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T EGNER. whom a Swedish Author has magnificently 
denominated "that Mighty Genie who organizes even disor
der,"'" has in no production more distinguished himself 
than in the work of which the following pages are a 
Translation. If his fame is to be measured by the rule 
of Madame de Stael - "translations are a present im
mortality" - then it will not soon perish .from the re
cords of - the Grt·at. 

Fully aware of the horror every distinguished Poet 
mnst feel, at having mangled versions of his finest lays 
sent out from distant lands. - the Translator early re
solved not to publish this Work, unless it met with the 
approbation of the Author himself. This he has been 
fortunate enough to obtain. accompanied by corrections 
and communications of the highest value. To the 'Intro
ductory Letter,''''''' in particular, we would refer. as con
taining explanations indispensable for understanding the 
Original Design of the Poem. It wonld be superfluous to 
add, that we explOc'SS our deepest gratitude for both the 
kiudness itself which the Bishop has hereby showed us, 
and for the manner in which it was done, - to an un
known and undistinguished Student. 

Our thanks aloe also especially due to die individuals 
who hne variously contributed to the elucidation and 
adornment of ouI' pages. The "Life" by the distinguished 
Poet and Patriarchal Christian FRANzEN."'''' - the "De
scription of Ingehorg's Arm-Ring""'''' by the profound 

• It ia eliSionlt to gin at once both the alliteration and the terseness of 

the original: - den "starke anden som ordnar Ijelfn oordningeno" 

en..-".. .... Skildringar." - De nilrvarande. p. '96 • 
•• In order that theee new Rnd nl1lllble Documents may not h.lolt to Ih, 
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AntiqlHll'iau and gentlemanly Scholar HILDEBRAND - for, 
thank Goel, pedantry is fasi ceasing to be the mark of 
erudition, - and the Musical accompaniments by the late 
distinguished composer CRUSELL *, and by the Countess 
MONTGOMERY, now GYLLENHAAL, - are all precious ad
den<la to the work itself an<l deserve, as they will receive, 
the thanks of the European Public. • 

Conceiving it necessary to a proper appreciation of 
the Poetic Legen<l. we have appended a Translation of 
the Prose Icelandic Saga, in itself one of the most beauti
ful in the ,,,,hole Cycle of Icelandic Literature. The in
cidents relating to the Hero, Fritllioj' tlte DauntleBB, oc
cUlTed previously to the close of the VIIIth . Century of 
our Era, though they were probably not transferred from 
the oral to the written circle of tradition till 3 or " cen
turies later. 

As to the 'Fritlliof' of Bishop TEGNER we cannot do 
better dIan quote from a beautiful Notice of the Bishop's 
Poem insertetl in the "North American Review" No. XCVI; 
the Author is. we believe, the learne<l and talented Pro
fessor Longfcl1olV. * * whom we re~ember having seen 
in this Capital during his Nordlern Tour: -"We consider 

Northern PilbIic we have, with tIle permiaaion of tJl!! Aotbors t pob
lished the Swedish OriglnRla as an .. Appendix 10 Frithiors Saga ... 

One great favoor !In.l Rdnnlage we han enjoyed - the TraDalationa 

of tbese tluee commonications han ell been read and approved by the 
gentlemen to wllOm we owe them. 

• It is lIis aorvivillg Family wbo haTe graDted us permission to re.print 
lome of the very popular airl which he wrote t aDd wllich are long 
in ScaDdinaTia in enry dwelling, from Ibe I,alace to tbe COllage. 

•• Our qDolation beginl at p. 151. The .. Review" in question reached 

111 wllile thh Translalion wal going Ihrouglt Ibe preas. The fragmen" 

tranolaled by Ihe Professor surpass allY we baTe hilll8rlO sun in 

Engli.h. 
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the "Legend of Frithiof" as one of the most remarkable 
productions of the age. It is an Epic Poem, composed 
of a series of Ballads • .. It seems to us a very laudable 
innovation, thus to describe various scenes in various 
metre, and not employ the same for a game of chess and 
a storm at sea. •• The reader must bear in mind, that 
the work before him is written in the spirit of the past; 
in the spirit of that old poetry of the North, in which 
the same images and expressions are oft repeated, and 
the sword is called the Lightning's Brother, - a Banner. 
the Hider of Heaven; gold, the Day-light of Dwarfs, and 
the grave, the green gate of Paradise. The old Scald 
smote the strings of his harp, with as bold a hand, as 
the Berserk smote his foe... He lived in a credulous 
age; in the dim twilight of the past. He was 

"~he sky-lark in the dawn of years, 
The poet of the morn." 

" •••.• We must visit, in imagination at least t that 
distant land [Scandinavia], and converse with the genius 
of the place. It points us to the Past; to the great mounds, 
which are the tombs of kings. Their bones are within; 
skeletons of warriors mounted on the skeletons of their 
steeds; and Vikings sitting gaunt and grim on the plankless 
ribs of their pirate ships.... In every mysterious sound 
that fills t.he air, the peasant still hears the tl'8mpling of 
Odin's steed. which many centuries ago took fright at the 
sound of a church bell. The memory af Balder is still 
preserved in the flower that bears his name t and Freja's 
Spinning-wheel still glimmers in the stars of the constel
lation Orion. The sound of Stromkarl's [the Mer-man's] 
flute is heard in tinkling brooks. and his song in water
falls. In the forest, the Skogsfrun, of wondrous beauty, 
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leads young men astray; and Tomtgubbe pittle Puck] 11am
mel'S and pounds away. all night long, at the peasanfs 
unfinished cottage. Almost primeval simplicity reigns over 
this Northern land. - almost primeval solitude and stillness." 

In translating the work thus commented upon. we 
have preserved tbe same metre and the same number of 
lines in XXII (or strictly XXIII for the lind Canto differs 
little from the Swedish, if printed in " lines instead of 8)~ 
out of the XXIV Cantos. * Willingly would we have done 
so in the two remaining Songs also. but found it impos
sible without sacrificing the spirit to the form. We wish 
any futurc Translator bctter success. The Translation was 
commenced "and almost finished before we met with any 
one of the Versions which have preceded it t and not
withstanding their general merit. the present pages will 
perhaps he acceptable to all who wish to examine TEO

NER * * in faithful echoes, instead of in a Paraphl'ase; -
though the latter is ~ of course. a far easier task for the 
Versifier. 

• We perCeclI,. agree wilh ProCe •• or LongCellow, p. 159, in the .ty1e 

01 Tranalalion alwa,.a to be adopled: - .... There are ," aaya GOlhe, 

two maxims oC Tranalalion; the one require. that the anlhor oC a 

Coreign nalion he brought to us in .uch a manner Ihat we regard him 

aa onr own; Ihe oll.er, on lloe conlrary, demand. of 1U Ihat we Iran.

port our.ehe. over 10 him, and adopt hi, ailllalion, hi. mode 01 

speaking, hi. I'ecnti.rilie .... \-Ve recognize only one oC these maxima 

of tranalalion. - Ih. lasl ... -

•• 1'J.. following pages cl.anl, In noble mea.ures, a yiClory oC Ihe 

Religious principle over youlhful arrogance, and apparenlly indomi

lable hllrdihood ••• Ihey deillil a glorioua couquesl of the len.e of 

female dignily and palriolic dUI,., onr Ce"enl and deep.rooled af

reclion. in a bo.om which .. young Aalrild" had ehol,n for III. Ca

'fOnrilp .11I"iI.e.~ II ... ,"'r, 6f, ... ,', 1' .. ans. of I'dilliof, Pref. p. XII. 
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The Notes and Index have been reduced into as short 
a compass as possible, consistent with a tolerably clear 
explanation of the different subjects on which they treat. 
There is little that is original among them, our object 
having been to use the picturesque descriptions of the 
Ancient North in preference to modern paraphases. Many, 
it is true, will think them much too diffuse; but our own 
persuasion af the low state of Scandinavian Literature ge
nerally in Great Britain. induces the idea that the majority 
of our readers will thank us for our otherwise thankless 
trouble. It will be observed that a large number of ex
tracts are from the notes appended to the Translation of 
the Rev. Mr Strong, -but, undoubtedly; both the reader 
and that gentleman himself will acquit us for avoiding 
the stupid aud pedautic vauity of again doing what had 
been so well done before. The field of mind, of litera
ture, of the ennoblement aud civi1izatio~ of our race is 
so large. so immense, that the "few labourers" who cul
tivate it have all of them more than they can possibly 
accomplish - without wasting their time and strength by 
doing things twice over when once is sufficient. 

Lastly, jf this work has any merit, - let the honour 
fan where it is due. - It is to my dear and distinguished 
Brother, the Rev. J. R. STEPHENS, the TRIBUNE OF THE 

POOR, that I am indebted for having my attention turned 
"from sounds to things;" 

and he it was who recommended to my eager study the 
literature of the North in general, and Fritlliofs Saga 
in particular - which he unrolled before me by an ol'al 
translation - at a time when far away from the shores of 
the North. and when the work was altogether unknown 
in England. 
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But the faults of this Pel'fol'mance are so numerous, 
and so well aware are we of the great degree in which it 
falls short of the beautiful Original and of our own Ideal
that it is only with all the modesty becoming youth and 
comparative inexperience, that we venture to lay it, 

"With all its imperfections on its head ," 
before an enlightened and indulgent public. One thing 
we must entreat, - that every thing weak, inferior, or 
unexpressive will be attributed to its proper source - the 
pen of the Traoslator - not the "immortal plume" of 
the illustrious Author. Do not let the Master suffer 
for the faults of his Disciple. - Should these pages be 
received with favour, it is our intention, at some future 
period, to present to our countrymen a volume contain
ing a choice series of the "Beauties of TEGNER ," most 
of them, whether in prose or poetry, unabridged. In 
the mean time, should Criticism - seated on the throne 
of the Thunderer, and wielding the God's own bolts -

Hurl its indignant lightnings at our head, 
and annihilate a work vainly hoping for subsi~tence - our 
consolation will be, "non omnia possumus omnes," and 
we sh.all abandon the field to some more gifted champion. 

Stockholm, lune 21st. 1839. 
G. S. 
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SKETCH OF THE 

LIFE AND CAREER 

of the 

.AUTHOR OF 'FRITHIOF'S SAGA.' 

-
By 

F. M. FBA!lzi:!I, 

Bilhop or Hernolanel. Sweelen. 

Three of the Provinces of Sweden yie with each other in claiming to 
themselves the name, 10 glorious for the whole kingdom, 10 beloved by 
the whole nation, - TEGRia. The first is the iron-veined Wermltmd# 
where the great Bard was born and grew in years. The second is the 
fruitful SkiM (Scania), at whose famed Univer.ity he suddenly .prang 
forth an accomplished Teacher, instead of what he had been - an extra
ordinary and for the most part a self-taught pupil, - and whenee hi. 
poetical renown Hew through the whole of Sweden, and soon through 
Europe itself. The pleasant (t1'tljliS) SlIUiland is the third. here, a. the 
Chief or ill Diocese and the guardian of ill Educational Institution., he 
haa gained yet greater consideration Dnd yet fresher honour.. Indeed he 
belongs originally to this Bishopric, partly throngh hi. Father who was 
born there, and partly by his Name which his Anccstor. took. from tho 
village of Tcgna (TtlSw,r) - at present a part of the Diocese-E.tates. 
Thus hi. very name secm. to have announced to TItGRila his future station. 

His Father, who was allO called ..... ,AI TEGRlla, and who waa a good 
Preacher, a cheerful Companion, and an active Asriculturali.t, had been 
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'nominated to the Rectol'1 of Millelvil. It waa while be wal yet waitiDg 
till be could occupy the Panonage, and was liviDg at the house of the 
Aaaistant-Mini.ler at Kyrlerud in the Living of By, that hi. Spouse, 
whose maiden name "AI S. M. Scideliu., bore him, on the 13th of No

nmber 1782, his fourth Son - Eeaiaa. 
While not yet 9 years old he lost his father, and for want of 

means - his elder Brothen haviDg all to he supported a. Studeata -
was compelled to seek. lOme other path for his future livelihood. The 
AsaellOr Brantiog, a Smlland-man, consequently from the eame Provioce" 
and probably allO a near friend of his father, tool the lad iDto his 
House, and he was brought up there to be his Aaaistant in the Baillie
Oftice-room (Fogde-Kontoret). He lOOn acquired whatever belonged to 
his employment, anel; accompanied his Fosler-father to all the meeting. 
for th!, collection of the Tne.. As the Bailliwic was extensive, these 
journies taught him to lnow and admire the beauty with which this 
Province refiecta ita woodl aDd mountains in ita many lakea. A proof 
of this we find in hi. fine Poem 'To my Home-region' ('Till min Hem
byggd' .), the fint which iotroduced him to the notice of tbe Public. 

TEollEa cannot bimself remember, when he fint began to write verse. 

While yet a child, he sang of every nentat all remarkable in his uDiform 
life. Nay, he even undertool a con.iderable Poem under the Dame of 

'Atle,' the subjcct of which was talen from "Bjlirner. Kiimpadatcl·," -
thus the Same collection of old Sagas in which, at a more mature age, 
he found the rough sketch of his 'Frithiof: 

The Northern Saga. were among his first and dearest acquaintances, 
at a lime when - ignorant of every laDguage but hi. mother-tongue -

he read every thing he could meet "'ilh, particularly iD Hi.tory aDd the 
Belles Lcttres. He eat, with a bool in hi. hand, wllerenr he happened 
to fiDd himself, sometimes on a stone, and 80metimes on a ladder; -
and one day, during harvest, when he should watch a field-gate, he 
altogether forgot his tasl, 10 swallowed up was he in wbat he wal read
ing, and let the callie waDder through iDto the yet unmOWD meadow! 

Thus grew he up, lile a W ild-A pple-trce in the forest, till he was 1" yean of age. Then it was that Branting, who had long remarked his 
paaaioD for readiDg, accidcntally discovered the profit he drew from iL 

One evening, as they were traveliDg home from Carl.tad aDd the atan 

• Publi.Lrd in 1802, in "SIockhulm.'llustcU:· O. oS. 
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were shini.., hright above them. hil fostertather. who wal a pious man 
of Ole good old-faahioned School. took oc:caaion to lpeak of the handi
worb of God. and of the evident omnipotence and wiadom he had dia
covered therein. The boy'l aDSwer ahowed a knowledge of the System 
of the World and of the LaWI for the motions of the heatenly Bodies. 
at which the old man wu uloniaheel. 'How do you bow that,'? he 
enqairecl. '1 have read about it in "Butholms PhilOlOphie fllr Olirde" , 
(PhilolOphy for the unlearned) - he l"C!plieel. Branting was silent; hut 
lOme days af\er. he observed. - 'You must hec:ome a Student.' - How 
clec:iaive were these words! How important not only in the Life ofRoda. 
hut in the Literature of his CountJy. in which his name hal c:reat.ed a 
nc:w epoch. And how manifold is ~ good. both in the ChUl"C!h and in 
the Sc:hools of Sweden. which must have been lost had it not heen for 
that one sentence! It wa. on that ezpreuion depended aU the renown 
and pleasure which hi. Works. trallllatc:d. as they hate heen into 10 

many languages. have ac:it.ed throughout Europe. Well does the memory 
of the honourable Branting dc:aene the distinction. to he handed down 

. to POlterity conjoined with the name of hi. immortal Foster-son! - But 
wu it his work alone? - Though we c:aDnot. it iI true. l"C!gaM it as 
direct inspiration that he .hould begin taIling about the Stan to the 
.imple oSic:e-boy in whose mind lay concealed so great a suhject. - still. 
in the ,whole of this circumatance generally. we mUlt ac:lnowledge the 
guiding hand of llrovidence. that hand 10 evident hut 10 oft unseen in 
~ life of the Individual no leu than in the History of the World! 

To .tudy. had long heen the secret longing of the boy. but he had 
not dared to repraent hi. wilhee. And even now. however great hi, 
joy at this glimpse of unexpected light he could not help objecting -
hi. want of mean.. <God will provide for the aaeri6ce;' anlwcreel Bran
ling. 'you are born for IOmething better than what you can become with 
me; you muat go lo your eldest Brother. he will guide your atuwes. 
and I ahall not forget you '. 

This promise he fu1611ed. not only by considerable aums lo allist 
in kecping him at the University. but by a fatherly sympathy in an 
that regarded him. And this. notwithstanding he wat now compelled to 
abandon the hope he had long seeretly cherished. of being able in time 
to leal'e him hia Place - together with his youngest daughter. 

In the month of March i'iOO. Eaaiu removed to hi. Brother Lar. 
Gualaf. who Wat then a Candidate of PhilOlOphy. and wu living in Wenn-
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land. The latter, a man already distinguished for uncommon learning, 

and who at tbe University-Promotion was the rinl of his younger Bro
tber for the &rat degree, and who AI many thougbt ought to have gained 
the preference, now became the tutor of the youngesl The wonderfUl 
progress which he made, is a proof what determined resolution united to 

commanding talent. can accomplish, especially in the warming season of 

impetuous Youth. 
After nine month's instruction from his Brother, who employed the 

old solid method of teaching, be was able to .tudy for himself. He DOW, 

during the course of ti97, made himself familiar with a multitude of 

Latin Anthors, particularly the Pocta. The latter fixed themselves so 
firmly in his uncommonly strong memory, that. he, to this day, can 

repeat large ext.racts from their work.. In Greek also, and in French, he 

advanced rapialy without. any assistance. 
So early as the following year, howcnr, when he had not yet com

pleted his t6th winter, the Youth was compelled to undertake the instruction 

of others, in order to find means for bis own further education. The Iron
Master (Bru1r..rpatron. Owner of Iron-Works ,) Myhrman, who was after
wards Councillor of Mines (BerssraJ) invited him to become the Tutor 
of his Children. In this also was a special dispensation, which influenced 
not. only his private and immediate circumstances, but also hi. future 

happiness. The spot, too, at which he resided was distinguished for a 
wild but imposing scenery. It belonged to those extensive wood-lands to 
which ccYfvalarl ,"'" as Karl the IXth is still called in tbi. District, 
summoned his colonists from Finland. The owner of the W orls was an 

intelligent and }XTICvering Iron-Founder, but at the same time a man 
uncommonly educated for his employmenl Being himself well versed, not 

only in several modern Languages, but also in the Latin Tongue, his Li
brary contained even several Greek Classics. Among these was a Folio, which 

soon became the object of the poetical stripling's most zealous researches. 
It was a - Homer. Notwithstanding all the difficulties thrown in his way 
by the many anomalous Dialects, and by his own still imperfect know
ledge of the Language a. a whole and of its various peculiarities, - he was 
not to be dismayed. Even then, the great characteristic of his mind WIIS

never to give way; besides which it. cllhibited all that energy which distin

guishes a great geninl. With Zcnophon also, and with Lucian, he became 

• Ncr' ,A, Or.",. (Ch.rl~m.lln") - " 'V~rml.nd Pro.ioci.lilln. G S. 
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familiar. But the Bard. who principally divided his time and attention 
with old Homer. was - bis Horace; and here it was he fint became ac
l.fUaillted with bi. writing.. In the midst of all this. he by no means 
neglected the Literature of France. wbose most clallical productions richly 
adorned thi. GenUeman's Ihelves. - Thus it was that he was even now 
laying the foundation. of that Independence witb which he allerward. 
witbstood all one-sided 01' nBlTow-minded judgements over the Literature 
both of antil.fUity and of modern times. But as be did not find a lingle 
German Poet in this Library and only. learned that Language through the 
medium of common elementary books. he acquired a prejudice against it wbich 
wal long before it was entirely dissipated. With Englisb. on the contrary • 
he became poetically acquainted through Macpherson'l Tranalation of 
Ossian. This work produced sucb an eft'cet upon his imagination. that he 
learned the language without any belp. 

In the usual pleasures and amusements of youtb. and ill Society in 
general. he mixed little if at all. Nor. indeed, did be min them; for 
bil books gave bim full employment. He even seldom allowed bimself 
time. at this period. to write verses. A report. bowever. of Buonaparte's 
death ill Egypt. occasioned bis composing a Lyric Poem wbich gave Myhr
man wbo exceedingly admired the French Hero. great hopes of the ynuth
ful millstreI. But the Production thus grounded on so false a rumoor. 
bas n"er yet heeD published. 

Having now reached hi. 17th 7ear. he repaired to Lund. in the 
autumn of 1799 •. and commenced hi, Academic coune. His object. at 
Int, was onl7 to prepare for hi. entrance into the R07al Chancery. 
Still he would give a public proof of his proficicnc7 in the Greek and 
Roman Language •• and accordingly wrote a Latin Treatise on Anacreon. 
Armed with this Document, he hastened to Doctor NorberJ, a Scholar 
famoul for hi. Oriental erudition, and to whose Profcssonhip the Lite
rature of Greece also belonged at that time. This inteniew produccd a 
never-changing imprenion on the mind of the promising young aludent. 
not only through the encouraging kindness with wbich he had received 
him, but through his whole bearing and manncrs, which united the 
charms of original geniul with a naive and innoccnt simplicity. From 
the beautiful picture >to wbich TEGlI'ta has prefixed to lbe Poem dedicated 

• The Inlrodaclioa - o. D.,dicalion - 'To Norbrrg: 6. 8. 
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to him - ·Nallnrdsbarnen· ... - we may be at least allowed to copy the 

following features: 

Yes! the' Easl's fast Friend art Thou, the North·s proud glory, 
A man of Fable's vanish'd days of gold, 

And speech and manners hast of Patriarchs hoary, 

And, - wise as Eld - the Child's pure hea1'l dost hold! ..... 

Norberg is one of those men who have had the greatest influence 

on nodl\'s career. By counscling him to change his studies at once 

from the civil oBicial-cxamination. to the degree of M. A. - he lept him 

at the University, fixed him to Iitel'8ry pursuits, and prepared the way 

for him to the .tation which he now occupies in the pale of the Swedish 

Chul'ch. 
Norberg oft'ered him gratis instruction in Arabie. But the learning 

of the East had no attractions for the young Scald. The great Oriental

ist was also a perfect master of the Roman Tongue, and contended for 

the palm with Pl'ofessor Lundblad, whose Latin School was then in its 
highest lustre. The style of the former resembled that of Tacitu., in 

shortnc.s, expressiYeness, and antithetic pregnancy of diction. The latter, 

on the other hand, who had .tudied in Leipzig and had there formed 

himself on the model 01 Erncsti, had introduced his Ciceronian ism into 

Sweden. To tbis School it was that, both by example and by precept, 

he strictly lept the young men who were under his charge. To choose 

betwcen thesc two 'Mastel's of their Art,' wal not so easy for a stripling
Itudent, TEGlltll decided for the Lundblad Party; being induced to tale 

o In a Poem + recited a' the Promotion to IIIa.ter or Aru. .t Lond. io 182g. 
where Tegoer .oee.ed~d Bishop Fue aa Vlee·Cbaoel!lIor or tbl! Uoinraity, 

and wltere Oehleo.chliger 11'11 pre.eot, .ad ree.ind the Laorel Dud I,i. Di

ploma. - +('The Children or the Sacrameot: .a neeedingl, heaotirol Poem, 

oot yet trao.lated ioto Eogli.b, aod IOmetblog iD the .ame .Iyle II Gold

.mit .. •• ClergymaD iD 'The Delerted Village.') 6. 8. 
00 From tbe Vllth Stn .. to the abo •• ·meolioDed DediealioD. Th. origioal 

Iiue. are a. rollow.: 

"Do. Or leo leo •• io. da Nordu. heder, 

Da mao rrlo rahelol gliimda dar ar gall, 

Ked palriarkera .prlIL, med der •• leder, 

Som Iidreo .11. 10m barDet o .... ld.roll! .. 

,." ..... S-W, OiA",., p. t32. 6. S. 
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that step by his Brother Elof, who was then Reader (Docens) at the Uni

versity and was considered one of the vcry finest pnpils Lundblad had 

produced. 

But it was naturally to be cxpecled that the other Professors also 

should hue their atlention fixed on a Student of such distinguished qua

lities. He himself acknowledges the encouragement he rceeived from 

Munthe and from Lidback. The former, who was Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and a zealous Kantian, is represented by TEG!lER .. in a most 

charming sketch, as one of the noblest men who have ever adorned any 

Academic Chair. With the latler, who had just been created Professor 

of .Esthetics, and had atlempted Poetry without any very great success, 

he came into a relation which cannot he betler expl"csscd than by the 

lollowing verses com posed by TEG!rEI\: 

•...•..• He, who latest has left us, 

Gave me his fatherly care, and taught me the Scale of the Muses 

While, yet young, I rcquir'd his counsel. Nor would he grow angry 

If, ofttimes, I obcy'd him but badly - trying, as rash Youth 

Will, my pinions in regions not his. Yes! nobly he acted!" '" 

In the Mathematical Sciences he had read litLle or nothing before he 

came to the University. But, being now engaged in preparing for his 

degree. his clear understanding enabled him to make rapid progress in 
this Department also, and almost without any assistance. The only 

Lectures he atlended were those on Physics and on the Differential-Cal

eulu., and his Noles on these occasions were aflerw81"ds a standing loan 

among his acquaintance, and were highly spoken of for lucidity and pre

dsion. Thus at the University, also, he continued to be an a;'ro4ulccllror, 

although through the medium of books. He commonly worked from 18 

• 10 hi. "MiD oeD" (Recollectloo.), wl,ich coostitote lobelotirol a sroup io his 

Poem., lod which do 10 moch l,oDour to hi. belrt DO Iu. thaD to hi. 

lIeolu. (See r.".m ........ DiJIw, p. 233.) 

•• • ••••••• "ED IOID .edDI.t har bortgltt 

Toe mig i tnerlig .ard, oeb llirde mig Skalla till Sinsen, 

1(ir i"g Vir oog och bel,btde hlDI rid I ocb baD harmld .. icke. 

Om jal ej fOljde dem jemt, mea tdrlil"te. 1010 yogliDl1r pliiga, 

Viagll'De' krltt, i rymder ej bIDI: det 911' idelt .r bOD om," 

The Iboye 110 •• were writteD at tbe Promotioa ia Laad 1829- Q. s . 

• 
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to 20 houri a day, sleeping a. little as possible. He seldom partook. in 

the paslimes which belonged to his age, or in the Life of a Student 

generally; this gniBed him the eharaeter of a bashful, awk.ward and 

singular young man. 

Who could believe this of so lively a genius', so cheerful, playfully

witty, and 10 amiable a Society-man as at a later time he has been 

found to bei' - But this was the only way by which, within so short a 

time, the could acquire such various and such solid erudition. 

Through the assistance of Myhrman and of Brantiag, he had been 

enabled to pass ncnr a ycar at the University, without being compelled 

to break off his own studies by instructing others. But his scrupulousness 

would not permit him any longer to tale advantage of their generosity, 

without some effort to obtain his own subsistence. He therefore applied 

for and obtained a University private-tutorship in the family of Baron 

Lt-yonhufvud, at Yxk.ullsund in Smllland. His pupil, the Baron Abraham 

Lcyonhufvud, who has since risen to be President of the High Justiciary 

Court, is - of all the, individuals he has instructed - the one he has 

most csteemed and loved. And this fceling has remaiBed unchanged 

during a course of 30 years. His habits of life at YxkuUsund were the 

same as at the University - laborious, lonely, and averse to company. 

But ancr he had written some French verses, on the occasion of:a family

rete-day, - the awkward and gloomy Student began to be remarked with 
wondel' and estccm. 

After having passed the summer of 1800 at this Scat, he returned 
to Lunt), accompanied by his pupil. Here Professor Lidbiick appointed 

Lim ExtraOl'dinary Amanuensis to the University Library, of which the 
Professor 'Was tbe Manager. To this, it is true, no salary was aU:lchcdj 

but it was an uncommon distinction for a YOUUI of 18, who had not 
yet taken his degree. 

That he might aceomplish this he now prep81'Cd himself with increas
ing zeal, mostly studying Philosophy, partly in the Dialogues of Plato, 

and pal·tly in the Wl'itiAgs of Kant and a few by Fichte. He has himself 

declared that, with his concrete miBd, he was not disposed for these 

ahstract speculations, and that he grew tired of pursuing a long systematic 
Deduction which allowed no foot-hold for the Fancy. His Academic 

Treatises, however, show that he casily penetrated and clcarly undcrstood 

Philosophical questions. - What morc especially dl'CW him to the eritical 
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School of Kant wal, its originally sceptical nature and ils great result, 

which stops short at a somctbing - unknown and never-lo-bc-fatbomed! 

At the Examination for Degt-ees, which he passed in two divi.ions 

- the autumn of 1801 and the spring of 1802 - he obtained 'laudatur,' 

the highest Certificate, from all tbe llrofcSlors except Norberg. This was 

altogether nnexpcctcd, especially a. TEGIfU was acknowledged, in Greek, 

which then belonged to the same Professorship as the Oriental Languages, 

to be the most accomplished of all the promovendi. - But Norberg fixed 
a higher value on the latter Literature, in which also he had gained 

Continental celebrity. 

With such high testimonials, TEGlfill was of course the unopposed 

p,.imu6 at the Promotion, and was to answer the Magister-Qucstion. But 

in the meantime an event occurred, .. hich threatened to banish him fol' 

ever from the University, to destroy aU his prospects there, and to give 

his destiny quite anothcr objecL 

Lundaglrd is the name of an Academic Promenaoo, shaded by aged 

tree., beneath whose murmur the Students arc accustomed to pass the 

most innoccnt of their evening hours, - if not exactly in Socratic Dia

logues, at lealt .. ilh somewhat Platonie feelings of the beautiful. One 

evening, however, a transaction look place there which was not altogether 

10 innoccnt, Without being aware of anything at all extraordinary, 

TEGlfia, alone as usual, was hastening thither to refresb himself aner the 

day's hard toil. He thell fQund assembled there a very large body of tbe 

Students, all armed with branches cut. from the old and venerable trees. 

They, however, had hewed down not a single bough; it had been done 

by order of the Consistory, to promote the growth of the Trees and 
make their tops more leafy. This intention the young· men misunderstood, 

supposing that all this maiming foreboded the destruction of their fa

vourite Lundaglrd, and the more so as they found that whole Trees had 

heen felled. These, however, were old and naked trunks which it was 

thought ought tn make roam for younger stems. The rising discontent 

was principally dirccted against the University'a then officiating RectOl' 

Magnificus, .. ho was by nQ means loved, and who was believed to 

bave been alone Coocerned in planning all this ruin. TEGlfill, whom the 

eager crowd surroundccl immediately on hi. arrival, with shouts of -
• PrimlU mnst go with us' - made represcntations but in vain against 

the tumult. Clamoured down, and armed like the rest with a b"aneh, lie 

was obliged to accompany them. The procession took the route tel the 

Digitized by Coogle 



xx 

RectOl"S House, which was lint saluted with a thundering cry of

, Pereal Rector, 1Ji1Jal LundaGard! - Then all the boughs were thrown 
in a heap before the entrance, completely blocking up the door. After 
this, they went tumultuously up the street, giving hurrahs to several of 

the Professors. For the Theology-ProFessor, Hylander, 1Ji1Jal was not 
shouted but chaunted in chorus. On their return, when the Rector was 
once more saluted with a 'Penal,' it was very near happening that they 
proceeded to break. his windows also. This, however, was prevented b:y 

ftGlfta and the Magister Wallenberg, afterwards Bishop of Linkoping; 
hut only by the argument that ladies were residing in the rooms that 

faced the strect. 
The next morning TEGllta was summoned before him by the Rector 

to undergo a private hearing, and he there gave a faithful statement ~F 
the whole event, without at all denying what was culpahle in his own 
conduct. But His MaGnificence'" paid no respect to this openness or to 
ftGJlltll's efl'orts to prevent the uproar. 'You are already,' said he, 'an 
officer of this University; you have been nominated primus at the en

suing promotion, and might expect great success in your profession here. 
All this now is past. The Academic constitutions clearly direct, that you 

must un/eGari cum infam,'dj' Sorry indeed I am, that your good for
tune should thus be thrown away. Still, it might be possible,' he added, 

after a pause, 'that all might be helped and arranged, if you would only 
tell me the names of the Ringleaden in the riot! - TEGIIER, incensed 
at this question, replied with some warmth, that however it went with 
himself he would not play the Informer against his own comrades. 'We 
were,' he conclulled, 'two or threc hundred altogethcr; and there were 
few among them whom I knew; but those few I never will betray!' 

In the meantime, the whole afl'air gradually died away; for all the 

other Professor. valued too highly the uncommon qualities of a youth 
who was also 80 irreproachable in his manners, not to rescue him from 
the misfortune with which he was threaleDed by a man whom even his 
companions could not esteem. 

At this period ftGlltll received the sorrowful intelligence, that his 

eldest Brother, who was only 30 years or age, had just expired. He WAI 

universally lamented as an excellent Preacher, and in all respect. a pat-

• The Rector or a Swedi.b Uol.er.ily is called 'Rertor JohgaiScus' or 'Bi. 

MaGoiSccoc,,: 
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tern for his class. Esaias felt himself, at his death, again an orphan. 

Not only was it from him he had obtained the first clements of that 

learniDg, for which he was now about to receive the laurel-wreath it 

- foremost among 40 - but at his very entrance on the dangerous 

yean of youth, it was bis Brother who had confirmed him in those 

principles of religion and of morals, in which while yet a child he 

had been instructed, but which he had not enjoyed any opportunity of 

reducing to practise. - Deeply aft'ccled by this loss, he made it the sub

ject of an Elegy,'" it which was rewarded with a prize by the Literary 

Society of Gothenbourg. This 'Lllment,' together with the before-men

tioned Poem 'Till min Hembygd' (To my Home-District) which he had 

eomposed at the same period, first began to attract the general attention 

of the People to this rising Bard. 

After the Promotion, he b'aveled to Wermland, on a visit to his 

'Mother and to his Benefactors Br:mting and Myhrman. A virtuous young 

man can undoubtedly enjoy no greater pleasure from the success of his 

exertions, than that of delighting his Parents, anll those who have cared 
for him with a father's or a mother's tenderness. -But scarcely less, nay 

perhaps even greater, is their satisfaction when their eft'orts have been 

crowned with such results as was now the easc. 

This visit to Myhrman changed the childish friendship which had 

already subsisted between his daughter and TEGNEa, to a serious obligation 

to which her Parents gave their conscnL Four yellrs, however, elapsed 

before circumstances allowed them to eDIC!.· into the married Slate. 

It was on this journey tbat, for the first lime, he beheld - resid
iog with his Father at Ransiter in Wermland - an individual after

wards so famous as a Poet, an Historian, and a Thinker, the illustrious 
Geijcr. He was at that time only a Student at Upsala, but had even then 

gained the great prize of the Swedish Academy for his Panegyric over 

Slen Sture. TEGNJla himself has made tbe following observations'" it '" con-

• Tho Mllten or Artl Ir. adorned, .t the Swedish Unlyenitl •• , with. Wrelth 

or L.arel on the day or their Promotion. O. B • 

•• Foand 10 .. Gatheborg .... Vettenlb,.. oeh Vltt.rhetl-Siilll".pel. Hlndllnger 

18M." 0, B . 

••• Th. abo.e, together with aach other remer". ar 'I'JIc~b II otcar In tbl. 

Biograph,., hne b •• a kindly commanlcated by hlmlelf to the Aathor, id I 

printo El.illie on the circamltance. of hi. lIr •. 
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cerning this acquaintance. "Even at this, our "Very first meeting, beu'ayed 

itself that great divergence in our views of life and literature, which 

time has since only more devcloped. Our wholc intercoul'sc was a con

tinued University. Act, though without any bitterness or unfricndliness. 

EVeD at this early period I learned to value him, as one of the most 

talentetl and noble natures in our land." 

On his return to Lund, TEGIIEJ. was appointed by Lidhiick reader 

(Docens) in .i£sthctics. He was permitted, however, to lcave the UnivCl'

sity for a time and reside in Stockholm, whithel' he repaired in the be

ginning of 1803, being receivcd as Tutor into the Housc of the Chief

Dilutor Striibing. This family lived in first-rate style; but the manno's 

of TEGNJ! .. were, as in Lund, retired and for himsclf. It was then he 

became acquainted with the Poet Chormus, whom he found a cheerful 

witty and amiable, but somewhat singular, man. They communicated to 

each other their poetical efforts, and although Chormus was far infl-Tior 

to TEGllt .. in gcnius he yet, according to the latter's own statements, 

could - as older and more experienced in the exereisc of 'the divine 

art' - assist him '!14th valuable counscl. They corresponded for lome 

time aner TEGIIE .. had repaired to Lund, to which place he was accom

panied by his pupils. 

But having long since heen betrothed, '" he wished to obtain soon 

some fixed Establishment, and therefore applied for the place of Gym nasi i

Adjunct at Carlstad. The Consistol'Y did not appoint him; but ~e ob

tained the place by appealing to the King, who thcl!. residcd in Baden. 

Being shortly anerwards, however, appointed Adjunct at the University 

of Lund, he never entered upon his duties in Carlstad. As Assistant

Lecturer (4djunct~ Vice-Professor,) in .i£sthetics, he was for a whole 

year at thc head of the Professorship in tbis Science, during the Rectoratc 

of Profcssor Lidbiick as well as on many other occasions. 
The manner in which he had enablcd his hearers to sec and under

stand fQr themselves all that BeautifuL of which Lidbiick. bad only talk

ed and produced the opinions of various critics - made the difference 

between them only too remarkable. Notwithstanding this, the Tcacher 

still preserved the same friendship and goodwill for the Pupil by whom 

he was thrown so much in the sbade. For the rest, though it is far from 

• It ia stili lIeoer.1 io Sweden to go throogh a form of ",.1 .".oIIIaI, at iotro

dactory to the lIill more .olemo CerelDooy of Marriage. Q. 8. 
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our meaning to undervalue all that was noble in the sentiments of Lid

bacl any more than all that was solid in his erullition, - we cannot 

help remarking, that TEGIIEa's peculiar manner of thinking and acting 

makes his superiority, nay even his sarcastic witticisms, pleasing and 
plNsant even to those who are their objects. 

There was in Lund another individual who found in TEGIICa a dan

gerous rival. It was Ling, who was not less famous for his Northern 

Minstrelsy than for his System of Scientific Gymnastics. To them both, 

- not less than to Geijcr, who harped. for us the beautiful 'Song of 

the Viking ,'''' and who invoked (living as before!) 'The last Champion· ... 

and <The last Scald· ... from their ancient Barrows, - belongs the glory, 

as Oehlenschl3ger and Grundtvig had done in Denmark, of having in

spired a new life into the Swedish Literature by employing once more 
the Scandinavian Myth and Saga. But if tbe Bard of the 'Asar· ...... has, 

like Grundtvig, made us more familiar with the raw force and wild 

greatness of the olden Champions, - the Chaunter of 'Frithiof' has, with 

Oehlenschlager, attracted more general attention to the forms and images 

of Antiquity, by investing them with the milder features of the pocticai 

ideal. Even before that period, when the views and eiforts of both were 

developed, Ling and TEGIICa could not harmonize. It is curious enough, 

that the Gymnastic Fencing-Master, who presented his naked breast to the 

stabs not of foils but of the points of swords, possessed a temperament 
rar more irritable and sensitive. But in spite of all their momentary 

misunderstandings, the honourable truefast and open-hearletl character of 

both, caused thcm always to retain a firm and mutual friendship, and 

to acknowledge uninterruptedly each other's worth and merits. 

In the year 1806, when he added the office of Under-Librarian to 

his Assistant-Lectureship in ..Esthetics, besides being Notary in the l)hi

losophic Faculty, - he was enabled to compleat his Nuptial-Contract 

with Miss Anna M. G. Myhrman, who added domestic happiness to his 

'.ilerary honours. It was owing to her care and skill as the Head of the 

F.ousehold, together with his professional industry, that - although 

hit income never exceeded 60 Barrels of grain ......... - they still were pos

sesStd of a comfortable subsistence. 

• Titles of lome of Geijer'l linelt and most popullr Banad.. O. S • 

•• LiDS', principal aDd longest work ia entitled 'Asune,' (The Aaar). Q. S • 

• •• Tbe Ineome of many pnblir (unctionariel 10 Sweden. bat elpecially of the 
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At Ulis period a numbel' of Ole younger Officel·. iu the Universit, 

formed a sort of Club, called the 'Herberge,' and of which TEGNer. was a 

member. It had no political tendency, and scarcely any Regulations. Thcy 

conversed on Literature in general, and of Ule government of the Uni

versity in particular. "Here," write. TEGlIer., "was found llie pith of viewe 

and sentiments which wcre afterwards not williout llicir influence on the 

University. They played at ball with idcas and witticisms, - children 

of llie moment which might well have dcserved to have becn more gener

ally known." But among them all, the man who was most willingly lis

tened to both for his striking mot.r and his amiable character was -

TEGIICr.: now, no longer compelled to exert himself for his studies, and 

passing an agrcahle family-life, - he had become a cheerful and sociable 

companion. Many of tbe individuals visiting this Club have gained con

sidcrable renown, as Teachers at the University or in the Church. TEGlIea, 

as a Poet, and Agardb as a Savan, both enjoy foreign celebrity. Tbree 

are Bishops, TEGIICr. in Vexiu, Agardh in Carlllad, and Heurlin in Visby. 

The lalt is also Acting Secretary of Slate for Ecclesiastical Affairs and 

the Department of Public Instruction. Both Heurlin and Agardh have also 

distinguished llicmselvcs at the Diets, and possess a political importance 

which TEGHer., although eslccmed for his independence, has nevcr cndeav

oured to acquire. 

ThI-ough scvcral Lyrical PiCCCl which displayed a genius of a lony 

ordcr, TEGlIer. had already gained an increasing repulation as a Poet, -

when his Pocm Svu, which received the great Prize of the Swedish A

cademy in 1811, cxcited a universal sensation by its patriotic spirit no 

less than its poet.ic beauty. Among those things which make lliis Poem 

remarkable, is the change of form which occurs towards its close. From 

Alcxandrines distinguished for lliat refined strength and measured and 

well-preserved harmony which Uiis kind of vel'se demands, the Scald, in 

a sudden transport, i. ean·ied away to a DiUiyrambic Song whose variouA 

tones are in unison with thc richly-varied changcs of its .ubjcct. Thi, 

is, - a poetical vision, in which the Mythological images of Uie antiqlC 

poesy shadow forth what the Swedish nation at the prcsent momcnttho\l&ht 

Clergy. i. geD.rally reei.oDed ia 'laDaDr 'plaaemll,' b.rrel. of graiD, (h.U 
rye DOd h.lf corn), wllieh i, .1.0 poid in UDd. The nerage .. Ine of n.h 

barrel i. regalaled MDDaall~·. It i. commonly (',\D.I to 10 R:dr Rgt" .bout 

b.lf • guiau. G, S. 
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and felt, expt'rienccd and hoped. Eyen although such should not· have 

been the inteJIlioo of 0111' Bard, still the union of these two di/l't.'1"CJ1t 

styles shows His opinions in reference to the great Schism then arisiDg 

in the Swedish Literature. 

Without at all degrading the Belles Letlrel of the older School, He 

himself was building up the new. But he never went over to our Phos

phorUm. which was so eallecl from "Phosphoros," a Literary Review which 

was to announce a new dawn on the Swedi.h 'Parnallus' MounL' On 

this subject he himself writes as follows: "The German TheOl'ies and the 

fashionable <Carbuncle-Poetry'''' I could not bear. It is true, I thought a 

change was necessary in our Swedish Verse; but it could and ought to 

he hrougJat about in a more independent manner. The New School II.'emed 

to me too negative, and its critical Crusade too unjust. I therefore did 

DOt mix myself up in the contest, with the exception perhaps of a few 

pleasantries which' I wrote or spoke." 

As Lord Byron, in spite of the disrepute into which his enchanting 

Poems brought the older Bards, himself did them justice, - and among 

the rest especially valued Pope, just that Author whom his own admirers 

particularly despiaed, -so 'lZGNEa also in the DlOlt solemn terms protested 

against the e/l'orll ot the Phosphorists to degrade our older lloets, -

and especially Leopold, whose serious verse rivals Pope', in depth, -

and whose more playful muse. although She never compo!lCd so charming 

a SoD! as <The Rape of the Lock,' has notwith.tanding surpassed the 

English Satirist in a flow of light lively Voltaire-resembling wit. 

At the commencement of 1812, 'fEONEa, duriug a visit in Stock

holm, made the personal acquaintance of Leopold, Rosenstein and other 

Members or the Swedish Academy. Already had he gained. their admira

tiou; he DOW added also their most faithfal fl'icnd&hip and esteem. 
Besides the Pho.phorislic Coterie, which could in some respects be 

compared with 'The Poets of the Lab' in England. anrt among whom 
Worcbworlh msy be cou.idercd as haviug some resemblance in depth of 

thought and feeling to AUerbom. there arose one other Literary Union 

ander the name of -G6ther' (the Goths). Theil' object was the knowledge 
and employment of the ADCient Northern Myth and Saga in the Fine 

• 'Ilarfookel-po •• ie,' a term borrowed from the Cermaa. might not iu.ppro

pr!.lllly bll perapbr •• ed by '!,"mby-p~mby glimmer-aDd-glitter School: 6. S. 

a 
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Arts. The Author of 'Svea' was invited to become a meinber, and in ita 

l\lagazine, 'Iduna,' first appeared Specimens of 'Frithiof,' which imme

diately excited great expectations. 
In the year 1812, a new field was opened for the activity af TlGlllia 

at the University of Lund. It WIlS then that the Greek Lilcrature, which 

had hitherto belonged to the same Professorship as the Easlcrn Languages, 
was ereeted into a separate Cbair. The Oriental Department remained 

under the care of Norberg, and it was at his recommendation that TEGIfD. 

_ as a generally acknowledged Hellenist without a rival at the Univer

sily - was proposed by its (Chancellor von Engestrllm then first Cabinet

l\liuislci'), and was nominated by his Majesty without the usual routine, 

to the Professo ... hip of Grecian Literature. He received, on his appoint

ment, the Living of StliiJC as his Prebend. 

Thus he entered the Ecclesiastical Order. and wrote in consequence 

.Prestvigningen' ... ('The Consecration to the Priesthood'). a Poem beam

ing with heavenly beauty. But aa his actual oecupation lay within 'the 

sphere of the University, lie principally devoted - and" that with extra

ordinary zea' and energy - his time and labour to that department. 

Naturally enough. (and the remark is almost superfluous) he, with his 

poetical mind. was sure to direct the attention of hi. youthful hearers 

to the Beauties of Gl·cck. Literature. the surest method" to win them over 

to the Language. But at the same time. a thing we should not have 

ell peeted from a P<let, he united thereto severe demand. for a .olid ac

quaintance with its grammatical organization. and brought the .tudy of 

Greek. to a height and splendour hitherto unknown at the Univenity of Lund. 

Norberg. who bad Eor hi. sake resigned this branch of bis public 

duties. neither showed nor felt, (for all that he felt he showed!) any 

vexation at being thus, perhaps. surpassed by hissucceslOr. Theil' friendly 
l'elalion to each other, was not disturbed for one instant. 

In the meantime, the fame of TlGlfiB as a Poet was continually on 

the inCl"Case. This was partly grounded on a multitude of Lyrical Pieces 
the <lne .urpasscd by the other, although all were of the most various 
kinds. and partly on two more lengthy compositions, which have also 

appeared in FOl'eign Translations, 'Axel"~ '" and 'The Young Communicants' 

• 'l'",.h. hArr. D,.",". p. 155 • 
•• Thr Saesl English TraDlluioa I bne leeD of tbil magaiSeeal Poem I. aa anoa

ym.as (rrr versiOD, iD B' .. d, ... <I'. ltl.,nUt. {or 1816. CIX. Pl'. IS, -195. Q. 8. 
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C<Nattvardsharnen'). - In consequence of this, the Swedish Academy of 
Eighteen could not delay summoning him to lbeir Body. He was elected 

suecessor to Oxenstjerna, whose Portrait (in TEGNU'S Inauguration-Spcech) 

has a beauty inseparahle from its ohject, hut which betrays the coloring 
of our Poet', Pencil! 

The 'Epilogue at tbe Promotion in Lund in t8.20',· together with 

many other Occasional Poems, gave him individual imporlance as a 

liberal-minded clear-headed and deep-thinking man, who followed witb 

his Time without beiog carried away by ita illusions. - How well be 

w:as able, if be pleased, to imagine and execute even a Mystic Idea, is 

proved by his 'Address to the Sun' .... ('Silog till Solen') which Leopold, 

although still less than TIIGlfl1a a lover of the mysterious and tbe fan

tastic, pronounced the very first of his Mioor Poems, both in the light 

and lony fligbt of its various Tbougbts, and in a purity of expression 

and harmony of verse which are kept up in spite of tbe mosl diOieult of 

metre.. But it is especially 'Frithiof' which has raised TEGNiIl to the first 

rank. among the Bards of modern times, spreading his fame not only 

around all Europe hut even to other l'Cgions and far other climes t. 
In the same year, 18240, wheo this admirable Poem began to exalt 

his character as a Scald, he obtained unexpected Preferment in the bosom 

of the Swedish Church. Although he bad enjoyed no opportunity or 

reasonable occasion of distinguishing himself as a Tbcologian, yet so 

much had he gained the respect of the Clergy of SmAiand, as Teacber 

of the Academic youth and as Member of the Chapter of Lund, that 00 

a vacancy occurring in the Bishopric of Vexio he obtained, almost un

animously, tbe first place on the list proposed for appointmenL t t 
Probably his Idyl 'The young Communicants' ('l'iattvardsbarnen') had 

contributed to that confidence in his religious fcelings which such a 

choice presupposes in his Brethren. He was appointed Bishop in 1824, 
and immediately justified this IJromot.ion· by the most zealous guardianshi p 

of the Educalional Institutions of his Diocese. His Spcecbt's on public 

• '1'"... .s. ...... DW .... p. 164. 6.8 • 

•• '1'"... .s.bT. DiAkr. p. 199. 6. S. 

t See Appendix - 'Frithiof lad iu Literlture: 

tt The Natloall Charch of Swede a I .... tl, IOI,crior to th .. Episcopal Sect of 

EDltaad aDd Irelaud iD parity IDd freedom. 'fhe dilj;uSI i ng CO,." tl'rlir. il 

Dakaowa; the mljoril, of yotll prol,ose _ lilt of lhree. oae uf whom tli. 

lliDI ."" Domialte, G. oS. 
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occasions of imllOrtance at the Gymnasium and the Schools, excited an 

extraordinary sensation. In these he developed, in the talented maDner 

peculiar to himself, hi. enlightened views on the IJUcslions of the day 
relative tf) the Reforms proposed in the Establishments of Education. 

These Speeches have also heen spread in foreign lands, by a German 

Translation. - How he ful61s his duties as one of the Chiefs of the 

Church, we may see in the remarkable Documents belonging to the A ... 

sembly of the Clergy in Vexio in 18.')6. They have not, as usual, been 

confined within the limits of the Diocese or the eIOl". but hue alao 
attracted the attention of the Public at large, '" and have cODvinced all 

dasses that he docs not lcss deserve his consideration as a Theologian a 

Priest aud a Guardian of J\eligion and Ecclesiastical rule, than as an 

accomplished aDd indefatigable guide of all the Educational Departments. 

He has not, it is true, been particularly active at the Diets, which 
he is bound to attend in his capacity of Bishop; but as often as he has 

raised his voice, the listening expectation of something at once solid and 

ingenious, has found itself not only satisfied but surprised. 

While yet Professor he had heen adorned with the Order of the 
North Star, which has now become a common distinction for Swedish 

Literati of merit. But on the breast of our Scald far shining from the 

North, it reminds us of its original signification. Immediately after hi. 
advancemcnt to the Episeopal Chair, he was nominated Knight Com

mander of the same Order. 

Whether it is that his ollice, although it has not exhausted all hi. 
time, has turned away his attention from the art of the mioslrcl, or 

whether the cause may be that his weak health has somewhat dark.coed 

his changingly cheerful and melancholy disposition, - true it is that, 
.ince the publication of 'Frithiof,' he has only occasionally struck the 

chords of a Lyre which has suft'ered no ehange in the tone. with which 

it is wont at once to charm and to astonish. We hope, however, that 
he will yet finish, among other more considerable Pocms, one which has 
Leen long impatiently expected and of which he has given delightfUl 
.pecimens unuer the name of ·Gerda.' A. for himself indeed, he requires 

for his glory no more than he already enjoys as one of the most magni
ficent geniuses of modern times. 

The AuLhor of Lbis Biography will not venture a Characlcrillique 

• They hne beeD lraDllated iato tbe German Language by lIubDickr. 
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of TEG.a!a as Poet; nor indeed does it necessarily belong to the tau. he 

has cboaen. But the opinion of that BaJ:d himself as to the causes of his 

own popularity mu.t douhly tend to excite our attention, as characteris

tic: both of his :Muse and of Himself. - I hasten therefore to iDJCrt W. 
own obscnatioDS GO this subject: -

"The Swede, lile the Frenchman, prefers in Poetry the light, the 

clear and the transparcnt. The profound, indeed, he demands and valucs 

also; but it must be a depth that is pellucid. He wisl.cs that he may see 

the gold-sands at the boltom of the waYe. Whatever is dark and muddy, 

so that it cannot give him any distinct image - let it be as far-fetched 

as it may - he cannot lu/l'er. He believes thal 

The' obscurely utter'd is the' obscurely thought, ... 

and clearness is a necessary condition for whatever shall produce any 

e/l'cet upon him. In this he differs widely from the German, who in con

sequence of his contemplative nature not only suffers but even prefL'l"S 

the mystical and the nebulous, in which he loves to foresee something 

deeply thoughL He has more "Ccmiith" and gloomy serioumess than the 

Swede, who is more superficial and more frivolous. This is the source 

of those Mystical feelings and Hemorrhoidal sensations (Hemorrhoidal

kanningarne) in the German Poetry, for which we have no taste. 

"As regard. the Spirit itself and the views of the world in the 

Poet's own hreast, :.... we love hest the lifc-enjoying, the fresh, the bold, 

ycs - even the overdaring! 

• From tbe remorhbl., 258 line. loog, 'Epilog .,id M.gister-Pl'Omotionen I 
Luod .820.' TI •• wbole pllsage it •• follow.: I. 156 -16,. 

". Febi .,.rld, I .,etand •• om dilt, 
lr .Ilting llart, llart .trAln l"ebi '01, 
X.l~r 'tar b.ol UII., den X.lltalislr.a. 

D.,ad du ej lInt lan aig., 'tet du ej; 

Med tnkeo ordet f'iid. pi maonen. llippu: 

Det dunlelt "Sd. ir det daakelt tiDkt .... 

la Pbatbas' world, In lnowledge a. ia Soag, 

All, aU i. clear I CI .. r ablne. A polIo'. Saa. 

Clear lU' Jai, FODataia. that of Ca.taly; 
TI ... u laowlt oot what thoa c.ast aot clearly .. ,. : 

Maa'. lip. sl.e birtb to tbougbts and wOMs togetber, 

The' obeeu .... ly utter'd I. tbe' ob.eurely thougbt. O. 8. 
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"This is also true of the Swedish National Character. However 

weakened, fl'ivolous, or degenerate the People may be, - a Viking-vein 

still lies at Lhe hottom of the National Temperament, and willingly will 

we recognize it also in the Bard. The race of Fot'njoter" is noL yet 

extingui.hed. Something Titanic and fuU of defianec run. through the 

People like a national feature. 

Northland's Strength defies, and never 

Death can Conquest from us sever; 

For, e'en should we faU at last, 

Life in Battle's spod was past. 

Roars the Storm - how willing dare we 

Wrestling beard him! Willing bare we, 

Thunder mocking, hairy hreast -

There his arm can .trike us best! "',. 

"The proper natural image of the Northern disposition is, a cold and 

clear hut fresh winter-day which steels and hraces all the energies of man 

to contend againsl and to conquer a hard climate and unwilling soil. 

Wherever this clear hreeze is found, wherever this fresh spirit hlows, -

the Nation recognizes its own inward Life, and for its sake pardons other 

poetic faulls. - I know no belter explanation." 

All whom TEG!lta's works have made acquainted with his noble 

genius know however another explanation, together with the above, which 

is undoubtedly both correctly and ingeniously thought out, and has a 

great effect not only upon hi, Swedish popularity but also upon his Eu

ropean fame. Bul notwithstanding all lhat is Northern in the spirit and 

in the subject of his productions, his Poetry has all the richness and 

luxurious Beauty of the South. Indeed as respects his fresh hright colour

ing, and the cver-.pringing wealth of his thoughts and images, - he may 

be compared to the verdant crown oC an Ol'ange-b're, whoac strong and 

Ilure-beaming green is adorned with full-ripe fl'uil side by side with the 

newly-opened blossom! 

• The lou odeI' or re,>resentatiYe 01 tbe aboriglaal Ciaat (Mouat.lneer) occuraau 

01 old Scandiania. O. 8 • 

•• "Nardeal kraft ir trots, och 1.11. 
11' eo leger lor OIS ana, 

Ty, OlD ocl miD liin till .Iat, 

Fick mao andl lampa ut. 

-

Stormll' det, baa geraa brottll 

Emot ItormeD, geral blott.1 

Ladet brost, att 1 .... 0 ml 

Veta bur han bi.t "aa .1 .... 

lhr4e, Stanza I. 
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.A.PPElIDIX. 

FRITBIOF aod its LITERA TUftE. 

the first compleat Edition of Frithiof>6 Sasa. by Bishop TEGln!II, 

appeared in Stoelholm, in 1825. The 2nd Edition was published in the 

same year; the 3rd in 1827; the 4th in 1828; the 5th in 1831, and the 

6th will be published shorLly. Every Edition has been 2 or 3,000 strong, 

10 that from 12 to 15,(100 copies must have been distributed. 

I. Translatioos : 
A. - Compleat, 

German. 1. Ludo/f Schley. Upsala 1826. - Reprinted in Vienna, 1827. 

2. Amalie VOII HelwilJ. geborne Freyinn von Imhoff; Stultg31"t, 

1826; - 2nd Edition, 1832-

3. GotllieiJ Mohllilce. Stralsund, 1826; - 2nd Ed. 1830; - 3rd 

Ed. Leipzig, 1836. 

4. E. J. Mayerhoifj Berlin, 18.15. 
Danish. 5. H. F086. Bergen, 182ft - 2nd Ed. Christiania, 1827. 

6. J. P. Ml1ler. Kjobcnhavn, 18.16: In this Translalion, IRings 

Drapa' is from the pen of Filill MaSllu .. ell. 

7. A. E. Boye. Kjobcnhavn, 18.18. 
French. 8. M:lle R. du PUlJet. Paris, 18.'iI3. - This Translalion is in Prose. 

English. 9. Rev. 11'",. StrollS. London and Leipsig, 1833. 

10. Anonymous, several hands (H. G .• lP. E. F .• and R. C.) 

Paris and London, 1835. 

U. R. G. Lathmall. M. A. London, 1838. 
12- G. S.. Stoclholm and London, 18.19. 

B. - Partial. (In Periodicals, Review. etc.) 

1. K. Lappe. in Prose, in Wiener Zeitschrift f"tir Kunst, Litle

rator und Theater. 

2. C. A. Yalentiner. in Originalien aus dem Gebiete der Wahr-
heit, Kunst, Laune und Phantasie. Jahrg. 1832. No. 29. 

3.WilA. 11. So"hr. in Das MorgenblaU, No. 149-151. 

4. Herman v. Pom",~r Ephe. in Sundine. 18.14. 
5. J. J. Ampere. Ilngeborgs Klagan' (Lament). See Littcrarische 

. BlaUer der Borsenhalle, 1832. 
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6. Blackwood', Edinburgh Magaline, Feb. 1828-
7. Foreign Quarterly Review; No. V. Sept 1828. 

8. Prof. Lonl!fellow ~ North American Review, Boston and New
York, No. 96. July 1837. 

U. Musical Accompaniments. 
1. TolC SInger ur FrithioC. Saga, aC B. Crusell; Stoclholm, 1826. 

- Republished in Leipsig, 1827. 
2. SInger ur Frithiofs Saga af Crulell ~ arrangcrade fur Guilarre, 

aC Hildebrand; 4 Parts. 
3. Tre Slinger ur FrithioCs Saga, af (Grefvinnan Hedda Wran

gel. Stockholm, 18.28. 

4. Sanger ur Frithiofs Saga, satle i MUlik af P. C. Boman. 

Stockholm, 1828-
5. Fyra SAnger ur FrithioCs Saga, componerade af Adolf Sand

berg. Stockholm 1829. 
6. Tre Sloger ur Frilhiof. Saga, satle i Musil at S. M. Zan

ders. Stockholm, 1830. 
7. Schwedischc Lieder aUB Axel und Frilhiof, in MUBik gesetzt 

von CaroUne Ridderstolpe. Stoclholm, 1829. 
8. Vikinga-Balk (XV Gesang aUB }'rithiof. Sage) von Joseph 

PatntY" Mainz, Puis, Antwerpcn, 1822. 
9. Drcy Lieder aus der Frithiofa Sage, VOll F. SikAer. Tilbin

gen, 18.16. 
10. xn Songs to FrithioC. Saga (ot unchUlged from Cruse))) 

in the English Tranalation by G. S. 

m. Engravings. 
t. Baron H. Hanu·lton. Tjugufyra Tcckningar till Frilhiofs Sa

ga, 4 Parts. Stockholm, 1828. 
2. Framnas och Balestrand, Frithiofs och Ingcborgs hem, ma

lade af C. J. Fahlcrantz ~ Iilhografierade af M. J. An1car

svard. Stockholm, 1828. 
3. HolmlJerglSonl XXIV (unsuccessful) Teclningar. In the 5th 

Edition. Stockholm, 1831. 

4. n Lithographs in Strong's Translation, (from Mohnike.) 

5. XVI Original topographical and Antiquarian Engravings on 
Stonc, in tllc last English Translation (by G. S.) 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF 

BY 

BROR Ell. RlLDEBRAlQ), 
Royal Antiquarian ele. etc. oC Sweden. 

Tramlated from the Original SwedM" 

Our Poet, abandoning the simple words oC the ancient Saga, has described 

this precious Jewel, in his IIIrd Canto, in terms perCectly agreeing with 

the spirit oC antiquity. It is Counded on one oC the Chaunts in the Elder 

or Poetic Edda, Grimnismal, Grimner'$ Song ~ in whose description oC 

the XII Castles or Dwellings oC the Gods it has been not unreasonably 

supposed, ~at we find an allegorical representation oC the lnowledge 

possessed by the olden North respecting the Zodiac, and the Sun's annual 

course through its XII Constellations, called by the Scald Sun-houses. 

Those who are not acquainted with the above-mentioned Eddaic Challut, 

will perhap8 find acceptable a short statement oC its contents, so Car as 

oar present subject is concerned, togcther with a Cew explanatory remtll"ks 
upon the whole. 

In Gothaland ruled a King, GejrOcl by name, who made away with 
his brother, and thereby succeeded to the government after his Calher. -

Now there came up to his court an unlnown man who called himselC 

Grl·mner~ and who would give no Carther inCormation respecting who he 

was, although he was questioned thereupon. The King had been warned, 
by Fulla the messenger oC Frigga, to guard against a man versed in magic 

arts who had lately come into that land. The deseription given oC him 
agreed with Grimnel·'s person, and Gejrod, disregarding the laws oC 

hospitality, eommanded the stranger to be set betwCCD two fires. that he 

C 
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might he compelled to give up his real name. Grimner accordingly was 

tortured in this manner during VIII nights, and the fire had already 

begun to take hold upon his cloak, without anyone appearing to have 

pity on him. Then came Agnar forward, the son of GejrOd, and now 

ten years old. His faLher's cruelty he liked not, and reached the sufferer 

a Horn full of liquor, that he might refresh himself. Grimner, who was 
eventually fonnd to be no other than Oden himself, thanked the young 

Prince by chaunting to him a Song which received the name of Grimnis
mal (Grim ncr's Song) from his adopted appellation, and which is one of 

the most remarkable among all the mythical fragments to be found in 

the Edda. - After having,descl'ibed his torture, from the continually 

increasing heat, he praises Agnar for the compassion he hlld showed, and 

promises that he shllll one day be sole Lord over all the district of 
Gothaland. 

He then chaunts the XII Residences of the Gods, as follows: 

I. Y-DALla (Rain-vallies, or Hunting-valliel) where Uller had 

caused his Hall to be built. IDler, a Ion of Sif and the step-son of Thor, 

was the God of winter. Beautiful he was to look. upon, and so skilled in 

the long-bow and in skaiting, that no one could be compru:ed to him. 

Uller's Castle :wswers to the Sign of the Archer in the Zodiac, and from 

this date - about the 21st November - the old Scandinavians l-eckoned 
the commencement of the winter or the year. 

II. aLFDEIMa (Home or World of the Light-Fairies) was the dwelling 

of Frey. This he hlld got, in the beginning of time, on cutting his first 
tooth (som tandgllfva, at tann/e). Frey, the son of Niord, was one of 

the ehiefest among the Gods; he was called t!a" WI',,,~ and ruled over 
rain and lunshine; to him, therefore, offered they for good harvests. 

AUhcimr answers to the Zodiacal sign Capricorn, from the 20th of Dec. 

to the 20th of January. The Yule-Feast, whieh occurs within this period, 
was properly consecrated to him. 

III. "",usalliLF (Ville's in-air-hovering palace) was a .plendid and 

lofty CasUe, with a roof of shining silver, which Vale in the dawn of 

time had selected as his dwelling. He was the Ion of Odin (heaven) and 

Rinda (the hard-frozen earlh) and was a symbol of the victory of light 

over darkness. His month, in consequence of this, wa. called Li6.wi 
(Lucifer, Light-bearer) and festivals were held to celebrate the increasing 
daylight. The Catholic Fellum cantlelarum (Kyndelsmcssa, Candlemas. 

Feb. 2) had thus its source in heathenism, although Christianity gave it 
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another meaniog. Valaskjalf answers to the Sign of the WaLcl·-Be3l'er. 
(aboul from the 20 Jan. to the 19th of February). 

IV. SOcl.VADECIUl (the deep-streaming beck.) over which were alway 
breaking the cold billowlI of the sea, was inhabited by SaGa~ LheGoddcslI 
of History, whom Odin daily visited, drinking with her mead from out 
a golden bowl. The Myth seem. to relaLc to the ascent of the Sun from 
the billow. of the sea, which now begin to be loosenetl from their icy 
chains. SOcbabeckr, accordingly, answers to the Sign of the Fishes. 

from about the 19th of Feb. to the 2ht of Mareh. 
V. GLADSIIIIIK. (the Home of Gladness, or light) was the fifth Castle. 

Within its circuit stood the magnificent and gold-adorned Valhall, whose 
halls were covered with lances and buog with shields, and whose benchcs 
were overdrawn with coats of mail. A wolf stands hound by the door 
towards tbe wcst, and an cagle hovers over the entrance. There lIilteth 

Hropter (one of Odin's many names) selceting for himself those who have 
fallen in battle. Gladsheimr answers to the Sign of the Ram - from 

about the 21st of March to April 20 - during which time commcncetl 
the naval expeditions. 

VI. !».YJlBEIK. (the Thundcr-home) was inhabited by the Giant 

ThialSe~ who was killed by ThOl' as he flew, in the shape of an cagle, 
to Asg3rd that he might recover Idun. Assisted by Lokc's cunning, be 
had once before Cal'ried her ofF; but Loke had tak.en her back again at thc 
command of the Gods. Thiassc's daughter, Slead; ~ came armed Lo Asg3rd, 
to revenge her father's death; she howcver permitted herself Lo be appeasetl, 
and became the spouse of Niord. With him she should have lived ill 
Noatun, by the sea-side; but she could not bear the screaming of the 
sea-fowl, only remaincd there 3 nights at once, and thcn retircd to 

!»rym!ullill1' hcr father's mountain-hold, to hunt and slidc on scatc-shocs. 
Here she remaincd for 9 nights, returned thereupon to her husband, and 
in this manner continued to change hcr abode. !»rymheimr answers to 
the Sign of thc Bull, - from the 20th of April to the 21st of May -
when the transition commences from spring to summer. 

VII, lI8EmAIIJ.IK. (the Wide-shilDmering) was the Home of Balder, 
where nothing unclean could enter. The Myth of Balder, the Type of 
aU that is fair and noble, and his fan by blind HOder's arrow and by 
Lole', cunning, (darlness it is which overcomes the light) is too well 
lnown for it Lo be neccssary to repeat it here. It is the glol'Y of the 
Mythology of Lhe NOl'th, anll no hcathen people has anything more 
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beautiful to present u.. Breidablik answer. to the Sign of the Twill., 

from May 21 to June 21, when the SlIn reaches ita zenith in the heavens. 

till at last. on entering the next celestial Sign, it again begins its 
downward course in the firmament. 

VIII. RIlilINII10aG (Heaven-hill) stood at the end of heaven, where 

Heimdal, the Warder of the Gods, lived to guard tbeir Bridge Birrost 

(the Rainbow), so that the Giants should not pass over it. So abal'p

sighted is he, that he can see hundreds of miles roulld about him; his 

hearing is so 6ne, that hc hears the grass grow on the ground, and the 

wool on the hack of the sheep. When Muspel's sons, the giant-momters, 

advanee to the final conteat(Ragn:arok)bloweth he in his Trumpet (Gjalla.a·

hom), the sound of which is heard all the world about, to give warning 

to the Gods and summon them to arm for the battle. His Castle 

answers to the Zodillcal Sign of the Crab - from the 21st of June to 

the 23rd of July - when the sun begins to return from ita highest 

point in the heavens. 

IX. rOLUaNGa (Folk-steppe, plain of the Peoples) is inhabited by 

Freya, the daughter of Niord and Spouse of Oder. She was the Venus 

of the Northern mythology, and receives in her halls tlle one llalf of 

the heroes who fan in ballle, Odin receiving the other half. Folkvdng 

answereth to the Constellation the Lion - from July 23rd to August 

2.'Jrll - the dog-days, when the greatest heat rages. 

X. GLITllla (Bright-gleaming) was the tenth Castle, whose silver 

toof was supported by pillars of gold. Here dwelled Forstlttl. a son of 

Balder and Nanna, and the most righteous among Gods and Men, he 

from whose Doom-seat all disputants return reconcile!l. His Castle answers 

to the Sign of the Virgin (from the 23rd of August to the 24th of 

September) a period which ends with the Autumnal Equinox, when bolh 

clay and night are equal, and the Sun advances into the Sign of the 

Seales. The Northern Autumn-Ting was held in this month. 

XI. NO.lTU\( (the blameless Niord's Home) stood on the sea-shore. 

Niord was of the race of the Vaner, but was given as a hostage to the 

Asar, and aflerw:ard was adopted among them. He was the God of the 

air and the water, and on this account sacl'ifices were offered him for 

good fortune on the sea. From these sacrifices, this month was formerly 

called Blot- or offer-month. Noatun answers to the Sign of the Scales 

- from the ~th of Sel't. to the 22nd of OcloOCr. 
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XII. UNDViDI (the wide-stretched District) was " gl'C~at plain, uVer

gruwn with gl'as, and underwood. There dwelled Vidar, the son of Oden, 

aDd the silent God. Next to Thor he is the strongest among the Asar, 

and at the destruction of the world shall alay the Fenris-wolf, aner it 

bas been the bane of Oden, his Father. It answers to the Sign of the 

Scorpion in the Zodiac - from the 22011 of Oct. to the 22nd of Nov, 
and was the lalt month of lhe year, according to the romputatioll of 

tbe old North. 

Aner Grimner has thus sung the XU Castles of the Deities, or 

the twelve celestial Signa, he proceeds tu uther subjecta in the Mythology 

of the N01·th, and finishes with an anathema against King Gejl'od for 

his cruel erime.-But when the king observed that it was Odin himself, 

his own foslcrfather, whom he had tormented, he apl'ingeth hastily up tu 

free the God from his bands; therewith, huwever, hestllmbles,alld fallelh 

dead upon the point of hia own Sword. Odin then disappca!'cd, and 

Agnar became long ling in that land. 

More detailed explanations of these XII Houses of the Gods, and of 

their astronomical signification, will be found in the Danish Translation 

of the Elder Edda, Copenhagen, 1821 - t82.1; in the "Edda-lrel'C ," Co

penhagen 1824-1826; and in the l\lythologieal Lexicon to the Eddas, 
appended to the 3rd volume of "Edda Smmundar hins }<"I-oda ," Copen

hagen, 1828: all these three works are by the learned Professor Finll 

MII8I1US$ell. Compare also MOM ~ "Gcschichlc des Heidenthums in nord!. 

Europa," Vol. I, PI" 387 etc. Leipzig und Darmstadt, 18.22. Linf!~ 

"Eddornas Sinnebilds-Lara ," Stock-holm, 1819; Ge,)·e,.~ "Svea Riles Hif

der," Upsala, 1825, pp. 347 etc.; and S'udacla~ "Smmllnds Ed,la des 

Weiscn," tat. Abth. NUrnbcrg, 1829, pp. 75 etc. 

Besides the above Edda-chaunt, many other proofs might be advan("ed 

of the knowledge respecting the path of the Sun through the Zodiac, 
possessed by thc ancient Scandinavians. We may instance the XII names 

of Odin, which seem to refer to the same asu'onomical fact; and the 

c:lprcss testimony of Jordane! to Ihe Il"arning of the Gothic priests. He 
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at the lame time 8Cparately distinguishes theil' knowledge of the XII 
Zodiacal Signs, and of the COW'IC of the planets through them ele. 

To this day we meet, among the common people in Sweden, in
stances of a familiar acquaintance with many astronomical Constellations. 
This accms to have heen perpetuated from the earliest times; and according 
to Jordanes tile Goths k.new and named 346 stars. With this k.nowledge 

the Swedish Peasant even now helps himself forward in many distl"ict., 
so as to reckon the COW'IC of the Hours, to determine his farming oper
ations, and to find his way over the sea. From the very oldest times, 

the NOl·thman had his own Perpetual-Calendar, carved with Runes and 
other marls, eommonly upon a flat hoard or upon a sticl or sta1F. It 

was therefore usually called Rune-Stall' or Prim-StaJr, from the word 
p,.im~ which means the same as what in Catholic Calendars is called 
the Golden Letter. We sometimes find employed for this purpose thin 
.lips or leaves of wood or bone, and more l:itely parchment-leaves whieh 
folded up like a hool. Not seldom these marks were inseribed upon 
weapons, tools, furniture and ornaments, - for instance on the lance

staJT, axe-shaft. and slight boxes ete. 
Such Rune-Calendan or Rune-staves arc pNserved in great uumbers 

in the Public Collections of the three Northern kingdoms, and arc often 
enough found in the possession of private individuals, even among the 

common people, - and their general use only slowly began to give wa1 
at the commencement of the 17th century, in consequence of the supplies 
furnished of the Annual Almanachs. 

Although we do not lnow of the existence of any Rune-StafI' which 
can certainly be asserted to have belonged to the days of heathenism, 
we may yet from the U8C of Runes in reeloning time, and from several 
of the tolens occurring among the oldest of them, as well as from other 
reasons, - conclude Utat the use of the Rune-calendar was known in 

the North before Christianity and its computu.r ecc/e,ia6ticu.r were in
troduced among us. - As this is a circumstance altogether peculiar to the 
Northern nations, the Translator imagined he should confer much pleasure 
on such readers of this Saga as are not Scandinavians, by communieating 
the Drawing of a Rune-Calendar designed by the late Royal Antiquarian, 

Professor J. G. Liljegren, - such as we might imagine it was engraved 
on IIIGEIOI.G" .lU-r.IIIG. - In order to make its use more clearly under
slood, and in consequence, as we have before remarked, of there king 

no heathen "une-slall' remaining to be employed for the pm'posc, Professor 
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Liljegren believed he might venture an anachroni.m - by adorning thi. 

ancient ornament with a runc-calendar of more modern form, and some 
of whose signs refer to the sainu and feasta of the Christian faith. 

The construction of the Rune-Calendar was simple, hut perfectly 
suited for the purpose. It was divided according to the XII months of 

the year. In order to mark out. the days of the week, were employed 

the 7 first runes in the Alphabet: - ., (answering to our F and called 

Prej), \J eU-Ur), I> (the English TH-TAorn), ... or II (0-01), 

R (R-Reder), It (K-Kon), and. eH-Hasel) - one for every day 
in the week.. These runes are repeated in the same order, for all the 365 

days in the year, in t.he same manner as A, B, C, D, E, F, G, are 
employed for the same purpose in the Christian Calendars of the middle 
ages and even of later times. Consequently when one knew on what 

day the year began, it necessarily followed that the rune " marked. out 
the same day of the week all the year through. That rune which dis

tinguished the Sunday was called SOndags-runa (Sunday-rune) or Sllndags

bokstaf (Sunday-letter) - the litera domz'rlicalil of the Roman Eccle
siastical Calendar. - Every fourth year, or in what are called Leap

Years, on the 24th of Fchruary there was inserted a day which was not 
marked on the Rune-Staff, (sk.otldag - d,el lJilleztilu, intercalary day) .. 
from which it followed that in Leap-Years U,ere were two Sunday-runes, 

the first of which was counted up to the 24th of February, after which 
the rune immediately preceding became the Sunday-rune till the end of 

the year. As these changes of the days of the weck are renewed every 
28 years, such a period of 28 years was called a Sun-circle or Solar
cycle; and, by a particular method of calculation, one could at any time 
find the Sunday-rune for any particular year. - See "Liljegrens Rune

lara," Stockholm, 1832, p. 196-
Under the above-mentioned line of runes for the days of the week, 

the Rune-stall' has another rune-row, consisting of 19 runes or signs: -
r. n, &>, ... , R, t, *, I (i-i$),'" eA-Ar). ~ (S-SoI). l' (T 

-Tyr). g (B-Birkal), I' (L-Laser), 't' eM-Mader). ,f.. (0 when 
a vowel, R when a consonant - Or or Stupmader), ;f' (AL-Almasa). 
;K (Tvemaga or Tvimader), Q> (BelstAor), - called Prim or Prinl6taves, 
answering to the 19 cyphers or so-called Golden numbers of the Church
calendar, pointing out the periodical changes or revolution. of the Moon, 
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which aner Ibe lapse of 19 years fall upon the same days asain. TIle 

mdhod of finding the Prim or Golden Number, consisted in a simple 

calculation, which may be seen in the work. of Liljegren quoted above, 

pase 198. 
For the several annual Feasts occurring on· certain dc6nite days 

every year, there were placed over the line of runes for the days of the 

week., certain signs reminding of the feasts themselves. For instanee, at 

Yule (Christmas) there was a child in swaddling-c1othCl; on New-Year'. 

day, a Knife (Circumcision); on Twelfth-Day a Star; on the Days of 

the Virgin Mary, a Crown etc. What are called the Moveable Feasts, 

lIuch as the Chief day. in Lent, Pentecost ele. were governed by Easter

day which took place differently for different years - just as the Advent

Sundays depended upon Christmas day - for which reason these fea.ts 

could not be marked on the rune-staff. 

But besides all these, we have other Signs also occurring on the 

Rune-staff which relate to the change. of the Seasons or of vegetation 

and other similar natural circumstances, or to the labours and occupa

tions belonging to the different periods of the year ele. - Professor 

Liljegren has placed a number of these tokens on his drawing of Ingeborg's 
Armring; although, in order to give the whole a more symmetrical ap

pearance, they could not be stationed exactly over the particular days 

to which they belonged. 

We now proceed to the explanation of this Deaign. 

Along the upper part are the present usual names of the month., 

and beneath these the XII Signs of the Zodiac, such as they arc com
monly represented, placed within an arabesque composed by the Designer 

of twisting ornaments and fantastical figures in the antique northern 
style. The four small vignettes on the upper space give us images of the 

scenery of the north; during the different seasons of the year. In Fe
bruary we sec a cottage and some fir-trees covered with snow, while the 

sun can seareely lift itself above the ice-bridged sea. In May the in

spiring Spring-sun is .bining over a bay, which is shaded by leafy trees; 
along the coast a boat is sailing forward. In August we see the corn-barve.t, 

the hot dog-days now fierce raging. In November we have again a more 

than half-stripped landscape, the rays of the lun being hardly able to 
pend rat!' the dnwn-~'re3ming shnwcr. of rain. 
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Lowest along the drawing are given the ancienL names of the 

Months: - JlnRI (i»,ui, Thorre, Thor's month); rnl (Gui,Gllje-month); 

BNJlI (Blidhi, mild month); ntR-ti.l' (Vuant, alaocaUed Allar-month 

after a Goddes. of this name); *R.t1111 (Hraisi, Jou1'ney - month); 

Bl'n'fl11'RI (Blumstri, Flower-month); I1n'f'RI (Sumri, Sum mer

month); -tt.1'IJlR (Antidhr, Harvest-time); *fnlo-rN (Hauati, Autumn
month); ~I'ntl (Bluti, Offering or Home-lilIing month); nli.1'RI 
(Vintri, Winter-month); *lnl'l (Hiuli, Yule-month); which bas some
times been called rl'nrl (Glugi, Window-bole-month), either because 
the window (glugg) of tbc .UD seemed as it were closed, or beeaute of 

the intercalation here of those daYI which exceed the 360 or XU month., 
reckoning 30 days to cvery month. 

