Gaston's unalterable firmness 
without being able to effect any decisive result. Fleury on 
the part of France and Walpole on that of Englaod advocated 
the cause of Tuscany, but both were tied by the ·treaty of 
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London, and a secret agreement signed at Madrid in 1721 
bound the former not to object to the Tuscan garrisons if com
posed of Spaniards instead of Swiss, which was confirmed by 
a second treaty including England. The congress then removed 
to Soissons where a provisional treaty of peace was signed and 
the question of Tuscany left untouched, but the Spanish 
plenipotentiary would hear of no business until satis- A.D. l?2t. 

faction should be given on this point, and he returned to 
Madrid with . the final propositions of. congress comprised in 
two articles, · by which the influence of Austria France and 
England was to be exerted for the purpose of making the Orand 
Duke accept Don Carlos without troops, and six months allowed 
for the king's decision, after which forcewas to become legitimate. 

The Queen Elizabeth Faroese governed Spain ; and her 
pertinacity coupled with the neceBBity of seeing the American 
treasure-ships safe in port caused a delay that kept ·Europe in 
suspense .: her plan was to gain both England and France and 
with them their Dutch and German allies ; this she thought 
would force Austria to admit Spanish · troops into Tusciany or 
else to declare its real sentiments on the proposed marriage of 
Don Carlos to an archducheBB. Meanwhile · an arDlament 
assembled at Cadiz, as was said to occupy the duchy of Massa 
then about to be purchased by Spain, but really to second the 
negotiations; in this she completely succeeded, both ·France 
and England consenting to aBBist her views in despite of Ana
tria. The conferences were secretly held at Seville where the 
court resided ; the eyes of Europe were D.xed on Cadiz where 
the arDlament was prepared; and Austrian troops moved rapidly 
on Tuscany : Padre Ascanio the Spanish minister at Florence 
remollBtrated against the impropriety of causing a war on so 
t.rifiillg a point as the introduction of foreign garrisons, but was 
met by an exposition of the greater impropriety of preserving 
peace by ta!Dely suffering injustice, and thus abandoning the 
common cause of nations and individuals ; for the right and 
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even duty of self-defence was common to all. The dislocation 
of Gaston's ankle by a fall occasioned another rmnonr of his 
death ; the warlike preparations continued ; the British allies 
accepted all the Spanish propositions, and at Seville on the 
sixth of November a treaty was signed by Spain France and 
England with an invitation to Holland, by which six thousand 
Spanish troops were to be immediately introduced into Tuscany 
Parma and Placentia, and every means nsed to insure them a 
friendly reception from both sovereigns. An oath of obedience 
was to be immediately made to these princes in everything not 
opposed to the succession of Don Carlos, and the troops were to 
be withdrawn when he should be in secure possession of the 
throne, which was to be defended by the allies against every 
aggression. By the secret articles a period of fonr months was 
allowed for a final arrangement with the Grand Duke of Tus
cany, and six more ere the treaty were put in execution. This 

document was presented on the sixth of January 1780 
A.D. 1730' b h F h d E lish . . F1 'th y t e rene an ng mmlSters at orence, wx 
an intimation that after accepting the two principal conditions 
John Gaston might look for every attention from the Spanish 
monarch and his confederates. Such an annunciation was 
expected, but the Grand Duke remained firm, and aware of the 
Emperor's sentiments resolved to defend himself to the last for 
the chance of a favourable change. A skilfully-managed discus
sion was accordingly continued until the movements of Austrian 
troops showed that at Vienna it was considered as a declaration 
of war ; and to mortify Philip the Grand Duke was ordered to 
receive the investiture of Siena at M;ilan, while he was en
couraged to remain firm without breaking off the conferences. 
A public declaration was simultaneonsly despatched which though 
binding him to act with Austria pledged her to nothing, and 
yet was so far satisfactory as it strengthened him against the 
allies who offered no terms but a simple acceptance or refusal 
of the two chief conditions. Austria's promptness startled the 
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negotiators and gaTe an opportunity of which Gaston dexterously 
availed himself by declaring, that as the option of treating sepa· 
rately was denied him by Austrian menaces he would be 1frong 
in exposing Tuscany to all the horrors of war; wherefore until 
the question of a breach of the treaties of London and Vienna 
were settled between Austria md the allied powers he could 
-neither continue negotiations nor consent to the admission of 
troops, but that every Mt leading to the suspension of war 
would benefit Don Carlos. This was seconded by a further 
reenforcement of the threatened garrisons besides a muster of 
Austrian troops on the Luoigiana frontier; and increased ranoour 
between the disputants with an attempt to involve the whole 
empire in the quarrel was the consequence. The order for 
investiture was repeated; fresh alarms . menaces excuses -and 
declarations followed on every side ; the allies declared obedi
ence to be hostility against themselves; Spain threatened to 
escheat the duchy ; Gaston still maintained that be was ·not 
the arbip-ator between contending powers but compelled to obey 
the stronger ; the Cadiz expedition was augmented ; the allied 
contingents were assembling ; and thirty thousand Austrians 
whitened the plains of Lombardy. Marshal Daun offered them 
to Florence ; Padre Ascanio men&lled Tuscany with desola
tion, and Spain complained of the ~ustice of refusing her 
garrisons. The nearer roll of the thunder alarmed Gaston, 
who equally fearful of war in Tuscany and too close a con
nexion with Austria. consented to an immediate successor but 
still rejected the troops ; the softened tone adopted by Spain 
to- gain further concessions failed, for be yet looked to the 
breaking of some link in the chain that bound him, or to 
better fortune in the vicissitudes of a war which appeared 
inevitable. 

But notwithstanding that pens and tongues were- in fierce 
action throughout Europe, that swords were glittering, and 
the whole empire in a ferment through the spirit of its chief; 
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that warlike preparations resounded from the Danube to the Po, 
from the Tagus to the Amo; yet all parties were secretly inclined 
to tranquillity. The Grand Duke ~e his propoeals through 
Fleury; they were answered by Spain al~st in the words of 
\b• tJeaty, with a mere promise that Tuscany should not be 
the seat of war; that Leghorn should have the Spanish com· 
merce ; that; the electress should be a member of the eabiuet 
·with the title and honours of a grand duchess ; but that the 
treaty of Seville would not be reliuquished. Gaston parried 
this blow as well as he could by again representing his power
leasness iD the talons of Austria, but still holding to his last 
declaration offered to receive Don Carlos during his own life
time with all the honours of a Tuscan prince, and bound 
himself by the most solemn acts of the Florentine state to se
cure his succession. 

