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Ancient Order of Hibernians
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Andrews, Thomas
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arms crisis
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Bacon, Francis

Balbriggan
Bale, John




Balfe, Michael William
Ball, Robert Stawell
ballet, Irish

Ballina
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Ballycastle
Ballymena (town)
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Banbridge (town)
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Bangor (Northern Ireland)
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Barons Court
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basketball, Ireland
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Belfast (city)
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Belfast Lough

Bell, Sam Hanna

Bell Burnell, (Susan) Jocelyn
Belvedere House
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Beresford, Charles William de la Poer

Berqin, Patrick
Berkeley, George

Bermingham

Bernal, John Desmond
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Bianconi, Charles (Carlo)
Binchy, Maeve
Birmingham, George A
Birmingham Six
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Birr Castle
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Black, Donald Taylor

Black and Tans

Blackburn, Helen

Black Death

Blackwater (river, Northern Ireland)
Blackwater (river, Republic of Ireland)
Blanchflower, Danny (Robert Dennis)

Blarney

Blarney Castle

Blaskets

Bligh, William

Blood's Plot

Bloody Sunday

Blount, Charles

Blueshirts

Board of Works

bog

Boland, Eavan (Aisling)
Boole, George

Bord Scannan na Héireann
Botanic Gardens, Belfast
Bothy Band, the

Boucicault, Dion(ysus) Larner
boundary commission

Bowen, Elizabeth (Dorothea Cole)
Boycott, Charles Cunningham

Boydell, Brian
Boyle, Richard
Boyle, Robert
Boyle Abbey

Boyne

Boyne, Battle of the
Boyne Valley
Brady, Liam

Brady, Paul
Branagh, Kenneth Charles

Bray (Republic of Ireland)
Breathnach, Paddy

Brian Béruma

Brigid, St

Brinkley, John

Brooke, Charlotte
Brookeborough, Basil Stanlake Brooke
Brosnan, Pierce
Brougham, John
Brouncker, William
Brown, William

Browne, Noel

Bruce, Edward

Brugha, Cathal

Bruton, John Gerard
Buncrana

Bunratty Castle

Bunting, Edward

Burgh, Thomas




Burke, Edmund
Burke, Robert O'Hara
Burren, the

Butler, Eleanor
Butlers of Ormond
Butt, Isaac

Byrne, Eddie
Byrne, Gabriel
Byrne, Gay
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Cahir

Cahir Castle

Callan, Nicholas
Callanan, Jeremiah J(oseph)
camogie

Campbell, Agnes
Campbell, Joseph
Campbell, Oliver Seamus
Cantwell, Noel

Carey, D(enis) J(oseph)
Carey, John

Carey, Patrick
Carleton, William

Carlingford Lough
Carlow (county)

Carlow (town)

Carolan, Turlough

carragheen
Carrantuohill

Carrickfergus
Carrickfergus Castle
Carrick-on-Shannon
Carrick-on-Suir
Carrick-on-Suir Castle
Carrowkeel
Carrowmore

Carruth, Michael
Carson, Edward Henry
Carton House

Cary, (Arthur) Joyce (Lunel)
Casement, Roger David
Cashel

Cashel, Rock of
Casino Marino
Castlebar

Castle Coole
Castledermot
Castletown House
Castle Ward House
Catholic Association
Catholic Committee
Catholic emancipation




Catholicism

Cattle Acts

Cavan (county)

Cavan (town)

Cavendish, Lord Frederick Charles
Céitinn, Seathrun
Celbridge

Celt

Ceoltéiri Cualann
ceramics

Charles Fort

Charlton, Jack
Chichester, Arthur
Chieftains, the

Childers, (Robert) Erskine
Childers, Erskine H(amilton)
Christian Brothers
Christianization of Ireland
cinema

Civil War, Irish

Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem, the
Clan-Na-Gael

Clann na Poblachta

Clare

Clare, Richard de

Clarke, Austin

Clarke, Harry

Clarke, Mary Francis
Clerke, Agnes Mary
Clifden

Clonmacnoise

Clonmel

Clontarf, Battle of

Cobh

Coffey, Brian
Coleraine (town)

Colgan, John

Colles, Abraham

Collins, Michael

Collins, Steven

Colum, Padraic

Columba, St

Colum Cille

Comeragh Mountains
Comerford, Joe
Comhaltas Ceoltdiri Eireann
composition (Ireland)
Conchobar

Confederation of Kilkenny
Congested Districts Board
Connacht

Connaughton, Shane
Connemara

Connolly, James
Connolly, Sybil




Conolly, William
Constitution of Ireland
contemporary dance
Continuity IRA
Cookstown (town)
cooperative movement

Coote, Eyre
Cork (county)
Cork (city)

Corkery, Daniel

Cork Film Festival
Cork Jazz Festival
Cormac MacArt
Cornwallis, Charles
Corrib, Lough

Corrs, the

Cosgrave, Liam
Cosgrave, William Thomas
Costello, John Aloysius
costume

Coughlan, Eamon
Coulter, Phil
Counter-Reformation
Country and Irish
Courcy, John de

coyne and livery

crafts, traditional

Craig, James

Craig, Maurice
Craigavon (city)

Cranberries, the
Croagh Patrick

Crofts, Freeman Wills
Croke, Thomas William
Croke Park

Croker, John Wilson
Croker, Richard

Croker, Thomas Crofton
Croly, George
Crommelin, Samuel Louis
Cromwell, Oliver

Cross, Dorothy
crosses, high

Cuchulain

Cullen, Paul

Cumann na mBan
Cumann na nGaedheal
Curragh, the

Curragh 'Mutiny'
Cusack, Cyril James

D



Dagda

Déil Eireann

Dal Cais

Dalriada

Damer House

dance, traditional
Danu

Darcy, Patrick
Dargan, William
Darley, George
Darragh, Lydia
Davies, Christian
Davies, John

Davis, John T

Davis, Thomas Osborne
Davitt, Michael
Day-Lewis, C(ecil)
Deane, Raymond
Deane, Seamus
Declaration of 1460
De Danaan

Deevy, Theresa
Defenders

Delany, Ronnie

Derg, Lough (County Clare)
Derg, Lough (County Donegal)
Derry

Derry (cit

Desmond, Dermot
Desmond, Eleanor
de Valera, Eamon

de Valois, Ninette
Devenish Island

De Vere, Aubrey

De Vere, Aubrey Thomas
Devlin, Anne

Devlin, Bernadette
Devlin, Denis

Devlin, Joseph
Devotional Revolution
Devoy, John

Dillon, Gerard

Dillon, James (politician)
Dillon, John

Dineen, Patrick
Dingle
disestablishment
dissent

Dixon, Henry Horatio
Dobbs, Arthur
Doherty, Ken(neth)

Donaghadee

Donegal
Donleavy, J(ames) P(atrick)

Donnybrook (Republic of Ireland)




Down
Downey, Angela
Downing Street Declaration

Downpatrick
Doyle, James Warren

Doyle, Roddy
Drennan, William

Drogheda
Dromoland Castle
Dromore

Druid Theatre

Drury, Susannah
Dublin (county)
Dublin (city)
Dubliners, the

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies
Duffy, Charles Gavan
Dun Aengus

Dundalk

Dungannon

Dungarvan
DuUn Laoghaire

Dunsany, Edward John Moreton Drax Plunkett
Dunwoody, (Thomas) Richard

Durcan, Paul

Durrow, Book of

Dwyer, Michael

E

Eason, John Charles Malcolm
Easter Rising

Economic War

ecumenical movement
Edenderry

Edgeworth, Henry Essex
Edgeworth, Maria

Edgeworth, Richard Lovell
education

Eire

electoral system: Republic of Ireland
Emain Macha

emigration

Emmet, Robert

Emo Court

Ennis

Ennis, Seamus

Enniscorthy

Ennis Friary
Enniskillen

Enniskillen Castle
Enya

Erin

Eriugena, John Scottus




Erne, Lough
Ervine, St John (Greer)

Essex, Robert Devereux
Essex, Walter Devereux
Eucharistic Congress
European Union
Eurovision Song Contest

=

faction fighting
Fagan, James Bernard

FAI

fairy

Famine, the Great
Farquhar, George
Farrington, Anthony
Fastnet Rock

Faulkner, (Arthur) Brian (Deane)
Fay, William George
Fenian movement
Fenians

Ferquson, Harry George
Ferguson, Howard
Ferguson, Samuel
Fermanagh

Fianna

Fianna Fail

Field, John

Field Day Theatre Company
Film Company of Ireland
Film Institute of Ireland
Fine Gael

Finn Mac Cumhaill

Fitt, Gerry

Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald, Barry

FitzGerald, Garret Michael
Fitzgerald, George Francis
Fitzgibbon, John
Fitzmaurice, George
Fitzmaurice, James
Fitzralph, Richard
Fitzwilliam episode

flag

Flanagan, Edward Joseph
Flatley, Michael
Fleischmann, Aloys

Flight of the Earls

Flood, Henry

Florence Court

Foley, John Henry
folklore

Fomorians




Football Association of Ireland
football, Gaelic

Ford, Patrick

Foster, John

Foster, Vere Henry Lewis

fox-hunting
Foyle, Lough

freemasonry
French, (William) Percy

Fricker, Brenda
Friel, Brian
furniture

G

GAA

Gaelic Athletic Association
Gaelic football

Gaelic League

Gaeltacht

Gallagher, Rory

Gallarus Oratory

Galtee Mountains
Galway, James

Galway (county)

Galway (town

Gandon, James

Garda Siochana

Gate Theatre

Geldof, Bob

Geraldine

Giant's Causeway
Gibson, Mike

Giles, Johnny

Gilmore, Patrick (Sarsfield)
Gilsenan, Alan

Giraldus Cambrensis
Gladstone, William Ewart

glass
Gleeson, Brendan

Glendalough
Glenveagh Castle
Goban Saor

Gogarty, Oliver St John
Goldsmith, Oliver

golf

Gonne, Maud

Good Friday Agreement
Grattan, Henry

Graves, Alfred Perceval
Graves, Robert James
Gregory, Augusta

Greystones
Grianan of Aileach




Griffin, Gerald
Griffith, Arthur
Griffith, Richard John
Grubb, Howard
Guerin, Veronica
Guildford Four
Guinness

Gur, Lough
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius

H

Hall, Anna Maria

Hamilton, William Rowan
Hannay, James Owen
Hardiman, James

harp

Harris, Richard St Johns
Harty, (Herbert) Hamilton
Harvey, William Henry
Haslam, Thomas (1825-1917) and Anna (1829-1922)
Haughey, Charles James
Healy, Timothy Michael
Heaney, Seamus Justin

Heck, Barbara

Herbert, Victor

hero-tales (Ireland)

Hickey, Kieran

Higgins, Alex Gordon

Higgins, William

Hillery, Patrick John
Hillsborough (Northern Ireland)

historiography
hockey
Holland, John Philip

Holycross
Holycross Abbey

Holywood
home rule, Irish
Hone, Evie
Hone, Nathaniel

horse racing
Horslips, the

Huguenots
Hume, John

Humewood Castle

hunger strike

hurling
Hurst, Brian Desmond

Hutcheson, Francis
Hyde, Douglas




Impressionists
INLA

Innisfree

internment (Ireland)
Invincibles, the

IRA

Ireland

Ireland, John

Ireland, Republic of
Irish-American nationalism
Irish Colleges

Irish Film Board/Bord Scannan na Héireann
Irish Free State

Irish Independent

Irish Land Acts

Irish Language (Gaelge)
Irish Literary Theatre

Irish literature

Irish nationalism

Irish National Liberation Army
Irish Press

Irish Republican Army

Irish Republican Brotherhood
Irish revival

Irish Sea

Irish stew

Irish Sweepstake

Irish Times

Irish Volunteers

Irish Women Workers' Union
Irish Yeomanry

Irvine, Eddie

J

Jacobite

Jellett, Mainie

Jennings, Pat(rick)