Above the andeDt Damcs of the months, the waxing and waning of 

the Moon - during its circle of 28 days and nights - i. exhibited by light 

and shade. At the same time a figure is inserlcd referring to the name 
of eyery month, or to those expeditions which belonged to the same, etc. 

- 1. An ancient Doom-Scat, consisting of a flat stone resting upon three 

.tump-lile blocu, as a mark of the Winter-Ting; together with two 
Drinling-horn., which refer to the still continuing Yule-feasL 2. A holy 
Ring, referring to the Disar-Sacrifice. 3. An Egg; hen. lay at this time. 

4. A Serpent, awakened from its winter-trance. 5. A Doom-Scat for the 
Sommer-Ting; also • Stork, wbich bird removes about tbi. time to 

Southern Sweden. 6. A Milk-pail, in consequence of tbi. being the 
ti.e when tbe cattle are led to pasture in dillant grasa-Iands and meadow. 

in the woods. 7. A Flower, under the bigh-beaming midsummer-.un, 
(tbe lummer-solstice). 8. A ray-darting SuD, muling the he:!t during 
tile dog-days. 9. A Doom-seat for the Autumn-Tin!; and a Bce-biye, 

betokening the time for collecting tbe Lonl'y of the bee, which was so 
necessary in the preparation of mead - the favourite drink of tbe Nortb
.... 10. An Ox and a Ilaughtering-Axe; the time for lilling meat. 
U. A Goose, referring to SL Martin', feast. 12. A Wbcel, tbe lun', 

tropic, winlcr-solstice; tosether with A dormer-light or window, referring 

to what has before been laid regarding the Yule-montla. 
AboYe this line i, the row 01 runes for the days of the wcek, 

auwering to tbe cyphen under the lower edge of the arabesques. Between 
these two lines we filld II part of the signs occurring on the Rune-Stall', 

B1Id the object "f whil'h has been described allOvc. Thl'ir signification is 

as foll"ws: -
6 
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I. 1. Two Drlnkillg-llOrn6 .. crolled; (J~n. 1). The New-Y 1'31'" 

feast and the continuing Yule-Festivities, when the Drinking-horns, filletl 

with ale and mead, went. incessantly around the board. 

2. .A risinG Sun; (same date). The commencing year, with 

the increasing day-light. 
II. 3. .A Star; (Jan. 6). TweInh-Day, or the feast of the 3 Kings, 

when the Star stopped over the manger of the Savio",. "n BethleMm. 
4. .A DrinkinG H01'n~ (same d.); the still continuing Yule-

festivities. 

III. 5 . .A Down-turMd Horn; (Jan. 13). The 19th Yule-day. 

Canute's day, when the Yule-Festivities were regarded as ended. accord

ing to the old Proverb; 

"Tjugonde dags Knut Knut's nineteenth day 

KUr Julen ut." Drives Yule away. 

IV. G. .A 1f7up; (same date). Refers to the driving out of Yule. 

7. .A Flail; (Jan. 14). The time for the farmer again to com

mence his labours. 

8. .A Doom-Stone. (Jan. 19); the Winter-Ting. 

V. 9. .A Fi,lu'nS-N«. (Jan. 25); Lhe time for winlel'-fishing with 

a net under the ice, - what is called Lhe ice-neL 

VI. 10. .A Torch, (Feb.2); Candle-mas-day, (fe6tum candelarum). 
It also l'efers to a more ancient heathen Feast, to celebrate the increasing 

day-light, as has been remarked before. 

11 . .A Blowins-hor". (BluMrn,) (Feb. 3); SL Blasius' day, 
probably referring to the name Bluiu,. which the ignorant might have' 

supposed conncctell with the word blowing, IIli,a. It is also regarded as 

connccted with the 61ast.r and storms which occur about this time, for 

which reason Bli,mu,odagen (the moss of St. Blasius), was regarded by 
the ancients as unfortunate. 

VII. 12. .A Pair of P,·lIcer,. (Feb. 6); SL Dorothea's day, this 
saint having been pinched with red-hot tongs. It sometimes belongs to 
the 9tIL of February, St. Apollonia's day, in consequence of the teeth of 

this Saint having been pulled out with similar pincers. 

13. .A Shoe-Iole. (Feb. 10); St. Scolastiea's day. The figure 

seems to refer to the name of the Saint. which in the language of the 

Northman was easily corrupted to Shoe-sole (,kosula). 

VIII. 14. .A Carpenter', axe, (Feb. 15); pointing out the time 
mosl luitable for felling trees for huiMing-limber. 
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IX. 15: A Stone, (Feb. 24); Mathias' day, the time for the com

menc€m{"nt of &he of tfm ~ce, iiccorfinf to dd Sii"Wi, 

"Matts lr.astar heta sten i s jon ," Mathias casts hot stones into the lale. 

This refers the Vee":f nateer"ei circeem{tanc{r Eirat th" til',$: $:"Wigins 

melt eemUDd ,teeecs wFeid{ stic:f 'p ou," the "WiittCl·. 

X. 16. A lJeamins Sun, (March 1); reminding us of the heautiful 
,un-,:fi,y da:f{ which {{suaHh set in ,h~,ut h1:g{"Ch. In{igad fre Scm, 

we often sec on some rune-staves the head of an old maD with a long 

beard' this refer", to th,"" same fmt, a€,eeiiding an oKh Prov,rr"i" -

"ffars silt ff'mh, wh{{eer head ,0 lonf hnth f,TIE • 

Lockar barnen utom viigg." Tempts the bairns to leave the wall. 

17, All ,feem a"TIE LeI' (±,he latEg, imp;m1:"rly '"'1:{"aved 

March 7); St. Perpctua's day. She was thrown to wild heasts and tor. 

by them in &,ieces. 

1'3, A Tr,', with,n{ leav;;;;;; (Man;h 12); tim, nhen 

tender buds of trees hegin to swell. 

dHI. A P4{msh, {f'&,,;;;ch remi"fing ihat alI farmbh' 

implements should now he put in order. 

XIV. 21. A Bi,hop', COfotl, (Afril 1); the daf of the Bishop 

SL 

XV. 22. A Boat under .m"/, (same date); the water is uow open 
for ",m,noyag!:{, 

TIEl. A Tree in leq/', (April 14); the shooting of the leaf. 

Tiburtius' day; it is also called Sumar or Sommarnfltt (Summer-night); 

becannr it Wr, from day U,,{t the uf sU;me,er Wit, form,€lu 

reckoned. 

ffVII. 

25. 

A Sff,,'uld, {ffpril 

Spen", (Ap£ili dY); 

St. ffidor's 

COrall'. (Georg"'r) day, refcrriug 

to the spear with which he slew the Dragon. 

26. Fla,f (samr ,ilitte, a3'r( someEimus thi! h"d oil 

commencemcnt of the Viling-expeditions; also, thc processions of latcr 

Cath"I;" time"r, 

lIIII. A d{'"d ,'n {f'ee, 25); the a;"{",,1 of Cuck"", 

XIX. 28. A Bird lyillg on an ess, (1st of May); Laying or 

hateY'"{'p-time, nhcn bird'''f was P"rhidden, 

XX. 29. A Swallow flyinS upward" (May 3); thc time when this 
bird arrives. The Swallow enjoys kind of ",nctitf from it, love f,,{' 

the oil mao; rcs,&"i£{,ing bird S"T,z£{h PC""{"''') 
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believe that it never remov", )'at lies in a winter-trance 'Ill Ule bottom 
oC the water, till the warmth or sprins tempts her up agaia. 

XXI. 30. A BNIUII 1 (111a, St); the breeding-time oC this tort 
oC fish. 

xxn. 3t. An Ear of corn. (May tS, according to other. Ma, 
25); the time when the winter-rye hegins to shoot into cu. The latter 
day is often represented by .ome flower •. 

32. .A Pitch-forle. (May 25, according to olhers June t2); the 
sea.on Cor manuring the ground, when this implement was employed. 

XXIII. 33 . .A Gimlet or. Born-. (June 3); the period proper for all 
sorts of repairs and joiners" work, before the hay-making begins. 

M . .AMille-pail. (properly the 31st of May); milking for what 
was called May-bulter; - the time when the catUe were driven for 
pasturage and milking to the wood8. 

XXIV. 35. .A youn6 B,.,.d l (June 5); the time when the young 
of forest-birds begin to fly. 

36. A F'·6Mng-rod. (June 8); Fishing,",lays. 
XXV. 37. .A Turnip. (June t7); St. Botolf', day (the old Turnip

man) when turnips began to be sown. 

XXVI. 38. Thtl Mid6uml7U1r-poie. or as it is usually called the 
May-pole. (Jnne 24); the day before, or Midsummer-Eve, the young 
people assemble to raise a high ~Ie, adorned with leaves flowers and 
ribbands el.e., aronnd which they afterwards dance the whole night 
through in the open air. 

XXVII. 39 . .A Bunch of Flower., (June 29); the time for collecting 
flowers and plants, for medical 01' magical purposes. 

XXVIII. 40. .A Bundle of letH!e6. (July 2); the leaf-plucking time, 
when leaf-branches nre" collected and tied in sheaves, to be dried and 
kept nl winter-fother for the sheep. 

XXIX. 4t . .A Scythtl. (July S); the commencement oC the hay-harvest. 
XXX. 42, 43. A Hay-ralce and t"e outline of a Barn. (July t5); 

Hay-Making. In distant meadows small Barns ore erected, where the 
dried hay is deposited and kept till the winter, when it is much easier 
to trnnsport it home over the frozen lakes and rivers. 

XXXI. 44. A Net. (day uncertain); Fishing-time. 
XXXII. 45. An Acorn. (Ju11 25); the time when Ute oak begins 

to set its fruit. 

46. .A eor,,-erooIc. (July 29); St. OloC's day. A~ the past year" 
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alocl of grain and other articles of provision begins to run short about 

this RIme, a no.,.. of Olgm'itg$"''itiCi1£iCilJ~ Crook. 
Olof's Mass. 

XXXIII~ 47. A Flail y (Aug~ to); the grain the cro~n> 

DOW t1£nYiCi.hed~ 

XXXIV. 48. A Harrow J (Aug. 15); the ICIIson for preparing the 

grOiCiiCin1£ to recciiCiC tbiCi iCiiCitumiCi~iCimn]. 

XXXV. 49. A Hop-plalltJ climbing round a polc, (Aug. 24); the 

hop-lCllson, for ale-brewing. 
so. Swnny~1£ 29) ; tInc dnIn iCi hen John 

was beheaded; it is also represented by a separated head lying on a charger. 

XXXVi 51, The iiCill aiCid a CriCitiCi1£~ d.); ded'iCin3 

of tIne sun or thc day-light. 

XXXVII. 53. A Fruit-baslcetJ (Sept. 8); fruit is 

XXXVlXIy 54. SWiCiltiCiW dommnYard~ 

now in the garden .. 

1iy, the tiiCi3]; 

for Swallows to eommcnce their departure; or, according to thc popui:lr 
idea, them to lini thc n,[[om tIne sea, pass n];ir .,..;ntg,iY-lra3ie];y 

XXXIX. 55. Boot J (Scp. 22); the rainy-season, wbeD morc 

protecting covering is necessary for the fcct. 

A J (29 [[epl.); autumn EquiniCiny WiCi ,nmnmlonillt 

find a pair of scales. to denote the market-time in certain districts. 

XLI. A (OeL 1£); tIne nha aUhnmn-fisIning. 

XUI. A tnh,,,,l-Carnt J (Oct 7); time Gor beginning to spin wool. 

XLIII. 59. A leajleS$ Tree J (Ocl. 1.(.); the fall of the leaf; Ca-

beginning of winter from this day. 

XLIV. A AtiCiW aiCi,t .4rro3Yy (Oc,~ t1); tay ot the cleiCim 

thoui3m,i aCi~i,nY,Hng the S7'i" to d"iCiillt 

with arrows. This day is also marked by a rolled-up banner, to denote 

the of th" expcdit;"ns fy& illhe ye1ir~ 

XLV. 61. A Boat turned upside down .. (Nov. 1); the close of 

the Viking-expeditioni for the tear, e3,d othi3& royagi>i~ 

XhVl. FiCinrlnn jlY£»[[J 3); dcdiCiXure birds 

passage (especially the Swan) from thc north. 

XhVIt Goo,ey {Xov. MmXin's To pr"dynr 

celebration of the feast the preceding evening, (for anniversary feasts 

commonly belong to the Vidils or eve before ea"h high day), belong" 

almOi? ~,ll Ihi> Swediit prOVil"i'» - nn£sled d"ose. 
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XLVIIL M. .II Horsc-lhoe~ (Nov. 19); a warning to shoc Ule 
horses carefully, that they may not slip on the ice or 011 the smooth 

roads. 

65. Two SIlOW-lhoes~ (Nov. 23); the time for ac::atiJlg on snow
shoes, and for hunting game by tracking them over the IDOW. (The day 
is also marked by a Bow). 

XLIX. 66. .II larse Shoe~ (day uncertain); it is now needful to 
provide the fcet with better covering against the winter-cold; it may also 
refer to the Myth respectiJlg Vidar, who is said to have worn an enorm
ous shoe. 

L. 67. .I Sledse~ (Dec. '); Sledging. 
LI. 68. .II Dri1J/d1Js-can~ (Dec. 9); time for brewing the Yule-ale. 
LIT. 69. .II WAHl ~ the Winter solstice. 

70. Two FI""'T,.ees~ (Dec. 20); The old Yule. It wa. formerly 
customary, and is still so in many districts, to place two Fir or Pine 
trees on Yule-Eve at the entrance of the house. It is still a part of the 
Children's Yule-sports, that a small pine tree, full of candles fruit and 
ornaments, shall be set on their table. 

The Rune-Staff has gradually undergone many changes, in consequence 
of attempb having been made partly to arrange it aner the New Style, 
and partly to make it more accordant with more modern reckonings. Its 
use was commonly k.nown up to the commencement of the 16th Century, 
but was supplanted by degrees, as has been already observed, by the annual 
and therefore more convenient Almanaas. Notwithstanding this, familiarity 
with itl signs was long regarded a8 so important that King Karl XI, by 
a Royal Letter dated July 5. 1684, issued at the request of the College of 
Antiquities, ordered - that all such pcl'sons as exhibited the greatest 
s\ill in carving Rune-staves and instructing the common people in their 
use, thus pcl'suading them again to adopt them in general, should enjoy 
freedom from all payments or taxes to his Majesty and the u·own. -
They are now preserved as mere antiquarian curiosities and, with Ule 
exception perhaps of some distant province where the peasantry may still 
be capable of understanding them, - their explanation has faileD within 
the limits of Antiquarian Research • 

• 
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Translated (rom the Icelandic text in "BjlJrner~ ~Klim--p'a 
Dater," a8 compared with a MS. in the Royal Library of 
Stockholm. and the Danish translation by RUN. Copenhagen. 
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if r i & t" i .0 f e g roe! n o. 

tr:fJe Saga of 
.:IF r i t fJ i 0 f t fJ e U 0 111. 

-
([(741" I. 

<Df lUng IttIt "nb ~b"rfttn llirin9~f"n: - t~eir 
d)llbren "nb t~etr be4f~. 

~bi8 eaga &eginB aB foaoroB. - .1fing ~ e t e gouerneb 
E5y g n".f"Ue, in tt orm"" j ~e bab tbree d)itbren; ~ et g e 
roa6 ~iB nrll fon, ~"tfb"n biB feconb, anb ~iB t~irb d)ilb 
md :fngebofg, a baug~ter. :fngeborg ma8 fllir to loof 
u~n, anb of great unberllanbing, anb maB recfoneb firll anb 
&ell among t~e fot)al offfpring. st~ere, mell of t~e fritb, flretd)# 
eb tbe flranb, anb t~ereupon tloob a confibera&le uiClage caUeb 
~"t ber'" ~"g e, m~ere rollB a ellnctuaft) anb a great stemple,. 
~ebgeb founb a&out mit~ a loftt' planf=morf. .s.;,ere roere mant) 
Q}obf, but ~"t be f maB t~e moll ~onoureb among t~em aa; 
CUlb fO aell(ou8 mere t~ofe ~eat~en men, t~Ilt t~et) ~ab for&ibben 
ant) barm being bone t~ere to eit~er man or bea11, nor coulb a 
male bat)e ant) cont)erfe roit~ a rooman. get E5yrflr"nb ma6 
t~e broeaing of t~e .1ting, but on t~e ot~er fibe t~e nrt~ maB a 
uiUage caUeb 5r(lmn4~, ro~ere nueb t~Ilt man ~i9~t a: ~o r fl en 
t~e fon of t) i r I n g, anb biB "iUage rat) oppofite tbe rejibenc:e of 
tbe .ling. a:~orflen'~ fpoufe bore 6im a fon (aUeb 5rlt~lof, 
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11)00 I1)d tOe tllaefl Clnb tlrongefJ of mm, Clnb, from eil vet\) 
poutO, rollel verfeb in Ila mllnner of e)1)loitf j Oere&p sot Oe tOe 
name S r it ~ i 0 r t ~ e ~ 0 t b, Ilnb rollel fo O~ in OiG frienbG 
tOllt au men roi!~eb Olm roea. 

~e .IinS'el djilbren IVere fUll poung, roOen tOeir motOer bieb. 
3n eo g n liueb Iln Oonoura&re ~omlln, clllleb ~ it bin g: Oe 
Cljleb to fo~er u~ tOe bausOter Of tOe .ling, anb roe roll! &rougOt 
up &1' Of m roell anb Cllre(ua", anb rod OlgOt :J n g e & 0 r« t ~ e 
SAir. Sdt~iof alfo roa8recei~eb a! fof}er~ilb &1' ~itbt ng 
tOe ~eoman, anb :Jnge&org roa! tOerefore Oi! fo~et'J!fif}er, 

anb tOe" troo fu~a'eb all otber djilbren. 9loro .ling ~et e" 
rfdje! &egan to melt Ill1)a" from Oi! OanbG, for Oe roll~eb olb. 
U;~orflen Oab tOe guarbianelOi~ of tOe tOirb part of~ihellrm, 
Clnb tOf! roQel 11 sreat f}rengtO to tOe .IinS, on tOat fibe roOere 
U; ~ 0 r fl e n ti~eb. U; ~ 0 r fl e n receiveb tOe .I1ns Cl! Of! suef}, 
Clnb fealleb ~im risOt COIle" e~er" tOirb "ear; &ut tOe .lIng recdDeb 
Clnb feaf}eb U;~orflen tOe otOer "ellrel. ~elge, ~eh" fon, 
foon &ecame 11 srellt facrificer to ~i! @tob~; Oe Ilnb ~IB &rotOer 
mcre &ut rittle frienb-fortunllte. U;~orflen Oab 11 flip nllmeb 
en i b Cl, wOidj mil! rmeb &" xv men on eadj fibe; 6ig6-
&uIll1Ildeb anb &enbeb mere itt! f}em Ilnb 11ern, fironglp ma! it 
&uilt nre an oceansfli~ 0), Ilnb ita fibeel mere IlrengtOeneb mitO 
iron. ettdj ma! Sri t ~ i 0 r' IlrenstO t~llt be roroeb t6e tmo om! 
Clt e nib" ., f}em: ead) oar mil! XIII elle long, anb otOerroife 
requireb tmo men to ~ull it. S d t ~ t 0 f feemeb to e~cer au tOe 
otOer pounS men of biB time, anb tOe .Iing'G font en~ieb Oim 
tOat Oe got more renomn tOlln tOe". stins ~ e I e nom fell fil, 
Clnb, a6 Oi6 1irenstO faileb Oim more anb more, Oe fummoneb 
OiG fone} to Oim Ilnb faib: 'stbi! filne' mill &e to mo beatO; 3 
prap POll tOerefore ever to Oave tOe fame frienbt at ~ OCl~e ~ab, 
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(or ~ fmll to me to require tOe oer, of r,otO fatOn anb fon, 
Itbor1ltn anb SfU~lof, in morb aub in beeb. !I faarrom 
fOaU tJe raife ouer me. t ~eh tOen e~ireb. !lfkr tOi8 It~Of. 
llen alfo feUfitf, anb fpote tbu8 to Sdt~iof ~i8 fon: 'ltOi8, 
mtJ fon, 3 beg of tbee, t~at tOou benbell t~" bi8J)Ojition to t~at 
of t~e fon! of t~e .ling, for tOi8 belong8 to tOdr Oonour anb 
bignitu; fiiU, 3 fnom in m" minb tOat tOou ellfo milt be abs 
uanceb. II taelrrom nalt tOou buUb me, ~te tOe cairn of 
.ling ~ e t e, on tOi8 fibe tOe fritO bomn btJ tOe feel, for tOere 
can roe befl Oolb counfel roito ead> otOer on tibingB from elfelr.' 
5 r i t ~ lor' fofiersbretOren roere Oi90t ~ j 6 r n anb If' m u n b j 
greelt men roere tOe" anb .mng. !i!( little elf tel' , It ~ 0 r 11 e n al fo 
bieb, anb Oi8 tBelrrow roCl! raifeb ouer Oim a8 Oe ~ab faib, bllt 
Sri t ~ i 0 f toot Oi8 lelnb anb t'reciou8 goob! after Oim. 

ct(J4p. II. 

iritIJiof fue' to ~n9t1,of9' t~e fiffer. Of t~e ~rot~er'. 

~om 5 d t ~ i 0 f becelme tOe mofi renoroneb of men, anb in 
aU manl" e~ercife8 anb roarlife e~roit8 Oe (,ore bim meU. 
~ j 6 f n, bi8 fotlersbrotOer, regarbeb Oe tbe mofi; ~u m 11 n b 
fefl)eb tbem botO. ltOe fbip Ie t 1 i b Cl, tbe mofi preclou8 tbing, 
be Oeireb after biB fatber, anb anotOer ualuelble, an !lrmring, 
robofe life roa~ not founb in norway. eo generou8 a cr,ief 
roa6 S r t t ~ i 0 f, tbat moll men felib be roall no roa" inferior 
in Oonour to tbe troo brotberll tOemferuell, e~cept in finsl" birtO. 
Sol' tOi! celufe t~e Jting'8 fon8 Oab feub anb enmitu roitO 
5 r t t ~ t 0 f, ~igbl" refenting tbat be fboulb be caUeb a greater 
man tOan tbe", befibeB robicf) tbtl' fuBpecteb tbat ::J n a e b 0 r a 
aRb 5 d t ~ i 0 f Oab an affection for ea~ otber. ~ it came 
to t'Cl~ tbat tbe .ling'lI eon! ba" to feef tOe ~t'italit" of 8 d. 
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t~iof, t~eir tributarl.', at S1'AmnAG, cmb, aC~'Ol'bins to &i5 
(utlom , 6e featleb t~em aU more masni~cent(1.' t~an t~e~ 

~ab been accutlomeb to. :J n g e" 0 r g w~ affo t~ere, anb 
ta(feb wit~ S r it ~ i 0 f lons. 'X~at @ofb=:~ins of pour!" faib 
t6e Jting'o baug6ter to ~im, cia beautiful.. c~u fa~ true,' 
fq)fieb Sri t ~ i 0 f. ~fter t~i5, t~e t8fot~eri ;oumieb ~ome, 
anb t~eir em)1.' againtl S r it ~ i 0 f wa~eb greater anb greater. 
e~ortll.' after, sreat 6eauine~ of 6eart feiaeb Sri t ~ i 0 f j 23 i & l' n , 
{)ia fOller"brot~er, "quetlioneb bim t~e caufe {)ereof, anb {)e anfwmb 
6im, '~ am minbeb to all for :J n g e "0 r g , for t~oug~ in 
bignit\.l ~ am not equal to 6er brot~erB I I.'et 15 mp power, 
met~infa I not le~.' '~et u5 bo fo,. faib 23 j & l' n, anb t6en 
went S l' i t ~ i 0 f, wit~ bi»er5 of 6i5 foUowero, to meet t6e 
!8rotber8. Xbe .5ting5 fat on t~eir fat~er'o t8arrom. Sri t ~ t 0 f 
fpore rig~t weU, at fatl abuandng ~i5 requetl, to obtain t{)e {)Qnb 
of ::J n g e b 0 r g t{)eir titler. X~e .1ting5 anfwereb 6im, '~t i5 
not, inbeeb, wiferl.' fous6t of tOee, t~at we f60u(b siue ber to R 

man not fpruns of fingll.' broob; we nom fuUI.' bi5mi9 tbl.' fuit: 
'Xben I' faib S d t ~ i 0 f, 'i5 ml.' erranb foon ~nif~eb; (mt 
remember, o~ tbe otber banb, tbat ~ miU neuer si»e pou 6erp I 
t60ugb POU mal.' werl require it.' X6el.' rq)lieb, Ct~el) fbolllb neuer 
(are for tbat.· S d t ~ 10 f t6en wenbeb {)ome agClin, anb 6iB 
glabnep of minb retllrneb unto 6im. 

<t () " p. I II. 
lUng llling'9 war.befiAnce AgAinfi t~e fonG of IJtlt. 

min g wao a .fins ~isbt w~o rufeb o»er llingarite, a part 
of norwAY. ~e wCl~ Cl ridj anb mi9~tl) .fing, anb of goob 
.,refence, t~oug~ now Clbuanceb in \,ltarO. lt~u8 (pofe be to Oi8 
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men; '~ 641)' founb t~a, t~e eon! of ~ele t~e Jring ~aDe 
{,roren tOtir frienbf~ip lUit~ 5 r t t ~ i 0 f, a et}ief renolUneb il{,oue 
all otOer!. 9loIU ~ lUiCI fenb megenger! to t~efe .ting~, IU~O f~arl 

offer tOem fuet} conbhionB, t~4t t~e" fOall fll&mit to m" aut~ori~ 
anb 1''''' me tri&ute, or t~at ~ lUirl come lUitO (t great arm" 
49ainl1 t~em. 9101' lUill t~i! (,e bifflcult to bo, for neit~er ~aDe 
tO~ force! arme!) a94inl1 me, nor ~aue t~ep fliU anb lUi6bom, 
anb it moulb &e a great glo~ to me in m" olb age t~uB to 
(u&bue tOem to mp Oanb.' ~erell4'On lUent me~enger5 to t~e 

&rotOn-fingB 4nb tOu6 (pore: '.ling II i n g fenb6 unto "Oil t~i! 

mefJAge, t~at "e fOall fenb tri&ute unto ~im, or t~at Oe lUiU 
fcu)4ge anb fa" IU(tile "Ollr ringbom.' ~tP anflUereb, 't~tP lUourb 
not, in tOeir "oung ba,,!, leilrn tOat IU~idj t~ep lUou(b neDer 
rnon> lUOen o(b, tOat tOt\) f~ou'b f~amefuU" bo Oim feruice: n>e 
lUiU noIU a~emble aa tOe lUarrior! lUe Ciln.' stOi! lUa6 bone. 
!But wOen tOe" filIU tOilt tOeir fig~ting.men lUere &ut felU, tO~ 
fent :S II bin g, Oi! fol1erfatOer, to 5 r i t ~ to f, pra"ing ~im 
to come to tOe Oelp Of t~e prince!. 5 r I t ~ i 0 f lUa! fitting at 
tiOe' lUOen ~ U bl n g, coming in, tOu! fi'ofe: '£)ur .Ring! 
fenb anb fa'ute t~ee, ilnb pr4\) tOat t~ou lUoufbel1 go up to tOeil' 
Odp to &attre ilgainl1 .ting llt ng, lUOO lUia uiolentl" ilnb 
unjuii'" ilttillf t~eir filnb." 5 ri t ~l 0 f ilnflUereb Oim not one 
morb, but faib to ~ j 6 r n, lUi to lUOom ~e lUil6 pfilping -
'~ere i6 nDIU il fquare, fotlerbrotOer, betnleen t~e piece6, anb 
tOilt "Oil cannot et}ange; &ut ~ lUiU djoofe tOe reb, ilnb fee if 
it can e!capc.' ~Ubtng t~en fpore again, c~n t~i! manner 
.ting ~ el g e pr4\)eb me to abbreg tOee, 5 rl t ~ t 0 f, t~at 

tOou fOoulbe1i go in t~i6 e~bition, 01' t~ilt a terrible fate f~oulb 
&ef'" t~ee lUOen tOe ~1'ot~er6 returneb t~erefrom" ~ j& r n noIU 
erieb out, '~ere i~ a bou&fe game ~ere, fotler=brot~er, anb 
t~ere are lttlo lU4\)6 Of pla\)ing it: 5 ri t ~ i 0 f faib, c~n tOat 
(ilfe 3 lUoull) abuife t~ee to &1'in9 out t~e .ling to &attle; tOert 
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1ft4\) tben roiainSr" ie a bouile ~lCl\l for me.' 9lo ot~er flnb Of 
fentente got 61 t bin {J to ~if manb, iut b~rteb ~llffiTp illd 
asain to meet tbe .ting6, anb tolb tbem S d t ~ 1 0 f" anfioer. 
~ev qlleflioneb :S Ubi n g ro~(\t meani ng ~e mig~t brllW from 
sdt~ior' roorbU :Sltblng faib, 'sm~en ~e f\)ofe Of tbe 
fqullfe ietroeen tbe .,iecd, ~e mllfl ~aue it.en an~iou6 for bel"" 
in t~i6 e~bition roitb pou; &ut ro~en ~e rooulb ~ut ~i6 ~Ilnb 
to t~e fair ~be~spiece, ~e mufl baue *ug~t of :J n g e " 0 r {J 

"our fifler, guarll anb lVa~ ~er t~erefore roeU (mb roife{p; t~en 
robcn ~ ~reatenebl ~im witb pour fierce reuenge, ~ j 6 r n res 
gelrbeb it d (\ bouiCe ~ClP, &ut 5 r 1 t ~ I 0 f falb t~t t~e .tina 
fboulb ffrfl 6e irougbt to action, anb tbelt ji)ofe Oe Of.ting 
1l t n g: st~en ~~reb tbe" for iattle, iut ffrfl caufeb :J n, 
g e " 0 t' 6 togetber roit~ VIII of ~er bamfef8 to ie remoueb to 
~ AI b er".:S Age, faping tbat S d t ~ 1 0 f roou(b not &e ra~ 
enougb to go anb meet bel' t~ere, for t~at no one bareb ~rOfane 
t~elt eancmarp. stbe troo iBrotberB tOen mar~eb foutOroarb8 to 
:JabAt', clUb founb .sting III n g in E5ofne,founb. !mbat 
mofl enrageb tbat ~rince rod, t~t tbe mro~erB Oab falb 't~ 
were a(bameb of figbting roit~ a man fO o(b, tOat Oe coillb not 
get on 6orfe()acf roit60ut fome ~el~" 

ct(Jap. IV. 

Idtl;iof goe' to ltalbn'.-e49f. 

@30 foon a8 tOe .Iln96 roere gone, tooP St'lt~lof ~n ~im 
Oi6 mofl ~reciou6 bre~, anb ~(aceb ~i6 QJoTMRing tOe @Joob ~n 

Oi6 ~(\nb. stben tOe fofler&rotber8 roent boron -to tOe feafibe, anb 
brero fortb e t Ii b A. ~ j 6 t' n faib, 'roOit~r (baa roe noro boll> 

118, 
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u8, fofferbrot~er1' 'Zo ~Albet"d'6A8e,' anfh'mb Sri. 
'~iof, 'to jeff mit~ :Jn8ebof8.' '~t i8 not merr bone,' 
faib 1; j & f n, 'to braro bown tbe anger of tbe OJob8 u~n u8.' 
'~Ilt fbarr now be trieb;' rcturneb S d t ~ i 0 f, 'but, boweuer, 
~ "arue :J n iT e b 0 f 6 'f fauor more tban ~ AI be r",' 9lfter 
t~iB, tbtl' roroeb ouer tbe fritb, anb went up to 1; A I be r'ds 

6 A iT e, anb into :J n 8 e b 0 f 6" fSoroer. Sbe fat t~ere roitb 
ber VIII ~oung maib8, anb VIII were tbofe alfo wbo bab noro 
come t~itber; anb aU was bung about witb pearl8, anb tapefirieb 
roitb c1Il'iou8l\)CWOuen dotb. :J n g e b 0 f g tben ffoob up anb 
faib , '2Bb~ art tbou fO bolb, S r t t ~ i 0 f, a8 to come bitber 
againfl tbe roiU of mt) fSrl'tber8, cmb &ringil1g bo\t\l1 t~e roratb 
of tbe @ob8 upon tbee l' S r t t ~ I 0 f Ilnfwmb, '~oweuer tbat 
milt) be, ffirr ~ uatue more tbt) roue tban tbe rage Of tbe @Job8!' 
:Jngeborg faib, '~bou (bart be welcome, Clnb aU tbt) men 
roitb t6ee,' anb tben tnabe ~be room for bim to fit bl) ber fibe, 
anb brnnf to bim in tbe finefi wine; Ilnb fo f(lt tbct) tbtre, 
iefling merrill) togetber. stl)en faro :J n iT e b 0 r 8 tbe beClutiful 
8Ung upon bi8 banb, Clnb queflioneb bim wbet6er tbe jewel WClI 
biB oron 1 S r 1 t lJ t 0 f faib it wall, Clnb t6en pr(lifeb fbe it 
e~ceebingrl). '~rom,' faib S d t ~ i 0 f, 'giue tbee tbl8 millg, 
if tboll bofl promife neuer to part tbereroitb, but witt fenb it to 
me roben tbou wilt feep it no longer; (lnb n'it~ it win we p(jgbt 
our trotb roitb eatt otber.' eo were tbct) bctrotbeb, d}(lnging 
8lingl!l toget6er. Sd.t~lof was Often bv nigbt in 1;Alber'd. 
6Age, anb betoof 6imfdf tbitbcr ead) bClV (lIfo, to iofe witb 
:Jnge&org. 

2 
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<Df iritJ;fof Clnb tlJe E!Sond of fBtlt. 

9loro muff roe (pear of tbe ~rotbeN, bOt\) t~at tbe" founb 
.1ting R i n (f, but t~at ~e ~ab a far ffronger force tban t~~. 
IDlefjenger~ roent bettueen tbem t~erefore, anb trieb to arrangt. 
tbe matter, fO tbllt no bOllilitie~ rooulb occllr. .ling R t n ~ 
wa~ faib to be roiaing to meet tbem peacefuU", on conbition 
t~at t~e" fubmitteb to ~i6 rule, anb gaue ~im in merriese t~eir 

filler :J n g e b 0 r g t ~ e f Cl t r, togetber roit~ tbe tbirl> part of 
eU tbeir propert". sto tbefle t~ins6 tbe .tins! asreeb, for tbe" 
faro tbat tbe" bab to bo roitb t~eir ouermatd), anb QU roa6 
mal'e fall anb firml" prom i feb , anb tbe marriage roa6 to tare 
place at E!Sogne, robit~er Ring roat'! to So to meet bi~ be, 
.trot~eb. inoro mard) rbe ~rotber! bl,\me roit~ tbeir marriort'!, 
Qnb are to tbe uttermoll enrageb. faut rob en Sf i t IJ i 0 f tboll9~t 
it lifell,) tbat t6e mrotber6 tuOulb retnrn, be t~u~ abbrefjeb tbe 
baugbter of tbe .sting: - 'trueU Qnb b~pitabl" Oaff tOOIl receiueb 
u~, anb ~ Cl' bet' our ~oil bMb not been bi{pleafeb roitb u6; 
but roben tbon finbeff tbat tbe jtin9~ are come 60me, {preab 
fair linen cCot~~ ouer t~e ~arl of t~e I:>ifar, for tbat it'! t~e 

6ig6eil in tbi~ rempCe, Qnb roe roaU fee t6em from I,\ur uiUage.' 
Z~e Jting'6 baligbter faib, 'We bib not folCoro tbe abuice anb 
;ubgement of I,\t~ert'! roben I,)e bib t~it'!; but certainr" muff me 
finbr" receiue our frienbt'! robtn tbe" ~aue come to u6.· S r is 
t IJ I 0 f after t~i~ betoof bim 60me, anb ne~t morning ment 
earr" out; anb roben Oe bab returneb, be quob t~it'! fong: 

'Zbi~ roiCC 3 fal,) our 
2llarrior~ aU, t6at 
~Cainrl,) are oucr tbofe 
~reafant failingt'!; 
5igbting=mcn! mount not 
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lt~en roent t~e~ out, anb aU fllro t~at t~e .!;laC! of t~e J:)l" 
far roa8 couereb roit~ ro~ite linen. ~ j & r n erieb out, '~oro muff 
t~e Jting6 be returneb ~ome, anb &ut ~ort enollg~ roiU t~e time 
&e t~at roe f~aa fit in peace; it rooulb &e &eff, met~inf6, to 
eoaect our force6;' anb io bib t~e\?, t~e common people aTfo anb 
man" jlrong men &eing a'emMeb. ~~e fBrot~ert! foon (earneb 
aU t~efe act8 of 5dt~iof, anb ro~at ~it! force8 roere. Jting 
:) e I g e faib t~en, '~onberfuT 3 beem it, t~at ~ 41 be r f~olllb 

fubmit to aU finbtl of infllrt from Sri t ~ I 0 f; &lIt noro roia 
roe fenb· me~enger6 to ~im, to fnoro robat term8 ~e roia offer 
u8, or· propofe to ~im to (eaue t~e count~; for :;s fee not t~at 
roe ~aue fu~ flrengt~, at t~e prefent, a6 t~at roe f~oulb &e able 
to fig~t againl1 ~im.· 5 r it ~ i 0 f'~ frienbt! anb :) it bin g , 
bit! fofferfat~er, carrieb t~mfore t~e falutation of t~e sting£! to 
bim anb fpofe t6utl: - 'lt~e Wrince8 roia be reconcileb to t~ee, 

5 d t ~ i 0 f, if t~ou boll fetdj from t~e <Dr Pneys:Jella nM t~e 
tribute ro~i~ ~atl not &een paib finc. Sing ~ e I e bieb; for 
t~e~ roant treajure, being a&out to giue aroa~ in marriage 
:J n 6 e b 0 r 6 t~eir filler bororieb roit~ mu~ roeart~.· Sri t ~ i 0 f 
anfmereb, '(lnl" one t~ing can Ceab to peace &etroeen uti, our 
"enerating t~e fin8men roe ~aue ~ab, for no faitf> put ~ in 
t~efe fBrot~er'. £)n one conbition, ~oroeuer, roi« ~ jlipu(ate 
quiet, tbat aa our propert~ f~aU rell in peace, ro~ire:;s am 
abfent: st~i8 roatl promifeb, anb confirmeb roit~ oat~tI. 5 rt. 
t ~ i 0 f noro prepareb ~im for ~i8 e~ebition, anb ~ofe out ~i8 

men, aCt bolb anb fit for roar: XVIII roere t~e" toget~er. lt~ere 

queffioneb Sri t ~ 10 f, robet~er be rooulb not go to .ling:) e 16 e 
anb be reconcileb to f>im, anb beprecate t~e rage of ~ 41 b er ? 
~e repTieb; 'ltOi8 roia :;s (roear, not to aft peace of Jtitlg :) e I g e.' 
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~21'ftcr t~i6, ~e roent on boarb .e II i b", cmb f"iCeb out ,,(ong 
E5o(fnlsfrit~. - mOll) ro~en S r it ~iof ~ab gone from ~i6 

bomesl"nl', Sins 6" 1fb a n fpore t~1I6 to 6 e I (f e ~i6 brot~er: 
'IDZII~ more en erg!) rooulb it reoro on our pbe, if S r 1 t ~ i 0 f 
fuffereb fome puniBbment for bi6 crime; roc roia tberefore burn 
biB uiUage, anb raife fll~ " jlorm againjl ~im "nb ~i6 men, 
t~at tbel) f{)"U nel)er profpcr.' 6 e I g e faib, it reou(b fo be. 
St6el) tben bllrneb up aU tbe l)iaaSe at Sramn4~, anb pluns 

bcrcb aU ~i6 propertl). 2(fttr t~iB, tbel) fent for troD roitd}e6, 
6 e i be anb 6 a m g I "m u, anb 9\ll)e tbem prefent6 tbat tbel) 
fboulb fenb fud} a borribfe tempejl "sainjl S r it ~ i 0 f anb ~i6 

foUotl.1erB, t~at tbcl) f~oulb aU peri6~ in tbe fe". St~e ~ClS5 

accorbinsll) practifcb aU t~eir roitd}craft, anb rocnt up to " ~iS~ 
place 0) tl.1itb manl) imprecationB "nb incantation6. 

([(tAp. VI, 

iritbi.oft .e,tpebUion to t~e 0rrney'. 

9loro Inbcn, S d t ~ 10 f anb biB mcn ~ab lcft E5ognl=frlt~ 
bebinb tbem, teerc arofe " great tlorm anb Cl miS~tI) roinb, fo 
t~M t~e lnaue6 togeb e~'cecbin9f\) anb tbe reip roa6 bril)en uiolentll) 
ClrOnS, for it roa6 unfaben anb a lisbt ~niftsfailins ue,er. Stbi5 
fong t~cn d}Clunteb 5 d t ~ i 0 f: 

'IDZI) roeUscarr'b reip from eso~n,i 

~eatr\) ~ ret fail forroClrb; 
@)oresmourning, mail'enB fat 
'IDZib ~ ell b e r'~ Xemple=srol)e6 • 

• ) ~~cn l\Iitct;e' lOoulb flldC mlljtcrie' or iml)ftcate CUffe' on t~eir 
enemie6, a (oftl) Sittin!r-II(/lCe IllO' tOllllrllctcb of Ill~icf) t~CI) toot 
lIoOdion Illit" Ulllnl) mllgicol ceremonid. 
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fair ggH'Iib~ {£zug~ 

g}e'b (01)t, e'cn f~oulb If I t i b a 
enb ,anb go bZitrZiiliR!' 
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'~eU tUoulb it be,. faib l3 j 15 r n, 'if t~ou 6abll fomct6ing 
bettcZi bo tban Ibilging ssbout m£ziben~ l3 e r'bs 
:5 a g eo' 'mot t~e le~ tUoulb it be for t~at,' obfcrt>eb 5 d t ~ i 0 f. 

nortbkliinb to , 
i6fanb~ caUeb t~e E5otunber<Jslanbd. st~en tUa' t~e f}orm at 
it! S d () i 

"(bsintl fl\l "ZitU, ZiiJHg~ 

eiroift ba~~ct~ t~e fca; 
roitb) 

£cal)e t1orm:roauc~ t~eir beb: 
11 b r:J bZittle 

910ro 'mib fu~ &reafcr6, 
E501mRber tZib~; 

eirocU roomen:roal)c~ ~ere!' 
b'ZiEkgvt to liilihber ::Jt{IZil4, 

t~ere to abU>e. ~ut t~e roeat~er fubbenfp faWng ncarlp calm, 
t6el) djangeb t(>eir courfe abain anb faileb ilihlilih"V 
iZif"nbb, ~liiirq'b roEl: noro trliit~ ilihsbilihge, t~c*p 

~ab a faul,)urable &rce3e aro~ile; but, ro~e" t~e roinb began to 
mori £znb ,5 t ~ qUib 

'~ar ~ence, at Sramnad, 
Ea~ 

9R1) ::J" g e b 0 r g merrill,) 
meet 

moro jQaU :J fail, roi(b 
OEll's -

fi9~tll,l ml) long:brason 
feat{ f~aU aroab!' 
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~llt ro~en t~tl' ~nb come far out to fea I t~e oceem ba~eb 
fllriou6l\) for t~e feconb time I aUb a migf)tl,) florm arofe roit~ fo 
mudj ,lett anb fnoro t~at no man coulb fee t~e fiem of tbe 
ue~ef from t~e flern t~ereof. lt~e waue! al fo bent oucr t~e fbip I 
fo t~at tbe men &aleb roitbout ceajing. lt~en reciteb S r t t ~ to f 
t~i6 djaunt: 

'5or roaue! anb for roitdjllfprllng 
iBbirlsllormtl noug~t fee roe, 
!8olb Sylres~eroeB flung 
5ar on t~e beep. 
~ibb'n S61unber ~arbourB -
.vere flanb wc tos~tber, 
@igl)teen men &aring 
.en t ba to faue!' 

l3 j 0 r n remarfeb, '~e mee~ mall\) a ~inbr"nce wbo 
wnnberet~ far!' - 'ltrue it i!, foflerbrot~er,' faib S r it ~ i 0 f, 
nnb djallnteb tbu6: 

"ltio 6 e1g e 'saintl 6 rimfa ~e 
etnb! 6 ran'~ froeUing ballsbterB; 
~ow biff'rent m\) bris~t f8ribe'e 
l3 alb e r II feen fige!! -
ltbe .ninS'. foul ll'iU , anb :Jn6'bor6'~ 
50nb wi!~ I bow roibe apnrt! 
£)n ber ml,) foul repofetb I 
£)n ber; m\) nfe I ml,) loue!' 

'3t mRl,) wea be ,t fa\)! l3 j 0 r n, 'tbat fbe roifbet~ tbee 
better tbnn 'tie bere I fmt euen tbi! i6 not to be complaineb of.' 
- 'fme mufl noro I' anfroeret~ Sri t ~ i 0 f, 'trv w~at befp our 
bolb w"rsmen can siue u6; but snorc pleafant woulb it be in 
~ al be r'lS ~ a g e.' ltben 'san t~el,) prq)llfe flgbt floutll,) 
asainfl t~e florm I for soob men anb true roere tbtl' a;embleb 
t~ere on boarb I anb tbeir {jgbt fbip wae tbe befl tbat coulb 
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aft t~d' 9l0d't~.2affb. ~~ereafter finget~ 5 f t t ~ f 0 f 

C~r faCt It)a\)e6 noug~t fee It)e, 
J,?m: failing far It)eflrvar~, 

~~ite, nfe 
J,?eauee 118 if afar! 
f.8iflOlt16, fl)riU"founbing, 
eili4 n3fHS9t6 td'fe 
'IDlib et)er~fierce It)au~ebbie6 

If II i b 4 ie ~urn!' 
t~4'k) a Sd'eat ~ea# fo 

fafMHlilinS. f i ~ i f 
'ESea6 prebSe me merrirtl! 
@LzjW.arS, t~q;,,'U mourTt f~r$RRb ::s 
EShzf 'iliib ~'UI'"H'#" 

~~ere fVeet6 ratl ro~ite~brea~ing.' 

s5t~bTrell t~ou, t~en" faib :a j f n, Ct~at t~efe 90S"'" 
iliaif::>m6 mourS let mauZJ t##d'r~ <x~ter U)4'tl 
woulb, :J troro,' anfroereb S t' i t ~ i 0 f. f.8ut t~e fea.flream6 
nOlt1 froept fo, t~at t~e\! poure~in rife unto torrent6. 2rU tloob 
fatl s ~O'fj47\)er f047 t~ci47 rois ms16 , anb kigf)[ ~arZJZJ It)"'e 
t~c men on boarb ~er. 5t~en qllob :a 0 f n t~u~: 

'ESure ne\)er aU ouer 
~iSolt) ~er (tJue, 

6ure neuer brig~t brii:'e can 
mib t~ee fO to .per fibe, man! 
!BJRne ",s\! eZJne , 
ESart"burn noug~t quen~e6; 
IDh) big braron.arm rube meanr\! 

bithTg fe4'ztl" !f 
2t ~ m u b obferueb: fnrm 16 tf)4're POtS, ar¥n6 

being trieb a little, for pOll ~ab no merq, on ue It)~0 ra\! rubbing 
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our eoe! fO be~iringr", rl'~at time rl'e formerr" floob up ro 
earr" in :e At b e t"~ :5 A 8 e: '!But rl'~o bofl not fing, ~Um un b?' 
faib 5 t' l t ~ l of. 'st~at roaa not be arl'antiug' ftll)5 l( ~ m u n b, 
anb beginnet~ t~i~ fong : 

'~ba rp fa ili ns it rl'a8 ~ere, 
st~e roip, - fea~ fore beating; 
!!I5, one man 'gainfl eig~t, :J 
Dn boarb bab to morf. 
sto t~e toomen'B bOrl'er breaffafl 
more 3 more c6arm'b, t~an 
.Ie It l b A ~ere baiting 
'9}lib ~ig~ bonib ",aue! I' 

'stbou bOIl not fal) le~ a{)out t~" ~elp, t~an it i~'; at1ll 
frl'erB 5dt~lof fmlling, Crmt I)et t~ou rl'entefl ~eablong into 
t~ race Of t~raaB, ,\)~en t~ou rl'ou(bfl perforce labour in t~e 

rit~enB: inOrl' rofe t~e florm once more, fo t~at t~e fierce fnorl" 
mountainB rl'~id) brofe anb barotb on aa fibeB againfl t~e f~ip, 

feemeb to aa rl'~0 rl'ere on boarb rat~er &0 lifen great rodB anb 
enormouB diff8 t~an common n1aueB. st~en quob 5 d t ~ l 0 f: 

'~at :J carele~ on cuf~ion~ 
~n :e41ber'~ cool temple, 
sto tbe jfing'~ baugbter boubtle9 
Il)are 3 teU rl'b a t 3 fnorl'; 
II A n'~ rauifl>ing fea.bel) 
8lig~t quiet 3 afcenb nOrl'; 
mut :J n 6'& 0 t' a'~, fome otber 
iJonb fuitor foon tafe~!' 

:e j ch n faib, '\Sore forrOrl' ~aue nJe nOrl' at banb, foffers 
r,rot~er, anb beBpair l)afl t~ou in tbo toorbB; tbiB i~ but ia 
bone in fo goob a ~ero!' 'ineit~er,' anfrl'eret~ S d t ~ I 0 f, 'i~ 

It from be~pair nor fro In forrorl' t~at ~ 6aue fiIofen of our olb 
pleafaunt 
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I'leafaunt cOauncd; it mIlO mea be, trul\), t~at ftIe\) R)ere oftener 
mentioneb tOcm n1d neebeb; but mo(f men lOOulb t~inr t~emieluee 
rurer of beatO tOan tife, if t~q) mere fO ~arb come a! R)t. 
etia R)ia ~ anfR)tr t~ee fomtR)~at" ~Oen cOaunteb ~; 

'@So fortune Oa! fauor'b -
Qjeat! tOou (anf! not boaf! of) 
~bat 'mong eisOt R)dc"ming OdnbmaibB 
WOite :Jn6'&of6 3 W~'b. 
311 ~ 4' b u'.s court! cOang'b me 
~Oa!'b Zrm::ringB togetOn; -
Wbere tben, ~)fIlO, wa6 tH 6 It 
6 AI fb 4 n'.s i!dnb'! R)d~ful ~irit 'r 

'!me muff be content,' f,db ~ j 0 r n, 'nlitb tOat R)Oid) Oae 
been: ~Oen brofe fud) a fea ouer t~em, t~at t~e clamp8 fprang 
anb t~e two fOeet! mere tOrOR)U loofe, anb IV men R)ere f!met 
wer6oarb, aa of R)Oom perifbeb in t~e fea. ~en cOdunteb 
SrttlJtof tOu!: 

-:lOe fan.fOeet! botO burfl, 
1Dlib tOe big::fR)eaing biaowB; 
tiR)ain6 four, too, fanf bown 
3n t~e '6ottomle9 fed.' 

'IDletbinf6 now,. fdit~ S d t IJ i 0 f, Ct~at fome among our 
men R)iU ~aue' to journe" boron to & a n 4, anb roe fbRU loof 
but POOf IIm&a'abor8 wOen R)e COme t~it~er, unle' roe ~o(b 
ourfdue6 rife men, fisOt f!outlp. (fuer\) foul Of u6 f~ourb 

tOerefore, 3 connfe(, bRUt fome gorb about Oim: Sl:Oen Oeroeb 
Oe afunber tOe ming Oe Oab got from :J n 6 e & 0 r 6, bfulbeb 
it amonS Of! men, anb quob tOi5 fong: 

'~e soob ming t~. reb, roOicO 
6 alfb a n'" rid) fdtOer 
£>nm'b, roia roe Oew - ere 

3 
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tr 6 h embrace ue. -
e~oulb rot stlefl m~ere IN\~ baffre, 
"'(eaming sofb f~Mt r,ris~t A>arffe; 
llomn 'mib & c "C" beep eea 
li)arins cr~iefB it fuita wea!' 

~ j (\ t n falb, 'mot fo certain ie tbiB, I.'et iB not da ~ope 
gone.' ~~en fOllnb Sri t ~ i 0 f, mit~ t~e rell, t~at t~e f~ip ~ab 
brit)en \lerl.' far .,nmarb; bllt n.,t~ing fnew t~el.' of t~ courfe 
t~e~ fllifeb, for jo t~idf" barf 6ab it sromn on aa ~t! rounb 
about t~em, t~at t~ep coufb not fee from flem to flern of tbe 
uefjcf, - befibeB tbe tempcfl dnb rolling of t~e fea, toaet~r mitO 
fno""'fleet, froll, anb a tremenbou8 corbo ~en l\1eIlt Sri t lJ i 0 ( 

liP on to tbe mafl, anb fo foon 48 be came bomn t6uB fpofe to 
6i~ foUomer!: '9]lan" m.,nberfu( fia~te 6aue 3 feen; (l areat 
fID6aTe fal.' arounb t~e f6ip, anb 5 fufj)ect we mufl 6aue come 
near to fome Tanb Oereaf>outB, r,tlt tbat 6e mill r,ar tlB from t6e 
roafl. 3 &eTieue not t~at Jrina :$ eta e bearet~ liB anp (rienbf6Ip, 
nor 6atb ~e fent liB an" frienbl" mefJaae. ~ momen fee 3 on 
t6e &ad of tbat 2B~ale; t~e" it iB mbo, mit~ tbelr morll fj)elle 
anb &fadell mit~craft, caufe t~i! borri&le 6eab'llorm. mom mill 
me tr" m~etber our fortune or tbtir incantation! auail tbe mofl; 
fleer pe ris~t onwarb a8 &efore; ml>fdr, IOh~ d bart.dub I mill 
bruife tI)rfe eui( bemoni':. ~ben fana Oe tOI! fona: 

'2'Brirb roi~ fee 3 I 
~o, on t~e l\)Que tOtre; -
:$ e t 6 e b48 fent t6em, 
~itber to meet n8: 
eUibc fbaU map 41l 

@)unbrr i' t6' mibbell 
X6tir &adB, - ere o'er &iUowI'" 
f8.,ul1b8 f6e ris6t onll'arb.' 
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mut, a~ it i~ rtlaub, t~le quaflf\) foaoroeb t~ f~ip .Ie It 1 b A, 
t~a' it cou(b unberflanb ~uman fi'ee~. ~n falb ~;6 \" n , 
CiYlom Wt fOd fee t~efe mrot~er!' ulrtue! towarb! "'" ~eretl)itO 
fi'rang ~ j 6 r n to t~e rubber; but 5 r t t IJ 1 0 f grafi'eb a lauelln 
Anb leapt to toe Oem of tOe f6ip, pnains tOi! ~aunt: 

I:-OGU! onmarb eUlbA! 
.ee", OlsO on toe (ea.6laa -
st6it srim lBi~'e ttmpfd 
.nb teet~ brectf SlOou tOroug~; 
tareat jaw-()one allb ~eet.&one 
3n t~e be1)if-born 6ag! -
SOr tOat otOer foul alante' 
mreaf a foot or two quhffp!' 

stOtreafter (aneeb 6e toe fod at toe one t$ Am .2eaper ") , 
wOUe en 1 b A'" ft'ontsPtd broue on tOe bad of t~e ot6er. st6u! 
were botO tOtir bad! &roten. taut tOe flBOale blueb unber anb 
fwam awal), anb tOtl1 neter faw Oim afurwarbtJ. stOen began 
tOe weatOer to gfon1 fila, (,ut tOe fOq, wae waterfosgeb. 5 r i. 
t IJ 1 0 f tOerefore caaeb (ollb~ to Ol! men, t~at tOco f~otllb bail 
out tOe ueflel. ea~ ~ j 6 r n, 'Ufde' woufb It be for u8 to 
mort at tOat.' - 'illal), fofterbrotOer, neuet befPalr,. falb 5 ri. 
t IJ 10 f, 'e1)tr OatO it been tOe fIolltsOtarttb ~ero'! cujlom to glue 
mOat Oelp 6e can a8 long a8 it 18 po,lble, come wOat wla 
tOereafter.' ~en qllob Or; 

'9leuer f60ulb C!6alllJ)lon8 fore 
eorro", at beat6; 
Cioufase, tOen, courage ml) 
Uerrl) men aa! -
l)ear anb btceltle9 
9lis6t=bream! Oaut taugbt me 
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st6at, In ~Ite of aa ~inbrancc, ~ 
:Jna'&ora f~aa getl' 

st~en bnteb t~e", t~e nip dear, anb wtre come near tOe 
COQff, but bab meQtOer agnin bfem againfl tOem. st~en toor 
5 r i t ~ I 0 f again- truo OQI'! at t~e prom, anb romeb mitO tOem 
rigOt flfOngr~ formarb. SlOe wtatOer now ~angeb, anb tOe", (am 
tOat t~q) mere come off efju==(ounb, anb tOere came t~e", to 
lanb. ~i' goob ~ampion! mere fua mear anb mearo; but (0 
frefO anb bolb md 5 r i t ~ t 0 f, tOat ~e bClre Ol'er tOe furf VIII 
of ~i! men, ~ j cS r n carrie!> II, anb 2U m u n bone. SlOen 
~aunteb Sri t~iof: 

'sto tOe fir~lmne", came 3, 
mnb carrieb rigOt floutl~ -
SlOrougO brift:=(oam fierc~Oirfin9 -
ml\) feeble.gromo fe(ls:folf. 
stOe fail on t~e fanb ~ 
eafer", Oal)e reeo'b nom; -
'@Jainfl tOe prctt\) pale fea==malb6 
'~~ not .,reafant to fig~t!' 

q;tt"p. VII. 

i~itbiof finbet~ "lt9Clldt)~. 

~n a" n t y r lUa! at efju, mOen 5 r it ~iof CQme afOore. 
~t ma! Oi! cufiom, m~en Oe brant, t~nt a man fOoutb fit at 
tOe fattice of ~i! ~rinting~Qa, anb feep Q goob loof==out feQmQrb, 
Oolbing cQrcful mQ~. ~t of a J}orn.gobret f~oulb Oe brinf, anb 
mOen it mel! empt\) Qnot~cr mn~ fiUeb up for Oim. ~ All"" r 
maS Oe Oigbt, m~o tept lUatd} m~en Sri t ~ i 0 f came to (emb. 
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RB6en :s Allv cu'. fartl 601t1 It It!mt, rtlit~ 6 r it ~ i 0 f anl' ~Ie 
ttampionB, 6e quob t6ffl fong: 

'Dn boarb of e U i b ", 
maung 'mib t'lorm.biaOltlfl, 
IDlen ti~ fee 3 ,lanbing, -
mut feuen rOrtl fofltlarb. 
1!ife t~e battlesfam'b fearle' 
g10ung S r it ~ i 0 r, if! ~e 1t'6o 
Dar-fItltep6 puafl ~rtI'rfuf 
DUg~t liP at t~e pfOltl!' 

9lnb rtl6m ~e 6ab brunr out t~e ~om, catl 6e it in t~roug~ 
t~e rtlinbOltl , t~u6 fpealing to t~e rtloman rtI~O ~ureb out t~e 
brinf: 

'Stare up from t6e floor, mp 
ijair.tlepping bamfel, 
St~e ll:)rinfing:JJ}om bortlnsturn'b; 
3'ue brain'b it again. -
Dn tOe rtlaue, ~RmpionB fce :; 
iB~o aoob Oelp rtlia rtlan, 
@re, tempet1stot1 fordp, 
St~e ~arbour tOe,,'a rca~" 

St~e 3ad 6earb rtl6at :s 4l1v" r quob, anb quej1ioneb 6im 
of ~if! tibingf!. 'IDlen are come af~orc ~Cft" anfrocr! 6 AI, V A r , 
'but ~elpfe9 anb awearieb are t~ep; tlout fellowfl inbeeb fecm 
t~ep to be; but fo f}rong anb frefb if! one Of t~em, t~at ~e 
carriet~ t~e ot~erfl to t6e f~ore" '@Jo t~ou,' faib tbe 3arr, 'to 
meet t~em; anb receiue tbem 'inbr" if It if! S r t t ~ i 0 f, t~e 
fon of mp. frienb a; ~ 0 r fl e n :S e r fi r, anb renortlneb for aa 
aoob quaritlefl'. mortl began to fpear a man bigOt l! tIe, a gftat 
tailing, t~ufl: 'mortl f~aa be proueb robat if! faib Of Sri t ~ i 0 f, 
t~Rt ~e OatO f,\'orn neuer to be tOe mRn tirf} to beg for peRce.' 
X ItItre t~el) togetber, b"b men "nb gfeeb", anb w~o coulb 80 
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tb. raDing ~ er fe r r'~, (0 u r fe. \!loon as t~ founb S d. 
t~lof, lfUe faib: '~om counfd ~ t~ee, Srit~lof, to turn 
t~ee ~itber; for eagle! f~oulb dam anb bear e~ ot~er, Sri. 
t ~ i 0 f: - but ~ counfd t~ee to enb t~" roorb6, anb not to aff 
firff for ~ace!' Sri t ~ i 0 f t~n tumeb ~im rounb to tbem, 
anb d}aunteb t~i~ fong: 

'~e neuer C4n conquer u~, 
iReuer, no neuer! 
~Ilstroublel> ~erferr., 

~~lan"'bear~ 0) r,(ad j -

lRatber, alone, bib ~ 
JOefp'ratef" bare it, 
Dne Qsalnll ten, tban 
~rQO t~ee for peace!' 

stben came rS All" A r up, Qnl> faib: ~e 3ad mill. t~at 
\)e fbaa aa be It)tlcome, nor fbaa anO one moletl ,",OU ~ere: 

'Z6i! offer,. faib S r l t ~ i 0 f' 'tafe ~ wiainSr", r,ut am pre
~reb for botb." 9lfter t~at ment t~e" to meet tbe 3ad, anb 
~e receiuel> Sri t ~ i 0 f wea anb aa ~~ men tbereto. wa t6t 
winter It)tre tbe" mitb 6im, anb tbe ~ar( mabe mllcO of tbem. 
"ften affeb be tbem of t~ir abuenture! , anb tben d}aunteb 
~j6rn tbd: 

'~o"od we mar=men, 
'IDlil> waue! bafbing o'er u!, 
(!eafefe' rept balins r,0 
)8otb tbe r~lp" fibe!. 
ijor ten bel\)! togetber 
Wnb tbereunto eig~t, 
1\.A n fore plasueb ollr fe".~orfe 
3'11 tbe trollgb of tbe fea!' 
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~e ~ar( faib: '91· trap ~t~ .tins :s elg c laib for .,ou, 
anb fu~ .Kinge are ~llt ia efleemcb, 1l'00 are rea~ for notOins 
r,ut to caufe men to perifO r,,,, Il'it~craft.· '3 rnoll' alfo" fa",8 
II ng" n t" r, 't~at it i8 t~'" erranb ~it~r, S d t ~iof, t~at 
t(lou art fent afttr tOe tri~ute. 91nb a f~rt anfhJer nalt t~ou 
~aue to tbi8; no trillute fOaa .tins ~ etg e Oa"e of me, ~ut 
t~lI f~aft set 45 mucO treafure a8 tbou Il'ilt, anb tribute ma~fl 
t&ou caa it an t~u Il'ilt, or fome ot~er name ma",'fl tbou Siue 
It,' Srtt~lof faib, tbRt ~e ll'Oulb tare tbe mon~. 

'(JAp. VIIL 
lUng Wins o&tainet~ ~nst'''otR· 

monJ mufl lie faib, Il'bat lVa! bone in tror1D4" Il'bUe t~at 
S r it ~ i 0 f ma! allfent tberefrom, ~n caufeb tbe !8rot&er. 
"rince! tbe Il'&ofe I)tUase at SrAmnU to be burneb up, st~e 

hUO roit~jler! afro Il'tre at t~ir inc.lntation!, b1lt in t~e mibfl 
t~eof tllmbfeb t~ boil'n from t~eir bis~ conjurinssjlanb, anb 
fo brore &ot~ t~elr ba~. ~at fame autumn came II I n g, tbe 
.tins, nortbll'Grb in eo"n to bi8 Il'tbbing; anb rlgbt no~l" anb 
b08pita~l", feafleb be at ~i! marriase-caroufal, after tbe nuptial .. 
llOIl'B to :J nee & 0 r g. J.}e quefljoneb ber, Il'bence f &e Oab got t~ 
DUns tbe "oob Il'bi~ fOe 1I0rt upon ber arm? 3t ~ab bdonseb, 
fbt anfltlCreb, to ber iJatber. 'ina", ,. raltb tbe .ling, ·S r I .. 
t ~ i 0 f Il'a! it! OIl'ner, anb tare it tbi8 inllant from off tbu 
banb, for neuer (baa brisbt solb fail tbee Il'ben tbou comejl to 
~n n e m.' . st~en sa"e be tbe DUnS to tbe 2Bife of ~ de e , 
ttUins ber to let Sri t~iof ba"e it Il'~en bt fboulb return • 
.tinS a in g tben joumitb bomtll'arb8 Il'itb bi! jilouft, anb 
9reat Il'Q8 tbe affection ~bi~ be bore unto ber. 
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Cl:b"p. IX. 

irit~fof comd~ bAcf mit{l t~e tribute. 

@(ftemdrb6, in tOe fpring, went Sri t~lof from tOe 0rtne)'tI; 
dnb pRrteb fO from 2f n a Ant)' r roit~ mud) (oue. :s A n v A r 
foaoroeb roitO Srlt~lof. ~ut, roOen 6e came to tformA)', 
(earneb Oe tOat Oi6 uiaage rool! {,urneb. SrAmn'" readjel> 
S d t {II 0 f at (all, anI> fRib; 'tBlacf 6Rue gromn t6e {,uilbing8 
6ere, anb trdce6 tOere are none Of t6e Oanbe of frienb!o' st~en 

quob Oe tOi6 ~aunt: 

'ijrienb(~, at SrAmn4~, 
iJormerl~ brdnf gool> 
(Sroift.froorbel> 6eroeB, roitO 
u: {lor 11 e n m~ 6ire. 
sto IllRcf afOe6 Ilurn'b, noro 
fBoroet6 m~ "iaage; -
3 promife t60fe "rince6 
@rimll' to pal'!' 

St~en "flel> Oe counfd Of 6i5 men, ro6Rt (Onrfe noro tOtO 
f60ulb tRfe? !l6el' IlRI> 6im I>ecibe t6dt for Oimfeff. ~fttr t616, 
roroeb t6e~ ouer t~e fritO, anI> boron to eyrf}ranb. ~ere roere 
tOel' tolb t6at t6e .lingS roere in ~ A t b e r'" 6 A a e, dt t6e 
3OIfAr=facrlfice. stOen roent ~jorn anI> Srlt{llof up 
tOitOer. Srit{liof &db dAtlvar eml> 2Umnnb tOat t6e~ 
nonlb, in t6e mean time, &redf Oole6 in aa tOe f6ip6, {,otO 
farge Rnb fmaa, t6at roere neRr tOerennto. stOi8 bib tOe~. !lOen 
toor Sri t {II 0 f Rnb 018 fofler&rotOer tOefr roRI' to tOe boor6 of 
~Al ber'~.6AJ t. Srlt{llof roolllb go in. ~;orn hI> 
~lm treab cRutiouSr", R' Oe rooldb go drone. Sri t (II 0 f l>eSirel> 
Olm to remain outjibe, Rnl> ftep ro\ltd) meanro~Ue. stOen fang 
Oe tOu8: 
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C~n t~rou8~ Uf (OlIrt (h 

3 ; 
.verp-folf fem nceb 3, t{)ofe 

ffififfin nnb~ 

~rame6 caff, confllmins, minb! 
cronrg,suiUt:Et:Ee, 

tBalf hp firfi nig~t1art, 
not return~b!' 

!' ilnfwffit:E~ ~ r n~ st~et:E,:t:Eftet:E went 
S t' {t ~ i 0 f in, anb fall' t~at tbm mere hut fell) people in tbe 

of t~e 5t~ffi .!in§]t:E meffiffi tbegs ~1If\1 wltb 
offedng~, anb fat at tbe brinfillg:ta&re~. 5ire rua~ tbere on 

floffiffi; wlffifi6 tb%'%'d)p <wb ll)<tt:Eme§] s:be , ll)~id) 
ot~e~ were anointing anb t~en brpin~ a dt:Etb. to ding 
~ e l g e tben ment S d t ~ i 0 f, anb faib, '9lom wilt tbOll, :s 

troll,? recz:ille tri~&ue.' Efe OESK tbe 
in mbid;l tbe fir\>tr tlIa', anb tbrew it fo ~arb jllff ouer bi~ nofe, 

nilffi of t+:+:tb Wiii b+:it:EiU afi§] ~e from 
tbe .visb~at. :S 4l fb 4 n, ~orueuer, gra~peb bim tigbt, fo tbat 

feU nt:Et tb+: frt. ~erg qUt:E§] 5 r t tbut:E ~ 

'stale nllW, @bkf of 
2Bar:men, tbp treafure; 

tt)p f rontct"etb 
:Sf more 3 not beg! 
ittituer li<,6at 
~ougbt Wurje'6 hottom; 

or an~ bat:Er 
~orne it tbee ~itber!' 

5ew men mere tbm in tbe stem~re~~arr, for tbep wcre 
in phl£:C. ~Yi'0\1' a6 d {of ma6 

going out arong tbe floor, be fall) tbat tbe wife of -5 e I g e wore 
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~i8 aling t~e QJoob, a8 fbe ft)a8 tt'armins ~41bu before tbe 
fire. 5 r i t ~ l 0 f gri~eb tbe minS tig6tl", but it. roa~ fajleneb 
to ~er, anb ~e brero ber out along tbe troor toroarb8 tbe boor. 
25 at b e r feU into t~e fire, anb a8 6 at fb R n'~ roife ~aflU" 
laib 601b of it to faue it, t6at image robi(£) fbe roa8 roarming 
feU alfo boron among tbe trame8. @Soon noro &egan bot6 tbe 
QJob8 to &laae, for t~cp roere &ot6 anointeb roitb oil, ~be trame. 
tben caugf)t t6e roof, anb t6e robole '6uUbing roa8 on fire. tae. 
fore 6e roent out, bor\leuer, S r l t ~ i 0 f got pofJefiion of tbe 8Ung. 
mOlt' aileb 25; 0 r n t6e ner08 of robat bab bappeneb, ro6ife be 
",a8 infibt. 5 r i t ~ t 0 f belb up t~e Sling, anb ~aunteb t6i8 
rong: 

'6 el a e, poor ll)ret(£), &~ t6e pUrfe roa8 
J;lit barb enoua6 o'er t6e nofe; 
£otl)l~ t~en 6 R 1 fba n'd "raue '6rotber 
moro'!) 6im from big~ €bair::of-tlate: 
25 at 6 e r t6en fea anb 6ig~tram'b, (mt 
~ierc:er!) tbe @Joob ming !3 feh'b, ere 
;[)raroing 6er along - t6e' olb-rooman from 
~eart~~fire8 !3 bauntrefJt!) brasg'b" 

@lome men fa!), tbat 5 d t ~ 10 f ~ab can firebratlbtl up 
among tbe latb8 Of tbe roof, fo tbat tbe ro60le J;laa roa8 ror~peb 
in trame8. :l6en fang be tbll8: 

cJ;laflen roe noro to t6e f6ore, - t6ere. 
~fter we'a counfer wifer!); 
mIlle trame8 &ris6tt" curl 'mib 
:e a t b e r'd facreb groUt I' 

eo, 6mllpon, went t6e" out to (ea, 
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([(JAp. X. 

idt'~iof flle~ {)i~ <tountry. 

~o rooner ~ab .ting ~ e I g e come to ~illlfeff again, t~an ~e 
commanbeb t~at tOc\> f~ollrb /lraig~twa\> purfue after S r t t {) 1 0 f, 
~nl) fiU ~im mit~ aU bi~ foUomer~: - 'iJor,. faib be, 'tbi~ man 
forfeiteb bia rife, It)~en ~e fpareb no pra(e ~el)er facreb.' molt) 
brem t~e\> t~e gatbering-founb for tbe sprinceB·.@lu(lrb~, (lnb (l~ 

tbe\> (ame out Of tbe llifAr-{)aU t~e!) f(lro tb(lt it It)(lB in a 
bra3e• ~itber, tberefore, ment .ting ~ A 1 fb An mitb fome Of 
~i~ men, mbire .ting ~ e la e O(l/leb after Sri t {) i 0 f ,mb biB 
roaomere; but a(re(l~\> mere tOe\> on bO(lrb tbeir fbip, f(laing 
gentr!) bolt)n tbe /lream. molt) founb Jting :j e I g e anb ~i8 

troopB tbat (lU t~eir fbipB mere brofen anb unferuice(lble, (lnb 
tbC\> roere forc:eb to ranb again, (opng t~erell'itb fome Of t~eir 
men. J)ereat became ~ e I g e fo enrageb:, tb(lt 6e raueb (l8 
tbouab be roere m(lb. st~en &enbeb be biB bOIl', anb laib (In lU

roro on tbe I1ring, intenbing to Hoot it at Sri t ~ i 0 f. 58ut 
tbi! ~e bib roitb fO mu~ force, tb(lt botb t~e nede Of t~e boro 
fitllPpeb ajunber. 910ro bireetr\> mben Sri f {) i 0 f jml' tbiB, ~e 

gr(lfpeb two of t~t O(lre on ~ II i b A, (lnb rolt)eb It)itb tbern jo 
mig~ti(p t~at tbep brafe. J)erell'it~ d](lunteb ~e: 

c.sti~·b ::5 poung 
:Jngebo\'a, 
;{)(lugbter of 23 e 1 e , 
~n 23Alber'~ grout, -
eo fboldb t~e O(lre 
q .teUibA 
)8ot6 bre(lf, -
2ife ~ e1 g e'~ bOll'!' 

2rfter tb(lt, tbe roinb fref~eneb merrilp ~olun tbe firtb, (lub 
t1)ep boifteb f(li( allb put to je(l. Ii r i t f) 1 0 f jlli~ tOeD r~our~ 
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tare cClre anb manClge fo, t~4t t~ rem4ineb t~ertsa&outB no 
fonger. ~ereafter, fa {reb t~ep Ollt ArOnS t~e coafl of 808n. 
st~en fans 5 r I t {) I 0 f t~i6 ~aunt: 

c@io, (atdp, on f~i~&oarb 
iDe fail"b out of E!l06ni; 
""er t&e ~ome8 of our 5<ttbm 
~~en p(Clp'b t~e fierce ~r~; -
'Dib ~Alber"~ &rc~'b ~a6e 
9lmu t~e ppre 'gin6 to burn; 
S8ut Q;e mple=wotf noro 
~Bia t~ep caa me, ~ lOOt!' 

~ ; 6 t n quej1ioneb 5 t' it ~ t 0 f, 'mJ~Clt naa me nmu un. 
bertaPe, 50flerbrot~er?' - ';s map not,. fav~ 5dt~iof, 

'be ~ere in trort"a,),; ;s roia (earn tbe cUllom6 of tbe ~biefB, 
clUb roiU So out a6 R IDitins,' ~ i6(anb6 anb feR.ditf6 feR~eb 
tOe" aU t~rous~ t~e fummer, roinning tbem bot~ goob6 anb 
renown, but toroarb6 autumn flee reb t&ev to t~e 0rrne')'~. 

21 n 6 ant')' t receiueb t~em roeU, Rnb roitb ~im remaineb t~e" 

aU tbe rointer. fSut w&cn 5 f it {) i 0 f bRb journepeb out from 
trorma,)" tbe .tins! bdb a Q;tn(f, Rn~ bedareb 5rlt~iof 
out(Rweb from ClU tbelr (Rnbi!, fei&iltg to tbemfdue6 RU ~i~ 
po'e,ioni!. ~ at fba n, t~e .ling, fettreb at Sl:ClmnU, - &uUbs 
ing up t~e uiUClge robmuer it roail Imrneb. ~atber'~#~a6e 

R( fo refloreb tbe S8rot~tril R6 it \1'Ril before; (ons bRb it been 
ere tbe ~re roRiI quenc(!eb t~erein. ~t feU .tins ~ e 1 6 e t~e 
roorfl, tbRt tbe @Jobil roere burneb lip. IDerp grtClt wail tbe cofl, 
ere ~ R t b e r'~ • ~ a (J e roRi! built lIP equaU" ail Rt ~rfl. .tins 
:S e 1 8 e riueb noro Rt e,),rflrAnb. 
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([~"p. XI. 