After this, seeing the utter impossibility of preserving his 
independence against such a combination of force and iJVustice, 
and wearied with the struggle, Gaston at once abandoned 
public affairs and retiring into the recesses of his palace be
came invisible to all but the few ministers who enjoyed his 
confidence, the youth who assisted in driving away his melan
choly,.and his infamous favourite Giuliano Dami to whom he 
·especially and completely resigned himself. ·This man was 
the son of a labourer in the neighbourhood of Florence, after· 
wards a nightman, then a menial servant to the Marquis Fer
dinando Capponi, whence he was promoted to the royal service. 
Insinuating, handsome, and obsequious, he soon gained an in· 
fluence over Gaston and accompanying him into Bohemia was 
the origin and promoter of all that prince's debauchery, for, 
disgusted with home, he preferred the society oflow Florentine 
attendants to that of nobles who disliked him as an intruding 
foreigner. His tastes soon became entirely depraved by fie. 
quenting the lowest taverns, drinking deep, associating with 
the worthless, joining their orgies, carousals, gaming, affray. 
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and general debauchery. Excess soon led to crime ; the most 
disgusting vices were said to have been practised with Giuliano 
Dami and others; they were continued during his visit to 
Paris and clung to his skirts at Florence where finally the 
" Rwpanti " became the salaried panders and subjects of his 
concupiscence. These as it is said amounted to two hun
dred low-lived foreigners of all nations, and a hundred nativ~ 
gen.tlemen led by Dami who was made chamberlain of the 
palace and a .Florentine citizen ! He shared too in all the 
magistracies, was the great dispenser of pardons and royal 
grace, the sole head of ·domestic affairs, and the only channel 
of royal audience. With the business of government he was 
not allowed ostensibly to interfere nor to intercep~ the course 
of justice, but in every other act of Gaston his influenrie · 
was unbounded. It was believed that the Grand Duke made 
use of this base minion expressly to mortify the noble para
sites of his father's old court who preferred exclusion before 
the indignity of bending to anything short of illustrious infamy; 
The anti-court .party was consequently strong in Florence 
where open vice and harmleBB gaiety were at iBBue with occult 
wickedness and deep hypocrisy: imputations of religious in
fidelity were SC~~:ttered profusely over the courtiers, this being 
the usual weapon of theological and political malignity in every 
age and country, from Socrates downwards, against the noblest 
and most sacred leaders of reform. Friars priests and spies, 
all the satellites of Cosimo, driven as they were in ridicule from 
court, most acrimoniously attacked the altered manners of the 
day, nor did Gaston's moral conduct leave them without 
strong foundation for rebuke. The transalpine customs, which 
penetrated into every rank of society, although they pro
bably carried no additional vices to Florence, received their . 
share of censure ; international communication had become 
more frequent in consequence of political events which brought 
so many countries into closer contact either of friendship or 
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enmity; from the numerous foreign establishments at Leghom 
also ftowed a continual stream of itinerant strangers, who being 
no longer repelled by the religious frowns of Cosimo crowded to 
the gaieties of Florence, and thus by a reciprocal communication of 
new ideas habits and customs the Florentines were gradually 
assimilated to other European nations. All the devotee& 
under the electress warred against this and unsparingly taunted 
Gaston with his licentiousness, while the young gay and careless 
revelled even to excess in their recovered freedom, and many 
~t were themselves virtuous scrupled not to excuse the errors 
of a ptince who had restored them to social enjoyment. Dis
posed to anything but a return to the murky atmosphere 
whence they had just escaped and detesting the electress, they 
hailed her exclusion from power by the treaty of London as a 
blessed d.ispeDSation which promised the long continuance of 
their present liberty. This jar of opinions also pervaded the 
ministry ; but amongst the masses a successor was desired who 
would rigidly maintain Gaston's principles of government the 
benefit of which they felt, while his vices were hidden in the 
distance, or but dimly seen. Such discord inclined Spain and 
Austria, probably with good foundation, to believe in the ex· 
istence of a strong republican party quite ready to dispute the 
treaty of London, the more so as Gaston liberally tolerated 
any expreSBion of political opinions consistent with public tran· 
quillity, and feeling that national independence was no more, 
confined himself to the single object of saving his people from 
the calamities of unnecessary w&r. 

The death of Benedict XIII. gave Italy some hopes of a 
successor posseSBed of sufficient character to become an effec
tual mediator by saving Europe from convulsion, and Car-

• dinal Corsini's election under the name of Clement XI. rather 
strengthened this expectation. The crisis was however too strong, 
and parties too equally matched and excited for mere reason un
supported by physical force to inftnence; and the imperial com-
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mand for Gaston to receive the Senese investiture without 
delay was considered by the allies as an open declaration of war .. 
Padre Ascanio who spared neither protests nor menaces, was 
seconded by the French and English ministers at Florence ; 
Gaston still averred his inability to resist unless the dis· 
putants made some compromise amongst themselves, in which 
case he was ready to acquiesce. On the third of August the 
investiture took place by proxy at Milan, whereupon Leghorn 
was threatened on one side and the Baron de Molck sent by 
Marshal Daun to demand Gaston's leave for the occupation of 
that city by the Austrians on the other, but Gaston refused 
this as inexpedient. Better feelings soon influenced the allies, 
who seconded by the palpable interest of Don Carlos together 
with that of the nations established at Leghorn, supported by 
Pope Clement's mediation, made them declare Tuscany entirely 
exempt from hostilities : Gaston then offered to receive the 
Spanish prince with a native body guard provided that the 
garrisons were not mentioned ; but this was mistaken for fear 
and Spain hastened her preparations though slackly assisted 
by the alJies. Gaston was again urged and again refused to 
admit Austrian garrisons ; this encouraged the confederates to 
proclaim Tuscan neutrality on that particular condition, which 
was considered at Vienna as a mere artifice but still restored 
a handle to negotiations that had been broken off by the refusal 
of any terms not based on the introduction of Spanish troops. 
The allies still delayed; papal ministers influenced the Spanish 
queen; her fleet was dismantled ; the Austrians retired into 
Lombardy; the approach of winter suspended hostilities, gave 
time for reflection, and ultimately for fresh negotiations. This 
aelay convinced most of the allies that they were 