Jerpoint Abbey

John F Kennedy Arboretum
Johnston, (William) Denis
Johnston, Jennifer Prudence
Johnstown Castle

Joly, John

Jones, Mary
Jordan, Eddie

Jordan, Neil

journalism

journalism, religious

Joyce, James (Augustine Aloysius)

K



Kane, Robert

Kavanagh, Patrick (Joseph)
Keane, John B(rendan)
Keane, Molly (Mary Nesta)
Keane, Robbie

Keane, Roy Maurice
Keating, Geoffrey

Keating, Ronan

Keating, Séan

Kells

Kells, Book of

Kelly, Hugh

Kelly, Michael
Kelly (John James), Sean

Kelvin, William Thomson

Kenmare
Kennelly, Brendan
Kerry

Kerry, Ring of

Kickham, Charles Joseph
Kiely, Benedict

Kildare

Kildare (town)

Kilkeel

Kilkenny (county)

Kilkenny (town)

Kilkenny Design Workshop
Killaloe

Killanin, Michael Morris

Killarney

Killorglin
Kilmainham Treaty

Kilruddery House

Kinane, Mick

King, Cecll

King John's Castle

Kinsella, Thomas

Kirwan, Richard

Kitchener, Horatio (Herbert)
Knock

Knockmealdown Mountains
Knocknarea

Knowles, James Sheridan
Knox, Alexander

Kylemore Abbey

Kyteler, Alice

L

Labour Party (Republic of Ireland)
Ladies' Land Leaque
Lalor, James Fintan

Land League
landscape painting




Lane, Hugh Percy
Lanyon, Charles
Laois

Larkin, James
Larmor, Joseph
Larne (town)
Lavelle, Patrick
Lavery, John

Lavin, Mary
Le Brocquy, Louis

Lee
Le Fanu, (Joseph) Sheridan

legal system

legends, Irish
Leinster

Leitrim

Leix

Leixlip

Lemass, Sean Francis
Leonard, Hugh

leprechaun

Letterkenny
Lever, Charles James

Leviathan Telescope
Liberator, the

Liffey

Lifford

Limavady (town)
Limerick (county)
Limerick (town)
Limerick Castle
Limerick, Treaty of
Lisburn (city)
Lismore Castle
Listowel

Lloyd George, David
Loftus, Adam
Lombard, Peter
Londonderry, Marquess of
Longford, Edward Arthur Henry Pakenham
Longford

Longford (town)
Lonsdale, Kathleen
Loughrea

Louth

Lover, Samuel

Lugh

Lunny, Donal

Lurgan

Lynch, Jack (John Mary)

Lynch, Liam

M



McAleese, Mary Patricia
McAliskey, Bernadette Josephine
McAnally, Ray(mond)
McAuley, Catherine Elizabeth
MacBride, Sean
McBride, Willie John
McCabe, Patrick
McCann, Donal
MacCarthy, Denis Florence
McCormack, John
McCourt, Frank (Francis)
McCoy, Tony
McCracken, Henry Joy
McCracken, Mary Ann
MacCurtain, Thomas
MacDiarmada, Sean
MacDonagh, Donagh
McDonagh, Martin
MacDonagh, Thomas
McEntee, Sean
MacEoin, Sean
McGahern, John
MacGill, Patrick
Macaqillycuddy's Reeks
McGrath, Paul
MacGreevy, Thomas
McGuigan, Barry
McGuinness, Frank
MacHale, John
Macintyre, Tom

Macken, Walter
McKenna, Siobhan
MacKenna, Stephen
Mackey, Mick

Macklin, Charles
MacLaverty, Bernard
McLaverty, Michael

Mac Liammoir, Micheal
Maclise, Daniel
MacMurrough, Dermot
MacNamara, Brinsley
MacNeice, (Frederick) Louis
MacNeill, Eoin (John)
MacPherson, Conor
MacQuaid, John Charles
MacRory, Joseph
MacSwiney, Mary
MacSwiney, Terence
Magherafelt (town)
Magrath, Meiler

Mahon, Derek

Mahony, Francis Sylvester
Malachy, St

Malahide Castle

Mallon, Seamus




Manchester Martyrs
Mangan, James Clarence
Mannix, Daniel

Mant, Richard
manuscripts, illuminated
Maria Duce

Markievicz, Constance Georgina
Martin, James

Martin, Violet Florence
Matthew, Theobald
Maturin, Charles Robert

Maynooth
Maynooth College

Mayo
Meagher, Thomas Francis

Meaney, Colm
Meath

Medhba

megalith

Mellifont Abbey
Mellifont, conspiracy of
Mellows, Liam
Merriman, Brian
metalwork
middlemen
Midleton

Mitchel, John
Mitchell, Frank
Mitchelstown
modernism

Moher, Cliffs of
Molloy, M(ichael) J(oseph)
Molly Maguires
Molyneux, William
Monaghan (county)
Monaghan (town)
Monasterboice
monasteries, Irish
Montague, John

Mooney, Ria
Moore, Brian

Moore, Christy

Moore, George (Augustus)
Moore, Thomas

Moran, David Patrick
Morgan, Sydney
Morrison

Morrison, George
Morrison, Van

Mortimer

Moryson, Fynes

Mount levers Court
Mountjoy, Charles Blount
Mountjoy Castle

Mount Stewart House




Mount Usher Gardens
Mourne Mountains
Muckross Abbey
Mullen, Karl
Mullingar

Mullins, Brian
Munster

Munster plantation
Murphy, Arthur
Murphy, Dervla Mary
Murphy, Jimmy
Murphy, Pat

Murphy, Richard

Murphy, Tom
Murphy, William Martin

Murray, Ann

music, traditional

Mussenden Temple
mythological origins of Ireland

mythology

N

Naas

Nagle, Nano

National Botanic Gardens (Republic of Ireland)
Nationalist Party

Nationalist Party

National University of Ireland

Nation, The

Navan

Navan Fort

Neagh, Lough
Neeson, Liam

Nenagh
neutrality (Irish)

Newbridge
Newcastle West

Newgrange
New Ross

Newry

Newtonstewart
Newtownards

Nicholson, Asenath
Nicholson, John

Ni Chonaill, Eibhlin

Ni Dhomhnaill, Nuala
Nivedita, Sister

Nore

Normans

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland Assembly
Northern Ireland Office
Northern Ireland peace process




O

O'Brien

O'Brien, (Josephine) Edna
O'Brien, Aidan

O'Brien, Charlotte Grace
O'Brien, Conor Cruise
O'Brien, Fitz-James
O'Brien, Flann

O'Brien, Kate

O'Brien, William

O'Brien, William Smith

O Bruadair, Daibhi
O'Byrne, Fiach MacHugh
O Cadhain, Méirtin
O'Casey, Sean

O Conaire, (Seéan-)Padraic
O'Connell, Daniel
O'Connell, Eilis

O'Connor, Christy
O'Connor, Feargus Edward
O'Connor, Frank
O'Connor, James Arthur
O'Connor, Pat

O'Connor, Rory

O'Connor of Connacht
O'Conor, John

O'Conor, Roderic

O Délaigh, Muireadhach Albanach
O'Donnell, Daniel
O'Donnell, Peadar
O'Donnell of Tirconnell
O'Donovan Rossa, Jeremiah
O'Duffy, Eimar (Ultan)
O'Duffy, Eoin

O Faolain, Sean

Offaly

O'Flaherty, Liam

O'Grady, Standish James
O'Hara, Maureen

O'Hehir, Micheal

O hEédhasa, Eochaidh
O'Herlihy, Dan

O'Higgins, Ambrosio
O'Higgins, Kevin Christopher
Oireachtas

O'Keeffe, John

O Laoghaire, An tAthair Peadar
O'Leary, David

O'Leary, Liam

Omagh (town)
O'Mahony, John

O'Malley, Donogh
O'Malley, Ernest




O'Neill

O'Neill, Hugh
O'Neill, Shane

O'Neill, Terence
O'Nolan, Brian

Orangeman

Orange music

Orange Order

O Rathaille, Aodhagan
orchestras

O Reachtabhra, Antoine
O'Reilly, John Boyle

O'Reilly, Tony

O Riada, Sean

O Ri6rdain, Seén

O'Riordan, Conal Holmes O'Connell
Orpen, William Newenham Montague
Osborne, Walter

O'Shea, Milo

Ossian

O Stilleabhéin, Eoghan Ruadh
O Stilleabhéin, Micheél
O'Sullivan, Maureen
O'Sullivan, Seumas
O'Sullivan, Sonia

O'Sullivan, Thaddeus

O'Toole, Peter (Seamus)

P

Paisley, lan (Richard Kyle)
Pale, the English

Parker, Stewart

Parke's Castle

Parnell, Charles Stewart
Parnell, Frances (‘Fanny') (1849-1882) and Anna (1852-1911)
Parnell, Thomas

Parsons, Charles
Parsons, William

partition

Passage East

Patrick, St

pattern (Irish feast day)
Pearse, Patrick Henry

peat bog
penal laws

periodicals
Peters, Mary Elizabeth

Petrie, Charles
Phoenix Park Murders
photography

Pigott, Richard
plantation

Planxty




plasterwork
Plunkett, Horace Curzon

Plunkett, Joseph Mary
Plunkett, Oliver

pop and rock music
population

Portadown

Portlaoise

portraiture

Portumna Castle
potato blight

poteen
Powerscourt

Poynings's Law
Praeger, Robert Lloyd
Prendergast, Kathy
Prendergast, Paddy
Preston, Thomas
Progressive Democrats
Protestantism

Prout, Father
Provisional IRA
Punchestown

Q

Quinn, Aidan
Quinn, Bob
Quinn, Edel

R

Radio Telifis Eireann (RTE)
Raiftearai, Antoine
Raleigh, Walter
Rathdrum

Rathlin Island

Rea, Stephen

Real IRA

Rebellion of 1798
Redmond, John Edward
Ree, Lough
Reformation

Reginald's Tower

Reid, Forrest

Reid, Mayne
religious orders

republicanism

Reynolds, Albert

Reynolds, Osborne

Ring, Christy (Christopher Nicholas)
Riverdance

Robinson, (Esmé Stuart) Lennox
Robinson, Mary




Roche, Regina Maria
Roche, Stephen

Roche, Tom

Rock of Cashel

Rodgers, W(illiam) R(obert)
Rolleston, Thomas William
Roman Catholicism
Roscommon

Roscommon, Wentworth Dillon (poet)
Roscommon Castle
Roscrea

Roscrea Castle

Ross, Martin

Rosse, William Parsons
Rosslare Harbour

Rothe House

round towers

Rowallane House

Royal Dublin Society

Royal Irish Academy

rugby

Russborough House
Russell, George William
Russell, Mother Mary Baptist
Russell, Thomas

Russell, William Howard
Ryan, William Patrick

S

Sabine, Edward

St Patrick's College, Maynooth
St Patrick's Day

saints, Celtic

Sands, Bobby

Sarsfield, Patrick

Saul (village)

Sayers, Peig
Scott, Michael

Scott, William

sculpture

SDLP

Seanad Eireann

semi-state company
shamrock (emblem)
Shannon

Shaw, George Bernard
Sheehan, Patrick Augustine
Sheehy, Nicholas
Sheehy-Skeffington, Francis Joseph Christopher
Sheehy-Skeffington, Hannah
sheela-na-gig

Sheils, George

Sheridan, Jim




Sheridan, Richard Brinsley

Shillelagh
shipbuilding
showbands
showjumping
Sigerson, Dora
Simms, George Otto
Sinn Fein

Six Counties
Skelligs, the
Skerries
Skibbereen
Slieve Bloom

Sligo (county)
Sligo (town)

