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INTRODUCTION

Medieval Ireland: An Encyclopedia presents the multiple facets of life in Ireland before and after the Anglo-
Norman invasion of 1169, from the sixth to the sixteenth century. It provides reliable, scholarly information for
the student, scholar, or general reader who wishes to learn more about this vivid period of history. The medieval
period in Ireland was rich in culture, and Medieval Ireland provides information on such facets as architecture,
art, craftsmanship, language, mythology, and religion. Further, many public figures of this time period in Ireland—
ranging from kings to saints to poets—are portrayed throughout the text. The common life of the medieval Irish
is covered in such topics as agriculture, coinage, law, clothing, villages, and games. Giving context to these
subjects are the many outside influences that affected Irish civilization at this time. The Viking and Anglo-Norman
invasions are discussed, as are the literary and cultural influences of many European countries. Thus the work
is useful to people studying related topics, including Anglo-Saxon England, Carolingian Gaul, Norman England,
and Viking-Age Scandinavia.

The fact that this reference work is dedicated solely to medieval Ireland—not prehistory and not contemporary
affairs—gives it a value missing from other more chronologically broad-ranging works. If one is interested in just
the medieval period, this volume is tailor-made. This encyclopedia is not just a history book, but as far as practicable
it reaches beyond history to all recoverable areas of medieval Irish society. By confining the content to the thousand
or so years that make up medieval Ireland, and exploring all aspects of that time, we have produced a unique
volume. The major areas of knowledge on the subject of medieval Ireland are accessible within the covers of this
book, as either separate essays or discussed within a broader context in another essay.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Medieval Ireland: An Encyclopedia is arranged in an easy-to-use A to Z reference format that contains a series
of 347 essays. The essays fall into two categories—biographies and thematic entries—and range from 250 to
2,500 words in length. Each essay provides an analysis of the topic at hand as well as directing the reader to
explore the topic more thoroughly through See Also cross-references and a list of References and Further
Reading. The ease of use is enhanced by a thematic Table of Contents at the beginning of the book, in addition
to the standard alphabetical Table of Contents. Other features of the book include illustrations and maps that
visually support the text. Readers will also find that the Blind Entries will lead them to articles that discuss a
subject that is not covered as a separate entry but is essential to the study of medieval Ireland. Finally, the book
contains a detailed, analytical Index that also helps the reader further navigate the work.

CONTENTS

More than 100 scholars have provided in-depth essays to Medieval Ireland: An Encyclopedia. The essays encom-
pass all aspects of Irish society and culture throughout the one thousand or so years that make up medieval Ireland.
The entries are categorized thematically, displaying the breadth of coverage dedicated to this important historical
epoch in Irish history.
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INTRODUCTION

Archeology, Architecture, and Art

These entries provide an analysis and representation of the artistic contributions made to the history of Ireland.
Topics include Abbeys, Castles, High Crosses, Iconography, and Sculpture.

Economy and Society (Government, Law, Military, Politics, and Religion)

Among these topics there are entries that explain the many aspects of society with regard to government (e.g.,
Parliament), economics (e.g., Coinage), law (e.g., Brehon Law), military (e.g., Armies), politics (e.g., Lordship
of Ireland), and religion (e.g., Ecclesiastical Organization).

Developments and Periods

These essays review medieval Ireland by tracing the major events that affected this time period. Included are the
Conversion to Christianity, Famine and Hunger, the Battle of Clontarf, Gaelic Revival, and the Renaissance.

Lineage

These essays provide the ancestry and ascension of the many families (e.g., Fitzgerald) and dynasties (e.g.,
Connachta) that flourished during medieval times in Ireland.

Manuscripts and Texts

These essays highlight the major texts (e.g., Book of Kells) preserved from this time period and discuss their
influences, impact, and contribution to medieval Ireland.

Persons (Literary, Political, and Religious)

These essays give the known details of an individual’s life as well as his significance to the study of this period.
Included are political (e.g., Brian Boru), religious (e.g., St. Patrick), and literary (e.g., John Scottus Eriugena) figures.

Persons (Dynasties, Families, and Categorized by Group)

The essays on groups of people (such as children, pilgrims, and slaves) give perspective to the customs, laws, and
functions of Irish society. The articles on dynasties (e.g., Connachta) and families (e.g., Fitgerald) delve into the
roles and power of the Irish nobility.

Places

These articles describe the emergence and significance of the many towns, royal seats, and historical sites (e.g.,
Tara, Ailech, and Dublin) during the medieval period in Ireland.

Scholarship

There is extensive discussion of Irish scholarship throughout this work, and the essays present the topics of learning
(e.g., Education, Language, and Sciences), literary genres (e.g., Hiberno-English), and literary influences (e.g.,
Scottish Literary Influence).
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages

Formerly the Garland Encyclopedias of the Middle Ages, this comprehensive series began in 1993 with the
publication of Medieval Scandinavia. A major enterprise in medieval scholarship, the series brings the expertise
of scholars specializing in myriad aspects of the medieval world together in a reference source accessible to
students and the general public as well as to historians and scholars in related fields. Each volume focuses on a
geographical area or theme important to medieval studies and is edited by a specialist in that field, who has called
on a board of consulting or associate editors to establish the list of articles and review the articles. Each article
is contributed by a scholar and, typically, is followed by a bibliography and cross-references to guide further
research.

Routledge is proud to carry on the tradition established by the first volumes in this important series. As the
series continues to grow, we hope that it will provide the most comprehensive and detailed view of the medieval
world in all its aspects ever presented in encyclopedia form.

Vol. 1 Medieval Scandinavia: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Phillip Pulsiano.
Vol. 2 Medieval France: An Encyclopedia. Edited by William W. Kibler and Grover A. Zinn.

Vol. 3 Medieval England: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Paul E. Szarmach, M. Teresa Tavormin, and Joel T.
Rosenthal.

Vol. 4 Medieval Archaeology: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Pamela Crabtree.

Vol. 5 Trade, Travel, and Exploration in the Middle Ages. Edited by John Block Friedman and Kristen
Mossler Figg.

Vol. 6 Medieval Germany: An Encyclopedia. Edited by John M. Jeep.

Vol. 7 Medieval Jewish Civilization: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Norman Roth.

Vol. 8 Medieval Iberia: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Michael Gerli.

Vol. 9 Medieval Italy: An Encyclopedia. Edited by Christopher Kleinhenz.

Medieval Ireland: An Encyclopedia, edited by Sean Duffy, is Volume 10 in the series.

X1






CONTRIBUTORS

T. B. Barry

Trinity College Dublin

Black Death; Manorialism; Motte-and-Baileys;
Waterford

Rolf Baumgarten
Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies
Etymology

Jacqueline Borsje
Universiteit Utrecht
Witchcraft and Magic

Cormac Bourke
Ulster Museum, Belfast
Reliquaries

John Bradley

National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Bridges; Carolingian; Kildare; Kilkenny;
Mills and Milling; Tara; Trim; Villages;
Walled Towns

Paul Brand

All Souls College, Oxford

Common Law; Courts; Local Government; March
Law; Modus Tenendi Parliamentum; Records,
Administrative; Wills and Testaments

Dorothy-Ann Bray
McGill/University, Montreal
Brigit; Ite; Mo-Ninne

Caoimhin Breatnach

University College Dublin
Historical Tales; Lismore, Book of;
Rawlinson B502

Aidan Breen

National University of Ireland, Maynooth

Adomnén; Aed Mac Crimthainn; Blathmac; Classical
Influence; Cogitosus; Dicuil; Grammatical Treatises;
Literature, Hiberno-Latin; Marriage; Muirchu; Poetry,
Hiberno-Latin Literature; Records, Ecclesiastical;
Rhetoric; Sciences

Stephen Brown
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Education

Paul Byrne

Department of Finance, Dublin

Diarmait mac Cerbaill; Léegaire Mac Neill; Mide;
Niall Noigiallach; Ui Néill; Ui Néill, Northern; Ui
Néill, Southern

Michael Byrnes

Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Ireland

Céli Dé; Feis; Mael-Ruain; Tribes; Tuarastal;
Tuath

Letitia Campbell

Trinity College Dublin

Cormac mac Cuilennain; Eoganachta; Fedelmid mac
Crimthainn; Mac Carthaig, Cormac

Howard Clarke

University College Dublin

Dublin; Fraternities and Guilds; Population; Urban
Administration

Anne Connon

National University of Ireland, Galway

Aife; Derbforgaill; Gormlaith (d. 1030); Queens;
Sitriuc Silkenbeard; U{ Bridin

Xiii



CONTRIBUTORS

Peter Crooks

Trinity College Dublin

Anglo-Irish Relations; Factionalism; Feudalism;
Lionel of Clarence; Mac Murchada, Diarmait;
Marshal; Racial and Cultural Conflict; Society,
Functioning of Anglo-Norman; Society, Grades of
Anglo-Norman; Ulster, Earldom of; William of Windsor

John Reuben Davies
Derby, United Kingdom
Ecclesiastical Organization

James E. Doan
Nova Southeastern University
Ua Daélaigh

Charles Doherty

University College Dublin

Airgialla; Clientship; Derry; Erainn; Leth Cuinn and
Leth Moga; Naval Warfare; Oenach

Clare Downham
University of Aberdeen
Cerball mac Dungaile; Fine Gall; Viking Incursions

Paul Dryburgh
National Archives, London
Mortimer

Sean Duffy

Trinity College Dublin

Bruce, Edward; Courcy, John de; John; Limerick;
Ua Briain, Muirchertach; Ua Néill, Domnall

David Edwards

University College Cork

Coshering; Coyne and Livery; Tanaiste; Ua Néill of
Clandeboye

Steven Ellis

National University of Ireland, Galway
Fitzgerald, Gerald, 8th Earl; Lancastrian-Yorkist
Ireland

Adrian Empey
The Church of Ireland Theological College, Dublin
Butler-Ormond

Nicholas Evans

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies
Aedan mac Gabréin; Annals and Chronicles;
Scotti/Scots; Scottish Influence

Maria FitzGerald
Dublin, Ireland
Clothing

X1V

Elizabeth FitzPatrick

National University of Ireland, Galway
Ailech; Emain Macha; Inauguration Sites;
Promontory Forts; Ringforts; Roads, Routes

Fiona Fitzsimons
Eneclann Ltd., Dublin
Gossiprid

Marie-Therese Flanagan
Queen's University Belfast
Anglo-Norman Invasion; Henry II; Strongbow

John Gillingham
Brighton, Sussex Co., England
Giraldus Cambrensis

Angela Gleason

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies
Entertainment; Games; Music; Poets/Men of
Learning; Satire

Dianne Hall
The University of Melbourne
Nuns

Andrew Halpin
National Museum of Ireland
Coinage; Craftwork; Hoards; Weapons and Weaponry

Peter Harbison

Royal Irish Academy, Dublin

High Crosses; Iconography; Pilgrims and Pilgrimage;
Sculpture

Beth Hartland

University of Durham

Clare, de; Geneville, Geoffrey de; March Areas;
Valence, de; Verdon, de

Michael W. Herren

York University, Toronto

Biblical and Church Fathers Influence; Eriugena,
John Scottus; Sedulius Scottus

Martin Holland

Trinity College Dublin

Cashel, Synod of I; Cashel, Synod of II; Church
Reform, Twelfth Century; Gilla Patraic, Bishop;
Gille (Gilbert) of Limerick; Kells, Synod of;
Malachy (Méel-M'dedo6ic); Rdith Bressail,
Synod of

Poul Holm
University of Southern Denmark
Slaves



David Robert Howlett

University of Oxford

Airbertach Mac Cosse; Cathal mac Finguine; Cerball
mac Muireccdin; Glendalough; Gormlaith (d. 948);
Patrick; Pre-Christian Ireland; Mael-Muru Othna;
Ua Tuathail (O’Toole), St. Lawrence

Benjamin Hudson

Pennsylvania State University

Clontarf, Battle of; Diarmait mac Maele-na-mbo;
Marianus Scottus; Prophecies and Vaticinal; Ua
Briain, Tairrdelbach

Bart Jaski

Universiteit Utrecht

Brian Boru; Kings and Kingship; Méel-Sechnaill I;
Miel-Sechnaill 1T

Henry A. Jefferies
Thornhill College, Derry
Armagh; Cork; Mac Carthy; Munster; Ua Briain

Dorothy Johnston
University of Nottingham
Richard 1T

Eamon P. Kelly
National Museum of Ireland
Sheela-Na-Gig

Fergus Kelly

Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies
Agriculture; Law Schools, Learned Families;
Law Texts

Stuart Kinsella
Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin
Christ Church Cathedral; St. Patrick's Cathedral

Brian Lacey
Discovery Programme, Dublin
Colum Cille

Colm Lennon
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Renaissance

Angela Lucas

National University of Ireland, Maynooth
British Library Manuscript Harley 913;
Hiberno-English Literature

Elizabeth Malcolm
University of Melbourne
Medicine

CONTRIBUTORS

Conleth Manning

Department of the Environment, Dublin

Burials; Clonmacnoise; Ecclesiastical Settlements;
Ecclesiastical Sites; Parish Churches, Cathedrals

Anthony McCormack
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Desmond Geraldines (FitzGeralds of Desmond)

Darren McGettigan

University College Dublin

Mac Lochlainn; Mac Mahon; Mac Sweeney; Maguire;
Ua Domnaill; O Ruairc

J. J. N. McGurk
Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland
Scriptoria

Margaret McKearney
Howth, Co. Dublin, Ireland
FitzHenry, Meiler

Neil McLeod
Murdoch University, Perth, Western Australia
Brehon Law; Society, Grades of Gaelic

Tom McNeill

Queen’s University Belfast

Archaeology; Castles; Downpatrick; Savage; Tower
Houses

Bernard Meehan

Trinity College Dublin

Durrow, Book of; Kells, Book of; Manuscript
Illumination

Karena Morton
Boyle, Co. Roscommon, Ireland
Wall Paintings

James Moynes
Dublin, Ireland
Lacy, de; Lacy, Hugh de; Maynooth; Pale; Plunkett

Evelyn Mullally
Queen’s University Belfast
French Writing in Ireland

John L. Murphy
DeVry University
Jews in Ireland

Margaret Murphy

The Discovery Programme, Dublin

Central Government; Chief Governors; Cumin, John;
Henry of London; Lordship of Ireland; Parliament

XV



CONTRIBUTORS

Kevin Murray
University College, Cork
Fenian Cycle

Muireann Ni Bhrolchain
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Leinster, Book of; Lyrics; Mael-Isu Ua Brolchéin

Maire Ni Mhaonaigh

St. John's College, Cambridge

Cinaed Ua hArtacain; Cuan Ua Lothchain; Flann Mac
Lonain; Flann Mainistreach; Lebor na hUidre;
Muirchertach Mac Liacc; Scandinavian Influence;

Ui Maine, Book of; Welsh Influence

Kenneth Nicholls

University College, Cork

Bermingham; Charters and Chartularies; Mac
Donnell; Ua Cathdin; Poer; Society, Functioning of
Gaelic

Tomas O Cathasaigh
Harvard University
Echtrae

Eamon O Ciosiin
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
French Literary Influence

Colmin N. O Clabaigh

Glenstal Abbey, Co. Limerick, Ireland

Annals of the Four Masters; Mellifont; Military
Orders; Papacy; Religious Orders

Cormac O Cléirigh
Dublin, Ireland
Fitzgerald

Daibhi O Créinin

National University of Ireland, Galway
Armagh, Book of; Christianity, Conversion to;
Palladius; Paschal Controversy

Tadhg O Dushlaine
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
Foras Feasa ar Eirinn

Micheal O Mainnin
Queen’s University, Belfast
Mac Aodhagain

Nollaig O Muraile

Queen’s University, Belfast

Dinnsenchas; Genealogy; Lecan, Book of; Mac
Firbhisigh; Placenames

XVi

Padraig O Néill

University of North Carolina

Aes Déna; Anglo-Saxon Literary Influence; Glosses;
Languages; Metrics; Nicolas Mac Méel-fsu; Osraige;
Personal Names; Romance; Tirechan

Padraig O Riain
University College, Cork
Ciardn; Hagiography and Martyrologies

Emmet O’Byrne

University College, Dublin

Armies; Mac Lochlainn, Muirchertach;
MacMurrough; MacMurrough, Art; Military Service,
Anglo-Norman; Military Service, Gaelic;

Ua Conchobair, Ruairi; Ua Conchobair,

Tairrdelbach

Elizabeth Okasha
University College, Cork
Inscriptions

Tadhg O’Keeffe
University College Dublin
Abbeys and Religious Houses; Architecture

Thomas O’Loughlin

University of Wales, Lampeter

Canon Law; Devotional and Liturgical; Moral and
Religious Instruction; Penitentials

Timothy O’Neill
Dublin, Ireland
Leabhar Breac; Ports; Ships and Shipping; Trade

Aidan O’Sullivan

University College Dublin

Cranndga; Diet and Food; Fishing; Houses;
‘Woodlands

Michael Richter
Universitdt Konstanz
Columbanus; National Identity; Peregrini

Michael Ryan

Chester Beatty Library, Dublin

Early Christian Art; Jewelry and Personal Ornament;
Metalwork

Katharine Simms

Trinity College, Dublin

Bardic Schools/Learned Families;
Duanairi; Gaelic Revival; Gaelicization;
Ua Né€ill; Women



David Stifter
Universitdt Wien
Triads; Wisdom Texts

Michael Terry
University of Toledo
Poetry, Irish

Gregory Toner

University of Ulster, Coleraine
Invasion Myth; Mythological Cycle;
Ulster Cycle

Mary Valante
Appalachian State University
Famine and Hunger

Freya Verstraten
Trinity College, Dublin
Burke; Connacht; Ua Conchobair

Katerine Walsh
Universitdt Innsbruck
FitzRalph, Richard

Keith Waters
Durham, United Kingdom

Fosterage; Gerald, Third Earl of Desmond;

O Conchobhair-Failge

Nora White
National University of Ireland
Comperta; Fiachnae mac Béetdin

Dan M. Wiley
Hastings College, Nebraska
Aideda; Connachta; DAl Cais; Dé€isi; Laigin

Bernadette Williams
University College, Dublin
Clyn, Friar John; Hiberno-Norman (Latin)

Nicholas Williams
Baile Atha Cliath, Ireland
Mac Con Midhe, Giolla Brighde

Jonathan Wooding
University of Wales, Lampeter
Immrama

Alex Woolf
University of St. Andrews
Amlaib Cuaran; Cruthni; Ulaid

Mark Zumbuhl
University of Glasgow
Leinster; Ui Chennselaig; Ui Diinlainge

Xvii






ALPHABETICAL ENTRY LIST

A

Abbeys and Religious Houses
Adomnén

Aed Mac Crimthainn
Aedén mac Gabréin

Aes Ddna

Agriculture

Aideda

Aife

Ailech

Airbertach Mac Cosse
Airgialla

Amlaib Cuaran
Anglo-Irish Relations
Anglo-Norman Invasion
Anglo-Saxon Literature, Influence of
Annals and Chronicles
Annals of the Four Masters
Archaeology

Architecture

Armagh

Armagh, Book of

Armies

B
Bardic Schools/Learned Families
Bermingham

Biblical and Church Fathers Scholarship

Black Death
Blathmac
Brehon Law
Brian Boru
Bridges

Brigit

British Library Manuscript Harley 913
Bruce, Edward

Burials

Burke

Butler-Ormond

C

Canon Law

Carolingian (Links with Ireland)
Cashel, Synod of I (1101)
Cashel, Synod of IT (1172)
Castles

Cathal mac Finguine

Céli Dé

Central Government
Cerball mac Dingaile
Cerball mac Muireccdin
Charters and Chartularies
Chief Governors

Children

Christ Church Cathedral
Christianity, Conversion to
Church Reform, Twelfth Century
Ciaran