~it'~iof "ifitet~ lUna WiDS 4nb ~"St.o~S' 

!B~muer ~e ment, ma~el) S t' i t ~ i 0 f e):ceebingr~ in ri~e8 
anb in fame. 2'Bitfeb anb crud men anI) grimfur IDifing! ~e 
flem, ~ut peafant! anb mer~ant! ret ~e go free. 2lgain, t~ere. 

fore, ma' ~e caaeb S t' it tJiof t ~e ~ 0 t b. 8lig~t man~ men, 
ilout#6earteb anb true, ~ab ~e unber 6im, anb in aa rinb! of 
preciou! goob! a~ounbel) ~e e~ceebingr\). mom m~en, a! a ~i" 
ring, ~e ~ab trauerfeb t~e fea:! IV minter!, menbel) 6e rOtcnb 
eaflroarb, anb cail an~or in t6e ~a~. '91f~ore,. faib Sdt~iof, 
'muf} 3 go, ~ut ~e fbaa fora~ aa t6rollg6 tbe minter. 2Bear~ 

begin ~ to ~e of t~efe e.rpebition", anI) to ltpr4nb mia ~ jour:: 
nel.', anb t~m bifcourfe mit6 R in" t6e .ling. ~n tbe fum mer 
fbaa oe uifit me 6ere; ~QIf f~aa 3 come, t6e firf} ba~ of fum" 
mer: - '~ar from roife', anfroerel) ~;o t· n I Ii" t6i! tbo counfer. 
@Stia, natNe~, ma\)t1 tbou baue tb~ ma~. ~ moufb ~a\)e bab u! 
uO\)Qge nortbluarl) to eoan, anb tlap t6t. .ling! t~ere, ~otb 

:Setae anI) :Satfb4n.'-'9l0tataa,. returnet6 Sdt~iof, 
'mia t6Qt ferue u!; rat6er miU 3 go anb finl) .ling R ina anb 
::J n a e bot' g.' ~ jot' n anfmer!, 'UmuiUing am ~, t~ltt t~ou 
fboufbtl tbu! truf} t~!)felf afone in 6i! pomer; for mife i! 1\ ina I 
anb of 6ig~ &irt6, tboug6 noro fomero6at in ~ear!: - '~ muf} 
counfer,. quob Sdt"iof, '&ut t~ou, ~jot'n, muf} counfd 
ouer our men in t~e mean m~ire" ~~en bib t~e~ a! ~e 6ab com" 
manbeb. S d t~iof noro journe~el) UpI4nb.w4t'b ton'arb! 
autumn, for ~e roa! impatient to {oor upon t~8 roue! of :J n. 
a e & 0 t' a anI) of R i n g. mom &efore ~e arri\)eb t6it6et', toor 
~e ouet' aU 6i! ot~er garment! a great &roal) croar, robi~ roa! 
a{ toget~er ~air~; troo 11aue8 ~al) be in ~i! banb! I ~i! face mR8 
(Ouereb roit~ a mafl, anb 6e ment a! one &omel)"bomn mit~ ~ear!. 
!KfterroarbB met 6e fome ~erbBmen. ~~en totter! 6e forroarb 
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anb a;ret~ ll)~enCe t~ev 1Me'/ 'DUf bome5,' anfroereb t~e", '"re 
bV etreitalal1b, on t~e .1ting'~ bomQin~: st~e orb man afl5 
again, ';.s8 Ring Q mig~t\1 .1ting'/' - '3t fcemet~ to u~" t~c" 
replieb, 'Q6 tf)oug~ t~ou roert fO o(b, t~at t~ou mig~tfl fno1v 
ro~at finb of <!~icf -'ting R in g i~ in aU refpect6: - 'IDlore ~Que 
~ minbeb mp burning of fait,. faib t~e becrepib flranger, 't~an 
t~e manner8 of greQt .1ting6.' st~en roenbeb ~e onroarb to t~e 

.!ing'6 ~oufe, anb tOlvarM euentibe entmb ~e t~e ~Qll t~ereof. 
2Beaf anb \vaV:olt'orn appcareb ~e, anb floob t~ere far bllron b" 
tbe boor, braroing t~e coro( ouer ~i~ face t~at ~e mig!)t be con= 
cea(eb t!)e better. stf)en quob Ring t~e .1ting to :Jngebof(J, 
'st!)ere came a man e'en noro into t!)e ~art, taller &p far t~an 
ot~er men.' st~e £lueen repriee to bim, 'eimQrt inbeeb are t~ofe 

tibing8, £) .1ting!' st!)en tacreb !)e to t!)e feruing=man 1V!)0 l100b 
&p t!)e boarb, anb faib: '@Jo t~ou; queflion t~hil <!oro(=~(oafeb 

mlln rof)o ~e i6, 1v!)ence ~e comet!), anb ro~at !)i8 fin mav &e.' 
st!)e froain (eapeb noro afong t!)e floor to t~e nero.come man, 
Qnb faib: '2B~at art t!)ou !)ig!)t, orb feUolv, Qnb ro~ere roafl t!)ou 
t~i~ nig!)t, anb ro!)at i8 t!)" finbreb l' st!)e <!(lIaMVlufflcb an= 
fromt!): 'IDlu~ aflefl tbou, froain; but canfl tf)ou giue an" SlIOb 
account tbereof, f!)1I1db ;.s tell t!)ee nllro l' ~e faib tf)at ~e coulb. 
st!)e @oroM8earer anfroere: ca: ~ i 0 f [a: ~ it fJ am ;.s !)ig~t, roit~ 

Ulf la:~e Wolf] roa~ ~ raft nis!)t, anb in 'llngd [peni:: 
te nee] roa~ 3 &rougf)t up.' stf)e fn'ain t~en ~('Iftenetf) to t~e 

.1tins, anb teUet!) f)hn t!)e ~oror.man'e anfroer. '!mell ~afl t~ou 

compref)enbeb f)im, froain,' fQib t!)e sting; Ct~Qt bjf1rict fnoro ~ 
rof)i~ i8 Z n g d caUeb. Wct m,w be, tbh!! man f)a6 not ,"'Cace 
of minb. 2l roife man, f)olveuer, !)e mull &e, Qnb ~ tf)inf 
rig!)t rocll of f)itn.' - '3t ie a 1uonberfu( cUllom,' obferue8 tf)e 
£lueen, 't!)at tf)oll bofl roif!) fo eagerr" to tQIt roit!) euer\) orb 
felloro t~at comet!) !)itf)er; anb n'~at i~ t~ere in bim, tb"t ~e 

i~ roortb ta(fing to l' - ':lbat,. Jaib tbe .1ting, 'canll t(,ou not 
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fnom &0'tter t6an J)0' ~ mlEc:(y mou t~an 

fpearr, anD 0'affetH) ~i~ eu&?rV m~en: irfter t~at, 
fent t~e sting a man to fet~ ~im up, anb r)e came before t~e 

sting~ eomq'kn~(\f £J0'£Jofeb anD ",it~ toro tt£Jice 
fpofe. lt~e sting faib: '~~at art t~Oll ~ig~t, t~Oll tall.ouilt 
man t~ lt~q' doaf."Hwffleb anft£J~£JEb t~iD c:(yaunt 

'lt~en ~ig~t:.s Srit()iof [Peace.a:~iefJ 
~OtE roit~ band' , 
!But :$ert~iof [l'rmysa:9iefJ ",~en ~ibo",6 
~ to kntCl' 
<B ei rt () i 0 f [ES pea r::: a: ~ Ie fJ ro~en goob fpear6 
:.s g£Ji mrV bmd]eb 
<Bu 9i f [~a es ~tef] rooen gfabtv 
::s gaf~'b in toe mattrc; 
.ley iof tHe ~i inbtttt m~eE 
~ea.i jTe6 !j rauag'b, 
:$e io l3Dea a: fJ 
sto beat~ ~ call djirbren, 
Va to ltge ai a:9 fJ 
:s uanqllif~'b ot~er6: -
mom fince :s ltYtsnbett'D 
m3it~ fart~bllrner6 fabtl), 
J;dp ~igOrl) nttebinp ttre 
J;it~t, ~ Ctslllite!' 

ltoe stinp faib: oalt tOOIl tden 
namtt 'f a: 0 f 9 i e J. mitt ",oerE n1all £~Oll nigl)l, 
IVQere i~ tQV oome, moere Ivaff tr)Oll oreb! anti ",oa t oa~ ~affens 
eb ?' J;it£t!@ouest'D an~tntttteb; ':sn n a 
[penitence] roa6 !j breb, at Ulf'~ lt~e wolf't4] ",at~:s 
taff U a [:) lin i 0 ~affeD ~me , anD 
oome ~aue ~ not at all: - '::St mav be fo,' repCieb toe Jfing, 
'toM H)oll be"?t til' til?ttt in at' [pen 
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te n c e], cmb \let it mQ\) De1'\) tUtU ~a~n t~at t~ou roaf} born 
in 5irt~1 [peAce]. 3n t~e rooob 1Ruf} t~u ~aue been t~i' 
nig~t, fDt' no t)eafant i' t~ere ~ere in t~e nei9bbollr~oob ro~D i~ 

catreb U I f [W 0 I f]. IDlit a~ to robat t~Dll f(l\1efl, tbat t&DU 
~afl nD ~Dme, mll\16ap t~DU tbinrefl it tD be Df but nttre mort~, 
againfl t~at ~ ug U l' [J n c II n At 10 n] ro~~ bd broug~t 

t~ee bitber.' ~~en faib Jnge&o1'g: '~urn tbee, [~lof 
[[ ~ 1 e fJ tD fDme Dtber ijeaf}ing.~art, Dr get t~ee tD tbe @Juefling. 
~amber~: ~~e .ling anfroeretb: '£JIb enDlIg~ am !J nDro, tD be 
able tD bifPofe of m" gueflB e'en a! !J roiU; anb get t~ee DUt, 
m\1 gDDb nero comer, from t~iB t~" dDar tbere, anb feat tbee 
b" m" jibe.' - '!jnbceb a little too Dlb mufl t~DU be,' returnet~ 
t~e £lueen, 'to tbinr of placing Dlb flaff.men ") I,,, tbee bere.' 
eiaib u:; ~ i 0 f: c!Jt neebet~ nDt, m" 1!Drb; anb better iB it aB 
t~e £lueen bDt~ fa", fDr to m" faCt-burning am !J mDre accuflDm. 
eb tban tD jitting roit~ @6iepIDlen.' Stbe .ting faib: 'Illo t~DU 
ae ~ roiU, fDr it mufl be t~at !J rule in tbiB matter.' St~en 

t~rero U:;., l 0 f biB dDar frDm Dff bim; a barMlue rirtle roa~ 
tbmunber, tbe 8ling t~e QJOOb gUttereb Dn ~i' banb, a &rDab 
t~ilf ~iluer.~dt ~e bRb abDut bim, anb t~erefrDm a great Wurfe 
roaB 6anging roeU=jiUeb roit~ fbining flruer=mDne". .vie eimDrb 
maB girbeb on biB jibe, anb a great ~ur.J?oob bDre ~e Dn biB 
beab, fDt' [to bieguife ~imfdf tbe bettfr] be bab trembling e\1eB 
anb roa6 ~air" DUel' aU ~iB face. - 'mDlt) tbat !J caU tD be mu~ 
better bDne,. fait~ tbe .ling; 'Stbou, m" £lueen, fbart get for 
bim a mantle, a goob one fu~ aB be requiretb: - '!Jt i6 fDr 
tbee, m!) 1!orb,' anfmereb tbe Oueen, 'tD birect aU; but little 
ualue put 3 on tbi. [~i 0 f: stbereafter a gODN!) dDaf ma6 
giuen untD bim, anb be n'ae fet in tbe ~igb=C5eat tDgetber mitb 
tbe .ling. IDIDDb:reb became tbe Oucen, mbcn ~6e fill\) bie 2[rm. 

Sling 
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Ming tOt "oob, &ut tOtn ft'OuIb f6t not el'~ange one fingle ltIorb 
witO Oim. SlOe .!ing, OOltleUtr, 1tI1l8 rigOt plellfllnt Ilnb frienbr" 
tomllrb! "im, fd\1ing; cit goobl" 9ling Oaft tOou tOere on to" 
f)anb, Clnb long muff tOou Oaue &urneb fart f6crt'f0r.' - '!lU i6 
it,. anfltltTetO tOe etranger, 'It!Oi~ "'a' left me &" m" ~atOer" 
'~t mal} &e,' faitO tOe .ling, 'tOat tOou Otlft more fOan t6at; 
(,ut tOtre are fe", orb faltsburnerB, ~ troltl, equllI unto tOee, if 
age Oa8 not too mu~ bimmtb mine e"e6: ~~lof remaineb 
wltO II i n« ClU tOe ltIinter tOrougr,. Dr great confiberation ltIa6 
f)e, anb OigOl" rl)Q8 Oe efftemtb &" au; for generou8 6t ltIa8 in 
gift!, Clnb rinb'Oearteb Clnb ~eerful toltlarb8 e"erp mlln. fittre 
Club feI~m fpore tOe Quten to Oim, &ut b" tOe .sting Oe 1tIIl' 
regar:'e!) euer ltIit" a glab anb fmiring countenance. 

ct~"p. XII. 
llil1« WiDS jourl1tet~ to Cl ~Clt1quettn«. 

9l0ltl it i6 relateb, tOat it came to "a~ tOllt II i "« l\'Ou1b 
journe" to a great fellff, togetOer ltIitO Oit! Queen anb manl} 
foUOItIerB. SlOen tOe .!ing queftioneb u: ~ t 0 f; '~Oet~er 11)irt 

tr,ou go ltIitO u8 nOItl, or ltIiCt tOou remain at 60me yt J;le an. 
fltlereb, &e Oab ratOer go witO tOem. 'st6i8 lite ~ &etter alfo" 
faitO tOe .ling. !lfter t6at, bq)Cl1'teb tOt',,; anb it fO was, tOat 
tOe" fOoulb ;ourne" ouer a lllre. I[ ~ t 0 f obferueb to tOe .ling 
'stOll ice, m" 20rb, feemetO to me ltIeal anb bangerfome; {)ut 
carde"I}, trOll) ~, Oaue we traue(eb. t - '£)ften 6aue l1)e founb,. 
faib tOe .ting, 'tOat t60u 61lff tOougOt l1)erl for u8.' 2f moment 
aftemarb, aU tOe ice &rare in. stl)en lea"t u: ~ to f forl1)a1'b 
anb fh,,~eb tOe Elebge unto Oim, l1)ifO aU t~at roa8 in it anb 

5 
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t6ereon. S80t6 t6e .Iins anb Queen fat t6ere; aU t6efe puUeb 
U; ~ i 0 f up out of t6e icc, toset6er mlt6 t6e 60rf~ m6i~ mere 
6arne~eb to t6e erebge. JtinS lU ng faib: cillom i6 aU mea 
bramn out, u;~tof; nor Cl.'urb Sdt~tof t~e l30tb 6imfdf 
\)aue braggeb more flrongr", t6Oug6 6e 6ab been prefent 6ere. 
@jtl~ men, trulO, are ris6t bolb anb ~eaft\) foUomer!!' st{ten 
came t~ up to t6e feafl, &ut nollg6t mort6" of note occuneb 
tbereat. ~memarb jOllrnieb tbe JtinS, mit6 uarua&re gift6 anb 
cotle". eo pa'eb tbe bept6 Of t6e minter amao, anb tomarb6 
@jpring &egan t6e meat6er to &e more milb, tbe moob6 to &ub 
(mb bloom, t6e sra' to grom, anb f6ip! mere feen Slibins from 
t6e one lanb euen to t6e ot6tr. 

C[ (tAP' X I II. 

alng .ilaS dbe' to t~e SOfefl. 

£)ne b('lO it 6('1ppeneb, tbat t6e .1tinS fpore unto bi6 guarbB anb 
~ief men fa"ing: 'mom miU ~ - t6at "e so out to t6e 2Boob mit6 
me tbit! ba", preafantr\1 to pa, ama\1 t6e time, anb to fee t6e 
beaut\) of t6e lanb6cape.' eo bib t6e\1 t6trefore, ('I uef\1 great 
train soing out mit6 tbe Jting into t6e forefl. illom it came to 

PR' t6at tbe" tlt'o, tbe .ting anb Sf t t ~ I 0 f, mere alone botb 
toset6er in t6e Woob, far from ot6er men. st6e .tins fait6: 
'.Qeau" am ~ mit6 fleep, emb 6ere mufl ~ repofe;' - 'illot fo'
anf\t)mtb Sdt~lof, '&lIt let m\1 20rb joume" 6ome; for fo 
it &ecomct6 srcat men, ratber t6an to refl tbem in t6e open air: 
'st6at ~ cannot bo,' faib tbe .RinS. st6en Oe raib Nm bomn, 
faUins fafl afleep, anb fnoring afoub. U;~lof fat near unto 
6im, anb brem 6i6 Eimorb from it6 fcabbarb, anb fluns it from 
bim Utf\1 far ama". e60rtr" t6ereafter, t6e Jting rofe liP anb 
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fClib: 'iDa! it not fo, 5 rl t tJ 1 0 f, t~Qt mu~ CClme into t~~ 
mlnb, but m~i~ ma! mea refiffeb? J}onor anb resarb, t~ert. 
fore, f~ClIt t~ou nom ~aue mit~ uB, for immebiatd~ fnem 3 
t~ee t~at ue~ finl euenins m~en t~ou cameff to our J}aaB. 9lot 
foon f~art t~ou part ama~ from liB. ~oubtle9, affo, comet~ 
fomet~ins great to befal t~ee ~ere.' - '2Bea fnom 3" anfmeret~ 
S t it tJ 1 0 f, 'tOat t~ou ~atl mea anb rinbf~ receiueb me, D 
Sing; but foon muff 3 noro am~ , for m\) men wia come 
eaged\) to meet me, euen a! 3 ~aue before appointeb for t~tm 
to boo' St~mafter robe .t~e\) ~omemarbB, t~e attenbant6 of t6e 
.ting coming toget~er to ~im from out tbe foreff. ~en came 
t~e\) bome, anb at nig~t rig~t menif\) brant t~ in tbe J}aa. 
mom mel! it alfo openl" becraub to aa t~e people t~ereabout, 
tOat 5 d t tJ t 0 f t tJ e ~ 0' b bab paJeb t~e minter mit~ t~e 
.ling. 

ct~"". XI V. 
Idtbfof obtAinettJ ~1tgelJo~R' 

2t maB fo one morning earl\), t~at ('I great fnoefing mQB 6earb 
at t~e boor! of t~e J}aa m~ere tbe .linS Clnb Queen ~ib fleep, 
toget~er mit~ man~ ot~er folf. 'Rn~o tnoefB t~ere, on t~e boor?' 
afletb t~e .ting. st~en repnet~ ~e m~o ffoob mit~ou t, '5 d t tJ i 0 f 
it iB, anb reab" am 3 nom for m~ beparture.' mom mere t~e 
boorB t~romn optn, anb 5 r it tJ i 0 f ment in, anb quob t~i6 

fong: 
'ijor aa t~" t~otlgbtfllC finbne9 
3 nom, D .ting, mia t~anr stbee; 
~repar'b t~e .oero tlanbet~ 
sto go - Clnb ~Clrb oarf ~anb(e. 
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:Jns'bOfS 3 remember 
~rom Inf4nC\) t~rollS~ life j 
3n melf4re liue ~~e, mC4rins 
ilBrifl.jeroel for m4np' 4 fi'!' 

Sl~en t~rem ~e to :J n 6 e b 0 r S t~e 8Ung t~e (Joob, f4ping 
t~dt it f~oulb be ~er!. Vlt t~ie fons tOe .Iins fmlreb, 4nb 
quob I 'eo m4e it, ~omeuer, tOat f~e m48 better t~4nreb for tOi8 
minter-uijit t~Rn ~; dnb pet ~dt~ ne not been more frienblp 
toroRr~ t~ee t~Rn ~ ~4ue been.' ~en fent t~e .ling bi8 feruing_ 
men to feer brinf 4nb foOb, dnb fait~ t~4t t~ep f~oufb noro aU 
feafl 4nb plebge S t' I t ~ , 0 f before t~4t 6e f~oulb bepllrt. Sl~e 

Dueen 4Ifo bab ~e rife up, dnb be ~eerful mit6 t6tm. e~e 
quob, t~Rt f~e coulb not eat fO eal'lp. Sl~e .ling dn(\t)eret6: 
'~e mia nom all tafe our meal toget6er" ~ bib t~ep affo; 
Rnb, after t~eo ~ab brunf for a time, 1\ in g falb: 'J;ere l'UOuIb 
~ t~Rt t ~ou f~ouIbfl be, S d t ~ , 0 fj for mp fon! are bu t 

, ~i(bren in age, Rnb ~ am nolt) orb, anb am no longer capllbre 
of being t~e burl'l)arf of mo countro, if anp one f~oulb feef t~i8 

lanb l'l)it~ Ilnfrienbrp purpore.' S d t 11' 0 f repriet~: 'st6i! mOs 
ment f~aa 5 jOllrnep, () <!6ief.' J;e ~Quntet6 nom t~ie fong: 

'20ng anb in It)eRl, lou'b 
2\ i n tJ, mRp'fI t~ou nue, -
gona~ befl, 6ig~efl, on 
st~e @art~'8 "'roab-flret~'b &ofom! 
@Juarb, ~ife <!~ief, mell t~p 
§Wife Rnb t6" ~ount",! 
:J n 6'00 t' 6 Rnb ~ - meet no 
9)lore in t6ie roorlb!t 

stben qllob a i n 9 t6e .fing: 

'9lap! but not fo fare, 
5rU~iof, from u8; 

Digitized by Coogle 



~rtfl ~m"l' Om -
tlBitO beaU\) foul! 
~tmel~ (tub J)Qf} .,refentt 
Duf} !:J fe-pl'q) tOee,-
etrre {)etter t6"an euen, 
stOofelf, frienb, l2)Oulbf} tbinr!" 

Bnb tOereafter fRng 6e t6u!: 

'sto 5 d t ~ £ 0 f t~e 5 a m 0 tI' 
Ill\) fair @iPl'ufe ~ giue, 
ifnb @Soob! t6at :3 6aue 
9Ia abbeb t6ereto!' 

SlOen anjWereb 5dt~10f anb faib: 
'@Sift! fu~ a! tOefe, wia 3 
9leuer tare from ~ee, -
Unle~ & in 6" raf} jitfne' faa 
~atal anb faf}!' 

37 

'3 bouI>tfe' fboutb not glue tOee fucO" fait6 t6e .ling, 
'unle' 3 feU ltlitOin me t6at fo it It)Q!; fitf, inbeeb, 5 am; anb 
ltliainglo moulb 3 tOat tOi6 marriage fOoulb ()e enjooeb ()~ 

t~et, for ~rfl art t001l among aa tOe men in tlormay. SlOe 
stitle of .ling aIfo roia 3 giue unto t~e, for :J n g e bor g" 
SBrotberB mifO tOee ltlorfe bignitie!, anb mitO a morfe ~1Ife 
moulb rueb tOee, t6an ~ .. - 'IDiallO tOanfB, mo goob forb, fOaIt 
t~u Oaue,. anfrueret~ 5 d t ~ t 0 f, 'for au tOo mano rinbne~ 
more tOan 3 Oab Oo~b. faut onro tOe name of :J a r I ruin ~ 
aC(q)t a6 mp Oonorafl) title: SlOen gaue .Iina & t n 6 unto 
S r t t ~ i 0 f, anb wltO bi6 rlgbt banb con~rmcb it, autOorito 
ouer au tbat realm wOid) Oe bab gouerneb, aub tbercltlitO toe 
name of :J a rl. SlOerco\)ef noufb 5 r it ~ t 0 f rule, un tit tOe 
fon6 of & in 6 fboulb {)e Of age tbemfd\)e~ to gouem tbeir Ianb. 
EiOort ltla6 tOe time tORt .ling & t n 6 l"" on Oi6 bfatO.{)eb, 
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cmb mOen to at Oe e1Pireb, great ma' t~e mourning anb lament. 
ation ot)er Oim tOrousO dU Oi6 finsbom. 9( ~airn t~en rdifeb 
t~ell a~ot)e Oim, anb mu~ soob6 cdfi t6ell tOmin, et)en d6 ~e 
ORb babe t~em. Wfter t6i6, sat)e 5 f t t ~ to f an Oonourdb!e 
banquet, c\llb t~ereto came u~ aU Oi6 men. stOu!, at once 
togetOer, branf tOtl) .ling III n g" ~unerdl.iffe anb t~e meb, 
bins.~afi Of :J n g e b 0 f g anb 5 d t ~ to f. st6eredfter fettleb 
5 d t ~ t 0 f t6ere, rulins ot)er t~ ldnb, dnb etleemeb anb 
fdmou! rodB Oe in tOe fisOt Of aU men. IDlanp d)irbren bore 
:J ng ebor g unto Oim. 

(!tAp. XV. 

0f Irit'~iof Anb t~e ~fot~er~ ('else .Anb (,edfb" ... 

9loro it roR! tolb tOe .IinS' in Sogn, t~e R3rotOer6 Of :J n g e. 
b 0 f g, ~oro t6at 5 d t ~ t 0 f Odb sotten t6e djief frodll in 
lUnaArtfe, dn!) Ollb o&taine!) in marriage tOeir fifier :J n g e. 
bOfg. ~elge t~en fait~ unto ~AlfbAn Oi6 brot~er, 
'inonfirou8 inl)eeb anb htfofent bellonb meafure i6 it, t~at a 
~ e f fe" [<!Oief <!~tdin'!] fon f60ufl) tOtt! ~~e' Oer!' 9l0r0 
tOerefore a~em&re t~tl) uer" sreat force6, anI) mardj tOereroitO 
into lUnSAfUe, t6infins to fla" S d t ~ i 0 f anb fubl)lIe au 
Oi6 fingbom unber t6em. ~ut ro~en 5 r t t ~ I 0 f rodB informeb 
Oereof, satOnel) Oe OiB troop8 tosetOer anb fi'ofe tOu! to :J n g e~ 
b 0 r g: '2ndr i8 noro come into our fingborn. tl3ut roOattuer 
ma" be tOe enl) tOereof, tOee roiU roe neuer fee foof unPinbl,,: 
'eo far i6 it noro come,. anfroeretO r~e, 'tOat roe mufi fet t(,ee 
be tOe Oig~eff" eo it rodB affo, tOat :e j & r n, abl)ancins 
from t~e ~afi, came in to tOe Oe~ of 5 r t t ~ I 0 f. 9l0ro 
Ulard) t~e" to tbe battle, anI) it roR! a8 it 6ab euer ~een &cfore, 
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t~at S tit () i 0 f 11'41 forcmoff in t~e tOitfeff of t~e ffg~t. 3t 
b~ncb nott), t~at ~e anb :$ etg e t~e .ting came to e~ange 
blolt'6 11'it~ ea~ ot~er, anb OiB beatO.11'ounb fO got ~e from tOe 
~anb of S d t () i 0 f. stOen caufeb 5 d t () 10 f t~e @S~ielb of 
SJ)eace to "e lifteb up, anb bere"" 1l'a6 t~e contefl "rofen Off. 
st{)en fpore S d t () I 0 f unto :$ At fb a n t~ .ting anb faib: 
'!troo conbition6 are t~ere nom ~ere before tOee; citOer t~at t60u 
put aU unber mp ~mer anb rufe, or t~at t~u set tOP &ane
b(ott) euen a6 t~" &rot~er &cfore tOee, for to me it fcemet~ t~at 
6ere 3 baue tOe better in tOe quarrel: st6u6 djofe :$ alfb an, 
t{)erefore, t6at 6imfelf anb aU ~i" rearm ~olllb &e in t6e ~anbB 
of S rl t () t 0 f. eo wa6 it t~en, t~at S d t () i 0 f toor tOe rule 
ouer esog ne-Sytri, but :$ a t fb a n became :$ e r f e tOereof, 
P4l)ing unto S d t () lof R tri6ute fo fong a" be gouerneb lUnga. 
rife. st{)ereafter toor S d t () 10 f tOe name of lUng OI)Cr 
eso6ne-Sytrt, for 1Un6adte 8Rue Oe "ad unto t~e eion6 of 
1l t n 6. ~ftcr t6iG won ~e unber ~im t6at fanb ~is~t :$arbe. 
tanb. ~n6 tmo ~ab be, <Bunnt()lof anb :$unnt()iof, 
botb 110ut men anb famou6 in t6cir ba". - f!n_ttfJ so 'tte 
ttl .iaga of itritt;iof tt;e '8olt. 

-
The pecuUar alliterative metres or the Recitative-Chaunts. 

and that general tone or vigorous simplicity. 
"Then most adom'd when unadoro'd the most," 

which pervades the Original as all the other Icelandic Sagas. 
- have been preserved throughout in the above Translation» 
which is as literal as a due regard to the genius or the two 
languages would admit. 

The text has been rendered in a style rather antique. -
but old-rashioned spellings, and Archaisms decidedly unintelli
gible to a common Reader. have been purposely rejected. 
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INTRODUCTORY LETTER 

TO 

FRITHIOF'S SA GA. 

BY 

ESAIAS TEaRSR. 
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:TRANSLATED, 

INTRODUCTORY LBTTBR, 
1'110)1 

Bishop TEORBa 

TO 

TilE TRANSLATOR. 

Dated (htrabo. April ~Jj. ,839 . 

• 

At the time when 'Frithiof' was composed, it was com· 
monly enough believed among the Literati of Sweden -
and I need only mention Leopold as an example - tha, 

. what was called the Gothic Poetry was, notwithstanding 
the talent it was admitted had been employed on it,'" 
altogether and organically unsuccessful. This Poesy. it 
was asserted. rested for fundamental support on a wildness 
of manners and opinions and an only partial developement 
of the relations of Society, impossible to reconcile with 
the Poetry of present times. The latter was, properly 
enough, regarded as the Daughter of Modern Civilization, 
and in Her countenance it was that the Age recognized, 
though beautified and idealized, the features of itself. 
And, indeed, it is quite true that all Poetry must reflect 
the progress and temperameut of its Time; but still we 
find those general human passions and circumstances. 
which must remain unchanged in every period. and may 
he regal'ded as the foundation of l>oetry. Even hefore 

• For 'Idona' hid long ,ince been poblbbed, 

6 
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this, though willi various success Ling * had trffSktcd 

sevcral Northcrn Subjects, - for the most part in a 
Dramatic form. It has been observed that grcat poetic 

lay more in tho Lgt'ic , Sknd tho$; 
h0'" pSkintf3 extSkrior DSkture fer bettez" thffn thn: erer"ffhaoying 
Soul. That the Northern Saga can succcssfully af3numu 
the Dramatic form is, however, abundantly provcd by the 

of ODilcnschliiger. It is with _pleasure I acknow-
his Ilrst have me the IYca ¥if Frithiof. 

wen :never mh meanmg, tbis Poem, 
rnch SCfcms %0 havr bern rpiHion of 

simply to versify the Saga. The most transient cOtrnperisOtrl 
ought to havc shown, not only that the whole denouement 
in dHHerent in the Poem ond Haga, but also that 

of ius a" C"ntol It In, ,XV, 
XXI XXIII aud XXIV, haHn little if and, 

at least a ,"cry distant ground in the Legcnd" Indecd it 
is not in this one, but in other Icelandic Sagas that we 

to the rourees of lhe I have chosen. 
<bbjnd was to represnnt peeti<zal tlie 

Northern Hero-Age" It was Hot Foithiof, ao 
whom I would paint; it was the epoch of which he was 
chosen as Bepresentative. It is tl'ue that I preserved, 

z'OSpt"ct the holl nmtlis:e of 
hut at thf~ SfHffe limo, thought 
01' to take awad just as was most conv-enient fOi' my 
This, as I supposed, was a part of that poetic liberty, 
withvfllt nhioh it ii impossihle to proYuce any independent 
treatmeot poetieel 

• T]le Traffflalfff re"feta 20 fffflc tl,af IlIif. lli~ !0'SlfffhNf Gyffula~Kf£· 

Sayan and good l'oel expired a few d"y~ "So. 
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In the Saga we find much that is high-minded and 
heroic, and which, eqnally demanding the homage of evel'Y 
period, both could and ought to be preserved. But, at 
the same time, we meet occasional instances of the raV!, 
the savage, the barbarous, which required to be eithel' 
altogether taken away, or' to be considerably softened 
down. To a certain extent therefore, it was necessary to 
modernize; but just the difficulty here was to find the 
fitting lagom. * On the one hand the Poem ought not 
too glaringly to offend our milder opinions and more 
refined habits; but on the other, it was important not to 
sacrifice the' national the lively the vigorous and the na
tural. There could, and ought to, blow through the Song 
that cold winter-air, that fresh Northwind which charac
terizes so much both the climate and the temperament 
of the North. But neither should the Storm howl till -
the VCl'y quicksilver froze, and all the more tender emo
tions of the heart were extinguished. 

It is properly in the bearing of Frithiof's character 
that I have sought thc resolution of this problem. The 
noblc, the high-minded, the bold which is the great 
feature of all Heroism - ought not, of course, to be 
missing there; and materials sufficient abounded bOllt in 
this and in many other Sagas. But together with this 
more general Heroism, I have endeavoured to invest the 
c1laracter of Frithiof with something individually Northern 
- that fresh-living, insolent, daring rashness which belongs. 
01' at least formerly belonged, to the national temperament. 
Ingeborg says of Frithiof, (p. 89) 

• ClLagom" is a beautiful word, wltich h is iUllloasible always fully 10 
translate. It occurs frequeutly in Swellisl" aud answers 10 OU1' 'jU$\ 

the lhiDS,' 'just right,' 'medillm,' 'mollernle,' cle. - O. S. 
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How glad, how daring-all, how full of hope! 
His good Sword pointing to tbe NORNA'S bosom, 
'Tbou shalt,' saitb He, 'Thou shalt give way.' * 

Tbese lines contain tbe key to Frithiof's cbaracter., and, 
in point of fact, to tbe wbole poem. Even the mild, 
peace-loving, friend-rich old King Ring is not destitute 
of this great national quality, at least in tbe manner of 
bis death; and it is for this reason I let bim "Carve 
himself with Geirs-odd," - undoubtedly a barbarous 
custom, but still cbaracteristic of tbe time and tbe popular 
manners. 

Another peculiarity common to the people of the 
North, is a certain disposition for melancboly and heav
iness of spirit common to all deeper characters. Like 
some Elegiac key-note, its sound pervades all our old 
national melodies, and generally whatever is expressive in 
our annals, - for it is found in the depths of the Nation's 
heart. I have somewbere or other ** said of Bellman, the 
most national of our Poets, 

And mark tbe touch of gloom his brow o'ershading -
A Northern minstrel-look, a grief in r08y-red! ** 

for tbis melancboly, so far from opposing the fresh live
liness and cheerful vigour common to the nation, only 
gives tbem yet more strength and elasticity. There is a 
certaiu kind of life-enjoying gladness {and of this, Public 

• "Bur glad. hur trotllg. hur filrhoppaiAgafull! 
HaD aitter ape tieD af litt goda .Tird 
Pa Nornans broil, och sliger: du skall vika!" 

",iIIti.{t 1M,.. ,. II • 

•• "och mark det vemodldraget iirver paDDan. 
cit Nordiskt SlIngudrag, en lorg i roaenriidt!" 

Tllese lines are from Tegner's very beantiful Veraes OD the Juhilee of 
the Swedi,1l A~adeJRy. in 1836. - (StaDza Xl. - O. Ii. 
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Opinion has accused the Fl'eoch .,J which finally reposes 
on frivolity; - that of the North is built on seriousness. 
And therefore I have also endeavoured to develope in 
Frithiof somewhat of this meditative gloom. His repent
ant regret at the unwilling Templc;-fire, - his scrupulous 
fear of Balder, (p. 151) 

'Who sits in yon sky, gloomy thoughts sending down; 
ne'er my soul from their sadness is freed" * 

and his longing for the final Reconciliation aud for calm 
within him, are proofs not only of a l·eligious craving, 
but. also and still more of a natural tendency to sorrow
fulness common to every serious mind, at least. in the 
North of Europe. 

I have been reproached (though I cannot help think
ing. without good reason) with having given the love 
between Frithiof and Ingeborg. for instance in 'The Parl
ing' - too modern and sentimental a cast. As regards 
this I ought to remark J that Reverence for the Sex was 
from the earliest times, long before the introduction of 
Christianity, a national feature of the German Peoples. 
On this account it was. that the light inconstant and simply 
sensual view of Love J - which prevailed among the most 
cultivated nations of Antiquity, - was a thiog quite foreign 
to the habits of the North. Song and Saga overflow with 
the most touching Legends of romantic Love and Faith 
in the North, long before t.he spirit of Chivalry had made 
Woman the Idol of Man in the South. The circnmstances 
assumed between Ingeborg and Frithiof seem to me. there
fore, to rest upon sufficient. historical ground, - if not 

• "10m allier I Ikyn, Iklckar tankarna ned. 
10m r6rm6rka nutt slune allt;emt." 

,.,ilM.,. s.,.. ,.. II •. 
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personally, - in the manners and opinions of the Age. 
That delicacy of sentiment with which Ingeborg refused to 
accompany her Lover, and rather sacrificed her inclination 
than withdrew herself from the authority of her Brother 
and Guardian - seems to me to find its reason in the 
nature of each nobler female, which is the same in every 
Period and in every Land. 

The Subjective thus contained in the Events and 
Characters demanded, or at least permitted, a departure 
fl'om the usual Epic uniformity in their treatment. The 
most suitable method seemed to me. to resolve the Epie 
form into free Lytic Romances. I had the example of 
Oehlensehliiger. in his Helge, before me; and have since 
found that it has been followed by others. It carries with 

• it the advantage of enabling" one to change the metre in 
accordance with the contents of every separate song. Thus, 
for instance. I doubt whether 'Ingeborg's Lament' (Canto 
IX) could be given with advantage in any Language in 
Hexameters or Ten-syllabled Iambics. whether rhymed or 
not. I am well aware that many regard this as opposed 
to the Epic unity. which is. however. so nearly allied to 
monotony. But I regard this unity as more than sufficiently 
compensated by the freer room and fresher changes gained 
by its abandonment. Just this liberty, however, to be 
properly employed, requires so much the more thought, 
understanding, and taste; for with every separate Piecc 
one must endeavour to find the exactly suitable form, a 
thing not always ready for one's hand in the language. 
It is for this reason that I have attempted (with greatcl' 
or less success) to imitate several metres, especially from 
the Poets of Antiquity, Thus the Pentameter Iambic, hy
percatalectic ill the third foot, (Canto II) - tIle six-footed 
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Iambic (C. XIV) - the Aristophanic Anapests (C. XV) 
- the Trochaic Tetrameter (C. XVI) - and the Tragic 
Senarius (C. XXIV), - were little, if at all, heard of in 
Swe<lish previous to my attempts. 

As l'egards the language in itself, - the antique sub
ject invited one sometimes to use an Archaism, especially 
where such an expression, without being obscure, seemed 
to carry with it any particular emphasis. Still this care 
is at all events iost abroad .... and sometimes even at home. 
It demands, nevertheless, very much prudence - for the 
great stream of words in a modern Poem must, naturally, 
flow from the language of the day. although an obsolescent 
word or two may occasionally be employed. 

Es. TEGNER. 

• The Translator hopes he Jlas succeeded in preserving the same an
tique eaat In Ilia Version as in the OriglnaJ. This he has attempted, 
bo,vcver, rather by what be bas omitted - tho modern and tbe con
versational - than by wJlat he has inserted, tboagh a Cew _ .. ". 

r«rit." and venerable arcllaisms are sometimes 10 be met with • 

• 
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4 RORWBOl4R STORT. 

From the Original Swedish 

0, 

OF 

ESA.IA.S TEGNER. 
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NAMES OF THE PERSONAGES 

WHO FIGURE IN THE 

LEGEND OF FBITBIOF. 

BELE, Fylke-King (Independent Cbief) of Soglle-District, iu 
Norway. 

HELGE, } His sons, co-heirs to his tbrone and lands. 
HALFDA.N, 

INGEBORG, His only' daughter, foster-sister and Beloved of 

FRITRIOF. 

THOBSTEN, A rich and powerful Yeoman (Bonde), friend, 
cbief stay, and brother-in-arms of King BELE. 

FRITRlOF, His son, Lover of INGEBORG, alld the Hero of 
tbe Poem. 

BlLDBlG, A venerable Peasant, the foster-father of' FRITHIOF 

and of BlGEBORG. 

BIOBN, His son, sworn friend and weapon-comrade of FRITHIOF. 

BING, Fylke-King of Ringe-Rike, ill Norway. 

A.NGA.NTYR, Jarl, (Earl or reigning Cbieftain) of tbe Orkney 
Islands. 

A.TLE, A Berserk, one of bis 'Var-mell. 
Priests, 'Varriors. Scalds, Peasants &c. 

Scene, Framnas and its neighbourbood (in Sogne-District), and 

tbe Orkneys. 
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Extract of a letter 
from the 

AUTHOR OF FaITHIOF'S SAGA. 

Dated iJstralJo, 4 DecemlJer, 1838. 

"Det ilr min ofvertygelse aU ingen af de foregaende 
Ofversiittarne som jag haft tillflille alt liira kiinna, intriingt 
sa som Herr Professoren i Originalets ursprungliga anda 
och sa respekterat dess Nordiska egenheter." 

Es. TEGNeR. 

Translation. . 
I am of opinion, that no one of all the previous Trans

lators with whom I have had an opportunity of meeting, have 
penetrated so deeply into the fundamental spirit of the Original 
and have so much respected its Northern characteristics as -
yourself. 

Es. TEGNtR. 
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, CAKTO L 

fritltiof an 3n,.ebor,~ 
• 
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Argument. 

In this simple Ballad-Canto, so beautiful in the Original, 

are related the youthful graces and exploits of INGEBORO and of 
FRITHIOF, their slowly ripening and tender affection, and the 
bold resolve of FRITHIOF to assert and abide his choice, "come 
what will" - Never was pure, lofty, fervid Love, that 

"feeling from the godhead caught, 
To wean from self each sordid thought; 
A Ray of Him who form'd the whole; 

A glory circling round the soul '" *) 
painted with more impassion'd artlessness! The FRITBIOF and 
INGEBORG of the North, how different from the ROMEO and JULIET 

of the South, - and yet how much the same! Climate and 
customs modify, but Nature changes never! 

The metre in the Translation is that of the illustrious Author, 
except that the latter half of every verse has alwa!J8 femiDine 
rhymes in Swedish. - We need not remind the English reader 
how scarce such Rhymes are in his Tongue, notwithstanding 

its acknowledged richness . 

• ) anow, TAe GiaOllr. 
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CANTO I. 

j1ritfJiot «nil JngefJorg. 

I. 

T wo Plants, in HILDING'S garden fair. 
Grew up beneath his fostering care; 
Their match the North had never seen, 
So nobly tow'r'd they in the green! 

D. 

The one shot forth like some broad Oak, 
Its trunk a batde-Iance unbroke; 
But helmet-like the top ascends, 
As Heav'n's soft breeze its arch'd round bends. 

m. 
Like some sweet Rose, - bleak winter flown, -
That other fresh young Plant y-shone; 
From out this Rose Spring yet scarce gleameth, 
Within the bud it lies and dreameth. 

IV. 

But cloud-sprung Storm round th'Earth shall go. -
That Oak then wresdes with his foe; 
Her heav'nly path Spring's sun sha~l trcad. -
Then opes that Rose her 'ips so red! 
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v. 
Thus sportful, glad. and green they sprung. 
And FRITHIOF was that Oak the young; -
The Rose so brightly blooming there -
She hight was INGEBORG THE FAIR. 

VI. 

Saw'st thou the two by gold-beam'd day, -
To FRE1A'S Courts thy thoughts would stray 
Where, bright-hair'd and with rosy pinions. 
Swings many a bride-pair - Love's own minions. 

VII. 

But saw'st thou them, by moonlight's sheen. 
Dance round beneath the leafy green -
Thou'dst say, in yon sweet garland-grove 
The King and Queen of fairies move. 

YIn. 

How precious was the prize he earn'd 
When his {h'st rune the youth had learn'd! -. 
No King's could His bright glory reach, -
That letter would he ING'BORG teach. 

IX. 

How gladly at Her side steer'd he 
His barque across the dark blue sea! 
When gaily tacking FRITHIOF stands. 
How merrily clap her small white hands! 

:1. 

No birds' nests yet so lofty were. 
Tha~ thither he not climb'd for Her; 
E'en th'Eagle, as he cloud·ward swung, 
'Vas pluucler'd both of eggs and young. 
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XI. 

No streamlet's waters rush'd so swift, 
O'er which he would not ING'BORG lift; 
So pleasant feels, when foam-rush 'larms, 
The gentle cling of small white arms! 

xu. 
The first pale flow'r that spring had shed. 
The strawberry sweet that first grew red I 
The corn-ear first in ripe gold clad, -
To Her he offer'd, true and glad. 

XIII. 

But Childhood·s days full quickly fly; 
He stands a stripling now, with eye 
Of haughty fire which hopes and prayeth; -
And She, with budding breast, see! strayeth. 

lIV. 

The Chase young FRITIIIOF ceaseless sought; 
Nor oft would hunter so have fought; 
For, swordless spcarless all, he'd dare 
With naked strength the savage bear: 

xv. 
Then breast to breast they struggled grim; -
Though torn, the bold youth masters him! 
With shaggy hide now see him laden -
Such spoils refuse - how can the maiden? 

XVI. 

For Man's brave deeds still Woman wile; 
Strength well is worth young Beauty's smile; 
Each other suit they, fitly blending 
Like helm o'er polilh'd browl loft bcnqing! 

7 
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)tvu. 

But read he, some cold Winter's night. 
(The fire-heal'th's flaming hlaze his light) 
A Song of r aZhaZf 8 hrightnesses, 
And all its gods and goddesses; -

xvm. 
He'd think: 'Yes! yellow's FREJA'S hail'. 
A corn-land-sea. hreeze-wav'j so fair; -
Sure nm'BORG'S, that like gold-net tremhles 
Round rose and lily, Hers resembles! 

XIX.. 

'Rich. white, soft, cleal' is lDUN'S hreast; 
How it heaves heneath her silken vest! 
A silk I know. whose heave discloses 
Light-fairies two with budding roses. 

11. 

'And hlue are FRIGGA'S eyes to see, 
Blue as Heav'ns cloudless canopy! -
But I know eyes, to whose hright heams 
The light hlue Spring-day darksome seems. 

1XI. 

'The Bards pI'aise GERDA'S cheeks too hjgh, 
Fresh snows which playful North-lights dye! -
I cheeks have seen. whose day lights, clear, 
Two dawnings hlushing in one sphere. 

xxu. 
'A heart like NANNA'S own rve found, 
As tender, - why not so renown'd ¥ 
Ah! happy BALDER; ilk hreast swelleth 
To share the death thy Scald o'ertelleth, 
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'Yes! my Ycath like 
A faithful maid lamenting me -

maih NMJlCA, tE:ndE:N'. truN; 
How glad fd stay with HEL the blne I' 

x:x.IV. 

Kicy's child giaNI HeE: Jove 
Sat murmuring Hero-Songs, and wove 
Thc' E:dventnres ¥.hat Her Hhief had tE:en, 
And billows bluE: and grfNfNZS d grefn; 

xxv. 
hlow ftart Yfom nut WUZ)l's )Cln,v',Z",'1 

Round. gold-embroider'd, shining shields 
ud lanE:E:s flying ffd, 

And E:¥ar with silE:er thread 

XXVI. 

Czzt bd aay Hero E:till 
Grows FRITHIOF like weave how shn will 
gE:,.nd, as His fOxnn 'mid thc' 8rro.'d host rushes, 

joaful, aaC 

xxvu. 
nnITHWF, ',,{herN; his be, 

CarvN:E: I and F i th' iE:ll birch-lz'z.ze; 

The runes right gladly grow united. 
Their hOuny heE:x'ts bh onc HamE: lighted. 

xxvm. 
htande DAe on Hrav'n's arch - throne so fair! 
King Nzf thz.z would with golden 

Waking the tread of life and men -
Each thinht but uf olhzzr then! 

9 
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XXIX. 

Stands NIGHT on Heav'n's arch - throne so fair! 
World's mother with Her dark-hued hair, 
While stars tread soft, all hush'd 'mong men
Each dreams but of the other then I 

:x:I.:L 

'Thou EARTH' - each spring through all thy bow'rs 
Thy green locks jeweling thick with flow'rs -
Thy choicest give' fair weaving them, 
My FRITHIOF shall the garland gem: 

11XL 

'Thou SEA' in whose deep gloomy han 
Shine thousand pearls, hear Love's loud call, 
Thy fairest give me, to bedeck 
That whiter pearl - my ING'DORG'S neck" 

XXXlL 

'Oh crown of ODEN'S Royal Throne, 
Eye of the world. bright golden SUN' -

Wert thou but mine, should FRITHIOF wield 
Thy shining disc, His shining shield.' 

:xxxm. 

'Oh lamp of great ALLFATHER'S Dome, 
Thou MOON. whose beams so pale-clear roam! -
Wert thou but mine. should ING'DORG wear 
Thy crescent-orb among her hair.' 

Then BILDING spoke: 'From this love-play 
Turn, fosterson. thy mind away; 
Had wisdom rul'd, thou ne'er hadst sought her -
»The maid», fate cl1es, »is DELE'S Daughter!» 
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L~Y. 

'Tf? ODRfJ, His sky" 
Ascends her titled ancestry; 
BRt THDEiSTEN"S smf art thou; give way! 
Fm- »1ikEi thriEies hEist ?Eiith like» ?hey 

XXXVI. 

B!33 FRnmOEi- smiling; fly 
To Death's dark vale mh ancestry; 

fon??t's late slew ,prihe 
Of high birzh heir'a I nith 

X1XYII. 

'The frrrhotg mtR yielfls nf?£:; stiU 
His arm. wins worlds where' er it will; 
F fiEitunc can mend as well as mar. 
Hffl?e's €Jrnanentt righ¥ KinkRy 

xxxvm. 
'hhdat fO?€'fr? ! TilOR, 
Its sire in Thrud rank' 'f £o:&"t gi vti law; 
Not birth, but worth, he weighs above; -

?trOKlkly itt lovi 

XXXIX. 

'h tfS ! will dght hz}r 
Though e'e?l the Thurd'rink God defif}d. 
Rest thee, my lily, glad at heart; 

ffe rash Ut Ifart 

11 
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CArro D. 

BittJ) .tlt 
Clnb 

-
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Argument. 

King DELE, worn down with years and (eeling his end ap

proaching, summons his SODS and FRITDJOr, and with DILDUfG 

at his side counsels them in many a proverb of Northern wisdom. 
'Life's changing scenes', then exclaims the aged DILDING to the 
King, 'have we shared together, and in death we will not be 
divided.' - He also then exhorts the three in sharp sayings 
and Scandinavian lore. 

Both then loterchaDge words of friendly greeting; and, 
again saluting the young w&niors they love so much, they 
conclude by commending them to the care and blessing of FREY, 

of ODEN, ~d of TBOR. 

It was not possible to retaiD in this Canto the metre of the 
original, of which W8 subjoin the first verse as & specimen: 

''Kung DELE, stlSdd pl svlrdet, i Kungssal stod, 
hos honom TBORSTEN VlItINGSSON, den bon de god, 
hans gamle vapenbroder, snart hundraBrig, 
och Irrig som eD roosteD, oeb silCverhlrig." 

Tegftlr. Fritliof, p. 10. 
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CANTO D. 

I. 

In regal Hall King BELE stood, 
His sword a staff of light, 

And near him lean'd that Yeoman good 
THORSTEN VIKINGSSON hight; 

His weapon-brother old was he, 
A hundred years well nigh, 

And scarr'd all o'er as Rune-stones be, 
And silver-hair'd on high. 

D. 

They stood as up and down a hill 
Two otrring-houses stand; 

Once, shrines for Heathen Gods to fill, 
Now, ruin'd in the land; 

But wisdom's runes, carv'd deep and fast, 
Those broken walls still hide, 

And high traditions of the past 
On each arch'd vault reside. 
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lThe shadee of 

ID. 

hseten 
So speaketh DELE now; 
mead~eup'e flaVfSur aU is uoue, 

The helm weighs down my brow; 
rfsion fffils trffffe the lines 

Of human weal and woe: 
But uearer, brighter, VaT fall sUines, 

Mf death's fft haud? I trow' 

IV. 

anh friend, 
ThB son is summon'd too; 

Tor still together should ?G{ffnd, 

As we mere mont dfh-
A warning shall they have to day, 

These eeglee anU 

Before all counsel sleeps for aye 
Upen the mfm's 

v. 
Then, as the King's commandment ran, 

Aheanc\1 thrB up the lIell. 
The first was HELGE, pale and wan 

glnzfmieet of them ell; 

He, where yond' altar-circle lies, 
Mong spaemeo to atand, 

Ild eame from gl'OSffZ of zacrifice 
With blood upon his hand. 

VI. 

uALFuAN thn neet a 
With locks as bright liS gold; 



Noble his features were, in sooth, 
Thzmgh "Czeomzmly thzeir ZHZ,'UHZ, 

His sword was belted round about 

For "Cpoze, 

And, in the guise of hero stout.z 
SO.F:znr gid resrwblzzz.1 he. 

But close behind them FRITHIOF goes, 

WZ:'"CdP'd in mzmtle blue; 
His height a whole head taller rose 

Than that of both the two. 
Hze st"C[zds lz"Ctwern thze brzzthers dnerr -

As though the ripe day stood 
Atwezezz yozmg rO"Cd,faize Z 

And night within the wood. 

$;Z¥lI. 

childrzezz', s"Cith tde 

'Soon sets my Ev'ning's sun; 
KiHlz , 

the in peaczz noze brizzh 
Discord 'mid Union. 

Aer Anion gIl izz one fenfolzIs; 

The Ring she likens most 

17 

gratps the lance; where no ring holds 
Thg lanezez's s¥.gengtl: is h)ft. 

IX. 

'het fierce gtand a szzketinA, 

Before the country's gate; 
Aet Peace within the bedg'd land dwell, 

Bloominh anI: oonZeZYZratg, 

The sword defence alone should yield, 
Elge is stee.z£ to,ze hard 
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Forg'd for a padlock was the Shield. 
The peasant's barn to guard. 

x. 

'His own good land who'd fain oppress -
Is but a simple man; 

For Kings can do. as all confess. 
But what their Peopte can. 

When. on the rocky mountain's side, 
The sapless trunk is dead, --

The thick-leav'd croWn that WH its pride 
Soon. too. is withered. 

XL 

'On pillars four of np-hellp'd stone 
Stands high Heav'ns lofty round; 

The throne can only rest upon 
Just Laws' all-holy ·ground. 

When Diets sanction fear'd Kings' wrongs. -
Stands ruin near athllnd; 

But glory to the King belongs. 
And good unto his land. 

XII. 

'Full well in Disarsal reside 
The Gods. 0 HELGE; but 

Not as weak snails, that still abide 
Within their shells close shut; -

Far as bright day-light shines on high, 
Far as the voice can sound. 

Far as man's thought can upward fly, -
The. Mighty Gods are found! 
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&111. 

'How oft, in lungs of oft'er'd hawk, 
Stand faithless toke!l-signs! 

And falsely many a rune doth talk. 
Though deeply-grav'd the lines: 

But, HELGE, on a heart whose lore 
Is sound, glad, upright, just -

Has ODEll written runes all o'er 
Which gods and men may trust. 

XIV. 

'Firm but not harsh, my son, - let Might 
The touch of Mercy feel; 

For sword that bends the most, will bite 
Most sharply on the steel. 

Know, HELGE, it becomes a King 
Gentle to be, though bold, 

As flow'rs adorn the Shield; - soft Spring 
Brings more than Winter-cold. 

xv. 

'A friendless Chief, however fear'd 
However hright his day, 

Dies like a trunk in deserts rear'd, 
Its hark all peerd away; 

But whoso claims fast faitbful friends -
Grows like the woodland tree, 

Round Whose deep roots the streamlet wends, 
Whose branches shelter'd he. 

XVI. 

'Boast not the fame thy dead Sires gain'd, 
Each hath his own, no more; 

19 
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Hallt thou to bend the bow vain strain'd -
The bow's not thine, give o'er. 

What wilt thou with that bright esteem 
Which down i'th' grave doth sleep¥ 

With own fierce waves, the rushing stream 
Flows onward through the deep. 

XVIl. 

'Thou, HALFDAN, hear! - A pleasant wit 
Is wise men's profiting; 

But idle talk can none befit J 

And least of all a King; 
Mere honey can no mead afford, 

With hops 'tis brew'd alway; -
Put steel, young man! into thy sword, 

Put earnest in thy play! 

XVIII. 

'Too much good sense none ever show, 
However wise it fall -

But little' enough full many know, 
Who have no wit at all. 

An ignorant guest is but despis'd, 
Though seated on the dais; 

But clever men's discourse is pris'd. 
However low their place. 

XIL 

'Thy true-fast friend is close at hand. 
Thy fosterbrother dear, 

Although, to reach his welc'ming land, 
The road be not so near. 

Btlt. HALFDAN, far enough away 
That mansion proves to be, -
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Be short the journey as it may. -
Which holds an enemy. 

xx. 

'Let not a forward man be made 
Thy bosom-counselor; 

An empty house stands wide display'd. 
Barr'd is the rich man's door. 

Choose one; unnecessary 'tis 
To seek a second friend, 

And the world's secret. HALFDAN. is, 
What with the third should end!' -

XXI. 

Then upstood THORSTEN. and began 
Iu words like these to speak: 

'Not thus. alone. King DELE can 
ODEN'S Valhalla seek. 

Together have we shar'd, 0 King! 
The changing scenes of life, -

And Death, I hope. will never bring 
Occasion for our strife! 

XXII. 

'Old Age, 80n FRITHIOF, in mine ear 
Full many a warning speech 

Hath whisper'd soft; list now. and hear 
What wisdom they can teach. 

l' th' North-land ODEN'S birds sweep down 
On cairn and hero-mound; 

-
On the'old man's lips. - ah! sweet renown, 

Sit wise words. thoughts profound! 

21 

Digitized by Coogle 



XXIII. 

'And first, High Goh23 r~eE"';E"ce! 

For good and evil come 
hike 23tnrm s"n23hine ,not hnm,e, 

But Valha11's shining home; 
Ahe h,,,,rt's £t£1E"st n23,,23et E"£££1lt8 seE" 

Though clos'd with fast'nings strong, 

And p"""nce 23ba11 thE"re 
For but one moment's Wl'ong. 

XXIV~ 

'Obey the King. \Vith force and skill 
Sh23U one 

With stars dim Night the sky may fill, 
But ,me hath bright Day~ 

Willing the hetter man plehge 
ThE" best glad praise his deeds; 

'ghe wanp" all 
A good hilt, too, it needs. 

xxv, 

'FRITHIOF, great strength the Gods bestow, 
And gooh is , son 

But, without wit, mere force we know 
Is 23"E"1l oni~spcnt nnd dune, 

By one man slain - the bear can wield 
TwnAe giE"g'S siE"ength in hi" paw 

Yes! 'gainst the sword-thrust's held the shield, 
'GeiRlst viul,'DCC th" Law 

XXVL 

f,,"," the bughth chief is 
Haled he is by all; 



And arrogaaee, hy few rever'd, 
Is father to a fall. 

How many have I seen high soar -
N ow on a crutch bent low; -

Seasons, not men, the harvest pour, 
And Heav'n's winds fortune blow. 

nVIL 

'When down the setting sun hath sunk -
Then, FRITHIOF, praise the day; 

Ale may be prais'd, too - when ',is drunk.; 
And - follow'd - counsel may. 

Fond youth on many t.hings for aid 
Will trust itself, indeed; 

But battle proves the keen sword-blade, 
And want, a friend in need! 

XXVIn. 

'Trust not to night-old ice, or snow 
Which some spring-day may see, 

Or slumb'ring snakes, or words that flow 
Frae th'gisl upon thy knee; 

For, on a wheel that nothing stills, 
Is turn'd fair Woman's breast, 

And 'neath those soft white lily-hills 
Inconstancy doth rest! 

XXIX. 

'Down to the grave thyself must go. 
And what thou hast, away; 

But one thing, FRITHIOF, well I know 
Which never can decay, -

That is, the' unchanging doom decreed 
To ev'ry dead man's Spright; -

23 
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And do thou 
noble 

right !' 

xxx. 

His warnings thus gave hoary age 
In BEI.E'S 

As since the Scald whose warnin2s sa2e 
Yet sound in Havamal; 

raee radfZZ pJ:.·overbs 

In pithy eentence forth -
And deeply. from the tomb below, 

et m the Noeth. 

e!P.XI. 

Thereafter talk'd the Heroes both 
In many a heartfelt tone, 

Of tbeir 
Throu2h all thz· Nz)rthland known, 

And how their truefast union. 
wed and wee s.herame, 

(Lik.s. tWff hands. firmly hf'ZZsp'd in one) 
More tight-knit, still, hecame. 

ffffXII. 

'Our arms, zo 
We back to hzzck did ,yield; 

However, then, came NOR.VA'S wrath, 
ytrueh 'grinst the ,hielzL 

BefGGe hOU nf)W willi yefZrs bew'd down, 
We two to Val hall wend; -

nut mah our spirits, be zfhildren z::rown 
Eech wish eaz.zh attend!' 



XXXIII. 

And much and long the King talk'd o'er 
The brave young FRITHIOF'S worth, 

And warrior-might, which alway more 
Was priz'd than Royal Birth; -

And much and long doth THORSTEN praise 
The Northland's high-fam'd Kings. 

And all that glorious fame whose blaze 
From the' ASAR-Heroes springs. -

XXXIV. 

'And now. together as one man 
Hold fast, ye children three! 

Your overmatch. - that know I - can 
Our Northland never see! 

For strength. to Kingly rank and blood 
Indissolubly bound. 

Is like the darkblue steel-rim good 
Which flows the gold-shield round. 

xxxv. 

'My last salute fail not to tell 
ING'BORG. that rose fresh-blown; 

In peace, as it became her well, 
Her lovely form hath grown. 

Hedge round the Fair; let no Storm-wind 
Come down, in evil hour, 

And to his helmet-bonnet bind 
My tender blooming flow'r! 

XXXVI •. 

'HELGE! be thou her guardian. 
Thyself her father prove! 

25 
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ING'BORG, my child. my dearest one 
Oh! lik.e a father love. 

Constraint revolts the gen'rous soul, 
But, HELGE, softness leads 

,\,Voman and man to Virtue's goal -
Just thogghts and noble deeds! 

XXXVII. 

'Beneath two Barrows. in' the earth, 
Lay us, ye children dear! 

One on each side the billowy firth, 
Whose murmurs we may hear. 

For pleasant to the Hero's Ghost 
Resounds the sea's low song; 

Like soft sad Drapas on the coast. 
The wavelets roll along. 

X.XXVIII. 

'Pouring pale splendours round the hill, 
When bright tbe moon hath shone; 

And midnight dews, all calm and still, 
Fall on the Bauta-Itone; -

Then shall we sit, 0 THORSTEN', there 
On our green Cai~s so round 

And. o'er the waters' rush, declare 
How coming fates astound! 

XXXIX. 

'And now, ye Sons, farewell! farewell! 
Hither no more draw nigh. 

With great ALLFATIIER shall we dwell; -
We long to be on high. 

Like as the wearied flood-streams long 
To reach wide ocean's deep. -

And now, FREY guard you, sons, from wrong, 
THOR bless, and ODEN keep!' 
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Argument. 

In the beautiful Hexameters of his third Canto the Author, 
like another DOMER working up the "rhapsodies" of national 
tradition, paints with a bold and yet elegant simplicity the 
picturesque manners of an age remarkably Homeric in its barbaric 
civilization and its pirate independence. 

On the death of his father FRITDIOF succeeds to his lands, 
wealth, and Hall, which is described at large. Then follows a 
detailed History of his three principal valuables - ANGURVADEL 

his falchion, - his ARM-RING the famous, - and his war-ship, 
ELL IDA , the gift of the Sea-god I 

Assembling his friends and retainers, the young Hero 
pledges them at the Grave-ale (funeral banquet) of the Deceased, 
and then, in the midst of the applause of the Scalds, steps into 
the vacant 'seat of his father, now his.' 

English Hexameter verse is so uncommon, and its laws 

so uncertain, - that we are afraid we have trespassed rather 
too largely on the patienc('l and good humour of the reader by 

presenting him with the following "attempt." The "attempt" 
however, was worth while. We need hardly add that, in 
English, tone accent and emphasis must be our guide in con
structing the Hexameter - -rather than syllabic quantity, of 
which we have 50 little that is absolutely determined. So far 
as its comparative novelty would admit, the Translator has aimed 
at a natural and national verse, dilering from the strictly 
classical Germanic Hexameter on the one hand, and the loose 
unequal Dexameter of Southey on the other. - Dow far he has 
succeeded - is another question I 

• 
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CANTO m. 

jfritfJiof Stlt"e~S to tfJe infJeritante 
of fJiS jfatfJer. 

Soft, now, in th'earth were laid ag'd THORSTEN and DELE 

his sovereign 
Where they themselves had bidd'n; one on each side the 

firth rose their barrows, 
Shielding beneath their round two breasts, now death

sunder'd ever. 
HALFDAN and HELGE then, as the People' decreed, were 

successors 
After their sire in the realm; but FRITHIOF divided with 

no one; 
Peaceful he heir'd, sole son to his father, and settled in 

Framnas. 
Far to the right, and the left, and behind his: homestead 

ascended 
Hills and low valIies and rocks, - but its fourth side fi'onted 

the ocean. 
Forests of birch crown'd the mountain-tops, while their 

sides smoothly sloping 
Flourish'd with golden corn, and with man-high bright

waving rye-crops. 
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Lakes full many their glitfring' mirrors held to the 
mountain, 

Held to the woods. too, above, - in whose depths had 
hip-bdlucbing elk-deer, 

Range as they royally trod. or drank of a hundred fresh 
streamlets. 

Pasturing' Herds were seen in the vallies. cropping the 
green-sward , 

Or with sleek sides standing, and bags which long'd for 
the milk-pail. 

'Mid them were spread. here and there o'er the meadows, 
white-woolly sheep-flocks. -

Wand'ring careless and free; as • (when soft winds herald 
the Spring-time.) 

Heav'n's blue vault small far-scatter'd cloudlets flockwise 
besprinkle. 

Rang'd in their stalls. like winds close-fetter'd. and proud 
and impatient, 

Pawing there stood twice twelve chain'd coursers, sweet
grasses champing; 

Knotted with red were their manes, and their hoofs shone 
brightly with steel-shoes. 

Wide, and a House by itself, was the Drinking-Hall, built 
of tough heart-fir; 

Not five hundred men, (though ten twelves went to the 
hundred). 

Fill'd that spacious Hall, when at Yule they gather'd to 
banquet. 

Right through the Hall's whole length ran the Board, of 
scarlet-oak timbers, 

Polish'd and bright like steel; the two High-seat pillars of 
hononr 
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Stood. at ita upper end.~ God-Ifhapes hoth carv'd from hard 
elm-wood, -

ODEN with lordlike features ,and FREY with the sun on 
his homtet. 

Lately., - between them, throo'd 00 his hear-hide (th' hide 
was all coal-black, 

Red like to scarlet its jaws, but the sharp claws shodded 
with silver,) - . 

TRORSTEN Bat there 'mong his friends, Hospitality sitting 
with Gladaess! 

Oft, while 'flte 'Moon flew aimag through t'he sky, the'old 
'Chief would tell, cheerly, 

Marvels 'Which out il'l strange 'lands he had seen, and his 
Vikinga-l'ovings 

Far o'er the Baltic s waves, and the Western seas, and in 
Gandvik. 

Mute sat the list'ning guests, their looks firm fixing on 
the'old man's 

Lips, like the bee on its rose; hut the Scald thought, 
silent, on DRAGE 

As, with silvery heard and runes on his tongue, he sits 
calmly 

Telling, beneath some thick-spreading beech-tree, a Saga by 
MIllER'S 

Fount whose waves ever murmur, himself a Saga undying. 
Midst on the straw-strewn floor, shot the fire-flame cease

lessly upwards, 
Glad in its stone-wall'd Learth; while down through the 

wide-stretching chimney 
Heav'nly friends, blue-twinkling stars, glanc'd bright on 

the Hall-guests. 
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But, round the wall, on nails of hard st.eel, all in rows 
were suspended 

Helmet and mail alternate, - while here and there- from 
among them 

Lighten'd a sword, as in Wint.er-ev'nings a shooting-star 
light'neth. 

Yet, more bright. than or helmet or sword, in the Hall 
shone the war-shields, 

Clear as the Sun's bright orb or the pale moon's silvery 
surface. 

Went there at times a fair maid round t.he board, upfilling 
the mead-horns, -

Blush'd she with down-cast eyne, - in the mirrowing shield 
her image, 

Even as she, blush'd too; - how it gladded the deep
drinking champions! 

Rich was the House; wherever t.hou lookedst, still met 
thy gazings 

Close-fiU'd cellars, and crowded presses, and well-vieluall'd 
store-rooms. 

Many a jewel there, too, was hidden, the booty of eon"quest, 
Gold earv'd o'er with runes, and silver artfully graveu. 
Three things yet., among all this wealth, most precious 

were valued. 
First of the three, that sword which from father to son 

went an heir-loom; 
Anguroadel the brand was hight., and the brother of 

lightning. 
Forg'd had it. been in some E!ls~rn land, (saith ancient 

tradition,) 
Harden'd in Dwarf-fires red; and at first BJORN BLATAND 

had borne it. 
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BJtiRN " nathless, both the Sword and his life lost soon at 
one venture, -

Sbuthward in Groningasund, when he fought 'gainst the 
powerful VIFELL. 

VlFELL had but one son, hight VIKING. - Now, old and 
decrepid, 

Dwelt there at Ulleraker a King with a fair - blooming 
daughter. 

Just thereupon, from the woods' deep shades, came a gri~ 
looking Giant, 

Taller by far than other men, and all hairy and savage; 
Fierce from the' old Chief, then he combat claims, or his 

daughter and kingdom. 
None could accept his challenge, for steel was not in the 

country 
Edg'd that it bit on his iron-hard skull; so they nam'd 

him. GRllI IRON - HEAD ! 
VIKING alone, who his fifteenth winter newly had finish'd. 
Brav'd the wild foe - on his Arm and .Anguroadel deA 

pending: 
Then, at one blow, he the foul fiend clave, and the Fait 

One deliver'd. 
VIKING to TItORSTEN, his Son, this Falchion gave; and from. 

THORSTEN 

Went it to FRITHIOF, his heir; when in wide Hall drawn
it glittel,'d 

Like quick lightning-flash therethrough, or a sky-streaming 
Northlight. 

Hammer'd gold was the hilt, but the blade was cover'd 
with runics, 

\Vonderful, all unknown in the North, but known at the 
Sun's Gales -

3 
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There, where our fathers dwelt, till the' AllAR hd them up 
hither. 

Dead-pale flicker'J those runes, when blest Peace rurd in 
the country; 

But, should HILDUR begin Hel' sport, then bUl"ll'd ev'ry 
lettcr 

Red as the comb of the fighting-Cock: qurek lost was that 
Hero 

Meeting in battle's night that blade high-Raming with runics. 
Widely renown'd was this SWOf'd, of swords most choice 

in the Northland! 

Next most precious in pricc was an Armring, all 
over famous; 

Fors'd by thc halting VAULUND 'twas, the'oldNorth-Stol'Y's 
VULCAS. 

Three full marks wcigh'd the Ring. and of purc gold VAU

LUND had wrought it. 
Heav'n was grav'd thercupon, with the twelve IMMOB.TALS' 

stl'oug castles -
SigDs of the changing Months, but the Scald had Sun

Houses nam'd them . 
.d lfltem there was beheld, FREY'S Castle; the Sun 'us 

who, new-boro, 
Hcav'n's steep heights slow 'ginncd. to climb, uprising at 

Yule-time. 
SQ'quaba('/.; also was therc; in its Hall sat ODEN with SAGA 

Drinking his wine from a goldcn bowl; that bowl is wide 
Ocean 

Tinted with gold from Moro's red beams; but SAGA the 
Spring is 

Trac'd on the gl'eell-blooming plains with Row'rets, 'stead 
of with rune -marks. 
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.ALDBR w.. alsO tltere on his throne, hot. Mid8ummer~s 
Sun, which 

Down from the firmament pours rich beamings, of Good. 
ness the token; -

For in an Good i. streaming light, but Evil is darkness. 
Alway to tread, tires t.he Sun in Her course; and GOOD

NESS is like Her. -
Soon turniog giddy at such far heights; with a sigh bot.h, 

wearied, 
Sink to the Land of the Shades, BEL'S Home: 'tis BALDER 

on Death-Pile. 
There, too, saw one the Peace-fort, GLITNER, where FOR

SET' the' Appeaser 
Balance in hand grave sat, - the' Assize-and-Autumn 

luage fanluesi. 
These fair signs, and many thereto (Light's conflicts betak'

ning 
Far o'er the sky's arch'd vault. and in each man's breast 

when he museth) 
The' Artist had carv'd on the Ring, while a splen(lid firm

clasping Ruby 
Crown'd its embracing round - as the bright Sun crowlleth 

her Heaven. 
Long this Ring had an heir-loom been, forthc l'ace reach'd. 

backward, 
Though by the Mother's side, great VAULUND reckon'd its 

Founder. 
Yet was this jewel once carried oft' by 80TE, the Pirate,
Who, o'er the North Seas, pillaging rov'd, but afterward 

vanish'd. 
Fame gave out, at the last, that 80TE had bUl-ied in BreI

land 

Digitized by Coogle 



Ship and rich goods and live Self on the coast. in hit 
wall'd-about Barrow; 

But no rest found he there. and his Cairn was ceaselessly 
haunted. 

THORSTEN. also. that rumour had heard and with BELE, 

his friend-chief. 
Climb'd his good Dragon-Ship, salt billows clove and 

steer'd to the cairn - strand. 
Wide as a Temple's arch, or some Palace, firmly im

bedded 
'Mong hard gravel and verdant turC, upheap'd was the 

Grave - mound. 
Light from its depths shone out; through a chink of the 

doorway in -gazing. 
Saw those champions the Vikin~ship well-pitch'd and 

well fasten'd -
Anchors and yards and masts still secure; but a figure all 

grisly 
High on the stern was sitting, a blue - flame mantle about 

him. 
Dreadful and grim, fierce - scour'd he the blood - stain'd 

blade he had wielded, 
Yet could not its stains scour away; all the gold he had 

plunder'd 
Lay heap'd up and about; himself on his arm bare the 

Bracelet. 
'Now', whisper'd BELE, 'We'll straight go down and fight 

with the goblin. 
Two against one Fire-spirit! - But half-wroth answer'd him 

THORSTEN, 

~One 'gainst one was the use of our Fathers; alone will 
I fight him!' 
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Long was it now contended, which of the two should en
counter 

First that perilous foe; till at last took DELE his steel-helm, 
Shook two lots. and decided the quarrel. Glimmering 

star-light 
Show'd his lot to brave THORSTEN again. At one blow of 

his iron -lance 
Locks and strong bolts gave way. - If a champion ques

tion'd him ever 
What in that night:-gloomy deep he'd seen - he silent

ly shudder'd. 
Chauntings wild heard DELE first, most like to a Spell

song; 
Then came loud-clashing sounds, as of swords cross'd 

fiercely in conflict; 
Lastly' a horrible scream. - Then was silence. - Out 

totter'd THORSTEN 

Stagg'ring, pale, and confus'd. - for with Death. demon
Death. had he battled. 

The'Armring yet grasp'd he tight; - "Tis dear-bought'
often observ'd he; 

'Once, but once. in my life I've trembled; 'twas - when 
I took it!' 

Widely renown'd was that Gem, of gems most choice III 

the North-Land. 

Lastly; the 8wift-wing'd ELLIDA. rank'd 'mong the fa
mily - treasures. 

VIKING, 'twas said, as he homeward return'd from a far
stretching foray, 

Sailing along his coasts one day, saw a man on a shipwreck 
Who yet mel°rily swung up and down. as sporting with 

Ocean. 
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Tall was the man. and nobly form'd, and his features 
were open, 

Glad, and yet changeable, just like the Sea when it plays 
in the sunshine. 

Blue was his Mantle; of gold his belt set about with red corals; 
White like to wave-foam flow'd his beard, bnt his hair 

floated sea - green. 
VIKING right to the spot steel'S his Snail, and reacues 

him helpless; 
Home to his Halls then led he him shiv'ring, and feasted 

him nobly. 
Yet, when his Host bade him sleep in peace, light-suill .. 

iug he answer'd, -
'Fair is the wind and my Ship, as thou saw'st, is not to 

be slighted; 
Full this night some hundreds of miles, hope I well to sail 

forward. 
Thanks, nathless, for thine offer; 'tis well-meant; - would 

that I only 
Had some keepsake to give; - but my wealth lies deep 

'mong the sea -waves. 
Yet on the shore some present, perchance, thou'lt find 

in the morning.' -
There by day-break was VIKING, when lo! like a sea-eaglo 

darting 
Fierce on his prey through the air. flew a Dragon- ship 

right in the haven! 
None on board could be seen, not ev'n could a steersman 

be notic'd. 
Yet trac'd the rudder its winding path'mong the cliffs and 

sunk shoal-rocks -
Just as SOme Spirit had dwelt therein. As it near~d the 

smooth beech - sand 
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Ren'd. of iaeelf was the aail. no mortal touching the canvass; 
Down to the bottom, too, sank the hook'd anchor. Ocean's

sands biting! 
Mute stood VIKING and gaz'd; - but then sang the fresh

sporting billows, -
• AGm, the Rescued, forgets not his debt. See! he gives 

thee yon Dr~gon!' 
Royal the prescnt was; for the' oak-beams, gently-inbending, 
Join'd were not, as is wont in a ship, - but had grown 

altogether. 
Dragon-shap'd it lay on. the sea; full high o'er the waters 
Rose its proud head. while its wide throat flam'd, with 

red gold thickly cover'd. 
Speckled with yellow and blue was the belly; but back, 

towards the rudder, 
Cun'd its strong-knit tail, in a ring all scaly with silver. 
Black were its wings, with edgings of gold; when each 

one was full-stretch'd -
Flew She with th' whistling Storm for a wager; - but 

the' eagle came after! -
Saw'st thou the vessel, with arm'd men fill'd - thou 

straightway had'st fancied 
Some King's City was floating pas,. or some quick-swim

ming fortress. 
Widely renown'd was tbis Ship. of ships most choice in the 

Northland! -

These, and yet more thereto, young FRITHIOF heir'd 
from his Father. 

Scarce through the North was there found an Inheritance 
richel' or larger, 

Kings' Sons' only excepted, - for Kings arc still the most 
mighty. 
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Yet, though not a King's Son, was his Temper kingly by 
nature -

Friendly, and noble, and gentle; thus daily grew he more 
famous. 

Champions twelve, too, had he -grey-hau'd, and princes 
in exploits -

Comrades his Father had lov'd, steel-breasted and scarr'd 
o'er the forehead. 

Last on the Champions' bench, equal-ag'd with FRITHIOF, 

a stripling 
Sat, like a rose among wither'd leaves; m6RN, caU'd they 

the Hero -
Glad as a child, but firm like a man, and yet wise as 

a grey -beard! 
Up with FRITHIOF he'd grown; they had mingled blood 

with each other, 
Foster-brothers ill Northman wise; and they swore to 

continue 
Steadfast in weal and woe, each odieI' revenging in battle. 
Now 'mong his Champions and crowding Guests who had 

. come to the Grave -Feast -
FRITHIOF, a sorrowful host, (his eyes full of fast - falling 

tear - drops) 
Drank, as his Sues had before, - 'to his Father's mem'ry'-; 

and thoughtful 
Lists to the SOllg of the Scalds in his praise - their loud

thund'ring Drapa. 
Then to his Father's Seat, now his own, stepp'd he boldly, 

and sat him 
Down 'mid its ODEN and FREY; - that is THOR'S own 

place up in V ALHALL ! 

• 
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C'&.TO IV. 

,fritkiofs er~urtski,. 
-
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Argument. 

There is an abrnpt though harmonious sententiOllsness in 

this Canto, exceedingly well adapted to the gloomy and forebo
ding incidents it describes. 

FRITBIOF is love -sick. He invites the brother-kings to his 
Halls, hoping that 'their Sister the fair' will not be lell behind. 

- Nor is he disappointed; but the meeting is short, and he is 
again lell to loneliness and despair. The Courier-dove which 

he sends returns not, and - roused from his dreamy inaction 
by the reproaches of BJORN - he costs oft' the moorings of 
ELLIDAp ao.I sweeps over the trth to the Court8 01 die Princes. 
Be cHaOO" to find theln tlfstriMlting jasttC& t«J tile Pewple, aM 
embraces the opportunity to declare his passion for INGEBORG, 

and to demand her hand. 

BELGE, with many biting taunts, insultingly refuses her -
whereupon the bold Suitor, in a tempest of ungovernable but 
noble indignation, cleaves in two the Shield instead of the skull 
of the royal tyrant, and 

'Homeward returneth o'er dark-blue waters.' 

The two last linos of ever!} stanza end in feminine rhymes 
in the Original. 
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CANTO IV. 

j1rit"tof'. ~ourts"tp. 

I. 

Right well peals the Song in the Chieftain's Hall, 
And Scalds the high deeds of his Sires recall: 
But that Song cheereth 
Not FRITHIOF; he heeds not the Scald Dor heal'cth! 

u. 
And the'Earth is once more clad in waving green, 
O'er the Seas Dragons swimming again are seen; -
But W81"S Son wanders 
Thro' deep woods, and sad o,n the pale Moon ponders. 

m. 

Yet late was he happy - so happy, so glad -
For cheerful King HALFDAN as guest he had, 
And HELGE glooming, -
And with them their Sister brought they, the blooming. 

IV. 

He sat by her side, gently pressing Her hand, -
A pl'essnre at times felt he back, wllrm and bland; -
And still, enchantedj , 

Saw features so dear, so noble, so vaunted! 
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v. 
Of those joyous days spoke they long, with delight. 
When Morning's fresh dews still on life glitter'd bright; 
Ere Childhood closes 
On scenes, in high souls, still fresh like group'd roses. 

VI. 

She playful salutes Him from dale and from park, 
From the names which grew on the bitch-tree's bark, 
And thence where flourish 
(On the green hill planted) tbe'oaks Heroes nourish. 

Vll. 

'Over-pleasant the Palace now scarce could appear, 
F or HALFDAN was childish, and HELGE severe; -
Those two kingly heirs 
They listen to nothing bnt praises and pray'rs. 

VIII. 

'And Friend found she none (here she blnsh'dlike a rose). 
With whom her sad heart could its plaints repose; 
The King's Halls compare 
To HILDING'S free vallies, - how stifling they were! 

IX. 

'And the Doves they had tam'd and fed day by day 
Had fled, frighten'd off by the hawk, far away; -
All are bereft me, 
But one pair alone; - take .one of those left me! 