Sloane, Hans

Smurfit, Michael

Smyllie, Robert Maire
social change

Social Democratic and Labour Party
soda bread

Solomons, Estella
Somerville, Edith (Anna Oenone)
Somerville and Ross
Spenser, Edmund

sport

Spring, Dick

Stack, Tommy

Stackallan

Stacpoole, Henry de Vere
Staigue Fort

Stanford, Charles Villiers
Stanihurst, Richard
Steele, Richard

Stephens, James
Stephens, James Kenneth
Sterne, Laurence

Stewart

Stoker, Bram

Stokes, George Gabriel
Stokes, Whitley

Stokes, William

Stoney, George Johnstone
Stormont

Strabane (town)
Strangford Lough

Suir

Sunningdale Agreement
surrender and regrant
Sutherland, Peter

Swan, Chatrlie
Sweepstake, Irish

Swift, Jonathan

Swilly, Lough
Swiss Cottage (Ireland)




Swords
Svynge, J(ohn) M(illington)

T

Taaffe, Pat(rick)
Tailteann Games
Talbot, Matt

Tandy, (James) Napper
Taoiseach

Tara Hill

Tate, Nahum

Taylor, Jeremy

TD

temperance movement
Tenant League

tenant right

Tennent, Gilbert
textiles

theatre, 17th —19th century
theatre, 20th century
Thin Lizzy

Thompson, William
Thomson, James (physicist)
Thoor Ballylee

Thurles

Tipperary

Tipperary (town)

Titanic

tithe

Tod, Isabella

Toibin, Colm

Tone, (Theobald) Wolfe
Townsend, John Sealy Edward
Tralee

Tramore

Treacy, Philip

Trench, Richard Chenevix
Trevor, William

Trim

Trimble, David

Trim Castle

Trinity College, Dublin
Troy, John Thomas
Tuam

Tuatha Dé Danann
Tullamore

Tullynally Castle

Tur Gloine, An

tweed, Irish

Tynan, Katharine

Tyndall, John
Tyrconnell, Richard Talbot

Tyrone




-

C|C
oINS

Ister

Ulster Defence Association
Ulster plantation

Ulster revival

Ulster Television

Ulster Unionist Party
Ulster Volunteer Force
Union, Act of (1801)
United Irishmen

Ussher, James

Cc

Vv

Valentia

Valera, Eamon de
Vallancey, Charles

Van Morrison

Vignoles, Charles Blacker
Vikings

Vinegar Hill, Battle of

w

Wadding, Luke

Walker, James Cooper

Wall, Mervyn Eugene Welply
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Abbey Theatre

playhouse in Dublin, Republic of Ireland, associated with the literary revival of the
early 1900s, that was part of a general cultural Irish revival. The theatre opened in
1904 and staged the works of a number of Irish dramatists, including Lady Gregory,
W B Yeats, J M Synge, and Sean O'Casey. Burned down in 1951, the Abbey Theatre
was rebuilt in 1966.

Financed by Annie Horniman, the theatre was built to house the Irish National
Theatre Society, formed in 1901 by W G Fay, Yeats, and Lady Gregory to perform
the plays of the new Irish dramatists. The theatre's licence was held by Lady Gregory
and for most of the early years she and Yeats were its only directors. It soon became
self-supporting and made a name for itself as a specialized repertory theatre with
well-acted plays of fine quality. Among its early authors, apart from Yeats and Lady
Gregory, were J M Synge, Padraic Colum, George Fitzmaurice, and George Bernard
Shaw.

The company toured in England and the USA, where its excellence in production and
acting had a profound influence in the years before 1914. The theatre survived the
troubles of World War [, and in later years produced the early plays of Sean O'Casey.
A number of actors graduated from its ranks, including Sara Allgood and Arthur
Sinclair. An influx of young dramatists in the 1920s and 1930s deflected the Abbey
from poetic to realistic drama, but standards remained high in spite of the loss of the
theatre building in 1951 from fire. The company played at the Queen's Theatre until
the new Abbey Theatre opened in 1966.

From the 1960s onwards, the Abbey Theatre made a series of highly innovative
departures as it embraced the new Irish drama created by Tom Murphy, Thomas
Kilroy, Frank McGuinness, Sebastian Barry, Marina Carr, and others, without
abandoning its hold on the established repertoire associated with playwrights such as
Sean O'Casey and T C Murray. Actors such as Donal McCann and Fiona Shaw
succeeded Cyril Cusack, Siobhan McKenna, and F J McCormick from previous
generations. The Abbey continues to tour successfully with plays by Brian Friel,
Conor MacPherson, and others.

absenteeism

the widespread practice of Irish landowners residing abroad, which became an
enduring political and social problem. As early as 1360, King Edward Ill of England
was petitioned with a complaint that five-sixths of the land was in absentee hands.
Despite frequent attempts to persuade landlords to reside in Ireland, the demands of
politics and other concerns prevented any resolution of the problem until the 19th
century.

The absentee landlords were usually portrayed in a negative light, the popular
perception being that they lived prosperously in England off their income from
Ireland. This was challenged by the Irish politician Edmund Burke and others in the
18th century, when a tax on absentee landlords was proposed. Burke argued that
landlords should be free to reside wherever they wanted to and look after the greater
interests of empire. Nevertheless, absenteeism remained a major perceived



grievance in Ireland well into the 19th century when a series of Land Acts allowed the
tenants to buy the land, thus resolving the centuries-old problem.

Although absenteeism was usually equated with bad management, this was often not
the case, and many estates prospered despite the irregular presence of the
landowner.

Achill Island
or Eagle Island,

largest of the Irish islands, off County Mayo; area 148 sq km/57 sq mi; population
(1996) 976. It has mountain peaks rising to over 610 m/2,000 ft, moorland, and fine
cliffs and beaches. It has been connected to the mainland by a bridge since 1888.

Adair, James (c. 1709—c. 1783)

Irish trader and historian of the American Indians, who emigrated from County Antrim
to South Carolina in 1735. His intensive dealings with the Cherokees, Chickasaws,
and other American Indian tribes, among whom he lived for 40 years, formed the
subject of his History of the American Indians (1755). Though his work, which
includes the theory that American Indians came from ten lost tribes, was inaccurate
and misleading, it remains a valuable source for the relations between American
Indians and Southern colonists in the 18th century.

Adams, Gerry (1948-)
born Gerard Adams,

Northern Irish politician, leader (president) of Sinn Fein from 1983, member of
Parliament for Belfast West 1983—-92 and since 1997. He has been a key figure in
Irish peace negotiations. In 1994 he was the main architect of the IRA ceasefire and
in 1997 Adams entered into multiparty talks with the British government which, on
Good Friday, 10 April 1998, resulted in an agreement accepted by all parties. He has
since been a member of the Northern Ireland Assembly created by the peace
process.

Adams was interned 1972 and 1973—77 on suspicion of involvement in terrorist
activity. In 1993 it was revealed that he had held talks about a possible political
solution with the leader of the Social Democratic and Labour Party, John Hume, and
with representatives of the British government. In August 1994, when Adams
announced an IRA ceasefire, the British government removed all restrictions on his
public appearances and freedom to travel to mainland Britain (in force since 1988).
The unwillingness of the IRA to decommission its arms prior to full British troop
withdrawal from Northern Ireland led to a delay in the start of all-party peace talks in
1995, and the resumption of IRA violence in February 1996 was a setback.
Nevertheless, in September 1998, he met the Ulster Unionist leader, David Trimble,



at Stormont, Belfast, in an historic meeting, the first of its kind for several
generations.

Born in Belfast, Adams became involved with Northern Ireland politics from an early
age; his father was an IRA activist who was sentenced to eight years' imprisonment
for attempted murder. In 1971 he was allegedly given his first IRA command, the 2nd
Battalion, Belfast brigade. From 1994 he travelled widely, particularly to the USA, to
promote the cause of Sinn Fein and all-Ireland integration. The best known face of
the Irish republican movement, for many years his voice was not allowed to be
broadcast in the UK because of his alleged links to the IRA. Though an MP, Adams
has declined to take up his seat in the House of Commons because he has refused
to swear an oath of allegiance to the British queen, although from 2002 he was given
an office in the Palace of Westminster. He writes extensively on Irish republicanism,
and his experiences have been described in an autobiography Cage Eleven (1990),
a biography Gerry Adams: Before the Dawn (1996), and an insider story on the
peace process Hope and History (2003).

Gerry Adams
Leader of Sinn Fein

‘Decommissioning can only come about on a voluntary basis."'
[Issuing a statement affirming confidence that 'the IRA remains committed to the
objective of a permanent peace'. Radio 5 Live, 16 November 1999]

Gerry Adams
President of Sinn Fein and member of the Northern Ireland Assembly

'Sinn Fein believe the violence we have seen must be for all of us now a thing of the
past — over, done with and gone.’'

[A statement — approved by the British, Irish, and US governments — issued on the
eve of President Clinton's visit to Ireland, September 1998.]

Gerry Adams

Former IRA commander, president of Sinn Fein, and member of the
Northern Ireland Assembly

'Sinn Fein believe the violence we have seen must be for all of us now a thing of the
past — over, done with and gone.'

[In a statement — approved by the British, Irish, and American governments — on the
eve of President Clinton's visit to Ireland; Radio 5 Live, 1 September 1998]

Adare Manor

large house in the Tudor style at Adare, County Limerick, Republic of Ireland. The
original house was probably built in the 1720s for the 1st Earl of Dunraven, Valentine
Quinn. It was enlarged from 1832 by the 2nd Earl of Dunraven in the Tudor style with
assistance from the architect James Pain. Later the English architect AW N Pugin



was employed to design interior details and, following his death in 1852, P C
Hardwick continued the work. Adare boasts some of the most impressive interiors in
Ireland, including a Great Gallery which contains a fine stained-glass window by
Thomas Willement and an imposing timbered roof. The house was finally completed
by 1862 and is now a hotel.

agriculture

see feature essay on Irish agriculture.

Ahern, Bertie (1951-)

Irish politician, Taoiseach (prime minister) from 1997, leader of Fianna Fail from
1994. Born in Dublin, Ahern practised as an accountant before becoming active in
politics. After the May 1997 election he formed a minority government as Ireland's
youngest Taoiseach. His promotion of peace negotiations culminated in the 1998
Good Friday Agreement between Northern Ireland's contending parties, which
received 94% backing in a referendum in the Republic of Ireland in May 1998.
Following the devolution of Northern Ireland government from Westminster on 2
December 1999, he rescinded those articles of the 1937 Irish constitution that staked
a territorial claim to the north, and led the Irish delegation to the first north-south
ministerial council.

After entering the Dail (parliament) in 1977, Ahern became chief whip in Charles
Haughey's short-lived minority government of 1982. When Fianna Fail returned to
power, he was minister for labour 1987-91 and minister for finance 1991-94.
Meanwhile, Albert Reynolds had taken over the Fianna Fail leadership and formed
successive coalitions with the Progressive Demaocrats and Labour. In 1994 Reynolds
lost Labour support and was forced to resign. He also surrendered the Fianna Fil
leadership and Ahern was elected as his successor.

Ahern was educated at the Rathmines College of Commerce and University College,

Dublin, before qualifying as an accountant. In 1979 he started serving on Dublin City
Council, becoming lord mayor 1986-87.

Aiken, Frank

Irish activist, politician, and founder member of Fianna Fail, see Anglo-Irish Treaty.
He was a major force in the development of Irish foreign policy in the 1950s and
1960s.

Aikenhead, Mary (1787-1858)



Irish Catholic nun, founder of the Irish Sisters of Charity in 1816. She was appointed
superior general of the order, a position she held for the remainder of her life. She
supervised the foundation of eight convents in Ireland, St Vincent's Hospital, and an
asylum, despite being confined to bed in her later years.