. playing the Spanish game without an adequate reoom- A.D. 1731' 

pense, and that a marriage between Don Carlos and an Austrian 
princeas might ultimately unite the Italian provinces under 
.one sovereign, which joined with other political and mercantile 
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objects, made each think of treating separately with 'the Em
peror, at a moment too when the Duke of Parma's death seemed 
more likely to accelerate than suspend hostilities. This prince 
expired in January leaving the duchy to an expected child; 
but general Stampa instantly marched six thonsand Austrians 
into the Parmesan, declaring that it would be restored, if 
necessary, after the result of the Duchess's confinement were 
known. Gaston felt this to be a type of his own fate, and his 
subjects as an omen of their country's destiny; but the event was 
quietly taken by both the Bourbon cabinets, and on the sixteenth 
of March Mr. Robinson signed a treaty between E1;1gland and 
Austria which led to a second with Spain and united Hollaud 
to tlte Emperor. A guarantee of the " Pragmatic Sanction," 
including the disputed article of Spanish garrisons in Tuscany 
and Parma, formed its base ; and as regarded those states 
it was a mere repetition of the treaties of Seville London 
and Vienna; the two last having been alone acknowledged by 
Austria. This proceeding convinced Gaston that he was not 
more secure in the bauds of friends than foes, seeing that a 
convention in which he was so deeply interested could be 
signed by the former without even consulting him on the 
subject. The Spanish ambassador at Vienna, now occupied 
himself in reconciling Philip and Charles, and as the Duchess 
of Parma's pregnancy proved false, he demanded that pro
vince for Don Carlos. All these vexations combined to make 
the Grand Duke relinquish every idea of national indepen
dence and by one·decided act connect himself exclusively with 
Spain rather than tamely succumb to the capriee of two in
terested monarchs : this was hastened by the demand of Padre 
Ascanio for an avowal of his intentions, and Princess Vio
lante's death so augmented his sorrows that ab&ndooing tbe 
affair entirely to ministers he again shrunk into obscurity. 
Violante was a serious loss to all Tuscany; her virtues were 
appreciated, her talents admired, her bene6cenc:e felt ; she 
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was lamented by the learned, the friadless and the gay : the 
arts acknowledged her protecting hand, aod the modesty of 
genius had no need to shrink from wealthy insolence in her 
halls or presence : cheerfulness followed her steps, and even 
the gloomy Cosimo was influenced by her virtues : her heart 
had been her husband's, but respect and attention was all he 
gave her in return. She never complained. She received the 
golden rose from Pope Benedict as a tribute to her numerous 
virtues; the tears of a nation traced her epitaph; her monu· 
ment was in their hearts ! Between Spain and Austria it 
was difficult for Tuscany to negotiate, even though willing to 
s~nder its liberty : the displeasure of either might in a 
moment have filled all the land with war, and a new conven· 
tion signed by England at Seville confirming the former treaty, 
showed the. inutility of expecting any postponement of its 
exooution ! The Grand Duke took a more dignified course by 
treating directly and independently with Spain wherefore a 
treaty was signed on the twenty-fifth of July in which neither 
imperial snpremaey nor foreign garrisons were openly men
tioned, the latter bebig deprecated in e, .secret article with a 
conditional promise of letting them march through Tuscany to 
Papna. About the same time, in consequence of Louis the 
Fifteenth's denial of the Pragmatic Sanction, Charles VI. 
endeavoured to deprive France of her allies, and a convention 
was signed by the Duke of Leria to secure Don Carlos's suc
ceBBion in conformity with all preceding treaties, leaving Gaston 
the option of aooepting it within two months or of snbmitting 
to force. Great was the surprise of Austria when she became 
acquainted with the convention of Florence and it was promptly 
oppoeed for not containing a formal acknowledgment of impe
rial supremacy, for not expressly stipu]ating the admieainn:of 
foreign troops, 'and for ganting to the Electress Palatine tne 
title . of Grand Duchess of Tusoany : it was also repudiated . 
as iDfringi:Dg on the imperial pmogative ~d being at variance 
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with all former treaties ; but the other powers although coincicl· 
ing in this opinion applauded Gaston's conduct. This con
vention was but partially and provisionally ratified e..-en by 
.Spain, the rest insisting on its nullity unless sanctioned by 
them after the treaty of Vienna should be refused by Tuscany. 
At length the Grand Duke convinced that the struggle was 
useless; seeing the act regarded as a mere private agreement; 
linding that he was opposed by all, threatened by all, sam
freed by all ; finally determined to acquiesce in the treaty of 
Vienna; but he simultaneously deposited a secret protest in the 
Archbishop of Pisa's hands declaring that violence alone eon
strained him to sign that treaty and therefore hia people 1f8l'8 
left, and he meant them to be left, free and independent as when 
they first fell under the Medician government. This truly 1188 

not saying much, but the proeeedinga of the allied powers, 
with a shade of difference for Holland, was marked: from fuat 
to last by a ahameless contempt of justice, unnecessary iJ:umlt 
to a helpless nation, a heartless and indefensible trampling on 
the last remnant of an ancient and illustrious house ; for with 
all their faults they were illustrious ; and by a selfish insatiable 
ambition which, too ravenous to await the COTl!86 of nature, 
vulture-like devoured the helpless victim while yet alive 1p1d 
in its agony ! England, to her shame be it spoken, was one 
of the principal actors in this disgraceful transaction, an act of 
political atrocity unequalled except by the subsequent spol» 
tions of Silesia and monster-crime against unhappy Poland. 
" The English" says a modem anthor, "with a doubtlulliberty 
at home are tyrants everywhere else." And there is unhappily 
too much truth in the remark. 