Cinded Ua hArtacain
Clare, de

Classical Influence
Clientship

Clonmacnoise

Clontarf, Battle of
Clothing

Clyn, Friar John

XiX



ALPHABETICAL ENTRY LIST

Cogitosus

Coinage

Colum Cille
Columbanus
Common Law
Comperta
Connacht
Connachta

Cork

Cormac mac Cuilenndin
Coshering

Courcy, John de
Courts

Coyne and Livery
Craftwork
Crannéga/Crannogs
Cruthni

Cuan Ua Lothchain
Cumin, John

D

Dil Cais
Déisi
Derbforgaill
Derry

Desmond Geraldines (Fitzgeralds of Desmond)
Devotional and Liturgical Literature

Diarmait mac Cerbaill

Diarmait mac Maele-na-mbo

Dicuil

Diet and Food
Dinnsenchas
Downpatrick
Duanairi

Dublin

Durrow, Book of

E
Early Christian Art

Ecclesiastical Organization

Ecclesiastical Settlements
Ecclesiastical Sites
Echtrai

Education

Emain Macha
Entertainment
Ed6ganachta

Erainn

XX

Eriugena (John Scottus)
Etymology

F

Factionalism

Famine and Hunger
Fedelmid mac Crimthainn
Feis

Fenian Cycle

Feudalism

Fiachnae mac Béaetdin
Fine Gall

Fishing

Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald, Gerald
FitzHenry, Meiler
FitzRalph, Richard

Flann Mac Lonain

Flann Mainistreach

Foras Feasa ar Eirinn
Fosterage

Fraternities and Guilds
French Literature, Influence of
French Writing in Ireland

G

Gaelic Revival

Gaelicization

Games

Genealogy

Geneville, Geoffrey de

Gerald, Thrird Earl of Desmond
Gilla Patraic, Bishop

Gille (Gilbert) of Limerick
Giraldus Cambrensis (Gerald de Barri)
Glendalough

Glosses

Gormlaith (d. 1030)

Gormlaith (d. 948)

Gossiprid

Grammatical Treatises

H

Hagiography and Martyrologies
Henry II

Henry of London
Hiberno-English Literature



Hiberno-Latin Literature
Hiberno-Norman (Latin)
High Crosses

Historical Tales

Hoards

Houses

I

Iconography
Immrama
Inauguration Sites
Inscriptions
Invasion Myth

Ite

J

Jewelry and Personal Ornament
Jews in Ireland

John

K

Kells, Book of
Kells, Synod of
Kildare

Kilkenny

Kings and Kingship

L

Lacy, de

Lacy, Hugh de

Laigin

Lancastrian-Yorkist Ireland
Languages

Law Schools, Learned Families
Law Texts

Leabhar Breac

Lebor na hUidre

Lecan, Book of

Leinster

Leinster, Book of

Leth Cuinn and Leth Moga
Limerick

Lionel of Clarence
Lismore, Book of

Local Government
Loéegaire Mac Neill
Lordship of Ireland

ALPHABETICAL ENTRY LIST

Lyrics

M

Mac Aodhagdin

Mac Carthaig, Cormac

Mac Carthy

Mac Con Midhe, Giolla Brighde
Mac Domnaill (MacDonnell)
Mac Fhir Bhisigh

Mac Lochlainn

Mac Lochlainn, Muirchertach
Mac Mahon

Mac Murchada, Diarmait
MacMurrough
MacMurrough, Art
MacSweeney

Mael-Isu Ua Brolchdin
Maéel-Muru Othna
Mael-Ruain

Maiel-Sechnaill 1
Mael-Sechnaill IT

Maguire

Malachy (Mael-Méeddic)
Manorialism

Manuscript Illumination
March Areas

March Law

Marianus Scottus

Marriage

Marshal

Maynooth

Medicine

Mellifont

Metalwork

Metrics

Mide (Meath)

Military Orders

Military Service, Anglo-Norman
Military Service, Gaelic
Mills and Milling

Modus Tenendi Parliamentum
Mo-Ninne

Moral and Religious Instruction
Mortimer

Motte-and-Baileys
Muirchertach Mac Liacc
Muirchi

Munster

XX1



ALPHABETICAL ENTRY LIST

Music
Mythological Cycle

N

National Identity
Naval Warfare

Niall Noigiallach
Nicholas Mac Méel-Isu
Nuns

(0]
Oenach

Osraige

P

Pale, The

Palladius

Papacy

Parish Churches, Cathedrals
Parliament

Paschal Controversy
Patrick

Penitentials
Peregrinatio

Personal Names
Pilgrims and Pilgrimage
Placenames

Plunkett

Poer

Poetry, Hiberno-Latin
Poetry, Irish

Poets/Men of Learning
Population

Ports

Pre-Christian Ireland
Promontory Forts
Prophecies and Vaticinal

Q

Queens

R

Racial and Cultural Conflict
Raith Bressail, Synod of
Rawlinson B502

Records, Administrative
Records, Ecclesiastical
Religious Orders
Reliquaries

Renaissance

XXii

Rhetoric

Richard II
Ringforts

Roads and Routes
Romance

S

Satire

Savage

Scandinavian Influence

Sciences by Aidan Breen
Scotti/Scots

Scottish Influence

Scriptoria

Sculpture

Sedulius Scottus

Sheela-Na-Gig

Ships and Shipping

Sitriuc Silkenbeard

Slaves

Society, Functioning of Anglo-Norman
Society, Functioning of Gaelic
Society, Grades of Anglo-Norman
Society, Grades of Gaelic

St. Patrick’s Cathedral

Strongbow

T
Tdnaiste
Tara
Tirechan
Tower Houses
Trade
Triads
Tribes
Trim
Tuarastal
Tiiath

U

Ua Briain (O Brien)

Ua Briain, Muirchertach
Ua Briain, Tairrdelbach
Ua Cathdin

Ua Conchobair (Ui Conchobair, O Conchobhair)

Ua Conchobhair-Fiilge

Ua Conchobair, Ruaidri

Ua Conchobair, Tairrdelbach
Ua Délaigh



Ua Domnaill (O’Donnell)
Ua Néill (O Néill)

Ua Né€ill, Domnall

Ua Néill of Clandeboye
Ua Ruairc (O’Rourke)
Ua Tuathail (O’Toole), St. Lawrence
Ui Britin

Ui Chennselaig

Ui Dunlainge

Ui Maine, Book of

Ui Néill

Ui Néill, Northern

Ui Néill, Southern

Ulaid

Ulster Cycle

Ulster, Earldom of

Urban Administration

ALPHABETICAL ENTRY LIST

A"

Valence, de
Verdon, de
Viking Incursions
Villages

W

Wall Paintings

Walled Towns
Waterford

Weapons and Weaponry
Welsh Influence
William of Windsor by Peter Crooks
Wills and Testaments
Wisdom Texts
Witchcraft and Magic
Women

Woodlands

XXl






THEMATIC ENTRY LIST

(1) ARCHAEOLOGY, ARCHITECTURE, AND ART
Abbeys

Archaeology
Architecture

Bridges

Burials

Castles

Christ Church Cathedral
Crannoga

Early Christian Art
Ecclesiastical Settlements
Ecclesiastical Sites
High Crosses

Hoards

Houses

Iconography
Inauguration Sites
Inscriptions

Jewelry and Personal
Ornament

Manuscript [llumination
Metalwork
Motte-and-Baileys
Parish Churches and Cathedrals
Reliquaries

Ringforts

Sculpture
Sheela-Na-Gig

St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Tower Houses

Villages

Wall Paintings

Walled Towns

(2) DYNASTIES
Airgialla
Connachta
Cruthni

Dal Cais

Déisi

Ed6ganachta
Erainn

Laigin

Osraige

Ui Bridin

Ui Chennselaig
Ui Dunlainge

Ui Néill

Ui Néill, Northern
Ui Néill, Southern
Ulaid

(3) DEVELOPMENTS AND PERIODS
Anglo-Norman Invasion

Black Death

Christianity, Conversion to
Church Reform, Twelfth Century
Clontarf, Battle of

Gaelicization

Famine and Hunger

Gaelic Revival
Lancastrian-Yorkist Ireland
Racial and Cultural Conflict
Renaissance

Viking Incursions

XXV



THEMATIC ENTRY LIST

(4) FAMILIES
Bermingham
Burke
Butler-Ormond
Clare, de

Desmond Geraldines (FitzGeralds of Desmond)

Fitzgerald

Lacy, de

Mac Aodhagdin
Mac Carthy

Mac Donnell
Mac Fhir Bhisigh
Mac Lochlainn
Mac Mahon

Mac Murrough
Mac Sweeney
Maguire

Marshal
Mortimer

O Conchobhair-Fiilge
O Ruairc
Plunkett

Poer

Savage

Ua Briain

Ua Cathdin

Ua Conchobhair

Ua Dalaigh

Ua Domnaill

Ua Néill

Ua Néill, Clandeboye
Valence, de

Verdon, de

(5) LEARNING

Aes Ddna

Bardic Schools, Learned Families
Duanairi

Education

Languages

Law Schools, Learned Families
Medicine

Sciences

Scriptoria

(6) LITERATURE: GENRES
Ulster Cycle
Historical Tales

XXV1

Invasion Myth

Hagiography and Martyrologies
Aideda

Comperta

Devotional and Liturgical
Dinnsenchas

Echtrai

Etymology

Genealogy

Glosses

Grammatical Treatises
Hiberno-English Literature
Hiberno-Latin Literature
Hiberno-Norman (Latin)
Immrama

Law Tracts

Lyrics

Metrics

Moral and Religious Instruction
Mythological Cycle
Penitentials

Prophecies and Vaticinal Literature
Rhetoric

Romance

Satire

Triads

Wisdom Texts

Poetry, Hiberno-Latin

Poetry, Irish

(7) LITERATURE; INFLUENCES
Anglo-Saxon

Biblical and Church Fathers
Carolingian

Classical

French

Scandinavian

Scottish

Welsh

(8) MANUSCRIPTS AND TEXTS
Annals of the Four Masters
Armagh, Book of

Durrow, Book of

Forus Feasa ar Eirinn

Kells, Book of

Leabhar Breac



Lebor na hUidre
Lecan, Book of
Leinster, Book of
Lismore, Book of
Ui Maine, Book of

(9) Music AND LEISURE
Entertainment

Games

Music

(10) PERSONS LITERARY
Aed Mac Crimthainn
Airbertach Mac Cosse
Blathmac

Cinded Ua hArtacain
Clyn, Friar John
Cogitosus

Cuén Ua Lothchain

Dicuil

Eriugena (John Scottus)
Flann Mac Lonain

Flann Mainistreach
Gerald, Third Earl of Desmond
Gilla Patraic, Bishop
Giraldus Cambrensis

Mac Con Midhe, Giolla Brighde
Maéel-Muru Othna
Méel-fsu Ua Brolchdin
Marianus Scottus
Muirchertach Mac Liacc
Muirchi

Sedulius Scottus

Tirechan

(11) PERSONS POLITICAL
Aedén mac Gabréin
Alife

Amlaib Cuaran

Brian Boru

Bruce, Edward

Cathal mac Finguine
Cerball mac Dingaile
Cerball mac Muireccdin
Cormac mac Cuilennain
Courcy, John de
Derbforgaill

THEMATIC ENTRY LIST

Diarmait mac Cerbaill
Diarmait mac Maele-na-mb6
Fedelmid mac Crimthainn
Fiachnae mac Béetdin
Fitzgerald, Gerald
FitzHenry, Meiler

Geneville, Geoffrey de
Gormlaith (d. 948)
Gormlaith (d. 1030)

Henry II

John

Lacy, Hugh de

Lionel of Clarence

Léegaire Mac Neill

Mac Carthaig, Cormac

Mac Lochlainn, Muirchertach
Mac Murchada, Diarmait
Mac Murrough, Art
Mael-Sechnaill I
Maéel-Sechnaill 11

Niall Noigiallach

Richard II

Sitriuc Silkenbeard
Strongbow

Ua Briain, Muirchertach

Ua Briain, Tairrdelbach

Ua Conchobair, Ruaidri

Ua Conchobair, Tairrdelbach
Ua Néill, Domnall

William of Windsor

(12) PERSONS RELIGIOUS
Adomnan

Brigit

Ciaran

Colum Cille

Columbanus

Cumin, John

FitzRalph, Richard

Gille (Gilbert) of Limerick
Henry of London

fte

Malachy (Méel-Mdedéic)
Maéel-Ruain

Mo-Ninne

Nicholas mac Méel-Isu
Palladius

XXVii



THEMATIC ENTRY LIST

Patrick
Ua Tuathail (O’Toole), St. Lawrence

(13) PERSONS BY CATEGORY
Children

Fraternities and Guilds
Pilgrims and Pilgrimage
Poets/Men of Learning
Queens

Scotti/Scots

Slaves

Women

(14) PLACES
Ailech
Armagh
Emain Macha
Clonmacnoise
Connacht
Cork

Derry
Downpatrick
Dublin

Fine Gall
Glendalough
Kildare
Kilkenny
Leinster

Leth Cuinn and Leth Moga
Limerick
Maynooth
Mellifont
Mide

Munster

Pale, The
Placenames
Ports

Tara

Trim

Ulster, Earldom of
Waterford

(15) RECORDS: HISTORICAL
Annals and Chronicles
Charters and Chartularies
Records, Administrative

XXViii

Records, Ecclesiastical
Wills and Testaments

(16) GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
Central Government

Local Government

Chief Governors

Courts

Parliament

Urban Administration

(17) EcoNnoMY AND SOCIETY
Agriculture

Clothing

Coshering

Coinage

Coyne and Livery

Craftwork

Diet and Food

Fishing

Manorialism

Marriage

Mills and Milling

Personal Names

Population

Roads and Routes

Society, Grades of Gaelic
Society, Grades of Anglo-Norman
Society, Functioning of Gaelic
Society, Functioning of Anglo-Norman
Ships and Shipping

Trade

Woodlands

(18) Law
Brehon Law
Common Law
Canon Law
Clientship
Fosterage
Gossiprid
Law Texts
March Law

(19) MILITARY

Armies
Weapons and Weaponry



Military Service, Gaelic
Military Service, Anglo-Norman
Naval Warfare

(20) PoLiTiCS
Anglo-Irish Relations
Feis

Feudalism
Factionalism

Kings and Kingship
Lordship of Ireland
March Areas

Modus Tenendi Parliamentum
National Identity
Oenach

Oireacht

Tdnaiste

Tribes

THEMATIC ENTRY LIST

Tuarastal
Tuath

(21) RELIGION

Cashel, Synod of I (1101)
Cashel, Synod of II (1172)
Céli Dé

Ecclesiastical Organization
Jews in Ireland

Kells, Synod of

Military Orders

Nuns

Papacy

Paschal Controversy
Pre-Christian Ireland
Raith Bressail, Synod of
Religious Orders
Witchcraft and Magi

XXiX






NORTHERN Ui NEILL

4% ULSTER
Armagh ®
o N

A\

GAILENGA
CONNACHT LUISNE  BREGA

é SOUTHERN | OEGAIRE
UiNEILL

Tara®
4% Swords
Rahane Clondalkine
Kildare ®

?ﬁP LEINSTER

EOGANACHT CHAISIL

®
£oGANAcHT  ®Cashel
AINE

MUNSTER

EOGANACHT
EOGANACHT GLENDAMNACH
LOCHA LEIN

DESSI
MUMAN

Early Medieval Ireland

XXX1






ABBEYS AND RELIGIOUS HOUSES

Terminology is sometimes problematic in the study of
medieval religious communal life and its material
remains in Ireland, especially in the period before
1100. The erstwhile assumption of scholars that all
ecclesiastical sites of the early Christian period, up to
and including the age of Viking incursions, were
monastic has given way in recent years to greater cau-
tion, driven by an increasing awareness of the com-
plexity of the early Church’s institutional and territorial
structures, and of its provision of pastoral care to con-
temporary society. Strictly speaking, the designation
“monastery” indicates the one-time presence of monks
living in community according to a Rule, a code of
behavior prescribed by one of the early church’s intel-
lectual heavyweights, and while many of the sites were
certainly monastic by this measure, the organization
and practice of religious life at many other sites—
especially those small, archaeologically attested but
barely documented, sites—simply remain unknown.

Claustral Planning

Religious foundations of the twelfth century and later
generally have better documentary records, as well as
higher levels of fabric-survival, so problems of inter-
pretation and terminology are considerably less acute.
Churches and associated building complexes
designed for worship and habitation by religious com-
munities are easily identified, and hence the adjective
“monastic” can be used more confidently. Unlike pre-
1100 foundations, most of these monasteries were
claustrally planned. This claustral plan, which origi-
nated in continental Europe before a.p. 800 and first
appeared in Ireland around 1140 (at Mellifont), com-
prised of a central square or rectangular cloister
(clustrum, courtyard) with the key buildings arranged

around it and fully enclosing it. The church was usu-
ally on the north side, the refectory (dining hall) was
always on the side directly opposite, and the chapter
house (a ground-floor room wherein the community
assembled daily to discuss its business) and dormitory
(a long first-floor room) were on the east side. The
west side of the cloister comprised cellarage and addi-
tional habitation space; in Cistercian abbeys the con-
versi, lay brethren who undertook much of the manual
work, were accommodated here. What made the claustral
plan so attractive across the entire monastic landscape
of high medieval Europe was its practical efficiency:
Distances between parts of the monastery were max-
imized or minimized according to the relationships
between the activities carried out in them. Moreover,
its tightly regulated plan was a fitting metaphor for a
monastic world that was itself highly regulated.

Abbeys, Priories, Friaries

Popular local tradition in Ireland, commonly abetted
by ordinance survey maps, usually identifies twelfth-
century and later monasteries as “abbeys,” but is often
incorrect in doing so. Less than a quarter of the 500-plus
establishments of religious orders founded in post-1100
Ireland were genuinely abbeys, communities of male
or female religious under the authority of abbots or
abbesses. Of slightly lower grade were priories, com-
munities of male or female religious presided over by
priors or prioresses, officers of lower rank than abbots
and abbesses; these were more numerous than abbeys,
and constituted about one-third of that total. Friaries,
communities of friars (literally, brothers) whose main
work was preaching, make up most of the very signif-
icant remainder.

The abbeys and priories of twelfth- and early-
thirteenth-century Ireland are mainly associated with



ABBEYS AND RELIGIOUS HOUSES

Moyne Abbey, Co. Mayo. © Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, Dublin.

the Augustinian canons regular, priests living accord-
ing to the Rule of St. Augustine, and, in the case of
abbeys only, the Cistercian monks, followers of the
Rule of St. Benedict. Monasteries of both groups sur-
vive in significant numbers in areas formerly under
Gaelic-Irish and Anglo-Norman control. Priories of
Augustinian canons regular occur more frequently in
urban settings than the monastic houses of other
orders, in part because of their willingness to engage
in pastoral work, their modest space requirements, and
their presence in Ireland at the time of colonization.

There were also other orders present in Ireland at
this time, but they have left behind little above-ground
archaeology. Premonstratensian canons, for example,
had about a dozen houses in Ireland, but little remains
of any of them. The sole house of Cluniac monks,
founded by Tairrdelbach Ua Conchobair at Athlone
circa 1150, is lost. Carthusian monks from England
had one house, Kinalehin, founded circa 1252; dis-
solved ninety years later and then re-colonized shortly
afterwards by Franciscan friars, the archaeological
remains are mainly Franciscan, though elements of the
Carthusian priory and fabric are still evident. There
were also about seventy convents of nuns, mainly
Augustinian canonesses. Of the few that survive, the
nunnery of St. Catherine near Shanagolden stands out:
Its church projects from the middle of the east side of
the cloister, a very idiosyncratic arrangement.

Benedictine Houses

Benedictine monks were also present in Ireland, includ-
ing some at Christ Church cathedral in the late 1000s,
but they had surprisingly few houses there compared
with contemporary England, where they enjoyed the
patronage of the Normans. Malachy’s energetic promo-

tion of the Cistercians and Augustinians as the land-
scape of reformed monasticism in Ireland was taking
shape was evidently to their cost. A couple of Benedic-
tine houses, Cashel and Rosscarbery, were subject to
Schottenkloster (Irish Benedictine monasteries in cen-
tral Europe) but we know virtually nothing about their
archaeology or architecture. Ireland’s most substantial
medieval Benedictine survival is at Fore, a late-twelfth-
century foundation of the Anglo-Norman de Lacy fam-
ily; the fabric of this claustrally planned monastery was
altered considerably during the Middle Ages, but parts
of the original church of circa 1200 remain.

Cistercian Houses

The Cistercian order, founded in 1098 in Burgundy,
was a pan-European institution in the twelfth century,
and its arrival in Ireland in 1142 is one of the key
moments in the country’s history. Fifteen Cistercian
abbeys were founded in the thirty years before the
Anglo-Norman invasion, and twice as many again
were founded (by both Anglo-Norman and native Irish
patrons) in the subsequent century. The last medieval
foundation was at Hore, near Cashel, in 1272.