Born in County Cork and raised a Protestant, Aikenhead converted to Catholicism
after the death of her father when she was 16. Following the death of her mother, she
was invited by Archbishop Daniel Murray to form a congregation of Sisters of Charity
in Ireland, the first of its kind in the country. After training to be a nun in York,
England, for three years, she returned to Ireland and founded the order at North
William Street in Dublin.

Alexander, Cecil Frances (1818-1895)

born Cecil Frances Humphreys,

Irish poet and hymn writer, born in County Wicklow. She published Verses for Holy
Seasons (1846) and the popular Hymns for Little Children (1848), which included
such well-known works as 'All Things Bright and Beautiful', '‘Once in Royal David's
City', and 'There is a Green Hill Far Away'. She also wrote a number of ballads on
Irish historical themes. She was married to Bishop William Alexander (1824-1911).

Allgood, Sarah (1883-1950)

Irish-born US actor. She appeared at the opening night of the Abbey Theatre, Dublin,
in 1904 in Lady Gregory's Spreading the News, and played the Widow Quinn in J M
Synge's The Playboy of the Western World. She was on stage with Annie Horniman's
company in Manchester in 1908 and later toured Australia with Peg O'My Heart
(1915). In 1914 Allgood became a member of the Liverpool Repertory Theatre, but
occasionally returned to the Abbey to perform in successful plays such as Sean
O'Casey's Juno and the Paycock and The Plough and the Stars. Her performance of
Juno in the Hitchcock film of Casey's play in 1930 gives a glimpse of the dignity and
realism she brought to the part.

Allgood was born in Dublin, Republic of Ireland. In 1940 she settled in Hollywood,
USA, and became a US citizen in 1945. She appeared in over 30 films there,
including haunting appearances in Jane Eyre (1943), The Lodger (1944), and
Between Two Worlds (1944). She was seldom offered parts commensurate with her
talent, however, and died penniless.

She made the film Just Peggy while on tour in Australia in 1918 and her first British

feature was Alfred Hitchcock's Blackmail (1929), Britain's first film with synchronous
sound.

Altan



Irish traditional music band. Developed by the husband-and-wife team Frankie
Kennedy (1955-1994; flute) and Mairead Ni Mhaonaigh (1959- ; fiddle and vocals),
Altan are one of the few contemporary bands to be adopted by a mainstream record
company, Virgin Records, whilst remaining in the mould of the traditional music
ensemble. Their music is rooted in Mairead's local fiddle and song tradition of
Gweedore, west Donegal, in the Republic of Ireland.

The line-up includes Méiread Ni Mhaonaigh, Ciaran Tourish (fiddle), Ciardn Curran
(bouzouki), Dermot Byrne (accordion, who replaced Frankie Kennedy), and Mark
Kelly (guitar). Important recordings include Island Angel (1993), Runaway Sunday
(1997), and The Blue Idol (2002).

Amory, Thomas (1691-1788)

Irish novelist. Born in Dublin, Amory studied medicine at Trinity College, before
moving to London, where he lived as a recluse, devoting all his time to writing. His
main works are Memoirs of Several Ladies of Great Britain (1755), concerned with
learned women living in remote and scenic retreats, and the Life of John Buncle,
Esq., Containing various Observations and Reflections, Made in Several Parts of the
World (1756—66). Written in the form of a first-person narrative, the Life of John
Buncle blends theology and utopian fantasy with a sentimental account of eight
marriages to intellectual women, and includes much discussion of Anglo-Irish society
and native Irish culture.

Amory also wrote a manuscript on The Ancient and Present State of Great Britain,
which was accidently burned.

ancestors, tracing Irish

see feature essay on how to go about tracing Irish ancestors.

Ancient Order of Hibernians
AOH,

Irish-American Catholic fraternal society, founded in New York in 1836 to aid recently
arrived Irish emigrants, and maintain contacts within the Irish diaspora and with
Ireland. Politically radicalized in the 1860s and 1870s through its association with the
revolutionary Fenian organization Clan-Na-Gael, it became more moderate in the
1880s. After 1900 the AOH gained influence in Ireland as the political machine of
Belfast nationalist Joseph Devlin, and its conservative brand of nationalism was
confirmed after the foundation of Northern Ireland. Concentrating now on voluntary
community and charitable work, it also functions as a useful network for the Catholic
business community.




An Coimisiun le Rinci Gaelacha
The Irish Dancing Commission,

first Irish step dance organization. Established in 1929 under the auspices of the
Gaelic League, it controlled the formal aspects of Irish step dance, including
examinations for teachers, registration of teachers and competitions, and the gradual
establishment of rules concerning the teaching, performance, and adjudication of the
genre.

In 1999 there were approximately 400 teachers registered with An Coimisiun in
Ireland alone. The organization has a monopoly on Irish step dance from a global
perspective, its main competitions being the world championships. Dancers from the
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, England, Scotland, Wales, Holland, and
Africa may attempt to qualify for the World Irish Dancing Championships, held
annually in Ireland since 1969.

Andrews, Christopher Stephen (1901-1985)
called 'Todd Andrews’,

Irish revolutionary and public servant, born in Dublin. Andrews was active in the
Anglo-Irish War. He took the anti-Treaty side in the Civil War but followed De
Valera's return to constitutional politics and was an early member of Fianna Fail.
Refusing invitations to enter political life, Andrews rapidly developed a career in the
Irish public service, working with the Irish Tourist Board, the Electricity Supply Board,
and was especially successful as chief executive of the Irish Turf Board (Bord na
Mona). In 1958 he was appointed chairman of the Irish public transport corporation
(Céras lompar Eireann), where he set about a radical programme of modernization
and cost-cutting. His closure of several rail lines remains the most controversial
aspect of his career. Andrews's memoirs Dublin Made Me (1979) and Man of No
Property (1982) are useful sources for the history of the early Irish State.

Andrews, Thomas (1813-1885)

Irish physical chemist, born in Belfast and educated at five universities, including
Edinburgh, from the age of 15. Andrews experimented on the liquefaction of gases,
postulating the idea that the process is governed by critical temperature and
pressure. He initially investigated the liquefaction of carbon dioxide, and by 1869 had
concluded that it has a critical temperature (or critical point) of 30.9°C/87.6°F, above
which it cannot be condensed into a liquid by any pressure. He then applied his
methods to the liquefaction of hydrogen, nitrogen, and air.

In his studies of heats of chemical combinations, Andrews determined critical points
for the formation of halides, such as chlorides (salts of hydrochloric acid) from a base
mixed with chlorine, and was the first to establish the composition of ozone, proving it
to be a form of the element oxygen.



Andrews was professor of chemistry at Queen's College, Belfast, 1849-79. His work
brought a sense of order to what had previously been a chaotic branch of physical
chemistry.

Anglo-Irish Agreement

agreement signed by the Irish and British governments in November 1985, to consult
formally on North Ireland policy.

Anglo-Irish Treaty

in Irish history, articles of agreement between Britain and southern Ireland signed in
London in December 1921, which confirmed the end of the Anglo-Irish War (1919—
21) but then precipitated the Irish Civil War (1922-23). The settlement created the
Irish Free State within the British Commonwealth and endorsed the creation of
Northern Ireland. (Previously, the 1920 Government of Ireland Act had provided for
partition of Ireland and two home rule parliaments.) Republicans split into pro-Treaty
and anti-Treaty factions, opposition mainly centring on the subjugation of the Irish to
the British monarchy, by the appointment of a British governor general, and an oath
of allegiance to Britain required by members of the Parliament of the Irish Free State.
Civil war was initiated by the provisional government of the Free State in 1922 to
crush the anti-Treaty movement.

Following the truce between the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and British government
forces in July 1921, five Irish delegates including Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith
travelled to London to negotiate a peace settlement with the Liberal government of
British prime minister David Lloyd George (1863—1945). Controversially, the
president of Dail Eireann (parliament) and leader of the nationalist movement,
Eamon de Valera, chose not to accompany them.

The subsequent settlement, reluctantly signed by the delegates on 6 December
under Lloyd George's threat of 'immediate and terrible war’, granted dominion status
to the southern 26 counties but confirmed the partition of Ireland to create Northern
Ireland (six of the nine counties of Ulster), established by the Government of Ireland
Act (1920). The Treaty granted a substantial degree of political and economic
autonomy. It allowed for the creation of an army but significantly limited Irish
sovereignty by retaining control of a number of strategic ports.

republican hostility

The agreement was generally popular throughout southern Ireland, particularly
among business interests, farmers, and the Catholic Church, but proved less so
among the Sinn Fein politicians and IRA volunteers who had led the campaign
against British rule. Many IRA volunteers who had sworn an oath to 'the Republic’
were unwilling to accept any compromise that fell short of a fully independent
republic. The symbolic aspects of Irish subordination to the British crown, such as the
oath of fidelity, rather than partition and other practical limitations on sovereignty,
provoked most republican hostility towards the Treaty.



The Treaty's most influential opponent, de Valera, insisted that the delegates should
have sought the decision of the Dail before signing the agreement. His alternative
compromise proposal, external association with Britain, was rejected by Treaty
supporters on the basis that it had been refused by the British government during the
negotiations and generated little enthusiasm among the anti-Treaty IRA leadership
who felt it was little different from the Treaty. Republican supporters of the Treaty, led
by Griffith and the charismatic Collins, argued that compromise had been inevitable
once the decision was made to negotiate with Britain and maintained that the Treaty
provided sufficient freedom to enable future constitutional evolution towards full
sovereignty.

After the Treaty was passed by a narrow majority of the Dail on 7 January, the
political and military wings of the nationalist movement fragmented into pro- and anti-
Treaty factions. The latter, divided between uncompromising militants such as Cathal
Brugha (1874-1922) and Liam Lynch (1890-1923), and less belligerent republicans
such as Frank Aiken (1898-1983), refused to accept the authority of the pro-Treaty
Provisional Government and the clear mandate for the Treaty demonstrated by the
general election of June 1922. After the failure of negotiations between the opposing
IRA factions and in the atmosphere of increasing political violence, the Provisional
Government attacked the anti-Treaty garrison in Dublin's Four Courts on 28 June
1922; this led to the Irish Civil War. Lynch, as chief of staff of the Irregulars, refused
to consider defeat and an end to the hostilities was achieved only after his death in
action in April 1923.

Constance Markievicz
Irish politician

‘I have seen the stars, and | am not going to follow a flickering will o' the wisp.’
[Speaking in the Dail (Irish parliament) in 1921, against the Anglo-Irish Treaty.]

Anglo-Irish War
or the War of Independence,

conflict in Ireland 1919-21, between the Irish Republican Army (IRA), the paramilitary
wing of Sinn Fein, and British government forces, reinforced by the ex-service
Auxiliaries and Black and Tans. Its outbreak is usually dated to the IRA's killing of
two policemen in Soloheadbeg, County Tipperary, on 21 January 1919. Following a
war of guerrilla tactics, ambushes, assassinations, and reprisals, a truce negotiated
in July 1921 led to the Anglo-Irish Treaty, which established the Irish Free State.
Over 550 soldiers and police and more than 750 volunteers and civilians died during
the conflict.

Despite the Soloheadbeg incident, which coincided with the day of the first meeting
of the DAil, the illegal republican parliament in Dublin, IRA attacks against the Royal
Irish Constabulary (RIC) and other targets had begun in 1918 against the wishes of
Sinn Fein, the political wing of the republican movement. The IRA was nominally
controlled by the Dail minister for defence Cathal Brugha (1874-1922) and IRA
headquarters under Michael Collins and Chief of Staff Richard Mulcahy (1886-1971),
but little effective control was exercised over local IRA units. Collins's network of




spies and assassins effectively disrupted British intelligence in Dublin. The fighting
was unevenly distributed and concentrated in central Munster and the border regions
of Ulster. IRA volunteers were predominantly drawn from the lower middle-class
youths of rural and small-town Ireland.