L 

'Home, doubtless, again the sweet bird will fly, -
Sure longs she, like others, her Friend to be nigh; 
Runes kindly tender 
Bind fast 'neath her wing; none markedl the Sender!' 
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XL 

So sat they, close whisp'ring the whole day through, 
Still whisp'ring as close when towards Ev'ning it grew; 
When Spring's day dieth -
So, whisper'd 'mong green Limes, its soft breath sigheth. 

xu. 
But now is She absent; and FRITHIOF'S light heart 
Is absent with Her; - His young blood, at the smart, 
Mounts quick to his cheeks, 
And he burns - and sighs alway - and never speaks. 

XJIL 

Hts sorrow, his grievings, he wrote by the Dove, 
And glad sped she off with the letter of love; -
Alas! she never 
Came back; from her Mate she would not sever. 

uv. 
But BJoRN was not pleas"d with such trifling as this;
'What is there', cried he, 'our young Eagle amiss'l
So silent, so tam'd -
Has its breast been pierc'd through, or its strong wing 

lam'd¥ 
xv. 

"Vhat wilt thou Y- For have we not more than we need 
Of rich yellow bacon, and brown. foaming mead ¥ 
And Bards, too, many 
Drawl rhpnes night and day, if thou lackest any. -

XVI. 

''Tis true - thy good Courser paws fierce in his stall, -
And for prey, for his prey, screams the Falcon's wild call, 
But FRITHIOF getteth 
Up cloudwRl'd to hunt. and sad- pining fretteth. 
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XVU. 

'ELLIDA, too, now has no sport on the sea; 
How ceaseless her cable she jerks to get free. 
ELLIDA' still thee; 
FRITHIOF, the peaceful, no war-sport will thee' 

xvm. 
'Who dies in his bed also dies; ere 'tis past, -
My good spear, like ODEN'S, shall carve me at last. 
That canuot fail us; 
HELA, the blue-white, will welcome and hail us" -

:xn.. 

Then FRITHIOF his Dragon's tight moorings set free, 
And the sails flU'd fast, loud snorted the sea: 
Right over the bay, 
To the King's Sons steer'd He his course through the 

xx. 
spray. 

On DELE'S Cairn sitting the Kings he saw, 
Their People they hear'd and judg'd after law; 
But FRITHIOF speaks out 
With voice that is heard hills and dales round about: 

1.11. 

'Fair ING'BORG, ye Kings' right dear is to me I 
I ask her now from you, my own Bride to be. 
For doubtless. BELE, 

Our long- Coreseen union had sanctiou'd freely. 

XXII. 

'He let us grow calmly in HILDING'S gl'ove, 
Like young trees up-shooting together above; 
And Love's FREJA bound 
Theil' tops, with gold twine rich-encircling them round. 
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1XIIL 

'No King was my Sire. not a Jarl, ey'n - 'tis true; 
Yet Scald-songs hi. mem'ry and exploits re~w; 
The Rune -stones will tell 
On high-vauhed Cairn what my Race hath done well. 

XUY# 

'With cue could I win me both empire and. land; -
But rather I .stay on my Forefathers' strand; 
While arms I can wield -
Both Poverty', hill and King's Palace I'D shield. 

~Y. 

'Oll DELE's roW1d. BIlft'O'W we Bland.; each word 
III the dark deeps beru:ath us he hears and has heard; 
With FRITHIOF pleadeth 
The' old Chief in his Cairn: think! your answer thought 

needethl' -
XXVI. 

Then HELGE rose up, and right scornful begun; -
'Our Sister is not for a Peasant's Son: 
Proud North-Land Chiefs shall 
Dispute. but not thou, for the Daughter of Valhall. 

XXVII. 

'Boast on, that the Northmen their Hero thee style, -
With hand-strength win men, with words women beguile: 
But blood ODEN - sprung 
I nevel· can give to an an·ogant tongue I 

XXVIII. 

'My Kingdom requires not thy serVIce; I can 
Protect it myself. - Wouldst thou yet be my man. 
A place I proffer 
'Mong those of my Household. - such can I offer!' -
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:XXIX. 

'rn scarcely be thy man'; was FRITHIOF'S reply. -
'Like my Father, a man for myself am I; 
From thy silver slide 
Fly! ANGURVADEL! not a breath may'st thou bide!' -

xxx. 
The falchion's blue steel in the Sun bright glanc'd, 
And redly the runes on that flame~b1ade danc'd. -
'Thou, ANGURVADEL, 
Thou at least', said FRITHIOF, 'art high·born and noble. 

11XL 

'And, but for the peace this Barrow should crown, 
On the spot r d hew thee, Swarthy ~ King, down! 
But dear 'twill cost thee, 
Hereafter, too near my good sword to trust thee!' -

xxxu. 
This said, at one blow clove his Battle·brand keen 
Grim HELGE'S gold'Var-shield, as't hung on the green; 
Its halves straight follow, 
Clashing the Cairn; - that crash downwards sounds 

hollow. 

xxxtn 

'Well struck! my good blade! Lie thou there now, and 
dream 

or exploits more noble. - Till then hide the gleam 
Of rune·mark'd slaughter; 
Now Home-ward we'll sail o'er the dark-blue water!'-
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Argument. 

How rich the calm repose flung o,'er the picture with which 

this Canto opens' - And RING, the wise 
'King of Ii land like the groves of the Gods', 

lUNG the chief venerable for his years and his "irtues, - in 
how few words does the genius of the Poet give him pos

session of our hearts' 
This aged Prince, who baa lost- his Partner and wishes 

to give 'a Mother to his Country and his Children', hears the 
fame of INGEBORG, that 'slender HIy\ and requests her from the 
Brothers as his bride. HELGE, the cruel Priest-bigot, consults 
entrails and tokens instead of Nature and his Land, and gives 
a decided no' This refUsal ill reddered· still More galling by 

an impertinent jest of the giddy HALFDAN, - and the indignant 
old l\lonarch prepares for war. 

INGEBORG, the un consulted plaything of policy and super
stition, is sent for shelter and security, to BALDER'S Sanctuary, 
where she sits 'weeping her bosom full.' ,It is', adds the Bard, 

'dew sprinkling -o'er the lily!' 
In the Original, feminine rhymes' close the second and last 

lincs of et.er!} vcrse. 

-
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CANTO V. 

lUng lUng. 

I. 

King RING he push'd back his gold chair from the board, 
And his Cha~pions rise 

And Scalds, and would hear from the North's fam'd Lord 
His kingly word; -

Gentle was he as BALDER, as MIMER wise! 

D. 

Like the Gods' own groves, heard his Land no alarm; 
Peace - shadow' ~ reposes, 

Profan'd by no arms, its green-wood so calm, -
And hedg'd from harm 

Fresh flourish'd the grass, their sweets shed the roses. 

m. 
All alone JUSTICE sat, at once mild and severe, 

On his Seat of Dooming; 
And Peace paid willing its debt ev'ry year; 
And far and near, 

Brigbt-wav'd in the Sunshine, gold com -crops were 
blooming. 
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IV. 

The Snails, too, came swimming, with breasts of black 
And wings stretch'd whitely, 

From a hundred coasts. - and from each far track 
Wealth brought they back 

Various and wondrous. as wealth summons lighdy. 

v. 
And Peace in his domains and Liberty dwell 

United and glad; 
And all lov'd their Country's Father well, -
Though each would tell 

At the Diet, unfetter'd, what thoughts he had. 

VI. 

Thus peaceful and blest he his Northern throne fills 
For winters thrice ten; 

And none ever angry went home to his hills, -
And nighdy thrills 

ODEN'S Hall with his People's benison. 

m. 
And King RING he pl1sh'd back his gold chair from the board, 

And glad uptread 
All his Chiefs, and would hear from the North's fam'd Lord 
His k.ingly word; -

But deep]y he sigh'd, and then spoke and said: 

VIII. 

'In FOLKVANG'S Bow'rs sits my Queen, I know, 
On purple cov'l'ing, 

But here o'er her dust verdant grasses grow, 
And, by the flow 

Of the stream round her Grave-mound, flow'r-sweets 
are hov'ring. 
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IX. 

'No Queen shall I find so good a'nd so fair, 
My Kingdom's glory; 

53 

VALHALL'S rewards 'mong the Gods she will share; -
But my Country's prayr 

And my Babes', for a Mother implore me. 

x. 
'King BELE right oft came up to my Hall. 

With Summer's breezes; 
On the daughter he's left my choice doth fall, -
That Lily tall 

And slendcr, whose cheek still with Morn's blush 
pleases! 

XI. 

''Tis true that she's young; and girlhood, I know. 
Sweet flow'rs most \:Veareth; 

While I'm in my sear leaf, and winters strow 
E'en now their snow 

On the thin-scatter'd locks the King beal'eth. 

XII. 

'But, - can She an upright true man love, 
Nor his white hairs reckon. 

And to those dear infants a Mother prove 
Whose own's above, -

To his throne Autumn thcn the Spring wiJl beckon! 

XDI. 

'Take gold from the vault-rooms, take gems for the Bride. 
From yon strong oak-presses; 

And follow. ye Minstrels. with harpings of pride: 
For festive tide. 

And wooing -hour. BRAGS still blesses!' 
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XIV. 

Then out went the youths with glad tumult away, 
With gold and with prairs, 

AntI next came the Harpers in long array 
With chauntings gay, 

. And stood before DELE'S Royal heirs. 

XV. 

Days two, ay! days three, were in wassail spent, -
The fourth not endeth 

Ere~to HELGE they all, on quick answer bent t 
Rose up and went, -

For each, longing glances now homeward sendeth. 

XVI. 

Both falchion and horse offers HELGE the King 
l' th' Grove leaf-laden -

VALA and pale priest questioning, 
What best might bring 

Happy fates to his Sister t that fair young maiden! 

XVD. 

But the Lungs. and the Priest, and the VALA show 
That it may not be; -

Then, scar'd by the sign, HELGE bad them go 
With changeless no! 

For Man must obey t when the Gods decree. 

XVDI. 

But waggish King HALFDAN he said with a smile, 
'Farewell to the feast;· 

King Grey-beard himself should have ridden a mile, 
Myself, the while, 

Would the good old man gladly have holp on his 
beast! • 
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the' Eneeys essith I¥RLGtt't 
~or forget the it~rt' 

Of HALR¥:0lsN'e insuh;: - elNG answers slry, 
'We SOeG sh;±ll try 

King Grey-beard's revenge for his glory! -

Xlt, 

His War-shield he struck, as it hung o'er his head 
On tb' high-stemm'h Lind: 

Th±;e the billuGs treed 
With combs blood - red, 

,I\n;l li±±rce the rushiGg 

1XI. 

And the message of war to King HELGE hew, 
Whe mutcer'd 

55 

'Hard fight shall we have, for RING'S men are not few; 
But 

My Sister shall find where BALDER stands dimly.' 

X~r IN. 

All dale eilS Leeing ~ une 
On the blest dais stilly; 

SheN broleEers silh and TIn 
And tears o'erflow 

Her ±ehite~here'd boeom, - dows drench 

-
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Argument. 

In this fresh and spirited Chanson, BILDING, who is de
scribed as coming on the erraDd of the Princes, finds FRITBIOF 

and his Foster-Brother at Chess. To his propositions and obser

vations he gets ouly dubiollf!l and eQlblemaJic Jln~w~rs, Jluch as 

can apply hetll to tll' f8D18 ,a_ to ...... It 
At last, as he is about indignantly to depart, FRITBIOP in

Corms him, in plain terms, that the Kings who have insulted 
him may help themselves. Hereupon, his Fosterfather retires, 
- hoping that ODEN win 'guide every thing to the best!' 
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FRITHIOF AT CHESS. 
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CANTO VI. 

I. 

BJORN and FRITHIOF, both contendiBg. 
O'er their splendid board were bending; 

Now on silver squares thick gather, 
Now on gold, the struggling foes: 

Then came HILDING, gladly greeted., -
·Welcome! the High - Chair waits; be seated! 

Drain thy Horn, kind Foster-Father, 
Let our doubtful contest close! t -

u. 
'DELE'S Sons,' quoth lIILDING, 'send me; 
Arm'd with pray'rs, to thee I wend me. 

Evil tidings round them hover, 
All the land on Thee relies'. -

Answers FRITHIOF: - 'BJORN, in danger 
Stands thy King! beware the stranger; 

Yet a Pawn can all recover, -
Pawns were made for sacrifice!' 

m. 

'FRITHIOF, anger not the Kings so; 
Stroug, remember, Eaglets' wings grow. 

Forces RING fuU well despises 
Conquer yet, oppos'd to thine: -
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'mORN, the foe my Castle craveth! 
But the' attack with ease it braveth; . 

Grim and high the fierce wall rises. 
Bright the Shield - tow'r shines witbin!' -

IV. 

'ING'BORG wastes the day in weeping, -
Sad, tbo' in BALDER'S sacred keeping; 

Tempts not war for Her release, and 
Mourn unheeded Her blue een1' -

'BJ(jRN; thou' in vain my Queen pursuest, 
She from childhood dearest, truest! 

She's my Game's most darling Piece, and 
Come what will-I'll save my Queen !'-

v. 
'What! not ev'n reply conceded 1 -
FRITHIOF, go I thus unheeded 1 

Till that Child's-play yonder endeth 
Must my suit unheard remain l' -

FRITHIOF rose, and as he' addresses 
The' old man - kind his hand he presses; -

'Father! nought my firm soul bendeth, 
Thou hast heard, yet hear again: 

VI. 

'Yes! my words take back unvarnish'd. -
Deeply they've my honour tamish'd; 

No strong ties to them unite me, 
Never will I be their man!' -

'Well, in thine own path thou goest; 
I blame not the rage thou showest: 

All for the best guide ODEN rightly!' -
So old HILDING'S answer ran. 
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CAN'I'O 'I'll. 
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Argument. 

With a glowing pencil, "dipped in the sun-beams", and 
whose rich warmth and tender elegance remind us of Poets -
Household-Gods, in the South, - TEGNER, in his VII:th Canto, 
rapidly describes the pains and pleasures of the two young Lov
ers' forbidden meeting within the walls of the White God's 
Temple. 

As the Night disappears, however, they must part. FRI

TDIOF and his Beloved first kneel before the A.ltar of the Divi
nity, and with a fervent eloquence he plights his troth to King 
BELE'S Daughter. Then, printing a burning kiss upon her brow 
and lips, he bids her 'sleep and dream of him', and goos. 

This Canto is pre -eminently distinguished in the Original 
for purity, softness, and melody of language • 

• 
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CANTO VU. 

j1rttfJiof' 8 .Ii ... 

I. 

'Let BELE'S Sons at pleasure wander 
From dale to dale for sword and shield; 

Mine get they not, with BALDER yonder 
Is all my world, my battle-field. 

Proud Kings' revenge, - the wide Earth's sadness, -
I there will not look back upon, 

But only drink the Gods' own gladness -
With ING'BORG in sweet union! 

II. 

'Long as day's purple beam abideth 
Which, warm, the Sun on flow'ret show'rs, -

That rose - stain'd gauze - web like which hideth 
My ING'BORG'S bosom, world of flow'rs; -

Consum'd by longings fierce, undying, 
So long I stray upon 'the stl'and --

And with my sharp sword write, deep - sighing, 
ThOat Lov'd one's name upon its sand. 

m. 
'How liug'ling go the tedious moments! 

Thou DELLING'S Son, why dronest thouY 
Thou sure hast seen the groves and mountains, 

The sound. and islands, long ere now! 
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In Western halls dwells no fond maiden 
VVho, long since, waits thy dawn above, -

And then. to thy young breast flies, laden 
Still first still last with tales of love ¥ 

IV. 

'At length. thy toilsome ronte is over, 
Thou sinkest to thine ocean-bed; 

And Eve, the Gods' glad sports to cover, 
Draws round her curtains rosy-red. 

Earth's streams Love whisper to each other, 
Heav'ns breezes whisper Love's caress; 

Hail! welcome! NIGHT, the Gods' own Mother, 
With pearls upon thy bridal dress. 

v. 
'Those high cold Stars, how stilly glide the,.. 

Fond lover like on silent toe! 
ELLIDA! fly o'er frith and tide-way, 

Shoot on! blue billow, - faster go! 
The White God's grove-land yonder bloometh, 

To the good Gods our course is bound; 
And 'neath there, BALDER'S Temple gloometh. 

Love's Goddess shelter'd in its round. 

VI. 

'How blest I now the shore am treading! 
I glad could kiss thee. Earth! - and you, 

Small Flow'rs, the crook'd path quaintly threading 
With white and red - fd glad kiss too! 

Thou Moon, who thus thy light-floods streamest 
Round grove and temple, cairn and tomb, 

How fair thou sittest there and dreamest, 
Like SAGA in a marriage -room! 
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'My feelings' voice, sweet Brook, who taught thee. 
As with those flow'rs thou whisp'rest low? 

And, Northland's Nightingales, who brought ye, -
Storn from my breast. - that plaintive woe? 

See! Fairies paint with Ev'ning's blushes 
My Dm'SORG'S shape on sky-cloth bluc; -

But envious FREU forward rushes, 
And far hence blows each beauteous hue. 

VDI. 

'But fade, and welcome. airy semblance! 
Here comes Herself, than Hope more fair, 

And faithful as is Youth's remembrance; 
She comes - and Love rewards my pray'r! 

Come, dearest! Let these arms enclose thee! -
Come to this heart, with Love on fire; 

Come to my breast, and there repose thee, 
My Life's bright star - my Soul's desire! 

IX. 

'Like lily-stalk thy frame is slender, 
Yet like ripe rose -bud full and free; 

As th' Gods' high will Thou'rt" pure ; yet tender 
And warm as FRElA'S thought to be! 

My Fair-One. kiss me! Let my passion 
Light kindred flamings in thy soul; -

Ah! at that kiss, the round Earth's fashion 
Has gone, yon Heav'n's fires cease to roll! 

x. 
'Nay, Love! No perils here attend us! 

mt5RN and his Champions. all in arms. 
Stand there below, and would defend us. 

If need were, 'gainst a world's alarms; 
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Myself, how gladly - thy defender.
r d fight as now I clasp thee here; 

How bless'd, bright VALHALL would I enter, -
If Thou wert my V ALItYRIA! 

XI. 

'Thou whisp'rest 'BALDER', - His wrath fearest; 
That gende God all anger flies. 

We worship here a Lover, dearest! 
Our hearts' love is his sacrifice; 

That God whose brow beams sunshine-splendour, 
Whose faith lasts through Eternity, -

Was not his love to beauteous NANNA 

As pure, as warm, as mine to thee? 

XII. 

'His Image see! - Himself broods o'er it -
How mild, how kind, his bright eyes move! 

An ofl"ring bear I here before it, 
A warm heart full of purest love. 

Come, kneel with me! no altar-incense 
To BALDER'S soul more grateful is 

Than two hearts, vowing in his presence 
A mutual faith as true as His! 

1DL 

'To that far Heav'n my Love belongeth 
More than this Earth; - receive it then; 

In Heav'n 'twas nurtur'd. and it longeth 
To reach its starry home again. 

How bless'd were he, already yonder I 
How bless'd who now with thee could die, -

And, conqu'ring. 'mong the Gods could wander, 
Embracing his pale Maid on high! 
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, wh!;;n, .il!;;!;;r ou~riding, 

Its champions rush'd to War's fierce glee, -
!;;t friemUy siU!;; abiUiilg 

Should I be found, still gaze on Thee! 
DiU ilALlLJLLL'S tnal'LE rouneLprori'Er 

The Mead-Horns, rich with foam of gold, -
I alrile wE3uld LUee 

In gentle whispers love untold. 
X'L, 

'A leaf-decU'd Uow'r I there would build us, 
Near some bold hecrdland'E dark~blur bay; 

Thr deece verelufTIt wemld sUidd 
%% 

That grove whose gold. fruit blooms for aye I 
VeEilALL'E Uun fIcnm'd (anel -

How dear, how lord -like is its glow!) 
Ba!;;U to GoelE retlli'il'd w!;; then and 

Yet long'd we home again to go! 
Xhlli 

'Yes! there rd crown with stars far-glancing 
'fIhy U!;;OW of szrEving light; 

In VINGOLF'S Hall rd lead thee dancing. 
Till n}Ee -l'eed blu3h'd my lily white I 

TU!;;il, thE lliazy ffemrsee led iUee 
To Love's and Peace's blissful bow'r 

Wbrr~ silLrr-b!;;fH'ded HRAGH'cl wee] wcbee 
With bride· songs new each Eve's soft hour. 

XhhL. 

'How, through the grove, the Quail is screaming! 
That Erng from ilALHsH,LA,'S rhfand, 

How, o'er the sound, tht! Moon is gleaming! 
lie IIrm ouf the Uririts' lEnd. 

%% 
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That song, that light, both herald truthful 
A world of love from sorrow free; 

Ah! fain rd see that world so youthful -
With Thee, my INGEDORG, with thee! 

XVDI. 

'Nay, weep not! Life as yet red streameth 
Through these full veins. O! weep no more. 

The dreams that Love and proud Youth dreameth 
So soon from Earth up Heav'n-ward soar. 

Should once half op'd those pretty arms be, 
Once hither turn'd those loving eyes, -

Entranc'd no more, my Maid quick charms me 
Back from the glories of the skies I' .. .. .... 

XIX. 

'The Lark; hush!' - 'No! those light-trill'd numbers 
Some cooing Dove's fond faith exprest; 

In grassy tuft the Lark still slumbers 
Close by its mate, in soft warm nest. 

They, happy they! can love united 
At dawning as at closing day; 

Through Heav'n's wide space they soar delighted, -
Not freer, the wings that cleave their way: - - - .. 

xx. 
'See! that's the dawn there!' - 'No! dim-streaming 

Some beacon's flame illumes yon East. 
We yet can speak our hearts' fond dreaming, 

Not yet dear lovely Night hath ceast. 
O'ersleep thee, golden Star! I pray. nor 

Make haste from thy long sleep to wake; 
For FRlTBIOF may'st thou sleep all day, or -

If so thou wilt - till RAGNARliK! 
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X1.I. 

eln vain! Fresh dawn-streaks Heav'n discloses, 
Morn's wind e'en now blows keen and bleak, -

Already bud those Eastern roses 
Fresh like to those on ING'BORG'S cheek. 

Hark! sweet that feather'd song-troop twitters, 
Unthinking. in the bright'ning sky; 

Existence moves; the billow glitters, 
And far the shades and lover fly! 

1XII. 

eThere comes She now in all Her glory! 
Pardon me, golden Sun. my pray'r; 

I feel, I know, a God's before me, -
But yet how brilliant, oh! how fair! 

o happy he, who trod unclouded 
And valiant as thou treadest now, -

And proud and glad his weak life shrouded 
In light and vict'ry, - like as Thou! 

1XDL 

'Behold! - Before thee, god of splendour, 
The fairest stands in all the North! 

Become, bright Sun, Her strong Defender, -
Thine image She on this green Earth. 

Her soul is pure as thine own lustre; 
Her eye, like thine own Heav'n, is blue; 

And round her forehead ringlets cluster 
Dyed in thine own dark-golden hue'. - - • -

XXIV. 

'Farewell, my Dearest! We each other 
Some longer night again shall see. 

Farewell! - yet one kiss! Ah! Another 
On those red lips accord to me! 
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Sleep now; and all these scenes dream over: 
At midday wake, and faithful tell. 

The hours like me. -- Regret thy Lover, 
And bum as I. - Farewell I Farewell!' 
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Argunaent. 

TEGNKS'S Iambics are remarkably 80ft and pure. They 
flow in a "silver tide", making "sweet music" as they pas. 
away, and with their "gentle murmurs" filling the mind with 
sensations of a delightful melancholy. - But he has also known 
how to apply them; they suit the subject, and it suiteth them! 

The curtain of the VDI:th Canto rises, and discovers 
INGEBORG alone, sitting in the Temple of BALDER. In a mon~ 
10gue full of beauty She discovers to us the depth of her affec
tion for the Hero of her Choice, the Angel of her Dreams, the 
Ideal of her Imagination. Thon, knowing that he went to de
mand her hand publicly in the Diet of her Land, she trem
blingly and forebodingly awaits Au retum and Aer sentence, de
termined to propitiate the offended BALDER by abiding her Fate, 
even to the sacrifice of her 'whole Life's happiness.' 

He comes, - declares, in a torrent of indignant rage, her 
Brother's second and malignant refusal on the ground of his hav
ing violated the White God's Sanctuary, and explains that he 
has been in consequence condemned by the 'crowned hypocrite' to 
cross the Ocean and compel ANGANTYR to make good his omit
ted tribute, - under pain of banishment and outlawry. He 
then, in a magnificent outburst of impassioned tenderness, be
seeches his dear maiden - to abandon a country so unjust, and 
seek a fairer Home in the verdant Paradise of Greece! This 
proposal, as we might expect from her feminine and delicate 
softness and passive enduringness of character, she at once 
refuses. - A lovers' quarrel ensuos; but, comprehending the 
sublime severity of her motives and touched by the despair of 
her grief, FRITHlor acknowledges his hastiness, prays her par
don, renews his assurances of hopeful and tender attachment, 
- and prescnts her with his shining Arm -Ring, on whoso 
wonderful Almanac as it clasps her arm 'like glow-worm circling 
lily-stalk', she may reckon the tedious Months of'slow-wing'd 
sorrow' till her Chief's retum! 
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CANTO VIII. 

INGEBORG. 

'It dawns already'; - and still is PRITWOF absent! 
Yet yester-sun beheld the Ting proclaim'd 
On BELE'S Cairn: that spot was chosen well, 
For there his Daughter's fate should be determin'd! 
How many fond entreaties hath it cost me, 
How many tears, (by FREJA all up-reckon'd!) 
Hate's icy wall to melt round FRITHIOF'S heart, 
And tempt the promise from that proud One's mouth. 
Again to stretch his hand in reconcilement! -
Severe, alas, is Man! and for his glory 
(For so he calls his pride) but little recketb 
If, rudely stepping, he should trample down 
A faithful heart or two, all bruis'd and broken. 
Yes! clinging to his breast, weak fragile Woman 
Some moss-plant likens, whose pale tints creep o'er 
The hard bare rock, and there unseen unmark.'d 
Her painful hold scarce keeps of granite cliff, 
Nnrtur'd - sad food! by Night's slow-falling tears! 

'My fate, then, yesterday was fix'd for ever, 
And o'er it Ev'ning's sun hath set already. 
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But FRITHIOF comes not! All those pale stars yonder 
Are one by one expiring. and are gone; 
And, with each single star that morning quenches, 
A hope my breast had nurtnr'd dies away. 
But, ah! why hope I longer? VALHALL'S Gods 
Love me not now. for I have anger'd them. 
The lofty BALDER, in whose shade I shelter, 
Is injur'd. - for a pallion earthly, human, 
Can ne'er be pure enough for Gods to look on! 
No! never dare this world's vain joys intrude 
Beneath those arches, where the reverend 
And high Superior Pow'rs have fix'd their dwelling. 
And yet my fault is - what ¥ - In Virgin Love 
What is't, that tender gentle God displeases ¥ -
As URDA.'S chrystal wave is't not all pure, 
And innocent as GEFION'S Morning-dreamingd 
Through Heav'n advancing, yonder high-born Sun 
Her pure eye turns not from two loving hearts; 
And Da:-''1 sad widow, starry Night. with joy 
Listens, 'mid all her mourning, to their oaths; 
Ah! how can Innocence beneath Heav'n's vault 
Be construed Crime beneath these Temple-arched 
'Tis true, I FRITHIOF' love! Yes! long as Mem'ry 
Can stretch her records, have I lov'd but Him: 
The Twin of my enstence is this feeling, 
I know not its commencement. nor can once 
Conceive the' idea that it hath not been so! -
The rip'ning fruit about its kernel sitteth, 
And round its substance grows its bowl of gold 
Maturing slowly in the summer-sun; -
I so have grown around that kernel- feeling 
While rip'ning up to Woman, and my Life 
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Is only the' outward shell of my afFection. 
Forgive me. BALDER! with a faithful heart 
Thy Halls I enter'd, and when thence I go 
Still faithful is it: Yes! it follows me 
When BIFROST'S bridge I traverse, boldly treading 
With all my Love before the Gods of VALHALL. 
Bright shields his mixTors~ shall He there stand forth 
An ABA - Son as they, and with dove -wings 
Unfetter'd take his course to whence He came -
The blue eternal space ALLFATHER'S bosom 
For ever shelters. - Nay, why frownest thou! 
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Why darkens BALDER'S brow 'mid Morn's fresh dawning¥ 
In these my veins, as in thine own, red rushes 
Old ODD'S blood; what wilt thou then, my Kinsman! 
My Love I cannot, will not, sacrifice, 
For know, God! that thy lofty Heav'n 'tis worthy. -
But all my Being's bliss I well can offer, 
I that can cast far from me, as a Queen 
Her royal robes throws-by and doffs her stllte -
N athless a Queen as ever! - Yes, 'tis done! 
Never. 0 lofty VAJ.HUJ,. need'st thou blush 
To own thy Cousin. - I go to meet my fate, 
As to meet his the Hero. - There comes FRITHIOF: 
How wild, how pale, His looks! - 'Tis past, 'tis o'er, 
My wrathful NORNA comes as his attendant! 
Be strong, my Soul! - - - - Tho' late, yet welcome. FRITHIOF! 
Our fate is fix'd; upon thy brow 'tis written. 
And' all may read it.' 

FRITBIOl". 

'Are not blood-red runes 
Carv'd deep too there, - loud-speaking insult, shame, 
Contempt and exile ¥' 
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INGBBORG. 

'FRITHIOF. come. bethink. thee! 
What happen'd ten me; for the worst, long since, 
I darkly boded. - rm prepar'd for all: 

FRITHIOF. 

'I sought the Diet, gather'd at the Barrow, 
Round whose smooth grassy sides, shield joining shield. 
And sword in hand, our North's brave warriors stood, 
In rings within each other, till they reach'd 
The Summit. But upon the Judgement-Stone -
Like some dark thunder-cloud - thy Brother sat, 
That pale bloodman with looks of dusky gloom; 
And near him HALFDAN, that fair full- grown child, 
Was seen, all thoughtless, playing with his sword. 
Then stepp'd I forth and spoke: - 'War stands and strikes 
His glitt'ring shield within thy boundaries; 
Thy realm, King HELGE, is in jeopardy: 
But give thy Sister, and rll lend mine arm 
Thy guard in battle: It may stead thee well! 
Come! let this grudge between us be forgotten, -
Unwilling bear I such 'gainst ING'BORG'S Brother. 
Be counsell'd, King! be just! and save at once 
Thy golden crown and thy fair Sister's heart! 
Here is my haud: by ASA-THOR I swear 
Never again 'tis stretch'd in reconcilement!' -
Then rose the Ting tumultuous. Thousand swords 
On thousand shields loud hammer'd dearning plaudits; 
Up heav'n-ward flew the weapon -clang, and heav'n 
Drank, glad, free men's assent to right, to justice. -
'Yes! give him ING'BORG, that fair slender Lily, 
The loveliest ever grew in th~se our vales: 

. What swordsman in our land is like to him' 
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Ay! give him ING'BORG!' - Then my Fosterfather, 
Old HILDING, with his silv'ry beard, uprose 
And spoke right wisely many a weighty word 
And pithy proverb biting falchion-like. 
Nay, IIALF'DAN even, from his kingly seat 
Upstanding. ask'd with words and looks consent. 
In vain, in vain! But wasted was each prayer -
Like sunshine lavish'd on the naked rock. 
No harvest tempting from its barren bosom: 
Thus cold. thus hard, was HELGE'S gloomy brow -
Still like itself - a chilling 'No!' to Mercy! -

77 

'The Peasant's Son" - so. scornful glancing, spoke he
'Might ING'BORG claim, but thou, the Temple-forcer, 
Art scarce, methinks, a match for VALHALL'S Child. 
Say, FRITHIOF, - BALDER'S peace hast thou not broken, 
Not seen my Sister in His House, while Day 
Conceard himself, abash'd, before your meeting? 
Speak! Yea or Nay!' - Then echoed fl'om the ring 
Of crowded warriors, - 'Say but Nay, say Nay! 
Thy simple word we'll trust; we'll court for thee, 
Thou, THORSTEN'S Son, art good as any King's; 
Say nay, say nay! and thine is INGEBORG!' -
'The happiness', I answer'd, 'of my life 
On one word hangs; but fear not therefore, HELGE! 
I would not lie to gain the joys of VALHALL, 
Much less this Earth's delights. I've seen thy Sister, 
Have spoken with Her in the Temple's Night, -
But have not, therefore, broken BALDER'S peace!' -
More none would hear. A murmur of deep horror 
The Diet travers'd; they who nearest stood 
Drew back, as I had with the plague been smitten; 
And, when I round me gaz'd, pale Superstition 
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Had lam'd each tongue, and white.lim'd ev'ry cheek 
But late with cheerful hope so brighdy blooming. 
Then conquer'd HELGB. - With a \Joice as hoarse 
And gloomy as dead VALA's when to ODBN 

She sang, in VBGTAIISQVIDA. how destruction 
Should whelm His MAR and how DEL.,\, triumph'd -
So hoarse he spoke: - 'By our great Fathers' Laws 
To banishment or death I could condemn thee 
For this thy crime. But mild as is that BALDER 

Whose Shrine thou' insultedst, shall my judgement be.
Far westward lieth, garlanding broad Ocean, 
An isle-group govern'd by 1arl ANGANTYR. 

His gold the Jar! paid yearly in the days 
Of BELE'S reign, but now keeps back his tribute. 
Away, then, o'er the Sea! - Collect the money; 
This penance fix I for thy hardihood' 
'Tis said', he added, with mean scoundrel-scorn, 
'That ANGANTYR'S hard -handed, and sits brooding 
Like FAF'NBR, that fam'd Dragon, o'er his gold. 
But - who can face our SIGURD, bane of F.AFNEB. Y 
Now, an thou wilt, an exploit dare - more manly 
Than witching timid girls in BALDER'S grove. -
Till Summer breathe again, we'll here await thee 
With all thy fame, and with - the gold - in special: 
Else, FRITHIOF, art thou doom'd a branded coward, 
And exird all thy days from this our Land!' -
His verdict thus he gave, - and clos'd the Diet. -

INGBBORG. 

'And thy resolveY' 
PRITBIOF. 

'What! - have I then a choice! 
Is not my honour bound to this demand? 
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Yes! it shall be redeem'd though ANGANTYR 

'Neath NASTRAND'S floods his paltry gold had hidden. -
To-day, e'en, voyage I.' 

INGBBOllG. 

'And leave thy ll'(G'BORG¥' 

FllITHIOF. 

'Leave Thee - ah No! Thou sharest all my wand'rings r 
INGBBOllG. 

'Alas, I cannot!' 
FllITBIOF. 

'But hear me! then reply! -
Thy Brother, in his wisdom, hath forgotten 
That ANGANTYR was once my Father's friend 
As well as BELE'S. With good will, perhaps, 
He'll yield what I would have; but should he not, 
A sharp persuader, pow'rful advocate, 
Hangs here, my left side's ornament and strength. 
The gold so dearly lov'd rll send to HELGE, 

And thus will free us both, at once, for ever, 
From that crown'd hypocrite's red ofl"ring-knife. 
Ourselves, fair ING'BORG, will ELLIDA'S sails 
O'er unknown waves expand. She'll bound along 
And bear us to some far - off, friendly, strand 
A safe asylum for our outlaw'd Love. 
This North - what boots it meY What boots a People 
That pale at ev'ry word their DIAR speak Y -
They would, with daring hand. my heart -hopes dash, 
The blooming flow'l'-cup of my very being: -
I Swear by FRElA that it shall not be! 
A wretched thrall is fasten'd to the sod 
Where first he grew; but I will be a freeman. 
Free as thc Mountain-breezes. - One hand full 
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Of dust from TRORSTBN'S grave, and one from BELE'S. 

Will yet find room on shipboard; that is all 
We want or ask from this our foster- earth. 
A Sun far brighter sball we find. my Dearest, 
Than this which shines so pale on clift's of snow; 
A sky more beautiful than this will hail us, 
Whose mild soft stars with heav'nly glance look down. 
In warm-breath'd summer night, on many' a pair 
Of faithful lovers sate in laurel-groves. 
My father, TlIORSTEN VIXINGSSON, far-wander'd 
On Sea-King exploits, - and full oft beguird 
Long winter-ev'nings by the blazing hearth 
With tales of Greekland's Ocean, where fair islands 
Like green groves rise from out the laughing wave. 
Of old, a mighty race liv'd there, and Gods 
Still mightier dwelt in marble sanctuaries. -
Now stand They desolate: wild luxuriant herbage 
O'erspreads their lonely avenues. flow'rs shoot 
From runes which speak of wise antiquity, 
And rich -currd teuddls of the vineyard South 
Slim columns circle with their green embrace. 
But rouud these ruins, in unsown harvest-crops, 
Gives the' untouch'd Earth all man can want or "ish; 
While fresh leaves glow with c1ust'ring golden apples. 
And bending boughs full purple grapes weigh down 
All tempting, l'ich, and juicy as - thy lips! 
There ING'SORG, 'mid that sea's bright waves, we'll stablish 
A litde North more beautiful than this; 
Those slender Temple - arches will we fill 
With faithful love, and entertain again 
Forgotten Gods with human happiness. -
Should loose-saird Barque float slowly past our isle. 
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(For storms lJave there no home-land) in the blush 
Of eve's soft light, while some glad mariner 
Looks out from rose - dyed billows to the shore, -
He then shall view, within the Temple's threshold, 
That other PRElA, (in their speech methinks 
She's APHRODITE hight) and. wond'ring, see 
Her golden locks light-Hutt'ring in the Zephyr, 
And eyes more bright than brightest Southern skies! 
As years roll by, shall slow shoot up around Her 

'!\. little temple - race of fairy Creatures 

8t 

With cheeks where, 'mong the North's snow-drifts, the South 
Would seem to' have planted ev'ry freshest rose! -
Ah! ING'BORG, ah! How fair, how neal', how tempting 
Stands all Earth's joy to two fond faithful hearts! 
Yes! have they courage close to grasp her to them -
She willing follows and a VINGOLP builds us 
Already here, beneath the Heeting clouds. -
Come. Dearest, haste thee! Ev'ry word we utter 
Is One more moment stolen from our bliss. 
Come! All's prepar'd. ELLIDA spreads. impatient, 
Dark Eagle-wings for flight; aud fresh'ning breezes 
Point out the path, for ever, from a strand 
Where gloomy Fears hold awful sway around. 
But why delay'i' -

INGEBORG. 

'I can not follow Thee.' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Not follow'i - Not - - - .' 

6 
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INGBBORG. 

'Ah! FRITHIOF, Thou art happy! 
Thou follow'st none, but art Thyself the foremost, 
Like thy good Dragon-Ship's high-lifted stem; -
While at the rudder stands thy Will, and steers 
Thy course, with steady hand, o'er angry waves. 
How otherwise, alas! it is with ING'DORG! 
In others' hands my fate reposes, and 
Their prey they slip not, bleed it as it will! 
Self-sacrifice, and tears, and languishing, 
And wasting grief, - such the King's Daughter's Freedom!' -

FRITHIOF. 

'What hinders, then, thy freedom? DELE sits 
Within his cairn: -

INGEBORG. 

'My Father's - HBLGB, now! 
He holds my Father's place, and his consent 
Decides my hand. - No! DELE'S Daughter steals not 
Her happiness, however near it be. 
Ah! what were Woman, should she burst those bonds 
With which ALLFATHBR fastens to the strong 
Her weak existence? - Some pale Water-lily 
She likens, as on ev'ry light-mov'd wave 
It rises, trembles, falls; and o'er its head 
The Seaman's keel its reckless way pursueth 
Nor marks that it cuts-through her stalk so slender. 
Such is that Lily's destiny; - but still 
Long as the sands beneath, her deep root grasps 
The plant her value hath, and borrows dyes 
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From pale Relation - Stars above, itself 
A Star soft- floating on the billowy blue. 
Ah! should She struggle loose, away she drives 
A wither'd leaf arouod the desert waters. -
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The Night just gone, - that Night how fearful was it! -
I waited thee expectant, and thou cam'st not; 
And Night's dark children, gloomy black-hair'd Thoughts# 
In 10Dg procession pass'd before mine eye, 
All watchful, burning, and without a tear; 
Nay, BALDER'S Self, the bloodless God, beheld me 
With looks of threat'ning and an angry mien: -
The Night just gone, my Fate I've well consider'd -
And firm resolv'd to' abide it. I remain 
A duteous ofF'ring at my Brother's Altar. 
And yet 'twas well I heard not, then, thy story 
Of islands fabled in the gorgeous clouds, 
Where Ev'ning's blush is spread unceasing over 
A quiet flow'r-world, full of peace and love. -
Who knows his own heart's weakness? Childhood's dreamiogs 
So long all silent, now once more rise up 
Low-whisp'ring in mine ear, with voice familiar 
As 'twere a Sister's, and as soft and tender 
As some fond lover's when he courts his maid. 
I hear you not; I cannot, will not, hear you 
Ye tempting Yoices, once so dearly loy'd. -
What would the South with me, the North-Land's daughter? 
Too pale am I for all its rose-retreats; 
Its burning Sun would parch a soul as mine, -
Too cold and hueless for its glowing rays. 
Yes! full of longing, would mine eye turn often 
To yonder Pole- star, ever steadfast standing 
A heav'nly sentinel o'er our Fathers' graves. 
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My noble FRITHIOF~ born his Land's Defender,' 
Shall never Bee inglorious from its shores. 
His dear-bought Fame shall never cast behind him 
For aught so worthless as a young girl's love! 
A life whose golden-threaded days the Sun 
Spins year from year the same, is beautiful; 
Bllt this eternal oneness, Woman's Soul 
Alone can please; to Man, and most to Thee, 
Life's changeless calm is changeless weariness. -
Then joys thy proud soul, when the tumbling Tempest 
On foaming Courser sweeps o'er Ocean's deeps 
That so, for life or death, on thin plank riding, 
Thou may'st contend with Danger for thine honor. 
The beauteous wilderness thou paintest, would 
Too many' an unborn exploit slow entomb; 
And, with thy shield, - thy glad, free, dauntless spirit 
Dark rust would gnaw. - But it shall not be sol 
Not I, at least, my FRITHIOF'S name will steal 
From Bard-harp'd songs; not I, at least, will quench 
My Hero's glory in its first red dawn! 
Be wise, dear FRITHIOF! Heav'n's dread lofty NORNOR 
Command; let us give way! At least our Houour 
May still be sav'd from out our Fortunes' shipwreck, -
For ah! our life's chief Bliss is gone for ever! 
We must, must part!' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Nay! wherefore must we? - Is't 
For that a sleepless night untunes thy spiritY' 

INGBBORG. 

"Tis, that my worth and thine must both be rescued!' 
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FRITHIOF. 

'On Man's firm Love rests Woman's dearest value!' 

INOBBORG. 

'Not long he- loves whom he esteems no more.' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Can his esteem. then, light caprices purchase 'I , -

INOBBORO. 

'Caprice! a noble one - the sense of Duty! ' 

FRITHIOF. 

'But yesterday, our Love was still most righteous.' 

INOEBORO. 

'Nor less to-day: - The more would flight be crime. 

FRITHIOF. 

'Necessity iuvites us; Come: no more!' 

INOBBORO. 

'Necessity is \vhat is Right and Noble!' 

PRITHIOF. , 

'The S!ln high riseth. Come! our time goes quickly.' 
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INGEBOl\O. 

'Alas! 'us gone already - gone for ever!' 

FRITH.IOF. 

'Once mOl'C; cODsider! was that word. thy last!' 

INGEBOl\G. 

'All well have I consider'd: - 'tis my last!' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Then, HELGS'S Sister, fare Thee well! - Adieu!' 

INGEBORG. 

'O! FRITlIIOF, FRITHIOF, is it thus we part¥ 
What! Hast thou not one friendly look to give . 
Thy childhood's friend ¥ - Hast thou no hand to stretch 
Towards Her, unfortunate, who once was lov'd¥ -
Think'st Thou I rest on roses here, and motion 
My whole Life's bliss away - and coldly smile¥ 
From this torn bosom can I rend 8 Hope 
G.,own with my very being - and feel no pang¥ - -
Ah! wast not thou my heart's first Morning -dream ¥ - -
Whatever joy I knew, I caU'd it FRITHIOF; 

And all that Life holds great or good or noble 
Put on Thy features to my youthful eye. 
Dim not this glowing image, nor repay 
Thus sternly Woman's weakness when she offers 
Whatever on this earth was dearest to Her, 
Whate'er in VALHALL'S Halls will dearest prove. 
EnouglI, 0 FRITlIlOF, has that oft"ring cost me. 
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And well deserves one word of tender comfort. 
I know Thou lov'st me: I have known it long, 
E'en since first 'gan to dawn my young existence; 
And, year on year, where'er afar Thou rovest, 
Thy ING'BORG'S mem'ry must, will, follow Thee! -
But loud-clash'd arms still ease the pangs of Sorrow,. 
Yes! far, far - Ocean's wild fierce tumult drives Her; 
Nor dares She, timid, sit on champion's bench 
'Mong wine, and healths, and songs of victory. -
But yet at times, whene'er in deadest night 
Thou must'rest in their order days long fled, -
One pallid Form will slow glide in among them. 
Thou know'st it well, saluting thee from regions 
Far off but dear; - 'tis that pale Virgin's image 
Whom holy BALDER in his Temple guards. 
Thou may'st not, Dearest! must not, turn away 
From that sad Phantom's features; no! low whisper 
Some friendly word in greeting! Night's faint winds 
On faithful wings that word will carry me, -
One comfort left, lll.Y last, mine only one! 
My loss. alas! nought here can dissipate; 
All, all, around me is its guardian! 
These high-arch'd. Temple-vaults speak thee alone, 
And, bright with moon -light rays, the God's own image 
Thy features takes, instead of threat'ning gloom. 
Should yonder Sea attract. - there swam Thy keel. 
Its path swift cutting to the longing ING'RORG; 

Should yonder Grove. - there many' a tree uprises 
Whose tender bark with ING'BORG'S name was carv'c}, 
That namu, alas! the growing bark slow covers. 
And this, tradition saith, betok'ncth Death! -
Where last he saw Thee, bright-ey'd Day I ask. 
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Wherc last, the Night, but both are silent; nay 
The very Sea which can-ies Thee replies 
With nought but sighs half- utter'd to the shore. 
With Ev'niug's blush I'll greet Thee. when 'tis quench'd 
In those Thy billows; and Heav'n's swiftest vessel, 
The long-stretch'd cloud, shall never flit above me 
But freighted with the poor Forsak.en's grief! 
Thus. seated in my l\1aiden -Bow'r, I'll hold me 
The black - clad widow of my life's delights; 
There in my web I'll brok.en lilies broider -
Till Spring his cloth shall weave, embroidering 
Its woof with fairer lilies on - my grave. 
But touch I my sweet Harp. in songs lamenting 
1\Iy grief in all its deep-ton'd bitterness. 
Fast-flowing tears will tben, as now· .. _ .' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Thou conqu'l·est. BELE'S Daughter: weep no more! 
Forgive mine anger; 'twas my sorrow only 
Disguis'd one moment in the dress of Wrath, 
A dress it cannot weal' beyond a moment. 
1\Iy own good NORNA, art thou, ING'BORG; Yes! 
What noble is. a noble mind best teaches; 
The wisdom of Necessity can have 
No Advocate more eloquent than Thou, 
1\Iy beateous VALA with Thy rosy lips. 
y cs! I will yield to dire Necessity. 
Will part from Thee. but never from my Hope -
I takc that with mc o'cr the Western waters! -
I takc that with me to the gates of Death! 
Next Spl'ing, I trust, again shall see me here; 
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King HRLGE yet again shall meet his foe. 
My promise then perform'd, his claim fulfill'd, 
And that great Clime aton'd I'm charg'd withal -
I'll ask Thy hand, nay boldly will demand it 
In open Council, 'mid the gliu'ring steel, 
And not from llELGE, but the North's free People, 
For they, King's Daughter, can dispose of Thee: -
Let him deny who dares, and hears my reason! 
Till then, farewell! Forget me never! And, 
In sweet rememb'rance of our youthful love, 
This Arm-Ring take, a fair VAULUNDER-work 

89 

With all Heav'n's wonders carv'd i' th' shining gold; -
Ah! the best wonder is a faithful heart! - - - -
How prettily becomes it Thy white arm, -
A glow-worm twining round a lily-stem! - - •• 
Farewell, my Bride! My best Belov'd, Farewell! 
A few short months •••• and! 0 how diJf'l'ent then!'

(,oes.) 

INGBBORG. 

'How glad. how daring-all, how full of hope! -
His good Sword pointing to the NORNA'S bosom 
'Thou shalt', saith He, 'Thou shalt give way'. - Alas! 
The NORNA. my poor FRITHIOF, yields to no one; 
Right on She goes, and laughs at ANGURVADEL! -
My gloomy Brother. Ah! how little know'st Thou! 
Never can Thy frank Hero -spirit fathom 
His dark Soul's depths, and all that envious hatred 
Which burns and smoulders in his remorseless breast. 
His Sister's hand he'll never give thee. - Sooner 
He'd give his Crown. his Life, to wild destruction. 

Digitized by Coogle 



90 

And offer me to' old ODEN, or to' old RING 

That hoary Chief whom now he baLtles sore. -

'Where'er I look, no hope remains for Me. 
Yet glad I see Thy hearL still keep the Stranger: 
Myself alone shall know my grief, my danger; 

But oh! may all good Gods attend on Thee! 
On this, Thine Arm-Ring, may I yet count over 

Each sep'rate Month of tedious fretting pain; 
One, Lwo, four. six - then perhaps returns the Rover, 

But - ne'er to find his INGBBORG again!' -
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C4.TO IX. 

-
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Argument. 

The saU of her Lover's 'long-ship' has just faded beneath 
the horizon's boundary; - and the Desolate One weeps! 
Far-seeing and observant, She feareth all things. 'Death alone', 
concludes the Mourner, 'will bring me the wings of the Gods.' 

The wave-like dash of the metre harmonizes wonderfully 
with . tbe melancholy despair of hopeless Love, - seeking in 
vain the light -floating ELLIDA that carrieth her chosen Hero from 
her embrace, far o'er the wilds of the pathless Ocean! 

• 
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CANTO IX. 

JUlLeliOfll'S I..ament. 

I. 

'8 . ummer IS past, 
Ocean's broad bosom's upheav'd by the blast: 
Yet 0 how gladly out yonder 
Far would I wander! 

u. 
'Long did I view 
Westward His sail, on the wave as it flew; 
Sail ah! how bless'd! - that abideth 
Still where He rideth. 

m. 
'Swell not so high, 
Billow of blue; fast enough he sweeps by. 
Guide Him, ye Stars! - In his danger 
Shine on the Stranger! 

IV. 

'When, in the Spring, 
Homeward he hastens - no ING'BORG will bring 
Welcomes i' th' valley to meet Him, 
Hall-words to greet Him. 

v. 
'Deep under ground 
Pallid and cold for her Love she is found I 
Or, a sad victim, her Brothers 
Give her to others. -

Digitized by Coogle 



94 

VI. 

'Mine shalt thou be, 
Hawk He forgot; yes! fll love as did He: 
ING'BORG will feed thee, through endless 
Skies hunting fdendless. 

VII. 

~Here, on His hand, 
Work I thy form on the cloth's broad band; 
Pinions of silver, and glowing 
Gold - talons, sewing. 

VIII. 

'FREJA one day 
Falcon-wings took, and through space hied away: 
Northwards and southwards, She sought Her 
Dearly-Iov'd (jDER: 

IX. 

'Ah! could I wear 
Thine. they alas! would not carry me there; 
'Wings like the Gods', to the lonely -
Death giveth only! 

x. 
'Pretty one! keep 
Fix'd on my shoulder. and gaze on the deep; -
Gaze we and long as we will. no 
Keel cleaves the billow. 

XI. 

'When I am dead. 
Doubtless returns He; then mind what I said; -
FRITHIOF, whose tears will bewail me J 

Hail me. ah! hail me" -

• 
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CAno It. 

S'rithiDf 4t $t4. 
-
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Argument. 

Gloomily wild, terribly grand, is the subject of this Song. 

The young Hero, intent upon bringing to a successful close the 

Enterprise so maliciously imposed on him by the swarthy blood

king, is ploughing the foaming billows on board bis good Drag

on, and bound to the far- off Orkneys. But his false foe has 
invoked the aid of witchcraR. The rising storm assumes an un

natural fierceness. 'Vave follows wave, crash - crash. All Heaven 

seems armed for his destruction. Personal strength, and the 

excellence of his God -built vessel, save him for awhile, - but, 

at last, 'Death' he sees 'is on board' with him, and be distri

butes fragments of bis golden Bracelet among his stout cham

pions, that they may not go down empty - banded to the 'Sea

blue RAN.' 

Suddenly, however, he discovers the horrible Troll-shapes 

which have caused the Tempest. To see is· to dare, - to dare 

to overcome! His lances soon death -pierce the terrible fiend

monsters, and ELLIDA dashes triumphantly over the 'island -like 

Ocean -whale.' 
Immediately the enchantment vanishes. All Nature recovers 

its serenity, and he reaches in safety bis desired baven. 

The peculiar variation of metre, rhyme, and recitative which 

this Canto exhibits, - the admirable art with which the Author 

has embellished the letter of the Original Saga, wbile faithfully 

adhering to its spirit, - and the vivid colours in wbich the 

Panorama -like series of its sea -pictures is painted, - undoubt

edly make it one of the most effective and best-disposed Legend

Songs in the whole of this noble Epic IJrama. - Would that the 
Translator could have embodied all the beauties he has felt! 

Tbe Recitative is a looser kind of tbat Icelandic alliterative 

metre, of which we meet with 80 Sel"ere and beautiful an exam

ple in the XXI:st Canto. 
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CANTO x. 

I. 

But, wood and afeard, 
HELGE stood on the shore 

To the Goblins so weird 
Dark spells mutt'ring o'er. 

See! Heav'n's vault now clouds are treading; 
Crashing thunders RAN'S wastes sweep, 

Fast Her boiling waves are spreading 
Sparkling froth o'er all the deep. 

See! r th' sky red lightnings fasten 
Here and there a bloody band; 

Ocean's sea-birds - frighten'd - hasten, 
Harshly screaming, to the strand. -

'Desp'rate weather, Comrades! 
Hark! the Storm I hear a-
Far His pinions flapping, -
But we grow not pale: 
Sit in peace with BALDER, 

Think of me and long! - 0, 
Beauteous in Thy sorrow, 
Beauteous mGEBORG!' -

7 
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II. 

~Gainst ELLIDA came 

Of Troll" grhn pai,,; 
~Twas wIrrd- cold HAM. 

'Twas HEJD with snow-hair. 

Then the Storm unfetter'd wingeth 
Wilrl His eeurse in Oeean'" frram 

Now he dips Tim, now up-swingeth, 
Whirling toward the Gods' own home: 

Oide" frfch Torror~~rlpiriTI:, 

High upon the topmost wave -
oui ,he n, bite, ee"t. 

Bottomless, unfathom'd grave. 

'bairer was our voyage, 
Moonlisht glitt'ring round us, 

mlrreWlllS 
Hence to BALDER'S Grove: 
bT armer~ thax[ 'tis here. 
lNG'nORG'S heart was beating, 
bThitee than the Sf II, foam 
Swell'd Her bosom then!' -

Now, SOLUNDAR SCC 

btr"kert tiand -
There all calm the waves be, 

TSere's SZfI1r to Ond! 

But the dauntless Viking fears not 
Oxk His -fatrr: Oak S04m 

Hard the helm Hc grasps, and hears not -
But with - ,einds 'mort "hoon, 

[ 



Tighter still the sail He stretches, 
F£iEIteiE Btill He z:utB HiB way -

Westward, west, dne west - He {dche's, 

Rush the billow as it may! -

'Fain one moment longer 
FiBi'ce I'd the 'Y'empesi, 
StzJi'mJ anI' NOF'ihmzz'iE 
Well together here. 
FiEi' a to la:&:&de 

Hei' O<<<;an 
Fearful feebly flutter -
How ING'aOiEiE blush! 

IV. 

BgW; e«zzh w:zve'J now a hill, 
Down yet Yeepor gxcel 

Blasts in cordage sing shrill, -
Sil'ains the grating keel: 

Yet, howe'er the surges wrestle, 
'goEnsi they rica, 

Still ELLIDA -bzzilt Lassd, 
All their angry threats defies. 

sOffle ffear- Jhoo%' in 
(;tad Bhe houxlds 

gloaming, 
h:gps 

Goat-like o'er rough mountains, roaming 
dow o'er l:&eights and now o'er deeps! -

'11etter felt soft kisses 
From my Fria&, BALmm, 

Than as here I sland to 
daste this lip - thrown hrine. 
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Better 'twas to' encircle 
:?1\fG'BOItf1\f'S 1\fist S1\f 

Than, as here, tight- clasping 
Rudder~d3r!' 

v. 
Hut thu tnow lfig dnud 

Icy knife -gusts pours; 
deed shield shI'uud 

Clatter hailstone show'rs. -

And from stem to stern on board Her. 
camfs' for Hight 

Bark ~tis there, as in that chafuber, 

Where the dead imprison'd lie~ 
Bown 'u:fid - how~ors zlntdes 

The' implacable bedevil'd wave; 
zld1bik zlrey-mbite strffWn ashI'I' 

Gapes one endless, soundless, grave! 

'RAN our beds of blue is 
Hr,PA,fm,g 'mfJog thE billnmJ, 

But for me is waiting 
Thy bed, INGEnORG~ 

es! Jtf.mt - hEEded 

Lift Thy oars, ELLIDA; 

gOf"d keel buildI'd, 

Yet awhile we'l1 swim!' 

VI~ 

O'er Her starboard broke 
NI'w', a -see 

And with whelming stroke 
Hffe decb 311 



FRITHIOF then His Armlet taking, 
(Three marks weigh'd it, and was old 

DELE'S gift, nor Morn's awaking 
Sun outshone its fine -wrought gold) 

Quick, the dwarf-carv'd Ring in pieces 
Hews, relentless, with His sword -

And, the fragments sharing, misses 
None of all His men on board. 

'Gold, on sweet-heart ramblings, 
Pow'rful is and pleasant; 
Who goes empty-handed 
Down to sea -blue RAN? 
Cold her kisses strike, and 
Fleeting her embrace is -

. But we Ocean's Bride be
Trothe with purest gold!' -

VB. 

Threat'ning still His worst, 
Roars the Storm again; 

Quick the Sheet is burst -
Snaps the yard in twain. 

'Gainst th' half-buried Ship, commotion
Toss'd, high waves to boarding go; 

And howe'er they bale, is Ocean 
Not so soon bard out, we know! 

Not ev'n FRlTHIOF now doubts longer 
That He carries Death on board; 

Yet than storm or billow stronger, 
Higher, sounds His lordly word: -

101 
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'Hither BJORN! The rudder 
Grasp with bear-paw strongly; 
VALHALL'S Pow'rs sure send not 
Weather such as this: 
Witchraft's working! HELGE, 
Coward-scoundrel, doubtless 
Conjur'd has these billows -
I will up and see!' 

VW. 

Like Marten, he flew 
Up the bending mast; 

And there, fast -clinging, threw 
Many' a glance o'er the waste. 

Look! - as isle that loose - torn drifteth -
Stops that Whale ELLIDA'S way; 

Sea -fiends two the Monster lifteth 
High on's back, through boiling spray: 

HEJD is wrapp'd in snowy cov'ring, 
Fashion'd like the white-furr'd bear. -

HAM, 'mid whistling winds grim-hov'ring, 
Storm - bird like assaults the air: 

'Now, ELLIDA! show us 
Whether, as 'tis boasted. 
Hero-mood thy iron-fast 
Round oak - bosom holds! -
Listen! Art Thou truly 
AGIR'S God-sprung daughter -
Up! with copper- keel, and 
Gore that spell-charm'd Whale!' -
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IX. 
And ELLili¥}A hears 

Her young Lord's behest, 
one hOllR!d gulfe 

To the Troll- Whale's breast. 

From the wound a stream out - gushes 
tow;n·d of emofing 

And, gash'd through, the beast down -rushes, 
to mud: 

Then, at once, the Hero slingeth 
Two shErp epeare; one the" lce-l;Iuar'e hide 

Pierc;e;th, the' uthe;~ deadlf springeth 
Through yon pitch-black 2':agle's side. 

'Bnleely eiru;;f ELUDA -

Not so soon will HELGE'S 

Dredon-ehip 
Out from bloody mud: 
HEID nor HAM much loug!~r 
The;' up ioss'd see will k;eep fOI 
Bittel' 'tis to bite the 

bl;];] - shining eteel 
x. 

Anh th;; he;f fleet 
At once from the Sea; 

ground ~ ewe:!]e led 
To the' Isle on their lea. 

And at once the Sun fresh treadeth, 
in Tall b};;;;; ; 

Joy o'er ship and wave She spreadeth, 
aRed creetes eHew, 

Sunset's beamings crown with gold the 
:!]eaggy rocf and STOVe daef ple;n; 
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All. with glad surprise, behold the 
Shores of EFJ'ESUND again. 

'ING'BORG'S Pray'rs. - pale Maidens, 
Up to V ALHALL rising -
Lily-white, on Heav'n's own 
Gold - floors bent the knee: 
Tears in light-blue eyes. and 
Sighs fl'om swan - down bosoms 
The' ASAR'S stern hearts melted -
Thank, then. thank the Gods!' -

XL 

But ELLIDA rose 
Sore jarr'd by the whale. 

And water-Iogg'd goes, 
All awear'd by Her Sail. 

Yet more wearied than their Dragon 
Totter FRlTHIOYS gallant men; 

Though each leans upon his weapon. 
Scarcely upright stand they then. 

BJORN. on pow'rful shoulder. dareth 
Four to carry to the land; 

PRlTHIOP. all alone. eight beareth. -
Sets them so round the' upblaz'd brand. 

'Nay! ye white fac'd. shame not! 
Waves are mighty Vikings; 
Hard's the' unequal struggle -
Ocean's maids our foes. 
See! there comes the Mead-Horn. 
Wand'ring on bright gold-foot; 
Shipmates! cold limbs warm. - and 
Here's to INGBBORG!' -
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CA..TO SI. 

rrithi.,t at the er.,ud 
of 

2u,aut1!r. 
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Argument. 
With a fresh, vigourous, popular, ease this Canto con

ducts us to the Court of Jarl ANOANTYR, the gencrous and 
civilized Chief of the Orkncys. 

FRITHIOF and his mea hlWe scarcely landcd, whcn - thc 
weary Envoy is wcleomed by the grim ATLE'S brutal challcnge. 

Be accepts the oler, and vanquishes and spares his foe. 
Old HAL v AR then comes up - though rather late, 'tis true 

- to separate the combatants and anDGUnce the banquet. 
411'GAlYJ'YB'. recepUep of Ws darinl ud renowned Visitor, 

inspires us with a high admiration of his noble qualities. After 
listening to his adventures, he pre.eftt. him with the tribute 
he came to demand, and with a friendly foree detains him over 
the Winter in hi, Balle. 

We need not add, that the pure Ballad style (of which 
this Canto may be considered a specimen) is very difficult in 

English. Neither too high nor too low, it must unite simplicity 
with strength, and natural and national expressions with that 
dignified language equally opposite to vulgarity and to fustian. 
It was better, however, to risk the danger, than altogether to 
lose the eleel. 
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CANTO XI. 

J1ritfJtof at tfJe eourt of anoant»r. 

I. 

Now say we, Ocean quitting, 
How ANGANTYR was then 

Within His Fir-Hall sitting, 
At wassail with his men. 

Right glad He was, and bended 
His eye blue waves upou, 

Where Ev'ning's Sun descended 
All like a golden Swan. 

D. 

Outside the window chances 
Old HALVAR watch to be, 

Right earnest were Hi. glances, -
The mead too guarded He: 

One custom miss'd He never, 
To scan the bottom o'er, -

And then, in silence, ever 
The Horn thrust in for more. 

DI. 

Now far i' th' Hall, loud-rattling, 
His empty H01'O he threw, 

And cried: - "Gainst storm - waves battiiug 
A ship at hand I view; 
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On board half. dead they tarry, 
N(;w c;;me 'ihey th43 Ianh 

And two tall giants carry 
The O»»S tD the 

RV. 

The Jarl's keen gazings wander 
W»»DS 

'ELLIDA'S sail is yonder. 
F» iTH;U»'S ih43re trom 

His Dnd brow discover 
Again old THORBTEN'S Son, 

hearuh all the II" orthl»nd Dver 

Ye'U ne'er find such a oner -

The;; Be»»»rk jhTLE ELhrinhdh. 

hDw; 

Fierce· grinning, from his place, -

(Blo>Ja.sD;in'd; his hear;} fliD;}>Jth 

Brute grimness o'er his face -) 
thnd ELCreSims th"" 

That FRITHIOF, all his days, 
Too»ives ihe ELmord Tom ELlayi»g 

Nor e'er for quarter Iirays: 

VI. 

hnd i'P '"iAth ah ea;};::>43 
His twelve dread champions spring;' 

ImpDiien'i, the" Dir ;hggei 

.A nd ELi>Jord ind bill· 
Then coastward storm'd they, }:;eate;}, 

w;};;re Di"ELgOU lay, 

And FRITHIOF, careless seated, 
talk>;] aW>J;}. 



VB. 

'Right well I now could kill thee'; 
With shouts 'gan ATLE cry; 

'Thou, yet, mayst either will thee 
To batde here or fly: 

But if for peace thou prayest, 
Though Champion hard and bold, 

Through me the 1arl thou mayest 
In friendly guise behold!' -

YDI. 

Said FRITBIOF; 'With my voyage 
I'm spent, 'tis true; - yet may 

Our Falchions prove our courage 
Ere peace from thee I pray" -

Then steel full soon did lighten 
In SUD -brown champion -hand, 

ADd quick its flame - runes brighten 
On FRITBIOF'S sharp-tongu'd brand. 

IX. 

Fast, now, are sword.thrusts given, 
And death· blows hail around; 

At once fly both shields, riven 
In halves, upon the ground. 

Their fight's uncensurable, 
They firm their circle tread, 

But keen bit ANGURVADEL, 

And straight brok~ ATLE'S blade. 

x.. 

'My sword', said FRITmOF, 'never 
'Gainst swordless man I wave. 

But an thou wilt, however. 
A difl"l'ent sport we'll have; -
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Then storm they, nothing yielded. 
Two autumn - billows like! 

And oft, with steel round shielded. 
Their jarring breasts fierce strike. 

XI. 

All like two bears they wrestle. 
On hills of snow; and draw 

And strain, each like an eagle 
On the' angry Sea at war. 

The root -fast rock resisted 
Full hardly tbem between 

And green iron - oaks down -twisted 
With lesser pulls have been. 

XII. 

From each broad brow sweat rusbes; 
Tbeir bosoms coldly heave; 

And stones and mounds and bushes 
Dints bundred-fold receive. 

With awe its close abide, the 
Men steel- clad on tbe strand; 

Tbat wrestling-match was widely 
Renown'd in Northern Land. 

X1D. 

At last, to the' earth down - reeling, 
Has FRITHIOF fell'd His foe, 

And 'gainst His bosom kneeling. 
Fierce words succeed the blow; 

'If but my Sword I brandish'd -
o swarthy Berserk-beard, -

Its point. ere now, base - vanquish'd ! 
Had through thy back appear'do' 
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XIV. 

'Let not that hindrance 'larm thee;' 
Grim ATLE proudly cried; 

'Go! with thy rune-blade arm thee, 
I'll lie as I have lied: -

We both at last must wander 
Bright VALHALL'S halls to view; 

To-day can I go yonder, 
Tomorrow, haply you!' -

xv. 
And long pause FRITmOF made not. 

That play he finish will; 
He _~NGURVADEL stay'd not, -

But ATLE yet lay 8till; -
Whereat, His heart relenting, 

He quick held -in His brand 
And check'd His wrath. presenting 

The fallen foe His hand. 

XVI. 

Now HALVAR wam'd right loudly, 
And rais'd his wand of white, 

'This fray ye sport so proudly 
Here causeth no delight: 

High - smoking long have gold. and 
Fair silver, dishes stood; 

Tho savoury meats grow cold, and 
My thirst do~ me no good!' 

xvu. 
Appeas'd, each now advances 

Within the larl's Hall-door; 
And much meets FRlTHIOF'S glances 

He ne'er had seen before: 
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The bare walls from the weather 
No rough-plan'd planks protect, 

But precious rich - gilt leather 
With fruits and flow'rs bedeck'd. 

xvm. 
There, midst the floor, ascended 

No blazing hearth-tire's light. 
But 'gainst the wall was bended 

The marble chimney bright ~ 
No smoke the dark roof tarnish'd 

No soot the beams o'ereast; 
Glass panes the windows garnish'd. 

And locks the door held fast. 

XIX. 

There many' a candle brighten'd 
From silver arms; no torch 

With crackling blaze enlighten'd 
The champions' rude debauch. 

Whole - roast. rich odours flinging. 
A Stag the board adorns. 

Its gold -hoof rais'd for springing. 
And leaf'd its grove-like horns. 

xx. 
Behind each Chief, a Virgin 

Stands up with lily dye I 
Just like some Star emerging 

From out a stormy sky.; 
Each step brown locks discloses, 

Clear sparkle eyes of blue. -
And, like to rune-sprung roscs. 

Small lips bud forth to ~iew. 

Digitized by Coogle 



XXI. 

Rut sq;q;ming 
Sat th' Jarl in silver chair, 

His Helm Sun ~rays 
His Mail with gold wrought fair, 

And glist'ning stars [?'er~ RF]wdq;q;'d 
Hi] Maq;d" rich ]nd 

Its purple edging borddd 
sImdess 

XXIl. 

htep] tRree tonR to :RkFnet ; 
To' his Guest his hand stretch'd free. 

thue did 
'Come! Seat thee next to me! 

Full mFmy' horn I've eknptied 
TwJRSTE]J. my good tlier! 

His Son, the wide. commended 
sit bis HF€], as Rk],ar! 

The Goblet then 
XXIII. 

crus,Fmeth 
With SJK.'LO'S richest wine, 

Its fleme· SRs,rks hrowneth. 
It foams like Ocean's brine! -

FMy Fd,,€€d's lend Hhee 
A welcome here again; 

I drink .- THGnSTE7')'J Mem'l'y', 
1\fy5self all mcnl' 

XXIV, 

B€€i'sf from MORVEN'S mF]untaim3 
Now sweeps the harp along, 

musi" ~foun]gins 
Springs sad his hero· song; 
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But in Norriinic chaUnteth 
Another, ancient-wise, 

He THORSTEN'S exploits vaunteth 
And til~es the scaldic prize. 

xxv. 
Now th' Jarl to ask delighted 

Of N ol·them kinsmen dea-r, 
And FRITlIIOF all recited 

In wOl·ds well-weigh'd and clear; 
Nor Truth's just measure broke he, 

Impartial was his doom; 
Like Queenly SAGA spoke he 

In Mem'ry's holy room. 

1X.VI. 

When next. He all repeated 
On the' Ocean's deeps he~d seen. 

And how 'mid waves defeated 
The King's grim Imps had been; -

Then joy the champions proudly, 
Then ANGANTY1l smil~ too. 

And shouts. re-ec)lO'd loudly. 
His brave adventures drew. 

xxvu. 
But - when His tale He changes 

To ING'BORG, His Belov'd. 
How tender - sad she ranges. 

Her grief how noble prov'd; -
Then many' a damsel sighing 

With cheeks on fire doth stand; 
How fain she'd press, replying, 

That true-love Knigbt's boM lland! 
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:XXVIII. 

At , the: youn£?; Chh'f 'ginne:drr 

His errand to speak about, 

And kinY ear whm4Krrth 

Who, patient, hears him out; -

'I trHmte - W4KrrS n4KrrV4Krrr, 

My People too is free; 

We'll 'BVLE' drinY but 4Krr4Krre:r 

His friends not subjects be! 
XXIX, 

'His Ynow not; would tYey 

Draw taxes from my land, -
As brave: Prinff4Krrrrrr shLLld, 

Can ask them sword in hand; 

WheL here m£?; reeYons 

Thy Father yet was dear!' -

rrrreith he 

To' his Daughter sitting neat. 

XXJL 

Then up that flow'r-shoot tender 

dlfvang rrYffick fi'ffm -berr::rrY'd 

Her waist was all so slender 

Her breasts so round and 

Thaz little 1"ff£?;Ue yffung JrreTRILL 

Her dimpled cheeks disclose. 
,ike win£?; - CAfTied 

To some just-op'ning Rose. -
LXX#", 

To' her virgin -bow'r she 8pt!edeth. 

gree n PLff#"e 

'Where many a wild thing treadcth 

11" woodbnd-

f15 
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And o'er the Sea, sail. whit'ning, 
Do silver J1lfloonJ1lfeams sJ1lfine, 

It'? arfc 
Its tassels golden twine. 

xxxn. 

Her gentle J1lfire hat takeli 
The PffeCe thus 

And fills to th' hrim, down. shaken, 
WitJ1lf far· 011 minted gold; 

"MI hefH~ thee, 
Be' it us'd as hest it may; 

But now shall F'RITIUOF swear me 

X1tXIIT. 

"Mood vanquishes all over, 
Hut now the Storm-winds reign, 

Hefij,"D HAM eeCffeer 
I fear, their strength again; 

BLLlDA springs not always 
leck ~ ful es helorff 

Though one we've miss'd the hillows 
Right many whales ride o'er!' -

"jf~"jf.xn 

Till morn re -lit her torch, 
But that gold wine - cup zesteH 

At last a hrimming Bumper 
They drain - "to ANG~'rYR', 

FIUTIUCfF thus f'fintef' 
Paes'd out with right good cheer! 
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rritlti.of's .tturn. 
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Argument. 

F RITBIOF returns. - And behold lae is the same, equally 
faithful, equally hopeful, equally worshiping his Love. But 
alas! How all is chang'd around him! His Home-Halls a smok
ing ruin, - his INGEBOllG afar - oft" and given to another, -
the 'sorrowful and houselt'ss' young warrior standeth still and 

"wotteth not what it may mean." 
But BILDlNG, that "ancient" so friendly to his Foster-Child, 

has watched the Fram,Gs-&teorecl Jj;LLIPA touch the strand, and 
hastens to meet, instruct, and console him. In few but chosen 
words, he tells him of the UBsaeeessful battle fougbt by the 
Brothers, King BING'S unrelenting conditions for a Peace, the 

consequent forcecl marJiGIe of their Sister with the armed and 

venerable ~tp" altd BJItGE'S dastar41y raveqge iJ. sotting fire 
to the Home£ltead of the absent Tribute seeker. - FRITHIOF'S 

answer is worthy of any Poet of any age, and only its Author 
could have dictated HILDING'S reply - by which tbe inflamed 

and insulted youth is silenced - but not convinced: 

'ALLFATBER dooms', mutter'd FRITHIOF, glooming; 
'But I, too, may for awhile be dooming. 

'Tis BALDER'S Midsummer Holy Feast, -
I th' Temple, crown'd, will stand his Priest; -

Tbat Arflon - King, who his Sister blooming 
Has sold, I'll too for awhile be dooming! 

• 
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CANTO XII. 

jltritfJiors Betttm. 

But Spring breathes soft in yon Heav'n of blue, 
And Earth's green verdure again is new: 
His Host then FRITHIOF thanketh, in motion 
Once more out over the plains of Ocean. 
On sun-bright pathway His coal-black Swan 
Her silv'ry furrow with joy ploughs on, 
For western breezes, Spring's music bringing. 
Like Nigthingales in the sails are singing; 
And AGIR's Daughters. in blue veils dight, 
The helm leap round, and urge on its flight. --
Ah! pleasant 'tis - when, from far-off sailing, 
Thy prow thou turn'st to thy Homeland! - hailing 
The coast where smoke from thy own Hearth's cOl-I'd. 
And Mem'ry guards her fair Childhood -world! 
The fresh-stream'd fountain thy Play-place washes, 
While Barrows grcen hold thy Fathers' ashes; 
And, full of longing, thy faithful .Maid 
With sea - ward gaze on the cliff is stai d! -
Days six he sails, on the seventh's dawning 
A dark-blue stripe he discerns. which Morning 
At Heav'n's far horder shows slowly rise 
Till rocks, isles, 'land' quick salute his eyes! 
His Land it is from the deep that splingeth, 
Its shades they are which the Green - Wood flingeth, 
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Its foaming torrents he hears war there. 
As breast of marble the l'Ock lays bare. -
He hails the headland, the strait he haileth,' 
And close to BALDER'S retreat he saileth, 
Wherein. last summer, so many' a night 
With ING'BORG seated he dream'd delight. -
'Why comes She not? - Has She no fond presage 
How near I swing on the dark - blue sea - surge ¥ 
But haply'. abandoning BALDER'S walls. 
She sorrowful sits in Her regal halls 
Hel' Harp soft striking, or bright gold weavetb!' -
The Temple's pinnacles sudden leaveth 
His Falcon then, and from heav'n hath sped 
To FRITHIOP'S shoulder, as oft he'd fled, 
His white wing ceaseles~ he flaps above him, 
And, faithful, thence no allurements move him; 
With fire .. bright talon he ceaseless scrapes, 
Nor rest he gives nor repose he takes. 
To FRITBIOF'S ear, then, his crook'd bill wended 
As though some message to give 'twas bended. 
Perhaps from ING'BORG, his dear-Iov'd Bride, -
But brokeQ. sounds - what can they betide? 

ELLIDA, rustling, the Cape now passe •• 
Glad-bounding, hind-like o'er verdant grasses; 
For well-known waves 'gainst the keel have gonel 
.But FRITHIOF, joyful. Her prow upon, 
His eyes oft rubs, and his hand upholdeth 
Above His brow. and the shore beholdeth; -
But rub He' or look as He may, no more 
His FRAMNAS' home shall He e'er explore! 
'l'he naked chimney iii gl'imly tow'ring. 
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Like champion - skel'ton in grave - mound low'ring; 
4' 

'Vhere Court-halls stood, is a fire-clear'd land; 
And ashes whirl round the ravag'd strand. 
Then FRITHIOF quick from the ship advances, 
O'er burnt demesnes casting angry glances, 
His Father's grounds and His childhood's walks; -
But rough-hair'd DRAN up to meet him stalks, 
His faithful Dog that for Him bold wresded 
Full oft with bears in the forest nestled; 
How glad his gambols, how glad his leaps, 
How high to' his Master he springing keeps! -
His milk-white Courser, (with mane gold-blended, 
And hind-like legs and a neck swan-bended,) 
Which FRITHIOF once had so often rode, 
With lofty bounds from the dale, too, trode, 
And turns his neck, neighing glad, and lingers 
And bread will have from his Master's fingers: -
Poor FRITHIOF, poorer by far than they, 
Has nought for his fav'rites howe'er they pray! 