Cistercian architecture in Europe has a distinctively
austere personality: The churches are generally simple
cruciform buildings with flat-ended, rather than apsidal,
presbyteries and transeptal chapels, and their interior
and exterior wall surfaces tend to be unadorned. The
Irish examples conform to this general pattern even
though the two earliest foundations, Mellifont (founded
1142) and Baltinglass (founded 1148) have churches
of slightly unusual plans.

Mellifont’s construction was overseen by a monk
of Clairvaux, Robert. Little of its original architecture
remains. The principal surviving features at Mellifont
are the late Romanesque lavabo, an elaborate structure
for the collection and provision of water to monks
about to enter the refectory, and the slightly later chapter
house. Mellifont’s community was originally com-
posed of Irish and French brethren, but racial and
cultural conflict between them persuaded the French
to leave shortly after the foundation. Similar conflicts
emerged and were sometimes resolved after armed
conflict when the Anglo-Normans sought control of
Ireland’s Cistercian monasteries.

Augustinian Houses

Unlike the Cistercian Order, which entered Ireland in
the company of monks from overseas, the Augustinian
canons regular of pre-Anglo-Norman Ireland were
simply indigenous religious who, in response to the
twelfth-century Church reform, adopted the Rule of



St. Augustine as a way of life. Of the 120-odd mon-
asteries of Augustinian canons founded in twelfth- and
thirteenth-century Ireland, the number established
before 1169 is uncertain; that number may be as high
as one-third of the total, but the problem is that foun-
dation dates are not as secure as those for Cistercian
abbeys. Archaeology is of little help here, as there was
no such thing as an “Augustinian style” of monastic
architecture at any stage in the Middle Ages.

Anglo-Norman support for Augustinian canons
manifested itself in continued patronage of existing
houses and in the foundation of new houses. Some of
these were very substantial: Athassel priory, for exam-
ple, had one of the most extensive monastic complexes
and one of the finest churches in medieval Ireland,
while the now-destroyed St. Thomas’s in Dublin,
founded as a priory in 1177 and upgraded to an abbey
fifteen years later, was one of Ireland’s small number
of mega-rich monastic houses. The claustral plan was
widely employed in Augustinian houses founded by
Anglo-Normans; there is no evidence of its use in
Augustinian contexts prior to 1169 even though the
Cistercians were using it from the 1140s.

Friars’ Houses

Friars—Augustinian, Carmelite, Dominican, and
Franciscan—first appeared in Ireland in the early thir-
teenth century, but most of the 200-odd friaries date
from the period after 1350, and many of these had
Gaelic-Irish patrons. Friary churches tend to be long
and aisleless; large transepts were often added to their
naves to increase the amount of space available for
lay worship. Slender bell towers rising between the
naves and choirs are perhaps the most distinctive fea-
tures of friary churches.

Friaries were also claustrally planned, but their
cloisters are generally much smaller than those in
Cistercian abbeys or Augustinian priories, and are
invariably to the north of the churches rather than to
the south, which was the normal arrangement. The
cloister ambulatories (or alleyways) themselves were
sometimes unusual: Instead of timber lean-to roofs
they often had stone-vaulted roofs which also supported
the first-floor rooms of the claustral buildings. Conse-
quently, while friary cloister courts often seem rather
cramped, the dormitories often seem very spacious.

Beyond the Cloisters

Claustrally planned buildings constituted the func-
tional and geographic inner cores of monastic posses-
sions. Those possessions often included extensive
lands with out-farms (called granges). The Cistercians
were particularly adept at exploiting such lands.

ADOMNAN MAC RONAIN (c. 624-704)

A well-endowed monastery, whatever its affiliation,
would normally have an enclosing precinct wall with a
gatehouse; within the wall, a separate house for the abbot
or prior; an infirmary (or infirmaries, as some houses had
separate accommodation for monks, conversi, and the
poor); a guest house; and gardens, orchards and dove-
cotes (columbaria) to provide for the refectory tables.
Dovecotes are especially interesting. These small dome-
roofed buildings of circular plan were frequently built
very close to the churches, as at Ballybeg, Fore, and
Kilcooley—Augustinian, Benedictine, and Cistercian
foundations, respectively.

TapHG O’ KEEFFE
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ADOMNAN MAC RONAIN (c. 624-704)

Adomnan mac Réndin was the ninth abbot of Iona
(679-704) and biographer of Colum Cille, Iona’s found-
ing saint. According to the genealogies, he was the son
of Rénan mac Tinne, one of the Cenél Conaill branch
of the Ui Néill, and a kinsman of Colum Cille, his father
being five generations descended from Colum Cille’s
grandfather, Fergus, son of Conall Gulban. His mother’s
name is given as Ronnat, one of the Cenél nEnnae
branch of the Northern Ui Néill, situated around what
is now Raphoe in County Donegal. He is first mentioned
in the Annals of Ulster in the year 687 as having been
on a mission to Aldfrith, king of Northumbria, to obtain
release of prisoners taken in a raid on Brega by his half-
brother Ecgfrith in 685, whom he then escorted back to
Ireland. On that occasion, he presented King Aldfrith,
who was Irish on his mother’s side, with a copy of his
De locis sanctis, an account of a voyage to and journeys
in the Holy Land and Jerusalem, purportedly taken from
a narrative given him by Arculf, a Gaulish bishop, and
supplemented by information in the volumes in the
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library at Iona. According to Bede’s Ecclesiastical His-
tory, it was while he was in Northumbria that Adomnan
adopted the “universal observance” of the church on the
matter of the dating of Easter, having spent some time
with Ceolfrith and the Anglian monks at Wearmouth or
Jarrow, and having accepted their guidance on the mat-
ter. However that may be, Iona did not finally accede to
the Roman Easter until 716. But it is nonetheless likely
that he was anxious to effect a reconciliation of Iona
with the English and the majority of the Irish churches.
In 697, he journeyed again to Ireland to promulgate
the Cdin Adomndin at a synod in Birr (County Offaly),
a piece of legislation intended to protect non-combatants
in times of war, by a system of fines. The guarantor
list attaching to it of ninety-one ecclesiastical and
secular potentates from every part of Ireland, includ-
ing three from Scotland, is a genuine, contemporary
document. Adomndn continued as abbot of Iona until
his death.

De locis sanctis shows a considerable knowledge
of the works of Jerome and other patristic authors and
makes reference to his consultation of libri graecitatis
(“books of Greek words”). It subsequently formed the
basis for a later work of Bede’s on the holy places.
The Cdin Adomndin places particular proscription
upon the abuse of women in war or raids and imposes
heavy fines, payable in part to the Columban commu-
nity and in part to the kin or lord of the injured or
deceased party, upon those guilty of doing so and upon
those guilty of the murder, injury, or molestation of
women. It is a humane and innovative piece of legis-
lation that reflects Adomnén’s concerns with the pres-
ervation of peace and civil order and the protection of
women, and is a milestone in Irish law.

Adomnan’s major opus, his Vita sancti Columbae,
written about 700, was based upon both written and
oral tradition relating to the saint, some of it derived
from some written memoranda of Cummeéne Ailbe,
abbot of Iona from 657 to 669, and some written notes
(paginae), and partly from contemporary recollections
of him. It displays a wide-ranging knowledge of the
Bible and of other hagiographic and patristic texts. It
is a remarkable account, written in an eloquent but not
verbose Latin style, of the sanctity, prophecies, and
uirtutes of a great Celtic saint, for whom Adomnan
had considerable veneration. His desire to elevate
Colum Cille to the status of a universal saint has given
us one of the best and earliest pieces of hagiography
to emerge from the Irish Church.

In addition, the few penitential canons ascribed to
Adomnén are quite probably his. The text is certainly
of eighth-century date at the latest, and there is an
explicit reference in Canon 16 to one of the canons of
the seventh-century text known as the Second Synod of

Patrick (c. 26), dealing with a problematic case of remar-
riage after divorce. His awareness of the Romani prov-
enance of this synod makes it very probable that the
Canones Adamnani are of seventh-century composition.
The career of Adomnén is a remarkable achieve-
ment. He was singularly successful as a churchman,
scholar, diplomat, and legislator, and his striving
towards the unification of the Irish Church may have
promoted that second flowering of scholarly and liter-
ary activity which characterizes the eighth century in

Ireland.
AIDAN BREEN
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AED UA (OR MAC) CRIMTHAINN
(fI. 1150-1160)

He was a descendant of an old ecclesiastical family
from County Laois, who were the hereditary comarbai
of Colum moccu Loigse, sixth-century founder of the
monastery of Tir d4 Glas (or Terryglass) in County
Tipperary, and friend of Colum Cille. Aed was one of
the principal compilers and scribes of the great



twelfth-century literary-historical compendium, the
Book of Leinster, also known as Lebar na Niiachongbdla,
the Book of Oughavall, which was his family’s ancestral
home. Much of the writing of the manuscript may
have been completed there. He signs himself on 32r
(p. 313): “Aed mac meic Crimthaind ro scrib in leborso
ra thinoil a llebraib imdaib” (Aed Ua Crimthaind wrote
this book and collected it from many books). He is not
the finest scribe in the Book of Leinster, but he evidently
played a key part in the compilation and redaction of
the many texts which went into it. The identification of
his hand in certain places is still a matter of some paleo-
graphic difference, particularly in those entries referring
to events post-dating 1166.

He is also the recipient of the earliest Irish personal
letter, written to him by Finn mac Gormadin, bishop of
Kildare (d. 1160), copied into the tale known as Cath
Maige Mucrama on 206v of the manuscript. It is the
earliest vernacular example of the medieval ars
dictaminis. It has the usual form of a rhetorical epistle,
praising him for his learning as ‘“chief historian of
Leinster in wisdom and knowledge and book-lore, and
science and learning.” It requests that the tale Cath
Maige, being dictated to his scribe by Finn, be com-
pleted by Aed, who apparently had access to a better
or fuller copy. It concludes by asking him to send a
copy of the duanaire of Mac Londin, “so that we may
study the meanings of the poems that are in it.” The
letter also styles him fer léigind (man of learning)
to the king of Leth Moga, perhaps Diarmait Mac
Murchada. Although there is no independent evidence
for the assertion, it is often claimed that the famous
references to the exile of Diarmait Mac Murchada,
“king of Leinster and the Foreigners” in 1166 and to
his death in 1171, at the end of the prose regnal list of
Leinster (f.39d)—Saxain. iar sain miserabiliter regnant
Amen. (And, after that, the Saxons miserably reign)—
indicate a close personal relationship between Aed and
Diarmait. His span of scribal activity on the manuscript
can be judged from the date of his first personal entry,
which records the death of Domnall Ua Conchobair in
1161. Best identifies his last entry in the notice of the
death in 1201 of Ruaidri mac Con Ulad, but it is very
doubtful that an individual who was fer léigind of Leth
Moga in the middle of the twelfth century was still
alive in 1201.
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AEDAN MAC GABRAIN ( f1L c. 574-606)
The Irish king of D4l Riata in Scotland from about
574 to 606, Aeddn mac Gabrdin was a member of
Cenél nGabrdin and son of a previous king, Gabrin
mac Domangairt. While many aspects of his reign
are disputed (partly because the two main sources,
Adomnén’s “Life of St. Columba” and the Irish chron-
icles, often provide contradictory evidence), it is clear
that Aeddn was involved significantly in the politics
of both Ireland and Britain.

There are no certain examples of Aedén being
engaged in military activity in Ireland, but he was
involved in Irish politics. With Columba active in D4l
Riata at Tona and elsewhere during his reign, Aedén
was involved with the saint’s Cenél Conaill relatives
in Ireland, meeting Aed mac Ainmirech, ruler of Cenél
Conaill and the northern Ui Néill, at Druim Cett,
although it is disputed whether the Irish chronicle date
of 575 for this event or a date between 586 and 597
is correct. While the outcome of the meeting is unclear,
it is likely that the political relationship between the
Ui Néill and D4l Riata was discussed. In Adomnan’s
“Life of St. Columba,” Columba (Colum Cille) ordains
(reluctantly) Aedén as king, the first instance of this prac-
tice in Gaelic literature. An earlier version of this tale
by Cummeéne of Tona makes it explicit that Aeddn and
his successors should be on friendly terms with Cenél
Conaill (and perhaps by implication enemies of the
Cruthni and Ulaid), which was possibly a reflection of
a treaty made between Aedan and Aed mac Ainmirech
at Druim Cett, but also a retrospective explanation of
the tribulations of Aedén’s descendants after fighting
Cenél Conaill in 637.

The Irish chronicles portray Aedén as militarily
active in Britain, undertaking an expedition to the
Orkneys in 580-581, fighting in either the Isle of
Man or near the Firth of Forth in 582-583, and at
the battle of Leithreid in 590. He was defeated by
the Northumbrians in 600, probably the same event
as the battle of Degsastan (dated to 603) described
by Bede in his Ecclesiastical History of the English
People. Bede states that Aedan attacked in response
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to Northumbrian encroachment on British territory,
which is an indication of D4l Riata interest in the
area south of the Clyde-Forth line at this time, an
interest halted by this defeat. Adomnédn also men-
tions a battle in Anglo-Saxon territory, perhaps the
battle of Degsastan or one in 596, in which Aedén’s
son Domangart was killed, and a victorious battle
against the Miathi, in lowland Scotland, where two
other sons were killed.

In contrast to this checkered picture produced by
the earlier sources, Aedan appears in a number of later
Irish texts as a powerful ruler, being described as “king
of Alba” in the eleventh-century Liber Hymnorum and
as a conqueror of the Picts in the “Tripartite Life of
Patrick.” These depictions probably reflect the reinter-
pretation made in the tenth century that the kingship
of Alba was the successor of D4l Riata.
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AES DANA
Aes Ddna (literally, “the people of skill, craft”) is a
collective term which identifies the practitioners of
certain professions held in high esteem in medieval
Ireland, while also distinguishing them from the farm-
ing community (des trebtha). The des ddna comprised
professions involving not only skills of artisanship, but
also speech and knowledge. Examples of such people
were doctors, lawyers, judges, harpists, and black-
smiths. Not so clear, however, is whether ecclesiastical
scholars (typically called scribae and sapientes) belong
in this broad category. In the hierarchical society that
was early Ireland the des ddna enjoyed special status.
Thus, for example, the law tracts stipulated stiffer pen-
alties for offenses against such people and conferred
greater weight on their sworn evidence. Likewise,
early Irish literature attests to a prejudice in their favor
over other classes, perhaps because that literature was
composed by members of the des ddna. For example,
an Old Irish proverb declares that “an art is better than
an inheritance of land.”

Within the des ddna itself there were hierarchies,
to judge by the scale of honor-prices accorded them

in native Irish law (Brehon Law). Lowest in status
were artisans such as the turner and leatherworker;
somewhat higher the chariot builder and the engraver;
higher again the harpist; and at the high end as a
group, such professions as blacksmith, carpenter, phy-
sician, and lawyer. The lawyer, in turn, could be either
judge (brithem) or advocate (aigne). The former at
the highest level of his profession served as the official
judge of the people and the legal advisor of the king
(brithem tuaithe).

But preeminent among the des ddna was the pro-
fession of poetry ( filidecht). Just as the word ddn had
the specialized meaning of “poem,” so too those who
composed poetry, the filid (“poets”), were regarded as
the des ddna par excellence. Alone among the secular
des ddna they enjoyed the privilege of nemed, a quasi-
sacred status that put them on a par with the king and
the bishop of the people. To them was entrusted the
preservation and transmission of senchas, the body of
knowledge, usually transmitted in verse, which com-
prised the traditional lore of the tiéath. It included such
matter as the genealogies of the ruling family, dind-
shenchas (the lore of places), and the origin legends
of the tribe. In early Irish literature they were often
credited with the power of prophecy (the word fili is
etymologically connected with “seer”), the imbas foro-
sna (literally, “encompassing knowledge which illumi-
nates”). Thus, at the beginning of the Tdin bo Cuiailgne
(“the Cattle-Raid of Cooley”) a woman fili named
Fedelm prophesies disaster for Queen Medb’s expedi-
tion into Ulster, declaring that she “sees” red on the
army. This and certain other aspects of the fili’s func-
tions may have been inherited from the druids, pre-
sumably another group of the des ddna, who died out
after the introduction of Christianity.

The exalted status of the highest grade of fili, the
ollam, depended in the first instance on acquisition of
the necessary qualifications. An eighth-century Old-
Irish legal tract, Uraicecht na Riar (“the Primer of
Rules™), discusses the training of the fili. It required
many years of education during which the aspiring
candidate moved successively through seven grades
(and three sub-grades) of learning, probably on the
analogy of the ecclesiastical grades. The distinction
between one grade and the next was a matter of learn-
ing, not office. Additionally, the profession was hered-
itary: A fili had to be the son and grandson of a fili.
Once he acquired his position, he was expected to
behave in a manner appropriate to a nemed person. It
was his duty to eulogize the king and, where necessary,
to satirize injustices within the tiiath. By means of this
role, he performed both a normative and corrective
function which no one else (except perhaps the cleric)
could dare undertake. Although not an entertainer as
such, he was expected to be able to recite traditional



tales when called upon by the king. His poems had to
be competent in subject-matter, and technically with-
out flaw. More broadly, as the repository of tribal sen-
chas (which he had memorized), the fili was expected
not only to conserve this lore in versified form but also
to interpret it and make it relevant to his own time. In
addition to the fili, there was another, inferior, type of
poet, known as the bard. What primarily distinguished
the two was the bard’s lack of professional training.
He was someone with natural ability who had not
studied in the poetic schools; he might, for example,
perform compositions of the fili.

By the thirteenth century, control of the profession
of filidecht had shifted to a group of literary families
who trained candidates for the profession in what are
commonly called the Bardic Schools. No doubt, the
realignment was related to major ecclesiastical and
political changes that occurred during the twelfth
century: the demise of the older churches following
ecclesiastical reforms and the introduction of the
Continental religious orders; and the Anglo-Norman
invasion. But how it was effected remains unclear;
one suggestion is that the new learned families were
the descendants of hereditary officials who main-
tained possession of monastic lands after the monas-
teries themselves, the original centers of learning, had
disappeared. Their ability to adapt to the new political
order meant that they maintained (and even
enhanced) their special status by receiving patronage
from the Gaelicized Norman lords.

Two other branches of the des ddna that thrived in
the post-Norman period were law and medicine.
Again, these were controlled by certain families, who
trained suitable candidates in their schools and
depended on the Gaelic and Gaelicized Norman aris-
tocracy for patronage. For example, the Ua hlceadha
(O’Hickey) family served as physicians to the Ua Briain
rulers of Thomond, and the Ua Casaide (O’Cassidy)
family to Mag Uidhir (Maguire) of Fermanagh. Since
all of these professions, especially the poets, depended
on the patronage of the ruling families, the collapse of
the Gaelic order in the seventeenth century inevitably
brought their demise.
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AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURE

The Old Irish law texts of the seventh—eighth centuries
A.D. are the main written source of information on pre-
Norman agriculture in Ireland, but valuable informa-
tion is also provided by other categories of text in Irish
and in Latin, particularly annals, penitentials, and saints’
lives. In the period from the Anglo-Norman invasion
until the end of the sixteenth century, the Irish annals
continue to be an important source of information on
agriculture as practiced in those parts of the country
under Gaelic control. Information on agriculture in the
rest of the country is provided by rentals, deeds, and
other documents in Norman-French, English, and Latin.
Interaction between Irish and Anglo-Norman farming
practices is indicated by the borrowing of vocabulary
in both directions. For example, the Irish word speal,
“scythe,” is probably of Middle English origin, indi-
cating that large-scale hay-making was introduced
after the Anglo-Norman invasion. Similarly, much of
the farmwork on an Anglo-Norman manor was done
by persons classed as betagh (Irish biattach, “unfree
tenant”), who were almost always Irish, and would no
doubt have held to at least some of the agricultural
practices of their forefathers.