The conflict escalated in 1920 when the RIC was strengthened with two forces of ex-
servicemen known as the Auxiliaries and Black and Tans, which both earned
unsavoury reputations. The harsh tactics adopted by government forces and
condoned in London, including murder, looting, and arson, undermined the credibility
of British rule in Ireland. By the spring of 1920 British forces had withdrawn from
hundreds of garrisons in rural Ireland while flying columns, full-time mobile units of
‘on the run' IRA personnel, engaged in guerrilla tactics. When both sides had fought
to near-exhaustion with no clear victor in sight, a truce was called in July 1921 to
allow peace talks to begin.

annals

the practice of compiling annals (historical records usually comprising a narrative of
events arranged in years) has a long and rich history in Ireland. Records were kept
from just after the introduction of Christianity in the 5th century to the middle of the
17th century. The annals generally represent a limited geographical area and were
written in monastic scriptoria (writing-rooms) by clerical scribes, though the practice
was later continued by hereditary secular families.

The principal Irish annals are the Annals of Tigernach, compiled in Latin and Irish at
the monastery of Clonmacnoise in County Offaly until 1178; the Annala Uladh/Annals
of Ulster, not limited to the geographical Ulster, compiled by the dean of Lough Erne,
Cathal Mac Maghnusa (Maguire), until his death in 1498, and other scribes until
1604; the Annals of Clonmacnoise, surviving only in an English translation from Irish
by a scribe in Lismoyne, County Westmeath, in 1627; and the Annals of Inisfallen, a
rich source for the history of Munster, compiled in a monastery on Lough Lene in
Killarney from the late 11th century until 1326. The Annals of the Four Masters
(1632—1636), properly titled Annéla Rioghachta Eireann/Annals of the Kingdom of
Ireland, was a compilation of Ireland's annals by the 17th-century scribe Michéal O
Cléirigh and three assistants; their task was an attempt to preserve, copy, and
condense the existing annalistic material into a standard edition.

Other works include the Annals of Connacht and the Annals of Loch Cé (both
compiled in the 15th and 16th centuries); the Annals of Boyle; and the Chronicum
Scotorum (around 1643), a record from the earliest times to 1135, copied by the
Sligo historian and genealogist Dubhaltach Mac Fhir Bhisigh (c. 1600-1671).

An Taibhdhearc

(‘place of magical appearances')

Irish-language theatre based in Galway. It was founded in 1928 by Liam O Briain,
professor of French at University College, Galway. For the opening production,
Micheél MacLiammdir played the lead role in his own play Diarmaid agus Grainne.



Minister for finance Ernest Blythe was responsible for granting the theatre
government support from its early years. Despite its claims to be a truly national
theatre, the theatre survived mainly on a diet of translations into Irish rather than
original productions. Though mainly amateur-based, the theatre attracted some
extraordinary Irish actors and directors such as Siobhan McKenna, Mick Lally, and
Maeliosa Stafford. In 1978 the group bought the hall in Middle Street that it had
formerly rented.

Antrim

county of Northern Ireland; area 2,830 sq km/1,092 sq mi; population (1991)
655,000. It occupies the northeastern corner of Northern Ireland, with a coastal
eastern boundary. The principal towns and cities are Belfast (county town), Larne
(port), Antrim, Ballymena, Lisburn, and Carrickfergus.

physical

Antrim borders Lough Neagh, and is separated from Scotland by the North Channel,
which is only 21 km/13 mi wide at Torr Head, the narrowest point. The Antrim
Mountains (highest point Trostan 554 m/1,817 ft) run parallel to the coastline. The
main rivers are the Bann and the Lagan, and there are peat bogs. The coast road
that stretches from Larne to the west past the Giant's Causeway to the resort of
Portrush, follows 97 km/60 mi of beautiful coastline. The first 45 km/28 mi were
blasted out from the chalky cliffs in 1834.

features

The Giant's Causeway, a World Heritage Site, consists of natural hexagonal and
pentagonal basalt columns on the coast; other notable natural features include the
Glens of Antrim (an area of outstanding natural beauty, dominated by a high plateau
cut by deep glens which sweep eastward to the sea), and Kebble National Nature
Reserve, on Rathlin Island, off the coast near Ballycastle. Bushmills Distillery, in the
village of Bushmills, has the oldest known licence for distilling whiskey. There are a
number of early fortifications, castles (including the 12th-century Carrickfergus Castle
and romantic ruins of the 16th-century Dunluce Castle), and medieval ecclesiastical
remains in the county. The village of Cushendun was built by Clough Williams-Ellis.
Gobbins CIiff Path (19th century) is being restored as a millennium project. The
traditional Ould Lammas Fair at Ballycastle takes place in August.

economy

Agriculture is important in the county (the Bann Valley is particularly fertile). There is
also shipbuilding and whisky distilling. Traditional linen production has largely been
replaced by the manufacture of man-made fibres.

Antrim

town in County Antrim, Northern Ireland; population (1991) 23,500. It is situated on
the Six Mile Water where it enters the northeast corner of Lough Neagh, 28 km/17 mi



northwest of Belfast. Antrim is a manufacturing and market town with engineering,
electronics, and construction industries as well as computer-software development.
Antrim is the main shopping area within Antrim Borough, containing the impressive
Castle Shopping Centre.

In 1643 Antrim was burnt by Scottish Covenanters, Scottish Presbyterians who
swore to uphold their own form of worship, as opposed to an English form, in a
National Covenant signed in February 1638; in 1798 it was the site of the Battle of
Antrim, at which the United Irishmen were defeated by English troops. The Round
Tower (28 m/92 ft high) is all that remains of the 10th-century Aentrebh monastery
after which the town is named.

On the outskirts of the town, the formal Antrim Castle Gardens date from the 17th
century. Clotworthy Arts Centre was built in the 1840's as the stable block for Antrim
Castle of which only a tower survives in Antrim Castle Gardens. It was completely
refurbished in 1993 as an arts centre, and has received National Lottery Arts
Funding. Also located in the grounds of the former castle is a golf course.

Castle Upton, designed in the late 18th century by Robert Adam, is 9 km/5.5 mi east
of Antrim at Templepatrick. Shane's Castle Park and deer park are 8 km/5 mi west of
Antrim, and Randalstown Forest wildlife reserve is nearby. One of the finest access
points to Lough Neagh is Lough Shore Park, at a distance of 1.6 km/1 mi from the
town centre.

A number of archaeological sites are located near Antrim: 3 km/2 mi to the east are
the ring forts of Rathmore and Rathbeg (the possible seat of the kings of D&l nAraide
during the 6th and 7th centuries); 5 km/3 mi to the east on Donegore Hill is a
Neolithic enclosed settlement; and at nearby Ballywee, ring fort excavations show
evidence of house foundations and souterrains (underground dwellings).

Antrim Castle Gardens

gardens on the outskirts of Antrim in County Antrim, Northern Ireland. Antrim Castle,
which was noted for its Caroline doorway and contents, including the Speaker's chair
from the Dublin parliament, was severely damaged by fire in 1922 and not rebuilt.
The extensive gardens remain, however, and are one of only two main examples of a
Dutch-style garden in Ireland, the other being Kilruddery, County Wicklow. Antrim
Castle and gardens were formerly in the possession of Sir Hugh Clotworthy who was
an ancestor of the Earls of Massereene.

Aran Islands

group of three limestone islands in the mouth of Galway Bay, which is about 32
km/20 mi wide. They lie 48 km/30 mi from Galway, on the west coast of the Republic
of Ireland; the principal town is Kilronan on Inishmore. The islands form a natural
breakwater, and comprise Inishmore (Irish Inis Mor), area 3,092 ha/7,637 acres,
population (1996) 838; Inishmaan (Irish Inis Meain), area 912 ha/2,253 acres,
population (1996) 191; and Inisheer (Irish Inis Qirr), area 567 ha/1,400 acres,
population (1996) 274. The chief industries are tourism, fishing, and agriculture.



The earliest architectural remains on the islands may date back to the late Bronze
Age (c. 700 Bc). There are ruins of a number of early churches, of which Teaghlach
Einne, 'the house of St Enda’, near Killeany on Inishmore, was the most important
religious centre on the islands. The ruins are now largely submerged under sand.
The islands are also noted for a number of well-preserved early fortifications, of
which the largest is Dun Aengus on Inishmore, a semicircular stone fort on the cliff
top, possibly dating from the Bronze Age.

There is another island named Aran, situated off the county of Donegal, Northern
Ireland, but it is usually called Aranmore to avoid confusion.

ancient sites

On Inishmore, Killeany is also the site of the remains of Teampall Bheanain, dating
from the 10th century, and reputed to be one of the smallest churches in the world.
Dun Duchathair is a promontory fort of great antiquity (c. 2,500 years old), and there
are remains from early Christian settlements, including beehive huts, at Cill Chorna.
Inishmore is also the site of one of the best-preserved clochans (dwellings), Clochan
na Carraige. Places of interest on Inishmaan include Dun Conchubhuir, an oval stone
fort containing a number of hut Foundations; Leaba Dhiarmuid, a collapsed neolithic
wedge tomb; and Dun Fearbhai, a stone fort dating back to the 1st century. Inisheer
boasts O'Briens Castle, which dates to the 15th century; Cnoc Raithni, a Bronze Age
mound dating to c. 2000 sc; Teampall Chaomhain, a 10th-century church; and The
Plassey, a freighter wrecked on the rocks and washed ashore in 1960.

traditions

Since the 19th century, great interest has been shown in the islands because of their
continued use of the Irish language, the preservation of cultural traditions, and the
wealth of folklore passed down orally through the generations orally in songs and
stories. J M Synge wrote about the customs and life of the islanders in his plays and
his book The Aran Islands (1907). Their way of life was portrayed in the 1934
documentary film by Robert Flaherty, Man of Aran.

tourism

The islands are now to a large extent economically dependent on tourism. Tarred,
canvas-covered currachs (wickerwork fishing boats) are still used by a few
fishermen. The traditional crios (woollen belt), bainin (knitted sweaters, originally an
undyed woollen coat, the intricate patterns for which were passed down through
family lines), and pampootie, or brégai urleathair (a heelless hide shoe) are produced
for the tourist market. The islands are now accessible by short plane rides as well as
ferry crossings.

Aran Islands



(Image © Research Machines plc)

In spite of their isolation the three islands of Aran, in the mouth of Galway Bay, have
for generations played an important role in supporting Irish culture. Islanders
continue to use the Irish language, and preserve cultural traditions and their oral
folklore. An export has been created of the local knitwear, and the traditional work of
fishing also continues, but the islands are mainly dependent on tourism as a source
of income.

Aran Islands

(Image © Research Machines pic)



Rocky outcrops on the Aran Islands, in Galway Bay. Farming, along with fishing, is a
key economic force on the islands, but scarcity of fertile soil is an ongoing problem.
One traditional method of creating topsoil was to mix sand and seaweed gathered
from the shores, and spread them on the fields.

Aras an Uachtarain

residence of the president of the Republic of Ireland, in Phoenix Park, Dublin.
Formerly known as Phoenix Lodge and later Viceregal Lodge, this large house dates
from 1751 and was designed and built by Nathaniel Clements, a member of
Parliament. It was bought by the government in 1782 and subsequently altered and
enlarged several times, although the central portion of the house remains much the
same as in the 1750s. The library contains an ornate plaster ceiling of Jupiter and the
Four Elements brought from Mespil House in Dublin (which no longer exists). The
ballroom of 1802 is now the State reception room where foreign dignitaries are
received.