As sad and houseless He stands, round - viewing 
For land he'd heir'd - the burnt woodland-ruin, 
See! aged HILDING advances there 
His Fosterfather with silver hair: -
'At this black show can I scarcely wonder, 
When the' Eagle's flown they his dwelling plunder. 
A kingly exploit fOl' peace I see; 
Oath llEJ,GE took, right well keepeth he. -
The Gods to worship, - mankind abhorring! 
His 'Progress' call we an Arson -warl·ing. 
Not grief, hut anger it works, I swear; 
But ING'DORG'S - tell me I pray thee - where~' -
'Dark words I hring,' said this Yeoman hoary; 
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Not glad~ I w~en~ wilt Thou find my story. -
Thou scarce hadet saird. when King RING w'ew nigh. 
Shields five 'gainst one could I well descry. 
At DISAR - DALE. by the Stream. they battled, 
And blood-red foaming its waters rattled. 
King BALFnAN jested and laugh'd away, 
Nathless he sU"\lck like a man that day; 
The kingly stripling PLy target shielded. 
His skill's first trial such ple.sure yielded. 
But short enough did cheir war- sport la .... 
For - HRLGB fled, and then all was past! 
But the' ASA-Kinsman in all haste lighted 
Thy Halls so fair. as he 'scap'd affrighted. -
Now two hard terDlS for the Brothers stand; -
To RING they yield shall their Sister's hand. 
(For atonement could but by Her be teDder'd) 
Or - land and crown must be both surrender'd: 
And Peaceful Heralds l'ight frequent l1de, -
But now KiDg RJNG hath la'en home his Bride!' -

'OJ Woman, Woman!' - cried FRITllIOF madly, -
'When Thought with LOKE first shelter'd gladly. 
A Lie it was! and He sent it then 
In Woman's shape to the world of Men! 
Yes! a blue -eyed Lie. who with false tears ruleth. 
Enchanteth always, and alway fooleth; 
A rose-cheek'd Lie, with rich-swelling breast, 
And in Spring - ice virtue and Wind -faith drest; 
With guileful heart She, deceitful. glances, J 

And Perjury still on her fresh lips dances! - , 
And yet how dear to my soul was She -
How dear was then. ah! yet is to me! 
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In all my SPOl'U, far as Mem'ry :reaches, 
My Mate was ING'BOR.G! Remembrance teaches 
That of each high exploit my proud Youth elream'd, 
Herself as Prize still most precious seem'd. -
Like two fair Trees, by one root united, -
Has THOR one stem with His lightnings blighted, 
Straight withers the' other. - is one all green, -
With verdure crown'd is its spouse-trunk seen; -
So' our grief and gladness were thus one only! 
Not us'd is FBl'l'HIOlI' to think him lonely; 
Now i8 he lonely. - Thou lofty VAR! 
Where pencil-bearing Thou joumiest far, 
And oaths on tablets of gold inscribest -
Let be those fool'ries! Thon dreams describest, 
Thy tablets marking all full of lies; 
On faithful gold - what a pity 'tis! 
Of BALDER'S NANNA some tale fame telleth; 
On human brow now no Truth more dwelleth, 
In human bosom all Faith is spent, -
Since ING'BORG'S voice has to guile been lent, 
That voice like Zephyr o'er flow'r-meads creeping, 
Like BRAGE'S music - His harp - strings sweeping! 
Ah! ne'er mine ear shall those harp-tones drink; 
Of that false Bride ne'er again I'll think; -
The dancing storm - wave shall be my pillow, 
Thou blood shall drink, thou wide ocean -billow! 
Where sword -blades scatter the Barrows' seed, 
O'er hill o'er dale shall my foot- steps speed! 
All crown'd, perchance, I may meet a stranger, -
I'd know if then I shall spare from danger! 
Some youth. perchance, I may meet, all calm 
AntI full of love 'mid the shicl<ls' alarm, 

Digitized by Coogle 



124 

Some fool on honour and truth depending, -
From pity' - I'll hew! - his poor life quick -ending: 
I'll save from shame; he shall glorious die -
Not guird, betray'd, nor despis'd - as I!' 

'How still boils over,' now HILDING pleaded, 
'Youth's hot fierce blood; and yet. Son! how needed 
To cool its fervors are years of snow: -
That noble Maiden nor wrong thou so! 
My Foster-Daughter impeach .not! - Belter 
Impeach the NORNOR; for who can fetter 
Their angry Fates, which - on this our world -
Heav'n's Thunder -land hither down hath hurrd ¥ 
Her sorrows nobly to none proclaiming. 
E'en legend-VIDAR in silence shaming, 
Her grief was stm, - as, in south-wood side 
Some turtle- dove's, when her mate hath died. 
Her heart. nathless, She to me disclosed; 
And - endless pangs in its depths reposed! 
The Water-bird when death-pierc'd her breast. 
To th' bottom dives, with one comfort blest -
That burning day will not see her bruises. 
Lies so below and her life-blood loses; -
Thus shrank Her pain to the realms of Night. 
None knew but I all Her griefs aright! -
'For DELE'S realm they've an off'ring bound me 
And Winter's vel'dure is hunS around me; 
While fragrant snow - flow'rs bloom round my hair, 
I'm a Peace -maid now: sure the victim's fair! 
Ah! Death were easy! - But Death pain stilleth; 
Atonement only scorn'd BALDER willeth, 
A ling'l'jng death, - no repose it meets, 
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Its heart still flutters t its pulse still beats' -
But the weak one's struggles reveal thou never. 
None pity shall. though I grieve for ever; 
K.ing DELE'S Daughter Her woes will bide. -
Yet FRITHIOF hail from his once hop'd Bride" -
The Wedding day came at last. (its token 
fd willing see from my rune-staff broken,) 
To th' Temple glided a long- drawn train 
Of white -rob'd Virgins and sword-clad men: 
A gloomy Minstrel before them wended. -
O'er black-hued palfrey the pale Bride bended, 
Like that pale Spirit which sits up o'er 
The dusky cloud when the thunders roar' 
My Lily tall. from Her saddle bearing, 
I lecl then forth through the Temple. faring 
To the' Altar- Circle where. Priests among. 
LOFN'S vows she took with unfalt'ring tongue. 
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To th' White God. too. She long pray'rs presented; 
And all, save only the Bride, lamented. 
Then first the RING on Her tap'ring arm 
Grim HELGE mark'd. and straight snatch'd the charm; 
Now BALDER weareth the gliu'ring trifle. -
My rage I then could no longer stifle, 
My good sword quick from its scabbard forth 
I drew. - then little was HELGE worth; -
But ING'BORG whisper'd. - 'Let be I a brother 
Could this have spar'd , - I had borne all other; 
Yet much we suffer before we die. -
ALLFATHER 'tween us will doom on high!' 

'ALLFATHER dooms!' - mutter'd FRITHIOF glooming; 
'But I, too. may for awhile be dooming. 
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'Tis BALDER'S MidsuMmer hal,. Feast, 
And crown'd r th' Temple will Btand his Priest; 

That Arson -King, who his Sister blootning 
Has sold, - I'll, too, for awhile be dooming" -
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,At-gum.ent. 

T enible is the misery; grand the desolation, presented to 

us in this exceedingly massive Canto. Every Line is a sentence, 
every StanD a picture. 

The bold and successful Ocean -adventurer, penetrates into 
the interior of BALDER'S Temple, at wholle altar the malignant 
and bigot mffian -king is sacrificing. Flinging the purse in4 
stead of giving it, he fells to the Earth his enemy; then 
seizing his 'Arm-Ring the Good' which he finds adorning the 
Image instead of INGEBORG, he wrenches and pulls till the 
wooden Idol itself gives way, falls headlong amoog the altar
flames, - and in a moment the Temple, that sanctuary so 
holy and so venerable, is in a blaze I Vain are aU efForts to 
stop the flames; timbers snap. metals melt, walls yawn, the 
Grove blazes, - and BALDER'S RAGE is no more I 

Honor -struck and shuddering, the innocent but sacrilegious 
Temple-Firer tumeth him from the smoking ruin, and 'weeps 
as the Mom slow breaketh.' 

• 
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CANTO XID. 

I. 

Midnight's Sun, all blood-red bright, 
Far- off hills o'erbended; 

It was not day, it was not night, 
Between them it was suspended. 

D. 

BALDER'S Pyre, of the Sun a Mark, 
Holy Hearth red -staineth ; 

Yet, soon dies its last faint spark, 
Darkly then H(jDER reigneth. 

m. 

Ancient Priests round the Temple -wall 
Stood, and the pile -brands shifted; 

Silver-bearded and pale, they all 
Flint -kni ves in hard hands lifted. 

IV. 

HELGE, crown'd, standeth them beside, 
Help 'mid the circle profF'ring. 

Hark! then clatter, at midnight's tide, 
Arms in the grove of OfF'ring. -

9 
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V. 

• m6RN, the door hold close, Man! - 80! -
Pris'ners they'll all obey me: 

Out or in whoe'er would go -
Cleave his skull, I pray thee.' 

VI. 

Pale waxeth HELGE, - that voice too well 
Knows he, and what presaging. 

Forth trod FRITHIOF, and dark words fell 
8tomi like in Autumn raging. 

VII. 

'Here's die tribute, Prince! thy breath 
Order'd from western waters; 

Take it! Then - for life or death -
Fight we· at BALDER'S auters: 

VIll. 

'Back shield -cover'd, my bosom bare, 
Nought shall unfair be reckon'd. 

First, as King, strike thou! Beware 
Mind - for I strike the second. 

IX. 

'Yonder door? - Nay, gaze, Fool, here! 
Caught in his hole the fox is; 

Think of Framniis, and ING'BORG dear 
Fam'd that for golden locks is!' 
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So His Hero-accents rang; 
Th' Purse from his belt theD freely 

Drew He. and careless enough it Hang 
Right at the Son of BBLB. 

Blood from: IUs MOllth gush'd out straightway, 
Streaming blackly splendent; 

There, by his altar, swooning lay 
The' ASAR'S high descendant. 
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'What! Thine own gold bearst not? - Shame! 
Shame! coward -king vile - shrinking; 

ANGURVADEL none e'er shall blame 
Blood so base for drinking I 

:DU. 

'Silence! Priests with ofi"'ring- knire, 
Chiefs yon .Moon lights dimly! 

Noise might cost each wretched life, 
Back! - for my blade thirsts grimly. 

1IV. 

'R~geful Thine eye, white BALDER. shines; 
Yet. why so anger- swollen Y . 

Yon fair Ring Thine arm round - twines, 
Pardon me. but 'tis stolen! 
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, 

xv. 

'Not, sure, for Thee VAULUNDBR kept 
Graving that jewel's wonders; 

Violence stole, and the Virgin wept, -
Down with all scoundrel-plunders!' -

1'VI. 

Brave he pull'd; bnt fast-grown seem'd 
The' arm and the Ring 80 curious; 

When loos'd at last, where the' Altar g)ea~'d 
Brightest - the God leapt furious! 

xvn. 

Hark, that crash! Gnawing gold-tooth'd Same 
Rafter and roof o'er-quivers; 

BJliRN turns pale as he stands, and shame _ 
FRITH:'OF feels - that he shivers. 

1VDL 

'BJliRN, release them! Unbar the door; 
Guarding is now allover; 

Th' Temple blazes; pour water, pour 
All the Sea there over !' -

XIX. 

Now from Temple and grove and strand, 
Chain-like, they clasp each other; 

Billows, wand'ring from hand to hand, 
Hissing the fires would smother. 
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Rain - God like, sits FRITmoFthere, 
High o'er beams and waters, 

All- directing with lordly air, 
Calm 'mong the hot fire - slaughters. 

XXI. 

Vain! fire conquers; rolling past, 
Smoke-clouds whirl, and smelted 

Gold on red-hot sands falls fast, 
Silver plates are melted. 

All, all's lost! From half-bul'D'd Han 
Th' fire-red Cock up-swingeth! -

Sits on the roof, and, with shrilly call 
Flutt'ring, his free course wingeth. 

1XIII. 

Morning's winds from the North rush by, 
Heavnward the fire -wave surges, 

BALDER'S grove is summer- dry • 
Greedy the fierce blaze gorges; --

XXIV. 

Raging, from branch to branch it flew, 
Still round the goal ne'er closing; 

Ah! how fearful that wild light grew. 
BALDER'S PYRE - how imposing! 
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xxv .. 

Hark! - how it snaps r th' gapiog root; 
! frum th,": top rholVur; -

'Gaigrt ML*LrEL'L Soos, tSe ho:)'@, 
Mao's art, mao's arm mao's powerY 

XXVI. 

Fire-seas tumble in BALDER'S grove; 
nnlI"P'p"" thu waodt:r: 

Suo -beams rise, hut frith aod cove 
MirroL'i Hell'r flam:>lights dondud 

xxvu. 

To' ashes soon is the Temple hum'd, 
thu Grovu LO bluf:miod 

FRITHIOF, grief-ful, away has turn'd, 
u'er ho~ tears 



04 .... 0 XIV. 

I ritltiO'f ,O'ttlt intO' 
.anishtttmt. 
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Argument. 

This Canto opens with an unrivaled Monologue. FRITHIOP 

hastening bis unavoidable exile from bis beloved Fatherland, is 
steering towards Ocean, 'wbile the smoke of the Temple still 
rises from the strand.' His passionate words somewhat easo 
his full beart, and ho ends with tbe exclamation -

'My LiCe -Homo givon 
Thou sbalt. far -drivon , 
My Barrow be, 
Thou free broad Seal' 

But he is pursued 1 HELGE, with bis tleet of Dragons, bas
tens to grasp the fugitive ere be escapes bis vengeance. -
This danger, bowever, bas beon foreseon ; BJ6RN bas scuttled 
the vessels, and tbey are filling rapidly. HELGE and bis crews 
escape with difficulty to shore, and the Tyrant owes bis life 
only to the inefTable contempt of bis noble foo, wbo thon chaunt
eth a Farewell Song to his Country's Genius, and is carried 
by beaveo's fresh breezes to those 'plains blue-spreading' on 
whose broad bosom all 'unknown 

Are despot's glances 
And tyrant's fanciesl' 
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CANTO XIV. 

J1rttfJtof godfJ into liJanfsfJment. 

His ship's- deck slight 
r th' summer-night, 
Bore th' Hero grieving. 
Like waves high -heaving, 
Now rage now woe 
Thro' His bosom flow • ..:.. 
Smoke still ascended, 
The fire not ended. 

'Thou Temple-smoke 
Fly up! - Invoke 
From high VALHALLA. 

The rage of BALDER; 

Send th' white God's wrath 
To blight my path! 
Fly up! and chatter 
Till the' arches clatter 
Say - Temple -round 
Burnt thus to th' ground; 
Thus down fell sudden 
Thine Image wooden, 
Like all wood lay 
And bUrD'd away! -
The Grove, too. mention 

Digitized by Coogle 



138 

Secure since falchion 
Had thigh - girt been. 
Now waite; not e'en 
Was the' honol' gotten 
To sink. time - rotten. -
This, - more thereto 
Which all may view. -
To BALDER carry; 
Nor fail. nor tarry. 
Mist- Courier! high 
To th' Mist - God fly! 

'Each Scald. sure, raises 
Mild HELGE'S praises 
Who th118 has ban~'d 
From yond my Land; -
From Him bans never! -
Well! nought can sever 
From that blue realm 
Where billows whelm. -
Thou mayst not rest Thee. 
Thou still must haste Thee. 
ELLIDA! - out 
Th' wide world about. 
Yes! rock. on! roaming 
Mid froth salt-foaming 
My Dragon good! 
Nor drop of blood 
Will hurt. thou knowest. 
Where'er Thou goest. 
When storms hoarse cry. 
My House Thou 'rt by; 
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For BALDER'S - Brother -
He burn'd mine other. 
Yes! Thou'rt my North t 
My Foster-earth; 
From that down yonder 
I now must wander. 
Yes! Thou'rt my Bride, 
Black weeds Thy pride; 
For ah! how dare one 

139 

Trust Her, that Fair One? -

'Thou free broad Sea! 
Unknown to Thee 
lue despot'. glances 
And tyrant's fancies. 
Where freemen swing -
Is he thy King, 
Who never shivers 
Howe'er high quivers, 
With rage oppress'd, 
Thy froth-white breast! 
Thy plains, blue - spreading , 
Glad chiefs are treading; 
Like ploughs thereon 
Their keels drive on; 
And blood -rain patters 
In shade the' oak scatters~ 
But steel-bright there 
The corn -seeds glare! 
Those plains so hoary 
Bear crops of glory, 
Rich crops of gold: 
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Thou billow bold 
Befriend me! - Never 
I'll from thee sever! -
My father's Mound 
Dull stands. fast-bound, 
And self-same surges 
Chaunt changeless dirges; 
But blue shall mine 
Through foam -flow'rs shine. 
'Mid tempests swimming. 
And storms thick dimming. 
And draw yet mo 
Down, down, below. -
My Life-Home given, 
Thou shalt. far- driven! 
My Barrow be -
Thou free broad Sea!' -

Thus fierce he grieveth, 
And sorrowing leaveth 
His prow so true 
The reeds it knew, -
All gently gliding 
'Mong rocks still biding 
To watch i' th' North 
The shallow firth. -
But vengeance wakens: 
With twice five Dragons 
Swam HELGE round 
And clos'd the Sound. 
Then each loud crieth; -
'Now HRLGE dieth 
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This one fight o'er -
Then thrives no more, 
The bright Moon under, 
That V ALHALL'S wonder; 
Above He'll rise 
To' His home, the skies; 
That, blood immortal, 
Seeks ODEN'S portal: 

The word scarce said, 
With unseen tread 
Some Pow'r fast clingeth 
To' each keel that swingeth! 
And see! they slow 
Are drawn below 
To dead-rich RANA; 

Nay! e'en King HELGE 

From half-drown'd prore 
Scarce swims ashore. • 

But glad BJ(jRN proudly 
Shouts, laughing loudly, -
'Thou AU - blood, 
That trick was good! 
Unseen, unfearful, 
I scutded cheerful 
The ships last night; 
The thought was bright! 
What RAN enfoldeth 
I hope she holdeth, 
As heretofore: 
Yet, pity sore, 

141 

Digitized by Coogle 



They went to th' bottom 
Their Chief forgotten!' 

In angry mood 
King HELGB stood, 
Scarce death-deli"fer'd; 
His drawn ~ow qui"fer'd, 
Steel- cast and round, 
'Gainst rocky ground; 
Himself not knew it. 
How hard he drew it, 
Till th' steel-bow sprang 
With snapping clang. 

But FRlTHIOF weigheth 
His Lance. and sayeth: -
'Held back, this free 
Death _ Eagle see! 0 

• H out He dashes 
He mortal gashes 
That tyrant - thing 
A coward -King 
Who - needless shrinketh: 
My Lance ne'er drinke&h 
A craven's blood. 
Ay! 'tis too good 
For such achievements! 
;Mong rune-stone grievements 
It carv'd may stand, 
But ne'er shall brand 

- That scoundrel-framing 
Which thy name's shaming! 
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Thy manhood's bloom 
Find. shipwreck's doom, 
And scaping 1tither 
On shore, will wither. 
Rust steel IIlay break, 
Not thou. - rll take 
A mark far higher 
Than base peace-buyer: 
Take care how near 
Thine own appear!' -

TOo' an oar ellt down f He 
Then grasps a pine -tree, 
(That mast-pine fell 
In Gudbrand's dell.) 
Its mate then heaveth, 
And the' ocean cleaveth. 
Strong pulls He takes. -
As reed -shaft breaks, 
As cold -bl.de snappeth. -
Each oar quick cracketh! -

Day'S Orb now shiD'd 
Hill- tops behind; 
Fresh breezes bounded 
From shore, and sounded 
Each wave to danoe 
In Morning's glance. 
Where th' high surge leapeth 
ELLIDA sweepeth, 
Glad stretch'd her winss. -
But FRlTHIOF sings: 
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I. 

'Heimskringla's forehead, 
Thou lofty North! 

Away I'm hurried 
From this thine Earth. 

My race from Thee goes, 
I boasting tell; 

Now, nurse of heroes -
Farewell! Farewell! 

Do 

'Farewell, high - gleaming 
VALHALL.A.·S Throne, 

Night's Eye, bright-beaming 
Midsummer's Sun! 

Sky! where, as in Hero's 
Soul. pure depths dwell, -

And thronging Star - rows. -
Farewell! Farewell! 

m. 
'Parewell, ye Mountains, 

Seats Glory for; 
Ye tablet- fountains 

For mighty THOR I 
Ye lakes and Highlands 

I left so sel', 
Ye rocks and islands, 

Farewell! Farewell! 
IV. 

'Farewell. Cairns dreaming 
By wave of blue. -

Where, snow-white gleaming, 
Limes flow'r -dust strew! 
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But SAGA spieth 
And doomeLh well 

I the' Earth what lieth; 
Farewell! Far.ewell! 

v. 

'Farewell, ye bowers. 
Fresh Houses green, 

Where youth pluck'd flowers 
By murm'ring stream: 

Ye friends of childhood 
Who meant me well, 

Ye' re yet remember'd; -
Farewell! Farewell! 

VI. 

'My Love insulted. 
My Palace brent, 

My Honour tal'nish'd. 
In Exile sent. -

F."om Land in sadness 
To th' Sea we' appeal, 

But Life's young gladness -
Farewell! Farewell!' 
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Argument. 

The 'VIKING' CODE' follows, an admirable digest of the 
baUle-breathing maxims acted upon by thb freebooters of the 
North. But still TEGNtR'S genius has thrown the Rain·bow of 
Pity over the Deluge of Blood! 

"Tis enough shouldst thou conquer! - Who prays thee 
for peace, hath no sword, - and cannot be thy foe. 

Pray'r is VALHALLA'S Child, hear the pale Virgin's voice; 
yes I a scoundrel is he that says no!' 

)n many a sweetly· flowing Stanza is then related the deep 
melancholy of tbe love·strickcn youth, his struggles to ennoble 
the pirate-life he professed, his savage recklcss death·seeking 
bravery in baUle, his sorrowful home·longing in peace - till 
at last he concludes; 

'There's the nag on the mast, to the Northland it points, 
and the North holdS the Country I lovc; 

Back to Northward )'11 stecr, gladly following the course of 
the breezes fresh.blowing abovc!' 
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THE VIKING-doDE. 
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CANTO XV. 

e:fJe Wilting = £.olle. 

I. 

Far and wide t like the Falcon that hunts through tbe 
sky, flew He now o'er the desolate Sea; 

And his Vikinga-Code, for His champions on board, wrote 
he well; - wilt thou hear what it be Y . 

II. 

'On thy ship pitch no tent; in no house shalt thou sleep; 
in the hall who our friends ever knewY 

On his shield sleeps th~ Viking, his sword in his hand, 
and for tent bas yon Heaven the blue. 

m. 

'With a short-shafted hammer figbts conquering THOR, 

FREY'S own sword but an ell long is made; 
That's enough. Hast thou courage! Strik.e close to thy 

foe: not too short for thee then is thy blade! 

IV. 

'When the storm roars on high, up aloft with the sail; 
ah! how pleasant's the Sea in its wrath: 

Let it blow, let it blow! He's a coward that furls; rather 
founder than furl in thy path. 

v. 
'On the sbore, not on boar~, mayst thou toy with a maid; 

FRE.JA'S self would prove false to thy love: 
For the dimple deceives on her check, and ber tresses 

would net-lik.e entrap tbee above! 
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VI. 

'Wine is VALFATlIER'S drink; a carouse thou mayst have; 
but yet steady and upright appear: 

He who staggers on shore may stand up, but will soon 
down to sleep -giving RAN stagger here. 

vu. 
'Sails the merchant-ship forth. thou his bark mayst protect, 

if - due tribute his weak hand has told: 
On thy wave art thou King; he's a slave to his pelf, 

and thy steel is as good as his gold! 
vnI. 

'With the dice and the lot shall the booty be shar'd; and 
complain not, howevel' it goes: 

But the Sea-King himself throws no dice on the deck, 
only glory He seeks from his foes. 

IX. 

'Heaves a Viking ~n sight - then come boarding and strife. 
and hot work is it uDder the shield; 

But from us art thou banish'd - forget not the doom ~ 
if a step or a foot thou shalt yield! 

x. 
''Tis enough, shouldst thou conquer! Who prays thee for 

peace. has no sword - and cannot be thy foe: 
Prair is V ALIIALLA'S child, hear the pale Virgin's voice; 

yes! a scoundrel is he who says no! 
XL 

'Viking- gains are deep wounds, and right well they adorn 
if they stand on the hrow or the breast. 

Let them bleed! Twice twelve hours first must circle ere 
binds them - who Vikioga-comrade would resd'

xu. 
Thus His Laws cal'v'd He out, and fresh Exploits each day 

and fresh fame to strauge coast-lands he brought; 
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And his Like found He none on the blue-rolling sea, and 
his champions right willing they fought. 

XID. 

But Himself sat all darkly, with rudder in hand, and 
look'd down on the slow-rocking spray; -

'Deep thou art! Peace perc~ance in those depths still may 
bloom, but above here all peace dies away. 

XlV. 

'Is tho White God enrag'd? - Let him take His good 
sword, I will fall should it so be decreed; 

But He sits in yon sky, gloomy thoughts sending down; 
ne'er my soul from their sadness is freed!' -

xv. 
Yt:t when battle is near, like the fl"esh eagle flying, his 

spirit fierce soars with delight; 
Loudly thunders His voice, and with clear brow He stands, 

like the Light'ner still foremost in fight. 
XVI. 

Thus from vict'ry to vict'ry He ceaselessly swam, on 
that wide-foaming grave all secure; 

And fresh islands He saw, and fresh bays in the Sout.h, 
till fair winds on to Greek-Land allure. 

xvn. 
When its groves He beheld, in the green tide reflected, 

its temples in ruin bent low; -
FREJA knows what He thought, and the Scald, and if c'er 

thou hast known how to love - thou wilt know! -

xvw. 
'Here our dwelling had bep.n' Hp1"P'A tho ll11p. hel"P.'!II rlw 

land; of this Temple my Sire oft would tell; 
Hither 'twas, hither 'twas, I invited my Maid; - ah! She, 

cruel, t.he Nort.h lov'd t.oo well! 
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XIX. 

"Mong these happy green vales dwells not Peace? and Re
membrance, ah! haunts she not columns so fair? 

Like the whisp'rings of lovers soft murmur those springs, 
and with bridal-songs birds fill the air. 

xx. 
tWbere is INGEBORG now? - Is so soon all forgot - for 

a Chief wither'd, grey-hair'd, and oldY -
I. I cannot forget! Gladly gave I my life, yet once more 

that dear form to behold! 

XXI. 

'And three years have gone by since my own land I saw, 
kingly Hall of fair Saga the Queen! 

Rise there yet so majestic those mountains to Heav'n, 
keeps my Forefathers' dale its bright green? 

1XlI. 

'On the Cairn where my Father lies buried, a Lime-tree 
I planted - ah! blooms it there nowY 

Who its tender shoot guards? - Give thy moisture, 0 
Earth! and thy dews, 0 thon Heaven, give Thon! 

XXIU. 

'Yet why linger I here, on the wave of the stranger? - is 
tribute, is blood, then my goal ¥ 

I have glory snfficient, and beggarly gold and its bright,,: 
ness - deep scorneth my soul. . 

X1IV. 

'Therp.'K t.hp. flAS nn the mast. to the Northland it points, 
and the North holds the Country I love; 

Back to northward I'll steer, and will follow the course 
of the breez.es fresh.blowing above!' -

• 
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Argument. 

This Canto is very characteristic. Nothing could more 
eft'ectually have painted BJORN the Viking-champion, and FRI

TBIOF the Champion-hero, oC Scandinavia. 
In a charming dialogue on board ELLlDA., as she lies fro

zen-in on the Norwegian coast, FRITBIOF declares his rosolution 
to set out on a visit to - the Court of King RING, his success
ful and dangerous rival! 

'Go not alone!' 

interrupts his faithful Foster-Brother; - 'Nor do I; says FRI

THIOF, - 'my Sword's at my side r 
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CANTO XVI. 

Ujom an~ j1ritfJ'ot. 

FRITHIOF. 

'BJl>RN! I'm awearied of surge and of sea! 
Billows, at best, are tumultuous urchins; 
Northland's firm, fast-rooted, dear-belov'd Mountains 

Wondl'Ously tempt me, afar though they be. -
Happy whom never his land has out -driven, 

None ever chas'd from his Father's green grave I 
Ah! too long, yes too long have I striven, 

Peaceless and sad, on this Ocean's wild wave!' -

BJORN. 

'Ocean is good, blame it not; for out yonder 
Freedom and gladness abide on its breast; 
Nothing know I of weak womanish rest, 

Onward I love with the billows to wander. -
When I am old, on the blossoming Earth 

I, too. will grow soil-fast as the grass is; -
Goblet and battle shall now be my mirth, 

Now rll enjoy each young hour as it passes!' -
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FRITHIOF. 

'Yet, by hard ice we are hunted on land; 
See! round onr keel the big waves lie aU lifeless. 
Winter I waste not, the long and the strifeless, 

Here 'mong the rocks of a desolate strand. 
Yule shaU again in the Northland delight me, 

Guesting with RING and the Bride that he stole. 
Yes! fU again view those locks streaming brightly, 

Tones still so lov'd shall yet speak to my soul!' -

BJORN. 

'Good! Hint no longer. Revenge is our duty; 
RING skall acknowledge a Viking's is dire. 
Sudden, at midnight, his Palace we 'u fire, 

First burn the' old Warrior, then ravish the Beauty. 
Haply it chances, in Vikinga -wise, 

Isle - duel worthy the Chieftain thou deemest; 
Or, Thou mayst challenge to Host-fight on ice; 

Say! - fm prepar'd for whatever Thou schemest.!' -

FRITHIOF. 

'Arson, oh name not! and think not of war: 
Peaceful I go. The good King has not wroug'd me; 
She too, is guiltless. - Yes! Gods avenge strongly

I their insulter - the crimes they abhor. 
Little on Earth may I hope. There remaineth 

Now but to part from the Bride I hold dear: -
Part, ah! for aye. - When soft Spring again reigncth, 

Then, if not sooner, I haste to thee here.' 

BJORN. 

'FRITHIOF, I cannot excuse. Man! Thy ma<1ness. -
What! for a Woman lament so sore! 
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Women, good lack! the whole Earth swarm o'er; 
Thousands, one gone, will soon banish thy sadness. 

Quick, if Thou wilt, where the South Sun glows 
Cargoes I'll bring of such wares, more than others 

Gentle as lambs and as red as the rose, -
Then draw we lots, or divide them like Brothers!' -

FRITHIOF. 

'BJi5RN' Thou art open and glad, like as FREY; 

Boldness in fight, skill in counsel, thou showest; 
ODEN and THOR both together Thou knowest; 

FREJA, the Heav'nly, Thou dost not obey. 
Speak we not now of the pow'r each God keepeth; 

Rouse not, enrage not, the' Eternal again; -
Sooner or later, the sparkle that sleepeth 

Wakes - in the bosom of Gods and of Men" -

BJORN. 

'Go not alone •. - Seldom way-laid returneth,' 

FRITHIOF. 

'Well am I follow'd: - My sword's at my side: 

BJORN. 

'HAGBART, forget not, of hanging died!' -

FRITHIOF. 

'He who is taken, his hanging well carnelh!' -
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BJ6RN. 

'Fall'st Thou, War-Brother! rll 'venge Thee well; 
Blood-eagle lines on Thy foe shall be flowiog: 

FRITRIOF. 

'BJC5RN I 'tis not needed. The cock's loud crowing 
Hears he no longer than I. - Farewell" -

-
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,·Irithiof .cometh to 
Biu, Biu,. 
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Argument. 

Again a Ballad, - and a delightful one it is I What a 
succession of to~ching incidents in the Ball of the Patriarch
Monarch I 

In an old man's disguise, 'FRITBIOF THE DAUSTLESS' has 

penetrated to the Court of his foe. A slight quarrel draws RING'S 

attention to the unknown Stranger, and perceiving by his air 

and answers that he was no common goest, he bids him 

'But yon disguise let fall now, and like thyself appear, 
DisgWs'd thrives Gladness never, and I'll have Gladness here.' 

The Stranger obeys, and answers RING'S wassail- oath by 

exclaiming -

'I swear to shelter FRITBIOF, though all the world withstood, 
So help my fav'ring NORNA, and this my Falchion goodl' 

This dauntless chivalry of spirit pleases the old King, and 
he orders his fair young Spouse (who has already recognized 
her Lover) to fill-up the Drinking-Born for the noble Cham

pion. Thereafter, tbe aged Prince kindly presses his visitor to 
remain his Guest till Spring, - and the Songs of the Scalds 

long and late animate the Banquet of the Brave I 
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FRITHIOF CO.METH TO KIYO RING. 
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CANTO XVII. 

J1rtt"tof tOmet" to lUng lUng. 

I. 

King RING, on High-Seat resting, at Yule drank mead so 
bright, 

His Queen was sat beside him, all rosy-red and white; 
Like Spring and Autumn seem'd they, each other near, 

to be, 
The fresh Spring ING'BORG liken'd. -the chilly Autumn he. 

D. 

UJ)known, an ancient Wand'rer now treadeth in the Hall, 
From head to foot all darkly his thick fur-garments fall; 
. A staff he feebly holdeth, and bent they see him go, -
Tha t old man yet was taller than all the rest, I trow. 

m. 
He sat him on the bench there, right down behind the 

door; 
For that the poor man's station is now, and was before; -
The courtiers eye each other ~ and basely him deride, 
And many' a finger pointeth to that grim bear's rough hide. 

IV • 

. Then like two vivid. lightnings the Stranger's eyes fierce 
flash, 

While one hand graspeth quickly a lordling.youth too 
rash; -

11 
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Right warily the courtier he twirleth rouud about, 
Then silent grew the otheJ:8 - .. we ha,l done, no doubt! 

v. 
'What noise is that down yonder Y - Who breaks our 

lingl, peace! -
Come up to me, old fellow! Your words to me address! 
Your name, your will, whence come yeY' - Thus the' 

angry King demands 
Of the' aged man, half-hidden by tit' COPReI' where Jte. 

stands. -

VI. • 
'Right much, 0 King, Thou askest! Yet answer'd shalt 

Thou be; 
My name I give not, that sure can matter none but m~. 
In Penitence I'm foster'd, and \-Vant was all I heir'd, 
The Wolf (rom came I hither, for last his' bed I shu'd. 

vn. 

~In former days I, joyous, the Dragon's back bestrode; 
With wings so strong, he gladly and safe o'er Ocean rode: 
Now lies he lam'd and frozen, full close along the land, 
Myself, too, am grown old and burn salt upon the slrand. 

VYU. 

'I came to sec thy wisdom. through all the Country known, 
And was not made for the' insults thy people here have 

shown; 
By t~ breast a fool I lifted. and round about did swing, 
Yet stood he up uninj ur'd - forgive me that, 0 King!' -

IX. 

'Not m', the Monarch crieth, 'Thou joinest words and wit, 
Ana the' ag'd one ought to honour; come - at my board 

here sit. 
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But yon disguise let fall now, and like thy self appear; 
Disgais'd thrives Gladness never, and I'll have Gladness 

here! ' 

J.. 

From off the Guest's high head, then, the hairy bear-hide 
fell, 

And, 'stead of him so ancient, a stl·ipling all sec well; . 
His lofty temples shading, brigbt ringlets flow'd unbound, 
Like some gold wave encircling his full broad shoulde1'8 

round. 

11. 

And proud he stood before them, in velvet mande blue, 
With hand -broad silver girdle where beastl green woods 

range through; 
With cunning skill had the' Artist emboss'd them out to day, 
And round the Hero's middle each other hunted they. 

xu. 
His Annlet, red gold trinket, to' his arm. right splendid 

clung; 
Like standing heav'n-snatch'd Lightning, his shining War

Sword hung; 
His Hero-glance slow wander'd all calm o'er guest and ha', 
He stood there fair as BALDER, and tall as ASA-THOR. 

XlII. 

The' astonish'd Queen's pale cheeks, how fast-changing 
rose-tints dye! -

So purple Northlights, quiv'ring, on snow-hid meadows lie: 
Like two white water-lilies on storm-wave wild that rest, 
Each moment I'ising, falling. - so Ileaves her trembling 

breast! 
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XIV. 

Then loud blew signal- trumpets: 
all there; 

death - still became 

For now was the' hour of Promise, and FREY'S Boar in 
they bear: 

His grim mouth holds an apple, his shoulders garlands 
. grac·d. 

And down on silver Chargel' four bended knees he plac'd. 

XV. 

And quick King RING he l'iseth, with grey locks thinly 
crown'd, 

Then. first the Boar'~ brow touching, his vow thus speaks 
around; 

'I swear to conquer FRITHlOF, stout champion though he be. 
So help me FREY and ODEN, and THOR more strong than 

He!' 

XVI. 

With mocking laugh, undaunted, the StraJlger-chiefuprose, 
While, flash -like. hero -rage o'er his scornful face quick 

goes; 
His swora upon the table he dash'd with fearful clang, 
And up from the' oaken benches each warrior sudden 

sprang. 

XVD. 

'And hear thou, good Sir Monarch! for I'll too make my 
vow; 

Young FRITHIOF is my kinsman, I've known him up till 
now; -

I swear to shelter FRITlIIOF, though all the world with· 
stood, -

So help my fav'ring NORNA and this my Falchion good!'-
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XVDI. 

With smiles the King him answer'd; 'Full bold thy accents 
fall , 

Yet words were never fetter'd in Northern Kingly Hall ...... 
Queen! :fill for him that Horn there, with wine thou pri

zest best, 
Till Spring returns, the Stranger I hope will be oar guest.' 

XIX.. 

The Horn which stood before her, the Queen then rais'd 
with care, 

From the' Urus' forehead broke, - 'twas a jewel rich and 
rare; 

Its feet were shining silver, with many a ring or gold, 
While wondrous runes adorn'd it, and curious shapes of 

old. 

xx. 
The Goblet to the Hero She reach' d, with downcast eyne, -
But much Her hand it trembled and spill'd the sparkling 

wine; 
As Ev'ning's purple blushes on snowy Lilies stand, 
So bum'd those drops all. darkly on ING'SORG'S fair white 

hand. 

XXI. 

Straight from the noble Ladye glad took the· Guest that 
Horn, 

Not two men could have drain'd h, as men are· now y-born; 
But easily and willing, the gentle Queen to please, 
The mighty Stranger drain it - in but one draught -

She sees. 
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XJW. 

The Scald, too'~ his Harp awak'ning, 88 by RING'S board 
he sate, 

Ii heart-sprung legend chaunted of Northern Lovers' fate;
Of HAGBART and fair SIGNE he sang with voice so deep, 
That steel- clad bosoms melted - each stern eye long'd 

to weep. 

:x.x.m. 
Then harp'd he VALlIALL'S glories, rewards the' Einheriar 

gain'd, 
And eke their Fathers:exploits. by land and sea ~btain'd;
His sword then grasp'd each warrior, enkindled ev'ry look, 
And - ceaseless round the' assembly its course the full 

Hom took! 

XXIV. 

So, - deeply in that King's-House they drank all through 
the night, -

A Yule.carouse each champion enjoy'd with such delight; 
And then to sleep loud haste they, so glad and free from 

care, 
But aged RING he slumber'd - by ING'BORG'S side the fair! 

Digitized by Coogle 



.. 

Digitized by Coogle 



:.: 

C 
.~ 

:.0: 
-' ~ 

~ 
~ 

~ ~ - " z ~ 
- ~ 

~~ , - ~ z 
:::: 

Digitized by Coogle 







0.& .... 0 ltVIII. 

Iht 
$ltblt ~ extursiou . 

• 

Digitized by Coogle 



Argument. 

"The next Canto," says Professor LONGFELLOW," "de
scribes a sleigh-ride on the ice. It has a cold breath about it. 
The short, sharp stanzas are like the angry gusts of a north
wester." 

The venerable RING and his lovely Spouse will sledge 
across the 'clear mirror' of the frozen lake. The Stranger 
warns in vain, - the ice gives way, - and only FRITDlor's 

vigourous activity can save them. - He hastens to the side of 
his Beloved, 

'And then, without effort, pulls up with .one spring~ . 
On the' ice, as before, - Sledge, Charger, and RING!' 
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CANTO xvm. 

L 

King RING to a banquet sets out with his Queen, 
So clear sweeps the mirror-like lake's frozen sheen. 

n. 
'Keep back!' said the Stranger, 'that icy path shun; 
'Twill give way; cold and deep for a bath its waves run" 

lli. 

'Not so soon; answers RING, 'can a King be drown'd; 
Let the coward who fears it the lake go round" -

IV. 

Fierce frowns the tall Champion, dark threats in his eyes, 
And quick on his feet steel scate-shoes He ties. 

v. 
Then away darts the CourSer, away in his might; 
He flame-snorting gallops, - so wild his delight. 

VI. 

'On! speed thee!' cries RL"VG; 'On' my Swift-of-foot good! 
Let us see if thou springest from SLEIPNER'S high blood!' 

VII. 

Like the Storm in its wrath, they dash o'er Lhe lake; 
RING heeds not the cry of His Queen - ,It will break!' -
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VUI. • 
Nor idleth the steel-footed Warrior; - His speed 
Outstrips, when He wills it, yon fast-flying Steed. 

IX. 

And many a rune, too, on the' ice He engraves; 
Fair ING'BORG drives o'er Her own Name on the waves. 

X. 

Thus forward they rush 011 the glassY-lmooth path, 
But beneath them false RANA her ambush hath: 

XI. 

In Her silvery roof a deep fissure she reft. -
And the Royal Sledge lies in the op'ning cleft. 

xu. 
Then pale, pale as death, waxes RING'S lovely bride, 
But - a whirlwind no swifter - the Guest's at Her side! 

xm. 
With iron-heel boring, He the' ice firmly treads; -
So, the Charger's mane grasping, his hands deep embeds; 

XIV. 

And then, without effort, - He pulls, at one spring, 
On the' ice, as before, - Sledge, Charger, and RING. -

XV. 

'Full sooth,' cries RING quickly, 'my praise hast thou won; 
Not better could strong-handed FRlTHIOF have donel' -

XVI. 

SO back they return to the Palace once more; -
The Stranger will there the long winter pass o'er. 
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Argument. 
This Canto is of a "ryghte excellent cunnyng." A chan

ging Bow of soft melancholy or rich wild vigour pervades its 
stanzas, and a wonderful knowledge of the human heart ele
vates its moral lessons, 

The aged BINO and all his Court will to the "merry green 
wood." He is ,followed by the blooming INOBBOR8 and the Stran
ger-favowite. As the chase waxes hot, however, the old King 
and PRITBIOF find themselves in a verd/Plt dale, separated from 
their attendant Train. BINO pretends great sleepiness, and 
shortly after falls into an apparently profound slumber on the 
young Warrior's knee, as 'calm as the infant on its mother's arm.' 

Then rises 'The Temptation' before the troubled Imagination 
of the impetuous Sea-King; 
'Here no human eye can see thee, silent is the dark deep grave.' 

But - though "a single individual seems alone to stand 
between him and supreme felicity: and the age ,is an age of fe
rocity; might and right are well nigh synonymous; the Viking 

. sports with human life as with the billow'; the veri minister of 
religion imbrues his hand in the blood of his fellow-creatwes; a 
death of violence is accounted a blessing, since it opens the 
gates of Valhalla," • - the generous and noble Youth resists 
the black-plumed Fiend, throws 'Lightning's Brother' far into 
the wood, and - the Sleeper wakethl 

An explanation 8ucceeds. RINO reproaches the Viking with 
the secrecy of his visit, but does homage to his yirtue and va
lour, and proposes to him a residence of regard and sonship 
till - the course of Nature shall give him the Throne and 
INOEBORO. This, the wounded spirit of the 'VARO I VEO.' re
fuses, - and the Canto closes with PRITBIOP'S passionate and 
despairing 'HaU' to his 'good Dragon', the 'clang of shields' and 
Deathl 

• S'I'O"G. p. :134. 
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CANTO XiX. 

~tDtOf's tt~tattott. 

I. 

Spring is come; birds sweetly warble, smiles the son, 
the woods are green, 

hd. nnchain'd, the murm'ring streamlets dancing seaward 
down are seen. 

Glowing red as FRE1A'S cheeks, young op'ning rose-buds 
freshly part, 

And to Life's glad joys to hope and courage wakes Man's 
heav'n·touch'd heart. -

n. 
The' aged King to hunt will go; the Queen. too, shall 

attend the sport; 
And in motley groups assembles gay deck'd, thronging, 

all the Court. 
Bows are clau'ring, qoivers . rattle , fiery coursers paw the 

ground, 
And the' impatient hooded falcon screams upon his prey 

to bound. 

m. 
See! there comes the Hunt's prond MistresB. - FRITHIOF! 

ah! nor look nor heed! 
Star·1ike on 'a' spring-cloud resting. so She sits her milk

white steed. 
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Half a FREJA, half a ROTA, both eclips'd if She were 
by, -

From Her rich, light, purple b<JllJlet· plumes blue-tinted 
wave on high. 

IV. 

Look not on those eyes' bright azure! look not on those 
locks of gold! 

Ah! beware that waist - 'tis tap'ring; nor such round 
full breasts behold: 

Gaze not at the rose and lily on Her changing. cheek thllt!, 
meet; 

List not to that voice so dear, like Spring's soft. music 
sighing sweet. 

v. 
Now the long-stretch'd line is ready. Hark away! o'er hill 

and. dale. -
Horns sound shrilly, and straight up to ODEN'S Hall the 

glad hawks sail. 
Quick to- lair and co"ert fly the screaming game from such' 

affray. 
But. with outstretch'd spear. the. fair Valkyria gallops OD 

Her prey:. 

VI. 

Old and feeble, RING can now the lengthen'd chase no 
longer keep; 

FRITHIOF only, dark-brow'd, silent, near him rides as forth 
they sweep; 

Sad·, sere', gloomy thoughts are rising thickly in his troubled 
breast, -

And. go where he will still croak they. muu'ping ceaseless, 
words unhl.st. -
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VIL 

'WhJ. alas! free Ocean left If - to my danger rashly 
blind; -

Grief fares hardly on the hillows, scatter'd by the fresh· 
'ning wind. 

Droops the troubled Viking! - Danger soon to tread the 
war- dancc charms. 

And. away hls 1l1aek theams vanish.. daDled by ahe glance. 
of arms. 

VDI. 

'Hel'e how chang'd all isl Unutterable longings whirl their 
wings 

Flutt'ring round my burning forehead. Trance-lik.e are my 
wanderings; 

BALDBR'S Sanctuary never can forgotten be; - 110r yet 
The' oath She sware. not She, no! no! the cruel Gods 

have broken it. 

IX. 

'Yes! the race of Man they hate; its joys they view with 
wrathful look. 

Fiends! - to plant in Winter's bosom - rose-bud mine 
they grimly took: 

Winter! - He the Rose's guardian; - What! Hi. heart 
to feel its price ¥ 

No! - bud, leaf. and stalk his cold breath slow enfrosts 
with glitt'iing ice" 

x. 
Thus lamented He. And now they came wLere. threat'ning 

rock.s among. 
Birch and elm high o'er a valley dal'kly.cluster'd shadows 

flung. -
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"See this pleasant ds:;U, hs:;w c[jol2' Th"" King, hi" cha§~ge§~ 

leaving, said; 
'Come! rm wearied; here fn slumber; yon green bnk 

shall be my bed.' -

X"I. 

'Rest not here, 0 King! the grormd ts:;o ha§~d amI "~ola 

couch would he; 
Heavy sleep would follow. Rise! regain thy Halls, led 

back by me.' -
'Sls:;ep', sgid RINq:~, 'lik.e the' oths:;r Gods when least 

€[X}>s:;c&:ed c{>ms:;s my gtIs:;st 
Surely will n{>i grudgs:; his Hos:;t uns:; bs:;lmy hos:;r's:; unhokeu 

rest!' -

xn. 
FRITmOT uOVI IBis ric::h~wrs:;ugh&: mande los::c:ittg on the 

gregn 
And upon his knees:; s:;s:;c€sre, head 

r,lonarch staid. 
Heroes so, on war-shield pillow'd - hush'd the battle'JiZ 

wild alarm 
Pes:;,:eful sl€%'mhes:;; so rests the' inCant, cradled on its mo-

theR~'s S:;1'm. 

::tUlle 

Galm He sleeps. - But hark! a bird all coal-black sings 

from yonder hough; -
'Haete thee rnr:mws::; ela1' the dotard! End at once your 

qua:erel elOW. 

Take Ques:;n; Shu's thiue He§~ ss:;crs:;d kiJiZS {bf plighted 
troth ehe ge{be~ 

Here no human eye can see Thee! - dae durk 
deep grave 
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XIV. 

FRITHIOF listens. - Hark! a snow-white bird then sings 
from yonder bough, 

'Though no human eye should see thee, ODEN'S eye would 
see it. - How! -

Wouldst thou, Scoundrel', murder sleepY Shall helpless 
age thy bright sword stain'l 

Know, whate'er thou winnest, Hero- fame at least thou 
wilt not gain!' 

x.v. 
Thus contending sang the Birds. - But FRITHIOF seiz'd 

his Falchion good, 
And with hOiTor threw it from him, far into the gloom

ful wood: 
Down to NASTRAND flies the coal-black tempter; but, light 

wings his stay, 
Like a harp-tone warbl~ng. hieth the' other sunward quick 

away. 
XVI. 

~traight awakes,. then, the' aged Sleeper. - 'Sweet in
deed my rest hath been; 

Well they slumber in the shade whom Warrior guards with 
war-blade keen! 

But - where ;8 thy war-blade, Stranger! Lightning's bro
ther's left thy side; 

Who has parted friends that never from each other should 
divide'l' -

XVII. 

'Little boots it'! answer'd FRITHIOF; 'ne'er the North I 
brand-less knew; 

Sharp, 0 King, the Sword's tongue is. Yes! words of 
peace it speaks but few. 

12 
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Imps of darkness haunt the steel, - Hell- Spirits sprnng 
from Nifl"elhem, 

Sleep itself they spare not, - and e'en silver locks bnt 
anger them!' -

1VDI • 

• y o lith ! I slept not! Only would I thus thy hero - soul first 
try;-

Fools may the' nntried man or sword all fondly trnst; 
so will not I! 

Thou art FRITHIOF! I have known Thee since Thou fint 
my Halls elidat find; 

RlNG, though old, haa long perceiv'd hi. clever gneat'. 
most secret mind. 

111, 

'Wherefore to my Palace creplst Thou! nameless and in 
close disguise' 

Wherefore; - but to make an aged Chieftain's Bride thy 
stolen prize! 

Never, FRlTHIOF, 'mid gll\d guests her station Honour 
nameless took; 

Sun-bright is Her shield; Her open face would spurn dis
sembled look: 

XL 

'Fame a FRITHIOF'S exploits rumour'd, terror both to Gods 
and Men; 

Desp'rate, careless which, that Viking shields would cleave 
or Temples breD! 

Soon, methought, this Chief will march with upbome 
shield against my Land; 

Soon He came, - but hid in tatters, and a Beggar's staff 
in hand! -
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.XXI. 
'Why those down-east glances' I, too, have been young; 

I've felt t.hat. truth -
Life is but a life -long COntest, and its Berserk's- Course 

is Youth: 
Youth, 'mid shields round -pressing fierce, shall strive till 

passion's rage expire; 
I have prov'd and pardon'd, - I have pitied and forgot 

mine ire. 
1XlI. 

'Listen! - Old I wn, and, feeble, 800B shall in my 
Cairn recline; 

Then my Kingdom take, young Warrior; take my Queen 
too, She i. thine! 

Be, till \hen, my SOD; and .h.re my HIlll·, free welcome 
a8 befen! 

Swordless Champion shall pPOtect me; so our ancient feud 
is o'er'.

um. 
'Thief like', anlwer'd FlUTBIOF sriml't 'call1e I Dot with. 

in thy Hall; 
Had I wish'd to seize thy Queen, say - who could stand 

me, who appal' 
Ah! I fain would see my Bride! - once more, but oncel 

Her charm. would view; 
And, weak madman like, rny love's half-dumb'ring flame 

I wak'd aDew! 
XXIV. 

'RING, I go I - Its guest thy Court too long already shel
ter'd hath; 

God. implacable UpOD my head devote pour all their wrath. 
BALDER with the bright-hued tresses, He whose love each 

mortal shares, 
Me alone fierce hates, of all mankind rejects alone my pray'rs I 
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XXV. 

"Yes! His Fime I laid in ashes! - VARG I VEUMam I hight'! 
Sounds my name - loud shrieks the child. and festive 

boards Joy flies affright. 
Yes! Her long-lost Son my Country has rejected and opprest; 
Outlaw'd in my Home-Land am I; outlaw'd. peaceless, in 

my breast! 
XXVI. 

'On the fresh green Earth no longer. peace vain-seeking. 
will I live; 

'Neath my foot the ground burns hotly. and the tree no 
shade will give. 

INGEBORG, my own - I've lost! His spoil the white-hair'd 
King retains; 

Set, extinguish'd, is my Life's bright Sun - and round 
me darkness reigns. 

XXVB. 

'Hence. then, to my Ocean will I: -, Out my Dragon
ship! - Hurrah! 

Glad one! Bathe again thy pitch-black bosom in salt waves afar; 
Flap thy wings in storm- clouds bravely! Hissing cut the 

high-dash'd foam; 
Fly where'el· a Guide-Star kindles. far as conquer'd billows 

roam! 
xxvm. 

'Rattling tempests horrid rolling - deep-voic'd thunders-.... 
will I hear; 

FRITHIOF'S soul is then most calm when most the crashing 
din is near. 

Hark! old Chief, - shields clang - darts hiss. - out 
on mid Ocean roars the Fray: -

Joyful shall I fall - to hear the Gods, appeas'd. my par
don say!' --
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CAN;ji;O XoiIIo.. 

-



Argument. 

rr ender, solemn, decisive, is this beautiful Canto. The 

music of CRU8ELL is its best and shortest incarnation. It is, 
however, as to the metre vw!j diflicult to translate; and our 
Version is, in this instance, more than usually (we hope) 
inferior to the Original. 

Covered with years and glory, and feeling that the hand 
of Death is on him, RING reproveth FRITBIOF for his 'girl-like 

plainingB' and intended departure, aud -, shrinking from the 
'atraw-death' so 1IJIWeicome to the old Sc:aadinavian Hero, - he 

'runes ca"es to ODEN' 

on breast and on arm. 

Then, pledging in one long last draught his Home-Land 
the North, - he pressed the hand or FRITBIOF and or Il"GE

BORG, and his soul 

'Flew back, with a sigh, up to' ALLFATBER againl' 
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CANTO xx. 

-
I. 

SKlNfUB, atreaming 
ManQ-gold-fire, raises 

Spring's Sun from Ocean, more fair than before: 
Mom's Ray, bright beaming. 

Twice lovely blazes, 
And plays in the Hall. - Hark! who taps on the door'l-

u. 

Buried in sorrow. 
F1UTHIOF ad vanceth ; 

Pale sits the King: fair INGEBORG'S breast 
Heaves like the billow. -

Faint-trembling, chanteth 
The Stranger 'Farewell' to the Halls of his rest: 

w. 

'My' wing'd Steed out yonder 
Waves bathe so gay, now; 

My' Sea- Horse is longing to dash fl'om the Strand: 
Far must he wander. -

Th' Guest must away, now, 
Away from the friend that he loves and his Land. 
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IV. 

'ING'BORG! the' unbroken 
Ring I restore Thee; 

Mem'ries all sacred within it remain: 
Give not the token! 

Pardons I o'er Thee 
Speak, - for on Earth Thou ne'er seestme again! 

·V. 

'Never again the 
Fire's light curl'd daughters 

See I from th' North rise. - Man is a slave; -
Nornor they reign! - the 

Wild waste of waters, 
There is my Fatherland, there is my Grave! 

VI. 

'Nor on the strand go. 
RING, with Thy consort; -

Least, when pale stars gleam bright o'er the bay; 
For 'mid the sand, 0 

Chief! may be up-toss'd 
The' Outlaw'd young Viking's bones, bleach'd in the sp~ay!'-

vu. 

Saith RING; - 'How it wearies, 
List'ning to live-long 

Plainings from Men, as from Girls when they C1"Y! 
Loud in mine ear is 

Long since my death - song 
Echoing: - what then? - Who are born - they must die! 
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VIIL 

'Strengths none deliver, 
Teees ne'ee atone, ne 

Strugglings avail, from the NORNOR'S decree. 
R,NG the 

ING'GORze,'e thy own; so 
My Son's finn defence in my realm shalt Thou be' 

IX. 

oft spnken 
" 

Seated in Halls here; 
Wdl have lov'zl goldn!! PeRiZ~Z; all Z!!~ !unt:L 

Yet have I broken 
Shidds the PRilley, 

Shields on the sea - nor grew pale at the Sound. 

no!'! Gezrrodd 
. Quick will I carve me, 

North~K.ingr it fitr not die th,zie bed 
Little tbis final 

EXGloit will cost me ~ 
~ " 

ease than 

To' ODEN then truefast 
CrrGes fair dunict: 

Death-runes cut deep on his ann and His breast; 
hparklitzg the eontn!tR~! 

See! how those streams mix, 
SileeR' hairR purpling bosom at 

18g 
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XII. 

Wine bring so mellow! 
R±bl to 

Hail to thy glory Thou North blooming bright! 
d4:±4:±p ydlow 

Minds thinking clearly, 
4:±4:±hie4:±4:±mek±"i"i ofPeac4:±, - were f£n 4:±frtb d4:±light~ 

s4:±ught ,.~~"±tl .. ±m 

Peace where, 'mid slaughter, 
d~ild lihie~t4:±ins liweh - liut "ihe'd hOWf± ~ar 

Now stands the bloodless 
Tumb'"i dauybte4:± 

Fav'rite of Heav'n and awaits me to day! 

XIV • 

. 'Gods all, I hail ye! 
Suns o~ VALf±Ji..LW± 

Earth disappears; to the' ASAR'S high feast 
±±JALLUf±-HOltN bihs 

Blessedness, . like a 

u£±e Y±±nd w.hen dasp'd He 
ING'BORG, His Dear One; 

dhe' uhler HiA anfi the Hff 
So, closing gently 

Hif Ey±±t to dAar 
Si~hiny± the King's Soul to' ALLFATHER ascends! 

• 





.Argument. 

How massive, bow subUme, is tbis Song! Glorious the 
Genius that could imagine its inspiring loftiness! 

RING is immured in his Cairn. - Bat see I ValbaU opens; 
crowding Gods welcome tbe wise Chief, the peaceful warrior, 
to their Paradi!:le, - and BRAGE chaunts to his sounding harp 
the praises of virtue uplifted to Heaven I 

The peculiar alliterative· construction of this. canto, whose 
distinguisbing features we have endeavoured to preserve, may 
be regarded as a fair specimen of the old Nortbern poetry in 
general, and of that of the Icelandic Sagas etc. in particular. 
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CANTO XXI. 

Btng's .trgt. 

I. 

Th' Hero-sprung· Sov'reign 
Sits in His Barrow, 
Battle-blade by Him, 
Buckler on arm: -
Chafing, his Courser 
Close to His side neighs, 
Pawing with gold-hoof 
The' Earth-girded grave. 

n, 

Royally RING now 
Rides over BIFROST, 

Rocks with the burden 
The' arch-bended bridge. 
Wide-ope spring VALHALL'S 

Vast-vaulted portals, 
The' ASAR His hands glad 
Hurry to grasp. 

Digitized by Coogle 



190 

m. 
Far on a foray 
Fights puissant THOR, but 
Welcomes with wine-cup 
ALLFATHER'S wink. 
FREY round the Chief'tain's 
Crown plaiteth corn-ears. 
FRIGGA binds bright-hued 
Blue-flow'rs among. 

IV. 

White-bearded Bard. ag'd 
BRA~E, his gold-harp 
Sweeps - and yet softer 
Stealeth the lay: 
Lull'd by the lyre-tones 
V ANADIS listens, 
Bent o'er the board her 
Bosom of snow: -

v. 
'Swords 'mid cleft helmets 
Savagely sing. and 
Fierce-boiling billows 
Blood-red still raft. 
Arm-strength, which good Gods 
Give to the warrior. 
Brutal as Berserk 
Bites on the shield. 

VI. 

'Hail! then to V ALBALL 

Heav'n-honour'd Prince, whose 
Shield His sav'd Country 
Sheitel"d with - peace! 
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Type of tried strength soft 
Temper'd by love, like 
Incense rich-ri.siDg. 
Reach'dst thou the sky! 

VII. 

'Words wise and chosen 
VALFATlmR whispers, 
Seated by SAGA, 

Soquabick's Maid; -
So clang the Chieftain's 
Silver-clear tones, like 
MIMER'S fount, flowing 
Freshly and deep. 

VID. 

'Furious feudmen 
FORSET' appeases, 
Doomer where URDA'S 

Welling waves flow; -
So on the doom-stone, 
Dreadful but dear. wise 
RING hasten'd Heroes' 
Hands to disarm. 

IX. 

'Generous gifts, too, 
Gave He, - rich-scau'ring 
Round Him Dwarf-Day-shine, 
Dragon-bed bright; 
Glad from His princely 
Palm went the present; 
Light from His lips flew 
Love, Pity, Hope! 

191 
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x, 

'VVelcome, then, 'Vise One! 
VALlIALL's-Heir y 

Long shall the North-Land 
Laud thy lov'd .name. 
HL AGE thy:; mAyyd-hfbrn 

Holding, hails courteous, -
RING, NORNORYS Peace-Pledge, 
PAlLce .tbA NUAih!* -
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CANTO XXII. 

;:ftt {!l~ection to th~e 
ltiugbOtn 

3 



Rll'w's vacant throne must be filled. The free yeomen of 
the land assemble to elect a succC8sor. 

Willlngly will they persuade the daring and renowned 
FRITBIOF to marry the widowed Queen, and assume the dia
dem. But that Chief, impelled by a spirit of chivalrous deli
cacy. and bome down by oppressive and consuming remorse 
- 'will choose his bride himself,' and. unreconcUed to the of
fended BALDER. dare not claim mOEBoRo'S hand. 

Having. therefore, procured the eleetion of RING'S yOUng 
Son • to the throne, which he promises to protect, the peace
seeking Viking kisses the Child's fair brow. and disappeara 
slowly over the heath. 

• "Of sucb recorded deviation. from tbe rule of reBular ioberi
tlnce. our Poel bas taken adunlaBe to uhibit bi. Bero superior 
to tbe temptation. of ambition, al already be bad proved bimllif 
elevated above the meaoer seductioos of yengeance and desire:' 
StroR8'. hilMor, p. 2720 
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IrfJe @Ieaion to tfJe IUngbont. 

I. 

TOTING! Away! O'er dale and hill 

The srF4"4"ds ; 

King RING is dead; - His throne to fill -
A Di4"t; needt;~ 

II. 

hi25 SWfDrd Y4"4"man 

Its steel is hlue; -

ADDd it25 4"dge his tri4"f 

hh4"25 rigdt true. 

IlL 

Un shine so steel-blue joyful gaze 

His laurhind hoys; 
hl25!Dle's hig r4"r Oil4" to f~DHt;e, 

It two employs. 

IV~ 

From sliot and stain his daughter frees 
Uhe ji~Fith CDDDD4"; 

But how she hlushes, when she sees 

Her dD4"re! 
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v~ 

His Shield's round fence, a Sun in blood, 
Last guards his mail. -

Freeman! Vi"errior 900d 
Hail yeoman, hail! 

VI. 

Thy Country's honf?Rtr, glsyry, 
Thfe gooe eeese 

In battle still thy brave Land's wall, 
Its voice in peace! 

TIms gethee the9, with of ehielsls 
And arms' hoarse sound, 

In open T?OG, 1nr 
Sol?? Nu?f thum 

VIll. 

But, standing on the TING-Stone there, 
Seo FRrnwm hold 

(A chih9 af yet) th?? Kin9'S 90ung heie 
With locks of gold. -

IX. 

'T??o yf?Ung's thetP?~inCf,' lord mrrmur 
Thf' aeffmhled throug; 

'Nor Judge he'll be among his men, 
Nm' W :>troF4g.' 

BF4t FuITHmF Hif shidd lifts high 
The Son of RING; -

'Torthmen not yet YOUf LeF4d's 
See he???? yn?lr Ting' 



. XI. 

'See here old ODBN'S awful Race 
In image bright; 

The shield he treads with youthful grace; -
So fish swims light . 

. xu. 

'I swear his Kingdom to protect 
With sword and spear; 

Till, with his father's Gold-wreath deck'd. 
I crown him here! 

XDI. 

'FORSBTH, BALDER'S high-born Son. 
Hath heard mine oath; 

Strike dead, FORSBT', if ere rm won 
To break my troth!' -

XlV. 

But thron'd King like, the lad sat proud 
On shield-floor high; 

So the' Eaglet glad. from rock-hung cloud. 
The Sun will eye! 

:xv. 

At length this place his young blood found 
Too dull to keep; 

And, with one spring, he gains the ground -
A royal leap! 

:XVI~ 

Then rose loud shouts from all the TING, -

'We. Northmen free, 
Elect thee! - Shield-borne Y oulh! like RING. 

Thy father. be! 
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XYIL 

• 'Neath FRITHIOF'S guardian counsels live, 
realm his care: -

i>RITHZOF, as thy bride we giv,c: 
His Mother fair!' -

XVlll. 

, - tbe feowning Chief replied, -
Kieg 

Not marry; - when I take mf Bride, 
None for me wooes. 

XIX, 

'CO eace~d bieove I 
My NORNOR dread 

swore shouM there he met, - and know 
xait my tre>±tl, 

xx, 

'Yes, all my fortunes, aU my Jove 
I them 

shl'eatrliog '.freee bennatb ahr:>ve 
Those Shield-maids dwell. 

XXI. 

e:&£AU%ER.'5, thl' light-hair'd pale Goa's, wrath 
ml' biRr:>nSj 

None else my heart's young Spouse ta'en hath, 
C one else retuI'ns 

5RJlH, 

brow kitsioh R55RG's fair Chilil 
Salutes He low; 

'rher:> , sill'nt, c:e'er the heath-plain wild 
slr:>w. 



C.I. • .,O :E:EIII. 

,fritltiDf 
, 

on bis 

• 
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Argument. 

Events hasten to their completion. Tbis Canto. wbicb 
abounds in the tenderest and most affecting interest. leads to 
tbe "final end." 

Tbe wearied. heart-broken. humbled young Sea-King revisits 
his Home-fields and tbe Cairn of his Father. His thougbts 

there how agonizing, his repentance how moving, his prayer bow 
deep I 

And BALDER hears! 
Tbe Celestial Temple tbat rises before him in gorgeous 

beauty, intimates at once the answer and its condition. 
To see is to feel, to feel - to resolve. 

'Here on my shield I'll sleep - and dreaming wonder 

How Man's appeas'd, and Gods forget their thunder!' 

• 
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PRITHIOF ON HIS FATHER'.~ BARRO\V . 
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CANTO XXIII. 

j1rit"tof on "is j1at"er's JaanolU. 

I. 

'How lovely smiles the Sun, how friendly dances 
From branch to branch Her mildly-soften'd beam; 

In Ev'ning's dews ALLFATHER'S look bl'ight glances, 
As in His Ocean-deeps, with pure clear gleam! 

How red the dye that o'er yon hill advances. 
On BALDER'S Altar-stone all blood its stream! 

Soon sleeps the buried land on Night's black pillow. 
Soon She, yon golden shield - sinks 'neath the billow. 

ll. 

IBut first, on those dear spots I'll gaze and ponder. 
My childhood's friends, where charm'd so oft I've stood.

The self-same flow'rs still scent the Eve, and yonder 
The self-same birds' soft music fills the wood; 

And round that rock the tumbling waves still wander, -
o happy he. who ne'er has plough'd their flood! 

To Fame and Name and Exploits false waves wake thee, 
But far, ah! far from Homeland's vales they take thee! 

m. 

'Stream! well I know thee; oft, my heart by sadness 
Unblighted yet, I brav'd thy waters clear. 

Dale! well I know thee; thel'e ,ve swore, weak madness! 
An endless faith - such faith we find not here. 
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• Ye Birches, too! whose bark in Love's young gladness 
I carv'd with many' a rune, unchang'd appear 

With silv'ry stems, and leaf-crowns graceful bended: 
All tall's' the same t 'tis my fond Dream that's ended! 

IV. 

'Is all the same? - Ah! here no FramTliU towers, 
No BALDER'S Temple gems the sacred strand. 

Yes! fair they were, my childhood's vales and bowers, 
Now waste and spoil'd by sword and flaming brand; 

Man's vengeance, and the wrath of VALHALL'S Powers 
Dark warnings speak from this black fire-brent land, -

Hence, Pilgrim! here no pioua step abideth, 
For BALDER'S Grove wild forest-creatures hideth! 

V. 

'Through all our life a Tempter prowls malignant, 
The cruel NIDHtiGG from the world below. 

He hates that Au-Light, whose rays benignant 
On th' Hero's brow and glitt'ring sword bright glow. 

Each scoundrel-deed which Passion's rage inpignant 
Prompts, He commits, curs'd tax to realms of woe; 

And when successful, when the Temple blazes, -
His coal-black hands the Fiend loud-clapping raises! 

VI. 

<Far-shining VALH.ALL! - Is no' Atonement granted? 
Mild blue - ey'd BALDER! wilt Thou take no fine? 

Blood - fines take we, when kinsmen fall; the' undaunted 
High Gods themselves are sooth'd when altars shine. 

o Thou, of all the Gods for Love most vaunted, 
Some off'ring ask, - whate'er Thou wilt is thine. 

Could FRITHIOF dream the flames would upward muster?
Give back, then, Hero-God! my Shield's stain'd lustre. 
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vn. 
'Remove Thy burden; 'tis too heavy for me! 

Extinguish in my soul these spectres drear. 
Repentance sues. The crime one moment saw me 

Dare, let a glorious life atone. Though here 
The Lightner stood, I swear he would not awe me! 

The pale-blue BEL herself I would not fear; -
. At Thee. whose looks the Moon's white beams resemble, 
And Thy revenge, 0 gentle God, I tremble! -

vm. 
'Here stands my Father's Cairn. - Sleeps He hereunder?

Ah! Thither rode He whence returneth none! 
Yon starry tent His home, the shields' loud thunder 

Now hears He glad, or mead-draughts has begun. -
From Heav'n's fields look, thou ASA-Guest! nor wonder

Thy SON invokes Thee, THORSTEN VIKINGSSON! 
Nor runes I have, nor spells, nor wizard-token, -
But say, how ASA-BALDER'S rage is broken! - - - -

IX. 

'Has, then. the Grave no tongue? - From out his barrow 
Spake strong-arm'd ANGANTYR for sword of steel; 

But what was TIllFING'S price, though like swift arrow 
It struck, to what I ask ¥ - No sword reveal, 

An Isle-fight such will give, - but wounds that harrow 
The soul, 0 teach me, AlGAR» - Chief, to heal! 

My' uncertain gaze direct; 0 lead my guesses; -
Sore, BALDER'S wrath a noble mind distresses! 

x. 
'Thou speak'st not, Father!-Hark! in tones soft-blended 

The Billow murmurs; let its words be thine! 
The St01'1I1 - wind rises; on His wings suspended, 

o whisper ere He go, some hint divine! 
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Like golden rings the sun-set Clouds are bended; -
Let one of them Thy thought's bright Herald shine! 

No word! - no Sign! -Thy Son's distresses heed'st Thou 
Dear FatherY - Ah! poor Death! what pity need'st Thou Y' •.• 

XI. 

The Sun is quench'd; and Ev'ning's breeze is trolling 
To the' Earth's tir'd race its cloud-sprung lullaby; 

And Ev'ning's blush drives up, Her chariot rolling 
With rose-red wheels along the dark-ning sky; 

Like some fair VALHALL- vision, men consoling, 
She flies blue-tinted hilJs and vallies by. -

Then sudden, o'er the Western waters pendent, 
An Image comes, with gold and flames resplendent. 

xu. 
An air-horn Phantom call we such heav'n-wonder, 

(In VALHALL sounds its name mOl'e fair I ween;) 
O'er BALDER'S groves it hovers, night's clouds under. 

Like gold - crown resting on a bed of green. 
Above, below, - its rich hues VALHALL'S plunder -

It glows with pomp ne'er 'fore by mortal seen. 
At last, to' a Temple settling, firm 'tis grounded, -
Where BALDER'S stood. a~other Temple's founded! 

XIll. 

Of BREIDABLICK an Image. o'er the rifted 
And cavern'd cliff. high walls like silver shone: 

The steel-cut pillars deep -blue tints quick shifted, 
One splendid jewel was its Altar-stone: 

Light hung the Dome, as though by sprites uplifted, 
And clear and pure as Winter's starry zone; 

And high therein, rich sky-blue dresses wearing, 
Sat V ALHALL'S Deities, bright gold - crowns bearing. 
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XIV. 

And see' tbe NORNOR in tbe Porch assembled. 
On rune - carv'd shields supported gallantly; 

Three rose-buds in one Urn the group resembled. 
All solemn sweetness. charming dignity. 

And URDA, silent, points wbere th' ruins trembled. 
But SKULDA shews the new Fane's Majesty. -

205 

And scarce had FRITHIOF. glad and wond'ring. banish'd 
His troublous dread - when straight the Pageant vanish'd' 

xv. 
'Enough. ye Maidens, Time's pure spring attending' 

Thy Sign it was, 0 Hero-Father good' 
The ruin'd Temple shall again, o'erbending 

The steep as erst, stand beauteous where it stood. 
How sweet - with peaceful exploits thus contending -

To' atone the' impetuous rage of youth's hot blood' -
Once more the fierce-rejected hopeful liveth; 
Appeas'd and mild - the WHITE GOD now forgiveth' 

1VI. 

'Hail' Welcome' Stars, up yonder wand'ring nightly; 
Your silent courses glad I see once more. 

Hail' Northern-Lights, up yonder flaming brightly; 
Red Temple-fires ye were for me before. 

Green flourish, Cairn' - And, from tbe wave trill'd lightly 
Again, thou wondrous Song, soft music pour' -

Here on my shield I'n sleep, and dreaming wonder 
How Man's appeas'd, and Gods forget their thunder" -

• 
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CAKTO XXIV. 

«ht .ttoudliatiou. 
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Argument. 
With a deeply-aft'ected heart, we trace our last outline of the 

concluding Scene of this noble Poem. May the peace and blessing 
of 'the second BALDER' ever abide with its illustrious Author! 

As if by magic, the New Temple rises, still more magni. 
ficent, where the former stood. FRITHIOF'S work it is. Yes! It 

is Passion's Atonement, the Sacrifice of Self, the Token of a 
holier and a purer life. And 'the White God' - sheweth mercy. 

'Great BALDER'S Priest Supreme' 
approaches the steel-clad worshiper, tenderly instructs his ignor
ance, telleth of HELGE'S fate, persuades to Reconcilement with 
the cowering HALFDAN, and thereaRer unlooses and reverses 
the awful sentence of the 'v ARG I VEVM'I who again stands boldly 
forth, excommunicate no more, - reconciled to God and to his foe I 

And INGEBORG - ah! 
·'Then to her heart's first best Belov'd, Her childhood's friend, 

She gives her lily hand 

In nuptial band, 
As before paf(l'ning BALDER'S altar both low bend!' 

We have not preserved the original metre • of this last 
Canto. It was too near prose, to be safe in :oflr hands. TEGNta 

writes it, and it has a majestic march suitable to the didactic 
nature of the subject. But in our version, we fear, would only 
have been found the e\'en monotony of a peculiar blank -verse 
style, without the sweetness and brilliancy with which TEGNEa 

has adorned it. We have therefore broken up the Canto into 
a series of stanzas of various and irregular metres, according 
to the spirit of every paragraph. Happy shall we be, if we have 
thereby laid an embargo upon those "arms of MORPHEUS", with 
which he is so inclinml to embrace the unfortunate readers of 
unfortunate verse! 

.) The Iambic Trimeter (unused in English), except in the IlIrd, 
"tb, and parts or tile VIIth, XXllnd and XXIVtb Stanzas, as 
specimens. 

• 
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CANTO XXIV. 

'ltfJe .tconciliation. 

1. 

Finish'd great BALDER'S Temple stood! 
Round it no palisade of wood 

Ran now as erst: 
A railing stronger, fairer. than the first 
And all of hammer'd iron - each bar 

Gold-tipp'd and regular -
Walls BALDER'S sacred House. Like some long line 

Of steel-clad champions, whose bright war-spears sbine 
And golden helms afar - so stood 

This glitt'ring guard within the holy wood! 

u. 
Of granite blocks enormous, join'd with curious care 
And daring art, the massy pile was built; and there 

(A giant-work intended 
To last till Time was ended ,) 

It rose like UPSAL'S Temple, where the North 
Saw VALHALL'S Halls fair imag'd here on Earth. 

Ill. 

Proud stood it the I'e on mountaiu-steep, its lofty brow 
Reflected calmly on the sea's bright-flowing wave. 
But round about, some girdle like of beauteous flow'rs, 
Went BALDER'S Dale, with all its Groves' soft-murmul"d sighs, 
And all its birds' sweet-twitter'd songs, - the Home of Peace. 

14 
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IV. 

High nn{as bronze~nn"st an,) two l~OW" 
Of circling columns on their shoulders strong 

DOllie's roullil an,) fail oS Shf>WS 
A gold-shield bright 

vaulted light, -
the Fane Dom" it }nf>ng. 

v. 

Farthest within, the God's High-Altar rested, 
uown one lole hloc,) 

From Northern marble rock; 
!~oun,) ther"on it" SCroU tUo Serhent 

With solemn rune 
Eadn thk') st"ewn, 

Whn1111e woeds fn~om HuVAMAL VAT.A taken 
Deep thoughts in ev'ry human bosom waken, -

"\Vhil" in OJgll aUHve 
A niche was seen with stars of gold 

On ~blu" gronrd; ggd 
All mild and gentle as the silver Moon 

,)iuing Hege~n's Ulue "UomE, 

'hhe Imahe stands uf BALDER God of Love! 

So seem',) the ,)anctuary. 

Tn"Fve 

VI. 

U'orth in pa;!~" now tre"d 
reste of siloer thread 

Adorn each slender form, and roses red 
O'rr Urggnes 

And spread 
C,'eg gV'ry innue"nt C"arb freh{an11 lair ,,~""' ... -"'~~.&. 

Before the White God's Image and around 
The late-bless~nl Altgr, ,-light dney 
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As Spnng -winds leap where rippling fount -waves sound. 
As Woodland-Elves that skip along the ground. 

Skimming the high-grown grass 
Which Morning's dew 

Still hangs 1Vith sparkling gems of e-t'ry hue; -
Ah! how those jewels tremble as the Fairies pass! 

VII. 

And, while the Dance went round, a holy Song they sung 
Of BALDER - that mild God - and how he was belov'd 
By ev'ry creature. till he fell by H(jDBR'S dart, 
And Earth and Ocean wide and Heav'n itself - sore wept! 

How pure. how tender that Song it pealeth I 
Sure never sprang 
Such tuneful clang 

From mortal breast/No - Heav'n revealeth 
Some tone from BRJUDABLICK, from out the God's own Hall, 
All soft as lonely Maiden's thoughts on him she loves, 
What time the Quail calls deeply 'mid the peace of night; 
The North's tall birches bath'd i th' Moon's pale-quiv'ring 

sheen. 

vm. 

And FRITmOF, leaning on His Sword, whose glance 
Shines far around, stood lost as in a trance, 

And charm'd and silent gaz'd upon the dance! -
Thereat His Childhood's mem'ries how they throng 

Before his raptur'd eye! - A jocund train. and long, 
And innocent and glad and true, 
With eyes like Hen'n's own blue. 

And heads rich-circled by bright-golden tresses. -
His former youth-friend, each with some sweet sign addresses, 

. Then all his Viking-life J 
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With scenes of murd'rous strife 

And bold adventures rife, 
Like some dark bloody sbadow sinketh 

Fast down to Night; - Ah! glad he drinketh 
Forgetfulness' sweet cup, and thinketh, 

'Repose, at last, those Sea-King exploits have, -
I stand a flow'r-crown'd Banta-Stone upon their Grave!' 

IX. 

High and still higher mounts the sweet-ton'd lay, 
And upward as its warbled harm'nies· roll -

The Hero's soul 
Wings glad its flight 

To VALASKJALF the bright, 
From Earth's low vallies far, far, far away! 

As, from the Mountain's breast, 
In ice-mail drest, 

Its winter-cuirass melts and falls 
.When back again 
To Gods and Men 

Spring's SUD life's joys recalls; -
So human vengeance vanishes, 
So human hate He banishes; 

And, as he stands in silent ext!!sy, 
His Hero -bosom swells with Peace's sun-lit seal -

x. 
Yes! 'twas 85 if he felt the heart of Nature beat 

Responsive to his own; as if, deep-mov'd. he'd press 
In brotherly embrace Heimskringla's Orb. and Peace 
Straight make with all Creation - while the God looks on! -
Then up the Temple trode great BALDER'S Priest supreme, 
Not young and fair, the White God like. but tall of mien 
With heav'nly mildness on his noble features stamp'd, 
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And grac'd with silver beard that down to' his gil'dle flow'd.
Unwonted rev'rence FRITHIOF'S haughty soul now felt, 
And the' eagle-pinions on his Helm he bended deep 
As the' age-crown'd Seer advanc'd; - who words of peace 

thus spoke. 

11. 

'Son FRITHIOF, welcome! Yes. I've long expected 
That Thou shouldst come, - for Force, tis true, still 

wanders 
Round land and sea afar, wild Berserk like 
That pale with rage the shield's hard border biteth; 
But yet, at last, it home returns again 
Outwearied and all calm. - The strong-arm'd THOR 

Full oft 'gainst giant lotunheim did wend -
But spite his Belt celestial, spite his Gauntlets, 
Utgarda-LoKE still his throne retains; -
Evil, itself a force, to force yields never! 