Crops

The archaeological evidence indicates that cereals
have been grown in Ireland since Neolithic times. It
is clear, however, that the coming of Christianity in
the fifth century a.p. with the subsequent establish-
ment of monasteries brought various innovations in
cereal-production from the Roman world. An eighth-
century law text, Bretha Déin Chécht, lists seven
types of cereal grown in Ireland, arranged in order
of value. Predictably, the most highly valued cereal
is bread-wheat (cruithnecht), though it can hardly
have been much grown in the rather cool Irish cli-
mate. The second cereal on the list is rye (secal, from
Latin secale), which is likely to have been more
widely grown as it tolerates harsher conditions. Other
cereals included in the list are suillech, which is
perhaps to be identified as spelt wheat, and ibdach,
probably two-row barley, as it was used to make beer.
Next on the list is riiaddn, a reddish wheat which is
doubtless “emmer,” and then éornae, “six-row barley.”
At the bottom of the list is the least prestigious cereal,
corcae, “oats”"—a twelfth-century legal commentary
states that a sack of oats is worth only half a sack of
barley. The law text on clientship, Cdin Aicillne, pro-
vides a description of the type of land which is suitable
for the growing of barley, and stresses that it should
be level, deepdraining and properly manured. Plowing
was generally carried out in the spring, using a team
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of oxen. The usual term for such a team is seisrech,
which contains the numeral sé, “six,” so it is possible
that all six oxen were yoked simultaneously. It was
probably more usual, however, for four oxen to be
used. They seem to have been yoked abreast and led
by a front plowman (cennairem) walking backwards
ahead of his team, while a rear plowman (ténairem)
directed them from behind. The Old Irish law texts
contain no mention of the coulter (coltar), but it is
referred to in twelfth-century commentary. Harrow-
ing was carried out by horses. After the young corn
appeared, it was kept free from weeds, of which the
most pernicious was darnel (dithen), which has poi-
sonous seeds. The law texts also lay down heavy
penalties on the owners of marauding livestock that
damage growing corn. When ripe, the cornstalks were
cut with a sickle, and the ears of corn collected in a
reaping-basket. The ears were then threshed with a
stick or flail (siist), and dried in a kiln (dith). The
dried corn was stored in a barn (saball); a fragmen-
tary law text on cats stresses that the cat should patrol
the area around the barn to keep mice away. Writing
in the late twelfth century, Giraldus Cambrensis
refers to mice as a particular pest in Ireland.

Apart from cereals, other plants featured in the early
Irish diet. The texts refer occasionally to peas and
beans, and it is likely that both were normally kiln
dried and stored for winter use. Another vegetable that
is frequently mentioned in the Old Irish texts is cain-
nenn, which probably means “onion.” It was clearly
grown in fairly large quantities, as it formed part of
the food-rent which a client paid to his lord. Smaller
quantities of other vegetables were also grown, includ-
ing braisech (cabbage), foltchép (chives), borrlus
(leek?), imus (celery?), and cerrbacdn (skirret?). The
medico-legal text Bretha Crélige emphasizes the
importance of vegetables in the diet of invalids. Apples
and plums seem to have been grown on a small scale
in the early period, but cultivated pears and cherries
were evidently not introduced until after the Norman
invasion. The main dye-plants were woad (glaisen) and
madder (roid).

Cattle

Cattle occupied a position of central importance in
early Irish society, and feature prominently throughout
Old and Middle Irish literature. Fines, tributes, fees,
and other payments were commonly expressed in
terms of cattle, the standard unit being the milk cow
(bo mlicht). Cattle were valued primarily for their milk
and for milk-products such as butter and cheese. Beef
was also consumed, and hides were used for making
shoes, bags, belts, and the like. Early Irish cattle seem

generally to have been small and black—much like
modern Kerry cattle—but there are also references to
red, brown, dun-colored, and white cattle. There is no
mention of the provision of hay for livestock in doc-
uments from the pre-Norman period. The Old Irish law
texts refer to the practice of keeping an area of “pre-
served grass” to nourish the cattle over the winter, and
there is also mention of branches of holly and ivy being
supplied as winter fodder. In the summer, it was clearly
a frequent practice for cattle and other livestock to be
driven off to hills or other rough ground where they
grazed under the care of herdsmen. At night they were
kept in a pen (biaile), whence the Anglicized term
“booleying.” This practice was regularly opposed by
English officials. For example, in 1595, Edmund
Spenser denounced the “Irish manner of keeping boo-
lies in the summer upon the mountains and living after
that savage sort.”

Other Livestock

Sheep were kept primarily for their wool, but were
also valued for their meat and milk. The Old Irish
law texts assign greater value to white sheep than to
dun-colored or black sheep. In the twelfth century,
Giraldus Cambrensis commented on the prevalence
of black sheep in Ireland, and it is likely that larger
white-fleeced breeds were introduced after the
Anglo-Norman invasion. There is less mention of
goats in Irish sources, and in legal commentary their
value is lower than that of sheep. The flesh of the
pig was prized beyond that of any other animal, and
roast pig was the traditional main dish at feasts. Pigs
were commonly fattened up on acorns in the woods.
The Old Irish law text Crith Gablach states that a
well-to-do farmer should own a horse for riding as
well as a workhorse. In about the late thirteenth
century, the great plow-horse, which was originally
developed on the Continent for military use, was
introduced to Ireland, and by the end of the fifteenth
century it seems that oxen were largely superseded
for this purpose. The Old Irish law texts contain
many references to hens, and there is occasional
mention of ducks and geese. A separate law text is
devoted to honeybees, which indicates that they were
of considerable economic importance. Doves may
have been reared for consumption in early Irish mon-
asteries, but there seem to be no records of dovecotes
in this country until after the Anglo-Norman invasion.
The rabbit was an Anglo-Norman introduction, and
elaborate warrens were constructed to house them.
Fishponds—mainly for introduced species such as
perch, carp, and pike—were a regular feature of the
Anglo-Norman manor.



Farm Layout

For the early period, the law texts are an important
source of information on the layout of the Irish farm,
and much of what they tell us is confirmed by archae-
ology. The farmhouse was round and constructed of
wattle packed with insulating material, and there was an
adjoining out-house. The farmhouse was surrounded
by an enclosed area (les) of approximately 100 feet in
diameter, which contained structures such as the sheep
pen, calf pen, pigsty, and hen coop. Outside the les,
the typical farm had a vegetable garden, as well as a
kiln for drying corn and a barn for storing it. The Old
Irish law texts regularly distinguish between the infield
(faithche), which refers to the better land around the
farmhouse, and the outfield (sechtarfhaithche) farther
away. The main law text on farming, Bretha Comaith-
chesa, provides detailed descriptions of what consti-
tutes a proper field boundary, and distinguishes the
stone wall, trench-and-bank, bare fence, and oak fence.
The proper dimensions and method of construction are
specified in the text. For example, the bare fence is
constructed with posts and hazel rods, and is capped
with an interwoven blackthorn crest—the medieval
equivalent of barbed wire.

Farm Labor

It is clear from the Old Irish law texts that most of the
work on the farm of a commoner was carried out by
him and his family. However, plowing was often
undertaken in cooperation by up to four farmers who
pooled their resources of oxen and equipment, and
plowed their lands in turn. Livestock were also regu-
larly herded cooperatively, with animals belonging to
a number of farmers looked after in a single herd.
Higher up the social scale, the main work on the farm
of a lord (flaith) was carried out by slaves or servants.
In addition, lords were entitled to fixed amounts of
labor from commoners with whom they had an agree-
ment of clientship. These clients (céili) also supported
the lord’s household by the provision of an annual
food-rent in return for the fief—usually of cattle—
supplied by the lord. Some commoners were simulta-
neously clients of two or three lords. Monasteries func-
tioned in a similar manner to lay lordships, and relied
on the labor of church clients, as well as that of the
monks. After the Anglo-Norman invasion, there is evi-
dence that the independence of the commoner
decreased, both in areas under Gaelic and under
English control. The rent-paying biattach became an
unfree tenant bound to the land, without the option of
transferring from one lord to another, or of serving
more than one lord.

AGRICULTURE

Land-Tenure and Control

The OIld Irish law texts make a general distinction
between a person’s inherited share of kin-land (fintiu),
and land which he has personally acquired. Naturally, he
has greater legal entitlement to sell or bequeath acquired
land, and can only dispose of kin-land with the agree-
ment of the greater family unit (fine) and of his lord. A
large amount of land was owned by the Church, and it
is clear that many agricultural innovations are of monas-
tic origin. For example, the use of the water mill, which
revolutionized the processing of cereals, is likely to have
spread from the monasteries. The law texts recognize the
rights of adult dependents—wives or sons—to veto con-
tracts made by a landowner which could damage the
well-being of the farm. In general, it is clear that the
early Irish farmer farmed so as to support his family and
to produce a surplus to fulfill his obligations to his lord,
king, and church. Old Irish texts provide little informa-
tion on trade in agricultural produce, and it seems that
any such trade was small-scale and local. The establish-
ment of Norse towns on the eastern and southern coasts
in the ninth and tenth centuries undoubtedly stimulated
trade in foodstuffs and other commodities, and it is sig-
nificant that the Irish word for market (margadh) is a
borrowing from Old Norse. An eleventh-century poem
in Irish refers to the sale of livestock at the fair (denach)
of Carmun, probably in the present County Kildare. After
the Anglo-Norman invasion there was a flourishing
export trade in wool and sheepskins, mainly to England.
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AIDEDA

AIDEDA

In medieval Irish literary terminology, the word aided
refers to a tale in prose or prosimetrum that relates
the violent demise of a hero, king, or poet. Like the
Comperta, Echtrai, and Immrama, it belongs to a
system of nineteen tale-types or general topics, which
medieval Irish scholars used as a means of classifying
much of their narrative literature. Judging from the
number of tales that survive, the aided must have
been a popular tale-type. In fact, some thirty-five
death-tales that contain the word in their title are
extant, most of which are written in Old or Middle
Irish (¢. 650-1200). Almost half of these are histor-
ical tales, while much of the remainder belong to the
Ulster Cycle. Yet the aided is not the only tale-type
in which the violent deaths of kings and heroes can
be narrated. Such stories often form integral episodes
in other tale-types, especially the catha (battles),
togla (destructions), and oircne (slaughters). Indeed,
some of the most famous death-tales in the Irish
language—stories like Togail Bruidne Da Derga (The
Destruction of Da Derga’s Hostel) and Orgain Denna
Rig (The Destruction of Dinn Rig)—are not classified
as aideda at all, but belong to these other tale-types.
Regardless of the titles under which they survive,
death-tales formed an important part of the Irish lit-
erary tradition.

Origins and Development

Comparative evidence from other Indo-European
cultures, Greek and Indic in particular, suggests that
the aided, as a tale-type, is ancient, and some Irish
examples do preserve elements of demonstrable
antiquity. However, since the 1950s, scholars have
begun to change the way they view early Irish liter-
ature, the death-tales included. These stories are no
longer regarded as the products of an age-old oral
tradition, but as the products of the ecclesiastical
scriptoria in which they were written. Studies, espe-
cially since the 1980s, have shown that the creators
of these texts drew on a wide range of materials,
both foreign and domestic. As a result, they were
able to fashion narratives that at one time hearkened
back to the pre-Christian past but at the same time
addressed contemporary political and social con-
cerns. The aideda themselves proved particularly
adaptable in this respect, so much so that they con-
tinued to be composed and reworked from their tex-
tual beginnings in the eighth century right up until the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, when death-tales
like Oidheadh Chloinne Lir, Oidheadh Chloinne
Tuireann, and Oidheadh Chloinne Uisnigh enjoyed
widespread popularity.
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The Mythology of Death

The heroes of Irish myth and legend do not wither
away from disease or old age, but like their counter-
parts in other traditions, they die dramatic deaths that
mark the culmination of their heroic biographies.
Their deaths, like their births, take place in a well-
ordered universe in which every event has its time and
place, and in the aideda, the time and place of death
are usually liminal. Heroes tend to die at transitional
points in the seasonal calendar (like Samain) and at
transitional points in the physical landscape (like
fords). One of the more common liminal spaces in the
Irish death-tales is the quasi-otherworld banquet hall,
or bruiden. In this setting, the doomed hero partakes
of the so-called fatal feast, often in the company of a
strange woman thought to be a figure of death. Many
a king in Irish literature from Conaire Mér to Diarmait
mac Cerbaill meets his end in a bruiden. The hero can
suddenly find himself in one of these liminal spaces
through what appears to be happenstance, through his
own actions (often this involves the violation of his
geissi, or taboos), or through the complex interaction
of human and supernatural agents bent on the hero’s
destruction. But however it comes about, once the
hero enters this liminal space at the proper time, his
demise is assured.

The Threefold Death

No aspect of the early Irish aideda has received more
attention than the motif of the threefold death, in
which the victim is killed by three different means in
rapid succession, often wounding, drowning, and
burning. Examples of this motif can be found in the
literature and folklore of many countries, including
Wales, France, and Estonia. Although its origins and
development are obscure, some scholars believe that
the motif may have its beginnings in a putative Indo-
European tri-functional sacrifice, in which human vic-
tims were offered to a trio of divinities. Potential
support for this theory comes from the archaeological
record. Over the years, a number of prehistoric bodies
have been unearthed from the bogs of northern and
western Europe, some of which, like the Lindow Man
from Cheshire, England, show signs of ritualistic
threefold death.

But whatever its supposed origins, the motif of the
threefold death in early Irish literature has little to do
with paganism, much less human sacrifice. Two of the
best examples of this motif are found in Aided Diar-
mata meic Cerbaill (The Death of Diarmait mac Cer-
baill) and Aided Muirchertaig meic Erca (The Death
of Muirchertach mac Erca). Just as in these stories, all
the other instances of this motif in Irish sources are



set in the early Christian period, specifically the sixth
and seventh centuries, and center on conflicts between
what would now be called Church and State. Further-
more, almost all the examples follow the same narra-
tive pattern, which at its core consists of three main
stages: (1) A crime is committed against the Church;
(2) a prophecy that the offender will die a threefold
death is pronounced; and (3) the prophecy is fulfilled
as the offender dies in the manner foretold. Death,
then, is seen as divine retribution for sins against God
and his Church. Like the aideda set in the pagan past,
death in these stories comes at the instigation of human
and cosmic forces as a result of the hero’s actions.
DaNn M. WILEY
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AIFE

In 1170, Aife, daughter of Diarmait Mac Murchada,
married Richard FitzGilbert de Clare, the Anglo-Norman
baron better known as Strongbow. Their union fulfilled

AILECH

one half of the promise made by Mac Murchada in
return for Strongbow’s help in regaining his lost king-
dom of Leinster. Strongbow’s succession to that king-
ship upon Mac Murchada’s death in 1171 fulfilled the
other half.

Strongbow’s succession has traditionally been seen
as running contrary to both Irish and English practice.
English law held that only in the absence of male heirs
could a man succeed in right of his wife, but Mac
Murchada had at least one son living in 1171. It has
been suggested, however, that Mac Murchada may have
regularized his marriage with Aife’s mother under
canon law, thereby rendering Aife his only legitimate
offspring alive at that time. In terms of Irish tradition,
it has been further suggested that a precedent of sorts
for Strongbow’s succession lay in the twelfth-century
phenomenon of imposing dynasts upon thrones to
which they had no ancestral claim. Marrying the daugh-
ter of one’s predecessor was, moreover, a common
characteristic of peaceful transfers in Irish dynastic
control.

Styling herself “Countess of Ireland,” Aife issued
charters concerning both her native Leinster and, fol-
lowing Strongbow’s death in 1176, her English dower
lands. The earl was initially succeeded by the cou-
ple’s son, Gilbert, who died in 1185 while still a
minor, leaving their daughter Isabella as sole heiress.
In 1189, history repeated itself when William Mar-
shal married Isabella, and succeeded to Leinster in
right of his wife.

ANNE CONNON
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AILECH

Ailech, or the Griandn of Ailech, was the caput, or
principal royal seat of the early medieval Northern Ui
Néill kings of Cenél nEogain, until they moved their
headquarters to Tulach Oc in the kingdom of Airgialla
at the beginning of the eleventh century. The place-
name Ailech was also used as the distinguishing
sobriquet of the Northern Ui Néill dynasty. Ailech is
popularly identified as a large multi-period fortification
situated on Greenan Mountain at the southern end of the
Inishowen Peninsula, County Donegal. However, Elagh,
which is an Anglicized form of “Ailech,” in nearby
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Aerial view of Grianan of Ailech, Co. Donegal. © Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin.

County Derry, could also have been the location of the
historic Northern Uf Néill capital. The chronicles note
the destruction of the Griandn of Ailech by the army
of Muirchertach Ua Briain, king of Munster, in 1101.
It was demolished in revenge for the destruction of the
Ui Briain stronghold at Cenn Corad (Kincora), Killaloe,
County Clare, which had been destroyed by Domnall
Mac Lochlainn of the Northern Uf Néill in 1088.
The reputed site of Ailech on Greenan Mountain
commands extensive views over Lough Foyle and
Lough Swilly, and its lofty location, combined with
the fact that it can be seen for a considerable distance,
suggests that it was as much to be viewed as to view
from. It consists of a triple-ramparted hillfort at the
center of which lies an early-medieval caiseal, or
stone fort. In addition, there are the vestiges of a
mound or tumulus of possible Neolithic or Bronze
Age date, the site of a ceremonial road approaching
the fortification, and a holy well. The three earthen
ramparts that enclose and predate the central caiseal
appear to constitute a hillfort of the Late Bronze Age
or Iron Age period. The caiseal was an early medieval
addition to the hillfort and its construction perhaps
signified the appropriation of Ailech as the headquar-
ters of the Northern Uf Néill in the sixth century. Its
present-day form is the result of significant rebuilding
undertaken in the 1870s by Dr. Bernard, the Bishop
of Derry. The caiseal is a very fine drystone structure
with an elegant external batter. It has an internal
diameter of circa 24 meters and rises internally in
three terraces, with each tier accessible by means of
inset staircases. The walls are about 4 meters thick
and rise to a height of 5 meters. An entrance passage-
way, which is roofed with stone lintels, leads from
the east into the interior. Additional stone passages
run into the fort from the south and the northeast.
Outside the caiseal, at a distance of 25 meters, one
meets with the inner rampart of the hillfort, which
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survives as a heather-clad earthen bank. A low cairn
of stones, possibly representing the mound or “tumu-
lus” that George Petrie noted on his plan of Ailech
(1835), is situated midway between the inner and
middle ramparts of the hillfort. Both of these ram-
parts survive as quite eroded features that follow the
contours of Greenan Mountain. A holy well dedicated
to St. Patrick lies on the south side between the mid-
dle and external banks of the hillfort. Parallel
breaches in the three ramparts of the hillfort, at the
east, and a corresponding entrance in the caiseal wall,
indicate the former presence of a ceremonial roadway
that was apparently lined by stone settings, leading
into the heart of the site. The road ran between two
upstanding ledges of rock as it approached the sum-
mit of Greenan Mountain. The appropriation of such
a multi-period site as a royal residence and as a place
of king-making would have been in keeping with the
typical exercise of royal authority and royal display
of power by early-medieval Gaelic ruling families.

Ailech is the subject of three dindshenchas poems
that account for the origin of the name, the deeds of
the legendary heroes associated with it, and the bless-
ing of the site by St. Patrick. According to the text
Vita Tripartita, compiled circa 900, Patrick went to
Ailech and blessed the fort, and left his flagstone
(lecc) there, and prophesied that kings and ordained
persons out of Ailech would have supremacy over
Ireland. The flagstone was subsequently called Lecc
Phitraic, and it was upon this that future kings of the
Northern Ui Néill were to be inaugurated at Griandn
of Ailech. A local tradition in Derry identifies Lecc
Phatraic with “St. Columb’s Stone,” a large flagstone
engraved with two shod footprints that lies in the
garden of Belmont House near the city of Derry. This
identification, however, cannot be supported.

The expansionist policy of the Northern Ui Néill saw
them encroaching on the territory of the Airgialla as early
as the tenth century. They specifically targeted Tulach
Oc in Airgialla, which was colonized between 900 and
1000 by the Cenél mBinnig, a branch of the Ailech
dynasty. By 1000 the ruling branch of the Cenél nE6gain
had established their royal headquarters at Tulach Oc.
They had apparently set their sights on the kingdom of
Airgialla as early as the ninth century. Their first success
came in 827 when Niall Caille defeated the combined
forces of Airgialla and Ulaid at the battle of Leth Cam.
In the aftermath of Leth Cam the chronicles for this
period reflect the hold that the Cenél nE6gain had over
Airgialla. The attraction of Tulach Oc for the kings
of Ailech lay in the probability that it was the tradi-
tional inauguration site of the kings of Airgialla. To gain
control of it would have struck at the very core and
source of the kingship of Airgialla. That Tulach Oc was
chosen as the preeminent inauguration place of Cenél



nEdgain in preference to Ailech or Armagh is evidence
enough of the political importance attached to it. The
first king of Ailech to be inaugurated there, and in a
ceremony presided over by an ecclesiastic, was possibly
Aed Ua Néill. He was installed as king of Cenél nEégain
by Muirecan, comarba of Patrick, “in the presence of
Patrick’s community,” while Muirecdn was in Tir E6gain
on visitation in 993.