In the middle of October certain Spanish commissioners, the 
forerunners of Don Carlos de Bourbon and his troops, arrived 
at Leghorn, and so vivid was the recollection of A~ 
oppressions, so pleased were the people at escaping from that 
hateful rule that they even welcomed the Spaniards aa deli-
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verers. Five-and-twenty Spanish pendants and seven galleys 
commanded by the Marquis Mari and Don Miguel Reggio, with 
six British men-of-war under Admiral Wager, soon anchored off 
that port and landed the troops under Count de Chamay, who 
after taking the Tuscan oath of allegiance remained in supreme 
military command without touching the civil government, the 
troops being distributed through Leghorn in the proportion of 
two Spaniards to one Italian soldier. Chamay swore allegiance 
on the first of November and multitudes of native and foreign 
inhabitants welcomed the Spaniards with universal shouts of 
applause ; so blinding is the escape from one danger before 
another has had time to restore the senses I This force was 
beyond the specified number, but all in excellent discipline, 
well-equipped, and paid in advance, with strict commands to 
conciliate the people: Austria denied the necessity of having 
any soldiers in Parma, complained of Spain's keeping the 
whole body in Tuscany as an injustice to Gaston, and assured 
him, if it were his wish to get rid of them or even of Don 
Carlos himself, an appeal to the emperor would aocomplish 
it. This was mockery, and John Gaston replied with a natural 
bitterneBB of feeling, that after twelve years' resistance, after 
having been abandoned by all his so-called friends, and espeo 
cially manacled by Charles himself, such an offer was worse than 
useleBB, particul&rly when he was already reduced by them to the 
humiliating condition of not daring to offend the sovereigns who 
oppreSBed him. But notwithstanding these troops the Austrians 
still persisted in occupying Parma under a variety of those plaus
ible excuses which sprout so luxuriantly in the minds of states
men and diplomatists when about to commit a flagrant injustice. 

Don Carlos arrived at Leghorn on the twenty-seventh of 
December, being then about sixteen years of age, and received 
every mark o~ honour from the court of Florence: A.D. 1732• 

attended by his governor the Count of Ban Stefano 
and a brilliant train of SpaniSh gentlemen he was nevertheleBB 
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enjoined to adopt the Italian customs and conciliate everybody; 
wherelore after a time his household was reduced to an equal 
proportion of Spaniards Tuscans and natives of Parma. The 
small-pox kept him at Leghom until February 1782 when 
Gaston who was often compelled to keep hie bed, received him 
at Florence in that situation to avoid useless ceremony. The 
satisfaction with which Don Carloe was everywhere welcomed 
by the Tnecans ioflamed Austrian jealousy, nor was it allayed 
on that prince's arrival at Parma where a medal appeared with 
the image of a woman holding a lily, and the motto "Spe~ 
Publica " 88 though every Italian's hope was concentrated in 
the house of Bourbon. A succession of t.rifling circumstances 
kept this feeling alive, and a Spanish armament eqnipped for 
some secret object, aJarmed the emperor : Charles, even while 
in continuaJ fear about the Pragmatic Sanction. had no scruple 
whatever in violating John Gaston's right of appointing a 
suooeeeor to Tueca.ny, although with the prospect of his daughter 
Maria Theresa, being scarcely able to sustain the unjustifiable 
aggressions of kingly ambition I But on this act being guaran
teed by the German Diet Charles became more bold in his 
enmity to Don Carloe ; a feeling which Gaston strove UllSUCCes8-

fully to repress by proposing a marriage with the second Areh
duchess of Austria ; and to give that court 88 little offence as 
possible he resolved at the national festival of Saint John the 
Baptist to acknowledge Don Carlos 88 Grand Prince and heir 
of Tueca.ny; because it was then customary to present oft'eriJaes 
and render tribute to the sovereign, or if he were absent, to 
his acknowledged suooeeeor. This howeTer gave high offenc:e; 
it was denounced as a breach of all conventions ; an open 
attlck on imperial supremacy and a public denial of all feudal 
allegiance ; an edict was immediately issued to annul the wbole 
proceeding, declare the title of " Grand Prince " i1J~jtjmw, 
and admoniab Gaston not to violate any previoua treaty orcoa. 
vention. Another imperial decree was aimoltenf!QU8q...t.1gp d 
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to the Senate with a prohibition on pain of the emperor's dis· 
pleasure and the penalty of 100 golden marks to acknowledge 
Don Carlos, even as successor, before Gaston died. Not satisfied 
with these insolent acts, . another decree recapitulating their 
contents was addressed to the Tuscan and all other subjects 
generally ; forbidding them to render any homage to Don Carlos 
while the Grand Duke lived ; and even then, if he were still a 
minor, the Duchess Dorothea as tutress of Parma was to receive 
it from that people. Gaston declared that the first decree 

.required consideration; the Senate boldly rejected the second, 
averring that they acknowledged no sovereign but the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany; and Count Caimo imperial minister at Flo· 
renee was advised not to publish the prohibition, as his safety 
might be risked between Spanish bayonets and public indigna
tion. But in order to smuggle this decree into the Senate Caimo 
disguised one of his attendants as a pilgrim who on pretence of 
presenting a petition delivered it to the grand chancellor and 
immediately absconded: the paper was instantly carried unopened 
to the sovereign while the Senate formally declared that they 
did not receive it. 