XII. 

'Goodness, not join'd with Strength, must child's-play be;
On AGIR'S bosom so, the Sun shines prettily: 
But fickle as the flood the graspless splendour see! 
As sink or rise the billows - thus, all changeably, 
The fairy brightness flitteth. moving endlessly. -

And Force, from Goodness sever'd, surely dies; 
Self-eating, self-consum'd, as sword that lies 

In some damp Cairn - black rust corrodes the prize: 
Yes! Life's debauch fierce Strength's mad riot is! 

But ah! Oblivion's Heron flutters still 
O'er goblet-brim tbat traitorous sweet draughts fill. 

And deep's the waken'd Drunkard's shame fol' deeds of ill! 
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XUI. 

'From the' Earth all Strength proceeds, from YJIBR'S 

body; 
The wild tumultuous waters are its veins, 
Its ev'I"Y sinew is of smithied brass; 
But still 'tis empty all, and bare, and barren -

Till Heav'n's bright Goodness rise, 
Till fl'uitrul sun-beams stream from laughing skies. 

Then blooms the grass, then purple flow'rs their broid'ry 
weave, 

Then rounds tt.e golden fruit, fresh crowns the forest leave, 
And Men and anima1s from Mother-Earth new life receive. 

XIV. 

'Thus 'tis with ASKER'S children. - In the scale 
Of ev'ry human life ALLFATHER placeth 
Two weights, each other ba1ancing - when right 
The beam is pois'd; and Earthly Strenglh we call 
The one, whiJe the' other hight is Heav'nly Goodness. -
Strong is great THOR, no doubt, when Megingjard 
He braces tightly o'er his rock-firm loins, 
And strikes his best; - and ODEN too, I trow, 
Is wise enough, by URDA'S silver wave 
Sitting and gazing downwards, while his Eagles, 
Swift messengers! come flying from afar 
And tell to the' AlAR'S Sire this round world's tidings j -

But, Son! They both grew pale, the vivid brightness 
Of both Their crowns half-faded, - when White BALDER. 

The gentle Deity, the banding Gem 
In V.llHALL'S wreath divine, - all sudden fell! -
Then on Time's wide-stretch'd Tree its leaf-crown's glory 
Fast wither'd, while grim NJDHOGG bit. triumphant, 
hs deep-torn roots! - Then old ~ighl's prison'd forces 
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Broke loose at once, while Midgdrtl. Serpent daah'd 
With venom'd tail the far-empoiaon'd akies, 
And FBNRIS howl'd and roar'd, and SVRTVR'S fire-blade 
From Muspelheim blaz'd bright. - Wherever, since, 
Thy vision gazes - still through all Creation 
The rocking battle goes! - The gold-comb'd Cock 
The Gods in VALHALL loudly crow'd to arms; 
The blood-red Cock as shrilly summons all 
On Earth and down beneath it. -

ltv. 

'Ah! Peace till then 
Sat thron'd in VALH.'LL,-sat enthron'd 'mong Men-; 

In human bosom, and in each God's breast 
Breath'd heav'n'Iy rest! 

XVI. 

'But here what happens, hath already happen'd 
On a still grander scale above us. - Man's 
But VALHALL imag'd faintly, - Heav'n's soft light 
Reflected dim in SAGA'S rune-grav'd shield. 

xvn. 

'Each heart its BALDER hath. - Hast Thou forgot. my Son! 
Those days, ere Life's dark struggles had begun, 

When all existence was so glad, so fresh, so one 
As is the woodland Songster's dream 

When Summer-Eve's warm breezes gently stream 
Lulling each drowsy flow'ret's head, 

Rocking that Songster's own soft leaf-green bed Y -
Ah! then, thou .,sA-born, thou moving Image fair 
Of glorious VALIIALL! - still in thy spirit pUl'e 

Did BALDER'S life enclure! 
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To th' Child the God lives ever, and whene'er 
A new-born Infant sees the day -

HELA, that Goddess grim, restores her prey. 

:x.vw. 
'But in each human soul we nod 

That Night's dark HODER, BALDER'S brother blind, 
Is born and waxeth strong as he; 

For - blind is ev'ry Evil bom, as bear-cubs be. -
Night is the cloak of Evil; but all Good 
Hath ever clad in shining garments stood. 
The busy LOKE, Tempter from of old, 

Still forward treads incessant, and doth hold 
The blind one's murder-hand, whose quick-Iaunch'd spear, 
Pierced. young BALDER'S breast, that Sun of VALHALL'S 

sphere! 

XIX. 

'Then waketh HATE; for prey springs Violence quick; 
And hungry roameth, hill and valley round, 
The Sword's grim Wolf, while Dragons wildly swim 
O'er redly-flowing billows: - for pale Virtue 
Sits hopeless, strength~less, shadow -like, with HEL 

All dead amongst the dead, and BALDER'S House 
Once tow'r'd so high, now lit'S a black'ning ruin! 

xx. 
'The lofty ASAR'S life thus images 

The lower course of Man's Existence; - both 
Are great ALLFATHER'S thoughts, and alter never! 
'\:Vhat hath been, as what shall be, knoweth well 
The mystic VALA'S chaunt; that chaunt, the sweet-ton'd 
Soft cradle-Iullahy of infant Time, 
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Of wide Heimskringla echo VALA'S Song, 
And Man therein his own sad story readeth. 

XXI. 
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'The VALA asks Thee, - mark, my Son! her words,
'Grasp Ye the Sense, or no'i' 

XXII. 

'Thou wilt be reconcil'd. But Reconcilement's - what? 
Nay! Youth, undaunted meet my gaze and turn not pale: 
The' AtoneI' wanders round our Earth, - and Deatl, he's 

hight. 
All Time is. in itself, a troubled streamlet 
From vast Eternity; all earthly life 
From great ALLFATHER'S throne hath fall'n, Atonement 
Restores us thither back, all cleans'd and pure. 
Yes! the' ASAR, ev'n, have fall'n; and Ragnaro"J; 

Is their great day of reconcilement. Ah! 
A bloody day 'twill be, on VIGRID'S boundless 

Wild death-strewn Plain - for there shall the' ASAR perish! 
But ullaveng'd they fall not; No! all Evil 
Dies there an endless Death, while Goodness riseth, 

From that great World-fire, purified at last, 
To' a Life far higher, better, nobler than the past! 

1XlII. • 

'Yes! tho' from Heav'n's proud brow the garland drops 
Of faded stars, and Earth sinks in the deep -
Fairer and newly-born her flow'r-crown'd head 
Again shall rise above the crystal flood; 
And younger stars shall hold, with purer lustre. 
Their silent course above the new creation. 
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lXIV. 

'But B_~LDER then. where verdant hills fresh rise, shall rule 
The new-born MAR. and the pure-made race of Men: 
And those fair golden Runic-Tablets lost, alas! 
In Time"s young Dawning- VALHALL"S Children, reconcird, 
"Mong IDA-VALLEY"S fragrant grass shall find once more! 

Thus is the death of fallen Goodness only 
Its reconcilement, its fierce furnace-proof, 
Another birth to a far-other life. 
Which hackward flies whence first it emanated 
And innocently playeth, infant-like 
On parent-knee uphorne. Ah! after all -
The hest, the happiest. noblest, of existence 
Beyond the Tomb we find, that green-deck"d portal 

Of GIMLE"S Paradise. Yes! low. and with hut ill 
Deep stain"d is what we meet heneath Heav"n"s star-lit hill! 

xxv. 
'Yet ev"n this life Atonement hath, - its lowly path 
Dim Antitype of that still higher, The last Day'S fire! 

Imperfect and yet sweet it is, 
Like Minstrel-harmonies 

When deep-skill"d Scald with ready finger sweeps 
The waking Harp, 

And broken chords doth strike, and keeps 
Now low, now sharp, 

Tuning the quiv"ring strings 
With dream-like fragment echoings; 

Till, high up-horne at last on Music"s wings, 
With full tones richly peard, entranc"d he sings 

Of exploits and of heroes brave; 
Awaking from their grave 

The mighty Forms of old, -
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While, charm'd, hi. beaming eyes behold 
All VALLHALL'S glories, all great ODEN'S pillar'd gold! 

XXVI ••• 

'Earth is Heav'n's shadow - human life the porch 
And outer court of BALDER'S heav'nly Temple. 
The vulgar offer' blood - they bring proud steeds, 
With gold and purple deck'd, before the altar -
It is a symbol, rightly read, that blood 
Is the red dawn of every day of grace. 

XXVII. 

'But still the token 
Can ne'er the substance be; 

What thou thyself hast broken 
None but thy self atones for thee! 

The dead are reconcil'd in great ALLFATHER'S 

Bosom celestial; but the sole Atonement 
Of him who lives. is in his own deep breast. 
There is one ofi"ring, which the Gods prefer 
To thousand hecatombs, - the sacrifice 
Of that wild hate and burning fierce revenge 
Harbour'd in thine own bosom. Canst Thou not 
Their thirsty sabres charm to peace again -
Ah! canst Thou not forgive - wbat wilt Thou. Youth! 
In BALDER'S mansion here? - What meant Thou, say
With ,this arch'd Temple, built to Peaceful Powers? 

'No pil'd-up stones atone! 
Such ofF'rings BALDER will have none. 

No! - with mild. merciful, pure Peace alone 
Atonement lives; 

In Heav'n, on Earth, 'tis only Peace that Pardon gives! 
First with thyself and with thy foe united be, -
Thou then art reconcil'd with yon pale Deity! 
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XXVDI. 

'In lands far south. 'tis said. 
Is some new BALDER worshiped; 

He. the pure Virgin's Son. from Heav'n who sped, 
Sent by the' ALLFATHER'S self to explain the dim 

And yet unfathom'd runes which crowd the rim 
Bord'ring the shield of Darkness. that dread sbield 

Worn by the NORNOR. - Never would this BALDER wield 
Our Earth's dark blood-stain'd arms. No! still in his glad field 

Was Peace His battle cry. His bright sword Love, 
And o'er His silver helmet sat the Dove 

Of brooding Innocence. - His pious days 
In sweet instruction pass'd, or pray'r or praise; 

And when He died. His dying voice forgave, -
And now. 'neath far-off palms. still stands His shining grave. 

This doctrine. say they. spreads o'er ev'ry land. 
Melting hard hearts and joining band in hand. 

And on this Earth, now reconcird again. 
Upraising gentle Peace's wide domain. 

Not yet. alas! . 
Hath human lip to mine ag'd ear explain'd aright 

This Creed; but still, when better moments o'er me pass, 
My dim gaze darkly sees afar its streaming light. -

Ah! where is human heart that hath not, like as mine, 
Presag'd its truths divine? -

But this I know: - One day, with dove-white wings 
She comes, and gently floats along. aud sings 
O'er all the hilly North. - But then no North 

Will send, as now, its savage Warriors forth; -
No! while new Chieftains reign. shall flourish other men: 

And deep in Hero-cairns, forgott~n then. 
OW' bones will lie; 

While Northland's oaks above us deeply sigb. 
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Ye happier Race, ye Sons who then shall drink 
That new Light's lustre foaming o'er the brink 

Of Truth's bright beaming goblet, - hail! all haH! 
Yes! words would fail 

To speak how bless'd ye'U be, 
If far from off your Heav'n those shadows flee 

Which have so gloomily, 
As yet, hung thickly stretch'd on high, 

Hiding like some damp veil Life's sunny sky! 
But still, ye Sons, despise not us, your Fathers' Line;

Ah! with what eager gaze, our eyne 
Have ceaseless sought to drink those rays divine 

Shining from Life's and Light's bright Sun: -
Know! He hath many Envoys, - but the' ALLFATHER'S One! 

XXIX. 

'Thou hatest DELE'S Sons; - but wherefore hate them?
For sooth, because that - to a Yeoman's child 
They would not give tllcir Sister - She - descended 
From SEMING'S blood, the' illustrious ODEN'S ofFspring!
Yes! sprung from VALHALL'S thrones is DELE'S race, 
Bright genealogy, just source of pride! 

.. But birth is chance, is fortune, - thou observest -
And cannot be a merit. - Know, my Son, 
That Man still boasts of fortune, not of Merit. -
Say! is't not gen'rous Gods who were the givers 
Should any noble quality adorn us?-
With haughty pride Thou art thyself inflam'd 
At all thy Hero-exploits, all thy fierce-nerv'd 
Resistless strength; but didst Thou give thyself 
This force? - Was't not great AsA-THOR who strung 
Firm as gnarl'd oak Thy tough and sinewy arm? -
Say! is't not God-sprung courage that so gladly, 

• 
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So loudly, throbs within that shield-hung fortress 
Thy fast-arch'd breast? - And that clear-flaming glance 
Leaping from out thine eye, -say! is't not lightning 
From Heav'n that playeth there? - The lofty NOR NOR 

E'en at thy cradle sang the princely Legend 
Of all Thy life's adventures! - Ah, from these 
Thou hast no greater merit, than have King DELE'S 
Two boasting Sons that - 'twas a King begat them! 
Condemn not, judge not, others' pride! then nODe 
Will judge thine 0\\'Il. -

'King HELGB is no more!' -
'King HBLGE, He' - said FRITHIOF, - 'when, where, bow¥' 

11X. 

'Thyself knowst well, that whilst thou here hast builded 
This Temple to the God, - King HELGB march'd 
On painful foray, 'mong the heathen Fins 
Scaling each mountain-wall. In Finland's borders, 
Rais'd on a barren time-worn peak, there stood 
An ancient Temple consecrate to 1tJMAI.A.: 

Abandon'd and fast-shut, for many ages, 
This desolate Fane had been, its ev'ry rite 
Long since forgotten; but, above the portal, 
An old and monstrous Idol of the God 
Stood, frail-supported, trembling to its fall. 
This Temple none dar'd enter, scarce approach; 
For down from Sire to Son an eld tradition 
Went dimly warning, that whoever first 
The Temple visited should IUlIIALA view! 
This BELGE heard, and in his blind fierce rage 
The pathless wilds trod 'gainst this Deity 
So hated from of old, all bent On razing 
The Temple'S heathen walls. But when he'd march'd 

• 
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Up where the ruin threaten'd, lot all fa~t 
The massy moss-grown door was clos'd; and, cover'd 
With thick brown rust, the key still sat within it. 
Grim HELGE then, the door-posts griping hard, 
With rude uncivil strain the mould'ring pillars 
Fierce shook, and straightway - with tremendous crash 
The sculptur'd Image fell - burying beneath it 
VALHALLA'S impious Son; and so dread .JIDIALA 

His eyes behold. - A messenger in haste, 
These tidings brought ere yet last night was ended. -

XXXI. 

'Now, only lIALFDAN sits on BELE'S chair. 
Thy hand, brave FRITHIOF, offer him! Revenge 
And Passion sacrifice to Heav'n's high Gods: 
This BALDER'S shrine demandeth, - I demand, too, 
As BALDER'S Highest Priest - ill token meet 
That Peace's gentle Chief tholl hast not mock'd 
With vain professions and an empty homage. -

Decide, my Son! - shall BALDER'S Peace be broken?
If so, in vain Thou'st built this Fane, the token 

Of mild forgiveness, and in vain Ag'd Priest hath spoken!'-

XXXII. 

Over the copper threshold HALFDAN now, 
With pallid brow 

And fearful fitful glance, advanceth slow 
Tow'rds yonder tow'ring ever-dreaded roe, -

And, silent, at a distance stands. -
Then FRITHIOF, with quick hands, 

The Corslet-hater, ANGURVADEL, from his thigh 
Unbuckleth, and his bright Shield's golden round 

Leaning 'gainst the' Altar, thus draws nigh; -
While his cow'd enemy 
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He thus accosts, with pleasant dignity. -
'Most noble in !.his strife will He be found 

Who first his right hand good 
Offers in pledge of peaceful brotherhood!' -

Then HALFDAN, deeply blushing, doffs with haste 
His iron-gaundet and, - with hearty grasp embrac'd, -

Each long, long, sever'd hand 
Its friend-foe hails, steadfast as mountain-bases stand! 

X'J.'J.DT 

That ag'd and awful Priest then glad removeth 
The curse that rested on the VABG I VEUM, 

FRITHIOF THE OUTLAW, and as th' last deep accents 
Of Reconcilement and or Blessing sounded; -
Lo! ING'BORG sudden enters, rich adorn'd 
With bridal ornaments, and all enrob'd 
In gorgeous ermine, and by bright-eid Maidens 
Slow-follow'd, as on Heav'n's broad Canopy 
Attending star-trains guard the Regent-Moon! -

But the young Bride's fair eyes, 
Those two blue skies, 
Fill quick with tears, 

And to her Brother's heart she trembling sinketh; -
He, with his Sister's fears 

Deep-mov'd. Her hand all tenderly in FRITHIOF'S linketh, 
His burden soft transferring to that Hero's breast, 

I18 long-tried faith fit place for ING'B<JRG'S rest. 
Then, to Her heart's first, best, Belov'd Her Childhood's 

friend, 
In nuptial band 

She gives Her lily hand, 
As before pard'ning BALDER'S Altar both low bend! -

w 
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NOI"BS. 

CAl'fTO I. 

S- llJ. "(Lesl the reader .bould quail at t1ti., or haply lome 

other exploit of the hero, it may be prudent to repeat, that the age 

was one of iron heart and iron limb, and that Frithio{ was eTen then 

regarded 81 a prodiU - a giant in the eyes of giants. SUCll a trial of 
&trengtk, though not coarted by the modern llunter, is not witbout paraUIll 
in the anaaIa of lhe chase. 

"Upon another occaaion, Mr. Falk states, a badly-wounded bear 
mshed upright on hia hiad lega on a peaaant, who had missed fire, and 

ae!zed him by the Ihoalders with his fore pawl. 'fhe peasant, on his side, 
laid hold of lhe bear's ears and ahaggy hair thereaboutl. 'I'be bear and 

the hunter, a man of uncommon strength, were twice down and got up 
agaia withoat loosening their holdl; daring which time the bear had bit

ten throagh all the liaews of both arms from the wrists upward, and was 

at last approachiag the emaasted peasant's throat when ~he author inlacky 

time arrind and by one shOI ended the conflict... ,;.W s,-t. of ". N.nIt • 

., L. u.,J, ...,.).. &ro." p. it, who auo, p. 32, gins "the following el[

tract fronl a Saga of the tenth Century. "Finnbogi perceiving that a 

hear which had done considerable injury to the flock of hi. host, was 
still repoling beside the matilated earcase of a aheep, thus addre .. ed the 

animal. 'Stand up, bear, and try thy strength {or once with me; belter 
so thaa to lie by tile {ragments of thy wretched prey!' 'I'he creature raised 

himself, sarTeyed Ilis appellant, and resumed his position. Finnbogi re

commenced: 'Deem'st thou that I am too fully arm'd? If.o, will I lay 
aaide my defence,' Then, taking 011' hi. helm and selling down hi. shield, 

he exclaimed, 'Stand up, if thou han courage!' the bear erected himaelf, 
skook hi. head, and couched once more. 'I understand Illee,' replied 

Finnhogi, 'thoa woaldll meet on equal terms', whereapon he cast awayMs 
sword. 'Be it al thou pleaae: but lland ap now if thou han a Ileart like 

thy race, and not like a puaillanimoul brate,' Then rOle the bear, brist

ling and furioal; and a combat en.ued, in which Finnbogi waa viclorious 

haTing broken the back of hil grisly {oe." 

8 ..... 1 •• Dr,"", in AI ...... ·, f-, h"l the .ame thought: 

"Happy, happy. happy pair! 

N .. but the hrave, 

Noue hi the hran. 
None but the I ..... delenet the fair!" 
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s"'_ 1'1. Even ao early aa the time of' Fritbiof, many a mytho

logical Cbaont and Legendary Saga was doubtless commilled 10 Ihe "rune

covered tablets" of the period. "Reading the old Sagas (....,.,.InIw) is 

to this day· one of the highest pleasures of tbe Icelander. It is with 

Illis he passes the long winter-evenings; tlUs is the amusement of the com

pany, ,vhen many have assembled together. The Master of the House 

first begins the reading, and the others continue il when he is lired. Some 

of them know 8agas by hearl, otbers use prinled copies, or, for wanl or 

these, rair manuscripts - nol seldom wrillen by I]le peasanl himaelf."

N."d ...... oh8er,oes t: "A winter-cvening, in an Icelandic family, presenta 

a scene in Ihe llighest degree inleresling and pleasing. Belween three 

-and fOllr o'clock the lamp is hung lip in the NIl-,,.,_, balll-room, or prin

cipal aparlmenl; and all the members of the family lake their station with 

their work in Ibeir llands •••••• Tbe work is no aooner begun, than one 

of tIle family selecled on purpose, advances to a seat near the lamp, and 

-commences the evening lecture, which generally consists oraome old Saga, 

or sUl'h olher hislories as are to be obtained on the island." 

s"'_ 18. "Light hair was common in the North, black more 

rare, bright-yellow a beauty in either se:l:. Gold or silk coloured }Iair, 

tigbt-yellow tre8ses, brigbt-gold locks &c. aImost always belong in the Soga 

to the descril,lion of a Beauty. As late as the time of Eric XIV we futd 

yellow more admired tllan darkish hair." tt "In an nld poem we find a 

hero's 'body like tIle white chalk, JUs hair like the Rowing gold j' and an 

old Cornish song e:l:lols a pretty maid for her wJUte face and yellow hair. 

Flowing locks of this colour were praised as m06t graceful and becoming, 

by the bards "'ho adllresud llle sun, as 'the golden-haired.' This was 

admired by the Ce hic yonlb of former times, and 'the yellow-haired lad

die' aOlI 'lassie wi' Ihe lint-white J.ocks' continue favourites ,villi tIteir 

descendants 10 Ille present day," ttt -It may be added, tllat even wben 

wiss were firsl introduced into Brilain, Ruen was the favourite colour. 

SItr .... , '4, '11, TlIe inhabitanls of the old North were as re

markallle 8S their modem descendants, ror tIteir ingenuity in all manner 

of handiwork. The female. e:l:celled in embroidery, of wlUch we futd 

many graphic deacril,liona in I]le Sagas. We Iranslate lilerally one, from 

Slemund's EIMa: tttt 

• We tranll.le from ".~ .... ,I. f.a.,. NUlorill, .f &rill"".,.," I. II. p. 249- -
t 'Iceland,' p. 283. - tt From tbe Swedl.h Translalion, by Pr.(. U" .... of 

G4",. Rolf' 8a,., nole p. 205. - ttt ""' ••• &oItitII G.II, I, 105. - tttt G""""", 

Omf. Ilr. 14, 15. 16. 
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"She (Thora,) (or to glad me 

W ork'd in gold thread 

Southlandish Hllll., and 

Swaaa of the Dane: 

"On tablets we figur'd 

The sporla of Heroes, 

And on our hand-work 

lIigh Kings' Champions, 

Bright red bocklers, 

Brave Hun Chieftains, 

22; 

S\vord-ho$ts and Jlellll-Jlosla 

High Chief. follo\viug j 

"5loips of Sigmund 

Swept from land, with 

Uay-gill decknlcnls and 

Grav,'d-out stems j 

'Ve broider'd ou broad tlll"slry 
How they were hauling 

Sigllr and Sigelr 

South 011 Fivi," 

"Great delight had they," adds the V"""",. 8",., "in tlus Ihcir 

needle-work, and greatly was Godrun's sorl;'OW eased tlle re by", 'Ve 

need not add, tllat the celebrated and invaluable Btt,na-r.,,,tr, was the 

product of the Scandinavlau needle. 

&.- ,.,. 'And billows blne', "Ill mare pnrpureum," Vir" 

0..,.,. IV. 373. In British parlance, "the Fff'I sea" is a pllrase so (amiliaI', 

that in justification of the favourite epitltet, blue or purl' Ie, of our 

northern bards, it may be advisable to clle furlher the authority oC an 

acnte ob.ener. "The waler oC the main oceau is well kuown 10 be as 

transparent and as colourless as that of thc lUost pure 81,rings j and it is 

only when seen in very deep seas tllat auy certain and uucbaugeable 

colour appears, Tills colour is commonly ultramarine blue." • 

&.-". This has alway. been true; but that it was especi

ally 10 in the period of Frithiof - wilness the Norse advenlure. aud 

North-man exploitl and conquesls in every part of Enrope and even in 
Africa and Asia, (rom Ibe commencement to Ihe close of tbose Sea-King 

expeditions which discovered and colonized America, Urecnland, and 

Iceland, _ whid. "" ... lubdued England i1sel£, - and which 11.'£1 Enrope 

remodeled! 

CANTO II, 

&._ II, According to the r .. ", .. lUg t, the vault oC Hllaven is 

.. pported by four Dwarfs, ",, WaI, N.,./A and 1SoItIA, 

&._ 11, Tho Falcon, the sacred bird of EgYl,t and of Greece, 

was alao the bird of Odell in Scandinavia, Allgu .. bip from ita entrails 

• &.,. .. 6,', Arctic II., .... , c;opied Crom 8Ir."" p. 15. - t Gylfag, cit, VIII. 
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was very cOlnmon, and Oden ILimseU was invoiLed to ""tI. the lIedaioD of 

tlle Augurs; tllat is to lay, - an intriguing Prieltcrart lo.riahea every 
where, when it can find dupes. 

s". .... 14. 'fhe Scaudinavians. like the German warriors of old, 

adorned tbeir shields witb carvings, engravings or paintings of lowers &c. 

S_ 1'. Who is not bere reminded of ,..,.', magniJicent and 

indignant burst -

"Stuck o'er wilb lilies, Rnd bnng round with strings, 

Tbal IllOtl may'st be, by kings, or wbores of kings; 

Boast the pure blooll of an illuslrious race. 

In quiel flow from Lunece to Lucrece;: 

But hy your fatben' worlb if yonrs you rate, 

Count me tbose only wbo were good and greal. 

Go! if your ancient, btlt ignoble, blood 

Has crept Ibrough scoundrels ever since tbe flood, 

Go! and pre lend yonr family is young; 

Nor own your falbers bave been roob 10 long. 

'''bat ean ennohle SOli, or slaves, or cowards? 

Alas! not Rll the blood of all the Howards." • 

S", .... 14. The Kingsloip of the old Norlh was originally, as it 

sbould he, - an Eleclive Presidency; tbough II.e billory of the Scandi

navian Kingdoms all'ords melaucholy proof enough, how rcspecl for tlul 

"divine races" (as the families said to be descended from Oden ,vere 

called) overwhelmed the land wilh destrnclive minorities or imbecile 

manllood. Will. Ibe "beredilary principle," whether monarcllic or aristo

cratic eqnally cemeuting Dynasties formed in Kingdoms Rained hy the 

Iword, came in alao "hereditary degradation." How beaulifully energetic 

is our inimilable P.,. •. on this lullject! -

"Wllo first taugbt soula enslaTed, and realms undone, 

'fit' enormoul faillt of many made for one; 

'fltat prond exception 10 all nalnre's Laws, 
'1'0' invert Ihe world, anll counlerwork its cause? -

Force fint made conquest, and that conqnest, law i 

Till Superslition taugbt the tyrant awe, 

Tllen shared Ille tyranny, then lent it aid, 

And GOlls of conquerors, SlaT" of Inhjecl8 made." t 
8_, ", I'. &c. See Index, art. BAVAMAL. 

• Essay on Man. IV, 205_16. - t n. III. 241-2~8. 
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s"'_ IF. Scandillanan Sea-King. and Warrion are oneil 

.enlioned in tbe S.g .... choosing their burial-place by .bAY" and anns 

of the sea; as if, even when dead, tbey could not be parled from their 

faTourile elemenl! - The laller half of this vene bas a striking parallel. • 

We tranllate only what immcdiately relates to tbe lubjeci. - "King 

YngTftr made peace witb the Danes; then took he 10 r ..... ge along the 

BaIl-Sea. But, one summer, be drew ont bis men, hailed np to Estland, 

and all Ihe snmmer plundered Ibat dislricl bight Slen: Ilaen came lite 

Est-men down wilh a mighty hOSI, and so tlley battled there j but the 

land-troops were 80 many, tbal the Sviar (Swedes) could not 81and .gainst 

them. So Yngnr, the King, fell - aud bis llost fled .way. Tltere real. 

he in Ws Cairn, right along by the ,.It wave', side •••• thus ,.ith 

Thiodolferj •••••••• 

And the' East-Sea 

For Svea-King 

CANTO m. 

Oce.n's Song -

To joy Ilim - cllaunted!" 

P." II. 'In Ihe' earlh!' The BAllCll-iiLLD, Hill-Age (Barrow. or 

Burial Age), ",laich 8uccecded the BRllNA-iiLLn, Burn or Pile Agc, com

menccd in Scandinavia willl Y ngve Frey. t 
lJ. 'Snccessors.' It was not nncommon, in tlacse limes, for two 

.onl or a falber and son to reign togelher. P.,. 10. 'Ten twelves.' The duodecimal mode of compulalion is 

still common in Brilain, as well as in Scandinavia. Tlte 'loDg' or 'great 

hundred' or 'Ihousand' &c, are well known in most trades. 
P.g. It. 'Chimney'. "The circumslauee so prettily inlroduced im

plies rall"r an orifice in Ihe roof Iban the lenglbened funnel of modern 

cMmnic.. Beckman draws a similar iuference from a passage of Hero

dotus, "wlao relates (L. VIII. e, 137) that a king of Lehma, when one of 

llis servanls asked for his wages, offered Mm in jesl Ibe Suu. which at 

tbat tiDle shoue into Ille house through the chimney." tt P.,. II. 'Giant,' "TMs anecdote belougs to the Saga of Tborstein. 

Tlae legend informs UI that tbe name of the fair who had the good for

tune to aUrael the attention of tbis ebgant and disinterested suitor, wal 

Hunvor j and that she possesaed dislingniehed beauty, and unrivalled 

• YOlllinga·S.g. cll. 36. - t s ... S,.,-In .... ~. Sog. Preflc •• - tt &r.",', I'r .... -

1.,;,,, 0/ Fri,ltio', 1" 4i. 
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perfection in all Ibe aria and accomplishmenla beaeemlnB her aBe and 

alation. A virgin Penelope, however, ahe preferred the ailken web of her 

broidery to the silken tramnleis of Hymen, ao tllat many accounled this 

proposal to be a judgement upon her:'· See Index, art. IIOK-BLUI, 

VIPILL, VIIUKG VIPELLS80:"f. 

III. 'Sun'a Gatea: Tradition, facta, and etymology unite in a.aert

ing tJUlt tbe Tribes whom Oden led over to conquer and colonize the 

Norlll - came from Weslern Asia, probably the regioDl lying around tile 

Caspian Sea. P.,. '4. 'The twelve Immortala' were (wilhout reckoning Oden) 

Thor, Balder, Niord. Frey, Brage, Heimdall, Hilder, Vidar, Ale or Vale , 

Wer, Foraete aud Loke. 

""" 'IS. 'Autnmn-Judge: The Scandinavians held their judicial 
rut, or Diet (Assize) in the autumn. 

P.,. II. 'And live Self.' Burial wllile living is nol without ex

ample in the Sagas. For instance: t "And as he (Thrain) wae now ao 

old, tllat he could fight no more, he caused himself, whi]e yet living, 

to be placed witllin 1tie Barrow wi til much goods." 'I'],e whole chapter 

is hlgbly entertaining. AgRin: tt "Northward in Naumu-dale were t,vo 

brotbera. bot], kings, Herlangr nnd HroUangr. For three snmmers had 

they been bnUding tbem a Barrow. Of wood, stoncs, and lime was the 

Barrow made. Now wl,en aa tlli. Cairn was finished, got the Brothers 

tidings that Harald was in fnll march against them witl, ].ia army. Theil 

caused King Herlangr much food and drink to ],e carried into Ilis mound, 

and thereafter went ],e in to tbe Barrow together with XII men. After 

this, lle had the Cairn closed up again aftt'r Ilim." - Of the above cha

racteristic fact, the talented nnd tastefnl Oblensch]iiger J,as made an ex

tremely l,icturesqlle lI8t', in tbe -last Scene of Ilis 'HcIgc'. - As to the 

interment of war-vessels also, S"..., observes. p. 50: "That occa8ion"'ly 

the corpse was inhumed, seated in a galley or s],ip. l.as been already 

noticed j and we can scarcely besitate to trRce tbe prRctise 10 the sym

bolicRl character of a selllllchre, altribnled to the ark. 1'. E. llliiller, 

neverlheleas, attriblltes tbis ,.,...,.,hI, Ilsage, like the La],land praclise of 

inlerring in a boat, to the prevailing ,le&ire to provide tbe deparled witl • 

• nitahle equipage in a fntnre alate." - 'I'Ms lalter is, doublless. the 

correct opinion. See Ibe 8., • • f RdA.. III_ G...t, eh. 27. 

• &r •• , p. 48. - t Ro....... G"yo,.,,', so,_, ct.. 4. - tt H.r.'" ,It, F.i,'· 

It";,.,,., S.,e, ct.. 8. 
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p.". MI, 'Thor's own place'. "So, at least, according to Adanl of 

Bremen, he sat in the Temple of Upsala: - "Nobillissimnm ," &c. "that 

nation (the Swedish) has a most noble temple, which is entitled UNO", In 

this temple, which is enlirely Jilled np with gold, the people venerate Ille 

statnes of three gods: so situated that the most potent, Thor, has a 

distinct leat in the centre I Woden and Fricco being placed on hi. right 

and left," • 

CANTO IV. 

SI#_ IB, See Index, art, GBIIlSODD. 

B_ 10, It was extremely common, in old times, to hold publie 

meetings and allembUes on tbe Barrows of celebrated Kings and Warriors. 

Owing to the gradnal elevation of the ground, all present could easily 

behold the presiding Judge or chief speaker. It was in compliance with 

thil cuslom, which the Northern Kings long preserved, that Gustavus 

Vasa addrelled the assembled Dalecarlians from Frey's Barrow (called also 

Ting-Hill) near Upsala, and the men of Helsingland from Norrala .... ,.,Irtl 
(royal chltean). 

B_ 1$. This was no 'fignre of speech.' The Scandinavians 

firmly believed in the dead life of the buried hero, or rather that a kind 

of donble .pirit from him inhabited the cairn. t 

SI#_ lB. The word 'man' here is degrading, and lignifies 

one in the King's immediate service and depending upon his pleasnre. 

Frillliof himself thns inherited from his father twelve mercenaries liable 

to service. Such hired warriors lived in number. (a kind of body-guard) 

at the foyal courts, besides the servants employed by the prince in his 

household, Heroes themselves often entered the service oC a Monarch in 

this way, no exact pay being stipulated, but sure of being rewarded by 

gold and lands. In general however, the free possessor ofland and goods, 

proud of his independence t would have been ashamed to become the 

lackey of a prince t and only took up arms in deCence of his nalive 

country when endangered by a foreign invaeion. 

• &ro .. ,. p. 52. - t See 00 tbi. corioos, bot hitberto Dot s"mdeot)y npl.io"d, 

subject. Prof, Lilj'gr .. •• S'II'rdiab Trao., of 01 .. ,. 1101(. B.,., Dote. p, 252. 
0.,.,., 8_ II~. B4ftln, I. 278 aDd O,..,,,tll.ig. N.,. ... MJlAolo,N, Irt l'fiflbeim, 
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C UI'T 0 V. 

&._ III. The 01<1 Nortllern cnstom prevented either llost or guest 

from speaking of the occasion for tllo laller's visit, till he had Creely 

partaken the rig)lts of Hospitality. 

S_ II. Divination from tho entrails of a alanghtered horae was 

cnatomary witll tIle ancient Northmen. The sacred steeds (white and 

nnproraned by labour) also .howed by their neighing, snorting, and 

manner of lifting the root whether the victim was acceptable to the Gods. 

&c, The same snperstition we find among the old Per.ians. • 

814_ 10. Striking the War-Sl1ield WBI a Scandinavian battle

.nmmons which all, far and ncar, were obliged to obey. This cnstom ia 

also mentioned by o..;."t. "The King took Ws deathfulspear, and stRek 

the deeply-sounding shield: Ms .hield that hUllg high in night, the di.mal 

sign of war." 

CANTO VI. 

814_ t. 'Yet a Pawn.' Unfortnnately the cxpreaaive and cutting 

".. of the original cannot be prese"ed in an English Translation. The 

word 'bonde' means b0l11 'Paw.', and 'Peasaut' or 'Yeoman' (free, and 

often powerful, landed proprietor). Consequently Fritlliof. answer -
"Frillsas kan han med en ....,. ... 

Yet a Pawn (Peasant) can all recover, -

refers to the expression of the taunting Helge, in the IVth Canto -

"Vir syster ilr.ej {or en bonde-son," 

Our Sister is not for a Peasant's Son! 

We may aa well remark here once for all, that the Northern 

Saga. abound with .pecimen. of punning, witticism, double entendre and 

enigma. The wit displayed, however, was sometimes Ii.". as .1Nr. 

CANTO VII. 

&.-.. 'Like Saga in a marriage room', - "the Goddes. of 

History meditating upon the line of heroes to emanate from the recent 

union." tt 

• Cr_r. V. 70. VI. 19. - t r-., ... b, VII, - tt 81,,,,,,. p. 93-
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Sx",,",,'. zllorlUxznd's lligblizzgales". Slr."1 ,ays, p. 93, zhe Sxmg
thrush, r .. ,tbu ..... icK.; hnt Mdllill. prefers the Rctl-wiug, T",4 .... 1iecw. 

SI_ ..... II. SO SOullt., says (of Love) 

"lIz holy Rzme for ever burllelh, 

SI __ • 19, 10. So in SINI .. ,._ .. / t 

Juz, "","x z, tbo" zze gzmz:? if not rzt nx;" day 

It was the njghtiugale and not the lark, •• 

Beli%"%"x mzz Inve, is tb: nigk;zzgale, 

Yon zigbt sOl reyligrz. I kezzw ii, 

It is some meteor thaI lite sun exhales." 

CANTO VIII. 

PII:ft' '1iJ. 'Kinsman' 'Cousin'. The royal maitl claim~ kindredshi" 

wilh ZZle Gml, az reinr lzescnszzed fZZlm Aszz, Tlz, Sran zXllavizzs 

long reverenced lhe Houses sprung from the deified Heroes. Sec Index, 

1'rl. zzzZl:'lG, 

Pag. 80. 'Greek-Ian,!'s Ocean'. The Viking-expediliol1s of Ihe 

NorzTul1en Ofzz:n exzzzzded the mosl fzizz8nt x:nasls. ASesid%"z disc 

ering 80 many unknown lands, their fleels (unguidet! by liny compass) 

zravzzzzd LZZzol,e zZzd rzwzged ,zxfric%" z,nd ZZ"z:o iLzia! V zzingar 

Varanges, wllO were in the service of the Byzantine Emperors, and con

ztituzz:zT theiz: zncoz:nzptiblz and nnconZi zerablz bodyxgllarzl wcrz for 

mosl part Scandiua"ian adventurers. 

Palz hhzz zTeny ",Zio zz,cs, zzd lzzzz! mz reR8fm!' Iz 

rather difficult to convey properly the 11erral implied ill Ihe original: -

"JAr; har ortl 

CANTO IX. 

&_ his bznd'. "Tlzzz zncifZlz EnyHzh ilhzzninaznz:s hz,,%" 

uniformly distinguished the l,ortrail of King Stephen by giving him a 

Yawk npon baz,,! to zjgnifz prezZlme, hAS that ZzTOlhol tltzzl he was 
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nobly Iltollgh nol royally born."· Rolf Krake and Ms twelve champions, 

when "isiling Ihe treacherous Adel King of Sweden, had all - the better 
to disguise wl,iell was Rolf - falcon, upon Illeir shoulders. 

CANTO X. 

81_ 'I. 'Bear.paw', - a pun; Bjorn means Bear. 

S_ 8. 'Marlell', "MlIslela marIes; the pine marlen. h proof of 

tbe f .. cilily witlt wblclt Ilus lillIe animal scales tbe yet unfelled masts of 

tIle forcst, it mlly be slated, on Ibe aUlbority of Butron, thllt it usurps 

lite ne.1 of 1]11.' sqnirrel and of lite blizzard, and dislodges the wood'l,ecker 

from its mine." t See Index, ATt. BEAR, WIlALE. 

CANTO XI. 

S_ II. 'Unnerves lite sword from slaying'. The expressioll of 

lite original is "nard kan diih'a ," iu ollter words, so exorcise the sword 

of lois adversary tbat it sltall become blunt and incapable of 6i1i1t" wound

ing. - "However confident in personal power, tbe Iteroes of Ille Norlh 

did nol scruple to court Ihe alliance of Ihe magic arl. Brynltildr accord

ingly instrucls Sigurd: 

"Sigrnnar skalln kunna 

ef I]m vill snOlr vera 

ok rist a bjalti bjiirs 

Ii vellrimum 

ok a valbystnm 

Would tIlC Chlef in arms excel, 

Runes of Conqllest read Ihou wcll! 

Graving ou Ihy gallnllel', hhle, 

On Ihe MIt tbat girds thy side, 

On tlty war-spear', bristled oak, 

olr. nerna tvinar Ty. Twice the migbty Tyr invoke." tt 
"Tlto I,raclise alluded to nllg]1\ be deemed scarcely consislent willi Ille 

]Ieroic cbaracler of tbe age; but it sbould be recollecled, tltal if runic 

apell. were calle.l in to MUllt the edge of Ihe sword, sorcery had been 

previously employed 10 impart to tIle blade an unearllily temper. Oden 

himself, ,ve are informed, inslructed tlte Aser in the mysteries of tlte 

magic art throllgb rllnes alld cltatlnts - O.lldr.rl - and Stich science, ac·· 

('or.ling to the ancient lay lIig·,· •• I, formed part of tlte education of a 

yOllng pOlentate: -

• SIrlil/', '/'0,'1. and ,..,lilll" 1/<. Ed •• 833 p. 2.\. - t 8/,..g, p. 13j. - tt D:o p. 153. 
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"En konr nogr 

knnni runar 

IIlfillJl rllnar 

oc aUdr rnnar: 

meir knnni hann 

milnnnm biarga 

cggiar dcyfa 

elldl at lregia," 
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Prillee was ver~c.l 

In rlluic lore, 

Runes coeval, 

Runes of yore, 

Men could fend 

Whh magic 8l,e11 , 

Swor.ls coulll blunt, 

And fire could quell," • 

This superstition was not yet extinct in the milldle agcs, and 

Major Sftod,r ... mentions t a similar belief: - A part of the mOllutaineers 

inhabiting the borders of Cltina, were employe.l in the Burmese service 

under the commaRll of three young and beautiful women of high raok, 

who bclieved they conld renller tllC bullets of the EnglisJl 'harmless', 

Of course, they aU fell victims to their superstitious rashness. - Sometlting 

of the same sort, in wMch Jlowever the Catholic Prie$t was the wizarll, 

was common among tJlll "wild IrisJl", during tIle famousandwell-fouoded 

rebellions there. &._ lB. 'Glass panes,' "It must be in tJte recollection of every 

one who has had an opportnoity to pernse the very cnrions old HOllse

hold-Book of Ibe NortllOlUbcrland Family, tbat w]lenever lite Earl re

moved from Alnwick Castle 10 London, not only the arras was takon 

down in all the rooms, bnt tIle gla.s was also carefully taken ont of the 

windows," tt 
14, 'And locks'. Even at tltis day, a latdl is dIe only door

fastening in N ort]lern Scandinavia, some parts of Switzerland, and various 

other sequestered districts. 
S_ 19. 'Candle' is elegantly introdnced here, as being an 

evident and comparatively mOllern adllitlon to the luxuries of a Nortbern 

Chief. Formerly young boys attended with pine-Iorcbes to light ul' Ihe 

banquets of the great. Sueh turpentine-wood torclu~s are still used by Ibe 

common people of tbe bigb North and of Scotland. Tbey arc faalened 

between tlte l,oards of tlte walls. 

CANTO XII. 

P.,. til. 'And bread will bave,' 'fbi! line refers to a custom uni

versal in tbe Nortb, of treating and enconraging tIle ]Iorsu by giving 
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Illem, occasiollally, piece. of a ('oarser 80rt of the hard rye-bread (a kind 

of Scotch cakes) nsed almost every where in Germany and Scanelinllvia &c. 

rd. 'Olltb,' TWs biller commendation bas reference to Helge'. 

pnblic and scandalons breach of ]tis Coronation oath, (without speaking 

of the separate compact malle previous to llis enll,assy) by which he had 

promiseel to maintain the rites of religion, the pnblie peace, and tIle pri

vate liberties. 

PII,.IU. 'Sure tbe victim's fair.' In the Original, "det ilr dock 

skullt ," - a melaneboly IlalC-ironic self-raillery. 

CANTO xm. 

S,a .... t. ';\litll1ight's San,' It is well known that the SUD. never 

sels. and is cOlIse(lUenlly visible all uigltt loug, al Tornel when the night. 

are at tho longest. Tl1is is also tlte case, under tlte same degree, in Nor

way, 1,.rlieIlIal·ly from tI,e monutains, Sogn, however, is 5 degrees loulh 

or Tornea; so that we must add witlt &rM" p. 1i5. "lIere we must erave 

on behalf of onr author 3. few degrees of,..., .. '.,il"-, or considerable allow

ance for refraction, wltiell is really augmented in cold climalea, through 

condensalion of Ihe atm08l,here," 

SIII_, t. 'Balder's Pyre,' "Tltis expreaaion is applied here iD. 

three dilTerent .igllifieations: - 10 the l\lylhick I,ile of Ille Deily; to Ille 

emblematic fire upou tlte Itearlll; and 10 tlte burning Temple aud grove, 

in which lite image of the deity ,vas cousumed as on a funeral pile," • 

S",_ 8. 'Flint-knives,' "In ancient times flint was fasltioned into 

CUlling instruments, and iI is conje('lnred that the slone·knives lIsed by 

tlte lIehrcws were of Ihis mineral," t 
Sill ..... 8. "1\01 as King, but as Ihe challenged, Helge was entitled, 

agreeably 10 Ihe rule of Norlhern cltivalry, 10 lite first 8lroke. So on the 

occasiOll of lite conlesl belween Viking and Ironskull, relaled in the Iltird 

Canlo. lite laller aclelressed llis opponent: - "Slrike Ihon first, for such 

is tlte law of duel" - H.,.,,,,,,,,., "" - as I am tIle cllallenger; and in Ihe 

meantime I must sland quiet, nor eRn I appreltend any danger from 80 

doing, TI,en Viking drew Angrvalhil, and as it were ligltlning radialed 

from il," 8.,. rA.rll. ViA. Again, in Ihe Saga Kelil's Hrengs, the 8ame usage 

b nOliced: - "Tbe first cnl is tlte righl of him who is "'1.4 At." ++ 

• s/,o"" 1" 177. - t Jq" .... "., .UiIt. I. 217. - +t Sir."" p. 177. 
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5- I.. "The degree of facilily or relnclance with wMch Ihe 

armlet Ihat adorned an image might be removed, seems 10 have served .. 

a criterion of the disposition of the deity lowards the experimenler. Ac

cordingly it is relaled of a Norwegian Connt, Hacon, t].al finding Ms 

efforls repealedly fruilless, he con tinned 10 renew ltis devotions unlil 1].8 

image at lenglh permilled bim 10 abslracl the ring - w].en he quilled the 

temple sathfied that the deity", .. propitious. - Frereyinga Saga. c. 23 ... • 
See Index, art. ARMRI!'IO. 

8,._ II. This noble ... it. - of the "'-i", B"- to 11.11 "ir~r" C..,l 

- is the more admirable here as, 10 use Il.e words of Rev. Mr. Sirong -

"Ihe final conRagralion. of Ihe world, typified in. Ihe My thus by Balder', 

funeral pile, is to be ushered in by a general crow of Ihe gold-combed 

Cock in Asgftrd, Ihe fire-red upon. earl]., and Ihe livid in. the shades 

below:' Thai genlleman's Iranslation, however, "A fire-red walcl.-bird 

springs ," wJ.ich gives us a r •• 1 chanticleer in.S1ead of a •• ,.",. ... it:.1 one, it 

a ,.",.. "'_i. 

CANTO XIV .. 

Pag. IIf1. 'For Balder'S - Brolher.' "Such repeated acrimonious 

references 10 Helge's prelensions to divine origh. migltt naturally be eli

ciled Iluoug1. his allegation of tWs plea for Iho rejeclion of Frilhiors 

.uil." t 
u. 'Tho Oak: "Skaldick phraseology abounded, as mighl bo 

expected, in synonymes for weapons and gallics. To an Englisb ear wonled 

to Ihe palriolic vaunt, "Heart of oak are your aMps ," Ihe term hero em
].loyed will sound less alien than even the more ordinary metaphor, sea

dragon, serpent, or worm - _." - See Index, art. DRAGOlf, SEA-BORSE. P.,. 141. 'Thai Irick was good: "Tllis stralagem, of wltich Bjorn 

assnmed Ihe merit, is nol peculiar 10 our Saga; il was really an expedient 

whiel. Ihe paucity of crafl mighl easily suggest 10 a fugitive. To the samo 

wile, Leifr - P.ttR. S. 56, c.; aud BERIUIlD, Sag. 12, 13, K. - had re
course; anll tlth Ialler instance is relatcd in a narralive combining 80 

characterislically the emhellishmenl of Ihe Skald. wit], the ",.lIer of 'tiC' of 
an eye-witncss, Ihal il may nOI be brieRy dismissed. Tbis Prince of Easl

Gaulland having rescued tI.e sisler or Godmund, King of Glll:svellr, in 

Finland, from a Icmplo of Jonlal, where site ball heen immnrcd, was re-

• o. p. Iii. - t o. p. 13g. 

Digitized by Coogle 



238 

warded by ]ler afl'eclion; bUI during lti. abseBce on a warlike expedition, 

his royal sire, 10 whose charge the betrol].ed had heen confided, wal 

overpowered by a fionish army, ltis connlry was ravaged, and the fair 

reclaimed. The enemy being too powerfnl to be openly aesailed, Her

rand and his foster-brother Bosi, accompanied by a friendly magician, 

Rained Smilh, sailed in a siugle galley to allempt the recovery of Hleit]lr. 

They reached Gllllsvellr on the eve of her forced nUJltiah to a champion 

of the king, Siggcir allli wilh the promptillllie of "Young Locllinvar," it 

was determined to "tread a measure" wilh the bride. Sigurd, the confi

dent and harper of t],e monarch, havillg been waylaid and slain with his 

sole allendant, their 8kills were conveyell to Smith, who prepared from 

them lanee - .. ".ira"" - for himself and Boai; and tlluS ,lisguised in tbe 

legument and dress of their victims, these representalive8 proceeded boldly 

to the cRltle, whil8t Herraud undertook the arrangement. witllOut. Ap

prehending forcible abduction, Godmund had erected an cnormous Han, 

in wllirh the nuptials were to be celebrated amidst numerous gnards; 

and had placed at each of tae hundred doors two warders, instructed 

to repel auy unknown apl,licant for admi88ion. Tbis precaution proved, 

o( course no ohslacIe 10 our u,.;,., Sigurd, who followed by Ilis man, 

enterell wllere the sovereign bimself stood, aud was warmly greet

ed. His first care was to exhort the .teward and boilers to Illy the 

gnests liherally with the strongest beverage, as doiog meet ]lonour to 

the entertainer. The nobles and bride, altenlled by her maidens of 

lUgh degree, having Illen been seated with lIne ceremony, t]le feigned 

Signrd, gifled wilh the barp, and more Iban the skill of lois predecessor, 

strnck up; winning lond applause hy eacll Bonrish , wllich announced '"e 
formal inlroduction of a bnmper. At first, ]lbwever, llis pilrlt was low, 

80 thai the King slimnlated Mm to greater exertion; but ,\vllen the com

memoration-cup o( Thor '\vas usl.ered in, Sigurd c].angetl his Key, AO tI,at 

knives, disltes, and wl.ale..-er was at liberly, hegan to be in commolion ; 

many of the guests, also, sprang from I].eir 8eals, and danced upon tile 

pavement: tlus movement continued for 80me time. Next came the cup 

dedicated to all Ihe _lEsir, and agaiJl t]le harper altered lois tone, striking 

with Incl. energy, that echo - ~ .. r,.tl.I; - responded to every note: all 

present, save Ihe cloief, the bride and bridegroom, now slood up, and 

the dance was geueral; IIlis slrain was also of considerable duration. The 

King tlten inquired wltelher his skill was exhausted; hut I]le reply was, 

Ihat he relaxed merely to give pause (or rest and regale: some popular 

melodies succeeded, and the cup ofOdentllenarrivcd. NowSigurd opened 

his harp, whicl. was so large thai a person might stanll uprigllt wilhin. 
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anll S110DC! as of solid ore. lie look up a wltile embroidered glove, and com

menced Ihe lune, termed "faldafeykir" - .';I-~iIp#r •• r' - then lcaped 111e 

Teils from the females, and s,)orled under 111e beam; men and women 

joined the maze, and nOIMng could resisl the excilemenl. This was suc

ceeded by Freya's cup, the last to be eln,'licd: and now Sigurd prepar

ing 111e King lor a more polenl string, struek wilh sueh effeci. Ibat the 

monarch, too, was fascinatcd; he, Ibe bride and bridegroom, danced a, 

merrily as any of the party, and the hurly-borly became universal. The 

noplial COUC]1 slood on an elevated plalform, and thither Smith, wl10 now 

took thc band of the hride, conlrived to cast various pieces of plate from 

the lable equiJlllge; and nighl being far advanced, I]le apoil was abstracted 

throogh a window by ltIs accomplices. Herraud, in the meantime, had 

r .. ~n.~ .lI d_ ..... ,. _Aieta "" .... r lou ..... _jil f.r Uti. The mirth was at its 

height, wIlen a tall personable man enlered in scarlet Kirlle and silver 

girdle, fringed witlt gold; be was unarmed and dancing gradually 10 the 

IpOt where Godmnnd stood, be raised his fist, and inllicted 10 severe a 

blow upon the Chief, 11,al blood gnshed forth, eeveralteelh dropped, and 

a swoon ensned. The assailaot immediately mahed forth closely followed 

by Sigurd, who, observing the action, had thrown llis harp upon Ihe bed, 

and the bridegroom drawing Ms sword, with many of the guests, pursued. 

Wltilst the residue were occupied with tIle fallen monarch, Smith, with 

the bride, skipped up the stepa to the platform where the harp lay, and 

placing ]ler in the inslrument, ]le attached it to a cord lowered by his 

confederates, and bolh escaped Ihrough Ihe window. They reached the 

boat safe]y: the fugitive having made a circuit, soon arrived also, and at 

Ms heels the supposed Sigurd and llis arme.1 foe. All sprang on board; 

but the harper turning ul'on the unfortunate bridegroom, horled ltIm into 
1]11' sea, wheuce he was rescued with difficulty by tile men on shore. 

His brother and a body of armed men instantly pnt off in It galley to 

pursue the abductors, wlto now made every effort by oare and lail to ac

celerate their fiig]ll; scarce]y however had the enemies of Herrand launch

ed forth, e~e Au 1Ir"." .. • uue".d, ..., d_ .... d jilt", Titus pursuit became 

]lOpeless; inebriety, moreover, added to the embarrassment, and although 

Godmund soon recovered his recollection, merriment was converted into 
sighing and sorrow." • 

Pe,. 141. 'That scollndrel-framing: The 'nitling-stftng' was a kind 

of post or pillory, on whie]l t]le names of those were inscribed wllo had 

flagrantly l1isgraced themselves by crimes or cowardice. II i, yet some limes 

• Slr .. g', bifA;." p. 19o, 
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used, in Ihe Norill. Sir", very aplly observes, p.192. ICFrilhiof, in wbo •• 

mind the idea of a Baula-slone must be as inlimately associated with the 

hero whose fame it commemorated, as tbe Niding-etake willl the outcast 

whose name it pilloried, is therefore, iJl perfect liHphog, when be taunt

ingly assnres Helge of security, from tIle respect which he enterlains (or 

the consecrated Rune-mark, which his spearhead is wont to carve. Helge 

Jlad formerly threatened Frithiof, that if he did not recover the tribnt. 
from Angantyr, be should be "a branded coward" - Ii .... ..... IIIDll'IO _ 

and tbe insnlt is now retorled and exaggerated." 

Pa,.I44. Bla_': Ye tablet-fountains for mighly Tllor!' "J rnno

hiillar for valdig Tbor!" - Ye slretching cliJf-groups on wllose Itony page 

Tllor, 111e Thunderer, can inscribe Ilis ruues. myslerions: - a mOlt magnifi

cent and majestic image! - There is seen to tllis day near Hoby in Ble

king, a flat rock called B_, on wbicll, willrln donble lines that may 
be traced for 24 yards Harald Hildetand'S Scald - XI Centnries ago! _ 

carved Troll-runes against Sigurd Ring •• Many mne-inscriplions on rocke 

are to be fonnd in Sweden and Norway t. Job, also, speaks of "worda 

graven in Ille rock for ever" tt. 

CANTO XV. 

S'a ... '-11. "1\lany tIlings were tllere established in tbeir band, 

to be observed in champion-fashion. Tllus among the rest, was it - tllat 

no man should bear a sword more tban one ell long; so near, at least, 

sllould each one c10ze Witll his foe. Then got they c1aymou1'8 (short tlrlck 

broad-swords) made for tllem, that tbe blow8 might tell Ihe better. None 

of litem had less slrenglh singly, .than XII common men togetber. Women 

and cbildren took Ibey never prisoners. Never should thcy llave Iheir 

wounds bound up, lill tbat48 110un had passed." •••• "Tbat cuslom bad 

tbey also, that they never len led over their lhip, and never reeved Ihe 

eail for a Tempest's sake." ttt 
S"' ..... See Index, art. ODE~. B,ro" has a t110Ught somewl1Rt similar: 

"The risiug morn will view the Clrlefl embark; 

Bnt waves are somewbat treacherons ill the dark: 

• Wi ... ,,,..,,', "Syorise. SkuDa Lilterotar," n. 529. - t S.", Ril .. Hlf~"', .f 
a.fin', I. 153. - tt XIX. 24. - ttt Hill/" """ Half. CIo_,.;.-· Sa,., cb. 10. 

See alao the 71h 81h aDd 9th .trophes of tbe magnificent 16th ch. iD tb. 

lame Saga. 
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ADd revellers may more .ecorely Ileep 

On silken couch than o'er tile rugged deep." • 

&or.. •• "This profeaeional hostllltywas so thoroughly Dnderatood, 

that when HaUd .. , with an overpoweriDg superiority of force, meets 

&Botller adventurer, Niiir6., he immediately addreaees him: "I mUlt give 
thee, as uaual, a choice;" but, aiaking tlte alter.alive, simply pro po ... 

that he sllould ahandon his wealth, shipa, and arms, on condition of a 
free dismi8lal. The brave bu~caneer, tltough acknowledging tlte hopeleu

Dess ofresislauce, delerminea to periah with hia veasela j and Ilia opponent, 
not to he excelled in chivalry, then detaclles a pari of his fleet, and com

mences an engagement with equal force. Afler tltree days of hard fightiag, 
they begin to enquire what was to be gained by conquest: and as Niiir.6.·, 

squadron proves to be lit"",.... a truce is proposed, aud an alliance 
conclnded." &n.,. p. 203. t 

&._ 14. "Like tlte heroea of Homer, tltose of ancient Seaudi

navia, in the excess of tltcir overboillag courage, dared to defy tlte god. 

themaelves. 'Where is he,' exclaimed a champion, 'whom tltey call Odin, 
that warrior 10 completely armed, who halh hut one eye 10 gnide him? 

Ah! if I could but see lrlm, this redoubted spouse of Frigga, in vaia should 
he be covered willt his snow-while buckler, in vain mounted upon his 

lorly Ileed, he should nOI leave his abode of Lethra wilhout a wound. 
II is lawrul to encounler a warrior god!" tt 

CANTO XVI. 

p.,. lIS •• 'Hosl-.6.ghl on ice.' Great battles were sometimes fought 
8D the iee, as the monDtainoul regionl olFered few plains .6.tted for that 
purpose. 

CANTO XVII. 

S- 10-11. See a .imilar transformation beautifully described 

ill ."..', c.n.ir. 11. t. 
&.- 14. lIIrert, observes, p. 220. "HoUnshed stales, thai in the 

year 1170, upon tlte day of Ihe youug PriDce's coronalion, king Henry the 

Second ".erved his son al Ihe lahle as a server, bringing up the Bore's 

• Coraalr, II. s. - t Tbe utracl i. rrom rAor.~ ....... , ..... , StI,., r.h. ,. -
tt North. A.al. I. s15. 

3 
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head, witll "...,.." "'_ II, ReeoTClIDg to the maDDer." See Index. art. 

PIlBY'S 10" •• 

S- II. 'Hie sword theD grasp'd,' "History records an anecdote 

of Erik Eiegod - B_.,..., - King of Denmark, wlUch though savouring 

of the thrice-stricken harp of the Elle-maid, and plainly tn be received 
with some graina of allowance, is too apposite to be omitted here. This 

monarch was seated at the fellive board, wheD a musician waa announ
ced who profeased to wield at pleaaure the emolions of the human heart. 

He was summoned Into the royal pre.eDce, to prove Ws dexterity; but 

Jong excnsed ltimself, alleging that the mind of the monarch would be 

disorded. Thill premonition &ening merely to aggrnale cnriosity, he was 
then commanded to play, with a menace of the consequences of disobedi

ence. The musician now finding remonstrance frnitless, rcqnested the 

attendants to conceal, first, all the weapons and arms in the saloon. This 
injuncllon having beeD executed, and the door locked, he commenced his 

minstrclsy. The first piece which he played had the effect of rendering 
the whole court melancholy aDd depressed. TIle second piece excited 

them all to merriment, so that they sprang from their seats ond danced: 
llUt with tho third tlleY were wrougbt up to frenzy. In tItis fit of mad

neas, the king forced opeu a cabinet, seized a sword, and slew four of 
l1is ministers; aDd it was found neccssary to rllsh upon and coerce him 

until the paroxysm subsided. "Whelher," .dds the historian, "Ihe harp 

of the musician produced such an effect naturally, or Ihe prepos.essed 
imaginalion of the monarch were the source of tIle phenomenon, I will 
not nnlnre to pronounce." The pious Erik on recovering his self-polle.
lion, deeply afIlicled at tile calaslroplle, not conlenled wilh tile penance 

enjoined by Canule the Great, vowed to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
and pray for the sOllls of lois four 'victims at the Holy Sepulchre. From 

this delermination, neitlter tcars nor prayers could divert Mm, and he 

died at Cyprus, 1105, OD Jlia way thitlter. - BIILlERG'S D_ B;'. B;":' • 

CANTO xvm. 

&_ 9. The skill of tile SCAndInavian You til , In performing 

evolutions And caning figures Rnd letters while in rapid molion over Iheir 

'icy plains', is amazing. Often have we gazed at tJ,elr exploita with WOD

der aud admiration. 

• 8Ir ... ,'o FritAiof. p. 223. 
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CANTO XIX. 

&._ It. Hunttog and Hawking were not confined to tho immense 

(orests of the Nortll, but long stood their ground in the South of Europe 

also. Walter, Bishop of Rochester in the 13th century, madc it his sole 

employment, even when npwards of eighty yearl old; and the ladics, both 
alone and allended by their lords, winded the horn and roused the game 

with remarkable skill. Queen Elizabeth's passion for the Cllasc is well 
known. - "The great hunting matches were the means of prcservi.og It 

locial intercourse between remote tribes, and of bringing togelller the 

chiefs and principal men of the country, for tho adjustment of diJl'erencel, 
arrangement of proceedings, &c. Huntingl were often given in compli

ment to the visits of friends, and the vassals were summoned in suitable 

numbers.1t • 

S- 11.14. Gifted Birds, or rather spirits in tlleir sllape, are 

a "divine machinery" frequently introduced in the Ballads and Sagas of 

the North. This i& one out of a thouaand resemblance. to Asiatic man
ners. "Many also in the North, a& in idolatrous Israel, asserted that they 

could understand tIle cries of birds - 10 that tllCY became a language 
studied with great zeal botll by kings and pea.ants." t 

8_ lB. See a somewhat similar inltance of magnanimity, in 
2'",,,.', Bill, 0( 8cot'-J. II. 400. 

"'- itO. 'With upborne shield.' According to the old Northern 
custom, a shield was carried on bigh instead of colours, anll 'to come 

with the Shield of War' (IoIr,IIJIJ, generally perhaps, red) was equiva

lent to a declaration of hostilities. - The 'upborne shield' therefore, 
wl1ioh could only be carried between sun-rise and lun-set, waa a sign of 

open and honourable warfare. See Index, art, SHIILD, 

CANTO XX, 

8_ If. 'Fire's light-curl'd daughters,' -1l1e gracefnl and slimly
JJendi.og ........ en_. - is hazarded in tlte spirit of the Scaldic pllPaseo

logy, though neither warranted nor forbidden by tIle original'l 'SI;'''" r ..... 
~ It. 'Dealll-runes,' See Index, art. CIIRSODD, 

S- 14. "It is l,lain Ihat a more glorious crown, a helmet of 
.alntion, rose before the imagination of tlle l,oet, as he penned thi' charo 

• r..,.,.', 0 •• 1, II. '2, - t lhlilt. Bill. I. 188, 
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aCleristIc palSage. Yet Ih. lenlim •• t imputed 10 lhi, Pagan Chieftain is 

not at all overcharged: the"'", of a dying Odenite, though DOt vouched 

like that of the Christian, was more easUy exalled into joy; lince it was 

little repressed through any lenl, of responsibility, and inftated by iguo

rant enthusiasm." • - We cannot help addiug a liugle Slrop)le of th. 

celebrated DMlA-&., ., .Rq.... LH&rM, which was probably in Teguer', re

collection when he composed Ihi. Canto: -

ST. 29. 
"Ceas. my strain! I hear a voice 

From realms wbere martial .ouls rejoice. 

I bear llae Maida of slaugbter call, 

Wbo bid me bence to Odin's Hall. 

Hfgll-seated in their blest abodes, 

I soon shall qua. tbe drink of godl. 

The hORn of m. have glilhd by; 

I fall, but smiling shall I di.:· t 

CANTO XXI. 

~ I. 'e. See Remarks on the alliteralive Poetry of Ihe old Eng

lish Bards, in w ... "",·, B.",_ ., .AlOe. E.,. PHI" n. 216-280. For a valuable 

(lomparison of the Icelandic and Anglo-Suon syltems of verse, we refer 

to CrMA .. '_Nor'" MIio_, I. ad finem. 

ltI. 'His Couner.' "1£ the Levantine Achilles consnmed upon th. 

pile olPatroclaa a stud 01 proud-necked couners, tIle Northern Sigurd was 

equally careful that the lIbade 01 Harald-Hildetand .)lould be provided 

with a pompoul saddIe-horae, on 'which he might ride forth amidst Ille 

host of the slain to Valhalla: if tbe tomb 01 Bring be poetically furnish

ed with his yet surviving charger, his lifeless lide girt wilb ils faithful 

blade, that of Chilperic I. really disclosed remains of his former war

horse, amongst rulty and decayed trappingl, arms, and accoutrements. 

The Laplander interring a :B.int and combuatiblea to light the departed 

along the dark passages of his cavernous way, or the Wast ern savage, 

In addilion to garments and grain, beatowu.g, as in mockery of the pa!

lld corple, "dea coulenra pour ae peladr. ," betrayed DOt greater blincln.e •• 

• 8IrM" p. 25,. - t Berin,', .,m-." 'N""'" PH",. We ",nuld ha.e pre
fernd the list Iiae to hne raa thas: 

I f.lI, but Iialb, aDd IaUBhiog die I 
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tlan Ihe philolophJe Gruk inlertiag hJI 'fIalicnm bel".ea the rigid tHtll 
or Iq.nderiDg life aad "ealth upon Ihe pUe. The raage of maa·. dilco
"eriel is cut Ihorl at the gr."e, aad beyoad thil point e'lln Renlalion 
eeemi rather meted out to dilpel delulioD than to communicate kaow
ledge."· The ScylManl had the lame lIurial,oultom. al the Soandia."ianl. 

S- I. ·Corn-ean.· In England, 10 late al in the reigJl. OrHeDry 
vm. Brid",,,e are inrormetl,·· wore a garland of corn-ean. &_,. The Iynonym .. for ,.u, in the old Scaldic Poelry, are 
almolt nnmberle... Many of them are fouDded UpOD legendary fable. 
"hile lome are elegantly esprels!'II; lueh ... ) al .I,.. •• (the Ocean-god'l) 
~.t; '"ie'. (Venus') I'nrr, .... fI-. of .... _irf (from itl lIeing 10 generally 
made inlo Bracelell by the Nortllmen); IA. fir. of .... *- (pointing, laye 
8ftiw, tt to the gold-beamg flooD of the Caueaeue), &0. It Ie called 

""-."", for that the Pigmiee who peopled the billa nd c."eme hael 
ao ""--'-rIIiII •. 

CANTO xxn. 

B_ II. 'A Sun in blood.' - Painted blood-red. 
"'- III. "SO when Baldwin, Count of Flanderl, wee invesled

an. 1204 - by the Crueaden wilh the Ealtem pnrple, "Ille baronl aDd 
knightl, agreeably to Byzanlin. cuetom, elnated tIle Emperor _ • Bwl/w 

aDd bore him into tile church of 51. Sophia." ttt Bolh Ihe Romani aud 
the NorlhmeD had thi. CUllom. For a general or ruler 10 be railed on 
the 'Shield of War' wee an nident token of Superiority! 

"'- N. 'Time' •• pr.ading Tre.!· See lades, art. JGDUIIL. 

CANTO xxm. 

S",_ t •. 'An air-born~" The TraDelator cannot call to 

mind the esiatence or any national popular SYDoDyae for "HigrIDg;" 'eM
Mer,. .. Ie 100 learaed, and the MiT.,. ie the lately adopted chnd of • fo-

• &r.." p. 268. - •• ",., ".,. AlII. - ••• Pr. JUa, SlL8ldalL8p. eb. 3s IDd 

45. - t "Now wllea tbe Goda b.d .. te tbem OD tbeir "''', lair hid Ible

iDa aold pi Iced apoa tb. Soor of tbe Bill, .ad thia .parUed lad lIabted ap 

the H.II IiILe aato lire, - just II ia V.lhell aworda were laateed of lire." 

D •• eh. 33. - tt ."""', I. 365. See .1.0 tb. "..,. JUa, SlL8lchbparm.I, 

§ 3S-46. - ttt Mil"'. er-.Ia, II. 144. 
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reign desert, while S1fal and ... ""'" &c. are all too 1ndefUaile. - ""'hell 
Nature stretchea her callv" of vapour, and wit)' a pencil of re:o'exibie and 

refrangible light draws fanciful images of objects in themaelns fantastic, 

a less susceptible and inexperienced observer dlan Frithiof might be par

doned, should he give to the picture ideal touchea, and ascribe tl18 vision 

to preternatural Agency. The architectural skill oC fancy is elegantly 

recognized by John Lander - the African Travell8l' - in his poetic and 

afFecting monody: -
"With bounding ateps I gain'd ilie hill's .. cent 

To muse in silence on tlle firmament, 

Where orient clouds that met my raptured sigbt 

Seemed blissfnl lakea in seas of ailvery light, 

Rocks, mountains, caverns, precipices bold, 

Refulgent towers, and ,_""" IHdfl .. ill ,.",: 

And borne aloft on rancy's soaring wings, 

Were gorgeous thrones and palaces or kings," 

Lit. 6_,., Ja. I, • 

S- t{S, 'Time's pure Spring.' Mimer'8 Well. 

CANTO XXIV. 

&-- IJ, 'Thc Serpent twisted: "It should be observed that the 
knot. wont to be engrllven on Rnnick monnment., to denote an indisso

luble bond of :fidelity and affection, were commonly .. ,IIif_; that genn. 
of serpents, alone, having a propensity to convolve into knots or "gyres. 

And when such anguiform knot occurs, the :first care of the decypherer 

should be directed to tIle discovery oC tIle llead j as indicating dle com
mencement of the scroll." •• 

&_ tt. 'Bell.' 'Gauntlets, See Index, art. TDoa. 

s- ta. 'Oblivion's Heron.' "As an authority for lliis expression, 

Bishop Tegnar himself refers to a passage in the Havamal: -

"Ominnia hegri 11eitir 

Sa er y:fir auldrom tlarumir 
He, oblivion's heq>n llighl 

O'er ilie toper stays his flight, 
Han steIr gew guma." Filclling rellsoll, clouding light:' ••• 

S- t4. 'The Scale.' "Our poet in this suspension of the ba

lance, might plead sublunary in addition to celestial precedent, as the 

• &roa,. p. 2gs. - •• De. p. 30,. qlluted from lId,,' riel. Gr. ",. - '" no. 

p. 308. S-.I. Itr. 14. 
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following paaaage will lestify: - "Brat Comftl bllanx argenlea Inanrala, 
biuil ponderibns, aureo altero, allcro argentco adjeclia, in ntroque 1_ •• 

,Iilia cmlata erat; talibus enim veteree nti consuenranl: id Luli, sin 
lortea, nominArnnt."· 

16. 'Gold-comb'd Cock' &c. Such are the aigns, which - as singa 
the Prophetess of the North - shall ulher in the day terrible alike to 
gods and men: -

"G61 urn Asum 
Gullin-kambi 
Sa veknr Ilolda 

At Heria fMnrs: 
Enn annar g61 
F;rrir jord BedauB 
Sotraudnr hani 

Crow'd Ms ~air-ca11 
Cock wil11 glistening cresl; 
He in Oden's hall 
Wakes the Brave from resl: 
Back the rusl-red bird 
Flung the warning sound; 
Hela's Shadows heard 

At solnm Heliar." 'Neatll the deep profonnd."·· 
s-. II. 'Grasp ye tIle Sense, or no?' - ",.,../1. I .... ~N.,. 'iP" 

an imitation of Ihe Vala·s repeated interrogation - "vitoth enn, etha 
hval" ••• - 'Know ye yet, or how?' 

8",_ ".. This Stanza is cople,1 from the specimeJ18 translated 
in an excellent Notice of Tegner'a 'ril1oi4. in Blocleoocl'. Ma,"' •• , No. 135, 
Feb. 1828. 

8_ II." These lines are also copied from the same lonree. 
16. 'Proud steeds.' Horses were frequently offered, in the old Nortll, 

among other animals. They were especially sacrificed to Oden, as Ihe 
god of War; and to Thor, in token of the Horses WMell drew the chariot 
of the Snn. Cyrus the Great also offered.,llorses to Ihat Luminary. At 
the great atonement-sacrifico at Ledemn, die ('apilal of Sreland, 99 hor
aes, and ilio same number of men, dogs, cocka and hawks were offered 
at once. t 

8_ 18. 'Presag'd its trnt]ls.' "With a similar pregnant inference, 
Ille Swedish historian (Geijer) takes ltis leave of the resinking Vala: -
"So aonnds the voice of the Northern Sibyl! faint, hnt half intelligible, 
ilirongh the long vault of ages. It apellka of olher times, oilier men and 
minds, fettored in die honds of superstition, yet yearning, even they, af
ter eternalligllt; and expressing that craving. althongh in faltering pllrase." 
1.339. tt 

• ,..,.(. II. 313, quoted iu &rD." p. 3n. _ •• Do. lame page. - "'1UJw &1.1_, 

Vulnopft. pAssim. - t Conr. DaTire I. 1,1 & 188. - tt 51ro"" p. 315. -
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MYTHOLOGICAL 

ANT I QUA R I A NAND EX P LAN A TOR Y 

IXDRL 

ALPBIII (the Historical), called alao Vtlo, was simated, says the 

H ....... S.,. I), between Romriver (Glomen) and Gaut-eUven. 

ALPBIII, (ILP-DOIII), the Palace of Frey, and chief Castle of the 

district, called by the same name, inhabited by the Light-Fairies. The 

whole region lay in the /AII'll Heaven, Vid-blain (the widely-blne), which 

the :flames of Ragnariik ahall not reach. 2) 

"AUhem to Frey they gave, - In Time', fint day., - A, tooth-gift." 3) 

ALL-PATBIB, (AI.LPAOIB) , the great Spirit 4) , Him who liveth through

out all generationa 5) t and whom we dare not name 6), the Crealor of the 

Snn 7) t and Governor of all lhings 8), the Lofty One t the Ancient, the Re

vealer ofMysteriea, the Manifold 9), &c. - the Great Almighty God whom 

all the corruptions of barbarism IlDd idolatry could never entirely con

fonnd either with the heathen 'father of the gods' or with the historical 

Oden. See 0011'1. 

Al'fGAI'ITfR (AR1'IGRIMIS01'l). "The gigantic Ion of a Viking and island 

chief, named Arngrim; and one of twelve brethren renowned utile fint 

Benerkir. These he accompanied to Samsey, whither one of them, Hiar

vard, had cha11en&ed Hialmar, a brave Swedish leader, his sueceaseul ri

val, in the favour of lngebiorg, daughter of the reigniug monarch at Up

sala. The hostile parties met" on the shore, after the Berserkir t in a fit 

of martial frenzy, had attacked and slain the attendants ofHialmar, whilst 

their chief, with his foster-brother, Oddr, ucended an eminence to re

connoitre. 'l'wo against twelve shewed fearfal disproportion, but the 

former -were in full vigour the latter labouring under emanation. conse

quent upon the preceding paroxysm: and too bran to fly, the Sa11eat 

pair reaolved to buard the encounter. After aome friendly disputatioD, 

J) Ch. I. SO al,o y.,littgtI.s.,., cll. 53. - 2) ","-IUM, GylfaglaaiDg, J7.-

3) OD eDulDg bi. Snt tnotll - I'NIit: 1UA Grimai ... ". ,tr. 5. - 4)""'" 

...... GylfaglDDing, 3. - 5) D .. - 6) I'NIit: IUM, DYDdls', Soag, 41. -

7) r.-",..., p. 19- 8M""'. p. 94. - 8) H •• W /A. ,_-""irq', &p, eh. 4. -
9) Podie IUM, Grimnism61, 41-51 • .. ,... ... IUd., GyUaslDnlng, 20. 
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it was agreed that Hialmar, as the moat perilons emprize, shonld engage 

Angantyr; whilst Ilia confederale braved tbe eleven. Accordingly, after a 

preliminary cODllilion had been exacled by Ihe Berserk, that if he fell, 

his sword should be inlerred ,vilh ita owner - "ok vii ek hara Tyrfing 

i liang meth mer" - the dnel commenced; and was long cllnlinned with 
tremcndons fury and reciprocal wounds: the reek - aecol'tling to the 

Chronicler - ascending from the nostril& and montb, of the combatanls, 

as from a fiery furnace. AFter standing for some time "spectator of the 

fight," Oddr drew 011' his 0l'ponents; and having appealed to their cour

age aa cbampions, and not slaves, and to tbe ancient ellict, "man to man," 

was first confronted by lliorvard, wbom be quickly despatched, and suc

cessively 1,y the survivors, who all shared the same fate: W, wronght 

Inver tunic, presented to him by a Cair enchantress -AT("', - in Ireland, 

defying t]ae edge of alecl. Unscatbed he returned to the spot, where he 

had left his friend, waging doublful conflict, and fonnd Anganlyr fallen, 

and Hialmar seated upon a hillock, pale as a corl,se. In rbythmic reci

tative, Oddr questioned and condoled with his ghastly comrade, who 

taking up tbe strain, replied: -

"Sar heli ek sulan 

slitna brynjll 

.vart et m~r fyri sjcinnm, 
sllkat ek ganga; 

hneyt mer vith hjarta 

hjorr Anganlyrs 

hvass blotbrefill, 

herlh i eitri. 

"WollDds sixteen I rne 

Cleft my belm and head, 

darkness clouds my vi"", 
fails my feeble tread; 

Fierce Angantyr play'd 

heart-deep pangs I feel, 

DwarCs two-edged bis blade 

poison temper',1 'teel. 
"He then commenced his Swan-Song, which extends through .bc 

stallZas, and having closed it, expired. Oddr tben deposite,l tbe Berserkif 

with their arma, cumulating a harro,,, over them; and having completed 
this laborious task, carried the body of lais friend to the ship, and sailed 

for Upsala. The Princess betrol]tcd to Hialmar, overpowered by the me

laucholy tidings of his decease, died of a broken heart, and was buricd 

in the .ame tomb witlt her lover." I) See TIBPI:'IG. 