EL1izaBETH FitzZPATRICK
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AIRBERTACH MAC COSSE (d. 1016)
Allowing that he held the offices of fer Iéigind (“man
of learning”; lector) and airchinnech (superior) of Ros
Ailithir (Roscarberry, County Cork), Airbertach mac
Cosse’s reputation as a scholar, among present-day
historians, rests mainly on four surviving works on the
basis of which he has been viewed as a Latinist, a
commentator on the Psalms, and a poet who utilized
geographical and biblical themes. Little is known of
his background. His genealogy is unknown, although
it seems reasonable to conclude that his origins lay in
Munster. He may have belonged to the minor popula-
tion group of Ui Dobrdin, which features among the
subject peoples of Dal Messin Corb—a Laigin
dynasty—and is associated with other lineages which
had mid-Munster connections. He joined the community
of Ros Ailithir, which included among its founding-
fathers Fachna of Corco Loigde and Colméan Ailithir
(the pilgrim). The reputation for Latin learning which
the foundation enjoyed is reflected in the Old Irish
Triads. During his time as fer léigind, in 990, the site
was attacked by a Hiberno-Scandinavian force (prob-
ably from Waterford), which carried him off as hostage.
He was ransomed on Inis Cathaig (Scattery Island,
County Clare) by the powerful Munster high king,
Brian Béruma (Boru). Subsequently, he became supe-
rior of his community. He died in 1016.

The four surviving works most widely associated
with Airbertach are found in the manuscript compi-
lation Rawlinson B 502, at the Bodleian Library,
Oxford, which, O Riain argues, is to be identified
with the Book of Glendalough. These include a com-
pound tract, written in 982, the principal concern of

AIRGIALLA

which is a study of the Psalms. One verse, seemingly
an interpolation, refers to Airbertach as having trans-
lated some of the subject matter from Latin to Irish.
There is also a lengthy poem, with a geographical
theme, based on the writings of Orosius and Isodore
of Seville, which is expressly ascribed to “in fer
Iéigind Mac Coise.” The two remaining poems, one
dealing with the kings of Judah and the other with a
battle in which the Israelites defeated the Midianites,
are assigned to Airbertach because they are found in
conjunction with the above-discussed compositions
in Rawlinson B 502. Although it is not unreasonable
to attribute these biblical poems to Airbertach, the
possibility remains that they were produced by one
of his students—or at least by another Ros Ailithir-
based scholar.

Another work which features in the same manu-
script compilation, the biblical opus known as “Saltair
na Rann,” may also, in the view of Gear6id MacEoin,
have been composed by Airbertach. Widely regarded
as one of the finest examples of Middle Irish verse,
this apparently unfinished epic has been dated to 988
on the basis of a chronological passage which, it
seems, formed part of the original poem. Various argu-
ments advanced by MacEoin on this matter, including
the suggestion that the poem’s incomplete state reflects
a suspension of Airbertach’s work following his cap-
ture by the Norsemen in 990, have drawn opposition
from James Carney and others.

AILBHE MACSHAMHRAIN
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AIRGIALLA

Airgialla, “those who give hostages,” was a collective
name for a group of peoples around the Sperrin Moun-
tains in the north of Ireland and in the midlands. They
consisted of nine main tribal groups: Ui Maic
Cairthinn, south of Lough Foyle; Ui Fiachrach of
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Ardstraw; Ui Thuirtri east of the Sperrins (collectively
known as Ui Maccu Ijais); the Fir Chraibe and the
Fir Li west of the Bann; the Airthir around Armagh;
the Ui Chremthainn in Fermanagh, parts of Tyrone
and Monaghan; the Ui Méith in Monaghan; and the
Mugdorna, who also stretched into Meath. Branches
of the Ui Moccu Uais were in Westmeath and Meath
also. It is possible that the Déisi around Tara were
Airgialla. Originally probably subject to the Ulaid
(Ulstermen) they were gradually, from the sixth cen-
tury onwards, brought under the control of the Ui
Néill, especially by the Cenél nEdgain who were
expanding from their homeland in Inishowen across
Lough Foyle and eastwards across Counties Derry and
Tyrone.

Following the defeat of the Ulaid in the battle of
Mag Roth (Moira, County Down) in 637 to 638, they
enjoyed a degree of independence from both their
former masters and the expanding Cenél nEdgain.
After the devastating defeat of the Ulaid at the battle
of Fochairt in 7395, the Cenél nE6gain dominated the
Airgiallan territories from the shores of Lough Foyle
to the coast of Louth. The Airgialla provided military
service for the Ui Néill and propaganda was produced
explaining their evolving relationship with them.
Defeated in the battle of Leth Cam beside Armagh
in 827, they became vassals of the Cenél nEdgain. It
is very likely that it was Airgiallan patronage that
helped Armagh rise to power during the seventh cen-
tury to become the chief church in Ireland. The
Airthir (“Easterners”) had control of the offices in the
church of Armagh. The Clann Sinaigh monopolized
the abbacy from 996 until the twelfth century. The Ui
Thuirtri migrated east of the Bann from 776 onwards
and lost their link with the Airgialla after 919. The
Airgiallan peoples in the midlands were absorbed by
the various branches of the Southern Ui Néill. As the
northern and southern branches of the Ui N¢ill drifted
apart, two kingdoms emerged as a wedge between
them. In Counties Leitrim and Cavan, the kingdom
of Ui Bridin Bréifne (later O’Rourkes) was formed.
Parallel with this kingdom to the north in Counties
Fermanagh and Monaghan and parts of Louth, a con-
solidated kingdom of Airgialla emerged, and partly
as a result of continuing pressure from the Cenél
nEdgain, who absorbed their northern borders, they
moved toward the southeast. By the eleventh century
the leading family was Ua Cerbaill (O’Carroll).
Donnchad Ua Cerbaill pushed the southern bound-
aries of this kingdom to the Boyne in the twelfth
century and had the seat of the diocese of Clogher
transferred to his power center in Louth. When the
Anglo-Normans conquered Louth, this area became
known as “English Oriel” and this portion of O’Car-
roll’s kingdom was transferred to the diocese of
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Armagh. The diocese of Clogher represents the medi-
eval kingdom of Airgialla.
CHARLES DOHERTY

References and Further Reading

Bhreathnach, E., et al. “The Airgialla Charter Poem.” In Tara:
Kingship and landscape, edited by Edel Bhreathnach. Dub-
lin: Royal Irish Academy, 2004.

Byrne, Francis John. Irish Kings and High Kings. London:
Batsford, 1973.

Charles-Edwards, T. M. Early Christian Ireland. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000.

O’Brien, Michael A., ed. Corpus genealogiarum Hiberniae.
Dublin: Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, 1962.

See also Ui Néill, Northern; Ui Néill, Southern;
Ulaid

AMLAIB CUARAN (fI. c. 940-981)

Amlaib Cuaran (()lafr Kvaran), the son of Sihtric Caech
(d. 927), belonged to the second generation of the Ui
[mair dynasty, which came to dominate the Hiberno-
Norse world in the course of the tenth century. His
father Sitriuc and uncle Ragnall had led the return of
the Vikings to Ireland in 917 and, after eliminating
rivals to Scandinavian leadership in the Irish sea world,
they turned their attention to native dynasties. Sitriuc’s
refoundation of Dublin was secured by his victory over
Niall Glindub, king of Tara, at Islandbridge in 919.
The following year, upon Ragnall’s death, Sitriuc suc-
ceeded as senior member of the dynasty and moved
his center of operations to Northumbria. It was there
that he died in 927. Sitriuc’s death led to the loss of
most of Northumbria to ZAthelstan of Wessex, although
his brother Gofraid (927-934) and nephew Amlaib
mac Gofraid (934-941) continued to contest control
with the West Saxons. Amlaib Cuaran, a child when
his father died, appears in the historical record as king
of Northumbria on the death of his cousin Amlaib mac
Gofraid in 941. Two other members of the dynasty,
“mac Ragnaill” and Blacaire mac Gofraid, the latter
based in Dublin, ruled the Irish dominions. Amlaib
was expelled from Northumbria by Edmund of Wessex
in 943, having first been forced to undergo baptism,
and his whereabouts were unknown for two years.

In 945, the Annals of Ulster record that “Blacaire
gave up Dublin and Amlaib succeeded him.” This
notice is immediately followed by one in which
Amlaib and Congalach Cnogba, the new king of
Tara, were engaged in military action against the
Northern Ui N¢ill dynast Ruaidri Ua Cananndin.
Because Blacaire and Congalach were implacably
hostile to one another, one can only suppose
Amlaib’s accommodation in Ireland was arranged
for him by the king of Tara. In 946 Amlaib plundered



Mide, but in 947 he and Congalach were defeated in
battle at Slane by Ua Cananndin. The following year,
948, Blacaire was back in Dublin, only to be slain
by Congalach, and Amlaib was back in Northumbria.
It seems likely that the defeat at Slane had convinced
the Dubliners that the alliance with Congalach was
a mistake and that Amlaib had been expelled for
promoting it.

Amlaib continued to rule in Northumbria until
952, when he was expelled by the populace. He then
disappeared for about a decade while Blacaire’s
nephew Gofraid ruled in Dublin. This Gofraid mac
Amlaib died in 963, and the following year Amlaib
Cuardn returned to the Irish stage with a raid on
Kildare. Amlaib seems to have maintained his alli-
ance with the family of Congalach, who had been
slain by Gofraid in 956. Curiously the woman who
succeeded as abbess of Kildare in 963, did not
belong, like her predecessors, to the Fothairt dynasty,
but was Congalach’s daughter Muirenn. This seems
more than coincidence. At this time Amlaib had his
own daughter, Ragnaillt, married to Domnall mac
Congalaig. Amlaib himself married Dunlaith, the sis-
ter of Domnall ua Néill, king of Tara, and widow of
Domnall mac Donnchada king of Mide (d. 952). At
some point between about 966 and 970, Amlaib mar-
ried Gormflaith daughter of Méel Moérda, king of the
Laigin, and his relations with Domnall ua Néill
soured. The king of Tara targeted the monasteries
that fell under Amlaib’s protection at Louth,
Dromiskin, Monasterboice, and Dunleer. In 976, he
also destroyed Skreen, the Columban church adjacent
to Tara, which seems to have been patronized by
Amlaib. In the same year Domnall mac Congalaig,
Amlaib’s son-in-law, died.

In 980, following the retirement into religion of
Domnall ua Néill, Amlaib fought a great battle at Tara
against his own stepson Mdel Sechnaill mac Domnaill,
king of Mide. It is possible that Amlaib was presenting
his own claim to the kingship of Ireland, but he was
defeated and Mdel Sechnaill took the kingship.
Amlaib, after four decades at the heart of Insular pol-
itics retired to Iona where he died in penance the
following year. One son, Ragnall, was killed in the
battle of Tara, but a number of others, including Glin
Tairn, Sitriuc, Aralt, Imar, and Dubgall, survived their
father and continued to play a significant role in Irish
history. Amlaib’s career marks the process of nativiza-
tion of the Vikings. His father’s generation were pagan
Scandinavians, but his own patronage of monasteries,
retirement to Iona, and the Gaelic names borne by
some of his children bear witness to the extent to which
the Hiberno-Norse were now as much Irishmen as
foreigners.

ALEX WOOLF

ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS
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ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS

Anglo-Irish relations were given constitutional expres-
sion when King Henry II of England (1154-1189)
came to Ireland in 1171 and took the formal submis-
sion of the Irish kings. Yet given the geographical
proximity of Britain and Ireland, it is certain there had
always been interactions between the peoples of the
two islands. Ireland was not absorbed by the Roman
Empire, despite the claim of the historian Tacitus that
the governor of Roman Britain from 77-83 c.E., Agri-
cola, contemplated an invasion. Contact with Roman
Britain took the form of raiding and trading. In the
early medieval period, Irish missionaries were influ-
ential in Britain, and political relations with Scotland
and Wales were intimate. Dating Ireland’s contact with
England is more problematic. Unlike Ireland, the peo-
ples that made up England were culturally diverse. The
English kingdom was a comparatively recent inven-
tion, the very word Engla-ind only appearing in the
late tenth century. Before a certain point, therefore, it
may be nonsensical to talk of “Anglo-Irish” relations.
For a brief period in the tenth century, the Viking kings
of Dublin were also kings of York. But although this
is evidence of contact, it is questionable whether it
should be dubbed “Anglo-Irish” relations.

On the other hand, it seems that the Viking fleets of
Ireland were coveted by the Anglo-Saxon kings, and
in the eleventh century Ireland’s contacts with England
come into focus. At the time of the Norman conquest
of England, the sons of Harold Godwinsson sought
refuge in Ireland from the Normans. It seems that the
Norman kings of England aspired to control Ireland.
According to his death notice in the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle, had William “the Conqueror” (1066—1087)
lived two more years, “he would have conquered Ire-
land by his prudence and without any weapons.”
Giraldus Cambrensis records that the conqueror’s son,
William II “Rufus” (1087-1100) gazed from the coast
of Wales towards Ireland and boasted that “For the
conquest of the land, I will gather all the ships of my
kingdom, and will make of them a bridge to cross over.”

The interest was not all from predatory English
kings. The archbishop of Canterbury, Lanfranc (d. 1089),
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claimed—partly on the basis of Bede’s Ecclesiastical
History—to be primate of all Britain, including Ireland.
This claim was given some foundation when the
bishop-elect of Dublin, Gille-Pétraic, went to him for
consecration in 1074. Moreover, Lanfranc professed to
be doing no more than following the practice of his
predecessors. The Irish link with Canterbury brought
with it relations with English monastic foundations
such as St. Albans and Winchester.

These ecclesiastical contacts were supplemented in
the eleventh and twelfth centuries by political connec-
tions. Ireland’s long association with Welsh politics,
including the fact that the founder of the Welsh ruling
dynasty of Gwynedd, Gruffudd ap Cynan (d. 1137),
was born in Dublin, inevitably brought it into contact
with the Normans occupying the Welsh march. The
king of Munster and high king, Muirchertach Ua Bri-
ain (d. 1119), had a Norman son-in-law in the lord of
Pembroke, Arnulf de Montgomery. And in 1165, the
year before Diarmait Mac Murchada was expelled
from Leinster and sought military aid from King Henry
I1, the native Welsh chronicle reported that a fleet from
Dublin (a town under Diarmait’s control) came to
Henry II’s aid in his abortive campaign against the
native Welsh.

England and the Lordship of Ireland

Ireland’s connection with England was, therefore, long
standing by the 1160s. But the Anglo-Norman inva-
sion, and more particularly the expedition of Henry II
of 1171-1172, brought England and Ireland into a
formal relationship that has present-day ramifications.
King Henry II became the “lord of Ireland” and the
land of Ireland became vested in the English crown.
There was large-scale peasant migration from England
to settle the new acquisition, and with the settlers came
English institutions, law, castles, and the introduction
of a manorial economy.

It is wrong to imagine that Henry II was forced into
this relationship with Ireland by the actions of Anglo-
Norman adventurers led by Strongbow. No less than
his predecessors, Henry II was happy to add Ireland
to his empire. It has been suggested that the notorious
papal privilege Laudabiliter (1155), which sanctioned
an invasion of Ireland, was sought by the archbishops
of Canterbury in order to regain primacy over the Irish
Church; but if so, the archbishops required royal sup-
port. Moreover, there is evidence that, as early as 1155,
Henry II was planning to make Ireland an appanage
for his brother William. The Anglo-Normans who trav-
elled to Ireland to aid Mac Murchada from 1167 did
so with the consent of King Henry II. If they briefly
believed they could act independently of the king of
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England, then Henry II's expedition of 1171-1172
stamped royal authority on Ireland.

One consequence of the invasion was that “Anglo-
Irish relations” came to mean the connections between
England and the English colonists in Ireland. The
Gaelic population was rapidly eliminated from the
equation. In the thirteenth century there were sparse
contacts, such as when the king of Connacht, Feidlim
Ua Conchobair (d. 1265), fought in the Welsh cam-
paign of King Henry III in 1245. But Gaelic contact
with the king of England was exceptional rather than
commonplace.

Ireland’s exact constitutional position in relation to
England was initially ambiguous, and various plans
were made for the lordship. In 1177 the lordship of
Ireland was granted to the king’s fourth son, John
(d. 1216), the future king of England. It may be that
Henry II intended that Ireland would descend as a king-
dom in the cadet line of the English royal house, though
probably remaining subject to the overlordship of the
king of England. A crown was sent by the pope to make
the Irish monarchy a reality, but the scheme was not put
into effect. When John became king of England in 1199,
Ireland once again became vested in the kingship of
England. The constitutional position of Ireland was clar-
ified in 1254. In that year King Henry III (1216-1272)
granted Ireland to his eldest son Edward, the future king.
However, Henry I1I stipulated that Ireland should never
be alienated from the English crown. He retained the
ultimate authority over Ireland for himself, and on
Edward’s succession in 1272 the two lands were once
again reunited. This remained the situation until King
Henry VIII adopted the title “King of Ireland” in 1541.

The key figure then in the relationship between
Ireland and England was the English king. He was
lord of Ireland and was required to protect his subjects
there. Yet he was most notable for his absence. Henry
IT and his son John both visited Ireland. But after
1210, despite some good intentions, the only medi-
eval king to visit the lordship personally was Richard
IT (1377-1399), who made two expeditions, in
1394-1395 and 1399. It is difficult to assess the
impact of this absenteeism. Exhortations to the king
to visit Ireland and remedy the colonists’ ills became
frequent from the fourteenth century. But it is unclear
what—short of an aspirational renewed conquest—
would have strengthened the lordship. There is a
strange tendency among Irish historians to favor
Kings John and Richard II, seemingly on the sole
basis that they crossed the Irish Sea. In fact their
expeditions were in many ways damaging and
patently unrealistic.

Neglect of Ireland stemmed from the king’s preoccu-
pation with other enterprises, in Britain and in continental
Europe. In the thirteenth century Ireland was exploited to



fund Edward I’'s campaigns against Wales and Scotland.
From the fourteenth century, however, amid the hardship
provoked by the Bruce invasion, the Black Death and the
Gaelic revival, Ireland ceased to be profitable. It was
hoped that the expedition of Lionel of Clarence in the
1360s would rejuvenate the colony so that it could con-
tribute to England’s continental campaigns. This naive
policy climaxed with Richard II's expeditions of the
1390s. It foundered when Richard II lost his crown to
Henry Bolingbroke while in Ireland in 1399.

The later medieval period is complicated by the
growth of a “middle nation” among the colonists in
Ireland, sometimes called the “Anglo-Irish” by histo-
rians. This group referred to themselves as English and
always insisted that they were loyal to the king. Yet
their growing awareness of a discrete identity from
England arguably altered the constitutional position of
Ireland. The Irish parliament of 1460 declared that “the
land of Ireland is, and at all times has been, corporate
of itself . . . freed from any special burden of the law
of the realm of England.” It is still debated whether
this declaration had any historical foundation. But, in
a sense, that is irrelevant. The important point is that
the voice of the Irish colony—the parliament—
declared that Ireland was separate, not from the king,
but from the kingdom of England.

The growing alienation of Ireland from England had
become dangerous by the end of the medieval period,
particularly after the Tudor dynasty won the crown in
1485. In 1487, in an act of extraordinary defiance, a
boy called Lambert Simnel was crowned as King
Edward VI at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin. In
1494, a second pretender called Perkin Warbeck found
support in Ireland. Yet more insidious were the con-
spiracies of Anglo-Irish lords and England’s international
enemies. Ireland was becoming a strategic liability. This
fear that Ireland could be used as a “backdoor” into
England—a fear that was realized several times in the
modern era—came to be the predominant factor in
English policy towards Ireland.