Spain's intention had been to accept the mediation ofEngland, 
but these events proved the insecurity of Carlos and the likeli· 
.hood of war; whereupon she began to draw closer towards 
France whose final object was a partition of the Austrian domi
nions, while that of Charles VI. was their future integrity 
under the Pragmatic Sanction. He· had already detsrmined 
.to marry Maria Theresa to Francis Stephen Duke of Lor
·Jiioe a connection of the Hapehurg race. and one who detested 
Fra.uce for her conduct towards his country; but the con
templation of a prince on the imperial throne whose domi
nions were so convement for molesting France overcame 
Fleury's pacific character and made him use the most strenu
oUs efforts to weaken Austria : in this, Spain joined heart and 
hand &om her . desire to secure Don Carlos, and if possible 

-
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increase hie dominioDS by a French marriage and union of all 
the Italian provinces into a single state. A sharp recriminatory 

negotiation followed betwixt Spain anli Austria about 
A.D. 1733' the Florentine transactions : the former insisted on a 
formal revocation of these obnoxious acts, which Charles u 
plumply refused ; England tried in vain to restore tranquillity, 
but Gaston remained a passive spectator of the combat. As 
France showed no signs of life, Charles VI. became persuaded 
that Philip would not withstand him alone and made no 
preparation for immediate hostilities ; but the sudden death 
of Frederick Angustus II. King of Poland threw all Europe 
into confusion. That nation immediately divided ; one party 
supported Stanislaus Leszinski who bad previously been 
driven from the throne by the victor of Pultava ; the other 
declared for Angustus Elector of Saxony son of the deceased 
monarch. StanislMS was brother to the Queen of France and 
strongly supported by Louis XV. but bated by Russia from 
ancient rivalry, and by Austria. because be was the friend and 
correspondent of Ragotzki leader of the Hungarian rebels. 
Augustus as a goarantoe of the Pragmatic Sanction had the 
imperial countenance ; and 88 the son of an old adherent and 
rival of Stanislans, also that of Anne Empress of Russia : the 
invasion of Poland by Anne and the election of Augustus by, 
the Lithuanians and their party, began a northem war; the 
French oocupied Lorraine, crossed the Rhine, entered Pied
mont under Villars, and joined the Sardinian army, which led 
by the king in person ravaged the Milanese and terrified 
Austria, the more so 88 Spain, where ntreme activity had suc
ceeded to perfect repose, was expected immediately to join 
them. Charles VI. not thinking it for Don Carlos's interest 
that a partition of the Italian states, as supposed to be settled 
between France and Savoy, should take place, counted on tbe 
Queen of Spain's keeping aloof from any arrangement that did 
not aggrandize her son and therefore was about enticing her fiom 
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the French alliance, when he suddenly heard of her declaring 
Spain loosed from every obligation to Austria and the equip. 
ment of an armament for Leghorn. This alarmed Gaston, 
but he was assured by the three courts that his dominions 
should not only be respected but defended if necessary against 
Austrian aggressions. Thirty thousand Spaniards soon dis
embarked at Leghorn under the Conde de Montemar who 
astounded Gaston by demanding permanent quarters instead 
of a simple passage through Tuscany : provisions were already 
scarce, and the idea of supporting such an army overwhelmed 
both the sovereign and his subjects. Remonstrance was now 
useless ; the sovereign of Tuscany was a mere captive in .his 
palace and he could only oppose resignation to violence, so with 
the exception of a small detachment at Massa di Carrara and 
Lavenza, this large army was quartered on Florentine Tuscany 
in addition to the permanent garr\sons. Such was the first act 
of Spanish friendship ; the future was yet in clouds ! Count 
San Stefano and Montemar were at variance ; Elizabeth Queen 
of Spain hated Savoy and differed with Philip about her son's 
proceedings in Italy: the Tuscans alarmed at the uncertainty 
of their fate, burdened with a foreign army, scared by the 
prospect of war, by their sovereign's invisibility, his vile sub. 
jection to minions within, and strangers without the palace ; 
the increasing price of food and every other necessary, began 
as usual to break into parties which agitated the capital. Ani· 
mosities arose, spirits were excited, and the want of perfect 
discipline in the army completed general discontent. The Padre 
Ascanio took this occasion to publish an insolent manifesto, 
which threatened the anti-Spanish party, while it assured the 

. people at large of their safety from foreign aggression ; this 
he hinted might not be the good fortime of any other Italian 
state, as thirty thousand men were not assembled to play ; 
but that effective steps would be taken if necessary to enforce 
universal obedience and secure the sovereign's tranquillity: 
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neither was Gaston to be any more abused by whispers 
agaiDst the occupation of Tuscany by Spaniards nor filled 
with alarms about the exhausting of hla treasury for their 
10btriatenee. 

This was rather the laoguage of insurrection than friendly 
diplomacy, but thirty thousand 'soldiers emboldened the priest 
and depressed the monarch I So Gaston was silent. 

Except Great Britain and Holland almost all Europe rang 
with arms: Augustus and the Russians had advanced 

A.D. 1786. w s . '-··- sh . D . tb on anaw: tanlB.uwa was ut up m antzic : e 
French had taken Kell and spread themselves in Germany ; 
the Castle of Milan had surrendered, and Mantua was belea
guered by the combined armies : a body of Spaniards had 
joined them to protect Pa.n:na, and the remainder under Don 
Carlos in person were preparing for the conquest of Naples. 
At Vienna everything was in. confusion, succours from England 
and Holland were vainly implored ; the King of Sardinia and 
Don Carlos were to be puL to the ban of the empire, and the 
Diet of Ra.tisbon, notwithstanding the opposition of three elec
tors, had made this a war of the whole Germanic body. An 
army of fifty thousand men poured down from the Tyrol 
with a view of entering Tuscany by Pontremoli or the Mode
nese, then to beat the Spaniards and ba.ftle their design on 
Naples while the capture of Leghorn was to ensure supplies. 
Marshal Villars had orders txl prevent this ; Montemar occupied 
the Parmesan frontier whence Don Carlos was recalled, and 
towards the end of February he marched to the conquest of 
Naples a state which he was afterwards destined to rule with 
some reputation as a sovereign. This army's removal en
couraged the Florentine imperialists, and the tranquillity which 
bad been maintained by Ascanio's manifesto, was again dis
turbed under secret encouragement from Count Caimo : open 
quarrels soon arose in the streets, with lOBS of life and disorders 
so serious that Gaston was obliged to reenforce his palace 
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guard, and from fear of imperial anger, hostile armies, personal 
indignity, and conscious helplessness, suffered continual anguish. 
As Don Carlos before the middle of May had without opposi
tion reduced Naples, Tuscany saw itself destined to become 
either a mere province or once more a bone of contention for 
the voracity of more powerful natious. In these circumstances 
the Grand Duke deeming an indifferent sovereign on the spot 
better than a good one far away, asked for the Infante Don 
Philip as a substitute for Carlos ; but France had other views, 
and the passage of the Po by the Austrians was beginning to 
t.er:rlfy Florence when intelligence of their being defeated at 
the battle of Parma relieved the general anxiety. Carlos had 
nearly finished the reduction of both Sicilies, the citadel of 
Messina alone holding out, and was proclaimed king with all 
the Spanish rights of monarchy in Naples. By this the 
Pruidj were deprived of their regular Neapolitan supplies, 
and therefore ravaged Tuscany: Gaston's complaints stood 
unheeded and he called the militia out until fresh troops arrived 
from Spain to oppose them ; such was his weakness I 