ANGANTTa (DBB:IIU:'IDSSO:'l), was Jarl of tbe Orkney •• His father Will 

Jarl of GOlland, Qnd a renowned warrior and Sea-King. On Angantyr's 

lint meeting with Thorsten and Bele, they came to pilcbed combat, and 

after two days hard figllting, followed by a severe duel (bollt the cham-

I) SI,.,," F,"i/Ai.(, p. 21l9-
4 
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l,ions IlanlUng on one hide) - Iwore rOller-brotheraMp with each other, 
and were inseparable tn Illeir after-ronngl. After the conquest of the 
Orkneys hy Ille Iltree united braves, - "Bele oB'ered Thorslen the Islanu. 
Ihal Ill! sltonld be Jarl Ihereof; bnl he aaid, that he would aot h .... e it 
10: - 'ralher will I be R Herae, and ao not separale (rom Ihee, than be 
Ulled Jart anll lin far away from Ihy side: - Then oB'ered he Ihe same 
unlo Anganlyr, Ihe wltich he slraightway accepled, becoming Jar! over 
11\e lelands, anll binding himself 10 pay Iribnte every year Iherefor." .) 

A~CURVADIL, (or A.~CRVATOILL) TOI PORD OP aolUlow, a name per
hap. given from Ille hlne colour and transparency of Ihe sleel. See IWOIUIS. 

ARM-IUXC, (Bracelet, Armelasp) an ornamenl, usnally of gold, 
conslantly and extravagantly worn by Ihe old inhabitants of ScanwnRTia 
&c. To such an extent was IMa praclise carrIed, Iha. it gave a separale 
appellation to lite precious melals, - ~I'" Ii'''' or laA 6 ........... 2) - Ihe fire 
of the wrisl, or wrist-B.ame. - The enslom perltaps arose from Ihe conYa
nlenl and agreable form in wltich Ireasure was Illua aecured about Ihe 
person, al a time when property was extremely insecure. But Arm-ring. 
were also frequently regarded as Amulets and lalismans, and I]leir use 
undoubledly came from the Easl, where we find Ihem retained 10 this day. 

ARMS, of all Kinds, and often of greal rarity and beauty, were 
always publicly worn by tIle GotMo nations, W]lO introduced lhis cuslom 
Inlo Son them Enrope. But especially al Ibe Ting I Diel, and all ot]ler 
folk-mOles llle free Northman presented bimself "armed up 10 the leeth;" 
and, in proportion as he laid aside his .. ~.-. his 1i6"./in were gradually 
filebed from him hy noblea, priesls and tyrauta. - In God's good lime, it 
II 10 he hoped, be wlll take hack both the one and the other! 

ARNCRIM, fatller of .UICANTTR and his Xl Brothers. 

A8 or ASS, (Golh. Al'IZ, Elruscan AIS), Chief Pillar or Support, 
God, Demi-God, Hero. Plural ASAIl or .BSIR, Ihe divine Race, firat applied 
10 tbe Asialio followers of Oden, and then to tIle last predominant Scan
dlnadan Deities w]lose namel IheT had "Iumed, generally. 'When com
pounded, il becomes A8.I.-; as ASA-BALDIR, &0. - See AlClRD. 

ASA-BALDIR, AU-TUIIIl, &c. See BALDIR, TOOR. &c. 

ABCbD, or 6odIa' •• I, Ibe celestial ahode from which Oden and 
his Alar descended on Barth 10 MaA •• or Sweden to mix witll the child
ren or men. Al tIle same lime, it ligniJiel the original seat or Oden tIle 
]lero, on Ibe river Tanais. 

I) TA • ."", V.M .. , ..... •• s.,. • .. b. 24. - 2) S ... Eddtl. Skald.bp. 45. 
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AlKER (ASH). "Then said Gangleri (n. w..".,..".): 'Milch methink.a 

was it which tbey had accomplished, when tIle heaven. and the earth 
were made, the eun and the heavenly bodin were placed, and day and 
night had been ordered; but whence came the men W]IO live on our 
globe?-Har (IA. Lop, 0".) replieth: 'As the Sone of Bor (tA. O..u OM. v,,. 
..... Ve) walked along the eea-ehore, found they two trees, and taking 
dIem up, made of tllem .... 'l'he fir.t gave unto them epirit and lire, tIle 
aecond uuderstanding and movement, and the third fealuree epeech ]leadng 
and sig]lt. Garments gave they to them alao, and names; the man was 
hight AlMr, and tlte woman.li:.6"'1 and from them have come all mankind, 
to whom it was given to build in MidgMd." I) - Listen also to the Vala! 

"Till Tbree came "Spirit tbey held not, 
Yon Troop from out, Tbought had they noue, 
AlAR - all loving Nor blood nor voice 
And strong - to tbe .hore; Nor beauteous hue: 
On tl18 land they fonnd Oden gave Spirit, 
Little wortll And Thought gave Hiner, 
Aska and Embla And blood gave Loder 
Lying alllifeles.: - And beauteous hue!" 2) 

We fiud curious re.emblances to this My thus , among the Greeks 

who aBirmed tbe human race to be tbe /rllil of lAe Ad, peUat; Jta(!not;, -
the Latlu~, whose Pop""" meaus Poplar, - and the Persians, who thouglu 
mankind were descended from _ ITH. 

Asslza, See TI:'fG. 

ASTBILD, Love, the Cupid of tIle North. - From tile Teulonic rool 
AST. Love, Dcsire, and connected with "",In', or hlln, (German 0" .... ) 

the feast orVenue among the Britone and Germane, lind ASTAaTB ASDTAIlOTR, 
&0. the Syrian Venus. 

BALDBR, (TDa POTBNT) related to B.', Ba,. &c. Lortl, a title of the 
SlIn, Hence Balder is the SODrce of light and life, Ille delight of Gods and 
men. IA. ,ootI. - "Oden's sccond son is Balder; ••• so fair is be in feat
ure and so bright, Ibat II shining eplendour surroandeth him • • • the 
wisest of lbe Asar is he, and the most sweetly-speaking, and thereto most 
mild. Tbat quality, also, followetb Wm, tllat JUs doomings never can 
be changed." 3) But alas! the 'Guardian oC Valltall' 4) is tltreatened by 

I) IS ... EtItI., GyUag. 9. - 2) &OW. &lJd, VI"',,,. •• 17. 18. - 3) S ... EJJ., GyIC.g. 

22 - 4) I'a'...,.... 38. 
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milrortunel which gain him the melancholy titles 'the bloody God' I) 

and 'tbe weeping GOd'll), Oden him.eU visits the abode orHeI3), but only 

to gain a confirmation of Balder's dreams, Then taketh Frigga oalh of 

all exislences, living and lifele .. , that they wonld not harm her son; bnt 

the tender mistletoe she neglect., and this becomes his bane. As Ihe Gods 

aTe aiming at hilll os at a mark, '0 ahow iliat 118 is now invulnerable, Ihe 

ever-evil Loke placel]l the young plant in the hands of d18 blind Hilder 

(H., .. <I), direels ltis aim, and - Balder falls! - "and tbis is Ihe greatest 

misforlune WbiC]l has ever befallen Gods and 1\len!" 4) So soon as the 

Gods had somewltlll recovered from this blow, they sent Helmod (110, B,. 

rok) to Hel, commi8sioned 10 oll'er ransom for her prey; dds she granled, 

on condition Ibat every tiling, living and dead, lamenled Ille deceased.

"This all n/\ture dill, men and animals, earlh and slones aud trees and 

every ore; for lliOu hast surely aeen ]10'11' those tllings weep, when they 

come from the coM inlo Ibe helll. Now as t]le messengers are journeyiug 

110me •••• tltey find a giantess called Thiick, who annverelh IbuI: 

"Thiick will weep, hut Nor of dead nor of living 

Wilh dry tears, Forro I Ihe son; -

For Balder's dealh-pile: Let Hel ]l01d fasl what she hath!" 5) 

TlIis was attributed to Loke, and lerribly was it revenged. BIlt 

Balder sl1all r"""" , with d.at New Earlh of w1tich Ille Vala sings. 6) -

"Tbls beautHull\lylllos is undoubtedly an imllge of Ihe leaf of II.e seasons 

(Ihe life of the year?) deslroyed by"Vinter, and of tlle subscquenl re-awa

kening of Nalure by the Spring. But at the same lime it caniea wilh it 

anolber. and more remOle signiliealion - being a symbol of all lime, and 

of die changcs of Ihe great year ofthe world, and in tllis sense il implies 

R higher meaning, as it represenlS Ihe general dissolution as a conscquence 

of Ibe lirst ,lealb of Ihe God (Gnd.adild) - tbe dealll of Goodness and Jus. 

tice in the worM. Balder relurns, followed by reward aDlI llUnisbment, 

by a n"v bellven and a new earlh. Tbrough this, and al Ille same time 

the inviolable sanclity wllich Ibe Nortbern lUYlhology attachos 10 an oalh, 

it rises above Nalure, and acquires R moral value for mankind." ,) See 

BIIBIDABLICII, RODER, LOIIE, IUIINA, VALl, WRITE GOD. 

BALDBI\'S RAGE, - "at Sogn, in Norway, a Sanctuary consecraled 

10 Balder, WIIS surrollnded by an extensive enclosure, and consisted of 

buildings conslmcted wilh great C08t. There was onc temple for the Gods, 

r) "61"'1"'. 36. - ll) S". lUJ.. Skaldaltap. 5. - 3) Vr''-''I''iJ.. - 4) S". lUJ., 

Gyl£ag. 49. - 5) D •• Do. - 6) V., • .,.... Itr. 62. - ,) 6~" S ••• iliA .. H.,rler. 

J. 354; Iran •. in the 'orrig". II ... Ap. 1828, p. 5~1. 
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amh auot:&±er for lEte Goddesses of Valhall, - the latter, especially, ell:

tremely hidh." I) 

vRAiDEa'll ili""yaB, prllpHly bur"llg ol Eils corpse, logether with 

that of Nanna , on his ship lUngllOrne wltich had been pnshed from shore 

bf ihe PPRiCh-:&±iiitesi Hy'rroidln (/iF! WAi,l",iRd). clHiiecriEilh Ihi :&±Raz
iDg Pile wjth lLi. Hamrn@'r, and GOI)a, !\lIen, ftDd. Oiu",. ••• Gnlh1pd to ,. ... llTP.S.. 

thiRl 80imW ai hRS fali:1) anilller SiiRC, )mwevel, it is lihnonhlHone 

wilh his feslival, B./-Ia". the solar fire, usually kindled (commonly with 

frlili'i-obiRined Il.e ht or EHay. "It W"i als" not lRifreq"linlly 

kept on Mid_IfI<r-u!I. from a not nnnalural idea, that of all Il.e days in 

th" :&±car iliat in liarll"ilar ,i",nld &e2R"leI1 whidl the lRn Willi the 

lon"est predominant; and it was ohserved by fires from a nOlion no less 

natnral, that there was a pcculiar filness ill making ofFRliingi the pieat 

go:&± nf d,,:&± froilli llia Oli" elemRnt.'" 

BARROW, (perbaps derived from BIIRG, hill) Grave-mound, sepnl-

l.eRE l waR vaSl illiass eariRulDd ,l"nes l'",,'ed ", Rr the ,emilliili of 

a chief Or warrior of renown. Commonly one or more timbered or walled 

clHl.mberl proilliied CO'p,e f"im CORill'it W2ih Ihll ,oil 'l,elf. Pllch 

Burows or Cairns are found in SCl\ndinavil\ and in tI.e Brilish Isles, Po

laRiR and :&±llRssin lspeR"lIy ihe SiRr'pes e£Tariilp. "Tile bRRliacri npon 

these deserls (near Tromsky) have for many years continued to dig for trea

aUi", dep",iied Ihesii tnmn15 anck ihe Hillsia" liourl lliing informRh of 

these depredalions, dispalched an officer to open such of the tumuli R8 

were too large for the marauding T'!lllios und"Rlakl, He Rillcetild the 

biRil.lw KargR" dimRiisiolll, and deep cov.lRing Rarlfi gnd Rmne, 

having been removed, tbe workmen came to three vaults. The Cell/re 

ami iilrgc'i COlliiliiRing bOm" of th.l chic, was ilillily P"RinguR,hed ihe 

aword, spear, bow, quiver, and arrow, wllich lay beside him. In the vault 

bep"nd IdRl, til ward ll'R,iell feili lay, mere hORRil an·.! ·hridlR End 
slirrups. 

or nrc 
Tile body or tbe prince lay in a reclining poslurt upon a aheet 

, ellil'ndilih rrom head fooi Rnd lilOII,,·,· ,heel goU , of 

Ibc like dimensions. was spread over him. He was wrapt in a riel. man lIe, 

bORdRrcd all hilld. shdded wi,l. rilhies e)Jl.lR.llds, .&lis llnld, 

neilh. brliiiit, a,d arms naked:, anI' wilhout any ornament. In tI.e lesser 

vault lay the princess distin:&±ilished by l.er female ornaments, She was 

phRRd redininp iigainll the 'iiill, ,,,'th a hilld l ,In Dlau.&l link" set 

wilh ruhies, round her neck, and gold bracelets round her arnlS. The 

iiilll. pii""",,,"l NorhiRh ArdlRiologZ, :1) 

GI."II'!I. 



254 

head, breasl, and anna, were naked. The body ,vas cOTered witb a ril'h 

rolle, lml withonl any border of gold or jewels; and was laid on a 8lu~el 

of fine gold, and covered over willi anolller. "rhe fonr sheels of gold 

weighed 40 Ib8. The robes of boili looked fair and complele; bnt, upon 

touclting, crumbled into dUSI." I) 

.... VTA.-.TO,.., (MAllu-aTU:fB, or 8"-0". Ct. TOR PALLBrf) wall a Darrow 

and lofly block set up 10 tho rememl,rance of a dislinguislted cwer. 'l1te 

custom of erecting Inch monuments was as old as Oden hin18elC. "Over 

aU Ihose men wbo any manly exploit llad performed, should JIIu.M-SIMtn 

be raised." 2) Sometimes they stood on a Cairn, but more commonly by a 

palh-,vay - "Sisle, Viator!" - "But, wlIen we consider ilia continnal 

warfare of our forefalllers, and lite respect paid by healhenism to Ihe last 

duties to tIle deceased, - they were probably also raised over men who 

had faUen far away, no friend or Kinsman near Ihem, as Ihe only tribnte 

that could be given them by ilie home-abiding and the stiU-auniTing, 

and as a compensation for those fnneral offices WWell it was impossible 

for the relatives to fulfil." 3) - Baula-slones, owing to their exposed form, 

are now rare even in tlte Nortllj The oldesl whose date is positively cer

tain ascend to the Xth Century; llIe mosl recenl come down 10 Ihe XIIIth. 

Fritlliors nauta-Slone, re}lrcsented in tl1e Frontispiece, is a remarkably 

tiue specimeu of llus antique Scandinavian Remembrance-Slone, and mnst 

boast an age of more tllan 1000 years! - Silblime', indeed, is the maxim 

of llie Ancient Oden: -

Sonr cr betri , 
., Oil sll sjJ) of-alinn 

eptir genginn guma: 

aialdan bantasteinar 

Btanda branlo nrer, 

nema reid ni"r al uif;). 4) 

Tis good to I,oast a Son, e'en tllollSh 

Bul latc tIle lender plant sl10nld grow, 

Nay! Ihollgll lito Sire lLimself halh died. -

Ah! sel<1om Bania-Stones arise, 

Just where Ihe broad palll pleasanl lies, 
If Dot by SOD to Fatller sanctified! 

BUR. (Cat. 11). "Poplllar tradition givea Ibe Bear ilie Itrenglll 

o( XU men, and the Lap and Fin regard Wm to IWa day al lome thine 

I) lkl1. J __ • I,OfII P.",,,,,,,,,. t. P.1Wt. 1_ 209. - 2) v_,lilt, • .s.,., cl,. VIII. -

3) O.ijlr, S.,e Ril .. f1'1"." I •• 5,. _ " S_. ''''''e, Uaumal, al. fl. 
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supernatural." I) (C.III. Xl. "SO, wIlen tIle .pouse of Rogni related her 

ominous (1 ream , that "n bear entering, tore up Ille higll seat of ilie Killg, 

nnd baving brandished lIis paws, to tl10 terror of tllem all, at lengt)l seized 

them powerless in his jaws, tllns creating indescribable consternation j" 

he evaded her conclusion, replying, that it foreboded "tempestj since Ibe 
object imagined was a ",W.-6.",," In trulh, it scems nOI iIDl)robablo 1l1at 

our poet had in view this very passago of Ille Volsnnga Saga, for Kost

bera immediately proceeds to narrate a second dream, in whidl an ""I. 
was the aclor, and ",Mell she alleges musl forebodo ill, aince Ille Mrd ap

peare(l to be the disguised form (A •• r) of King Atli, w]108e treachery ahe 

foresaw." 2) 

BELB, was Ihe son of Skale, aOlI succeeded his tather in Ihe King

dom of Sogn. - "Witlely was Belo renowned in every land." 3) 

BERSBRR, (BARB SBRR, Bare shirl, unmailed warrior). The Berserks 

were a class of eombalanls in whom military entllUsiasm often developed 

ilself either as assnmed frenzy or real maiIness. Even cbains could scarce

ly restrain them 4) j inlIeed Ihey were Ille nalnral excrescence-growtll or 

a period wJlen (om and fi,", 61 .. tI and 6r,,'.1lI, wero Ihe melancholy reverse 

of IJle medal of pirate plnnderings. Friend or foe, breast or buckler, 

.Iick or stone, dead or living was tIle same to an excited Berserk: ungo

vernable in his fnry, ho would wildly wander 

"R.unning an Indian Muck nt all lie met." 
"Snbsequently Ibe denomination seems to have been applied to 

ferocious champions, sometims relained in pny as a body-guarll to tllo 

sovereign ••• In process or civilization, 1110 worll, once a title of honour, 

became, as it is employed by Fritltiof, a term of reproaclt." 5) 

BERSERK'S-covaSB (Berserksgllng) Ille fit of fury wWcb seized 111e 
Berserk when dangerously excited by bis martial frenzy. WIlen under 

the infiuence of IIIis paroxy~m, lie was a raging wolf to Iii. friends, and 

an nrmed maniac 10 IIis enemies, and only force or tIle hattIe-field could 

subiIne or exlillust his fury. One method wMch bis companions look in 

SUCll cases was, 10 form nn impenetrablo wall of shiellla about him, keeJI. 

fng him there like a ,vild bull in a net till 1tis savage force was spent. 

- "But !tis (Oden's) men rn~hed forward wilbout mail, and were JUad ns 

110gs or wolves, and bit UpOll Illeir &llields, and were liS sirong IS bears 

or bulls. 1'len slew tiley, and neither iire nor iron Inid hold upon them. 

I) A.", ... ., u." Not 8 till XVI slagen. - ~) Sir"",', Fr;/It;'f, p. 137. -

l} Tw,n ViIi_, .. ",,', &p, eL. 17. - 4) Stull 6r_ Lib, VII. - 5) &,.."" 

I" 153. 
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This is called the B".."1c·,-. .... I) "Their custom was it, when they 

were witlt I]leir men a]one, and found the B".,nA·,._n. coming upon them,. 

that they went up on Ihe land and fought with great stones or trees. For 

the misfortune had hefaUen them, that they had killed their own men 

and had spoiled their 8Mps." 2) - We cannot help adding the description 
of a Maller, Whu wrue. 'With aU the correctness of an Antiqnarian and 

all the feeling of a poet: -

"Profane not, youth - it is not thine 

To judge the spirit of our line -

The bold Berserkar's rage divine, 

Throug]' whose insl,iring, deeds are wrought, 

Past human 8trength and human thOUg]lt. 

When full upon his gloomy soul 

The chaml,ion feels the influence roll, 

He 8wims the lake, he leap. the wall -

Heeds not the depth, nor plumbs the faU -

Unahielded, maille.s on ]le goes 

Singly against a 110St of foes; 

Their spears he holds like wither'd reed., 

Their mail like maiden's silken weeds; 

One 'gainst a hundred will he strive, 

Take countless wounds, and yet survive. 

Then rush Ihe eagles to his cry 

Of IlaugMer and of victory, -

And blood he quaffs like Odin's bowl, 

Deep drinks his sword, - deep drinka W. 10ul; 
And all that meet ltim in Ws ire 

He gives to ruin, rout, and fire, 

Then, like gorged lion, seeks some den, 

And couches till he's man agen. -

Thou knowst the signa of look and limb, 

When 'gins tIlat rage to overbrim -

Thou know'st when I am moved, and whYi 

And when thou seest me roll mine eye, 

Set my teeth thlll, and stamp my foot, 

Regard thy safety, and be mute." 

w.lI .... Scotl, Harald the Dauntless. m, 8t. 8. 

I) YII,lin,. S.ga, ell. VI. - 2) UIT.,.,.a Sa,., ell. 111. 
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Blp·1I0ST or BAP-BOST (the TIBMBLINC BIIDCB). - "Then asked 

Ganglen ('1u W..r-J, 'which is the path to Heann from the Barth?,_ 
Then auwereth Har en. r..p, 0..) wilh a amile. 'Nol wisely hast thou 
DOW questioned; ia it not ,aid that the Goda made a Bridge from Barth 
to Heann, and that it JUght is Bi/rNl' TJU, mUlt thou enre han seen,
perhaps thou callest it d_ JLUa6.w. Three colours hath it, and is exceeding 
.trong, and is buUt with more strenglh and cunning than other worb. 
But however strong it is, it shall break, when Muaper. Sons advance to 
ride thereover, awimming their horaea over mighty floods and so advan
cing. • •• Bifrost is doublleaa a bridge right esc ellen I, but nought in all 
the world can atand, when Muspere Sona come forth to baule· ... 1) _ 

"Then demanded Gugleri, 'Brennelh fire onr Bifrosl?' Har replielh i 
'That which thou aeeat red in the Bow, is burning fire. Frosl-trolls and 
Mounlain-Uianta would go up to Heann, iF all could journey over Bil'rost 
that might choo18." 2) - Q,ijw observes 3); "In II" Persian lfythology 
also. we find a Divine Bridge, TCHINAVAD. resembling Ihe BArIlOST of the 
North. flAT .. , I, 257. n. 584. The CIa .. ic Mylh calla this heavcnly bridge 
the lIIi111f W..,. 

Bat via sublimis. ccelo manifesta sereno 
Laclea nomen habet; candore nolabilis ipso. 
Hac iter eat Superis ad magni Tecta Tonanlis. 

See CJALLAII·BOII:f. HIIIlII.oLLL. - 0.i4. M./, I, 168-170." 

B.lOIIN BL1T.oLND. (BI.oLB BLUI-TOOTH). - "TI18ir" (K.ol'~ and Trona's) 
"eldeat child was Bjorn Biliand. His teelh were blue of colollr. and an 
ell and a 11al£ atood they from out JU. mont11: therewith slew he people 
in baule, or when that he was enraged." ,> 

BLOOD-SAGLE. so called from a diatant resemblance of 1118 mangled 
body to a apread Bagle. - To carve tIle Blood-Eagle is a common ex
pression in the Sagas, and waa a cruel punishment worthy of an ase in 
which children were toased on apeara! It consisted in cuuing the figure 
of an eagle on the back of the aufl'erer. leparaling the ribs from the back
bone. and drawing the lung. from out the opening. This terrible nn
geance • however. which was aleo called the Bto..l-o.l, waa only taken OD 
detuted enemies or the moat wretched 'rillains. 5) 

BUCILIT, See ABMIII:fC. 

BUCII (the SONOROIlS), the Bardic God. and fourlh 10D of OdeD 
and of Frigga. "Distinguished for wiadom is he, right eloquent and rich 

I) 8 •. lUg. Cylfag. 13. - 2) D •• 15. - 3) s ... RiA .. B./48', I. 344. - 4) n.,.· 
,,,. ViM", ..... ·, s.,., cb. III. - 5) See BII' ..... Ltrl6rolr', s.,.. 

5 
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In words, and the Masler of Song." 1) He was represenled by the figure 

of an old mlln, wilh a snow-while beard reachiDg down to his girdle; 

but lIte lones of his golden harp, and the sweet music of his voice chaunt

ing the exploils of Gods and of Heroes. proved thai his genina like his 

immorlalily (for he parlook in common with the olher Gods of the .pples 

guarded by 1tis Sponsel was always yonng. Mimer's founlain, open only 

to bim and Ollen, is 1]le well wllence flows his flood of poeay; and mys

terious rllncs engraven upon his longne, imparl irresislible faacinalion to 

every effusion. 

"The A,h, Ygdraai1, 

18 bcsl aUlong Irccs; 

Skillbladnir 'mong ships; 

Odcn 'mong Illc' Asar; 

'Mong horses Sieipnir j 

Best it Bierost of bridges. 
Br.,. _, &'1011, 

Habrok of hawks 

And Garmer 'moDg II0unda." 2) 

See IDUNA. 

BRAN, Ihe favorile dog or Frithiof. His Dame seems 10 have beea 

,ugge81ell by a passage in 00.,. 3): - ""\"Idle-breasled Brau came bonnd

ing willi joy to Ihe known patb of Fingal. He came and looked towards 

the cave ,vllcre the blue-eyed lmnler by, for he was 'wont to 'Iride, 

wilh moming, 10 the dewy bed of the roe. It was then Ihe tears of the 

killg came down, and all his soul was dark." 

BJtBIDABLICB, (THB BJtOAD-SDIIU~G), The Castle and Dislrict of Bal

der. "There is, also, a 1,Iaee Breillablick hight, thlln the which no 

spot is morc: fair." 4) 

here said: 

Breidablick higllt is 

There "'here Balder halb 

Built bim a Hall, 

"Notbing impure may enter Iherein, as is 

In that land wltere know I 

Ruue-staves are fewest 

Dead men tbat wake!" 5) 

BRETLA:'iD, (Brdl6ntlu Lad. the LAND of the IIUTONS), the name givell 

by the old Scandinavians to the coast and provinces or W.k.. Occasioll' 

ally it was eXlended to England in general. 

BURIAL-FEAST, See GRAVB-ALB. 

CAtR)!, See BARROW. 
COESS-PLATING has been known in the Nort]. from the earliest 

times, and was doublless introduced by il8 Easlern colonialS. 'fIle boarda 

were often ltigltly valuable, and were reckoned worthy or adorning the 

I) &0. Edd •• GyIrlg. eb. 26. _ 2) B... lUb, Grimner', Song. atr. 45. - 3) 

r .... r •• VIII. - 4) .~ ... Ed"", GrU.g. cb. I,. - 5) Do. ,,10. 22. - B... IUd_, 

Crimner's Song, str. 12. 
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temples of Ihe Gods. t) Specimens Itave been found in the Cairn. of 

Norlh-Easlern Russia. 2) In Eigil. s.,. we even fiud some kind of Playing 
.a-. mentioned. 3) Tlte Icelandera are 101M. day distinguished Chess

players, and our games in general, bolh with and witbout ,lice, are con

alantly occurring iu the Sagas. 
CRIIIINIBS were not used by the old ScandinaviGns. 

COBSLBT-JL\TEB, (lIaTNIO-JL\TABB) is an expresaive Scaldic eIlithet 

for W.r-8 .. .,.". 4) 

DAT. - "Norvi or Narfi. was hight a Jolun [evil Giant], W],O 

Ilwelled in Jotun-home. A daughter had he, called Nit'" (Neill). She was 
dark and gloomy like her race, and waa given in marriage to the man 

hight Nagl£ari t and their son was called Autltr (or Udr). - Next took 

she him, who was Annarr Itigllt; their daug]tter was named 'M E.,tIa (Jorlh). 
- Laat of aU had she Ddli_,. He was of the Asar-race. and their son 

was D., (Dagr), who was light and fair like aa his falhers. Then took 
AUfalher Night, together wilh Day Iter aon, gave them two horses and 

two cars, and aet them up in the heaven, that lltey should eaclt jonrney 
round the Earlh, every twice XlI hours. Night ridea before, on that 

horse called Hrimfaxi, wbieh every Morning bedews the Earlh with the 

foam lhat drops from his bit. That horse whiclt Day hatb is higbt Skin

faxi ," - ("or also 81.tI' 5) t - "and fi11et]t both air and Eartlt with the 
lhinlng of bia mane," 6) 

"Forth his Sleed drove 

Delling's Son [Day] 

With slonu ao precious 
Rich aurrounded: 

DELLINO'S 80N, See DAV. 

The slreaming man~ far 
M __ lighted, 

Drew Dvalin's aport [the Sun) 
Car-drawing horse," 7) 

DIAR, A title originally applied to Odell and Itis Chiefa. "There 

[in Aaglrd] waa it the custom, that the XII Pontiff-Guardians of ltis 

[Oden'a] Court were the highest. They should superintend tlte Sacri
fiees, and judge between man and man. DIAB were tltey called, or D,..U

_." 8) This ,.,.;'111, allpellation was claimed by all the presumed descend
ant. or the DiP;'" races; bnt in proportion as tile Sl,irilllal gave way tQ 

I) Eitil. """ AI ..... .,.. Sc,., cb. 8, 9. - &",.1" S,. s.,., cb. 17. - 2) &,,,,,,.,.-
6",. No.doltl. Enr. nod A,ieo, p. 356. - 3) "Tall tbat, _em _j"ft leU Ie., 
tllegar ookku. IHI anou •• <lgar." - 4) H,...",.. s.,a. ell. VII, Itr. 18. -
5) S •• Ed"", Sk.ldskaJlarmal, ti,. 58. - 6) D •• Gylfag. 10. - i) .~_. Edd., 

Odeo's Rann-d,annt, .tr. 2.\. - 8) Yn,li"g_ S.!I. ch. II. 
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lila temporal power, Ille ilaotinical Dr"" wa~ merged in Ibe bailIe-leading 
..,.t) 

DIIT, WillenRgemot, Folkmote, PnMic Meeling of tbe armed 
freemen of a District, is synonymous (in the more extended meaning or 
tha laUer) with TING, which sea. 

DlaGI, 8ea DUPA. 

DIUB, (pl. of DIS, Deity, Goddaas) is aD appellation appropriatea 
10 the Goddesses collectively. The great annnal Upsala audiee wa. 
eaUea DlNr-i1Gl. 

DIIAB-DALI, Panilleon-Valley, an appellaliYe from some Disar

Temple in the neighbourhood. It was in a aimilar Di .. r-~.le that Qneen 
Helga committed suicide. 2) 

DlsAR-SAcalFlcK, (DINr-.,r". D ...... -6101). The great mid-winter o!'er
ing to the Gods and Goddesses, in Sweden and Norway. 

Dlua-SAL, (The BAtt, Temple, of the DIUB). Pantheon. 
DUGOI'f, (DRAKI) waa a common name for the ola Scandinnian 

War-ships, ana extremely well Rnswerea to their general fonn and appear

ance. Such gallies were also called aerpents snakes and worms, &c. 
ana the smaller sorl anails ana sbeUs. - "Yet Ihe ancient poeta hy no 
means limitea their range inlo the animal world to the reptile race: we 
find shipa designated Ille sea-king's horse, reindeer, bear, ]ulrt, elk, otter, 

woll, ox, elm-jade, &c. ana in the Krtln-tll the ignoble ass illelf supl'l1e. 
an appeUalion for Ihe laden Tessel: -

"Rodino Tar ..:Egia asn! Tltere whilst braying weapons atrow'a. 
cirarr i dyn geira." ..:Egir'a aS88S lost their load." 3) 

The ScaDilinavian 'Dragon' haa often silkeD or cnriously wrought 
saib, of Tarious or striped colours, and was some times gorgeously adom

ed with gUding ana painting, - while the richly-embelllshed War
Shields ran, ahining, along the bulwarks. We Iranslate _ deacriptioll 

ont of many occurring in the Sagaa: - "Great paina took King Rolf 10 

lay up well his Dragon 0riIt,,"_. and all oYer from 'the water's edge 

had he the same full-painted with divers colonrs. both yellow, red, green, 
blue, black, ana di!'erent ahRdes of gold. The Dragon-Head [the figure
head of t)le Tessel] had he adornad with conlels, and chain-work went 
also across .lla neck, On the ship's-bord. wherever ha thought it might 

be lui table , caused he gilaing to be added. Much mora magnilicenl was 
this ship tban any other, ana aeemed 10 surpa.s all other nasels as lUng 

I) Con'. O'ifrTl s ... Ril .. flif"", 1. 494. - II) B" ••• &0, •• th. Xl, - 3) S",.",. 

p. I~. 
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Rolf surJll\9~ed all olJ.er King. here in the Norlhland." i) See NOle 10 

'Oak' Canlo XIV, aud art. IIA-BoaSE. 

PIlAPA. (BARP-SUNO DlaGI. from fir.,. to strike) the Death-Song. So

lemn CI,aunt or rhythmic Panegyric harped by the assembled Barda at 
the funeral Banquet of a distinguished Prince or Hero. Many 8uch Songs 

of prabc, of great antiquily and utraordinary and lublime beauty. are 
llill utant in the Icelandic Literature. - "The public orator of ti,e 

Northman was I.ia Skald. metre his conTentional language; and where 

Jlopular opinion rcgarded death as a triumph. and futnrity as a scene of 
festinties. elegy l.ad been reToltiugj laudalory and gratulating Itrains 

wonld be alone appropriate. the sltout of exulting enthusiasm mnst cheer 
the apolbeosil of ils hero." 2) 

DaINItIKC'B081'r8 were nsually of poUlhed ox- or nrns-hom. lome
times of wood or iTOry. Commonly they were pronded with feet (of 

lilTer &c.). and need not therefore be emptied at once. Another lort 
was withont any support, and wal necessarily drained at once. Some 

Drinking-homl were of an enormonl lize, and Tery finely wrought wilh 
omamentl and runes j olhen again were Imall and aimple. 

DWAIlP, (DVAaO). - "The Cyclopes in miniature; the miners of 
the North, apparently identified with the aborigiual Finna. These pig

mies. tbough hideous in form and maleTolent in disposition. are admilled 
to haTe excelled the Tery JEslr in mechanical Ikill and metallurgy. A 

.uperiority Icarcely to be dilpuled, lince we find them not merely for

ging hair of gold to replace the lockl which mi.chieTons Lok4 had ent 
from the bright-riugleted wife of 'rhor; but fabricating a golden-bristled 
boar from a akin commilled to the forge: a ring (Dr....,. ... ) from which 
others pcrio,lically distille,\ j and a ship - BIi4",",rtir, the gliding laminll!, 
- which supplied its own breezel. and was so conveniently elastic. that 
although capable of containing all the JE,ir with their arms, it migbt be 
folded togetber Ind put into the pocket. TI,e Dwarfs, mythologically 

regarded, betray their descent from thn mysteries of tlte Cabiri. the fa
bricators of the ark. "The natives of Iceland Itill term D.".,. .. i4J any 

workmansl.ip wJ.ich tIley wish to describe as particnlarly artHicial." -
B .. II.,. ... ·./e.I."", 192." 3) The Dwarfs dwelt in rocks and cavernl, and 

had quickened from the body of the .laughtered Ymer. 

I) QllAri" ... 11 &If • ... , tb. !l6. - :.) SW.." p. 263. - 3) D •• p. 48. 
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EAIlTII, Daughter of Nigltt, Bride of Oden , Motlter o[ Tbor, Sis

ter of Day, Floor of Heaven; 1) &0. 
"Say thou tlLen, good All·wise 
(For all lUan's beginnings 

Sure tbou, D,varf, dost know;) 

How Ihat .Btull is hight, 

Here [or mortals lying 

In each lep'rate world? -

EAST-SEA, (lh/mj6.) the Ballic. 

.Btullo 'til bight 'mong men, 

But 'mong the' Asar "'0. 
w., tile Vanir call it; 
6,.no.u.l'tI Jillnar (Uiants) say, 

6'--;" Ille' Elf-race name it 

6,. • ., Heav'D.'s Powers cry!" 2) 

BPJB-SUND, "at the Orkneys ," subjoinl Bishop Tegner. - E,liHJ. 
E.;' on Mainland, and P.,._, ... _,. have each been proposed al the mo

dern sitel. 

BINBIRIAB, (Single combatants). - "Oden is higltt AII(.lIur. for 

that he is the Father of all tIle Gods. He is alao called V.I/allur [FatlLer 

IIf all the Cbosen-Slain], Cor that his chosen Ions are all they who CaU 

in battle. These receiveth he in Valball and Vingol£, and there are they 

llight EUJo"ifIr." 3) - "Then alked Gangleri 110_ [Wqfarar) , 'What have 

the Einlteriar to drink, wbich call Inpply tlLem together with their meat 

[the flesh of the ever-renewed hoar Slllhrimner), or is water their drink 

tllere?' - Tllen answerellt Har (tlle Lofty One ,) 'Wonllerfnlly Ipierest 

thou now, that Allfather Ibould bid to Ilim Kings or Jarls or other Chief 

mell, and .honld give them water to drink! And, indeed, many men I 

trow come up toValJlall who, we ahould think, had dearly bought their 

water.drinking, if no beller cheer could be expected there, - even luch 

as have suffered wounds and pains unto the dealh. Nay! something very 

dill'erenl have I to tell Ihee thereaboul. A goat there is, higltt B.j4nuo, 

[thna resembling tIle ...... 1110 .. of tho ancienls] which standeth up in Val

hall and biteth leaves from tlte branches oC that right famous tree called 

Leratltr. Now from out her teats tllere runneth so muclt mead, tltat ahe 

Alleth therewith each day a drinking·vesael (tub) so Itnge that all the 

Einheriar are made dranken tllerehy: Then quod Gangled, 'Most carioas 

surely is that Goat, and right excellent mast be tlte tree whose leavell 

.lle croppetlt." ') - "But wltat are the pastimes of tlte EUJo ....... wltne they 

are not drinking?' lIar replieth; 'Every day when they Itave taken their 

garments apon them tltey array themselves Cor battle, march out to the 

great Courl·Yard of Valball, and 10 fight manCully, felling each other 

to the earth. Such is their aport. But wheD. it draweth towards the 

1) S .. , BtltI., SlLlldslLaparrual. ~h. 24, - 2) s .... EU., Song of AII.Wisr, olr. 

10. 11, - 3) S., Ell"., Gylf.g., eh, 20. - 4) Do, 1'11. 19. 
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time Ihat tbey shall break Iheir fasl, Ihen ride they home to Valhall, 

and sit down to drink. As it is here eaid: 

"All the Binheriar 

In Oden's Town 
Hard battle every day: 

Dealll-champions choose Ihey, 

From the Conlesl then ride 

And reconcil'd bit at Ille board." i) 

BLKS - were formerly abandant in the Scandinnian woods. As 

these gradually became Ihinner, tlley abandoned them, to leek out the 

wild forests farther north and are now almost unknown in the soulhern 

districts of the Peninsnla. 

BLLIDA, (THB SlIaF-ClITTBR). The engraving of tllis, Frillliors 

favourite Dragon-ship, ia taken "from the descriplions in Ihe Sagas, as 

compared with facsimile drawiags of the celebrated Bayeax-Tapestry. 

Many of the old Scandinavian war-sMps mnst llave been exceedingly Itrlk

ing, and their general appearance probably very mnch resembled the 

Roman and Grecian gallies. 

PUNIR, (F--Of-i" tIle WIALTB-SPINNBa) the famous Dragon who eat 

brooding over tIle enormous wealth procured for tIle death of Otter. -

"The beautiful allegory of tlte dragon who conceals the treasure, ana 

transmitting it from hand to hand, makes it the conlinaal Itimalns of 

new crimes, of constantly increasing atrocity, and illnstrates the dreadful 

power of the ..,i ..... 1-. over the heart of man, ia the same in the 

Tentonic as in the Skandiaavian Romances," 2) 

PAIRIBS, (AIfw, Blves) were descended from Alfnr, a son of Oden. 

Tltey were river-genii (from BIf. stream) and are I]le source of 06 ..... and 

his merry tribe, - Elf, AU, Alp. becoming Aube, Auheron (in french). 
The Scandinavian peasant, in many diatricls, still devontly believes in 
the Elf-race and their pranks. 

FBNals, (from F •• ,i, abyss), - one of the three monster-ofrspring 

of Loke, - eea giant wolf, which - as lite Edda relates - wal kept al

most from birlh amongst the lEsir, until alarmed by ils monstrous growth, 

and certain ominous prophecies of its future destructiveness, they re-

10lTed to lecure it by a chain. Secure in conscious might, it permilled 

diem to try successively varions fetterl, WhiC]l it broke with easc; but 

at lcngtll ingenious Dwarfs fabricated a cord of six n18terials, which titus 

became rarilies or non-entities: tile lound of a cat's Ire ad , tlte beard of 

a female, tlte roots of a monntain, the nerves of a bear, the saliva of a 

I) 8_. BIIII •• Gylf.g. d •. 41. - Ill) ,,'i,., ..... Bil'. of ,A. Nor''' •••• p. 8111. 
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bird. and thc brealh of a Iah. Thb ligature appeared 10 llight, tltat the 
creature suspected artiice; and would not aui'er it to be wound around 

ile limbl, before ile keeper, Tyr, had placed his hand in ita mouth, AI 

a gnaranty that no treachery waa deaigned. Their enemy was thUB en

chained, but Tyr'. arm paid the forfeit, and at the appointed da,. of the 

mundane catastrophe, Fenria ahall burat ila fetten, and devour Oden. -

Thia wolf, according to Mallei, ia a aymbol of Time." I) 

Plu-caoss. (B""-¥. Bid-Staff), was a ahort atair, one end of 

which was burned with firc, while the other was perforated willL a cord. 

Thia, on any preasing emergency, was tranafened from diatrict to district 

with incredible rapidity. and the addlaon of a few runea or marke would 

atill more cle~rly explain the verbal mellage. The aimplicity of thia ex

pedient was admirable, in timea when civilization and ile accompanying 

arts had made auch litlle progress. Sir W.&'r &011 remarke 2): "At sight 

of the,...., Cr.... every man, from ahteen yeara old to sixty, capable of 

bearing arn .. , was obliged inatanlly to repair. in his best arma and ac

coutrementa, to the place of rendezvou8. He who failed 10 appear adered 

the extremitiea of fire and aword, which were emblematically denounced 

to the disohedient by the bloody and burnt marke upon this warlike aig

nal. During the civil war of 114,5-6, the fiery Crosl often made ita cir

cuit; and upon one occasion it pasaed through the w]lole district ofBread

albane, a tract of lhirty-two milea. in three houra." Traces of this cnatom 

are lIill found in the North of Scotland and Sweden, bnt only in the 

Song of the Bard ahall we again atart at 

"the Croll of fire 

Which glanced like ligllt'ning up Sirath-Ire!" 
~ H.' __ thus luml up, iu his Icelandic Lexicon, the yarie

tiel of the Bid-atal': - "Signum, quo con'focari contribul.. aolent, eat 
lignnm, nonnumquam ferratum, forma __ quando negolia regia expe

dienda aunt; /MI. quando inopina neceasitaa, ut cmdea palra.a ant invasio 

hOltia cogit conventnm; et ......,;. quando neceaaitalea oeconomicm et pia 

corpora aunt objeclum cClnaullatioDia." 

POLIlVAlfO, (Ihe RECEPTACLE of Ihe PEOPLE'), perhapa from the mul

titudel who thronged ils halla. - "Freja is the moat illuslrious of .he 

A8ynjor [Asa-Goddesses]; ahe hath that dwelling in heaven, wllich is 

hight '011....,. Whenever ahe rideth to battle, ahe takelh the 0118 haH 

of the fallen and OdeD the other, as is ]lere aaid:-

J) Slro.,', IIrilAio{. p. 312. - ~) Note F to tbe lAd, of lA, LeA •• 
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"Fo1kvang 'tu hight, 
Where Freja doth rule 
O'er seata in the Hall: 

Of heroes who fall, she 
Half takea each day, 

265 

And one half Oden hath." t) 

The Godde .. of LOTe was thua, tike the Venua of 10 many other 
nationa, also the Godde .. of Death. 2) See nBJA. 

"poasaTB hight is, tlte son of Balder and of Nanna. the Daughter 
of Nep. He hatll that Han in Heaven which is called Glitner, and all 
who draw unto him with queltions of dispute, let out again on their 
road fnII reconciled. Thus is hi, Judgement-Court the beat known to 
either Gods or Men. As is here said: -

"GUtner'l hight that Hall, which 
High gold-pillan bear, 

There Fonete dwelleth 
Almoat every day -

While lilver roofs it over: 
Forsete waa worshiped in 

terior to the tnilln Bddas '). 

Disputes arranging friendly." 3) 

the uland of Beligoland, in times an-

P08TlHAGB was commou in the North, and was a mark of mutual 
coddence and respect. It was also the substitute of the period for 
Ichools 5) &c. 

POSTII-a.OTBIBI were educated together, and when faat friendl 
formed alliancea wl,lch were Ileld sacred, comprelteuded severe dutiea', 
and were not aeldom 8trengthened by mystical ceremoniea. But not only 
memben of the lame household, atranger-cbampionl also wbo had tried 
and proved eacb olber'l courage and accompliahmenta, entered into thil 
d •• ." NCr_ band known to the Northmen, 6) and which was founded on 

community of goode. '7) - Sometimes the form was accompanied with offer
ing their blood to the tutelar Gods of their alliance, but generally it was 
aa followa: "The hand-muacle cut they ao that it bled, and went out and 
slood under a long-cut IUp of grasa-turf, Iwearing there the oath - to 
rnenge the one the other, sbould either of them ran by violeuce." 8) 

"The Highlanden lay, that affectionate to a man is a friend, bnt a foater
brother is al the life-blood of his heart." 9) 

PHA.NAI, (BBADLAND), a Promontory on Sogne-frltb, Bergen'a Stift, 
Norway, on which Frithiorl BatBle lay. to) 

I) s.. EU., Gylr.g. 24. - 2) conr. fhiiw' .s. .. ft. ".(11. I, 361. - 3) 8 ... EU." 

cb. 31. - 4) 10 tbe VIII ceot. See Orin', ibid. p.g. 292. - 5) See tbe loog 
ud .. Insble note or £ifioIr". Ornr Odd's Sag., p. 236. - 6) r_,ri. 
""'u', S.,. &c. 'looted by Lifiqr ... , 10 Lil TrlOllatioD or 0,.., Otltl', S.,., 
p.243. - 7) Bigir, .11 ....... .r, So,., cb. 2, 4. - 8) rA .... ' ... Vi/JiIJ,_'. Sa,., 
cb. :u. - 9) r..,..', 0.11, I, 174. - 10) All tbe Ltna"-I"-W-' or Fromnii. 

6 
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PaBU, Ihe Venul of the Norlh, wal Ihe DaugIllu or NiGrd and. 

Skade. "Freja is Ihe most d.1llinguiahed of Ihe Asynjor r"next 10 Frig
ga." 1)] •••• Her Hall il Sesrymner, and large aud fair it is. When 
.he farelh abroad, ahe ridelh behind. two cats hameseed 10 her car. She 
dOlh favour such as call upon her, and from her name 11 that name of 

honour, that dames of high rank are hight Frejor [Fmar, Frauen]. Well 
liketll she Songs of Lon, and. good is it to invoke hcr in our wooingl." 2) 

"She took in marriage the man hight (lder (Odr); their daughler i. called 
Hn08s, who is 10 fair tllat every thing beautiful and. precioUl is named 
s .... after her. (lder joufnied far, far, awa,.; Freja weepeth al'terhim, and 

Iler lean are Ihe red. gold. Man,. names Ilath Freja; the cause thereof is, 
Illat aIle changed her name of len, when Ihat Ihe wand.ered among u.n

known peoples to aearch after (lder. 3) Frcja and her brother Frey 
are often confounded, a thing not to be wondered at when we remember 
the D_ v .... and the God '.Arrf!OIITO' of the aDcienls.'} Thia Godde .. 
WRS wonMped from an earl,. period. b,. tbe Lombarda, Vandals, AngU, &e. 
- and was invoked b,. Ihe Anglo-Saxons 10 preside over the day IheDce
and still called 'ri-d_, (',.,.-...". See POLRVAI'IIO, VAl'IADI8. 

PUT was worshiped at Upsala, logether wilh Oden and. Thor. 

"Niord, of Noatun, got after that two cMIdren. The Ion wal hight 
Frey, Ihe Daughter Freja; fair in featu.re were the,., and right mighty. 
Frey is the cltiefeat among the Asarl be mleth over rain and sunshine 

and the produce of the Earlll, and on him it is good to call for harvests 
and for peace. Over the goods of men mleth he also." 5) Frey, "th. 

wise one" 6} was, howenr, propiliated with human blood. i) 

PIIET'S BOAII was called Gullinbursti, (IA. ,old-mIlo) and it "aa 
perhaps from tltis circumstance that Ihis ravager of the fields was conse
crated and aacrificed 10 the Ood"of ferlilily. The same animal was also 

consecrated to the Indian VilA_, and the Egyptian Sun-God was called 

Fr. or Fr.,; and to Ihe Sun and Moon the,., like Ihe Scandinaviana, devoled 
tbe swine. 8) The old English CUllom of Ihe 'Boar'a Head at Chrislmaa' 

and ill neigl.bourhood whicb occur 10 Ihls work (oppo.ite tbe eagrned 
Title. ood prefixed to Cantol I. IV, VII and XVI) Dre extremely failhful. 

They are eogra.ed from 5 large paiotlogs (from drawiogs taltea by himself 
un the Ipot) by Herr Calmeier. a distinguished Norwegian artist born io the 
Distriet (Bergen) iIIostrated by hi. pencil. _ I) S •• Ed"". Gytrag. ch. 35_ 

- 2) Do. eh, 24. - 3) Do. ch. 35. - 4) M ..... 06 .... 8.1"" •• 1. 111. 8. - 5) S .. 

J;dda, (~ylr.g" 21" - 6) S-. IUd., Skirnisfor, Itr. I, 2. - 7) Su. 0 ..... 

11. UI. - y.", .... , .. SII, •• eb. 18. - 8) FiNI Ma, •• ,"", Nord. Arch. 
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was doublle.a from Ihe aame aource. The aame worda will apply 10 the 
'Brilon bold' and 10 Ihe hero of Ihe Nortll: 

"And he drinketh of hia bugle horne the wine, 
Before him alandeth the brawne of the tuaked awine." 1) 
"It was the custom of theae feaela to bring in the boar'a head in 

great atate; some limes the whole boar lLiJ)Ulelf, atutFed, and Ilanding on 
his legs •••• carried by Ille Master of tIle feaala and the servanta, wilh 
the trnmpets aounding before him." 2) In like manner "two awans orna
mented wilh golden net-work having I)een broughl in, npon Iheir being 
placed on the lable, the king (Edward] rose, and made a ao1emn vow 10 

God and to the Swana, Ihat he would set out for Scolland" &c. Il). One 
more exlract will aulice on thie ceremony of -u." derived by the French 
from the Norlliman province of Normandy. - "Followed by a train of 
female a , and accompanied by a band of music, tlu. qneen of Ihe feast 
pompously entered the hall, bearing Ihe bird [the Peacock] on a dish of 
gold or anver, and placed it before the masler of the manaion, or beforo 
aome guelt most renowned for courleay and valour ••••• This glorioua 
destruclion [the Carving] awakened such enlhusialm in the knightly 
carver, that it waa uaual for him to rise from hia aeat, Rnd, with his 
hand extended over llLe bird, vow to undertake some daring enterprize of 
love or valour. The form of Ihft oath on this occasion waa, - 'I vow to 
God, to the blelled Virgin, and to Ihe peacock, to &c: "V\'llen lie ceaaed, 
the dish waa presented 10 llLe ollLer guests in succession; and llLey vied 
with each ollLer in llLe rashne .. and eXlravagance of tlleir promiaes. This 
ceremony waa called, tile 'Vow of the Peacock' (Veu du Paon)." ') 

PIlBY'S swoaD, "whicll was ao good a falchion tiant it fought of 
Il8eU", 5) Wal given )y him to Skirner, as reward for )Iia embassy to 
Gerda. This whole I,egend is delightful, but an _6rid,_ntI would sl,oil 
ils beauly. It is found .al large in the Eddal. 6) For ils oUlline, sce 
c.aDA. 

paICCA, "Fjiirgyn's daug)ller, Oden's Spouse, Balder's ~lol)ler, 

Queen of tile Asar and Aaynjor" 7) &c. - "S)le halb tlmt dwelling Fen.al 
bight, WltiC)l ia very fair." 8) - "All the falel of Dlen knoweth ahe, 
tJaough 3l1e epaea thereof UlltO no one," 9) Sharing tlte Ibrone of Oden, 

I) a-.r, The FrenkleiD'. Tale. - II) 'I,'l ... •• BUl. of StoduJ, II. 409. - 3) B .. 

I. ~ - 4) F."u..-, of d. XII _ .. " XlII CI",. aelee. by I.e Grand, trans. by 

W.y, note. by EIIi., III. 130. - 5) 811. IUJ_, Gylfoll. 3i. - 6) De. - s. ... 
JUN, SkirDi.ror. - 7) SII, ErI"_, Sbld.kap. I'll. 19- - 8) D •. Gylt.g. 35. -

9) D •. ch, 110, 
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and at the lame time often confounded willi tile Weatller-Goel Frey, t) 

she was at once the Juno and tIle Cyllele or Ceres of the Scandinaviall 
Mythology. Frigga wal magnificent ana majeltic, ana had three Virgin 

alleudants, among wllom hII. (Perfection) waa the chief. 2) 
.RITUIO. meanl the TBIK. or SPOILKR of PI~CI. Thla Hero, the 

80n of Thoraten, 11 celebratea in the Literature of the Nortll. 

.VNIUL-ALB, See O'AV.-~LI. 
PYLES originally meant aDY ailtrict capable of .upporting an armed 

force of 50 Warrior., 3) and which haa ill own indepenaent Chief, -
thence called Fylke-King. 

OANDVIE, (SERPENT-lAY, so caUea from its tortuosity), me WJb 

BH. This name is JlOW obsolele. 

OBPION, a Goddesl personifyiDg Virgin Purity. "The fourtll [A
Iynja, Asa-Goddess] is Gefion; ahe il a Virgin, ana tlley who who die 
maids beloDg UDtO ller." .) 

"All life's long destinies 
Like me myself [Oden] 
She knoweth well eDollgh." 5) 

The giaDt-.pouse, who ploughed SeelaDa from the Scandinavian 
MaiDlalld, aDd whose furrow was - fA_ S.ul - musl have been a aurer

eDt personage. Her story is Dol wilhoUI a barbarous romaDce. 6). 
GEIBSODD, (SPEAR-POUlT). M ..... I£l GlirNcldJ, to mark one'sseU with 

tlle spear-poinl, was to earn oDe'sseIf to Oden, 7) making 9 ruDe-mark, 

["perIlaps the rune Tyr (1', T), it bearing al once me appellation of a 

god of war, aDd tlle nearest re8emblance to tlle head of a dart or 'pear" 8] 
on the breast aDd arms. This 8ubstitute for a battle-deatll was commeuced 

by OdeD, 9) and was resorted to °by the Chief. and warriors of the North 

thai an appearaDce, al leasl, of hODourable wounds migllt save Ihem from 
me disgrace of a slraw-deatll (Uri-dod, death in one's bea or of old age 
&c.) Previous to this glorious exit, they clothed tllemseivel in tlleir 

richest armour, aud prepared to meel their enemy. The ScandiDavian 
imagiDed that Ihe ,"'--tlI.1I weDt down 10 Hela and 10 forgetfulness, 

while the bleediDg champion hastened, aa he died, to joIn tlle comball 

of tlle Einheriar in VaThall. Thai thil wal a political institution! creat-

1) BBHJ'II 1M,., cb. 14. - 2) Sa. IUM, GyUIg. 35. - 3) Do. Shld.kap. 66.-
4) Do. GyUe,. 35. - 5) s-. 1Utl., LoU's Abus •• Ilr. :n. - 6) •• IUU. 
Gylfe,. cb. r. - rll,I;",. s., •• eb. 5. - '1} Do. cb. n. - 8) &r .. ,. p. 25,. 
- 9) r..,litI,. s.,., 10. 
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ing and preserving a martial .pirit among the people, like Mohammed's 
Paradiae, il more than probable. 1) 

oBan,\, (TBII oV,\BnIlD), "the fairest of aU women" 2) - "peraoni

fication of modesty; daughter or the giant Opir, Warder, and spouse 
of Frey. Thia deity haTing presumed on one occaaion to ascend tIle 
throne of AU.Father, perceived towards the Norlh a magnificent palace, 

whence issued a female form, whose glistening hair [? hands] gave lustre 
to the air and water. Afler duly recording his pangs ariling from deapair 

of obtaining this mortal beauly, his lOll of Ipeech and appetile, Ille my
thus proceeds to atate tllat through the miniltry of Ms confidant 811irwr, 

the Shiner, whom he had bribed by a present of Me sword, the damsel, 
after incredible obltaclea had been surmounted, was obtained for him in 

marriage. Her residence, like the bower of Brynhilda, -
"O! strenge is the bower where Brynhilda reclines 

Around it the watch-fire high bickering shines ," 11 ... W. 11",",. 

wal encircled by a magic :Bame, and when this had been Bafely pene
trated, dear alike to his entreaties and threats, and proof against his 
costly gifls, long did Ihe virgin still defy the ulmost efforl. of the impor

tunate emissary. But a resort to witc]tery stiU remained, and willt this 
ils irresistible arMour love ullimately triumphed." 3) Gerda is said to 
have aymbolized the Aurora Borealis. Secondary p]tenomena were usu

ally aUribuled to the giant.race. 
GIIiLIl, (.11l1li PIU). "To the southward at the end of the world, 

is a HaU, of aU the fairest, and brighler than the Sun. Oimle is it Mgllt. 
II shall stand there when bOlh Heaven and Earlh are no more. In tllat 

City shall dwell good men and righteous, from generation lVen 10 gener

ation." ') "Best il it to be in Gimle, in Heaven." 5) 

GULUB-BOBI'f, (the IIC1I1I'fDII'fG-TBVIlPIlT), will be blown by HeimdaU 
to lummon the Godl and Elnheriar to battle at Ragnarok. 6) But it i. 
also with this Hom tha. Mimer drinks out or hi. well of Wisdom. 1) See 

BIlIIID,\LL. 

GLIT:'fIlB, See POUIlTIl. 
GRAVR-ALB or GUVIl-PB.lST; - "The custom wu it in those timeB, 

that when the Anal [funeral banquet] .hould be made after King. or 

Jar1s, - he who should give the Grave-ale and take the Inherilance wu 

to .it on the root-.lool before the High-Seat, even until that Goblet waf 

I) CODr. Dill_ S_ lIiAn Bill.. I, 115. - 2) SII. EU., Gylr.,. 3,. - 3) SIroIl,. 

p. 14. - 4> S ... IUd_. GyIC.,. I,. - 5) D •• 52, - 6) SnI. BU.. Voh"p., 

atr. 47 -?) SII. BtltI_. GyUaS" cb. 15. 
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brougltt in whicll wae called the Brage-goblet (u beiug accompanied 

wi tIl some speech or minstrelsy, Sr.,., in bon our of the deceased.) TI1US 

ahould lle stand opposite the Brage-goblet, firet make a vow, and then 

drink out the Bumper. - Thereafter should he be led up to the mgll

Seat, the which hie Father had owned: So, thereupoll, had he succeeded 

to the inheritance afler him." 1) Till thi. Feut, wlUch wae often 'Very 

maguiJicent and w .. ginn in the Family-Hall, had beell accomplished, no 

one could succeed to Ilia Ancestral rights j but it could not be held at all, 

if the Chief had been privily alain, unIe.. t1!.e revenge of blood (blood
were) had been exacted by the heir. 2) 

OUVI-.OUND, See BAaBOW. 

OUD.UND, a fertile vale in tile dietrict of Aggerbuus, near Sogn, 

in Norway. It obtained iI. name from Brand, the Ion of Raum, who 

was brought up to the service of the Gods, and was therefore called 

9H-6 ........ , which name he aflerwarde tran.ferred to the district under 

him. 3) 

OBOIlIIlGAlUND, (OaBBIISOUIID), between Zealand, Moen and Falster. 

BAOlAaT. - "The tragic fate of tlu. hero i8 connected with a 

story of faithful lon, variously embeWahed, but substaDtially embodied 

in the venion subjoined. Hagbart, son of a king of Trondllelm, cruising 

with othen of his family, met two 80ns of the monarc]l of Zealand em

ployed in similar adventure: a conflict of coune eDsued, wMrh termina

ted after a bard struggle in a consolidatioD of tile hostile forces. Hagbarl 

proceeded with ]lls Dew confederates to the court of Sigar, dleir fadler, 

wbere a mutual attacbment was formed between dlt Danial1 Princess aDd 

tile Norwegian Viking. Her brothers Jlowever, rejected the proposed 

alliance, and fell victims to the indignation of ]ler lover, ,,·bo conse

quently was necessitated to fly. Aft'ection, nevertheless, soon recalled 

llim in disguise, anll beillg betrayed by a female attendant of Ms Signe, 

lie was made prisoner. A Diel ,vas then summoned, where difference of 

ol,inlon prevailed j one party deeming it advisable, dIal, as the Princes 

were no more, be &hould be permitted to marry the l\fonarcIl's ,laughter, 

and become protector of lhe realm; whilst tlleir opponent. maintained, 

that his violation of the rights of 110s11itality could only be expiated by 

J) y",Ii",. S8,., cll. 40. - 2) G'ij<rI So._ RiA .. lIill. I, 301. - J) Sf/fornl.p" 

FiI,A"II .... 11." So .. i, • ... A Nor,·i,., I, "S. 
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deatb. Tile latter connsel prevailed, and preparations were made for Jtis 

execution. Signe baving learuell tbe decision, preceded Jtim, as had been 

covenanted, by voluntary decease, first selling fire to the apartment in 

wllich she committed the acl. Thus died a fond pair to be embalmed by 

tbe Skald; or rallier to survive in the annals of romantic history long 

as a gentle eye sba11 exist to weep over sorrow, - a heart to sympathize 

with despair." 1) - Many districts in the three Scandinavian kingdoms 

lay claim to having been the scene of the lover's fate. Most probably it 

occurred at Hagbarltolm, in Nordlands Amt, in Norway. The Swedish 

Ballad called Habor and Signnd 2), which sings this legend and wltich 

itself goes up 10 the XIIIth Cenl. is far more beautiful in ils incidenls 

than the above oulline. Indeed B.'-' and Sip_ in the Norlh, answer to 

R_ and J.lid or AN''''''' and Bdo!u in the Soulh and Weat. 

RAGB, Sauctuary, Sacred Orove. 

RALPDAN, (whio]l means tbe .Ir .. , ,A_) , is a name common in the 

old Sagal. He was tile son of Bele. 

DA:II means form, shape, figure, disguise, avalar (incarnalion) 

&c. Thence A_II, g..lAi,.,.", A_.I.",. &c. 10 ellange one's shape. Tlte 

Witchcs, Trolls, Jolnar &c. of old Scandinavia Itad luch tremendous 

powers in Ihis way, I].at tlte word Ham is an eXlremcly proper appel

lative for tbe )[agician-Eagle. We find many inslances of _", tIle same 

luperslilion in tho 'Arabian Nigltls' and other Asialic Saga-hooks. 

Oods of weather and Siorm-Enchaniers are as old as .,EoIus, and were 

familiar to the North. 0,.,,,, bad a hag, ('RIled Vedurhiilgj when he shook 

tbis, suell cold and tempest went Ihereout 1]lat wilMn 3 days lakes and 

ftiths were covered with enormously-strong ice, and no human being 

could hear tbo piercing blast. 3) - By cA"';., '0,... with her, a sorcere .. 
occupied for Il.ree days Ihe place of Signy, wife of Slggeir, king of 

Gotltland •• ) - "Sucll interl'llange of person occurs, indeed, as an ordi

nary expellienl in Mytllick hislory, and probably to Ihe faculty of jump

ing inlO and ont of "a skin" at pleasure, thus allributed to the Nort]lern 
P,oIIti and Prole_, we may trace the origin of a couple t still preserved 

amougst our plebeian facelim." 6). 

RRvAMaL, (RBAVB-SONG, sublime Discourse), a Book of Proverbs 

forming the second Chapter of Smmund's or tlte Ancient Edda. Of this 

![. 1\la11et wriles. "Tlte Sublime Discourse is attributed 10 Oden himsel.r, 

J) Slrort,. p. 2U. - 2) G." _1 A/Vlii S ..... 1e FolItIHr, I, 13,. - 3) 2'Aor.mo 

ViAi",,, .. •• &g., ch. Jt. 35. conr. turt,. Rolf. Sa,., 3" 46. and 0rHr 0114'. 

Sa,., ch. 12. - 4) Vol ... , .. Sa,.. - 5) S,..""" p. J36, 
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who is said to have given these precepts of wisdom to mankind. This 

piece is the only one of the kind now in the world. We have directly 

from the ancient Scythiaas themselves no other monument on the subject 
of morality. Thus this moral system may. in some measure, supply the 

losl of the mwm. which ZamoWs. Dicenleus and Anacharais, ga.... to 
their countrymen." 1) The whole deaerves immortality in eTery language 

on God's Earth; want of room, however, prevents us from extracting more 
than thoae .trophes which have heen more immedialely employed by 

Tegner in his charming II Canto: -
St. 16. (XIII, XlV.) "Silent and One the' other infatuate •• 

thoughtful 

Should the Ruler'. child be, 

And brave in hallIe: 

GUtful and glad 

Each mortal ~hould live, 
And calmly wait - DeatII. 

Rich one man is I 

And poor another; 
Who wi.e is, ahow. it not. 

77, 78, ()LXIX.) "Riches perish, 
Iliumen periah, 
Thy own life sOOn is done j 

85. (XIX.) "Devioua wiads the 'fray But Fame .hall ne'er 

Weaded to falae friend, 

Tenanting thy track: 
Short's the pleasing path 

Plodded to firm friend I 
Tho' hi. thresbold'a far. 2) 

Die out, when e'er 
A good one tbou bast Won. 

"Riebel perish, 
Kiu.men periah, 

Thou must periah too; 

51. (XV.) "Fast fades tbe tree that This, I wot, 
Stand. by thy COl Shall perish not: 

All bar'd of green branches aall bark: Doom to mortala due:' 2) 

So 'U. 'fritb tbe tbe man no 
Mortal be-friends, 

Why should be long live on? 

68. (XX.) "Speir and speak, 
Who sage may he 

Aud 'fFise is call'd: 
With one commune, 

Not 'fFith a second; 
All th' 'frorld kao'frs what three hear. 

j6. (XVIII). "LillIe enough he 

knows 
Who nothing knowetb; 

79. (XXVI.) "Wide well-fill'd 
harna I sa'fr 

For Wealth's proud sona j 
Now bear they hope's (the beggar's] 

low stall'. 

So 'freallh', away 

Like 'fFink of eye, 
Most changeful friend he is, 

82. (XXVII.) "In the' av'ning -

praise the day, 
The wife too praise - when dead 

(burn'd) ; 

I) N.,./A, Allli,. PO",. ~5, - 2) Tbi. Staan is copi.d ItolD &",.,. p, 32, 33), 
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Praise sword - "Mch .Iooa Ihe Fray, 

And maid - ,,110 haa been "ed; 
When erosa'd - tben praise the ice, 

And ale - "hen dmnk it is. 

85. "Maidens' worda, 

Shall no one Irnst 

Nor what by woman'a .aid; 

For on whirling wheel 
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87. (XXVIU.) "Ice of one nigbt, WrongIlt waa Ibeir heart, 
Snake laid in riDg, Guile plac'd wal in lIleir breast." 

BUVllI'. - Hear t]te DwarC! 

"B ..... 'tis ]lig]lt 'mong men, 

Bi,l ,A.d. 'mong tbe Gods, 

W .. d-li," Vaner call it 

Bnl Jotnllr tll0' UI'I'ft' W."."'; 

Flliries '.ir-clil' Illy, 

And Dwarfs tbe Dr",..., B"'I." t) 

BIJD, tbe name or tbe 'Vitcb-bear ,villi Tegner, is a name Cre

lJDenlly applied 10 "cunning women" aud enchantressea. 2). 

"BIOIDALL, one God is ]aigIlt; he is called l]le Wbile As; great 

is ]le and ]101y, and was horn or maidens nine, all sisters ••• , , He 

dwellelh at tile place called Heaven-mount, near Bifros!. The Warder 

of tile Gods is he, and silletb t]lere by the end of Heaven to gnard tIle 

Bridge from the Hill-Giants: Less sleep needetll ]le t]lan a bird; equally 

leea he nigbt and day, a ]mndred milea Crom him; the graas also heareth 

he growing on the earlb, and wool on tile 8heep and all tbat aoundeth 

louder. That trumpet ]lal], he called Giallarhorn, whose blaa, ia heard 

arar through every world." 3) 

BIIMSKaII'GLA, (l]le HOMI-CIIICLE), the globe, tI'e earl]l. 

BEL, or BELA, answers to Ille Prosorpine of Ibe Lalins. She W8I 

the daughter of Loke, by Angllrhoda, a gianlels. By birl], and ednca

tion a].e was halefnl to tbe Goda. and "He COden] call Iter inlo Nifl'el

],em, giving her rule over 9 worlda, tha I abe abonld ordain ahodea for 

all who were aent to I.er, Damely such as die of sicknes8 or of oltl age. 
Mighly boildings ].alll aIle Ibere, and a ramparl and graled portals. llise

ry, is her Hall, Hunger her Dish, Famine her Kni£e, Go-lale I.er TltralJ, 

& Go-lazy her Woman-aIave: Treacherous Deceit is Ihe Threa]told over 

wMcb one goes, Pining Sicknesa is her Bed, and pale-making Grief her 

Curlaina. Site is blne 10 Iho one haIr, the other part is of human colour. 

So well known is her ahape, - terrible and gloomy is her look:' 4) From 

the name of this Goddesa, ,,"e have derived our B.,1, 

BUGS, (ODe o£ lite 80na o£ Bele) , means Holy. 

I) S-. Edd., 50Dg of All-Wilt'. Itr. 13. - 2) Do. Volo.pl. 25. - r.."d_. n • 
•• 186. - V.,.,.d. s., •• e. 10. - 3) 8", Edrl •• Cylf.g. 117. - -1) De., 34, 

7 
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RERSB, (from H". war), Captain-genenl; Iho aignity was heredi

lary, but inforior 10 Ihal 01 a Jarl. 1). 
HIGB-CRAIIl, or BIGB-BEAT, (Hilg-bilnk, the Icelandic B.-Il 01' 

(J,,4.',iJ, a Ihrone-like Seat in the centre of tIle Sonthern Wall. COllUDoDl,. 
there was anolher similar High-Chair opposile thie, on the Nortll wall; 

tho latter was nllxt in dignity to the former. The High-Seat was not re
moved to the Dais, at the npper end of the Han, till Ihe time of the 
Norwegian King Olof 2) at the close of Ihe 11lh Centnry. The tJ..I • .,. 
... htr, S././eU .... , (High-Seat Pillars) were commonl,. carved wilh the Image 
of some God; it was these Idol-pillars that Harola, the tirst emigrant 10 

Iceland, Ihrew inlo the sea, that they might guide him to Ihe place where 

he 8hould !ill: bis seulement, 3) 
BILDIXG, (the WAIIIlIOII), Ille Foslerer aud Edncator of FrithiofilUd 

lugeborg. 
RILDVII'S SPOilT, a common Scandinavian synonyme for war, and 

sufficienlly expn.ssive of the popular feeling, - CIA king named Haugnl 
hatl a daughler hight HiMnr. A king named Hedin, the son of Hjar

randa, took Iler M war-spoil. King Hangne was ahsent on a king's-mole, 
and when he speired that his kingdom Ilad he en ravaged and thai hi, 
danghter had heen carried away, he hasted with his forces to seek after 

Hedin, it being told him that he Ilad sailed norlhward along tIle coast. 
But so soon as King Haugni came inlo Norway, he lleard Ihal Hedin had 
sailed westward over IIle sea. Then sailelh Haugni aCler hlm as far as to 
the Orkneys, and when he was come tIlither hight Bit,,-,.l., Hediu was 

Ihere before him with ltis troop •• Tllen wended Hildnr nnlo Iler flliher, 

bidding ltim a necklace from Hedin in rCl'oncilialion, 'bnl al the sarno 
time', she added, 'is Hedin reall,. to give battle, nor lias Haugni an,. 

mercy to expect from him,' Hangni answerelh Ms danghler haraltly; and 
when ahe fonnd Hedin, told she ltim Illat Haugni wonld have no accom

modation, and Illat he shonld prepare for war. This do Ihey bOlh, going 
up on 10 tIle ieland and marshalling their men in bailIe array, Then 

caUelh Hedin to Haugni his falher-in-law, and oft'ereth him friendsllip, 
togelher with mucll gold a. a tine tllerefor, Then answerelb IlRngni, 
'Too late biddest thou this, if thon wilt be reconciled, for now han I 

drawn DaiNl.if. which Dwarfs haTe made, wMeh must alwlty be some 
man's bane whenever it be hared, wllieh never fails in Ihe blow, and 
whiclt givelb no wound that ever can be healed.' Hedin replielh, 'The 

J) ......... M",,,,,,. ... Nortl. AreA. - 2) 0101 81m,', .'Ut,., cll. 2. - Qrij". $» .. Riln 

HI/4,r, I, J91. 

Digitized by Coogle 



275 

Sword tboll prabest well, but not tlle 'Victory j tltat blade call I good, 
which never betrays its master,' 'l'hen began tlley that contest called tile 

Hjacling-figltt, and the whole day were battling, But when nemng came 

on, the kings returned on board their nssels. llildur went by nigllt 
to the field of war, and waked up by lLer enchantmellts all who were 

dead, aud die next day the kings went back to ilie battle-place and Couglll, 
and with lhem all who had Callen tlLe day before. So the contest conli

nued the~erore, tl,e one day afler tlLe oilier; all who had Callen, togelher 
with the Brms which lay on the field, being turned 10 stone. Bul ao aoon 

as it dawned, all tIle dead alood up and Cought, and all their weapons 
were lIew again. So is it said in old el,aunts, tllat Ille IIjading-men sllall 

bide Ihub unlil Raguarok," 1) 

"noDER, is one of the Asar Mght; he is blind, bnt exceeding 
atrong, and the Gods would willingly wish iliey never need name Mm, 
Cor bia hands' work ahall long enough remain in the memory botll of 

Gods and 1\leu," 2) Many auiliors regard him as a aymbol of ilie nighl. 

See BALDER. 

IDA-V ALB, tbe reaidence of Alll'ather and M. XII Diu in ilie Morn
ing of time. The Home of Gladness (Gladsheul) waa tlleir Palaee there, 

and "both within and without was all like gold," 3) - "Then quod 
Gangleri [the "Vayfarer], 'Live there atill ilien any Gods, or is mere yet 

any heaven or earlll?' Har [Ihe Lofly One] answered; 'Then an Earth 
shoolelll up rrom out tIle aea, and green and fair it ia, aud unaown crops 

grow tllereu)lou. Vidarand Vale lin, 60 that nellher Ihe waters nor Sur

tur's flames llBYe injured them, and on Ida-Vale tlley dwell, where As
gird was before. Then come ilie lona of Thor, Modi and Magni, and 
havo lfijilllner once more. 'l'bem follow Balder and Hoder from lIel: 
down sit tl,ey dlen all together and eommllD.e with each olher, remem

bering their runes [former arta and desliniea], and counselling of tidings 

far hack before, and of Midgbd'a-Serpent and lhe }'enria-"Volf. 'rhen 
find Ihey in the grass la1>lell of gold, evell iliose which the A.ar hadpos-

.e •• ed .•••• 
"A Daoglller bright 

Bears El£-splelldour [ilie Son] 
Before ahe's gorg'd by }'enria: 

Ride shall she tlaen, 

When the Pow'rs l Goda] die, 
Maid, on l,er 1\lolher's path! 

"Alld now, if tbou dost ask yet forilier, know 1 nol from ,,·l,enee 
it call come. For no man have I heard .peak (urlller of Il,e world'. fatea; 

Digitized by Coogle 



~76 

ba contenl nOW I therefore, willl whal thou haal learned." 1) - "The cen
trical fortress, wMch the Oods constructed from the eyebrow. of Ymer, 
and which lowered from the midst of the earth equally diltant on all 

.ides from the aea, is certaWy the Meru of the Hindoos and Indo-Scythe, 
whicll is deacribed in a manner precisely .imilar. Accordingly, as the 

Ootha termed the fiat aummit of this holy abode ft. ,,111 .. of IN. 10 the 
Hindoo mythologists denominate it U .. V...ua, or the circle of Ida." 2). 

"IDUN or IDUNA. [the SBDULOUS] , is his !Brage',] SPOllse; ahe guard
eth in a baaket the apple, of whiclt the Gods mu,t eal when they grow 

old, and which lllBke them all yOlUlg egain; and 80 must it bo till Rag
narak. ... 3) 

IIIGUOllG, (Dangllier of King Bele) means, calk'" YOIdl. 
IllOII-BBAD ('BllIIBiis).-"Their [Kol', and Trona's] third child was 

hight Harek; when he was seven years old, he was bald over all his 
head. Hia skull Wat as hard as steel, and he waa therefore called Jera

" .. [Iron-Ilead] or J"",.. .... [IronbrowJ • • •• Now it happened one day, 
that a man, if ho could so be called, went down over the mountains: 
Dever had his like beeD seeu {or size aDd ugliness I and he resembled 

a gianl rather than a man. A two-pronged spear Ilad he in ltis hand. 

Now it was so, that tho king ,ate at table during this time; and wheD. 

this terrible man drew ncar to the door of the Hall, and asked permis
sion to go in thereat, the doorkeepers refused Mm tIle lame. ThereupoD. 

atllck he at them witll MI spear I aud each of the prongs hit one man'. 
breast, and went out tltrough Ilia back. Hereupon lifted he them up over 

his head I and cast tl1em dead a long way from him on the ground. Next 
weDI he in. and atood before the High-Seat of the king. aaying: 'Seeing 

D.ow. king Ring, that I have esteemed thee ao far as to nlil thee here, 

- it aeemeth to me only thy duty not to refuse my errand!' - The king 
enquired, what it might be, and what he was called. He anwered: 

'Harek Jernhos am I Mght, and am a aon of [Kol] Kroppenbag, of India
land; but my bUliness here is this, - that ye shall abandon 10 me your 

Danchter, Land, and Men. And most folk will doubtle .. ,ay. that thy 
kingdom will be in much beller hauds, if governed by me! tIlan if Ihou 

hast 11 wlto art 80 weakly and ao old." 4) See VIKllfG VIPBLLSSOII. 

ISLB-DUIL or ISLB-PIGBT, (Holm-g5.ng, Iele-trip). - Challenges 10 

aiugle combat on aome island or rock on Ihe coaat (that Ihere might nei

ther be deceit, assistanoe, nor elcape) were the commoll _U of ol'end-

I) 8ft. Ed"., Gylrag .• ~". 53. - 2) 1'.6,,'. Orig. P.c. Idol. I. no, - 3) s.. 
EtlN. GyU.g. a6. - U TAo,., ... Vd;., ....... !M, •• cb, 3. :a. 
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ed Scandinuian honour. Til. whole aYllem of the old Nortl1ern Itat .. 

rested upon Indiddualiam carried to an enonnonl esc.... Itl necealary 

conaeqllence 'miglLt is righi', club-law, followed; and al supentitioll and 

inlrigue ,""" ... ,,, made the lit ....... and at last the • .....-d the 'Irongelt, the 

liberties of lit. ,...,,1. fell. 

~ADAB, the present J-,,",., in StavaDger'. AmI. 