Ardagh

village in County Limerick, Republic of Ireland, 5 km/3 mi north of Newcastle West;
population (1991) 300. The enamelled Celtic Ardagh Chalice of gold, silver, and
bronze, and brooches dating from the 8th century, now in the National Museum,
Dublin, were discovered in Reevassta ring fort in 1868.

Ballylin, one of the largest ring forts in Ireland, is 2 km/1 mi nortwest of Ardagh.

Ardagh

village in County Longford, Republic of Ireland, 32 km/20 mi southeast of Longford
town; population (1998 est) 80. It was formerly the seat of the bishopric of Ardagh,
which was founded by St Patrick in the 5th century, with St Mel — St Patrick's nephew
— installed as its first bishop.

Ardee

market town in County Louth, Republic of Ireland, on the River Dee, halfway between
Drogheda and Dundalk; population (1996) 3,400. It has several medieval buildings,
including Ardee Castle (built by Roger de Peppard in 1207, now the courthouse) and
Hatch's Castle, which also dates from the 13th century. Ardee is a centre for golf,
and salmon and trout fishing in the River Dee.

Ardee has always been an important crossing point of the Dee. It was occupied by
the English during the 15th century and continued to be a strategic outpost in the
Pale (the territories under the rule of the English crown from the 14th to the 16th



century). In 1689 Ardee was the headquarters for James Il in Ireland. Cappock's
Gate is the only remaining section of the medieval town walls.

Ardfert

small town in County Kerry, Republic of Ireland, 10 km/6 mi northwest of Tralee;
population (1996) 600. Ardfert was first established as a missionary site in the 5th
century; its ruined cathedral was constructed in the 13th century, and is now a
national monument.

There is a stone inscribed in the Celtic ogham alphabet in the graveyard. Nearby are
the ruins of the Franciscan Ardfert friary; 2 km/1 mi west of Ardfert is Casement's
Fort, an earthen fort where the nationalist Roger Casement was arrested in 1916
after supplying arms for the Easter Rising.

Ardfert was a former see of the bishop of Ardfert and Aghadoe, now incorporated into
the diocese of Kerry.

Ardmore Studios

film studios based in County Wicklow, established in 1958. Its early policy of adapting
Abbey Theatre plays as films gave way to seeking to encourage foreign producers to
make films at the studios. Productions based there have included Shake Hands With
the Devil (1959), A Terrible Beauty (1960), and Excalibur (1981), the latter made
during the time that English director John Boorman (1933- ) was the studios'
chairman. The use of state funding to subsidize Ardmore while it was under state
ownership from 1975 to 1982 was a major point of contention for independent film-
makers in their campaign for an indigenous Irish cinema, and helped lead to the
setting up of the Irish Film Board/Bord Scannan na hEireann. Today the studios
service Irish and foreign productions.

Ardress House

17th-century manor house at Charlemont, 14 km/9 mi north of Armagh, County
Armagh, Northern Ireland. It is a five-bay gabled property, built about 1662, with
slight projections enlarged for his own use by the Dublin architect George Ensor
(brother of the more famous Irish architect John Ensor), who married the Ardress
heiress in 1760. Some of the original, more intimate house remains unaltered,
including an original oak staircase, but it is better known for a drawing room with
elaborate Adamesque plasterwork and plaques, thought to have been created by the
Dublin stuccodore Michael Stapleton. It is now owned by the National Trust.

Armagh

(Irish Ard Macha 'the height of Macha' (a legendary queen)



county of Northern Ireland; population (1991) 51,800; area 1,250 sq km/483 sg mi. It
borders Lough Neagh to the north and the Republic of Ireland to the south. Its
principal towns and cities are Armagh (city), Craigavon (created by merging Lurgan
and Portadown), and Keady.

history

Emain Macha, west of Armagh city, was the seat of the kings of Ulster until ap 332,
and, dominated by the O'Neills in the late middle ages, the territory was resettled in
the plantation of Ulster. The county of Armagh has been significant in many conflicts
over territory, including battles over Ulster between the British and Irish in the 17th—
19th centuries.

physical

Armagh is the smallest county of Northern Ireland. It is flat in the north, with many
bogs and mounds formed from glacial deposits, and has low hills in the south, the
highest of which is Slieve Gullion (577 m/1,893 ft). The principal rivers are the Bann,
the Blackwater, and its tributary, the Callan.

features

Armagh is noted for its rich archaeological remains, including those at Emain Macha,
a large earthwork 3 km/2 mi west of the city of Armagh, reputed to have been built by
Queen Macha in 300 sc. Other features include Blackwater River Park, the 17th-
century manor Ardress House, and Camagh Forest.

economy

The county has good farmland, apart from the marshy areas by Lough Neagh. The
north of the county is a fruit-growing and market gardening area, while to the south
livestock rearing is important. From the end of the 17th century Lurgan, and
subsequently Portadown, were the centres of the linen industry, and linen is still
manufactured there.

Armagh

city and county town of County Armagh, Northern Ireland; population (1991) 12,700.
Industries include textiles, including linen; the manufacture of shoes, optical
instruments, and chemicals; and engineering and food processing. The city became
the religious centre of Ireland in the 5th century when St Patrick was made
archbishop.

history

Armagh was a noted seat of learning; St Patrick founded a monastic school here,
and in 1169 Rory O'Connor, the last high king of Ireland, founded a 'professorship'.
The city was the seat of the kings of Ulster for 700 years, and is now the seat of both
the Roman Catholic and Anglican archbishops of Ireland, each of whom bears the
title 'Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland'.



the Anglican Cathedral

The Church of Ireland cathedral (13th century, remodelled 19th century) occupies the
traditional site of the church built by St Patrick. It houses several fine monuments,
including pre-Christian stone statues (one of which is reputed to be of the legendary
gueen, Macha), and a statue of Thomas Molyneux, an 18th-century physician, by
French sculptor Louis Roubiliac.

other attractions

Emain Macha, also known as Navan Fort, is a large earthwork or hill fort 4 km/2.5 mi
to the west of Armagh, which dates back to the late Bronze Age. The Navan Centre
is an interpretive centre located nearby that represents the pre-Christian and Celtic
world of the hill fort. At Béal an Atha Buidhe, 3 km/2 mi to the north of Armagh, is the
site of a battle where English troops under Henry Bagenal were defeated by Hugh
O'Neill's army in 1598.

In the heart of Armagh city is a visitor centre, St Patrick's Trian (pronounced Tree-an)
Heritage Centre (named after the city's ancient districts), featuring three major
exhibitions: Armagh Story, Patrick's Testament, and Land of Lilliput. Armagh has
many graceful buildings. The city was the birthplace of the distinguished 18th-century
architect Francis Johnston, who influenced Georgian Dublin. Johnston designed
Armagh's Georgian Mall, its classical Courthouse, Archbishop's Palace and Chapel
(1770), whose stable and courtyard are now a heritage centre, its Observatory
(1791), now housing the planetarium, and the still operational Royal School (1774).
In the public library there is a signed first edition of Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels
(1726).

Ardress House, a 17th-century mansion, is 14 km/9 mi north of the city. The ruins of
a 13th-century Franciscan friary have been restored to form an equestrian heritage
centre. The Gothic Revival Catholic cathedral was constructed 1840-73.

Sam Hanna Bell
Scottish-born writer and broadcaster

'‘Armagh: where two cathedrals sit upon opposing hills like the horns of a dilemma.’
[In Praise of Ulster, radio broadcast, 1960.]

arms crisis

crisis of May 1970 when Taoiseach Jack Lynch dismissed ministers Charles
Haughey and Neil Blaney for allegedly using government money to purchase
weapons for the IRA; minister Kevin Boland resigned in protest.

art collecting



significant art collecting in Ireland began in the early 18th century with the Protestant
ascendancy (Anglo-Irish landed gentry), who focused their attentions on Old Masters
and antiquities. In the 19th century the Catholic Church was an important patron of
the arts, and towards the end of that century private collections of contemporary Irish
art, with a particular taste for the art of the Irish revival, began to develop. The
National Gallery of Ireland, the first major public collection in Ireland, opened in 1864,
containing important donated collections. It was followed by other municipal and
specialist galleries, with the state becoming involved in art collecting in 1951. In the
latter half of the 20th century increased private and corporate wealth once again led
to important new collections being formed, often specializing in historical and modern
Irish art.

18th-century private collections

With the consolidation of their power in the early 18th century, the Protestant
ascendancy gave a new impetus to the arts in Ireland, especially in the areas of
portraiture and landscape painting. At the same time they made the Grand Tour to
Italy which, coupled with stronger links with London and its art market, resulted in the
making of a number of notable collections in Ireland. Great country houses such as
Castletown House near Celbridge, County Kildare, and Russborough House near
Blessington, County Wicklow, with their elaborate stuccowork, provided the setting
for these collections. The scale of one such collection, that of the Earls of Milltown,
may still be appreciated today as the bulk of it was donated to the National Gallery of
Ireland in 1902. Significant collections were also amassed in this period by a number
of Irish artists such as Charles Jervas (c. 1675-1739), Jonathan Fisher (1763-1809),
and Philip Hussey (1713-1783), while the painter James Dowling Herbert (1762/3—
1837) operated as one of a number of art dealers in Dublin.

19th-century

The Act of Union (1801), which dissolved the Irish parliament, saw the loss of
Dublin's status as a leading cultural centre. The wealthy rising Catholic middle class
did not on the whole collect art. The single biggest collector and patron of art was the
resurgent Catholic Church, which was engaged in a huge building programme after
Catholic emancipation (1829). Private collections of contemporary Irish art developed
towards the end of the century.

19th- and 20th-century public collections

The National Gallery of Ireland opened in 1864 to display Ireland's first major public
collection. It has benefited from a number of important gifts including that of Sir Alfred
Beit (1903-1994), which in international terms was one of the most important
museum donations of the 1980s. The collector Sir Hugh Lane initiated the public
collecting of modern art in Ireland. His gift of paintings formed the nucleus of the
collection in Dublin's Municipal Gallery of Modern Art, which is named after him.
Collecting and exhibiting contemporary art is the rationale behind the Irish Museum
of Modern Art in Dublin, where innovative educational policies seek to bring pieces
from the collection to audiences throughout the country. When the Arts Council was
established in 1951, the state became involved in collecting.

20th-century private and corporate collections



Private collecting remained limited until the 1960s. Since then a greater awareness of
international cultural developments, increased wealth, and the growth of private
galleries has led to major private and corporate collections being formed. This is
reversing the trend whereby, until recently, objects of Irish fine and decorative art
were exported in huge quantities.

James Augustine Aloysius Joyce
Irish writer

‘It is a symbol of Irish art. The cracked looking-glass of a servant.'
[Ulysses (1922)]

art, prehistoric and pre-Christian

craftsmanship reached high standards in the Neolithic, Bronze, and Iron ages, and
Celtic period, particularly in gold and other metals.

early decoration

Pottery was one of the first crafts to reach Ireland. Both funerary and domestic
vessels were produced from at least 4000 sc. Early Neolithic pots are simple, round-
bottomed with a neck and rim, and decorated with patterns of incised lines. Personal
adornment took the form of beads and bracelets. An unusual object from this time is
the Knowth mace-head, a small flint object skilfully carved with diamond patterns and
spirals. Large, carved passage grave stones display the most impressive art of this
period.

Pottery continued to be made in the Bronze Age (c. 2000-500 Bc), but in different
forms. Beaker pottery from the very early Bronze Age was flat-bottomed, with gently
curving sides, and horizontal bands of incised decoration. Later pottery consisted of
food vessels, which were used in settlements and for burials and cremations, and
urns, which were solely funerary. These vessels were bowls or vases with horizontal
decorative bands, some incised and some applied.