Meanwhile Charles VI. proved unfortunate everywhere but 
in Poland ; he blamed his ministers, but refused all friendly 
mediation on the plea that the allied forces, not their counsels, 
were due by treaty: Fleury was peaceably·disposed, but Spain . 
would listen to no terms unless based on the abdication of 
Italy by Austria : Savoy wanted Milan, which Louis refused 
to give her ; this however did not suit either Holland or Eng
land, and Fleury had also his own views for France : the two 
former states suggested a plan of general pacification 
with the equipment of a British fleet, but Charles VI. A.D. 1736' 

was irresolute ; other obstacles intervened ; Spain marched 
eighteen thousand men from Naples to Tuscany on their route 
to Mantua which they were about to besiege, and the abilities 
of Patino the Spanish minister furnished ample resources for 
wat. Dissensions broke out before Mantua between Montemar -
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and the allies; the siege did not prosper, and peace was ulti
mately hoped for : Charles who anxiously wished for it had 
secret offers from Fleury; the maritime powers were discussing 
the necessity of an armistice and a new congress, and almost 
every other cabinet eagerly circulated its own especial plan. 

The general result was.an agreement to certain prelimiDaries 
signed on the third of October which declared that Francis III. 
of Lorraine should exchange his duchy for the eventual posses
sion of Tuscany, and Stanislaus become Duke of Lorraine with 
immediate possession of Bar : that Augustus was to keep 
Poland ; that six thousand Germans were to relieve the Spa
niards in Tuscany; Leghom to remain free ; Don Carlos to be 
king of both Sicilies with the Pr611idj and Porto Lungone, and 
Austria to retain all other conquests. including Parma, but 
under an obligation never to demand the disincamemtion of 
Castro. To Sardinia was awarded the choice of two Milanese 
districts on the far side of the Tesino besides some smaller 
feudal possessions : the Pragmatic Sanction was to be secured, 
an immediate armistice proclaimed, and a general congress 
appointed to settle the definitive treaty.. Hostilities were 
tacitly suspended between France and Austria but the prelimina
ries as yet kept secret, while thirty thousand Austrians suddenly 
descended from the Tyrol, raised the siege of Mantua, and 
harassed the retreat of Montemar as far as Bologna. The Lom
bard armistice was published in November, and Tuscany again 
shuddered at the thoughts of her new destination : the very 
idea of an Austrian prince was hateful in itself, and the contri
butions were far too vividly recollected not to make her dread 
and abominate the presence of German garrisons. John Gaswn 
filled Paris and Vienna with lamentations, but after having been 
first outraged and degraded he was now considered as a mere 
object of sale for the use of his oppressors ! The Spanish army 
thus driven from Lombardy retired into Tuscany while the 
Austrians pressed upon the frontier, but without any breach 

o;g''"ed by Coogle 
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of neutrality. Montemar encamped on the plain of Ripoli two 
miles from Floren.-..e whence the Imperialists tried to dislodge 
him by threatening Naples; but reenforcements arriving at Leg
hom a sufficient system of defence was established. Gaston on 
seeing all previous arrangements fail, endeavoured to strike one 
more blow for Tuscan liberty and his sister's succession, but. 
the die was cast and prayers and remonstrances were unavailing. 
An armistice then took place between the Spanish and Austrian 
armies, but Montemar refusing to evacuate Tuscany without 
orders from his court the people were still compelled to support 
his numerous legions. Spain was still obstinate, yet seeing 
Naples threatened, France withdrawn, and the preli- • 

. . ted b G B . . d H lland h A.D. 1736• • mmanes accep y reat ntain an o , s e 
finally gave in, and on the thirtieth of January 1736 signified her 
intention to fulfil those conditions which affected her. Many 
difficulties still remained, principally arising from the Duke of 
Lorraine's reluctance to quit his native country and family 
dominions ; but his marriage with Maria Theresa on the twelfth 
of February 1736 cleared away every obstacle to the conclusion 
of peace, and after a formal renunciation of that duchy the 
allodial possessions were exchanged for those of the Medici, 
guaranteed by France and Austria. Thus was be also sacri
ficed to a reckless self-interested policy ; compelled to abandon 
an independent jurisdiction which his family had enjoyed for 
six hundred years, and retire into private life merely to suit the 
convenience of two conflicting powers i For this he had only the • 
expectation of an equivalent which any slight change in Euro-
pean politics might at a moment destroy, or the prolonged 
existence of Gaston indefinitely postpone. Florence meanwhile 
bemoaned the fate of prince and people and burned with indig-
nation at the villany of its authors. John Gt1Bton had injured 
nobody; he was fast sinking under accumulated woe and the 
harpy-screams that encompassed him : weakened in mind 
and body and plunged in the deepest melancholy, he allowed 
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his ministers to regulate the government at their will. Already 
had he resigned the distribution of places and pardons to their 
rare, and corruption knew no bounds; everything became veual; 
the court, the tribunals, the public offices ; all the state de
partments were filled with those who having purchased their 
situations determined to reimburse themselves a hundred-fold : 
incipient abnses became customs, old evils more inveterate, 
and men's minds, already habituated to the perversion of w.bal 
was meant for public good to selfish and private interests, 
gradually moulded their morality to the pressure of the time, 
and its standard was universally lowered. Partiality usurped 
the seat of justice, the social ties were everywhere loosened, 
and the reign of anarchy seemed almost upon the point of 
being acknowledged throughout the land I The few wflo 
attempted to stem this torrent were accused of disloyalty by 
the cunning of parasites, acting on royal wea.kness ; they were 
artfully identified with the Electress Palatine, whom Gaston 
still hated though he advocated her cause ; their efforts were 
vain, their patience gone, and they finally resigned themselves 
to the fate of Tuscany under a few courtly minions and the 

talons of foreign injustice. After many difficulties 
A.D. 1737• • tl d tha 8 . '--- h ld ~-'- . It was set e t tanismws s ou tw~..e pos86881on 
of the Duchy of Lorraine the moment Tuscany was oceupied by 
Austrian sol<Uers, which occurred in the commencement of 
1737 when Count Kevenuller sent General Brs.itwitz to inform 