The administration of Henry VIII (1509-1544) rec-
ognized that the Irish problem had to be addressed.
One response to the Kildare rebellion of 1534-1535
was the decision to change the constitutional position of
the king. In 1541, King Henry VIII adopted the title
“King of Ireland,” rather than merely “lord,” in an attempt
to make the entire population amenable to English law
and customs. The lordship of Ireland had at last become
a kingdom. Ultimately the policy of accommodation fal-
tered, and it became apparent to English administrators
that the only solution was a renewed conquest and plan-
tation of the country. The legacy of this policy is the
embitterment that has characterized so much of Anglo-
Irish relations into modern times.
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ANGLO-NORMAN INVASION

The commencement of the so-called Anglo-Norman
invasion of Ireland is dated conventionally to 1169,
although the first overseas mercenaries in fact arrived
in the autumn of 1167 in the company of Diarmait
Mac Murchada, the king of Leinster, who had been
forced into exile in 1166 and had sought military
assistance from Henry II, king of England, to recover
his kingdom. The date 1169 derives from the near-
contemporary account, the Expugnatio Hibernica
(The Taking of Ireland), completed around 1189 by
Gerald of Wales (Giraldus Cambrensis), an apologist
for Anglo-Norman intervention who consistently
exaggerated the role of his own relatives in that
enterprise, the first of whom, his maternal uncle,
Robert FitzStephen, arrived in May 1169. Although
the term Anglo-Norman to describe the incomers
enjoys wide currency, there is no scholarly consensus
on its use; Norman, Cambro-Norman, and Anglo-
French have also been used. All are anachronistic:
Contemporary sources of both Irish and English
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provenance consistently described the incomers as
Saxain, i.e., English. The earliest were adventurers
from the South Wales area and of mixed ethnic
background: hence the terms Cambro-Norman, and
sometimes also Flemish, the latter referring more
specifically to those drawn from the Rhos peninsula,
where the English king, Henry I (1100-1135), had
established a Flemish colony. A more identifiably
English influx was already apparent by August 1170
when Richard FitzGilbert, lord of Strigoil, popularly
known as Strongbow, arrived in Ireland. Although
he was a landholder in South Wales, he also had
extensive lands in England from where he drew some
of his followers, whom he was to install as his ten-
ants in Leinster following the death of Diarmait Mac
Murchada in the spring of 1171. The English ele-
ment was further reinforced by the personal inter-
vention in Ireland in 1171 of Henry II. The use of
the term “invasion” might also be debated, since the
earliest incomers arrived as mercenaries in the
employ of Diarmait Mac Murchada and invariably
fought alongside Irish forces until Diarmait’s death
in 1171.

The major military expedition led by Henry II to
Ireland in October 1171 marked a significant new
phase in the English advance. Henry remained in
Ireland for a six-month period, during which time
he obliged Strongbow to acknowledge him as his
overlord for Leinster. Henry also made a speculative
grant of the kingdom of Meath to Hugh de Lacy,
who had extensive landed interests in England, the
Welsh borders, and Normandy. Moreover, Henry
decided that the Irish port towns should be appro-
priated for his own use. He issued a charter granting
the city of Dublin to his men of Bristol, which not
only confirmed the established trading links between
the two cities, but was also an early indication that
he was ready to exploit the economic resources of
the Hiberno-Norse east-coast towns. During his stay,
Henry did not travel beyond Leinster nor deploy his
army against Irish forces. A substantial number of
Irish kings voluntarily offered their personal submis-
sion to him, while the Irish episcopate was also
prepared to endorse his intervention in the expecta-
tion that greater political stability would be achieved
and the bitter disputes that had characterized the
pursuit of the office of high king during the twelfth
century might be brought to an end.

As a consequence of Henry’s personal intervention,
a link between a part of Ireland and the English crown
was inaugurated, the constitutional repercussions of
which are still resonating. In 1175 the Treaty of Wind-
sor was negotiated between Henry and Ruaidri Ua
Conchobair, king of Connacht, and claimant of the
high kingship of Ireland. This divided Ireland into two
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spheres of influence, one under Henry, the other under
Ruaidri, with the latter acknowledging Henry as his
overlord. The boundaries delimited by the treaty
proved unstable, however, with individual English
adventurers rapidly expanding beyond them, a notable
instance being the intrusion into Ulaid (Ulster) in 1177
of the soldier of fortune, John de Courcy. In May 1177,
Henry II modified the arrangements of the Treaty of
Windsor by designating his youngest son, John, as lord
of Ireland, with the intention that when he came of age
he should personally assume control of the English
colonists in Ireland. The king also made an additional
series of speculative grants to actual and potential col-
onists in Munster. In 1185 John went to assume the
lordship of Ireland in person, but retreated after a nine-
month period, having failed to assert control over the
English settlers there, and having suffered a series of
military defeats at the hands of Irish kings. Nonethe-
less, John had made a further series of speculative
grants to English members of his entourage, the most
notable of whom was Theobald Walter, ancestor of the
Butler earls of Ormond.

In 1199, all his brothers having died, John became
king of England, an event that could not have been
foreseen by Henry, and this was to forge a more
direct administrative link between the English crown
and the English-held areas of Ireland. Until 1204,
John’s lordship in Ireland was but one among an
assemblage of diverse territories that stretched from
the Anglo-Scottish border to the Pyrenees, each of
which had its own customs and laws. However, King
John’s 1204 loss of the duchy of Normandy to Philip
Augustus, king of France, altered the English crown’s
relations with Ireland. English-held Ireland may be
said to have been transformed more directly into a
colony. A mark of that relationship was that many
of the institutions for the governance of England and
English laws were transferred to Ireland, although
these were to be applied only to English-controlled
areas.

King John was said to have taken the laws of
England with him on his second expedition to Ireland
in 1210 during which he sought and largely suc-
ceeded in asserting control over his English subjects
in Ireland, though much of his success was to be
compromised subsequently by the baronial wars in
England that culminated in the procural of Magna
Carta from the king, to be followed by the eleven-
year minority of his son Henry III. The loss of a
substantial portion of its continental lands altered the
character of the English crown’s interest in Ireland.
The English lordship of Ireland came to be seen as
an annex of an England-centered sphere, while the
English settlers in Ireland, the most noteworthy of
whom still retained lands in England, sought to



remain within the political orbit of the English royal
court. In the early decades, a fairly rapid superimpo-
sition of English political overlordship had been
established in the southeast, central, and northeast of
Ireland which demarcated a zone of Anglicization,
the visible impact of which is still evidenced on the
landscape by the surviving mottes and baileys and
stone castles that were erected.

A slower transformation followed of the social,
economic, and ethnic landscape of significant parts
of the country and the creation of communities that
remained self-consciously English. English settle-
ment was concentrated in the physically better-
endowed lands of the south and east as well as in
the port towns. Invasion and colonization are differ-
ent if often sequential processes. Invasion typically
involves the establishment of lordly or royal control
and the imposition of a new aristocracy. Certainly,
a new French-speaking aristocracy was installed in
Ireland, the more important of whom continued to
hold lands on both sides of the Irish Sea. Colonization
involves settlement of the land and dispossession of
the previous occupiers. Claims for a substantial
peasant migration in the train of the new aristocracy
have frequently been made, though it remains
largely undocumented and impressionistic, and the
numbers and density of actual settlers are very dif-
ficult to estimate. The establishment of so-called
rural boroughs as a spur to colonization, where some
of the tenants of a private lord were granted the
privilege of holding their plots by the preferential
legal and economic status of burgage tenure sug-
gests that, in reality, there were difficulties in
attracting settlers to Ireland. Even in the densest
areas of English settlement, there were natural
impediments to the process of colonization in the
mountainous terrain, woodlands and bogland, and
the Irish population survived on these less fertile
lands retaining its essentially Gaelic character and
remaining as pockets of colonial weakness. It
proved difficult to maintain or give permanent effect
to the colonizing impetus.

The high-point of English colonial initiative had
been reached by the mid-thirteenth century, after
which a combination of unfavorable political and eco-
nomic circumstances ensured the so-called Gaelic
revival. A steady colonial retreat occurred even in core
regions such as the Wexford area, where the first set-
tlers had established themselves, and where the town
was exhibiting signs of urban decline already by the
end of the thirteenth century. A critical turning-point
in a process of de-colonization and loss of English
governmental control was reached with the outbreak
of plague in 1348. A distinctive “Anglo-Irish” political
identity emerged out of the peculiar strains of perennial
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insecurity experienced by the colonial ruling elite in
Ireland, coupled with a sense of its neglect, disregard
and misunderstanding by the English crown, while
culturally it formed an intermediate grouping charac-
terized by varying degrees of Gaelicization or assim-
ilation. Tensions between the English born in Ireland
and the English of England who were sent recurrently
as administrators remained constant. An English inva-
sion there may have been in the twelfth century, but a
conquest of Ireland was never achieved. In reality, the
greater part of Ireland did not experience thoroughgo-
ing Anglicization, and on the eve of the Tudor planta-
tions English governmental control had shrunk to the
defensive area known as the Pale, the colonial hinter-
land of Dublin.
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Despite geographical proximity and periods of close
cultural ties, evidence of such influence on Irish liter-
ature is surprisingly scarce. Several reasons for this
can be suggested at least for the seventh and early
eighth centuries. During that period the Anglo-Saxons
were much more likely to have been the recipients than
the donors of influence. Ireland sent Christian mission-
aries to England in the seventh century who introduced
Latin literacy and Irish script, while also providing
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hospitality for considerable numbers of Anglo-Saxon
students who came to study in its schools of higher
learning. Moreover, Anglo-Saxon literature in the ver-
nacular was unlikely to have had much influence on
its Irish counterpart, not only because of the language
barrier but also because the English literary tradition
was not well established until a full century after that
of Ireland. An exception may be King Aldfrith of
Northumbria (685-705), known as Flann Fina in Irish,
to whom Irish literary tradition dubiously attributed
several gnomic works in Irish.

The available evidence suggests that Anglo-Saxon
literary influence—such as it was—was exercised
through the medium of ecclesiastical Latin, a culture
which both areas shared as part of their common Chris-
tian heritage. Verifiable instances of that influence are
the Latin works of Anglo-Saxon England’s greatest
scholar, the Venerable Bede (d. 735). His commentar-
ies on biblical exegesis, metrics, and computistics
seem to have been known and studied in Ireland by
the second half of the eighth century. Two manuscripts
written by Irish scribes contain between them three of
Bede’s computistical works, De rerum natura, De tem-
poribus, and De temporum ratione. Although copied
in the first half of the ninth century and on the Conti-
nent, these manuscripts contain glosses which from
their language (Old Irish) and phonology suggest that
Bede was being studied in the Irish schools by the
second half of the eighth century. Further evidence of
Bede’s influence on the Irish schools as a biblical
scholar is found in the “Old-Irish Treatise on the
Psalter,” a commentary composed in Irish in the first
half of the ninth century which attributes to him a
comment on Psalm 1. Although no such work on the
Psalms has been verified for Bede, the appeal to his
authority and the use of the Irish form of his name
(Béid) testifies to his high status in Ireland. Moreover,
Bede’s most famous work, the Ecclesiastical History
of the English People, which was partially translated
into Irish in the early tenth century, left its mark on
medieval Irish annals and historiography.

Other influences can be traced to Anglo-Saxon
England’s continuing contacts throughout most of the
eighth century with the Gaelic monastery of Iona, the
center from which the Irish mission to Northumbria had
been directed. The so-called Penitential of Theodore,
composed in southern England in the late seventh cen-
tury, is cited as an authority in the Collectio canonum
Hibernesis, a collection of Irish ecclesiastical legislation
co-authored in the early eighth century by Cid Chuimne
of Tona. Likewise, the presence of a stratum of Anglo-
Saxon saints in the early Irish martyrologies probably
derived from a Northumbrian martyrology which passed
to Iona and thence to Ireland during the eighth century.
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ANNALS AND CHRONICLES

The Irish Chronicles, kept in Ireland throughout the
medieval period, are a major source for Irish society
and politics. They are largely annalistic in form, being
divided into years, called “annals,” rather than having
other time-periods, such as reigns, as the main struc-
tural principle. They record the deaths of notable eccle-
siastical and lay figures, battles, military campaigns,
droughts, plagues, and unusual events, such as eclipses
and miracles, but they very rarely provide evidence for
life among the lower grades of society.

The style of the Irish chronicles is generally terse
and factual, generally lacking the long descriptions,
detailed accounts, statements of sympathy, animosity,
or references to causation that are found in many chron-
icles from the rest of Europe. Initially predominantly
written in Latin, but increasingly in Irish from the ninth
century onwards, the vocabulary and syntax of the Irish
chronicles is very formulaic and repetitive, producing
a highly artificial chronicle style shared by scholars in
a number of different centers. However, in the twelfth
century, the chronicles do start to become more verbose
to some extent, although the lack of a narrative thread
between events continues to be an important feature.
At roughly the same time Irish chronicles were adapted
in texts such as the Fragmentary Annals of Ireland
(probably compiled in the eleventh century for Osraige
dynasts) and Cogad Gdedel re Gallaib (from the early
twelfth century, portraying Munster as the savior of
Ireland from the Scandinavians) to form non-annalistic
narrative chronicles with clearer political messages.

It is quite likely that the chronicles’ origins were in
the practice of noting down events in the margins of
Easter tables, although earlier continental chronicles



may also have been influential. When such notes were
subsequently copied without the Easter tables, “K” or
“Kl,” the same abbreviations for “Kalends (first) of
January” used in Easter tables, were also employed in
the chronicles to mark the beginning of each annal.
The reasons for the subsequent maintenance of the
chronicles afterwards are unclear, largely because the
chroniclers themselves rarely give any indication of
their motives. While a general interest in the past,
common to all societies, is likely, the ordering of time
according to Christian principles could also have been
a factor, as Daniel McCarthy has recently shown in his
studies of the Christian dating methods (such as A.D.
dating) in the Irish chronicles. The high number of
deaths recorded in the chronicles perhaps were
designed to emphasize the transience of the earthly
life. Political bias, mainly manifested through the
selective inclusion and exclusion of certain events,
could be another reason. Overall, it is likely that a
combination of motivations were important, depending
on the interests of the individual chronicler.

The Development of the Irish Chronicles
before 1200

Attempts to reconstruct the development of the Irish
chronicles have been complicated both by the tendency
of the chroniclers to combine and rewrite chronicles,
making it difficult to identify constituent sources, and
by the lateness of the surviving manuscripts: They date
from the late eleventh to the seventeenth century, usu-
ally centuries after the events they describe. Modern
scholars have adopted varying methods for the identi-
fication of chronicle sources, using the frequency of
references to particular places, local details, or the
chronology of the chronicles to locate sources, pro-
ducing different results. It is generally accepted that
most of the Irish chronicles share a common source
before c.E. 911 known as the “Chronicle of Ireland,”
but there is disagreement about whether events only
recorded in one source were also part of this text or
were derived from chronicles kept before c.E. 911.

It is likely that contemporary records of events found
in the Chronicle of Ireland were kept as early as the
late-sixth century for Scottish and Irish events, although
the record is likely to have been subsequently altered
to promote the powerful Ui Néill dynasty and St.
Patrick. From about 660 to 740, it is clear that a
chronicle was kept at Iona off the west coast of Scotland;
this may have been the source for much of the Irish,
as well as Scottish, chronicle records for this period.
After 740, the Scottish element is greatly reduced,
so it is unlikely that Iona continued to be a major
source. From 740 to 911, constituent chronicles of the
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Chronicle of Ireland have been proposed for Armagh,
Clonard in the midlands, and the area to the north
of the river Liffey (called “Brega” and “Conaille” at
the time). These views have been based on the inter-
est the chronicles display in events in Armagh and the
east midlands, although many events further to the west
around the Shannon and Brosna rivers are also
recorded. It is during the period from 731 to 911 that
a number of non-Irish sources, including a “Book of
Pontiffs” (from Rome), the “Chronicle of Marcellinus”
(from sixth-century Constantinople), and early eighth-
century works by the northern English monk Bede,
were used by the Irish chroniclers to add Imperial and
Papal events to the section from c.E. 431 to 720.

After c.E. 911, the Chronicle of Ireland was contin-
ued independently at different centers (although the
Irishman Marianus Scottus also finished an unrelated
chronicle in 1076 at a monastery in Mainz in Germany).
The Annals of Ulster, found in a late-fifteenth-century
manuscript, contains a continuation of the Chronicle
of Ireland kept in Brega, Conaille or Armagh, but from
the late tenth century it is clearly an “Armagh Chronicle,”
and from 1189 to the 1220s, this text was continued
at Derry. The section from 1014 to the 1220s is also
found in the Annals of Loch Cé, which survives in a
sixteenth-century manuscript.

The other main continuation of the Chronicle of
Ireland is found in a number of manuscripts called the
“Clonmacnoise group,” the main representatives of
which are the fourteenth-century Annals of Tigernach
(with a text which ends at 1178) and the seventeenth-
century Chronicum Scotorum (which ends at 1150),
but it is also found in the less-substantial Cottonian
Annals, the Annals of Roscrea, the Annals of Clon-
macnoise, and the Annals of the Four Masters. The
high degree of interest in both the affairs of Clonmac-
noise, and Brega to the east, in the decades immedi-
ately following c.e. 911 could be explained by the
close links between the monasteries of Clonmacnoise
and Clonard. However, the large number of detailed
Clonmacnoise entries indicates that at least by the late
eleventh century, if not before, the text had become a
“Clonmacnoise Chronicle,” with Clonmacnoise events
from as early as perhaps the eighth century added to
the Chronicle of Ireland.

At some point between c.E. 911 and about 1060, the
version of the Chronicle of Ireland in this Clonmacnoise-
group text was radically altered, by the addition of
more material from Bede’s Chronica Maiora, and from
lists of kings of Ireland and Irish provinces. These
sources were also added to a possibly preexisting
section (called the “Irish World Chronicle”) which
covered the period from Creation to the coming of
Palladius in c.e. 431. Combined with events from the
Irish Invasion Myth, this not only made the chronicle

21



ANNALS AND CHRONICLES

more international in content, but also projected back
concepts such as the “kingship of Ireland” and the
provincial kingships into the prehistoric past, to pro-
vide a coherent account of Irish history.

The Annals of Inisfallen are found in the earliest
Irish chronicle manuscript, produced in 1092 or shortly
after in Munster. The text written then, which is closely
related to that used by the compiler of Cogad Gdedel
re Gallaib, was a compilation of a Munster chronicle
source and at least one other chronicle, including a
Clonmacnoise-group text. At some stage many entries
were omitted, abbreviated, and rewritten, turning it into
a Munster-orientated chronicle. After 1092, the chronicle
was maintained by a number of scribes, as can be seen
from the manuscript, probably in Munster at Lismore
from 1092 to 1130, and at Inisfallen in the next surviv-
ing section from 1159 onwards (with gaps). Another
chronicle, Mac Céarthaigh’s Book, is closely related to
the Annals of Inisfallen from the twelfth to fourteenth
centuries, but it also contains material from South
Ulster or Oriel and Giraldus Cambrensis’s account of
the Anglo-Norman invasion.

The Development of the Irish Chronicles
after 1200

In the late medieval period the Irish chronicles con-
tinue to have complex interrelationships; often, differ-
ent sections of the same manuscript were originally
unrelated to each other, rather than being continua-
tions of the same text. In the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, a chronicle from northern Connacht forms
the basis for a number of sets of annals, including the
seventeenth-century Annals of Clonmacnoise, the
Annals of Ulster, and the fifteenth-century Miscella-
neous Annals from 1237-1249 and 1302-1314. The
section of the Annals of Loch Cé from the early thir-
teenth century to 1316, and the fifteenth-century
Annals of Connacht both contain the north Connacht
chronicle, which had been altered by the learned Ua
Maielchonaire family in the fifteenth century and the
Ua Duibgeanndin historical family in the late fifteenth
century or sixteenth century.

The common source of the Annals of Loch C¢é and
the Annals of Connacht also contains material from
1180 to about 1260 that, if not actually based on the
Cottonian Annals, was derived from a text closely related
to it. The Cottonian Annals, surviving in a thirteenth-
century manuscript, contain an abbreviated version of
the pre-Palladian Irish World Chronicle, the Chronicle
of Ireland, and annals up to 1228 written at the Cistercian
monastery of Boyle in northern Connacht. It was then
continued to 1257, perhaps at the Premonstratensian
monastery of Holy Trinity at Loch Cé.
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In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries another
common source was used in the Annals of Ulster, the
Annals of Connacht before 1428, and the section of
the Annals of Loch Cé from 1413 to 1461. This source
seems to have concentrated on northern Connacht and
south Ulster, to be continued by the Mac Magnuis
family at Clogher in the late fifteenth century and
incorporated into the earliest manuscript of the Annals
of Ulster, produced under the direction of Cathal Mac
Magnuis in the late fifteenth century.