Bronze Age metalwork

The major developments of the Bronze Age in Ireland were in metalwork. In the early
Bronze Age (c. 2000-1500 sc), gold was worked in flat sheets with simple incised
linear decoration. Lunulae (crescent moon-shaped collars) were the main type of
jewellery produced. Simple moulds were used to cast bronze axe-heads and
daggers. In the middle Bronze Age (c. 1500-1000 sc) metalwork became more three-
dimensional, with twin-valve moulds enabling the casting of more sophisticated
daggers, spear-heads, and rapiers in bronze. Repoussé (relief patterns hammered
into the reverse of the metal) was used to decorate gold jewellery. From around 1200
Bc, bars of twisted gold were bent into torcs, which could be worn on the wrist, ankle,
or waist, or as earrings.

Late Bronze Age (c. 1000-500 sc) metalwork skills developed even further. Horns,
swords, shields, and cauldrons were cast or made from sheet bronze. Gold jewellery
included bracelets, dress-fasteners, and hair ornaments, but the highlight of this



period was the gorget, or neck-piece. This evolved from the lunula into a form unique
to Ireland, the best example of which is the Gleninsheen Gorget (8th century sc). This
is a ribbed crescent-shaped collar, ending in two round terminals finely decorated in
patterns of concentric circles.

Iron Age

The Celts brought the Iron Age (c. 300 sc—ap 450) to Ireland and the Celtic artistic
style most widely found is called La Tene, named after a prehistoric settlement at the
east end of Lake Neuchatel, Switzerland. It is based on abstracted and stylized
nature-inspired forms, and is recognized by its flowing curves, in spirals, triskeles,
trumpet-shapes, scrolls, and stylized bird-heads. Trumpets, shields, swords, and
objects associated with horses, such as bits, have been found in Ireland bearing
these designs, as has jewellery. The gold Broighter torc (1st century Bc), with
rhythmic, curving repoussé and inscribed decoration, shows the style at its best. A
small number of figure sculptures from this period are the first recorded in Irish
history, such as the austere three-faced stone head from Corleck, County Cavan.

See also metalwork.

Arts and Crafts Movement

flowering of Irish crafts in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and a revival of pre-
colonial Irish designs.

beginnings

Concern about rural poverty in the second half of the 19th century, combined with a
feeling that traditional crafts could provide employment, led to the foundation of many
associations, studios, and classes to promote and teach craft and design skills. This
coincided with a growing sense of nationalism and a search for a native Irish design
style, inspired by recently discovered artefacts such as the Ardagh Chalice and Tara
Brooch (both 8th century; see metalwork).

The initial impetus came from convents and patrons from the landowning classes
who set up craft classes in various disciplines, but the movement solidified with the
establishment of Irish branches of key British Arts and Crafts organizations in the
1880s and 1890s. Crafts taught and promoted included embroidery, lacemaking,
weaving, porcelain painting, illustration, handprinting, woodwork, metalwork,
leatherwork, and stained glass, the latter arguably the finest work of the period.

main studios

Three key lIrish studios stand out from the rest. The Irish Decorative Arts Association
in Belfast was set up in 1894 by Mina Robinson (active c. 1890-1905) and Eta Lowry
(active c. 1894-1905), specializing in needlework and in pokerwork decoration of
wooden furniture. They rapidly turned to highly individual interpretations of Celtic
designs, which became very popular. The association continued into the 1930s. An
Tur Gloine (The Tower of Glass) was set up by the artist Sarah Purser (1848-1943)
in Dublin in 1903. The Dun Emer Guild was established in 1902 in County Dublin by
Evelyn Gleeson (1855-1944) with sisters Lily (1866—-1949) and Lolly (1868—1940)



Yeats; the sisters later left to form their own workshop, Cuala Industries. Production
was initially divided into weaving and tapestry, embroidery, and hand-printing,
although other crafts were later included. Their stated aim was to make beautiful
things by Irish hands in Irish materials and an Irish style. The guild lasted into the
1960s. Individuals working outside the guilds who produced high quality work
included Oswald Reeves (1870-1967) and Mia Cranwill (1880-1972) in metalwork,
Wilhelmina Geddes (1887-1955), originally associated with An Tar Gloine, but
subsequently an independent, highly original illustrator and glass artist, and Harry
Clarke, whose stained glass is world renowned.

decline

The Arts and Crafts movement declined in the late 1920s, owing to the death or
retirement of many of its central figures, and, ironically, to the great popularity of the
crafts, which led to an emphasis on quantity over quality in production.

Ashford Castle

Victorian baronial castle at Cong, County Mayo, Republic of Ireland. It was built
mostly in 1870 by Sir Arthur Guinness on the rump of a house bought by his father in
1855. The designers were James Franklin Fuller and George Ashlin. Ashford Castle
is approached by a magnificent castellated six-arch bridge and impressive gateway.
It was converted into a hotel in 1939 and has accommodated many famous visitors,
including US presidents.

Athlone

town in County Westmeath, Republic of Ireland; population (1996) 7,700. Situated on
the River Shannon, Athlone is an important road, rail, and canal junction, and is
known as the ‘capital of the midlands'. Its principal industries are pharmaceuticals
and medical supplies, engineering, electronics, and manufacture of machine
components. There is a large military barracks here. The town is also a centre for
game fishing and sailing events.

From the time of Brian Boruma in 1001, Athlone has been the scene of constant
struggles for possession. The castle, founded in the 13th century, was of major
strategic importance in the conflicts of the Tudor period. It was besieged by William
lll'in 1688, and finally captured by Gen Godart Ginkell (later Earl of Athlone) in 1691.
Parts of the 13th-century town walls and later 16th- and 17th-century defences still
remain.

The modern Shannon bridge is a fine example of bowstring and lattice ironwork.

Avondale House

18th-century house, 2 km/1 mi south of Rathdrum, County Wicklow, Republic of
Ireland. It was built in 1779 for Samuel Hayes and possibly designed by James Watt,



although Hayes himself was an amateur architect. Avondale contains some superb
plasterwork, especially in the drawing room, which some attribute to James Wyatt,
and has a fine two-storey hall with a gallery. It was the birthplace of Charles Stewart
Parnell, the Irish nationalist leader. The house is now a museum.

Bacon, Francis (1909-1992)

Irish painter, one of the greatest painters of the human figure in the period since
1945. He created surreal, often disturbing images where the figure is subject to
violent distortion. He was one of the earliest artists to make overt homosexual
references in his work.

Born in Dublin to an Anglo-Irish family, Bacon grew up in Ireland and London. He
lived in Berlin and Paris 1927-29 before settling in London where he worked briefly
as a furniture designer. Eschewing formal training, Bacon was self-taught as an
artist. As he later destroyed much of his early work, little is known of this period. He
himself saw Three Studies for Figures at the Base of a Crucifixion (1944; Tate
Gallery, London) as his first mature work. Preferring to work from photographs, his
subjects, handled in a highly expressive and painterly style, are deliberately obscure.
The contents of his studio are in the Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of Modern Art,
Dublin.

Francis Bacon
Irish painter

‘It's an attempt to bring the figurative thing up onto the nervous system more violently
and more poignantly.'
[David Sylvester The Brutality of Fact: Interviews with Francis Bacon 1975.]

Balbriggan

seaside resort in County Dublin, Republic of Ireland, 35 km/22 mi north of the capital;
population (1996) 5,700. The main industries are the manufacture of CD-ROMs and
audio CDs and, on a smaller scale, clothing and plastics. Near Naul, 8 km/5 mi west
of Balbriggan, is Fourknocks Hill, an important early Bronze Age site containing a
large passage-grave, part of the Boyne Valley necropolis.

Bale, John (1495-1563)

English radical Protestant bishop of Ossory (mostly in County Kilkenny) 1552-53. He
was among the earliest of the vocal native English Protestants. A reputation for
radicalism deprived him of high ecclesiastical office in England, but in 1552 he was
appointed to the important diocese of Ossory where enthusiastic advancement of
doctrinal change coupled with his insensitivity to local feeling aroused strong reaction
among the clergy and laity. Upon the accession of Queen Mary, Bale abandoned his
diocese and left Ireland altogether.



The account of his Irish experience in The Vocacyon of John Bale (1553) provides a
unique if strongly polemical source for the early history of the Irish Reformation and
offers some glimpse of the ecclesiastical and pastoral problems encountered by
reforming clerics in 16th-century Ireland.

Bale, his book, and his traumatic experiences were the subject of a novel, The Book
of Bale (1988) by John Arden.

Balfe, Michael William (1808-1870)

Irish composer and singer. He was a violinist and baritone at Drury Lane, London,
when only 16. In 1825 he went to Italy, where he sang in Palermo and at La Scala,
Milan, and in 1846 he was appointed conductor at Her Majesty's Theatre, London.
His operas include The Bohemian Girl (1843).

Balfe was the son of a dancing master. On the death of his father in 1823, he was
sent to London as a pupil of Charles Edward Horn (1786-1849). He studied
composition with Karl Friedrich Horn and appeared as a singer in Weber's Der
Freischitz at Norwich. In 1825 Count Mazzara became his patron and took him to
Italy, where he introduced him to Luigi Cherubini. He then went to Paris, met Rossini,
and in 1827 appeared as Figaro in his opera The Barber of Seville at the Théatre
Italien.

Three years later he sang at Palermo and produced his first opera there, | rivali di se
stessi. At Milan he sang with the soprano Maria Malibran and at Bergamo he met the
Hungarian singer Lina Rosa, whom he married. Early in 1833 he returned to London
and appeared in concerts. His first English opera, The Siege of Rochelle, was
produced at Drury Lane, London, in 1835 and the next year Malibran sang in The
Maid of Artois. In 1842 he went to live in Paris for some years and worked there with
great success, though in 1843 he returned for a time to produce The Bohemian Girl
in London, for which he is most famous today. Triumphant visits to Berlin in 1849 and
St Petersburg in 1852 followed, and in 1854 he produced Pittore e Duca at Trieste.
That year he finally returned to England, having bought property in Hertfordshire,
where he took to farming.

Works

Opera

29, among which are Un avvertimento ai gelosi (Pavia, 1830), The Siege of Rochelle
(1835), The Maid of Artois, Joan of Arc (1837), Falstaff (1838), Le Puits d'amour, The
Bohemian Girl (1843), Les Quatre Fils Aymon (Paris, 1844), The Bondman, The
Maid of Honour, The Sicilian Bride, The Rose of Castile, Satanella (1858), The
Armourer of Nantes (1863), Il Talismano.

Other

operetta The Sleeping Queen; ballet La Pérouse; three cantatas, including Mazeppa,;
and many songs.



Ball, Robert Stawell (1840-1913)

Irish astronomer who refined observational methods at the Birr Observatory, County
Offaly. A gifted public lecturer, he published 13 volumes of his popular works on
astronomy and was appointed Astronomer Royal for Ireland in 1874. He also
conducted mathematical research into screw motions.

Born in Dublin, Ball was educated in Dublin and Chester before entering Trinity
College, Dublin in 1857 where he enjoyed a distinguished career. He accepted a post
as tutor to the sons of the Earl of Rosse on the understanding that he would be given
access to the Leviathan, a 183-cm/72-in reflector at Birr Castle built by William
Parsons, 3rd Earl of Rosse, which was then the largest telescope in the world. There
he improved the techniques for capturing observational data on faint nebulae.

Ball became Andrews professor of astronomy at the University of Dublin. In 1892 he
was appointed Lowndean professor of astronomy and geometry at the Cambridge
Observatory, England, but deteriorating eyesight forced him to abandon astronomical
observations.

His extensive research on screw motions was carried out over a period of 30 years.
He made independent discoveries of theorems associated with the theory of linear
complexes in line geometry and ranks among the leading 19th-century
mathematicians for his contribution to the geometry of motion and force.