UBL (Earl, Thalle) was originally the tille of an independent 

Chief ill the North. Nellt it waa borne by Norwegian Princes 1); then by 

tributary gOTemo,,; and at laat by any Viceroy, Major Domus, Mayor dll 

l'alais &c. It espiredin Ihe Uth Century. Tile Scotch .ynonyme, Thane, 

died out in 1476. 2) 

~OTIII'IBBIJI, the Home of the Jolnar. "The deeds of A.a-Thor are 

narraled in the Eddas. He was continually cngaged iu conflict with Ihe 

Oianta, 'frolds, and all the enemies of the goda; and in this combal used 

the arms of Ihe elder [Thunder-Ooll, Aukar(chariot),] Thor; the thunder

bolt and ita aymbol, the all-crullliDg hammer. Nowllere wcre tlley secure 

from his a\lack; since every morning he underlook. some new espedilion, 

and, like the lIercules of Grecian fable, was unweariedly occupied in 

assailing and endeavouring 10 eslirpale the foes of the gods. Aa Ihe elder 

'flLor, however, waged 'War against tlle aborigines of tile land, ao it ap

pears that the youngcr directed his hoatility againal the vOlariea of the 

ancient gods especially, who would not concur in the Odinite reform

ation. Accordingly, the old Icelandick poem, rA ... "".,., expres.ly tesli

fies dill 118 espelled all Ihe Jolnar deities, and overlhrew their altars. 

The adherenll of tile ancient failh deserled Iherefore, in a great measure, 

Skaudinavin, and Hed wilh their gods, first, to Finnland, and subse
quently further toward Ihe ahore of the White Sen, where Jotunheim 

aud Utglrd, their dwellings lind the seat of their religion, were." 

~lIl11ALA, (TUB SIIPBBMB), from time immemorial the Finniah term 

for tile Great God. The Legend 4) of his splendid Temple is lliltotically 

unlrue. "To llim no tokens were attributed, aud no diMinguialling qua

lities. He ..... ; Ille only, the higlLeat, he who l1imaelf in'VIaible governed all. 

In Biarmaland was aet up his Image, by itlelf; the lower deities llad 

nothing luch." - "Northward on a cape by Vin-l, -(The tiYer Dvina) 

Itood tMI Jumala-Idol, within a IpOt consecraled thereto, and surrounded 

by a lofty paling." 5) Riclt and sacred it waa, and became a kind of 

I) Ju, N.,.r. A,,'k. - 2) RUlli", Arell. IX. 330, - 3) 1tI,rdn, 1.86, quoled by 

Sir""" I" 308. - 4) 'looted by Deli", I, 184, from B,n ... .r ••• 11 s ... ·• Be,a. 

- 5) .dno ...... Lirobok I Fiolaods Bi.toria Deh Geogrd, p. 9. II, 
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natiollal aancluary for tbe ],'inniah Tribes, - ··It lRay be worlby renl .. rk, 
tl&al the name J_W occlln in the list of angelic princes, given in Ille 

apocryphal book. ascribed 10 Enoeb." 1) 

LICBTB:'IIIR, a tille of THOR. 
LICBT-PAIBT, a good Elf or genie. The Llgllt-fairiea inhabited 

the third Heaven, the Ether. "Brigbter are they tllan the Sun to look 

upon." 2) See ALPB! •• 
LOPlf, (Ihe BlTIIOTBBR, from ,.,. to promise), "Ihe eightlt [Asynja] 

fa ao mild and good wIlen one invokelh ller, thai ahe is permitled by 

AIUalller or Frigga to join men and women togelher, notwilhslanding all 
hindrances and difficulties. Therefore from hcr name is £.f come, anel 

'of.' (praised) wIlen one praises any thing much." 3) Lorn was thus the 
Goddess presiding over Wedloc •• 

Lilli., "(falsehood, or r..,l, Bame), Personalion of Malice anel 
Subllety comhined. The Eddaic hiograpllY of Loke presenls saverlll strill.

ing coincidence. wilh the ltistory of an earlier Deceiver. For a time, he 
ia held in high eSlimation by the JEair; nay, is the foster-brother of 0-
den bimaelf, but unltergoes a complele change of disposition. becoming 
tlte enemy a' all goodness, and the destroyer of ils repreeenlative, Bal

der. It is he who 1.eguilea Jduna, the possessor of the apples of immor
tality, oul of .&fh~ - Paradise. He is the parent of the great serpent. 

personifying the Deluge. He is lilLewise the parent of BN - Death. And 
be is bound in chains, unlll the last day, when he shall break loose 
from bis imprisonment, and wilh bi. evil confederates fight against the 
gods. The Bddalc Mythology abounds with slories of hia shrewd or tor

menting esploits, and it is worlhy remark, that Ilis esterior is repre.en

ted to be elegant and allractive j Satan as an angel of light. The fable 

of his punishment, horrible as it is. de.erves to 118 introdnt'ed. as supply
illg a curiOUI proof how many cenluries tbe Scottish bard llad been anli
cipated in the favourable teslimony: _ 

"But when aSliction rends the brow. 
A ministering angel, tltou," 

"Sec1ll'ed UpOD a rock. which sual.ins Mm on three acute apices, 
by ligam •• tl composed of the enlrails of hi. own oll'spriDg. he would be 

exposed to a perpetual guuulous de.oenl of bnming venom from a poison
oas serpent l!Upended over his face. ~i~ _ lit .,if. s;,-, notwilltstanding 

his former infidelity. remain ~.1IIIatIr .,.,,~ 6, A. """ holding a vessel w itlt 
which she intercepta tlte ralling drops. II is only during the inle"81 whibt 

I) SiroN" p. 31', - ::1) SN •• ,u_, Gylr.g, I;. - 3) Do. cll,35, 
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8he (,Inplie. Ihe onrllo"'ing vase, tllat hia 4eah recel ... Ih. ca •• tlc, which 
inllicts pai. ao tremendo •• that h. howla wilk konor, and writhing his 
agonized frame occa.ion. earlhqnake .... 1) 

LO!'lO-DIlAOOIf, "Var-Galley. See DIlAOOIf. 

MUK, Ponnd-weight. 
MEOI!'lOJABD. See TRoa. 
MEAD-ROBIf. See DaIIlEllIO-BOB."'f. 
MIDoAO, (Ihe UttIr.' r ..... , and abode OrmaJl), between Asglrd, the 

Asar region, and Ulgllrd, the Giant-land. 
MIDCAIIDS-SBBPB:'IT, (JiSrmnngandr), a Monsler, the aon of Loke and 

Angerhoda, the giant-Ilag. By command of AUfatller it was cast into the 
deplhs of the sea, "and grew so, that he lietll in the midst of the ocean 
ahont all lands, and bllelh in ILia tail." 2) He ahall break loose, anel 
madly conlend against 111e Gods on ,I. ,. •• , 4., of RagnariSk. Thor gin. 
him Ihe death-blow, bnt himseU falls, poi.oned by his pealiferons breath. 
Thi. fiend-snake was doubllell the old phyaical deity of Ihe Delnge
Ocean; bnt the idea, like so many others in Ihe Norlhnn Mylhology, ia 

of Asialic origin, and a trace of it is presened in the old Tutament: -
"In that day the Lord, wilh his aore anel great and atrong aword, .hall 
pnnis]l Leviathan the pienlng Serpent, even Leviathan that crooked Ser
pent, and ]Ie ahaIl slay the Dragon that is in Ihe lea." 3) "Perhaps beUef 
In III power might be atrenglllened, throngll the occasional appearance of 
giant .nakes, lifling np their heads from the abYIe .. 01 the Northem 
Ocean." 4) 

MllIIBB, (MElIfOaT), a Sage of tke Norlhem Mylh, who Ie accounteel 
PosseSlor of the fount of Wisdom. "Of Ihi. well, according to the Edda, 
Oden Ilimse1f was unable to ohtain a draught unlil he had consented to 
le8'l"0 in pledge for it one of his eyea, 'till .... bible in the flood. Tho mon
ocolon. Oden may probahly be Iraced to the ancient aignificant hiero
glypll, which emblematized the omniacience of the Supreme Being, - an 
.,.. Yu' is ihere moch verisimilitude in tho interpretation adopted by 
Geijer, s. 3'&7, which Identifios the lost orb of Ught, wllh the nocturnal 
snn that immer.ed in the ocean, performs its course around the region 
of .lladows. Or, again, for there is no ell:closivene81 in soch types, it 
may figure the reBeelion of the lolar disk 011 the surrace of the watery 
mirror. 1m mer waa aIaln by Ihe Vanes (SclavoniaDI), who, mylhologi-

I) Str."I, P. 16,. - I) SIlo 1l4"", Gylf.,. 34.- 3) I..w., XXVII, I. - 4) .... -

'''. I. 32. 
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tally considered, are a dark and mysleriotu raee. In the v.",.,.., or al1i

teralin channt of Ihe propheless, they are thua inlroduced: - "Brollin var 

horgnggr, &c." 
"Baller'd were Ibe burg-walls, 
Bnilded by the ~.ir; 

Forth tlew Oden fiercely, 
Fale-wing'd darla fut hurling; 

Vietors o'er the Talley First theu folk wide-wasliDK 
Val'roua Vanea adnneed , War deform'd I),e world." 

"One reault of the contliel was the delivery of MimeI' as a hostage 

into the power of the Vanel, aeriau who deeapilaling Iheir lage securily, 
lent hia head to Oden. Thi. head, embalmed wilh cerlain myslie llerbs 
and rnnie (nellnlaliona, beume oracular, and the privy-eounlenor of tbe 

mler of Asglrd. Mr. Faber, a name deslined haply to lorviTt! unlil"koow

ledge shall fail and propllt·cy .ba11 ceale ," referl to an idolalrous cuslom 
In Egypt, this singular luperslition attribuling falidical qualiliel 10 a head 
"ingeniously prepared." A mimic head of OSiril, placed in "a disb re

sembling Ihe Innar crelcenl," was annually set afloat on tIle Nile, typi
fying, according to this inlerpreler, tIle great failler, Noah, immured in 

his floaling coffin. From whatenr source it took ils rise, the notion that 

luch oracles might really be construcled, was very widely diffused, and 
it is not, therefore, surprising that Oden ,hould have had many imilalors 

or riTals in the curious art. Amongst tIle most successful may be num
hered the "tllrice-great Hermes" and our own scienlific Rogcr Bacon, 

unlil lome {ulure Willis or Sanrt shall constmct au automaton, posses

aing a power of prediclion as well as of articulalion." 1) 
MOOl'f, Brolher of tile Sun, Light of Night, "Year-Ieller, Dim

shiueI'. Haltener, Crooked, the Scarred" 2) &c. - "A mau is named 

MnndiUllri, ["Measurer of dIe Route" 3], wbo llad two cMldren: they 
were ao fair and beautifnl, that be called Ihe one M_. and the ollter, a 

daugllter, Sa. giTing her in marriage to Ihat man ltiglll Glear. Bul dIe 
Godl were 'Wl'alll al tltis pride, took them hOlh, and aet them up in bell
ven. S .. let they drive tIlose hones wltich drew tIle cllariol of the Sun, 

wbich the Gods had crealed to give liKlll unto tile world, Crom Ihose sparks 
wlIich flew from Muapelbeim. Tbese horse I are hlgllt Arv .. kr (Early
waken] and Auvllhr [All-burning], and under their hauncbes placed Ihe 

Godl two wind-bellowl for to cool them, and wltich in lome longs are 
caUed Isamcol. M_ Ileereth the coarae of the Moon-Body, and rnlelh 

for the waxing and the waning thereor. He took from tbe Earth IWO 

I) SIr •• " p. 46. - la) &t • ..u., Sbld .... p. 56. - 3) GrIlMl .... N ... tl. IIIJ1i. 
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children, Ilight Bil and Hiuki, who were going from the well calle.l 

Byrgir, and who carried on their slloulders the bucket named Slrgr, and 

the cowl-staft' (carrying-stick) Simul. Vithfinnr is .tllc name of their fal)ler, 

and these children alway roll ow Moon, aa we from the Earlh can see."1) 

- Moon win III last be devoured by a Wolf-monslcr wbo is con8lanl)y 

punning )aim. 2) - In aU tile GOlho-Teulonic languages, Moon is •• _1. 
and Snn ' .... Irw. - For Ibe rell, lislen 10 Nlgbl" Regenl's IIl1mes "in every 
,,"orId," -

"M .... bo's )llght 'mong Men t 

ow. among tile Gods, 

III lIe1's world R".,." WI,,': 

II-IJt ho's ('an'd 'mong Glanll, 

81r", Ihe Dwarfs exclaim, 

Yrttr-,.lkr Elves him name," 3) 

MIIIIVB!'{, 1)le norlh of Scolland. "Shalt thou I).en rl'main, thou 

IIgell bard! when 1)le mighly ).ave failed? Bul my fame 111 all remain, 

and grow like tile oak of Morven; which lifls ils broad head to Ibe alorm, 

lind rejoices in 1)le course of Ihe wind!" ') 

MllSPBLBBIM, (the 80:llB (WOIILD) of MllSPEL), southward in creAtion, 

"Ligllt it is and hot, and so full of fiames and burning, thai nOlle can 
dwell there ,vbo are Jlrang('rs and have no cilizens)lip (free lAnd). &a,.,. 
is he named W)IO livelh Ihere at the end of that region, and derends Ihe 

samc; a fiaming sword )IBtb he, and at tile end of t)le world will he go 

forlb, overcome IIlllhe Gods, and bren up allt).e 'Vorlds ,vilh fire," 5) 

Mt8PEL'S so!"s. Ihe Flame-Cltief8, inllabllants of l\IuspelJlcim. 

NA!'f:-lA, (MAlnl!'!), daughter of Nep, and Spouse of Balder. "So 

inconsolable was ).er aflliclion when this light of Iler life WAS extinguishcd t 

that al the sight of Jlia body extended upon the pile, s)le sank hearl-broken 
Inlo tile arms of death t and was commilled to tI,e same fiame ,vitlt the 
objeel of Iter foitbful allachment. A beaullful personification of youll.fl1l 

innoccn~c and conjngal all"('clion," 6) 

NASTIlAl'fJ), (COIIPSI-STIlAl'fJ). "On Corpse.strand is a Han enormous 

and disgusting, whose doors are toward tile Norlh. Plailed it is t like 

unlo a dryinghouse, and of nOl1ghl but serpents'-backs. All tJae serpents'

heads are tnrned iDsille 1)le bnilding, and Tomil eller t 80 that poiaon

streams Bow along IhrougJa the hall. Therein wade oalll·robbers '(perju

rers) and murder-wolves (ass8lsins), as is llere said:" - i) 

I) Gylf.g. II. - 2) Volu,pl t .tr. 32. - 3) 8_. Btltl., SODg or All-Wis., st. 

15. - 4) OniotIo, Brrutl,oD, .tl I",., - 5) Gylrag. d,. 4. - 6) .~Ir.n" I" 6. 

- ,) Gvlr.g. ~2. 
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"Strange Itall saw slle sland, 

Sun ne'er reaelt'd Ibal sbore, 

Naslrand gRve it nallle 

lIiorlltward look'd lite door: 

DrippinR venom drop •• 

Dew'd the window'd ",·all • 

Shaped of serpent spines. 

8100d tltat tortuous Itall." 1) 

'I'lte llorrible majesly, lhe luhUlne slmplicily, of llais conception 

llne never been lurpasaed in any mylllo}ogy or by any Poel! 

NIDBUGG. (5COU:-iDREL-G:fAWEII), a Dragon-montier, S)"lI1bol of En

'Vious Deslruclion. - "Tlte lerm palpably designates the "old serpent"; 

as the aslt - Yprtllil - which 11e gnaws, corresponds Wilh lite "Iree of 

life." Agreeably 10 Ibis a88nmed idenlity, we find him aelively engaged 

in lhe place of fulnre tormenlS: ao Ihe Volnspa, ,taDZa 45: -

"Wllere tlae lurbid flood Such wl108e guiling longlles 

RoU'd ils poison-wave, Wooed tlte wedded ear. 

Perjur'd, blood81l1in"l 8100d Corses piled benealh 

W relclael doom'd 10 lave. Gorging Nldbogg lay. 

"" ading deep in lbrong. Tlaere lJle wolf of IlealJl 

Loalbsome forllU appear, Rent his pallid prey." 2) 

NIPPELBElI, - "Tlte NSIVLOUS Home i lbe lowesl sub-lerraneal 

regioll, governed by Hela, and inlaabilcd by the dead. In tJ,c Elldaic 

cosmogony, it is a fignre of ~be Northern cold regions of lhe earlll, whilst 

in a alate of cltaos i tbe treasure-laollse of ice and frost, whellcc issued 

tile clcments I wbiclt coming inlO collision willt Ille fiery emanalions fron1 

Mn5pelsbeim, deposiled the mailer of the world - tJae body of the giant, 

Ymer." 3) 

:fIGBT; - "NigAt'mong men sbe's eall'd, U,,-li,'" Jolnar nanle lu~r, 

fie Mil" 0... witla the Gods, S'_6.r.,"'''''~'' Elves say, 

Dilpil. 'mong til' Holy Pow'ra i By Dwarfs Dr_-."""" 11iglal." ') 

"I suapeci that the MoITt".°Ni,,., of tile ancient Gothl wal Ihe very 

IRme as Ille ",,;'.,.,.1 ."""r Ni,,,, of tile OrphiC tlleology, and the .0-,.,..,,_ .. 

Ni,,,, or darknels of tlae PllO!nician or Egyptian syslems." 5) See DAT. 

NOIINA, pl. 1I0llNOII or Nornir), the Fates, Destinies, Parcle, 't1tree 

fatal Sislers' of tIle Norlh. All mythologies agree in represenling the 

GOIIIJeslel of Fate - (in olher ,vords tlae Resolutious and Laws of lile 

Almighty) as controlling botll Gods and l\Ien, tI,at is, all inferior orden 

and Powers in crealion. - The doom of I]le ,vise and blooming virgins 

of Valhall was so irrevocable, thai even words escaping unadvisedly 

I) Volalp., Itr. 44. translaled by Str-.", I" 1145. - II) S're .. " p. 1188. - 3) 

D •• p. 1146. - 4) 8 .... U" •• SoDB or All-Wise •• tr. 31. - 5) FII6".', Orig. 
Pa,. Idol. I, 23,. 
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Blusl he accoml,liabed. "They arc tbua clLaraclerized hy Ihe pr0l'b~leSs, 

Vala: -
"Thence come maidens, 

Mucb discerning, 

Tbree , forlb Il.al hall 

Whicb stan(ls Iree-crown',}: 

Urda highl one, 
One Verdandi, 

- .Iaves Ibey rune-scrihe 
yon third SkuIda," 1) 

"Many rig1.1 fair I,laees a.'e Ihere in lIeaven, antI a (livine ),ro

tee lion is IIlere ronnd about them all. There siandeth a Han 60 beanleons 

under the Ash~tree (Ygdrasil] I,y tIle Well [of UrdR] , ant1 from tMs Han 

tbose tbree l\hidcns come highl Urda, (l,alh been, n. P.,,] Verdande, 

[being, n. Pn ... ,.,] and Skulda Cshould or 81,aH be, TA. ,..,."..]. Tl'ne 

)(aids ordain Ihe ages of mankind, and we call them N ...... r. - nnl yet 

oll.er Nornor are there, who come to every one thai is born, and (1eler

mine hia lenglh of life; these are of Ihe race of Goda. Olhers again are 

of Elf-origin, and tl,e third sorl are of Dwarf-descent. As is here sahl: -

"Far diJrrenl hirll., ,he Heve I, Some are Asa-oJl'spring, 

Boast t].e Nornor maids, Some are Fairy-cl.ildren, 

Nor have they race alike: Some are Dvalin's [Ihe Dwarf-chiera] 

daughlers. 

"Thn qllod Gallgleri (Il.e "'ayfarer]: - 'If the Nornor connsel 
for Ihe destinies of men, snre ordain tl.ey very unevenly; for some 11 ave 

riches and pleo8onl life, while olhers have bnl lillIe forlnne or renown; 

lome llave a long life, and oll.en bul a shorl one: Har [Ihe Lofly One] 

made answer: 'Good and well-sprung Nornor give good forlunes olso; 

and wl.en mon fall into troubles, it is bad Nornor wl.o are I].e cause 

'laereof:" 2) - This 'he old Norlhman firmly believed. 'floc mosl clear 
and detenniued ( •• ,. ran tltrough tIle whole circle of his ideas, imparl
ing a comleml,t of danger and defiance of death never surpossed among 

the volariel of Muhammed. In all kinds of misforlune and difficully, d.e 

lame persuasion gave the most efficient consolation. So Anganlyr Hei

drebson, wloo Itas slain his hroll.er in bailIe, concludes by exclaiming 

"I'''''' rr ...... N.r •• " 3), 'Evil doom tl.e Nornor give !'- Hilding" "lml,each 
the Nornor" p. 124, and Frilbiors accusation againll "Il.e emel Gods" 

are hoi]. higJtly Norlhern. 

It may be added, that the name Nornor was somelimel applied 

to "',w, guardian-.pirill,-and lome times 10 VI""", v., ... , V.'or, Divining

,vomen, Forlune-tellen or Wilcbes &c. 

1) &ro." p. 256, from VUIIlII'3, str. :10. - :.!) Gylr.S .• ell. IS. - 3) 1I.,.ara 

lia,., cb. J 9 .11 !nt"'. 
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. NoaaAlflc, Norse, the common ancient language of the three SC&Il

dinavian kingdoms &c., (hefore they had contracted dialectic cWFerell

ce8) lind the lilt, .. (r_. of Northern Europe in general. 

OCBA. .. ·S MAIDS, the Billows, Waves. 

ODB!'!, (Dr M",....y says Ot/r •• w.t/"" &c. the moved or excited; 6+r 

aays ot/rro, 6uoJmt &c. - Ihe Good), the Jupiter of Ibe Norlh, who bean 

the same relalion 10 AUfalher, in Ille Scandinavian 1\Iylhology, as Brahma 

10 Brallm in that of India. - "He is lite TUler of tIle Seaudinavian Olym

pus, yet, like Ilis classic congener, suhjecl 10 a paramount fale, and to Il 

dark and terrihle destiuy. He is I]le V.I-/atlw. or battle-god yet inferior 

to Thor in prowess, amI living perpetually exposed to oUlrage and deFeat 

from giants and gianlc~se8. He is tile parenl of tile gods, yet first progen

itor of the Royal dynaslies of the North. In sum; lle is supreme anel 

inferior. derived aUll underived, mortal and divine. Some clue to this 

lahyrinth is furnished by the consideralion, t11at a vague conception of 

0D:e Supreme Being, ancl a hope of imlUorlalily, mingle in tIle religio1l.S 

.ystem of even Ihe rndest trihes; and that lite voice of tradition describ

ing lite orighl of lhis glohe and the early fate of Dlan, and perpetuating 

propl1elic allnOllllcemcnls of Ills and ils ultimate dcsliny, haa never wholly 

died away in Ibe dis lance. Tltese trulllS coml.inillg with the creations 

of fancy, wllich gave to Ilhysicnl agents and resulls, to Ibe active and 

passive l,owers of nalure, "a local ballilalion and a name ," elevating the 

crealnre 10 an eqnalily wilh the Creator, formed necessarily a complicated 

and helerogeneons syslem; in whlcll Irulh and error, ideal and actnal , 

were blcncled ill almou Inexpllcable confusiou. The mylltology of the 

Norlh seems to Ilave been fnrlheJ' perplcxed hya symbolical incorporalion 

of 1110 history of religious contests and vicissitndes; anll 10 bave beell ren

dered still more incongrnoua hy the subslitntion of a sccond immigrant 

Oden for the aneleut deity. No wonder then 1l1at an image formed by 

t]le collision of rays thus difFering in bne and direction, s110uld he incUs

tinct and fanstastieal: at once exhibiting traits of a universal and of a na

tional deity; of a god of war alid of a priest; of an oracle and of a con

snller of oracles; of a wizard and of a hero." 1) See ALLPATBBR, CBIBS
ODD. 

ODB:'I's BIRDS. "Ravens two seat them on his [Oden'sJ al10ulden, 

and say in his ear all 1]10S8 titlings the which they ate or Ileal'. They are 

I) SIr." •• p. 15. 
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Ibll~higbl, R., ...... (Reillou, TbollSbl] lIudM ......... (Will, Memory]. Thea. 

lendelh he at day-break to fly round every land, alld back. again come 

they at Ihe first meal of day. Tilueof becometh he wise from tiding. 

mauiCold, and from Ibis men call Jlim tbe Ravell-Ood. As is here aaid: 

"Hugiun and Muninn 

Fly eacb day OUI 

This round globe over; 

For HnginJl I fear, 

Lest he should not return -

But Ilill more I look. afler Muninn."i) 

ODEN'S DRINK. "Then aalll Gangler!, 'Dolh Oden keep the aame 
table as I].e Eiuheriar?' Har repJielh: 'Tbat food wltit'h atandeth on 1tia 

board, givelh 100 Iwo wolves Ibat he halh, and which are hig1lt Oed 

aud Freki. And, indeed, no provisions needel]l he; WIl'IE is bOlh meat 

and drink unlo him." 2) 

ODE"'8 BALI., the firmament. 

0llKNEY8, belongl!ll for a very long time to Scandiuavia. "'1']" 
Orkucy Islands were a favourite resort wilh Sea-Rovera, who fOllud there 

a secure rendezvous duriug tI.e inuavigable sea&on, and imporling with 

them spoils of varioua deacriptious, converted tho,e ,lcserls inlo treasures 

of weallh antI cosily merchandixc. Tbe precioul melaIa, however, were 

sllfficieully abundant in the Norlh, and luxuriel found Iheir way, though 

lea8 profuaely I to Ihe coastl of Skanellnnia." 3) The "name is explained 

by sOUle, D .. rr6-;'I .. (from I].e Danisll _Aft and H), and by others 8 .. '-;'1 ... 

from tbe Icelandic .rb. 

paOGaESS, EriA".,.. lIl-riks-gata, .11-, .. ,.',...,irati,. tho regular Progress 

of the newly-elected Sovereign to receIve ].omago and confirmalion from 

the scveral Tings of his dill'ercnt Provincea. The coronation f.''-,'' the 
l'rogreas. Of course the word is sometimes used for auy royal tour in 
gene rill. 

PV!'IlU1IO was a favonrite practise of Ihe Norlhmen. "Possibly tbis 

paronomaslic exercise was a reUc of Eastern manners, since there a pun 

was not acconnled benealb tbe dignity of even prophetic diction. So Mi

cab exclaims wilh noble fervour, (I. 10). 

"In Oalll" - h.,l. ~I,",. - "make it not ~II." -
"In Acco" - .",.iII, - " •• .,. ye nol." 

"In Beill-Leaphra" - II, lew • • f " .. , - "roll thyself in the tlItII." 

lid. P-r." f) 

I) 6,1,.,. cb. 38. - II) D •• - 3} &r.",. 1:;3. - 4) D •• p, lIlIO. 
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RAG:fARiiK, Ihe gencral connagralion, Ibe la51 day, (according 10 

one inlerprelalion, III. r .. A or fir. of III. D._; according 10 anolher III. 

r,.ili,1tJ _/111. 0", as Ihe same calaslroplle is named hl Ihe llindn Mylho

logy). - "Now !lila Ibe glance of Val" 10 Iltal IwHigl.1 of ages, wl.en Ihe 
sods shall be hurled from II.eir seals; Ibe nniverse deslroyctl: anti woultl 

tbat apace permilled 10 adduce enlire Il.e magnificcnt Eddaic dcscril,lion 

of this evcnt! Hear Ibe prophetess! 

"Str. 40. Fate's dark volume reads tlte wis~; 

Sees witb girled eye afar, 

Twiligltt of the gods arise. 

And tl.e tug of giant war. 

"Fimbulvetr antecet\es, Ihe u.ighty winler tbreefold in duration. 

unbrok.en by intervening aummer: fit set}uellce to a triple period of uui

ver.al war and bloodal.ed; wben Ihe pareul s].aIi nol spare bia cltiM, 

nor brotber, brother. 

"Str. ~6. Age of baltle-ax, of brand.: Age of storms, of murderous I.and: 

Age of beasls Il.at rayen1ng prey: Ere Ibe world .1.a11 pass away. 

"'rbe fiery Cock of the 'I'rold., lIte gold-brighl ':If Il.c ..Esir, 

Ibe rust-red in Ihe sublerraneous balls of HeIa, crow in ominous conccrt. 

'I'be fellered Wolf I.owle, every e].ain is broken, the Gianls gambol, 

LokI! is free. Earlh quakcs, I].e Dwarfs sig]. at the doors of tI.cir rocky 

caverns, Ygdrasil groans and Iremble8. The 8ea boils over its bonnd, , 

for the serpent of Midgllrtl advances in gigantic frcnzy, and btlRVeS him

self on ahore. 'I'1.en Heimdal standing forlh, blows a blast upon II.e 

Giallar-horn, wllicb resound. Ihrongb all worlds, and ,ummon' Ibe dei

lies to war_ Oden in vain commune. wilb Il.e bead of Mimer. 'I'1.e eagle 

.creanlS, and renda tbo freqnent .corpse; tl.e billow. roar; and N¥'I_; -
Ille ship fabricated from nails of dead men - ia launched, and rides 011, 

alee red by the giant Hrymer. Bllt Heaven is rent, and Mnspcl's .ons 

move in sqnadron Iltrougll Ihe gllU, beaded by I).e aable Surlnr, Il.e All

kindling, ltimsel£ mailed in flame, and I,randisblng a aword tllat oulshinos 

tlte aolu beam. Bellealh tbeir tread, Bifro.t the tremulous brit)ge, i. 

crushed. Loke repairs with the aons of Hela, Hrymer wilh Il.e giant 

race, to mingle in the general affray. Allille ~ - VaThall', heroes 

- march in migl.ly train. Oden leada tltem on, the aire of gods and men, 

and on Vigrid'. bonndlea. plain commences the final con8.icl. The Wolf 

engorges Oden, but "ielar, tbe ailent aud atrong, avenges JUs parent. 

Heimdal and Loke aiuk In mutual dealb. Frey falls before Snrtur. The 

Midgll.rd.serpenl i8 slain by Thor, b.tt the poisoned vic lor scarcely .nr

vine hh foe. Surllu allenglh triumpbs: burls Jlamea OHr the tlnivenr:-
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EarlJa is glliphed in boiling ""aves; 
Not a lode-slar's lingcring ray, 

Nature. lalt convulsion braves. 
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t:1' II,,, \,"orltllree's 1) mystic Ioeigllt, 

Fast Ihe reeking vapour flies; 
Rival clouds of lurid light, 

Sport wllb I.eaven andnre ll.e skies"!!) 

RA:'<' or IIA:I'A, (the SPOILIIR), spouso of ACIR, personincd tIle tempes

tuous wicked deceitful deep. Hence tbe Sea is termed B .. •• ",,11, ,..1Me 
&c., aud a Slli)l a.,,'. A.,.... "Tben saw the Asar tbat RA:I' had a net, ,dlla 

wl,icl, she caught up aU tJlOse tbat perish on tl.e lea." 3) 

RIIIC.\RIJIR or Brill,.,;],;, tbe realm of RiDg, on the weatern border 

of Cbristiania-rjord, comprehended the present RiDgerike, 1\lodun and 

Nllmmedal. 

ROTA, (PAIR LOCES), an Equestrian Amazon, One oC tile Valkyrior •• ) 

RIl:'lE, leller, mark, seeret, spell, hicroglypbic &c. 'I'be Rune

nl)lbabet consisted of 16 lellers, resembling to 1\ great extent tbe Etru8-

can, old Greek, Plurnician &c. - Originally tl.e ),rOI,crly or tbo Pagan 

prieslly and royal caste, Ibey afterward became generally known, and 

'\verc uletl bolll in witchcraft and composition. Several MSS. in rune. 

cl.aracters are still in existence. and runes themselves are even now un

derstood in some districts in tbe North. For various iuformation on tlti. 

IlIhject we refer to Geijer 5) and Strinnholm. 6) 

aIlNE-sTAPP, Calenllar-stave, carved wilh Runic aigns &c., and 

,,-hiel, may be used instead of a common Almanac. SUCll Rune-staves 

were formerly universal in tbe North, and answered their purpose admir· 

ably well. See DESCRIPTION OP INCEBOIIC'S AUI-RI~C. 

RIl:'lE-STO~E, Grave-stone, carved with runes, erected to the re
membrauce of the deccased. Abont 1600 Ruue-slones are found in the 3 

Skanllioavian kingdoms, of which 1100 belong to Svea-riko, and not less 

tl.an 800 or tllese to Upland, rhe seat of the Ollen-dynasty. Many of th. 

rune-stones are undoubtedly healhen. 7) 

SACA, (STORT, REI.ATIO~), the Clio of tIle Nortlt. She sils hy SO

'lua1aek, relating to Oden the fortunes of mankind. 

I) Tbe Ash Ygdraail. - 2) 6rij ... 8 ... B. B.rll. 1,334. trlus. by 81r •• ,. p. 
3.3, - 3) S".ldslr.ap. cll. 33, - 4) GyUag. cb. 36. - 5) 8," BiI., N.rtl. I. 

135-17: .. - 6) 8 .... 1. F.II." Bill. II. 4]g-471. - 1) 81,i .... ,., II. 440. -
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SRA. "Sr. '\i. call'd 'mong Men, 

Plahl.'''Tf"". 'mong tile Gods, 
Er'· ... r'" Jotnar cry, 

W.""·'''''rno Elves say, 
The Vanir nRme it W .. r; Dwarfs call it Waf',., Dr.,." 1) 

SEA·BoaSE. "To the trident of Neptnne, ill claeeic fiction, is at

tributed tbe origin of tl.e I.orse, and assuredly to the ocean, thougb not 

to its fabled ruler, I.Ra mauy a rrgion been iUllebted for tbe introduction. 

of t]lat transmarine animal. An intimate and indissoluble association "'ould 

thus he established between. tbe land and sea rangers j and, pOl8cssing 

as they do many points of poetic resemblance, it is singular, l,erbaps, 

tbat the metaphor 8]lould not continually ocrur. Few compari~ons clln 

appear more obvious tllan the Homeric simile: -
,,_ n,., e , -, 
ill,W a.AO, , '11"710' 

'A t. I , 
't:1fet.rr, ",,,'''Ta.&. 

"wllicb are to man 

His steeds, which bear him o'er Ihe leas remote." 

A Northman wouM be especially disposell to ascribe tbe subjuga. 

tion of tbe steed, and tbe control of tIle pcnnoned courser - H,. .. 10 N".,. 

to one and the 8ame power." 2) See DMOON. 

SKA.!ING, a Chief, generally of royal birth, who ].ad no kingdom 

to inherit at ],ome, and tberefore sought one on tIle waters. Higber in 

title than tbe v_", they were also commonly at tIle ]lead of mucll more 

powerful flee II. Every Sea·King was a '·iking. l,nl the reverse was only 

occasionally Ihe case. 

SKA'MAIDS, BinoW8, Agir'. Daughlers. 

SRMING, (1]10 PACIFICATOR). "Thereafler jonroied he (Oden] norlh

ward. until he reacbed I]lat lea wblcb, as is tbought, licth about all 

landl. There set be his 80n as king, in tbe realm now ]light Norway. 

8_hl, was he called, and to him reckon Norway'S kings Itheir ancestry, 

togelherwith ila Jarls and other ehler men, as is relaled In Haleygjatal." 3) 

SHIRLD, a universal arm among the Nortltmen. They were gener

ally defended wilh sleel rima and bosles &c. and were of len oma· 

menled ,vith platel of gold, silver devices, and rich paintings or carv

ings, - "The Skandinavians generally had shie1lls of a long oval form, 

jnst tlte height of the bearer, in order to prolect MOl from arrows, darls, 

and slones, T]ley, besides, made use of them to carry the dead to tl.e 

graye j to terriCy Ihe enemy hy clashing I]leir arms against them j 10 form 

J) s_. ll""., Song or AIl·Wi.e, .tr. 25. - 2) 8/ ..... ,. 1'. :155. - 3) s •. ~"" •. 
Pr.r ... " ....... n. 
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upon occasion a kind of aheller or tenl wilen they were ohliged 10 encamp 

in tlte open ficld, or when Ille weatller was bad. Nor waa tile shield 11:8. 

uscrul in naval encounlersj for if Ihe fear of falling into thcir enemic.' 

Ilands obliged one of Iheir warriors 10 cut himself into the sea, he couM 

casily escape by swimming upon llis buckler of wood or lea tiler," 1) 

SUIBLD-MAID, a litle applied 10 the Nornor and 10 the Valkyrior. 

It was also often used of IllO Amazonian adventnrers of the North, snc)l 

as Hervara, Al£hild and Thorberg. 

IUIBLD liP 'EACB, a WA ... &10"'", Ileld up u lok.en of a truce. 2) 

SHIBLD or WAB, a R.II 8_'11, defying 10 bailIe. 

SIG:oIB, daughter uf Sigar, king of Zealand. Sec RAGBAIIT. 

SIGOIID, <'''arder of Victury), Fafner's bane, tIle slayer of Fafner. 

"Of Ihe wurllaies of the North, no one has lefl behind him a fame au 

widely diffused, u he the illuslriuus spouse or victor of llrynbildn, and 

parent of Aalau~a, preserved in Ihe golden Ilarp - with which lIer fosler

fa Iller , Heimer, lulled Iler cries - to be the favourite and queen of tIle 

eelebrated Regnar Lodbrok." 3) 

SIRBLU, Sicily, wu as woll as its winea well k.nown to the Norl]l

Dlen. They conquerell it in the 11th century, and Roger united it 10 

Naples by the name of Ihe two Sicilie •• 

SRI:oIPAXB, Sheen-fax, Shining-Mane. See DAY. 

SKOLDA, ODe of the Deatiniea. See 11'0111"". 

SLBIP:oI .. , (the SLIP.BII or sLlnllll), the fiend-sleed descenlled from 

Loke and SvadeIrtire, and belonging 10 Oden JaimscH, SleillDer's swift

nCS8 was immenae; "grey was be, 8 were 11it feel, and tlac besl IlOr8e lae 

is for Gods and men:' ') Creulzer imagine~ lae was a figure of the lI-montlas' 
winter of Ille Norlh. 

1I1IAIL, Mercllanl-slaip. 
SOf.U~DAR, Sce SiiLD'IDBa. 

SOll:olR-8111J1'fD, belween the blands of Sokk~n and Broe, to the 
soulh of Bukken's-firlh, in Siavanger Amt. 

SOTB, - "A celebraled freebooter, who, il seema, bequealbed 

his name 10 some rocks on Ihe cout of Sweden, where he was accuslom

ed to rendezvous, and where, al length, he lost his life, according 10 

one al:counl, in a hattIe against SI. Olaf. Some other codices, llowcnl', 

assert, tIllil the pirates escaped by flighl. - Tort. lIi11, ill. 23. - - - - Our 

I) Ma"", I, 21,0. quoled by SI""", p. 1101, - 2) See £ilj.".",', Nolel 10 his 

Swedish Iran., or Or~ .. r Of"", S.,., p, 303. - 3) SIr ... " p, 118. - 4) 0,""" 
..),.42, 
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poelllllS borrowed Ille incident from a 8ftgll, ascribed by Muller to the 

tenlh cenlury: who thna relates iI in his s.,. mIll. - "At a yule-feast in 
GOlhland I the Earl's son, Broar, made a vow to rifle tile tomb of Ihe 

Viking SOle, and the fosler-brelhren, Hordr and Geir, engaged 10 assil' 

Ilim. They Iravclled, twelve in number, through dcnae woods to tile 

mound, and commenced Ille work of ex caval ion. Toward evening, they 

hlld reached tile framc within, bnt on the following morning the sides 

of thc breaclL had united. 'l'ILi. waa repealed on Ihe two following days, 

unlil at length it occurred to them to insert a .word in the inleralice. By 

this expedient, they lucceeded on tile fourlh morning in penelrating the 

timber-work, and discovcred the door of Ihe cl.amber. As Illey were OD. 

the point of opening it, Hordr bade IlLO assistanls be OD. their guard. He 

Jlimself wilhdrew behind Ihc door, Imt two of I]le people I less caulious, 

were slmck dead by Ihe slream oC mephilic air. As no one waa willing 

to descend, Hordr volunteered, on condition Ihat he sbould be permitted 

to select Ihree articles frum t]le precious spoil. He wa. then lowered, 

but could descry nolhing unlil Geir descended with firo and lapera. They 

now perceived an inner-door, and w]len Ihis bad been hroken open, SIlW 

II ship richly laden, and Sole sealed upon Ihe poop. At the same lime, 

JLowever, such a volume oC damp issned, wilh an explosion from the 

orifice, that Ibe llgbl. were cXlinguia]lcd. Hordr next attempled 10 lake 

possellion of Ihe booly, but the dead warrior chaunted a slanza, forbid

cling tile allempt. Hiirdr responded also in melre; wllereupon Ihe speclre 

allacked Ilim, and was gaining Ihe maslery, wben Geir rekindled Ihe 

tapers. Suddenly Ihe speclre fell to the ground; first, neverll.cle,s, pro

phesying that Ibe gold-ring, ilie last treasure seizcd by Hordr, should 

prove the bane of its pOlleasor until it came inlo the bands of a female. 

'l'he trinket, accordingly, proved fatal to him, since he was betraycd and 

.tabbed in Ibe back for tllat promulgated reward." 1) 

ITaBITALAND, thv residence of King Ring, perllaps tho prcsent 

farm oC Helge-Iand in the I,arish oC Holo, w]lere there .Iill slands a large 
Barrow. 

IUN. "S .... she's Iliglat 'mong Men, ...... ,,...,, Jotnar aay, 

S,.,. among the GOdl, Elves the ,.....,." call ller, 

D,,'ia', ,t.,.1imr 'mong Dwarfs; W"""-N,AI the' Alar cry!" 2) 

80 the Paglln Fins and Lap. called one of their deities lWe. or lhiw-Nri". 

the lun or virgin sun, tbc Queen of HeavcD. Scc MOOli. 

SURTUR, See MUSPBLDBI!II, HAGNAaoll. 

I) s,"'"" (I. So. - 2) &nt. Eddtl. SODg or All-Wile •• Ir. 17. 
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SWORDS. s,n-r aays, 1) "We purchased from the natives and Ar

minian mercllanll at Bombara, a number of splendid sabrel and poniards 

of the very firat workmanship, and evidenlly of great antiquily; bul so 
well preserved, Ihat they appeared BI if they had only yellerday left the 

hands of the armonrer; several of the blades were engr .... ed or inlaid 
withgoldcllaraclera. There were auo full-length inlcril,llons on some of 

tbem, lurmonnted witb tbe head of our Saviour or a Saint, which gener

ally ran thus. - Parmi Dey e par my Rey. Ne me tire pal lans raisoD, 
et De me remets pas lans hODDenr." - "Some designations of blades wield
ed by celebralecl heroes of romance are almolt al formidable as the 

weapons themselves. Who can bear uDdauDted the Tery mention of Ex

calibar, the magio sword of Arlbor, that 
"Flam'd like bomiag brond," 

or eTen of Mimungr, tbe eArf-.r_ of Velint, which eould cleave a cable 
thirty reet in diameter, wafted by the current against its molic.nle81 edge; 

or of thl! more resonaut Eckisax, witlt whieb Thidrek. rescued Sinlram 
from tllO jaws of a dragon; of Hildebrand's NagellriDg; of Goal's Drag

Teodill, prononnced to be the best of swords; of Hraongvilhr's Brynlll
Tari, which never lost ill edge; of H6gni's Sigorliomi; of Rolra Riaa
naulr, heavy even to his arm, but too huge to be raised b,. any odler; 
or, to name no more, of the two-edged glave of Hrofr, tho unpronounce
able Hreggvidarnautr!" 2) - We cannot help tranllallng the following 

Taluable nole: - "To Ihe Visu tribe the Bulgarialls bring sabres from 
the Mahommedan counlrlel. These labrel Ilre not prodded with any hilt 

or ornament, - hut are simply blades, just Bltbey come from Ibe smilllY. 

When one luspends them by a Ihread, aud fillips t11em wilh the finger 
- they ring again. Such labres are luilable bpport-articlel into tho coun
try of Jura (Jugrien), whose inhabitanls pay a bigh price for them." Sel! 
the Extracts from Arabic writers communicated by C. M. FrAlIn, 16 .. -

,-'- •• ad. Ara6no B"*" •. In Ihe oldell Russian Chronicle (hy Nestor) we 
are told that the inhabitanls of Kiew who, before the foon(lalion of 

the Russian empire by the Varegic princes, were lrihutariel under the 
Cluu:arier, paid the lame 10 them In double-edged swordl. Indeed, when 

the Ruslians conquered Permia (Biarmaland) tlley found sabres of steel 
among them. See ScA"..,., a .. liIeA. ...... Supposing that all these slate

meDts are correct - a thing we have no reason to douht, tllere being no

thiDg improbable in the ease - il mnst follow tllat MUlsolman aabre-blades 
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n130 belonged to tIle arl1cles introduced into the northern regiona of Rus

sia, in the coune of the Irade with the tribes residing tbere. - Will Bot 

Lllis, perbaps, give a hint towarde Ihe explanation of the high-Bowu rela

tions 80 often occurring in the Sagas respecting the co.tly, wonderful t 

and Dwarf-forged swords?" t) 
SYBSTIlAI'(D t the residence of King Bele and his family, lies OpPO&jt8 

Framnas 10 the Norlh of Sogne-frith - here only 2000 yards across. 

aOLU:'IDBll-ISLBS. - At the entrance of Sogne-frilh, are now called 

Y,Ir.-&Jn, and 1.",..-8.,. .. 
SOQUABACK. See DB8CIUM'IO!'f UP I!'fCBBOBC'S ARM-IUNC. 

THOR, (llie MICHTY), Ihe Son of Oden and the Earth, the Spouse of 

Sif, - "The god and perRonification of tllUndel"; anll, like t]le classic 

MarR, of hrute strengili. Firsl-horn of Oden, he is tIle indefatigable enemy 

of the giants of the frou, at wllom lie ]IUrlS his formidable mace. In 

Norway, he divided with or retained from Oden t]le principal reverence, 

lind in Ille personal Ilnd local nomenclatures of thai portion of tlle pe

ninsula, Ills name occurs with peculiar frequency. "he two goalS, iwz, 

harnessed 10 ltis cllariol, pOlsessed the valuable properly of recovering 

life aud vigour eacll morning, after their roasted carcasses had supplied 

au evening meal." - "Three valuables also hatll be. TIle one of these 

is tIle Hammer (Macc) MilSll. [the Bmise!'], which Frost-Irolls and Mounl

ain-Gianls know, wIlen it is nplifl; nor i8 litis to be wonllcrell at, for 

Ihe Jlcad of many a one of their falliers and kinsmen llolll ]Ie broken 

tllcrcwith. The secom} precious IMng he has, is a right excellent M.,. 
rjard [Jlf'gi.giartA ..... Belt or Girder of atreugth] and wI,en he girdctlt hlm

sel£ tllerewilh, ltis Asa-mig]ll ia doubled to lite half. Bul a tbird IMng 

hath he which i8 exceeding precious, - his 1,-,,-6100 •• rJIl""IO/",., Gaunt

leIs]; tllese he cannot misa, for to grasp lite hammer-shaft withal," :1) See 

a mosl cJlllrming description of the Hammer and ils fabrication, in the 

Yonnger Edda, Skalskaparmal, eh. 35. - erndon'interprels t],e nclt or 

Girdle, M~giIogj .... ". inlo a 8ymbol of the Ecliptic, and the Gauntlels inlo 

an emblem of Ihe securily of organic natnre against wild organic fire. 

TUIlRSTH'I' (VIRI'I'GSSON). "The eldest son rof Viking's nine] was 

ltigllt T]lOrslen. • • •• The n01l1esl of Ihemal1 WAS ]Ie in every tIung, 

a slont and laB-built man, strong, friend-riell and upright, tme-fast and 

in all t),ings to be depended on. Slow was he ltilllseU 10 aHack anolher, 

bUI terrible wos his vengeance w]len thai another fell upon Mm. What 
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time avglu Was done against 111m, couI.l no one see ,,-he tIler lie look tllll 

5ume well or ill; but long Illereafler remembered be tl\e wllo]e, eT~n M 

it Ila.1 on1y just laken plaee." t) - "According 10 tbe wriler of Thor

siein" s.,., or biography, he llad manle.1 Il,e only aisler of king R~1,,; 

anll Ille acconnt of Ihis alliance is duly emhellished wilh a tinge 01 Ille 

manelloua. Relurning from a successfnl emile, Thorslen encountere.1 a 

teml,est, raised by Ille srt of a magician, in the train or lib implacable 

(oe, Prince Jokull; and lining lost Ms vessel and crew, swam lo,,-ard 

11,e shore: but was on Ille point of perislling, exllausted by the breakers, 

when a tall female form, wading tIl rough llLe surf, approached. Her ap

pearance was nnfeminine; and addressing blm by name, slle inquired 

",he tIler he would purcJlue Jais life by a promise to grant whatever Iloon 

slle migbt subsequenlly desire. This condition WRI accepted; and Ilaving 

horne J.im to land, slle resuscitated his languid animatiou and dismissed 

Ilim wil11 good wblles, postponing the preference of :her petition. His 

enemy, however, ascertaining his escape, did not relax his persecution; 

and on one oecasion eontrived to surprise TJ,orsten when only accom

panied by a single brolher, and to attack tIle two willL an armed Iland. 

Back 10 back. Ihe brethren fought manfully, and slew mo51 of their assail

ants; bnt Thorir at length fell, and Thorslen, desperalely wounded aDlI 

faint, was forced over llLe preeipice to which he had retrealed, in order 

to secure Ms rear. Death seemed inevitable; and he must soon have pe

rished, Ilad lie Dol been roused from Ms deliquium by the same deHvercss 

wl,o Ilad rescued him from a walery grave. Site again professed Ilersel£ 

rea.ly 10 assist 111m, provided Ibat he would now redeem Ilis pledge, Ily 

eomplying with her request. This was no other Ihan an engagement to 

espol1se her; and, althougl1 he demurred on account of her un~igbtliness, 
l1is desperate situation and ),fa promise wlliclt the Norlhmen deemed in

violable, indueed him to submit; and he only required aa a preliminary, 

that bis sword, .4 .. ,....,ARI, should be recovered from the wave. TIlis aI,e 

elJ'ected, and the compact was made. Site tben informed Thor8len, Ibat 

althoullll she Itad twice saved his life, and ]lltd, moreover, destroyell his 

most formirlable foe, tlte magieian - ],aving brought a preternalural dark

ness over the sllip in wMeh he sailed, and snspencled Mm during 11,at 

ob8curily to the yard-arm - slill lIad lie fnny repaid her: for his promiso 

ba.1 released her from the spell under whieb S]18 was bound to retain I,er 

presenl s],ope, until 80me oue of generollS Ilirlll ( •• 16oriJut _lItr) sllould 

consent 10 wed lIer. Henceforth the sister of Bele would be herself again; 

I) ,.,_, .. ViA;..,.. ... ', Sa,., rho 9. 
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and if Tborslen should persevere in his inlenllon, he must demand hu 

band of her brotb.er, wl10m ahe knew he would Ihortly encounler and. 

overcome. Her prediction was Ipeedily aeeomplisbed, and the confeder

acy established between the two warrion was cemented. hy tb.is cove

nanted marriage." 1) 

TOBUDVAl'fG, or TOBUTO-DllllII, [the PLAIl'f or DOlllB of the STBOl'fG ,J the 

realm of Thor. 

TDBUDVAl'fG'S FOOT, - BILSRlal'flO, the chief Castle and Capital of 

Tbmdvang. 
"Five hnndred Roon (rooms) 

And forly roundabout 

So know I arch'd Bilskirair 

boasted; 

TRUl'fDIRIl'fG con, See TOOL 

or all lhose Honsel 

Whose roofs I know, 

My [Oden'l] Son'l [Thor's) is 
surely largelt." 2) 

TIl'fG, (originally meaning 2'.11, Conference) Public Meeting, Diet, 

Assize, Parliament, Willenagemot. "The praetile of holding courls in 

the open air, wlaiclt so long prevailed in Britain, waa a relic of Druidism 

whiclt lul)siated in most Europrean countries. The co,rt of Areopagus at 

Athens Bat in the open air, and Pliny informs us that the Roman Senate 

waa fint 10 held. That circular inclolures of 1I0ne were used as cOllrls 

of justice and placea for trial and combat ill well known. In Scandinavia 

tbey were long 10 flppropriated; and in Shetland and Orkney Ille practise 

(1ontinued to very late times. In lhese last places they were called Ting, 

"Mell, according to Dr. Murray, originally lignified to ...... _tl. Of tllcsc 

moot-Mill Ihe most remarkable is the Tyrwald in the isle of Man, ul'on 

wMch the Duke of Alllol, as descendant of lhe ancient kings, annually 

presides." 3) 

TING-STOl'fIl, a lligh Stone-block on tbe higllelt part of tIle Ting

place. On this late the Judge. king. or aspirant to the Crown, that he 

might be 1l1e beller seen by the people. On tlte M_w, near Upsala. 

mauy kings have been elected, even late in the Cbriltian Erfl. 

TIBFING. - "Tllis "'lord, fabricated by two Ikilful Dwarfs, as a 

ransom for Ibeir lives, possessed several lurpassing qualities. Bright as 

A sunbeam, ila hilt and guard were of gold; il defied rust and fractnre; 

wonl<l cleave iron or slone with lhe same facility as a garment; and. 

whether in lingle or banded combat, conferred victory on Ille arm wbieb 

wiel4ed it. Yet the tasked and malieioul artificers had also attached 10 

1) St,,,,,,, p. 119, - a) S-. &I". GrimDer'. SODg, 'IT, ~ - 3) ,.",.., Seoli.b 
Gael, I, 1108. 
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it a malediction, that, whenever drawn, it shonld be thc bane of man; 

s]lould. prove fatal to ita original poaaes80r, 1limself; and the instrument 

of three heinous enormities. The persoual imprecation was .oon accom

plis]ted.; for its owner, Svafrlami, haviug riven the massy iron-studded 

shield of Arngrim, wit]1 w]lOm he was engaged, TyrJing penetrated. the 

ground, and before it could be withdrawn, was dissevered, witlt a portion 

of the arm which grasped it, by a stroke from the Viking, wlto, seizing 

die liberated blade, slew hie antagonist. From the conqueror Arngrim, 

it descended to his 80n, Angantyr, and was inhumed with him in a 

mound at Samaoe. The precaution, nevertheless, proved vain, for a 

posthumous daughter of the Berserk, inheriting his ferocious disposition, 

addicted herself to war and sorcery; and learning the history of her sire, 

proceeded with some Rovers, whose leader she became, toward the haunt

ed isle. Wit]l difficulty she persuaded her crew· to approach a 111ace 

where demons, they affirmed, were more formida1l1e by day tban else

where lly night; nor could nny prospect of gain induce one of tbem to 

land. Alone, therefore, and at sun-set, s]le was abandoned upon tbe 

sbore, tbe sailora not venturing to ob&erve their promise to await Iter 

return; and after a conference with a herdsman, who refused to accoml,any 

ber to tbe tomb, she advanced to tlte .eene of terrors. Fearful were the 

fires erupted; yet undeterred by the danger, t]le rune-verscd maiden 

hastened to tlte prinl'ipal mound, and thus commenced her adjuration: 

"Wake, Angantyr, wake! Offspring sole I .tand , 

Berserk .tern and wild, Fort)l tllY tomb iml,art, 

Hear for Herviir's .ake 

Thino anll Svafa's child; 

A long metrical parley 

Svafrlami's brand 

Forged by Dwarfish art." 

ensued; but since neither :Ilames nor 
ominous predictions could divert the heroine from her purpose, the 

c1larmed weapon was at length cast into her haud, The three predicted 

atrocitics still remained 10 be perpetrated; and of these, her own son, 

Heidrek t was subsequently destined to be the agent or subject. Banished 

by his father for misconduct, he was presented by Herviir tat llis departure, 

wit]t tbis ill-fated sword; and forgelling the penalty auached. drew it 
with youthful inconaiderateneas to contemplate itl brilliancy: his only 

companion was thon his brother, and him, urged by the .pell, he con
sequently slew. The neltt deed 01 infamy - ";_, ..... ,, - enacted with 

tM. baue of man, was the treacheroua murder of lIeidrek's benefactor 

and father-in-law, with hi. infant son. And the assassination of tllis 

ruffian ltimself, effected by some captive8 ,villt llis own deadly blade, 

completed according to the Saga, tIle trio of crimes foretold, In t]le hand 

of n second Angantyr, TyrJing became, notwithstanding, ollce more the 
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Ul"~all of f,alll:lIll h llllki,}e l:llly liOPs:, "WAs""wllii~ iti,,, llillomf" d 

10 fle lHsl"lellll·d by llO Bec md HCfvor"" - From Ihe lkr-ra s.., •. 11 

UI.LE,,"ir;ll'" JFormcrly Fdlkc~F ins,lom, indll'clilclll D.SlIrlll, III 

Ihl" I' lselll pTov,nce of W cSlllladallll, S,wlllcn, 

Ul:TAllll lllmjllellllndsd d.e l'rllBcnt a,llis of Cbri!lian 8n,1 I1c<lc

ma,k , togclher wilh (}fvcr-Rommeri!e. 

OPSAI:S TRIIIPI.II. - "AI the ancicnt Upsala - }""gv" - Frrt. tlu~ 

grlllJ(lsoll of O,ICII, fouuded ahoua tb5 yllar 22i, a tcmple, which WllS 

w l1cly Ci lcbrlllCll, win lllll, lik" 8llll5e rllrA lnl r.islorillgrlpllHS, lpply 

hi lC liLt that PhlO h,lS mriHen lCSpCClillg lbe ll8pital of his Ihlllh; F"t 

cCllah, it is, ihal Ihl fahric was vcry magnificent according to Ihc notions 

of Iltat agc: of slonc, crncirorm, eXlending sixly ells in lenglh and in 

hrcadlh, wilh a ring-wall or fence around it, nine llUDilred ells cil

cmnfercnce. This teml,j,~ sl£d to Llavl bllen re'jllelldellR wilh holh, 

holl, illlcillalily r,nd cXilrll"hly alld illlHidaHy horil,ol" f,om h"ld"lR 

cl"mhletdy "irclilcd it lInder ti,e eXlrcmity of 

Ihe Fane, according to the same authorities, 

8100d a tree of unknown specics, and retaining il8 leaf throughout the 

ycar:' 2) - Scc Nole 10 Canto HI, l,a6c 40. 

ell lin iir roroiCll "i"iih_toiw 

ils ro If. At the door of 

UOllA'" chlysl"l WAVil, ~" "Hhe fOllllt of liwe umtcr tlllit root 

tlt" ash, C"c4Tllll tIll' l'llradisirllal trell of kll lwlcdhll -~ wldch elSlllndr 

to litc.iE',;r. Bo,ide ih;, fogul aCllordingly. they collect daily l to 110M 

their IriblU1al; Ihal a drallght of Ihe waler of experience may he conslantly 

within thcir reach. Near lhis well, 100, stanllS Ihe bcauliflll l,a];,llo 

thc Norair, falc8; Ur4 ... Ylr ... 4., &wide- Y lSi, PCllsenl, h'utllre. The watrf 

lis sllllrell, chat rVll±y",ing lDlOlerll,d llleflin hClnm±'l ,,"hill 8S th" Iill" 

inh mllmbfllnll of an egi;~shlil. F,±im llVO SWlns tenanls of tlds flood 

rl'ElDg lhll erl±"±h1h rlce of Ihese anow-while aqualics. Perchance these 

immortal birds ell ant the dealh-song of thosc doomed by the Fates, al 

their mortal congeners arc reporled to hymn Ij"'ir own. lin "pl'riblioll 

wbich lias mud. pcrplexlid Hiblical C'±OWll'nllilOr" £+l"Y pOllibly diirho 

llb'llflliioll fr"m lhil l,a£,"e in lhe racll±d "rcl,in±l or Sllgndinal"ia; and 

i'2 •• ll11.r" XIV. 7), lh" fOlint d judhemeul, furnish a hitherto un

observed trace of Oricnlal affinity."3 ) 

llTG1SD, (OUT-TOWN) the cOI,ilal of ~olunheim. 

VALC, lile "pplird Ihl Nilfthrrn Sibyls who were rrgard-

±ld III holy, lind co lsulted on occasions of imporlance. The ancient 

.) &ro"" p. 290- - 2) D"hit, Sy. R. hili. I. ±tl5, Ci±lld hy ,5,,,,,,, 3"l'. 

"1) .2ll0"" I" II ifi 
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GermanI and Italians had elmllar prophetesses; Horace IIpplies tile teml 

'.IiII to the laller. The Vohupa, WltiCll open8 I1le Poetic Edda, is perhaps 

the most ancient Channt we bave, from the lips or tbe inspired "Divining

women" of anliquity. -Tbe word '.1, in all Ihe old Northern lIIngnage8, 

means Fool or 1\fadmau; and we know that Oriental trilles always regard

ed snch with veneration, ae God-gifted mortals. 

VALASJUALF, See ARM-RI'IG. 

VAL-FADBIl, (FATHBR of the SLAIN) , See ODBN. 

VALBALL or VALHALLA, (Val-hiill), The HALl. of the SLAIl( or BLECT. 

The Elysian 1\lansiou of the North, where Oden receives and banquete 

Ule warriors who fall in haltlc. 

"Oden scans the bailIe-pIn in , "Five bundred lofly Doors, I ween, 

DrangIlls Ille lleroes as Ihey fall; In Valliall's sMiling Hall are Been, 

Summon'd to his hoard, the slain And twenly added twice therNo; 

1\la"el at the glorious lIall. Einheriar Chiefs, eightllUndred men, 

Piles of spears ils eolumns rise, 

Roonng sMelds its dome uprear; 

E'en its thrones in warrior· guise 

Glittering habergeons hear." 1) 

From eacll march ontlogelher, when 

To llattle 'gaiD8t tlle Wolf they 

go." 2) 

See BI,"OERIAR, ODBN. 

VALKYRIA, (CHOOSER or Cooductor of the SLAIN). 'fbis Dame W88 

Applied to tbe Battle-Goddesses, who led tile fallell "Yarrior to tbe joys 

of Ille Spear-pillared Vallian, But tbe Valkyria. were also Shield-Maids, 

who hore ronool the mead &'c" - at tIle banquels of Ille Einberiar. In 

this senae, tlley were Synonymous wilh the B..,.i, of the l\Io]lammedan 

Paraoliae. Misla and Sangrida, in Gray's Ode of tbe Fn"" Sill.", were Val

kyrias. Sometimes a Heroine, sometimes a Destiny, tlte Valkyrias arc 

described l,y IIle bards, now witlt blue eyes lind gol.\cn bair - and anon 

will. di •• llevclled locks. flaming slance8, and ],ands reeking with gore 

and ]Ilying tllc web of deatb! 

VA~ADIS, (Tlte VA~A-Gf)DDBSS, lite Venns of Ihe Don), It surname of 

Frejn. - "In varions diale('\8 of Ille Goillie langllnge, "' .... or ....... sig,.I

fies ,uleA.r, rlr,,,,,,, litre not only dednees tlte name of Venns from Ihi, 

root, hnt observes, tltat Lal. V..,u."" is synonymous. Rndheck asserl8 that 

the ancient GOllts called the Earlll F .... -di'l .."rg d ... , and lV .... diI. _.rio "'''I 

viewing Ihe ]aller as fonnell from .... _or and dn d."." 3) 

VAR, (VIiR, Ille WARY or the TRUE). - "Tile ninllt [Asynja, Asa

Goddess] is Var (Vilr). She listenet]l 10 IlLOse oall18 and promises whieb 

I) 8 ..... Elld., Grimner's Song, sIr. 8. 9. tranllated by 8,,.,,,. II, 12. - 2} 

G.·w",,', S."" str. 23. - 3) J" .. ; •••• , Hermes Seyth. 
10 
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llelween men and women are exchanged; luch engagelllen!, are therefore 

hight, Var's word., She it is, also. who pnnithelh auch as break. Ihe 

8ame. Clever an.l wlso is Var, and ask.elh much, 10 Ibat nOIMng clln 

be concealed from her. A proverI) is it, Ihat a female is V.r (aware, 

"cute) wbeu Ihat .he is ,,·ise about anylbing." 1) Sbe was Ibns Ihe 

Guardian-Goddess of Betrolhal-oalhs and of Marriage. 

VARD 1 VIIU", (WOLP 1:'( THII SANCTUARY), Ib" old Scandinavian lenD. 

for Temple-violator, sacrilegious criminal, banne.l oUllaw &c. 

VAI1LU:,(D, (Ihe WONDIIB-WOII.II:BB), at once Ille Vulcan and the DIIl

dalus of Ihe North. This extraordinary arlisl was of Finnish .lescent, and 

was a king's son. In bodily apIlearance he resembled his connlrymen, 

lll!ing small of stalure 1110ugh strongly built. He shared wilh I,ia brothers 

many strange vicissitudes, ond ot lasl came to Ihe court of king Niliudr, 

who Ihen mle.l over Sweden. Tbis king was feehle bUI exceeding covet

ous of gold, ond accordingly eagerly desired 10 oblain possession of 

those precious and wonderf .. l IMngs of which Vaulnnd was master. He 

tberefore imprisoned him, seized his jewels, Ireated Mm wHit great 

severity, and obliged him 10 employ his extraordinary skill in pro.Iueing 

astonishing specimens af hammered and smUbied metal. This croel treal

Plenl,llOwever, Yaolund dearly revenged, and l,e evenlually 8nccceded 

to Ihe throne of Ilis oppre8sor. He lived long and 110ppily, and received 

after ]tis death divine honours. He was universally regar.led in Ihe 

Norlh as I]le protector and patron of Smit]lery, a kind of _,..r.l Dunstan. 

Many greal Cbiefs, oC oourse, boasted of possessing specimens of bis won

derfnl arl; and 10 several of Ihese, miraoulous powers ,vere ascribe ••• 

""Ve read in the Icelan.Ue Saga: -"King Nidungur reigned now 

in Jutland, and had ilJ his Irain tllot excellent smith, Yelenl, wbom the 

Vreringar (S'.-r.",~,,) called Volund. He wos ao celebraled tlarollslloul tile 

northern world, 1l1al all were unanin10us in l,lacing him at ti,e 11ead of 

J,b crart; and 10 denote the luperior excellence of ony l,rodnction of the 

furnace, il hecame usual to say thai tlte Ilrlist must have becn a v.,.,." ... 
in skill. A rivalry having enloed betwecn litis interloper and tile monarch'. 

former smUIt, it was agreed 1l1at V clint al100ld fabrieale a sworll, and 

bis opponent a helm. WltiC]l Ihe laller was aI .. o 10 pul on, and if it werl! 

found proof against Ihe cllge of his S1eel, VeUnt's bead was 10 IU1Y Ih, 

forfeit. Accordingly, at Ihe time appointed, Amiliaa, boving previously 

expressed bia determinalion 10 enforce Ibe l,enalty, aot down upon a stool, 

defying Yelinl to exert all bis slrenglh. 'rite latler, wlao alood hl'llind 

Jiim, Iben raising I,ls ,veapon, clefl at a aingle &trok.e Ille armour and arm

PArer clown to his girdle j and in'luiring wltal he felt, was answered by 

I) G~)(.g., cb. 35. 
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Amilias, that he had an internal .easation as if arising from cold-water. 

'Sllake thyself!' was Velint's reply; and this advice being adopted, the 

moieliea of lJis dil6ected frame .eparated, and fell on oppo~ite sides of 

the 11001." 1) 

VIICTAMSQVtDA, (TIle LAY of the WATPARKlI), one of the alliterative 

Channta of the elder Edda. - "Under the designation of Wayfarer 

(v.,_) , Ollen visits the realm of Hela in quest of tl.e deparled Vala, 

(propA., ... ). in order to oblain some information regarding l1.e Ilanger of 

Dahler. wllo, 10 tl.e dismay of all the tenants of Asgllrd, I.ad been ren

dered dispiriled tl.rooglt ominous (heams. The prophetess, roused from 

her slullII,er by l.ia pOlenl ineanlalion, s"bmits very ungraciously to tile 

scrutiny; aOlI as well th"ouglt the purport of her relalions, as throogh 

tlte tOile and temper in wl.ich II.ey are dlllivered, complelely vindicales 

the simile of our poet, when comparing tlte "ill-boding wail of Vala, 

utlered wilb a voice of gloom ," to the murmured lenience of malicious 

Helge. The ancient lay contains passages of awful sublimily; anll that 

poet had drunk copiously of the in81,iring ClIp of Drage, who penued 

an imilation of the Sk:aldic "Descent of O(\en" in tlais lyric pl.rase: -

"UI' rose Il,e king of men ,vilb speed, 

And 8Rd,nel) Ilraigbt l.ia coal-hIack steed, 

Down the yawning steep he ro(le 

That leads to Hela's drear ablillc." &c ••••• 

TI.e Brillslt ba"l paraphrased very freely tluol1gl,oul, yel must it always 

he dimcnlt 10 wish a single word oblilerale,l, wrillen Ily 1\lr. Gray." 2) 

"VIDAR, fVilA .... tile ANTAOOllIST], is bight one [of Ibe CI.iefs of 

Asg3rdJ. He is ,A. Sil ... , Ala-Go,l. A s].oe Ibick-welted ].ath I.e. TI.e 

sirongest of all he is, next afler Thor, '\D,l of],lm have Ihe Go(ls much 
help in all ,Iangerons trouble.:' 3) - "TI,e ",VoH gorges Oden, "'ho Ibus 

gollelh It;. bane; but immedialely thereafter rushes Vidar fonvard, and 

lIeppelh will. one foot ou his lower jaw. On Ihat fool ].alh I.e Ihe shoe, 

for ,,·bielt tl.e lealher ].a8 been, from of oM, collecled of all Ihose bil~ 

whielt are ent off shoes for Ihe loes or heels Ihereof. lIe, therdore, ,,'1.0 

will come 10 the l.elp of II.c Asar, alway sl.all luke carc 10 cas I aside 

tJ\ese culling~. ,\Yilh his olhcr lland Vidar layellt hoM of Ibo '\Yo1£'s 

upper jaw, and rivelh l.is Ihroat asunder; an,l tJli. is Ihe .lcallt of tlte 

,\-Volf." 4) Cm"," interprets this migl.ly aon of Oden, inlo au emhlem of 

tlte ailent lapse of lime. 
VIPELL, (CLUB). "Now it came 10 pass one (lay, tballhe Jarls went 

in before lite king, and Vifell sued for Il.c l.and of Eimyria, bnt Velete 

I) SIr ... ,. p. 49. - :10) Do. 117. - 3) GyICall' cll, 29, - 4) Do. lOb, !il. 

Digitized by Coogle 



300 

for tltat of Eisa. Hi. denial gave the king unto them both. Hereupon became 

they mighlily enraged, and sllOrtly afler carried Illey off lite maidens by force. 

Thereafler fled they from oul the eounlry, and dared Dol come before tIle 

preseuee of Ihe king, for bOlh had he exiled from l,is realm, and also caused 

iucanlalions to be used, so Ihat tbey should never Ihrive there in that land; 

berewilb ordained he also, Illal their kinsmen should for ever be .!riven 

from their properly. Vesele sellied himselC on Illat island or holm l'ighl 

Borgunderholm, aud became falher 10 BUD and to Sigurd Kappe, Vifell 

saile.l oul farther to Ihe easl, taking up his abode on tIlal island called 

Vif4>ll's-Isle. By his wife, Eimyria, had he a son hight Viking; early 

was he of great staluro, and rar slronger than oIlIer men." 1) Space will 

1101 allow U8 10 translate farlher; we refer 10 Ihe amusing Saga ilself. 

See VIKING VIFBLLSSON. 

"VIGRID', - higllt Ihe plain 

Where, ballling, meel. 
Surtur and Gods so mild: 

Days-journey' a Imudred full 

11 81retclles every way: 

'Tis mark'd Iheirield of fight."!!) 

VIKING, (ViA-IIf,r, BAY-BOT or WAR-BOY), tlte comDlon appellalion of 

tIle numerolls Norlhern bncaniers wIlD formerly ravaged "Ihe Shores of 

every sea," As in early Greece, Piracy was originall y in Scan,linavia 

an honoural1le and glorious palll for booly and exploilS, See SEA-KING. 

VIRING (VIFELLSSON). "Viking went in before the king, and salu

ted llim. 'rbe king asked bim of Ids name, and be answered even as it 

was. Hunvor [ll1e king's dallghter] aal al his aide. Viking enquired 
whelher she had nol bidolen Mm come tMlber? She said that so it was_ 

Vikiug demanded, on whal conditions he should fight tho du~l wil]l 

Harek [Iron-head]. - 'Thou sllah have my daughler', saiol Ihe king, 

'aud an bonorable dowry thereunlo,' - To IlIia did Viking agree, and 

t11ereupon was Hervor belrollled unlo him. 1\Iosl men however Ihought 

lIe was but a dead man, H he sllOuld fighl wilh Harek •• , , Vikillg now 

drew Angnrvadel, and the falchion shinc.l, even as a fire borned from 

'0111 it. "Vben Harek saw tl'is be said, - 'Kever sbould I IIIIve fought 

wilh thee. bad I kno,vn Ihat tl,on lladsl Angurvaolel in thy hands'; , ••• 

alld even as be sai,l these words, Vikhlg hewed Harek across Ibe skull 

and clove bim down all his lenglh, so Ihal the sword ,,"ent dc~p inlo 

the earlh, even up to Ille MIt Ihereof," 3) Sce IRO:'\'-UEAD, 

VINCOLP, (Ille FI.OOR of FRIINDS or Conrl of Friendsl,ip), oue of 

11.e Mamions of l'ara.1ise, in Asgllrol. - "Anotller Hall huilded they [Ihe 

Asarj Ibereunlo; l.ere were allars for Ihe Goddcsses: all-fair it was, and 
tItis bonae men call Vingolf." .) 

I) rltorlU. 1'11, &t,II, clo, I, - 2) S_. EdJ., V.fUlIdn .. r's Song, aIr, 18.
.3) rAorll'If Vi', S.,., rio. 'I, 't, - ',) Gylfotg. 41, 
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VIBGIN-BOWIIl. Tile lover. of lite olden time were of len auflieienlly 

violent in their wooings. Ravishment, robbery, anll forcible abduction 

were not unfrequently allempled, and often Wh]L suece ... 'Che Virgin

bower (M ...... Jungfru-]Iur) or separate aparlment of the MaIdens, was 

tILerefore, harem-like, guarded and fortmed wilb. great care. We aome

limes read, in Ihe old songs and sagas, of draw-bridges and towers, not 

10 speak of magic fires &c., being used for Ihat purpose. 

WIlALB. - "In Skaldic phraseology, f'roldl or 'rron.. i. e. demon

gianls and giantesses, are tenned "whales oC Ihe mounlains." The Saga 

of lIialnLler and Oclver contains a very slliriled descril'lion of a conleSI 

witlL a magic whale, whicIL lerminates in its defeat and subaidence." 1) 

WHITE GOD, a surname of Balder, who was also, during Ib.e chris

lianization of tILe NortIL, of len called 'rAe While CArul. Sec IA.UKB. 

WOMEN-WAVES, Witch-sent Siorm-waves. 

TEOMAl'f, peasaut, 60 .. ". (from 6,; ... to reside), was originally an in

dependeut and often very powerful lanll1LOlder, whose estate ,vas held 

willLout auy condilion of suit or service. 

YGDRASIL, (Yggtlr",iII. tIle HORSE of YGGR or Oden, from Oden ]laTing 

been snspended tlterelo in some magical or sacrificial ceremony,) Ihe Tree 

uf Time. - "Then quod Gangled; 'which is Ihe cllief place and holiest 

.eat of Ib.e Gods?' - Har answered; 'it is by Ihe Ash y,tlr.,i1i there do 

tlLo Gods give doom each day: Gangleri tllen asked; 'what is there told 

regarding tJUs place?' - TILen makelb. Jafnhar [rA. "",,11, I.", 0...) reply: 

'This Ash is of all trees Ihe chiefest and the best; the branches thereof 

siriko out over 1]le whole world, and stand up abClve tILe heaven. Three 

roots tltere are wlticl1 uphold the tree, and alrelclL themselves far and 
wide abroad. Ono goelh 10 Ib.e Asar; another to tILe Frost-trolls wltere 

formerly Ginntiagagap slood; and tlLo lJUrd slandelll over Nifl.b.eim, and 

under t]lis root is Hvergelmir, where Nidhogg gnaweth it down below. 

Under tlLat root wlticll rea cite lit to Ib.o Frost-trolls, is Mimer', well, where 

wisdom and underslandillg are concealed." 2) 

"Ash kno,v I higlL standing - TIlence 'ti. come the clew-drop. 

'Tis Ygdrasil higllt - That {all in the dale, 

lis crown ever waler'd It Slands Ihere aye green 

WillL wJUte-llowillg wave; Over Urda'. founl." 3) 

"The deeper .ignificalion of this Mylltus prelents Ygdrasil as Ib.e 

lncreale, eternal, self-sustaining principle of Ufe. Hence it trembles, it 

is Irue, on the day of Ib.a mundane catastrophe, yet lalla not, hut con-

I) BIro.." p. 13,. - \1) Gylf.,. 15. - 3) Volupt •• lr. 19. 
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finuea to aublist afler Ragnariik. According III this new, It I three 1'00ts 
are also symbolical of Spirit, Organisation, and Matter, tIle three funda
mental conditions of all visible existence." 1) - "It need scarcely be 
observed; that Ille great ash y,drtuil is palpably tIle Zambn of the Indian 

mount M ..... , and they are equally transcripts of tho Paradisiacal tree of 
knowledge. The GOlhs llavo added to it, an infernal serpent, which. 

perpetually gnaws its root from below: a curious part of the tradition 
wMcb suBidenlly bespeaks its own origin." 2) 

TNBa, a monstrous Giant, who existed in the beginning of time. 
Ho was slain by Oden, Veli and Ve, and the world was crealed from 

his dismembered carease. This, of course, symbolizes the material ele
menls, distributed and organized by the Divine energies. 

"From Ymer's body 
'f)1B Earth. was made, 

And from his blood Ill! lea; 

Rockl from his bones; 
Trecs from his hair; 

And lUgh Heav'n from his skull: 

"From out his brows 
The mild Gods Ihap'd 

Midgird for Ions of men; 
But from Ilia brain 
V\' ere all llLe heavy 

Clouds at once created." 3) 

TULI:, is the old Northern word (Swedish Jul) for CAr __ , and i. 

Itill universally used in the North of England. BollL Yule and the Yule
Carousal, wMeh coincided with tbe winter-solstice, are I.,. ..... .. cinol than 

t],e CAruIM. Christmas and its rites, which tbe monks eDgrafted on tbem 

as a pious substitUle. 

lOla, the God of the aea. He symbolized this element in ita 
grt!fttDesa and mildness. Of course llLe word often meaDS simply ilie 

Ocean. We find the term atill occaaionally used ') to signify the bore or 
tide-wave of a large river. 

lou\'s DAUGBTEaS, Mer - maids (billows, waves) who are nine in 
number: B....,'ef., (heaven-bigh); D_I •• (Douser); B"""_,"4u. (Bloody
wan); Br/riaI, (Heaving); V,ltr. (Water); B ....... (Spoiler); 1IJIfja, (Billow) 

DrtI{rI, (llLe Driving); and 1l4l,., (Flood). 5) 

ODBa. See Fuu. 

J) B. L. &Itl." qaoted by &,."" p. 2'90 - 2) , .... , Orig. Pag. Id, l. 341. -

3) .... lUu, Grimaer'a Sqag, Itr, 40. 41. - 4) Drr4", Tbren. A"I' 130. -
5) Sk.ld.brp, eh, 6r. 

• 
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ERRATA: 

"Ut hominum, ita libronun, 
laIn4'g "4'eni4'4'g 4'4'eregi:u4' illi 

et sel4'rllur;e van4'i: , hie 

nullus sine vitiis editur: pne 

.t1.ndreaa Olno Lecturis Sal, 

The lollowi~g have heen observed, 

P. 8 I. U, ,... 'HeaTn's' 

4'1 - ,,'JrsifulE,ca' 

r_ 'Heav'n',' 

" 'lEifullic'.' 

- Iii - 15. .. 'Falchion' " 'Falcon" 
-fi9 - 8, " 'NiJrthiDr;Jfleg' " 'NiglltinJralll" 
iii 1M - .. "lEutUgt' ,,"lEainst' 

... TfH: reader gill remember lE,aE: the printing of this work. in a 
foreign Capital, has heeD attended with great delays and disadvantage • 

• 
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