• Gaston of their arrival and General W achtendonk took the oath 
of allegiance before Marquis Giuliano Oapponi governor of Leg
hom. Thns did the long-disputed independence of Tuscany 
receive its final blow : the act of investiture was signed on the 
twenty-seventh of January 1787 by which that province was 
given to Charles Duke of Lorraine and his male heirs, aftsr 
which to Charles Prince of Lorraine and his descendants ofboth 
sexes: all tlle Medician property and dominions were to pass into 
the new dynasty under a single title, so as to reduce the various 
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ties of Siena and other fiefs inw one homogeneous state. Only 
the family convention now remained w be settled between the 
houses of Lorraine and Medici ; but from the Spanish preten· 
sions w the allodial possessions and other causes, the nego
tiations Bagged, so that Prince de Craon was despatched from 
Vienna to Florence for their final arrangement. His labour 
was spared, for Ga&Wn after hearing his arguments felt too 
much afraid of Spain, and altogether too ill to come to any 
decision, or even attend to public business : both gout and 
stone were unusually busy with his frame after the commence
ment of winter; his stomach too began to give way, and at the 
entrance of summer a fever with tumefaction of the whole frame 
supervened, of which be expired on the ninth of July 1737 in 
the sixty-sixth year of his age and the fourteenth of his reign. 
The Prince of Craon at once seized the government in the 
name of Duke Francis of Lorraine, now Grand Duke of Tus
cany, and received the homage of all orders of the state : the 
deceased sovereign was interred with the accll$tomed ceremonies 
and the Electress treated with that respect due to her high 
rank and misfortunes. No act of authority was yet exercised 
over the hereditary estates or personal effects of the Medici ; 
but negotiations about the former were renewed with that 
princess who appointed a minister to arrange the business at 
Vienna, Padre Ascanio at the same time declaring on the part 
of Spain that such convention would be deemed an act of hosti
lity, while France, with outward indifference, secretly assured 
the Electress that she would be supported in any act of oppo
sition to the new sovereign. Notwithstanding this, an agreement 
was signed on the thirty-first of October at Vienna by which all 
the moveable property such as statues, pictures, jewels, books, 
aad other precious articles were made over to Francia II. and 
his successors as state property for public benefit and the 
attraction of foreign visitors : none could be removed from 
the Grand Duchy, and all the allodial estates were, at her -
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death, to become the new sovereign's property as compensation 
. for what he bad resigned in Lorraine. The debts of the late 

dynasty devolved on Francis along with ita property ; public 
credit was to be maintained, and an annuity of 40,000 crowns 
settled on the Electress: in the sovereign's absence she was to 
be &gentess, and even if he were present every attention 
was to be paid to her opinions and recommendations in state 
affairs. Mter this final and merely nominal ad of the last 
Medici, the Electress Anne lived for six years in nearly abso
lute retirement, and then died of a dropsy on the eighteenth 
of February 17 48 in the seventy-sixth year of her age. bnt 
without causing any regret beyond what may be supposed to 
have been felt in such a moment at the extinction of Ul ancient 
and long celebrated race. 

Thus ended the Medician dynasty which either as citizen 
or SQvereign had ruled the Florentines for more than thlee 
hundred years : its power, founded on the wealth prudence 
and sagacity of Giovanni di Bicci, was consolidated by his 
more able and ambitious son, and extended at home and abroad 
by the brilliant talents of Lorenzo. The exaltation of Leo and 
Clement to pontifical authority strengthened their hold on F» 
renee and Liberty withered in their grasp. Charles V. for his 
own ends used the worst enemies of freedom to crush the sinking 
commonwealth, and exalted a tyrant who would have disgraced 
the deadliest epochs of Roman villany. His fall was just. bnt 
the assassin, while striking in the nam~ of liberty, betrayed tbe 
man that trusted him: conscious of demerit he dared not to ro1111e 
the people by a name so sacred, which be bad neither the dig
nity nor the virtue to support; for Lorenzino also was a Medici I 
The bold and bloody but sagacious Cosimo next trampled on 
Florentine liberty and amidst universal execration maintained 
a tyrant-throne. No time, distance, or country"'seeured his 
victims from the silent vengeance of Francis, and his court wu 
the den of murder licentiousness and crime. Ferdinand ruled 
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dexterously, if not ably, and improved the nation, but allowed 
early ecclesiastical habits to dim his judgment and lower the 
sovereign dignity, wherefore priestly cunning tainted civil juris· 
diction and bred confusion in Tuscany. Cosimo II. ruled well 
and evenly· for a Medici but without his father's ability, and 

. the second · Ferdinand beginning in troubles and ferocity, 
finished in peace and moderation, amidst science learning and 
philosophy. On his memory the persecution of Galileo will 
ever be a stain, but sCarcely perceptible in the leopard character 
of a Medici. Pride vanity cruelty weakness and bigotry filled 
the mind of his gloomy successor and all Tuscany was blighted: 
Gaston, the child of science and literature, the pupil of Noris, 
Redi, and other superior minds, was driven to misfortune by 
paternal oppression and to vice by domestic misery : with a 
head and heart to govern he smothered reason in debauchery, 
plunged deep into those swamps of sensuality from which even 
the brute creation instinctively revolts, and thus destroyed , 
a character that might have preserved his country. Old and 
tormented, Giovan-Gastone ceased to be the generous protec· 
tor of all that is beautiful in genius, in art, in science and in 
literature ; he shrunk timid and disgusted, from the world, his 
people, and himself; buried in the depths of his palace he was 
only known to exist through the insolent wickedness of his 
satellites, and died, perhaps regretted, certainly pitied, but st.ill 
unhonoured. 