Ball wrote several popular books on astronomy, of which the best known are The
Story of the Heavens (1885), In Starry Realms (1892), and In the High Heavens
(1893).

ballet, Irish

Ireland's classical ballet has not achieved the same stature or wide appeal as Irish
traditional dance, and suffered setback with closure of the Irish National Ballet in
1989; most Irish students of classical ballet train and work abroad. Evolving from the
Cork Ballet Company (founded in 1934), the Irish National Ballet had flourished in the
1970s under the leadership of Joan Denise Moriarty, creator of over 100 original
works on themes of Irish mythology and legend. Moriarty departed in 1985, and in
1989 the Arts Council decided to remove funding due to poor audiences and rising
costs, forcing the company's closure.

There are currently three main classical ballet companies: the Cork City Ballet,
directed by Alan Foley; the Irish National Youth Ballet Company; and Ballet Ireland.

The Irish National Youth Ballet Company (formerly the Irish Junior Ballet Company)
was established by Anne Campbell-Crawford in 1996 to provide tuition for young Irish
ballet dancers aged 10 to 21. Using internationally trained teachers and
choreographers, the students train as a company and conduct an annual season of
performances in professional theatres.

Ballet Ireland is a full-time company established in 1977 by Anne Maher and Glinther
Falusy. Talented and glamorous, its mission is to revitalize classical ballet in Ireland.
Mabher, a Dubliner, was principal ballerina at the Wiener Ballett Theatre, Munich,



where Falusy was artistic director. The company aims to retrieve Irish dancers
working abroad and re-establish Ireland in the international ballet scene.

Ballina

seaport and large market town in County Mayo, Republic of Ireland, 60 km/37 mi
southwest of Sligo; population (1996) 6,900. Ballina is built on both banks of the
River Moy; the eastern part of the town is called Ardnaree. Ballina has manufacturing
and small light engineering industries. The Ballina salmon fishery is one of the most
important in Ireland. Mary Robinson, president of the Republic of Ireland 1990-97,
was born in the town in 1944,

Two US multinationals manufacturing car components and medical products are
major employers in Ballina. The River Moy and nearby Lough Conn are popular
fishing resorts, and Ballina is also a centre for golf and hunting.

At Ardnaree are the ruins of an Augustinian friary, dating from the 14th and 15th
centuries. To the north are the remains of the 15th-century Franciscan Tertiary friary,
Rosserk Abbey, including an imposing tower and well-preserved cloisters.

Ballina is the cathedral town for the Catholic diocese of Killala.

Ballinasloe

market town in Galway, Republic of Ireland, on the River Suck, a tributary of the
Shannon; population (1996) 5,600. Industries include limestone quarrying, footwear,
bonemeal, and electrical equipment. The annual horse, cattle, and sheep fair,
founded in the 17th century, is held in the week of the second Tuesday of October,
and is the largest in Ireland.

Some 14 km/9 mi west of Ballinasloe is the site of the Battle of Aughrim (1691)
fought between the Catholic supporters of James Il and the troops of William of
Orange, following the Battle of the Boyne. The well-preserved Gothic remains of the
Franciscan Kilconnell Abbey (founded in 1400 by Liam O'Kelly) are 11 km/7 mi from
the town. At Clontuskert, 6 km/4 mi to the south, are the ruins of a 15th-century
Augustinian abbey. Garbally Castle, former seat of the Earl of Clancarty, is now St
Joseph's College.

Ballycastle

market town and seaside resort in the north of County Antrim, Northern Ireland;
population (1991) 3,300. It is the port from which Rathlin Island is reached.
Ballycastle's large Lammas Fair has been held since 1606 on the last Monday and
Tuesday in August; a feature of the fair is to eat dulse, a dried seaweed.

There are a number of medieval ruins around Ballycastle, including Bonamargy friary
(1 km east), an 11-m/35-ft round tower (8 km/5 mi south near Armoy), and



Dunaneanie Castle (1 km west). Knocklayd Mountain (517 m/1,695 ft) is to the south,
as is Ballycastle Forest; the sheer columnar basalt cliffs of Fairhead (190 m/626 ft)
are 10 km/6 mi to the east, and impressive basaltic columns are also found at Grace
Staples Cave to the west of Ballycastle.

The Italian inventor Guglielmo Marconi made the first successful wireless
transmissions over water from Ballycastle to Rathlin Island in 1898.

Ballymena

town in County Antrim, Northern Ireland, on the River Braid, 45 km/28 mi northwest
of Belfast; population (1991) 28,700. The town has a range of textile, food-
processing, and light engineering industries, and there are fish farms nearby. It was
created as a Lowland Scots plantation in the 17th century.

Harryville motte and bailey, the remains of a 12th-century fortification comprising an
earthen castle mound (motte) and protected courtyard (bailey) below, is located on
the southern outskirts of the town. Some 2 km/1 mi to the southwest is Galgorm
Castle, built at the time of the plantation (1618-19), and Gracehill, a settlement
established in 1746 by the Moravian Brethren sect of Protestants. Linen manufacture
was introduced in Ballymena in 1733, and contributed significantly to the
development of the town in the 19th century.

features

At nearby Cullybackey is Arthur Cottage, the ancestral home of Chester Alan Arthur,
the 21st president of the USA. In August 2000, Ecos, an environmental centre
incorporating a public park and a range of environmental projects, opened in
Ballymena. The £10 million project was funded by Ballymena Borough Council and
the Millennium Commission to mark the millennium.

Ballymote

market town in County Sligo, Republic of Ireland; population (1996) 1,400. The town
takes its name from a 13th-century motte (earthen castle mound) located 2 km/1 mi
to the west. In 1300 Richard de Burgh built a castle in Ballymote, extensive remains
of which are still standing. There are also the remains of a 13th-century Franciscan

friary here.

Ballymote Castle was an important defensive structure, which changed hands
frequently in conflicts between the Irish and the English during the late 16th and 17th
centuries.

The Book of Ballymote (Royal Irish Academy) is a manuscript collection of prose,
verse, and stories of historic events, compiled about 1391 in Gaelic; it is also a key to
understanding early inscriptions in ogham characters found on many standing
stones.



Animal remains and evidence of early human occupation have been found in caves
on the slopes of Keshcorran Mountain (362 m/1,188 ft) 6 km/4 mi to the southeast.
The caves and the surrounding district are the sites of many legends and myths
found in early Irish texts.

Ballynahinch

village in County Galway, Republic of Ireland, 11 km/7 mi southeast of Clifden;
population (1991) 5,200. It lies beneath the Twelve Bens (or Twelve Pins), a series of
conical mountains that dominate the landscape. Ballynahinch Lake is popular for
salmon and sea-trout fishing.

Ballynahinch Castle Hotel is a converted 18th-century house, and was once the
home of Richard ("Humanity Dick’) Martin, a founder of the UK's Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Banbridge

town in County Down, Northern Ireland, on the River Lower Bann, 35 km/22 mi
southwest of Belfast; population (1991) 9,700. It is a shopping and service centre
with a small textile industry and shoe manufacturing. In the past, the main industry in
Banbridge was the manufacture of linen.

Lisnagade ring fort, 5 km/3 mi southwest of Banbridge, is the largest of the forts that
marked the boundary of the ancient kingdoms of Ulaidh and Oriel. Scarva, 6 km/4 mi
southwest of Banbridge, was the site where William 1lI's armies gathered before
marching to the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, and is therefore an important focus in
the annual celebrations of Protestant Orangemen.

Bandon

town in County Cork, Republic of Ireland; population (1996) 1,700. It is situated 27
km/17 mi southwest of the city of Cork on both banks of the River Bandon. It has
telecommunications industries, and is a centre for salmon and trout fishing. Bandon
was one of the towns founded by Richard Boyle (1566—-1643), 1st Earl of Cork, on
the forfeited lands he acquired for the plantation of English and Scottish settlers
during the early 17th century.

Bangor
(Irish beanna 'peaks’, chor 'curve')

Belfast commuter town in County Down, Northern Ireland, on the shore of Belfast
Lough, 20 km/12 mi northeast of Belfast; population (1991) 52,400. It is the site of a



famous missionary abbey of the Celtic church, founded by St Comgall in ap 555 and

sacked by the Danes in the 9th century. The abbey was the home of St Columbanus
and St Gall. A Protestant church, the Abbey Church, was built on the site in 1617 by

Thomas Hamilton. Bangor Castle, built by Robert Ward in 1852, is now the town hall
and a heritage centre. Bangor has the largest marina in Ireland, and the Royal Ulster
Yacht Club is based here.

A 7th-century prayer book, The Antiphonary of Bangor, one of the oldest
ecclesiastical manuscripts in the world, was created in Bangor; the original
manuscript is now housed in Milan, but a facsimile is housed in the Bangor Heritage
Centre. The lands of Bangor were granted by James | to Thomas Hamilton in the
17th century, and inhabited by Scottish settlers. The tower house, now a tourist
information centre, was built in 1637 as a customs house, in the Scottish baronial
style. The lands were inherited by the Wards in the 18th century, the descendants of
whom were responsible for promoting the textile industry in the area during the early
19th century. Cotton manufacturing was established here in 1783, and mills were
built, although the industry had started to decline by the end of the 19th century. By
this time, however, Bangor was developing as a major seaside resort due to the
arrival of the Belfast, Holywood, and Bangor railway in 1865. During the 20th century,
Bangor's role as seaside resort declined and it became a dormitory town for Belfast.
In the late 1990s the Seafront Development Scheme contributed to the regeneration
of the seafront for recreational use.

Crawfordsburn Country Park, the former estate of the Crawford family, is situated 11
km/7 mi west of Bangor; it was originally planted in the 17th century, and has now
been developed into a series of walks; the Park Centre is a museum that illustrates
the natural history in the Country Park. Grey Point Fort, a restored coastal gun site, is
situated within the bounds of the park; it was built in 1907 to protect the entrance to
Belfast Lough. The Somme Heritage Centre, 5 km/3 mi to the south of Bangor,
commemorates the men from Irish regiments killed in the Battle of the Somme in
1916.

Banim, John (1798-1842) and Michael (1796-1874)

Irish writers. The brothers' joint work Tales by the O'Hara Family was the first to
chronicle Irish peasant life, agrarian unrest, and the violence to which it led. Written
somewhat in the manner of Walter Scott's Waverley novels, the stories mirror the
views of the Irish Catholic peasantry and emerging middle class in the period leading
up to Catholic emancipation. Begun in 1822, they include the trilogy Crohoore of the
Bill-hook, The Fetches, and John Doe (1825); and The Nowlans and Peter at the
Castle (1826).

They were born in Kilkenny, sons of a farmer and shopkeeper. John studied art at the
academy of the Royal Dublin Society and taught drawing in Kilkenny before moving
to Dublin in 1820, where he published 'The Celts' Paradise' (1821), a long poem
based on Irish folklore. His drama Turgesius, set in Viking Dublin, could not find a
patron, but the great success of his tragedy Damon and Pythias (1828) at Covent
Garden encouraged the brothers to move for a time to London. His other works
include The Boyne Water (1826), a story of the Williamite War and its political
consequence, and The Anglo-Irish of the Nineteenth Century (1828), a satirical novel
comparing the declining Protestant dominance with the rising Catholic democracy led
by Daniel O'Connell.



Michael abandoned legal studies in order to save his father's failing business, but
responded enthusiastically to John's suggested collaboration over Tales by the
O'Hara Family in 1822. He also conducted research for his brother's historical novels;
his own historical works include The Croppy (1828), which deals with the Rebellion of
1798. Later novels include Clough Finn (1852) and Town of the Cascades (1864). In
1865 he published the collected works of Tales by the O'Hara Family, an edition
produced by the Dublin publisher James Duffy.

Bann

name of two rivers in Northern Ireland: the Upper and Lower Bann. The Upper Bann
rises in the Mourne Mountains and flows 65 km/40 mi northwest into Loug