In the later Middle Ages there were also a number
of annalistic chronicles more concerned with events in
England and the Continent, which were written in Latin
rather than in a mixture of Latin and Gaelic, often
linked to the new Continental religious orders, and kept
in English-controlled areas after 1169. The basis for
most of these texts was a chronicle probably brought
over from Winchcombe in England in the late eleventh
century by Benedictine monks and maintained subse-
quently in Dublin at Christ Church. This chronicle was
combined in the early thirteenth century at the Cistercian
monastery of St. Mary’s in Dublin with Irish Cistercian
material, Giraldus Cambrensis’s works, and English
histories. It was a major source for the Annals of
Multyfarnham, compiled in the late thirteenth century
by the Franciscan friar Stephen Dexter; the Annals of
Christ Church, produced in the early fourteenth cen-
tury; and Penbridge’s Annals, which also constitute a
separate source from 1291 to 1370. The Fransiscan friar
John Clyn, another continuator of this common source,
produced a text at Kilkenny whose draft version was
probably used by the Dublin friars who wrote the inap-
propriately named “Kilkenny Annals” at the same time
in the early fourteenth century.

Use of the Irish Chronicles
in Modern Scholarship

The Irish chronicles have been used by modern schol-
ars as a prime source for accounts of the political and
ecclesiastical centers in Ireland, mainly through turn-
ing the brief statements in the chronicles into historical
narratives. Another approach has been to count the
frequencies of certain types of entries, such as Viking
raids and death-notices of types of ecclesiastics, to see
trends. The degree to which such evidence reflected
reality is debatable, depending on a detailed under-
standing of the chronicles themselves. However, many
significant factors, such as the interests of the chroni-
clers, the contexts of the chronicles’ composition, and
how the texts were altered in later periods, still require
further research, before the usefulness of the chronicles
can be determined.

NicHoLAs Evans
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ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS

The title given to the chief historical work of a small
team of scribes and historians under the leadership of
the Franciscan friar Michedl (Tadhg) O Cléirigh, these
annals were compiled in two stages between 1632 and
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1636 in the “place of refuge” of the Donegal Franciscan
community at Bundrowse on the Donegal/Leitrim bor-
der. Known to its compilers and patron as Anndla
Rioghachta Eireann (The Annals of the Kingdom of
Ireland), its more popular (if inaccurate) title The
Annals of the Four Masters first appears in 1645 in the
introduction to the Acta Sanctorum Hiberniae (Deeds
of the Saints of Ireland) of the Franciscan hagiologist
John Colgan, who adapted the phrase from a thirteenth-
century commentary on the Franciscan rule. The
Annals form part of the remarkable historical, doctrinal,
catechetical, and hagiographical publishing program
undertaken by the exiled Irish Franciscan community
in Louvain (Belgium) in the first half of the seven-
teenth century. From their arrival in Louvain in 1607,
the friars labored to produce Irish language material
for their missionary work in Ireland and Scotland and
for circulation among exiled Irish Catholics on the
continent. In 1614, they acquired their own printing
press and in 1617 moved to their permanent site at St.
Anthony’s College. Important publications included
Bonaventure (Giolla Brighde) O hEoghasa’s An Tea-
gasg Criosdaidhe (Antwerp 1611, Louvain 1614), the
first catechism to be printed in Irish; Flaithri O Mao-
ilchonaire’s translation of a Catalan devotional text
Desiderius (1616); and Aodh Mac Aingil’s Sgdthdn
Shacramuinte na hAithridhe (Mirror of the Sacrament
of Penance, 1618).

Like many of the friars involved in this program of
scholarship, Michedl Ua Cléirigh was a member of a
hereditary learned family who had traditionally been
professors of history to the O Domhnaill (Ua Domnaill)
lords of Tir Conaill. Born circa 1590 and baptized
Tadhg, he appears to have followed a military career in
the Spanish Netherlands before joining the friars in 1623
in Louvain, where he was received as a lay brother and
given the religious name Michedl. His older brother
Bernardine (Maolchonaire) had already joined the
order. Friar Michedl’s skill as a scribe and historian
was soon recognized, and in 1626 he was sent back to
Ireland by the guardian of St. Anthony’s, Hugh Ward,
to gather whatever he could of the surviving ecclesi-
astical, political, and hagiographical material with a
view to its publication. He spent eleven years traveling
from his base in Donegal to various religious houses
and lay schools throughout the country, transcribing
saints’ lives and martyrologies, compiling genealogies
of the saints and kings of Ireland, and producing a new
redaction of the Lebor Gabdla (The Book of Inva-
sions), which was the standard account of the early
history of Ireland. To assist him, 0O Cléirigh assembled
a small team of scribes from among his own kinsmen
and members of other traditional learned families. His
chief assistants were Fearfeasa O Maoilchonaire,
Ciichoigcriche O Duibhgeanndin, and Ciichoigeriche

23



ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS

O Cléirigh, while Conaire O Cleirigh and Muiris O
Maoilchonaire worked with him for shorter periods.

The Annals of the Four Masters represent a compi-
lation or conflation of earlier annals and other histor-
ical sources. While a number of the sources listed by
O Cléirigh in a preface to the Annals still survive,
others have been lost, making the Four Masters the
sole authority for much of the material they contain,
particularly after 1500. As this source material came
from a variety of scholarly traditions using different
dating systems, the work of compilation and editing
proved a major difficulty, and the chronology of the
Four Masters is defective for large sections of the
work. The content is also heavily weighted in favor of
entries relating to the North of Ireland and to Connacht
as the compilers do not seem to have been aware of
the principal Munster source, the Annals of Inisfallen,
or of any of the Anglo-Irish chronicles, including those
compiled by fellow Franciscans.

Though steeped in the conventions of traditional
Irish historiography, the Annals of the Four Masters
differ significantly in scope and tone from earlier
works. Earlier works represented the concerns of a
particular monastic community or learned family while
in theory, if not always in practice, the Four Masters
concerned themselves with the whole of Ireland.

Bernadette Cunningham has demonstrated the
extent to which the compilers were influenced by the
ideals of Counter-Reformation Catholicism emanating
from Louvain. Priority in each entry was given to
ecclesiastical events of that year, such as the deaths of
bishops or abbots. Details in earlier sources considered
unedifying in a Counter-Reformation context are
silently edited and events like the dissolution of the
monasteries, or the destruction of the relics in the
1530s, which earlier annals saw as part of military
campaigns, are presented by the Four Masters as the
action of heretics. This confessional and controversial
emphasis in their work did not however prevent the
Franciscan scholars of Louvain and Rome from
exchanging sources and information with Anglican
antiquarians like Archbishop James Ussher of Armagh
and Sir James Ware.

Two complete sets of the annals, each consisting of
three volumes, were produced. One set was presented
to Fearghal O Gadhra of Coolavin, who had sponsored
the project, and the second set was to be forwarded to
Louvain for publication, but only two volumes were
sent, one of which has now disappeared. The five sur-
viving volumes of the six originally produced are now
housed in the libraries of Trinity College Dublin, The
Royal Irish Academy, and University College, Dublin.
The edition and translation of the Annals published by
John O’Donovan and Eugene O’Curry in six volumes
between 1848 and 1851, though not a critical one, is

24

remarkable for O’Donovan’s extensive scholarly appa-
ratus and remains the most accessible and useful edition
of the text.

CoLMAN N. O CLABAIGH
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ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeology is the study of the past through the
medium of the physical remains of human activity,
using three categories of evidence: sites, artifacts, and
human effects on the natural environment. Often asso-
ciated largely with the study of prehistoric societies,
it has made a real contribution to the study of medieval
Ireland. The strengths of archaeology lie in its inde-
pendence from written documents, which emanate
from particular groups in past society and reflect their
interests, and on its study of long-term processes rather
than events. In contrast to prehistoric archaeology,
medieval archaeology is underpinned by working
within a documented period, notably with fewer chro-
nological problems and greater identification of past
individuals and groups. The main handicap suffered is
the destruction of evidence, both in the past and
through modern development of land.

The study of medieval archaeology in Ireland has
not been a story of even progress. In the years around
1900, and before, Irish scholars took their place with
those of Britain and western Europe. Their study was
based on above-ground sites and buildings; much of
the work was aimed at establishing dates of such mon-
uments as round towers, relating them to the Church
of the 10th century and later, rather than exaggerated
claims of antiquity. A major figure was Goddard
Orpen, who showed that mottes were indeed early



earthwork castles and not prehistoric sites. In the new
Republic, archaeology was strongly supported but the
nationalistic climate encouraged archaeologists to con-
centrate on the early-medieval (or “Early Christian”
period; the name is in itself significant) sites but
neglect the later part. The emphasis was on art histor-
ical analysis of artifacts rather than on excavation or
sites in general; excavation techniques of the period
were unable to examine timber structures, and the
resources to undertake or analyze widespread field
survey were lacking. In Northern Ireland, real achieve-
ments in research, excavation, and control came after
1950, with the establishment of the Archaeological
Survey and the intensive study of County Down. Since
the 1960s, there have been advances in the study on a
number of fronts. Laboratory techniques have been
systematically deployed, relating to chronology (radio-
carbon or, most dramatically, tree-ring dating); the
environment (pollen or animal and human bone stud-
ies); statistical tests for the analysis of site distribu-
tions; and analytic techniques of materials used in
artifacts. Research now combines evidence from sites
and artifacts, or field survey and excavation, while the
involvement of the state in the salvaging of sites threat-
ened by destruction through development has had a
major impact on the volume of evidence recovered and
potentially available for study.

The contribution, actual and potential, of archae-
ology to the study of medieval Ireland shows suc-
cesses and weaknesses. The earliest medieval period,
between the fifth and eighth centuries, is marked by
an explosion in the volume of evidence, compared
with the time before or, indeed, elsewhere in western
Europe. Sites of the period survive in the thousands:
secular ringforts and crannogs; Christian monaster-
ies and lesser churches. The artifacts from the time
include some of the most famous craft objects from
Ireland: the Tara brooch, the Book of Kells, High
Crosses, and the Ardagh chalice. They are clearly
the product of wealth (a manuscript will need many
calves to die for its parchment) and indicate that
Ireland, especially through the Church, was closely
in touch with Britain and Europe. The wealth aligns
with the evidence of a rural environment with few
trees and heavily managed by man for a farming
economy based on agriculture and dairying. The
archaeology focuses attention on the revolution
which occurred to start the period’s expansion and
also the detailed management of land. All the sites
relate to a hierarchy, such as is described in the
documentary sources, but we do not know their exact
relationship, nor do we understand the reasons
behind the variations in the geographical distribu-
tions: why Leinster has few sites of any sort, why
crannogs should be found mainly in the Midlands,
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or why ringfort densities can very widely across
small distances.

To the political historian, the Vikings were military
attackers in Ireland of the ninth and tenth centuries. In
archaeology, however, they are much more associated
with the foundation of major market towns, notably
Dublin. Here was an organized urban site from the tenth
century, very similar to York in its streets and economy
based on crafts and trade; the major difference lies only
in the material for the houses. The archaeologist can
point to the survival of church sites near areas of Viking
dominance to stress the possibility of coexistence
between Scandinavians and Irish; no ringforts or cran-
nogs show convincing signs of destruction. This peaceful
emphasis may be as illusory as the picture of continual
violence. The influx of silver from England and Europe
through the towns in Ireland had to be paid for, probably
by the export of slaves; it may be no coincidence that
the tenth century appears to have seen an increase in the
building of underground structures, souterrains, proba-
bly as refuges against raiders. At the same time, there
also appears to have been a hiatus in church crafts, such
as stone carving and the production of manuscripts,
while metal artifacts reflected new styles brought in with
the Vikings. Aggression and trade may not have been
mutually exclusive.

After 1167, the seizure of large areas of land in
Ireland by English lords was followed an explosion in
the volume of archaeological evidence similar to that
of the sixth through eighth centuries, with many new
sites and artifacts, against a documentary background
stressing political or military events. Archaeology
stresses the English lords’ agenda of spreading a mar-
ket economy, with agriculture providing produce
(especially grain) through centralized estates, to be
sold through lesser towns and the great ports for lords’
profit, to build new castles and church buildings. The
new buildings reveal much of the lords’ motivation: their
commitment to stay in Ireland, their desire to reflect
European contemporaries, and their stress on display
rather than military conquest. The profits also involved
merchants and farmers, stimulating the rise and impor-
tation of new crafts, such as pottery, often located in the
towns founded as the engine of the economy. In the
countryside, the lack of many truly nucleated settle-
ments, unlike the villages found in many parts of
England, question the assumption that the English lord-
ships were based on wholesale immigration of peasant
communities: Rather, it was through the organization of
estates and the piecemeal arrival of individuals that the
changes were effected. Modern archaeology has con-
centrated on those areas of high visibility, principally
through excavation in advance of major development
schemes in the large towns (Dublin, Waterford, Cork).
These are well-studied sites; deploying resources on
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them has resulted in the relative neglect of other, less
well-known areas. Principal among these is the world
of the Gaelic Irish, but also the small towns and rural
sites; no manor site has been excavated recently.

Two periods have been overlooked by archaeologists.
The 150 years before 1200 have been lost, between the
assumptions that life was a continuation of the fifth-
through eighth-century world and that the incursion of
English lords marked a fundamental change throughout
Ireland. The potential indications that changes had
occurred before 1150 have been neglected, other than
those in the Church, where there is a combination of
new sites (houses of the Continental Orders) and docu-
mentary accounts of reform. New forms of lordship may
have caused new sites to manage the landscape, but
these have not been sought. The period after the mid-
fourteenth-century population collapse associated with
the Black Death has been dominated by the documen-
tary historians’ picture of decline. The archaeological
evidence of modest but real prosperity, implied by the
widespread building of friaries or parish churches and
tower houses, has not been fully deployed, while the
difficulties of identifying pottery of the period has led
to a serious underestimation of the vitality of towns in
the period. Archaeology would stress the period as one
in which the process of cultural fusion, started in the
thirteenth century, between English and Irish and most
obviously represented in the development of a distinc-
tive Irish Late Gothic style of building, has been over-
shadowed by the documentary evidence for conflict. In
both these cases the archaeology has suffered from the
same problems. The context is dominated by political
history, which stresses short-term and military events
over the long-term processes that are the strength of
archaeology. A second problem is the tyranny of the
geographical fact that Ireland is an island, which leads
to the assumption that it is a unity. Regional differences
are downplayed in the face of the uniform literate culture
of the upper classes. This is best seen in the assumption
that the arrival of the English force in Wexford in 1169
would have changed the life of a Connacht peasant.

T. E. McNEILL

References and Further Reading

Edwards, N. The Archaeology of Early Medieval Ireland.
London: Batsford, 1990.

Mallory, J., and T. E. McNeill. The Archaeology of Ulster.
Belfast: Institute of Irish Studies, 1991.

O’Conor, K. The Archaeology of Medieval Rural Settlement in
Ireland. Dublin: Discovery Programme, 1998.

O’Keeffe, T. Medieval Ireland: An Archaeology. Stroud:
England Tempus Publishing, 2001.

Hurley, M., and O. Scully. Late Viking Age and Medieval Water-
ford: Excavations 1986—1992. Waterford, Ireland: Waterford
City Council, 1997.

26

See also Burials; Castles; Craftwork; High Crosses;
Houses; Inscriptions; Kells, Book of; Villages;
Walled Towns

ARCHERY

See Weapons and Weaponry

ARCHITECTURE

Early Medieval

Most of the architecture that survives from earlier-
medieval (pre-twelfth-century) Ireland was ecclesias-
tical in nature, and most of the individual buildings
that still stand to an appreciable height were churches.
One of the enduring puzzles about Ireland’s rich
Christian civilization at this time is that these churches
were buildings of almost willful simplicity; the skill
and energy invested in manuscript illumination, the
production of metalwork, and the carving of High
Crosses were rarely deployed to provide an appropri-
ately sumptuous architectural setting for worship.
The churches, most of which probably date from
the tenth or eleventh centuries, are invariably single-
cell structures of small size, with linteled west-end
doors, limited fenestration, and no architectural sculp-
ture; some of them have antae, pilaster-like projections
of the side walls past the end walls, which most writers
believe to have supported the end-timbers of the roofs.
There is also evidence for timber churches in early-
medieval Ireland. Some of the written accounts, such as
Cogitosus’s seventh-century Life of St. Brigit, suggest
carpentered and ornamented buildings of considerable

Bunratty Castle, Co. Clare. © Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, Dublin.
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design sophistication, but we have no independent test
of the accuracy of such accounts; significantly perhaps,
the timber churches identified in archaeological exca-
vation were simple post-built structures.

Round towers, or cloigtheacha (“bell-houses”), as
the annalists described them, first appeared on church
sites in the tenth century and continued to be built to
the same basic design into the later 1100s. Distinctively
tall, narrow, and elegant, they represent a triumph of
the native mason’s craft in the face of a difficult tech-
nical challenge.

Romanesque

The second half of the eleventh century saw the emer-
gence in western Europe of Romanesque architecture,
a complex stylistic movement with explicit formal and
iconographical references to earlier Roman architec-
ture. Irish church-builders were clearly aware of these
developments, and by 1100 some of the characteristic
elements of the tradition—round arches and barrel
vaults—were beginning to appear there. In the early
twelfth century a distinctively indigenous Romanesque
tradition, borrowing heavily from the chevron-rich
Anglo-Norman Romanesque, developed in Munster,
eventually diffusing across the island by the end of the
century. Churches are the only surviving representatives
of this architectural tradition; given the importance
of secular patronage in church-building, contemporary
high-status residential architecture was also Romanesque.
Cormac Mac Carthaig’s eponymous church at Cashel
(1127-1134) is the most substantial survival, but it
may always have been an exceptional building. Most
of the other churches of the period were of simple plan
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and unsophisticated superstructure, their portals and
chancel arches being the only parts embellished with
Romanesque motifs; key works include the portals at
Killeshin (c. 1150) and Clonfert (c. 1180). The Cister-
cians independently introduced their own Burgundian
version of Romanesque into Ireland in the mid-twelfth
century.

The Anglo-Norman invasion did not mark the end
of Romanesque building in Ireland. Rather, there was
a late flowering of the style in Cistercian and Augus-
tinian monastic churches founded in the lands of the
Ua Conchobair kings and their subordinates to the west
of the Shannon. Indeed, the Anglo-Normans them-
selves were more familiar with Romanesque than
Gothic at the time of their arrival, since Gothic was
only starting to take root in England and Wales in the
late twelfth century. The Romanesque transepts of
Christ Church Cathedral, for example, were built by
their masons, while the halls and donjons in a number
of their early castles (Adare, Ballyderown, and Trim,
for example) also belong within the Romanesque tra-
dition of their home territory.

Early Gothic

The first building projects in the Gothic style began as
the twelfth century closed, and their patrons were
Anglo-Norman. New Cistercian monasteries with
English mother-houses, specifically the abbeys of Grey
(started after 1193), Inch (started after c¢. 1200), and
Duiske (started after 1204), played an important role in
the dissemination of the style. But the critical buildings
were probably the cathedral churches in Dublin (the
nave of Christ Church; St. Patrick’s in its entirety) and
the now-lost cathedral in Waterford. Key elements of
what is called “Early English” Gothic, such as pointed
lancet windows and “stiff-leaf” capitals, were on dis-
play in these buildings during the early thirteenth cen-
tury. The masons who worked on these projects were
trained in the west of England, the region from which
many Anglo-Norman settlers in Ireland had come.

Gothic church-building in the Early English style
spread rapidly through the lordship in the first half of
the thirteenth century, but the projects produced mod-
est results. Relatively few of the new buildings were
aisled or transeptal, or had any internal vaulting; the
exceptions were either cathedral churches in prosper-
ous sees (Newtown Trim, for example), major monas-
tic churches (Athassel, for example), or parish
churches associated with very powerful lords (New
Ross, for example).

In the second half of the thirteenth century the new
friaries of the mendicant orders provided opportunities
for masons to practice their skills, and the general
proposerity of the colony, at least in the third quarter
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of the century, provided favorable conditions for the
building industry in general. Yet the period was marked
by a rather unimaginative consolidation of the Early
English style rather than any concerted attempt to keep
pace with the increasingly elaborate Gothic work in
contemporary England. But some building projects of
the early fourteenth century (Athenry and Fethard fri-
ary churches, for example) featured traceried windows
in the so-called Decorated style of contemporary
English Gothic, and these works, few though they are,
certainly undermine any assertion that Ireland was too
war-torn in the early 1300s to have accommodated
serious architectural endeavours.

Late Gothic

Levels of political patronage of architecture in the
fifteenth century surpassed those of the thirteenth
century. Projects of the era, ecclesiastical and secular,
were also more widespread geographically, embrac-
ing areas that were under “Irish” and “English” polit-
ical control. The architectural details of this late
Gothic phase were derived largely from English sty-
listic traditions: Elements of the early-fourteenth-
century Decorated style still remained, but were now
augmented with elements from the so-called Perpen-
dicular style, which was popular in contemporary
England. Impulses from the latter tradition are espe-
cially evident in the Pale, not least in the three famous
Plunkett family churches of Dunsany, Killeen, and
Rathmore.