Like Augustus the Medici gave their name to the Florentine 
age of art, literature, and science; an inherent taste and princely 
munificence in promoting these, cast a glory over the race 
which dazzles, and hides their vices from the world. There 
are perhaps few historical examples of a single family pro· 
ducing such a succession of crime and talent, unredeemed by 
any solid virtue : rich, splendid, and imposing, they caught the 
applause of Europe by exalting themselves on the personal 
interests of their own countrymen : each individual while l'e-
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ceiving their bounty shared their JD88Difioence and identified 
himself with their fame, bu~ in ao doing found himself entan
gled in a silken web of obligation that he had neither the 
power nor inclination to destroy. Immense riches, expended 
with a long-sighted eagacity and the moet artful prudence, 
corrupted the citizena and endeared the corrupters, while the 
convenience of their protection undermined liberty, which Flo
rence was generally spared the trouble of exercising, except at 
the nod of her patrone. · 

The Augustine age of Florentioe genius waa not produced 
by the Medici, though promoted and encouraged by them all ; 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo Buonarooti, Massaceio, Cellini, 
Andrea del Sarto and many others were free citizens ; and even 
Coeimo, Piero, Lorenzo, Leo X., and Pope Clement VII. were 
the oftSpring of republican Florence. Dante the glory of his 
age and colllltry, or rather of modem times, for great men 
belong to all mankind, and the witty and elegant Boocaocio 
sprang from a free community; even the melody of Petrarca 
came sweeping through the solitudes of V aucluee in echoes 
from republican Amo, and the 6re of his more angry Muse 
bums with the untamed spirit of her origin. Poliziano, and 
the great Lorenzo himself, at once the patron and pupil of 
literature, were the children of republican liberty: the Ghiberti, 
the Brunellesehi, the Giotti, Donatelli and Michellozzi were · 
all buoyant with republican energy long before Florence 
dreamed of such a misfortune as monarchy. The Medici on 
their exaltation had the merit of never checking these fruits 
of more liberal institutions : all political freedom that could be 
safely put down was crushed without scruple, but a free spirit 
was still allowed to animate science art and literature : it was 
even encouraged ; for besides their strong natural taste for all 
those arts that are supposed to improve man, they knew it 
would throw a splendour over the name sufficient to hide much 
crime from the superficial view of posterity without endanger-
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ing their existing power. Still under the first Cosimo and his 
son almost every able or celebrated Florentine was of repub
lican habits and origin, even Guiooiardini himself, one of the 
basest betrayers of his country's freedom, sprang from the 
mother whom be sacrificed, and Maocbiavelli after suffering 
for her sake was spared the melancholy sight of her total 
destruction. 

The Augustine age of Italy was also tbat of exceBBive vice, of 
cruelty, of oppreBBion treachery and assassination, and the Me
dici were conspicuous in all It is averred that literature and 
the arts civilize and soften human nature, and they may do so by 
reaction; but they are the effect, not the cause, of civilization
the offspring of a few bright spirits that outstrip the general move
ment and strike back their influence-upon it. In Florence the 
impetus was given ere republican virtue became entirely spent 
and when civilization was fast increasing ; but the source of 
this last should rather be sought in the reaction of national 
freedom through a sagacious, and for tlte times, a well-admi
nistered government. There is also a higher power than these 
that regenerates man, a power too obvious to every well-consti
tuted mind for consideration here but to which for eighteen 
hundred years the world has been main1y indebted for its pre
sent state of mildness and moral refinement; a power too 
whose influence is felt, though its source may be too often lost 
sight of and philosophy invested with its spoils. 

We must not however regard the vices of those times through 
the more chastened medium of the present: morality was then 
theoretically known, applauded if not admired, and frequeQt1y 
practised*; but crime was real, actiye, and habitual ; not from 
wantonness, but to second ambition and individual interests. 
Success always justified the means, and what would now be con
templated with horror was then beheld unmoved : everything 

• Vide Agnolo Pandolfini. "Del GtYiemo cleUG Fv.mitjlia," paaaim. 
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both public and private was a conflict of wits, in which honour 
and honesty had but little part ; cunning and deceit much : he 
that struck hardest and parried quickest was applauded most 
and never lacked seconders. It was a low seale of morality ; 
but it belonged to the age and should therefore be handled less 
roughly in our estimate of character. Things, now most pro
perly condemned were then matters of course ; wherefore to be 
jnst we mnst translate ourselves into the turbulence of those 
times, identify ourselves in some manner with the prevailing 
opinions, and give judgment aooordingly. 

We now have done with the Medici ; a new dynasty. a new 
and a better era breaks on Tnseany ; and though liberty still 
remains dormant, a milder form of absolute government has at 
least contributed to make the great mass of the people com· 
fortable, perhaps positively happy, as far as such a state is 
compatible with sublunary existence and the inherent nature of 
mankind. 

COTBKPOa.&RY MoN.uu:aL-England : George I. until 1727 ; George IL
France: Louie XV.-Spain: Philip V., abdicatea in 1724 in favour of hilaon 
Don Louie, after whoee death he resumed the goverument.-Portugal : John V. 
until 1750.-Naplea and Sicily: Aultrie until 1734 ; then Don Carloe of 
Spain aa CharleL--Sardinia : Victor Amadeua until 1730, abdicated ; Chide. 
Emanuel.-Popea : Clement XI. until 1721 ; Innocent XIII. until 1724 ; 
Benedict XIII. until 1730; Clement XII. (Conini of Florence).-Charle. 
VI. Emperor.-Ruaaia: Peter the Great (Ale:z:ievitach) until 1725; Celhe
rine I. until 1727; Peter II. until 1730; Anne I. until 17 40; then lnD III. 
and Elizabeth I.-Poland : Auguatua II. until 1733; then Auguatua IIL
Pruaeia: Frederic-William 1.-Sweden: Ulrica Eleonora (wife of Frederic 
of H- Caasel); Prince Eugene of Savoy, died in 1736. 
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