The fifteenth-century projects included additions to
or partial rebuildings of many of the existing cathedrals,
abbeys, priories, and friaries, as well as brand-new
mendicant friaries of exceptional architectural merit in
western Ireland (Rosserk and Moyne, for example).
Patrons’ investment in their own home comfort and
outward display are represented by new tower-houses
and other forms of castle, the doorways, windows, and
battlemented parapets of which often parallel those in
ecclesiastical buildings. Most of Ireland’s medieval
parish churches—the buildings most neglected by
architectural historians—were substantially altered in
the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, and very
many seem to have been rebuilt.
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ARMAGH

Armagh (Ard Macha) became the ecclesiastical capital
of Ireland in the middle ages, its status based on its
supposed associations with Patrick.

Prehistory

Historians have been tempted to associate Armagh’s
emergence as Ireland’s premier Christian center with
a pre-Christian cultic legacy reflected by a sizable col-
lection of stone carvings at Armagh, though the prov-
enance of some of the stones is poorly documented
and certainty about their origins is elusive. At nearby
Emain Macha, named after the same goddess as
Armagh, archaeologists excavated a major religious
structure dating to circa 95 B.C.E.

Patrick

Annals claim that Patrick founded a church at
Armagh in 444, but those annals were written retro-
spectively and are unreliable. In fact, apart from his
Confession and his Letter to Coroticus, no documents
survive from Ireland in Patrick’s time, and neither
composition associates him with Armagh. The Book
of Armagh, written in 807, incorporates the earliest
records to connect Patrick with Armagh: the Book of
the Angel, written about 640 to 650; a catalogue of
“Patrician” churches compiled by Bishop Tirechdn
circa 670; and a Life of Patrick composed by Muirchu
maccu Machthéni in the 680s or 690s, though based
upon earlier records.

Muirchi claimed that Patrick’s church was not
founded on the hilltop at Armagh, where the Church
of Ireland cathedral stands, but lower down the hill at
Templenaferta. Excavations at that site uncovered a
series of burials dating from circa 420-685 c.E., estab-
lishing it as a very early Christian foundation. Exca-
vations nearby uncovered evidence of a substantial
ditch, which surrounded the hilltop in the fifth century.
That suggests that the church at Templenaferta was
founded beside a secular power center at Armagh in
the early fifth century. However, there is no independent



evidence to confirm the claim that Patrick ever founded
a church at Armagh, though Armagh was certainly
within his mission field.

Seventh-century records show that Patrick already
enjoyed a national reputation. Cummian’s letter of 633
referred to Patrick as “papa noster,” recognizing him
as the “father” of the Irish Church. Pope-elect John
IV’s letter of 640 addressed to leading churchmen in
northern Ireland, with Bishop Témmeéne of Armagh at
the head of the list, points to Armagh being one of the
leading ecclesiastical centers in the north of Ireland (if
not the leading center) by that date. The works of
Muirchd and Tirechdn and the Book of the Angel
amplified Patrick’s existing reputation and bound it
with the church at Armagh.

Wealth

Armagh’s subsequent rise to national importance was
associated with the cult of Patrick, but also on the
great wealth the church leaders at Armagh were able
to command, both in terms of land and the tributes
drawn from dependent churches and monasteries in
its far-flung paruchia. Armagh claimed jurisdiction
over many supposedly Patrician foundations, and
churches like Sletty that placed themselves under
Armagh’s protection. Political factors must have
played a role in Armagh’s accumulation of such
wealth and power, though the process is obscured by
lack of evidence.

Certainly Armagh was at the center of the kingdom
of the Airthir, a branch of the Airgialla federation. The
churchmen at Armagh, as one can see most blatantly
in Muirchd’s Life, looked to the Airthir and Ui Néill
for patronage. The abbots of Armagh probably gained
possession of their rich hinterland as discarded seg-
ments of the royal Airthir dynasty reprised themselves
as ecclesiastical dynasties under the protection of the
church. The successful courting of the U{ Néill meant
that as they progressed towards a national hegemony
(never fully realized), the church of Armagh’s claims
to national primacy were promoted in their train. The
close tie between Armagh and the Ui N¢ill is symbol-
ized by Aed Findliath, the king of Tara, having a house
in Armagh in 870.

Armagh’s monastery grew over time, as reflected
in the growing number of church offices recorded in
eighth- and ninth-century annals. It became a sizeable
ecclesiastical settlement. A Viking raid on the city in
1020 destroyed the fort at Armagh and all the build-
ings in it, save the library, countless houses in and
around Armagh, the great stone church on the hill
and at least two lesser churches, and the students’
accommodations and “much gold and silver, and
other precious things.”
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Vikings

The first Viking raid on Armagh was recorded in 832,
and they were frequent thereafter. The raiders came
for slaves as well as precious religious objects and
other portable wealth. A hoard lost by Vikings in the
Blackwater River shows the high quality of metalwork
being carried out at Armagh at the time. The church
at Armagh survived repeated raids, apparently undi-
minished, though the loss of manuscripts and ecclesi-
astical treasures, not to mention lives and mundane
goods, must have been considerable over the years.

Twelfth-Century Reforms

Armagh’s claims to being Ireland’s primatial see
were formally acknowledged at the synod of Raith
Breasail in 1111. The synod was part of the “twelfth-
century reform” which sought to bring the Irish
Church more closely in line with that elsewhere in
Latin Christendom. The reform movement is closely
associated with Malachy of Armagh, though Malachy
faced tremendous opposition to his reforming efforts
from the Clann Sinaig, the hereditary abbots of
Armagh. The reformers eventually prevailed, though
Popes Adrian IV and Alexander III directed Henry IT
of England to launch the Anglo-Norman invasion of
Ireland in the third quarter of the twelfth century to
complete the reforms.

Later Middle Ages

Armagh and most of its hinterland remained the pos-
session of the archbishops in the later middle ages.
Archbishop Madel Patraic Ua Scannail (1261-1270) built
Armagh’s medieval cathedral, which survives in a
heavily “restored” guise. It was described in 1553 as
“one of the fairest churches in Ireland.” Ua Scannail also
founded a Franciscan friary in Armagh whose ruins can
still be seen. An Augustinian priory built around the
same time to house the reformed monastic community
of Armagh was described as “the best building in
Armagh” by Bishop Chiericati, the papal nuncio to the
court of Henry VIII. There was also a small Céile Dé
community in the city which survived into the sixteenth
century. At the close of the middle ages, there was a
convent at Templenaferta which boasted four carved
panels in white alabaster of Italian cinquecento design.

Armagh remained a significant town throughout the
later middle ages. English soldiers under Lord Deputy
Sussex set fire to Armagh in 1557, though less than a
quarter of the town was actually destroyed, which may
reflect something of its size. However, by the end of
the Tudor wars of conquest, Armagh had been all but
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completely wrecked. Bartlett’s map of Armagh in 1601
shows extensive ruins of stone houses, as well as eccle-
siastical buildings in Armagh by that time.
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ARMAGH, BOOK OF

A vellum manuscript consisting originally of 222
folios (c. 195 x 145 mm,; folios 1 and 41-44 are now
missing) in three parts: The first contains a dossier of
texts mostly in Latin but partly in Old Irish, comprising

Leather satchel of the Book of Armagh. © The Board of Trinity
College Dublin.
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almost all the earliest biographical and historical mate-
rials relating to St. Patrick; the second part is the only
complete copy of the New Testament surviving from
the early Irish Church; the third contains the Life of
St. Martin of Tours by Sulpicius Severus (in a unique
recension). The manuscript is particularly important,
both for its contents and because it can be dated. In a
brilliant piece of detective work, Charles Graves, later
Bishop of Limerick, in the mid-nineteenth century
deciphered two partially erased colophons which
revealed that the book had been written (with perhaps
one or more assistants) by an Armagh scribe Ferdom-
nach (d. 846) at the behest of Torbach, heres Patricii
(i.e., successor of Patrick and abbot of Armagh) in the
year 807. The book was revered in the later Middle
Ages as a relic because of a colophon on folio 24v
which reads Hucusque uolumen quod Patricius manu
conscripsit sua (Thus far the volume that Patrick wrote
in his own hand); in later centuries, this text came to
be called Candin Phdtraic (Patrick’s Canon).

The Armagh collection of texts written by Patrick
himself appears to have been incomplete at time of
writing (807), if not before. Thus only his Confessio
is copied (in a defective version) into the manuscript;
Patrick’s Letter to the soldiers of Coroticus is miss-
ing, apparently deliberately omitted. Copies of the
two documents survive in continental transcripts,
however, thus revealing the defective nature of the
Armagh recension. Copies of the earliest surviving
hagiographical works on Patrick, by Tirechdn and
Muirchi maccu Machtheni, appear also to have sur-
vived only in defective versions at Armagh, and it
has even been suggested that they may, in fact, have
been added at a later date to the rest of the collection,
after their respective texts had been procured from
elsewhere.

The gospel text in the Book of Armagh is classified
as Vulgate with some Old Latin admixtures. One recent
study has detected affinities between the Armagh text
and that of the Echternach Gospels main text (Paris,
BN lat. 9389). The other New Testament texts are of
more or less equal purity (the Acts of the Apostles and
the Apocalypse being especially so). At the end of
Matthew’s Gospel the scribe has added a collect for
that saint’s feast-day (on which day that particular page
was written), while at the end of John, excerpts from
Gregory the Great’s Moralia in lob are arranged in
a geometrical design around the diamond-shaped
closing words of the Gospel. At the end of the additions
(Additamenta) to Tirechan’s Collectanea of Patrician
ecclesiastical sites, two groups of cryptic catchwords
and abbreviations are inserted, neither having any con-
nection with the Patrician material. The second of
these groups (folio 53v.) consists of a number of allu-
sions to Pope Gregory, with the full text of the Hanc



igitur prayer of the Roman canon. Gregory was espe-
cially revered in the early Irish Church, as was Martin
of Tours, and some authorities have claimed that the
text of the Vira Martini in the Book of Armagh was
transmitted to Ireland within half a century of Sulpicius
Severus’s death (410).

Whereas the Patrician section is undecorated, the
four gospels are elaborated with large and small ini-
tials, often with bird- or animal-heads and spirals,
and pen-and-ink drawings of the evangelist symbols,
while some initials in the third (Martinian) section
are also elaborated. Initials towards the end of the
book, in the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, and
the Life of St. Martin, are colored. On folio 170r.
there is a diagrammatic representation of Jerusalem,
the walls of which are decorated with interlace in the
Irish style. The closing texts of John’s Gospel and
the opening of the Apocalypse are written in spec-
tacular diamond-shaped patterns of exquisite callig-
raphy. There are some individual Latin words written
in transliterated Greek.

The Book of Armagh is important also as the oldest
dateable Irish manuscript containing continuous prose
texts in the Irish language. Its value for linguists is
therefore exceptionally high. Passages from the Patri-
cian dossier also preserve the oldest surviving evidence
for the use of charters to record land and property
transactions in early Ireland. So also, Ferdomnach’s
scribal note Scripsi hunc ut potui librum (“I have writ-
ten this book as best I could,” folio 18v.) is likewise
the earliest dateable example of Irish Latin hexameter
verse.

Despite its substantial contents, the Book’s small
dimensions, and the arrangement of the gatherings,
suggest that it was intended originally to be used as
six separate booklets. Superficially akin to the well-
known Irish class of “pocket gospels,” it is unlikely
that the gospels (or the entire New Testament sections)
were used for liturgical or ceremonial purposes. A pair
of wooden boards, apparently from an early binding,
still survives, which may at some earlier date (perhaps
already in the ninth century) have formed the cover of
the New Testament or some other part of the manu-
script. On the other hand, its exalted status was the
reason why, in 1004, when Brian Boru visited Armagh
in the course of a triumphal circuit around Ireland, he
had his secretary (Calvus Perennis, alias Madel-
Suthain) insert a note in the Book claiming Brian as
imperator Scottorum (“emperor of the Irish”).

The earliest datable reference to the Book of
Armagh is preserved in the (seventeenth-century)
Annals of the Four Masters, who record that in 937 a
shrine or case (cumdach) was provided for the Book
by Donnchad mac Flainn, King of Ireland. In the fif-
teenth century, the Book was provided with a leather
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carrying-satchel, which still survives. At some
unknown date the hereditary office of “Steward of the
Canon” was created to ensure the safekeeping of the
manuscript. It seems to have passed from the posses-
sion of the keepers sometime after 1680 into the hands
of Arthur Brownlow of Lurgan (County Armagh), and
was eventually deposited by a member of the Brown-
low family in the library of the Royal Irish Academy,
in Dublin. In 1853 it was donated, after purchase, to
the Library of Trinity College Dublin.
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Armies in Ireland trace their origins to the legendary
Fianna and their leader Finn mac Cumaill. From at
least the eleventh century, the Irish kings maintained
small permanent fighting forces later known as their
teaghlach or lucht tighe—meaning “troops of the
household.” These were well-equipped and were
divided into footmen and marcshluag (cavalry). Highly
skilled professional soldiers, they were often given
houses and lands among the king’s mensal lands. It
was clear that, from the reign of Brian Boru (d. 1014),
Irish kings could take large forces of spearmen,
swordsmen, archers, slingers, and horsemen on cam-
paign, often combining them in operations with naval
forces. To put such forces into the field, Irish kings
must have developed an extensive support network to
maintain, arm, and feed their troops on campaign. The
size of these armies and the destructive scale of Irish
warfare were aptly demonstrated in 1151 at the battle
of Mdéin Moér, where seven thousand soldiers fell, if
the annals are to be believed. What characterized Irish
warfare during this period was the rapid mobility of
armies. For example, Ruaidri Ua Conchobair (d. 1198)
developed large forces of highly mobile and well-
armed horsemen—mainly drawn from the upper classes
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of his vassals. In comparison, Irish infantry forces seem
mostly to have been lightly armed footmen. However,
it is likely that the Irish elite soldiery had adopted
Ostman-style chain mail armor; finds of armor-piercing
arrowheads at Waterford show that some of its defend-
ers wore chain mail. Moreover, Ruaidri perhaps devel-
oped his permanent foot soldiers of his feaghlach or
lucht tighe into a form of heavy infantry—similar to
the household jarls of the Anglo-Saxon kings. Another
major development in the composition of Irish armies
was the growing dependence of Irish kings upon mer-
cenaries later known as ceithirne congbdla (retained
bands). And from the early 1100s, Irish kings—such as
Muirchertach Mac Lochlainn (d. 1166) were looking
abroad—recruiting Hebridean-Norse forces and fleets
from the Western Isles of Scotland to serve in Ireland.
The military power of a great king such as Ruaidri was
maintained by the levy of Gaelic military service—
illustrating the extent of a king’s overlordship over his
vassals. All the able-bodied population—apart from
the learned and the clergy—were eligible for service.
A king’s principal military commander was the maras-
gal (marshal), an office whose origins lay probably in
the earlier dux luchta tige (the head of the king’s house-
hold). The marshal’s principal duty was the organiza-
tion of the king’s army, particularly the levying and
billeting of troops along with the fining of those who
failed to render military service.

However, warfare and armies changed forever after
the return in 1167 of Diarmait Mac Murchada (d. 1171)
from Britain with English and Welsh mercenaries. The
devastation of East Leinster by these forces demon-
strated that they were vastly superior to their Irish
opponents. Yet it would be a mistake to view Irish and
English armies as uniracial. Other Irish kings soon
followed Mac Murchada’s example of building his
forces around an English spine; Domnall Mac Gilla
Patraic of Osraige (d. 1185) hired Maurice de Pren-
dergast in 1169 to resist Mac Murchada, and exempli-
fied the fluid nature of military service, rendering feudal
service to Richard de Clare (Strongbow, d. 1176). Fur-
ther, Cathal Crobderg Ua Conchobair of Connacht (d.
1224) strengthened his forces in 1195 by employing the
services of Gilbert de Angulo (d. 1212), demonstrating
the hybrid nature of the forces in his pay.

On the other hand, English armies in Ireland were
dependent upon military feudalism, whereby all royal
tenants, both English and Irish, were obliged to render
military service in the feudal host. Essentially, the arms
of the feudal host were made up of knights, men at arms,
footmen, archers, and hobelars (forces of lightly armed
and mobile horsemen adapted to the conditions of Irish
warfare). Throughout much of the thirteenth century,
English armies continually demonstrated their superior-
ity in pitched battles with the Irish. The major difference
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between the Irish and English armies of this time was
the quality of their cavalry. In contrast with the lightly
armed Irish horseman, the heavily armored English
knight was mounted on a large horse known as a charger.
The defeat at Athenry in September 1249 of Tairrdel-
bach Ua Conchobair (d. 1266), king of Connacht,
showed that Irish forces could not resist the massed
charge of English cavalry. This led to innovations to
balance the military equilibrium. In 1259, Aed son of
Feidlim Ua Conchobair (d. 1274), prince of Connacht,
formed a marriage-alliance with the Hebridean-Norse
king of the Western Isles. As part of his bride’s dowry,
he gained 160 fighting men known as galloglass—heavy
infantry which fought in formations designed to counter
English cavalry-charges.

The weakness of the Dublin government for much
of the middle ages—combined with absence of a royal
standing army—meant that English forces were to
become increasingly hybrid. As time progressed, gallo-
glass became a feature of English armies in Ireland. But
the development of large private armies by the English
magnates of Ireland was crucial to the survival of their
power on the frontiers. Clearly, they were adopting
Gaelic elements. In Ulster, the de Burgh earls adopted
the buannacht (bonaght; the wages and provisions of a
galloglass), which involved quartering galloglass
throughout the earldom, while the earls levied the
tuarastal (wages) of these elite soldiers upon the people.
During the parliament of 1297, it emerged that English
magnates often hired Irish troops, billeting them upon
their own English tenants—prompting the outlawry of
this practice. Other English magnates in Ireland billeted
troops upon their tenants; it was reputed that James
Fitzgerald (d. 1463), seventh earl of Desmond, first
imposed coinnmhead (coyne; billeting) upon his earl-
dom. During the early decades of the fifteenth century
James Butler (d. 1452), fourth earl of Ormond, imposed
forces of “kernety” and galloglass throughout his lands
in Tipperary and Kilkenny—granting them the right to
take a cuid oidche (cuddy; a night’s portion of food,
drink, and entertainment) from every freeholder’s house.
The change in the composition of private English armies
was dramatically illustrated in the usage by Desmond
and Ormond of kernety—a form of military police, tra-
ditionally only in the service of Irish lords, for arresting
offenders and acting as guards of a lordship. That
Ormond instituted this form was remarkable—but even
more remarkable was the fact that his 120 kernety were
drawn evenly from the Purcells and the Codys, families
of English lineage. The rise of the Fitzgerald earls of
Kildare from 1456 further displayed the hybrid nature
of armies in Ireland. In 1474, Thomas Fitzgerald
(d. 1478), seventh earl of Kildare, established a perma-
nent fighting force, the “Fraternity of St. George,” com-
prising 160 archers and 63 spearmen. However, the



Kildares’ real military strength lay in their large forces
of Mac Domnaill galloglass—forcing the Leinster Irish
to recruit galloglass of their own. Such was the power
of the Kildares that they were able to billet their gallo-
glass upon the Pale, levying “coyne and livery” upon
Englishmen for their maintenance.

From the late 1510s, the English government
became convinced of the necessity of reform in Ireland
and gradually royal armies returned. The collapse of
the Kildare rebellion in 1535 created a countrywide
political vacuum, so the Dublin government sought to
extend royal jurisdiction throughout the country,
demanding the dissolution of all private armies and the
abolition of coyne and livery. There was vehement
resistance—particularly from the Irish lords. Towards
the end of the sixteenth century, Irish leaders such as
Aed Ua Néill (d. 1616), second earl of Tyrone, and
Fiach Ua Broin (d. 1597) emerged to revolutionize
Irish armies and warfare by adopting foreign ideas,
tactics, training, and formations. Tyrone trained a red-
coated Ulster army to fight in the Spanish tercio for-
mation, using both pike and musket. He won great
victories at Clontribret in 1595 and at Yellow Ford
three years later, but his defeat at Kinsale in 1601
effectively ended resistance from coordinated Irish
forces. However, the allegiance owed to the great lords
was still hard to destroy completely. Indeed, it took
the armies of Oliver Cromwell (d. 1656), lord protector
of England, during the late 1640s and 1650s to finally
tear up the last roots of the private armies.
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